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CHAPTER I 4

 NURSING - THE BABYS Food,
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CHILDREN'S COMMENTS ON THEIR DRAWINGS

Drawing 1.

~

Drawing 2.

Drawing 3.
Drewing 4.
Drawing 5.

Drawing 6.

DEWinE Te

(Ages 7 - 9)

A man and his wife travelling on foot to 2 farm.
The man carries a gun while thu‘ﬁoman carries
someé corn to be sown., The baby is young and so he
cannot be left behind., Their dog by name "Papay.
2s2" walks behind them.

Two children Ato and wensah fight over 2 merble,
Really the marble belongs to Mensah, the younger
of the two but Ato, a bully, wishes to claim it

from Mensah. And so a fight ensuss,

Kabena Zbo is a good gosl-keeper of whom 211 the
village is proud. He is very popular indeed.

Poor Yew ig being chased by a snake, but because

is young he cannot run very well.

Onee, I was nearly bitten by a snake and so I hate

to see snaskes even when dead.

I dreamt at one time, not long ago, that = lorry
was about to knock me down. But just 2t the crisis,
I awakened, My heart was panting for breath.

My Home. In the kitchen a pot full of soup is

on fire.



" Long long ago, famine broke out in Ananse's village snd so
he and his family decided to meke & cassava farm. When the time
for harvesting was graduslly approaching, Ansnse formed a plan
by which he would have the whole of the cessava farm to himself,
He therefore called his sone to him one day and told them that,
as he was getting old, it wes possibie he would die at any time,
and that when he died, soms cooking utensils including mortar
and pestle should be enclosed in his coffin. He advised that
the coffin should not be nailed, and that he should be buried
1g the cessave farm itself, A few days later, Anense complained
of severe fever and general weskness and in the end pretended
to be demd. His wife énd shildren mourned the losg and, aftsr
parforming the necessary rites and following the advice given
them, they buried him in the farm. But the grave was not covered
with turf. BZvery detzil of the instructions given was carried
out.

In the night, when 2ll was quiet, Ananse got out of the
greve and stezlthily began harvesting the crop and cooking bit
by bit any amount he could. In the middle of every night he did
som® cooking and slept quietly in his grave during the day when
he expected that his family would come there to work, Every
morning, when the wife and the children came on their usual
rounds, they noticed that somebody yet unknown tempered with the

crop, Ansnse was dead; he was no suspect. They could hardly



e Y

trace the source of the mischief. So one night, armed with

guns and cudgels two of the sons went to keep watch. In the
middle of the night Ananse was seen gradually coming out of

his grave. But ths sons afraid as they were, fled to a distance,
for, they imagined they had seen the ghost of their father.
However, they had the courage to stey at a distance and watch
events. Soon they saw a2 fire near the grave; somebody weas up-
rooting the crbp and making & meal of it. "Whe must this be",
the sons said. They thought of approaching the fire but 2 second
thought occurred to them not to venture. Approaching the scene
step by step and examining the situation more closely they

found Ananse dozing near the fire cooking. Ananse, waking up

%o find his sons, became ashamed and began 6ffering excuses.

All doubts ware now clear. The Sons now sew the reason why
their father advised that cooking utensils should be placed in
the coffin, why the coffin should not be nailed and why the
grave should not be covered.

However, they took home their father, but they were careful
not to placerd the situstion lest it would discredit him. All
that was said of it wae that Ananse had risen from the grave.
But the rest of his family saw in him a cheat and never confided
in him 2gain.
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(b) The Child's Story About A Bed Boy
Kweku Babin

EKweku Babon lived with his parents in a small village. He
was known among his young friends as sbully and emong his house-
hold as the most treacherous boy that they had ever come across.

One day, when & group of little children were out playing
on the river-side he, in e playful way, and at the same time
ghowing his bullying habit, pushed = boy from the bank of the
river into the water, That part of the river wes deep and so
the child could not swim ashore and so he got drowned. Kweku
himgelf was very sorry when the body of the child was recovered
80 were the rest of the children on the scene. It was bescause
of this very sct that Kweku, whose rezl n=me was Kweku venszah,

came t0 be known a8 Kweku Babow,i.e. "Kweku, the bad boy".

The Child's Story About A Good Boy

Kodwo Tandoh 48 my very good friend who lives quite close
%0 our house. He comes to my house and I go to his almost every-
day., One day when I was sick and was unable to visit him, he
wondiered why I did not go to his house, and &o he ran to me
and, on finding that I was feeling really feverish, he stayed
with me the whole day becausge I enjoyed the fun with him
together. He is reslly good. I never had a better friend than

him,.



- 5 -
(¢) The child's Wish
The child wished he was one of the band of masqueraders
whe were parading the streets a2t the time the investigations
were going on during last christmas. He wished his father gave
him 2 toy of & biecycle and & mask, [e seemed to be extremely

fascinated by the wearing of mesks. Hi§ only wish was to be
given a ride in an aeroplane.

(d) The Description of Himgslf

I am short, I am eight years old and dark in complexion,

Wy name is RKwesi and, bsc2use of my dark complexion, my friends
usually call me Ewesi Black. I have glossy hair, a dark eye-
brow and white teeth. I am bow-legged, right handed and often
wish to wear a smile. I have one tribal mark on my left cheeck,
and & small sc2r on the chin, This acer is the sign of a wound
I had when somebody accidentelly threw = stone at me when a
group of my friends and I were plucking apples in a garden.
People who knew my mother before her death usually remark that

I resemble her a2 grest deal.

‘(e) The Child's Own Life Story

I am eight years old born of poor parents. Wy mother died
soon after I was born and so I grew up under the care of my
grandmother who died a couple of years ago. Though my father
loves me 20 well because I am the only child of his, I do not

feel happy at home beczude of the ill-trestment given me by my



step-mother, She pretends to like me when she is under the

watchful eye of my father but gives me very shaby treatment
when we (the step-mother and myself) are alone in the house.
Once I ran awey to Cape Coast to my uncle (my mother's elder
brother) who sent me back to my father because, he said, I
went to him at Cape Coast without my father's sanction. The
same conditions &t home persist and I hope some day to go to
Cape Coast to attend school.

Commenta:

Wy interview with children for the mateiral relative to
the appendices was done both a2t home and in school. Some
difficulties were encountered st the outset, because I was
not familiar to the children., However, after sitaying in the
village for some time, mixing with them end taking keen
interest in their work and games, I overcame much of the
difficulty. Thse stmosphere was then friendly; the children
became responsive and work begun smoothly,

It was difficult, however, to get them to answer questions
%0 the point. I expected this diffieulty snd I had it. Leesding
questions helped me & great desl to overcome the difficulty.
For sxample, in getting a hoy to tell the story 2bout & bad boy,
I had to introduce the topic in this way.

Question: Who is the most troublesome boy you know of

either in school or in the village?

The child could easily name another boy and he begen
discrediting him 2 lot; another set of leading questions.
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Il'hy do you Bay he is m?“

"What has he done lately that makes you say he is badon

helped the child to give me & story about the boy.

It was in o friendly atmosphers that the whole work was
done .
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