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EASTERN MFRICA JN THE 2 ARCHIVES DE FRANCI

3.3.P. Freemon~-Grenville

During the summer of 4 '96244; with the kind assistance of &
gront from the Institute of African Studies of the Univ-

1
ersity of C—hans. the writer was able to meke some further

searches in the fxruh:woﬁ dec ‘France for documents concerning

the castern Africon coast. The object of the present paper
is to give a brief description of the resul'ts,‘ which brought
to light more than sixty fresh documents which throw some
light upon the hi story of eastern Africa during what is still

a most obscure _period.

Some preliminary observations seem not out of place.
The title Archives de France is itself at first sight mis-
1eadihg. It suggests that they are the general repository of

the French national archives in the sense that the Ghana

National Archives are in Ghana, or the Public Record Office

in England - where all official documents are sent as soon as
they are fifty years old and made available for public consu-

1tat10n. The Archlves de France, in splte of thelr title,

contaln offlclal documents up to the revolut:.on of’ 1789 only,
with very few papers beyond that date. For the po st-revolutn.on
Vpem:.od each individuel ministry maintains its own separate
arch:.ves,malg.ng the papers public for consultation by scholars .

3y once they are fif'ty years old.

¢ Monsieur ‘F.- Dousset;

The wr:.ter ta.kes _‘ .- Bwe
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Thus research into the history of the ninecteenth and present
L. = L =2
centuries has to be conducted in each ministry separately.
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Access to the Archives de Fronce ig not difficult for

To obbtain a ticket of admigsion for & period

foreign subjects.
of less thom a month it is sufticient to produce o ps_‘%ssport. For :"
a longer period it ss.nlso necessary to produce two passport-size |
photographs. Intry is normally. restricted to archivists and to the

toaching members of univorsitics. Tor the archives of ministries
a letter of introduction from an embassy or from a university is

also required.

At first sight it might seem strange to search in the

Archives de France for documcnts concerning castern Africa. Except

for some occasional trading stations at different times in Madagascar,
France had no direct interests in eastern Africa until the late nine-
teenth century, when she took posscssion of Madagascar, the Comoro
Islands and part of Somalia. Thesc last two she still holds. Be:f'ore. J
this period F_‘rcnch interests were limited to the islands of Bourbon

and Ile de France, now known as Reunion and Mauritius. VWhen they

were annexed to the French Crown both these islands were uninhabited.
Their annexation is thus in no way comparable to the later ferriborial
acquisitions by European powers of diffecredt parts of the Africen
mainland. | .

Bourbon was seized first as o convenient refraaihmenf station
on the way to the trading stations of the Compognie s in I

But its poor harbour and low




potential for tlie production of ships! victuals disappointed

earlier hopes, ond in 1714 Ile de France was occupicd. Under
il 3 el a : aq a (~ o bt ?'SL'_A_E)

Bertrand Francois Mehe do la Bourdonnais (governor, 35

it beecame the pivot of French trading interests in the Indian

Ocean.

During the cighteenth century it never became part of’
French official policy to acquire cither colonies or trading
stations on the mainland of eastern Africa. French eyes were
| fixed primarily upon the commercial wecalth and possibilities
| of India. Politically and economieally-the French government
regarded Ile de France as no more than a safe naval bese'in times - -
;J of war, and a refreshment station, a stepping-stone on the long
. voyage to India, in times of peace. Nevertheless a number of
| enterprising persons,. Mohé de la Bourdonnais included, agdin and
mj again urged upon the French government the advantages, both .

ﬁ‘ commercial and strateglc, of developing trade with the eastern.

African coast and of settlng up trading stations thereon. The
Portuguese had been expelled from Momba sa after thelr brlef second
occupation of 1728-29, and as, the century wore on thelr weakness .
 became more apparent The Arabs of Oman, who had first selzed
Mombasa after the long- selgo of Port Jesus of 1696-98, had done
little more than cstablish a comnercial dominancé of the coast
of a nature so ineffective and at the same time so reprehensible
to the local inhabitants that there was amplé scope both ‘for'

ether Gemmer”" and 1ndeed other polltlcal interests. Thus, in

y neutra1 policy of the French government

a number of valuable documents in



both local and foreign Provenance £Ie gearce. Indoed much of
this is of such inportamcc tha t,: whilst . the history of Africa
is essentsially the history of Africon peoplos, we should be
guilty of gross neglect werc we to ignore the available source
maoterial in Buropean archives wlich arose primarily firon

fundamentally Europeen intorests. It would be wholly wrong
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to ignorc onything which cnables the patient reconstiiiction of

the detail of African history.

In The French at Kilwa Island: an cpisode in eighteenth . ‘

century Bast African h:'r.sﬂcor.‘y,3 the present writer has published

in translation all the kmown docutients relating to the period

177379 in the Archives de France, together with the Morice

manuseript preserved in the library of Rhodes House, Oxford
(mss.Afr,r.6)., A rolated docunent preserved in the Rare Books
Library of the University of Chicago (mss.1051), being Joseph
Crassons de Medeuil's bbservations on Kilwa and A Communication
presented to lMonsicur de Cui'ti,: Rozai Conmi ssioner, to Monseigneur
le Maréchal de Castries, Minister of the Na.vy,h' written c.4 784~85,
has already been pr_'inted”in ngnslatioﬁ in the writér's East
African Coast: Selé i Doéuments, 1962, pPp.1 2‘7. The sane

- was
completed in 1963, and does not take account of any documen s 1[5
after Septerber in that year. ‘ e

3.  Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1965. This work, however,

L. The Ministry of theNp}vywe.a
colonial possessions at this m@‘

Ll




work also conteins the Reflections of a Captain P, Dallons, the

only work in the Archives of Mauritius knowm to discuss the

eastern African coast.

It has now been possible to find sixty-six further
docunents of French orizin concerning castern Africa in the
eighteenth century. These have all been photographed in Paris

by the courtesy of the Archives de France, 2nd Xcrox copies have

now been deposited in the Library of the University of Ghana.
Thus, with the exception of what has already been published, the
new deposit contains all the new known documents concerning the
castern African coast up to the year 41804. An appendix to this
paper sets out in detail the research in this field which is

known still to remain to be done.

Before giving brief details of the new discoveries it is
necessary to say something of the mede of citation. The Archives

de France do not have fully itemized.catalogues for the area with

5. The French at Kilwa Islend includes a detailed bibliography
covering both the history of the east African coast in the: eight-
eenth century and French activities in Lth rcglon. To this may
be added the following publicntions of the Mauritius drchives
Publications Fund: L. Arbey: Atlas Souvenir de 1'Abbé de la
Gaille, 1953; A. Toussaint: Early Amcricon Trade with Mauritius,
19 ldem‘;Reoert01rehdes“Arch1ves de 1'Tle de France pendant la
pa g : : 1715-—68, 5. 1956; M. Ly-Tio Fane:
ierre Ebivre, 1958;
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“hich we are uoncerncd. Hor the most part it is not possible to
which We &re concerst
search for individusl 15 of interest in repertories. The

arc concerned, cntitled Colonies,

hlch We

principal secetlon Wit W
. which lists the nurbers of
sapers arc nstly in bound dossiers,

files, bul Some are it ‘boxes. None of the files or boxes

are foliated. Fror: Girl ine the dates of the catalogue, which

arc stamped on the filcs and boxes, de not correspond with the

dates of all the contents. Thus it is impossible to give page or
folio references for any of the individual items listed herec, but
only the reference number and date of the file or box in which they-
are contained. The number of pages of each item has been noted in
the 1list that follows, cach given the prefix AF followed by a number,
in accordance with the order of the documents in the bound xeroxed

copy deposited in the University Library of the University of Ghana.

Tt remains to be said that this is not an approbriate moment

to give more than the briefest description of these documents. 4

full discussion will nenessitate a scparatec article. Such an

artiele can only be of permancnt value after further searches both
in the Archives de France and in thosc of certain ministries. In

addition, at the present time, the whole subject of the history of
eastern Africa in the eighteenth and nine%%gnth centuries requires

a fresh appreciation, and this cannot be done piece-meal, Before .
it cen be worth while, fresh scarches are needea in the Pubiic
Record Office and in the India Office Library in ﬂmnannl end e
careful collaglon of* Swahlli Pbrtusueaa and alﬁm;w»
is necessary.




& R. Couplond, Bast Africa and Tts Imvodcrs, 1938, depends

to a great extent upon papers in the Public Record Office, but
largely thoss of the Foreign O0ffice; those of the UWer Office

and the Admiralty also require examination, ! The India Office
Library, vhich contnins a very lorge number of manuscripts, has
never been examined fronm thce point of view of eastern Afrieca:

a bricf prelimincry survey by the present writer, too short to

be conclusive, showed that the records of shipping movements

in the Indian Occan in the eighteenth century would throw light

upon castern African tradc. The Bast African Swahili Committee

has been collccting Swahili documents since 4958, and some fresh
information of importance has already come to light. Dr. E. Axelson
is currently preparing works on the Portugucse in south-east Africa .
fron 1530-1600, and fron 1700.1890, which will supplement his
invaluable South-East Africa, 1484-1530, 1940, and The Portugucse
in South-East Africa, 1600-1700, 1960. German sources for early
commerclal activitics in Zanzibar, which parallel. an unexploited
French scries in the Ministire des Affaires Etrangeros, Paris

(sce below, p. 18, have not yet been examined. For the nineteenth
century Dr. R. Foskett's The Zambesi Journal and Letters of Dr. John

Kirk, 1964, is understood to be the bﬂglnnlng of a complete public-
ation of Kirk's papers. he treaty by which Tanganyika and Zanzibar
were incorporated as Tanzaniz was signed in front of the Zanzibar
Archives, a continuous serics since 1840, which so far has been used

up to 1856 only, by Sir John Gray, History of Zanzibar: from the
middle ages to 1856, 1963 ;of thuSO g Pl account is still needed.




Colonies shric 02 -~ Compognic dos

Ronurto;ﬁzigivDocuncnts.

g Indos.

Volume 75 — 1730-36: extract from a letter from

the Sicur Cuonison, in charge of the trading sta?ion

of Mehe, to Monsieur Hordamoun, governor of Pondichery, .
Mohe, 30 August 1730, 4 poges. Gives a brief account
of the eviction of the Portusuese from Mombasa by the

~ Volume 2, 17%3=37: Monsieur Vigourcux to the

Controller—-General of the Compagnie des Indes,
Port-Iouis, Ile de France, 22 November 1736,

17 pages.  Gives an account of a voyage he had
made along the Africen coast from the Cape of

Good Hope to the Kerimba Islands, with some details
of the trade of Sofala, Cuama, Quilimnne, Angoche, .
Mozambique and the Kerimba Islands, and their ;

Volume 3, 1738=39: ‘' copy of a letter from Monsieur
de la Bourdonnals, governor of Ile de France, to
Monsieur de Fulvy, Port Louis, iIle de France, 30
January 1738, 2 pages only extraeted from 34 folios.
The letter discusses the establishment of a trading
ecntre in Ile de France end trade prospects with

India and Chino. The pages extracted concern prospects
of trade with Sofala. -

AR 1

local inhabitants in 1729.

; i B S

Colonies serie C = Ile de France.
AR 2

principal exports and imports.
A 2
AF 4

Volume 7 1751-53
Ile de France, tc
Compagnie dog :




AF 5 Volume 7, 1751-53: same to same, same address,
2 pages extracted from 27 folios, 31 December
1753, Folio 25 makes & passing reference to
the ship Treize Cantons which is on a voyage of
'discovery', that is to say of eaquiry into the
trade of the eastern african coast.

- Volume 7, 1751=5%: Abbe de la Tour, A Project
concerning Ile de France and Bourbon, Ile de
France, 12 May 17/53. No Jddleosee, but plainly
intended for the Ilinister of tiie Navy, to whom
it. was sent. Sets out a pruposwl for general
trade between Ile de France and the east African
coast, with a French slaving post at Mombasa.

A similar proposal was made by lMahe de la
Bourdonnais, cf, liemoire des Isles de France et
de Bourbon, 1740, ed. A. Toussaint and A. Lougnon,
Leroux, Paris, 1937, pp.321-3. It seems, however,
that he never developed the plan in detail or
forwarded it to the French government,

B

AR 7 Volume 18, 1767: Pierre Poivre, Intendant of
Ile de France, to the Minister of the Navy, Ile
de France, 30 September 1767, 2 pages. Complains
of the scarcity of slaves available in Madagascar,
from which TIle de France had hitherto obtained
5 slaves, and recommends that the government should
‘ support the opening of the slave trade with
Mozambique, which hitherto had not been used as a
source of supply.

AF 8 Volume 20, 1768: Dumas, governor, Ile de France,
to the Minister of the Navy, Ile de France, 27
February 1768, 4 pages. GConcerns the despatch
of the frigate L‘Ambulant to purchase slaves in
Mozamblque.

1768: Copy of a letter from Dumas to

de France, 24 August 1768, 5 pages.
wilure of the voyage of L'Ambulant,

; e:,}ght sla.ves. e =




AF 11

AR 12

AF 13

AF 15

AF 16

AF 17

AF 18

g —1]
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Volume 0. 1768: Gooy of the dlory of Monsicur
il = P S g ¥ i paci
de Clonart, commonder of L'Ambulant, describing

his voyarce, doted 11 September 17 8, L noges.

Volume 22, 1763: Polvrc to the Minister of the

Mavy, Ile de Prancc, 15 Jenuary 1768, discussing

the difficultics of the slave trade with Madogasecar
and the failure of the voyage of L'Ambulant, L pages.

Volume 22, 1768: semc adress, same date, L pages..
On the impossibility of rcducinz the expenses of
the colony. end of fidding money which could bc put
out to profit by trade with Madagascar,

Volume 22, 1768: same to seme, seme address, 16
June 1768, 7-pages. On the nced for fixing prices
for trade with Madagascar. =

Volume 22, 1768: cnclosed in AF 1k, a report of

the voyage of L'Ambulant to Mozambique, 8 April
1768, 10 pages. .

Volume 23, 1768: a note on various memoirs

contained in a box marked g@_iﬂ__c_t&sj_o“f___ﬁcﬁ,
sent to the Archiwes de France by a Monsicur de
Coste, 7 Junc 1783, 16 paggs. This note is a
catalogue of a great number of memoirs concerning
French treding interests overseas, ineluding
Mozambique and Kilwn. It has not, however, so
far been possiblc to trase any of the memoirs S0
listed, and there is no mentiom of them in any of
the files dated 1783. - e

Yolume 24, 1769: Desroches, governor of Ile de
France, and Poivre, to the Minister of the N
Ile de France, 1 July 1769, 3 pages. G©
the slave trade with Mozambique. .




AF 19

AF 21

AR 22

V AF 23

VYolure 28, 1771: Desrochos to the Minister of the
Navy, Ile de Ironce, 10 Morch 1771, 2 pages.
Describes sope success in obtaining slaves f'rom
Mozambigue.

Volune 29 AL title page and letter from Brayer
au Borré to the Mnister of the N Wi, Lle de France,
2 February 1772, 3 poges. - Covering letter to AF 21.

/
Volume 29, 1/ {l: copy of repert by Brayer du Barre
to the Minister of the Mavy on trade with Bast
difmica e nid. Sl pase s,

Volume 29, 1771l: Letter in ancient Lamu Swahili in

Arabic sceript from Alawvi b.Sayyid Ahmad b,Abdallah to

his brother Mwinyi Waziri Abdallah bin Seyyidina Ahmad

b. Abdallah, asking him to look after his wile and to

bring her to Pate, 1 page, n.d. It is not clear why

this letter is 1ncludod in Brayer du B‘xrre s correspondence,
but it is of interest in that at present, although of

fivie dines only, it is the first known example of
consecutive Swohili prose. :

Volume 29, 1771: Brayer du Borrd to the Minister
of the Navy, Ile de France, 27 July 1771, 4 pages.
On trade with eastem Af‘rlca.

Volume 29, 1771: enclosed with AF 23, anonymous

document on the slave trade, Ile de France, n.d.,
3 pages.

- Volume 31, 1772: extract from the index of the

Joint correspondence of de Ternay, governor, and
Maillart du Mesle, intendant of Ile de France, to
t inister of the Navy,2 pages, n.d., but
this or the preceding year. Refers to
ide between Ile de France and Mozambique.




AR 27

AF 28

AF 29

AF 30

AF 31

AT 32

iyras  be Soulll: srmoy of Ile

Tond *ouc:.ul 1r1tenxl nt of Ilo de Fra nee,
GE) Che L;'L.;.)L,L of the H’ vy, Ile de France, 2
Seoterber 1779. concerninz thx., purchase of 600 ‘
sloves from a Monsleur Jorn-Vaneent Morice, who had
obtained then cither in Zonzibar or Kilwa, 5 pages.
This letter is of impovtince in giving the Christian

Ryl

n“mosvof Vorice whoge project for the c\c‘f“bllblmmt
of 2 "rench glave troding centre at Kilwe is the

subject of G.S.P, Freeman-Grenville,’ The Frepch at
Kilwe Island, 1965.

Volume 49, 17?9 contract with Jeon-Vincent

Morice for the purchase of 600 slaves by the
Government of Ile de Fronce, n.d., without
signatures, presumbly o d‘.mft copy only, 8 pogesy -
enclosed with AF 27 :

Volume 63, 1783: printed peper: Annonces, etc.,

. ut supra,’ 16 September 1783, p.170, re movements

of ships.

Volume 72, 1785-86: report by Monsieur Le Brasseur
to the Minister of the Navy on the voyage of the
frignte Venus'to East Africe and the Persian Gulf,.
no. address, n.d., but about 1785-86, 12 pages.

Volume 73, 1786: De Souillae to the Minister of the
Navy, Ile de France, 2 October 1786, 3 pages..
Concerning the same voyage. B

B

Volunme 73, 1786: copy of lotter of de Souillac to
le Vicomte de Lodnoria, officer comman&ing the ‘-‘_-
¥nlobor fleet, Tle de France, 20, November 1786, .

7 poges. - Conceming the some voyage and Frendb
roLt:.ons with: Muscat.
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AT 35 Volume 73, 1786: copy of o latter from de Souzlleac
to lNonsicur Rousseau, French consul-general at
o o - I e & o B v
Basrah, Ile dc France, 22 September 1786, 3 pngess
Same subject.

AT 36 Volume 78, 1787: Comsrmond, navel commonder, to
the Minister of the Mevy, Ile de France, 10 March
1787, 3 prges. Concerns the visit of the ship
Les Bons Amis on o trading voynge to the eastern
African const. The name of this ship is dlneluded
in o list of ships trading with Kilwe by Joseph
Crassons de Medeuil, Observotions, cte., printed
in G.S.P. Freeman-Grenville, The East Africoen Coast,
Select Documents, 1962, p.19%.

AF 37 Volume 78, 1787: same to same, scme address, 1
September 1787, 3 pages. Same subject.

AF 38 Volume 80, 1788: Le Chevalier d'Entrecasteaux,
governor of Ile de France, to the Minister of the
Navy, Ile de Prance, 24 February 1789, being a
covering letter for AF 39, with a map enclosed.
1 page. :

AF 39 Volume 80, 1788: Le Chevalier Saulnier de Mondevit,
Iicutenant de Vaisseau, Memoir on thé Bey-of Iindi
and the River of MNongnlo situnted on the Exst Coast
of Afriea, n.d., but doted internally to-1786.

Cf. Observations sur la carte de Zo.nguébar,

par Monsieur le Chevalicr Saulnicr de Mondevit,
faites en 1787 et publifes pour le premidre fois

en France, in Nouvelles Amnalcs:des Voyeges, de la
ggograghie’et de 1'histoire, 211 volumes, Paris,
1819-71, edited by J.-B.Eyries cnd C.Mrlte-Brun,

Vi I, 1820, A photostat of the latter has been

' e University Iibrary, University of .
ing the map being pp.332-59, of that
work:was the first systematic @




AF 42

AF L3

AF 45

AF 46

AT 47

bk i

Volune 85, 1789: rivir on the neod to sobt up a
Fronch trodin: cssablishment ot Mongelo on tho - -
cast coast of Africa, by lonsieur le Chevalier
Saulnicr de Mondevit, n.d., but probably written
in 1786, 15 pages. A complementary work to AP 39.

Volume 91, 1776=79: Ternwy, governor of Ile de.

France, and Foucault, intendant of Ile de Irance,
letter nol9l, iile des France s 0ctoh e g

pages. This letter was filed out of order in the.
Archives de.France, together also with AR 43. It

was described as being lost in G.S.P. Frecnan-Grenville,
The French at Kilwa Island, 1965, p.23.

Volume 91, 1776-79: De Souillac, ‘governor. of Ile de
France, and Foucault, intendant of Ile de France,

to the Minister of the Navy, Ile de France, 2
September 1779, 3 pages. Sece AF 27 and AF 28 above.
Concerns the purchase of 600 slaves from Kilwa and
Zanzibar brought by the Sieur Morice. Filed out of
order. ;

Volume 95, 1779-87: De Souillac to the Minister
of the Mavy, Ile de Francc, 18 May 1786, 1 page.

See above, AF 30-35, conccrning the voyage of the
frigate Venus to Hast Africa and the Persian Gulf.

Volume 95, 1779-87: samec o sane, 14 March 1787,.
2 pages. Forwarding Saulnicr de Mondevit's project
re Mongalo, AF 41 above. ; :

g

Volume 95, 1779-87: same to same, 15 June 1787,
2 pages. Regarding the failure to sond to the

Imam ‘of Misoat a ship which it had been intended -

to give him, R ST

el 53

governor of Ile
intendant of
Navy, Ilo




AR L8

AF L9

AF 50

AF 51

Volune 109, 1794-95: Commissaire des Rélations
Exterieurcs & 1o Comrdssion de la rine et des
Colonies, Paris, 1 Germinal, 4n 3, 2 pages.
Concerns thé improver seizure of an Onani vessel
by o citizen of Ile de ¥rance. ;

Volune 109, 1794-95: sanc to some, Paxis,. 27
Tlorial. An 3, 2 pages. Same subject.

Volume 109, 1794-=95: 'report to the Committee of
Publlc Safety by the Commission des Affaires
Extoricures, Paris, 18 Germinol, 4n 3, 5 pages.
Concerns the sctting up of o French consulate at
Muscat, which subsequently led to the creating of
a French consulate in Zanzibar.

Volume 109, 1794-95: Memoir by Silvestre de Sacy,
who was later celcbrated as an orientalist), in his
own handwriting, n.d. but under the heading for
1795. Summarizes letters sent by the Imam of Muscat
to Monsieur Rousseau, French consul-gencral at
Baghdad from 1786 onwards, 2 pages. Concerns the
improper seizure of an Omani vessel.

Volume 117, 1803: Magollon Lamortiére, governor of
Ile de France, to the Minister of the Navy, Ile de
France, 20 Pluvial, An 11, 3 pages. Concerning
relations with Muscat p ]

Volume 118, 1794-95: Du Caen, governor of Ile de
France, to the Minister of the Navy, Ile de France,

16 September 1803, 6 pages. Concerns relations
with Mascat. :

{ same to same, 11 Nbvbmber 1803,
Same subJect :




Pages. ‘Some subject.
AR 56 Volume 118, 1803: Cavaisnoc to de Caen, Port

Nord-Oucst, Muscat, 15 Frimaire, An 12, 10 pages.
Report on his arrival at lMuscat.

AR 57 Volunme 118, 1803: ‘extrect from the journal of:
Captain Beauchenc of his voyage to Muscat in
the Frignte Atalante, emds on 11 Frimeire, An 12,
25 pagos. Gives o long account of a visit to
Muscot at 2 time at which we have little inforration

about it.
N e, ] LY h III
Ministere des Affaires Htrangeres serie B ‘
AR 58 Volume 438, n.d. Includes a folder entitled
'Afrique: ©¥tat du Commerce ¢t de la Navigation,

1848-58: Afriquc Orientale, 1856: Zanzibar,
Afrique Orientale, 1856', 11 pages. Gives
detailed figures of French trade for that year
compared with other nations whose ships entered
the port, 1nclud1ng U.S.A. 2nd the Hanseatic

towns. There is a dlscrect silence concerning
the slave trade.

I

= 1n Yo g5 o

AF 59 Volume 1036, n.d. Includes a folder entitled:
'Monsicur Guillain, Capttaine de Vaissaou, c
les renscipnements qu'il a donnds X
[ sc. Napoleon III7 dans son a
cé;ooeuper Beurb »
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‘ Ministcere de lo Morinc séric B .

AR 60 olune no. 571, n.d.: A list of ships voyaging to
Pt . e € . .
the coasts of Africa botwcen 1763 and 1766 and trade

with Amorien, 2 peZeS.

AR 61 Volume no. 592, n.d.: signaturc illegible,
addressod to the iHmister of the Navy from Le
Hovre, 19 Jonuary 1771, 2 pages. Concerns
shipments of slavos from Africs to Amcrica.

AR 62 Volune 593, n.d.: letter signed Chogques to the
Minister of the Navy, L'Orient, 28 August 1771,
2 pagés. Concerns dispatch of stores Lo Eietde
France and cncloses AF 63.

AF 63 Volume 593, n.d. : list of ships trading from
L'Orient on behalf of the crown, 28 August 1771,
3 pages. Includes a reference to La Digue, for
. which see The French at Kilwa Island, P./.

| AF 64 Volume 593, n.d. : Choques to the Minister of the
i Nevy, L'Orient, 4 September 1769, covering letter
for AF 65,
AF 65 Volume 593, ne.d.: 1list of royal vesscls which

at different times have been sold to privete
| shipowners, 2 pages. The list includes Le Gange,
: of .The French at Kilwa Island, pp.85, 86.

AF 66 Yolume 593, n.d. : Choques to the Minister of the
Navy, L'Orient, 23 September 1771, 3 pages.
Concerning ships leaving for Ile de France and

India.
AF 67 Volume 593, n.d. : same to same, same place, 28
October 1771, 3 pages. ‘Same Subjeot.
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