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~"3.P, Frocwcn- Grenvill e 

Dur inr: tho surnnCl' of -; 96~-; uith the=; tind L:.ssi st"nco of 2-

gr c,nt froD -t,ho Insti tu-~o of Africo..n studios of the Univ-
1 

ersity of Gh,'cHf'.; tho writer w~,s nble to mr.ko .sOYllO further 

seo..rch,~s i:, the Archi ves de ~~ for docuf:1(mt .s concerning 

the oo..stern Afriron coast. The object of tho present paper 

is to give a brief descripti on of thE: r esults, which b rought 

to light more tha n sixty fresh documents which throw some 

light upon the history of eo.stern M'ri ca during what is still 

a most obscure peri od. 

Some preliminary observa t i ons seem not out of pl ace. 

The t i t l e Archives de mnce is i tself at first si ght mis­

leading. It suggests t hat they are th e general reposi t ory of 

the French nati ona l ar chives i n the sense t hat the Ghana 

Nati onal Archives ar e i n Ghana , or the Public Record Offi ce 

in Engl and - wher e al l offi cial documents are sent as soon as 

they ar e f ifty year s old and made availab l e fo r public consu­

lta tion. The Archives de France, i n spite of their t itle, 

contain offi cial documents up to the r evolution of 1789 only, 

with very few papers beyond t hat date. For t he post-revolution 

period each individua l minis t ry maintains i ts own s eparat e 

archive s, making the papers public for consultation by schola rs 

in the usua l wo:;; once thBY a r e fifty years ,old . 

1.. Some preliminary work wa s done in 1962. The writer t akes 
this opportunity ,t o express his gratitude to Monsieur -F. ' Bc:mss'8t," 
Adjoint au Conservateur-General des Archives de France to 
MOnsieur Etienne Taillemite and to other members of th~ staff, 
for the most courteous and 
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~ '1 " rtrcn-l-h ,.,,.., iJt' "'''nt Thus n:;sel1rch into tho history OIG 1e iU~ c·· v.",· 1 ~'"v 

"0 b ,-' COllducted i n (ncll ::'inis t r y sepc:.r'.' te l y . centuries hO-s v ~ 

Acc ess to t ho .Archi ves de :f.'r[!.llce is not diff i cult for 
.- <:"~.:~ • .,,= .. ~.=-r,, .. ",,'''=---=- " 

b " 'To ob-cnl'n ,". ·tl'clwt of o. dLJi ssi o:1 i 'or 0. period foreign su J 0C "G,S, ,,--

of l ess than L'\ f:1onth it i s sui':L' ici ent to produce .~'. PfLssport . For 

a longer perio d. it i s ,.a l so necessar y to produce t V/o P(1.8sport- s i ze 

photographs. Entry i s no r mlly r estr i cted t o'C.rchi v i s ts 'l.nd to the 

t eaching membor3 of univ ,'rsitios . To r th:3 O-rchives of Luni stries 

a letter of introduction fro m an embas sy or from a university i s 

also required. 

At first sight it might seeD strange to search in the 

Archives de France for documunts concerning eastern Africa. Except 

for some occasional tra ding s t a tions at diff erent times in Madagascar, 

France had no direct inter ests in eQst ern Africa until the late nine­

t eenth century, when she took possession of Madagascar, th e Comoro 

Islands and part of Solll!llia. These l as t two she still holds. Before 

this period French inter ests 17er e lir.ri. ted to the islands of Bourbon 

and Ile de France, now known ['. s Reunion and Mauritius. When they 

were annexed to the French Crovm both these isla nds were uninhabited. 

Their annexation i s thus in no way compo.rable to the later territorial 

acquisitions by European powers of diffcr ertt parts of the African 

mainland. 

Bourbon was seiz ed first as a convenient r efreshment station 

on the way to ,t4e t~ading stations ,of the Compagnie des Indes
2
in India. 

But its poor harbour and 1017 

considerate troatnont that ho has receivod. 

2. Commonly known n.s the French East India Company. 
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potenti al for t:,3 pr oduct i on of shi ps t vi c tua l s disQ.ppoi n t od 

earlier hop,)s, :'-:1:3. i n 1714 110 de Frcmce w~~s occu~icd. Under 

Bertrand I'r'1nc ois iVt,h~ d J l a Bou;donno.i s (governor , 1735-45) 
;) 

it b ecc.me tho pi vot 0:[' French tr~: ding i n t eroGt s i n tlh, I ndian 

Oc ean . 

furi ng t he oi ght Genth ,c entury it n ov er ,became part of 

French of f i ci a l policy t o a cquir e either col oni e s or tro.ding 

stati ons on tho ma inland of eas t orn Africa . Fronch eyes "er o 

fix ed primarily upon the commercia l woalth a nd possibilitie s 

of I ndia. Politically and economically the French government 

r egarded 11e de France a s no more than a safe nava l base in time s , 

of war, and a refreshment station, a steppi ng-stone on the long 

voyage to Indic., in time s of peace. Nev erthel~ss '0, n1.llllber of 

enterprising p ersons" ~~h~ de 10. Bourdonnais included, again and 

again urged upon the French government the advan tages, both 

commercial and strategic, of developing tra de wi th the ea st ern 

African coa st and ~of setting up trading stations thereon. The 

Portuguese had been : e~peli ed from Mombasa after their brief second 

occupa tion of' 1728-29, ,and as the' century wore on their wealmess 

became more apparent. The Arabs of Oman, who had first seized 

Mombasa af'te:c the long'sei go of Fort ~ of 1696-98, had sone 

little more t han est ablish a co'~~rcial dominance ci:f" the coas,f' 

of a nature so ineffectiv e and a t the same time so reprehensible 

to the loca l inhabi tnntsthat th8re vw's ample ' scope both 'for' 

other cOr.lffiercial and indeed other political in't erests. Thus, in 

the face of the strictly neutra l policy of th e French government, 

the Archives de France contain 11 nuob er of valuable docuoents in, . 
the form of letters and projects put up f'roo . tine to time by 

individuals. Bocause these individuals primarily concerned them­

selves with cOl!ll:lercial rather than political matters, we gain a 

valuable insight into African comcercial and economic affairs 0 

This. is especia.ll,y important in a. period in which docuoents of 
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I "lQ..;ul :.r..ll,h of 

. t th:,t , ;:/hiLs'J tile hi storJ of Afr ic:, this is of such Hlpor c.nc..: 
• J . ' lly J' !1~ f' i s t orv of )..fri ("~n JoJc>p L s , ',,0 3h,-,ul d bo l S cssen vl .:..1 \ v L;.!- ., • 

'1" - f ro s o DGP'lo c: t ,lOr o \:.) to i l?noro t h(3 .w['.il J.'o l u sour co gul Co" 0 f, ,u • 'c.' ~ .. ' 

m t eria l i n Europoan ::crchiv o3 Vihich :l.ros8 prL.lD. r ily f ro n 

fundamentally Europoe,n i nt ..,r'osts . It ;;:ou l d bo ".,holly wr ong 

to i gnoro ro.nything which onablr:s 't he v '· tient r econstl-"r-ti on of 

t he detail of African history. 

In The French a t Kih,a I s l and: an epi sode i n eighteenth 

cQntury East African hi stor y,3 the present writer has published 

in translation a ll tho known docucionts rol~ ting to the p eriod 

1773-79 in the Archives de Franco, tog,) thor with th e Morice 

manuscript proserved in tho library of Rhodos House, Oxford 

(mss .Afr.r .6) • A r el a ted docul1ont pres orv ed i n the Rar e Books 

Library of the University of Chic:l.go (oss.1 051), bei ng Joseph 

Crassons de Medeuil' s Obs ervations on Kihm, and A COlJIJunice t ion 

presented to Monsieur de Curt. Royal Coooissioner, to Monseigneur 

Ie Mar6chal de Co.stries, Minister of the Navy,4. wri tt en ~.1. 784-85, 

has a lready b oen printed in tra.nslai;ion in tho witerl·s ~ 

Africa n Coast: Sel ect Documents, 1962, pp.192-7. The saoe 
[ 

3. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1965. This work, hOH0vor, was 
oooplot ed in 1963, a nd does not take aooount of any.dooUDonts found 
after Septeober in that year. 

4. The Ministry of the Navy vms responsiblo for ~ll Frenoh 
oolonia l possessions a t this poriod. 



5 

Vlor k ['. lso concr i ns tho :Refl ections of a Cnpbin p, ful l ons , t he 

onl y work in the Archiv os of Jvh~:ct.~ known to discuss the 

t p~ ' c 5 eas -(lrn .a!rlco..n coase;. 

It has nov! beon possiblo to find sixty- six further 

docu'Jent s of F:t:'onch oris i n concer ninf-:: oastorn Africa i n the 

ei ghtoenth c:.mtury, These hl1ve ull been photographed in Rnis 

by tho courtGSY of t he Ar chi vas de France, :.nd 2Sorox :'.opi cs hav e 

now been depo-si ted in the LibraF.f of the University of Ghana. 

Thus, with the exception of what ha s already been published, the 

new deposit contains all the new knovm docuoents conc erning t he 

eastern African coast up to the year 1804. .~ appendix to this 

paper sets out in detail the rese3.rch in this fi eld which is 

knowp stil l to reoain to be done . 

Before giving brief details of the new discoveri es it is 

necessa ry to say sonethi ng of the Dode of cita tion. The Archives 

de France do not have fu lly i teoized.ca tal ogues for the area wit h 

5. The French- at Ki l wa I sl and i nc l udes u detailed bibliography 
covering bot h t he history of the east African · coast i n the eight­
eenth century and French uc ti viti es in~iLl t regi on. To this may 
be added t he fo llowi ng publicrt t i ons of t he' M9.uriti usArchives 
Publications fund : L. Arb ey: Atl ae Souveni r de l 'Abb~ de l a 
Caille, 1953 ; A. Toussai nt: Earl y American Tra de with Maur i tius, 
19,54 : idem; He ertoire des Archives. de l' Ile de France endant l a 
r~de de l a Con a i e des I rtdes 171 .68, J956; M. t y- Tl.o Fan.: . 
Mauritius and the Spice Tro.de: the Odyssey of ff orrB Fbivre, 1958 ; . 
R. Decar y: Les voyages du chi rur gi en livine ~ l ' 10 de France et 
dans l a Mer des Indes au debut du XIX si ecl e , 1958; D. Napal : 
Les Constitutions de l'lle Maurice. 1962 ; R. l e Juge de Segr ais : 
Les Deux Princesses, 1963. . 
Tb these my a ttention wa s kindly dravm by Dr . A. Tous sai nt Chi ef 
Arohivist of Mauritius. TWo important works from hi s ' 
L'ne de Fra.nce sousl'adr.Jinistra tion fran ai se 1 2 and 
L'Histoire des lIes Mascarenes-Seychelles-
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which V1tJ nr s --ionc orn ..... dn 
For "he ::lO.<;t p'_:.rt it is not jJossible to 

. ,. L ' rC)'P8rtori c s . s0:.: r o11 for indivi a.u"CJ- 1t",:!.3 .~i inGGrus In -
The 

. - " rl _. l/hl-cn -,i''; d.re l,vu\J\Oined, I.;n i; i tlod princlpcl, .i. S 0C- Gl J l1 i,. vd 

+- .. , .. '{J .. U. 17j1i-.:h lists the: nU·'.b:.:: rs of' has ,)~ly [I" ho.ndwrJ.v ·c8:1 C ~~ ,.J... , -' 

. 1-.' " . ', . JX C'~ Non.::)f tho fil e, s or boxes fi:L Gs; bu~~ .cone 0. r f
) ll1 ,~~}:~, u. , U~ 

I1 r o fo li2 celL l!"'ro::, tine- +'0 tic" tL. oP,t0S 0f' tho c ::..'~alogue , 1.'hich 

8.r 0 st;.'.!:"lp ud on tllv fil e,<; :,n<1 o:);.(os , d.c not corrGspol1 rl iiith the 

dates of ~,ll tho cOi:Lmts. Thus it is iDpossi bl o t o Siv ", pe"ge or 

folio references for any of tho individual ite~s listed here, but 

only the referenc(; nunb er and date of the file or box in V1hich they 

are contained. The nuober of pages of ea ch item has b8en notod in 

the list that follows, each given the prefix AF f olloRed by a numb er, 

in accordance with the order of tho docuDents in the bound xeroxed 

copy deposited in the University Libr~ry of the University of Ghana. 

It reoains to be said tha t this is not an app ropriate moment 

to give more than the brief est descri ption of these documents. A 

full discussion will neoessitato n soparate article . Such an 

artiele can only be of porDanent v~lue after furth er searches both 

in the Archives de France and in those of certain oinistries. In 

addition, a t the pres ent tiDO, the whole subject of the histo~ of 

eastern Africa in the ei ghteenth and nine~eenth centuries requires 

a fresh appreciation, and this cannot be done picco-Denl. Before 

it can be worth while, fr esh searches nr e neoded in tho Rlblic 

Record Office and in tho Indio Offic'e Library in London, c,nd a 

careful collation of Swahili, Portuguese and also Goronn sourOQS 
6 

is necessary. 

In the preparc.tion of the prosont list r.v grateful thanke 
are due to Mr. John Gray-Theriot, D.ssistnnt librarian, 

Libr!l~, Univorsity oi' Ghr.na, ·o.nd to Mr. Emme.:ru.1'OO:J.~~~~!I!~~~ 
photograph or in tho 8a~o l1brar,y. ~ 
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6. R. Coupl"ud. , ,f['.§,.t j\.J'ri ncc_ ",ncLJ.!L1£..Y.:::h.L.§., 1:738 , dCf)()l1aS 

t o 3 P'(;:1 t oxt0nt u~on p"-pors in t h0 ~:.=0,;."Hoco_~'1_9i!ic;;;. , but 
I Gr[;c l y thos . cf tho Ii'oJ.'0i;n Jfficc; tlnGo of tho ',k'x Office 
~l.nd tho :~ll-,;il "l lty :11 so r '-, quil'ooxc..'1.in:'. t i on . ' 'Lbo I ndi.2:.J?ffic 0. 
Libr('"ry , "hich cO!1t ', i !l. s r:, v crJ l~r"';) nunbar ;)f Llc..nu5cri,t='t s , hI S 

never b 80n e :;C[\ ;~1ined frod tho point of vi ;;',': ':If eastern Ai'ri c :-. : 
,:c briof prolir.:icl ,ry SUl"V8Y by th o -;)l'osent i'iri tel', too short t o 
be conclusi VL. , sl'lo\:'eQ th::t:' tho rocords 'Jf shi ppi ng 110VOnonts 
in tha Indian Oc oan in tho oi ghteenth century " aul d throw light 
upon on storn Af'ri can trado . Tho E'l s t Afri can Swahi li Commi t t ee 
has b een collecting Suo-hili docujJ(;nt s sinc o 1958, and sone fresh 
inforr:Jation of' i oport o.nc o ho,s o,lr eady cooo to light. Dr. E. Axel son 
is currantly prepnri ng works on thu Portuguo so in south-e2st Africa 
fro o 1530-1 600, and fro o 1700_1 890, Hhi ch will supplement his 
inva luable South-East Afric,'). , 148Lt-1530, 1940, a nd Tho Portugue s e 
in South-East Africa, 1600-1700, 1960. Gor onn sources f o r early 
commercia l ncti viti os in Za nzibar, TIhich pa r a llel an unexploited 
French sories in the Mini st~r(; des Aff a i ros itrang~ros, Paris 
(s ao below, p. 18, havo not yot b oon oxaninod. For tha nineteenth 
c entury Dr. R. Foskett' s The Zaobesi J ournal a nd Lett ors of Dr. John 
Kirk, 1964, is understood t o be tho b eginning of a complote public­
ation of Kirk's papal's. Th o trea ty by which Tanganyika a nd Zanzibar 
were incorporated as Ta nzania was si gne d in front of the Zanziba r 
Archives, a continuous s eri es since 1840, which so f a r has been us ed 
up to 1856 onJY, by Sir John Gray, History of Zanzibar: from the 
middle ages to 1856,1963: of these 11 full account is still n eeded. 
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Vol um 75 - 1730 -36: extrac t frOD n l()t t~r from . 
the"Sieur Cu oni soll , in C;l'-'_ l'CU oi' tho tl'Gding sto'l ~J.on 
of Wnlle, to Monsi eur Ihrd.e.Doun , governor o~ pondichO~J ' 
Mc,ho , 30 Augu:::t 1730, 4 po.gos . Gives 0. brlcf o.ccoun 
of thc eviction of tho Portugu os o froI:l Mombe.sa by the 
local inhabitants i n 1729 . 

Co l onies s~rie C4 - n e de Fra nc e . 

AF 2 Vo l ume 2. 1733- 31: Nkmsieur Vigourcux to the 
Controller-Gener a l of the CODpagnio des Indos, 
Port-Loui s , n e de Franc e , 22 Novomber 1736 , 
17 pages. ' Giv es an account of a voyage he ha.d 
made a l ong the ,Afri can coast froD t he Capo of 
Good Hope t o the KeriDba Islands , with some details 
of the trade of Sofl1.m, CuaruJ., Quilirnnne, Angoehe , 
Mozambique and the Kerioba I s lands, a nd their 
principal exports and i oports . 

AF 3 Volume 3. 1738-39: copy of a l ott er from Mortsi eur 
de la Bourdonnais, governor of Ilo d e France, to 
Monsieur de Fulvy, Port Louis, 110 de Franco, 30 
Janua~ 1738, 2 pagos only ext~.cted froo 34 folios. 
The l et t er discusses the establi shoont of a trading 
e ontre in 4 0 de Fnmce and t r ade prospect s with 
India and Chinn. The pagos extractod concern prospocts 
of trade with Sofula. 

AF 4 Volume 7. 1751-53: Do Lozior Bouvot, govornor of 
no de Franc e , to tho Syndics n.nd nlroctors of the 
Compagni e dos Indcs, Port Louis, na do Franoe, 
31 August 1753. nlacuaaoa trada, nnd ospeoiallY 
the slo.vo o.nd oowrio trados between ne de ~. 
and tho Korimbo. Iala.nds. 
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Volume-L 1751-~: same to s~me, so.mo address, 
2 pages extracted from 27 follos , 31 December 
1753. Folio 25 roclCGS a pa.ssing reference to 
the shi p Tre izc Cantons vlhich is on a vOYllge of 
'discovery', that is to sJ.Y of unquiry into the 
trade of the eastGrn Afric..ill coast • 

. y"olume 7. 17..?1.::.22: Abbe de 1& Tour, A Proje ct 
concerning lIe de France anu Bourbon, lIe de 
France, 12 May 1753 . No o.Liclressee, but plainly 
i ntendGd for the i,:L'1ister of t~_0 Navy, to whom 
it was sent. sets out a propos8.1 for general 
trade bet;-{oen lIe de Frc!.l1ce :J.i1c. the east African 
coast, with a French slaving post at Mombasa. 
A similar proposal was made by ]'1ahe de la 
Bourdonnais, cf. f:le moire des J)les de France et 
de Bourbon, 1740, ed. A. Toussaint and A. Lougnon, 
Leroux, Paris, 1937, pp0321-3. It seems, however, 
that he never developed the plan in detail or 
forwarded it to the French government. 

Volume 18, 1767: Pierre Poivre, Intendant of 
lIe de France, to the Minis ter of the Navy, lIe 
de France, 30 September 1767, 2 pages. Complains 
of the scarcity of slaves available in Madagascar, 
from which TIe de France had hitherto obtained 
slaves, and recommends that the government should 
support the opening of the slave trade with 
Mozambique, which hitherto had not been used as a 
source of supply. 

Volume 20, 1768: Dumas, governor, lIe de Fra~ce, 
to the ,Minis ter of tho Navy, HE? de France, 27 
February 1768, 4 pages. Concerns the despatch 
of the frigate l' Ambulant to purchase slaves in 
Mozambique. 

Volume 20. 1768: Copy or 'a letter from Dumas to 
Poivre, Ile de France, 24 August 1768, 5 pages. 
Describes the failure of the voyage of L'Ambulant, 
which returned with only eight slaves.· . ' 

Volume 20, 1768: DWIlas to the i.'linister of the 
Navy, lIe de France, 24 September 1768, glV1ng a 
report on the voyage of L' Ambulo.nt and enclosing 
.AF 11, 10 pages. 
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Voluc8 22, 1 76}: fJi v1'C to tll" Hinisto:: of t~e 
fuvy Ile d;Tr8.ncc, 15 J c.nuzcq 1768, discusslng 
the dirficultios of the sl·w-.; t!':'.de: ,;ith Nhcl; .gascar 
and tho f nilur'o of tho vOyD.I' G of .~ulant, 4 paGes. 

Volur..0 22, 1 :z.§.§.: srne adr oss., saEll) data , 4pagos. 
On tho i opossibili t y of r oduci nr: tho oxpe:ns os of' 
the col ony 2nd of firlding Doney which could ba put 
out to profit by trado with Hadagc.scar. 

Voluoe 22, 1768: saDe to saDe , same address , 16 
June 1768, 7- pages. On the need for f'ixing prices 
for trade with Madagascar. 

Voluoe 22, 1768: enclosed in AF 14, a report of' 
the voyage of L'Anbul ant to Mozaobi que , 8 April 
1768, 10 pages. 

Volumo 23, 1768: a note on v~rious meDoirs 
contained in a box oarked ~te C, coast of Africa, 
sent to the Archiwcs de Frunce by n Monsieur de 
Costo, 7 June 1783, 16 paggs. This note is a 
catuloguo of a gr eat nuober of oeooirs concerning 
French trading inte r osts overseas , including 
Mozaobique and Kilwa. It has not, ho wGvor, so 
f ar b een possible to trao 0 a ny of the momoirs ~o 
li sted, and th t.:r e is no oentiou: of thuo in any of 
the f ile s dated 1783. 

YQ1.uoe 21h 1769: Desroches, governor of ne do 
Freno e , and Poivre, to tho Minister of the Navy, 
n e de France, 1 July 1769, 3 p~ges . Conoerning 
the slave trade with Mozambique. . 

Volume 25. ;'1769: Poivro to the Minister of tho 
Navy, Ile de Franco, 2 July 1769, 5 pnges. 
Concerns tho short age of slavos in Ila de Franoe 
and asks permission to open trade with JIII),lItullA1!t11 
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Ys.:~"':'-L' ~1I!.: Dosrocho s to t ho ],:inister of the 
N.:cvy, H o' do ~''rorl1C(), -10 1brch 1771, 2 paGes. 
Dos0ri"iJos sone succ or;::; in obto.ininq- slc.vos froD 
Moz:.nbiqllc; 

Y.?1-UI~: ,_, t~ tlo pare I1ml letter froD Brayer 
elu furre t o tho Jlill1J.stnI' of the Newy , lle Je Frnnce , 
2 Fobru:'.lY 1772, 3 ;x:.ges . Coveri ng l etter to AF 21. 

I 
voluDe294--1771: copy of r eport by Bro.yor du Barre 
to the Minister of the N:1VY on trade . with East 
Afri~, n.d., 4 p,s,ges. 

VolUI!le 29. 17]1: Letter in a ncient Lamu Swahili in 
Arobic script from Alarn b .Sayyid .Ahmad b.Abdallah to 
his brother Mwinyi Waziri Abdnllah bin Seyyidina Ahmad 
b. Abdnllah,~sking him to look after his ~d~e and to 
bring her to Pate, 1 page, n.d. I t is not cl Gar why 
this letter is inc l ud od in Brayer du Barr~1 s correspondenc e , 
but it is of interest in that a t present, although of 
five linos on~, it i s the first known exaDpl e ef 
consecutive Swahi li Frose. 

Valume 29. lin : Brayer du B:1rr~ to the Mi nister 
of the Navy, n e de France, 27 Ju~ 1m, 4. pages. 
On trade wit h eastern Africa. 

Vol UI!lO 29. 1771 : enc l osed wit h AF 23, anonymous 
document on the slave trade, lle de Fran ce, n.d., 
3 page s . 

Volume 31 . 177! : extract from t he i ndex of the ' 
joint correspondenc e ofele Ternay, governo r, and 
Maillnrt au Mo sIe, inten dant of ile de France, t o 
the Minister of the Navy,2 pages, n .d.,. but 
presumbly this or the preceding year. Ref ers to 
tl'10 slave t ra de betw\3en n e de Franc e a~d Mo zambique. 

Volume 39. 1775: printed pap er : Annonces. 
Mfiohes et Avis divers pour les Colonie s des 
Islas de Franqo et de Bourbon, no.30,. ~; J~lY 
l"ns., -pp.1l7-l8 extracted. Gives particulars ' 
or 81\1 •• of · sltl.ves, including thoir p:b.:ces (yr . 
Or.Lgin. 
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AF 30 

AF 31 

AF 32 

AF 33 

L: 

I, Q '777 ')' T,. '"''J'.lil1~C , ·o'.'vc.nor. of H e VtJJ.W:'u ~ - ,b.b2. - - ,-' - -' -
=d Fr~ n ' ~nd '<'o uc::.u1 t inteu 'lnt of rlo .l e l''rnnco, e 1, (-111C e~ t.... .... , 
, ',' ~ "; ~o, "t '1' .~(' tho 1'lo.V7, li8 cla L'r~nco , 2 "'[;0 t;illJ 1,.:....... ) ",-,,- ,..) I..; v.... ~ 6 
SO;:Jter,be:;: 1779. conc orllin ' tho purch~.s0 . of 00 , 
sl;.ves fro].; ::1 ilbn si cur J J'.n- VUlc0nt I'.!oF.L CO , I7ho l1

n ,d 
ob tc.ined th en either in Z:1nzibar ~r . Kilwn., ?" p>~;:~. 
Thi s l ott ·; r is of i lJP01't'cnc o in GlV""ll1e th8. L;Drl Svl o.n 
~[1Des ,of 1!Olico whose projoct fo r .tho ()st;~bli shoL'nt 
of ['. '~ronch Eilo.i:a tr-::. cling c~ntre c.-c Kilrrr- i ~: the 
s~bject of G.S.p. FI-eornn-Grcmvillc,' !h~L1!.S.::..cd.u!i 
Kilwo. Island, 1965. 

Volune 49, 1779: contmct ,{i th J oo.n-Vincent 

M:lrice for the purcha se of 600 slaves by the 
Gove;rnment of TIe de Frnnce, n.d., without 
signntures~ prcsurrnbly 0. droft copy only, 8 p:.:.ges ,. 
enclosed ,nth AF 27. 

VoluDB 63. 1783: pripted paper: Annonces, etc., 
ut supra, 16 Septeober 1783, p.170, r e rnov uoo nis 
of ships. 

Volume 72. 1785-86: report by Monsieur Le Brasseur 
to the Minister of the Navy on the voyage of the 
fri go. teo Venus ' to MSt Africa and tho Pe rsic'-11 Gulf, 
no, address, . n.d., but about 1785-86, 12 pagos. 

Volume 73, 1786: Dc Souillao to tho Minist er of the 
Navy, TIede Fr,1.nce, 2 Octob e r 1786, 3 po.ge s. 
Concerning the saDe voyage . 

VolUllle 73. 1786: copy of l otter of de Souillo.c to 

I e Vicornt~ de Loooc.~in , officer comnnnding ' the 
Malabar fleet, li e de Franco, 20. Novcober 1786, 
7 pO,ges. ' Concerning the S0.00 voyngo und French 
rclntions with Musca t. 

Volume 73. 1786: copy of lotter of SI100 to tho !mea, 
Of Muscnt, Ilc do Franco, 20 Novoobor 1786, 
Snrno sub j ec t. ' 

VolUOG 73, 1786: 

Iroo of . Ahlsc" t to tho Comte de '~I"I= RIlbi u1-AWll1 1199 of 'lshe ---tllPllll i 
1 page, Sacs subj ct. 



AF 35 

AF 37 

AF 39 

13 

.Y.212E£~Lh..1-l§£. : copy or "- l l., thr i'Y'Or.l do Soui1hc 
to ;·:onsi uur ::-:'OU SS<);1 U, li'ronch con sul- CE:ncrc.l at 
Bc.src.h, Ilo Qo Fr;,~ncG, 22 Se:'tonblJr 1786 , 3 p"- r:o s • 
S.::u.:o sub j IJc t • 

Y.2lur.IJ 78,i. 17121: CorLar"lOnct , n n.v;cl' COf1I:l.".rlclor , to 
t he Ministor of tho Nc.vy , Ilo <le li'i.'.:cnco , 10 I.b r ch 
1787, 3 P~.00S . Concer ES t h l) vi si t of t ho ship 
Los Bon s Aois on 0. trc. din .~ vOY"-Go to tho eastern 
Afri ctm co~ st. 'The reDe OI~ thhl ship i s i nc1udol 
in 0.. li s t of ships trc..din~ 1i;i th Ki h .'l:'. by J osop11 
Crossons do ~ledeui1 , Ob s orvo. t i ons, otc., printed 
i n G. S. P . Freeoan- Gr envi11e , The Ea st Africc..n Coa st, 
Sel ect Do cument s, 196 2, p. l 96. 

Vo1une 78 , 1787: SQffie t o saoe, S1me nddre s s , 1 
Septemb er 1787 , 3 p~ges. Snme subject . 

Vol ume 80 , 1788 : Le Chevc.li er d 'EntrecD. steaux , 
gov ernor of n e de Franco , to the Minis t e r of the 
Navy, n e de li'r'c:.nce, 24 February 1789, b eing a 
covering l etter for AF 39, with a onp enclos e d . 
1 pa ge . 

Volume 80, 1788 : 1e Chevalier Saulni er de Mondevit, 
Lieut enant de Vaisseau, Meooi r on th e Be.yof ,Lindi' 
and the Riv er of Mong8.10 si tuo. t ed on the ' E~ st Co o..st 
of Africo.., n.d., but dc..t ed internally to 1786. 
Cf. Obs ervations sur 10. co..rte de Zo..ngu'ebc..r. 
pc. r Monsieur Ie Chevali or Saulni cr de ,Mondevi t. 
faites en 1787 et publi~es pour iD: p·re"rid.~ro fois' 
on Franc8,iii 'Nouvelles Anno.los des VO;(1'.BeS, de 10. 
g~ogrnEhie et de 1 'histoire, 211 volumos,P.:>.ris, , 
1819-71, edited by J.-B.ENries nnd C.Malte-Brun, 
Vol. VI, 1820. A photosta t of the l a tter ha s b een 
pJ,aced in the University.Library; Univers:i,.ty ()f , 
GhmlD., including tho oap being pp.332-59, of that 
work. Mondevi t' s work, wes tho first systeoatic 
survey of the IA.ndi and 'Mingoyo ,c..rea of the present 
Tanzania, and added substo:ntia11y to previous work 
on Zanzibc.r. I 

Volume 85. 1789: Commond to the Minister of the 
lhvy, :rae de France, 20 June 1789, 11 pl:\ges. 
Reporting on trode with the eastern African coast, 
including Ifonga10. 



AF41 

AF 4-2 

AF 4-3 

AF 4-4-

AF 4-5 

AF 4-7 

Voluno 8 .. \ 173'2: ;")L?i~' on,;;;l: ~ ,,(1 to setr.u~ a 
Fl~onch tr, .. Hlin Qt" -~~b ll8112JLrfG :.. .. u j'\ J.'l,":"[l.lJ on un..­
o~'.St coast of Lfric:L, by j,Ion:c i our 10 ChovlJ.~()r 
SaulnL;l':' de F.1onc1ovi t, n. J.., 'Jut proba.b ly riI'J. tten 
i n 1786, 15 pages. A comp16::Jen-Gc ry ;'orlc t o PJ! 39. 

V011;l!:1e 91, 1776-79 : ::.\)1'110.,y , .gov orn0T, o[, Ile d~ 
Fronce,and Foucault, intqnd.ant of Ilo de lire,nce , 
lett Gr no.91, Ilo de Fro.nce , 3 October 1777, ~ 
pac es. This l ut t ol' nas filed out of or dOL' i n thE:; 
Archivos d0 1'rencG , toeothc r also v:ith A.F 4-3. It 
~ described a s b ein.e l ost- in G.S.P. FreeQ,:m-Gronvillo, 
Th() F-f'onch at Kih;a If"-~, 1 965', p. 23. 

Volune 91. 1776-79: De Souillac ,governor of He de 
France, and Foucault, intendant of lIe de France, 
to the Minister of th e Navy, Ho dQ France, 2 
September 1779, 3 pages. Seo AF 27 and AF 28 above. 
Concerns tho purchase of 600 slav es fron Kil~~ and 
Zanzibar brought by the Si eur Morice. Filed Jut of 
order. 

Volumc 95. 1779--87: Do Souilla c to the Minis't er 
of the Navy, Ile de Franc e , 18 May 1786, 1 page. 
See above, AF 30-35, concerning the voyaCe of the 
frigate ~ to East .ttrica and the Persian Gulf. 

Volume 95. 1779-87: sarno to s~e, 14- March 1787, 
2 pages. Forwa rding Saulni or de Mondevit' s project 
re Mongalo, AF 4-1 a bov e • 

Volume 95, i779-8Z: sane t'o snme, 15 June 1787, 
2 pages. Regarding tho feilur8 to sand to the 
Imam of lihlscat a Shiplllhich it had been intended 
to give him. 

Volune 96. 178i-89: L~ Chovalier d'Entrecnstonux, 
governor of IIo do.Fr~nco, ~nd ~btais de Narbonne, 
intendant af Ile do Franco, to the Ministor of" the 
N~vy, !10,do France, 30 Janu~ 1789, 9 pages. 
G~ve8 0. full account of the rensons for SaUlD1w fl8 
Mondovit's expedition, AF 39 above. " 
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AF 49 

lllo' 50 

AF 51 

AF 52 

AF 53 

AF 54 

AF 55 

I:; 

Volu;"l; lO'l 1l2JJ:::.9"' : COi J,i s8ai rc; des R61!. tions 
.~.~~"'('........ 1 1 -, ' t' gxt eri cu rcs 2 l~, COlJr i f1 .... i :)D \.. ~ C '1 Id'J.. Y'1.rlD 0 rJ-CS 

COIOCli " s, :::':.ris, 1 GorL,in~ l, An 3, 2 pc.r:os 0 

Conc crns tho i aJI'o ).J r seizuro J:f con OL' ,ni V ( 1: 13 01 
'by :1. ci t i 'z Ui1 of' - I10 d.G li'r'.n c (; • 

~e_l09 ! 1794-22: 
Florial. :l-Yl 3, 2 pac; o::; . 

,Y,WC to 30.0 0 , furis, 27 
Sa p.!o SUbj0ct. 

Y.s?l!d:.T1e lQ)~: . report; to tho' CtmrrL ttco of 
Public &fety by t ho C;)r.L"lission dOD Af?aires 
Exturi eures , P::.ris, l 8 G'Jrcim.l, An 3, 5 9C'iS us • 
Concerns the setti ng up of a French consulate o. t 
Muscat, which subsequently l ed to th e oreating of 
a French consulnte in Zanzibar. 

Silvestro de Sacy, 
ori cntalist), i n his 

own handwriting, n.d. but under the h eading :for 
1795. Su~~arizos letters sent by the l rnco of Musca t 
to Monsi eur Rousseau, French consul-general at 
Baghdad :from 1786 onwards, 2 pages. Conc erns the 
improper seizure o:f an Omani vessel. 

Volw:ae 117. i 803: IIhgol10n woorti~re, governor o:f 
lIe de Franc e , t o the Minister of the Navy, lIe de 
France, 20 Pluvial, An 11, 3 pages. Conc erning 
r el a tions with ~fuscat. 

Vollli~e 118. 1794-95 : Du Cacn, governor of lIe de 
France, to the Minister o:f the. Navy, H e de Franc e, 
16 Septep.!ber 1803, 6 pages. Concerns rel~tions 
with Mlscat. 

VOIUDG 118, 1803: sap.!e to sa~e, 11 Novomber 1803, 
4 pages~ Same subject. 

Voluoe 118,1803: . saDe to ~avaignac, French Resident 
at Muscat, lIe de Franoe, 19 Fructidor, An 12, 4 

1 • AI 50 to AF 57 concern the opening o:f :forrol r eb tions 
with I4.tsca.t, which lo.ter were follo'led by a French consulate 
in Zanzibar, which led to considorable Fronco-Britishtension 
there ia the mLd and l(lter 'nine,teenth century. : . 



AF 56 

AF 57 

Vo lunG 1l.\L~: C,w.::.i n~ c t:Jle Cuen, Port 
Nord-Ouust, Musc ct, 15 ?rino'.ir ,> , An 12, 10 P(;,c.'~s , 
Report on hi s arri vnl 0, t MuscC', t . 

Volur.:e 118, 1892: oxtr ct fro~., tho j our.n,:,. ~ of , 
Cu'ntain Beo.ue-heme of his 'lO;)'U G O to MUSG o, t In 
th'~ Fri 'v>to Atnlcmte , Gn ds on 11 ::':rim.iro , An 12, 

o - f . ' " t 25 pages. Gi ves n l onG a ccount 0 0. VJ. Sl v 0 

Musc0.t at 0, tir.lO e t ;'!hich TIe havo little inform t i on 
abou tit. 

" "" III Ministere des Affaires Etrangores serie B 

AF 58 Volume 438, n.d. Includes a f older entitlod 
'Afrique: Eta t du Coonerce at de 10. Nnvica tion, 
1848-58: Afrique Oriento' l e , 1856: Zanzibur, 
AfriquG Oriental e, 1856 ', 11 pages. Gives 
detailed figures of French trade for th~t year 
compared ,a th other nations who S u ships entered 
the port , including U.S.A . 3nd the Hanseatic 
towns • . There is a di screet silence concorning 
the slave trade . 

n 

Ministerp de 10. IIbrine serie B:i~. 

AF 59 VoluOG 1036, n.d. Includes a folder entitled: 
' 1bnsi Gur Guillain, Capttaine de Vaissaau. co~lete 
IGS r ens eigneI!lonts qu'il a donn O's ~ Sc M~joste 
~sc. Napoleon 1117 dans son uudiunce. Propos6 
d'occuper Bourb e ra, Kafoun, Monbuze', 9 pagos. 
Guillain recommendod to Napoleon IlIon 3 Deoember 
1856 that, in viow of the uppro:\chinG death ot 
Sayyid Said - which in faot had alrotl~ taken p 
1:1.1 thouGh they did not know it - a period at .... 1w/ 

weakness would onsua at Znnl1bnr aa4 uarQ~~El'~~~~c:~ 
East Afrioa, and that Franoe ..... 1llH1IiiI'i! •• aIl 
int~rests by seizing BarlDerll 



A:l 60 

.AF 61 

AF 6 2 

AF 63 

AF 64 

AF 65 

AF 66 

AF 67 

AF 68 

!clu~~11 ... n . J .. : 11. li st of shi ps voy:v; i n;' tJ 
the CO,3.st s ::>f j f rica ootwl)(m 1763 and 1766 and tr<1do 
-:"it}:. .;uh'ri (1.'~ , 2 P",,?,\)S 0 

~:JO no . 592, n. d .: sign:-1tuI' e 
;:'.G.,lro s :; od t o thu ;!lini s t e r of tho 
H~vre , 1 9 Jc~nuc' I"J 1771 , 2 pO,go s. 
shi pments of' s l C'..v,.:s f rOD Afri Gr:, 

illoGi h 1 0, 
Navy f r on Ll, 

Concorns 
t o JliJd 'icc, . 

~o 593. n.d.: l ett er s i ~ne d Choques to the 
Minist er of t ho Navy, L'Ori ent, 28 August 1771, 
2 pag0s. Conc orns di spa tch of stores t o Il(. de 
France and oncl os es AF 63. 

Vo1une 593. n.d.: list of ships trading from 
L'Orient on behalf of the crown, 28 August 1771, 
3 pages. Inclu des a reference to La nigue, for 
whi c h see ~e French a t Kilwa Islnnd , p.7. 

Volume 593. n.d.: Choques to the Minister of the 
Navy, L'Orient, 4 September 1769, covering letter 
for AF 65. 

Volume 593. n.d.: list of royal vessels which 
a t different times have been sold to private 
shipowners, 2 pages. The list i nc l udes Lo Gange, 
of~The French .a tKllwo..lslnnd,pp.85, 86. 

Volume 593. n.d. : Choque s to the Minister of the 
Navy, L'Orient, 23 September 1771, 3 page s. 
Conc erning ships l eaving for H e de France and 
India • . 

Volume 593, n.d.: S4me to same, sarno p l ace , 28 
October 1771, 3 pages. Same subject. 

Volume 593. n.d •.. : same to sarno ~ s ame place, same 
data. Concerns tho purchase of La nigue, cf. 
AF 63 above. 

Volume 523. n.d. sa me to same, same place, 6 
Novomber 1771, 2 page s. Conc erning tho sale of 
royal ships to private own~ rs. 

Volume 593. n.d. same place, 11 
November 1771, 3 pages. 

68 above. 
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