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fortable, well-furnisbed houses, ancl large mercantile credits, indicate any thing but 
poverty. 

There are circumstances, however, tbe knowledge of wbich they cannot conceal, 
and whicb go far to exbibit pretty clearly tbe actual state of matters; sucb as, 
Firstly, tbe facility witb which tbey raise large sums of "casb prompt" at public 
auctions. Secondly, the winding-up of the estates of deceased persons. (Peter 
Newland, a liberated African, died a short while before 1 left the colony; aud his 
estate realized, in houses, merchandise, and cash, upwaJ:ds of £ 1,500.) Thirdly, 
tbe extent of their mercantile credits. I am well acquainted with one individual of 
this grade, who is much courted and caressed by ev.ery Em-opean merchant in the 
colony, who has t ransactions in trade with all of them, and whose name, shortly 
before my departm-e from the colony, stood on the debtor side of the books of one 
of tbe principal merchants to the amount of £ 1,900, to which sum it bad been 
reduced from £3,000 during the preceding two months. A highly respectable 
female has now, and has had for several years, the Government contract for tbe 
supply of fresh beef to the troops and the naval squach-on; and I have not heard 
that on a single occasion there has been cause of complaint for negligence or non ­
fulfilment of the terms of contract. Fourthly, manl' of them, at the present 
moment, have their children being educated in England at their own expense. 
There is at Sierra-Leone a very fine regiment of colomal militia, more than eight­
tenths of which are liberated Africans. The amount of property wbich they have 
acqrured is ample guarantee for their loyalty, should that ever be called in question. 
They turn out with great alacrity and cheerfulness on all occasions for periodical 
drill. But perhaps the most interesting point of view in which the liberated 
Africans are to be seen, and that which will render their moral condition most 
intelligible to tbose at a distance, is when they sit at the quarter-sessions as pett.y, 
grand, and special jurors. They constitute a considerable part of the jury at every 
sessions, and I have repeatedly heard the highest legal authority in the colony 
express bis sati~faction with their decisions. * 

Dr. Fergusson remarks, « It may be objected to some of these 
statements, that they are extreme instances of the flourishing 
condition of the liberated Africans. I grant they are so; but as 
I have herein undertaken to give you a faithful summary of 
their present condition and status in society, it is right and pro­
per that they should be exhibited to you in all their phases . 
They have been already shown to you in the depths of misery 
and degradation . Wby should the more beautiful and interest­
ing side of the picture be concealed ?" The same gentleman, 
in the same letter, further remarks, « Of the liberated Africans, 
as a body, it may with great truth be said that there is not a 
more quiet, inoffensive, contented, good-humonred, and light ­
hearted population on the face of the earth." With their reli­
gious spirit he IJrofesses not to be intimately acquainted; but 
he observes, « I know that their outward observance of the sab­
bath day is most exemplary. On that day the passion for 

* F"RG USSON'S "Letter on t,he Character of t.he Liberatec} Africans at Sierra­
Leone," J839, pp. 8-13. 
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dancing, singi ng, and other noisy amusements, is altogether 
laid aside, and nearly the whole body of the people are to be 
found engaged in the services of the sanctuary, at one or other 
of the Protestant churches or chapels which abound in the 
colony." 

The most recent work that has appeared on this interesting 
colony, and which touches on the condition of the liberated 
Africans, is one published dnring the last year, and is entitled, 
« Letters from Sierra-Leone, by a Lady. Edited by the Hon. 
Mrs. Norton ." The amiable and intelligent authoress of these 
"Letters," in speaking more particularly of the liberated 
Africans as domestic servants or in the lower grades of society, 
has appropriately headed « Letter XXX!." with the title, « First 
hasty Impressions regarding the ~ atives- Second Considera­
tions," &c. j and observes ;-

However philanthropically disposed you may be towards the Negro on taking up 
yow' residence at SielTa-Leone, so soon as the TI.l"st novelty of situation wears off, 
the indolence, stupidity, and want of tidiness (to say nothing of graver faults) of 
tbe only persons you bave to depend upon as domestic servants, throw you into a 
sort of actual despair. You teacb, persuade, remonstrate, lecture, by turns : your 
words are Iistened.to with a good-bumoured apathy; but, neither your rhetoric nor 
example effecting the slightest improvement, you begin to doubt whether the Negro 
be gifted with any good quality or mental capacity wbatever, and feel irresistibly 
led to include tbe whole race in a most sweeping kind of condemnation. 

H Use lessens marvel," it is said; and as time wanes by, custom rendering you 
less fastidious, tritling physical discomforts become less felt, and you look to the 
causes of all this semi-barbarism in a place that has been colonized and under Bri­
tish rule for upwards of balf a century; and, upon duly exarnining and weighing 
these causes, come to a totally opposite conclusion to that you were at first inclined 
to adopt; the disad \'antages under which the Blacks emancipated here hal'e 
laboured, striking you far more than the partial advantages they have enjoyed. 

As a people, they have been enslaved and oppressed for upwards of four hun­
w'ed years; and even this solitary consideration tells us, that to form an unbiassed 
judgment of the liberated Africans, we must not institute comparisons between 
them and the lower classes of our own free England. Brought here in a .tate of 
utter degradation and barbarism, where the language, laws, manners, and customs 
are totally new to them, where Europeau society is by far too limited to afford an 
example of civilization as it exists at home, and where, excepting the patient, pious, 
and indefatigable missionary, there are very few to guide, teach, and instruct tbe 
minds of these ignorant Heathens ; it is surprising to find so many of the liberated 
Africans advanced to the degree they are; more especially as ship-loads of Negroes, 
in t.heir rudest condition, constantly arriving here, are the means of keeping up and 
perpetuating amongst the others all tbe prejudices and practices of tbeir own 
savage nations. 

N otbing can exceed the pains taken in teaching the people by tbe different mis­
sionaries, among whose ranks mortality is most awfully frequent; but yet t.heir 
numuers are not adequate to insure to the whole of the vast population here the 
11enefit of instrnction in the thorough manner it must be conveyed, ere we can look 
for its fruiLs in that improvement. of minet, heart., and soul which a right knowledge 
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of our holy religion, in all its truth, purity, simplicity, and beauty, is calculated to 
profluce. Still , to a certain degree, they have seen theu: labours rewarded; and of 
t heir dense and orderly congregations it is to be hoped that the greater part are not 
merely Christians in outward profession, but to the utmost extent of their abilities. 

Yet many, many of the liberated Africans are savages in every sense of the " 'ord, 
wbilst numerous others, who were either never at school, or else taken away ere 
they had made the least progress, apprenticed out in early childhood to the rudest 
and most ignorant of their country people, although they have grown up couform­
ing externally to a: few of the most striking usages of civilized life, in every other 
respect are as barbarous as the lowest slaves in their own country. But when we 
read and think of the miserable degradation of mind, the superstitious and horrid 
practices of the tribes of the interior; and then look at the quiet, sober, light_ 
hearted individuals of these very barharous tribes, whether pursuing their way to 
market, going out in their tiny fishing-skiffs, cultivating their little farms, waiting 
upon yon at table, or in the superior occupations of tradesmen and mechanics, we 
perceive that it is not so much intellect the Negro wants, as a wider field for exam­
ple and encouragement from others, to teach him to exercise the sense his Creator 

has given him.* 

After these testimonies, coupled with many other disin­
t erested and important illustrations which might be given of the 
capabilities of the Negro, it is to be hoped we shall hear no more 
of his being a species of the mere animal part of God's creation. 
We claim for him a place among ourselves, however low and 
base and degraded we know he is,- a true fellow-child of the 
first Adam, but t he redeemed property of the Second. H e 
belongs to the same . family ; and we claim him on the ground 
that he possesses the faculty of speech, and a mind capable of 
cultivation and improvement. We claim him as our brother, 
because, in thousands of instances, he has listened to the pro­
clamation of the gospel, felt its sanctifying power, has exhibited 
in his conduct its lofty principles, an d has died triumphantly in 
the faith. These are proofs which ought to cause the sceptic to 
blush, and make him hasten to bury that petty philosophy 
which denies to the Negro the dignity of man : and never let it 
rise again till he has succeeded in instructing some monkey 
tribe in the rudiments of r eligioll ; till he has taught the ouran­
outang "how to live," and " how to die." 

In the preceding pages frequent allusion has been made by 
different writers to the labours of " colonial chaplains," to "the 
different missionaries" and "schoolmasters," to "religious 
instruction," and to "the inculcation of moral and industrious 
habits proceeding from that instruction :" and no one, it is pre­
sumcd, will attempt to deny, that, but for the use of these 
moral means, the colony would never have attained to its pre­
sent state of civilization and respectability. The fair writer 

* II Leiters from Sien a-Leone. By a Lacly," pp. 25 1-253. 
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all'eady quoted, in addition to the extract in which she respectfully 
mentions the « patient, pious, and indefatigable missionary,)) &c., 
has very honourably made this subject prominent in the preface 
to her work j where she says :-" And here a tribute is due to 
tbe missionaries for their unwearying zeal for the benefit of the 
colony. To them unquestionably is to be mainly ascribed the 
state of education and enlightenment attained by the black 
population of Sierra-Leone, which is higher than is generally 
credited in this country j and bas, especially of late years,­
notvvithstanding the continual importations of fresh bar­
barians,-greatly advanced.)) The gospel, in fact, went out 
with the very first settlers, who sailed from England in 1787 j 
a pions chaplain having accompanied that expedition. And 
though he was soon obliged to return on account of ill­
health, the Sierra-Leone Company discovered a laudable zeal to 
promote the gospel of Christ, in continuing to supply the settle­
ment with chaplains j and not only so, but they encouraged 
schoolmasters and others who were willing to labour among the 
settlers, or to go as missionaries to the natives of the surround-
iug country. . 

At an early period missionaries, as well as catechists and 
schoolmasters, were sent out by the Church Missionary Society j 
and they have continued to occupy an important position in the 
colony from that time to the present. Between the Church and 
Wesleyan missionaries the utmost cordiality appears at all times 
to have existed j nor does the history of the mission furnish a 
single example to the contrary. They both regarded themselves 
as engaged in one and the same work j and neither party have 
suffered themselves to be drawn aside by smaller differences. 
It has been the writer's privilege to be personally acquainted 
with several of the Church missionaries j and, supposing them 
to be fair specimens of the whole, he believes that a more pious, 
intelligent, faithful, and useful body of Christian missionaries are 
not to be found on the face of the globe, than those belonging 
to the Church Missionary Society, who have been, or are now, 
labouring at Sierra-Leone. But as the object of this work is to 
give a brief history of the Wesleyan missions only, with the 
best feelings and wishes with regwrd to other kindred Societies, 
we shan proceed, in the next chapter, to execute what is pro­
mised on our title-page. 



CHAPTER XI. 

WESLEYAN MISSIONS.-SIERRA-LEO 'E. 

(1792- 1815.) 

WESLEYAN Missions commenced by the Rev. John Wesley and Dr. Coke­
America-Origin of the Mission at Sierra-LeoIle-A pplications for a Mis­
sionary-Failure of the Foulah Expedition in 1796-Reflections-· The Appoint­
ment of two Missionaries on the proper Plan-Sierra-Leone still without a 
Missionary-George Warren appointed by the Conference in 18ll-His 
Reception in the Colony-Usefulness-First Death-Biographical Sketch­
The little Flock again withont a Missionary-The Appoiutment of Mr. Da;o.es 
in 18l4-State of the Society and Schools-Death of Mrs. Davies-Sketch 
of her Character. 

THE general Wesleyan Missionary Society was not estab­
lished till the year 1817; but missions to the H eathen were 
commenced and superintended by the late Rev. John Wesley 
and Dr. Coke, long before any reports of their successes were 
published, or societies organized for their regular support. So 
early, indeed, as 1769, at the Wesleyan Conference held in 
Leeds, Mr. Wesley asked the question, "Who will go to help 
our brethren in America?" * Two of his sons in the gospel 
responded to the call, and a collection was then made by the 
preachers, amounting to £50; and it reflects great credit on our 
fathers and brethren in the ministry that the first collection 
ever made in the Wesleyan Connexion towards sending the 
gospel abroad was raised among themselves. The origin of the 
Wesleyan missions may be elated from this period; but they diel 

* In the year 1763, several persons, members of Mr. Wesley's society, emigrated 
from England and Ireland, and settled in various parts of America; and, some few 
years after, two local preacbers from Ireland began to minister the gospel of Christ, 
the one at New-York, the other in Fredetic county in Maryland, and had the happi­
ness to see their labours accompanied with the divine blessing, many being con­
verted to God, and by them formed into societies. About this ti.n:>.e Mr. Webb, a 
lieutenant in t.be army, preacbed with great success at New-York and Philadelphia; 
and, with the assistance of his fiiends, he erected a chapel in the former place, which 
wO' the first belonging to t,be Methodist society in Amenca. Encouraged by this 
success, and by an eall1est desire for the salvation of mankind, he wrote to Mr. 
\Vesley, earnestly importuning him to send missionaries to that continent. It was 
tt," receipt of that request which led Mr. Wesley to ask the question in the text. 
(See" Missionary lJagazine," 1796, p. 65.) 
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not fairly commence till the year 1786, when Dr. Coke sailed 
with three missionaries bound for Nova-Scotia j but a succes­
sion of violeut gales, and a leak in the vessel, together with a 
scarcity of fresh water, compelled the captain to steer for the 
island of Antigua j and thus commenced our important missions 
in the VVest Indies. Other missionaries, in the mean time and 
subsequeutly, were sent to America j and the Methodist Episco­
pal church on that great continent is an offspring of Wesleyan 
Methodism. 

The primary occasion which led to the introduction of 
Methodism into the African colony of Sierra-Leone is of an 
interesting character. VlT e have, in a preceding chapter, stated 
that the generality of the first settlers, and of the Nova-Scotians, 
who were conveyed to Sierra-Leone in 1792, were, for the most 
part, restless and discontented : there were, however, exceptiou~ 
to this j and many of the Blacks from Nova-Scotia had heard 
the gospel in America from the missionaries sent out by Mr. 
Wesley, and were savingly converted to God. l iVhen they 
arrived at Sierra-Leone, they carried the savour of divine grace 
with them j and being attached to our doctrine an d discipline, 
and finding « the constitution of the colony congenial to their 
wishes, granting to all liberty to worship God agreeably to the 
dictates of their consciences, while those in power encouraged 
the practice of every moral virtue, they established the worship 
of God among themselves, according to the plan of the Method­
ists j at the same time earnestly inviting others to join them. 
Two or three, at this time, officiated as local preachers, and a 
few others hore the office of class-leaders. As their lives were 
exemplary, and their preaching regular, their congregatiolls 
soon increased, and several others augmented the originalnum­
ber of the society j and in process of time a preaching-house 
was erected, capable of containing four hundred person.s.)) * 
In tbe Minutes of the Conference for 1792 we find, uuder the 
head of, « What numbers ate in the societies?)) the answer is, 
« Sierra-L eone, coloured people, 223.)) This is the first official 
record of Wesleyan Methodism in connexion with the continent 
of Africa which I have discovered j and this number appears iu 
t he Minutes up to 1796. 

Thus early, and thus far, did God vouchsafe to bless the 
endeavours of this simple-minded people, to promote his glory, 
and to benefit each other j and they were graciously preserved 
through succeeding years as lights in a benighted land. Dr. 

* COKE'S II :\arra(;iYe of a Mission to Sierra-Leone,'1 Pl) . 18, 19. 
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Coke, by whose direction and energies, principally, the Wes­
leyan missions had been carried on since the death of Mr. 
1iVesley, took a deep interest in the colony of Sierra-Leone, and 
in the welfare of that lit tle band of Christian soldiers who had 
thns far nobly stood their ground, strengthening each other's 
hands in the Lord. He yearned over souls, particul arly those of 
the Heathen. Africa now lay near his heart j and he longed to do 
something to benefit the sable sons of Ham. The doctor says, 
« We received many letters from t hem, beseeching us to send a 
missionary to the colony to second their own exertions, and to 
instruct them more fully in the way of righteousness." Of 
these requests he never lost sight; but being at that time 
unable to procure men who were both qualified for the mission, 
and willing to undertake the arduous task, and being desirous of 
making an attempt « beyond the confines of the colony," he 
turned his attention to this in the year 1795. With this view 
he gave encouragement and assistance to sundry "mechanics 
who were members of our society in England, some of whom 
had officiat@d as local preachers, to accompany Governor 
Macaulay to the settlement, in order to form a Christian colony, 
and open a friendly intercourse with the natives of the Foulah 
country," and to instruct them in domestic arts, inculcate 
piety by their example, and occasionally preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Being fUJ'llished with every thing necessary for 
the voyage, and for their subsequent occupations, they sailed 
from Portsmouth on February 17th, 1796, and arrived at 
Sierra-Leone on March 18th. « It seems, however, that they 
had either not rightly understood the engagement, or had not 
fully counted the cost j" as will appeal' from the following letter 
of Mr. Macaulay to JvIr. Wilberforce, dated 

FREE-ToWN, April 19th, 1796. 

MR. CLARK * will probably acquaint you with the failure of the Methodist mis­
sion to the Foulah country, and the causes of it. I had resolved to accompany them 
to the place of their destination, in order to negotiate a settlement with the king of 
tbc country for tbem, and to see them completely established. But on the morn­
i IIg which had been named for our departure, there came a rIelegation from the 
missiollaries to say tbat they could not proceed. It is so far fortunate, that they 
have retracted before we set out on our journey, as their receding then might haye 
displcased the natives, and shut the door against future missions. It seems as if 
the field they were to oc~upy, which is a very extensive and important one, 
was rescryed by Providence for some, who, with more courage, cau encounter diffi­
cilitics and hear their cross, and who will be disposed, with Paul, to count aU things 
out loss; nay, not even to count their lives dear for the sake of Christ. t 

* The chaplain to the colony. t "Misslonary Magazine," 1796, p. 34. 
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Previous to the embarkation of these individuals, no impro­
priety whatever had been discovered in their behaviour, nothing 
that could indicate in the least degree the unhappy result which 
finally defeated the undertaking. It appears that they repaired 
to the ship in good health, in high spirits, and in a state of per­
fect harmony with one another j but during the voyage they 
hecame extremely discontented, quarrelling among themselves, 
and two of them were continually calling each other ill names. On 
their arrival at Sierra-Leone, they behaved in such a manner as 
excited the derision and contempt of all who had an opportunity 
of observing them. Happily, however, the dissensions which 
prevailed among them prevented the evil from being carried 
into the country which they intended to visit j so that, if the 
natives of the Foulah country were not to be enlightened by 
the gospel at this time, neither were they to be corrupted by 
their ill example, nor disgusted by their unholy strife. Some 
of the women declared they would proceed no further, and 
reflected on their husbands for conducting them to a foreign 
lan d ; and the men, after wavering for a season, joined them in 
their revolt. Thus the design of a colony was completely aban­
doned, and the unworthy adventurers seized the earliest oppor­
tunity of returning to England, to accuse each other of having 
defeated the undertaking, and to endure that shame and 
reproach which their misconduct so justly merited. One alone 
seems to have been actuated by a proper principle. This man 
held fast his integrity, and at the close of a letter from Sierra­
Leone, detailing what occurred on the voyage, he observes : « I 
was truly weighed down beyond measure, as I plainly saw that 
onr design, and that of the subscribers, would be frustrated." 
Such, indeed, was the case j but" it is only an act of justice to 
the Wesleyan body to state, that though the colonists belonged 
to that communion, they were not sent out by the Conference, 
but by a Committee in London, consisting of gentlemen of 
various denominations." * 

Dr. Coke, we know, took an active part in this plan for the 
civilization of the Foulah tribes in the neighbourhood of Sierra­
Leone j but it was" in conjunction with others," as the pre­
ceding extract shows,- " with gentlemen of various denomina­
tions," among whom was Mr. vVilberforce,' who, in a letter to 
Dr. Coke, observes: « I cannot help taking up my pen for a 
moment, to assure you of the satisfaction it affords me to bear 
of your intention to plant a mission in tbe neighbourhood of 

* .j :Missionary Records," JiVestern Africa, p. 65. 
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Sierra· Leone. I shall certainly, among my brother Directors, 
recommend and enforce our duty, and the utility of forwarding 
the measure in the best way we are able, with propriety, in our 
official situations; and I dare say we could procure a large 
subscription towards the support of the mission ill our individual 
capacItIes. I pray that it may please God to bring this scheme 
into accomplishment, and that He may bless your labours with 
success." * That eminent statesman and Christian philanthro­
pist, in the same letter, very properly remarked; « I cannot 
help adding, that much must depend upon the qualifications 
and dispositions of the missi.onaries, not only for their success 
among the natives, (according to the usual proceedings of Divine 
Providence,) but also for the funds we might be able to raise 
for the general purpose of the establisllment." On this subject 
there can be but one opinion; not only much, hut every thing, 
depends upon the character of those who are sent to evangelille 
others, in subordination to the agency of the Holy Ghost; and 
Dr. Coke, no doubt, was as fully convinced of this as anyone; 
but he was in this case decei.ved in the men whom he had 
engaged; and we may charitably hope that the persons by 
whom they were recommended were also deceived. The one 
who alone appeared to have been actuated by a proper principle, 
and whom we have before mentioned, remarks; "I am sorry to 
say that most of the persons you chose for the propagation of 
the gospel in the Foulah country, in Africa, have manifested to 
the world that they are strangers to the power of it themselves. 
I thought that their discontent while on board might have arisen 
from tbeir being strangers to ships; but 1 soon found that it 
arose from an unrenewed heart." It was no wonder, therefore, 
that the mission failed. Motives of a higher order than those 
which actuate the generality of mankind, or even many of our 
great philanthropists, are requisite for a work like this; an 
enterprise in which none can successfully engage, but men in 
whose hearts a flame has been enkindled, pure, quenchless, and 
divine. 

Other colonizing schemes of a similar character have been 
attempted in the same locality and elsewhere, and have as sig­
nally failed; but this was the first and only effort of the kind 
attempted by Wesleyans, and that not in their official capacity. 
This fact will be lIlore fully estab li8hed by the concluding para­
graph in a "Narrative of the Methodist Missions," contained ill 
the" lIissionary Magazine," published in Edinburgh in 1796, 

* Dlmw's "Life of Dr. Coke," p. 265. 
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from which \re have already quoted, and which is alike charac­
t erized by its candou!', and its accuracy and veracity in the 
perspicuous and concise statement of important facts. The 
editor says, " We understand that the mission to the Foulah 
country, which is said to have failed, was not properly a Me­
thodist mission, as the families that went out with Mr. Macaulay, 
with the design to settle on the borders of that country, were 
not sent by the Methodist Conference. Vi{ e therefore insert 
this note, lest any of our readers, by attac11ing the common idea 
to tl~e phrase 'Methodist mission,' should be led to conclude, 
that these persons must have been missionaries sent out by that 
body .of people, for the express purpose of preaching to the 
Heathen j whereas, they were neither so sent, nor was their 
mission so immediately to preach, as t o form a Christian 
colony." * 

Notwithstandin g this just and sfl,tisfactory explanation of the 
matter, and though no real blame could be attached to Dr. 
Coke, much less to the Wesleyan Conference, yet both felt that 
the honour of Methodism was involved in the failure of the 
expedition, inasmuch as the parties sent out were professed 
Methodists, and they had been encouraged and assisted in the 
enterprise by one of its most distinguished ministers . Dr. Coke 
especially felt this, and" his soul was cast down within him j" 
indeed, "in conseqnence of the miscarriage of the Foulah mis­
sion," his biograpber speaks of his "heart bleeding at every 
pore." But the annual assembly of the 'ViI' esleyan ministers 
was nigh at hand j and in the Minutes of Conference for that 
year (1796) we find the first appointment of "missionaries for 
Africa, namely, "Archibald Murdoch, and William Patten," 
with the follo wing note at the bottom of the page: "Dr. Coh 
laid befOTe the Conference an account of the failure of the colony 
intended to be established in the Foulah country in Africa j 
and, after prayer and mature consideration, the Conference 
unanimously judged, that a trial should be made, in that part 
of Africa, on the propel' missionary plan. The two brethren 
above mentioned, having voluntarily offered themselves for thi s 
important work, the Conference solemnly appointed them for it, 
and earnestly recommended them and their great undertaking to 
the public and private prayers of the Methodist society." t 

Thus one good resulted at once from the evil j and that was 
the immediate appointment of two brethren "on the proper 
missionary plan," who were commended to the prayers of the 

* a :MissionaTY l'JIagazine," p. 69 . t ,( Mi1wtcs of Conference/' vol. i. p. 335. 
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Methodist society. But it appears tbat neither of these bre­
thren sailed for Africa; for, in the following year they were 
appointed to Ireland, and in 1798 Aq:hibald Murdoch was 
sent to Tortola in the West Indies, where he laboured for 
several years. I find no farther record on the Minutes as to 
the appointment of missionaries for Africa, or as to the number 
of members in the society, until 1808; when it is stated, 
"Sie1-ra-Leone, A preacher is to be sent, as soon as the genera-l 
superintendent and Committee can find a suitable person." * 

Dr. Coke having occasionally to visit the religious societies on 
the continent of America, the superintendence of the missions 
devolved upon a Committee appointed in 1804. This Commit­
tee consisted of the preachers resident in London, and of nine 
other gentlemen; and it was during this year that public col­
lections in support of the missions were appointed by the Con­
ference throughout the Connexion. 

We have already stated that among the members of society 
who went from Nova-Scotia to Sierra-Leone, two or t hree offi­
ciated as local preachers; these brethren, we have also said; 
frequently wrote to Dr. Coke and others, beseeching them to 
send a missionary. The following letter from one of them, 
addressed to Dr. Coke, will be interesting; it is dated, 

SIERRA-LEOXE, july 5th, 1806. 
REV. SIR,-I wrote to you more than two years ago; but I am rather doubtful 

whether you received my letter, as I did not receive any answer thereto. I now 
make bold to repeat the contents of that letter; and inquire whether you could not 
send us a pious person, who could assist in preaching to the people, and taking the 
charge of our small flock. Dear Sir, you know money will "ot procure us a miriis­
ter; and if it would, we l1ave none. Therefore, if our brethren in England will not 
pity us, and take OllI' case into their serious consideration, none will. Our congre­
gation consists of about forty members, who appear to grow in grace. and in the 
knowledge of our blessed Lord. But as I am old, and my assistant, Mr. Gordon, is 
likewise advanced in years; and as there is no prospect of any suitable person being 
raised up here, that could attend to the little flock, in case we should be called 
bence; we the more earnestly desire and pray that God may send us a person of 
warm zeal, to assist in carrying on his blessed work; and that our brethren, of 
whose household we are, may remember us in this important matter. 

Our place of meeting was much decayed, and we have been obligee] to bnild 
another, which is now finished; and the next sabbath-day it will be opened for 
Divine service. 

Myself, and all the members of our society, beg to be remembered in your 
prayers. 

I am, &c., 

* "Mirltes of Conference," vol. iii. p. 17 . 
t "~Tethorligt ]\fagazine," 'a\. xxx. 1' )'. 283, 28<1 . (1807 .) 

l' 

JOSEPH BRoWN.t 
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No" suitable person" as yet having offered himself for this 
interesting field of labour, the little society was continued under 
the pastoral care of the two or three local preachers on the spot; 
but the great Head of the church was with them, and their 
numbers increased, In 1808 one of the coloured brethren wrote 
to Dr, Adam Clarke, giving an account of a good work which 
had commenced among the Maroons, and stating that they had 
" begun to subscribe two cents each per week, for the further 
pl'omotion of the gospel of Christ." The writer observes: "The 
converted Maroons give their love to theil: reverend fathers and 
brethren in Christ J esus, and hope that their souls are in health 
as ours are." The whole number of members in the society at 
that time was about one hundred. Still they were left as sheep 
without auy regularly constituted shepherd. The prejudicial 
effects of the climate on European constitutions was the great 
and primary cause why this interesting little church was kept so 
long without a missionary; for it was well known that, though 
the locality of Sierra-Leone was one of the hest on the coast as 
to health, it was nevertheless an unhealthy atmosphere; and 
therefore the man who 'went thither must go with his heart full 
of the love of God, and with yearning pity for the souls of his 
fellow-men, "not counting his life dear unto him ;" and the 
absence of these qualifications was too well remembered as the 
cause of t he previous failure, to permit any precipitancy or 
indiscretion in the selection of a suitable missionary on the pre­
sent occasion, who should make a trial in that part of Africa 
" on the proper missionary plan." 

At length a man was found possessing the requisite qualifica­
tions for the undertaking. Whilst travelling in the west of 
England in the winter of 1810, Dr. Coke met with Mr. George 
Wan'en, who was at that time an itinerant preacher in the 
Helstone circuit, in Cornwall. Mr. Warren stated that" for a 
long season his mind had been deeply impressed with a persua­
sion that it was his duty to visit Africa; that even then he 
would prefer that station to any other j and that he "Was fully 
persuaded these impressions came from God." Accordingly, in 
the Minutes ofthe Conference for 1811, we find George \Van'en 
appointed to Sierra-Leone. Three pious young men from the 
Dewsbury circuit also volunteered their services j and, after 
being examined by a Committee of the Leeds District, they 
were accepted as assistants or schoolmasters. Their names were 
Rayner, Healey, and Hirst: the two former were local preachers. 
These brethren, with the Rev. George Warren, sailed from 
Liverpool, September 21st, 1811, amidst the prayers and best 
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wishes of many of the benevolent and pious friends of Liverpool. 
Amongst those who "accompanied them unto the ship" was 
the venerable Dr. Coke, with the Rev. Messrs. Entwisle, 
Gaulter, and Buckley: the three latter were at that time 
stationed in the Liverpool circuit, and all four have long since 
been gathered to their fathers. The brig" Traveller," on board 
of which these brethren sailed, was commanded by a pious 
Quaker, of the name of Paul Cuffee, a free man of colour; and 
the ship was wholly manned by American sailors of the same 
description and complexion, all of whom were reported to be 
men who feared God. 

On the 3d of October they were in 4.4° N . lat., and 19° 51' 
W. long., when they had a narrow and provideutial escape from 
a French privateer. At length they reached the colony in 
safety, and landed at Sierra-Leone about five o'clock in the 
afternoon on the 12th of November. They were kindly received 
by the Rev. Mr. Nylander, the chaplain of the colony, as also by 
the governor, and other friends, "who showed them no small 
kindness." But by none were they more cordially welcomed 
than by "the little flock" to whom they were sent. One of the 
local preachers, whose heart seemed to overflow with joy, after 
recovering a little from the transport of his amazement and gra­
titude, exclaimed, with a degree of rapturous pathos which no 
art can imitate, "This is what we have been praying for so long, 
and now the Lord has answered our prayers! " 

On the 15th of November, 1811, Mr. Warren commenced his 
missionary labours, by preaching to a crowded congregation in 
the chapel which these pious Blacks had erected some years 
before. On the following day he met the stewards and 'leaders 
of the whole society, and was much pleased with their attention 
to discipline, which they had carefully maintained: the num­
ber of members in the society was also, to his agreeable surprise, 
one hundred and ten. The sacrament of the Lord's supper was 
now administered by the missionary, which was a fresh cause of 
thankfulness; though it was arranged that it should not be 
celebrated at the same time that the ordinance was administered 
at the church. 

]\'[r. Warren had not long continued to preach, before he had 
the happiness to perceive some fruit to his labour, in the con­
version of sinners to God; and the chapel, though capable of 
accommodating four hundred persons, was soon too small to 
hold the congregation. The other brethren were co-workers 
with the missionary in a variety of ways, but particularly in the 
schools. In a few months death removed Mr. ,¥' arren, after 

p 2 
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a short illness, to his eternal rest. The sudd en removal of 
t his faithful and laborious missionary was severely felt, not only 
by the society, bu t by the inhabitants generally. 

GEORGE IV ARREN, from a child, knew the holy scriptures, 
and experienced them to be the power of God unto salvation. 
He also began early to make known to mankind the things of 
God, an employment in which he never grew weary. He 
entered the IVesleyan ministry in 1807, and was stationed to 
the Cardiff circnit: he subsequently travelled in the Kington, 
St. Austle, mid Helstone circuits, where he laboured with credit 
to himself, and profit to others. It was in the latter place that 
Dr. Coke met with him at the close of 1810 ; and knowing that, 
at the time, Africa was without any missionary, and that it was 
with extreme difficulty one could be procured, though the neces­
sity for one was so urgent, Mr. Warren nobly offered to go, 
being rather encouraged than intimidated by the difficulty 
and dangers of the mission. Western Africa had long been 
impressed upon his mind ; but, his parents objecting, he had 
paused for a time. Mr. Warren then wrote to them, beseech­
ing them, by the blood of souls, not to hinder him from going. 
After a desperate struggle, one of them gave consent, and Soon 
after the mother died: then his way was open, and, with a 
glad heart and free, he embarked for Sierra-Leone in Western 
Africa. He not only went willingly, but "preferred that sta­
tion to any other;" nor was he disappointed after his anini 
in Africa, though very different from an English appointment. 
In a letter to Cornwall he wrote: « I bless God I do not at all 
r egret the sacrifices which I have made; nor have I ever been 
more satisfied in my own mind, with respect to being in the 
way of Providence, than I now am." But Infinite Wisdom 
saw fit to take him to Himself: his race, therefore, was soon 
run. He en~ered into the joy of his Lord on t he 2ed of 
J nly, 1812, after a residence of little more than eight months. 
Mr. Warren was the fint Wesleyan missionary who preached 
the gospel ill Western Africa, and he was the fint that died 
there; hut he neither lived in vain, nor died in vain; and, both 
by his life and by his death, « he, being dead, yet speaketh." 

Mr. Rayner, one of the schoolmasters, about this time 
returned to Europe, and was sent out in 1813 as a missionary 
to the West Indies, where he laboured faithfnlly for sel'eral 
years, and died in the work . 

After the death of 1'111'. IVarren, a considerable time elapsed 
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before another could be procured to fill his place j and, duri ng 
this interim, the prospects of the little society were rather 
gloomy, in consequence of the derangement which his death 
occasioned, and the return to England of Mr. Rayner on 
account of ill health. But the other two European school­
masters, though they were « perplexed," were « not in despair :" 
they did all they could to serve both the school and the society; 
and God continued to favour them in their little assemblies, as 
will be seen from the following extract of a letter from these 
two brethren, addressed to the late Rev. Robert Smith, the 
secretary to the missionary Committee :-

SIERRA.LEONE, August 3d, 1813. 
IN meeting the society, we were much delighted to find many of them rejoicing 

in the light of God's countenance. ,Ve may safely say of them, that their souls 
are in a more prosperous state than our fears suggested. Blessed be God, the 
glory has not depa~ted from us. We feel him many times in the midst of our 
little assemblies, especially in the band.meetings. In these and in the love·feasts, 
the Spirit is frequently poured out in such abuudance, that (.he people are at a loss 
how to express themselves; their joy is indeed unspeakable. 

The congregations are in general very good, and our society consists of ninety. 
one members, beside four or five whom we consider on trial. 

J OHN HEALEY, 

THOMAS HIRST.* 

It is generally known, by the friends of missions, that, during 
the year 1814, the Wesleyan connexion and the ca~e of mis­
sions met with a severe loss in the death of Dr. Coke, while on 
his voyage to establish a mission in Asia. In the « a,nnual 
Report of the State of the Missions" from " February 1st, 1814, 
to February 1st, 1815," printed at the Conference-Office, there 
is an address" to the generous subscribers who have contributed 
towards the support of the missions," in which there is the fol­
lowing allusion to this event :- " Our missions being supported 
by your generous subscriptions and donations, we think it right 
to furnish you, annually, with a report of our success, and of 
the expenditure of your money. The former Reports were 
drawn up by the Rev. Dr. Coke, whose sudden death we deeply 
lament; but the task now devolves on the secretaries of the 
missions appointed by the last Conference." i' In this Report, 

* Methodist Magazine, vol. XL"vii. p. 79. (1814.) 
t They Were the Rev. Jonathan Edmondson and the Rev. James Buckley, who 

were stationed in (,he two London Circuits. The departure of Dr. Coke for the 
East, and his lamented death, led eventually to a more complete and efficient 
or~'lnjzation of the miSSionary ope~ations of the connexion . At the above period 
there wcre seycral of the 1ethodist societies and congregations, in different parts 
of t,he kingdom, who had formcd them selves into Missionary Societies, for the pur-
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under the head of « Sierra-Leone in Africa," the state of that 
mission is thus referred to :-

Every event of Divine Providence, however painful to onr feelings, is designed to 
answer some good end j and yet we are so short-sighted, and so foolishly prone to 
prefer onr own will to the will of God, that we do not always see his gracious 
intentions, or how down to him with pious submission. '['his remark applies, in 
too many instances, even to the flock of Christ, especially when they lose valuable 
pastors. Perhaps our bretln'en in Sierra-Leone felt something of this, when the 
Lord took from them OUI' beloved brother Warren. Ever since his lamented deat.h, 
we have been anxiously looking out for a suitable person to supply his place; and, 
at length, our wislles have been accomplished. Brother Davies, the Welsh mis­

sionary, from London, has undertaken the pastoral care of that little flock. May 
the Chief Shepherd support him, ancl crown his labours with great success! 

There is a discrepancy in the Minutes of Conference for 
1814 j the name of William Davies being found on the Stations 
for Sierra-Leone, at the same time that he was appointed for 
London, and was labouring there as a Welsh preacher. The pro­
bability is, that in the original Minutes for that year he was 
appointed to London only, and that Sierra-Leone stood as it 
did in the precedin g year, "One wanted j" and that the mistake 
occurred in the reprinting of the fourth volume of the Minutes 
several years afterwards. 

Mr. Davies, with his wife, sailed from Plymouth on the 23d 
of December, 1814, in the ship "Wilding," Captain Gibson, 
un der a convoy, which, having to touch at Cork, detained them 
for a short time. There were seven persons on board connected 

pose of raising pecuniary supplies for the support of the Wesleyan missions. But, 
at the Conference of 1817, a" pIau" was drawn up and printed, to combine these 
various exertions of the societies and congregations of the Wesleyan Methodists 
into one Society, under the denomination of "the General Wesleyan-Methodist 
Missionary Society;" and a meeting of the Society was appointed to be held 
annually iu London , in the month of May. The Rev. George Marsden and the 
Rev. Richard Watson were elected as joint-secretaries. The Conference of that 
year had directed the executive Committee to make such additional arrangements 
as might be deemed uecessary for perfecting the plan, and carrying it into full 
effect. This was accordingly done, and was presented to the follOwing Conference, 
when it was printed in the Minutes, under the title of, "Laws and Regulations of 
the General Wesleyan-Methodist Missionary Society." It was also published in 
what was called thc "First Report " of the Society, in 1818, at which time the 
general treasw-ers were, Thomas Thompson, Esq., Hull, and the Rev. George 
IVlarsden, London j and the general secretaries were the Rev. Jabez Bunting, A.).II. , 
the Rev. J oscph Taylor, and the Rev. Richard Watson. MI'. Taylor was the 
Il resident secretary j" the other two were doing the full work of a circuit. The 
General Committee consisted of fifty members, one-half of whom were laymen. 
The above" Laws and Regulations/, &c., are printed every year in the annual 
}; eports of the Societ,y. 
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with the Church Missionary Society, some of whom were mis­
sionaries; and the cheerful, social, and Christian spirit of the 
whole party contributed much to each other's comfort. The 
wind being favourable, they finally put to sea on the 5th of 
January, and arrived safely at Sierra-Leone on the 13th of 
February, 1815, after a pleasant voyage from the Cove of Cork. 

Mr. Davies soon met with the brethren Healey and Hirst, 
and the coloured friends, who greatly rejoiced because God had 
answered their prayers in sending them a missionary. He com­
menced his labours the following day, by preaching from Isaiah 
xlv. 22, and after the service met the leaders and members, 
when he read to them the letter, with the regulations, of the 
Committee in London, which afforded them great satisfaction. 
Many in the society were truly alive to God, and the school­
masters had been usefully employed, several of the boys having 
proceeded in arithmetic as far as the rule of three, and being 
able to read and write tolerably well. 

At the close of March, it was found that there were one hun­
dred members in society, and nine on trial. Mrs. Davies was 
also actively engaged in meeting a class of females, and was 
made a blessing to the souls under her care. The well-known 
and highly-respected Governor Macarthy caused a large school­
room to be built on the mission-premises, where upwards of 
two hundred children were daily collected; and in this depart­
ment the wife of the missionary found delightful work. 

The rains had closed in October; and though the captain of 
the "Wilding " died a few days after his arrival at Sierra­
Leone, and several other Europeans, during the sickly season, 
had fallen victims to the climate, one of whom had resided in 
Africa many years, yet Mr. and Mrs. Davies were mercifully 
preserved. Mr. Davies, it is true, was occasionally "a little 
feverish," at other times "rather faint in body;" but Mrs. 
Davies enjoyed good health during the whole of the worst sea­
son of the year, and in November "was going on charmingly 
well with the school." But the cold haud of death was not far 
distant: she was taken ill on the 8th of December, and her 
husband was seized with fever on the same day; 'he was in 
one end of the house, and she in the other. Medical aid 
was immediately resorted to, and the greatest attention 
WIIS paid to both of them; but the strength of Mrs. Davies 
diminished daily, and at the end of a week" the weary wheels 
,)f life stood still." On the morning of the day of her death, 
Mr. Davics " crawled to see her," and was much affflcted at the 
challge; out, ill answer to tile question, " I s J esus precious? " 
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she, with a faint voice, and pressing his hand, said, "Yes, yes/, 
and spoke no more till she joined the assembly of the first-born 
·above. The next day, at four o'clock in the afternoon, her 
remains were conveyed to the silent tomb, accompanied by His 
Excellency the Governor, the chief gentlemen of the colony, 
and almost all the inhabitants, and amid the tears of the school­
children j Mr. Davies being at the time confined to his bed in 
solitary sadness, mourning his loss. 

MRS. DAVIES was a woman of a cheerful disposition, amiable 
temper, tried piety, and superior accomplishments. She was 
fond of reading, and, having a strong memory, conld recite the 
history of almost every book she had,read. She was calculated 
for great usefulness, and nobly co~operated with her husband 
in advancing tbe kingdom of the Redeemer. Her cbaracter, 
talents, and unwearied zeal rendered her a valuable auxiliary to 
tbe mission at Sierra-Leone. She was mighty in prayer, paid 
laudable attention to the members of her class, and before ber 
death had a school of one hundred and fifty girls under her 
care, to whom she was much attached. But in the midst of her 
usefulness she" was cut c1o'wn like a flower," and her death was 
a great loss, not only to her hushand, tbe society, and the 
school, but to the colony. This was stated by His Excellency 
Sir Charles Macarthy, when waited upon some time after by 
Mr. Davies, to ask for a stone to put on his dear wife's grave. 
Sir Charles replied, "By all means: any thing that is in the 
department is at your service for the sake of Mrs. Davies. 
There is not a man in the whole place, yourself excepted, that 
feels more at the loss of tbat amiable woman than myself. Her 
loss is the public's loss." 

She died on the 15th of December, 1815, in the thir tieth 
year of her age, and after a residence in Africa of ten months 
and two days. Mrs. Davies was the first wife, or, perhaps with 
equal propriety it may be said, she was the first Wesleyan 
female missionm'Y, that fell in IiV' estern Africa j and this was the 
second loss by death which that mission had sustained. But, in 
reference to he1'se1f, " to die was gain j" and it was therefore an 
appropriate quotation at the close of the inscription on the 
tomb-stone, " NOT LOS'!', ~UT GONE BEFORE." 
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As soon as Mr. Davies was able to be removed, he " locked 
up the house," and went" to reside for a while with his beloved 
friend, the Rev. L . Butscher," the colonial chaplain, "in order 
to change the scene, and forget the stroke." 

On Christmas-Day he resumed his labours, and at foul' 
o'clock in the morning preached on the birth of Christ. On 
the 4th of February, 1816, the power of God was graciously 
manifested at a prayer-meeting held in the school-room j and 
one poor native, of the name of Prince Edward, who had for 
some time been in a state of spiritual bondage, was, by faith in 
the Lord J esus Christ, brought into Christian liberty. This 
was while Mr. Davies was engaged in prayer. A voice of 
rejoicing broke out at the furthest end of the room, and the 
man went and lifted Mr. Davies off a little platform where he 
was kneeling, took him up in his arms, and cried aloud, "I 
found Him! I found Him!" On being asked what he had 
found, he answered, still holding Mr. Davies in his arms, "I 
found Christ. I feel his pardoning peace. His Spirit says, 
{Go in peace j all thy sins are forgiven thee!'" Thus was this 
pOOl' sable sinner, whose name was Prince, that day numbered 
"'ith the princes of God's Israel, and "he went on his way 
rejoicing." 

At the close of March, the number in the society was one 
hundred aud twenty-nine, eleven having found peace with God 
since Mr. Davies had been ,vith them j and several had left the 
cLurch militant to joi.n theil' friends on the other side Jordan j 
among whom was Mrs. Butscber, the wifc of the chaplain, who 
was a member of our socicty. 
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In April Mr. Davies visited some of the country places; and 
on one occasion H is Excellency Governor Macarthy accompa­
nied him to Kissey-ToWil, and told the people that the mission­
ary had come to preach to them the word of God: accordingly, 
they assembled together under a shed. Mr. Davies read 
prayers, and the kind governor officiated as clerk, repeating the 
responses on his knees, on the mud floor, which had a very 
good effect on the people. The excellent chaplain, the 
Re~. L. Butscber, also frequently accompanied bim on these 
errands of love and mercy on week-day mornings. " And a 
how delightful it is," writes Mr. Davies, "wben going, before 
day-break, through the streets of Free-Town, to hear the sound 
of praise and prayer around the family altar! Every professor 
is sure to hold family worship before he crosses the thresbold of 
his door." 

On one occasion, after Mr. Butscber and Mr. Davies bad 
preached at one of the villages in the morning, the head man of 
the town gathered all the greeg?'ees in which they bad been 
trusting, and by noon be had a bag full of them, made of lea­
ther, horn, or paper, with Arabic words u pon them rendered 
sacred by their priests. He commanded some of the people to 
bring sbavings, sticks, straw, &c. : he then emptied the bag, 
and set fire to the whole, and they were burnt. One of the 
inhabitants complained sadly, saying, "What me do now for 
g?·eeg?'ee to keep me?" wben an aged man answered, "Hold 
your tongue, you ! We be tink these ting keep we from the big 
fire, and he no can keep bimself from burning before my eye. 
Me be fool no longer. Me seek white man God: me seek 
Massa Jesus to save me." 

Montbly missionary prayer-meetings were commenced about 
this time; and they were held regularly once in the Baptist 
cbapel, once in Lady H untingdon's chapel, and twice in the 
VlT esleyan chapel, there being no lamps in the church. The 
worthy chaplain heartily co-operated in these (( Evangelical­
Alliance" means of grace. Indeed, he was a frequent hearer in 
the Wesleyan chapel on Sunday evenings; and it was stated by 
the missionary, that be, on some occasions, gave a warm exhor­
tation after the sermon, or concluded with prayer. " We are 
brethren indeed," writes Mr. Davies. "When I administer 
the sacrament in our chapel, I give the bread, and he the wine; 
and once in the quarter, all our people go to church, and he 
gives the bread, and I the wine." 

Mr. Davies, after the death of his beloved wife, paid as much 
a ttention as possible to the state of the school, and was pleased 
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at the regular daily attendance of the childrell, and at the evi­
dent improvement they were making. It was a delightful sight 
to see the re-captured Negroes rescued from the hold of slave­
vessels, clothed, and learning to read the word of God, and 
other useful things. His Excellency often visited the school, 
and was present one day in the month of April that year, when 
Mr. Davies and Mr. Butscher baptized one hundred and five of 
these kidnapped children. "All were dressed in clean clothes, 
and had labels hanging before them, with their new names ;" 
and the missionary adds, "0 may they all have a new name 
from above! }} 

Mr. Davies having more than he could attend to, and addi­
tional openings continmvlly presenting themselves, he appealed 
to the Committee for help. Accordingly, in the Minutes of the 
Conference for 1816, the name of Samuel Brown was added to 
that of William Davies, for Sierra-Leone. Mr. and Mrs. Brown 
sailed in October, and arrived in December . They were met on 
the beach by Mr. Davies, who was thankfnl for this seasonable 
supply of coadjutors. It was during this year (1816) that 
the Wesleyan Missionary Committee commenced the publi­
cation of the Monthly "Missionary Notices," containing 
abstracts of letters and other communications from the foreign 
stations, &c. 

The following letter from Mr. BroWD, addressed to the Com­
mittee, announces his arrival and reception, and gives an inter­
esting view of the state and prospects of the mission. It is 
dated, 

FREE-TOWN, SIERRA- LEONE, February 4th, 1817. 
THROUGH the tender mercy of God, we alTived here in health and safety on the 

evening of the 26th of December. 
On tbe first day of our arrival, I waited upon His Excellency, Charles Macarthy, 

and showed him my credentials. He welcomed us to the colony, and behaved in 
a very affable, friendly manner: he is very much respected as a humane, fatherly 
man. 

1 think this colony, in the space of fifty or one hundred years, will be of great 
importance to England. Many of the re-captured Negroes are taught to read, 
write, and some useful trade. They afterwards form connexions, marry, and live as 
orderly as in many of our English villages. I have visited two of these native 
towns, Congo-Town and Portuguese-Town. In the latter we have established a 
meeting. 'When we first went, we found them beating their rice, and doing other 
kin(ls of work, on the Lord's-day. We told them we were come to preach to them; 
but if they worked on Srmdays, we could not. They instantly attendeel to the 
advice given ; and now when we go, they are prepared, like the people whom 
Cornelius had gathered into his house, to hear what God will say by his servants. 
Two of them are awakened to a sense of their sin and danger, and ru."e anxious to­
be haptized, and united with us in cburch-fellowsllip. This people said, "Otber 
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towns had house for God," and regretted tbat they had none, but expressed a 
determination to have one soon. Congo-Town is three miles from Free-To,,'l1; but, 
as tbey do not like its present situation, they have bought five acres of land, for £5, 
a mile and a-half from l':t'ee-Town, wbere they were for ,-emoving in the space of a 
fortnight. They assign two reasons for changing their situation: First. That they 
may bear the gospel, or, as tbey generally term it, "God palaver." Tbeir otber 
reason is, tbat tbey may be neal' the sea, and bave an opportunity of snpplying tbeir 
families with fish. Mter partaldng of a fowl, some cassada, and lice, whicb tbey 
cheerfully hailed for ns, I gave theur an exbortation, sang and prayed witb tbem. 
They have pressingly invited me to preach regularly for tbem, when tbey are settled 
in tbeir new situation. Tbough the Africans are generally inclined to their" coun­
try fashions," which are very immoral and base j yet, when they are converted, 
the traces of true godliness are very apparent tbrough the medium of tqeir 
simplicity.* 

About the same time Mr. Davies, who was actively engaged 
in different parts of the colony, having preached three times 
on the sabbath at L eopold, and feeling his mind rather low, 
went to Regent's-Town to see his friend Johnson. After 
taking a cup of tea, they went to the church, and Mr. Davies 
preached, « when the tears were seen flowing over many a sable 
face." There was Ol1e person in particular, of the llame of 
Tamba, who was in great distress, and' cried aloud. He 
remained in the church after the others were gone, and seemed 
resolved not to rest till he obtained peace with God. Mr. 
Johnson, the church missionary at the station, met him the 
next morning, looking very cheerful j when he said to him, 
« Well, Tamba, how are you this morning? How do you feel 
your heart this morning?" Tamba answered, « My heart dis 
morning, massa. My heart no live here now." « Well, Tamba, 
where does your heart live ?" « 0, massa, hea1·t live top 
now." 

At the end of March there were in the society in Free-Town 
115 members, with 24 on trial. The experience of the members 
was spoken of as being « scriptural and rational." Two, also, 
were admitted on trial in Portuguese-Town j and soon after 
this a school was opened at the same place. Early in July, 
Mr. Brown wrote to the Committee, expressing his thankfulness 
that both himself and his wife had, he hoped, passed through 
the seasoning sickness, and were then in good health j but in 
two or three weeks after this, both the missionaries, with Mrs. 
Brown, were attacked with violent fever, and were all ill at the 
same time. Mr. Davies was the first that recovered, at least so 
far as to be able to render some assistance to Mr. and Mrs. 

* II l\'Iissionary Notices 11 for April, 1817 , p. ]27. 
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Brown in their trying circumstances j bnt she soon fell a vic­
tim to the disorder, nature becoming exhausted with the 
repeated attacks she had endured. She continued sensible to 
the last, though for a few hours before she departed, through 
weakness, she was unable to speak. She expired about half­
past eleven o'clock on the evening of the ninth day after the 
attack. This was the third loss this mission had sustained by 
death. 

MRS. BROWN was a most affectionate wife and sincere Chris­
tian. She had had the charge of a class of eighteen members j 
and from her engagements in the school for female Negro 
children much usefulness was anticipated j but "here we have 
no continuing city." She was present at the funeral of the 
Rev. L. Butscher, the colonial chaplain, who had died a few 
weeks previously j and this event had impressed her with the 
probability of her own approaching end, and t ended to quicken 
her pace in the road that leadeth to everlasting life. " In her 
last illness," writes one who witnessed it, "it was delightful to 
behold her gaining fresh spiritual strength j her soul stayed 
sim ply on Jesus, an d deriving consolation from his all-sufficiency 
and willingness to save." She had a short struggle with the 
enemy about two days before she died, but afterwards obtained 
deliverance; and, "with tears trickling down her face," she 
exclaimed, " Glory be to God, the enemy is chained!" After­
wards, on being asked how she was, she answered, (( Very 
happy, very comfortable." She departed this life in the full 
assurance of faith, on the 28th of July, 1817, after a residence 
in the colony of seven months and two days. The body was 
interred in the same grave with that of Mrs . Davies j but their 
disembodied spirits have long been "with the Lord," and 
they now "rest from their labours, and their works do follow 
them." 

Mr. Brown was very ill at the time of his wife's death, but in 
a few days was out of danger j and, though he felt the shock 
most severely, he bore it with Christian fortitude, and resumed 
his labours as soon as possible. 

Mr. Davies, on account of repeated attacks of fever, returned 
t.o EngIRnd early in 1818 j but the great Head of the church 
continued to bless the labours of Mr. Brown, and the mission 
prospered. The following letter from this devoted missionary, 
addressed to the late Rev. J o~eph Beuson, wiU show the state of 
the mission at that period :-
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SIEIlIlA-LEONE, May 20th, 1818. 
lVl y DEAR AND HONOURED FATHER,-You have, I doubt not, of late received 

information, through various means, relative to this mission. But, being desirous 
of adding some further particulars to it, I venture, with some reluctance, again to 
present the subject before you. 

At our iast quarter's visitation of the classes, we had one hundred and fifty per­
sons in society, and forty-four on trial, against whose moral character I found no 
material objection. About ninety are Nova-Scotian settlers, or their children; 
twenty, Maroons; forty, re-captured Negroes; and the probationers are chiefly of 
the last description. That the piety of African believers is equally bright, vigorous, 
and stable, with that of Europeans in general, is what I cannot think or say; as a 
religion but partially enlightened is always weak and precaJ.~ous. But, though they 
have not the advantage of taking-in all those rays of gospel-truth, by which they 
might have been exalted in their experience and practice; yet the day-star from on 
high hath visited them, and given many the light of tbe kn6wledge of the glory of 
God in the person of J esus Christ. It is true that many have but an imperfect 
view of divine things, yet I may with ·confidence assert that they are receiving an 
increase of light, growing in grace, and in tbe knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

That we have brighter prospects of usefulness, and more pleasing scenes of 
labour opening before us than we have had, I am pretty confident. Our congrega­
tion in Free-Town on Sundays is generally greater than our chapel there can well 
contain. And the congregations at Soldiers'-Town and Portnguese-Town are 
encouraging; usually at the former from fifty to a hundred attend, and at the latter 
from thirty to eighty. Our little congregation at the west end of Free-Town, in the 
old school-house, is broken up, as the temporary place has fallen into ruins; but 
the Maroons are building a stone chapel at this end of the town, which, in the 
space of twelve months, will, I doubt not, be filished, and will add strength to am 
mission, as well as increase our labours. They are a vigorous and persevering peo~ 
pIe ; and their erection and settlement of their chapel on the Conference plan, 
(which, I trust, will be done,) will provoke to holy jealousy the Nova-Scotians in 
carrying on with spirit the building they have begun at the east end of Free-To"l"Cll . 
The dimensions of the former are sh .. .-ty feet by thirty; and of the latter, sixty-five 
feet by forty; each of tbem are raised about two or three feet above the surface of 
the ground. 

I verily think the school we have had here would be a great blessing, were it 
re-established. The cololial school is situated at the e"i;remity of the east end of 
Free-Town ; while at the west end scores of children are brought up in ignorance, 
and attend no school. 

But my hands are full, and more than full; so that my honoured fathers will see, 
I hope, a necessity of sending a married missionary to take the superintendency, 
and bear the burden of domestic affairs. You will excuse me when I say tbat it 
is by no means proper that an inclividual missionary should be on any station, espe­
Cially a young man. I think, Rev. Sir, when you bave weighed the statements that 
are given, you will see with me that the season is arrived for the permanent estab­
lishment of our mission; that the present is a cl~tical period, and that the work 
should be in the hands of an experienced, holy, and prudent minister. I might fur­
ther urge this subject by telling you I alone have had all the weight of our mission 
here upon me ever since my arrival in Africa j that the circumstances in which it is 
now placed call aloud for men of piety, prudence, and talent, to come over and 
help us_ 

As regards my own experience, by the Divine mercy I can say, I am raised aoo"e 
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an inordinate love of life, and a slavish fear of death ; my desires aTe expressed in 
oue of our bymns:-

" If in this feeble flesb I may 
Awbile sbow forth thy praise, 

J esus, support tbe tottering clay, 
And lengtben ant my days." 

Thougb aU God's .,,-aves and billows bave gone over .me, tbongh I bave none 
with whom to communicate ; yet I have couverse "vith my heavenly Father, and 
bappiness in tbe exercise of my ministry; so that my time does not bang beavy 
upon my bands ; my wound also is bound up, closed, mollified with ointment, and 
bealed. 

I sball uot soon forget your great kindness to us wbile in London, and the suit­
ableness of the address delivered to our dear brethren Fox, Osborne, Newstead, and 
myself, in Lambeth chapel ; your kindness in presenting me with a volume of your 
sermons, one of which, No. XI. , proved a cordial to my drooping spirits a few weeks 
after the death of Mrs. Brown, and my own severe sickness. * 

During this season, Mr. Brown suffered severely from the 
country fever, having had repeated attacks j and he felt the 
force of that passage, "Woe to him that is alone when he 
falleth ; fo r he hath not another to help him up." Still God 
was with him; his European brethren of the Church Missionary 
Society were very kind; the governor also called t o see him, and 
offered him any t hing in his house; and he adds ; " I have proved 
more tban ever the love of the people towards me, in their anxiety 
for my recovery. They have offered many prayers for me, paid 
me many visits, and done me many kind offices ." But, "0, who 
can describe the painfulness of a burning Afri can fever, which 
drinks up the spirits, yea, absorbs the very moisture, destroys 
the powers of reason, and is attended with a head-ache, thirst, 
and violent strainings to vomit ? These things I fully expe­
rienced, and never expected more to cumber this world." But 
he was mercifully preserved through the r ains, which proved 
fatal to several Europeans that year ; and, as soon as he was 
able, he resumed his beloved employment, " the Lord working 
with him, and confirming the word with signs following." 

Two single men" Messrs . Baker and Gillison, were appointed, 
and sent out at the end of the year, to succeed Mr . Brown, 
who, from having been repeatedly and dangerously ill, and from 
the loss of his excellent wife, it was thought, needed a change. 
These brethren sailed from Gravesend on the 16th of December, 
and arrived at Sierra-Leone on the morning of February 14th, 
1819. It was the sabbath-day; and Mr. Brown was soon on 
board to give them a hearty welcome. " F rom the ship," 
oLserves lVIr. Brown, " we went to the chapeJ, when, after I 

* " The Methodist Magazine," 1818, p. 793. 
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had read prayers, Mr. Baker preached for us, and.in ·the even­
ing Mr. Gillison. It is truly pleasing to myself and our 
members to receive au increase of missionary l abour to this 
part of the world; and, what is infinitely more, I am certain it 
is pleasing to God, and well-timed. 0 that their health and 
life may be spared; that they, from an enriched and over­
flowing heart, may ever bless their hearers out of Zion in the 
name of the Lord!" 

By these brethren Mr. Brown received the following com· 
munication from the General Secretaries :-

A RESOLUTION OF THE MISSIONARY GOMMITTEE. 

November 18th, 1818. 
Tbat in future the missionaries sent to Sierra-Leone shall not he required t<> 

remain on that station more than three years, unless they shall themselves he 
willing to contiuue longer j and that missionaries so removed from Sierra-Leone be 
sent for t.he remainder of their missionary service to some other foreign station less 
unfavourable to health than West Africa. 

By the Stations filled up and altered at the same meeting, John Baker and John 
Gillison, single mell, were appointed to Sierra-Leone; and you were, in considera­
tion of your late affliction and indisposition, appointed to St. Vincent's, in the West 
Indies, one of our old and best stations, and where yOill' health, we hope, will be 
completely restored. 

(Signed,) J ABEZ BUNTING, 
JOSEPH TAYLOR, 

December 7th, 1818. RICRARD WATSON. 

At the same time, he received the following note, daterl a few 
days after, from tbe "Resident Secretary:"-

77, Hatton-Gm'den, December 12th, 1818. 
r HAVE distinctly to state that your being removed from Sierra-Leone is merel), 

in conseqnence of your late affliction, and from a wish to save your life. The 
Committee have the fullest confidence in you, and the greatest satisfaction with 
yon and your labours. 

Yours trnIy, 
(Signed,) JOSEPH TAYLOR. 

For some months previous to the arrival of these new mis­
sionaries, a gradual revival of the work of Go'd had been going 
on, and from twenty to thirty undoubted conversions had taken 
place. Mr. Brown, in referring to this, a~d to one or two 
remarkable instances of the grace of God, in a letter dated 
February 27th, 1819, remarks: "I have sown in tears, but 
now we reap in joy. Thank God, this is an ample recompellce 
for every sigh, every tear, every shaking ague, every burning 
fever, every bereavement, every restless and sleepless night I 
have had to endure since I came to Africa. This makes me 
very reluctant to leave. I feel I love their precious souls; the 
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affections of my heart are interwoven with theirs; and I know 
they love me. This] in union with a joyous sense of my 
acceptance with Goa] makes me willing to spend and be spent 
for the welfare of the church] and the honour of my adorable 
Redeemer; to count nothing dear to me] so that I may finish 
my course with joy] ana be received to that eternal rest which 
remains for the people of God." 

Shortly after this] Mr. Brown returned to England] when he 
furnished the Committee with the following interesting report 
of the mission] giving the etymology of several of the villages] 
with some other important facts, *-

We have five different places at which we regularly preach; two in Free-Town, 
and three in country villages ento:ely inhabited by re-captured Negroes. 

At the east end of Free-Town stands our p11ncipal meeting-house, which is a 
boarded huilding, with a grass-thatched roof, fitted up with benches, excepting one 
pew which joins the pulpit. It may, when crowded, contain from three to four 
hundred hearers. We have freehold land sufficient on which to build both a com­
modious cbapel and a preacher's house. The foundations of a chapel, siKty-five 
feet by forty, are laid, and stones prepared, which cost £100, collected by Mr. 
Davies. In addition to this, we have since collected upwards of £ 100. 

We preach in this meeting-house twice on Sunday, give a lecture to children on 
~1onday evenings, preach on '¥ednesday evenings, and hold prayer-meetings every 
moruing, and on two evenings in the course of the week. Tbe congregation on 
Sunday is usually larger than the place can accommodate. It consists of Negroes 
from Nova-Scotia, Maroons, and re-captured Negroes. My mind has often been much 
pained, that the bonnds of our decayed wooden meeting-house cOlJld not seat all who 
amiously came to hear the word of life. Many were obliged to sit down on the 
outside, in the scorcbing heat of the sun. Tbis meeting-bouse is at the head of 
our mission: bere our re-captured people from the villages attend on sabbath morn ­
ings; and, influenced by the cleanly habits of the Nova-Scotians and Maroons, make 
a decent appearance, which does credit to the religion they profess. Here they are 

* On the eve of his embarkation for England, Mr. Brown received, amongst 
otber letters, the following polite and Christian note from His E"cellenoy, the late 
Sir Charles Macarthy :-

" Government-House, SiP.1'ra-Leone, Ap,-il 22d, 1819. 
"DEAR Sm,-In returning to you my sincere thanks for the Annual Report of 

your missions, I feel great pleasure in assuring you of my most sincere g'ood wishes 
for your welfare, in whatever part of the globe you may be employed. 

" I enclose herewith a letter to tbe respectable members of your Committee, to 
whom I express, in very inadequate terms, my opinion of yonr zeal and exertions in 
the good cause .. I accept With gratitude your prayers for my welfare and the 
prosperity of OUl" colony. 

" Believe me, with the highest esteem, 
H Dear Sir, 

"Your faithful, obedient servalit, 
"C. ::NIAcAR'rHY . 

.. 7'0 the Rev. Samuel B"o'lIm, ~·c . ~·c." 

Q 
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brought more intimately into acquaintance with our society, and have further 
<lpportunity of impro~ement. 

Among my most pleasant labours I may rank the lectures which I gave twice a 
week to children, apprentices, and servants of all descriptions; part of them I met 
at the mission-house on Sundays, and the rest and greater part on Monday even­
ings. The number on Sundays was from twelye to twellty, and on Monday evenings 
from SLxty to one hundred. 

The west end of Free-Town is chiefly inhabited by the Maroons and re-captured 
Negroes. With a de.ign to awaken a spirit of piety, in tbe dry season of 1818, I 
preached on Sunday morning, alternately in the streets at the east and west end 
of the town, and \>isited most of the inhabitants from house to house. Some good 
arose from this to my own mind, and to the souls of several of my hearers. Seve­
ral re-captured families became our constant hearers, and are nO:vlr members of our' 
society. In the hut of one at this end of the town we preach twice a week, and 
hold a prayer-meeting. The brethren now on the Station have formed a promising 
class at the same place. 

Congo-Town is so called from its inhabitants chiefly consisting of re-captured 
Negroes from the river Congo. Its population, taking-in the scattered huts in the 
neighbourhood, may be averaged at from three to four hundred adults, exclusive 
of children. About the middle of 1818, I took them wholly uhder my care; and, 
by the help of the leaders, visited them tbree times a week. They are all re­
captured Negroes, and, in general, married. From an earnest desire to have their 
chilcl!'en taugbt to read, that tbey might have au opportunity of hearing the gospel, 
they commenced a subscription to build a chapel. It is now nearly completed, and 
will serve the double purpose of a s~hool and preaching-room. Here we Im'e 
twenty-seven members, under different degrees of concern for tbeir salvation. We 
have appointed Moses Brown, whom 1 taugbt to read and write, as schoolmaster. 
under the immediate care of the brethren. We are fully satisfi ed as to his suitable­
ness for the work. He lived with me two years, and, on the whole, behaved him­
self to my satisfaction. The congregation is nsually from forty to eighty, and the 
prospects are very encouraging. 

Solclier,' -Town is tbe first of our country villages, for the fruit it has yielded to 
our mi" ion. It received its name from being the residence of the re-captured 
Negro soldiers who are now in the African corps. Its population may be averaged 
at six hundrcd adnlts, besides children. On February 13th, 1817, I commenced 
my labours in it; and took my stand in the open air, on an elevated place, and, 
assisterl by some of our members from Frec-Town, began the service. At fir,t 
about twenty attended, chiefly females; afterwards the number iucreased to fifty or 
six.ty. I continued my out-door preaching fourteen ,yeeks ; whell, on July 6th, 1 
opened a wattled meeting-bouse, which cost us about £10, and would accommodate 
a hundred and fifty hearers. I now, by the assistance of some of the leaders, 
vi sited them three times each week, twice on Sundays, and on Thursday evenjngs. 
The congregation was usually from fifty to one hundred, about two-tbirds women, 
and VOF)' attentiye. Some became impressed by the truth. which they heard, and 
showed a reformatioll in their lives. The concern of many wore away; but their 
places were more than filled up by the addition of others . I found it very difficult, 
at first, to make myself understood; and was obliged to accommodate myself to 
their capacities and knowledge of the English language. The state in which I 
found them, unmarried, unbaptized, sunk in superstition, fornication, and eyery 
vice, suggested the necessity of keeping them on trial from six to ·eighteen months, 
until their knowledge'ivas enlarged, and theiT conduct proved their sincerity. In 
the latter end of November, 18 ] 7, several who had been for some time ill deep COll-
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cern for their salvat.ion, made a clear anc1 satisfactory profession of faith in Clll"ist. 
One whose name is John Crown came to the lIDssion-house, and. said he was come 
to tell me what God had dOlle for his soul; that when I baptized his child, (which 
had taken place about four weeks,) conviction seized his mind; that he ha,l prayed 
in the bush, in his house, or wherever he might be, for the Lord Jesus to forgive 
his sins; that every thing bad that he had done came to his recollection ; that his 
trouble was so great, that he could neither eat nor sleep; that his wife and former 
companions frequently questioned him as to what burdened his mind, and urged 
him to eat. and not give way to trouble; that when he had been at prayer in a 
retired place in the bush, and was returning home, he felt a sudden change pass 
upon his mind, his trouble went away, and gladness filled his heart; that this good 
thing which he felt was sweet; that iu his own country he had eaten houey, aud 
in white man's, (Sierra-Leoue is so called by the re-captured Negroes,) sugar; but 
this, putting his hand to his breast, is sweeter than all; that since his mother bore 
him, he never felt the same; that if the governor had given him plenty of shops 
full of cloth, his heart could not feel as glad as it elld. " 0," said he, " I thank God 
for this good thing; that ever he brought me into this couutry, and that he may 
ever keep this good thing in my heart." This man has been very useful to the 
society, which consists of about thirty members, and the same number on trial. 
The conversion of many of them is clear and satisfactory. At the present time we 
have a new wattled meeting-house, (the first, after standing two years, having sunk 
into decay,) bnilt chiefly by their own exertions. It is generally filled with a con­
gregation of from flfty to a hundred and fifty. The brethren, Baker and Gillison, 
have joined me in expressing the pleasure which it always affords to visit this 
society; the hearts of the members abound with love and gratitude to God, and to 
their ministers. 

Portuguese-Town takes its name from the majority of the inhabitants having 
been rescued from the Portuguese. In the beginning of February, 1817, I first' 
visited this town, and by ringing a small bell collected the inhabitants; to whom, 
under the side of one of their huts in the open air, I pnblished the trnths of the 
gospel. The hearers were attentive, and my congregation was usnally from thirty 
to sixty. On the 30th of April I opened a wattled meeting-house in the village, 
and by the help of the leaders held meetings three time. a week. Two females 
appeared concerned for their salvation, whom I put under the care of an experi. 
enced Christian. On May 5th, 1817, I commenced a day-school. Twenty-nine 
attended, and seemed anxious to learn to read. This school was continued 
but for a short time: sickness and death caused a suspension, and, finally, a ellsso­
lution, of it. After continuing my ministry under many discouraging circumstances, 
we had at length tbe pleasill'e of seeing some fruit of our labour. A man ancl his ' 
wife became experimentally acquainted with the Savioill'. The work spread, and 
four other persons professed to experience the same blessing. The society at this 
time consists of fifteen members, and sO]ue on trial.* 

The total number of members in the society in the whole 
circuit at this time was two hundred and fifty, being an increase 
of one hundred during the year. Several greegree-men were 
amongst those who were converted to the faith, and who hac1 
'-"'tit far from them all their charms and tools of enchant-

* "Report of the Wesleya!l-Methorlist Missionary Society," 1819, Pl'. 30-32. 
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ment: SO that, in the language of the inspired historian, it may 
be said, "Many of them also which used curious arts brought 
their books together, and burned them before all men: and 
they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand 
pieces of silver. So mightily grew the word of God and 
prevailed." (Acts xix:. 19, 20.) 

At the Wesleyan Conference of 1819, Mr. Brown was 
appointed to Nevis, in the West Indies, * where he la,boured for 
several years : since which period he has been usefully engaged 
in the ministry at home. 

In the mean time the brethren Baker and Gillison had 
entered upon their work. The former writes :-" I never felt 
happier in my life: I would not exchange my present station 
for a crown . It is my determiuation, and that, I believe, of my 
colleague also, that, through Divine assistance, we will lay our­
seh'es out in every possible way to advance the cause of Christ 
in this mission." They did so; but death again speedily made 
a breach in this little party, and that passage was literally 
fu lfilled, '''rben shall two be in the field; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left." (Matt. xxiv. 40.) Mr. Gillison had 
not been in Africa quite six montbs, when he was carried off by 
the fever peculiar to that climat e, after au illness of eleven days, 
much lamented by his colleague and the people. 

J 0 UN GILLlSON was converted to God when very young, at 
Bourne, in the Grantham circuit, where he laboured for several 
years with great acceptance as a local preacher. He was a 
young man of deep piety and respectable talents, an affectionate 
colleague, and an acceptable preacher, and bid fair to be a very 
useful missionary. He had laboured one year in the ministry 
in England, and cheerfully accompanied Mr. Baker to this post 
of danger, w.here God crowned his efforts with considerable 
success. On the evening of July 29th, he buried a corpse, and 
another the next morning: in the afternoon he preached at 
Congo-Town; and soon after his return home in the evening he 
went to bed rather poorly. During the night he was seized with 
fever, which never left him. Mr. Baker was also ill at the same 
time; but after some days he was assisted into his colleague's 
room, though in a very weak state. 1\11'. Baker writes :- " When 
I came, he requested to be helped up in bed, and we seemed like 
two dear friends meeting, who had long been separated. I 
immediately asked, ' Is Jesus precious to you?' He distinctly 

* The appointment was changed from St. Vincent's to Nevis. 
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answered, (Yes, glory be to God for it, he is!'" The next 
morning Mr. Baker saw him again, and found him happy in 
God, and prepared for his will j and, in all the intervals of 
delirium which afterwards occurred, he continued to expres~ 

himself in the same manner, till, on August 10th, he exchanged 
mortality for the joy of his Lord. He died in the twenty-second 
year of his age, and the second of his ministry. 

H That life is long, which answers life's great end." 

As soon as Mr. Baker's extreme weakness would permit, he 
took up his pen to communicate to the Committee the melau­
choly intelligence of the death of his worthy colleague: ,he was 
himself, even then, in a delicate state of health, having had a 
relapse of the fever, occasioned by his preaching Mr. Gillison's 
funural sermon, which quite overpowered him. As health 
gradually returned, he engaged in the work of the mission; but 
was frequently laid aside during the rainy season, and fears 
were entertained for his life. In November he writes:-

J can assure my dear fathers, notwithstanding these trying dispensations of Pro­
\'idcnee, I feel happy in my work, and am satisfied I am in my providential place. 
The Lord makes me happy by the continual manifestations of his favour, and many 
of Ihese dear people make me happy by their unhlamable life and conversation. 
rnory be to God, unworthy as I am of such an honour, he is pleased to make me 
u.ef,u ! n ere in t.own I have some time since had t9 cut off some whose lives were 
inconsistent with their profession, and who, I believe, have been a stumbling.block 
to others; but Jately the Lord has been reviving his work in the society, and 
gathering in SO,IDe from the Heathen. He was pleased to bless to many souls the 
last two or three sermons I preached before my late sickness. 0 for more strength 
10 preach IIis word! I bless God I can say, I only ,,~sh for life to spend in pub­
lishing the sinners' Friend. He is my all and in all,-" In toil my rest, my ease in 
pain." 

\ ly late deal" colleague and myself laid it down as a rule, from the first, nevel" (0 

fl inch from any point of discipline, or suffer those, in any place, wbo we had 
reason to fear were deceiving themselves, to go to hell quietly: this marle us use 
Ihe plainest and most faithful dealing we could with such characters; and now, 
liuwl, God, the inconigible have heen all, or we trust nearly all, discovered. The 
lilt 111 hers have for some time past been growing in grace. 'Many flock to hear the 
\\ IIrl! of noel; and it grieves me to see the want of room to accommodate them. 
I illll t'f>rtain the cbapel, though much the largest in town, is not half large enough 
to ('ontain th e people who ,;yish to attend. The place is crowded to suffocation. 
I uln ol)lig~rl, as soon as 1 get home after eycry :sermon, to change every thing 1 
La'I' 011, {'\'t'll to my coat. 

I wrotC' to you some time ago of our having formed a c1ass at the west end of 
het -Town, which, thank Goa, is now one of 01.11' promising societies. After they 
Bad hcC'n on trinl, 1 toltl them they must all get 'married, if they wished to remain 
\"' itlt 1I:i. Thry were quite willing, and. I took (lown the names of eleven couple. 
'1'\\0 or thrf'C' or the women had ungodly men, to wnolll some of them said, "Sup­
Pil ll' \ Ott 110 lIJarry Ill e', [ 1ca,e you j lhis lime I ", alll for seek God, and live Chris-
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t ian fashion." The men have all consented. These things are pleasing, and to me 
very encouraging. 

The governor is going in a few days to the river Gambia, to form a settlement 
higher up, perhaps two hundred miles or more from St. Mary's. Should this suc­
ceed, there would certainly be a fine opening for the exertions of a faithful mission_ 
ary. This station will be about 14' uorth latitude, and conseqnently much healthier 
than Siena-Leone. I find, according to Park, this part of the river is near a chain 
of mountains; and if the people there, as in some places in the interior, live much 
above the level of the river, the station will be healthier still. 

Protected by the conntenance of the British Government, the missionarieS might 
proceed much further up, if needful; and, I have no doubt, would be useful. I 
must say, that I always thinl', if a minister of the gospel is faithful, God will, in 
some way or other, make him useful; aud though the first missionary to that place 
might not Ii'ce to see frnit of his labour, yet it would doubtless appear after many 
days. In reference to the healtbiness of such a station, there can be no doubt of 
its being healthier than this. It is a well-known fact, that they have not so much 
rain on tbe Gambia as we have here; and the cause of the sickliness at St. Mary's is 
more owing to the very low situation of the island on which our present settlement 
is found, which in the rains is in a state of inUl,ldation from the rise of that great 
river, and from a bad morass on the island, so low as not to admit of draining, and 
which makes the air passing over it bad. The rains begin as far south as tbe Line, 
and go as far as Senegal, 17' nortb latitude.* 

In the annual Missionary Report for 1820, the numbers in 
society were as follows: Free-Town, 172 j Gongo-Town, 10 j 
Soldiers' -Town, 17 j Portuguese-Town, 28 j IVest -End, 34 j 
total, 261 j being an increase of eleven on the preceding year. 
But before the close of that year a great revival of religion took 
place, "and the Lord added to the church daily such as should 
be saved." Mr. Baker, under date of November 1st, 1820, in 
giving some particulars of this, observes :-

I scarcely know where to begin; hnt the best of all is, God is truly mtb us. 
We have the greatest outpouring of the Spirit I have ever yet mtnessed. 

And when I consider the meanness of tbe instrument made use of, I sometimes 
trcmble lest it sbould not be real. But I can never look closely at the work mth­
out discovering the finger of God plainly engaged in it. He himself has done it, 
and tbat in his own way. Mayhe grant me ever to feel as I do now! far my 
spirit truly says, "Not unto us, Lord; not unto us; but to thy name be all the 
glory." The work bas been gradual: I can trace its beginning up to the com­
mencement of the year. But ,,~thin the last three months it has increased 
rapidly ; and still goes on, and increases like the noise in the camp of the Philis­
tines. AIl my sleepless nigbts, all my burning fevers, all my severe conflicts, and 
all my agonizing pains,-all, all put together, and heaped up, seem no more than 
dust in the balance, when compared with this great work . Here is not only 
double, but tenfold, for all my bire. r bave no taleuts to attract attention; but I 
go on as God belps me, preaching mth all my might a present and a full salvation 
by faith in Cbrist. I do verily believe, that preaching a present salvation, and 
insisting upon the di.rect witness of tbe Spirit, is the glory of the gospel. I thaok 

* H :JIissionary Notices," Y01. ii. pp. 232, 233. 
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God my views of this subject are enlarged; and especially since this work began. 
lt brings to my remembrance the days of our venerable Founder, and makes his 
name to sound more sweetly in my ears. Those who have Jately been brought in, 
manifest that they have not believed a cunningly devised fable. They bear the 
consequent fruits of living faith; and I do not hesitate to say, of nearly all of those 
who have been added, I no more doubt of their conversion than my own. We 
have had twenty-five, twenty-seven, and twenty-nine of a week brought into 
liberty. At our last Qnarterly-M.eeting, I found we were three hundred and 
thirty; since then we have not added less than fifty. Poor Congo-Town, where I 
ha ve so long laboured, and seem eel to be spending my strength for nought; even 
there, the Lord is gloriously making bare his holy arm. We had, at the last 
Quarterly-Meeting, only fourteen in that place; now we have fifty-six; forty -seven 
of whom can rejoice in a sin-pardoning God. Our chapel stands just where it 
should do, and is filled. 

In town, also, this work has been great; we have had many added to our num­
bers. I am quite worn down with labour; and am a standing miracle to all who 
know my work, and what I have suffered. But I · thank God I do it cheerfu])y; 
and if I may but hold out till my colleagues come, then, if the will of God be so, 
let me 

" My body with my charge lay down, 
And cease at once to work and live." 

This work has really produced a general reformation; and the grog shop-keepers 
are mad against us, as their craft is not only in danger, but has very considerably 
suffered. Some of the greatest rebels, who were like the man among the tombs, 
are now sitting at the feet of Christ, clothed, and in their right mind. I hless God 
I ever came to Africa. May the Lord help me to go on insisting on a present and 
full salvation! * 

On the 8th of November, just one week after the above lettel' 
was written, Mr. and Mrs. Huddlestone arrived at Sierra-Leone, 
and were much pleased with the kind and warm reception they 
received, as well as with the state of the mission: they were 
soon joined by Mr. Lane, who sailed for that station in January, 
1821; and now Mr. Baker was at liberty to visit the river 
Gambia, to commence a new mission, to which he had been 
appointcd by the preceding Conference. The numbers in the 
society at Sierra-Leone in 1821 were 470; being an increase of 
upwards of two hundred on the preceding year. 

* "Missionary Notices," vol. iii. pp. 40, 41. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

NATIVE SUPERSTITION AND CRUELTY. 

SOURCE and Termination of the River Gambia-Influence of the Tide-Scenery­
Birds and Animals, &c.-The native Tribes-Jollofs-Mandingoes-Foulabs 
-And Jollars-WEsTEm, AFRIcA-The moral Degradation of the Natives­
Slave-Trade and Slavery-Polygamy-Degradation of the female Character 
-African Sllperstitions-Greegrees- Various Objects in Kature regarded with 
superstitious Dread-The three worst Features of Superstition are Witchcraft. 
a System of Demonology or Devil-Worship, and hnman Sacrilices-A Refer­
ence to Romans i. 21-32. 

THE Gambia is ODe of the finest rivers in Africa. It is sup­
posed to take its rise in a group of mountains a short distauce 
to the north-east of Teemboo, in Foota J alloD, and not many 
days' journey from the famous Niger. After running in a 
serpentine course for upwards of one thousand miles, it empties 
itself into the Atlantic in 13° 30' north latitude, and in 16° 42' 
west longitude. It is about fourteen miles wide at its mouth, 
and is navigable for upwards of five hundred miles by vessels 
of considerable burden j and small vessels might sail much 
farther, particularly in the rainy season. 

This noble river contains J;l1any islands j the principal of 
which are St. Mary's, Elephant-Isle, Deer-I sland, Paboon or 
D eaD's Island, and Macarthy's Island. On two of these, that is, 
the first and the last, the English have formed settlements, which 
will be noticed in the following chapter. In the dry season the 
influence of the tide is felt as far as Cantalicunda, and the falls of 
Barraconda, the highest trading-ports on the river, supposed to 
be two hundred and fifty leagues, or seven hundred and fifty 
miles, from the sea-coast. A number of other small rivers and 
creeks empty themselves into the Gamhia j ancl it is to he 
lamented that these have not as yet been properly surveyed, as 
it is not improbable that some of them would be found to com­
municate with other rivers north and south of the Gambia, and 
thus an extensive inland na,igation would follow, which would 
increase the trade by affording a more ready and friendly inter­
course with the natives. 

Fo!' about one hundred and fifty miles the banks of the river 
are covered with thick mangroves, which, being al"\\'ays green, 
tend to relieve the eye from the oppressive glare of the scorching 
~l1q; the water here also becomes fresh, and is used for all 
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culinary purposes, and as the common beverage of man and 
beast. In advancing higher up the river, the scenery varies, 
the country becomes more hilly, and the trees assume a more 
variegated appearance, being rich in foliage, and splendid in 
their blossoms. The beautiful palm, monkey-bread, and stately 
mahogany trees, are conspicuous j and in many places the coun­
try wears the appearance of one extensive and majestic forest, 
and not unfrequently the scenery is highly picturesque. Birds . 
of the most beautiful plumage are numerous j paroqllets, par­
tridges, pigeons, guinea-birds, and water-fowl are also abundant. 
But your right to advance on the river is often disputed by 
large monkeys of the baboon species, residing in vast families 
at a distance from each other on the trees neal' the river. 
Sometimes they become outrageous j climbing the trees nearest 
to the intruders, chattering in the most menacing tones, break­
ing off sticks, and throwing them with all their might, bending 
the extreme branches, and shaking them towards their enemies, 
plainly intimating what they would do if the water did not pre­
vent them. These strange exhibitions, with the amusing antics of 
those of a smaller size, and of a more harmless kind, which are 
frequently seen with the squirrels, sportin g on the branches of 
the trees j together with the songsters of the grove, and the harsh 
crow-like sound of the graceful crown-birds, (Balearic cranes,) 
flying over-head in great numbers j the huge alligator basking 
fast asleep on the mud and sand of the banks of the river, till 
awoke by the report of a gun with a few shot, which only bound 
from his back like peas falling on a pavement, when he instantly 
shakes his tail and slides into the water unhurt j the beantiful 
horned deer and striped antelopes, which are seen in herds 
quietly grazing in the meadows j with ever and anon a small 
canoe crossing the river, with a single native at its stern, or one 
of larger dimensions, at a point or turn of the river, or perhaps 
coming down a creek, and containing from ten to twenty Negroes, 
who propel it forward at a rapid rate with their short paddles, 
which they ply with great dexterity, cheerfully and musically 
singing some song made on the occasion, and beating time to 
the tune with the strokes of their paddles :-all tend greatly to 
relieve the tedium of a six or ten days' voyage up the Gambia. 

'When on board a small cutter, or open boat, lying at anchor 
in the middle of the clay, without a breath of air, and waiting 
for the tide, it is no small treat to be rowed ashore to some 
'illage, or up one of the narrow creeks, 01' « natural canals," as 
they have bccn called,. where the thick foliage from these ever­
lasting grecns provcs a most welcome screen from the vertical 
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rays of the sun, and presents an appearance of real rural beauty. 
But take care you do not bathe, lest you should come out of the 
water minus an arm or a leg, or perhaps be divided and subdi­
vided, or consumed altogether, by one or more of the numerous 
alligators which infest those creeks. 

By night the hippopotamus is heard snorting, and plunging 
from the banks on which it grazes into the river; sometimes so 
near your canoe or boat as to place it in danger of being 
swamped by the motion of the water, should it be a small one. 
This animal in bulk is only second to the elephant. The head is 
of an enormous size, and the mouth, when open, is about two feet 
wide; the legs are short and thick, and the eyes and ears small. 
The hair on the body is very thin; but the skin is very thick 
and strong, and the tusks, which are from twelve to upwards of 
twenty inches long, furnish the best ivory. Though possessing 
amazing strength of body, this animal is naturally of a mild dis­
position, and is only formidable when provoked. When wounded, 
or when their young are injured either by accident or design, 
they will rise and attack boats and canoes with great fury, 
and will sink them by biting large pieces out of the sides, or 
striking holes in the bottom, or by placing their huge bodies in 
such a position as to upset them in an instant; and not unfre­
quently the people are drowned. One or two . accidents of this 
kind occurred in the Upper Gambia during my residence in 
Mrica. It need scarcely be said that the hippopotami are 
amphibious; but they are so cautious that it is during the night 
principally that they leave the river in order to pasture, when, 
consuming large quantities of millet, rice, and other eatables, 
they do much damage to the cultivated fields and plantations. 
Bnt though rarely out of the water by day, I have frequently 
seen their small pointed ears, with a little of the head, when 
rising towards the surface in order to take-in fresh air. In this 
manner they may be seen in herds, as many as a dozen of them 
together. 

This part of the continent, in fact, abounds with specimens of 
natural history in almost all its branches,-with shells and fish, 
plants and flowers, insects and reptiles, birds and wild animals j 
to say nothing of its minerals, some districts being interlaced 
with inexhaustible veins of the precious metals. The natn­
ralist and geologist would therefore find full employment for 
their scientific researches from one year's end to another. 

If the writer had the ability to enlarge upon this subject, the 
nature and limits of this book would forbid it; suffice it to say, 
that, as to fish, the Gambia abounds in these of various kinds, 
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from the sprat to the dolphin and shark of sixteen feet in 
length. Here, too, is to be seen the little, exquisitely, beauti­
fully plumaged humming-bird, smaller than the linnet, or, as a 
fair authoress expresses it, "scarcely larger than an humble­
bee;" with the towering eagle, the gigantic stork, and that king 
of the feathered tribe, that swiftest of all running creatures, the 
ostrich. On the Gambia, likewise, or in its neighbourhood, 
the traveller may find the small red monkey, not much larger 
than a rat, with almost every other species of apes up to the 
orang-outang and chimpanzee: here, too, are to be found the 
prowling wolf, the screaming hyrena, the snarling leopard, and 
the roaring lion ; the lizard and the crocodile j the leech, so 
numerous in the creeks, and so useful to man in sickness, the 
venomous snake, the boa-constrictor and serpent of from twenty­
five to thirty feet long.* And here, too, the European may be 
teased and bitten by the tiny, but troublesome, mosquito j and 
he may be gratified and excited by a sight of the sagacious and 
majestic elephant. The ostrich is exclusively indigenous to 
Mrica, and even the problematical unicorn is still said to exist 
in the interior. The shrubs and earth swarm with termites, 
ants, spiders, and caterpillars, while passing armies of locusts 
frequently obscure the sun like clouds. The most beautiful 
insects abound, and the force of vegetation is extraordinary j 
the earth renders back the seed to the cultivator increased at 
least a hundred-fold, and the climate and soil produce plants, 
flowers, and fruits of various kinds. 

* The following extract from an American paper, which appeared a few months 
ago, will confirm tms statement :-

II ANO'l'HER MONSTER SNAKE.-T"he good ship' Allen,' Captain Williams, recently 
arrived at Salem, Massachusetts, from the coast of Africa, having on board a living 
monster serpent of the constrictor kind, which verifies all the stories we have heard 
of their crushing and swallowing a horse in a single meal; it is much larger than 
any ever before taken, its length being thirty feet. Of course, the arrival of such a 
monster set all our showmen into a wonderful fever. Van Amburgh, and June, 
and Titus, despatched an agent for them, via New-Haven; one of the firm of 
Raymond and Baring proceeded by way of Worcester; and Barnum sent his major­
domo, Ilitcbcock, by the steamer' Bay State.' The Yankee proprietor of the sn.ke, 
seeing such an excitement, and feeling that it will be difficult to run an opposi­
tion, has taken his ground; and a telegraphic despatch to Van Amburgh and Co. 
an nounces that he will take no less than ten thousand dollars for it, and in case of 
not finding a customer he will turn showman, and exhibit himself. The agent 
AlTered seven thousand dollars for it.; bnt Mr. Hitchcock immediately bid five hundred 
Ilollars more, and so the matter stands. Captain Williams positively avers tbat it 
took one hundred and twenty.six Negroes seven hours to secure this monster. They 
(lid it hy means of a heavy rope net made for the purpose, and thrown over him 
\,,"hen coiled lip. \ ,Vhat a s(lrpint.' "_;...ren: _ York 1'rue Sun. 
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But as we have to do rather with the human aud rational part 
of the creation in this brief historv of missions, it will be neces­
sary to say something of the people amongst whom the mission­
aries have laboured. 

The aborigines inhabiting the banks of the Gambia, and the 
countries bordering on that river, though distributed. into many 
distinct governments and independent states or nations, may be 
fairly divided into four great classes or tribes; namely, the 
Jollofs, the M(//fI,dingoes, the Foulahs, and the Jollars . 

The J OLLOFS are of the middle size, proportionably built, of 
jet black, with woolly hair, their lips and noses not so promi­
nent as most of the other Negro tribes. The countenance is 
open and intelligent, with fine eyes and beautiful white teeth, 
which are kept in a pure state by frequent wasbing, or rather 
constant rubbing with a small twig 'of the tamarind-tree, which 
th ey substitute for a tooth-brush, and which answers as well as, 
or even better than, the European instrument used for the same 
purpose. The J ollofs are warlike, brave, and generous, ardently 
attached to each other, and proverbial for gratitude and fidelity. 
At the same time, they are very su perstitious, and are much 
afraid of ghosts and evil spirits, against whose dreaded influence 
they have many imaginary means of defence. They live princi­
pally in the country which lies between the Gambia and the 
Senegal. The language is harsh and guttural, and freqnently 
coarse and vulgar. These people are a mixture of Pagans and 
Mohammedans; and some of those who have come into immediate 
contact with the French colonists in the Senegal and Goree are 
tinctured with the forms of Popery, though few of them have 
learned any of the doctrines or precepts of pure Christianity. 

The MANDI NGOES are the most numerous and warlike tribe iu 
this part of Africa. They are called Mandingoes, as having ori­
ginally migrated from Manding, an elevated region about sel'en 
hundred miles eastward from the coast; and are now spread into 
various independent states and nations, down the banks of the 
Gambia to the kingdoms of Barra and Combo on the sea-coast; 
whilst they are to be found in considerable nnmbers as far south 
as Sierra-Leone. The physical characteristics of the Mandin­
goes have already been described; and Mnngo Park has given 
a faithfnl record of the habits and manners of this people. 

The pnre Mandingo language is mellow and harmonions, and, 
with few exceptions, is universally understood from the Senegal 
and Gambia to the Joliba or Niger. 

In speaking of the F OULAHS, it will be neceSSHY to notice the 
different tribes; a distinction which it is the more needful to 
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make, as they have frequently been spoken. of as one and the 
same class of people. There are, properly speaking, at least 
three tribes, ealled in Africa Teucolors, Loubies, and Foulahs; 
and to these may be added the Fallatahs of Central Africa, who 
are of the same race: the latter are frequently spoken of by 
Lander as being superior to other native tribes, in personal 
appearance, dress, industry, moral virtue, and intelligence. 

The TeucolO1'S resemble the Mandingoes in appearance, cha­
racter, and prowess. They have established themselves in several 
powerful kingdoms, the chief of which are Foota-Torro, on the 
north of the Senegal; that of Bondou, between the Senegal and 
Gambia; and Foota-J allon, about four degrees north-east of 
Sierra-Leone. The colour of their skin. varies a little, some 
being quite black, and others of a fairer complexion. They are 
properly a settled people, though they have a few scattered 
villages amongst the Mandingoes. The Teucolors are generally 
strict Mahomedans. 

The Loubies are a degenerate race, stunted in growth, and 
haggard in appearance. They are generally quite black, though 
in features they much resemble the Foulahs, and they also 
speak the Foulah tongue. They possess neither towns nor 
cattle, but are the gipsies of Western Africa, living by the 
manufacture of wooden bowls and other utensils, which they 
sen to the Mandingoes. 

The physical characteristics of the Foulahs (the third class or 
tribe) we have briefly given in the first chapter of this work. 
They are in features and complexion, manners and habits, obvi­
ously distinguished from the rest of the aborigines of Western 
Africa. Their features have a close resemblance to the Euro­
pean, with a fairer skin than the Negroes in general,some of 
them approaching to the Mulatto colour. They have a tradi­
tion, that they descended from a white man,* and, when talking 
of different nations, always rank themselves among the white 
people. They have no lands of their own, but are much attached 
to a pastoral life ; and have introduced themselves into many of 
the kingdoms as herdsmen and husbandmen, paying a tribute 
to the sovereign of the country for the lands which they hold. 
They breeu much cattle, and are dexterous in the management 
of them. The whole herd belonging to the respective towns 
feed during the day in the neighbouring savannas, and, after 
the removal of the crops, in the rich grounds. They are attended 

* Sec nn interesting article o!, this subject in the" Wesleyan.Methodist Maga. 
zine," for the year 1834, pp. 29-33. 
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by herdsmen, who prevent their entering the corn, 01' escaping 
to the woods. As they make no claim to a right in the soil, but 
live by the sufferance of the Mandingoes and Jollofs, in whose 
countries they find pasturage for their cattle for the time being, 
and have no certain dwelling-place, they are called" wander­
ing Foulahs," removing their families and cattle from place to 
placl) as occasion may require. Being thus dependent, the 
Foulahs suffer much at times. They have not only to pay a 
large tribute for the privilege of pasturing their cattle on the 
lands which they cultivate, but the king will sometimes come 
down upon them, and take away nearly all they have. Being 
also a timid people, and unaccustomed to fight, they are fre­
quently plundered by marauding parties, who go about day and 
night scouring tbe country. Thus the Foulahs, though the 
most industrious, are the most grievously oppressed. 

The J OLLARS (01' Feloops) are small and short in stature, but 
are strong and nimble runners. Tbeir colour is a deep black, 
with rather a rough skin j but their features are tolerably regu­
lar, except when distorted by the fantastic figures which they 
imprint on their faces. They wear very little clothing, merely a 
small apron 01' payne loosely fastened round the loins. They are 
notnumerous, and reside cbiefly to the south of the Gambia, in the 
neighbourhood of the Casamaza. The J 01lars are nearly the zero 
of the thermometer of African civilization in this part of the 
continent. They are a wild and unsociable race of people, of a 
gloomy disposition, and are supposed never to forgive an injury: 
they are even said to transmit their quarrels as deadly feuds to 
their posterity, insomuch that a son considers it incumbent on 
him, from a just sense of filial obligation, to become the avenger 
of his deceased father's wrongs. The J 01lal's are Pagans, and 
pay homage to no being but the devil j and him they worship, 
to him they offer sacrifice and consecrate a house, thinking, if 
they secure his friendship, they shall be safe. 

In addition to the preceding four great classes of Africans, 
there are many other nations between the Senegal, Sierra­
Leone, and the Gold-Coast. But, however numerous the native 
tribes of Western Mrica, in a faithful description of one tribe 
we have a fair picture of the whole j for, whether Mahometan or 
Pagan, the Africans are all ignorant, guilty, and depraved, 
"earthly, sensual, and devilish," "sitting in darkness and in 
the region of the shadow of death," "having no hope, and 
without God in the world." 

The moral degradation of both Mohammedans and Pagans in 
Western Africa is shown in many striking features, and fully 



NATIVE SUPEltSTlTION AND CRUELTY. 239 

corroborates the declaration of the Psalmist, « The dark places 
of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty." 

Of the Slave-Trade we have before spoken, with its attendant 
horrors of war, rapine, and death. The fire, blood, and desola­
tion which marked th.e track of those invading and marauding 
bandits engaged in the seizure, will never be forgotten by the 
tens of thousands on the other side the Atlautic, who were the 
victims on those occasions, and who are now watering with their 
sweat and tears the soil which enriches their oppressors. The 
Slave-Trade renders Africa a perpetual scene of bloodshed j for 
one tribe is continually making war upon another, for the sake 
of the prisoners obtained in the contest. It fosters a state of 
barbarism, excluding every thing which can soften, or enlighten, 
or civilize, or elevate the people of that vast continent. It 
loosens all the ties of nature, debases the morals of the people, 
creates endless insecurity, banishes commerce, knowledge, and 
social improvement, and constitutes one of the principal obsta­
cles to the progress of Christianity. 

But even the Slave-Trade, with all its accumulated horrors, is 
only one among the many evils with which Africa is afflicted, 
though confessedly one of the greatest. We have, in a preced­
ing chapter, distinguished between the Slave-Trade and Slavery j 
and it is necessary here to state, that this distinction belongs to 
Africa as well as to the N ew World. Without, therefore, at all 
blinking the fact, that the Slave-Trade, as still carried on by 
several European nations, adds fifty per cent. to the misery of 
Africa, it must at the same time be admitted, that Africa is a 
land of slaves, and that Slavery existed in Africa long before the 
Slave-Trade commenced, and will probably continue long after 
that iniquitous system is abolished. At all events, it does exist, 
separate and independent of the Slave-Trade, and that to a con­
siderable extent. According to the computation of Mungo 
Park, and other celebrated authorities, not less than three­
fourths of the entire population of Africa are in a state of 
Slavery. What, then, must be the condition of society in a 
vast continent like Africa, when so many millions are held in 
abject bondage ? It is true that, in some countries, the system 
is comparatively light, among the domestic slaves especially j 
but with regard to others, it is not so: the slave is treated with 
unkindness and severity, according to the caprice of his master j 
and cruelties the most barbarous are frequently practised upon 
these unfortunate beings. In some nations the master may 
kill his slave without expo~ing himself to the smallest amount of 
punishment, whilst, on special occasions, numbers are slain in 
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sacrifice. Where life may be thus takeu away with impunity, 
what security can there be against the commission of other 
enormities? It is well known that in some of the great as well 
as the smaller kingdoms of Africa, the female part of the slave 
population are commonly and systematically let out for the hire 
of prostitution, and are liable to the grossest abuses to which 
their savage masters may choose to subject them. 

But even taking the mildest form of this great evil as it exists 
in Africa, the slaves on that continent, like those of all other 
slave-holding nations, have no property in themselves. Their 
bones, their blood, their sinews, their hands and feet, are not 
their own! They live, and breathe, and move, not for them­
selves, but for others! Nor is this all: they have no property 
in their children; they are fed and nursed and bred for others, 
and not for themselves! And, Mrican Slavery being heredita?'Y, 
t he system is perpetuated. To this natural cause we may add, 
that famine, insolvency, and crime are so many sources which 
supply this unrighteous system with victims. It would be easy 
to furnish a long catalogue of evils in connexion with the means 
by which Slavery is replenished, and replenished to such a 
degree, that the practice may be said to be almost universal. 

Polygamy is another dark feature in the moral and social 
' condition of Mrica. No sooner has the African taken to him­
self one wife, than he is ambitious to have a second, a third, &c. 
'iVith the Mohammedans there is imposed some limitation as to 
the number: in the Koran the followers of the false prophet 
are usually restricted to five; and in those countries where the 
dictates of Mohammed are implicitly obeyed, this number is not 
exceeded. But among the Pagan kingdoms of Western Africa, 
polygamy prevails to an extent still more fearful. Every man 
of free condition, as soon as his circumstances will allow it, has 
a plurality of wives. Some private individuals have six, eight, 
or even ten wives, and as many concubines j while the ,higher 
classes and the native chiefs take wives almost without number. 
I have seen some of t he Mandingo kings surrounded by a host 
of females, all said to belong to one of these sable monarchs; 
and it is stated, that in Ashanti the law allows the king to have 
three thousand, three hundred, and thirty-three wives; but in 
what consists the charm of this mystic number, which is care­
fully kept up, does not appear. 

The result of this state of Mrican society may be easily 
inferred. One inevitable consequence is, to make one passion 
almost the sole end of life; and this evil propensity of a depraved 
nature is not only thus iudulged and sustained by the system 
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under consideration, but among the Mohammedans it is sup­
ported and sanctioned by religion. 

The domestic arrangements, in places where this fearful evil 
prevails, are formed on different principles from those which 
regulate an English or civilized family. In Africa the husband 
lives separate from his wives, who dwell in different huts or 
sheds, built contiguous to each other, in the form of a square j 
aud these are enclosed with a wattled cane fence. This enclosure 
contains one family; that is, one husband and one father; but 
that husband has many wives, and the wives have many chil­
dren. Favouritism prevails, jealousy is aroused, and revenge 
unsheaths the sword which deals forth destruction. Polygamy 
is the fruitful source of jealousy and distrust: it contracts the 
parental and filial affections, weakens and disjoints the ties of 
kindred, and degrades the female character almost to a level 
with the brute creation. Before marriage, aud in the affairs of 
courtship, the wishes of the female are but little consulted, the 
daughter being the property of the parents: the business is 
chiefly settled between the suitor and them; and in all cases the 
parent receives a sum for his 'daughter, instead of giving a for­
tune with her, as is the practice in European countries. In 
marriage, therefore, the African female is literally sold,-sold, 
like an article of merchandise, to the best purchaser. Nor is 
her condition in the least degree improved after her marriage: 
she has only changed proprietors; that is, from being the pro­
perty of her parents, she has become the property of her hus­
hand. In our beloved country, woman is what she ought to be, 
man's companion, the nurse of his children, and the mistress of 
his home; but in Western Africa, the men look upon their 
wives, not as their companions, but more like hired servants, 
and employ them as such. Hence the weightiest duties gene­
rally devolve upon the wife, who may be seen transacting busi­
ness in the market, cultivating the plantations, or, with a child 
upou her back, « grinding at the mill;" and, instead of the 
hushand maintaining the wife, as in duty bound in all Christian 
countries, in many parts of Africa the woman supports the 
man: for if an African can obtain six or ten wives, the fruit of 
theIr united labours is sufficient to enable him to lead a life of 
indolent case and licentious enjoyment. Thus the females 
have assigned to them the merest drudgery and the hardest 
1;,!,0ur, and are treated more like beasts of blU'den than 
women, and are looked upon by their husbands more in 
tIle capacity of slaves, or creatures of cOllvenience, than as 
bosolll friends . 
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In countries wbere polygam y prevails, it might be presumed, that eitber tbere is 
a great disparity between the sexes, or that' all do not marry. According to Bas. 
man, the number of women among the natives on t11e coast, in his day, was much 
great.er than that of !bhe men; but it is supposed that the proportion of women to 
men in Ashantee is not two to one; and it is the fact, that the majority of the males 
live without wives. Sometimes a caboceer will give his daughter to a confidential 
slave; but celibacy is the condition of far the greater proportion of the slave popn. 
latio", which principally constitutes the military force of Ashantee. From this 
un eqnal state of things, the grossest irregularities naturally follow. In despitr 
of the penalties with which incontinence is visited, the violatiou of the marriage. 
contract is notorionsly common; and prostitution is openly countenanced. 111 
some illstances, females are provided by the state, and are set apart to their office 
by public formalities and religious ceremonies. As many as two hundred aDd fift) 
females of this clesoription have been seen togetber on state occasions at tbe court 
of Dabomy. Bnt scarcely any single circumstance tends to show so clearly thr 
dcmoralization of Negro society, as the fact that wealtby females on their death·beel 
regard it as one of the most meritorious acts which they can perform, to bequeath 
to the publi c a few female slaves. 'What must be the moral condition of a people, 
where the state lends its authority to legalize crime, and the sanctions of religion 
are employed to invest vice with the attributes of virtue! * 

Such lire some of the evils and pernicious tendencies of this 
crying sin of polygamy, and such i_s the condition of women in 
Africa. In the language of another excellent author, "it must 
suffi ce to say, that almost all that is foul and black in the 
hi story of female depravity in other parts of the world, is daily 
poisoning and darkening the moral atmosphere in which woman 
lives and moves in Africa. If such, then, be woman, what must 
be man? what, the children whom she bears ? Depraved her· 
sp,lf, woman in Africa fosters whatever is evi l in man, and instils 
into the minds of her offspring the same vicious principles which 
characterize herself." t 

Another feature in the moral degradation of Africa is to be 
found in the prevalence of its superstitions. This is an item of no 
small magnitude j sufficient, indeed, of itself, to fill a volume, 
which might be "written witbin and without" in " lllmenta· 
tions, and mourning, lind woe." It is true that some of the 
superstitions of that great continent are comparatively innocent 
and harmless, and sometimes not a little amusiug: but they 
have generally an immoral tendency, and are, therefore, injuri. 
ous in their effects j whilst, in other cases, they assume a graver 
aspect, lind !lire still more demoralizing and debasing to the 
intellect and to the heart, until they reach snch a puint of cruelty 
and brutal wretchedness and depravity, that the bare nm'ration 
of the terrible facts makes the heart sicken. 

* BEEOHAM'S " Ashantee and the Gold.Coast," pp. 129, 130. 
'I' EAST'S (( Western Africa," p. -60. 
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Nearly every writer on Western Africa, in deScribing the 
manners and habits of the people, makes frequent mcntion of 
their superstitious regard for gTeegTees. The word gTeegTee is 
probably a cOJTuption of a Persian word, which signifies "a 
charm" or « incantation ." Hence it has received divers names 
from different writers,-saphie, amulet, chaTm, fetish, and gTee­
gTee. The latter term is more generally in use in the Sene­
Gambia, and from thence to Sierra-Leone. The greegTee is 
nothing more than a scrap of Arabic, being in most cases a 
short select sentence from the Koran, written by one of the 
priests. This is enclosed in a piece of red cloth, or stained 
leather, which is neatly sewed up, so as to be worn on the per­
son as an ornament. They are either of a square, triangular, 
round, or oblong form, and promise io the we.arer perfect immu­
nity from danger, such as drowning, fire· arms, wild beasts, &c. 
They are generally worn ronnd the neck and arms, sometimes 
as a girdle round the waist, and even round the legs; and I 
have frequently seen the Man dingoes so armed at all p.oints 
with these gTeegrees, that it was with difficulty they could get 
upon horseback. They are' used for an almost endless variety 
of purposes: for instance, in addition to the above, some are 
obtained to cure disease, others to ward off sickness;- traders 
purchase them to insure success in business, and have them 
attached over their store-doors, or shops, to prevent fire; 
and they are sometimes hung upon orange and other trees 
to prevent the fruit from being stolen. Tbey are to be 
seen, in fact, in all directions, and are worn by young chil­
dren, as well as by persons of riper years, and even down to 
the white-bearded and grey-headed old man; from the slave 
in chains to the king; men and women wear them, pagans 
and bushreens, chiefs and warriors. They are also fre­
qucntly tied round the necks of horses, sheep, and goats; 
and the infant babe has not been in the world many 
hours before a small g1'eegree is fastened round the neck or 
Joins. The Mohammedan scribes derive a considerable revenue 
f]'011l the sale of tbese g?'eegrees, the price varying according to 
the supposed intrinsic value or nature of the charm; and not 
unfrequently ten and twenty dollars and upwards are given to 
obtain one of these saphies or greegTees, so much dependence do 
they place on them. Tatta Fodey, a celebrated slatee, or native 
.rader, residing at Subakunda in the kingdom of Woolli in the 
Upper Gambia, has frequently given a horse for one of these 
charms; and the Alkaid .of Jillifree, about thirty miles from the 
entrance of the Gambia, on one oc'casion, travelled to Jume in 

R 2 
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the kingdom of Bondou to a popular 1Vlarraboo priest named 
Kabba, to obtain a particular kind of gTeegTee. This was not 
less than five hundred miles' journey; and he gave to the bush­
reeD, in ]!layment for the said charm, a female . slave, about 
fourteen or fifteen years of age. In other cases, as will be 
seen hereafter, two slaves and more are given in this locali ty; 
and on the Gold-Coast prices still more enormous are somc­
times paid for these charms manufactured by tbe followers 
of the false prophet, even to the amount or value of thirty­
seven slaves ! 

" The origin of amulets," observes Dr. Winterbottom, « is lost 
in deep antiquity. The J ews had th eir phylacteries; the Greeks 
their apotropaia, phylacteria, amynteTia, peria!pta, periammata ; 
and the Romans had their phylacteTia, amulet a, and pTCebia. The 
bullce aUTece worn by the Roman youth, and used as an insigne of 
triumph, and which often contained herhs supposed capable of 
resisting the effects of envy, were of th e same nature ...... In 
Europe at the present day the superstitious practice of wear­
ing amulets still prevRlils, and great faith is reposed in them, 
when hung round the necks of children, to protect them from 
disease. Anodyne necklaces are worn to prevent convulsions in 
teething; as a cure for worms, hooping-cough, &c.; and it is 
only lately that such modes of cure have been banished from 
our Dispensatories, many instances of which may be seen in the 
writings of the excellent Mr. Boyle. It is not improbable 
that the necklace which at present form s so ornamental a 
part of female dress, owes its origin to these superstitious prac­
tices." * 

John of Gaddesden, the physician to Edward II., 1320, our 
earl iest English medical author, had a great taste foJ' an amulet, 
and an anodyne necklace. In his Rosa Anglica he gives this 
ad mirable recipe for the small-pox: « Immediately after the 
eruption, cause thc whole body of your patient to be wrapped in 
scarlet cloth, or in any other red cloth, and command every 
thing about the bed to be made red: this is an excellent cure. 
n was in this manner I treated the son of the noble king of Eng­
land, when he had the small-pox; and I cured him without 
leaving any marks." t So much for quackery in England in 
the fourteenth century, in the use of red cloth as a cure fo1' 
small-pox; and though this mode of Cl1l'e has long since been 
exploded, there are still to be found in some parts of our country 

* DR. " ' INTERBOT'flOM on Sierra-Leone, vol. i. pp. 257, 258. 
t D UNCc\N'S 'I Essays and "1iscellanea." 
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some relics of Paganism, which have a striking resemblance to 
some of the lesser evils of superstition as practised in Africa. 
Red cloth especially is a favourite article aud colour with the 
Africans; and in slllall patches of this, mauy of the gTeeg1'ees 
are carefully wrapped up.* The preceding may be considered 
as the first stage or lowest grade of superstition on that 
continent. 

Nowhere does superstition exert her baneful influence more 
powerfully than in Africa, where all classes of people are deeply 
affected by it. It is interwoven with almost every act of life; 
and nearly every object in nature is formed iuto a species of 
g1'eegree, or is looked upon by them as a kind of subordinate 
deity. They conceive of the Divine Being as too high and 
ex.alted in his nature, and at too great a distance from them­
selves, to concern himself with the affairs of men, aud that he 
has consequently committed the government of the world to 
these inferior deities and spirits which they worship. In 
addition, therefore, to the written gTeegrees furnished by the 
Mohammedan priests, as already described, the articles of which 
African charms consist are ex.ceedingly numerous: a tree, a 
~tick, a stone, a piece of rag or string, or a feather, and 
many other trifles equally insignificant, often make a gree­
gree. The head of a snake, a lock of a white man's hair, 

* In the" Boston Herald" newspaper, in the early part of the present year, 
(18,0,) I find the following:-

" SUPERSTITION IN L,NCOLNSBlRE.-At the magistrates' office, Spilsby, William 
Martin, of liratoft, was charged with imposing on Tobias Davison, by giving him a 
pretended charm, to cure his wife of a certain complaint, and receiving for the same 
the sum of lOs. Martin is au old man, eighty-five years of age, and has long 
enjoyed the reputation of being , a wise man.' Davison stated, that abont eight 
weeks ago he went to the prisoner's house, aud told him that his wife was ill, and 
he was to come and see if he could cure her. He told the prisoner that he had 
only 10 •. ; and he said, ' Well, I cannot help it, if you have uo more.' He took the 
monel', and went to another part of the room, and shoftly after came again and 
gave him a paper parcel, which, he said, was to be suspended round his wife's neck, 
and it would do her good. His wife wore it some time, according to prisoner's 
direction, but did not receive any benefit. The bench ordered the parcel to be 
opened, when in several folds of the paper were found some pieces of sticks and a 
piece of writing-paper, on which was written the word /lbracadabra, the twelve 
,igns of the zodiac, some fractional numbers, and the following lines:-

'By St. Peter and St. Paw, 
God is the maker of us all; 
What he gave to me I give to thee, 
And that is nought to nobody.' 

Ordered 10 he commiltcd for fourteen days, to pay all expenses, and the cost of 
maintenance ill pril)on." 
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or a handful of soil from a grave, are carefully preserveu as 
greegrees. The sun, mO(!)ll, and stars, the dry land and sea, 
the rivers, creeks, and lakes, the wind and weather, thunder 
and lightning, rocks and mountains, the deep glen and "the 
wide waste," animals, reptiles, and insects, anu almost every 
thing that can be mentioned, form an object of superstitious 
dre~~d or veneration to the inhabitants of Western Africa. 
And in addition to the various deities fUTDished by the animate 
anll inanimate creation, artificial representations are adored. 
Hence some of the images, to which religious offerings are 
presented, are made of wood, rudely carved, so as to resemble 
the human form. These are generally from twelve to eighteen 
inches in length, and are called" the household gods," being 
placed in a cornel' of the room within the house, and covered by 
a curtain. 

One of the Wesleyan missionaries residing at York, in the 
colony of Sierra-Leone, on one occasion went out to visit the 
people, and called on a widow, to invite her to Christian service. 
He writes: "She had in her room fonr gods: one for herself, 
one for her late husband, and one for each of her two children. 
She had been rubbing eggiddi (a rich kind of food, made of 
Indian corn, beaten fine in a mortar, and mixed with palm­
oil) on their mouths j but they ate not. I endea\'oured to 
show bel' the folly of suoh practices j but she was joined to her 
idols! " 

'Thunder is an object of worship with many, and they hal'e 
an idol which is called "the god . of thunder." W heu they 
worship, they call a party of their friends together, with dru m­
beaters and dancers j they then kill a fowl, and present the 
blood to the god, and sometimes they pour out a libatiou of 
palm-oil before him. On one occasion, a man anu his wife, 
at Sierra-Leone, were k illed by lightning j and their bodies 
were allowed to remain on the ground three days, because the 
people were afraid to touch them, le~t they should offend their 
imaginary god. 

There is also the god of iron: to this deity the offering is a uog; 
w hose blood is sprinked on the god, and the carcass hung over him 
to drain. It is afterwards boiled j and, with vegetables and other 
animals, is eaten by the whole party. This feast is kept up by 
a repetition of dog sacrifices for six or seven days. Goats, sheep, 
and oxen are also presented as offerings to these subordinate 
deities, as well as fruit, boiled eggs, &c. 

" l/Ve know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that 
there is none other Gud but one." (l COl'. viii. 4.) But, in 
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Western Mricrr, though the worshipping of idols, as practised 
in the East, does not in thrrt form so generally prevail, yet it 
will be admitted, from the preceding brief statement, that 
" there be gods many and lords many," and that" they have 
become vain in their imaginations, and their foolish hearts are 
rlarkened." 

But the three worst features of superstition that have come 
under my own observation in Africa, are a sp..ecies of WITCH­
CRAFT j a system of D!l;MON@LOGY, or devil-worship j and HUMAN 
SACRIFICES. 

The natives generally believe in the power of witchcraft; and 
this produces continued excitement and alarm, injurious at 
once to t he peace of t be community, and to the mental tran­
quillity of individuals. If an African is taken ill, he imagines 
that his neighbour, or some one else, has heen using enchant­
ments against him. :Many instances of this kind have come 
under my own notice. A liberated African of the Pappa tribe, 
residing at Soldiers' -TowB, on the island of St. Mary'S, had a 
brother who died rather suddenly at Macarthy's Island. This 
man attributed his brother's sickness and death to a female of 
the same tribe, who, he said, had bewitched and killed him. 
The woman soon afterwards returned to St. Mary's. Bent on 
having his revenge, one evening, just before sun-set, seeing her 
walking down a narrow path or street at the outskirts of the 
town, he rushed from behind the fence, and, though the poor 
womall had a child upon her back, and was leading another by 
the hand, this infatuated man stabbed her in the neck and face 
with a long knife, and almost severed the head fi'om the body. 
She was so drerrdfully wounded aud mutilated that she instantly 
cxpired. This occurred in February, 1843, not many yards 
from my residence. Hearing the noise, I hasteneu to the spot, 
anu found the poor creature weltering in her blood. The super­
stitions assassin fled into the bush, dug a deep hole in the sand, 
anrl covered himself with small 'branches of trees and other 
brush· wood ; and, being armed with a gun and other weapons, 
bade dcfiancc to any body that dared to seize him. H e was, 
howel cl', at length captured by the natives, rrnd unfortunately 
shot by the part.y in self-defence. This poor wretch I also saw 
a few miuutes before life was extinct. Thus were two lives 
sacrificcd at the shrine of this Pagan altar. 

Another item in the catalogue of the superstitions of Africa 
is to be found in a system of demonology, or devil-worship, which 
]>l'Uvails among nearly all the Pagan tribes of 'Westcrn Ml'ica. 
All the Africans, as already intirnat'ed, acknowledge a Supreme 
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Being, the Creator of the universe; and the notion of a future 
state universally prevails: but their ideas of that future state 
are exceedingly vague and confused. They also believe in the 
existence of the devil; blit, supposing that the Almighty is 
endowed with too much benevolence to do harm to mankind, 
they think it unnecessary to offer him any homage. It is 
therefore from the devil, demons, Md evil spirits only, that 
they apprehend dRnger; Rnu. they endeavour to deprecate their 
wrath by sacrifices and offerings. This is done in various ways 
on different parts of the coast. . 

Beelzebub, « the prince of the devils,)) is supposed to walk 
at large; but those of an inferior order have a locality ascribed 
to them, and are said to inhabit different places, such as the 
sources of large rivers, the deepest recesses of a forest, rocks and 
mountains of a peculiar construction, immensely large trees, 
which are rendered venerable by age, and some particular parts 
of rivers and creeks, with many other places which have a 
strange and uncommon appearance, or such as are calculated to 
inspire the spectator with awe. 

Lander, in descending a branch of the Niger near the 
Atlantic, speaks of one of the latter :-

These meditations, and a train of others about home and friends, to which they 
naturally led, occupied my mind, as OUr canoe passed through the narrow creeks, 
sometimes winiling under avenues of mangrove-trees, and at otheFs expanding into 
small lakes occasioned by the overflowing of the river. The captain of the canoe, 
a tall, stm·dy fellow, was standing up, directing its course, occasionally hallooing, as 
loVe came to a turn in the creek, to the fetish; and where an echo was returned, 
balf a glass of rum and a piece of yam and fish were thrown into the water. I 
had never seen this done before; and on asking Boy the reason why he was throw­
ing away the provisions thus, he asked, "Did you Dot hear the fetish 7" The 
captain of the canoe re-plied, (( Yes ." " That is fOll the fetish," said Boy: "if we 
do not feed him, and do good for him, he will kill us, or make us poor and sick." 
I could not help smiling at the igno, ance of the poor creatures ; hut such is their 
firm belief." 

A similar custo m prevails in the Gambia. About seventy 
miles from the entrance of that l1iv€r th€re ~s a sharp elbow­
turn from left to right : the left bank is rather hilly, and is 
covered with trees : this is ealled "DeviFs Point." '1'he river 
is here about two miles wide; and, in passing this place, the 
natives are in the habit of consigning to the deep some small 
portions of the ship's cargo, 01' eatables, ill honour of his satanic 
majesty, and to insure a safe passage up and down the river. 
'rhe first Lime I sailed up this spJ€udid stream, I was requested 

* LAND)nt'S H J ollrnal," ,'oJ. iii. p. 24.2 . 
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to give something to the devil. at this place, which, of course, I 
declined j but it is still practised by the superstitious natives 
and sailors j for the prince of darkness is said to have a resi­
dence under that point of lan d, and to stretch 'out his long 
arms beneath the water, in order to receive the offerings pre­
sented by his worshippers. 

III the neighbourhood of Sierra-Leone, the same custom 
prevails. In a creek of the river near Bashia, there is a rock, 
to which the natives offer sacrifices, supposing it to be the 
residence of an evil spirit, and asserting that the rock sometimes 
moves, and that it would be death for any Olle to put his 
foot UpOil it. In other cases, as with the J ollars already men­
tionell, there are huts or sheds erected, and dedicated to 
the devil, where offerings of palm-wine and other trifles are 
presented. 

In the Bassa country, the town is not complete which has 
not a devil-house, where the people daily offer sacrifi ces, and 
dedicate a part of their food to the devil. They profess to 
believe that there is a good and merciful Deity, who can and 
will do them good, and not evil j but that the devil is all­
powerful, and that it is necessary to appease his wrath. « Every 
to wn has its peculiar devil." 

Rankin, in speaking of the Timmanees, an d of one of these 
temples, says: "The devil-house, whose shelter I was not 
permitted to seek, was erected over a small relic of the nest of 
the warlike ant, now abandoned. These booga-boogs being 
regarded as imps, the servants of Satan, secure this honour for 
the corpse of their abode. On the apex of the nest lay a small 
piece of broken white earthenware j an article sufficiently 
uncommon so far from the English settlement to be considered 
worthy of Satan's acceptance." -

In a visit which I paid to M adina, the capital of W oolli on 
the Upper Gambia, in 1837, I witnessed a still more awful 
instance of this species of devil-worship. 'The chief of that 
kingdom had recently been waging war, or rather committing 
nn-ages, upon the territories of a neighbouring chief of the name 
of Kemmingtan, and had taken away a great number of slaves . 
These were distributed in various ways j but a few of the juve­
lIiles were in the capital: among these was a little interesting 
Foulah boy of about six years of age, whom I saw in the king's 
yard, and, hcaring that his fath er was killed in the attack which 
bad capturcd the child, with many others, I ventured to ask 
[lis ~able Majesty if he wo uld pillce him under my care, and I 
\l'oulll take him to the mission -housc at Macarthy's Island, and 
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have him educated, &c. To this the kiu g objected ; and, point­
ing to a long spear attached to his royal residence, he said, 
"That boy is ,dedicated to that greeg1"ee;" in other words, this 
innocent and unoffendin g child was by some cruel means to be 
put to death, and thus presented as an offering to the devil, to 
insure success in another meditated attack upon Kemmingtan. 
I would fain have rescued this poor little fatherless boy from 
tbe un merciful grasp of these wild barbarians, by giving a band­
some present for his redemption; but even had I succeeded, 
another would doubtless have immediately been substituted in 
his stead. 

A short time previous to this, Kern mingtan consulted one of 
tbe head Mohammedan scribes to obtain a greegTee, fol' the 
purpose of keepiug war from his country; or, in case of an 
attack, that he might be successful in repelling the assailants. 
'l'he bushreen demanded two slaves and five horses for his trou­
ble: and a young female was selected, of about twelve years of 
age; and two holes were dug in the earth near Kemmingtan's 
fort, about two feet in depth . In these holes the feet of the 
female were fixed j and, notwithstanding the bitter lamentations 
of the mother, and the loud screams of the unfortun ate sufferer, 
men were employed in building a wall of clay round tbe body, 
till it was ultimately worked over the head, and thus the poor 
creature was smothered to death. This awful monument of 
Mohammedan and Pagan superstition and wickedness was seen 
standin g some time after the horrid crime was perpetrated. 

At Badagry, the devil is publicly worshipped; and Mr. Mar­
tin, one of our missionaries there, has seen a man in the streets 
take up his own child, and offer it up to the d8l'il for the sake 
of his" blessing." 

The Dahomians on the Gold-Coast, though by their warlike 
character they 'are the terror of the surrounding country, yet 
are very superstitious, aud are even alarmed at travelling 
alone by night, lest the devil, who, they believe, assumes various 
characters, and frequently flies a,bout in the shape of a small 
snake, should touch them. And as this evil being is supposed 
to be ever at hand for the purpose of mischief, tb ey are iu a 
state of constant alarm and apprehension. 

Among the Fantees and Ashantees, the devil IS not wor­
shipped. 

On the contrary, he IS annually driven away on the Gold-Coast, with great form 
and ceremony. This custom is observed at Cape-Ooast-Town, about the end of 
August. Preparation is made for the ceremony in the course of t.he day; as the 
hOll r of eight o'clock in the evening draws nigh , the people are seen collecting in 
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groups in the streets, armed with sticks, Illuskets, and other weapons; at the 
instant when tbe eight-o'clock gun is fired from tbe castle, a tremendous shouting, 
accompanied with the filing of muskets, breaks forth fro m all parts of the town; 
and the people rush into their houses, and beat about with their sticks in every 
corner, shouting and ballooing with all their strength. This sudden outburst of all 
kinds of noises ofteu alarms Europeans who have recently alTived. inducing them to 
suppose that an enemy has attacked the place. When it is imagined that the devil 
is excluded from all the houses, a simultaneous rush is then made out of the town, 
and the people in a body pursue the invisible enemy, with lighted flambeaux, 
shouts, aud the firing of muskets, until it is concluded that he is completely routed 
and put to flight. Aiter this achievement, they retuJ"n; and, in some of the towns, 
the women proceed to wash and purify their wooden and earthen vessels, to 
prevent the devil from returning to their houses.* 

But of all African superstitions, the most dreadful and appal­
ling is that of human sacrffices. 

Only a few instances of this horrible species of the degrada­
tion of Africa have come under my own observation j but in 
Ashalltee, Dahomy, Benin, and among other countries where 
the Mobammedan religion and the Mohammedan power do not 
prevail, this iniquito us, revolting, and diabolical practice is car­
ried to a fearful extent. Hundreds, nay, thousands of human 
beings, men, women, and children, are deliberately murdered in 
cool blood. 

The occasions on which these sacrifices are offered are nume­
rous. We have already mentioned two cases where this horrible 
custom was observed by t wo chiefs in the vicinity of the Gambia, 
at the commencement of war j and it is stated that human 
victims were daily sacrificed by the king of Ashall tee at the 
commencement of the war with the British in 1823-4. In that 
battle, it has been already stated, the late Sir Charles Macal'thy 
was unfortunately killed . Mr. Williams, Sir Charles's secre­
tary, was also stunned by a ball, and fell j but his life was 
spared. T wo other Europeans were killed at the same time, 
and on the same spot j and on Mr. Williams recovering a little 
from the wound he had received, and looking round, he "wit­
ncssed the appalling sight of the headless trunks of Governor 
:Macarthy, Mr. Buckle, and Mr. Wetherell . He remained for 
~ome time a prisoner in the Ashantee camp j during the whole 
of which period, he was regularly locked up at night in the 
same place with the heads of his unfortunate companions,. 
which, by some peculiar process, were kept in a state of perfect 
preservation j Sir Charles's head presented nearly the same 
appearallce as when alive." But, not content with decapitating. 

* B .KECHAM1S "Asbantee and the Gold-Coast," p. 184. 
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the unfortunate victims, the body of Sir Charles was cut up, 
and" it is stated that his heart was actually eaten by the princi­
pal Ashantee chiefs, in order that they might, as they imagined, 
imbibe his bravery j and his flesh, having been dried, was then 
divided, together with his bones, among the men of consequence 
in the army, who kept their respective shares about their per­
sons, as charms to inspire them with courage." * Such was the 
conduct of these savage conquerors, previous to and.([uring this 
dreadful campaign. 

On the achievement of a victory, and at the death of distin­
guished personages, these human sacrifices often take place on a 
larger scale. At the · conclusion of the Gaman war, for 
instance, itself full of horrors and bloodshed, two thousand 
wretched victims, selected from the prisoners taken in the con­
test, "were slaughtered over the royal death-stool, in honour of 
the shades of departed kings and heroes." 

The exquisite torture. to which the unhappy victims are fre­
quently subject previous to death, is another terrible feature in 
this barbarous and diabolical practice j and the term, " living 
sacrifice," may, in a certain sense, be applied to those unfortu­
nate sufferers. One or two instances will suffice. 

Bowdich, who visited Coomassie, the capital of Ashantee, in 
1817, says, While waiting in the street for leave to attend the 
king, "our attention was forced to t.l, most inhuman spectacle, 
which they paraded before us for some minutes; it was a man 
whom they were tormenting previous to sacrifice. His hands 
were pinioned behind him, a knife was passed through his 
cheeks, to which his lips were noosed like the figure of 8 j one 
ear was cut off, and carried before him j the other hung to his 
head by a small bit of skin j there were several gashes in his 
back, and a knife was thrust under each shoulder-blade j he was 
led with a cord passed through his nose, by men disfigured with 
immense caps of shaggy black skins, and drums beat before 
him·"t 

In addition to this "inhuman spectacle," let the reader 
attentively peruse the following affecting record from a Wesleyan 
missionary, who was also an eye-witness of what he describes 
at the same place, and what occurred yery recently ;-

Sad are the scenes which sometimes transpi.re in Kumasi, showing the brutal­
izing effects of Heathenism upon the heart of those who are brought under its 
influence. 

* BEI];CHAM'S (I Ashaubee and the Gold-Coast," pp. 75, 76. 
t BUXTON on t,he Slave Trade, p. 233. From BOWD 1CH, p. 33. 
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In the U customs" whi~h are held in honour of any deceased chieftain, great 
numbers of slaves are generally beheaded. This is done uneler the belief that the 
spirit of the individuals so sacrificed will attend upou their deceaseel masters in 
another world, anel will. there wait upon them, as they had been accustomed while 
here. 

In the selection of the victims, no regard is paid to age or sex, but male and 
female are slaughtered. 

Should it be the case that a female, with an infant at the breast, is condemned 
to die, the child is lIot spared; but as soon as sentence of death is pronounced 
upon the mother, her infant is regarded as an abomination. Hence, when the 
mother is led to the place of execution, and falls in the streets a headless corpse, 
her child falls \vith her . The hody of the mother may remain all day in the 
street, exposed to the gaze of every passer-by; and by her side may remain her 
helpless living infant, exposed, too, not ouly to the heedless foot of the multitude, 
but suffering intensely from the effects of the direct rays of a tropical sun. Seldom 
does any eye pity: no one would ever think of taking away that child, and thus of 
saving its life: it remains in the street uutil evening, and then, as the i!,dividual, 
whose husiness it is to drag away the bodies of these victims, takes away tbe 
mother, he at the same time takes away the cbild; not to pity and to save it, but 
to cast both mother and infant together into the dell where these wretched victims 
are tbrown, and there both remain to putrefy, or to be devoured by swine, or 
carnivorous hirds. 

During the time of my residence in Kumasi, several infants perisheel in tbis 
miserable manner. Never shall I forget tbe effects produced upon my own mind, 
wben, on one occasion, a person connected with the mission family ca.me in from 
the town in great distress, and, with a countenance expressive of fear and pity, as 
well as of horror, stated that he had just passed a spot where lay a victim and her 
infant: the mother had beeu sacrificed two hours before, and her infant, pressed 
by bunger, bad crept to her bleeding neck, and was literally feeding npon the blood 
of her wbo gave it birth! I sbuddered as I listened to the narration, and at once 
determined, if possihle, to save that child. Bidding the narrator accompany me, I 
hastened to the spot; but it was too late: a by-stander, observing my approach , 
and suspecting my errand, had placed his foot upon the neck of the infant! It 
was dead, and there it lay: side by side were tbese two unoffending persons, victims 
of a sanguinary superstition, pleading in death, in language which could not be mis­
understood by a Christian heart, the necessity existing for teachers. 

With a sad beart I returned to the mission-house, to weep over and pray for the 
people of my charge; a whole nation with but one missionary! Many were th e 
earnest prayers which this and similar sceues prompted, that messengers of mercy 
might be sent to guide the feet of these wauderers into the way of peace.* 

" Scenes" like these are "sad" indeed j but the repetition 
of them in Ashantee causes them to be so familiar with the 
inhabitants of that sanguinary nation, whose" feet are swift to 
shed blood," that they « glory in their shame." 

rfhe Rev. Thomas B. Freeman, in his first journey to Ashantee, 
was detained some time at Fomunah· and under date of Tues­
day, February 19th, 1839, he writes ~hus ;-

* REV. GEORGE CHAPM AN. 
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Last night a sister of Korinchi died, after a long sickness. Her de.lll was 
announced by the firing ' of muskets, and the" mourn ers going about the streets." 
When an Ashanti of any distinction dies, several of the deceased's slaves are sacri­
ficed. This horrible custom originates in some shadowy ideas of a future state of 
existence; in which they imagine that tbose who have departed hence stand in 
need of food, clothing, &c., as in the present world ; and that, as a vast number of 
concubines, slaves, &c.) are the chief marks of superiority among them bere, so it 
must also be in a future state. Accordingly, as I walked out in the morning, I 
saw the rpangled corpse of a poor female slave, who had been beheaded during the 
nigbt, lying in the public street. It was partially covered with a common mat; and 
as this covering is unusual, I concluded that it was thrown over in order to hide it 
from my view. In tbe course of tbe day I saw groups of the natives dancinK round 
this victim of superstitious cruelty with numerous frantic .gestures, and wbo seemed 
to be in the very zenith of their happiness. 

A few days subsequently Mr. Freeman writes:-

To-day another human victim was sacrificed, on account of the death of a person 
of rank. As I was going out of the towu in the cool of the evening, I saw the 
poor creature lying on the ground. The head was severed from the body, and 
lying at a short distance from it; several large turkey-buzzards were feasting on the 
wOlmds, and rolling the head in the dust .. .. While the body was lying in the 
public street, many of the people were looking on, with the greatest indifference; 
indeed, they are so familiar with these awful and bloody scenes, that they think as 
little of them, yea, not so much, as they would of seeing a dead sheep, monkey, or 
dog.* 

On arriving at Coomassie Mr. Freeman again witnessed these 
scenes of darkness and of blood. The king had lost one of his 
relations by death, and in consequence four human victims were 
immediately sacrificed, and their mangled bodies were lying in 
the streets, where a number of large hawks and turkey-buzzards 
were hovering over them. 

Throughout the day, (writes Mr. Freeman,) I beard tbe borrid sound of tbe 
death-drum, and was told in tbe evening tbat about twenty-five human victims bad 
been sacrificed, some in the town, and some in the surrounding villages; the heads 
of those killed in the villages being brought into the town in basket~. I fear there 
will be more of this awful work to -111or<ow. 

In two days forty human beings were immolated on this 
Pagan adtar, and their headless and naked bodies left in the 
streets until they began to decompose; and such was the callous 
state of mind of the people, that many were seen walking about 
and among the putrefying bodies, smoking their pipes with 
amazillg indifference. 

In a second visit which Mr. Freeman paid to the capital of 
Ashantee in the latter end of 1841, he once more beheld the hor-

* FREEMAN'S" Journal of a 1\llission to Ashanti," pp. 24, 28, 29. 
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rid effects of this snperstitious custom. Under date of Decem­
ber 17th, he writes ;-

In the afternoon I heard that a chief had died, and tbat three human sacrifices 
had been made in the to\Tn: tbe mangled victims were left in tbe streets as usnal. 
o God, bave mercy upon tbis benighted people! I saw a lad near my lodgings, 
wI,o is oue of the king's executioners. He had decapitated a poor victim tbat 
morning. He appeared to be from sbcteen to eigbteen years of age. I asked him 
how many persons be bad executed: he answered, "Eighty." 0 awful fact! eighty 
immortal spirits b1UTied into the eternal world, by the hands of a boy under eigh­
teen years of age, and he only one of a large number engaged in tbe same dreadful 
employment! * 

Ou a subsequent occasion the same excellent missionary, on 
walking into the tOWlI, saw two criminals seated on a block of 
wood, in a street near the king's residence, each accompanied by 
an executioner. In this case he witnessed a barbarous and hor­
rid spectacle, similar to that mentioned by Bowdich; "Two 
knives were forced through the cheeks of each criminal, one on 
each side, which deprived them of speech." This hrutal prac­
tice, we are told, is adopted to prevent them from cursing the 
king, or swearing the death of any person or persons whom 
they might be disposed to mark out for destruction. 

The Rev. George Chapman, writing from Coo massie, under 
date of January 2d, 1844, says ;-

Tile scenes I bave been called to witness, during my short residence here, 
have in many instances been of tbe most soul-barrowing description; nor could I 
have thougbt it possible that human life sbould be so little cared for, or common 
humanity be so foreign to the mind, as is the case in Kumasi. I do not exaggerate 
when I say tbat, during tbe past four months, at least eight bundred persons bave 
fallen by tbe sacrificial knife, not one of whose disbonoured remains bas been laid 
in the grave. On several occasions r have seen tbe headless trunks of these poor 
victims lying in heaps of from fifteen to twenty, tbe swine and turkey-buzzards 
eitber greedily preying upon tbem, or standing by literally gorged with the f1esb of 
one's fellow-men. Often bas my heart sickened at tbese most revolting spectacle&, 
and I have returned borne to weep over and pray for a people so deeply sunk in 
error, and so far from the way of peace. Often is the ~anguage of tbat beautiful 
hymn commencing, It Saviour, 'whom OUT hearts adore," the language of my heart. 
Great indeed will be the change wheu Kumasi, now mourning with tbe blood of 
thousands, if not" millions, slain," shall" sound the mystery of redeeming love." 0 
may this bappy consummation be hastened! May Ashanti soon "stretch out her 
llands unto God!" Surely the Christian ohmch, even in these days of "rebuke and 
blaspbemy," will continue to make special intercession for a part of the buman 
family so deeply degraded, and so greatly needing the kind interference and belp of 
t~ , ose who thcmselves bave tasted tbat tbe Lord is gracious.t 

*' FREEMAN'S" Journal of a Mission to Ashanti," p. 128. 
t "Wesleyan Missionary Report," 1844. 
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The Rev. Henry Wharton, another I iV' esleyan missionary 
who was stationed in Ashantee in 1846-7, wrote as follows ;-

Tbe annual Yam Custom bas passed off with its usual debasing ceremonies. 
On the first sabbath after its commencement, a fat freeman-as is customary­
was sacrificed near the gate of the king's palace, and afterwards cut up by the 
executioners, 'Who danced about the town with pieces of the victim's flesh between 
their teeth. They 'Were all horribly disfigured, and most of them had the jaw anrl 
other bones of sacrificed buman beings strung around their necks . During the 
day tbe greatest excitement prevailed. In the afternoon another man was immo. 
lated at the sacred .town of Bantama; after which, the skulls of vanquished kings 
and warriors, including that of Sir Charles Macarthy, were displayed in procession 
through the town. 

One of those horrifying tragedies which, alas! are but too frequently acted at 
th e celebration of the above festival, was exhibited on the present occasion. The 
facts are briefly these :-Previous to the Yam Custom of 1845, the principal chief 
of Morpon (a large provincial town) was cruelly put to death by his own people, 
through some jealous feeling arising among tbem. Four spear-knives were thrust 
tluough his cheeks, two on either side; his limbs 'Were amputated, and the 
remaining fleshy parts of his body cut off and shown to him with a view to aggra­
vate his sufferings. After several hours of the greatest possible torture, he was 
despatched by decapitation. On the arrival of the Yam Custom of 1845, the 
people who were guiltY of this diabolical act purposely absented themsel"es, in 
opposition to the desirc and expectation of His Majesty Quako Duah. Their con­
tempt was, however, for the time passed over in silence. About two months 
previous to the arrival of the Yam Custom of the present year, His Majesty, fearing 
that the delinquents would again think proper to keep away from the approaching 
festival, contrary to the constitutional usages of the country, sent one of his lin­
guists to them, requesting thei.r attendance j to secure which, so~e inducement was 

held out which had the desired effect. On theu' arrival in Kumasi, several dars 
were allowed to elapse in silence. At the close of that period the king summoned 
his principal chiefs and captains to attend at the palace, for the purpose of looking 
into the Morpon "palaver." After several hours' investigation of the case, the peo­
ple of Moq)on were pronounced H Guilty j 11 and the king issued orders for their 

immediate anest and imprisonment. The scene which then transpu'ed cannot 
easily be described. A hody of men, consisting of several hundreds, rushed from 
the palace to the quarters of the people in question, who were violently seized, and so 
unmercifully beaten with sticks, that the blood flowed copiously from their persons. 
Men, women, and children ITere hurried through the streets to the place of 
imprisonment. Every article of which they were possessed was taken from them, 
not excepting the loose drapery of native cloth which they wore. Three men were 
beaten to death, and about twelve more were decapitated, principally chiefs and 
linguists. The women, cbildren, and a llmnoer of men, who were deemed inno­
cent, were subsequently liberated.* 

MOTe terrible still are the scenes which take place on the 
death of some powerful chief or king. On these occasions 
whole hecatombs of human beings are sacrificed, and the streets 
are made to stream with gore. At the death of Adahunzan, one 

* " ,\Vcsleyan :Missionary Report." 184.7. 
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of the kings of Dahomy, two hundred and eighty of his wives 
fell as victims to the sanguinary superstition of the country. 

When Osai Quamina died, the funeral cl)stom was repeated every week for three 
months, two hundred slaves being sacrificed, and twenty-five banels of powder 
being fired on each occasion; but when the Icing's brother died, during the inva­
sion of Fantee, the king devoted three thousand victims, two thousaud of whom 
were Fantee prisoners, and neady one thousand more were furnished by various 
towns; making in the whole about four thousand hmnan beings who perished at the 
grave of this royal personage.* 

Such is the fearful extent to which these deeds of blood are 
perpetrated, under the dictation of a debasing superstition. Nor 
is this all; for the graves of the departed must in some instances 
be annually « watered" with human blood. And" when the 
king dies, Ashantee is, in fact, one vast Aceldama; for all the 
( customs' which have been made for deceased subjects during 
his reign, must be repeated by their families, simultaneously 
with the (custom' which is celebrated, in all the excess of 
extravagance and barbarity, for the departed monarch himself." t 

Other cases might be mentioned in which human beings were 
inhumanly tortured and put to death, sometimes at the mere 
caprice of some ernel tyrant, or to grat ify his notions of brutal 
grandeur. The following fact furnishes a frightful corrobora­
tion of this statement :-

After a great victory achieved by the army of the king of Dahomy, the officers 
and soldiers having been liberally rewarded by the distribution of cowries and 
clotb, tbe skulls of the vanquished enemy were ordered to be applied to the deco­
ration of the royal walls. The operators accordingly proceeded "ith their work, 
till the skulls were all expended, when it appeared tbat there were not a sufficient 
number for the completion of the task. On the defective part of the walls being 
measured, and a calculation made, it was found that one hwull'ed and twenty-seven 
more heads were required, to finish tbis barbarous embellisbment. Tbe prisons, 
therefore, "here tbe wretched captives bad been confined, were tbrown open, and 
the requisite number of devoted victims dragged forth to be slaughtered in cold 
hlood, for this hellisb purpose. And this act of barbarity is said to have been 
applauded by all present I t 

Mr. Freeman witnessed this horrible spectacle in 1843, in 
a visit which he paid to Abomi, the capital of Dahomy. 

III the preceding pages a tale of licentious wickedness, deep­
rooted superstition, and awful depravity has been told ; and it 
would be easy to extend the recital to a much greater length ; 
aud even to add others of a more horrifying and diabolical cha­
mcter; for almost every crime which has polluted other parts of 
tile Hcathen world is chargeable on Africa. But it is hoped 

* BEBeE AM'S H Ashantee," p. 237. t Idem. 
D.nzEL'S " History of Dahomi," p. 190 (1785). 
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that enough h'ls been said to give a tolerable idea of the demo­
ralized and degraded state of millions of the human race on that 
vast continent. It may be truly said, in reference to Africa, 
that" the whole head is sick, and the whole heart is faint." 
But we cannot further enlarge. If the reader desires a more 
detailed account of the moral and social condition of that people, 
I would refer him to BJ>ECE!A~1'S "Ashantee and the Golcl­
Coast," EAST'S " Western Africa," and to the works of ]\I[ UNGO 

PARK, BOSMAN, MERED ['rn, BOWDIeR, GRAY, DUPUIS, and 
, the LANDERS. And thQse who wish to see at a glance, and 
in few words, what many parts of this great continent is, I 
would respectfully direct to Romans i. 21-32. In the deeply­
affecting acconnt there given by the apostle of the Heathen 
world in his day, the reader will find a correct portrait of thc 
present state of Western Africa. 

It is, however, gratifying to know that "the go~pel of Christ" 
is now, as it was in the days of the apostle, {( the power of God 
unto salvation to everyone that believeth j" and therefore, after 
giving in the following chapter some account of the British set· 
tlements on the Gambia, we shall proceed, in chronological 
order, with a brief history of the missions, in which this truth 
will be _clearly demonstrated, 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THE GAMBIA AND SIERRA-LEONE. 

(1821-1824.) 

D,SCOVERY of the Gambia-Long been an English River-Fort James-British 
Settlement at St. Mary's- Commencement of the Wesleyan Missions-Messrs. 
Baker and Morgan-First Impressions-Tentabar-Mandanaree and St. 
Mary's-Erection of Mission-Premises at Mandanaree-The Missionaries visit 
St. Mary's once a Week- First-Frnit- Sickness of the Missionaries-Rainy 
Season-Mr. Baker removed to the West Indies-Mr. Bell appointed-His 
Sickness and Death-Sketch of his Character-Mr. Lane sent from Siena­
Leone-The Missionaries visit Mandanaree-St. Mary's-Letters from the 
Brethren-Sickness of Mr. Lane-His Removal to Siena-Leone- Mr.'Lane's 
Death-His Character-Death of Mr. Hnddlestone-Sketch-Mrs. Huddle­
stone's Return to England-State of the Mission at Sierra-Leone- Messrs. 
Piggott and Harte appointed-Their Arrival and Reception-Number of Mem­
bers in the Society_ 

THE Gambia is almost entirely an English river, and has 
been so for nearly the last two hundred years; the attempts to 
form settlements upon it having for that period been principally 
confined to our own nation. It first became kno'wn as a river 
of some magnitude about the middle of the fifteenth century. 
Prince Henry of Portugal, having heard of this river, "coupled 
with the wonderful accounts of th e wealth of its banks, 
employed Cadamosto, in 1454, to undertake a voyage of disco­
very thither." The Portuguese, therefore, as at Sierra-Leone, 
were the first European settlers at the Gambia. The great 
object at this period, and previously, as stated in a preceding 
chapter, was to obtain slaves; and the ravages committed were 
so great, that Prince Henry, who was eager for the trade, but 
wished it to be carried on with as much humanity as was com­
pat,ible with success, thought it necessary to make stringent 
regulations to prevent those excesses.* Subsequently forts 
were erected, and fftctol'ies established, in different parts of the 
river; and the trade chiefly cons{sted in" Negroes and gold, in 
exchange for Portuguese goods ." At TancrowalJ , about forty 
miles from the Atlantic, they had a considerable establishm ent, 
"and built their houses in a different style from the Man dingoes." 

* B AN DI NEL, p. 18. From Cadamosto in Ramusio. 
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In the upper 1'il"er they had several other factories and trading­
posts; so that, for a lengthened period, the Portuguese pos­
sessed nearly the exclusive commerce of this important stream. 
In J obson's voyage up the Gambia, in 1621, he met with "the 
Tenda merchants at Setico," a town about four miles from the 
river, and t he largest he had seen in the country. This 
" form ed the highest point to which the Portuguese had carried 
up their trade;" and at this place" a considerable commerce 
was carried on in slaves, salt, and gold." Soon after this thc 
English obtained a footing in the Gambia; and, notwithstand­
ing "the jealousy of the Portuguese and Mulatto inhabitants," 
they succeeded in a short time in establishing a trade with the 
natives; and formed several small factories and trading-posts 011 

the right and left bank of the river, as far as Fattatenda. 
J ames I sland was one of the first and most important of the 

English settlements. Here a strong fort was built, and a small 
garrison kept. This island is about thirty miles from the mouth 
of the Gambia: it is very sma,u, being only about two hundred 
yards long and fifty broad, and is situated in the middle of the 
stream, which is here from three to four miles wide. But the 
French, on capturing it in 1688, destroyed the works. It was 
resumed by the African Company at the commencement of the 
last century; and Francis Moore, who was for several years 
factor or superintendent for the Company at the different 
trading stations on the Gambia, published a work, in 1735, 
containing some interesting information on the subject of the 
tra~e, and the natives of the surrounding c(mntry. But though, 
according to l\{oore's statement, "a salute" was generally 
"fired by order of the governor" of J ames Island on th e arrival 
of vessels from England, it appears the fort was never entirely 
restored to its original state. 

Jillifree stands opposite to Fort James, on the northern bank 
of the river, in the kingdom of Barra, and is surrounded by it 
fertile district. It has long been a noted place for trade, and is 
rendered somewhat remarkable as being the landing-place of 
Mungo Park in both his journeys into the interior. The first 
was on the 21st of June, 1795; and the second, on the 9th of 
April, 1805. The French have a small factory called Albradar, 
about a mile and a half below Jillifree, of which more will be 
said hereafter. 

During the American and continental wars, at the close of 
the last and the beginning of the present century, the Senegal 
and Goree alternately belonged to the French and English; and 
the commerce of the Gambia was carried on for some years 
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during t he latter period exclusively by the English traders from 
Goree, though Fort hmes was still maintained and defended by 
a few British traders and soldiers. But on the final restoration 
of Senegal and Goree to the French, in 1816, exclusive posses­
sion of the Gambia was re-assured to the English by the treaty 
of Paris, on the same footing as that of 1783.* The English 
immediately turned their attention to the formation of a new 
and larger settlement in the Gambia, for the protection and 
extension of legitimate commerce, as well as for the suppression 
of the iniquitous traffic in slaves. The place selected was the 
island of St. Mary's, about ten miles from the Atlantic, OJ' the 
cape of the same name. 

St. Mary's is a small island on the south side of the 
Gambia, about sixteen miles in circumference, and is sepa­
rated from the main-land by a narrow creek, called Sarra 
Creek, or, more generally, « the Oyster Creek," from the q uan­
tity and good quality of oysters, which grow spontaneously upon 
the mangrov.es as they hang in the water.t It was purchased 
by the British Government of the king of Combo. The island 
is low, and in some parts swampy; but this locality was 
chosen on account of the advantages which it afforded, both 
for trade and for commanding the r iver by a garrison, as well as 
for the harbour, which furnished good anchorage for vessels of 
almost any burden. Hither, therefore, the English merchants 
aud traders from Goree at once repaired, and commenced build­
ing temporary residences, until more substantial ones could be 
erected . « The troops arrived there in March, 1816, ill number 
about fifty, besides a few natives, co'mmanded by Captain 
Grant." rfhese fifty soldiers were Europeans, eight of whom 
died duriug the first rains. In November of the same year, 
"the town consisted of the commandant's house and a few 
huts;" and at that time they were busily employed in intrench-

• The following is the article of the t reaty of 1783 :-" Art. X. The Most 
( hri,tian king, on his part, gUllIantees to the king of Great Britain the possession 
uf Fort James and of the river Gambia." (See MARTIN'S II British Colonies," vol. 
iv. p. 062.) 

t This is the case in the West Inmes, and some other warm climates: but about 
two hundred years ago it appe"rs that some attention was paid to this mode of 
gro"ing oysters. Ilence an old historian, in speaking of Scl.voni. and llJyricum, and 
the i, lands contiguous thereto, says, "NellI to this last island (Languste) is good 
ti!jhing for sprats j" and it is reported of the natives, that they possess It an art 
III Illahng their trees to bring forth oysters, by benmng dow11 tile boughs, and 
stayiug them under the wat.er with stones j so as in two years there are so many 
ny::.ters fastened Lo them as is st.range to sec, and in the tlurd year they are very 
~ood. " (Sec HEYLY N'S "Cosmographic," 1657 , p. ;5G.) 
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ing themselves, as they feared an attack from the natives, who 
were displeased, it was said, at the English coming" to prevent 
the smuggling of slaves." They were, however, unmolested, 
and proceeded with the settlement. The town, whieh is situated 
on the north-eastern extremity of the island, was called 
Bathurst, in hOUGlUr of the noble lord who was colonial secretary 
when the bU!ildings commenced. Major Gray, who called at St. 
Mary's on his expedition into the interior in January, 1818, thus 
speaks of it: "The settlement, although in its infant state, has 
made a most rapid progress in improvement. Many fine sub­
stantial government-buildings have been lately erected, and the 
British merchants resident there have vied with each other in 
the elegant and convenient arrangement of their dwelling­
houses and stores, all which are built with stone or brick, and 
roofed with slates or shingles." At the commencement of the 
following year the inhabitants amounted to eight hundred, and 
the.v were increasing"; and already the prospect of a fair and 
profitable trade was most encouraging; the wood was partly 
cleared away, and the place promised to be as healthy as any 
part of the coast. 

From the Sierra-Leone Gazette we learn that, in ten vessels, 
there were consigned to London during the year 1819, from 
Bathurst, the under-mentioned exports, on which were payable, 
in Great Britain, the duties specified :-

EXPORTS. DUTY. 

'i'O'M. cwt. gr. lb . £. s. d. 
Wax .. .142 6 1 6 .9,463 15 
Ivory 3 12 1 12 .. 217 10 0 
Gum ... 26 .. 12 18 0 
Gold ...... .. 130oz. 14dwt . 1211'" 
Hides .. .... 53,619 .. ... 1,340 9 6 

Total duties, U,034 13 1 

In 1820 the population was upwards of one thousand, beside 
the garrisou; and Captain Grant formed a school, and read 
prayers on the forenoon of the sabbath-day. A strong desire 
having been expressed to have a chaplain, a short time after 
this, the Rev. Robert Hughes was sent, wLo arrived at Bathurst, 
by way of Sierra-Leone, in March, 1821. This gentlelOan 
usually" preached on the sabbath morning, and expounded in 
the afternoon; and also on Tuesday and 'l'hnl'sday evenings." 

On the establishment of this British settlement at St. Mary'S, 
the few soldiers at Fort James were removed, and the island, 
principally on account of its inadequate sizc, was abandoned; 
and Fort James is now a heap of ruins . It 'ras about this time 
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that the" French, for the purpose of securing a footing in the 
river) dispatched an agent from Goree to establish a trading­
post, or comptoi1', as they call it, at Albradar, under pretence 
of their having formerly had a comptoir at that place." * The 
result of this intrusion on the part of the French proved very 
injurious to the English traders on the Gambia, as well as to 
the general prosperity of the new colony; and it cannot but be 
deeply regretted that this 'infant and risiug settlement, formed 
as it was on the same humane and philanthropic principles as 
the colony of Sierra-Leone, should have been retarded in its 
progress by this unjustifiable conduct of the French. 

It was well known that, in the year 1820, the French Slave­
Trade had swelled to a more enormous extent than at any 
former period, the number of slave-ships on the Coast bei)1g 
almost incredible. But, not content with reviving the traffic on 
the Senegal, the French slave-traders actually entered the Gam­
bi.a. The following extract from the" Fifteenth Report of the 
African Institution," published in 1821, will more fully exhi.bit 
this ;-

As a further proof that the statement of the cessation of the French Slave-Trade 
at Senegal and its neighbourhood is not con'ect, it may be added, that when 
Governor Macarthy visited Bathurst, in the river Gambia, in the month of August 
last, on his way to Europe, he learnt, on undoubted authority, that the Slave-Trade 
was at that time canied on with great activity by various merchants, both of Sene­
gal and Goree. These persons were pointed out to him; and it was added, that 
they had established agents for this purpose at a small village called Albr.da, in 
the river Gambia, about forty miles above its mouth. 

Albrada was formerly a French factory dependent on Goree, By the treaty of 
17 83, it will be seen that France relinquished all right to its occupation. Indeed, 
by the terms of that treaty, which has uot since undergone any modification, it 
clearly appears that the river Gambia was as effectually and unreservedly ceded to 
Great Britain, as the river Senegal was to France: and as France would fairly 
objcct to our attempting to re-establish ourselves on any part of the Senegal, or 
even to navigate that river at all j so are we et1titl~d to maintain the same exclu­
sive right of occupation and navigation in respect to the Gambia. 

Since the British establishment of Bathurst was formed on the island of St_ 
" Iary's, near the mouth of the river, no French vessel has been allowed to euter or 
Ie/we Lhe river without undergoing an examination. Notwithstanding this restric­
Lioll, however, a very considerable Slave-Trade is carried au by the French factors 
of ,\Ibrada throughout the whole length of the river Gambia; for, although the 
aulhorit.ies at Bathurst do not permit any vessel with slaves on board to pass that 
settlement, yet they are carried in canoes to the left bank of the river, and thence 
cOllveyed by land to Cacho or Cuz~mens, whence they are shipped for the West 
lllwes. By these means the whole of that noble river, which would otherwise be 
ellt.irely free frol11 this traffic, is, from one end to t.he other of its navigable course, 

* ~lART J NJs " British Colonies," -vol. iv. p. 563 . 
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exceeding one thousand miles, made the scene of the atrocities of the Slave-Trade: 
and thus not only is the progress of civilization and improvement in that fertile 
region retarded, and ' the natives prevented from pursuing a course of peaceful 
industry and beneficial intercourse, but wars are excited among them, and the sur­
rounding districts are involved in depredation and blood. Such being the case, it 
appears to be highly expedient that the British Government should claim the strict 
execution of the provisions of the treaty of 1783. This measure is pressed on li S, 

under existing circumstances, by the highest moral considerat ions ; and Great 
Britain, therefore, seems bound to vindicate her exclusive right to the navigation of 
this river, were it only to deliver our suffering fellow-creatures, in that quarter of 
vhe globe, from the violence and cupidity of the slave-traders. This subject, the 
Directors believe, is now under discussion between the two Governments. 

The subject was discussed between the two Governments; 
for representations setting forth the injurious effects of Albradar 
on the trade of St. Mary's, as well as its being a market for the 
slave-dealers, were forwarded bv memorial to the secretary of 
state, from the English mercha~ts at the Gambia. But, « un­
fortunately," as Mr. Montgomery Martin, in his "History of 
the British Colonies," says, "this waiil not resisted at the time 
by the English commandant, Colonel Grant, for want of suffi­
cient information on the nature of the treaties; and every 
at tempt made since to dislodge them by fair means, has failed 
of success. It is but justice to our Government to add, that the 
most perseveriug remonstrances have been addressed in vain to 
the French Government on this subject." 

The French, therefore, retain the possession of Albradar to 
this day, in defiance of the treaty, and despite the repeated 
remonstrances of the English Government, as well as to the 
great annoyance and injury of the fair traders at the British 
settlements, whom I have frequently heard bitterly complain of 
this encroachment on the part of the French. And well they 
might; for, independent of the French Slave-Trade, as carried 
on in that factory, as well as in the upper river, for many years, 
which gave them a pecuniary advantage over the honest and 
honourable English trader, there were certain colonial duties 
levied on various articles of merchandise at St. lVIaI:y's, to which 
the French at the small factory of Albradar were not subject ; 
and, as a natural consequence, the English merchants and 
traders could not compete with them, even in a fair and legiti­
mate commerce. 

But, notwithstanding these vexatious annoyances and draw­
backs, the British settlement gradually advan ced ; and, as we 
shall see pl'esently, an additional one was in a few years formed 
in th e upper river. At Bathurst, the article of bees' -wax soon 
amounted to two hundred tons anuually; and in the years 
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1822 and 1823 the article of gold had increased so much, that, 
in each of these years, from three to four thousand ounces of 
that precious metal were exported. The trade also increased in 
ivory, hides, and other useful commodities; and several ship­
loads of fine timber of the mahogany kind were sent to London, 
and met with a ready market. The population of St. Mary's in 
1823 was 1,845 : forty-five of these were Europeans, of whom 
eight were females. There were one hundred and thirty-five 
Mulattoes, male and female, adults and children. The others 
were principally Blacks, with the exception of a few strangers. 
In 1826 the population was about the same, there being a little 
increase of Blacks, but a decrease of Europeans. In 1833 there 
were thirty-six Whites, five being females; seventy-five Mulat­
toes ; and thp, rest Blacks: making a total of 2,740. This did 
not include the garrison, which consisted of about one hundred 
and fifty of the Royal African Corps.* 

The Gambia had been recommended to the Wesleyan Mis­
sionary Committee in London, as an eligible situation for a new 
mission, by the excellent and benevolent Sir Charles Macarthy, 
the friend and patron of all Protestant missions on the Coast; 
and, at the Conference of 1820, Messrs. J. Baker and Morgan 
were appointed.t 

Mr. Morgan landed at St. Mary's, direct from England, on 
the 8th of February, 1821; and, having a note of introduction 
to Mr. Dodd, he was kindly received by that gentleman. « The 
morning after my arrival," writes Mr. Morgan, "Mr. Dodd 
accompanied me to the government-house, and introduced me 
to the commaudant, Captain Stepney, who very kindly expressed 
his approbation of the object of my mission, and promised to do 
any thing he could for its furtherance." He was also intro­
duced to all the respectable merchants in the colony, and on 
"the following sabbath preached, at the government-house, to 
the Europeans, the soldiers from the barracks, and to a great 
number of re-captured slaves." But" the brut:il wretchedness 
of the natives surpassed all his previons conception of human 

* These were Blacks from the West Indies, and re.captured Negroes, with 
Lllropcall officers; Lhe mortality among the white troops being so great, that the 
Idea or keeping up a sufficient suppJy of white soldiers was found impracticable. 
It is stated that, during the years 1825 and 1826, there were sent to the Gambia, 
at three separate periods, three hundred and ninet.y-seven English troops, and that 
.. ,t nf tl1at- number" in nineteen months two hundred and seventy-nine perished." 

t W. Walker's name stands ill the Minutes with thaL of John Baker; but he 
\\a::; t)('nt hy the Committee to the aborigines of Ne'w Sont,b "'ales; and Mr. John 
~lorgan w .. sent to the Gambia in his sLead. 
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misery and degradation. He was el'en tempted to think them 
inferior to the human species, ahd incapa:ble of benefiting by 
his labours. Having walked about among them for several 
days, striving in vain to make those who professed to under­
stand English, understand the object of his coming among 
them, he turned a wistful eye to the vessel from which he had 
landed, and wished in his heart that, consistently with his duty 
to those who sent him, he could immediately return in her 
to England." Such were Mr. Morgan's first impressions, as 
expressed by himself. But, on the arrival of his colleague, Mr. 
Baker, about a month after this, his « doubts of success were 
soon removed." 

Mr. John Baker, it will be recollected, had laboured with 
great zeal and success among the same class of people at Sierra­
L eone, for two or three years j and « no sooner did }VIr. Bakel' 
begiu to preach to them in their own dialect, with which his 
services at Sierra-Leone had rendered him familiar, than au 
awakening to a consciousness of guilt and danger took place, 
aud several began to inquire, (What must I do to be saved 7' 
A little society of these iuquirers after salvation was soon 
formed j several of whom were free emigrants from Sicrra· 
Leone, and had profited by Mr. Baker's ministry at that 
1)lace." 

Tentabar, some distance up tbe south bank of the river, had 
been pointed out as a suitahle place to commence a mission j 
and a small trading-vessel sailing up the river presented an 
opportunity for the missionaries to proceed to the place of their 

. appointment. Brut Mr. Baker, having an attack of fever, and 
being previously emaciated by labour and sickness on the Coast, 
was unable then to undertlllke the journey. It was therefore 
determined that Mr. Morgan should go alone, to see the king, 
obtain his permission to settle on his land, look out for an 
eligible situatiou, &c. On his arrival, and making known his 
object, the king readily granted him permission to settle in any 
part of his kingdom j but significantly added, « I advise you to 
build your house as near the river as you can j then, if any of 
my people should attempt to injure you, you can jump into a 
canoe, and get out of the way of them." This was as much as 
to say, « I cannot engage to 'protect you." Other circumstances 
combined to make an impression on the mind of Mr. Morgan, 
that Tentabar was not suitable for a missionary establishment j 
and he returned to St. Mary's, to consult with his colleague, 
who concurred in his opinion j and they then resolved to look 
out for a settlement in the kingdom of Combo, from whence 
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they might be able to visit the people at St. Mary's, already 
benefited by their labours. 

A present to an African king is an invariable custom, pre­
vious to an interview j and having ascertained that scarlet cloth 
was in high estimation among the native chiefs, they bought a 
large piece of a merchant on the Coast, and a small horse, for a 
present to the king of Combo. On May 3d, 1821, covered with 
the scarlet cloth, from head to tail, they led the horse away to 
the king, who was much pleased with their blazing present. 
He readily granted them permission to dwell on his land j not, 
of course, from respect to their religion, (for of that he knew 
nothing,) but from a hope that white men living in his country 
would promote trade. Having spent the night in the best 
lodgings the king could afford them, they set out in the morn­
ing, guided by one of the king's slaves, to look for an eligi­
ble locality. They soon found that the people regarded them as 
unwelcome neighbours, as from place to place they expressed 
determined opposition to their settling near them. In vain th e 
missionaries tried to convince them that their object was only to 
do them good. ({ We have heard," they said, ({ of white men 
before, and know that you want to steal our children, and make 
slavcs of them. If tbe king settles you here, we will all leave." 
At night the missionaries reached a place called Mandanaree, 
fatigued and famishing with thirst. They found in the town an 
old Negro, known in the British settlement, who granted them 
permission to lie down at the door of his hut for the night j but 
hc had nothing but a little dirty water to give them to drink. 
Having made their bed of palm-leaves, they lay down j but, . 
from the stinging of musquitoes, and from the noise of wild 
beasts, though fatigued, they had but little sleep. Their situa­
tion was now peculiarly trying. The rainy season was just at 
hand, and they were without home or shelter, in the midst of 
rude and unfriendly savages. But, finding the neighbourhood 
of Mandanaree all eligible place, situated on the south bank of 
thc Gambia, and not more than eight miles from Bathurst, they 
fixed upon an elevated spot, and determined to locate amongst 
this people. Iu the mean time, they took lodgings in the 
miscralJle hut of the old Negro j and, having obtained their 
toolti from St. r.1ary's, proceeded to cut down trees for the 
cl'cGLion of thei r house, which they completed with the help 
of a few natives, after several weeks' hard labour. During the 
l'l~('t i on of the building, and subsequently, the brethren alter­
\lately ,i ~itcc1 St. Mary's once R week, and sometimes both 
"eut together. 
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In a letter to the Missionary Committee, dated Mandaual'ee, 
May 26th, 1821, Mr. Baker thus writes: "In preaching, we 
can do nothing here till we have learned the language. In the 
mean time, we go to St. Mary's every Saturday afternoon in a 
canoe, and return on Monday morning : we meet our little 

. class early on Sunday morning, attend the chaplain' s preaching 
at ten A.M., preach at two P.M. to about one hundred people, 
and in the evening at six, to freqnently more than double that 
number. Our intermediate time on the sabbath is devoted to 
visiting the poor people; and on Monday we have an oppor­
tunity to procure anything we want for ourselves or the settle­
ment. This at present is all our preaching, and must be, till 
the language is our own; and we hope by the end of the rains 
to have made considerable progress." * Speaking of the people 
at Mandanaree, Mr. Baker, in the same letter, says: "Their 
character is bad enough. As masters, they are proud, insolent, 
and cruel. As servants, they are fawning, hypocritical, and 
extremely dishonest. It seems as though Mohammedanism had 
made them almost, if not altogether, the worst of men; and 
the generality of them think themselves authorized to cheat 
and steal from white people at every opportunity. In this 
kingdom, however, liberty of conscience is allowed. The king 
himself is a Pagan; and so are the greater part, if not all, of 
the people of this town; yet their Paganism is mixed up with 
the worst Mohammedan superstitions." A yearly tribute of 
twenty dollars was to be paid for the land; and Mr. Baker 
further remarks: "Weare at present busily engaged in 
cutting down the bush, and building a temporary house of 
rind-trees, split for posts, and bamboos, woven for the sides, and 
plastered j which, should our mission, under God's blessing, 
succeed, will be our school-house. We can both say with the 
apostle, 'We labour with our hands.' " 

Mr. MOl'gan about this time writes :- " The following Satur­
day, (May 12th,) I weut to St. Mary's, to preach on the 

. sabbath. In the evening, soon after I arrived at my lodgings, 
a poor woman visited me, who had met in class a few times, and 
said to me, '0, massa, my heart trouble me too much. I see 
myself lost sinner.' I exhorted her to helieve in Christ, and 
explained the nature of justification by faith. She left me with 
her sins as a burden too intolerable to be borne. The next 
morning I met her in the class, and was delighted to hear her 
express her religious joys. She said that, after she left me the 

* "Missionary Notices," vol. iii. p. 151. 
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preceding night, (me went into the busb, and put me knee 
down on tbe ground, imd I pray, I pray, till all my trouble go 
away, and my heart be full of joy. Me glad too much, and I 
praise my Massa Jesus j and then I pray for my pOOl' husband, 
that my Massa Jesus would save bim.' " * 

Here we bave recorded the" first-fruit" of this mission, the 
conversion of one soul, with its invariable characteristic, a con­
cern for otbers, especially those near to it: "Alid then I pray 
for my poor bus band, that my Massa Jesus would save him!" t 
On the following sabbatb, Mr. Morgan was again at St. Mary's, 
" met the class, and was happy t.o find a good spirit among the 
people. I preached to them twice." 

On tbe 14th of June, be says, "We left our lodgings, and 
became inhabitants of our own building : tbe change was much 
for the best, although our new building is far from a com­
modious one." From the elevation of the spot which they had 
chosen, the missionaries indulged a hope that their settlement 
would have proved comparatively healthy j but in tbis they 
were disappointed. In addition to this, the" hard labour" and 
fatigue, in "felling trees" and " labouring with their hands" . 
in the erection of the mission-premises, soon proved too much 
for Mr. Baker's previously-impaired constitution j and before 
the rains commenced, " every two or three days be was attacked 
with fever." Mr. Morgan had but recently arrived, fresh from 
the balmy air of England j and being "blessed with a strong 
constitution," the climate on him for some time "produced no 
sensible effect." He laboured on under the warm rays of a 
vertical sun, aod retired every evening, "much fatigued j" but 
this he "considered an advantage j for, having very uncom­
fortable lodgings, if not fatigued, he could not sleep at all." 
But even this" strong man" soon "bowed down" under the 
withering effects of the climate, and was attacked with the 
country fever. This was on July 14th : his colleague was at 
the same time ill in bed, but recommended him to hasten to 
St. Mary's for medical advice. Mr. Morgan writes: "Assisted 
by two men, I walked to the canoe, and at evening reached 
Rt. Mary's." The first night, he lodged at Mr. Grant's, and 
then with difficulty was placed in the military hospital, where 
he remained nearly two months. This was the worst part of 
thc rainy season, when every European is more or less attacked 

* H Missionary Notices,JI vol. ill. p. 260. 
t Some account of the consistent life and happy death of tLis first convert will 

be giH~ll hcr('ufter. 
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with fever, which often proves fatal, especially to new-cornel's. 
It did so this year to several; and, among the rest, the 
worthy chaplain, and his excellent wife, were both cut oft' 
in the midst of their plans of usefulness. Mr. Hughes, the 
chaplain, as we have previously stated, arrived in March, and 
died on the 24th of August; and Mrs. Hughes, on the 28th; 
leaving two very young children, and one son about fourteen 
years of age, who had remained in England, to mourn their 
loss. • 

The two Wesleyan missionaries were, however, mercifully 
preserved, though both of them suffered much; and there can 
be no doubt that their sickness was supei'induced and aggra· 
vated in a great measure by over and incautious exertion. But 
as Mr. Bakel' was an invalid on his arrival at St. Mary's, it was 
not intended that he should remain longer than was neces­
sary to commence the mission; and in the end of the year 
Mr. W. Bell was sent to supply his place, and "Mr. Baker was 
removed to the 'l,Tvest Indies to save his life." Mter labouring 
for a short time in the West Indies, and in British America, 
the state of his health obliged him to return home. In Eng­
land his health became estahlished, and he laboured in several 
important circuits with great diligence and acceptance for many 
years.* 

~I[r. Bell arrived at the Gambia on the 28th of January, 1822, 
"in good health ;" aLd Mr. Morgan was delighted with the 
prospect of having in him an efficient colleague, as he con­
sidered him "a good subject for the climate," but hoped he 
would "be cautioned, by his indiscretion, against too much 
exertion." His knowledge of agriculture also rendered him an 
additional acquisition to the mission. But, alas! how short­
sighted is man! And how little do missionaries abroad, 01' 

even medical men at home, know as to who will be able to 
stand against the pestilential atmosphere of Western Africa! 
Though Mr. Bell had arrived "in good health," and at the most 
hea1thy season of the year, and a,ppeared to be (( a good subject 

* This excellent minister died at Brigbton, November 17th, 184:;. A bl1ef, 
but faithful, record of him is printed in the Minutes of Conference for 1846. But 
as it is announced in the title-page of this work tbat a sketch of those missionaries 
only who died in Africa is to be here given, I am reluctantly compelled to omit 
any furtber remarks respecting this devoted missionary, except to say, that in the 
above memoir it is conectly stated, that in Mrica I ( he labow'ed with great zeal, 
fidelity, and success," and that in Engln'nd he II retained his missionary ardonr to 
thc last." I may also be permitted to add, that many African children, I doubt 
not, will be II the crown of his rejoicing in the day of the Lord." 
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for the climate j" and though he, doubtless, profited by Mr. 
Morgan's past indi~cretion, and by his brotherly advice in other 
respects, yet the great Head of the church, whose (( thoughts 
are not as our thoughts," (( numbered his days j" and those 
were (( few j" for he lived only forty-six days from the period of 
his landing in A£rica till he was safely landed " in a nobler 
clime." 

WILLIAM BELL was a native of the neighbourhood of Louth, in 
Lincolnshire, where he acted in the capacity of a local preacher 
for several years, with general acceptance. His piety was steady 
and consistent, and was tested and exemplified under peculiarly 
trying circumstances. Soon after his arrival ·in Africa, he was 
assailed by a violent fever, which continued for several weeks. 
When free from the delirium caused by his disorder, he 
expressed himself to his colleague as having (( no doubt of his 
acceptance through Christ j" and one of the brethren, who 
wrote of this bereavement, says, (( Though his race was short, 
his prize was secured, and his exit peaceful j" and so satisfied 
was he with the closing scene that he adds, "May my end be 
like his!" Much more we are unable to give: but, from his 
being the first missionary who fell in the Gambia at an early 
stage of the mission, and after so short a residence, the touching 
lines of the Bard of Sheffield, written on the melancholy death 
of another Wesleyan missionary, in a different part of the same 
great field, are not inapplicable to this excellent young man :-

" How did the love of Christ---that, like a chain, 
Drew Christ himself to Bethlehem from his throne, 

And bouurl Him to the cross-thy heart constrain, 
Thy willing beart, to make that true love known ! 

J3ut not to build, was thine appointed part, 
Temple where temple never stood before ; 

Yet was it well the thought was in thy heart,-
Thou know'st it now,-thy Lord required no more." 

Mr. Bell died at St. Mary's, on the 15th of March, 1822, 
aged twenty. seven years. 

Mr. Morgan was now alone, and not in a very good state of 
health j but the news of Mr. Bell's death having reached Sierra­
Leone before Mr. Baker found an opportunity of sailing from 
thence to the West Indies, the brethren Baker and Huddlestone 
tnought it advisable that Mr. Lane should at once proceed 
to the assistance of Mr. Morgan until further help came from 
England. Mr. Lane therefore arrived at the Gambia on the 
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11 th of May, and found Mr. Morgan was "very unwell," and 
some weeks after this he was "still feeble." But cheered with 
the presence and hearty co-opemtion of a colleague, he was 
"not weary in well-doing j" and, in company with Mr. Lane, 
soon after his arrival, he proceeded to M andanaree j but their 
prospects there were not cheering, owing to their being ignorant 
of the Mandingo language j and the choice of the place, from 
there , "being very little water, and that very bad," was con­
sidered "an unhappy one." St. Mary's, in the mean time, 
occupied' a considerable share of their attention. The popula­
tion, at this period, amounted to upwards of two thousand j and 
though the greater part of these were J ollofs and Mandingoes, 
there were some discharged (Black) soldiers, and a few liberated 
Africans, who partially understood the English language, and to 
whom the missionaries could preach so as to be tolerably 
understood. In a letter, dated St. Mary's, June 25th, 1822, 
Mr. Lane writes :- " Our labours here are not great at present : 
we preach twice on the sabbath, and meet a class, and hold 
a prayer-meeting in the week: we have also a small day­
school at our lodgings j but this is atteuded with inconvenience, 
through not having a house of our own for that purpose." In 
a joint letter from Messrs. Morgan and Lane, dated August 
15th, they write: "We have taken a house in Jollof-Town, at 
four dollars per month, where we preach twice on the sabbath, 
and once in the week. At this place we keep a day-school for 
children, and take the care of it a week each alternately. We also 
preach at Soldiers' -Town twice on the sabbath, and once in the 
week j and on Sunday mornings we meet the class at this 
place." 

The rains having again set in, the' brethren confined their 
labours principally to St. Mary's, having here two preaching­
places, with a small week-day school, and an infant society. 
But, though their " labours were. not great," yet, owing to 
repeated attacks of sickness, they met with considerable inter­
ruptions. Mr. Lane was ill with fever from the 7th of September 
to the 16th of October: he had been to Cape St. Mary's for a 
week, but" returned no better than'w hen he went j" and towards 
the close of the rains, by the advice of his medical attendant and 
friends, he sailed for Sierra-Leone, intending to return as soon 
as his health would permit. 

Mr. Morgan was therefore once more left alone; but SODle 

good had been achieved at St. Mary's; enough, as Mr. Morgan 
expressed it, "to compensate for the time, money, health, and 
life, which have been already expended." Nor was he dis-
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couraged by the afflictions and difficulties with which he was 
surrounded. About this time he writes : " Our prospects of 
effecting much at present are certainly not cheering : yet I 
think I can look through the cloud which at present surrounds 
us, and behold distant prospects of success." 

Mr. Lane arrived safe at Sierra-Leone, and found Mr. 
Huddlestone in tolerable health and spirits. These two breth. 
ren, it should be remembered, had laboured harmoniously t oge­
ther for a considerable time previous to Mr. Lane being sent 
to the Gambia, and God had blessed 'their labours; but during 
the former part of the year some misunderstanding arose in the 
society at Free-Town, between the settlers and Maroons, which 
lpd to a division: a local preacher having headed the party, 
they took one of the chapels, and called themselves W e~t­
African Methodists. This necessarily led to a reduction of the 
number of members, though it would appeal' the missionaries 
continued to supply the chapel. Matters were, however, now 
in a more settled state; and Mr. Lane, under date of December 
16th, writes: "To-day I have called upon some of our members 
and friends. I am disposed to think that the providence of 
God lias brought me back to Sierra-Leone, as also that by its 
diroction I went to the Gambia: therefore I am thankful for 
both." Mr. Laue at the same time expressed himself as being 
"happy in finding our humble society in a prosperous state, and 
most of the pious Maroons in fellowship with us. 'fhe word 
of the Lord is hlessed to those who hear; a serious deportment 
~llrl fixed attention are conspicuous in the congregations; and, 
abO\e all, souls are brought to a saving knowledge of God and 
of .Jcsu. Christ." As fal' as his strength would permit, Mr. Lane 
again co-operated with Mr. H uc1dlestone in carrying on tlmt 
illlel'c~ting mission, and preaching he designated as his "most 
rlrJightful employment." But he never fully recovered from his 
S(,1'1)US illness at the Gambia, and was consequently unable to 
rCllll'l1 thither. On the 27t h of March he had another severe 
attnck ()f fever. It was hoped, with the Divine blessing upon 
the plompt and able trcatment of « Dr. Shower, the oldest 
1,Lpi rlall III the colony," that in a few days he would recover; 
bllt it ,,"as otherwise ordered. Mr. H uddlestone shortly after 
thiS, writes: "Our beloved brother is now' as w~ter spilt upon 
ti,t' gl'flullfl, "hich cannot be gathered up again;' and his 
iliJerntl'd spirit has fleel to the realms of light and immortality. 
11 ,II ystcrious a providence I How happy a visitation to him! 
III"" pamflll to us !" 

'j' 
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GEORGE LANE was a native of Bath, and was a young man 
of considerable promise. . I-Ie arrived at Sierra-Leone as a 
Wesleyan missionary early in 1821, where he laboured with 
diligence and fidelity, with occasional interruptions, arising from 
sickness j nor did he labour in vain, either there or at the 
Gam bia. At Sierra-Leone, especially, he witnessed some graci­
OUB manifestations of the Divine presence and power, pftrticu­
lad y whilst preaching to the re-captured Negroes, and in the 
quftrterly love-feasts. He was a kind and an affectionate col­
league, a faithful and successful missionary j in life highly 
r espected, and at his death greatly lamented . This was mani­
fested by the "numerous assembly)) who attended the funeral. 
The members of the society especially, writes Mr. Huddlestone, 
" mingled their tears with ours j)) and the colonial chaplain, the 
Rev. S. Flood, kindly read the funeral service over the corpse, 
which was conveyed to the Wesleyan chapel for that purpose. 
It was afterwards removed to the colonial burial-ground, and 
Mr. Huddlestone "committed him to the grave.)) Mr. Lane 
died at Free-Town, Sierra-Leone, in great peace, April 16th, 
1823, in the twenty-eighth year of his age, and in the third of 
his ministry. 

The loss of Mr. Lane was severely felt by Mr. and Mrs. 
H uddlestoue, as well as by the society and other friends j but, 
painful as it was, it was shortly followed by another mysterious 
dispensation of Providence. Scarcely had three months passed 
away, when he who had committed his "respected and mnch­
loved brother to the grave,)) was himself called to "walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death j)) and the mission, 
by this rapid succession of deaths, was left destitute j with four 
chapels and their congregations without a missionary! 

J O!IN HUDDLESTONE, it will be recollected, took charge of 
this station on Mr. Baker's removal to the Gambia early in 
1821. He was a siucere and upright Christian, and a laborious 
and enterprising missionary, being anxious to carry the gospel 
into the regions beyond the limits of the colony. He had a 
good constitution, having passed the first rains in comparative 
health, though about thirty Europeans, that season, went to 
their long home. Indeed, he continued to labour, with hut slight 
interruptions from ill health, till within a few weeks of his 
death. I n the month of April, 1823, he wrote: « My dear wife 
and myself are both well, and know not how to be sufficiently 
thankful for this blessing, much less for all the goodness of the 
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Lord our God." But though he had withstood the country 
fever for nearly three years without his health being materially 
affected, the yellow fever was too much for him: few, indeed, 
who are attacked with that malignant and dreadful disease ever 
recover; and during this year it prevailed along the coast, and 
proved fatal to many Europeans at Sierra.Leone. Mr. Huddle­
stone had been ill the latter end of J une and the beginning of 
.T uly, but, on the 14th of that month, the fever returned with 
greater violence; and it soon became evident from the colour of 
the skin, that his complaint was the dreadful disease just men' 
1iolled. Mrs. Huddlestone writes: "He had much bodily 
suffering; but patience had its perfect work in him. He was 
resigned to the will of God, and, at every interval of ease, he 
cried, '0 how goc~ the Lord is! How gently he deals with 
me ! Praise him for his mercies!'" Two days before his 
decease he was informed that there was very little hope of his 
recovery. "He then said, he had not a doubt of his acceptance 
with God, through the blood of his Saviour; that his prospect 
of heaven was glorious. 'Yes,' added he, 'I shall be carried 
by angels iuto glory.' " He charged his wife" to tell the Com­
mittee that he had exerted every nerve in the cause of the 
mission, and that he was dying happy in the faith." This event 
took place on the 20th of July, 1823, in the twenty-seventh year 
of his age. 

Mrs. lIuddlestone, soon after this paillful bereavement, left 
the colony, and arrived safe and in good health in England. 
'he furnished the Missionary Committee with the particulars 

of her husband's sickness and lamented death, the substance of 
\\ l1i('h I rmbouied in the preceding brief sketch. From the 
members of the society, also, the Committee received a pleasing 
~f'sLimony to the character and usefulness of the excellent men 
I:ho haa laid down their lives in the 'Work of God, and a press­
I I" entreaty to have ministers sent out to them. The Maroon 
'hnp ,1 ,It ]<'l'ec_'l'own was then occupied, and would contain six 
bPI I,cd persons; and the new chapel at Portuguese-Town, to 
\\ h' r I, 1!J~ Excellency the Governor Sir Chal'les Macarthy hau 
I Hull" presented two donations, was finished, and the mission 
\1" i,l a nsing and promising state when these painful visita­
lilll" of deat.h took place. The leaders, in the mcan time, held 
,C'l'\'Il'(. 011 the sabbath in each of the chapels; and ill the 

')"It chapel prayers were regularly read every Sunday 
PI'"I1IS, auu occasiollall.1 one or two of the leadcrs gave 
I: u/'t'd iuUS. 

l' 2 
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But the society was not long left destitute of pastoral care 
and the ministry of the word of life. Two heroic meo, who 
« counted not their lives dear to them" in comparison of the 
salvation of their fellow-creatures, galre the preference to this 
post of danger. 'l'hese were Messrs. Piggott and Harte, who, 
after a voyage of five weeks, arrived at Sierra-Leone, March 
19th, 1824. Soon after their arrival Mr. Piggott wrote : 
« Never could two missionaries be more joyfully received: the 
news of our arrival soon spread; and to see the poor Blacks 
running from one house to another to inform their brethren and 
sisters, lifting up their eyes and hands towards heaven, thanking 
and praising God, was such a scene as we never witnessed before; 
and we could not for a moment regret having left home to 
preach salvation to those of whom it may be said, (The fields 
are white already to harvest.'" On the following day :;\1r. 
Piggott « examined the class-papers, and met the leaders; and 
was happy in finding that the society had been wonderfully 
preserved." The number of members in the society at that 
time was eighty-one, with several on trial; and, owing to the 
prejudicial effects of the climate on EUJ'opean constitutions, the 
stay of missionaries was limited to two years. 



CHAPTER XV. 

TflE GAMB IA AND SIERRA-LEONE. 

(1824-1827.) 

THE t\Vo Stations blended for the Sake of chronological Order-THE GAMBIA­
Mandanaree-St. Mary's-Mr. Morgan visits the upper River, with the 
Commandant--Forrnat.ion of a new Settlement--Narned alter Sir Charles 
Macarlby-Its Situation, &c.-Mr. Morgan's Return to St. Mary's-Extracts 
from his Journal-Missionary Fruit--Arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins-Mr. 
\lorgan visits Macarthy's Island-Excessive Heat--Extracts from his Journal 
-Attacked with Fever-Returns to St. Mary's-The Mission-House and 
(,hapel finished-Comm unication from Mr. Morgan and Mr. Hawkins-Sick­
ness of the Missionaries-SIERRA-LEoNE-Death of Mr. Harte-Sketch­
('ommunications from Mr. Piggott at Sierra-Leone-THE GAMBIA-Return 
of Mr. Morgan to England-Reflection on the Result of Missionary Labour at 
Il ,e Gamhia-Communication from Mr. Hawkins-Mr. PiggOtt-SIERRA­
LEoNE-The Appointment of Messrs . Dawson, Coul'ties, and May-Anival 
of Mr. and Mrs. Dawson at Sierra-Leone-Death of Mrs. Dawson-Joint 
Letters from Messrs. Piggott and Dawson-THE GAMBIA-The Arrival of 
~lcssrs . Courties and May at Sierra-Leone- The Gift of Tongues-Negro 
l'atois-The Day of Pentecost--Great Diversity of Nations at Sierra-Leone­
Prevalence of the English Language-The Holy Spirit graciously vouchsaled, 
producing Fruit-Mr. Piggott's Return to England-Mr. Dawson proceeds to 
the Gambia to succeed Mr. Hawkins, who also returns to England-Both 
tliese Brethren had remained beyond the prescribed Term of Service-Mr. 
Piggott remains in England-Mr. Hawkins goes to the West Indies. 

J" gll'ing a connected view of the rise and progress of the 
\\' cslcyan missions ill this interesting part of the great moral 
fie ld, with a brief notice of the deaths which so frequently 
llcclIl'red, it will be necessary now to blend the two stations at 
Sil'lTH-LeOlle and the Gambia together, and, for the sake of 
k('pplll!!; up a chronological account, frequently to pass from 
OIl< to the other. 

\ 11' :Jlorgall, it will be remembered, was left alone at the 
(rn I1l 1"a at the close of 11$22. The mission at Mandanaree had 
IH"lI ,uspemied on account of the state of his health ; and when 
Ill' l'l'C'ol'cl'cd, the work at St. Mary's fully occupied his atten­
t (Ull IIne the little society had increased from twelve to 
f \\ l'lllJ -('Olll'; and as there was little 01' no fruit at Mandanaree, 
,l~ 1 lIe watcr 1\ as ,cry bad, and as other openings more favoul'­
:dd(, [,!'I'sClltNl th(,n1sclves in the uppcr river, this place was 
1111 illl ,("l ,' ahandoned. Mr. Morgan took up his residence at 
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St. Mary's, where, in addition to the day-school for childreu, 
he opened an evening school for adults, which, with preaching 
on different parts of the island, gave him fnll employment. 

At the beginning of March, 1823, Major Grant, the com­
mandant at St. Mary's, sailed up the river for the purpose of 
selecting a suitable place for a new and additional mercantile 
settlement, and at the same time visiting the different chieD' 
near 'the river, to promote a good feeling and understanding 
between them and the traders. ~I[r. Morgan accompanied him 
in this expedition, with a view to the extension of the Wesleyan 
mISSIon. Each of the ki)Jgs whom the major visited expressed a 
great desire that the most advantageous place for the new settle­
ment might be found in his own dominions. Some enuea\'oured 
to persuade the commandant, that the people beyond them were 
so vile and malignant that strangers could not go near thcm, 
without danger of being shot with poisoned arrows from the 
thicket. Having, however, proceeded without molestation a_ 
far as Cantalicunda, near the falls of Barracnnda, a distauce of 
from five to six hundred miles from the Atlantic, they returned 
and fixed upon Lemon Island, in the king of Kattaba's domi­
nions j this being about midway between Cantalicunda and St. 
Mary's. In their way up, on passing this place, they found the 
king of Kattaba in his camp, embroiled in war with a youug 
prince called Kemmingtan, who was endeavouring to establish a 
kingdom for himself in Kattaba's land, for which he sought 
to justify himself on the ground of a family fend. King 
Kattaba's father had slain Kemmingtan's father by cutting 
off his head, which the son considered it his duty to avenge 
by exact retaliation, or, if he could not, it must descend as 
a duty to the next generation,* Major Grant tried to put a 
stop to this war j but Kemmingtan refused to see him, alleging, 
as an excuslt, that he had no greegree that would insure his 
safety so neal' the river. Lemon Island, or Janjamberry, which 
was the native name, beillg considered the most eligible situa­
tion which the major had seen for the establishment of the new 
settlement, and the king of Kattaba being much straitened by 
the war, a bargain for the laud was easily struck.t The union­
jack was at once raised on it j and from respect to the excellent 
governor at Sierra-Leone, who had manifested great interest in 
the welfare of the Gambia, it was named Macal'thy's Island, A 

* vVe have alrea.dy mCHtioned this desperate chief, and shall have occasion to da 
so again, probahly more than once. 

t An annual custom being afterward:s paid to {he king. 
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mud-walled fort, seventy-four feet in length, ten feet high, and 
three feet in thickness all round, with a bastion at each corner, 
was speedily erected, which was called Fort George, in honour 
of H is Majesty George the Fourth j and a Black sergeant, with 
thirteen Black soldi.ers, were left to occupy and protect it. With 
the concurrence of the major, Mr. Morgan fixed on a lot of land 
for his missionary establishment, on which stood the largest and 
most beautiful mahogany-tree he ever saw, under the grateful 
shade of which he intended to build his house, and commence 
his mission. Duty, however, required his return to St. Mary's, 
from which he bad been absent several weeks j and, after a long 
an d toilsome passage of ten days from Macarthy's Island, he 
lauded safely at St. Mary's, having (( left the major and Mr. 
C. Grant directing the building of a fort for the garrison, as the 
commencement of a place which, it is expected, will be of con­
siderable importance in a few years, in a commercial point of 
view." Mr. Morgan added; (( And I pray, with great hope, 
that it may prove a centre from which the Sun of righteousness 
shall diffuse its rays through the dark shades of Mohammedan 
error and superstition." 

Macarthy's Island is about two hundred and fifty miles up 
the Gambia. It is situated neaTly in the middle of the river, 
the main branch being on the north side, opposite to Yani, the 
territories of the king of Kattaba. This branch of the river is 
about two hundred yards wide. The island is a rich tract of 
land, in the form of an ellipse or oval, and contains abont 
nine square miles. Its elevation is not sufficient to prevent 
partial inundation in the rainy season j but, though the heat is 
more intense than at St. Mary's, it is supposed to be more 
healthfuL The town called Fort George, which consisted 
entirely for some time of native houses, is at about an equal dis­
tance between the two extremities of the island, and is near the 
lIatl'r's edge on the northern bank of the river. There was also 
a small l\Iandingo town about half a mile distant j but the 
inhabitauts werc all Mobammedans. 

'r!J(, day after Mr. Morgan arrived at St. Mary's, wbich was 
\ pri! 11th, he says; "I attended my school, and was sorry to 
filld that the boys had sustainl'd brent loss in my absence, not-
1\jlh~tandin g a young man had given them instruction every 
cl.l~·" Tbe congregation had also necessarily suffered during 
1,; absellce; but he was glad to find that the greater part of 
t Iw lIlpmbers had been diligent in the means of grace, The 
fo lio\\ illg' cxtracts from Mr. Morgan's journal will not be unin­
tne~llIlg here ;-
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April 27th, 1823.-1 preacbed in J aloof-Town in the morning, and in the after­
noon at Soldier-Town, to small congregations. In the evening I went again to 
preacb in Jaloof-Town, where my mind was greatly pained to see so few attending 
to hear the word of God, wbile the people were sauntering about by hundreds in 
the streets and walks. Wl,en I came to tbe meeting-bouse, I found no one pre­
sent but my little society; upon whicb I determined to take my people into the 
street, and preach tbere ; and by tbis means I collected together about a hundred 
persons. 

n1ay l st.-After school I preached at Soldier-Town. 'fhis last week we have 
heen favoured witb a strong breeze from the sea, which has rendered the air plea­
santly cool. May tbe Lord's name be praised, I still enjoy good healtb, wbich 
long aflliclion has taugbt me to appreciate more highly than in any former period 
of my life. I tbink I never felt better, nor ever more tbankful for this inestimahle 
blessing. May the Lord belp me to show forth his praise by labouring more dili. 
gently in bis service! In the evening I preached in Jaloof-Town. 

5th.-This morning I met the society. Several seemed deeply impressed with a 
sense of their depravity, and we had a solemn meeting. After preacbing in Jaloof­
Town in the morning, and in Soldier-Town in t he afternoon, in tbe evening I 
preached again in tbe street, and to a large congregation. 

l Oth.-My heart is deeply impressed with a sense of tbe goodness and mercy of 
God towards me. He coutinues to bless me with health ; and I recollect no period 
of my life in wbich I was more bappy t.han tbe present. I feel deligbt in my work, 
and am able to prosecute it with great hope of success. This evening, after school, 
I preached in Jaloof-Town. 

12th, Sunday.-This morning I met the society as usual; all present. I preached 
in the morning and afternoon in the meeting-houses j and in the evening stood in 
tbe st.reet near the dwelling of some Greots, a most degraded set of people, who get 
theu' living by dancing, dmmming, and singing at festivals, &c. They are almost 
always in liquor, and in their mode of living come nearer the brute tban any people 
I bave seen. I was led to hope that tbe novelty of my preacbing at their d001~ 
would attract their attention; but in this I was disappointed, as not one of tbem 
appeared, though several of them understand a little English. I had none to hear 
me but my own people, for tbe novelty begins to wear off; but if I am spared, I 
will preacb at one place more next Sunday evening, that every part of the tOITn 
may have an opportlJ.nity of hearing. 

26tb.-My congregations in tbe bouse to-day were much larger tban usual. In 
tbe eveuing I took my stand at a place wbere many could bear me in their houses. 

27th.-This evening, in Soldier-Town, I was much encouraged by the attention 
and increase of my congregations. 

July 3d.-After school I preached in Soldier-Town, and was followed homc by 
a young Jaloof man, whom I have long absented to be very attentive, and wllo 
gave me the happiness to hear a detailed account of his conversion. One good 
mark of his sincerity is, that he manifests a great concern for the salvation of his 
countrymen, and embraces e,Jery opporttmity to caution and instruct them ; telling 
them what God has done for him . 

Tbis is truly the day of small things here; but I thank God, that in my litlle 
sphere I am often encouraged by a hope of increjlse j and my society, though small, 
contains several instances of the converting grace of God. 

Nly school, though small, is encouraging. It consists of about twenty-five boys, 
with seven adults , who attcllrl in the evenings and on the Sunday mornings j and it 
pften tends to support my mind when walking to the meeting, and cast down hy 
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the anticipation of a small congregation, to be accompanied by such a number of 
the children of harlots, drunkards, sabbath.breakers, and thieves; anel nearly half 
of them with their Bibles in their hands, to read after me the word of God. 

13th, Sunrlay.-This morning I met the society, preached, and baptized a young 
man. I preached again twice in the following parts of the day, and afterwards had 
much conversation with a man-aboo. He affords me hut little ground to hope that 
he has been benefited by fonner rliscourses which we h ave had together, as he is 
totally ignorant of his natural depravity; and till he is convicted and condemned in 
his own conscience, I can entertain very little hope of doing him good, though I 
think it might be an easy thing to make a convert of him to a profession of Chlis­
ti"nity. This, however, would he of no advantage either to him or to the church. 
IT e talked candidly; praised the moral precepts of the Koran; and stated some dif­
ficulties which he felt in acknowledging the truth of the Bible, but which were all 
founded on the prejurlices of habit and education. He told me, that the principal 
thing which led him to think that the Christian religion might be from God, was 
the disposition of Christians to do good to others. He had observed that I 
instructed the children gratuitously, without respect to persons, and freely gave 
advice to any who asked for it. He was also certain that if the Mohammedans had 
the power which the Christians have in this island, they would put us all to death, 
whereas he saw that the manaboos were permitted to live among us without 
molestation. I-Ie also adveJied to our abolition of the Slave-Trade as a proof of the 
sllperiOJity of the spirit of Christianity to Mohammedanism. 

20th, Sunday.-I met the society, who seemed in a good spirit. The congrega­
tions, through the day, much as usual. It affords me much pleasure to see that 
.e,'eral of them enjoy religion, by their voluntatily assembling together for devo­
tional exercises, 

August 4th.-1 visited the sick, and felt much pleasm'e with ()ne )loor woman 
WllO ltlY in the most excruciating pain. Her husband, an irreligious man, seemed 
to Hlurmur at Divine Providence; saying, H 1\1e no sabby," (know,) "massah, what 
for that poor woman get that bad sick: too much pain catch her this time, me no 
sahllY \\hat for." The poor woman immediately rebuked him, though almost inca­
pable of moving on ber bed j saying, " Ah, no talkey so! no let poor ~inner say he 
no sahby what for sick catch him: we been do wicked enough." 

1 h.-T desiJ'e to be lmfeiguedly thankful to Almighty God, that I enjoy good 
health thus far through the rains; and that, while the greater part of the Europeans 
on the island, ane! many natives, are sick, nothing has hithelio prevented my 
aUenrling 10 preaching and to the school. 

Sell\. 3rl.-After school I preached in Soldier·Town. My marroboo still perse­
to; in learning to read English. 

ith,-l spent t.he evening in conversing vdth my malTaboo on things relating to 
hi .. :;'0111. [talked to him of experimental religion, and endeavoured to show him 
t h.< t\l'pr,lYitr of his natnre, and the necessity of regeneration. Two young men of 
1\1'. ('01111\1) were present, ,,,ho belong to the society, and have lately obtained justi­
t\ i It; t,til h j and they confirmed to him what I said from their own experience, at 
\\ hieh he {'xprr:ss~d great astonishment. Mter having pointed out the justice and 
hi 1ill(''i~ of noel, and man's corruption and disobedience, I was led to hope that be 

J. somrthing of the sinfulness of 11is nature, and of his need of a Saviotll', as he 
I l'I~ll IlI1iCh ('onccrnrrl, and said, he had always thought well of himself, seei ng 

ul hl'l'lI Lmght to rcall when a Cl1ild, and had alJstained from strong drink; 
Lilt btl" hf' fl'arccl he ~hOllld go to hell. He says, he see::; that every thing I tell 
! ill! 1 trn,'. hut he knows llot \\ hat to do; and thj::;, J hcliev(', is the case; hut I 
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fear his heal-t is not sufficiently impressed with a sense of its importance, to stand 
the trial to which he will be exposed as soon as the marraboos take alarm; when, 
if it be in their power, they will injure him; and he will have need to take care 
of being poisoned. His father, too, is now absent; and, on his return, will undoubt_ 
edly disinberit bim, unless be abandons my house. 

23d.-This day I was visited in my school by a strange marraboo, who is consi_ 
dered as a sort of metropolitan in this place. He appears to be the most learned 
among ,them, as he can read my Arabic Bible; and he was desirous of disputillg 
with me iu favour of Mohammedanism; llUt his argnments were much the same as 
tbose of the rest who visit and binder me almost every day, and al'e not wortb 
repeating. 

Oct. 4th.-1 went to my garden, wbich I bave made on the lot of land enclosed 
for the mission-house; and was sorry to find that all my labour bas been in I'aill 
for this year, as the grasshoppers bave fallen by tens of thousands on my young 
vegetables, alld destroyed them all. 

7th.-1n the evening, after school, I went into several yards, and invited the 
slaves to attend the preaching, tln'ough the medium of an interpreter, in the Jaloof 
language. Many promised to come; and about six 0' clock my house was tlu'onged 
to such an extent, that I went through the service trembling lest the floor sholtld 
give way, and let us down iuto the warebouse below. My interpreter executed his 
office with much ability. Heretofore I bave been afraid to trust even to the best 
that I could get; but this young man is a J aloof, and knows his language well ; 
and has, besides, a mucb better knowledge of Englisb tbau most of his countrymen, 
having, within this last year, since I have kept scbool, been taugbt to read i~ the 
Bible, so as to get througb a plain cbapter witb little difficrtlty. His crowning 
qualification, however, is, that God' has graciously given him to experience In his 
soul the blessedness of that trutb which he assists in declariug to others. My 
malTaboo was present, with mauy of hls tribe; and I conversed a long while with 
him after the sel'\~ce, as he expressed himself much interested in what he had 
heard. My interpreter, and another of his countrymen wbo bas lately been 
brought iu some measure uuder the influence of the gospel, delivered what I said 
in Jaloof; and they related to him their experience, at whicb he expressed mneh 
wonder. He said, he bad been taught to read the Alcoran from a child, and had 
abstained from strong drink; but bad never beard of experimental religion, or that 
a malTaboo had ever known his sins forgiven him in thls life. I asked him if he 
knew any tbing of original sin. He replied, tbat be knew all men were polluted 
by Adam's fall; . and tbat, on account of hls depravity and disobedience, he was 
driveu from God's presence. I tbeu, in hope of sho,,~ng him tbe necessity of a 
Saviow:, asked him by what means be expected a reconciliation to be elfected 
between God and man, and tbe latter made fit to be re-admitted into the Divine 
presence. He replied, that tbey expect all their actual sins to be freely pardoned 
wheu they believe Mohammed; and from the pollution of the original ofl'ence, the)' 

look to be delivere,] 1)y external washing witb water, which, as oft as t.hey pray, 
they apply to such parts of the body as they think were most active or instrumental 
in the transgression. Thus tbey wash the legs and feet wbicb bore the otrendel~ 
to tbe tree, the eyes which saw tbe forbidden frwt, the hands and arms which 
gathered it, the nose which smelt it, and tbe mouth which ate it; and lest Adam 
and Eve should have had occasion to stoop to get under the tree, tbey wash the 
Imees . I asked him, if he thought the beart had nothing to do in it. He replied, 
that the heart certainly desil'cd it; but, having no way of washing that part, they 
rested content with doing what is in their power. 
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I am not certain whether what I have said to him has had any good effect or 
not; but time will determine: and I have great reason to believe that it has not 
been altogether in vain in other respects. Our conversations have generally taken 
place in the evening in my house, when two J aloof youths were present, who are 
leal1ung to read, and who can neither talk nor understand English. As I have 
frequently talked to the marraboo in J aloof, through the medinm of the interpreter, 
they have had the advantage of hearing our dialogue, and I have often observed 
them very attentive. One of them came to me privately, a few days ago, and 
begged me to teach him how he must pray to God. I think they are both under 
serious impressions, and they are on trial for admission into the society. * 

Thus did this excellent missionary continue to labour durin g 
the whole of this rainy season, with scarce any interruption. It 
may with truth be said, he was « instant in season, out of sea­
son," teaching and preaching both in-doors and out, visiting the 
sick and the dying, and holding long conversations with the 
deluded followers of the false prophet. « To the weak became he 
as weak, that he might gain the weak: he was made all things 
to all men, that he might by all means save some." (1 Cor. ix. 
22.) Nor did he labour in vain, as the preceding extracts show. 
The « J ollof young man," who followed him home, and gave 
him a detailed account of his conversion, and whom he employed 
as his interpreter, some time after became a local preacher) 
and, eventually, an assistant missionary. 

Mr. Morgan having strongly solicited an additional mis­
sionary for St. Mary's, that he might proceed to the new settle­
ment at Macarthy's Island, which presented a promising open­
ing for a new mission, the Missionary Committee towards the 
close of the year appointed Mr. Hawkins to the Gambia; who 
was solemnly ordained, and set apart for this important work, at 
the 'Wesleyan chapel, Deptford, on the 10th of February, 1824. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins left London on the 3d of March, to 
embark at Gravesend ; but they did not arrive in Africa till 
about the midcUe of the following month. Mr. Morgan, under 
date of April 14th, writes: "This morning arrived the brig 
, Asoph,' having on board brother and sister Hawkins. This to 
me is a cause of much thankfulness, as I was beginnin g to 
dcspair of going up the river this year." The next day Mr. 
Nlorgan was engaged in seeking a suitable house for his new 
friends, but could find none; so, after a few days' hospitable 
entertainment at Mr. C. Grant's, they took up their abode ill 
the" hired house" which Mr. Morgan had occupied, until the 
wission-housc, which was in course of erection, should be 
tiuished. Mr. Hawkins was the first married missionary 

* "~liss iona.ry NoLices/ ' '-01. iv. pp. 217-249, 261. 
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appointed to this station . He immediately entered upon his 
work: )\I{rs. Hawkins soon raised a female school, and felt a 
pleasure in impa,rting to these "hlack lambs" the usual 
branches of an elementary education. 

On the 22d of this month, Mr. Morgan embarked on board 
the brig" Asoph" for Macarthy's Island, and arrived there on 
the 28th, nothing particular having occurred on the passage, 
except the excessive heat. On leaving St. Mary's, the thermo­
meter stood at 80°; but after one or two days' sail, from cleven 
A .il1. to five P.M., it was never below 91° in the cabin, and on 
the deck, under an awning, it was 118°. 

The following extracts from Mr. Morgan's journal will 
exhibit the difficulties and toils connected with the formation 
of a new mission, in an uncivilized and barbarous country, like 
the interior of Africa :----c 

April 29th .- This morning I went ashore, and took up my residence in an empty 
hut, the property of M1'. Grant, who is trading here, and is brother to our excel­
lent fri end at St. Mary's . 

May I st.-I desire to be unfeignedly thankful to Almighty God that I bave 
health in the most unfavourable circumstances; being, witb two school-boys, and 
my baggage, huddled up in a small circular hut, which can scarcely be called a 
shed, and so sUlTounded by buts as to be inaccessible to the breeze. 

2d, Sunday.-TWs morning I held sen'ice in a small house near the .Barracks. 
The soldiers, about thirteen, who are stationed in tbe Barracks, under the command 
of a sergeant, were marched to the place. Several discharged soldiers, wbo arc 
settled on the island, (all black,) attended with the ship's company in wWcb I 
came, two traders and some natives, so that I had a tolerably good congregation 
for a commencement. I preached again in the evening. The heat tbrough tbe 
day was almost intolerable. This morning, before the sun rose, the thermometer 
stood at 80°; at two P.M., 1100 j in the SUD, 1250 

j near the ground, 128°, 
3d.-This morning I preacbed again to the soldiers; my congregation small, as 

it \vas in the evening; but yet I see among the old soldiers recently discbarged a 
degree of attention wbich I did not expect; for, when enrolled at St. Mary's, t,bey 
never attended divine service except when compelled, which was once on the 
sabbath. Now they voluntarily attend twice. On tbe first sabbatb, several of 
tbem were working about their bouses. I spoke to them of tbe evil of violating 
the Lord's day, and tbey desisted. 

lOth.-This afternoon the king of Cahtabah visited the island; he told us that 
be was now about to take a decisive step in the war. His troops were encamped 
opposite tne fort on the mainland. He came to beg rum, tobacco, gunpowder, 
or any tiling and every thing he coulel get from Mr. Grant. I conversed with him 
a considerable time on my intention to settle on the island, and asked if he had any 
sons whom be wished to have instructed: be said be bad two, llilld would give 
them t.o me if I came among them. In the evening he commenced his march 
against Kimmingtang, who is waiting his approach on high ground at Cullareell. 
The king's people have long been kept waiting for a day wWcll they superstitiously 
hope may prove favourable to them; and it seems that the marrahoos of the king 
of Cahtabah and those of his allies are at variance ill their divinations, and both are 
inclined to respect their own oracles. The king's marraboos say, that if they 
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march, it will be fatal to them. But the king of Wooley's marraboos declare that 
by marching they will insure success: this has also occasioned a delay, and I 
believe they proceeded on this day rather from necessity than choice, as they had 
consumed all their rice and corn, aud appeared half·starved. 

13th.-This morning the king's warriors returned, having advanced far enough 
to get a sight of the enemy. Their courage then failed them, and they returned: 
the king of Wooley's people went home, and by the way were ranted by a detach­
ment of Kimmingtang's army, whom they immediately offered to join; bnt he 
refused their service. 

16th.-This morning and evening I held service again: the congregation as usual. 
The heat to-day has been ahnost intolerable: at nine A.M. thermometer 96', at 

two P.M. 106'. I was almost led to fear that I should not be able to live here; 
but while men actuated by the love of gold expose themselves to such inclemencies, 
r trust that the love of souls will not be less influential on me. 

17th.-'l'his afternoon the heat is very oppressive. Thermometer, in the after­
noon, no' in the house; in the sun, 140'. J had a slight attack of fever.* 

On the 20th, the first tornado for the year commenced, which 
« raised the dust in such clouds," says Mr. Morgan, « that it 
almost suffocated us before the rain came on." The following 
morning, he writes: (( Through the Lord's mercy, I am better, 
but rather weak. I expect no fever till to-morrow, as the fever 
of this country is generally intermittent." The next day he 
held a long conversation with some marraboos from the east, 
and with the chief of Yannimaroo; and" the heat being into­
lerable in my hut," he writes, "for want of the breeze, I went 
with my four school-boys under the shade of a tree, to teach 
them; but a fresh breeze blowing over the land, brought such 
a current of heat, that I returned to my cabin again." 

The rains had commenced before he had done much in the 
way of erecting a suitable residence; and being ill with fever, 
and having no medical aid at hand, a favourable opportunity, 
too, presenting itself of proceeding to St. Mary's, where he 
was desirous of spending some time with Mr. Hawkins, Mr. 
Morgan was kindly taken on board Mr. Chown's cutter, and 
sailed with him for St. Mary's, at the latter end of this month. 
« The first tornado at St. Mary's took place on the same 
day that he reached there." The mission premises at that 
station were now nearly completed; and on the 8th of J nne 
Mr. Morgan writes: "This evening I preached in our new' 
house, that is, in the under part of the new house, iuto which 
we are about to remove. The congregation was comparatively 
large." The following evening was the missionary prayer­
meeting; and the brethren were pleased and profited by heaJring 
some of the members of the society engage in prayer. « They 

* II Nlissionary Notices," vol. iv. pp. 357, 358. 
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evidently prayed both with the heart and the understanding." 
Three members had been added to the female class during Mr. 
Morgan's absence. 

On the 15th of the same month, Mr. Morgan says :- " This 
morning I went to Cape-Town with Mr. Thompson, one of the 
Quakers, to receive some instruction in ploughing, he having a 
plough there at work. He kindly gave me such instructions as, 
I trust, will enable me to introduce the same excellent system 
of cultivation further in the interior." * 

The mission-house, a good substantial stone building, about 
forty feet by twenty in the olear, with shingled roof, being now 
finished, Mr. Morgan writes:-

We are now got into our new house, in which we are tolerably comfortable, both 
as it respects an habitation and a place for "Worship. We have both under the 
same roof; the under-part being a very conyenient and sufficiently commodious 
place for our meetings and the school. Respecting our prospects here, I haye the 
happiness to inform you, that the hopes I have often expressed of seeing successful 
days in St. Mary's I am still encouraged to indulge. Several of the natiYes, I trust, 
are not far from the kingdom of heaven. Our school still affords us encourage. 
mellt, and now proceeds with increased energy. Sister Hawkins has also a school 
of twenty black girls. t 

* About this time a philanthropic attempt was made to benefit the Negro race, 
principally by the Society of Fdends, in which the late Mrs. Kilham took a promi. 
nent part. Early in 1822, Mr. W. Singletoll was sent out on a visit to Mrica, hv 
the Committee of a Society It for Promoting African Instruction." He visited 
Sierra-Leone and the Gambia; and at the latter place, accompanied by Mr. Morgan 
and two or tln'ee other Europeans, he paid a visit to the king of Combo, and some 
other places on the river. The object of this Society, in addition to school. 
instnlction, was to couple with that a correct knowledge of agriculture; and some 
attention was paid to the native languages. Mrs . Kilham had taken under her care 
two Mricaus, whom she met in London; and during the following year the saDie 
Committee sent out other" Friends." "The little company of settlers, consisting 
of Hannah KiTharn, Richard Smith, John Thompson, and his sister Ann Thompson, 
and the two natives, embarked at Gravesend, on board the' James,' bound for SI. 
Mary's, in the Gambia, on the 26th of tenth month, 1823." On the 8th of Decem· 
bel', this little band a.lTived safely at St. Mary's; and shorlly after they proceeded 
to Baccow, or Cape-Town, the proposed place of their settlement. But ill this 
case, as in many others, the great barrier to success was the climate. The two 
females were tbe only persons who lived to return to England; John Thompson 
having died on his passage borne, and Richard Smitb on the Coast.. Mr. Smith 
was visited during his illness by Mr. Morgan and Mr. Hawkins; and the former 
was with him when be expired, on July 30th, 1824. 

IVlrs. Kilham continued to visit the Coast of Mrica fol' several years after thill, 
and her " labours were not in vain in the Lord;" but she died at sea, while on her 
passage from Libeda to Sierra-Leone, on the 31st of March, 1832; and" her grave 
is the boundless deep." (See" Memoirs of Hannah Kilbam," pp. 170, 474.) 

t "Report of the Wesleyan-Methodist Missionary Society for 1824," p. 43. 
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Mr. Hawkins about the same time wrote :-

I have reason to bless God tbat I ever came to St. Mary's. I am engaged in 
the work in which my beart delights, and it is most encouraging to see so many 
attend our services, since we opened the new preaching-place, whicb is under tbe 
house in whicb we live. My work is to meet tbe class on tbe Sunday mornings at 
nine o'clock, preacb at half-past ten, attend the prayer-meetings at tbree, and 
preach at six in the evening; again on Tuesdays at seven in the evening, on Wed­
nesdays at tbe same hour, and also on Fridays; which makes five sermons in the 
week; in addition to whicb, I attend the day-school, in which tbere are upwards of 
thirty boys. Mrs. Hawkins meets the women's class at nine on Sunday morning; 
an,l she bas a girls' school, in whicb she has about twenty children, who are taught 
to read and sew. Thus we endeavour to make ourselves useful; bnt tbe igno­
rance and sin which abound on the island are great; and the natives are in a 
most deplorable state, sunk into the lowest deptbs of iniquity. * 

Soon after this, both Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins were attacked 
with fever; and, it being their first season, they « were near 
death, from which they recovered very slowly." Mr. Morgan 
was therefore in his proper place at St. Mary's, rendering all 
the assistance he possibly could to his colleague and his wife in 
their affliction, and attending to the duties of the mission as far 
as his own constitution, which had received a shock, would per­
mit. The mission family at St. Mary's were, however, though 
much afflicted, happily preserved in life during the year, and 
"kindly for each other cared." 

But the year did not close at Sierra-LeoDe, before the society 
were called to lament the loss of another valuable labourer, 
in the death of Mr. Harte, who died on the 27th of December, 
1824, after nine days' illness. 

HENRY T. HARTE, it will perhaps be recollected, arrived at 
Sierra-Leone with Mr. Piggott, on the 19th of March, 1824, 
where he was received as an angel of God by the afflicted 
societies, who had been deprived by death of both their former 
pastors. He laboured most cordially and zealously with Mr. 
Piggott, and the rains had passed without materially affecting 
his health; he not having, it would appear, an attack of what 
is called "the country-fever," until the 18th of December. 
Medical aid was promptly resorted to, and the members of the 
society were particularly kind and attentive during his illness. 
Mr. Piggott, who communicated the intelligence of his death to 
the Missionary Committee, speaking of the affection of the 
people for their afflicted pastor, says: "I am persuaded, if 
prayers, or any thing they could do, would have prevailed with 

* "RepOli of tbe Wesleyan-Methodist Mission"",), Society for 1824," p. 43. 
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God to spare his life, th3Jt he would have been with us now." 
But neither medical skill, nor the prayers of the people, could 
save him. After two or three days, there was hope of his reco­
very; « the fever had left him, and he began to take bark, and 
ate a little light food;" but a relapse followed this temporary 
improvement, with double violence, and he soon became deli­
rious, 'and so contillued for liear two days. Early on the morn­
ing of the day of his death, he prayed with the friends that sat 
up with him, and said to one of them, « Thank God, my salva­
tion is at hand! Now, Lord, I am ready to come!" He then 
grew much weaker; and about twenty minutes past two in the 
afternoon, without either sigh or groan, his happy spirit took its 
flight from this vale of tears to the place « where the inhabit­
ants shall no more say, I am sick;" « leaving me," adds Mr. 
Piggott, « and a great number of friends, to lament his loss." 
Mr. Harte was pre-eminently a man of prayer and praise. He 
evinced great deadness to the world, and much heavenly­
mindedness . He was a devoted young mall, and an excellent 
missionary; and preferred Sierra-Leone to any other station; 
where, after nine months' and eight days' residence, he '~ died 
in the Lord," in the twenty-seventh year of his age. He was 
buried the day following, in the same grave as Mr. Warren, the 
first Wesleyan missionary who fell in this honourable field of 
labour. « An immense multitude" attended the funeral ; and 
as it was with Stephen, so it was here; « Devout men carried 
him to his burial, and made great lamentation over him." 

Ml'. Piggott, who communicated the substance of the preced­
ing particulars, deeply felt the loss of his faithful colleague ; 
and, findin g the funeral service « too much for his feelings," he 
was kindly assisted by the Rev. G. R. Nylander, one of the 
Church missionaries. Turning from the mournful subject, he 
requested an interest in the prayers of the Committee, that the 
painful visitation might be sanctified, and earnestly requested 
that, as soon as possible, additional help might be sent out to 
him, though he conld not expect it till the close of the next 
rains. H e then adds ;-

I thank God, with respect to myself, 1 am as well as can be expected, consider· 
ing the multiplicity of my engagements, and the painful loss I have sustained. ) 
should he inclined to despair; but wben I consider tbat tbe friends in England are 
praying for poor Africa, that wide field which is already white unto the harvest, bul 
where indeed the labourers are few, I take courage, and go forward j especially 
when I consider that I have not already labonred in vain, nOT spent my strength 
for nought, which will appear evident from the following statement. 
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1)n our anival, we found a society of eighty-one members; bnt this quarter we 
have one hundred, making an increase of nineteen. OUf congregations are very 
encouraging, especially at Free-Town, where we h ave several Europeans also for our 

constant hearers; and I have not the least douht, had we the chapel finished, we 
should have several more. We preach at West-End, Congou-Town, and Portuguese­
Town as usual. At the latter place we are suffering for waut of room, the chapel 
llot being finished. At Free-Town we have a Sunday-school of ahout one hundred 
and forty children. A few small presents for the male children, to encourage 
them, would he very acceptable. At Congou-Town we have opened a Sunday­
school.* 

On the 12th of April, 1\'Ir. Piggott again wrote from Siena­
Leone as follows: (( The Lord has been very gracious to us in 
Africa during the past quarter, notwithstanding my lonely 
situation since the death of my dear brother Harte, and the 
consequent increase of my labour and care. He has fulfilled 
His promise in granting me strength proportioned to my day. 
o that I could more fully rely upon the word of His grace, and 
wait with patience the fulfilment of all His promises! In the 
last quarter the Lord has added to our little flocl ,. about nine 
persons, principally new converts, who promise to be ornaments 
to their profession. Their convictions apparently were deep, 
and their experience is sound. Our congregations at each 
place are somewhat encouraging, which enkindles in my mind 
the hope of seeing better days." Thus did the great Head of 
the church fulfil his promise, (( Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end." Though he buried his workmen, he still carried 
on his work; and while the missionary on this station was 
thankful for past and present success, he was confiding in the 
promises of his almighty llind omnipresent Saviour, and still 
" hoping to see better days." Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins, whom 
we left at the Gambia, in a debilitated state, had by this time 
recovered; but it was not so with Mr. Morgan. He had now been 
in Africa upwards of four years; and during the first and last 
season he had suffered severely from the influence of the climate 
in repeated attacks of fever, and from his exposure to the exces­
Rive beat of the sun by day, and the heavy dews by night, in 
travelling up and down the river, together with the want of a 
snitablc residence, proper food, and medicine. His naturally 
gooll constitution was fast giving way, and, instead of proceed­
ing again to Macarthy's Island, he was obliged to return to 
I~"gland . lIe sailed from St. Mary's for his native country on 
tl,p, 27th of March, 1825, leaving as the fruit of his labonrs, in 
cunjunction with those of his brethren, "a small church of 

* H Mis3ionary Notices," \"01. iv, p. 438. 
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natives, about thirty in number, one of whom had begun to 
preach the gospel." 

By a mind unenlightened by God's Holy Spirit, these results 
would probably be considered a small return for upwards of 
four years' mental and physical labour and toil, by several mis· 
sion(tries, with the consumption of a considerable sum of money, 
the loss of health, and even of life j one, if not two) European 
missionaries having beell sacrificed, in the formation of this 
"small church of natives." But, by those who reflect upon the 
value of the soul, the price given for its redemption, its capabili. 
ties of enjoying endless bliss, and of enduring everlasting woc, a 
different conclusion would be arrived at. And when it is consi· 
dered that those thirty persons, who were formed into a Chris. 
tian c!1Il1'ch, were not mere nominal members, but that the 
greater part of them had experienced a real change of heart, 
and were" new creatures in Christ J esus j" that, though few in 
number, they were of various nations ant! dialects j that they 
had been raised from the deepest ignorance, depravity, and 
superstition, to a state of Christian communion with each 
other, and of holy interconrse and fellowship with God j and 
that" one" out of the" thirty had begun to preach the gos· 
pel j" who does not see that the "return" was not "small," but 
that the fruit was, literally as well as spiritually, at the very least, 
not less than" thirty-fold ?" It was a sufficient l'ecompence fol' 
the past, and it furnished a guarantee and pledge for the future. 
"For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the S01rer, and 
bread to the eater: so shall my word be that goeth forth out of 
my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accom· 
plish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it." (Isai. Iv. 10, 11.) 

Mr. Morgan arrived safe in England, whence, after a sbort 
residence for recruiting his health, he intended to return to 
Africa j but, a cOlil.siderable time having elapsed before he fully 
recovered, the Committee thought it not right to send biro 
again, and he was appoillted to an English circuit j and be has 
since that period been usefully employed in the ministry at 
home. 

'l'hel'e being now but one missionary at the Gambia, Mac· 
!1Irthv's Island remained for some time before it was again 
visit~d by any Wesleyan missionary. Meanwhile, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hawkins were actively and usefully employed at St. Mary'S. 
'rhe school continued to prosper, there being thirty.eight boy~, 
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besides the girls. The class was divided, and the time of meet­
ing altered from the Sunday morning to the week evenings; 
Mr. Hawkins meeting the men, and Mrs. Hawkins the women. 
The members were reported as advancing in their Christian 
course, the Sunday-morning prayer-meeting was well attended, 
and here six of the young men engaged in prayer. The cOllgre­
gations were improving in cleanliness, in order, and in number, 
the chapel being quite full, particularly when the service was in 
J ollof. In speaking of themselves, Mr. Hawkins, under date of 
May 17th, 1825, writes: "In my last I stated that we enjoyed 
tolerably good health, which I am happy to say is the case at the 
present; and I trust the Lord will grant us a continuance of 
the same blessing through the approaching unhealthy season. 
I understand the rains are set in at Sierra-Leone, and that 
some heavy tornadoes have been felt there; but at Bathurst we 
have not yet had much rain. It appears to be the general 
opinion, that this is likely to be a bad season here; but, if it 
should please the Lord to affiict us again, I trust He will grant 
us patience and resignation to His will. vVe beg an interest in 
your prayers, that God may spare our lives, and make us more 
useful. We trust we can say that we are growing in grace, are 
happy in our work, and blest with the smile and approbation of 
God." No death occurred this year at either of the stations; 
and in February, 1826, Mr. Piggott communicated some parti­
culars of a visit which he had paid to the Bullam shore, opposite 
to Sierra-Leone, and gave an interesting account of an inter­
view which he had with the venerable old king, who was 
upwards of one hundred and nine years of age. r1'his African 
chief had been to England twenty years previously, and now 
expressed a strong desire to have a mission with a school estab­
lished in his kingdom. The Timmanee country also was opened 
to receive missionaries. 

Mr. Piggott at Sierra-Leone and Mr. Hawkins at the Gam­
bia having completed their term of service, which, it will be 
recollected, owing to the great mortality, was reduced to two 
"ears on the coast,-the \Vesleyan Missionary Committee in 

Loudon, anxious to preserve as much as possible the lives of 
tlJCir valuable agents, sent out three brethren during this year; 
namely, Messrs. Dawson, Courties, and May. Mr. Dawson 
",,:s a married man, and was intended to succeed Mr. Hawkins 
at the Gambia: but as there was no vessel at that time going to 
the Gambia, and there being one just leaving for Sierra-Leone, 
Mr. al1l1 :Mrs. Dawson embarked on board the « Princess Char­
lotte," on the 4th of April, 1826, and arrived safe at Sierra· 

u 2 
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Leone on Friday, May 26th, about four o'clock in the afternoon, 
intending to proceed to the Gambia by one of tbe first monthly 
packets, which at that time regularly sailed between the two 
"~ttlements. But they had not been there -long before Mr. 
Dawson was seized with the country fever, and was for some 
tim€) dangerously ill. He was not recovered wben M rs. Dawson 
was attacked with every symptom of the same disease. 
Though medical aid was promptly rendered, it was without suc­
cess; and on "Tuesday, August 1st, twenty minutes before five 
in the morning, without either struggle or groan, she breathed 
her last." A short account of this excellent woman appeared in 
the "Obituary" department of the "Wesleyan 1Ylagazine " for 
June of the· following year. 

MRS. DAWSON was a woman of deep personal piety, having 
"for some time loved the Lord her God with all her heart, and 
soul, and mind, and strength." Though her residence in 
Sierra-Leone was sbort, it was sufficient to convince those who 
knew her, that she was an "Israelite indeed, in whom was no 
guile;" and she bid fair to be a bright luminary in that part of 
the Heathen world. But" God moves in a mysterious way:" 
her sun went down at noon-day; but there was light in "the 
valley of the shadow of death." She did not regret going to 
Africa, but exclaimed, "The best of all is, God is with me!" 
"Sme was willing to live, if the Lord thought good ; nor less 
willing to die." The latter was chosen by her heavenly Father; 
and she died in the full triumph of faith, on the morning of 
August 1st, in the twenty-seventh year of her age, after a 
residence in the colony of only two months and five days. 

After the loss of his excellent wife Mr. Dawson remained for 
some time with Mr. Piggott, assisting him in the Sierra-Leone 
mission; and in a joint letter from these brethren written about 
this time, the society there was said to be in a state of great 
peace and unity, and at one of the chapels prayer-meetings 
were held every morning at five o'clock. A few followers of the 
false prophet ·had renounced Mohammedanism, had embraced 
Christianity, joined the society, and become consistent, humble, 
and sincere Christians. 

At the Gambia, the cause was gradually, though not rapidly, 
advancing, the school was promising, and among the adults" a 
few had been brought to God in truth." 

From the very commencement of these missions the members 
of the society had been taught that it was a duty and a privi-
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lcge to contribute towards their support; and this they cheer­
fully did as far as their poverty would permit. In addi tion to what 
was raised in the societies in the way of class an d ticket mone~ 
allnual subscriptions were solicited by the missionaries from th\ 
European residents, or others who were favourably disposed to 
the missions. This plan had been adopted for four years, with 
pleasing success, as the annual lleport will show; and though 
the Gambia had the precedence in this good work, the example 
was speedily followed at Sierra-Leone. During the year the 
annual sUbscriptions at Sierra-Leone were £8, and at St. Mary's 
they amounted to £20. 48. 

On the 2mh of October the brethren Courties and May 
embarked at Gravesend on board the (( Cato," bound for Sierra­
Leone; but, owing to contrary winds, they did not get clear of 
the English Channel until the 2d of November; on the 10th 
they passed the Madeira islands, and on the 28th « dropped 
anchor in Free-Town harbour." Mr. May had suffered severely 
from sea-sickness most of the voyage; and Mr. COUl-ties, on the 
day they made the land, was attacked with a violent headache, 
accompanied with vomiting, which excited some alarm lest it 
should prove to be the (( country fever;" but such was not the 
case, and he was so far recovered as to be able to go on shore a 
few hours after they came to an anchor. On arriving at Sierra­
Leolle, they found Mr. Piggott recovering from a severe attack 
of fever, which lIas the first he had experienced. Mr. Dawson 
at this time was tolerably well; and they were both cheered 
and encouraged by the presence and timely arrival of these new 
brethren, to whom they gave a cordial welcome.* Their recep­
tion by the native converts, though more simple in the 
manner of expressing it, was not less affectionate and encou­
raging. One of the brethren, in writing to a friend in Eng­
land, under date of December 17th, 1826, and referring to this, 
says, "The simplicity and affectionate manner of their receiv­
ing 11S was very striking indeed. Some said, (Tank God, new 
ll1assas go for come! God bring em over de great water safely: 

* Since writing the above, I have received a letter from the Rev. W. Piggott, 
from which it appears, that the" Cato" came illto the harbour of Siena-Leone 
f'arly that morning, unknown to the missionary on the spot j aDd iYIr. May, accom· 
11I''lied by n friend, had found his way to the mission -house. l\1r. Dawson, being 
1he fil'st to hear the ne'ws, hastened to Mr. Piggott's bed-room door, and awoke 
him, hy knocking and shonting, " A missionary! A missionary is come!" ,. My 
door was Soon open," \yrites Mr. Piggott j "when Mr. M'Cormack introduced Mr. 
May. ,,110 said he had left Mr. Courtics on board, he being rather poorly. After 
brcaHast ~[essrs. Dawson and May took boat to fetch Mr. COUlties." 
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dat very good.' One of our friends belonging to Portuguese. 
Town told me, that his heart was (too glad,' that is, very glad, 
at our safe arrival j and then, in all his native simplicity, asked 
how my (friend do ?' that is, all my relations and Christian 
friends. When I told him that they were all well when I left, 
he replied, (Dat good, dat very good j my heart too much 
glad.'" '1'he same missionary observes: « I often wish that I 
possessed the gift of tongues: then I should be able to address 
them in their own language, and tell them of the wonderful 
works of God." 

This harmless wish to possess « the gift of tongues" has, no 
doubt, been as innocently indulged in by many a missionary ill 
modern times, especially in those countries where, on his first 
arrival, he fiuds himself as helpless as a man sent to the quarry 
without a hammer, or to the forest without an axe j for there 
he is speechless until he has acquired a knowledge of the Ian. 
guage. And the acquisition of this in most cases requiring at 
least twelve months, this is no small trial of faith and patience ; 

I for though his heart is burning with love to the perishing souls 
around him, he must remain the greater part of this time 
entirely useless, not being able to hold one intelligible conversa­
tion with the natives, on the subj ect of their everlasting welfare. 
But the inhabitants in the British settlements on the Western 
Coast of Afri ca being generally of the same class of people as 
those in the West Indies, who soon acquire a kind of jargon 
which they call English,* and which, strange as it may sound 
to an English ear, is soon understood j the missionary in 
Western Africa is not so circumstanced as some of the brethren 
in the East Indies, and other parts of the Pagan world j for he 
may at once commence his ministry among them; and though 
this murdering of the queen's English cannot be commended 
in the pulpit, yet in common conversation on matters of business, 
as also in some of the society meetings, it may be tolerated, at 
least for some time, for the sake of benefiting those ncwly­
importer! liberated Africans, whose knowledge of the English 
language is necessarily so imperfect, that this Negro patois is 
the only means of holding communication with them.t 

* "The frequency of Europeans on tbe coast bas introduced among tbe natives 
a kind of lingua Franca sufficient for the purposes of trade; tbougb it is not 
uncommon to meet with individuals among them who can speak English, French, 

Dutch, or Portuguese with tolerable ftuency."-DR. '¥INTERBO'ITOM. 

l' The following extract from the work of a fair authoress on Sierra-Leone, 
recently published, will i11ust.rate t,his :-

II Not long after coming to t,his connt.ry, we ha,ppened to get some green peas. 
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class of voluntary residents at Sierra-Leone are Europeans, 
principally from Great Britain, the English language is becom­
ing increasingly prevalent; aud though, from the continued 
importation of l~berated Africans, the miserable jargon called 
" English" will not speedily die away, yet, from the intercourse 
the natives have with the English, and others who have been 
educated in England, and especially from the numerous day­
schools which are in operation in different parts of the penin­
sula, our own pure mother tongue is now, and will be, the 
great instrument of communicating instruction to the tens of 
thousands in the colony of Sierra-Leone, and Ultimately to 
" the regions beyond." 

But though" the gift of tongues)' is not absolutely needed 
in prosecuting missiouary labour, in this or in any other part of 
the Heathen world, the gift of the Holy Ghost is needed; and 
this is earnestly sought by every missio'llary, and is graciously 
vouchsafed in answer to fervent aud believing prayer. Though not 
sent in that abundant and miraculous manner in which it was 
communicated on the day of Pentecost, thank God, on all our 
mission-stations in V{estern Africa it has been vouchsafed; 
many a baptismal and heavenly flame of holy fire has descended 
upon the congl'egations in that torrid zone, and many a gra­
cious and teeming shower of spiritual rain has come down in 
that tropical clime on those hallowed assemblies; and the moral 
soil, the fallow ground of man's hard heart, has been broken, 
softened, and watered; the seed has been deposited, and, 
being again watered by the Holy Spirit, it has sprung up and 
produced fruit, (( in some thirty, some sixty, a.nd in some an 
hundred fold." 

But, to return from this short digression, to the t.hread of the 
narrative of these missions: A few months after the arrival of 
Messrs. Courties and May at Siena-Leone, Mr. Piggott 
retnrned to England, and Mr. Dawson proceeded to his proper 
appointment at the Gambia, to succeed Mr. Hawkins. These 
two brethren had more than filled their term of service; but 
Mr. Piggott having passed two years at Sierra-Leone without 
having the fever, though he (( sensibly felt the kindness of the 
Committee in offering to remove him to another station," he at 
the same time said, (( I am happy in this land of darkness, 
especially since the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Dawson, and an 
assurance that I have an interest in your prayers. I do not, 
therefore, ask a removal to another station. No. I know of 
no one that I could make choice of in preference t.o this ; but 
I ask for help." In the same communication, (June 7th, 
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1826,) he thought it might be necessary, after some time 
longer, to return to his native country to recruit his strength ; 
for though he had his health, he felt much debilitated. 
W e have, in a preceding page, stated that at the close of 
the rains of that year he had a severe attack of fever, which 
was the first he had during his residence in the colony; 
and as his health and strength had now failed him, and the 
station was re-inforced with two missionari es, his way was 
open to return to England, which he did by way of the Gambia, 
having accompanied Mr. Dawson to that station, which place 
they reached on the 12th of February of the following year; 
and on Monday, May 7th, he left the Gambia with Mr. and 
Mrs. Hawkins for England, and after a quick passage they 
arrived in safety at Portsmouth, on the 7th of June. At the 
Conference of 1827, Mr. Piggott was appointed to Bury St. 
Eelmund's, and his ministry since that period has been confined 
to England. Mr. Hawkins, at the preceding Conference, had 
been appointed to Antigua; but Mr. Dawson being detained at 
Sierra-Leone by ill health, and subsequently by the sickness 
and death of his wife, Mr. Hawkins 110bly stood his ground 
another year at the Gambia, and ' did not ' leave till Mr. 
Dawson arrived; soon after which he, with his excellent wife, 
safely arrived with Mr. Piggott in England. Mr. Hawkins at 
the same Conference received an appointment to the Waltham­
Abbey circuit ; but before the Methodistical year closed, he 
sailed for Antigua, and has ever since that period been labour­
ing as a Wesleyan missionary in the West Indies. 
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STATE of the Mission at both Stations-Extract of Letters-Appointment of 
Messrs. Munro and Peck to Sierra.Leone, and Mr. Marshall to St. Mary's­
Their Departure-Remarks-Their Arrival and Reception-Death of Mr. Ma) 
-Letter from Mr. Peck-Sketch of Mr. May's Life-Mr. and Mrs. Mar. 
shall's Arrival at the Gambia-Extracts-Capture of Slave·Vessels-Illness of 
Mr. Courties-Sails for England in a very weak State-Dies at Sea-Charac· 
ter of Mr. COlll:ties~Letter from Mr. Marshall at the Gambia-And from 
Messrs. Mllllro and Peck at Sierra.Leone-The Pemsal of such Letters truly 
refreshing-In the Midst of Life we are in Death-Messrs. M,mro and Peck 
both cut down as Flowers of the Field-Letter from Messrs. Betts and 
Davey of the Church Missionary Society, announcing the Deaths of Messrs. 
Munro and Peck-Sketches of their Characters-The Impression produced 
among the Friends of Missions in England on hearing of this great Amount of 
Mortality--The dying Fears, Hope, and Faith of Mr. Peck on the Subject of 
tills Mission-The previous Statement of the Committee, that they had never 
wanted a Man when needed, still suhstantially correct-Mr. Keight ley embarks 
for this Mission-Arrival at Sierra·Leone-Extract from Iris first Letter-Mr. 
amI Mrs. Marshall at the Gambia-State of tlris Mission-Death of ~lr. 

Marshall-Sketch-Death of Mrs, Marshall two Days after she arrived ill 
Hristol-Sketch of her Character-The Orphan Boy and black Nurse­
Reflections. 

DURING the year 1827, the brethren were preserved in tole· 
rable health, and the work of God was gradually progressing at 
both the stations. In a private letter addressed to a friend 
near Manchester by Mr. May, dated Free~Town, Sierra· Leone, 
March 5th, 1827, which is now before me, he says: "I feel 
thankful in being able to inform you that both myself and 
colleague are at present qnite well, and feel happy in our minis­
terial work. I meet a class in Portuguese.Town on Sunday 
morning at six o'clock, consisting of twenty members, all black 
people; I think, the most loving people that ever I met with. 
VVe have in the colony ten classes, comprising about ninety. fi ve 
members. I had a profitable season in holding a love· feast at 
Congo-Town on February 18th: I felt both pleased and sn\"· 
prised 'at their artless experience. Our house is close to the 
sea-side, which, I believe, makes it a little more healthy than it 
otherwise would be; for the climate, upon the whole, is very 
unhealthy, and many Europeans have died of the fe l'er since 
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my arrival in the colony." At the Gambia the mlsslOnary 
writes: "Our congregations are large, particularly on sabbath 
mornings, when I preach in English. The principal part of the 
merchants regularly attend, and also their domestics. Our 
school affords great encouragement, increasing in numbers 
every week; and the boys are very attentive. The merchants 
look upon our school as one of the greatest blessings bestowed 
upon St. Mary's; and I have no doubt but it will tend to ren­
der the scholars useful in various ways." Thus wrote Mr. 
Hawkins from Bathurst, before he left the Gambia. 

Mr. ];lawson, in a letter from St. Mary's, dated Bathurst, 
December 31st, 1827, says: "In reporting this station, I feel 
happy in stating that some good has been done the last quar­
tel': to God be all the praise! Some of the members are 
making themselves useful to their fellow-men; they are exhort­
ing them to 'flee from the wrath to come.' This has been a 
means of increasing my evening congregation; and I hope our 
number in society will abundantly augment." The number of 
communicants at this time at the Gambia was forty-three, and 
the school was still increasing; and Mr. Dawson added: "We 
will not' despise the day of small things.' The oak must first 
be an acorn; and there may be some gospel messengers in this 
school, although in embryo." 

The work of God was still extending its influence at Sierra­
Leone, especially among the re-captured Negroes, as will be 
seen from the following extract of a letter from Messrs. Courties 
and May, dated Sierra-Leone, January 8th, 1828:-

It affords us pleasure to be able to iufOl1ll you that a gradual revival of religiou 
appears to be going on amougst us. Our labours are blessed to the conversion of 
.ome, and tbe awakening of others. 

At our quarterly renewal of tickets, we added eighteeu new members; most of 
whom bave not only discovered their need of salvation, but have also experienced 
that God is good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy to all them that 
coil upon Him. 

\Yc also admitted upon trial twenty-seven person" who ,vish to cast in their lot 
amongst us. Several of these were members when Mr. Baker laboured on this 
statiol1, but, for some cause or other, went back into the world; from whence,. as 
poor prodigals, they now wish again to return. 

Our love-feasts have of late been truly pleasing and profitable; for , notwithstanding 
t he manner in which the recaptured Negroes relate their experience in broken 
... x 'cnts, it is very easy to understand them, and to perceive the correspondence 
there is between their relations and the ,"'{ord of God. 

Thallk Gou, thcre is the shout of a King in our camp; and to this King of 
,,, illt . "c gladly giyc the glory of all the goocl that i. done. 

Np" memhers arc added j backsliders arc rctllrning to be heaied; and many 
\\ ho have heen ill society, SO Ule for two, others for three, years, but had not expe-
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riellced the clear knowledge of salvation by tbe remission of tbeir sins, have heen 
stirred up to seek tbis privilege, and some of them have found the invaillahle 
blessing. 

The last night of the year we observed as a watch-night. The congregation, 
althongh at such a late h our, was both large and attentive. 0 that the year upou 
which we have now entered may be marked ,vith ahundant blessings upon our 
Zion! * 

The year upon which these brethren had now entered VJas 
"marked with abundant blessings npon their Zioll j" but there 
was also in connexion with that, towards its close, and soon after­
wards, some painful afflictions and bereavements, as will be seen 
in due course. In the mean time the missionaries were happy 
in God, and helpers of each other's joy. They had in company 
visited the Builam shore, and were anxious to commence a mis­
sion there, only they were afraid of the expense j but they 
found full employment in the colony : the" gradual revival" 
referred to in the preceding letter continued j the nUJ]lber of 
mem bel'S at the Christmas quarter. day had increased from ninety­
five to one hundred and fourteen, with t wenty-seven on trial j 
and at one of the love-feasts not less than fifty spoke of what 
God had done for their souls. 

On the 30th of June, the brethren Courties and May again 
wrote to the Committee:-

_ With respect to th e work on this station, it has been, and still continues to be, 
attended with a slow but gradual .revival. Our nnrobers continue to increase, and 
the members, in general , are regular in tbeir attendance at the classes, and the 
other meanS of grace; and of some of them, we believe, it may be said, that they 
are growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Our number of members this quarter is one hundred and fort.y-six, making au 
increase of sevent.een members, besides ten on trial. 

Tbe preaching-house which we have recently fitted up at Soldiers'-Town, is wen 
attended, and appears ill<cly to be very useful. It is occupied for preaching twice 
on t,he sabbath, and on Thursday evening j every morning in the weelt for a prayer­
meeting; and also on Monday evening for the same purpose. 

In all our chapels prayer-meetings are held between five and six o'clock in the 
morning, and on one evening in the week ; which, ,yitb preaching twice OIl the 
sabbath; and one evening in the week, keeps them all well occupied. 

But we do not rest here ; we are not content with seeing our members regular 
in their attendance upon the outward ordinances, or means of grace. ,\Ve urge 
them not to rest in these, but earnestly to seek, in the use of tbem, that true 
eXIJerimental religion, the love of God and man, which alone can constitute them 
happy here, and prepare tbem for the happiness of the saints in eternity; and 
of many of tbem we do not besitate to say, that they are in the actual possession of 
tbis trne religion. May the Lord help them to hold fast whereunto they haye 
attained, and improve therein yet more and more, till taken to sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven! t 

* II :Missionary Notices,'1 vol. y, pp, 459 , 460, t Ihir!. Yol. vi. p. 7. 
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There were at this time upwards of eighty scholars in the 
day-schools, a few of whom were beginning to read the New 
Testament; and some of the parents cheerfully contributed to­
wards the education of their children one penny per week for each. 

In the Annual Missionary Report for 1828, Messrs. Munro 
anti Peck were appointed to Sierra-Leone, and Mr. Richard 
Marshall to the Gambia. The announcement of these appoint­
ments is accompanied with a note, as follows: (( Nlessrs. Cour­
ties, May, aud Dawson are returning home, having completed 
their engagements on those stations, and will receive appoint­
ments from the President of the Conference." These excellent 
men, therefore, with Mr. and Mrs. Marshall, left London early 
in October of the same year, to proceed to their respective 
appointments; and in announcing their departure, the Com­
mittee remark: (( In noticing the sailing of these brethren for 
stations generally considered to be unfavourable to the health of 
E uropeans, we cannot but record, with unfeigned gratitude to 
God, the special protection which has been vouchsafed to our 
brethren who have been sent to those stations during the past 
five years; so that, though they have not all been wholly with­
out attacks of fever incident to the climate, their lives, with but 
one exception, have been preserved through, and even beyond, 
the time prescribed for their service there; and they are 
returned, or returning, with hopes of long usefulness in other 
parts of the work." The Committee proceed: (( We are 
happy to state, that though we never send any missionary to 
these places who does not voluntarily engage himself in the 
work, and notwithstanding the hazard which is supposed to be 
attached to a residence there, we have never yet been without 
men, when wanted, to encounter all the perils of the climate, 
for the sake of those who need their spiritual assistance." 
The Committee further add: « We earnestly recommend our 
valued brethren and sister to the prayers of our friends, for 
thcir protection by sea and lanel, and for the prosperity of the 
work of God by their means." There can be no doubt that 
this recommeudation was responded to, and that many prayers 
werc devoutly offered up for this little band of missionaries, and 
that those prayers were graciously answered, so far as that jour­
neying mercies, both "by sea and land," -were vouchsafed to 
Lhem, they having arrived in safety at their destination; and 
MI'. Dawson at the Gambia was permitted to return to Eng­
land, and "received an appointment" to an English circuit. 
But it was not so -with the other two brethren at Sierra-Leone: 
they both fell victims to the climate just as their term of service, 
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though short, had expired j and the reader will scarcely be pre­
pared for the still further painful announcement, that the two 
missionaries now on their way to succeed their brethren at 
Siena-Leone, both sank into an early and untimely grave, 
leaving the station without a missionary, and the sheep without 
a shepherd! Nor does the mournful tale end here j for to 
these must be added Mr. and Mrs. Marshall, who also both 
died. Thus were the whole six numbered with the dead in the 
short space of two years! But much as we may sympathize 
and feel at this great amount of mortality, and the severe loss 
occasioned thereby to the mission, and the grief it gave to 
friends at home, we cannot stop to philosophize upon the sub­
ject. Divine Providence is 

" A vast unfathomable sea 
Where all our thoughts are drown'd." 

But the day of explanation will come, when the Great Supreme 

" Will throw full daylight on earth's darkest scene, 
And justify the ways of God to man." 

Till then it becomes us to submit, and to labour on. We shall 
therefore proceed to give some account of the labours of these 
self-denying misRionaries, and to place upon record their peace­
ful, happy, and triumphant deaths, in the order in which they 
occurred. 

On Thursday, the 9th of October, 1828, (( at eight o'clock in 
the morning " the brethren Munro and Peck (( left the happy 
shores of England," and embarked at Gravesend on board the 
" Ocean." "At nine the ship was in motion, and at one 
o'clock Mr. :Thifunro began to be sea-sick." They anchored 
once or twice in the Downs, and on the 14th lost sight of land . 
.on the 17th they were in "the Bay of Biscay, with a brisk 
wind j" and Mr. Munro, who had been sea-sick from the first 
day of their embarking, was now "very sick indeed." Mr. 
Peck, though not sick, "felt very giddy." He says, "I heard 
much of the roughness of this Bay, and to be sure it is rough 
enough j the ship rolls and pitches so much that we can scarcely 
walk about." On the 27th, they were both quite well, and at 
"half-past three in the afternoon came in sight of Madeira." 
On the 2d of November, Mr. Peck read prayers and preached 
on deck, Mr. Munro being again sick. Two days after this, 
they were "off Cape Verd." The next day Mr. Peck writes: 
"Wednesday, 5th. The warmest 5th of November I ever knew. 
We passed the Gambia at a hundred miles'distance." Shortly 



THE GAMBIA AND Sl.ERRA·LEONE. 303 

after this they were becalmed for sever8JI days. On the 14th 
they were anxiously looking out for land, as they knew tbey 
were not far from Sierra-Leone. The next day, writes Mr. 
Peck, "I rose at half-past five, and found that the Sierra-Leone 
mountains and a considerable length of coast were in sight. 
This is the first sight of lwnd we have had of Africa j and I felt 
much affected on the consideration of this as the scene of my 
future labours. 0 how can I perform the duties which will 
now devolve upon me? 0 for help from heaven, without which 
I can do nothing! Still I trust that; by the grace of God, I 
sball be enabled so to act, that in me and by me God may be 
glorified." Tbey were tben at anchor ten or twelve miles from 
Free-Town. At one they got under weigh, and moved slowly 
towards the harbour. At six o'clock" a pilot came on board." 
'1'he brethren immediately entered into conversation with him, 
and, to their surprise and grief, found that Mr. May had died 
about six weeks previously. This was painful news j but, though 
they were anxious to get on shore, the vessel was obliged to 
anchor at eleven o'clock at night about four miles off. A small 
vessel with two hundred and eighteen slaves on board was taken 
into the harbour that evening. 

Sunday, 16th. "Early this morning they left the ship in the 
pilot's boat, and with no small joy set their feet on the ShOl!eS of 
Africa about half-past eight o'clock." On reaching the mission­
house they found Mr. Courties tolerably well. Mr . . Munro 
preached in the morning, and Mr. Peck in the evening. The 
latter, speaking of this, and of their reception, says: "I shall 
never forget my feelings when I stood up for the first time 
before a black and coloured congregation. The news of our arrival 
soon spread, and we had large numbers of visiters, all coloured 
people, to see and welcome us. Mr. Courties asked two of 
them to pray with us, which they did; and the simplicity and 
earncstness with which they prayed would have affected hearts 
hardcr than ours. We could Dot understand all tbey said; but 
what we could understand was to me most delightful: (0 Lord 
Jesus, blc8s all we two new ministers! Dou did save Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego in the fire j and dou have saved dem 
trou de big water: bless dem, Lord; save dere lives j Lord" 
make dem useful: bless dere daddies and mammies, dere bro­
uer anll sisses, and all dere friends dem left behind! Bless all 
de big Society dat send them! De big Society pray for An:ica: 
now, Lord, Africa pray for dem! Lord, bless we; make we 
hcart soft; makc we love Jesus more; keep we from sin; keep 
11 c from stealing, from bad language; make we love to pray 1. 
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Bless Kroo-Town, Congo-Town, Portuguese-Town, Soldiers'. 
Town, Grassfield! Lord, bless we ministers, bless we leaders, 
bless we exhorters; make we all love Jesus more, make we all 
have more faith, and fill all we souls wid God! Amen! ' " 

The very act of copying this simple, but beautiful and com­
prehensi,oe, prayer, has warmed the writer's heart; for he has 
been carried in imagination to the very spot where, ofttimes, he 
has listened with thrilling delight to prayers of a similar kind, 
from the same class of people. '( God bless de good people in 
England!" "Amen!" would shout a hundred voices. " And 
Lorfl spare we minister's life! " Another chorus of "Amen, 
Jesus! Amen, amen, amen !" And surely this simple and 
unadorned manner of expressing themselves, this "Negro 
patois," would be as acceptable to "high Heaven that heard" 
those broken accents, coming, as they did, from the heart, as 
the prayer of the most accomplished scholar. We know it is 
so; for "God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation 
he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted 

. with him." (Acts x. 34, 35.) 
On the following Sunday, November 23d, the brethren were 

fully employed. Mr. Peck" went to Portuguese-Town to meet 
his class" early in the morning; at "ten he preached in the 
Maroon chapel, Free-Town; at two, went to the love-feast; a 
good time:" and he adds, "0 how I should like my English 
fl'irnds to hear them speak! The tears run down their sable 
cheeks while they tell of the love of Christ. Fifty-seven spoke. 
At night I preached at Soldiers' -Town." 

Shortly after this, Mr. Peck wrote to hi~ friends at Lough­
borough; and as this letter contains several points of great 
interest bearing on the mission, and the missiona,ry spirit of the 
writer, I have great pleasure in transcribing the whole of it, 
though it be long. It is as follows :-

],JTesZeyan Mission-House, Free-Town., Sierra-Leone, December 8th, 1828. 
To all my dear friends, "grace, mercy, and peace." 
Having, by the blessing of God, anived in health and safety at the scenc of mV 

fut.ure labours, I proceed to state a few particulars, for the information of those 
who feel interested in my welfare. 

On the morning of Saturday, November 15th, we came in sight of Siena-Leone; 
and on the following morning, Sunday, November 16th , at half-past eight o'clock, 
we, with grateful heart.s, set our feet on the shores of Africa. The Lord bejpraiscd 
for aU his mercies bestowed on us while on the bosom of the ocean! We were 
much affected on hearing from the pilot, before we landed, of the death of Mr. 
May. It was a sudden and a trying stroke to us, to hear that he had been, on the 
w hole, in good health, and was caUed to his eternal home while actually engaged in 
preparations for his return to England. However, he bas left a glorious testimony 
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behind:" he died triumphantly, and is doubtless joining the blood· washed throng, in 
singing the praises of redeeming love in the heaven of eternal repose. Who 'would 
shrink froUl such a death iu such a cause? I am much pleased with the apperu:­
Rnce of tbe country: it has a peculiar, and to me a delightful, appearance. The 
new and beautiful pTospects, with the charming and curious notes of numerous 
birds, togetl.er "itl; the new and interesting situation in which I was placed, pro· 
dnced au my mind indescribable feelings: they were a mixture of joy, gratitude, 
and love ; of fear, lest I should unfaithfully perform the important duties on which 
{ was about to enter; and of depenclence on Him who alone can give His people 
strength. With these feelings, I landed on the interesting shores of injured Africa. 
I sllpp08e, on the spot ,,1lere 1 landed, there formerly stood a slave-factory. On 
our way to the mission-house, a friend met and recognised us, and conducted us to 
our future home. The news of our arrival was soon circulated, and numbers of the 
members very soon came to see us. In the COllrse of the day I suppose we had 
one hundred and forty people to see alld welcome us. The joy and gratitude they 
expressed on account of our safe arrival was a source of most delightful feelings to 
me: many of them wept as soon as they saw us; and almost every individual said, 
"Tank God, tank God." It was indeed pleasing and encouraging to witness their 
affection , gratitude, and sympathy, and to hear their simple yet truly Christian·like 
expressions j such as these, "We heart bin sorry too much," (referring to Mr. 
May's death,) "but now God send we two new ministers to-day; him no let de 
big water be toq much sauce to swallow 'em up; we fit to be tankfll1; tank God, 
tank God." They then inqllire<i what friends we had left in England; and, when 
they learned this, I heard them talking to one another, and saying, " 'Em leff 'em 
daddy, leff 'em mammy, leff 'em brodder and sisses, leff 'em class and all friends;" 
and then they would utter a deep sigh or groan, seem for a while lost in astonish. 
ment, and end with, II Tank God." 

TIle settlers (a party of nonconformist Methodists, who oppose us in every possi­
ble way) had been tormenting the poor people by saying, "Your white ministers all 
die; the Society in England will selld you 110 mOTe; you had better join us." When 
we came, brother Courties said to some, II What will the settlers say now?" They 
said, tI 0, 'em hearts 'n burn too much ;" (that is, they will be very al(gry'o1' 

,·execl;) "tank God, him will send we ministers plenty, plenty." Now, is it pass i­
hIe that tlli, insinuation will ever be the fact? for it is urged in England as well as 
Africa. Is it possible that mission .. y zeal should so far decline, that this station 
should ever want a man? I hope not, I believe not: I would not hesitate to give 
more than my own poor life for this colouy. Mr. \-Vilberforce calls it "the morning­
,Iar of Africa," aud so I conceive it is. It is as the dawn of a bright and glorious 
gosprl-day to this vast, this injured continent. It is as a bright rising sun, from 
which will emanate rays of salvation in every direction. Bear us up by faith and 
prayer. " 'e see extensive o}')enings, which have not yet been entered : we intend, 
if ollr lives and health be spared, to try to send the gospel in directions in which it 
has not hi therto been knowu. May the Lord help and bless us ! If any inqllire 
whether I do not repent leaving home, tell them that though I cannot cease to love 
m05t affectionately my dear Loughborough friends, yet I do not, iu the least degree, 
lament I"" ing left them to come to this place. I am convinced it is the will of 
(;"d coltcrrning me; and I cannot repine, even though circumstances were unplea­
snnt. how much less when every tbtng is better r,han I expected! ' Ve have many 
comforts and privilcges which I e1id not expect to find in Africa. Our house is 
pleasantly situated on the banks of the riYer, which is seven miles broad; we have 
a fl111 \ifW of the open sea on one side, and of the mountain s on the other; we get 

X 
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plenty of good, sweet provisions, as yams, rice, beef, and mutton; (these are better 
than I expected, though, of course, not equal to English;) very good large oranges, 
eight a penny ; beautifnl pine.apples for nothing, or, if we had to buy them, one 
penny each; good cucumbers, radishes, and lettuce in abundance; for all these 
things I am thankful; but" the best of all is, God is with us." In my own soul I 
am bappy; God is witb me, Christ is precious, my cup often overflows with grati­
tude and love: I have these gracious visits, and delightful feelings, more frequently 
than ever. The Lord be praised for his benefits! But, better than all , the work 
revives j souls are saved j the gates of hell begin to tremble j and though iniquity 
doeS abound, yet the Lord is migbtily wOl·king. To him be glory and domiruon for 
eYer and ever ! There is every prospect of a revival of the work : a spirit of prayer 
and expectation is very widely diffused through the members. It appears now only 
to want a few decisive steps and st.rang exertions on our part, with the assistance of 

faith and prayer from onr friends, and great and glorions effects will result. By 
the help and blessing of our heavenly Father, we are determined to use our utmost 
endeavours; and I say again to my friends, H TIear us up by faith and prayer, and 
the powers of h ell shall be compelled to fl y, like chaff llefore t he wind." In Gorl 
alone we trust : to him be all the glory. I believe you do not forget us at the mis. 
sionary prayer-meeting. Last week, just at the time of the missionary prayer­
meetings at Greenwich and Loughborough , brother Munro was preaching, and a 
man found l,eace, and praised God so stoutly, tbat brother Munro was obliged to 
desist. At the same time, another man was in deep distress , and lolled about the 
floor, so as to upset four or five of tbe forms. Their gestures and actions while 
under convictions are surprising; but I must defer a particular account of these 
things to a fu ture communication. I was preaching last night at Soldiers' -Town, 
and there were fi ve persons in deep distress. We have been here just three weeks, 
and in tbat time about twelve persons have found peace; or, to use tbeir own 
expressions on such occasions, have opened glory to God. 

I must conclude this by a few particulars, which I t hink will be interesting to all 
who love the cause of missions. We have six chapels,-three stone oues, and th.ree 
of wood and 1011g grass ; about one hundred and sixty members, black and 
colollred; fourteen leaders ; seventeen classes. The leaders attend literally to Mr. 
, .vesley's rule, to see their members weekly. If a member is absent, they always 
go to see what is the cause; and it is astonishing with wbat assiduity they seek 
after fresh members. At every cbapel they hold a prayer-meeting every morning 
at five o'clock. We bave six local preachers. I heard one of them preach from, 
"Ye JUllst be born again j " and a very decent sermon he made, too. He very ear~ 
nestly enforced the necessity of regeneration, and said, "It does not say, lYe 
should he born again/ nor, 'You 'd better be born again,' nor, 'You may be born 
again j' but, ' Ye must ;' that is, 'If ye don't, ye must go to hell.'" ]\IIy labour is, 
-on Sunday morning, at six o'clock, I meet my class hvo miles from home; at ten J 

preach, sometimes at the cbapel in town, and sometimes two miles off; at two go 
to the Sunday·school ; (we are the only teachers for about fifty children;) and at six, 
preach again. . On IVlonday I meet the children who are learning to sing j on Tnes· 
day, \'Vednesday, and Friday evenings I preach, and on Saturday afternoon meet the 
leaders. Brother Munro's labours are very similar, only he does not go out to meet 
a class on Sunday morning : he meets one on Monday afternoon . ' ¥e hayc also 
two day-scbools to. keep in order by occasional visits: indeed, the whole manage· 
ment of t.hem belongs to us, as we are ordered to receive £30 a year from the 
Society of Friends, for the support of t hese schools. 

We have this day received a letter from the Gambia, stating t.hat Mr. and Mrs. 
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:I1:arshall have arrived in safety. May their lives be spared, and their labours sue­
eessful! To every one of my dear Loughborough friends I give my most affectionate 
regard. Mayall your kindness to your unworthy fellow-traveller to a better country 
be retumed to your own souls! May every spiritual blessing be richly imparted to 
you! May the Spirit of God be poured out upon you, and the work of God revive 
throughout the whole society! and when I hear of your affairs, may it be that you 
stand fast in one spirit, ,vith one mind, striving together for the faith of the gospel! 
Believe me to remain, 

Yours, in the strongest bonds of Christian affection, 
'"VILLI AM ROWLAND P ECK.* 

The interesting facts detailed in this letter speak for them­
selves, and need no comment from me, except the lamented 
death of Mr . May, which is there again referred to, and which 
is entitled to further notice; and this may be the proper time 
and place for the brief sketch of his life. From private papers 
and unpublished letters with which I have been kindly furnished, 
as well as from other sources, I am able to record the following 
particulars respecting this excellent man:-

JOHN MAY was born in the year 1799, and was educated and 
brought up at the Foundling Hospital, London. At the age of 
fourteen he was bound an apprentice to Mr. Thomas Andrew, 
calico-printer at Harpur-Hey, near Manchester; and at the age 
of twenty, he went to reside with a Wesleyan family at Blackley, 
in the Mauchester First Circuit. Here he was brought under 
the ministry of the 'Vesleyan Methodists; and the first sermon 
which he heard was from. the Rev. James B. Holroyd, on the 
ascension of Christ. This produced an impression which led to 
a consciousness of his guilt and depravity, and which showed 
him the necessity of a change of heart. He sought this for 
80me time with deep penitence and prayer; and one evening, as 
he was returning from a prayer-meeting, he resolved in his own· 
mind, that if there was such a blessing to be obtained, he would 
have it before he retired to rest. He wrestled and prayed till 
after midnight; he then rose from his knees almost exhausted, 
and, opening the New Testament, began to read John xvii. ; 
and, while reading the third verse, " And this is life eternal, 
t hat they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent," he felt the gu~lt of sin removed, and 
"the love of God shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost 
<;:·;en unto him." Before retiring to rest, he prayed that, if the 
wurk was real, he might have the same joyous feelings when he 
awoke ill the morning, and be directed to some portion of scrip-

* "~Iemoirs of the laie Rev. Rowland Peck," pp. 86-93. 
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ture which would confirm it. Accordingly, the first thing in 
the morning, he opened his Bible, and it was at Isaiah xii. ; 
and that memontble verse, which has increRsed the joy and 
gladdened the heart of many a believing penitent, presented 
itself before him: ({ And in tha,t day thou shalt say, 0 Lord, I 
will ,Praise thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger 
is turned away, and thou comfortedst me." This did indeed 
confirm him; for he felt that, ({ being justified by faith, he hRd 
peace with God throngh our Lord Jesus Christ;" and therefore 
could and did say, ({ 0 Lord, I will praise thee !" HRving 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, he was concerned for the 
spiritual welfare of others. He took an active part in the 
Sunday-school at Blackley, attended the prayer-meetings, aml 
visited the sick in their abodes of wretchedness, frequently 
relieving them as far as his circumstances would permit; and 
in this labour of love, instances were known in which he had 
caused the heart of the widow and the fatherless to rejoice. 
But while punctually attentive to all the outward means of grace, 
and to those acts of Christian benevolence, he did not neglect 
the more private duties of religion, such as reading the scrip­
tures, meditation, and private prayer. For this purpose, it was 
his custom to rise at four or five o'clock in the morning; and in 
the evening, God's book was his ({ companion still." His piety 
was deep and unaffected, and his zeal ardent and constant. 

In the year 1822 he laboured under a severe bodily affiiction, 
a cancer on his tongue, which had been of some years' standing i 
but this he bore with great patience and resignation to the 
Divine will: and soon after his recovery, he devoted himself 
afresh to the cause of God, in attending the prayer-meetings, 
and in exhorting the pOOl' in the villages around him to ({ repent 
and be converted." In 1824 he was admitted as a local 
preacher; and his labours were very acceptable and useful, 
({ especially in his own neighbourhood, where he preached fre­
quently, both on week-nights and on Sunday mornings, to 
crowded congregations." In 1826 he was recommended as a 
candidate for the missionary work, by the Rev. George Marsden ; 
and soon after the Conference, in company with Mr. Courties, he 
sailed for Sierra-Leone. His arrival and reception, with the 
commencement of his labours, and several communications in 
conjunction with his colleague, are already before the reader in 
this chapter; and some of them have been before the public for 
many years. One of the fir~t things which Mr. May did, after 
his arrival at Sierra-Leone, finding that the colony was so 
sickly, was" to set his house in order." This he had done in a 


