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EDITORIAL 
NATIONAL SELF-RELIANCE OR DEPENDENCE? 

fOREIGN private participation in economic development 
in developing countries is. in current theories of developmenl 
economics. almost regarded as axiomatic. United States 
and Russia-the two super-powers in the world to-day­
relied heavily on foreign investment. However. the role of 
fo reign participation was temporary. for no country can 
fu lly develop on the benevolence and goodwill of other na­
tions. 

In post-coup Ghana we are not only relying heaviJy on 
foreign investments, but seem to be doing so on the most 
flesh-creeping economic terms. Elsewhere in this issue a re 
articles on the latest contract the Ghana Government has 
signed with an American firm. Abbott Laboratories. The 
terms of the contract are so ininlical to tbe long term in­
terests of Ghana that. on reading it, one begins to wonder 
whether the legal and economic advisers 01 the N.L.C. have 
the economic interests of the country at beart. Even though 
we hold the majority of shares in lhe contract. contrary to 
orthodox notions of business management. we have su r­
rendered our right to control this joint enterprise to the 
American firm by assuring them of "complete conlrol of the 
management". This is just one of the many contracts we 
have signed with foreign companies since the coup. The 
state of public knowledge about the contracts is most im­
perfect and Inadequate. 

In agriculture. we have embarked on two agricultural 
projects with foreign companies. The mlo projects involve 
large tracts of land-260.000 acres. aU tuid. In view of the 
large tracts of land involved the public has to know some­
thing of th~ nature of the agrec:mcnt enlued into. Caution 
is needed in alienating land in Ghana: tbe alienation of land 
by the British colonial government in 1896 brought into 
being the tin:.t organised polilical group in this country­
the Aborig.nes Rights Protection Society ( 1897). We have. 
furthermore. signed an agreement with Norcement to ma­
na e a cement factory at Tema. The Norcement company 
rcceiv~ 25 per cent of the annual profil$ which. on present 
available figures, work out to about C480.000 a year. The 
forei 'n company's contribution is just five persons to ma­
nage the factory [hese five people could have been hired 
by tbe Ghana Go\crnment at a cost of l~ than TC-l8.000 
per annum. The tem)s of tbese contracts. then. are so 
prejudicial to our national inter~ts that a legitimate sus­
pICion arises as to how some of the State Emerpriscs were 
dispv~ed of. To say all this is not crudely to encourag.::; thl! 
emergenl'e of anti-foreign sentiments in Ghana It is sim­
ply k'l raise the question as to ",hether those who are res-
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ponsible for advising the N.L.C. on these con­
tracts are so naively trusting as to belisve that 
foreign businesses will work necessarily in our 
interests. All businessmen all over the world 
would like to get the most favourable terms 
whenever they contr ibute their capital to deve­
lop other countries. This was true of the Commu­
nist countries and Brita in under the old regime ' 
and is true now of the United States. In the 
realm of business altruism is the ultimate in 
business folly. It is the duty of whoever negotiates 
on our behalf to protect our national interests. 
On the evidence avai lable. it would not be 
surprising if our present negotiators are accused 
by a future civilian government with careless 
dissipation of nat ion. l funds. The spirit of these 
contracts is clearly one of dependence on fo ­
reigners, but every self-respecting nation believes 
in national self-reliance, for tbe former policy 
is a policy of national suicide. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATFS 

SURFACE AIR 

6 months 1 year 6 months 1 you 

G hana NC2,)O NC4.50 

- ------
Africa 28/- 55/· 38/ - 70/-

--- - --- - - -
U .K. 18/ - 55! - " f · 120/-

--- ---- - -
Europe 30/- 60/ · 84f · 

1601-

- - - - - - --- -
U.S. S4.30 $8 .60 $12.00 523.00 

----- -
Canada S4 .JO $8.60 SI2.00 523.00 

Minimum subscription: 6 months. Quotations for other 
areas will be supplied on request. 

Subscripl ion Order 
Copy the following fonn and fill for a SUbscription for 
yourself or on bebalf of somebody else: 

(BLOCK LETTERS) 

Name . 

Address . 

No. of copies per issue .. . 
Mail by A ir/Surface (Circle appropriate word) 

Value of remittance enclosed .. 
(Payable to The Editor, The "Legan Observer", pleast 
cross aU cheques or postal/money orders). 
Send your application and enquiries to The Editor, 
The "Legon Observer", P.O. Box 11 , Le&on, Ghana. 

Politics 
FOREIGN PARTICIPATION IN STATE 

ENTERPRISES: 
The Case of Abbott Laboratories (Ghana) Ltd. 

By 
A. Radix 

EVERYONE knew at the time of the coup that 
one of the most vulnerable points in the country's 
economy was the state enterprises. Some would 
even say that state enterprises were the Achilles' 
heel of the country's economy. Few Gbanaians 
were disposed to dispute the thesis that we would 
have to call on foreign aid to save the 
NC80.000,OOO or so that the old regime invested 
in these enterprises. In spite of this, many Gha­
naians who are not in principle opposed to fo · 
reign private part icipation in state enterprises 
have of late been complaining more and more 
against wbat they take to be a virtual surrender 
of our state enterprises to foreigners. The purpose 
of this article is to give clinica l attention to tbe 
agreement governing foreign participation in tbe 
State Pharmaceutical Corporation and, in the 
process. to try to find out wbether there is any 
basis fo r the fears that are now so prevalent 
among Ghanaians. 

A superficial reading of the agreement may 
lead one to conclude that the idea behind it is 
d1sarmingly simple and attractive. The State 
Pharmaceutica l Corporation is being abolished. 
In its place a new joint company is to be formed 
to run the factory wb ich wi ll produce the phar­
maceutica ls that are needed in Ghana and may 
also be exported to otber West African countries. 
The partners in this joint company are the go· 
vernment of Ghana and an American firm called 
Abbott Laboratories (ABBOTT). The name of 
this joint company is, somewhat paradoxically. 
Abbott Laboratories (Ghana) Ltd., although it 
is 111islead ingly referred to in the agreement as 
ABBOTT-GHANA. The share capital of the 
joint company is NCI,OOO,OOO and of this the 
share of the Ghana government is 55 per cent. 
leavi ng the remaining 45 per cent to ABBOTT. 
In other words, the Ghana government is to con­
tr ibute NC550.000 and ABBOTT NC450.000. 
which means that the Ghana government has a 
majority of the shares. 

Payment of Share Capital 

How are tbese shares to be paid? The Gbana 
government is to pay its share not in cash. but .in 
tbe form of buildings. equipment, materials etc. 
Tbe direct words deserve to be, quoted:-
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The GOVERNMENT ghall make its con­
tribution for its issued shares as follows : the 
GOVERNMENT will contribute a ll build­
ings, equipment. materials, and supplies now 
owned by it for the plI rpose of pharmaceuti­
cal manufacturing, including all managerial 
residences and outbuildings as well as the 
grant of a lease on the rea l property on which 
Ihese assets are located. The foregoing 
assets shall be valued at one million New 
Cedis (Emphasis mine) 

ABBOIT shall pay its share of NC450.0oo in one 
lump sum in United States dollars. However: 

Sucb payment shall be made after formalion 
of ABBOTT-GHANA and alter aU necessary 
documents have been formally issued inclu­
ding Regulations (Art icles of Incorpora tion 
ami D)-laws), AID guarantees. and assuran­
ces by the various GOVERNMENT agencies 
and 'he Bank of Gbana. 

It will be noticed lhat the buildings, equ ipment 
etc. that lhe Ghana government contributes to 
the Joint Company as its share "sball be valued 
at on~ million New Cedis". but that the govern­
ment's share is NCSSO.Ooo. What is to bappen to 
the remaining NC4S0,OOO? According to Ibe 
agr~cment this is to be loaned to the Joint Com­
pl:I:ny at an mterest rate of 6 per cent per annum. 
[he loan. however, is to be repaid only after tbe 
1.h exemption period of ten years and tbat too 
proVided profits a re available, although it can be 
rl'pald earlier j[ the Joint Company chooses to do 
o 

In adition to all this, the Government is to 
I ant to tht:: Joint Company a lease on the real 

J.lIOpUt., on whieb the factory is situated for a 
rcrioJ of ninety-moe years and the lease may 
he renewed at the option of ARROIT for another 
Illnety-olne yea rs. "There shall be no increase in 
lIlt: annual rental at any time". Yet if the lease 
IS termin.Hcu at any time for any reason what­
t..'ver, the Joint Company will be reimbursed tbe 
Ihen current fair market value of the buildjngs 
and equipment on the real property. 

Ckarly the Ghana government is contributing 
d Inf. "hal about ABBOTI? Permit the agree­
Ilwnl it'l'if 111 speak: 

ABBOn sball be assured of complete con­
(yol nI the management and. in order to 
achieve this. ABBOTT shall have a majority 
of the Board of Directors and lbe voting 
control of the company. including the right 
to appoint the ~Ianaging Director. the Chair­
man of the Board of Directors. and the Se­
cretary (Emphasis mine) 

Again. 
ABBOIT shall have complete responsibility 
and control 01 the operation of ABBOIT­
GHANA including, but not limited to, se­
lection and discharge of personnel, determi­
na tion of prod lIcts to be manufactured and 
sold ... marketing organ isation and contro ls, 
pricing of products, source of raw mate­
rials. 

ABBOTT wil l a lso furnish to the Joint Company 
tecbnical, consulting and management services in 
a ll imaginable areas of business and for the per­
fo rmance of these functions the Joint Company 
will bave to pay a ll Ibe expenses and salaries of 
the employees who wil l be nominated by 
ABBOIT. 

Nor is this aU. The government has undertaken 
not to grant any other company manufacturing 
products in Ghana similar to those of the Joint 
Company a status which is Ibe same as that of 
the Joint Company or similar to it during the 
tax exemption period, that is to say, for teu 
years. The government has also undertaken to . 
limit the number of import licences for the irn- fl· \ 

port of completely manufactured products COID- v 

petitive wi th Ibose produced and/or marketed by 
the Joint Company for ten years or to impose 
embargoes on tariffs on sucb products. F urther­
more, the government has agreed to "facilitate 
the issue of import licence to cover finished and 
semi-finished products inCluding trade marked 
products under Ibe ABBOTT GHANA Jabel." 
(Emphasis mine). Lastly. the government bas 
agreed to appoint the 1 oint Company the exclu-
sive supplicr of all products manufactured by it to 
governmcnt hospi tals and agencies and the Armed 
Forces. 

What is in a Name? 
The above is a bare summary of the agreement 

signed on June 3, 1967. It is perhaps enough 
to make the eyes of any well-meaning Ghanaian 
boggle. Nevert.bcless it may not be amiss to cross 
a few "Ts" and dot a few "Is". Wbat this agree­
ment does is to band over the State Phannaceu­
tical Corporation completely to Abbott Labora­
lOries of Illinois. That is what js meant by hand­
ing over the management and technical control 
to them without any reservation whatever. That is 
what is meam by giving them the power to appoint 
the Chairman of the Board of Directors, a ma­
jority of the Directors, the Managing Director. 
and the Secretary. Is it not trying the patience 
of Ghanaians too much to give so much to those 
who have only a minority of the shares and to 
whom we have given a loan equivalent to their 
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share? The very name of the company is signi­
ficant. Instead of writing into the agreement that 
the name of the Joint Company will be GHANA 
ABBOTT, since we have already built and equip­
ped the factory, it has been agreed to call it 
Abbott Laboratories (Ghana) Ltd. Does this not 
suggest that the Joint Company is only a subsi­
diary of ABBOTT of Dlinois? In view of the 
complete surrender to ABBOTT it appears that 
the name was accepted in a moment of "Freu­
dian lapse" w.hen the sub-conscious mind, tired 
of concealing things, blurted out the truth! 

Is it necessary to grant this Company any mo­
nopoly rights, even for a day? Are we not aware 
of the dangers of monopoly? Why shou~d a ma­
nufacturing firm be given the sale right to market 
its products? Why should the Ghana government 
facilitate the issue of import licences for the 
finished products of ABBOTT of America? Or 
is it being suggested that the products of Abbott 
Laboratories (Ghana) Ltd. will be "finished" even 
before they enter the country? There is very little 
doubt that this agreement will enable Abbott 
Laboratories of Dlinois to gain monopolistic con­
trol of the Ghana market for its products. 

Financial Aspects 

There is some difficulty in understanding the 
financial aspects of this agreement. The Ghana 
government has to pay its contribution (in the 
form of buildings, equipment etc.) without waiting 
for the other side to fulfil any conditions. But 
ABBOTT is not to make its contribution until 
everything is literally signed, sealed and delivered. 
Wherein lies equity? The foreed loan-that is 
what it is-granted by the Ghana government 
is not to be repaid unless the Joint Company 
makes profit. It does not take an economist to 
know that profits are declared only after expenses 
have been met. So, in this particular case, the 
salaries, allowances and all other expenses to 
the personnel of ABBOTT will have to be paid­
and these, according to the agreement. are deter­
mined by ABBOTT itself-and their lUXUry bun­
galows and the usual appurtenances of the Ame­
rican way of life paid for before profits will be 
declared. It is doubtful whether after all these 
deductions anything much will be left for the 
Ghana government. In any case, how will the 
profits, ·if any is realized, be shared between the 
partners? The agreement is meaningfully silent 
OVer this. Let it not be suggested that common­
sense and usual practice dictate that they should 
be shared in accordapce with the proportions 
held of the share Capital. The same common­
sense and usual practice should have made the 

Ghana government have a ~ajority of the Board 
of Directors, nominate the Chainman of the 
Board etc. Let no one be surprised if the profits 
are shared at a ratio that is inversely propor­
tional to the ratios of the share capital. 

Valuation of Buildings 

There are so many reprehensible features of this 
agreement that it is impossible to comment on 
all of them in one article. But it would be a 
serious omission not to comment on the valua­
tion of the buildings, equipment etc, which the 
Ghana government is contributing as its share. 
On October 12, 1966, the cost of the buildings 
alone (factory block, workshop block, staff bun­
galows etc.) was estimated at £G686,667. * Since 
the construction was pre-financed by a French 
.firm, S.E.T.O.M., the interest charges must be 
added to the cost-and the interest is 6 per cent 
per annum (since July the cost has gone up con­
siderably, thanks to devaluation) . Add to this the 
"equipment, materials, and supplies" which have 
been poured into the facfory since its construction 
and the furnishings in the bungalows. It has not 
been possible to get the exact cost of these but 
a conservative estimate by authoritative Ghana­
ians put the total cost of what is being headed 
over to the Company at "not below £] ,500,000" 
b.d. (i.e. before devaluation). The agreement, 
however, firmly declares that these assets "shall 
be valued at one million new cedis (NClm.)", 
that is at £500,000. Less than one-third the ori­
ginal cost (excluding the annual interest)! The 
question is, how did the assets come to bd so dis­
sastrously devalued? Our invesigations have 
failed to elicit any satisfactory answer. There 
is need for a public statement to explain 
this most carious feature of the agreement. 
It is not a satisfactory answer to argue that 
through the corruption of the c.P.P. the cost 
of the factory was inflated. We, of course, 
know that this is true up to a point. The con­
clusion to be drawn from this, however, is not 
that the value of the assets of the country should 
therefore be arbitrarily whittled down, but that 
appropriate, rational method should be adopted 
to assess the present value of the buildings, 
equipment etc. Was this done or not? Who were 
the valuers who estimated the present value to be 
less than a third of the original? Or, was the new 
value in fact fixed arbitrarily? 

Sale 01 State Enterprises 

We now ask the most basic question, a question 
that touches policy on all state enterprises. Was 

• FFIO.9 1Sm. at an exchange rate of FF15.9 to tbe £01. 

J 
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it really necessary to sign rhis agreement banding 
over this state enterprise to a foreign firm? To 
answer this question- we must know the reasonS 
for negotiating in · ille first place. There are only 
:wo reasons that are usually advanced. First, we 
need foreign exchange. This can be dismissed 
out of hand in this particular case. Abbott Labo­
olories are bringing in no more than NC450,OOO 
in foreign exchange. If we were interested in pre­
>erving our na tional properry we could easily 
have provided this ourselves, leaving outside bor­
r )wing to cover the big debits . Secondly, we are 
mformed, we need management. Although it is 
{rue t.hat we need efficient management it does 
lot I )Uaw from this that the only way to get 
b I. to surrender an inch of Ghana's properry 

tv lny foreigner. We can hire efficient manage­
nent and pay for it, just as we can hire technical 
len i.Hld pay for their services. We commend to 
h lever 15 responsible for this disastrous agree-

n ent he way Ghana Airways has dealt with this 
.c pe t of Its problems, imperfect though that 
sc.lu ian is. 

Th .... r .... are two observations on management to 

n:d.de in this connexioo. It is. firstly unfonu­
oat and un~Ghan::l.ian to pretend that there are 
"l) efficient managers in Ghana. The inefficient 

I rrupt political appointees of the Rogue­
ct .l.tt;f ~hould be given the sack (instead of 

u'" the workers). The rest 'should be given 
"1nd to rationalize their businesses. in par­

li..i' they ,;hould be freed from unnecessary 
)lil1\:dt mtcnerence. This was bow the hotels. 

""'pie, should have been handled instead 
nnecessanly nanding them over to another 

n Tll..:.ln firm. If after this there is a genuine 
::i to i..'1i~t efficient managemt::nt from outside 

oan be hired through arrangement with 
n n 1tiooal nrganisatioos (after ail the State 

1 prues Secretariat is doing something of this 
Of governments. This is the second ob­

t nn on management. There are two clear 
In[ l"'e5 to be derived from biring management 

r thaD surrendering tv foreign firms. In the 
j1L .. lI.:e f!! retain our freedom to safeguard 

10U..ll interests Wlthin reasooablt: limits. 
we stlIld to gain economica.lly The 

.]. 1'\ l of tbl! \.eruent fa\.:wrj at Tcma is instruc-
11 thi !'eg . .uJ.. The "l'orceroent which 1.0 effect 
lnJ.:tng the factory takes 2.5 per cent of the 

p ~.. I be facto£) is currently reputed to tx. 
\l Jolon ~ NC'l ()O.OOO profit each month. thus giving 

D.ltnl ~C,*O.tX)O eal.. .. h month. the eqwvalent 
C 48'\ '"IIl per year And all lhis IS earned 

1"1 onl ributlll~ only five peopl~ to manage the 
iaC<ury Suppooiag these fi\ 0 people had been 

hired and each paid on the aver:age as much as 
NC20,OOO per annum the same efficiency would 
have been achieved at a cost of NClOO,OOO 
per annum and the remaining NC380,OOO per 
annum could have been devoted to providing 
more employment on something equally desirable 
in these days of economic stringency. 

Claims and Truth 

To buttress the claim that new management 
is so badly needed that ABBOTT must take over 
the factory the preamole to the agreement makes 
a number of statements the distance between 
which and the truth is rather wide. It claims, ior 
example, that the pharmaceutical manufactuAng 
facilities "are not being operated and cannot be 
operated without additional contributions of 

....... ", also that these facilities are 
"presently inoperative." The' truth is that the 
factory was in fact making trial runs when nego­
(iations staned ro nand it over, and definite 
pharmaceutical materials had been produced 
which can be supplied to Ghana hospitals 
now. Arlyone who doubts this can go there and 
ask to be taken round (if the new managers will 
permit!) The preamble also claims that ABBOTT 
"is one of the largest producers of high quality 
pharmaceutical products in the world ... " This 
is an example of what secondary school boys call 
"exaggeration for the sake of emphasis": here 
actually it "exaggeration for rhe sake of i.m:.. 
presion" and no doubt our government has been 
taken in ! There is a monthly called lIo.IIMS which 
sets out pharmaceuticals which are "available 
for prescription in general practice in Great Bri­
tam" All reputable pharmaceutical firms, inclu­
ding ABBOTT, are listed by rhis monthly 
The issue for February, 1964, (it was not easy 
getting the mos ' recent issues) lists only thirteen 
items as manufactured by ABBOTT (our counting 
may. of course. Dot be entirely accurate). and 
under "Anti-malarials n there is Dot a single meo· 
tion of ABBOTT! Even more surprising i~ the fact 
that not a: single coe of the thirteen products 
listed in lI'lThlS as produced by ABBOTT is on 
the list of pharmaceutical products issued by the 
~1inistry of Health showing the products that 
are in usual demand in Ghana! 

Political A.>p..>cts 

So far, nothlng has been said about the speci­
fically political aspects of lhis agreemen~ but in 
the eod these may overshadow everything else. 

~o Ghanaian can forget the race proolem in 
.America. Even though we do Dot like being 
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rude to our visitors by shouting about it. we 
pride ourselves in this country on our non-racial 
approach to problems. It will be a terrible ntis­
tak for anyone to take too much for granted 
and to think that because no Ghanaian has been 
kno\\ n to shout from rooftops about racialism 
,tI "'-merica we can tolerate racial insults in our 
,'\VJ) country. Those who negotiate with Ameri­
can firms must a lways remember their back ­
ground. American businessmen do not train their 
ot;;rocs to do skilled jobs; the only negroes they 
know are unskilled workers, and they, of course, 
like tbem best tha t way. They should Dot be 
hlamed if they think there arc no qualified Gha-

.. ins "\round. They should be assured, however. 
tlJal uI_h contradictions in terms" like highly 

iii d Afri<.;ans are already in existence and thal 
n that there are five such people with the 

S l:tt 'narmaceuticals Corporation. We may add 
h n attempt to downgrade them will lead to 
r 1 Hr. A.nother trail ~n the general American 
bafdCler (W~ know litera lly hundreds who are 

n pHon. but lhere are millions of people in 
'j ri I is that they do not live among negroes 

hom they have been in lhe same society for 
. hundreJ years and upwards. One can hardly 

t: , d r.lwnl. lllen. to live among Africans who 
,"ell reJched the level of the Afro-Ameri­

'\lr(;.ady ~uthc.,:nt i c information suggests that 
I he (ibanaian senior ~tafI. technically 
p )ple. arc being asked to quit their 

make way for tht:. American ma-

It.: l.iJ n ~ec no rhyme or reason in the 

W l:ongrutlliate them on their display of 

Jnd we can as..'mrc them that when the 

" 1 for t hem to be forcibly moveo out we 

\\ beltwr Ghanaian soldiers or policemen 

lel '- In (ih or marines wil l move them out 
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Th's EconQmy 
ANIMAL PRODUCfION IN GHANA-I 

By , 
L. N. K. Ababio 

ANIMALS do not prod uce for man as a matte" 
Of COUrse. Man bas to prov ide more than their 
\lasic needs before they can prod uce. T ha t is. 
man has to (ced. house. select. breed. keep them 
healthy. Lrain. and love them for maximu m re­
turns from them. Co)npared with game. yields 
fro m lives tock are more reliable but much de­
pends mostly on man's own cfTorts. 

T he imparlance of an imal protein in our diet 
has been emphasised by Dr. F. T. Sai and many 
o thers in special studies o( local conditions. The 
importan t question now is how best we can im· 
prove the a nima l protein situa tion econom ically 
in the short term and in the long run . 

[n ~he a,bandoned Seven Year Development 
Plan. it was correotly. I think. suggested to de­
velop as priorities the production of fish. poultry 
including eggs. and pig beca use these are proli­
lic. quick-ma turing and high-yield ing. Every 
endeavour has its problems. But if a principle is 
Jlight it is iIrtperative to fo llow it with convic­
lion, ded ication and honesty. 

What happencd to thc fish? The N.L.C. Com­
mission of Inquiry in to the opcr~ ti ons of the 
F ishing Corporation is still on. But certain obser­
vations are in order. T he inefficiency. malpracti­
ces and dishonesty wit h which fish was being 
prod uccd with sta te money for lhe people. left 
the people without the fis h. Tons of fis h brought 
in at the harbour sometimes had to be taken back 
~nd dumped into sea so that the boa ts crew 
cou ld go a boul their business of catching fish. 

ish consignments for the people were often 
diverted to neighbouring cou ntries for illegiti· 
mate transactions. Fish which did land in· the 
overstocked c001crs at Tema was diverted from 
needy rura l centres with empty coo lers to coastal. 
urba n centres for clandestine priva te dea ls. T he 
small priva te operator with outboard motor ca· 
noc. who cou ld have kept rura l supplies going 
As in the tim~ before ,trawler~. rvas almosb pllshcd 
out of business on the sea and land by technical· 
ly supe'ior stat,e corporalio)1s "larned by dis­
honest. selfish officials. 

Things s!>Quld now be different. -Th~ government 
using public money has a dllty to rhe peoplc. 
Inost of whom live in ihe rura) areas. The State 
F ishing Corpora tion should be able to catch and 

, distribute fish more chea ply lhan the present 
private producer. The Fishing Corporation should 
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tberelore concenlrate on" supplying rural areu 
where the nutrition .of the fll"rner is essenlial for 
the rccovery of tbe economy. 
. Poultry and, pig.' YJlten properly pushed. should 
be able to augment fish to red uce animai pro­
tein malnutdtion g,eatly in 'the short run. The 
main 'prOblem' "(ith these two has been the feed 
This is so because p04ltry anil 'pig depend mo,l. 
lyon small grains. notably corn. which is an 
important staple food for our people. Small graitll 
therefore become periodically expensive and pro. 
hibitivc as a nima l feed. A t present. due to com 
gi fts from friendly countries there is an apparent 
boom in poultry and egg production. though not 
enough to improve the diet of rura l peoples. 

G iven day-old chicks. it takes only 3 months to 
produce poultry meat and some 5 month, [or 
eggs if the feed is avai lable. The cost of feed [or 
a dozen eggs and a pound of poultry meat i 
a lways higher than the cost of a day-old ci"ll 
imported. Therefore if poultry feed is not pro· 
duced locally the country may rUIl into the rail< 
economy of importing the more expensive com 
to feed the day-old chick which is cheaper to 
import. T he poin t is that the breeding hen whicb 
produces the local day-old chick also needs th' 
expensive fecd l 

Corn yields are adm ittedly low in Ghana. Dut 
not a ll land suitable for corn is under cultivation 
F urthermore. many parts of the country product 
two crops of corn in the year under rain-fed cui· 
ture. The reasonable policy then should have be:n 
(or the State Food Market ing Board to fix and 
announce attractive control wholesale price (or 
corn for th is yea r's local crop. as the Cocoa Mar 
keting Boa rd does for cocoa. and a bandon any 
expectations of grain gifts for next year. A simi· 
la r approach should be adopted for oil ,,,,II 
such as groundnuts. oil palm. cotton seed. and 
copra for which local o il extracting facton 
exist. T hese factor ies for a long time have bctn 
operating 3 10 5 months in the year for luc~ 01 
suffic ient supplies from local sources. The PO'" 
here is that the oil seed cakes also play an impor 
tant part in poultry and pig rations. 

It has long been demonstrated at thc LegOtl 
Anima l Research Farm that to per cent fi,h 
plca\ added to loc.l o il seed cakes togeth~ 
,with only very limited imports of Jl1ineral~vJtanlin 
supplements give cxeellpn t results. Why can't Il,b 
alca l be p,oduced from U,e fish dumped bad 
into the sea? Were it not for oi'l seed ca~" 
imported from Ghana ,af\d e1,s~wh~re to Drit,lln 
during the second world war. their poullry tit 

"'ustry would have collapsed; even now they dll' 
'pend grea tly on them and we are yet to £how thJt 
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we call use OUf own [esOU[q!S! 

Long Term Problems 

Lt..:t me now turn to the problem of producing 
anima1 protein for the country from a long term 
view. The long term problems of the livestock 
IIldustry are related to animals with large indivj· 
dua! yields which are, however, less prolific and 
slow-ilut uring, and have long generation inter· 
\', Is These animals are the rurninants'-----cattle, 
sh~t!r and goats. They give us meat, milk. b;des 
oliid skins. Here the limiting factors are not due 
::'0 much to poor stock as to dry season grazing 
Jnd \\J.LCf shortage. This results in the animals 
losing ilbout 10 per cent of their liveweight 
C'.;~l V' year. which in tum prolongs their time of 
mJlUfltv The an imals subsist only on poor 
~Halln 'which lowers their fert ili ty, growth ca­
pa ... f1) and milk yields. 

(')\.IpltJ with the feed problem. endemic di­
sc su:h as trypanosomiasis carried by tsetse 

Iii pleuropneumonia, rinderpest and river 
blind'1 ".s limit tbe distribution of livestock 

Ild nl~tn In all the natural grassland areas. Due 
th tid isent unassuming hard work of the 

'\wPlal t I :lith Division, at least rinderpest and 
"~I, di<1llneUmonia have been controlled. But. that 
h 1\'( Ironment of the livestock should be im­
If eo c..:fOrt: the genetic improvement of the ani­

t 111, dl)(~" not .. ~l:m obvious to many, including 
nj'X!ljn;ttd", some government officiaJs and their 

j .i Ill. forclhn experts. Thus, now and tben 
ppM experts and local converts who 

Jht." large·,scale importation o( temperate 
l plOd lice wool, meat. fresh milk, cheese 

I .. , r' Meanwhile. our livestock are in a 
tbll,; VVmlffilC biologica l balance with their 

If' i CI1v tronment. notably poor fced and di-

fCo be continued). 
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International Affairs 

THE RUSSIAN PHENOMENON 
By K. A. B. Jones-Quartey 

IN JUST 50 years the original Bolsheviks and 
their successors have converted a sprawling lia­
bility of a country into one of the two most 
powerful states ever developed in world history. 
In 1917, Russia was an impoverished and bru­
talised peasant community of hungry, ignorant, 
and wretched millions, long ruled by some of 
the most incredible autocrats that ever lived; 
today, exactly 50 years later, she is a ci,cipiined 
nation regularly producing scientific and techno­
logical marvels costing billions and dazzling even 
its only rival in the field. It was a very long way to 
travel in 50 years, but Russia did it. 

If one asks how it was done, however, the 
other side of the "mocn"-the "darker" side­
then begins to show. The trausformation of life 
in Russia through one of the most astonishing 
revolutions in human history has been achieved 
at incalculable human cost. Iron control over 
every aspect of life had reduced the people to 
robots of the state: the state, incarnated in the 
Communist Party, was, and still is, the ideal: 
the individual was its nameless, faceless, voice­
less servant. 

Terror stalked the land, as Josef Stalin, tacti­
cal successor to Lenin the strategist-who was 
in turn the successor of Marx the theorist­
executed, exiled, or otherwise ruthlessly silenced 
thousands of non-conformists, suspected non­
conformists, and potential non-Confor"1ists. Life 
for the vast majority of the Russian people, in 
short, became an insipid , joyless, and brutish 
existence; for many it became a living death; and 
for some more it often and suddenly ended in a 
bloody, untimely grave. 

Stalinist Machine 
Since Stalin's death in 1953 his successors 

(notably Kruschov and Kosygin) have slowly 
but steadily done much to change again the face 
of this stupendous country. The first dismantled 
the Stalinist machine of terror and then ever so 
gradually and cautiously liberalised life and po­
litics for the people, to the degree to which they 
dared. Ideological commitment, hatred [or capi­
talist exploitation, fear of internal trouble, mili­
tary preparedness against the West-in particular 
against the arch rival and enemy, America­
these and other obsessions would seem to make 
it unlikely that the Communists would ever 
abandon their Marxist. party·totalitarian system. 
But, compared with Stalinist Russia, the present 
state of affairs is considered to be paradisical 
by all students of this phenomenon. 

-
That says nothing, of course, concerning Ibe 

real difficulties that face the collective leadership 
of modern Russia. Politically the country • 
peaceful, and united in the pursuit of common 
goals, namely, greatness and security for Mother 
Russia; but it is the peace anp unity of totalira. 
rianism, a system simply of applied force, and 
"no nonsense from you, Comrade!" (or (rom 
anybody else). This entails the maintenance 01 
an internal security system which must he crud 
in its costliness and its inhumanity at ,everal 
points. In addition, the external aspects of securi. 
ty are even more frightening for a country facing 
the United States of America in political, ero 
nomic, and above all, military rivalry. 

Frankenstein Monster 
Econom ically, Russia is at grips with a fran· 

ken stein monster of its own creation and logic 
Her technological and scientific miracies are bein, 
achieved only by the total mobilisation of all 
ber economic forces and resources to tbe promo­
tion of these presently unproductive, non-wella~ 

pursuits. The complex machine and machine~ 

created for space science and space conquest 
seems to be in no way related to or connectol 
with consumer production. in which area Ihere 
is no comparable process of research. invention. 
or efficiency in operation; therefore the consumer 
needs of a population of some 200 million go 
unfulfilled, while an utterly senseless arms rae< 
against America-who is equally senseless too­
robs the Russian people of their right to economi< 
wellbeing. 

Agricultural Failure 
In this same connection, it should not Ii< 

forgotten how Russian agricultural policy bll 
failed consistently to meet the production targ'" 
demanded by the state and required by tli< 
people. Even the ideologically necessary syst'" 
of collectivization seems to be in ruins. as farms 
get broken into smaller units, making large-sea. 
mechanization operations for maximum foOO 
production less and less possible. Thus the wheat 
and the com run short, and have to be sup­
plimented with huge purchases of these baSi," 
foods from Canada and the same U.SA Neither 
Kruschov nor his successors have been able, In 

short, to do much more for the peasants or the 
Russian civil economy than mere survival de­
mands. 

Russo-African Relations 
And what about Russia and Africa? One of the 

major /aims of communism-perhaps no greater 
than that of . capitalism-is to capture as many 
spheres of influence as possible outside 01 
her own borders, for political as well as ecotlO" 
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lU. advantages. And so, like the West in their 
0Wn wa). the Communists have spared no efforts 
lO \\00 and try to win the black world over to its 
side In this campaign Russia has bad several 
advan'al!es: there is Marxism itself, the chief 
s.ourcl,; of modern political and economic ideo­
!O1!1, ilnd radicalism. Ideology and radicalism are 
the. t\' .. ii1~dynamics of leftism. which by its intel-

fiJal and rCVOilJtionary vita lity is more appeal­
io to Lhe young, tbe gifted, the oppressed. the 
pr, gressiv!:, than b conservatism in all its insi­
pid a I unpromjsing forms. 

) r )m.ll~ communism promised a release from 
c01, mialisP.l and offered Russ ia as a haven from 

t )rtllrt~S of race prejud ice in the "Vest. T hi rd­
h prospect of altering the economic base 
:n,:JFvci0peJ society, such that the masses 

)ul-1 dl,eU from economic exploitation, was 
Lhll had powerful appeal to the liberal 
t u[ many colonials yet unaffected by the 
lion of cia"" . All this, and more. form­

baSIS of the attachment which many 
m :J nd Asiatics developed for communism, 
til' "'anous wa)s in which they understood 

~iah m 

Non-Communist Challenge 

In ,'Vt"'it ,\frica. at any rate. neither the 
)111 : 11 L tlll.;/llselvcs nor their converts and 
, h .. 11 hay been able to make or get much 

th "I~m b.;re, and the reasons for this 
, f.". Jrc not difficult to discover. Mar-
111.-'. ,,"uhin ibclf prodigious internal dif­

Id tht~ e periencc of modern indus­
I tir.::s like Amt!rica at the one end 

!I n <JnJ. ~ay. Scandinavia on the other, 
h III n~cs some of the bluest-eyed dog­
till C\.LHlomil' [htory and weakens the 

It \ootaries" Next, most of the pre-
\( r 11 ucccssful propagation of the 
1'1 "P ·1 • .1l:on 01" th~ practice of Commu-

II d nl t ('"X 1st in West Africa. Thirdly, 
t Ih~ E'lst general ly have failed to 

r 'ble impact here. either as political 
s trading partners. because they 
in thl.! tlr~t role and disillusioning 

all i. saitl and done. Russi3 still 

ph~nomcnon for \\onder 

nl" in "11 ) cars. starting at the 
1 dl in JQ17. is eVidence of the gemus 

topment 

Education 
AFRICAN UNT"v'ERSITIES AND THE 

WESTERN TRADmON-II 
By 

L. H. Ofosu Appiab 

8 eginnings of Higber EducatioD 
NO COMMJSSIONS were appointed in West 
Africa to examine the question of the establish­
ment of a university in the British territories 
before the Second World War. But tl,e West 
African Governors asked tbe board of inspectors 
wbo came to Achimota College in 1938 to exa­
mine tbe part Achimota could playas an ins titu­
tion of Higber Education in West Africa. The 
College Council also asked it to examlne certain 
proposals for the introduction of B.A. degree 
courses. The inspectors did not give much en­
couragement to the idea of starting university 
degrees in Achimota in Arts and Science because 
some feared a reproduction of Bri tish academic 
standards and attitudes, while others thought the 
institution would not reflect African culture and 
traditions. But one important reason which is still 
a stumbling block to adaptation was the fea r 
among the Africans themselves that a second-ra te 
institution would be established in the Gold Coast 
to prevent the best men from going to Europe. 
This view still persists, since there is a certain 
high value attached by Africans to foreign degrees. 
however poor the institutions awarding them 
may be. The report of the inspectors at Acbimota 
and a report on Fourah Bay College were dis­
cussod in 1939 by the West African Governors' 
Conference. and a sub-committee was set up to 
plan university studies in Sierra Leone, the Gold 
Coast and Nigeria based on the existing Colleges. 
The Advisory Committee, acting on the recom­
mendations of the sub-committee. agreed lhat a 
commission on higher education should be set up. 
By this time the war had taken a turn for the 
worse, but the British Government did not waver 
in it.s resolve that universities should be establish­
ed in the Colonies. 

8ritish Colonial Initiative 
All the evidence shows that, whereas in the 19th 

centur) a few African intellectuals played a part 
in forcing the issue of the establishment of a 
1 'nhersity in British \Vest Africa. in the 20th 
centllf) the initiative came mainly from the colo­
nial power anJ individual Britons" During the 
Second \Vorld \Var a British professor of Bio­
chemistry. Chan non. "rote a memorandum for 
the Colonial Office on University Education in 
the Colonies. and his ideas were subsequently 
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embodied in tbe Asquitb and Elliot Reports. It 
was only on the Elliot Commission that Africans 
served, but the ideas on university development 
bad already been formulated by tbe British. The 
main interest of the Africans, it appears, was to 
get good universities in their countries, but they 
did not examine seriously the idea of a distinctive 
African university. 

The main feature of university development in 
the former colonial territories in Africa was tbat 
they followed very closely tbe type of universities 
ex isting in the metropolitan countries. Tbose 
who planned universities for the colonial territo­
ries did not dream that wi thin a decade of the 
establishment of the "Asquith Colleges" in Africa 
self-government would be a reality. Tbe planners 
had envisaged a long period of controlled deve­
lopment of universities within their empires, and 
nobody really dreamed that politics would take 
precedence over everything else in Africa. The 
development of universities, especially in the for­
mer Britisb colonies, has been influenced by tbe 
political history of tbe countries concerned. 

University Constitutions 

The major issue in university development is the 
question of constitutions. Tbe British provincial 
university type of constitution was given to all 
the colleges established after the Second World 
War, while the French gave tbeir peculiar type 
of university constitution to their territories. The 
British type stresses academic self-government 
based on tbe establishment of a lay council and 
a senate or academic board, and the French type 
treats the university as a part of the Civil Service. 
It is an administrative unit which contains withiu 
it the faculty, whicb is tbe society of scholars. 
It is tbe faculty whicb has the freedom to decide 
on academic matters without interference from 
the Civil Servants. The Minister of Education ad­
ministers the affairs of the universities in a way 
that would be unacceptable to those trained in 
British universities. For example, the Students 
Handbook for the University of Dakar for 1961-
62 lays down conditions for matriculation under 
a Paris degree of 21 July 1897. The two systems 
work admirably in the countries of origin. but 
when transplanted into Africa difficulties arise. 

Foreign Personnel 

The lack of qualified Africans to run the uni­
versities and the civil service makes it necessary 
to import foreign personnel. This creates a pro­
blem. since African politicians wiU never be COD­

vinced that any group of men from the former 
colonial powers are not out to dominate them. 
The British system does give the Africans some 

power on tbe lay councils, but this power 
be effectively used because tbose elected 
councils are generally not conversant 
demic matters, and are content to leave 
the academic men. Furtber, even where they 
find out facts for themselves, tbey do not ha 
the tinle or the inclination to do so. TberefoR, 
it is easy for any unscrupulous set of foreign aca­
demics to carry out policies which may prove 10 
be against the interest of Africans. On tbe sen.1II 
and tbe academic boards wbich are dominated 
by professors, Africans are in a minority, since 
in the early period of tbe growtb of the univem, 
ties there were bardly any African professors. The 
tbree or four odd lecturers elected by the stal! 
could not alter the situation much. In the French 
colonies also practically all the administration aDd 
tbe teaching were done by Frenchmen; while in 
the Belgian Congo the running of tbe University 
of Louvanium has all along been in tho- h.od! 
of Belgian academics. It is such situations which 
invite political interference. And tbe history of 
the University of Ghana from 1961-66 is the IJClI 
example of bow not to solve a knotty problem 
For, until you have your own competent dolll, 
if you use force on the foreigners, you are Iell 
with unfilled posts and lecture rooms without 1«­
IUrers. Tliis situation may not impress Afriw 
politicians who can educate tbeir cbildren abroad 
but it harms the country. 

Curricula and Politicians 

The question of curricula has also engaged the 
attention of academics as well as politicians. Those 
who tbought about university development a 
quarter of a century ago entertained the bope that 
it would be possible to adapt the curricul. to 
suit African conditions. The main difficulty hert 
has been the supply of teacbers who pave the 
ability to embark on new areas of study. Sino: 
very little had been written on African history. 
languages, social structure, music and foWort, I 
these subjects could not be introduced from the 
outset. The foreigners who started the universities 
could therefore give the Africans only what they 
themselves knew. This has been labelled cultu,", 
imperialism; and though it may be true of the 
French in the 1920's onward, even their philoso' 
phy of education has stressed adaptation over tb< 
years. Apart from the fact that one is not ex­
pected to teach what one does not know, it is 
also true that the Africans themselves are coo­
vinced tbat it is onJy when they are taught the 
same subjects as the foreigners that they can be 
accepted as first class intellects on the inter­
national scene. Some Africans, (notably arcb-
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l"t lonalists like Nkrumah), do not even think it 
lI.; .... cs~'ary for their d:iidren to speak their mother 
longut:. And it is a fact tb2.t Ghanaian languages 

.... r .. "wdied better under the British colonialists 
~ n under hl.: .. umab. This at tilude is the result 

In inferiority complex; 2nd it breaks out in 
, i 'e praicc of thing:; African in public and 
-I etlon of them in everydey life. The result of 

u, ·h an attitude is that after nearly two decades 
I U li t:rsity work we do not have many books 

tflcan languages. and undergraduate courses 
1L subjects are Dot commOD. To blame 

perialists for this state of affairs is an 
p !JC.lll 'n of the problem, 

The Classics and Afrie"os 

l trom uitidsm of the laL!( of adaptation 
m foreign scholars who c~nnot under­
A.fricans should stud) Latin. Greek. 

on md Middle Englllih. Apart from 
1 dIll these subjcct<:; form a part of the 

r Jition. there is another question: why 
Jn1 one from studying any subject at 

1"Juld Africans stull;' only modern 
IU rrcnch'" Perhaps because these na­

,1 'nlseu them. It is worth remarking that 
1 I, I <l Warr Commission decided against 

in by East Africans tbe British 

or the past t\\o decades have 
I 11arf...t:,j Incompetence in the PhYSical 

,h It !heir teachers h:Wt; had to find a 
But U1 'l\jlgeriu. where no school taught 

he L.stablishm;:nt of the llniversity 
I' ddan in 1948, th, study of the 

ltTccted the output of scientist", 
t 1.:: ! b ,.\1.:1.l:pteu by Africans tha t African 

Ih ll!I' .. ' ms \\hen lht"'y enter universi­
I' Jl1t kno\', any of the language" on-

th Ir subjects. then the content-un 
..,;u, I ur the Arabs who conquered 

\\ huse language African' arc 
.) If':un today. did not ask such qucs­
Iho.:\ "t.ntcd to ~lud)' Greek in order 
ot \nqolk and Euclid. Perhaps tha· 

, .... pi th~'n lx .. J.usc thcy did not ha\ e any 
ureril)fS to Jeterminc what they 

illlllJ '-lllt! .. Rt' lh~l.t as \1 ma~. it is a fact that 
t he bl'st b\)0l..s on Afril.:an culture have 
fltlen b~ Frcnch·spe.lking Afn .. .ans , .... hose 

studies bave been identical with those of French­
men, and who, like most of their Euglish speak­
ing counterparts, could not write their mother 
tongues. 

Modernization and Our Universities 

The relationship between African universities 
and the societies in which they are established 
has been the subject of lively debate in Africa, 
Europe and America. African universities, unlike 
European universities. were established as a result 
of popular demand to meet the challenge of mo­
dernisation. They grew up at a time when politics 
had made the outward signs of progress more 
important than the intellectual attainments which 
are associated with University men and women 
in Europe. The economic importance of a recent 
graduate in an African state has been far higber 
than that of his counterpart in Europe. and in 
most countries he has walked easily into a weU­
paid job by just having a degree. The result is that 
very few African graduates. whether in univer­
sities or in the civil service. feel the need to coo­
tinue to exert themselves intellectually, especially 
after a post-graduate qualification has been se­
cured. The Western tradition of learning for its 
own sake has not yet taken root anywhere in 
Africa. One main reason is that in the second 
half of the 20th century it has been accepted all 
over the world that universities have the function 
of supplying the manpower needs of the societies 
which pay for their upkeep. The stress has there­
fore been on quantity, and arguments have been 
advanced for having lower entry standards and 
less exacting general degrees in order to provide 
the teachers and administrators and technologists 
needed in Africa. Where a British graduate wi ll 
have to take a stiff examination betore entering 
the administrative branch of the civil service or 
the foreign Service. his Ghanaian or igerian 
counterpart enters it on the strength of a degree 
Where It takes the Briton twenty·five years to 
rise near to the top. his Ghanaian counterpart 
becomes a head of department ten years after 
taking tbe B.A. General degree. Since money is 
what most educated men are after in African 
states. it takes something more than mere idealism 
for an African s.::holar to pursue his studies anu 
walt for years to achieve something solid bdore 
being appointed to ;) chair, And so the learning 
'ls-'\odatcd with a professorship in a European 
unI\c~i(y is generally absent in the African set­
ting. "'-nd this can be said not only of African 
scholars. but of their foreign col1eagues as well. 
In order to establish a tradition of learning and 
s\'holarship in the Afri~an universities the res-
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ponsible posts in the public service should be 
open to competitive examinations and political . 
interference should be avoided. If this is done, 
the calibre of tbe men and women who man the 
civil service and, the uuiversities will be identical, 
and it will not be usual to find those who did bad­
ly at the . universities dictating to the ac~demic 
men on University Councils in matters of which 
they bave little or no knowledge. 

Seeondary School Teaching 
Teaching as a career should be taken more 

seriously, and qualifications for teaching in se­
condary schools should be higher than they are 
at present. Here we can learn from the history of 
the French Ecole Normale. For this institution 
caused a revolution in French higher education 
by maintaining a high standard of scholarship. 
For example, in 1903 in the history aggregation 
all the six candidates from the Ecole Normale 
were successful as against three out of forty 
from the Sorbonne and one out of thirty in the 
provincial universities. In the African universities 
diplomas in teaching are awarded, but there is 
not the same insistance on high academic attain­
ments for the teacher as one finds in secondary 
schools in Europe and ,good schools in Britain. 
Indeed, teachers are a depressed class in some 
African countries like Ghana. The result is that 
of about 900 teachers in the Ghana secondary 
schools in 1966 only about 260 were Ghanaians. 
The problem of adaptation can never be solved 
where foreign teachers are in a majority in Afri­
can secondary schools. 

Learned Societies 

Learned societies and professional associations 
should be taken more seriously by African univer­
sity men. Academies of learning, like universities, 
may be started by foreigners, but unless the na­
tionals take an active interest in their work and 
consider it a duty to take up the challenge and 
extend the frontiers of learning, these academies 
will become prestige societies. We may take a 
warning from the history of the Russian Academy 
which in the 18th century was an Academy of 
foreigners and produced only one outstanding 
Russian of genius. Michael Lomonossov. The 
French astronomer and geographer, d'Auteroche, 
who was a guest of the Russian Academy in 1761 , 
wrote as follows: "The Academy of Sciences. 
founded by Peter the Oreat, is famous. Bernoulli. 
Delisle, Hermann and Euler brought here the 
fame they had garnered in their own countries. 
The arts, too, add their lustre. But it all fades 
away at once when the great men from abroad 
leave Russia or die". For the remaining decades 

of this century African universities and learned 
societies will have to make a determined effon 
to break new ground in learning and scholarship 
and to depe~d less on foreigners. Unless this is 
done, the stricture on tbe Russian Academy lVili 
apply to the African scene, and African univer, 
sities will become degree producing factorie. 
which depend on foreigners for the intellectual 
skill. The aim of their founders would have been 
defeated. 

Observer Notebook 
Economic Reeovery a Precondition of Civilian 

Rule? - A Fallacy 

WHEN the N.L.C. took over from the previoll.\ 
government, the economy of this country IV" 
almost in a total mess. In the twenty months of 
their rule, they have done reasonably well in an 
eflort to repair the damage done to the ecooomy 
of the country. We do not here propose to 
appraise the achievements of the N.L.C. (which 
are real) but oilly to comment on an assumptioo 
which has apparently underlain their endeavou~ 

It appears from repeated statements by the 
N.L.C. that they aim to eflect an early eennomic 
recovery for tbe country. So early, indeed, do the­
hope to achieve this tbat they have seemed to be 
making it a pre-condition of their handover of 
power to a future civiJian government. We cannol 
belp thinking that they have not, perhaps gauged 
alright the eoormity of the task to be accom· 
plished. We assume, of course, that they art 

sincere in their regular protestations of freedom 
from political ambition. Accordingly, they must 
naturally feel that they have precious little tim' 
left to attain an objective which unfortunately 
seems to be receeding. In the circumstance, they 
may well have come to spurn the philosophy of 
'hasten slowly'. Herein lies a not im"onsiderable 
danger. 

Nkrumah wished to developed this country at 
a blinding rate and on a grandiose scale. In the 
event, a spate of mindless capital investment 
brought the country but virtual ruin. In the 
attempt to put things right, nothing can be easicr 
than to hasten speedily with negative results. 
We would be happy to be able to believe that 
no such thing has llappeoed <lne way or the other 
But consideration of a number of major steps 
taken by the N.L.C. since their accession to power 
makes excessive optimism somewhat difficult. 

Was the rapid retrenchment of 'redundant' 
workers matched by any profound reflection on 
the probable (and as it bas turned out palpable) 
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human and social consequences? Was the expe­
<twill of devaluation weighed against the prima 
laclc impressive manifold of unfavourable fac­
"K Have the NLC., in point 01 practice, aban­
Joncd their professed welfare aims? In their 
undt,.;fstandable anxiety to create a favourable 
rno~phere for foreign inveslment and help, 

h",( 'hey appreciated sufficiently the necessity of 
maki!lg our putative foreign helpers understand 
th1l Chanaians wil l never accept even from hene-

h. \)rs (where ever they may come from) any 
pra :!Cl:\ likely to diminish their independence and 
II lman dignity, at any rate, in their own country? 
Ha lhcy always understood -the implications of 

a [cements with foreign groups into which 
Ihey have tended to enter with an alacrity 
H"l !'.' ys easy to parallel? These are only a few 

f t questions tha t have been tormentIng sym-
p. I" students of the reign of tbe RLC. 

\\e it) not have any faith in the magic poten­
; i ihucr ot a civi lian government; but if the 
u Joubtcdly sound, and recently mucb rehearsed, 

ll'i for an eventual (and unprotracted) return 
Ihan rule shoulrl infuse the NLC with a 

f urgency for tbe actual imp1ementa tion of 
t( lha, end, 'bey would perhaps be enabled 

III I'll ed with a bappier conscience if they 
u!J bH· divest themselves of the notion that 

h 't: 1 duty, or that It is expected of tbem. 
hc\ u into an economic millennium in the 

It· le_ W' I..:annot suppress our anxiety at the 
h thai persistence in the attempt to do 

I.) cunl.:ewable se t of genuises can achieve 
II ears {rom now might eventuate in 

)1' adlun \I,ihose consequences nobody can 
Ilh \.trtainly. 

Sale of State Farms 

II reported that a special committee 
up by the Ministry of Agriculture to 

I "Ie of 60 stale farms, An aspect 
llTltnittce's \\o rk will be to investigate 
1', of lmproper acquisition of the lands 
i.lP'lI" It is a well-known fact that a 

1 h pl f ntq,!t:' of. if not alL the lands was 

PI! 'rJl\ Icqu"red without any compensation. 
Ill, -l I th~ toVt'rnment IS no more interested 

HI .1 I nJ 11 ;,Iands to reason that they should 
n d \ 'h he t;iven back to the original owners 
n 111 .Inu mJi\'iJuals), who shoulJ be en­

i '<) f~lnn ('o-operatives where "ppro­
('I httl,; r \)f it \,ouIJ be very unfair to the original 
~)'.\ IlL It h;.t\ mg lo~t intere:st In these lands. the 

'11me-nt should sen them to other p-..::rsons. 
nwnctary compensa[i\)Il to the owners 

would still be unfair, let alone asking tbe owners 
to buy back their own lands (perbaps many 
cannot afford to do so now) because government 
bas sunk capital into the lands, Tbe lands sbould 
be given back to their owners for whatever 
purposes they desire, If there is any agricultural 
policy, let the government encourage the farmers 
and not seU out tbeir lands to persons yet un­
known. Land questions are among those any 
good government has to approach with the great­
est circumspection. Moreover, one is not very 
happy about government by committees, Witness 
the Gbana-Abbott agreement and the Inter-Con­
tinental deal, 

Letters 
National Self-respect 

SIR-When the abortive coup occurred on April 17, 
1967, the question which bothered many Ghanaians 
was whether foreign investors were going to lose con­
fidence in us or not It was quite instructive to observe 
tha t the main concern of most of us was that others 
should have confidence in us, and not that we should 
be the principal agentS in this great e.~ercise. It was as 
if our wbole orientation and point of reference lay 
outside of our fair country; and it hardly needs men~ 
tioning that this self-distrust has been the cause of so 
much of our failures. And yet. however bankrupt we 
may be, however weak we may be, there is one source 
of strength which we ought to have-faith in ourselves, 
and this we cannot e."{pect our friends. however generous 
to give us. 

One of the subtle dangers inherent in the many 
foreign aid programmes, which seem to have become 
the vogue in international relations these days, is that 
outside aid enfeebles a people, and tends ultimately to 
eat away at the roots of what should be the very 
foundation of any nation. It is a fact that we may need 
help in building our nation but even more importanl 
is the fact that, in the final analysis, it is on ly Ghana­
ians who can build Ghana-if we are to retain any 
semblance of self-confidence in ourselves as a people. 
This fact is borne (lut by T. S. Masson's statement that, 
"there is DO m;:m so low down that the cure for hiS 

condition does not lie strictly within himself". 

Contrary to 'What the "realists" teU us.. it should be 
categorically stated thal we cannot rely on help from 
ab road as the major instrument in the development of 
our nation. if we wam to own our souls. 

It may be that owning our !';oul.s is Jess important 
than filling our st"maehs. and if that be the ca~,;; then 
our pre-occupation with the present ha" detracted from 
the quality of our liycs. Througb olltside aid our inde­
pendence becomes a palpable myth. By independence, 
I d0 not mean mole-eyed isolation from others, I mean 
what Eric Williams describes as the "commencement 
of the great work of a search for national identity. 
not the oonsumptioo of the long period of satellite 
status under I..olonialisrn"; it is lhe independence \'\-uid! 
means 'n new inspir.llion rather than an old exhaus­
tion". 
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It may be a short-cut to economic and s0ciai develop­
ment to receive aid. but that would mean that the 
burden of ou r development would fall on shoulders 
other than Ollf own. To be frank , it is rather shameful 
Ihal our developmen t shou ld be the result of the gene­
rosity of olhers. How can we call Ghana a nation of 
aUf own creation ur;der such circumstances? Or arc we 
happy just to admit iliat Ghana is the product of 
"int erna tiona l co-operat ion", a co-opera ti o n in wh ich 
all the operating was done by olhers? Need we remind 
ou rselves Ihat our claim to independence was based 
on the determinat ion to shape our destiny? This is 
the " new inspiration\'; we cannol therefore be dependen l 
and independent flt the same time, 

We seem to be in a more serious situation now tban 
we w~re befo re independence. because we are now 
saddled with the myth of independence, whi le in actua l 
fact our dependence has increased. A nyone in doubt 
shou ld look at the number of agreemen ts we have 
signed for loans; Lhc number of expatriates teaching 
jn our schools; the surplus food we recciw (rom ab road 
etc. Did we free ourselves on ly to be fed and clo thed 
by our former ru lers? ] wish the din .of "what went 
wrong" and the "crimes of the former reg ime", however 
great, wou ld give way to the silen t voice of "what we 
should do now". 

Institute o[ A[denn Studies, 
Legon. 

Kofi A~ilrc Opoku 

THE POINT 
Looking for a nice qu iet spot to sit 

and relax? 
Then come to 
THE POINT 

Want a nice juicy hot Barbecue with 
a cool drink? 

What about tea and our delicious 
home-made cakes and biscuits? 

O.K., then make it a point 
to come to 

THE POINT 
(at the junction of the old Accra-Tema ~oad llnd 

the Accra-Ada Road) 

Open 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. everyday 
Also available at 

THE POINT 
Fresh Eggs, Khebab, Ice-cream, 

cakes, etc. 
Afternoon Tea Time starts from 

3.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tel. 81-2851 

ST R-This year, it looks as if the nation', 
is being do ne outside the count ry; for, in the 
mont hs, especially since the budget, everybody 
is any body has gone out of thi s country to spend 
time in some other country's ca pita l. Ae 
G bana ian official s must cu rrently be running 
seconds to American tourists, for they arc in t.aea. 
Nairob i, Rome, Geneva, Tel Aviv, Hamburg. Co 
hagen, Mont rea l, Rio or New York/Washington. All 
them, wi thout cxccplion, wi ll pass through Land 
their second home. some time or Lbe other during 
journey; and a ll of them will a rri ve with "unac 
panied baggage." 

The appointment of Civil Commiss ioners was wid 
and rightly interpreted as a move in the right dircCllo 
11 was felt. firs tly. {Q be the init ia l step towards Ci\ll! 
rule. Secondly, it gave Ihc country an apportunil~ I 
see how Min isters of State should go about Ih i 
duties-a welcome contrast to the reckless i rresponsl I 
lity of the not so d istant past. The cali bre of th 
commissioners, or at least some of them, or even m 
o( them, provided ample grounds for optimism 
so one thought. After onl y three months in offi, 
however, one begins 10 have doubts. 

One reason for doubt is that some of them appea 
to be bent on becoming roving, instead of civil (( 
missioners. One hears and sees them nil over tb 
count ry, and it may be argued that they have to acquu 
first -hand experience of the prob lems they hale 
f<l ce. But wby the external roving, that is, globe-trolli 
as well? Today one is in N igeria; tomorrow another 
in Californ ia; and next day yet ",nother is in Hollll 
and the (ollowing day sti ll another is in London. Ont 
thing is certa in: They cannot at the same time 
behind lbeir desks in (jle Ministries and clear Ih r 

fil es. 

The case of the Attorney-Genera l's office is st rikin, 
It cannot cope w ith its work. There a re Ghnoni 
langui sh ing in cells now awaiting tr ial for munlc 
and have been there for up to onc year in some I:;lSC 

solely because the Attorney-Gene ra l's office hus OJ! 

found time to draw up the necessa ry indi,ctments.1b 
are olhers awai ting trial for po~essi ng forbidden dC1l8 
bul, again, lhc same office has not been able to l~ 

the necessa ry fiats. \Vas thi s the ~ime for lhe AHornC) 
Genera l to 'be travelli ng extens ively abroad; ns he .... 
do ing recently? 

Next let us look at public officia ls generally. Abtul 
ten pc;ople were officia ll y reported (0 have leit for U, 
U.N. session last month. We do not know how nun) 
people in fact went to New York. But the question i 
did we rea lly need such a la rge delegation? .'\ 8310. 

how m<lny people went to Kinshasa for the O.A.tT 
Con[erence? How many are currently in New Yor~ on 
some offic ia l business o r other? Or in Mootrcal, M 

Pa ris, or London? What specia l contribution are, all 
these people going to ma ke tha t our foreing mi~lon' 
in those capitals cannot handl e? 

The nation's officials are not showing sufficient ~,r 
cumspecti on and nationalism in succumbing 10 the 
habit o( globe-trotting. They are a lso giving the clear 
impression lIlat they themselves lack the spirit of sa 
cri fice wh ich they are a lways urg ing on the less (or 
tunate citi.zens of this society. Our officials may not be 
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," ii' 10 per cent on contracts, as the socialists did. 
r. 11 the) arc certainly using some percentage of the 

ubli ,tIers on travelling! For eacb person who goes 
I !O'!\ the nation pays about £200 sterling for his 

tum (are alone. In addition, we pay him an average 
f flO -tuling a day fo r the peri od he is away, the 

~r diem allowance depending on rank and place. 
. p(mding figures for New York are: fares, $960; 

I .... "" _ m _::>. iH least $28.00 a day). 
,lolO caSt; -. our travelling officials will be "wined 

l' flo ned" and by the time they are ready to return 
hey have saved all thcir money, except the 

h ( I I j hg bill. Then there will be a lot of shopping. 
H _:s of 'lew luggage will be brought home on 

I I, ami many others will be brought unaccom· 
:J Tn ltb Cl<es. since they arc V.J.Ps. the luggage 
I 11 ..1mmoo by the Customs. With devaluation 

H Ih lffcriog masses", how convenient for the elite! 
"110.:; .... hen we are being told that there is no 

tim when we are groaning under the 
1tioo, is it justified for commissioners 

n I I"! r l1cl, 1)1 to spend scarce resources on journeys 
n Uu' ,rid' 

" "t;rnlncnt officials resolve from now on to 
I mlj anu \\("If\.;. a little? Yours sincerely, 

I 

To" n. Kofi Agbozo 

\(lministrative Arrol!ance 
wee' ago my wife, B., in a most cour· 

.... , nt to the Ghana Medical School to 

·Hl~ surprise at the incident. There was 
}\'11 ou,. Professor was angry at B, but on 
h1 I thnugh it concerned B was not her 

t pers mal but official and much to 
Ih lS concerned. 

not \U ~LlOn the right of our Professor to 
nc w\)uld question the sense in taking 

1 h;r "Ind an impoJrtant issue at that 
~h Ii ..:lihood of a whole Division. 

for use a'i a basis for insulting B 

mlp ltt! ot r r our learned Prof~sor to note 
ba \(Jur could hayc aroused any number 

Bal I \\"uld not lose my head so easily. 
t 10 note that when you arc en~ 

' •. n enmentat rcspon:,ibility it i~ ex· 
( He it \\lthout bias. but not to 

on.11 pwpcrty. 
smad.s or administratiyc areo· 

L9 not repeated 
K.J\f..\. 

but 1 am 

[':1('"'1. and T 1.:41n write with some can· 
p 19ht' ~)f Gha.naians in lbadan toda.,.. 

at I a~t 4;' Ghanaians li\ ing in Ibadan 
I kontH' (and ~c meet !tach othcr fairl .. 
_'ne ,'I us han: been beaten up, molested, 

o r detained and "squeezed" in connection with the 
present crisis in Nigeria. I have also been meeting some 
Ghanaians living i.n T .agos, and they have not com· 
plained of any such nasty incidents. I can hardly con· 
elude from this that no Ghanaian in Nigeria has been 
molested. In the same way, I think it is unjustifiable and 
unfortunate for Janet Afreh·Kasaam and K. Kwabere· 
Abradu (L.O. Vol. II, No. 21, pp. 13·14) to conclude 
that Ghanaians in Nigeria are all being molested. 

The impression 1 have gained from recent visits to 
Ghana is that there is a lot of wrong information about 
Nigeria circulating in the country. For example, very 
few of the people 1 talked to would believe that there 
are any Easteners or Ibos in Lagos or Ibadan. Also. 
most of them believed that I would most certainly be 
killed or harmed in some way if I went back to 
Nigeria. There is no doubt that there are also defi­
ciencies and inaccuracies in some of the news items 
about Ghana that circulate in this country. The exam· 
pies I have given are probably e."t.treme cases. 110st of 
this type of misinformation or conclusion can be pre­
vented by an increase in the efficiency of our infor· 
mation services, but there are others that we just 
have to learn to Ihre with. No country can establish 
a perfet:tly efficient information service even within 
its own borders. We just have to n~t:oncile ourselves 
to these rather imperfect conditions. In particular, we 
must realise that some of the many conclusions we 
draw from day to day are likely to be based on wrong 
information. It is important that we should try to check 
our facts before we take action on these conclusions, 
especially those actions that do affect other people. 
The majority of people do not bother to do this for 
one reason or other and get involved in rather 
unfortunate incidents; some of these were reported in 
the two letters in your October 13 issue. Very often 
such action is taken by rather petty·minded public 
officers. We have this type of person in every country 
and these incidents do occur in every country, even in 
Ghana. The only solution is that there should be 
well-established avenues for resolving the situations 
that arise. quietly and without much pUblicity. I like 
to believe that the "top officer" at the Ghana High 
Commission in Lagos who is supposed to have told 
Janet Afreh·Kasaam that "we are also in the soup" did 
take some action, 

If we cannot use normal avenues to get wrongs of 
this sort redressed, there is no objection to writing to 
the Press, But let us not halrten to generalise or make 
national isrues of them. 
Depl. of Chemistry D. A. Bekoe 
Unhersity of Ibadan 
lbadw. Nigeria. ______ _ 

SIR-I am a bit surprised that you published the 
effusions of Mr. Atiamo Eleg:bo, a Radio Nigeria 
commentator (Ob~e"cr. Vol. lI. No. 21. pp. 21-22) 
without publishing simultaneously the official Ghana 
gO\ crnment raction. What is more. his outpourings 
haye been diSOwned by a Nigerian official, Chief 
Enahoro 

However. my main concern 1S the mentality behind 
Mr Etegbo's statements bCc.:luse it is representative 
of his country's intelligentsia and it is also partly res· 
pOlUlble for the present hostilities between ~igeria 
and ber (ormer Eastern Region, 

Ghana, be sneered •• has al1\a)s envied Nigeria's 
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size and potentials." Gambia, he fizzled out, is "this 
micro state which has a population ... not more than 
that of Lagos". N igerians have for a long time now 
entertained the ridiculous belief that large size guaran­
tees their amorphous country the status of a first-class 
African power. Very little, however, did th(;;y take 
appropriate steps to tack le the problems concomitant 
with their ethnic heterogeneity and immense size. 
Instead they sort of gloated on tbe fortunate accident 
that made the country one, whi le the practical test of 
giving meaningful expression to the geographical unity 
was never serious ly pursued. The great ideal of a first­
rate power ran into a series of conflicts with the naked 
realities of internal disunity and ethnic incompatibili­
ties, which crippled attempts to pursue the ideal and 
culminated in the <.'atastrophe we are witnessing today. 

The rude fulminations of Mr. Blegbo and his like­
minded countrymen, the civi li an backbone of the Lagos 
regime, should not bother Ghanaians, who have been 
making serious and successful efforts to submerge 
their ethnic differences in the interest of a structural 
similarity which recognises and values the importance 
ot the we spirit. Mr. Blegbo ought to have known that 
the phenomenon of "tribalism" by which a group of 
lecturers in a respectable Nigerian university organised 
and sang primitive war songs against their colleagues 
from a different ethnic group has never and may never 
be recorded even at the lower levels of modem Ghana­
ian society. In Nigeria it is more of the rule than the 
exception. 

I should like to conclude by affirming that the "size" 
of any African country today is a political accident. 
It is in this sense like a symbol; and if a symbol has 
no practical meaning it becomes not only incomprehen­
sible but completely valueless. So-called Nigerians ought 
to have learnt by now the lesson of this analogy. 
In the history of mankind, powerful and influential 
nations have emerged not as a result of sheer size 
or number but mainly through the abilities of their 
leaders to inculcate into the people, first and foremost', 
a spirit of togetherness-what the sociologists call 
esprit de corps. This is a pre-requisite fo r internal peace 
and hannony, profitable exploitat ion of "potentials" 
and consequently external respect and influence. Ghana 
has taken a long stride towards creating that we sen­
timent, and I wish her success. N igeria, on the other 
hand, is yet to enter for the heats if she desires a 
sure place in the finals (which is however no guarantee 
that she wiU win). Will she ever? 
Dept. of Sociology, B. I. Cbukwukere 
University College, 
Cape Coast. 

"American Intervention" 
SlR-May I , an expatriate who has known Ghana 
for the past 5 years and admired many things, express 
concern over one of these things I used to admi re : 
The State Hotels Corporation in general and the 
Ambassador Hotel in particular. 

Formerly the Ambassador Hotel. whilst always suf­
fering from a slow terrace servce, was, at least, a first 
cla:S:i and friendly hotel by international standards. Now 
what is it since the so-called American Participation 
has occurred? It can only fairly be described as a third 
class bush station with lawns growing to seed and uncut; 
filthy Ooors in its barbers shop; pornography in the 
book kiosk; regimentation in the cuisine-"No, you can't 

have a fried egg sandwich. They are not on tbe ml'l'lu . 
-a service so clogged up with documentation that I; 
takes at least 15 minutes to get one's cbange; nOI I, 

mention enormous excavations in the entrance dri\ 
left unattended for the past 5 weeks; as well as a pik 
of rubbish opposite the Ballroom Entrance. 

. The final insult, of course, is, after one has pal'td 
the uncut lawns and the cob-web encrushed and fI). 
blown light fittings to arrive in the bar and be shartl( 
Jessly robbed. Prices have now been advanced on I 
loca l spirits beyond reason and most pockeb. A tot 
of local Whisky, available in the pubs at 25NP, no 
costs 60 NP. Admittedly the hotel tot is 25 to the botUe 
whereas the pub one is 32 to the bottle. But a bOltir 
still sells to either hotel or pub at NC4.15. Tbcrcfoft 
the pub is making a profit of NC3.85 per bolUt 
whereas the hotel makes NCIO.85 per bottle. fwo 
allowing for the bigger overheads of a botel a rtr. 
tain clement of profiteering might be said to appear 1(1 
bc present. 

How can the Ghanaian directors of the State Hotch 
Corporation allow such an unhappy state of affair 
continue unchecked? The eventual outcome can onlv 
be to drive away all patrons save rich American lour 
ists who blinded and bemused by the hot African run 
are blissfully unconscious of dirt, untidyness and if 
efficiency. 
Burma Camp 
Accra 

H. A. Lynch·Robiruoo 
Superintendent Arcbitc(1 

(Armed Forces Sectlool 
Public Works Dcpnrtm" t 

Crop Produclion ill Ghana 
SJR-Mr. Doku's a rticle on 'Crop Production io 
Ghana' shows that he is fairly well informed about 
that part of the country's agricultural researeh \\ith 
which he deals. But his main suggestion~that rcseardl 
into crops could be gea red to support increased pro 
duction morc effectively if several researcJ:t units wert 

created to deal with different groups of crops-is surd .. 
rather unimaginative. It must also be describtd 11 

'academic' when the hard facts of available money and 

experienced research staff are taken into account. 
Thc truth is that one can argue the merits of quilt 

a number of different ways of organizing the clToru 
of researchers in any ficld onc chooses-and precedentl 
for one or other viewpoint arc usually not far 10' \ 
But however research may be organized, scientists WIll 
cooperate with other scientists in different organi 
ti ons, and thus "avoid duplication and ensure efficienl 

use of personnel" as Mr. Doku urges, if the inel'lUll 
to cooperate exists. 

One feels, surprising though it may seem, that 10 

cultural research scientists in Ghana lack the sen!C 01 

urgency in their work wh ich would encourage them to 
cooperate fully'. where it is necesSary to do so, in Ord~1 
to press through important research projects to we r 
publication and implementation stages. 

Why (his should be is probably partly due to the 
fact that it has seldom before really mattered whel~cJ 
or n~t a piece ~f research resulted jn a ~eaJlS of!~~; 
crcaSlOg producl!on. Yet fortunately one discovers 
agricultural scientists can feel embarrasst.>d if oskcd I.~ 
what way their projects might increase output, 01 ~ 
asked to describe precisely how their data c~uld 
effectively translated into higber yields and :til Inc~oJ 
iog standard of living. In a world where seriOUS (0 
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shortages already exist these are inescapably valid 
questions, whatever one', views about the usefulness 
of 'pure' or 'applied' research. 

So~ if we mwt wri:t.e :::.bout ceorganizatioD, would it 
not be sensible to try and create that sense of urgency 
which results in scientific cooperation and research 
achievement? Ways that suggest themselves are the 
following. 

(1) Let industrial representatives (men who make 
chocolate and cocoa bags, spin and weave cotton. pro­
cess and preserve food, etc.) have an effective voice on 
the Steering Committees of appropriate research insti ­
tutions. This will inform the scientists what hard­
headed businessmen think they should be doing. 

(2) Include in the mining of extey.sion Staff a course 
(")0 the importance of reporting back ways in which 
research results fail to help them in their work. This 
might draw researchers' attention to some of the far­
men' real needs. 

(3, (The most important): Initiate more effective ways 
'f gathering statistics on agricultural production. and 
modify traditional ways in government of allocating 
mooey for research, so that two things may happen: 

(a) that we may see clearly what each different crop 
is worth (what percentage of the gross national pro­
duct do the farmers who grow it acrually produce?); 
and, from these data. 
b) that we may calculate. and spend realistically, 

a percentage of that worth on research and develop-
ment 

'-fight we not find, in the process, that another 
reason why researchers lack a sense of urgency is be­
cause they feel they have remote chances of obtaining 
adeqU3.te funds to solve the urgent problems that stare 
hem accu!ingly in the face? 

('r,tp~ Research Inst::irote, 
P O. Box 3185, 
KuD'Ullsi. 

The Kotoka Trust Fuod 

J. Brian Wills 

SIR· In May thi:!! year, the Katon Tru:!!t Fund was 
Launched. The target date for don::a.tions was so short 
that we thought that the Trust was to be u.sed imme­
·~iately We showed our love for Kalab and donated 
marc than the target of NCSOO.OOO. But since then 
nothlOK b.n.s ~en beard of the projects. Why7 
C'wealth BaJa, Kofi Semanyu 
L~oo. 

'The Bawku (Kusasi) Dbtrict 

SlR- I wi:!h to comment on Seglri Oahamani's article 
whir.h appeared on the 29th of September in the 
L.q:OQ Observer. 

Seairi "''8..' not able to give the appropriate answer 
,fr.l_ A. Yakubu'.s letter. But that l.s not 3.U. He is 

a .:award. for be Kave YQ.u the wrong bo.:t number. 
Sa'ollt ku Post Office has only 88 letter boxes but Mr. 
Oahamani gives his number as 108. 

h be denying that the KUSlsi$ are the land ownen 
ol Bawku? U so, he mould study his local hIstOry 

f the KU3d.:1s iUl: deoied their right. they wiU only 
,,~ denied the freedom and democra.:y won for this 
-ountt)'. 
"p.O. Bos. 8 
Ba..tm. 

Anida Di.nko 

is made in 

Gilbey's Gin is only ooe of the 
maoy fine drinks made by Wine 
& Spirit Distributor.; (Ghana) 
Limited. You can also' get 
Henkes' Schnapps. Dun='s 
Whisky. Queen Elizabeth Gin, 
Reine Marie Brandy, J.<rimskaya 
Vodka. Mario Vermouth. All 
these fine quality drinks are made 
in Gbana. 

Sole Distriburors:-

WINE 4 SPIRIT DISTRIBUTORS (GHAU) 
P.o. BOX 3412. ACCRA. TELEPHONE 



company, which 
is ;tcr prov1d~ , arrloni otIiir the managerial 
.:ncr' fuclinlciu knoW-how:- have proposed one Mr. 
fuctSi;ifi:~Miurfiaf; a's?tiig'manager of the enter­
priie'_'-Mt:b M~aliig;urt:~"di" visited Ghana on 
au;;[tii(iY.'-'>jfoti~~j~~'?lft''itiost two weeks. On 
Oct>Ober'-i'9; 196.T,"thio °f0Itowing report appeared 
irii ' fud')OW,,: c.'!ta~'Datii.;"'£ University campus 
ne\i;si~ . :"'(jf'rowa State Univer­
'Si.tY:,~iGri&;~Io 

':==f:::1:liih~~ ::i:"'?~l' ,-{:d'; 
rJ~. ~~L(t~~~~l<:?~~.::S~~UJliversjty, Ames, Iowa, 

ThufsdaY1- 9ctob;::. ~?~~~63~~1._ 97. No. 29'. 

.-~~~a;,~~: ~~~;."'~:-nd for Form to ISU 

. ;~~ia~. ~~~h~~'4f!f~" ,!.he: size of Minneso~, 
has: 5.een.:~~sen .gy - ~}ow.~·_~tate alumnus as the SIte 
for a:' 60,000 acre: fa:mr. .1'·The-" fann is an investment 
~b1fslioo1tG rp~od'tr$ fO'b'Ct:'at ~ profit," according to 

-Judson M'€.ManigaL.,:.a-.:. L~'S:~. fup;n operations graduate. 
;fM~~~ \~;~~(.spo.~~ fo:; a group of investorS 

,use the farm,. to grow com, rice, cow peas 
i: . w~:i.iu:g3.t:~id'tlie: farm is being rented 
--ef"Jrr:llie:A:Skn.ti.~ tribe: for 30' cents an 

. - - -' ti.tty yea rs. 

in 
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the~ com twhich' a·re gfound up , with the;- ,kernels. ~C!­
Manigai(saici ,they. plan to_destroy '.:he worms. that would, 

; injure their crag. . r' -' 

toea! lPeople ;iil! be- hirclI:' to '"work on tlie rann ~bich ' 
McManigal will manage. Only a small portion of the­
laiid, Win~ oer'plantedl the- ' first year at' a initia'l cost . of 

i S)-., millitm. ·McManigal explain.ed, that all th~ ~machinery, 
: fertilizer. :ancj ~ther products necessary for beginning 
r the p'roject must be imported from the United States. 

The seed com Will be obtained [rom the RockefeHer 
Foundati'on in South America, 3ince this is the only 
place the white com is grown. McManigal said the 
people· at Ghana are particular about the tyge of corn 
they eat. 

Women Traders 

McManigal said the women of the country do all the 
trading and the men don't do much of the work at at!. 

Tbe death rate in the bush country is 70 percent and 
30 percent in the towns. Part of this is due to the 
extremely dirty conditions of Gha.na, according to Mc­
Manigal. He said ~e towns have open sewers and are 
generally dirty . 

The government is trying to help the people, but the 
people seem to be apathetic and do nol make much 
of an effort to help themselves. McManigal said. 

This kind of distortion is not unusual in the 
U.S.; the newspapers, books, films and T.V. are 
full of it, and the average American believes every 
word of it. However, we would be failing in our 
duty to the Ghanaian tax-payer, whose money 
and land resources are being committed to a 
project be bas not been informed about. if we 
ignored this report. Mr. IvlcManigal has distorted 
facts wilfulJy . and has grossly misrepresented 
Ghana to his company and tbe American public. 

He says tbat "Gbana imports 80 percent of its 
food for its people." Tbis is incorrect, is 
tbe following table, adapted from tbo Economic 
Survey, 1964 (Govt. of Gbana), sbows:-

Composition of E~penditure on Food for 1955 and for 
1960 to 1964-

Food Imp. 
Food Food Food as % 

Year Local Imported Toml of Total 

---- ---------------
£M. 

----- ----
1955 1lJ 13 126 !O% 
1960 . 144 20 164 12 % 
1961 169 25 194 13% 
1962 188 26 214 12 % 
1963 226 23 249 9% 
1964 264 26 290 9% -

. These figures sbow, in a particular year, how 
much. we spent on food, and, of this, how much 
was produced locally and how' much was im­
ported .. Thus, in 1964, Ghanaian hou.eholds speot 
£290 m'. on food, of which £264m. was produced 
locally and. £26m. was impQrted. That is to say, 
only 9 per cent of our food requirement was im-
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ported. I~ 'can ' b~seeIr that imp<rrted: fOOd consti­
crites ben'VeeIi"9" and H ,per' cenf:of- our 'foOd re-' 

qlliremens ~d ,!lot 80 peI; ce"t. a;;¥c!"f~gal ' 
asserts. ;t'. "f' ::;"">? -,t. 1" "7c:·r:.~ - ... .''','"'' ~ 

Secondly, McManigal states that "com sells fOE 

SJ:!O 10 $11.25 a" bushel'" [One' bushel ·of corn; 
weighs 56 lbs.]. ill Ghanaian terms tfiis means 
com seUs,Aor NCl2 to NC46· (0£ £6 to- £23) a 
bag of 220 100. He also says.that "com.iS 'the main. 
staple. supplemented by fruit and ca£sava, a fruit 
[sic} from which the juice has been squeezed." 

Cassava, of course, is not a fruit. It is a plant 
with tuberous roocs, that is to say, a "root" crop. 
Also, although the price of com does- show a wide 
seasonal fluctuation, the range of the price is not 
£.6 to £23; it is somewhere between £) /10/- to £6. 
with an occasional "high" of £8 (as in 1965). The 
average, however. is arouod £3, and Mr. Mc­
Manigal may be pardoned fo r his ignorance. But 
when he goes on to say that his group are afraid 
lest they do some damage to this country's people 
'because the only source of protein for the people 
're the bugs and worms in the com ... : that is 
'fOlng a bit far. Such malice is undeserving of an 
··expert". The Stanford Food Research Institute. 
Cornell, and the F.A.O. can be usefully consulted 
for dietary information in Ghana (Ababio's arti­
Je on livestock production in Ghana in this issue 
• ,Iso recommended). 

"'''ain. McManigal states that "the death rate 
i::. 70 per cent in the rural areas, and 30 per cent 
I.l1 the towns", Now, nowhere In the world where 
there is DO plague can one find such a phenome­
non. The real surprise here is that the under-
'du~tes of a first-class University like the I.S.U. 

,bould publish such evidence of illiteracy. 
Finally, McManigal states that in Ghana men 

d,'n't work. and despite the (desparate efforts of 
the UOvernment. we are lazy and apathetic. Well. 
,haC, his opiaton, but how pathetic! 

It IS surprising-or is it?-tbat foreigners who 
come here as "experts" are found so often to lack 
r pc:t for facts. and. insteacL extol intellectual 
, honesty In his enthusiasm to raJse funds. Mr. 
.... t 'v1anigal finds it convenient to distort facts be­
o reasonable limits to win sympathy in Arne­
,'" But perhaps this is. aU he is really capable 
)f SlJll. his .. intellectual 'pasl!;Wlund~o' in'!!!.e­
quate .for Mr McManigal is only a "farm opera­

lo"'ln.. gr:lduate''', 'thal is to say. a. holder of :l 

ccrlificate taDt an academic deg;ee) in practical. 
non-acaderruc, non-professional. non-technical 
tnining in mrnftng. One can ,only< hope that the 
onsUJrants of the dopartmenOi of agricultnre to 

whoar Mcl\.farugaP will talk will not -rush Iris 
icrfonna.lion- lora the cornput~r machines foIl 

ready-made answers to, f''!I' ~"IiFu!~~(9bl~ 
One last word. F ronUiie-' acC;o.l!!lt" a!lQ~e...n -­

. clear !hat.~ga\ is .a -cha9~ta.I). . an\l ~ 
milicioUs bigoC!vI~ .. t.l qtIa~~ "irlSiSt.o? "havilig Iiim 
back in this country at aU cost1 

'* WHEN THE ABBOT[I'} CAt"lE 
MARCh'lNG IN 

' By . 
Kontopiaat 

THERE has been a great deal of argument of late 
¥ to whether certain categories of persons should 
be disqualified and/or disfranchised or not. 
I have at long last made up my mind 011. this 
controversy. At least one category of such persons 
should be aU those who have signed or are s . 
signing contracts that have been. or will be deeme 
by me to be inintical to the interest of the coun 
try. I consider the Ghana-Abbott agreement 
classic example of such a contract. Therefor~ 

I here and now caU for the disqualification an 
disfranchisement-if not the trial for criminal ne 
gligence--of all the civil servants~ commissioners 
members of the so-called Negotiating Committe 
and of course members of the N.L.C. and inde 
any Tom, Dick, Harry and Harriet. includin 
even messengers. who had anything whatsoever t 
do with the signing of that contract! 

The trouble with the role that I have assign 
myself here is that copies of these contracts ar 
not so easy to corne by. My scouts bave still· bee 
quarrying in vain for' copies of the contracts b 
tween say the Government and the Inter-Con 
nental Hotels and the Government and sam 
foreign company about. of aU things, how to fis 
an activity in which the Fante and the Ga ( 
latter have of late abandoned fishing for bo:tiug 
in particular and the coastal peoples of Ghana . 
generaL had been the acknowredged specialis 
all along the West coast from time immemori 
indeed long before any 'European ever set f 
here. Just visit Monrovia and . Freetown or Po 
and you will see these great Ghanaian tis 
experts. Rut I am deviating. To corne back to 
point. to facilitate my Yiork. r · do bere and no 
cill on'the NL.C. t; publish aU the contT3.cts th 
have signed' with fo;eign. companies •. and incip 
tally also the terms. wJl.ich goyerned the sale of 
former state·a~ed corporatioos.. 

I havo stated that.I consider the Abbott agr 
ment inimica.l. to the interests of this. country 
for the sake of brevity I wilt confine myself on 
to its most obnoxious -aspects to' prove my pO. 
First. though the Abbott Laboratories.'is cont 
buting only -15 peJ: c.';1, repeat in. Vlords.(orlJl.-fi 
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percent; of the total capital and! the Government 
of Ghana, the remaining 55 percent, under Clause 
~ (page 2) of the contract, it is Abbott and not, 
repeat not, the Ghana Goverriment that, in the~ 
very worlls of the contract, "shall be assured of 
complete control of the management and, lit order 
to achieve this, Abbott shall have a majority of 
the Board of Directors and the voting cootrol of 
the Company including' -the right to appoint the 
Managing Director, me Chairman of the Board 
of Directors, and the Secretary". Moreover. in 
Clause 5 (page 3) it is Abbott (and note not 
Abbett-Ghana) 'that shall "have complete respon­
sibility and control ' of the operation. of Abbott­
Ghana including, but not limited to selection and 
disc barge of personnel contracts for legal. 
accounting and auditing services. and other func­
tions relateO to the ordinary business of pharma­
ceutical manufacturing"! 

Secondly, in Article 3 of the contract, the total 
assets of the Government's. pharmaceutical ma­
nufacturing facilities including all buildings, 
equipment, materials, supplies and all managerial 
residences and outbuildings - etc. have been va­
lued at NC1,OOO,OOO.OO! I have gone round the 
site and have seen all the buildings, residences 
etc., and I here and now challenge the value of 
the assets agreed upon by the Government and 
Abbott_ In any case, were these assets really va­
lued? When did this take place and where is the 
certificate of valuation? All investigations con­
ducted so far have revealed that no such valua­
tion did take place and mat me figure was arbi­
trarily and whimsically fixed. 

But what is particularly infuriating and humi­
liating is that whilst no proper valuation appean 
to have taken place should ' the lease be termi­
nated' 'any time for any reason whatsover': 

301'1'tl5 GAS CATERING EQUIPMENT 

Obtainable from 

BUSI 
ACCRA 

& STEPHENSON (GHANA) 
KUMASI TAKORADI 

LIMITED 
TAMALE 
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\bott will be reimbursed the (hen 'current fair 
I \arke t value of the buildings and equipment of 
'h real property'. At any time for any reasou 
\.hat400e\'er!! If this is not a seU~out, as one of tbe 
u- III has put it. I am yet to see one! 

1 hirdJ), though from all investigations. the 00· 
,en", 'nt hought the land on which the property 

.. and., for a sum of NC24,OOO.OO and though we 
arc reliably informed that the owners of the 
prnpert) have in {act still not been paid, yet in 
(,l,w,e 4 of the Conlract (page2), this real pro­
I' rty IS to be leased to the A bbott-Ghana for 

<I x:rioJ of nine ty-nine years at an annual rental 
(.00 tune new cedi) subject to renewal at 

the option ot '\bbott for an additiona l ninety-nine 
r ~ I,d as if to drive the point horne, the 

n lwmg sentence adds "There shall be no in· 
1 the annual rental at any time". This 

! really rantamount to selling our soul 
of pottage. One would have thought 

.hlott or \bbott-Ghana is a profit ma­
I u mess concern and not a philanthropic 

I h f .. tr ~ a number of points I have not touch· 
1 '-P)O hert::_ For instance what is tbe extent of 

h p 'lem'o of the Abbott Laboratories in the 
d mlldctmmg of tropical pharmaceutical pro· 
<iu Hut 1 think f bave brought out enough 

pror my dann tha t the contract is inimical 
!l 10 .rc~t 01 Ghana. \\'by then did ou r 

)rs del.'ide to sell us down tbe drain? 
h t en in by the name of the Company 

~l almg .... ith and therefore accepted all 
~ ,s th..:: gospel or monkisb truth? Or 

iUldloldcd by the NC450,OOO.OO che-
I ft"(1 t S, dollars that was blandished 

p ... rf\lrll1mg all sorts of tricks and won· 
l t110IJ?ht this wa.s true only of the 

tim ~ and the period before the l.u· 
j-{ f lrIll i.1 lion But apparonlly. 1 am 

Book Review 
FRIENDS NOT MASTERS: A POLITICAL 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
(By Mohammad Ayub Khan, President of Pakis­
tan. PubHshed by the Pakistan Branch of O.U.P.) 

Reviewed by 
Yaw O. SalIu 

TO Ghanaians. especially, this book should be 
of topical interest. It is, in parts, a defence of 
the 1958 military take-over in Pakistan, writlen 
nine years after the event, by the General who 
claimed to recognise the General Will of the 
Pakistani people. and gave it an expression, in 
that military intervention in politics. The hook 
tells, necessarily from the point of view of tbe 
man whose career was most advanced by the 
coup, of the chaotic economic and political con­
ditions on the eve of the coup, of the gigantic 
problems that faced the New Men on the Mor­
ning After, and of the measures which were 
proffered as solutions. 

Some of the specific problems wi th which the 
Author deals at length a re not generally seen to 
be relevant to our own condition: problems 
like tbe Refugees, 9 million or so Muslims who 
found themselves on the wrong side of the 
Partition line. and moved to the right side; the 
land problem, the need for land-reforms to eli­
minate absentee landlordism and promote social 
justice for lhe small peasant. But most of the 
Post-Coup problems of Pakistan which occupy 
the Author are expectedly similar to our own: 
problems like drafting a new CousrjtutioD, pro­
blems about disfranchisemenl on wltich sub­
ject the Pakistanis have two Ac~, Public and 
Representative officos Disqualification Act (1949) 
and Electi\'e Bodie:, (Disqualification) Ordinace 
(1959), and the general problems of the transition 
from military to a civilian regime. 

The Author'S obserYJ.tions on some of these 
problems arc interesting. For e.-ample: "I did not 
have any doubt that the army would be destroyed 
it it gal mixed up in running the civil adminis· 
(ration or too involved with the economic. so· 
cia I and poli lica l affairs of the country'" lP.77) 
Agam: "Having suffered through the perfidy of 
the so-coiled p<'litical parties. I "as hoping that 
W~ would be able to run our politics without the 
party :,ystcm. Tberefore the Constitution was so 
framed that. in theory. it woulJ function with 
or without political parties. After the introduction 
of tbe Con:'litulion, I soon came to realize that 
one I.'ould n(lt do without political parties. Wilhin 
the 1egislature the mer:lbers could onl) be organi· 
zed 011 the basls of party rule and discipJme. 
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Outside, there had to be an organization to 
maintain contact with the people". (p. 221) Fi­
nally: "Our people are good, I knew, but they are 
simple-hearted, hence gullible, and they 'can be 
easily misled." <p. 217) 

Earlier chapters tell us something about the 
problems of organizing an army on insufficient 
resources, buman as well as financial; about 
squabbles and ambitions in tbe higber echelons 
of the Army; about tension between the Eastern 
and the Western halves of Pakistan. All this is 
lOteresting, if rather sketchy. But, to me, the 
most interesting evidence he provides at this 
stage, and which he confirms later on, is how the 
military in the Indian sub-Continent was no more 
above politics and no more imbued with a sense 
of national unity than anybody else. 

More than a quarter of the book is devoted 
to Foreign Policy. And tbere is, expectedly, good, 
ortbodox Pakistani line on the most worrying 
relations of all: Indo-Pakistani relations, India 
emerges as tbe lincbpin on whicb tbe wheel of 
Pakistan's foreign relations revolves. When this 
wheel revolves full circle, with regards . to Cbina 
and tbe West, it is India's changing fortunes 
with these, ber attack by China, and the military 
aid to her from the West tbat this attack promp­
ted, tbat are called in to explain, 

Occasionally, on Indo-Pakistani relations, the 
Autbor 's emotions seem to get tbe better of bis 
judgement. For instance: "Tbe colossal problem 
of refugee rebabilitation was created by India 
to cripple our economy". (p. 115) And. some­
times, somewbat disingenuous, or simply very 
weak. arguments betray the forces of bis Oppo­
nents' cbarges, as when, for instance, be denies 
tbat be is a dictator: "After all, there always 
has to be someone finally in cbarge whatever tbe 
system, be it parliamentary or presidential, or 
monarchy or a dictatorship. There are many to 
assist, but, in tbe final analysis. one man bas to 
take the final decision" (p. 218). 

. In addition to these strictly political Chapters, 
there is tbe usual biograpbical stuff: he is 60; 
his fatber was Major: he went to the famous 
Muslim University at AJigarh but left for Sand­
hurst in 1926 without having obtained a degree. 
At Sandhurst the Authorities broke their tradition 
and made him a Corporal-but witbout respon­
sibility (there were "strapontins P(otocorlaires" 
even in tbose days); he graduated 60tb, out of 
123. He rose rapidly to tbe rank of Commander­
in-Chief in 1951. 

Tbe peculiar way in whicb this book was writ­
ten does not seem to have bad any detrimental 
effect on its readability. According to the Author, 

THERE ARE THINGS 
WE DON'T TELL: 
L1KE-

(a) how far the 
LEGON OBSERVER 
travels in this 
country and around 
the world. 

(b) how many people 
read the LEGON 
OBSERVER 

(c) who read the 
LEGON OBSERVER 

(d) etc. 

HOW CAN YOU FIND 
OUT? 
SIMPLE 
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II> hroad outlines of the book were defined, then 
I riends were invited to put questions on the 
Iheme ol the different Chapters, and the book 
emt: geJ substantially out of those tape-recorded 
til ~I nn and answer sessions. Normally, one 

uuLi expect a very disjointed and incoherent 
)Ollrlnlistic piece of writing to come out of such 

unusual procedure, Possibly. the onJy traces 
,""hie 1 the hook bears of its peculiar origin are 
It crispness. terseness and the fast pace of tbe 
narr: tI"C These qualities are not necessarily 
I ;1\\ b:lI..:k~ for autobiographies. On the contrary: 

tl1<'1 I little tedium and boredom. 

Drama 
1 m' U VIN AllEY AMERICAN DANCE 

THEATRE-in retrospoct 

By 
!vlorrc Bossman 

Alley was undoubtedly one of Lbe 
\Iqun groups to have perfomled here in 

t not actually tbe best. Altbough Gha­
h .... atre audiences are not over critical 

hay nevertheless, out of past experience 
II' ed ~nme degree of scepticism in regard to 
peJf'lTJll r, whether Govemment sponsored or 

h tinds himself in Lbis part of Lbe world. 
hlh.. not saying much for ourselves. is 

lULh of a reality, fo r quite often per­
'all below staodard. The artistes, par· 

i! they have been touring for some time, 
mellm too bred by the lime they get 

he !mdtten change in climate affects 
J rsclv ' or sometime quite simply they 

nIl! {)I the- higher grades in their own profes­
al Id,o that the best these performances 

1 itl1pr~\IOD of good-will tbey create 
I: a very good and welcome thing. bu t 

"I JklOg not the objective of the profes-
i d ( 

\ r ,It at Ihe AJvin Ailey therefore wa" 
a ref fr"shmg gust of wind sweeping 

nH.ds of Ghanaian theatr~ 
erc·, and Jaucing they gave 

1 rca,:tions among the audiences 
Yo IS probabl) due to the diversit} of 

r l or: 10 spllc of aU the ddvance publicity-
r \ Jllm' ","ere a good appetizer. but the 
... ...n hh nt:\er been the best meJium for 

d n.cs anJ mJny people did not 
tlHe knn\\ what to expect Some conSidering 
I ~ h I 'Iolpany 1:S an Ameri.::an negro compa-

111ed h,' ha ... e c:'I;:pected the very obvious 

'Negroisms '-the gaudy, superficial, 'fast' dis­
play. Others too, having had experiences of the 
exquisite stylizations of the Martha Graham. 
Katherin Dunham type of establishment, expocted 
something in that vein. Still more, perhaps with 
the much-sung African origins of jazz in mind, 
bad expected a strong African element, while 
the 'classical school' inevitably could not overlook 
Lbe concept of orLbodox ballet. The company. 
however, revealed itself to be quite individual 
in defying any tendency to stereotype. They were 
quite simply what Lbey said they are: 'American 
Dance' theatre. They have taken their inspiration 
from elements of American culture, not surpri­
singly wilh the emphasis on tbe Negro aspect. 
However one felt, a similarly inspired director. 
whether negro or not, could also have created 
a similar repertoire-though this is not meant to 
detract in any way from the negro commitment. 
It is significant that the music, again mostly 
taken from traditional and contemporary jazz, 
also included the Bachianas Brasilerias by Villa­
Lobos. the Brazilian compose!; while there was 
one dancer among tbe troupe who looked white. 
whether she was in fact or not! To sum up. 
whatever the commitmenl,-Mr. Ailey himself 
has declared "I want to create for the world the 
exuberance of the Negro American's music and 
dance .. :'-still the net result is an expression 
of true art in its creative talent and universal 
appoal. 

One of the most striking features was Lbe 
remarkable degree of competence of the dancers 
all the more impressive considering they bad been 
travelling for the past fou r or five weeks­
obviouslv they did not take their training lightly. 
While the dancing io its forms was not classical 
ballet. yet in terms of body control and flexibility. 
they were in every way as disciplined, An inte­
resting sideline ill regard to this was a comment 
overbead 00 the Radio. App3J'eotly an Impres­
sion exists among some Ghanaians that th~ 

African (or Negro) is incapable of the high de­
gree of bod} flexibility found among dancers. 
The commentator therefore was pointing out that 
the Ailey dancers were a practical proof of 
the fallacy of this impression! The truth of 
course h simply the questIon of training which 
should be slart~d in infancy if one wanted to 
create a dancer 10 the serious. professional sense. 
Most Ghanalans do not get this idea until well 
into their teeDS which of course is too late for 
that purpose. The ballet schools being run by 

some well kno\\ll Accra ladi therefore are most 

neces5a1J ana. welcome additions to the Accra 
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scene. Who ca n tell wl,at glorious dancers mighl 
emorge from them in some 12 or 15 years lime! 
Il owover all this is by the way. 

Another strong, and the most exciting impres­
sion of the Alvin Ai ley was lhe unique nature 
of (he dancing and choreography. Whi le building 
on the rigOI'Ous body discipline of the classica l 
ba llet, there was nothing of the orU,odox in 
their movements or poses. To most people. this 
ex ploi ta tion of me potentialities of the body in 
movemenL and rhyU11l1 came as a revelation­
the undulating. the snap fri ezes which dissolved 
into bound ing and unexpected twists were quite 
profound . In the words of a critic " . it should 
not be missed by anyone interested in the possi­
bi lit ies of Modern Dance .. ." One fou nd here 
the despai ring hcarLbrcak in fhe aimless, purpo­
seless resliessness of t he WOmen in House of the 
Rising Sun rrom B lues Suite: or the gamine exu­
bemnce of the li tt le boy in the Road of the 
Phoebe Show. Tn Revela tions ,the tabJea ux with ' 
the arms reaching to heaven, weaving, d isso lving 
into the wi ngs of a wou nded bird were an 
insight into suffering of the A merica n negroes 
whi ch produced the Spirituals. Take Me to the 
'Wu,lcr wiCh its wrilhing frenzied nov ices was an 
intel'iud e of inspired. or induced joyl The COI11-

pany claimed 10 have no stars. yet nO one could 
deny thut Judi th Jamcson. tall and· gawky­
looki ng had a special qualily wbich seemed to 
transrorm her with a lyrical Interplay of Jong 
ar lllS, legs. and lIwt expressive tragic face over it 
all. 

Finatl y to round up on lhe excellence of th is 
creative company. One shou ld not forget to men­
tion the lighting. the costumes and lhe make up 
which were a ll Illost fitting- if the second men­
ti oned were a lilt' le travel-soi led. The make-up 
pU I'ticulad'y was aJl the more remaI1kablc-cn­
dow ing the girls with huge eyes sparkling like 
GCI11 l l'oY!!akd next day withou t muke-up to 
Dc LJldtc ordilHlI'Y Ji.kc yours and minel 

It Was u pity thut the enjoymen t of too many 
people wu' spoiled by the very, very poor sea ting 
urrungol1\cnlS. "fhi :,; is not (0 menlion the dis­
uppointcd ones who. not k nowing tha l tickets 
wen; sole.! out turned up hopefully and queued 
for nearly un houl' before being told there were 
no tickets! Why wcn~ the performances not held 
at the Slale J louse audiloriul11. one wonders. 
Surely this was one instance when S0111C sensi­
ble. \vol'lh-whilc usc could have been mude of 
that wh ile clephill1t. 1n the first pluce so many 
more people could have had the clHlncc of seei ng 

lhis great show; and certainly all would have 
seen it in comfort. 

The Alvin Ailey Dance Company is resident 
al the Clarke Centre for Ihe Performing Art 
in New York. One must exprcss an appreciation 
for a ll the inspiration and talent which ha, lTIad 
its formalion possible, the cncou ragemenl and 
the assistance which keeps il in ex istence; and 
not leasl the foresight which made it roS\ihl, 
for LIS here to garlicipate in il. if all too 
briefly. 
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Travelling? 

--- , , 
{;o by ... 

STATE TRANSPORT CORPORATION Buses ... 

[RV\C I·~. 
n,l-[ akoradi 
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ccra-Ho 

\ccra-Akim Oda 
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• Circular: Tamale via 
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• Kumasi-Wa 
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Gambaga-Bawku-Navrongo-Tumu-Lawra-Wa. 
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