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~~· SHAMA: LAND OF SHAMBLES ... 
~ a town in the way to the Sekondi hospital. signs of malnutrition' think e~le of Sh . . 

Western Province and There are a few private cars again of the drea;y sur. fed their' ref ~ thave rodlca· 
with a population of four there mainly owned by an roundings and limitations in basic rates b

U
\ t~ p~ the"" 

thousand people, is in a N.L.M. member. their lives. .It is not right official assure~ me ~hat ~~~~~ 
state of disq . et This Drainage system is scarcely that. these c~Ildren ~ould be would be taken against d. 

. w. _ . known ip Shama; only now a demed a faIr start ill life. faulters. t dread the reactio';, 
restlessness 15 due to poli- few voluntary work~rs with In an. interview with a of the people in the light of 
tical differences. the help of the Department of semor OfflCal of the Local the. POhtlC~1 pulsations now 

The people of Shama are in Social Weltare and Community Councll, I asked hun what takmg place in Shama. 
political swaddling clothes and Development are laying a con- amenities his Council had pro- On the day I visited Shama, 
by a self-Imposed geographi- crete pipe not far from the vlded for the people of Shama Cad bury and Fry representa­
cal boundary line, they have Local Council offices. Water and the answer he gave was- b ves were there sellina Bourn· 

at divided the town into two is not easily obtainable. When "we are now planning." "Plan- ville cocoa at penny a ~up. You 
bas arbitrary units. One sees I sailed there, . there were ning since 1952?" I asked should have seen how the 

things the C'p.P. way and the womert with their water pots again and there was no people of Shama scrambled 
other follows the N.L.M. path. and cans at the pipes which reply. for it. 

lor Consequently, tbey are pulling were only dripping. In conver- One repercussion of this is 
.a, each other's eyes out. salion with a retired Seventh that a large number of the Political situations 

The Omanhene's political 
proclivities are towards the 
C.P.P. and the N.L_M. sup­
pOTters naturally resent this. 
The Omanhene's authority;', 
also disregarded by the othe,. 

Bankole Timothy 
faction who' are demanding 
his destoolment while the 
C.P.P. group is resisting 
this pressure vehemently. 
In addition, the old castle 

which bouses tbe Local Council 
offiCes. also bears a hoisted 

. C'p.P. flag. Another cause for 
political jugglery. While I am 
not primarily concerned in ~his 
rtiele With the rightness or 

wrongness of the political 
leuol, the state of the town as 
I found it when I called there 
last week, provides an in­
teresting background. 

There are two scbools in the 
tovm run by the Roman Catho­
bcs and the Methodists. The 
town has a Local Council 
which came into being in 1952. 
The inhabitants are , mostly 
fishermen. There is not a 
single street or lane which is 
even moderately fair. They are 
all rugged and crooked. 

Medical facilities? Hardly 
any, except a clinic which is 
opened once weekly in Native 
Court. And like everywhere 
else where fisherfolk are con­
!:enlrated. there are many 
!arge families and an increas­
mg growth of the population. 
U anyone in Shama happens 

fall ill at night that person 
as to be conveyed all the 

I t is against this back­
ground that one should ,·e· 
tlect on the polit\cal situa­
tion in Shama. The N.L.M. 
and the C.P.P. have held 
meetings in -the town; the,·e 
have been physical clashes 
quite distinct f,·om the ideo· 
logical. What the outcome 
will eventually be, I cannot 
foretell. 
One thing however is irrefu­

table. Snama is badly in need 
of water, roads, medical facili­
ties, drainage system, good 
houses and an overall develop­
ment of the town . 

It is no compliment to our 
national pride and prestige 
that the Gold Coast which is 
on the verge of independence 
should sit complacently while 

Day Adventist minister, he l'AFOUR AKOTO, N.L.M. L eader. the four thousand inhabitants 
told me that sometimes the ~:inihaC:~i~het~r~~:h N~r~M~tr~:,tJ of Shama live in -smambles, 
warne.n ' have to spend about a meeting there recently. filth and squalor. 
six or eight hours at the pipes , ..... ;,.,...;.;..:.-;;",~.:..:. ..... .:...-=-------,,;,== ..... ---.... ~..,...: 
before they are able to obtain 
wa ter for domestic purposes. 
At other times, he continued, 
the people have to buy water 

Public health in Shama is in 
a shocking state. The streets 
are littered with all sorts of 
filth and tbe smell is unbear­
able. The so-called houses are 
a mass of rickety-rackety 
hovels, badly ventilated and 
overcrowded. Pea pIe are 
packed like sheep in small 
rooms and it is therefore notl 
surprising that bad health pre­
vails in the town. 

My heart sank when I saw 
the borrible conditions under 
which the children live and 
grow up. Many of them show 
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