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l-._Agounn THE WESTERN PROVINCE — 3

SHAMA, a town in the
'~ Western Province and
with a population of four
thousand people, is in a
|state of disquiet. This
restlessness is due to poli-
| tical differences.

The people of Shama are in
Eolitical swaddling clothes and
y a self-imposed geographi-
cal boundary line, they have
| divided the town into two

* this pressure vehemently.

M8l In addition, the old castle
W wWhich houses the Local Couneil
ffices, also bears a hoisted

y political

I feud, the state of the town as

U1 found it when I called there
last  week, i 1

resting background,

~ There are two schools in the

s and the Methodists. The
\[lown has a Local Council
| which came into being in 1952.
lhe inhabitants are. mostly
|| fishermen. There is not a
single street or lane which is
| even moderately fair. They are
rugged and crooked.

Medical facilities? Hardly
any, except a clinic which is
‘Opened once weekly in Native
‘Court. And like everywhere
\€lse where fisherfolk are con-
cenfrated, there are many
large families and an increas-
ing growth of the population.
il anyone in Shama happens
fo fall ill at night that person
has to be conveyed all the

3 2

way to the Sekondi hospital.
There are a few private cars
there mainly owned by an
N.L.M. member.

Drainage system is scarcely
known in Shama; only now a
few voluntary workers with
the help of the Department of
Social Welfare and Community
Development are laying a con-
crete pipe not far from the
Local Council offices. Water
is not easily obtainable. When

AMA: LAND OF SHA

signs of malnutrition; think
again of the dreary sur-
roundings and limitations in
their lives. It is not right
that these children should be
denied a fair start in life,

In an interview with a
senior offical of the Local
Council, I asked him what
amenities his Council had pro-
vided for the people of Shama
and the answer he gave was—
“we are now planning.” “Plan-

Day Adventist

minister,
told me that sometimes
women have to spend about
six or eight hours at the pipes
before they are able to obtain

the

water for domestic purposes.
At other times, he continued,
the people have to buy water

Public health in Shama is in |

a shocking state. The streets
are littered with all sorts of
filth and the smell is unbear-
able. The so-called houses are
a mass of rickety-rockety
hovels, badly ventilated and
overcrowded. People are
packed like sheep in small
rooms and it is therefore not|
surprising that bad health pre-
vails in the town.

My heart sank when I saw
the korrible conditions under
which the children live and
grow up. Many of them show

he RAFOUR AKOTO, N.L.M. Leader.

being carried through the streels
of Shama when the N.L.M. held
a meeting there recently.

DAILY GRAPHIC:
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BLES...

‘peaple of Shama have indica-

ted their refusal to pa 1
basic rates but the p&m&?ﬁ
official assured me that action
would be taken against de-
faulters. I dread the reaction
of the people in the light of
the political pulsations now
taking place in Shama.

On the day I visited Shama,
Cadbury and Fry representa-
tives were there selling Bourn-
ville cocoa at penny a cup. You

arbitrary  units. One sees | called there, . there were ning since 1952?" 1 asked should "have seen how the
things the C.P.P. way and the Wwomen With their water pofs again and there was no people of Shama scrambled
gther follows the N.L.M. path. and cans at the pipes which r9%1y- for it.
Consequently, they are pulling Were only dripping. In conver- ne repercussion of this is oye . :
or | ok gther’syéyes F{)ut. PUNAE  ation with a retived Seventh that a large number of the Political situations
::'3 The Omanhene’s political ; 2 ;

“| proclivities are towards the Liiiise ngaynsp s, bagles
ffi- 'PP. and the N.L.M. sup- ground that one should nre-
bl porters naturally resent this. flect on the political situa-
gr' ‘g'he Omanhene’s authority is tion 1}1; Shama. The N.L.M.

e| . < and the | C.P.P. have held
at ‘also disregarded by the other meetings in-the town; there
ur | & have been physical clashes
for “B' Bankole T[muthy quite distinct from the ideo-
nt| logical. What the - outcome
3 ot who‘are demandiﬁg will eventually be, I cannot
0:‘ i obnn i e ggstf}l]lfnc however is irrefu:

- Sy re refi-
CP.P. group is resisting table. Shan?a is badly in need

of water, roads, medical facili-
ties, drainage system, - good
houses and an overall develop-
ment of the town.

It is no compliment fo our
national pride and prestige
that the Gold Coast which is
on the verge of independence
should sit complacently while
the four thousand inhabitants
of Shama live in smambles,
filth and squalor.
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GAMES , SONGS AND STORIES
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