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2847: Do you know in what way the site was chosen ?-It was originally taken 
possessIOn of by an officer and a party of the African Corps, sent to the Gambia 
to seize some slavc vessels which were in the river, and the olTIcer who wenl there 
fixed on St. Mary's as a mili(ary post; and it was not supposed at that time that it 
~ver would beco~e a comm.ercial settlement. The detachment remained upon the 
]sland for some time, and In 1816, when Goree and Senci(al were given up to the 
French, the ~ritish merchants went one by one to St. Mary's, taking advantage 
of the protectIon of the detachment that was there, and built themselves wattled 
houses thatched with grass; when they found trade beg inning to increase, and then 
they commenced one by one building themselves very comfortable stone houses, 
some of theI!l very cxpensive. 

2848. You have no reason to think that a better choice of a site could be 
made ?-l do not know any better in th e neighbourhood. I see that Dr. Madden 
recommends in preference Barra Point and Cape St. Mary'S. Bana Point is itself 
dry, being a rock, but round it is swampy and low; there is no anchorage near it, 
and there is danger in landing with boats. Cape St. Mary's is still worse, because 
there is no water near it for a great distance; Cape St. Mary's may be very 
healthy because it stands high, but there is neither anchorage near it, nor is there 
any water to be got within a considerable di stllt1ce, nor is there good landing 
near the place . 

2849. I s the coast one much exposed to wind, so thllt good anchorage is of 
great importance ?-Certainly; the tornadoes are very severe IIpon the coast. 

2850. D o the tornadoes blow otr shore, or on shore ?-Off shore. 
285 1. Then they are not so dangero us as if they blew on shore ?-No, I do 

not suppose they are. 
2852. W ill you state the increase which took place in the settlement during 

your connexion with it i-In 1816 there was nothing collected; ill 18 ]7 the du ties 
coll ected on imports amo unted to 283 t. 

2853. Can you state of what nature the duties were ?-There was two per cent. 
ad valorem on British goods ilOported, and I think six per cent. on foreign. In 
1818 there was 1,754/. collected; in 18 19 there was 1,7441. collected; in 1820 
there was 2,0731. collected; in 182 1 there was 2,622 1. collected; in 1822 tbere 
was 3,5321. coll ected; in 1823 there was 3, 173 I. collected; in 1824 there was 
2,;)29 I. collected; in 1825 thel·e was 3,0 13 l. collected. I have not a statement 
further; but I am of op inion that the imports have been inc reasing since. 

2854. I-l ave you read Dr. IIl adden's Report, bearing upon the Gambia?­
I have. 

2855. Are thel·e any points in it on which you wish to make observations 7_. 

Dr. Maddon states in his report that Barra Point i low and swampy; and he also 
states that it would be an admirable situatio n for a commercial set tlement. 

2RS6. II IL Jllilfa{fe.] Do you agree in that opinion ?-Decided ly not. 
2~57 . 1111". l ibr.,ter.] Do you diRer equally with him as respects Cape St. 

Mal·y's ?-Equally; I di Rer entirely with him as to Cape S t. lIIary's. 
2858. If the troops were l·cmoved to ei thcr of those points, would the buildings 

and stores at the Isle of St. Mary'S be safe, or would you consider it necessary 
that the houses and stores of the merch~n ts should follow the troops ?-Decided ly ; 
there would ue no protection for them otherwise; you might as well hal'e the 
troops at B1ackheath as have them there, for uny protection they cou ld render to 
the merchants at St. Mary'S. 

2859. Chairman.) I-lave you any acqunint8nce "jth the etl'ect which increused 
comrncrc inl intercourse with the Eni(lish merchants have produced upon the 
habits or comfort s of the African population I-I think it has bad a very gooJ 
ctrect, as thc natives have become more industrious. 

~860. llave you any fucts to state in proof of that; have you seen Rl:y increased 
comfort in their houses, 01· in the ir dress ?-In their dres5, mo t deCidedly . At 
the Gaillblus, when 1 fi rst wen t there, If they had to come over to H make 
pulaver," as they call cd it, th ey wou ld have to go 20 or 30 miles to bo rrol~ a cloak 
[0 put on; and before I left they were all comfortably covered With good 
clothing. 

286 1. Diu tllC sluve trade incrcasc or diminish dnring your conncxion with the 
Gambia; \IllS thcre any slavc tntde carried on in the imme(~iatc neighbourhood 
during you r rcsidence therc'?-Yes, there was a good deal carn eu on III the nelgl1-

bourhood Ly the French, the Portuguesc, and the Spnnia rus. 
2862. bid 
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2862. D id it increase or d iminish du ring your re idence there 1_1 thi nk it was Col. A. Findl",. 
upon th e decrease . 

286:;. Did you perceive anyeff"ct of the Britisb trad e upon tbe slave trade, q ~J.y 184 2. 

one way or the other ~-I ,hould thin k th a t it h d some elrect upon the slave 
t rade, Inasmuch as the chiefs ueing su ppli ed with Dcitish goods, would not dispose 
01 their slaves. 

2864· Y 0U mean in con,cqu"nce of their being nu le to get ~oods in cxchange 
fo r the produe!> of the country ?- Y es ; tbey then were not incl ined to dispo e 'Of 
their sla ves, and in tha t re,pec t I !llInk it had some effect upon the slave trade . 

2~65 . Did you see that clreet produced in any way in the neighbourhood ?­
J did not .ee it immediately in th e neigh bourhood, as the re was no slave trade 
(bere. but I am aware tha t is the case in th e rivers. 

~SG6 . Yau know that to be tbe iact ?-I know it to be th e fact. 
2~67. Y ou mean th a t districts that used to furni sh slaves had ceased to do so, 

in consequence of the ir ueing able to proc ure goods from th e British merchants by 
barter ~-Yes, in excbange for produce. 

2 68. Mr. Forster.] During the period of yo ur service as Go vernor a t the 
G ambia, was th ere a t rade carrIed on with the P ortuguese a t the ri" ers a nd tbe 
setl l~ments to lecl\ ard of your po.ition there 1-Y es. 

286<). Did you fee l it to be yo ur d uty, and \\ as it your policy, to encourage and 
promote the trade "ith those settlements ?- Certainly, I considered it my du ty to 
encuur,,~e tht trade and to pro tect the mcrchaub interested , as far as lay in my 
power. 

1 7". At tl .e same time, II ere you not a"are that the s lave trade II as carried on 
at those ri ver> and a t those se ttl emen ts, as rar as they had the powerof carry ing it 
on at th.,t time ?- I \l as perfectly aware of it. 

~~7 1. Did you rece ive an y orders from Downing-s treet to fo rb id the merchants 
a t Gamuia from supplying those ; Iave t radi ng fsctorie with goods ?-None at all . 

28, '] . Dr. l\Iadden peaks in his report of the d rainage of the s treets of 8t. 
Mary's ; have you any observations to make upon th at subject ?-Tha t part of 
the i land of St. M ary'S on which the tOll n of Bath urst is situated is perfec tly 
capaul c of b~ing drained and kept dry du ring the rai ny season, if proper attentio n 
is pa id ( 0 the embankment an d the draina,ge. 

2 '73. Dr. ~ladde n says, on the authority of Mr. Missionary Fox, th at it is 
U)' no means un common, in th e rainy sea on , t o see th e natives travelling in canoe.> 
from house to house in the st reets ?-1 think th e reverend gen tleman must have 
made a very great m istake, for I never saw anything of the kind during my 
residence in St. Ma ,·,,·s. 

~"4 . Chairman.]" D o YOII conceive it, from the level, to have been impossible? 
- J th lllk It i impossible; I think no such tbing ever took place. 

~b 7 5 . Mr. Forster.] You mean if the drainage and embankments were properly 
a ttended t'J/-Y es. 

2876. Dr. ~Iaddcn alludes to the embankments having given way in 1837 ; 
can )OU state "ben they \lerc made?-They \\ere made ill 1824, with very great 
C\crt,on, after linding out the best place to put them; canals were cut nnd sluice­
gate' put in the embankments. In a short time a road was made fit for a g ig to 
l Ull over, whc'fc before u man could not have walked. 

:1, Ii (hamllan.] I f the water is kept out by embankment, then \\ ithout the 
cmb,lllkment the tide would cause inundation ?-The tide flolls up in the cent re 
of tbe islaml. 

2S, .. :\hght not therefore a defect in the embankment have produced the cir­
c" mstancc tlhlt Mr. Fox alludes to ?-It could not have produced that in the 
streets 

;: 'il). no you meun that the streets arc above the level of any h Igh tide?­
). C'. ~ntlicicntl) sO to prevent a Canoe frolll floating in them. 

_\Sn. ,upposm.! the emuankment, \l('re neglected, mIght th"t circumstance 
ll<\\ e happened 1_.·0. if the tIde had hlOken in I do not think It IS pos ible that 
can0Q> c'ould 11I",e one III tl-oc strcc~s 0 ~t. :\lary. 

28 '1. \rc the st eets uuo"e the Ie," I. ot the liignest tides '- \' c , they are. 

:\1 r. Jri/wlI i'aU I.) II hat is the obJect of the emban!..ment?-To ket'p 
dn , hert (I t,~~ " .. mld fio\\ up. 

, "-hat IS tllp 11 ht 01 the emb.nkment ;-Thc centre of the is'and i< 
lOll ,'r than t "h 1\ 1t -r, 'nri t cmban "lcnt :lOd rid(!e at each Side of the . 11.) 

, e 
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are above the level of high water; the embankment is taken along on a level across 
from one side to the other of tbe ridges at the water-side. 

2884. Is the top of the embankment higher than the level of the street I-Yes, 
2885. Have you ever seen the water come nearly to the top of the embank­

ment outside ?-No, not to the top of the embankment. 
2886. Not even in great floods and storms?- No. 
2887 . Mr. Stlla)'t Wortley.] Are tbose embankments upon tbe edges of the 

streets ?-No; the embankment goes rigbt across the island, a considerable way 
from where tbe town is built. 

2888. There is none in the town ?-No. 
2889. Nfl'. G. TtV. Wood.] Are the embankments higher than necessary for 

keeping out the sea I-Not higher than necessary. 
2890. Mr. Fonter.] Were you in tbe Gambia when the Frencb took posses­

sion of the post of Albredar in 1819 ?-Yes. 
2891. Were you of opinion then, and are you of opinion now, that the French 

had no claim to tbat settlement?-That was my opinion then, and it is my opinion 
still, that they had no right to that settle~ent. 

2892. Mr. G. W. TtVood.] Upon what do you found that opinion ?-According 
to the treaty of 1783. 

2893. Mr. Fm·sttw.] Did not you consider it a serious injury to the British trade 
in tbe Gambia; and did you, during your government, take any measures to 
exclude them from it ?-I considered it a very serious injury to the merchants of 
the Gambia, and I prevented them from going up there for seven months, till it was 
decided by the Government at home. 

2893". During your government at the Gambia and Sierra Leone, from 1823 
to 1833, was your attention ever drawn by tbe Colonial Office to the Act of the 
5th of George the Fourth, passed in 1824; and were you ever directed to prevent 
British traders from having commercial dealings with slave factories on the coast, 
as being contrary to that Act 1-No. 

2894. Supposing that while you were encouraging the British trade to the 
Gambia with the Portuguese settlements at Bissao and at Cassamallza, a 
Colonial Office commissioner or a member of the African Civilization Society bad 
looked in there for a few days, and told you you were acting as "a helpmate of 
the slave dealers," what reply would you have made to such an accusation ?­
I am not exactly aware what reply I might have made at tbe time, but I think he 
would not have got a very civi l answer; nor would bis observation have altered my 
policy in any way whatever as to the encouragement of tbe British merchants. 

2895. Is it within your knowledge that an individual who had failed in busi­
ness, in connexion with the settlement of the Gambia, was subsequently appointed 
as Lieutenant-governor of that settlement 1-Yes; I am aware of an individual 
who was a merchant at the Gambia, and failed there, and who was afterwards 
appointed Lieutenant-governor of the Gambia. 

2896. How do you know that I-He called upon me, and showed his letter of 
appointment. 

2897. Did be take possession of the government ?-No. 
2898. Do you know the reason why he did not 1-1 believe the llJerchants 

immediately connected with the affairs of the Gambia had a meeting, and they 
remonstrated with Lord Glenelg, and the appointment was cancelled. 

2899. Mr. Millles.] Do you tbink tbat the Government at home, who appointed 
him Lieutenant-governor, knew that be had failed there I-I am not aware that 
they did . 

2900. As matter of time, could they bave known it?-They could have known 
it, I suppose. 

2901 . l\lr. G. TV. Wood.] In wbat year was this individual appointed '-1 think 
it was in 1838; I am not exactly certain wbat year it was in. 

2902. What was the year of his failure in busines~ ?-I think in 1822 or 1823. 
2903. Mr . . Milnes.] What had be been doing in the meantime ?-I cannot 

tell what he had been doing; he was in England, and I was iu Africa. 
2904. Mr. FO/·ster.] Is it Dot within your knowledge that another individual, 

who had sel'yed as a clerk in a store at that settl~ment, was subsequently 
appointed Lieutenant-governor of the Gambia /-Yes, I knew 8 person tbat W8S. 

2905. How did you know it ?-Hc called upon me abo, and showed me his 
letter of appointment. 

2906. Are 
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2906. Are you not aware also that there were several merchants, with o[le.of Col. A. Findlay. 
whom he had served as clerk, residing at tbe Gambia at that time ?-Yes. 

2907. Chairman.] Was any remonstrance made upon that occasion by the '4 May 184" 
mercl.ants against that appointment 1-1 understood so. 

2908. ' Vas the appoin tment cancelled I-Yes. 
2909. 1\1r. Wilson Patten.] What length of time had elapsed between the time 

when he was serving in that store and the time when he got this appointment 1-
A great many years. 

2910. How many?-I think tbe time r knew him in the store was in 182 2, 
and I think his appointment to the government of the Gambia was subsequent to 
the one I mentioned before. 

2911. Subsequently to 1838 ?-In that year, a very short time after the other. 
2912. Chairman.] What situations had he filled in tbe interval ?- After he went 

from the Gambia he wen t to Sierra Leone, and I believe be kept a retail store 
tbere some time; then he got to be a volunteer in tbe African Corps, and he sub­
sequently got a commission in the regiment ; be afterwards left that regiment and 
went to India, and afterwards, I think, be was in the 22d regiment, and sold out. 

2913. What rank had he reached in the service before be sold out?-Captain. 
2914. What situation had tbe other gentleman wbo bad failed at the Gambia 

fill ed previously to his appointment 1-1 did not know him in any situation, but 
as a merchant. 

2915. Had he continued a merchant after his failure?-l do not know ; he left 
the coast of Africa; I am not aware how he was employed afterwards. 

29 16. You do not know what station he was filling in life at the time the 
appointment was made ?-No. 

2917. Mr. TfTilJIm Patten.] Do you happen to know what the nature of the 
remonstrance to the Colonial Office was in either case ?-No, I do not know what 
the nature of the remonstrance was. 

2918. Mr. Forster.] Can you give any further information to the Committee 
relating to those ajJpointments 1- 0 further. 

2919. Chairman.] What was the appointment that was shown to you 1-Lord 
Glenelg's letter notifying to him tbat he was appointed to the government of the 
Gambia. 

2920. What was the age of the gentleman who was first appointed ?-I 
suppose upwards of 50; I shou ld take bim to be as old as I am my elf. 

2921. What was the age of the second gentleman appointed ?-I should think 
40 or upwards. 

2922. M r. ~JjIJles.] Are both those gentlemen alive now?-I believe so. 
2923. Mr. Forster.] Will you state to the Committee your opinion of Dr. 

Madden's report on Sierra L eone and the Gambia I-I think Dr. Madden has 
given a great deal of mis-statement; I have read Sir Henry Huntley's observations 
upon Dr. Madden's Report ; I see he has contradicted him in almost every para­
graph of bis R eport; I fully agree with Sir Henry Huntley; I believe every word 
Sir Henry has stated to be correct. 

2924. And with reference to Sierra Leone, have you read Sir Richard Doherty'S 
observations upon that repo,·t ?-I am of the same opinion with respect to Sir 
Richard Doherty's observations upon the Report as to Sierra Leone. 

2925. Have you read a copy of a memorial addressed to Lord tanley by the 
merchants and traders of Gambia, dated the II th of March last ?-I have. 

2926. From your long experience at the Gambia, do you approve of tbe state­
ments in that memorial, aod do you approve of the prayer of it I-I helieve the 
statements in that memorial are perfectly correct, and I am of opinion that the 
merchants and inhabitants of the Gambia ha;e great reason to complain. 1 also 
nppro, c or the prayer of the petition, and I bope the merchants may get what 
they hu;e petitioned for. 

2927. Amongst other things, the memorialists pray that the settlement may 
be made independent of Sierra Leone; what is your opinion upon that subject 1-
I think it would be a vcry great advantage to the settlement if it were so. 

2928. In the event ot tbe settlement being made independent of Sierra Leone, 
"hat alteration would you deem necessary in the pre ent form of government 1-
They have already got a go'ernor and secretary, and Queen's advocate; I do not 
see anything further they want tban a chief justice with a council, to enable tbern 
to enact laws and regulatIons for commerce and for the administration of justIce 
in the ettlernent. 

0.35. x ~ 2929. Up 
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2929. Up to this time they have been dependent upon Sierra Leone for such 
enactments 1-Yes. 

2930. Governor Doherty suggests the appointment of a Governor-in-chief for 
the whole of those settlements upon the .West Coast of Africa, including St. 
Helena; what IS your 0pullon upon that subject 1-1 do not thiuk it would answer. 

2931. Why not ?-For this reason: I think that it is too extensive a com­
mand , and I am of opinion that if St. H elena were included, the Governor would 
spend very little of his time upon th e coast of Africa, particularly in the rainy 
season; besides, I think it would lower the a uthlll'ity of the resident governors. 
There must be a residellt governor or commandant at eacb settlement, and it wQuld 
lower his authority with the inhabitants, and al so with the natives in the neigh­
bOUl'bood; when they knew that there was a superior officer to come round occa­
sionally, his authority would not be mllch attended to. 

2932. Mr. w: Patten .] That is the reason why yo u also think that the settle­
ments should be indepp. ndent one of another I-Yes. 

2933 . Mr. ALdarn. ] Are the communications of Sierra Leone and of G ambia 
with England, or "ith each oth er, more frequent I-They com mu nicate d irect to 
England. 

2934. Do they communicate direct with England more fr equen tly than with 
each other?-Y es. 

2935. Mr. Forster. ] When you were Governor a t Sierra Leone that settlement 
had been establisbed a bout 40 years, and tbe settlement of Gambia about) 5 years; 
which of t hem do you t hink was most ad vanced in commercial prosperity /­
Gambia, most dec idedl y. 

2936. Chairman.] Do you speak from a com pa rison of the amount of trade 
carried on from th e respecti ve settl emen ts ? - Yes. 

2937. The ex ports and imports were g reater from th e G ambia than they were 
from Sierra L eone r-I -tbink so ; certainly so in proportion to the numuer of the 
population ; the population of the Gambia is vel'y small in comparison to that of 
Sierra Leone, and I am inclined to think that in the gross amount it is more. 

293 8. Have you looked at the returns 1-I cannot say that I have. 
·2939. Mr. Forster.} Is not the trad e act ua ll y belonging to the settlement of 

Sierra Leone, pro perly so considered, very small ?- Very smal l. 
2940. T here is a consideraule ti mber trade?- YeE, a very extensive tim ber trade. 
294 1. l\light not tbat timber trade be carried Oil independently of Sierra L eone? 

- I do not know that it could . 
2942. l\light not shi ps go and load there and bring alVay timlJer if there were 

no settl ement th ere?- Yes, they might go into the river and load if there were 
no settlement. 

2943. That timuer is grown and ship ped beyond the limits of the settlement?­
Yes. 

2944 . Chairman, ] Are the ex ports of t he Gamuia aLo produced beyond the 
E nglish settlement of S t. Mary's?- Y es ; they are coll ec ted in the neig hbouring 
rive rs; there is very lit tle produced with in the settlement. 

2945 . T hen, in th at res pect, S ierra L eone nnd t he se ttlement on the Gambia 
stand on the same footi ng ?- On the same footi ng, certainly. 

2<)46. It is not in eit her case the produ ce of th e Bri tish settlement which 
affo~d s the exports 'I- No; there i very little indeed, either at Sierra Leone or 
a t th e G ambia, wit hin the limits of the settlement. 

2947 . B ut you conceive tbe exis tence of tb e tll'O settl ements of g reat importance 
for the commercial in terests of both places l _ Y es. 

2948. M ... Forster.] At which of the settle men ts uo you conceive the British 
infl uence ex tend, fu rthest in to the interi or ?-I think in the Gambia. ' 

2949. By the ri ver ?-By th e ri ver our influence extends a g reat distance into 
th e country, and over th e Traza r I\l oors. . 

2950. At th e time you "'CI'C Govern or was there a considerabl e trade camed on 
at S ierra Leone with the neighbouring sla ve factories of Sherbro' and Galllllas ? 
-Yes. 

295 J . Was there a free communica lion wi tb th ose places, with your approbation 
and protection ? - Yes. 

2952. Chairmal/.] Cnn yO\l explain what the natu re of the in tercourse was ?­
COllllllcrcial intercourse. 

295 3. You mean that goods wl're carried from Sierra Leone to the slave factories 
in tI;e neighbou rhood ' - 'Yes, lind bartered fOl' produce. 

2954. Carried 
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29.54· Can'ied by the agents of English merchants ?-By the inhabitants; many Col. A. Findlay. 
of the mulatto people trade there; they have boats and canoes of tbeir own, and 
Ihey carry British merchandige from the colony, and they go to tbose rivers and 24 ~Iay 184" 
collect the IJroduce of the country in excbange for Bl'iti,h goods. 

'29.5.5· DId you look upon that intercourse as feeding the slave trade ?-No, 
I rather looked upon it as suppressin/( the slave trade, because I considered that 
the more Britisb goods "ere thrown inlo the slave haunts the better. When the 
chiefs find that they can get more goods by selling the produce than they can by 
sellmg their s!a\'es, it tends to put an eod to the slave trade. If they can by tbe 
labour of the sl&\'os get more produce than they. would by the sale of them, it 
tends to put an end to the slove trade, in my opinion. 

29.56. Mr. Fonler.] Did you ever recei"e orders from llOme to disallow or to 
di.co~r"ge the trade with the Gallinas or with Sherbro', as contrary to any Act 
01 I'drliament ?-No. 

~957 . Chairman.] Did slavers ever come into Sierra Leone to furnisb them­
selves with goods ?-Not to be known as slavers; many suspicious vessels may 
have come in and furnished themselves "ith goods. 

2958. y ~Il di!1 not conceive j'ou"clf autl:orised in any way to interfere with 
such traffic '-1 o. 

29~9. i\Jr, l;orster, ] During your government tile trade of the settlement was 
opcn to all co III " " rce II ith the neighbouring coast 1_ Yes. 

2()UO, Everyone "a, allowed to buy if tlwy had money to pay?-Every one. 
~tlti I. Ti,e slave dealer or his agent frum Sherbro', or the Gallinas, was 

alia \I cd to purchase whatever he wKnted from the stores of the place;-Yes. 
~!l(i1. Sir 1'. D. AcI({nd.] 'Yould a slave r fitted out for the traffic "ave been 

permittcd to communicate II itb Sierru Leone, and to have procured goods there? 
-1\ .Iaver would oat be alia \I ed to fit ont in Sierra Leone; Ii slaver might come 
into the harbour, and not be known to be a slaver. 

2963, If she were known to be a slaver, would she bave been suffered to com­
municate 1\ ith the settlement ?-Nut if .he was klloll'.n to be a slaver. 

2964. Would it not have been the duty of the authorities to have seized her? 
-Yes, if found in our ,""ters, 

2905. J\lr. IV. Patten.] When vessels came into Sierra Leone. what COllrse did 
you tuke to ascertain whethel' they were slavers, or of a suspicious character '/­
The cu~tom-house otlicers always boarded tbe vessels that came into the 
harbour. 

2!J66. How did you distinguish a re!(Ulal' sla"er from a suspected vessel ?-Of 
cou",e they would have water casks, and a slave deck to lay down, and all those 
things on board, if they \I ere slavers ; bUI a olnl er WQuld not come into Sierra 
Leolle, 

~l]tJi. Can you describe to the C ommittee what you conSIdered to be a sus­
picious vessel )-Unless water casks were found on board of her, or boilers. and 
perhaps slave irons, and things of that kind, we could not hold her to be sus­
picious. 

2911S. If she was only suspicious. she was allowed to trade, unless you could 
prove her to be a slaver '1-Y es; a low-built, long schooner, or a vessel of that 
description, would be considered suspiciolls, although there might be no positive 
proof of her bcin/( n sla\ er. 

20(;1). \rould the vcry fact of a vessel being fitted wlIh water casks have been 
sutikit'llt IU induce you not to allow her to trade? -If she was supplied with 
\lutcr c8'ks marc than sufficicnt for the supply of the crew, that would be a suffi­
(;Itnt reuson . 

. 2()70. ,roll"l that h3ve induced you to seize her ?-It might. 
29il. (IImnll({TI.] Did the circumstance Her arise of such a vessel coming into 

Sierra Leone --I am not aware of any in;tance. 
2972. "uuld you look lIpon tLe port that she came from or was going to as a 

ground of susplciun ?-Ii the port that she came from was a suspicious oDe, and if 
,he was a tine, "'0;::. low-uuilt schooner, w1th rakin;:: masts, that would furnish a 
,trol1~ SusplclUn that shc' mi!!bt be en!"a~ed III the tr';;ffic of slaves. 

2('73. But unt I ti" EGuipment l\rticle \I'U, admitted into our treaties, you 
wvui(l h,,\'C hRd no aUl'lonty to seize a vcsscl without ,Io\'es actually on board? 
- . one" I utc\'cr. 

~ 'i'4 Uut ),ou \ 'ould havc con<idered yourself authorised to prevent her 
from tad' " '- 'l , I "ould have conSidered myself authorised to prel'ent her 

\J J'i X:3 from 
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Col. A. Findlay. from bei,ng supplied with any goods in the harbour if a vessel of that description 
came in, which I knew to be a slaver. 

Q4 May 1
8
4

0
• 2975. Mr. G. W. 1Food.] Under what authority should you have refused a sus-

picious vessel permissiOli to trade? -If she had those things on board that I was 
convinced were for the slave trade, although I could not seize her, I might as far 
as possible prevent her from trading. 

2976. Chairman.] You had no specific instructions bearing upon that point?-No. 
2977. In acting in such a case you would have acted upon your own respon-

sibility I-Entirely. " 
2978. You had no instructions as to whether vessels should be permitted or 

prohibited from trading ?-No. 
2979. Mr. Forster,] Have you not seen vessels, of that suspicious character 

which you have described, on the coast, engaged in legitimate trade ?-Yes, they 
always pretended to be; I do not know what tbeir real movements might be, but 
they always pretended to be engaged in legitimate trade; and there are so~e fast­
sailing, suspicious-looking vessels engaged in legitimate trade, so that it is not easy 
to judge by mere appearances. ' 

2980. Are not some of the vessels sold by auction as prize vessels at Sierra 
Leone employed in the coasting trade?-Yes. 

2981. Mr. Macaulay had the principal store in Sierra Leone at the time you 
were there, had he not ?- He had for many years the principal store in Sierra 
Leone. 

2982. Was the trade of his store conducted in tbe same manner as that of 
others, as far as you know?-I always understood so. 

2983. Did you understand that it was the custom of the merchants to make 
any inquisition, or inquiry, as to the pursuits or moral character of their cus­
tomers ?-No, I do not think it was the duty of the mercbant to inquire of his 
purchaser what he was going to do with the goods he purchased. 

2984. You knew the mode of selling slave goods and slave vessels at the time 
you were in Sierra Leone?-Y es; they were sold by public auction, after con­
demnation in the Mixed Commission Court. 
, 2985. Without any discrimination or inquiry as to the character of tbe 
purchaser ?-To the highest bidder, no matter wbo he was. 

2986. Is it your opinion that those goods and vessels so sold, whicb were 
expressly sent to the coast for the slave trade, frequently found tbeir way into the 
bands of the slave dealer?- Y es, tbe vessels frequently; and I have no doubt 
many of the goods went also into the hands of the slave dealers. 

2987. Was tbere anything to prevent the slave dealer himself buying them in 
the auction room ?-Nothing whatever, 

2988. Dr. 1\1 adden states, that the liberated African children were not admitted 
into the Church Missionary schools in consequence of the interference of the 
authorities in 183\; as you were Governor at tbat time, can you state to tbe 
Committee tbe nature of that interference, or the causes of it?-Yes, I can; I 
have copies of the letters I addressed to Lord Viscount Goderich on that subject; 
if they were read, they would explain the circumstance bettcr than I can do from 
memory. 

2989. Will you produce those letters?-

[The 3ame were delivered in and read, as.follo'Ws:] 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, 11 January 1831. 
I MOST respectfully beg leave to submit to your ~o~dsbip a m,ost disgraceful circum­

stance connected with tbe members of the Church MtsslOnary SocIety III IbIS colony. 
On the 15th D ecember last, Mr. T. H. Barbe r, one of the most re pectable merchants 

in tbis colony, and 11 member of Council, waited ou me, and stated that the Rev. ll-k 
DaVIe bad seduced a young mu latlo orphan girl, whom Mr. Barber had placed u?der hIS 
care, Mr. Dav ie being 0. mR rried clergyman, and his wife, a European Indy, hVln~ With 
him, and at th e same time in charge of the liberated African girls'school at Bal11ur5t. 
where it was expecten the y,0ulIg lady would be able 10 assist. This unfortunate yO~Dg 
woman was left, when a Clllld, under the care of Mr. Barber, who paId her every attentIOn 
it was possible lor n father 10 do; he sent her 10 England, at a very great expense, where 
she obtained 0. tolerable education and on her return to this colony, 11 few mouth> ago. 
he placed her und or the care of M'r. Davie and Itis wife, with a view to prevent her fro~n 
falltng inlo error, which he thought would most likely be tlte case were she to remam \0 

Freetown. 
Your 
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Your Lordship may easily judge what Mr. Barber's astonisbment was when he found Col. A. Findlay. 
t ha t the Rev. Mr .. D avi e Was the first lQ lay a regula r plan for ber ruiD, and tha t h. had 
succeeded In seducmg her. 

Upon receiving thi ioformation from Mr. Barber, I wrote a lelter to Mr. Haensel the 24 May 1842 . 
secretary of lbe Chu~ch Mlssl0nary Society in this colony, expressing my d isapprob~lio D 
of the Rev. Mr. DaVie's coo duct, and I gave orders to 1\1:r. Cole, the ass is tant-superi n-
lendent, to remove tbe gi rls from under Mr. Davie's charge at Balhurst to R eaenl and to 
place them uoder the ca re of Mr. and lIlrs. Weeks unlil arraogemeols coo ld be ~ade for 
their protectlon, or un ul Mr. DaVIe should be removed from lhat station. A co py of my 
letter I herewIth enclose, marked (A). 

On the 16tb th e colonial secretary showed me a letter he had ju 1 tb en received from 
Mr. H ae nsel, a copy of which I enciose, marked (B), stating the arrangemenls the mem­
bers of the society had made for th e soperintendence of the liberaled childre", in conse­
quence of th~ R:ev. Mr. Da~ie witbdrawillg from lb e ~o.cietYJ and those arran/6emems 
they had carned Into effect Wllhout m~ kno ~vled ge, or .gI VIng me any. reason for so doing, 
exce pt tha i of tbe Rev. ge ntleman havmg WIthdrawn himself from theIT socie ty. 

On the same evening I recei ved a letter from Mr. I-Iaensel, 0 copy of which I a lso 
enclose, mark ed .(C),. wherein he informed me lha t th e dergymen of the Church Missionary 
Society bad rel mqlllshed the engagemen ts entered tn to wllh M aj or R icketts, lhe lale 
L ieutenant-governor, relalive to the ed ucalion of the liberated African child ren, aud that 
tbey would no longe r consider lh emselve. in cha rge of lbem. 

This basty step of theirs annoyed me g reatlYJ and put me to much incon venience, not 
having persons properly qualified 10 instruct the children, and whom I could en trus t wllh 
lhe charge of them. 

On lhe ~olh December Mr. Barber made an official comm unication of 1I1r. D avie's 
cond uc t 10 me; a copy of h is Ie tier, marked ( D), I he rewith enclose. I then addressed a 
le tttr to Mr. Haensel, under da le of the 20 lh, a copy of which I also enclose, marked (E); 
and On lhe following day the R eI'. Messrs. I-Jaensel and Betls wailed on me tu express 
lh ei r regret a t the circumstance which had taken place Wilh respect to Mr. Davie, but 
sho wed no desire to bave tbe children placed again und er th eir cb arge. 

I considered myself grossly in sulted by their so unceremoniously giving up lhe cbarae 
of the children, and of course I would not ask th em to lake them back, but should lh ~y 
hereafler think proper 10 make application 10 have the ch ildren again placed und er their 
charge, I shall do so. 

I however most respectfully beg leave to recomm end lha t lWO married men, qualified 
as schoolmasters , with th eir wives as schoolmi s tresses, (entirely unconn ected with the 
Church Missionary Society,) should be sent out, the one to take charge of the boys' 
school} and the uther the girJsJ; som e progress might then be expected, which never can 
be the case under the present mis~ionary sys tem. 

They occupy the gOTernment buildings in th e different villages; and wi lhout giving 
me any information, they change from place to place as sui ts theI r ow n convenience, and 
then sucb changes are reported, accompanied generally by an appli cation for some repairs 
or addition to the various buildings; thus inclirri ng expenses which might be avoided were 
th e members of the society to remai n more stalionary in the villages. 

At Ihe same time lheir labours a re not fairly divided in the colony; the western district, 
whi ch contains abouL 8,000 souls, has been entirely neglected, and lefl without any 
mini st erial charge, or reli gious instruction, since the end of 1 R28. 

In answer to a communicalion frow t he Rev. Mr. H aen .. l, under date of the 29th 
D ecember, wherein he gives a statement of the distribution of the members of the 
soci ety, with tbe changes h. had wade, and calling ul'0n me to prol,ide them with suilable 
accommodation, I directed the colonial secretary In hiS reply to draw lhe allen tlon of lhe 
c1 t:' rgyruen to the western district, which has been so ~ong neglected j and to state that 
the accommodations wo,ld be provided at York and Kent for such of lhe members of 
their society as their committee should think proper to appoiut, which would sa ve the 
necessity of hiring an additional hoose at K lSsy. 

Your Lordship wi ll see by Mr. H aensel's answer to the colooial secretary, bow 
unwdling those reverend gentlemen are to meet the views and wishes of the colonial 
government. 

It appears to me a spirit of jealousy exist. smongst themselves, as such of their mem­
bers 8'1 ftel disposed to encourage improvement and industry are censured by their 
{;omm ltlec. 

A con,incing proof of this is manifest with respect to the Rev. Mr. Gerber, a most 
in geni OUS manl who had fo r some t.ime. been stationed at Kent, ,'t'here ~e showed tbe 
Alric.ns a ~ood example by the cult'"al1OU of a farm, and other means of IDdustry. 

lIe hus b~en removed to Kissy; and I have been told that Mr. Weeks (who is a very 
good man, and most anxious to improye the Africans) was found fault with for superin­
len.Jiog u road in the nei~hbourhood of Regent, where he was stationed; be ~as been 
removed to H astlog''''- Tiw~ proves tbat a~ soon a::, the members of the Churcb :Mlssionary 
~vcicly begin to wake them::,elves useful to the local government, tbey are removed tv 

anolher station. 
As the missionaries haye given up the scbools, I am in hopes of being ahle 10 dispose 

of 30 or 40 of lhe growu-up girl , by marnage ; and such of the bo)' as are fit .hall be 
npl' ll'ntlced OU I ; and I ball ge t proper persons to lake charge of the younger chddren, 

0.35. X 4 although 
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although they may not be q ualified to inst ruct tliern in religious ed ucation; bu t sbould 
I bereaft er find persons so quali fi ed, I s h,, 11 employ them temporari ly un ti l I shall receive 
your Lordship's instructipDS on this subject. 

I bave, &c. 
The Right Ron. Lord VISCOl1nt Goden ch, (signed) A lexander Filldlqy. 

H,s M aj esty's P rincipa l Secretary of S tate for the Colomes , 
&0. &c. &c. 

Sir, Sierra Leone, 9 June t 83 1. 
IN my letter of th e 19th January, No.2 , add ressed to Lord Visco unt Goderich. 

I informed his LO I'dshi p that the clergy men cf the C hl1rcb M issionary Society had very 
unceremoniously abantloned the charge and edu ca tion of tbe li berated African child ren. in 
consequence of my havin g written a le tl cr to th e secretary of th eir commitlee in this 
colony , ex pressing my disnpproba.lion of ~h e conduct of th e R ev .. Mr. Dav ie (who seduced 
a J'oung woma n placed un de r IllS ca re)J a nd o rd ering t be liberated Africa n girl ,; to be 
removed fr om un der his c harge, ma ny or wh onl, I had DO doubt, had been seduced by 
h im; I have s ince had s tron ger reasons fo r I hinkin ~ so . 

1 hi'\\'e now to sta le to you, ror Ih e in fo r,mation of his Lordsh ip, that th e cl ergy men of 
the Church Missi onary Society ha\'e g iven up a lso t he ch arge and ed uca tion of th e free­
born fem ale ch ild ren in Freetown, a nd bave shut up the school house, 3'Ssi,!!niog as their 
reason, th at th e gir ls' murals were endangered by the conduct of' the ass i·qanl "'chool­
mistress, who had left the school, and gone to live with a young Ul an to whom she was 
attached , There is nothing in th is extraordinary, under the c lrc llmStances; nothing but 
migh t have been expec led bere from :1. young gi rl j ust arrived at woman hood; aDd it 
would ha \'e well become the clergymen of the society to ha\'e exerted th emselves to 
remedy the evil, by procuring an assistant schoolmistress of more mature age, in place of 
relinquis hing the educal ion of '127 girls, lhe quarler pnrt of Ihem not yet 10 years old, on 
th e p lea of this girl 's faU into enlto r, To shut up a school to protect the morals of th e 
children; a ppears to me a most exlraordinary meaSl1 re. 

In fac t, the missionaries only used as a prete:n this occurrence; they had fo r some ti me 
contemplated abandoning the boys' and girls' school, and had proposed to the school­
mas ler and sch oolm istress that L1wy should make the parents of the c hi ldren pay for thei r 
ed ucation, know ing that the gretHel' part of the parents wllre una.ble to buy book.; for 
th eir chil dren, much more 10 pay for thei r ('dUC8Iiotl; the teachers would no t agree to this 
proposal. 

I n order to prevent such a number or Jo\lIlg children running idle about the Sireets, and 
los ing the li ttle education already rect:ivl!d, I have ordered the head schoolmistress lo re­
open the school, and continue it, promis.in,:; that her salary of 50 I. rer annum should be 
p aid from the colonial fund. unlii I could rccei\c iustructi,)Ils from Viscoullt Goderich on 
t he subject. 

I shall now state a circumstancE' \\ hich occurred the other day, to gi \'e an idea of the 
way in whic h. these re\'erend genLiemen endeavour to annoy the local go\'ernment. 
A licence was granted that t he Rev. 1\l r. \ VilhelUl might solemnize the ceremony of 
ma rri nge between t \\,o young people; this gentleman wrote upon tbe licence tha t he 
declined soleLUnizi n~ the ma rriage, as he considered the girl only a child; tbe young 
couple returned to the colonial secretary with the lict'nce, allel he sent tll('m to me . 1 aSSUre 
you that 1 considered the girl to be between 18 and 20 y,ars old; and she had el'ery 
appertrance of being at least five months gone with child. 

1 beli e\'e t hat the objects of the Church Mi s>ionnry Society are excellent, nnJ thul i t is 
their anxious dc::;ire to benefit their fdlo\\-Ul€l ; but IIDust say, that the clergymen sem 
by that society to thi !) coJony are D. selfish, cunting, hypocritit:al set; i mpostors upon the 
parent socicty and the British public, though tbeir fauils, committed in this colony, ha \'e 
hitherto been concealed# Bul what can be expfctt:d from such men; brou~ht up in their 
OW11 coul1lry as cmpeutersJ ~hol'rnakers, turners, and tailors, ,too lazy to lollow these occu­
pati0ns, a~d turning mis.sionaries, and coming out here to Civilize tbe African" tha t they 
may ll\'c like gentlemen. For God's ~ake send out decent clergymen Rnd schnol0l3sters, 
and ti len you moy expect to ht'ar or the Af'ri(.'an~ advuncing to iVl iJz:"l.lion ; but they 
never will, and !lever can do well, under the irregular system p ursued by th e missionaries. 

As the)' hav e ginn up this [JlincipnJ part of the dU ly which they were sent to thhi 
co untry to perform, the ed ucation of the frae-born chi ldren l 1 th inl{ lt is ab:tolutely necl!s'ary 
t hat other menns should be prov ided fl)f the inst.rucdon of the numerouos child ren of the poorer 
classes in th is co Jony, and to accomplish Ihi:-'i object. I m.hl respectflllly recotllmend thal th e 
pensions paid from the fu nds of this co lony to the widows and childre n at' th e C': lergY ll1 en of 
th e Churl'll ,Missionary So.:iety be dIscontinued, and thei r amount. nrplied 10 p.ly lng I ~l e sala­
ries of re~pcctable schoolmasLers and schQoliuistresses, fur the education of C?IO~ll ll l born 
childl't'll. \i\'hy should Lili ... colony be hUl'lhwlld WLlh t.he supp,>rt of wiJo \\'s of IUl s') lonanes ? 
Let tl,le Socit::ty SU ppOrL lhem, nnd let. th!:: 190/. \\ hlch 18 paid yt'al'~'y 110m t he. coloni a l 
fund Ill" pensio ns 10 1\lrs. Johnson lllle! f\lr:". G.:a ry go towards supporti ng school~ IOdepen­
d4jnt 01, and unCOlln{'cteci with the mi:.siollnri e:t . The account gl\'cn by the nllss lonaries 
in lhis colon)'1 whidl Hppenrs in the 13lh Report of the Sociel."1 may read \'ery well 11\ 

~n~lalld } but WIlillot oC' rtcci vec1IJel'l', ",hert:' the facb ,lie t.Oo \\(.11 kOU\\L\. In Ihat R eport 
th,' y 
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they make it appear 10 their socielY, nnel to the Briti<h public, that they had expended in Col. if. Fillal.y. 
the western or sea distri ct of ierra Leo ne. in the execution of their min is terial dudes 
during I he last year, the sum of 1151. 16s. 7 d.; \\ her~as it is a we/l-kno\vn fact 1hllt not !!4 May t 842 • 

one of' Ihem Ol'!lS been stationed ill that di~trict since November 1828, nor have they 
sin{:e vi sited it but once during th e past yc-nr. when th ey wt're provided with a boat by 
Government. I haye bE-ell informed that on this Yisit thev did not !"emain more than an 
hoof,a t any of the Villages, and thllt th ey did not perfor~n th e ceremony of marriage or 
baptIsm at either of Ihem. They also make it appear that th ey hnve in their minis terial 
charge 'Valerloo and Calment; IhE'Y may considn it so, hut not (\ne of them ever ooes 
£lear either of th ose places. The Rev. 1\1r. Da\'ie. who was the shining star of the ~ni'l-
sionaries in this colony, has now turned agent for a timbN merchant, an employment 
for which, from his conduct, I think him better calculated than for th e pulpit; but this 
very man, belore hI'> detection, wrote to tbe parent society in the usual strain of hypocrisy, 
saying, U Let Ihe Church of tiierra Leo ne shin e with primitive brighlnes". and its ligh t 

hall ;JlLract lhe ree-ard of surrounding tribes far and near:' A fine example of primillve 
purlly he has sbo';n himself to be! 

( mma earnestly beg leave to recommend Government to send out three clergymen, one 
for each district, independent of Freetown; they would be adequate 10 the performance of 
all rt'ligious ceremonies within their respecti "e di:'lri(·ts; nnd also to send two or thre e 
r(>spedablt married men as schoolm asters; if thio;; wert clont', and a clergyman and a 
schoolmn~Her permanently senleel ~1 the ct'ntral vtlla~e of ea<.:h district, a regular sys tem 
of religious and educational instruction might be eS1<\blished, and some good results might 
be ('xpt'cted, whIch cannot be under the system pur"ued by the missionaries of moving the 
schoolmasters about from place to place, to suit their O\Vn cOlweniE'nce. Alter readin~ the 
I\JlsSlon<lry Heport oflast year, a person would be inclined 10 think (as it appears to be wished 
to mnke people think) that the colo ny of 'Ierra Leone \,as well prOVided with religious 
instructor ... , und the expenditure of 3,.P3'. 1 s. I d. last year would, no Jouht, RO far to 
confi rm lbat opmion; but it is a faCl mllch to be regretted, th at th e whole of the western 
(It.'''lrict, and n great part of the eastern dislfict of SIerra Leone, ha" e not had any reli­
gious IIh;truction for ),enrs back. 

Now the plan whIch I propose would only require about one-half of their present expen­
diture; say-

Three Clergymen, at 400 I. 
Three choo) maslels. at 200 t. 

Per annum 

- £.1,200 
600 

- £.1,800 

which sum would Ihus provide" respectable clergy and schoolmasters for lhe colony. 
I am confident Ihe benefils from such an arrangement would soon be feit. 

R. W. Hay, Esq. Under Secretary of Slate, 
&c. &c. &c 

[ have, &c. 
(signed) Alexander Findlay . 

2990. Is that the only reference that Dr. i\/adden makes to any act of your 
government ?-That, and the raising of the fee of the apprentice from lOS. to I I. 
arc the only two references. 

299 I. Do you wish to offer some explanation with respect to botb ?-Yes; I 
have ju~t explained my motives for onc of those acts. 

2992. 'Viii you state to tbe Committee your reasons for increasing the amount 
of the apprentice bond ?-A numuer of the liberated Africans, as soon as they got 
l OS. collected, \I ere in the habit of applying to the assistant superintendent for 
an apprentice, and I found that the apprentices were often very ill-used by those 
people. who could not afford to keep them properly, that they were returned again 
to tbe governmellt-yard, und I raised the fee from 10 S. to 1 l., in order to secure 
a brul'r c\Il" 01 maters for them, ma ter tbat were better able to provide for 
'l\pprenticc,. 

Jo,1- !\Ir_ If-. Pallfll.] You are perfectly satisfied with the government as it 
no\\ io at each 01 tho,e settlements, provided they are rendered independent th e 
one of thc other :-Yes. 

30,2. You lIot1ld not suggest any altcJ"ation in ~he mode of government of 
them, eAccpt their bel1l~ made independent the one of the other 1-1'0; I do not 
think there Clln be any Improvement it them, if" ell administered. 

3°,3. YO\l do not think that a Governor-general of that coast could exercise 
h" oUlhority "nh the sume effeet that ,eparate GOYernor can ?-1\0, I do 1I0t 
think It \I ould be '0 useful; I think I have already answered tbat que. tlon ; 
I thInk H Go\unor-!;"clltral would do a"ay with the authority of the resident 
(lo'HTllor..,. 

03)· y 3074. h e 
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3074. Are the distances so great that a Governor-general could not visit those 
sta ti ons 1-Yes; I >lm inclined to think that a Governor-general would be most of 
his time at St. Helena, if that came within the ra nge of his government instead 
of being upon the coast. ' 

3075. The queslion excludes St. Helena, a ll uding on ly to the coast itself?­
I sti ll think that those settlements wou!d all be better as separate governments. 

3076. Sir 1'. D . Acia1td.] Were not the settlements on the Gold Cuast also 
subject to your jurisdiction ?-Yes, they were. 

3017 . Do you thi nk it wou ld be better if they also were placed uncler separate 
Govemol's?-Yes. 

307H. Do you recollect any inconvenience from the settlemcDts upon the Gold 
Coast being under your jurisdiction ?-No ; the Chicf Justice did not go there, and 
I do not think there lI'as any criminal case sent from the Gold Coast to be tried 
at Sierra Leone. 

307g. Mr. ForstlJ'r .] Your government of the Gold Coast was merely nominal I 
-Entirely so; the GO"ernor and the justices cf the peace hold their commis­
sions as magistrates from the Governor of Sierra Leone. 

3080. Supposing you had been called upon to interfere in the government of 
those settlements, co,!ld you have done so effectually, and with practical uenefit to 
the Gold Coast ?-I do not know that I could. 

308 J. Chairman.] Would tbe prevalent winds upon the coast make it vcry 
inconvenient that one colony should be made dependent upon the othtr for any 
essential function of govemlllent r-Yes. 

3082 . Mr. G. 11'. Wood.] Was the administration of justice, in YOll r opinion, 
impaired upon the G old Coast in consequence of its being subordinate to Sierra 
Leone I-I do not think so, as matters" ere actually managed. 

3083. Mr. Forster.] Was it not the fact that you had no communication wbat­
ever with the Gold Coast?-Very little; there were 00 cases sent up to Sierra 
Leone ; and I am inclined lO believe lhat if there had been any felonious case 
at the Gold Coast, it would have been sent up; all the minor offences were decided 
by·tbejustices of tbe peace. 

3084. You do not suppose tbat any case occurred where the great distance and 
the expense of send ing it up to Sierra L eone interfered with the ad ministration of 
justice?-No. 

3085. Had you any official or political communication with the Gold Coast '!­
Very little. 

3086. Had you any I-None direct. 
3087. Ohairman.] Was it on ly casual, by means of ships that might be touch­

ing ?-Casual communications; no direct commllnication with Cape Coast. 
There were cruisers coming up and down, men-of-war; it was those generally 
that brought us information from the Gold Coast. 

3088. Mr. G. W. Wood.] Has the Governor of Sierra Leone power to send down 
the Chief Justice to the Gold Coast to try persons that may be guilty there of 
serious offences ?- I had no instructions to tbat effect; I had on ly instructions to 
send tbe Chief Justice to Gambia; I am of opinion that if any felonious case took 
place upon the Gold Coast it would bave been sent to Sierra Leone. 

3089. Sir T . D. Acland.] Uut you have no means of knowing whether such 
caRes occur or not I-No means of knowing. 

30go. Chairman.] You had no regular communication with the governors of 
the various forts upon the Gold Coast I-None. 

3091. No despatches passed between you ?-Very seldom; knowing oue ano­
ther, there were private letters, but nothing upon public affai rs. 

3092. MI'. G. W. Wood.] Was the dependence merely flOmiual l -Yes, I 
think so. 

30g3. You have stated that tbere were communications by private Ie el's from 
individuals I-When an opportunity occurred by meo-of-lI'a.r calling.. . . 

30g4. Would not the same opportunities have sufficed for tranSJJllttlng offiCial 
communicntions i-Of course they would. 

30g5. Mr. Forster.] How of len did those communications occur?- Very 
seldom. 

3u96. How often in a year I-Perhaps two 01' three times. 
3097. Clwil'1l!aIt.] You are acq uainted of course, very mitlutely, with the con 

dition of the liberated Africnns whilsl you were in the government I-Yes. 
3098. What 
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30 9S. 'Vilat was the number whilst you were there ?-'When 1 was there there Col. A. Findlay . 
were auout 34,000 ; the whole populatiou is 35,00 0 , ami r make allowance for 
1,000 residen t settlers. "4 May 184"' 

30 9q· Did the li berated Africam easily find employment within the colony 1-
Yes; tb ey had al l sufficient employment when I "US there. 

310J. What \I as the nature of their employment ?-Cultivating their little 
spot of ground, and many of them employed by the merchant. 

3101. Did they find full empl~yment I-Yes; a great many of them employed 
themselves in trading as hawker and pedlars. 

3 102. You found no difficulty in providing employment for the Africans when 
they were liberated after adjudication ?-No; after adjudication a great many 
of them enli, ted ; the young lads, from 12 to 14 or 15, were apprenticed; the 
women generally got marri ed, the young girls of that age " ere also apprenticed 
out, and the children under that age were sent to different schools. 

3103. Do you conceive there would be any disadvantage in allowing emigra­
tion to go on from Sierra Leone to the West I ndies ?-No, there would be no 
d isadvantage; but I do not think they 1\ ould will ingly go. 

3104. Not on their firs t adjudication ?-I should think the question ought not 
to be put to them ; they ought to he sent there at first, those that are captured 
h ereafter. I do not see why they should not be landed at Jamaica, or at any of 
the islands" bere theil' services may be required. as well a at Sierra Leone. 

3 1 05. Do you conceive that they would find greater employment in the ' Vest 
Indies than at S ierru L eone 1-Ye,; for thi, reason, that our colony in ierra 
Leone is getting o\'er populated. 

3106. 'If. G. W: Wood.] Would they ue competent to make engagements for 
themselves as hired lahourers in the West I ndies without any experience of the 
employment, or of the country 1-1 am afraid they wo uld require some person to 
look after them. 

31 OJ. ChairmaJl.] 1\light they not ha\e tbe same ass istance in looking after 
them in the West Indies that they have in Sierra Leone ?-They might. 

3 10S. What is the nature of the assistance given to libera ted Africans upon 
their first arrival, and how long does it continue ?-They are supported by the 
government for six montbs; the men are generally em ployed for three months 
of that in labour upon the roads and streets, and then they are sent and distri­
buted aJOong the different villages, perhaps 20 to one, 30 to another, and so on. 
Tile manager of the village measure them off a certain portion of ground, and he 
gets the liberateu Africans who have been located there for some time to assi t 
thcm in building their hu t, and in cleari ug and cultivating their bit of ground for 
them. 

31°9. Should you see any difficulty in allowing such parties to make engage­
ments in the W est Indies" ith the resident planters there, under the protection 
and with the assistance of the stipendiary magistrates ?-No; I see none what­
ever. 

3 11 0. You think they would have as good security for obtaining the benefits 
of freedom and of CIvilization in the West Indies under their present circum­
tanees, as Ihey have in ~Ierra L eone ?-Ye , I think so. 

3111. 1\Tr. G. Tr. TI 'ood.l To what do you attribute their upposed disinclina­
tion to go out as free labourers frolll ierr" Leone?-'Vhen once tbey are located 
they form "cquaintances, "hom they do not like to part from. 

3 11 2. l' uu thillk tbt)' have no motive for seeking a livelihood elsewhere ? 
-No. 
. 3113- Sir T. D .leland.] Is any option givcn to them when they bring them 
to :'ierrl Leone, "hether the), will stay there?- TO. 

3 I q. )lr. G. n-. !rood.] Are they not free to go where they please at their 0" n 
c. pense )-They ar~; but if they leave the colony, the risk is that they will be 
a"uin mad" slaws, as many of them have been. 

M 3 11 5. ChairIllOTl., \\ ould they be allowed to leave the colony immediately 
upon their armal. It they preicrred it ,-They would be recommended not to 
do ,0. 

)116. IIu\e muny of them accepted the option, and left the colony ?-No, 
I know of no in .. tullce. 

PI i :\lr. C.II Ilood] ·he ther .ln~ instance, m "hieb they have attempted 
til jvlll Il'lIl IlI'I\ tllbc, In the JntCllnr '-;\Ian . ot them have gone from tbe 

o. ) }. Y .2 colony, 



Col. A . Fj" dla!J' 

164 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE TH E 

colony, but tbey hnve generall y been seized again and sold as slaves whcn they aot 
a littl e wily out of the limits of the colony. " 

311 8. Chairman.] What is the condition of the trilJes in immediate contact 
wilh Sierra Leone ; is it a conrlition of domes tic s!1l\'ery ?- Yes, it is a general 
system of domestic slave ry. 

3 119· Are they made slaves as a pun ishment for crime, or as prisoners of war, 
or by inheritance ?-They have been slaves there frolll fath er to son. 

3 120. Mr.G. W. lf'ood.] Hered itary slavery?-Yes. The slaves are just the same 
as their masters in many respects; they si t do wn and eat wi th their master •• 

3 121. Is it slavery of a mild nat ure?-Yes, it is ra ther of a mild nature, fo r 
those who are domestic sla ves. 

3 122. Do they often change master.?- I think not. 
3 123. A re fam ilies ever separated ?-I thi nk not. 
3 124. Are they allowed to marry ?-Yes, of course. 
3 125. Mr. Mitcaife.] W ithout the consent of their masters ?-I should suspect 

they must have the cousent of the ir masters . 
3 126. Mr. GJf'. Wood. ] W il at is the general state as to morals, of the liberated 

Africans in Sierra Leone ?-They are 'improving considerubly, I t hink. 
3 127. Do they marry?- Yes. 
3 128. Are they fa ith fu l in their matrimonial engagements 1- Some of them, 

I believe, ate, but I cannot exactl y answer as to that. 
312g. Are the chil c!J'en generall y educated ,- Yes. 
3 130. Are they brought up as Christians ?-Yes. 
3 13 1. A re thp.y taught to read and write ?- Yes. 
3 132. ""hat becom es of the chi ldren of the liberated Africans after they /1:row 

up to manhood; where do they find employment, and in what avocutions ?- They 
engage themselves generally in various pursuits in the colony, as servants, and in 
other capacities. 

3133. Chainnan.] Is agriculture extending within the colony?-Yes. 
3 134. I s there considerable room for cultivation ?-[n the valleys there is a good 

dea l '; the mountains, of COllrse, are not cultivated . They wou ld prod uce very 
g09d coffee if there was anyone to cultivate them; but the cu ltiva tion ofcotlee is 
not understood there. 

3135. I'llI'. G. W. ! flood.] Is there space for an indefinite extension of the 
colony, if its numbers should go on increasing rapidly ?-The.-e is space; and if 
we continue to import liberated Africans into Sierra Leone as they have been doing 
of late, they will require an extension of the colony. 

3136. Supposing the African slave trade to be exterminated, do you think 
that there wou ld be sufficient room in the colony for the natural increase of the 
popula tion ?- I should think the colony could maintain the population at present 
in it, if there was no further increase. 

313i. And any ex tension of oatu,'a! increase '-Ye~. 
3138. Mr. Foster.] Are yo u aware that General Turner purchased by treaty 

a considerable tract of country in the neighbourhood of Sherboro 1-Yes. 
3139. Did the government repudiate tl.at purchase 1- Yes, they did; General 

Turner was obliged to relinquish the territory. 
3 140. Are yo u of opinion that that lI"as a beneficial extension of territory?­

Yes; I think it would have been a ore .. t acquisition to the colony of Sierra 
L eone. 

3141. Mr. G. W. Wood.] What \\'as the distance of the tract you have spoken 
of from Freetown ?-It bordered upon the colony to a considerable extent. 

3'42. Was it contiguous?-Yes. , 
3 143 . \V ere any l.ulJlic reasons assigned for withholding the approval of the 

Government atho,,,e;-[ am nolaware orthe reasons that "ere given. 
3144. I\lr. FOI·slcr.] Supposing our settlements un the West COol t or" Africa 

"ere continuld dependent on each other as at present, and visited atillten'als by a 
governor-in-chief, are you of opinion that such a system would promote pU rly 
appeals and cabals against tbe authori'yof the interior governors 1-1 think it 
would. 

3 ' 45· Chairman.] Does domestic slavery pre,'ail in the neighbourhood of the 
Gambia, as well as in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone?-Ye . 

3 146. The habits and customs are pretty much the same?-Yes. . 
3147. And the condition of the colony is altogether the sume?-I shoulrl dunk 

in the neighbourhood ofGa,,,!.ia it is a little better. 



SELECT CO~J:\JlTTEE 0:-< WEST CO.\ST OF AFRICA. 165 

.3148. Is one di~t in~uis~ed from the other by a greater extent of the country 
oelllg under one chief r- 1\o, 1 cannot say that it is. 

3149 . Are thcre man y small chief. subordi nate to the king, or "hat is the 
sys tem.of government gene rally prevailio~ 00 that coas t ?-They are all small 
pelly kings and chief.; they are independent one of another. 

3 150. Do you be lieve that if any individuals in the neighbou rhood of Sierra 
Leolle or the Gambia were \I ill in)! to go to the \r est Indie>, they would be per­
mitted to go by their chiefs, "ithout something in tbc way of purchase or gift 7-
1 do not think they would. 

315 1. Do JOU think it 1I'0111d oe necessary to conciliate the chief by a present? 
-Yes. 

3 152. To give him so much for every subjec t he lost ?-Yes; I do nDt think 
they "ould allow them to go without. 

3 153. ~Ir. For.tcr.] Dr. l\l adden speaks of a system of slav'e ry being ra"ied 
on at the Gambia; hav'e you read his remarks upon that subject ?-Yes. 

3 1;'4. Have you any observation to make upon them 1- IIi s remarks are qllite 
erroneous; there is no such tiling a slavery knowll at tile Gambia. 

3155. 'Vllat is it til "t he means r--J sUf.>po~e he must mean the French artificers 
and !'Ibourers "ho re80rt to the Gambia lor labour; perhaps not so much now as 
they did in Illy time, because the Gambia is now supplied with liberated Afi-icans. 

3156. Chairman.] " . ere tbose French artificers under engagements similar to 
a state uf slavery ?-They were laves altogether. 

3t57. Belonging to the French?-Yes. 
315t!. They callle into the colony to \lork for the benefit of their masters?­

Ye,. 
3 1.'> 9. But they were not held in slavery by any residents in the English eule­

ment ?-r\ ot a t a ll ; they wcre at perfect liberty to come and go back when they 
pleased. 

3 1tiO. ,Vere any claims upon them as slaves ever maintained in tbe British 
courts ?-Never. 

316l. They "ere ne\'cr detained to perform services for their master3?- o. 
3162. VI' ere their masters ever assisted in recovering any slaves who had come 

into the Brit; h scttlements ?-No; I never knew any instance of their refusing 
to go back to Goree or Senegal. 

3163. Captain Fitzroy.] Are there any pawns in Gambia ?-_ Tone; nothing of 
the kind . 

3164. You 1noIV "hat is meant by the system of pawns; persons who suu­
mit to volu ntary slavery for debt?- Yes; there was nothing of the kind . 

3 165. Sir T. D. AcZll/ld.] Were there any in Sierrd Leone i-No. 
3166. Mr. Forster.J Are there resident mulatto ladies and merchants from 

Senegal and Goree" ho have their domestic people in their establishments at the 
Gambia ?-There are. 

3167. 'Vas it not perfectly understood that those slave~ or dome,tics were at 
liberty to claim their freedum "benever they thoug:J1t proper, while they were 
"ithin the O'overnment of Lh" Gambia ?-Tbe domestic slave. were perfectly well 
u"are that~hey could remain free at the Gambia if they pleased, but they went 
bach" nrds and forwards to Goree and Senegal at pleasure. 

J 1 t>~. Chairll/an.] Can you state any occasion on which their acquaintance 
WIth thuL facL appeared; was any proclamation ever published, or did any circum­
,tan(c ncr ari,e \\ bich conycyed that fact to them ?-No, I do not know tbat 
thele "as an~ procbmation, but they were all perfectly aware of it. 

.31\"\' \ au ne,er \\ ere called upon to interpose to enforce the return of any 
sla,e I - '\ 0. 

"I - I) Thll'dore as long- as they were in the settlement they werc perfectly 
fl c~ i~Pel icctl) tree; they kne\\ tbev could remall1 so if they cho e to take ad van­
ta:.;e of It, hut they came there and laboured, and carried a great deal of money 
back to Gorce and Sl!nc~aL 

3 1 ,1 . .Jj r. Io·.\/er 1 Did not the missionaries carefully inform them that tbey 
" cre at libert, to claim their freedom II they thought proper :-1 believe the mis­
,i'lI1arics did inform thelll so. 

jl, J. ChairmaTl. \ 'hat do you con,ider to be the utmost extent of positive 
111Ilsdll'tl< .>1 the Uriti,11 (JoHrnmenl round th , Gambia ?-Tbe islaDd of t. 
'.\1, r "I' rl,a:" nin mll 10 cllcumlercnce; Barra PUJOt b a yery >U1a11 place; 
_ 1'(' rtli) " bland is ,1 largl' i:;land. 

O' .. 'i. 3173. Is 

Col. A. r","ky. 
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3173. Is the marg in of the river, between St. Mary's and lW Carthy's Island, 
considered to be under British sovereignty ?-Only along the COll st of tile Barra 
territory. Dr. Madden is quite erroneous as to the ~ession of the sovereignty of 
that country, whIch he states to have been In 1820; It was not ceded to the Bri­
tish Government till 1826 . 

3174. It was ceded in soveveignty, but not in property i-Not in property. 
3175. The natives were not disturbed in their property in any way?-No. 
3176. How broad a margin along the ri ver is it that is ceded i-A mile inland 

all the way. 
3177. F or how many miles?-Thirty-six miles, the king of Barra's territory 

only. 
31 78. Not the margiu for the whole distance between St. M ary's and M'Car­

thy's Island 1-No ; we have no sovereignty till we get to M'Carthy's Island. 

3179. Mr. Forster.] Are you of opi nion that the trade of the Gambia would ue 
much extended hy the establishment of posts higher up the river tbaD any we have 
now ?- Yes; I am of opin ion that it would be of p:reat advantage to the settle­
ment iftbere w.ere a post considerably higher up the I'i "er than l\1 'Carthy's Island. 

3180. ChaiJ'man.] A nd you would see no da nger to the parties so situated i­
None wbatever ; it would require an officer and a few men there. 

31 SI. Black troops, with a white officer ?-Yes. 
3182. I s tbe climate of t he river exceedi ngly injurious to health ?-Not mure 

so up there than at St. Mary's; probauly it is worse at SI. Ma ry's than it is tbere. 
31S3. You consider that the river is not more unhealthy tbere tban at tbe sea 

coast I-Not more; there are no mangroves when you get up the river. 
3184. Mr. Forster.] You have served in Jamaica ?-I have. 
3185. 'What is your opinion of the climate of Sierra L eone, as compared with 

tha t of Jamaica I-If I had my choice, I lIould prefer serving at Sierra Leonc to 
Jamaica; I thin k there are many parts of J amaica whe re tbe cl imate is as in­
j urious to the health of an European as at Sierra Leone. 

3186. Chairman .] How do you account ior the rapid succession of deaths among 
the governors and hi)!h official persons at Sierra Leone,-I cannot exactly say. 
Almost aU the governors that were there were old men. 

3 1S7. Has there not been a remarkabl e succes, ion by death in almost all the 
officers of the colony of Sierra Leoner-There has bceD, but not at such a ra te 
as D r. Madden states; he states that there werc six f!"Om 1825 to I ti30. Now 
there were only four; there lIere General Turner, Sir Neill Campbell, Colonel 
Denham, and Colonel Lumley; tLose are the four that died in that period. 

3 18S. I n five yea rs?- Yes. 
3189. Mr. Forstc1'.] Do you think the climate is much less favourable to 

persons in anvanced li le than to young persons ?- I think it is injurious to people 
advanced in life, and to very young people. 

3190. What period of life do you consider most favoUl'able to bealth upon the 
coast ?-I should say from 20 to 45 would be the age at which peop le might serve 
there most safely. 

:)191. Chairman. ] Do you believe that there are great resources up the Gambia 
which are likely to be de"eloped by commerce --Yes, I do. 

3192. Of \I bat natul'e i-I tbink there might be a great deal of produce co l­
lected up the Galllbia. 

3193. Palm oil ?-No; wax and hides, ivory and gold: and I have no doubt 
that if we had a post higher up the rivcr considerably, we might draw some gum 
from the S enegal. 

3194, l lad you the charge of the uuildillg in the Gambia ?-l had; I S8W 

them all crectcci ; I was acting en!!:ineer from June 1819 to August I S23; dU fl ng 
that time the whole of the public l?u ildings were erected. . 

3195. Were you engineer ?-I am not an engineer office r, bllt I \~as actlllg 
engineer ; Sir Charles M 'Carthy appointed me to superintend the buddlllgs. 

3196 . Uacl you experience in the erect ion of bui ldings befvre ?-Not much. 
3197. nave the buildings stood well since you erected them?-Vcry well. 
3198. Are they built of stone l-Built of stone and lime. 
3199. Mr. Mitra/re.] Is there lime 1II the cOllnlly;-Plcnty of lime fro Ul 

oystel' shell,. 
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VISCOUNT SANDON, ) • TH E C HAIn. 

The Rev. A ndrew Rues; called in, ,llld Examined. 

3~ 1 :;. C'hnil"1l1nll. ] YOU ha l'e been for some ti me in AfriCa I-I ha ve. Rey . A. Rue<. 
3 216. Wi ll )"" s tate ill "hat capacity and for what period 7-1 have been 

\1 1'0 11 th e coast" li ttle more than eight years; th ree years a t Accra, and then . 7 May ,84" 

latt erly a t A qua pi m, aLout 40 Ill1les in the interior; a t the time when I was living 
<I t AfJ uapim, I visited some parts of the interior, at A qambu and Akim, and a fter-
wards, Lefore I ret urned, 1 went t o Coomassie in A Rhantee. 

:P I7 . In II hat year was Iha t?-It was in the last month of 1839, and January 
, R4 l ). 

3'1 IX. You \ \ (rC five years in th e interi or, were you ?-1 was. 
3'" I t). W hat did )OU o hserv e as to th e condition of th e peop:e, as to slavery 

nltHe c'pec ia lly I-The people have everyw here chiefs, and every man of property 
I,"s hi s sla ,"Cs in every part of th e country ; bu t th ey are no t slaves in the sense in 
which \\ e lise th e term ; th e ne!1."roes th emselves are more like a fa lllily or friends. 

3220. C an t hey be sold ?-The can be ; Lut it is very seldom they are sold as 
s l., cR . 

322 ' . Are th ey slaves by inheritance, or by purchase, or as prisoners of war? 
- T hey are "1,,, cs by inhe ri tance. 

3222. A re the slaves genemlly of the same tribe and country as the masters?­
In Ashantee they bave sla ves of their own peo ple, but they do not sell their slaves 
to otbe r people, not in th e Ashan tee country itself, but in every otber part th ey 
sell the sln' cs to other tribes. 

3223. You mean that they sell their own people?-Y es, bu t the Ashantees do 
not ; th ey kill the m ra ther than uo tba t. 

3224. ' rhen th ey kill tbem, do th ey kill them for punishment or for sacrifice? 
- For 'acrifiec mostly; someti mes for punishment too; the king himself does 
tha t, ery oft en; but no foreigner can bave an opportunity to see that; I was told 
Ly .('veral persons in the , \ shantee country that sometimes the king takes his 
pcu ple and p" ts them in a pit in the water in his house, and no man sees it. 

3225. \ au wCll t to that country a missionary from the .:\lis.ionary Society a t 
B,,,ll' /-Yes. 

;;~2ti. Il uvc you prepared J. statement containing some par ticulars \lith refer­
ence to that cuunt ry, for the infurmation of the Committee ?-I have. 

C The same <L'a.' I"llld liS jollou."s :] 

l jrll' Partie U'flr~ cOlllledtd with tile Re'lidclIce cy' A.. R lies, i11issionary from Baste, 
on the Gold Coo,t. 

I R'U , "n al Doni.h Aeen ill 13rch,832: ml\1arch 1835 I Wt"Dtto Aquapim,R 
~ I\ l i\ l l lli ~tnl"l \\ hll.:h u .... t:s the U .mi"ih flag. S-Iluated about 40 mlle~ from the coast; I re­
OlHlIll'(l th 'H till the autumn of I 39. rn this interval I look se\"eral joume)'s in the 
1Il l t~rio rJ among tht., rt'~t to Aquumbu and Aklln . 

. l lter lok, n.: II lam,») to D,"mh .\ CCla, in Octob~r 1839, I went by " oy of Cape Coast 
iO h .halll t:t In ':-'h)H'mb. r. Govt'fnor ~j nrlf'an kindly rel~ommended me to the king, and 
, \ nl a ~oh.h t' r wllh me n~ a prott:ctor. 1 '\-\as dt::tain(:d on the frontie r of A~hantee by 
the \"~h l t "8. and four "e(: k.~ elapsed bt.f~l[e T "as ,allv"ed by the kmg to go to the seat of 
11l ~(.)\~ rn Ul('nt at h.. um.I~I; here 1 rcmal11ul it tortl11ghl. 

Th t' ~\llg rcccl Yt'd me with grl'at :o'Itate and formality, and oRen expreo:;.sed hi~ friendship 
J.m l grl\1d \\ Ill; but 1 ue \ er had an opfWTtumty lor detailed conv~ r .. ation \)-irb him. I had 
I:-C ' t. ril l aud,ences, but \\ 3!'- nl:vt. r pClmlttt:d to approach ncarer than ,about 10 paces to hID), 
lIt' n il nl \\ u~ .. su rrounded b.\ {lfliccr'i anti s(.r\'ants; he t:om m umcated with we by an 
IOto prdu 1 he la~t HOlt! I ::-<1\\ blm, he told 1h~ II1terpnter that hiS scn·ict'~ "ere not 

(1 ;l'. Y 4 need.d. 
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needed, 8S I IInderstood the lan!!uage. He then, addreBsing himself direct to me, requested 
me to salute my soveret!!n from htm; testified hIS pleasure lhat I had vi sited him ' and 
took )rave, \~' ithollt answerin g' an~ of the i,nquiries w,hich I had previou sly add/l"ssed 
through the. l.r-terpreter, or exp ressin g any WISh that hiS country IDlght. be benefited by 
EnrOpe8," VISltOTS. My h ea ltl~ prc \'coted my remaining lo nger in the country. 

The kmgdom of Ashan tee IS m a dreadful >ta te; murd,·" are committed daily. W hile 
I WRS Ih ~le , I,he death Gf so~ e IndiViduals ~ f prope,rty was slgnah sed by th e ll iaughter of 
stv~ral of ,hell' sl ~vE's. Their banJs w~re tied behind them, ,a nd a kui fe thrust th rough 
th eir cht" f'ks. pass ll1 ~ o\'er \he tongue, In order to preve nt lh l"' l r invoking the name of the 
king. After slnndi ng in this l ort1lre, somp for ho ur", they were kn ocked down, and their 
heaos CUI off widl a la rge knife. Their bod ies were ~hro\V n into the street, and dragged to 
a plnc e wh ere 1hey were exposed to Ih e access of sW lI)e. I was told that human sacrifices 
8re frequent, pa rticularly in cases of sickness; the people believe that the di:.;orders are 
taken awuy by Ihe victims. Th"se s"crifices are offered sometimes by binding the slave 
to a beam, placed horizontally between two uprig ht posts 0'0 n scaffold , wh ere he is left to 
die; someti mes by transfixing the Ji ving sla ve to Ih e g round by a spear; sometimes by 
bury in g ali ve. 

The sla\!es fire completely at Ih ei r master's mercy, and it often ha ppens that nose, ears, 
and lips are cut off fOT the most trifli ng offence. 

Tb e knowledge o r~bese a,lTocit ies has awakened i ~ me a strong desire ,to ,do something 
for the benefi t of tb, s ),enlghted coun try, and has Induced the Basle M,SSionary Socie ty 
with whic h I have b~e n long cunnecled, to request me 10 retu rn to Wesl Arrica, by way of 
th e British ' Vest In dies; we pu rpose selecting- a few fam ilies of Christian n e(J ro~s from 
the congrega ti ons co nn ected wi th the Church of the Uni ted Brethren o r l\r1~rav ians in 
An tigua, o r Jamaica. Our hope is that the Africans by seei ng th is chr ist ian colony may 
obta in a conception of a happier life than Ihat wh ich they no w lead; that tht"y milY have 
an opportu ni ty of having better instruction than that which they now receive froru their 
pri est:', and thllt the example of tllese civil:zeu negroes may be lhe Uleans of in troducing 
habits uf of industry (lDlong tbe natives . 

Thal ,he natives of this pan of Arrica are capable of improyement is abundantly e\'ident 
f.orn the good effecls which bave beell produced in Ihe neighbourhood of Cllpe Coast, by 
the salutary influence which for several years h ~s been exercist!d by the enlightened and 
judicio us acti\'ity of Governor NJ' Lean. It i5 a fact worthy of notice that the national 
assis lams employed hy the Ivl ethodist .M issionaries near Lbe coast, have all, withou t 
excep tion, ueen instrucled at Governor 1\ l 'Leao'sschool. 

3227. You had an opportunity, from your long residence among the natives of 
Aquap im, of seeing wbether they were capable of improvement?-Yes. 

3228. Did the same atrocities exist in Aquapim as you" itnessed, or heard of, 
in Ashanlee ~-No; very seldom in Aquapim, only at the deaths of their first 
chiefs. 

3229. I-luman sacrifices were then celebrated /-Yes; but very few. 

3230. Did any such occur while you were there?- Yes, a few times. 
323 1. D id you to ke any steps to prevent tbem, by persua iou or otherwise?­

Yes, the negroes themselves, at J\Clllapim, told me that they did not do it; but 
1 have seen it myself; I have not seen them do it, but I have seen the people 
lyi ng killed in the 'rood. 

3232. Did you ever reason with thcm on the atrocitv of those sacri~ces?­
Yes; but the negroes at ACltlapim told me, "We do tt not." And they said, 
" It is used only at A hantee." And I spoke in ARhantee, at Coomassie, to the 
people about it; but they told me, " Speak not to the king about that; the king 
himself will be angry if you speak to him about it; be cannot be king at Ashantee 
if he gives up killing his people." 

3233. Did any sensil>le improvement take place at Aquapim during your res i­
dence there 1-1 cannot tell; the count,·y was constantly at war, r th ink more 
thun two years of Illy residence tbere. I found at that t ime that the i\quapim 
people very much trusted in me. I wa living amono-st tbem all the time. I will 
give one example. There were tIl a parties; one of tile parties had taken prisoner 
a man from the tO ll" n of i\cropollg belonging to the other party, and they wished 
to kill him. This immediately excited the others; they rose in arms; and it 
came to a regular am'ay; the two parties stood armed against each other pre­
paring to fight. The party to whom the man belonged came to me, and said, 
"You live amongst u , and you mu t save this man'- life." I immediately went 
and remonstrated with the opposing part)"; and one party after the other, upon 
my reman trance, Inid down their arms, and the man was delivered up to DlC to 
be handed over to his own fricmlo. Both parties t l'eated mc with respect. When 
they were going to fight with each othcr, both jJtII"tics came to me and begged 
l \\ould take their goods and cltlllLels into my house and prctl1tocs, and ke~p them 

IIh ilc 
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wh il e they were going to fight each other, as tl ley kn ew I should be a fri end to Rev. A . Riies. 
both parti es; th at [ had no qll arrel with e it her party. I mention that as one 
proof among mAny, how th e negroes are disposed to treat Europeans, if Europeans 27 May IS,p. 
WIll treat the ln kindly . 
. 3234. Do you conce ive that any Eu ropean. behaving II ith propriety wo uld be 
111 perfect safety amon!; any of those tribes ' - Yes, certainly ; every one would he. 

323.5. \V1, a t are their means of subsidence ; II hat do they live upon ?- Their 
mode of li"ing is 'ery simple; it is chiefly yams and peasang, and fish taken and 
dried upon the coas t. 

3236. h there m uch II hich call s for constant labour and cul tiva ti on on their 
part ,-I think they woulJ ha,'e a g rea t dea l to do in that way , and th e negroes 
them clve3 lI ou lJ like to do it, but not at ti rst. I tr ied it my,elf. \Vhen I told 
Ihem yo u can grow so and 0, they asked me then II hat should th ey have by it if 
they di d so, and they sa id, " W e will see what yo u have f rom it yoursel f fir st, and 
when II e have seen th at, then perhaps we will try to do it ourselves ." 

323i. I s what they live upon at present the result of laborious culti va tion, or do 
they only gather \I hat they find growing sJlontaneously?-T hey cu ltivate tbe land 
' e ry li ttl e. 

3238. There is very little of a habit of labour in the cultivation of the soi l ?­
Yes, it would be possiule to do a !!reat deal if more lauour was bestoll ed. 1 f tbey 
work for a single hour III the course of the day, they get enough to support life. 
The great difficulty is, tha t the lI (lnts of the negroes are so few that they are easily 
satistied, and very littl e labour is requi red. 

3~39. If the ir \l ant are so few, how can you ive t hem a stimulus to labour ?­
Yu u must give them the desire by means of the culti vati on of their minds by 
education. 

3240. Did you see much of British manufacture or any foreign rr.anufactures 
in use amongs t tho e people ?-Chiefly Britisll . T hey have got 'manu tac lures of 
tb eir Oil n, bu t t he greater part of wha t they use is l:.ngl ish; their own man ufac­
tures are dea rer tha n what they get from Englancl. 

3241. H ow do tbey pay for the manufactures which they get ,-They pay by 
oil and gold dust. 

324:2. Did y ou see during yo ur s tay th ere a oy increased traffic in pa lm oil or 
other products for manufactures 1-Yes, 1 ha , c seen in several pa rt ' of the 
country, duri ng tbe latter part of the time I li as tbere, the natives planting palm 
trees . 

3243. For the purpose of su p plying the demands of commerce upon tbe coast? 
-Yes. 

3244 . " ' as tha t increasing to any considerable extent i-Yes; it was consider­
ably increased in the latter year. 

3245. Is that planting or that cultivation carried on solely by the slaves, or in 
common by the slaves and the master ?-It is by the slaves. 

3246. Entirely?- Yes, for the benefit of the master. 
3247. T he lIlu,ter does not labour himself ,-Yes, sometimes he does. 
3248. Are the families of slaves ever separated by sale ?-It must take place, 

though I have not seen much of it. 
3'14(). Do you know how the oil is carried dOlVn to the coast, and how far from 

the co"st it is urought ?-They carry the oil sometimes from Aquambu, I tbink, 
\I bich muv be abollt I SO miles; th!'), carry tbe oil down on their heads. 

3:!50 In H'scls 1-Yes. 

3~.s I. III calabashes '-Ye , ill a kind of pottery ware, which they make them­
'\. l ,c.;~. 

3'.;:!· !rom what you saw of the country. should you say that the slave trade 
\\ 0" exerCISing Ie" llltluence UpOll the interior than it had done ?-It is difficult for 
me to 011S11 tr 11 question of that nature, becau,e I did not know the country in 
earlier \l';Jr>, but I think the influcnce of it is less than it used tn be. the ne~rocs 
themscivcs complain tl at they arc not so frcl a, tbey us~d to be to carry it o~. 

32.13. 'I11mt is the cias., of people who make that complaint I-The chiefs who 
carr) It on; the ehieh In tbe mttTIOr complaIn that they ha\c not the same 
laclliuc, for carrying the sians to the coaH, and bartenng them as they used to 
ha\C; tbat th"y must nOli smug!'le them III a certum ,en,e. 

32;+ Did lOU liud that the) w CI C becomin g n ole acquainted" Itl' tbe ,alue 
of the lJ.bour uJ the sl. \c, lor prOduClDg artIcles 01 producE', by "hich til Y could 

o.J). Z g-ct 
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Rev. A. Rii.. . get the Brilish manufactures which they wanted ?-They have not yet got hold 
of that idea. 

27 nby ,84
2

. 3255. Does the in/luence of the Danish sett lement go far inland I-No not far. 
I think only to Aquambu. ' , 

3256. How far is that from the coast I-Tt may be 150 miles, but the io/luen~e 
is very sm~n since Mr. Moick, the late governor, was upon the coast; his 
admlmstratlon tendered to weaken the influence of the govemment, it was very 
injudicious. 

325 i · What was the nature of the influence which the Danish settlement exer. 
ci. ed over the natives ; did the Governor interfere in tbeir disputes among them­
selves I-Yes. 

3258. The di sputes between indi viduals, or the di sputes between nations and 
tribes ?-Betwee n nations and chiefs, and between the Aquapims themselves; I 
think the Governor's own administration and his intri <> ues were one gre<lt cause of 
the disputes and quarrels that took place between the

O 
native tribes. 

32 59. Were any di sputes among the natives decioed by the Governor in the 
Danish settlements ?-The Governor thinks that he has a ri o-ht to do so, or at 
least acts as if he had the right; but as to the nati ves, only th; t part that want 
his assistance admit his right, the others do not; it is not generall v admitted . 
. 3251" . You consider tbat an European might go in safety through any of the 

(li str·icts behtnd th e Gold Coast 1- Yes. 
3252" . Do you find a difference between the condition of the peopl e who are 

in connexion with the English se ttl ements and those who a re in conncxion with 
the Danish settl ement r-I think so, on the coas t, but chiefly about Cape Coas t, 
where Go vernor Macl ean's influence is extensive. 

32 53". Mr. Foro-tt'·.] Did Governor M aclean ever interfere between the Danish 
Go ve rnor and the peo pl e in the interior, in order to reconci le any differences?­
J think so, a t the time when G overnor M oick was there. 

3254". ' -Vas his interference successful ?-It was not possible for him to meddle 
much in that matter, as he was hi mself in a state of dis pute with G o,·ernor Maiek. 

32 .55". Chairman.] Do the natives come to Danish A ccra to get justice, in like 
manner as tbey do to Cape Coast Cas tl e ?-Sometimes tbey do; they have always 
shown more confidence in Gove rn or l\l aclean than ill any o ther authoriti es, and 
tlr ey come more frequently to him tha n to any other. 

3256*. M r. Forster .] H a'·e you had opportu nities of witnessing Governor Mac­
leau's infl uence upon the Coast i-I have. 

3257". Can you give t he Committee any proofs of it ?- There a re many circum­
stances which I should bave great pleasure in relating, 10 show the ben ~ fi cial 
influcnce that Goveruor l\ Iuclean has exerc ised . 

:1258". Will you state one ·or two 1-1n Ashan tee it even ha ppens th at a king 
kills his own ca bboceers, his cl.i efs. A few yea rs ago one of these fl ~d fro m 
A, hantee to Fantee; I cannot exactly mention the date ; when this man came to 
Fantee, he began to kill bis o ll"n people. As soon as Governor l\lnclean heard of 
it he seLlt hi m word that he should come to him ; he apswercd he would not. 
The Governor then determined that he would go to him hinlself ; it might be a 
d istance of 50 miles ; he went himself with a few soldiers, and broug ht this cabbo­
cee,. to Cape Coast Castle, ano fi ned him a considera ble sum of money. The 
cabboc~er said , " No w 1 have tri ed to do it, b ut I will never try to perform hUI1l Hn 
sacri fices aaain ." T he eabboceer afterwards had one of bis people who committed 
an act for \~h i ch he might have been puni. hed with death, but in tead of pUlling 
him to death hi mself, he brought tbe man to Cape Coast Castle, and requested 
Govern or Maclean to p unish him . J saw that myself; I was staying witll. 
Governor Maclean at the time that this ha ppened. 

3259". Sir T . D . Ac/alld.] W hat hap pened to the man who was brough t to 
Governor l\laclean I-He was beaten with stripes. 

3260. M r. Forster.] Did you see that chie f on your visit to Coomassie I-No; 
I Stl W him at Cape Coas t ; he was at Cape Coas t when I W!lS there. 

326 1. Chainlla11.] Is it generally one lan/!uage that prevails. ovel: all the .Fantee 
and Ashantee country ?- Yes, it is one and the .ame ; there IS " little drfference, 
but not much. The Asha ntee undel·stand the Fantee, and the l' antee understand 
the Ashan tee very we ll ; it is one language ; the Ashantee language is spoken in 
Funtee, in Assim, in Ak im, in Aquapim , in Aqua lllbu, und the A ccra people 
understand the Ashan tee lang uage very 1\ ell too. 

3262. Do you beli( ve that if the inducement of good wages were offered to 
the 
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the people of the IIJ rcrior, II hether Fa ntee.' or Ashant ees, they could he persuaded Re,·. A. Rues. 
to go to tb e West I ndies IInder the conduct of some person in wbom they bad --- --
confidence ?-I do believe they could by and by, but 1 thi nk th e negroes in 27 M;.y 18+2 . 

West A frica will not be pers uaded at once; if they co uld have an opportunity to 
see ",hat the negroes from th e W est Indies have become, if th ey cou ld but ee 
some of their o\\'n race who haye become converted to Christianit\' and c ivilised, 
they \\'o u ld th en get an idea of the proba blc advantagcs of tbos~ things which 
Europeans \\ ish to teac h them; bllt at pre ent tb ey cannot do so, as it relates to 
circurllstances witb which th ey are quite un acquainted . 

. 1~63. Si r T. D. Acland.] Y ou are spea ki ng of th eir going to tbe W est Indie~ ' 
-Yes; 1 think the great matter is tbat they shou ld feel confidence in any man 
that wishes to induce them to do anything, and if they have con fi dence in uch 
a man, they would follow him ac rOSS the Atlantic to the West Indies. 

3264. Chairman.] Supposing yo u went into the country, and elld~avourcd to 
per,uade a hundred to go over to the West Indies, and they were willing to go, 
would th ey have to gi"e a present, or in any way to make payment to their chief, 
for permission to leave their own country to go with you ?-The maj ority of th em 
are slaves, and therefore there \I ould be no probability of their being allo\\ cd to 
go to th e W est Indies \\ ithout the payment of a considerabl e sum; if they were 
fr~e, they migh t go. 

3265. Sir T . D . Acland. ] H ow many are ia"es, and how many free r- The 
Ilibouring people a re mostly slaves; they either are slaves th emselves, or they 
ha, e slaves. 

3266. Chairman.] Do you think that any II hole tri bes would pmigra te to~e­
thcr, under th e conduct of the ir ehief, a nd \\ itb th ei r slaves ?-In their present 
,tate ' c ry little co uld be done, unl ess they felt confidence in tbe per ons who pro­
posed to take th em over; in tha t case they would follow him. 

326i. Suppose any superior men were willing to go with their slaves, would 
their lave; willingly go along with them to a ncw country i-It is a question 
UpOIl \\ hi ch there has bccn nO experiment made, and thcrefore it is impossible to 
say; if an European wanted to take negroes with him \I) Europe, or to th e W est 
Indies, th ere would be no difficulty in his finding persons willing to go. 

,pti8. Is th ere any considerable number of th em who would be at liber ty to 
go without being purchased from a master ?- There is one thing th a t would stalld 
very much in th e way, that iR, they would not like to be separated from their 
falllilies; but if they on ce could get this conviction, that eyen such a separation 
"ould issue in some benefit to tbemselves and th eir families, th ey would submit to 
it; bllt you must first gi ve them that conviction. 

3'269. Would it be injurious to th e country to induce any part of the popula­
tion to leave it for th e \\' est Indies ?-The carrying away the popula tion has had 
a most prejudicial influence h it herto upon tb e country, for everywhere, wherever 
you go, you find tbe number of' people but small ; you may go days and days 
and /illd no trace of cultivation; I think that the wan t of cu ltt vatlon IS one cau.e 
of the unhealthiness of the country. 

3270. :\Jr. IV. P allen .] What is the na tu re of the co un try generally, "here 
yuu have been, in th e interior ?-It IS impenetrable forest. 

.1271 Is thcre any g reat quantity of rich land ?-On the coast it IS s,m <iy , 
but titeft! " n good deal of rich oil more in th e Interior , and there thc cu lt ivation 
h eo.s ie r, and tIle lertility is great. 

l ~ i 2 Is there any greut quanti ty of land tbat IS fit fo r cultivatIon, that is not 
yd ta kl n ,1tl "antagc o f '-T oward , the coast tilE' rc is" gnorl (,cal of land that" 
pcrl l'et l" cleM of \\'ooti that" not eulii"dten, ou' It 1< not fer ile \,1nd . hul In tll(­
IIl teno l, :, )t)(}11 ~l .. a plantttllon or (l plot at ~round that htl~ heen l'tlltlvated b 
tor"',\ I\co, Immediately wood sprinp~:-, up upon it. 1 

.Pi,) :\f r. Far.,la. J lIas . \ 'luapl m any watlr commUllicanon Wi th the coa,t' 
- \Ye had "evcral small ri vers at A'l llapim . 

32,4. Clwlrmall.l Dul you hvc ~ o u "e1f by purcbaolllg pro \' i'lons, or by havm~ 
laud cnlti" uted lor yuu : - ,\Imos t lill a liI' sllp plics were go t fro m the negroes; tbe 
lirst p" l'tlOn of thL lime, when I livcd alone, I "ved hh the neoroes, in a hut libe 
till''''; but it IS "cry und c,ir"blc that Europeans ,bould live in

e 
tbat manner. 

3" i ;- DId y nu see an improvement in th e condItion o f the people \I bile .IOU 

\\ t r l tlfrc ::-l'hcrc w \ '5 -o me Improvement j t"'erc \\ a'S more pea.ce Tn the. 
r ountn 

) 3) 
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3276. And more cultivation ?- Yes. 
327i. Do they cultivate maize or millet ' -They cultivate maize ill Aquapim, 

and coffee upon the hills. 
3278. H ave they tried to culti vate coffee, cotton , and sugar I-Yes, they have 

made a small beginning with it, and I think it will succeed very well; the cotton 
I!rolVs wild .everyw here; I think there is good colt~n I!rowin~ there generally. 
The great disadvantage will ch they have to stru gg le with IS, tha t every thin a they 
produce is produced far from th e coast, and they have no means of transport, and 
no beasts of burden. 

3279. H ave they any roads ?-No roads; if the com mnni ca tion with th e coast 
was easier they would grow more. 

3280. Mr. A ldam.] I s there a ny hard stone that they coul d make roads of/­
Yes, there is gran ite in the Aquapim mountains. No attempts that have hitherto 
been made lI pon the coast to get the negroes to work have hitherto succeeded ; 
they do work, but the ground is so little frui tful neal· the coast, that no ad vantage 
has been derived f!"Om it. 

328 1. Chaimza.11.] You have visited the neig hbourhood of all these settlements, 
Accra, Annamaboe, and Cape Coast ?---':Yes, 1 have. 

3282 . I s the land ll n iversally unfavourab le to cul t ivation in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the setLiemell ts at Cape Coast, and A nnamaboe, and the three 
Accras ?-I think it is not fa ,·ourab le in any place. 

3283. M r . Aldam.] How far in land is it before you come to a fertile country ? 
- It is good in t be Illounta in,. It Ili ay be about 1 2 Or 14 miles perhaps fro m the 
coast. 

3284. Chairman .] H ave you vi sited any part of the coast except the G old 
Coast ?-No. 

3285. Sir T. D. Acland.] D o you know anything of th e kin gdom of Dahomey) 
-No; one must not bel ieve what the n"groes tell; tbey tell YOll plenty of tbings 
about what they hflve seen a nd heard, but it is not to be believed. 

3286. Did you find Indian corn growing anywhere nea r the coast ? - Yes, but 
not at Accra, near tbe beacb. 

32.87. A t wbut points did yo u lind I ndian corn g rowing; bear the sea ' - Some 
miles from th e sea; never nearer th an several mi les from the coast. 

3288 . When you speak of the lund near the coa., t IJei ng unfruitflll, do you 
a pply that to all the settlements?-The whole of Accra, a nd up along to Cape 
Coas t Castl e. 

3289. Have you been at Cape Coast Castle :- 1 have. 
3290. At Di xcove ?-No. 
3291. At Annamaboe :--1 have. 
3292. Is the coast fertile a t Annum.boe aoel at Cape Coa_'t Castle, flr not ?-I 

cannot soy, I ha vc not seen anything growing on tbe coast : they have cassada on 
th e coast. 

3293. Did yo u find the natives \\ illing to recei,'e rel ig ious instruction ,-Yes; 
but I tound them not alwa\"s will in!!; to do accord in!!; to it. 

3294. Did you open· sc!1001s \I hen you were there '-Not in the interior; r had 
no opportunity. NolV when 1 return, I in tend to open n school immediate ly; I 
have \I ritten a school-book in the A han tee. 

329.5 . Had you any opportunity of eeing the schools at Cape C03st Castle 7-
Yes. 

3:.l{l6. ,, 'hat did you thInk of th em '-The schools \lere In very excellent con­
dition: T stated before , that roany of the as -lstan ts that the \reslevans have had 
in thei r mission, have been brought up in that srLool of GO\-emor M 'lcleun's. 

3297. Are you goi ni! back to Aquupirn I-Yes. 
329ti . D o you cxptct that the inhab itants there will be wi1lil\~ to have their 

children eduea tedunder your core ~-;-Y es, they told me so; and I know t hat they 
WIll; I ex pect to hnd (IJAi culues . 1 h~ benefi ts of educ<ltlol\ they Cllnllot of course 
judge of before they have een the effects of it ; but I hope particularly, by bring­
lO cr some person, of their own race as examples of the benefi ts thut hnve been 
re~e i ved , th ut they will be ready to rece ive it. They wont to see the fmits of it 
with their own eyes . 

3299. YOIl on ly ex pect th e improvement of the peopl e to come slowly and 
I!radu:,lIy '1- Yes, it i, to be e,pe~ted; but there is so much predispo,ition 
al ready, that when tlJ~y Sl',' u little ill'l'ro\'('l\wnl, 1 think there ,\Ill be greater 
progrt'~,s tl\~IJt'. 
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George Clavering Redman, Esq. called in; and further Examinee!. 

33co . Mr. R edman.] I S HOULD wish to hand in a chart, in order to show 
wbat I stated in my lasl (:vicience with regard to the forts, with regard to the terri ­
tory that tbe A lB ericans claim, with regard to the estauiishments uplJn the coast, 
and" \th regard to the grant. (The same u'as delivered in.) 

3,301. Chairman ,] The extent of the claims of tbe Americans i from Cape 
Mesurada to Cape Palma~?-I' es. 

3302. You have placed fiv e factor ies within that range of co a t ?-Yes. 
3303. Do you intenJ to continue them ?-Certainl y not, in consequ ence of the 

interruption that we have sustained from the Americans . 
3304. Y Oll would suggest the establishment of some forts " ithin tho e limits, 

for the protection of our trade ?- I should . 
3:3°5. Are those points which you know to be independent of any Ja\\ ful claim s 

on th e part of the Libcrian ?-They claim it, but they have 110 righ t to claim it. 
3306. Are you aware of any previous se ttlement having been m<.de by the 

English at t bose points before the arrival of the Li berians ?-Certainly. 
3307. What is tlIe kind of fort whleh you "ould think adequate to that objec t ? 

- 1 ~hould say a vcry small fort would oe quite sullicient. 
3308. With a small detachment /-With a small detachment. With regard to 

preVIOIlS settlements, Captain Spence had a settlement there previous to the 
American, ever going to that part. 

33')9. ,\ III rc i-At St. George's. It is to the northward of Cape Coast. 
3310. 1\lr. Evans.] Have the . \m ericans taken possess ion of that O-They have 

interfered with Oll r sl lips, alld have ,ummoned th e captain before them for trad int( 
with the nati,'cs, and fined th em. 

33 11. YOL1 form erl y had some experience in the trade between the coa t of 
Al'l ica and the \Y est Indies /-Yes. 

3312. What length of lime were your vessels usually occupied in passing 
between those countries;-From 14 to 2 I days to Barbadoe3 and Demerara, from 
tb e neigh bourhood of the Gold Coast, say from 1\ cera, 

3313 . With loaded ve sels/-Yes. 
33 14. "\ essels of what size i-One hundred and fifty to 250 tons. 
33 15. And how long in the return voyage ?-Til" return voyage would be eight 

o r nine weeks. 
3311). , \t tbat time you used to supply rice for the Government ;-Yes, through 

Macaulay's house; and I have sent se'erui ve"sels to ~ell it at Barbadoes and 
Demerilra on my own account. 

33 17. Do YOIl believe that a prosperous trade in grain might be established 
between tho 'C points '-I think so 

:13 18. r.1r. Evalls.] Is the quality of tbe rice that you find upon the African 
coast as good as that from America i- Some think it better, in consequence of its 
not being' of that wutery substance that the Amencao is. The negro population 
in th e W e t I nuics htl ,·e prderred it in many cases. 

33H). ~lr . Forster.] YOIl stated in your former examination, that you have 
been 30 years engaged in difl'erent branchcs of the African trade; has the African 
trade been carried 011 dUring that period by all the merchants on the same general 
sv,tem l __ The trade Is carried on iu the same way as formerly in the floating 
tinde . 

~'.P(). :\! r. 11'. Pallen.] Is there an) dilference ill the other trade from wbat it 
\I a' formed", - Fnrmerly every bouse in London had a house either at the 
U;,mhln , or at SI,'rm Leone; but tome 2,; years ago :\Ir. Forster inrroduced the 
} ,tl'lll 01 senliing out goods on. commis~ion; it became a commlssion hou e, and 

it htl· beel1 very prospuous, arblO;: from that ~y5tem; and we who have not gone 
upon tbat ,)'Stem hu, e not been 0 prosperous, 

J.3 2 1. Mr. Furslt,..l Dr. :\Jaddcn alleges ill hi, Report, that tbe present sys­
tem of carryin" on the African trade lla, a tendency to promote the slave trade; 
I"" thc tmde, (luring- the \\ hole of your e.\peritnce, been carried on in Africa in the 
,amc manner 10 \\ 11Ieh it is no\\ carried on ?- Cel tainly it has. 

3.> '-, Mr rr. l'atten.] In your opmion, ha, it tended to promote the ta,"e 
tr.,,1t - ' ''' 'Illite the rt'vcr.c 

3. _ eli" OJ :a" lIns or y chano;c t"ken 1'1. ce, \\ ithin that p~ncd, ill the , .:; 

G. C. Redman, Esq. 
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system of carrying on th e trade, which cnuld have the e(Jcct of cncoura"in" the 
slave trllde more uow than it did heretofore ?-Ccrlainly not. 0 0 

3324. Has the system of trad ing on commission any tendency to produce that 
effect ~-Certainly not; it can make no difference . 

. 3325. What is the ~yst0m of trading on commission ?--Any gentlemen who 
wish to go out to seek their fortune. in Africa, apply to a house to stlpplv them 
with goods upon credit; that house charges them a commission, and, uy h~vin " a 
great many correspondents, one is set aga inst the other; it is like a sort of ill­
surnnce; whereas, if you only have one house, as in former times, in case of any 
accident happeni ng to the parties in the trade, great loss accrues. But of course 
it is not so great if you have a greater numuer of correspondent~ . 
. 3326. Mr. W. Pattcn.] How do you mean that the house charges a commission? 
-The Lonuon houses charge a commission, as they would in the West ludia 
trade, or in the East India trade. 

3327. Will yo u exp la in the term you made use of just now, that the house ill 
London charges a commission 1-When th e house in Londoll chal·ges Il rom­
mission, it does not take the responsibility of th e trade upon th e coast or AfrieR, 
whether it ue profit or loss; the party wilD goes out rUIlS the risk of that himself, 
Ilot the party in Londoll, t1ley have their commission . 

3328. MI". T47ood.] The house in London gives credit to the merchants resident 
in Africa ?-Yes . 

332g. The merchants resident in Africa carry 00 the trade in Africa at Ibeil· 
own risk, th e hou e in London supplying the goods to the parties resident in 
Africa ?-Yes. 

3330. Under that system, do you conceive that the African3 have been supplied 
with English manufactures lit cbeaper rates thaD heretofore ?-I do. 

333 1. Is it, or is it not beneficia l to the progr~ss of trade?-I think it is; and 
it is ueneticial to th e Af,·icans. 

3332. Chairman.] It extends the trade for British manufactures still further?­
Yes; and as you extend trade you extend civilization. 

3333, Mr. W. Patten.] '.viII you describe the other mode of carryin~ on the 
African tmde which existed before this system was introduced ?-A merchant in 
London had a house at Sie rm Leone, and there werc two or thrce clerks, and a 
head clerk at so much a year; he scnt out the goods, and kept opcn house, which 
was the fa shion ori ginally at Sierra Leone, for th e officers both of tile army and 
navy, and at the same time opened a retail store foi' the natives to come and 
purchase the goods; ulld what produce tbey col lected for the goods, or whut uills 
they got from the Government officers, were remitted to the merchant in London, 
he taking to himself all the proceeds at tbat pcriod, 1ll1d perhaps outaining large 
profit s, uut he took the risk a t th e same time: the parties in the estaulisbrnent had 
fixed sa lari es. 

3334. Mr. TVood.] The busilless was conducted by a man in the capacity of a 
servant resident in Africa, on behalf of th e ' Lonnon lJOuse; at present it is con­
ducted by Englishmen resident in Africa, on th eir own account ?-Yes. 

3335. D oes the statement you have [,een making refer to tlle unde at Sierra 
Lcone ?-Yes. 

333G. And to uny other purt of th e coast 1-A t the Gamuia it WfiS the case. and 
ot Senegal, wh en in our hands, it was the same; at the forts there i tl different 
ilrrangement. 

3337. Arc you acqlluinted with the moue in which the trad e is cu rried on, on 
the Gold Coust i-Not so well as at the other plnces. 

3338. Do you know whelher the custom of supplying good,~ on cOlllmission ,to 
Engli.h n,crehant. resident there hus uecn intl"llcluced to that IHirt 01' Africa I­
I imagine so. 

3339. M,·. Fonta.] You huve s\)o~en of a house which illtroullcl'ti this sptCIII; 
are you awure thal that house has a ways ",,·ried on their tl'lldc on the same prin­
ciple to all parts of the coosl, including the Gold COIISt ;-1 uelievc ~o, 

3:l~lJ. Mr. Wood.] You spoke of the f1outin~ trllc.le; will you <icsenbe what you 
1lI~8n by the flouting trude ?-The nl e l'Clillllt puts 011 bllnnl u slllp a cel·tulil 
qualltity or goods, Ulldoll' Chlll·gO or the copt"in, to se ll upon the con~l (01' jll'oducc, 
or lor go ld or illlr), or Hilything else, allu Ill' I·enwin (Jut till he dIsposes of tliat 
cUlgO, UIH.I hl! ul' iug!) home the proceeds; he g-oe8 1'1'0 111 port to pOI t, thl.! goods tlre 
Ilevel' landed to he sold, they are so ld out of the ship; latd)' they have g il l·1l credit 
to the nutives, II"llich i. H \'CI')' uud 'ptcm. 
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334 1. Docs the captai n act a~ upe rcargo?- Y e . C. C. R ,dman, E.q . 
.3342. Does be cond uct the trade by barter?-Y e . 
3343· And passes fro m port to port till he has disposed of the whole of his ' 7 ~lay 1 84~. 

cargo ?- Yes. 
3344· I s the cargo wbich he takes with him a cargo of asso rt ed goods ?-It is, 

and he brings home a cargo o r" asso rted produce. 
3345 · Doe the captain participate in the profit or los of the trad in a- voyaa-e, 

or does he act on behalf of mercantile bouses in this country ?-Some hou~cs ad~pt 
the princ iple of paying tbeir capta in on commis,io~ ; others give him a hare of the 
profi t of the voyage. 

3346. :\I r. E~·ans. ] It is but lately tbat the custom of giving credit to tbe 
na tiv~s has ar i en ) - [n the floating trade. 

334i. " ' hut extent of credit is commonly g iven now to the natives ?-Some­
timt':; from .'i I. to J 0 01. 

3348 . Wha t length of credit '-Perhaps it may be a fe w weeks, or two or three 
months. 'When a ship is going down the COa t, they leave the goods on sbore ; 
and wben sbe comes back , they are paid in palm oil ; and ometimes, of late, when 
the sllip has a small quantity of !roods remaining, th,'y have left it with the natives 
to he paid the nex t voyage. . 

.~349. Do you know of any 10 ses tha t have amen from that system of giving 
credit ;-Certain ly I do; I have had ve ry heavy losses myself; frolll my captains 
haVing. given credit. 

3J50' :tIlr. TV. Pallen. ] What ciHSS of persons is it that they give credit to ?_ 
Com moll natiH,'s ; troll er:; . 

335 1. i\ ot chief,?- In some cases chiefs. 
:>3,, 1. Chairman. ] Is there a class of trader;; distinct from the chiefs, along the 

coast wbere you touch /- Yes. 
3353 . Do they trade along the coast, or by carryi ng goods inland i-Both 

\l ays. 
3354 . Mr. Forste-r.] When you firs t began the trade with Sierra L eo ne 10 

J 81 2, bow many house were engaged in trade in that settlement ?-One. 
3355. What bou e was that i-Zachary :tIl acau lay & Company. 
3356. Did that house carryon business in the way you have el escribed as 

having been the genera l system previous to the introduction of the new sys tem you 
have alluded to ?-They carri ed it on upon the sys tem of having thei r own house 
a t Sierra Leon , ancl pay ing agents . 

3357. Chairman.] They .old their guods to all parties who came to them i-
1\ny one that came to them they sold them to. 

3358. ~Ir . Forster.] O ur settlements at the Gambia were established in J 816 ; 
have yo u been connected "ith that place ever since ?-I have. 

3359. Has there been great competition in the trade there for many years past ? 
- Y ery g reat. 

3360. ll ow long did the house of :\Iacaulay & Co. continue to be tue only house 
at ' ierra Leone sub,equently to 1812 ?-,\boutse\'en year'. 

336 1. Did the trade after that become divided ?-It did. 
3362. l1a it continued so up to this time i-Yes, with very great competition. 
3363. Chairmall.] Can you ,tate the number of houses now in that trade 1-

Thl're arc only four houses now; tieveral have gone out of the trade, they made a 
HIS bad thin~ of it. 

3:lti-l. lll r. 'Forster.] Dr. l\I adden, in his third Report, speaks of the trade with 
our Hrirall settlements as a monopoly in tbe hand 01 a few houses; ran you give 
the Cummlttee an} information as to the pro~res> of the trade in your experience 
1'01: the Ia't 30 years, 10 respect of the number of mercbants engaged in it, and tbe 
>ueee> attcndin!.\ their speculations 1- ln consequence of that remark in Dr. J\lad­
dcn', Report, 1 have takcn son,e pains in looking through my own book for 
in lormutlun lipan thc subject. and 1 find that at the Gambia, ince I bave known 
the trade, there ha,e been 17 merchants in it. 

3365. Se\cnteen house" or merchant 1- eventcen eli.tinct establishments, 
prinCipally merchants; live abandonea the trade II ith 10 ~; three became bank­
rupts; SC\'cn \litildrell, for "hat rea'on I cannot account. One house now 
remain, thnt has been in it ahout tbree years, and one hou>e remains in it that uas 
heln in It evcr since it "a' e,tablished. 

33l>1l. \ Ir. 11 . PattclI.] Therc are (lnly two remaming ?- Tbere are two rcmain-
111';:; I \la, the lu"t t.;at IIl thdrew my,elt. 
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3367. Sir T. D. Adand.] What bas been the greatest number ex isting at any 
one period ?-Four. 

3368. Will you state what you imagine to be the chief cause of the decline of 
the trade at tbe Gambia i-first, the loss of the gum trade, by the French takin" 
i~; that has ueen a serious loss to the Gambia merchants. It is now totally lost 
to the country, and has been so for the last six years. 

3369. ,, ' hat is the 'next cause ?-I thilll; tbe second cause is the permission to 
foreigners to come there upon the same footing as British ships, and they have an 
advautap;e, Inasmuch as the~' only pay duty upon what tbey lund, while a British 
ship is obliged to pay duty upon all that she carries into port immediately, and the 
British shipping are not permitted to go into the French ports in return. Another 
cause , is the illcreased trade of the Americans there, and foreigners of every 
description. They bave cut up our trade there very Illuch; they have divided it. 
There is the loss also of the maho/!any trade. 

3370. How is the mahogany trade lost ?-The state of the market has been the 
principal cause. An importation of mahogany from other parts of the world has 
taken place to a great extent; the G:amuia mahogany heing of ao inferior descrip­
tion, we cannot hring it here to compete with that which is finer. 

3371. Is it inferior to Honduras ?-It is. 
3372. In quality I-It is inferior in quality to Honduras. There is some Hon­

duras that is quite as bad as Gambia, but it is not brought to this countr\,. The 
Honduras brou/!ht to this country is uctter than the Gambia. -

3373. Mr. FOl'slc1'. ] Is not the objection to the Gambia mahogany confined to 
its hardness?-That is one great reason; the cabinet manufacturer, complain that 
it chips. 

3374. Mr. W. Patten. ] Are those the whole of the causes of the decline of the 
trade to the Gambia ?-I think those are the principal causes, and the reduction 
of tbe price of produce of every description that bas come from !he Gambia; 
and you cannot get tbe natives to reduce tbeir prices in proportion as the markets 
have fallen in this country. 

3375. Will you state how the gnm trade has been lost to us ;-From France 
interdicting the trade by a blockade, and an ilJe/!al one, too . 

3376. At what period was that I-In 1834 and 1835. 
3377. Why did the trade not revive after tbat waS ol'er :-Becallse the French 

have increased their subsidi es to tbe king of the Trazars, and in signing the 
treaty that they made with him, they stated that so long as they do not bring their 
gum down to the British at Portendic thcy lire to receive those subsidies, but if they 
have any communication with tbe British they are to lose tbem . 

. ~378. That is tbe sole cause why we have lost the gllm trade ?-Yes, it was a 
commercial blockade. Tne present Government and the late Government, and 
all the law officers of the Government, have stated it to be illegal. 

3379. Mr. Wood.J The blockade does not now continue ?-No, but tbe French 
have satisfied the natives tbat they are the stroogest power; they drove our ships 
away by their men-of-war. 

3380. There is nOw no imped iment to Ollr ships going there ?-No, but we 
have no security against the Frencb doing the like again, 

3381. Are the lacilities ex istin" now to our carrying on lhe g um trade equal to 
those enjoyed by the French, pI~vided that the natives were equ~lly willing. to 
trade with us i-If th~y \\ere equally \\llImg, certalLlly; but they are notwIihog 
while they are receiving lhose subsidies. ..' . 

33 82. Supposing that interference uy subs,d les did not eX ist, have we equal 
faciliti es \\ith the French for having a shure of the trade?-Certalllly, upon u:at 
supposi! ion. By a tre. ly between the French and the English that trude is con­
fined exclusively to those t\\'o powers. They Inll allow no other power to go 
there. 

3383. Who will allow no other power to go there ?-France and Englund. 
3384. Do you mean that there is a mutual compact reganhng the tr~de at 

Portendie uetween France and Englund r- Yes, by a treaty between France and 
England in 1783 and 1814. 

3:385. What was the dale and the ongul of the compact between tbe na~ve 
chicfs and the French Governlllellt, to give them the eXc\lISl\ c sllpply of !tnm r­
During the blockade a treaty, duted August 183,), \\ hich gave 5,000 dollars per 
annum to the killO" and furthll' the ioluob ittlnts of Senegal addeu, 011 condition 
that no tnule $ho~ld be carried ~II at Pr>rtendic with the British, that the} would 

ghc 
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give th e T razars a proportionate contriuution from every bouse, and even every hut G. C. RedTMn , E'q. 
in Senegal, the rna t insign ifican t of which should no t be less t bao two dollars; 
previously to rai sing th e blockade, the French obtained that treaty II ith the king of 27 ~Iay , 842. 
the Trllzars. 

3386. Are th ere any other t ribes \I ho are capable of carrying on the gum 
trade, who II ould be willing to carryon tbat trade with us, and whCl are not par­
ties to that compact?-No; the Trazars are a warlike nation, and they keep 
the key to all that country. 

3387. Uas any means suggested itsel f to you by II hich this s tate of tbing 
might be remedied, so as to afford to us a sha re in the trade ' -Yes. 

3388. Have you any objection to state IIhat tbose means are ?-Ycs, I have a 
great objection, because when the time arri ves I intend to take ad vantage of 
them. 

33 9· I s the time likely to be early or remo te ?-" 'hen the Government obtain 
from France tb e indemnifica tions due to myself and others. 

3390. Are you one of the parties who have sutfered in consequence of that 
blockade lIpon the coa<t ?-I am the greatest sufferer. 

3391. Mr . . ForJter.] You b!ll'e stated the number of persons who have been 
eng~ged in the trade at the Gambia; ",ill you now state the number that have 
been engaged in the trade at Sierra Leone ?-There have been 28 London me r­
chants engaged in the trade; nine have abandoned it \lith loss; six became 
bankrupts; four have \I ithdrawn, and two are withdrawing; there are four remain­
ing io it, llnd three have retired with property mane in it during that period. 

J3f)~. Sir T. D . .leland.] Wbat is the greatest num ber existing at anyone 
period i - Half-a-do~en houses in London; 0 0 the Gold coast, th e L eeward trade, 
2] merchants bave been in the trade; six abandoned the trade with loss; two 
became bankrupts; 1\10 h""e \I itbdra\\'n from it; live are still in it; til 0 have 
made money in it. 

3393. Mr. W. Pattetl.l Are there not more than five merchants trading with 
the Gold Coast now ?-N'"ot from London; I am speaking of the number from 
London . 

3394. Sir T. D. Aclalld.] W hat was the greatest number trading with the Gold 
Coast at anyone period i -Fil'e. 

3395. Do you knoll' any tili ng of the trade further to leeward ?-No. 
3390. MI'. Forster.] This is over a period of 30 years I-Yes. 
339 7. Sir T. D . AclaJ/d.] On the II'hole do you consider our trade to be ad­

vancing or decreasing '-Advancing, I think, gradually; the oil trade is increasing. 
3398. Do you think tbere i still room in this country for its increase I­

I do. 
3399. 1'1r. E~'aJls.] D oes the timber trade increase i-No, and I fear it will 

decrease. 
3400. Is there any particular reason that you see for the decrease of the ttmher 

trade i-Thc introduction of the East India teak. 
340 1. Is the East India teak of better quality than the African timber? -

Certainly. 
3402. 1'11'. Forster.] Has it been the custom in the Afncan trade to restrict 

the captain. and 5uperCar!!oes in their sales on the coast of Africa, with reference 
to the character or pmsuits of their customers there ?-. o. 

14('3. Have you understood that the resident slave dealers on the coast are 
gen"mil) dealers in produce as well as in slaves?-They deal in produce as well 
n ... In ~Iave~ 

.14" I Ihd tt ever occur to )'ou, that by refu>in~ to take the produce )'ou \\'ould 
hold out nn . mducement to the sla\'e dealers to leave olf the slave trade '-No 

340.;. \\ ere you eler allare that it was contrary to any i\ct of Parliament to 
sell 13ntl'h I-\oods m \t"ica to any purcha,er, 11 hether cngaged in the "lave trade 
0\ not 1- ;\ot until Dr. :\laddcn', Report arm'cd in this country 

3401', Chmrman You conceived that your rcspon,ibility \\'a !tmtted to the 
c,t,c of ,dhn~ improl'cr good., and rccelvm;: Improper produce in relurn '­
(~uttc so. 

3-{07 Sir 1'. D. Aclam/. DId ~uu I, ar of a proclamatton of GOl'ernor Maclean, 
of the t .j lh o· December 1~J9 '-. 0; I never heard 01 it till I saw it til Lhe 
P.,r1iamentan p.lp~r'. 

q".' Should ,"uU b,\\ c thou·?"t ) ourself II l r ranted 
pllln" lor \.IYN,! 'crlumly I\.)t) I ,hould Lnm\ I \la 

0.3) . .\ 

ttl ,c1lm m n ,cle 
dOll~J wron~ tht: 1 
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U. C. nrdm •• , Esq. 3409. You would have thought that you were not dealing in lawful articles ?-
____ Yes. 

2, May 1842. 3410. Mr. F07·stel·.) As a ship-broker a?d merchant for 30 years, you must 
haye had great acquamtance wIth the foreIgn trade. Do you understand that 
many of the first houses in Cuba and Brazil arc engaged in the African slave irade ? 
-·They are, to my knowledge. 

3411 . Are you aware that those houses are in direct correspolJdence with many 
of the first commercial houses in London and Liverpool , and that goods used in 
the slaye trade are shipped by those E nglish houses to the orders of those cor­
respondents in Brazil and Cuba carrying on the slave trade1- Certaillly. 

34 1 ~. Are you aware that the slave ~oods ill 'luestion are made in this country 
ex pressly for th e slave trade, and are know n to the manufacturers by the name of 
~I ave goods ?- I am perfectly aware of that. There are houses at Manchester 
that make no other goods. 

34 13. MI'. llIood.] Do those houses make the goods knowillg that they are 
ill tended to be sold in payment for slaves purchased ?-Yes, 1 should say so. 

3414. Chairman. ] You say that they are known by the name of " slave goods" ? 
- 1 do not say that they are kno wn by the name of " slave goods," but they are 
known to be slave goods. 

3415. Are they a distinct class of goods employed in bartering for slaves ?­
Yes. 

3416. Mr. IYood. ] Have you ever heard any denomination of goods described 
as " slave goods" ? -No. 

3417. H ave you ever heard them so descri bed in commercial correspondence? 
-No. 

3418. H ave you ever heard them so described in conyersation among commer­
cial men in thi s country r-No. 

3419. Are they know n under the designation of " African goods," or "goods 
for the African t rade " 1- Yes; an inferior description ; there is a difference in the 
qual ity. 

3420. Wha t is the meani nl( of the phrase" inferior description" ?-We a\l pretty 
well know; houses that 1 have had communication with at 'Manchester are per­
fectl y a ware that goods that are of an inferior descri ptioll are those goods that are 
principally used in the slave trade. 

3421. Is th at in the direct trade from this country to the coast of Africa, or 
circuitously through Cuba and the Brazil s ?- Through C uba and Brazil. 

342 2. Chairman.] Do none of those inferi or goods go direc t fro m this country 
to the coast of Africa ?- There llI ay be some that go direct from this cou ntry; but 
I knoll' of no goods Geing seut di rect from London to any slave dealers; they go 
to houses. 

34:13 . But the same 'luality of goods are sent direct ly from Englalld to the 
African coast as arc sent to Cuba and Brazil for the slave trade ?-Yes; but in less 
quantities from Lond on, because none of t ile fi ne goods go to Cubll or Brazil. 

3424. Mr. Wood.] If it be known at Manchester that when goods of that 
d~~crip t ion are ordered to go out to Cuba or Brazil, they must be destined to be 
sold in exchange for slaves, would not the same in ference arise if they are 
orde red by a L ondon merchant, to ship them to the coast of Africa 1- Yes. 

3425 . 1\1r. FOI·sler.] Have YOll known any Afi·ican merchant in London shi p 
any of the goods YOll have a lluded to as goods manufactured expressly fo r the 
slaye trade ?- No. 

3426 . Mr. IVood.] H ave yo u known them shi p goods under the designation of 
"inferior goods " I- I t is the pri ce of the al·ticle that they are shi[lped under 
",h icl , determines their 'luality; they are not shipped as inferior goods, bu t they 
are goods a t certain prices. . 

3427. If their desti nation be uncertain when exported from L ondon dIrect to 
the to".t of A fri ca, wh y may 1I0t their des tination be equally uncertain when tbey 
arc exported from hence to Cuba and Brazil I-After all it is only matter of 
S Ur l1 11 SC. 

3420. 1\11' . . Hl1'stel' .] If any comp],.int could justl y be against the London 
mcrchant fo l' shi ppi n" <>oods to the coast of Africa, wh ich goods may subse­
q uentl y gu in to the I~a l~ds of slave dealers, then would not the same complaint 
lie with still greater fo rce agaiust the manufacturers in this Coul~try who make 
such goods expressly for the purpose of the lave trade. and against those m : r­
chall IS ill Lond on c.nd Liyerpool who shi p them to houses in Cuua and Brazt! tor 

that 
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that trade ?-I should ay yes, because at Cuba and the Brazils they have not a G. C. Red"",", Esq. 
trade that those articles will purchase produce for in the same ratio as the African 
merchant obtains in his market. '7 May IS.p. 

342 9. Chairman. ] You mean to S"y that the return to Cuba and Brazil for 
those goods must be in slavcs?-\Vbat I mean is this, that at Cuba and the 
Brazil there is Dot a market for the commodities ent out from this country, except 
by lI1aklOg use of them to purchase slaves with. If you send them to Africa, 
those gouds tnH y be u ed in the purchase of palm oil and of ivory. 

3430. Y Oll mean to say there is no lawful trade carried on between those 
countries and Africa, and that therefore those goods must be employed in an 
unlawful trad e? - Yes; there is very little lawful trade, I believe. 

343 I. Captain Fitzroy.] Are not the goods employed in Brazil and in the West 
Indies, for the use of the black population in those countries, precisely similar to 
thc g oods used on the coast of Africa ?-Yes, they are ; but in small quantitics, in 
comparison to the quantity ent ont there. 

3432. Is not the negro popul" tion now in those countries very large :-It is. 
3433. 1\lr. IVood.] Are not they clothed in goods similar to what are sent to 

thc coast of Africa I-Only parti ally so. 
3434. 1\1r. For.ster.] H ave you not understood that par ticula r descriptions of 

cotton manufacture made in Lancashi rc, and solely adapted for t he trade of the 
c on t of Africa , were sh ipped to Cuba alld Brazil ?--Yes. 

3435. Sir T. D . ..'leland.] And \I hen snch goods arc shipped to Cuua and 
Brazil, is it for the sole purpose of purc h asin~ sla\·es ?- Certainly. 

343b. Chail'l1um.] Is there no retllrn tradc from the coast of Africa to Cuba 
o r Brazil except in slaves ?-I think none. 

3437. Sir T. D. Acirmd.] 'Where do tllOse goods acquire the Dame of slave 
goods; you say not in 1\lalJchester, and not in London i-They are not invoiced 
8S slave goods, but in common phrase we call them lavc goods. 

3438. NIr. E vans.] W ere not they usually call ed so before the aboli tion of the 
trade, ill common parl ance I-They werc. 

3439. Sir T. D. A eland.] Where /-1 ;hould say principally at Liverpool ; they 
are \;nown at 1\ l anchcs ter and L iverpool, and in London and Bristol, as slave goods, 
but th ey arc not in"oiced as slave good,. 

3440. What is the description of the goods?-There arc some hundreds of 
diBe rt'nt pa llerns of goods that are sent ou t. 

3441. Arc they cotton goods ?-Cotton goods. 
344:!. Are they hand kerchiefs ;-Ilandkerchicfs and piece goods. 
3443. ~rr . .t1/dam.] I s the figure of the p rint different froll\ other goods r­

Ye ; but I do no t know hOIl" to de~criue the m. 
3444 . Mr. IV. P at/ell.] Are they chiefly very gaudy colours?-Yes; red, and 

blue, and 1\ hite. 
3445. 0 gaudy that no civilised person wonld wear them ?-Yes. 
3446. Chairman.] How do you account for their sending different qualities of 

goods, \\ h ich arc cxclwnged with the same people, tbe onc for produce and thc 
other for slal es ?-Because on the coast, from their habit of t rade, they kno \\ the 
greu t di fference betl\cen \\ hat is good and what is bad; they know what is a good 
colour, whot II ill wash and "hat will not wash; and therefore the best articles are 
n""le II'C of for the con' t, and the commonc.t go up into the interior; the slaves 
arc brough t down from the interior, and therefore it i, the comlUonest articles 
that a rc 1110 ·tly made use of. 

3 ~ 1 j. ~i r 1: D . .leland.] Arc these goods cs<cntial for the carrying on of the 
. lilH tr,Hle In the tntcn or by the lave dealcr. )-Crrtainly. 
• :;-1 1-. II th ey bud not those goods, could they continue to supply the slave 
lllark Ll?- I do IIOt kno w that they could. 

:31-11) " ou ld they use guns and gunpowder ;-Gun and gunpowder ure neces­
SUI y, bccll u,c th ey are doing a ll ay " ith bo\\s and arrow,; tlley want them to get 
th eIr d,lIly food. . • 

3450. D o they usc dollars in the Interior to procure slaves ;-Ccrtainly not 
3~ - 1. 1\1 1', , 1Idll/ll.J . \ le the french IL1 the hab it of supplying slave gaous ?-

1 thill k lI ot. 
3 1; !. \1 , 11 . Hillen.] Or the I.klgians :-The Belgiam and the D utch do. 
ll,3 (,I"I/rmall \nd the H~mb~ rgher< l-lCS. 
3 ~ ;4 ~ I r 1" D . /rl l//(il \ rL t\J o,c bouJ, made u e of llllhe It)tlln .. tr t .de 

o\' t l ... \ tncan co~"t ?-C( rt allll ~ 
\. ~\ 2 . \ r 
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3455. Arc they made use of to a l!reat extent?--Yes. 
3456. Are they used in exchange for produce 1-Yes. 
3457. Mr. Forster.] Are not guns and gunpowder also used ill the legitimate 

trade 1-Certainly. 
3458. With respect to those goods which you have described as peculiarly 

adapted to the slave trade, and which are now manufac tured in Lancashire, would 
they not be manufactured by the Americans, if any difficlllty were thrown in the 
way of tbeir b eing manufactured here ?- Certai nly. 

3459. MI'. E vans.] That is, ifno goods of the kind you have been speaking of 
were sent from England to that spot, an equal quantity of the same kind of goods 
would go to the same coast from other countries ?- Certa inly. 

3460. Do you believe that the goods sold in exchange for slaves have been 
goods of a better quali ty, and of grea ter value, during t he last 1 I years, than they 
used to be formerly ?-1 think they a re, as far as I can judge. 

3461. Do you kno w, or do you sup pose, tbat goods of the best quality are 
exchanged for slaves 1-1 cannot answer th at question. 

3462 . Clwi171zan.] Yo u look upon the inferi ority of the goods to be very much 
governed by the distance from the coast of the market for which they are intended ) 
- Yes. 

346.1 . Therefore, supposing th e slave trade from the in terior were very much 
replaced by the palm oil trade, th ~ t pa lm oil trade would be paid for by inferior 
goods just a,s the slave trade is now ?- Yes, but I think they would soon require 
the better description of goods. 

3464. In proporti on to the frequency of the intercou rse, there comes a demand 
for the finer article, arising from their increased knowledge of the a rtide?- Yes. 

3465. S ir T . D. Acland.] I s it not easier for them to bring down slaves from 
the in teli or from" great dis tance, than it is to bring down produce °_ 1 should 
think no t: palm oil they can bring in large quantities. On the v~ry coast where 
my facto ries were, when I fi rs t commenced the trade tb~re, no captain hardly 
dared to g-o as hore there; now you can have intercoorse with them al ways. 

3466. Do you happen to know the extremest point of distance from tbe coas t 
from. wh ich the palm oi l is supplied ?-No; it is brought a very great way; I am 
informed by my captains several days' journey. 

3467. lVIr. IV. Patten.] Is any great proportion of the trade at the settlemen ts 
upon tbe cuast tilat you are interested in carried on with foreigners, no t with 
nati ves; do they ever come to your stores :-1 have no stores open fo r parties to 
go to in that way now, but much business is so donI:. 

3468. Do you knoll' whetber captains of forei~n vessels are purehasl~'s to any 
ex tent at the stores at those settlements ?-Not to any gre,\t ex tent but in barter. 

3469. The great bulk of the trade is ca rried on by the natives '-Yes. 
3470. Is tbere not a considerable trade at Sierra Leone carried on between 

merchants and parties nct natives r-Yes. 
3471. Who are those parties that al'e not natives?-American, Fr~nch, Spaniards, 

Portuguese, and l3elgiaus. 
347:!. What is the kind of goods that tLey chiefly ask for ' - Bri tish manufac-

tured goods. 
3473. Cottons '-Yes. 
3474. Of the superior or in ferior kind ?- Every description. 
3475. I s not there a general suspicion that those goods are used in th e slave 

trade which are purchased by the foreign captains ?-Not always; if a Spaniard 
was tu buy of JOU, you might suspect it. 

3476. " ' auld you not also in the case of an Amel ican ?-No. 
3477. A Sonth American '-Yes, a South American is looked upon as a 

Spaniard . . 
3478. Suppose that YOll knew that he came from Nell' Orleans :-It is not the 

cu"tOIll of merchants 01' manufacturers to a"k a purchaser what he is going to do 
with the p:oods he is buy in O'. 

3479· l3ut the gClleral ~uspicion was that those pa rties who pUJ'chased those 
goods were about to employ them in the lave trade I-No; they buy goods fro m 
you and sell them to those \\ ho 11'" y em ploy them afterwards II I the purchase of 
sla\·es. 

3480. l\Jr. Forstcr.] IIaviu" had dcalinO"s II ith 011 0111' settlements upon the 
coa~t, which of tl,osc "eulenlel~t~ ,10 you cO~lsidcl' the 1 .. :os1 distinguished for order 
a nd I"ir de aling I-The Gold Coust. 
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:l481. 1f a per on had died at Cape Coast Castle o\ving you money, and you G. C. R,dman, E'q. 
had no one on the coas t to look after that propert)" should you feel a confidence 
in the .authorities that they would faithfully account for the property of the de· 27 .\lay 1842, 
ceased ~-I should. 

348z. Did you ever hear any complaints against them of their neglectincr tbeir 
duty in tbaL respect ?-~o. '" 

3483. Supposing the ,ame thing bappened a t Sierra Leone, how would you feel 
in that ca~e ?-Frofll snd ex pericnce, th e reverse. 

3484. You \lould not e,peet tb e property to be faithfully accounted for ?-No. 

3485. There are a great many law cou n s and lawyers at ierra Leone, arc there 
not ?- Yes; that is one great e\,il. 

:)48(i. lIa> not the \I ant of correctness and regularity in administering to tile 
dleeb of deceased per ons been long a subject of grievance and complaint in that 
;Htiemt"nt :-It has, very long. 

3-+87' How have you found Gamhia in that respect ?-Much better. 

3488. l\1r. Tf1ood.] Are there any lawyers tbere ?-Yes, but not until within 
the In,t three 01' four yeaf'. 

3489. lIo\\" many are tbere ~-()ue. 

:)490. "lr. Forstcr.] How many do you suppose there a re a t Sierra Leone ,­
Three or four; und Ii\e or six sometime,. 

:] -\~)I. ,\re you of opinion that both the Gambia and the Gold Coast should be 
made independent of Sierra Leone ?-Certainly, they should; I cannot ee any 
1 < awn" hy they ~hou ld be subject to tbe government of Sierra Lcone; places so 
(li,tullt from the scat of guvermnent. 

34<)2. Are you of opinion that tbey have sllffered in their prosperity frolll their 
dcpendence on that sett lement '_I think they have. 

3-~~)3. Credit ha been fr e!] uently given in this country to coloured traders at ierra 
Leolle; has that been found to answer ?-A great many coloured people have been 
given credit to, and I am very sorry to say, that in every instance it ha failed. 
[ believe in all in tances It has been to the loss at' the merchants in Lonuon, giving 
any coloured man credit. 

3 19+. Mr. Evans.] Do you speak of the Gambia, or at Sierra Leone ?- Both 
plncP , . 

:)495. Do you apply it also to the Gold Coast?- Thel'e have been no coloured 
",cn come from C,pe Canst to London ; they have had credit given to them by 
the ,,,crchants out there; but coloured people have come from Sierrn Leone and 
the Gambia, and they have had la rge credit g i\'en to them, and in alma t a ll cases 
it has been fatal to the merchants; they have suffered very severe losses; in fac t, 
it \\ as the ruin of one house, the great credit they gave to the mulattoes and blacks. 

349(). i\lr. 1I1ilca!ft.] Who is the officer who is appointed by the government 
to co ll ect the property of deceased persons at Sierra Leone )-Tbere is no person 
nppointed to collect the property; of course, if there is a will, the execu tor admi­
nisters to it. There is a system, which I hal e unfortunately suffered from, au the 
part ot' any executor \\ hn wi,hes to do \\ rong; he sends a sum of mouey to every 
solicitor, or to as many solicitors as he likes. I n one in ·tance of my own the adminis· 
tl\\t01 retallleti every solici tor in the plnce; my correspondent dying \\ ithout a 
\\111, the ("Mernor permitted his clerk to administer to the properly; he imme· 
(!ratd ) Ictuincd the three law yers that were iu the tow n, aud when I sent a power 
of .lllurney Ollt to a merchant there to act, he could not go intu court, because 
he could lIut t:o in without a lawyer; the p~rson who had obtained the adminis­
t.ntll'" had ret lillld all the lawyers, and therefore from that period to thi , \\ hich 
" 110 \ IbOllt 11\ c )e~r., t1,cre i, about 11 ,000 I., of \\ hich 1 have never received 
hut Oll(, nnd I h,!\c >pent thut on co,(s. 

:)-\<1;. ~lr . p.el/m.J lias it bcen spent in litigation. ha\c you any accoun t how 
it }lliS Ill'cn ui:'\pu~t(l ot "-.. . 0 I I cannot get an account. 

i I~)~. DIU till' (.o\ernOI s .ccreta!"y send you an) account \dratever ?-None 
\\ II itt. \ ~r. 

,q . • fr. lli'c I l. Th c is no pl'l"<on appointed b· the gO\'emment to coI­
I ( the pro CI ty l,t ric c~'crl pc"on, • -. Olle. 

, • , Ir 1: D. let,1/t!. " 'as it not in JOur power to send out a profc,<ional 
lIllln lIum thi. COlllltf)· - I mIght: but tbere arc lell I'ro fcs.ional men that are 
\\ 01 h ,l\ in" th.lt "oulu go out tirer!! . 

\J A3 3501. "Ir. 
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3501. Mr. Aidam.J Were you never heard in court at all, nor anyone on your 
behalf?-Never; within the last four months a solicitor has gone out, and a new 
Queen's Advocate, and I retained both of those gentlemen before they went 
out, so that 1 shall be represented there at last. " 

3502. Mr. lJIlitcalfe.] How long ago is it since you lost this property 1_ 
Between six and seven years , 

3503. Mr. Forster.] Did you ever hear of the property of a deceased person, 
dying without a will, or without some person upon the spot to look after the 
effects, being faithfully and correctly remitted .to this country from Sierra Leone ( 
-I fear I do not know a case; I am very much afraid that there is a very bad 
system there in those cases. 

3504. Do you think such a system is general in other colonies ?-No, it is not 
so at the Gambia or Ca.pe Coast. 

3505. Mr. 'fl'. Pa.tlen.] To what do you attribute this state of things at Sierra 
Leone; not to the lawyers being tbere ?-I am afraid a great deal arises from the 
lawyers being there. 1 think they would be a great deal better without them; 
because then the Governor would act as he does at Cape Coast and at the 
Gambia. 

3506. Do you think it is desir~ble that in a large establishment like Sierra 
Leone the Governor should have that responsibility attached to bim I-The 
Governor at the Gambia, in two instances which I have known, when the parties 
have died, has named in one case two merchants, and in the other tbree mer­
chants, to act on behalf of the party who was dead; and in those cases the parties 
came forward and sold the property, and remitted it faithfully; and that is the 
system at Cape Coast. 

3507. Mr. W. Pallen.] Who was the Governor at the time when tbat case 
with regard to the I) ,000 I. occurred ?-Colonel Doherty. . 

3503. Mr. Aidam.] Does not it amount to this, that in case of a person dying 
without any executor or administrator, no one is appointed to look after his pro­
perty ?-The Governor is always looked upon as the Lord Chancellor to do so. 

35-09. Sir T. D. Acl/!l2d.] Is there anything in the constitution of Sierra Leone 
which has prevented him from acting in tbe same way there I-Not that I know. 

3510. 1\lr. FOTster.] But in every case in Sierra L eone some person takes 
charge of the property?-Yes. 

35 11 . Chairman.J Who takes charge of it I-It cannot be administered without 
the consent of the Governor, who is the Lord Chancellor. 

3512. T hen the Governor has the responsibi li ty there as elsewhere I-I do not 
know that he takes upon bimself any responsibility in permitting a party to ad­
minister; he should take good securities. 

3513. Mr. Aldam.] What takes place in Sierra Leone when a man dies without 
any executor, or any person to administer 1- 1 can hardly say wllat takes place ; 
there is a great deal of roguery takes place. 

35 14. Mr. FOI·ster .] Have not the grievances complained of generally arisen 
from parties who have administered to the effects under some real or pretended 
claim upon the deceased I-Yes, just so. 

35 15. Chairman.] Has not the Governor of Sierra Leone the same power of 
protecting the property of the person deceased as the Governor of the Gambia or 
Cape Coast I-They have never interfered to do so, but I know nothing to pre­
vent them from doing it. 

3516. Mr. Forstel·.] You judge from experience, and frolll the effects of the 
system 1-1 do. 

3517. Mr. Aldam.] Docs not your complaint amo unt to this, that it genera lly 
happens that, a t Sierra Leone, some. person has taken upon himself the .executor­
sh ip with fraudulent intentions ?-I think there arc a great many cases o( that. 

3,518. MI'. Fo,·ster.] Does it not appear to you thut this system has ris~n up 
in a great measure as matter of custom there, from bad example, and that It bas 
not been, in fact, the custom to rcmit the property of deceased p~r~ons to this 
country1-1 think at Sierra Leone almost all the executors or ndmlllls trators to 
cslntes become men of property in a very ~hon tillle; from what I have seen, most 
of those that have risclJ, have risco from dead men's property . 
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3529. Mr. TV. Pallen. ] You have stated that the gum trade has been lost to C. C. R,dmali, E'q. 
this country; have you any idea of tbe amount of the gum trade at the time it 
was lost ?-I should think the loss to thi, country will be at any rate 50,000/. 07 May 18+0. 
a year, the profit of the trade.' . 

3530. Do you know what the value of the gum exported was from that coa t? 
-I cannot . tate at the present moment. 

3.531. H ave you any idea of the value of th e mahogany trade )-1 cannot state 
it ofT~hand; at one time it amounted to 10,000 I. annually. 

3532. Chairman.] Can you state the amount of the loss incurred by the trans­
actions of the French at Portendic )-The actual loss is about 76,000 t. 

3533. :tIlr. A/daTIl.] Do not you tbink that many of those defects wbich you have 
observed in the system of administration of the effects of deceased persons have 
ari en frolll the system of law that was e mployed being too complicated for the 
state of society I-I think so, as one part of the defects, certainly. 

3534. Chairman.] Has th ere been in Sierra L eqll e a greater attempt to follow 
the technicalities of the English law than at the Gambia or at the Gold Coast /­
There has. 

3535. And that has done more harm than good ?-Yes. 
3536. 1\1r. Aldam.] I t is possible for them to have a sufficien t staff of lawyers to 

carry out the details of the English law?-I think not. 
3537. Have they attempted it ?-They have attempted it, but tbey mostly are 

not competent lawyers that go out there. 
3538. Mr. Forster.] In your opinion are the evi ls that have been referred to, 

more particularly with respect to the administration of the effects of deceased 
per,olls there, mrtinly owing to the standard of moral principle being lower at 
Sierra Leone than at the other settlements upon th e coast ?-I think so. 

Martis, 310 die fr(aii, 1842. 

Sir T. D. Acland. 
Viscount COllrlenny. 
Viscount Ebringlon. 
Mr. ,>\I. Evans. 
]101, . Forster. 
Mr. W. Hamillon . 

MHIDEllS PRESENT. 

Si, Hobert II. Inglis. 
Mr. i\l ilne,. 
Mr. Milealie. 
Mr. Wilson Palten . 
Mr. Stuart WOIdey. 

VISCOUNT SANDON, IN THE CHAIR. 

Colonel Ale.rander Findla!!, called in; and further Examined. 

3S39. M r. FOI'. lc1' .J FROM your Ion!! residence at the Gambia and at Sierra Col. A. Findlay. 
Leone you must be well acquainted with the river and coasts betll een those settle-
ments; do )'ou think it II ould be desirable, for the improvement of commerce and 31 May 1840. 

the >lIl'prc"ion of the sl"ve trade, to establi h British forts in that quarter 7-1 
think it II ould be a "ery great advantage both to commerce and to the suppression 
of the ~hne trade if settl ements were made at the mouth of the river 'unez and 
the fI\ cr Pongus, and if \\ e were to take possc"sion of the island of Budama, which 
belongs to U', nnd to have a settlement there. I think it \\ould have a great 
eifect, both as to the incnuse of commerce and lhe suppression of the lave trade. 

S4P • It 1$ in c\ idencc befure thi Committee that great abuses exist in the 
yst;m of admjnisterJll~ to the estate o~ dc('eas~d p':fsons at ierra Leone. Can 

you offcr to the Cllmnlltlce any c~l'lnnat](ln of that circumstance 7-1 believe such 
ubnscs do c"ist. an,l that it has been of long tanding, but I am afraid that the 
<"'Idence of the I"st \I Itnc;' has made an impres ion upon the mind of this Com­
mltl~ ' that grLat blame is to be attachEd to the go\Crnof'o. I therefore \\ ish to 
Opl'"11, that In almo't c\'ery ea:>e of tit death of a meTchant, or an agent, a willIS 
Ielt, in \\ hieh arc named nlculors to take charge 01 the property. "'bere aWlII IS 
not left. It I ill\urJabl! the case that <orne IIldl\idulll cOllies fOn\1.rd, with eIther a 
r~nl Ol I'rllcndll! ,'Iaim, aud tahs out Idter, 01 administration D0th !nose 

0.35. A A 4 cascs 
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Col.,A. Fill/Jla.y. cases take it entirely out of the power of the gov~rnor to interfere. rll a case 
---- where there is no wi ll , and nO claim made fOl· letters of administration aO'ainst 
31 ~lay 184'. the estate of a d eceased person.' it would be the duty of the governor to al~point 

a committee to take charge of the property, ttl dispose of it, to pay the funeral 
expenses, and all the other debts that might be due from the estate in the colony, and 
to se~ that the committee should lodge tbe balance oC the proceeds, if any, in tha 
coloma I chest, there to remalD as a depOSit until the heirs at law, or heil' at law, 
made good his or her claim, when the amount would be remitted. The governors 
that have been upon the coast since my time have been "11 men of strict honour 
and high characner, and I am convinced that thp-v would have acted as I have 
stated hact any case of tbis kind occurred during thC'ir government. 

3541. Mr. r{/ilson Patten.] You said that where any parties apply to admi. 
nister to wills, the governor does lIOt interfere ?-~o, it is out of his power in that 
case. 

3542. Mr. T-fT. Evans.] Do you know any instance of extensive frauds practised 
in consequence of persons dying upon the coast without wills i-I cannot say that 
I do . . 

3543. Mr. 1I1itcalfe.] You were not mixed up in commercial affail·s generally, 
and, therefore tbis subject was not likely to come under your knowledge ?- No. 

3544. Mr. Forste,·.] Tben YOll attribute it rather to th~ want of moral principle 
in the place, than to any failure of duty on tbe part of the governors I-Yes; 
I attribute those abuses to the morals of the people, and not to any neglect of the 
governors. 

3545. Were those abuses extensive in yo ul' time ;-They may have occurred in 
~ci~ • 

3546. Do you recollect any instances ?-I mal' name one instance; that on the 
late Mr. Kennett Macaulay 's visit to the Gambia as acting governor, in 1826, he 
told me that he had realized auout 36,000l., and that, on his return to Sierra 
Leone, it was hi. intention to wind Uf> bis uncl e's affairs, and to retire from the 
coast. I have been told since that hi s friends and his family, who live in Scotland, 
have not received one shilling of this property. 

-3547. Did he die soon after that time ?-He died soon after his retum to Sierra 
Leone. 

3548. Do you know holY long 1\lr. Kennett i\lacaulay had resided on the coast? 
-He had been a Ion!! time on the coast; I suppose from 20 to 25 years. 

3549. There has ueell a practice of admitting coloured persons, without legal 
education, into practice in the courts at Sierra Leone as sol icitors; do you think 
tlla t has been a good practice ?-I\'o, I think it has been a ve ry bad practice. 

3550. Sir R. H. Inglis.] On what accoun t do you consider that that is a bad 
practice ?-Because they have not been brought up to tb e law. 

355 1. Chairman.] H ave any white persons been admitted in the same si tuation , 
without legal enucation ?-I uelieve there have. 

3552 . Do you hold it to be equally injllrious, whether tbey are wbite or coloured, 
provided they are ignorant of the la\\'?-Yes, if they are ignorant of the law; 
colour makes no diffe rence. 

3553. AIr. Forster.] In the case of these colonies, where tbe population is 
small. do you think it desirable to multipl y lega l forms in tbe administration of 
tbe government ?-No, I should think the simpler the forms are the b~tter. 

3554. ]\11'. Wilsoll PaUclI .] Is it yo ur opinion that the legal forms nsed in the 
colony at tb e present time are too numerous for the good of the colony?-At 
Sierra Leone, I think, tli ere are too many practising nttol'o iea; they give a good 
deal of annoyance. 

3555. Clwinnall.] Is there an attempt t.o introduce the technicalities of the 
English law too far in the practice of the court a t Sie rra Leone 1-1 ratlier thInk 
there is. 

3556. Mr. Wilsoll PattclI.] Can you point out any particular legal forms.which 
you have found detrimental in the colony?-No, I cannot say that 1 can pomt out 
any particular fomls. 

3557. l\h. Forster.] Do not those COUl'ts of law ailord an opportunity to persons 
who ll.re inclincd to litigate, and to withhold property uelonging .to oth~rs ill this 
country , to have reeOlll·se to legal form s fOI· the purpose of tlirowlOg dlillcultles III 

the way of payment 'I-I have 110 doubt they do . 
3558. l\h. Wi 18ol1 Patten.] What alteration in the present ystem would ~' Oll 

.uggest to remedy that evil ?- I do not know that I am able to poillt out any 
rellledy. 

3559. W.)uld 
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35.5Q· Would you give greater authority to the governor?-The 110veroor can Col. 11. FiRdlay. 

hard ly mterfere III the matter; he must only approve or disapprove of what comes 
before him for his opinion. 31 May 1842. 

3560. :\1 r. Forster.] At the Gambia, where the forms are simpler, none of those 
aou5es have existed, have they?-1 do not know of any. 

356 1. It a ppears from Dr. Madden's Report, that the Rev. 1\fr. Morgan was 
one of the parties from whom he received a portion of his information upon the 
subject of Sierra Leone; was that gentleman one of tbe party who opposed the 
governmellt in your time ?-He was. 

3562. Had you ever cause to make any official complaiutagainst that gentleman? 
- 1 had cause to make an official complaint against him. 

3563. \\ hat was the nature of tbe complaint i-I ordered the Rev. I\ [r. Morgan, 
as chaplain of thc colony, to administer religious consolation to the prisoners 
connnerI III the gaol under sentence of death; he refused to do so, for which he 
wa, brought before the council, when be persisted in his refusal, stating that it 
was not part of his duty; I wa then obliged to get the clergyman of the Wesleyan 
l\lissionary Society to attend the prisoners. 

3564. Was he re-called upon this ?-No; his adherence to the party I have 
a lIuded to secured him against that. 

3565. Chairman .] Is Mr. Morgan now ill this country ?-No. 
3506. Is he in the colony no\\' I-Yes. 
:356,. lr. Wi/s()n Patltn.] Did you address the Colonial Office upon the 

subject /-1 did. 
351iR. Had you any communication in return from the Colonial Office upon the 

: ubj cct ;-N 0, I had not. 
3,)69. Mr. i ,urster.] Had you not the pnller to su pend him ?-I had the power 

to su'pend bim, but I did not II ish to depri\ e the inhab itants of Freetown of 
his services as clergyman; I satisfied my elf by represen ting his conduct to Lord 
Viscount Godericb, then Secretary of State. 

3.')70. Mr. rriisoTl Patten.] What was the nature of his appoin tment ?-He was 
appointed colonial chaplain by the Colonial Office. 

3571. Under tLe direction of the governor ?-All officers in the colony are 
under the governor. 

357~. l\lr. Forster.] If any of the Sierra Leone merchants had had factories or 
store on the river, or on the neighbouring coasts beyond the jurisdiction of the 
colony, and such facto";es or stores had been plundered by the chiefs or tbe natives 
of the place, \\ ould you, as gove rn or, have considered it your duty to interfere 
und protect the parties 1- I II ould have considered it my duty to interfere, to use 
every exertion in my power to punish the aggressors, and to obtain redress for the 
injured party. 

35;3. Do you think there is any information in Dr. Madden's Report which 
might not have been more satisfactorily obtained by evidence in this country?­
I have not seen any statement or any information in Dr. :\ladden's Report but 
\\ hat could have been obtained as correctly in this country, without the trouble or 
expense of gOlOg to ,\frica for it. 

3.'),+ r.lr. Et'liJ/S.] Was it the univer,al practice "hen you were governor of 
lerra Leone, to delivlr up the runaway slaves to the neighbouring chiefs?­
'0, 

Ti/ i. Then if any slave ran away from his chief or hiS master, in the vicinity 
of . iCI fa Leone, he \\ as not delivered up, but he remained free in the colony ,­
I nc\ IT kne\\ an m tance of any coming to the colony; in the Gambia there was 
one came 
. 3.,;li. Jlave you known any instances in any other port of tbe coast of Africa, 
II hen ~nl1 havc been stationed, in which slaves coming into the colony, runnin~ 
away from their maslcr' or their chie~, have been delivered up. \Vas it the cus­
tom 'in any of those place. to deli"cr them up to thor mastero I-I am not aware 
of any, nor rio 1 thinl.. it is the custom to deliver them up. 

3,'),;. Chair/nail .] If a neighhouring- chief had repr<;sented to you that a slave 
had run u\\ ay after committing atrociou, crimes, should you have thought it your 
uut, or not to ~cnd hllll back '-I do not think I ,hould have sent him back for 
ain-tllln~ but murder; perhaps I mi,!ht have bcen mduced to end bim back in 
u C~l"' C of murder. 

h;J. :Ill'. Jlifwifc 1 "auld V011 hHve ',cted on ,our 0" n be-half as gO"crnor, 
olr tal..en the .l inc 01 th,' council b Inre ),011 ' alllC \<l all' determination upun It) 

'I, liB -Ta 
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-That I cannot exactly say; but it is most likely I would have taken the advice 
of the council. 

3579· Chainnoll .] The case never arose during your administratiun ?-No I 
except one case that occurred at the Gambia; it was a WOlnan; and she was not 
delivered up, although there were many applications for her. 

3580. Was she charged with crime 1-No; she was ill-treated by her mistress. 
and she made ber escape to the colony. 

'l'he Reverend John Beecham, called in ; and Examined. 

3586. Chait·man.] YOU have for some time been at the head of the mis­
sionary department of the Wesleyan body ?-I am one of the general secretaries 
of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 

3587. Since the silting of this Committee, have you taken an opportunity of 
looking into the reports which you have received from your missionaries on the 
coast of Africa from time to time, with the view of ascertaining whether there is 
not some information in such reports bearing upon the subject of this inquiry 1-
I have. 

3588. Will you ha"e the goodness to state the result of tbat examination 1-
I have collected some information under the several heads of inquiry. First, 
as to the extent of British influence among tbe natives on the Gold Coast: it 
appears to me from the inquiry I bave made, that British influence bas increased 
on the Gold Coast very considerably since the Ashantee war, whicb commenced 
about the time of the legal abolition of the slave trade, the Asbantees having 
invaded Fantee for the first ti me in the year 1807. Before tbey were humbled by 
the Ashantees, the natives were very turbulent and unmanageable. Mr. Meredith, 
the governor of Winnebah Fort, in a letter addressed to the committee of the 
African Institution , dated the 26th of l<'e bruary 18 11, says, " The Ashantees are 
t-breatening to pay us another visit, and it is the current opinion that the Fantees 
must be either subdued by the Ashantees, flr means devised to restrain their un­
governable conduct, before the country is tranquilli zed, 01' before mucb improve­
Illent is effected. The Fantees are now to be considered a large hody, they have 
IJrol!ght und er their subjec tion, either b'y threats or favourable promises, a Dumber 
of smull states, so that from Cape Coast to the ex tremity of tbe Agoona country 
may be put dO ll"n as govcm ed by the Fantees , T o say tbat such and such places 
bea r distinct names, i. now merely to sig nify that they were formerly inhabited by 
a di sti nct peo ple." T he unfortuna te writer of this letter himself lost hi s life by 
the violence of the nati ves, and several other instances occurred about that period, 
when the governors and commandants of the forts upon the Gold Coast suffered 
from the violence of the native population. And up to a very recent period tbe 
natives have Illanifested , much turbulence towards persons of other nations. So 
lately as the year 1837, n Dutch commandant aod assistants were treacherously 
murdered by the natives a t Boutri e, nea r Dixcove. It occasioned a war, and the 
natives were finall y defeated by the Dutch, and Bonsoo, the ir chief or king, was 
taken, and I beli ~ v e punishment was inflicted upon him in consequence of it. 
Since til e Ashantee lI"ar, which may be said to have closed in 1826, when the 
decisive battl e of D odoll"ah was [ouullt, although the trea ty of peace wa not con­
cluded till 183 1, the l'·a ntees have looked up to tbe British as their friends and 
protectors, and they have been disposed, not on ly to a llow, but to olicit British 
influence in thcir civil afiai rs . I think at the present time the influence of the 
Brit ish on the Gold Coas t is much more considera ble than it was at a ny previous 
period. T he history of our connex ion with tbat part of the country shows that the 
British nation possesses an opportunity of doing g reater g·ood now than formerly. , 

3589. Does the influence of the British extend ovcr a greater range of country, 
and a g rea ter extent of populati on, behind the Gold Coast, than it does behlOd 
the Gambiu and SiCI·ra Leone ?- I should think it does. 

3590. D oes it exercise milch interference with the internal Cll ' tomS and the 
internal arrnnncmen ts of the natives 1-1 undcrstand that to be the case. 

359 1. Can "you state any sp ciRc results arising from the influence of the British 
Governmcnt ? - I th ink the administration of the British settlements on the Gold 
Coast hilS benefic ially intc rfered wiLh the internal arnwgements of the natives in 
some importan t respec ts; I would instance cspccially thc cbeck wbic? has been 
given to the practice of human sHcrilices ; tliat pmctice, I belI eve, IS not now 
opl<nly continued among the nnlivcs within the range of British influence; 
1 beilcl'e the open p l'a~tice is >l"cncrull y JlUl 0 0 ,,"11. 

3592. Over 



SELECT COMMI'ITEE ON WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 187 

3592. Over what extent of country would you say that an influence of that 
natu re reaches 1-Tbe British influence extends a long way towards the river Pra , 
northward as far as l\Iansu, in the direction towards Ashantee. 

3593· As far as the borders of Asbantee ?-I may say as far as the borders of 
Ashantee, because tbe country between Mansu and the Pra is almost uninhabited. 
I would distinguish, however, between the open practice and the secret practice; 
I think there is some reason to conclude that the practice of offering human sacri­
fices at funerals may occasionally occur in secret, even in that part of the country 
which is undt':r British influence; and beyond the range of British influence, 
the practice oper.!y prevails. I may refer to Ashantee, where buman blood is 
shed like water; and I may refer to Dutch Accra. In a letter from our mis­
s ionary, tbe Rev. Mr. Brooking, dated "British Accra, 9th of October, 1840," 
he says, "All kinds of vices are practised by the natives; even no\\', at 
Dutch Accra, it is the practice, on the dea th of a chief, to sacrifice human 
beings in private . Only one month since a chief died, whcn one was sacrificed; 
nnd a gentleman assured me, that that was not all. And if they \I ill do this 
in the face of the authorities, holY much more will they do so in the interior, 
where tlwy are in littl e or no danaer from tbem." The practice also prevails on 
the coast at Apollonia. I have ""n extract of a letter from the Rev. William 
Allen, a Wesleyan missionary, dated, " Cape Coast, the 2d February 1842 ;" it i 
a letter announ~ing his arri val at Cape Coast. He says, " I am happy to announce 
to you my afe arrival at Cape Cuast; we were six week and tll'O days before 
\ e mude land : \I hen we came to anchor at Apollonia the captain went on shore 

to trade with the king.; be met with a very"lnd reception: he told the king that 
he had a missionary on board, "hen the king expressed a strong desire to see mc. 
lllC captnin "rote me a letter, saying, the king wished to see me, :lOd the king 
sent his large canoe for me, "ith 12 men to conduct me safe to shore. I sup­
pose I was the first missionary that ever set a foot on the shores of Apollonia . 
I stopped at tbe king' house, and met with the kindest reception . The ca ptulI1 
and I were together; we had not our meals with the king, but we had a most 
splendid provision; we had \I ines and liquor of every description set before us, 
but \\'hen we wanted to go th e king was not willing tbat \\e sbould leave. He 
tbrew himself into a passion about our leaving, and he bad placed round the 
court-yard not les than 50 men armed with guns and swords to prevent us from 
going; and in addition to those 50 men in the court-yard, he ordered all the 
"orkmrn from a new bou e which be was building, not less than 20 men, to come 
and stand at a doorway where we must pas if we got out of the court-yard, some 
armed with axes, others with adzes, each of them having a weapon of some kind. 
'\' e taid here two days, and it was not without trouble that we got away; at 
length the kin)! in a fit of passion orderen the canoe-men to take us to the vessel 
immtdlatcly; this \\as what we wanted. In reference to the character of this king, 
I Illay remark, that he is upposed to be more barbarous than the king of 
Ihl ,aotec. i\ short time inee the king'. motber died, and to honour her, he had 
20 men. ~o women, and 20 young girl; sacrificed . They killed fi ... t a man, tben 
rl "Olllan, and then a young girl, and kept repeating it, till they had killed the 
numher The females they killed by striking them at the back of the head with 
cluh , they partly cut the throats of the men, and then tied ropes to their leITs Ilnd 
h w them rOllnd the to\\ n, their throats still bleechng and men followin~ them 
\11th dubs, stn~ing tbem on their stumachs, and when they brought them ~ack to 
Ih" 1,},lrc from "hcnce they started, they cut off the heads of those "ho were still 
.. In, , the bodies of both males and females " 'ere taken and throw n into a hole In 

th bu,h, to be 1'00<1 for bea ts of prey. This king has the head of a per on cut 
tl tnr II vcry tritling otTence ; I sa\\ a large tree growing near to hi. house in one 

01 IllS Ollrt-prds the trunJ.. of \\ hieh was lashed round \lith the skulls of human 
b, In~'; tit rc arc not Ie, thao 50 human heads tied to that tree, 1 saw also 
::.c,erol 01 his lar~c drums \\ hich arc tied ronnd with human skulls." I would IC­

mark, thn.t thl prcnll nee at: thi" p~actice ought not Justly to create surprise when 
It I' lIlIbUi rc I th"t It on~llutcs III the natl\C superstillon; the reli "lon of the 
l1aIlH" te.lrhes them " that till' t()rt~re "od 'Jcritlce of cnlmies is most"acccptable 
10 the 0'1.-. th,\! tbLlr dUlle, e, cn loment \\ ar to obtam a ~rca"ter number of sacri­
ti,,,, tbat, as mcn In"e III the ,amll 'tatc III the nc\t "arid as III this, it is an act 
or th p;rcalc,l 1'1 tl, and un c\prLs,ion of tbt. greatest nllcetlon for dCl'art~d rcla-
01 "tll > n,l III r them their "lIt' 'Ind ,lales, thJt It tbe, neglect those funeral 
arTilic ' Hllc,caocc II III )\ crtakc Ihem, and tbat III fact their troubles anJ , c-
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tions generally result from their not sufficiently s~tisfying the spirits of their 
departed relattves. As the system IS thusbound up with th.eir national religion, and 
appeals so constantly to the stron!!est affections and sympathies of the natives, the best 
civil administration could not be expected entirely to extirpate it; it may suppress 
the open Jll'l\ctice of the system, but I conceive that nothin" hut a counter­
religious influence, the inculcation of the great doctrines of C~ristianity, would 
fully destroy the practice. Another instance of the effects of the administration of 
the British settlements on the Gold Coast, which I will refer to, is the arbitra­
tion of the disputes of the natives by the civil authorities, and the rcgulation of 
their intercourse with each other; I have been given to understand that an in­
fluence, beneficial to a great extent, is exerted in that respect. 

3594· Has that been testified to you by the missionaries in your connexion? 
-It has; we have understood that the natives repose a considerable degree of 
confidence in President Maclean, and generally refer the arbi tration of their disputes 
to him very cheerfully. 

3595. Have your missionaries gone much inland from the coast ? -Yes; they 
have been to the extremity of ",hat may. be caUed the Fantee coun try, they have 
penetrated it, and have passed into Ashantee. 

3596. And they have found that the influence of the Ilritish name extended 
throughout the whole range of that country /-Through the whole range. 

3597. Do they liod a sensible difference between those parts'of the country 
which are under Ilritish influence and those which are not; do they find greater 
security /-There is certainly greater security felt in those parts of the country 
which are under British inB"ence than in other parts of the country. 

3598. Do you know whether the Dutch forts exercise a similar influence ?-­
I should think that they do not; I apprehend that the influence of the Dutch is 
more limited. 

3599. Do you know \\'hether the natives come up to Dutch Accra to have their 
disputes arljudicated upon ?-I have no information upon that point; the advance­
ment of education among the natives [ would also instance as one of the benefits 
resulting from British influence. 

3600. To what extent has that gone ?-I am not aule to state the number of 
schools which are under Government direction; there is one at Cape Coast 
Castl e, which bas continued for several years, and in wbich school I know a very 
considerable number of natives have received education. I am not prepared to 
say tbat that school might not be made more efficient and influential if ampler 
means and a better system were employed by tbe Government; but r am of 
opinion that it bas been productive of a I'ery considerable amount of benefit, and 
that a large number, in the course of the few years that it has been establisbed, 
have received an useful education there. 

3601. Have you beard whether ·aoy of the natives have been sent up from the 
neighbouring districts to rer.eive educat ion at the schools ?-I know that Otu, who 
is tbe principal chief in Fantee, has sent two of his sons to Cape Coast to place 
them at our mission-house, and tbey attend the Government school at Cape Coast 
Castle; I dare say other instances might be adduced. I would also remnrk, that 
the British settlemen ts have been beneficial as it regards the advancement of 
missionary operation' among tbe natives. The authorities on the Gold Coast 
have shown a disposition to afford all reasonal>le facilities to the missionaries for 
the prosecution of their important and arduous labou rs amoog the natives. 

3602. The missionaries would go with greater security through the country at 
the back of the Gold Cnn t, than they would at the uack of the Gambia 01' Sierm 
Leone ?-I do not know that tlley would ; for there the missionary name and 
character are so much rlspected by the native kings, that our missionaries have 
always travelled in safety when tbey have penetrated tbe interi or. , 

3603. You have fo und that to be the case generally, even in the most uncivilised 
parts of Africa, whel'e the natives have been of ferocious ch<ll'actel' or Oluerwise ?­
Yes; and wilen I come to the inquiry that bears more immediately upon the state 
of tbings in the Gambia, 1 think I shall be able to give some information UpOll 
tbat subject, which will fully answer that question. 

3604. How many missionaries have you upon the Gold Coast 1-With the per­
mission of the Committee, I will state the extent (,I' our opel'ation upon the Gold 
Coast. On that coast, we have missioml ries stationed Ilt Dixcol'e, Commend'l, 
Cape Coa,t Cast le, Annulllaboe, COl'lllaotine, Salt Pond, TtllltulIl, L"go, \\lumi'ol'd, 

'W Illncbah, 
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",'innebab, and British Accra; and we arc now extendiuO' our mi.siona ry ope- Rev. J. &<c~om. 
rations to Badagry, on the s lave coas t. In the interior, lie ha,'e stations "tAbasa, 
Donquah, Domona i, Yankumasi, :llansll, and several other place. 3) ~lay 18+2 . 

36°5. Wbat is the whole number of persons employed in the mission ?-The 
"hole number of Engli,h missionaries at pre ent employed i, six, and a con­
SIderab le number of native teachers. We have recently extended our missionary 
operations to Asbantee. In til e year 1839 :\Ir. Freeman, our mi iunary at the 
Gold Coast, made a visit of observation to Coomassie, tbe capital of Ashantee; 
he \\'8 delayed a very long time on the frontiers of th e kingdom before he was 
permitted to proceed to the capital, evidently in con:;equencc of the j ealousy of the 
king. He at lengtb obtained permi5'ion to proceed; and on rehching the capital) 
had a very kind reception from th e king. He toid the king wbat was the object 
of his journey; that the society of which he was the agent were unxiou to com­
mence Christian schools in Uoomassie, and requested per mission of the king to 
come at the proper time and commence an establi shment of the kind. The king 
told him that it was a subject th at required ,'ery grave considcration, but that if he 
would come up again after the rainy eason was over, or send some properly accre­
dited person, he would make known to bim bis views upon the subjec t. 1\11'. 
Freeman was then ins tructed hy the missionary committee to visit tbis country for 
the purpose of communicating the fullest information relative to the state of things 
in i\shantee, and also witb a view to arrangements being made for the estauli b­
ment of u [J}j~ 'ion in that country. lI e remained a few months in Englund, and 
vi,iting many of the principal towns in the country, received very liberal subsc rip­
tions a nd donations frOIll persons of all reli g ious denominations, and retu rned to 
the Guld Coagt with n reinforcement of mis ionarie". In the course of last 
Autumn he WCllt up a~ain to Coomas:;ie; he had kept up intercourse hy means 
of messengers with the king in the meantime. lIe has been received very favour­
ably hy the king, and has been permitted to commence religious services in tbe 
capi ta l ; the Ashantees attend his services, apparently without an y restraint, and 
vcry frequ ently the miss ionary observe that tbere are persons belonging to the 
king' household attending the public worship. The king has "ranted permis­
s ion to MI'. Freeman, and the missionary who bas accompan ied him, to build 
a miss ion-house, and has given a pieee of land (or that purpose. fiLl'. Freeman 
was not a hl e to remain 10ng at Coomassie, but left his colleague, l\Ir. Brooking, 
\\ ith several nativt: agent', and has since returned to Cape Coast. He con tinues to 
receive s ince hi return very gratifying accounts from l\Ir. BrOO king, and particu­
larly Oil thi one point : when Mr. Freeman was at Coomassie the king appeared 
to hesitate respccting the estat..lishment of a school ; we have this morning, how­
ever, rece ived a letter from Mr. Freeman, in which he states, amongst otber inte­
resting particulars, that the king has given his free consent to the establishment 
of a sehool, and tbat a Christian scbool is now commenced by .\h. Brooking and 
hi:; aSSIs tants in tbe capital of Ashantee. 

3606. Sir T. D . .deland.] Has the king abo given a grant of land for tbe 
purpo es of eultivtltion ?-I do not know what quantity of land he has gIven, but 
it 1\ 'IS not with thut avowed intention. I bave brought \\ itb me extracts from 
the correspoudence of i\1r. Freeman, and 1 have also extract from the journal 
of ~Ir. Freelllan':; previous, i:;it of observation, 1\ hich throw great light upon the 
. .\,h,lntce character, and the social statc of the people, which, with the permls ion 
01 the Commiltee, I will delIver in. 

[Vie same !el'aS delivered Ill.] Vide Appendix. 

3110;. Doe,' he statc the people generally to be in a slate of slavery 1-In 
\~h ""ll1' tht)' are. 

,Jtio~. 'I Oil have ~ tutcd tbat there are si" European mis ion aries employed in 
your OJI""' ", bllt that you ha'e u number of other 5tatJons, how are those filled; 
Oil they tiJ1ld '\lth Illlti,cs ' -1 had not completed the statistics of the mi"ion; I 
~lal('d that \\~ hu\c H'- English ll1is~ioni!rjes with native a1'-sbtanto;;:, we have also 
1 II ml"lO» ,cllOOi" til 0 of" hich are III paJ t SUppOl ted b\' the locall.!o,·ernmcnt; three 
01 tbo<l school> arc for !!1r!S. Tlw scllt 01, contain 21~ lJOy, and <)1 !! lrlS . 

.ltrllq. II her' arc tho e >ehool> ;--In dif/erellt p"rt'. ~ 
3\11<'. Arc tire), along the c,,,I'I, llnJ 'I th protection of tIe lort' ?-They are 

all nil llld t:ontl~uou'" to th l.! Cua~t, ,,!th the (\(l'ptlon uf the one at COOIll~<.;ie; 
It h",{, 't \'ell d·.1I'd, l I tlw (;,,1<1 (' J.l t, \I hich I mt 01'1 111 II) l,lIOO I. but since 

tlnll \'C htl\l' L'pl..'lld('d OloHl hu llrld" IHor in the 1 t d 1 t'ment and lIl'pro\e-
oJ. B B 3 mq t, 
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men~. and at the present time we have to expend about 200l. for the purpose of 
puttIng a slate roof on a large chapel at Cape Coast. The entire cost of our 
missions at the Gold Co~st, and in the interior, .except Ashantee, appears from 
the accounts of the mission for the last year, whICh we have received tills morn­
ing, to have been 3,3641. 14S. 7 i d. sterling, that is exclusive of the cost of our 
Ashantee mission. The entire cost of our mission establishment on the Gold 
Coast, and extending to Ashantee, is about 4,0001. 

3611. Will you state what is the salary you give to your missionaries ,-Our 
sa~ar!es vary accor~ing to the circumstan~es of the individual. We allow a single 
missIOnary a certam sum, a married missIOnary a larger sum; and, accord in" to 
the number of children which the missionaries have, we increase their salary. b 

3612. Have you any objection to state the largest and smallest snms ?-I can 
hardly answer the question directly. We do not give our missionaries so much 
per year, but so much per quarter, under various heads; so much for board, so 
much for rent, and so much for clothes and books. I should say that a sin"le 
missionary, perhaps, may cost us there 1501. a year; a married missionary, with 
two or three children, would perhaps receive 250t. or 300 t. a year. 

3613. You have an establishment of native agents ?-We have several native 
agents there. 

3614. Have they been drawn from the schools which have been founded at 
Cape Coast ?-AII the native agents that we employ upon tbe Gold Coast received 
the elements of their education in the Government school; of course they have 
been instructed by tbe missionaries since they were taken into connexion with the 
Society; but I believe the wbole of tbem received their elementary education 
there. 

3615. Can you state about how much is the payment generally to the native 
agents ?-I am not able, I fear, to answer that. Our rule is to make such allow­
Rnce as nearly accords with the allowances that are made to persons in similar 
situations who bave civil employments in the colony and in the settlements. 

3616. Should you put a native agent on the footing of a native schoolmaster 1 
-Yes, we should, in some cases at least, but religious teachers are generally a 
higher class. I see in the accounts, one teacher is entered, at DOll1onasi, at 25t. 
per annum; an assistant teacher, 71. lOS.; and at Salt Pond, a teacher, 25 t. per 
annum; others, at other plac~.s, rising to 471. and one at 6j t. lOS. pel' aon um. ' 

3617. Do the missionaries generally express themselves well satisfied with the 
services of tbe native teachers ?-On tbe whole tbey are; they are a very hope-
ful agency. . 

3618. Are tbey competent to ~ive elementary secular instruction, combined 
with , at least, some portion of religious knowledge ?-To some extent, tbey are 
able to do tbat; of course they are not in tbe state of prepal'ation in which 
they would be found had they been educated in this conntry. Theil' qualifica­
tions vary, too; some are better qualified than others. 

3619. Your impress ion is, that tbe native mind is susceptible of being brought, 
by propel' education, to the same level as that of Europeans ?-Undoubtedly. 

3620. l\1r. Wilsoll Patten.] How do the missionaries manage with regard to 
the language; are tbey instructed in the language of the country before tbey go? 
-Tbey work chiefly through the medium of interpreters. The missionaries 
who have j(one out there have not been able to continue such a length of time 
upon the coast as to afford them an opportunity of acquiring the native lan­
guage so correctly as to make it the medium of tbeir puhlic exercises among the 
people. 

3621. HolV do they gct tbeir interpreters I-Natives tolerably well acquainted 
with the lanO'uacre are obtained upon the coast. There are several who are pretty 
well acqua inted ~vith tbe EnO'lish language, who received theiL' instructi')ll in the 
Government school at Cape (Joast Castle. 

3622. Is the language of the Ashantees the same as the language on the coast I 
-The Ashsntee and I'antee tongues nre dialects of the same lauguage. 

3623. Viscount Ebl'i1!gtoll.] Then the employment of those intepretcrs is a 
source of additional expcnse?-lt is. 

3624. Sir 1'. D. Ac/a7ld.] Is the language written yet?-With regard to the 
lunO'uacre the mi 'sionaries are paving COil iderable atten tion to it, and an extensive 
voc':..bula;y bas been formed, and "a grammar is in preparation, and I hope ere long 
we shall be able to present the language in a written forlll . 
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3625. Sir R . H. Inglis.] The vocabu lary to which you refer bas been pre- Rev. J. Beecham. 
pared by yourself, bas it not I-Partly so, with the assi lance of 'William De 
Graft, one of our native agents, the on of De Graft, the old interpreter, at Cape 31 Moy 1842. 
Coast Castle. I had him und er my oll'n roof several months in tbis country, and 
it was during the intercourse I then had with him that we compiled that voca-
bulary, and made a brief sketch of a grammar. The missionaries who are at tbe 
coast are prosecu ting tbe inquiry, and I have received lately from one of the 
missionaries, who ha paid considerable attention to the subject, a more extended 
grammatica l outline of the language. 

3626. Sir T. D. Acland.] It is not printed yet ?- No, it is not in a proper state 
fo r printing. 

3627 . ll ave you any translation mad e of any part of tbe Bible yet I-I believe 
not; it is an ohject, however, that will be kep t in view. 

3628 . Chairm{ln.] H ave you found tbe climate of Cape Coast very fatal to your 
mi>sionaries ?-It has certainly been very fatal; we have lost several miss ionaries 
by death. 

3629. H as it been more or less so upon the Gold Coast, as compared with 
Sierra L eolJe and the Gambia I-I tbink not more 0 tban at Sierra Leone and 
the Ga mbia . 

3630. You ha\'e no particular di tinction to draw between any of those settl e­
mellts, as to the effect of the climate I-At one period our experience led us to 
conclude that the Gambia was perha ps the most healthy, but events latterly have 
not nnctioned uch an opinion, and judging from our own experience as a 
oc icty. it would be a difficult matter to say wbich is the most unfriendly to an 

Emol'cnn constitution. 
3li3 1. Arc the missionaries limited in their stay upon the coast ?- TO; they 

arc sellt II ith the understanding that they shall con tinue as long as th ei r heallh 
may enable them to pro ecute their labours. We have a kind of understood rul e 
tlmt about three year of service is sufficient for one tim e_ 

3632. I s it so e lunlly upon any part of the African coast, or is it different in 
dilierent parts ?- That rule may be considered as applying also equally to Sierra 
Leone and the Gambia. 'rethink it best, after they have spent three years 
upon the \\'estern coast, to allow tbem to return to tbis coun try for a time. 

3633. From 1\1 r. Freeman's report, shou ld you suppose that it would be ad vall­
tageous to establi h a commissioner, or civil representative of the Briti"h Govern­
ment at Coomassie ?-I have not had any particul ar communication from Mr. 
l?I'ccman on that ubject latterly. It is a subjec t on which I bave bestowed some 
little thought, huv ing heard it mentioned; and I would only remark respecting 
it, that presuming that tbe object of tbe appointment would be not merely the 
IIdvanccment of trade and commerce, but likewise the improvement of the native 
populatioll, I ~ hou ld say that very mucb would depend upon the character and 
qualifications of the individual wbo might be appointed to the office. I thmk he 
ou!(h t to be an individual of enligbtened and enlarged views, and of sound 
Christian principle, whose example would be beneficial, and who would use the 
lntlurncc of bis situation in promoting the instruction of the native population. 
I form that opinion on t\\O grounds: I thiok that mere commerce would not 
CI\ 11i,e' a burbarous people; commerce alone, I repeat, would not enligbten 
11111 I 'I 'lit' a heathen aod ba rbarous people. I think the ea e of Bonny is a 
I tll, 10l>t illustration of that principle; I apprehcnd that the natives there are in 
, degr rl U lind barbarous a stnte, after many years of commercial intercourse 

"ith till; country, as the natives in any part of the world. 
"3l13 \ •• IT. II ilsoll PautIl'] , \re there no mis ionaries at all in Bonny 7-No . 

• \"ot\1\ r ... "on for coming to tbe conclusion which I have stated, is, tbat atter 
111.111\ )car, ol"l'natlOn of the state of things among the aborigines connected with 
our ~n\O"ll~ in \ uriou,; parts of the world, I have been led to conclude tbat the 
irreligIOUS amI immoral conduct of some of our countrymen ba ' form cd one of 
the grratcst obstacles to the enllghtellment and improvement of the nati\e popu-
1,ltlon. I ICry cheerfully bear Illy te tHllony to the f,let, tbat there are many 
ple"""l nccptions: that many of our countrymen, a men of commerce, and as 

Se,lm,'n .. Inu u, holding cil il situation_, do c,ut a vcr) beneficial influence upon 
th,' Il,JlIVl populo.tion. Dut >uch i, the mtirmity of human naturc, tbat wbere tbat 
i, (lilt thc casc, the evil c,anlple and IDflucnce of some of our countrymen present 
Dnc L·r the ~rcatc't oLstacl"" 10 thc cildea, ours of missionaries and other enlightened 
per" ", to prolllvtc tb lI11prO\LlDcot of th nath,c,. I would furtllu remark. 

35 B r -I With 
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with reference to such an appointment, that it has appeared te) me that it would be 
extremely desirab.le, that an. uniform and consist~nt line of policy should be pur­
sue? m dealmg wlt~ the natlve.s. Anythmg that I ~ changeable and varying in our 
polley wIth the native populatIOn, we have perceIved to bave a very prejudicial 
effect. 1 have understood that President Maclean has very considerable influence 
with the present king of Ashantee; I kno w it from pretty good authority, from 
the evidence of one of the king's own rela tives, and it is for tbat realon, that he 
has confi dence in the governor, that he will pursue a consistent and an intelligible 
course of dealing with hi m. 

36.~5. Is it your opinion that there has not been a consistent course adopted 
towards the foreign chiefs ?-I a m speaking not with exclusive reference to 
Ashantee, but to other parts of t he world as well as Afri ca . I make that remark 
respecting a changeable policy, as t he result of many years' observation of tbe 
working of things among aboriginal people in various par ts of the world. 

3636. Chairman.] You believe there would be no jealousy on the part of the 
king of Ashantee to receiving something in the nature of a di ploma tic agent at his 
court 1-1 have no reason to believe trlat there would ; at tIl e same time I a m not 
prepared with a ny in fo rmation that would enable me to say that he would kindly 
recei\'e one. 

3637. Are you able to inform the Committee to what extent any beneficial 
change has been observed by the missiona ries of yo ur society, in the people under 
their more immediate care ?-I shoul d remark, t hat our missions in that country 
have only ex isted about seven years, and of course we have not yet had much 
t ime to wi tness any of those great changes which wouln be desirable; but some 
considerable improvement has undouutedly taken place. I would mention as one 
benefit eonferren by missionary operations, tile substitution of the decencies of 
C hristian worship for til e wild and irrational Fetish practices which prevai l among 
the beathen. There is a very striking change now exhibited in the dying rooms 
of the natives, and in the decorum, decency and prop riety with which fune rals 
are conducted. Many of the heathen, witnessing the man ner in wh ich their 
Christi an relatives di e, and the decency and order in wb ich the funerals are con­
ducted, al'e now compelled to acknowledge that the Christian religion must ue 
superior to their own. 

3638. Bas it had any effect upon polygamy r- It has: there is a general im­
provemen t in the morals of tbe people who are under the more immediate care 
of tbe missionaries. They have become honest to a great extent. The common 
people in the country have been addicted to petty tbieying; they are very much 
inclined to thefts and ac ts of di"honesty. A pleasing change has taken place in 
many who have been under missionary instruction, in that respect. T he case of one 
of the native converls I heard especially adverted to the other day : a Christian 
native, who was employed to take off some ivory in bis canoe to a British ship, 
when he returned from the vessel he found that some portion of the ivory which 
he ought to have put on board had been left at the bottom of his canoe; the 
vessel had sail ed. and be was not a ule to overtake it, but be carried the ivol'y 
which had been left in the boat to the president at the CnAtle and deposi ted it with 
hi m until the time the caplaill returned , when it \\"as del ivered up to him. I heard 
tbat mentioned uy a gentle il ian as one striking: instance of the change which has 
taken place in the morals of the people. It has been observed, too, that young 
people who bave been under missiona ry teach ing have manifested greater obe­
dience to their parents, and domestics have shown more diligence and attention 
to their masters; so much so, that heuthen parents and,heatheu rna tel'S ho\·e been 
led to rema rk that the Christian reliaion must be superior, as it had produced 
so uenericial a change in their childre~l and domestics; great improvemen t a,so 
has taken place in dOl1ltstic life; polygamy is entirely done a\\"ay among the 
Christian natives. 

363Y. Wha t number should YO ll say are directly under the infl uence of the 
Wesleyan missionaries i-We bave 690 cotl1l1lunicants. . . 

3640. Bevo nd thtlt what ll umuer are in attendance upon tbe worshI p ~-I have 
no report tliat \\'ould enable me to give any thing like a correc t answer to that 
question. 

3641. Viscount Ebr;lIgtoll .] T he number, 690, does not incl ude children 1-
No, simply communicants. I was remark ing that po l)'ga~y was entirely done 
away among the Christian nati~es who arc attached to us III chu rch comm uOlolI.; 
the rules of our 50ciety will l10t all 0 II' a persoll '0 becoil le a commulllcan t who .< 
a polygamist. Tuose of the Christiall nal i\,tls who arc marned art' person$ "ho 

have 
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have been marri ed onl y to one wife. Ano ther grea t im provement i in the condition Rev. J. 8<<cham. 

of the \I if,, ; he is not, in u Christian ramily, made the drudge which a heathen 
fe male I ilwuriably found to be; and in Ch ri ·tian ramilie' the mun aod bi' \\ ire 31 May 1 8~". 
and th eir chIldren are found all meeting to<l'cther, and eating at theume table, 
"hlle in tbeir heathen .tate they nre all 'cpomte from each other. 

3642 . Chairman] Sho ul d yo u be ab le to pu t in a llY reports from particular 
~i s ionllrie , in \I h ich s tate ment ba\'e bee n made upon th o e points, giving pa r­
tI cular in tanccs i-I have only one with me mentioning pa rticular fnc ts, which 
I will rc~d . 

3(;43. A re )0\1 in th e habit of having an annual report from each mis ionary 
of th e rcs ult of his labours?-Y es, we have ; the s ta tement [ am now mak ina 
are gencra l ta tements, generalized fro m th e particul ar detail which we have fro';; 
th e var ious s ta tions. 

3644. H ave yo u an annu al report from each missionary of the re ult of hi 
labou r /-We have qua rt erl y com mu nications fro m the mi ionari e individu ally, 
and we havc a gencml report from all th e mi sionaries, assembling toge ther a t an 
annlla l meeting on th e Gold Cou t. 

3645. Are th e re any other respects i ll whi ch un imp rovement has been ob e rved 
by the missiona ri es in the people ?-There is a to te induced for the decencies and 
comforts of civ ilized life to a great extent; several of the Christinn natives now 
u e the English costume, and endeavour to get furniture for th eir houses some­
"hat in the Engli 'h style. W he n ~I r. F reeman visited Englllnd, at the time 
I ba\'c referred to, he brOllgh t many ordcr from Ch ri tian na ti ves to this coun try, 
for En~l i'h art icles of dre's a nd fu rnitu re, to a very cons iderable amount. 

36 ~h. ~Ir 1'. D. Aelalld.] D o you tlJillk that th na ti ves are will ing to labou r 
s teadily, fo l' Ihe purpose o f obta ining those a rticle of E ngl ish man ufactu re '1-
Yes, a spirit of ind us try I think has been exc ited to a conside rable extent. 
I may g ive, as an instance, ll n appli cation made by thr chief of D Ol11onasi for 
implemen ts of h USbandry. 'W hen I r. Freeman came to this country, he stated 
to us that he had been commissioned by the chief of Domonasi to obtain in th i 
cou ntry imp lemen ts of hll bandry, that he might cultivate bis land in a superior 
manner, and migh t make improvement in hi style of Ii,ing. 

3647. Chairman.] ,\ hcre is D omonasi ?-It is an inland town allou t 25 miles 
fro m Cnpe Coas t CII, tle. This i part of a report wh ich II'. }' I'eeman drew up, 
embod)' lllg th e Vle\\'s and wisbe of tbat chief, to be sub mitted to the comm ittee 
of the ft ican Slavc T rade Soc iety, and the committee were so inte rested in it, 
that they granted tb e sum of 100 t. to be laid out in tbe purchase of implemen ts 
of husbandry to be sent to the chief; and to that sum MI'. I\ l attbew Forster added 
othtr imple lll ents of husbandry to the value of 501., which Mr. Freemen took with 
hll11 \\ hen he went back to Alrica. Wc ha\'e not received any particular report 
as to th e procecdings which have been since adopted. The missionaries have 
b ee n re ta rded by afflictIOn, and the deaths which have taken place. 

3648. Will you have the goodness to read that extract ?-l\l r. Freeman SRYS, "It 
i, wit b grea t pleasure 1 state, that many of the natives of Fanti, with whom I have 
had Il'equcnt intercourse, and \I ho havc already bid aside their heathen errors, 
1\0l1 embraced Christianity, a re very anxious to engage in agricultural pursuit, 
find h lye requested me to render tbem some as,i,tance by taking out JO I' them, on 
l\Iy rrtmn to ,\fricu, a supply of seeds, implements of husbandry, and anything 
tlmt \\ ould be u 'eful to them in cultivating their native soil. At Domonasi, a 

n",11 fnol! town, about ~5 miles m the interior, there i. a little band of Chris­
tllll', ahout uo in number, wi tb the young chief of the distnct at their head, who 
nft· no\\ an lOusl)' nwaiting my return with a supply ot the above-mentioned things. 
There an" abo, many of the natives of Cape Coast and Anoamaboe who have 
"nt a ll plalltatlon' in the bush, at a distance of from 3 to 10 miles from tbese 
to \\ m, who arlO now tllmin!! their attention, more fully than they have ever before 
,lone, to the culu\'Utiull of the ,oil. These rcque 'ls on the part of the natives 
hove ill1pre»cd our nllnds with the importance of e.tahlihin~, at the carltest 
o pportunity, (\I 0 mo,lel farms 111 the intenor of Fanti, that we may thereby have 
the menn. of t nclllll!:!; them the bcst methods of cultur , and of howing tbem the 
wry gll',\l C"[labllities 01 the ,oil. Oue of these farms \lill be est.blisbed at 
D omon",i, and the otlter at Mansu, formerly the great slavc mart, and still a COD­
"duublc tO\\ n alld d"trict about 50 mile on the road to Ahantl. 10 each of 
th ,',c pluLe" a IT,idcl1ce lor u ml"ional,) IS now being prepared; ancl we hope 
thut, \11 the course of a fc \\ month, ooth tltcse po,t will be occupied, when De 

<l.3,) C c of 
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of the grent objects of the missiooariee will be, that of instructing in the practical 
scionce of agriculture all .those natives, v:hether Ch~i8tiar'l8 or heathens, who may 
feel rll ~po~cd to turn their attention to It. The morul improvement which hlUl 
nlrclIAy taken V".cc in Domonasi is beginning to have a powerful bearing on the 
social condition of the people; th eir houses ore kept more clean and decent than 
those of the heathens, and they are illlbibing a taste for those many domestic com­
forlll and conveniences wh ich are to be found iu an European cottage; several of 
them arc 0180 beginning to wcar European clothes, and have requested me to take 
them out a fresh supply on my return from England. The effects produced in 
the mind of the beadlen in the surrounding neighbourhood by these salutary 
changes, 81'e also becoming strikingly manifest. They begin to admire the 
improved Roc inl condition of thei l' J)omon(lsi neighbours, often calling their town 
a ' white man's eroom ;' and, as a natural consc(luence, they are now feeling, in 
some meaSUI'e, at least, a rCb'Pect for that religion which has been the cause of 
slich a bcneficial ebange." 

3649. Can you sta te the nature of the difficulties which the missionaries have 
ex perienccd in promotin/( the improvement of the natives I-I would observe, that 
the degradation of the iomale sex is one of the great obstacles with which the 
missionarics have to contend in their endeavours to improve the pcople; the 
women arc trcated as inferior beings, as mere crCl1tures of convenience, and arc 
gross ly ignorant ; many of the young 1110 0 arc now receiving education, but the 
felilUlos are not being improved und clevated in the same pro portion. Three of 
the schools to which I have adverted are female schools, and tbe wives of the mis­
sionaries have exel·ted themselves lauclably, accord ing to the opportunities they 
have had ; bllt still one of the great desiderata fo r that part of the country, is 
th e in tl'odoction of a more compr honsive and efficien t system for the iml~rovemcnt 
and elevation of the fe mule sex li'om that sta le of deep degradation in which they 
ar found . I would also remark, that the supflrstitions of tbe people present a 
great obstacle, 1 speak mOI'e espcciall y with regard to the influence of those super­
sti tions in preventing regular industry among the natives. The natives can en~age 
in 110 underta king whatever, of any moment, without first consulting their I'rie.ts 
or Fetish mon, unu if the OOiens are 110t fllvourabl e, they are not di~posed to pro­
secute nny undertak ing. Then they are grea tly obstructed by their notion I'espcct­
in!! lucky and un lucky days, Time is diotributed into Ilicky and unlucky days and 
wecks; but every notion Ilppeurg to have its own peculiar mod e of division. In 
Ah anta they divide tim e inLo pOl'iods of threc weeks; the lirst wcek, named Adai, 
is I'cgal'llcd LtS the ' good week: and in thi s wcek much work is dOlle; traders 
then visit thc market more frequently than at any other time, believing that every­
thing they do during its continUtlnCc must assured ly pl·osper. The second is 
Ajamfo, Or Ihe 'bllt! week,' in whi ch no trade is ca rri ed on, as tbe natives are 
persuadecl that whaleI' r is undertakon in that wee l, will certainly fail. The third 
is the' lillie !(ood week,' called Adi rn, ill which they both work and trade; 
bllt II0t so lI1ueh Os in the fiTst, or Adai week. In some eountries, the great 
[ol·tun"te tillic I n~ts l 9 dnys ond the lesser sevon doys. Between these two 
periods is nn illten al of scven evil or in<luspiciou days, on which they neither 
tl,tlYol, lill their land, nor engage in any bm,iness of importance. The peoJ.>le of 
.t\quambl" it hll' been snid, would not so mllch as occept any presents on those 
days, uut either returned them to the ownor, or left lhem in a separate phlce until 
the arrival of the fortunato doys, before they made use of them. In Asbllntcc 
(A~-hftn ti ) tho number of I;ood or Ili cky d"ys, it has he n estimatod, is 'lbollt 15 0 

or I (io in the yell I' ; ond during the ev il days counci ls cannot be held, nor cau 
Iro0l's Il ither march or cng""c thc enemy. lncl'edible tilll e is thus spent be foro 
any nut ional COil 'ern con bc' .... llldortukllll, for uil th e preparatory religious myfite ric~ 
CII II onl y be ce lebra led on tho purli cul" r days of the week or mouth which are 
d ell1ed Huspicious. Soma mouths contll in a greater number of fortun ate days 
thlln olhcl's; I:)c ptemucr, for instnnec, is n more highly-favoured mOlJth ill this 
re~ pl'c t tllll\1 the procedill '" Ashnillec cO llriers, travulling with dcspl\lches in Sep­
t!'lnbor, wi ll go from Co~nussie (Kumasi) to C~pc Coast Cuotle ill 12 .duys; hut 
th~y I",Ye been known 10 spend 30 days of the month or Aligustill thiS Journey,. 
in cOllsoqucnce of the interrllption occasioned by tho moro fl'eqnent rcculTe,:,co 01 
illllll"picious days, Mnlly of thoir mines, und II'ces, and hills arc cOIISldcred 
surreJ to thei r deilies' the I11i l108 mllst not therefore bo worked, the trees IlIlist 
not lie cut down, the llills must 1I0t be cloured of the bosh und cultivuted. I may 
mClllton till instance in illustrulion : when our missionarics went to a pluco (:alled 

r,llInJ..oh, 
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Mankoh, after they had held religious serv ices tbere for some short time, and had Rev. J. Beecham. 
acquired the confidence of the natives, the natives told them that for two or three 
seasons they had been clearing the hill at the foot of which the village stands, 3 ' May 1842 • 

every succeeding ~eason cutting down some of the busb, and cultivating the land, 
but that a stop had been put to that proceeding by a messenger who had arrived 
from the great Fetish temple at Abrah, the capital of Fanti, \I hich is considered 
the place of the greatest deity in the country. The messenger stated to tbe 
people that the Feti,h of i\Jankoh bad been to the great Fetish at Abrah to 
complain tbat the people had been clearing the hill, and consequently had taken 
away his shelter or cover, and that he was sutfering g reat pa in , and the uperior 
priest at A brah commanded them to put a stop to their proceedings, and imposed 
on tbem a tine for" hat they had done. It is in such ways tTlat the supersti tions 
of th e people interpose and retard all the attempts that are made to improve the 
condition of the people and to elevate them. 1 would also remark on the ruinou§ 
funcral customs of tbe people; those form a very serious obstacle to the improve-
ment of the natives. It is customary when a person dies to ha\·e large feastings, 
and it is ohligatory on all, both rich and poor, to provide those feastings; persoDS 
come from a distance, and th~y continue together several days; the consequeuce 
is, that many persons who are in somewhat respec table circnmstance, are reduced 
to poverty, and those who are in poorer circumstances are deeply involved in debt. 

l nny individuals, under the influence of this system, are reduced to the necessity 
of .elling their services as" pu\\ns" to others, and thus the injurious pawn system 
i~ promoted by the intluence of these customs. It is also founJ that domestic 
sian ry i" one of the greatest obstacles that oppos~ themselves to all efforts to 
ill. prove the natives. It may ue said almost nl1lversally to prevail; 1 mean 
nmODt;,t the natJyes in the interior. 

3650. You mean that all that till the soil are slaves 1-1 think slaves and their 
0\1 nCrs make up very nearly the entire population of the country. 

3651. Are the owners only the chiefs, or is there any considerable body that 
would be called in other countries landed proprietors, \I ho hold slaves, not being 
chiefs themselves 1-In Ashantee many of the chiefs possess a very great num­
ber of "laves; many thousands of slave. An instance was mentioned to me 
by 1\lr. Frecman, of an A"hflnlee chief, who lately went up to Coomassie, attended 
by 3,000 armed layes, having reason to think that he was an object of the king's 
jealousy. There are not many powerful chiefs in l"antee; Om is the principal 
chief, he resides at a place call cd Abakrampa, with about 2,000 people under his 
carc. Mr. l<reeman, who knows him well, and is well acquainted with the part 
of the country where he resides, thinks that he has about 25,000 people under his 
influencc; he has about 800 slaves of his own, and he has captains under him 
\1 ho pos ess slavcs, oyer all of whom he exerts influence as a superior chief. 

31'52. Do you conceive that none till the soil but those who ure slaves 1-
I conceive that tbose who till the soil are all slaves. At Yankumasi, Asin 
('hibbu is a considerable chief; there are about 10,000 people, over" hom he 
e,erts influence; he is the principal chief, and his own slaves and the la.es of 
hi, captains amount to about 10,000; be is an Asin chief. After the Ashantee 
"01. he left IllS own counlry in order to eek protection under tbe influence of 
thtl Ilnti'h in funter. That is also the case at l\lansu; there the chief, whose 
1IUIII< is Clabri, is an ,\sin chief; he has about 10,000, "ho emigrated with him 
uut 01 ,\,in, formerly a part of Ashantee, and he also has sought protection 
II1HI,'r the Influence of the British settlements. I may remark, with regard to 
till \ III country lying bctween Fantce and Ashantee Proper, it appears that it is 
"Oll 1111110,t de.,'rteo; tbe people have quitted it to a great extcnt, aod have come 
,,,thin the boundaries of fdntce, to obtain the protection of the British aaainst 
thl l\,h,lIItle. .\gain at Djuquah, about 25 miles from Cape Coast Castle, in 

westerly direction, there IS a considerable chief. He is the cel~brated Kujob 
Chlbbll, the D~llkeran chief, "bo acted so conspicuous a part in the Ashanfee 
war, "hco 'if Charles :,\j'Carthy was killed; he has witll him tbere about 
1 S,ooo people, o\·cr 11 hOIll be re;gn, as principal chief. All tho e are slave, 
"th the "'CepliOn of his ,ubordinatc captains; and I may remark" ith regard to 

Dcn", I ,I, that It is con,iderably dcocrteu in the same way as Asin; the people 
h.l\c cume IIlthin the fan tee boundary, in order to enjny British protection . 

.l1;j3. Do you undcr,tand, that now the Fantee country, in consequence of those 
immlgratlOo,. ha~ become very populou -?-. ·ot 'Try populous, but much more 
w than it II u:; a tell ·ears since; it II as to a great extent depopulated by continuous 
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",ars. But although there are only a few. principal chiefs in Fantee, it appears that 
a~ 1 ~ersons who possess any respectabili ty are own~rs o~ slaves; that is the great 
dlstlllc tlon. The slaves appear to be em.ployed chiefly m workmg on their mas­
ters' plantations, and some are employed in trade. The masters provide for them 
food and what is necessary, and the slaves work at their bidding. 

3654. Do you know whetber they are liable to be sold by tbeir masters and to 
be separated froID their families /- The chiefs, as I understand, have the power of 
life and death over tbeir slaves; they a~e at their entire dis posal. 

3655. Do you imagine tbat the ch iefs you have enumerated would bring their 
cases to be adjudicated before the British authorities upon the Gold Coast ?- I 
should th ink to a great ex tent they would. . 

3656. Do you suppose that that jurisd iction has superseded the exercise of their 
own jurisdiction in cases of criminal offences; that instead of punishing criminal 
offences themselves they would give them up to be dec ided upon by tbe British 
authorities ?-I do not suppose that tbey wo uld transfer the whole power into the 
hands of the British authoritie~, but I think there is a general di sposition to refer 
their disputes and their grievances for ultimate decision to the British autborities. · 
I would make a remark with regard to the condition of the slaves, tbat the sub­
ordinate chief is required to pay a tax to his superior. Mr. Freeman, when he 
was detained at Fomunnah, the frontier town of Ashan~ee, some 46 days, fre­
quently sa w the inferior chiefs bring to Korinchi, the principal chief, a tax 
or tribute of from one to four tookoos; the value of a tookoo is about 5 d. And 
it would appear that all tbe subordinate chiefs are at the entire command or dis­
posal of the superior chief. Mr. Freeman remained at t he house of olle of 
Korinchi's captains at Fomunnah; he was there 46 days; a nd when he left he 
proposed to make him a remuneration for the attention wh ich he hnd received, 
but he was told that whatever express ion of thankfulness he might make, it must 
be made to Korinchi; that he, the host of !\II'. Freeman, was nothing more than 
Korinchi's slave. W ith regard to slavery, I would observe, that it is fostered to 
a great ex tent by tbe people themselves; a spirit of rational independence and 
freedom cannot be found among the heathen population of the country. In tbe 
interior, as they have not the protection which the la IV throws around an individual 
in an enlightened and well-ordered community, the love of liberty seems to give 
way to a desire for security; and a person generall y prefers to attach himself in a 
state of dependence to some chief, for the sake of tlie protection and other pri­
vileges which the dependents of chiefs enjoy. Now this state of society ou r mis­
sionaries experience to be a great obstacle to the improvement and elevation of 
the people. As tbe natives are not British subjects, and not therefore amenable 
to British law, we have only, as a missionary society, moral meaus a l our disposal 
to combat tbis great evi l of domestic slavery. W ith the permission of tbe Com­
mittee, I will read an ex tract from the instruclions of our committee to our mis­
sionaries on the subj ect of slavery. This extract embodies the views whicb our 
commi ttee take of the sulij ect, of the means to be employed in endeavouring to 
abolish tbis great evi l: "On the subject of slavery, the missionaries are called upon 
by every proper consideration to exerc i~e the greatest care ano watchfulness. While 
they strictly adhere to their printed instructiuns, and avoid all politi ca l intermeddling 
whatever, they are scrupulously to guard against any thing which could possibly 
he construed into a conn ivance at one of tbe worst ev ils which have ever affl icted 
and degraded mankind. The great principles of the Gospel must be so main­
tained, with mildness, constancy, and firmness, as to make it appear that slavery 
in every form is altogether opposed to tbe spirit and precepts of Cbristianity ; and 
thi s will be the more necessary, from the considerati on that the native cbiefs are 
not amenable to Bri tish law, and that they can therefore only be acted upon by 
moral means." Now, in carry ing out tbese instructions, the missionaries attend, 
in the 6rst place, to the incul cation of t he great prillciple, that all so uls are equal 
in tbe sight of God ; and they endeavour to impress on the ch ief" what are the 
inalienable rights of their depelldan ts as human beings. Anothe~ method they 
adopt is to protect, as far as lies in their power, the slaves from illJurIOUS treatment 
by the chicfs . If tbe missionaries hear that a ch ief has been trelll1 ng Improperly 
ullY of his slaves, they visi t bi1l1 , and remonstrate with him, and show him the e~il 
of his conduct, and thus vindicate the cause of the injured sluve. Then, agam, In 

building chapels and houses, and in the business we have as a nllssionaI'Y society 
to transac t, the llIissionuri s, in CB I'I'y ing out these in tructlons, do not employ 
slaves by hiring them of the masters, but they take carc to hire the individuals 
themselves, and to pay lhem the ir wages; they cannot con trol thcir conduct after-

wards. 
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wards. Then, with regard to " pa"'ns, " the miss ionaries under tand that it is the Re •. J. B<<cham. 
will of th e committee that they shall not hold pawn in any way. Frequently the 
m i~i lJnar i es, when enga~ed in building, have had applications made by natives 31 May 1842. 
who are invoh'ed in pecuniary em barras ment, who have asked the missionaries to 
advance them a sum of money to pay their debts, and ha ve offered to give their 
serv ices in return; but the mis ionaries have been instructed invariably to refuse 
such application, and to give the persons whom they em ploy tbei r wages for the 
t ime th ey serve. 

3657. Would yo u all ow Christian converts to hold" pawns"?-:\'ot if "e were 
acqna inted with it. 

3(;58. You would consider tbat as forbidden?- We shoulJ. I have ad erted 
to Domona i; Mr. Freeman bas great hope that, when he ha got his plans 
arrauged lIith rega rd to tbat place, he shall induce the old chief to let out bis land 
to bis captains, and to receive from them a certain rent; and thus raise th em to the 
condition of free tenants. instead of being serfs or slaves. 

3659. 'ir 1'. D . Aclulld.] Are the slaves allowed by th e chiefs to retain th e 
profit of their labou r ?-· 1 should presume not in all cases, at all events. 

36(;0. Vi count Ebringtotl.] Do any of them work on their own acconnt, 
payin~ d settled sum to the master, and reserving any surplus to themselves ?-I 
do not know what is the agreement or under,tanding between the masters and tbe 
slnve' in that respect; I mean as to tbe precise manner in which the arrangement 
is ca,., ,eu into effect. 

3tiG I. The mi sionams always pay the persons they employ tbemselves; they 
Ii" not puy it over to tbe chie~ 'I-That is the rule wc expect them to observe. 

30b2. Sir 1'. D . Acland.] Are some of your native converts laves ?-Several 
of them are. 

36li3. They have since their conversion become more industrious ?-Vecidedly. 
3titi+ And you say th ey have had in view the obtaining European articles of 

dres and furniture ~ is there any interference" itb them on the part of the chiefs, 
" ,th respect to the profits of tbeir labour /- In answer to that question, I will 
give tbe case of one of OUi' own most intelligent and best qualified native agents: 
til r. Freeman, in a lette r addre 'sed to us on the 12th of last l\Iarch, after speak ing 
of the excelle nt qualification of this individual, says" I am trying hard to secure 
him entirely; though highly respectab le, he is still a slave, and the property of 
a native \I ith whom I may probably have some difficulty in obtaining his manu­
mis ion ; but 1 hope finally to succeed." 

31i6S. Chairman.] Do you tbink that it would be possible to carryon em igra­
tion from Africa to tb e \V est Indies \I ithout producing a real or seeming slave 
trade I-In answer to that question, I should say tbat I think it would be extremely 
ll'llieult to adopt any safe plan. If we were to go into the interior of tbe country, 
per,ons might en ily be procured to go to the \\' est Indie.; but then those per­
son~ are not free agents; th ey must be obtained from the chiefs, who would have 
n pecuniary consideration, which would make the transaction in reality the pur­
dlu,e of human bein~s: and I think it would produce another slave trade in reality; 
not apparently, but in reality; for those chiefs, finding it a profitable speculation, 
II ould get fre.lt supplie of slaves from the more remote interior, and thus 
tt ... tmde in men lIould be again rni'·ed. If you \I ere to go to the coast, there 
ure t\ grctltrr Dumber of persons on the coast undoubtedly, \lbo are apparently 
Ir , nd II huse occasional services may be obtained perhaps without the inter­
icrCI1l'L' of othe,,; but maoy of those are really olaves, anJ if you would wish to 
1111\ c their ,ervices entirely, tbe claim of their ma.ters would interfere. The case 
II 11Icl1 1 halt) ju-t mentioned, with reference to one or our own native teachers, 
I-tlllllk 1 an illustration of that. Then I think the difficulty lIould be increased 
by the unwdlm',ncs' of the Africans to leave their native soil and go to the 
\\ e t llllllcs. 1 t tlppears, a far as I have been able to coll~ct information on the 
ubyet, that thll 10lc of country I. a very strong and governing principle in the 
\fncao. I all \·ery .trongly lOcltneJ, lor these reasons, to conclude that a safe 

1'11111 01 cl1ll~ration Irom ,\fri ca to the We.t Indic i not practicable; that it is 
atll'ndcd with ullflcull1cS 1\ hich could not he surmounted. But if it were praeticaule 
tt) <IJopt Ii .arc plan of emigration, I doubt much II hether, taking a large view of 
the 'Iue tlOn, it \\ould be desirable; beeause I think the rcmoval of any consider­
ahle number of free aoJ enil6htenld Africans (if you could meet II itb thcm),.to 
toe 1\ e,t Indies, "Qulu be lDJurious tn the work of civihzation in Africa itself. 
The populatIOn on the Gold eoa,t i certainly considerdbly on the increaoe, but 
it I' n,)t hy an' mean' o\'er.toekcJ. Tbere is no redundant population, .0 to 
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Re •. J. Be,"""",. speak, that might be removed with advantage to the country. To abstract per-, 
sons of the description I have adverted to, and to remove them to the West 

, 3) Moy 184,2. Indies, would be to check the rising spirit of freedom and civilizatiou in Africa. It 
would be removin~ the ver"j .agents whose s~rvic.es are required in Africa in pro­
motlDg the. elevatIOn of Alflca Itself. I thmk 10 makmg these remark_, and in 
odopting this conclusion, I am free from all pr"judice. It is not that I have any 
undue bias in favour of Africa, because as a missionary society we have as deep 
an interest in whatel'er concerns the West Indies, as we have in what relates to 
the interests of Africa. I think I have formed the conclusion which 1 have 
ventured to state in an unprej udiced state of mind. 

3666. If the difficulties could be overcome which stand in the way of procuring 
free agency on the part of emigrants, do you not believe that it would be an 
advantageous change to the African, to remove from the society in which he is 
upon the Gold Coast, to the West Indies, as they now are, both in respect of pay­
ment or remuneration for his labour, and in respect of the advantages of religious and 
.moral instruction ?-The free Africans who might remove to the 'Vest Indies 
would have all the advantages with rega.rd to religious and moral instruction wh ich 
they possess in Af"ica, and I am not prepared to say but that it might be as 
advantageous to their temporal interest as individuals as their remaining in their 
own country. 

3667. Are not the West Indies better provided with moral and religious in­
struction at presen t, than any part of the coast of Africa ?- Yes, that is the case, 
undoubtedly. 

3668. They would find a larger number of their own people in a state of con­
siderable advancement i-Perhaps they might, in some of the West Indian 
colonies. 

3669 . Sir T . D. Aeland.] And their return to their own eonntry in an improved 
state a fterwards would be favourable to the improvement of the country ~-But in 
the meantime their own country would want theil' services; if you remove that 
class of persons from Africa, wbo would be of service in the West Indies, you 
remove the very agents by wh ich the work of African civilization is to be pro­
moreel; tbe work in Africa would stand still during the whole period those indi­
viduals were away in the West Indies. 

3670. Mr. lvlitca!fe.] Supposing a slave ship is captured having a quantity of 
slaves on board, you are aware that it has been usual to take them to Sierra Leone ; 
would it be attended with any benefit if tbey could be landed in t he West Indies, 
nnder similar regulations to those which exist at Sierra Leone, being landed there 
with perfect freedom?-They might do as well there as at Sierra Leone for any­
thing tbat I know to the contrary, if tbey were landed uncler the same circum­
stances. 

367 ). Chairman.] The remuneration for labour is higber in the West Indies 
than it is in any part of Africa ?-I suppose it is higher. 

3672. Mr. Mitcalft .] Are you of op inion that the men would be equally we~1 off 
under such re,,"lations in the West Indies, as they would be if landed at S,erra 
Leone ?-I do <'not know that I am prepared to give a very decided opinion upon 
thut question; I think they might do very well in the \V est Indies; I do not see 
why they should not, under the circumstances sta ted in the question. 

3673. Is the populat ion at Sierra Leone ver.y redundant in consequence of land­
ing the slaves from captured vessels?- I should not think it is very redundant at 
Sierra L eone. 

3674. Do you thin k there is ample employment for those that are there ?-I 
suppose there is suflicient. lIuviug alluded to the African's love of his cou~try. 
1 wOlllrl mention a strikinO' illustration of it which occurred some time SlOce, 
perhaps I ~ mon ths or tw"o years ago: a number of Akus, as the natives of 
Yarriba a re called , expressed u wish to return f"om S ierra Leone to their native 
counlry, under British protection. The Governor submitted the case to the 
Government at home for instruct ion, and I have reason to belie"e that the con­
clusion adop ted on the case was thi , that it was con idered extremely dangerous 
for them to go back to tbei r Ilati,'e country on the slave coast, until some 
arraogement could be lOade to secure tbem Briti h protection. It was fe,ared 
tlpt they would fa ll again into the hll-nds of slave dealers. However, the IIld,­
viduals themselves purchased a vessel, engaged It person to manage ,t,. and s,"led 
from Sierra Leone towards the 13 iO'h t of Benin. Noth ing was bea"d ot them for a 
very considerablo time. Theil' friends in this country had nearly arrived nt ~hc 

conclusIOn 
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concl usion that in all probability they had fallen again iuto the hands of the slave Rev. J. Beecham. 

dealers, and had been sen t acros the Atlantic, and plunged into perpetual 
slavery. Not long since, however, we received information re pecting tbem . I t 31 ~fAy 184" 
appears that they proceeded to Badagry, and they met with a fa l'ourable reception 
there. A great number of those persons having heen connected with our mission 
as communicants at Sierra Leone, beld religious services upon their arrival, and 
began to instruct the people at Badagry as well as they could in the truths of 
Christianity; and their simple teaching made such an impression upon the mind 
of 'Varraru , who is one of the principal chiefs at the place, that he concurred 
with the Chri tian part of those people in writing to the missionary of the Wes-
leyon Society at Sierra Leone, under whose pastoral care they had previously been 
placed, requesting that a missionary might be sent to Badagry to instruct them. 
I have in my band a copy of a letter, whicb was written by one of the Africans 
tlwm"elvcs, and signed also by ''''arraru, the governor, requesting that a missiona ry 
might be .ent, which, if it is tbe pleasure of the Committee, I will read; it is 
dated Badagry, 2 March 1841. It is addressed to the Rev. T homas Dove. 
It is signed hy James Fergusson, and countersigned by the governor of Badagry, 
by the name of Warearu. 

36i 5. Under "hose dominion is Badagry ?-It is under tbe King of Dahomey. 
The writer says, " It was my desire to write to you this day, hoping it may not 
offend you. True, by the providence of God, I was once brought to (that part of) 

h'il':1, where the sound of the Gospel is, and I have een and tasted the blessedness 
of Je, us, and now I asked permission by the name of tIle Queen to go to my native 
land, and it wns grnnted; so I took a passage by the Queen Victoria, and by the good­
lie,s uf tbe Lord I nrrived therein safe, which I do think, as I have already seen 
it, thut the 1)loee is very good; no war is there ; no, nothing of such kind is there; 
50 I humble be.eech you, by the name of Jehovah, to send one of the messengers 
of God to teach us more about the way of salvation, because I am now in a place 
of darknes. "here no ligbt is; 1 know that I was once under light, and now I am 
in darkness . It is to bring our fellow-citizens into the \I ay which is right and to 
tell them the goodness of Jehovah, what he had clone for us, and, by so doing, if the 
Lord II ill have mercy to broke that stouy heart from them, that they may attend 
10 the word which 1 have poke to them. Alld, a I know better than them, it is 
my duty to put them to righ t, or into the way which is right, but not to jail! with 
them in their ev il \lays, for if I do the Lord will be angry with me. Some of my 
fomlly child rell, which arrive with tbe brig Margaret, wisbes the children to be 
Instructed also; so I bumhly beg of ynu that you be good and kind and take 
pity lin Us, alld send one servant of Christ to instruct us; by so doing, if we ourself 
\\ ell instructed, I will try to speak to tbem the same as I have been instructed, and 
hy so doing the place will become the land of the Gospel. Hoping you must not 
be all <lid tl) send us one. If anytbincr matter to him, we will stand, we will take 
'oou nrc of him as our father and ';other. Hoping our few observations will find 
you, ond also your family in good of life, as it leave me at present. Sir, the 
governor of Badagry, his compliment to you, and he is very glad to hear the word 
of nod; he under.tand English well." On receiving this letter, which was trans­
ulilted to Uo by Mr, Dove, the committee resolved to listen so far to tbe request, 

to ill'trllct t.l r. Freeman, at the Gold Coast, to make such arrangements as 
,,0111.1 ,nahle him to send a missionary to Badagry. In a recent communi­
entlon froll! 'Ir. freeman, li e are told that be is arranging to send one or two 
lIIi Illt"trll'S to Bada<rry, to take tho>e people under his care, and to instruct the 
pOl" lallon 01 the plac~. ,\Ye bave had a subsequent letter from Mr. Dove, and 

th, ,·\tr,let is only hort, and it throws a little more light upon the subject, 
I f".Ips thc l ommittee would like to hear it; it is dated Kovember tbe 24th, 
I Sit, f'()111 "ierra Leone. 1\11'. Dove says, "the liberated Africans bave no desire 
to Ie II thelT lJatl\~ 'oil of <\frica; hundreds have already left our colony for 
flld"~I") (once a noted place tur the sl!n'e trade), and many more are on the 
tll'tu. 'rhlY arc begging us to -end a missionary with them to Badagry. 
'1'111 Ik lb ha,,~ purchtlv'J two prize vessels (captured "lavers), and they are just 
,bollt to purchaoe a third. }lo,t of these bold entcrprizing men are useful mem­
b'l c,l our sOCiety; they bave taken down elementary 'chool-books, slates, bibles, 
.ll1d It't,lIllents, lor the purpose of making a beginning in that heathen land. 
I'llel" lilli, doubtbs, be a constant communication kept up between Sierra Leone 

n, d H.IJ·lgry; our member, tbere are continually crying' come over and bell' us, 
InJ till) .Ire ",ying practical aud demon.trable proof tholt their religion is or the 
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genuine cast; for they are in ~arnest about the salvation of their fellow-men . . As 
they know the burdened statc of our funds, they are determined to honour God with 
their substance, by giving him the first fruits of all their increase. The li berated 
Africans have commenced a subscription amongst themselves, to enable the com- ' 
mittee to send missionaries to their own native land. One has O'ivell seven 
guineas, another five guineas, some two, and others one. I find they bave already 
raised nearly the sum of 751. , but this is only the beginning. God is evidently 
about to furnish poor Africalls with the means of helping themselves, as well as tbe 
fllnds of the'Vesleyan Missionary Society. This fund is altogether distinct from 
the missionary subscriptions received annually from European merchants and 
others." 

3676. Sir T. D. Acland.] Have you any communication, stating what success 
the people at Badagry have had in cultivation or in trade?-We have no other 
information than what is contained in these letters; the arrangement is so very 
recent 

3677. Are they received still on friendly terms by the natives?-Yes, accord­
ing to our latest information. 

3678. Who is the governor of Badagry; is he a person in authority under the 
King of Dahomey I-He appears to be so; but we have no further particulars than 
wbat are contained in these letters. 

3679. You have not heard of tbeir being molested in any way?-No. 
3680. Is not tbe King of Dahomey's country the scene of some of tbe principal 

slave trade in tbat part of Africa ?-It is. 
3681. Whydah is in his country, not far from Badagry?-Yes. 
3682. Can you give any information respecting any effect which this little 

colony bas had upon the actual state of the slave trade thRre ?-'¥e have no infor­
mation upon this point ; we have not yet bad letters on the subject from Mr. Free­
man, or any other missionaries from the Gold Coast. 

3683. Has there been any communication between those colonists and the King 
of Dahomey I-None, that 1 am aware of. I have a letter relating to the state 
of Whytlah, if the Committee ",ish to hear it. It is a letter addressed by Captain 
Laurence to our missionary, Mr. Dove, adverting to the places wbere the slave 
trade is still carried on, and strongly recoml)lending the occupation of Why dab by 
the British. 

3684. I s Captain Laurence a merchant captain ?-1 believe he is. 
3685. Will you have the goodness to read that leltel' ?-It is dated" Sierra 

Leone, June the 4th, 1841," and is addressed to Mr. Dove. "For some time 
past I have been an eye-witness to the proceedings of some of the most ex ten­
sive slave dealers on this coast, and I have, with much surprise, observed many 
represen tations of the slave trade, which are, in very maoy instances, far from 
wbat I consider to be correct. You are aware you rself of the state of Bissao, 
about the same as the Rio Ponaa. Those tl\'O places a re the only ones to the 
north of us. The Gallinas have

o 
been destro yed, but still there have been two 

cargoes of 650 unfortunate slaves ship ped from thence since the destruction of 
that place. I believe you will find there is nO morc of the slave trade from this 
point until yo u co me to Atocco, on Cape St. Paul's, where a factory stands; th~nce 
to A wey, thence to Quita, thence to --, thence to Sugru, thence to Little 
Popo, which is a place of note; thence to Augua, tbence to Great Popo, and 
thence to Whydah. This, I have no hesitation in saying, is tbe most formidable 
place on tbe whole coast, and tbere are more slaves shipped from this than from 
.oy other that I am aCC'Juaiuted with. At the time the British Government aban­
Qoned this place, they left the fort and guns, and about 500 liberated people; 
those people have accum ul a ted, aud reall y ought to be protected. Whyda~1 cOll­
tains about 10,000 inhabitants, and is a place which should come under nollce for 
two reasons : it is under the control of the King of Dahomey, who resides abo~t 
80 miles in the interior; Whydah itself is in charge of the bead man Zangrol1l ; 
the ooted slave dealer De Souza resides there; and British subjects should be at 
least protected. The nex t reason is, the slave trade should be stopped, and this 
place shoul d be taken charge of at a ll hazards. Not that I wish to see blood 
shed (you know (0 the contl'ary; you are too ~.ell acqunin.ted with me t? suppose 
that I would knowingly harm anyone), but as It regards tlus place, have I~ 1 would 
at 'all hazards ; it bas been too 10nO' the SCOUl'O'e of the African nice, ana It ctln be 
taken possession of. Here is the n~ost eligibl,;' place for your mi sioo, the greatest 
field on the whole cOast; Whydah is the ccntl'al slave pomt, and the root of the 

.lave 
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slave trade in the Bight of Benin. Now, my friend, I am willing to spend six Rev. J. Beecha ... 

mOllths, and go with you to the whole of these places, and vi it the king of 
Dahomey, and you will find that some reports previously given are at variance with 31 May .842 • 

what is the true state of things; I am willillg to uodertal-e it with you, in filII con-
fidence that the work is a good one, and look for protection where I bave ever 
found it, in an alI·wise God. Do not be afraid; the situation \I ill be sometimes 
perilous, but I harbour no fear, it can be done. I am not necessitated to seek 
for mploymcllt of this nature; you know r have as much to bint! me by the 
ti es of nature "s any OIan in Africa. But I am well aware of the good that 
"ill result from a mission of this kind; it will open to the world a true state-
ment; for there have been too OIany conflicting reports ." r have added, as 
a note from Mr. Dove's journal, a short extract as to what he saw at Bis ao. 
to \I hich Captain Laurence refers. The ex tract I am about to read is from 
a letter addressed by Mr. Dove to ourselves, giving an account of a voyage 
from Sierra Leoue to the Gambia . He called at Bissao as he went, and he say, 
" I saw several slavers, all belonging to the Portuguese. The e vessels were 
lying in the hurhour, and were only waiting for a favourable opportunity for 
shipping slaves for Havannah and the Brilzils . Iany of these poor creatures did 
I see, day after day, in irons on the shore, "ho had been either purchased on the 
coast for rum, tobacco, &c. or taken in war, ancl thus brought in canoes to Bissao. 
Many of these half-starved, naked slaves had on their legs heavy irons. Their feet 
\I ere coupild together, S0 that each step they \\ ere able to take could not possibly 
exceed three or four inches. Th eir ank les appeared greatly chafed, and some 
\I ere lIen ra\\, and they \\ ere under the necessity of applying and fastening some 
[(,,·cn lea I tS of trees bctween their irons and their SOres . After witnessing so 
lIIuch hOlfor and misery. \I hich I cannot fully describe, I resolved that I would 
neither eat bread nor drink water in 0 foul a place as Bissao. I visited the 
govtrnor, \I ho is a nati,·e of Poland. He was ,·ery ick in his bed. His apart-
lIIents in the fort" ere filthv in the extreme, and no one appeared to feel much 
intere,t about him." -

3686. i\Ir. IV. Pallen.] Have you any idea what is the p0pulatio n of the Gold 
Coast, upon \lhich your missionaries act ?-It is a yery difficult question. I asked 
i\Ir. I'reeman that question particularly, and he thought that, taking the course 
of the river Pra, commencing at the sea and following its course till you reach 
Akilll, and then come down again to the sea Ly Aquapim, perhaps the coulltry 
included would euntain abol,t 700,000 or 800,000 individuals; but be observed 
that it was an extremely difficult matter to form an opinion upon. 

3hS7 . "{as tbat a F an tee or an Ashantee population ?-Fantee, including many 
other national distinctions. 

Jlil'S. lYlr. Forster.] You have spoken of the advantages conferred on the 
nuti, e in the neighbourhood of tbe Gold Coast, by the arbitration and settlement 
of their disputes by tbe British civil authorities; have you had any rej.lorts of 
similar advantages conferred by our other settlements on the coast?-I have not 
paid attention to the other sett1cmpnts on the coast, with reference to the inquiry 
of to-day; I bale confined my inquiries for to-day entirely to the Gold Coast. 
,\t lIllother time 1 hall be happy to give any information \Ie have in our power 
"ith rc·gnrd to the other settlements. 

jh< !l. You huve made some allusion to the evil example to tbe natives set by 
('llIe Ellropeans upon Ihe coa.t; do yon mean that observation to apply generally 

t>l iii our cttlclncnt upon the coast of Africa?-l did not make it with reference to 
tl,,· (."Id Ill"t e clushcJy, but with reference also to the influence of our country­
>Ill 11 ,"th ubongmal people generall y; 1 stated it as the result of my general 
al'l",lIllt'''''l \lllh theubjcct, at the Gold Coast and in other parts of the world . 

3(.<10. ('}/t1ll7/wn.] Do your mi,sionarie - find any appearances of the slave 
tr,Hk beIng" cllrned on Internally in the district connected with tbe Gold Coast; 
<lu thl) 'lC sla,e" carried through for e>.portation :-1 have not received any 
iufurmatiun to that elitet; I think Dot. 

3ti ll l . lOll are not a\\are that all) \)f the cllitf sell any of their slave, except 
OUlOng thlm'eiles '-{I. 0, I am Dot a\larc that they do; I do not think that there 
i-any 'laIC trade gOlllg ou at the Gold Coa,t; 1 speak as to the chiefs selling 
Ikll ,leI\C' 10 l,c tram'ported hom the Gold Coast. 

Jl>tl~. , Ire )OU a\\UrL ot any e,port of 'lu\'cs from ,\,hantee?-I have no infor­
IIJ,Il\()t\ that may be cQIl:>iderEu a decided on the ubj~ct; 1 Lave a general impr.es-

o )l D D slon 
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sian that slaves are conveyed from Ashantee tQ the slave coast. but not to the 
Gold Coast. 

3693. Sir T. D. Acland.] By the slave coast you mean the Dahomey Coast ?-­
Ye~; the King of Ashantee keeps a very great number of slaves constantly in 
chams, ch,efly, however, for the purpose of sacnfice. Mr. Freeman und ers tood 
that he usually had about 1,qOO. The king gave him a slave when be was there 
011 his first visit, who had been brought ont on two several occasions with the 
intenlion of his being sacrificed, but the king had ordered him to be 'sent back, 
and that mornmg when he was brou!(ht ou t by the klllg to Mr. Freeman, he 
expected that he was to be sacrificeu. "Vhen the Ashantee troops who were sent 
to accompany !VIr. Freeman had left him, his first act was to emancipate this slave. 
wbo expressed unbounded gratituue for it; he brought him down to Cape Coast 
and placed him under instruction; and he has found him a very trustworthy 
man. 

3694. Mr. W. Patten.] Is it well authenticated that the king keeps 1,000 
slaves for the purpose of sacrifice1-Mr. Freeman saw tbem himse lf, and bad One 
oi tbose slaves g iven to him; and he WaS informed upon tile spot that that is the 
number the king usua lly keeps. . 

3695. [s the population of tbat. country rapidly or prog-ressively dpcrea~ing in 
number, in consequence of those sacrifices ?- I have no means of ascertaining that 
(Jom!. 

3696. Sir T. D. Acland.] D o you suppose those people to be his OWll subj ects, 
or to be taken from other countri es ?-A I(reat llumber of those wbo are sacriticed 
are not his own subjects, but slaves which he obtains from tbe interior; and con­
~equently the nati ve JloJlulation would not be diminished by those sacritices. 

3697. Sir R . I-J. Inglis .] Can you state the nUl1Iber of slaves sacri ficed upon 
the occasion of the death of the last King of Asl",ntee ?- When the brother of tbe 
king who invaded Fautee died, the king devoted 3,000 victims. 2,000 of wbom 
were F antee prisoners. and nearly 1,000 more were furn ished by various towns; 
making in the whole about 4,000 human beings who perished at tbe grave of tbis 
royal personage. 

3098. Mr, IV. Patten.] When did he die ?- It was at the time when the king 
invaded FaDtee; at the war in wbich Sir Charles i\Iacartuy was kill ed, which 
happened ill 1824. 

3699. Si ,' T. D . Aclalld.] Do you conceive the Gold Coast to be a peculiarly 
favourable situation for your miss ionary operations?-\Ve were led to it in the 
first instance by an offer from a master of a merchant vessel ,,·ho had visited 
the coast frequently; be was so favourably impressed with tbe open ings, as he 
thought, fo r the introductio n of the gospel, that he very ~enerously offered to our 
committee that if they would a send a missionary, he wonld take him on his nex t 
voyage; that he should have a n op portunity of spending some six mouths on 
the coast, for the purpose of mak ing his own observation; and that if the missionary 
was of opinion tbat there was no favourable opening for the establishment of a 
mission. he would brina him back to thi~ cou ntry free of any expense whatever 
to the Missiona!'y Soci;ty. T he offer was accepted; the missionary went, and he 
found the state of things qui le as favourable as this individual bad represented, 
and he remained and laboured and died there. 

3700. And you have found it to cont inue so on subsequen t experience?-' Ve 
have; it continues to be more prom ising e,'ery succeeding year. 

370 I. Chainnan.] And you feel tbat your mission derives considerable advan­
tage from the support of the English forts upon the coast 0_ Yes ;. I am bound to 
say that the au thorities upon the Gold Coast have always maOltested a fal'ou r­
able disposition to our mi sionary undertak inl!, and they have afforded tbat k,?d 
of facility which a Government can ever afford to persons who are under Its 
control. 

3702. And yon feel greate r confidence altogether in deali ng with that count ry 
in consequence "f the presence of some f,·.gll,ent of the British pOll er '-I do not 
know that we feel " rentc,' confidence so far as personal security is concen1fd. bnt 
we have greater co~fitlenc6 in this respect, that owing to the extension .of British 
influence ovCr the count ry generally, the missionari es can ~roscc l1 te the,r Inbo urs 
there llithout that interruption which they sometimes experience among a avage, 
barbarous people, who >Ire in a state of war among themselves, and hOI·c 110 CO 'l­
trolling illt1ucn~e to direct the whole. 



SELECT CO:\l iVIrTT£ E ON ,,' EST COA. T OF AFRICA. 2 03 

3703. Sir T. D . Acland.] I n point of fac t, have y ou been led to ex tend your 
opcr~tions yet to e it her of the d istri cts adj oining the Gold C oast r-We ha ve pro ­
{:eerled from the coa t inn a rds into the interior. 

3 7° 4. But no t on ei ther side ?- N ot on either side (exceptin!( R adagry) , be­
cause the ncigbbourhood of the Gold Coast and Ashantee furn ish sllch an exten ive 
fi elci of operation, tbat ne ha\ e not fu nd adequate to a n ex tension far beyond_ 

3705. :\1 r. Furs/er.] D o yo u th ink tha t your mi"ionaries co ul d have prosecuted 
t heir lubours in the interi or, or UPOll a ny pan of tha t coa t, \l ith the same success, 
if a lIay had not bEen made for them uy the influence o t our settlemen t there /­
It is ex tremely difficult to say what would have been th e state of thin e-s, had it 
not ueen for the e xtension o f Britisb influence; I m ost d ecidedly s a y, with 
rc lercllce to tl, is point, that the ex te ns ion of British infl uence there, as a m~tter of 
Jarl, bas pro ved benefic idl in respec t of atfo rdin~ facility for the free and peacefu l 
prosecuti o ll of OU I' labou rs. 

3700. Chairman.] T he extension of your labours would be impeded if the 
COUlllr", were in a s tate o f war ?-Yes. 

:J707 - You conceive that the intl uence of the British sett lements there promotes 
gellc-rn l pc"ce ~-Yes. 

3708. And in that way aftords facility for the introduction of a ll man ner of im ­
proHlllents ?-Yes. 

;701)- l\1r. Ewl/S.] ome persons" ho have visited tbe neigbbourhood of the 
illi HJuary 'tations, have thoug ht Lh at th e zeal of the mi ssionaries, or their desire 
rllr Hili rovemen t, ha ma de them too sanguine, and indu ced them to send home 
, t Lllllellt of " o e, tcnt of Improvement , II' hich other peo ple could not . 0 easily 
",' . I ll \\" as y ou have had ,'c ry ex tensive corre ponde nce with your mi sionaries, 
\1111 JOU , tutc "bet her )OU think that has been generally, or at all the case?­
J do not thi nk tha t charge is true; an individual under the infl uence of feelings, 
\I Inr h none but a miSSIOnary can understand , may so metimes send home a 
mon° 1'10 \\ ing- stdtcment than facts will warrant, but I do not think the charge 
b gl'lll rally true; if I Ilray be allowed, I would read a single paragraph, in 
\\ Ilirh J huve embod ied a few remarks, that I think would answer that questi on : 
.. T ill' formatIOn of native religIOUS societies is not in itself sufficient proof 
ot the b, nl'ficial etlccts of the exerl ions of the missionaries; and evidence may 
be I'('ry laidv rl' quHl·d 10 ,how tbat the conversion of Lhe people to the Chris tian 
I ell)!IOn dOl" not co n,ist in tbe mere renuncialion of one set of opi nion for another, 
I,"t th"t "illl the adoption of a new faith they ha'e imbibed the spirit and prin­
riple. 01 Chrblianity, and are exhibiting a corresponding change in their character 
lilt! <undue!. But, the writer is fully aware of the delicacy and difficulty of the 
til',," \ I Inrtll,hing ,uch c,idencc, and how easily without the exercise of muel, 
I alll ll'll hc might subject himself to the cbar!;e of exaggeration. It is a fact, tl1.t 
tl 1\ I 1Iers and others \I ho ha"e an opportunity of personally observing the pro­
le dlllg' 01 IlII'siollMrics III heathen lands do not al,,"."s 'ufficiently appreciate the 
rill rls III their tl'nchin,~; all unfair critericn is Irequelltly adopted; either the allai,,-
11) rl (If tIl<' n:l1i,e (omerts are compared with the acquirements of Christians ill 

1'1 irtcn,d ,llId ci"ili,ed countries, or in some otl1('r way, the disarlvanta~cs of their 
( ."dltl' 11 lift mcrlooked, und asa Ilatural result, "lithe benefits nhicb ha'e actually 

lIll u from the in~truction~ oJ tht..; Oli"~lonalll':", art2 not pcrc{'in'd and acknow­
I !lui) to l tiOlatc the ch"n~e \\ hidl ha, b,en diected by missionary 

d III , th
" 

ple,,'nt ,tate of til(' P' oplc \\ hose bend!t h,,, been sought should b" 
, Illr • ( '\ltb their former heathen condition, und the compari'on ollgilt to UC 

II ,I d I min till 1I1111l11prCSSIon of the truth thut tbe dnatlon of a people Irom 
( I 1,11 barl>111 i, not the \\ ork at a day. Tile n riter IS persuaded, that if 
(J O\e l"atlOll llo adopted, the candid illCjUlru- wiiJ tind that a very COll-

I It 01 hull' lit I"" bOln produced by the instrunlcntality of the 
ll~ Illil Ilt the Gold Coast," 

1 id .1 r. Freeman, on elthel of hi. \ i,its to Coomassie, go 
t CI (It rI by I) III ,n,.lf, or ,,"thuri cd per'OIl Irom tire En~lish ~ellicment ;­

III the 111 t III I,ll cc \\1 Cd he '\I'lit up, he \las o("compallild I)y scme persons 
\I b 111 1'1l'ltIC'lt \lal' n -cnt t. ac 011pUll) him, and "'as al,o fawured \\ ith a 
I tt r til In thl' pre Idlllt to th. Kln_ l f ,\,hunllc, I11trodurlllg :\Ir. Freeman, and 
I l lIlUJC 1111 mr:- IUIlI 10 tIll' kln~'s notice and protection. I hu\c not tbe det"il, 01 hI> 

t )tllnl( J lur nlthou_h \\c ha\c Tf'CCI\" H_r) II n~thc, cd communIcations thIS 
. 1 3\ lilt h I till ~ tu 1111)~ I11to t I II', 81ld th( relul I alluot tIt c\ lC llv 

all II P .2 
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all the circumstances under which his last visit to Coomassie was made; but I have 
no doubt that the same kind of facilities were afforded by President Maclean. 

3711. You conceive that Mr. Freeman derived advantage from the countenance 
afforded him by the English settlei11ent?-Yes, certainly. 

3;12 .. You conceive, therefore, that some influence. i~ exercised in Ashantee by 
the English settlement /-Ye3, I am qUite of that oplDlon, that a beneficial influ­
ence, to a certain limited ex tent, is exercised there. 

3713. Do you think it would be productive of good effects if British influ­
ence, were to be exerted, for the purpose of attemptiog to get rid of domestic 
slavery on the Gold Coast /-1 would observe, that the British authorities certainly 
have it in their power to prevent a subject of the British Crown from any partici­
pation in slavery in whatever form; but the natives are not British sulijects, to be 
coerced by an Act of Parliament. If they were British subjects, they could thus 
be brought under British legislation and administration; but I think, even tben, 
it would be necessary to introduce a very general system of enlightened education, 
<ltherwise your legislation upon the subject would, among the natives who are in a 
state of heathenism, remain a dead letter; but although the British authorities 
could not interfere, as I think, authoritatively thus to put it down, they might do 
ll1uch towards the suppression of domestic slavery. I think such a system of pro­
tection might be framed, and practically administered, as would discountenance 
domestic slavery, and be the means uf enforcing upon the natives sound principles 
on the subject of slavery under any form, and all other important questions. 
I have reason to believe, for instance, that many of the natives are at the present 
time so far enlightened by Chris tianity, although they have not fully embraced it, 
that they would be glad to have the support and protection of a formal denun­
ciation, on the part of the British Government, of those ruinous funeral customs 
to which I have adverted, with the palVn system which they so greatly foster, if not 
produce. Now it is in such a way, by that ki nd of interference I conceive that 
much might be done. 

3714. Rather in the way of a moral influence than absolute prohibition 1-Yes. 
3715. You would not have soldiers sent up 25 or 30 miles into the country to 

prevent a funeral feast?-I conceive of the influence to be exerted rather in this 
way; here are a number of people, inhabitants of the country, looking up to the 
British authorities for direction and protection, fur assistance in the arrangement 
of civil matters. Nuw the notion I have is, that that assistance and protection 
might be afforded on such a principle as to discountenance domestic slavery. The 
governor might make the natives understand that if tbey are to enjoy British 
protection and aid it lOust be without any compromise of those great principles 
which the British Government holds sacred. I am aware that some stipulations 
have been made in agl·eements with some of the native chiefs, that they should 
give up the practice of human sacrifi ces, and the practice of" pnnyarring," and 
perhaps others; and I conceive that tbis principle might be carried still further. 

3716, Viscount Ebl·ingloll.] Might such a practice not also be coun teracted by 
making a difference between the legality of debts contracted for such expenses as 
those, and other debts /-1 am not prepared to go into the details of the plan; 
I would rather state my general views, that I think the Government might, by 
the arrangement and ndmini.tration of a proper system of protection, to a very 
great extent put down those evils . It will , however, be a work of time. All the 
beneficial influences that can be brought to bear upon the native population will 
not change the state of society at once. 

3717. The mere termination of a state of internal war must have of itself led to 
a great tl eal of im provement 1-Yes. 

3718. If slavery is looked upon with favour by the working classes, as giviug 
them security in case of disturbance, under the altered circumstances of peace the 
necessity for the protection, which is afforded by the master to the slave, will be 
Jess, and tbe condition of the slave will be less necessary to the country than It ha~ 
been hitherto 1-Certainly. 

37 19. Mr. TV. Pallell.] Do you think nny of the more intelligent of the natives 
untlerstand the nature of the Enrrlish "overnment on the coast. .he thevaware 
that it emanates from a comm itfee of merchants, or do they consider it as cmn­
natin" from the Crown of Eno-land /-1 do not possess information that would 
ellabl~ mc to answer that question accurately. My impression is, that the natives 
generally understand that (he Government on the coast emanates from the Govern-

ment 
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ment at home, but whether they understand preci ely the d is tInction refe rred to 
I cannot say. 

3720. Is it your opinion that the G overnment upon the GOld Coast, as at pre­
sent constituted, is tbe best mode of government for the spread of civil i ation on 
that coas t ?- As a general principle, I hould always hold as the result of the 
observa tion I have made on those subjec ts, tha t the closer the connexion between 
the government of the dependency fi nd the patent G overnment at ho me the better, 
fi nd the more benefi cial tbe G overnment will prove to the nati ve populati on. 

372 1. Are you aware of any particular inconven iences o r evils which have arisen 
from the parti cular source of authority upon the G old Coast ?-No, I cannot say 
that I am aware of an

J 
particular evils of that desc ription. 

3722. 1\1r. l1Jrster. You think they would be rul ed \lith grea ter advantage if 
thcy were placed un er the Crown 1-1 lay it down as a principle, not with 
exclusive reference to the Government of the G old Coast, but a. a general rule, 
tha t th e more immecliately the Government of the de pendency is placed under 
the parent Government, the better I should apprehend it genera ll y to work. At 
the same time, in mak ing this remark, I would advert to tbe testImony I have 
prev iously borne respecting the kind of benefi cial infl uence which the ex isting Go­
vernment on the Coast has exerted in forwardi ng the interests of the nati ves, and 
in promoting mis ionary operations. 

J OlJis, 2' die J ltnii, 184 2. 
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Colonel A lexander Findlay, called in; and further Examined. 

Rev. J. Bucha",-

31 May 18<\.2. 

37~3 · Mr. Forster.] HAVE th e civil or other servants of the Government on Col. A. Findlay. 
tll .. coast of Africa any retiring pension or allowance ?-The colonial offi cers 
\HI\ (' no retiring pen ion; the mixed commis ions have. ~ June 184" 

3724. The retiring pensions and the allowances are confined to the officers 
of t hp mh.ed commission ?- They are. 

37 5· Do you think it wonld have a good effect in procuring a better quali. 
fil'f l class of officers, if some pen ion or allowance were provided in case of long 
serl"ice on the coast of Africa ?-Mo t decidedly it would, in my opinion . 
1 think it i~ a very great hardship, where the colonial officer have been there 
I:!, 1 :1, or 1-1 year, and their health and con titution destroyed, to have 
llilthine; to fall back upon. 

J 7 2h, iln.' it been long con idered a great hardship on the part of officers 
f\ me; on the coast of Africa I-It has been considered a very great grievance, 

'l'hl'rl' hln I' heen one or two pensioned, but that was all. 
37~; Chairma".] Are you aware whether in any other colonies the civil 

;"1"1 :\uh of the Crown ha,e retiring pen 'ion ; in the We't In dies, for 
I lI<tnnr~ I - I tim not aware; I am rather inclined to think that they have not. 

17 2 S. '!r. W. Et'al/s.] Do you think there is any difficulty in obtaining a 
c1lOire of tit mt'n, ",iIlin" to accept tho'e chil appointments i-I dare say men 
Ill'tt,:r Cj\l,ilitil'tl would be induced to go if they had the pro pect of retiring 
pr'ut-lollS. 

3720, You think that in the present circumstances of the colony there i not 
n >lltlicicnt choice of fit men for the appointments that are made of civilian 
I think 1I0t. 

37111, ~ rr, Forster.l Do you think it would afford a greater security for the 
pwp,'r .{behar;\) of th~ir riutie", jf th"y could look forward to some provision 
of that kind )-Yet-. I think it would. 

11,3)· DD3 3731. Chairmall.] 
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:37 :1 J. CllfIi1'I/u;Il. J ,Am you aware whpther upon ('very vacancy at Sierra 
Leone or at the Gamhl lt, there are or a re not many applications for sit uations, 
even frOl,n JlOl'sons of high charact~l' and r eR pertable station r--With respect 
to the Illgh('r officers, I bchovc thero are many; the Gov(;l'Oor and Chief 
J IIstice. 

l¥ illiarn JI / ((ckitl.tosT! IIlttton, Esq ., called in; and Examin('d, 

:3732. YOU are a merchant in the city of London, engngcd in the African 
trade i-I am. 

3733· Arc yo u one of the committee of thrce merchants to whom is entrusted 
the management of the affair~ of thc Gold Coast i- I am. 

3734· How long have you bcen engaged in the trade ?-Twenty-fivc to thirty 
years, 

3735· Is 111(']'0 Itny part of Dr, Mad<kn's Report on which you wish to offer 
nny Gxplanation ?- Two Y(,BRelS arc named Itt page 17 which belong to my firm, 
the Medora 811d th l' Guincaman ; it is there stated that they had sold goods 
to slave foc tol'ies, 'rhos(' tra u"action15 may vcry possibly have taken place, and I 
do not de~i r(' to rlrfend deaJillg~ with slayc traders; my wish is simply to show 
th ltt my housr has nc-ver . ought suc-h hu~iness, and that such r(,:1.'onable 
Cfin' and caution as might he expected from a uwrchant who sends h is goodti 
to a place like Africa, wherc legal and illegal trade arc both carried on, have 
hc-en taken by my house to prevent thos(' parties whom we have employed 
from pursuing t he illegal trade, or purswng such transactions as are calcu­
lated to assist that trade. I should state that on the receipt of Dr, Maddl'n's 
ltc-port, I learnt by It lettel' which a('companied it, that it was sent to our 
house by desire of Lord Stanl,'y; and I therc-fore thought it my duty itume­
c1iately to makc a reply to Lord Stanley, which, with the permission of the 
Committee, I will r('~, It is dated the 20th of April 1812: "My Lord, We 
have this <lay received It copy of Dr, Madden's Report on the Gold Coast, 
which your Lordship had bet'n pleased to (lirect should be seut to us, As 
t hero art' allusions in it in which we feel our8elves personally affected, we 
beg you w\ll permit us to make a felV observations on them, which we are 
the more anxious to do, as ol1e of our firm has been for seven years pa t a 
member of the committee of merchants for the manogell1l'nt of the Gold Coast 
s('ttl(,lIH'nts, and it \\'Ollle! illi)('cOlllC nn)' hOllse of prt'\ensions to respectability to 
01llploy tlwil' uwans to promote n lmdc which one of its membl'rs is bound to 
el1llcuvour to suppress in virtue of a trust committed to him by his Go"ernuH'nt, 
The portion of Dr.lIladden's Report to which we particularly ref,'r is the follow­
in!!; (page ~5): C The general interests of English COn1I1l('I'CC are completely 
swamped by about lmlf a dozeu ofinclh-iduals, who fire the suppliers of this illegal 
trude in Africa with goods and stor('", am! at the sault' time setting themselves 
IIp as tlw supporters and elefl'ndel's of the great and general interests of the 
('ountry. T1H) vigilon('e of ollr cruisers i sltiel to be dl'fl'ated by those vessels 
under the British flag, nnd those trader~ in our settlements, who afford the ships 
IlIld factori!'s of tIll' slave dCltlprs what('ver they require.' Though we might 
ofrl'r SOIlIl' opinion as to the COll('('l'llS of othcrs, our present obj<'et is only to 
ckol' oUl'se}n's from the imputations conveyed in tlwse pUl'agl'nphs, and we 
hilI ~ no npprchenHion but that we shall do 'so thorou~hl)' to yoUI' Lodship's 
satisfaction. lYe havc l'l1f!;Ugl'd in trading to the Wl'st coast of Af1'ica for 
lwad)' :30 ) cllrs, und in fit.ting out "l'ssels for that part, it hu ' b,'cn OUl' eon, 
stllnt pl'llcti('l' to imprl'ss u]lon the master of cach ,'e,scl, Rill! ",'cry tim\' he 
Ill'oc('('ded UptlU ('IWit vo)'ngl" thnt he wus em'cfull), to Ql"oicl all rlealings, 
lind el' en communication, if possibll', with sIan' tradt'rs. In dispatch in,!!; ench 
"l'SSe} on h('r yoyagl', un iuvcllLol'), 01' im'Qiec is always f'il'en to the l11!lstl'r, or 
Sllpl'r('orgo, which is 1\ priced Jist of l'yC'ry article of 11lerchandize' tl~at, hn< bel'u 
put on iJoonl of his I <'<8('\. The Iwading of this dOculnl'nt is (ks<'l'lpt~I'C o~ tht: 
Oi>jl'ct fo]' which till' cnrgo has bl'cn "hippl'cl; ntHl it has bl'l'n the lIlyanublc 
I'ui(' of OI1l' house to stnte drill'll' at th(' outs<\t, that the' ~oods fll'l' to be hartt'red, 
~old, or l'\.chllugl'(l, for the produce of th e' COilS!, of ,\fl'i('n, A It'tll';' of m~trur­
tions iH nlsu in l'\'l"') easc gi ll'H to tltt' SU}ll'l'l'al'go, and in no OtH' mstanL'l' ha~ 
It ship t'I'<'r b('l'u "l'Ut on It tl'flding "oynge to Africa "ithout ~h,'S" d,ocull1('n~~; 
lillt, )10tll'ithHtnnding, we hnlq found that 0('('l18iol1l\l1), dl'nhngs ",th pllrtll'~ 
lI~h()n', of whom littk doubt. <'ould ('xist of thl'il' bl'ing t'Hgngt'd in tltt' ~lnn' 
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t rade, have occun-ed . Two in~tance ' are named in Dr. ~radden's Report, in 
which ships belonging to our house are stated to ha"e had such dealings: the e 
vessel. ar€' the Guineaman and :\Iedora, m€'ntioned in page 17 of the Report. 
The,,(' ships were not fitted out for ueh !Tan actions, and we can declare that 
tlley han~ not been repeated. In confirmation, we annex. first, No. I, copy of 
tlw heading of an invoice of a cargo of merchandize consigned to the coa t of 
Africa, which is placed at the commencement of the im-oice of each shipment 
made by us; 1 -0. 2, extract' from letters of tnstruction given to masters of 
wssel. The original documents are, of course, alway parted with; but we 
happ<'n to have three invoices in our posse sion, which we ubmit for your 
Lorclship'H inspection, also the office copies of the letters of instructions taken 
,,1H'n they wen' first written. Latterly we have fo und it convenient to have a 
hook of ~eneral instruction, one of which we also for ward; eight bills of 
ladin~, \\hich state the object of each shipment, and are igned by the re pective 
ma't.'r, of tllP vessels by which the shipment is made. These documents, we 
rely, will acquit us, in your Lordship' mind, of any intention to promote or 
pursue an illegal trade upon the coast of Africa; and should your Lordship 
cOIlsi(j('r that our transactions were not designed for aiding and abetting 
the lave trade, and that YOli cun impartially award u ' the judgment of 
bing tl1(' promoters of a lawful and praiseworthy commerce with Africa, 
ntHl llt'ing thereby the practical promoter' of the civilization of its unfortunate 
p""plt', 'It Iwg the favollr of your Lordship to put us right in the estimation of 
Lonl SalltlllU, and the Committee to whom the Report of Dr. Madden has been 
ulJlllltt •• 1. We ruar here acltl, that the return cargo which a hip brings home, 

illtli,·;ltt·s ]lrl'lt)" c1~arly what her general trade on the coast of Africa has been: 
tlms, if th., outward cargo be, for instance, 5,000 I. in value, and the ship return 
\I it h A fri.-an produce, such as palm oil and h-ory to more than that value, here 
i, delllonstration that that ,'essel has been pursuing a legitimate and whole­
SOliit' trade; and ~o if a house largely engaged in the African trade import 
('on,i(lernble quantities of African produce, it \vill be a clear indication that 
tlll'ir gelwral trade is a lawful one. If, on the other hand, the ship bring home 
larg<' quar,tities of doubloons and dollars, in which the slave dealers generally 
mllke tllt'ir payments, it Illay be inferred that such return are the produce of 
dealings with slaw traders. But we fed bound to say, that we do not believe 
that such returns are by any means frequent, and further, we take the liberty 
of 'tating our decided opinion that Dr. Madden ha adopted his view far too 
hasti ly Oil tIll ' portion of his subject. The recommendations which Dr. ilIad­
tit'll oif,'rs, we beg leave to state generally, fall in with our com;ction of what 
is \\Hnting on the Gold Coast; anti we should be disposed to augur much good 
if I kr "Ilajcsty's GowrnmC'nt should determine on affording the settlements 
1111>1'" cxtl'lllkd means for internal improvements and increase of trade." 'Vith 
that lett,'r \\"l'rt' enclosed sC"cral documents: No.1 is a copy of what is always 
pllt at the Iwad of an invoice of goods: "Invoice of goods of merchandize 
hippt'll by "T. B. Hutton & Son~, on board of their schooner Guineaman, 

(, \\ . Brl'",,'r, cOlllmander, bound on a trading voyage to the 'Vest Coast of 
\frk , "nlll'on~i~ned to the care of the said G. "-. Brewer, to be there bar­
tt d an. I " t'han"cd for the produce of the said coast, to be remitted to the 
1'1PI" \ in London, for and on tlwir account and risk." Then follow two 
Ir thr~e " tracts from letters of instructions. One is dated so far back as 

I h, 20th uf \u"ust 1l'!:.l9. The paragraph extracted is the following: "It is 
n. , . r) thnt ) nt. do not, for any consideration, han' an) dealings, u'ansae­
tlt'll , ur "oulllllmicatiom; with an)' slave-trading ye sels whateYer, in the ri,'er 
or' ('l,,', h.-n ·, un Ie" you be called upon to exercbe any act of common 
hill .. nit) 'I'll,' direct or indirect dealing in ~laYes is made felony by the laws 
of I'n~1 lillI, ntltl ) uu llIU,t ayoid eye1'),thing connected with that trnflic as you 
'''lllid tIll' t1l'urllic.t "nrm)," The nl'"t extract I haye giyen is to Richard 
11".1 ), dat,,(\ J), c"lIIb"r 1 :?th, 1 f;:l:.l: " It is neces,ary that you do not, upon 

,,)11 itirratwlI \\ .Hlt,"-er, haH; uny d,'uliug>' with sla\'e'trading vessels, as 
.hr rt or indirtct traffic wllh ,lan no,s,,]' b a seriou. crime in the laws of 
111 I, \,,\ l.lUlI,hable as f!'lony." ,\gain, to Georg;e Brewer, dated Sep-

t I lcr ':?, I ''';j .. It ,,'l'llIs unn"ce"ar) to caution )-OU to be on your guard, 
an \ 'oid t'olllmuuications "itll sla\t·,trading n'",els." I ou!;ht, perhaps, here 

tT' e, th:lt in' ,dill";; a !!:,Iod many ,-e>seb dlU'ing the) l'ar to the ('0u! t of 
f .. nn<l it incom 'l'ent t,l bl' continually rcpeuting the same thin!: on 
I'n Ol'ca ,'nalh some f those r.-mark· bc.:ame omitted; we tll<'re-
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~ore, ab.out ~ix or. seven y~ars ago, ad~pted the plan of having a book of 
mstructlOns, m whICh all thlDgs of that kmd have been noticed to every com­
mander of a ves~el ; and that book ~as placed on board the ship, and, except 
when she came mto harbour, was never taken out of it; so that the bopk of 
general instructions was always on board. In that book was the following 
pru.·agI·ll;ph: "Recollec~ that you are neve! concerned in slave trading, as such 
IS a serIOus offence agamst the laws of thIS country, as well as having dealings 
with slave traders." Then to that letter we received a reply from the Colonial 
Office, stating that it ought to have been addressed to your Lordship. I an­
swered Mr. Hope, in reply, stating that in the situation in which I was placed 
as one of the committee for conducting the Gold Coast, I felt an explanation 
due to the Colonial Department. Lord Stanley, however, seemed to desire 
that the explanation should be given to the Committee. 

3736. Did the prohibition of your captains to deal with slave dealers extend 
to dealing with slave-trading factories on shore ?- Recently slave-trading fac­
tories have been made the subject of remark, and we have been a little more 
particular in our instructions. 

3737. Will you explain what you understru.Jd by a slave-trading factory /­
A person settled on the coast, who collects slaves and ships them. 

3738. Does the person who conducts the slave-trading factory also deal in 
lawful merchandize /- There may be cases in which he does. 

3739. Mr. W. Patten.] What sort of persons are usually placed over those 
slave-trading factories to conduct the business of the factory ?- I am not able 
to answer that question . 

. 3740. Chainnan.] You do not know whether they are Europ~ns or black 
men ?-Europeans generally; Portuguese and Spaniards. We have been more 
particular in the instructions to such of our trading masters as were likely to 
be much in the neighbourhood of the slave-trading factories. This is an 
extract from a letter written to Captain Jackson, now on the coast; it was 
given to him on the 8th of Mru.·ch 1840: "You are fully aware that having any 
communications with the slave trade or dealers is against the laws of England, 
and would be treated as such, by any of Her Majesty'S cruisers on the coast 
detecting anyone in the least way implicated in it, either by selling goods or 
otherwise; and that you may be quite alive to the correctness of the sru.ne, we 
have furnished you with an extract from the late Act of Parliru.nent." The 
extract is tbe lOth section ofthe 5th of Geo. 4, c. 113, called the Sla,e Consolida­
tion Act, and is as follows: " And be it further enacted, tl1at if any person shall 
deal or trade in, sell, bru.·ter, transfer, or contract for the dealing or trading 
in, purchase, sale, barter, or transfer of slaves or persons intended to be dealt 
~vith as slaves, or shall in any manner engage or contract to engage, directly or 
indirectly, therein as a pru.·tner, agent, or otherwise, or shall knowingly and wil­
fully ship, transhjp, lade, or receive, or put on boru.·d, or contract for the ship­
ping, transhipping, lading, receiving, or putting on board of any ship, vessel, 
or boat, money, goods, or effects, to be employed in accomplishing any of the 
objects, or the contracts in relation to tlle objects, which objects and contracts 
have hereinbefore been declared unlawful; then and in every such case the 
person so offending shall be and ru.·e hereby declru.·ed to be felons, aJ.1d shall be 
transported beyond the seas for a term not ex.ceeding 14 years." I beg to state 
that the last thing that I ever expected was, that I should ha,'e to make tlUs 
e~ .. planation before a Committee of the House of Commons; bnt I hope that I 
shall have succeeded in satisfying this Committee that some care has been taken 
by my firm to restrict our connexions with the coast of Mrica to lawful tr~de. 

3741. You conceive it impossible for a merchant to be aware of the ultlIDllte 
purposes to which the goods which he sells in e..'(change for produce on the 
coast of Africa may be applied ?-It is certainly impossible for a merchant who 
ships goods, either on a trading voyage or by consignment to a cOn"espondent, 
to be aware of the ultimate purposes to which the goods he se~ds mar be 
applied. All that the merchant in Loudon can do is, to give s';lch illstru~tions 
as shall put the parties to whom he sends those goods on thCll· guard m the 
disposal of them. 

374 2 • Should you pcrmit 01" recommend a captain of yours to .go to trade 
with a place which had no settlement but for the purpose of bemg a lave 
factory I-Certainly not. 

3743. Or to trade with a person who was known to have no other occupa­
tion than that of conductin .... a slavc factory I-No, certru.nly not: t1wy mny do 
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it without instructions. 'When a man is on the coast of Africa, he goes there 
to rlispose of a certain portion of goods entrusted to him, and he may be placed 
in a ituation where it is difficult to get rid of them; and when a man is in 
such a climate as that of Africa, of course he is anxious to wind up his adven­
ture, and to get home as soon as he can, and he may be induced to part with 
a portion of his cal'l!;o to such an individual . 

3744. You would not con ider such an act within the range of your instruc­
tions ?-·I should consider it contrary to our intentions, and therefore against 
the tenor of our instruction . 

3745. Mr. W. Patten.] Would one of your captain consider himself obliged 
to decline to enter into a contract with a person whom he knew to be the 
super intendent of one of tho e slave factories?- I have known case where 
captain have declined to do so. 

3746. Knowing simply that the party was the uperintendent of a slave 
factory ?-Lnder the impression that uch dealings were contrary to law. 

3747 . Chairman. ] On the ground that the person he was to deal with was 
engaged solely in the slave trade ?-Ye . 

3748. Is it your opinion that the slave-trade factories could not sub i t with­
out the supplie they l' ceiye through our mer chant ve sels I-They would get 
'upl'lics from other quarters, as they do in fact. 

3749. What do you con ider t o be the a istance which they derh-e from the 
ml-rchants at the Briti h ettlements on the coast, to which Dr . Madden alludes I 
- I prt'sull1e that he alludes to such cases as that of the Do Amigos. But I 
think Huch Cn!ies are rare; I do not think they are by any mean of frequent 
()r(·urr~nc(> . 

.3 7 , 1). )" ou consider, therefore, that any argument derived from the few acci­
dental cast's in which in the course of trade such assistance may have been 
given, is , cry inapplicable t o the great bulk of the trader-Yes. 

375 1. And is contrary to the inten tions of the merchants engaged in the 
trarle ?-Contrary to the intentions of the merchant in the trade generally. 

3752 . Vi~count Ebring ton.] They are exception to the general rule ?-I 
think they are. , 

3753. Mr. TV. P atten.] Do your captains make to your house any detailed 
report of the manner in which they have conducted their adventures, upon 
their r eturn home I-Amore or less detailed one, but it relates chiefly to the 
c;oods ~old, and the produce taken in exchange; not to any particular occur­
r ences or to the particular individuals " ith whom they have had dealings. 

3i.;.\. They' do not make reports to you of every individual they deal with, 
hut of the I!;£'n£'ral result ?-Yes, of the general result only. 

3iS.'1. 1\lr.llamiltoll.] Do they state the places at which they touch I-We 
can ,,,certnin that from the log-book . 

.li 50 Chairman.] You have not bcen to the coast of Africa yourself'­
l\'~H~r . 

.3 757 Mr . Forster .] You commence your letter of defence to Lord Stanley, 
h) IhL paragraph: "Though we might offer some opinion as to the concern 
01 nl ht'Th, our pre8f'nt object is only to clt'ar ourselves from the imputations 
..,"1\ "yed in these paragraphs, and we have no apprehension but that we hall 
,I .. 0 thornu)l;hly to your Lord,hip's satisfaction;" do you mean to conyer by 
tl " l'" ra!\"mph any imputation, or do you mean 10 insinuate that if you did 
off, I 1111 opinion on the conct'rns of otherti, you could proye that the charge of 
P I. "\ [",hkn were correct '_1 haw stated that I think Dr. ~Iadden's conclu­
-hln \"I' h:l-til) rlrawn, and that the general transactions of the trade, taken 
a~ " "hoI.. an' In\\ ful and legitimate. 

3i , ~ Then "hat is it you mean by saying, " Though we might offer some 
lll'iniun a' 10 Ila' conCI' rn' of others " ?-1 stated further, that as regards what 
pn)(ltll'" t Ill ,hips brin!!,' home, inferences may be drawn . 

3i,)<1. 1 Ull did not mean to convey any imputation upon others by that 
n 'marl-. :-1 did not mean to conve) anr imputation upon anyone. 

371'". "\ IlU c;nH' in, anne. I'd to that k tter , an eJ..tract from the book of 
[,<,n"r,11 in,tructions plnc('? on ?oard E'~ch 'T>sel; do you mean to say that 
Ihat ,' ,Ir.let "p, II1durledm thl' lD,tructlOns of all your captains ?-"'ithin the 
la t Ii" or slJ.. Cat, it ha, h('t'n 1 oh'~rved that we had [ouml inconvenience in 
continuall . rl'j1E'atin~ the sam(' in,truclion" and that occasionnlly r emarks of 
I elll· t al nature became omitted ; and thereiore, in order that those remarks 
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which we thought it important that every captain should receive, might not be 
omitted, we embodied them in a book. 

3i61 . At what period did you commence that rule ?- As near as I can 
remember, the latter end of the year 1837, or probably January 1838. 

3762. Can you produce that book I-Yes, 1 can (p1'()dNcing the same). It is 
made a pretty large book that it may not be kicked into any hole or corner . 
. 3763. Mr. Evans.] Is your trade chiefly barter i-Entirely barter. 

3764. Mr. F01'Ster.] Have you ever forbidden any of your captains to trade 
with any particular inclividuals carryiug on business on the coast of Africa, on 
account of their being suspected of having dealings iu the slave trade ?- I have 
not found it necessary to give written instructions upon that subject, because 
we have never had any dealings of any regular continuance. 

376.5. Dr. Madden accuses your captains of having had dealings with slavers; 
have such transactions occurred ?--1 say that such transactions may have 
occurred, but they have occurred contrary to our general instructions; and as 
far as reasonable care can be taken, we take that reasonable care, for the pre­
vention of transactions which shall have any tendency to aid or abet the slave 
trade. 

:3766. Wlmt do you mean by aiding or abetting the slave trade I-It admits 
of large interpretation. A man who sells goods to a party who deals in slaves, 
may be said to aid and abet the slave trade by selling him those goods, because 
the goods may be wanted for the purchase of slaves. 

3767 . Would you consider a legitimate transaction in trade with a person 
suspecteJ of being engaged in the slave trade as well as in legitimate trade, 
aiding and abetting the slave trade I-I think so, or it might be with a person 
suspected. 

3768. From your connexion of 30 years with the coast of Africa, do you not 
know that every native and foreign trader on that coast is directly or indirectly 
connected with the slave trade I-I do not know any such thing. 

3769- Are you not aware that slavery is general throughout the whole of that 
country?-Not the transportation of slaves. In talking of the slave trade, I 
al~ude simply to the purchase of slaves by an European at a slave factory, and 
tbe exportation of the slaves; but if you speak of every party connected with 
the slave trade, every black man in Africa is, more or less, concerned in the 
slave trade, because be is at liberty to buy or sell a slave. 

3770. Are not you awm'e that King Peppel, in Bonny, has been for many 
years one of the most notorious of the slave dealers on the coast of Africa 1-
He is generally known as having been an extensive slave dealer. 

3771. Axe you aware that the whole of the Liverpool captains of vessels have 
paid tribute to that man, and carried on dealings in the river under his sanc­
tion for many years ?-There is no doubt about that. 

3772. Then, according to your version of the meaning of the words" aiding 
mId abetting the slave trade," do you con ider that those Liverpool houses and 
captains have been aiding and abetting the slave trade by those transactions I 
-No, 1 do not, not by paying tribute to King Peppel. 

37i3. You yourself have cm'ried on trade in the Bonny ?-I have. 
37i4. Are you not awru'e that one of the first transactions of the captains, 

before opening the trade, is to pay what is called the customs to Kiug Peppel? 
-Yes. 

37i.5. Are you not nware that unless tho e customs were paid, the vessels 
could have obtained no oil I-That is true. 

37i6. Your connexion with Africa, till very lately, has been chiefly confined 
to the floating trade on the Gold Coast 1-'1'he Gold Coast and the leeward and 
windward trade that is, the trade to the eastward and westward of Cape Coast. 

3777. Are y;u awar c whether the number of foreign vessels in the floating 
trade has gl'eatly increased oflatc years I -1 have some information upon that 
point, which I shall be glad to lay hefore the Committee. . 

377 8. Chainnan.] How do you distingui h between the floatm~ trade and 
the other trade i-The floating trade is carried on by a vessel that I' sen~ from 
London or Liverpool, or Bristol, with a cargo on board, and the cargo IS sold 
by the master from the vessel in different places off the co~t. IIIay I be 
allowed to state generally, as nn answer to some of. ~e questions that h~ve 
been recently put, that we can ider therc is a gl'eat difference betwcen dealm.g 
wilh a black trader, a native of Africa, and au European. If the European 18 
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a dealer in laves, we call that the la\"e trade; but we do not draw the same dis­
tinction between a slave trader and a legitimate trader as re"o-ards the black man. 

3779· Sir T. D. Acland.] Would it be easy to do so ?-It would be impos ible. 
37~0. Viscount EbriJlgtOll .] Not even wbere the black trader i implicated in 

the exportation of lave ?-It would be impossible to draw the distinction 
generally. 

37RI. Chairman.] You consider that the European slave dealer is more 
solely devoted to the trade in slave, and that the black lave trader mixe ' up 
the trade with other things ?-King Peppel, who ha been mentioned. though 
a large slave trader, is al 0 a very large legitimate trader. He supplies all the 
ships that frequent his rin'r with the oil-he and his subjects; but if there are 
foreign slave- trading vcssel in the river, he does not prohibit his subjects, or 
resh'uin him~elf from supplying slave to tho e ve sels. But it is with regard 
to tlw masters of those vessels, tbat we put the interdict upon Our captain that 
ther arc not to supply them. That is our interpretation of " slal'e trader," in 
contradhtinction to 'uch a man as King Peppel. 

3782. Mr. JIamilton. ] They might get the same supplies from other mer­
chant~ I-Yes; but they would have to pay their profit. 

3783. Sir T. D. Ac/and.] In which class do you place De Souza ?-De Souza 
b generally known as a slave trader exclusively. 

37 R4· CJ.ail'man.] Or Mr. Canot ?-I know very little about Canot; I believe 
he is a deal .. r in produce as well a in laves. 

3iR). Ir. Forster.] Are you aware that there are many black traders who 
haH' hefn e),tensively engaged in e"portine; slave from the coast of Africa i­
T (t.) not hno" any black trader ' whom I can speak of as extensively engaged 
III nportin~ slat'c" except Peppel. 

3/~6. \ou carryon trade through YOll" agent, Mr.lIIarmon, at Popo r-Yes, 
we do. 

3iR7. Do you know a trad<"r there of the name of Lawson ?-The only 
kn,m kdge I have of him i ' by name; I know no more of him than I do of 
King Peppel. 

37S~. Are you not aware that he is a person who has been extensively 
engu!!,"ed in tIlE' export trade in lave ?-I should doubt that ; he is only 
charged hy Dr. Madden with dabbling in them. 

37,'9. At page 17, in Dr. Madden's Report, he says: "A British trader, 
a man of colour, ,yho ha an e tablishment at Accra, has one likewise at Little 
Popo, where he i known to dabble in thi trade. Thi man was an agent of 
a mercantile hou e in London, and information reached me of his having em­
bnrkl"d for Popo, some time ago, in the neighbourhood of St. Paul's, a number 
of .. /ave, on board a British ves el then under discharge. On visiting tbis part 
of t hl' coast, in Her Majesty's ship Wol.erine, on my way to Prince's Island, 
"t' found at Great Popo a British subject of colour, holding a factory, from 
"hich Captain Tucker had information he had lately shipped a cargo of slaves. 
"llih' at anchor off the shore, Captain Tucker addressed a letter to him on the 
. uhj.,!'t, informing him of the report he had heard, and giving him to under­
stand, that on auy r('petition of hi. illegal proc<"edings, he would destroy his 
j',,·ton, Ilnd can') himself to Sierra Leone. He returned a submis ive, and I 
I1\U,t (HId a yery propcr answer, not d':'llying the transaction alluded to, but 
proml Ill!!; faithfully in future to ab~tain from <'xporting slave'." Can you form 
11\ opinion ll.' to \\ ho is meant b) this paragraph in Dr. Madden's Report /­
I 11111 t tkdnre that I do not know. 

3,' , 11,) you know of llll)' British trader, a man of colour, who has an 
.. ·,,(abli hn1t"nt Ilt .\ ecra, and one also at Popo ?-No, I do not. 

,> 7<1 " I ,not your agent, ?IIr. Marmon, an establishment at ccra, and one 
abo at p,)PO "\ C', he ha.', but he i~ not a man of colour. 

:1,112, Is lint he H'rr dark ?-He may be sunburnt; every man who is there 
lone: is "'ry dark, but hc i' an Engli"hman. I knew his father ,'ery well 
nn ,..If Hr. :\latltlen do,", not mean to allude to :\lr. :\Iarmoll . 

. 3,<]:;. 11a\<'} ou any hlea to WhOUl he means to ollude I-I do not know to 
\\ hnlll h~ ,,11m!, : 1 wa.' puzzlt ,1 \\ hen I read it. 

3,0) I· nn 011 kn< \Y of an} 1','r"ol1 h.IYing an e~tablishlllent at .lccra alld one 
a[ I'''po nb". ":'ooCt'pt rour a£(cnt :lIr. :lfarlllon l-I do not know who mar ha\·c 
",·t,lbli,hnH'nts there; I know that :lIr .• I.,rmon hu an (,tablishment at Accra, 
alHl thnt 11 ' ~.\. a considerable quantit) of oil from Pupo. There Ulay be hollf 
a tim.m indi\iduals that mar haye establi.hment at Accra and at Popo . 

. 3" . . 1': E _ 170; Did 

JV. JI. Hulto", 
Esq. 




