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2847. Do you know in what way the site was chosen ?—It was originally taken
possession of by an officer and a party of the African Corps, sent to the Gambia
to seize some slave vessels which were in the river, and tha.Bﬂicgr who went there
fixed on St. Mary’s as a military post; and it was not supposed at that time thatit
ever would become a commercial settlement. The detachment remained upon the
island for some time, and in 1816, when Goree and Senegal were given up to the
French, the British merchants went one by one to St. Mary’s, taking advantage
of the protection of the detachment that was there, and built themselves wattled
houses thatched with grass ; when they found trade beginning to increase, and then
they commenced one by one building themselves very comfortable stone houses,
some of them very expensive.

2848. You have no reason to think that a better choice of a site could be

made ?—I do not know any better in the neighbourhood. I see that Dr. Madden

recommends in preference Barra Point and Cape St. Mary’s. Barra Point is itself

dry, being a rock, but round it is swampy and low ; there is no anchorage near it,
and there is danger in landing with boats. Cape St. Mary’s is still worse, because
there is no water near it for a great distance; Cape St. Mary’s may be very
healthy because it stands high, but there is neither anchorage near it, nor is there
any water to be got within a considerable distapce, nor is there good landing
near the place.

2849. Is the coast one much exposed to wind, so that good anchorage is of
great importance >—Certainly ; the tornadoes are very severe upon the coast.

2850. Do the tornadoes blow off shore, or on shore >—Off shore.

2851. Then they are not so dangerous as if they blew on shore?>—No, I do
not SUPPOSC tlley are.

2852. Will you state the increase which took place in the settlement during
your connexion with it =—1In 1816 there was nothing collected ; in 1817 the duties
colleeted on imports amounted to 283 /.

2853. Can you state of what nature the duties were >—There was two per cent.
ad walorem on British goods imported, and I think six per cent. on foreign. In
1818 there was 1,754 L. collected ; in 1819 there was 1,744 /. collected ; in 1820
there was 2,073 (. collected; in 1821 there was 2,622/, collected ; in 1822 there
was 3,532 (. collected ; in 1823 there was 3,173 L. collected; in 1824 there was
2,529 /. collected ; in 1825 there was 3,013 [. collected. I have not a statement
further; but I am of opinion that the imports have been increasing since.

2854. Have you read Dr. Madden’s Report, bearing upon the Gambia?—
1 have.

2855. Are there any points in it on which you wish to make observations ?—
Dr. Madden states in his report that Barra Point is low and swampy ; and he also
states that it would be an admirable situation for a commercial settlement.

2856. Mr. Mitcalfe.] Do you agree in that opinion 7—Decidedly not.

2857. Mr. Forster.] Do you differ equally with him as respects Cape St.
Mary’s P—Equally ; I'differ entirely with him as to Cape St. Mary’s.

2858. If the troops were removed to either of those points, would the buildings
and stores at the Isle of St. Mary’s be safe, or would you consider it necessary
that the houses and stores of the merchants should follow the troops ?—Decidedly ;
there would be no protection for them otherwise; you might as well have the
troops at Blackheath as have them there, for any protection they could render to
the merchants at St. Mary's.

2850. Chairman.] Have you any acquaintance with the effects which increased
commercial intercourse with the English merchants have produced upon the
labits or comforts of the African population >—I think it has had a very good
effect, as the natives have become more industrious. \

2860, Have you any facts to state in proof of that; have you seen any increased
comfort in their houses, or in their dress?—In their dress, most decidedly. At
the Gambias, when 1 first went there, if they had to come over to make
palaver,” as they called it, they would have to go 20 or 30 miles to borrow a (;lonk
to put on; and before I left they were all comfortably covered with good
clothing.

2861. Did the slave trade increase or diminish during your connexion with the
Gambia; was there any slave trade carried on in the immediate neighbourh_ood
during your residence there?—Yes, there was a good deal carvied ou in' the neigh=
bourhood by the Prench, the Portuguese, and the Spaniards.

2862. Did
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+ 2862. Did it increase or diminish during your residence there’—1I thiok it was
upon the decrease. :
- 2863. Did you perceive any effect of the British trade upon the slave trade,
one way or the other >—I should think that it had some effect upon the slave
trade; inasmuch as the chiefs being supplied with British goods, would not dispose
of their slaves. :

2864. You mean in consequence of their being able to get goods in exchange
for the products of the country #—Yes ; they thea were not inclined to dispose of
their slaves, and in that respect I think it had some effect upoa the slave trade.

2865. Did you see that effect produced in any way in the neighbourhood >—
I did not see it immediately in the neighbourhood, as there was no slave trade
there, but I am aware that is the case in the rivers.

2866. You know that to be the fact >—I know it to be the fact. AT

2867. You mean that districts that used to furnish slaves had ceased to do so,
in consequence of their being able to procure goods from the British merchants by
barter -—Yes, in exchange for produce.

2868. Mr. Forster.] During the period of your service as Governor at the
Gambia, was there a trade carried on with the Portuguese at the rivers and the
settlements to leeward of your position there *—Yes.

2869. Did you feel it to be your duty, and was it your policy, to encourage and
promote the trade with those settlements ?—Certainly, 1 considered it my duty to
encourage the trade and to protect the merchants interested, as far as lay in my
power.

2870. At the same time, were you not aware that theslave trade was carriedson
at those rivers and at those settlements, as far as they had the power of carrying it
on at that time >—1I was perfectly aware of it.
~2871. Did you receive any orders from Downing-street to forbid the merchaats
at Gambia from supplying those slave trading factories with goods >—None at all.

2872. Dr. Madden speaks in his report of the drainage of the streets of St.
Mary’s; have you any observations to make upon that subject >—That part of
the island of St. Mary’s on which the town of Bathurst is situated is perfectly
capable of being drained and kept dry during the rainy season, if proper attention
is paid to the embankment and the drainage. a

2873. Dr. Madden says, on the authority of Mr. Missionary Fox, thatit is
by no means uncommon, in the rainy season, to see the natives travelling in canoes
from house to house in the streets ?—I think the reverend gentleman must have
made a very great mistake, for I never saw anything of the kind during my
residence in St. Mary's.

2874. Chairman.] Do you conceive it, from the level, to have been impossible ?
—I think it is impossible 5 I think no such thing ever took place.

2875. Mr. Forster.] You mean if the drainage and embankments were properly
attended to?—VYes.

2876. Dr. Madden alludes to the embankments having given way in 1837 ;
can you state when they were made>—They were made in 1824, with very great
exertion, after finding out the best place to put them ; canals were cut and sluice-
gates put in the embankments. In a short time a road was made fit for a gig to
run over, where before a man€ould not have walked.

2877. Chairman.] I the water is kept out by embankment, then without the
embankment the tide would cause inundation—The tide flows up in the centre
of the island.

2878. Might not therefore a defect in the embankment have produced the cir-
camstance that Mr, Fox alludes to?—It could not have produced that in the
streets.

2870. Do you mean that the streets are above the level of any high tide ?—
Yes, sufficiently so to prevent a canoe from floating in them.

2880. Supposing the embankments were neglected, might that circumstance
have happened 2—No; if the tide had broken in I do not think it is possible. that
canoes could have gone in the streets of St. Mary.

2881. Are the streets above the level of the bighest tides *—Yes, they are.

2882. Mr. Wilson Patten.] What is the object of the embankment?—To keep
the parts dry where the tide would flow up.

2883. What is the height of the embankment :—The centre of the island is
lower than high water, and the embankment and ridges at each side of the island
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are above the level of high water ; the embankment is taken along on a level across
from one side to the other of the ridges at the water-side,

2884. Is the top of the embankment higher than the level of the street ?—Yes,

2885. Have you ever seen the water come nearly to the top of the embank-
ment outside>—No, not to the top of the embankment.

2886. Noteven in great floods and storms >—No.

2887. Mr. Stuart Wortley.] Are those embankments upon the edges of the
streets ?—No ; the embankment goes right across the island, a considerable way
from where the town is built.

2888. There is none in the town >—No. . \

2889. Mr. G. /7. Wood.] Are the embankments higher than necessary for
keeping out the sea —Not higher than necessary.

2890. Mr. Forster.] Were you in the Gambia when the French took posses-
sion of the post of Albredar in 1819 ?—Yes.

2891. Were you of opinion then, and are you of opinion now, that the French
had no claim to that settlement >—That was my opinion then, and it is my opinion
still, that they had no right to that settlement.

2892. Mr. G. V. IWoeod.] Upon what do you found that opinion >—According
to the treaty of 1783.

2893. Mr. Forster.] Did not you consider it a serious injury to the British trade
in the Gambia; and did you, during your government, take any measures to
exclude them from it >—I considered it a very serious injury to the merchants of
the Gambia, and T prevented them from going up there for seven months, till it was
decided by the Government at home.

2893*. During your government at the Gambia and Sierra Leone, from 1823
to 1833, was your attention ever drawn by the Colonial Office to the Act of the
5th of George the Fourth, passed in 1824 ; and were you ever directed to prevent
British traders from having commercial dealings with slave factories on the coast,
as being contrary to that Act >—No.

2894. Supposing that while you were encouraging the British trade to the
Gambia with the Portuguese settlements at Bissao and at Cassamanza, a
Colonial Office commissioner or a member of the African Civilization Society had
looked in there for a few days, and told you you were acting as ““a helpmate of
the slave dealers,” what reply would you have made to such an accusation >—
I am pot exactly aware what reply I might have made at the time, but I think he
would not have gota very civil answer ; nor would his observation have altered my
policy in any way whatever as to the encouragement of the British merchants.

2895. Is it within your knowledge that an individual who had failed in busi-
ness, in connexion with the settlement of the Gambia, was subsequently appointed
as Lieutenant-governor of that settlement?—Yes; I am aware of an individual
who was a merchant at the Gambia, and failed there, and who was afterwards
appointed Lieutenant-governor of the Gambia.

2896. How do you know that ?—He called upon me, and showed his letter of
appointment.

2897. Did he take possession of the government ?—No.

2898. Do you know the reason why he did not?—I believe the merchants
immediately connected with the affairs of the Gambia had a meeting, and they
remonstrated with Lord Glenelg, and the appointment was cancelled.

2899. Mr. Milnes.] Do you think that the Government at home, who appointed
him Lieutenant-governor, knew that he had failed there?—I am nct aware that
they did.

2000. As matter of time, could they have known it?—They could have known
it, I suppose.

2901. Mr. G. V. Wood.] Tn what year was this individual appointed >—I think
it was in 1838 ; I am not exactly certain what year it was in.

2902. What was the year of his failure in business —1I think in 1822 ar 1823,

2003. Mr. Milnes.] What had he been doing in the meantime?—I cannot
tell what he had been doing ; he was in England, and I was in Africa.

2004. Mr. Forster.] Is it not within your knowledge that another individual,
who had served as a clerk in a store at that settlement, was subsequently
appointed Lieutenant-governor of the Gambia 7—Yes, I knew & person that was.

2905. How did you know it 7—He called upon me also, and showed me his
letter of appointment,

2000, Are
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- 2006. Are you not aware also that there were several merchants, with one of
whom he bad served as clerk, residing at the Gambia at that time >—Yes.

2007. Chairman.] Was any remonstrance made upon that occasion by the
merchants against that appointment —I understood so.

2908. Was the appointment cancelled >—Yes.

2000. Mr. Wilson Patten.] What length of time had elapsed between the time
when he was serving in that store and the time when he got this appointment ?—
A great many years.

2910. How many?—TI think the time I knew bim in the store was in 1822,
and I think his appointment to the government of the Gambia was subsequent to
the one I mentioned before.

2011. Subsequently to 1838 ?>—In that year, a very short time after the other.

2012. Chairman.] What situations had he filled in the interval >—After he went
from the Gambia he went to Sierra Leone, and I believe he kept a retail store
there some time ; then he got to be a volunteer in the African Corps, and he sub-
sequently got a commission in the regiment ; he afterwards left that regiment and
went to India, and afterwards, I think, he was in the 22d regiment, and sold out.

2013. What rank had he reached in the service before he sold out?—Captain.

2014. What situation had the other gentleman who had failed at the Gambia
filled previously to his appointment?—I did not know him in any situation, but
as a merchant.

2015. Had he continued a merchant after his failure?—I do not know ; he left
the coast of Africa; I am not aware how he was employed afterwards.

2016. You do not know what station he was filling in life at the time the
appointment was made >—No. )

2917. Mr. Vilson Patten.] Do you happen to know what the nature of the
remonstrance to the Colonial Office was in either case >—No, I do not know what
the nature of the remonstrance was.

2018. Mr. Forster.] Can you give any further information to the Committee
relating to those appointments ?—No further.

2019. Chairman.] What was the appointment that was shown to you ?—Lord
Glenelg's letter notifying to him that he was appointed to the government of the
Gambia.

2920. What was the age of the gentleman who was first appointed P—I
suppose upwards of 50 ; I should take bim to be as old as I am myself.

2921. What was the age of the second gentleman appointed >—I should think
40 or upwards.

2022. Mr. Milnes.] Are both those gentlemen alive now ?—1I believe so.

2923. Mr. Forster.] Will you state to the Committee your opinion of Dr.
Madden's report on Sierra Leone and the Gambia ?—I think Dr. Madden has
given a great deal of mis-statement; I have read Sir Henry Huntley's observations
upon Dr. Madden’s Report ; I see he has contradicted him in'almost every para-

aph of his Report ; I fully agree with Sir Henry Huntley ; I believe every word
gr Henry has stated to be correct.

2924. And with reference to Sierra Leone, have you read Sir Richard Doherty’s
observations upon that report?—I am of the same opinion with respect to Sir
Richard Doherty’s observations upon the Report as to Sierra Leone.

2025. Have you read a copy of a memorial addressed to Lord Stanley by the
merchants and traders of Gambia, dated the 11th of March last >—I have.

2026. From your long experience at the Gambia, do you approve of the state-
ments in that memorial, and do you approve of the prayer of it ?—1I believe the
statements in that memorial are perfectly correct, and I am of opinion that the

merchants and inhabitants of the Gambia have great reason to complain, I also -

approve of the prayer of the petition, and I hope the merchants may get what
they have petitioned for.

2927. Amongst other things, the memorialists pray that the settlement may
be made independent of Sierra Leone ; what is your opinion upon that subject ?—
I think it would be a very great advantage to the settlement if it were so.

2028. In the event of the settlement being made independent of Sierra Leone,
what alteration would you deem necessary in the present form of government '—
They have already got a governor and secretary, and Queen’s advocate ; I do not
see anything further they want than a chief justice with a council, to enable them
to enact laws and regulations for commerce and for the administration of justice
1 the settlement. i
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2920. Up to this time they have been dependent upon Sierra Leone for such
enactments ?— Yes. Sl :

2930. Governor Doherty suggests the appointment of a Governor-in-chief for
the whole of those settlements upon the West Coast of Africa, including St.
Helena ; what is your opinion upon that subject “—I do not thiuk it would answer.

2031. Why not ?—For this reason: 1 think that it is too extensive a com-
mand, and I am of opinion that if St. Helena were included, the*Governor would
spend very little of his time upon the coast of Africa, particularly in the rainy
season ; besides, T think it would lower the authority of the resident governers.
There must be a resident governor or commandant at each settlement, and it would
lower his authority with the inhabitants, and also with the natives in the neigh-
bourhood ; when they knew that there was a superior officer to come roand occa-
sionally, his authority would not be much attended to. k

2032. Mr. W. Patten.] That is the reason why you also think that the settle-
ments should be independent one of another ?—Yes.

2033. Mr. Aldam.] Are the communications of Sierra Leone and of Gambia
with England, or with each other, more frequent ?—They communicate direct to
England.

2934. Do they communicate direct with England more frequently than with
each other >—Yes.

2935. Mr. Forster.] When you were Governor at Sierra Leone that settlement
had been established about 40 years, and the settlement of Gambia about 15 years;
which of them do you think was most advanced in commercial prosperity ?—
Gambia, most decidedly.

2036. Chairman.] Do you speak from a comparison of the amount of trade
carried on from the respective settlements 7 —Yes.

2037. The exports and imports were greater from the Gambia than they were
from Sierra Leone -—I«think so ; certainly so in proportion to the number of the
population ; the population of the Gambia is very small in comparison to that of
Sierra Leone, and I am inclined to think that in the gross amount it is more.

2038. Have you looked at the returns ?—1I cannot say that I have.

2039. Mr. Forster.] Is not the trade actually belonging to the settlement of
Sierra Leone, properly so considered, very small /—Very small.

2040. There is a considerable timber trade >—Yes, a very extensive timber trade.

2941. Might notthat timber trade be carried on independently of Sierra Leone?
—I do not know that it could.

2042. Might not ships go and load there and bring away timber if there were
no settlement there 7—Yes, they might go into the river and load if there were
no settlement.

2943. That timber is grown and shipped beyond the limits of the settlement ?—
Yes.

2944. Chairman.] Are the exports of the Gambia also produced beyond the
English settlement of St. Mary’s>—Yes ; they are collected in the neighbouring
rivers ; there is very little produced within the settlement.

2945. Then, in that respect, Sierra Leone and the settlement on the Gambia
stand on the same footing >—On the same footing, certainly.

2046. It is not in either case the produce of the British settlement which
affords the exports?—No; there is very little indeed, either at Sierra Leone or
at the Gambia, within the limits of the settlement.

2047. Butyou conceive the existence of the two settlements of great importance
for the commereial interests of both places ?— Yes. %

2048. Mr. Forster.] At which of the settlements do you conceive the British
influence extends furthest into the interior ?—1I think in the Gambia. (it

2049. By the river ?—By the river our influence extends a great distance into
the country, and over the Trazar Moors. y

2050. At the time you were Governor was there a considerable trade cgrrlgd on
at Sierra Leone with the neighbouring slave fuctories of Sherbro’ and Gallinas 2
—Yes.

2051. Was there a free communication with those places, with your approbation
and protection ?—VYes. |

2052. Chairman.] Can you explain what the nature of the intercourse was ?—
Commercial intercourse.

2953. You mean that goods were carried from Sierra Leone to the slave factories
in the neighbourhood ¥ —Yes, and bartered for produce. !

2054. Carried
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- 120954. Carried by the agents of English merchants >—By the inhabitants ; many
of the mulatto people trade there ; ll]ey have boats and canoces of their own, and
they carry British merchandise from the colong, and they go to those rivers and
collect the produce of the country in exchange for British goods.

. 2955- Did you look upon that intercourse as feeding the slave trade >—No,
I rather looked upon it as suppressing the slave trade, because I considered that
the more British'goods were thrown into the slave haunts the better. When the
chiefs find that they can get more goods by selling the produce than they can by
selling their slaves, it tends to put an end to the slave trade. If they can by the
labour of the slaves get more produce than they would by the sale of them, it
tends o put an end to the slave trade, in my opinion.

2956. Mr. Forster.] Did you ever receive orders from home to disallow or to
discourage the trade with the Gallinas or with Sherbro’, as contrary to any Act
of Parliament >—No.

2057. Chairman.] Did slavers ever come into Sierra Leone to furnish them-
selves with goods?*—Not Yo be known as slavers; many suspicious vessels may
have come in and furnished themselves with goods.

2058. Yon did not conceive-yousself authorised in any way to interfere with
such traffic *—No.

2059. Mr. Forster.] During your government the trade of the settlement was
open to all eommerce with the neighbouring coast’—Yes.

2960, Every one was allowed to buy if they had money to pay?’—Every one.

2g61. The slave dealer or his agent from Sherbro’, or the Gallinas, was
allowed to purcliase whatever he wanted from the stores of the place *—Yes.

2962. Sir T% D. Acland.] Would a slaver fitted out for the traffic have been
permitted to communicate with Sierra Leone, and te have procured goods there ?
—A slaver would not be allowed to fit out in Sierra Leone ; a slaver might come

‘into the harbour, and not be known to be a slaver.

2963. If she were known to be a slaver, would she have been suffered to com-
municate with the settlement 2—Not if she was known to be a slaver.

2064. Would it not have been the duty of the authorities to have seized her?
—Yes, if found in our waters.

29035. Mr. V. Patten.] When vessels came into Sierra Leone, what course did
you take to ascertain whether they were slavers, or of a suspicious character ?—
The custom-house officers always boarded the vessels that came into the
harbour,

2066. How did you' distinguish a regular slaver from a suspected vessel >—Of
course they would have water casks, and a slave deck to lay down, and all those
things on board, if they were slavers 3 but a slaver would not come into Sierra
Leone.

2067. Can you describe to the Committee what you considered to be a sus-
picious vessel >—Unless water casks were found on board of her, or boilers, and
perhaps slave irons, and things of that kind, we could not hold her to be sus-
picious.

2968. If she was only suspicious, she was allowed to trade, unless you could
prove her to be a slaver 2—Yes; a low-built, long schooner, or a vessel of that
description, would be considered suspicious, although there might be no positive
proaf of her being a slaver.

2069. Would the very fact of a vessel being fitted with water casks have been
sufficient to induce you mnot to allow her to trade?—If she was supplied with
water casks more than sufficient for the supply of the crew, that would be a suffi-
cient reason.

* 2970. Would that have induced you to seize her ?—It might.

2971. Chairman.] Did the circumstance ever arise of such a vessel coming into
Sierra Leone ?—I am not aware of any instance.

2972. Would you look upon tlie port that she came from or was going to as a
ground of suspicion *—If the port that she came from was a suspicious one, and if
she was a fine, long, low-built schooner, with raking masts, that would furnish a
strong suspicion that she might be engaved in the traffic of slaves.

2075. But until the Equipment Article was admitted into our treaties, you
would bave had no authority to seize a vessel without slaves actually on board ?
—None whatever.

2074. But you would have considered yourself authorised to prevent bher
from trading ?—Yes, I would have considered myself authorised to prevent her
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came in, which I knew to be a slaver.

2075. Mr. G. W. Wood.] Under what authority should you have refused a sus-
picious vessel permission to trade ?—If she had those things on board that I was
convinced were for the slave trade, although I could not seize her, I might as far
as possible prevent her from trading. -

2076. Chairman.] You had no specific instructions bearing upo:'that point?—No.

2977. In acting in such a case you would have acted upon your own respon-
sibility *—Entirely. i

2078. You had no instructions as to whether vessels should be permitted or
probibited from trading -—No.

2079. Mr. Forster.] Have you not seen vessels, of that suspicious character
which you have described, on the coast, engaged in legitimate trade ?~—Yes, they
always pretended to be ; I do not know what their real movements might be, but
they always pretended to be engaged in legitimate trade ; and there are some fast-
sailing, suspicious-looking vessels engaged in legitimate trade, so that it is not easy
to judge by mere appearances. ;

2980. Are not some of the vessels sold by auction as prize vessels at Sierra
Leone employed in the coasting trade >—Yes.

2981. Mr. Macaulay had the principal store in Sierra Leone at the time you
were there, had he not?—He had for many years the principal store in Sierra
Leone.

2082. Was the trade of his store conducted in the same manner as that of
others, as far as you know r—I always understood so.

2083. Did you understand that it was the custom of the merchants to make
any inquisition, or inquiry, as to the pursnits or moral character of their cus-
tomers ?—No, I do not think it was the duty of the merchant to inquire of his
purchaser what he was going to do with the goods he purchased.

2084. You knew the mode of selling slave goods and slave vessels at the time
you were in Sierra Leone?—Yes ; they were sold by public auction, after con-
demnation in the Mixed Commission Court.

2085. Without any discrimination or inquiry as to the character of the
purchaser *—To the highest bidder, no matter who he was.

2986. Is it your opinion that those goods and vessels so sold, which were
expressly sent to the coast for the slave trade, frequently found their way into the
hands of the slave dealer>—Yes, the vessels frequently; and I have no doubt
many of the goods went also into the hands of the slave dealers.

2987. Was there anything to prevent the slave dealer himself buying them in
the auction room 7—Nothing whatever.

2988. Dr. Madden states, that the liberated African children were not admitted
into the Church Missionary schools in consequence of the interference of the
authorities in 1831; as you were Governor at that time, can you state to the
Committee the nature of that interference, or the causes of it?>—Yes, I can; I
have copies of the letters I addressed to Lord Viscount Goderich on that subject ;
if they were read, they would explain the circumstance better than I can do from
memory.

2989. Will you produce those letters P—
[ZThe same were delivered in and read, as follows :]

My Lord, Sierra Leone, 11 January 1831.

I mosT respectfully beg leave to submit to your Lordship a most disgraceful circum-
stance connected with the members of the Church Missionary Society in this colony.

On the 15th December last, Mr. T. H. Barber, one of the most respectable merchants
in this colony, and a member of Council, waited on me, and stated that the Rev. M_r.
Davie had seduced a young mulatto orphan girl, whom Mr. Barber had placed .u{ldﬁ‘l‘ l}ls
care, Mr. Davie being a married clergyman, and his wife, a European lady, llvm% with
him, and at the same time in charge of the liberated African girls’ school at Bathurst,
where it was expected the young lady would be able to assist. This unfortunate young
woman was left, when a child, under the care of Mr. Barber, who paid her every attention
it was possible for a father to do ; he sent her to England, at a yery great expense, where
she obtained a tolerable education, and on her return to this col_ony, a few months ago,
he pluccd her under the care of Mr. Davie and his wife, with a view to prevent her ‘fro.m
falling into error, which he thought would most likely be the case were she to remain in
Freetown,

Your



SELECT COMMITTEE ON WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 159

Your Lordship may easily judge what Mr. Barber’s astonishment was when he found
that the Rev. Mr. Davie was the first 10 lay a regular plan for her ruin, and that he had
succeeded in seducing her,

Upon receiving this inform_ation fromAMr._ Barl)er, I wrote a letter to Mr. Haensel, the
secretary of the Church Missionary Society in this colony, ex ressing my disapprobation
of the Rev. Mr. Davie’s conduct, and I gave orders to Mr. Cole, the assistan{-superin-
tendent, to remove the girls from under Mr. Davie’s charge at Bathurst to Regent, and to
place them under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Weeks until arrangements could Re ek g
their protection, or until Mr. Davie should be removed from that station. A copy of my
letter I herewith enclose, marked (A). ¢

On the 16th the colonial secretary showed me a letter he had just then received from
Mr. Haensel, a copy of which I enclose, marked (B), stating the arrangements the mem-
bers of the society had made for the superintendence of the liberated children, in conse-

uence of the Rev. Mr. Davie withdrawing from the society, and those arrangements
they had carried into effect without my knowledge, or giving me any reason for so doing,
except that of the Rev. gentleman having withdrawn himself from their society.

On the same evening I received a letter from Mr. Haensel, a copy of which I also
enclose, marked (C), wherein he informed me that the clergymen of the Church Missionary
Society bad relinquished the engagements entered into with Major Ricketts, the late
Lieutenant-governor, relative to the education of the liberated African children, and that
they would oo longer consider themselves in charge of them.

his hasty step of theirs annoyed me greatly, and put me to much inconvenience, not
having persons properly qualified to instruct the children, and whom I could entrust with
the charge of them.

On the 20th December Mr. Barber made an official communication of Mr, Davie's
conduct to me ; a copy of his letter, marked (D), I herewith enclose. T then addressed a
letter to Mr. Haensel, under date of the 20th, a copy of which I also enclose, marked (E);
and on the following day the Rev. Messrs. Haensel and Betts waited on me to express
their regret at the circumstance which had taken place with respect to Mr. Davie, but
showed no desire to have the children placed again under their charge.

1 considered myself grossly insulted by their so unceremoniously giving up the charge
of the children, and of course I would not ask them to take them back, but should they
hereafter thiok proper to make application to have the children again placed under their
charge, I shall do so.

I however most respectfully beg leave to recommend that two married men, qualified
as schoolmasters, with their wives as schoolmistresses, (entirely unconnected with the
Church Missionary Society,) should be sent out, the one to take charge of the boys’
school, and the other the girls’; some progress might then be expected, which neyer can
be the case under the present missionary system.

They occupy the government buildings in the different villages; and without giving
me any information, they change from place to place as suits their own convenience, and
then such changes are reported, accompanied generally by an application for some repairs
or addition to the various buildings; thus incurring expenses which might be avoided were
the members of the society to remain more stationary in the villages.

At the same time their labours are not fairly divided in the colony; the western district,
which contains about 8,000 souls, has been entirely neglected, and left without any
ministerial charge, or religious instruction, since the end of 1828.

In answer to a communication from the Rev. Mr. Haensel, under date of the 29th
December, wherein he gives a statement of the distribution of the members of the
society, with the changes he had made, and calling upon me to provide them with suitable
accommodation, I directed the colonial secretary in his reply to draw the attention of the
clergymen to the western district, which has been so long neglected ; and to state that
the accommodations would be provided at York and Kent for such of the members of
their society as their committee should think proper to appoiut, which would save the
necessity of hiring an additional house at Kissy.

Your Lordship will see by Mr. Haensel's answer to the colonial secretary, how
unwilling those reverend gentlemen are to meet the views and wishes of the colonial
government.

It appears to me a spirit of jealousy exists amongst themselves, as such of their mem-
bers as feel disposed 1o encourage improvement and industry are censured by their
committee.

A conyincing proof of this is manifest with respect to the Rev. Mr. Gerber, a most
ingenious man, who had for some time been stationed at Kent, where\he showed the
Africans a good example by the cultivation of a farm, and other means of industry.

He has been removed to Kissy ; and I have been told that Mr. Weeks (who is a very
good man, and most anxious to improve the Africans) was found fault with for superin-
tending a road in the neighbourhood of Regent, where he was stationed; he has been
removed to Hastings. This proves that as soon as the members of the Church Missionary
Society begin to make themselves useful to the local government, they are removed to
another station.

As the missionaries have given up the schools, I am in hopes of being ahle 1o dispose
of 3o or 40 of the grown—tﬁ girls by marriage ; and such of the boys as are fit shall be
apprenticed out; and I shall get proper persons to take charge of the younger children,
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y until I shall receive

The Right Hon. Lord Viscount Goderich ‘(sigl‘xe, 1) 71 i 'udla",v

His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, ' S e
; e T

- Sir, Sierra Leone, g June 18;

IN my letter of the 1gth January, No. 2, addressed to Lord Viscount Goderich
I informed his Lodship that the clergymen of the Church Missionary Society had very
unceremoniously abandoned the charge and education of the liberated African children, in
consequence of my having written a letter to the secretary of their committee in this

colony, expressing my disapprobation of the conduct of the Rev. Mr. Davie (who seduced

a young woman placed under his care), and ordering the liberated African zirls to be
removed from under his charge, many of whom, I had no doubt, had been seduced by
him ; I have since had stronger reasons for thinking so. !

1 have now to stute to you, for the information of his Lordship, that the cleraymen of
the Church Missionary Society have given up also the charze and education of the free-
born female children in Freetown, and have shut up the schoolhouse, assiening as their
reason, that the girls’ morals were endangered by the conduct of the assistant school-
mistress, who had left the school, and gone to live with a young man 10 whom she was
attached. There is nothing in this extraordinary, under the circumstances; nothing but
might have been expected here from a young girl just arrived at womanhood; and it
would have well become the clergymen of the society to have exerted thewselves to
remedy the evil, by procuring an assistant schoolmistress of more mature age, in place of
relinquishing the education of 227 gitls, the quarter part of them not vet 10 years old, on
the plea of this girl’s fall into emfor. To shut up a school to protect the morals of the
children, appears to me a most extraordinary measure.

In fact, the missionaries only used as a pretext this occurrence ; they had for some time
contemplated abandoning the boys” and girls’ school, and had proposed to the school-
master and schoolmistress that they should make the parents of the children pay for their
education, knowing that the greater part of the parents were unable to buy books for
their children, much more t pay for their education ; the teachers would not agree to this
proposal.

In order to prevent such a number of young children running idle about the streets, and
losing the litile education already received, I have ordered the head schoolmistress to re-
open the school, and continue it, promising that her salary of 50/ per annum should be
paid from the colonial fund, until I could receive instructions from Viscouut Goderich on
the subject.

I shall now state a circumstance which occurred the other day, to give an idea of the
way in which these reverend gentlemen endeavour to annoy the local government.
A licence was granted that the Rev. Mr. Wilhelm might solemnize the ceremony of
marriage between two young people; this genleman wrote upon the licence that ke
declined solemuizing the marriage, as he considered the girl only a child; the young
couple returned to the colonial secretary with the licence, and he sent them to me. 'ussure
you that I considered the girl to be between 18 and 20 years old; and she bad every
appearance of being at least five months gone with child.

I believe that the objects of the Chureh Missionary Society are excellent, and that it is
their anxious desire to benefit their fellow-men; but I must say, that the clergymen sent
by that society to this colony are a selfish, canting, hypocritical set ; impostors upon the

arent society and the British publie, though their fanlts, committed in this colony, have
}withertu been concealed. But what can be expected from such men; brought up in their
own country as carpenters, shoemakers, turners, and tilors, too lazy to follow these occu-
pations, and turning missionaries, and coming out here to civilize the Africans, that they
may live like genlemen. For God’s sake send out decent clergymen and schoolmasters,
an(j) then you may expect to hear of the Africans advancing in civilization; but they
never will, and never can do well, under the irregulav system pursued by the missionaries.

As they have given up this principal part of the duty which they were sent to this
country to perform, the education of the free-born children, T think it is absolutely necessary
that other means should be provided for the instruction of the numerous children of the poorer
classes in this colony, and to accomplish this object I most respectfully recommend that the
pensions paid from the funds of this colony to the widows and childven of the clergymen of
the Church Missionary Society be discontinued, and their amount applied to paying the sala~
ries of respectable schoolmasters and schoolwmisiresses, for the education of colonial born
children. Why should this eolony be burdened with the support of widows of missionaries ?
Let the Society support them, and let the 19ol. which 1s paid yearly from the.culouial
fund in pensions to Mrs, Johnson and Mrs, Geary go towards supporting schools indepen-
dent of, and unconnccted with the missionaries. ~ The account given by the missionaries
in this colouy, which appears in the 13th Report of the Society, may read very well in
England, but will not be received here, where the fucts are too well known. In that Replort

they
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they make it appear to their society, and to the British public, that they had expended in
“the western or sea district of Sierra Leone, in the execution of their ministerial duties
during the last year, the sum of 1152 16s. 7d.; whereas it is a well-known fact that not
‘one of them has been stationed iu that district since November 1828, nor have they
since visited it but once during the past year, when they were provided with a boat by
Government. 1 have been informed that on this visit they did not remain more than an
hour at any of the villages, and that they did not perform the ceremony of marriage or
baptism at either of them. They also make it appear that they have in their ministerial
charge Waterloo and Calmont ; they may consider it so, but not one of them ever goes
near either of those places. The Rev. Mr. Davie, who was the shining star of the mis-
sionaries in this colony, has now turned agent for a timber merchant, an employment
for which, from his conduct, I think him better calculated than for the pulpit; but this
very wan, before his deteetion, wrote to the parent society in the usual strain of hypocrisy,
saying, “ Let the Church of Sierra Leone shine with primitive brightness, andits light
shall attract the regard of surrounding tribes far and near.” A fine example of primitive
purity he has shown himself to be!

I most earnestly beg leave to recommend Government to send out three clergymen, one
for each district, independent of Freetown ; they would be adequate to the performance of
all religious ceremonies within their respective districts; and also to send two or three
respectable married men as schoolmasters ; il’ this were done, and a clergyman and a
schoolmaster permanently settled iu tlie.central village of each district, a regular system
of religious and educational instruction might be established, and some good results might
be expected, which cannot be under the system pursued by the missionaries of moving the
schoolmasters about from place to place, to suit their own convenience. Alter reading the
Missionary Report of last year, a person would be inclined to think (as it appears to be wished
to make people think) that the colony of Sierra Leone was well provided with religious
instructors, and the expenditure of 3,413Z 1. 1d. last year would, no doubt, go far to
confirm that opinion; but it is a fact much to be regretted, that the whole of the western
distriet, and a great part of the eastern district of Sierra Leone, have not had any reli-
gious instruction for years back.

Now the plan which I propose would only require about one-half of their present expen-
diture ; say—

Three Clergymen, at 400/. - - - - - £.1,200
Three Schoolmasters, at 200/. - - - - 6oo
Perannum - - - £.1,800

which sum would thus provide a respectable clergy and schoolmasters for the colony.
I'am confident the benefits from such an arrangement would soon be feit.

[ have, &c. ;
R. W. Hay, Esq. Under Secretary of State, (signed)  Alerander Findlay.
&e. &e &

20Q0. Is that the only reference that Dr. Madden makes to any act of your
government >—That, and the raising of the fee of the apprentice from 105. to 1/
are the only two references.

2001. Do you wish to offer some explanation with respect to both?>—Yes; I
have just explained my motives for one of those acts.

2092. Will you state to the Committee your reasons for increasing the amount
of the apprentice bond >—A number of thie liberated Africans, as soon as they got
10 5. collected, were in the habit of applying to the assistant superintendent for
an apprentice, and I found that the apprentices were often very ill-used by those
people, who could not afford to keep them properly, that they were returned again
to the government-yard, and I raised the fee from 10 s. to 1 Z, in order to secure
a better class of masters for them, masters that were better able to provide for
Aapprentices.

3071. Mr. . Patten.] You are perfectly satisfied with the government as it
now is at each of those settlements, provided they are rendered independent the
one of the other ¢—Yes.

3072. You would not suggest any alteration in the mode of government of
thew, except their being made independent the one of the other 7—No; I do not
think there can be any improvement in them, if well administered.

3073. You do not think that a Governor-general of that coast could exercise
his authority with the same eflect that separate Governors can >—No, I do not
think it would be so useful; I think T have already answered that question;
I think a Governor-general would do away with the authority of the resident
Governors.
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3074. Are the distances so great that a Governor-general could not visit those
stations ?—Yes; I am inclined to think that a Governor-general would be most of
his time at St. Helena, if that came within the range of bis government, instead
of being upon the coast. ‘ ;

3075. The question excludes St. Helena, alluding only to the coast itselfF—
I still think that those settlements wou!d all be better as separate governments.

3076. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Were not the settlements on the Gold Coast also
subject to your jurisdiction 7—Yes, they were. )

3077. Do you think it would be better if they also were placed under separate
Governors ?—Yes.

3078. Do you recollect any inconvenience from the settlements upon the Gold
Coast being under your jurisdiction —No ; the Chief Justice did not go there, and
I do not think there was any criminal case sent from the Gold Coast to be tried
at Sierra Leone.

3079. Mr. Forster.] Your government of the Gold Coast was merely nominal ?
—LEntirely so; the Governor and the justices of the peace hold their commis-
sions as magistrates from the Governor of Sierra Leone.

3080. Supposing you had been called upon to interfere in the government of
those settlements, could you have done so effectually, and with practical benefit to
the Gold Coeast?—I do not know that I could.

3081. Chairman.] Would the prevalent winds upon the coast make it very
inconvenient that one colony should be made dependent upon the other for any
essential function of government—VYes.

3082. Mr. G. V. Wood.] Was the administration of justice, in your opinion,
impaired upon the Gold Coast in consequence of its being subordinate to Sierra
Leone *—I do not think so, as matters were actually managed.

3083. Mr. Forster.] Was it not the fact that you had no communication what-
ever with the Gold Coast7—Very little ; there were no cases sent up to Sierra
Leone ; and I am inclined to believe that if there had been any felonious case
at the Gold Coast, it would have been sent up ; all the minor offences were decided
by-the justices of the peace.

3084. You do not suppose that any case occurred where the great distance and
the expense of sending it up to Sierra Leone interfered with the administration of
justice >—No.

3085. Had you any official or political communication with the Gold Coast ?—
Very little.

3086. Had you any >—None direct.

3087. Chairman.] Was it only casual, by means of ships that might be touch-
ing 7—Casual communications; no direct communication with Cape Coast.
There were cruisers coming up and down, men-of-war; it was those generally
that brought us information from the Gold Coast.

3088. Mr. G. W. Wood.] Has the Governor of Sierra Leone power to send down
the Chief Justice to the Gold Coast to try persons that may be guilty there of
serious offences >—1I had no instructions to that effect; I had only instructions to
send the Chief Justice to Gambia; I am of opinion that if any felonious case took
place upon the Gold Coast it would have been sent to Sierra Leone.

3089. Sir 7. D. Acland.] But you have no means of knowing whether such
cases oceur or not /—No means of knowing.

3000. Chairman.] You had no regular communication with the governors of
the various forts upon the Gold Coast >—None.

3091. No despatches passed between you ?—Very seldom ; knowing one ano-
ther, there were private letters, but nothing upon public affairs.

3002. Mr. G. W. Wood.] Was the dependence merely nominal?—VYes, I
think so.

3003. You have stated that there were communications by private le ers from
individuals >—When an opportunity occurred by men-of-war calling.

3094. Would not the same opportunities have sufficed for transmitting official
communications t—Of course they would.

3095. Mr. Forster.] How often did those communications oecur?—Very
seldom.

3096. How often in a year t—Perhaps two or three times.

3007. Chairman.] You are acquainted of course, very minutely, with the con
dition of the liberated Africans whilst you were in the government ?—Yes.

3008. What
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- 3008. What was the number whilst you were there >—When 1 was there there
were about 34,000 ; the whole population is 35,000, and I make allowance for
1,000 resident settlers.

3099. Did the liberated Africans easily find employment within the colony —
Yes; they had all sufficient employment when I was there.

3100. What was the nature of their employment ?—Cultivating their little
spots of ground, and many of them employed by the merchants.

3101. Did they find full employment ?—Yes ; a great many of them employed
themselves in trading as hawkers and pedlars.

3102, You found no difficuity in providing employment for the Africans when
they were liberated after adjudication >—No ; after adjudication a great many
of them enlisted ; the young lads, from 12 to 14 or 15, were apprenticed ; the
women generally got married, the young girls of that age were also apprenticed
out, and the children under that age were sent to different schools.

3103. Do you conceive there would be any disadvantage in allowing emigra-
tion to go on from Sierra Leone to the West Indies >—No, there would be no
disadvantage ; but I do not think they would willingly go.

3104. Not on their first adjudication >—I should think the question ought not
to be put to them; they ought to be sent there at first, those that are captured
hereafter. I do not see why they should not be landed at Jamaica, or at any of
the islands where their services may be required, as well as at Sierra Leone.

3105. Do you conceive that they would find greater employment in the West
Indies than at Sierra Leone >—Yes; for this reason, that our colony in Sierra
Leone is getting over populated.

3106. Mr. G. W. Wood.] Would they be competent to make engagements for
themselves as hired labourers in the West Indies without any experience of the
employment, or of the country ?—I am afraid they would require some person to
look after them.

3107. Chairman.] Might they not have the same assistance in looking after
them in the West Indies that they have in Sierra Leone >—They might.

3108. What is the nature of the assistance given to liberated Africans upon
their first arrival, and how long does it continue ?—They are supported by the
government for six months; the men are generally employed for three months
of that in labour upon the roads and streets, and then they are sent and distri-
buted among the different villages, perhaps 20 to one, 30 to another, and so on.
The manager of the village measures them off a certain portion of ground, and he
gets the liberated Africans who have been located there for some time to assist
them in building their hut, and in clearing and cultivating their bit of ground for
them.

3109. Should you see any difficulty in allowing such parties to make engage-
ments in the West Indies with the resident planters there, under the protection
and with the assistance of the stipendiary magistrates?—No; I see none what-
ever.

3110. You think they would have as good security for obtaining the benefits
of freedom and of civilization in the West Indies under their present eircum-
stances, as they have in Sierra Leone ?—Yes, I think so.

3111. Mr, G. W. Wood.] To what do you attribute their supposed disinclina-
tion to go out as free labourers from Sierra Leone 7—When once they are located
they form acquaintances, whom they do not like to part from.

3112. You thivk they have no motive for seeking a livelibood elsewhere ?
—No.

. 3113. Sir 7% D. dcland.] Is any option given to them when they bring them
to Sierra Leone, whether they will stay there >—No.

3114, Mr. G. /¥ Wood.] Are they not free to go where they please at their own
expense *—They are; but if they leave the colony, the risk is that they will be
again made slaves, as many of them have been.

3115. Chairman.] Would they be allowed to leave the colony immediately
upon their arrival, it they preferred it =—They would be recommended not to
do so.

3116. Have many of them accepted the option, and left the colony 7—No;
I know of no instance.

3117. Mr. G. 1. Wood.] Arethereany instances in which they have attempted
to jon their native tribes in the interior -—Many of them have gone from the
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colony, but they have generally been seized again and sold as slaves when they got
a little way out of the limits of the colony. atineiba o

3118. Chairman.] What is the condition of the tribes in immediate contact
with Sierra Leone; is it a condition of domestic slavery?—Yes, it is a. general
system of domestic slavery. S RE e e :

3119. Are they made slaves as a punishment for crime, or as prisoners of war,
or by inheritance /—They bave been slaves there from father toson. .

3120. Mr.G. W. W ood.] Hereditary slavery?—Yes. Theslavesare just the same
as their masters in many respects ; they sit down and eat with their masters, =

3121. Is it slavery of a mild nature >—Yes, it is rather of a mild nature, for
those who are domestic slaves. 4

3122. Do they often change masters 7—1 think not.

3123. Are families ever separated =—I think not.

3124. Are they allowed to marry =—Yes, of course.

3125. Mr. Mitcalfe.) Without the consent of their masters >—1I should suspect
they must have the consent of their masters.

3126. Mr. G./7.Wood.] What is the general state as to morals, of the liberated
Africans in Sierra Leone ?—They are improving considerably, I think.

3127. Do they marry >—Yes.

3128. Are they fuithful in their matrimonial engagements ?—Some of them,
1 believe, affe, but I cannot exactly answer as to that.

3129. Are the children generally educated =— Yes.

3130. Are they brought up as Christians >—Yes.

3131. Are they taught to read and write >— Yes.

3132. What becomes of the children of the liberated Africans after they grow
up to manhood ; where do they find employment, and in what avocations 7—They
engage themselves generally in various pursuits in the colony, as servants, and in
other capacities.

3133. Chairman.] Is agriculture extending within the colony >—Yes.

3134. Is there considerable room for cultivation 7—In the valleys there is a good
deal’; the mountains, of course, are not cultivated. They would produce very
good coffee if there was any one to cultivate them ; but the cultivation of coflee is
not understood there.

3135. Mr. G. W. IVVood.] Is there space for an indefinite extension of the
colony, if its numbers should go on increasing rapidly —There is space; and if
we continue to import liberated Africans into Sierra Leone as they have been doing
of late, they will require an extension of the colony.

3136. Supposing the African slave trade to be exterminated, do you think
that there would be sufficient room in the colony for the natural increase of the
population 2—1I should think the colony could maintain the population at present
in it, if there was no further increase.

3137. And any extension of natural increase >—Yes.

3138. Mr. Foster.] Are you aware that General Turner purchased by treaty
a considerable tract of country in the neighbourhood of Sherboro ?—Yes.

3139. Did the government repudiate that purchase 7—Yes, they did; General
Turner was obliged to relinquish the territory.

3140. Are you of opinion that that was a beneficial extension of territory r—
Yes; I think it would have been a great acquisition to the colony of Sierra
Leone.

3141. Mr. G. W. Wood.] What was the distance of the tract you have spoken
of from Treetown?—1It bordered upon the colony to a considerable extent.

3142. Was it contiguous?—Yes. s

3143. Were any public reasons assigned for withholding the approval of the
Government at home *—I am notaware of the reasons that were given.

3144. Mr. Forster.] Supposing our settlements on the West Coast of Africa
were continucd dependent on each otheras at present, and visited at intervals by a
governor-in-chief, are you of opinion that such a system would promote party
appeals and cabals against the authority of the inferior governors —I think it
would.

3145. Chairman.] Does domestic slavery prevail in the neighbourhood of the
Gambia, as well as in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone —Yes.

3146. The habits and customs are pretty much the same ?—Yes.

3147. And the condition of the colony is altogether the same ?—I should think
in the neighbourhood of Gambia it is a little better.

3148, Is
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- 3148. Is one distinguished from the other by a greater extent of the country
being under one chief?—No, I.cannot say that it is. :

' 3149. Are there many small chiefs subordinate to the King, or what is the
system of government generally prevailing on that coast?—They are all small
petty kings and chiefs ; they are independent one of another.

3150. Do you believe that if any individuals in the neighbourhood of Sierra
Leone or the Gambia were willing to go to the West Indies, they would be per-
mitted to go by their chiefs, without something in the way of purchase or gift 7—
1 do not think they would.

3151. Do you think it would be necessary to conciliate the chief by a present ?
—Yeés.

3152. To give him so much for every subject he lost?—Yes; I do not think
they would allow them to go without.

3153. Mr. Forster.] Dr. Madden speaks of a system of slavery being earried
on at the Gambia ; have you read his remarks upon that subject #—Yes.

3154. Have you any observation to make upon them ?— His remarks are quite
erroneous ; there is no such thing as slavery known at the Gambia.

3155. What isit that he means r—I suppose he must mean the French artificers
and labourers who resort to the Gambia for labour; perhaps not so much now as
they did in my time, because the Gambia is now supplied with liberated Africans.

3156. Chatrman.] Were those French artificers under engagements” similar to
a state of slavery 2—They were slaves altogether.

3157. Belonging to the French:—Yes.

3158. They came into the colony to work for the benefit of their masters?—
Yeal

3150. But they were not held in slavery by any residents in the English settle-
ment »—Not at all; they were at perfect liberty to come and go back when they
pleased.

3160. Were any claims upon them as slaves ever maintained in the British
courts ?-—Never.

3161. They were never detained to perform services for their masters >—No.

3162. Were their masters ever assisted in recovering any slaves who had come
into the British settlements —No ; 1 never knew any instance of their refusing
to go back to Goree or Senegal.

3163. Captain Fitzroy.] Are there any pawns in Gambia?—None ; nothing of
the kind.

3164. You know what is meant by the system of pawns; persons who sub-
mit to voluntary slavery for debt >—Yes ; there was nothing of the kind.

3165. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Were there any in Sierra Leone *—No.

3166, Mr. Forster.| Are there resident mulatto ladies and merchants from
Seneval and Goree who have their domestic people in their establishments at the
Gambia >—There are. 4

3167. Was it not perfectly understood that those slaves or dome;tncs were at
liberty to claim their freedom whenever they lhought proper, while they were
within the government of the Gambia ?7—The domes_tlc slaves were perfectly well
aware that ihey could remain free at the Gambia if they pleased, but they went
backwards and forwards to Goree and Senegal at pleasure.

3168. Chairman.] Can you state any occasion on which their acquaintance
with that fact appeared ; was any proclamation ever published, or did any circum-
stance ever arise which conveyed that fact to them?—No, I do not know that
there was any proclamation, but they were all perfectly aware of it.

3169. You never were called upon to interpose to enforce the return of any
slave —No.

170. Therefore as long as they were in the settlement they were perfectly
free =—Perfectly free ; they knew they could remain so if they chose to take advan-
tage of it, but they came there and laboured, and carried a great deal of money
back to Goree and Senegal. ¢ : s

g171. Mr. Forster.] Did not the missionaries carefully m‘form them that they
were at liberty to claim their freedom if they thought proper 2—I believe the mis-
sionaries did inform lhepl so. : g 7

3172 Chairman.) What do you consider to be the utmost extent of positive
jurisdiction of the British Government round the Gambia ?—The island of St.
Mary's is perhaps nine miles in circumference ; Barra Point is a very small place;
M#Carthy’s Island is a large island.

0.35. Y 3 3173. Is
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3173. Is the margin of the river, between St.«‘flﬁ@’sf and M‘Carthy’s Island,
considered to be under British sovereignty >—Only along the const of the Barra
territory.  Dr. Madden is quite erroneous as to the cession of the sovereignty of

_that country, which he states to have been in 1820 ; it was not ceded to the Bri-

tish Government till 1826. :

3174. It was ceded in sovereignty, but not in property t—Not in property.

3175. The natives were not disturbed in their property in any way #—No.

3176. How broad a margin along the river is it that is ceded *—A mile inland
all the way. ¢

l3177. For how many miles ?—Thirty-six miles, the king of Barra’s territory
only.

3178. Not the margin for the whole distance between St. Mary’s and M‘Car-
thy’s Island ?—No ; we have no sovereignty till we get to M‘Carthy’s Island.

3179. Mr. Forster.] Are you of opinion that the trade of the Gambia would be
much extended by the establishment of posts higher up the river thau any we have
now ?>—Yes ; I am of opinion that it would be of great advantage to the settle-
ment if there were a post considerably higher up the river than M*Carthy’s Island.

3180. Chairman.]And you would see no danger to the parties so situated ?—
None whatever; it would require an officer and a few men there.

3181. Black troops, with a white officer 7— Yes.

3182. Is the climate of the river exceedingly injurious to health ?—Not more
so up there than at St. Mary’s ; probably it is worse at St. Mary’s than it is there.

3183. You consider that the river is not more unhealthy there than at the sea
coast !—Not more ; there are no mangroves when you get up the river.

3184. Mr. Forster.] You have served in Jamaica !—1I have.

3185. What is your opinion of the climate of Sierra Leone, as compared with
that of Jamaica !—If I had my choice, I would prefer serving at Sierra Leone to
Jamaica ; I think there are many parts of Jamaica where the climate is as in-
jurious to the health of an European as at Sierra Leone. .

3186. Chairman.] How do you account for the rapid succession of deaths among
the governors and high official persons at Sierra Leoner—I cannot exactly say.
Almost all the governors that were there were old men.

3187. Has there vot been a remarkable succession by death in almost all the
officers of the colony of Sierra Leone ?—There has been, but not at such a rate
as Dr. Madden states ; he states that there were six from 1825 to 1830. Now
there were only four; there were General Turner, Sir Neill Campbell, Colonel
Denham, and Colonel Lumley ; those are the four that died in that period.

3188. In five years >—Yes.

3189. Mr. Forster.] Do you think the climate is much less favourable to
persons in advanced life than to young persons >—1I think it is injurious to people
advanced in life, and to very young people.

3190. What period of life do you consider most favourable to health upon the
coast —I should say from 20 to 45 would be the age at which people might serve
there most safely.

3101. Chairman.] Do you believe that there are great resources up the Gambia
which are likely to be developed by commerce *—Yes, I do.

3192. Of what nature 7—I think there might be a great deal of produce col-
lected up the Gambia. 4

3193. Palm oil 2—No ; wax and hides, ivory and gold: and T have no doubt
that if we had a post higher up the river considerably, we might draw some gum

from the Senegal.
3194. Had you the charge of the buildings in the Gambia ?—1 had; I saw

them all erected ; 1 was acting engineer from June 1819 to August 1823 ; during
that time the whole of the public buildings were erccted. .
3195. Were you engineer?—I am not an engineer officer, but I was acting
engincer ; Sir Charles M‘Carthy appointed me to superintend the buildings.
3106. Had you experience in the erection of buildings before ?—Not much.
3197. Have the buildings stood well since you erected then >—Very well.
3108. Are they built of stone :—DBuilt of stone and lime.
3100. Mr. Mitcalfe.] Is there lime in the country i-—Plenty of lime from
oyater shells,

e o
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The Rev. Andrew Riies; called in, and Examined.

3215. Chairman.] YOU have been for some time in Africa 7—I have.

3216. Will you state in what capacity and for what period ?—I have been
upon the coast a little more than cight years ; three years at Accra, and then
latterly at Aquapim, about 40 miles in the interior ; at the time when I was living
at Aquapim, I visited some parts of the interior, at Aqambu and Akim, and after-
wards, before I returned, I went to Coomassie in Ashantee.

3217. In what year was that /—It was in the last month of 1839, and January
1840,

3218. You were five years in the interior, were you ?—I was.

3219. What did you observe as to the condition of the people, as to slavery
more especially >—The people have everywhere chiefs, and every man of property
has liis slaves in every part of the country ; but they are not slaves in the sense in
which we use the term ; the negroes themselves are more like a family or friends.

3220. Can they be sold 7—The can be ; but it is very seldom they are sold as
slaves.

3221. Are they slaves by inberitance, or by purchase, or as prisoners of war?
—They are slaves by inheritance.

3222. Are the slaves generally of the same tribe and country as the masters?—
In Ashantee they bave slaves of their own people, but they do not sell their slaves
to other people, not in the Ashantee country itself, but in every other part they
sell the slaves to other tribes.

3223. You mean that they sell their own people =—Yes, but the Ashantees do
not ; they kill them rather than do that.

3224. When they kill them, do they Kill them for punishment or for sacrifice?
— For sacrifice mostly ; sometimes for punishment too; the king himself does
that very often ; but no foreigner can have an opportunity to see that; I was told
by several persons in the Ashauntee country that sometimes the king takes his
people and puts them in a pit in the water in his house, and no man sees it.

3225. You went to that country a missionary from the Missionary Society at
Basle >—Yes.

3226. Have you prepared a statement containing some particulars with refer-
ence to that country, for the information of the Committee >—I have.

[The same was read as_follows :] :
A few Particulars connected with the Residence of A. Riies, Missionary from Basle,
on the Gold Coast.

1 arniven at Danish Accra in March 1832; in March 1835 I went to Aquapim, a
small distriet which vses the Danish flag, situated about 40 miles from the coast; I re-
mained there till the automn of 1839. In this interval I took several journeys in the
interior, among the rest to Aquambu and Akim.

Alter taking my family to Dauish Accra, in Octobér 1839, T went by way of Cape Coast
to Ashantee in November. Governor Maclean kindly recommended me to the king, and
sent a soldier with me as a protector. [ was detained on the frontier of Ashantee by
the chiefs, and four weeks elapsed before 1 was allowed by the king to go to the seat of
his government at Kumasi ; here T remained a fortnight.

The king received me with great state and formality, and often expressed his friendship
and good will ; but I never had an opportunity for detailed conversation with him. I had
several audiences, but was nevcr(germilted to approach nearer than about 10 paces to him-
He was always surrounded by officers and servants; he communicated with me by an
interpreter.  The last time I saw him, he told the interpreter that his services were not
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“of their s LV Their hands were tied behind them, and a kuife rust through
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King.  Alter standing in this torture, some for hours, they were knocked dowh,.aggﬂ;eir
heads cut off with a Jarge knife. Their bodies were thrown into the street, and dragzed to
a place where they were exposed to the access of swine. I was told that human sacrifices
are frequent, particularly in cases of sickness; the people believe that the disorders are
taken away by the victims. These sacrifices are offered sometimes by binding the slave
to a beam, placed horizontally between two upright posts on a scaffold, where he is left to
die ; sometimes by transfixing the living slave to the ground by a spear; sometimes by
burying alive.

The slaves are completely at their master’s merey, and it ofien happens that nose, ears,
and lips are cut off for the most trifling offence.

The knowledge of these atrocitics has awakened in me a strong desire to do something
for the benefit of this benighted country, and has induced the %asle Missionary Saciety
with which I have been long connected, to request me to return to West Afica, by way of
the British West Indies; we purpose selecting a few families of Christian negroes from
the congregations connected with the Church of the United Brethren or Moravians in
Antigua, or Jamaica. Our hope is that the Alricans by seeing this christian colony may
obrain a conception of a happier life than that which they now lead ; that they may have
an opportunity of having better instruction than that which they now receive from their
priests, and that the example of these civilized negroes may be the means of introducing
habits of of industry among the natives. "

That the natives of this part of Africa are capable of improvement is abundantly evident
from the good effects which bave been preduced in the neighbourhood of Cape Coast, by
the salutary influence which for several years has been exercised by the enlightened and
Jjudicious activity of Governor M‘Lean. It is a fact worthy of notice that the national
assistants employed by the Methodist Missionaries near the coast, have all, without
exceplion, been instructed at Governor MLean’s school.

3227. You had an opportunity, from your long residence among the natives of
Aquapim, of seeing whether they were capable of improvement >—Yes.

3228. Did the same atrocities exist in Aquapim as you witnessed, or heard of,
in Ashantee i—No; very seldom in Aquapim, only at the deaths of their first
chiefs.

3229. Human sacrifices were then celebrated 7—Yes ; but very few.

3230. Did any such occur while you were there =—Yes, a few times.

3231. Did you take any steps to prevent them, by persuasion or otherwise ?—
Yes, the negroes themselves, at Aquapim, told me that they did not do 1t; but
1 have seen it myself; I have not seen them do it, but I have seen the people
lying killed in the wood.

3232. Did you ever reason with them on the atrocity of those sacrifices 7—
Yes; but the negroes at Aquapim told me, *“ We do it not.” And they said,
Tt is used only at Ashantee.”” And I spoke in Ashantee, at Coomassie, to the
people about it; but they told we, ¢ Speak not to the king about that; the king
himself will be angry if you speak to him about it; he cannot be king at Ashantee
if he gives up killing his people.”

3233. Did any sensible improvement take place at Aquapim during your resi-
dence there ?—1 cannot tell ; the country was constantly at war, I think more
than two years of my residence there. I found at that time that the Aquapim
people very much trusted in me. I was living amongst them all the time. I will
give one example. There were two parties ; one of the parties had taken prisoner
a man from the town of Acropong belonging to the other party, and they wished
to kill him. This immediately excited the others; they rose in arms; and it
came lo a regular affray ; the two parties stood armed against each other pre-
paring to fight. The party to whom the man belonged came to me, and said,
“You live amongst us, and you must save this man’s life.” I immediately went
and remonstrated with the opposing party; and one party after the other, upon
my remonstrance, laid down their arms, and the man was delivered up to me to
be handed over to his own friends.  Both parties treated me with respect. When
they were going to fight with each other, both parties came to me and begged
[ would take their goods and chattels into my house and prensises, and keep ﬂ;e;n
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while they were going to fight each other, as they knew I should be a friend to
both parties; that [ had no quarrel with either party. I mention that as one
proof among many, how the negroes are disposed to treat Europeans, if Europeans
will treat thew kindly. : v

3234 Do you conceive that any Europeans bebaving with propriety would be
in perfect safety among any of those tribes >—Yes, certainly ; every one would be.

3235. What are their means of subsistence ; what do they live upon *—Their
mode of living is very simple; it is chiefly yams and peasang, and fish taken and
dried upon the coast. ‘

3236. Is there much which calls for constant labour and cultivation on their
part :—1I think they would have a great deal to do in that way, and the negroes
themselves would like to do it, but notat first. I tried it myself. When I told
them you can grow so and so, they asked me then what should they have by it if
they did so, and they said, ** We will see what you have from it yourself first, and
when we have seen that, then perbaps we will try to do it ourselves.”

3237. Is what they live upon at present the result of laborious cultivation, or do
they only gather what they find growing spontaneously ?—They cultivate the land
very little.

3238. There is very little of a babit of labour in the cultivation of the soil >—
Yes, it would be possible to do a great deal if more Jabour was bestowed. 1f they
work for a single hour in the course of the day, they get enough to support life.
The great difficulty is, that the wants of the negroes are so few that they are easily
satistied, and very little labour is required.

3230. If their wants are so few, how can you give them a stimulus to labour >—
You must give them the desire by means of the cultivation of their minds by
education.

3240. Did you see much of British manufactures or any foreign manufactures
in use amongst those people “—Chiefly British. They have got manufactures of
their own, but the greater part of what they use is knglish ; their own manufac-
tures are dearer than what they get from England.

3241. How do they pay for the manufactures which they get =—They pay by
oil and gold dust.

3242. Did you see during your stay there any increased traffic in palm oil or
other products for manufactures >—Yes, 1 have seen in several parts of the
country, during the latter part of the time I was there, the natives planting palm
trees.

3243. For the purpose of supplying the demands of commerce upon the coast ?
—Yes.

3244. Was that increasing to any considerable extent ?—Yes, it was consider-
ably increased in the latter years.

3245. Is that planting or that cultivation carried on solely by the slaves, or in
common by the slaves and the master >—1It is by the slaves.

3246. Entirely >—Yes, for the benefit of the master.

3247. The master does not labour himself :—Yes, sometimes he does.

3248. Are the families of slaves ever separated by sale?—It must take place,
though I have not seen much of it.

3249. Do you know how the oil is carried down to the coast, and how far from
the coast it is brought >—They carry the oil sometimes from Aquambu, I think,
which may be about 150 miles ; they carry the oil down on their heads.

3250. In vessels?—Yes.

COMMITTEE ON WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 169

3251. In calabashes 7—Yes, in a kind of pottery ware, which they make them-
Selves.

3252. From what you saw of the country, should you say that the slave trade
was exercising less influence upon the interior than it had done 7—It is difficult for
me to answer a question of that nature, because I did not know the country in
earlier years, but I think the influence of it is less than it used to be; the neg;’o;s
themselves complain that they are not so free as they used to be to carry it on.

3253. What is the class of people who make that complaint 2—The chiefs who
canry it on; the chiefs in the interior complain that they have not the same
facilities for carryiug the slaves to the coast, and bartering them as they used to
have ; that they must now smuggle them in a certain sense.

3254. Did you find that they were becoming niore acquainted with the value
of the labour of the slaves, for producing articles of produce, by which they could
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get the British maoufactures which they wanted ?—They have not yet got hold
of that idea. . R

3255. Does the influence of the Danish settlement go favinland ?—No, not far;
I think only to Aquambu. b

3256. How far is that from the coast >—1It may be 150 miles, but the influence
is very small since Mr. Moick, the late governor, was upon the coast; his
administration tendered to weaken the influence of the government, it was very
injudicious. : o

3257. What was the nature of the influence which the Danish settlement exer-
cised over the natives ; did the Governor interfere in their disputes among them-
selves 7—Yes.

3258. The disputes between individuals, or the disputes between nations and .

tribes ?—Between natious and chiefs, and between the Aquapims themselves; I
think the Governor’s own administration and his Intrigues were one great cause of
the disputes and quarrels that took place between the native tribes.

3259. Were any disputes among the natives decided by the Governor in the
Danish settlements *—The Governor thinks that he has a right to do so, or at
least acts as if he had the right ; but as to the natives, only that part that want
his assistance admit his right, the others do not; it is not generally admitted.

3251%*. You cousider that an European might go in safety through any of the
districts behind the Gold Coast >— Yes.

3252%. Do you find a difference between the condition of the people who are
10 connexion with the English settlements and those who are in connexion with
the Danish settlement >—1I think so, on the coast, but chiefly about Cape Coast,
where Governor Maclean’s influence is extensive.

3253%. Mr. Forster.] Did Governor Maclean ever interfere between the Danish
Governor and the people in the interior, in order to reconcile any differences 7—
T think so, at the time when Governor Moick was there.

3254*. Was bis interference successful 7—It was not possible for him to meddle
much in that matter, as he was himself in a state of dispute with Governor Maick.

3255%. Chairman.] Do the natives come to Danish Acera to get justice, in like
manner as they do to Cape Coast Castle 7—Sometimes they do ; they have always
shown more confidence in Governor Maclean than in any other authorities, and
thiey come more frequently to him than to any other.

3256%. Mr. Forster.] Have you had opportunities of witnessing Governor Mac-
lean’s influence upon the Coastr—I have.

3257*. Can you give the Committee any proofs of it ?—There are many ciccum-
stances which I should have great pleasure in relating, to show the beneficial
influence that Governor Maclean has exercised.

3258%. Will you state one or two !—In Ashantee it even happens that a king
kills his own cabboceers, his chiefs. A few years ago one of these fled from
Ashantee to Fantee; I cannot exactly mention the date; when this man came to
Fantee, he began to kill his own people. As soon as Governor Maclean lieard of
it he sent him word that he should come to him; he apswered he would not.
The Governor then determined that he would go to him hiniself; it might be a
distance of 50 miles ; he went himself with a few soldiers, and brought this cabbo-
ceer to Cape Coast Castle, and fined him a considerable sum of money. The
cabboceer said, “ Now I have tried to do it, but I will never try to perform human
sacrifices again.” The cabboceer afterwards had one of his people who committed
an act for which he might have been punished with death, but instead of putting
him to death himself, he brought the man to Cape Coast Castle, and requested
Governor Maclean to punish him. I saw that myself; I was staying with
Governor Maclean at the time that this happened.

3259%. Sir 7. D. Acland.] What happened to the man who was brought to
Governor Maclean >—He was beaten with stripes.

3260. Mr. Forster.] Did you see that chief on your visit to Coomassie ?—No ;
I saw him at Cape Coast; he was at Cape Coast when 1 was there.

3261. Chairman.] Is it generally one language that prevails over all the Fantee
and Ashantee country >—Yes, it is one and the same; there is a little difference,
but not much. The Ashantee understand the Fantee, and the Fantea understal?d
the Ashantee very well; it is one language ; the Ashantee language is spoken in
Fantee, in Assim, in Akim, in Aquapim, in Aquambu, and the Accra people
understand the Ashantee language very well too. )

3262. Do you belicve that if the inducement of good wages were offered ':o

the
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the people of the interior, whether Fantees or Ashantees, they could he persnaded

to go to the West Indies under the conduer of some person in whom they had
confidence?—1 do believe they could by and by, but I think the negroes in
West Africa will not be persuaded at once ; if they could have an opportunity to
see what the negroes from the West Indies have become, if they could but see
some of their own race who have become converted to Christianity and civilised,
they would then get an idea of the probable advantages of those things which
Europeans wish to teach them ; but at present they cannot do so, as it relates to
circumstances with which they are quite unacquainted.

3263. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Y ou are speaking of their going to the West Indies ?
—Yes; 1 think the great matter is that they should feel confidence in any man
that wishes to induce them to do anything, and if they have confidence in such
a man, they would follow him across the Atlantic to the West Indies.

3264. Chairman.] Supposing you went into the country, and endeavoured to
persuade a hundred to go over to the West Indies, and they were willing to go,
would they have to give a present, or in any way to wake payment to their chief,
for permission to leave their own country to go with you ?—7The majority of them
are slaves, and therefore there would be no probability of their being allowed to
a0 to the West Indies without the payment of a considerable sum ; if they were
free, they might go.

3265. Sir 7. D. Acland.] How many are siaves, and how many free -—The
labouring people are mostly slaves; they either are slaves themselves, or they
have slaves.

3266. Chairman.] Do you think that any whole tribes would emigrate toge-
ther, under the conduct of their chiefs, and with their slaves >—In their present
state very little conid be done, unless they felt confidence in the persons who pro-
posed to take them over ; in that case they would follow him.

3267. Suppose any superior men were willing to go with their slaves, would
their slaves willingly go along with them to a new country 7—It is a question
upon which there has been no experiment made, and therefore it is impossible to
say ; if an European wanted to take negroes with him to Europe, or to the West
Indies, there would be no difficulty in his finding persons willing to go.

3208. Is there any considerable number of them who would be at liberty to
go without being purchased from a master >—There is one thing that would stand
very much in the way, that is, they would not like to be separated from their
families ; but if they once could get this conviction, that even such a separation
would issue in some benefit to themselves and their families, they would submit to
it; but you must first give them that conviction.

3269. Would it be injurious to the country to induce any part of the popula-
tion to leave it for the West Indies =—The carrying away the population has had
a most prejudicial influence hitherto upon the country, for everywhere, wherever
you go, you find the number of people but small; you may go days and days
and find no trace of cultivation; I think that the want of cultivation is one cause
of the unhealthiness of the country.

3270. Mr. JV. Paiten.] What is the nature of the country generally, where
you have been, in the interior 2—It is impenetrable forest.

3271. Is there any great quantity of rich land >—On the coast it is sandy ;
but there is a good deal of rich soil more in the interior, and there the cultivation
is easier, and the fertility is great.

272. Is there any great quantity of land that is fit for cultivation, that is not
yet taken advantage of =—Towards the coast there is a good deal of land that is
pcrlcclly clear of wood that is not cultivated, but it is.nof lertile land ; but in the
interior, as soon as a plantation or a plot of ground that has been cultivated is
forsaken, immediately wood springs up upon it. )

3273, Mr. Forster.] Has Aquapim any water communication with the coast ?
—We had several small rivers at Aquapim.

3274. Chairman.] Did you live yourself by purchasing provisions, or by having
land cultivated for you 7—Almost all our supplies were got from the negroes ; the
first portion of the time, when I lived alone, I lived like the negroes, in a hut like
theirs; but it is very undesirable that Europeans should live in that manner.

8275 Did you see an improvement in the condition of the people while you
were there >—There was some improvement; there was more peace in the
country.
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3276. And more cultivation ?—Yes. > - ;

3277. Do they cultivate maize or millet?—They cultivate maize in Aquapim,
and coffee upon the hills. s

3278. Have they tried to cultivate coffee, cotton, and sugar >—VYes, they have
made a small beginning with it, and I thiok it will succeed very well ; the cotton
grows wild everywhere ; I think there is good cotton growing there generally,
The great disadvantage which they have to struggle with is, that ev-ery‘&’iug'mby
produce is produced far from the coast, and they have no means of transport, and
no beasts of burden. AR

3279. Have they any roads >—No roads ; if the communication with the coast
was easier they would grow more.

3280. Mr. dldam.] Is there any hard stone that they could make roads of #—
Yes, there is granite in the Aquapim mountains. No attempts that have hitherto
been made upon the coast to get the negroes to work have hitherto succeeded ;
they do work, but the ground is so little fruitful near the coast, that no advantage
has been derived from it.

3281. Chairman.] You have visited the neighbourhood of all these settlements,
Accra, Annamaboe, and Cape Coast ?—Yes, I have.

3282. Is the land universally unfavourable to cultivation in the immediate
neighbourhood of the setilements at Cape Coast, and Annamaboe, and the three
Accras 7—1 think it is not favourable in any place.

3283. Mr. Aldam.] How far inland is it before you come to a fertile country?
—It is good in the mountains. It may be about 12 or 14 miles perhaps from the
coast,

3284. Chairman.] Have you visited any part of the coast except the Gold
Coast *—No.

3285. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Do you know anything of the kingdom of Dahomey 2
—No; one must not believe what the negroes tell ; they tell you plenty of things
about what they have seen and heard, but it is not to be believed.

3286. Did you find Indian corn growing anywhere near the coast? —Yes, but
not at Accra, near the beach.

3287. At what points did you find Indian corn growing ; hear the sea >—Some
miles from the sea ; never nearer than several miles from the coast.

3288. When you speak of the land near the coast being unfruitful, do you
apply that to all the settlements 7—The whole of Accra, and up along to Cape
Coast Castle.

3280. Have you been at Cape Coast Castle =—TI have.

3200. At Discove —No.

3291. At Anpamaboe *—I have.

3202. Is the coast fertile at Annamaboe and at Cape Coast Castle, or not ?—I
cannot say, I have not seen anything growing on the coast: they have cassada on
the coast.

3203. Did you find the natives willing to receive religious instruction =—Yes ;
but I tound them not always willing to do according to it.

3204. Did you open*schools when you were there >—Not in the interior ; I had
no opportunity. Now when I return, I intend to open a school immediately; I
have written a school-bock in the Ashantee.

3205. Had you any opportunity of seeing the schools at Cape Coast Castle ?—
g5

3206. What did you think of them?>—The schools were in very excellent con-
dition ; T stated before, that many of the assistants that the Wesleyans have had
in their mission, have been brought up in that school of Governor Maclean’s.

3207. Are you going back to Aquapim ?—Yes.

3208. Do you expect that the inhabitants there will be willing to bave their
children educated under your care 7—Yes, they told me so ; and I know that they
will ; I expect to find difficulties. The benefits of education they cannot of course
judge of before they have seen the effects of it; but I hope particularly, by bring-
ing some persous of their own race as examples of the benefits that have been
received, that they will be ready to receive it. They want to see the fruits of it
with their own eyes. p

3299. You only expect the improvement of the people to come slpwly and
gradually 7—Yes, it is to be expected; but there is so much predisposition
already, that when they see a little improvement, I think there will be greater
progress made,

v
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George Clavering Redman, Esq. called in; and further Examined.

3300. Mr. Redman.] 1 suourp wish to hand in a chart, in order to show
what I stated in my Jast evidence with regard to the forts, with regard to the terri-
tory that the Awericans claim, with regard to the establishments upon the coast,
and with regard to the grant. (Zhe same was delivered in.)

3301. Chairman.] The extent of the claims of the Americans is from Cape
Mesurada to Cape Palmas ?—VYes.

3302. You have placed five factories within that range of coast >—Yes.

3303. Do you intend to continue them >—Certainly not, in consequence of the
interruption that we have sustained from the Americans.

3304. You would suggest the establishment of some forts within those limits,
for the protection of our trade ?—1 should.

3305. Are those points which you know to be independent of any lawful claims
on the part of the Liberians >—They claim it, but they have no right to claim it.

33006. Are you aware of any previous settlement having been made by the
English at those points before the arrival of the Liberians ?—Certainiy.

3307. Whatis the kind of fort which you would think adequate to that object ?
—1 should say a very small fort would be quite sufficient.

3308. With a small detachment >—With a small detacliment. With regard to
previous settlements, Captain Spence had a settlement there previous to the
Americans ever going tq that part.

3300. Wherer—At St. George’s. It is to the northward of Cape Coast.

3310. Mr. Evans.] Have the Americans taken possession of that >—They have
interfered with our ships, and have summoned the captaios before them for trading
with the natives, and fined them.

311. You formerly had some experience in the trade between the coast of
Afvica and the West Indies >—VYes.

3312. What length of time were your vessels usually occupied in passing
between those countries *—EFrom 14 to 21 days to Barbadoes and Demerara, from
the neighbourhood of the Gold Coast, say from Accra.

3313. With loaded vessels >—Yes.

3314. Vessels of what size >—One hundred and fifty to 250 tons.

3315. And how long in the return voyuge >—The return voyage would be eight
or nine weeks.

331h. At that time you used to supply rice for the Government.?—Yes, through
Macaulay’s house ; and I have sent several vessels to sell it at Barbadoes and
Demerara on my own account.

3317. Do you believe that a prosperous trade in grain might be established
between those points >—I think so

3318. Mr. Evans.] Is the quality of the rice that you find upon the African
coast as good as that from America ?~—Some think it better, in consequence of its
not being of that watery substance that the American is. The negro population
in the West Indies have preferred it in many cases.

3319. Mr. Forster.] You stated in your former examination, that you have
been 30 years engaged in different branches of the African trade; has the African
trade been carried on during that period by all the merchants on the same general
system >-—The trade is carried on in the same way as formerly in the tloating
trade. o

3320. Mr. W. Patten.] Is there any difference in the ocher trade from what it
was formerly ?— Formerly every house in London had a house either at the
Gambia, or at Sierra Leone ; but some 25 years ago Mr. Forster introduced the
system of sending out goods on commission ; it became a commission house, and
it has been very prosperous, arising from that system; and we who have not gone
upon that system have not been so prosperous.

3321. Mr. Forster.] Dr. Madden alleges in his Report, that the present sys-
tem of carrying on the African trade has a tendency to promote the slave trade ;
has the trade, during the whole of your experience, been carried on in Africa in the

same manner in which it is now carried on *—Certainly it has.

322. Mr. /W Patten.] In your opinion, has it tended to promote the slave
¢ 7—No, quite the reverse. ;
323. Chairman.] Has any change taken place, within that period, in the
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G.C. Redman, Exq. system of carrying on the trade, which could have the effect of encouraging the
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slave trade more now than it did Leretofore *—Certainly not.

3324, Has the system of trading on commission any tendency to produce that
effect 7—Certainly not ; it can make no difference. F

3325. What is the system of trading on commission -~ Any gentlemen who
wish to go out to seck their fortunes in Africa, apply to a house to supply them
with goods upon credit ; that house charges them a commission, and, by having a
great many correspondents, one is set against the other; it is like a sort of in-
surance ; whereas, if you only have one house, as in former times, in case of any
accident happening to the parties in the trade, great loss acerues. But of course
it is not so great if you have a greater number of correspondents.
© 3326, Mr. W. Patten.] How do you mean that the house charges a commission 7
—The London houses charge a commission, as they would in the West Iudia
trade, or in the BEast India trade.

3327. Will you explain the term you made use of just now, that the house in
London charges a commission ?—When the house in London charges a com-
mission, it does not take the responsibility of the trade upon the coast of Africa,
whether it be profit or loss ; the party who goes out runs the risk of that himself,
not the party in London, they have their commission.

3328. Mr. #ood.| ‘The house in London gives credit to the merchants resident
in Africa ?—Yes.

332G. The merchants resident in Africa carry on the trade in Africa at their
own risk, the house in Londoun supplying the goods to the parties resident in
Africa 7—Yes.

3330. Under that system, do you conceive that the Africans have been supplied
with English manufactures at cheaper rates than heretofore %—1I do.

3331. Is it, or is it not beneficial to the progress of trade ?—I think it is; and
it is beneficial to the Africans.

3332. Chairman.] It extends the trade for British manufactures still further 72—
Yes ; and as you extend trade you extend civilization.

3333. Mr. W. Patten.] Will you describe the other mode of carrying on the
Afyican trade which existed before this system was introduced ?—A merchant in
London had a house at Sierra Leone, and there were two or three clerks, and a
head clerk at so much a year; he sent out the goods, and kept open house, which
was the fashion originally at Sierra Leone, for the officers both of the army and
navy, and at the same time opened a retail store foi the natives to come and
purchase the goods; and what produce they collected for the goods, or what bills
they got from the Government oflicers, were remitted to the merchant in London,
he taking to himself' all the proceeds at that period, and perhaps obtaining large
profits, but he took the risk at the same time : the parties in the establishment had
fixed salaries.

3334. Mr. Wood.] The business was conducted by a man in the capacity of a
servant resident in Africa, on behalf of the' London louse ; at present it is con-
ducted by Englishmen resident in Africa, on their own account >—Yes.

3335. Does the statement you have Leen making refer to the trade at Sierra
Leone >—Yes.

3330, And to any other purt of the coast 7—At the Gambia it was the case, and
at Senegal, when in our hands, it was the same; at the forts there is a different
arrangement.

8337. Are you acquainted with the mode in which the trade is carried on, on
the Gold Coust i—Not so well as at the other places.

3338, Do you know whether the custom of supplying goods on commission to
English nierchiants resident there has been introduced to that part of Africa ?—
I'imagine so.

3339. Mr. Forster.] You have spoken of a house which introduced this system;
are you aware that that house has always cavried on their trade on the same prin-
ciple to all parts of the coast, including the Gold Coast r—I believe so.

3340. Mr. Hood.] You spoke of the floating trade; will you describe what you
mean by the floating trade #—The merchant puts on board a ship a certain
quantity of goods, under charge of the captain, to sell upon the coast for produce,
or for gold or ivory, or anything else, and he remains out till he disposes of that
cargo, and he brings home the proceeds ; he goes from port to port, lhc.goolls ure
never landed to be sold, they are sold out of the ship; lately they have given credit
to the natives, which is a very bad system.

3341. Does




SELECT COMMITTEE ON WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 175

- 3341. Does the captain act as supercargo 7—Yes.

3342. Does he conduct the trade by barter >—Yes.

3343 And passes from port to port till he has disposed of the whole of his
cargo >—Yes.

3344. Is the cargo which he takes with him a cargo of assorted goods ?—1It is,
and he brings home a cargo of assorted produce. s

3345. Does the captain participate in the profit or loss of the trading voyage,
or does he act on behalf of mercantile houses in this country >—Some houses adopt
the principle of paying their captain on commission ; others give him a share of the
profit of the voyage.

3346. Mr. Evans.] It is but lately that the custom of giving credit to the
natives has arisen ?—In the floating trade.

3347. What extent of credit is commonly given now to the natives ?—Some-
times from 5/. to 100/ E

3348. What length of credit >—Perhaps it may be a few weeks, or two or three
months. When a ship is guing down the coust, they leave the goods on shore ;
and when she comes back, they are paid in palm oil ; and sometimes, of late, when
the ship has a small quantity of goods remaining, they have left it with the natives
to be paid the next voyage.

3349. Do you know of any losses that have arisen from that system of giving
credit i—Certainly [ do; I have bhad very heavy losses myself, from my c;iptuins
haviog given credit.

3350. Mr. W. Patten.] What class of persons is it that they give credit to ?—
Common natives ; traders.

3351. Not chiefs?—In some cases chiefs.

3352. Chairman.] Is there a class of traders distinct from the chiefs, along the
coast where you touch ?— Yes.

3353. Do they trade along the coast, or by carrying goods inland >—Both
ways.

3354. Mr. Forster.] When you first began the trade with Sierra Leone in
1812, how many houses were engaged in trade in that settlement 7—One.

3355. What house was that ¥—Zachary Macaulay & Company.

3356. Did that house carry on business in the way you have described as
having been the general system previous to the introduction of the new system you
have alluded to:—They carried it on upon the system of having their own house
at Sierra Leone, and paying agents.

3357. Chairman.] They sold their goods to all parties who came to them ?—
Any one that came to them they sold them to.

3358. Mr. Forster.] Our settlements at the Gambia were established in 1816 ;
have you been connected with that place ever since >—I have. 1

3350. Has there been great competition in the trade there for many years past?
—Very great.

3360. How long did the house of Macaulay & Co. continue to be the only house
at Sierra Leone subsequently to 1812 2—About seven years.

3361. Did the trade after that become divided *—It did.

3362. Has it continued so up to this time *—Yes, with very great competition.

3363. Chairman.] Can you state the number of houses now in that trade P—
There are only four honses now ; several have gone out of the trade, they made a
very bad thing of it.

3364. Mr. Forster.] Dr. Madden, in his third Report, speaks of the trade with
our African settlements as a monopoly in the hands of a few houses; can you give
the Committee any information as to the progress of the trade in your experience
for the last 30 years, in respect of the number of merchants engaged in it, and the
success attending their speculations —In consequence of that remark in Dr. Mad-
den’s Report, 1 have taken some pains in looking through my own books for
information upon the subject, and 1 find that at the Gambia, since I have known
the trade, there have been 17 merchants in it.

3365. Seventeen houses, or merchants >—Seventeen distinet establishments,
principally merchants ; five abandoned the trade with loss ; three became bank-
vupts; seven withdrew, for what reason I cannot account. One house now
remains that has been in it about three years, and one house remains in it that has
been in it ever since it was established,

3366. Mr. W, Patten.] There are only two remaining >—There are two remain-
ing ; I was the last that withdrew myself. .

0.35: z 4 3367. Sir
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3367. Sir 7. D. Acland.] What has been the greatest number existing at any
one period ?—Four. M

5368. Will you state what you imagine to be the chief cause of the decline of
the trade at the Gambia ?—Tirst, the loss of the gum trade, Ly the French taking
it; that has been a serious loss to the Gambia merchants. It is now totaily lost
to the country, and has been so for the last six years. i

3369. What is thenext cause ?—1I think the second cause is the permission to

foreigners to come there upon the same footing as British ships, and they have an °

advantage, inasmuch as they only pay duty upon what they land, while a British
ship is obliged to pay duty upon all that she carries into port immediately, and the
British shipping are not permitted to go into the French portsin return. Another
cause is the increased trade of the Americans there, and foreigners of every
description. They have cut up our trade there very much; they have divided it.
There is the loss also of the mahogany trade.

3370. How is the mahogany trade lost 2—The state of the market has been the
principal cause. An importation of mahogany from other parts of the world has
taken place to a great extent ; the Gambia mahogany being of an inferior descrip-
tion, we cannot bring it here to compete with that which is finer.

3371. Is it inferior to Honduras 7—It is.

3372. In quality >—It is inferior in quality to Honduras. There is some Hon-
duras that is quite as bad as Gambia, but it is not brought to this country. = The
Honduras brought to this country is better than the Gambia.

3373. Mr. Iorster.] Ts not the objection to the Gambia mahogany confined to
its hardness ?—That is ove great reason ; the cabinet manufacturers complain that
it chips.

3374. Mr. W. Patten.] Are those the whole of the causes of the decline of the
trade to the Gambia?—I think those are the principal cuuses, and the reduction
of the price of produce of every description that has come from the Gambia;
and you cannot get the natives to reduce their prices in proportion as the markets
have fallen in this country.

3375. Will you state how the gum trade has been lost to us ?—From France
interdicting the trade by a blockade, and an illegal one, too.

3376. At what period was that>—In 1834 and 1835.

3377. Why did the trade not revive after that was over >—Because the French
have increased their subsidies to the king of the Trazars, and in signing the
treaty that they made with him, they stated that so long as they do not bring their
gum down to the British at Portendic they are to receive those subsidies, but if they
have any communication with the British they are to lose them.

3378. That is the sole cause why we have lost the gum trade ?—VYes, it was a
commercial blockade. The present Government and the late Government, and
all the law officers of the Government, have stated it to be illegal.

3370. Mr. Wood.] Tlie blockade does not now continue >—No, but the French
have satisfied the natives that they are the strongest power ; they drove our ships
away by their men-of-war.

3380. There is now no impediment to our ships going there :—No, but we
have no security against the French doing the like again.

3381. Are the facilities existing now to our carrying on the gum trade equal to
those enjoyed by the French, provided that the natives were equally wnlhpg_ to
trade with us ?>—If they were equally willing, certainly ; but they are not willing
while they are receiving those subsidies. afin ; :

3382. Supposing that interference by subsidies did not exist, have we equal
facilities with the French for having a share of the tmdc‘?—. Certainly, upon that
supposition. By a treaty between the Frcx‘lch and the English that trade is con-
fined exclusively to those two powers. They will allow no other power to go
there.

3383. Who will allow no other power to go there =—France and England.

3384. Do you mean that there is a mutual compact regarding the trade at
Portendic between France and England 7—Yes, by a treaty between France and
England in 1783 and 1814. %

3385. What was the date and the origin of the compact between the native
chiefs and the French Government, to gi've them the exclusive supply of gumz —
During the blockade a treaty, dated August 1835, which gave 5,000 dollars per
annum to the king ; and further, the inhubitants of Senegal udded, on condition

that no trade should be carried on at Portendie with the British, that they would
give
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‘gﬁéitﬁ'a Trazars a proportionate contribution from every hiouse, and even every hut . ¢. Redman, Esq.

in Senegal, the most insignificant of which should not be less than two dollars; = .
previously to raising the blockade, the French obtained that treaty with the king of 27 May 1842.
the Trazars, ;
- 3386. Are there any other tribes who are capable of carrying on the gum
trade, who would be willing to carry on that trade with us, and who are not par-
ties to that compact?—No; the Trazars are a warlike nation, and they keep
the key to all that country.

3387. Has any means suggested itself to you by which this state of things
might be remedied, so as to afford to us a share in the trade *—VYes.

3388. Have you any objection to state what those means are >—Yes, I have a
great objection, because when the time arrives I intend 1o take advantage of
them.

3389. Is the time likely to be early or remote >—When the Government obtain
from France the indemnifications due to myself and others.

3390. Are you one of the parties who have sutfered in consequence of that
blockade upon the coast >—1I am the greatest sufferer.

3391. Mr. Forster.] You have stated the number of persons who have been
engaged in the trade at the Gambia ; will you now state the number that have
been engaged in the trade at Sierra Leone >—There have been 28 London mer-
chants engaged in the trade; nine have abandoned it with loss; six became
bankrupts ; four have withdrawn, and two are withdrawing ; there are four remain-
ing in it, and three have retired with property made in it during that period.

3392. Sir 7. D. Acland.] What is the greatest number existing at any onc
period :— Half-a-dozen houses in London ; on the Gold coast, the Leeward trade,

22 merchants have been in the trade; six abandoned the trade with loss; two
‘became bankrupts ; two bave withdrawn from it; five are still init; two have
made money in it,

3303 Mr. W. Patien.| Ave there not more than five merchants trading with
the Gold Coast now ?*—Not from London; I am speaking of the number from
London,

3394. Sir 7. D. Acland,] What was the greatest number trading with the Gold
Coast at any one period ¥— Five.

3305. Do you know anything of the trade further to leeward >—No.

3396. Mr. Forster.] This is over a period of 30 years >—Yes.

3397. Siv 7. D. Acland.] On the whole do you consider our trade to be ad-
vancing or decreasing >—Advancing, I think, gradually ; the oil trade is increasing.

3398. Do you think there is still room in this country for its increase?
I do.

3399. Mr. Evans.] Does the timber trade increase 7—No, and I fear it will
decrease.

3400. Is there any particular reason that you see for the decrease of the timber
trade >—The introduction of the East India teak.

3401. Is the East India teak of better quality than the African timber?——
Certainly.

3402. Mr. Forster.] Has it been the custom in the African trade to restrict
the captains and supercargoes in their sales on the coast of Africa, with reference
to the character or pursuits of their customers there >—No.

3403. Have you understood that the resident slave dealers on the coast are
generally dealers in produce as well as in slaves ?—They deal in produce as well
as in slaves.

3404. Did it ever occur to you, that by refusing to take the produce you would
hold out any inducement to the slave dealers to leave off the slayve trade ?—No.

3405. Were you ever aware that it was contrary to any Act of Parliament to
sell British goods i Africa to any purchaser, whether engaged in the slave trade
or not ?—Not until Dr. Madden’s Report arrived in this country.

3406. Chairman.] You conceived that your responsibility was limited to the
case of selling improper goods, and receiving improper produce in return’—
Quite so.

3407. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Did you liear of a proclamation of Governor Maclean,
of the 15th of December 1839°—No; I never heard of it till I saw it in the
Parliamentary papers.

3408. Should vou have thought yourself warranted in selling manacies or
planks for slavers !—Certainly not; I should know I was doisg wrong then.

0.35. Aa 3409. You
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3409. You would have thought that you were not dealing in lawful articles 7—
oSz : rer eI

3410. M. Forster.] As a ship-broker and merchant for 30 years, you must
have had great acquaintance with the foreign trade. Do you understand that
many of the first houses in Cuba and Brazil are engaged in the African slave trade?
—They are, to my knowledge. W {

3411. Are you aware that those houses are in direct correspondence with: ‘many
of the first commercial houses in London and Liverpool, and that goods ubed in
the slave trade are shipped by those English houses to the orders of those cor-
respondents in Brazil and Cuba carrying on the slave trade?—Certainly. W

3412. Are you aware that the slave goods in question are made in this country
expressly for the slave trade, and are known to the manufacturers by the name of
slave goods?—1I am perfectly aware of that. “There are houses at Manchester
that make no other goods.

3413. Mrv. /#0od.] Do those houses make the goods knowing that they are
intended to be sold in payment for slaves purchased =—Yes, I should say so.

3414. Chairman.] You say that they are known by the name of “slave goods”?
—1I do not say that they are known by the name of ¢ slave goods,” but they are
known to be slave goods.

3415. Are they a distinet class of goods employed in bartering for slaves ?—
Yes.

3416. Mr. /¥ood.] Have you ever heard any denomination of goods deseribed
as “slave goods”?—No.

3417. Have you ever heard them so described in commercial correspondence 2
—No.

3418. Have you ever heard them so described in conversation among commer-
cial men in this country r¥—No. .

3419. Are they known under the designation of ¢ African goods,” or “goods
for the African trade” ?—VYes; an inferior deseription ; thereis a difference in the
quality. b

3420. What is the meaning of the phrase “ inferior description” ?~—We all pretty
well know ; houses that I bave had communication with at Manchester are per-
fectly aware that goods that are of an inferior description are those goods that are
principally used in the slave trade.

3421. Is that in the direct trade from this country to the coast of Africa, or
circuitously through Cuba and the Brazils ?—Through Cuba and Brazil.

3422. Chairman.] Do none of those inferior goods go direct from this country
to the coast of Afiica >—There may be some that go direct from this country; but
1 know of no goods, being sent direct from London to any slave dealers ; they go
to houses.

3423. But the same quality of goods are sent directly from England to the
African coast as are sent to Cuba and Brazil for the slave trade =—Yes; but in less
quantities from London, because none of the fine goods go to Cuba or Brazil.

3424. Mr. Wood.] If it be known at Manchester that when goods of that
description are ordered to go out to Cuba or Brazil, they must be destined to be
sold in exchange for slaves, would not the same inference arise if they are
ordered by a London merchant, to ship them to the coast of Africa ?—VYes. v

3425. Mr. forster.] Have you known any African merchant in Londen ship
any of the goods you have alluded to as goods manufactured expressly for the
slave trade 7—No.

3426. M. /#o0d.] Have you known them ship goods under the designation of
“inferior goods” ?—Itis the price of the article that they are shipped under
whichi determines their quality ; they are not shipped as inferior goods, but they
are goods at certain prices. )

3427. If their destination be uncertain when exported from London direct to
the coust of Africa, why may not their destination be equally uncertain when they
are exported from hence to Cuba and Brazil >—After all iv is only matter of
surmise.

3428. Mr. Forster.] If any complaint could justly be against the London
merchant for shipping goods to the coast of Afiica, which goods may subse-
quently go into the hands of slave dealers, then would not the same complaint
lie with still greater force against the manufacturers in this country who make
such goods expressly for the purpose of the slave trade, and against those mer-
chants in London and Liverpool who ship them to houses in Cuba and Brazil gol;

tha
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trade that those articles will purchase produce for in the same ratio as the African
merchant obtains in his market.

3429. Chairman.] You mean to say that the return to Cuba and Brazil for
those goods must be in slaves?—What I mean is this, that at Cuba and the
Brazils there is not a market for the commodities sent out from this country, except
by making use of them to purchase slaves with. If you send them to Africa,
those goods may be used in the purchase of palm oil and of ivory.

3430. You mean to say there is no lawful trade carried on between those
countries and Africa, and that therefore those goods must be employed in an
unlawful trade *— Yes; there is very little lawful trade, I believe.

3431. Captain Fitzroy.] Are not the goods employed in Brazil and in the West
Indies, for the use of the black population in those countries, precisely similar to
the goods used on the coast of Africa >—Yes, they are; but in small quantities, in
comparison to the quantity sent out there.

3432. Is not the negro population now in those countries very large *—It is.

3433. Mr. JWood.] Are not they clothed in goods similar to what are sent to
the coast of Africa ?—Only partially so.

3434. Mr. Forster.| Have you not understood that particular descriptions of
cotton manufacture made in Lancashire, and solely adapted for the trade of the
coast of Africa, were shipped to Cuba and Brazil ?—-Yes.

3435+ Siv 7. D, deland.] And when such goods are shipped to Cuba and
Brazil, is it for the sole purpose of purchasing slaves ?—Certainly.

3436. Chairman.] Ts there no return trade from the coast of Africa to Cuba
or Brazil except in slaves 7—I think none.

3437. Siv 7. D, Adcland.] Where do those goods acquire the name of slave
goods; you say not in Mauchester, and ot in London *—They are not invoiced
as slave goods, but in common phrase we call them slave goods.

3438. Mr. Evans.] Were not they usually called so before the abolition of the
trade, in common parlance —They were.

3430. Siv 7. D. Acland.] Where *—1I should say principally at Liverpool ; they
are known at Manchester and Liverpool, and in London and Bristol, as slave goods,
but they are not invoiced as slave goods.

3440. What is the description of the goods—There are some hundreds of
diflerent patterns of goods that are sent out.

3441. Are they cotton goods >—Cotton goods.

3442. Are they handkerchiefs *—Handkercbiefs and piece goods.

3443. Mr. dldam.] Ts the figure of the print different from other goods ?—
Yes; but I do not know how to describe them.

3444. Mr. V. Palten.] Are they chiefly very gaudy colours?
blue, and white.

8445. So gaudy that no civilised person would wear them 7—7Yes. )

3446.  Chairman.] How do you account for their sending different qualities of
goods, which are exchanged with the same people, the one for produce and the
other for slaves 7— Because on the coast, from their habit of trade, they know the
great difference between what is good and what is bad ; they know what is a good
colour, what will wash and what will not wash ; and therefore the best articles are
made use of for the coast, and the commonest go up into the interior; the slaves
are brought down from the interior, and therefore it is the commonest articles
that are mostly made use of.

3447. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Are these goods essential for the carrying on of the
slave trade in the interior by the slave dealers >—Certainly.

* 3448, If they bad not those goods, could they continue to supply the slave
market >—1I do not know that they could.

3440. Would they use guns and gunpowder =—Guns and gunpowder are neces-
sary, because lhey are doing away with bows and arrows ; they want them to get
their daily food. 4

3450. Do they use dollars in the interior to procure slaves >—Certainly not.

3451. Mr. Aldam.] Are the French in the habit of supplying slave goods 7—
1 think not.

3452. Mr. Ji". Paiten.] Or the Belgians >—The Belgians and the Dutch do.

3453. Chairman.] And the Hamburghers 7— Yes.

3454 Sic 2. D. Acland.] Are those goods made use of in the legitimate trade
of the African coast 7—Certainly.
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© '345%5. Are they made use of to a great extent?-=¥Yes.
1 %155‘%. Ave they used in -exchangeffor- |9rqducé’!¢‘~¥§;. BTG RLN
3457. M. Forster.] Are not guns and gunpowder also used in the legitimate
trade 7—Certainly. el st &0l
 3458. With respect to those goods which you have described as peculiarly
adapted to the slave trade, and which are now manufactured in Lancashire, wonld
they not be manufactured by the Americans, il any difficulty were thrown in the
way of their being manufactured here 7—Certainly. ST

3459. Mr. Evans.] That is, if no goods of the' kind you have been speak‘ﬁéwof
were sent from England to that spot, an equal quantity of the same kind of goods
would go to the same coast from other countries ?—Certainly. i -

3460. Do you believe that the goods sold in exchange for: slaves have been
goods of a better quality, and of greater value, during the last 11 years, than they
used to be formerly ?—1I think they are, as far as I can judge.

3461. Do you know, or do you suppose, that goods of the best quality are
exchanged for slaves ?—I cannot answer that question.

3462. Chairman.] You look upon the inferiority of the goods to be very much
governed by the distance from the coast of the market for which they are intended 2
—Yes.

3463. Therefore, supposing the slave trade from the interior were very much
replaced by the palm oil trade, that palm oil trade would be paid for by inferior
goods just as the slave trade is now ?—Yes, but I think they would soon require
the better description of goods.

3464. In proportion to the frequency of the intercourse, there comes a demand
for the finer article, arising from their increased knowledge of the article 7—Yes.

3465. Sir 7. D. Acland.] s it not easier for them to bring down slaves from
the interior from a great distance, than it is to bring down produce >—I should
think not: palm oil they can bring in large quantities. On the very coast where
my factories were, when I first commenced the trade there, no captain hardly
dared to go ashore there; now you can have intercourse with them always.

3466. Do you happen to know the extremest point of distance from' the ecoast
from which the palm oil is supplied >—No; it is brought a very great way; I am
informed by my captains several days’ journey.

3467. Mu. JV. Paiten.] Is any great proportion of the trade at the settlements
upon the coast that you are interested in carried on with foreigners, not with
natives ; do they ever come to your stores :—I have no stores open for parties to
go to in that way now, but much business is so done.

3468. Do you know whether captains of foreign vessels are purchasers to any
extent at the stores at those settlements >—Not to any great extent but in barter.

3469. The great bulk of the trade is carried on by the natives >—Yes.

3470. Is there not a considerable trade at Sierra Leone carried on between
merchants and parties nct natives -—Yes.

3471. Who are those parties that are not natives?—American, French, Spaniards,
Portuguese, and Belgians.

3472. What is the kind of goods that they chiefly ask for >—British wanufac~
tured goods.

3473. Cottons >—Yes.

3474. Of the superior or inferior kind —Every description.

3475. Is not there a general suspicion that those goods are used in the slave
trade which are purchased by the foreign captains >—Not always ; if a Spaniard
was to buy of you, you might suspect it.

3476. Would you not also in the case of an American ?—DNo. :

3477. A South American>—Yes, a South American is looked upon as a
Spaniard.

3478. Suppose that you knew that he came from New Orleans *—It is not the
customn of merchants or manufacturers to ask a purchaser what he is going to do
with the goods he is buying.

3479. But the general suspicion was that those parties who purchased those
goods were about to employ them in the slave trade 7—No; they buy goods from
you and sell them to those who may employ them afterwards in the purchase of
slaves.

3480. Mr. Forster.] Having had dealings with all onr settlements upen the
coast, which of those settlements do you consider the wost distinguished for order
and fair dealing 7—The Gold Coust.

Ly
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" 3481. Tfa person had died at Cape Coast Castle owing you money, and you
had no oneon the coast to look after that property, should you feel a confidence
in the authorities that they would faithfully account for the property of the de-
ceased 7—1I should. v

~ 3482. Did you ever hear any complaints against them of their neglecting their
duty in that respect *—No.

- 3483. Supposing the same thing happened at Sierra Leone, how would you feel
in that case -—From sad expericnce, the reverse. g

3484. You would not expect the property to be faithfully accounted for >—No.

3485. There are a great many law courts and lawyers at Sierra Leone, are there
not?>— Yes ; that is one great evil.

3486. Has not the want of correctness and regularity in administering to the
effects of deceased persons been long a subject of grievance and complaint in that
settlement 2 —It has, very long.

3487. How have you found Gambia in that respect ”—Much better.

3488. Mr. JFood.| Are there any lawyers there?>—Yes, but not until within
the last three or four years. ;

3489. How many are there =—Ohne.

3490. Mr. Forster.] How many do you suppose there are at Sierra Leone? —
Three or four; and five or six sometimes.

3401. Are you of opinion that both the Gambia and the Gold Coast should be
made independent of Sierra Leone ?—Certainly, they should; I cannot see any
reason why they should be subject to the government of Sierra Leone ; places so
distant from the scat of government.

3402. Are you of opinion that they have suffered in their prosperity from their
dependence on that settlement 2—1I think they have. i

.3403. Credithas been frequently given in this country to coloured traders at Sierra
Leone ; bas that been found to answer -—A great many coloured people have been
given credit to, and I am very sorry to say, that in every instance it‘has failed.
I believe in all instances it has been to the Joss of the merchants in London, giving
any coloured man credit.

3494. Mr. Evans.] Do you speak of the Gambia, or at Sierra Leone — Both
places.

3405. Do you apply it also to the Gold Coast >— There have been no coloured
men come from Cape Coast to London; they have had credit given to them by
the merchants out there; but coloured people have come from Sierra Leone and
the Gambia, and they have had large credit given to them, and in almost all cases
it has been fatal to the merchants ; they have suffered very severe losses; in fact,
it was the ruin of one house, the great credit they gave to the mulattoes and blacks.

34906. Mr. Mitcalfe.] Who is the officer who is appointed by the government
to collect the property of deceased persons at Sierra Leone 7—There is no person
appointed to collect the property ; of course, if there is a will, the executor admi-
nisters to it. There is a system, which I have unfortunately suffered from, on the
part of any executor who wishes to do wrong; he sends a sum of money to every
solicitor, or to as many solicitors as he likes. In oneinstance of my own the adminis-
trator retained every solicitor in the place ; my correspondent dying withoat a
will, the Governor permitted his clerk to administer to the property; he imme-
diately retained the three lawyers that were in the town, and when I sent a power
of atturney out to a merchant there to act, he could not go into court, because
he could not go in without a lawyer; the person who had obtained the adminis-
tsation had retained all the lawyers, and therefore from that period to this, which
is now about five years, there is about 11,000/, of which T have never received
but one, and I have spent that on costs.

3407. Mr. Ewvans.] Has it been spent in litigation: have you any account how
it has been disposed of *—No; I cannot get an account.

3498. Did the Governor's secretary send you any account whatever >—None
whatever.

5499. Mr. AMitcalfe.] There is no person appointed by the government to col-
lect the property ot deceased persons >—Nane.

3500. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Was it not in your power to send out a professional
man from this country #~—I might ; but there are few professional men that are
worth having that would go out there.
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3501. Mr. Aldam.} Were you never heard in court at all, nor any one on your
behalf ?—Never ; within the lasf four months a solicitor has gone out, and a new
Queen’s Advocate, and I retained both of those gentlemen before they went
out, so that I shall be represented there at last., * 11820

3502. Mr. Mitcalfe.] How long ago is it since you lost this property?—
Between six and seven years. ! ] R

3503. Mr. Forster.] Did you ever hear of the property of a deceased person,
dying without a will, or without some person upon the spot to look after the
effects, being faithfully and correctly remitted to this country from Sierra Leone?
—1I fear I do not koow a case; I am very much afraid that there is a very bad'
system there in those cases. i

3504. Do you think such a system is general in other colonies ?—No, it is not
so at the Gambia or Cape Coast. ¥

3505. M. IV, Patten.] To what do you attribute this state of things at Sierra
Leone; not to the lawyers being there >—I am afraid a great deal arises from the
lawyers being there. I think they would be a great deal better without them ;
because then the Governor would act as he does at Cape Coast and at the
Gambia. -

3506. Do you think it is desirable that in a large establishment like Sierra
Leone the Governor should have that responsibility attached to him?—The
Governor at the Gambia, in two instances which I have known, when the parties
bave died, has named in one case two merchants, and in the other three mer-
chants, to act on behalf of the party who was dead ; and in those cases the parties
came forward and sold the property, and remitted it faithfully; and that is the
system at Cape Coast.

3507. Mr. W. Patten.] Who was the Governor at the time when that case
with regard to the 11,000 /. occurred 7—Colonel Doberty. -

3508. Mr. Aldam.] Does not it amount to this, that in case of a person dying
without any executor or administrator, no one is appointed to look after his pro-
perty >—The Governor is always looked upon as the Lord Chancellor to do so.

3509. Sir T. D. Acland.] Is there anything in the counstitution of Sierra Leone
which has prevented him from acting in the same way there —Not that I know.

3510. Mr. Forster.] But in every case in Sierra Leone some person takes
charge of the property >—VYes.

3511. Chairman.] Who takes charge of it It cannot be administered without
the consent of the Governor, who is the Lord Chancellor.

3512. Then the Governor has the responsibility there as elsewhere ?>—I do not
know that he takes upon himself any respousibility in permitting a party to ad-
minister ; he should take good securities.

3513. Mr. Aldam.] What takes place in Sierra Leone when a man dies without
any executor, or any person to administer —I can hardly say what takes place ;
there is a great deal of roguery takes place.

3514. Mr. Forster.] Have not the grievances complained of generally arisen
from parties who have administered to the effects under some real or pretended
claim upon the deceased e—Yes, just so.

3515. Chairman.] Has not the Governor of Sierra Leone the same power of
protecting the property of the person deceased as the Governor of the Gambia or
Cape Coast ?>—They have never interfered to do so, but I know nothing to pre-
vent them from doing it.

3516. Mr. Forster.] You judge from experience, and from the effects of the
system ?—TI do.

3517. Mr. Aldam.] Does not your complaint amount to this, that it generally
happens that, at Sierra Leone, some person has taken upon himself the executor-
ship with fraudulent intentions —1 think there are a great many cases of that.

3518. Mr. Forster.] Does it not appear to you that this system has risen up
in a great measure as matter of custom there, from bad example, and that it has
not been, in fact, the custom to remit the property of deceased persons to this
country ?—1I think at Sierra Leone almost all the executors or administrators to
estates become men of property in a very short time; from what I have seen, most
of those that have risen, have risen from dead men’s property.

3529. M.
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' 3529. Mr. JV. Patten.] You have stated that the gum trade has been lost to
this country ; have you any idea of the amount of the gum trade at the time it
was lost >—1 should think the loss to this country will be at any rate 50,0004
a year, the profit of the trade.  * .

3530. Do you know what the value of the gum exported was from that coast ?
—1I cannot state at the present moment.

3531. Have you any idea of the value of the mahogany trade ?>—I cannot state
it off-hand ; at one time it amounted to 10,000 /. annually.

3532. Chairman.] Can you state the amount of the loss incurred by the trans-
actions of the French at Portendic >—The actual loss is about 76,000 /.

3533. Mr. Aldam.] Donot you think that many of those defects which you have
observed in the system of administration of the effects of deccased persons have
arisen from the system of law that was employed being too complicated for the
state of society >—1I think so, as one part of the defects, certainly.

3534. Chairman.] Has there been in Sierra Leone a greater attempt to follow
the technicalities of the English law than at the Gambia or at the Gold Coast >—
There has.

3535. And that has done more harm than good *—Yes.

3536. Mr. dldam.] 1t is possible for them to have a sufficient staff of lawyers to
carry out the details of the English law ?—I think not.

3537. Have they attempted it >—They have attempted it, but they mostly are
not competent lawyers that go out there.

3538. Mr. Iorster.] In your opinion are the evils that have been referred to,
more particularly with respect to the administration of the effects of deceased
persons there, mainly owing to the standard of moral principle being lower at
Sierra Leone than at the other settlements upon the coast ?—I1 think so.

Martis, 31° die Maii, 1842.
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Colonel dlexander Findlay, called in; and further Examined.

3530. Mr. Forsier.] FROM your long residence at the Gambia and at Sierra
Leone you must be well acquainted with the river and coasts between those settle-
ments ; do you think it would be desirable, for the improvement of commerce and
the suppression of the slave trade, to establish British forts in that quarter 7—1I
think it would be a very great advantage both to commerce and to the suppression
of the slave trade if settlements were made at the mouth of the river Nunez and
the river Pongas, and if we were to take possession of the island of Budama, which
belongs to us, and to have a settlement there. 1 think it would have a great
effect, both as to the increase of commerce and the suppression of the slave trade.

3540. It is in cvi_dence befure this Committee that great abuses exist in the
system of administering to the estates of deceased persons at Sierra Leone. Can
you offer to the Committee any explanation of that circumstance ?—1I believe such
abuses do exist, and that it has been of long standing, but I am afraid that the
evidence of the last witness has made an impression upon the minds of this Com-
mittee that great blame is to be attached to the governors. 1 therefore wish to
explain, that in almost every case of the death of a merchant, or an agent, a will is
left, in which are named executors to take charge of the property. Where a will is
not left, it 1s invariably the case that some individual gomes forward, with either a
real or pretended claim, and takes out letters of administration. Both those
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cases take it entirely out of the power of the governor to' interfere. In a case
where ' there is no will, and no claim made for' letters of administration against
the estate of a deceased person, it would be the duty of the governor to appoint
a committee to take charge of the propenty, to dispose of i, to pay the funeral

expenses, and all the other debts that might be due from the estate in the colony, and

to see that the committee should lodge the balance of the proceeds, if any, in the
colonial chest, there to remain as a deposit until the heirs at law, or heirat law,
made good his or her claim, when the amount would be remitted. The governors
that have been upon the coast since my time have been all men of strict honour
and high character, and I am convinced that they would have acted as I have
stated had any case of this kind occurred during their government.

3541. Mr. Wilson Patten.] You said that where any parties apply to admi-
nister to wills, the governor does not interfere >—No, it is out of his power in that
case. ;

3542. Mr. . Evans.] Do you know any instance of extensive frauds practised
iindconsequence of persons dying upon the coast without wills 7—1I eannot say that

o.

3543. Mr. Mitcalfe.] You were not mixed up in commercial affairs generally,
and: therefore this subject was not likely to come under your knowledsze *—No.

3544. Mr. Forster.] Then you attribute it rather to the want of moral principle
in the place, than to any failure of duty on the part of the governors?—Yes;
I attribute those abuses to the morals of the people, and not to any neglect of the
ZOVernors. ;

3545. Were those abuses extensive in your time -—They may have occurred in
my time. .

35406. Do you recollect any instances >—I may name one instance ; that on the
late Mr. Kennett Macaulay’s visit to the Gambia as acting governor, in 1826, he
told me that be had realized about 36,000%, and that, on his return to ‘Sierra
Leone, it was his intention to wind up his uncle’s affairs, and to retire from the
coast. I have been told since that his friends and his family, who live in Seotland,
have not received one shilling of this property.

3547. Did he die soon after that time 7—He died soon after his return to Sierra
Leone. S

3548. Do you know how long Mr. Kennett Macaulay had resided on the coast?
—He had been a long time on the coast; I suppose from 20 to 25 years.

3549. There has been a practice of admitting coloured persons, without legal
education, into practice in the courts at Sierra Leone as solicitors; do you think
that has been a good practice #—No, I think it has been a very bad practice.

3550. Sir R. H. Inglis.] On what account do you consider that that is a bad
practice —Because they have not been brought up to the law.

3551. Chairman.] Have any white persons been admitted in the same situation,
without legal education :—I believe there have. .

3552. Do you hold it to be equally injurious, whether they are white or coloured,
provided they are ignorant of the law —Yes, if they are ignorant of the law;
colour makes no difference.

3553. Mr. Torster.] In the case of these colonies, where the population is
small, do you think it desirable to multiply legal forms in the administration of
the government ?—No, I should think the simpler the forms are the better.

3554. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Is it your opinion that the legal forms used in the
colony at the present time are too numerous for the good of the colony —At
Sierra Leone, I think, there are too many practising attornies ; they give a good
deal of annoyance.

3555. Chairman.] Is there an attempt to introduce the: technicalities of the
English law too far in the practice of the court at Sierra Leone ?—I rather think
there is.

3556. M. IWilson Patten.] Can you point out any particular legal forms which
you have found detrimental in the colony ?—No, I cannot say that I can point out
any particular forms. '

3557. Mr. Forster.] Do not those courts of law affurd an opportunity 1o persons
who are inclined to litigate, and to withhold property belonging to others in this
counthy, to have recourse to legal forms for the purpose of throwing difficulties in
the way of payment /—I have no doubt they do.

3558. Mr. Wilson Patten.]’ What alteration in' the present system would you
suggest to remedy that evil?—1 do not know that I am able to point out any
remedy.

3550. Would
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- 3559. Would you give greater authority to the governor 7—The governor can
“hardly interfere in the matter; he must only approve or disapprove of what comes
before him for his opinion.

3560. Mr. Forster.] Atthe Gambia, where the forms are simpler, none of those
abuses have existed, have they ?—I do not know of any.

. 3561. It appears from Dr. Madden’s Report, that the Rev. Mr. Morgan was
one of the parties from whom he received a portion of his information upon the
subject of Sierra Leone; was that gentleman one of the party who opposed the
government in your time >—He was.

3562. Had you ever cause to make any official complaint against that gentleman ?
—1 had cause to make an official complaint against him.

3563. What was the nature of the complaint 7—I ordered the Rev. Mr. Morgan,
as chaplain of the colony, to administer religious consolation to the prisoners
confined in the gaol under sentence of death ; he refused to do so, for which he
was brought before the council, when he persisted in his refusal, stating that it
was not part of his duty; 1 was then obliged to get the clergyman of the Wesleyan
Missionary Society to attend the prisoners.

3504. Was he re-called upon this >—No; his adherence to the party I have
alluded to secured him against that.

3505. Chawrman.] Is Mr. Morgan now in this country >—No.

3506. Is be in the colony now >—Yes.

3507. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Did you address the Colonial Office upon the
subject >—I did.

3508. Had you any communication in return from the Colonial Office upon the
subject7—No; I had not.

35009. Mr. Forster.] Had you not the power to suspend him ?—I had the power
to suspend him, but I did not wish 10 deprive the inhabitants of Freetown of
bis services as clergyman ; I satisfied myself by representing his conduct to Lord
Viscount Goderich, then Secretary of State.

3570. Mr. Wilson Patten.] What was the nature of his appointment >—He was
appointed colonial chaplain by the Colonial Office.

3571. Under the direction of the governor?>—All officers in the colony are
under the governor.

3572. Mr. Forster.] If any of the Sierra Leone merchants had had factories or
stores on the river, or on the neighbouring coasts beyond the jurisdiction of the
colony, and such factories or stores had been plundered by the chiefs or the natives
of the place, would you, as governor, have considered it your duty to interfere
and protect the parties?—1I would have considered it my duty to interfere, to use
every exertion in my power to punish the aggressors, and to obtain redress for the
injured party.

3573. Do you think there is any information in Dr. Madden’s Report which
might not have been more satisfactorily obtained by evidence in this country ?—
I have not seen any statement or any information in Dr. Madden's Report but
what could have been obtained as correctly in this country, without the trouble or
expense of going to Africa for it.

3574. Mr. Evans.] Was it the universal practice when you were governor of
Sierra Leone, to deliver up the runaway slaves to the neighbouring chiefs ?—
No.

3575. Then if any slave ran away from his chief or his master, in the vicinity
of Sierra Leone, he was not delivered up, but he remained free in the colony ?—
I never knew an instance of any coming to the colony; in the Gambia there was
one came.

* 35706. Have yon known any instances in any other port of the coast of Africa,

where you have been stationed, in which slaves coming into the colony, running
away from their masters or their chiefs, have been delivered up. Was it the cus-

tom in any of those places to deliver them up to their masters ?—I am not aware
of any, nor do I think it is the custom to deliver them up.

3577. Chairman.] 1f a neighbouring chief had represented to you that a slave
had run away after committing atrocious crimes, should you have thought it your
duty or not to send him back *—I do not think I should have sent him back for
anything but murder ; perhaps I might have been induced to send him back in
a case of murder.

3578. Mr. Mitcalfe.] Would you have acted on your own behalf as governor,
or taken the advice of the council before you came ta any determination upon it?

0.35. Bs — That

Col. 4. Findlay.

31 May 1842,



Col. A. Findluy

31 May 1843,

Rev. J. Beecham.

186 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

—That I cannot exdctly say: but it is most likely I would have taken the advice
of the council. CETRE b T

3579- Chairman.] The case never arose during your administration >—No j
except one case that occurred at the Gambia ; it was a woman; and she was not
delivered up, although there were many applications for her.

3580. Was she charged with crime ?— No ; she was ill-treated by her mistress,
and she made her escape to the colony. Tk W

TN
The Reverend Jokhn Beecham, called in ; and Examined. il

3586. Chairman.] YOU have for some time been at the head of the mis-
sionary department of the Wesleyan body >—1I am one of the general secretaries
of the Wesleyan Missionary Society.

3587. Since the sitting of this Committee, have you taken an opportunity of
looking into the reports which you have received from your missionaries on the
coast of Africa from time to time, with the view of ascertaining whether there is
not some information in such reports bearing upon the subject of this inquiry 7—
I have.

3588. Will you have the goodness to state the result of that examination ?—
I have collected some information under the several heads of inquiry. First,
as to the extent of British influence among the natives on the Gold Coast: it
appears to me from the inquiry I have made, that British influence has increased
on the Gold Coast very considerably since the Ashantee war, which commenced
about the time of the legal abolition of the slave trade, the Ashantees having
invaded Fantee for the first time in the year 1807. Before they were humbled by
the Ashantees, the natives were very turbulent and unmanageable. Mr. Meredith,
the governor of Winnebah Tort, in a letter addressed to the committee of the
African Institution, dated the 26th of February 1811, says, “ The Ashantees are
threatening to pay us another visit, and it is the current opinion that the Fantees
must be either subdued by the Ashantees, or means devised to restrain their un-
governable conduct, before the country is tranquillized, or before much improve-
went is effected. The Fantees are now to be considered a large body ; they have
brought under their subjection, either by threats or favourable promises, a number
of small states, so that from Cape Coast to the extremity of the Agoona country
may be put down as governed by the Fantees, To say that such and such places
bear distinet names, is now merely to signify that they were formerly inhabited by
a distinct people.”  The unfortunate writer of this letter himself lost his life by
the violence of the natives, and several other instances occurred about that period,
when the governors and commandants of the forts upon the Gold Coast suffered
from the violence of the native population. And up to a very recent period the
natives have manifested .much turbulence towards persons of other nations. So
lately as the year 1837, a Dutch commandant and assistants were treacherously
murdered by the natives at Boutrie, near Dixcove. It occasioned a war, and the
natives were finally defeated by the Dutch, and Bonsoo, their chief or king, was
taken, and I belicve punishment was inflicted upon him in consequence of it.
Since the Ashantee war, which may be said to have closed in 18206, when the
decisive battle of Dodowah was fought, although the treaty of peace was not con-
cluded till 1831, the Fantees have looked up to the British as their friends and
protectors, and they have been disposed, not only to allow, but to solicit British
influence in their civil affairs. 1 think at the present time the influence of the
British on the Gold Coast is much more considerable than it was at any previous
period.  The history of our connexion with that part of the country shows that the
British nation possesses an opportunity of doing greater good now than formerly.

3589. Daes the influence of the British extend over a greater range of country,
and a greater extent of population, behind the Gold Coast, than it does behind
the Gambia and Sierra Leone ?—1 should think it does.

3500. Does it exercise much interference with the internal customs and the
internal arrangements of the natives %—1I understand that to be the case. b

3591. Can you state any specific results arising from the influence of the British
Government 7 —1I think the administration of the British  settlements on the Gold
Coast has beneficially interfered with the internal arrangements of the natives in
some important respects; 1 would instance especially the check which has been
given to the practice of human sacrifices; that practice, I believe, is not now
openly continued among the natives within the range of British influence ;
I' believe the open practice is generally put down.

3592. Over
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- 3592. Over what extent of country would you say that an influence of that
nature reaches ?—The British influence extends a long way towards the river Pra,
northward as far as Mansu, in the direction towards Ashantee. :

3593. As far as the borders of Ashantee *—I may say as far as the borders of
Ashantee, because the country between Mansu and the Pra is almost uninhabited.
I would distinguish, however, between the open practice and the secret practice ;
I think there is some reason to conclude that the practice of offering human sacri-
fices at funerals may occasionally occur in secret, even in that part of the country
which is under British influence; and beyond the range of British influence,
the practice openly prevails. I may refer to Ashantee, where human blood is
shed like water; and I may refer to Dutch Accra. In a letter from our mis-
sionary, the Rev. Mr. Brooking, dated ‘*‘ British Accra, gth of October, 1840,”
be says, “All kinds of vices are practised by the natives; even now, at
Duteh Acera, it is the practice, on the death of a chief, to sacrifice human
beings in private. Only one month since a chief died, when one was sacrificed ;
and a gentleman assured me, that that was not all. And if they will do this
in the face of the authorities, how much more will they do so in the interior,
where they are in little or no-danger from them.” The practice also prevails on
the coast at Apollonia. I have an extract of a letter from the Rev. William
Allen, a Wesleyan missionary, dated, “ Cape Coast, the 2d February 1842 ; it is
a letter announcing his arrival at Cape Coast. He says, “ I am happy to announce
to you my safe arrival at Cape Coast; we were six weeks and two days before
we made land ; when we came to anchor at Apollonia, the captain went on shore
to trade with the king ; he met with a very‘l?m;tion : he told the king that
he had a missionary on board, when the king expressed a strong desire to see me.
The captain wrote me a letter, saying, the king wished to see me, and the king
sent his large canoe for me, with 12 men to conduct me safe to shore. I sup-
pose I was the first missionary that ever set a foot on the shores of Apollonia.
I stopped at the king’s house, and met with the kindest reception. The captain
and I were together; we had not our meals with the king, but we had a most
splendid provision ; we had wines and liquors of every description set before us,
but when we wanted to go the king was not willing that we should leave. He
threw himself into a passion about our leaving, and he had placed round the
court-yard not less than 50 men armed with guns and swords to prevent us from
going ; and in addition to those 50 men in the court-yard, he ordered all the
workmen from a new house which he was building, not less than 20 men, to come
and stand at a doorway where we must pass if we got out of the court-yard, some
armed with axes, others with adzes, each of them having a weapon of some kind.

e staid here two days, and it was not without trouble that we got away ; at
length the king in a fit of passion ordered the canoe-men to take us to the vessel
immediately ; this was what we wanted. In reference to the character of this king,
I may remark, that he is supposed to be more barbarous than the king of
Ashantee. A short time since the king’s mother died, and to honour her, he had
20 men, 20 women, and 20 young girls sacrificed. They killed first a man, then
a woman, and then a young girl, and kept repeating it, till they had killed the
number. The females they killed by striking them at the back of the head with
clubs, they partly cut the throats of the men, and then tied ropes to their legs and
dvew them round the town, their throats still bleeding and men following them
with clubs, striking them on their stomachs, and when they brought them back to
the place from whence they started, they cut off the heads of those who were still
alive ; the bodies of both males and females were taken and thrown into a hole in
the bush, to be food for beasts of prey. This king has the head of a person cut
off tor a very trifling offence ; I saw a large tree growing near to his house in one
of his court-yards the trunk of which was lashed round with the skulis of human
beings ; there are not less than 50 human heads tied to that tree; 1 saw also
seyeral of his large drums which are tied round with human skulls.” I would re-
mark, that the prevalence of this practice ought not justly to create surprise when
it is considered that it originates in the pative superstition ; the religion of the
natives teaches them that the torture and sacrifice of enemies is [llos[‘VnCCL'plublt
to the gods ; that their deities even foment war to obtain a greater number of sacri-
fices ; ?ha\, as men live in the same state in the next world as in this, it is an act
of the greatest piety, and an expression of the greatest affection for departed relo-
tives, Lo send after them thein wives and slaves ; that if they neglect those funeral
sacrifices, vengeance will overtake them, and that in fact their troubles and aflic-
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tions generally result from their not sufficiently 'sm\;g;mg the spirits of their
departed relatives. As the system is thus bound up witk their national religion, and
appeals so constantlyto the strongest affections and sympathies of the natives, the best
civil administration could not be expected entirely to extirpate it it may suppress
the open practice of the system, but I conceive that nothing but a counter-
religious influence, the inculcation of the great doctrines of Chris ‘would
fully destroy the practice; Another instance of the effects of the administration of
the British settlements on the Gold Coast, which I will refer to, is the arbitra—
tion of the disputes of the natives by the civil authorities, and' the regalation of
their intercourse with each other; I have been given to understand that an in-
fluence, beneficial to a great extent, is exerted in that respect. i

3594. Has that been testified to you by the missionaries in your connexion?
—It has ; we have understood that the natives repose a considerable degree of
confidence in President Maclean,and generally refer the arbitration of their disputes
to him very cheerfully.

3595. Have your missionaries gone much inland from the coast # —Yes ; they
have been to the extremity of what may be called the Fantee country, they have
penetrated it, and have passed into Ashantee.

3596. And they have found that the influence of the British name extended
throughout the whole range of that country >—Through the whole range.

3597. Do they find a sensible difference between those parts-of the country
which are under British influence and those which are not; do they find greater
security ?—There is certainly greater secwity felt in those parts of the country
which are under British infleence than in other parts of the country.

3598. Do you know whether the Dutch forts exercise a similar influence ?~—
I should think that they do not; I apprehend that the influence of the Dutch is
more limited.

3599. Do you know whether the natives come up to Dutch Accra to have their
disputes adjudicated upon ?—1I have no information upon that point; the advance-
ment of education among the natives [ would also instance as one of the benefits
resulting from British influence. 3

3600. To what extent has that gone >—I am not able to state the number of
schools which are under Government direction; there is one at Cape Coast
Castle, which has continued for several years, and in which school I know a very
considerable number of natives have received education. I am not prepared to
say that that school might not be made more efficient and influential if ampler
means and a better system were employed by the Government; but I am of
opinion that it has been productive of a very considerable amount of benefit, and
that a Jarge number, in the course of the few years that it has been established,
have received an useful education there.

3601. Have you heard whether-any of the natives have been sent up from the
neighbouring districts to receive education at the schools 7—I know that Otu, who
is the principal chief in Fantee, has sent two of his sons to Cape Coast to place
them at our mission-house, and they attend the Government school at Cape Coast
Castle; I dare say other instances might be adduced. I would also remark; that
the British settlements have been beneficial as it regards the advancement of
missionary operations among the natives. The authorities on the Gold Coast
have shown a disposition to afford all reasonuble facilities to the missionaries for
the prosecution of their important and arduous labours among the natives.

3602. The missionaries would go with greater security through the country at
the back of the Gold Coast, than they would at the back of the Gambia or Sierra
Leone >—I do not know tbat they would; for there the missionary name and
character are so much rcspected by the native Kings, that our missionaries have
always travelled in safety when they have penetrated the interior. :

3603. You have found that to be the case generally, even in the most uncivilised
parts of Africa, where the natives have been of ferocious character or otherwise s—
Yes; and when I come to the inquiry that bears more immediately upon the state
of things in the Gambia, I think I shall be able to give some information upon
that subject, which will fully answer that question.

3604. How many missionaries have you upon the Gold Coast ?—With the per-
wission of the Committee, I will state the extent of our operations upon the Gold
Coast. On that coast, we have missionaries stationed at Dixcove, Commenda,
Cape Coast Castle, Annamaboe, Cormantine, Salt Pond, Tanwum, Lago, Mumford,

. Winnebah,




SELECT COMMITTEE ON WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 189

Winnebab, and British Accra; and we are now éxtending our missionary ope-
rations to Badagry, on the slave coast. In the interior, we have stations ut Abasa,
‘Donquah, Domonasi, Yankumasi, Mansu, and several other places.

'3605. What is the whole number of persons employed in the mission >—The
whole number of English missionaries at present employed is six, and a con-
siderable number of native teachers. We bave recently extended our missionary
operations to Ashantee. In the year 1839 Mr. Freeman, our missionary at the
Gold Coast, made a visit of observation to Coomassie, the capital of Ashantee ;
he was delayed a very long time on the frontiers of the kingdom before he was
permitted to proceed to the capital, evidently in consequence of the jealousy of the
king. He at length obtained permission to proceed ; and on reaching the capital,
had a very kind reception from the king. He toid the king what was the object
of his journey ; that the society of which he was the agent were anxious to com-
mence Christian schools in Coomassie, and requested permission of the king to
come at the proper time and commence an establishment of the kind. The king
told him that it was a subject that required very grave consideration, but that if he
would come up again after the rainy season was over, or send some properly acere-
dited person, he would muke known to him his views upon the subject. Mr.
Freeman was then instructed by the missionary committee to visit this country for
the purpose of communicating the fullest information relative to the state of things
in Ashantee, and also with a view to arrangements being made for the establish-
ment of a mission in that country. He remained a few months in England, and
visiting many of the principal towns in the country, received very liberal subscrip-
tions and donations from persons of all religious denominations, and returned to
the Gold Coast with a reinforcement of missionaries. In the course of last
Autumn he went up again to Coomassie ; he had kept up intercourse by means
of messengers with the king in the meantime. He has been received very favour-
ably by the king, and has been permitted to commence religious services in the
capital; the Ashantees attend his services, apparently without any restraint, and
very frequently the missionary observes that there are persons belonging to the
king’s household attending the public worship. The king has granted permis-
sion to Mr. Freeman, and the missionary who has accompanied him, to build
a mission-house, and has given a piece of land for that purpose. Mr. Freeman
was not able to remain long at Coomassie, but left his colleague, Mr. Brooking,
with several native agents, and has since returned to Cape Coast. He continues to
receive since his return very gratifying accounts from Mr. Brooking, and particu-
larly on this one point: when Mr. Freeman was at Coomassie the king appeared
to hesitate respecting the establishment of a school ; we have this morning, how-
ever, received a letter from Mr. Freeman, in which he states, amongst other inte-
resting particulars, that the king has given his free consent to the establishment
of a school, and that a Christian school is now commenced by Mr. Brooking and
his assistants in the capital of Ashantee.

3606. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Has the king also given a grant of land for the
purposes of cultivation>—I do not know what quantity of land he has given, but
it was not with that avowed intention. I have brought with me extracts from
the correspondence of Mr. Freeman, and I have also extracts from the journal
of Mr. Freeman's previous visit of observation, w hich throw great light upon the
Ashantee character, and the social state of the people, which, with the permission
of the Committee, [ will deliver in.

| The same was delivered in.}

3007. Does he state the people generally to be in a state of slavery 7—In
Ashantee they are.

3608, You have stated that there are six European missionaries employed in
your missien, but that you have a number of other stations ; how are those filled ;
are they filled with natives ?—1 had not completed the statistics of the mission; I
stated that we have six English missionaries with native assistants, we have also

" 10 mission schools, two of which are in part supported by the local government; three
of those schools are for girls. The sclivols contain 224 boys and g2 girls.

3609. Wlhere are those schools - In different parts. ‘

3610. Are they along the coast, under the protection of the forts >—They are
all on and contiguous to the coust, with the exception of the one at Coomassie;
we have seven Lﬁmpels on the Gold Coast, which cost originally 1,6001., but since
that we have espended many hundreds wore in their enlargement and improve-
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ment, and at the present time we have to expend about 2007 for the purpose of

utting a slate roof on a large chapel at Cape Coast. The entire cost of our
missions at the Gold Coast, and in the interior, except Ashantee, appears from
the accounts of the mission for the last year, which we‘havje.fégei,ved this morn-
ing, to have been 3,3647 14s. 72d. sterling, that is exclusive of the cost of our
Ashantee mission. The entire cost of our mission establishment on the Gold
Coast, and extending to Ashantee, is about 4,000/ 51

3611. Will you state what is the salary you give to your missionaries *~Qur
salaries vary according to the circumstances of the individual. We allow a single
missionary a certain sum, a married missionary a larger sum; and, according’*"m
the number of children which the missionaries have, we increase their salary.

3612. Have you any objection to state the largest and smallest sums ?—1I can

hardly answer the question directly. We do not give our missionaries so much

per year, but so much per quarter, under various heads ; so much for board, so
much for rent, and so much for clothes and books. I should say that a single
missionary, perhaps, may cost us there 150/ a year; a married missionary, with
two or three children, would perhaps receive 250/ or 300L a year. ,

3613. You have an establishment of native agents’—We have several native
agents there.

3614. Have they been drawn from the schools which have been founded at
Cape Coast >—All the native agents that we employ upon the Gold Coast received
the elements of their education in the Government school; of course they have
been instructed by the missionaries since they were taken into connexion with the
Society ; but I believe the whole of them received their elementary education
there.

3615. Can you state about how much is the payment generally to the native
agents °—I am not able, I fear, to answer that. Our rule is to make such allow-
ance as nearly accords with the allowances that are made to persons in similar
situations who have civil employments in the colony and in the settlements.

3616. Should you put a native agent on the footing of a native schoolmaster ?
—VYes, we should, in some cases at least, but religious teachers are generally a
higher class. Isee in the accounts, one teacher is entered, at Domonési, at 254
per annum ; an assistant teacher, 7Z. 10s.; and at Salt Pond, a teacher, 25/ per
annum; others, at other places, rising to 47/. and one at 67/ 10s. per annum.:

3617. Do the missionaries generally express themselves well satisfied with the
services of the native teachers?—On the whole they are; they area very hope-
ful agency.

3618. Are they competent to give elementary secular instruction, combined
with, at least, some portion of religious knowledge ?—To some extent, they are
able to do that; of course they are not in the state of preparation in which
they would be found had they been educated in this country. Their qualifica-
tions vary, too ; some are better qualified than others.

3619. Your impression is, that the native mind is susceptible of being brought;,
by proper education, to the same level as that of Europeans >—Undoubtedly.

3620. Mr. Wilson Patien.] How do the missionaries manage with regard to
the language ; are they instructed in the language of the country before they go?
—They work chiefly through the medium of interpreters. The missionaries
who have gone out there have not been able to continue such a length of time
upon the coast as to afford them an opportunity of acquiring the native lan-
guage so correctly as to make it the medium of their pubiic exercises among the
people.

3621. How do they get their interpreters ?—Natives tolerably well acquainted
with the language are obtained upon the coast. There are several who are pretty
well acquainted with the English language, who received their instruction in the
Government school at Cape Coast Castle,

3622. Is the language of the Ashantces the same as the language on the coast?
—The Ashantee and Fantee tongues are dialects of the same language.

3623. Viscount Ebrington.] Then the employment of those intepreters is a
source of additional expense 1—It is.

3624. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Ts the language written yet>—With rezard to the
language, the missionaries are paying considerable attention to it, and an extensive
vocabulary has been formed, anda grammar is in preparation, and I hope ere long

we shall be able to present the language in a written form. i
3625. Siv

P
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* 3625. Sir R. H. Inglis.] The vocabulary to which you refer has been pre-
pared by yourself, has it not 7—Partly so, with the assistance of William De
Gralft, one of our native agents, the son of De Graft, the old interpreter, at Cape
Coast Castle. T had him under my own roof several months in this country, and
it was during the intercourse I then had with him that we compiled that voca-
bulary, and made a brief sketch of a grammar. The missionaries who are at the
coast are prosecuting the inquiry, and 1 have received lately from one of the
missionaries, who has paid considerable attention to the subject, a more extended
grammatical outline of the language.

3626. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Itis not printed yet’—No, it is not in a proper state
for printing.

3627. Have you any translation made of any part of the Bible yet >—I believe
not; it is an objeet, however, that will be kept in view.

3628. Chairman.] Have you found the climate of Cape Coast very fatal to your
missionaries —It has certainly been very fatal; we have lost several missionaries
by death.

3629. Has it been more or less so upon the Gold Coast, as compared with
Sierra Leone and the Gambia ?—1T think not more so than at Sierra Leone and
the Gambia.

5630. You have no particular distinction to draw between any of those settle-
meunts, as to the effect of the climate ?—At one period our experience led us to
conclude that the Gambia was perhaps the most healthy, but events latterly have
not sanctioned such an opinion, and judging from our own experience as a
society, it would be a difficult matter to say which is the most unfriendly to an
European constitution,

3031, Are the missionaries limited in their stay upon the coast >—No; they
are sent with the understanding that they shall continue as long as their health
may enable them to prosecute their labours. We have a kind of understood rule
that about three years of service is sufficient for one time.

3632. Is it so equally upon any part of the African coast, or is it different in
different parts >—That rule may be considered as applying also equally to Sierra
Leone and the Gambia. We think it best, after they have spent three years
upon the western coast, to allow them to return to this country for a time.

3633. From Mr. Freeman’s report, should you suppose that it would be advan-
tageous to establish a commissioner, or civil representative of the British Govern-
ment at Coomassie —1 have not had any particular communication from Mr.
Ireeman on that subject latterly. It is a subject on which I have bestowed some
little thought, having heard it mentioned ; and I would only remark respecting
it, that presuming that the object of the appointment would be not merely the
advancement of trade and commerce, but likewise the improvement of the native
population, T should say that very much would depend upon the character and
qualifications of the individual who might be appointed to the office. I think he
ought to be an individual of enlightened and enlarged views, and of sound
Cliristian principle, whose example would be beneficial, and who would use the
influence of his situation in promoting the instroction of the native population.
1 form that opinion on two grounds: I think that mere commerce would not
civilize a barbarous people; commerce alone, I repeat, would not enlighten
and elevate a heathen and barbarous people. I think the case of Bonny isa
sufficient illustration of that principle ; I apprehend that the natives there are in
as degraded and barbarous a state, after many years of commercial intercourse
with this country, as the natives in any part of the world.

«034. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Are there no missionaries at all in Bonny ?—No.
Another reason for coming to the conclusion which I have stated, is, that after
many years observation of the state of things among the aborigines connected with
our golonies in various parts of the world, I have been led to conclude that the
irreligious and immoral conduct of some of our countrymen has formed one of
the greatest obstacles to the enlightenment and improvement of the native popu-
lation. I very cheerfully bear my testimony to the fuct, that there are many
splendid exceptions ; that many of our eountrymen, as men of commerce, and as
seamen, and as holding civil situations, do exert a very beneficial influence upon
the native population. Bat such is the infirmity of human nature, that where that
is not the case, the evil example and influence of some of our countrymen present
one of the greatest obstacles to the endeavours of missionaries and other enlightened
persons ta promote the improvement of the natives. 1 would further remark,
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with reference to such an appointment, that it has appeared to me that it would be
extremely desirable, that an uniform and consistent line of policy should be pur-
sued in dealing with the natives. ~Anything that is changeable and varying in our
policy with the native population, we have perceived to have a very prejudicial
effect. I have understood that President Maclean has very considerable influence
with the present king of Ashantee; I know it from pretty good authority, from
the evidence of one of the king’s own relatives, and it is for that reason, that he
has confidence in the governor, that he will pursue a consistent and an intelligible
course of dealing with him. ool

3635. Is it your opinion that there has not been a consistent course adopted
towards the foreign chiefs ?~——I am speaking not with exclusive reference to
Ashantee, but to other parts of the world as well as Africa. I make that remark
respecting a changeable policy, as the result of many years’ observation of the
working of things among aboriginal people in various parts of the world.

3630. Chairman.] You believe there would be no jealousy on the part of the
king of Ashantee to receiving something in the nature of a diplomatic agent at his
court ?—1I have no reason to believe that there would ; at the same time I am not
prepared with any information that would enable me to say that he would kindly
receive one.

3637. Are you able to inform the Committee to what extent any beneficial
change has been observed by the missionaries of your society, in the people under
their more immediate care >—I should remark, that our missions in that country
have only existed about seven years, and of course we have not yet had much
time to witness any of those great changes which would be desirable; but some
considerable improvement has undoubtedly taken place. I would mention as one
benefit conferred by missionary operations, the substitution of the decencies of
Chuistian worship for the wild and irrational Fetish practices which prevail among
the heathen. There is a very striking change now exhibited in the dying rooms
of the natives, and in the decorum, decency and propriety with which funerals
are conducted. Many of the heathen, witnessing the manner in which their
Christian relatives die, and the decency and order in which the funerals are con-
ducted, are now compelled to acknowledge that the Christian religion must be
superior to their own.

3638. Has it had any effect upon polygamy i—1It bas : there is a general im-
provement in the morals of the people who ure under the more immediate care
of the missionaries. They have become honest to a great extent. The common
people in the country have been addicted to petty thieving; they are very much
inclined to thefts and acts of dishonesty. A pleasing change has taken place in
many who have been under missionary instruction, in that respect. The case of one
of the native converts I heard especially adverted to the other day: a Christian
native, who was employed to take off some ivory in his canoe to a British ship,
when he returned from the vessel he found that some portion of the ivory which
he ought to have put on board had been left at the bottom of his canoe; the
vessel had sailed, and he was not able to overtake it, but he carried the ivory
which had been left in the boat to the president at the castle and deposited it with
him until the time the captain returned, when it was delivered up to him. T heard
that mentioned by a gentlewan as one striking instance of the change which has
taken place in the morals of the people. It has been observed, too, that young
people who bave been under missionary teaching have manifested greater obe-
dience to their parents, and domestics have shown more diligence and attention
to their masters ; so much so, that heathen parents and heathen masters have been
led to remark that the Christian religion must be superior, as it had produced
so beneticial a change in their children and domestics ; great improvement aiso
has taken place in domestic life; polygamy is entirely done away among the
Christian natives.

3639. What number should you say are directly under the influence of the
Wesleyan missionaries >—We have 690 communicants. el

3640. Beyond that what number are in attendance upon the worship :—I have
no report that would enable me to give anything like a correct answer to that
question.

3641. Viscount Lbrington.] The number, 69o, does not include c}.xildren —
No, simply communicants. I was remarking that polygamy was entirely <'lone
away among the Christian natives who are attached to'us in church communion ;
the rules of our society will not allow a person to become a communicant who is
apolygamist. Those of the Christian natives who are married ave persons lwho

have
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have been married only to one wife. Another great improvement is in the condition Rev. J. Beecham.
of the wife ; she is not, in a Christian family, made the drudge which a heathen
female is invariably found to be ; and in Christian families the man and his wife 31 May 1842,
‘and their children are found all meeting together, and eating at the same table,

while in their heathen state they are all separate from each other.

*3642. Chairman.] Should you be able to put in any reports from particular

missionaries, in which statements have been made upon those points, giving par-

ticular instances *—1I have only one with me mentioning particular facts, which

I will read.

3043. Are you in the habit of having an annual report from each missionary
of the result of his labours?—Yes, we have ; the statements [ am now making
are general statements, generalized from the particular details which we have from
the various stations.

3644. Have {)ou an annual report from each missionary of the result of his
labours ?—We have quarterly communications from the missionaries individually,
and we have a general report from all the missionaries, assembling together at an
annual meeting on the Gold Coast.

30645. Are there any other respects in which an improvement has been observed
by the missionaries in the people 7—There is a taste induced for the decencies and
comforts of civilized life to a great extent ; several of the Christian natives now
use the English costume, and endeavour to get furniture for their houses some-
what in the English style. When Mr. Freeman visited England, at the time
I have referred to, he brought many erders from Christian natives to this country,
for English articles of dress and furniture, to a very considerable amount.

3640, Siv 7. D. Acland.] Do you think that the natives are willing to labour
steadily, for the purpose of obtaining those articles of English manufacture 7—
Yes; a spirit of industry [ think bas been excited to a considerable extent.
I may give, as an instance, an application made by the chief of Domondsi for
implements of husbandry. When Mr. Freeman came to this country, he stated
to us that he had been commissioned by the chief of Domondsi to obtain in this
country implements of husbandry, that he might cultivate his land in a superior
manner, and might make improvements in his style of living.
=~ 3647. Chairman.] Where is Domonasi P—It is an inland town about 25 miles
from Cape Coast Castle. This is part of a report which Mr. Freeman drew up,
embodying the views and wishes of that chief, to be submitted to the committee
of the African Slave Trade Society, and the committee were so interested in it,
that they granted the sum of 100/. to be laid out in the purchase of implements
of husbandry to be sent to the chief; and to that sum Mr. Matthew Forster added
other implements of husbandry to the value of 50, which Mr. Freemen took with
him when he went back to Africa. We have not received any particalar report
as to the proceedings which have been since adopted. The missionaries bave
been retarded by affliction, and the deaths which have taken place.

3648. Will you have the goodness to read that extract ?— Mr. Freeman says, “It
is with great p?,e:\surc I state, that many of the natives of Fanti, with whom I have
had frequent intercourse, and who have already laid aside their heathen errors,
and embraced Christianity, are very anxious to engage in agricultural pursuits,
and have requested me to render them some assistance by taking out for them, on
my return to Aftica, a supply of seeds, implements of husbandry, and anything
that would be useful to them in cultivating their native soil. At Domonési, a
smull Fanti town, about 25 miles in the interior, there is a little band of Chris-
tians, about 6o in number, with the young chief of the district at their head, who
are now anxiously awaiting my return with a supply of the above-mentioned things.
There are, also, many of the natives of Cape Coast und Annamaboe who have
small plantations in the bush, at a distance of from 3 to 10 miles from these
towns, who are now turning their attention, more fully than they have ever before
done, to the cultivation of the soil. These requests on the part of the natives
have impressed our minds with the importance of establishing, at the earliest
opportunity, two model farms in the interior of Fanti, that we may thereby have
the means of teaching them the best methods of culture, and of showing them the
very great capabilities of the soil. One of these farms will be estublished at
Domonisi, and the other at Mansu, formerly the great slave mart, and still a con-
siderable town and district about 50 miles on the road to Ashanti. In each of
these places, a residence for a missionary is now being prepared ; and we bope
that, in the course of a few months, both these posts will be occupied, when one
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science of agriculture all those natives, whether Christians or heathens, who may
feel disposed to turn their attention to it. The moral improvement which has
already taken place in Domondsi is beginning to have a powerful bearing on the:
social condition of the people ; their houses are kept more clean and decent than
those of the heathens, and they areimbibing a taste for those many domestic com-
forts and conveniences which are to be found in an European cottage ; several of
them are aleo beginning to wear Enropean clothes, and have requested me to take
them out a fresh supply on my return from England. The effects produced in
the mind of the heathen in the surrounding neighbourhood by these salutary
changes, are also becoming strikingly manifest. They begin to admire the
improved social condition of their Domonasi neighbours, often calling their town:
a “ white man’s croom ;” and, as a natural consequence, they are now feeling, in
some measure, at least, a respect for that religion which has been the cause of
such a beneficial ehange.” »
3649. Can you state the nature of the difficulties which the missionaries have
experienced in promoting the improvement of the natives 7—I would observe, that
the degradation of the female sex is one of the great obstacles with which the
missionaries have to contend in their endeavours to improve the people; the
women are treated as inferior beings, as mere ereatures of convenience, and are
grossly ignorant ; many of the young wen are now receiving education, but the
females are not being improved and elevated in the same proportion. Three of
the schools to which I bave adverted are female schools, and the wives of the mis-
sionaries have exerted themselves laudably, according to the opportunities they
have had; but still one of the great desiderata for that part of the country, is
the introduction of a more comprehensive and efficient system for the improvement
and elevation of the female sex from that state of deep degradation in which they
are found. I would alse remark, that the superstitions of the people present a
great obstacle, I speak more especially with regard to the influence of those super-
stitions in preventing regular industry among the natives. The natives can engage
in no undentaking whatever, of any moment, without first consulting their priests
or Fetish men, and if the omens are not favourable, they are not disposed to pl"o-
secute any undertaking. Then they are greatly obstructed by their notion respect-
ing lucky and unlucky days. Time is distributed into lucky and unlucky daysand
weeks; but every nation appeurs to have its own peculiar mode of division.  In
Ahanta they divide time into periods of three weeks 5 the first week, named Adai,
is regarded us the ¢ good week,’ and in this week much work is done; traders
then visit the market more frequently than at any other time, believing that every-
thing they do during its continunance must assuredly prosper. The second ‘is
Ajamfo, or the ‘bad week,” in which no trade is carried on, as the natives are
persuaded that whatever is undertaken in that week will certainly fail. The third
is the ¢ little good week,” called Adim, in which they both work and trade ;
but not so much as in the first, or Adai week. In some countries, the great
fortunute time lasts 19 days and the lesser seven days. Between these two
periods is an interval of seven evil or inauspicious days, on which they neither
travel, till their land, nor engage in any business of importance. The people of
Aquambi, it has been said, would not so much as accept any presents on those
days, but either returned them to the owner, or left them in a separate place until
the arrival of the fortunate days, before they made use of them. In Ashantee
(As-hinti) the number of good or lucky days, it has been estimated, is ‘about 150
or 160 in the year; and during the evil days councils cannot be held, nor can
troops either march or engage the enemy. Incredible time is thus spent before
any national concern can be undertaken; for all the preparatory religious mysteries
can only be celebrated on the particular days of the week or month which are
deemed auspicious. Some months contain a greater number of fortunate days
than others ; September, for instance, is 4 more highly-favoured month in this
respeet than the preceding.  Ashantee couriers, travelling with despatches in Sep-
tember, will go from Coomassie (Kumdsi) to Cape Coast Castle in 12 days; but
they have been known to spend 30 days of the month of August in this journey,
in consequence of the interruption oceasioned by the more frequent recurrence of
inauspicious days, Many of their mines, and trees, and hills are considered
sacred to their deities : the mines must not therefore be worked, the trees must
not be cut down, the hills must not be cleared of the bush and cultivated. I may

mention an instance in illustration : when our missionaries went to a place cn;‘Hc;d
Mankoh,
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m?qm, @ftexi‘ they had held religious serviees there for some short time, and had
acquired the confidence of the natives, the natives told them that for two or three
seasons they had been clearing the hill at the foot of which the village stands,
every succeeding season catting down some of the bush, and cultivating the land,
~ but that a stop had been put to that proceeding by a messenger who had arrived
frdm the great Fetish temple at Abrah, the capital of Fanti, which is considered
the place of the greatest deity in the country. The messenger stated to the
people that the Fetish of Mankoh had been to the great Fetish at Abrah to
complain that the people had been clearing the hill, and consequently had taken
away his shelter or cover, and that he was suffering great pain, and the superior
priest at Abrah commanded them to put a stop to their proceedings, and imposed
dn them a fine for what they had done. It is in such ways that the superstitions
of the people interpose and retard all the attempts that are made to improve the
condition of the people and to elevate them. I would also remark on the ruinous
funeral customs of the people ; those form a very serious obstacle to the improve-
ment of the natives. It is customary when a person dies to have large feastings,
and it is obligatory on all, both rich and poor, to provide those feastings; persons
come from a distance, and they continue together several days; the consequence
is, that many persons who are in somewhat respectable circumstances are reduced
to poverty, and those who are in poorer circumstances are deeply involved in debt.
Many individuals, under the influence of this system, are reduced to the necessity
of selling their services as ¢ pawns” to others, and thus the injurious pawn system
is promoted by the influence of these customs. Itis also found that domestic
slavery is one of the greatest obstacles that oppose themselves to all efforts to
improve the natives. It may be said almost universally to prevail; I mean
amongst the natives in the interior.

~ 3650. You mean that all that till the soil are slaves ?—I think slaves and their
owners make up very nearly the entire population of the country.

" 3651, Are the owners only the chiefs, or is there any considerable body that
would be called in other countries landed proprietors, who hold slaves, not being
chiefs themselves 7—In Ashantee many of the chiefs possess a very great num-
ber of slaves; many thousands of slaves. An instance was mentioned to me
by Mr. Freeman, of an Ashantee chief, who lately went up to Coomassie, attended
by 3,000 armed slaves, having reason to think that he was an object of the king's
jealousy. There are not many powerful chiefs in Fantee; Ot is the principal
chief, he resides at a place called Abakrampa, with about 2,000 people under his
care. Mr. Freeman, who knows him well, and is well acquainted with the part
of the country where he resides, thinks that he has about 25,000 people under his
influence ; he has about 800 slaves of his own, and he has captains under him
who possess slaves, over all of whom he exerts influence as a superior chief.

30652. Do you conceive that none till the soil but those who ure slaves 7—
I conceive that those who till the soil are all slaves. At Yankumasi, Asin
Chibba is a coosiderable chief; there are about 10,000 people, over whom he
exerts influence; he is the principal chief, and his own slaves and the slaves of
his captains amount to about 10,000 ; he is an Asin chief. After the Ashantee
war, he left his own country in order to seek protection under the influence of
the British in Fantee. That is also the case at Mansu; there the chief, whose
name is Gabri, is an Asin chief; he has about 10,000, who emigrated with him
out of Asin, formerly a part of Ashantee, aud he also bas sought protection
under the influence of the British settlements. I may remark, with regard to
the Asin country lying between Fantee and Ashantee Proper, it appears that it is
mpow almost deserted ; the people have quitted it to a great extent, and have come
within the boundaries of Fantee, to obtain the protection of the British against
the Ashantees. Again at Djuquah, about 25 miles from Cape Coast Castle, in
a westerly direction, there is a considerable.chief. He is the celebrated Kujoh
Chibbu, the Denkeran chief, who acted so conspicuous a part in the Ashanfee
war, when Sir Charles M‘Carthy was killed; he has with him there about
15,000 people, over whom he reigns as principal chief. All those are slaves,
with the exception of his subordinate captains ; and 1 may remark with regard to
Denkera, that it is considerably deserted in the same way as Asin; the people
have come within the Fantee boundary, in order to enjoy British protection.

3653. Do you understand, that now the Fantee countrygin consequence of those
immigrations, has become very populous?—Not very populous, but much more
so than it was a few years since ; it was to a great extent depopulated by continuous
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wars: Butalthough there are only a few principal chiefs in Fantee, it appéars' that
all persons who possess any respectability are owners of slaves ; that is the great:
distinction. The slaves appear to be employed chiefly in working on their mas-
ters’ plantations, and some are employed in trade. The masters provide for them,
food and what is necessary, and the slaves work at their bidding. gt 3
3654. Do you know whether they are liable to be sold by their masters and to
be separated from their families ?—The chiefs, as I understand, have the power of
life and death over their slaves ; they are at their entire disposal. A
3655. Do you imagine that the chiefs you have enumerated would bring their
cases to be adjudicated before the British authorities upon the Gold Coast?—I;
should think to a great extent they would. i il
3656. Do you suppose that that jurisdiction has superseded the exercise of their «
own jurisdiction in cases of criminal offences; that instead of punishing criminal.
offences themselves they would give them up to be decided upon by the British:
authorities >—I do not suppose that they would transfer the whole power into the
hands of the British authorities, but I think there is a general disposition to: refer
their disputes and their grievances for ultimate decision to the British autharities. -
I would make a remark with regard to the condition of the slaves, that the sub-
ordinate’chief is required to pay a tax to his superior. Mr. Freeman, when he
was detained at Fomunnah, the frontier town of Ashantee, some 46 days, fre-
quently saw the inferior chiefs bring to Korinchi, the principal chief, a tax
or tribute of from one to four tookoos; the value of a tookoo is about 5d." ‘And.
it would appear that all the subordinate chiefs are at the entire command or dis-
posal of the superior chief. Mr. Freeman remained at the house of one of
Korinchi’s captains at Fomunnah; he was there 46 days; and when he left he
proposed to make him a remuneration for the attention which he had received,
but he was told that whatever expression of thankfulness he might make, it must
be made to Korinchi; that he, the host of Mr. Freeman, was nothing more than
Korinchi’s slave. With regard to slavery, I would observe, that it is fostered to
a great extent by the people themselves; a spirit of rational independence and
freedom cannot be found among the heathen population of the country. In the
interior, as they have not the protection which the law throws around an individual
in an enlightened and well-ordered community, the love of liberty seems to give .
way to a desire for security; and a person generally prefers to attach himself in a
state of dependence to some chief, for the sake of the protection and other pri=
vileges which the dependents of chiefs enjoy. Now this state of society our mis-
sionaries experience to be a great obstacle to the improvement and elevation of
the people. As the natives are not British subjects, and not therefore amenable
to British law, we have only, as a missionary society, moral means atl our disposal
to combat this great evil of domestic slavery. With the permission of the Com-
mittee, I will read an extract from the instructions of our committee to our mis-
sionaries on the subject of slavery. This extract embodies the views which our
committee take of the subject, of the means to be employed in endeavouring to
abolish this great evil: *“On the subject of slavery, the missionaries are called upon
by every proper consideration to exercise the greatest care and watchfulness. While
they strictly adhere to their printed instructions,and avoid all political intermeddling
whatever, they are scrupulously to guard against anything which could possibly
be construed into a connivance at one of the worst evils which have ever afflicted
and degraded mankind. The great principles of the Gospel must be so main-
tained, with mildness, constancy, and firmness, as to make it appear that slavery
in every form is altogether opposed to the spirit and precepts of Christianity ; and
this will be the more necessary, from the consideration that the native chiefs are
not amenable to British law, and that they can therefore only be acted upon by
moral means.” Now, in carrying out these instructions, the missionaries attend,
in the first place, to the inculcation of the great principle, that all souls are equal
in the sight of God ; and they endeavour to impress on: the chiefs what are the
inalienable rights of their dependants as human beings. Another method they
adoptis to protect, as far as lies in their power, the slaves from injurious treatment
by the chiefs. If the missionaries hear that a chief has been treating |_mproperl_y
any of his slaves, they visit Lim, and remonstrate with him, and show him the evil
of his conduct, and thus vindicate the cause of the injured slave. _Tl}en, agaiu., in
building chapels and houses, and in the business we have as a missionary society
to' transact, the missioparies, in carrying out these instrucnur.xs, do not _er‘nploy
slaves by hiring them of the masters, but they take care to hire the individuals
themselves, and to pay them their wages; they cannot control their conduct aﬂzr-
wards.
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wards. Then, with regard to « pawns,” the missionaries understand that it is the
‘will of the committee that they shall not hold pawns in any way. Frequently the
missivnaries, when engaged in building, have had applications made by natives
who are involved in pecuniary embarrassment, who have asked the missionaries to
advance them a sum of money to pay their debts, and bave offered to give their
services in return ; but the missionaries have been instructed invariably to refuse
such applications, and to give the persons whom they employ their wages for the
time they serve. :

3657. Would you allow Christian converts to hold “pawns™?—Not if we were
acqnainted with it.

3658. You wonld consider that as forbidden ?—We should. I have adyerted
to Domonasi ; Mr. Freeman has great hope that, when he has got his plans
arranged with regard to that place, he shall induce the old chief to let out his land
10 his captains, and to receive from them a certain rent; and thus raise them to the
condition of free tenants, instead of being serfs or slaves.

3659. Sir 7' D. Aclund.] Are the slaves allowed by the chiefs to retain the
profit of their labour ?—1 should presume not in all cases, at all events.

3660. Viscount Ebrington} Do any of them work on their own account,
paying a settled sum to the master, and reserving any surplus to themselves >—I
do not know what is the agreement or understanding between the masters and the
sloves in that respect ; I mean as to the precise manner in which the arrangement
is carried into effect.

3661. The missionaries always pay the persons they employ themselves ; they
do not pay it over to the chiefs?—That is the rule we expect them to observe.

3662. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Are some of your native converts slaves>—Several
of them are.

3663. They have since their conversion become more industrious 7—Decidedly.

3664. And you say they have had in view the obtaining European articles of
dress and furniture ; 1s there any interference with themn on the part of the chiefs,
with respect to the profits of their labour ?—In answer to that question, I will
give the case of one of our own most intelligent and best qualified native agents :
‘Mr, Freeman, in a letter addressed to us on the 12th of last March, after speaking
‘of the excellent qualifications of this individual, says T am trying hard to secure
bim entirely ; though highly respectable, e is still a slave, and the property of
a native with whom I may probably have some difficulty in obtaining his manu-
mission ; bot I hope finally to succeed.”

3665. Chairman.] Do you think that it would be possible to carry on emigra-
tion from Africa to the West Indies without producing a real or seeming slave
trade ?—In answer to that question, I should say that I think it would be extremely
difficult to adopt any safe plan. If we were to go into the interior of the country,
persons might easily be procured to go to the West Indies; but then those per-
sons are not free agents; they must be obtained from the chiefs, who would have
a pecuniary consideration, which would make the transaction in reality the pur-
chase of human beings: and I think it would produce another slave trade in reality;
not apparently, but in reality ; for those chiefs, finding it a profitable speculation,
would get fresh supplies of slaves from the more remote interior, and thus
the trade in men would be again revived, If you were to go to the coast, there
are a greater number of persons on the coast undoubtedly, who are apparently
free, and whose occasional services may be obtained perhaps without the inter-
ference of others; but many of those are really slaves, and if you would wish to
have their services entirely, the claims of their masters would iuterfere. The case
which I have just mentioned, with reference to one of our own native teachers,
I"think is an illustration of that. Then I thiok the difficulty would be increased
by the unwillingness of the Africans to leave their native soil and go to the
\iesl Indies. It appears, as far as I have been able to collect information on the
subject, that the love of country is a very strong and governing principle in the
African. I am very strongly inclined, for these reasons, to conclude that a safe
plan of emigration from Africa to the West Indies is not practicable ; that it is
attended with dificulties which could not be surmounted. But if it were practicable
to adopt a safe plan of emigration, I doubt much whether, taking a large view of
the question, it would be desirable ; because I think the removal of any consider-
able number of free and enlightened Africans (if you could meet with them),,to
the West Indies, would be injurious to the work of civilization in Africa itself.
‘The population on the Gold Coast is certainly considerably on the increase, but
it is not by any means oyerstocked. There is no redundant population, so to
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speak, that might be removed with advantage to the country. To abstract per-
sons of the description I have adverted to, and to remove them to the West
Indies, would be to check the rising spirit of freedom and civilization in Africa. It
would be removing the very agents whose services are required in Africa in pro-
moting the, elevation of Africa itself. I think in making these remarks, and in
adopting this conclusion, I am free from all prejudice. It is not that I have any
undue bias in favour of Africa, because as a missionary society we have as deep
an interest in whatever concerns the West Indies, as we have in what relates to
the interests of Africa. I think I have formed the conclusion which 1 have
ventured to state in an unprejudiced state of mind. :

3666. If the difficulties could be overcome which stand in the way of procuring
free agency on the part of emigrants, do you not believe that it would be an
advantageous change to the African, to remove from the society in which he is
upon the Gold Coast; to the West Indies, as they now are, both in respect of pay=
ment or remuneration for his labour, and in respect of the advantages of religious and
moral instruction ?—The free Africans who might remove to the West Indies
would have all the advantages with regard to religious and moral instruction which
they possess in Africa, and I am not prepared to say but that it might be as
advantageous to their temporal interest as individuals as their remaining in their
own country. r

3667. Are not the West Indies better provided with moral and religious in-
struction at present, than any part of the coast of Africa ?—Yes, that is the case,
undoubtedly. :

3668. They would find a larger number of their own people in a state of con-
siderable advancement 7—Perhaps they might, in some of the West Indian
colonies.

3669. Sir 7" D. Acland.] And their return to their own country in an improved
state afterwards would be favourable to the improvement of the country >—But in
the meantime their own country would want their services ; if you remove that
class of persons from Africa, who would be of service in the West Indies, you
remove the very agents by which the work of African civilization is to be pro-
moted ; the work in Africa would stand still during the whole period those indi-
viduals were away in the West Indies.

3670. Mr. Mitcalfe.] Supposing a slave ship is captured having a quantity of
slaves on board, you are aware that it has been usual to take them to Sierra Leone ;
would it be attended with any benefit if they could be landed in the West Indies,
under similar regulations to those which exist at Sierra Leone, being landed there
with perfect freedom ?—They might do as well there as at Sierra Leone for any-
thing that I know to the contrary, if they were landed under the same circum-
stances.

3671. Chairman.] The remuneration for labour is higher in the West Indies
than it is in any part of Africa >—I suppose it is higher.

3672. Mr. Mitcalfe.) Are you of opinion that the men would be equally well off
under such regulations in the West Indies, as they would be if landed at Sierra
Leone >—I do not know that I am prepared to give a very decided opinion upon
thut question; I think they might do very well in the West Indies; L do not see
why they should not, under the circumstances stated in the question.

3673. Is the population at Sierra Leone very redundant in consequence of land-
ing the slaves from captured vessels ?— I should not think it is very redundant at
Sierra Leone.

3674. Do you think there is ample employment for those that are there #—I
suppose there is sufficient. Haviug alluded to the African’s love of his country,
1 would mention a striking illustration of it which occurred some time since,
perhaps 18 months or two years ago: a number of Akis, as the natives of
Yarriba are called, expressed a wish to return from Sierra Leone to their native
country, under British protection. The Governor submitted the case to the
Government ut home for instructions, and I have reason to believe that the con-
clusion adopted on the case was this, that it was considered extremely dangerous
for them to go back to their native country on the slave coast, until some
arrangement could be made to secure them British protection. It was feared
that they would fall again into the hands of slave dealers. However, the indi-
viduals themselves purchased a vessel, engaged a person to manage it, and sailed
from Sierra Leone towards the Bight of Benin. Nothing was heard of them for a
very considerable time. Their friends in this country had nearly arrived at the

conclusion
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conclusion that in all probability they had fallen again into the hands of the slave Rev. J. Beccham,.
dealers, and had been sent across the Atlantic, and plunged into perpetual ———
slavery. Not long since, however, we received information respecting them. It 31 3ay 1842,
appears that they proceeded to Badagry, and they met with a favourable reception

there. A great number of those persons having been connected with our mission

as communicants at Sierra Leone, held religious services upon their arrival, and

began to instruct the people at Badagry as well as they could in the traths of

Christianity ; and their simple teaching inade such an impression upon the mind

of Warraru, who is one of the principal chiefs at the place, that he concurred

with the Christian part of those people in writing to the missionary of the Wes-

leyan Society at Sierra Leone, under whose pastoral care they had previously been

placed, requesting that a missionary might be sent to Badagry to instruct them.

I bave in my hand a copy of a letter, which was written by one of the Africans

themselves, and signed also by Warraru, the governor, requesting that a missionary

might be sent, which, if it is the pleasure of the Committee, I will read ; it is

dated Badagry, 2 March 1841. It is addressed to the Rev. Thomas Dove.

It is signed by James Fergusson, and countersigned by the governor of Badagry,

by the name of Warraru. -

3675. Under whose dominion is Badagry ?—1It is under the King of Dahomey.
The writer says, “ It was my desire to write to you this day, hoping it may not
offend you. True, by the providence of God, I was once brought to (that part of)
Africa, where the sound of the Gospel is, and I have seen and tasted the blessedness
of Jesus, and now I asked permission by the name of the Queen to go to my native
land, and it was granted; so I took a passage by the Queen Victoria, and by the good-
ness of the Lord I arrived therein safe, which I do think, as I have already seen
it, that the place is very good ; no war is there ; no, nothing of such kind is there ;
so I humble beseech you, by the name of Jehovah, to send one of the messengers
of God to teach us more about the way of salvation, because I am now in a place
of darkness where no light is 5 I know that I was once under light, and now I am
in darkness. It is to bring our fellow-citizens into the way which is right and to
tell them the goodness of Jehovah, what he had done for us, and, by so doing, if the
Lord will have mercy to broke that stony heart from them, that they may attend
to the words which I have spoke to them. And, as I know better than them, it is
my duty to put them to right, or into the way which is right, but not to join with
them in their evil ways, for if I do the Lord will be angry with me. Some of my
family children, which arrive with the brig Margaret, wishes the children to be
instructed also ; So I humbly beg of you that you be good and kind and take
pity on us, and send one servant of Christ to instruct us; by so doing, if we ourself
well instructed, I will try to speak to them the same as I have been instructed, and
by so doing the place will become the land of the Gospel. Hoping you must not
be afraid to send us one. If anything matter to him, we will stand, we will take
good ‘care of him as our father and mother. Hoping our few observations will find
you, and also your family in good of life, as it leave me at present. Sir, the
governor of Badagry, his compliment to you, and he is very glad to hear the word
of God; he understand English well.” On receiving this letter, which was trans-
mitted to us by Mr. Dove, the committee resolved to listen so far to the request,
as to instruct Mr. Freeman, at the Gold Coast, to make such arrangements as
would enable him to send a missionary to Badagry. In a recent communi-
cation from Mr. Freeman, we are told that he is arranging to send one or two
missionaries to Badagry, to take those people under his care, and to instruct the
population of the place. We have had a subsequent letter from Mr. Dove, and
as the extract is only short, and it throws a little more light upon the subject,
pethaps the Committee would like to hear it; it is dated November the 24th,
1841, from Sierra Leone. Mr. Dove says, “the liberated Africans have no desire
to leave their native soil of Africa; hundreds have already left our colony for
Badagry (once a noted place for the slave trade), and many more are on the
tiptoe. ‘They are begging us to send a missionary with them to Badagry.
The Akis bave purchased two prize vessels (captured slavers), and they are just
about to purchase a third.  Most of these bold enterprizing men are useful mem-
bers of our society ; they have taken down elementary school-books, slates, bibles,
and testaments, for the purpose of making a beginning in that heathen land.
There will, doubtless, be a constant communication kept up between Sierra Leone
and Badagry ; our members there are continually crying © egme over and help uvs,
and they are giving practical and demonstrable proot that their religion is of the
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genuine cast ; for they are in earnest abouts the salvation of their fellow-men. = As»
they know the burdened state of our funds, they are determined to honour God with-
their substance, by giving him the first fruits of all their increase. The liberated -
Africans have commenced a subscription amongst themselves, to enable the com-:
mittee to send missionaries to their own native land. One has given seven
guineas, another five guineas, some two, and others one. I find they have already
raised nearly the sum of 75/, but this is only the beginning. God is evidently

« about to furnish poor Africaus with the means of helping themselves, as well as the

funds of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. This fund is altogether distinet from
the missionary subscriptions received annually from European merchants and
others.” g

. 3676. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Have you any communication, stating what success
the people at Badagry have had in cultivation or in trade?—We have no other
information than what is contained in these letters ; the arrangement is so very
recent. g ;

3677. Are they received still on friendly terms by the natives?—Yes, accord-
ing to our latest information. 5

3678. Who is the governor of Badagry ; is he a person in authority under the
King of Dahomey ?—He appears to be so; but we haveno further particulars than .
what are contained in these letters.

3679. You have not heard of their being molested in any way?—No.

3680. Is not the King of Dahamey’s country the scene of some of the principal
slave trade in that.part of Africa ?—It is.

3681. Whydah is in his country, not far from Badagry ?—VYes. i

3682. Can you give any information respecting any effect which this little
colony bas had upon the actual state of the slave trade there >—We have no infor-
mation upon this point; we have not yet had letters on the subject from Mr. Free-
man, or any other missionaries. from the Gold Coast.

3683. Has there been any communication between those colonists and the King
of Dahomey ?—None, that 1 am aware of. I have a letter relating to the state
of Whydah, if the Committee wish to hear it. It is a letter addressed by Captain
Laurence to our missionary, Mr. Dove, adverting to the places where the slave
trade is still carried on, and strongly recommending the occupation of Whydah by
the British.

3684. Is Captain Laurence a merchant captain ?—I believe he is.

3685. Will you have the goodness to read that letter >—It is dated * Sierra
Leone, June the 4th, 1841,” and is addressed to Mr. Dove. * For some time
past I have been an eye-witness to the proceedings of some of the most exten-
sive slave dealers on this coast, and I have, with much surprise, observed many
representations of the slave trade, which are, in very many instances, far from
what I consider to be correct. You are aware yourself of the state of Bissao,
about the same as the Rio Ponga. Those two places are the only ones to the
north of us. The Gallinas have been destroyed, but still there have been two
cargoes of 650 unfortunate slaves shipped from thence since the destruction of
that place. I believe you will find there is no more of the slave trade from this
point until you come to Atocco, on Cape St. Paul’s, where a factory stands ; thence
to Awey, thence to Quita, thence to , thence to Sugru, thence to Little
Popo, which is a place of note; thence to Augua, thence to Great Popo, and
thence to Whydah. This, I have no hesitation in saying, is the most formidable
place on the whole coast, and there are more slaves shipped from this than from
any other that I am acquainted with. At the time the British Government aban-
doned this place, they left the fort and guns, and about 500 liberated people;
those people have accumulated, and really ought to be protected. Whydah con-
tains about 10,000 inhabitants, and is a place which should come under notice for
two reasons: it is under the control of the King of Dahomey, who resides about
80 miles in the interior; Whydah itself is in charge of the headman Zangroni;
the noted slave dealer De Souza resides there ; and British subjects should be at
least protected. The next reason is, the slave trade should be stopped, and this
place should be taken charge of at all hazards. Not that I wish to see blood
shed (you know to the contrary; you are too well acquainted with me to suppose
that T would knowingly harm any one), but as it regards this place, have it I would
at'all hazards; it has been too long the scourge of the African race, and it can be
taken possession of. Here is the most eligible place for your mission, the greatest
field on the whole coast; Whydah is the central slave point, and the root oflthc

slave
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“slave trade in the Bight of Benin. Now, my friend, I am willing to spend six
‘months, and go with you to the whole of these places, and visit the king of
Dahomey, and you will find that some reports previously given are at variance with
what is the true state of things ; I am willing to undertake it with you, in full con-
fidence that the work is a good one, and look for protection where I have ever
found it, in an all-wise God. Do not be afraid ; the situation will be sometimes
perilous, but T harbour no fear, it can be done. I am not pecessitated to seek
for employment of this nature; you know I have as much to bind me by the
ties of nature as any man in Africa. But I am well aware of the good that
will result from a mission of this kind ; it will open to the world a true state-
ment; for there bave been too many conflicting reports.” I have added, as
a note from Mr. Dove’s journal, a short extract as to what he saw at Bissao.
to which Captain Laurence refers. The extract I am about to read is from
a letter addressed by Mr. Dove to ourselves, giving an account of a voyage
from Sierra Leone to the Gambia. He called at Bissao as he went, and he says,
“] saw several slavers, all belonging to the Portuguese. These vessels were
lying in the barbour, and were only waiting for a favourable opportunity for
shipping slaves for Havannah and the Brazils. Many of these poor creatures did
I see, day after day, in irons on the shore, who had been either purchased on the
coast for rum, tobacco, &c. or taken in war, and thus brought in canoes to Bissao.
Many of these half-starved, naked slaves had on their legs heavy irons. Their feet
were coupled together, so that each step they were able to take could not possibly
exceed three or four inches. Their ankles appeared greatly chafed, and some
were even raw, and they were under the necessity of applying and fastening some
green leaves of trees between their irons and their sores. After witnessing so
much horror and misery, which I cannot fully describe, I resolved that I would
neither eat bread nor drink water in so foul a place as Bissao. I visited the
governor, who is a native of Poland. He was very sick in his bed. His apart-
ments in the fort were filthy in the extreme, and no one appeared to feel much
interest about him.”

3686. Mr. /. Patten.] Have you any idea what is the population of the Gold
C oast, upon which your missionaries act 7—It is a very difficult question. I asked
Mr. Freeman that question particularly, and he thought that, taking the course
of the river Pra, commencing at the sea and following its course till you reach
Akim, and then come down again to the sea by Aquapim, perhaps the country
included would contain about 700,000 or 800,000 individuals ; but he observed
that it was an extremely difficult matter to form an opinion upon.

3687. Was that a Fantee or an Ashantee population ?—Fantee, including many
other national distinctions.

30688, Mr. Forster.] You have spoken of the advantages conferred on the
natives in the neighbourhood of the Gold Coast, by the arbitration and settlement
of their disputes by the British civil authorities; bave you had any reports of
similar advantages conferred by our other settlements on the coast>—I have not
paid attention to the other settlements on the coast, with reference to the inquiry
of to-day ; I have confined my inquiries for to-day entirely to the Gold Coast.
At another time I shall be happy to give any information we have in our power
with regard to the other settlements.

3089. You have made some allusion to the evil example to the natives set by
some Buropeans upon the coast; do you mean that observation to apply generally
to all our settlements upon the coast of Africa?—I did not make it with referenceto
the Gold Coast exclusively, but with reference also to the influence of our country-
men with aboriginal people generally; I stated it as the result of my genefal
acquaintance with the subject, at the Gold Coast and in other parts of the world.

3690. Chairman.] Do your missionaries find any appearances of the slave
trade being carried on internally in the district connected with the Gold Coast;
do they see slaves carried through for exportation *—I have not received any
information to that effect; I think not.

30691. You are not aware that any of the chiefs sell any of their slaves, except
among themselves 7—No, I am not aware that they do; I do not think that there
is any slave trade going on at the Gold Coast; I speak as to the chiefs selling
their slaves to be transported from the Gold Coast.

3092. Are you aware of any export of slaves from Ashantee >—1I have no infor-
mation that may be considered as decided on the subject ; 1 ave a general impres-
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sion that slaves are conveyed from Ashantee to the slave coast, but not to the
GOld Coast. < 2% EE IR AR 5 oS T P ; 2 [N

3693. Sir 7. D. Acland.] By the slave coast you mean the Dahomey Coast?—
Yes; the King of Ashantee keeps a very great number of slaves constantly in
chains, chiefly, however, for the purpose of sacrifice. Mr. Freeman understood
that he usually had about 1,000. The king gave him a slave: when he was there
on his first visit, who had been brought out on two several occasions, with the
intention of his being sacrificed, but the king had ordered him to be s ack,
and that morning when he was brought cut by the king to Mr. Free e
expected that he was to be sacrificed. When the Ashantee troops who were sen
to accompany Mr. Freeman had left him, his first act was to emancipate this slave,
who expressed unbounded gratitude for it ; he brought him down to Cape Coast
and placed him under instruction; and he has found kim a very trustworthy
man.

3604. Mr. W. Patten.] Ts it well authenticated that the king keeps 1,000
slaves for the purpose of sacrifice?—Mr. Freeman saw them himself, and had one
of those slaves given to him ; and he was informed upon the spot that that is the
number the king usually keeps.

3605. Is the population of that country rapidly or progressively dk’creasiug in
number, in consequence of those sacrifices *—I have no means of ascertaining that
point. : :

3696. Sir 7. D. Acland.] Do you suppose those people to be his own subjects,
or to be taken from other countries ?—A great number of those who are sacrificed
are not his own subjects, but slaves which he obtains from the interior ; and con-
sequently the native population would not be diminished by those sacrifices.

5697. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Can you state the number of slaves sacrificed upon
the occasion of the death of the last King of Ashantee ?—When the brother of the
king who invaded Fantee died, the king devoted 3,000 victims, 2,000 of whom
were Fantee prisoners, and nearly 1,000 more were furnished by various towns ;
making in the whole about 4,000 human beings who perished at the grave of this
royal personage. =

3698.. Mr. J¥. Patten.] When did he die >—It was at the time when the king
invaded Fantee; at the war in which Sir Charles Macarthy was killed, which
happened in 1824.

3609. Siv 7. D. Acland.] Do you conceive the Gold Coast to be a peculiarly
favourable situation for your missionary operations >—We were led to it in the
first instance by an offer from a master of a merchant vessel who bad visited
the coast frequently ; he was so favourably impressed with the openings, as he
thought, for the introduction of the gospel, that he very uenerously offered to our
committee that if they would a send a missionary, he would take him on his next
voyage; that he should have an opportunity of spending some six months on
the coast, for the purpose of making his own observation ; and that if the missionary
was of opinion that there was no favourable opening for the establishment of a
mission, he would bring him back to this country free of any expense whatever
to the Missionary Society. The offer was accepted ; the missionary went, and he
found the state of things quite as favourable as this individual had represguted,
and he remained and laboured and died there.

3700. And you have found it to continue so on subsequent experience ?—We
have ; it continues to be more promising every succeeding year.

3701. Chairman.] And you feel that your mission derives considerable advan~
tage from the support of the English forts upon the coast —Yes; I am bound to
say that the authorities upon the Gold Coast have always manifested a favour-
able disposition to our missionary undertaking, and they have afforded that ku‘)d
of facility which a Government can ever afford to persons who are under its
control.

3702. And you feel greater confidence altogether in dealing with that conntry
in consequence of the presence of some fragment of the British power ¢ 1 do not
know that we feel greater confidence so far as personal security is C(l)llcel'l_lt‘d,‘ but
we have greater confidence in this respect, that owing to the extension of British
influence over the country generally, the missionaries can prosecute their labours
there without that interruption which they sometimes experience among a savage,
barbarous people, who arc in a state of war among themselves, and have no con=
trolling influence to direct the whole.
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w3703, Sir 7. D. Acland.] In point of fact, have you been led to extend your
- operations yet to either of the districts adjoining the Gold Coast?—We have pro-
- cezded from the coast inwards into the interior.
2704. But not on either side?—Not on either side (excepting Badagry), be-
ccause the neighbourhood of the Gold Coast and Ashantee furnish such an extensive
field of operation, that we have not funds adequate to an extension far beyond.

3705. Mr. Forster.] Do you think that your missionaries could have prosecuted
their labours in the interior, or upon any part of that coast, with the same success,
if a way bad not been made for them by the influence of our settlements there >—
It is extremely difficult to say what would have been the state of things, had it
not been for the extension of British influence; 1 most decidedly say, with
reference to this point, that the extension of British influence there, as a matter of
faet, has proved beneficial in respect of affording facility for the free and peaceful
prosecution of our labours.

3706. Chairman.] The extension of your labours would be impeded if the
country were in a state of war?>—VYes.

3707. You conceive that the influence of the British settlements there promotes
general peace?™—Yes. - s

3708. Aad in that way aftords facility for the introduction of all manner of im-
provements *—Yes. ;

3700. Mr. Evans.] Some persons who have visited the neighbourhood of the
missionary stations, have thought that the zeal of the missionaries, or their desire
for improvement, has made them too sanguine, and induced them to send home
statements of an estent of improvement, which other people could not so easily
see.  Now as you have had very extensive correspondence with your missionaries,
will you state whether you think that has been generally, or at all the case?—
I do not thiok that charge is true; an individual under the influence of feelings,
which none but a missionary can understand, way sometimes send home a
more glowing statement than facts will warrant, but I do not think the charge
is generally true; if I may be allowed, I would read a single paragraph, in
which I have embodied a few remarks, that | think would answer that question:
“The formation of native religious societies is not in itself sufficient proof
of the beneficial effects of the exertions of the missionaries; and evidence may
be very fairly required to show that the conversion of the people to the Christian
religion does not consist in the mere renunciation of one set of opinions for another,
but that with the adoption of a new faith they have imbibed the spirit and prin-
ciples of Christianity, and are exhibiting a corresponding change in their character
and conduet. But, the writer is fully aware of the delicacy and difficulty of the
task of furnishing such evidence, and how easily without the exercise of much
caution he might subject himself to the charge of exaggeration. Itis a fact, that
travellers: and others who have an opportunity of personally observing the pro-
ceedings of missionaries in beathen lands do not always sufficiently appreciate the
efféets of their teaching ; an unfair criterion is frequently adopted ; either the attain-
ments of the native converts are compared with the acquirements of Christians in
enlightened and civilised countries, or in some other way, the disadvantages of their
condition are overlooked, and asa natural result, all the benefits which have actually
resulted from the instructions of the missionaries, are not perceived and acknow-
ledged. Duly to estimate the change which has been eflected by missionary
labours, the present state of the people whose benefit has been sought should be
contrasted with their former heathen condition, and the comparison ought to be
instituted under the full impression of the truth that the elevation of a people from
the depths of barbarism is not the work of a day. The writer is persuaded, that if
this mode of investigation be adopted, the candid inquirer will find that a very con-
siderable ampunt of benefit has been produced by the instrumentality of the
Wesleyan Mission at the Gold Coast.”

§710. Chairman.] Did Mr. Freeman, on either of his visits to Coomassie, go
atlended by uny messenger, or anthorised person from the English settlement *—
In the first instance when he went up, he was accompanied by some persons
whom President Maclean sent to accompany him ; and was also favoured with a
letter from the president to the King of Asbantee, introducing Mr. Freeman, and
recommending him to the king's notice and protection. I have not the details of his
lust journey, for although we have received very lengthened communications this
moining, I have not had time to look into thew, and therefore I canvot state exactly
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all the circumstances under which his last visit to Coomassie was made : but I have
no doubt that the same kind of facilities were afforded by President Maclean.

3711. You conceive that Mr. Freeman derived advantage from the countenance
afforded him by the English settlement >—Yes, certainly. ~

3712. You conceive, therefore, that some influence is exercised in Ashantee by
the English settlement ?—Yes, I am quite of that opinion, that a beneficial influ-
ence, to a certain limited extent, is exercised there. .

3713. Do you think it would be productive of good effects if British influ-
ence were to be exerted, for the purpose of attempting to get rid of domestic
slavery on the Gold Coast?—1 would observe, that the British authorities certainly
have it in their power to prevent a subject of the British Crown from any partiei-
pation in slavery in whatever form; but the natives are not British subjects, to be
coerced by an Act of Parliament. If they were British subjects, they could thus
be brought under British legislation and administration ; but I think, even then,
it would be necessary to introduce a very general system of enlightened education,
otherwise your legislation upon the subject would, among the natives who are in a
state of heathenism, remain a dead letter; but although the British authorities
could not interfere, as I think, authoritatively thus to put it down, they might do
much towards the suppression of domestic slavery. I think such a system of pro~
tection might be framed, and practically administered, as would discountenance
domestic slavery, and be the means of enforcing upon the natives sound principles
on the subject of slavery under any form, and all other important questions.
I have reason to believe, for instance, that many of the natives are at the present
time so far enlightened by Christianity, although they have not fully embraced it,
that they would be glad to have the support and protection of a formal denun-
ciation, on the part of the British Government, of those ruinous funeral customs
to which I have adverted, with the pawn system which they so greatly foster, if not
produce. Now it is in such a way, by that kind of interference I comuceive that
much might be done. .

3714. Rather in the way of a moral influence than absolute prohibition ?— Yes.

3715. You would not have soldiers sent up 25 or 30 miles into the country to
prevent a funeral feast?—I conceive of the influence to be exerted rather in this
way ; here are a number of people, inhabitants of the country, looking up to the
Brtish authorities for direction and protection, for assistance in the arrangement
of civil matters. Now the notion I have is, that that assistance and protection
might be afforded on such a principle as to discountenance domestic slavery. The
governor might make the natives understand that if they are to enjoy British
protection and aid it must be without any compromise of those great principles
which the British Government holds sacred. 1 am aware that some stipulations
have been made in agreements with some of the native chiefs, that they should
give up the practice of human sacrifices, and the practice of panyarring,” and
perhaps others; and I conceive that this principle might be carried still further.

3716. Viscount Ebrington.] Might such a practice not also be counteracted by
making a difference between the legality of debts contracted for such expenses as
those, and other debts?—I am not prepared to go into the details of the plan ;
I would rather state my general views, that I think the Government might, by
the arrangement and administration of a proper system of protection, to a very
great extent put down those evils. It will, however, be a work of time. All the
beneficial influences that can be brought to bear upon the native population will
not change the state of society at once.

3717. The mere termination of a state of internal war must have of itself led to
a great deal of improvement !—Yes.

3718. If slavery is looked upon with favour by the working classes, as giving
them sccurity in case of disturbance, under the altered circumstances of peace the
necessity for the protection, which is afforded by the master to the slave, will be
less, and the condition of the slave will be less necessary to the country than it has
been hitherto ?—Certainly.

3719. Mr. /¥, Patten.] Do you think any of the more intelligent of the natives
understand the nature of the English government on the coast. Are they aware
that it emanates from a committee of merchants, or do they consider it as ema-
nating from the Crown of England >—I do not possess information that would
enable me to answer that question accurately. My impression is, that the natives

generally understand that the Government on thie coast emanates from the Govern-
ment
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ment at home, but whether they understand precisely the distinction referred to
I cannot say.

3720. Is it your opinion that the Government upon the Gold Coast, as at pre-
sent constituted, is the best mode of government for the spread of civilisation on
that coast *—As a general principle, I should always hold as the result of the
observation I have made on those subjects, that the closer the connexion between
the government of the dependency and the parent Government at home the better,
and the more beneficial the Governinent will prove to the native population.

3721. Are you aware of any particular inconveniences or evils which have arisen
from the particular source of authority upon the Gold Coast:—No, I cannot say
that T am aware of any particular evils of that description.

3722. Mr. Forster.] You think they would be ruled with greater advantage if
they were placed under the Crown?—I lay it down as a principle, not with
exclusive reference to the Government of the Gold Coast, but as a general rule,
that the more immediately the Government of the dependency is placed under
the parent Government, the better T should apprehend it generally to work. At
the same time, in making this remark, I would advert to the testimony I have
previously borne respecting the kind of beneficial influence which the existing Go-
vernment on the Coast has exerted in forwarding the interests of the natives, and
in promoting missionary operations.

Jovis, 2° die Junii, 1842.
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Colonel Alexander Findlay, called in ; and further Examined.

3723. Mr. Forster.] HAVE the civil or other servants of the Government on
the coast of Africa any retiring pension or allowance >—The colonial officers
haye no retiring pension ; the mixed commissions have.

3724. The retiring pensions and the allowances are confined to the officers
of the mixed commission ?— They are.

3725. Do you think it would have a good effect in procuring a better quali-
fied class of officers, if some pension or allowance were provided in case of long
service on the coast of Africa?—Most decidedly it would, in my opinion.
I think it is a very great hardship, where the colonial officers have been there
12, 13, or 14 years, and their health and constitution destroyed, to have
nothing to fall back upon.

3720. Has it been long considered a great hardship on the part of officers
serving on the coast of Africa ?—1It has been considered a very great grievance.
There have been one or two pensioned, but that was all.

3727. Chairman.] Are you aware whether in any other colonies the civil
servants of the Crown have retiring pensions; in the West Indies, for
instance !—I am not aware; T am rather inclined to think that they have not.

3728. Mr. W. Evans.] Do you think there is any difficulty in obtaining a
choice of fit men, willing to accept those civil appointments *—I dare say men
better qualified would be induced to go if they had the prospect of retiring
pensions.

3729. You think that in the present circumstances of the colony there is not
a sufficient choice of fit men for the appointments that are made of civilians >—
I think not.

8730. Mr. Forster.] Do you think it would afford a greater security for the
proper discharge of their duties, if they could look forward to some provision
of that kind *—Yes, I think it would. -
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3731, Chairman.] Ave you aware whether upon every vacancy at Sierra
‘Leone or at the Gambia, there are or are not many applications fory situations,
even from persons of high character and respectable station *—With respect
to the higher officers, I believe there are many; the Governor and Chief
Justice. . = !

>

William Mackintosh Hutton, Bsq., called in ; and Examined.
’ VSIS T
3732. YOU are a merchant in the city of London, engaged in the Aﬁm
trade :—1I am. , * bt
3733. Arc you one of the committee of three merchants to whom is entrusted
the management of the affairs of the Gold Coast >—1I am. ¢
3734. How long have you been engaged in the trade >—Twenty-five to thirty
years, R
3735. Is there any part of Dr. Madden’s Report on which you wish to offer
any explanation ?—Two vessels are named at page 17 which belong to my firm,
the Medora and the Guineaman ; it is there stated that they had sold goods
to slave factories. Those transactions may very possibly have taken place, and T
do not desire to defend dealings with slave traders ; my wish is simply to show
that my house has never sought such Dbusiness, and that such reasonable
care and caution as might be expected from a merchant who sends his goods
to a place like Africa, where legal and illegal trade ave both carried on, have
been taken by my house to prevent those parties whom we have employed
from pursuing the illegal trade, or pursuing such transactions as are caleu-
lated to assist that-trade. T should state that on the receipt of Dr. Madden's
Report, I learnt by a letter which accompanied it, that it was sent to our
house by desire of Lord Stanley; and I therefore thought it my duty imme-
diately to make a reply to Lord Stanley, which, with the permission of the
Committee, I will regd. Tt is dated the 20th of April 1842 : “My Lord, We
have this day received a copy of Dr. Madden's Report on the Gold Coast,
which your Lordship had been pleased to direct should be sent to us. As
there ave allusions in it in which we feel ourselves personally affected, we
beg you will permit us to make a few observations on them, which we are
the more anxious to do, as one of our firm has been for seven years past a
member of the committee of merchants for the management of the Gold Coast
settlements, and it would ill become any house of pretensions to respectability to
cmploy their means to promote a trade which one of its members is bound to
endeavour to suppress in virtue of a trust committed to him by his Government.
The portion of Dr, Madden’s Report to which we particularly vefer is the follow-*
ing (page 25): ‘The general interests of English commerce are completely
swamped by about half a dozen of individuals, who are the suppliers of this illegal
trade in Africa with goods and stores, and at the same time setting themselves
up as the supporters and defenders of the great and general interests of the
country. The vigilance of our cruisers is said to be defeated by those vessels
under the British flag, and those traders in our settlements, who afford the ships
and factories of the slave dealers whatever they require.’ Though we might
offer some opinion as to the concerns of others, our present object is only to
clear ourselves from the imputations conveyed in these paragraphs, and we
have no apprehension but that we shall do so thoroughly to your Lordship’s
satisfaction.  We have engaged in trading to the west coast of Africa for
nearly 30 years, and in fitting out vessels for that part, it has been our con-
stant practice to impress upon the master of each vessel, and every time he
proceeded upen each voyage, that he was carvefully to avoid all dealings,
and even communication, if possible, with slave traders. In dispatching each
vessel on her voyage, an inventory or invoice is always given to the master, or
supercargo, which is a priced list of every article of merchandize that has been
put on board of his vessel. The heading of this document is descriptive of the
object for which the cargo has been shipped; and it has been the invariable
rule of our house to state clearly at the outset, that the goods are to be bavtered,
sold, or exchanged, for the produce of the coast of Africa, A letter of instrue-
tions is also in every case given to the supercargo, and in no one instance has
a ship ever been sent on a trading voyage to Africa without these documents;
but, notwithstanding, we have found that occasionally dealings with parties
ashore, of whow little doubt could exist of their being engaged in the sla(;'e
trade,
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trade, have occurred. Two instances are named in Dr. Madden's Report, in,
‘which ships belonging to our house are stated to have had such dealings : these
vessels are the Guineaman and Medora, mentioned in page 17 of the Report.
These ships were not fitted out for such transactions, and we can declare that
“they have not been repeated. In confirmation, we annex, first, No. 1, copy of
the heading of an invoice of a cargo of merchandize consigned to the coast of
Africa, which is placed at the commencement of the invoice of each shipment
made by us; No. 2, extracts from letters of structions given to masters of
vessels. The original documents are, of course, always parted with; but we
happen to have three invoices in our possession, which we submit for your
Lordship’s inspeetion, also the office copies of the letters of instructions taken
when they were first written. Latterly we have found it convenient to have a
book of general instructions, one of which we also forward ; eight bills of
lading, which state the object of each shipment, and are signed by the respective
masters of the vessels by which the shipment is made. These documents, we
rely, will acquit us, in your Lordship’s mind, of any intention to promote or
pursue an illegal trade upon the coast of Africa; and should your Lordship
consider that our transactions were not designed for aiding and abetting
the slave trade, and that you can impartially award us the judgment of
being the promoters of a lawful and praiseworthy commerce with Africa,
and being thereby the practical promoters of the civilization of its unfortunate
people, we beg the favour of your Lordship to put us right in the estimation of
Lord Sandon, and the Committee to whom the Report of Dr. Madden has been
submitted. We may here add, that the return cargo which a ship brings home,
indicates pretty clearly what her general trade on the coast of Africa has been:
thus, if the outward cargo be, for instance, 5,000 /. in value, and the ship return
with African produce, such as palm oil and ivory to more than that value, here
is demonstration that that vessel has been pursuing a legitimate and whole-
some trade; and so if a house largely engaged in the African trade import
considerable quantities of African produce, it will be a clear indication that
their general trade is a lawful one. If, on the other hand, the ship brings home
large guantities of doubloons and dollars, in which the slave dealers generally
make their payments, it may be inferred that such returns are the produce of
dealings with slave traders. But we feel bound to say, that we do not believe
that such returns are by any means frequent, and further, we take the liberty
of stating our decided opinion that Dr. Madden has adopted his views far too
hastily on this portion of his subject. The recommendations which Dr. Mad-
den offers, we beg leave to state generally, fall in with our conviction of what
is wanting on the Gold Coast ; and we should be disposed to augur much good
if Her Majesty’s Government should determine on affording the settlements
niore extended means for internal improvements and increase of trade.” With
that letter were enclosed several documents : No. 1 is a copy of what is always
put at the head of an invoice of goods: “Invoice of goods of merchandize
shipped by W. B. Hutton & Sons, on board of their schooner Guineaman,
G. W. Brewer, commander, bound on a trading voyage to the West Coast of
Africa, and consigned to the care of the said G. W. Brewer, to be there bar-
tered and exchanged for the produce of the said coast, to be remitted to the
shippers in London, for and on their account and risk.” Then follow two
or three extracts from letters of instructions. One is dated so far back as
the 20th of August 1829. The paragraph extracted is the following: It is
necessary that you do not, for any consideration, have any dealings, transac-
tions, or communications with any slave-trading vessels whatever, in the river
or+ elsewhere, unless you be called upon to exercise any act of common
humanity. The direct or indirect dealing in slaves is made felony by the laws
of England, and you must avoid everything connected with that traffic as you
would the deadliest enemy.” The next extract I have given is to Richard
Bailey, dated December 12th, 1832 : « It is necessary that you do not, upon
any consideration whatever, have any dealings with slave-trading vessels, as
any direct or indirect traffic with slave vessels is a serious erime in the laws of
England, and punishable as felony.” Again, to George Brewer, dated Sep-
tember 22, 183@: It seems unnecessary to caution you to be on your guard,
and avoid communications with slave-trading vessels.” I ought, perhaps, here
to observe, that in sending a good many vessels during the year to the coast of
Africa, we found it inconvenient to be continually repeating the same thing on
every ocoasion ; oceusionally some of those remarks became omitted ; we there-
0.35- DDg fore,
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fore, about six or seven years ago, adopted the plan of having a book of
instructions, in which all things of that kind have been noticed to every com-
mander of a vessel; and that book was placed on board the ship, and, exe:
when sht.a came into harbour, was never taken out of it; so that the bopk of
general instructions was always on board. In that book was the following
paragraph : “ Recollect that you are never concerned in slave trading, as such
is a serious offence against the laws of this country, as well as having dealings
with slave traders.” Then to that letter we received a reply from the Colonial
Office, stating that it ought to have been addressed to your Lordship. I an-
swered Mr. Hope, in reply, stating that in the situation in which I was placed
as one of the committee for conducting the Gold Coast, T felt an explanation
due to the Colonial Department. Lord Stanley, however, seemed to desire
that the explanation should be given to the Committee.

3736. Did the prohibition of your captains to deal with slave dealers extend
to dealing with slave-trading factories on shore >—Recently slave-trading fac-
tories have been made the subject of remark, and we have been a little more
particular in our instructions.

3737. Will you explain what you understand by a slave-trading factory >—
A person settled on the coast, who collects slaves and ships them.

3738. Does the person who conducts the slave-trading factory also deal in
lawful merchandize ?—There may be cases in which he does.

3739. Mr. W. Patten.] What sort of persons are usually placed over those
slave-trading factories to conduct the business of the factory ?—I am not able
to answer that question.

3740. Chairman.] You do not know whether they are Europeans or black
men *—Europeans generally ; Portuguese and Spaniards. We have been more
particular in the instructions to such of our trading masters as were likely to
be much in the neighbourhood of the slave-trading factories. This is an
extract from a letter written to Captain Jackson, now on the coast; it was
given to him on the 8th of March 1840: “ You are fully aware that having any
communications with the slave trade or dealers is against the laws of England,
and would be treated as such, by any of Her Majesty’s cruisers on the coast
detecting any one in the least way implicated in it, either by selling goods or
otherwise; and that you may be quite alive to the correctness of the same, we
have furnished you with an extract from the late Act of Parliament.” The
extract is the 10th section of the 5th of Geo. 4, c. 113, called the Slave Consolida-
tion Act, and is as follows: ““ And be it further enacted, that if any person shall
deal or trade in, sell, barter, transfer, or contract for the dealing or trading
in, purchase, sale, barter, or transfer of slaves or persons intended to be dealt
with as slaves, or shall in any manner engage or contract to engage, directly or
indirectly, therein as a partner, agent, or otherwise, or shall knowingly and wil-
fully ship, tranship, lade, or receive, or put on hoard, or contract for the ship-
ping, transhipping, lading, receiving, or putting on board of any ship, vessel,
or boat, money, goods, or effects, to be employed in accomplishing any of the
objects, or the contracts in relation to the objects, which objects and contracts
have hereinbefore been declared unlawful; then and in every such case the
person so offending shall be and are hereby declared to be felons, and shall be
transported beyond the seas for a term not exceeding 14 years.” Ibeg to state
that the last thing that I ever expected was, that I should have to make this
explanation before a Committee of the House of Commons; but I hope that I
shall have succeeded in satisfying this Committee that some care has been taken
by my firm to restrict our connexions with the coast of Africa to lawful trade.

3741. You conceive it impossible for a merchant to be aware of the ultimate
purposes to which the goods which he sells in exchange for produce on the
coast of Africa may be applied :—It is certainly impossible for a merchant who
ships goods, either on a trading voyage or by consignment to a correspondent,
to be aware of the ultimate purposes to which the goods he sends may be
applied.  All that the merchant in London can do is, to give such instructions
as shall put the parties to whom he sends those goods on. their guard in the
disposal of them.

3742. Should you permit or recommend a captain of yours to go to trade
with a place which had no settlement but for the purposes of being a slave
factory ¢—Certainly not.

3743. Or to trade with a person who was known to have no other occupa-

tion than that of conducting a slave factory >—No, certainly not: they may do
1t
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it without instructions. When a man is on the coast of Africa, he goes there
to dispose of a certain portion of goods entrusted to him, and he may be placed
in a situation where it is difficult to get rid of them ; and when a man is in
such a climate as that of Africa, of course he is anxious to wind up his adven-
ture, and to get home as soon as he can, and he may be induced to part with
a portion of his cargo to such an individual.

3744. You would not consider such an act within the range of your instruc-
tions >—-I should consider it contrary to our intentions, and therefore against
the tenor of our instructions.

3745. Mr. W. Patten.] Would one of your captains consider himself obliged
to decline to enter into a contract with a person whom he knew to be the
superintendent of one of those slave factories?—1I have kmown cases where
captains have declined to do so.

3746. Knowing simply that the party was the superintendent of a slave
factory ?—Under the impression that such dealings were contrary to law.

3747. Chairman.] On the ground that the person he was to deal with was
engaged solely in the slave trade :—Yes.

3748. Is it your opinion that the slave-trade factories could not subsist with-
out the supplies they receive through our merchant vessels /—They would get
supplies from other quarters, as they do in fact. s

3740. What do you consider to be the assistance which they derive from the
merchants at the British settlements on the coast, to which Dr. Madden alludes ?
~—1 presume that he alludes to such cases as that of the Dos Amigos. ButI
think such cases are rare; I do not think they are by any means of frequent
oceurrence. . ]

3750. You consider, therefore, that any argument derived from the few acci-
dental cases in which in the course of trade such assistance may have been
given, is very inapplicable to the great bulk of the trade *—Yes.

3751. And is contrary to the intentions of the merchants engaged in the
trade >—Contrary to the intentions of the merchants in the trade generally.

3752. Viscount Ebrington.] They are exceptions to the general rule >—I
think they are. 1

3753. Mr. W. Patten.] Do your captains make to your house any detailed
report of the manner in which they have conducted their adventures, upon
their return home ?—A more or less detailed one, but it relates chiefly to the
goods sold, and the produce taken in exchange; not to any particular occur-
rences or to the particular individuals with whom they have had dealings.

3754. They do not make reports to you of every individual they deal with,
but of the general result >—Yes, of the general result only.

3755. Mr. Hamilton.] Do they state the places at which they touch ?
can ascertain that from the log-book.

3756. Chairman.] You have not been to the coast of Africa yourself?—
Never.

3757. Mr. Forster.] You commence your letter of defence to Lord Stanley,
by this paragraph: “ Though we might offer some opinion as to the concerns
of others, our present object is only to clear ourselves from the imputations
conveyed in these paragraphs, and we have no apprehension but that we shall
do so thoroughly to your Lordship's satisfaction ;” do you mean to convey by
that paragraph any imputation, or do you mean to insinuate that if you did
offer an opinion on the concerns of others, you could prove that the charges of
Dr. Madden were correct >—1 have stated that I think Dr. Madden’s conclu-
sions are hastily drawn, and that the general transactions of the trade, taken
a& a whole, are lawful and legitimate.

3758. Then what is it you mean by saying, “ Though we might offer some
opinion as to the concerns of others” ?—I stated further, that as regards what
produce the ships bring home, inferences may be drawn. .

3750. You did not mean to convey any imputation upon others by that
remark :—I did not mean to convey any imputation upon any one.

3760. You gave in, annexed to that letter, an extract from the hook of
general instructions placed on board each vessel; do you mean to say that
that extract was included in the instructions of all your eaptains >—Within the
last five or six years it has been. Iobserved that we had found inconvenience in
continually repeating the same instructions, and that oceasionally remarks of
a general nature became omitted ; and therefore, in order that those remarks
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which we thought it important that'every captain should receive, might not be
omitted, we embodied them in a book. SR < Rt

3761. At what period did you commence that rule?~—As near as I ean
remember, the latter end of the year 1837, or probably January 1838.

3762. Can you produce that book *—Yes, T can (producing the same). It is
made a pretty large book that it may not be kicked into any hole or corner.

* 3763. Mr. Evans.] Is your trade chiefly barter ?—Entirely barter,

3764. Mr. Forster.] Have you ever forbidden any of your captains to trade
with any particular individuals carrying on business on the coast of Africa, on
account of their being suspected of having dealings in the slave trade >—I have
not found it necessary to give written instructions upon that subject, because
we have never had any dealings of any regular continuance. !

3765. Dr. Madden accuses your captains of having had dealings with slavers;
have such transactions oceurred >-—I say that such transactions may have
occurred, but they have occurred contrary to our general instruections ; and as
far as reasonable care can be taken, we take that reasonable care, for the pre-
ver:ition of transactions which shall have any tendency to aid or abet the slave
trade.

3766. What do you mean by aiding or abetting the slave trade >—It admits
of large interpretation. A man who sells goods to a party who deals in slaves;
may be said to aid and abet the slave trade by selling him those goods, because
the goods may be wanted for the purchase of slaves. 4

3767. Would you consider a legitimate transaction in trade with a person
suspected of being engaged in the slave trade as well as in legitimate trade,
aiding and abetting the slave trade >—I think so, or it might be with a person
suspected.

3768. From your connexion of 30 years with the coast of Africa, do you not
know that every native and foreign trader on that coast is directly or indirectly
connected with the slave trade >—I do not know any such thing.

3769. Are you not aware that slavery is general throughout the whole of that
country >—Not the transportation of slaves. In talking of the slave trade, I
allude simply to the purchase of slaves by an European at a slave factory, and
the exportation of the slaves ; but if you speak of every party connected with
the slave trade, every black man in Africa is, more or less, concerned in the
slave trade, because he is at liberty to buy or sell a slave.

3770. Are not you aware that King Peppel, in Bonny, has been for many
years one of the most notorious of the slave dealers on the coast of Africa?—
He is generally known as having been an extensive slave dealer.

3771. Are you aware that the'whole of the Liverpool captains of vessels have
paid tribute to that man, and carried on dealings in the river under his sanc-
tion for many years 2—There is no doubt about that.

3772. Then, according to your version of the meaning of the words “aiding
and abetting the slave trade,” do you consider that those Liverpool houses and
captains have been aiding and abetting the slave trade by those transactions ¢
—No, I do not, not by paying tribute to King Peppel.

5773. You yourself have carried on trade in the Bonny ?—I have.

3774. Are you not aware that one of the first transactions of the captains,
before opening the trade, is to pay what is called the customs to King Peppel ?
—7Yes.

3775. Are you not aware that unless those customs were paid, the vessels
could have obtained no oil >—That is true.

3776. Your connexion with Africa, till very lately, has been chiefly confined
to the floating trade on the Gold Coast >—The Gold Coast and the leeward and
windward trade, that is, the trade to the eastward and westward of Cape Co:_lst.

3777. Are you aware whether the number of foreign vessels ip the floating
trade has greatly increased of late years ? —I have some information upon that
point, which I shall be glad to lay before the Committee. y .

3778. Chairman.] How do you distinguish between the floating trade and
the other trade *—The floating trade is carried on by a vessel that is sent from
London or Liverpool, or Bristol, with a cargo on board, and the cargo is sold
by the master from the vessel in different places off the coast. May I be
allowed to state generally, as an answer to some of the questions that have
been recently put, that we consider there is a great difference between dealing

with a black trader, a native of Africa, and an Buropean. If the European is
a dealer
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L dealer in slaves, we call that the slave trade ; but we do not draw the same dis-
tinction between a slave trader and a legitimate trader as regards the black man.
- 3779- Six T\ D. Acland.] Would it be easy to do so?—1It would be impossible.

3780. Viscount Ebrington.] Not even where the black trader is implicated in
the exportation of slaves’—It would be impossible to draw the distinetion
generally.

3781. Chairman.] You consider that the European slave dealer is more
solely devoted to the trade in slaves, and that the black slave trader mixes up
the trade with other things >—King Peppel, who has been mentioned, though
a large slave trader, is also a very large legitimate trader. He supplies all the
ships that frequent his river with the oil—he and his subjects; but if there are
foreign slave-trading vessels in the river, he does not prohibit his subjects, or
restrain himself from supplying slaves to those vessels. But it is with regard
to the masters of those vessels, that we put the interdict upon our captains that
they are not to supply them. That is our interpretation of  slave trader,” in
contradistinetion to such a man as King Peppel.

3782. Mr. Hamilton.] They might get the same supplies from other mer-
chants >—Yes; but they would have to pay their profit.

3783. Sir 7. D. dcland.] In which class do you place De Souza ?—De Souza
is generally known as a slave trader exclusively.

3784. Chairman.] Or Mr. Canot ?—I know very little about Canot; T believe
he is a dealer in produce as well as in slaves.

3785. Mr. Forster.] Are you aware that there are many black traders who
have been extensively engaged in exporting slaves from the coast of Africa :—
| do not know any black traders whom 1 can speak of as extensively engaged
in exporting slaves, except Peppel. I
3786, You carry on trade through your agent, Mr. Marmon, at Popo i—Yes,
we do.

3787. Do you know a trader there of the name of Lawson?—The only
knowledge 1 have of him is by name; I know no more of him than I do of
King Peppel.

3788. Are you not aware that he is a person who has been extensively
engaged in the export trade in slaves >—I should doubt that; he is only
charged by Dr. Madden with dabbling in them.

3789. At page 17, in Dr. Madden's Report, he says: “ A British trader,
a man of colour, who has an establishment at Accra, has one likewise at Little
Popo, where he is known to dabble in this trade. This man was an agent of
a mercantile house in London, and information reached me of his having em-
barked for Popo, some time ago, in the neighbourhood of St. Paul’s, a number
of slaves on board a British vessel then under discharge. On visiting this part
of the coast, in Her Majesty’s ship Wolverine, on my way to Prince’s Island,
we found at Great Popo a British subject of colour, holding a factory, from
which Captain Tucker had information he had lately shipped a cargo of slaves.
While at anchor off the shore, Captain Tucker addressed a letter to him on the
subject, informing him of the report he had heard, and giving him to under-
stand, that on any repetition of his illegal proceedings, he would destroy his
factory, and carry himself to Sierra Leone. He returned a submissive; and I
must add a very proper answer, not denying the transaction alluded to, but:
promising faithfully in future to abstain from exporting slaves.” Can you form
any opinion as to who is meant by this paragraph in Dr, Madden’s Report *—
I must declare that I do not know. -

3790. Do you know of any British trader, a man of colour, who has an
establishment at Acera, and one also at Popo *—No, I do not.

3792, Has not your agent, Mr. Marmon, an establishment at Accra, and one
also at Popo *—Yes, he has, but he is not a man of colour.

3702. Is not he very dark ;—He may be sunburnt; every man who is there
long is very dark, but he is an Englishman. I knew his father very well
myself. Dr. Madden does not mean to allude to Mr. Marmon.

3703. Have you any idea to whom he means to allude —I do not know to
whom he alludes: I was puzzled when I read it.

3704. Do you know of any person having an establishment at Accra and one
af Popo also, except your agent Mr. Marmon :—I do not know who may have
establishments there ; I know that Mr. Marmon has an establishment at Acera,
and that he gets a considerable quantity of oil from Popo. There may be half
a dozen individuals that may have establishments at Acera and at Popo. ;
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