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ABSTRACT

Interest in museums has been greatly stimulated in the past
decade by widespread concern for cultural identity. It is the
aim of this study to find out adult patronage and how they use

the museum for learning purposes.

The following Chapters make mo claim to being an exbaustive
study of museuns but fhey cloattempt to give to the general public

some conception of the extent to which museums are used by the

public and the of museun'

The work as presented is organised in Sections as follows;
Chapter One deals with the general introduction to the study,
Chapter Two dilates on the background and the setting of the study,
Chapter Three is on the literature review, Chapter Four is on
methodology and the presentation of analysis and finally Chapter

Five deals with the summary and conclusion.

The research method used for the study is the survey research
but the cross-sectional form of the survey research was used.
The cross-sectional type was used to find out the views of
respondents on the programmes the museums organize and the use of
museuns for learning purposes.

The study traces the history of the museum in the Greek

city-states, how it was used and how it came to be established in
Ghana,

The study established that adults are only prepared to visit

the museun when they can see an advantage to be gaiued from the



newly acquired knowledge. Also, the study found out that adults
will visit the museun if only the learning conditions there are
suttable for adult learning and that the adult visitors' interest

in museum exhibits is to a large extent a function of their interest

in the subject matter prior to coming to the museum.

The study also realised that visual education assumes great
importance in museuns and supplies a valuable means of disseminating
ideas which would otherwise stand little chance of making an impact

on the public comsciousness.

Similarly, the study revealed that the Volta Reglonal Museum,
Ho, lacks a lot of useful learning facilities compared to the
National Museum in Accra. It was also found that adult patronage

and use of the museun for learning purposes is not very emcouraging.
Indeed, most people are not avare of the programmes run by the museunm.
However, the greatest obstacle facing Museus Education Personnel in
undertaking their duty of educating the public on the role and the
functions of the miseun is finance since museum is 4 subvented

1ustitution.

In spite of these financial constraints, the study revealed
that museums pldy an important educational role since it is a

custodidn of cultural heritage, they are used for re

arch and other

learning purposes and efforts are made towards outreach programmes.
To belp the museuns attract a lot more of the visitors for the

use of the museuns for learning purposes, some relevant suggestions

have been given in the conclusion of the study.
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1.1 INTRODUCTION T0 THE STUDY:

Ghana Museuns and Monuments Board was established in the
country to inform and to educate the public about their rich
cultural heritage. However, African Museums are evidently
recent phenomena since the actual museun concept is of Western
origin. At the same time the museums are regarded as
auxiljairies to scholarship education and a source of documents
for research.

The museuns established by Ghana Museums and Monuments
Board are therefore custodiansof portable cultural, educational
and scientific treasures of mankind besides providing meaningful
leisure. These museuns do these through the traditional and

essential methods of collecting, preserving, studying and
displaying articles of museum value. These methods are applied
1in order to equip themselves with enough material evidence to
show its audience the past, the present and the future. The
evidence of the past is very necessary because the past is
1ikely to be an inspiration for future initiatives. These
museuns established in Ghana also stand to support the claim
that the Ghanaian had a culture before the coming of the

foreigners (Europeans). The museuns also provide a visual

teaching aid for Ghanaians to know what our forefathers could do.
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