
UN LIBRARY 
UN/SA COLLECTION 

UN INTERVIEW MAR 2 3 W94 
Pauline Frederick 
June 20, 1986 

Interviewer; Norman Ho 

Table pf Contents 

Armistice Agreements 6 
Article 99 13 
Aswan Dam 7 
Cease-fire, Arab/Israeli 6 
China 3,4 
Congo Operation 12,13 
Concerts i n General Assembly Hall 12 
Cordier, Andrew 9 
Dulles, John Foster 5,7,10 
Eisenhower, Dwight 4 
En-Lai, Chou 4,10 
de Gaulle, Charles 10 
Hungarian Cr i s i s 6 
Korea, unified Command 7,8 
Lie, Trygve 2,10,12 
Markings 10 
Meditation Room 11 
Middle East 6,8 
NBC Broadcast on Hammarskjold's Death 14,15 
Pearson, Lester 8 
Release of US Flyers 3,4 
Rhodesia 13 
Security Council 5,6 
Suez Crisis 6 
Tshombe, Moise 13 
UN Correspondents Association 3 
UNEF 6,8 
Uniting for Peace Resolution 7 

ONST 
DPI 
ORAL i 
HISTORY ' 
(02)/F852 I 
6/20/86 ; 

Cop.l | 



J UN LIBRARY 
Interview with Pauline F r e d e r i c k - A _ , _ 

WSA COLLECTION 
Conducted by Norman Ho, 

20 June, 1986 

HO; This i s the second interview for the United Nations O r a l H i s t o r y 

Programme to which you have generously contributed your time, memories and 

your abundant records of the Organization's a c t i v i t i e s and p e r s o n a l i t i e s from 

i t s very e a r l i e s t years. In our f i r s t interview you t o l d us about how you 

began your own career which served to open new career opportunities f o r other 

women i n network radio and t e l e v i s i o n . You also gave us a broad overview of 

the United Nations, as you had known i t so well, over i t s f i r s t three 

decades. Today we s h a l l focus our a t t e n t i o n on one i n d i v i d u a l , Dag 

Hammarskjold, the UN's second Secretary-General, who stands out on the s e r v i c e 

of the World Organization f o r which he u l t i m a t e l y gave h i s l i f e . You 

eventually came to know Dag Hammarskjold very w e l l , but can you remember when 

you f i r s t heard of him and how he came to be appointed the UN 

Secretary-General? 

FREDERICK: Thank you very much Norman, I didn't r e a l l y know him very w e l l , as 

a matter of f a c t , very few people did, even h i s c l o s e s t f r i e n d s . NeverthelesSj 

he was a unique p e r s o n a l i t y and came to be well known at the United Nations. 

Nc-Wjas to when I f i r s t heard the name Dag Hammarsk j o l d , that's d i f f i c u l t f o r 

me to r e c a l l , but I don't b e l i e v e that I heard i t at a l l u n t i l the name was 

mentioned i n connection with the Office of Secretary-General. And that, of 

course, was something that was p r e t t y unusual f o r everyone, anyone to lea r n 

about because he was not a well-known f i g u r e . He had been rather a quiet 

p e r s o n a l i t y i n the Foreign O f f i c e i n Sweden and . . . when h i s name surfaced 
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at the United Nations, i t was because i t was discovered that both the United 

States and the Soviet Union would agree to h i s being Secretary-General. 

Neither would oppose i t , and that was the primary f a c t o r i n f i n d i n g a man to 

hold t h i s important post. The f a c t that neither the United States nor the 

Soviet Union would oppose Dag Hammarskjold f o r t h i s important post meant that 

they assumed, as everybody e l s e d i d , that he would not make waves as 

Secretary-General Trygve L i e had done. In other words, he would not involve 

himself i n p o l i t i c a l issues that e i t h e r of them would be opposed to, and so as 

a consequence, there was not much controversy, not any as a matter of f a c t , 

when h i s name f surfaced^ : considering him for the post of 

Secretary-General, because most people assumed that from that time on, a f t e r 

Trygve L i e ' s experience, as a r e s u l t of the Korean War and si d i n g with the 

United States, that the next Secretary-General would not be so forward as to 

i n j e c t himself i n t o a major p o l i t i c a l issue, e s p e c i a l l y where the two Big 

Powers were on opposing s i d e s . 

HO; what were you ea r l y impressions of Dag Hammarskjold when he f i r s t came on 

the scene? 

FREDERICK; Norman, i t was very d i f f i c u l t to get a very strong impression of 

the man, because he was sort of a quiet, withdrawn-like p e r s o n a l i t y . He was 

d i f f i d e n t . . . and did not make an e f f o r t to place himself i n f r o n t . As a 

matter of f a c t , he sa i d when he f i r s t came to the United Nations, "In my new 

o f f i c i a l capacity, the p r i v a t e man should disappear and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c i v i l servant take h i s place." Dag Hammarskjold adhered to that creed during 

the e n t i r e time of h i s o f f i c i a l tenure -at the United Nations. He was 

always the p r i v a t e man, and never sought p u b l i c i t y or never sought to be i n 

the f o r e f r o n t when any major operation was underway. He was always the 
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p r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l from whom i t was d i f f i c u l t to get any kind of a news story, 

because he retained h i s own views very much of the time. 

HO; Later on, despite Hammarskjold's reputation f o r being somewhat shy and 

remote, how did you get to know him as well as you did? 

FREDERICK; I t was an unusual opportunity presented to me, wholly unexpected. 

I was e l e c t e d President of the United Nations Correspondents A s s o c i a t i o n . As 

such, t h i s gave me an opportunity to ask the f i r s t question at a news 

conference and close o f f the ;news conference very much as i s done at the White 

House press meetings. At the same time, I became the Pool Correspondent, so 

to speak, for any p u b l i c gatherings f o r which one reporter was allowed to be 

present but-no more. So, as a consequence, when such unusual occasions were 

held, such as the Secretary-General holding a black t i e , a white t i e . . . 

such as the Secretary-General having a formal dinner for a v i s i t i n g d i g n i t a r y , 

such as the President of State or a king, or other o f f i c i a l , I was the one 

correspondent who could be present. And as a consequence, other 

correspondents depended on me to give them a report on the s i t u a t i o n , and give 

them a report on the occasion. And, I was c o n s e q u e n t ^ looked to by a l l the 

members of the UN as the one representative of the press, and radio and 

t e l e v i s i o n who would be present at these gatherings. Consequently, t h i s 

opportunity gave me more of a chance to be present with Dag Hammarskjold than 

I would have had otherwise. 

HO; The new Secretary-General made himself famous e a r l y i n h i s f i r s t term, 

when he t r a v e l l e d to Peking, where he succeeded in negotiating the release of 

f i f t e e n United States f l y e r s imprisoned by the People's Republic of China 

which then, as you know, did not yet represent China i n the United Nations. 
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The s c r i p t s of your d a i l y coverage of t h i s major news story are s t i l l e x c i t i n g 

to read. Could you give us a b r i e f synopsis of what happened? 

FREDERICK; Much to the s u r p r i s e of most people at the United Nations, Dag 

Hammarskjold, soon a f t e r he came there, revealed that he was not going to be 

just an administrative o f f i c e r . He was going to involve himself i n some of 

the p o l i t i c a l issues of the day. And one of the most c o n t r o v e r s i a l , f o r the 

United States i n p a r t i c u l a r , was the representation of China. The Chinese had 

captured f i f t e e n American f l y e r s during the Korean War, and were holding them, 

and the United States f e l t that i t could not contact the Chinese, because i t 

did not have representation with them, so therefore, there was no negotiation 

between the United States and China f o r the release of the f l y e r s . F i n a l l y , 

President Eisenhower decided that the UN should do something about i t . I t was 

i n t e r e s t i n g , and on a number of occasions, that such a m i l i t a r y man should 

look to the United Nations f o r some kind of r e s o l u t i o n of some of the issues 

that were f a c i n g the world i n those days. Anyhow, President Eisenhower 

suggested,that"the UN do something about the s i t u a t i o n . The General Assembly 

adopted a r e s o l u t i o n c a l l i n g on the Secretary-General to do what he could to 

t r y to gain the release of the f l y e r s . And a f t e r a S e c u r i t y Council meeting, 

the Secretary-General announced, much to the su r p r i s e of many people, that he 

would go to China himself, personally, and t r y to t a l k to Chou En-Lai , then 

the Foreign M i n i s t e r , to gain release of the f l y e r s . 

I t ' s i n t e r e s t i n g , how small things can be of great importance. I'm 

thinking p a r t i c u l a r l y of the exchange of cables between Dag Hammarskjold and 

Chou En-Lai. The exchange meant to many people that, f i r s t of a l l , the United 

Nations recognized the People's Republic of China. And, the f a c t that Chou 

En-Lai cabled back, meant that the People's Republic of China recognized the 

United Nations. So, i n s p i t e of a l l the e f f o r t s of the United States to keep 
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the l i d clamped on any recognition of China, the cables had made p o s s i b l e t h i s 

minor r e c o g n i t i o n , which, of course, eventually became something more 

important. Dag Hammarskjold went to China, and had h i s conversations with 

Chou En-Lai, and Chou o f f e r e d , through Dag Hammarskjold, to permit the 

f a m i l i e s of the f l y e r s to come to China to v i s i t them. This meant to many 

people, the p o s s i b i l i t y that the f l y e r s might be released to t h e i r f a m i l i e s at 

that p a r t i c u l a r , t i m e . 

However, when the i n v i t a t i o n was d i s c l o s e d by Peking and the United 

Nations, the State Department immediately s a i d i t could not encourage 

Americans to go i n t o an area where normal p r o t e c t i o n of American passports 

could not be o f f e r e d . Of course, t h i s was the Dulles anti-Chinese, 

anti-communist p o l i c y . 

I t was not u n t i l May 1955 that the f i r s t four f l y e r s were released, and 

the f i n a l eleven were l e t go i n August. Thus, ended the f i r s t example of Dag 

Hammarskjold's successful quiet diplomacy. 

< • 

0 
HO: E a r l y i n the following year, 1956, Hammarskjold turned h i s attention to 

the long-standing problems of the Middle East, t r a v e l l i n g to the c a p i t a l s of 

the Member States involved, and c o n f e r r i n g personally with t h e i r top leaders, 

i n an e f f o r t to restore observation of the UN-negotiated Armistice Agreements 

between I s r a e l and her Arab neighbors, and to r e l i e v e tensions which had 

a r i s e n as a r e s u l t of v i o l a t i o n s of these agreements. By the end of A p r i l , 

his e f f o r t s to do t h i s were widely reported i n the media to be s u c c e s s f u l . 

Hammarskjold himself, however, was more guarded about the outcome of h i s 

e f f o r t s . What prompted Hammarskjold to undertake t h i s d i f f i c u l t diplomatic' 

mission i n the f i r s t place? 

FREDERICK: The S e c u r i t y Council was aware of the growing tension i n the 



Middle East, and since Hammarskjold had indicated that he had some success i n 

p r i v a t e diplomacy, because of the China question he had negotiated, i t was 

decided that Hammarskjold, the Secretary-General, should be asked by the 

Se c u r i t y Council to do what he could to t r y to ease some of the tension i n the 

Middle East. That meant, of course, t r y i n g to r e i n f o r c e the Armist i c e 

Agreements that had already been entered i n t o , and to stop the incursions back 

and f o r t h across the Armist i c e l i n e s . 

HO: on h i s return to UN Headquarters i n May, Hammarskjold submitted a report 

to the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . What did i t reveal about h i s mission as a whole? 

FREDERICK: The Secretary-General reported establishment of the c e a s e - f i r e 

between I s r a e l and i t s Arab neighbors, and some agreement f o r withdrawal of 

opposing forces from the tense borders, e r e c t i o n of b a r r i e r s on these 

demarcation l i n e s , and allowing the UN observers a f r e e r movement i n the area, 

and . . . e f f o r t s by l o c a l commanders to t r y to prevent the border clashes 

which had caused so much tension. The Secretary-General f r a n k l y admitted i n 

h i s report, that t h i s i s only a necessary f i r s t step, a l l these e f f o r t s he has 

ou t l i n e d . They do even attempt to deal with the complicated . . . unorderly 

i s s u e s . But he s a i d that i n the area, there i s a w i l l to peace, and i t i s up 

to I s r a e l and the Arab States to t r y to work out solutions to t h e i r problems 

without i n t e r f e r e n c e from the outside. 

HO: In any case, the Secretary-General's diplomatic e f f o r t s that spring of 

1956, i n the c a p i t a l s of the Middle East, would be overshadowed l a t e r i n the 

same year, by the Suez and the Hungarian C r i s e s . For Suez, the General 

Assembly authorized Hammarskjold, i n agreement with the Governments concerned, 

to set up the United Nations Emergency Force, known as UNEF. Can you explain 
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why t h i s Force i s considered to be the f i r s t genuine United Nations 
peace-keeping operation, as compared with, say, the U n i f i e d Command in Korea? 

FREDERICK: . . . Dag Hammarskjold*s b e l i e f that there was a w i l l to peace i n 

the Middle East was not exactly borne out in the . . . short time a f t e r that. 

I t was only i n J u l y that an angry President Nasser decided that he was going 

to take some a c t i o n of h i s own, because the United States, through Secretary 

of State D u l l e s , had refused to help him finance the Aswan Dam. This was h i s 

dreamed-of monument. So, Nasser decided, President Nasser of Egypt decided 

that i n r e t a l i a t i o n , he would" seize the Suez Canal, and that the t o l l s from 

the passing ships through the Canal would (sentence cut o f f ) . . . Thi s 

angered p a r t i c u l a r l y the B r i t i s h and the French, whose nationals had b u i l t the 

Canal, and whose nati o n a l s also had major f i n a n c i a l i n t e r e s t s in the Canal. 

The B r i t i s h and the French concentrated t h e i r m i l i t a r y forces on Cyprus , 

with presumably the thought of moving in t o Egypt, to take away the Suez Canal 

from Nasser. But before that, calmer counsels p r e v a i l e d . Secretary of State 

Dulles t r i e d to r e p a i r some of the damage by going to the Canal Users 

Conference i n London, t r y i n g to get them to calm down, but he didn't succeed^ 
When he came back to the United States, i t was decided to bring the matter 

before the UN Se c u r i t y Council, when i t was brought there, much to the shock 

of many nations . . . B r i t a i n and France vetoed any a c t i o n by the UN to 

intervene i n that p a r t i c u l a r c r i s i s . So at t h i s p o i n t , Yugoslavia, presumably 

a c t i n g with the approval of the United States, decided to invoke the U n i t i n g 

For Peace Resolution, which meant that an issue that was deadlocked i n the 

Se c u r i t y Council because of veto, could be ref e r r e d to the General Assembly. 

And that's how the Suez C r i s i s came to the General Assembly, and the question 

arose as to how to get United Nations Force i n there to enforce i t . 

In order to carry out t h i s Resolution, Dag Hammarskjold and Canadian 
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delegate Lester Pearson worked a l l night to set up what was to become the 

f i r s t United Nations Emergency Force, to enforce the e f f o r t s of the General 

Assembly to bring peace to the Middle East, to restore peace to the Middle 

East. This was a very d i f f e r e n t operation from the U n i f i e d Cammand that had 

been set up f o r Korea, because i n that case, i t was at the request of the 

United States and was operated by the United States. Whereas, t h i s was to be 

a wholly UN Force. I t was to be made up of m i l i t a r y representatives from 

nations which d i d not belong to e i t h e r of the two Big Power groups, in order 

to reduce as much as p o s s i b l e any p o l i t i c a l i n t r u s i o n i n t o the s i t u a t i o n . 

HO: Ten days l a t e r , on the evening of 14 November, 1956, Hammarskjold l e f t 

New York by a i r f o r Rome, en route to Egypt, to accompany one of the f i r s t 

UNEF contingents to go to Suez, from a staging area near Naples. I understand 

that you found y o u r s e l f i n a seat next to the Secretary-General on that f l i g h t 

to I t a l y . How d i d you manage that, and what di d the two of you talk about? 

FREDERICK: Well, I didn't immediately f i n d myself next, to,the 

Secretary-General, because he was i n the p o r t i o n where the berths were i n the 

back part of the plane, and I was forward. But there was a short period when 

he d i d come forward, and we t a l k e d . He expressed regret that he couldn't be 

more communicative than he ever had been any place else, i n c l u d i n g the United 

Nations. But, he s a i d that we should have a chance to t a l k a l i t t l e b i t , on 

the plane, and we did. We talked about things i n general, and about the f a c t 

that he was undertaking an unusual step i n launching UNEF in t o Egypt. . . . 

When we reached Rome, he was t r a n s f e r r e d to an I t a l i a n A i r Force plane to take 

him down to the staging area f o r UNEF at Naples, or just below Naples. And. 

there were many correspondents waiting, hoping to get aboard that plane. But, 

I had a f r i e n d who knew the Secretary-General q u i t e w e l l , and he came up and 
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asked me i f I'd l i k e to be on that plane, and I s a i d , "Oh yes, very much so." 

He sa i d , "Well come with me." So he scuttered around behind the plane so 

nobody would see us, and put me aboard. So I was on the plane with the 

Secretary-General from Rome to Naples. And we chatted a b i t then. He s a i d 

that that time, that he knew that i n g e t t i n g out in f r o n t , i t was p o s s i b l e 

that he would become a target. But he said , i f you don't attempt something, 

you never get anything done. And so, he was going ahead, regardless.. He t o l d 

me a l s o that he couldn't take me beyond the staging area at Naples because too 

many correspondents were waiting there to go across, and only the Swiss were 

making i t p o s s i b l e to transport the UNEF men in the white Swiss planes, and he 

couldn't p o s s i b l y take someone aboard who was not a member of UNEF. 

HO: A c t u a l l y , during the more than eight years Dag Hammarskjold was UN 

Secretary-General, you were one of the correspondents who came to know him 

best. You have written, broadcast and lectured about him so much over the 

years, that you came to be regarded by the general p u b l i c as an expert on Dag 

Hammarskjold. He was known to be deeply dedicated, i n t e l l e c t u a l l y b r i l l a n t , 

and completely honest. How do you remember Hammarskjold, the man, and how 

would you ch a r a c t e r i z e him? 

FREDERICK: The more I knew Dag Hammarskjold, and the more I saw him i n 

operation, and heard" what he thought and said , the more I became impressed by 

the f a c t that t h i s man was r e a l l y dedicated to what the United Nations was 

meant to be: a place f o r harmonizing actions to bring about r e s o l u t i o n of 

d i f f i c u l t i e s so there wouldn't be another war. As a consequence, I was very 

impressed with him. And, I was, one day, was t a l k i n g with h i s close advisor 

and f r i e n d , Andrew Cordier, who was then the Chef de Cabinet. And I asked 

Cordier what he thought of Dag Hammarskjold, and he said , " I t ' s i n t e r e s t i n g to 
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know that he came i n t o t h i s O f f i c e just a short time ago, and said to me . . . 

that the one thing that everyone who has written about him has missed, i s the 

f a c t that he i s a very r e l i g i o u s person. He has deep r e l i g i o u s roots." So 

form that time forward, I began looking i n t o t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y i n h i s w i r i t i n g s 

and his speeches, and I could f i n d i t , frequently, there. There was a great 

r e l i g i o u s s t r a i n through i t a l l . And of course, t h i s came out in h i s 

Markings, which was l e f t a f t e r h i s death. 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g that he was a man who believed i n f a i r n e s s to a l l 

p a r t i e s , and at one time or another, offended one of the B i g Powers, which 

were responsible f o r h i s being i n o f f i c e . For example, at the time of the 

. . . Chinese s i t u a t i o n , when he went to China to f r e e the f l y e r s , he brought 

back an i n v i t a t i o n from Chou En-Lai to have the f a m i l i e s come over to see 

t h e i r men, but John Foster Dulles refused to grant them passports f o r that 

p a r t i c u l a r purpose. Of course, he was on the outs, to a great extent, with 

Charles de Gaulle over A l g e r i a , to the extent that de Gaulle was the only 

major leader of a world Power not -ttt send condolences to the United Nations at 

the time of his death. 

And, of course, he was very much on the outs with the Soviet Union over 

the Congo and everything from that time on, to the point where the Soviet 

Union was doing i t s best to t r y to oust him, as they had succeeded i n ousting 

Trygve L i e . And of course, i n the case of B r i t a i n and France, both of them 

were annoyed with him f o r a time, c e r t a i n l y , because of the Suez c r i s i s . 

In t h i s connection, he was able to make an arrangement with President 

Nasser of Egypt to permit the UNEF Forces to be deployed on that side of the 

border, when, at that p a r t i c u l a r time, he was not able to get any agreement 

from the I s r a e l i s to permit the UNEF Forces to be deployed on the I s r a e l i 

side. 
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HO: I t was Hammarskjold who-had the Meditation Room created at UN 

Headquarters, i n the General Assembly B u i l d i n g . What was h i s motivation f o r 

doing so? 

FREDERICK: When you know something about the s p i r i t u a l i n t e r e s t s of Dag 

Hammarskjold, i t ' s not unusual to know that he was instrumental i n c r e a t i n g 

what he c a l l e d the Meditation Room. He said that "This House"—which he 

ref e r r e d to the UN frequently, he r e f e r r e d to the UN as " t h i s House"—"This 

House must have one room dedicated to s i l e n c e , i n the outward sense, and 

s t i l l n e s s , i n the inner sense." And to t h i s end, he created one very simple 

symbol; a block of i r o n ore i n the center of the room, with a s i n g l e l i g h t 

focused on i t . This l i g h t , s t r i k i n g on stone, shimmerimg l i k e ice a shaft of 

l i g h t from above, represented to him a meeting of the l i g h t of the sky, and of 

the Earth. I remember very d i s t i n c t l y one night, when I heard that he had 

been working most of the night, and about two o'clock i n the morning, he 

c a l l e d some of h i s aides i n , and they assumed that there had been some bad 

news from one of the f r o n t s where the United Naitons Emergency Forces were 

then located, but he sa i d , "I want to go down to the Meditation Room." And he 

took them down to the Meditation Room, and i t was about, as I sa i d , two 

o'clock i n the morning, and there he spent considerable time d i r e c t i n g the 

pa i n t e r s to put just the p r e c i s e coat of paint on the walls of that Meditation 

Room, so the l i g h t would be just as he wanted i t . So he had a very c l o s e 

f e e l i n g about the s p i r i t u a l . And he f e l t that i t should be the center of the 

United Nations. He had a s p e c i a l crew of painters working on the Meditation 

Room that evening. He s a i d , "we want to bring back, i n t h i s room, the 

s t i l l n e s s which we have l o s t i n our s t r e e t s , and in i n our conference rooms, 

and to bring i t back i n a s e t t i n g i n which no noise would impinge on our 

imagination. 
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HO: On a l i g h t e r note, Hammarskjold also held some p o s i t i v e views on the 

subject of holding concerts i n the h a l l s of the United Nations. Could you 

explain? 

FREDERICK: Yes. Dag Hammarskjold believed that i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding 

had to be dea l t on a much broader base than just p o l i t i c a l accord. I t needed 

mutual appr e c i a t i o n of the c u l t u r e s , the a r t , the l i t e r a t u r e and music of the 

world. As a consequence, he introduced concerts i n the General Assembly H a l l 

f o r s p e c i a l occasions. Concerts by the leading orchestras of the world, and 

the leading s o l o i s t s . And, he once t o l d me that when he decided to introduce 

concerts into the UN, someone sa i d . . . that Trygve L i e had remarked that 

t h i s was "profaning the parliament of man." Hammarskjold responded, I'm t o l d , 

that i f t h i s was profanity^ he was prepared to make the most of i t . 

HO: In I960, the United Nations embarked on i t s l a r g e s t peace-keeping 

operation, i n the former Belgian Congo, during the course of which Dag 

Hammarskjold was to lose h i s l i f e . You have already dealt i n part, i n our 

e a r l i e r interview, with the trouble between Hammarskjold and the USSR over the 

Congo Operation. Could you t e l l us i n b r i e f o u t l i n e , some of the events that 

led Hammarskjold to f l y to the Congo i n September 1961, and what happened as a 

re s u l t ? 

FREDERICK: To begin with, on the J u l y night i n 1960, when the Democratic 

National Convention was nominating John F. Kennedy as i t s p r e s i d e n t i a l 

candidate i n Los Angeles, the UN S e c u r i t y Council was meeting i n c r i s i s 
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session here i n New York. For the f i r s t time, a Secretary-General, Dag 

Hammarskjold, had invoked A r t i c l e Ninety-Nine of the UN Charter. This 

authorizes the Secretary-General to c a l l the Council's a t t e n t i o n to any matter 

he decides threatens i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace. Otherwise, of course, Council 

sessions are usually requested by Governments. Dag Hammarskjold had asked f o r 

UN m i l i t a r y assistance f o r the new Republic of the Congo, because Belgium had 

sent troops back i n t o i t s former A f r i c a n colony, and bloodshed was mounting. 

The p o l i t i c a l r o l l c a l l " i n Los Angeles was interrupted from time to time that 

night by the radio and t e l e v i s i o n networks, f o r reports on the Council 

proceedings. . . . Before dawn, the Secretary-General was authorized by the 

Council, to create the UN's l a r g e s t peace-keeping force, to be r e c r u i t e d from 

small nations outside the Cold-Warring camps of the Big Powers. This was 

l a r g e l y because of the f a c t that the B i g Powers were competing for i n f l u e n c e 

i n the Congo. The contingent e v e n t u a l l y — t h a t went to the Congo—numbered 

over twenty-three thousand men, cost three hundred and s i x t y m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , 

lasted three and a h a l f years, and Dag Hammarskjold was among the c a s u a l t i e s . 

The climax approached in t h e . f a l l of 1961, just before the meeting, of the 

General Assembly. Dag Hammarskjold decided to f l y back to the Congo, three 

days before the Assembly opened i n 1961, i n the hope that once more, he could 

persuade Tshombe, who was then holding on to the r i c h Katanga province of the 

Congo, to bring Katanga back in t o the Congo, and thus help to reunite the 

country. 

HO: The news of Hammarskjold's death i n Rhodesia began to reach New York in 

the e a r l y hours of Sunday, 17 September, 1961. what do you remember of that 

t e r r i b l e day? 

FREDERICK: That was two days before the opening of the General Assembly, and 
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NBC put on a s p e c i a l broadcast on t e l e v i s i o n that night, about the issues that 

were coming up i n the coming Assembly. As a matter of f a c t , I sa i d , i n that 

broadcast, that Dag Hammarskjold would be destroyed. I meant, of course, that 

he would not be permitted by the Soviet Union to have another, term of O f f i c e . 

But l i t t l e d i d I know that, probably, about that moment, h i s plane was being 

downed, whether by accident or by i n t e n t , i t ' s s t i l l not c l e a r . ' Nevertheless, 

the next morning, about s i x o'clock, I was c a l l e d by NBC to get to the UN 

because Dag Hammarskjold*s plane was missing. That morning, I was at the UN 

before Andy Cordier or many of the other UN people. And then came hours of 

waiting and waiting and waiting for some word, as to the plane, and as to the 

f a t e of Dag Hammarskjold. About noon, there was no longer any opportunity to 

wait, because the news came i n that he was dead. The plane had been . . . 

brought down. And then followed i n v e s t i g a t i o n s to determine how i t had 

been—how the accident had occured, whether i t was an accident, or by i n t e n t , 

and . . . nothing has ever been d e f i n i t e as f a r as the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s are 

concerned. 

(beginning of sentence cut o f f ) . . . as memorial ser v i c e s were held, 

and everyone was wondering what going to happen next, with Dag Hammarskjold 

gone. The atmosphere at the United Nations was very gloomy, as everyone 

wondered what was going to happen to the UN i t s e l f , with Dag Hammarskjold gone. 

HO: That Sunday evening, you wound up your f u l l day of broadcasting with an 

eloquent personal statement, obviously from the heart. I t i s a memorable b i t 

of t e l e v s i o n commentary and h i s t o r y , and I would be most g r a t e f u l i f you would 

f i r s t read i t f o r us, and then make any comments you might have, twenty-five 

years l a t e r . 

FREDERICK: (Reads) "Secretary-General Hammarskjold i s s a i d to have had one 
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regret about the Big Power C r i s i s . The Soviet Onion's break i n r e l a t i o n s with 

him had denied him any opportunity to do something. Hammarskjold i s a hostage 

of the Cold War. So i s the United Nations. This i s the time of year when 

delegates of ninety-nine nations pay l i p s e r v i c e to a g u i l t y conscience. In 

the midst of the greatest war preparation i n h i s t o r y , the annual pilgrimmage 

here i s under way, i n remembrance of a pledge once taken to save succeeding 

generations from the scourge of war. While rocket plants hum, and armies, 

navies and a i r forces play t h e i r games, men w i l l be going to the rostrum i n 

the Assembly H a l l below t h i s booth, to repeat the old c l i c h e s about ending-

man's inhumanity to man. But i t appears to be easier to b u i l d a rocket and 

explore space, than to explore the minds of men f o r the common ground on which 

to t r y to c u l t i v a t e understanding that might prevent the f i n a l i n c i n e r a t i o n . 

The United Nations i s only one idea; that the conference table should be 

substituted for the b a t t l e f i e l d . I t becomes r e a l i t y only i f the Members so 

choose. Instead, they have chosen to make i t banner under which to f i g h t Cold 

Wars, big and l i t t l e . Defeating a p o l i t i c a l enemy has been more important 

that defeating the common enemy: war. Saving face has i n t e r f e r e d with t r y i n g 

to save succeeding generations. Hammarskjold's greatest f a u l t i s h i s 

dedication to f i n d i n g the answer to what he believes i s man's greatest prayer, 

which asks not f o r v i c t o r y , but f o r peace. In a day when v i c t o r y i s s t i l l the 

g o a l , even though there can be no v i c t o r y , t h i s peacemaker w i l l be 

s a c r i f i c e d . And so w i l l the United Nations, on the a l t a r of m i l i t a r y might, 

u n t i l there i s acceptance by a l l that s a l v a t i o n i n the nuclear age l i e s on the 

conference table, not on the b a t t l e f i e l d ; that t h i s i s the f i r s t r esort of men 

of reason, not the l a s t , as i t now i s ; that in c o n c i l i a t i o n , mediation and 

a r b i t r a t i o n there i s common strength, not i n d i v i d u a l weakness. Perhaps the 

trouble with the united Nations i s that the people have deserted t h i s i d e a l , 

which i s too important to leave to the diplomats. The Charter i s a covenant 
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entered i n t o by peoples, not Governments. 

END OF INTERVIEW 


