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O PFP and UNC EDUCATION - WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY?

4 A well-educated population is a national asset. The imme-
) CONFERENCES diate post-independence Government must have known this
when it launched its compulsory fee-free educational pro-
gramme and a mass education campaign for the benefit of both
n COME' ALL WIDOWS young and old. The heavy pressure of these programmes on
the national budget over the years caused the Government
of the Second Republic to limit the scope of Government's
financial obligations by asking for other contributions in the
form of Students’ Loans Scheme, for example. The attempt

i
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EPIRORIAL: 255 o oia eee 1265 to make savings in education proved short-lived, for SMC I
not only abolished the Loans Scheme but indeed increased
ECONOMY .. ... .. ... 266 public expenditure byhmaé‘dng boarding feessin secondary
Polici schools a charge on the Government. From SMC I and II
fCOI:o%s;’r;iaEconomrc e through AFRC to the threshold of the Third Republic, there-
Status Quo, Gradualist and Shock fore, the position regarding educational expenditure on
Tre:nmen‘“ :f\pproaches el Government was as follows:
Special Correspondent Thiition e Tels
e s i 2] 3 ;
TO’{”CS 5 f Gh a 2 Board & Lodge — Secondary schools,
nvolvement o an . Training Colleges,
TrgdeBUrxonh_an’fress in Politics Wniversitics &
. B. Arthiaba
EDUCATION 275 Termly Book Allowance — Universities
Legon Lecturers Leave For Miscellaneous Allowances —Univers'tics
Greener Pastures
S. K. Otabil The Limann Administration has since the beginning of this
academic year declared that it will no longer provide subsidies
NOTEBOOK e e e WATT in respect of board for secondary schools because it cannot
f i ducati afford it. In his Sessional Address to Parliament on Tuesday
QVZ?:ZC‘SntEIrEL;‘:: it 28th October, the President provided the further explanation
that it is “*morally wrong™ to require parents whose own child-
EETTERS: © +.: . 279 ren attend day schools to contribute to the support of other
O Come All Ye Widows people’s children in boarding schools.
From Kumasi With Feelings We are not at all sure that a bland statement that the Govern-
e’”l‘:k Star Line ment cannot afford boarding costs is enough for a decision
alco L

which is bound to affect the careers of many young people.
If the Government wants public sympathy it has to demon-
strate that there are more urgent claims. The argument of

*‘morality” is as careless as it is absurd. We are all required to
MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS ... 281 contribute for the upkeep of prisoners although not all of us
Party Conferences have relations in the prisons. Indeed, whether or not we have

Electoral Commissioner and
the President.

(i) P.F.P. Conference relations is not the point at all. Is it in the overall national
By Our Correspondent interest to send people to prison and maintain them? If pri-
t)L (UINIE, Congress soners, why not secondary school children? Board and lodge

in the unive
If the universi

ities continue to be a charge on Government,

By Our Correspondent s, why not secondary schools?

IR EETARESEREIL. L .5 v o, 485
Lipstick Film Review

‘We are persuaded, however, that Government cannot con-
tinue to support education at the levels as it has done in the
past. There must be “cut-backs” on educational expenditure.
The question is: which areas should attract “‘cuts™? If the deci-
sion were ours, we would not apply any “cuts’ at all at the
FOR THE RECORD ... ... ... 286 primary and secondary sectors. On the contrary we would
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pump more money thither. We say this because we
are attracted to the view that the Government owes
the citizen not only education in the basic skills of
reading and writing but also such education as
would enable him to earn a living. We take this
opportunity to urge Government to seek more
expert advice from a National Commission on
Education, as suggested in the Note Book of this
volume. Such a Commission might even review
the recommendation for a fourth University in the
light of overall educational needs and costs to the
nation.

We cannot write on this subject without reference
to the existence of a special educational facility
enjoyed solely by the Northern and Upper Regions.
For the benefit of those who have just “tuned in,”
as it were, the facility is one which provides “gratis’
to students of the Northern and Upper Regions
tuition, board, lodge, books, and in some cases,
even clothing. The facility was introduced by the
CPP government to make up for educational defi-
ciences in the north. At that time the number of
people in the north who had had any level of educa-
tion at all could be counted on one’s finger-tips.
It took a long time for secondary level education
to arrive in the north, and when it did, it was for a
long time confined to one solitary place, the
Government Secondary School, at Tamale. It is
not easy to persuade people who have no school-
going tradition to pay school fees, the benefits not
being that obvious. The majority could not have
paid anyway from their subsistence farming. It
was a wise decision, indeed, to have introduced
entirely fee-free education in the north. Alongside
fee-free education, other special measures were
applied to get some northerners into the Adminis-
trative Seryice, for example. The intention behind
the special education programme as with the special
recruitment into the Administrative Service was to
make up for under-representation of the people of
the north in Government and Public Services.

All those special devices for the north were
appropriate in the context of the times and they
have yielded remarkable dividends, some would
say. Maybe the time has come to terminate the
facility ; maybe not. Two opposing views have been
contributed in the debate so far. Surely we cannot
proceed in either direction without taking stock
of what has been achieved thus far: what is the
proportion per population that has now received
education? What is the income per capita? Is there
enough momentum for the north to take off on its
own or would education receive a set-back if the
facility was withdrawn ? All these could be answered
if a National Commission on Education were set
up.
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CHOOSING ECONOMIC POLICIES FOR
GHANA: THE STATUS QUO, GRADUALIST
AND SHOCK TREATMENT APPROACHES

PART I

By
A Special Correspondent

Dr. Hahnemann, born in Saxony in 1755 and
buried in Paris in 1843, is taken to be the populari-
ser of the theory that, in order to cure an illness,
one must use medicines that can reproduce the
symptoms of that illness in a healthy organism.
He had noted in particular that quinine gave a
healthy man the fever for which it was the remedy;
that many of the medicines, massages and baths
needed by a patient suffering from Jumbago gave
lumbago to people without it.

Our economy is sick and ailing. One approach
to curing it is Dr. Hahnemann’s one of feeding
it with more of the same economic policies.
Another is to make an about-turn and attempt
new policies. In our choices, shall we be sophists
or scientists?

There is, in our recent history as well as in that
‘of other developing countries, much experience
with U-turns in economic policies. By U-turns, I
refer of course to far reaching and fundamental
changes in the climate and content of economic
policies. In our own past, the most recent examples
were observed in 1966-67, following the NLC
coup, and in 1972, following the NRC coup. U-
turns, when they take place, often do so after
/changes in governments. The recent experiences in
Britain and Turkey are obvious instances of this
phenomenon, although there are counter examples
such as the turn to socialism’ under Nkrumah in
1960-61.

The subject of this article is a difficult one. It is
toexplorethecase in favour of and to discuss the
limits to the possible in the arena of U-turns in
economic policies, in Ghana today. The funda-
mental premise, perhaps an obvious one, is that
economic policies have always to be tailored to
the institutional context they are meant for. As
such, although textbook solutions may be sug-
gestive, they cannot be definitive, and although
the experiences of other countries are instructive,
they cannot be sufficient. In the final analysis, |
there is no substitute for an informed analysis of

the actual economy for which policies are to be

designed.

A second premise is that I approach the problem
at hand from a meliorist not a radical perspective.
The attraction as well as the danger of a radical
approach is that possible objections to it melt
away in the cauldron of ideology. Modesty com-=
pels me to be ameliorative. I cannot pretend to
be capable of exploring any more than patches

at a time. In the debate between orthodox (i.6-
monetarist), structuralist and radical economists, »[
|
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my stance is the hybrid one of a ‘histor
turalist’ (i.c. a structuralist who js" willing to
learn from the lessons of history). To be historical
in this sense, it is necessary to be neither “in-
fected” nor “sterile”, but just “immunised” vis-a-
vis market policies. In particular, I make the argu-
ment thaf the time is ripe for a greater markei-
orientation in our econormy, in full recognition
of the implications of this for Ghana’s role in the
present international economic order. While I
recognise the limitations of an approach that

~ continues o lock us into this order, I can only see
us breaking away from it thiough a significant
reliance on efficiency and growth in the first in-
stance.

As the title of the article suggests, I do not
exclude the status quo as a possibility. Certainly
the PNP government has, over the past months,
not initiated any turn in economic policies, let
alone a U-turn. The 1979/80 budget was essentia-
lly a condnuation of restrictive policies initiated
in the 1978/79 budget, with a few other hastily
added, somewhat inconsistent, wrinkles. If was
most definitely in the vein of the governmeat's
other economic statements. These together lead
one to conclude, with little doubt, that the govern-
ment has so far been wedded o a status quo ap-
proach to economic policies. Certainly the supreme
vocal emphasis on ‘“better management” of all
organizations and the country generally, is testi-
mony to this bias. As we shall see, this may afler
all be very iational. Notwithstanding this, this
article asks: whai are the alfernatives ? have they
been analysed? can a case be made for a U-turn
in economic policies ? if so, what are the prospects
for gradualism in making a U-iuri, as opposed
to shock treatmert? and finally, if the real caoicz
is between the status quo and a somewnat unce
tain gradualisc approach wh is preferatl?
But many bridges must Fe crossed before I can
offer answers to these quastions.

The next section distinguishes between pure
market policies, a controlled - economy approach
and a hybrid market-oriented approach. Section
TII describes the institutional context and how
if constrains changes in economic policies. The
following three sections deal, sequentially, with
the economic policy options of shock treatment,
status quo and gradualism. Section VII summarizes
and interprets the international evidence on the
three options and their feasibility in our context.
And Section VIII concludes with tie view that
the time is ripe for a changed approach to economic
policies.

The Case for Market-Oriented Policies

To argue in detail the case for market-oriented
policies in Ghana is a task I can do little justice
to in a short section. Earlier discussions of this
subject may be found in ‘The Economic Conse-
quences of Rawlings’ (L.O., 16th November 1979)
and in ‘A New Economic Strategy for Ghana® (by
by T. Killick, L.O. Vol. XI, Nos. 8 and 9, May/
June 1979). Although I have differences with some
of the prescriptions offered by Killick. I have
little disagreement with his diagnosis.

lE.

Let me at the outset distinguish clearly be-
tween pure market policies (which I am not advo-
cating) and ‘market-oriented policies’ (which 1
advocate). The difference lies in my acceptance of
socio-political objectives and constrains that must
be protected while allowing the market to function
alongside these. In a nutshell, T subsciibe to the
conscious use of private interests for public
goals, to the extent compatible with protecting 2
minimum set of socio-political objectives. I arrive
at thispoint of departure not for ideological reasons
-I would not hesitate to express my own ideological
preferences as anti-market in nature. My reasons
for chooesing a market-orientation are simply that
Ghana has tried the anti-market route since 1961
(pernaps excluding 1967-71. although some would
contest this exception), and has achieved little
that is a of a sustainable nature. We have seen the
’promised land® and it does not work. It seems
fime to consider alternatives, and then to make
a new start.

It is only fair that [ pose myself the question:
is this one more false siart, thought through only
for the first two years or so, and likely to be aban-
doned when the riding gets rough? In paiticular,
what longer run model of growth and developmert
underlies such an approach. and similarly, what
kind of social class structure does if require for its
sustenance? These ars extremely difficult questions
to a I will answer them in a roundabout
fashion by first asking what would be implied
by pure market policies, and then suggesting that
market-oriented policies will result in economic and
social outcomes that are in between what we have
at present and the pure market ones.

With pure market policies, the underlying long-
run economic and social models are clear. Market
cfficiency considerations dominate, market profits
are the guiding criterion. Growth of GNP tends to
be high but'so does the dependence of the economy
on the present international division ef labor. Em-
ployment tends to be higher under a no-growth
case, but perhaps less than other alternatives. Re
lative income distribution either does not change
or worsens although the absolute levels of income
among the employed may increase. The social
basis for supporting such a system comes from
having a strong capitalist class which gives poli-
tical support to the government, and vice versa.
In short, the underlying socio-economic model
is a capitalist one tied into the international capi-
talist system and its division of labor This is of
course an oversimplified characterization. Coun-
tries that have followed this route include: Hong
Kong (which fits the characterization well); Korea
(which fits it less well in that it had the advantage
of a thorough land reform and of high laber skills

_before a change in strategy, reccived massive fore-

ign aid, and ironically is now being forced by the
advanced capitalist countiies mot to export too
vigorously): and Singapore (which seems to have
distrbuted a fair share of the benefits of growth
t=  her workers).

Our own control-dominated system has produced
a low-growth economy, still dependent on the
existing international division of labor, with a
highly unequal distribution of income and low
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absolute incomes for the working poor. Socially,
our cconomic system has spawned a class of ren-
tiers (parasites whose access to wealth and incomes
depends on their access to decision-makers, to,
licences, to quotas) who do not produce but get
rich at the expense of the productive elements in
the economy. There are other economies which
have adopted similar strategies: Zaire and Zambia
(both of which are buoyed, though hardly, by their
mineral incomes rather than other productive
activity); Tanzania (which, in spite of its ideology
of self-reliance is not carrying its economic weight
and continues to have 50 percent of its investment
financed from foreign sources): Jamaica (also
buoyed by its mineral wealth), and to some extent
India (which however is different from the others
because it has a large domestic'market and depends
less on the international economy).

The crucial question is: is there a middle way?
Is it possible to aim for a socially just economic
system in the future, and yet exploit some of the
advantages of the market approach? In principle
one can certainly see a way of doing so. It is to
have market-oriented policies, subject to a mini-
mum set of socio-political objectives and constra-
ints. This minimum set is, of course, not pre-de-
fined - the government has the tools (and I ex-
plicitly excluderepression) to forge a social con-
tract. This requires, as a starting point however,
that the government win the confidence of the
people, by deserving and courting it. In addition,
we must assimilate one more wide-ranging fact.
What is it?

It is the realization that the government has
many instruments for attempting to control eco-
nomic outcomes, and that, we have over-
extended some and neglected one of them. In a
few words, we have overused direct controls and not
used indirect coutrols. Indirect controls are defined
by their making public use of private interests.
Both direct and indirect controls call for important
roles for the state, but very different ones. In
direct controls, each decision is typically made
anew by a bureaucrat and this mode of control
endows the political and buseaucraftic elite with
tremendous power. It is this mode of control which
has given rise to a rentier class so deeply enmeshed
in our economic system. With indirect controls,
overall decisions are made by the bureaucratic and
political elite, but very infrequently, because they
utilise rigid qualifications and mechanical rules,
openly known to the public. Thus under direct
controls there are no open rules for import-license
allocations. An example of indirect controls would
be variable surcharges payable on different kinds
of import-licenses, with anyone free to purchase
any quantity he/sire wishes.

Another example of a direct control instrument
is the entire set of price controls that exist on most
commodities. For those commodities whose prices
must be kept low for social or political reasons,
direct controls are necessary, but the power of
decision-makers to be corrupt can be constrained
if the spirit of indirect controls is borrowed by
adopting some form of overt rationing.

In short, I see a need for all economic activities

to be divided into three groups: first, those whose
prices are entirely market determined;
second, those whose prices are indirectly and con-
sciously determined by the government imposing
variable taxes or subsidies on them (e.g. import
licences as in the above example); and third, those
whose prices are directly controlled, but whose
distribution is also overtly rationed according
to known rules.

The motivation for this tripartite division of
economic activities has to do with the important.
distribution between increased production on the
one hand, and better distribution of existing pro-
duction on the other hand. Very briefly, the
argument of the rest of this section is that a greater
market-orientation will foster increased production
in our stagnanteconomy,and induce a better dis-
tribution ofavailable supplies either through pure
price-rationing or overt quantity rationing.

A few words on the mode and rationale for
rationing are in order. We have some experience
with the rationing scheme for petrol, and although
its execution is not flawless, it was easy to launch
because vehicles are normally required to be re-
gistered. The problem with rationing in general
is that the registration exercise for households
is a difficult one. But it can be done. The best
known example is that of Sir Lanka, which recently
converted its general rice rationing program to
one that is meant only for lower income groups.
Also relatively successful have been the Indian
and Pakistani food rationing schemes. I would
imagine that the Government Statistician can
suggest how best we can achieve such a structure
in Ghana. In the first instance, it perhaps would
have to be urban in its coverage. Certainly the
Registration of Voters and the Population Census,
when undeitaken can be designed to aid
this process. i

Let us be clear on one thing: there will un-
doubtedly be leakages from the rationing system.
But a rationing scheme with some leakages is
preferable to unrealistic price controls. The main
problem with the present rationing method in
Ghana is that it is, in effect, a scheme of rationing
by shortages (and contacts), which means that the
distribution of goods has been largely arbitrary.
Rationing by price implies a distribuion of goods
by income-level and wealth. Rationing quantities
by income groups is clearly more cquitable and not
arbitrary. And unlike rationing by shortages, the
implications for smuggling are different. The in-
centive to smuggle rationed goods abroad will
exist if prices are below their market-levels. How-
ever, as long as leakages in the rationing system
are kept in check, even if smuggling takes place
the returns will go to the recipients of the rationed
goods (the lower-income groups) and not entrely
to the traders! In a distributional sense this is more
acceptablethan what happens presently. It is also
less likely to oceur unless the rationing scheme
provides luxuries - for otherwise, the recipients
are most likely to consume their rations than
to sell them to traders for onward smuggling.

Let us assume then that we have in place a
a rationing system for what we may call basic
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goods. The prices of basic goods are kept under
control for social and political reasons This means
that these prices are below market prices. This
implies that demand will exceed supply. or that
there will be shortages. To ensure that available
supplies are equitably disiributed, the rationing
system is used. What then are the problems with
such an arrangement, ifno other changes are made?
The answer is simple: rationing available supplies
takes care of part of the distribution problem, but
does not attack the production problem. Many
of our economic problems have arisen from the
failure of the production system to deliver the
goods.” What characteristics of the produc-
tion system are responsible for this poor perform-
ance. ?

The production system in Ghana is part subsis-
tence part public and part private. The subsistence
sector is by definition self-contained and is
unaffected by government policy (except that its
marketization may be discouraged if government
policy isnot conduciive to the the growth of private
economic actiyity). The public producﬂon system
consists of the state enterprises, government
departments and the civil service. This subsystem
has dominated economic activity in the years
since thie NRC coup, and some would argue, since

- 1961. Given the poverty of Ghana's growth, re-
cord, it is not unfair to lay some of the blame on
our over-extension of the role of the public sector.
Of course, the public sector has indispensable roles
to play in the process of economic development.
In addition to the usual functions of providing law
and order and public goods, three kinds of roles
come to mind: (i) the state’s role as enterpreneur,
(state enterprises); (ii) as controller/regulator
(import licensor, investment licensor, ete.); and
(i) as ealibrator (indirect control of privaie
activity through setting of taxes, import duties,
export subsidies, etc.). It is difficult to dispute
taxes, mport duties, export subsidies, etc.) It is
difficult to dispute the arguments that the
government has overexiended its role as controller
that it needs either to improve its role as entre-
entrepreneur or diminish it: and that it has under-
utilized its role as calibrator of the private
production system.

W The private production system comprises the
market-oriented activity of non -subsistence far-
mers, the self~employed (e.g. ailors, erc.),
private industrial eaterprises (small-scale and large)
and the pari-time private products (e.g. civil
servants who breed poultry for sale, or who
run taxis, etc.). Our remarks about the role of
the state easily translate, in reverse, to the private
sector': state’s overextension of its roleas cantroller
and under utilization of its role as calibrator
has reduced and prevented the growth of private
productiye activity. This has happened because
of price controls, which have kept the return on
private activity low, and controls and red-tape,
which have increased the costs of private activity.
Of course, to the extent that price controls do
not work, black markets flourish and private activi-
ty is not thwarted. (But this is often in socially
wrong lines of production). And to the extent

B
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that controls generate rents (surplus returns that
accrue to peopln who get access to the item in
short supply - typl(:dl), import licenses), private
activity shifts from production to rent-seeking.

To state the main argument of this section
again: there is a need to moye towards more mar-
ket-orienied policies without generating social
and political upheayal. The reason for this is now
clear: we have stifled private activity and must
now release it to the extent compatible with our
socio-political constraints.

What then are the answers to the two basic
questions raised earlier as they apply to this third
middle route in which a greater degree of market
orienfation and fewer controls are to be tried?
What is the underlying model of growth and ac-
cumulation? What social bases will foster and
sustain it? It is clear that I am bridging the gap
between the orthodox and the siructuralist
schools. The former has the capitalist class as its
driving force; the latter has the state and its poli-
ticians and bureaucrais. Although we lack a satis-
tisfactory theory of the state, it is clear that the
State is not necessarily a benevolent institution.
However, an alliance of the two groups (capita-
lists and bureaucrats-politicians) can fire the
engine of economic growth if market-oriented
policies are in place and if socio-political objectives
and constraints are kept This alliance
can previde the savi y and efforts
for growth, and an eg

cquitable process of growth
can easue if the political process works to keep
the state in check. The crucial question is: is there
a way to avoid a polarisation between the capi-
talist and political classes on the one hand, and
and the rest of society on the other?

The most important requirement for the success
of such a development strategy is a politically con-
scious people. If the _post- 1972 period has brou-
ght us much economic sufferi it has also brou-
-gm about a high degree of political maturity
among Glmnaiuns. Eyven Rawlings, who epitomised
populism, talked of fair returns to fair efforts.
And * of course his clamour for equity in
consumption and for the political awakening of
the people will not be easily forgotten.

In addition there is the need for an econom
measure, namely a  far-reaching  expenditu
tax which will tax all purchases
non - basic consumption goods
all saving/investment in non- producme S
(\uu,h as housmv), but exempt all saving/iny emnem
in productive or financial assets. This will, of
course, not prevent great inequalities of wealth
over time. But it will dncoumnc great |mquqhw\
of consumption, and encour investments in-
stead. If it is possible to add on a workable in-
heritance and gift tax, then even intergenerational
transfers of wealth can be smoothed out some-
what.

To summarise the argument of this sec 2
one may distinguish between the pure capitalist
market approach, the controlled economy approa-
ch and market-oriented hybrid of the two: the
market-oriented apprmgh offers a way of
of attaining the benefits of the market while meet-
ing socio- poll(lcal objectives through a selective
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state; the state’s selective role must
greater use of indirect controls and
use of direct controls; in some cases,
ntrols will need to be buffered by an overt
scheme, which despite potential leakages
able to rationing by shortages and con-
h the exception of a small set of economic
es directly or indirectly controlled by the
ment, all others should be market deter-
‘except where collusion is a danger. In con-
st to the socio-economic basis of the market
roach (which relies on a profit-motivated capi-
elass) and the highly controlled-economy

ruptible bureacucracy and a similar political
, the market-oriented approach rests on an
um of the two. The case for such an approach
na is strong because of the aroused political
seiousness of the people, which oughtto constrain
aviour of the political and bureaucratic elite.
reinforee this, it is necessary to institute a
jve expenditure tax and an inheritance and

t too much of the above analysis has been

out in an institutional vacuum. What does
institutional context imply for the choice of
omic policies?

The Institutional Context for Economic Policy
= making

The word ‘institutions’ unless clearly definied,
8 perhaps one of the finest examples of social
ence jargon. By institutions [ mean two: things:
siructural features of economy: in particular,
& distribution of economic resources, and hence
‘wealth and income, and in addition, the en-
ched elements of the economic policy frame-
such as price controls, import licenscs, etc.,
se any furns in economic policies will affect
ill be affected by these structures; (ii) struc-
features of the polity, i.e. the distribution
jcal power; this is important because turns
omic policies always harm some groups
athers, and the success of turns in economic
\depends on the potential responses of the
fected.
two structures are deeply enmeshed in
ther but not entirely so. Thus, in many
economic power begets political influence
litical power translates, albeit in an under-
bd fashion, into economic influence. How-
pe arg exceplions: the power of religioqs
tions is neither economic nor political in
instance ; and the same is true of an army
rracks, and of the media generally.
may we say about the economic and poli-
titutions in Ghana, as they relate to eco-
_policy making for the 1980s, given our
that the Ghana cconomy must now be
away from an over-abundance of controls
» market-oriented policies. (This is
for laisser-faire. It is a recognition
s of the possible in our context.) Gran-
ise what may we say about .the
| by our economic and political

(e TR "N

Much of the following description is conjectural
in that it is based on casual empiricism rather than
hard data. But it is a start, and is preferable to the
naivete underlying some other analysis. The Ghana-
ian economic structure is best sliced along urban-
rural lines. Within each of these sectors, there
seem to be socio-economic classes. The urban
classes are much more easily discerned: at the
top are the elite, comprising the politicians,
senior civil servants, managers and the big busi-
nessmen. They comprise perhaps 4 percent of the
urban population. The urban middle class com-
prises about 12 percent of the urban population
and consist of middle level managers and civil
servants, most of the professionals, and middle-
level businessmen and the business-women. The
working class comprises all other employed persons
petty traders and the unemployed. The rural sec-
tor is much less — the distribution of wealth (and
income) is much less uneven - but there is an
upper class comprising absentee landlords and
large-scale farmers and a lower class of medium
and small farmers. There is little evidence that
landless labor is a phenomenon of any significance
in Ghana.

Tt is difficult, and perhaps unecessary, (0 ana-
lytically merge these sectors It is sufficient to
note that they are linked and that economic con-

fiic d/o liances could, under the right cir-
cum . build up along these links. In order
to set the stage for a choice of policies, it is useful

to ask, as a mental experiment, what changes
would pure market policies (as opposed to impure
market-oricnted ones) imply for these classes
Pure market policies would lead to the following
changes: (i) an increase in the official prices of
most products - including , in particular, cocoa
and food: (ii) lower real wages and ‘salaries, higher
profits, and an elimination of all “‘rents™ (income
based on access to licenses, quotas, contacts);
(iii) higher interest rates; (iv) a higher cedi cost of
foreign exchange. Who would the beneficiaries
be, and who would lose? Tdentifying these, and
then following their consequences through the
structure of political institutions is indispen-
sable to the process of choosing economic policies.

In the urban secior, all salaried persons and
wage-earners would lose, as would the unemployed,
because prices would rise. The farmers would gain.
Businessmen will tend to gain or break even, al-
though there are likely to be losers heie too, to
the extent thatthe closing of the gap between
official and market price squeezes out unnece-
ssary middlemen (as during the Rawlings period).
Also the devaluation would take away the rents
(or super-profits) that were accruing to importers,
in particular traders as well as producers using
imported inputs. Users of domestic raw materials
would benefit from the scarcity rents of such
materials, and exporters would benefit from the
higher incentive-prices for exports.

In short. pure market-policies would benefit the
rural scetor (cocoa and food farmers); and, in
urban sector, would benefit the exporters and
users of domestic inputs (including small-scale
enterprises). The losers would be the salaried and
the wage earners and the unemployed - a group
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that clearly slices through all three urban classes.
The liigher interest rates would benefit high savers
—the relatively rich in both urban and rural sec-
tors - and penalise the investors - also in both sec-
tors. In spite of this, we would expect more invest-
ment in productive activities than in distributive
ones, and this would, in the medium run, increase
employment. Investment will be encouraged by the
removal of price-controls. In short, to a large
extent, the rural sector benefits at the expense
of the urban. since the rural sector has about
75%, of the population, why doesn’t this hap-
pen?

The answer, of course, lies in the structure of
political power. Political power residesin the first in-
stance with the politicians. But they are as much
leaders as followers. Equally important is the poli-
tical power that resides with: students (public
opinion); the wunions, professionals and other
workers (strikes and public opinion): the market
women (hoarding and public opinion); the chu-
rches (public opinion); and the media (public
opmion). What is characteristic of these loci
of power is that they are all largely urban. The
rural sector is not unknown to have demonstrated
its power - -witness the cocoa hold-ups of the
1930s. But that was against a foreign government.
Historically, the bases of revolt against domestic
elites have largely been absent among the rural
folk.

Given this configuration of msmunom, it is
not difficult to see why economic policies in Ghana
have been characteristically urban-biased, even
during the Nkrumah (socialist) period. The 1971
Budget was an attempt at turning the tables.
But it was not convincing. Many urban residents
favoured the National Development Levy and
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its aim of rural development, but objected to its
not being progressive, and to the apparent high
living of the urban elite, in particular, of the
leadershlp And although the 1971 Railway Wor-
Kers strike was called off within days, the
Acheampong coup was soon to follow.

What are the

market-oriented policies, let alone pure market
ones, cannot be pursued unless care is taken to
court and win over the urban political power that
is almost certain to be exercised in response to
them. The Latin American option of ‘technocrats
backed by tanks’ is fortunately notin the cards:

under a civilian government technocrats are grace-
fully handicapped - they must work with Velvet
gloves, lest they cause chaos. There is only one
way out. Any sacrifices implied by changes in eco-
nomic policies have to be seen to be shared by all
classes.

But I am getting ahead in my story. Faced with
an economic scenario such as ours the traditional
economist’s usual advice is to usher pure market
policies in one fell swoop. Why is such shock
treatment so often advocated for developing
countries contemplating economic policy U-turns ?
And does the argument make sense?

Shock Treatment: Political Naivete, Errone-
ous Models and False Expectations

The preceding discussion Is perhaps sufficient
to infer that shock-treatment to the Ghanaian
economy is tantamount to politicalnaivete.
There are examples from our own experience to
buttress this inference. Thus, the 1971 devalua-
tion led, in a fortnight, to a coup. The response
of the railway workers’ wunion to the
1961 and 1971 budgets which improved
the Compulsory Savings Scheme and
the National Development Levy, respectively,
are also suggestive of the political limits to econo-
mic policies. There is however one qualification
to be made here. This relates to the notion of
shared sacrifices. Given some degree of aware-
ness on the part of the working class regarding
the urban class structure, it is not surprising
that their reaction to partisan shifts in economic
policies has been extreme. Shock treatment if it
can work under a civilian regime must not be
partisan - i.e. the shock must not be directed
primarily at the low income classes, but rather
across all classes.

These arguments are valid, but only up to a
point. They make the case for a strong initial
shift that transmits the signal that a change has
been made, combined with a gradual shifting over
time to complete the process. Thus, if the aim
is to remove all price controls, this should not
be done over-night; rather, controls should be
removed from say 25 percent of all commodities
(carefully chosen), with the others being removed
gradually. The argument that shock treatment
is preferable to gradualism in view of the political
difficulties likely to arise if there is a long time
period during which adjustment is taking place
with few visible signs of success, emphasizes the

N

implications of these institu-
ationl constraints? They simply imply that even
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benefits of the former and neglects its costs
Shock treatment is often more likely to lead to
a change of government, and to a total reversion
of policies. Instead of the hoped-for U-turn in
policies, policies will soon reverse themselves,
continuing after a change in government, as before
the attempted change!

To summarise then, the argument that shock
treatment is the best political approach for steer-
ing the economy in a U-turn is not water-tight:
political naivete and erroneous models
belie its prudence, and rigid expectations are not
strong enough an argument. Gradualism, following
on a significant but not overwhelming change of
signals seems a far preferable option. But before

Politics

THE INVOLVEMENT OF T

GHANA
TRADES UNION CONGRESS IN POLITICS

By
P. B. Arthiabah

“No man undertakes a trade he has not
learned, even the meanest; yet everyone
thinks himself sufficiently qualified for the
hardest of all trades - that of government.”

Socrates.

The continued participation of trade unions in
political activity depends upon the goals set for
themselves; their ability to realise those goals or
their inability to do so. But in the main, their poli-
tical objectives are socialist in outlook and content
because union members belong to a cla
earning people, the proletariat. Generally, trade
unions led by ‘labour aristocrats’ have little to do
witli political activity let alone with the formation
of a political party. Although the inierests of work-
ing people the world over are basically the same,
namely, decent standards of living, including good
education for themselves and their children and
the recognition by the government of the impor-
tance of their role in society. Some like political
action, others show disdain for political participa-
tion, still others wish to steer a middle course. Such
union political stances are taken by western-
oriented trade unions. In the socialist states the
political stand of the workers is never in question.
Tie workers' organisations have very strong links
with the Communist Parties: in fact, they are
integral wings of the parties.

Trade Unions and Politics

As organisations and institutions, trade unions
follow several political paths. At one extreme, they
may repudiate the existing political system and
seek some radical reconstruction of society by revo-
lutionary means; such as the trade union move-
ments of Ghana and Guinea did under Dr. Kwame
Nkrumah who fired the imagination of the people

with “we prefer selfgovernment with danger to
servitude in tranqmlhy : and Sekou Toure who
echoed “we prefer poverty in liberty to riches in
slavery”. Short of revolutionary means, unions
may accept the existing political framework but
work acu\'ely to promote a labour party committed
to sweeping social and economic reforms. Finally,

unions may minimise political action and concen- )

trate on such actions as stsikes and negotiaiions
to win greater benefits for thei: members. The
latter strategy cannot rule out political activity
entirely because “‘who gets what, when, how” is a
political issue, but it does imply that unions will
limit this activity to lobbying for legislative goals
and suppoiting sympathetic candidates put forward
ting political parties. Of the sevi eral poli-
tical paths open to the Ghana Trades Union Con-
gress (TUC), why did it decide to co-sponsor a
political party, that is, to take to direct political
action, when political activities resumed in Ghana
at the beginning of 1979, after seven years of mili-
tary tule. The answer to this question, according
to the TUC, dates back from the era of the Conven-
tion People’s Party (CPP) -egime. It was felt among
some of the union leaders and members that the
marriage between the CPP and the TUC was a
sell-out for the TUC because it thwarted the inde-
pendence of the trade union movement; the TUC
became the political wing of the CPP consequent
upon the co-operation which existed between them
during the siruggle for the independence of Ghana.
Prior to the reiurn to civilian rule in October, 1969
after the first three-year military rule when the PP
assumed office, the TUC resolved at an Extraordi-
nary Congress in June 1969 in Kumasi that it would
not involve itself in party politics. Notwithsianding
this decision, the TUC was dissolved in September,
1971 when it came into confrontation with the PP
regime over certain demands, including an increase
in the minimum w age from 75p to 1.50 and a rejec-
tion of the National Development Levy imposed
on workers by the regime. In the light of this expe-
rience, the TUC resolved at its Second Quadrennial
Congress September, 1978 at Winneba that at
the appropriate fime it would take steps to direct
political action. This political initiative resulted in
the co-sponsoring of the Social Democratic Front
(SDF).

Tt is fallacious to maintain that the trade union
movement lost a great deal under the CPP regime
and thus the loss provided a reason for direct poli-
tical action; it is however proper for workers to
belong to political parties or form one of their own
choice provided that they are taught the business
of government. Under the CPP regime the trade
union movement won recognition and secured its
present structure through legislation: the Industrial
Relations Act, 1958 subsequently amended as the
Industrial Relations Act, 1965: achieved dues
check-off; appointed paid full-time personnel to
deal with its administrative, financial and organi-
sational functions: achieved increased union mem-
bership; achieved systematic, permanent collective
bargaining: etc. These gains have since then been
consolidated. The total membership of unionised
workers was about, 500,000 in 1964-65. Since then
there have been fluctuations in union membership.
It should be recalled that when the PP regime




Page 274

THE LEGON OBSERVER

Bo:

30th October, 1980

sought to control the TUC, it did so by decentra-
lising the structute of the TUC by means of the
Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act, 1971. On
assumption of office in January, 1972, the National
Redemption Council repealed the Industrial Rela-
tions (Amendment) Act, 1971 with the result that
the Industrial Relations Act, 1965 has continued
to be in force, leaving the structure of the TUC
virtually intact.

Is it wrong or improper for the TUC to co-spon-
sor a political party, if it is granted that the achieve-
ments of the TUC during the CPP government were
perceived by the leaders as satisfactory?.

Diversity In Political Inclinations

From the examination of the types of political
action open to trade unions, one could easily con-
clude that it is proper for the TUC to co-sponsor
the S.D.F. This writer is of the view that it is proper
but it is inopportune because there are many
reasons for the diversity and disunity in the poli-
tical activities of the TUC. First, the union leaders
differ, in a large measure, in their political philoso-
phies. A few are socialist-oriented, others are na-
tionalists, some are petty-bourgeois, but most are
ideologically neutral. This diversity in political
inclinations is not confined to the union leaders
alone but characterise the beliefs of the rank and
file members. To fuse all these political inclinations
into one 1deolog10al position demands persustent
political education in several forms, such as agita-
tion, propaganda, protests, including everything
which moves people into action, or which creates
disruption, controversy and chaos. This type of ed-
ucation is dismally lacking among Ghanaian wor-
kers, an obstacle in mobilising the trade union move-
ment for political action.

Secondly, these is the question of political party
affiliations of union leadess and members alike,
and their own personal ambitions. This has to be
seitled in the course of political education. Thirdly,
some unions are affected much more than others
by legislation and other government policies. A
case in point is that wheseas employees of the pri-
vate sector and of the public boards and coipora-
tions have been enjoying the benefits of collective
bargaining agreements for a long time, the em-
ployees of the Ghana Civil Service are just about
to benefit from collective bargaining agreements.
As a result of improper planning and lack of fore-
sight, the political stance of the trade union move-
ment became a confusing mixture of acitivity and
imertia, endorsement and counter-endorsement,
and lobbying and counter-lobbying that defies any
precise  generalisation.

Shouting Socialist Slogans

Everything was wrong with the TUC’s political
initiative of co-sponsoring the SDF at the time it
did, for it had all the resources for taking the lead
in orgamsmo a pelitical party but it failed to do so.
Experience in this country with the trade union
movement has shown that the organisation has
performed better under military regimes than under
civilian governments, in terms of winning conces-

sions. The main reason is that it is one of the best
organised permanent bodies in the Ghanaian

society that appeals to, and articulates the demands

of, a large number of people. As a result of the
loose co-operation that usually exists between the
trade unions and military governments, the union
movement enjoys a considerable degree of auto-
nomy and direct power. It is this degree of autono-
my that should have been fully exploited by the
trade union movement to lay the political founda-
tion that would be needed for future political
action. It should have occurred to the leadership
that a stitch in time saves nine.

Given the experience of the trade union move-
mentin the CPP and the PP eras and itshigh degree
of autonomy under the military, the leaders should:
have been in a better position to decide what kind
of effective political action to take. At the time
when intensive political education of the rank and
file should have engaged the attention of the TUC,
it was engaged in shouting socialist rhetorics, for-
getting that time and tide wait for no man.

It was understood 1n some circles that the poli-
tical action of the trade union movement would be
unsuceessful except to the extent that it would pre-
vent the emergence of the old alliance between the
CPP and workers. The manifesto of the SDF, which
was basically not different from those of the parties
with left leanings, had the achievement of a socia-
list state of Ghana as its ultimate goal. The post-
ponement of the achievement of socialism to a
future dateis in the best interest of the older genera-
tion of the party, some of whom are skeptical about
socialism. In the ead, the SDF won only three
Parliamentary seats out of the 140 in the General
and Presidential Elections held on [8th June, 1979.
The three seats were won in the Northern Region
as a result of the personal standing of the party’s
Presidential candidate in that region.

Old Affliations At Play

The fact that the SDF was unable to win seats
in the unionised worker-concentrated constituen-
cies such as Accra, Tema, Sekondi-Takoradi,
Tarkwa and Obuasi shows that in party politics
the workers have not yet forsaken their party affilia-
tions although in trade unionism their solidarity
with their organisation can be proved. It is this
exhibition of the Ghanaian workers™ solidarity
with their organisation that has given the false
impression that a party of their organisation would
receive total support. Nonetheless, if the appro-
priate institutional and organisational foundations
had been solidly laid priot to the re-emergence of
the political parties, the labour party weuld mot
certainly have won #he elections, but would surely
have won more seats to make it a political power
to reckon with.

What are or would be the consequences of direct
political action of the TUC in the present political
and socio-economic setting in the country? The
consequences of the TUC's direct political action
which may make or mar the organisation are many,
some of which are hereby detailed. The first move,
which has not been well received by the TUC, was
made at the Constituent Assembly when, delibera-
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ting on the Draft Constitution for the Third Repu-
blic, it adopted a provision for the exclusion of
the TUC from being represented on the Press Com-
mission on the grounds that the TUC would no
longer be regarded as an independent organisation
having regard to its open link with a political party.
The second move, also made at the Constituent
Assembly. is the inclusion, of course, not for a bad
cause, in the basic law of Ghana of the freedom of
assembly and association provision which enco-
rages individuals to assemble and associate freely
“with other persons and in particular to form or
belong to trade unions or other associations™ for
the protection of their interests. Although this
provision is not in contravention of the Industrial
Relations Act, 1965, it gives room for the forma-
tion of splinter unions or splinter national trade
union centres. Thirdly, the officials, officers and
members of the trade unions, who are supporters
of the SDF, may, implicity or explicitly, encourage
industrial action with a view to discrediting the
administration of the party in power. Finally, as a
corollary of the third-consequence, trade unionists
who are supporters of the PNP would be less enthii-
siastic about the demands of the rank and file and,
in consequence, play down their genuine and legi-
timate grievances, thus causing frustration leading
to despondency among the TUC rank and file.

Some Consequences of Direct Political Action

It must be stressed here that trade unions are
strong, but they are neither invincible nor omnipo-
tent. And it is well that they are not so, for whatever
wisdom they have shown has been due to the need
to appeal to a wider public whose support they
need. Prior to and since the assumption of office
of the PNP government in September, 1979 there
has been a spate of strikes caused partly by the
harsh economic conditions in the couniry and
partly by the exhibition of resentment towards the
leadership of the trade unions. Most local union
leaders resent the national leaders because they
believe they are not promoting their interests.

It is good for the leadership and not for the mein”
bership that the TUC at this time has a low profile.
If it should agitate as it has done before, the con-
sequences might be disastrous. The organisation
can no longer articulate the feelings of the member-
ship because this may lead to splits in the ranks of
the TUC. For example, in the past, it was able to
issue out protests in response to gove nment poli-
cies whicli workess perceived as inimnical to their
interests. Today, it hasn't the courage to do so for
fear of reprisals from the goverament. This is
understood by the union leadesship to mean co-
operation with the authorities whilst it is under-
stood by the rank and file to mean incompetent
performance. All this is happening because of the
organisation’s direct involvement in politics.

After the union movement’s alliance with the
CPP government in the First Republic, its non-
involvement in party politics during the PP govern-
ment in the Second Republic, and its direct political
action in co-sponsoring a party in the Third Repu-
blic with little success initially, one may ask what
will the organisation do next ? Three political direc-

tions have been taken in the trade union movement
in its quest for the best way to serve its members
and the larger community. The lessons learnt in
these three situations will be a guide to subsequent
political action. However, what is to be done is for
the SDF to be well organised so that it can with-
stand the stormy political weathe:s ahead in its
struggle to bring under its canopy all shades of
leftist opinion, and to achieve ultimately the goal
of the 1979 SDF Manifesto: the Socialist State of
Ghana.

Education

LEGON LECTURERS LEAVE FOR GREENER
PASTURES

By
S. K. Otabil

The premier University of Ghana, Legon, faces
an imminent closuse in the future or at best, a
reduction in status to that of an advanced second
rate univessity, if the cucent raie at which it is
losing ivs academic swafl is not halted immediately.
Already tihe difficulty the authorities encounter
in reccuiting lecturers has put a question mark on
its long standing reputation as a University of
international standing.

One lecturer described the brain drain from the
University as “"a real exodus of lecturers indeed.”
Anothes put it frankly : ble race of
lecturers for their mea The Vice-
Chancellor of the University, Prof. Adzei Bek oe,
in his address at a recent graduation ceremony
dubbed the phenomenon as ° a cascade’. From
whatever angle one looks at it, the inescapable
fact still remains that the past ‘three years have
seen the University losing its lecturers and research
fellows with disturbi requency. And the pro-
blem certainly deserves the attention of all and
sundry.

Unprecedent Exodus

The seeming unprecedented stampede of lec-
turers ouf of the Univresity began in late 1977
following the confrontation between the University
community and the then Head of State, the late
Mr. I. K. Acheampong: Between November 1977
and November 1978, the University lost 45 full
time lecturers through resignation of appointment
and vacation of posts alone. The addition of staff
lost in the period through sabbatical leave, leave
of absence, study leave and resignation of research
fellows pushes the number up to 114. In the last
academic year, 1978/79, the University lost 88
Senior members while it could recruit only 47
for the period. And between January, 1 and I8
this year, the University has lost 9 lecturers while
it has been able to employ only 6. a net loss of 3
senior members
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According to the Appointments Board, up to
50°] of prospective lecturers offered appointments
in the past four years have failed to report for duty,
and such people have failed to give any reasons

But it requires no stretch of the imagination to
guess the destination of the lecturers leaving the
University. Many have branched to various local
areas especially politics and business where pro-
spects are better. The current ruling People’s Na-
tlonal Party, led by-President Hilla Limann, has
Jured no less than six eminent lecturers into poli-
litics. Dr Isaac Chinebua, formerly Dean of Arts,
is now Minister of Foreign Affairs, while Dr. J. S.
Nabila, formerly of Geography Department, is
is now Minister of Information, Presidential Aff-
airs and Special Duties. Dr. Ekow Daniels, formerly
Dean of the Law Faculty, is now the Interior Mini-
ster while Dr. K. G. Erbynn. formerly the only
lecturer of econometrics at the Economics Depm‘t-
ment with a doctorate dL:‘;A@C is now one of the
three members of the committee managing the
affairs of the dissolved Cocoa Marketing Board.
Di. George Benneh and Dr. E. K. Andah, formerly
of the Geography and Agriculture Departments
respectively are now Cabinet Ministers. Finally,
Dr. Jones Ofori Atta, former Dean of Social Scie-
nces, is now a full time parliamentarian.

Why The Exodus?

It is also well known that many of the former
lecturers of the School of Administration are now
well-paid employees of the various banks and busi-
ness consultancies. But that does not end the story.
Many lecturers have found their way back to the
advanced countries where they obtained their Ph.
Ds and other qualifications. Most significantly,
however, it is reliably learn? that many of the lec-
turers have left for the nearby sister West African
countries, espceially Nigeria. The obyious and
pertinent question that comes to the mind of any
concerned person is why this unusual exodus. The
causes are not far to seek. They consist essentially
of certain distasterful working conditions in the
University that tend to PUSH the lecturers away
on one hand, and betic: se:vice conditions outside
the University and the country as a \vhole that
PULL the lecturers away on the other. Ato
K. Ahwoi, a writer in the Legon Obse\'\u‘ of
November 30 - December 13, 1979 issue, attempted
an analysis of the local “pull’ ’ factors when he com-
pared the lot of the senior lecturer with that of a
Managing Director in the public sector who
possesses bdslc&lly the same qualification and work-
ing experience. According to the writer, while a
Senior Lecturer in the University receives a basic
salary plus statutory entitlements of around
11,250 and an annual rented house allowance of
@4,200, the managing director receives a basic
salary plus statutory entitlements of 18,375 and
a tented house allowance of €18.000. Over and
above this the Managing Director is entitled to a
chain of fringe benefits ranging from the use of
official cars, entertainment allowance, duty allo-
wance, utilities and telephone allowances as well
as a whole array of household Lelpers like a driver,
two watchmen, a garden boy, a cook and a house-
boy, all paid by the government. Perhaps the ‘push’

“actors forcing lecturers out of the University wera
picturesquely explamed by Professor G. K. Folson,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ghana.
Prof. Folson expressed deep concern over the Uni-
versity’s persistent loss of staff and warned. that
unless the government positively steps in to ariest:
the situation “the consequences would be grim.”

According to him, “inadequate salary and
absence of job satisfaction, the direct consequence
of the general economic malaise of the Ghanaian
economy’’ are the two internal factors responsible
for pushing lecturers out of the University. “The
average University lecturer, Professor Folson said,
‘receives a take home pay of @400.00 or just a little
more.” It is out of this meagre salary that he is
expected to meet the cost of feeding and clothing
himself and his family. If we add the cost of
monthly petrol consumption of his car which is
about ¢200.00, then the lecturer is below what
Professor Folson described as the “‘safety level.”

‘Left with a scanty salary to spend, the poor
lecturer wastes most of his time making contacts
and hunting for food in government agencies so
that he can buy at control prices’, the Pro-Vice-
Chancellor lamented.

Secondly, the University lecturer of today,
according to Prof. Falson, has no job satisfaction.
In the midst of his siruggle for survival, the lecturer
has practically no time left to do 1esearch or pu-
blish, two activities which measure his tiue worth
as a lecturer. Thus, unable to play his traditional
tole, the lecturer is always assailed by a feeling of
insufficiency as well as lack of opportunity for pro-
motion. These two internal ‘push’ factors together
conspire to make the lecturer an easy prey to the
pull factors which may come either-locally outside
the University or externally outside the country.

. Here, an analogy drawn by Prof. Folson between

the fortunes of a lecturer in Ghana and the life
of the same lecturer in Nigeria is worth mentioning.

Ghanaian and Nigerian Lecturers Compared

According to Prof. Folson, an aveiage Ghanaian
lectuver in any of the Ghanaian Universities earns
in terms of the British pound £2000 while the same
lecturer earns about £8,500 per annum in Nigeria.
While in Ghana the lecturer pays about one-third
of his salary as income tax, in Nigeria income tax
takes only one-eight. Besides, the Ghanaian lec-
turer in Nigeria is entitled to 25% of his salary as
bonus annually. Even more significant, he can save
in Britain half of his substantive annual salary as
personal remittance—while he can save all the 25 %
annual bonus in Britain. In sum, the foregoing
analysis implies that the Ghanaian lecturer work-
ing in Nigeria can in a year save about £6,000 in
Britain. While in Nigeria he can purchase a
Peugeout 504 car thhm the first half of the year.
He needs four years, lving at the highest level of
frugality, to afford the same car in Ghana, if he
can get it.

Effect on Academic Life

But undoubtedly more distressing and significant
are the crippling consequences this crisis over lec-
turers and staff is having on the academic life of
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the University. Many deparimenis of the Univer-
are now a shadow of themselves and some may
oner than later have to close down. The Econo-
ics Department and the School of Administration
where the lecturers by all indications appear more

immediately come into ocus

\ [ m ef?bleE 4Ep>
ccording to Mr J. B. Abban Acting Head of the

Economics Department, “The Economics Depax.
ment is gradually gnndmc to a hali.”

% Mr. Abban said the de department now has only 6
mstead of the 17 lecturers it is supposed to have.
“This makes it impossible to organize any meaning-
ful and useful tutorials since normally a tutorial
group should not, for effectiveness, exceed 20 stu-
dents” he said. Perhaps the plight of the Economics
Department was better summed up in a letter dated
30th Januaty, 1980 sent to the Vice-Chancellor
for the purpose of his Annual Report for the
1978/79 academic year, which tead inter alia:

“The staffing position in the department is be-
coming critical with every passing year. We have
lost D1 Abu Ahmad, Dr. Jones Ofori Atta and
Dr. K. G. Erbynn. Mr. J. E. A. Manu who went
on sabba'ical leave hasn't come back and there
are no prospects of Messers A. Kwarieng and
Baa Nuakoh who are currently on study leave
teturning to the departmont in the nearest possi-
ble future.”

O- student intake, the letter further noted, “Th®
Der artment manages to keep down student intak®
into F.U.E. for the current academic year. If the
present staffing position persists into the next aca-
demic year, the result would be even more drastic
reduction in student intake of the depariment.”
The Head of the Department lastly observed with
great concern that currently there are not enough
lecturers for graduate studies and the department
may be forced to stop intake of graduate students
next year. At the School of Administration the
picture is no less gloomy. A second year Master’s
of Business Administration (MBA II) student
Jamented that at present there are only about 4
lecturers doing full time teaching at the Masters
level. The rest are part-time lecturers some of
whom, he said, “‘had diluted the content of the
course to suit their convenience.” For example, he
said students offering Finance option have to attend
most of their lectures in the night just to suit the
convenience of the part-times lecturer.

The MBA Il student further alleged that many
“opiions, including Production Management and
certain papers in Marketing, are not offered owing
1o lack of lecturers. He said that currently, contrary
to normal practice, the final MBA students have
not chosen topics for their thesis owing to shortage
of lecturers. And the indications are that they may
have to stay in the University for between
three and four years or more instead of two years.

Research Activity

At the Agricultural Administration Department
of the Faculty of Agriculture, a highly disillusioned
post-graduate student said, “The Department has
virtually tottered to its knees with the departure
of Dr. E. K. Andah.” He said only one of the six
lecturers who are supposed to teach in the depart-

[

ment is left at base. And only recently, they were
told by the Dean of the Faculty that either the Post
Graduate Diploma course in Agricultural Adminis-
tration would be suspended in 1he face of absence
of lecturers to supervise their diploma thesis, or
that the students stay in for extra three monhts
after the normal academic year in orderto complete
‘he writing of their theses.

The academic work aside, research activity in
the University is also fast registering the impact of
the exodus of staff of the University. According
to the Pro-Vice-Chancellor, 2 special graft voted
by the University for research work has for the
past three years not been fully utilized. Similarly,
a fund voted by the Cocoa Research Project at
Tafo for research has been lying idle for want of
use.

In sum, it would be sheer pretence for anybody
to assume that all is well with the University of
Ghana. Legon is certainly in a crisis over an un-
piecedented brain drain. And since the University
lecturer is marketable both locally and interna-
tionally, we earnestly entreat the government to
come in and arrest the situation-infact to strike
while the iron is hot - before it assumes unwiedly
dimensions. Certainly Ghana cannot at this stage
of its national reconstruction afford the luxury of
sitting over the collapse of its premier University.

Notebook

FI

ANCING EDUCATION

AS at the middle of October the majority of
secondary schools had not re-opened for the 1980-
81 academic year when session should have begun
by the middie of September. Heads of secondary
schools were not in the least anxious to re-open
while the level of subvention per head remained
indetermiate; and food supply remained uncer-
tain. For a while the Ghana Education Service
looked on helpless: subvention per head was to be
determined by the respective Boards of Governors;
as far as food supply was concerned the schools
should aim at self-sufficiency by cultivating farms.
Nobody was impressed. Towards the end of Sep-
tember, however, the Service finally announced
a uniform increase in subvention, a large part of
which was to be contributed by parents.

In a television discussion subsequently, a panel
which included the General Secretary of the P.N.P.
was upanimous in the. view that the additional
payment required of parents was rather steep.
Other views that were canvassed included the
following: further increases could be staved if
heads of secondary schools learnt to manage better;
parents could save themselves a lot of money if
they could wean themselves from an unreasonable
attachment to boarding school; for the moment
there was nothing Government could do: parents
should therefore pay the prescribed fees. The Se-
cretary General contributed also the view that the
Northern and Upper Regions, exempted from
fee-payment for the past 20 years, should also
begin to pay, a view which evidently does not
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please the Northern and Upper Regions, naturally.
As far as the Northern Regional Minister is con-
cerned, the concession of non-payment was com-
pensation for past deprivation; non-payment
should therefore continue to be the case for eighty
years more, at least.

Interesting as these various views and utterances
are, they do not constitute a national policy which
should reflect the national conception of the pur-
poses of education. Towards such a national policy:
we could not do better than to proceed on the basis
of propositions on whicl there is reasonable agree-
men.. First of all, a proposition that all nationals
should be enabled to acquire basic skills can hardly
be challenged. A long time ago primary school
education was enough to impart basic skills. Few
would dispute that these days education beyond
primary school is necessary for the acquisition
of those skills. As to who pays, it will hardly raise
any controversy to posit that the beneficiaries of
education should pay.

And all too soon, alas, we have arrived at con-
troversy; who are the beneficiaries? There is no
doubt about benefits of education to the individual.
The ‘O’ Level Mathematics gained enables employ-
ment at one of the financial institutions, perhaps:
so does the ‘O’ Level in shorthand and typewri‘ing
bring the little girl to the Ministry as a stenogra-
pher. But what if he or she refuses to go to school ?
All those agencies which depend on those little
services would be denied those sezvices, of course,
Ultimately the state suffers. This is all the argument
for state support for education. The state can hardly
survive if there aren’t all those little gicls who type
letters for business and administration or those
junior accounting personnel who can post ledgers.
The state more than the individual owes it to its
own survival to ensure that those basic skills are
present in society. i

How does the stafe organise itself to assure itsel
of those skills? Most countries in the developed
world have decided that those skills are best gua-
ranteed by the state’s under-writing of the costs.
We clearly have to decide how crucial basic edu-
cation is to us as a nation. If we should decide that
it is a number one priority, for instance, we can
then discuss meaningfully sources of funding.

We: are persuaded that there are enough cedis
which could be channelled away from dubious
activities to make free and compulsory education
in basic skills possible, if we want to. For instance,
we should decide whether all those corporations
which serve meals at heavily subsidised costs to
theis numerous workers deserve those subsidies
more than secondary school attendants. All those
lunches and sitting allowances payable to Directors
of Boards and Corporations - would anyone miss
them? Would anyone’s pride suffer irreparable
damage if we decide that state functionaries, in-
cluding Ministers, travel economy class? The
world knows we are broke, so whom are we trying
to impress at the expense of more basic things?
Considerable savings could also be made in higher
education by addressing oursclves to just a few
questions: Nearly everywhere the duration of a

Bachelo1’s degree is four years after ‘O’ Level.
Why does it take 5-6 years in this country? As a

preparation for self-goverament, it was necessary
to suppoit fully everyone who showed aptitude for
higher education. Is total support for education
beyond the basic still defensible?

Individual utterances which focus on parental
ability or otherwise to pay are irrelevant when
we are seeking to contiie the continuing availa-
bility of skills that are essential for the apparatus
of state. Utterances of the kind that all would be
well if we were not so enamoured of boarding
schools are not helpful either, because it is simply
not true that there are enough neighbourhood
schools.

Instead of abolishing non-payment anywhere
we may well have to extend the concession to all
the other regions. Certainly, whatever the sense
of injury, that is the only way any region could
in strict conformity with the law continue to enjoy
a facility that has been available for two decades
already. We should know by now that the Consti-
tution of the Third Republic forbids us to discri-
minate against or in anyone’s favour on grounds
of origin, sex. religion or political persuasion. We
need advice as to how crucial education is to our
development as a nation. Who pays is easily deter-
mined when we have an answer to how crucial,
A national commission on education is needed.

THE BLACK STAR LINE IMPASSl:I\

For nearly six months now, the national shipping
line. Black Star Line, has been virtually at a stand-
still. Tt all started when some of the staff of the
Black Star Line threatened to withdraw services
to back up demands for improved conditions of
service. Management could meet those demands
only partially, apparently. Further negotiation
seemed to have broken down amidst recriminations
between the Minister of Transport and Communi-
cation on one hand and representatives of the staff
on the other hand. The threat of withdrawal duly
became a veality. The dispute culminated in the
dramatic announcement of the assumption of the
powers of the management by the President. and
the dismissal of the staff of the corporation who
were witholding service. New officers have since
been recruited, we learn. but Black Star Line ships
are still not much in evidence where they should be,
on the high seas.

Certain facts stand out clearly in this episode.
First of all, the staff of the Black Star Line were
not doing anything unusual in demanding better
conditions of service. Who has not lately: teachers,
nurses, civil servants, mediamen, everybody! The
withdrawal of service to back up demands was
also not unusual. Government’s inability or un-
willingness to meet the demands in their entirety
was not unexpected, either. Government hardly
ever meets anyone’s demands fully Besides, given
their record of performance, losses all over, Gover-
nment probably felt the demands were cheeky,.
Some ofuson the sidelines were not overly enthu-
sed about demands by people whose life style is
is already enviable? And the means thereto are
not particularly “legit”. Everybody connected
with Black Star Line is some kind of trader. Those
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who work on board ships buy in bulk stuff which
is transported on state ships without payment.
The staff ashore compete with others to buy the
the stuff for: retail and the prices are not exactly
low considering the savings on transportation. We
look on withoutmurmur because everybody does it.
Workers of various other state enterprises insist
on serving themselves first from the fruits of their
Jabour and there is hardly anything left when the
staff has had its fill. The workers can then sell their
booty to the general public — well beyond “con-
trol”’. The nonsense had to stop and the President’s
“Enough is enough” broadcast was timely and
understandable.

What is not understandable is the President’s
assumption of the functions of the management
of the Black Star Line in addition to an already
heavy load. Why do we havea Minister in charge of
the Corporation? And why even the Minister
tather than a new management? It is not too late
to return the management to hands that are not
overly full.

We have lost good business because our ships
have been standing idle; good money too! But
there are important lessons to be learnt: first of
all it is clear that state functionaries like the stafl
of Black Star Line cannot go on behaving as if
they owned state property which is only tempo-
rarily in their charge without somebody telling
them off sooner or later. On this occasion the
telling-off has not been without costs to the nation
but it has not been without pain to the BSL staff
either. Secondly, it should be obvious to the Govein-
ment that dismissal of staffis effective only where
replacements are easy to come by. In the recent
past Government has resorted too easily to dis-
missal which should be an instrument of the last
resort. We are not too sure that the dismissals
were all justifiable. The dismissal of junior civil
servants, for instance, was too hasty, in our judge-
ment. But the Government could get away with
it because clerical officers come at two a pesewsa
You cannot set up tables at the Accra Stadium
to recruit sea captains. Government should hear
that in mind in its handling of the staff of that
corporation. Management and staff ofthe Black
Star Line have nothing to lose by returning to the
negotiating table and we would urge them to do
just that.

Letters

O Come All Ye Widows

SIR - The peculiar history of Ghana seems to be
leaving in its trail peculiar events. A parliamentary
committeo has decided to revise upwards the re-
muneration given to the widow of a former Head
of State, to take care of the rising cost of living - the
old remuneration, fixed by the SMC [ being €34,000.
00. There is no need going into the logic or illogic
of importing a “state widow™ and taking care of
her and her family; let alone arguing about the
amount involved since it was fixed by a past regime,

|-

agd payment has been effective for someTyear now.

But will our parliamentarians please resist the
temptation of creating more problems for the
nation. Assuming even that we as a nation endorse
the idea of extravagance (of course we don’t ) can
we easily swallow proposals which would seem to
put remunerations of our “widows-of-state” above
the salary or allowance of our Head of State?

And to think that another “widow of-state” has
been recommended for remuneration by the state!
Honourable Dr. Amoah and his committee mem-
bers, would you not rather introduce a bill in par-
liament that seeks to say, come all ye “Widows-
of-state?””,, for Ghana has at least 6 widows-of-
state, be they from civilian or military regimes.
Has anybody bothered to find out under what con-
ditions our “military widows-of-state™ are living?
Why should the committes be interested in the
sad fate of one “widow-of-state?” Or is it merely
to maintain a balance of power? And what about
the wife of the late President Akuffo-Addo and her
children ?

Hon. Dr. Amoah and his committee members,
our problems are already too many. The tax payer
cannot afford any extra perspiration, particularly
under the heat of the politics of widowhood.

Language Centre, Kwesi Yankah
Legon.

From Kumasi with Feelings

SIR - Kojo Yankah’s report on the above topic in
the L.O. of 27 June, 1980, was read with much
interest

I wish to inform Kojo that we now read the news-
papers daily, sometimes in the afternoons. Fur-
thermore, the Ejisu Border Guard barrier has
now been moved further up on the Kumasi-Accra
road for obvious reasons.

The latest in town, Kojo, is that the water we
drink in Kumasi now is more coloured than the
Gulder bottles you saw at ‘the party near the
Ambassador Records factory.

All the white bottles in my fridge are turning
brown. My white shirts, underwear, bedsheets etc.
have all turned brown.

What really frightens me is that I drink coloured
water. When I urinate only to find my urine colour-
less then I begin to shiver. Unless I am told that
taere is some ‘ALUM’ in my body or that I carry
around some human filter, I shall continue
panicking.

Kojo, when I drink my beer and fiad my urine
coloured, I immediately know the cause of it!

When I put celoured water into the white battle
to find the bottom part coloured later on, I know
why it happened so!

When T wash my white shirt, sheets etc. with
coloured water to find them coloured when dried,
I know why?

But when I drink the coloured water to find my
wiine COLOURLESS, why should T not panic.

R oY
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Where has the ‘Stuff” I find deposited under the
bottom of the white bottle in the fridge gone to?
INSIDE ME?29 !!

Will Prof. Quarcopoome come to my aid or will
someone at the Ghana Water and Sewerage Cor-
poration tell me.

Let them be advised to stop the noise about the
water being harmless. At least T have obseryed its
harmful effects on my white dress.

Mr. Yankah, this is the Ghana we wish to see
“Live Long!™

Long Live Ghana! Indeed, Not the people in it.

P. O. Box 3266,
Kumasi.

Yaw Sam,

Exchange Rate System In Ghana

SIR - In your issue (XIL 9) the correspondent
who contributed the article on the Exchange Rate
System in Ghana expressed the wish that article will
initiate “‘a clear-headed unemotional debate > This
contribution should therefore be welcome to him.

I will concentrate on just one aspect: devaluation.

The I M.F. looks upon devaluation as the panacea
for any monetary malaise wherever it may oceus.

The fact that I.M.E. governing body is dominated
by economists from the developed countries and
that the United States has a great say in evolving
its policies largely explains this stance of the I.M. B
The recent demand for a reorganization of L.IVI.F.
is a pointer to tie unsatisfactory way in whici tie
Fund lias been functioning. The reason why deva-
luation is so popular with the I.M.F. is apparent:
devaluation enables the industrialized developed
countries to get the products of the country forced
into devaluation cheaper. But at the same time,
the latter country has to pay through its nose for
its imports.

Devaluation only helps if the country is not de-
pendent on imports to a considerable extent, and/ox
the country has greate: export potential in the shape
of commodi whose demand is compsa y
elastic. Ghana unfortunately does not satisfy either
of the conditions. Ghana is dependent on Ampo,ts
not only for the so-called ‘essential commodities,”
but also for several other goods. Even its industries
to an unduly large exteat are import-based, i.e.,
raw materials have to be imported. The pIn_ht of
the majority of industries at the moment is a sority
remindes of this. The demand for Ghana’s main
forcign-exchange earner, cocoa, is relatively in-
elastic. Three devaluations in the space of 12 years
has not had a salvaging effect. If a country is to be
helped by devaluation, it shows in the first instance.
India devalued in 1966-67, and the improvement
in India’s foreign exchange situalion can be traced
to it. Of course devaluation has to be accompanied
by other measures, like strict restriction on foreign
travel, cu’ back in government overseas expeaditure
like missions abroad, attendance at conferences
(e.g. recent decision of Senegal to close a number
of its missions abroad), genuine restrictions on

imports enforced by an efficient bureaucracy, and
other financial measures to serve the dual purpose

of earning more foreign exchange and reducing
its spendma anything in the nature of OGL, SUL,
SL is detiimental to such an objective. It is sur-
prising, fo say the least, that having publicly stated
he is against any such measures, as he is convinced
that the source of finance for these is illegal, the
Finance Minister should he a party to the introduc-
tion of these very harmful policies.

Ghana can also follow the lead given by Jamaica
and Tanzania in resisting the [LM.F. pressuie to
devalue their curiencies.
Dept of History C. N. Wadia
Legon

VRA Tariff To Valco

SiR £ Mr. K. S. Manu’s letter which appeared in
your issue dated October 10 quotes in his comments
upon the Bonneville Power Administration rates
from publications dated more than a year ahead
of the actual rate change: these do not reflect what
Bonneville in fact did. Mr. Manu’s quotations are
accurate statements of what was published in 1978
and those were the proposals made at that time
by Bonneville. By the time the rate change was
actually made in December of 1979, Bonneville
had reduced the increase well below its original
proposal. As I previously stated the Bonneville
rate to the aluminium industry for 1980 is estimated
at about 5.6 mills.

With respect to rates being based upon cost of
production, this very principle is being followed by:
Bonneville Power Administration and Tennessee
Valley Authority, both federal agencies in the U.S.
Since the bulk of its power comes from higher cost
thermal units, the TVA charg gnificantly more
for power than Bonneville, with most of its power
coming from lower cost hydroelectric sources.

Tle New Zealand power situation is somewhat
different. The power rate was increased by nego-
tiated agreement and it is far closer to 10 mills than
15 mills but there are other aspects of the New
Zealand situation which make a st-aight compari-
son of power rates misleading.

I did not intend to convey the impression that
an incsease in powe rate does not affect Valco's
shareholders. It clearly does. I did want to point
out that as long as Valco is profitable, any increase
in power bill affects bothi Valco's income tax pay-
ments and Valco’s payment to the Valco Fund as
well as its shareholders.

Mr. Manu’s contention that any increase in
power costs can be directly passed on to the final
consumer of the metal does not reflect the realities
in the market place. Aluminium from any one pro-
ducer is in competition with that from many other
producers and is also in competition with the pro-
ducers of many other products such as steel, wood,
copper, plastics, zine, etc.

1 believe the purpose of this exchange of views
should not be to “win” or “lose” debating points
but to develop a clearer understanding of the facts.

Ward B. Saunders, Jr.
Managing Director

Valco
Tema.

30th October, 198;‘;
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The President And The Elcctoral Commissioner

]
Sir - If there is one individual in this land who
should bend over backwards to ensure the success
of the electoral process and constitutional rule,
it should be the President. Yet in less than a year
of coming into office, Dr. Limann has found it
necessary, on two occasions, to use a public plai-
form to show a belated disagreement with the Elec-
toral Commissioner. Last time, we were given the
impression that the Electoral Commission had
failed to alert Government on its plans.

On this occasion, however, we are assured that
not only was Government put in the picture, but
all political parties had been given the opportunity
to have their say on the issue of whether the Elec-
toral Register should be re-compiled. Yet at this
seemingly late hour, the President tells us ke cannot
allow the exercise to take off because:

(1) it would be too expensive; and
(2) it will interfere with the Government's
Agricultural Programme.

True, ten million cedis is a lot of money for a
nation such as ours. But so also is the
money paid to sustain the Presidential Office, the
Council of State, the Cabinet and Parliament itself.
Those of us who ardently believe in the democratic
process have no doubt that democracy is in the
long run much much cheaper than arbitrary rule -
the type which has precipitated the nation’s fall
from grace to grass.

As for the second reason given by Dr. Limann,
one may concede that it is possible that the farming
season is at its peak in a couple of regions. If so,
couldn’t the President have suggested that the
exercise should be postponed in these areas alone?

Another curious aspect of Dr. Limann™
announcement is that inspite of his own Govern
ment’s agricultural programme, it was at one of
the many PNP victory rallies that he made his state-
ment. Are we to understand that the order of pre-
cedence should be victory rallies, then agricultural
programmes, then reliable voter’s register?

This writer wishes to inform the President that
there are individuals who, for obvious reasons,
preferred the bogus Unigov type of government
o true representative government. They may have
succeeded in infiltrating political parties but that
is no eason why we should allow them to use their
influence to destroy the Third Republic. One hopes
Dr. Limann will appreciate that his best friends
could easily be those who are prepared to criticise
him now.

Biochemistry Department K. K. Oduro

Legon.

This letter was advertised as published in L.O.
No. 10, but did not appear in the letters column
of that issue. Even though it is slightly out of
date, the Editorial committee believes that it

Miscellaneous Reports

SECOND ANNUAL DELEGATES CONFE-
RENCE OF THE POPULAR FRONT PARTY

(P.E.P:)
By
Our Correspondent

THE Second Annual Delegates Conference of the
P.F.P. opened at about 8.00 p.m. on Thursday,
25th September and ended at about 4.00 p.m. on
Saturday, 27th September, 1980. The conference
opened amid speculation that leadership changes
within the party were imminent. This speculation
was fed by what Mr. J. H. Owusu-Acheampong,
then P.F.P. Member of Berekum, said at a press
conference in Parliament House just before the
opening of the conference.

Mr. Owusu-Acheampong told the press that a
committee of the party had recommended certain
amendments to the party’s constitution. Among
these were: (i) The abolition of the office of Leader
of the Party; (ji) the appointment of an Executive
Chairman of the party who will have no right to
compete for the position of a Presidential candi-
date; (iif) the appointment of a full-time General
Secretary, and (iv) the appointment of a Council
of Elders. He also noted that if these recommenda-
tions were accepted by the Second Annual Dele-
gates Cornference then the party’s constitution will
consequently be amended to reflect these recom-
mendations.

The truth seems to be that since the P.F.P. lost
the 1979 Presidential and Parliamentary elections,
there have been demands for changes in the top
leadership of the party, demands which have taken
the form of resolutions for changes in the party’s
constitution. Such reports and resolutions as came
to the notice of the National Executive were
referred to a special committee (chaired by Mr.
J. H. Mensah and including Messrs S. Odoi-Sykes,
Oheneba Kow Richardson, Appia Menkah, Dr.
Jones Ofori Atta etc.) to consider and make re-
commendations to the National Executive which.
in turn, would decide what step to recommend
to the conference. The Mensah Committee pro-
duced a draft of a completely new Constitution
which was presented to the National Executive a
week before the Delegates Conference. The new
draft constitution was not included as an item on
the agenda for the conference, and it was probably
to foree a debate on this that Mr. Owusu Acheam-
pong held the press conference.

The conference was attended by over 600 dele-
gates and observers. Each of the 140 constituences
sent three delegates, and the Youth, Women’s and
universities® wings of the party sent observers. The
theme of the conference was spelt out by the Chair-
man of the party, Alhaji Yakubu Tali, Tolon-Na:
Discipline, Loyalty and Work. The chairman
summed up the theme of the conference in thes
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words: ‘A conference bedevilled by petty jealousie
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and squabbles and one in which the main theme
is the satisfaction of personal ambition expressing
itself in a struggle for power can inspire no one in
these hard times. The citizens of this country are
politically sophisticated enough to know that men
and women who are preoccupied with their own
ambitions and are battling for position and privi-
lege can have little time for any genuine devotion
to the welfare of the people, In a generally mild
and conciliatory speech the Chairman told the
delegates that the main value of the conference
was to enable the delegates to know each other as
colleagues and to affirm their solidarity as party
members who are struggling in a multi-party system
for power. He ended on this peroration: ‘We must
be seen to be an active alternative to the ruling
party and this we can achieve by placing the unity
of the party above all our considerations. This is
the challenge to all.’

The conference was held in the Auditorium of
the School of Admmistration, University of Ghana,
and the delegates stayed in Akuafo Hall of the
same university. The Auditorium was packed full
on the opening day for the public was invited, but
on the second day when the conference settled
down to business, only accredited delegates and
observers were allowed to participate in the dis-
cussions. Fraternal greetings were exchanged, and
Naa Morkor Busia, the wife of the late leader of
the P.P., briefly thanked the delegates who not
only helped to give her late husband a fitting burial;
put who also have supported her morally since the
death of her husband.

On the second day, the Leader, Mr. Victor
Owusu, delivered what was generally considered
by the delcgate> to be a fighting speech. He began
the speech by denouncing the P.N.P. government
as an incompetent government: ‘When President
Limann assumed office one year ago, neither he
nor any other Ghanaian could have harboured any
illusions about the magnitude of competently admi-
nistering ‘a country reduced to bankruptey and in
which there was hardly any discipline...

But difficult though the job was it could be done
and had to be done. Dr. Limann offered himself
to the nation to do the job and he was entrusted
with it. He has to do it and do it well and it is no
excuse whatever to plead a difficulty of which he
must have been aware before he offered himself,
Then he went on to state that ‘there Is a general
feeling of disappointment with the performance
of Dr. Limann’s administration... .there has
been a general incompetence and lack of clear
direction in the handling of the country’s social
and economic problems.. ..I consider this a
great pity because the whole concept of civilian
administration may be endangered if the govern-
ment continues to perform as badly as it is doing
now, and I believe that it is necessary for the survi-
val of democracy that a government elected under
our constitution should serve its term.”> He then
went on to affirm the faith of his party in demo-
cratic constitutional rule by a popularly elected
civilian administration. Having called on the other
minority parties to work together to ensure that
the ‘P.N.P. does not bring back to this country
the tradition of intolerance and oppression’, he

turned to the thorny question of discipline within
his own party. It was clear here that he was engaged
in an undeclared debate with his opponents in the
party. He noted: ‘Every member of this Party how-
ever higli his position is subject to the constitution
and the authority of the party.’

It was clear in the speech that the Leader was as
aware as other party members that there are still
demands for a change in the leadership of the party.
This agitation has been organized around some of’
those who contested for the leadership of the party
in 1979. Mr. Owusu had these strong words for
his rivals: ‘If a person contests for any office in
this party from leader right down and loses it is
not open to him if he believes in democracy to
immediately turn round to seek an alteration of the
rules to enable him to have a second bite at the
cherry long before the appointed time. Let me say
at once, he gravely intoned amidst aplause, ‘that
no one has a divine right to be leader of this party

.be not too sure of yourself for the game of
polmm is unpredictable. Spend your efforts at
this stage to build the Party and its leadership so
that when the time comes to select out standard

bearer there will be a solid party foundation on -

which to rest his bid for power.’

Having spoken mainly on discipline, loyalty and
work, Mr. Owusu ended by saying that copies of
the new draft constitution would be sent to all the
regions and constituencies, and that within six
months the views of party members would be
collated by the various regional secretariats for
onward transmission to the National Secretatiat.
Finally he informed the delegates, that the National
Executive would reconsider the draft constitution
in the light of submissions received and prepare a
final draft for consideration and adoption by ano-
ther party conference.

The General Secretary immediately followed the
leader with his Annual Report. In his Report it was
made clear that the party needs money to transform
the ad hoc organizations and arrangements set up
for the elections into strong institutions run by
full-time. qualified personnel. He discussed the
main weaknesses of the party: lack of funds, party
vans, office equipment, full-time party workers;
lack of a research unit in which party members
and MPs can rely for reliable data and material on
the economy, state of public opinion etc; and a
well-produced newspaper.

The General Secretary’s Report provided a peg
on which the delegates hanged on their dissatis-
faction with the way the party had been run in the
past Year. Discussion was frank and critical. A
delegate from the Northern Region called for the
appointment of a full-time General Secretary. Also,
a delegate from Swedru, feeling that the National
Secretariat had performed poorly in the past year,
called for the appointment of a management com-
mittee to run the affairs of the Secretariat. He par-
ticularly called for a national Secretariat, which will
actively liase with the party’s MPs and the minority
parties. This stimulated a lively debate, and the
Leader contributed to this by noting that the accep-
tance of such a motion would in effect mean a
declaration by the conference of no confidence in
the leadership of the party. There was no doubt
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that the leadership question was being debated,
even if delegates obliquely rather than directly made
references to the leadership of the party. The debate
occupied the whole afternoon session of the second.
day, and it was clear that overwhelming majority
of the delegates supported the leader in his interpre-
tation of the motion of the Swedru delegate. By
the end of the debate, the Leader and his supporters
clearly carried the day, but there was equally no
doubt that a vocal minority of the delegates had
expressed a demand for the leadership question to
be raised again. From the second day
onwards it was apparent that Mr. Owusu had
strengthened his position as the Leader of the party.

When the conference resumed on the third and
final day, a 51-page policy paper, covering various
aspects of national life ranging from agriculture
to national security, was fully debated. In this docu-
ment, the party has outlined its ideas and proposals.
It was resolved to refer the paper to a technical
committee which will consider it in detail and have
it edited and published. The Treasurer presented
an uncontroversial report which echoed some of
the General Secretary’s. Report on party financies.
He called on the party members to devise ways
for raising funds for the 1981 local government
elections and the 1983-4 presidential and parlia-
mentary elections. The conference ended with the
leadership firmly in control of party affairs, and
the following resolutions were passed: (i) That this
conference herein assembled expresses its gratitude
and appreciation to the leadership for the work
done during the past year and that this conference
resolves that the present leadership must continue
in office. (2) That this conference views with great
concern the serious situation that has arisen as a
result of the confrontation between the Govern-
ment and the officers of the Black Star Line and
that this conference asks the Government to take
immediate steps to resolve the issue

THE UNITED NATIONAL CONVENTION
(U.N.C.) CONGRESS

By
Our Correspondent

Following the political alliance between the
U.N.C. and the P.N.P on 25th October 1979, many
observers came to the conclusion, even at the grass-
roots level, that the U.N.C. had ceased to exist as
a political force. It was not uncommon to hear the
eynical remark that the U.N.C. had ‘vanished all
the way into Limann’s pockets.’

Within the Party itself, the non-implementation
of the basic terms of the agreement had led to moves
to have the alliance abrograted. Thus, in spite of
the determined efforts of the U.N.C. leadership
to preach the virtues of the alliance in a sincere
effort to save it, it was becoming increasingly clear
that opposition to the alliance had become quite
vocal, and that it could no longer be ignored if the
Party wanted to survive. It was in the light of these
considerations that the Annual Conference of the
U.N.C. was convened to resolve the issue at the

Baden Powell Memorial Hall from 25th-27th Sep-
tember 1980.

The first day’s session was opened with a wel-
come address by the Leader and Chairman of the
Party, Mr. William Ofori-Atta. He drew attention
to the difficulties that beset the U.N.C. before the
last General Elections, particularly the lack of
“funds to back up the campaigns of U.N.C. can-
didates in the rural areas and the fact that many of
the candidates had to do their campaigns almost
entirely on foot without the aid of a party van.’
He re-affirmed the Party’s faith in ‘civilian, consti-
tutional and democratic rule’ and pointed out that
although the U.N.C. knew there would be diffi-
culties in the alliance, and that the Paity might
suffer in the process, the U.N.C. was however com-
forted ‘by the fact thatit wasin the supreme interest
of the nation and that it might encourage govern-
ment by consensus.’ =k

The General Secretary’s report, which followed
next elaborated on the successes and failures of
the U.N.C-P.N.P. Alliance. Dr. Obed Asamoah
pointed out that the ‘initiative for the alliance came
from the P.N.P.” and the U.N.C. accepted the idea
to ensure stability and also ‘in the hope that the
PNP would tap the great and abundant talents
within the U.N.C. for the proper governance of
the country.” As a ‘stabilising factor’ therefore the
alliance was a success. Moreover, in compliance
with clause 3 of the agreement which calls for ‘the
representation of either Party in Government® to
reflect relative strengths in Parliament, the Govern-
ment has since appointed one Deputy Minister
and two Ambassadors from the U.N.C. Unfor-
tunately, said the General Secretary, the National
Executive Committee of the U.N.C. ‘does not see
the implementation of Clause 3 in terms of jobs
for the boys but in terms of the obvious need to
strengthen the administration by broadening its
talent base, and to influence the formulation of
government policies and programmes’ at Cabinet
level. In addition, although Clause 6 of the agree-
ment stipulated that ‘both Parties shall pursue a
common programme and policy in Parliament a
in So far as such programme and policy do not
fundamentally conflict with the published manifesto
and constitution of either Party,’ there was a com-
plete ‘absence of prior consultation’ and in this
regard it was ‘obviously absurd for the PNP to
expect the UNC to rubber-stamp policies unila-
terally adopted even if they offend (U.N.C.) values.’
In the light of these shortcomings, the National
Liaison Committee envisaged under the agreement
became ‘meribund’ and its achievements limited.

The General Secretary’s report was followed by
twe other reports, one from the Director of Opera-
tions and the other from the Finanee Committee.
By this time the moed of congress had changed.
Most of the delegates had become restive: they
wanted immediate discussion of the PNP-UNC
Alliance. The Chairman of the Conference had to
accede to the request, pestpone discussions on
Party organisation and Budget in order to table the
issue of the alliance. At this point, the National
Youth Leader, Dr. J. K. Agovi, moved for the
abrogation of the alliance. He pointed out that the
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resolution before congress was the result of a con-
certed effort of ‘some concerned members of the
UNC’> who had become increasingly disillusioned
with the alliance. The resolution was subsequently
signed by twenty-nine people ‘from various parts
of the country’. The text of the resolution itself
recounted the various reasons for the abrogation
and asked Congress ‘to acknowledge the fact that a
formal alliance no longer exists between the P.N.P.
and ihe U.N.C.," and that the National Executive
Committee should ‘take steps immediately to in-
form the PNP accordingly.” Finally, the resolution
asked congress to resolve ‘to continue to co-operate
with all political parties to promote the welfare
of all Ghanaians within the framework of constitu-
tional and democratic rule.’

Mr. G. W. Amarteifio, the then Director of
Operations of the Party, moved a counter motion
to the effect that the alliance should be retained
and its terms re-negotiated with the P.N.P. The
debate that followed was far from being acrimo-
nious or ‘heated and tension-packed’ as one
national daily reported. It was quite obvious that
people’s minds had already been made up on the
matter and this became obvious from. the clear
majority of 164 votes for the abrogation of tlie
alliance and 44 votes for its continuation.

The spectre of the alliancealso haunted the main
agenda for the second day’s deliberations - the
election of new officers for the party. By a special
Transitional Provision in the U.N.C. Constitution,

Mr. William Ofori-Atta and his running mate in
the last presidential elections, Alhaji Ibrahim
Mahama, were retained as Leader and Deputy
Leader of the Party. Those in the old Executive
who also retained their posts included Dr. Obed
Asamoah as General Secretary, Dr. J. K. Agovi
as the National Youth Leader and Mrs. Hawa
Ayeebo as the Women’s Leader. New faces in the
leadership included Mr. E. A. K. Akuoku as the
Chairman of the Party, Dr. Joe Geker as the Direc-
tor of Operations, Mr. G. K. O. Turkson as
Treasurer and Mr. Kwabena Essem, a free-lance
journalist for the Associated Press was elected as
Director of Publicity. It was quite clear from the
mood of Congress that Mr. G. W. Amarteifio who
contested the post of Director of Publicity and Mr.
David Lamptey who also contested the Youth
Leadership lost because of their pro-alliance
utterances and demonstrations.

However, before the election of officers, two
resolutions were adopted by the Congress. The
first one which dealt with general political matters
expressed the grave concera of the U.N.C. on the
P.N.P. Government’s attitude ‘in precipitating
confrontations and constitutional crises’. It called
for due regard for ‘technical competence over and
above party considerations’ in appointments to
Public Boards and Statutory Corporations, and
deplored as improper the tendency ‘for party func-
tionaries to be appointed to more than one Board
and also for Parliamentarians to be appointed to

speciality Housing and Coenstruction

SAVE WITH BANK FOR
HOUSING AND CONSTRUCTION
AND BE THE PROUD OWNER
OF A HOUSE. .

HEAD' OFFICE:

TEL: 66143/9

Form a saving habit with us and
we’ll put a roof over your head

Every Bank strives 1o meet individual customers needs
without compromising on its speciality so we serve you
well in every sphere of Banking but especially in our

g o AL .'_.,m - A ;
BANK FOR HOUSING AND CONSTRUCTION

MAKING OUR MARK IN THE BANKING BUSINESS

MOBIL HOUSE P.O. BOX M1 ACCRA




ctober, 1980

THE LEGON OBSERVER

Page 285

such Boards at all.’ It drew attention to the ‘poli-
tical manipulation’ in the distribution system and
called for an urgent revision of the Voters’ Register
‘before any meaningful elections can be held in the
future.” The Resolution on the Economy also called
for measures to:

1. reduce the scope of economic controls and
strengthen market forces:

2. create a package of incentives concentrated
on the producer as the direct and foremost
beneficiary of productive economic activity
in agriculture, mining, timber and manu-
facturing;

3. make price policies consistent with money
supply and the availability of commodities;

4. establish stable rtelationships between the
Cedi and other currencies of ECOWAS
50 as to reduce harmful speculation and smug-
gling.

The resolution ‘also made practical proposals
concerning specific areas of the economy for imme-
diate action. These include the rehabilitation of
roads particularly in the rural arcas in order to
re-open the country’s vital supply lines; the clari-
fication of government policy on education at all
levels; and assistance to private indusiry with
foreign resources made available under foreign
loan agreements to enable faster and better utili-
sation of these resources so as to lighten the budge-
tary and debt burden on the government.

Delegates came from all over the couniry to

~affirm their belief in the Party. Although the bus
~ which carried the Brong Ahafo and Ashanti dele-
gations to the congress was involved in a serious
accident, it was sad but heartening to see many
of them, some limping, others with bandaged arms
and legs arriving in a group at the Congress Hall.
All of them were determined to take active part
and make intelligent contributions to the debates,
discussions and resolutions initiated by the Cong-
ress. There was a strong impression of party unity
andrevivalism at this Congress; but above all, the
delegates went away with a certain conviction that
the UN.C. can stand on its own feet as a viable
political party.

The Arts

LIPSTICK
Film Review

by
Aba Hayford

For a consuming society like ours, Lipstick pro-
vides an insight into some of the questions we
should be asking ourselves everytime a commodity
is set before us as a consumption item, and each
time we feel the urge to buy. Lipstick, Lipstick,
indeed! A De Lorentis Film that opens with the
largest possible portrait of a face you hardly take

i

in except the Lips, the Lips burning red.
It’s all going to be about Lipstick. Then the sugges-
tive music synchronised into the world of fashion,
models, swirling skirts, poses, cufting impossible
and inane figures to the camera or to the photo-
grapher 2! Again women symbolic ofthe banal, the
irresponsible.

Surely all the articles being modelled are for
sale but the question is which particular one is
being advertised now? The Beauties. the Eyes,
the Lips, the Clothes, the Poses. The Lips or the
Lipstick. At this point the viewer can only guess.
If you watch adverts carefully you may see for
example photograps of a white woman or the other,
half naked, astride the back of a camel by the
Pyramids in the desert between two sand dunes,
the female looking the dream stercotype of the
white woman. At the bottom of the page you may
find a bottle of some drink with ice cubes! All this
would be an appeal, an extra effort to make con-
sumers ouf of you and me - to buy by compulsion,
to suggest or force a need into our subconscious-
ness, into our inner sensitivities: A need that we
may never have felt. And so is this film, “Lipstick”,
we are taken from the studios to the beach, where
to the clicking of the cameras, a commodity is being
prepared for the market. We are going to be mani-
pulated into buying through the soft and supple
flesh of Chris the model.

Meanwhile Kathy has permission to bring her
music teacher, Gordon Stephen, a young and
handsome composer along to the set, to his kind
of music to big sister Chris, in between poses.
Gordon Steven sits and watches the scene seem-
ingly ruffled, overwhelmed and also disappointed
because there was no time for the hearing. Chris
is apologetic and feels obliged to invite her sister’s
music teacher to bring his tapes to the apartment
where the sisters live. Gordon Stewart turns
up for the appointment, the camera uses his eyes
to introduce the apartment; and with the bits and
pieces of furnishing, reveals the personality of
Chris to us. In the background we even hear the
kind of music that she normally listens to. Chris
has had to hurry out of the bath and throws on
some clothing to get ready to listen to the super.
extra modern compositions of her sister’s teacher.
One senses more politeness on her part but the
aspiring young composer has hopes. Maybe hopes
of introduction into the right circles? Now was
it jealousy at her obvious success and his own
failure, was it the telephone call, was it anger at
the interuption of his music, was it premeditated
trust, desire or yearning to posess the body that
haunted him from the beach scene?

Whatever it was, Gordon Stewart becomes vio-
lent, attacks her, lashes out insults at Chris. He
forces her to paint on the Lipstick and flings
her around very roughly indeed, and threatens
her with a knife. She, surprised, shocked, over-
taken by events and overpowered, implores him
in vain. The aspiring composer rapes her to the
sound of his own music. Kathy back home from
school a little earlier than usual rings the doorbell
in rain. She lets herself into the apartment and
discovers to her shock that her music teachers
in bed with her sister. Chris did not hear Kathy
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ring the doorbell. He heard the bell ring and Lieard
Kathy come into the flat and knew Kathy would
see them and so held his victim very quietly at the
given moment. To a third person the two heads
which Kathy saw presented a pair making love
in peace.

Until her big sister told her what had happened,
all she really saw were their two leads together
in bed at the sight~of which she ran out of tie
house. Chii ports the rape to the police, the
usual questions, and photographs are taken. She
approaches her lawye: about taking the case to
court. Anne Bancroft cast in the role of a hardened,
cold, penelrating and wizened but attractive law-
yer, knows what to expect in court in a delicate
case of this nature. She tells her not to expect to
win her case in court. Gordon Stephen can only
ccuted if she (Chris) testified and “if you
y the court is going to humiliate and abuse
you. In Court, it was indeed a hopeless situation,
a lost effort. Despite all the fight her lawyer put
up, despite little Kathy’s testimony Chris is painted
as a peity woman who entices the young and hand-
some Gordon. The photographs of her body and
her sexy poses in advertising Lipstick is an exag-
geration that does not help her much. Her con-
stant plea. “It’'s my work and I do what am told”
sounds hollow and empty and loses its meaning
on the jury. Facts are: she is advertising with sex,
her body and the big issue here is, The onlooker is
allowed to look, get worked up and to buy. But
you are not allowed to touch. At the time when
you begin to feel sorry for her disappointment,
you wonder whether she ever will understand what
is being done with her body and hei own role in the
game of manipulation. Stewart Gordon the De-
fendant is acquited—NOT GUILTY. He is ac-
claimed by society, his music is “in”. We see him
in the company of a nun who obviously has him
teaching music to a class of young girls.

Chris on the other hand is told that he: agernts
want to cool it. She is virtually sacked. She and
Kathy pack their belongings into their wagon and
on their way out of town she stops at the Studio
1o finish a last modelling assignment. She seads
Kathy off to while away the {ime looking in at
the other studios. She makes a fatal discovery.
Her former music teacher, Stewart Gordon, is
experimenting with his music in one of the rooms
in the Studio Complex. It seems for a while she
forgot all the torture she had to go through at the
trial because of him. He invites lier over and puts
her heaitbeat through the amplifier. The noise
her heartbeat makes seems fo awaken the memo-
ries of fear of the man who ruined her sister and
her security. She bolts away and tries to run away
from him, but he catches up with her in the glass
labyrinth of the studios and;

Gordon Stewart rapes Kathy. €hzis goes mad
with anger at the news and rushes out of the studio
to the balcony to find Stewart moving into his car.
With 1age she races to collect her hunting rifle
from the wagon, aims at Stewart and shoots to
kill - him.

Both her life and Kathy’s life seem ruined in the
whisl of the last skizts she modelled. Back in Court*
Broken and finished this time she accused, Chris,

is. declared “NOT GUILTY”. We are left with
the wisdom of her Lawyer. “Crime used to be
expected because we are human but the failure/
denial of justice may be moie damaging than crime
itself.” There are interesting aesthetical and tech-
nical details I would like to share with viewers:
The source of light in the night scenes, the intro-
duction of music to suggest environment; the |
details of cha-acterisation and the casting of types:
to play the various roles. The salient question:
though remains: To what extent should we allow
ourselves to be manipulated? The film sets out
1o expose the dexterous methods of advertising.
But it ends up making victims of individuals who
are themselves caught in a system that is left i
tact to continue as if nothing was wrong.

For The Record !

FARMERS STILL NOT PAID

21 October 1980.

Cocoa farmers in the Asiakwa-Kwabeng con- ©
stituency have not been paid for the past two
months for cocoa sold to the Cocoa Marketing
Board. Owing to this facmers in this area cannot
pay the school fees of their children. Mr. K. Y.
Asante, Member of Parliament for Asiakwa-
Kwabeng, after touring his constituency, has called
on e goverameit to easuse prompt payment for
cocoa sold to the Board. Also the member of Par-
liament for Offinso, Mr. K. Takyi-Berko, has called
on the government to say what he has called the
‘relentless decline’ in the cocoa industry. After
visiting a number of farms in his constituency,
Mr. Takyi-Berko told the Ghana News Agency
in Kumasi that many cocoa fa-ms had been aban-
doned owing to an acute shortage of labour and
insecticides

OIL PALM PROJECT AT A STANDSTILL
23 October, 1980.

Work on the first phase of the Kwae Oil Palm
Project, a World Bank project, has cometo astand-
still mainly because the government and the people =
of the area haye not been able to agree on the ques- - |
tion of resettlement and the payment of compensa- =
tion for property affected by the project. Mr. B. =
Liacopoulos, the project manager, informed Mr. =
C. Y. Frimpong, the Deputy Eastern Regionalg
Minister, about this when the latter visited the =
area on an inspection tour of on-going projects -
in the Eastern Region.

According to officials, the people of the area -
are claiming between €5.00 and ¢8.00 for anmy
cocoa tree cut down instead of a token 50 pesewas
being offered by the government. Also, the people
are demanding that part of the forest reserve should
be reallocated to them for farming. So far about
2,500 acres have been cleared and planted with oil
palm, If the problems of compensation and resettle-
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ment are solved, according to same official sources,
machines will be installed immediately.

NO WATER, NO POWER
24 October, 1980.

Hundreds of demonstrators marched through the
streets of Tamale on 21 October to protest against
the continued water shortage and electricity failure
in the Tamale municipality. The offices of the Nor-
thern Regional Administration and the residence
of the Regional Minister were looted and extensive
damage caused to property.

The demonstration, organised by the elite of
Tamale, started at about 8.00 a.m. Among the
organizers and leaders were the Gulkpe-Na,
Abdulai Bukari, Dakpema, Richard Alhassan,
Dr. Abubakari Al-Hassan, M.P. for Tamale, R.I.
Alhassan, M.P. for Tolon, O.S. Mahamoudou,
M.P. for Mion-Nanton, Alhaji Shanni Mahama
Yendi M.P. and Alhaji Ubrahim Mahamma, Presi-
dential candidate for the S.D.F. in the 1979 elec-
tions. At the Residency, the demonstartors, mostly
unemployed youths, uprooted flowers, broke
windows, and stole large quantities of milk, sugar,
rice, and toilet roll. Some who went into the
Regional Ministers house took away 12 sheep, 15
ducks, 2 goats, 4 guinea fowls, bicycles, cooking
utensils etc. In a nine-point resolution, the organi-
zers informed the Regional Minister about the
problem of frequent water shortages and electricity
failures in the capital town of the Northern Region

PETROL SHORTAGE IN ASHANTI AND
BEYOND

24 October, 1980.

Since 20 October Kumasi, other parts of Ashanti
and Brong Ahafo have been hit by petrol shortage.
This has almost paralysed transportation in the
two regions. Since this date long queues of vehicles
are seen at petrol filling stations. According to
petrol station owners, the cause of the shortage
may be traced to the irregular and inadequate
supplies of petroleum products from the Tema
refinery which, inturn, may be traced to the lack
of tankers for transporting fuel from Tema to
Ashanti and Brong Ahafo. Since 25 October,
however, a total of 30 tankers and 16 rail-tank
wagons have hauled petroleum products to i
Brong-Ahafo, Northern and Upper Regions

MYSTERY  OVER
25 October, 1980

AFRC ACCOUNTS

Special investigations cariied out into monies
collected by the dissolved Armed Forces Revolu-
tionary Council (AFRC) have failed to show how
much was exactly collected by the AFRC and how
much was paid by the AFRC to the P.N.P. admi-
nistration. According to investigations carried out
by the Ghanaian Times, it is clear that only a full

probe can unravel the mystery: for example,
as been Tound out'that fines were usually paid

in cash, but this was never properly accounted for.
Also fines paid in foreign exchange cannot be traced
in the Bank of Ghana. Itis not clear that the AFRC
formally handed over any monies to the P.N.P.
government when it came into power on 24 Sep-
tember 1979. The present government knows of
only about @23 million which was paidinto govern-
ment chest, though it was said that the AFRC had
collected about €830 million and paid all into
Government chest

BLOODY REVOLT NEXT TIME
27 October, 1980.

Flt.-Lt. J. J. Rawlings, Chairman of the erstwhile
AFRC, has warned that the next revolution in
Ghana would be a bloody one in which civilians
including journalists of the Daity Graphic might
lose their life. According to the Editor of the Dairy
Graphic, Mr. Addo Twum, on 23 October Flt.-
Lt. Rawlings visited the offices of the daily, accom-
panied by Mr. Fui Tsikata, an Accra lawyer.
Apparently, he had gone there to refute an official
statement which had implicated the two of them in
matters involving the arrest of a British Honduras
national who was alleged to have been involved in
certain endeavours aimed at overthrowing the
government. He was received by the Editor who
assured him that any comment he wished to make
on the official statement would be faithfully
reported. Rawlings on hearing this warned the
Editor that if hehas got his job as Editor back he
should be very careful because in the next revolu-
tion, thousands of civilians would die including
journalists of the Graphic. He later apologised to
the Editor.

It will be recalled that on or around 18 October
the police arested a British Honduras citizen,
Wilhelm Harrison, at the house of Flt.-Lt. Rawlings
for overstaying his visa. According to the police,
Buller arrived in the country on 2 February 1980
and continued to stay in the country after the expiry
of his 10-day residence permit. He is alleged to have
told the police that he is still in the country at the
request of Rawlings who had apparently asked him
to help organize, mobilize and train revolutionaries
in the country. He has been workingin close co-
operation, accordingto the report, with ex-Captain
Kojo Tsikata, Tsatsu Tsikata, Brigadier Arnold
Quainoo (rtd) and ex-Corporal Alex Dawtey.

IT PAYS TO
ADVERTISE
in the

Legon Observer
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