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TO
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
W - L L L S5
~EARL OF HILLSBOROUGH,

Firft Lord Commiffioner of the Board of Trade
and Plantations, and one of His Majefty’s
Moft Honourable Privy Council, &c. &e.

My L ORD,

THO UGH I might fafely

truft to your Lordfbip’s readi-

nefs to receive favourably what-
ever had the moff remote tendency to
the improvement of [o important a
trade, as that which makes the [ub-
Je€t of the following effays ; yet fhould
1 have found fome difficulty with my-
Jelf in prefenting them, had not the
State of the African trade been made
Juff now a matter of parliamentary
inquiry, and confequently afforded
me an opportunity in which with the
leaft impropriety I might addre/s your
lordfbip. el
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My firft intention was only to fet
forth the importance of the trade at
~szpe Appolonia, and the profpett
of its being greatly improved and en-
 larged by having a Fort at that place.
But, when this was done, my Lord,
there feemed to be a neceffity, in order
to complete the [ubjet?, to [ay Jorne-
thing of the ufe of forts in general,

and the advantage the publick re-

ceives from the trade carried on at
them. ~ This produced the fecond of
thefe effays, of which a part ap-
peared laft fummer in a periodical
work, mixt with things on other
ubjeéts 5 but as that performance
(fuch as it is) was my own, I thought
I had a right to turn it into the pre-
fent form. The inquiry concerning
the populoufnefs of Africa [prung
from the others 5 for baving propofed
an efablifbment which was to inlarge

-the [lave trade, one difficulty. feemed

to arife, namely, how that trade

 could " bear being  pufbed further,
gV o SR

- which,

¥

R R
which, even as it hitherto has been
carried ony is the aftonifbment of
every body.

In the fecond eflay, I hcw: con-
Jined myfelf principally to that cir-
cumflance which feemed moft wanting
an inguiry, to wit, the competition
between the captains of fhips and
the chiefs of forts. This compe-
tition removed, as furely it eafily
may, by expedients of a fuficiently
obvious nature, and which confe-
quently need not be pointed out by
me, the merchants trading to the
Gold Coaft, 1 believe, defire no further
alteration. - ,

The queftion, my Lord, if the
trade is now in a more flourifbing
Sate than it ever was in the time of
the Royal African Company, may be
very eafily decided. The affonifbing
increafe of the Guinea traders de-
mands for Woolens, and the manu-
Jattures of Manchefler and Birming-
bam 5 with the predigious exportatian

2 re
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to that country of corn Jpirits from
Englandy, and of vum from Americas
are of themfelves circumflances that
send very greatly to the anfwering
this queftion, But after all, my
Lord, if it be an eftablithed maxim,
that pesple in trade (efpecially in an
apen one) judge very well in matters
relative ta their own binter;{z’:,——-.a;d
if they approve of the [yftem under
fcjezbicb-ytbzﬁf tma’ej;s com'z’/z;&’ed,b there
is a flrong prefumption that it
is a gofl afiz s===ify Y Lord, this
be allowed, the prefent African
Jfiftems  meeds <m0 defence :  the
merchants trading to that country
bave wuniverfally given their [uf-
frages in Sfavour of it, and_ furely
it is @ fort of tyramny nat to let them
judge for, themfelves. That it may

“admit of amendments is not to .be

' denied, and what buman-inflitution
- is there that will not & Some, at
Aeaft fuch as I bumbly think will be
. amendments, are binted at in the

@llowiﬂg

AL

s be ]
Jollowing effays : but, for a few lirtle
defells in the prefent regulation to
Sfubovert the whole, would be lopping
@ limb on account of a [fcragch; ef-
pecially, as is preity openly avowed,
if there is a defign to fubflitute in
ats place the long exploded and ex-
ecrated projeé? of a Joint Stock
Company ; a project which is equally
20 be rejelted, whether we confider it
in theory, or appeal to experience.
The merchants concerned in the Gui-
nea trade are [atisfied with having
it in their power to trade dire&ly
with the blacks themfelves, and they
cannot be brougit to believe that the
~price of a commodity can ever be
lowered by increafing the number of
interventions in the purchafe of it.
And if, in fupport of our argument,
we appeal ro falks, what a croud pre-
Sent themfelves! Wil mot the fates
of the feveral Dutch, Danifby French

and Portugueze African companies,

determine entirely on this fide the

queftion @
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queftion @ But above all, my Lord,
to Jay nothing of frve or fix other Eng-

Jifb~ African companies Jucceffively

 formed and broke in the [pace of
eighty-feven years, the famous Royal

African company is the moft firiking
inflance. W ith all the powers that
the whole legiflature could give them,
swers which they exerted in the moft
mercilefs manner, by [eizing, co;zde.fnn-
ing or deftroying the [bips of private
adventurers, with noblemen of the firft
rank, and even with kings among
their direStors, who _ﬁretc/aea’ their
prerogatives in favour of this com-
pany 3. @ comparny, that after [pend-
ing millions of their own money, an
running in debt with the whole world,
the private adventurers were all along
able to overtrade in Guinea, and un-
derfell in the Weft-Indies. Zhe com-
pany, after dwindling upon a parlia-

" mentary allowance for fome years, was, .

at laft, with the bearty confent of the

nation in generaly and the African

' merchants

o

U

f v ]

smerchants in particular, diffokved. In
wain will be urged, that four bun-
dred thoufand guineas were, in a few
years, coined out of the gold imported
by them from Africa :——-it is incon-
teflably proved, as has been obferved
“in another place; by the Fournals of
the Houfe of Commons, that they
bought their gold too deary, and were
ruined long before the parliament
broke in wpon their charter.

But I fear I forget myfelf, and
am running that into a preface which
I begun as a dedication. Faéts, how-
ever, will be as acceptable to your
Lordfbip, in whatever [bape they ap-
pear, as the ufual fulfome flrain of o
mere dedication wonld be difgufiful.
The praife of an individual muft be of
very little confequence, amidft the ap-
Planfes of the whole commercial nation,
at the unwearied labours of the board
of trade and plantations : labours
Jo much increafed by the vaf? extent of
territory fallen to this country ; and

: in
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it feems as if your Lordfbip, and

your noble coadjutors, had determined

that the affiduity, to turn thefe glo=

. yious conquefts to the beft account,

fhould equal the valour by which they
were acquired. -

But I will now finifbs and cer-
zainly ought to blufb at detaining your

Lordfbip fo long, at a time whern
ot /bbagef the trade of the whole

world to confider, and that of fuch a

nation as Britain to fuperintend.
I | an,
My LORD,
Your Lordfbip’s mq/\i dbedients.

an devoted bumble [fervant,

@

John ‘ '\I—Iippiﬂey.

sy A Y

Populoufnefs of AFRICA.

: HILST the great increafe and
: high cultivation of the fugar
colonies in the Weft-Indies

have, for more than a century
paft, made the demand for Negroes fo ex-
tremely great, it has often been afked with
aftonifhment, how Africa has been able
to fupply them with fuch prodigious num-
bers, - For thefe eighty or an hundred
years paft, forty thoufand at leaft: have
been exported yearly by the Englh,
FErench, Portugueze, Dutch, Danes, and
North-Americans. They are dearer, in-
deed, upon the Coaft, from the number
of trading competitors, and the: increafe of*
their value in the Weft-Indies; but the

purchafes are ftill very quickly made, 'and
) Ll B ‘

{laves
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{laves feem quite as plenty as they were
twenty or thirty years ago. :
It is faid by hiftorians, and the writers

- in political arithmetick, that the blow

firuck by Ferdinand and Ifabella, and by
Philip the Third, in driving about a mil-
lion of Jews and Moors from the do-
minions of Spain, affe@s that kingdom
to this moment, though the firft expul-
fion took place fo long ago as the end of
the fifteenth century, and the other an
hundred and feventeen years after. Now,
if Spain, in near three centuries, has not
recovered of this wound, what fhall we
fay of a part of Africa, vaftly more ex-
tenfive indeed than Spain, but confift-
ing, as has been fuppofed, moftly of bar-
ren fands, and wide-fpread, uninhabit-
able deferts, that in lefs than a2 hundred
years has furnifhed the planters in the
Weft-Indies and America with four
millions of its inhabitants, and is at this
day fo little affected by thefe draughts, that
if double or treble that number fhould
be wanting in the fame length of time,
there is more than a fufficient fund to

fupply them, without the leaft danger of
* exhaufting the country? - ;
" To account for this, we muft compare
« the extent of the moft populous countries
_in Europe with that part of the continen%
: ' o

i §1

of Africa from which we get flaves.
This laft we know to be very great; but
for the notion of its interior regions being
full of barren waftes, inhabited only by
wild beafts, this is a mere vulgar error, de=
rived from the ancients, whq gave up the
whole torrid zone as uninhabitable. B
the accounts we have along the wetft fide
of Africa, from traders who out of all
difpute have come from the moft inland
parts, they are extremely well peopled,
and the country in general quite fruitful
and verdant. It lies, indeed, almoft en-
tirely in the torrid zone: but will that
be taken for a reafon, even if we had not
the above accounts, for its being thought
bare of inhabitants? Let us look to
thofe countries, both to the eaft and weft
of Africa, that lie in the fame latitudes.
Is the Mogu/ Empire, Siam, Sumatra, Fava,
Borneo, part of China, the Philippine
Hflands, and the other places in the Eaft-
Indies between the tropicks, thinly in-
habited? Was any place more ' populous
than Peru and Mexico before the Spani-
ards extirpated the natives ? yet does the
eqpinoé’cial line pafs direétly over the
middle of thefe countries. sl

.Our moft northern place . of traffick is
Senegal, the moft fouthern Angola, a coaft
Wthh, allowing for the indentations of the -

Bz . bays,
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bays, contains little lefs than four thou-
fand miles in length. Many of the flaves
brought to the different trading places
(cattered on this vaft extent of fea-fhore,

~ we have very fufficient reafon to conclude,

from the accounts of the black merchants
trading to the gold coaft, and often from
the colour of the flaves themfelves, -are
natives of nearly the utmoft extremities
of Africa. The defcriptions they give
of the drefs, perfons, and cuftoms of the
nations from which they come, or to
which they are near neighbours, agree
exa@ly with thofe of the Moors in Bar-
bary, and the back ‘parts of Tripoli; a
diftance fo prodigious from the gold coaft,
that we may from thence very reafonably
take for granted that great numbers of the
flaves purchafed at Angola are brought

from the interior parts of Ezbiopia, and

the borders of the Iudian Ocean. 'Thus
then, the fpace from which we draw
{laves, has an cxtent, along the fea, from
fixteen degrees north to about twelve
degrees fouth, and its inland boundaries
reach from the confines of Mount Atlas
to the back of Nuwbia, the head of the
Nile, and fo on to the Straits of Mozam-

" bique. :

I believe it will be very readily aﬂowed,
“that there never could have been fewer in-
\ & habitants

IS
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habitants in this tra& of country, being
at leaft three fourths of the whole conti-
nent of Africa, than in the Brisgfb Iflands,
Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France,
Spain and Portugal, which together make
fcarcely one fourth of Europe.

Now let us confider the very different
circumftances of Europe and Africa with
regard to the advantages and difadvantages
attending the propagation of the fpeciéso.

What numbers of both fexes in our
quarter of the globe are born, grow up,
and die without ever having children! How

‘many -Men abftain from marriage from

humour, a contemplative and philofophick
turn, love of retirement, an indolent or a
pleafurable difpofition! how many Wo-
men from coldnefs, caprice, coquetry, and
the not beingafked! The increafe of lux-
ury has always been a hindrance to mar-

-riage. The vain are unwilling ‘to abridge
-any part of the fumptuoufnefs of their ap-

pearance in the world, and if they cannot
figure as much after matrimony as before,
give up all thoughts of marrying at all.
The inconveniencies from indigent cir-

-cumftances, and the certainty of multi-

plying them by having children, prevent
Yaﬂ: numbers of both fexes from entering
into wedlock, and many others till very

.late‘ in life, The long abfence of hufbands

from
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from their wives on the account of trade,
to fay nothing of war, prevents the latter
from breeding as often as they otherwife
would. Debauchery cuts. off the very
fource of propagation in many, or at leaft
leaves their immediate offspring unfit to
continue their families. A ftate of fervi-
tude, in the parts of Europe I have men-
tioned, precludes the ftate of matrimony
to more than two hundred thoufand men,
and as many women,—for who will take
or keep a married fervant of either fex *—
But above all, religion, in the Roman Ca-
tholick countries, ftrikes the heavieft blow
at propagation. France, Germany, Italy,
Spain, and Portugal, contain five hundred
thoufand of each fex, who, if they were
allowed the privileges of a conjugal ftate,
would furnifh thofe countries yearly with

two millions of people.
Let us now take a view of Africa. There

we fhall find defire unchecked by the

dread of want ; there alone we fhall behold
nature unaffeCted by humour, -caprice,
or coquetry, taking its full fcope.——A
{olitary genius, a turn to f{peculation and
abftrafted ftudies, refolutions of chaftity
“from difappointed love, unmarried fervants,
Jong voyages, and religious vows, are all ut-

- terly unknown in thofe regions.—It may be

‘objected, .th__mj‘where there is no reftraint to

the

\

e ¥l

the indulgence of defire, conftitutions may

be fpoiled by a too exceflive ufe of certain

{prings ; but this by no means is {o likely

to happen’ to favage or unlettered people,

as to the inhabitants of the 7efined parts of

the world ; for, to the confufion of learn=

ing, ‘or at leaft what is called polite fludy,

the more exquifite fenfations are fharpened

by it. The imagination, enlivened by a

cultivated mind, figures to itfelf the ob-
jeéts of pleafure in fuch numerous, bright,
and attractive images, asnever prefent them-

felves to the thoughts of the vulgar. Sz-
tiety takes its natural courfe in thefe laft,

terminates their efforts, and fufpends the
indulgence of defire, till nature truly gives
it by having had a due time to recruit
itfelf. But far different is the courfe the
paffions take in the other cafe:—— there
defire fucceeds defire before nature gives
the regular warning; and yet, by the
powerful ftrugglings of an over-heated ima-
gination that can figure to itfelf a pleafure
even beyond what really exifts, the body is
brought, for a time at leaft, to obey the
fummons, over-aéts its powers, and pro-
Situtes itfelf, if I may fo fay, to the mind.
Thus, by the moft perverfe turn, the fa-
culties that, as it thould feem, were de-
ftined to fubdue the appetites, become pro-
vocatives to them, and inftead of regulating
3 3 the
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the fimple calls of nature, ferve, very often

at leaft, as the incentives to intemperate

luft.

This is the firft time, for aught I know
tfaat fentiment has been reckoned as ar;
hmflrancc to population; ~but I beljeve
there can be no doubt but it frequently is
an: Vthatl the Africans, thofe however aBou;
whom am writi
ot i 1tmg,‘ are‘ almoit totally

Neither are the fruits of promifcuous
lewdnefs fo bitter in that part of the world
as they. are in Europe, and .confequently
not {o hurtful to procreation. The Lues

Venerea 'fmd the Gonorrbea are indeed both
known in thofe countries of Africa we
are acquainted with; but their {ymptoms
are very mild, the infe&ion not fo comx
municable as. in our parts of the world:
and the cure vaftly more ‘eafy. The nas
tives think nothing of them, nor are they.

‘however carelefly managed, fcarcely cvz;
attended with rotten bones, or.an impaired

habit of body. The only medicine among -

thefe people for the Gonorrbea, and which -
always ‘(:\grrigs it off, is an infuﬁondov;g;fx}-l
rgtékmd vulnerary herbs; and the care of
the confirmed Tabes, if it deferves thar
 is effe@ted by a fri@ and warm
the houle, a rigid abftinence -

{oned animal food, and

| aking

[ o9 3

‘taking the decoftion of farfaparilla. The

farfa, [ fuppofe, was originaliy introduced
among them by fome European, as it does
not grow in Africa: its good effe@ts muft
however have been very manifeft for them
to have adopted the -prattice fo univerfally
among themfelves, that farfa is become an
article in- trade, is conftantly brought to
the Gold Coaft, fold to the traders there,
and carried to the inland parts of the
country *.

e € > Debauchery

* We might account for the mildnefs of the {fymptoms
in this diforder from the exceflive perfpiration, did not
the fame take place alfo in the Weft Indies, where the
fymptoms of the Lues Venerea are however, by what I
have heared, not quite fo fevere as in Europe. The true
reafon undoubtedly is, its not being a malady peculiar to
the climate ; for it has been obferved by phyficians, that
exatic diforders as well as plansts degenerate, and will in

_time die away. The Elephantiafis of the Greeks, and the

Leprofy of the Egyptians,, continued but a time in the
Weftern parts of Europe, and are now hardly ever feen.
The Venereal difeafe has alfo declined in its violerce of
{fymptoms in Europe, infomuch that Dr. Aftruc ventures to
prognofticate that in a courfe of years it will be totally
extirpated. —— This way of reafoning may appear fingular

- enough in the fubje& before us, it being generally agreed

to.now, that the Venereal difeafe in Europe was occafioned
by Columbus’s failors bringing the 2aws from America,
a cuticular diforder in that conntry, buf which changed its

appearance from the alteration of climate. Now the Yaws'

is as peculiar to Africa as it ever was to the Weft Indies :
how then fhall the Venereal difeafe, which owes its origin
to an endemic of Africa, be called a foreign one ? We
anfiver, By its entire variation of fymptoms ; a circumftance

altogether fufficient fo make us reckon it a new difeafe.
4 ; gy
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Debauchery in the pleafures of the table
has gained very little footing in Africa.
The people are remarkably negligent as to
the nature or condition of their food, nor
are they 4 whit more anxious about the
manner of dreffing it. With them, in the
vulgar phrafe, a belly-full is a belly-full.
Drinking, and that to excefs, prevails
among many of the negroes upon the coaft,
and a little way inland : but from the
quantity of {pirits imported in this country,
compared to the number of its inhabitants,
we may very reafonably conclude, that fome
millions of them never tafted a drop of
diftilled liquor during the whole courfe of
their lives. :

Luxury in drefs, building, furniture or
equipage, has not yet been introduced ;—
and the means of living in {o vaft, and in
general {o fruitful a country being therefore
very eafy, no man will be afraid of not

: having

An ro family carried from Guinea to Europe would
find their conftitutions quickly altered ; and if their de-
fcendants, after the fecond or third generation, were

removed to Guinea, they would feel every effet of that
climate in the fame manner, and be fubje@ to the fame -

diforders, as the ab origine Europeans. The Burgundy wine
tranfplanted to the Cape of Gaod Hope produced the fine
Cuozflantia avine, as different from Burgundy as -one wine
] ¢ from another.——Should the Cape vine be now

ted to France, the §rape of it wonld doubtlefs
a wine different both

X

rom the Burgundy or Con- -

gt
having it in his power to provide for a
family ; an anxiety which when once out of
queftion, we may always truft to natural
inclination for the reft *.

Neither does a ftate of flavery prevent
population, as it doubtlefs would in a
civilized part of the world, where liberty
is confidered in {o rapturous a light. A
man or woman of fenfibility,—that fenfi-
bility encreafed by refletion, and perhaps
ftudy, would, under the yoke of flavery,

be deaf to all the calls of inclination, and .

refufe giving being to wretches doomed to
inherit the mifery their parents feel in fo
exquifite a manner 4. But the idea of
flavery is different in Africa; for indepen-
dent of the almoft total abfence of keen
fenfations, the flaves of a family are con-
fidered as no unrefpectable part of it.

Scarce one of them is ever fold, unlefs for -

very great crimes I ; and then the reft of
‘ C 2 , his

* In every place whatever, where two people can live
conveniently, a marriage follows of courfe. Nature dif-
pofes fufficiently to this, where fhe is not ftopt by the

. dificulty of. a fubfiftence. Spirit of Laws, chap. x.

book 23.

+ Did not the women of America make themfelves
mifcarry to prevent their children having fuch cruel
mafters ? Spirit of Laws—from Gage's decount of the Spani/h
Weft Indies. :

I The flaves fhipped from Africa are almoft all pri-
foners taken in war, and brought by the inland traders

¢ to
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his fellows are confulted, and the cafe
exaétly laid before them. Should a mafter
do otherwife, and difpofe of one through
mere ill humour or avarice, he ftands in
danger of the reft running away from him.
Slaves alfo, if they have abilities, are -per-
mitted to make the moft of them; by
which they often become rich, and pur-
chafe flaves for themfelves. In this they
meet with no interruption, provided only
that they acknowledge their fubfervience

from time to time, and occafionally make

fome little prefents to their mafter and his
defcendants. Nor are the lefs opulent
flaves afraid of the burthen of a family, or
that their offspring may want the affiftance
fo abfolutely requifite in their infant and
tender ftate; it being a conflant obfer-
vation, in this as well as in every other
country where flavery is allowed, that the
mafters and miftreffes have almoft the fame
fondnefs for the children of their flaves

as for their own, and are equally careful

in the bringing them up : a circumftance
that ought to awaken our reverence of the
Divine Providence, which in the default of
parental love, or its inutility, fupplies the

; . want.

N,

g e’

1o the flave market-towns at the back of the Gold Coaft,
 where they are met at a certain day (genera!ly Wednef-

: negroes ;
- and from thefe are they bought by the white men. "
{5 ) Sl
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want by an adventitious affeGtion in one
totally unconneéted by the ties of blood to
the poor helplefs infant.

As to coquetry, platonifin, inappetency
and whim among women,---thefe will
fcarcely happen in‘a country where edu-
cation and elegance of thinking ‘never
found place; where the air is fo {oft, the
fun fo powerful, the thade fo voluptuous,
and the food, however fimple, of {o rich
and ftimulating a nature *.

The journeys made by the Africans are
feldom or ever beyond the limits of their
own countries, or juft to the confines of a
neighbouring one for the purpofes of trade,
never through curiofity, or for amufement;
and even then their wives generally ac-
company them ; fo that few children are
loft to thefe ftates by the abfence of huf-
bands from home. We may add here, that
child-birth is eafier throughout all thefe
countries than it is in Europe. ,

The wars are infinitely lefs bloody than
ours. Scarce any of the prifoners taken
in battle are put to death, but are almoft
all fold, and brought to fome part of the

. coaft. Polygamy

* The Chian pepper-is ufed in almoft every difh of the
negroes, and that in great quantities. Fifh, when to be

ot, is preferred to every other kind of food. Soups are
“1n great efteem, and thefe they fill with rich ftomachick
mucilaginous vegetables of various kinds.
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Polygamy is univerfally allowed through
Africa, and contributes vaftly to its popu-
loufnefs. It would, however, be hurtful
to that of Europe. Among us the num-
ber of males and females born is nearly
equal, or at leaft differs only fo much *
as about makes up for the multitudes of
the former cut off by war, fea-voyages,
and other cafualties attending their active
ftate. Polygamy muft in this cafe be
certainly - hurtful to population, for this
plain and common reafon, that ten wo-
men will not have fo many children by
one hufband, as they might by ten; and
if one man has ten wives, many others
muft go without any wives at all. But
Africa is very differently circumftanced :
and firft with regard to the'trade.

Of all the flaves fhipped from the coaft,
not a fixth part are women; confequently,
the number of that fex remaining in the
country, being greater than that of the
other, polygamy becomes neceffary. It
ought, however, to be confeffed, that

. this inequality, arifing from the trade, is '

not of itfelf fufficient to fhow the pro-
priety of polygamy’s being allowed in a
country, where fcarce any man of opu-
lence has lefs than two ‘or three wives,

A

* In the proportion of fourteen to thirteen. .

and
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and fome of them have many hundreds.
Some men muft be cut off by war : and the
male flaves fent from Africa, being five
or fix times more numerous than the fe-
males, is a mere trifle in explaining fuch
a cafe as this, where there is fuch a pro-
digious difference between the numbers
of wives and Abufbands. Here, therefore,
we muft have recourfe to another ar-
gument, if fo we may call what is
barely a recital of matter of fa&. From

the obfervations then of thofe Europeans

who have long refided on the feveral parts
of the African coaft, and up the rivers,

- of thofe who fo often vifit them on account

of trade, and by the ftricteft enquiries
from the inland merchants, it appears that
no man goes without a wife from a f{carcity
of women ; that the richeft men having
mariy wives, does not prevent the pooreft
having one or two; in thort, that an un-
married black man is feldom or ever feen.
The number of women muft, therefore,
exceed that of the men; nor are we to
look upon this as a fingular cafe, the
fame happening in fome places (exadly
under the fame latitudes as Africa) in the

Eaft-Indies *. ' Thus,

At Japan, Kempfer fays, there are more females born
males.. At Bantam, it is faid, there are ten girls
born for one boy.—See colle&tion of thofe voyages which
contributed
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Thus, of the many hindrances to popu-
lation in Europe, not one takes place in
Africa*. Now by the moft moderate cal-
culations, juft hinted at in the beginning
of this effay, a very {fmall part of Europef
though doubtlefs the moft populous, is pre-
vented having a yearly recruit of at leaft
three millions of people. It follows then,
that if a century ago, this fmall part of

! Europe,

contributed to the eftablifiment of the Dutch Eaft-India
company, Vol. I,

In fhort, this feems to be the cafe in all the fouthern
parts of Afia; and, in confequence, throughout all thefe
countries polygamy is allowed. On the contrary, in the
northern parts of that quarter of the globe, more males
than females are born, and particularly at Tibet the dif-
proportion is fo ‘great, that women are permitted to take
more hufbands than one. Du Halde's China.

* So great then are the advantages that attend the pro-
pagation of the fpecies in this country, that it fhould feem
there would be a fuperabundance of inhabitants, if the
{Tave trade did not take fo many off. - Certain it s, that in
many of the eaftern parts of Afia, the climate and other
circumftances are fo much’'more favourable than the foi!
that whilft the people: multiply, the famines deftroy. In
N this cafe is China ; there a father fells his daughters

and expofes his children. The fame caufes operate the

farqe effefts, according to Dampiere, at Tonquin.  So
fruitful are the women in. the Ifland of Formofa, that
they are not permitted to bring children into the World
till chey are thirty-five years old : before they have at-
tained that age, the prieftefs tramples upon their bellies
and makes them mifcarry.— See Vol. V. of voyages rela.
tive to the eftablifhment of the Dutch Eaft-India company.

Til}x_s» is mentioned, as we would, if poffible, render

flave trade lefs tervifying than at firlt fight it may

5
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Europe contained a5 many inhabitants
as almoft the whole continent of Africa,
(which I believe we may be pretty clear it
did not) the encreafe of the laft muft have
exceeded that of the other by an aftonith-
ing number. Think only of the difference
of three millions the firft year! Thefe
marrying early, their numbers would dou-
ble at the end of twenty years: what muft
the encreafe be, allowing however largely
for deaths, in a century? We will not
burthen this effay with fuch enormous cal-
culations. It appears at one glance, that
Africa not only can continue fupplying the
Weft-Indies in the quantities fhe has
hitherto, but, if neceflity required if, could

~ fpare thoufands, nay, millions more, and

go on doing the fame to the end of time.

I have not here taken upon me to de-
fend the flave trade, or offered any argu-
ments to fhew that it can be reconciled
to the feelings of humanity. T have only
endeavoured to fet in a clear light a fub-
je& which hitherto feems to have been
very little confidered, and to demonftrate
that we need not fear wanting a {ufficient
fupply of flaves from Africa, even though
the demands of our colonies fhould be-
come vaftly greater than they arc at pre-
fent. To declaim upon the horrors of
this trade would have been befide the
queftion, and, as far as 1 can fee, could

D have
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have anfwered no good purpofe; for the.

impoffibility of doing without flaves in
the Weft-Indies will always prevent this
traffick being dropped. The neceflity,
the abfolyte neceffity, then, of carrying it
on, muft, fince there is no other, be its
excufe. We would not, however, be
quite filent upon this occafion. A hint
will be forgiven by thofe who ds o# need
it, in confideration of thofe who (perbaps)
do. We hope then, it will be ever re-
membered_ zhar 1, traffick is in buman
creatures; that fenﬁbility, and deep re-
fleétion upon their {ad ftate, do not operate
very powerfully among the negroes; yet
are they not totally devoid of them ; that
certain ties there are, which, when broken,
affect even brutes; and that feeling, bodily
feeling at leaft, is the portion of every
thing that has life. Shall we then forget
that many of thefe Poor creatures, to fay
nothing of their common ‘misfortune, in
leaving their native country for ever, have
been torn from the woman, the child,
_ or the .parent that they loved? circum.
: ﬂanc_es of fo piteous a nature, as, inftead
of infpiring wanton cruelty, or  cold
negle®, fhould teach the white poffeffors
to foften the mifery of their condition by
every fafe and\reafonable indulgence that
their humanity ¢ fuggeft, and that the
nature of the cafe will admit,

ESSAY

E 5 50 A XY 11,
On the Trade at the Forts on the Gold Coafl.

HENEVER the circumftances of
the African trade h‘{a;cw{e be}e;n br(iugohﬂt:
carpet, one queition nhas alm

::lgr?ir’lca;lzlir ai‘lijfen, viz.q Whether the forts
were advantageous or bur_zjfzt/ to the trade in
general. Certain it is, if we had the{ex-
clufive poffeffion of the Gold Coaft, the ﬂExp--
porting of forts would be. an unneceflary
expence; but whilft foreigners have efta-
blithed them{elves in thi's manner, we were
under the neceffity of doing the fame, or ouctl'
trade muft have been greatly obftructed, an
in the end we fhould have feen it wrefted
out of our hands. It has been a conftant
and avowed maxim with the Dutch and
French, That wherever they had a fort, an
exclufive right belonged to them of c.‘ourﬁf.‘
Some have thought that ftationed: thips o ._
war would anfwer every purpofe of forts;
but, befides the objecion of the great nur;]l-
ber of fhips that would be requifite, the

vaftnefs of the experﬁce2 and the morta}llxéz; |




{ 2 ]
how could any inland communication be

held, or influence maintained, by means
of (hips relieved every fix or eight months,

and of which the commanders would -

fcarcely acquire much knowledge of the
difpofition and politicks of the natives; at
leaft, could not in thefe points be in any
degree upon a footing with the experienced
Dutch, and other foreigners, conftantly
refiding. in the country ? This expedient

has indeed been tried formerly upon the

Gum Coaft, and found utterly ineffeGual.
Our government fent two men of war to
the coaft, of fuperior force to the French,
to protect the merchant-thips; but the
_F rench, by virtue ofonefort only, and their
intereft derived from that eftablithment,
brought the traders under fuch fubjeion,
that they did not dare to carry off'any trade
to the Britith thipping, and their voyages
were ruined.—To this, perhaps, it may be
faid, that our influence is not Jo great upon

the Gold Coaft: but this would ill agree

with the captains frequent complaints of
. tbe‘?rgudzce their wvayages receive from the
great mfluence of the chiefs among the natives;

' —complaints which (not always from con- -

viction of their being well founded) have
induced the committee to lay very confi-

derable inhibitions upon the trade of their

- chiefs, and fometimes to difmifs them their
‘ . . feryice.
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fervice. Now, if, under fuch difficulties
and rifks, thefe chiefs really retain fuch
weight as to take the afcendant of the
thipping, what muft become of thefe laft,
thould the forts fall into the hands of fo-
reigners, who wonld undoubtedly exert all
their ftrength and artifice to prevent a fin-
gle flave, or ounce of gold, being carried
off to the thipping !—Buz why thefe que/-
tions upon the confequences of our jforts

Salling into the hands of foreigners 2 ls

there any fuch danger? 1 will not pretend
to fay there abfolutely is; but there have,
of late, fince the talk of building a fort at
Cape Appolonia, been many vehement and

pofitive affertions made againft our keeping

any forts at all. Thefe affertions, it is
true, being totally unfupported by reafon-
ing or fats, will not operate very power-
fully ; but they may prevent thefe fiup-
ports (as certainly the forts are) of the
African trade being attended to in fuch a

_manner as-the importance of* the cafe re-

quires.- ¢« If fuch a thing is done,—
< if fuch a regulation takes place, I will
¢ not fend a fhip. Build a2 new fort in-
¢¢ deed!—1I wifth the old ones were all
¢ deftroyed, or that the Dutch or the d--1

_ ¢ had them rather than us.”— Such has

been the way of talk among fome; how
contrary to reafon, is perhaps pretty clear
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by what we have already faid ; and we
hope to make it ftill more o in the courfe
of this eflay. We might indeed to thefe
rath fentiments oppofe the fenfe of the
whole body of the legiflature, who, as
often as they have taken the ftate of this
trade into confideration, have conftantly
decided for fupporting the forts, and even
for ere@ing new ones.

In 1693, and 1694, the committee re-
ported their opinion, that forts and caftles
are neceffary for carrying on and preferving
the trade to Africa.

When that trade was laid open in 1697,
,and the a&t renewed in 1712, the whole
legiflature declared zhat forts and caftles
were undoubtedly neceffary for -preferving,
better carrying on, and improving the trade
to Africa; and that it is neceffary that they
be maintained and enlarged upon the coaft.

In 1730 they refolved it neceflary to
keep and maintain the Britith forts and
fettlements, and to grant ten thoufand
pounds per annum to the company for

that purpofe. This was continued to the

- prefent committee of the company of

merchants trading to Africa, when the

“old company was diffolved in 1750; and
two years ago the fupply was enlarged
to thirteen thoufand pounds. )

The

i g

The complaint of the mafters of fhips,
and confequently of the owners, has been
againft the chiefs of the forts being allowed
to trade. But how without trade will thefe
men live upon the coaft ?—Salaries equal.
to fuch fervice, confidering the prefent fitu-
ation of money matters, could not be given ;
nor indeed would they anfwer the purpofe,

for it is principally from the trade the

chief makes that his influence among the
natives is derived. It is this that gives
weight to his interpofitions in the affairs
of the coaft; it is this that obliges him to
make himfelf of confequence; as the in-
creafe of his trade depends very much upon
his figure in the country. A falary even
equal to all he might get by trade would

* doubtlefs fatisfy szm: but what would be the

advantage to the fhzpping? Nothing. What

- to the Dutch? Immenfe. Circumfcribed, in

his views, to a ftated fum paid in England,
he would certainly not aim at popularity
among favages,—at leaft not- fo mych as
when his profpeéts of gain among them
were, as I may fay, indefinite. ~He would
live as moderately as he could, fave as
much of his falary as poffible, look from
his battlements and fee the trade pafs his
gates to go to the Dutch forts, be cold and

‘unfpirited in the affairs that are brought

before
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before him, as matters in which he has no
intereft, rail at a country in which he
can find no amufement, and quit it as foon
as his circumftances will permit, to bring
news home of ‘the vaft encreafe of trade
and power at the Dutch forts. Thus, in-
{tead of chiefs, who, from the nature of
their bufinefs, muft become mafters of
every thing relative to the coaft, and ca-
pable of being a@ive and ufeful in the
general trade, and watchful againft the
“encroachments of foreigners, we thould
have a fucceffion of ignorant and indolent
men, who would naturally be indifpofed
to attend any bufinefs beyond the limits
of their walls; and the. forts, under fuch
circumftances, might certainly as well be
_abandoned.

If then the chiefs muft be allowed to
trade, fay thele gentlemén, it ought how-
ever to be only with the [bipping, and by
no means fbould they be permitted to Jend
a fingle flave from the coaft upon their own
accounts. 'Thefe chiefs, fay they, without
any expence of vaflals, mens wages, weat
 and tear, infurance, He. have a houfe,

‘falary and fervants allowed them ;- they
muft therefore out-trade us, as they can
afford to give greater prices for {laves than
we. In anfwer to this it may be faid, that

s
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the falary and other little emoluments *
4t a fort are but moderate confiderations
for living in fuch a country as Guinea; fo
moderate that they are not even fufficient
for a decent fubfiftence. What then are
the fuperior advantages of the chiefs ? If
thcy have veffels of their own, they are
then at the fame charge as other traders.
If they fend flaves by the veflels of others,
the expence is ftill greater, for there is
a profit doubtlefs in taking negroes on
fr‘e.lght. If they buy flaves to fell again
on the coaft, they cannot be fuppofec‘i) to
give greater prices than the thipping, as,
in that cafe, they muft lofe by their trade.
The mafters of fhips indeed give five and
twenty fhillings fterling 4 more for a flave

~ to a white man than they #fually will to

the blacks ; yet this advance is very in-
confiderable, when the circumftances are
corx‘ﬁdcred that attend the keeping of frefh-
bought flaves for fale ;--fuch as the charge

for faod, and oftentimes medicine, and the

accidents of /fofi of fight, lamenefs, madnefs,

‘and, not unfrequently, death. Six or feven

per cent. would be but a fhort allowance

fbr all thefe: and then, what a vaft num-

E ber

i :
&geﬁzﬁm l<,)0 Z. per annum fterling, falary and perquifites.
‘1 Eight ackies flave price.




[ 26 ]
ber of flaves muft a chief buy to clear only
two or three hundred pounds a year! The
calculation is eafily made, and therefore
thall not fwell this effay.

But, fay the captains, the influence of
the chiefs among the negroes, and the in-
convenience, and oftentimes danger the
black traders fuffer in fending their flaves
off, and bringing their goods afhore, in
fuch rough feas, muft give great advan-
tages to the chiefs.

With regard to the influence of the
chiefs, it might indeed take place, was not
the Gold-Coaft trade carried on almoft
entirely by the Fantees, a people exceed-
ingly intelligent and tenacious of their
rights ;---infomuch, that they would laugh
in a perfon’s face who fhould tell them,
That by an Englifb aét of parliament they
bave liberty “to trade with whom they think
proper. It is a liberty they have conflantly
taken, as the undoubted right of a free
people; /o free, that upon the {lighteft
difgufts they often make very free with the
chiefs themfelves. Here it may be afked
perhaps, Why, if there is fo little influence,
we keep forts in the Fantee country ? We
“anfwer, Merely becaufe the Dutch do, who,
if we were away, would find it worth their
while af any expence to oppofe the inde-

_ pendence of the Fantees,--an independence
1 ¢« +  which

S
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which hitherto thefe negroes have pre-
ferved by the jarring interefts of the Euro-
eans fettled among them.

As to the rifk being lefs by trading on
thore, whoever has been in Guinea muft
know, that however fpecious this remark
may feem, it has not the leaft foundation
in fa& ; for mot to mention that: the ma-
fters of thips generally keep faétories on fhore
at the principal trading-places, the negroes
have always a tendency to give the pre-
ference of their trade to the fhipping ; in-
fomuch, that they will wait many days in
the towns under the forts, if the fea hap-
pens to be rough, and at laft run all rifks
rather than not let the captains have the
refufal of their flaves. This is {o true, not
only in trade, but even in the article of
provifion for the table, that it has been a

- conftant obfervation every where upon the

Gold Coaft, and particularly at Annamaboe,
that fcarce a fheep, fowl, or duck, is ever
offered on fhore for fale till it has been the
whole round of fhipping in the road, and
brought ‘back fca-fick and half drowned
with falt water. %
The reafon is plain. The negroes, with
a certainty of at leaft an equal price, are
ftrongly perfuaded that they thall have better
goods from the fhipping than out of the
warehoufes in the forts, it feldom or ever
B2 happening
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happening but there are ‘many, ordinary
pieces of goods in thofe warehoufes, (or-
dinary from lying long, and. being often
in the negroes hands) which the chiefs
muft get rid of; or lofe by their trade;
whereas, every piece on board the thips. is
equally freth and new. Add to this, that
the black traders arc often in debt to the

chiefs, who, to live with any degree- of

quictnefs, are under the neceffity of truft-
ing them, and that pretty largely. This
alone would account for their fhunning the
forts, if, there was no other reafon.

Under {o many difadvantages, therefore,
it is almoft impoffible for a fettler on, the
Cold Coaft, at lealt in a fort, to make a-
fortune ; and, in fact, very flender fortunes -
have been made ; lefs by far, than (in equal
periods of time) in any other of our co-
lonies. ‘This is fo well known for a truth,
by every one acquainted with the affairs
of Guinea, and with thofe chiefs who have
left the eoaft within thefe laft. fifteen or
twenty years, that there need no. parti-
- cular proofs to be brought of it.

. Thefe chiefs however are confidered, as.
fuch formidable. opponents, that upon. the
- prefumption of their trading at greater .
. advantages. than the fhipping, they are’
from time to time threatened with an.ab-

S Jolute, prabibition. of ﬁfigbﬂiﬂg\;ﬂvgw.s Jrom.. |

'\ the
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the coaft,~~-the confequence of which re-
mains to be confidered.

. If a chief is not permitted to fend fome
part at leaft of his flaves to the Weft~In-
dies, what fhall he do with fuch as the
captains do not chufe to buy ? Let him be
ever {o careful in his purchafes, he muft
ftill lay his account in having fome of his
flaves reje¢ted. By confinement in a fort,
by the alteration perhaps of food, and other
circumftances, they, in a little time, look
worfe than when firft bought. Befides
this, people differ in their ideas of ftrength,
fymmetry, and other qualities of a flave ;

‘ and when a lot of flaves has been blown

upon by one captain, it would be an af-
front to offer them to another ; and with
French, Dutch, and Daneés, he is forbidden
to trade on pain of being fuperfeded. There
was a refource left when he could freight
to the. Weft-Indies fuch as would not fell 5
but this cut off, he is no longer upon juft
footing with the captains ; he is deprived
of that equality, which in the opinion of
every one, but the illiberal and felfifh, is fo
effential to the proper carrying on of trade.

He muft quit the trade, or be ruined.

A prohibition  therefore of this kind
amounts, to a prohibition of all trade what-
ever at the forts; and how very hurtful

t y : to
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to the fhipping this muft be,"a very little
time would thew.

We have in the beginning of this eflay
ventured to afiert, that if the chicfs of
forts are not permitted to trade, we may
as well at once abandon them. They af-
furedly are not only marks of pofiefiion to
the Englifh, but contribute vaftly to the
encreafe of the trade in general. Being
filled by men of property and experience,

fo many channels of trade are kept-open -

in the abfence of thipping, as is of the
utmoft confequence to them. Confiderable
lots of flaves are ready for them, -and pre-
vent a delay, which muft unavoidably
happen if the captains are under the ne-

ceffity 6f making their purchafe by the'

tedious method of a flave or two at a
time from fuch dilatory creatures as the
. negroes. ‘ "

If it be a maxim in trade in general,
that expedition'is the life of bufinefs, it is
eculiarly fo in that of Guinea, where mor-
tality and ficknefs are of fuch infinite
weight. To debar the forts from trading -
is therefore precluding the thipping the -
only: ,gxi‘_’eﬂiéht-for preventing this delay; -

and, what is worfe, the channels of trade

to the Englith forts being ftopped, they °
- will naturally turn to the Dutch and Da- -

nifh ; the officers of which, by our defift-
) : \ " ing,
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ing, would be fpirited to pufh their j
reft in the country with thepgreater triglgltﬁ'.
And thus the confequence of this meafure
will be, that inftead of buying a vaft num-

- ber of flaves from Englithmen, the cap-

tai_ns mutit have them from foreigners, who
being under no reftriction, will in’ﬁﬁ 01;
far greater advancements of price than are
ufual among us; and our forts, no longer
then the refpe@ted refidences of menbof'

property and charader, will become the

habitations of a fet of wretche
: >hes wh
be driven to.defperation to live in gti?nl::{:
upon ghe miferable terms of a ftinted and
.prccarlous._fubﬁﬁence. Forts that can be
of no fervice to 'the traders ; muft there-
folx:ebl.)eaa ft}fClc(S burthen to the ftate, and
a lubject of contempt and ridi .
ropeans and nat‘ivesl.) it -'ll i
3 v';The {um of all that has been faid is
2 1. Thatforts are abfolutelyncceﬂ‘ary,u ~
on: the coaft of Guinea; to preferve and eg
creafe the trade of the fhipping. 016"
thz. ;I_'h;tt the forts will be of no ufe, if
e ’ e |
tl-adec. uefs of tht-:m a{re nv‘ot permitted to
3- That the falaries and other '
: emolu-
g:n;s iqf tlh; cl:i;efs, being barely fuﬂic?elxllt
or a livelihood, ¢ '
out-trade the ,fhippiz:lngl?m e e
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to the fhipping this muft be, a very little

time would fhew. : :

We have in the beginning of this eflay
ventured to afiert, that if the chiefs of
forts are not permitted to trade, we may
as well at once abandon them. They af-
furedly are not only marks of pofiefiion to
the Englifh, but contribute vaftly to the
encreafe of the trade in general. Being
filled by men of property and experience,

fo many channels of trade are kept- open

in the abfence of thipping, as is of the
utmoft confequence to them. Confiderable
lots of flaves are ready for them, -and pre-
vent a delay, which muft unavoidably
happeh if the captains are under the ne-

ceffity 6f making their purchafe by the: :

tedious method of a flave or two at a
time from fuch dilatory creatures as the
- negroes. i, B

If it be a maxim in trade in general,
that expedition'is the life of bufinefs, it is
peculiarly fo in that of Guinea, where mor- -
tality and ficknefs are of fuch infinite
weight. To debar the forts from trading -

is therefore ‘precluding the thipping the

only expedient for preventing this delay; -

and, what is worfe, the channels of trade

to the Englith forts being ftopped, they °

~will naturally turn to the Dutch and Da-
oo nim; the officers pf ‘which, by our defift-
* 4ol "- U : ing’
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ing,. would be fpirited to puth their inte-
reft in the country with the greater vigour
And thus the confequence of this meafure
will be, that inftead of buying a vaft nup-

. ber of flaves from Englifhmen, the cap-

tains muft have them from foreigners, who
being under no reftriction, will infift on
far greater advancements of price than are
ufual among us; and our forts, no longer

:-then the refpe@ed refidences of men of
‘property and chara&er, will become the

habitgtions of a fet of wretches who muit
be driven to defperation to live.in Guinea
upon fhe miferable terms of a ftinted and
‘precarious. {ubfiftence. Forts that cap be
of no fervice to ‘the traders ; muft there-
fore be a ufelefs burthen to the ftate, and

.2 fubjec of contemipt and ridicule for Egy-

ropeans and natives. |
-« The fum of all that has been faid is,

- o 1. That forts are abfolutelyn’eccffary up-~

on: the coaft of Guinea; to preferve and en-

creafe the trade of the‘fhippin'g. ‘ 1

2. That the forts will be of L
n [ no _ufe, if
tr:d e<ihxc:fs of tht?m are n‘ot permitted to

3- That the falaries and other lu-
}neqtg of the chiefs, being barely fucfﬁnz:?elxl]t
or a livelihood, cannot enable them to
out-trade the thipping. '
R

S TS

" 4. That
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4. That the flaves being fent off by the
chiefs own veflels, thefe chiefs are at equal
charges with other owners.

o 5. That being fent by the veflels of
others, the flaves are even dearer to them
than going by their own, as there is a pro-
fit in the freight, which profit is paid by
the freighter.

6. That if the chiefs buy to fell again
on the coaft, they not only are nof rivals

2o the maflers of fhips, but are really zbeir

Jaétors, and that too for wery moderate
commiffions. - . ; :

7. That to prohibit them fending flaves
on freight is tantamount to an abfolute pro-
hibition of all trade whatever, at the forts ;
and : B LV e P :

- 8. That fuch a prohibition muft fling
vaft trade into the hands of foreigners, dif-
trefs the Englifh, render the forts not on-
ly ufelefs but contemptible, lengthen the
voyages, and, in every refpet, leffen the
profits of the fhipping. .~ o

+
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On the Neceffity of ereiting a Fort at Cape
Appolonia.

N the foregoing effay it having been
proved, not only that the forts are ne-
ceffary to be kept up as marks of poffef-
fion, but, if the trade at them is ftopped,
that the fhipping will alfo be exceedingly

“injured, if, not ruined, in theirs;—it fol-

lows, that if there isa place upon the Gold
Coaft of greater confequence than any of
thofe where we at prefent have fettlements,
we fhould, without lofs of time, begin to
build, if the natives give a proper invita-

. tion, and there be the leaft danger of the

Dutch preventing -us; to fay nothing of
the French, who, for more than halfa cen-

b tury, have been fecking an eftablithment

upon the Gold Coaft, and will {pare nei-
ther expence nor labour, if, by our con-
tentions with the Dutch, they find the leaft -
open  to fix themfelves.

. But_the danger, now immediately im-

pending, is from the Dutch; a people in
e o . whom
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whom feems riveted a conftitutional enmi-
ty to the Englith. Whatever phlegm they
may derive from the air of Holland, they
have ftill poffeffed a very enterprizing ge-
nius whenéver the profpe& of gain lay be-
fore them. Perhaps indeed to that phlegm
they owe the perfeverance which carries
men ' through fuch attempts as would
quickly difcourage thofe who have only
vivacity and fire to fupport them. Nor
“are the Dutch devoid of thefe laft-men-

tioned qualities when they get into the -

equinoctial countries. The warmth and
lightnefs of the ‘air give an adventitious
alacrity, which produces many whimfical
and aukward effects. The very idea of a
Jprightly Dutchman carries ridicule in it-
felf. Well were it, if this ridicule was
all their neighbours had to contemplate in
‘them. But the fame climate feems alfo to
give thefe men an arrogance, and a more
actively-mifchievous difpofition than ap-
pears when they are in the northern parts
of the world. If Afia had not been the
theatre where thefe bloody performers
_have exhibited themfelves in fo confpicu-
ous a manner, Africa alone could have
produced inftances enough of their en-
.~ croaching and mercilefs genius. We fhall
- Dot enter into a detail of thefe, but a few
TS e ~will
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~ the moft vigorous refiftance.

will be neceflary forsthc introdution of
our fubje&.

Before: king Charles’s firft Dutch war,
the violences committed by the Dutch,
even in time of full peace, are hardly to be
credited. Not only a vaft number of the
Englith thipping was feized, but a price
fet on the lives of the Englith refiding in
the country. Volkenburgh, General of
Elmina, offered two ounces of gold for
every Englithman’s head the negroes would
bring him.—When the war broke out,
(principally in confequence of thefe out-
rages) De Rhuyter, the admiral, carried iton
in the fleady fanguinary manner ufual with
his nation.—With nothing to oppofe him
in Guinea, he fhewed the fame animofity
and refentful {pirit, as if he had met with
At Tacco-
rary, the guns of which were not of fize
to reach his fleet, he levelled the fort to
the ground, landed his men, and put all
the Englith to the fword. This how-
ever was in time of actual war; but the
Dutch have been as little fcrupulous when
we were not only at peace with them,
but in the clofeft alliance againft the
French. Nt

In the year 1698 they deftroyed our

.caftle at Succondee, murdered fome of the

F 2 ‘ white
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white men, and ufed the reft in the moft
cruel manner.

In 1706 they did the fame at Taccorary
out of mere wantonnefs, for they had
themfelves abandoned it, after it was
conquered by De Rhuyter, and it had fuc-
ceflively been afterwards in the hands of
the Swedes, Danes, Brandenburghers and
us. Nor had we any other advantage in
it but that of getting thells, to make into
lime for the repair of our forts. Yet was
this fufficient to make them murder and
imprifon the white men, and burn the
town to the ground.

In 1750 they raifed a war at Dixcove
againtt the Englifh, and avowedly fupplied
our enemies with ammunition from their
fort of Boutry, lying about four miles to
the eaftward of Dixcove; feized our
canoes going with fupplies; imprifoned
our people, and murdered one white man,
at leaft looked on whilft the negroes did
it. Had it not been for the providential
arrival of a French veflel from Nantes,
commanded by one captain Wall, the
fort would inevitably have been taken,
and every man maflacred. The garrifon

as reduced, after a fiege of fome months,
to their laft barrel of powder. T he blacks
and Dutch (for the chief of Boutry was
himfelf at their head) knew this diftrefs,

) 3 and
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and were preparing to give the affault
next day, when the veflel came-to between
the Englith and Dutch roads. A canoe
with a letter from the chief of Boutry
was immediately aboard, defiring to pur-
chafe all the provifion, guns, powder, and
ball that could be fpared, and begging
that the furgeon might come and drefs
fome men, who had been wounded the day
before in an engagement. The cnpmih
fent an anfwer to this purpofe. ¢ That
«« he had obferved, as he was coming
< into the road, that the fort. of Dix-
« cove was attacked by the great num-
ber of armed negroes near it, and
the cannon from time to time being
£ o
difcharged from the ramparts: that
this requeft for arms and ammunition
gave him to underftand, the Dutch
were alfo concerned and leagued in this
 attack with the negroes: that what-
ever his conne&ions were as commander
of a French fhip, and his duty to his
owners as dealing in the very articles
{pecified in the letter, yet muft he beg
to be excufed from furnithing them,
or even from fending his furgeon upon
fuch an occafion, ’till he had heared
from the Englith commander at Dix-
cove : that, in fhort, he was an
Irifhman, and as fuch (efpecially as
¢ peace

5
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¢ peace fubfifted between France and

England) fhould look upon himfelf as

guilty of parricide if he fupplied the

Dutch with means to deftroy thofe
«« whom, as long as he lived, he fhould
¢ Jook upon as his countrymen."‘ ;

By the time he difpatched. this noble
anfwer, the Englith canoe was aboard_, the
captain went afhore, and plenty quickly
took place of the moft diftrefsful want at
Digcove. The fiege was foon after raifed.
Qur intereft in the country, ho'wcver,,
droped entirely. The town under Dixcove,
burnt in the courfe of the fiege, has never
been tolerably rebuilt; and at Suécondee,,
where we alfo have a fort, or rather the

ruins of one, we have a town confifting of -

at moft forty negroes.
Thus theK thge whole windward part of

"the Gold Coaft (viz. from Commenda to

Axim) is poffeffed by the Dutch ; and their

- t
influence inland is alfo very great,---ours

nothing.---Even our right at Atchuma,

a village a few miles to windward of Dix-
cove, which we never made any other
ufe of than to get thells and lime-ftone
at, for the repair of our forts,' the Dutch
have for fome years difputed with us; and
of late, as Mr. Bell * writes, - have ab-

» folutely -

Late governor of Cape-Coal Caftle.
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folutely infifted upon our abandoning our
pretenfions to, though we have exercifed
every kind of authority there time out of
mind, and tho’ the caboceer (or head man)
has always acknowledged himfelf an Eng-
lith fubje®, receives our pay, and de-~
clares he will quit his country for ever,
rather than fubmit to the Dutch. Our
weaknefs in fhort is fuch, throughout all
thefe parts of Guinea, that even againft
this flagrant and infolent attack upon the
natural right of the inhabitants, and our
long-eftablifhed privileges, we can oppofe
nothing' but protefls upon the coaft, and
appeals in Europe, the firt of which the
Dutch laugh at, and the others are treated
with coldnefs and neglec.

However derogatory to our honour, and
hurtful to our intereft, it may be to yield
this point to the Dutch; they are now
endeavouring to ftrike another ftroke,
which will affe&t both in the moft fenfible
manner. ‘This is nothing lefs than to get

. the trade of Cape Appolonia into their own

hands, and confequently to exclude us,
and all other nations.

This place lies nine leagues to windward

~ of the firft European fettlement we come

to on the Gold Coaft, viz. the Dutch fort
St. Anthony, at Axim, and has always
been remarkable for its plenty of gold.

. Every
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Every nation comes in for 2 thare; and
the Englith often owe the finithing their
{lave trade at Annamaboe to the gold they
get at this place: for it need not be men-
tioned, that gold is no longer -confidered
by the negroes in the carelefs light it was
when the Europeans firft traded with
them. They have long found its import-
ance; and it is become as precious among
them as with us, for this plain reafon,
that every neceffary and indulgence are as
readily purchafed with it in Guinea, asin
our parts of the world.

Such is the importance of the trade of
Cape Appolonia to the Englith, that it is
the only place where they can depend on
getting gold, on (what is now fo impro-
perly called) the Gold Coafl.

The Portugueze are alfo prodigioufly
advantaged by it, and never fail ftopping
unlefs driven paft it by the current in the
night. Ina day’s time a Portugueze will
{ell four or five hundred rolls of tobacco,
at an ounce of ‘gold per roll.  This I have
been told by the Dutch themfelves; and
they never failed at thofe times exprefling
their concern and indignation at the Por-
tugueze daring (fuch was their word) to
do this ; for it is to be obferved, that the
Dutch Settlements are maintained almoft
entirely by the tobacco, paidin toll by the
: _ Portugueze

. 7 S

Portugueze at Elmina; and fuch quanti-
ties of that commodity, fold fo near the
forts, and doubtlefs circulated all along
the country at the back of them, sl
be exceedingly hurtful to the Dutch.
This has at all times made the General of
Elmina, and the chief of Axim, (who
generally is the fecond officer upon the
coaft) look with very jealous eyes upon
Cape Appolonia. Not this alone, .but
the trade made by other nations, is fuffici-
ently offenfive to them ; as, could it once
be ﬁgpt there, it muft of courfe center
at Axim. Even the fhips of their own
country the company’s officers confider
as encroachers upon this occafion, and
call them indeed by no other name than
anterlopers.

Influenced by thefe reafons, the leaft
of: which would be fufficiently cogent
th‘h fpch felfith people as the Dutch, ?hcy
have 1«_3ught every opportunity to deftroy
Amoqlah, caboceer (or rather king) of
Cape Appolonia. 5

This man is reckoned the richeft in
gold throughout all Guinea, and his fpirit
for trade is equal to his wealth. "His
extreme civility, and even benevolence to
Mr. Stockwell, who, when he was fuper:
feded at Cape Coaft, went there to fettle
have been much fpoke of. Amecniah no;.

only
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only gave him ground for his defigned
fort, but in a manner refigned his own
houfe to kim. Mr. Stockwell has told the
author of this effay, that during his ftay
there his expence was cxtrgmely_ fma_.ll,
the generous Amoniah fupplying him with
almoft every thing ; and when he left the
place, (unequal, as he might have forefeen,
to the bufinefs of building a caftle with a
capital of lefs than three thoufand pounds)
Amoniah wifhed him fuccefs in his under-
takings, affured him he thould at any time
be welcome to return, and might com-
mand him and his as he had done befo_re.
The Dutch were not a little rmortlﬁ'cd
at this; for thefe gentlemen never forgive
a negro caboceer, who does any _ferv1ce,
or fhews any civility, to an Englifhman.
I do not however pretend to _fay, that this
gave birth to the prefent affair: I.t has a
much older origin, the Dutch having long
meditated the eftablifhing themfelves at
this place by the conqueft of it. Elevated
by the almoft exclufive poffeflion of a
country extending from Commenda to
Axim, and the infignificant and powerlefs
forts of the Englith at only two pl.accs in
this tra®, (viz. Succondee and Dixcove)
the lucrative {pot of Cape Appolonia could

not but excite their ambition and avarice ; -

fituated, as it was, in their reach, anq fo
convenient
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_convenient to be attacked from Axim.
The low condition of the Weft-India com-
pany, * and fome dread of fuch a power as

iy 2 ours,

* The Weft-India company which fubfifts at prefent,
is not the fame that formerly made fo great a figure in
the world, were mafters of Brazil, and the {fcourge of the
Spaniards ; but another company ereted on the ruin of
that, in the year 1674, into which the proprietors of the
old Weft-Indian company were indeed admitted, but ad-
mitted upon fuch terms, as fhowed plainly enough how
low they were fallen, and how near becoming bankrupts;
for they were allowed z0 mcre than fifteen per cent. in the
qew capital ; thatis to fay, if amemberof the old Wett-
India company was pofiefled of a hundred florins in pro-
perty, it gave him a title to no more than fiftcen florins in
the new ftock; neither could they think this hard, fince
fome of their creditors bore a great proportion in the lofs.
Thofe that had lent money upon the ftock, had no more
than thirty per cent. allowed them; but as to the fair credi-
tors, with whom the company had run in debt for the fup-
ort of their commerce, they had the¢ir demands converted
anto ftock at par ; fo that the proprictors of the new com-
pany were three different forts of people, in favour of
whom the republick granted all the privileges and emolu-
ments which the old company had enjoyed ; and they
entered likewifc into the poffeflion of all the fortreffes and
colonies which belonged to the fame old company.

Thhe affairs of this new company were managed, as they
fill are, by direors, as thofe of the Eaft-India company ;
and though by feveral calls. they raifed confiderable fums
of money, and carried on their trade with tolerable fpirit
for fome years, yet they could never retricve their affairs,
but have been always endeavouring to unite themfelves to
the Eaft-India company, as the only means left for pre-
ferving cheir fettlements in Africa, and the Weft-Indies.
As for Surinam, there is a particular company eftablifhed for
the management of its commerce ; and the trade to Cura-
cuoe is managed by private perfons, who pay the company

tor
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ours, which, however weak among the
Blacks, gave law upon the ocean, prevented
their beginning till now; now I fay, that
a long, expenfive, and bloody war, will, as
they think, make us lefs impatient ur;ldc_.r
their

for their licences, and a fmall duty on all the goods ex-
ported or imported. See Harris’s Voyages. 1
The trade within thefe fourteen years has been laid
open, and the Dutch drive a large and beneficial trafiick
to that gart of the world, /o that the nation in gmfm/ JSuf
Sars wery little, if any thirg, by the company’s beng in a loay
condition ; which, in all probability, is the true caufe,
why the republick is at fo little pains to recover or reftore
the affairs of that company, and, perhaps, would be glad
to fee it united to that of the Eaft-India, as a means, and
indeed the only means, of reviving and fupporting the {lave
trade. There was a probability of feeing this accom-
plifhed, upon the propofal made by the Wcft-India com~-
pany for the purpofe in 1714, when they made it ap-
pear that their funds amounted to near 150,000 florins a
year, exclufive of a legal demand they have upon the

crown of Portugal for a large fum’ of money ; but fince

that time the affair {eems to have been no more thought of,
nor is itat all likely that it will hereafter be brought to a
conclufion. Upon the whole, therefore, we have very
good reafon to fuppofe, that as their affairs now ltand,
the Dutch will never make any great progrefs in this
part of the world’; for except their colenies upon the
continent, they have none that are either capable of being
~improved or extended, Sez a5 above. y
Their forts in Africa are, however, better maintained
than ours, as indeed well they may, confidering that the
fum allowed by our parliament does not amount to much
more than a third of the income of the Dutch Weft-India
compsany. So inconfiderable indeed is our ftipend, that it

is rather to be wondered at how the committce have been °

able to keep one ftone upon-another, than how it happens
that the forts are not in a ' formidable and flourithing
conditien.

\
\
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their infults than we might have been at
another jun&ure. To this may be added
the accidental circumftances of the prefent
chief of Axim’s abilities, temper, con-
nections and influénce. This man is of a
family that has given ‘many magiftrates of
great rank to the flates, a family that has
ever been remarkable for its pertinacious
oppofition to the princes of Orange, and
(as wfual with the Amfterdamers) its pe-
culiar enmity to the Englith. He inhe-
rited the turn of his anceftors, and was fo
little upon his guard in the “difplay of it,
that he loft, as it is faid, a cornecy of horfe,
which was in the Princefs Gouvernante’s
gift, and all future hopes of promotion in
t_he army, in which he was a cadet, by the
liberties he gave his tongue. Finding
Europe no proper theatre for his talents,
he had intereft enough to go out fecond in
rank upon the coaft of Guinea. The ge-
neral died two months after his arri\?al,
and this gentleman, in confequence, became
Prefident of the Council, and fupreme di-
re€tor, ad interim,  for the Dutch affairs.
H'e was fcarce warm in his feat, when
(viz. in the year 1759) he fuffered him-
felf to enter into an open war with the
quliﬂl at Commenda, on account of an old
difpute about the landing-place. The
event was difgraceful to him. After a

fierce
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fierce  cannonade for near a fortnight, be~
tween two forts which are not at a greater
diftance than mufket-fhot, theDutch agreed
to reafonable terms ; and, by an inftrument
figned by the prefident and the whele
council, the point in difpute was fettled to
the entire fatisfaction of the Englifh.

A new General coming out, this gentleman
returned to his old fration of fecond perfon
upon the coaft, and accepted the com-
mand of the fort at Axim. There he had
not been long, when, by a little quarrel
with Amoniah, he found an opportunity
of indulging his enterprizing difpofition,
by putting in execution the long-fufpended
defigns againft Cape -Appolonia. A war
was entered upon, the latter end of the
year 1761, and, in a little time becoming

very expenfive, the General remonftrated -

againft it; but the Chief of Axim, whofe
abilities are very fhining in what relates to
ftyle, and the putting a good face upon
any caufe, had addrefs enough to fatisfy the
General, (as indeed well he might, con-
fidering how amply the Dutch will be re-
imburied by poflefling themfelves of this

rich trading fpot) and to engage him and

the council fo deep in the affair, that there

is no reafon to expet they will now give

it up cafily. ! ] ;
The caboceer of Affinee was hired to
3 \ attack
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attack Amoniah to the weftward; :
the other fide, they fet upon him v:?t?),t(})lz
people of Elmina, and other negroes from
Cofnmen‘_ia’ Succondee, and Cape Three
Pomt_s, with the gentleman we have bee
fpeaking ,of himfelf at their head -—-E
They have had fome flight engagements,
in one: of w!lich Amoniah wasb“?ounded’
Under all this, he bears himfelf up like z;
hero. Befet on every fide ; every thing to
dread from f{o bitter and bloody an cngm
as the Dutch ; with nothing to rely on (1{
leaﬁ_as yet) b.ut his own courage and t};c
fidelity of his people—-—--—-—hé3 {corns t
capitulate, and bravely declares he wil(;
never be taken alive, but rather die fightin
at the head of his troops. He is ai)ndec-:(%
ﬁghtmg for his all; a circumftance that
will ‘doubtlcfs animate him fufficient]
cfpecml_ly when it is confidered that tg,
attack is c!erived, not from any ’in'ur ofe
fered by him, further than that of {lva}i’lin-
himfelf of his natural right to trade in hg
own dox_mmons, and to prevent the D:lt ii
froIm b;x.ng his fovereigns.-——. ¢
_ An this exigency,---for fuch to {
it muft I_Je called,~--he invites the E?] fl.lx]fl}f
to\-be his Protetors, and to comeg d‘
bu’li‘c}1 a fgrt at his landing-place. 1o
e advantages from {u i
ment will be pgrodigio?l]s.(mh S e

It
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1t will fink the reputation of the Dutch
in foch a manner, that we may effed
quickly to recover.our loft credit, and take
the lead on the windward parts of the
Gold Coaft. 3 e,

Inftead of only jharing the gold at Cape
Appolonia with the Portugucze, Dutch,
Danes and French, we fhall have it ez-
tirely to ourfelves. At leaft, the fhips of
other nations will be obliged to lie at fuch
inconvenient diftances from the road, (of
which, by virtue of our fort, we become
fovereigns, and from which our men of
war may drive them) that they will find
it very little worth their while to come to
an anchor.

Of the great quantities of gold, and
. no inconfiderable number of flaves, pur-.
chafed at this place, not above a fixth
part goes to the Englith. The reft is en-
grofled principally by the Dutch and Por-
tugueze, the. French and Danes coming
in but for a fmall fhare.

Our Englifh fpirits and tower muikets i

are much efteemed at this place, and the
coarfer Manchefter goods are preferred to
all others. What an encreafe would it be

to the profits of our diftillery, and to the

manufacturers of Manchefter and Bir-
mingham, if we could poflefs ourfelves
of the whole trade, as in a great meafure

‘ we

49

we fhould, by ereting a fort! Nor ought
the expence of maintaining it to be men-
tioned as an objection, fince this, trifling
as it will be, is paid, by money indeed
iffued out of the treafury, but that money
every farthing laid out in the above-men-
tioned manufatures and other Englith
goods, to be thipped to Guinea for the
payment of the officers and fervants.

We fpeak here only of the trade actually
now exifting. But by the erecting of a
fort, and the occafional facories from the
thipping, it may very reafonably be pre-
fumed that it will encreafe every day.
The trading paths (to ufe the Guinea
term) to this place are from the very
richeft inland parts of Africa; and the
trade alfo of Baflam, a town on the fea-
fide to the weftward of this, would alfo
center here. The reafon the trade through
thefe paths, however confiderable, has
not been greater, is the want of encou-
ragement from an European fettlement of
confequence. Amoniah, the caboceer, has
indeed fhewed more fpirit than is ufual
among negroes; but the fpirit of a negro
is little better than indolence, compared to
the trading genius of white men. Even
as it is, Amoniah in a manner wallows in
gold; every grain of which he got by trade
from the inland parts. The anthor of

thefe
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thefe effays once poflefled a flave who had
lived with Amoniah feveral years, and be-
ing by trade a working gold-fmith, had
made great numbers of trinkets, and even
pieces of ornamental houfehold furniture,
in that precious metal, for his mafter.
The account he gave of this caboceer’s
riches, and the advance upon his goods
to the inland merchants, was aftonithing.
Amoniah now grows old, and being alfo
fo harraffed by the Dutch, is willing, for
the fake of fecurity during the reft of his
days, to refign his trade to the Englifh,
by allowing them to build a fort.

This, when effe@ed, will induce the
tafters of fhips to fix facories there
during their ftay at Annamaboe; and
more permanent ones will doubtlefs be alfo
fettled by the Englifh traders living on
the coaft, and even by merchants in Eng-
land. \

Ships from the windward coaft, and
wanting but little of finifhing their trade,
may get difpatched here, and confequently
expedite their voyages exceedingly, not
only by taking their departure fo much to
the weftward, but by avoiding the eaftward
current which fets with fuch rapidity

round Cape Three Points down into the .

bottom of the gulph of Guinea ; which
inconvenience
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inconvenience they are now forced to {ub-
mit to, by being obliged to go down to
Annamaboe, and often with fuch bad af-
forted goods for that place, as put the
captains under the neceflity of felling them
for prime coft, or of leaving them in the
forts till they return upon the coaft. The
vaft advantage of faving even one week
in a Guinea voyage need not be men-
tioned to thofe who know how precarious
the lives of flaves are at fea.

At this place the fhipping, by means of
their factories, might be fupplied with
Brazil tobacco (often fo abfolutely necef-
fary for putting off their other goods) before
the Portugueze veflels get among the forts,
at which time, it is well known, the
Dutch put a guard aboard, and do not fof-
fer them to trade till they are to leeward
of the European fettlements. Should the
Datch, in confequence of this, fit out a
Cruizer to lie off Cape Appolonia, and take
pofieflion of the Portugueze veflels there,
this expedient, i& is prefumed, will meet
with proper refentment, and the Dutch be
treated, by our men of warand merchant
thips, as downright pirates : at leaft, when,
from time to time, this kind of refentment
has been ihewn, and the Portugueze taken
under the proteGion ofa man of warof ours,

-the Dutch on the coaft have made no re-

H:2 monftrances,
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monftrances, nor have the Stafes or the
Wefi-India Company thought proper to ex-
poftulate with our court about it; a kind
of condu, in a people fo tenacious of their
privileges as the Dutch, that brings greatly
in queftion their right of ufing the Portu-
gueze in the arbitrary manner they do, or
even of reeeiving from them any tribute at
all. But a difcuffion of this matter wonld
lead us too far from our fubject.

It ought not to be omitted, that the trade
from the Afiantee country might be brought
down to this place.

The Afiantees are the moft numerous,
powerful and wealthy people we know of in
Guinea.How far they extend inland we have
not yet been able to difcover, but thebreadth
of their country to the fouthward is almoft
equal to that of the whole Gold Coaft.--~
They lie, at unequal diftances, at the back
of the European fettlements, from *Axim
weft, to Winnebah eaft. Succondee, Cha-
ma, and Commenda, were the places they
formerly traded to on the coaft, the roads
to thefe being the neareft and moft con-
venient from their country. A war they
had with the Warfaws, in the year 1738,
ftopped this trade entirely, and it has never
been opened fince. Take the following
account of it. ‘

The old kingdom of Warfaw lay con-

fiderably
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fiderably far inland behind Dixcove and

Cape Three Points. It is almoft all cham-
paign land; and the King, when the Afi-
antees were coming upon him, knowing
how inevitable muft be his deftru&ion, if
he engaged an enemy fo vaftly fuperior to
him upon fuch a fpot, colle&ed his whole
people, put to death all the aged and in-
firm, laid his whole kingdom wafte, and
with the remainder of his [ubjets of both
{exes, all healthy and in the vigour of life,
by a rapid march of two or three days,
reached the country immediately behind
Succondee, Chama, and Commenda ; cut
off and enflaved the unprepared inhabi-
tants, and made himfelf mafter of certain
paffes, which, as it is f2id, are impregna-
ble.—By this manceuvre he fecured himfelf
effeCtually, got poffeffion of a country as
good as that he had left, opened a free
coMmunication to the European fettlements
for his own fubjects, and cut it off entirely
from thofe of the king of Afiantec.

Thus have things remained ever fince.
Manyattempts have been made from time to
time, by the Europeans, to bring about an
agreement between thefetwo powers, but all
to nopurpofe. The meflages have beenhear-
ed, the prefents received, promifes fometimes
given, but nothing has been done. Thefe
attempts were, doubtlefs, in fome degree,

~ praife-
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praife-worthy ; as, if the paths in queftion
could be once opened, the encreafe of trade
would be prodigious :---They have, how-
ever, been a little inconfiderate, as there
is fcarce any reafon to expet that this ve-
ry defirable end will be brought about.
The animofity between thefe two nations
is fo ftrong, and has fublifted fo many
years, that it feems impoffible a re=-
conciliation fhould ever take place. The
indignation of the Afiantees will never
fubfide at being fo egregioufly outwitted,
and at feeing their fchemes fo effectually
blafted - by a people whom they had been
ufed to look upon' with contempt. They
might be brought to a temporary and falla-
cious peace, knowing how it might con-
tribute to the accomplifhing their defigns,
by giving them accefs to the Warfaw coun~
try, and of making themfelves mafters. of
the ftrong .pafles above mentioned ; bug it

is very unlikely the Warfaws fhould not

refle¢t upon this fufficiently to put them
upon their guard againft a peace that muft
inevitably be fatal to their lives and liber=
ties.---There feems, in fhort, to be no way
left for the Europeans, but that of hiring
and {timulating the Afiantees to cut off
their enemies entirely by one bold attack,
to be feconded by an irruption into the
Warfaw country by the people from the

: fea

‘weftern fide of their.

B~ h L

ea coafts. But it is to be hoped,

fake of humanity, that this }\)vill ioorttgz
done. Perhaps the flave trade, a trade in
itfelf already furcharged with fhockine
circumftances, ought not to owe jts encreae
to fo terrible and bloody an expedient.

- The Afiantees have now no other accefs
to the Gold Coaft, but by paffing to the
eaftern confines of their country, the forts
b?mg left on the right hand, through thé
kingdom of Aquamboe, and fo dotx,vn to
the fea fide, near the river Volta and
Prampram‘, the laft and moft leeward of
our Englith fettlements. This journe
takes.them at leaft three weeks to performy
and is otherwife very inconvenjent from
the mountainous and marfhy ways. The
receive alfo fuch ill treatment from the
Aquaml_aoes, who will not fuffer them to
tf'adé with the Europeans, but on cond;-
tion of being their brokers, at commiﬂiox;
little thort of forty per cent. and Jofe fuch
numbers of flaves in fo long a- journe
that of late years they have lefs and ]e};;
been inclined to purfue fo tedious, trouble-
fome and dangerous a trade.

Now. Cape Appolonia lies much more
convenient and near to them on the fouth-
country ; and to
place they have actually 'a}:way.r trtai!\et; a;
Izttlg 5 but for want of an Europeah fettle~

5 ment,
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ment, and, in confequence, of a concourfe
of fhipping, found it not worth while go-
ing there, and preferred the route to Prgm-
pram and Acera, with all its inconvenien-
cies, as at thofe places they met with every
thing they wanted.

This is no idle and fanciful piece of {pe~
culation. A Fort, and the fixed and occa-
fional factories in confequence of one, toge-
ther with a concourfe of fhipping, will as
afluredly open this vaft trade, as that it will
. continue fhut, if the fine opportunity we
now have of ere@ing one is not immedi-
ately feized. Inediately we fay : for as
to the affertion, that the Dutch cannot
quickly complete a fortification,---the town.
once fubdued, fafcine batteries are raifed
in a trice. Axim lies very convenient to

fupply them with ftores, either by fea or

land.” Such batteries once raifed to ever-
awe the natives, the reft of the work goes
on eafily; and when Amoniah and bis peo-
ple find there is no remedy, and that we

refufe their gffer, they will e’en make the

beft of the affair, agree with the: Dutch,
and themfelves affift in building the fort.
Such are the advantages we fhall reap by
a fort at Cape Appolonia. And to thefe
not_gne objection has been oppofed, but
that the governor will get money too faft.
‘This, if it proves any thing,. proves too
; TR, much
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much. We ought in this cafe to have no
forts at all. But if forts are neceflary, as
in the courfe of thefe eflays, it is ho’ped,
has been proved, there can no doubt re..
main but that a place of fuch vaft impor-
tance as Cape Appolonia fhould not be
without one.  As to the governor’s trade
it does not appear, from what is made a;:
the other forts, that fuch an event as is
talked of is likely to take place: or, if
any thing of that kind is really apprehend-

. ed, reftriGtions may be laid on the gover-

nor’s trade, and thefe enforced by oaths
and l_arge fecurities in England for their
obedience of orders. The Committee of
merchants are ready enough to difmifs an
fervant of theirs whenever they find th)c:
lleif:[;enéi::;cy to his aiming at a monopoly.
: gentlemen have, from time to time
given ftrong proofs of what they will do,
where there has appeared the moft remoté

~ tendency to injure the trade of the fhip-

ping. They difmiffed the chief of Tan-
tumquerry for /aying he would give more
for flaves than the captains of thips. The

difmifled the chief of Winnebah merely
for outbidding a brother chief, in a cafZ
where the fhipping had no concern. Thefe
men, notwithftanding their long feryices

were kept out of employ fome ycars; nor
were they again admitted into the fervice,

till
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till thé committee was very well {atisfied,
by their fubmiffion, and indeed by the in~
terpofition of the merchants themfelves,
that they would no more be guilty of even
fuch flight offences. So jealous are they
of the concerns of the fhipping, that even
within thefe few months * they fuperfeded
the governor of Annamaboe, merely be-
caufe ke carried on too much trade; imita-
ting, as it fhould feem, in this, the rigour
of the old commonwealths, in which it was
always deemed a crime of the higheft na-
ture to be foo popular, and any citizen fo
offending was almoft always punithed with
imprifonment, fines, and banithment. Too
powerful a capital on the coaft of Africa
15, in the committee’s eyes, a crime of
the like nature. In a trade by at of par-
liament made free and open, thefe gen-
tlemen could not prevent an enterprizing
man from forming and executing what legal
plans he thought proper for his advantage ;

but when they found, or fufpe@ed they -

had found, that the profits of the trade
centered too much in this man, and that
the thipping were the worfe,---what they
could do, they did.---They determined he
thould at leaft be in a condition of a pri-
vate merchant, and that the nation’s fort,
“and the nation’s money, thould not contri-
bute to the furthering of his fchemes. They
i deprived
® See p. 64. 1
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deprived him of his command.---There ig
indeed no likelihood, that men, as they are’
all, of fortune and chara&er, and in their
collective capacity totally unconcerned in
the African trade, fhould, defignedly at
leaft, a& otherwife than for the publick
goo_d. Some clamours have been raifed
againft ther_n, but thefe have only tended

by the [uffrage of the whole lc;gi/lzzz‘urc,
to ralfe_ the reputation of an inf’citution,
which, in the opinion of the merchants of
London, Briftol, and Liverpool, feems
the very beft for the juft management of
our concerns in Africa, and the excluﬁoﬁ
of all monopolizing and felfifb jobbs.

Solittle is there in this objection of the
governor’s trade.

But, after all, if fo vaft are the advan-
tages that will accrue to the Britith domi-
nions by this eftablithment; if the flave
and gold trade will be fo much encreafed
and {o great an additional vent found fo;
our manufactures ; ‘voyages fo much fhort-
ened, and in confequence the mortality of
flaves fo much leflened ;—fhall we give it
up becaufe the governor will clear a thou- -

fand, or fifteen hundred pounds a year ?

.Shox:t-ﬁghted and illiberal as this objeion
1s, it will furely never weigh with the
legiflature ; and one would think the per-
fon did not deferve a ferious anfwer who

thould
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fhould deny that it is better that one man,
an Englifbman, {hould have part in fo vaft
a trade, a great portion of which he would
return to the fhipping, and expedite their
voyages, than that the far greateft {hare
* fhould go into the hands of foreigners.-==
This objection therefore ought not to have
the leaft weight ; and we may conclude,
that not only whether the alternative is---
That either the Dutch or we muft fettle ;
but even, if the Dutch bad no cbance, yet
{hould we avail ourfelves of the opportu-
nity.---We are called upon by the united
voices of honour, generofity, and our own
intereft, to affifta diftreft prince, who calls
upon us for proteétion. QOur beftowing it
" will redound to our credit, and contribute
to our advantage, in every part of Guinea ;
~and the fort once built, we have it then in
" our power, with regard to the fhare of
the trade that fhall be permitted the chief,
or any other individual in the committee’s

fervice, to put matters upon fuch a rea--

fonable and juft footing, as thall make
their places fufficiently proﬂtable, and yet
not injure the fhipping, whole good, out

of all difpute, ought firft, and principally, -

to be confidered.
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FINIS

APPENDI X

T the end of ‘this tra& it was in-

ter_lde'd to fet the differences between
Ehe captains of: fhips and the chiefs of forts
in a proper point of view, and then to offer
fuch expedients for reconciling thefe diffe- .
rences, as feemed reafonable in the opi-
nion of the author. ' For this purpofe he
had drawn up his thoughts in the form of
a regular effay, which was to have made
the fourth and laft in this pamphlet. —
Reafons, to him of a fufficiently cogent
nature, though,"pel‘haps, of no great con-
{equence to the publick, have prcvented
‘_I:}EIIS'. Upon the whole, to fay nothing of
blS prefent fituation and conne&ions,bhe
thought there was a fpecies of arrogance
and prefumption in the drift of this in-
tended publication.—Barely to recite facts
to reafon upon them, to fhew (at leaft tz;
attempt fhewing) the danger of fome expe-
dxent_s that have been offered, and the in;
{u_ﬁicxcncc of others; all this he has ven-

tured
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tured upon in the foregoing effays. Butto
point out what he thinks the proper reme-
dies, he muft, upon reflection, decline;
efpecially, as he believes, that upon duly
confidering what he has already faid, thofe
remedies will prefent themfelves very rea-
dily to the mind of the intelligent reader.

One thing, however, he would particu-
larly guard againft, and this is a {ufpicious
partiality either to the captains of fhips or
the chiefs of forts. Thefe laft, he hopes,
will have no juft reafon to think hardly of
him when he confefles, that though he be-

Tieves it indifputable, that to prohibit them

freighting flaves from the coaft would be
hurtful to the trade in general, yet muft it
certainly be allowed that there is a great dif-
ference between a Zofal probibition and a per=
miffion under certain limitations and reflric-

tions.
It has been fhewed, that to take from

the chiefs the liberty of freighting flaves,

is depriving them of that equality between
trader and trader, {o neceffary for the proper

carrying on of bufinefs. The captains may

take very greatly the afcendant, and in-
fift too much upen a compliance with their
own terms, when they are affured they
alone can be the purchafers, and that the
flaves muft lie on hand if they refufe them.

: } Ta
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To avoid aruin which muftinevitably follow
from fuch a partial difpofition of things,
the chiefs will quit; and the channels of
trade to the Englith forts being thus ftop-
ped, they will turn to the Dutch and Da-
nifh, to the very great advantage of thofe
nations, and the extreme hurt and difgrace
of ours.—This is the difficulty, the infu-
perable difficulty refulting from az abfolute
and total probibition. But is there no al-
ternative, but that of fopping the chicfs
trade entirely, or giving them an unbounded
liberty of [fending what number of [flaves
they think proper from the coaft 2 Cannot a
method be fallen upon, which fhall at once
leave the chiefs upon an equitable footing
in the fale of their flaves, and yet fatisf;
the other traders ? Would not a reftriGion
from freighting yearly beyond a certain
ftated number, bring about this defirable
end? Would it not be impofiible for the
chiefs to break through this regulation
without the knowledge of the ct;ptains,
whofe duty, as well 2s intereft, it would
be to detet them upon fuch occafions?
Would not a chief thus reftricted, know-

- ing exaltly how far he may, and how far

he may not go, be ina more agreeable fitu-
ation than that in which he is at prefent,---

ignerant how far, asa Britith fubje&, heis

3 allowed
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allowed to trade, and fubjet to the refent=
ments and difgufts of every one about him,
or with whom he has dealings?

A report prcvailed, and gained every day
more and more credit, that a trading con-
nedion of a pretty formidable nature was
fixed at Annamaboe. Alarmed at this,
the Guinea merchants were, as it is faid,
preparing to addrefs the committee to take
from the chiefs the liberty of fending flaves
to the Weft-Indies or America. This,
they thought, was laying the axe to the
root. But the intentions of the commit-
tec were to procecd in a more rigid, not
to fay fevere, manner. They did not wait
for any application from the merchants ;
but very carly, when it came to their know-

ledge, that fuch jealouﬁcs were fpread, -

they wrote to their conftituents at Briftol
and Liverpool for inftru&ions ; requefting,
if there was any objection to the arrange-
ments they had made, or to the conduét of
their officer, that they mightbe informed,
and juftice fhould immediately be done.
Certain it is, that it would have been the
Taft degree of tyranny, upon bare rumour
to have proceeded to extremities. No ac-
cufation in confequence of thefe letters, and
I think they were repeated, came either
from Briftol or Liverpool. Things therefore

N « remained
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remained as they were for more than a
twelvemonth, At length an affidavit was
fent to the Committee /fgned by one cap-
tain, that the governor in queftion had
fent off to the Weft-Indies a whole careo
of flaves. The Committee immcdiatgly

and. unani_mouﬂy difmiffed that gentleman
their fervice. '
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