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T HE prefent Curiojity oj the Publick 
. for whatroer may contribute to the 

'. 'rendring the Produce oj dzjtant Coun-
tries ·and the Manners of Foreign Nations, ful­
ly tpld certainly known, was what encourag'4 
the Pt4hlic~tion oj this Work at this Juncture 
Irani, ;;z Perfwcifion that the Merit oj the Au­
tbor would not fail oj recommending his Per.; 
formance to all, who have an Inclination for 
this Sort oj E.eading, and are competent Judges 
of a Work oj this Kind. . 

A Defeription oj the Coajl oj Guinea has 
this A,dvantage over mojl other Books oj 'Fra-. 
vels, that it is at once equally curious and ufe­
Jul. 'Fhere is noPart oJ"the World with which 
we are left acquainted them the interior Part oj 
Africa, and even with reJpetl tq tbe Coaft fuch 
Jurprizin~ Revolutions happen there within tfj~ 
Comptifs if a few re~rs, that the Writers of 
:(ra'1!.els into thatCouritryare never at aLoft Jor 
frejh Matter, which at the fame time tbat it en­
tertains i,s a!Jo of Uje, jince we are daily fend ... 
~ng Number~ oJ 'People to that Coajt, who can~ 
1Jot but wijh to have the lat~ft and bejt Accqunts 
poJlible oj the' Place to which thllY are goiJ?$. 
. 'THE Author appears to have been a Man 
ofa compr;eherifive Genius, veryaaive and dili-

, \I . " . " gent: 
, 



tV P i EFACE. 
gent, alltl withaljTlrnijh'd with umtjllalOppor. 
tUI/;f;es of acquiring the KnMvledge he l aught 
He was appointed by the Aft'jean Compa11Y to 
Jurvey alla make Draughts of their Selt/elllmts, 
(rlld was jilrllijh'd with Juch Powers for tbat 
Purpof as enabled him to gratify his ClIriqjit)' 
in every other R~fpetl, 'This TVo"k thmfore 
may be,ilytlyJaid to be (/Scompl,'at (/S (/11y<Thil/g 
of its Kind call be expetled. He has regularly 
dtjic,-ibed the feveral Kingdoms alld Sett/clf/t'I1ls 
011 the CoaJf in the State they were ill at. the 
'Time he made his Survey. He is very part;m­
lor (/S to the Nature of the COlllltry, tbe .'f<!fa­
lity of the Soil, tbe Natllra! Hijlory ill all it', 
Bn:mches 0/ every Coulltry through which he 
tra'vell'd) aud at tbe }illl1t' 'Tillie /leglctls lIothilig 
that III(/y fi'rve to givL' a )Iijl Idea ~f the Hi­
Ilory and Politicks of tbrfe People, As b.· was 
'al/ accurate Draughts-Mall, it IIItly be depmd­
,·dilpon tbat tbe CiltS were tl7knt./IW1I tb,'LJj" 
,md tbe Attmtion rt'1,,!/lte il! drawing tb'"I, 
1I1l1l bave rt'/ldl'r'd tbe .Allt/Jor ilion' IlL'Cllrtlfc 
in bis De(criptiol7S tb(/II a Jl.11li1 qf tlllot!;e,' 'Turn 
7IJOII/d baw br'(I/, 011 fbi' rrbolt', (fJ tim /I" k 
is 1I(e.1-., 011 iom alld IIf:/it! it W(fJ II Killd q/lll­
JIII:V tv tbe P"Mitk to ji~tJ.r' It to r,'Jllailllollg"r 
III PolS. Il'" ~'l/l!lIf.·1IJent Ot/{)' 0/ 1/ ,/;'1 J 1('[,0 lJar! 
ACCtfr to tb~ Librtll), 7clbt're it 'wm d''PO/it,·d, 
it is boped tb~r,/o"t' fbat t1Jt' Pub/ieR will /'f­
,('hx kind!v t1 Prl';:'II! tbat ment's f!xir h1-
'tIOlil', alld' 7C'flllts oil0' fo be rC'ad ill ordfr IQ 
be Ill!,ro'I}Cd. 
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GUINEA. 

T
- HE Roy AL AFRIC,AN COM,. 

PA.NY OF ENGLAND, being 
very-defrrous t9 have an exact: 
Account of all ~th.eir Settl«ments 

QIl-~e Coaft of G U I N E A, Cl\Il1e to a Re­
folution in the Year 1726, to fend out ~ 
Perfon fitly 'lualified fsr that Enterprize, o~ 
board one of thejr owp. Ships. Accprding­
ly, they pitch'd upon me, and, after ~ 
,due Examination, granted me a Commif .. 
j}.on; the Copy of which is as f(!)llows: 

J 
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2 A .17 oyage to 9uinea. 

4!ricD7I-Houfe, Aug, 11. 1726, 

Mr. William Smith, 

« T I-I E Royal African Company of 
" Eng/and, having entertained 

" You in their Service, as a Perron' fitly 
" qualified, to take exaCt Plans, Draughts, 
<C and Protpeets of all their Forts and Set­
« tlements; a alCo of all the prin ipal R i­
"vel's, IIarbours, :lnd othcr Places of 
"Trade, on thc Coafl: of Africo, from 
" Cfl/Jlbia to fn~)'dah. You nrc hereby re­
ee quircd (lod direCtcd to embark on board 
" their own Ship BOT/etta, Captain JOllies 
"Livillgjloll", Commander, and to pro­
ee eeed on her forthwith to Gambia; und 
(, upon YOllr J\rriynl th(;1'(;, you ~1re to take 
" :1ll cact 'urvt,;y of tl1;\t River, from the 
" Entrance thcrt:o[ I'll :\s high as J<11J1CS­

" Ithlld, together with the SounJ.ings, 
"I lknrings, amI fuch other P,1rticubrs as 
" You f)\:lll judge IlccciIt ry tow,\rds ob­
" mining a compk:lt Knowh:dgc of the 
" . the bid River. 

" 0 



A IT oyage to Guinea. 3 
~ 

" 0 N your Arrival at our Fort on James 
.< Iflana, you ate to apply youtfelf without 

_.< Lofs of Time, to take an exaB: Plan anti -
« Dimenfions of the fame, tGgether with 

," the other Views and DraHghts, as you 
" 1hal1 judge proper and nece1fary fQr our 
.. bet~er Information, as to the:; Nature, 
" U~efulnefs and Strength of that Fort. -

" FRO M Gambia Y0l,l are to proceed on 
" the fame Ship to Sierraleone River, where 
" you are to obferve the fame Orders and 
« DireB:ions with , refpeB: to that River, 
" 'I'aj[o Wand, Benfe Ifland, and our Fort 
" on the fame, as in thl\! River Gambia 
" aforefaid. 

" FRO ,M Sierraleone you ate to proceed 
" to Cape Mount, and if Captain Living­
« Jlon fhall judge, thato he may make the 
" River Sherbro in his Way, without much 
" Lofs of Time, you are to take the moft 
" exaB: Draughts, and Survey of that Ri­
" ver and Parts adjacent, as the Time will 
" allow. 

FROM .. 
• 



4 ./fo 17 oyage to Guinea . .. 
" F nOM Cape Mount to ape /fji% nia, 

" you are to take the moil: exaCt Draugh 
,< of that oafr as poffible; particularly of 
" t he River~, Bays, and I!lallds at Cape 
" Mezurado, Jlmeh, St. Johm, ScjlO$, San­
., gf!inee, Sttrn-Crue, D rewill, St. /111-
"drt'Ws, Cape Labot, Jack-Lahot, Jack 
" Jad, Ba/JolJ, and /fj)inee, but mc:fr par­
., ticularly S,flor. 

" IN your Way down the oafr from 
.< Cape /fp%nia to Cape COt'.f/ C'!f/lt', you 
" are to endc;lvour to take ~ exaCt a 
" Draught of that Part of the oall as paC­
e< lible, particular! y you arc to obferve the 
.. Number, Strt:ngth and Siluation of [uch 
" Forts and F'IClories as bdong to any other 
" Nation, on that Part oC the oall, and 
" at each of our Foru and Faclories, you 
" are to accomp;\n~ Clptain LivillgjlolltC on 
" Shorc, where you ,Ire to apply your leI! 
.. wilh all pu/llble Expeditiun to takc; the 
" cx.Lil Plan~ , Dr'lllghts and Dimcnllons of 
" each of our {;Iid Forts and hlctories, lo­

c< gethtr with the [larbours, Bays, Rivers 
.... , .md other PI.t~es adjacent to them. 
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" ON your Arrival at Cape Got!fJ Gtiflle, 
<c you are to apply yourfelf to take the ex­
" afr Plans, Dimenfions and Draughts, al­
a fo Profpefrs of Cape Goafl GaJlle, Fort 
" Royal, Phipp's Tower, and of the Road 
" and Garde)1s 'belonging to Cape Oiafl 
" Gtiflle. 

" W HIe H done, you are to take your 
" Pairage on Board the Bonetta to Whydah, 
" and in your Way thither; and at that 
" Place you are to obferve the fame Orders 
a and Direc.tions, with Regard to the feve­
" ral Rivers, Bays, IfIands, and other re­
" markable Places 9f Trade, the Number, 
(i Strength, and Situation of all the feveral 
" Forts, Fafrories, and S~ements on that 
" Part o( the Coofi as before direfred, with 
"Regard to - tho[e Places lying to the 
" Win~ward of Cape Goafl Gqjlle. 

o 

;8 3 W.E 
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" WE willi yO!! Health and good Sue,: 

" cefs, and Remain your Loving Friends 

B 1BYE L A KE, 

Ralph Radcliffe, 
J. F/oyer, 
Peter Meyer, 
William Corbet, 
Chrijtian Cole, 
FraJlcis T ownley, 
George Barlow, 

Deputy Governor, 
Thomas Bodicoate, 

H . Vander EJch, 
Benjamin Wilcock, 
Thomas Cooke, 
Edu'ard Barker; 
Charles H ayes, 
H enry P arfollS . 

H A V I N G the foregoing InfuuCtion~ 

. from the Court of Affiftants of the 
Royal African Company, I accordingly, on 
Satur4ay the 20th of Auglll 1726, em­
bark'd on board . the Bonetta then lying at 
Grtroifmd, in Company with Walter Charles, 
Efq; Governor of Sierra/eone. And, on 
Monday the 22d we fail'd thro' the DowllS; 
but having a fair "Vind down the Channel, 
we made no Stay any where, but on the 
25th we got the Length of the Start-Point 
from whence we took our Departure, and 
had for many Days together North Eail: 
'Winds and fair Weather, ti ll we got fairly 

into 
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into 'the true North Eail: Tradg Wind, from 
theFlce we had nothing remarkable till Fri­
day the 14th of St:ptcmber that we crofs'd 
the Tropick, and paid as mua!. Here we _ 
faw feveral Birds which are of a whitifu Co­
lour, having but one long Feather in their 
Tails, and fly very high, tlu;fe are call'd by 
the Sailors 'Tropick Birds, becaufe they are 
never feen any where but in the Torrid Zone 
between the Tropicks. 

IN this Latitude, I fir11 obferved th(l Fly­
ing Fifh which we are totally unacquainted 
with in Europe. It is about the Size of a 
Herring, and has two long Fins like Wing~ 
on each Side, with which it flies, as de':' 
fcribed in the Draught, N \!Imber I. Great 
Numbers of them fall on bOaFd our Ships in. 
dark Nights, when they "ip't fee their 
Way. It is very diverting to iee the Dol­
phin chafe them, for they can fly po longer 
than while their Wings are wet, and ' when 
they light to wet them, the Dolphin (which 
is one of the fwiftef\: Fifhes in the Sea) ge­
perally keeps Pace with them near the Sur­
face of the Water, and takes them as they 
~rop; but if not the firfi or fecond Time, 

, B 4 the 
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the Chace continuing affords the more Di-
verfion to the SpeCtators, for the Dolphin in 
the Water, is almoft as vliible as the Fly­
lng-fiih in the Air, being of a clear refplen­
dent Blue, till fuuck or hooked, and then 
tI.lrns to a bright Green, but when taken on 
board it changes to a Yellowj whlle alive, 
and after Death it is as pale a Silver Colour as 
a Mullet. Nor does the Dolphin any'Way 
refemble what our Heralds or Sign-Painters­
defcribe ! but is exactly ihaped like the 
Draught in Number 2. 

O N Thutjday the zzd of September, we 
made the Land, bearing South Eaft by South 
dillant about fix Leagues. It was a low le­
vel Sandy Beach, a little to the North Eaft 
of Cape Verd. This happened to be an ex­
traordinary good Land-fall, for we had not 
haul'd away to the South South Eaft aboV'e 
four Hours before ~c made the Cape; be­
ing .a very remarkable one, as having two 
round Hills upon it, which at a Difiance 
appear like a Woman's Breafts, from whenc;:e 
they are call'd by the Sailors, Th~ Pops. I 
took an exaCt Draught of this Cape, being 

the 
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the firit Attempt, of that Kind, I had made 
in the Service of the Royal Afric~n Com~ 
pany. 

TH E next Day we got round the Cape, 
and difcovered a finall Ifland call'd Goree, 
on which the French have"a Factory; but 
we having no Bufmefs with 'em itood away 
South Eait for the River Gambia. 

ON Sunday the 25th we got as high as 
James Ifland on the [aid River. The next 
Day we went a Shore, and being conducted 
into the Caftle, found there the Emperor of 
Fonia and his Retinue; who faluted us after 
the European · Manner of fhaking Hands, 
md repeating the Word Montanie, which in 
the Mandingo Language iignifies, God blefs 
you. Being all feated, I could fcarce refrain 
laughing at the Emperor's Grandees and 
Nobles, who (accordin,g to their Cuitom) 
fquatted on the Floor like fo many Monkies 
on their Buttocks. In lefs than an Hour af~ 

, fer our Arrival they all embark'd on board 
their Canoes, except the Emperor, whom 
the Englijh Governor complimented with 
his Boat, Men, and Union Flag, and, at 

the~ 

• 
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their Departure faluted them with five GUBs 
from the Fort, 

A LIT T L E before our Arrival in Gam­
hia, there came in a Rhode Wand built Sloop 
of about eighty Tons and fix Guns, call'd 
the Ark, commanded by one EdmunJon, 
who having at feveral Times communicated 
fome pyratical Deiigns to his Crew, which 
they would by no Means confent to, they 
all (except three white Boys) went a Shore, 
and informed the Governor and Council, 
upon Oath, the Caufe of their leaving the 
Ve1Tel, and, his wicked Intention. In the 
mean time Ed1JWlyon finding his Attempts 
to corrupt them vain; and, fearing a Dif­
covery by their going a Shore, weigh' d An­
chor and carried aown the Ve1Tel below Le­
mille Point, out of reach of the Fort Guns, 
and there meeting a Sea-Breeze, and Tfde 
of Flood was obliged to come to Anchor, 
thinking himfelf fale there; at leail: till 
Morning. The Suddennefs of his Departl,lfe 
confirm'd the Truth of the Sailors Depoiiti­
ons, and the Gentlemen in Council order'd 
one of the Sloops to be mann'd with a good 
Crew of white and black Men, in order to 

bring 
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bring him back; and fo prevent lther Mif­
~ef. The Gambi(l Sloop was commanded 
by Mr. Orfeur, one of the Company's Fac_ 
tors, who had been bred partly on board a. 
Man of War. !Ie knowing the Ohannel, 
took the Aqvantage of the Midnight Ebb to, 
~arry him down the River below the .Ark; 
which he effeCted without being difcovered 
by any of Edmonfon's Crew, which were in 
all but nine; befides himfelf, viz. the thxee 
white Boys beforementioned, and fiX igno­
r~t new purchafed Slaves. As foon as Day 
bro.ke, both Sloops began to weigh their 
Anchors, but the Pirate feeing and knowing 
the Gambia Sloop, was refolved to force his 
Way out to Sea, if poffible. Accordingly 
he arm'd fome of the Slaves, aud told the 
white Boys he would {hOd\: them, uruefs, 
they fought for him; As foon as their An­
~hors were up, they got under Sail, and 
frood towards one another, and when they 
came within Hale, Mr. OrJeztr call' dto Ed­
mrmfon to bring too; but the Pirate made no 
other Anfwer than by firing ,a Brace of Mu­
iket Balls at him, which, tho' it did nq , 
Damage, yet the bla~k Men on board the 
Ofmbia Sloop, were fo il1cenfed at that Ull-

exp<;aed 
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expected Return, that they begg'd Leave to 
fire upon them, but Mr. Orfeur having 10-
ftructions from the Council to ufe all the 
full- Means poffible, to reclaim him, hin­
der'd his Men from their Defign ; and again 
call'd to the Pirate to fuike; but he bem"g 
refolute catch'd up a loaden Harquebufs, 
which he difcharged at Mr. Orfeur, who 
not greatly liking to hear the Balls fly fo clofe 
abouthisEars,order'd hisMen tofire, and one 
of the black Boys !hot E dmonfon thro' the 
Breail:. The Sloops were now board and 
board, and when they faw the Pirate tum­

ble they leap'd into the Ark, and took Pof­
feffion of her; he being not yet dead, and 
feeing what was done, got up in a defpe­
rate Manner, and leaped over board, and 
was never fee~ afterwards. Mr. Orfeur 
brought up the Ark to James I!Iand, where 
!he lay at Anchor, when we carne into"the 
River. 

W E had Reafon to thank Divine Provi­
dence that his wicked Defigns were fo time­
ly prevented, for if his Crew had !ided with 
him he might not only have taken us, but 
alfo the Byam GaIly of A11tigu4, a prime 

Sailer, 
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Sailer, which mounted twelve Guns, ,com­
manded by Captain Hefler, who lay at Gam­
~ia, and was bound down the Coaft a 
Slaving. 

ON ruefdaj the 2/'-th of September I be­
gan my Survey, which held me till Monday, 
the lOth of OClober, and then not without 
fome Diffic~lty I ended it; for the very fuft 
Day I went a Shore to Gillifree, a fmall 
Town on the Maine, oppofite James Hland, 
in order to take the Djftance from thence to 
the mand, 1 fear'd 1 had undertaken an 1m­
poffibility, all the Shore being deep fwampy 
,Mild, fo that it was hardly poffible to mea­
fure,_ or even to get from one Station to a,­

nother: At firft, indeed, a Couple of ftout 
N egr<Jes carried me ,on their Shoulders, but 
the Mud growing fo deep that they wen~ 
fcarce able to q.rry themfelves, being up to 
their Buttocks every Step, I was obliged to 
~ifinourit:ap.d wallow ~10ng between them. 
the beft 1 c911'd, 'till 1 got to my fecond 

, Station, Had I been upon the dry Land, 
it was fo cover'd with thick Wood and 
Weeds, that not only my View, but even 
my Pailage muft have been intercepted; be~ 

fides 
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fides moil: of thofe Trees are fwarming wIth 
great black Ants, and ftrange venomous 
Wafps. The Gentlemen of the CaftIe, who 
went a Shore with me in order to encou­
rage and aifill me, if pollible, in that trou­
blefome Jobb, walk'd a little Way along 
Shore within the Verge of the Wood to a­
void the Mud; but Mr. Hull, one of the 
FaB:ors, happening to !hake a Branch of a 
Tree as he brua1' d along, a large Wafp flew 
direaly out of its Neil: and ftung his upper 
Lip to fuch a Degree that it immediately 
fwell'd up as if it wou'd buril:. It made 
the poot Gentleman very uneafy for fame 
Hours, but at length the Swelling abated, 
and the Pain ceafed. 

THIS firil:Day's Work feem'd to pro­
rnife but little Pleafure, or Comfort, in my 
Survey of Guinea; however, having put 
my Hand to the Plough, it Was now too 
late to look back. C When I had taken the 
Difrance, we all went up to the Town .of 
Gillifree, and there refrelli'd ourfe!ves with 
fuch Things as we brought a Shore from the 
Fort, and at Night return'd home. The 

next 
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next Day I [pent in founding the River in 
a Boat. 

I CAN KO T here omit forne odd Paf~ 
[ages which happeri'd to me on this Sur­
vey; being one Day,alhore at 'l3union Point 
in the Kingdom of Cumbo, near the Mouth 
of Gambia River, in otder to -take the Di­
france from thence to Blirl~a Point, on the 
oppofite Side. qur Chief Mate was with 
me, being; defrrous to fee the Manner of 
taking inacceffible Diftances; we landed 
upon a level fandy Beach, clofe by a finall 
Town, where there were fifty or fmy Bul­
locks and Cows lied by the Horns to Stakes 
drove into the~ Sand for that Purpofe. 
While I was' fixing my Surveying 'Inftru­
ments, feveral of the Natives carrie down 
to the Water-fide to look at me, but being 
naturally timorous, and not , underftanding 
my Meafuring-wheel, or Theodolite, be­
gan to difcover fomeTokens of Fear ; which 
I at firft did not mind, but having Occafion 
for a Stake or two, to fet for Marks. I walk'd 
'up towards the Cattle to chufe out a Couple of 
good ones; but the Natives (Ifuppofe fearing 
that IlhouldrathermakeChoiceofBeevesthan 
- Stakes 

• 



16 A J7 oyage to Guinea. 

Stakes only) ran and loofed their Cattle and 
drove them up into the Country, and as they 
pafs'd thro' the; Town alarm'd all the Peo­
ple, infomuch that the Women and Chil­
dren fled out of their Houfes into the 
Woods, and all the Men came down to us 
arm'd in lefs than ten Minutes. I aiked the 
Company's Slaves, who row'd the Boat, and 
could all talkEngJijh, what was the Marter, 
and why all thefe warlike Preparations? 
they told me that the fooliili Natives were 
all terrified at my furveying lnfuUI;nents, 
being [ure that I came there with a Deiign 
to bewitch them! I knew it was in vain to 
argue with poor ignorant Savages, and waS 
not a little pleafed to find they were fo 
much afraid of me, that none would venture 
to touch or come near me; which encou­
roged me to go on with my Survey: How­
ever, to guard againfr the worft, our Chief 
Mate, being the only White I had with me, 
follow'd me with- a loaden Blunderbufs, 
which he brought a Shore in order to fire 
as a Signal to the Ship to fend the Long­
Boat a Shore, if we iliould find any £refh 
'Vater. One of our Slaves rowl'd the 
'Wheel which the affrighted Natives endea-

vour'li 
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vour'd to oppofe by running acrofs and a-
thwart before it; but alas! that could be 
DO Hinderance to the Running of theWheel, 
fince none would dare to touch it. The 
Arch Rogne who drove it, perceiving th~ir 
Fears, wlltch'd every fly Opportunity to 
make a Puili with the Wheel at their Legs, 
but they were much too nimble for him, 
and fkipp'd like Wild Goats to the Right 
and Left out of the Way. Ilaugh'd very 
heartily, and only wiili'd that the Gentle­
men aboard had been Spectators of the 
merry Scene, it would have afford~d them 
fome Diverfion. . Their Activity and Agi­
lity was really furprizing, I never faw in 
England any Rope-dancers, Tumblers, &c. 
half fo nimble. 

W HEN I had taken the Difiance, I re­
turn'd to the Place where the Boat lay, and 
being faint with the exceiIive Heat of the 
Sun, which was doubl't'l by the RefieB:ion 
of the burning Sands, I threw myfelf on 
the Ground under the Shade of a large 
fpreading Tree, and order'd our People to 
make me fome Punch, we having brought 
Ingredients for that Purpofe ailior€: with us. 

C The 

• 



18 A J7 oyage to Guinea. 
\. The Mate undertook the Charge, and rc-

tired with the Slaves down to the Boat 
where the Things were. to make it. No 
fooner bad they left me, and got out 
0$ Sight, and C;ill, but I was quickly 
fYP"oundeq by the favage Natives, whQ 
wer~ all arm'd, either with Javelins, Bows 
and poifon' d Arrow~, or E uropean Guns, 
Their Appearanc,e" at fufr, frruck me with 
the utmofr Horror; Death, I thought, fra­
red me in the Face, and every Moment I 
expeCted that that Bleiling, which all Men 
prize and efreem above Honour and the 
greatefr Riches, my Life, would have been 
fnatch'd away from me. A Multitude of 
Thoughts and confus'd Ideas hurried my 
flutter 'd Senfes. At one Time I imagin'd, 
that the Natives ,took this Opportunity, as 
I was alOIW, otherwife, I believe, they ne­
ver would have attempted it, to reven.ge 
tlpon me, the Fright and Terror I had be­
fore put them into :'--- Then, I reflected. 
when it was too late, how dangerous an 
Expedition I had undertaken, and was now 
engag'd in, for the Royal African Compa­
ny, which h(ld cofr fo many ingenious Men 
their Lives. At laft, I refolv'd not CO fear 

Delth' 
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peath, tho' I apprehended I Jhould be us'd 
m9ft cruelly~ and, according to the inhu­
man Manner of the Savages, torn in 
Pieces. 

W HIt s T I lay upon the Gro\.Uld, fu(­
rOl)nded with the Black Men, .ancl black­
er Thoughts, our Mate came to me with 
a Callabafu of good Punch. I drank a 
hel\rty Draught of it, which foon recover'd 
my Spirits, and my Faintnefs having left 
me, I gave a fudden Spring, and leap'd up 
from the Ground, which Motion fo fcar'd 
the Natives, that they ran away in great 
Confufion, and fa furpriz'd, that feveral of 
them threw down their Javelins, Bows and 
Guns, and frood at fame confiderabl~ Di­
france from me, - full beli~ving, as I fotmd 
afterwards, it was in my Power to hurt or 
defrroy them. The Confter'nation they 
were in, pleas'd me much, and I began t9 
think myfelf now pr~tty well ot~t of the 
Danger I had fear'd. However, to fhew 
them that I fet 'em at I?efiance, l made 
a finall Run, fnatch'd up one of the Gqn$ 
they had dropp'd, and charging it with, 
Powder only, I let fly into the Air, but be-

e 2 fore 
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fore I coulJ\well do this, they were all ran 
out of Sight. Thus no' Harm happen'd 
either to me or the Natives. The Mate 
would have had me purfu'd my Victory, 
but I thought it more .l"rudent to decline it, 
left by venturing too far, I Jhould by fuch 
RaJhnefs bring upon myfelf the Evils I had 
efcap'd, and making the moft convenient 
Hafie I could down to the Sea-fide, got 
into the Boat, and from thence fafe aboard 
the Bonetta, where I diverted myfelf the 
Remainder of that Day in relating the Dan­
ger I had pafs'd through, to the Gentlemen 
and Ship's Crew. 

ON lvIonda)" the Tenth of OClober, we 
-all went afhore, at the oppotite Side, to pay 
our Refpects to the King of Barra, a Mef­
fenger having acquainted his Majefiy, fome 
time before, tllat his Excellency Governor 
R 0 G E R s, of Gambia Cafrle, and fome o­
ther Ellglijb Gentle~:nen were coming to fee 
him. The King came about a ~ter of 
a Mile out of the Town to meet us, atten­
ded with three or four Hundred of his 
Subjects, feveral of them beating on large 
loud Drumf, while others founded- Trum-

pets 
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pets made of Elephants Teeth; all whkh 
together made a loud and warlike Noife. 
His Majefty welcom'd us afl)ore, and con­
dueled us to the Town of Barra: His 
Peo;ie, --likewife fhew'd their Joy at our 
Arrival by loud Acclamations, firing their 
Guns, and by feveral ftrange Friiks and 
odd Capers, with which I was wonderful­
ly delighted. The King endeavour'd to 
receive us in the beft Manner he could, and, 
upon our Arrival in Town, he caus'd his 
Cannon to be fir'd, which lay difmount~d 
near his Palace, or rather Cottage; for tho' 
his Majefty's was the beft Houfe in the 
Town, yet was it no other th~ a Mud 
Wall thatch'd with Palmetto Leaves. 

W HEN we were all feated, the King; 
rent for his Mufician, who play'd on a 
ftrange Kind of African Inftrument caIl'd, 
a BALLAFOE. The Inftrument was welt 
run'd, and made a very. agreeable Sound. 
It is made of iliort Pieces of very hard 
Wood tied together, with Callabaili.es un­
der them, being all of different Si2les, and 
is play'd upon, as defcrib'd in the Draught. 

c;: 3 HIS 
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HIS Majefty, for our further Diverfion, 
caus'd feveral of the Natives to dance be­
fore us, the Men having drawn Swords in 
their Hands, which they brandi{h'd about 
with wonderous Dexterity. The Dance 
being ended, and all Parties pleas'd, th~ 

King made a (hort Speech, which was in­
terpreted to me by his youngeft Brother, 
who for his better Education refided mofl­
ly at the Call:le) and was very well ac­
quainted with me. He told me) that the 
King made that Speech to his own People) 
in the Hearing of Governor Rogers) who 
undcrftood the Language, and that the 
King faid) " It was very good for Black 
" Man to love White Man) and not hurt) 
« but make Trade with him; becaufe a 
~ White Man's Ships bring all the good 
« Things, and ftrong Liquors into BJ.ack 
" Man's Country.» From which very e­
legant Speech) It <is eafy to obferve, that 
the Regard of all Nrgrots to Eurrpeans is 
founded on no other Principle than pure 
Self-Interell:. 

YVHE~ 
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W HEN we had fufficiently refreih'd our­
felves, I took Leave for- a while of the Gen­
tl€men, in order to goon with my Survey 
of the River Gambia, which I that Day 11-
ni!h'd. The King's Brother would by no 
Means quit me, and feveral of the Nobles 
led by ¥ Example follow'd me. As we 
walk'o/illong, they aik'd him, who Iwas? 
and what I was then going upon that I left 
my Company fo fuddenly? He told them, 
that I was a great and ing€nious Man fent 
by the Company to meafure all the King­
doms, Iflands, and Rivers in Guinea, and 
to take Plans and Draughts of them. They . 
replied, It was very fit I ihould, and (quite 
contrary to the Cumbians N otiens a few 
Days before) faid, they were overjoy'd tQ 
find that I Game to meafure their Country. 
Their Joys feem'd to me as void of R€afon 
as the others Fears, tho' they were no lefs 
diverting; for they, td ihew their Appro­
bation of my Work, took it by Turns to 
fkip out from among the reft, and when 
one had run round me three or four 
times, he on a fudden fiopp'd and grinn'd 
up full in my Face, which I underftood 

C 4 was 

• 



24 A Voyage t(} Guinea . . 
was a fine Compliment. They perceiv'd, 
by my laughing, that I was pleas'd, and 
attributed my Mirth to the Compliment, 
tho' it refulted from their M onkey-like 
Manner o,f acting it. 

ABO U T Six in the Evening, we went 
aboard, and took our Leaves of Governor 
Rogers, &c. and the next Day being ruef 
day the r rth of OClober we fail'd, in Com­
pany with the Byam, for Sierra/cone .; but 
before I go any farther, I fl1all give the 
Reader the beft Defcription I can of Gam­
bia i.p. general. 

I HAVE obferv'd, in many Maps of 
4frica, that the great River Niger is laid 
down by the Geographers in the fame La­
titude that Gambia lies in. And, unlefs it 
went formerly by the Name of Niger, ~ 

am perfuaded there mllft be a Miftake in 
thofe Maps; for Gambia is by far the larg­
eft RIver in that Part of Africa. I have 
been Jhcwn Journals kept on board one of 
the Company's Sloops of 50 Tons, which 
fail'd more than Three Hundred Lt"agues, 
or ncar a Thouf.lnd Miles up the Ri\:er 

Gambia. 



A P oyag~ to Guinea. 25 

Gambia. At which Height, I have been 
a1Tur'd, it is 'broad, fpacious and navigable:; 
nor is there any Doubt, -but the Rivers of 
Sene$ol, · R io Gra~de, Rio St. Domingo, 
Bur/ally, Rio Nunas, Rio Pungo? &:c. are 
all different Braneh~s of this great River, 
which, like the Nilus, at the oppotite Side 
of Africa, empties itfelf into the Sea thro' 
various Channels, which bear different De­
nominations as tho(e jufl: mention'd ; but 
let that be as it will, I {hall not at pre­
rent contend with our Ancient Geogra­
phers. 

T HIS Place was fidl: difcover'd and fet­
tied by the Portuguefe, whofe Progeny are· 
ftill pretty numerous up in the Inland Coun­
try, and drive a very good 'Trade with the 
EngliJh. Tho', to fpeak Truth, there is 
but'llttle of the Portuguefe to be found in 
them, betide the Languape~ being quite de­
generated into Negroes, and having but ve­
ry imperfect Ideas of ChriftianiW. They 
think themfelves fufficiently qualified for the 
Title of Boon Chrifti;ns, if they diftingu·ilh 
themfelves from the Pagans, &c. by wear­
ing a little Crucifix about their Necks. 

~",~CtJ4",. THi 
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this they call their FIT TIS H, which Word 
not only lignifies the Thing wor1hipp'd, but . 
fometimes a SPell, Charm, .or Inchantment. 
To take the Pitfijh, is, to take an Oath.; 
which Ceremony is varioufly perform'd in 
feveral Parts of Guinea. In fome Places, 
they drink a large Draught of Water, and 
wiflT their Pittifo may kill them, if what 
they atteft be not true: And, generally 
{peaking, a Negro>-s taking the Pittijh in 
Guinea may as fincerely be relied on as 
the Oath of a Chrijlian in Europe. To 
make FiflijlJ, is to perfotm Divine Wor-
1hip ; Fittifo-men, are the Pagan Priefts. 
In iliort, they all. commonly wear their Fit­
tijh about them, wruch is 10 facted, that 
they care not to let any Body touch it, tmt 
themfelves. The Day, I~ dih'd with the 
King of Barra, Io\)ferv'd, that his Mufi­
cian, who play'd on the Ballafoe, had fix'd 
to the Top of his Cap, the Tuft or Crown 
of a Bitd, as in the Draught, of which 
mote hereafter ; it being the largeft and fi­
neft I ever £tw. I went to take off the 
Fellow's Cap to look at it, but he, in a Sur­
prize got up, and ran away: Some of the 
Gentlemen of the Caftle who faw the Ac-

.tion 
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tion [mil'd, and told me, that was his Fit .. 
tijh, which ought to be handled by nQ 
Man, but himfeI£ And [0 much for their 
Religion. 

A s for the Languages of Gambia, they 
are [0 many and fo different, that the Na­
tives, on either Side the River, cannot un­
dt:rll:and each other ; which, if rightly con­
fider'd, is no iinall H appinefs to the EUrl)­

jcans who go thither tp trade for Slaves ; 
becaufe tl1e GombiallS, who are naturally ve­
ry idle and laZY, abhor Slavery, and will 
attempt any Thing, tho' never [0 de[pe­
rate, to obtain Freedom. I have known 
fome melancholy Inl1:ances of whole Ships 
Crews being furpriz'd, and cut off by them. 
But the fafel1: Way is to trade vvith the dif­
f,rent Nations, on either Side the River, 
and having rome of every Sort on board, 
there will be no ma."c Likelihood of their 
IULcccding in a Plot, tllan of finilhing the 
Tower of Babel. 

1 JUS T now defcrib'd the Gambia11S as 
an indolent Sort of People, nor is it much 
to be wonderd at; feeing that Nature has 

afforded 
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afforded them all N eceifaries proper for the 
Support of Life, without any great Art or 
Indufuy of, th~ir ?wn; ~e Gr!:lUnd in, this 
Part of the Earth, feems, in (clUe Mea­
fure, to be exemp~ ~o~ the gene~al , Curfe. 
As for, Clothing they want none, the Beau 
and Belle, the Fop and Coquet, the pells 
of all So£iety, Aifemblies and Converfa­
tlQns in Chrijfendom, have no Being here. 
As to their Houfes, or rather ' Hutts, they 
require but very little Art in their EreCtion. 
They do not [0 much as know the Ufe of 
Houlhould Furniture, the flothful Bed, the 
Chair, the 'table, Pot, Spoon, &c. here 
are ufeleiS; for a few dry Sedges, or Reeds 
ferve them for a Bed, and · the Ground is 
their Seat;. fo that an Upholfterer, though 
never fo good a W orkmao, may furve a­
mong them. Nor is there any Work for" 
the Co~er; neverthelefs they are abun­
dantly ftock'd with great Choice of extraor­
dinary good Veifels whlch grow wild al­
moft every where: I mean, the Gourd, 
or Callabaih, whof~ Lt!af is like that of a 
Pumpion, nor is the Fruit when green un­
like it. Such as grow near the Negroes 
Hutts generally creep up and cove.r the 

whole 
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Tree, and hanging a Callabalh under the 
DroppingsQf it, which fometimes will fill 
one of thr.ee ~arts in a Day. 

PRO V I S ION s of all Kinds are very 
plenty, and 6xooeding cheap here. I have 
feen a fmall Cow bought felr two Bars, or 
two Crowns Sterling, and a fine fat Ox for 
four Bars; a good Fowl for three Mu1ket­
Charges of Gunpowder, or three Farthings 
Sterling: Alfo, Hogs, Sheep, and Gelats in 
Proportion. So, that if Mynheer Bqfman * 
had ever beeR in the River Gambia, he 
would not have faid, that the I11and of A­
nabona was the troel Amalthea, Of Cornuco­
pia, fo much taken Notice ef by the An­
citmts, but rather naVel afcfib'd th-at Title to 
Gambia. Belides the above.:tnention'd Cat­
tl~, they have alfo a very pretty Breed of 
fmall Rorfes, and I have been credibly in­
form'd, that the King (')f BurJally, whofe 
Dominions border upo~ the Kingdom of 
Barra, can, upon any Emergency, mount 
and arm Four Thoufand Rorfe. This 
Country alfo abound~ wi~h various Sorts of 

wild 

* A Dutch Hiftorian who ;'rote about the Year 
J696. 
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wild Beafl:s; fuch as Deer of feveral Kinds, 
Elephants, Lions, Tigers, Leopards, Pan­
thers, J ackalls , and mifchievous Mon­
kies. 

THE Trade of this Place is very bene­
ficial for Fine Gold, Slaves, Ivory and 
Wax. 

TH E El1glijh have a Factory fubordi­
nate to Gambia Cafl:le, at a Place called 
Joar, about Fifty Leagues up the River. 
Alfo another, about Fifty Leagues higher, 
at Cuttajar, and another near the River's 
Mouth, caU'd Portdmdelly. They once 
had a Settlement upon Charles mand, but 
having a PAL L A V E R *' with tlle Natives 
they watch'd , the Opportunity of a Mid­
night Low Water, and waded over from 
the Main; by which Surprize ' they got 
Poifefiion, and beat the Englijh off of that 
IOand, which has -been ever iince defolate. 
Nevcrthclefs, they are now very well fet-

tied 

• Pal/owl', lignifies a Dijput,·, alfo a C.,IIl', or 
a Law·fuil; Comctimes, a long Conference is c.U'd 

a Pol/ouer. It is a P'I'fll.~u1' Word "fcd CI'ery­

where in Guinta. 
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tled upon James mand, where they have a 
firong regular well-built Came, with thirty 
two large Pieces of Cannon, befides others 
which are planted near the Water-fide re­
garding the North Channel. The old Fort 
w:!s unhappily blow~ up, A nno 1725, by 

. fome unknown Accident of Fire, undoub­
tedly Lightning, in the Magazine, and fe­
veral People loft their Lives, particularly 
Governor Plunket; but it was again expe­
ditioufiy rebuilt with many Alterations for 
the better, by Anthony Rogers, ECq; the 
prefent Governor. 

T HIS Country is exceeding fertile, a~ 

bounding with Variety of Fruits, Roots, 
and Sallads. Their chief Fruits are, Oran­
ges, Lemons, Limes, Guava's, Bonana's, 
Plantanes, by fome call'd Indian Figs, and 
there are fome Reafons to believe thefe are 
the Sort of Figs mention'd in Scripture. 
Firft, becaufe Figs are there defcrib'd to 
grow in large Clufters as thefe do, fo large 
that a lingle Clufter is a good Weight for 
a Man to lift with one Hand. Secondly, 
their Leaves are prodigious large and broad, 
&onfequel).t1y much fitter to make Aprons 
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than our Fig-leaves. Here are alfo great 
Store of Papaws, of which I lhall take no­
tice in a proper Place. Their chief Roots 
are r:-ams and Potatoes. Their beft Sallads 
are Purney, and Cucumbers, which they 
have all the Year round. In {hort, Gambia 
is a pleafan t, fruitful fine Cou~try, but ve­
ry unhealthy. 

ON 'Iu1doJ, the I Ith of OClober, as I 
(aid before, we fail'q, in Company with the 
B)'am, for Sierra/coile. That Day and the 
next, we fteer'd awayWefl: by South, and 
W cft-South-Weft right off to Sea, in order 
to avoid the Shoals of Grnndf, which lie 
off, or extend themfehes at leaft Fifty 
Leagues from the Shorr. On 'Ibm/do)" 
we fhaped our 'Cour(e [onther!y for Siprra­
/cOIlt'; F,-id.1)' Morning was u{h~'d in with 
a flat Calm, which held us many Days. 
However, h,\\'ing the Bum1 in Company, 
we made a Shift to P'.[s the tedious Hours 
away tolerably well, bv vifiting each other 
daily: Ncyerthelcfs, our Mirth was often 
interrupted by Tnrnadot"s, becau[e neither 
of the Commanders would venture to leave 
their Ships during the Fatigne of a Tur-

naooe, 
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nadoe, which generally lafts about an Hour; 
and never fails to give you timdy Notice of 
its Approach by excefllve Th\.mder; Light:. 
ning, and dark Clouds; Which terrible 
Warning always obliges us to put ourfelves 
in a Readinefs; by furling our Sails, &c. to 
receive a Storm too fierce to b-e defcrib'd ! 
This is fucceeded by Rain, which falls as 
heavy and as faft as Water thro' a Sieve. 
And this may daily be expected during the 
rainy Seafons in Guinea. As this was the 
firft Turnadoe I was in, I was horribly 
frighten'd, and imagin'd, that we could 
not pollibly furvive it; every Moment 1 
thought was our lafl:; and every Cuft of 
Wind I expected would fink I1S to the 
Bottom of the Sea. · This was fueceeded 
by a great Calmi which ,was very fatiguing 

. and troublefome to us; and which had like 
to have brought on us a moil: dreadful Ca­
lamity, for in the Spac.e of FouJte<en Days, 
our Water on board the Bonetta fell fhort, 
and we muft all have inevitably perifh'd 
had not the Byam been in Company, 
from whem:e we receiv'd frefh Supplies fe­
veral Times. During thefe Calms we often 
tried the Current which fet N. E. one , Knot. 
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for Sierra/eone, and had mifiaken it: He 
~erefore lay by to let US know, that thofe 
High Lands were the Idelos, which are 
fmall rocky IIlands about Twenty Leagues 
to the Northward of Sierraleone. We were 
very thankfill to him for his kind Infonna­
tion, and parted; he held his Courfe to the 
Northward, and we fteer'd away South. 
{\t Sun-fet the Wind died away, but about 
Eleven o'Clock we had a fine Land Breeze 
at Eall: came off to us, which held us till 
about Ten the next Day, at which Time 
we could plainly fee the Sazifaws, exceed­
ing high Lands, which are Twenty Miles 
up in the Country. About Eleven, the 
Sea-Breeze came in very frelh at Weft up­
on us, and we quickly favJ Cape Sierra­
leone, bearing SOl1th-Eaft, diftant Six Lea­
gues. As {oon as we got a-breall: of the 
Cape, which was about Sun-fet *, we hoi­
fted the Union-Flag at me Main-top Mall: 
Head, and faluted it with Seven Guns, as 

P 3 did 

* In all Places between the Tropicks, the SW1 rifcs 
at Six, and [ets at Six, nor is there any perceivable 
Difference between the Ihortell: and the longell: Day 
there. 
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did al[o the Byam. All Guinea GovernOl;s 
are by Charter empower'd to wear the u­
nion-Flag in their refpective Dii1riCt-s. Tho' 
we were overtakert by Night, yet we 
fail'd into the River, founding as we went, 
and the Byam follow'd us. It being pretty 
dark, we hung out a Light at our Enfign­
Staff, and they one at their Jibbon-End, to 
keep clear of each other. We kept pretty 
clofe under the high Hills, and had good 
regular Soundings from Eight to Ten Fa­
thom, but the Byam, which was fomeWay 
on the Outlide of us, had at one Call: eigh­
teen Fathom, the very next Twelve, and 
then again no Ground with a Twenty Fa­
thom Line; at the next Call: Ten Fathom, 
and fo on till they haul'd in a little clofer 
after us; and then they had the lame Sound­
ing as we had. When we hil-d got up a;; 
far as Frenchm~m's Bay, we difcover'd two 
Lights clofe in ~hore, one belong'd to 
'1 {mall trading Shallop, and the other to 
the Friendfhip Sloop of Barbadoes, com­
manded by Captai,T} Crocker, who feeing 
our two Ships that Afternoon in the Of­
fing hung out Lights to {hew us where to 
come to Anchor. As loon as- we had an-

<;:hor'd, 
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chor'd, Captain Crocker came aboard us, 
our Ship being next him, to inform him­
felf, who and what we were; and then 
he welcom'~ us to Sierra/eone. We told 
h4n, -we could treat him with no other 
Drink than Madeira Wine, we having been 
fo long coming from Gambia, that all our 
Limes were expended; but he immediate­
ly fent aboard his Sioop for a Handkerchief 
of Limes, and, whilft we drank ·Punch to­
gether, he gave us a thort Account' of the 
State of the Company's Affairs .at Berife 1-
Dand, then under the. Direction of Mr. Mar­
maduke P anwell. 

THE next Morning, we found ourfelv€:s 
in a fmall pleafant Bay, furrounded with 
exceeding high Hills, all c6vet'd with tall 
beautiful Trees. fwarming with various 
Kinds of Birds, which, as fDOra as Day 
broke, made the Woods ring. 'Vhich 
Captain Crocker alfo ditl, for as Coon as he 
faw the Union~Flag at ou; Mill-Head, he 
faluted it with Five Guns, and we return'd 
.him three. In this Bay is extraordinary 
good freth Water, which, guihing out of 
the Rocks on· the Side of the Hill, comes 

p 4 \fown 
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down like a Spout, fa that we could fill all 
our Caiks without the H elp of a Tundiili. 
Here we water'd. And the BottOm of the 
Bay being pretty clear of Rocks, we drew 
our Sain, or Net, and catch'd good Store 

, of large Mullets, and other Fiih: Alfo an 
Alligator, which the Negroes devour'd 
greedily. 

ON Sunday, the Sixth of November, we 
all went up to BenJe Illand, whereon frands 
a regular Piece of Fortification, on which 
are mounted twenty-two Pieces of heavy 
Cannon; betides a Battery under the Fort 
Wall, on which are planted Eleven Pieces 
more. This Illand is the Refidence of the 
Governor. When we landed, Mr. Charles 
took PofIeili.on 'of his Government, and had 
our Complements Qn that Occafion, though 
mine happen'd to be unluckily fpoil'd in 
the making, for at that Time not being a­
ble to recollect th~ Name of the Illand of 
which he was Governor, I blunder'd out 
Baratrm'ia, (which is an Bland of no Re­
pute) inftead of BenJe; a fad Miftake in­
deed! 

OK 
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ON Monday, the Seventh, I began my 
Survey, but here I metwith no fuch Op­
poution as at Gambia, the Inhabitants of 
this Country being more ufed_ to the Cu­
ftoms and Manners of the Europeans. Ne­
vetthelefs, there ate feveral Things in thefe 
Parts worth our Obfervation, of Which I 
fhaH make ' Mention as I proceed. And 
firft, I fhall give a {hort Defcription of the 
Country in general. 

S IE R R ALE 0 N E was firft difco­
ver'd by the Portuguefe, but I cannot be 
rightly inform'd at what Time the Englijh 
became Mafters of it, nor indeed is it very 
material, unce they have had it a Number 
of Years in their Poff"efiion ~nmolelled, till 
Roberts, the famous Pirate took it in the 
Year 1720, when Old Plunket, who was 
blown up in Gambia Gaftle, was Gover­
nor, which he effected in the following 
Manner: Roberts having then three good 
ftout Ships under his Command, put into 
Sierraleone for frefh Water, and finding a 
TradIng Ship in Frenchman's Bay, he too1;: 
her from thence and carried her into ano-

ther 
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ther Bay, with a long narrow Enterance 
ncar the Cape, and where there was a great 
Depth of Water. This, in my Survey, I 
have call 'u Pirates-Bay, becauIe when Ro­
berts had rifled her, he [et Fire to her: 
Part of her Bottom was to be [een at Low 
Water when I was there. The next Day, 
he (cnt up a Boat well mann'd and arm'd, 
with his humble Service to Governor Plun­
kett dCllring to know if he could fpare him 
any Gold Dufl:, or Powder and Ball. Old 
Plunkett return'd him Word, that he had 
no Gold to [pare; but as for Powder and 
Ball, he had rome at Mr. Roberts's Service, 
if he would come for it. Roberts, having 
receiv'd this An[wer, brought up his three 
Ships next Flood before Benfc Illand, and 
a [mart Engagement foon follow'd between 
him and the Governor, which lafl:ed feveral 
llours, till Plullkett had fir'd away all his 
Shot ami Iron Bars; upon which, he be­
look hl1ukll to hi" 13oclt, row'd up the back 
Channel to a fmall Wand call'd 'T01llbo; but 
they quickly follow'd, took him, and 
hrollg,ht him hack again to Btl/fe, where 
RoutT!s was, who upon the firfl: Sight of 
P/(mktft (wore at him like any Devil, for 

his 



A fToyage to Guinea. 4-3 

his Iri}h Impudence in daring to rdift rum. 
Old Plunkett, finding he had got into bad 
Company, fell a fwearing and curfing as faft 
or fafter than Roberts; which made the reft 
of the"Pirates laugh heartily, defiring Ro­
berts to fit down and hold his Peace, for he 
had no Share in the Pallaver with Plunkett 
flt-all. So that by meer Dint of Curfing 
and Damping, Old Plunkett, as I am told, 
fav'd his Life. 

W HE N they had rifled the Warehoufes, 
they went aboard their Ships, and fail'd out 
of the River the next. Ebb, leaving Old 
P lunkett once more in the quiet Poffeffion 
of his Fort, which the Pirates had not da­
Plag'd greatly. 

T HIS is a mountainous, barren Coun­
try, efpecially towards the Cape, where the 
Hills.-are exceeding high and rocky, but ne­
verthelefs they are cover'd w}th'Trees which 
harbour many wild Beafts; fuch as Tigers, 
Leopards and Lions; from whence it was 
firft call'd by the Portuguefe, SIERRA DE 
LEONE; or, The Mountain of Lions. And 
th<e CQuntry gives its Name to the River, 

whi!;h 
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which is very broad at the Entrance, being 
above Four Leagues from the Cape to Leo­
pards Ifl,md, at the oppofite Side of the 
River's Mouth. The Middle, indeed, is 
very {hallow being dry at Low Water in 
(ome Places, (or the Depth of the Channel 
Iie~ clorc in hy the Cape; and thofe who 
filii into Sierralconf, muft keep the Star­
board Shure c10fe aboard, failing always 
dofe under the high Hills, where they may 
be Cure of regular SQundings, and in all the 
Bays extraordinary good Anchoring Ground; 
put near the Edge of the Shoals, the Bot­
tom is very uneven a,ld foul Ground, as be­
fore obCerv'd. 

1 N this Rh~er, the Company have two 
H1and~, 'VIZ. T ASS 0, a Lrgt lht IIland, 
near three Leagues in Circumference, on 
which the COIl1pany's Sbves h,we a good 
PlnntMion. The :efl: of the lfland is co­
\ L'l"'d with ,,\ (lad, .lmong whi.:.h are Silk 
Cotton Trees of nn un.lccountable Size; o­
ther Cotton is al{o produc'd here very good 
and Indict). Their other JUnnd is BENSE, 

on whiL!l (lands the Fort T have above de­

{crib'd. 
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Tli I s River produces feveral Sorts of 
Fiih, mofi of which are -very good in their 
Kind, except the Oyfiers; of which there 
are vaft ~ntities growing to the Branches 
or-Trees! I make no Doubt, but many will 
be apt at firfi to queilion the Truth of this 
Affertion; but the Fear of fuch like Ob­
jeCtions {hall, at no Time, hinder my giv­
ing a faithful Narrative of whatfoever I met 
with worth Notice throughout this whole 
Expedition. Therefore, I {hall acquaint 
my Reader, that the Mangrove is a Tree 
which grows in ihallow Water. The Leaf 
is exaaIy like that of an European Laurel, 
and the Branches have a natural Tendency 
downwards to the Water. Thefe under 
Water are always fior'd with~[uch Shell­
filh as in hot Climates grow even to our , . 
Ships Bottoms, the chief of which are Oy-
fiers. And I have often cut off the Branch 
of a Mangrov.e fo full o('Oyfiers, Barna­
cles, &c. that I could fcarce lift it into 
the Boat. 

THE next remarkable Thing here worth 
our Notice is the Crocodile, an amphibious 

Creature, 
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Creature, of a dark brown Colour, fortified 
with Scales, large enough to make Caps, 01' 

rather Helmets, for the Negroes, who fi-e­
quently wear them, being MuikeuProot, 
which fhews how vain it is to attadc a 
Crocodile with fmall Arms. This River is 
pefrer'd with them, and they do much Da­
mage. They are generally from twenty to 
thirty Feet long, or thereabouts. 

MR. Bojil1tln, in his Defcription of Gui­
nea, tells us *, that the Crocodile is a ra­
pacious Creature, but in the latter End of 
the next Paragraph he declares, that he ne­
ver heard of any Mifchief they had done, 
As for their Crying, in Order to catch un~ 
wary People as tlley pars by, r am not of 
his Opinion; however, rome Allowance 
mufi: be made [or tile ancient figurative 
Way of Writing, wherein tile Treachery 
of the Crocodile is de[crib 'd; and though 
not by Tear~, yet, r declare, 1 have been 
deceiv,<1 by ,\ Crocodile in the following 
Manm:r - One Evening, as r walk'd rounn 

BelUe 
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Be1Ife Ifland, in Company with Captain 
Connell, of the Guinea Snow, 'Who had a 
large Englijh Bear-Ganren Maftiff that 
walk'd a little Way before us. There lay 
a huge Crocodile upon the Shore, which 
appear'd to us like the Trunk of an old 
Tree left there by the Tide; but we were 
quickly undeceiv'd, for when the Dog had 
got clofe by the Head of it, it made a 
Spring at him, and took him, which fud­
den Motion fa terrified us, that we took to 
our Heels, and as foon as we were far e­
nough out of his Reach, Connell turn'd a­
bout, and whiilled for his Dog Bali, but 
had it been his Misfortune or mine to walk 
foremoft,. we ihould have met no better 
Fate than poor Ball. Nor was the Lofs 
of a Dog, the only Evil we fuftain'd by 
thofe voracious Animals, for whenever our 
-Hogs or Goats "happen'd to feed near the 
Water-fide, they feldom (lfcap'd the Cro~ 
codile, who as foon as they feize their Prey 
make to the River with it. 

T HIS River a\fo abounds "vith Alliga. 
tors, which are much of the fame Nature" 
with Ctocodilesy and ihap'd exaCtly like 

them, 
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them, but of a much {malleI' Size, the lar­
geflllot exceeding tight Feet in Length, 

and therefore are not ablt to do much Mi{­

chief a!lwre, they prey mo{l:ly upon Fi!ll . 

During our Stay in this River we took two 

Alligators, one of which we gave to the 

Negroes, who highly prize the Flc!l1 of 
thL~ Animal as dainty Foou. The other, 

which was about live Foot long, we f.<1l1en­
ed under our Main-top, in order to bring 
Home. 

11 A V j N G thlls f:lr de{crib'd the River, 

let us look a little to the Shore, and here 

we thall find t"vera] Sort'. of wild Beall:s, 
betIdes thofe ,dready mentloll'd; JiH.h as 

Elep]J;ultS, J 'lck,\ ll" Mallurilb, Apes and 
Deer (Jf {eventl Kinds. All which 1 {hall 
de!crihe ill Order: And I1rtl, J (lull begin 
with the Eleph:1I1t, a very brgc heavy built 
Creature, being gcncr:\lIy rrom eleven to 

JUlIlleelt J'ed hIgh. Some Authors tell U', 
they are nlUel! LU'ger in Illdia, ;tnel won dc­

IOUS dOLlblc, ",hie'h is nothing unlikely. It 

\~ cerLlin, ~/rit't1 .,bounus with them, :lS 

m"y "lIpt.n by the great Numbcr of Teeth 
which .m: ye;trly tound in thOle Wood~, 

trom 
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froin whence moil: Parts of Europe are fup­
plied with Ivory_And as to the fhedding 
of their Teeth, at certain-Times, I m~ beg 
Leave to ,give my Opinion, as well as Mr. 
BoJman, who fays, * " Nor is it, in the 
" l€aft probabl€, that a folid Body, compo­
" fed of fuch hard Subtrance as Elephants 
" Teeth, can in about Twenty Years Tim€ 
" grow from One to a Hundred Pound 
" Weight; &c, " To all which I fhall 
venture to give this Anfiver: That it is ve­
ry probable an Elephant's Tooth may grow 
to its full Size in much lefs Time than 
Twenty Years, becau[e the Horn of a Deer 
is no lefs hard, and a Body no lefs folid 

,man the Tooth of an Elephant, yet It.very 
Body kaows that the Head or Horns of a 
Buck are but a Three Months Growth from 
the Time they firft fprout till they are fUll 
grown and bumifh'd: Therefore, if fo fma),) 
lin Animal as a Buck can in Three Months 
produce-fo folid a Subfta'nce, what may we ' 
expect from the largeft and ftrongeft of 
Beafts? Befides, t1;Jere are other vlt.ry per­
fuafive Reafons to iaG.uce one to believe the 

E Cer. 

, *' Defcript. of Guinea, p. 23+-



50 A J7 oyage to Guinea. 

Certainty of this Argument from what I 
have heard fevcral Negroes fay who have 
fearch'd the W oods for Teeth, that they 
nevcr found morc than one in a Place, which 
plainly {hcws they have been dropp'd at 
differen t Times, in different Places, but e­
nough of this. The Elephant feeds moftly 
upon a Sort of Fruit not unlike a Papaw, 
which grows wild in feveral Parts of Gui­
nea. Thcre is Abundance of it upon r ajJo 
Wand, which often invites Elephants to 
fwim over thithcr from the Main. One of 
the Company's Slaves 010t an Elephant one 
Day upon 'Tajjo, who knowing the Fury of 
that Creature when provok'd, ran imme­
diately into a Thicket for a Safeguard. 
The Elephant, at firll:, attempted to follow 
him, but whether the Pain of his Wound, 
or the Clofcnefs of the Trees hinder'd his 
PurliJ it, none can tell; for he quickly 
gave over the Chace, and betook himfelf to 
the \Vater, r (upp<1Ce, to (wim over to the 
l\ bin, tho' he ne\'er reach'd it alive ; for 
he died in the \Vater, ,md the T ide carried 
him down to Foro B,t)", where the Negroes 
quickly knock'd out his Teeth, and cut up 
his Carcals, for they account it excellent 

Food. 
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Food. An Elephant's Motion in the Wa­
ter is fo very fwift that no ten-oar'd Boat 
can rew aw~yfr.om him, and upon L-and 
their 5peed is eq~al t9 a Hand~gall,op. 

THE next is the JackaH, or wild Dog, 
which is about the Size of a large Mailidf, 
the Limbs much thicker and ftronger, the 
Head {hart, flat and broad between the 
Ears, the Nefe nartew, and the Teeth very 
long and {harp; feveral White Men in this 
{Jountry, who .have feen 'em and defcrib­
ed them to me, miftook , them for Wolves 
as fierce as Tigers; having, as they own/d. 
never feen a Wolf in Europe. 

I 511 ALL ,next defcribe a ftrange Sort of 
Animal, call'd by the Whi{e Men in this 
Country, a Mandrill, but why it is fo cal .. 
led I know not, nor did I ever hear of the. 
Name before, neither can thofe who call 
them fo tell, except it ~e for their near Re­
femblance of a human Creature, though no,. 
thing at all like an Ape. Their Bodies, 
when full grown, are as big in Circ=fe­
renee as _amuddle-fiz'l'i Man;s. Their Legs 
much {horter, .and their Feet lon~.r, their 

E 2 Arms 
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Arms and Hands in Proportion. The Head 
is monftroufly big, and the Face broad and 
flat, without any other Hair but the Eye­
brows, the Nofe very iinall, the Mouth 
wide, and the Lips thin. The Face, which 
is cover'd by a white Skin, is monfuoufly 
ugly, being all over wrinkled as with Old 
Age, the Teeth broad and very yellow, the 
Hands have no more Hair than the Face, 
but the fame white Skin, tho' all the ref!: 
of the Body is cover'd with long black Hair 
like a Bear. T hey never go upon all Four 
like Apes, but cry when vex'd or teas'd, 
juft like Children. It is faid, that the Males 
often attack and ufe Violence to the Black 
'lVomen whenever they meet them alone 
in the Woods: They are generally very 
fnotty-nofed, and take great Delight in fcra­
ping it 'down from their Nofes to their 
Mouths, 

W HEN I was af Sherbro, one Mr. Cum­
merbus, whom I lhall have Occafion here­
after to mention, made me a Prefent of one 
of thefe ftrange Animals, which are call'd 
by the Natives Boggoe: It was a She-Cub 
of fix Months Age, but was then larger 

than 
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than a Baboon. 1 gave it in Charge to one 
of the Slaves, who knew how to feed and 
Durfe it, being a very tender Sort of Ani­
mal, but whenever I went off of the Deck, 
the Sailors began to teaze it; fome lov'd to 
fee its Tears, and hear it cry; others hated 
its fnotty Nofe; one who hurt it, being 
check'd by the Negroe that took Care of it, 
told the Slave he was very fond of hisCoun­
try-woman, and aik'd him, if he ihould 
not like her for a Wife? To which the 
Slave very readily replied, No this, no my 
Wife, this a white Woman, this fit Wife 
for you. This unlucky Wit of the Negroe's 
I fancy haften'd the Death of the Beaft, for 
the next Morning it was found dead under 
the Windlefs. • ,,-

As for the Monkies and Deer, it will be 
needlefs to give any Defcription of them, 
they being all fo well known in Europe al­
ready, except the fmall Antelope, which 1: 
ihall have OGcafion hereafter to take Notice 
of, in my pefcription ef the Gold Coail. I 
ihall therefore inform the Reader, that, 
during my Survey of this Place, Cap­
tain Livingjlone loft no Time in fending a-

E 3 ihore 
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!hore fu ch Goods and Anns, as were for 
the Ufe of the Fort. But having done my 
Bufmefs here, and the Ship wanting to be 
careen'd, and to get in a new Mizzen 
Mall:, I thought this a very good Oppor­
tunity to fu rvey the River S Ii E R B R 0 : Ac­
corclingly, I applied to the Governor for 
one of the Company's Sloops then lying in 
the River, and fuch Men as I {honld chufe; 
which was immediately granted, having In. 
il:ructions from the Company, as the other 
Governors had, to aid and affill: me in all 
Things relating to my Survey: And, on 
Monday, the Fourteenth of November, I 
fail'd from Benfe Ifimd, on board the Sier­
ra/eone Sloop, Thomas KirkhalJl, Mall:er, for 
Sberbro " alfo Captain Ridley of the Jac­
quill Sloop, Vlho, being an entire Stranger 
to that River, went with us, in order to ob­
tain Knowledge of it. On TVt'dnefday E­
vening, we arriv'd at the BOllana lOes, the 
largdl: of which 'is ver), well inhabited. 
Here I found [orne white Inhabitants, who 
formerly belong'd to the Royal African 
Company, but had quitted that Service, and 
fet up for thcmfdves, hewing Shallops of 
their OWI1, in which they tr.\ded to the 

North. 
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Northward at Rio Pungo, and Rio Nunnz, 
for Slaves, Teeth and Carnwood, by which 
Means they had brought a very confldera­
hie Trade to thofe Iflands, there being few 
or no Ships bound down the Coaft that did 
.tIot touch there . 

. ON Friday the Eighteenth, we were 
becalm'd at the Entrance of the River 
Sherbro, and I was greatly furpriz 'd at four 
feveral Water-fpouts, which were then very 
near us. As ' we are Strangers to Water­
fpouts in thefe cold Climates, I believe it 
may not be amifs here to give the Reader 
a brief Account of them. 

THE Power and Heat of the Sun here 
is fo great and violent, that if not only ex­
hales and fucks up the Damps and Moi­
ll:ures of low fenny Lands, but alfo vail: Bo­
dies of Water out of the Sea, in the follow­
ing Manner. The Surt:ace of the Water 
firll: turns round like a Whirpool, fl:om the 
Centre of which a Body of Water rifes, or 
r<lther plays up like a Fountain to a vall: 
Height. Sometimes, wh()Il the Sun has not 
Power enough to fufiain fo great a Weight, 

E 4- it 
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it falls down again in a Body fufficient tQ 

founder any Ship; which undoubtedly has 
been the Fate of many a Ship where no 
Man was left alive to telL Therefore to a­
void it, all Ships, when near them, endea­
vour to break them by firing at them, for 
though the Ball {hould n;t hit them, yet 
the Concuffion of the Air feldom fails to 
break them, and then they come down, as 
before-mention'd, without any Damage to 
the Ship. Otherwife, as the Sun's Power 
draws them to and fro on the Surface of the 
Water, no Ship cou'd be we near them. 
At a Di£1:ance, they look like huge Pillm 
rear'd or fet up from the Sea to the Hea­
vens, whofe Tops are regularly dupers'd in­
to dark Clouds; fur tho' no 'Cloud was to be 
feen at the firtt Riling of the Water-fpout, 
yet the Sky {hall quickly be overcail: with 
Clouds that are viiibly fonn'd out of it, 
which feldom fail to bring good Store of 
Lightning and Thunder, efpecially when 
the Sun is down, which happen'd to be our 
Cafe that Night, for I never faw fo much 
Lightning, or heard fo much Thunder, be­
fore or fince. 
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ON Saturday, we got up the River as 
far as a fmall Town belonging to one Za­
chary Ctlmmerbus; a Mullatoe, who was the 
Son of a late Ellglifo Agent upon Y ork 1-
fland. Here I was very kindly entertain'd, 
but being impatient to fee in what Pofrure 
the Company's Affairs 'were upon Y ork 1-
fland, I made no Stay here, but immedi­
ately proceeded up the River, and arriv'd 
at the faid Hland next Day. When I went 
aihore, I found no white Man but one Mr. 
Holditch, a Factor, who was deftitute of all 
Manner of Defence againil: the Natives. 
He told me, he had receiv'd feve~al Viiits 
from them, and that they always took care 
to carry away whatfoever they fancied of 

..... 
the Company's Effects. Here once frood 
a very good Fort, which is now a diiinal 
Heap of Ruins. 

• • THE King of Sherbro, hearing of my 
Arrival, came the next Day with a huge 
Train of Attendants, at leaft three Hun­
dred Men to fee me, and brought with him, 
by way of Prefent, two Kentles * of Rice, 

two 
'! f~ntlt, is a Hundrcu :v eight. 
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two Goats, and a fine wild Boar. In Re­
turn of which, I prefented his Majefty with 
two Brafs Pans, two Pewter Dillies and a 
Bafon, a Fathom of Sletias, * and Four 
Bunches of Beads, a pretty Prefent for an 
Afrt'can King, which however he very 
greedily receiv'd, and ty'd on his Sletias 
immediately about his Neck with a double 
Knot under his Chin, and the two Ends 
hung down before on his Cape Mount Sur­
plice, which is a Sort of Garment made 
and worn by the Natives of Cape Mount, 
being of Cotton, ftriped with Blue and 
White; the Shape is juilly defcrib'd by the 
Name. This done, the King pull'd out of 
his Bofom, the bulhy End of a Lion's Tail, 
which he flourilh'd about feveral Times, 
and made a iOng Harangue, after which he 
fate down by Mr.Cummerbus and faidfome­
thing to him: When he had done,. r afk­
ed Mr. Cum1J/erb~s the Meaning .of all 
that had pafs'd, who told me, that the 
Lion's Tail was his Majefty's Fittiih, and 
he flourilh'd it round, pointing to all the 
Countries as fur or further then we could 

fec;: 

.. $/dias, a ~ Sort of Linjlen Cloth, 
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fee to {how me his Power, and the Extent 
of his Dominions: And, laftly, when he 
fatc down, he deur'd that I might be fpoke 
to for fome V~chl.als to refre!h himfelf and 
his People. n-om whence I concluded, I 
thould be no great Gainer by his Majefty's 
Prefent. 

THE third Day, after taking an Inven­
tory of the Company's Effects, and appoint­
ing one Allen, a Writer, to be an Affiftant 
~o Mr. Holditch, I faluted the King with 
five Guns, took my Leave, and departed. 
It was imagin'd, upon my Departure, by 
Holditch and Allen; that his Majefty would 
have return'd tG Sherbro, but they were 
miftaken, and the King's Stay, they knew 

. would be very expenfive to-them. Up.., 
on this they grew very uneafy, and, in a 
!hart Time, they came to this Refolutio11

1 

to beg of his Majefty to return Home to 
his own Country, and h.i~ People with him. 
At which, the King fell into a great Rage, 
find [wore by his Fittiih, that all the Coun­
try was his, that he only fuffer'd t11'e En­
glijh to retide there upon certain Condi­
tions; that Tork Iilirnd and all the Goods 

u " upon 
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upon it were his, all which he would foon 
make them fenfible of, fiI}ce they had not 
paid him his C OLE. * To which Mr. 
Holditch replied, that it was not three t 
M oons tince his Cole had been paid, and 
that therefore his Majefty could not have 
any juft Claim upon the Company. This 
Anfwer enrag'd the King to fueh a Degree 
that he fuuck Holditch, and feiz'd Allen, 
whom he dragg'd down to the Water-fide, 
and threw him into a Canoe, ordering fome 
of his People to follow me, and leave AI- . 
len with me, and to tell me, that he had 
fent Allen to mel he having no Bufinefs 

~ 
upon rwk Hland, but no one would ven-
ture to do that, fo Allen was permitted to 
walk up quietly from the Water-fide. In 
the mean tirDe, Holditch took the Oppor­
tunity of writing to me the following Let­
ter, which he fent away privately by a fin­
gle Man in a Can~. 

York 

.. Cole is a certain Tribute or Cufrom paid yearly 
by the Royal AJ1-ican Company, not only for Rent or 
Acknowledgment for York IJIand, but ilio for Liberty 
of trading up the River for Camwood and Teeth. 

t The ~egroes reckon by Moons, not by Years. 
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-York Illand, NO'V. 22. 1726. 

Good Sir, 

" you was fGarce out of Sight be-
" fore there arriv'd a Canoe loa­

" den with Camwooo, being Part of an old 
« Debt due from an Inland Trader to the 
« Company. When w~ would have weigh­
« ed it the King hinder'd us, and under a 
" Pretence of demanding the Cole, he has 
cc feiz'd not only that but every Thing elfe 
« he likes: He is now loading his Canoes 
« out of the Company's Warehoufe, and 
« unlefs you come Time enough to pre­
" vent it, w,ill carry off every Thing of 
,« Value 'from hence. I am ..... 

Your very Humble Servant, 

NICH. f'IOLDITCH. 

I T was about Half-Ebb before 1 could 
get away from the Ifland, [0 that I could 
not fail very far that Tide, but upon the fuil: 

Return 

• 
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Return of the Flood 1 was forc'd to come 
to Anchor, where we had not been long 
hefore we (pied a [mall Canoe with a fin­
gle Man in it come paddling in great Haile 
towards us, and as Coon as he came aboard 
he dclivcr'd to me the above Letter, which 
when I luul perus'd, 1 caIl'd the two Cap­
t,lins Xirkbtllll and Ridley, and read it to 
them. I then declar'd, that it was my 
Defign to go immedilitely to the Afiifiance 
of 1 T->lditrb nnd /lllm, and that we had no­
th ing to fear, fine 'c h d a good Sloop 
with eight ,uns mOllnt<:d, anci therefore I 
concluded, that we ought not to fhmd by 
t.l!ndy and fee OUf Mafier~ robb'd before 
our l'.lCc~. Kif lATIn an[wcr'd, that hi_ lli­
firuttil)ll fj-pm ,ovcrnor Cbnr/-l was to take 
Ordtr~ Froln tnt', lind therefore C'd, that 
Wh.llfocvcr t C()mmand~l he wa~ ready and 
willin~ to "h v ) the ulmoH of hi~ Power. 
Hul R,dl ), r. id, i· w.'~ , ladl1cr. with 1i'{ or 

. t ;ck three Of four Hmdred. 

I . lay, 
he 
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immediately return'd with a drawn'CutlafS 
in his Hand. At firft, I thought he would 
have attack'd me; but !-was miftaken, for 
when he had flourifh~ d it three or four times 
over his Head, he' fwore he would follow 
me through Fire and Water. And indeed 
he made his Words good, for that Evening 
he fav'd my Life twice, as the Reader will 
find in the SequeL 

WE immediately weigh'd Anchor, and 
got under Sail, and having a ftrong Tid€ of 
Flood, and a Sea-Breeze, we, 'wen~ not long .. 
getting up to York mand. , In the inean 
Time we charg'd all out' great Guns with a 
fufficient ~antity of Mutket Balls. Th~re 
being a bold Channel b€fore the J.fiane:! we 
came to Anchor within twenty-YaFds of 
the Shore, a little without Side of the King's 
CanO€s. Our fudden Arrival was no finall 
Surpri!Ze to the JZing and his People, efpe­
cially wh(l.ll th€y faw me ~oming alhore at 
the Head of a Canoe with a drawn Sword 
in my Hand, and the tyvo Captains, 3:1fo 
two of the Company's Slaves, hearty young 
Fellows, all arm'd with drawn Cutlaffes. 
As feon as the CaneetGlUch ~d ,th€Shore, 1 

leap'd 
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leo,p'd out, and the: others after. Wc march 
cd up to the old ate or the Parade:, which 
WM then Il:anding, where there were about 
One Hnnrlred Negrofts I(lft! nB J ruppore, to' 

guard the Gate way, all being arm'd with 
ei ther Guns, Javelins, S imitars, Stil1ettoes 
or utloiTeb. I perceiv'd they were a little 
terri/lcd nt aliI Approach, for they open'd 
to the Righl Hod Left, null mnde Way for 
us to march in . From then e WI:. proceec:l~ 

ell direClly to ihc FaCtory-houfe, where the 
King was with the rell: of his uards be­
jnl'e the Door. 'Cheft were bolder than 
the other, nor would they mnke ay for 
lI~, till .1 h,ld eleolt among them [evel':ll 
Ihrewd Hlow" amI /orc. 'd Illy Vvay through 
into the FadOl), houk with ki,/I,), :It my 
l leels. When 1 was In, 1 w.l', c\'.\reeably 
1111\111 /,1 tn (ee ,\ third white Man with 
n oM,!, b and -lilt'll. one S;t/lOII II'jl.l, a Sol­
dIer, bdul1l!,ing til the Company who came 
,Iown the IUvcr lhclt D.w. ill the arureGlid 
Canoe, WIth the elmwood, VVhen I foullLI 
we were II.' white Men III Number, I 
thuught It .1 {lIili~lellt Fort'e tl) rckue our 
Coulh 11'011' Ii .. llllndred Negroe., rh .. t is, 
with the 1 kip 01 ,)Ul' Slo'lp. 1 thC'reiore 

IlJdlel;'d 
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a~drefs'd his Majefty, who underftood En­
glijh, and could fpea.\< a little) in a very 
ftern Manner, and aik~ him, where all 
the Canoes, which were loaded with the 
Company's Camwood were bound? Ht: 
made me no Reply, however, Holditch 
and Allen pour'd forth their Complaints, 
and told me how they were abufed, beat~ 

en and dragg'd down to the Water, &c. I 
aik'd his Majefty, if thefe Allegations were 
true, but I receiv'd no Anfwer. I then 
told him, I had given him a Rope to hang 
himfelf, and without any further Ceremo· 
ny, feiz'd him by his new Neckdoth,(which 
I believe had never been taken off from thl!! 
firft Minute he ty'd it on) and drag"g'dhim 
by it, out of the Houfe; to ·the Middle of 
the Parade, where, before all his Guards, I 
dufted his Cape Mount Surplice heartily 
with my Sword. Thi·s ACtion very much 
te!Tified his Guards; wh9 feeing their King 
fo roughly handled knew not what to ex-· 
peCt: However, they were fenfible he had 
but his Defert, there being a Law at Sher­
bra that whofoever ftruck a white Man; 
fhould, if he was merchantable, be fold 
for a Slave, hut if old, or unmerchantable, 

F that 
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that he fhould be put to Death. We 
knowing this were the more embolden' d 
to do as we did. I dragg'd his Majefl:y by 
the ThFoat, as he before had ferv'd Allen, 
down to the ' lVater-fide, alJ.d put him into 
a Canoe with Orders to Ridle), and Wild to· 
carry him aboard the Sloop, and put him 
in Irons. His Subje~ to whom his Per­
fon was facred, could not bear to fee their 
King taken away from them in that Mau­
ncr, therefore feem'd refolv'd to venture 
their Lives to ref cue him : Accordingly 
they laid hold of the Canoe, nor would 
they let her go off, till we, by cutting and 
wounding feveral of them that held her, 
made Way for her to launch out. T hat 
done, we I~d a harder Tllik to prevent 
them from running into the "Vater agai..flc 
to pull her aIhore; for they prefs'd fo up­
on us that we were Knee deep in the Wa­
ter, and one of th~m full of Revenge, and 
regardlefs. of his Life, got out into the Wa­
ter behind me, refolving to cleave my Skull 
with a TurkiJh Scimitar, which Ridle;' per­
ceiving, leap'd out of the Canoe, and juft 
can1e time enough to give him a Back­
Stroke, which took the Fellow's Wrift as 

it 
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was coming down upon my Head, and cut 
his Hand off almoft. Bi~ley with the vio­
lent Force of the Blow at once filap'd his 
Cutlafs and difarm'd the Negroe, whofe 
Scimitar falling into the Water, Ridley laid 
hold of, and us'd inftead of his Cutlafs.--­
The Natives were now grown defperate at 
feeing their King fitting in the Canoe guard­
ed by Wild with a Cutlafs, and Ridley with 
his Scimitar who ftood at my Back to guard 
me, holding the Head of the Canoe with 
one Hand. This Sight was fo difagreeable 
to them, that they attack'd us very clofely, 
and in fuch a furious Manner that I ' was 
fcarce able to defend myfelf; but as For­
tune would have it, I receiv'd their Blows 
with my Sword, which ofterdl:riking Fire, 
greatly a!arm~d the.People aboard the Sloop 
and caus'd them otten to call out to know 
whether they ihould fire upon the Natives, 
but we being next the Shot I would by no 
Means permit them. It was now very duf­
kiih, and one of the Natives thinking thIS 
a proper Opportunity, was co_ming round 
in Order to ftab me in the Back, but Rid­
ley, gueffing at ilie Intentions of the Fel­
low, advancd a Step or two forwards, and 

• F 2 with 
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with a little Portugueje Stilletto made a fuf1 
Stroke at his Face, which laid his M outh 
open almoil: from Ear to Ear, and though 
it was too dark for his Comrades at F ive: 
Yards Diibncc to fee his Wound, yet they 
were very much difmay'd at his terrible 
Bellowing, he lIot being able to fpeak one 
intelligible Word. Thi; fo alarm'd the 
Natives, that it gave me a favourable Op~ 
portunity of making a Home Thruil: at 
onc who had bore very hard on me, and 
( rail him into the Thigh, and cut an Ar~ 
tcry, out of which the Blood gufh'd vi~ 
lently, which fOflll made him quit his 
Sword, clap his Hand upon the Wound, 
and Fun away. IIe was follow'd by the 
refl, whom we clofdy purfu'd into the 
Woods, wh~re we left them, for Pear of 
meeting with an Ambllfcadc of the Ene­
my. Ridlc)' indeed remain'cl with his 
Royal Prifoncr, and carried him fIfe off 
to the Sloop; but when they came along 
Side her, whilO: Ridl,:,\' was bufied in ma­
king the Canoe f.lll: with a Rope to the 
Sloop. the I mg !lipp' d off his Surplice 
and Hat, and without being percciv'd O:ole 
Into the '>Vater, and fwam afIlOre. IIav-

ving. 
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ving fuften'd the Canoe, Ridley order'd two 
of the Ship's Crew, to come and hand his 
Majefiy into the Sloop, oot they found no 
more of him than his Outiide Cafe. En­
raged at this Difappointment, thtlY came 
directly a{hore, and gave me the above 
Account of the fly and courageous Trick 
the King of Sherbro had put upon them, 
and brought me his Hat and Cape Mount 
Surplice. 

HIS Majefiy's Efcape was a Matter of 
no tina)) Concern to me, well knowing 
what ~ Number of arm'd Men he had up­
on the Wand, who were all grown defpe~ 
tate at the Tr(latrlfent th~y re~eiv'd fi'om 
us that Evening. I therefore il]1mediately 
call'd, as J mfiY fay, a~oundl of War, to , 
confult proper Mflafures for our future 
Security, and to prevent our Enemies fur~ 
prifing the factory-Houfe; 

THE Council being aifembl'd in a 1arg€l 
~anoe which lay under the ProteCtion of 
2: lofty Mangrove, I told them, "That 
I' finee the King had unfortullatyly f<;lf us . 
~I made his Efcape, the Confequences to 

f3 "us. 
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THE Council immediately refolv'd to 
put in Execution what- I had r.ecGmmend­
ed, and Holditch. Allen and Wild :mn'd 
with Muikate)Ons load~n witl} 'Swan-fhQt, 
went direaly to the FaCtory-Houfe. lap .. 
plied myfelf to fecure fuch Canoes as had 
any of the CompanY's EffeCts in them. l 
order'd each Man to get into a loaden Ca­
noe, and take another and tow it after him. 
lo the Sloop, and there make them faft, 
and then to return, and do the like. This 
was perform'd with the utmofr Expedition. 
All being fafe, and the two Cap~ins and 
Slaves aboard, whom I had order'd to ftay 
there, and hold themfelves in Readinefs to 
fire upon a proper Signal, I walk'd up by 
myfelf from the Water-fide, ~intending to 
add myfelf to the Number of tho{e that 
were in the FaCtory-Houfe, when a Shot 
from the Woods graz'd by my Left Ear, 
and fing'd my full-bottd'm'd Peruke. This 
put me . into a horrid Fright. I expeCted 
nothing lefs than ,immediate Death~ for I 
imagin'd that the King had rallied his fcat­
ter'd Troops, and was return'd to refcue his 
Canoes from us, and to facrifice me. I 

F 4 wjfh'd 
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wiih 'd m y(elf aboard one o ( the :'IIlOeS, 

IlIl t Ih Y were gone off : 'ro (bnd gning 
aftt r I he)11 was [J ot ('l rC, J ail th ncxt Shot 
rhOlllci bring lIpOIl I)1 C I'hat dread(ul Dilem­
J1la whic h the J I~l) t1 o( Providcn c had fo 
l ~ l dy ~l l1d (0 mC"cifidly dd ivcr'd me from; 
r iI ,crc(orc took (0 my 11 cis, and ran ~ 

(,(1 ;IS ('v'" T ('(H,Jd toward~ the FaCtory­

J 1011(" wltlch lite Enemy I'c:rctiving, k ­
ve ll '" (c:veral Shot at l1le, nil wh i("\) mir1;'d 
me, I ot fi\(, w ithi n th 1',lr;\d<:- ,ale, 
whic h is d ilh nl (rom th W ale I" fid e.- a b OUI 

thr c Pmlon s, where heing pretty fccurc 
fi'om their hot, r peep'J ou t, nlld culd 
pl:linly di('C;'J"Il a Inrgc Body or U)a k Men 
ra\lied I1ndcr n grc:JI Silk Cotton Tree ncar 
the' Shore, W hen r 6rfi law Ihcm, T W~~ 
rcady to (jJ\I~ into the Enrlh (m rcAcC1.in£ on 

th" n;lI1~er 1 had (() btcly <,;(r:lp'd, Tfol­

rlilr /,I, w ho Ind (<.'\'It li'om the F,\([ory-
110\1(, the II:! .Jr(ls 1 h:ld \"lin, (,llne VC1'y 
nl'l'prlllllciy til tI1V ' Afliflal1lT, :llld brought 
wilh hilll 1(1Il1('lhm!!: (0 rdi·<:tlt 11\(', After 
1 h.ld dr.llll· :1 p:ood Swig (r Flip, <lnd cat 
ell .1 S~a bill ('t 1<1,," 'd, T r '<'ov('r'd Illy Snr 
prir nndFlli\ltll({~. 1 (hen lno1<\1 out to 
{re thl Situ,l(ioll o( Ih, I' nl'lm, who (J,ll, , 
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I found, remain'd under the Cotton Tree. 
I immediately applied 'my Speaking-Trum~ 
Pet to my Mouth, and-caII'd to Ridley in 
the Sloop to fire two of his Guns as near 
as he could to the Root of the faid Tree; 
which he did, with fuch Succefs as to kill 
and mortally wound Eleven of them, 
~s I learnt the next Day ·by a Me1T~nge~ 
that was fent to me, with Offers of Peace, 
from the King of Sherbro: 

T HIS fatal and unexpeCted Stroke quick~ 
ly difpers'd the Enemy, who carried off 
their Dead into the Woods; all which we 
could eafily perceive with the naked Eye. 
I then gave Orders to the Whit~ Men to 
fire froU). the Par.ade, if any Number of 
Negroes fhould approach me FaCtory­
Houfe. I tlien repos'd myfelf for an Hour 
or two, and when I a woke, and found all 
Things quiet, I ventur'd to go down again to 
the Water-fide, between'two Slaves, where 
Ridley in a Canoe met me, and convey' q 
me fafe aboard the Sloop, where I wa1k~d 

~l 0at Night u~on ~eck. 

AB OVT 

• 



/\ "0 II 'r OnC' ,,'Clt)< k, Hf/lrlilrh c~Il'd 

til '11<', ~'ncl (,1;d, IhM he r"W ;, l)(Jrly br 
rl .cm m:mJli1Jg 11 p 10WO ' d the ['llrade C all;, 

I (I,'d",,'d hi, ttl hl'e "pan lit 11) , which 
hr du l, :lI1.! I'iil'd <me, an rl wO'tnrl ed :,no­
Ihr;) in Ihr 'I'h' f~ h, w hi h pl'nv' d to 1><' thl; 
('r}t"pnny'" IJil1f',IIi O, one /llIfOIJio, 

/\ " 0 Ii ' r '('hJ PC 0' '10 k, wr IW:1rf1 ~hc 
R[l nlll 'l!, or .. Cill,or nenl the Sho,c. Up 
<III whir h I frill two SI>1vc" in :1 CJ IlO In 
hrin?, whomfnrv('r I hry n'onlrl ~nd "hODI'd 
In I11r. T hry iml11cdin tcly ohey'd Jl1y Or­
cin'''. ,,11<1 011 IhrlO' A pprr:mr h dirt:ovt'J" d 
till ('C' M.II. wit" ('<,in,.. ti l(' Sl;tv"~ Ic;\p'd 
dirdlly nvn . hl1;ll1l, ~J1J1 {w.lIn an,ol" [hl'O' 

the:: M,'l1wn~r ',' I I"wrvf'!. t hry toc,l thr 
(·,1IHlI"'. ,,,"I hrrll,~ht I>rr "hrJ;1OCI. /\, (,mil 

1/, J>"y 1",,\.1', n,w nf thr M<'11 hl"lI~h l a 
I ,Ifill' " 'I",il tn '11C', wh"h h(' fOlind ill Ihe 

(\'"(lr h~ 11./11 l,ll'rl1, I kl1(w it tll be the 

I 11,,(10 F'll,lh, ,1111 1 r;"'11 theill" 1(01111\1(1 

rd hi~ 1\1"j"O Y wqllid hav" lIl.ld(' hi~ E( 

{,I I''' 111m' '1". ill thr Nir;hl, h"d we not 
II1Irl'cC'ptnl 111111. 

"11011 T 
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ABo U T Sun-rife I went alhore with 
Mr. Cumm'erbus, Ridley ;and two others, in 
Order to confult with Hdlditch, Allen and 
Wild, about removing the Company's Ef­
fects from York Hland. As foon as I en­
tj:I"'d the Factory-houfe, the firft Qbj(;:ct 
that prefented itfelf to my View, was An­
tonio, wbo lay on the Floor groaning with 
the Anguiili of rus Wounds.. At fiJ-ft I was 
furpriz'd, and a£k'd, what was the Matter? 
Holditch told me, that he was among the 
Cabal of Men w.hom I order' d ~o fire at 
about One o'Clock. Antonio then faid : 
" 'Tis very true, Mafter! I have two 
" Tongues; Tongue for white Man and 
" and Tongue for Black Man, I deferve to 
" die, but I came that White'Men fhould 
" not kill Black but be Friends." I then 
a£k'd him, why he came in a hoilile Man­
ner? He faid, They were Seve'1, and that 
one of them, who was kill'd, was a Mef­
[enger from the King of Sherbro with O­
vertures of Peace, and that the other Five 
return'd back. From what Antonio [aid, I 
thought proper to order his Wounds to be 
drefs'd, and his Life preferv'd. And I told 

him, 

• 
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h im, that he fhould live, if what he had 
i;ti~ was Truth. Antonio thank'd me, hi$ 
W ounds was dref5' d with fome excellent 
Salve for the Cure of Gun-fuot Wounds I 
had brought from England with me, and 
in about Half an Hour's T ime began to 
laugh, who juil: before what I faid to him, 
was, as it were, expiring; for the Natives 
of thefe Parts, on fuch Accidents, die more 
through Ftar than any Thing elfe. 

ABOUT Ten o'Clock, we went into 
Council, where I propos'd the Removal of' 
the Company's EffeCts from thence down 
to a Town caU'd Jamaica, in the Poifef­
lion of Mr. Cllmmerbus, I urg'd, that the 
Place we were now in, was of little or n@ 
Defence; that it was impoffible for us to 
fubliil: long in continual Enmity with the 
Natives. Mr. , Holditch was of Opinion, 
that {uch a Removal muil: be of Prejudice 
to the Royal Africal/ Company, but decli­
ned giving his Reafqns, and propos'd that 
AI/tonio ihould b~ brought before Us, and 
cx.lmin'd in ReJ.ltion to what he had faid 
about a Mcifenger that was fent with Over­
tures of Peace to them from the King of 

, Shtrbro 
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Sherbro. This Propofal, at fira, was object­
ed to by Allen, upon the Prefumption, thaf 
little or no Credit was to be given to any 
Thing Antonio had faid, fince as he was a 
Servant to the Company, and yet had taken 
Part with its Enemies. To this, it was re­
plied by Holditch, that tho' Antonio had in 
a great Meafure forte~ted hIs Right to our 
Favour; yet that It was to be obferv'd of 
the Natives, that they generally were faith- . 
ful as to what Account they gave of Things, 
and as to the Office he fill'd, there had 
been no Occafion for removing him, thro' 
Breach of his Duty ull now; and that tho' 
Antonio was no Englijhman, yet as he was 
in the Service, he ought not to be condem­
ned unheard. He concluded, with obferv­
lng, that the very Condition U'pon which 
Antonio had his Life, was that what he 
had faid, and confequently what he ihould 
fay, was the Truth. 

tJ po N all which Confiderations, it was 
refolv'd, That Antonio {hould be examin'd, 
before it was determin'd, whether the Ef­
fects {hould be remov'd from York Hland. 
And, upon this Occafion, Holditch was na-

med 
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med Chairman, and Antonio was order'd to 
be brought in. 

A N'TO N JO obey'd the Summons, 
and Coon appear'd before us, with all the 
antick Signs of Joy and Submiffion he was 
capable of, From his Examination we 
learnt, that the King of Sherbro had been 
impos'd upon, by his Trea[urer, in Rela­
tion to his Cole, of which his Majcfty was 
now fenfib1e; that, upon this Di[covery, 
the King rent lix of his Subjects and An­
tonio to acquaint us of the Error, and to ne­
gotiate a Peace; that the King had order'd 
all his SubjeCts to Jay down their Arms and 
not to alOot at or offend a White Man, up­
on Pain of .Death; and that both his Ma­
jefty and his SubjeCts were in great Want 
o[ Provilions. 

W f. had [carce finifh'd tlllS Examina­
tion, when one of the Looktrs-out came, 
and acquainted us, That one Black Man 
unarm'd was coming from the Woods, and 
that as he walk'd, at certain Diflanccs, he 
threw himfelf profuate on the Ground. 
Antollio had not left us, :lnd though his 

Thigh 
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Thigh was fur £I'om being well, yet he 
leap'd and cry:d out, « That be the Mef­
" fenger from the King of Sherbro, now 
f( the Truth, that fave my Life." 

WE continu'd in Council, and requefi­
efi Mr. Cummerbus, that he would meet 
the Meffenger, and introduce him to us, 
Which he accordingly did, and then fate 
himfelf down in his'Place. After the En­
voy had profuated himfelf three Times. 
he told us, "That his Mafier, the King 
" of Sherbro, "las forry that he had of­
" fended the White Men, in demanding 
cc of them Cole which was not due to 
"him, as he had fmce found from the 
" Confeffion of his Treafurer" whom he 
" had put to Death, as a Rogue and the 
" Occafion of Difference between White 
" Men and Black Men, when there iliould 
,., never be imy; that his Majefi:y was de­
« firous to be at Peace with White Men~ 
., had caus'd all his SubjeCts to lay down 
« their Arms, and had order) d that· no 
« Black Man iliould offend White Man, 
" under Pain of Death; and that His Ma­
"jefi:y and SubjeCts being [hmt of Provi-

« fions 
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him and his Subjects; that it was now pro­
per for us to take the Opportunity of his 
Majefty's Want of Pf(}\Liiions to procure 
certain Privileges from him, which might 
batll now and hereafter be very ferviceable 
to tlie Company, and their Dependents. 
We came to the following ,Refolution to 
fend Mr. Cummerbus as our Embaifador to 
the King of Sherbro, and acquaint him, 
that we were deiirous of living in Peace and 
good Underftanding Witll his Majefty and 
his Subjects, but that as his Majefty had, 
through the evil Counfd of his Minifters, 
committed Hoftilities on the Englijh, and 
had actually put them in Danger of their 
Lives, by feizing the Goods of the Royal 
AfricalZ Company; that we were deter­
min'd for our better Security to temove the 
Company's Effects from York If1and down 
to Jamaica Town, in Cafe his Majefty 
would not grant us the following Privileges: 
I. That his Majefty would, fwear by his 
Fittiili, that he would not for the future 
viiit York If1and ~ accompanied with more 
than twenty-four Attendants, and them to 
be.unarm'd. 2. That if any Negroe or 
Negroes fl;lould attempt to land on the 

G . Ifland 
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Ifiand in an hofl:ile Manner, he or they 
ihould be put to Death. 3. That when 
his Majefl:y's Cole became due, that no 
more than Six Perfons fhould come to re­
ceive it. 4. That thofe Chriitians, or 
White Men that inhabited in Sherbro 
ihould have the free Excrcife of their Re­
ligion without Molefl:ation. 

Up 0 N all which Refolutions the Coun­
cil broke up, and Mr. Cummerbus departed 
with rus Majefl:y's Envoy, for the Woods, 
in Order to treat with the King and h is 
People relating thereto. We fent by Mr. 
CU1Jllllerous the King's Fittilh, which we 
had found in a Canoe, two Days before. 
Our Embalhdor found his Majefl:y fur­
rounded by- a Crowd of his SubjeCts, who 
on his Approach open'd to Right and 
Left, and gave him a free Palfage to their 
King, who was fitting, attended by his 
Nobles, on tl.-e Root of a large Silk Cotton 
Tree. As foon as his Majefl:y faw theElI­
glijh Embalfador, he afofe, and came to 
meet him: Mr. CUl/l1Im'bllS having paid 
his Complements to his M,~eity, acquaint­
ed him with the above Refolutiolls of the 

Council, 
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Council, their Defire of Peace, and the 
Privileges they expected. To all which 
his Majefty replied, '-'-- That he was not 
" willing to ' be at Enmity with White 
" Men, and that when he was return'd to 
" Sherbro, he would hold a Syndic, and 
" decree thofe Privileges we defir'd; beg­
" ged that the Company's Effects might 
" not be remov'd from York If1and, and 
" offer'd us Slaves, Camwood aild Ivory 
" to a coniiderable Value." 

MR. Cummerbus rerurn'd, and we im­
mediately going into Council, coniider'd 
the Contents of the King of Sherbro's Mef­
fage, and in about Half-an-Hour we came 
to a fix'd Refolutlon to remove the Com­
pany's Effects from York-If1and down to, 
Jamaica Town, upon the following Con­
fiderations : I. That the King of Sherbro 
was a Mall whofe Word was not to be re­
lied on, and who had many times before 
difturb'd the ~iet of the Englijh Factory 
on that mand. 2. That the Place was un­
fortified, whereas Jamaica :Town was a 
Place of Strength. 3. That our Provifions 
were very much exhaufted by the Enemy 

G 2 already, 



84 A Voyage to -Guinea. 

already, and that the Slaves that were of­
fer'd us, might through Treachery be the 
utter Ruin of us, at leaf!: they mull be an 
additional Weight upon the Company. 4. 
That our Removal would be of [orne Ser­
vice to the Company, by raving the Cole 
which was paid to the King of Sherbro. 

UPON which, the Management of the 
Removal of the Company's Effects was left 
to Me and Holditch, and we thought pro­
per to intreat Mr. Cummerbus to return to 
the King of Sherbro, and hold a Pallaver 
with him, whilll we accompliih d the De­
fign. He did [0. And a Signal being gi­
ven to Cummerbus, by the Firing off of a 
Gun, he concluded the Pallavel', with tell­
ing his Majelly, in an angry T one, that he 
had been very impolitick in treating the 
Erlglijh in the Manner he had done by at­
tempting to rob the Factory; that we 1ud 
already put the Company's Effects on board 
the Canoes, in order to be carried out of 
his Kingdom down to Jamaictll, of which 
that Gun he had heard was a Signal. His 
Majelly [eem'd very uneafy at the Relation, 
and his Subjects began to mutiny. Mr. 

CU1nlllerbus 
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Cummerbus, who was attended by Antonio, 
immediately repair'd to a Point of Land, 
where one of the Canoesreceiv'd him, but 
he order'd Antom'o to ftay behind, and ob­
ferve the Motions of the Enemy. He had 
not got far from Land, before he was fol­
low'd by feveral of the Natives, who from 
th.e Shoar flung Javelins and !hot Arrows 
at him, one or two of which narrowly mif­
fed doing Execution; he could perceive 
their Numbers increafe, but he was foon out 
of their Reach. 

THE next Day towards Evening, Anto­
nio and fIx others found Means in the Hol­
low of a Tree, to paddle down with the 
Tide . to Jamaica Town. ~y him we 
learnt, That a Pallaver, on the Departure 
of Mr. Cummerbus, foon arofe between the 
King and his Subjects; that his Majefty, 
to avoid their Refentment, and its fatal 
Confequences, diverted their Fury, by com­
manding them to purfue our Embaffador, 
alledging, that he muft be the Author of 
the :ProjeCt for removing the Company's Ef­
fects, -.fince, as he himfelf had confefs'd, 
they were convey'd to his Town of Ja-

o 3 maica ; 
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maica ; with Orders to bring him dead 0, 
alive. This Political Scheme had its defi.r:­
ed Effect: His Subjects to a Man purfu'd 
Mr. Cummerhus without 'feeing through his 
Majefty's Defiglil, who took this Opportu­
nity to elope, fearing that his enrag'd Sub­
jects, who through his Means had loft the 
Benefit and Advantages of that Englijh Set­
tlement from among them, if he {bould re­
turn to Sherbro, {bould pOll on or otherwife 
deftroy him; [0 he fled to fome other Place 
and was never heard of any more. ' 

THE Natives finding it was in vain any 
longer to ftand gaping, on the Shoar, after 
the E71glijh EmbaJTador, return'd to the 
place of Rendezvous, and, finding that 
their King had abfconded himfelf, they im­
mediately proceeded to elect another to fill 
the Vacancy, perceiving, when it was too 
late, that he was a Traitor to his Country. 
Tho' the Dignity of King dell:cuds general-' 
Iy in the Hereditary Line, yet when a Man 
has betray'd his Truft, and is either put to 
Death, or abdic.\ted; in fuch Cafe his Fa­
mily is rejected for his Perfidy, and the 
People have the Choice of another. 



A Voyage to Guinea. 87 
IN the Cafe before us, the Natives pro­

ceeded to the Election, in the following 
Manner: The NobleShaving nam'd the 
Senior Captain to fucceed; the People 0-

pen'd to Right and Left, forming a Lane, 
through ~hich the Candidate was carried, 
by two Men, fianding upon their Should­
ers: And this is done with great Dexteri­
ty. As he paffes along, his Subjects view 
him, bow before him, and halloo : In all 
Cafes of this Kind, the King is expos'd to 
the View of all his Subjects, and carried 
through his Territories, and the whole M­
fair terminates in one merry Day; fo that 
the Inauguration of their Kings is not very 
pompous, expenfive, nor ceremonious, they 
being equally Strangers to Coronations and 
Coronation-Oaths. 

THE new King, whofe Name ,was MA­
X IMO having difpafeh'd a Slave in a fmall 
Capoe, to Sherbro, with Orders that the 
Caboceroes * iliould fend him a Number of 

G 4 Canoes 

'* Ctlboceroes, are the principal Men, and common­
ly limitted to a fet Number, who, i" <;afe of D eath, 

they 
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Canoes direCl:ly, in Order to convey him 
and his People, immediately order'd them 
to repair to the Factory-houfe for that 
Night. The next Morning, the Canoes ar­
riv'd from Sherbro, and the King foon after 
en:;bark'd his Troops, after having rejected 
the Propofal of foule of his Nobles, of 
burning the Factory-Houfe. But to return 
from this feeming Digreffion. 

WE had got every T hing on board Time 
enough to iail next Ebb, and tho' we had 
fo many Canoes in tow after us, yet we 
reach'd J amaica that Tide. I went aihore 
with Mr. Cummerbus, and pitch'd upon 
two good H oufes, which I bought for a 
Trifle of hi~n, for the Company's Ufe, and 
the f."tITle Afternoon we unloaded fome of 
the Canoes, and ftow'd the Goods in one 
of the Houfes, the next Day we brought 

all 

they chofe out of the Common;'l.lty~ Pc.:rfon~ 3J~:J11C ' j 

in ) car<, (for ;'O\/Og Men are (tlJom .dmltt.o into 

this Veneral,le A[em!>lr) who are oblig'd to exprel$ 

their Gratitude to their ElcCt:ing Brethren hy a Prc(ent 
of a Cow, and (orne Drink; after which Ihey are law­

fully admitted Jnd conform cd. 



A P oyage to Guinea. 89 

all the reft ailiore. During our Stay here I 
was very kindly treated by Mr. Cummerbus, 
who did all he cou'd tomake his Town a­
greeable to me. At our firft Landing we 
were receiv'd by a Number of People at the 
Water-fide, and when we got out of the 
Canoe, Mr. Cummerbus fpoke to his two 
chief Captains to bid the People pay m~ 
their higheft Compliments, which they did 
in the following Manner: -They firft fur­
rounded me, and then two of them catch'd 
me up in their Arms, and tofs'd me from 
thence cleverly on Top of their Shoulders; 
which done, away they ran with me to the 
Town roaring, fquaIling, and making fuch 
Noifes, as if they were poifefs'd; fome 
leaping and fkipping about lik~ mad Men, 
others charging and difcharging their Muf;.. 
kets as faft as they could. At firft I was a 
littl~ afraid they intended to play me fome 
Trick,but I was foon convinc'd that they 
defigned to play nothing byt the Fool; for 
they ran about with me to every Creek and 
Corner of the Town, and the Women and 
Children gather'd about their Doors, all 
clapping their Hands as a Token of their 
Joy. During this Ceremony, (which lafted 

about 
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about a quarter of an Hour*) Mr. Cummer­
bus had a Drum beating and a Trumpet 
founding at his Door, where they at lail: 
brought and fet me down hav41g ran them­
felves and me quite out of Breath. This 
done Mr. Cummerbus order'd one of his 
Captains to fire the Guns, being feven finall 
ones which were planted near his Houfe. 
When I had receiv'd this laft Salute, I was 
conducted into a large open Room where a 
Cloath was laid for Dinner, or rather Sup­
per, being paft 4 o'Clock, Prefently carne 
uponTable feveral Dulles of boiI'd and fried 
Fifh with Roots, fuch as Yams and Pota­
toes; after which we had a fecond Courfe 
of roafted Meats, viz. a Fore-quarter of 
~aberita, 0.- young Kid, which eats as well 
as Venifon, and in another Difh four large 
Fowls. In {hort, we never wanted for Plen­
ty of good Victuals tllere, and tolerably well 
drefs'd. As for Liquors I always found 
them, and when my Sugar was all fpent, 
we than drank Madeira Wine. Having 

fettled 

* Their Towns are not brge, rarely exceed fifty 

Houfes, Huts or Hovels, fo that all the Inhabitants 

might e,flly lee this R,ry-!how, in the Time men­
tion~d. 
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fettled theFactory here, on the twenty-nint!} 
of November, we took our Departure, fa­
luting the Town with Seven Guns, which 
they returned in Order: When we were 
under Sail Captain Kirkham told me there 
were but Eight Bottles of Madeira left. This 
was no good News to )lS, for in tllefe ex­
~effive hot Climes where we have fo violent 
and continual a Perfpiration, iliat ~ntity 
of Liquor which is fcarcl: fufficient to fup­
port our Spirits may make us very drunk in 
Europe; however we made ilie beft of it, anq. 
at Low Water anchor'd near a Place where 
one of our .* Gromettas told us, that Sugar 
Canes grew wild. I therefore fent lUm and 
the two Slaves in a Canoe a(hore to cut 
fome, and in lefs ilian two Hoars they re­
turn'd with a good Bundle, being all they 
could find. Thefe being cut and pre[s'd, 
we fteep'd in Water, till it was tweet e~ 
nough to make Punch, having good Store 
of Rum and Limes aboard. The next Day 
we got to the River's Mouth, and anchor'd 

near 

• A Gromella, is a Black Freeman who hires him­
felf by the Week, to work for anyone, but chicRy. 
for White Men, oy whom many here ore cmpJoy'~ 
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there being not one Drop of Water to be 
feen fo high up among the Mountains in 
the dry Times l therefo(e they always carry 
up their Canoes in the latter End of the 
rainy Seafons, which generally laft about :{ive 
Monthsofth~Twelve,wherethey cutWood, 
and fearch for Teeth. The next Rains bring 
them down. They often fee many Sorts o.f 
wild Beafts among thofe MOlilltains, whofe 
Negroe Names I can't underftand, but fup­
pofe them to be Lions, Tigers, Leopards, 
&c. from whom they [eldom receive any 
Damage. I am likewife inform'd, that a 
large Branch of the River Sherbro empties it­
felf into the Sea near Cape Monte, but is 
not navigable for any Veifel by Reafon of 
a great Bar near the Mouth of it, caIl'd 
Shea-Bar, otherwife it wou'd be a very 
fhort Cut from Sierraieone, &c. to Cape 
Monte. 

T HIS is the beft Account I can give of 
Sherbro, except that it is a very plentiful 
Place, and fupplies Sierraleone momy with 
frefh Provifions, therefore in Hopes of bet­
ter InformatioD.§ I went afhore, as aforefaid, 
with Kirkham, but was difappointed, for 

Pearce 
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P earce and Sa1ldelfon were gone in their' 
Shallops trading to the Northward forSlaves; 
&c. at Rio Pungo. W hen we went inte 
P earce's Houfe we found his Wife like a:. 
good H oufewife with all her Women Slaves 
about her fuinging Beads and counting 
* Booges. She treated us very handfomly 
and fent out fome of her Slaves to gather 
Cocoa-Nutts for us. And tho' her Huf­
band had left her no Sugar at his going a­
broad, yet !he made us extraordinary good 
Punch with fine Honey; and K irkham, 
unknown to me, begg'd a Pot of it to carry 
aboard. 

THERE is a Ledge of funken Rocks 
which run off into the Sea, about a League 
Weft froth thefe IIlands, which may eallly 
be difcover'd and avoided by the Breakers, t 

on 

" Boogn, or Cow'I)", are finall Eajl-India Shells, 
which are Current Money in all Parts of Guinta. 

t Break • .,., are the Waves that roll or tumble Come­

times on the Shore, Cometimes over Cunken Rocks, or 

Sand Banks. They are call'd by the Dllt,h, BUT7>.NI, 
becauCe in the Night thoCe Breakers appear like a 
Fbme of Fire. 
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on the Outfide of which the Sloop lay about 
four Miles dillant from the Shore. It was 
duikifh when we left fue mand, and be­
fore we got a Mile from the Shore it was 
fo dark we could not fee Land, much lefs 
the Sloop, nor was there a Star to be {eell in 
the Firmament; however we row'd up and 
down for a long whil~, not knowing which 
Way we went, Adaft, I began to grow 
very uneafy, and defired Kirkham to lye by 
all Night for fear of rowing fo far off to Sea, 
as to be out of Sight of Land in the Morn­
ing, fo that having no Compafs on board) 
we ihou'd not 'know which Way to fteer 
for the Land when Day broke, but run th~ 
Hazard of periihing for Want of Sufte­
nance, having nothing aboard bat a few 
Cocoa-nuts, and a Pot of Honey. Kirk­
ham allow'd my ObjeCtions to be very juft, 
but then aifur'd me then: was a greater and 
more certain Dahger on the other Hand, in 
as much as that the rainy Seafens 'were ~hen 
pretty far advanced, there was all the Rea­
fon in the World to fear a Turnadoe's com­
ing down upon us in , the Night, and we 
being in ~ little open Canoe on the wide 
Ocean, could have · no Chance to avoid 

foundering. 
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foundering. All this being very true we 
agreed to row on a little longer in Hopes of 
feeing either the Land, or the Sloop. A­
bout an Hour after, we found ourfelves near 
[ome fmall Breakers, which we fuppofed to 
have been the aforefud Ledge of funken 
Rocks that lay from the Shore almoil: to 
the Sloop. They being upon our Right 
Hand we row'd along by the Side of them, 
not doubting but they would be a fure Guide 
to us, either to the Shore or the Veifel. 
When we had row'd a litde Way we came 
to the End of them, but could fee no Light 
from the Sloop; then we row'd a little ru­
ther upon the fame Courfe as near as we 
could guefs, but were ilill in the Drak. 
This gave us various Apprehenfions, nor 
could we tell what to do; 'tis certain Kirk­
ham was entirely in the Fault, for he il:ay'd 
fo long bargaining about a Man-Slave he 
bought aihore, that Night fi:ole upon us 
unawares; however, I would not upbraid 
him with it in this E:Ktremity. 

W H 1 L E we were thus furrounded with 
difmal Thoughts, we on a fudden were 
furprJed by the roaring of fome wild Beail:, 

I 
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I fuppofe it was a Lion which feemed not 
to be very far off. We immediately row'd 
towards the Noife, and-fvon faw the Land, 
having a bright fandy Beach with a few 
Rocks upon it. We haul'd our Canoe a .. 
thore juft behind one of the Rocks, which 
in fome Mctafure, help'd to break off the 
Swell, but the Noife of the wild Beafts if>l'" 
creafing athore, none of us would venture 
to leave the Canoe. W e guefs'd it now to 
be about T wo Gr Three o'Clock, not had 
we been there long before it fell a thuader­
ing and lightening, as if the Elements were 
all a-fire. This was the Forerunner of a 
mighty Turnadoe *, which whiftled fo ve~ 
ry loud through the Trees, that we could 
no longer hear the Roaring of the wild 
Beafts, probably the Turnadoe might have 
drove them into Dens, but when the Wind 
was over, the Rain began to fall vehement­
ly. We had no Shelter in, the Canoe, nor 
dare we go athore to reek any under the 
T rees, left the wild Beafts {hould return, 
and devour us : However, we thought OUf-

H [elves 

* B.jman, p. 112. calls it a 'Travadoe! though by 
what Authority, I could not learn . T he Natives call 
thefe Storms by this N ame. 
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felves happy, to have fo narrow an Efcape 
from the Dangers of the Sea; therefore we 
fat ftill contentedly, and took the Rain as 
it fell . About Day-break it gave over, and 
by that Time we were pretty well foak'd, 
having nothing on but thin white Waill­
coats. '!\Then it was clear Day, we found 
ourfelves in Yawry Bay, about Two Lea­
gues Northward to the Plantan( Iilands, 
which we could fee plain enough, but as 
for our Sloop !he was gone, and no Sign 
of her to be feen. This laft Misfortune 
was more intolerable than any of the pre­
ceeding, and though my Life was at Stake, 
there was no Poffibility immediately to get 
dry Cloaths. In this deplorable Condition, 
we agreed to make the beft of our Way to 
the B01Zalla -Ifiands, which were then in 
Sight of us, about Four Leagues difi:ant, 
there to refi'efh ourfelves at one Mr. Bonner­
man's, and if we {hould hear nothing of 
our Sloop to profecute our Voyage along 
Shore in the Canoe to Sierraleone. Ac­
cordingly we put off, and though it was a 
long Stretch for our poor hungry futigu'd 
Grometta's, we could not help it, Neceili­
ty had no Law: The poor Fellows did the 

heft 
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beft they could, but about Ten q'Clock 

\ the Sea-Breeze began to fet in pretty ftrong 
in our Teeth: This increas'd their Labour 
and our Sorrow, tho' neither lafted long; 
for We foon fpied a Sailftanding)n for the 
Land right before the Wind, and iliap'd 
our Courfe toward her. She happen'd to 
be our own Sloop that was drove off to 
Sea, by the violent Turnadoe that happen­
ed about' Three o'Clock that Morning, and 
was going in again to the Plantanes, to en­
quire after us, being very much afraid we 
were, either * 'panyar'd, or fomething 
worfe had happen'd to us. As foon as we 
got aboard, we fteer'd away, North-North 
Weft, for the Wind being Weft-South­
Weft, we could not weather rlle Bonanas. 
but ran between them and Cape Shelling, ' 
on the Main, and fo continu'd our Courfe 
for Sie;raleone. I q~ickly 1hifi:ed my 
Cloaths, and refreili'd myfelf, after which 
I went to Bed. The next Day we got in­
to the River Sierraleone, and, I finding 
myfelf a little out of Order, fear'd I had 

Hz an 

'" To Panyar is to kidnap, or fteal Men. It is a 
Word us'd all over the Coa~ of Guinea. .... 
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an Ague coming on me; therefore I went 
alhore in Maria 's Bay, in Hopes that a lit­
tle Exercife might do me Good. The next 
Morning, being the Third of D ecember, we 
arriv'd at Benfe Hland, and GovernorCharies 
din 'd that DRy aboard the B onetta, but r 
grew fo much out of Order that I could 
eat nothing, and at Night difcover'd all the 
Symptoms of a Malignant Fever, which 
confin'd me to my Bed, till the twenty­
ninth, nor was I able to get upon Deck till 
Wednefday the Fourth of January 1726-7, 
that ,we arriv'd at Cape Mezurado. * 

.. Cape lIJtZurad. is a high Hill. The Natives of 
the adjoining Country have fine large Houfes, in one 
of which are ,,"ommonly lodg'd lift)', or fixty Men, 
Women and Children, all which confufedly intermix 
in their Lodging: The Vlomen are handfome, and 
are permi tted to grant favours for Gain. They are 
a civil, good-natur'd People. The Men do not care 
greatly to work, but leave it rather to their Wives. 
Their Religion principally conlifts in rel'erencing and 
obeying their King and the Governour fet over them, 
without concerning themCelves about what is above 
them, being very follicitous about nothing but Eating 
and Drinking, and making merry. They live in 
Peace with all their Neighbours, and account the Eq­
rOptallI their only Enemie" who many times make 

inroads 
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IN the mean time, our Ship faiI;d from 
thence on the Eighteenth, and on the 
Twenty-fifth anchor'd at Gallinas, where 
lay the !?<!feen Elizabeth, Captain Creighton 
beforemention'd, who invited Captain Li­
'Vingjlone to take a Chriftmas Dinner with 
him, and iliew'd him a utter from one 
Benjamin Crojs, Third Mate of the Expe­
dition, Captain Malltiffi, who was panyar'd 
by the Natives of Cape Monte *, about 

II 3 three 

Inroads upon them, feize (orne of them, and fen them 
for Slaves, which they retalliate when it is in their 
Power. The River, which difcharges itfelf into the 
S.a, takes its Courfe weftwards three Miles, and di­
reilly to Rio &dl,-' eafrwards, whitbr the Natives 
daily pafs in their Canoes, and trade either in the na­
tural Produce of the Country, or Elephants Teeth, 
by Reafon a much greater Number of Ships Come to 

Rio Sdlr, than here . 
., This Cape is a Hill Ifomowhat higher than that 

of Cape Mezurado, and is diltant about T en Miles 
from it. It is furni{h'd with numerous Villages. The 
Natives of this Cape are indultrious to the lalt De­
gree; in Planting of Rice and Boiling of Salt they 
are indefatigable, both for the King and themfelves, 
whofe Slaves they are accounted. They are not well 
ltor'd with Cattle, -alfo not m~n)' Fow\, but they are 

very 

, 
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three Weeks before, and detain'd there to 
make Reprifals for fome of their Men that 
had been formerly panyar'd by fome En­
glijb Ship, as !he traded down the Coaft: 
A Cuftom too often wed, efpecially by 
Briflol or L iverpool Men, which is very 
pernicious to the Slave Trade on the Wind­
ward Coaft. Crqfi, hearing of the ~een 

Elizabeth's 

very g<>od. They have great N umbers of Elephants, 
Tigers, Buflles, Harts, and other wild Beafis. T hey 
have great Plenty of Fiih, which they catch with 
large Nets. A Man marry as many W ives as he can 
maintain, who work hard, and provide thereby, in a 
great Meafure for themfelves. They live contentedly 
with their Wives, and feem not much concem'd if 
they beftow their Favours fometimes on other Men. 
Their Cloathii:g is white, and refembles an Alba, or 
Surplice. But the Women go almoft naked, having 
only a narrow Cloth wound about their Middles, and 
fome go quite naked, not in the leaft alham'd of 
what Nature has beftow'd on them. As to their Re­
ligion it is much the fame with that of the Natives of 
MfZUradq, only that they are not fo much addiGled 
to Gluttony and Jollity. Their Military Weapons, 
which are only Bows and Arrows, are kept rather for 
Ornament than Ufe, for they never go to "Var, end· 
ing their Differences amicably by Treaty. The Ccun­
try hereabouts is very pleafant, and a1fo exceeding' 
fertile. 
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Elizaheth's Arrival at Gall£nas, and being 
left by his own Ship, wrote the [aid Letter 
to Captain Creighton, begging that he would 
redeem him, which Livingjlone agr.eed to 
do, upon his Arrival at Cape Monter he 
being bound down the Coaft after the Ex­
pedition, for Creighton wf1.s bound for Sher­
bro. 

T HAT Day c:une into the Road, the 
FrimdJhip Brig, of Brijlol, one Barry 
Commander, who likewife din'd aboard 
the §(.gem Elizabeth, and towards Night, 
having drank pretty freely, infulted the two 
Captains, who not being able to bear it, re­
turn'd him proper Marks of their Refent­
ment; which fo enrag'd him, that he im­
Plediately went aboard his ovV'n Ship, and 
in a Pir~ti<;al Manner fir'd a Shot at the 
§(.gem Elizabeth, which had like to have 
carried away her Fore Stay, and having, af; 
his Departure, threaten'd Livingjfone, in 
a particular Manper, to come aboard and 
whip him; Livingjlone therefore hafien'd 
;iboard his own Ship, and put hirnfelf in 
the befi Pofiur~ of Defence he could. Ac.,. 
cordipglYl when he came aboard, and per-

H 4 ceiv'd 

" 
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ecivcd the Brig flandiqg t(Jwards him, he 
ul'ccl fcvcnd ShrJt at her, which ma,de her 
nicer orr. 

'f' rl)~ next r ay we liliJ'd Jj'om th nee, 
nnd 0 0 the Twenty-ninth Ilrriv 'd at Cup, 
MOIII(' wherc we (l aid Four Days, <hI I iog 
wllicb 'rime Captain Livingj10llP rcdt:cm'd 
Mr. Crrlji ;11 the J~xpcn<;e of about fifty 
1'000ndH ~l(;rlillg, , nel brought him aboard 

the !lOIlI'llfl, where he l1.,\hl till the Twcll­

tieth-lix lh of ]anll(1ry, whcn We arriv'd at 
St, ./1l/1lr/'~tJs, where we found fcvcraJ Eng­
lifb and fi'rrnch ~hip5, among whom was 
the RXjJrtli,iol1, aptain Mal/fijfi' who 
thrtl1kfully repaid Livillgj10Ilf, find took 

roji again. 1 ob(crvcd t hat the Natives 
wl~o can1e ,ill" to tr;ldc with liS were mighty 
timorouH of oming abonrd, (or Jl::1r o( 
beinf.', p'"1yar'd; :lIlft ~'Vt'n thofe who were 
bolel t'llol1gh to VCllfIlt"C, jf t1wy dlaJJ("d to 
fpy :ll1y AlinK abollt the Ship, illllllediately 
tlley ICllp'e1 ovn tht' Sidt, into thl'lr C;ll)OCS, 

nnel 11l111«' the heft o( their Way a{hore 
£i'om \lA, Theft' N,grocs ft'l'In to he very 
incll1!lriolls, ((11 they nil go clad with their 
own Mal111f.lclllleR, 
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'ON Monday, January the Se<;ond, we 
fail'd alone from thence to Cape l'.1ezurado, 
vvhere we arrived on the Fourth, and an~ 
chor'd in Eight Fathom Water, juft be­
hind the Cape, about Two Leagues diftant 
from the Mouth of St. Paul's River, 
where we lay till Noon next Day; but be­
ing loth to venture a{hor~, and finding that 
none qf the Natives would prefurne to 
~ome off to us, we took our Departure 
from thence for the River Junek, failing 
always as clofe by the Shoar as we could 
well venture, ~ Order to make the true 
I'urvey, which indeed very mucl1 retarded 
our Voyage, as being oblig'd to come e~e­
ry Night to Anchor. At TW9 o'Clock 
the next Day we anchor'd at Five Fathom 
before the faid River, into which I went 
with our Long-Boat to take the Soundings 
and Bearings of it. The Entrance is [0 very 
rocky that it is impoffible for any [mall 
Ship to get in, however on the Infide it i'i 
navigable and comes away with a fine 
fmooth Current from the Eaftward. About 
Six in the Evening, we return'd aboard, 
f1ithout having any Difcourfe with the 

Natives, 

; 
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Natives, tho' we faw many of them on 
the Shoar. The next Morning we weigh'd 
from thence, and I went on with my Sur .. 
vey down the Coaft. On Monday the 
Ninth we anchor'd off of the River SeJlos, 
where we ftaid Six Days, having in Com­
pany the Providence Brigantine of London, 
Captain Guttier, During our Abode here, 
I took the Soundings and Bearings of this 
Rivet. The Entrance of which is like­
wife rocky and very lhoal ; [0 that it is na­
vigable for nothing larger than a good Long­
Boat tho' a broad fpacious Bafon. On the 
WIde, on the Right Hand as YOll go in, 
is fituate a large handfome Village which 
takes its Name from the River. There we 
took in what Wood and Water we had 
Occafion for, paying nothing but a fmall 
Prefent, by Way of Acknowledgment to 
the King. The People of this Counlr¥ 
are courteous enough to Strangers, tho' 
[omewhat ihy of the Englijh. Proviiions 
are not very dear, tho' vcry [carce here, 
except Ricc, of which we bought a good 
~antity, al[o [orne Fowls. On the Four,. 
teenth, we had a very hard Gale of Winq 
at Eaft-South-Eaft, which obliged us to 

let 
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let go our beft Bower An!:hor, and lower 
our Yards and Top-Mafts. The Fifteenth 
being fair Weather we fail'd, and on the 
Tw~ntietharriv' d at Cetra-Crue, where we 
anchor'd before the Town in Six~een Fa­
thom Water. We had fcarce lain there an 
Hour before a Canoe came _ qff to -us, and 
we aik'd one of the Fellows, who fpoke a 
little Englijh, if they had any Goats, Hogs, 
0r Hens alhoar? And he anfwer'd us after 
his-Way, that they had too much Goats, 
too much Hogs and Hens. This gave us 
fome Reafon to hope that frelh Provifions 
were cheap, and plenty h~re-,- The next . 
Pay the Chief Mate and I, (after taking 
the Soundings and :Bearings) went alhoar, 
where we were received at the Water-fide 
by a great Number of the- Natives, who 
con<!uB:ed us into the Town, which at firft 
Sight appeared very odd to me, all the. 
Houfes being built upon Piles at leaft Five 
Foot high from the Ground; whether to 
preferve them \ from the unwholefome 
Damps of the Earth in the rainy Sea[on~ 
ot: from the Fiercene[s of wild Beafts in 
the Night, I know not; but it is certain 
that this Country abounds with many Sorts 
_. of 

L~ __________________________ _ 
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of wild Beail:s, and I believe it is .not much 
frequented by White Men, becau[e that as 
we walk'd thro' the Town all the People 
ran down out of their Houfes to gaze at 
us, following us where ever we went, but 
Mr. Carfe our Chief Mate, being defrrous 
to buy fome of their freill Proviiions which 
the Man told us they had [0 great a Plenty 
of, went to the Head Man of the Town, 
who is a Kind of Petty King, to obtain a 
Li1:Jerty of Trade with his SubjeCts, becaufe 
hitherto they had produced nothing to us 
for Sale. His Majefty immediately granted 
his Royal Licence, an<l being at Dinner, 
defrred Mr. Carfe to iit down and feed 
with him, which Mr. Carfe did: Their 
Dinner WitS boil'd Rice and Palm Oil; and 
one of the Lords then in waiting gave 
Mr. Carfe a Shell inftead of a Spoon. And 
when they had din 'd, the King de[rr'd him 
ro put his Spoon in his Pocket, which he 
did, but when he was coming away, the 
King told him he muft not ftir till he had 
return'd him a Pre[ent in Lieu of the fine 
Shell, and Mr. Carfe did give him [orne 
Trifle or other, out of his Pocket, which 
he greedily took, and thep difmifs'd him. 

We 

\ 
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We were under fome Concern to find our­
felves fo grofsly mifinform'd by the Negroe, 
for here was nothing to be- got but fome 
Malagetta Pepper and a few Pine Apples; 
the moft delicious Fruit in the whole World. 
They are from Six to Ten Inches in Length 
when ripe. 

ABO U T Three Leagues and aD Half, 
South-Eaft of Cetra Crue are two funken 
Rocks about feven "or eight Miles from the 
Shore, and within two Hundred Yards of 
each other. The Northermoft is a fiat 
Rock above fifty Yards in Length, the 0-

• ther a fteep Rock, on which a Ship be­
longing to Mr. Harris of London was loft, 
in the Year 1719, having nine Foot Wa­
ter on one Side, and five Fatho~ on the 
other. 

ON 'sunday, the twenty-fecond, we left 
Cetra Crue, ~nd on the twenty-fourth we 
doubled Cape Palmas. About Seven Lea­
gues North-Eaft of the Cape is a Town 
caU'd Ojiend, where we were inform'd that 
the People of St. Andrews, the next Town, 
having a Pallaver with thofe of D rewin, 

had 

I 
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had lately made War upon them, and burnt 
Drcwill to Allies, taking all the Men, Wo­
men and Chi ldren, whom they [old very 
chc;tp to the Ships then lying at St. An­
drews. We therefore pafs'd by Drewin, 
and , on the twenty-fixth arriv'd at St. An­
drews, where we found the Expedition, &c, 
This is an extraordinary good Road for 
Ships, and, o[ late, is become a Place of 
very good Trade, efpe ially fmce the De­
molition of Drewi,l, We fl:aid no longer 
than was necef[n.ry for taking a Survey of 
this Bay, and then went on to the rdl: of 
the !J0aqllo oafl:, which extends itfelf from 
Capt.: Pa/mas '" Eall: by North about One 
Hundred Leagues to the River Mancha, by 
[om' cn.ll:d Rio CObl'C, but by others the 
Oolrll'1l Rivt'r, This Con!\: is not ncar fo 
well inhabited as the O,'ail1 Con!l:, which 
extends itfd[ rr(lm ape MOllft', South-Eall., 
Ont: Hundred and fifteen Leagues, or there-

abouts 

The Inhnbinnts of this Place are Savages, ex_ 

cet:ding covetou", and delight in Human FleCh, when 

dIe), cnn come at it. They arc porr.r.'d of a oun­

try which allord. them great Plenty of Provitioos, and 

indeed they want nothing that is necelfary for the 
SuppOrt of Life. 
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about to Cape P almas: N 0r are the N a­
tives fo civil as the former, for we have 
very often lain by before~Town, ~d fir'd 
a Gun for the Natives to come off, and in­
form us what Town or Place it was, but 
were never the wifer, for no Soul came 
near us. But at length we learnt by fome 
Ships that were trading dawn the Caaft, 
that the Natives fddom ven.tur'd aboard an 
Englijh Ship, for Fear of being panyar'd; 
but that they would readily come off to a 
French Veffel. This Knowledge was of no 
finall Service to us, for . afterwards we dif­
play'd nothing but French Colours, and 
traded with th,em in the French Language: 
By which Stratagem, we daily gain'd good 
Information, and had befides thlf Advan­
tage of buying frdh Provifions from them; 
of whiGh their Country affords great Plen­
ty; but fuch notorious Thieves and Brutes 
are no where eKe in the Wodd to be fotInd. 
When they come aboard to us, if they "iee 
any thing they like, if they have an Op­
portunity they are fure to fieal, otherwife 
they never fail to beg it : And if we deny 
them, they will immediately go aihore in 
Dudgeon, and will let no Body eKe come 

off 
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off to US; [0 that we are obliged to hide 
every Thing, bllt what we are willing to 
(acrifjce to them. Whenever our Boat 
went to trade with them for frelh Proviii- ' 
ons, they always took good Store of Arms 
and Ammunition with them for Fear of 
the Natives, nor dare they land, but <'orne 
to Anchor within Forty or Fifty Yards of 
the Shoar, and thefCi! wait tOr the trading 
Canoes to come off to them. The Na­
tives will make no Bargain with us till 
they re eive a P)'efent, after which we 
mufl give every Man in the , Canoe a large 
Dram of Rum, or Eng/ifb Spirits. 

I" ;:tny o[ them lhou'd chance to fpy 
our Arms, they all immediately take to 
th~ir Canoes, and make the beft of their 
Way aOloar from us; but will neither 
COllle ~ny more ncar us themfdvt!s nor fuf~ 
[,'r othns to come; So that we are always 
oblig'd to hide our Arms in the Stern of 
tht: Boat. And thll were w~ forc'd aU 
along to deal with dlat curfed Race of Ca­
nib{lls: l'or tho' I beJieve as much by ma­
ny other Nations in Guillea, whom I have 
(em eat dead Dogs, Allegators, ftinking 

Filh 
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Fiih, and worfe Food, yet ' none betides 
thefe will confefs the leaft Liking to a Meal 
of Human Fleih. 

T H I.S, as ~ell as the Grain Co4ft is di­
vided into many little Kingdoms'and Coun­
tries, which having but few Pallavers, or 
Difputes among them, is the Reafen why 
the Slave Trade is not fo good ,here, as on ./ 
the Gold and Slave Coafts. Mr. Bofman 
feems mightily puzzl'd to know, why this 
Is call'd the f<.!!aqua Coafts, for, fays he, * 
I could perceive nothing in their Language 
that founded like the ~king of a Duck: 
Truly, I am therein of his Opinion; but 
the Truth of this mighty Mift<:lry is, fhat 
the Word !i2.!.taqua in their Language tig­
nmes a Tooth; from whence it is in En­
glijh call'd the Tooth, or Ivory Coaft. 

ON Saturday, the Fourth of February, t>S It'J.J· 
we anchor'd in thirteefi Fathom of Water, 
about five Miles to the Weftward of Axim 
Caftle, which is the hithermoft Dutch Fort 
on the Gold Coaft. It is a pretty little tri-

I angular 

.. Defcript. of Guinea, p. 49 r. 
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angular Fortification, which mounts Eleven 
Pieces of Cannon, having on each Angle 
a Battery; the two regarding the Land 
mount three Cannon each, and that next 
the Sea, five. Here is alfo a large popu~ 

v' lous Negroe T own built under Shelter of 
the Fort Guns, as indeed all the European 
Forts on the Gold Coail: have. 

TH E Inhabitants of A xim, and thefe 
Parts, * are generally very rich, driving a 

great 

;0 The Gold Coafi is extended about Sixty M iles, 
beginning with the Gold River three Miles 'Weft of 
Affine, or twelve above Axim, and ending with the 
Village Panni, feven or eight Miles Eaft of Aero. 
The Gold Coafi comprehends all the Countries from 
the Antob;.·rjlOll River to the Village POli1li, elelren in 
Number, viz . Axim, Anle, Adom, Jabi, Communi, 
Ft'fll, Saboe, FOllt)'ll) .Acril1, AgMno, and Aquomhoe; 
each containing one, two, or three Towns or Vil": 
lages, ~J'ing upon the Sea-iliore; their greateft and 
moft populous Towns being generally farther on the 
Land. Seven of thefe are Kingdoms, governed by 
their refpeClive Kings; and the reft being govem'd by 
fome of the principal !'vlen amongft them, reem to 
approach nearer to Commonwealths. But this Order 
of Government has been very much broken fince the 
Coming of the Bralldmburgtrs. 
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great Trade with the EuroJ;eans for Gold, 
which they chiefly vend to the Englijh or 
Dutch. The Natives of--.:1xim indufiTiouf .. 
ly employ themfelves ei(:her inTrade, Fiih­
ing or Agriculture, and that is chiefly exer­
cifed in the Culture of Rice, which grows . 
here above all other Places in an incredible 
Abundance, and is tranfported hence all the 
Gold Coafr over. The Inhabitants in lieu 
returning full fraught with Millet, Jammes, 
Potatoes, and Palm Oil; all which are very 
rare here, for the Soil is generally moift, 
and though fit to produce Rice and Fruit­
Trees, doth not kindly yield other Fruits. 
Axim is fix Miles in Length. computed 
from the Rio Cobre, (Ancober, or the SerJ 
pen tine River; fo call'd by the POJ'tugueje, 
from its intricate Windings and in-land 
Courfe of twenty Miles) to the Village 
BoeJwa, a Mil<t Weil: of ' the Dutch Fort, 
near the Village of Boutry, . 

THE River Ancober is worthy Obferva­
tlon: Its Banks are adorn'd with fine lofty 
Trees, which afford the moil: agreeable 
$hade in the W orId, defending the Tra­
veller from the [corching Beams ·of the Sun. 

1 2 It 
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It is very pleaIant to obferve the beautiful 
variegated Birds, and the fportive Apes, di­
verting thernfelves on the Boughs of the 
Trees. And as though Art had contriv'd 
to illufuate Nature, and render it more 
charming and delightful, about a Mile from 
the Mouth of the River, is fituate a fine 
populous Village, extending about a ~ar­
ter of a Mile on the Well:em Shore, and 
affords a moll: agreeable Prof peel:. 

AB 0 U T feven or eight Leagues South­
Eall: of Axim is another large beautiful Fort 
built by the Brandenburgbers, whofe Elec­
tor is King of Prt{/fia; but is now in the 

'i. Hands of the Dutch, and is well known 
by the Name of Conny's Cafrle, for when 
the Pr/{J!ians, who had it lafr in Poifeffion, 
left the Coall: of Guinea, they left the Go­
vernment of this Fort to one John Conny, 
a Black if Caboceroe, with ll:riel: Orders 
not to d~liver it up to any Nation but the 

P rt~/lians . 

• A Coboceroe is the Miller of a Town, or Head 
of a Clan, who, in Military Affairs, aCl:s as General, 
~nd in Civil as a Judge, making up all Palbvers, or 
oeciding all Controverftes among the poorer Sort. 
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PruJlians. S60n after their Arrival in Eu­
rope, the King of PrzJlia fold all his Inte­
reft on the Coaft of Gumea, to the Dutch 
Wtjl~Ind£a Company, there being another ~ 
Fort belonging to him, fituate upon Cape 
<Three Points. When the D utch came to 
demafld this Fort, John Conny refus'd to 
deliver it to them. Upon which a Waf" 
enfu'd, which lafted fome Years, and coft 
the Dutch - a great deal of Blood and Mo­
ney. On the other Hand, Conny, fluih'd 
with many ViCtories over the Dutch, be­
came a mortal Enemy to them, having 
pav'd a little Path from the Outfide Gate to 
the Inner Apartments of his CuBe, with 
Dutchmens Sculls, llain in his Engagements 
with them: He had a large D1jtchman's 
Scull tjpp'd with Silver, which he us'd as a 
Punch Bowl. However, in the Year 1724' ../ 
he was beaten out of his Caftle, and fled 
up into the Fant-yn Country from the in­
cenfed Dutch, 

ON Monday , the Sixth Qf February, we 
anchor'd near this famous Caftle in fix Fa­
thom Water. Towards Night, a Canoe 
came off to us, from the Dutch Chief, to 

I 3 let 
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let us know, that if we wanted Wood or 
Water we might there be fupplied: But, I 
[uppofe, at a very dear Rate, for I had heard 
that all the Dutch Chiefs, at the Out-Ports, 
wefe order'd to fupply no Englijh Ship 
whatfoever with either Wood or Water, 
except the Ships belonging to a certain wor­
thy and eminent Merchant of London *. 
However, we wanted neither Wood nor 
Water at that Time. The Fellow told us, 
that the Dutch had dug up feveral Places 
about the Fort, to find a Firkin of Gold 
Du1l:, [aid to be left behind there by John 
Conny, when he ran away, but all to no 
Purpofe. 

THE ,next Day, about Three in the Af­
ternoon, we arriv'd at Dixco'Uc, and that 
Night I went ailiore with Mr. Hall, the 
Chief i who came off to us. We il:aid 
hen: four Days, during which Time I made 
a proper Survey, according to my Inil:ruc­
tions hom the Company. This is a hand­
fome regular Fortification, having four good 
Battt:rics, on which are mounted t'I'I'enty 

Pieces 

.. :lIr. fIlIMPIIRf.1 MORRICE. 
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Pieces of Ordnance. This and all the other 
Englijh Forts are fubordinate to Cape Gotfft 
Caftle: The Chiefs of the~ being'alIow'd 
to hoift no other than a St. George's Flag, 
White, with a Red Crofs; wh&reas thof¢­
who are Governors, or Generals, hoift the 
Union-Flag by Permiilion; as at Gambia, 
Sierraleone, Cape Goajl, and Whydah. * 
Here are two Villages commanded by one 
and the fame Caboceroe, who always hoill-s 
the St. George's Flag at his Houfe, when­
ever that at the Fort is d~fplay'd, being done 
in Honour to the Englijh, and thereby de­
claring who he is for. Here is an extraor­
dinary fafe Cove, or Landing-Place. The 
Gardens, which belong to the Fort, are 
both pleafant and profitable. 

ON Saturday, the Eleventh, we fail'd 
from thence to Secondee, where we anchor­
ed, the Eext Day, in {even Fathom Water· 
I fuid three Days here to fulfill my Or­
ders, as I had done before at Dixcove. 
This is a much larger and fuonger Fort 

I 4 than 

" The Dlitch caU the Kingdom and Country, on 
Wh:ch this Fort lta.cds, Fida. 
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that, tho' it mounts the fame Number of 
Cannon, viz. Twenty Pieces. Here is as 
good, if not a betterLanding-place and Gar­
dens than at D ixcove. The Country in­
deed is much the fame all along the Gold 
Coail:. H owever this Fort has the Advan­
tage of the other in a good Neighbourhood> 
I mean that of a little Dutch Fort, which 
is built on the Top of the next H ill, a­
bout a Mufket Shot from it, where the 
Gentlemen of both Forts may have the Ad­
vantage of vifiting each other, whenever 
they pleafe. 

ON WedneJday the Fifteenth, we fail'd 
thence about Four in the Morning, and at 
Eleven, we anchor'd at Commenda, in Nine 
Fathom 'of W ater. About Noon, we 
went a!hore as formerly, and ilaid Three 
Days here about the Company's Buiinefs. 
Tllis is the Iargeft and ftrongeft of an y Fort 
belonging to tlle Ellglijh, on the Gold Coail: 
except Cape Coqft Cail:le. T here is at pre­
fent mounted upon it but T wenty-one 
Pieces of Cannon, tho' there are Port for 
almoil: as many more. They may be happy 
here in the Neighbourhood of a good 

Dritch 
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Dutch Fort within Mufket Shot of them, 
however that Happinefs has not always fub­
fifl:ed here amongfl: them-;-for a late Englijh 
Chief of my Acquaintance having had fome 
Words of Difpute with the Dutch Chie£ 
was unhandfomely and unwa~ily attack'd 
by him under a great 'Tree between the 
Two Forts, where he bravely defended his 
own at the Expence of the unhappy Dutch­
man's Life. The Landing-place here is 
pretty tolerable. The Gardens very good, 
and there are large Negroe Villages belong­
ing to both Forts. 

WE fail'd from th~nce on Friday Even­
ing, and on Saturday the Eighteenth of Fe­
bruary, we arriv'd in Cape Coqft Road, 
where we found feveral other Sh(ps. Here 
our Bufinefs detain'd us till 'IhurJday the 
Twenty-third of March following. 

T H J S being a Place of the greatefl: 
Confequence belonging to the Englijh on 
the Coafl: of Guinea, I {hall endeavour to 
give a true Defcription of it. 

THE 
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TH E Portuguefe, who were formerly 
very famous for making Difcoveries, fuR: 
fetded here, about the Year 161 0 , and 
founded this Caille upon a large Rock 
which butts out into the Sea forming a 
Cape, or Head-land, which they call'd Ca­
bo Corfo. In a few Years Time they were 
difpoifelI'ed by the Dutch who enlarg'd and 
beautify'd it, who have very much added 
to its Strength and Grandeur. 

THE Parade, which is T wenty Foot per­
pendicular above the Surface of the Rock, 
forms a Kind of ~drangle being open on 
the Eaft Side towards the Sea which ren­
ders it very cool, airy and pleafant, afford­
ing a delightful ProfpeCl of ~een Alme's 
Point, and the Ships in .I1Ramaboe Road, 
&c. on which is a Platform of Thirteen 
Pieces of heavy Cannon. The other T hree 
Sides are curiouily built up, containing many 
beautiful fpacious neat Apartments and Of­
fices, particularly on the Southfide a large 
well built Chapple, the back Part of which 
joins to the Caftle Wall, having the great 
'Body of the Rock call'd Tabora on the 
Outiide of it, which not only ferves to 

break 
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break off the-Violence of the Sea, but is al­
fo a very good Defe/lce from the Annoy­
ance of. any Ship. 

I THE Negroe Town of Cape CoajJ is 
very large and populous. The Inhabitants, 
tho' Pagans, are _ a very civiliz'd Sort of 
People, for which they are beholding to 
their frequent Converfation with the Euro­
peans. They are of a warlike Difpofition, 
tho' in Time of Peace, their chief Em­
ployment is fiJbing, at which they are ve­
ry dexterous, efpecially with a Cafi-Net, 
wherewith they take all Sorts of Surface 
Fiih, nor are they lefs acquainted with the 
Hook and Line for the Ground Fiih. It is 
very pleafant to fee a Fl~et, confifiing of 
Eighty or a Hundred Canoes, ~going out a 
Fiihing from Cape CoajJ in a Morning, and 
returning' in from Sea .well fr()ighted in the 
Evening, which may be feen 'every Day , 
during the dry Seafons, except Tu1 day 

i which it their Fittiih Day, "'or Day of Refi. 
They frequently venture abroad in the 
Rains, tho' they are fometimes drove in 
again, at the Approach of a Turnadoe, be­
fore they have been two Hours abroad. 

THE 
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T HE Grand Caboceroe of this Town, 
is a Chriftian, nam 'd'Thomas Ojiat. He 
was carried when young to Ireland, where 
his Mafter dying, left him in Care with a 
Widow, whofe Name was PenningtOll, who 
kept the Crown or Faulcon Tavern near the 
Change in Cork. She took Care of his Edu­
cation, and had him baptiz'd by the Reve­
rend Dr. Maul, now Lord Bilhop of 
Clayne. After having obtain'd his Freedom, 
in this Manner, he in Time return'd home 
to Cape Coq/l, where he now lives in very 
great Grandeur, and is of the utmoft Service 
to the Englijh, both for the carrying on 
their Trade in the Inland Country, and pre­
ferving Pe~ce with all the aeighbQuring 
Powers, efpecially the Town of Elmino, 
where ftands that great and ftrong Dutch 
Fort, which is the Relidence of their Gene­
ral, and is but Three Leagues diftant from 
Cape Coafl. There has feldom been a good 
Underftanding between thofe two Places, 
either among the White Men or the Blacks. 
A little before I arriv'd here, there happen'd 

, to be a War between the Two To~vns of) 
Cape Co~jl, and St. George's de Elmmo, at 

whicl:\ 
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which Time the great Dutch Caboceroe, 
nam'd Abbocon, in a deriding Manner fent a 
Cartouch Box of Ammunition to 'Tom Oji­
at, thereby fignifYing that he believed 'Tom 
Ojiat wanted a fufficient Force of Arms to 
attack him, which however 'Tom very 
thankfully received; and defir'd the Mef­
fenger to tell Abbocon, that he hop'd in a 
little Time he ihou'd be able to return him 
as good a Prefent. The next Day they fet 
the Battle inArray, which happen'd to be a 
very bloody one, no Body being able to 
judge which Party had the better of it, for 
the Space of Four Hours, till at laft the El­
minians began to break, and give Way to 
the Cape Cociflers, who foon routed them, 
and took a great many Prifon~rs, among 
whom were Ni!le of the Petty Caboceroes 
of Elmina, whofe Heads Tom ,Ojiat (tho' a 
Chriftian) caus'd to be cut off, and fent 
them next Day in a Bag to Abbocon, aifur­
ing him that his Powder and Ball where ve­
ry good, as did appear by the Execution 
they had done. 

THE Government of Cape Cocifl Caftle, 
&c. has at fometimes been invefted in one 

Man, 
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, Man, whofe Title is Captain-General of all 

the EngliJh Settlements on the Gold- Coaft 
of Guinea. It has at other Times been ga-

l- vern 'd, as it now is, by a Triumvirat.e. As 
for theCouncil, which ought to be added to 
both, I look upon it as a Cypher, becaufe 
the ChiefS always act as they pleafe, by the 
feeming Coment of a Council that dare not 
oppofe them, as being invefted with aPower 

• by the Company, either to depofe or depute 
whom they pleafe to be ChiefS of any of 
the other Forts. 

T HE Gardens of Cape Coafl are very 
pleafant and large, being near Eight Miles 
in Circumference; they are no where cir­
cumfcrib'd. by any Bounds or H edges ex­
cept on the South Side next the T own, but 
all in general is call'd the Garden as far as 
any regular Walks are planted, T hey are 
very fertile, and produce every T hing that 
grows within the Torrid Zone : Such as, 
Oranges, Lemons, Limes, Citrons, Gua­
vas, Papaws, Plantanse, Bonanas, Cocoa­
Nuts, Cinnamon, Tamarinds, Pine-Apples, 
Indian Cabbage; aJ[0 Europeall, and many 
Sorts of European Sallads, fuch as Cucum-

bers, 
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bers, Pumpkins, Water-Mellons and Pur­
flin. Their beft Roots are Yams and Pota­
toes, and fometimes they can raife Turnips 
out of good Englijb Seed. By the Side of 
thefe Gardens, on the Top of a fteep Hill, is 
a little round Tower which mounts Seven 
Guns, built by General Phz'pps, . fl'Om whom 
it takes the Name of Phz'pps's Tower; it is 
exaCtly Three ~rters of a Mile N orth­
Weft from Cape Co41 Caftle. At the fame 
Diftance Eaft by North is another Englijh 
Fort, caU'd Fort Royal, which -formerly 
belong'd to the King of Denmark. In the 
Year 1698, the Englijb began to fortifY and 
rebuild this Fort, and had they gone on as 
they began, it would certainly have been 
the fuongeft Caftle in all Guinea, being eve- , 
ry Way inacceilible (thro' the Steepnefs of 
the Hill) but by one narrow Path, which 
a fi~gle Gun may defend, and even now, 

- tho' ruinous, 'tis capabk of levelling Cape 
Co41 Came to the Ground. Here are 
mounted and difmounted Twenty-one 
:pieces of Orcinance" wherewith they take 
up, or an[wer all the Salutes of Ships that 
come into the Road, which is very conve­
nient in Cafe of any Body'S being fick at 

. Cape 
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Cape CO<1/1, that they 111,ly not he diflurh'u 
by the duily firing or GUllS, ft'cing th'l t tlu~ 
Road is (0 muLll frequented by Shq>', who 
alwws f.dute the Fort both at tl eir Arllval 
and Dep"rturt 

t MR. i??(I11{l/1, in his Dcfcription of Cape 
COe//I, ;, vcr)' condfe, tho' what h IlIVq at 
the [' lace is very true; but (as iF hc was 
forr), fur (rcal ing we ll 01 any Thing th.lt 
bdong'J to the 1~lIgllfl') h imlllclii,ltciy 
quits hi~ Subject, Jnd Gl11s upon an LJn~ d\ry­
lI1g Dercllption of the Infin11ltics or tlle 
l~lIgliJl' there. Ill' ttlls liS, tllat the whole 
Garrili)n looks as if it was Cunifh 'Ii or 1 rng­
I iddell, which 11c ilnputcs to the Debau­
chery or. their drinkll1g un unwhnlcr01l1~ 

1\ fixture of LUl1cQ, \Vater, Brandy 'IlJ 
Sligar, which, fnys he, they culi l'lIndl 
Now, ilJ(kcd, 1 will fay thiS lor the !Jllfd) 
111 Guil/"', that thty feldol11 adllltcmt their 
Hum or Brandy with any fUtil ullwholc­
fome 1\ fixtures, as we c'lllthcm, hut dnnk 
it plain to ~ ,cds, und Curcly, thot an't be 
accounted Deb.lULllery. But to IClII' the 
Duhb/llCl/, as he docs the T<J/lg/(jb, tn tl1(,111 
Cdrcs fOI a w hilc, llnd to 'ondu.ie my TIi 

(lor v 
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ftory or Defcription of Cape Coajt. The 
Landing-Place here is fo very dangerous that 
no Boat can venture aihore, but muft wait 
for a Canoe to come off and fetch either 
Goods or Palfengers afhore, and even the 
Canoes are often over-fet and the Gentle­
men well wafhed; nevertllel~fs when fafe 
ailioFe, this Place is the w holefomeft and 
moft comfortable of any in all Guinea. 
The Cafile alfo which mounts forty Pieces 
of heavy Cannon is the largeft and ftrong­
eft, except that of St. George de Elmina, of 
which I iliall here giv~ a iliort Defcrip­
tion. 

W iI E N we were in Gambia, we found 
there a Letter, which was left by an. Etzglijh 
Ship from Holland, direCted to the Dutch 
General at Elmina; we brought it with us 
to Cape Coajt, and this being a good Excufe 
for me to take a View of that Came, I ac­
cordirigly went one Day with Captain Li­
vingflone in a large Canoe from Cape Coajt 
tip to Elmina, where he deliver'd the Let~ 
ter to the General; who it feems had very 
good Intelligence of me; for not thinking I 
was known, or taken Notice of by any bo-

K dy, 
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dy, I very innocently walked out a little to 
look about me, but was immediately fol­
low'd by the General, who catch'd me by 
the Sleeve, and in a fort of an abrupt Man­
ner led me back again into the great Hall, 
having my Name very pat, and aifuring 
me, that tho' I came abroad to carry home 
all GClinea in my Pocket, yet I {hou'd not 
carry home Elmilza Callie with me, This 
unexpeB:ed Reprimand at lid\: furprifed me, 
but when I had recover'd myfelf a little, I 
told his Honour, that I thought he was a 
Man of much more Knowledge than to 
imagine it was poilible for anyone to take 
the Dimeniions, or Survey of a Place with­
out proper Inftruments, and as he &w I had 
none I wonder'd, how he could fufpea: me 
of coming to Elmina on any fuch Account, 
He paus'd a while, and then feem'd a little 
concern'd at his unjuil: Sufpicion and Treat­
ment of me, and very civilly deured us to 
flay and dine with him, which we confent­
ed to, He then 111ew'd us fome unfiniili'd 
Draughts left by the lail: Dutch Surveyors, 
who were fent out by that Company to the 
Gold Coafl, on the fame Kind of Survey that 
the Royal African Company had order'd 

me 
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me to take of all Gzlinea. Indeed, the 
Work was very prettily began; but alas! 
thefe unfortunate Gentlemen, like many o­
thers before them, (on the fame Expedi­
tion) loil: their Lives before they had half 
finllh'd their Work. After Dirlller the Ge­
neral fent the Captain of the Guard to iliew 
us the Caille, which is much larger and 

t/ fuonger than that at Cape Coajf, tho' not fo 
airy, cool or pleafant. Here they land up­
on a fine Key, which is built at the Ente­
rance of a {mall River near the Caftle, over 
which is placed a beautiful Draw-Bridge, 
after the Dutch Failiion. As we walk'd 
round this great Caille, I perceiv'd that 
moil: of their heavy Cannon were Brafs, and 
the GaITifon extraordinarily well mann'd, 
there being above thirty Gentlemen who 
din'd that Day at the General's Table, be­
fides all the other FaCtors, Writers, and 
Soldiers, above one Hundred and FifiyWhite 
Men. The Town alfo is very large and 
populous, having good Markets, wherein 

'" many Sorts of ProviGons, efpecially Fiih 
are daily exhibited to Sale. In iliort, every 
thing here (only what I ·have already ex­
cepted) feem'd to me by far to exceed Cape 

K 2 Coaji, 
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CoaJl, where We return'd in the Evening, 
being extraordinary well plcafed with every 
thing, only that unluckly Pull by the Sleeve 
afore[aid, which I have not yet forgot, be­
cau[e it put me in a Sort of a Surpri[e: 
H owever, I made the Gentlemen at Cape 
Coa) laugh heartily about that odd Paf­
fage. 

H A v 1 N G finiih'd our Bu[me[s at Cape 
CoaJl, we took our Departure from thence 
on 7'hurfda)" the Twenty-third of March. 
This being the latter End of the dry Seafons 
here, which do not happen at the fame 
Time every where in Guinea, the Garrifon 
was [0 [carce of Water that they could [pare 
us none for our Ship's Ufe, there being 
none within Eight Miles of Cape COtV' but 
what they preferve during the rainy Seafons 
in a great vaulted Tank, or Cillern, under' 
Ground, whereto all the Rain is convey'd 
from the Tops of the Buildings, by leaden 
Pipes, &c. And thus all the Forts on the 
Gold Coail: are fupplied. The next Day at 
Noon, we anchor'd at 7'antumquery in Nine 
Fathom Water. I went aihore, and find­
ing their Tank pretty low, could get but 

Four 
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Four Caiks of Water, which I fent off in 
our Yaul. This is a pretty little regular Fort, 
having Four [mall Flankers, on which are 
mounted twelve Pieces of Ordnance. It is 
pleafantly fituated near the Sea Side: The 
Landing-place, indeed, is but very indiffe­
rent, I have [een Eight fiihing Canoes out 
Qf Fifteen overfet at their Landing here, by 
which unlucky Accident they loft all their 
Fiih. 

H A V I N G but little to do here, we fail'd 
hence on the 26th, and the next Day an­
chor'd at Winneba in Five Fathom Water. 
Here we were fupplied with pure fre!h Wa­
ter out of their Tank, and tho' we had 
drawn feveral Tons out of it, I could' not 
perceive that we had -Iower'd it Six Inches, 
from whence I concluded that the Tank at 
Winneba has a Spring in it, the Bottom being 
all a Rock. This Fort is exactly the lame 
Plan and Dimenfions as that at Tantumquery, 

. nor is the Landing-Place any better. The 
Fort funds on a rifing Ground about Four_ 
teen ' Yards from the Sea Side, having a 
handfome Avenue of Trees up to the Outer 
Qate. Hyre is alfo a large Spurr, which 

K 3 con-
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contributes very much to the Streng th and 
Ufefulnefs of the Fort, being a hle Place to 
fecure their Cattle by Night from the Wild 
Beafts. Here are alfo very good Gardens; 
all which together render the Place pleafant 
and comfortable enough. 

ON 'ruefday the Twenty-eighth, we 
weigh'd from thence about Miduight, and 
on the Thirtieth arrived at Acera, where 
we anchor'd in Six Fathom Water. This 
being foul rocky Ground we bent our Sheet 
Cable to be ready to let go in Cafe of part­
ing either of the others. After faluting the 
Fort with Seven Guns, according to Eu­
itom, we went ailiore. This Landing-

v place is pretty fafe by Reafon of fome finall 
Rocks, which lie a little \Vay off in the Sea 
before it, fo as to obibuCl: the Violence of 
the great Waves from breaking on the Shore. 
The Fort, which is very large, fuong and 
beautiful, is built on the Top of a Steep 
rocky Clift, hanging over the Sea, having a 
Battery juft under the CaiHe-wall, next the 
Water, where may be planted Twenty 
Pieces of heavy Cannon, befides which the 
Fort has Four largefuol1gFlankers, on which 

are 
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are mounted Twenty-feveR Pieces of Ord-­
nance. There is a neat Dutch Fort within 
Muikett Shot of it, ana-a very large and 
thong Danijh Fort within two fmall Miles 
of it. This delightful Champaign Country 

l of Acera, being not fo woody as any of the 
others, is by far the moil: pleafant on the 

()f Gold Coail:. Here are SaltPoIlds belong­
ing to the Fort, which yield vail: ~ntities 
of Salt fufficient to fupply, not only the 
whole Gold Coaft, but alfo all the Ships 
that trade there. Here are large Negro 
Towns belonging to all the FQrts, and tho' . 
'the Natives are the moil: courteous and civil 

( to Strangers of any on the Gold Coail:, yet J 

the Inhabitants of two of thefe Towns 
(which almoil: join together) can never 
well agree, each diftinguilhing themfelv(Os 
by the Titles of either Englifb Men, or 

f Dutch lvfell. This Place feldom fails of an 
, extraordinary good Trade from the Inland 
j..Countries, efpecially for Slaves; whereof 

feveral are fuppofed to come £i'om very re­
mote Parts, becaufe it is not uncom~on to 
find a 1l1alayan , and fometimes two among 
a Parcel of other Slaves. The M alay Peo­
ple were originally Natives of Mallacca, a 
. K 4 huge 
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huge Promontory in AJia, which lies be­
tween the Wands of Sumatra and Borneo. 
T he chief ity of this Place takes its Name 
fi'om tbe Country. It was firfi difcover'd 
by the POI'll/gIIIY, who built not only the 
City of Aft///nern, but alfo fevcral Fortifica­
tions, out of all which the Dutch, affified 
by th.: Natil'<:s, quickly lxpdl'd them. The 
l\ftI/tI)'(//IS Ill·ing of .l rambling Nature, have 
fettled upon many othcr Plac~s, particular­
Iv SUlI1otrn, ana many of the Spice Inands, 
All whi h are now in tbe Polldlion of thofe 
Monopojifis the Dutcb, who punilh with 
D~llth whomfoever they can find trading 
with :lny other Nation but themCelves; to 
avoid ",hidl Opprdlion, many of thofe Peo_ 
ple, wbo h.we tailcd the Sweets of Trade, 
go n\\".l}' from thence, and fetde in remote 
Pam, di)eci'llly about ape Gllnrd,/u,.,. on 
the ..:~/;·;t'j/II Shorc, at the Mouth of the R,'d 
St'll, from whence th~y t.tk.e fuch furpriling 
long Journie ovcr the v,lfi Contin nt of A ­
(-i",l into G, il1"<1, where they buy or rather 
'Cdl'Ulg Slaves with the 'lboceroes; bv 
which ;1l<~'UlS the "1!u/,i\'lmJ are now and 
tlwn c'-po{'d to Sale:- at the EllrOp"tllI Forts. 
Tlh'\ l A~ r \crv IllllCh Jrom dIe Glr'r. ' 

,\,~groc~ 
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Negroes, being right Eaft Indians, of a 
tawny Complexion, withJong black Hair. 
They all go clad with long Trowfers and 
Jackets, and can write and read, and fpeak 
the Malayan Language. 

D URI N G my Stay at Acera, lone E­
vening walk'd by the Gate of the Dutch 
Fort, in Company with an Englijh Factor, 
who feeing, and knowing fome of the 
Dutch Gentlemen that ftood at the Gate, 
talk'd a-while with them, but they, con­
trary to Cuftom, never aik'd either of them 
to come in: I fuppofe, they guefs'd who 
I was, and undoubtedly had Orders from 
the General at Elmina, not to admit me 
for fear of taking an Account of the 
Strength of their Garrifon, neither did they 
give to, or receive any Vi fit from the Ell .. 
glijh, Vihile I was in that Country. 

ON Monday, the Third of April I727, 
we embark'd, and as w.e were weighing 
apr beft Bower Anchor, the Cable parted, 
put we immediately let go our Sheet An­
~hor, which brought the Ship up, and then 
1:Ye rent both Boats to drag for our beft :§ow-

~~ 
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er Anchor, which they in lefs than two 
Hours weigh'd, and brought aboard; after 
which we fet Sail for Whydab, deligning to 
take Leave of the Gold Coaft; of which, 
by the Way, ~ {hall give a general Defcrip­
tion, from my own Obfervation. 

~ WHY this is call'd the Gold Coaft I 
know no't? Seeing, that other Countries in 
Guinea, produce as much or more and bet­
ter Gold , efpecially about Gambia. Un­
doubtedly, all the Inland Countries in Gui­
nea abound with Gold Mines, and though 
the Natives are not Artifts enough to know 
where or how to follow a Vein, yet they 
find great ~antities of Gold in feveral of 
their Mines, which are all fo [acred to them 
that they will not permit any European Mi­
ner, either to fee their Mines, or to fearch 
for others; neverthelefs, they bring down 
good Store of what they find down to the 
Sea Coaft to traffick withal. Beudes which, 
the Natives near the Sea have another Way 
of finding Gold; as thus: In the rainy 
Scafons, after a wet Night, the Sea-lhore 
is generally cover'd with People, moftly 
Women, each having a Couple of Bowls 

qr 
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or Platters made of CaJIabafhes; the larg­
eft of which they fill with Earth and Sand, 
[uch as is drove down from the Mountains 
by violent Floods in the Rivers and Brooks, 
&c. This they wafh wIlli many Waters, 
by often turning the Bowl round, till it 
wafhes over the Brims; the Gold, if any, 
finks to the Bottom, by Reafon of its 
W ~ight: And thus they continue till they 
have wa!h'd it all away, except tw,o or 
thr~e Spoonfuls of the Bottom, which they 
carefully take out and lay by in the fmall 
Bowl, then they fill their Platter again, 
af.ld fo wafh on till about Noon; by that 
Time the finalL Bowl is pretty well fill'd 
with the Drt;:gs which they carry Home, 
and fearch dHigentIy: Sometimes they find 
a Shilling's Worth, fometimes but two Pen­
nyworth, fometimes two Crowns Worth, 
and very often no Gold at all. Thefe <Ire 
all the ,tV ays, I can poffibly learn, that th~ 
Negroes in Guinea ever found their Gold. 
The Cafe is quite different with the Portu_ 
guefe ill Brajife, who are good Artifts, and 
have all the Mines in their ;Jwn Hands, 
J3ut enough of this, 
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WE learn from BoJman's Defcription of 
the Gold Colli, that it is but Sixty Miles 
long. 'Tis certain, that a great many know 
the Difference between Dutch and Englijh 
Miles, yet everyone that reads that Book 
may not; therefore it is a Fault in the 
Tranflation to call them Miles which are 
one Third more than Leagues. However, 
I find by my Survey, that the aforefaid Hi-

/ il:orian was not always right in computing 
Diftances. Therefore to clear up all which 
to the Englijh Reader, let it be fufficient to 
tell, that the Gold Coall: begins at the River 
Mancha, and extends itfelfSouth-Elli twen­
ty Leagues to Cape 'Three Points, from 
thence Eall:-North-Eail: ninety Leagues to 
the River Volta, in all One Hundred and 
Ten Leagues, or Three Hundred and Thir­
ty Miles in Length. The Breadth cannot 
be very much, for that only may properly 
be call'd a Colli, which is the Border Of 
any Country. There are, indeed, T en or 
Eleven little Kingdoms or Commonwealtbs 
whofe Borders on the Sea Coail: are contain­
ed witllin tlle faid Extent, and are faid to 
.each a confiderable Way up the Inland 

Country ; 
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Country; however, I can't think it worth 
the Reader's while to be detaln!d with an 
an unprofitable DefcripfiOn, as Brfman gives 
of the Bounds and Limits of thofe Coun-

./ tries, which are every Day fo liable to be 
chang'd by their Wars with each other. 
Befides, I cannot think it fair, in any Hi­
ftorian, to pretend to relate Things he is 
not certain of, either from his own Know­
ledge, or fuch Authority as he may venture 
to quote; otherwife he will now and then 
be liable to make fuch a Trip as happens in 
the Cafe of the abovemention'd Dutch Hi­
florian, who talking of John Vijier, once 
Chief of the Brandenburgh Fort, now cal-
led Connys-Caftle, fays, * " That he was .......-­
" feiz'd by the Negroes, and carried up 
cc to the Inland Country, where they mi-
" ferably broke his Limbs, and tied Abun-
cc dance of Stones about his Body, and 
" drown'd him in the Sea." Alas! what 
can he mean by Sea in an Inland Coun-
try? Why that's worfe than Robinfon Cru­
foe's fwimming aboard the Wreck, and fill-

ing 

.. DeCcript. of Guinea, p. 9' 
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109 Idb Pockets, " hen nuked, lI'1fh Bill-ult 
But hq:\gtnl!, lhe J eader's IJ arJun for till 
IJJ)!,1t Ihun, 1 (]lall agam return [U the (} ,Id 
L'uaJt, an,1 hrlt take Notice 01 the Coun­
If\ about _ ixi"l, which I exceeding. fer 
tilt, I'ruduung many Sorts of Gram, e­
lpt:t:iall) lUte in Ahundance, "her wIth 

Ihn are "hie to Jupl'h moil of the ;(1/.1 
'Daft, and )fIVe It In "'hang lor Palm­

U\' I, ot "hh h thtrc Ii, tilth: or none ill all 
lh ollntr ' of .. d.ljlll, 

T tI ~ ountrle~ about D"i'!I't'I, SC", -

d, " and L.omtl!mJa, b\' 111 ,,!.?I' ~an'd "n­

II" .1' . ,10 110t pfudllLC Ill, h hnt Lrup' of 
l( ke" "'\'L nhe It Is they ahllund \I Ith plea­
rlill I rill.; \ .Illll', and bt:";\l1 tI tIll \I 'OJ, 

[ lill" Tht' '"ulltrit"s ;Ih,)ut FJ 1111.1 anJ 
CII't ( , I arc I II III h Ih c lame fur B~.\\Ity 
m<l \ lO(l,lnd, but "10[, !"'pLlI,,u", and th 
Ht ll .... \r \\" l.lHl\(' lt~" It t\l\\ .!rJs th\! ()/,1" .. " 

, (It I II 1\\\,1 e d, h~htllli ,\nJ rkh <III the 
l"ldltlh .11'1" ~'r,\,I\ll\ng ,Ill .'orh j1f'l'f~es, 

I nllt, K'I't .\11 I t krl" th.ll gr \I within 
th I,., J L t. ,It all \ 'I",h lthal! t.lke 

,'Ike 111 (hllr 1'I\'}'.:r 1'1<\",. But b.:Jore 

1 deti:nh;: the \ '.'f, ·t.lble-s, 1 111"n 14k ,0-

n 
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tice of the Animals of this Country; be­
ginning with the NativesJ _ who are gene­
rally fpeaking a lufiy firong-bodied People, 
but are moftly of a lazy idl<: Difpofition, 
except that they will now and then go a­
broad a-fifhing. Their Religion is altoge­
ther Pagan, yet very many of them have 
Notions of a Supreme Being, who made 
and governs all Things. Th<:y likewife be­
lieve the Immortality of the Soul, as may 
be feen by the Ceremonies ufed at their 
Funerals, efpecially in fuch Places as are 
mofi remote from the European Forts, 
w here they kill feveral of their eldefi 
Slaves belonging to the Deceafed, in Or­
der to attend him in the ather World. If 
a Rich Man dies, they alfo kill his favou­
rite Wife, which had been dedicated to his 
falfe God, to accompany him; but that 
horrible Practice of facrificing human Crea­
tures is not permitted among thofe who 
live in Subjection to Europeans, or near 
their Forts. When a rich Caboceroe dies, 
he is fuceeeded in his Office by his Son, 
(if he leaves one) who is likewife Heir to 
all his Armour, but nothing elfe; for the 
refi of his worldly Subfiance defcends to 

the 
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the Children of the Caboceroe's Siil:er, or 
other neareil: She-Relation, which muil: 
certainly be of his Blood, whereas thofe 
who pafs for his own may be the Offfpring 
of other Men, but even this Cui1:om has 
been pretty much over-rul'd latterly near 
the Sea Coai1:, where the Europealls fit with 
the Caboceroes to make up Pallavers, to 
judge Caufes, and give out Laws, 

THE I R Manner of W odhipping their 
falfe Gods is variouily perform'd by every 
one as their Inclinations lead them. 

A T the Birth of a Child, they give it 
a Name, which is generally that of the 
Day it is born upon, except it be the Se­
venth Child of the fame Mother, and tllen 
it is the Seventh, if more, tlle Eighth or 
Ninth, &c. Befides which they give them 
fevcral other Name', whereby they are di­
il:illguiilled 

T 11 E 1 R Marriages here admit of little 
or no Ceremony, but when a l\1::tn takes a 
Liking to a young Woman, he tells her 
Parents, or neareil: Relations, who never 

refufg 
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refufe any Match that offers, but immedi­
Qtely lead her Home to his Houfe, when;: 
he willingly accepts of her, I wont fay in 
her Smock, but what is yet more generous 
without one, or any other Dowry than her 
Body, nor has he Occafion for any more, 
feeing that {he never puts him to any other 
Expence than that of the Wedding-Day, 
which (among the common Bort) is fel ... 
dom more than an Ounce of Gold :ainorig ,_ 
the Relations, two Suits of New Cloaths 
for the Bride, alfo a fat Goat, fome Palm 
Wine and Brandy for the Entertainment. 
Moft of them have from Ten to Twenty . 
Wives apiece; and thofe who have more 
account thernfelves the richer, being natu ... 
rally of a lazy idle Difpofition, infomuch 
that they feldom care to put their Hands to 
any Thing, but make their Wives do all 
Manner of Work for them, not only with­
in Doors, but. alfo in the Field, except the 
Rich Men, who always exempt two of 
their Wives from any Sort of Bufmefs. 
The firft is generally his Eldeft,. or {he 
who has born moft Children to him; the 
other is always one of his youngeft Favou­
rit~s whom he dedicates to his falfe God. 

L As 
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As for all the reft, they may be accouJiltecl 
little better than his Slaves, neverthelefs. 
they live in Peace together without envy­
ing each oth&r's Happinefs, and he (in 
their T urns) renders to them ail, if able~ 
due Benevolence: But if that be not fuffi­
cient for thofe hot conftitution'd Ladies" 
they very well know how to fupply fuch 
Defetl:s elfewhere, wit:hout fearing any 
Check from the Hu!band, who generally 
makes himfelf ~.fy in thofe Cafes, provid­
ed he duly receives fnch Profits as artie by 
his W ives fo proftituting themfelves to 
Strangers: Some of the poorer Sort com­
pel their Wives to do fo, by which Means 
they get Money.' And thus much for the 
People. 

I NOW come to the ~drupedes; of 
which there are various Sorts in this Coun­
try : Such as Cows, Sheep, Goats, Hogs, 
Wild Boars, Stags and Hinds, .about the 
Size of OUf Fallow Deer, Bucks and Does, 
much lefs, and of a Moille Colour, Ante­
lopes, and Hares; all which are edible. 
The others are Elephants, Lions, T igers, 
Leopards, Panthers, Jackalis, Dogs, Cats, 

Civet-
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Civet-Cats, Rats, Mice, and unlucky Apes, 
of which there are at leaf!: Fifty Sorts here, 
and capable of doing Five Thoufand diffe­
rent Sorts of Mifchiefs, and that is all they 
are good for feveral of thefe Animals being 
well known in J}urope need no Defcrip­
tion. Some I have already defcrib'd, and 
the reft I ihall now take. Notice of And 
firft, 

THE Sheep in Guinea have fo little the 
Refemblance of our's in Europe that a 
Stranger to thofe hot Climates, unlefs he 
heard them bleat, could hardly tell what 
Animals they were being cover'donly with 
Light BrowD, and black like a Dog; and 
thus the CQurfe of Na,ture in this Country 
feems to be inverted, for the Sheep are hai­
ry, and the Men woolly. 

N EXT, is the little beautiful Antelope, 
fo fwift of Foot that the pretty Creature 
feems rather to vanifh than run by us a­
mong the Bufhes; they are neverthelefs 
often catch'd and {hot by the Natives, and 
are, when young, pretty fweet Venifon. 
A Brace of thofe Bucks may very well be 

L 2 eaten 
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eaten at a Meal by a Man of a good StoJ 
mach, being no larger than Rabbits. The 
Europeans often tip their Feet with Gold to 
make T obacco-il:oppers of them. They are 
fo very tender that it is not poilible to bring 
them to Europe with us. We attempted to 
bring Home a Brace, which we kept with 
the utmoil: Care in Cotton; but all to no 
Purpofe, for we could bring Home no more 
than their Skins ftu.ff'd. I therefore can't 
defcribe it any better to my Reader, than 
by adding to what I have iaid the Figure 
of it as in the Frontifpiece. 

THE laft ~drnpede I am to defcribe 
is the Civet-Cat, which is about the Size 
and Colour of a common, dark, tabby Cat. 
T hey are very fierce Animals, and the 
Muck of the Male is far better than that 
of the Female. They are not altogether 
{hap'd like our European Cats. I have 
therefore defcrib'd their exact Shape in the 
Draught. 

H A V r N G done with the ~drupedes, 
I now come to the feather'd Kind of this 
Country, which are Hens, Ducks, call'a 

here 
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here in England, Mufcovy Ducks; Pigeons, 
Turde~Doves, and Paftridges, which are 
edible. The others are Parrots, Parrochi­
tes, Royflon Crows, (which differ only from 
our's as being White where our's are Grey) 
Eagles, Kites, Green Birds, and two Sorts 
of Crown Birds. The fuft is green about 
the Head and Neck, a fine Purple on the 
Body, the Wings and Tail are Scarlet tip­
ped with Black.- It is about the Size <;>f a, 
Parrot. 

THE other is ihap'd like a Heron, be­
ing about three Foot high, and preys or 
feeds like one upon Fiili. Its Colour is 
Black and White, a!1d has a C~own like 
the BruJl:les of a Hog, which very much 
refembles the Bruili, or Toffil, of a Coach 
Horfe, as appears by the NegrQe's Cap i,n 
the Frontifpiece. 

HERE are alfo vail: ~ntities of Swal_ 
lows and Martins all the Year round. We 
often find them twenty Leagues from the 
Land, and at Night great Flocks of them 
reft aboard our Ships; but at Day-Blleak 
take their Flij?;ht, in Purfuit of fmall In,. 

. L ~ feas
1 
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fech, on whic h they reed . Unciollbtf'dly, 
they fo llow tht ,'1[. 11 , from thofe hot Cli­
lllcTt{S ttl ,1.lIrO/'f, al ill re lUlll aylln w ilh it 

ill Aotulnn, n~ may [,l fll l'pns' rl of W oorl ­
COL ks frolll Cnld l'1 ill1l's. 

J\ ~ FOI the other Ilircl~ bdin m 01tiol1 'll, 
lhl y arL ·,11 ((1 we ll kn rm'll III {Em'op p thai 
Jt would 11<' lIl'e.Jkr. to give Hlly Dcfu,p. 
11 011 of thelll r (hall therelnlc 111lVl dOlle 
with lhi~ Subl~cl , and now come t.o the 
Repti les. 

THO S f w hllh r havr takell mon- N 0-

tILe nf on the GolrI Con n. arc AJll~, Snak s, 
Acorpiol1~, Cllltil'cCR, (,lIanoes, LI T-arel R, 

(lckroLilCS, ~pid(r~, h ogs and Toarl ~. 

Thl lall being nt I'rrpclIw l ",,rar wit h Ihe 
i1nakcs; as nrc :l Ifo the l'oIUllll11eS, lot yrt 
1llllltion'd, whiLh (hoot nl.l1'p llills nt 

thclll, hl'lll)!; ahout Fight or Te n Inches 
long, Hnd (hlllp at hnl h I '~nds, alro or Q 

1ll1r11)' l:iuhfl<lllll, not 1I 11 lt kc 1'OllOl[(. 

nlcll 

Till' Ants, l"lI'd bySolo/llol1nn e\cccd­
ing wik. PCLlpll, ddi:rvc th , lidl Pllll~ a 

Inong 
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"mong the others before-mention'd. 
Guinea, we find" thretl diifereRt S.orts, viz. 
the Red, the White, and the Black. The 
firft are exaCtly like 'thofe in Europe, and 
the two laft are much larger being above" 
half an Inch 10Rg. They build fometimes 
in gr.eat hollow Trees, afid fometimes in 
the Ground, throwing up little Hills of fe­
ven or eight Foot high, fuvery full of Boles 
that they rather feern like Honey Combs 
than Burrows. Thefe Ant-hills ~re of a 
very frnall Circumference in Propor~ion to 
their Height, being iharp at Top,. f9 as to 
look at them one would think tlre Wind 
'co-u,ld blow them down. ron!) Da.y at- , 
tempted to knock off' the Top of one" . .of 
them with my Cam:, bu't the Stroke had 
no other Effect (han to bring f.ome Thou­
fands of them out. of Doors, to fee what 
was the Matter. Upon which 1 took ~o 
my Heels, and ran away as faft-as I could, 
well-knowing that they have often attack­
ed our Hens, and fometimes Q:ur Sheer, 
(if lame or wounded) in the Night, with 
fuch " Succefs that before Morning.there was 
nothing to be feen of them but the Skele­
ton, fo very clean that the moR curious A-

L 4- natomift 
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T1~tomj(t llJlPIl Ilrth GIlJ]kl nm do Ih ItI'.q 
tlill Llln 1'1'1\ ' hl 111"lhl, {M.' I lip til 1,1 

n ow ' r) ,lip' ] did nOl Ie. , hdllg ~nil l Or 
TlIlII d I ,,, d WlIl , I 1 I Llf . Je I th IJlt, oi 

III ur ,hml b~1ll ~ m 'xprclIiUl)1 \.1<11111(11, 
diD' not dangerous, h 8 l fpilk .~ f ling-
1.1', fur Ull't ell. LlHe u l a B1~d. \ lit, T 
1.ll IILllllte., Llr btlll!!., w.f ~ny I~th r 'I ltu­

filum 'r",HIIJ, ) dllltl1}; Illy S1li\,~Y 01 UIJI-

11,_1) tlli I Law hi Ih II r I 1",! 0, .lId 

till r. ell! j IlIiI nu~& ld d III "r ' lIoil.il,l. 
lUUl l , Bll! to rC Ilil il co til , \.nts. h , 
11. , r g,'nnalll' abu\If clwtv 1'1 lurty Huut 
L~adr., "h" alw. ,

& fila .. h ahrea t1 , and 
t h. rd): ar. IHr, [u fullu" II' h I r-e I r III Y 

1i . 1I 1'htll Jan l \t~ ar IIIIIlIlyb , Igln, 
and ,h y ",' ry <l!t,m viiI! u~ \t1 uur B,'dli, 
"hnl 'I ,. In buod t.\Ill1 r. af" ,,\Chb tI to 
IIIr11lllH !~I\ llill', \l h IJhl Ihtl 1.lldUf 

fl . wnlt tJh It L'c)llJpan\, i 11 \\" do IIOt, I' ''t 

rh I' nn, I t.lI! t" lila", Ihnn ld ~ \ 'd 0:!n 
ill ,1\, lJ\ l" nlt 'il Iill h 1'r,I\ll lUl\S cU ,lUI'S, 

as dlll'an (LI1\1 M, and II h n tllt:)1 ha\ ' 
l,uli,le l 'd ~1I.t .11'\'uII[\\ e\ <'1\ Th lllg tit .' 

111." ch,'n .1\ y 111<\1 It ~ I' loll' 1,'gnlarh, bllt 
11>1\\\ 1\ Illwut a 1111rt11,1l ,ll 10m .l .. ind ~f 

,.Ih r LI \lItlll; \ll\' 8t~, al '.I}'l- L.'¢/f, th t<, 

L"n,,· 
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came a huge Republick of thefe Black 
Gentry to pay their Re[peCt; to us in the 
Caille. It was Day-Break. before the Va~ 
had gain'd the Chapel, whe;e fome _of the 
Blac)( Boys iay on the Floor, perhaps the 
Rear was the!l a ~ter of a Mile off, 
though they march'd thirty or forty abreqft. 
It wa.:s alway.s my Cuftom to rife at "the 
firft Appearance of pay-light, in Order to 
be abroad early qbout my Survey, and that 
Morning I was furprifed when I found the, 
Black Ants had taken Poifeffion of the 
Chape.!, and put the Boys in an Uproar '; 
One of them [oon got a Cartouch of Gun­
powder, and laid a Trail all ~long ,the 
Path of the Ants, (who will not eafrly be 
put out of their Road) he then ret Fir<; to 
it, and blew them all up, being feveral 
Thou[and~ that had already. got into. the, 
Chapel. Th~ reft who we~e bringing up 
the Rear, having ~elt what was done to 
the Van turn'd, and march'd off to their 
own Homes. If the Ants have not a 
Language, (as many People believe they 
have) yet they certainly have [orne Method 
or other, whereby they eafily make them­
[elves to be underftood, as I have often ex­
'. .' perimented 
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PCI ifllt: lltt d in rhr fu lluwing M II III I"f. When 
I I HI Vd feen Iwo UI Ih r t: rlr.l g!:: li l l ~ A ni , I l p~ 
t)J) Ihe lhltlt, I h ive kill 'd .leuc kl'ue ll, , I lid 
(hrO\vn it d UWl1 hdorc them. As rou" }I S 

I ltt h.l vt' Ibuml wllll i it WIlli, the h llvc 

loni u llr .I W;I 10 1 l kll', w hile the Ct tltcr~ 

hflve (t,li ll ;Illtl w.ltch'" Iftt dend Bod ril l 
Ite I("hllll'd, Itt lite l lclld uJ .1 lt1rge l'ufle, 
'\1lL1 if' they h,lVb nu t heen nhlc tu <.Irry off 
til t C"d <IUc..lt , OI llulh r hns h enl "rLlL It'l1 
,llId 1'1'1 \1 II"'" , w ltu illl', ICltln Icw rll 'd w ith 

.1 frc ll l Sllpl' ly nll1ldcnl tu L;\II Y ;lw.11 thei r 
J'l t)' 

' ( ' II I ~ I:l IHlkt'N ill L'lIillM .Ire uf d i n-~rc l\t 

Kjtld ~ ;1" .1 Silts, IUIlIt' It Ill£. 110 h iggcl 

dl\lll \vh,l t WC CPllll11Ul tI t\'cd 1\1 1 ~lIrofr', 

tl lhC<fI; II I larlo\c C1 l tlui.\h to IIV11\10W .1 l'.")~ 

11i,1 ","uk; )('I I\C Ihele- tile (hilt 1t,II'c ,1U 

V CI IUIII . ,1I111 Illdl " I t: Wlilihil'p'd II I If''''' 
11,11., (II rillS Sor l, I lIutll ,11\011 t.lke No 

tll 'r, And lnlll )" Ihe- Rllttle So,lke, 1,lwe ll 
k,"I\11\ .lIltl jllilly ddlll!>'" bYIll.ll1l' ll i 

{l<1I1 '1 1I ~, {hilt I Ilred J,IY '''Jlhing ! It'ft: oj 

t ltrlll 
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S COR P ION S -are h~ in Abundauce,: 
fome very ' Iro.all, . and otber:s -as larg.e ~§ <;a 

Cray-fiih3 the Bit~ of ejther -Sort is of ~ 
deadly pOllonous Nature, an4 too oftell, 
proves mortal, I ought to have faid there 
Sting is fo dangerousJ for th~~e is a fn;l'all 
white Bag of PoifOI} as bi.g llS a DMUJ-; 

Pea clof~ by th~ir Sting, and when tl1evL 
frrikethe -Bag Ibreak§, and . corp,tll.unica~es 
the POllon to the WORDq. This being lit­
tle known in Engll1nd, I ;have made :a; 
Draught of one. S~e .the Fr0ntifpiece. 

I ; - J 

NEXT are the Centepees, [0 call'd by 
the Portuguefe, and by the,Englijh Forty 
Legs, having twenty on eaGh Side. ThltS 
Bite is very intolerable, but not mortal. 

THE GiIanoe is an ilJ0ffenfiv~ Kind of 
Animal, not .unlike a Lizard in Shape, tho' 
much larger. 'Tis certain, that Guinea 
produces many Sorts of Lizards, which are 
diilinguiili'd by different Names; fuchas 
Sallamanders, Carnelions, & c. The Salla­
manders are faid to live in Fire, but for 
what Reafon I know not, except it be that 

they 
• 
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thtlt th )' ar of G v ry old il ature. I 
h,\\ ' fcen then1 hlfking in th' un upon (I 

[ n ' to h t to 1 aT onc's Hand on, when 
at til [;l ll1 Tim if you handl rh.em. they 
Ihall fu I n old as Fro , . 

Tllli' amelion is 'Utother Kind of Li­
zanl flid to live npon ,'-ir. It j, Rn IUtd -
niablt: Truth, that tht'Y l'lm fur a long 
TimC', ·h. [011\' Il\l\chs, Ii" , \lPOU that 
pur ' 'It:ment nl ', lleVl'rth lets th , Iuyc 
olklltimt'$ bet'n (~n dllrt out theif km 
.Ih\rp Tongllt', tit th FE -, ,mJ c.uch 
th m. _IX the 'rontiCpiece. 

n 1': R is alll) ,lnotht'r Kind of Animal 
('nWei ,\ Co kro h, f ,l dark brown ,,­
lOllI', 11nd lhlp'd [<'Incwh"t like t1 Btl, 
Tht' brgdl $i,'t' is "bout tWI Inch s ll~n~. 
The)' )fl' t:litl to 1'It, mort,tl l\uClnt s ( 
BlI " whidl I :Im !1l\; !llllr ,Ip( tIl b Ii v 
nl'on th~' I\(COUI\!, tlW our ~hil whi~h 
l'\\',\rm\1 with (11l.'k whes, 1\ Wf h,\d ,1 

Bng. ,lhlt,ltd I\\! tilt' \ltV,\\)'. w h n other 
Ships withonl them wcr p 11 1"-.1 with 
Hllr.~. 
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M 0 S T Parts of Guinea produce mon­
ftrous large Spiders; their Legs are about 
the Length of a Man's Finger, and pro­
portionably thiGk. The firft of thefe Crea- , 
tures I ever raw was at Gambia Cafile. 
One Night going to Bed, I happen'd to fee 
a huge Spider run a-crofs the Floor, which 
I at fuft took to be a Land Crab, till it ran 
a good Way up the Wall, and then ftop­
ped, while I view'd it with the Candle, I 
perceiv'd it was one of the female Kind by 
a large white Bag, which hung under its 
Belly full of Eggs, being at leaft four In­
ches in Circumference. The Back and 
Legs were cover'd with a fine Moufe co­
lour'd Hair, which {hone like Velvet. 
The[e monftrous Creatures are faid to be 
venomous; 

I HA VE now defcrib'd all the Animals 
of any Note that came within my Know­
ledge on the Gold Coafi. As for Horfes, 
they have no Breed of them there, fo that 
the White Men trave!.in Canoes along the 
Coaft from Fort to Fort, having little or 
no BU[lllefs up to the Inland Country, ex-

cept 
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cept that now and then they go abroad for 
Recreation Sake, and are carried in aNet­
work Hammock, fail:en'd at each End to 
a Pole, caU'd a Bamboe, about the T hick­
!leU of a Man's Leg, which a Couple of 
ftout Negroes can eafily carry with a white 
Man in it. At Whydah it is cu1l:omary to 
put a Pillow in our Hammocks, and lie a­
long at full Length ; [0 that we may ei­
ther read or fleep as we travel, being co­
ver'd with a large Piece of Silk or Calli­
coe thrown over the Bamboe. But on the 
Gold Coaft when they ride abroad for an 
Airing, they always fit up in the Ham­
mock, with their Legs and Feet hanging 
over one Side, and leaning their Breafu o­
ver the I3amboe, while the Slaves run a­
long by their H ammocks holding Umbrel­
la's over their H eads, to guard them from 
the SUIl. 

HAVING [0 flf deicrib'd the Animals 
on the Gold Coail:, I come in the jail: Place 
to take otice of the Vegetables, all which 
(that are worth Notice) I have already na­
med in my Account of Cape CorYl Gardens, 
except tlle Red 'Wood and Silk CottonT ree, 

which 
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which grows to fuch a.n incredible Height, 
that Bo/man, who calls it ~ Capot Tree, 
tells us, that a Mufketcan fcarce fling a 
Ball to the Top of it. As for the Ball, I 
thall fay nothing, but this I w'ill atteft for 
a Truth, that there is upon 'I ajfo lfland in 
the River Sierra/eone, a Silk Cotton Tree, 
almoft thirteen Fathom, or above twenty­
five Yardsin CirGUmfereflce at the SurfaGe 
of the Ground. The Bark of this Tree is 
very tough, and produces large ftrong 
Thorns. It bears a Cod like that of a 
Windfor Bean, in which grows 'a fine fhort 
fUky Sort of Cotton of little other Ufe than 
for ftuffing ofQglts; &c. When the Cods 
are ripe, they fall off the Tree, and burft 
with Cotton. The youngeft and fmallel1 
Trees always bear moft Cotton, the Wood 
of a Silk Cotton Tree being of a fpongy 
Subftance is not good to make Canoes, but 
the Negroes dig or fcoop out other -Trees. 
much fmaller, and of a harder Grain, and 
which make Canoes large enough for their 
Ufes, 'Viz. thofe of forty-five Foo! long, 
(lnd five broad, which muft be row'd· or 
paddled by thirteen Men. From all which 
it is eafy to perceive, how much larger the 

Growth 
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Growth o[ rome African Trees are than 
any in Europe. 

TH a Redwood Tree, [0 call'd by the 
Europeans, is al[o very large, the Timber 
very hard, and is to my thinking a Kind 
of Mohogony nothing inferior to that we 
have from the American Plantations. As 
for the European Trees, I il1all paLS them 
by in Si lence, viz. Oranges, Lemons,. 
Limes and Citrons, and go on to the 

Gu A V AS, which are [mall furubby 
Trees. The Fruit is no bigger than a 
Golden Pippin, and tail:cs very agreeably. 
The Inlide is of a reddiil1 Colour, being 
full of finall Stones, not unlike a Pome ... 
granate. 

TilE Papaw Tree grows up in a fuait 
Stalk about [even or eight Foot high, at 
the Top of which [prouts out [everal [mall 
green Branches, whi h bear large Leaves 
il1ap'd like a Vine Leaf, and at the Bottom 
of thofe Branches ncar the Trunk grows 
the Fruit. This Fruit when {lic'd and 
boil'd eats tolerably well with Salt Meat, 

if 
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if pepper'd and butter'd, having 1,ittle or no 
Taite of itfelf; therefore as it boils foftel.' 
than any Turnip, the-Europeans often 
fqueeze Limes, and put Sugar, to it. Af­
ter which they bake it oq a Pewter-dilh, 
within a good Cmft, . and then it exaCtly 
refembles an Apple-pye, both in Taite and 
Colour. It is alfo ufed inftead of Appie­
Sauce when reJifll'd as aforefaid with Limes 
and Sugar, 

I H A V E already defcrib'd Plantanes ant! 
Bonanas in my Hiftory of Gambia, I there­
fore come next to the Coc:oa-Nut-Tree, 
which nearly refembles a Kind of Palm­
Tree. The Leaves, or rather Branches, 
are about eighteen or twenty Foot long: '1 
know not what better to ~ompare its Shape 
tO i than' that of a Feather; having a ftrait 
Stalk in the Middle like the Q@l, and e­
qually feather'd on each Side with long 
il:Jarp Leaves like- Flag-leaves, when they 
are ftripp'doff the Polo. When unfuip'd, 
the fmall Top Parts of them are very good 
for thatching Houfes" being like Palm-leav­
es or Branches, and are then call'd Cocoa­
loaves. The Fruit grows at the Bottom of 

M the~ 
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thefe Stalks near the main Trunk of the 
Tree like the Papaw, which it refembles 
both in Shape and Size, being as big as a 
Man's Head and ftringy Subftance, which 
muft be pared or chipp'd off, as from -a 
Wallnut, before one can come at the SheU, 
fome of which contain about a Pint, and 
the Fruit is accounted exceeding whole­
fome. 

THE Cinnamon is not unlike a Bay­
Tree. The Infide Bark is ftrongeft and 
fitteft for Ufe. One Day,. at Cape Coqjf, I 
try'd the Bark of a Cinnamon Tree, which 
to me feem'd flat and almoft taftelefs; 
however, I put fome of the Leaves in my 
Pocket, which, by Accident, I brought 
home to Europe, they being dry fmelt, 
and tafted much ftronger of Cinnamon 
than the Bark when green. 

THE Tamarind is a Middle-fiz'd Tree 
with a very fmall Leaf, not unlike a Jelfa­
nune. The Fruit grows in long narrow 
Pods or Cods, like that of a Bean. 

THE 
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TH E Palm Tree~ are of various Sorts, 
and differ much in their Natures, though 
very little in Appearance. There are four 
Sorts which produce four different Kinds 
of Wines. There is another Sort that yields 
nothing but-Nuts, from wheace · the Palm 
Oil is prefs'd, whofe extraordinary Virtues ' 
are fo well known in Europe, that it would 
be almoil: impoffibl~ to efcape the Know­
ledge of thofe moil: fkilful Botani11:s, the 
N egroes, who kmlw well the Die of every 
Herb and Plant, ami always apply them 
with .fuch SucceiS that the Cures wrought 
by them feem, at fome times, to be little 
leiS than mirawlous. They tell us, that 
Palm Oil is good both for the Back and 
Belly. And to prove that Aifertion, they 
not only eat it with every Thing, but alfo 
daily anoint themfelves with it, which 
mightily. invigorates their Nerves, &e. The 
lail: Sort of P~lmTree is that which grows 
to about fixty Foot high, the very Top of it 
gathers to a thick Head or Bunch, which 
taftes exaCtly like a Cabbage, but otherwife 
has no Refemblance of one; however from 
thence 'tis call'd a Cabbage Tree. 

M 2 WHAT 
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W II A r oCLurs next is their Corn; of 
which there are three Sotts on thc Gold 
Coa/L '1 he firfl: is J tee, The fecond is 

the large Millet; hy rome call' d ImlulIl 
Wheat, being a large flat GralJ1, which 
grows on a Stalk of about tcn Foot high, 
out of which fj1routs two and often three 
other Stalks, each bearing three or four 
Hundred Gl'ains a-piece, Of this Sort 
they have two lIarvefts in a Ye<lr, and 
wIth fa little -trouble that two People here 
can do more at it 111 a Dlty thati a gaud 
Plough in Europe, TIllS Sort or Corn IS 

fold by the Thou£ll1d, VIZ. the Thoufand 
Ears, which when fl:ripp'd or thre01'd, 
makes above five DuOlCI" and IS worth ;t­

hout a Crown ~tcrlillg 

1'1[ I "tIKI ::'01'1 H a u11all Millet, by 
the l'otflf/!.urF ( ilWd l\Taizr. The Grall1 
IS bkc Cmwlldrr Sled, The Ear of this as 
J1luch rcfcmblcs an h1l of Oats, as the o­

ther docs an E,lI of Whcal, either of' them, 
Ir well tlcar'd from the Bran, Jl1"kc very 
goot! BreOld. 

Hr RL 



A r oyage to Guinea. 165 

HER E is alfo another very good Grain 
call'd Callivances, of the fame Shape and 
Size wit4 a K~dn<.~y J3ean: It eats extraor­
~inary well ?'lith any Sort of Meat, either 
green qr dry. The CaI4vanc;es ~afie like 
,Grey Peafe when dry. Belides which there 
are feveral other Sorts of J3eaI?:s produc'd 
.on the Golr/ Co~it, but nqne is fq good as 
~em. 

THE I R chief Roots are Yams and Po­
tatoes. The Yam is ihap'd like a Parfnip, 
only thicker in Proportion to its Length, 
being corpmonly about twdve Inches long, 
al}d as many more in Circumference at the 
Top. Jt tiJ.itq whe!J- roailed like an Eng­
lifo Potatoe, but ):heir Potatoes only refem:­
ble pur's in Shape, being of a fweet mau,­
kiih Taite, not half fo agreeable as th~ 
yam. . 

ISH ALL piJ.fs by in Silel1c~ all the Q­

ther Animals and Vegetables on the Gold 
~oaft and elfewhere, which have been be­
fore-mention'd, as being fo well known in 
Europe th~t they need no Defcription, and 

M. 3 next 
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next proceed to the Slave Coafi:, a Place 
well worth our Obfervation. 

I H A V E already faid, that we fail' d 
from Acera, on Monday the third of A ­
pril 1727, On ,the fifth, we crofs'd the 
Mouth of the great River Volta, call'd fo 
by the PortugueJe, I fuppofe, from its Ra­
pidity; for it difembogues itfelf into the 
Sea with fuch Violence that it caufes a Rip­
ling, and changes the Colour of the Wa-

I ter, at leafi: eight Leagues from the Shore. 
This famous River divides the Gold Coafi: 

'Ji-om the Slave Coafi:. 

o N Friday the feventh of April, we 
arriv'd in Wh)'dah Road, and found lying 
'here, three French and two PortugueJe 
Ships. We came to Anchor about Day­
Break in feven Fathom Water, and faluted 
the Fort, which is more than a League 
from the Shore. This of all other Places 
in Guinea is mofi: difficult to land at. The 
Sea breaks and rolls at fuch a vafi: Dillance 
from the Shore, that no European Boat can 

come withi~ two Hundred Yards of it, but 
mull: come to Anchor a good Way off and 

wait 
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wait for a Canoe to come and carry the 
Pa1Tengers or Goods alliore, which the 
dexterous Canoe-men generally do with 
Safety; however, the contrary too often 
happens, for the Canoes overfet, Mens 
Lives are loft, and Goods fpoil'd. Upon 
Notice of our Arrival, there were Ham­
mocks fent down to the Water-fide for us, 
and ,a large Cano€ Game off to our Boat 
to car1"y us alliore, which it did without 
any other Damage than a little waihing. 
I was amaz'd when we cam€ among the 
Breakers, (which to me feem'd large e­
nough to founder our Ship) to fee with 
what wondrous Dexterity carried us l1?rough 
them, and ran their Canoe on the Top of 
one of thofe f.olling Waves a good Way 
upen the Shore. Which done, they all 
leilF'd out, ann dragg'd the Canoe up the 
Beach feveral Yards, from the Power of 
the nllxt returning Wave. It is barely pof­
fible, that a Man may, if overfet here, fave 
his Life by fwimming, but it is not very 
probable, for there are fuch Numbers · of 
Sharks here, that they follow a Canoe to 
the dry Land in Bopes of Prey. 

M4 SH I PS 
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S H [P S lraclillg here have always 'rent9 
clofe by the Sca fide, by Way of Ware­
houfes, in wh.kh they put th ir Goods. I 
walk'd up to one of the F"ellch Tents, and 
th Matc who had th harge of the Goods 
there, happening to be a Native or Jrdrmd, 
defil"d 010 (ill th(' [i',lIgliJh Language) to 
accept of a Dram, which T the marc rca­
dily conr0111cd to, be auf, I harl been a lit­
t l wetted COl1llllg all,orc. Ther wrre 
Il great many Ankers of Brandy pi led up 
in the Tent, which reem'd wcl on the Out­
(ido, I therefore a(k'd the Rea[on or th~t ? 

The Mate tl'Jld me, they had been wafted 
afhore that Morning Ii'om their Long-boat. 
which then layoff at her MOUrillg~. and 
that aile or his Men, who help''' trl rowl 
thcm up to the Tent, l'cl1turing" little too 
lar mtn the Sea, alicr an Ankn which was 
walled alhore, h'\l'l'cn'J to be Jc),,;'d by a 
fmull Shark, whom he cnuJUntcr'd with 
IllS Kl1lfL, and hud EJrly d,fcngag'd hil11-
relr, bl1t the Return [1r the ne t ,,"llT, 

whil h let the J /"(//,.[",1<111 'lf1oat, blOUght ill 
two oLlm Sh;!rks that Hl1ll1cLii,ltclv tore the 
POl1r J\ [nl1 to riClc~, amI in llll Tllfhlllt Jc-

I'llur\\ 
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vO;Ilr'd him before their Faces. This ugly 
Story made me a little out of Conceit with 
the Place; howev~r, thel-Iammocks being 
ready to carry us up to the Fort, we got in 
and were carried over three Rivers, or ra­
ther three different Branches of the fame 
River. When we arriv'd at the other Side 
we chofe to walk; the Country he~e being 
the moR: pleafant I ever yet beheld. The 
Englifb and French have Forts -here within 
Muiket Shot of each other, being compo­
fed of a thick Mud-:Wall with deep Moats 
round them. The Englijb Fort, :which is 
very large, has f~ur R:rong Batteries, on 
which are mounted [everteen Pieces of hea­
vy Cannol1. 

SUB 0 R D l N 1). T 1" to this Govemrpent is 
( the FaCtory of Jacquin, a~out [pcteep or 

eighteen Miles to the EaR:ward of that fort, 
qJfo that at Sabee about five Miles to th~ 
Northward of it, which is now reduc'd to 

~ Allies, by the great and pow~rful King of 
~omey, who has lately made fo much 

Noue even in Europe. His firfl: ConqueR: 
?las that of Great Ardah, about fifty Miles 
to the Nort4-We0: of Sabee, in the Year . . 

I724~ 
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T724· The King of Ardah having fome 
Dealings, about that Time, with Governor 
B A L D W r N of Whydah, and Accounts not 
being fetded betwccn them, his Majefty de­
tain'd one Mr. Lamb, an Englijh Factor at 
Ardah, in Hopes thereby to expedite their 
Accoun ts. During which Time, the City 
of Ardah happen'd to be beiieg'd by the 
afore[aid King of Dahomey's Army. The 
People of Ardah, for fome Time, made a 
itout Refiil:ance, till their King was Oain 
before his Palace-Gate, and then they fub­
mitted to the Conquerors, who took them 
all Prifoners, and among the reil: the afore­
[aid unfortunate Mr. Lamb. The King of 
Dahomey'S General, admiring [0 il:range a 
Figure as a White Man, fpar'd him, and 
carried him as a Rarity to the King h.is 
Mail:er, who was then two Hundred Miles 
up in the Inbnd COUll try, where a White 
Man ncv<:r was before. During his Stay 
there, he wrotc a very long Letter to Go-

~ vernor TIN l< E R, who fuceceded Bold7i.Jili 
at lVbyd(lb, wherein he gives a Defcription 
of the COUJltry, of the King, of the Ta­
king of Ardab, and of his Sufft:riogs. This 
heing the very beil: ACCQtU1t that could be 

lwl 
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had of thof~ r(!mot(! Inland Countries, I 
have been favour'd by the Governor with 
a Copy of it, which is as follows: . 

From the Great King TRuD.o AUDA­

T r's Palace if Abomey, ilZ the 
Kingdlim if Dahomey. 

SIR, 

<, AB 0 U T five Days ago, the King 
" of this Country gave me Your's 

" of the firft Inftant, and immediately re­
tc quir'd me to anfwer it in his Pref~nce, 
" which I did, though in a very indiffe­
" rent Manner; fo that if I do not recall 
" it, I hope you will excufe that as well as 
" this. 

" A s to the late Conference I haq with 
" His Majefty, on receiving your Letter, I 
" think he does not want to make a Price 
" to let me go; for whell I pre[s'd him 
" much to tell me, on what Terms he 

" would 
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" would fend me away; his An[wer ftill 
'I was, that he did not want to fell me, I 

• " was not a Black Man; But, upon my 
" again preffing him, he made a Sort of a 
" jefiing Demand to the Sum of, I think, 

J 'i (even H undred Slaves, about ten T hqu­
'I fand Pound Sterling, or fourteen Pound 
"a-head. Which fuange ironical W ay of 
" Talking, as I told him, made my Blood 
" run cold in my Veins; and upon reco­
te vcring mvfelf 1 afk 'd him, if he thought 
" me King of my Country, and that you 
" and the Company woulcl think both he 
c< ancl I had lofi our Scnfes Dlould I have 
c< writ any T Iling like what he had faid. 
" Upon which he laugh'd, and told me 
" not to put any Thing of that in the Let-

I " ter; for that he would order his IIead­
c< Captain of Trade to treat with you up­
c< on that SubjeCt, anel that if you had not 
" frJmething very fine for him at W/J)'dah, 
" you mufi write to the Company. Upon 
" which r told him, 1 fou/Jd I mull: die in 
" hiS C011ntry, ancl that I would only (end 
" for a few Cloaths and NecelTaries, which 
" I de(jr'd he woulcl let his People bring 
" for me, and he agreed to it; [0 that I 

" dont 
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(e dont find there is any other Way of 
te redeeming me, than by the Company's 

_ 'Ie fendin~ him a Prefent of a Crown arid 
" Sceptre, which mull be paid for out of 
ce what remains due to the late King of 
Ie Ardah. I know nothin'g elfe but what 
ce he will think mean, being ftock'd with 
cc great ~antities of Plate, wrought Gold, 
" and other rkh Things; a1[Q all Sorts df 

cc fine Gowns, Cloaths, Hats, Caps, &c. 
cc He has likewife all Sorts of common 
cc Goods beyond Meafure, and gives away 
" Booges like Dirt, and Brandy ' like Wa­
,e ter, for he is prodigious vain and proud, 
ee but he is withall,' I believe, the richeft 

{ 
cc King and greateft Warrior in this Part 
cc of the World; and you may depend up~ 
cc on it, in Time, will fubdue moft of the 
cc Countries round him. He has already 
cc ret his two Chief Palaces round with 
cc Mens Sculls, as thick as they can lie on 
" the Walls one by another, and are fuch 
cc as he has kill'd in War; each of which 
cc Palaces are in Circumference larger thall 
" St. James's Park, about a Mile and an 
<c half round. 

" HE 
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" H E talks much of fettling a Corre­
" fpondence with the Company, and of 
" having White Men come here, which 
({ you mull: encourage him in, and tell 
" him that the Way to do it, will be to 
" fend me away j for he fays he wants 
({ Ships to come to fome Place only for 
" his Slaves, and bring fuch Things as are 
" only fit for fuch a King as he: To all 
.. which I give him the Hearing, and 
" which if you humour may be a great 
" Means to help me out of this wretched 
« State. I hope my Royal Mafters will 
« take my Cafe into Coniideration, and 
" think of the long and many Sufferings 
" I have had in their Service, and what a 
" miferable Condition I am ilill in, as it 
" were banj{h'd all the Pleafures of this 
" Life, not only fi'om my Wife and other 
" Friends, but all Converfation in general; 
" fo that I am like one buried alive from 
" the World, and think nothing can come 
" near my unhappy Fate, to lofe myTirne, 
" and fpend my Youth as it were for no­
" thing in fuch a cUffed Place as this, and 
" not fee a Likeliltood of getting out of it, 

.., \ '~4.$A • but 
-i C 
~.. ~ 
~ i!-
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" but that I mUft: end my Days here. To 
" prevent all which, I hope, that they and 
" you, in their Behalf, will ufe your ut­
" moil: Endeavours, by fuch Means as are 
" requifite for my Deliverance, which I 
" £hall very impatiently pray, to God to 
" bring to pafs. 

" Go V ERN 0 R Baldwin promis'd me 
« in his laft, upon his Arrival in ' London. 
" he would lay my Cafe before our Royal 
"Mafters. Therefore when you write, I 
" beg you will remind him and them 
" thereof, and note the Contents of what 
" I now write. If any Letters co~e from 
" England for me, I believe either them, 
« or any Thing elfe, will come fafe to my 
H Hands by this King's People. He is ve­
fC ry willing I £hould have Letters , come to. 
C( me, or any Thing elfe, nor will he be 
" guilty of any mean Aaion in keeping a­
" fiy Thing from me, if it were Twenty 
" Slaves: Neither do I believe he would 
" detain any White Man that £hould come 
.( here, but me whom he deems a Captive 
" taken in his Wars: He fets a great Va-, 
" Iue upon me, he never having had a 

" White 



:t 7 €j A Voyage to Guinea. 

\ "Jya White Man here before, only an old 
""'7\' Mullatto Portuguefe, which he bought 

a of the Popo People, at the Rate of about 
a five Hundred Pound, as near as I -could 
"compute. And tho' this White Man is 
" his Slave, yet the Kjng keeps him like 
" a great Cabocercie, and has given hini 
" two H ou[es, and an H eap of Wives and 
"Servants. It may be, that once . in two 
" or three Months he mends (I:e being a 
" Taylor by Trade) [orne Trifle _ or <;>ther 
" for his Majefty, but after the Devil of a 
"Manner. So that if any Taylor, .Car­
" penter, Smith, or lll1y Sort of White 
" Man that is free be willing to corne here 
" he will find very good Encouragement, 
"and be much carefs'd, and get Money, 
i , if h\\: can be contented with this Lif\\: 
" for a T ime; his Majefty paying every 
" Body extravagantly that works for him. 
" And then it might be one Means of let­
" ting me go, with a Promife of return­
Ie ing to trade with him; but he now faYs, 
" if I go, he does not know, whether"he 
" {hall fee any more 'iVhite Men, think~ 

Tv " ing they add to his Grandeur; [0 that if 
t< any Fellow whatfoever comes up an4 

" goes 
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" goes, ~own again~ it wjll poffefs him 
" with a Notion that more White Men 
" will come, and fo leLme go, in Order 
i, to encourage their Coming. Or, if my 
" little Servant Henry 'Tench be at Wbydah, 
" and is willing to come to me, it may in 
" Time be much for his Intereft, as now 
" being a Boy, the King will be entirely 
« fond of him; for thought I do nothing 
" for him, he has put me into a Houfe, 
" and given me Half a Dozen Men and 
" Women Servants; alfo a conftant Sup­
" ply to maintain myfelf and them. If I 
" lov'd Brandy, i might foon kill myfelf, 
" having enough of that; alfo of Sugar, 
"Flower, and the like: And when he 
" kills Oxen, which is 0ften, I am fure of 
" a ~rterj and fometlrnes a live Hog, 
"Sheep, or Goat; . fa that I £hall not 
"ftarve, (but all this is notping, I ftill 
" want Content) and when he comes out 
" in Publick, the Portuguefe and I are 
« call'd to fit all Day in the Sun, only 
" our Boys are permitted to hold our Ki­
c< deyfolls, or Umbrellas, over our Heads, 
" but then he pays us pretty well for 
" jt; fometimes giving us two, fome-

N times 
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" times three or four Grand Cabefs '" a4 
" piece, ahd a large Flaik of Brandy to' 
" drink there, befides one ot two more for 
" each to carry Home; fo that the Portu-­
" guefe and I endeavour to live as well as 
" I can ; and think it enough if we can 
" keep up our Hearts, and, ourfelves in 
" Health : But I being weary of this 
" wretched Life, fome Time ago requeft­
« ed-his Majefty to put me into the Hands 
" of his great Captain of W ar, or Gene­
" ral, and give me a Horfe, and let me 
" go to War: To whi:ch he would by no 
" Means agree, faying, he did no+, want 
(C me to be kil1'd, for that he ihould anon 
" find other Bufinefs for me ; wherefore 
" he ~ould have me ·be eafy, and fit and 
" fee what he does; the Meaning. of which 
" I do not at prefent underfund . My g~ 
" ing to \l\Tar was likewif~ mucrh oppos'd 
" by the aforefaid Genj:ral, who alledg 'd, 
" that if I lhould be kill'd,. it might bring 
« a Pallaver upon his Head~ and make the 

" King 

.. Forty Booges make one Tokey; fiVe Tolcers 
aile Gallina; and twenty Gallina one Grand C.' 
befs, equal in Value to One Pound Sterling. 
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" King angry with him, as thinking him 
" to be the Occafi'on of it: However; rus 
«Majefty order'd mea Horfe, and told 
" me, whenever he went out; I !hould go 
" with hirp., which he often does for his 
<e Pleafqre, in a fine Hammock with gild .. 
ie ed Awnings and Curtains; He likewife 
<e very often adjotlrns to fome other of rus 
" Palaces, which ate . foine Miles diftant 
i, tram hence; and, as I am told, in Num~ 
ie ber Eleven. In this Labyrinth, I am 
<e willing to make Life as comfortable as 
" poffible, but as it is very uneafy to ride 
" a bare Horfe, I pray you will not fail to 
" fend me nn old Furniture with Spurs and 
"Whip. The King has Iikewife -ddir'd 
ie me to write to you for the beft Horfe~ 
~. Furniture that is to be got at WhY'dah, 
i, and he will pay what you !hall demand 
" for it; likewife a Fttle Englijh Dog, and 
" a Pair of Shoe-buckles, and if you think 
" well of it, you may charge them to me 
" with the following Thipgs both for the 
ie King and myfelf, being aifur'd tbateven 
ie a trifling Prefent, will nQt only be accep­
t< table from me, but very much encreafe 
,i my Interefi whether I ftay or go, which 

N 2 " at 
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" at the lhortefi: muD: be very long. I 
" therefore beg you will not fail to fend 
" me what is to be got of them, whicH 
<c may not only make my unhappy State a 
" little the better, but may make his Ma­
c, jefty conclude there is no Thought of 
" Ranfoming me; and fo fend me Home 
" in fome of his M*D:y's Whims. 

" I F my two Chefts left at Jacquin are 
" yet come to Whydah, I pray they may 
" be fent to me with every Thing in them 
" good and bad; alfo the followingThings 
" if to be got on any reafonable Terms, 
cc viz. &c. &c. of no Ufe to the Readet, 
" and too tedious to be inferted. 

" I HOP E you will not f<>ruple fend­
" ing any Thing I write for, as not haV'­
" ing receiv'd any Salary, or Diet-money 
" £lnce I have been in Guinea. Nor would 
" I have you admire at my fending for fo 
« many Things, feeing his Majefi:y has or-
" der'd another Houfe to be built for me, -' 
" at a Town he moilly reforts to when 
cc he is preparing for War, which fills me 
t< Witll melancholy Thoughts, and looks 

« no 
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" no Way Eke my going out of this Cap­
" tivity fpeedily. 

" IF you think well of my agreeing for 
" any Slaves with the King, you mull: 
" talk with his Servants thereon, and fend 
" me a Mark, "" for while I am here, I 
« am willing to do the Company rome 
" Service if pollible, their Interell: being 
« always what I {hall ftudy to promote to 
" the utmoll: of my Power; but then I 
« mull: have a Specie of all Sorts of Goods, 
« mark'd and nllmber'd with the Rates, to 
" prevent Mill:akes. Moll: of the Ink you 
Ie fent me being unfortunately fpilt, I beg 

you will fend me a Paper of Ink-pow­
" der: His Majell:y has likewife got tram 
" me the greateft Part of the Paper, hav­
IC ing a Notion in his 'Head of a Kite, 
« which, tho' I told him was only fit for 
" Boys to play with, yet he fays, I mull: 
« make one for him and I to play with. So 
" I beg you will {end me two ~re of Or­
" dinary Paper, and rome Twine for that 
(( Jfe, and a Scane of Match; his Majefty 
" requiring me fometimes to fire his great 

N 3 « quns~ 
':: Thirty-two PounUs~ 



182 A Poyage to Guinea. 
" Guns, and I am much in fear of having 
" my Eyes put out with the Splinters. He 
" has twenty-five Cannon,fome of which are 
" upwards of a Thoufand Weight, [0 that -
" a Man would think the Devil help'd to 
(C bring them here, this Plaoe being above 
" two Hundred Miles diftant from Wh)ldah, 
" and at leaft an Hundred and futy fi'om 
"Ardah. His Majefty takes great Delight 
" in firing them twice round every Market 
"Day, only now that his People an: ma­
" king Carriages for them; and though he 
" feems to be a Man of great natural Parts 
'c and Senfe as any of his Colour, yet he 
" takes great Delight in trifling Toys and 
" Whims; fa that if you have any Thing 
'c of that Kind, I pray you will [end them 
" to me, or any Prints or Pictures, he 
" much loving to look in a Book, and 
" commonly carries a Latill MalS-Book in • 
" his Pocket, which he had from the 
" Mulatto, and when he has a Mind to 
" banter any Body out of their Requefts, 
" he looks in his ~ook as ftudioyily as if 
" he undedlood it, and could employ his 
" Thought on no other Subject, and mudl 
" affeCts [crawling on Paper, often fending 

. H file 
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cc me his Letters, but then he fends an In­
" terpreter with a good Flafk of Brandy 
" and a Grand Cabefs or -two. If there is 
" any Caft-off Whore, either White or " 
" Mullattoe, that can be perfuaded to come 
" to this Country, eith'er to be his Wife or ' 
" elfe praCtice her old Trade; I ihmlld 
" gain his Majefiy's Heart entirely by. it, 
" and he would believe any Thing I fay, 
"about my going and returning again 
" with more White Men ±rom the Com-

-" pany. I pray you'U comply with as 
" much of this Letter as pollible, which 
" may be mtH;h for my Intereft. As to 
" anyone's coming, they ru:ed not fear his 
" uling any CompuifioflS, 'naving at leaf\; 
" two Thoufand Wives, whic4 he main, 
'c-tains beyond any Black King; and fuf­
" fers them to do nothing but for his own 
" Ufe in his own Haufe, or Palace, which 
" is as big as a [mall Town. And when 
" one Hundred and Sixty, Or two Hun~ 
" dred of th~m goes with little Pots fOl' 
\C \Vater, they one D:q wear rich Silk 
" Waift-c1oaths, call'd A rfe-Clouts ; ano­
t< ther Day they all wear Scarlet Cloaths 
" with three 9r four large Strings of Coral 

N 4 " about 
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" about their Ne ks, and their Leaders 
"[o01ctimcs In 'rimfi n, [ometimcs in 
" Grccn, and {omctimes Blue V clvet 
« loaths with Silver-gilt StalE in thcir 
" Hands, like Golden anes. 

" W 1I E N I camc hcrc fir{l:, the P or! u­
"gUt/I! had a Mulhlltot: Wh'orc, who his 
" M,0dly ufed with Abundancc of good 
" Monncrs, continually giving her PrefcJ1ts. 
« lIe gav her two Wome::n and :l Girl to 
" wait on hcr, but [he dying of thc Small ' 
"Pox, he wants mj~htily more to comc, 
" and fays, that no white Body iball cver 
" want any Thing he an purcha[e for 

j
'j :.: Gold: He jikewife gives great Encou­
I rag ment to all Black Strangers, and is 

" c.· trcmcly kind to fome lIIo/l(1Y People 
« who are now here. 

" Till $ ountry is mighty healthful, 
" lying [0 vcry high, and is daily rcfrc!h­
« ed with finc cool Breezes: It is likcwife 
" extrumcly plcl£.mt, having all Grt'ot Po­
" /,0 in Vicw, tho' at a vafl: Di{hnc , llci­
t< ther are we pc{l:cr'd with Muilu:toes. 

( ! 
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" I HOP E I fhall have a better Oppor­
" tunity to defcribe the POWer and . Gran~ 
" deur of this conquering King, which 

has often furpriz'd me, not thinking ever 
" to' fee any Thing like it ~n this Part of 
" the WoriCl. I fhall therefore conclude 
, ~ niy ~etter WIth a {hart Account of that 
" War,' whereto I was an unfortunate Eye_ 
" witnefs, and from whence I fav'd no­
" thing in the World b[ft what I had on 
" my Back ; -and narrowly '~fcap 'd peria1-
.. ing in the Flames, being ~4e Fate of 
" many Hundreds, which I had [11ar'd, 
" had not a Man halll'd me over the Wall 
« of old Blanco's Houfe, in which I was 
'I fuddenly fhut up as [oon as the Cry of 
" War came. And were it not for that 
'I Misfortune, I might had a Chance to 
" make ' my Efcape,- which, I fuppofe, 
" the King and old Blanco were afraid of, 
" for which ReafQfl they fent to fecure me. 
" However, that Houfe being t:j1e firfi 
" they fet Fire to in Town, I g~t foon 
I ' enough out to be a melancholy Spetta­
! ' tor of the enfuing Defolation, and De-
4< firuwon. Some Time after.I was haul-

q ed 
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" he being mortally wQunded in the H€ad~ 

" fo that his Brains might be feen, was not 
" abl~ to let me know what thrty {aid. 
" Two Days ~fi:er, the General call'dme 
~' to come and 4t with hirp and the Petty 
" Captains bf War, whjl€ they counted the 
" Captive Slaves, 'which they did by gi'''­
" ing a Booge to everyone: The whole 
" amounted to upwards of two Grand Ca.­
" befs, or above Eight Thoufand in Num­
" ber, among whom I faw two more of 
" my Boys, one of which was wounded 
" in the Thigh, and the ' oth~r in thrt 
"Knee, This Accident gave 'me an Op­
" portunity of a little more Talk with the 
"General, who endeavoui"d to hearten 
" me up, calling for a Fla1k of Brandy, 
" hI': drank to me, and bid me keep the 
" reft: He likewife offer'd me fomePieces 
" of Chints, Sletias, &c ' which I having 
" no Ufe for refus'd, telling them, . if they 
" found' among their Plunder any Shirts, or 
" Cloaths, I fuould be thankful for them, 
" being, as you may fnppofe, very dirty. 

" THE People to whom my Servants 
" V'{ere Captives would never permit them 

<C to 
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C,' to come to me, without coming with 
" them; however the General bid me not 
" be uneafy at that, in the leall:, for no­
c, thing ihould hurt me till I faw the King, 
" his Mall:er, who would receive me ex­
" tremely well and kindly, whieh indeed 
" he afterwards did. The General gave me 
" a Kideyfoll and Hammock, to carry me 
" up in the Country, which I gladly ac­
ee cepted of. 

" H A V J N G feen fo many Cruelties 
" committed on the Bodies of old Men 
" and Women, alfo on {ueh as were not 
" able to travel by Reafon of their Wounds 
ee and Burns, &c. I could not chufe but 
ee labour under difmal Apprehenlions, par­
" ticularly the firll: Morning when they led 
cc me out, as I imagin'd, to facrifice me, 
({ with a Drum beating a Sort of a dead 
" March before me, and many Hundreds 
" gather,<l about me jumping and tearing 
cc enough to rend the very Skies, with [uch 
" a Noire as would fright the Devil him­
"[elf, Many had drawn Swords and 
" Knives in their lIands, which they Hou­
" rjibed about me as if ready for ExcClJ-

" tion . 
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"cion. While I was ealling upon God to 
cc have Mercy upon me, the General [ent 
" Orders to the Petty Capt-ain of Wat. to 
" bring me to him, being'retir'dabout two 
" Miles out of the Camp. His Orders were 
" quickly obey'd, and I brought to him, 
" which put an End to my Fears. 

" I SHOULD have given you an Ac­
" count of my IntroduCtion to the King, 
" had not his Majefty fent this Minute in 
" a Hurry to me for this Letter, which I 
" cannot have Time either to copy or cor­
" reCt as I intend(!d; I therefore beg you 
« will pardon Tautology, and all other 
" Faults, being with hearty Service to all 
" the Gentlemen, Sir, 

Your mo/f Obedient Humble Ser'lJant, 

BULFINCH LAMB. 

MR. Lamb concinu'd here about two -
Years, and at laft his Majefty, upon a Pro­
mife of his returning again with more 
,White Men, fent him away very well en- , 

rich'd, 
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rich'd, being worth a Hundred Slaves. He ­
made but a {hort Stay at Whydah, before he 
tmbark'd for America. I faw him after':' 
wards at Barbadoes. The King, finding 
himfe1f difappointed in Lamb, and having 
an infatiable Thirft after Blood and Con': 
queft, made a Defcent upon Sabee, in the' 
Kingdom of Whydah, about the Begin~ng v 

of February 1726-7, and laid Siege to that 
great Town, or rather City, being the Me­
tropolis, where the King's Palace ftood, 
and where the EngliJh, French and PfJ1'tu-, 

guefe had Factory Houfes. In a few Hours 
Time, he ferv'd it exactly in the fame Man;. 
ner, as he before had done to Ardah; only 
with this Difference, that his Majefty of 
Whydah, who is the largdl: and fatteft Man 
I ever faw, thinking himfelf a little too 
bulky to fight, was, upon the firft Alarm,. 
privately convey'd away by the main 
Strength of a Couple of ftout lufty Negroes 
in a Hammock, by which Means he fav'd 
his Life. The Factories were rifled, and 
the White Men were taken Prifoners, and 
carried up to the C~mp at .Artiah, where 
the King of Dahomey then was. When 
Governor Tinker was admitted to an Au-

dience, 
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(iience, he told his Majefty; that his mo" 

. lefting the White Men could be of no' 
Manner of Service to that Country, which 
was become his by Conqueft: On the con" 
trary, it would be a Means to deter all 
Ships ·from coming there any m0re, and J 
then what muft Become of his Grandeur? 
'fhe King faid, It was very true, and with..: 
all affur'd the Governor,that he had given 
DO {uch GrGers to his General, but that he 
and the reft of the White Men were at Li­
berty to ' return to their Forts when they "" 
pleas'd. Accordingly, a few Days after, 
when the Englijh and French Governors 
were on their March through Sabee to 

Whydab, the General took Occafion to fet, 
Fire to their Factory-houfes, which had 
efcap'd the Fire during the Siege, before 
their Faces, without the King's Order. This 

. Misfortune was a Heart-breaking to them,' 
, efpeciaHy to the Frmch G0vernor, who had 

no Defignor Thoughts of returning fpee­
dily to Europe,. as Governor Tinker had, 
but rather hop'd to fee Sabee, or at leaft 
forne Part of it again rebuilt, and fome 
frnall Trade c'arried on there, that {o his 
Fadory .. houfe might be ferviceable as for .. 

merly" 
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not only to the Comfort and SatisfaB:ion; 
bilt aIfo to the Health of the Europeans. 
The Town was fo excreding populous that ­
it was with Difficulty one pafs'd along the 
Streets, tho' they were very broad. Here 
were daily Markets' wherein many Sorts of 
E uropean, as well as African Commodities, ;>!. 
were exhibited to publick Sale, alfo great 
Variety of P'roviiions. Near the European 
FaB:ories was a fpacious Place where grew 
a Parcel of fine, tall, lliady Trees, under 
which the Englijh, French and Portuguefe 
Governors, Factors and Sea-Captains walk­
ed, and tranfaB:ed Bufrnefs every Day as on 
a Change. 

ALL thefe fine Places were reduc'd to 
Allies a few Days before I arriv'd there, fo 
that I am oblig'd to the Gentlemen at 
,Whydah for the above Defcription of Sabee. 
as for the reft of the Country in general, I 
lliall give the Reader my own Remarks up~ 
on it. 

I FIN D that this Country i~ call'd FIDA 
by the Dutch, JUDA by the French, and 
WHYDAH by the Englijh, Portuguefe and 

o Natives, 
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N atives. All who have ever been here, aI~ 
low this to be one Gf the moil: delightful /' 
Countries in the World. The great Num-
ber and Variety of tall , beautiful and {hady 
T rees, which ieem as if planted in fine 
Groves for Ornament, being without any 
Underwood, or Weeds, as in any other 
Parts of Guinea; alfo the verdant Fields 
are every-where cultivated, and no other­
wife divided, than by thofe Groves, and in 
rome Places a fmall Foot-path ; together 
with a great N umber of pretty little Vil­
lages, encompafs'd by a low Mud-Wall, 
and regularly plac'd over the Face of the 
whole Country. All thefe contribute to 
afford tlle moil: delightful Profpeet that I­
magination can form. There is neither 
M ountain or Hillock to hinder one's Pro­
fpeet, the whole Country being a fine, ea-
fy, and almoil: imperceptible Afcent, for 
the Space of forty or fifty Miles from the 
Sea; fo tllat from any Part of this King­
dom, a Body may have a Profpeet of the 
Ocean, and the farther you go from it, tlle 
more beautiful and populous the Country; 
infomuch that by endeavouring to defcribe 
it, I have undertaken a T alk I cannot per-

form, 
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form, I ihall therefore drop the Sl!lbjeCt, 
with this one Affugnce to my Reader, 
that the imaginary Beauty of Ely}ian Fields 
cannot furpafs the real Beauty of this Counl 
,try, which neverthelefs yields no Gold, bu 
whatthey have here is brought from Bra­

}ile by the Portuguefe, to purchafe Sfaves. v 

THE Natives here feem to be the moil: 
Gentleman-like Negroes in Guinea, aboun­
ding with Good Manners and Ceremony to 
each other. The Inferior pays the utmoft 
Deference and RefpeCt to the Superior, as 
do Wives to their Huiliands, and Children 
to their Parents. All here are naturally in- V 
duftrious, and find conftant Employment, 
the Men in Agriculture and the Women 
in Spinning and Weaving Cotton ,. of 
which they: make Cloaths. The Men, 
whofe chief Talent is HUSBANDRY, are 
unacquainted with Arms, otherwife (being t­
a numerous Pe~ple) they could have made 
a better Defence or Refiftance againft the 
King of Dahomey, who fubdu'd them with-
out much Trouble, and has now laid heavy 
Taxes upon them. They are all Pagans, 
and worihip three Sorts of Deities. The 

o z firil: 
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firll is. a large beautiful Kind of Snake, ? 

which is inoifeniive in its Nature. Thefe 
are kept in Fittifb-houfes, or Churches, 
buil t fi)r that f'urpofe in a Grove, to whom 
th ey (itcriiiee great Store of Hogs, Sheep, 
Fowls, and Goats, &c. and if not devour­
ed by the Snake, are fure to be taken Care 
or by the Fittinl-men, or Pagan Prieil:s, 
who are as great Impoll:ors as any belong­
ing to tlH: 'hurch of R OME . The Lai-
ty all go in a large Body by Night with 
Drums beating, and Trumpets of Elephants 
Teeth founding, in Order to perform Di­
vine WorDlip, ant! implore either a profpe­
rOlls Journey, filiI' Weather, a good Crop, 
OJ' whatfocver el(e thcy want. To obtain 
",l1kh [i'om the Snake, they then prc[ent 
t heir Offerings, and afterwartb return Home. 
They nre all [0 bigotted to this Animal, 
that if' .tny Nl'groe DlOuld touch one of 
litem with ~ Stick, or otherwife hurt it, 
he would he illllll<:dbtcly [cntene'd to the 
Fl.unes. One Day, as I walk 'd abroad 
with the J~/lg/iJb Governor, I [pied one of 
them lying in the Middle of the Path bc­
fi)re us, which indeed I would have kiU'd 

hat! Ill! not prevented me, for he ran and 
took 
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took it up in his Arms, telling me, that it 
was the Kind of Snake whiGh was wor­
ihipp'd by the Natives, and that if I had 
kiIl'd it, all the Goods in his Fort, and 
our Ship would not be fufficient to ranfom 
my Life, the Country being fo very popu­
lous that I could not ftir without being feefl 
by fome of the Natives; of whom there 
were feverallooking at us that happen'd to 
be upon their March home from their Cap­
tivityat Adrah. They came, and begg'd 
their God, which he readily deliver'd to 
them, and they as thankfully receiv'd and 
carried it away to their Fittiih-houfe, with 
very great Tokens of Joy. 

THE I R $econd-rate Gods are the tall 
Trees, for which they have a great V ene~ 
ration. And their laft God is the r Sea, 
which they firmly believe, and not with~ 
out juft Came, is able to do as much for 
them as the Snake, or the Trees: But be­
caufe that no Share of the Offerings thrown 
in hert!, can ev.er revolve to the Priefts, they 
teach the People to pay it a linall Kind of 
diftant Adoration, which, as I before ob­
ferv'd, may be feen, and confequently WOf.., 

o 3 fllipp'd 
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:lhipp'd in that MaImer, at any Part of th{;} 

Kingdom, but aJl theIr Oifenngs muf!: be 
made to the Snakes and TreC9, 

"r 11 J!, Pricflhaad here is not altogether 

cot1f1n'd to the Male Sex, for therc are 
more PricficfTes than Priefls; both being 

hrl<1 lJJ filch Vencra'ion that they are liable 
to 110 PUllifhment for any Cupita] Crime 
wholtfocvcr. "rhe PricficlTeg nre necollnta 
hIe to thnr n lI{band~ for no Acllon fa)"'f 

of Dirohcdiencp
. or Whoredom, on th~ 

contrary they arc uneontroulable and muf)­
be (crv'd by the I-Iufband upon his Knee, 

with the ~unc RefpeL't that other WOI11P\l 

pay their llL1fhunds. If the Cafe be bad 

with thofe of the ROlllJjb Chureh who Hrc 
Prlell:-ridden; how 1l1uch worfe mufl It be 
with there unhappy Men who nre Priell:cfc, 
"tlden by their own WIVCq' So much for 
their HCiJglll1l As for the CQUlltry 1I1 ge 
neml, tho' I allow it to be the fincfl: I ever 

f.IW, yet I OlOuJd never like it bceaufc Jt is 
Ic, very lIllwholrOIllC, and by Illy Iall: Ac-

t>Ul1ts fi'£llJl thence, 1 ,Ull Inform'd, It is 

1l1orc (0 now thun whm T was there, the 

('nllntry being throngh the King of j)rlbo­

lII(i~ 
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mey's Means left uncultivated, is now over- { 
grown with poifonous ftiJlking Weeds. 
The fame Accounts intorm me, that an 
Accident of Fire happen'd, foon after my 
Departure, to the French Fort which burnt 
all the Houfes in it, and difmounted the 
Great Guns. The King of Dahomey, hear­
ing of this Accident, fent a Part of his Ar­
my, who WGre then encamp'd at Sabee, 
down to take the French Fort; but the -
Englijh, feeing them befieg'd in fo de­
fencelefs a Heap of Confufion, and dread­
ing the evil Confequences th,at might hap­
pen, if the Dahomites ihould once become 
Mafters of that Fort, witho!l.t farther Hefi­
tation fir'd upon them, and with the firft 
~hot kill'd the aforefaid wicked General 
and his Son, &c. the feeond kill'd two of 
the petty Captains of War and others, the 
third likewlle did Execution: At which 
they broke up the Siege, and ran confu­
fedly away. 

BE FOR E the King of Dahomey con­
quer'd this Place, the Natives were fo in--/ 
duftrious that no Place which was thought 
fwile could efcape being planted, though 

9 4 even 

• 
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even within the Hedg<fS that enclofe their 
Villages and Dwelling-places, and they were 
fa very anxi'bus in this Particular, that the 
next Day after they had reap'd they always 
fow'd again, without allowing the Land a­
ny Time for Reft. 

HERE a Man may have from forty to 
fifty W ives and their Captains three or four 
Hundred, fame One Thoufllll~, and the 
King four or five Thoufand; moft of whom 
ferve to till the Ground for their Huibands 
only, but the moft beautiful ftay at home, 
and do the W ork relating to the Family, 
and there to wait on them. The Rich will 
not fuffer any Man to CQme where their 
Wives are. T hey are fa jealous of them 
that on the ilighteft Sufpici~n of Inconti­
nence they fell them to the Europeans; and 
ihould a Perfon here prefume to debauch 
another Man's Wife, if the injur'd Perfon 
be a rich Man, the Offender will furely be 
put to Death, and his Family made Slaves . ./ 
If any Man iliould, though undefignedly, 
touch one of the King's Wives, he is in 
Danger of loting his Head, or he is doom-: 
ed to perpetual Slavery. Upon which Ac-

count , 
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count, if any Man is oblig'd to go near the 
King's Palace, Notice ~' given of his Com­
ing, that fo the Women may retire to a re­
mote Part out of Sight. When the K~g's 
Wives go into the Field to work, as they 
do daily by Droves, they cry out, if they 
fee a Man, Stand clear: Upon which the 
Man falls flat on the Ground till they have 
pafs'd him. 

THE King is fo abfolute, that all the 
Virgins in his Dominions is look'd on as 
his Property; and his Chief Captains, to 
whom the Government of his Seraglio is 
entru1l:ed, whenever they hear of or fee a 
Bea~ty, feize her for his Ufe, which no one 
.dare contradict. When a young Lady is 
prefented to the King he lies with her 
twice or thrice, after which ihe is oblig'd 
to live a Nun; fa that the Women are fa 
far from de firing . to enjoy this Honour that 
they prefer Death to it; and I have heard 
that fome Years ago, thefe Captains feiz'ti 
a young beautiful Maid, who rather tbtn 
live a Nun's Life, made her Efcape, and 
threw herfelf into a deep 'Veil, and there 
died. ¥ 
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F J( 0 M (he Multipl; ity of Wives it is 
fi'equcnt in thefe Parts to fee Fathers who 
have two J-Iundred ChildreJJ living at oncc. 
It is cu{l;omary here for a M an [ometimes in 
one O ay to have Half a Dozen Children 
born to hi m; for they never cohabit with 
any of their Wives when pregnant or mell­
flrllollS, which indeed arc potent Rcafons 
for Polygnmy. Bcfides, as the Riches of a 
Mall is lhe N llmhn of h is hiltlren, and 
which he can difpofe of at Plcafurc, ex­
cept his Eldefl Son, and the Males being 
Ji'equently fold into Slavery, and this fmall 
Spot of Ground furninles One T houfand 
Slaves every Month for the Market, Wo­
men mufl be Plenty, and each Man mu!l: 
have a Number. Upon the Fathcr's Death 
tbe; Idefl Son inherits all his Goods and 
Callie, and alfo his Wives, his own Mo­
ther only excepted. They ufe ircumcili-
011, which many l'o(\pone till U1e Child is 
filllr, live, nnd eight Y cars old. 

T II Jo: Natives here are doath'd, but that 
or the WOml'l1 is (0 very loofe, that the 
Wind often difdo(cs their natural Bc,\utic~, 

whid, 
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which the Men here fay was a Faihion in­
vented by the Women for a certain Con­
venience they found in it:- Both Men and 
Women go with their Heads £horn, and 
uncover'd, though the Sun is fo fcorching 
hot. They are fo fearful of Death that 
when they are fick -they are yery diligent 
in the Ufe of Medicines, and no one dares 
to fpeak of Death in the Kin.g's Prefence, . 
on Penalty of undergoing the Puni(hment 
i.mmediately. T hey live as to T ime by 
Guefs, having no Feftivals, no bivifion of t 
Hours, Days, W eeks, Months or Years, , 
fave only that they go by Moon£hines, 
which are fo regular tliat they compute 
their Sowing-time thereby. They are moft 
accurate at Accounts, and they eafily rec-

o kon without the Affiftance of Pen and Ink, ./ 
tho' the Sum amounts to many Thoufands, 
which makes it very eafy to trade with 
them. They are great Gamefters, and ve-
ry often ftake Wife and .Children, and 
Land and Body. 

THE Government is vefted in the King 
-and the principal Men; but in Criminal ) 
Cafes. the King affembles a CouuciJ, where 

he 
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he opens the IndiCtment, and requires eve­
ry Perfon to declare his Opinion what Pu­
niihment the Offender deferves, and ac­
cording to the Verditt, Execution enfues. 
Capital Crimes are but two, Murther and 
Adultery committed with the King's or 
the Grandees Wives. Very few Inftances 
of this happen, but Hillory hath recorded 
two for Muther : The Offenders were up­
on Conviction cut open alive, and their In­
trails burnt, and their Corps fix'd on a Pole 
ereCted in the Market-place. A young 
Man in Womens Cloaths !hut hirnfelf up 
among the King's Wives, and enjoy'd fe­
veral of them; but at laft being difcover­
ed, he and the offending Lady was brought 
forth, and fentenc'd to be burnt. The 
Youth feeing feveral of the Ladies, with 
whom he had pafs'd many a Night very 
agreeably, forward to bring Wood to make 
his Funeral Pile, laugh'd heartily, declar­
ing that feveral other Ladies were likewife 
guilty, but he would not accufe them par­
ticularly, and fo no more than he and the 
unhappy Lady that were taken in the Of­
fence were burnt. Moft other Crimes are 
judg'd by the Vice-roys, and fome trilling 

Penance~ 
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Penance, or pecuniary Mulct fet upon the 
Offender. 

THE King's Retinue are his Wives only, 
and when he goes a Progrefs, which he 
does once or twice a-year, he is accom­
panied by a Thoufand of the moil: beau~ 
tiful. His Grandees go not with I)im, but 
meet him at the Place where he appoints 
to divert himfel£ The King has a Cup 
which no Man but himfelf drinks out of. 
Under him he has fever~e::r.oys whom 
he appoints at Pleafure, and whoin his Ab~ 
fence act arbitrarily, al)d have each their 
Vice-royalty. He has alfo Grand Ca£!ains 
who likewife are Vice-roys ";"ve;-fo~e Di­
il:riCt or other. Another Sort of Captains 
are fuch as are entru~;~rket, 
Slaves, Prifons and the Shore. Beiides all 
which, there are a great Number of Hono­
rary Captains. His Revenue is very large; 
for there is no Commodity but what pays 
Toll, and the Collectors, of which there 
are One Thoufand, - difperfe themfelves 
throughout the whole Land, in order there­
to. 
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() N thr K jl1g'~ J)c;\[h IJ ICy !J;IVC a yd. 
/:till0UH Cu (lOIn or n'cnJing (r(m) on(.; ano­
ther, ,11111 ilJi~ they do openly without bc­
in~ li:thle tn PlJni{hl11cnL, which puhlicl< 
Violcl1ce [mc! Rouhery cOl1li)1lJ(,; till til" neW 
King i ~ illn ,dJ'tI, wlleJI he immediotely pro­
hihi(h it, anc! iN dil'cUly ohey'c!' I r the 
Gnlllc!eeli ('<1 lJl1ot ngree ahollt the Sliccei1i­
Oil, '1b ti)l11C'til11c l> it h;q1pcnN when the Killg 
elicn witholll I nile Male, or when they nre 
ror :\dvnn in!; hi~ Y oUlJge(l- Oil, they pub­
lin, the Ol'cier, and tell the People they 
j,uv¢ a N ew King ; hut gcn mlly the Old 
KilJg in rllc(ecd d by his bid 0 Son, who 
Oil his F"thcl \ l)l'Illi(c gets il1[o hi~ Palac!;, 
rind tal, cs r'orl'C- nio)l of his Wives. The 
I ill ~ ' H Wiv '~ arc thc Exe utors o(his Scl1-
It' nI TS, :Intl 'tis merry n Ollg h when a 
(;I.II1<1 C('. h \IS () fl~' ll f l rd (he' King, three or 
[0 111 Ilundrn l or them Jrc rent to the 0(­
["1111<-1' \ \1 0\&, whkh lhey i111111 ·(Jiarely 
0111' ,\no level wilh the Ground . 

1\ s to theil' Religion, it i very fi 'l)crCli­
t io\l~ , 80111e Y (' a r ~ ago, it is (olio, u Prien 
or the r JI/!),I!f1illl' Order came hiUlcr to 

c'onvc.rt 
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convert them to Chriftianity. Polygamy is 
an Obftade which they-cannot get over, if 
Chriftianity could allow this, there is no 
other Point infuperable. The King at­
tended Mafs, which was perform'd by the 
[aid Augujiine, and feem'd pleas'd there­
with. 

AD JOIN ING to the Kingdom of Why­
dah, ~r Fida, are feveral Royalties, viz. ~ 
Coto, L ittle and Great Popo, ff<.!!ahoe, and 
Adrah, all fituate on the Slave Coaft, 
which are govern'd by their refpective 
Kings, and follow much the fame Cuftoms 
with thi)fe of Whydah, only that they chief-
ly live ,on Plunder, and the Slave-Trade. 
It is their common Practice to aiI'ure the 
Merchant, that they have a Number of 
Slaves in order to draw him on Shore; 
which done they fleece him, and detain 
him feveral Months. Some Years ago, 
they dealt fraudulently with an Englijh ~ 
Ship, and befides cheated the Captain of 
his Goods; but coming thither fome Time 
after, he recover'd his Damages in the fol­
lowing Manner. As foon as he had dropt 
Anchor before P opo, forne of the Great 

Men 
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Men, nlnongJl ~' I 'fJ I II waq ti'e" I' lltg' SUn 
(:alJ1t tJl1 1,tmru Idln ~Il WhlJIII IfI~ ( l :1 jJ~I'll 
]JJ dlt BillJoe<, [i·tJlJJ vl,i( IJ he vtJlIJd llot 

(]lfdwJge LhetH ti ll 1 e was fi r fl Ie· imIJUl 

Itu, and 1,<1u olillg t1 them IJ ~lrJy " il J ' 

SUI .II ueOdts 

13 E.r< uP E 1 1""l1e this rJ1IIlt,y, r il lall 
gh't" 1 Ldef ACl"ULJ11l Uf rl)1111' fir die IWln 

tl!1fukabl<- ('I .fl '"I1Q, ,of... 1'I",\(1i. d II~ IIIP 

Natives uf I ~ II I Ii ~ 1\, w'Jnl.y , II,kl 1 

jllil [11'11 hi. h IlIny I.e' of fulnf lIr ... ttllU 

v'lIlettaiJ1I1ltl11 Ill! he P('ann. 

1 N Ago/ilia, '1 l ' 1l1gc1ol11 011 I he Gold 
«(lail a r IIfl'JIlI plt'\'ail< ~" a f olnan tn 

gil 'elll, \\ 1,0 ("vnlll". th'\1 J Jig" r Imle 

'Vii i , '.s IlIlill 'uurage al111 1111,]lItl nQ,,· 

litel ( lIllllllles 1,,.. "d'd "1 l\ I," T ,]llll! 
l'llll nllV 0111"1 1 ill!:!11'H" ill :tI[ Ij'l/Illa 

"ltC" dw ""Pltll '1'1' del, elllo " tilhel 

StV Jhi' ('(I \ ~IIIl"I. i. 111\ ii, lh'" lo 

I t't P I hI:' r i,,\ 111111 III ill her '1\\ 11 11:111t1., 

fhl:' Ii eqUIIII"lllit'd null"'" ri,e 111,1\'\1"[ 

Il:'lllal" " ptr~'ll 'llr"l1gt'l I'I lltl:' li,n '111.1 

I,it-'dlllg 1':101(11\ fI\t gt'l1t'IJIII' hu,. " bnrk 
1,,111 "ttl e, '" it'" "')1 nl' eliI'!:I!o IItl [,If; 

pl"I,i 
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prohibiting him on Penalty of loling his 
Head to intrigue with any other Woman. 
And when the Youth nas 10ft his Charms, 
or her Majefty's Paffion palls, he is ex­
chang'd for another; fuch is het Chafi:itj 
and Virtue, £Ince check'd by no Religion 
or Law {he is fo perfeCt a Mifuefs of her 
Favours that {he may confer them on 
whom (he pleafes, without Fear or Scah~ 
dal. The hext Heir to the Crown, is her 
Eldeft Daughter, her SOhs are ' fold fot 

Slaves, or otherwife difpofed of, fo as not 
to interrupt the Succeffion in the Female 
Line. The Daughter is taught by the Mo­
ther the [arne political Method of Govern­
meht mention'd e.bove/ which the young 
Princefs is tutor'd in very early, and like­
wife, when Nature diCtates, a beautiful 
Slave is pilrchas'd for her !tmorous Amufe­
ment. It is a pleafant fertile Country, and 
under which Government the Inhabitants 
live peaceably; feldom or never going to 
War. The Englijh had a fmall Fort her&) 
for fome Time. 

THE Negroes of the Gold Coafi: when 
they go toWar, if they be'lt their Enemy re-

P joice; 
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joice; and if they are beaten they il:ill do 
the fame: And they are fo very indiiferen J 
about the Events of Things, that they feern 
unmov'd at their greatefr Misfortunes. As 
to their Drefs, that of the Men is general­
ly very poor and mean, but Pride among 
thefe People as well as the Europeans has 
chiefly eil:abli!h'd its Throne amongil: the 
Female Sex, who here adorn themfelves. 
with a Veil, or Shift of Silk, over which 
they wear a Garment of Red Cloth, and 
adorn themfelves with Rings of Gold, Sil­

·ver and Ivory, and fo well ikill'd are they 
in their Fa!hions, that they know how to 
drefS thernfelves up fufficiently tempting to 
allure the Chrijlians, efpecially when there 
is no White Female to be found. 

A s to the Education of their Children, 
the Motller gives the Infant fuck for two 
or three Years, which over, and the 
Child can walk alone, than it is, 'Tum 
out Brutes: "Vhen hungry, {he gives it a 
Piece of dry Bread, and fends it abroad, 
and then it wanders either to the Market, 
or tlle Sea-fide to learn to fwim, or it goes 
any-where elfe; no Care is taken of it, 

nor 
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nor does any Perf on regard its Progrefs. In 

\ .• Europe when our Children can go alone, 
/j< -

'Ijl how many Cares and Anxieties continually 
~ perplex us, nor do we think that We can 

ever take enough Care of them; but here 
they have none of this Trouble. Child .. 
bearing; in this Part of the World; is at.:. 
tended with no Expence of long Lying-in; 
Goflipping, &c. A Negroe Woman, I 
have been told, has been deliver'd of a 
Child in lef~ than a ~rter of an Hour, 
and in their Labour they ufe no Shrieks or' 
Cries; nay, the very fame Day it is cufto­
mary for the Lying-in Woman to go to the 
Sea-fide and bath~ herfelf, without ever 
thinking of returning to her Bed. Here 
are no Proviflon of any Neceffaries for the 
new-born Infant, and yet all its Limbs 
grow vigorous anc~ proportionate,. and I 
muft deliver it as my Opinion, that the 

..i contrary PraCtice in Europe makes fo many 
crooked People. The Cbildren generally 
follow that Way of Life their Parents do, 
fo that they very early fuii for themfelves. 
They are not extravagant in their Eating, 
faring hard, byChoice, tho' t4ey haveMoney 
and Plenty ofProvifions, but,'are intemperate 

P 2 in 
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capnot fubfifi, he binds himfelf for a cer­
tain Sum of Money, and the Mafier to 
whom he is oblig'd finds him in all Ne­
ceifaries. 

Up 0 N this Coafi are a Sort of People 
call'd MULLAToEs, a Race begotten by 
the Europeans upon Negroe Women. This j 
Bafiard Brood is a Parcel of the mofi pro­
fligate Villains, neither true to the Negroes, 
nor to one another, yet they aifume the 
Name of Chrifiians, but are mdeed as 
great Idolaters as any on the Cmili. Mofi 
of the Women are publick Whores to the 
Europeans, and private ones to the Negroes. 
~n iliort, whatever is bad among the Eztro~ 
peq!:f!.L or Negroes, IS UnIted U;them; fo 
that they are the Sink of-both. They are 
frightfully ugly, when they grow in Years, 
efpecially the Women. 

AL L the Natives of this Coafi believe 
there is one true God, the Author of them 
and all Things: They fay, that in the Be­
ginning God created Black as well asWhite 
Men; that he having created thefe two 
~orts of Men, offer'd two Kinds of Gifts, 

P 3 'VIZ. 
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viz. Gold, and tjle Knowledge of Artl 
Reading, and Writing, giving the Blacks 
the firft Election, who chofe Gold, and 
the Whites was oblig'd to take the Kn ow­
kdge of Letters ; that God granted their 
Requeft, but being incens'd at their Ava­
rice, refolv'd, that the Whites {hould for 
ever be their Mafters, and they their Slaves. 
Others affirm, that Man was not at firft 
fhap 'd as he is at prefent, but the Parts de­
fign'd for Propagation were plac' cj. more in 
Vieyr for its better Convenience, and that 
God has [mce alter'd it for Modefty Sake. 
Alrnoft every Village has a Grove or pub­
lick-Place of W orihip, to which the prin­
cipal Inhabitants on a ret Day re[ort to make 
their Offerings, &c. T hey have Notions 
pf a future Life, and imagine that after 
Death they go to another World, where 
they {hall live in the fame State they do 
here, and that they who have liv'd regu­
larly, and have inviolably kept their Oaths, 
are gently wafted over a River to a Land 
abounding with all Kinds of HappineiS ; 
but on the other Hand, if he has behav'd 
amifs, that they are drown'd as they are 
paffmg the River~ Some imagine, that af:-

~er 
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ter Death, their Souls will animate White 
Men, in order to their- farther Attainment 
in Knowledge. They give Credit to Con­
jurers and Miracle-mongers, and ftedfaftly 
believe the Apparitions of Spirits and 
Ghofts, which makes them fearful and ti­
morous. They have a Cuftom here . of 
baniihing the Devil, which they perform 
annually with Abundance of Ceremony at 
a Time appointed for that End. This is 
done with great Joy and Mirth, and Lam­
poon on their Superiors for eight Days, at 
the Conclufion of which, they hunt out 
the Devil with a horrid Cry, all running 
one after another, throwing of Excrements~ 
Stones, Wood, or any Thing they can 
come at, as thick as Hail at Satan's Pofte­
riors. This done, they return to ' their 
Houfes, and the Women waih and fcour 
all their 'V ooden and Earthen Veifels very 
neat, to free them from all Pollution and 
the Devil. They have but one other Fe­
fiival, which is their Harveft-time, call'd 
by the Chriftians, their Fair. On their 
Sabbath they are forbid to filh, but as to 
all other 'Vorks they are allowed, and all 
exercif~ them according to Difcretion. 

- p 4 As 
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A s to the Government of thefe Territo .. 
des fome are Monarchies, and two are Re7 
publicks; which as to their Cufioms are 
much the fame, differing only in the Form 
of their Government. 

Ll X J Mis govern'd by a Body of th¥ 
Caboceroes, who are the Chief Men, and 
by the Manceroes, or young Men, eleCted 
thereto. The publick Affairs are chiefly 
under the ConduCt of the former, but 
what concerns the whole Land, 3.§ War 
and Peace, the raifmg of T axes, &c. which 
feldom happen, fal l under the Cognizance 
of both Affemblies. The Caboceroes are 
the Judges of all Cau{es, who often take 
Bribe~, and pervert Jufiice. They have no 
Lawyers, tho' they hoM Courts and exa­
mine Witneifes, &c. Murther, and A­
dultery are feverely punifh'd, if the Of­
fender be poor, but if rich, he may fine. 
Robbery is commonly puni(h'd with the 
Refioration of the fiolen Goods, and pay­
ing a Fine, which is proportion'd accord­
ing to the Penalty of the Perf on offending. 
In Cafes of Debt, the Creditor may feize 

the 
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the Debtor's Goods th<;lUgh to do\+ble the 
Value;but this is look' dQ!! as ap oppreffiveCu­
itom, but ample Reilitution is adjlldg'd by 
the Judges themfelves, according to all old 
J?oman Law, by which, if the injur'd Per­
fon has receiv'd Damage in his Honour and 
Reputation, full Satisfaction ihould be made 
by the Ag~reffor, 

WHEN they go to War, which is al­
ways deliberated by the General Council, 
no Man is prefs'd or compell'd; the Man­
ceroes being young run into it for the Sake 
of Plunder, and every one prepares for it 
as foon as War is concluded on, which is 
many times refolved for this Rea[on, that 
a neighbouring Nation grows rich, and cuts 
a better Figure than they. Going to War 
is very che'ap, a neighbouring Nation may 
be hir'd to affifi: another for a lefs Sum than 
Two Thoufand Pounds, which is divided 
betwee!l the c;:aboceroes and Manceroes. As 
for the Pfunder that is to bear the EJSipence 
of the War, but the Soldiers generally ferve 
themfelves firfi:. In Fight, each Comman­
der hiith his Men clofe together in a Sort of 
~ Crowd; in the Midfi: of which he is ge., 

l1er~lIy 
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011 them, and when abroad in the Towil ' 
two Boys attend them ,only, one carries the 
Sabre, and the ~ther ~he Stool or Chair; 
but when they go to vilit fome confidera­
hIe Man, feveral Shields are , carried before 
them, and an Umbrella above their Heads, 
and are atten,ded by the ploft beautiful of 
their Wives finely dre1S'd with GDld apd o­
ther rich Ornaments. The Ricl}.eS of thefe 
Kings, (who are hardly to be compar'd to ' 
the Bailiff or Mayor of a Corpo.ration Town 
in CornwaJ) are his Slaves, and he that has 
many of them is confeqnently rich and po­
tent. The Grand Officers of the State are, 
B.raffoes, or Enfigns; Tie-Tie'S, Criers and 
Attendants on the King's Wives; Horn­
blowers or Trumpeters, .and Drummers. 
The Office of Braffoe is to carry the King's 
Meifages to the neighbouring Courts, the 
Tie-Tie's Office is to cry out, Hearken, In 
the publick Council, when the Voices run 
too high! and to cry loft or ftolen Goods; 
the Attendants on the King's Wives have 
the Care of their Mafter's Orchards, and 
of his Treafury, of which they keep the 
Keys. Befides. thefe, they have no other 
pfficers, ' 
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goes againft him. Some, be fides Wives, 
have Concubines, whofe Children are e­
fieem'd legitimate: Ana if he has a Child 
by his Slave, he can make it legitimate, 
which if he does not do before his Death j 

his Heir will look on it as a Slave, and 
treat it as fuch. 

IN the Inland Countries the Puniihment 
of Adultery extends to the Woman as well 
as the Man, yet this deters not the Woman 

\ from the PraCtice thereof. They mifs no 
Opportunity, and are continually contriv­
ing Stratagems how to gain a Lover. If they 
meet with a Manthey immediately firip 
his lower Parts, and throw themfelves up­
on him, proteiling that if he will hot gra­
tify their Defires, they will accufe him to 
their Hutbands, as Jqfeph's Miftrefs did to 
Pharaoh, for nothing is more revengeful 
than a difappointed Woman, who here are 
like [0 many Samfom pulling down Mif­
chief upon their own Heads as well as o­
thers. If they can come to the Place the 
Man fleeps in, they lay themfelves fofdy 
down by him, foon ' wake him, and ufe 
all their little Arts to move the darling 

Paffion, 
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der Paffion, her fole Delight, and with the 
Man ihe loves, under no Apprehenfions of 
Death, and if a Divorce enfues, her Join­
tlJre is unalienable, and therefore that ren­
ders her Happinefs compleat. However, · 
thefe Negroe Royal Ladies do their utmoft 
to gratify this Paffion, and often twenty of 
them feize a lufty Youth, and detain him 
till his Strength is quite exhaufted, and 
then they fend him away, making him 
promife to return to them again at a Set 
Time, of which he always fails, for he is . 
fure to fell himfelf for a Slave. 

IN Ante, if a Woman has born Ten 
Children ihe is feparated from her Hu(­
band, and the reft of Mankind for a Year, 
after which fhe returns, which is a very 
particular Cuftom, the Reafon of which I 
could not learn. They have a Cuftom of 
holding Women unclean, and of circum­
citing Children, which they probably learnt 
from the Jews or MahlJmetans. Here fe­
",eral Marriages are made as foon as the 
Parties are born, by their. Parents, in order 
for a ftriCter Alliance of their Families.---­
Women here live long unmarried, becaufe 

they 
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bccaufc whilfi: lingle they are quite frce, be= 
ing at Liberty to admit the! Embraces of fe­
vcral Men, if they plcafe. T he N umber 
I)f Women much exceed the Men, which 
obliges thc Women to remain the longer 
unalk'd in Marriage, though this is not at 
all irkfome, for they may indulge the foft 
Paffion without thc leall: Scandal, nor are 
they therefore rudely accounted Whores; 
and fund the fame Chance as others of ha­
ving Hufbands. 

I N the Countries of Eguira, Abocroe, 
Al1coiJer, Axim, Ante and Adom are feve­
ral Women, who are bought for the Ser­
vice of the Publick, and moll: Towns have 
one, two or more, according to their Large­
nefs. This is a Privilege granted the Man­
ceroes on their petitioning the Caboceroes. 
The Reafon which they affign for fuch a 
Provifion is, that thofe Men who hlve no 
Wives, will be promptcd, whcn they are 
dcfirous to gratify Nature, to run the D,m­
ger of lying with othcr Mens ·Wives. So 
that thefe People count it prevents Confu­
lion, Adultery and Death, to allow publick 
Whores. Thefe Women have Dwelling9 

for 



A J7 oyage to Guinea. 2 25 

for themfelves fet apart by the Magifuates, 
and having us'd their Pleafure reward them 
according to Cuftom. -

IN Commany, Elmina, Fetu, Saboe, or 
Sabee, and Fantyn, they have none of thefe 
publick Women, and yet a Man is not 
much put to it, for here the Women are 
very kind before Marriage, but they are 
not oblig'd to beftow their Favour~ on any 
but who they like, and fddom without 
Reward. There are likewife old Matrons 
who breed up whole Schools full of the 
handfomeft Girls they can find for the Ufe 
the Rakes. 

IN Sicknefs, as I have already obferv'd, . 
they ufe the utrnoft Diligence for a Reco­
very, and make Ufe of Phylicians, who 
are, many of them, as great Cheats _ as any 
in Europe. I muft however fay, that the 
Medicaments, Plants, Herbs, &c. have 
fuch Virtues here, that they really per­
form very furpriling Cures. Mter all En­
deavours us'd to recover the lick Party are 
found ineffeCtual, and the Patient expires, 
Enquiry is made into the Caufe of his 

~ Death.. 
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Death. As, whether he is pOllon'd, OIl 

died through the NegleB: of his W ives, 
Children, or other Per-fons about him ? If 
they find nothing, then the Prieft fays, he 
has been deficient in 'his Religious Rites, 
and therefore died . T his done, they fet 
up a difmal Crying and Lamentation, ami 
running about fill the whole Town with it, 
and the Youth, who knew the Deceafed, 
generally pay their RefpeB:s by firing off 
a Mufket feveral times, to give Notice of 
his Death, as we do by the R inging of a 
Bell. His Wives alfo run about the Streets 
in a mad Manner for feveral Days lament­
ing till the Corps is buried. Whilft thefe 
are abroad l:;menting, his neareft Relations 
fit by the Corps making a difinal Noife. 
The Deceafed is put into a Coffin, with 
divers rich Things, according to his De­
gree, and when they carry him to the 
Ground, feveral young Soldiers preceed and 
running continually load and difcharge their 
Mufkets, and fo continue to do till he is 
buried. Many of both Sexes follow with­
out the leaft Order, and the Corps being 
depoiited, a Feftival enfues for eight Days, 
at the Deceafed's Haufe. 

ON 
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ON the Death oLthe King, publick 
Notice is given, not only to his own Sub­
jeCts, but alfo to thofe of the neighbouring 
Princes, which occaiions a vaft Contourfe. 
And indeed the Solemnity is worth feeing, 
for, on this Occafion, every one is richly 
habited, and the whole is perform'd with 
great Pomp and Ceremony. In fuch Fu­
nerals, feveral of the Deceafed's Slaves are 
facrific'd in order to att<:nd on and ferve 
him in the other W orId, as alfo one of 
his principal Wives, and one of his prin­
cipal Servants. But this barbarous Cuftom 
is much difufed fince the Coming of the 
Europeans. The Natives are very fond of 
being buried in their own Country, ii1fo­
much that if anyone dies out of it, if his 
Circumftances will afford it, he is remqv­
ed in order to be intelT'd in the Place ~f 
his Nativity . 

. --- - ----
THE greateft Kingdom in Guinea is that 

of BEN_IN, by fome call'd GREA T BE­
N I N. Here is the famous River of Formo­

fa, which fprouts itfelf into innumerable 
Branches; fome whereof are fo wide that 

Q...? they 
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they de[erve the Name of Rivers, and the 
Banks of each of them are inhabited by a 
particular Nation, govern'd by their refpec­
tive Kings, who all, except the King of 
AWE R R I, are Slaves-to the King of Great 
Benin. At the Mouth of pW17If)fa certain 
Pirates inhabit, who live by Robbery only, 
whatever they feize, Men, Beaits or Goods, 
they fell to the fufi: that come hither for 
ViCtuals, for they have none of their own. 
The River is very pleafunt, and ilio very 
unwholfome, and much pefi:er'd with Muf­
ketoes, which UnwholfomenetS is fatal to 
many of the Europeans who come hither. 
The Natives are all Freed-:Men, tho' treat­
ed as Slaves by their King: None but Fo­
rei,,"Ilers can be bought and fold here. The 
Vice-roys of Towns have the Power of de­
ciding Civil Oulles, and railing the public 
Taxes; but in Criminal Cafes they muil: 
fend to Court, which is at the Village or 
City of Griot B<'lIin, the Refidence of the 
King, and wait the Orders thereof. The 
Inhabitants are generally very good-ruttur'd 
and exceedingly ci,il and courteOus. V\'hen 
the E!'r~pct1ns make them Prefents, which 
on their coming hither to trade they always 

do, 
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do, they endeavour to return 'them doubly .. 
They are very tedious-in their Dealings, 
but fhis is manag'd with fo many Civilities 

- that one cannot be angry. The Merca­
dors, Fiadors or Merchants, who are Fac­
tors for the Natives in their Trade with 
the Europeans, are appointed by the Go­
vernment, ,and we pay a fmall Cullom not 

, worth mentioning. 

IN the State is full, the King, and next 
him three Perfons, who are il'il'd LORDS, 

who are always about his Majefty's Perfon, 
and to whom all are oblig'd to addrefs 
thernfelves who fue to the' Crown for Pa­
vours, or other Bufinefs. Thefe I.;or'ds are 
the King of Great Benin's Prime Mini;.. ' 
il:ers. Subordinate to thefe are the Vice­
roys or Governors of the, Countries fabjeCt: 
to the Crown" who are advanc'd thereto ' 
by the Recommendation of the thr€e great 
Lords. To ' the Perfons fo rec0mmended, 
as fit and proper to be entrufted with' 
the Office of Vice-roy, the King gives a 
String of Coral, which is the Badge . or 
Enfign of their Power and Authority : It 
is continually wore- abouc their Necks, in 

~3 _ the 
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the Manner of an Alderman's Chain, for if 
they ihould lore it they are irreparably con­
demn'd to d~e. W hoeveu counterfeits there 
Strings of Coral, is puniihed with Death. 
Next to there in Degree, are the Commo­
nalty, out of whom the former are cho[en, 
v~ry few of which are laborious and indu­
firious, unle[s their Poverty obliges them­
to it; the others lay the Burthen upon 
their Wives, whilft they, if they have 
the leafi: Stock, apply thernfelves to Mer­
chandize, ia which they are ailiduous and 
careful; , 

A s to their Manner of Living, in re­
gard to Eatables, it is much the fame with 
¢at of the Europeom. They frequently 
trea~ one another, and impart a Portion of 
their Superfluity to the Neceilitous: They 
are exceeding charitable, fo that there are 
no Beggars among them. Their Cloathing 
is neat, and more elegant than that of the 
Natives of the Gold Coafi, yet the upper 

. Parts of their Bodies are naked, and they 
habit thernfelves according to their feveral 
Circumftances. The Women are cloath'd 
allover, and they_ adorn tlleir Necks wiili 

Coral> 
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Coral, &c. Alm0ft all their Children go 
naked J the Boys till they are ten or twelve 
Years of Agel and the Girls till Nature . 
difcovers their Maturity. Here likewi(e, 
as in other Parts of Guinea, they marry as 
many Wives as their Circumftances wlll 
admit. If a Man likes a Virgin, he dif­
covers his Paffion to her Parents, or neat­
eft Relations, who, if !he is not promis'd 
to another, feldom denies his RequeIl:. 
They are jealous of their Wives with their 
OWn Country-men, but they are not fo 
with the Europeans. When tl:i€:y receive 
Vifits, the Women always withdraw, bat 
if the Vifitants are Europeam they make 
Part of the Converfation. They pillli/h A­
dultery; if the Parties are taken in the Act, 
all the Man's Effects is fOifeited to the Per­
f011 injur'd, and the Woman is turn'd out 
of Doors, who removes t~ a Place where 
/he is not known, there Faires for a Wi­
dow, or lives by her Favours; but Money 
amongft the Rich heals the Breach and re-­
conciles the Difference, and the offending 
Lady is treated with the fame Endearments 
as before. The Governours, if they fur­
prize the Adulterers, kill both, and then 

~4 throw 



?' 3 ?' A /'fJy/~I:f' /0 C "ine:!. 

llimw IIItl ;1 Hudi H ~ I H " I'I'ey 10 wi ld Benlh, 
' I ' h ey n, e (1 {I,kl ill 11, - 'J1 C\ lti lJllo flh (c 

1-' IIl llfl (Jl I(; III II il HII th de (', imeH HI'" (1'1(1011) 

01 lIever UUlilllliltod , Dr fl i ICII O i1ley :\I'C 

dOlle wirll {u ,"u,,11 Secrecy rl H1 1 III~y ,II' 

11 01 cafily dHl:uvcr'd (0,;1 ih to be u \1(CI 

vctl, 111111 ilw Atiu ll crerH IIllIft be fUlilld i,l 
Ih vt'l y A~ I) ;lIIt! I>y Ihe J hlfhilml, Su(pi­

ci"" ,11,,1 ( ' j,~IJ "lfl.'II"CH HIO IIUI rq',,'J'dtd. 

illey 1!;lve IIU Wcit; ilt ill Ihi. AfCI;r, A­
IIIOlll'H .II e IIul II ld llll u 'd here ill Ihlll dt\i"ar 

Miln"e) liS ill 1~1I10/Jt. i Ih~y h"v hili thc 

0l'Jl"lilllliry. ;1 iR dUJ\e' Ht ollce; whe r~l\s 

" MoIII IlHdl ligh II lnng 'l';mc w h~n he n ,e~ 

()1- tile fll II 1";1\101 11 (11' II 8,111'0/,1' /11/ L"dy. by 
wllkll DCItI ', tile IIIOt j~ ,'\w:l iI dir.;ovc,'d, 
1'1 tolellt", l 'li,y_. IUdl>r((I' ~, t', "nyc I he 

1',1111 10 I ,ove ,llId ' ~ lIju 11111;111, hili hnc 
1'''''' Nllllli c-, ,lIld I lie ill )ll1edi,llc CI.t""'C' 
,,,"I Dcfi' Cli 01 ",,(II Se~ (;~ I l/tnt' i~ III) 0". 
!'I11i"" hu ,I \' " llIl1Ie LII \"" 'ltiS Oil Ihe J\~,IIl's 
1"11 1, hClollde- Ih,,) e j, )lUI Ihe Ieall 'u ' llds 

011 IliM LlJ tlte W'»\lIlIl , <' u Ihlll lhi~ [',Itt 

"I Ih(' W"tld '" IIltl pdlcr'd ,vitl\ t' 
'1"('(" "' ' '1'11.1('/:, ' I'ht:' , do lilll r.d k uf 
l'''''' 'IC';lti<l1l in , )h(~' rllc ' I 't'lli\~, Lllit (hcy 

wlto lilll , \)Ild~ Ih is :;; 111~n'llJ\ \\'<·II . n)(',111 

in!) 



A P oyage to Guinea. 23 3 
ing Hints is ac(wunted a Wit. Pregnant 
and menftruous WomeLthey abil:ain from, 
and circumcife both Male and Female, and 
make little Incifions in the Bodies of their 
Infants. Twin-bearing Women are count­
ed a good Orne!!, all this Country over, 
except at Arebo, where they kill both Mo­
ther and Offf'pring. 

THE Natives pay no Duties for Goods 
imported or exported, but everyone pays 
a certain Sum annually for the Liberty of 
Trading. The Vice-rays in ev.ery DiftriCl: 
take Care of the ColleCtion, which is with 
great Eafe done1 . and fend Part of it to the 
King. No Foreigners are Eern~itted to 
live in the Metropolis, or near the King's 
Palace. The Handicrafts keep to their 
Work, and regard neither Court nor Trade. 
The Women here manage Bufinefs, and 
are as induftrious as thofe of Holland, but 
much more obliging. The- Son fucceeds 
the Father in his Trade, and all his Poffef­
fions. 

A s this is the moil: potent Kingdom of 
Guinea, and more nearly refembles an Eu-. 

ropeq,n 
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t opean Monarchy, I {hall give the Reader 
fome Account of its Metropolis, the King's 
Cowi: and Grandeur. 

BEN I N, a City about Sixty Miles 
from A gatttm, a T own fituated at the En­
trance of the River Formrfa, near the Sea, 
is the Refidence of the King, and gives its 
Name to the whole Empire. The Coun­
try hereabouts is fiat, as is alfo the City it­
felf; the Streets are prodigious long and 
broad, in which continual Markets are 
kept, either of Kine, Cotton, Elephants­
Teeth, or European Wares; and notwith­
funding, they are kept very clean. The 
Houfes are large and handfome, with Clay 
Walls, and cover'd on T op with Reed, 
Straw, or Leaves. It is p1eafantly iituated 
on a River bearing its own Name. It was 
once a very populous Place, bilt fome Years 
fince, the King caufrng two Street-Kings, 
(who are like our Aldermen, or Common­
Council-men) to be kill'd, under Pretence 
of attempting his Life, tho' the Contrary 
evidently appear'd to the whole World, and 
that he did it only to get their Wealth, 
which he did. This led the King to feek 

for 
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for a third, but th.i.& Street-King, or·Alder­
man, wa,$ , fo wel1-h~lov'd by his .Eelfow­
Citizen.s, that he l}a4 ~iy Notice , ~iven 
hiln of ~i\i Prince'$ Inteptions; aI1'I aq:or-

• .' h) .~'._' J i 

dingly took his Fligrt, accompamed ;with 
thred F~~rths of the I~habitallts " o( the Ci­
ty. UJ'on which the King caus'd the Mi­
litia of the Country to purfue them, and 
oh1ige ' them to return., but tliey met-with 
a Rc;puli'e j and was ther~upon forc'd to te­
tire. Tre King made a {econd 'Attempt, 
in "'lhich ~ikewiIe he ' faiI'd; whereupon 
tht:;Alderman mc_ens'd' and fiuili'dwith 
vfaorr; came directly to the City, where 
he plunder'd and pil!er'd, fparing no Place 
but the· King's Palace. After w hlch tie re­
tir'd, but continu'dfor Ten Years to rob 
the Inhabitants of Benin, till, at'length, at. 
the Interceffion of fome Europeans a Peace 
was concluded betwee~ him and the King, 
by whicn he was pardon'd, and entreated' 
to return to his former Habitation, but the 
Alderman would not truft him, but lives 
about Three Day's Jqurney from Benin, 
where he has as great a Court and State as 
the King. However, the returning Citizens 
were frielldly receiv'd, and many of them 

preferr'd 
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preferr'd to honourable Offices, in order to 
induce the reft to return, but that was of 
no Force, for they who were with the Al­
derman thought themfelves as well off, and 
fo this City has continu'd long depopu­
lated. 

THE King's Court is iituated in· a very 
large Plain. The firft Place we come in­
to, is, a very long Gallery which is fuil:ain­
ed by fifty-eight ftrong P~s, which are 
only hack'd out rough. At the 'End of 
which we come to the Mud-wall with 
three Gates, at each Corner one, and ano­
ther in the Middle. At the Top of all is 
fuc'd a large Copper Snake, wh.ich is well 
caft and carved. Entring one of thefe 
Gates we next come into a Plain, which 
is about a...~rter of a Mile Square, and 
encompafs'd with a low Mud-wall; then 
we come to another Gallery, which has a 
Gate leading to the third Gallery, which 
is fupported by Human Figures. Going 
through a Gate we come to -the fourth 
Gallery, beyond which is the King's Houfe. 
Here is another Snake. In his Anti-cham­
ber his three Great Lords attend, who ac-

quaint 
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quaint the King with the Defrres of his 
Subjects ~d report hi Anfwers, for no 
other Perf on dare to come nearer to him 
than the Difiance of Thirty Paces. The 
King appears publickly but once a Year, 
and that is at the CORAL-FEAST, as 
they call it, when he comes to the Plain 
moft magnificently drefs'd, attend~d by _ 
his W!ves, Prime Minifters of State, and 
all the Gentry, or Vice-roys, where His 
Majefiy faCiifices to his Gods in the open 
Air, which begins the Feaft; the Nobles 
and Gentry follow his Example, and the 
Day proceeds with all Manner of Drink­
ing, &c. and concludes with great Mirth 
and Gladnefs. It is call'd the Coral-Feaft, 
becaufe at this Time the King beftows the 
Strings of. Coral on thofe, whom he ad­
vances to any Preferment, or Poft of Ho­
nour, which he never does, but on this Fe-

. ftivaJ, unlefs a particular Urgency of State 
requires it. 

A s to Religion, they believe . there is a 
God, the efficient Caufe of all Things, but 
like the reft of the Guineans they are fu­
perftitioufly and idolatroufly inclin'd. 
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ON Thurjday, the Twentieth of April, 
1727, we took the Advantage of a calm 
Day, and embark'd, from WhJdah, in the 
following Manner : Our Canoe lay aihore 
upon the Beach, with her Head towards 
the Sea, and thofe who were PaiTengers 
f!:epp'd in, and ute down fuug in the Fore­
Part of her, becaufe the After-Part is for 
the Canoe-men to fl:and to their Paddles, 
being thirteen, commonly eleven, in Num­
ber. When we were £X'd in our Places, 
the Negroes took hold of the Canoe, and 
having watch'd a convenient Opportunity, 
they run her off upon the Back of a Wave, 
and all Ieap'd in, and handled their Pad­
dles with fuch Expedition and Dexterity, 
that before the Return of the next Wave, 
they had pulh'd her out of Danger of the 
Shore Breakers, but that was not all; for 
about Thirty Yards off lies a Bar, where 
the Sea breaks with greater Violence than 
on the Shore. However, they got her 
foon over there likewife; and about Forty 
Yards on the Outfide of which, lies ano­
ther Bar which is the mof!: dangerous of 
all: Between thefe two Rows of Breakers, 

which 
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which roar'd like Thunder, we laid by on 
OUl' PIlddles near a ~uarter of an Hour; 
and at laft the Men, feeing a monfuous 
great Wave break, they, on a fudden, 
made a Puih towards it, and darted their 
Canoe quite through the fucceeding W ave, 
which was pretty finall, as th~y always 
are, and only wet us a little, thereby dif­
appointing the fiuge Train of our Atten­
dants, I mean the Sharks, who fwarm'd 
about us, and waited with Impatience to 
fee the Bottom of our Canoe turn'd up­
wards. Thefe voracious Animals often fol­
low the Canoes, thro' the Breakers, quite 
ailiore, in Hopes of Prey. And w.henever 
the Dead are committed to the Sea, which 
happens almofl: every Day, while Ships are 
in this Road, the Sharks give fuch due At­
tendance that the Corps can no fooner touch 
the Water, than it is immediately torn to 
Pieces, and devour'd before our Faces, ne­
veithelefs we got fafe to our Ship: And at 
Break of Day next Morning weigh'd, and 
fet Sail from thence, defigning for the 1-
fland of Princefs, where we intended to 
take ill Wood, W ater, and Provifions for 
our Voyage home. Accordingly, after 

fame 
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Portuguefe Ifland, lying directly under the 
Line, but then the:ir Water is not good, 
becaufe they have but one Spring upon the 
Ifland, in .which the Negro~s are continu­
ally wailiing themfelves with Soap; fa that 
by the Time this Water runs from the Top 
of the Hill down to the Sea-fide, 'tis no­
thing . but Sudds, enough to poifon our 
Men, for which Reafon we did not touch. 
there. 

THE Boufes here are two Story high, 
neatly built of Wood, and furrounded with 
handfome Balconies, after the Portuguefe 
Failiion. Here is alfo a Monafiery hav­
ing more Black Friars and Nuns, than 
White ones. 

D URI N G our Stay here we bought up 
whatJreili Provifions we could get, though 
at a very dear Rate; we alfo took in 
Wood and Water, fufficient for our Voy­
age home, and have ,down our Ship, and 
careen'd her. Being thus fit for the Sea, 
we took our Departure from thence for 
LON DON, on T uefday, the Sixteenth of 
May, and on the Twentieth, we crofs'd 

R the 
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the Equinoctial Line, and paid as ufuaL 
On the Twenty-third about Seven in the 
Morning we had a dillant View of Cape 
Lopez, which lies in one Degree SouthLa­
titude, being the laft Sight we had of the 
African Shore. It was there, that memo­
rable Battle was fought between Sir Chalo­

ner Ogle, and Roberts the f~mous Pirate" 
whom he took, and was knighted for fo 
doing. The Weymouth and Swallow Men 
of'Var carried the Pirates to Cape Coaft. 
where they were tried and condemn'd, fe­
veral of whom were hanging in Chains 
when I was there; others who upon Trial 
appear'd lefs criminal had the Favour of the 
Court to indent with the Company's Agents 
for Ten Years Servitude; one of \~hom I 
fawat Commenda, and was told he behaved 
very quietly and well. 

Now we are enter'd upon a long and 
tedious Voyage, not hoping to fee any Land 
forthe Space of a ~l[ter of a Year, . nor 
had we any Ship in Company with us: How­
el'er, we refolved to divert ourfe\ves the beft 
we could; and what contributed in a great 
l\Teaiure to my Satisfaction, was the Com-

pany 
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pany of Mr. Charles Wheeler, who had been 
a FaCtor to the RoyaLAfrican Company for 
Ten Years in Guinea, and was now return­
ing Home in our Ship. 

T HIS Gentleman, ha;,ing refided in 
Guinea a long Time, was undoubtedly ac­
quainted with the feveral 'Cuftoms of the 
Guineans, and likewife with their Paffions, 
Inclinations, and Difpofitions, which ren­
der'd his Company diverting; and as the 
Subftance of our fevernl Converfations can­
not, I believe, be difpleafing to the Rea­
der, I thall here give his Remarks there­
on. 

I H A V E liv'd in Guinea, faid he, up­
wards of Ten Years, and if my innate De­
fire of feeing Old England, and London the 
Place of my Nativity, did not urge my 
Departure, I might · continue here, live 
quietly, and die in Peace. When I firft 
came here, I was, as ·all others are, quite 
unacquainted with the Nature and Difpo­
fitions of the Inhabitants, and of the [eve­
ral Cuftoms of the Country; but. Time 
and Obfervation [oon di(clos'd them to 

R z me. 
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me. I thought, for Inftancer that Poly­
gamy, or the having a Multiplicity of 
Wives at one Time, was a very bad Cu­
fiom, but I foon found that my Averfion 
to it was only the Prejudice of a different 
Education; for when I was a little habited 
to this Cuil:om, I found it refembled the 
Method practifed by the Patriarchs of the 
Old 'I eftament. However, it may be ob­
ferv 'd, that a Man is not ob\ig'd to have 
more W ives than he pleafes; and 'tis com­
mon for the moil: prudent of the Natives, 
who live by Merchandife, to have no more 
than two, or four at moil:: The Reafons 
they afiign for this Practice are the fol­
lowing; firfi, That it was handed down 
to them by their Fathers; fecondly, That 
they never cohabit with a Woman when 
fhe is pregnant or menil:ruous; thirdly, 
That two or mo~e being Rivals for the Af­
fections of the Man, they il:udy and · en­
deavour to pleafe him; and fourthly, That 
as a Man may have Variety at Home, he is 
not fo prone to feek it Abroad. I know 
feveral who live chail:ely and foberly in tills 
Method, and have often thought that the 
Practice of too many Europea1lS was more 

liable. 
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liable to Cenfure, who befides a Wife keep 
two or three Harlots:- Nay, the Europea1l 
is really in a very dangerous Fault, far he 
is taught, that fuch an Actian is contrary 
to the Religion he profeffes, and far which 
he is liable to Damnatian; nathing of 
which the Negroe believes, or is taught to 
believe; fo far from which, that he herein 
follows the E:cample of his Anceftors, and 
treads in the Path .of Abraham the Patri­
arch, which undaubtedly was right. Dif­
ferent Natians have different Cultoms, and 
confequently dift:erent Ideas of' .one and the 
fame Thing: In Guinea, 'tis Chaftity nat 
ta have Cammerce with a Woman during 
her Pregnancy, but what European thinks 
it viciaus ta have? Is fuch an Abftinence 
for the Gaod, Lang Life, and Health .of 
Pafterity ? Of this the ChriJiian, though 
he were convinc'd, his Religion permits 
and neceffitates a cantrary Way ·af Actian. 
Far I cannat act always as I wauld, be­
ing impell'd by Cuftam, Educatian and 
popular Errar, ta act cantrary ta the Sen­
timents .of my awn Mind. Natur~ is the 
beft Schaal, her Leffans are true, and her 
Dictates are univerfal. . 

R ~ IN 
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I N Guinea you never hear of a Rape • 
• md the Reafon is p1..dn, the vou ng J ,adies 
are not taught by the Pnclb. that the Cla­
rification of their darling P .llTion i, u d.1m­

nable Crime. .1S they are by the CJlriil:ialt 
poIUes in Et.ropc, whid) occationo many 

reli~;io\ls Gills uf tender Confc.icllces to re­

malO refl ~(tor to the: inL<:thnt .1Ild p.l1TIO­
nate AddreJfcs of their Suitor'>, who Jome 

times through Deceit anLI F orce Jtlze the 

long "'lI}l'd-for Prize: But here the 'I outh 

who .lddreJfes the Fair proccedti not on the 

fame Principles; his Suit is urg'd by nu o­
ther 1\ rotives than thoJt which anJe from 
pure Nature; whereas there. Ambition, 

Pride, f\mc)" AV,1flce, Spite, I\lalice, Re­

\'enge .1I1d I-btred, are too genenlly :1nd 

.1Imo11 :11\\,.IY' the governing :-'fotil'cs: In 
t'I,r /,1', a l\ fan uften t.lkes a F;me}, to a 

Girl f,w her (;;lIt, nr AtTcdatlOl1 1ll \\ ' alk­

lng, the :-. lethml Lit her ~ll1ilin.;;. the Fix­

ing uJ her Patch.:" the Orn,ull.:nts of her 

lk'lt! an,1 J'erkl\l, the- L.lrgenets of her 

1 hlllj" or lome LIther trilling Thing of the 
like N;lture; ,)1', It)r the \ !anner of her 

Spt'ilking, Litf'illl" Singing, D,mcing, Jdl-
Int" 
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ing, or Talking; or for Interefi, Honours, 
Trade, Family, Wealth, Riches and Land. 
In Guinea, the Youth, when arriv'd to 
Maturity, lie under none of thofe Incon­
veniencies from the Dictates of Nature, 

". thofe of Europe do, for the Caboceroes 
(or Magifirates) provid~ publick Women 
in every Town, or the young Man may 
purchafe in the Market a Woman-Slave, 
cohabit with her as long as he pleafes, and 
then fell her again: So that in this Part of 
the World, in the Nature of the Thing it­
felf there can be no Temptation to com­
mit a Rap'e; efpecially if this one Thing 
be confider'd, that the Women of this 
Country make no Scruple, if they have 
but the Opportunity to meet the Embraces 
.of the Man: And on the other Hand, the 
MaB, if he finds his Fair ~ot in the Hil­
mour, leaves her for the pte1ent, .and re­
tires to another; it is much the fame to 
him, who it is, fo be his Ends are anfwer­
ed. But in Europe we are fo befotted, 
that we often dance Days, Months, Years, 
ay Ages, fpend our Prime, ruin our For­
tunes, Health, Vigour, &c. in the Purfuit 
<of .one Woman, and frequently mifs the 

R 4 Prize, 
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Prizc, or if gain'd, generally Contcntion, 
Hatred and Mifery enfue. Suppofe in Eu­
rope, when a young Man fets out in the 
W orld, he could purchafe a Concubine, 
and cohabit with her during Pleafure, and 
then either give her her Liberty, or fell her 
again, would it not be better than, as the 
common Practice is, to 'cuckold their 
Neighbours, debauch their Daughters, and 
get with hild their own Maid-fervants, 
which inevitably brings on the Parties, 
Ruin and Deftruction? 

ALL the Time I liv'd here, I never 
once heard of thofe deteftablc and unna­
tural Crimes of Sodomy and Beftiality, fo 
much practic'd among Chriftians. Whe­
ther it is better to be N egroc in Morality, 
or an European, is with me ealily decided. 
A Guinean by treading in the Paths pre­
fcrib'd him by his Anccftors, Paths natu­
ral, plcafant and diverting, is in the plain 
Road to be a good and happy Man; but 
the EII1"Op,'ali has fought fo many Inven­
tions, and has cndeavour'd to put fo many 
Rcfl:riClions upon Nature, that it would be 
]Cxt to a Miracle if he were either happy 

or 
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or good. Tell the Guinean of Chaility, 
and of livIng Celibate,and he laughs at it 
as a Chimera, and fays, that there is nei­
ther Chafiity nor- Modefty in living the 
Life of a Monk or a Nun, and that that 
Religion which puts on Nature fuch Ne­
gatives is a Religion unreafonable and un­
natural. Chaility and Modefty, he fays, 
confifts in refraining from Women when' 
they are pregnant or menfuuous, and in 
not lying with Women in the Streets, or 
before another Man: For which Reafon 
it is, when they go to the publick Harlot, 
that they leave their Staff at her Chamber­
Door, as a Token, and the next Comer 
does not enter till the other is gone: But 
in Europe, the daily PraCtice of the Rakes 
is quite the Reverfe, they lie with a Whore 
all round, in the Prefence of one another, 
and I have known this to be the Cafe 
when a Dozen has been prefent. Nay, 
the Publick Women here are fo chafie, 
that they will not admit a fecond Man, no 
nor a Woman, to be prefent while theACt 
is performing. So widely different is the 
PraCtice of thefe (whom we call 'ignorant) 
People from the PraCtke of the Whores 

III 
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in Europe, who continually lie with Men 
in the Streets, Fields, &c. and who ad­
mit as many to be pre[ent at the ACt as 
pleafe, if they apprehend no Danger from 
the Magifirate. Another good Cuftom 
prevails which fhews their Modefty and 
Chaftity, the Whores do not frequent the 
Streets, as in the great Cities and Towns 
of Europe. The thinking World may fee 
how immodcft, how vicious, the Chriftian 
"Vhores are, who daily employ themfelves 
to delude the Youth, and who [warm our 
Streets, and like the Devil run up and 
down reeking whom to devous. 

So M E Cuftoms among there People at 
their firft Appearance [eems very ftrange. 
A Grandee, befides his two Wives, has 
many Concubines, perhaps Thirty, Forty, 
or more, and he lives with them much in 
the fame Manner, as Abraballl and the Pa­
rriarchs of old did, and they in like Com­
plai£\J1cc call him Lord and Miller. \Vhen 
he is vifited by another Grandee, who 
comes one or two Days Journey, and per­
haps deJigns to ftay there rome Time, he 
gives his Vifitant the Choice of one of his 

Concu-
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Concubines to be his Companion, and to 
lie with him during hiS-Stay. This Offer 
has often been made me, efpecially when 
I vifited a King, for it is a Compliment 
tlJat is always paid an European. The firft 
Tim~ this happen'd I aik'd their Reafons 
for fuch a Pr?-Ctic{ls I was foon anfwer'd, 
that it was to keep me chafte and regular. 
How k@~p me chafte and regular, faid I, 
when you tempt m~ to Fo~nication. Why, 
faid the King, is it a Sin to lie with a Wo­
man? Yes, I faid, unl{lfs I was married to 
h{lf. And did you n~v(!r, faid the King, 
in your own Country, lie with a Woman 
unmarried? Her{l I hefitated, and found I 
could not an[wer this ~il:ion, and there­
fore I b~gg'd to b~ excus'd. · Take her, 
take her, faid he, you feem to know what -
Ufe to make of her. Accordingly, one 
of th~ Captains of the Seraglio, prefented 
me with a young Lady in her Prime, her 
Stature was tall, and !he was well propor­
tiem'd, and I muil: acknowledge, that the 
Sight bf her, produc'd fome Emotions in 
me in her Favour. Th~ King aik'd 'me, 
if I lik'd h~r? I anfwer'd, that I did. On 
which his Majeil:y appointed me a Houfe, 

juil: 
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juft by his own Palace, and allotted us fe­
veral Slaves to attend us during my Stay. 

A s I had learnt to fpeak their Language 
fo as to be underftood, I m 'd my Black 
Lady, when we we,re retir'd to our Apart­
ment in the Evening, what was the Rea­
fon of this Cuftom? She told me, that the 
Defign of it was to prevent Adultery; the 
two Ladies you faw about the Perf on of 
the King are his two Wives and ~ens, 
whom no Man dare touch, under Pain of 
Death on the Difcovery; therefore, that 
the Perf on vifiting may lie under no Temp­
tation to commit fo foul a Crime, it is Cll­

ftomary to prefent the Vifitant with one of 
us for the Time he frays, who fometimes 
purchafe or beg us of our Mafter. Hence, 
faid {he, you will never hear among us, 
what you relate of the Europeans, that the 
Vifitant cuckolds the Hufband, and de­
bauches his Daughters, and Women-fer­
vants. During this Converfation, and 
whilft we were at Supper, I could not for­
bear viewing my Fair with an amorous Eye, 
her Hair was done up in a Ringlet, fet 
with precious Stones, ITQm whence divers 

Locks 
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Locks of Hair befet with Diamonds de­
fcended from behind, and loofely play'd 
upon her jetty Breafts , and Shoulders; her 
Neck was adorned with a String' of Coral, 
befet with Rubies; her Arms were quite 
naked, fave that her Wrifts were adorn' a: 
with two Strings of glitt~ring Stones. Her 
lovely Breafts, whofe Sorrnefs to the Touch 
nothing can exceed, were quite bare, and 
fo was her Body to her Waite. From her 
Necklace, or String of Coral, went both 
behind and before a Chain of Gold which 
were faften 'd to the Garment which went 
round her Wafte. This Garm<!nt, which 
was of the fineft Silk, reach'd a little be­
low her Knees. Her Legs w<!re quite bear, 
except her Feet, on which !he wore San­
dals, lin'd with Silk .. She made methought 
no defpicable Figure, and though {he was 
black, that was amply recompene'.d by the 
Softnefs of her Skin, the beautiful Propor­
tion and exaCt Symmetry of each Part of 
her Body, and the natural, pleafant and in­
artificial Method of her Behaviour. She 
was not forward, nor yet coy, when I pref­
fed he~ lovely Breafts, !he gently ftroak'd 
my HandL and fmiling met my Salute with 

equal 
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I'rJlllll J\J'(lrJlJI and hrvcllf y, J ouglJt to 
rell you, Ibat lhc LadJCs r)( tlJl~ COllntry 
Imagillc il JJ(J " Aldlto be free, no II'Jr to be 
fond of a Man; their NotlOIl I ~, tbat they 
wcr made for Ihclr DJ Yerlion a~ well as 

Ufc, anrl Iherefolc Ihry f:ly lhcy ought to 
{'xcite in I he Man aJnrJI OilS Thollghts and 
DclircR, My /,drly thudore dclir'cl, that 
r would 1'1111 orr my Coal, Waifl:coat and 
Simi ' W llich T rlid, and thell hel Lady­
(hip cmhrac'd me {cyual IlIncs, rlrrmklllg 
mc Ii-om ll1yShollldcr~ lomy Warle, both 
behind And "cfor<' J\t Midl1lghl wc WCllt 

to Jled, Hlld ill that Situation J {"rJll forgot 
1Iu- C'oml'ic \'Ion or Illy Br-Mellnw, and (J­

hey"l Ihe lJi{lHte~ of all-polVcrfid Naturc 
(irealcr " icafurr I nryCl found, and rlur­
ing my Stay, if I'untdire is to hc ((,lIIHI in 
Ihe ' ~ u,nyl11cl\t or a Woman, r Wa~ thcn' 
III til<' I'nfl; flinl1 nf it, 

'1'111, Il( t 1\ [01111111';, we renew'rl our 
1 )di (]\II~" lind IhL told me, that Ii r wa~ 

to IL\~ herl " 1.l'Ilglh or Time, Ch.lflity 
\\'0111.1 ohlige Itu to rcli'lIlJ my 'Ompall\-, 
110\\, laid t, what dor-R rolll' [,ad, rlllp 
\1\(,111 hy tlmt r I" ~y explain YOUiteif , au 

[holl\,1 
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fhould not, faid !he, converfe with me, 
when I am either menikuous or pregnant. 
Pray, faid I, what is the Reafon for that r· 
we do not refrain in Europe. Nature, re­
plied !he, forbids it. Ay, faid I, you fur­
prize me! I will tell you, faid 111e, our · 
Reafons, if a Child be begotten when a 
Woman is menfuuous, that Child will be 
fill'd with Difrempers, be unhealthy, and 
not live out half his Days. If you White 
People do not obferve this Rule, there are 
among you, Lepers, Sickly, Difeafed, Ri- -
cketty, Frantick, Enthufiaftic, Paralytic, 
ApopleCtic, &c. and undoubtedly, if the 
Truth was known·, few Children live to. 

Mens Eftate. I was greatly furpriz'd ltt 

this, and begg'd her Lady!hip to ir.lform 
me, how !he came by the Knowledge of 
thefe Difrempers, which !he call'd EZlfo­

pean. She told me, that fome Time ago, 
a French Doctor, who had fallen into the 
Hands of her Mafter, was the Perf on from 
whom ·!he learnt, and from certain Books 
of Phyfick he had left her, which !he 
fbew'd me. Well, but faid I, why not 
when you are pregnant? That alfo, faid 
!he, Chaftity and Prudence have forbid. 

Thefe 
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Thefe DoCtrines, efpecially the lall: was fo 
refin'd, that I could not, at lirfr, fee the 
Uf~ of it, and regarded them as fupedii­
tious; but her Lady{hip foon convinc'd me 
that it was for the Good of the riling Ge­
neration to refrain from Copulation during 
Pregnancy. H owever, I could not forbear 
aiking her, how her Ladyiliip could re­
frain from Copulation all that T ime? She· 
faid, that when a Woman is pregnant, Na­
ture is fully and pleafantly employ'd; that 
her Thoughts tended towards the Child in 
her W omb, and that {he neither defu'd 
Converfe with Man, nor wanted it; and 
that it being the Cull:om of the Country 
neither Party fought its Contradiction; for 
this Rearon, faid !he, the King faid you 
!hould have another Concubine, if your 
Stay was long. And then {he affirm'd, 
that among Black People there was Chaili­
ty, true Chaility and Modell:y, but among 
White People, (for I had told her how re­
pugnant our Practice VI'a5 to this) there is 
none. She offer'd to prove, that the Ob­
[ervation of thefe two Rules were the Rea­
fons why the Natives of that Region were 
[0 healthy, fuong and long-liv·d. IndeedJ 

{he 
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ilie faid, that thofe on the Sea-Coaft had 
met with an Abbreviation from Six-fcore to 
five, occauon'd by the -ofe of a Life-fhort­
ning Liquor brought thither by the Euro­
peans. 

SHE feem'd to be a Woman of agood 
natural Judgment, and I took great De­
light in her Converfation, and had fhe 
been White, I fhould have begg'd her of 
the King. One Day {he entertain'd me 
with a Relation of the Juftice" of the King 
her Mafter: At the Extremity, faid [he, 
of his Dominions, on an IiThmus, fome 
Years ago, there ftood a Town, the Inha­
bitants of which, by · the Conflux of Eu­
t"opeans, of different Nations feuding among 
them, had 1earnttheir Vices, and particu­
larly that deteftable and unnatural one of 
Sodomy. It was then a large and popu­
lous Place, and the Trade thereof was of 
great Service to his Majefty's Subjects; but 
he fearing that their unnatural Vices would 
communicate themfelves to the other Parts 
of his Dominions, he commanded his 
Chief Captains to lead forth his Army, and 
to deftroy the Inhabitants of that Place, 

S both 
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both Men, Women and Children, W hen 
!he had ended, I faid, I could not-fee the 
J uftice of the ACt, for according to her 
Lady{bip's Relation, the Innocent as well 
as the Guilty fuffer 'd. True, faid {be, and 
I expeCted the ObjeCtion, but bad the King 
proceeded to make fucb Inquiry, and to 

have feparated, as you call it, the one from 
the other, he could not have compafs'd his 
Defign;. the Ring-leaders, in fuch Cafe, 
could only have been puni{b'd, and that by 
ConviCtion of Evidence; and we have no 
Prifons, Judges, Lawyers, Gaolers, &c. 
here, as you have in Europe, and it were 
far better to defuoy the Innocent of thii 
Place, than purpofely to ereCt Innovations, 
which in the very Nature of their Inftitu­
tion muft introduce Oppreffion, and T y­
ranny, DefuuCtion, Difeafe and Death, 
He did not tell them their Crime, nor for 
what he deftroy 'd them; but like a wife 
Phyfician he cut off the mortified Part of 
his Dominions to fave the Whole. In the 
Punilhment of fo monftrous a Crime, con­
tinuedj3.~r Ladylhip, Juftice and Prudence 
diCtate Ulat it were better to cut off many 
innocent Per[ons, than that one guilty !hould 

efcape r 
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efcape; for had one Sodomite efcap'd the 
general Slaughter of that Place, that one 
would have propagated the Crime, and that 
might have happen'd, if a Scrutiny had 
been made, in Order to have fav'd the In­
nocent. 

ANOTHER Time my Lady defIr'd me, 
(as 1he underil:9od I came from one of the 
pdliteil: Nations in Europe) to give her an 
Account of the Manner of our Marri:l(';es, 
Addreffes and Amours. I told her, that 
when I left Europe, I was young, and al­
moil: ignorant thereof. This I faid, ho­
ping to be deus' 0, for I was afraid of fome 
auk ward Reflection or other £he mighf 
make on them; but !he would not excufe 
me, faying; Pray, White Man; do it as 
well as you can, Compliment, Lying; 
Flattery, Deceit, &c. are of no ,service 
here, and therefore I was oblig'd to pro~ 
ceed,. which I did fhus: 

I N Europe, Madam; faid I; a Man 
thufes a Wife fuitable for her Fortune, 
Fortune, [aid £he, pray; what is that? It 
is tM Money, Houfes; or Land, the Pa-

S ~ t(:uts 
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rents give with their Daughter to the Per­
{on who marries her. So, fays {he, the 
Man is led by Gain, not Nature : It is 
odds, continu';d {he, but among the Peo­
ple you come from, as that is the Cafe, 
Intereil: governs in your MalTiages, and the 
Man and Woman is link'd together, and 
neither with their Confents; one W oman 
may have many Suitors, who after the 
l'vlaniage of one of them, the Woman 
may indulge: . This {eems conCequential, 
and likewi{e, that many cannot 'marry a­
greeabl~ to their Intereil:, ambitioU& Views, 
and therefore live llngle the better Part of 
their L ives, and at length many when they 
are. old, and proauce a puny Race; but 
pray proceed. Court{hip, {aid I, is ac­
counted a very pleaflnt Employ in Europe, 
and we often {pend {everal Years therein; 
in which we at one Time, addrefs this 
young v'i'oman, write to that, and keep 
a criminal Converfation with a third. How 
different, fud {he, is your Method from 
ours; the Youth here, when he is mind­
ed to marry, {peaks not to the Girl, but 
to the Parents, !lnd if {he is not requir'd 
already by another in Marriage, !he is gi-

ven 
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ven to him; I fancy, added i11e, that you 
court away all the Love you have for a 
Woman before you marry, get acquainted 
with Harlots, and hate ever after. I wiih­
ed I could hive concluded this Dialogue 
here; bJ.lt pray, {aid this Lady, proceed. 
When we are to be married, we appoint a 
Day, and the Parties are attended toChurch, 
the Bridegroom by his Parents, Rdations, 
and Friends, and the Bride by h~r's with 
her Bride-men. Pray White Man what 
are the Bride's Men, and their Ufe? This 
~ltion ihock'd me, and I fain would 
have evaded the.Anfwer, but though I en­
deavour'd it, fhe {till inufted upon the 
Point. I [aid, I had read in an old B00k, 
that formerly certain Lords had a Righ' to 
all the Maidenheads within their {everal 
Difuicts; but that as the Lo~ds of Manors 
were generally elderly Men, upon their re­
linquiihing their ancient Right to lie with 
the Bride the firft Night, the Bride made 
Choice of fuch young Men, of her NeigIl­
bours or Acquaintance, as fhe lik'd beft, tC!l 
do the Office for him: But that unce that 
Time they feem'd to do no Duty, but were 
nominal only, to add to the Grandeur of 

S 3 the 



2 6 2 A Voyage to Guinea. 

the Wedding, tho' I have heard, th.,'lt the 
Bride-men now have the Right to take off 
the Bride's Garters, and to fling the Stoc­
king. She aifur'd me, there was no fuch 
Cuftom among the GuilZtans : Every Man 
got his own Ma~denhe~d, tho' ihe believ'd 
according to the Account I had given, few 
Women in Europe prefented their Huf­
bands with their Maidenheads. 

THE RE is another Cuftom relating to 
Marriage praClis'd in fome Parts of Guinea, 
worth Obfervation, and that is this : T he 
King on a Set-Day, once every Year, af­
fembles all the young Men and Maidens in 
his Dominions together, that pleafe to come, 
in his Capital Town or City, of fuch an 
Age, and then and there they are join'd in 
Wedlock ; and if it fo happens that more 
Women come than Men, as is generally 
the Cafe, then a Regill:er is made of thole 
young Vomen 10 diiappointed of being 
married, and they are provided with Huf­
bands firll: the next Year. By this Method 
a young Woman is cer~ when !he ihall 
be married, and therefore the young W 0-

men here, ~c not troubled with that cur-
fed 
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led Diftemper call'd the Green Sickflejs, as 
they are in Europe, wllo, many of them, 
pine out half their Days in reluctant Celi­
bacy. 

A s to Women, one Happinefs, which 
thofe of this Part of the WorM enjoy be­
fore thofe of Europe, muD: hera be rberi­
tioned particularly, which is, their La ... 
bomrs. Thefe are Times -with them fa 
eafy, fo kind, fo natural and fa good, that 
they have no Need of Midwives, Dottors, 
Nurfes,&c. and ,1 have kn~wn W @men go 
to Bed over Night, bring forth a Child, 
and be abroad the next Day by N00n. Th~ 
aforemention'd Lady affur'd me, that this 
was owing to the following Cal:lfes : Firft, 
Their Chaftity, in refraining from Coition 
during Pregnancy, &c. Se€Ondly, To the 
Manner of their Cloathing, which wa~ f6 
contriv'd as to confine no one Part of the 
Body. And Thirdly, To the natural and 

" flillple Way of their Living. She ["lUrrd 
great Fault with our $tays, and Multiplici­
ty of Garments, and faid, hard Labours in 
fome Meafure, might proceed from thence, 
.as well as fr«m the Muititude of other Di-

S 4 i1empers 
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ftempers and damnable Inconveniences out 
Women , through their Pride and Luxury, 
had brought upon themfelves. 

As to the Education of their Children, 
that al[o differs widely from the Method 
praCtis'd among the Europeans. '. The d~­
fpotick and arbitrary Power of the Parent 
is very ferviceable; it keeps their Youth in 
Awe, and makes them obedient. If a Son 
proves untowardly, (which, by the W ay, 
fe ldom or never happens,) and will not be 
in the Intereft of the Family, the Father 
can immediately fell him, by carryirig him 
before the Caboceroes, al ledging his Fault, 
&c. when the Youth is admoniili'd to be 
dutiful for the future: W hich if he is not, 
he is a fecond Time brought before them, 
and reprov'd and admonilh'd; but if he is 
brought a third Time. then he is immedi­
ately order'd to be fold, which accordingly 
is done in the Slavc-l\tfarket the next Mar­
ket-Day. The Son is early bred to the 
fame Employ his Father exercifes; fo that 
the Son's Ambition is to fucceed his Fa­
ther, whofe Death he never once delires, 
(as too man • Children in Europe . do,) and 

the 
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the Reafon is plain, becaufe no Inconveni­
ence arifes to the SOl1 from the Life of his 
Father. The Son becomes his own Ma­
fler at a particular Age, has his Wife, or 
Wives, Houfe, and Slaves of hi$ OWll, gi­
ven him, with which he is always content. 
In this Situation, the Parent has no Power 
to fell the Child, unlefs the Child ihould 
be found in an Attempt againft the Life of 
the Father. The Daughter is brought up 
in the ftriCteft Obedience, and ihe knows 
no Will but that of her Parents; all her 
Endeavour is to pleafe them, who, in the 
Cafe of her Marriage, put nQ Negatives up­
on her, but take Care that ihe has a Huf­
band, when the is by Nature inclin'd to 
be nia~ried. 

As to the Ceremonif:s us'd at their Fu­
I}erals, many of them are very ridiculous: 
We in Europe think that Crying and How­
ling about the Street for a Week is abfm:d, 
the Guinean counts the going into Mourn­
ing for a Twelve-month, equally fo. But 
there is one Cuftom, which they obferve, 
very beneficial to Society; and that is, that 
they never bury ill their: Towns and Cities, 

• but 
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but carry their Dead four or five Miles Di­
france, and bury them in the Sand, or up­
on the Bank of fome neighbouring River. 
Their Reafon for it is, that Cities are for 
the Living, and not the Dead. And I am 
of Opinion, that we ihould bury our Dead 
in the farne Manner, if it were Dot fc r the 
following Reafons: T he Gain of the Pa­
rjib Prieft, and the aJ:>furd and ridiculous 
N otions of the Efficacy of Chriilian Burial, 
and the Refurrection of the fume Body at 
a Day of Judgment. 

TH E difcerning Natives account jt their 
greateft Unhappinefs, that they were ever 
'Viiited by the Europet1llS. They fay, that 
we Chriftians introduc'd the Traffick of 
Sla:ves, and that before our Coming they 
liv'd in Peace; but, fay they, it is obfer­
vable, that where-ever Clu·jfl:ianity comes, 
there come with it a Sword, a Gun, Pow­
der and Ball. And indeed thus far they fay 
right, for the Chriftians are continually at 
War one with another. 

Up a N the Whole, Whether the Man­
ner of Action in th is Country is fo good as 

that 
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that of Europe, Dught to be judg'd by its 
Confequents. And I doubt not but upon 
an impartial Examination of the Premifes, 
it would be fou,nd, that we Chrifiians have 
as many idle ridiculous Notions and Cu­
itoms as the Natives of Guinea have, if 
pot more. Thus far Mr. Wheeler. 

WHEN we had run down about Four 
DGgrees to the Southward of the Line we 
then carne into the true South-Eaft Trade 
Wind, and fteer'd away Weft near four 
Hundred Leagues in South Latitude, after 
which we ihap'd our Courfe North-North­
Weft croffmg the Line, on 'IueJday the 
\Fifth of June. The next Day we fell into 
the Calms that are always under, or near 
the Line at thefe Times of the Year, efpe­
cially between the North-Eaft, ' and South­
Eail: Trade Winds. This Weather proved 
very comfortlefs to us, being dark, and fo 
rainy that the Men, who were oblig'd to 
keep the Deck, had not Changes enough of/ 
Cloaths to keep them dry, and tho' under 
the Line it appear'd to' be cold and raw. 
Once a Day we were fure of a Turnadoe, 
py the Affiil:ance of which we at laft got 
. fairly , 
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f.'li rly into the tru(; North.En ll Tr.ldc, an d 
with a good cit (;(;rrul (',,1<;, held ollr CCJur(c 
about' Nor,tl'~North . Wcll:, til l StTllI /'Iltly (lte 

Firn or .f"ly, bl: in~ ill til l: Latiltlti(; 01 ' 3 
drg. f 9 lJIin. North, OLl I Ship (piling a 

Leak; an d findin g that nle 11IfU] ' 1110l'e 

Wat!:r than both Pumps could diu b~rge, 
we could !lot chu(l: IJilt be undcr (omt,; ('011-

ncrnation, w(; heillg (0 al o'OJll J ,all(l, and 

having 110 Ship ill 'ompallY with UK. 1 low­
tv(;r the ap taill, with a great deal or In­
trepidity, fearch'd (;V(;I"Y Place he ould 
CO)1)e at ill the J fold for to find the r ,eak, 
ant! at la!): difcover'd a Jimll l one lof(; up 
by hel" Stern, about a Foot under Wate[, 
which b(;illg irnpoffihlc to come at, on the 
Outod(;, by itea(on o( tlte ShiJ>'~ pitching 
o[ dippillg ullder Water; We tht[do[c [I.: 

mov'd Part o( our Cargll, whi ·h r,db'd It 'I" 

Bow a lilllL: hig il tr Oi)t of the WHtlT, al1d 

("(J\I(cqu('lllly ("Ikd till I ,c,lk. I JOWl'Vl'l, til(' 
WattT flill I.:I1("\"c;1(l.:d llolVly IjPOI1 II '>, (0 tlta 

tltt; I'ainb we Itad hiti1nto LIken Iccm'd hut 
ill('lleclllal; yLl we rtfolv'd to !ltal away 
hdorc the Willd, whICh mighlily ea(cd tlte 

"trai ll the Ship lah()lIf'd llodel', Wlll'lI ( Ioli· 
1!'lld'd, ill(()mIIrJI th;lI \-1'(; 10llJlol wt" (Ililld 

J"I/ 
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keep her juft at a Par, and difcharge the 
Water with both Pumps as fuft as it came in. 
We then confulted what was beft to be done, 
and according to the Captain's PrQPofal a­
greed to make the beft of our Way for the 
Wd/-Indies, being then in the North-Eaft 
Trade Wind, and as I before obferved in 
the Latitude of 13 deg. 19 min. North, a 
Wefterly Courfe would carry ,us direCtly up­
on the Ifland of Barbadoes, which lies in 
the fame Latitude. Our Diftance, by Com­
putation near 700 Leagues, tho' that was a 
great Way for a linking Ship to run, yet 
we were refolv'd (by God's Permillion) to 
keep her above Water as long as pollible, 
with meer humane Strength; and accord­
ingly took upon us the following Employ­
ments. The Captain was to ftand at Helm 
fo~r Hours, and the Chief Mate four Hours 
more, and fo relieve each other alternately 
in their refpeCtive Watches. Mr. Charles 
Wheeler before mentioned was to be in one 
Watch, and I in the other, to drefs all our 
Victuals, and make hot Punch for the poor 
Men at the Pumps, who were allow'dthree 
half Pints each, every Watch, or four , 
Hours, to keep up their Spirits at ' that la. 

borous 
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berousWerk. Every Bedy elfe abeard being 
divided intO' twO' Watches, plied the Pumps 
with the utmeft Vigour, except two little 
black Beys, one of whom was a Prefent, 
from a Factor in Africa, to his Friend in 
England, the other was my Slave whO' help'd 
Mr. Wheeler and I to make our Fires, to' 
clean the Knives, and lay the Cloth, &c, 
Whef\ we had been about Nine or Ten 
Days in this Extremity, our Men began to 

grow tired and faint with exceffive Labom, 
and [orne in a difpairing manner murmur'd, 
notwithfranding they had every Day freih 
Proviiions kill'd for them. But we endea­
vour'd to foo th and humour them the befl: 
we could, aifuring them that their Labeurs 
were almo:ll: at an End, and that we !hould 
fool). fee the Iiland of Barbadoes. Our 
Yaul which was a good large five-oar'd 
Boat was upon Deck; but our Long-boat 
was fl:ewed between Decks, and [everaJ 
were very de[rrous to have her brought up, 
and to' put the Sails, Mafl:s and Oars aboard 
her apd the Yaul ; ilie all otller Necetli­
ries, fuch as Compa!fes, Proviiions, W ate~ 

&c. to be ready to take to' our Boats in cafe 
of the wor:ll:. Others of us were very 

much 
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much againft that Propofal, fearing that 
fome of our Men, who were now grown 
defperate, would take the Advantage of the 
Night to rJn away with the Long-boat be­
ing thus equipp'd; and leave the others to 
{hift for themfelves, who muft. certainly 
have periihed, had one Hand been want­
ing to kel!p both Pumps ince1Tantly at work; 

·we therefore confented that the Long-Boat 
{hould fiill remain under Hatches. In thefe 
unhappy 6mes all our curious foreign AnL­
mals aboard died for Want of proper At­
tendance. 

THE Sixteenth Day, three of our Men, 
who had the Lar-board Watch from Four 
o'Clock till Eight, dropp'd down dead, or 
more properly fpeaking fainted away at the 
Pumps, and were carried down like dead 
Men off the Deck; which occafioned our 
Starbord Watch to be call'd out before the 
Bell rung for Eight. This brought Horror 
and Confu·t1on into every Body's Counte­
nance; however being refolv'd to live as 
long as we could, I had provided fomething 
for Breakfaft, and whilft we were eating 
it:~ one of the Men at the Pumps l~ap'd up 

and 
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and roar 'd out as lou d as he could baul, 
Land ! Land I and ran fore ,nd aft the 
Deck like a Madman. W e negleCting our 
Food, all look 'd out {harp, and prefently 
raw the Land plain cnough, which was the 
moil: wel orne Breakfafl: to us that we ever 
J1ad tall:ed. It was almoil: ine o'Clock, 
Sunday M orning, the Sixteenth of ']u0', and 
t11e Land provcd to be the roand of Bar­
bvdoes. AboLlt Four .in the Afternoon we 
an hor'd fafe in CarliJIe Bay, being thcn 
fu ll of Ships. That Night, THOMAS 
L EAKE; Efq; who was Agcnt for the Royal 
4frican Company in Bal'badocJ, came off to 
relicve our wearied M en at the Pumps, 
The ncxt Morning, (being invited by Mr. 
LCtlke,) I went alhorc, and find ing feveral 
of myoid AcquaintaIlce upon the Inand, I 
was very courteouily received and kindly 
entertained among them, during 111)' Stay, 
which W;ls about two or thrt:e and thirty 
Days. 

AFTER I had refrelll'tl lll)'fdf alllOre a 
ft.:w Days, 1 went to pay my Rcfpects to 
his Excellency Governor TVo/jllt)', being in­
troduced by my learned :tnd ingenious 

Friend 
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'Friend Doctor Warren, who was a parti­
cular Favourite of the Governour's, and by 
whofe Means I was highly honour'd by his 
Excellency. He being told, that I was 
Juft arrived from A rica, feein'd defrrous to 
learh fome Accounts of Guinea? I gave 
him a !hort verbal Defcription of it, and 
lbew'd him fome of my Draughts, which 
I happen'd then to have with me; at all 
which his Excellency feem'd mighty well 
pleafed, and very courteoufly invited us to 
dine with him; bu~ our Mirth was inter­
rupted by an Exprefs which foon arriv'd 
with the News of the Death of his late Ma­
jefty King G E 0 R G E the Firft. 

IN the mean while; no Time Was loft to 
. fit and repair our Ship, for on 7' ueJday, thg, 

Seventeenth they haul'd her . a long Side a . 
Hulk, which lay in the Bdttom of the 
Bay, and while fame were employ'd in: 
putting out the Goods aboard the Hulk, in 
order to heave her down and flt.lrch> her 
Bottom I the reft kept both Pumps continu­
ally at Work, whKh were now fcarre able. 
to keep the Ship above Water, tho' the 
lay tnotionlefs in a tinooth Bay, 

T WHILST 
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W H I LS T Captain Li'1Jil1gjlol1c, Mr~ 
L eake, anti othtr Gentlemen were one 
Day abroad, the Men pump'd a: [mall ha:lf­
con[um'd young Dolph}!) without either 
H ead or Tail, heing about three Inches and 
half long; which Captolin Livillgjlolll! cau[­
ed to be put up In Spirits of 'Ville to bri ng 
Home, as b<: ing very Cure that this little 
Filh had lain (ome Time in the Leak, and 
kept out a great many Tons of "Vater, to 
the mimcl1lous Prdl:rvation of all our Lives; 
and this [com'll the more prohable becau[e 
that, (as I before obferv'd,) {be was now 
grown (0 lealty that they conld fcarce keep 
her above \-Vater, and were therefore oblig­
ed immedi;ttcly to heave her down, Keel 
out o[ ' Nat r alongfide the Ifulk, ~nd not 
till then djfc:o\'cr'd a lmge gaping Leak with­
in two fb:eaks 6f her Keel, wJ~m the had 
lofl nbont [om Foot of her ShC;\lhing; they 
flrip'd ofF ,Ill the rdl B'om that Side of her 

Bottom, but found no other Leak of any 
Signification, till they had (trip'd the Gther 
Side where they found a few Jill,lll onus. 
II~r' Plank ,\ "IS all [oulld and good, nOI" did 

ber Seams any where want Oakam, e. ·cept 
about 
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, about Seven Inches of the aforefaid Seam; 

where the Piece of -.mleathing was loft. 
The Captain did not think it worth while 
to have her new fheathed in Em'badoes, on­
ly well caulk'd, and her Bottom well paid 
over with a good Coat of pjn,h. Whilll: 
all this was doing I took my Pleafure afhore 
upon that rich fertile, and well inhabiteit 
Hland, which will be needlefs in me here 
to give any further Defcription of, being al­
J:eady fo well known to moll: Europeans, 
from the many and true Accounts of it by 
others. 

HA VING now fitted up our . Ship, and 
taken in all tp.e Goods again from on board 
the Hulk. I tooJ<. Leave of all my Friends 
upon the Hland] and on Friday the Eigh­
teenth of Augz1l we ret Sail for London. 
When we had crofs'd the Nmth-Eall:Trade. 
and .. .come. i.nto the Way of the variable 
Winds in the L,,!titude of29 Deg. North, 
we had the good Fortune to meet with bri!k 
Gales ofWefterly" and South WeiliWinds, 
which fent us along at the Rate of nine, 
Knots, or nine, fome times ten Miles an 
Hour. On Friday, the Twenty-fecond of 

Septe11lbel" 
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September we came into Sounding of fine 
white Sand in Eighty Fathom Water. 
Next D.ty Wit had an Obfervation, and 
found our~ lves in the Latitude of the Ell­
gl(fh t hanod, On MOl/day Morning about 
Nine o'Clock we made the Lizard, and 
having a rmartGale at South-Weil: we made 
th bdl: f tlr way up Channel. About 
Day-break the nc-xt Morning we were a­
breaR f the Ijlc 0 Wi ht, but then the 
Wind 'hop'd. bout t the South-Eill, aod 
lew n mee!' Hurd ano, fo that we were 0-

blig'd to bear up for Portfmouth, and tho' 
We hung out a Wift, and fired three fevcral 
Gun, yet no I il t-BOlt w uld venture off' 
to U8; however our hi ·f Mare being pret­
ty well quainted with the hannel, undcr­
to k to arry in th Ship, which he did 
fafely, and at "'kven 0' 10 k we anchor'd 
in P01'tjillOllfD Harbour, being Tu1day the 
Twcntyfixth of Srl't,'mbrr 1727' As foon as 
I went afhore, I took a Place in the tage 
Coach fc r LOfldlnJ, being thankful to Al­
mighty God for {; happy II Con lulion to fo 
dangerous a Voyage. 

FINIS. 
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A 

Ante, a particular Cuftom there 
relating to a Woman woo 
had had T'm Children zzz 

A
Bboron, Governor of Antelope, a beautiful Creature 

EIr,zina, how treat- dercrib'd, 147 
ed by Ojiat Page Antonio, the Company's Lin-

124. IZ)' guill, 75; his Examination, 
Acera, and its Fort defcrib'd, 7~ 

134 Ants defcribed, 151; remark­
Adultery, how punilhed, 221, able Story of thefe Gentry, 

"3 1 ' 153 
African Company, their Re- Ardah (Great) taken by the 
(olution, I ; their Inftrutlit;ms King qf Dahomey, 170 

to the Author, 2 - 5' Ac- Auth6rin great Difficulty, 13; 
count of the Difpute between " ib great panger, 19; the 
the Company and the King King of Sherbro viiits him, 
of Sherbro, '59-88 57; Sails for Europe, z4; in 

Agon11.a, govern'd hy 2. Wo- Dang~r from a Leak, 270, 
man, 208; her M3.xims, &c. arrives fafe at Port.f11l0'Utb, 

209 • 276 
Alderman depopulates the Ci- Axim, its inhabitants rich, 

ty of Benin, 234, and de- I 14 ; and induftrious, I IS ; 
firoys it, 23)' die Country very fertile, '4z; 

Allen, abufed by the King of their Way of going to War, 
Sherbro, 60 P 7, and Manner of fighting, 

Alligators, the River of Sier- - 2 I 8 
,a/eone abounds with them, .tIxim Carne, where fituated, 

47 "3 ; bow fortified, "4 
An(oher, the Magiftrates ai- -

low of Publick "N.omen, 224 
An(oher, the River of that 

Name, defcrib'd lIS, 116 
4ndre<Ws (St.) the Inhabitants 

burn Drewin, J 09 

B 

BAll, a Dog, devour'd by a 
Crocodile, 47 

U Ballafoe 
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Bull./", a Kind or Mllnc.1 
l"n,u,,,oor .fod by tho A/,,· 
(tM!, defcrih'd, 2 ( 

Ba""a~ IGng of, 10) llili POl. 
h~ce .Q~fCrlb~tj z. I. his 
SJ'I'och '" i. ,'W,tt! by Go· 
vernu.r R«g,Ii'!. tQ j r~ctiv'd 
hi, l",e~lkncy klndly, 21 

Barra I)oihr d~rcrib·d. 2l 

HoaO. ,,,",footed d.fcrib·d. 
146, 147 fl..... tho Cit)' d.Ccril?·d, 

"Hi il> Trade, ib. d<fi,oy'd 
2)\ 

.lJ,llin., or Oreat $~uinj tI\O 

!<h'lldom of, d.forrb·d, >27 I 

tt~ Rn ~r I i 28; k~ Co.\'~rn. 
nwnt, :uS. tt9; Nath·t:~ of. 
Ij\'t: much aft~r [hI:: HUN/taft 

Mann~t, 'ZJO i p"I\Hh Adul­
ter)' ha'~re-l>'. 23Z. 133 I 

talk not obreen., '3' J pay 
no (l"de,. 2~3 I King of, rhe 
mon po,t~r rn litH GUl1ltll, ib. 
hI> CO"" defcdb'd, 216 

Jh'd~ lIhud, tht: Fortification 
d\t:~t:: dd~d\.l'J~ 40 

IhfJ .. , Trvpick. defcribrd. 7 
~vggoe." fon of Cubd.k"b'rl. 

" fi~n ·~t", thl;' $lup th~ .htldlOf 
t~u" d t{, C14i'l1" iu 6 

HOO~~4':N, a \;on o.f Cun.;nr CQU', 
94 

" I. ", fJ ''''', r\'t:lr "har .. .; 
t" 

/' . hi Mll\oh. 
llrl~a, .~·I '. \"~n:tln \\ \'e~ tv 
(ltUn.l, 9 ~ J \t0q daog ..... rQu~, 

of. 
HllC"k \,t:ry lm;.:ll ill \: ',c".:J, 

q'" 
j:JJ,wvm l\')int d(.1{ct'ib'u ~ ~ 
84J1' -lIp!} King ai, hh Po'\t"r, 

E x. 
3 j J t:an arm Four lhon(and 
Men ib. 

C 

CAb"ita. 1 K!nd o( Kid, 
9G 

Caboct',r~. their Dignity and 
Office. 87 

CaIl.6_p , a Kind of Plant. 
deferibed. 30 

(;amelion~ how they li'vet t 56 
Capo wajl, the FON dtf"lb'd, 

I Zz l the Town pOp\lJou~, 
"3 i Dlfpofi.iQn of the In· 
habit.nu, ib. 6no GOld •• , 
there 12'6 

Cape M",.yaJ. dtfcrlb'd 100 

Capt: It/un!!: d"rcrib'd, 101 i 

in 1 nhabitanb indufir'i()u! 104 

Cape Pal .. aJ defclib'd, t 10 ; 
(avage Nature of Ih. Iohahi. 
[.aotl, l 1 '. j ver)' tl:arfill 1 11 

Capt Sb,lImg defctib'd 99 
Cat.aratts l three of them, d~ 
(crib'd, 9~ 

CC:fueptt:~, a Kind of .~nim;u. 
1;;:, 

Ct/ra-VUf. ftrange !'1 . .IOnf'r of 
building I hdr Houk'!, l0i:; 

govt'(n'd b)' .l Kin~, I~S ~ 
Air li,arrl1 of '~1,., loti 
ht'le- 10\} 

Cll~nh)', \\h .. 1 II i l 10 Glii-
;;:. ..),. 4l •• ,,0. 25-t. 

S') ,. \~, 20.:, 
Caildr,;o. the \hnn~r of thel~ 

F.uuC,.:.t,,,H_. Z lO; Ql{ohcdi· 
,·n,. lo1~ ,6+ 

l'ihlJml.:i{l~)~ ukd "'Dlons. tbt' 
~t:9rle of 'If .?a, 

CI\'<f·Cat d.fcr,b'd t 4~ 
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Cockroch, a Kind of Animal Drt<Win burnt . . 110, 

defcrib'd 156 Dutch ac Elmir.;' fufpicious of 
Cele, a Sort of Tax, 60; r the Author. J 37 

Difturbllllce abou·[ It ib. 
tommany', the Women there 

very kind 225 

Commenda, the Fort there de~ 
fcrib'd . ' I 29 

Coopers, none wanted in Gam-
hia" and why 29 

Canny's Cafile, a Concefi about 
it . 11 7 

Coral-Feall what, and why in-
I ftituted Z37 

Crocodile, by Nature rapaci­
ous, 46 j devours a Dog 47 

Cumbo) K.ingdom of, delcrib'd 

'5 

D 

~homtJ, a Kingd~m of 
U Guinea, 169; IS very 

pleafant ,and healthy, 184; 
King of, hiS Power, ~69; ' 
takes Great Ardah, 170; is 
very vain and prou.d., 1 i3. ; 
and generous, 178; - is a Man' 
of U~derlbndjng, , 82; his 
Wives how dre[s'd, 183; 
very civil to Women, 184;' 
his Chief General very cruel 
ano! barbaro", 188, 189 

Deities, three, in what Man­
ner worlhipp'd by the Inhac' 
bllants of Why'dah . '97 

Devil annually banilh'd in 
Guinta 215 

Dixcove, the Fortification de­
fcrib'd 118 

Dolphin dercrib:d, 7 ;' chafes 
the Flyiug,Fiili, which af­
fordi great· Diverlion 8 

E 

" EDmonfo11, the Pirate, IS 

purfu'd) I I ; eefufes to 
itrike, 12; is {h.ot ib. 

ElcphaI\t deCcrib' d, 48; the 
Hardnefs of his Teeth not at 
all furprifing, 49; his Car­
cafe excellent Food, 5l; 
fwims with exceeding Swift­
nef, ib. 

Elmina, a Dutch Fort, very 
llrong; the Country defcri­
bed 14z 

F 

Fittifh, its Ufe, and what 
It IS . 27 / 

}o'ittifb-men, are" certain Pagan 
Priells , 27 

Flag, who empower'd to wear 
k 38 

Floor, ' the Natives ret upon it , 
, .' 9 , 

Flying-Fifh defcrib'd 7 
Fonia, the Emperor of~; hiSi\ 

State, &c. . , 9-
'Fort-Royal rebuilt by' the En-

glifo 127 . 
Fowls, Bi'rds, or Feather'd­

Kind. the feveral Sorts of 
them defcrib'd, 148, 150 i 
their Names ie. 
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c 

GAmbia defcrib'd, '4 , 6rn 
cJj(eovcr'd hy Ihe PQrlu 

C'if/r, :H J iu Fcrli liry, 33 J 
and lI"I:I!fo 1!.aory there, aZI 
Provifiuf1¥ very chea.p here, 
3 I ; tht: ltue Amal,bell, or 
CPIIIIUl1pi(l, il>. ~ bOUhd. wi th 
,,1/ Kind. of Donn" &(, 3Z I 
it. p,rcat Fertili ty, 33, 34 I 

Gmllbiu River d'(erib'd, z3: 
ltll fcvcrill Brancheu z 5 

Gambian), Ih~ir L:lngIJ ~ gc!; 
.mllny nnd different, ib. l)f 

grcnl Ufc to the ENrtJ/JuUIJ, 
lb. cut off whole Ship!.(;rcIVOj. 
ib. Idle "nd h,.y, .8 I why, 
ib. the Manner of lheir Llv. 
'nr" 29 I bent ,he EIIIJI!fo 1 Z 

Uiilifru, n Town on the 
ft1l1iflt, '3; the eoan hete 
very mudd y ib 

GO J), the N(~,.", Notio". 
of the Suprcm~ Ddng 2 I 3 I 

%14 
C.M C..fI, Method of finding 

<laid ,litre, I }8, '39: M. 
(hod of lrllveIJJn&. 1,9: 'c· 
Ilocobles of the, defcflb'd, 
,~R-I661 N Atll'e' or the, 

ciVil nnd rdpetlful 1(.1 one n­
nOther, 'Z I Z : no .8er.r,i'lr1j n· 
mong the-In, lb . b~'JI(' \'r it 

God, the <':rcll.lOr of :til M("n 
",d ' l' lolnll' , 1 I ) I 'he" ro" 
y,j\;u . NodolU, I I ~ I their 
Mall'JnErt'" : loO; vcry limO­
rou. whon lic~, Zl s: dicit 
FUl'u:rlll RltC' . Z! U 

CrOU1('ttl, 11 Kind of Servant 
(oc,dl'd 9' 

CUQIlOr, I Kind of Animal 
, ~ 5 

E x. 
Ii 

H Orfel, a pretty Breed in 
Gambia, 3 ' J none on 

' he G.1d c..JI ' 57 
11.11, ("1r.) a Faaor, flung 

by • WafI' in • furpriflng 
Manner I f 

JAckal!, a Kind of Wolf de· 
(.IIb d 50 

]o(,!uin, the l aaory there de~ 
(."b'd 169 

Jomaha Town dc(crib'd, 88; 
thcAutho f" how receiv'd there 

89 
7nm".)Oand, the Engl!fo have 

a Callie her. B 
Uti", certain High Land. (0 

c.\I'd 37-
l"flrumcnt! (Surveying) the 

N.Hivc! much frighten'd 3t 

lhem 16 
'fund .. River furvey'd, lOS, ,,,(, 

K 

KEntle, a ~i"d o( Weigl,t 

57 
Kmg, tllr M~tnl1C'r of inftalhng 

Olle :\\ Sb"hro 87 
K illCfo, or GI/inta aJrume little 

;r.tndtur. a19' :\re buried 
wuh grcKt Fuocul Pomp '1.1.7 

King. (Stree,) their D'~Dit)" 
, 3S' plrticul.r RebeU ,an of 
one of YtNIl 136 

L LQ",h, 
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L 

Mangrove, a Kind of Tree 
defcrib'd, 45; Oyilers grow 

_ at the Roots of it ib. 

L 4mh, Mr. a Prifoner al Mark, how much in Value 
Grtat Artl"'b., 170 '; is 180 

taken by the King of DahD. Marriages. the Manner there­
.uy, ib. hi. Letter, '71.181; of, 144, 145; fome made 
which contains a Defcription as foon as rhe Parties, are 
oflh.t King'. Dominions, ib. born, ZZ3; pretty andjuft 
is releafed 190 Method obCerv'd therein 26% 

Lions, very numerous, in MaXUT11fJ, King of ShtrhrCl, 
Guinta 97 his Eletlion, 87; and In-

Lion'. Tail, nfed as a Fittilh, lIallment ib. 
58 MDntani., what the Word fig. 

Li'Ui"gjJont, Captain, redeems nifi.es 9 
.Mr. Crifs ~ r04 Moons, the Natives reckon 
Lizards, fevera! Sorts of them Time by them 60 

I 55 MullatD", their true Charac-
Lords, three Great, prime ter, z t 3; the Women pub .. , 
MiniJIers to the King of Be· lick Whores, ib. exceeding 
nin, their Duty ;wei Office ugly ib. 

:029 

M 

MAid, NigrDt, her CaCe 
and Fate 20.1 

Mahfl17letanJ, among the Gam-
bians, their CharaCter, 26; 
true MufTelm.en ib. 

Mal4., People, wllo they are, 
135 ; how clad r 37 

Manceroes..t who they are,'z 16; 
confulted on important Af· 
fairs, ib. raife the publick 
Taxes, ib. go to War for the 
Sake' of Plunder, ib. their 
Manner of fighting, z, 5 ; 
great Cowards, Z I 8; theif 

Military Arms, what ib. 
Mandrill, a IIrange Sort of A· 
nUnal, 5'; like all Ape, ib. 
dercrib'd 51 

Murther, punilh'd by Dea~ 
or Fine • iii 

N 

N Ames of Children among 
the NtgrDes l 44-

Natives of Gambia very nim~ 
b~e and atlive, lkip like 
Goats, 17; exceed the Eu .. 
ropean Tumblers and Rope­
dancers in Aflivity t ib. fur­
round the Author J 18; and 
put him in great Fear, ib. 
are timorous, and fly from 
him 19, 20 

Natives, of Guinea, their Na-
tions -of a future State Z J S 

Niger. and Gambia two ruffe­
'rent Rivers 24 

o Or/,ar, 
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O Rffllr. M r. pur{uel Ed· 
f m~I!.fon. the ])jrnte, I r ; 
1,,, Men kill Edmonfon rz 

Ojal. 'Thb"la" ,duc.'edin 
Il"<lal/d, I 'of: b'ptild by 
rhe Bi(hoj> of Cloy"(, ib. 
Jlis Digni'l' and Grandeur, 
ib. i, derided By A66"'I/, the 
/Ju/c/J Govcrnour at Elm;not 

'25; fighu Lf6b.",;, and 
l>eau him, ib, and (ends IUm 
the Hcad .\ of nine Caboce~ 
roe'; ib. 

OJ",d, a Town fa e.lI"d 109 

PAganI. in Gamhia, trouble 
ihcmfc:lvc!I nOt at 311 about 

Religion , 26 J arc obedient 
to their GOvernors ib. 

Pallnvrr, dlC Mea.ning of the 
Word 3l 

Pil lm-Oll t it's great ExcdlcMC, 
"12 j in gr;J.t Benefit to 
Mankind ib. 

Pan)'QI"J, wharis meant there-
by 99 

Pl>ipp', Tower dc{crib'd 127 

Pjr;ltc~, on tht: Co,dt o( Gui. 
nth 36 

Ph'Ill11 Ray dcfcrib'd .p 
PlunJ" , t,1kc:n by Robtl (J the 

Plr ,lte, '~2 ; fJYc~ hi , Life by 
Swc.tnng, ,13; i.!. blown up 
wid\ hi t. Fort 33 

polyg-am),, prJ,aic'd amongll 
tht' GuinrmIJ, nn OIJf\atlc to 
their receiving ChriHianity, 
·~<)7: H,"mark·, thereon Z1~ 

E x. 
Po/,O, the Inhabitant! cheat' an' 
hngliJh Ship',Crew, 207; 'he 
Captain retaliates their Kind-; 
ncta, , 20~ 

Porlugurfi Mu/al/D, one kept 
by lhe KIng o{ Dah.,;.,y I 76 

Pril/«fi, W.nd of, dercrlb'~ 
%3 2- 2 4 1 

Punch accounted unwhol(ome, 
and why 128' 

Quabo(, a Country aboun 
ding wilh Go11 2 I" 

f<.!.IQ'lua, what it ligni­
fies J 13 

REligion. that of Guinea, 
Pagan and {uperilitious 

144 
Reptile •• tbe {everal K.ind •. of 

them'dt:rcrib'd
1 

It)1 1(6 
RclHtution, to be made by the 
Offender LO the Perron jnju~ 
red, z '7; an old Rgmalf 
Low ib. 

Rig Cohrt. a River, by (orne 
c:aU 'd AI1(oher. (rom its Ser­
pentine Form, I 15; very 
p/c.o{ant ,, 6 

Robbery, punilh'd by the Re-
1\orJ.tion or ftolen Goods, 
and by lhe Impo{IIion of a 
Fine 216 

ROYJlties, fe\lcral fm.J1l ones 
on the Siavi eMit. the In­
habitants live chiefly by Plun­
der' 207 

~ Sabri, 
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,CAble, or Saboc; defir0y.'d, 
'(J'190; de(crib1d, .192 , 
I " 193 
SaJamanders, their·N ature. 

Slaves, good Trade for tbe"" 
at Acera, t 3 S; Pri(oners ta­
ken in W~r fold to pay the 

- Exp,ence of it '9" 
Sletias, a Kind of Linnen 

\Vby they ~<e fa,id to live in 
Fire '55 

-BaIlJawI, Mou .... nta-ins (0 ca1l'd, 
37 

Scorpions, feveral Kinds of 
them '5,5 

Secondu, a f\rOllg Fort, de-
(crib'd' ~ I f9, 120 

Sej1 __ River [urvey'd ,,6 
'Sharks, devour a Frenchman, 

,68; infeft the Coaft of Why­
dah ib. 

Sh"bro City, Law relating to 
White Men made ther.e, r.e­
markable 65 

Sh"bro, King of, his Cloa rh­
ing deferib'd; 58; demands 
his' Cole, 60 j abufes one 
Allen, ib. is beaten heartily, 
6) ; ' is put abo>rd a 'Canoe, 
66; makes his Efeape, 69 ; 
flies into the Woods to his 
People, 74 j annoys the En­
glifo, 76; makes .Overtures 
'of Peace, 79; ]eaves his 
People ~nd KIngdom 86 

Shcr:bro River defcrib' d, 92, 
, 93; the Banks and Country 

very fertile 93 
$ierraleon~ , fidl fubject to the 

fort,ugueft , 4 1; taken by 
Roberts, the Pirate, ib. · .de­
fCrlb'd, 43; River of, de­
fcrib'd, 99; the Country 
hereabouts abounds with wild 

F~a~s 48, 49 

Cloth 'H 
.snakes, fev-eral Kinds .,f them 

<54 
Sodo-my. in what Manne.T pu-

nifh'd "57 
Soul, the NegrotJ Notions a-

bout it '43 
Spiders, fevera! Kinds of t,hem 

'57 
Sun, its great Power in there 

Parts 53 

T 

T Ank, a Kind of Ciftern, 
defaibed ' r 33 

lJ" ttnfumqulrry, .a Fort there 
defcrib 'd r 33 

7a./fo, an Ifland in the River 
Sierra/eone, deCcrib 'd 44 

Teeth, Elephant'S, probable 
Reafon of the Hardnef, oT 
'them ' 49 

Theodolite, a Surveying In-
ftrumem, the Sight of it 
frightens the Natlves. 15. 
who run and raife. the Inha­
bitants; 16' j an Account of 
what'enfues'· . 17 

'Il:re Rapl, certain Hills, why 
fo ealI'd' , i 

flhome, St. a Portuguefe Bland. 
240; deferib'd 24' 

Tie-Tie's, who they are, Z 19; 
their Olliee ib. 

Towns. 
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Towne', tbe Manner of their 
Building and Situation dc­
fcrib'd 90 

TUr'nndocs, n Kind of violent 
Storm, ufually .ttended with 
Thunder and Li~htning, de­
[crib'd, 34, 97 I are gooe­
,o)ly fucceeded b.y a Calm 

T · . h - 35 wm-blrt e, ~ccounted 3. good 
Omen by fome, Z H; by o-
thers a bad one, and We Mo­
th.,:u>d hiJdren burnt it,. 

v 

VEgetoble.·, the fever&! 
Kind. 01 them defuib'd 

158-,65 
Vin", .he M,nner or them a­
mong lbJ: N'grm 1 U 

w 

W Afp, i" Sting veDomoU' 
'4-

Wa.er fall" what they are 9' 
Water.(pout ~, what, 55; dtn­

gcroul to Mariners 56 
Whceh,., Mr. Char/ti t hi' Re­

mark. on [he Maonon 8nd 
CuRom. of the Notiv .. of 
GIlj,,(O 2.43-z67 

SrJ,)',.b, Difficulty o( landing 
here, .00 J differently nam· 
od, '23 I n Jine ountry, 
194 J J cmper and Ma.nners 
of the Native!!, 195 J very 
indufirioulI, jb. 197; great 
Sb.vc:I to PIiclb , 198 . 

E x. 
jealous, zoo; the King ab .. 
folule, lOt ; ~lIow'd Polyga­
my, 101, ( .. rfulof Death, 
203; their Monner of judg­
ing Cau(cs., .204-; GTl\lJdeUI 
or the State, 20~; villainou.s 
CUllom OD the Death of a 
King z06 

Wine, emIr D'lade in GQ~ 
bia ~o 

Jpinn,ba, the Fort there, de--
fcrib'd '33 

Wivc.s, great Gain made of 
them, 120;. the Price u(ual· 
1T paid for lying with them, 
ib. found in Aduhery in the 
lnland Countrio, punifb'd 
with Death, ib. mira DO Op. 
portunity of cuckolding their 
Hufband •• ib. ,h.ir <J<lI'OOr­
dinary Method of g,aufying 
their Pamon, Z12; in Ell. 
,.,. much happier, ib. feize 
a Jun, Youth for ,heir Ser­
vice, 1% 3; one burnt for A­
dultery, 2.04; Exccutor.s of 
the King" Sentences 206 

Women, held unc1ean l :123; 
Jive long unmarried , in .4"'1 , 
and why, zZ4 ; not account­
ed Whores tho' they lie with 
many Men before Marriage 

,,+ 

Y 

YOrJ-IOand, an E.gli/b 
Faaory there, )7; ,he 

King of Sbrr6" clrum. it, 5 8; 
defeTled 69 
,Q 
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