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BALME LIBRARY 

PREFACE 

This Volume is compiled from the speeches and articles de­
livered and written by J\rlarcus Garvey from time to time. 

My purpose for compiling same primarily, was not for publica­
tion, but rather to keep as a personal record of the opinions and 
sayings of my husband during his career as the Leader of that 
portion of the human family known as the Negro Race. However, 
on second thought, I decided to publish this volume in order to 
give to the public an opportunity of studying and forl1ling an 
opiuion of him j not from inHated and misleading n'cwspaper and 
magazine articles, but from expressions of thoughts enunciated 
by him in defence of his oppressed and struggling race; so that 
by his own words he may be judged, and Negroes the world over 
may be informed and inspired, for truth, brought to light, forces 
conviction, and a state of conviction inspires action. 

The history of contact between the white and black races 
for the last three hundred years or more, records only a series of 
pillages, wholesale murders, atrocious brutalities, industrial ex­
ploitation, disfranchisement of the one on the other; t he strong 
against the weak; but the sun of evolution is gradually rising, 
shedding its light between the clouds of misery and oppression, 
and quickening and animating to racial consciousness and even­
tual national independen.ce black men and women the world over. 

It is human, therefore, that few of us within the Negro race 
can comprehend this transcendent period. We all suffer in a 
more or less degree; we all feel this awakened spirit of true man­
hood and womanhood j but it is given to few the vision of leader-
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ship-it is an inspiration- it is a quality born in man. Therefore 
in the course of leadership it is natural that one should meet op­
position because of ignorance, lack of knowledge and sympathyl 
of the opposition in understanding fully the spirit of leadership.' 

With the dawn of this new era, which precedes the Day o~ 
National Independence for Negroes, it is well for all members of 
the race to understand their leadership; know what its essentials} 
its principles are, and help it to attain its goal and liberate a race' 
in the truest sense of the word. 

In Chapter I of this volume, I have endeavored to place before 
my readers gems of expressjpn convincing in their truths. 

Chapter 2 deals with definitions and expositions of various 
interesting themes. 

Chapters 3 and 4 contain a collection of brief essays on sub­
jects affecting world conditions generally and Negroes in particu­
lar. 

In Chapter 5 I have reproduced what I consider two of the 
best speeches of my husband. 

It is my since re hope and desire that this small volu me will 
help to disseminate among the members of my race everywhere 
the true knowledge of thei r past history, the struggles and striv­
ings of the present leadership, and the glorious future of national 
independence in a free and redeemed Africa, acheived through 
organized purpose and organized action . 

New York City, 

February, 23rd., 1923. 

. AMY JACQUES.GARVEY 
I 
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Philosophy and Opinions 
O F 

MARcus GARVEY 

CHAPTER 1 

HISTORY is the land-mark by which we are directed into 
the true course of life. 

The history of a movement, the history of a nation, the 
history of a race is the guide·post of that movement 's destiny, 
tha t nation's destiny, that race's destiny. 

What you do to-day that is worthwhile, inspires others to 
act a t some future time. 

---0---

CHANCE has never yet satisfied the hope of a suffering 
people. 

Action, self-reliance, the vision of self and the future have 
been the only means by which the oppressed have seen and realized 
the light of their own freedom. 

--0--

LIFE is that existence that is given to man to live for a pur­
pose, to live to h,is own satisfaction and pleasure, providing he; 
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forgets not the God who created him and who expects a spiritual 

obedience and observation of the moral laws that He has inspired. 

-0-- -

There'is nothing in the world common to man, that man can­

not do. 
- --0-

The ends you serve that are selfish will take you no further 

.than yourself ; but the ends you serve that are for all, in common, 

will take you even into eternity. 
-0---

It is only the belief and the confidence we have in a God why 

man is' able to understand his own social institutions, and move 

and live like a rational human being. 

Take away .the highest ideal-FAITH and CONFIDENCE 

IN A GOD-and mankind at large is reduced to savagery and 

the race destroyed. 
-0---

y>~,,)'" I 

A race without authority and P\~, is a race without respect. 

-0--.-

CRITICISM is an opinion for good or ill, generally indulged 

in by the fellow ,:vho knows more than anyone else, yet the big ­

gest fool. There is no criticism that calls not forth yet another. 

The last crit ic is the biggest fool of all, for the world starts and 

ends with him. He is the source of all knowledge, yet knovls 

nothing, for. there is not a word one finds to use that there is 

not another that hath the same me..'lning, then wherefore do we 
\ 

·criticize? 



PHILOSOPHY AND OPINIONS 3 

FEAR is a state of neryousness fit for children and not meri. 

When man fears a creature like himself he offends God, in whose 

image and likeness he is created. :Man being created equal fears 
not man but God. To fear is to lose control of one's nerves, one's 
\\;ll-to flutter, like a dying fowl, losing consciousness, yet, alive .. 

---0---

AMBITION is the desire to go forward and improve one's 

condition. It is a burning flame that lights up the life of the 

individual and makes him see himself in another state. To be 
ambitious is to be great in mind and soul. To want that which 
is worth while and strive for it. To go on without looking back, 
reaching to that which gives satisfaction. To be humanly ambi-

. tious is to take in the world which i~~c~ of man; to be 
divinely ambitious is to offend ~od by rivalling him in His 
infinite Majesty. 

ADMIRATION is a form of appreciation that is sometimes 

mistaken for something else. There may be something about 

you tha~ suggests good fellowship when kept at a distance, but in 

closer contact would not be tolerated, otherwi .. it would be love. 

RELIGION is one's opinion and belief in SOme ethical truth, 

TQ be a Christian is to have the religion of Christ, and so to be a 

believer of Mohammed' is to be a Mohammedan but there are so 

many religions that every man seems to be a religion unto himself. 

No two persons think alike, even if they outwardly profess the 
same faith, so we have as many religions in Christianity as we 
have believers. I 
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DEATH is the end of all life in the individual or the thing; 

if physic. I, the crumbling of the body into. dust from whence it 

came. He who lives not uprightly, dies completely in the crumb­

ling of the physical body, but he who lives well, transforms him­
self from that which is mortal, to immortal. 

-0---

FAITHFULNESS is actuated by a state of heart and mind 

in the individual that changes not. No one' is whate ly faithful 

to a cause or an object, except his heart and mind remain firm 

without change or doubt. If one's attitude or conduct changes 
toward an object, then' one has lost in one's faithfulness . It is 

a wholeness of belief overshadowing all suspicion, all doubt, ad­

mitting of 110 question i to serve without regret or disgust, to ob­

ligate one's self to that which is promised Or expeoted"to keep to 
our word .nd do our duty well. There are but few faithfu l 

people now-a-days. 

---0---

PROHIBITION-is to abstain from intoxicating liquor, as 
it makes us morbid and sometimes drunk. Bu t we get drunk 
every day, nevertheless, not so much by the strength of what we sip 
from the cup, but that which we eat, the water we drink, and the 
air we inhale, which at fermentation conspire at eventide to make 
us so drunk and tired that we lose control of ourselves and fall 

I asleep. Everybody is a drunkardJ and if we were to enforce real I prohibition we should all be dead. 

---0---

There is no strength but that which is destructive, because 

man has lost his virtues, and only respec~s force, which he 
I himself cannot counteract. I 
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This is the day of raclial activity, when each and every group 

of this great hum~n family must exercise its own initiative an:d 
influence in its own protection, therefore, Negroes should ~e more 

determined to-day than they have ever been, because the mighty 
for:ces of the world are operating against non-organized groups 
of ,peoples, who are not ambitious enough to protect their own I 

interests. 

-0-

vYake up Ethiopia! Wake up Africa! Let us work towards 
the one glorious end of a free, redeemed and mighty nation. Let 

Africa be a bright star among the constellation of nations. 

---0---

A man's bread and butter is only insured when he works for 
it. 

The world has now reached the stage when humanity is really 
at the parting of the ways. It is a question of "MAN MIND 
THYSELF." 

---0--- , 

The political readjustment of the world means that those 
who are not sufficiently able, not sufficiently prepared, will be at 
the mercy of the, organized classes for another one or two 
hundred years. 

---0---

The only protection against INJUSTICE in man is POWER 
-Physical, financial -and scientific. 

--0---

The masses make the nation and the race. If the masses 
are illiterate, that is the judgment passed on the race by those who 
are critical of its existencce. 
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The function of the Press is public service withou t prejudice 
or partiality, to convey the truth as it is seen and underitood with­
out fa voritislTI or bias. 

-0---

EDUCATION is the medium by which a people are prepared 
for the creation of their own particular civilization, and the ad· 
vancement and glory of their own race. 

---0---
NATIONHOOD is the only means by which modem civiliza­

tion can completely protect itself. 

Independence of nationality. independence of government, is 
the means of protecting not only the individual, but the gr.oup. 

Nationhood is the highest ideal of all peoples. 

---0-

The evolutionary scale that weighs nations and races, balances 
alike for all peoples; hence we feel sure that some day the balance 
will register a change for the Negro: 

---0-

If we are to believe the D ivine injunction, we must realize 
that the time is coming w hen every man and every race must re· 
turn to its own t (vine and fig tree. J, 

-0---

Let Africa be our guiding Star-OUR STAR OF DESTINY. 

--0-
1 

So many of us find excuses to get out of the Negro Race, 
because we are led to believe that the race is unworthy-that it 
has not accomplished anything. Cowards that we are! It is we 
who are unworthy, because we are not contributing to the uplift 
and up-building of this noble race. 
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How dare anyone tell us that Africa cannot he redeemed, 
when we have 400,000,000 men and women with warm blood 
coursing through their veins? 

The power that hold~ Africa is not Divine. The power that 
holds Africa is human, and it is recognized that whatsoever man 
ha.s done, man can do. 

---0-

We of the Negro Race are moving from one slate of organiza­
tion to another, and we shall so continue until we have thoroughly 
lifted ourselves into the organization of GOVERNMENT. 

---0---

Be as proud of your race today as our fathers were in the days 
of yore. We have a beautiful history, and we shall create an­
other in the future that will astonish the world. 

---0---

W OMAN 

What the night is to the day, is woman to man. The period 
of change that brings us light out of darkness, darkness out of 
light, and semi-light out of darkness are like the changes we 
find in woman day by day. 

She makes one happy, then miserable. You are to her kind, 
then unkind. Constant yet inconstant. Thus we have WOMAN. 
No real man can do without her. 

---0---

LOVE 

A happy but miserable state in which man finds himself from 
time to time; sometimes he believes he is happy by loving, then 
suddenly he finds how miserable he is. It is all joy, it sweetens 
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life, but it does not last. It comes and goes, but when it is active, 
there is no greater virtue, because it makes one supremely happy. 

We cannot hold our love, but there is one love that never 
changeth or is mistaken, and that is God's. The longe r we hold 
OUr love, the nearer we approach like unto our Creator. 

The whole world is run on bluff. No race, no nation, no man 
has any divine right to take advantage of others. Why ' allow 
the other fellow to bluff you? 

Every student of Political Science, every student of EC0nomics 
knows, that the race can only be saved through a solid industrial 
foundation. That the, race can only be saved through political 
independence. Take away industry from a race; take away 
political freedom from a race, and you have a gr0up of slaves. 

Peoples everywhere are travelling toward industrial oppor­
tunities and greater political freedom. As a race oppressed, it is 
for us to prepare ourselves that at any time the great change in 
industrial freedo m and political liberty comes ,abaut, we may be 
able to enter into the new era as partakers of the joys to be in­
herited, 

Lagging behind in the van of civilization will not prove our 
higher abilities. Being subservient to the will and caprice of pro­
gressive races w ill not prove anything supe rior in us. Being satis­
fied to drink of the dregs from the cup of human progress will not 
demonstrate our fitness as a people to exist alongside of others, 
but when of our own intiative we strike out to build industries, 
governments, and ultimately empires, then and only then will we 
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as a race prove to our Creator and to man in general that we are 
fit to survive and capable of shaping our own destiny. 

---0-

The world ought to know that it could not keep 400,000,000 
Negroes down forever. 

There is always a turning point in the destiny of every race, 
every nation, of all peoples, and we have come now to the turning ~ 
point of the Negro, wherelwe have changed from the old cringing 
weakling, and trarisformed into full-grown men, demanding our 
portion as MEN. 

---0-

I am not one of those Christians who believe that the Bible 
can solve all the problems of humanity. 

The Bible is good in its place, but we are men. We are the 
creatures of God. Vife have sinned against Him. therefore it 
takes more than the Bible to keep us in our places. 

Man is becoming so vile that to-day we cannot afford to con­
vert him with moral, ethical, physical truths alone, but with that 
which is more effective-implements of destruction. 

-0-

LEADERSHIP means everything-PAIN, BLOOD, DEATH. 

-0---

To be proseprous in whatever we do is the sign of TRUE 
WEALTH. We may be wealthy in not only having money, but 
in spirit and health. It is the most helpful agency toward a self­
satisfying life. One lives, in an age like this, nearer perfection by 
being wealthy than by being poor. To the contended soul, wealth 
is the stepping stone to prefection; to the miser it is the nearest 
avenue to hell. I would prefer to be honestly wealthy, than 
miserably poor. 
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'r o bo f roo from temp tatioll of othol' poopl o's propor ty is 
to ,. neet Ihe HONESTY of our own souls. The"e a re bul few 
rcn lly hones l peopl , in that between the t hought and the deed we 
mnko oll l' l:\olvcs dishones t. The fe llow wh o stea ls, aels dishonestly, 
W e cnn sten l in thought as wcll as in d ed, th ere fore to be honest 
is a vi,",.ue tha t bll t few illdlll ge. l' be honest is to bc sat isfied, 
having a ll , wa ntin g nothin g. If YO II find yOllrsel( in slleh a slate 
then YOll nrc hones t, if not th t 'mplnLion of YOllr soul is bound 
to mnke YO Il dishoncst. T his applies to the king and t he peasant 
nlike. 

---0---
All peoples are s trllg glnig to blast a way th ro ll gh the in­

dustrinl monopoly of ra cs and tH'l lions" but the Negro as n whole 
has fail ed t g rasp its \.1'11 sig'nin ennce and seems to delight in 
fillin g only thaI p In c cren ted (or him by the white man. 

- --0---
T he Negro who Ii vcs on the Jln t r~nnge o ( phi lanthropists is 

the most dnngcl'OH$ III mbcl' of our soclcly, bccous he is witliug 
to t,urn bnc k the dock of pl'ogl' 5S w hen his ben {a ciors nsk him 
s to do. 

--0---
No t'nce in. the w rid is so just ns t g'ivc othel'S , fOl' the ask­

ing, n sqllare doot in thing~ ('CQHomit-, poli tica l nnd sochd. 

---0- --
~I,[ n wh nrc il\ nrnes l ai' not armid o{ 'o llseqe\lllces. 

---0--
No 1\ kn \\1 $ whe.n the. hO\1r o{ l\ [rkn's Rcdcrnption come.Lh. 

/J It is in t.he wind. lL is coming. nc da)" like [\ stonn. it will 
{}t be here. W h ' lI thnt dOl' co",o's nil Ar"' on will stnll t\ tos·ether. 
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Any sane man, race or nation that desires freedom must first 
of all think in terms of blood. Why, even the Heavenly Father 
tells us that "without the shedding of blood there can be no re­
mission of sins?" Then how in the name of God, with history 
before us, do we expect to redeem Africa without preparing our­
selves-some of us to die. 

---0---

I pray God' that we shall never use our physical prowess to 
oppress the human race, bu t we will use our strength, physically, 
morally and otherwise to preserve humanity and civilization. 

---0---

For over three hu~dred years the white man has been our 
oppressor, and he naturally is not going to liberate us to the 
higher freedom-the truer liberty-the truer Democracy. We 
have to liberate ourselves. 

Every man has a right to his own opinion. Every race has 
a right to its own action; therefore let no man persuade you 
against your will, let no other race influence you against your ·own. 

-<>--

The greatest weapon used against the Negro is DISORGANI­
ZATION. 

-0-

If you have no confidence in self you are twice defeated in 
the race of life. With confidence you have won even before you 
have started. 

---0-

At 110 time within the last five hundred years can one point 
to a single instance of the Negro as a race of haters. 
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T he Negro has loved even under severest punishment. In 

slavery the Negro loved his master, he sa fe-guarded his home 

even wh,en he further planned to enslave him. We are not a 

mca of Haters, but Lovers of humanity's Cause. 

---0---
1'.1ob violence and inj ustice have never helped a race Or a 

nation, and because of this knowledge as gathered from the events 
of ages, we as a people in this new age desire to love all mankind, 
not in the social sense, but in keeping with the Divine Injunction 
"MAN LOVE THY BROTHER." 

---0--
PREPAREDNESS is the watch-w6rd of this age. For us 

as a race to remain, as we have been in the past-divided among 
ourselves, paroehializing, insularizing and nationalizing our acti­
vities as subjects and citizens of the many alien races and govern­
meds under which ",clive-is but to hold ourselves in readiness 
(or that great catastrophe that is bound to come-that of racia l 
extermination, at the hands of the stronger race-the race that 
will be fit to surviVe. 

Humanity takes revenging crime (rom one age to the nc.'d, 
sccording to the growth and development of the race so afflicted. 

But the pcrpetuation of crime through revengc and retalia­
tion wil~ not save the human race. 

-0-

Europe is bankrupt today, anc,l every nation within her bounds 
is endeavoring to find new openings, new fields for exploitation­
that exploitation that will bring to them the resources, the revenue 
and the power necessary for their rehabilitation and well-being. 
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We are living in a strenuous, active age, when men see, not 
through the spectacles of sympathy, but demand that each and 
every one measures up in propor.tion to the world's demand for 
service. 

--0---

The attitude of the white race is to subjugate, to exploit, and 
if necessary exterminate the weaker peoples with whom they come 
in contact. 

They subjugate first, if the weaker peoples will stand for it; 
then exploit, and 'if they will not stand for SUBJ UGATION nor 
EXPLOITATION, the other recourse is EXTERMINATION. 

---0---
If the Negro is not careful he will drink in all the poison of 

modem civilization and die from the effects of it. 

--0---

There can be no peace among men and nations, so long as 
the strong continues to oppress the weak, so long as injustice is 
done to other peoples, just so long will we have cause for war, 
and make a lastingl peace an impossibility. . 

--0---

Hungry men have no respect for law, authority Or human life. 

--0---

I am not opposed to the white race as charged by my enemies. 
I have no time to hate anyone. All my time is devoted to the 
up-building and developement of the Negro Race. 

--0-

,;Vhen nations outgrow their national limits, they make war 
and conquer other people's territory so as to have an outlet for 
their surplus populations. 

The world does not count races and nations that have nothing. 
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Point me to a weak nation and I will show you a people op­
pressed, abused, taken advantage of by others. 

Show me a weak race and I will show you a people reduced 
to serfdom, peonage and slavery. 

Show me a well organized na~ion, and I will show you a 
people and a nation respected by the world. 

- --0- --

T he battles of the future, whether they be physical or mental, 
will be fought on scientific lines, and t,lC race' that is able to pro­
duce the highest scientific development, is the race that will 
u ltimately rule. 

--0--

Let us prepare TODAY. For the TOMORROWS in the lives 
of th e nations will be so eventful that Negroes everywhere w ill 
be called upon to play thei r part in the survival of the fittest 
human group. 

- --0- -
Let us in shaping our own Destiny set be fore us the qualities 

of human JUSTICE, LOVE, CHARlTY, MERCY AND EQUlTY. 
Upon such foundation let us build a race, and I feel that the 
God who is Divine, the Almi'ghty Creator of the world, shall for­
ever bless this race of ours, and who to tell that we shall not 
teach men the way to life, liberty and true human happiness? 

---0- - -
Day by day we hear the cry of "AFRlCA FOR THE 

AFRICANS." This cry has become a positive, determined one. 
I t is a cry that is raised simultaneollsly the world over, because 
of the universa l oppression that affects the Negro. 

---0---
All of us may not live to se~ the higher accomplishment of 

an African E mpire-so strong and powerful, as to compel the 
respect of mankind, but we in our life-time can so work and act 
a s to make the dream a possibility within another generation. 



CHAPTER II 

PROPAGANDA 

' Ve are living in a civilization that is highly developed. We 
are living irr a world that is scientificaIly arranged in which 
everything done by th'ose who control is done through system; 
proper arrangement, proper organization, and among some of the 
organized methods used to control the world is the thing known 
ond called "PROPAGANDA." 

Propaganda has done more to defeat the good intentions of 
races and nations than even open warfare. 

Propaganda is a method or medium used by organized people~ 
to convert others against their will. 

We of the Negro race are suffering- more than any other 
race in the world from propaganda-Propaganda to destroy 
our hopes, our ambitions and our confidence in self. 

---0---

I SLAVERY 

Slavery is a condition imposed upon individuals or races not 
sufficiently able to protect or defend themselves, and so long as a 
race or people expose themselves to the danger of being weak, 
no one can tell when they will be reduced to slavery. 

'iVhen a man is a slave he has no liberty of action; no freedom 
of will, he is bound and controlled by the will and act of others; 
as of the individnal, so of the race. 

15 
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Sla very is not a condition confincd t.o any onc age or race 
o( peoplc. S lavery has bcen sincc man in the dirTcrent di stribu­
tion o r hill1sclf, sca tlc l'cd hc(c, thc rc and cverywhcrc, has g rown 
and developcd, whCl'c in onc race will beco mc strong and the 
ol.h c l' racc r mains wcak, Thc strong racc has always rcduced 
the w('nk to s lavcry . It. has bcen so in\ agcs past, it is so now in 
el'lai n parts oC th e world, and will bc so until the cud of timc. 

T he great Britis h nation was ol1ce a race of slaves. In their 
own co unt ry they wcre Ilot rcspected bQ(':a use the Romans went 
there, brutalizcd and capturcd thetH} too k them ov~r to Rome 
and kept them ill s iav('ry. They werc not rcsp('cted in ROIl)c be­
cause they wcrc regal'ded os a sIn yc racc. But the Briton did 
not a lways r cmain a slave . As a (rccd man he went Lack to his 
country (Britain) and bui lt tip a civilization of his own} and by 
his scH-re linncc and initiative hc {orccd the respect of mankind 
and maintains it until loday. 

---0---

FORCE 

The powers opposed (0 Negro progress will not be influenced 
in the slig hest by mere verbal protests 011 OHI' part. They realize 
only lOO well that PI'O t('s ts of this kind cont~ill nothing but thc 
breath expended in making them. 

They also realize thnl thcir success in enslaving and dominat­
ing thc dn rkcl' portion of humanity was due solely to the clelUent 
of FORCE employed (in the mujority of cases this was accom­
plis hed by force of "nns.) 

Press ure o ( ('olll'se may assert itself in other forms} but in 
th e last :'IIInlysis wilntcvcl' illflllcnrc is brought to benr against 
the powers opposcd 10 Negro pl'OgTCSS I1lllst contnin the clemcnt 
o{ FORCE ill order to nc('omplish its purpose, sincc it is apparent 
thnt this is the only clement the)' rccogni Ze" . 

\ 
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EDUCATION 

17 

To be learned in all that is worth while knowing, Not to be 
crammed with the subject matter of the book or the philosophy 
of the class room, but to store away in your head such facts as 
you need for the daily application of life, so that you may the 
better in all things understand your fellowmen, and interpret 
your relationship to your Creator. 

You can be educated in soul, vision and feeling, as well as 
in mind. To see your enemy and kngw him is a part of the com­
plotc education of man; to spiritually regulate one's self is an­
other form of the higher education that fits man' for a nobler 
place in life, and still, to approach your brother by the feeling 
of your own humanity, is an education that softens the ills Qf the 
world land makes us kind indeed, 

:Many a man was educated outside the school room. It is 
something you let out, not r-ompletely take in. You are part of it, 
for it is natural; it is dormant simply because you will not develop 
it, but God creates every man with it knowingly or unknowingly 
to him who possesses it-that's the difference. Develop yours 
and you become as great and full of knowledge as the other 
fellow without even entering the class room. 

MISCEGENA TlON 

Some of the men of the Negro race aggravate the race ques-

t 
tion because they force the white man to conclude that to educate 
a black man, to give him opportunities, is but to fit. him to be a 
competitor for the hand of his woman; hence the eternal race 
question. 

But not all black men are willing to commit race suicide 
and to abhor their race for the companionship of another. There 
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are hundreds of millions of. us black men who are proud of our 
skins and to us the African Empire will not be a Utopia, neither 
will it be dangerous nOr fai l to serve our best interests, because 
we realize that like the leopard we cannot change OUf skins. 

The men of the highest morals, highest character and nobles t 
pride are to be found among the masses of the Negro race who 
love their women with as much devotion as white men love theirs. 

PREJUDICE 

Prejudice of the white race against the black race is not so 
much because of color as of condition; because as a race, to them, 
we have accomplished nothing; we have built no nation, no 
government i because we are dependent for our economic and 
political existence, 

You can never curb the prejudice of the one race or nation 
against the other by law. It must be regulated by one's own 
feeling, one's own will, and if one's feeling and will rebel against 
you no law in the world can curb it. 

Prejudice can be actuated by different reasons. Sometimes 
the reason is economic, and sometimes polit.ical. You can only 
gbstruct it by progress and force. 

~ 

RADICALISM 

"Radical" is a label that is always applied to people who 
are endeavoring to get freedom. 

Jesus Christ was the greatest radical the world ever saw. 
He came and saw a world of sin and his program was to 
inspire it with spiritua l feeling. He was therefore a radical. 

George Washington was dubbed a radical when he took up 
his sword to fight his way to liberty in America one hundred 
and fOli), years ago. 
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All men who call themselves reformers are perforce radicals. 
They cannot be anything ehe, because they are revolting against 
the conditions that exist. 

Conditions as they exisl reveal a conservative state, and if 
you desire to change these C'Jnditions you must be a radical. 

I am, therefore, satisfied ~o be the same kind of radical, if 
through radicalism I can free J\frica .. 

GOVER:>IMENT 

Government is not infalliblt. Government is only an ex­
ecutive control, a centralized authority for the purpose of ex­
pressing the will of the people. 

Before you have a governmett you must have the people. 
\Vithout the people there can be no ,overnment. The government 
must be, therefore. an expression of the will of the people. 

----0--

EVOLUTION AND THE RESULT 

Evolution brings us changes thtt sometimes make us fail 
to recognize ourselves even after a lapse of centuries. 

j vVhen the great white race of today had no civilization of 
its own, when white men lived in ca,.es and were counted as 
savages, this race of ours boasted of a ·.vonderful civilization on 
the Banks of the Nile. 

It may sound good for some Negroes to say that they were 
born here or there, and they do not intend to go anywhere else 
but where they saw the light of day. But let me say to you 
l11('n, the world is small and humanity in the many and various 
race groups, is growing larger every day. 
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A race that was t en millions tiny yea rs ago is today sixty 
millions. A race that was thirty m!1lions fifty years ago is to­
day ninety millions i how many vill they be tomorrow and 
the world is not growing larger? 

What will happen through ttO multiplication of all these 
various race groups, of those wh,) are in power, of those who 
are strong, those who have at their command the forces of 
nature, through which they can exploit the weak and ultimately 
exterminate them? \;Vhat will tappen to you, the weak and un­
prepared , when th e strong beconcs more numerous even though 
the world remains at its presert size? 

Ah, if you w ill but think Jawn the future and compare the 
possibi li ties of that fut ure \Vitn the happenings of the pas t you 
will come to the conclusion lhat there is no other salvation for 
the Negro but through a fr ee and independent Africa. 

vVhilst geographically speaking th e world has ever been in its 
natural divisions as we know it, and sec it, yet, polltically speaking, 
the world has changed, and is sti ll changing. Yesterday we had 
the Roman E mpi re, we had the Grecian Empire, we had even 
before the Carthagi nian, the Assyrian and the Babylonian empires. 
'Wha t has become of them? They have gone into the oblivion 
of the past, because of human progress, because of the develop­
ment of certa in races as aginst the s tagnation of others; but even 
yesterday we also had the great German Empire; we had the 
Russian Empire; we had the Empire of Austria and Hungary. 
\¥here are they now? They too, are travelling to\:vard the 
obli vion' of the past. Today we have the great Frendi Empire, 
the British Empire and other great commonwealths. \;Vill they 
stand? 

Ah, mcthinks llot, because evolution and human progress 
bring changes, and in the changes no man can tell what w ill 
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happen tomorrow as against what exists today. Therefore, I 
say to the four hundred million Negroes of the world, prepare 
yourselves for the higher life, the life of liberty, industrially, 
educationally, socially and politically. 

-0---

POVERTY 

A hellish state to be in. It is no virtue. It is a crime. 
To be poor, is to be hungry without possible hope of food; 

to be sick without hope of medicine; to be tired and sleepy with­
out a place to lay one's head ; to be naked without the hope of 
clothing; to be despised and comfortless. To be poor is to be 
a fit subject for crime and he!l. 

The hungry man steals bread and thereby breaks the eighth 
commandment; by his state he breaks all the laws of God and 
man and becomes an outcast. In thought and deed he covets his 
neighbor's goods; comfortless as he is he seeks his neighbor's 
.wife; to him there is no other course but sin and death. That 
is the way of poverty. No one wants to be poor. 

-0---

POWER 

Po\ver is the only argument that satisfies man. 

Except the individual, the race or the nation has PO\v;ER 
that is exclusive, it mean's that that individual, race or nation will 
be bound by the will of the other who possesses' this great 
qualification. 

It is the physical and pugilistic power of Harry Wills that 
makes white men afraid to 6ght him. 

It was the industrial and scientific power of the Teutonic 
race that kept it for years as dictator of the economic and 
scientific policies of Europe. 
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It is lh e nava l and political power of Great Britain that keeps. 
hel' l11i$tJ'css of the seas, 

It is th e cO!11m ercial and financial p'ower of the United States 
of America that makes her the g reatest banker in the world. 
fIen ce it is advisable for lhe Negro to get power of eve~ kind. 
J'O\VER in cd uca Lioll, science, industry, politi cs and higher 
govern menl. That kin d o( power that will sland ou t signally, 
so tha t other races and nations ~an sec, and if they will not see, 
lhen FElZL. 

Man is nol salisfied or moved by prayers or petitions, but 
every man is rnovcd by that power of authority which forces 
him 1'1 do even agains t his will. 
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UNIVERSAL SUSPICION 

H umanity everywhere is struggling toward political freedom 

and economic opportunity. In this struggle we are confronted 

with the rivalry of the keenest minds of the age; each race and 

nation seeking to present its best to the world. 

So much is expected of each by the different rivals, that it 

becomes impossible to reach an amicable settlement and to 

establish universal confidence. 

It can be plainly seen that no one race or nation trusts the 

other. There is a UNIVERSAL SUSPICION that hovers over 

the conduct of every great leader representative of his race or 

nation . . It is this suspicion that limited the , iVashington Four 

pact Treaty; it is this suspicon that caused the failure of the 

Genoa Conference; it is this suspicion that is going to wreck 

ultimately many of the nations and empires of today, thereby 

throwing into obscurity many of the races that now dominate 

the affairs of meu. ,Ye as a race, are called upon to play our part, 

and we must do it well. 

In the spread of this universal suspicion that causes nation 

to distrust nation, and race to distrust race, we also ha ve our dis­

trust which makes it impossible for us to believe in anyone else 

but ourselves. 
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DISSERTATION ON MAN 

Man is the individual who is able to shape his own character, 

master his own will, direct his ow.n life and shape his own ends. 

When God breathed into the nostrils of man the breath of 

Ii fe, made him a living soul, and bestowed upon him the authority 

of (ILord of Creation," He never intended that that individual 

should descend to the level of a peon, a serf, or a slave, but that 

he should be always man in the fullest possession of his senses, 

and with the truest knowledge of himself. 

But how changeel has man become since creation?" We find 

him today divided into different classes-the helpless imbecile, 

the dependent slave, the servant and the master. These different 

classes God never crealed. He created MAN. But this individ­

ual has so retrograded, as to make it impossible t(} find him-a 

real ma.n. 

As far as the Negro race is concerned, we can find but few 

real men to meaSure lip to the higher purpose of the creation, and 

because of thi s lack of manhood in the race, we have stagnated 

for centuries and nOw find ourselves at the foot of the great human 

ladder. 

After the creation, and after man was given possession of the 

world, the Creator relinquished all authority to his lord, except 

lhat. which was spiritual. All that authority which meant the 

regulation of human affairs, human society, and human happiness 

was given to man by the Crcator, and man, therefore, became 

master of his own destiny, and architect of his mvn fate. 

In process of time we find that only a certain type of man 
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has been able to make good in God's creation. We find them 

building nations, governments and empires, as also great monu­

ments of commerce, industry and education (these men realizing 

the power given them exerted every bit of it to their own good 
'and to their posterity's) ",f,ile, on the other hand, 400,000,000 

Negroes who claim the common Fatherhood of God '1nd the 
Brotherhood of Man, have fallen back so completely, as to make 

us today the serfs and slaves of those who fully know themselves 
and have taken control of the "'orld, which was given to all in 
common by the Creator. 

I desire to impress upon the 400,000,000 members of my race 

that our failings in the past, present and of the future will be 
through our failures to know ourselves and to realize the true 
functions of man on this mundane sphere. 
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RACE ASS IMILATION 

Some Negro leaders have advanced the belief that in another 
ie'v years the white people will make up their minds to assimi­
late their black populations; thereby sinking alI racial prejudice 
in the welcoming of the black race into the social companionship 
of the white. Such leaders further believe that by the am,tlgama­
tion of black and white, a new type wili spring up, and that type 
will become the American and West Indian of the future. 

~ 
This belief is preposterous. I believe that white men should 

~ be white, yellow men should be yellQw, and black men should be 
black in the great panorama of races, until each and every race 
by i ts own initiative lifts itself up to tbe common standard of 
humanity, as to compel the respect and appreciation, of all, and 
so make it possible for each one to stretch out the hand of wel­
come without being able to be prejudiced against the other be­
cause of any inferior and unfortunate ('ondition. 

The white man of America will not, to any organized extent, 
assimilate the Negro, because in so doing, he feels that he will be 
committing racial suicide. This he is not prepared to do. It is 
true he illegitimately carries on a system of assimilation; but 
such assimilation, as practised, is OIlC that he is not prepared to 
support because he becomes prejudiced against his own offspring, 
if that offspring is the product of black and white; hence, to the 
white man the question of racial differences is eternal. So long 
as Negroes occupy an inferior position aDlong the races and 
nations of the world, just so long will others be prejudiced 

against them, because it will be profitable for them to keep up 
their system of superiority. But when the Negro by his own 
initiative lif ts himself from his low state to the highest human 
standard he w ill be in a position to stop begging and praying, 
and demand a place that no individual, race or nation will be able 
to deny him. 
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CHRISTIANITY 
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A form of religion practised by the millions, but as mis­

understood; and unreal to the majority as gravitation is to the 

untutored savage. We profess to live in the atmosphere of 

Christianity, yet our acts are as barbarous as if we never knew 

Phrist. He taught us to love, yet we hate j to forgive, yet we 

revenge; to be merciful, yet we condemn and punisll, and still 

we are Christians. 

li bell is what we are taught it is, then there will be more 

Christians there than days in all creation. To be a true Chris­
tian one must be like Christ and practice Christianity, not as 

the Bishop does, but as be says, for if our lives were to he pat­

terned after the otber fellow's all of us, Bishop, Priest and 

Layman would ultimately meet around the furnace · of hell, 

and none of us, because of our sins, would see salvation. 
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THE FUNCTION OF MAN 

God placed mall on earth as the lord of Creation. The ele­

ments-ali nature are at his command-it is for him to harness 

them subdue them and use them. 

Edison harnessed electricity. Today the world reflects the 

brilliancy of his grand illumination. 

Stephenson, thl'ough experiments, has giveu us the use of the 

steam engine, and today the raill'oad train flies across the country 

at a speed of sixty miles an hour. 

1vIarconi conquered the currents of the air and today we have 

wireless telegraphy th at fla shes news across the continents with 

a rapidity never yet known to man. 

A ll this reveals to us that man is the supreme lord of crea­

tion, that in man lies the power of mastery, a mastery of self, 

a mastery of ulJ things created, bowing only to the Almighty 

Architect in those things that are spiritual, in those things that 

are divine. 

BAlME U8.RARY 
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TRAITORS 
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In the fight to reach the top the oppressed have always been 
encumbered by the traitors of their own race, made up of those of 
little faith and those who are generally susceptible to bribery for 
the selling out 0/ the rights of their own people. 

As Negroes, we are not enti rely fl-ee of such an encumbrance. 
To be outspoktil, I believe we arc morc encumbered ill this way 
than any other race in the worlel, because of the lack of training 
and prcparatim for fitting liS for OU[ place in the world among 
nations and u ces. 

The traitor of other races is generally confined to the med­
iocre or irrtsponsible individual, but, unfortunately, the traitors 
among the Negro race are generally to be found among the men 
highest plared in education and society, the fellows who call them­
sel yes leadtrs. 

For u> to examine ourselves thoroughly as a people we will 
find thaI we have more traitors than leaders, because nearly 
everyon~ who essays to lead the race at this time docs so by fir st 
establishng himself as the pet of some philanthropist of another 
race, to whom he will go and debase his race in thc worst form, 
humiliate his own manhood, and thereby win the sympathy of the 
«great benefactor", who will dictate to him what he should do in 
the leadership of the Negro race. It is generally "You must go 
out and teach your people to be meek and humble; tell them to 
be goed servants, loyal and obedient to their masters . If you 
wi li t(lch them such a doctrine you can always depend on me to 
give you $IpOO a year or $5.000 a year for the support of your­
self, tie newspaper or toe institution you represent. I will always 
recomnend you to my friends as a good fellow who is all right," 
\¥ith this advice and prospect of patronage the average Negro 
leader goes out to lead the unfortunate mass. These leaders tell 
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us how good 1\1r. So and So is, how many g~d friends we have 

in the opposite race, and that if we leave evelything to them aU 

will work out well. 

This is the kind ot leadership we have beb having for the 

last fifty years. It is nothing else but treachery aId treason of the 

w-orst kind. The man who will compromise tht attitude of his 

'country is a traitoT1 and even so the man who "Ul compromise 

the rights of hi s race can be classified in no other way than that 

of a trai tor also. 

Not until we settle down as four hundred milliol people and 

let the men who have placed themselves in' the lead ~f us realize 

that we arc disgusted and dissatisfied, and that we maU have a 

leadership of Our own and stick by it when we get it, will we be 

lable to lift ourselves from this mire of degradation to he heights 

lof prosperity, human liberty and human appreciation. 



CHAPTER 111 

PRESENT DAY CIVILIZATION 

vVe are circumvented today by environments more dangerous 

than thosc which circumvented other peoples in any other age. We 

are face to face with environments in a civilization that is highly 

developed; a civilization that is competing with itself for its own 

destruction; a civilization that cannot last, because it has no 

spiritual foundation; a civilization that is vicious, crafty, dis­
honest, immoral, irreligious and corrupt. 

We see a small percentage of the world 's populace feeling 

happy and contented with this civtlization that man has evolved, 

and we see the masses of the human race on the other hand dis­

satisfied and discontented with the civilization of today-the ar­

rangement of human so~iety. Those masses are determined to 
destroy the systems that hold up such a society and prop such a 

civilization. 

As by indication, the fall will come. A fall that will cause 

the universal wreck of the civilization that we now see. and in 

this civilization the Negro is called upon to play his part. He is 

called upon to evolve a national ideal, based upon freedom, hu­

man liberty and true democracy. 



\ 
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DIVINE APPORTIONMENT OF EARTH 

God Almighty created all men equal, whether they be white, 
yellow or black, and for any race to admit that it cannot do what 
others have done, is to hurl an insult at the Almighty who created 
all races equal, in the beginning. 

The white man has no right of way to this green earth, neither 
the yellow man. All of us were created lords of the creation, and 
whether ,ve be white, yellow, brown or black Nature intended a 
place for each and everyone. 

If EUl'ope is for the white man, if Asia is for brown and 
yellow men, then surely Africa is for the black man. The great 
white man has fought for the preservation of Europe, the great 
yellow and brown races are fighting for the preservation of Asia, 
and four hundred million Negroes shall shed, if needs be, the 
last drop of their blood for the redemption of Africa and the eman­
cipation of the race everywhere. 

---{)---

UNIVERSAL UNREST IN 1922 

The human race is universally disturbed because of the many 
injustices inflicted upon the masses by the dominant powers. The 
privileged classes have for centuries dominated the will of the 
masses, and as it would appear, have ground out of the toiling mil­
lions the last drop of sweat. These millions are now in rebellion. 
They arc striking everywhere-in England, France, Germany, 
America and other parts of the world. Those who are not on 
strike are shaking their fists in bloody revolution as a protest 
against the industrial and political systems of the day. 

In this big noise for world readjustment in the affairs of the 
human race, four hundred mill ion Negroes cry Ol\t for better 
consideration and for justice. 
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, WORLD DISARMAMENT 

33 

Present day statesmen are making the biggest blunder of the 
age if they believe that there can be any peace without equity 
and justice to all mankind. 

Any attempt at disarmament when half the world oppresses 
the other half is but a farce, because the oppressed will make 
their oppressors get armed sooner or later. 

---~ 

CAUSE OF WARS 

The world is not yet perfect. It is in chaos; yes, in confu· 
sion and out of this confusion will CODle many more upheavals that 
will shake its very foundation . Fool not yourselves that the con­
ferences that have been held, and will be held in the future, are 
sufficient to settle the disgruntled state of the world, the dissatis­
fied condition of humanity. They have not gone down to the root 
of all evils that give cause to the great iliscontent, they will never 
be able to establish a permanent peace and preS<)nt to us a settled 
world. 

The history of the past teaches us that we have had many 
wars. each more deadly, each more catastrophic, and even as the 
war of 1914-18 was the most deadly we have experienced for ages, 
so in the very near future we shall see the most bloody conflict 
ever ~vaged by man. \Vhether it is to be a war of the races or of 
the nations, no one can tell, but so long as this injustice continues; 
so long as the strong continues to oppress the weak; so long as 
the powerful nations arrange among themselves to oppress the 
weaker ones, and to keep the more unfortunate of humanity in 
serfdom, and to rob and exploit them, so long will the cause of 
war be fed with the fuel of revenge, of hatred, and of discontent. 
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WORLD READJUSTMENT 

The political re-adjustment of th e w~rld means this-that 
every race must find a home; hence the great cry of Palestine for 
the J ews-Ireland [or the Irish,-India [or the Indians and sim­
ultan eously Negroes are raising the cry o[ "AFRICA FOR THE 
AFRICANS", those at home and those abroad. 

It is a cry for political re-adjustment along natural lines, and 
thi s ro-,djustlllent has cOllle out o[ the war o[ 1914--18, because, 
we, as Negroes, rea li ze lhat if (with ollr knowledge and experience 
of western civilization) we allow the world to adjust itself politi­
ca lly without taking thought for ou rselves, we would be lost to 
the world in auother few decades. 

--<>--

THE FALL OF GOVERNMENTS 

The fall of uations and empires has always come about 
first by th e di so rganized spirit,-the disorganized sentiment of 
those who make up the nation Or the empire. 

The Olle class opposiug, fi ghting against the other, the other 
ol.ss seeking to deprive them of the essentials of life which are 
necessary for the good and well-being of all. 

The class that ruled i11 the past and the class that rules now 
in government, arc tho. people w ho have a lways provoked the 
spirit of those who arc ruled. Hen'ce you have social revolutions, 
civil striCes, whioh ultimately result in thc downfall of the empire 
or tho nation. What has happened in tho past will happen again. 
I ,op not attempting to prophesy the destruction of any of the now 
cxl"ting empires or nations, but the empires and nations them-

\ selves are going to their ow\l1 ruin. 
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In Europe we hear of great industrial unrests. Laborers 
uniting themselves and marching to the representatives of gov­
ernments asking for better conditions to alleviate their suffering. 
Instead of the representatives seeking to pacify and satis fy those 
who are in need, the representatives of such governments adopt 
a strongarmed policy to prosecute and persecute those who suffer 
and appeal for aid from the nation Or the empire. What happens? 
The dissatisfied who are driven away by the majesty of the law, 
go back to those who suffer with them and scatter throughout 
the nation or the empire the spirit of dissatisfaction that ultimately 
breaks out in civil strife, social disorder, which in tUrn brings 
the downfall of the nation or the empire. 

People who rule (being selected by the masses of their own) 
forget when they come into power that they have an obligation 
to those who placed them in authority and through selfishness ar­
rogate to themselves all that is good within the nation to the ex­
clusion of those who suffer and to the exclusion of those who 
placed them in their positions of trust. HENCE MONOPOLY­
in'dustrial, commercial and economic-which places power in the 
hands of the select few, arid through the selfishness of administra­
tion by the few they cause the majority of the masses to exist al­
ways in want. Through this want, a spirit of disssatisfaction 
springs up among the people, and they, in their passion, seeking 
to correct the evil, tear down governments. 
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GREAT IDEALS KNOW NO NATIONALITY 

rvl y enemies in Amer ica have done much to hold me up to 
publ ic CO li LCIlI pL and J'idieuI0, hut have fuil ed. 'l'h ey believe thut 
the onl y reso rt is to s Ur up national p rejudi ce agains t me, in that 
J wa s not. born within the borders of the United Sta tes of 
A lllCI'jc,l , 

J UJ11 not in lhe JCUHl l'olH'el'ned nbotlt Slith n pl'opa.gandu1 be­
cau se J have tmvcll cd the leng th and breath of America and I 
have discov rcd th at ~l1nOl1g the (j{tCCII millio n o( l11y race, only 
Lhose w llo l1av(;: exploited and li ved olT the ignorance of t he masses 
arc concerned wil li wlle.'c 1. was born. T he masses of the people 
M O lookillg fOl' lcndel',hip, they desire sincere, honest guidance 
jn I'aciai a(ff'li!'s, As proof of this I may mention, that lhe largest 
nu mber o f Illcmbcrs in th e Universal Negro Impl'Ovemcllt As­
sociatio n (of wh ich 1 am Presidcnt-General) are to be fou nd in 
Am crica} and a l'e na ti ve born A merica ns. I k now these people 
so ,veil and 1 love th c lll. so wcll } that I wou ld not {or one minute 
Lhin k thai. I.hoy woo ld rail for such Ull illSiduous jlropaganda. 

1\11 intell igent people know tha t one's nationality has nothing 
to do with g l'ca t id ea ls and g reat. princ iples, If beca use I am a 
J amaicau thc Negro s hould no t accept the pri nc iple of race rig hts 
and libe rty, 01" th c ideal o( a (,'ce and independent race; t.hen 
YO li w ay well say that because J esus was a Naiarene the outside 
wo d d . hould noL accept Hi s Docll'ine i ChrisLinu iLy, bocause 
H e was a l\ flntiel1. 11 

j Bocause ]'Vlal'tin J..Juther wns born in GCl'many, the world 
should 1I0 L accept th e doct r il1e o f Protes tantism, 

Becauso Aloxandor 1111111111 011 alld T)nfoyette were not b01'11 
ill A liI rica, AllIcr; ans s hould not accept and appreciate the 
bcncnt$ they bestowed lIpo n th e t1 nt ioll , 

B ecause lvfarco ni was an Ita li an, we of the new world 
shou ld nOl make lise of wi l'clcss te!egrap'IY, Again I say, great 
principles, g reat ideals know n nationality. 
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I know no national boundary where the Negro is concerned. 
The whole world is my province until Africa is free. 

-----0---

PURPOSE OF CREATION 

The man or woman who has no confidence in self is an un· 
fortunate being, and is really a misfit in' creation. 

~
II God Almighty created each and everyone of us for a place 

in the world, and for the least of us to think that we were created 
only to be what w'e are and not what we can make ourselves, is 
to impute an improper motive to the Creator for creating us. 

God Almighty created us all to be free. That the Negro 
race became a race of slaves was not the fault of God A lmighty, 
the Divine Master, it was the fault of the race. 

Sloth, neglect, indifference caused us to be slaves. 

Confidence, conviction, action will cause us to be free men 
to-day. 

-----0---

PURITY OF RACE 

I believe in a pure black race just as how all self-respecting 
whites believe in a pure white race, as far as that can be. 

I am conscious of the fact that slavery brought upon us the 
curse of many colors within the Negro race, but that is no rea­
son why we of ourselves should perpetuate the evil; hence in­
stead of encouraging a wholesale bastardy in the race, we feel 
that we should now set out to create a race type and standard of 
our own which could not, in the future, be stigmatized by bas­
tardy, but could be recognized and respected as the true race 
type anteceding even our own time. 
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MAN KNOW THYSELF' 

fo r man lO know himsel f is for him to feel that for him 
there is no human master. For him Nature is his servant, and 
whatsoever he wi lls in Nature, lhat shall be his reward. 1£ he 
wills to b u pigmy, a ~ed Or a slave, tha t shall he be. If he wills 
to be a rea l n'lan in possession o f the things co mlnon to man, 
then he shall be his own sovereign. 

W hen man fail s to g rasp his authority he sinks to the level 
of the lower animal s, and whatsoever the I cal man' bids him do, 
oven :\5 j( it wOre of tho low r animals, that much shall he do. 
H ho says IlgO." lIt! goes. If he says .IC0I11C," he comes . By this 
command he performs the functions of life even as by a similar 
command th e lIlule, tho horse, the cow perfonn the will of their 
masters. 

for lhe las t four hundred years the Negro has been in the 
position o f bei ng ' co mmanded even as the lower animals 
ar contro lled. ur race has been w-ithout a will ; wi thout 
a l)urposo of it s own, [or all this lcn'gth bf time. Because 
of tha l we have developed few men who are able t~ unders tand 
the stren uousness of the age in which we live. 

Where ca n we find Lin this race o f ours real men. Men 0 f 
character, men of purpose, men o f confidence, men of faith, men 
who really know themselves? J hayc come :tC:-oss so many weak­
lings who proless to be leaders, and in: th e tes t I have found 
them but lhe slovos of " nobler class. They perform the will of 
thoir masters without question. 

{fo mo, n man has no master but God. Man in his authority 
is a sovereign lo(d. As (or the individual mau, so of the indivi­
aual rneo. This fooling makes lnan so oomageous, so bold, as to 
make it impossible [or his brother to intrude upon his rights. So 
few of us cau understand what it takes to make a man-the man 
who will never say die; the man who will never give up ; the man 
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who will never depend upon others to do for him what he ought to 
do for himself ; the man who will not blame God, who will not 
blame Nature, who will not blame Fate for his condition; but the 
man who will go out and make conditions to snit himself. Dh, 
how disgusting life becomes when on every hand you hear pe<>'­
pIe (who bear your image, who bear your resemblance) telling 
you that they cannot make it , that Fate is against them, that they 
cannot get a chance. If 400,000,000 Negroes can only get to know \ 
thesmelves, to know that in them is a sovereign power, is an 
authority that is absolute, then in the next twenty-four hours we 
would have a new race, we would have a nation, an "empire,­
resurrected, not from the wilt of others to see us rise,-but "from 
our own determination to rise, irrespective of what the worl4 
thinks. 
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A SOLUTION FOR WORLD PEACE-1922. 

We hear a great deal of talk about world peace today. Wil­
son of America, Lloyd George of England, Clemenceau of France 
a few years ago prophesied at Versailles a reign of peace. Up to 
the present many of the leading statesmen of the world have 
pledged themselves to a program of world peace. ~1a11Y confer­
ences have been held (political as well as industrial) for the pur­
pose of settling the question of peace; but up to now none of them 
has laid the foundation for a real peace, for a lasting peace. 

The peace of the world cannot be settled by political con­
ferentes, or by industrial conferences only. If we are to have a 
world peace it will only come when a great inter-racial conferenCl 
is called. When Jew will meet Gentile; when Anglo·Saxon will 
meet Teuton; when the great Caucasian family will meet the 
Mongolian, and when all will meet the Negro, ' and then and there 
straighten out the differences that have kept us apart for hund­
reds of years, and will continue to keep us apart until Doom's 
Day, if something is not done to create better racial understand­
ing. 

If white men continue to exploit yellow men, if white men 

continue t? exploit black and brown men, if yellow men continue 

to exploit brown and black men, then all we can look for­
,vard to is a reign of wars and rumors of wars. So lon'g 

as Anglo·Saxons oppress Indians; so long as the French exploit 
the black race; so long as the Russian murders the Jew, so long 

will the cause for war be found, and so long will man continue 

to fight and ki ll his brother. 

If England wants peace, if F rance wants peace, I suggest to 

them to pack up their bag and baggage and clear out of Africa, 

because Africa in the future will be to them what Europe has 
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been for the last three hundred years-a hot bed of wars, pol­
itical intrigues and upheavals,-and Europe has changed many a 
time politi~ally. Once th e great Napolean ruled, the Czars ruled 
and but recently the German Eagle was the symbol of fear. To­
day England stands out as the most brilliant star in the Europ­
ea n poli tical constellation. But what of tomorrow? A frica w ith 
her threatened upheaval will produce the same conditions in an­
other century as Europe has done in the past. Can we not see 
that we are marching headlong into the abyss of eternal de­
struction? Can we not realize that we are not laying the founda­
tion of peace? Can we not realize that we are but provoking the 
sleeping passions of the races? How long do you believe that 
fou r-hundred million Negroes will allow themselves to be ex­
ploited by alien races, robbed and murdered 1 Just so long until 
the truth is brought home to them, and then when the sleeping 
giant awakens, even like Samson, he may bring down the pillars 
of the temple. 

The war of 1914-18 has created a new sentiment throughout 
the world. Once upon a time weaker peoples were a fraid of 
expressing themselves, of giving vent to their feelings, but today 
no oppressd race or nation is afraid of speaking out in the cause 
of liberty. Egypt has spoken, Ireland has spoken, Poland has 
spoken and Poland is free, Egypt is free, Ireland is also free. 
Afdea is now speaking, and if for seven-hundred and fifty years 
Irishmen found perseverance enough to have carried the cause 
of fre edom on and on until they won, then four hundred million 
Negroes are prepared to carryon the fight for African liberty 
even if it takes us to the seat of the :Most High, yes if it takes us 
unti l judgment day, we shali fight the cause on and on without 
relenting. The world may scoff at us, the world may deride us, 
but there have been many surprises for the world before, and 
there will be many more, Englishmen scoffed at the Colonists 
when they agitated for independence in America, but their scoffs 
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and derisions did not prevent Geo rge Washington from glvlOg 
uS Ihe glorious S tn ,'. and Slripes. Men laughed at the propaganda 
of Tal.loi. The za r him self impu gned the idea of a more liberal 
Russin, but today Lcnine and Trotszky Tule. Yes, the Louis's 
I' '' ghed at the propa ganda of the L iberals of France, but the 
French MOIln.rchy is no morc, Today Frenchmen take pride in 
the nevi democracy of Fra llce ; so that others may laugh at us 
today becau se we arc agi tat ing lhe question of a free and indo­
pon<lon..L Afl'ica, bUl lomorrow, who knows, Africa wi ll loom up 
as the greatest RepUblic ill th e W'o rld. 

IBRARY 
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GOD AS A WAR LORD 

43 

God is a bold Sovereign-A Warrior Lord. The God we 
worship and adore is a God of War as well as a God of Peace. He 

does not allow anything to interfere with His power and author­

ity. 

T he greatest battle ever fought was not between the Kaiser 

of Germany on the one hand and the Allied Powers on th~ other, 

it was between Almighty God or. the one hand and Lucifer the 

Archangel on the other. 

When Lucifer challenged God's power in Heaven and mar­

shalled hi. forces on the plains of Paradise, the God we worship 
and adore also marshalled His forces, His Archangels, His Cheru· 
bims and His Seraphims, and in battle array He placed Himself 

before them with the royal standard of Heaven. He faced the op­
possing gen'eral Lucifer with his horde~ on the battle plains of 
H eaven and there the great war began. The whole universe shook 
as the battle raged between the two opposing forces, and as God 
the Creator gained the upper hand of Luci fer, ,,,,hat did He do? 
Did H e hoist the white flag of peace? No, God Almighlty, God 
the Omnipotent took hold of Lucifer and flung him from the 
heights of H eaven to the depths of hell, thereby proving that He 
is a God of war as well as a God of peace. And when anyone trans­
gresses His power He goes to war in defence of His rights. 

l'Ifan is only a little lower than the angels; the angels are 
only a little lower than the creator, but the Creator, 
has bequeathed to angels and to men the same principles, the 
same policies that govern Him as God. And even as he goes to 
war in defense of His rights, so man goes to war in defense of 
his rights. 
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I believe with Napoleon. When some one asked him "On 
what side is God?" he replied. "God is on the side of the strong­
est battalion." Napolcan was right. He had a true concept of 

\ 

God. God is really on the side of the strongest peoples because God 
made all men equal and He never gave superior power to anyone 
class or group of people over another, and anyone \vho can get 
the advantage over another is pleasing God, because that is the 
servant who has taken care of God's command ill exercising 
authority over the world. 

-0-

THE IMAGE OF GOD 

I f the white man has the idea of a white God, let him worship 
his God as he desires. If the yellow man's God is of his race let 
him worship his God as he sees fit. "Ve, as Negroes, have found a 
new ideal. Whilst our God has no color, yet it is human to see 
eve rything through one's own spectacles, and since the white 
pecpte have seen their God through white spectacles, we have 
only now started out (late though it be) to see our God through 
our own spectacles. The God of Isaac and the God of Jacob let 
Him exist for the race that believes in the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob· We Negroes believe in the God of Ethiopia, the 
everlasting God-God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Ghost, the One God of all ages. That is the God in whom ,ve 
helieve, bnt we shall worshlp rum through the spectacles of 
Ethiopia. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE SLAVE TRADE 

Three hundred yea rs ago no Negroes were to be found in 
this vVestern Hemisphere, we were to be found exclusively in 
Africa. Just about that time a large number of white people 
(called Colonists) settled in America. They desired laborers to 
help them ill the country's development. They turned to Asia 
and were ullable to USe the yellow man . At that time a man 
named John Hawldns (afterwards knighted) ask ed permission of 
Queen Elizabeth of England to take the blacks from Africa into 
her colonies of America anel the West Indies and use them in their 
development. The Queen asked, "what consideration will yon 
give them 1" Hawkins said " They will be civilized and Christian­
ized in the Colonies, for in their own country they are savages and 
barbarians. " 

Under these pretenses the British Queen signed a charter 
empowering John Hawkins and others to remove from Africa 
millions of our fore-parents-men. women'and children- who were 
sold in the slave markets of the Southern States of America and 
the \.vest Indies. Parents were separated from children, husbands 
from wives· All scattered in this Western Hemisphere to work 
in the cotton fields of the Southern States of America and the 
sugar plantations of the West Indies. 

The Negroes who were sold in the West Indies remained as 
slaves for two hundred and thirty years and those sold in America 
for two hundred and fifty years. The West Indian Negroes were 
emancipated eighty five years ago by Queen Victoria of England, 
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and tbe American Negroes fifty eight years ago by Abraham 
Lincoln. 

We-the Negroes in this "Vestern Hemisphere are descepdants 
of those Africans who were enslaved and transported to these 
shores, where they suffered, bled and died to make us what we 
are today-Civilized, Christian free men. Shouldwe not, therefore, 
turn our eyes towards Africa, our ancestral home and free it 
from the thraldom of alien oppression and exploitation I 

BAlME. UBRARY 
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NEGROES ' STATUS UNDER ALIEN GOVERNMENTS . 

Within modern times the Negro race has not had any real 
statesmen, and the masses of our people have always accepted the 
intentions and actions ?f the statesmen and leaders of other races 
as being directed in our interest as a group in conjunction with 
the interests of others. Such a feeling On OUr pa rt caused us to. 
believe that the Constitution of the United States was writ ten 
fo r Negroes, as well as the Constitution's of England, France, 
Italy, Germany and other countries where Negroes happen to have 
their present domicile, either as citizens or as subjects. 

That we suffer so much today under whatsoever flag we Jive 
is proof positive that constitutions and laws, when framed by 
the early advocates of human liberty, never included and were 
never intended for us as a people. It is only a question of sheer 
accident that we happen to be fellow citizens today with the de­
cendants of those who, through their advocacy, laid the founda­
tion for human rights. 

So this brings us to the point where, as a people, we can. 
expect very little from the efforts of present day statesmen of 
other races, in that their plans, (as far as advantages to be de­
rived therefrom are concerned) are laid only in the interests of 
their own people and not in the interest of Negroes; hence it is 
imperative that Negroes as a people evolve just at this time" 
statesmanship sufficiently able to cope with the designs and 
movements that are being made that ;vill (e.."<cept we prevent it) 
ultimately mean our doom and destruction. 
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THE NEGRO AS AN INDUSTRIAL MAKE-SHIFT 

The Negro's prosperity today, limited as it is, is based upon 
the foundation laid by an alien race that is not disposed to go 
out of its way to prepare for the economic existence of anyone else 
but itself; therefore our present prosperity as far as employment 
goes, is purely accidental. It is as accidental to-day;j.s it was dur­
ing the war of 1914-18 when colored men were employed in differ­
ent occupations, not because they were \\1anted, but because they 

I
were filling the places of men of other races who werc not avail­
able at that time. Negroes are still filling places, and as time goes 
4)n and the age grows older our occupations will be gone from us, 
;'because those for whom we filled the places will soon appear, and 
-as they do we shall gradually find our places among the millions 
·-of permanent unemployed. The th.ing for the Negro to do there­
Jore, is to adjust his own economic present, in readiness for the 
future. 

A race that is solely dependent upon anothe( for its economic 

l existence sooner or later dies. As we Mve in the past been liv­
I ing upon the mercies shown us by others, and by the chances ob­

taina.ble, and have suffered therefrom, so will "'c in the future 
suffer if an effort is not made now to adjust our OW11 affairs. 
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LACK OF CO-OPERATION IN THE NEGRO RACE 

It is so hard, so difficult to find mcn who will stick to a pur­
pose ,who will maintain a principle for the worth of that prin­
ciple, for the good of that purpose, and if thcrc is a race that 
needs such men in the world today, God Almighty knows it is 
the race of which I am a member. 

The race needs men of vision and ability. 1Ilen of character 
and above all men of honesty, and that is so hard to find. 

Tbe greatest stllDlbling block in the way of progress in the 
race has invariably come from within the race itself. The monkey 
,,,"ench of destruction as thrown into the cog: of Negro Progress, 
is not thrown so much by the outsider as by the very fellow 
who ;s in OUr fold, and who should be the first to grease the wheel 
of progress rather than seeking to impede it. 

But notwithstanding the lack of sympathetic co-operation, I 
have one consolation-That I cannot get away from the race, and 
so long as I am in the race and since I have Sense and judgment 
enough to kuow what affects the race affects me, it is my duty 
to help the race to clear itself of those things that affect us in 
common. 
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WHITE MAN 'S SOLUTION FOR THE NEGRO PROBLEM 
IN AmanCA 

Immediately after the signing of the Emancipation Proclama­
tion in America, the white man started to think how_ he could 
solve the new problem of the Negro. 

He saw that the Negro could not be slanghtered by whole­
sale killing in that it would be a blot on American civilization, 
he therefore had to resort to some means of solving the problem, 
which meant the extinction of the Negro in America. 

-The plan he decided on was as follows: 

"Now that America is undeveloped and we have but 
34,000,000 in population (30,000,000 being white and 
4,000,000 black> a number not large enough to develop 
the country as we want it, we will use the 4,000,000 blacks 
until we have built np the country, sufficiently and when 
we no longer need their labor, we will throw them off and 
let them starve economically and die of themselves, or 
emigrate elsewhere, we care not where. Then no one can 
accuse us of being inhuman to the Negro as we shall not 
have massacred him. IJ 

A hearty welcome is extended to white people from all parts 
pf the world to come to and settle in America. They come in by 
the thousands every month. Why? The idea is to build up a vast 

I ;white population in America, so as to make the white people in­
liependent of Negro labor; thereby depriving them of the means 
pf livelihood, the wherewithal to buy bread, which means that in 
a shorL while they will die of starvation. 

Those of us who study industrial conditions among the raee 
, must have noticed that Negroes in America have been thrown out 
1, pf jobs that they oeeupied formerly, and their positions taken by 
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European Immigrants. Now if the white people have not r eached 
the apex of their intention industrially, as far as the development 
of the country is concerned, and they ha ve exhibited such a degree 
of prejudice since they started their plan; how much more pre­
judiced will they not become in the next one hundred years when 
their population will be doubled by emigration and birthrate! 
This is the problem the Negro has to face in America, 
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THE TRUE SOLUTION OF THE NEGRO PROBLEM-1922 

As iar as Negroes arc concerned, in America we have the 
problem. of lynching,pconage and dis·franchisement. 

In the West Iudies, South and Central Ameriea we have the 
problem of peonage, serfdom, industrial and political govern­
mental incquality. 

In Afric,," we have, not only peonage and serfdom, but out­
right. slavcl'Y, racial exploitation and alien political monopoly . 

\Ve cannot allow a continuation of these crimes against our 
race. As fOUl' hunched million men .. women and children, worthy 

\ 

or the existence given us by the Divine Crca'tol', we are die­
tCl'mincd to solve our own problem, by redeeming our 1\'fotherland 
Africa from the hands of alien exploiters and found there a gov­
C'l'nn)cnt, a nation of our own) strong enough to lend protection to 
the mcmbcl'~ of our I'ace scattered all over t.he world, and to com· 
pel the l'especl of lhe nations and l'aees of lhe earth. 

Do they lynch Englishmcn, Frenchmcn, Germans Or Japan. 
ese? No. And Why? Because these people a1'C represent.ed by 
g'l'C'ut govcl'nn"tents, mig-hty nations and cmpires, strongly organ· 
i"ed. Yes. and evcl' ready t.o shed the Ill.St dl'op of blood and 
spcnd Ihe lasl penny in the nnlionnl tl'cas\ll'y to pl'otect Ihe honor 
Ilnd integrity of a citizen outraged anywhcre. 

Until thc Negro reaches this point of national independ­
ence, all he does ag a race will count for naught, because t.he pre­
judice t.hat will stand out against. him even with his ballot in his 
hand, with his industrial progress to show, will be of such fin 
oveJ'whelmning nature as to perpetuate mob violence and mob 
rule, fl'om which he will suifer, and which he will not be able to 
stop with his industl'ial wealth and witll his ballot. 

You may argue t.hat he can use his industrial wealth and his 
ballot to force the governmcnt to recognize him, but he must 
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understand that the government is the people. That the majority 
of the people dictate tbe policy of governments, and if the major­
ity are against a measure, a thing, or a race, then the govern­
ment is impotent to protect tbat measure, tbing or race. 

If tbe Negro were to live in this Western Hemispbere for an­
otber five hundred years he would still be outnumbered by other 
races who are prejudiced against him. He cannot resort 
to the government for protection for government will be in the 
bands of the majority of the people who are prejndiced against 
bim, hence for the Negro to depend on the ballot and his industrial 
progress alone, will be hopeless as it does not belp him when he 
is lynched, burned, jim-crowed and segregated. The future of the 
Negro therefore, outside of Africa, spells ruin and disaster. 
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WHITE PROPAGANDA ABOUT AFRICA 
This propaganda of dis-associating Western Negroes from 

Africa is not a new one. For many years white propagandists 
have been printing tOllS of literature to impress scattered 
Ethiopia, especially that portion witbin tbeir civilization, witb tbe 
idea tbat Africa is a despised place, inhabited by savages, and 
cannibals, where no civilized human being should go, especially 
black civilized human beings. This propaganda is promulgated 
for the cause that is being realized today. That cause is COLON­
IAL EXPANSION for the white nations of the world. 

At the present time the world is not producing enougb 
food to feed all its inhabitants. Tbe strong are fed and tbe 
weak starve. That is 1vhy there are famines in certain countries, 
even tbougb those countries produce certain things for human 
consumption. The strong go tbere and take the food and send 
it home just as how Great Britain and France go into Africa, take 
out the products and ship them away to feed Europeans and 
leave Africans to starve. The strong will always live at the ex­
pense of tbe weak. 

This rush for territory, tbis encroachment on lands, is only 
a desire of the strong races, especially the white race, to get hold 
of tbose portions and bits of land necessary for their economic 
existence, knowing well, that, in another two hundred years, 
there will not be enough supplies in the world for all of its inhabi­
tants. The weaker peoples must die . At present Negroes are 
the weakest people and if we do not get power and strength now 
we shall be doomed to extermination. 
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THE THREE STAGES OF THE NEGRO IN CONTACT :wITH 
THE WHITE MAN 

I believe, as far as the Negro is concerned politically, that 
there are three stages relating to our contact with tbe white man: 

The First Stage in the life of the Negro in tbis Western 
{ Hemisphere was the stage when the white man shackled us in 
l.! Africa and brought us here and kept us for two hundred and fifty 
'f years. During this period we worked and received no recompense, 
I. no pay for our labor, and we were satisfied because of the white 
,. man's Ohristian teaching "Learn to labor and to wait.)) 

The Second Stage was the thing called Emancipation, which 
we bave enjoyed for fifty-eigbt years. This stage came when they 
gave us partial freedom, and a petty existence by way of wages, 
and we were satisfied during that stage to do just what they told 
us to do. We worked for small wages and voted Republican Dem­
ocratic and so forth, until after fifty-eight year:; we discovered 
tbat a change was necessary. 

Now we bave entered into tbe Third Stage of our existence, 
,vberein we say to the wbite man" After two bundred and fifty 
years of slavery and fifty eight years of partial freedom under 
your leadership we are going to try but fifty years under our own 
direction. 

This new stage calls for all tbe manbood within tbe race and 
means tbat we must throw off all the conditions that affected us 
in the first and second stages, and go out and do--acquit our­
selves like mell in the economic, industrial and political arena. 
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BOOKER T. WASHINGTON 'S PROGRAM 

The world held up the great Sage of Tuskegee-Booker T. 
Washington-as the only leadel' for the race. They looked for­
wal'd to him and 1lis teachings as the leadership for all times, not 
calculatin g thut the industrially educated Negro would himself 
cvolve " ncw ideal, after having been trained by the Sage of 
'l'nskcgec. 

The world salisfied itself to believe that succeeding Negro 
leaders would foll ow absoilltely the teachings of \ iVashington. Un· 
fortunately the world is having a rude a/wakening, in that we are 
evolving a new ideal. The new ideal includes the program of 
Booker T. vVashingtol1' and has gone much further. 

Things have changed wonderfully since Washington came 
on tho scene. His vision was industrial opportunity for the 
Negro, but the Sage of Tuskegee has passed off the stage of life 
and left behind a new problem-a problem that must be solved, 
1I0t by th e industrial leader only, but by the political and military 
leaders as well. 

If vVashingtoll had lived he would have had to change his 
program. No leader con successfully lead this race of ours with­
ant g iving an intcl'})l'ctnlion of the awakened spirit of the New 
Negro, who does not seek indnstrial opportnnity alone, but a 
political voice. The world is amazed at the desire of the New 
Negro, for with his strong voice he is demanling a pLace in the 
affairs of men. 
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BELIEF THAT RACE PROBLEM WILL ADJUST ITSELF A 
FALLACY 

Some of our leaders in the Negro race flatter themselves into 
believing that the problem of black and white ill Amedca will 
work itself out, and that all the Negro has to do is to be humble, 
submissive and obedient, and everything win work ant well in the 
"Sweet bye and bye". nut the l:;cell student will observe this,­
that a terrible migta.kc was made between forty and fifty years 
ago when black men were elected to legislative assemblies all over 
the country, especially in the southern states and even at the 
National Capitol when representatives of this race occupied seats 
in Congress. The mistake was made as far as the white people 
were concern'ed. There was a state of dis-organization in the Na­
tion, and in that state certain things happened by mere chance. In 
the chance, dozens of black men became Senators and Congress­
men. This opened up to the eyes of the white nation the possi­
bility of the black man governing the white man in these United 
States of America-the possibility of the black man making laws 
to govern the white man! This possibility drove them almost to 
madness, in suddenly rejecting the spirit of the constitution and 
the Declaration of Lincoln Lhat "all men are created equal", hence 
:l determination was arrived at, that never again would it be possi­
ble for the race of slaves to govern' the race of masters within 
these United States of America. 

Some of us believe that this slave race of ours will live 
in the United States of America and in the future again become 
law, makers for the white race (our slave masters of sixty years 
ago). Nothing of the kind has happened in all human history. 
There is not one instance where a slave race living in the same 
country (within' the same bounds as the race of masters that en­
slaved them and being in numbers less than the race of masters) 
has ever yet ruled and governed the masters. It has never been so 
In history, and it will never be so in the future. The hidden spirit 
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of America is determined that it shall never be, caring not what 
hopes and promises we get. 

But history has recorded wbere a r ace of slaves througb evo­
lution, througb progress, has risen to the heights where they 
ruled and dominated those who once enslaved them, but that 
raCe of slaves has always had to betake itself to other habi­
tats (usually their own native land) and there, apart from those 
fvho once enslaved them, developed a power of their own, a 
strength of their own, and in the higher developmeut of that 
strength, and of that power, they, like o thers, have made conquests, 
and the conquests sometimcs have enabled them to enslave those 
,vho once enslaved them. So for us to encourage the idea that one 
day Negroes will rise to the highest in the administration of this 
;white government, is only encouraging a vain hope. 

The only wise thing for us as ambitious Negroes to do, is 
to organize the world over, and build up for the race a mighty 
nation of Ollf own in Africa. And this race of ours that can 
not get recognition and respect in the country where we were 
slaves, by using our own ability, power and genius, would 

.90velop for ourselves in another country in our habitat a nation 
l>f our own, and be able to send back from that country,-from 
that native habitat-to the country where we were once en· 
slaved, representatives of our race, that would get as mllJ)li 
r espect as any other ambassadors from any other race or nation. 

BALME LIBRARY 
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~XAMPLES· OF WHITE CHRISTIAN CONTROL OF AFRICA 

The world has seen many fair examples of white Christian 
control of Africa: 

The outrages of Leopold of Belgium, when he butchered thou­
sands of our defenceless brothers and sisters in the Belgian 
Congo, and robbed them of their rubber. 

The natives of Kenya South East Africa armed with sticks 
and stones rebelled against the injustices and brutality of the 
English, and were hewn down by machine guns, because they 
ilid not supply the demands of the invaders. 

The Hottentots of South West Africa in rebellion against 
similar brutality and exploitation, using spears and leather shields 
to protect themselves, were bombed from aeroplanes by the Chris­
lian j whites. 

The above are but few examples of the many atrocities 
.committed on our defenceless brothers and sisters in Africa by 
!"hite exploiters and invaders. Surely the introduction of chemi­
eal gas among the natives of Africa would place them in a better 
position to handle II the alien disturbers of African peace. " 

It strikes me that with all the civilization this Western Hemis 
phere affords, Negroes ought to take better advantage of the 
eause of higher education. We could make of ourselves better 
mechanics an~ scientists, and in cases where we can help our 
brothers in Africa by making use of the knowledge we possess, 
it would be but our duty. If Africa is to be redeemed the Western 
Negro will have to make a valuable contribution along technical 
and scientiiic lines. 
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THE THOUGHT BEHIND THEIR DEEDS 
Behind the murder of millions of Negroes annuafiy in .Africa 

is th e well organized system of exploitation by the alien intruders 
who desire to rob Africa of every bit of its weal th for the satis­
faction of their race and the upkeep of their bankrupt European 
countries. 

If We of the Western World take no interest in the bigher 
development of the African natives, it will mean that in another 
[nmdred years historians and writers will tell us that the black 
man once inhabitcd Africa, just as the North American I ndian 
once inhabited America. But those of us who lead are well versed 
In Western civilization and are determined tbat the black man 
shall not be a creature of the past, but a full-fledged man of the 

I present and a power to ~ f'~ckoned wi th in the future. 

SIMILARITY OF PERSECUTION 

Christ came into the world centuries ago to redeem lost man­
kind. From the age of twelve to His Cmcifixion He taugbt the 
doctrine of salvation without fear of the great and mighty ones 
of His day. But His fcllow J ews became jealous of His snccess 
and sought means to get rid of Him. They argued among them­
selves saying, (lRow can we do it. \~TC have no power, no judges, 
and if we Jay hands upon Him, He will have us apprehended by the 
Rom an authorities. The best thing we can do is to frame him up ". 
So they made certain statements to the Roman Government which 
had Jesus incarcerated, while His brother Jews shouted with joy 
as they had accomplished their desire. 

\"'hen Jesus was brought to trial Pontius Pilate, the Gover· 
nor, did not care to send Him to prison as He had not interfered 
',with the honor and reputation of any Roman citizen, and the 
!/.'tomans were not jealous or" the work of this Jew. But the J ews 
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:who were jealous of Christ ~aid, (I This man is preaching against 
Oaesar and the State; He is preaching the doctrine of rebellion 
~mong the peaceful Jews and citizens of the State; if you do not 
convict this mao, you are not a friend of Caesar". Pilate being 
thus forced against his will, was compelled to decide against 
Jesus, even though he knew tha.t Jesus had done no wrong. 

Aiter He was condemned Pilate still hoped to get his con­
science clear by letting Jesus go, in that he Pilate was empowered 
to release one criminal on Feast Day. \Vhen the time came for 
the condemned men to be crucified Pilate asked them to choose 
between Ban-abas, the robber and Jesus whom they called the 
King of the Jews, and they cried, "Crucify Jesus and let Barrabas 
go". Pilate said, "What evil hath he done", but they cried the 
nore 'ICrucify him". 

So we have a relative position at this time. Selfish, jealous 
Negroes know they can do nothing to impede the progress of 
the Universal Negro Improvement Association, and if left alone 
we w:ill go on organizing Negroes throughout the world, so they 
say: ClV'le cannot handle Garvey and his Organization, as we 
have no power, let us go to the State and Federal authorities, and 
frame him up, let us say he is an anarchist, a seditionist and is 
speaking against the government ". Like the Jews of old, they 
ery "Crucify him/' or rather, "Seud him to prison, deport him." 

During Christ's sojourn on earth He taught many lessons, 
among them: "l3lessed are they which are persecuted for right­
eousness" sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." This dec­
laration has inspired men through all ages to make their sacrifice 
ill the cause of human libelty. 

When we recount the many noble deeds of the heroes and 
martyrs of the various nations and races of the world, who nave 
sacrificed their lives in the cause of freedom, we will readily rea­
lize that this declaration of Christ has proved itself true. Through 

I 
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the sacrifice of J esus and tbe yielding up of His life on Calvary's 
Cross, the world today has caught an inspiration that will live 
forever. In tbe time when He taught His doctrine f ew men be­
lieved in and follOiWed H im, but after the lapse of centuries we find 
that Christialu ty has become tbe greatest moral f orce in the 
world. As with Christianity, so with every great human: Move­
ment taught under similar circumstances. 

May we not say to ourselves that the doctrine J esus taught­
that of redeeming mankind-is tbe doctrine we ourselves must 
teach in the redemption of our struggling. race 1 Let us there­
fore cling fast to the great ideal we have before us. This t ime it 

/

" is not the ideal of redeeming the world, such as was the idea~ of 
Jesus, but it is the ideal of redeeming and saving 400,000,000 
souls who have suffered for centuries f rom the persecution of 
alien races. As Christ by His teachings, His sufferings and His 
death, triumphed over His foes, through the resurrection, so do 
we hope that out of our suffcrings and persecutions of today we 
will triumph in the resurrection of our newborn race. . 
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SHALL THE' NEGRO BE EXTERMINATED? 
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The Negro now stands at the cross roads of human destiny. 
H e is at the p lace where he must either step forward or back­
ward. If he goes backward he dies; if he goes forward it will be 
with the hope of a greater life. Those of us who have developed 
our minds scientifically are compelled, by duty, to step out among 
the millions of the unthinking- masses and convince them of the 
seriousness of the age in which we live. 

From Adam and Eve 

We are either On the way to a higher racial existence or 
racial extermination. This much is known and realized by every 
t houghtful race and nation; hence, we have the death struggle 
of the different races of Europe and Asia in the scramble of the 
survival of the fittest race. 

As we look a t things we see that the great world in which we 
live has undergone much change since the time of the creation. 
When God created the world, and all therein, He handed His 
authority over to the two beings He created in His own image; 
namely, Adam and Eve. From the time of Adam and Eve the 
human race has multiplied by leaps and bounds. Where we once 
had two persons to exercise authority over the world, we to-day 
have one billion five hundred million'S claiming authority and 
possession of the same world that was once the property of the 
two. 

The Tragedy of Race Extinction 

When the Coloni~ of America desired possession of the 
land they sa\~ that a \veak aboriginal race was in their way. What 
did they do? They got hold of them, killed them, and buried them 
underground. This is a fair indication of what will happen to 
~he weaker peoples of the world in another two or three hundred 
years when the stronger races will have developed themselves 
to the position of c!!mplete mastery of aU things material. They 
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will not t hen as they have not in the past, allow a weak and de­
fenceless race to stand in their way, especially if in their doing 
so th ey wil l endanger their happiness, their comfort and their 
pleasures. These are the thin'gs that strike the thoughtful Negro 
as being dangerous, and these are the things that cause us who 
make up the Universal Negro ·Improvement Association to be 
fighting tenaciollsly for the purpose of building up a st rong 
Negro race, so as to make it impossible for us to be exterminated 
in t he future to make room for the stronger races, even as the 
North American Indian has been exterminated to make room for 
the great whi te man on this North All1crica n continent. 

The illiterate and sha llow~mindcd Negro who can sec no far­
~ her than his nose is now the greatest stumbling block in the way 
of the race. H e tells us that we must be satisfied wi th our con­
dition; that we must not think of building up a nation of OUr own, 
tha t we must not seek to organize ourselves racially, but that we 
must depend upon the good feeling of the other fellow for the 
so lution of the problem that now confronts us. This is a danger­
ous policy and it is my duty to warn the four hunrdred million 
Negroes of the world against this kind of a leadership-a leader­
sh ip that will try to make Negroes believe that all will be ,veil 
without their taking upon th emselves the task of bettering their 
<audition politically. industrially, educationally and otherwise. 

The time has come for those of us who have the vision of the 
futur e to inspire OUr people to a closer kinship, to a closer love 
of self, because it is only through this appreciation of self will 
we be able to rise to that higher life that will make us not an 
exti lrct race in the future, bu t a race of men fit to survive. 

The P rice of leadership 

Those of us whO' are blazing the way in this new propaganda 
of the Universal Negro Improvement Association to enlighten 
OUf people everywhere are at times very much annoyed and dis­
eOUl-aged by the act s of our own people in t hat consciously 01' un-
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consciously they do so many things to hurt our deeper f eeling 
of loyalty and love for the race. But what can we do? Can we 
{orsJ.kc them be.:ause they hurt OUr feelings? Surely not. Pain­
ful though it may be to be interfered with anti handicapped in the 
performance of the higher sense of duty, yet we must, martyr­
like, make up our minds and our hearts to pay the price of leader­
ship_ ,,,,r e must be sympathetic, we must be forgiving, we must 
T(·ally have forbearance,s;; that when the ignorant and illiterate 
ft,How who happens to be a member of your own race stands up 
to block the passage of some cause that you believe would be 
to his benefit and to yours as a people you will be able to over­
look him, even though hl fosters his opposition with the greatest 
amount 0 f insult to your intelligence and to your dignity. 

Tbe excuse that some of our most brilliant men give for not 
identifying themselves with race movements is, that they cannot 
tolerate the interference of the illiterate Negro, who, being a mem­
ber of the same organization' will attempt to dictate what you 
should do in the interest of the race, when his act is based upon 
no deeper judgment than his like or dislike for the person he is \ 
opposing, 01' the satisfaction it would give him to embarrass the 
person he feels like opposing. :Many an able leader is lost to his 
race because of this fear, and sometimes we must admit the rea­
fonableness of this argument; but as I have said leadership means 
martyrdom, leadership means sacrifice, leadership means giving 
up one's personality, giving up of everything for the cause that 
is worth while. It is only because of that feeling that I personally 
continue to lead the Universal Negro Improvement Association, 
hecause like every other leader, I have had to encounter the op· 
position, the jealousy, the plotting of men who take advantage 
(' f the situation, siIllply because they happen to be members of 
the organization, and that we may have to depend upon their vote 
one way or the other for the good of the cause. Not that some 
.:>f us care one rO\v of pins about what the other fellow thinks, 
but when it is considered that we can only achieve success through 
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harmony and unity, then it can be realized how much one has to 
sacrifice as a leader for getting that harmony tha t is necessary 
to bring about the results that are desired. 

The White Race 

We desire harmony and unity to-day more than ever, because 
it is only through the bringing together of the four hundred 
million Negroes into one mighty bond that we can snceessfully 
pilot our way through the avenues of opposition and the oceans 
of difficulLies that scom to confront us, When it is considered 
that the great whi te race is making a herculean struggle to be­

.... ome tbe only surviving race of the centuries, and when it is 
further considered that the great yell""v race under the leadership 
of Japan is making a like struggle, then morc than ever the seri­
ousness of the situation can be realized as far as our race is con­
cerned. If we sit snpinely by and allow

l 
the great white race to 

l ift itself in numbers and in power, it wIll mean! that in another 
five hundred years this full grown race of white men will in turn ' 
cx~crnIinate the weaker race of black mon for the purpose of find­
ing enough room all this limited mundane sphere to accommodate 
th at race which will have numerically multiplied itself into many 
billions. This is the danger point. What will become of the 
Negro in another five hundred years if he does not organize now 
to develop and to protect himsel f? The answer is that he will 
be exterminated for the purpose of making room for the other 
races that will be strong enough to hold their own against the 
oppositioll of all and sundry. 

An appeal to the Intellig-entsia 

The leaders hip of the Negro of to-day must be able to 10cMe 
t he .race, and not only lor to-day but [or all times. It is in the 
desire to locate the Negro in a position of prosparity and happi 
ness in the future that the Universal Negro Improvement Asso­
dation is making this great fight fo r the race's emancipation 
overy,where and the founding of a great African govern1nent. 
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Every sober-minded Negro will ' see immediately the reason why 
we should sup.port a movement of this kind. If we w ill survive 
then it must be done through our own effort, through our own 
energy. No race of weaklings can survive in the days of to ... 
morrow, because they wi ll be hard and strenuous days fraught with 
many difficulties. 

I appeal to the higher intelligence as well as to the illiterate . 
groups of Our race. vVe must work together. Those of us who 
are better positioned intellectually must exercise forbearance with 
the illi terate and help them to see the right. If we happen to be 
members o f the same organization, and the illiterate man tries 
to embarras y<>u, do not become disgusted, but remember that 
he does it because he does not know better, and it is your duty to 
forbear and forgive because the ends that we serve a.re not of 
self, but for the higher development of the entire raee. It is on 
this score, it is on this belief, that I make the sacrifice of self to 
help this downtrodden race of mine. Nevertheless, I say there is 
a limit to human patiencr, and we should not continue to provok~ 
the other fellow against his human feelings for in doing so we may 
be b\lt bringil!g down upon our OWl! heads the pillars of the temple 



G8 PHILOS OPHY AND OPINIONS 

AFRICA FOR THE AFRICANS 

For five years th e Un'iversal Negro Improvement Association 
]l a .s been ad vocatin g the cause of Africa for the Africans- that 
is, that th e Negro peoples o f the world should concentrate upon 
the obj ect o f buildin g up [o r th emselves a great natio n in Africa. 

\?!,Then w O s ta rted our p ropaganda towa rd this end several of 
the so-ca ll ed inlcllcct u<tt Negroes who have been bamboozlin'g the 
r ace for over half a ce ntury said that \Ve were crazy, that the 
N egro peopl es o f the western world were not in'te rest cd in Africa 
and could not live in Afri ca. O ne editor and leader went so far as 
to say at his so-call ed Pan-A fri can Congress that American Ne­
groes could not live in A frica, beca use thq clima te was too hot. All 
kinds o f arg uments have been adduced by these N eg ro intellec­
Lua ls aga il1s t Lh e COlol'iza tion o f A fri ca by the blaek ra ce. Some 
said that the black man would ult imately wo rk out his existence 
alongside o f th e white man in count ries fo unded a nd established 
by th e la tter\ Th erefo re, it was not necessa ry for Negroes to 
seek an independent na tionality o f their o wn, The old tim e stories 
of "A fri ca n fever," HA fr ica n bad climate," ((A fri can mosquitos," 
('Africa n savages," have been repeated by these " brai nl ess intel­
lectu als" o f ours as a scare aga inst our people in A merica and 
th o ¥/est Indi es ta king a kindly interest in th e new program o f 
building n. ra cial empire of our own in our l\fotherl and, Now 
that yea rs have rolled by a nd th e Universal Negro Improvement 
Associa tion has made th e ci rcuit o f th e wo rld with its propaganda, 
we find eminent s tatesmen a nd leaders o f the \vhit e race coming 
out bo ldly advocating th e ca use of coloni zin g A frica with the 
N egroes o f th e wes tern wo rld . A yea r ago Senator rvIacCulIum 
o( the l'vIiss issippi Legislature int roduced a resoluti on in the House 
[ 0 1· the purpose o [ petiLioning Lhe Cong ress o f the United S tates 
of A merica and the Presid ent to use their good influence in secur­
ing (rom the A llies sufl"ic ient territory in Africa in liquidation of 
the war debt, which territory should be used for the establishing o( 
on independent nation for American' Negroes. About lhe same 
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time Senator France of :rvIaryland gave expression to a similar ' 
desire in the Senate of the United States, During II speech on the 
"Soldiers' Bonus," He said: "We owe a big debt to 
Mrica and one which we have too long ignored. I neeC{ 
not enlarge upon our peculiar interest in the obligation to the 
'people of Africa. Thousands of Americans have for years been 
'contributing to the missionary ~vork which has been carried out 
Iby the noble men nnd women who have been sent out in that field 
by the churches of America." 

Germany To The Front 

This reveals a real change on the part of prominent states-' 
'men in their attitude on the African question. ([hen comes an~ 
lather suggestion from Germany, for which Dr. Heinrich Schnee,' 

/

Ia former Governor of German East Africa, is author. This Ger­
man statesman suggests in an interview given out in Berlin, and 
published in New York, that America takes over the mandatories 
of Great Britain and France in Africa for the colonization of 
American Negroes, Speaking on the matter, he says uAs regards 
the attempt to colonize Africa with the surplus American colored 
'population, this would in a long way settle the vexed problem,' 
land under the plan such as Senator France has outlin'ed, might 

/

tnable France and Great , Britain to discharge their duties to the ' 
United States, anr:! simultaneously ease the burden of German 
reparations which is paralyzing economic life," 

vVith e..xpressions as above quoted from prominent world 
'statesmen, and from the demands made by such men as Senators 
France and McCullum, it is clear that the question of African' 
nationality is n'ot a far-fetched one, but is as reasonable and feasi­
ble as was the idea of an American n'ationality, 

A "Program" At Last 

I trust that the Negro peoples of the world are nQw convin-l 
,ced that the work of the Universal Negro I mprovement Asso-, 
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cia1:ion is not a visionary onc, but very practical, and that it is 
not so far {etched, but can be realized in a short while if the en­
tire race will only co-operate and work toward the desired end. 
NoW' that the work of our organization has started to bear fruit 
we find that some of these "doubting Thomases" of three and 
(our years ago are endeavoring to mix themsclvves up with the 
popular idea of rehabilitating Mrica in the in terest of the Negro 
They are now advancing spurious ((programs" and in a short 
while will endeavor to force thcmsclvcJ upon the public as advo­
cates and leaders of the African idea. 

It is felt that those who have followed the cJ.reer of the 
Universal Negro Improvement Association will not allow them­
selves to be deceived by these Negro opportunists who have al­
ways sought to live off the ideas of other people. 

Th~ Dream Of A NegTo Empire 

It is only a quest ion of a few more years when Africa will 
be completely colonized by Negroes, as Europe is by the.white 
race. vVjhat we want is an independent African nationality, and 
if America is to help the Negro peoples of the world establish 
such a nationality, then we welcome the assistance. 

It is hoped that wheil the time comes for American and \iVest 
Indian Negroes to settle in Africa, they will realize their responsi­
bility and their duty. It will not be t o go to Africa for the purpose 
of exercising an over-lordship over the natives, but it shall be the 
purpose of the Universal Negro Improvement Association to have 
~stablished in Africa that brotherly co-operation: which will make 
the interests of tbe Afriean native and the American and West 
Indian Negro one and the same, that is to say, we shall enter 
into a common partnership to build up Afriea in the interests of 
Our race. 

Oneness Of futerests 

E verybody knows that th~re is absohitely no differenee be· 
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tween the native Mrican and the American and West Indian Ne­
groes, in that we are descendants from one conunon family stock. 
It is only a matter of accident that we have been divided an'd kept 
o.part for over three hun'dred years, but it is felt that when the 
'time has come for us to get hack together, we shall do so in the 
ispirit of brotherly love, and any Negro who expects that he will 
be assisted here, there or anywhere by the Universal Negro Im­

IIProvcment Association to exercise a haughty superiority over the 
fellows of his own race, makes a tremenduous mistake. Such men 
had better remain where they are and not attempt to become in 

,Ian), way interested in the higher development of Africa. 

The Negro has had enough of the vaunted practice of race 

~
uperiority as inflicted upon him by others, therefore he is not 
rcpared to tolerate a similar assumption on the part' of his own 
cople. In America and the West Indies, we have Negroes who 
clieve themselves so much above their fellows as to cause them 

Ito think that any readjustment in the affairs of the race should 
be placed in their hands for them to exercise a kind of an auto-

Icratic and despotic control as others have done to us for cen­
turies. Again I say, it would be advisable for such Negroes to 

t
ake their hands and minds off the now popular idea of colonizing 
t\{rica in the interest of the Negro race, because th eir being iden­
t:rficd with this new program will not in any way_help us because 
lof the existing feeling amon'g Negroes everywhere not to tolerate 
the infliction of race or class superiority upon them , as is the de­
sire of the self-appointed and self-created race leadership that we 
have been having for the l,jst fi fty years. 

The Basis Of An African Aristocracy. 

T he masses of Negroes in America, the West Indies, South 
p.nd Central America are in sympathetic accord with the aspira­
tions of the native Africans. We desire to help them build up 
IAfrica as a Negro Empire, where every black man', whether he 
~,'t3.s born in Africa or in the Western world, will have the oppor-
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tunity to develop' on his own lines under the protection of the most 
favorable democratic institutions. 

It will be useless, as before s tated, for bombastic Negroes to 
leave America and the West Indies to Igo to Africa, thinking that 
1hey will have privileged positions to inflict upon the race that bas­
tard aristocracy that they have tried to ma intain' in this W1cstern 
world at the expense of the masses, Africa sha ll develop an' aristo­
cracy of its own, but it sha ll be based upon service and loyalty 
to race. Let all Negroes work toward that end. Hecl that it is only 
a question of a few more years before our program will be ac­
repted not only by the few statesmen of America who are now 
interested in it, but by the strong statesmen of the world, as the 
cnly solution to the great race problem, There is no other way 
10 avoid the threatening war of the races that is bound to engulf all 
rr.ankind, which has been prophesied by the world's greatest think-
rs; there is no better method than by apportioning every race 

to its own habitat. 

T he time has really como for the Asiatics to govern them­
sC'lves in Asia, as the Europeans are in Europe and the \"'estern 
~vorld, so also is it wise for the Africans to govern themselves at 
10me, and thereby bring peace al~d satisfaction to the entire human 
family. 

BAlME LIBRARY 
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THE FUTURE AS I SEE IT 
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It comes to the individual, the race, the nation, once in a life 
time to decide upon the course to be pursued as a career. The 
hour has now struck for the individual Negro as well as the en· 
tire race to decide the course that will be pursued in the interest 
of our own liberty. 

vVe who make up the Universal Negro Improvement Asso­
ciation have decided that we shall go forward, upward and onward 
toward the great goal of human liberty. We have determined 
among ourselves that all barriers placed in the way of our prog­
ress must be removed, must be cleared away for we desire to see 
the light of a brighter day. 

The N ogre is Ready 

The Universal Negro Improvement Association for five years 
has been proclaim.ing to the world the readiness of the Negro to 
carve out a pathway for himself in the course of life. Men of 
other races and nations have become alarmed at this attitude of 
the Negro in his desire to do things for himself and by himself. 
This alarm has become so universal that organizations have been 
brought into being here, thcre and everywhere for the purpose of 

deterring and obstructing this forward move of our race. Propa­
ganda has been waged here, there and everywhere for the pur­
pose of misinterpreting the intention of this organization; some 
have said that this organization seeks to create discord and dis­
content among the races; some say we are organized for the pur­
pose of hating other people. Every sensible, sane and honest­
minded person knows that the Universal Negro Improvement 
Association has no such intention', \Ve are organized for the 
absolute purpose of bettering our condition, industrially, com­
mercially, socially, religioukly and politically. We arc organized 
not to hate other men, but to lift ourselves , and to demand respect 
of all humanity. vYe have a program that we believe to be 
righteous; we believe it to be just, and we have made up our 
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Illinds to lay down ourselves on the a ltar of sacrifice for t he 
realizat ion of this great hope of ours, based upon the foundation 
of righteousness. We declare to the world that Africa must be 
free, that the entire Negro race must be emancipated f rom 
jqdllstriaJ bondage, peonage and serfdom; we make no compro­
misc, we make no apology in this our declaration. We do not 
desire to creatc offense on the part of other races, but we are 
Gctermincd that we shall he heard, that we shall be given the 
rights to which we are entitled. 

The Propaganda Of Our Enemies 

For the purpose of creating doubts about the work of the 
Universal Negro Improvement Association, many attempts have 
been made to cast shadow and gloom over OUf work. They have 
even written the most uncharitable things about our organization; 
they have spoken so unkindly of our effort, but what do we care? 
They spoke unkindly and uncharitably about all the reform move­
ments that have helped in the bettemlellt of humanity. They 
lualigned the great movement of the Christian religion; they 
1L1aligned the great liberation movements of America, of France, 
of E ngland, of Russia; can we expect, then, to escape bei ng ma­
ligned in this, our desire for the liberation of Africa an{l the 
freedom of four hundred million Negroes of the world? 

We have unscrupulous men and organizations working in op­
position to us. Some trying to capitalize the new spirit that has 
co me to the Negro to make profit out of it to their own selfish 
benefit; some arC trying to set back the Negro from seeing the 
bope of his owrr liberty, and thereby poisoning our people's mind 
against t he motives of aUf organization; but every sensible far­
seeing Negro ill this enlightened age knows what propaganda 
means. It is t he medium of discrediting that which you are op­
posed to, so that the propaganda of ,our enemies will be of li ttle 
avail as soon as we are rendered able to carry to our peoples 
scattered throughout the world the true message of our great 
orgagnization. 
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Men of the N egro rac~, Ie<! me say to you that a greater 
fl1 ture is in store for us; we have no cause to lose hope, to be­
come faint-hearted. We ' must realize that upon ourselves de­
pend our destiny, our future ; we must carve out that future, that 
destiny, and we who make up the Universal Negro I mprovement 
Association have pledged ourselves that nothing in the world 
shall stand in our way, nothing in the world shall discourage us, 
but opposition shall make us work harder, shall bring us closer to­
gether so that as one man the millions of us will march on toward 
that goal that wc have set for ourselves. The new Negro shall 
not be deceived. The new Negro refuses to take advice from -
anyone who has not felt with him, and suffered with him. We 
have suffered for three hundred years, therefore we feel that 
the time has come when only those who have suffered with 
us can interpret our feelings and our spirit. It takes the slave 
to interpret the feelings of the slave; it takes the unfortunate 
man to interpret the spirit of his unfortunate brother; and 
so it takes the suffering Negro to interpret the spirit of his 
comrade. It is strange that so many people are interested in 
the Negro now, willing to advise him how to act, and what or­
ganizations he should join, yet nobody was interested in the Ne­
gro to the extent of not making him a slave for two hundred and 
fifty years, reducing him to industrial peonage and serfdom after 
he was freed j it is strange that the same people can be so inter­
ested in the Negro now, as to tell him what organization he should 
follow and what leader he should support. 

Whilst we are bordering on a future of brighter things, we 
are also at our danger period, when we must either accept the 
right philosophy, or go down by following deceptive propaganda 
>\',rhich has hemmed us in for many centuries. 

Deceiviln.g The People 

There is many a leader of our race who tells us that every-
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thing is well, and that all things will work out themselves and that 
a better day is coming. Yes, all of us know that a better day is 
coming; we all know that one day we will go home to Paradise, 
but whilst we are hoping by our Christian virtues to have an 
entry into Paradise we also realize that we are living on earth, 
and that the things that are practised in Paradise are n'dt prac­
ticed here. You have to treat this world as the world treats 
you j we arc living in a temporal , material age, an age of activ­
ity, an age of racial, national selfishness. What else can you 
expect but to give back to the world what the world gives to 
you, and we are calling upon th~ four hundred million Negroes 
of the world to take a decided stand, a determined stand, that 
we shall occupy a firm position; that position shall be an eman­
cipated race and a free nation of our own. We are determined 
th at we shall have a free country; we arc determined that we 
shall have a flag; we are determined that "'e shall have a govern­
ment second to llonc in tbe world, 

An Eye For An Eye 
Men may spurn the idea, they may scoff at it; the metro­

politan press of this country may deride us; yes, white men roay 
laugh at the idea of Negroes talking about government; but let 
me tell you there is going to be n government, and let me say to 
you also that whatsoever you give, in like measure it shall be re~ 
turned to you. The world is sinful, and therefore man believes 
in the doctrine of an eye for an eye, a tooth for n tooth. Every­
body believes that revenge is God's, but a.t the same time we arc 
men, and revenge sometimes springs up, even in the most Chris­
tian heart. 

Why should man write down II history that will react against 
him? Why should man perpetrate deeds of wiokcdness upon his 
brother which will return to him in like measure? Yes, the Ger­
mans maltreated the French in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870, 
but the Freneh got even with the Germans in 1918. It is history, 
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and history will repeat itself. Beat the Negro, brutalize the 
Negro, kill the Ncgro, burn the Negro, imprison the Negro, scoff 
at the Negro, deride the Negro, it may come back to you one of 
these fine days, because the supreme destiny of man is in the 
hands of God. God is no respecter of persons, whether that 
person be white, yellow or black. Today the one race is up, to­
morrow it has fallen; today the N el':ro seems to be the footstool 
of the other races and nations of the world; tomorrow the Negro 
may occupy the highest rung of the great human ladder. 

Bnt, when we come to consider the history of man, was not 
the Negro a power, was he not great once? Yes, honest students 
of history can recall the day when Egypt, Ethiopia and Timbuctoo 
towered iu their civilizations, towered above Europe, towered 
above Asia. "\Yhen Europe was inhabited by a raee of cannibals, a 
race of savages, naked men, heathens and pagans, Africa was 
peopled with a race of cultured black men, who were masters in 
art, science and literature j men who were cultured and refined j 
men who, it was said, were like the gods. Even the great poets of 
old sang in beautiful sonncts of the delight it afforded the gods 
to be in companionship with the Ethiopians. Why, then, should 
we lose hope 1 Black mcn) you were once great j you shall be 
great again. Lose not courage, lose not faith, go forward, The 
thing to do is to get organized; kecp separated and you will be 
exploited, you will be robbed, you will be killed. Get organized, 
and you will compel the world to respect you. If the world fails 
to give you consideration} because you are black men, because 
you are Negroes, four hundrcu millions of you shall, through 
organization, shake the pillars of the universe and bring down 
creation, even as Samson brought down the temple upon his head 
and upon the heads of the Philistines. 

An Inspiring Vision 
So Negroes} I say, through the Universal Negro Improvement 

Association, that there is much to live for. I have a vision of the 
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future, and I see before me a picture of a redeemed Africa, with 
I ;her dotted cities, with her beautiful civiliUltion, with her millions 

of happy children, going to and fro. Why should I lose hope, 
why should I give up and take a back place in this age of progress! 

) Remember that you arc mcn, that God created you Lords of this 
· creation. Lift up yourselves, men, take yourselves out of the 
.'mire and hitch your hopes to the stars; yes, rise as high as the 
· yery stars themselves. Let no man pull you down, let no man 
· destroy your ambitioll, because man is but your companion, your 
': equal ; man is your brother; he is not your lord; he is DOt your 

sovereign master. 

We of the Universal Negro I mprovement Association feel 
~happy;:we are cheerful. Let them connive to destroy us; let them 
,orgaolze to destroy us; we shall fight the more. Ask me person­
~ ally the cause of my success, and I say opposition j oppose me, 
, .and I fight the more, and if ybu want to find out the sterling 
.:Worth of the Negro, oppose him, and under the leadership of the 
.:Uolversal Negro I mprovement Association he shall fight his way 
·lto viotory, and in the days to come, and I believe not far distant, 
'-'\.frica shall reflect a splendid demonstration of the worth of the 
'Negro, of the determination of the Negro, to set himself free and 
to establish a government of his own. 



CHAPTER V 

SPEECH DELIVERED ON EMANCIPATION DAY AT 
LIBERTY HALL, NEW YORK OITY, N. Y. U. S. A. 

January 1, 1922 

Fifty-nine years ago Abraham Lincoln signed the Emaneipa­
tion P roclamation declaring four nullion Negroes in this country 
free. Several years prior to that Queen Victoria of Eng­
land signed the Emancipation P roclamation that set at liberty 
hundreds of thousands of West Indian Negro slaves. 

West Indian Negroes celebrate their emancipation on the 
first day of August of every year. The American N egraee 
celebrate their cmancipation on the first of January of every 
year. Tonight we are herc to celebrate the emancipation of the 
slaves in this country_ 

We are the descendants of the men and women who suf­
fered in this country for two hundred and fifty years under 
that barb arons, that brutal institut.ion knmvn as slavery. You 
who have not lost trace of your history will r ecall the fact that 
over three hundred years ago your fore-bears were taken from 
the great Continent of Africa and brought here for the purpose 
of using them as slaves. Without mercy, without any sympathy 
th ey worked our fore-bears. They suffered, they bled, they died. 
But wi th their sufferings, with their blood, which they shed in 
their death, they had a Ilope that one day their posterity 
would be free, and we are assembled here tonight as the children 
of their hope. 

I trust each and everyone of you therefore will realize that 
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you have n duty which is incumbent upon you i ll. duty that you 
must periaI'm, because our foro-bears who suffered, who bled, 
who died had hopes that are not yet completely realized. They 
Jloped lIlat we as theil· children would be free, but they also 
llOpcd that their country from whence they came would also be 
iree to thcir ch ildr~n, their grand-children and great grand­
children at some futUl'e time. It is for the freedom of that 
country-that Molherland of ours-that foUl' and a half million 
Negroes, as members or tho Univcr::;nl Negro l mprovement As­
sociation, nrc luboring today, 

'I'his race of ours gave civilization, gave art, gave science; 
gave JitCl'otUl'C to the world. But it has been the way with races 
and nations. 1'ho one rnce stands out promjnently in the one 
contul"), 01' in. tho one age i and in another century ot" age it 
passes of): the stage of action, and another race takes its place. 
The Negro oncc occupied a high position in the world, scien­
tifically, artist ically and commcrcially, but in the balancing of the 
grca.t scale of cvolution, we lost. OUT plnce anti some one, other 
than oUl'selves occupies the stnnd wc once held, 

God never intended that man should enslave his fellow, and 
tho pl'ice of snch n. sin or snch (\ violation of Heaven's law must be 
paid by everyone. As fot' me, because of the blessed past, be­
canse of t.he history that, I know, so long as thcre is within me 
the bt'eath of life nndlhe spirit of God, I shall stt'ugg-le on and urge 
others of 011t' race to st rnggle on to see that jnstice is done to the 
black peoples of I he world. Yes, we appreciate the sorrows of the 
post., find we orc going to wor), in the present. that the sorrows 
of our genel'ation shall not be perpetuated in the futme. On 
the contrnry, we shall strive that by 0\11' lahol's, succeeding 
gonerations of our own shall call 11S blessed, cycn us we call 
the generation of the past blessed today. And they indeed 
WCl'e blcst, '1'hoy wero blest with l\ patiencc not yet known to 
man. A patience thnt ennbkd them to emlme tho tortnres and 
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the sufferings of slavery for two hundred and fifty years. Why! 
Was it because tlley loved slavery so! No. It was because 
they loved this generation more-Isn't it wonderful. Transcen­
dent 1 "\Vhat then arc you going to do to show your apprecia­
tion of this love, what gratitude are you going to manifest in re­
turn for what they have done for you 1 ..As for mc, knowing the 
~uffel'ings of my fore-fathers I shall give back to Africa that 
liberty that she once enjoyed hundreds of years ago, before her 
own sons and daughters were taken from her shores and brought 
in chains to this "\Vcstcrn \Vorld. 

No better gift can I give in honor of the memory of the love 
of my fore-parents for me, and in gratitude of the sufferings they 
endured that I might be free; no grander gift can I bear to the 
sacred memory of the generation past than a free and a redeemed 
l'urica-a monument for all eternity-for all times. 

As by the action of the world, as by the conduct of all the 
races and na.tions it is apparent that not one of them has the 
sense of justice, the sense of love, the sense of equity, the sense 
of charity, that would make men happy, and make God satisfied. 
It is apparent that it is left to the Negro to play such a part in 
human a.ff'airs-for,,'hen we look to the Anglo·Saxon we sec 
him full of greed, avarice, no mercy, no love, no charity. 'Ve 
go from the white man to the yellow manl and we sec the same 
uncnviable characteristics in the Japanese. Therefore we must 
believe that the Psalmist had great hopes of this race of ottrs 
when he prophesied 1/ Princes shall come out of Egypt and 
Ethiopia shall stretch forth her hands unto God" 

If humanity is regarded as made up of the children of God 
and God loves all humanity (\\'e all kno\\' that) then God will be 
more pleased with that racc that protccts all huw:lnity than ,dth 
the race that outrages the childrcn of God . 

. A.ud so tOllight we celebratc this anniversary of oar emanci­
pation, we do it not with regret. 011 thc cOI~trarr we do it with all 
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abiding confidence, a hope and faith in oUl'selves and in our God. 
And the faith that we have is a faith that wj]] ultimately tako us 
baek to that ancient place, that ancient position that we ODee 
occupied, whell Ethiopia was ill bel' glory, 

BAlME U~RARV 



PHILOSOPHY AND OPINIONS 83 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO THE NEGRO PEOPLES OF THE 
WORLD. 

December 1921 

Fellow men of the Negro Race, 

Greeting:-
To us is born this day the Child J esus- the Christ. The 

Shepherds and wise men are now wending their way toward 
Bethlehem. there to behold the Wonder of God. Because, there, 
in a mang~r, is to be found the Baby Christ who is to be the Re· 
deemer of the world. 

And so our thoughts go back for more than nineteen hundred 
years. We hear the shout "Hosanna in the Highest, blessed is 
He that cometh in the name of the Lord." 

With all the preparation the human race has made to weI· 
come into the world the Christ who is to redeem us, we find our­
selves still in confusion, still fighting, still exploiting, still merci­
less in our onslaught one upon the other. But on this Christmas 
morn may we not all members and brothers of the great human 
family, forget our differences, a~d in one glorious chorus sing 
put to the world "Peace, perfect peaceY". 

Christ died to free Mankind. 

When we come to consider the Brotherhood of Man and the 
Fatherhood of God, and that this Child of our own flesh, yet 
spirit of the Great Creator has been sent to link us nearer to our 
common Father, will we not admit of the reason that there should 
be but very little differences between us, What will we gain 
fighting the battle of man against man' Absolutely nothing 
but death; and was not this Child J esus sent into thls world to 
teach us the new life, the life of Love, of Charity, the Life of 
~Iercyl What greater example do We desire than that which He 
gave in His own Life? He suffered, He died that others might 
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be 1roe. Yet even with the grcflt object of the Cross before us, 
even though TIc died on }\Iou nt Calvary to make tiS frcci even 
though lIe overcame death, the grave a.nd h ell to demonstrate to 
us the now life possible to ('neh and every onc, "rc have not yet 
turned frorn the path of sin to enter into the glory of His Eternal 
R:in gdom. 

The Spirit of Christmas 

Instcat1 of plnnn ing a carecl' of sin on this Christmas :Hol'n, 
may we not lift ou\" thoughts to that got'and and noble Father who 
rsave to us on this day His ROY<1[ Son, whom H e has made our 
broth el', and ask Dim to bless each and everyone of us that our 
11ea,·ts may be tonched with the tnle spiri t of the first Christmas 
mOiTI? 'l'hni first day in the stable at Bethlehem was n beacon 
of a now born hope, for wil h the birth of the Prince of Peace 
~h cre came to us an age of spiritua l grace, which in its course 
~ otlght to lin k rna)) nearer to his God, and coming down the ages 
for m01'e than Jlinetecn hunclred years, we have tried to preach 
Hi m ns lIe appeal'cd to us in His innocenco, His Love and in His 
phari ty. 

Christ labored for thirty three years to teach us t he way to 
glol'Y, but in llis career mnn, his brothel' sought the lifo that he 
could not give; he l)Cl'SeC\1lcd 11im, he derided Him, he jeered 
Him and at last he cl' llcified Him. But when that wh ich was phy­
sica l in the Christ died, the spiritual continued, and from ea r th 
betook its flight to heavell, thero, probably, for all eterni ty, to look 
clown upon tho sinful, wicked world, and still to shower upon us 
blessin gs that we renlly need. 

We sh all nevet succeed in taking the Spirit of Christ. out of 
th e worlel, beca nse in some of us, st ill , there is that spark or lovo, 
rh al'ity, und mercy that links 118 to Ollt' Goel. nut may we not. 
ask the Grellt Omnipotent, tho Gteat CteatOl', anI' Eternnl 
Father to send on ce morc into the world, just at this tim.c and 
oh, how we pruy that it bo on this ChristmRs morll, our brothel' 
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Christ, so that He may calm the raging storm and in truth pour 
out His benediction upon a corrupt world, a soulless human race, 
and make us subjects fit for Eternal Life 1 

Hail! the New born King 

As with the angels let us sing, "Hail the New Born 
King, the Prince of Peace, Hail to the Son of Righteousness, for 
with Thee there is life, without Thee there is death". F'or as 

-thou died upon Calvary's mount to make us better, to redeem us 
from our sins, may we not hope for a continuance of that love 
even for today? and knowing Thee in 'Thy bountiful love for all 
mankind, may we not further ask that Thy Spirit lighten up our 
hearts and bring to us by the touch of Thy grace, lhe kuowledge 
of the Everlasting Brotherhood of Man, and the Eternal Father­
hood of God 1 

As the angels now rejoice in heaven over this n"ew birth, so 
we rejoice on earth, four hundred millions of us, who arc members 
of this Negro race, feeling that Thou art our King, that Thou 
art our Savior, that thou shalt be our Emanuel. \Ve love Thee 
because Thou art the Son of God. We praise, worship and adore 
Thee because Thou art the Prince of Peace. 

The Prince of Peace Our Guide to-day. 

Let others in their sin, in their wickedness seek after the in· 
{ant Life that Thou gayest to all mankind. \¥c in Our simplicity 
shall find refuge [or Thee even in the land o[ Egypt. Yes, the 
world of sinful, wicked men cried out "Crucify Him! Crucify 
Him I But Lord because Thou art our Master, because Thou art 
our Prin'ce of Peace, because Thou art our Redeemer, we shall 
render unto Thee all help possible, evcn in bearing the Cross up 
the heights of Calvary, for in life Thou hast been our friend; in 
death we know Thou shalt remember us, and now that Thou art 
sitting at the right hand of God, the Father, no\\1 th~t Thou hast 
conquered death, the grave and hell, surely in Thy mercy Thou shalt 
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remembel tis. So today even though hundreds of years have rolled 
by since Thy crucifixion', we know that there is in Thine heart, 

there is in Thy soul. warm spot for the Sons and Daughters of 

Africa whose for ebeals b1re the cross for Thee 'up the heights of 
Calvary to Thy crufixion . 

We sing and shou t with the angels; we ring our joy bells ; 
we blow our horns in p,..dise because Th ou art indeed the J esus, 
the Ch rist, the Emanuel to us, the Son of Righteousness, the 
Prince of Pcace. 

As sons and daughters of Airica, may not four hundred mil· 
li ons of us the world oV.er on this Ohristmas morn pray for the 
redemption of that Motherland which sheltered our Blessed Re· 
decmer whcn the wild, wicked men of the world sought His life; 
in the same malUler wild, wicked men seek the lives of Negroee 
today, and burn, lynch and kill them because they have not the 
strength th at makes man mighty. But with the Almighty Power 
of Gael and with the guidanec and mercy of our Blessed Lord we 
fccl that one day Ethiopia shall stretch forth her hand, and 
wheth er it be at the second coming or before, we shall all sing our 
Hosannas, shout our praises t.o God for freedom, for liberty, for 
life. 

HFor Christ is born of IvIary, 
And gathered all above 

While mortals slecp, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 

O-morning stars, together 

Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God onr King, 
And peace to men on earth." 
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THE RESURRECTION OF THE NEGRO 
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Easter Sunday Sennon Delivered at Liberty Hall, New York 

City, N. Y. April 16th, 1922. 

The Lord is risen! A little over nineteen hundred years ago 
a man came to this world called JESUS He was sent here for 
the propagation of a cause-that of saving fallen humanity. 
';Yhen He came the world refused to hear Him; the world re~ 

jectled Him; the world persecuted Him; mcn crucified Him. A 
couple days ago He was nailcd to the cross of Calvary; He died; . 
He was buried. To-day He is risen; risen the spiritual leader of 
creation; risen as the first fruit of them that slept. To·day that 
crucified Lord, that crucified Christ sees the affairs of man from 
His own spiritual throne on high. 

After hundreds of years have rolled by, the doctrine He 
taught has become the accepted religion of hundreds of millions 
of human beings. He in His resurrection triumphed over death 
~nd the grave; He by His resurrection convinced humanity that 
His cause was spiritual. The world felt the truth about Jesus 
too late to have accepted His doctrine in His lifetime. But what 
was done to Jesus in His 'lifetime is just what is done to all re­
formers and reform movements. He came to change the spiritual 
attitude of man toward his brother. That was regarded in His 
day as an irregularity, even as it is regarded to-day. The one 
who attempts to bring about changes in the order of human 
society becomes a dangerous imposter upon society, and to those 
who coutrol the systems of the day. 

The desire to enslave others. 

It has been an historic attitude of man to keep his brother 
in slavery-in subjection [or the purpose of e..'Xploitation. When 
Jesus came the privileged few were taking advantage of the un­
fortunate masses. Because the teaching of Jesus sought to 
equalize the spiritual and even the temporal rights of man, those 
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who held authority, sway and dominion sought His liberty by 
prosecution, sought His life by death. He was called to yield up 
that life for the cause He loved-because He was indeed a true 
reformer. 

The E xample Set by Clrrist 

The example set by Oli[ Lord and Master nineteen hundred 
years ago is but the example that every reformer must make up' 
his mind to follow if we are indeed to serve those to whom we 
minister. Service to humanity means sacrifice. That has 
been demonstrated by our blescled Lord and Redeemer whose 
resurrection we commemorate this day_ As ·Christ triumphed 
nearly two thousand years ago over death and the grave, as He 
was risen frolll the dead, so do I hope that 400,000,000 Negroes 
of to-day will triumph over the slavishness of the past, intellec­
tually, physically, morally and even religiously; that on this an­
niversary of our risen Lord, we ourselves will be risen from the 
slumber of the ages; risen in thought to higher ideals, to a loftier 
purpose, to a truer conception of life. 

The Hope of the U. N. I. A. 

It is the hope of the Universal Negro Improvement Asso· 
ciation that the 4OO,OOO,CXX:> Negroes of the world wiII get to I real­
ize that we are about to live a new lifc-a risen lifc--a life of 
knowin'g ourselves. 

How many of us know ourselves? How many of us under· 
stand ourselves? The major number of us for ages have failed 
to recognize in ourselves the absolute masters of our own destiny 
-the absolute directors and creators of Our own fate. 

To-day as we thinl{ of our risen Lord may we not also think 
of the life He gave to us-the life that made us His instnllnents, 
His children-The life that He gave to us to make us possessors 
of the land that He himself created through His Father? Ho\\' 
many of us can reach out to that higher life; that higher purpose; 
that creative world that says to you you arc a man, a sovereign, 
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a lord-lord of the crcation 1 On this beautiful spring day, may 
,we not realize that God made Nature for us; God has given it to 
us as our province, OUI dominion? :May we not realize that God 
has created no superior being to us in this world, but Himself? 
May we not know that we are the true lords and creators of our 
own fate and of our own physical destiny? 

The work of the Universal Negro I mprovement Association 
for the past four and a half years has beon that of guiding us to 
realize that there should be a resurrection in us, and if at no other 
time I trust that at this Easter-tide we will realize that there is a 
~reat need for a resurrection-a resurrection from the lethargy 
of the past-thc sleep of the past-from that feeling that made us 
i\cccPit the idea and opinion that God inton'dcd that we should 
occupy an inferior place in the world. 

No Superiority or Inferiority 

,Men and women of Liberty Hall, men and women of my race, 
do you know that the God we love, the God we adore, the God 
who sent His Son to this world nearly two thousand years ago 
never created an in'ferior man? That God \\'c love, that God we 
worship and adore has created mall in His OW11 image, equal in 
every respeot,' wheresoever he may be; let him be white j let him 
be yellow; let him be rcd; let him be black; God has created him 
the equal of his brother. H c is such a lo,,;ng God. He is such 
~ merciful God. He is such a God that He is no respect.,· of per­
sons, that H e would not in His great love create a superior raee 
and an inferior one. The God that you worship is a God that 
expects you to be the equal of other men. The God that I adore 
is such a God and He could be no other. 

Some of us seem to accept the fatalist position, the fatalist 
attitude, that God accorded to us a certain position and condition, 
and therefore there is no need trying to be otherwise. The 
moment you accept such an attitude, the moment you accept such 
an opinion, the moment you harbor such an idea, you hurl an in-
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su le at the great God who created YOll, because you question Him 
for IIis love, you qu es tion Him for I-Iis mercy. God has created 
man, and has placed him in this world as the lord of the creation, 
as th e sov reign of eve rYlhing lhat you sec, let ie bo land, let it be 
sea, let it be th e lakes, rivers and evetything therein. All that you 
sec ill rcation, all that YO li sec in the world, was created by God 
rO l' th o \I SO of man, and YO ll (Ollf hundred million black souls have 
as much l'i ght 10 yO\\\' poss ssion in this wOl'ld as any other race. 

real cd in Ih e ima ge 0:( Ihe same God wo have the Same 
eom mOl) righl s, and to-day I Il'ust that th ere will be a spiritual 
nnd nutle['inl rcsur!"c ti ]\ among Negroes everywhere ; that you 
will Ii Ct yomselves £"om I he donbts ol th e past ; that you will 
lirt your~ Ives from th e slumbers of the past, that you will lift 
yourse lves from lho lothargy o f t.he past, and strike out in this 
new' life-in this rcsul"l'oc tcd li(c-LO see things as they aro. 

See life "-' Othors see It. I 
Tho Uni versal Negro Improvc lHcnL Association desires that 

th f Olll' 11I1I1 <1 1'<.'d mill ion members of Oll r race see li fo- as the other 
r nae. seo il. '1'h o groa t while meo seeSi IHo h\ n a tt/tudc of sov-
r" i~nily; th o gront, yellow rue-e seC's li Ce in u. sirnilnr 'wa'y, 

lhnL is to sny Ihllt mon) lot him be whito Ot' yellow, seC's that 
he is ma stcl' and ownOr and possessor of everything that God has 
c\'cnl.cd in this world , nnd givon to \ls in Nntnrc; and that is why 
by Imowing himselC, by unde,-st.anding. himself, nncI by under­
slllnc1ing his Ood, lnan hilS gone, throu ghout th o length and 
brcadth of th.i f.l world, conqnering the VC l'Y clements, harnessing 
!'Iulu,'o nnd milkin g- II servllnt of overy thing tha t God pllloecI 
wiLhin l\i ) 'C I1 <.' h , 

As he hns dono th nl f 01' th ousands Ol years pleasing God nncI 
juslHyill g' his cxistcnce, so we I\l.'O nppon1ing to tho members of 
Ot\\' l'no ~) \'0 do t.hnt, now in this risen Hie, una if YOUI havo neyer 
lnlldo up yom minds boiore 1 I rnst on this Easter Sunday you will 
do so. 
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Masters of your own Destiny 

91 

I repeat that God created you masters of your own destiny, 
masters of your own fate, and you can pay no higher tribute to 
your Divine l\faster than function' as man, as He created you. 

The highest compliment we can pay to our Creator j the 
highest respect we can pay to our risen Lord and Savior, is that 
,f feeling that He has created us as His masterpiece; His perfect 
histruments of His own existence, because in us is reflected the 
very being of God. When it is said that we are created in His own 
image, we ourselves reflect His greatness, we ourselves reflect 
the part of God the ]<'ather, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost, and when we allow oluselves to be subjected and create 
others as our superior, we hurl an insult at our Creator who made 
us in the fullness of ourselves. 

I trust that you will so live to· day as to realize that you 
are masters of your own destiny, masters of your fate; if there 
is an~hing you want in this world it is for you to strike out 
with confidence and faith in self and reach for it, because 
God has created it for your happiness wheresoever you may find 
it in nature. Nature is bountiful j nature is resourceful, and 
nature is willing to obey the command of man-~1an the sovereign 
lord; mau who is supposed to hold domirrion and take possession 
of this great world of ours. 

The difference Between Strong and weak Races. 

The difference between the strong and weak races is that the 
strong rRces seem to know themselves ; seem to discover them­
selYes; seem to realize and know fully that there is but a link be· 
tween them and the Creator; that aboye them there is no other 
but God and anything that bears human form is but their equal 
in standing and to that form there should be no obeisance; there 
should be no regard for superiority. Because of that feeling they 
have been able to hold their own in this world; they have been 



92 PHILOSOPHY AND OPINIONS 

able to take care of the situation as it confronts them in nature; 
but because of our lack of faith and confidence in ourselves we 
have caused others created in a like image to ourselves, to take 
~dvantagc of us for hundreds of years. 

For hundreds of years we have been the footstool of other 
races and nations of the earth simply because we have failed to 
realize to recognize and know ourselves as other men have known 
themselves and felt that there is nothing in the world that is 
above them except the infiuence of God. 

The understanding that others have gotten out of life is the 
same understanding that 400,000,000 Negroes must get out of this 
existence of ours. I pray that a new inspiration will come to us 
as a race; that we will think of nature as our servant; that we 
,,~ll think of man as out' partner through life, and go through 
the length and breadth of this world achieving and doing as other 
men, as other nations and other races. 
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SPEECH DELIVERED AT LIBERTY HALL N. Y. C. DURING 

SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF NEGROES 
AUGUST 1921 

Four years ago, r ealizing the oppression and the hardships 
Irom which we suffered, we organized ourselves into an organiza­
tion for the purpose of bettering our condition, and founding a 
government of our own. The four years of organization have 
brought good results, in that from an obscure, despised race we 
have grown into a mighty power, a mighty force whose influence 
is being fel t throughout the length and breadth of the world. The 
Universal Negro Improvement Association existed but in name 
four years ago, today it is known as the greatest moving force 
among Negroes. We have accomplished this through unity of 
effort and unity of purpose, it is a fair demonstration of what we 
will be able to accomplish in the very near future, when the 
millions who are outside the pale of the Universal Negro Im­
provement As.ociation will have linked themselves up with us. 

By our success of the last four years we will be able to esti­
mate the grander success of a free and redeemed Africa. In 
climhil,g the heights to where we are today, we have had to sur­
mount difficulties, we have nad to climb over obstacles, but the 
obstacles were stepping stones to the future greatness of this 
Cause we represent. Day by day we are writing a new history, 
recording new deeds of valor performed by this race of ours. It 
is true that the world has not yet valued us at our true worth 
but we are climbing up so fast and with sucl; force that every day 
the world is changing its attitude towards us. Wheresoever you 
turn your eyes today you will find the moving influence of the 
Universal Tegro Improvement Association among Negroes from 
all corners of the globe. We hear among Negroes the cry of 
(I Africa for the Africans II , This cry has become a positive, de­
termined one. It is a cry that is raised simultaneously the world 
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over because of the universal oppression that affects the Negro. 
You W)lO arc congregate.d here tonight as Delegates representing 
the bundreds of branches of the Universal Negro Improvement 
Association in different parts of the world will realize that we in 
New York nre positive ill this great desire of a free and redeemed 
Mriea. We have established this Liberty Han as the centre from 
which we send out the sparks of liberty to the four corners of the 
globe, and if you have caught the spark in your section, ,~e want 
you to keep it a-burning for tbe great Cause we represent. . 

There is a mad rush among races everywhere towards 
national hl(l epcndencc. Evcrywhre we hear the cry of liberty, 
of freedom, and a demand for democracy. In our corner of the 
world we are raisin g the O)'Y for liberty, frecc.vm and democracy. 
Men who have raised the cry for freedom and liberty in ages past 
have always made up their minds to die for tbe realization of the 
dream . 'Ve who arc assembled in this Convention as Delegates 
represen.ting the Negroes of the wor1rl give out the same spirit that 
the fathers of liberty -in this country gave out over one hundred 
years ago. \Ve give out a spiri t that knows no compromise, a 
spil-it 1hat )·efuses to turn back, a spirit that says "Liberty or 
Death ", and in prosecution of this great ideal-the ideal of a 
free and redeemed Afl'ica, men may scorn, men may spurn us, and 
may say that we arc on the wrong side of life, but let me tell you 
tbat way in which you arc travelling is just the way all peoples 
who are free have t ravelled in the past. If you want liberty you 
yourselves must sh-ike the blow. If you must be free you must 
become so thl'Ollgh your own effort, through your own initiative. 
Those who hav~ discouraged you in tha past are those who have 
enslaved you f01' centuries and it is not expeeted that they will 
adnrit that you havo n right to strike ont at this late hour for 
freedom, liberty and democracy. 

At no timo in the history of the world, for the last Ii"e hun­
dred yenrs, was there ever 11. serious attempt made to free Negroes. 
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We have been camouflaged into believing that we were made f ree 
by Abraham Lincoln. That we were made free by Victoria of 
England, but up to now we are still slaves, "'e are industrial 
slaves, we are social slaves, we are political slaves, and the new 
Negro desires a frecdom t hat has no boundary, no limit. We de· 
sirc a freedom that ,vill lift us to the common standard of all 
men, whether they be white men of Europe or yellow men of Asia, 
therefore, in our desire to lift oursclves to that standard we shall 
stop at nothing until there is a free and redcemed Airica. 

I understand that just at this time while we are endeavoring 
to create pnblic opinion and public sentiment in favor of a free 
Airica, that others of our race are bcing subsidized to turn the 
attention of the world toward a different desire on the part of 
Negroes, bnt let me tell you that we who make up this Organiza· 
tion know no turning back, we have pledged ourselves even unto 
the last drop of our sacred blood that Airica must be free. The 
enemy may argue with you to show you the impossibility of a free 
and redeemed Airica, but I want you to take as your argument 
the thirteen colonies of America, that once owed their sovereignity 
to great Britain, that sovereignity has been destroyed to make a 
United States of America. George Washington was not God 
Almighty. He was a man like any Negro in this bnilding, and if 
he and his associates were able to make a free America, we too 
can makc a free Africa. Hampden, Gladstone, Pitt and Disraeli 
were not the representatives of God in the person of Jesus Christ. 
They were but men, but in their time they worked for the expan­
sion of the British Empire, and today they boast of a British 
Empire upon which "the sun never sets:' As Pitt and Gladstone 
were able to work for the expansion of the British Empire, so 
you and I can work for the expansion of a great Airican Empire 
Voltaire and Mirabeau were not Jesus Christs, they w~re hut men 
like ourselves. They worked and overturned the French 
U onarchy. They worked for the Democracy which France now 



96 PHILOSOPHY AND OPINIONS 

enjoys, and if they were able to do that, we are able to work for 
a democracy in Africa. Lenine and Trotzky were not Jesus 
Christs, but they wore able to overthrow the despotism oflRussia, 
and today they have given to the world a Social Republic, the 
first of its kind. If I"enine and Trotzky were able to do that f or 
Russia, you and I can do that for Africa. Therefore, let no man, 
let no power on earth, turn you from this sacred cause of liberty. 
I prefer to die at this moment rather than not to work for the 
freedom of Afriea. If Uberty is good for certain sets of humanity 
i t is good for all. Black men, Colored men, Negroes have as 
mnch right to be free as any other race that God Almighty ever 
created, and we desire freedom that is unfettered, freedom that is 
unlimited, freedom that will give us a chance and opportunity to 
~' i se to the fullest of our ambition and that we cannot get in 
countries where other men rule and dominate. 

,Ve have reached the time when every minute, every second 
must connt for something done, something achieved in the ca.use 
of Africa. ,Vc need the freedom of Africa now, therefore, we 
desire the kind of leadership that will give it to us as quickly as 
possible. You will rcali:le that not only individuals, but govern­
ments arc using their influence against us. But what 00 we care 
about the unrighteous influence of any government 1 Our cause 
is based upon righteousness. And anything that is 110t righteous 
we have no respect for, because God Almighty is our leader and 
Jesus Christ our st.andard bearer. We rely on them for that kind 
of leadership that will make us free, for it is the same God who 
inspired t.he Psalmist to write ttPrinces shall come out of Egypt 
and Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands unto God ". At this mo­
ment methinks I see Ethiopia stretching forth her hands unto God:, 
and mcthinks I see the Angel of God taking up the standard of the 
Red, the Black and the G·l'cen, and saying ttlVl en of the Negro 
Race, lien of Ethiopia, follow me ". 'l'onight we are following. 
We are following 400,000,000 strong. We are following "~th a 
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deternilnation that we must be free before the wreck of matter, 
before the crash of worlds. 

It falls to onr lot to tdr off the shackles that bind Mother 
Africa. Can you do 'it1 You did it in the Revolution'ary War. 
You did it in the Civil War; You did it at the Battles of the 
Marne and Verdun; You did it in Mesopotamia. You can d~ it 
marching up the battle heights· of Africa. Let the world know 
that 400,000,000 Negroes are prepared to die or live as free men. 
Despise us as much as you care. 19nore us as muc~ as you care. 
We are conilng 400,000,000 strong. We are conilng with our woes 
behind us, with the memory of suffering behind us-woes and 
suffering of three hundred years-they shall be our inspiration. My 
bulwark of strength in the conflict for freedom in Africa, will be 
the three hundred years of persecution and hardship left behind 
in this Western Hemisphere. The more I remember the suffering 
of my fore-fathers, the more I remember thc lynchings and burn­
ings in the Soutnern States of America, tbe more I will fight on 
'even though the battle seems doubtful. Tell me that I must turn 
back, and I laugh yon to scorn. Go on! Go on I Climb ye the 
heights of liberty and cease not in well doing until Y(}l1 have 
planted the banner of the Red, the Black and the Green on the 
hilltops of Africa. 
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STATEMENT ON ARREST 

J anuary, 1922 

I believe that true justice is to be found in the conscience: of 
the people, and when one is deprived of it by the machinations 
and desigllS of th e corrupt, there can be no better tribunal of 
appeal than that of public opinion, which gives voice to con­
science and that is why I now appeal to the conscience' of the 
American people for justice. 

I believe that all races have their peculiar characteristics, the 
J ew fights the Jew, the Irish fights the Irish, the Italian fights 
the Italian, and so we have the Negro fighting the Negro. Aa a 
Negro schooled in the academy of adversity, with the majority 
of my race, I have ever had a whole-souled desire to work for the 
race's uplift. Recently out of slavery, we have had but a meagre 
chance to rise to the higher heights of human development as a 
people. At Emancipation we were flung upon the civilized world 
wi.thout a program. Unlike the Irish and the J ew we had no 
national aspiration of OUT own. We were left to the tender 
mercies of philanthropists and humanitarians who helped us to 
the best of their ability. 

I n the Negro's struggle to get somewhere every member of 
the race took a selfish course all his own. There was no group 
program or group interest. The only cause that held us together 
as a people was RELIGION. During the days of slavery Religion 
was the only consolation of the Negro, and then it was given t,o 
him by his masters. Immediately af\el' the Emancipation, when 
the Negro was thrown back upon his bwn resources, the illiterate 
race preacher took charge of us, and with the eye of selfishness he 
exploited the zeal of the religious. Our emotions were worked 
upon by our illiterate preacher-leaders of the early days. 

The masses of us having found new employment for which 
we received pay, were able 1..0 cont.ribute to the partial uplJ;cep of 
our own church liie, thus malting it profitable for the preachers of 
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our race to exploit us in the name of God, without giving US a 
program by which we could redeem ourselves. 

After the illiterate preacher-leader, came the illiterate race· 
politician who also had no p rogram for the higher temporal de­
velopment of the race. H e, like the preacher, had his selfish plans 
of using and feeding upon the emotions of the people. These two 
illiterate parasites, who extracted all that was worth while from 
the people travelled hand in hand until we reached the first mile 
stone of higher intelligenpe, thcn the illiterate preacher and 
'politician had to give way to a more intelligent class, who, un­
fortunately, with only a few exceptions, scattered here and there, 
followed and are still following in the footsteps of the old 
preachers and politicians to plunder and exploit the masses, be­
cause they had no vision. 

l
And now I come to the source of my troubles, in fighting the J 

battles of the masses. I come to the people in the role of the re­
former and say to them, tt Awake! the day is upon you, go forth 
in the name of the race and build yourselves a nation, redeem 
your country Africa, the land from whence you came and prove 
yourselves men worthy of the recognition of others II. 

This is the offence I have -committed against the selfish Negro 
preachers and politicians who have for more than half a century 
waxed fat at the expense of the people. The shout goes up, "We 
cannot allow Garvey to preach his reformation and expose us to 
the people. The people will become too wise. We will lose our 
standing among them and they will not support us. We must 
" get" Garvey. We must discredit him before the people. We 
cannot do it ourselves, because we have no power. We will frame 
him up i we will lay traps for him i we will state all manner of 
charges against him to the various departments of government so 
that the government will prosecute him for us." 

Such have been the ravings, machinations and designs of a 
certain class of Negro politicians and preachers against me be-
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cnuso of my rdorm work of three and a half years among 
my people LhoL has over four mUlion followers. 

Jews, Irish and Reformers of all rnees have had Lbei,· Lronbles 
and trials wUh titeir owu peoJ}le, so I am satisfied to bear the 
porsecutioll of my Ow n that they might be freo. 

I trust no ana from tho people would believe that I could be 
sa mOlln as to dcIruud a fellow Negro, eithor directly 01' indirectly. 
I hu va lin idolll thut is Car above malley, and that is to seo my 
pea pIc reully free. 

Othors of my mco oppose mo because they fear my influence 
amollg tho poop Ie, and they judge me from their owo eOrTupt, 
solftsh cons ·i clleeS. There is an aiel adage that says, "A thief 
docs Hot liko to Se,· ,ulotlter Ulan eu n ying a long bag", and thus 
th o disllOll 'at ones of Ou r preneitol"S and jloliticians believing that 
I alll of thei,· s tump, t ry to embarl"us me by Imming me up with 
the law. 

1 have lIad to clismi"s from tho omploy of tho Association, and 
causod tbe atTcst of many dishonost preachers alld politicians, und 
now their fraternities are out (01' l' vcngo. 

Poor mi~glud 'd mortuls I How cun they, when t.he conscience 
nnd Aoul oC I.L LUnu ('UnHOt. bo incriminated .from wiLhout,1 

'I'lio Ne~,·o ~linisky needs purging and with the help of God 
lllld the people, wo shull in n short while, "how to tho world a now 
raco by the pnrification of those who lead. 

I de"ira Lo "ay th at I havo a great amount of confidence in 
so,'orlll of th o preachers and jJolitj oians of my roce today, but the 
grcn. .. Uloj ol'it.y Deod purging, bocllllso nmong them we have 
gumb le,·., Lh ieves, rogues, vagabonds und these a'·e the ones who 
UN fighting mo at this limo. 
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BALME LIBRARY 

OLOSING REGRET 

There haa never been a Movement where the Leader has not 
suffered for the Cause, and not received the ingratitude of the 
people. I, like the rest, am prepared for the consequence. 
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NOTE 

The UNIVERSAL NEGRO IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

referred to in this volume is an Organization of which Marcus 

Garvey is Founder and President-General. The American Head­

quarters of this Organization is situated at 56 West 135th Street, 

New York City, New York, U. S. A. 

The following preamble to the ronstitution, of the Organiza­

tion, was written by the Founder and speaks for itself:-

The Universal Negro Improvement Association and African 

Con:ununfties' League is a social, friendly, humanitarian, chari­

table, educational , institl'tional, constructive and expansive 

society, and is founded by persons, desiring to the utmost, to work 

for the general uplift of the Negro peoples of the world. And 

the members pledge themselves to do all in their power to con­

serve the rights of their noble race and to respect the rights of 

all mankind, believing always in the Brotherhood of Man and the 

Fatherhood of God. The motto of the organization is: "One 

God I One Aim I One Destiny!" Therefore, let justice be done 

to all mankind, realizing that if the strong oppresses the weak 

confusion and discontent will ever mark the path of man, bnt 

with love, faith and charity towards all the reign of peace and 

plenty will be heralded into the world and the generations of 

men shall be called Blessed. 





The Universal Negro Improvement Association 

NEEDS FUNDS 

To Carryon Its Work 

Its Aims and Objects are: 

To improve the general condition of N egrees every­
where. 

To establish a g'overnment for NegToes in Africa 
where they will be given the opportunity to 
develop themselves. 

Send a donation to help the orgrutization in its 
effort to carry out these objects. 

Mako checks or money orders payable to 

UN IVERSAL NEGRO IM PROVEMENT 

ASSOCIATION 

56 W. 135th Street, New York City, N. Y., U. S. A. 

In mo.ldng your Will remember to bequeath some- ! 
thing to the orgo.nization to help in the work of 
A!rico.n Redemption. 

l 
~~~~~~~ 
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