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EDITORIAL 

1 HE DIALOGUE ON DIALOGUE 

IN his statement (l J tb of December) to tbe National Assem-

bl)' on tbe possibilities of dialogue as one way of cnding 

apartheid. the Prime Minister is reported to have said : 

I must emphasize again tbat the sort of dialogue we 

advoca te IS one dirccted 

abolition o( the theories 

to" ards secunng the total 

and practices of apartheid 

Therc can be no question of a dialogue calculated (0 

maintain the status quo In Southern Africa or to tbe 

acceptance of apartheid In any shape or fann. 

That , really. is the crlU o( all tbe talk about dialogue 
with South Africa on tbe question of apartheid. t>oliticians 
ia power are not regarded as academics who. ideally. delight 
in floating abtrusc ideas about this and that which may be 
of no immediate practical concern to their fellow men . 
Politicians deal with possibilities and the test of th~ soundness 
of any policy is its cbances of succe!.s and the possi':>le reper· 
cussions of that success. The debate on dialogue with South 
Africa. healthily engendered by the Prlmc Minis:er':; over­
seas remarks. should be concemed "ilh whether (' r not it is 
likely to succeed in eliminatmg apartheid 

An) sem.ible estimate of the char.ces of dialo:.ue In 

secunng the end of apartheid mu .. t be based nn a good 
knowledge of the philo~phical and socio·ecooomic fo unda­
tions of that doctrine: on a knowled!!c of the historv of the - -
Black. Coloured and 'Iiberal' White resIStance movement 
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which. as the Prime Mtnistcr himself pointed nul. has 
~mbraced attcmpts at 'dialogue'. in \"ari::>us form~. with the 
South Afric3:l authorities: and on a kno\\lcdge of the content 
of the rdatlcns of the South Arrican government with the 
Black Afa..;an coun tries which have started doing business 
v. ith it It is diflicult to see how one can talk meaningfull y 
abou t dialo£uc as a viable policy \\it hout these klOds of 
knowledg.: For this reason, and as a contribution toward!; 
the debate. th.: Obscncr plans a ~ Ur\ ~\ for o ur next issue 
on the qU"~tlons posed above. S r.. WOODE. 
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in the National Assembly, need c1arificaf:on. The 
first relates 10 whether or not the slal~ll1cnt was 
the sum of the P.M·s individual reflections on tbe 
maHcr or it was the cabinet's collective view. The 
Prime Minister is reported to have told the Na­
tional Assembly that he wished to trtkc the 
opportunity 'to share nl} th Jught~ on the apar­
theid issue and my reason for suggesting (hilt nc" 
approaches including dialogue in addition to what­
ever weapons that have so far been employed 
against apartheid should be explored'. B.it then. 
later in the statement, he also said: 

My government is of the view that ;mother 
weapon which could hi! cffc:ctively used is 
that o( dialogue either with the South African 
government itself, or with moderafe forces. 
black and white. within South Africa 

Did the Prime Minister mean that the 'thoughts' 
behind, and the 'reascos' adduced for. the; policy 
of dialogue were his own. but that the whole 
cabinet had b~en persuaded to accept them? And 
3rC we, then. to e'(pect no more contra~ictory 
statements frolll members of the government en 
the matter . 

Secondly. the Prime Minister mentiond that 
the government would seek 'dialop:uc eitiler with 
tbe South African government itself. or with 
moderate forces. black 3.'..,d white, within South 
Africa'. Is one to understand that there \\ould be 
no diak)guc with what may be called the 'n:ilitant' 
forces in South Africa? But this would b¢ neces· 
sary if for no other purpose than to pel'suade 
them to abandon what the P.M. considc.s to be 
the futile, yet cruel, policy of scClding a few people 
2cross the border to ~Iaughter. 

Thirdly, where is the dialogue with the 
'moderate forces' to be held? It is common know. 
ledge that even those 'moderately' .)pposcd to 
apartheid- and 'moderate' apparently r.;:fc rs to 
the method of opposition to, and not to the 
degree of hatred for. apartheid-arc normally 
prevented from leaving the country a<;ld that cv~n 
tea parties th3.t seem likely to discuss apartheid 
from its victims point of view are bannecl. 

It may well bt: that the Prime Minister er,\'isages 
wme sort of agreement with the South African 
authorities which will secure permis~ion for 
representatives of the 'moderate forces' tc fly in 
and out of the country to engage in dial(),~ues­
Ix:rhaps partiCipate in conferences - with other 
opJXInents of iJparlheid on the \!oays and means 
of peacefully ending apartheid. Or ml~h~ .those 
representativc,> of the 'moderate forces Will ~ 
allowed to pay frequen~ visits to t~e cm?assles 
of the African countDeS - which Will be 

established in Pretoria as a matter of ClJurse if 
and once the South Africa authorities ac(.'Cpt the 
policy of dialogue - to talk about non~violeot 

ways of ending apartbeid. 

Qucstions of this sort must suggest others about 
just what the dialogue both with the Sout! Afri~ 

can authorities and the moderate forces is to be 
about. Will the South African authoriti~ now 
concede that apartheid is no more 3n IOtema! 
affair and, therefore. open to international discu· 
s~ion? 

It is difficult. indeed. to see how the dialogue 
trick is going to ~ pulled off unless the South 
African authorities fulfil the major condition the 
Prime Minister laid down for its success. Tbis is 
that they acce?t the African advocates of d!3.logue 
as thcir C(juals. But tbis would mean the aban. 
conment of the basis of ap3.rtheid and would 
herald the authorities' willingness (0 pull down 
the whole structure of institutionalized ap:lTtheid, 
In that case our intervention wculd cease to be 
c~lIcd for: therc are certainly enough talkers iD 
the South African prisons to do all the talking 
that would then ~comc nccessa ry . fhe crucial 
point is whether or not there has so far been any 
sign. apart from the willingn(;ss of the South Afri~ 
can authorities to put somc Afric3n counrrics on 
the dole. that they arc prepared to abandon the 
basis and the institutions of apartheid, There has 
!-.urely been none. 

Hence even though one may understar.d the 
Primc Minister's weighty rcasons fo r despairing 
of the armed tight against South Africa, Olle finds 
it difficult to accept thc dialogue ~olicy a.i a se· 
r ious alternative:. And as others have poim;:d out, 
ldk abJul dialogue splits the African ranks and 
comforts tbe common enemy. One wish:s that the 
matter had been mooted and discussed first behiDd 
the closed doors of an O.A.U. meeting. 

For Ghana. the dialogue debate has heen a 
u~-eful exercise. If only the attention given to it 
v.ould be brought to bear on domestic i~sues. we 
rtally should b..: getting somc where . It dOt:s seem 
that the period of government by orades i~ :>ver. 
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Politics -

ONE-PARTY STATES AND THE ROLE OF 
OPPOSITION I~ CONTEMPORARY 

AFRICA 

By 
K. A B. Jones-Quarte)' 

FOR the last twelve months or more, announce­
ment after announcement from the "Third 
World" has told the rest of the world the same 
thing; an independent African stale is holding 
elections-for president, for members of parlia­
ment, for municipal councillors. for this office 
and that position; there is anI) one candidate 
for the presidency. only onc Jist of candidates. 
ill short Dilly one party in tire field. Thus President 
Senghor is re-.elccted to his umpteenth term in 
office; and President Banda. ·and Obote-Kenyat­
ta-Houphouet-Nycrcre-. Mobutu ... And of 
course their . parties are returned , to continue 
ten, fifteen, twenty years in office. without oppo­
sition. 

'Rc-electing' One party Presidents 

This phenomenon is characteristic of, but not 
exclusive to the third-world countries of Africa 
]n Asia. the Near East, the Arab world (con­
sidered as a cultural unit) and in South America. 
the underdeveloped Slates and the newly esta­
blished independencies are persistently and every­
where "re-electing" one-party presidents, govern­
ments, municipal councils. and the rest of the 
monolithic paraphernalia.' What does this pheno­
menon mean and emphasize? To try 10 answer 
that question and re-examine one of the foremost 

J phenomena of our time is the purpose of this 
paper. It was first presented to a Department of 
History seminar at Legon in 1966. In the four 
years and more since then, the situation which 

" . the paper tried to analyse on that occasion has 
changed not at all, except, significantly, in Gha­

. Threfore. onTy slight modifications have been 
in the analysis that now follows. 

The rcvolutionar} leaders of contemporary 
Africa have. in the overwhelming majority. 
chosen one-party government as the only politi­
cal way oul of the initial handicaps of indepen­
dent status. And the} have rationalised their po­
!'ition by the following postulates, inter alia: 

(a) Party political opposition. Westminster style, 
is unnecessary in emergent Africa. incompati-

blc with its ttaditions-its own WI II of 

mocracy-and unrelated 10 its realities; 

(b) party political opposition is thus a 

luxury Africa cannot afford. because 

(c) it is politically and economically wastefuL 
and is less e:tpensively provided for in the 
traditional process of harmonisation of inte.­
rests within the "Council of Elders". or. in 
the modern sense. within the single party 
through "democratic centralism"; 

(d) opposition. worse than merely being wasteful. 
creates factionalism and separatism. where 
the urgency for political harmonisation and 
economic reorganisation-where. that is to 
say. the consolidation of the gains of the re­
volution - demands. instead. unity of pur. 
pose and of aim from aU section of the polio 
ty; 

(e) factionalism and separatism cannot even be 
cxpected to, and certainly do Dot necessarily, 
stop there. bUI ohen proceed to violence, 
internecine warfare. and defeat for the revo­
lution; to balkanisalion. neo..colonialism and 
the re-enthronement of western capitalist ex­
ploitation. with its resultant bourgeoizifica. 
lion of an illegitimate. apeish African elite, 

Though much of this argument can be and has 
been disproved. or at least challenged with vary­
ing degrees of success, the case of the revolu· 
tionary left in contemporary African politics­
even as expressed in the extreme terms of sub­
paragraph (e) above-is sull nor to be dismissed 
out of hand with some disdainful "democratic" 
gesture. There is a valid rationale for the politi­
cal attitudes that occasion these postulates. 
though perhaps there is no theoreti~1 or even 
factual justification for all of them~n any case 
we have the living reality with us of the persis­
tence of one-party stales in Africa and elsewhere. 
making nonsense of indignant and self-righteous 

claims. We might as well compose 
ourselves, therefore, to further serious exami­
nation of the phenomenon and its ideological 
foundations. 

David Apter's analysis (in "The Role of Poli­
tical Opposition". in Africa-The Dynamics 01 
Change. 1963,Passin and Jones-Quartey, editors). 
modified. is ¢rtinent: 

(a) r,tost new nations ~ttain ind\!pendenc.: 
o~Jy after a prolonged period of struggle 
against the colonial rulers. During this strug­
gle the nationalist leaders naturally mono-

• 

• 
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GHANA INDUSTRIAL HOLDING 

CORPORATION 

VACAACY FOR 

Deputy 
Managing Director 

Ghana Industrial Iialding CIJ;;;~;·ation 
invites applic~tions far the abov~ aflpo!!':!!­
ment 

O:J tics: 

A&!i:~t. help, relieve and deputise fOI the 
Managing Director i~ his task of supervising 
a<:1d directing the Corporation's operations 
to enable him to cc 'l:cntrate on lon2 ran[!e 
planning and I" .10:- policy development!. 
Based at HcO,d omcc in Accra. 

QU21::c::tions: 

The prime Cjualities sought are busincs:\ 
acumen and e:.I"J::rience at scnlo;· exec .. nive 
level in Jarga scale industry or commerce 
A quick mind and speed 0: wcr" under 
pressurc bae!(cd by a univer~ity deg!'ee or 
similar qualification in en~i.,eerinr would 
b::: ideal. hut c(~l!ivak:nt University. profes­
sional or technical qualification III other 
relev:lnt bu\iness disciplinc combined with 
knowlcdt!c of general management would be 
acceptable. 

Sa.I:::r): 

This is a lOP executive appointment and 
a suitably attractive salary \ ... ith gcnerau", 
hou ... inf!. car and othcr fringe benefits \ ... ill 
be orrer .. xJ to the right candidate 

Enqu iries: 

Phone to the Managing Director Or the 
Corporation Secretary on Tel. No. 64990. 
6.f9Q~ ~r 6-lQq9 if further informatioa i') rc 
quirctl . 

App:ic:lIions: 

Appli(ation rorm~ are obtainable from 
the Corporation Secretary which should be 
completed an~ sent v. ith covertng: letter of 
application v.ith names of three referees to 
the Corporali:lO Secretary, Ghana lnllu ... trial 
Holdin~ CNpor.ltion. Post Oniec Bo:\ 27S·l, 
Accra. 10 reach him by 3ht Dccc;nber 1970 
her. 1970. 

GHANA INDUSTRlAL HOLDING" 

CORPORATION 

VACANCY FOR 

Public Relations 
Officer 

Applications are invited from ~uitab l y 
qualified Gh<!naians [or the post of Pu blic 
Re latioos Manager for the Corporation 

Qualifications and Experience: 

(a) Candidates should preferably possess a 
der,ree or diploma f rom a recogn ised 
University. and mu<.,t have had at least 
three yerors experience in t he field of 
Journa~jsm: 0:-

(b) A gC:lU General Educatioo up to West 
African School Certificate Standard or 
the General Certificate of Education. or 
DijJloma in Journa lism from a recognis­
ed Institute wit h ten years expcli~nce in 
the field of Journalism and ability 10 

writing articles. features etc. 1 he can­
didat~ must also not only have a good 
knowledge of press relations work but 
must have good contacts with othcr 
pcrson~ engaged in t his fie ld. 

Duties: 

The Public Relations Manager wi ll 
work tr.1der the Corporation S~cretary 
to handle the Corporation's publica­
tions. publicity campaigns and develop 
good relations between the Corpora tion, 
its CU')lOmers, suppliers, Governmenta l 
Agencies 2nd the general public He wi ll 
also be required to intcrprcte the 
policies of the Corporation and educa te 
the public of the Corporation'~ role. 
programmes and activities by utili ... inf! 
the available media such as Television~ 
Radio and the Press. 

Salary: 

Not les~ than Nc3.000.00. To be nego-
tiated. -
Applications giving details oi qt:alifica­
tiens and experience and the names of 
thre~ rderees should be addrcs~ed to 
the Corporation Secretary, Ghana In­
du\trial Holding Corporation, Post 
Offiee Box 2784. Accra. to reach him 
nOt later than 31st Occembc:-. 1970. 
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deny that possibilit) of validity or potency; 

(b) the failure of federalism and multipartyism in 
Nigeria, say, and. on the other hand, the 
"success" so far of one-partyism in the Ivory 
Coast-these two differential cases would 
lend to suggest that at least all the answers 
arc not yet in. 

From this I would like to proceed to my major 
proposition. namely that there is still a case to be 
made out for my suspicion thar "Africa" has nOl 

),et discovered its mos! suitable political alld 
economic system or s)'stems. and that the present 
condition of flux and upset is not one in which 
to defl'rmille that it should be this or that system 
and not another. A fe-study of the social history 
of nations. the continuing fe-study of revolu­
tions and of the ideas of our contemporary re­
volutionaries - not omitLing Franz Fanon and 
Julius Nyerere - is clearly a duty upon 

~ IN" «.-",-<-. _ \'.. ,;..""i us. 
\ , \/J.'f,)(..-

IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICT IN GHANA 

By 

J. F. S Hansen 

TH[ struggle for a socially emancipated Ghana has 
yet to b~gin and when it does, it cannot overlook 
the hypocrisy of camouflaged vcsted inler\!Sts 
in existing social inequalities and the natural right 
of the individu:::t.1 Ghanaian for social justice. Jt is 
bound to re a struggle between a neo-elitist. 
pseudo-patrician democracy which the typical 
Ghanaian phrase-monger euphemistically calls (he 
"Welfare State" and a democracy of the ccmmon­
man. a democracy of the dispossessed. the politi­
cally disinherited and the exploited. 

For the Peoples' Popular Party (PPP) the con· 
cept of social justice presupposes the o.lctual exis­
tence of c :::mtinuing social inequalities and injus. 
tices in our society. Social justice, however, may 
mean different things to different people. For 
e"ample. a conservative interpretation o( social 
justice must necessarily differ from that of the 
socialist: for while the former is primarily inte­
rested in preserving the status quo of maSler­
servant relationship the latter believes that society 
must be purposefully transformed i:1 order to 
make the concept of the equality of man more 
meaningful. 

In political affairs the nolion of ideology IS 

indispensable to the formulation of party politi­
cal programmes. For it answers the all.important 
questicn: what type of society? A political party 

has accordingly to determine its position not 
in relation to strictly internal social and o<onon 
problems. but also to the pre\ailing economic 
political issues beyond its borders. 
of ideology. therefore. far from being 
scholastic issu:s. invoh·e th.:- most explicit formu_ 
lation of the me:llal plus Ihe intellectll:)l climate 
of the enquiring mind in search for solutions to 
specific political. economic and social Droblcms. 

At the beginning of the Industrial Revolution. 
Malthus. for instance. attributed the povlO!i"ty and 
misery of the rising industrial proletariat to an 
absence of "sexual discipline" and Ricardo. ac­
cepti~g the basic premises of \1althus. formulated 
the notorious "fron Law of Wages". which held 
the proletariat entirely respon..,ible for their po­
verty and misery. F-or, so it was argued, more 
wages for workers would merely encourage the 
productioo of 1110re children "'hich, in turn, wouM 
result in a fall in the "real" value of their wages. 

Faced with a situation involving grinding po­
verty and increasing misery for the workers, the 
methodological approach of Malthus and Ricardo 
ignored the fact that there was something inhe­
rently pemicious with Laissez·faire capitalism 
Instead. it accused the oppressed human clement 
-(the workers), caught up. as it were. in th(; 
merciless vortex of capitali~t exploitation - of 
lacking "moral self-control" Thus the classical 
economists failed to underMand that social in­
equalities. including misery of the workers, was 
being more a"d more accentuated by the i!1hcrent 
contradictions of the capitalist system. a sy!'tcm of 
organised exploitation which equated man with 
machine. 

The WeJ[are of Workers 

Socialist thought is therefore indebted to the 
perspicacity of Karl Marx not only for de-hunking 
the idcobgical assumptions of the classical eco­
nomists. but also for reversing their methodologi­
cal postulates. In so doing Marx squarely auri­
buted the mic;ery and poverty of the industrial 
proletariat to the internal contradictions of capital­
ism", hich. \\,:as. and still is. corccmed morlO! with 
the volume of profit and lc~ \\ ilh the welf:tre of 
the Workers. It is clear. then. that the mcthoJolo­
gieal approach of the classical economJsts to the 
crucial question of social inequalitics was ideo­
logically different from that of Karl Marx who 
argued that the whole comple\. of social inequali­
ties as a o;ocial evil cannot be eliminated from 
society unless and until the means of prodUCtion. 
distribution. marketing and c\.chan~c are in the 
full democratic control of a consciously organi-
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sed proletariat. Hence his famous clarion--caU: 
"Workers of the world unite. You have notbing 
to lose but your chains. You have a world to 
win." For all socialists this means 3 world of 
~CIU~.I not hypothetical social justice. a world in 
,-,hid'! a conscious redistribution of the national 
wcallil not only bridges the glaring gap between 
the rich .:md the poor. but also eliminates what 
the American economist. Veblen, has described 
as .. conspicuous consumption " 

For all soc iaji ~ IS. the socialisation o f the wor­
kers-i.e. arousilrlg their consciousness as a class 
of exploited r-~"r;:: for the purpose of organising 
them into a political force opposed to the exploi­
tative voraciou :,:'"'; of the capitalis t sys te m and 
its ethical prcsu r.1~lions-is the only means of 
achieving social J . . tice. 

ft is, therefore. clear that the struggle bct' '' een 
"Capitalism" and "Socialism" for soc ial justice 
in Ghana is bound to cont inue ro be a topical. 
live and dominating issue precisely because for 
all socialists the ideo logy of "capitalism" and 
the ide~, I."?:/ cf "socialism" arc mutually exclus ive. 
FUrihermo re, s ince the validity of the theoretical 
basis of a party's socialist programme must. in 
the final analysis. determine its political a ctivity, 
there is nothi:lg pejorative in a party being com. 
mitted to a theory of socialism it propeses to 
implement, at the appropriate time, with the fuli 
backing of popular mandate. 

Large Measure of Agreement 

In an article, in the (l.0. V/23), Dr. A~amoah 
confesses that the "Manifestoes issued by the­
Parties (ie. PP. NAL. UNP. APRP) are "quite 
similar", and goes on to admit that this was "not 
an accident" " because for a number of reasons 
[not stated] there is a large measure of agreement 
about the evtd ~ of contemporary Ghanaian society 
and the means by which they can be achieved." 

Although 01 . A samoah hardly bothers to ex. 
plain what he means by the phrase Uquit~ s imilar" 
and a " large measure of agr:!Cment , . : ', a dis. 
tinction must be drawn between the strictly 
technical limits of Ghanaian society within a 
GharJa considered a s a geographical fact . and the 
ethical goals of political activity in Ghana. If, 
therefore. by "ends". Dr. Asamoah mealls the 
"ethical goals" of genuine political activity in 
cO!ltcmJ: ::>rarv Gh<.> na i<';n society. then he has a 
dUly to explai1l what the~ goals are It would 
therefore appear on thc face o f it that the !ireless 
efforts of the opposition to duplicate and tripli. 
cate the PP into NAL. UNP. APRP etc .. is 
hardly worth the declaratory effusiveness of the 

leaders since the opposition, by its own 
is being presented to the public as 
emasculated and thererore all talk about o~: 
tion to the PP amounts to nothing but t 
political chicanery, 

Dr. Asamoah further says that "indigenous 
exploitation has not yet taken the rorm that ll!nda 
itself to Marxist analysis". But .... hat does Dr. 
Asamoah mean by "indigenous exploitation'"? 
Does he mean the "exploitation'" of "indigenous" 
people? H, so. by whom? Or, does he mean by 
"indigenous exploitation", the exploitation of 
"indigenous" natural resources? If so. by whom" 
It is painfully clear that Dr. Asamoah's ch.:Jicc 
of words has not been a happy one. Dr Asamoah 
is, however. entitled to his Own opiniro even 
thou!!:h his own analvsis is unwiuin!!:lv a vindica_ - - ... . 
tion o f the Marxist analysis. 

Ho w many more iniquities should "Internatioual 
Capitali"m" perpetrate in Ghani! in order to be. 
come susceptible to Marxis t analysis? Any dis. 
pa);sionate student of the history of cont:mporary 
social development in Ghana caooOI faiJ to observe 
that there is in Ghana a process of incipient social 
strat ification, however inchoate. The overriding 
concern of socialist polilical activity, therefore, is 
to arrest this process in order to prevent it from 
fossilis ing. 

Opposing 'International C~pitaJism' 

According to Dr. Asamoah, uthe Blain cause 
of exploitatiO'1 in developing countries, including 
Ghana. is "International Capitalism". Ever} 'iocial­
is t is bound to agree with this diagnosis of the 
malaise plaguing Ghana, and indeed all develop­
ing co untries. But it should be strongly emphasised 
that it is precisely for this reason. and in order 
to rid Ghana 01 all form s of capitalist exploitation. 
that the P.P.P .. as a socialist party. is unalterably 
and implacably opposed to all manifestations of 
capitalism including "International Capitalism". 

It is common knowledge that the P P.P. was 
banncd to elimw13te dangerous rivalry in the J 969 
General Elections on the specious ground that it 
was Nkrumah's party, a sub-conscious political 
Oedipus.Complex which is still haunting th ... minds 
of the guilty. That the P P.P. is not dead today 
is a result of a relentlcss struggle to affirm the 
cOil!i titutic'.l':!.1 right of any political p:.! r~y ! ;) C";; ::.t 
in Ghana. Furthernlore. the commitment of the 
P.P.P to socialism is a direct logical OpposlI l.:>n 
to all other parties which arc not socialist. 

As :1 ~ociali!'( party , the Peoplc'S Popular Party 
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no illusions whatsover about the ethical goals 

socialism, i.e .. the collective endeavour of all 
. ~ of the community to establish and 
I",su.'. a just society. Nor is the P.P.P. deceived 

pious phrase-mongering. Naturally as a so­
l eil' party, the P.P.P.'s main pre-occupation is 
with the unethical basis and structure of our so­
ciel) v.hich continue to create a vast con1plex of 
social inequalities. For the P.P Po. soc ial inequali­
ties in contemporary Ghana arc significant "lIough 
facts which cannot render a party "insignificant" 
merely because it advocates their total elimina­
tion BUI was the P .P.P. banned becau!lc it was 
"ic1significant"? If so. then nothing could have 
demonst rated more clearly the political imma­
turity. illiteracy and obtuseness of the N L.c. 

Some beneficiaries of the prescnt iCliqu ilOus so­
cial system in contemporary Ghana arc under· 
standably bound, out of sheer self·in tere~t, to 
oppose socialism. Such people, however, should 
do so with less hypocrisy and with more sincerity. 
The most "'traumatic" evrot in the Nkrul~13h era 
was not that socia li <;m "failed", but thai as a 
historical truth , socia lism as an economic propo­
sition was still-born . Otherwise, how, fQr example, 
could a genuine sociali st economic policy have 
seen fit to purchase with the tax payers' money 
sub.marginal gold mines in Kon:m~o whiie lcav;'1.g 
i ... tact and undisturbed. the International capi­
ti.! l ist stronghold of the Ar.;hanli Goldhcld'5; Cor­
poration on our main rich gold ore resource~'') 

The 'Craze' of Nkrumah"s Era 

Independent observers of the West hJ.ve als:> 
pointed out that the "craze" of the Nkrumah era 
for infrastructure (new roads, new ports, new faci­
lities for gcneral and technical educati:')n and the 
attempt to tran..,form an otherv.ise Colonial fron­
tier Force int:> a genuine. but idle National Dc· 

fence Force equipped with expcn~ivc modern 

weapons) ironically con tributed largely to Nkru­

rnab's o'\-n do .... ~'fall Oddly enough it was the be­

neficiaries of the new elitist ~tratum of Nknllnah\ 

"socialist" Ghana who con.spiratorially opposed 

his "wciali"m" If thi s argument is true then the 

Ie son must be clear There is little point in 

altcmpting l) build !-iocialism with opportunist or 

with either b\\ning or £aping sycophants in short 

Without com meed and dedicated socialists, In the 

coming stru~~lc t.)f sot.:ial justice in Ghana. the 

P.P P. will bc gUIJcd not only hy the Ics'>ons of 

the pa\ t but also hy the Ic\SOns of the present 

The Economy ~ 
T HE UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM 

By 
J L S, Abbey & Ken B.ew 

The rolc of human resources in the development 
of any country cannOI be overemphasised. If in any 
country, therefore. a large proportion of the people 
who can "ork arc idle for variJus reasons 0;­

human resources arc in general under-utilised, Ihis 
respresents a serious economic waste, not to talk 
about the soc ial and political problcm~ that it r.13Y 

~ . 
give fiSC to. 

Broadly sp~aking, the latter problem may be 
termed underempbymmt and the former un­
ployment. The focus of this article is 00 uncmpl..>y­
ment. This is not to say that underemplojT' .... .,t 
is not import..:.c11 in the country but tha t \';e sec 
It as more of a rural pr~blem. much les'- di stin­
~uishable. which the gove rnment's emphasis e!1 
rural development will hopc~iJ!!y c1imin<!!: in the 
near futur~. 

Elimmanon or Underemp~o)ment 

Rural development is of course aimed m mon.: 
tllao thc clim;nation or rural underemployment 
but \\"; b::l~.::v-.! that 2.ny such policy in Gh<!na 
should at least incluLie thi s crucial objec tive: the 
raisinp of rural and aiZricultural income' n ~ - -
meaningful way This C!)scotially amounts to the 
"rovision of adequate marketing facilities 'JnJ in 
th is regard the governmc'1.t's establishrrocnt of 
the "task force" is a step in the right direction 
It would ~cm at lea\t probable that if every 
farmer could ~ assured of :l malk~t f.or his out· 
put there could be less talk of low produciivi ty, 
mcchanisation etc. Surely productivity should be 
based on total output (which we do not know for 
most of our non·export agricu ltural products) ra­
ther than .... hat gets to the market. 

More than underemployment. however, it is 
uncmploymc.,t , ... hich has received more publicity 
in Ghana ovcr the past few years in both official 
and unofiicial circles. because heine. an urban 
phenomenon it is more conspicllOus. It is indeed 
ooe of the conerstolies of the population debate 
and the family planning exercise in parlicula r. 
Serious as the problem is. however. in the hands 
of fanatical anci perhaps over.comOllttc:.J advo­
cate", for poplllation control. the UnCOlplf)}'Olcot 
problem has been, on SOme occasions. blown out 
of proportion"" So it is that in e Scplcmber issue 
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)1l1li, Ilk ,,_ at gnw rapIoy-
Tbua ill die pomphld 

"C'rns ............... pulll' .,~ in 1969. 
JIOI"'I·1ion .... m ... u an iqre. 

dj r d of .. "1IIpndi' policy. it wu _led tbat 
ill 19fO .... roliployU_t wu all' pdy biah-25% 
of tile -.. "bour force and about 9% of tile 
..... 1 labour bee - and lhere .... bee" 110 signi· 
...... au I" rcducia& these JHopCIilioD". 

1'1 • , 

It wu also stated in Ihe same document tbat 
"tbc: ........ y will bave to find additioMl jobo 
for an average of about 144.000 penons each 
year IInril 1985". The ratienale for Ibis lancr 
emmale may be found in the new one year deve· 
IopJn.Dt piau. for the period July 1970 te June. 
1971. pullliold iD September. 1970. On poge 
145 of this document it is estimated tbat -aa 
many U 210.000-225,000 enter the labour market 
cac:b year. A growing proportien of theoe are 
middle "bool leavers. The preponcje!"i!~f this 
group among new entrants to tbe fto1Hir force IS 

\be result of Ihe expansion in the 1960's of middle 
scbooI aluc:ation. In 1970. more than 65.000 are 
expected 10 complete middle schools. Of these 
only II % .. ill gaiD admission inlO secolldary 
scbools. U 55.000 10 60.000 jobs are opened up 
for reploa_ts because of death and retire· 
1IICIIits. there remains I residual of 145.000 or more 
additiona1 job opportunities required 10 accomJllO. 
date the emual increase in tbe ra..... of job 
seekers'". 

There are two points 10 be made about tb .. 
two quotaticDs The first underlines Ihe lack of 
adequate It.-ledge of the IOtai number of UD­

employed, DOl 10 menlioD wbat the cbaracteristics 
of thr II are. Clearly there will DOl be much pro­
pas in reducing these proportions till .- knows 
iiiOIC then we DOW do. This 11M ans that cw:n if 
we ....,. III ~ ~ in creatin& tile requisite number 
of jobo they may not be filled because tile .­
entrants may DOl be found \0 be suitable or ...... , 
is ped..... betm _y of iI, tile jobo 
.... ted may DOl be .. itable the job 50 cit ..... 
TIois is bY the doi'" !bat &4 tile --
'Pe tlwt II hiP. "I' eTe II also aD 

........ 
Fmally. the real dlecII of tile e"1 '. of 

primary educ:alion bove DOl yet CIa .. 
employmcut sc'Ne TIle free and CIOIIIjIJIClIJ til 
catioD jriUBJammo _ started III die 1961{ll1· I 
demic year. In that year lUI t iD • 
Oass I wu more than double tbot of tile poeola 
ye ... from 106.928 10 231.184. 'The majlwlty of 
these pupils bove faithfully gone tID ....... die 1)'1-

tom and in 1968 the,e were 133,S77 of d n in 
Middle Form 2 as compared with 80,8'70 in die 
previous year. We tllerefore em .... 1e tbot It tile 
end of the plueut financial year Ibe filii IMICII 
of Middle Form 4 pupils wbo started om tile jHO­

gramme in 1961 win enter tbe job markes ...r 
there wilf be some 120.000 of thm! Oc rIJ faaa 
the next &nanciaI year 90% of on •• jobo 
created sbould be for Middle Fuow 4 So 1""31 
leavers. 

As already noted tbe unemployment 
is largely an urban phcnom I0Il. Tbis iI 
of the drift of peork foom rural 10 wt r., I 
which is of coune not pea";" to 017 
of the expl'M&- .... n, Ih= iI die 
of a minimum -.. in tile wbu 
tends \0 attraet more peop1e tJoon -W be 
with. This may DOl be 100 imjiOilOM I 9 
minimum wall' is ""0"_ ....,. in lisa I' 2 I 
union controlled eltlblisI'n ! .... AIIO .. 
many types of jobs, I "illIy 
ment, wbiclo do nat foB .. ~ .. '" doe 
minimum .... I .. hliaD ...r in ... 
d,rectly oIfect oaIuIed 

What be .lie 
.. liafoeticD h_ 
and 
boo Ii> 
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~::1 amenities and subsidised services means 
~ "real" income for the urban dwdlers for if 
/ie,,, had been non-ex.istent they would h2.vC had 

pay for them 

Another fa:tor is the system of educati'ln The 
~asis of the present system of education hfls never 

questioned seriously. The only Iheorit'!; of 
that .... e have are those that we in1lcritcd 

rorn o ur colonial masters. suited prc;)umably to 
more developed economies. This form of 
I therefore is a lu~ury for us. To think 

a:1Y form of education at all will in..:rease 
uctivity, generate surplus val ue and c'q:and 

economy t'llough to be able to absorb all those 
out of the educational stream. thus just i­

the initial investment. i~ a fallacy ('If mis­
concreteness. It must be pointed (lut that 

is rlOI JUSt investment but consUlllplion 
at the moment in Ghana. our educ3.!ian is 

for consumption in its overempha':is on 
formal academit education further encouraged by 
the nature of remuneratioo. 

Resources Vs. Production 

This structule of remuneration has tended to 
increase the expectation of school leavers. In the 
1950's and culy I 960's, when only about 20% 
of children of school going age went to ~chool. 
it was easy (!'lough to provide white collar jobs 
for suitable school leavers in the urban areas and 
at salaries well above what they would have earned 
in the rural areas. At the moment when the rate 
is about 60% and the numbers larger. it is no 
longer poSSible to provide jobs for all of them in 
the urban areas and they have thus swelled 
up urban un.:::mplo) ment 

Another reo.<.on for the urban unemployment is 
the improper balance between resource endow­
ment and (Jtoduction in the modern sector 
Thanks to our colonial heritage we ha\'c tastes 
for certain goods and services which if we cannot 
produce \\.c ha\'e to impen One ~ay of getting 
around this ha( been to plunge hlindly into import 
suthtitution. 

Since ~e arc poorly endowed with the neres<:ary 
resources we either have to imitate the ra\!, mate­
rial imports or import them. This is inimical to 
rapid c:o<pansion Not only do we hav,,! to import 
the raw matefluh and machinery as well as skilled 
personnel whkh nOt only leopardiscs our halance 
of payment-- hut abo part of the little employment 
which i, created is taken up by foreigners 

Secondly. th.: small size of the market means 
that mO!!l Industries cannot operate at full capa-

city so that fewer people than possible are em­
ployed. A lso with excess capaci ty. production is 
inefficient and this is reflected in the high prices 
of the locally produced good~. Added to this. the 
relatively capital intensive techniques of produc­
tion militate against making use of our cheapest 
input. with labour. and forces us to use more 
capita l which wc can ill afford All these militate 
agalOst the rapid expansion of the modern sector 
and. therefore. the creation of job opportunities 
is hampered. 

If we are prepared to live with all these coo­
tradictions in the economy. then. to reduce the 
population eV..!1I would not leave us any better off. 
If we cannOl produce goods and services efficiently 
then we have to stop produci.:1g human beings. 
For these imply that not only are c hildren luxury 
items but that adults are superfluous. 

MODERNIZING AGRICULTURE 

By 
• 

V K . Nyanteng 

IT IS noted that a typical farmer itn Ghana farms 
on a piece of land as long as it is fertile often up 
to 3 to 4 years. Once the fertility of the la!:1d is 
diminished. the land is left to revert to bush or its 
natural vegetation The farmer then moves on to 
another piece of land which may be miles away 
which he clears for his new farm. Meanw!lilc the 
fertility of the abandoned field is regenerated by 
nature. Within any period from two to about 20 
years, depending on the vegetati.::m and the crop 
the fanner intends to cultivate. the land i(' coosi­
dered again as ~uitable for a new farm This sys­
tem of farming is caIJed shifling culitivation.· In 
fact. it constitutes the main farming system In 

AfTlca. 

There was rationale for practiSing this system 
of farm:~g in the environment in which a Gha­
naian farmer found himself in the past. Land was 
plentiful and population relatively sparse 1n the 
absence of knowledge of the existence and use 
of fertilizers. and the usc of compost and 31l11mal 
droppings to maintain or improve the fertility level 
of the used field. the only way known to Icgene­
rate the fertility of the used field was tc allow 

.. EDITOR'S NOTE: I think, [ should point out 
that there i ~ a difference bcrn'ecn "shifting cul­
tivation" '\\hich means cultivators mo",! settle­
ments to obtain new lands and "bush fallow" 
s)stem which in'-olvcs only a change of fanD 
sites. 
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the field to fall fallow. 

Althougb shifting cultivation is the response at 
the traditional Ghanaian farmer to environmclltal 
circumMances, it has been established that the 
system is wasteful of capital in the sense that ca· 
pital is invested in clearing the field which is aban­
doned in a few years. It is estimated that if the 
field could be maintained and the capital invested 
in cJ~lring a new piece of land is used to expand 
and to improve the fertility level of the old field. 
farmers could make big farms. At prc5Cnl an 
average farmer only cultivates about 2-S acres of 
land. Because a farmer shifts after staying on a 
field for a relatively short period. thi! system 
gives the famlcr no ionccntive to invest in the land 
they work in other ways. Under the system, a 
farmer may have as many as six small famls 
scattered over a wide area This leads to both 
management and marketing problems. It is noted 
that the system is onc of the greatest obstacles 
in the way of agricultural development in the 
whole of Africa . 

The Major Cash Crops 

In an effort to increase the rate of agricultural 
development in Ghana, an attempt has been made 
to change this system of farming. Farmcr'\ have 
b....-en told that this is an uneconomic syc;:tem of 
farming. They have further been educated on the 
advantages that could be obta:"ed by stayirg on 
one field much longer if not for the whole of onc's 
life and how this could be achieved through the 
use of chemical fertilizers. compost and animal 
droppings to maintain or even to improve the 
fertility of the goil. However, despite all the lec­
tures and demonstrations. shift:"g cultivation sti ll 
remains the main farming system. It is necC"Ssa ry. 
therefore. to look marc carefully at the problems 
faced by a farmer attempting to follow a more 
settled system of agriculture. 

Ghana has two main vegetational zones. forest 
and savanna. In the forest zane where C()('oa has 
become the major cash crop and ha~ claimed a 
greater part of the zone. shifting cultivation has 
been reduced drastically. The nature of the oocoa 
crop makes the farmers in the forest zone stay 
<Xl the same land for as long as 50 or more years. 
Staple food crops of the "forest" people arC' plan­
tain and cocoyam and these could easily be grown 
on the cocoa fanns. 

]n the savanna zone, shifling cultivation S!i1I has 
greater attraclion and is practi<.;cd probahly to the 
same extent that it was a -=~ntury ag..,. 1 he two 
main contributory factors to the perpetuation of 
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About 80% of yams found in markets in Ghana 
grown in the savanna zone. The farmers in 
lone, through expcrirnce. have found QUI that 

'anlS always lequire "new" land for cu llivation 
order to get good} ield. Based on this expericn. 
a "new" field is always cleared to cu ltivate 

'a ms every sc~son. For this reason ~am is :i lways 
first CfOP to be cultivated on a new iand clear­

for farmiClg if the farmer cultiva tes yams as onc 
his crops. Yam farms can now be found at 

~i",a ln C(" of more than 12 miles from villages. 

~:~'~:~,havcsting this crop. other crope; "t!ci; as 
; ricc. ground nuts. cassava. etc .. are grown 

the same land. Some farmers claim thaI m:lize 
[can onl y do well on land on which yams have 5 r5t 
Jeen grown. The explanation is that such !and in 

area normally supports some gras.:) (Hyp:u­
tm"nia dissoluta) called nkunkuma by the Orongs. 

grass has an ex tensive root system which 
'onms a thick mesh few inches dow,;) the s::Jil. 1f 

n ne grass is cleared. the roots remain in til.! so il. 
If maize seed i ... put mto this soil it fails to ger­
minate . However. if mounds are made fo r the 
purpose of growing)' ams. th.:: roots of the grass 
are dug up and die under the sun. S:) that after 
harvcsting the yams. the land becomes s\'itable 
for maize cultivation 

The Problem o f Farmers 

Farmerc; who want to use • nl..ullkuma-infcsted·· 
land [or the first time fo r maize cuhivatiC'n clear 
the field much earlier. Icavc the g rass to dry on 
the field and then bum it. This action dc-stroys 
the roots in the soil and the field can he used 
for maize cultivation This ::;lashing and burning 
method is not widespread because the "savanna" 
J)I.~pl.:: largelv ... ubsist on yams and alway ... sec to 
it that thc\ ~row vams at least for their subsis-. - . 
tence before considering other crops for cash. 
Some farmers have di ... covercd that if th.; field i'\ 
ploughed. the roots )f the soil come to the surface 
and die. thu '\ making the soi l suitable for maize 
cuhvation. The prohl.;:m of the farmers who 
would like the u .. c of this method is that thc-}' find 

it dimcult to ;!Cl tractors ar:ld other implemrnts to 

plough the land 

The use of fertilizer .. might enable these farmer\ 

"fay on the ... ame land and maintain the yieid or 

c\en improve on it But here. too. there are pro­

hlcms. tost of these farmcrs are so poor thal they 

cannot afford the cOSt of fcrtilizers and ..... ith the.: 

io.oow ledge that the yam can do well on new land. 

which they stili find abundant. they give prderence 
to shifting from field to field with th~ seasons. 
Some farmers have tried the use of fertilizer on 
their yam farm s and have no t been succe~sful in 
its applica tion . Such farmers have concluded that 
it is probably not true that fertilizers can make 
the difference. Others who are convinced that fer­
tilizers can make all the difference and enable 
them to stay on the same field. find it difficult 
getting fertilizers to buy in thei r a rea With the 
belief that ya m a lways requires a new field for its 
cultivation and the problems of getti ng the ferti­
lizers. shifting cultivation has remained the ma il l 
farming system amon~ the foods tuff farmer!o in 
the savanna zene. 

Pnctice or Shliliog Cultivation 

Another important cO:Hribmory factor to the 
continued practice of the shi fting cu lti vation sys­
tem of farming is a grass plant (Imper • .lta Cylin­
der~ca) called enloo by the B rongs. sebegro by the 
As~a.,tis. and IC!I1!,lfcmu by the people ar0und 
As~boaso. The vegeta tive part of thi s grass is used 
as a roofing material by the farmers for their 
buildings. storage s tructures. etc. After a new field 
has been cleared and put under cultivation of some 
crop. th is grass sta rts germinating on the field . 
Initiall},. the gra~s grows gradually and not a ll 
ov,:: r the field so that a new field eould be cJ("ared 
at lc.lg intervals. On new land which is suppt>rting. 
say. yams. weeding may be d:>ne about 2-3 times 
between planting and harvesting. It is claimed that 
on an old fidd the grass grows SO rapidly that. if 
such a field is used to cultivate yams. weeding 
ma} be done about 4 to 6 times between planting 
and harvestmg. 1t is believed that. if fertilizer is 
used o n such a field. the grass grows much faster 
and weeding has to be done at relatively s:lOrter 
inte rvals. Thi-s contributes to the farmers' un­
willingness to sta~ on the same land and use fPort i­
lizer to regenerate the fertility of the soi l 

This is one of the problems caused hy th is 
gra!ls Another problem is that when it is w.:eded 
2.nd it starts germinatmg again. the young plant 
stabs the farmers when the~ go to work on such 
a field. They claim it is vcry painful. Becausc the 
f:!rass ~rows fa~ter. and mav soon cover the whole 
" ". . 
field. it becomes difficult for the farmers to work 
on \uch fields. So after the land has been ul)ed 
for a .. hart time of. sa! :!--t planti~1g seasons. fo r 
various crops. it is abandoned 10 be taken over by 
the grass. 

There arc at least two possible solutions to the 
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problem of the grass. The first solution to the 
grass problem is that the field should be p!oughed 
after every sea!on's cultivation so that the grass, 
which starts growing. is largely destroyed as ex­
plained above. The other soiution mig!'ll be the 
use of wecdicides to kill the plant to Ire root. 
Starn F.34 and Swep powder have been tried at 
a rice experimental farm near Arnantin in thl 
Brong Ahafo Region to destroy the grass. 

In conclusion. it is being suggested here that 
if the shirring cultivation system of farming is to 
be slopped to give way to a beucr system of farm­
ing in the savanna zone, then the use of plou2hs 
and weedicid.:::s must be considered along-o;;ide the 
use of fertilizers 

-~, .---.. 

Observer Notebook 

The Fight against Cholera 

TliE Ghanaian press reports that on Friday 
the lIth of December. the Minister of Health 
made a statement in the National Assembly de­
tailing the measures taken by his mini"try to 
oounter the possible outbreak of cholera in this 
country when the officials learnt of its OC(;,Jrrence 
ill neighbouring Guinea . 

The measures, according to the Ministe r of 
Health. included a thorough briefing wlih films 
and lecturcs of all doctors in the ministry's major 
centrcs and regional heads of Medical Services 
on the measur.::s to take for the prevention. treat· 
rr.cnt and cure of cholera. The doctors were asked 
to investigate all cases of diarrhoea by laboratory 
methods. In keeping with international prttclice, 
certain priority groups were singled oul for anti­
cholera vaccination. these included fi shermen 
whose occupation took them along the West 
African coast and who. therefore. were likely to 
contact the disease and spread it most The fisher· 
men, however, had refused vaccination because 
of its unpleasant side·effects. 

Thl! disease, the minister is reported to have 
said. had. as been foreseen by his mini ~.try, been 
imported into the western and central n.:glolb. The 
outbreak in Kcta had been transmitt.:!:..! I hrough 
mourners in Togo. Rigorous measures <l2ainst a 
further spread of the disease. and for the speedy 
cure of cases had been immediatelv taken But 
the ministry still thought that 'the only way the 
disease would be overcome was to acc..:ierate the 
provision of {;ood drinking water and 'In efficient 

latrine and refuse disposal system for (he 
tion'; that 'it was ridiculous to clamour for 
nation. when it was much easier to prcvc,t 
ty the observance of personal and publi.; hygiene, 

The Minister of Health made a I:>rave ~how • 
but did not really meet public criticisms of his 
ministry's handling of the cholera pro~lc1l1. The 
first point is. why. knowing the generally loose 
character of our West African frontiers. jid the 
ministry not start immediately with vilcdnation. 
01"1 hearing of the out·break in Guinea bJt lesortcd 
to the magical Connula, 'there is no C2l1se for 
alarm?' 

If vaccination is unnecessary. why then did the 
mmistry resort to it at all? It is certa;"ly lUdicrous 
to talk of sanitation as the really effecti;:e rreven. 
tive measure against cholera. 1t will take genera. 
tions for Ghana generally to acquire good water 
and that sort of sanitation system, pcp)c()al and 
public hygiene that would check a cholsa out­
break once it appears on our borders. And that 
just is the reason why vaccination. to which the 
minister himself. with all his impeccabl~ JX"Psonal 
C:irld household arrangements, has proo!lbly had 
a recourse with his family, is necessary. 

The public is concerned about the lack of fore· 
sight shown by his ministry not only i.l failing to 
set about vaccination promptly but ,\Iso in the 
bizzare arra':1g~ments made for the operation once 
it gJt under \\ay. The minister surely s.::.w for 
himselr the endless stretches of attenda:tts at the 
Adabraka polyclinic. And if this is what hl1ppened 
In Accra. how did the villagers fare? As il is. it 
IS nlC3ningful (0 ask how many deaths hav!: occur-

• 
red of which we know nothing. 

The Ministry of Health must be told that words 
like 'there is no cause for alarm' are never a subs­
titute for action and planning and that the public 
expects some lmaginati.on in the deploymmt of 
Yo<ork teams on occasions of this sort. The ufficials 
ere paid to cater for tbe convenience of the public. 

ADVERTISE IN 

THE 

'LEGON OBSERVER' 
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rs 
The [lrccts of Ibe Surdurce 

a kiter publi~hcd in the (L.O. V 23) a '::ll!,InbulOr 

the rrunufactur..::rs of thi .. country fer thcir 
to put up a concrete case for ,lOY objc.:tions 

rna) ha\'c against the 5ur(;hargcs rc.::c.:ntly Imp.)~cd 

impMtcd fa.... materials. 

ma~ing thc~ comments, )'our contrihutor "as 
pb,bl, guided by the recent statement Whllh was 

b) the ~Ianuraclurcrs' Association and published 
r ,,· .• local dal'ies. I am not a member of the EXcell-

Lommillcc of the Manufacturer.;' A~~ocialion and 
~ "o, speal.. fN them. But I can imagine. coming. as 

I so soon after the Pre~5 interview by the i\llnislcr 
Finan(c and Economic Planning. thai the qatcmcnt 

Intended to be a reply to the Mmistu's mterview 
was published in the Graphic issue of 10th 

1970. 

agree with your contributor that the A<;<;,,'cialion's 

t~~~~;: d id not merely beg the question bu! Lt was 
uncalled for I personally con~idercd Ihe 

commt:nts ~o arrogant thai nothing \rort of an 
condemnation should have been Ihe m{"lsl ap­

top",,, thing 10 do. lIow<:ver. the ASSOClatLon. per-
cowed b~ the [\1;n;<ler's word~. thou~ht It fit 

relreat f rom its pro., ;ous st.and and to aGopt that 
~f"a',,,, attitudt:. t thin!" the time has cl'mc when this 

or sheepish submission 10 aUlhoriy should cease, 
that people should begin to put on th1.:ir thln!..ing 

• 

caps and behave lI!..e men. 
The manuradu rers ha\'e not been able to call for 

c;!.neellatinn of the Open General Licence system and 
the sllrcharge. because to an extent. the presen t sLtuation 
is th.:i. own crcati{"ln. At a time when this counlry W 3 S 

in ~cch economic difficulties ..... hen Ihe balance of pay­
ments po .. ition was in danger of p;)<;sible dislo .. :ation. 
the bu\inC5'mcn piled Uf' prev,ure up{"ln the :;o\"c rn ­
ment to place raw mate ria ls on Opcn General liC'CJ1ec. 
Whether they thought this could be achieved without 
some mean heing de\ic;cd for protecting tn" fure ign 
cJ(ch:mge pCl':ilion I do not know. Now that they have 
got the ()G_L. the) asked for. can they turn round to 
tell gmernment to cancel a system they have thcmsches 
ad\ocated? And 50 the half-hearted approach and con­
trad,ction";. to say nothing of the confusion in thc m,nds 
of the public. must go on. 

Thi~ I' not to <;ay that the gO\ eromcnt ha~ any justlfi­
c~tion in introducing import surch3r:;es of such seve­
rity Beforz. the Budget. manufacturers in the shoe in­
dustry. for eump\c, \Ioere paying import duty on raw 
materials at the I<!te of 10%. This rate of duty has now 
been increased 10 66i90. an inerea~e of 56i%. In add i­
lIor to thi<;. we no ..... ha\ e to pay import su rcharge of 
40("< This brings the tota l additional tax bu rden to 
96;Cfr \Vhere we ha'e to Import nc .... machlncT) for 
rep'accment purposes we have to pay another 50/0 
surl'harge. 

\"'nat LS the sense In this. I <!sk? How on c<lnh ca n 
<;uch incIT"lSC<; in taution be justified? I can undcrstand 
a ~raduated increase of say fiyc. ten. twenty. or eyen 
thiny r.!r ccnt. But how can you jump from tcn to 
l06jo/t: and e:tpect the manufacturer to continue in 

\, 

use apex 
ball point pen 

-• 

• 
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business. And yet this is what has happe.nd In the ca~ 
of the shoe industry_ 

To add pain to injury, the government has persistently 
warned that in spite of the increa§Cd taxation. it does 
not expect any significant increa~ 10 prices. This is 
precisely ",here I dlS.:lgr.:!c. We have il on record that 
with 43% dc\alualion. prices rose in 1968 hy no less 
than 14.9 reT ctnt. Devaluation loss C2.nr,ot be "3id 
to be a dircd item of cost to a manufacturer ar:d if it 
should influence prict5 to this C\.lcnt. then II is ob\ lousl)' 
wishful thinking to say that with these fant:\~tic in. 
creases in the cost of re\ .. materials l~ c,j!;ting price 
Jc\"c:1 should be maintained. If the gO\.ernmem is not 
prepared to rationalise these taxes then It sh.:)uld be. 
bold to tell the people to expect price incn:as::~ which, 
to my mind. would be considernblc. It is recessary 
to make this quite clear to s.,"e busin~men from 
beine used al !Cape-eoats. 

Amb3.SS:ldor Shoe Factory Ud. 
P. O. Box 363 
Aw. 

E. E. B Ofori·AHa 
M::n!lJ,':in; Director 

~d"rship io R:.:ral Denlopmer:t 

SIR-May' add a thought to Clemence Kudiabor's 
iugsestion of utilising local notables for the l!e\-clop. 
ment of "illa,('~. 

To achieve hl~h and e,,·enl)· distributed growth In 

our rural areas. it i, acalmcci that a multiplicity of 
small projects covering a large proportion of the \'illage.\ 
in Gh.m3 will be: n«:cs.sary. This approach. howe"er, 
has proved and Will continue to pro\'c the most difficu!t 
to conceive and operate. For each small proje:::t the 
three cssential ingredients are expertise (inciuding 
I'in3ncc). 1001 knowledge (of the people and agriculture) 
and motiv:uion (integrity. having the confidence of the 
p::opl:: concerned. and a willingness to help). Howe\'er, 
rarely will all three be present in sufficient quantity for 
succc~s. Up to the prescnt time the Ministry of Agricul­
ture has been making strenuous efforts in local agricul­
turd de\,e1opment by relying on village·bas~rt agticul. 
tural :lSSistanls. who tend to emphasise their own gene. 
ral agricultur.J.1 upertise to the detriment of a full 
appreciation of the problems of thdr particuiJ.r eQYj. 

ronment. not to mention any Jack of motivation (as 
oron Akyea said-"civil servants do not have 10 exert 
thcm!cl.cs 10 get paid"). 

H (as L.O. V'24 implied) the above method'l at;! nOI 
proving satisfactory. is It time to tum our <llte-ntlon to 
"the village school master. the calechisl etc'" The qua· 
lities likely to be found in a few prominent persons in 
each community wt)uld Inelude local knowledge and 
moli\'ation bul nol agricultural expertise. Could not 
this expertise pr')bJcm be tad..led by a strategically 
pl:u-ed department through which the government could 
find its proper role and achie\'e the sucres,> il 50 che· 
rishes with 5urpmingly liule cost? 

Em isa!!ed is a deJ'artment based on district or regional 
Jc\·.:1. staffed hy a handful of competent agriculturalist,> 
anr{ eqnipn-:d with a carefully prepared sene'> of "Do· 
It·Yourself.typc'' manuals such as "Introducing toma­
hK:'I a~ a C'ash crop" or "How to bUild a sm:!11 dam 
f..,r irng:'lti\lIl") Thc de\'elopmcnt process ,,",auld then 
rei} on the initiatl\.e of the\{' local le3de~s (who wish 
to help the community. understand the ennronment and 
the people pt'rsonally and are respected. trusted and 

• 

inlellit;enl) to approach the "projects" office al d;,lIria 
le\·e1 and say "We have a problem but abo the ",'ilJi ... 
ness to sol\"e it if you will help us". The proittl of&cer 
can then prorer advice and the appropriate literature 
and. If ncc«.ury. \i .. it the r:roject_ The local initiator. 
howc\·cr, , ... ould rdnain pnmarily responSible ror the 
project 

In this W3\·, not only will the cost of den:lt1pmenll 
he cut. bUI its S:.1Cl:e~ made more sure became it resI\ 

In thc hands of tl'!c community itself. 
Ar,riculfural ECODorniC'i Depanmenl Neil Parker 
~on 

'nle Lost Oppo!'tUoily Of The Hutdlful lncidenl 

SIR--corrcspondence on the Hutchful episode ~nd espe. 
cially Mr. Adjei-Brenyah's lettcr in your last i~cuc (I. 0 
V /24) have so shocked me that I must O\'erCllmc my 
indifference and write 10 give one other \ide of the 
story. 

One had hoped that for once the Hutchful epi~ode 
would spark a rc\olution amongst Ghana 'tudcnts ~o 
that they would rise up to their re5ronsibilily towards 
Ihcmse);·cs and society. But Ghanaian students ~it quiet 
ly and do nothing when poltticians talk of slashing their 
grants bUI the politiwlns continue to ride in tlil; C:::~_ 
They do nolhing when aher one. year these politicians 
do not declarc their assets ::IS enjoined on them by the 
C('In~titution. e e t .. bo,,'e all. they seem totally unaware 
of what, for In~tance. Djakarta students did 10 their 
roliucians when they thought they were guilty of pro­
fligate spending and were thus letting the: re\·ciution 
down. 

Gh::lnaian society not only took the Hutchful chal­
lenee lying down but also had to employ the old un­
sober adulatory arguments to justify its re\erert:e for 
people who take it for rides- yes, Gh;:ma is so great 
that our Pnme Minister should ride in a Mercedez 
Ben~ . How d<!re one sug~est OUR Prime Minister 
should ride 10 a smaller car when e\cry small basiness­
man can buy such a car etc. etc. Thev are totally un· 
aware that in a country like S ... ·edcn. for instan-.:c:. the 
Prime Minister. campaigned in the last elections in a 
Volkswagen; that in a country lilce Sweden, the Prime 
Minister has not even an official residence yet. ,,"hat· 
e\er you may think. Sweden is definitely 'Tcatu- and 
much richer than Ghana 

Indeed a people gets the government it desery<,"i and 
Ghanaians are doing ju~t that. includin~ the Legan 
Socicty on National AffaIrs. whose only aeti\it} seems 
to be pubh~h;ng its ··or.ean" every fortnight: indudlOg 
me who am ~ sickened by il all that I have oplre oul 
of the society and think only of m)'self and mine. 
Ghana Pub'i~ ir.t: CorporntiDrl W K. An'i:lh 
PubJ[stliD~ Oil isioD 
Prh'ale Post Bag 
T.ma 

The Net'd for Pnss Council 

SIR - The Milllster of Information. Mr. Brodie-Mend,. 
has called for the immediate establishment of a Pre" 
10 the country. The nced for a Pro!"is Coum.il 
ha,> ),cen ~trc'5scd O'er and ,)\er by almost all the news­
J'l3pers In the country Including the Spokmnan and the 
~on Otxent'r. The call by the Minister should. ther.· 
fore , be welcomed by all those who cherish the rreedom 
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press. 
• 

OI:c.,ioa of thc Minister's call. howc\er. raises 
feaN ::bou( the motive behind his slalcm::nt. The 

ca ll W35 the Immediate result of the Spol.es­
rerort that Scotiand Yard was helping , .... Ghana 
in their imcnigatiom; ('In a currency deal .A.no­

repo rt was on a news despatch on the h.;:ahh of the 
I According to Mr. 8rodic-Mcnd~. the ne ..... s 
-Iulkd" b)' "pctlplc who respected thcm'>cl\cJ and 

r pwfc'>lIolOn" 
p o" C(luld con.:ludc thai the Spo"c";r.aD·~ rC;m11 W:'IS 

N(m the ,;u'I,'sllOnS which 3.ri~ arc thc~c v.-h\' 
an~ of th e ro\,crnmcnl.O\\ncd nCW'ipapcr<. publish 

$cotlan,J Yard story: \'\'hy did the !,-o\'crnmcnl 
n,lt 10 inform the Gh:tnaian public of thc tru e 
I of thc Prcsid.::nt. and especially of IhC' nature 

his !I!n::~s? 

r..lr Orodic-I\lcnds \.\-ant a Prc!>s Council made 
of m~m~f'\ \' ho will bc ch(',<;cn hy the go· .... rnment. 
whom tncy \·."Ii l be "yes men';''' Thc occasIOn of thc 

call \',as unfcrtumHe. Wh;1t we want i .. a 
Cc,l.!n(.:il cO;"1pri',;n& rncmb>.:~s with nntion~ of ree· 
and of indepcnden..::e of mind. who will ha\'c the 

<;en .... ___ to ruhlie the lruth. If what is dcsiroXl is the 
·1 of facis which may be un~lC<l lnt. then 

is 'cq:Ji red IS a Ccn<;orship Bo:!.rd and nllt ? Pres~ 

"all ElUllt,Hluel Addy 

Splil in tl:! !: Vo~ta ltC1:ioQ 

-Mr Co<;m:!..-.. Ya\\ Khra'~ commeilt~ in the ul!on 
( L "0, ,. 23) on M~, J II. KO~,.l Fw.fo(~ 

c,,:pr:~~H~'l~ ;:!"!,'ul r..:ccnt rn"l\"e~ for sec\: <ion 
,hl' \'01la flo! 'un of Ihc h.ralhl O"lril"' ,puillicl\' 

~Ialed 1:0 ... S"j.'C "I ils !cadef~ ... ere I rr.::le\2.nt and ml" 

f\:f) pc\'pk hao; the malicnahlc right Itl r,~WClate 

""lIh d'l,d,e\ cr "I,unH'y It likes. P;O\ idcd condith"')n\ are 
f:1\ou;abk ~,lr h..hr.,J. has C\CT)' ril!ht to cxpre\o; hiS 

b" ;>1" .... t!--::- ~ T !"hh 'ra an1 hi~ /1.1 Ps. !,luI hi~ eHorts 
tn hhncl\ ur!' .... ':1 Ihelr tnf:lllihilil, h~\'e on I) ~u .. cecded 
In II nt: h.·n ¥ hs )1·. n i&n0r":lnce of natlnnll tn.:r.d" so 
far a:;. d .. • cI'~rr-c 11 planninr,: for areas in the l(,l~ntry IS 
c{'m;crn .,1 

I b~:'l:''; \:r ri .. fM wa" rlghlfully Wnlil3.llOg his 
\'iC'\vpo;n. ;;.r.d c '- .... ';"n ~~OU! the c;ron~{'u\ \\:If ground. 
lc~!1 ':Ih" t- ~""I"!'I:1.('fll ,' ... bC'i"l~ rroj~'tt~ In explain 
the n":""I1.'ct or Kra.hl Oi,lri(t. ~hilh I~ IU\! {,'1e ;Imcmg 
m.1m' unJ1.'\1."('nc"c arc:ts It I~ stranfe 10 5U!!!l:C~t tl':lt 
Ihe Yoh3 Rcgl('l:1 -\,!mlnl.-..:r:lIion 311d. Krachi Ddrict 
('ounol ,fC r_~,",""m!1hle f,lr thc altered "dlscrimin;'lIOr." 
ne~I("'C1 I,r Kra ... j 11 IS :;.Ir:tn~e !.Iill fC'r a well informed 
l'jli1t:n I,f I,'¥..I\' Ghana tn t'C so pillfulh u",,",,-are of 
the ~('Our~e of dc\ehl;"mcnt planning for the rcglom at 
1C.·l",1 b..:~,'r.: Iho: S. ·--nJ Rt:r.ublic ao; 10 I:O,1(el\-1.' Ihat 
joininr ;o.noti"cr rC'!I.'n would be thc '-"olulion 10 neglect 
s..~ "otr Kh~a'~ 1\1.'1,1 analogy IS nOl IU'I unfilling but 
funny 

IImlC'·Jr:\hl,.. \1 P ~ f\1T the arc.1 <;h.luld al !c;I.-..t "now 
the IfU' \' And m3lic II Ih..-.r n .. o.;;pon~ihllit) 10 clea r the 
mind~ .,f th ... lr r.:'ople I,f 'iuch an CTr(1r imtead ("If knd. 
iOlt Ihclr ~IIP"Mt II' II Tn any cas':."' "c know that our 
'C'I\emm-:nt "no,"" the ~lluallOn and It~ implillltions 
toel1er H:'I.rrih tOIl. we know Ihat Krachi is (lnc of the 
undevelopcrl areas in thc Tt,ion on tht' priority list 

-
With the dcvalualion of planmng in thc regions n09 
should the Ica<krs of Krachi be al a ICISS as to whal 
do aboul thclr grie\anccs. they are advised to quid 
make Ihem known 10 Ihe Volta Region Planning COl 
mille<! 

l\1elK3h S:JTbab lIall J. K. S3picDI ALp:-l 
Lea:on. 

Obsencr's Lanl!uage 

SIR- Plea .. e allow m:.:. to draw allenlion to the follo'W 
probkm 

The r..:adlng public of Ihc Legon Obsencr en 
readi ng, and highly :lppreci3tcs. the contnbutior 
both :13tlona l a.nd ir!lcrnatron:l1 a ffair<; , which ar(; 
of hi1h qua.lity. and show marks of objectivity 
p;cse!ll~tion of 1hz faCIO;, But a problem "CCUT"i whe 
thcr..: is (hoile of 0 .. cr·5p~;;:i;:lizcd v:ords, 'Whi ch 31 

often b.:rond the I:Om~rehcnsion of some of uo; Wil 
special rdeTen;;:e 10 both Special Edilio"l<;' "B'lsia SI 
Far" (Vol. V'20) and "Opposition So Far-Gh<lna am 
Africa'· (Vol. V,23) the contribUIOrs w~nl too far and 
made It Impossible fer some or us to appreciate their 
efiorts 

/l.by I appeal to your contr ibutors 10 wnle morc 
o;lmrl~ bearing in mind the \;lfying standa rds of rour 
m':ln~ n.:adcrs.· 
L.A . (\D~lic:;:m) !\tiddlc Sdlool J. E . Oom£Cb 
Fum:",ua·Asbaoli 
.!I Edilor's ~ole: \\ e hope our eontribulol"'i ",ill t3k~ 
note or this. 

~f j sc~l1an"" nus 
LEGALISATION OF ABORTION 

By 
E. M Olcherc 

ON the 19th of November. 1970, an honou:al­
member of Parliament tabled a mo~ion cail,ng en 
the HOllse to Icgalise abortion 

Ma\ 1 take this opportunity to comll1ent on 
this all important motion_ The honourable memo 
ber asserted that illegal abortion in the CN!I fry 

has b~cn on the asccndcncy within the last t' 
year') ba"ling his assertion o n figures re1easf'd 
centl~ by the Minisler o f Health_ Out of 
Ifi.955 abortion ca..,es treated. III womcil I 

man~ of whom were unmarried and girls, T 
very serioliS and the report should allr' 
attention of all citizens. 

But the questions now to be looked I 

whether the move to legalise abortion 
an end to abortion or reduce the numt 
lion cases: and ir it is leealiscd wha - . 
to be its religious and social implica ' 

II mU'it fir~t of all be considered if i 
rot to encoural!c abortion as far as r 
Christianity or Islamic. is concerned. 
Commandment of the Decalogue ..... 
"Thou shall not kill" . In the Chr:c 

I 



• , THE LEGON OBSERVER 18 December 

lcrefore. any ODe who causes abortion is as 
:lty of murder as anyone who geLS it causcct. 
is decision has been arrived at becaus.! I am 
winced that causing abortion-leading to the 

h of the foetus and premature birth uf a 
e father or mother-is no less a crime than 
19 a dagger through the heart of another per-

" " ~his act is vehemently opposed La religious 
ds and teachings. ]( th..: house should over­

these points and approve of the motion, then 
'uld be indirectly helping poopl: to cause 

r and it is likely to incur the bitler dis­
• UI e of the religious bodies in the country 

IJ)O .! fact the world at large. 
ISo,1l our women stop this practice if abortion 
• 
legalised and will they always go to the gov-

oment hospitals to have it caused as was anti­
paled by the honourable member? 

It cannot be over.emphasised that, with the Ie· 
,alisation of abortion, our women, partIcularly 
he young, will be encouraged to indulge in for· 

nication and habitual sexual acts at the e~pense 
of their health. Many women and girls arc likely 
to fall victims and the number of abortion cases 
wil1 increase in great numbers. The people to 
suffer most will be our lady students and village 
school giris. And since many of them are tar away 

from government hospitals, the quack. 
will definitely go into business on a large 
The number of deaths among our girls will 
crease instead of being reduced. 

Legalisat!on of abortion will definitel} be a 
boon to our numerous "high time"' girls and lure 
OIhers into prostitution since they would be able 
to have a legal way out to avoid ha"'ing "un­
wanted" babies. They will ever look upon married 
life with contempt and shun it so as to enjoy the 
pleasures of "care-free" ]iCe. Will they nOI tben 
become a menace to the society? 

It has been observed that divorce b u<;,uall) 
averted when women get 1010 the family way. 
There IS of too a reconciliation after safe c'chvery 
and peaceful married life continues. Scmc girls. 
particularly school girls, have been abl..: 10 gd 
husbands because the men who put them in the 
family way have often been compelled to marry 
them. What would have been the fate of such 
women if abortion had been made legal? The 
"fortune hunters" would have quickly resorted 
to abortion to enable them wTite 0([ their pros· 
pective wives and concubines. 

Legalising abortion means legalising the sale 
of abortion drugs. And can it be guaranteeJ that 
in their haste to "get the thing out" our girls will 
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pallel'l enough to take the drugs according to 
( "'CU"OS and also go in (or the right type of 

this case in it s entirety. one would be 
to conclude that legal bing abortion is 

, .. oOt nt to leaving a house by the mlin g . .uc 
to ~tcal back into it through the back door. 
this connection, rna) I suggest that the 

1~:~:~e~parenlhOod Association be given e\er) 
~ both financiall} and technically, to 

and extend it s opcraiions to eeucate 
women on how best they can 3'ooid havmg 

babies. Prevention is better than (:lire 
our women should not be encouraged to uke 
only to di spose of it through lega l abortions. 

legal aClion should be taken 
~ ;'''I any quack doctors who cause abortion as 

as the women who go to them to have their 
aborted. and severe punishment meted 

to them . Where shall we head to if ab..~i1ion 

legalised? 

For the information of IVif. K\~ .. :](hl O KODtopi33t 
LETIT:R FRO\1 TIlE ClT(?.E~S OF KO''TO-

TO HON. K\\ADWO KO NTOPIAAT 

_ We ought to have written earlier, but for pres­
of . 'ork and tht" question of paying for postage, 

with timidity. 
your lac;[ visit to your const ituency of Kon­

it was agreed at the meeting of the Execu­
Commiltee of the dynamic "Ebl 'ti Vic Party" 
our annual Fund Raising H:nc<,t "hould tlke place 

Sundav, 15th Novemher, 19iO. Bdor..: you left for 
in your new shin;ng "Super", you rcm::mber 

"e organized a fitting "c\c,lme with the prof\d8and~ 
blaring high-life music With ,nteomlttent :tnnoun<.'C· 

~~~:cOf \'our arrival at Kont('lpiaatl.. ·om and how the 
~ t \'illa;:e was turned into Jubilation, as if there was 

wedding march in one of the big towns It was with 
heSitation that you invlt\;d your parents", ho can­

do away With their wall..ing sticks, to ride in your 
"Su.,er", with all the villager; lool..ing In amaze· 

"the in",de of your car", the radio and you­
Wife bV your .. ide In fact, it was a doly which 

citizens of Konlopiaatkrom Will never forget 
We fo llowed your in<;truction .. to the letter and won· 

how the townsmen ano "'omen would be able 
maLe their contributions t"'lards the annual harvest 
you a:e aware, owing to the recent heal)' rains the 

r:,~.":::~~;: of thr. fanners (If good cocoa har.cst had 
shattcred Already "ome farmers, including your 

uncle who had done so mueh for the dynamic "Ebi 
I"" Yie Party", had rai~d loans from some middle­
men with the understanding that payment would be 
made during the cocoa ~a .. on. \\ith the threat of legal 
actIon against them Some cf the farmers did not take 
thei :- creditors .. eriou"ly nor threat o f coun action 
since the raising of loam j~ not a new th ing to them 

Smce your la~t visit there had been "Cries of deaths, 
mcludlng ) oung and old at K(ln topiaatkrom 

Owing to the funeral celebrations, our seer:lary, Koo 
Bro wasted Ihe time of the whole E'<eculive "ommittee 
members falling to call a meeting 10 final ize .. II arrane;e· 

ments In connection with our annual harvest_ At last 
long, the secretary travelled to the local Governors, 
at a distance of about 7 miles, for a penni! to enable 
us to organize our annual fund raising harvest. Accord-
109 to the secretary, who incidentally is an illiterate , 
the local gove rnors, (you know them better than :--e 
villagers and so there is no necd for giving thei ~ offie:al 
tit!es) ha\'c not chanfed the ir altitude since the colomal 

days. 
The) insisted that Koo Bro. the sec retary. should 

·sr.:ase their palms" before they Issue him with ~ 
pamit IIc made i. plain to them that this was the "I:!bl 
1\"11 Yie Party" I II pown and that if they would 'lot d iS' 
chargc their duties without fa vour, he would "'"-c to \t 
that tl'.cy were either tra nsfe rrcd or dismissed, Furthcf 
he would nol hesitate to bring it to the no tice of our 
Member of Parli amen t, Hon Kwadwo Kontopiaat, 
DDT, ASP R 0, AP e. A FRO Realizing tha t 
Koo Bro was not a man of straw who should not be 
played wnh, a pennit was hurriedly issued to him_ 

It was upon Koo Bra's arrival to Kon topi aatkrom 
that it became known at the local " Don't Mlnd·Your­
Wife Palm Wine Bar" that the ~ocal governo:s were 
encouraged by the "Jokers Party", our rivals, to disrupt 
all our plans, and prevent us from organizing our annua l 
fund raising harv::st fe stival 

On the day of the hane .. t the whole population of 
Kontopiaatkrom \Vent wild With JOy. as we p:lraded the 
narrow streets with ou r ba rvest products, which included 
a big goat and danced to the music of "Sca Never Dry 
Brass Band" You remcmber, the Organising Committee 
of the hanest passed a resolution of no confidence in 
)"ou, for neglecting to fulfi l your p romi~s. especially 
the tarring of the village narrow streets. Koo Bro who 
has been watching your interests all these days, took 
a decision and managed to raise a loan with which 
he pllrehascd the goa t at the harvest fo r the "ring 
leaders" 

\,,"Ith Ch ri stnns on ou r door-steps. and our hopes 
shattered by the poor cocoa harvest we obtained just 

'CIO_OO from our harvest sales. You could well 
imagine how poor are the ci tizens of Kon top iaatkrom , 
We had to pay NCS.OO to the "Sea Neve r Dry Brass 
Band" which we could ill afford, so we a re appeallO~ 

to you to remit this amount to us at you r ea:liest con­
venience, as the leader of the band is threatening to 
instllute civil action agaimt u~ at the loca l Od'kro's 
Court. 

\Ve have been working "harder"- and " faste r" to­
wards the com pIe lion of the local Commun'ty Centre 
and the Water Supply. throu~h commu nal labour with 
tech"iea) advice and financial assislanee fro m the " P ~o­

Su re" go\-ernment. The two projects must be ::on;,le tco 
before Christmas, ~ that we can invite you to the 
opening, to grace the occasion with your presence and 
dignity, as the M P for Kontopiaatkro m Const'tuency. 

All the folks at home join me in thei r felicitous 
greeting to you, Pleao;e do not o \'erwork your~lf and 
do not fo~get to champion Our cause at the Nationa l 
Assembly fo r your reward IS great and moreover we 
cannot afford to miss you, our :.~viour, mentor a"d 
benefactor whose absence from Kontopiaatkrom has 
created a vacuum which canno t be filled by the secre ta~, 
who rcgretably is an illiterate_ 

God bless you 

l nil emty College 
('.ape Coa,; 

Your 's $lncerely, 
k.oo Bro. 

• 
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Book Review 
'Ille Dartt W .... duu 

By Albert W. Kaypc:r.Mensah 
(Hont Erdmann Verla,. Federal 

Republic of Germany) 
Reviewed by Gerald Moore 

THESE pouhS clearly Sprinl from an honest atttmpl 
to keep coherence in a life which bas diverged phYSIcally 
and spiritually further and further away (rom Africa. 
Mr. Kayper-Mensah is himself perhaps 2"'Olre of the dis­
tance which now separates him from the daily experience 
of Afncan hfe. for, after a 100d nuny years at British 
l.nivcrsities, he has spent tbe hlst twd\"c in diplomatic 
attachments in London and Bonn. He seeh to campen­
!:ate for the duality of his present existence. by invokinc. 
for instance. the spirit of Beethoven and the wisdom 
ot the Akan proverb in aHemale &roup! of poems. Thus 
w(' bave nuny pMsa&CS apressin& the exaltation inspired 
by classical music: 

And • Pastornl Symphony brOulht 
Back memories from .ounds of 'Woodland 
Ot arabesques of pleasure and panionate desire 
A feel dIStinctly Germ:!n .. .• 

and lOme In p~ise of the more earthJ deliabb of 

Hieb·Life: 
Nkomo kom 
Who thints and buneen 
For Jour voice. 
Your laughine looks? 
But the best at siebts 
Is the thint at thighs. 

It this dOC:ln't work . it is because the writer no Ton,er 
Tlew. Germany with enough critical detacbment to 
crote the Jense of a r;enuinely new tc:lationship with 
it. Ta.b & verse li~e the followin, : 

In tho!e qualities at mind 
And temper that have made 
The German mind 
Such 3. prize amon, 
The Nation. - the Heidclber, 
or the human spirit, 
Ruest and most vital 
Plank in his House of Sciences: 

Th is sounds perilously dose to Leopold Senghor ask­
inr; the Immortal Powers to set his beloved France. on 
the R ight Hand of the Father. I say nothing of those 
other thing, which Germany must inevitably represent 
for anyone .. ho has !i\'ed through the P3st forty years 
(1'111 Mr. Kayper-Mensah has). It is enoueh to remember 
only where Ghana actually stands in relati onship to 
the ri chtr and more. ruthlessly progressl\e nations of 
the day - of whi ch Germany is certainly one - to 
feel that the poet is in dangcr ..,f congratulating himself 
on the de:ree of his acculturation. rather than telline 
Ghanai"ns at larze an)-"lhing they might usefully hear. 

There is much to be said for writine honestly of 
one's ell:perience. and Mr. Kayper-Mensah's is that of 
an ehtist ; but • saving sensibility to the lot of others 
i. :.110 part of the true poet's eqUipment It would 
have laved this poet from writin, lines like the follow­
UI&: : 

Home is where the book is friend; 
AU AlDl, record, tape and .lida 

Are tools for talhionin, ddip1; 
And the tumin, of a knob 
Brin,s the tuneless in ,reat music. 
Ontory and poetry 
Into here and now ~d lovin, . 

Perhaps I find more rele'\"ant to .... here 
now the figure of Ayi Kwei Annah's naked 
(pace Abiola Iule. I believe be IS ri,htly and 
etntly naked) lyin, on bis hOi, bed and 
ine to the bitter words of a 
contrast so ironically 'With,tsomc of 
In which it is actually and 

Can it be that a certain woodenness in the lines (Ill_ 
Quoted 2Ife sufficient example) ,00 'With thit lack 

real centre to which the poet's "ponin, hi .. <II:~~:: 
A certain amount of f:.mily CeamtfichbU. 
with snow and fir-trees, is really no substitute. 
poetry anses when the need of a poet to articulate 
hH~ sunering and his joy coincides with the need at • 
whole people to hear a new voice. How to do tha. 
in Ghana.. wbere most people Olnnot even hear En,lillh 
.nyway? A painful question, but I beJieve it i. most 
liL.ely to be done by those who, even thou,h wlnc 
En,lisb, appeal to a common fund ot experience &net 
voice a mood that many are longing to h~r voiced. 

If this is true, the &ro"in, points of Gbanaian 
literature are Kofi Awoonor-Williams, Ama Ala Aidoo 
and Ayi Kwei Armah. Sad that two of these three 
are also in exile from the land. One can only hope 
that this exile will not endWIC to the point wber. the 
writer can only address bis own experience .. .. 
nile, an txperience necessarily dlToroed from that 
of most of his people. 

But there is hope. En,lish poetry was never richer 
tha.n .... hen Shelley, Keats and Byron 'Were all in Italy. 
and only WordlWorth was lelt to bleat upon our a.atin 
kiUs. 

Poem 
O. tbe Birth at lUI Un.b.mn:a Cod 

(For V . A. K., Surgeon) 
Maacles are common today; 

Your irreverent tinkerinR with foetal m}steries 
Has made tbe child determined to be bom 
A creature without divinity. r 

Yet your laconic notes this time proclaimed .) 
A real event; and your stuttered explanations _ 
Your unacCU5tomed incoherence - ga"e the lie­
To your fetish of compendibw.-tl"re\·ity. 

Panheoogenesis is something that your kind 
Will contemplate with but a sceptic smik 

His reahty, corroborating his mother's i,nonnce 
Lod .. ed her in monal humility; diviRlty 
Is jealous. you see. and her's 

Would have robbed you (Jr :.lI·human pnde 
In Aesculapian achie\·ement. 

Go on then. mortal magiCian, 
Cousin of Prometheus; give her a sacred bearth 
Wherem to make the progeniti\'e fire or passion 
Of .. bich ber Maler denied ber. 

X . k.. Del-A C 
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There are other banks in our 
COU!ltry, but none which has 
such dose links with its people 
as we. And with our interna­
tional connections in Britain, the 
continent of Europe, U.S.A. and 
Asia plus a special relationship 
built on special knowledge, your 

- -

, - -- .. , 
.--..t -

problems on letters of credit, 
travellers cheques, foreign ex­
change. and advice on economic 
development projects and invest­
ment are easily solved 

When in Ghana contact any of 
"'If 95 branches. 
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na Commercial Bank 
HEAD OFFICE: 

P.O. BOX 134, 
ACCRA 

Telephone: 64914.7, 6]524.61529 and 6J4~O 
LO~roOl'i OFFICE: 

69 CHEAPSTDE. 
LO,...OON. E.C. 2 
Tele:pbonc; 01·2482384 and 01 ·248 0191 
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