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fDITORIAt 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 

REGIONAL a..AIMS 

IN nIB Sessional Address delivered at !he opening of 
Busia's first parliament last October, the government 
througb Brigadier Afrita pledged itself to equabl. develop­
ment througbout th. country u a whole. Particular 
weight was thrown behind the undert.king to redress region. 
aI imbalance. and in both th. expressed and implied argu­
ments which discussion of the topic has generated since 
then. th. cases of particular regions and areas have been 
pressed by advocates committed to these places. Readers 
of the ugon ObsuvD' will recall the .laborate case present­
ed for the Volts Region last year by our occasional con­
tributor "Educal". and the exhaustive rebuttal put forward 
by another writer calling himself "Ignoramus" (L.O. IV /22 • 
24. & 25). 

During the present and closing stages of th. first session 
of our first parliament under the new regime, the issue of 
equal and unequal regional d.v.lopment has been brougkt 

'almost dramatically back to throbbing life. recalling the 
arguments and contentions of "Educat" and HIgnoramus·' . 
II the debate bas not also succeeded in drawing an analogy 
with the famous and classic Nigerian one of revenue alJoca~ 
tion by derivation versus development grants according to 
regional needs. this was no fault of the respective protagon­
ists in that previous struggl.; it was probably due only to 
the inapplicabilily of the derivation clause to th. Ghana­
ian case. The point is that the argumc:o.t. by the selective 
trick.o of debate. can sway this way and aat with great 
passion and seeming validity each way, where regional 
advocates have the evidence of poor development to push 
forward . But w. can be led astray by what may be called 
progressive self-coDviction. and this is what all good citi­
zens have to guard themselves against in such matters. 

On this occasion the issue of particularistic regional 
claims to priority consideration in the allocation of develop­
ment funds was reopened with the motion of Mr. Ibrahim 
Mobama. th. N.A.L. m.mber for Tamal. wbo is also 
secr.lary of the AUiance party. Mr. Mobama called for 
". special accelerated development programme for the 
North ... since. he stressed, the two northern regions (North~ 
ern and Upper) w .... "less developed" than others in the 
country. The motion called for this measure &5 a sure 
"""ns of rapidly bridging "th. gaps" between the north 
and the rest. Well. Mr. Mahama's plea promptly resurrect­
ed the temporarily "dead" issue between "Educat" and 
"Ignoramus": Is the North more backward or neglectoo 
than say, the Volta Regioo? II the Volta Rcpoo in worse 

• 
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:conomics, socio--cultural or business problems, ver­
,al exhortation flooded out concrete proposals and 
'emedial action. Missionary-educated persons in 
)ositions of power today believe that, by merely 
DoraJizing or exhorting. their consciences would 
x set at peace, virtues would replace vice, and 
:leeds would result. 

OUT business leaders. who are the more practical 
:nioded and the more realistic members of the 
lociety. ignore the application of commercial 
incentives. Contrary to general belief, salaries 

d wages which are time-based are not incentive­
riented. Recipients of such incomes do not link 
ciT job performance-its quantity and quality­
ith the end-of-month payment.. There is no 
ireet relationship between output and income. 
s in Ghana, a person is employed in the public 
rvices, and his progression through the salary 

les is more or Ie .. automatic. 

The Great Depression 

After the expiration of the proving period, 
DOwn hereabouts as tbe probationary period, 
n employee's periodic remuneration may be asso­
iated in some remotely vague way with job tenure 
t the pleasure of the employer, but this is gradua­

lly replaced by complacency and a sense of secu­
rity. The ever-living consciousness usually asso­

iated with inducement earnings is replaced by a 
eeting of continuity of tenure, unless, perhaps, 

lome gross misconduct or accidental collapse of 
.he enterprise restores consciousness for earning 

ne's keep. A feeling that one's job is tbere for keeps 
ntil some distant retiring age, when one attains 

the end of the employment contract with gratuity 
nd pension, is the norm. The widespread termi­
ations of tenure due to redundancy between 1966 

and 1969 and, latterly, the termination of the 568 
public servants had not been witnessed since the 
Depression years. 

In the minds of employees, direct relationship 
between what one achieves by way of performance 
and one's paid income becomes opaque and tben 
finally fades off. As an employee, one just carries 
on, and the job is held. Particularly is this the 
case in the public services, where Involved proct-­
dures and rules insulate tbe employee against 
dismissals. " 

The principle of incentive payments rests on 
objective stimulation by the award of some form 
or other of reward. applied as a bribe, and 
aimed at the improvement of performance. In 
practice, there is usually a permanent or regular 
salary or wage, supplemented by a variable com­
pensation depending upon additional output over 
ODd abo •• !be basic or expected Dormal output. 
lD other words, a minimum unit or output is set 

more or less, which those workers who exceed it 
are remunerated for withal. 

The active elements in incentive payments are: 
that they are the variable extra; that they are 
consciously earned by exceeding a given performan­
ce standard unit or level: that they are stimuli 
for output over and above what would be achieved 
witbout the incentive bait; and tbat the additional 
unit of performapce is assessable by objective 
means. In other words, the additional is actively 
worked for. and actively expected, unlike the 
periodic salary or wage, the earning of which is 
measured by the time span, not the job done extra 
well or in excess of a unit norm. 

As a necessary background to the systQll1 of 
tbe Soviet incentive payments, we need to remind 
ourselves of the organization and management, of 
industry in that State-centred, at once sprawling and 
tightly controlled bureaucratic system of economic 
administration. 

Within the framework of central planning, 
each administrative unit- "from the shop up to 
the ministry" level- is held financially responsible 
and independent within the framework laid down 
from above. This is the principle known in the 
Soviet Union as the self-supporting principle. 

Economic Solvency 

Given the initial resources in the form of capital 
fund, the self-supporting principle expects that 
the fund shall revolve and gather operational re­
turns. For this reason resources are given opera­
tional or functional autonomy. In other words, tbe 
unit of resources is isolated and is given economi­
cally functional independence "within the frame­
work of which the enterprise or trust can operate 
its resources and select the most effective way of 
their utilization." The unit plans its own turnover 
of funds and controls the utilization of the funds in 
such a way that expenses are covered by returns. 
The unit is thus held accountable for its solvency 
and economic ftrtility. 

The "basic and Circulating capital .. whicb we 
shall call production funds may, by virtue of 
growth or expansion demands, draw upon a 
number of credit sources for supplementation, 
over and above the profit addition to the CIrCU­

lating capital. 

The resources from which the various Head 
Offices, Production Trusts or Ministries make the 
abo'r'e allocations towards the temporary financial 
assistance to enterprises may be one or a number 
of the following: capital investment r~serves, 
wage fund reserves, sinking fund reserves, the last 
of which is earmarked for capital repairs. 

Such financial assistance may be extended to 
enterprises or purposes of introducm& new ml-
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This Is the calculator you have 
been waiting for· The new NCR 
Electronic calculator Model lS. 
It Is capable of adding, subtracting, 
dividing, multiplying, rounding off, 
raising to a power, extraction of 
square root and j::ombinatlons of 
these functions· and it operates in 

. , 

a fraction of a second with quiet , 

fLfCTR 
CALC LA 

, 

accuracy. The easy to read display 
shows up to 14 digits. 
Call the NCR Representative to 
give you a comprehensive 
demonstration. 

/ 

The National Cash Register Co.(GhanaIUd., 
P.O. Box 1010, Kojo Thompson Road, Accra. 
Phonal 64583/4. Branche. in Kuma.i, Takoradl end Tema. 
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emphasis on the applied sciences and arts. 
undertaking problem-oriented research related 

rural development. It is a1so suggested that an 
system of non-fonnal education be Of­

for the out-of-school youth, tbe adult 
labour force, and women. 

Primary Level-DuratioD 7 years 

The primary cycle extends over seven years, 
and comprises two sub-cycles of 4 years and 
3 years. The first sub-cycle of four years (lower 
primary) is intended essentially to achieve a 
minimum level of literacy, including elemen­
tary number skills. It may be regarded as a 
preparation for the oex.t sub-level of prircary 
education (senior primary), and in cases whe­
re this is terminal its objective is also to pre­
pare the mind to be receptive to new ideas. 
Educational attainment at this level does not 
prepare one for much more than unskilled 
labour. It will be noted that the duration, 
content and objectives of this sub-level are 
the same for the town and country child. 

Two Educational Streams 

Tbe second sub--cycle of three years (senior 
primary) is common to all town children and 
the objective is to provide a general education, 
with emphasis on the further acquisition of 
language and number skills. In so far as the 
country child i.s concerned. there are two 
~.treams of educational experience offered : -(a) a small percentagc (which is a mattcr for 

political decision) of children will pursue 
the same general education course as 
urban children in preparation mainly 
for an academic (or grammar school 
typc) secondary education or secondary 
commercial education; S 

(b) the great majority of rural children will 
receive a practical type of prevocational 
education in rural fann schools, concen­
trating upon activities related to farming 
operations. rural handicrafts. and home­
craft (for the girls), though instruction 
in language and number skills will not 
be neglected. The objective of this sub­
cycle is to orient the mind of the child 
to a kno'41edge of the rural environment 
and rural activities in which he is likely 
to find the source of his livelihood. The 
sub<ycle is a preparation for the voca­
tional education and ua:ning of the next 
secondary cycle, but it is more than likely 
that it will be terminal for many a young­
Iter a' the age "r 13 01 14 (especially 
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-and give them nourishment as well! 

• • 

We have been in the foods business in Cream,Cascade Sweets and BongoColfee. 
Ghana since 1923. Quite an expansion story! 

Then we were only interested in being Over 235 Ghanaians are now being 
importers. Now the Accra Ice Company employed in five factories and three Cold 
produces the Salis range of meat produ- Storage Depots. 
cts, the Farmers Pride range of .------=.:---, Wefeedpeople. Wemakegood 
chicken products, Cascade Ice food for Ghana . 

• 

ICE COMPANY 

Makes GoodFood 
for Ghana! 

,. • 

J+- £-7650 1 -
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.. but Lufthansa wouldn'tl 

This happy SItuation comes about by 
our Mickey Mouse Service 

In child terms this means a MIckey 
Mouse girl to play with. In our terms 
It means a chlld-Iover- mums each 
one of them. 

We love the little darlings. Even 
when they empty mum's handbag, 
paint hpstlck on the seat and strip 
down to the,r napples. 

Also we spend more on games and 
toys than any other airline This helps 
to keep the httle ones out of your eeL 
Mum's ear too. 

Very Ilitie ones use very big napples 
So we lay them both out on a special 
nappy table to be found in one of our 
tOIlets Which makes mum feel at 
home when there are no Mickey 
Mouses about. 

As we said. we love lovmg the 
little ones. and what you love domg 
you do awfully well 

Of course I Only the little ones may 
pIa V with M1ckev Mouses 

8 Lufthansa 

I 
__ --I 

ntdIl-LUPT 017 
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BOEING FAN JET LUXURY SERVICE TO 

AND ALL OF EAST AFRICA 
Finest In-flight Service· Duty-free shopping on board 

INFORMATION and RESERVATIONS 

11 1 Cocoa House, P. O. 80". 3600, Tel. 22356. Accra. 

CARGO SPACE ON EVERY FLIGHT 
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10rink fan nOt only as 8 delicious, 
refreshing milk drink, but as a body-building 
food to keep you in tip-top healthy 
condition. Choose from two delightful 
flavours, white or chocolate - both 
contain the heallh giving ingredients that 
you need for a happy active hie. 

FAN MILK LTD 

.. • Supreme 'ood refreshment 

IS 

/ 
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So tingling-fresh, so crisp and clear to 
your taste, Fanta QuiOlr:e Tonic makes 

gin'" tonics taste better. More and more 
smart mixers are getting the best out of 

their gin'" tonic because they're mlxmg 
with Fanta Quinine Tonic. 

TONIC 

The Tonic with MORE TANG! MORE TINGLE! MORE TO IT! 

• 

• 
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Starting in business or industry? 
Already established and expanding? 

awaits 
youat 

Bank 

• 

MR. EMMANUEL N, NORTEY is Ihll Man.lger 01 the Kimberley A~MUI!' branch of Barclars Bank,ln Accra. In the 
course of h;s career wl/h Bareldrs. ex/ending oller fifteen years, he hDS worked in many capacities 

and in nin" dlfferMi branchu of the bank. Mr. Nortey has three times bern to the United Kingdom on 'raining 
courses and ho/ds the Institute of Bank.,s Associate Diploma which he gained in 1963 with distinction In 

tfl" hw Relatmg to Banking. HI! was formerly Manager of Knutsford ,Avenul!', Acer., branch. 
Whtn Mr, Notlf!y welcom.s customers inlo his offlce they can be SUfI!' thai tfltly will gel/ht! soundl!'st banking ad"lc~1 

Nd«l by his wid. exper/e.'1ce, and all the selilices tlJili &relars can offer. 

'Whether your business is large or small, the comprehensive facilities o~ Barc1ays are at 
your disposal. \Vitb its progreseive outlook ..• ita wide 

experience ot banking in Ghana. ..• its connections with the City of london 
and the whole world .•. ita network: ot more than 60 brancbes throughout Ghana. Barclayg 

can "sjatyouin 80 many ways. And always in tho spirit ot helpful eervicc. 
OD'ltR.El\"T ACCOUNTS. Dl:l"OSIT ACCOUNTS, SA \-""1X09 ACCOt;NTB, BTANDI:.iU ORDERS, FOREIGY 
llX.CBANOE, BILLS AND DOCUMENTARY OREDITS. MONEY TRAN SFERS. TRA. VELI.ER8' CHEQUEB., 

BUSINESS ADVICE, BTATC"S UPORTS, INVESTMENT ADVICE,INSURA:iCE ARRANOEMEYI'S. 

• 
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TEMAID: 
the emulsion paint that makes your bome com. 
alin. Madl to list In hot climates Ind IYlilable lD 
• I'Ingl of uclting colour •. 

'. 

~, . 
, 
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GHANAKOTE: 

.' • 
• 

, 

" 

Ill' superglos. ".m,1 p.l,tlllar. IISY 10 kllp 
cl.ln and protects woodwork. Available In I range 
.f !Saulin; colours. 

, 

, 

BEESHAM CEMENT PAINT: 
protectt your hom. In III "'llthm. Specialty 
... d, to give added atll,glll •• d I. known hlr III 
durability qualities. 

'i 
GIHOC 

I~ 
Availabl. from ••• ding h.rdw .... 
store. or direct from the factory. 

j 
• , 
• .. 
I 

• • 

• . PAINT DIVISION GHANA INDUSTRIAL HOLDING CORPORATION 
P.O. BOX 144. TEM" • PHONE 2828_ 
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)bserver Notebook 
Mr. John Mattbew Poku: The New Asaulehooe 
HE newspapers reported on the 15th of June 
at Mr. John Matthew Poku, a nephew of the 
te Otumfuo the Asantehenc. had been nominated 
• the Asantehemaa and unanimously accepted 
• both the Kumasi Traditional and Asanteman 
Juncits as the Asantehcne-elect. Nana Atakora 

"~.~~~~!~~1~~ II, Mamponghene and Acting 
~ of the Ashanti Region House of Chiefs 

made the announcement to tbe Press is re­
~":d to have said that a convened meeting of 

Asantcman Council had unanimously accepted 
Poku's nomination and declared to "cheers 
wild applause": "Therefore I, Atakora 

II, Mamponghene and acting Pre-
of the Ashanti Region House of Chiefs, 

behalf of the queenmother, paramount chiefs. 
chiefs of Kumasi and on my own behalf, 

Nana John Matthew Poku as the .. .. 
one who has been in Kuruasi and other 

Ashanti since the death of the late Otumfuo 

has any doubts that the 'cheers and wild applause' 
were representative of the affectionate feeling 
and respect that the people of Ashanti have for 
Nana Poku. Those who have known in his work 
as an official of the Kumasi Municipal Council, 
in his student days in London (where he was the 
uncrowned chief of the Ashanti community in 
that city) and in his bdef career as a barrister 
readily testify to his courtesy and very humane 
qualities, very important prerequisites of modern 
chiefship; here is no person inclined to lord 
it over others. It was these qualities that won 
him high office under the National Liberation 
Council and have made him the widely acclaimed 
king of Ashanti. 

He is the most successful blend of tradition 
and modernity that one could possibly come 
across and this capacity to combine tradition 
and modernity should serve him well as Asante­
hene in the middle of the twentietb century. 

For the qualities required in a modem Asante· 
bene are slightly different from those required in 
the Asantebenes of old. In tbe great days of 
Ashanti, her embattled people required an ambit· 
uios king who "knew no fear." Today what is 
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SUPER SOFT 

WET STRONG 

PERFORATED 

ANTISEPTIC 
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Beware of imitations 

• 100"'" WOOD FREE 

• 1 00"'" NON ABRASIVE 

• 100% MAXIMUM 
COMFORT 

• 100"'" CHEMICALLY 
FREE FROM 
LIME 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING STORES 

Sanitary Paper Products Ltd . 
. BOX 5728 FACTORY MILE 6. NSAWAM ROAD .ACCRA. 
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..... aft Be" .............. frOID. the dupti­
_ or trip6 lie copla left iD die receipt boob; 
, • "M. wbicb. are .... na .. to be few. call be 
la, '1pted aDcI W'iiIi.j~icated to Ibo ownen of 
.. whidel .beD detocted later. 
• aida ... aDd lUQClliont bold aood for the 
... Lic:enaina Oftlc:e wbieb i. aUqedly due to 
Hithed IOOIl at the .. idp Policc POiti for it i. 
......... inittBtion. the ... me system of work. the 
Wu. and. perhaps., similarly instructed persoMcl 
.n ,oiDi to be dcptoyecl then. 

" .... ea. H. K. Ablo 

All AfrI_ .. Lode America 

Ofori Akyea'. intcrestin, impressions frl)m 
~:;:: made me remember a thouabl tbat had 
~ at the back of my mind since I came to 

IeYCII yean a,o, and whieb miaht offer a prac­
fea.ible approach to the problem of chanaing 

of awareness of Ghana in some Latin Amcric .. 11 

don't we try a recipe the U .S.A. ba\'e 
to their advantaac and let Music be our 

The power of music over the heart of 
i. undoubted (one hal only to tbir.t 

of the adivilies of Bruil', unique "mu­
recorded lOund'.,. etc.). I . . 
is a Itronl Afncan flavour pellueatlRg thelt 

music, IOfIIC of which reminds us of what we 
1 ~~~iC": "Conso" music. Generally. the level of 
~ in orchestration (thouSh not in drum· 
appean to be bisher in Latin America. Why 
not our producen of record. of African music 

~"""I at breakina into the Latin American music 
(l am deliberately ellc1udins any variety like 

influenced only too obviou.ly by Western mo­
tbU bat not the pOd of a chance of com· 

with what they have already lot dirfct from the 
ODd Europe) 

ny Mould we oundvCl not import Latin 
recorda direct from Latin America. to live 

~Ia .*'4 relevant and stimulatinl idea.? [ am 
would be much liked by Ghanaian mu,ic 

A musically tn.,.,ledaable private entrepreneur 
mate a fortune on thClC ideas. 

.... pemmcnt level a weU·pubticiud tour by 
dancers and. abCJve.all. drummen milht help 

inlered in and a ... tene. of Ghana. On('e 
and drumminl have opened peoples' beart~ 

could come and consolidate the 
their ulUIII method. of diplomatic actio;!. 

kteral reuonl I believe that Brazil WOllJd 

"",. • Ukely .... nina·point for such a campai!". 
I' , ph. a. M.I. Tr P 2 

"11 WI d - .. Uk , 
loa. ,I ClpIr do DOt n I iD to wanl Africans to be 

I .. milia ... DOt to uy white racialist ow,.. 
..... udcJe fa ' N 1 1969 ..... Iy about 

_ .. _ola_uli ~oltbe 

.1'+ ,...' ... IIn_ at 1be "ICall of 
, .. D slim" • II naraI. W)QIr.d+ -L 

.. • .. iL « ...... aDd .,. Ibat it iii 

tomeb.ow wroDi for little Francopbones 10 learn French 
poeb)'. Alia many olber uticJa. They 1= d 10 .Y four 
thinlL 

The flnt i, that eclucatioa should be runl. manual, 
and simple. which it rather like sayina ''We do not 
wanl any education". And perbapt it mould be--for 
the unscboolworthy. But wby the untehoolworby should 
bave to be the Africans, in Botswana or anywbcre ebe. 
nobody seems to say. 

The second i. that tbere oupt not to be an eEte. 
which meant that if a lad is clever at something ha 
ought not to be tau&ht 10 do it. beausc the others 
cannot do it too. 

1be third is that education should be technologiCiI. 
The trouble with this one i. that it is impossible to 
have technological education more complicated th'in 
scrubbing the ftoor without ha ... ina an ~Iite. ]t might 
be possible to avoid an elite of literary men, arti,ts,. 
and people who make life worth Iivin • • but why should 
anybody want t01 

The fourth i. that education should be palri..,tic: 
"Beowulf" for tbe English. but Ananse for the Gh~ 
naian!. That i. magnificent 50 long as they do not in­
clude Greek and Latin lilerature on the bladc-or 
should it be the whitc7- Hst. After an, they arc 
written in African languages. for if Arabic counts as 
an African language, brought into Africa by invad.:-n 
in the seventh cenlury AD, then Latin hu to be 
one too. for it was !:poken seven hundred yean earlier: 
and 50 must Greek, for it was lpoken more than fire 
hunderd yean before that. 

A patriotic education misht ma1ce one of these lan· 
guage. the medium of instruction Ihroushout Africa. 
abolishin, Ans!ophony. Francophony, and Cacophony. 

a..tcs Dep.. Oaph I Baew'" 
Lea .. 

'lhe PlI&b' of dric PbOf .... p.er Bee 

SIR- May] make an observation or two OD the letter 
of K. B. Forae on "Preservina Ghana', Monuments" 
(L.O. V/ I2). 

Photoaraphy, both amateur and professional. fonm 
one of the main and effective mean. of recordinl eur­
rent history. culture and tradition. ]n addition to these 
utilitarian upects il is also an art capable of exprasinl 
beauty and mood. It il ulCd extensively in research and. 
at the 5IU'lle time may be a creative medium in the 
hands of the talented. 

A photographic record bas a distinctive role wb;ch 
transcends linauiltic barrien. Thi. i. aHested to by the 
impact of the pietul"Cl on television and in the news­
papen of 'he funeral ceremonies of the talc Asantehene. 
It is therefore a great pity thai in Ghana today photo­
,raphy bas become 10 prohibitively expensive al to 
make it virtually impossible to cnPIC in it as a bobby. 
The profCllional photOirapbcn have been fcelin, the 
pinch for many yean now. 

1be complainl i. often made thai not many Gha­
naian. haYe hobbies. ancl that we do 1l0t rm.ke gOl'ld 
use of our Peisute boun. Yet we fntltnte any inclin:t. 
tion toward. the dew:lopmenl of a better life by aD 

injudicious system of taxation. and hip overhead and 
proftl maqins by .,me wholealen and mailers. An 
cumple would not ClWioe ami .. The buic price tor 0Qe 

roll of lSmm JC ......... mcao 11 it NCI.JO for tba 20 ~. 

• 
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ways are unpredictable and his temper volcanic; 
lends money and docs not ask: it back. 

you do not offer him a seat 
wilt sit on top of your nosc. 

you do nol share your maize aruel with him 
will slip under your finger nail 

I::~v.take his share. 
O,un. the feared God of War IS at once 

M.st" of iron, chief of robbers ... 
is a mad god 

will ask Questions after stven hundred 
and eighty years. 

God of the Forest is praised and iruulted In 

breath: 
mends the broken pot 
mends the broken fortune 

two lines after comes 

!~~.:', raned Cod, 

!.he shocking abuse) 

(c cloth is full of lice • 
fI""" and thief! 

Cultur.ll [telDJ 

of the finest poems in the volume is the lone 
under 'Manialc', entitled, Rec:1talioo of the 
It i, a young woman'. apprehensive expect'· 

ot the '.trange bouse' that is to be her new 
There is aometbing in the sentiment and move­

of the sona which con,tandy reminds one of 
p' Bitek's celebrated Sooa of Lawino. But some 

items mentioned in the poem raise in my 
the basic question: What in fact is a tradiliooal 

The items include 'bright scarf' and 'angrv 
, U traditional implies a banding down from 

then it follows that eitber the translation 
modem bere, or that the poem is traditional 

in 'omit or that traditional is used to embnce ,,'0' forms ... batever the period of composition. 
Beier prc.sentinS Yoruba poetry as a livin, tradi • 

... bich it ii, would probably subscribe to the 
VICW. 

of the value of thIS anthololY IS the Introduo­
Oa 'fnnslatlnc: YoruM Poetry. This should be 

to translators and students of West African 
cenenlly. But Yoruba is • unique lanaua,c. 

modulations of tone and highly preci['ll­
patterns lend it that sinS-sona quality which i'l 
the bane of the verse: t.ra.nslator and the sour.:e 

possibility of rendenn, a whole poem in 

I;;~:~:~.drum sounds. Mr. Beier has taken care 
the rich tonal subtlety of the laoJUa,e 

adequate examples 
• 

the benefit of literary historianl and ~rch­
however, it would have been appropriate here 

answers to such backaround questions as. 
il the approxln\ate date of the earliest known 
what proportion of It can be identified as 

modem, how widespread arc changcs in venion, 
differences might one expect in performen and 

Co.". composition accordin, to the type of poetry 
function? 

obSl:rven of Mr Beier ha\le good humoured­
that he can only wort. among so-called 

racu, that he packed his ba,s the moment 
W;.~ ... became too 'ci\'ililed' for his taste and took 
" ·primitive' dimes, namely, Papua and New 

Guinea. The prescnt work on Yoruba poetry may 
convince such critics that if Viii Beier bas deserted 
Nigeria, hIS interest in Nigeria has not deserted him. 

Miscellaneous 
CONVERSATIONS wrm JOE APALAJIALA 

I. OF CRICKET AND POLITIQ 

By 

KMme Ademoawa 

LAST week, so 10 speak, I introduced Joe to you as my 
companion-piece, my shadow, my devil-twin; a most 
extraordinary, exasperating, disgusting. deliibtful-in 
short. impouible -fellow I said Joe and I spent a great 
deal at time in conversation, argument, and verbal 
fights, and I ended that introductory exercise by pro­
mising to reproduce for you today a typical set-to b:­
tween Joe and me. Well, I am going to do just that. 
but fint allow me to tell you a little morc about Apala­
hala, the better for you to appreciate the CantaJtlc 
complexities of lhe man when you come to them. Be­
lieve you me. this extended introduction will payoff 
handsomely (or ),"ou. 

By some unaccountable mental process, at any rote 
unaccountable to me, all tbe elements of speech: wonfoJ, 
expressions. idioms, construction: as well as the pro­
ceaft of speech. of thought itself and meaning, arc 
subject fo lightning-fast transformation in Joc's ."ftld 
So that in that mind words take OD their o ... n oppo­
,itcs in mcaning, or become distorted, or assume alter­
native fonns, or go through all these changes. in rapid 
.uccession within the same context or situation, $Ome­
times within the same breath of Joe's lungs-which he 
calls his "breI'( bacs", incidentally. 

Often , Joe would mix not only words and ideas but 
accents. He would, for instance, in the same sentence 
use the correct form "En,liah" as well as a distortion 
o( it luch as "Hinghsh" <as he does in the Convena­
tion ... hich follows shortly her~under). He would also 
often regale me with his rendition of the different 
(orms of "pidgin" English. He would say "jodge", u 
in Siern Leone or Nigeria, and ";edge" as in Ghana, 
(or "judge"-as in English l He twists proverbs, indul­
ges in "spoonerisms". mangl~ pet idioms, and altog:4 
ther makes tattef5 of the English languag~. Especially 
the En,lish langua,e. 

(A "spoonerism", J might explain in passing-for ;t 
isn't too familiar a filUre of speech-is named after 
the Reverend William Spooner, and English Clergyman 
who lived from 1844 to 19)0 and wu a warden of Ne ... 
College, Oxford. Mr. Spooner was in the habit roe 
transpoSing sounds in a succession of words. especially 
initial letters, in such a way as to achieve some very 
funny resulls sometimes. For an example from th 
dictionary: "A crush in, blow" beocmes a "blushiOlI: 
crow"! Well. Joe in\lents his own lpectacular spooner­
Isms all the time). 

In addition. more than anybody else J know in Ghal\a. 
Joe makes a wreck of Twi, Ga and. say, Hausa. He 
tometimes talks in an three of these languages at once. 
in one cascade or purple word. aDd phrues, uttered 

, 
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Expert Service Is Our Business! 

want to save for the future happmess of your family 
viable bus mess by forming partnership as these three dynamic 

~"'''rd-Iookmg people have lust decided to do] 
~v'.r be your plans, remember that the BEST place for you IS your OWN 

the 

GHANA COMMERCIAL BANK 
bank that covers all borders and serves all sectors of 

INDUSTRY, TRADE and COMMERCE 
ro m In all ItS operations IS to provide a service in depth, second to none. 

field of International bankmg, 

GHANA COMMERCIAL BANK 
I cre business In association with the world 's most seasoned bankers. 

Bank that takes expert care of all your fmanclal transactions 

31 

all types of bankmg serVices and facilities 
ers you useful advice on Economic Development Projects and Investment 
hits newly· established DEVELOPMENT FINANCING UNIT. 

HE\D OHIO. 
('nrnt" ... 1 HI~h Street .Ino ThurfX R .. I.ld . 
P 0 B\)\ 1.'\4 ..\\,:t.:r,! 

T I M~14. 7 .. l\)5~4 . "l\~4 ,Ind 

1.0'00' OFFICE 
f,~ ChC.lp:-.10C . 
L(lndon E. C ~ . Fng/and 
T f)I·24M ~3X4 and 



'I1E • ." .1 


