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TO T H E

MERCHANTS

OF

LONDON,

Trading to the Coaft of Guinea.

GENTLEMEN,

OME of you having
been pleafed to perufe

the following Sheets in Ma-
nufcript, and been fo kind,
as to exprefs your Approba-
tion of them, it hath incou-
raged meto make them pub-
1ick ; and I take the Liberty
to addrefs them to the Mer-

A 2 chants -



DEDICATION.

chants trading to the Coaft
of Guinea, as being the beft
Judges of the Truth of what
1s here related.

As it has been my good
Fortune to be known for
many Y ears to moft of you,
and to have received Fa-
vours from feveral amongft
You, foIbeg leave to fub-
fcribe my felf with the

greateft Refp e& and E-
ﬂ:eem, Gentlemen

Yot covufl viliboas

bumble Servant,

< i

W. SNELGRAVE.



PREFACE.

HE beft part of the follow-

ang Sheets were writ feve-

- ral Years hgo, more parti-

cularly the Account of my being

takenby Pirazes; inthe Year 1719 :

And being now induced to publifh

the Hiftory of the Congqueft of the

Kingdom of Dahom¢, I have added

the other, which is as remarkable
n its kind. '

I am [enfible that Objettions may
be made to the Aecount 1 have given
of the Dahomes, by fuch of my Rea-~
ders as are not acquainted, either by
Travelling or Reading, with the
Manners and Cufloms of [everal
barbarous brutifb Nations, ~ that

have been and are Sl on the Globe.

Ajz As



P R E F*A.C E.
As to buman Sacrifices, they are

o, dew’ thing in the World ;. for s it
is recorded of ‘the Mexicans i par-
ticular, that they anmually Jacri-
Jiced 20 their Godsy @ great num-
ber uof their Enemies taken in War.
.. Mens eating bf their own Species,
ﬁzems to be the moft incredible and
fhocking 5 but this is practifed by
others at prefent (befides the Da=
homes) o7z the Coalt: of Guineas
efpecially by a People called Acquas,
an the River of old Callabar, and
amongft  the Camarones adjoin-
ings -where I have formerly been,
and of which there are fome Wit~
ugffes now in London: Caprain
Arthur Lone and othersy having Sfeen
the fame as well gs. my Self.

- As\20 the Story in general of the
Km of Dahomc, there are fome
GWZZ!E?{YWZ now in. Towm,. that know
a great part of it 5 namely, Jere-
‘ . miah



PR EFACE
miah Tinker Efg; Governor Wil-

fon, and others, who have formerly
refided at Whidaw, for the Royal
African Company : Befides feveral
that have been there in the Service
of private Merchants: As alfo
Charles Dunbar Efy; of Antegoa,
who bought the Negroe-Woman of
ane there, whofe Story is [o remark-
abley on account of her being thrown
as a Sacrifice into the Sea, and her
wonder ful Prefervation afterwards,
the Truth of which fbe bas often
confirmed.

As to the Relation of my being
taken by Pirates, there are feveral
in and about Town, that Juffered
by them, at the Jame time and places
with my felf. And Mr. JamesBleau,
who was then my Surgeon, lves now
at Woodford, i good Repute and
Efteemn with the Gentlemen of that
Village and Neighbourhoad.

A 4 I fbely



1 fball fay nothing with relation
to the [bort Account I have Ziven off}
the manner how the Negroes becom
Slaves, and of the Management of
them when on Shipboard, it being|
defigned at firf} only for a Friend's:
Satisfattion, who had objeted a-
gainf? the lawfulnefs of that Trade..

As I love Freedom my Jelfs o I‘“
readily leave the Reader to judg&
and believe as he pleafes, concerning
what is here related : My principal
motive for publifbing thefe Sheets, |
being the Perfuafion of forme Friends,
who-had perufed them in Manu-
Jeript, and though: they might prove
acceptable to the Publick.

INTRO-




INTRODUCTION,

HAT Part of Afrz'ca commonly
called Guinea, is of a large Ex-

tent, beginning at Cape Verd, in
14 Degrees 30 Minutes North Latitude,
and extending to the South and Eaft, as far
as the Coaft of Angola; the River Congo,in
6 Degrees South Latitude, being the far-
theft place where the Engly/h carry on
their Trade.

In this Country of Guinea, the Englifh
have trafficked a great many Years: But
efpecially, fince the Conclufion of the laft
French War, it has been {o improved, that
whereas in the Year 1712, there went
only 33 Ships from England to that Coaft,
in 1726, it was proved before the Com-
miffioners of Trade, that there had been
there the Year before above 200 Sail, to
the great increafe of Navigation, and the
: ad-



INTRODUGTI o,
advantage of our Plantations in Ame-
rica. "

Such as are unacquainted with this.
Country, may reafonably fuppofe we
thould have gained by this time a perfec
account of the Inland-Parts; yet perhaps
we know the leaft of it of any Country
the Englifb have fo long traded to, for
reafons T fhall give hereafter. Bur as
defign only to inform the Reader, (for his
better underftanding the following Sheets)
in a curfory manner, of thofe parts of the
Coaft of Guinea, that 1 have been perfo-
nally acquainted with: So, as I go along;
I fhall intermix my Reafons with the Ac=
count.

1 have traded along this Coaft for near
700 Leagues, from a River called Sher-
berow, in the Latitude of 7 Degrees 30
Minutes North, to Cape Lopez Gonfalves,
in 1 Degree South, near the Coaft of 4n-
gola: Now in fo large an Extent, we meer
with very ditferent People and Trade.,

A The



INTRODUCTION.

The firft part I fhall mention, is about
2£0 Leagues in length, from the above-
mentioned River of Sherberow, round Cape
Palmas, to the River Aucober near Axim.
| This is commonly called the #indward
Coaft, on which there is no Settlement
or Fatory of any Euwrdpean Nation;
but the Trade is carried on in this man-
ner.

As foon s 'the Natives perceive a Ship
on their Coaft, they make a {moke on
the Sea-Shore, as a Signal for the Ship
to come to an Anchor, that they may
come and trade with the People on board.
As foon' as we are at an Anchor, they
come to us in {mall Boats, called Cznnoes,
being made of a fingle Tree, and bring
their Commodities with them.

Alongthe greatelt part of this Coaft, the
Europeans have been cautious of ventur-
ing on Shore amongft the Natives, they
being very barbarous and uncivilized, as
deveral have 'experienced to their coft.

Jn



INTRODUCTIOWN.

In thofe few places where I have been on
Shore my felf, Icould never obtain a fatif-
faGory account from the Natives of the
T8 Inland Parts. Nor did I ever meet with |
a white Man that had been, or durft ven- |
ture himfelf, up in the Country; and be- i
lieve, if any had attempted it, the Na- |
tives would have deftroyed them, out of 1
a Jealoufy that they defigned to make [
difcoveries to their prejudice. it ﬂ

ﬂ

However, the Trade on. this part of
the Coaft, has been exceedingly improved
within thefe 20 years paft. It confifts in
Negroes, Elephants Teeth;and other Com-
modities; which the Natives freely bring
on board our Ships, except whenany Af-
front has been offered them ; -which, to
the great Scandal both of Englih and
French, has too often been done, namely
by their forcibly carrying away the Trad-
ers, under {ome flight pretence of having
received an Injury from them. And this
has put a ftop to the Trade of the parti-
cular place where it has happened for a
long time; and innocent People,  wheo

have




INTRODUCTIOWN.

have come there to trade in fmall Veflels,
have fuffered for their Countrymens Vil-
lany: Several in my time having been
furprized by the Natives, and the People
deftroyed out of revenge.

From the aforementioned River of
Ancober to Acra, is about o Leagues.
This part is commonly called the Gold-
Coaft, and thereon are many Engli/b and
Dutch Fa&ories, under each of which is
a Negroe Town, protetted by them. The
'Reader may reafonably {uppofe, that here
‘wc might have a perfeét account of the
'Inland parts; but we can have no fuch
thing. For the Policy of the Natives does
not fuffer white Men to go up any great
way into the Country. Moreover, the
i Inland People are very jealous of thofe
| Negroes, who are under the Protection of
| the Fa&ories; f{o that the account I have
| received from both when at peace (which
| has brought fome of the former to the
' Sea fide) has feemed fo fabulous and con-
' tradiCory, that it could not be depended

2 upon;




INTRODUCTIOMN.
upon;; for the- Negrocs are very apt tg
impofe onus. However, in this part cal-
led the Gold Coaft, the Natives near the
Sea fide are much civilized, by their
converfing with the Europeans, at their
Settlements; and by going on board fo '
many Ships to trade, as frequent this pare
of the Coaft. Here we can venture on |
Shore amongft the Natives, without any |
hazard; for ’tis to be noted, a large part
of the Gold Coaft is not in Subjection to ¥
them. |

From Acra (where ftands the laft of &
the European Settlements, on this part of §
the Coafl,) to Faqueen, isabout 6o Leagues. §
In this Tra& there are no Fa&ories but at §
two places, namely at Whidaw, and Fa- |
queen.  And tho'they have been fo lon
ferled by the Europeans, yet till the late
Conquetft of them by the King of Dabomé,
we could learn burt little of the Inland
parts; no white Men having been per-
mitted to go beyond the Kingdom of Ar-
dra, which is about 5o Miles from the
Sea fide. But, as I have related in the
follow-

N
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| INTRODUCTION.

,?ifollowing Sheets what I faw and heard
‘when I was there; fo I omit farther men-
“tion of ichere.

From Faqueen to the Bay of Bennin,
‘and fo round to the Callabars, Camerones,
vand Cape Lopez, 1s above 300 Leagues,

in which long Traét there is no Settle-
tment of any European Nation; fo of
courfe the Natives are for the moft part
barbarous and uncivilized. I have, in my
younger years, traded to many places in
ithis Tra@, efpecially at Old Callabar,
{Iwhere, in the year 1704, I faw a fad In-
(ftance of Barbarity. The King of the
place, called Fabrue, being fallen fick, he
«caufed, by the advice of his Priefts, a
'young Child about ten Months old, to

be facrificed to his God, for his recovery.

I faw the Child after it was killed, hung
\up on the Bough of a Tree, with a live
\ Cock tied near it, as an addition to the
; Ceremony.

| The laft Voyage T went to this place,
| was in the year 1713, when I commanded

| the



INTRODUCTION.

the Ship Aune, belonéing to Meffieurs

Bradley, Virginia Merchants; where I had
the good fortune to fave a Child from
being Sacrificed, as the other poor Infant
had been.  And tho’ ’tisa long ftory, and
therefore may not {o well fuit an Intro-
du@ion, yet on account of the fingular

Circumftances wherewith it was attend-
ed, I believe the Reader may be pleafed

with it.

The chief King, orLord of the Coun-
try (for there are feveral perty Princes on
that River) called 4rgua, came on board,
fometime after my arrival, to fee the Ship,
and hear our Mufick. Being highly
pleafed with his Entertainment, he kindly
invited me on Shore; fo 1 promifed to
wait on him in afew days. Accordingly
I went; but as I knew his People to be
fierce brutith Cannibals, I took, by way
of precaution, ten of my Sailors as a
Guard, with my Gunner to command
them. They were all well armed with

Mufquets and Piftols, which thofe fa-

vage People I knew were much afraid of.

e o sl

Upon |



INTRODUCTION.

Upon my landing at the Water fide, 1
was received by {ome perfons, whom the
King had appointed to condu&t me about
a quarter of a mile up, where I found
him ficting on a Stool, under fome fhady
Trees; another being placed by his fide,
which I was defired to* fit on. The King
did not {peak one word, or moved in the
leaft, till T was fat down; but then he
bid me welcome, enquiring after my
health; as I did after his, having firlt
paid my refpects to him, by bowing and
taking off my Hat. There were many of
his Courtiers prefent, and I obferved above
5o of his Guard, ftood at a little diftance.
They were armed with Bows and Ar-
rows, a Sword by their fide, and a bar-
bed Lance in their Hands. My people
ranged themfelves oppofite to them, at
the diftance of about twenty paces.

After having prefented the King with
fome things, which, tho’ trifling to us, he
feemed highly delighted with ; acciden-
tally turning my Head about, 1 faw a little

a Negroe=
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the Trader, are generally very ready, on
any extraordinary occafion, to make their
Advantage of us.

After this was over, I ftaid about an
hour with the King; treating him wich
European Liquors and Vi&uals, which I
had carried on Skore for that purpofe;
but I took care mot to drink any of his
Palm Wine, (which is a Liquor drawn
from a Tree, and which they can artfully
poifon) under pretence, it did not agree
with me. But my People did not fpare
it, drinking plentifully of it with his
Guards; and eating likewife heartily of
their Victuals,

After this T took my leave, and the
King exprefled himfelf well pleafed with
my Vific; promifing to come on board
again, before I wentout of the River.

As we were returning in our Boat, I
told the Gunner, ¢ That when we came
¢ on board, he fhould pitch on fome mo-
¢ therly Woman, to take care of this poor

2 « Child.” -




INTRODUCTION.

< Child.” To which he anfwered, “ He
« had already one in his Eye.”

Ic happened, the day before I went on
Shore to fee the King, I had purchafed the
Mother of the Child (tho’ I knew it not
then) from one of his People ; and at that
time my Surgeon obfetving to me, fhe
had much Milk in her Breafts, I enquired
of the Perfon that brought her on board,
whether fhe had a Child when he bought
her from the Inland Trader? To which
he anfwered in the negative.

But now on my coming on board, no
fooner was the Child handed into the Ship,
but this poor Woman efpying it, run
with great eagernefs, and {natched him
out of the white Man’s Arms that held
him. I think there never was a more moy-
ing fight than on this occafion, between
the Mother and her little Son, (who was
a fine Boy about 18 Months old; for ’tis
to be noted, the Negroe-Women generally
fuckle their Children till they are above
two years old) efpecially when the Lin-

guift



INTRODUCTIO V.
puift told her; “ I'had faved her Child
« from being facrificed.” Having at that
time above 300 Negroes on board my -
Ship, no fooner was the Story known -
amongft them, but they exprefled their
Thankfulnefs to me, by clapping their
Hands, and finging a Song in my praife.
This affair proved of great fervice to us,
for it gave them a good Notion of white
Men; fo that we had no Mutiny in our |
Ship, during the whole Voyage.

1 went from the River of Ol Callebar,
to the Ifland of Antegoa, where our Car-
goe was fold; and upon my telling one
Mr. Studeley this remarkable ftory, he
bought,the Mother and her Son, and was
a kind Mafter to them.

1 could give a farcher account of fome
more extraordinary things, that have hap-
ened in the many Voyages I have made
to this Coaft; but am afraid of being te-
"dious to the Reader: So I fhall conclude

with obfervmg, that Mynheer ' Bofman’s
Account:




INTRODUCTION.

Account of the Coaft of Guinea, is the moft
perfe& Hiftory we have of that Country;
and do readily confefs, that whatever he
mentions, as far as my Obfervations have
reach’d, I have found to be true. To
this Book therefore I refer the Reader,
who 1is curlous to know, the Manners,

Cuftoms, Trade, &c. of the Negroes along
the Sea-Coaft.
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A NEW
AGCC OU'N.T
Of fome Parts of

G B LN A,
And the Sla.ve-Trade,

SRt s n e
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Containing an Account of the De-
Sruttionof the Kingdom of Whi-
daw, or Fida; the Author's
FJourney tothe King of Dahome’s
Camp; with feveral other re-
markable Particulars.

F OR thebetter underftanding of the

following Relation, it is neceflary

to prefix fome Account of the

late State of the Country of #hidaw, be-
B fore



b A new Accouﬂtcof Guirnea,

fore the terrible Deftruction and Defola-

/ tion thereof, in the Month of March -
1726-7.

gerfcgfil" The Reader then is to obferve, That

Whidaw. the Sea-coaft of this Kingdom liesin 6

Sabee.  Degrees 40 Minutes North Latitude. S¢-

v+ bee, the chief Town of the Country, is

firvate about feven Miles from the Sea

fide. In this Town the King allowed the

Europeans convenient Houfes for their Fac=.

tories; and by him we were protetted in

our Perfons and Goods, and, when our

Bufinefs was finifh'd, were permitted to

go away in Safety. The Road where |

Ships anchored, was a free Port for all

European Nations trading to thofe Parts

for INegroes.  And this Trade was fo very

confiderable, that it is computed, while

it was in a flourithing State, there were

above twenty thoufand Negroes yearly ex-

ported from thence, and the neighbouring

Places, by the Englifh, French, Dutch, and

Portuguefe. As this was the principal

Part of all the Guinea Coaft for the Slave

Trade, the frequent Intercourfe that Na-

tion had for many Years carried on with

4 the
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and the Slave Trade. 3
the white People () had rendered them fo
civilized, that it was a Pleafure to deal
with them.

The greateft Inconvenience we were
expoled to, was the Thievery of the com-
mon People; which it was hardly poffible
to guard intirely againft; fo bold and
dextrous were they at it: Tho’ if taken
in the Fa&, they became our Slaves.

The Cuftom of the Country allowspgjysa.
Polygamy to an exceflive degree; it be-my-
ing ufual for a great Man to have fome
hundreds of Wives and Concubines, and
meaner Men in proportion; whereby the
Land was become fo ftock’d with People, =
that the whole Country appeared full of
Towns and Villages: And being a very .
rich Soil, and well cultivated by the In-
habitants, it looked like an intire Garden.
Trade having likewife flourifhed for a
long time, had greatly enriched the Peo-
ple; which, with the Fertility of their
Country, had unhappily made them (o
proud, effeminate, and luxurious, that

{2) So they call the Europeans, in Oppofition to the

Negroes:
B 2 . tho’
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oftheKing orown when about fourteen Years oId fo !

of Whi-

daw.

‘hundred of their Enemies; and ac laft loft

\

A srew Aecount of Guined, 4
tho’ they could have brought at leaft one
hundred thoufand Men into the Field, yet |
fo great were their Fears, that they were
driven out of their principal Ciry, by two -

their whole Country, to a Nation they for=
merly had contemned.  And tho’ thlsmay 3
appear to the Reader very incredible, yer
it will fufficiently be 1lluﬁrated by the =
following Account. :

The ng of Whidaw came to the ;

that the Government was for many Years
in the hands of the great Men of the 1
Country; who liked it fo well, that tho’ ©
he was paft thirty Years of Age when
this Ca]amuy happened, yet they had to
this time fought all ways to keep him |
from a Knowledge of governing. This
{uited indeed with his Temper, for he was *
indolent and lafcivious, having in his
Court feveral thoufands of Women, by
whom he was ferved in all capacmcs,.
for no Men-fervants were allowed to be
there. Being thus foften’d by his Plea-
fures, hegrew murely negligent of his Af-
fairs,
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fairs, which at laft produced fuch a Weak-
nefs in the Government,.that it ended in
its Ruin._ For the great Men played the =
petty Ty}’\ims, often falling out, and pur-
fuing their particular Interefts, wichout
regarding the Good of their King or
Country. By this mgans the common
People were divided, and fuch Parties
arofe among them, as, added to their
Fears, rendered them a Prey to their
Neighbours; fo that tho’ they were able
to have repelled any“Force which could
have been brought againft them by the
neighbouring Countries, they rather chofe
to abandon the Land, than join heartily
againft the common Enemy ; who broughe

at this ‘time'on them fuch a terrible De-
folation by the Sword, Fire and Famine,
as hardly ever befel any Country.

This commoen ‘Enemy was the King The King
of Dabome, a far inldnd Prince, who forof Ds-
fome Wears paft vhad> rendered Himielf s ™
famous, by many Vi&ories gained over ¥
his Neighbours, He fent an Ambaffador
to the King of #Whidaw, requefting to have
an open Traffick to the Sea fide, and of-

B 3 ~ fering
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His Con-

quefts.

A new Account af Guinea,

fering to pay him his ufual Cuftems on
Negroes exported : which being refufed,
he from that time refolved to sefent it,
when Opportunity offered. 'This the King
of Whidaw was fo far from apprehend-
ing, that in an Audience I had of him,
{foon after the Ambaflador’s Departure,
be told me; if the King of Dahkomé
fhould offer to invade him, he would not
ufe him when taken according to their
Cuftom, that is, cut off his Head, but
would keep him for'a Slave to do the vileft
Offices. :

And here ’us neceflary to make a fhort
Digreffion concerning the King of Da-
tome’s Conquefts. Being a politick and
couragious Prince, he had fuch Succefs
againft his Neighbours, in a few Years,
that he conquered towards the Sea Coaft;
as far as the Kingdom of 4rdra, which

/ is the next inland Country adjoining to

Whidaw; and then refolved to remain
quiet for fome time, in order to fettle his
Conquefts. But an Accident foon called
him again to ‘Arms, for the King of Ar-
/lm havmg much mJured his own Brother,
: namcd
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named Huffar; the latcer fent privately to
the Kikg of Dakome, and offered him a
large Su‘? of Money to revenge him for
the many Affronts he had receiv’d from
the King his Brother. This the politick
Prince foon liften’d to; and the King of
Ardra having difcovered the Matter, fent
to-the W hidaws, reprefenting to them, it
was their common Intereft to oppofe this
Conqueror ; but they moft imprudently
refufed to lend him ctheir Affiftance. So
being obliged to encounter alone the King
of Dabome, he met him with all the For-
ces he could raife, which was about fifty
thoufand Men of his own People, ‘and
after a three Days Engagement, his Army
was totally defeated, and himfelf taken
Prifoner. Soon after which he was be-
headed in the Conqueror’s Prefence ac-
cording to the barbarous Cuftom of thefe
black Princes.

There was at that time in the Country Bu/fnch

QIM0E .

of Ardra a white Gentleman, named
Bullfinch Lambe, who was detained Prifo-
ner by the King on this occafion: Hay-
ing been fent by the Governour of the

B 4 African

,7A



A new Account ¢f Guineay :

African Company’s Settlement at SFaqueen,
on fome Bufinefs to the King of idrdra,
this Prince detained him, under fpretence "
the Company owed him for orpé hundred
Slaves, formerly fent down to their Fac-
tory; and hefent word to the Governour,
if he did not forthwith pay him this Debt;
he would make Mr. Lambe a Slave.
Which the Governour refufing to do, he
remained a Prifoner about two Years,
being ufed very hardly ’till he was taken
in this War by the King of Dabkomé : Be-
ing brought into the King’s Prefence
(who had never before feen a white Man)
he was treated very kindly by his Majefty,
and had, in a fhort time after, 2 Houthold
appointed for him with many Servants,
and the King beftowed on him fome of
his near Relations for Wives. Having
remained with this Prince near three Years,
he was at his own earneft Defire, difc
mifs'd with a noble Prefent of Gold and
Slaves, in order to go for Europe: And
his Majefty by a Meflenger, to the Towns
and Villages he paffed through, inhis way
to' Faqueen on the Sea fide, ordered ‘thA,
i ‘ Inha.

Fioeint




and the $lave Trade. 9

Inhabitai ts to ‘thew: him all poflible Re=
fpe&, and provide nobly for his Encer-
tainment.

- After this Gentleman’s Departure, the”ﬂféﬁ;"
King of Dahome refolved to invade the ™
Country of Whidaw; which, as I have
been told, Mr. Lambe had diffuaded him
from ; reprefenting the grear number of
the Inhabitants, who were much ufed to
Fire-Arms. Moreover, that the white
People refident and trading there, would
no doubr affift them for their own In-
tereft: So that there was no probabilicy
of Succefs. But this politick Prince find-
ing by his Spies, how much the greac
Men and People were divided, and that ™
the King was only a Cypber in the Go-
vernment; he  marched againft them.
The firft part of the Country he invaded
was the northernmoft, of which a great
Lord named Appragab was hereditary Go-
vernour, who forthwith fent to his King
for Affiftance: But through the Intereft
of his Enemies at Court,> who wifhed his
De{’tru&mn he was refufed: So having
made 2 lntle Refiftance, he fubmitted to

th
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the King of Dabomé, who receiyed hml
very kmdly ¥

k

The Conqueft of Appragabh gave the

King an eafy Entrance into tie Heart of
the Coumry ; but he was obliged to halt

there by a river, which runs about half

2

a Mile to the northward of the principal

Town of the Whidaws, called Sabee, the

Refidence of their King. Here the King |

of Dahomé encamped for fome time, not
imagining he could have found fo eafy a
Paffage and Conqueft as he met with
afterwards. For the Pafs of the River
was of that Nature, it might have been
defended againft his whole Army, by five
hundred refolute Men; but inftead of
guarding it, thefe cowardly luxurious Peo-
ple, thinking the fame of their numbers
{ufficient to deter the Dabomes from at-
tempting it, kept no fet Guard. They
only went every Morning and Evening to
the River fide, to make Fetiche as they call
it, that is, to offer Sacrifice to their prin-
cipal God, which was a particular harm-
lefs Snake they adored, and prayed to on
this occafion, to keep their Enemies from
coming over the River. ~And

e s eI A £ P .
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And, s worfhiping a Snake may feemsim_lac;.s
very extrayagant to fuch as are unacquain;—%ﬁ, .
ted with the Religion of the Negroes, I
thall infor%%he Reader of the Reafons
given for it by the People of Whidaw.
This fort of Snake is peculiar to their
Country, being of a very.fingular Make ;
for they are very big in the middle, round-
ing on the Back like a Hog, but very fmall
at the Head and Tail, which renders their
Motion very flow. Their Colour is yel-
low and white, with brown Streaks; and
fo harmlefs, that if they are accidentally
trode on (for it is a capital Crime to do
it wilfully) and they bite, no bad Effe&t
enfues; which is one Reafon they give
for their worfhipping of them. More-
over, thereis a conftant Tradition amongft
them, that whenever any Calamity threa-
tens their Country, by imploring the
Snake's Affiftance, they are always delive-
red from it. However this fell out for.
merly, it now ftood them in no ﬁead;
neither were the Snakes thCmiélves {pared
after the Conqueft. For' they being in
great Numbers, and 2 kind of domeftick

Animals,
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“ He was very forry for what had hap=

“ pen’d, for he had given Orders _t"o his ,
¢ Caprains, in cale they met with Suc~ i

« cefs, to ufe the white Men well ;' but

“ he hoped they wou §| cxcx-{'e what had

“ befallen them, whici was to be attri-
“ buted to the Fate of War: Confefling,
“ he was much furprized when he was
“ firft informed, fo many white People
« were made Prifoners, and foon after

« brought to his Camp. That in the

« Confufion of Things he had not regard-
« ed them fo much as he ought ; bue for
¢ the future, they fhould have berter
¢« Treatment.” Which accordingly they
found; but could never recover any thing

_ taken from them, that being put on the

fcore of the Fate of War. However, a
few Days after, they were fet at Liberty
without any Ranfom, and fent down to
the Englif/b and French Forts. The prin-
cipal Gentlemen amongft them were
prefented with Slaves, and his Majefty
affured them, as foon as he had fettled
his Conqueft, he would make Trade
flourith, and have a particular Regard
to their Interefts. The
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Thg latcer encij of March, in the Year
_.,!,726{7, 1arrived with the Katharine Gal-
ley in the Rozad of //hidaw, where Iland-
ed, and went to th§ Eng/if/b Fort, which
1s about thice fles from the Sea fide,
and likewife t“the French Fort near
adjoining. The white People that had
been taken Prifoners, being returned to
thofe Places but a few Days before, gave
me a full account of the great Calamirty
fallen on the Country, about three Weeks
before my Arrival ; which gave me much
Concern, I having traded there feveral
Voyages. It was a lamentable Story to
hear, and a difmal Sight to fee, the De-
folation of fo fine a Country, lately ex-
ceeding populous, now deftroyed in fuch

a manner by Fire and Sword. The Car- »

nage of the Inhabitants was, above all, a
moft moving Spectacle, the Fields being
ftrewed with their Bones. Moreover the
Concern for the Intereft of my Voyage
affeted me not a lictle. Buc knowing
it highly neceflary to keep up my Spirits
in {fo hot a Country, I refolved (humbly
relying on Providence) not to be wanting

€2 in
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in my Endeavours, for the InterefteI had -
under my Care; and I met withe far
oreater Succefs than any way I could
have reafonably expctéed confidering the
melancholy Profpect ¥ had¢then of Af-
fairs, which fhall be rel*#d hereafter.

Having flayed three Days on Shore
with the Englifb and French, who, 1 found,
were in as great a Doubt as my felf how
to a¢t in cheir Affairs; I came to a Refo-
lution to go for the Port or Road of Fa=
queen, which lies about feven Leagues to
the Eaftward of #hidaw ; and has about
thirty Miles of Sea-Coaft. This Place

X has always been the Sea Port to the King-
dom of Ardra, and tributary to ir; hav-
ing a hereditary Governour, who paid his
Tribute in Loaves of Salt, there being
great Quantities made here.

As foon as the King of Dabomeé had
conquered Ardra, the Lord of this Place
fent his Submiffion, offering the ufual
Tribute he ufed to pay the conquered ’
King ; which was readilyaccepted. This
fhews the Policy of the King of Dabomé ;
for tho’ he had made a terrible Deftru@i-

- on_ |
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J =3
= N g
on of #ie Inhabiants of the inland Coun-
3 e e
~tries”he had conquered from Time to

to deftroy the Pedple of this Country in
the fame manner for havihg now ob-
tained his Dele€s, in gaining a free Paf-
fage to the Sea-Side, he judged the 7a-
queens would be very uleful o him, be-

TTime; yet he knx\: his Intereft too well, .

caufe they underftood Trade, and now # ‘

by their means, he fhould never want

21T

a fupply of Arms and Gunpowder, to x 2

carry on his defigned Conquefts. More-

over thefe People had ever been Rivals
to the Whidaws in Trade, and had an
inveterate Hatred againft them, becaufe
they had drawn almoft the whole trade
from the Faqueens, to their own Country.

For, the Pleafantnefs thereof, with the

good Government in former Times, had
induced the Europeans to carry on the far
greater part of the Trade, at their prin-
cipal Town of Sabee,

It was on the third of April 1727, we
anchored in the Road of Fayueen ; and
foon after I fent on Shore my Surgeon,
10 the Lord of that Place, to fercle an

C 3 Agree~
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Agreement with him, b ore Tlans :d m
felf; for I had never been at thi °;.¢
ivefl me not to t"mﬁ:

merly plaid bafe Tricks
ropeans, who had not taken fuch a Pre-
caution. In the Evening my Surgeon fent
me a Letter, informing me, he had ob-
tained 2ll I defired; For the Performance
of which the Lord of the Place had taken

bis Fetiche or Oath, in prefence of a

French and Dutch Gentleman: On this

Aflurance I landed the next Day, and
¥= went up to the Town of Yagueen, which
lies about three Miles from the Sea fide,
where I was received very kindly, the Pro-
mifes and Agreement made with my Sur-
geon being renewed, and a Houfe ap-
pointed me to keep Fa&ory in.

The next Day a Meffenger came from
the King of Dahom?, whofe Name was
Buttenoe. He fpoke very good Englifh,
and told me, * His Majefty having heard
« there was an Englifh Ship arrived in the
“ Road of #Whidaw, he had ordered him

(11 to
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“ to &,,here sihd invite the Captain to
¥ .come up to his Camp; (which was
b \hw\)out forty Miles directly within the
« Land in the Cot?&ztry of Ardra)butbeing
“« told there I wgb gone for fagueen, he
% had Flowithe 16 make the King’s De-
fire known to me: Affuring me inis
“ Majefty’s Name, I fhould be intirely

<« fafe in all Refpe&ts, and kindly ufed.”
To this T anfwered, “ I would con-

< fider his Majefty’s kind Invitation, and
“« he fhould know my Kefolution next
« Day.” But perceiving I had fome Dif-
truft in my Mind, he reprefented to me,
¢« That if Idid not go, it would highly
¢ offend the King; that he feared I
¢ fhould not be permitted to trade, be-
¢ fides other bad Confequences might
¢ follow.” This black Meffenger, as
mentioned above, fpoke very good Eng-
lifh, having learnt it whena Boy in the
Englifb Fatory at Whidaw: He belonged
to Mr. Lambe, and was with him at the
time he was taken Prifoner by the King
of Ardra. They both fell into the King
of Dakome’s Power, as related above,
C 4 where

a

~
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where he learnt the Country ruage 3
and in this refpe I had as c;%%:ga:g
Interpreter as I could defire. So, upongon-
fidering the matter, figding the Intereft of
my Voyage depended {nmy going to the
The Au- Camp to wait on the K\\ey 1 refolved to
thor’s
Journey to BGErtake it, tho’ the many Barbarities I
the }\m" had been told his People had been guilty of,
\’mes gave me fome Concern. However, foon
\amp. after, I had further Encouragement, by
others offering to accompany me. For
a Dutch Caprain’s Curiofity prompted him
to it, whofe Ship had been deftroyed juft
before by the Porfuguefe : Moreover the
Duich chief Factor propofed to fend one
/ of his Writers with large Prefents to the
Conqueror ; likewife the Lord of Faqueen
offered to fend his own Brother, to pay
his Duty, with great Prefents to the
King; not having done it before. So
havmg prepared all Things for our Jour-
ney, which took us up three Days, we
fet out in the following manner.
The eighth of April, at nine a Clock
in the Morning, being accompanied with
the aforefaid Perfons, we went to the Side

of
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of the vaef’thaqruns on the Back part of
{be F vn “of Faqueen, having in our Re-
Tnes ne hundreq black Servants. We
ferrle‘éover the Kjiver in Canoes, which
are a {brt of Boatsj made of large Trees
hollowed. The eople of the Town at-

_tended us in great numbers to the waser

fide, praying for our fuccefs: For they
were under terrible apprehenfions for our
fafety, amongft fuch barbarous People as
we were going to: Efpecially they were
highly concerned for the Duke, their
Lord’s Brother, who was a Perfon en-
dowed with the moft amiable qualities I
ever met with amongft Perfons of his
Colour.

Being landed on the other fide of the Ri-
ver, we {et out on our Journey, the pro-
per fervants of each perfon attending in
their feveral places. I had fix Ham-
mock-men, who relieved one another by
turns; two at a time being only required
to carry the Pole which it is faftened to.
I had likewife a fmall Horfe to ride on,
when I was weary with lying in the

Hammock. . The other Gentlemen were

accome-
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accommodated in the f;inc maapar, Our
travelling was at the pate of abone.f
miles an hour; for fyve made frequent
Stops for our Baggagl-carriers, t&bte be-
ing no Carts nor good\Horlfes at Faqueen;
k ere being but
Tittle bigger than our Affes. The Coun-
try, as we travelled along, appeared beau-
tiful and pleafant, and the Roads good ;
but defolated by the War, for we faw the
remains of abundance of Towns and Vil-
lages, with a great quantity of the late In-
habitants bones ftrewed about the Fields.

Noon time being paft, we dined under
fome Cocoe-trees, on the cold Provifion
we carried with us; and in the Evening
being come to a few forry Hovels, we
put up there for the night, and lay on the
ground on mars, (the huts not being big
enough to hang our hammocks up in)
and the greateft part of our Attendants
were obliged to lye in the open Air.

The next day about feven a clock in
the morning, we fet out again, and by
nine came within half a mile of the

King’s Camp. Here we halted, and
judge
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judge we lwad théfn travelled about forty
“miles Arom Fagueen. Soon after a Meflen-
ger ts} from his | V{Iajeﬁy to comphmcnt
and wtlcome us; ind being told it was
properto prepare cur felves, we took our
beft apparel out of our trunks, and drefs’d
our felves under the covert of an old wafy
and foon after we advanced within a little
way of the Camp, where we were defired
to wait for a great Man who was to re-
ceive us. The King, it feems, to do us
the more honour, fent the principal per-
fon of his Court (whom the Negroes dif-
tinguifh'd to us by the Title of the Grear
Captain) to receive us; which he did in
a very extraordinary manner. For he
came in the mid{t of five hundred Sol-
diers, who had Fire-arms, drawn Swords,
Shields, and Banners in their hands, uf-
ing fo many odd and ridiculous Cere-
monies, (as they appeared to us) that at
firft we could not judge, whether they
meant us well or ill: For the GreatCap-
tain, with fome of his Officers, ap-
proached us, with their Swords drawn,
flourifhing them over our heads,

o)

3 pomung

then
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pomtmg them to our Lreaﬁs, and fkip-
ping and jumping about us, lik ny -
monkies, fhowing ag, many tri l{;‘fand |
poﬁures, as that anigial generally('does.
At laft, after fome (jme fpent /n this
manner, the Great IV i

" fedare temper ; Then he gave us his hand,

welcoming us in the King’s Name, and
drank to us in Palm Wine, which is a
Juice drawn from the Palm-tree, which
is very common in that Country. We
returned the Compliment, drinking the
King’s health both in Wine and Beer we
had brought with us, which he feemed to
be well pleafed with: and all Ceremonies
being ended, he defired us to go with him
towards the Camp; and accordingly we
proceeded, the Soldiers guarding us, and
the mufical Inftruments making a difmal
noife.

In about half an hour’s time we arrived
at the Camp, which was near a very great
ruin’d Town, late the principal place of
the Kingdom of Ardre. Here the Army
lay in tents, which, according to the /Ne-
groe-Cuftom, were made of {mall Boughs

of
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of Trees, fand Covyred with Thatch, very
much -sefembling j Bee-hives, but each
big**époydgh to hod ten or twelve Sol-
diers, "who crept infiat a hole on one fide,
and la';fheads and ppints together. Upon
our entring the"Camp, we were con-
ducted to fome large Trees, where Chairs;
(taken from the Whidaws,) were brought
for us to fit on, under the Shade of the
Trees. Immediately fuch Numbers of
People flock’d about us, that if the Officers
had not ordered the Soldiers to keep the
the Multitude off, we fhould have been
in danger of being fmothered. For tho’
there had been forty white men taken at
Whidaw, who were all brought up pri-
{oners to this Camp, and afterwards re-
leafed, as related above, yet thoufands of
people, who came fince out of the far
inland Countries, had never feen a
white man before us.

Having refted our felves about two
hours, under the Shade of the Trees, and
beheld divers Fpats of A&ivity, perform-
ed by the Soldiers to divert us, we were

conducled to a thatch’d Houfe, that had
been
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been prepared for us; Yrd tho' |we were
obliged to ftoop at our ;mg in at the Door,

was no little Satisfafl\'gx;to us, /& :
Bones were hardly recowered, from the
"“former night's Lodging on the Ground.
After we had ftowed our Baggage in the
Tent, the great Man took his leave of us,
but left 2 Guard to prevent any of -the
People from difturbing us, and he went
to the King to give his Majefty an Ac-

count of our Arrivak
By this time Noon was come, {o we
fet down to dinner on cold Ham and
Fowls, which we had brought with us.
Our Tent ftood in the middle of a large
Court palifadoed round. We were {ur-
prized, that no People came into the
place to fee us, they having crouded fo
much at firft, on our coming into the
Camp: But I was told the King hav-
ing been inform'd how we were incom-
moded , had given ftri&t Orders, no one,
on pain of Death, fhould, without leave
of the Caprain of our Guard, come to fee
us.
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us. 'This| was’pléfing news; for by this
we foun:)l:}hls Majdty was duly obeyed,
and alfo Jiad our fafity at heart. But we
were pigued with a Vermin that greatly
annoyedius ; and thg"t was fuch an infinite
number of Flies, that tho’ we had feveral
Servants with Flappers, to keep them off
our Victuals, yet it was hardly poffible
to put a bit of Meat into our Mouths,
without fome of thofe Vermin with it,
Thefe Flies, it feems, were bred by a
sreat number of dead Mens Heads, which
were piled on Stages, not far from our
Tent, tho” we did not know fo much at
that time.

After we had dined, a Meflenger came
to us, about three o clock in the after-
noon, from the Great Captain, defiring
us to go to the King’s Gate; accordingly

we went, and in our way faw two large
Stages, on which were heaped a great

number of dead Men’s Heads, that afford-
ed no pleafing fight or {fmell. Our In-
terpreter told us, they were the Heads of
four thoufand of the #hidaws, who had
been facrificed by the Dabomes to their

Gad,
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God, about. three we ﬁbéfore, ds an
Acknowledgmebc of pie grcat&ConqucIt,
they had obtain’d. : N

When we came ko the ng"g Gate,‘
as they call’d it we found 1cZonly an
Entrance into a large ‘Court, which was
palifadoed round; there being feveral
mud-wall'd Houfes in it. Here we were
defired to fit down on Stools brought to
us; and an Officer prefented us, in the
King’s name, with Cows, Sheep, Goats,
and other Provifion; with this Compli-
ment, that as his. Majefty was then in a
Camp, it was not in his power to provide
for us better at this time. Having re-
turned thanks for this unexpeéted favour,
we went out of the Court, and were fur~
prized with a fight, ac the Gate, of forty
ftqut Men ranked in file, with Fufees on
their Shoulders, and broad Swords in their
Hands; who had about their necks firings 1
of dead Mens Teeth, reaching as low as
their middle, both behind and before, in
fuch Quantities, as might furnifh all the
Barber-Surgeons Shops, in Eurgpe. chg |
furprized at this extraordinary appearance, |

I afked |
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1 afked tlﬁe.Liﬁ?i;’c, Why they were dreft
in this thanner ? #To which he replied,
They viere the Fmgs Heroes; or Wor-
thies, who had killed a great many Peo-
ple wuh%x their own hands, and were al-
lowed, as a mark of their great Valour,

to ftring and wear their, Enemies Teeth

about their Necks; and, I might obferve,
fome of them had been more fuccefsful
than others, by the different quantities
they had on: For thatit was made death
by their Law, for any of thofe Gentle-
men to ftring a Tooth, without firft

making due Proof, before the proper Of-
‘ ﬁcers, tha it belonged to an Enemy flain
wich their own hand in Battle. Having
viewed this ftrange Sight, I bid the Lin.

guift tell them; « They appeared tobe a -

< Company of brave Gentlemen, and that
« T was their humble Servant.” This
Compliment pleafed them, and they re-
turned it, faying, « They had a greac
. & Efteem forwhite Men.”

After this was pafs'd, we returned to
otir Tent, and fupped; then hung up
our Hammocks, and lay in them till

D : Moern-
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Morning. I took noti ,,ﬁt"hét ?the%u’ﬁi "

ot Fagueen's Brother,

thence with us, was entertained at the

Tent of the Great Captain; and 6n my
A'ed, I §

inquiring the reafon; I was anfw

was in refpect to us, that we might not
T ;

be crouded in our Tent. : Jager it

Next Morning, at nine a Clock, an
Officer came from the King to acquaint
us, we fhould have an Audience forth-

with. Accordingly we prepared our

felves ; and then going to the King’s Gare,
were foon after. introduced into his Pre-
fence.  His Majefty was in a large Court
palifadoed round, fitting (contrary to the
Cuftom of the Country) on'a fine gilt
Chair, which he had taken from the
King of Whidaw. There were held over
his Head, by Women, three large Um-
brellas, to fhade him from the Sun :*And
four other Women ftood behind the Chair
of State, with Fufils on their Shoulders.
I obferved, the Women were finely drefs'd
from the middle downward, (the Cuftom
of ‘the Country being not to cover the
Body upward, of either: Sex)" morcover

they ;

1
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they had on- {f‘i’{;/ Arms, many large Ma-
nelloesi or nggs of Gold of gcpat
Value, and rounll their Necks, and in
their, Hair, abundance of their Counfry
Jewcls which are a fort of Beads of
divers Colours, brought from a far in-
land Country, where they are dug out of "
the Earth, and in the fame Efteem with
the Negroes; as Diamonds amongft the
Europeans.

The King had a Gown on, flowered
with Gold, which reached as low as his
Ancles; an Eurgpean embroidered Hat
on his Head ; with Sandals on his Feet.
We being brought within ten Yards of the
Chair of State, were defired to ftand ftill :
The King then ordered the Linguift to
bid us welcome ; on which we paid his
Majefty the refpect of our Hats, bowing
our Heads at the fame time very low, as
the Interpreter. directed us. Then I or-
dered the Linguift to acquaint the King,
« "That on his Majefty’s {ending; to de-~
“ firc ‘'me to come up to his’Camp, I
« forthwith refolved on the Journey;
t that I might have the pleafure of fee-

| DI ing
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« ing fo great anc{éo}thﬁ King, as 1 7‘

« heard he was; relying” intirely} on the

< PrOmlfCS his Meflengir had made me
< fin his Majefty’s Name.” The ng
feemed well pleafed with what I faid,
and affured us of his Protetion and kind

- ufage. Then Chairs being brought, we

were defired to fit down, and the King
drank our Healths ; and then Liquor be-
ing brought us by his Order, we drank
his Majefty’s. After this the Interpreter
told us, It was the King’s Defire we
« {hould ftay fome time with him, to fee
« the Method of paying the Soldiers
« for Captives taken in War, and the
« Heads of the flain.

It fo happen’d, that in the Evening of
the Day we came into the Camp, there
were brought above eighteen hundred
Captives, from a Country called Zufe,
at the diftance of fix days Journey. The
occafion of warring on them, the Lin-
guift thus related, “ That at the time
“ his King was wholly employed in
¢ contriving the Deftruction of the
“ Whidaws, thefe People had prefumed

€« to
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< to aggack fi®y hundred of his. Sol-
diers, fent by ‘his Majefty as a Guard
to twelve of his Wives, who wetre
golng with a large quantity of Goods
and fine things, carried by Slaves, to

<« the Country of Dahomé. The Guard”

being routed, and tHe Women' flain,
« the Tuffoes poflefs’d themfelves of
¢ the Goods; for which Outrage, as
¢ foon as the Conqueft of //hidow was
« compleated, the King {ent part of his
¢ Army againft them, to revenge him
¢¢ for their Villany; in which they had
« all defirable Succefs.” It was neceflary
to mention this Affair, for the better
underftanding of what follows, it being {o
very remarkable.

The King, at the time we were pre-
fent, ordered the Captives of Tuffoe to be
brought into the Court: Which being ac-
cordingly done, he chofe himfelf a great
number out of them, to be facrificed to
his Fetiche or Guardian Angel ; the others
being kept for Slaves for his own ufe;
or to be fold to the Eurgpeans. There
were proper Officers, who received the
' D Captives

Ne——
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Caprives from tize Soldigks handsyand paid
them the Value of twef: ty Shillings Ster-
luﬂg for every Man, in Cowries, (which

is a Shell brought from the Eafl Yndies,
and carried in large quantities to #kidaw

- by the Europeans, being the current Money

of all the neigh&ouring Countries far and

near) and ten Shillings for a Woman,

Boy, or Girl. There were likewife brought

by the Scldiers fome thoufands of dead
Peoples Heads into the Court; every Sol-

dier, as he had Succefs, bringing in his
hand one, two, three, or more Heads
hanging in a Suring; and as the proper
Ofhicers received them, they paid the Sol-
diers five Shillings for each Head: Then
feveral People carried them away, in or-
der to be thrown on a great Heap of
other Heads, that lay near the Camp;
the Linguift telling us his Majefty defigns

to build 2 Monument with them, and

the Heads of other Enemies formcrly
conquered and killed.
I obferved, there were a great many of

the principal Men of the Court and Ar-

my prefent, all proﬁratcd on the Ground ;
none

i
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none being pd‘rmtted to go nearer, than
within ewenty fopt of thesKing’ se(,b,? ir;
and whatfoever thdy had to fay to his Ma-
jefty, firft kiffing the Ground, they whif-
pered into the Ear of an old Woman,
who went to the King; and having re-

ceived his anfwer, fhe returned with it

to them, His Majefty likewife fhowed
his Liberality to his Courtiers and Offi-
gers, in prefenting them with at leaft two
hundred Captives. As foon as any per-
fon had a Slave prefented to them, a pro-
per Officer made Proclamation of ir,
which was immediately echoed by the
Populace, who were waiting in great
numbers at the King’s Gate for the Sa-
crifices.

After the Bufinefs of the Captives was
difpatch’d, there came into the Court two
Fellows, with a large Tub, that had in
it at leaft fix Gallons of Frumenty, or
fuch like ftuff, which they fet on the
Ground ; and then falling on their Knees,
they took with their Hands the Victuals
out of the Tub, and threw it fo faft into
their Mouths, that tho’ there was fuch a

D4 quantity
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quantity of it, they difpteeh’d it ina few,
Minutes. The ngmg told us, , this was
thq{r daily Practice ; bfic that thefe Gor-

mand:zers lived not many Years, and
then Others took up their Trade; whxch !
is only in order to divert the King. .\

After this we faw feveral other things,
full as ridiculods as this, which would
be tedious for me to relate, as well as
to the Reader to perufc ; {o having been
near three Hours in the Court, expofcd
to the great heat of the Sun, from which
we had nothing but Umbrellas to defend
us, we defired his Majefty’s Leave, to re-
tire to our Tent, which was readily
gramed, accordingly we paid our Duty
in a compliment to the ng, and went
away.

Sometime after this, we fat down to
Dinner in our Tent, being accompamed
with a great number of Flies, as formerly
mentioned. Juft as we had dined, the
Duke, Brother to the Lord of 7agueerz,
came to us in fo great a fright, that af-
ter he had fat down, he could not fpeak
for fome time : And tho’ hc was at other

txmcs,,
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gimes, of a com’cb? black‘fglour, yet now
his Countenance Was changed tedwny :
For as he was cdming to our Tent, ie
faw a great number of poor People going
to be facrificed; whofe Lamentations had
made fuch an Impreffion, that it had oc- _

cafioned this great diforder in him. For ;

the People of the Sea-Coaft abhor fuch
things; efpecially the eating their Bodies
afterwards, as the Dabomes do. And ’ds
not to be imagined, what fervice the re-
port of this did them, when they firft
inyaded the Countries bordering on the
Sea-Coaft: On which I thall makea fhort
Digreflion, to inform the Reader.
Difcourfing afterwards with fome of
the principal People of Ardre and Wk;-
daw, who had efeaped the Conqueror’s
Sword, and telling them, what a Re-
proach and Difgrace it was to the latter
Nation to quit their Country to the Dg-
bomes in {o cowardly a manner as they
had done ; they anfwered, It was not pol-
fible to refit fuch Camnibals, the very
Report of which had extremely intimi-
dated their whole Nation. Whereupon

T ob-

4%
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“ ing eaten by their own Species, were far
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I obferved to them, Ir was allone toa
dead Carcafe; whethzz it was eaten by "!
thieir own kind, or by the Vultures, (of
which there are great numbers jn the 1
Country) onwhich they fhrugged up their

< henfions of being killed.

But to return again to the Duke, T en-
deavoured to allay his Fears, by reprefent-
ing to him, we had the King’s Promife for
our Safety; and that facrificing their Ene-
mies being the ufual cuftom of the Coun-
try on any Conqueft, he ought not to be
fo much furprized at it. But he replied,
As to his own Safety he was very doubt~
ful of it, the King not having yet admitted
him to an Audience; fo he requefted he
might ‘remain in our Tent, as thinking
himfelf fafer with us, and accordingly we
granted his requeft. Then fending for
our Linguift, we defired to know, Whe-
ther the Dutch Caprain and my felf mighe
be admitted to'fee the manner of the Sa-

crifices: (As for the Dutch Writer, he
chofe

« more terrible to them, than the Appre- ;}
\
]
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chofe to remam\m the Tent with the
Duke) The Intet‘preter aﬁrwered ‘He
would go to the chief Feticheer, or Prleft
and know, whether he would be pleafed
to give us leave. Soon after he returned,
and informed us, Leave was granted: Sog,, .,
we went with him, abouea quarter of a Sacrifies
mile from the Camp. There we found.
great numbers of People gathered toge-
ther; and our Guard made way for us
through the Croud, till we came near
four {mall Stages, which were erected
about five foot from the ground. We
ftood clofe to them, and obferved the
Ceremony, which was performed in the
following manner.

The firft Vitim we faw, was brought
to the fide of the Stage. It wasa comely
old Man, between fifty and fixty Years of
Age. His hands were tied behind him ;
and in his behaviour, he thowed a brave
and undaunted Mind, nothing like Fear
appearing in him. As he ftood up-
right by the Stage, a Feticheer, or Prieft,
laid his Hand on his Head, faying fome
words of Confecration, which lafted

abourt
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about two Minutes. (f/Then he gave the

fign of-Execution, t

‘a Man that ftood

behind the Vi&tim with a broad Sword,

who immediately ftruck him on the nape

of the Neck, with fuch force, that the
Head was fevered at one Blow, from the
Body; whereupon the Rabble gave a
great Shout. The Head was caft on the
Stage, and the Body, after having lain a
litcle whileon the Ground, that the Blood
might drain from it, was carried away by

Slaves, and thrown in a place adjoining to -

the Camp. The Linguift told us, the
Head of the Vi&im was for the King;
the Blood for the Fetiche, or God; and
the Body for the common People. We
faw many other Perfons facrificed in this
lamentable manner, and obferved, That
the Men went .to the fide of the Stages,
bold and unconcerned; but the Cries of
the poor Women and Children were very
moving, and much affeGted the Duzch
Caprain and My felf, tho’ in a different
manner : For he expreffed his Fears to
me, That the Priefts might take it into
their Heads, to ferve usin the fame man-

ner,

e
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ner, if they fhould fancy white Peop]e
would be more acceptablc to~cheii God,
than perfons of their own colour:. This
notion raifed fome fear in me, but recol-
le@ing my felf, I told him, « As the

a

€

feared, I was in good hopes nothing
would be attempted on us; and that
we ought to put a good face on the
matter, and withdraw frcm f{o terrible
a Sight, the firft opportunity.” Soon
after, a principal Man of the Court
came and ftood by us, and bid the Inter-
preter afk us, < How we liked the Sight ?”
To which we replied, « Not at all: For
« our God had exprefly forbid us ufing
¢« Mankind in {o cruel a manner: That
“ our Curiofity had drawn us to come
“ and fee it; which if we had not done,
 we could never have believed it.” Then
I afked the Linguift, Whether this Gen-
tleman was accounted a- generous good
bumoured Man? To which the Linguift
ceplying in the affirmative, I ventured to
put this Queftion to him, “ Thatif his
“ Fate had brought him into the fame

6 « Mif-

~
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“ King was fo greatly reverenced and_
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« Mlsfortune as thefe poor Cdptlves weré
o noW"‘iﬁ:’" how he fhould like it? He
¢ readily anfwered, Not at all.' On this
« T gbferved to him, that the grand Law
“ both of Whites ‘and Blacks, with all
¢ their Fellow Creatures was: To do "'".
< others nootherwife, than as they defired o ,'
« e done unto: And thatour God had en-
« joined this to us on pain of very fevere
“« Punithments.” To which he anfwered
This was the Cuftom of his Country;
and fo he left us.

Prefently after this Gentleman’s depa‘r-
ture, there came to us a Colonel of the
Army, whom we had feen at _‘?aqueem ,'
the day before we fet out on our Journey:
This perfon feemed very friendly and glad
to fee us, and ready to refolve any Qua-'
ftions we put to him. Amongft the reff ‘
I told him, * That I wondered the‘f ‘
« fhould facrifice fo many People‘ of
“ whom 'they might otherwilfe make
« good advantage, by felling them.” He
replied, « It had ever been the Cuﬁom of
< their Nation, after” ‘any’ Cbnqueﬁ: to
“ offer o their God a cértain number o'
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¢ Captives, which were always chofcsut
¢ 'from among the Prifoners, by the King

¢ himfelf: For they firmly believed,

¢ fhould this be omitted, no more Sucs
< cefs would attend them. And he ar-

47

¢ gued for the Neceflity and Ufefulnefs ™"

" of'their doing it, from the large Con-
“ quefts they had made within a few
© Years, without any Defeat.” Thenl
{ked him, “Why {o many old Men were
¢ facrificed in particular? He anfwered,
¢ It was beft to put them to death; for
* being grown wife by their Age and long
* Experience, if they were preferved,
* they would be ever plotting againft their
* Mafters, and fo difturb the Country;
¢ for they never would be eafy under

* Slavery, having been the chief Men in

* their own Land. Moreover, if they
' fhould befpared, no Exrgpean would buy
¢ them, on accountof their Age.” I then
sbferved to him, That I bad feen feveral
1andfome young People facrificed, whom
-was fure the Europeans would gladly have
sought. 'He replied, ¢ They were de-
¢ figned toattend in the other World the
b “ King's
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« King's Wives, whom the Tufoes their
« Countrymen hadflain.” By which Ana
fwer 1 found they have a Notion of 2
future State, tho’ a very rude one. = And
this put me upon aﬂcmg him, What Opl- |
nions they ‘held concerning their God?
To which he gave: a very confufcd and
lmperfe& Anfwet ; fo that all 1 could ga-
ther from his Difcourfe was, That they
efteemed him as an invifible Guardia i
Angel, fubordinate to another God; ad-'
dmg « Perhaps that God might be:
« ours, who had commumcated {o many:
“ exrraordinary Things to white Men;
« as he had been mformcd by Mr. Lambe s
« But as that God had not been pleafed *
“ to make himfelf known to them, they
¢« muft be fatisfied with this they wor'_
¢« fhipped.”. ;
By this time the Mob being grown thin,
on the fide where we ftood, I told the
Linguift, we would return to our Tcnl:,,
and 1 invited the Colonel to go along-with:
us, which he readily promifed. Accor-
dingly our Guard, having made way for;

us, we _left this horrible Place and nght,'
NoE
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not having receiVed the leaft Affront, tho’

we were near two Hours by ‘the Stages.
At our return we underftood, the King
had fent the Duke word, he fhould have
an Audience that Evening; whereupon I
endeavoured to cheer him up by telling
him, *“ That we had been civilly ufed at
« the Sacrifices, and that nothing could
« more conduce to his Reputation, than
« his appearing before the King, in his
« ufual fprightly Carriage and Behaviour,”
which was indeed natural to him. On
this he went from us to the Great Cap-
tain’s Tent, in order to prepare himfelf
to go to the Audience. But the Colonel
remained with us, drinking merrily of
European Liquors, and in the Evening he
afked us, ¢ Whether we would take a
« walk, and fee that Quarter of the Camp
« where his Tent ftood?” This we rea-
dily agreed to, and in our way paft by the
place where the facrificed Bodies were
thrown. There were two great heaps of
them, confifting, as they faid, of four
hundred Perfons, and who had been
chofe out by the King that very Morning.
E After

40
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After we_had been at the Colonels

Tent, where we were treated with Palm
Wine, we returned to our own, being
accompanied by him, and we defired
him to ftay to Supper. While we were
eating, feveral Servants came with Difhes
of Fleth and Fifh, drefs'd after the Coun-
try manner, and the Interpreter told us,
they were fent by a Mulatto Portuguefe
Gentleman, who had been taken in the
Ardra War. The King had ever fince

detained him Prifoner, allowing him a

handfome Maintenance, and had given
him a Wife much whiter than himflf,
who was born in the inland Country.
Soon after the Victuals were broughr,
the Gentleman came himfelf, with his
Wife, to fee us; and after paffing a hand-
fome Compliment, they fat down to Sup-
per with us. We were very glad of thisnew

Acquaintance, the Duftch Writer {peak- 1

ing good Portuguefe, and my felf under-
ftanding a lictle; fo that now we judged,
we fhould not be obliged to truft intirely
to our Linguift, this Perfon talking the
Language of the Country ﬂucntly I was

i much
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miuch furpnzed‘to fee his Wife fo whlte'

equal to our Engli/b Women, only of not
{o lively a Colour. She had woolly Hair,
like the blackeft of the Natives, with the
fame Features. Her Hufband told us,
fhe was born in a far inland Country, «f
black Parents, who had never feen a
white Man, nor fhe before Mr. Lambe;
whom he enquired affectionately after,
faying, < That when he returned, accor-
“ ding to his Promife to the King, his
“ Majefty had promifed to grant him his
“ Liberty.” Then, on his Importunity, we
promifed him a Vific at his Houfe; and
foon after, he and his Wife, with the
Colonel, took their leaves, withing us a
good Night.

The next day, early in the morning, the
Duke came to our Tent,and told us, he had,
in the night paft, a long Audience of the
King, who treated him in a kind manner ;
fo thathis Apprehenfions of being kill'd and
eaten were quite vanithed: but he told us
with the utmoft Horrour, that the facrifi-
ced Bodies had been taken away in the

night by the common People, who
E. 2 had

Cannibalss
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had boiled and feafted ofi them, as holy
Food. ThisStory induced us to fend for

il

our Linguift, and take a walk to the place '

where we had feen the Carcafes the
evening before; and, to our great Surprize,
we found they were all gone.. There-
upon afking the Interpreter, what was
become of them? he replied fmiling, the

Vultures had eaten them up. I told him,

« That was very extraordinary indeed,
« to {wallow Bones and all;” there be-

ing nothing remaining on the Place, but |

a great quantity of Blood. So he con-
fefled, the Feticheers, or Priefts, had
divided the Carcafes amongft the People,
who had eat them in the manner the Duke
had told us. And tho’ no doubt this will
appear incredible to many Perfons, yet I
defire they will only make this one Reflecti-
on, That thofe who could be fo cruel as to
facrifice their fellow-Creatures, might
probably carry their Barbarity a Degree
further.

However, as I relate nothing for mat-
ter of Faé&t, but what I was an Eye-wit-
nefs to, fo I {hall leave the Reader to give

what
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what credit hespleafes thereto. But as a
further confirmation of their being Can-
nibals, I fhall relate what T afterwards
learn’d from one Mir. Robert More, who was
a perfon of great Integrity, and at that
time Surgeon of the Italian Galley. This
Ship came to Whidaw .whilft T was at
Faqueen, and Caprain Fohn Dagge, the
Commander, being indifpofed, fent More
to the King of Dahome’s Camp, with
Prefents for his Majefty. There he faw
many ftrange things, efpecially human
Flefh fold publickly in the great Market-
place. As I was not in the Market dur-
ing the time I'was in the Camp, I faw no
fuch thing: But I don’t doubt but that I
fhould have feen the fame, had I gone
into that place, for there were many old
and maimed Captives brought from Tufe,
(befides thofe facrificed) which no Eurg-
peans would have bought.

But toreturn from this Digreflion: On
our return to the Tent, we fent our Lin-
guift to the great Caprtain, to defire he
would procure us an Audience from the
King, to treat of Bufinefs: Byt he fent

Ei3 : us
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us word, That as his Majefty was very
much engaged, we could not be heard
that day ; there being fome Embaffadors

come from the inland Countries, who
were to have an Audience forthwith. On
this I fent again to the Great Captain,

deﬁrmg he would pleafe to be mindful of
us, on the firft Opportunity ; and he was
unexpe&edly fo that Afternoon,

Having then nothing to do but fit in
our Tent, and make Memorandums of

what we heard and faw; we afked the

Linguift, « Whether we might, without
« Offence, go to fee the Mulatto Porfu-
« guefe Gentleman?” Thereupon he conful-
ted with a principal Perfon belonging tothe
Court, who often came by the King’s Or-
der to us, to enquire if we wanted any
thing: And he approving of ir, we: pre-
pared to go, but firft had this Caution
given us; that there being two Embafia-
dors in the Camp from the King of #ki-
daw, -to offer his Subjection, if we fhould
meet” with: any of their People: in the

Street, we fhould nothold any Conference

with them. Which having pr@mifedz
we



and the Slave Y?"da’e.

we went to thg Portugue/e Gentleman’s
Houfe, who received us very kindly, think-
ing he could not make us welcome enough 3
and as we could underftand him, we fent
our Interpreter away, under pretence of
an Errand to the Duke. After he was
gone, the firft thing we defired of chis
Gentleman, was, to give us fome hints,
how we fhould behave, when we came
to treat of Bufinefs with the King; which
he readily did, fpeaking fo highly of the
King’s Policy and Generofity, that we
were much furprized, tho’afterwards we
experienced the full of what he told us,
This Perfon had in the Court of his Houfe
two pretty Horfes, each about thirteen
hands high, which were every way
much better than thofe we had feen ar
Fagqueen.  Upon our afking him, from
whence he had them, he replied, « They
¢ came from the Kingdom of F-or;
“ which lies towards the North-Eaft,
“ many days Journey off, beyond a great
¢ and famous Lake, which is the Foun-

« tain of feveral large Rivers, that .

“ empty themfelves into the Bay of Gui-
E 4 “ nea



~
-

»

56

«
<«
&«
<
<
<
(14

(4

~

[14

(44

-

[4

-~

(44
€
<«
(43
«

€

-~

<
€
«
'Y

<

"~

144

11

f

b

A new Account of Guinea,
nea. And he further added, that feve-
ral fugitive Princes, whofe Fathers the
King of Dahbomé had conquered and be-
headed, fled to the King of this Coun-
try for Protection, and atlaft prevailed
with him to make War on the King
of Dahkome, which he did foon after
the latter had ‘conquered Ardra. The
King of F-ce fent, under the Com-
mand of a General, a great Army of
Horfe, confifting of many Thoufands,
(for they never ufe Infantry) where-

with he invaded the Dazbomes in their

own Country: On this fudden and un-
expected Invafion, the King of Dakome
marched immediately from Ardra into
his own Kingdom, and made Head
againft the -ces, Butas he hadnone but
Infantry,” whofe Arms were Guns and
Swords, he was hard-putto it: For the
Country being open and without Inclo-
fures, the zlorfcmcn, who were armed
with Bows and Arrows, Javelins and cut-
ting Swords, had certainly conquer’d, if
the unufual noife of the Dabome’s Fire-

“ Arms had not fo frightned the Horfes,

“ that
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that their Ridegs couldmever make a

“ home-Charge on the Enemies Foort.
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However, the Difpute having lafted, at
times, four days, and the King of Da-
home finding his Soldiers fo fatigued,
that they could hold out but a little
longer, he contrived this Stratagem:
he had great quantities of Brandy
by him, formerly bought at Whidaw,
which is a principal Commodity the
Erench Ships bring there, to exchange
for Negroes. So the King refolved to
retreat in the Night with his Army,

~and leave the Liquor as a Bait for the

Enemy, with great quantities of valu-
able Goods, which were in ftore, in a
large Town near the Camp. When
Day came, the -ces thinking the Da-
homes were fled, fell to plundering and
deftroying the Town, and drinking
greedily of the Brandy: And as they
feldom had rtafted of that Liquor
before, it {o intoxicated them, that
they fell afleep in great numbers on the
Ground. The King of Dabomé being
informed of this by his Spies, returned

“ with
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feized at the fame time by the Dabome
“were exceeding proud of this Victory, =
‘the King of ¥-ve, to preventhis attack=

themfelves with this ‘Thought, that

i 10 the Sea Coaft, to which the F-oes

A new Account of Guinea,

with the wtmoft fpeed, and atta!:km
them while they were in this Difordir;
routed them ; but the greater part of
the ¥-oes efcaped with the help. of their
Horfes, and fled out of the Country:
However, their Lofs was {o great, that
the others efteemed it 2 compleat Vie=
tory. The' Portugucfe Gentleman ad=
ded, thar at the time of this Rout, he =
took the two Horfes we had feen in his
Yard, and a great many more were |

Soldiers. He faid further, (bur enjoin=
ed us Secrecy) That tho' the Dabomes

they were ftill much afraid of a fecond =
Invafion, ‘an Army of Horfes being -
very terrible to them: And: that .the
King had lately 'fent ‘grear Prefents,to 1
ing him a fecond time: However, in
cafe he did i, and they fhould not be
able to withftand them, they comforted 4

they might fave their Perfons, by flying -
“ durt
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¢ durft not follow them. For as their
“ national Fetiche was the Sea, they were
< prohibited by their Priefts from ever
““ feeing ir, under no lefs a Penalty than
“ Death; which they made the People
““ believe, would by their God, if they
“ were {o prefumptuous, be inflicted on
“ them.” This laft Story feemed no-
thing ftrange to us, who had converf-
ed with the Coaft Negroes; for they
have all their particular Fefiches after the
fame manner; fome being prohibited eat-
ing Fowls that have white Feathers;
others, on the contrary, are to eat none
that have black: Some are to eat no
Sheep, othersno Goats. And abundance
of fuch other fuperfitious Obfervances
they have, which are moft religioufly
kept, being affigned them by the Prieft,
the Day they have their name given
them.

By cthis time it was paft Noon, fo we
took our leave of the Portuguefé, and
went to our Tent to Dinner, The Au-

About three a Clock that Afternoon, ai‘ﬁgﬁf;“
Meflenger came from the great Captain, of he

g o
L0 Dahorme.
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to inform v the King had appointe

immediately to give us an Audience. This
was an agreeable Surprize to us, for now
we had hopes of being quickly difpatch’d,
fo we prepared our felves, and went to |
the King’s Gate, our Prefents for his Ma— ‘
jefty being carried before us.. |
On our coming into the Court, wherc: |
we had feen the King at our former Au-
dience, we were defired to ftay a little, 1
till che Prefents were carried into the |
Houfe, that his Majefty might view them,
Soon after we were introduced into a fmall |
Court, at the furcher end of which the
King was fitting crofs-legg’d on a Carper
of Silk, fpread on the Ground: He was
himfelf richly drefs'd, and had but few
Attendants.  When we approached him,
his Majefty enquired in a very kind man-
ner, How we did? ordering we fhould be
placed near him; and accordingly fine
Mats were fpread on the Ground for us
to fit on, Tho’ fitting in that Pofture
was not very eafy to us, yet we puta good
Face on the'matter, underftanding by the
Linguift, thar it was their Cuftom.

As
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As foon as we wére placed} the King or-
dered the Interpreter to alk me, What I
had to defire of him? To which I an-
{wered, « That as my Bufinefs was to
“ trade, fo Irelied on his Majefty’s Good-
“ nefs, to give me a quick difpatch, and
¢ fill my Ship with Negroes; by which
means I fhould return into my own
Country in a fhort time; where I
thould make known how great and
« powerful a King I had feen.” To
this the King replied by the Linguift,
¢ That my defire fhould be fulfilled:
« But the firft Bufinefs to be fettled was
¢« his Cuftoms.” Thereupon I defired
his Majefty to lec me know what he ex-
pected? There was a Perfon then prefent
(I believe on purpofe) whofe name was
Zunglar, a cunning Fellow, who had for-
| merly been the King’s Agent for feveral
'Years at Whidaw; where I had feen him
in my former Voyages. To him I was
referred to talk about the Affair. So
Zunglar told me, < his Mafter being re-
“ folved to encourage Trade, tho’ he was
¢ a Conqueror, yet he would not impofe
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gracious Expreffions towards me, I took

A new Account of Guinea, 1

¢ a greater Cuftom tHan ufed to be paid’
¢ to the King of #Whidaw." 1 anfwered;
% As his Majefty was a far greater Prince;, |
¢ fo I hoped he would not take fo much.”
"This Zunglar not replying readily to, and
the King obferving it, (for the Linguift
told him every word that pafi'd. be-
tween us) His Majefty himfelf replied, =
« That as he was the greater Prince, he
« might reafonably expec the more Cuf- =
“ tom; but as I was the firft Englifh Cap-
“ tain he had feen, he would treat me as
« a young Wife or Bride, who muft be
« denied nothing at firft.” Being fur-
prized at this turn of Expreffion, I told
the Linguift, « I was afraid he impofed
“ on me, and interpreted the King’s words
“ in too favourable a manner.” His Ma-
jefty obferving I fpoke with fome Sharp- |
nefs, afked him what I faid? Which the *
Linguift having told him, his Majefty
fmiled, and exprefled himfelf again to the
fame purpofe: Adding, “ I fhould find
“ his A&tions anfwerable to his Words.”
Being greatly encouraged by the King’s

~

-
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he Liberty to reprefent to! his Majefty,
" That the beft way to make Trade flou-
" rith, was to impofe eafy Cuftoms, and
' to proteét us from the Thievery of the
" Natives, and the Impofitions of great
* Men; whlch the King of #Whidaw not
* doing, had greatly hurt the Trade. For
“ the ill ufage the Europeans had met
* with of late from him and his People,
“ had caufed them to fend fewer Ships
“ than formerly they did. And tho’
“a large Cuftom might feem at firft
* for his Majefty’s Advantage, yetit would
foon be found, that a great number of
Ships would thereby be hindred from
¢ coming to trade ; fo that in this refpect
he would lofe far more in General,
¢ than he would gain by that Particular.”
The King took what I faid in good
part, telling me, « I fhould name my
“ own Cuftom,” which I atfirft declined :
But being preft to do it a fecond time, I
told the Linguift to afk his Majefty,
“ Whether he would be pleafed to rake
“ one half of what we ufed to pdy at
< Whidaw 2 To this the Kipg readily

agreed ;
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agreed ; addiqg, « He defigned to make
« Trade flourith; and I might depon )
“ upon it, he would prevent all Impofi=
“ tions, and Thievery, and prote& the
« Europeans that came to his Country,
“ faying, that his God had made him
‘ the Inftrument to punifh the King o
 Whidaw, and his People, for the many *
« Villanies they had been guilty of tos"
« wards both Whites and Blacks: That *
¢ the Embaffadors now in his Camp from =
« the faid King, had informed him of
« me and my Characer, and that by the ®
« account they had given him of my ¥
¢« former dealings in their Country, he &
“ codld put much Confidence in me." ¥
Then his' Majefty having afked me di-
vers Queftions concerning our former ill &
ufage in the Country of #hidaw, to which.
I anfwered as I thought proper; I took
this Opportunity of pleading for the com~
mon People of that Kingdom; reprefent-
ing, « It was the great Men amongft
¢ them that had encouraged their thiev
“ ing, in which they fhared: But if his
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s them to Mergy, ands reftore them td*
« their Country, on pé;'ying a certain
« Tribute, they would be of great ad-
¢ vantage to him; becau{: they were
 very induftrious in cultivating the Land,
« and many of them underftood Trade
“ exceeding well, which his own People
« were little verfed in.  Moreover it was
“ a Maxim amongft the white Princes,
that the number of ufeful Subjeéts was
“ their greateft Glory and Strength; and
« if his Majefty thought the fame, he
“ had an opportunity of adding many
“ hundreds of thoufands to his former
¢« Vaffals.” To this the King replied,
« He was fenfible of the truth of what I
< alledged, but that the Conqueft of
“ Whidaw could not be fecured, till he
< had the King’s Head; and he had al-
“ ready offered the People to reftore
them to their Country, as foon as they
< fhould fend him alive or dead to his
¢ Camp.” 1 did not think proper, on
hearing this, to fay any thing more on
the matter, or obferve to his Majefty,
how wrong a Policy it was, to oblige

B Subjeéts
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‘subjedts to a& To villanous a part!to—

Account
of Bull-

finch

Lambe.
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wards their So‘Were:gn “For as the Cuf-

tom of thefr black Princes was little

known to uf, I was afraid of giving of=

fence: So 1 only anfwered,” * That as
“ the King of Whidaw was on an Iland

€«
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¢ and down the Country in the Bufhes,
‘ could not poffibly perform what his
« Majefty required of them: For if they
« were ever {o ready to do it, yet having

“ no Cannoes to ferry over “to the Ifland,

¢« it was not in their Power to take the

by Popoe, with many thoufands of ‘his
People, the reft chat were difperfed up

1

<« King from thence ; ‘and that I believed

« if he did not receive them to Mercy
« quickly, the far greater part of” thcm
“ would perith by Famine.”

Afterthis his Majefty fell into a vanety'
of Difcourfe, and amongft other things

complained of Mr. Lambe, (who, as F
have related in the beginning of this

Book, had been taken' Prifoner in the
Ardrz War,) faying, < That tho' he had
“ oiven him, at 'his leaving: ‘the Court,

% thrce hundred and twenty ounces of

s “ Gold,
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Gold, wich eigh Sl av«, and made him’
promxfe with a folemn‘Qath to return-
again in a reafonable tirle, yet twelve
Moons had now pafs'd, tand he had
heard nothing from him: Adding, He
had fent a black Perfon with him,
whofe name was Tom,. one who had
been made a Prifonerac the {ame time,
being a Faqueen-man, who fpoke gocd
Englifb ; and this Man he had ordered
to return again with Mr. Lgmbe, that
he might be informed, whether what
that Gentleman had reposted concern-
ing our King, Cuftoms, and manner of
Living was true.” To this I replied,
Thar I had no perfonal Knowledge of
Mr. Lambe, but had been informed,
before I left England, that he went
from Whidaw to Barbadoes, which is
a Plantation where the Eng/z/b employ
their Slaves in making Sugar, and
which is at a great diftance from our
own Country; But I hoped he would

'~ provean honeft Man, and return again

to his Majefty, accoxdmg 0 hxs Prc-—
mife and Oath.”
Bay To
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To this :he I;mg replied, Tho he

¢ proved not a5 good as his Word, other

<« white ’V'ew thould not fare the worlfe |
« on that acgount 3 for as to what hehad |
given Lambe, he valued it not a Ru{h; |

but if he returned quickly, and came"

« with never {o large a Ship, fhe fhould |

« be inftantly filled with Slaves, with |
¢« which he might do what he thought

U proper.

It may not be improper here to give |

a fhort account of the black Man the King
mentioned to me, becaufe he was in
England laft year, and the Affair was
brought before the Lords of Trade, by
whom I was examined about him.

Mr. Lambe carried this Perfon to Bar-
badses, and feveral other Places, but at
laft left him with a Genileman in Mary-
land. Afterwards Mr. Laombe wrafficked
for fome Years, from one place to ano-
ther in the Planzationsy and coming to
the Hland of 4utcgos, where 1 had been
in the year 1728, and told the foregoing

- -itary to fome Gentlemen, and how kindly

the King of Daleme had exprefs’'d himfelf
‘with

1
|
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with regard to the faid Mr, %Zﬂmbe, being
by them informed of it, tivis induced him
to return to Maryland ; an.‘i/ the Gentle~
man who had 77 in his Ceftody was {0
good, as to deliver him again to Mr.
Lambe, who came with him to London,
the beginning of the year"1731.

Mt. Lambe, {oon after his arrival, came
to fee me at my houfe, enquiring par-
ticularly about what I had related at -
tegoa; which Iconfirmed to him, Then
he defired my Advice about his going
‘back to the King of Dahome. To this
I frankly anfwered, ¢ It was my opinion,
“ he had mifs’d che opportunity, by not
¢ returning i a reafonable time, accor-
ding to his promife; feveral years be-
ing now pafsd fince he came from
thence, and the State of Affairs much
altered for the worfe: Befides, he
might juftly fear the King’s refentment,
as Mr. Teftefole had experienced lately |
to his coft, for abufing his Goodnefs ;!
s« for tho’ he was Governour for Lhc{
African Company at #lidaw, yet he
had been put to death in a cruel
N Anner. i Os
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On this he left me; and the nextxfewg %

I heard, ‘was, | That Mr. Lambe had 'de’ 3

livered ‘a - Lefter  to hjg Majefty ' King
George as f'sm the King ' of Dabome,
which being referred to the Lbrds"”"bf

Trade,' the  Merchancs trading’ o' the -

Coaft of Guines were fent for andIbe:

ing ordered to attend, ‘]'nfo,fﬁued *‘their 1

\

[

Lordfhips of what T knew of'the miatter’
The repore from -t'-hc"Lord_s of’Tx‘atfgi
was to this Purpofe, «“Thae' the Eetter '
 intheir opinion was "n.dt"ge,nuihe,'_b:ﬁ‘t g
“ that'the. black My ought to be taken “
 care 'of;’ and fetirned to his King‘:’,’ i
Accordingly' ' lie' vyas put into thé:haﬁ”dsr "‘
of the African Company,‘ who took care ﬂi
of him: for many Months; but'he grow-
ing impatient, applied” to' their ‘Gfébéé
the '‘Dukes of Rictmond’ and Montague, !
who.-procured himy 4 Paffige on bbér@? d
his Majefty’s Ship the Tiger Caprain B;’;ké)-
/ey, then bound to the Coaft of Guinea.
Moreover, their Lordfhips having thew-
ed him grear Kindnefs, moft generoufly
fent 'by him feveral ra‘re-Pr'efcm"é:‘t"é'_h'is_
King, which, nodoub, will'make a good
g impreffion i

> fiirt ;J
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1mpreﬁion on Bim in fayodr of our M[a-
tion; and I have lately‘ eard, thaf on
'his’ being put on- Shore 2 szdcfw he
‘was ‘forthwith fent to'the Kipg, who was
then in his own Country of Dahome, and
* was received gracioufly by him : That his
Majefty fent down handfome Prefents for
Captain Berkeley, but before the Meflen-
gers'got to Whidaw, he was failed, not
having patience to* wait o' many days,
‘as the return from {o far inland a place
required.
T had not made this Digreffion, but only
0 fet this Affair in‘a trueldight ; and unde-
ceive 'thofe that may read this'Book, and
wert fo far impofed upon, as to fuppofe
the Black Man to have been an Embaflador
frofy the King of Dahome, to his Majefty
King'George. 1 met with feveral that be-
lieved fo, ' till I fatisfied them of the contra-
ty ;' for the jeft wascarried on {o far, that
feveral Plays were 'acted on his Account,
andit was advertifed in the News-Papers
that they were for the Entertainment of
Prince® Adomo 'Oroonoko Tonio, &¢: thele
jingling' Names being invented to carry
'on the Fraud the better. This

' and by Slabe Y}’ade \ 71
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A new Account. 2f Guing: |
\ Thxs hacK Perfon wag bornaL :}'aguem, ‘

: and being from'a Boy converfant with the |

Englifh tradlrg there, learned fo. well |
our Languafe, that e wasemployed
by them, when grown up, as an Inter- |
preter.

He happen’d to be at Ardra on fomc
bufinefs, at the time that Country was
conquered, and fo became Prifoner to the
King of Dabome. But ’ts time to have
done with, this Story, and go.on wherel
left off.

After this Difcourfe concerning Mr
PBambe.was over, I acquainted the King,
that I daily expected -another Ship be-
longmg to my Owner, (who had ﬁvelarge
Ships that ufed the #Whidaw Trade in
particular) and I hoped his Majefty wonld
not take more Cuftom from the Com-
manders ' of them, than he had been
pleafed to take of me. To which he
anfwered with a Smile,, *. That it was a
< particular Grace tomy felf. Howeyer
“ when apy of them came, they fhould
“ be ufed kindly in that matter, and the
“ Captains might flay ‘at Jaqueen and

5 e % Whidew



\4;;“ i)

\-:?;. ) jlzé‘ﬁ[ﬂ@é?’rag’ét\ 4 23

« Whidaw as théy thought &r, Yor thy
« he now was Lord of botﬁ‘.places.”;. nd
then his Majefty atked me,’ “ Whether
<« I would chufe the Slavel, that were
“ now in the Camp, or have them firft
“ fent down to Faqueen?’” To which I
anfwered, “ I chofe the latter; defiring
« the King would now pleafe to fix the
« Price, with other martters.” Accor-
dingly Zunglar was called again, to in-
form bhis Majefty, what were the laft
Prices the Europeans had paid for Negroes
at Whidaw, before the Conqueft: Buton
my reprefenting, Thatthe Price had been
raifed there, much above what had been
cuftomary, on account of the War; the
King moderated it himfelf, and I writ
down with my Pencil, in his prefence,
every thing_ agreed on: Amongft which
one was, ThatI fthould have three Males
to one Female, and take none but what
I liked. The reafon of my mentioning
this, is to explain more fully what hap-
pened to me afterwards, on account of
thefe two Articles,

After
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and ‘the Kibg recommended me ' 1o th e
care of thein ‘both, declérrﬁg, o I T fufe
« fered by theit People, eitherin Perfon or
% Goods, he and his Brother {Hiould anfwer. £
& for it: Moreover if any Perfonflole my
« Goods, andcould be'takén, Tné‘Majeﬁy
< ordered, ‘they {hou}d be' m{palcd alxve i
« on the Sea fide, for an Example to thé ¥
« Porters, and others that bi‘mg ‘our Mer— 4
¢ chandife from thence to thc Town. i '.
By this time it was pear ‘nine"a clotk
at night, and’ the nguxﬁ:1 v&és ordered
by the King to tell us, his’ hmc of watht
ing was come; {o we fofe’ up'in order
to take our leaves, h\mﬂ)ly fh&nﬁl
Majefty ‘for all ‘his Favou&'s and’ for' Hfé
great’ Goodnefs rowards is, in glvmg s
1o long an ‘Audience;; deﬁx’fﬁé he would
be_pleafed to 'permit s 0" teturn” next
day to _‘7’aqz¢eefn addtng, T %oped God
would give him many'Days, for’ the good
of his own People, and of the Ehraﬁé‘abs
that fhould come to his' Countryi’ “The

hmg thanked us for our good Wifhes,
faying,

A

n
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Tand the blafve dee(

faying, he would dl(patch us thé nev
day, and then we pald our Refpe&s /ﬁnd
fo parted v

As we werc almoﬁ five hon'rs fo near
the ng, I‘had a good opportunity of
taking- an exa View of him. He was
mxddlewﬁzed, and full bodied; and as
near as'I “conld judge, " aboutff(')rty five
years old: His Face was pitted with the
Small'Pox'; 'neverthelefs, tfffere‘ was {ome-
thing in his Countenance very taking, and
withal ‘majeftick. 'Upon ' the’ whole, I
found ‘him the ‘moft e*{traordinary Man
of his Colour, " that I had ever converfed
with, having feen nothing in him that
appeared barbarous except the facrlﬁcmg
of his Enemies; which the Portuguefe
Gentléman'told me, he beheved was done
out of Policy; neither did he eat human
Flefh himfelf.

- Being made eafy in all refpe@s by this
Audience, we returned to our Tent, and
fpent the evening cheerfully, the Mulatzo
Portuguefe, with feveral Courtiers {upping
with us. The next morning we were
. fent for avam to the King’s Gate, and the

Officers
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f\‘ﬂicen( told us, “ It being, the King’s
itsche-day, his Majefty could not fee; ‘
¢ uss but that he had ordered them o
& prefc.nt us with fomething in. his name;
“ adding, I might depend jon what had
“ been promxfed me, and that we were
« at leerty to go for Fagueen when we
« pleafed:” Our black Servants had like- 1
wife handfom Clothes given themto wear |
about their middle; (acco;dmg to the
cuftom of the Negroes, who never cover
more than that part) with ‘a {mall fum
of Money to each of them, which made
them very jocund, and almoft forget the
fear they had been put in at the fight of
the Sacrifices. tindl b .
This being over, our fervants carried
the Prefents to.our Tent, which confifted
of Slaves, Cows, Goats and Sheep, with
other Provifions: And then we went to
the great Captain’s ‘Tent, to take our
leave of him. 'There we found the Duke,
who told us, he could not have his Au-
dience of leave from the King till the
Evening ; and earneftly defired us not to
go without him; for that he would cer-
tainly

PR
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tainly accompany us the next qurnm/;/
to Faqueen. 'Tho’ the Dutch Gcn\lembn
and my felf were very defirous of rﬂomg
before, yet wecould not in honoua leave
the Duke; fo we confented ‘to” ftay for
him, and went to our Tent to Dinner,

In the Afternoon, the Linguift came
and told wus, that the remainder of the
Army, who had been plundering the
Country of Tuffoe, were returning; and
afked us, whether we would go and fee
them pafs by the King’s Gate? We went
accordingly to that place, and foon after
they appeared, marchingin a much more
regular Order than I had ever feen before,
even amongft the Gold Coaff Negroes;
who were always efteemed amongft the
Europeans that ufed the Coaft of Guinea,
the beft Soldiers of all the Blacks. I ob-
ferved, this Army confifted of about three
thoufand regular Troops, attended by a
Rabble of ten thoufand at leaft, who car-
ried Baggage, Provifions, dead Peoples
Heads, &c. The feveral Companies of
Soldiers had their proper Colours, and
Officers, being armed with Mufquets and

cutting
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Soltfer proﬁrated himfelf; and kiffed the
Gro nd; then rofe with fuch agxluy, as
was very Turprizing: The place; before 4
the King’s Gate was four times as large 1
as Tower Hill ; there they pecformed their ~|
Exercifes, in the fight of innumerable |
Spectators, and fired at leaft twenty rounds |
with their fmall Arms, in lefs than two 5
hours time:! Then, by the General’s Or-
der, the Soldiers retired to the part of the
Camp they belonged to. This fight was
well worth feeing even by us Eurgpeans.

I took notice, that abundance of Boys
followed the Soldiers; and, carried their
Shields; and afked the Lingliiﬁ, “ What
« was the occafion of it > He told me; That
“ the King allowed every common Soldier
“ aBoy at the publick charge, in order to
“ be trained up in Hardfhips from their
“ Youth; and that the greateft part of the
‘ prefent Army confifted of Soldiers, bred
“ up in this manner, and under this Efta-
¢ blithment.” . By which I judged, it was
now onder the King had madefo large Con-

quefts,

-
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quefts, with fuch regular Tr
his Policy together. '

After Ehls Sight was ever, we ’vyer»c
again to the great Caprain’s, whofe. ddet
Son had been General in the E}fﬁgdmom
againtt the Tuffoes. The Mulatto Portu-
suefe Gentleman being then prefent, ad-
vifed us to go and pay our Compliments
to this Commander. 'Accordingly we
went, and were received by him with
sreat Civility ; and having prefented him
with fome Trifles, wherewith he was
highly delighted, we returned to his Fa-
ther’s Tent. = After a thort ftay, telling
him we were afraid we thould not fet ous
for Faqueen the next day, he affured us
we fhould certainly go the next morning
early ; and that he would accompany us
part of the way: which Promife was
highly pleafing to us, for we were quite
tired of the Camp: Moreover my Bufi-
nefs very much required my prefence at
Faqueen, in order to begin tading. F
obferved in the Grear Caprain’s Tent two

' black Gentlemen, who had long Gowns

on, with a Cloth wreathed about their
Heads,
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eads,/fike a Turki/b Furbant, and
Is cn their Feet. This being a Drg
d never feen before amongft the Ne
groe. I inquired of the Linguift, whos
they were? He replied, * They wer
“ Malayes, which is a Nation far inlan
« bordering pn the Moors; and that thel
« People were equal to the white Men:
“ in one thing, namely in writing: That
« at this time there was about forty
¢ them in the Camp, who had been ¢z
“ ken at feveral times in war, as the
<« traded from one Country to anothes
« and that the King treated them kindl
« for they had the Art of dying Goat an
* Sheep-fkins with divers Colours, whichi}
¢ they made into Cartouch-boxes for th
t Soldiers; and alfo into Bags to hol
loofe powder, and for many other ufes.”
I was defirous of difcourfing with thefel
People, but the Linguift declined ir, fay=-+
ing, “ It would give offence to the Great
« Captain:” So we went from hence o
take our leave of the Mulatto Portuguefe
Gendeman, and afterwards to our Tengl ¥

n
~

1o fupper, and flept all night in our

Hammaocks. Next
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cht Mornmg‘ we rofe early, nd brf—
pared for our ]ourney As foon\\\ac Al

our things were in order, we fen the :

Duke word, that we waited fo“ him.
The Meflenger returned fortﬁwnh and
defired us to go to the great Caprain's
Tent, where we fhould find the Duke
and his People all ready for going. Ac-
cordingly we went, but the Ceremony of
taking leave of feveral great Men, who
came to wifh usa good Journey, detained
us till nine a elock in the Morning: And
then we fet our; the mufical Infiruments
of the INegroes making a great noife at our
Departure. The great Caprain, accor-
ding to his Promife, accompanied us for
an hour on the Road, and then rook his
~ leave under a Salute of Fire-Arms from
his Soldiers, and our Servants. Our
Hammock-men had no need of bein
prefs'd to make hafte, and travel faft: For
the Impreffion made on their Minds by
the facrificing the poor People of Tufe,
ftill fo much atfected them, that they
ran full fpeed with us, even beyond their
Stwrength; fo that by five a clock in the

G Even-
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T Even'.g, they brought us into jague g
* tumto. 0, where the People received us wit
T agucer, :

muth Joy, having been under great ap
prehénfiops for our Safety, becaufe w
ftayed longer than'was expected. b
- The next day, being the 15th ofdpr_‘i_' "
1727, I paid“the King of Dabome’s Offi= 8
cers the Cuftom agreed on; and in two ;
days after, a great many Slaves came to
Town, being fent by his Majefty for me &
to chufe fuch as I liked of them: Which &
having done, I offered to pay the Lord
of Faqueen his ufual Dauties, but he in-'
fifted on a larger Cuftom than my Surgeon |
had agreed for with him at our firft com-
ing: So I refufed to pay it, and put him
in mind of the Injuncion the King of Dg-
homé had fent him by his Brother. This
put him in a Paffion, and he afked me
fternly, Whether I defigned to bring War
on him, by informing the Conqueror of
what he demanded? This being a tender
Point, and hoping Time and Patience
might bring him to do me Juftice, I took
my leave of him: For I had been told, it
Wwas not poffible, no more than prudent,

5 to
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10 engage any one to go w1th a Con&p]av’t

to the King of Dabome 5 for the Mefien-

ger would certainly be murdered cu)] the

Road by the faqueens., Morece= ”‘/ I was

informed, they and thzir Lord had fent

their beloved Wives and beft Effe@s to an

Ifland, which is about thircy Miles to
the Eaftward of Fagueen on the Sea- Coaft,
and vnder the Protection of the King of
Appab, whofe Country extends as far as
the Bay of Benmin. And as they durft
not truft intirely to the Conqueror’s Faith
and Promifes, {0 the Men were always
ready to fly there themfelves, on the leaft
appearance of Hoftility: There they
could be in fafety, the Dabomes not hav-
ing Cannoes to follow them, or if they
had, none amongft them underftanding
the Management of them.

A few days after the Lord of Fagueen
had refufed to rake his ufual Cuftoms;
another difficulty arofe; for the Porters
refufed to bring up my Goods from the
Sea fide, except I would pay them double
the price I did at my firk coming. There-
upon I fent my Complaint to their Lord,

G2 who



- fitig, but he fent me word, ¢ It was no
e N:Powcr to oblige thofe fort o

“fent for me; and going to him, he told™

"« was the Italian Galley, Captain Dagge,
"« who was known to him; for I had

fn 4
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o cknowledged it was a great Imp,

[

“ Peopie’ to do me Juftice; for by th

‘¢ ftranding of the Dutch Ship,; they had =

“ got fo many Goods, that it had ma A
« them rich and proud; and fhould he go
“ about to force them to bring up my

« forchwith quit the Country, and fly
“ Appab” Being in thefe melancholy
Circumftances, impofed on by all hands,
and without hopes of redrefs, an accide
relieved me very unexpectedly. For a
few days after this, the Lord of the place

me, « He had juft then received Advice,
« that an Englifb Ship was arrived in the |
« Road of Whidaw; and he defired T
« would fend my Boat there, to perfuade
« the Captain to come to Fagueen” I
anfwered, “ Idid not doubt but thar Shi

¢« expeted him fome time, his Ship be=}
« longing to the fame Gentleman a
' “ mine
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fuch bad ufage from him and iis Peo-
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mine did: Bug fince I had recsived

ple, he could not expe& I would be fo - '
imprudent as to advife the Caprait—ro.
who was in the fame Intereft with me, e
to come and receive the like Treat->
ment: Adding, If I fent my Boat, it ~
fhould be to defire Caprain Dagge to

ftay at Whidaw, and fend a Meflenger

to the King of Dabome, to reprefent

the ufage“l had met with from him;

tho’, to let him fee how loth I was to

give any Offence that way, I fhould

intirely forget what was paft, if he

would make me eafy.” This immedi-

ately brought him to do me Juftice: He
took his ufual Cuftom that very day, and
the following went himfelf to the Sea
fide, to the Towns where the Porters
lived, and perfuaded them to carry my
Goods at the ufual rates.

Soon after thig I received a Letter from_~— -

Caprain Dagge, defiring I would let him
know how Affairs ftood at Fagueen. Hay-
ing informed him of all matters, he con-
cluded, it would be for our Owner’s In-

G 3 teref}
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;v(tcreft if hc ftayed dt Whidaw, where he “"
-~ | hag grfat Succefs; for that People being
m a ftarving Condition, and obliged to

‘ el their Servants and Children for Money
and Goods; to buy Food from their Neigh-

. bours of Pgpoe; his Ship was foon filled
| with Negroes, and he had the good fortune
“ to fail from the Coaft three days before
me. Not long after the Arrival of Cap-
tain Dagge, 1 was taken ill of a Fever;
my Surgeon, a very eminent Man for
Trade as well as his Profeffion, died in a
few days after my being rtaken ill; and
the rainy Seafon coming on, my white
People both on board and on Shore grew
fickly; and to add to my Misfortynes,

“ the King of Dabomeé’s Traders began to
grow troublefome and impofing. Indeed

I had one Comfort in this Diftrefs;
namely, that tho’ I was two days together
without a white Man in the Fa&tory with
“me, (occafioned by the Sicknefs) yet I'had
nothing ftole from me, which I believe

7 was owing to the fevere Charge given by
the King to the Lord of Fegueen and his

Brother, to take care of me and my Goods,
: Buc
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But as to the King of Dabomé’s Traders,

with their Mafter, producing the Writ-

ing I had made in his Prefence, and calling™

the Linguift to witnefs, that I was not to
take any Slaves but fuch as I liked; yet
it fignified nothing : For tho’, the Interpre-
ter was {o honeft as to own it, yet he was
as impofing as any other, pretending the
King’s Orders for what they did. Nay,
I began at laft not to think my felf fafe,
one of the Traders being fo infolent as to
prefent his Fufil at me, for refufing to
take his bad Slaves. For tho’ they came
to trade, yet they werealwaysarmed with .

Sword and Dagger, and a Boy carried X

their Gun for them. Thefe People were?
~far different from the Traders we ufed to 2
deal with at Whidaw : For thefe came al- |
ways in a modeft manner to deal with us,
and tho” fometimes I owed them Goods
on my Notes for ten days together, be-
caufe the badnefs of the Sea prevented
our landing them; yeét they fthewed no
Uneafine(s about it:' Whereas, on the
contrary, thefe Dabomé Traders would
G 4 come

when I obje&ted to them my Agreement

=Y
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comté ten times a day, avith their Notes;

tho’ they were fenfible the Sea was fo
great on the Shore, that we could land

~fio Goods. And when I expoftulated

/ had permitted a great number of the,
~common -

with them, about the needlefs trouble

they gave me and themfelves, in coming
{o often to me to read their Notes ; it not
being in my Power to pay them, ’tll I
could get goods landed; they angrily re-
plied, * They did notlike a bit of Paper
« for their Slaves, becaufe the writing
« mightvanifh from it; or elfe the Notes
« might be loft, and then they fhould
« lofe their Payment.” Upon that I
ufed to thew them my Book, telling them
their Notes were entered therein, and
fhould they lofe them by any Accident,
yet I would pay them by my Book: And
as to the writing it would never go off

the Paper; but this did no ways fatisfy.

them.

About this time fcvcral Portuguefe Ships.

arrived in the Road of Whidaw, and ftay'd
there, on a profpe& of the Country’s be-
ing fettled again; for the King of Dahom?

i
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common People 15 return, and they‘JBe-
gan to build them, Houfes near the Englifb
and French Forts. But fome time afteric
appeared, thatitwas only done to deceive
the Europeans. However the King of
Dalome being defirous of the Portuguefe
Gold, which they bring to, purchafe Ve-

?%

groes with, his Majefty fent a great many -

Slaves down to Whidaw, which made

Trade dull with us at Fagueen. For tho’
formerly great Numbers came to this

place, from other Nations now deﬁroyedz/

by the Dakomes, there remains at prefent
only one Country called Lucamee, lying
towards the North-Eaft, for the Fagueens
to trade to. Which Nation, by means
of a wide River, has efcaped being made
a Conqueft to the barbarous and cruel
Dafhomes.  As 1 was in this melancholy
ftate, one day, my old Acquaintance the
Caprain (who had been fo civil to me at
the Camp) came to vifit me; -and the -
Linguift not being in the way, I made
ufe of a little black Boy, who fpoke pretty
good Englifh, and was entertained_by me
in the Factory as a Servant, to bé my

5 Inter-
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« confident the Faqueens were not tolerated
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Inte}Ercter; orderifig‘}ﬁm to tell the
Captain my Grievancéy, for which he: |

feemed concerned. He told me he was a

warlike Perfon, and fo had no Knowledge

of the Affairs of the Traders; but he was

in fuch things by the King. Then
I bid the litcle Boy further inform him,

That the Traders very much impofed

upon the military Gentlemen of his

Country, in felling themn Mufkets bought
out of the French Factory, for the. fake

" of a fmall Prefent. Thefe being made in

7 k.
/

imitation of Englifh Arms, were fent to
the King, as if bought from me, by
which means a bad repute was brouglit

Y on our Arms; becaufe the French Guns
fplitin firing, and hure the Soldiers ; which:

is owing to their not being proved as ours
are, with a good load of Gunpowder, be-
fore they are put into a Stock and finith-
‘ed. I obferved, this very much moved
him, fo I made him a Prefent of fome
things, with a promife of a greater Re-
ward, if he would go to the King, afidlet

his Majefty' know my Complaints. So'

‘having
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having confidered the matter a lictle wlhle
he agreed to go, ’ixargmg the little Boy

to keep the thing fecret, on pain of be- ‘

ing put to cruel Torments if he divulged

it; and I foon after experienced the good <~

Effets of his Journey.

The People of Faqueen, asI mentioned
before, were in very uneafy Clcumftan-
ces. The King of Dabome being informed
of it, refolved to fend the great Caprain
to their Lord; to fettle all things to their
Sausfaction. The Caprain my Friend
being got to the Camp before the Great
Caprain fet out, and acquainting the King
with my Complaints, it much incenfed
him againft the Traders, and he caufed
the great Caprain to go forthwith to 7a-
gueen, to ferle all matters. He made
fuch hafte, that he brought the firft news
of his coming himfelf; and becaufe he
had a great Retinue, on the firft report of
hisarrival, the Inhabitants of Fagueen were
going to fly to Appab; believing he was
come in a hoftile manner: But he foon
made them ealy, ordering the far greater
part of his People to remain on the other
: fide
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ﬁde(,’of the River;" wt;ch runs on the

back part of the Totyn; and he came
only with one hundred Attendants into.

__~—the place Upon the firk natice of his:
~, coming, the Duke, Brother to the Lord
< of Faqueen, went to receive him; andall

the white Gentlemen in the Town, both =
Merchanty and Commanders of Ships,

affembled ar the Door of the Dusch Fac-
tory, to falute him as he pafsd by that
Houfe. He was conduc¢ted to the Duke’s
Court, with all the Honours the placc could
poflibly afford. His Retinue was lodged
near my Fa€tory, which proved a great
difturbance to me; for they made a dif-
mal noife with their mufical Inftruments,
both night and day; but on my com-
pleining of it, they were afterwards re-
moved. ‘

"It feems the Great Captain, at his ficfk

, coming into the Town, had given orders
to fome of his Officers, to feize all the
| Dabome Traders,. But by means of fome =

Friend they had in their Retinue, notice

was given them; whereupon feveral of
them fled. However, about ten were

feized,

S A i e
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‘feized, and immediately fent in Iror';s to
the King : And the Duke, brother to the
‘Lorfd ‘of Fagueen, told me afterwards,
¢ That when the Great Captain began

¢ to talk of Bufinefs with him, the firft*

¢ Queftion he afked, was, Whether the
Traders had ufed me ill?” To which he
replied in the affirmative; Adding, He
was in my Factory, when one of them
prefented his Piece” at me, becaufe I
refufed to buy the bad Slaves brought
“ by him.” The great Captain upon that
afked him, « Why he fuffcred mie to be
fo ufed? To which the Duke anfwered,
« That not only he himfelf, but his Bro-
ther, had been treated by them with
great Infolence; and-that they were
afraid to refent it, for fear they fhould
reprefent their Acions in a bad Light
“ to the King.” ©On this account the
Great Caprain faid, they had talked enough
upon that Point.

We underftood afterwards, that chis
great Man, at his return to the King,
acquainting him with the Mifbehaviour of

the Traders, his Majefty ordered the Per-

fon
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fon 'who prefented hxs,I’xcce at me, to be
beheaded, with another who had highly
infulted me at the fame time: And the

others were kept in bonds, fed only with |

Bread and Water; and whenever it rained,

they were put out into the Prifon Court, |

and expofed tll it had done raining. - By

this I found, that the Traders and the

Linguift had thamefully belied the King;
however, in Prudence I did not think fic
to complain of the Interpreter, but only
chid him in private; at which he was fo
frighted, that he left me, when the great
Caprain returned to their King.

The nexc day after this Great Man’s

arrival, all the white Gentlemen in the

* place went to wait on him at the Duke’s

Houfe, carrying him Prefents; and I went
amongft the reft. Upon my taking leave,
I invited him to dine with me at my Fac-
tory the next day. He came accordingly
with many Attendants, one of whom he
admitted with the Duke, to fit at Table
with us. He feemed to be much pleafed
with the Victuals, efpecially with a Ham ;
and was much furprized when I told him,

it

EESR
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t was partof a Hog that had been killed

fix Months ago. I was fomuch diverted -

to fee him handle a Fork, which it feems
he had never ufed before, that I could
hardly keep my Countenance, fo auk-
wardly did he manage it. ~Amongft other
lithes there was brought to” the Table 2
Pye of minced meat. Of this he eat
greedily, afking me, “ How it was pre-
“ pared?” I toldhim the manner; ad-
““ ding it was done by my Wife, and be-
“ ing put up in earthen Pans, it would
“ keep in fo hot a Country as this was,
“ for fix Months at leaft.” He then afk-
me, How many Wives 1 had? “Itold him
‘< we were allowed by our Laws but one;
on which he fell a laughing, faying,
« He had five hundred, and withed fifty
« of them could prepare fuch meat for
“ him as mine had done.” After this
the Servants brought Bananas, with other
Fruit of the Country, on Delft Plates.
‘Thefe Plates he was much taken with,
and defired I would give him thac he eat
on, with the Knife, Fork, and Napkin
he ufed. Itold him he was welcome 1o

all

79
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fwept all away, fo fuddenly, that they

-luckily efcaped. I putona good Face o
“the matter;” tho’ I was fomething fug=:
~prized to be fo foon taken at my word
~with the manner of it; foI faid to him,.
« I would prefent him further with fome .

<« ter we had dined; for it was not the

" fo he ordered them to be quxct fort e

A new Account of Guinea,
all on the Table: Of which the Lin

to his Servants, and they immedi

like to have broke all the Plates, butth

« Mugs and_Cups, which I called for.”

I had almo[’c forgot to relate anot |
Circumftance, full asiodd asthis, When"
we firft fat down to;fi'nner, fome of his
principal Servants who ftood behind his
Chair, would every now and then fnatcl
off his Plate, a Slice of Ham or Fowl;
and obferving he did not rebuke them for
it, I bid the Linguift tell him, “ His Ser-
<« vants fhould not want for Victuals af-

« white Peoples cuftom, to let their
“ Guefts Attendants go home hungry;’

future.
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* After dinner we drank both our Kings « ">
healths, and he grew very merry, prefer-
ring Punch to other Liquors. When he
took his leave of me in the Evening, he
exprefs’d great Satisfaction at his Enter-
tainment : Moreover he told me, < He
t defign’d to go and fee the Sea the next
“ day, (which was about three Miles
« off) and as he had never yet feen ir,
« nor a Ship, he thould be glad of my
« Company.” But I was obliged to ex-
cufe my felf; on account of my late
Tllnefs, from which I was not perfeétly
recovered. So I told him, «“ I would
« order my Officer in the Tent, to enter-
¢ tain him in the beft manner he could;
“ and if he would be pleafed to go on
« board my Ship to fee her, all poffible
« Care fhould be taken of him. '

oI muft now leave this great Man for a
while, and give an Account of a remark-
able thing that happen’d whilft he was at
the Sea fide. For the right underftand-
ing of it, the Reader is to know, ‘That
a few days before the great Captain came
to Yagueen, the Linguift brought me two

Female



1
g3

~ “ fired, I would buy them, and pro

from the inland Country,  which indeed

) ( |
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Female Negroes, faying, * The King

‘I would not let them be redeemed
“ any one that fhould offer to do i
After I had viewed thefe Women, one of!
which was turned of fifty, and the othe
about twenty Years old, I told the Lin=:
guift, « The firft was paft her Laboury
" and not for my purpofe; but I would!
“ buy the other.” He replied, * He¥
“ could not part them; adding, It would
< highly oblige the King if T took them¥
« both:” But fufpecting he made ufe of
the King’s Name, to get rid of an ol
Woman, Irefufed it, and he carried ther
away.. Ilittle fufpected then what woul
happen to this poor Creature, whlch I
fhall prefently relate. ' ihod
The great Caprain, as he had told
went the nextday to the Sea fide, accom-
panied by abundance of People who cam c

they daily did in great. Numbers; to fee
fo rare a fight, now the ways were ope
to them.  There lay then at Anchor, i
the Road of faqueen; the Katherine C
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ley which I commanded, being a fine
Ship of near three hundred Tuns bur-
then ; and two Portuguefe Veflels.  This
fight exceedingly furprized him, as
well as did the Sea, which came rol-
ling and roaring with its Bi}-lbws on the
Shore ; fo that he ftood for fome time
fixed as if he had been a Statue, tll he
heard the Guns fired from the Kazherine,
wherewith 1 had ordered him to be fa-
luted, on a fignal made from our Tent.
Being by the Noife of the Guns roufed
out of his Aftonithment, my Ofhicer then
invited him to go to the Tent to dinner,
which he readily accepted. Whilft he
was at dinner, he could not fic ftill three
minutes together, his  Curiofity ftill
prompting him to go and look on the Sea
and Ships.

As the Water near the Shore is very
thallow, our Boats cannot approach nearer
than within two Cables length, fo that
we are obliged to make ufe of Cannoes, *
which draw much léefs Water than our
Boats; to land our Goods: And alfo the
frefh Water for the Ship’s ufe, is rafted
' H 2 in
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‘great Man was fo pleafed with the fight,

A new Account of Guinea,
in Cafks by Ropes from the Boats. T\h@g

that he went too near the Sea to fee it; in
which inftant a Wave coming with great
force, reached him fo, that with the fur-
prize he fell on his back; by whxc!f !
Accident fome fale Water got into his
Stomach.  His Servants feeing him'fall,
immediately run to his Affiftance ; -and
taking him up, 'carried him to our Tent; |
where he drank halfa pint of Brandy, to
qualify the falt Water he had {wallowed
down. Tho’ he had met with this mifs
chance, he ftay’d at the Tent till the
Evening, and then left the place with'
reluctance, to come to Townj fo much’
delighted was he with this fight. It was
about nine a clock at night when he re-"
turned o Fagueen, being utherd in with
the hideous noife of their mufical Inftru-
ments,. and the Acclamations of the
People.

Soon after, one of his principal Servams,

together with the Linguift, came to me,
faying, “ The Great Man had fent them

“ roreturn me thanks for the kind Enter=
“ tainment
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tainment he had received at my Tent;
that he defigned to fet out next day
for the King’s Camp, and fhould be
¢ glad to fee me before he went.”

The Servant being gone, the Linguift
told me in private, ¢ That the oldeft
« Woman whom I had refufed to buy,
¢ had that day been facrificed to the Sea,
¢« by order of the great Caprain. For
“ fhe had highly offended the King,
¢«.and as I would not take her, his Ma-
¢ jefty had ordered her to be deftroyed
¢ chis way, in the room of another Vi&tim
¢ that was defigned for the fame Purpofe.”
I afked him, What Crimes the had com-
mitted ? He replied haftily, <« Did Ithink
“ he knew the King's Secrets? adding,
< She had lived a long time in the Couxt
¢« with good Repute till now.” 1 then
wifb’d in my mind I had bought her;
but only faid to the Linguift, « I won-
¢ dered he thould have a hand in fuch

>
£
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« Cruelty, having been bred up amongft

« white People To which he an(wera
ed, ¢ Great Mens Commands were not
« to be difputed, efpecially there being

3 S o
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¢ that durft go off in a Cannoe with her.”
Whereupon he told 'me the fdllowin'-

“ was put mto ‘the Cannge, and carned: :
“ off about*half a Mile from the
¢ Shore: And then he ordered the Row-
“ ers to throw her over board; which =
¢« they had no fooner done, but he faw
¢ fome Sharks (voracxous Fithes vcry-
“ common in thofe Seas) tear her to pie-
“ ces'in an inftant” On hearing this.
Account 1 pitied the Fate of this poor.
. Creature, for I intirely credited the Story,
“* knowing full well the Barbarity of thofe
People. But the next day I was greacdly
furprized, with a Letter from my chief
Mate, informing me, that the Woman
was on board our Ship: Which happened
in this manner. It feems, neither my |
People at the Tent, nor thofe in our
Boats, which lay at the Moorings near the
Shore, knew any thmg of the rcal occa-
fion of the Cannoe’s going off. ‘For the
Woman was put very privately into the |
Cannoe,
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Cannoe. They only thought the Linguift
was gone, with a defign to fee fome of
the Ships. When .he' came on fhore
again,one of our Boats went juft then from
the Moorings, in order to go on board our
Ship. Being got about half way, the
Officer in the Boat fpied fomething floac-
ing on the Sea, which at his coming
nearer, he perceived to be a human Bedy
lying on its back; and now and then
{purting Water out at the Mouth. This
fhowing it was ftill living, he ordered it
to be taken into ‘the Boat, being bound
in the {fame manner as the Linguift had
told me. Immediately they untied this
poor Woman, chafed her Limbs, and
rolled her Body about, whereupon fhe
difchargeda good quantity of falt Water out
of her Mouth. Then they carried her on
board the Ship, not knowing in the feaft
the occafion of her being in the Sea, and
extremely wondering fhe had efcaped the
Sharks, who are ufually {o voracious, that
when a dead Perfon is thrown overboard,
or a living one falls into the Sea by Acci-
dent, they are in an inftant torn to pieces

e . by

IO
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by thofe voracious Animals. ~ So that this.
poor Creature {feemed to have a miracu-
lous Efcape; and the knowledge of thg
greedinefs of thefe Sharks, I fuppofe, in~
duced the Linguift to tell me, that he ©
aGually faw her torn to pieces; verily |
believing it would fo happen, which his:
Fears would not let him ftay to fee, on |
account of the great {well the Billows of *
the Sea had at that time. :
Upon my receiving the sbovementi-
oned account from the Mate, tho’ pleas'd
with the fafety of the poor Woman, yet
it filled me with Apprehenfions, if the
King of Dabome fhould come to know
it: For he might pretend, his Fetiche, or *
God, being difappointed of this Sacri-
fice by us, would revenge it on me, or
at leaft oblige me to make up the Affair
with large Prefents.  So having confider-
ed of the matter, I writ to the chief Mate,
to charge our People to keep the thing
fecret; it being of the urmoft Confe~ i
quence to us all to do it: Which they
accordingly did: Some time after, going
on board the Ship, I examined this Wo-
6 man
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man by the Linguift, but {he would never
confefs the reafon of the King’s difplea-

10§

fure againft her; alledging fhe knew not -

that fhe had in any refpeét offended him.
However, I found by the Linguift, that
he fufpected, it was on account of her
affifting fome of the King’s Women in
their Amours.

This Woman being a fenfible Perfon,
did us good fervice in the Voyage. For
fhe was known to feveral of the Negroes
on board, and by her ralking to and ad-
vifing them, made them eafy in their
Minds ; She obferved to them, amongft
other things, “ That as we had fhown
« fuch Kindnefs to her, firft in faving her
Life, and fince in taking care of her,
who might be reckoned an ufelefs Per-
fon to us, on account of her Age; fo
they had all the reafon in the World
to believe we were much better people
than their own Countrymen ; and that
the ftrange Stories they had been for-
merly told of white People, muft be
falfe.” The female Negroes, who ufed
always to be the moft troublefome to us,

€c

<

€

-
-
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on account of the noife and clamour they
~ made, wer€ kept in fuch Order and
corum by this Woman, that I had never
the like in any Voyage before: And when
I came to Antegoa, Charles Dunbar Efq_;
Surveyor General of Barbadoes, and the
Leeward Iflends, on my Recommenda-
tion, bought her, and I was not a little
pleafed fhe had got fo generous and good *
a Mafter. 1
But 1o return again to the great Cap-
tain: When he was ready to depart from
Faqueen, all the Europeans in the Place &
waited on him to the fide of the River,
that runs on the back part of the Town. 4
Upon taking leave I told him, “ I wanted
« but eighty Negroes to compleat my Car- -
¢« go,” and he promifed he would ac-
quaint the King with it; and I might
be fure his Majefty would fend them down
to me forthwith. However, thisdid not
happen according to my Expeétation ; for
I underftood afterwards the King had no
/Slaves by him for fale, tho’ he had great
numbers of captive Negroes, which tilled

his Grounds, and did other Work. For,
it 1
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it feems, after they are once inrolled for )
that Service, his Majefty never fells ther, |/
unlefs they are guilty of very greatf'

Crimes, ‘ \

After the great Caprtain’s departure, I
was obliged to wait a long while for a dif-
patch ; atlaft the defired Time came, and
the King’s Factors that brought the Ne-
groes behaved themfelves {o well towards
me, that I had no reafon to complain of
them. The principal amongft them told
me, “ The King was much furprized,
¢« that I had not been difpatch’d before;
¢ and that his Majefty had punifhed thofe
feverely, who had been the occafion
“ of my long ftay at Fagueen: That if
my Affairs would admit of my going
¢« to the Camp, the King was defirous
“ to {ee me again there, to difcourfe, and
¢« f{ettle Matters, for the mutual Intereft
“ of himfelf, and the Eurgpeans trading
« to his Country ; for when I was with
¢ him before, the great Hurry of Affairs
<« his Majefty had then on his Hands, did
< pot allow him [ufficient time to talk of
¢ Bufinefs.” 1 defired the Gentleman to

retura
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return the King my due Acknowled:
ments for all his Favours; ¢ and that
¢ fhould have been very glad and rea
“ to have waited again on his Majefty
« the Camp: But the bad ftate of heal
“ I was then in, did not allow it; o
« which himfelf being an Eye-Witnefs
I defired he would be pleafed to in=
form the King of it: Adding, I {hould
¢ not fail, on my arrival into England,

“ to tell my Countrymen who trade w0

4| ¢ this place, how great and generous a
"I ¢ Prince I had been entertained by ; hops
« ing (if God blefs'd me) to return again

“ in a twelvemonth at farthet.” So
having made the Traders fome fmall Pre- &
fents, they took their Leaves, returning
many thanks for what 1 had given them. |

As foon as I bad finithed my Affairs

with thefe People, I waited on the Lord

of ]aguem, and told him, “ That hav .

« ing compleated my Ship’s Cargoe of

<« Negroes, I defign’d to go on board in

« two days time, defiring he would be

« pleafed to pay me the ballance of an

« account that was between us,” T

4

~

3
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he readily promifed, but never performed
it. Moreover, the nextday, having paid
his Brother the reft of the Cuftoms, and my
Servants their Wages, my Store-houfe
was foon after plundered in a violent man-
ner : But, by good fortune, there were in
it, only things of {mall value. 1 com-
plained of this Ufage, but had no Redrefs.
However, 1did not think proper to threa-
ten, as I had formerly done, ¢ That I
« would inform the King of Dahome of
““ it;” but quietly putting up the Affront
I went to the Sea fide the next day, where
T was obliged to lie all night in our Tent,
becaufe the Sea ran high on the Shore;
but the next morning it being calmer, T
got on board to my great SatisfaGtion, hav-
ing, through the goodnefs of Providence,
compleated my Affairs, much beyond my
Expe@ation, confidering I had fo melan=
choly a Profpect, when I firft came to this
Country.

The firft of Fuly 1727, we failed from
the Road of ¥aqueen, having on board
above 600 Negroes. 1had a tedious Paf-
fage to the #efi-Indies of feventeen Weeks,

whiclz
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which obliged us to ftop at:feveral placea
for Water and Provifion. Bur at léngth 1
we arrived at Autegoa, where the Cargo
of Negroes (who had ftood very well)
came to a good Market: And having lain
there for a Cargo'of Sugars, we fallerk -‘
from thence the latter end of Fezbruary} "‘
and got fafe into the River of *Thames}
the 2zth of April 1728, having been fix-
teen Months on this remarkable Voyace:
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SUPPLEMENT,

Containing an Account of what bappened to
the King and People of Whidaw, and
the Dahomes, fince I came away from
thence, to the Time of my return thither
wn-the Month of February 1729-30. All
which 1 was informed of, by fome white
Gentlemen of good Credit, who refided at
Jaqueen all the Time I was abfent.

PON my coming to England,
being in a bad State of Health,

I defired leave of my Owner to
flay at home a Seafon, which he was
pleafed to grant me; and appointed Cap-
win Fobn Dagge to command the Ship I
had been in. He made a fuccefsful Voy-
age, and returned with her in the-Month

‘ 6 of
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~formed there, that the late King of #hi

A neiw Account of Guinea,
of Auguft 1729 : As I was by that tin
very well recovered, my Owner was plea
ed to fend me again to the Coaft of G
nea in the Katkerine Galley. Having
therefore {pent {fome time on the #ind-"
ward and Gold Coaj?, 1 proceeded for -‘r' '
daw. Inmy way to that place I ftop’d at |
Great Popoe, which lies a few Leagues |
to the Windward of #hidéw. Being in-

daw was near that place, with Captat;
Offuee; one of his principal Cabociers of
Lords, on two barren fandy Iflands, wich
many other People, I fent my firft Mate
on Shore with a Prefent to each of them
He returned at night, with fome of the’
King’s People, who brought me a Goat
from him: Saying, “ Their Mafter bes
“ ing in a poor Conditidn, had nothing
“ better tofend me.” And they having:
bought fome few things, I fent them
on Shore again, After they were gone, m)’
Mate gave me the following account,
¢ That the King and Captain Offue,
“ with them many Thoufands of Peo
“ who lived in a miferable manner,
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Iflands they wereon being fo barren; thac ¥

they produced nothing: But by means of
the River which feparated them from the

Continent; they were very well fecured

from the Dahbomes Power; who not un-
derftanding the Management of Cannoes,

could hot invade them. Moreover, they

had planted feveral great Guns, which
fecured the Paffes, {o that they were in
no fear of the Enemies. Bur then, on
the other hand, they could not fow Corn,
or other Pulfe in that barren place, but
were fupplied with what they wanted by
their Neighbours of Great and Little Po-
poe. However, this conftantly decreafed
their Numbers, they being obliged to fell
their Wives, Children, and Servants for
Provifions and other neceflaries, becaufe
they had no Money left.

From Great Popoe 1 went to the Road
of Whidaw, where being informed there
was litle Trade, I proceeded for Faqueen,
which is feven Leagues to the Eaftward
of it; and anchoredin that road the 20th
of February 1729-30: At my going on
Shore there, the King of Dabome’s Agent

1 came
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came to fee me; and upon my en-
~ quiring  after - his Mafter’s welfare, he
told me, “ He would fend a Meflenger
“ to inform his Majefty of my Arrivalz
/% But as the King was then in his own
“ Country, far inland, it would be at®
¢ leaft twenty days before he could have ™
“ an Anfwer.” At his raking leave, he
promifed to let me know his Mafter’s
Pleafure on the return of the Meflenger.
Accordingly he came to fee me again,
about three weeks after his former vific,
and told me, “ The King was very glad
¢ to hear of my being once more arrived
‘< at Faqueen; but as he was then far
« within Land, tho’ he was defirous of
« feeing me again, yet he could not in
¢ reafon require it: His Mafter being
¢ fenfible, fucha long Journey would be
« peither fafe for my Health; nor fuit-
« able to my Bufinefs; but in cafe thi
« Kingcame to Ardre,whilft I was at -
« gueen, which is but two days journey
<« .off, and where I had formerly been
« with his Majefty, he fhould be very
¢ glad to fee me there once mére,” How-
§ L ever,

-

-
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ever, this not happening, I had not the

Fortune to fee the King a fecond time.

I now come to relate what I heard from
feveral white Gentlemen refiding at Fa-
queen, ever fince my former Voyage, con-
cerning the Whidaws and the Dabomes.
‘The King of Whidaw, with abundance
of his People, having fled to the Iflands
formerly mentioned, the King of Dabome
was difappointed in his defign of deftroy-
ing him, as he had always intended. So
that he contented himfelf with keeping
Pofleffion of the Country of Whidaw, by
an Army encamp’d at Sabee, which had
been the principal place of the Kingdom,
till deftroyed by him. But in time this
Army being much diminithed, it incou-
raged Captain Offwe to leave the Iflands,
and fettle himfelf, with many of his Peo-
ple, near the French Fort, which is about
four Miles from Sabee; believing the great
'Guns therein would be a {ufficient Protec-
tion from the Dabomes, in cafethey fhould
‘offer to difturb him. ThisFort had a dry
' Ditch, with mud Walls made of the Earth
 that was dug out of it; and was a fquare

12 place

I185
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~which were mounted feveral Cannons,

o
A new Account of Guinea,
place with Towers at each Corner, on

and their Lodgings, Storehoufes, and even "
their Magazine of Gunpowder, were co-

vered with Rufhes, according to the™

Cuftom of that Country;- which occa="
fioned a terfible Misfortune, as fhall be
immediately related. :
The King of Dakomé being informed
of Captain Offue’s return into his Coun="
try, refolved to fend an Army to drive
him out; which the other having no
tice of, retired with many of his People
into the French Fort: Offue little thinking
at that time, that the Governor was the
oceafion of his Enemies coming in or=
der to betray them. ]
The next day after he and his People
were received into the Fort, the Dahome
Army came down, and being informed
the French had given them Protc&xo
contrary to a fecret Promife their
had received from the Governor, they
affaulted the Fort. Bur having nothi
but fmall Arms to make their Artack,
would have availed lictle, had nor t
~ Thatch
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Thatch of the Houfes within the Fort
taken Fire, This Accident alarmed the
white Men, who knowing there was 2
great quantity of Gunpowder in their
Magazine, and no poffibility of ftoppirg
the Fire, fled to the Englifh Fort, which
was within Mufquet-Shot of their own,
and fo faved themfelves: But the black
People not being {o fenfible of their Dan-
ger, f{uffered very much by the blowing
up of the Magazine, there being above |
one thoufand of them killed, befides many Ak
wounded by this Accident. However,
in the Confufion, and under cover of the
Smoke, Captain Offue, and feveral of his
People, efcaped to the Englifb Fort:
Where Governor Wilfon, who then re-
fided there for the African Company,
generoufly gave them ProteGion; and to
prevent Accidents, ordered immediate]y
all the Houfes in the Fort to be un-
thatch'd, and by firing on the Dabomes
with his Cannon, killed feveral, and kep,t
the reft at a diftance.

The Dabomes having taken the Erench
Fors, fheltered themfelves therein ; and

I3 the
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& they havmg come down out of the

. & Buropeans {etled there, who were

+ A new Account of Guinea,

the next morning fent a principal- Man
amongf(t them to Governor Wilfon, ‘
know the reafon why he had fired on their
Army To which he an{wered, © That

s Country in a hoftile manner, without
« giving him'the leaft notice, and attack-
¢ ed his Neighbours the French, he looked
“ on it as the common Caufe of all the

-~

¢ bound to affift one another.” To this
the Dahomes replied, « That when they
¢« came down, they had no defign to at-"
¢ tack the Frengh Fort, forthe King had'
¢ no quarrel with the white Men: Butthe'
* Governor having taken ‘Captain Offue
« and his People into the French Fort,
¢ contrary tohis Promife, itobliged chem *
¢ toadas they had done: At the fame
t)me they told the Governor to his Face,
. That he had firft fent to their King bz :
“ a-French Surgeon, then refi iding with
*  their Mafter, to perfuade his Majefty o
* fend an Army down, to deftroy Cap-
“ rain O]m and *hls Pcople, Prodmﬁn
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¢ at the fame time he would give them
¢ no Protection. “This the French Gover-
10t denied, but all that were prefent be-
ieved it to betoo true; and by this means
1e lec the Dabomes fee, that white Men
whom they had before a high opinion
5f) could be the bafeft of Villains, when

their Intereft tempted them thereto. For |

it was much fufpcé‘ced,l that the Gover-
nour had contrived the whole Affair, in
ordet to {quecze a large Sum of Money
from Captain Offue to prote&t him, and for
fome other infamous Views. However, he
met afterwards wicth a fuitable Reward,
being killed by the #7hidaws, whom he
had {o much injured.

" As foon as the King of Dabomé was
informed of the taking of the Fremch
Fort, he fent this Meffage to the French
Governor; “ that he had brought this
“ Misfortune on himfelf by his Perfidy,
¢ for he had no quarrel to his Nation;
therefore he would order his Soldiers

~

~

“ greatly damaged by the Powder: Or if
“ he did not defire this, he might depart
: I4 « with
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‘to repair the Fort, which had been *
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¥

< homes then returned to their . own Co

i

Je& to the King of Whidaw, bu: now
der the Dominion of the Dabomes,
not efcape fo well. For not rnQVmg'
foon by two days as they did, the,
came up with him and his Pcople, a
_took abundance of them, withall 4pp
gab sRiches ;and he himfelf was hardly put |
toit to efcape, with a few of his Servants.

~ After this the F-oes marched on in que
of the Dakomes, but finding they were got-
into the thick Woods and Buthes, thé,'-
incamped near them; makmg freque
Affaults, and often taking fome of tfl
Dabomes Prifoners. At laft, they fo di-
ttrefled them, that for want,of other Pro"
vifion, they were obliged to eat many p
theit own Slaves,  Yet the' Dpﬁome: pa-
nently endured thefe Calamxt;es, imows-
ing’ the F-ves would be obhged to'rcute‘
in a lirle time, on account of f the r:im
Seafon’ that was " approaching, and for
want of ‘Forage ‘Accordingly they \a;e]?
obliged to retire foon after ; and the Dape

try, and rebuilt their Towns a
DurmO' thefe- Misfortunes gﬁ%ﬂe

4
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homes, which lafted feveral Months, va-
rious Reports came to Whidaw. Some-
times it was faid, “ That the King of
“ Dalome was killed:” But that was again
contradi@ed: And itwas repoi‘fed, “he had
“ loft fo many of his People, that he never
“ could be againin a Condition to difturb
« his Neighbours;” and this was fo cur-
rently believed that no one doubted of it.
About this time, which was in i
beginning of Fuly 1729, Governor W/i/-
fon departed from #hidaw, in order to
return to England. He lefc in his room

123

one Mr. Iﬁf’fﬁlﬁ” who had refided there

many Years, but was no ways equal to
him in Prudence and Condué, as his un-
happy Fate will afterwards fhow. For
tho” this Perfon had been often at' the
King of Dabome's Camp, where he was
always ufed with great Civility, yet now
believing that King was fo far reduced,

that the People of #hidaw had nothing

more to fear from him; he too hattily
advifed their King, to leave the barren
Hlands wherein he had fled with his Peo-

ple, and come and take again Poffeflion
of his Country, Here-

N
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Hereupon the King of #hidaw refol
to return; and, to provide againft
Lk “worft, he defired his Neighbours of Pg
to lend him fome of their Forces; wh
they readily did. For thefe People, w
alt the Coaff-Negroes, mortally hate the
Dabomes, on account of their Cruelty, and
their Barbarity in eating human Flefh. =
And, befides that the Popres are little '

live in Iﬂands, they now afﬁﬁcd the Whi-
daws out of Pohcy, thinking, if thc!:m.
| were reinftated in their Country, Trade
{ }would foon revive, which had been fo

So they fent them fome thoufands of their 1'
People ; and at their Arrival the King of ¥
Whidaw joined them with his Forces.

Tho he was a very fat unwieldy Man,
yet he marched at the head of his Armyg !
which confifted of about fifteen thoufand
Men, including the Pgpoes, and incamped =

the Englifb and French Forts. This th‘
Dabomes knew nothing of’; for they had
fo mean an opinion of the Whidaws, tha
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they never thought they would attempt
to fertle again in their own Country :
Neither had they,fince the departure of the
-oes, fentany of their People to the Sea
fide, having been employed in repairing
their Towns, and about other Affairs.
Thefe being near finithed, the King
of Dahome fent fome of his Traders
down with Slaves, to the Eaglifh and
French Forts: But his People were much
furprifed to fee fuch an Army of #'hidaws
incamped near them. So they returned
in great hafte to inform their King, who
upon the receiptof this News, was greatly
embaraffed; for he had loft many of his
beft Soldiers whilft the 7-oes remained in
his Country, and kept him fo long in the
Bufhes. Moreover, his Majefty hadlately
fent ap Army into the inland Country,
10 take Slaves: For as I have formerly |}
obierved, he drives no regular Trade in [Hr'

£/

Slaves, but only fells fuch as he takes in !
his Wars.

Being in this State of Perplexity (when
he had not a fufficient Number of Sol-

diers
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diers to encounter the #hidaws and P
poes togecher, and, on the other han
could not bear to {ee himfelf braved b
fuch a cowardly Race as the Whidaws
his Policy extricated him out of this Dif
ficulty. He ordered a great number ¢

/!l Women to be armed like Soldiers, an
[/ appointed  Officers to each Company
with Colours, Drums and Umbrellas, ag
cording to the Negroe Fathion. The
ordering the Army to march, the Women™
Soldiers were placed in the Rear, to p:
vent Difcovery. When they came in fighi
of the Whidaw Army, the latter wer
much furprized to fee fuch Numbers of
Dabomeé Soldiers, as they fuppofed them
all to be, marching againft them: For
they had much depended on the form
Reports, that they were fo far reduced, as
not to be able (at leaft fo foon) to have
made Head againft them. At this unex:
peed fight the Whidaws were divided
Some wqre for retiring back to the
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Dahomeé. Army marched on boldly, and
Capuain Office, with the Popoe General,
as bravely advanced to meet them; and
attacked their right Wing fo brifkly, that
they drove them for fome time befofe
them. But the /7hidaws who were with
the King, at that inftant cowardly fled ;
tho’his Majefty ufed his utmoft endeavours
and Intreaties to ftop them, and at laft
wounded feveral with his Lance, to
oblige them to fecond Captain Offie’s
People: But all in vain.  This being ob-
ferved by the left Wing of the Dabhomes,
they fell on the Rear of Offue’s Soldiers,
and foon obliged them and the Popoes, to
fly in their wrn; which the King of
Whidaw perceiving, and being fo very
unwieldy and far, he had no other way
to fave his Life, bur to fly into the dry
Ditch of the Englifb Fort; where, by the L'/
help of two of his Sons, his Majefty got
over the Wall, and fo efcaped the fury
of his Enemies : But many of his People
were killed, and others taken.
Mr. Teftefole, the Governor, was at 2
great lofs how to a& on this occafion.
For
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For he forefaw the Dabomes would des
mand the King, and infift on his being
delivered to them, asfoon as they fhould
know he was in the Fort. 'Which if he
refufed to do, he was fenfible, they could
oblige him in time to do it, by ftarving
him. Moreover, he could notbut fuftaina
great lofs by the Interruption of Trade.
So the Governor perfuaded the King to-
leave the Fort that Night, and he hap-
pily efcaped to his barren Iflands again,
However, the King of Dahomeé was after-
wards fully informed of all this, and like-
wife that the Governor had been the prin-
cipal occafion of the #hidaws endeavour:
ing to regain their Country: Which he
highly refented. ‘
The Dabomes, after this, retired from.
about the Forts, and, leaving a fmall Ar-
my at Sabee, returned to their own Coun~
try ; where many Bandicti of other Na-
tions reforting to them, their King, in a
few Months, found his Strength and Power
as much increafed,as when he fled from the
F-oes.  Butthe Countries-being laid wafte
far and near by his former Wars, tho"
x het
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he has large Territories of many hundred
Miles, and as fine a Country under his
Dominion, as any in the Southern Parts
of Africa; yet he is only a great King in
name for want of Subjes, by reafon. of ||

his having deftroyed info cruel a manner''”
the Inhabitants of all the Places he has !

conquered. This has obliged many hun-
dred thoufands to fly from his Arms,
into foreign Countries ; that are by Situa-
tion fecured from his rambling Bands,
either by great Rivers, Mountains or
Lakes.

129
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He has a¢ted fince as impolitick a parc

in another matter.  For he gave his word
to a great number of the former Inhabi-
tants, If they would return again into
their own Country, they fhould quietly
enjoy it, upon paying a certain Tribute,
On this many thoufands returned into the
Kingdom of Ardra, where they buile
Houfes, fowed Corn, and planted Pota-\
toes ; but no fooner were thefe poor Peo-“
ple fettled, than the Dabomes furprized
them, and killed or took captive all thac
could not efcape from them. The King

K having
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having thus broken his promlfe I be-
lieve no others will ever venture to truft
him: And the Country, in all Probability,

- will remain uninhabited, during his Life:
Moreovcr by this means the Tlade at
Whidaw is almof’c tuined; for the far in-

f land " People having now no Markets to

i carty their Slaves to, as formerly, and

| the Dakomes ufing no Trade but that of

' War, few Negroesare now brought dowﬂ

to be fold to the Exropeans. ;

>¢' Whether it was the badnefs of Trade,
occafioned by the Dahbomes aéing in this

| manner, or any thing elfe, that enraged

‘M. Tefefole againft them; he was fo im-

prudent, that on all Opportunities he

ufed their People ill, when' they came to
the Englifh Fort: And at laft whipped
one of their principal Men at the Flag-

Staff; and upon his complaining of this

great Indignity, Teflefole rafhly rephed

He would ﬁme bis King in the fame man-

ner if be awas in bis Power.  "All this be-
ing afterwards reported to his Majetty,
it highly offended him:' And he faid,

-’ Surcly this Man muﬁ be full of Mahcé

: 5 agamﬂ:
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“ againft s, elfe he could never have fo
“ fuddenly forgot our former Kindnefles
“ 1o him.”

The King upon this ordered his People
to watch for an Opportunity to furprize
the Governor, and make him Prifoner ;
and his Imprudence foon made him fall

131

into their Hands in the following man- ;

ner. There was a French Captain who
had a Factory, at fome diftance from the
Engliflh Fort: This Gentleman had been
drinking with the Governor all night, and
when the day came, he perfuaded Mr.
Teflefole to go and drink Coffee with him
at his Factory. The Dakhomes, who were
on the Watch, feeing him go to the
Frenchmar's Houfe, went and {furrounded
it, demanding to have the Governor de-
livered to them. This the Caprain at
firft refufed, but they threatning to burn
his Factory; he told them, He would
forthwith bring him out. So he. went
into the Houfe, and advifed Mr. Teflefole
' to make his Efcape; which he ‘refufing
to do, tlre Captain put him by force into
a large Cheft, and lock’d him in: Then

K 2 he



132

A new Account of Guinea,

he wentout, and told the Dahomes, < He
« could not find the Governor, and that
« he believed he had efcaped.” This fo
enraged them, that they fired a Piftol at
the Captain, which fhot him in the Arm,’
and thereupon broke into his Houfe,
where they 4t laft found the unfortunate &
Man in the Cheft; whom they took out,
tied his Hands and Legs, and putting him
into a Hammock, fent him away to their
King, who wasat that time encamp’d up
into the Couixry, four days journey off. =8

This unhappy Gentleman flattered
himfelf, that the former Kindnefs the
King had fhown for him, would now
fave him; but his Majelty was fo highly
offended, that he would not vouchfafe to
fee him; fo that he gave himfelf up for
loft. However, a few days after this he
was fent down to Sabee, about four Miles
from the Fort, where he was given to un.
derftand, ¢ If he would write to the P‘
“ fon thet commanded in his Abfence,
“ for feveral things, which they named,
“ for his Ranfom, that on their being
“ fent he fhould havehis Liberty. &
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This he readily complied with, and
they inftantly allowed him more Free-
dom, permitting two of his own Negroe
Servants to wait on him ; - fo thathe began
to be eafy in his Mind: But the Scene foon
changed ; for on their receiving the Things
he had writ for, and which were of a con-
fiderable Value, thefe cruel bafe Villains
feized his Perfon, and made his Body faft
to Stakes drove in the Ground: Where,
{preading him on his Belly, they with
fharp Knives cut open his Arms, Back,
Thighs and Legs in feveral places, and
filled the Wounds with a mixture of
Limejuice, Salt and Pepper mixed toge-
ther; which put him to inexpreflible
Torment. However, they foon after put
him out of his pain, by cutting off his
Head. Then they cut his Body in pie-
ces, broiled them on the Coals, and eat
them.

Thus this poor Genteman loft his
Life in a terrible manner. And tho’ the
King of Dakomé has fince denied to fome

white People, « That he gave Orders 1o

“ have him put to death;” His Majefty
Kig faying,

' %
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faying, by way of Excufe, « He only tol i
“ fome of his principal People to carry hi
“ to Sabee, and there do with him what
« they thought fir, not fofpeting the)
« would have ufeda white Gentleman ir
« fucha manner;” Yetit is not to be doubt:
ed but they knew their Mafter’s Mind too
well in this Affair. For his Majefty pui
nifhed none of thofe that were A&ers in

this cruel Tragedy; tho’ it was earneftly
infifted on. Nay fome of them that eat
part of his Flefh, have been fince fo au=
dacious, as to tell feveral Portugucfe Gen-
tlemen, that talked with them about it
« That Engli/b Beef was very good.”
After Mr. Teftefole’s unhappy Fate; two
white Men running away from the Eng-
lifh Fort, one of them went to the ;.f
of Dakome, and informed him, “ There
« were but four white People left in ¢l »:
« place, fo that he might eafily take
The King replied, « He had no quam*e
« with the Englifb Nation ; for what had
« been done to the late Governor, hé-b}'
< his Imprudence had brought on himfel
“ And he hoped, the African Compn'n;»

<«



L gf%d the Slave Trade.

“ would fend a fitcer Perfon to command
¢ the Fort for the future.”

Sometime after this the King of Da-
bomé confidering he fhould certainly be
invaded again by the ¥-ces, as foon as the
Seafon permitted them to march, and
dreading very much their pdwer, he fenn
Embafladors with large Prefents to their }\
King, tegether with one of his handfomeft'
Daughters. Thefe were civilly received, | s
and had the good fortune to fucceed in their
Negotiations. For they fo gained fome
great Men about the King, by prefenting

|
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them with large pieces of Coral (which =

the 7-ces efteem above all things) that
by their means an advantagious Peace
was obtained for their Mafter, and they
were civilly difmifled with handfome

Rewards. For a Confirmation. of the -

Peace, the King of F-ce fent, 'a little

while after, one of his Daughters to the -

King of Dahome for a Wife; and fhe was
received with great Joy by the King and

_his People.
At my going on Shore at Fagueen, the
latter end of February 1729-30: 1 was
K 4 informed

A
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informed of all that I have b‘erc\relatcd
and tho’ I found Trade very Hull, yet all
the white Gentlemen refiding at that
place, were full of Expe€tations, That,
now a Peace was concluded besween the
-oes and the Dabomes, we fhould foon
have a great*many Negroes brought down
for Sale. But tho' I was there above two
Months, Trade did not mend in the leaft:

And I am 2fraid it will not for many

1 Years, becaufe of the great Deftruction

,[-"of the Inhabitants of the neighbouring
// Countries, who ufed to carry on a regular
¢ Trade with the far inland People: Nei-

'~ ther will thofe that had the good fortune

| to efcape the Dabomes Cruelty, dareto
. return during the Life of the prefent Con- :
#.( queror, whofe Perfidioufnefs and Trea-

chery they have often experienced. L_

I fhall conclude this firft Book with an |
account .of a Misfortune that befel me by )l
Fire, whilt I was at Fagueen. The re- |
lation, if 1 miftake not, may be acccpxable
to the Reader, and give him a true no-
tion of the Buildings, and fome. other ,
Matters amongft the Negrae:.

The 4‘




