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TOT H E 

MERCHAN'TS 
OF 

LON DON, ," 
Trading to the Coafl: of Guitzea. 

GENTLE MEN, 

SOME of you having 
", been pleafed to perufe 
the following Sheets in Ma­
nufcript, and been fo kind, 
as to exprefs your Approba­
tion of theIn, it hath incou­
raged me to make them pub­
lick; and I take the Liberty 
to addrefs them to the Mer ... 
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DED/CAT. ION. 
chants trading" to the Coafl: 
of Guinea, as being the beft 
Judges of the Truth of what 
is here related. 

As it has been ' my good 
Fortune to he known for 
many Years to moil: of you, 
and to have received Fa­
vours from feveral amongft 
,You, fo I beg leave to fub­
fcribe my felf, with the 
greatefl: RefpeCl: and E­
{teem, Gentlemen, -

Tour mofi obliged 

humble Servant, 

... '" .,,:.\ 

w. SNELGRAVE. 
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PRE FAC'E. 

T HE he.fl pan of the follow­
, Jng Sheets were writ feve­

. ral Years b:go, "J0re parti­
'cularly the Account of my being 
taken by Pirates; in the r ear 1719'­
And being now induced to publijh 
the Hiflory of the Conque.fl of the 
Kingdom ofDahome, I have added 
the other, which is as remarkable 
in its kind. 

, -Tam fenjible that ObjeEfions may 
be. m'ade to the Account I hdve given 
of the Dahomes, by f uch of my Rea'" 
ders as are not acquainted, either by 
Travelling or Reading, with the 
Manners and Cufloms' of feveral 
barbarous brutijh Nations, . that 
have been and are flill on the Globe. 

A 3 As 
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PRE F\A. C E. 

As to human Sacrifices, they are 
no' new: thing in ''the Wodd; fo~ it 
is ',-ecoMed oj-the Mexicans in pa'l'­
ticular, that they annually facri-
ficed?o their Gods, a great num­
ber if their Enemies taken in War. 

Men.s eating if their own Species, 
Jecms to ~e the moft incredible and 
/hocking; but this is praBifed by 
others at prefent (bejides the Da­
h6I1les}o?~ the Coali of Guinea; 
efpecially by a People called Acquas, 
on the River oj old Callabar, and 
amongJl the Camarones adjoin~ 
iJlg., where I have formerly been, 
pnd of which there are Jome Wit-
22eJfeS 1ZOW in London: Captain 
Arthur Lone a?zd others, havingfeen 
theJa17J~ as well as my /elf. 
. ,Ai to' the Story in general oj the 
Xing OJ Pahome) there are Jomg 
G~?ZtleZlJ~n 1ZO_W in Town, that Imow 
a great part of it; namefy, Jere-

miah 

\ 



miah Tinker EJq; Governor Wil­
fan, and others, who have formerly · 
rejided at Whidaw, for the Royal 
African Company: BeJides feveral 
that have been there in the Service 
of private Merchants: As a!fo 
Charles Dunbar Ejq; of Antegoa, 
who bought the Negroe-Woman of 
me there, whofe Story is fo remarp.­
able, on account of her being thrown· 
as a Sacrifice into the Sea, and her 
wonderful Prefervation afterwards, 
the Truth of which jhe has often 
confirmed. 

As to the. Relation of my being . 
taken by Pirates, there are Jeveral 
in and about Town, that fuffered 
by them, at the fame time and place) 
with myfelf. And Mr. James Bleau, 
'Zvhowas then my Surgeon, livesnow 
at Woodford, in good Repute and 
Ejleem with the Gentlemen of that 
Viilage and Neighbourhood. 

A 4 I jh~ll 
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PRE'F ACE. 

T.jhalljay nothing with relatio 
to the jhort Account I have given 0 

the manner how the Negroes become? 
'Slaves, and of the Management 0 

them when on Shipboard, it being' 
dejigned at JirJl only for a Friend's' 
SatisfaBion, 'who had objeBed a- " 
gair.ft the lawfulnefs of that Trade. 

As I love Freedom my /elf, fo I " 
readily leave the Reader to judge 
and believe as he pleaJes, concerning 
what is here related: .Jv.fy principal 
motive for publijhing theJe Sheets, 
6eing the P erfuajion of /ome Friends, 

,{ who had perufed them in Manu-
Jeript, and thought they might prove. 
acceptable to the PubljcR. 

INTRO-

{ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

T HAT Part of Africa commonly 
called Guineot is of a large Ex­
tenr, beginning at Cape Verd, in 

14. Degrees 30 Minutes North Latitude, 
and extending to the South and Eafi, as far 
as the Coaft of Angola; the River Congo, in 
6 Degrees South Latitude, being the far-­
theft place where the Englijh carryon 
their Trade. 

In this Country of Guinea, the EngliJh 
have trafficked a great many Years: But 
efpecially, finee the Conclullon of the lafi 
French War, it has been fo improved, that 
whereas in the Year 17 I 2, there went 
only 33 Ships from England to that Coafi, 
in 1726, it was proved before the Com­
milJioners if Trade, that there had been 
there the Year before above 200 Sail, to 

the great increafe of Navigation, and the 
ad-



INrROD'UGTION. 
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advantage of our Plantations in Ame-
rica. 

Such as are unacquainted with this 
Co.untry, may reafonably fuppofe we 
£bould have gained by this time a perfect 
account of the Inland-Parts; yet perhaps 
we know the leal! of it of any Country 
the EngliJh have fo long traded ra, for 
reafons I {hall give hereafter. But as I 
defign only to inform the Reader, (for his 
better undedl:anding the following Sheets) 
in a cur{ory manner, of thofe parts of the 
Coafi of Guinea, that I have been per[o­
n.tlly acquainted with: So, as I go along, 
I iha11 intermix my Reafons with ~heAc ... 
count. 

I have traded along this Coafi for near 
700 Leagues, from a River called Sher­
berow, in the Latitude of 7 Degrees 30 
Minutes North, to Cape Lopn: Gonfldvez, 
in I Degree South, near the Coaft of An­
gola: Now in fo large an Extent, we meet 
with very different People and Trade. 

The 



1 N7R O.D UG1'ION. 

The firO: part I (hall mention, is about 
250 Leagues in length, from the above­
mentioned River of Sherber<JW, round Cape 
Pa/mas, to the River Ancober near Axim. 
This is commonly called the Windward 
eoa), on which there is no Settlement 
or Fattory of any European Nation ; 
but the Trade is carried on in this man­
ner. 

As foon ' as 't'e Natives perceive a Ship 
on their Coaft, they make a fmoke on 
the Sea-Shore,. as a Signal for the Ship 
to come ~o an Al'lchor, that they may 
come and trade with the People on board. 
As foon ' as we are at an Anchor, they 
come to us in fmall Boats, called Cannoes, 
being made of a lingle Tree, and bring 
their Commodities with them. 

Along the greateft part of this Coaft, the 
Europeans have been cautious of ventur­
ing on Shore amongft the Natives, they 
being very barbarous and uncivilized, as 
feveral have ' experienced to their co it . 

.Ill 
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In thofe few places where! have been on 
Shore my felf, I could never obtain a fatif­
factory account from the Natives of the 
Inland Parts. Nor did I ever meet with 
a white Man that had been, or durfi ven­
ture himfelf, up in the Country; and be· 
lieve, if any had attempted it, the Na­
tives would have tleftroyed them, out of 
a Jealoufy that they defigned to make 
difcoveries to their prejudice. 

• • However, the Trade on this part of 
the Coafi, has been exceedingly improved 
within there 20 years paft.. It confifts in 
Negroes, Elephants Teeth, and other Com­
modities; which the Natives freely bring 
on board our Ships, except when any M­
front has been offered them; which, to 
the great Scandal both of Englijh and 
French, has too often been done, namely 
by their forcibly carrying away the Trad­
ers, under fome flight pretence of having 
received an Injury from them. And this 
has put a fiop to the Trade of the parti­
cular place where it has happened for a 
long time; and innocent People, who 

• have 
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INT'RO.DUCrION. 
have come there to trade in fmall Veifels, 
have fuffered fo r their Countrymens Vil­
lany: Several in my time having been 
~urprized by the Natives, and the People 
defrroyed out of revenge. 

From the aforementioned River of 
Ancober to Acra, is about 50 Leagues. 
This part is commonly called the Gold­
Coa), and thereon are many Englijh and 
Dutch Factories, under each of which is 
a Negroe crown, protected by them. The 

Reader may reafonably fuppofe, that here 

we might have a perfeCt account of the 
Inland parts; but we can have no fuch 

thing. For the Policy of the Natives does 
not [uffer white Men to go up any great 
way into the Country. Moreover, the 
Inland People are very jealous of thofe 
Negroes, who are under the Protection of 

the Factories; fo that the account I have 
received from both when at peace (which 
has brought forne of the former to the 

Sea fide) has feemed fo fabulous and con­
tradictory, that it could not be depended 

~ ' UpOD; 
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upon; for the Negroes are very apt t 

impofe on us. However, in rhis part cal­
led rhe Gold Cotifl, the Natives near th 
Sea fide are much civilized, by · their 
converfing with the Europeans, at their 
Sertlements; and by going on board fo 
many Ships to trade, as frequent this part 
of the eoaft. Here we can venture on 
Shore amongft the Natives, without any 
hazard; for 'tis to be noted, a large part 
of the Gold Coafr is noc in Subjection to 
them. 

From AC1'a (where frands the laft of 
the European Settlements, on this part of 
the Coaft,) to Jaqueen, is about 60 Leagues. 
In this Tract there are no Factories but at 
tWO places, namely at lPhidaw, and Ja­
quem. And tho' they have been [0 long 
fettled by the Europeans, yet till rhe late 
Conqueft of them by the King of Dahom~, 
we could learn but little of the Inland 
parts; no white Men having been per­
mitted to go beyond the Kingdom of Ar­
dra, which is about So Miles from the 
Sea fide. But, as I have related in the 

2 follow-
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following Sheets what I faw and heard 
when I was there; fo I omit farther men­
tion of it 'nere. 

From Jaqueen to the Ba.y of Ben12in, 
and fo round to the Callabars, Camerones. 

I and Cape Lopez, is above goo Leagues. 
r in which long Tract there is no Settle­

ment of any European Nation; fo of 
I courfe the Natives are for the moil: part 

barbarous and uncivilized. I have, in my 
I younger years, traded to many places in 

this Tract, efpecially at Old Callabar~ 

where, in the year l704, I faw a fad In. 
fiance ef Barbarity. The King of the 
place, called Jabrue, being fallen fick, he 
caufed, by the advice of his Prieil:s, a 
young Child about ten Months old, to 
be facrificed to his God~ for his recovery. 
I fa w the Child after it was killed, hung 
up on the Bough of a Tree, wi th a live 
Cock tied near ie, as an addi tion to the 
Ceremony. 

The laft Voyage I went to this place, 
was in the year 17 I 3, when I commanded 

the 
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the Ship Anne, belonging to Meilleurs 
Bradley, Virginia Merchants; where I had 
the good forrune (0 fave a Child from 
being Sacrificed, as the other poor Infant 
had been. And tho' 'tis a long frory, and 
therefore may not (0 well fuit an Intra. 
duCl:ion, yet on account of the fingular 
Circumfiances vt herewith it was attend­
ea, I believe the Reader may be plea fed 
with it. 

The chief King, or Lord of the Coun· 
try (for there are feveral petty Princes on 
that River) called Acqua, came on board, 
fame time after my arrival, to fee the Ship, 
and hear our Mufick. Being highly 
pleafed with his Entertainment, he kindly 
invited me on Shore; fa I promJfed to 
wait on him in a few days. Accordingly 
I went; but as I knew his People to be 
fierce brutilh Cannibals, I (Ook, by way 
of precaution, ren of my Sailors as a 
Guard, with my Gunner to command 
them. Th~y were all well armed with 
Murquets and Pifiols, which thofe fa­
vage People I knew were much afraid of. 

Upon 

I 
I 
( 
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• 
. ~ Upon my landing at the Water fide, 1 
was received by fome perfons, whom (he 
King had appointed to conduCt me about 
a quarter of a mile up, where I found 
him fining on a Stool, under fome :£hady 
Trees; another being placed by his fide, 
which I was defired to' fit on. The King 
did not fpeak one word, or moved in the 
leaft, (ill I was fat down; but ,then he 
bid me welcome, enquiring afcer my 
health; as I did after his, having firfl: 
paid my refpeCts to him, by bowing and 
taking off my Hat. There were many of 
his Courtiers prefent, and I obferved above 
50 of his Guard, ftood at a little diftance. 
They were armed with Bows and Ar­
rows, a Sword by their fide, and a bar­
bed Lance in their Hands. My people 
ranged themfelves oppofite to them, at 
the diftance of about twenty paces. 

After having prefented the King wieh 
fome things, which, tho' trifling to us, he 
feemed highly delighted with; acciden­
tally turning my Head about, I faw a little 

a NegrocQ · 
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the Trader, are generally very ready, on 
any extraordinary occafion, to make their 
Advantage of us. 

AfEer this was over, I ftaid about an 
hour with the King; treating him with 
Eu,:opean Liquors and Vid:uals, which I 
had carried on Skore for that purpofe; 
bue I took care not to drink any of his 
Palm Wine, (which is a Liquor drawn 
trom a Tree, and which they can artfully 
poifon) under pretence, it did not agree 
with me. But my People did not {pare 
it, thinking plentifully of it with his 
Guards; and eating likewife heartily of 
their ViCtuals. 

After this I took my leave, and the 
King exprdled himfelf well pleafed with 
my Vific j promifing to come on board' 
again, before I went oue of the River. 

As we were returning in our Boat, I 
told the Gunner, " That when we came 
" on bOlrd, he ihould pitch on fome mo­
(, therly Woman; to tal,e care of this poor 

2 " Child:: 
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CC Child," T(jwhich he anfwered, (c He 
" had already one in his Eye." 

It happeIled, the day before I went on 
Shore to fee the King, I had purchafed the 
Mother of the Child (t11o' I knew it not 
then) from one of his PeopLe; 'and at that 
time my Surgeon obferving to me, {he 

had much Milk in her Breafts,. I eQquired ' 
of the Perfoa that brought hell OR board, 
whether the had a Child when he bOlJght 
her from the Inland Trader? To which 
he anfwered i,R the negative. 

But now on my comiQg on board, no 
fooner was the Child handed into the Ship, 
but this poor Woman efpyi.ng it, run 
with great eagernefs, and fuatched him 
out of the white Man's Arms that held 
him. I think there never was a. more mov. 
ing fight than on this occanon, between' 
the Mother and her little Son, (who was 
a fine Boy about 18 Months old; for 'tis 
to be noted, the Negroe-Women generally 
fuckle their Chi>ldren till they are above 
two years old) efpecially when the Lin-

guifl: 
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guilt told her; (C I had faved her Child 
" from being facrificed:' Having at that 
time above 300 Negroes on board my 
Ship, no fooner was the Story known 
amongft them, but they expreffed their 
Thankfulnefs to me, by clapping their 
Hands, and finging a Song in my praife. 
This affair proveCi of great fervice to us, 
for it gave them a good Notion of white 
Men; fo that we had no Mutiny in out 
Ship, during the whole Voyage. 

I went from the River of Old Cal/ebar, 
to the Ifland of ~ntegoa, where our Car­
goe was fold; and upon my telling one 
Mr. Studeley this remarkable fiory, he 
bought.the Mother and her Son, and was 
a kind Mafter to them. 

I could give a farcher account of [orne 
more extraordinary things, that have hap­
pened in the many Voyages I have made 
to this Coaft; but am afraid of being te-

. dious to the Reader: So I {hall conclude 
with obferving, that Mynheer Eo/man's 

Account 
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'Account of the Goa) of Guinea, is the rno£\: 
perfeCt Hiftory we have of that Country; 
and do re~dily confefs, that whatever he 
mentions, as far as my Obfervations have 
reach'd, I have found to be true. To 
this Book therefore I refer the Reader, 
who is curious to know, the Manners., 
Cufloms, Trade, &c. of the Negroes along 
lh~ Sea-Coaft. 
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A NEW 

ACCOUNT 
Of [orne Parts of 

G U I N E A,' 
.And the Slave-Trade. 

~~~1~**~*~~~~~~~~*~~*t*~~*~~* 

BOOK 1. 

Containing an Account of the De'-
.flruElion of the Kingdom ifWhi­
claw, or Ficla; the Author's 
Journey to the King ifDahome's 
Camp; with feveral other re­
markable Particulars. 

FOR the better underftanding of the 
following Relarion, it is neceffary 

. to prefix [orne Account of the 
late State of the Country of Wbidaw,· be-

B fore ' 



2 A new Account oj Guinea, 
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fore the terrible Defiruction and Defola-
j tion thereof; in the Month of March 

1726-7. 
Defcrip­
tion of 
Whida'W. 
Sabu. 

The Reader then is to obferve, That 
the Sea-coaft of this Kingdom lies in 6 
Degrees 40 Minutes North Latimde. Silo 
bee, the chief Town of {he Coumry, is 
fituate about [even Miles from the Sea 
fide. In this Town the King allowed the 
Europeans conveniem Houfes for their Fac-. 
tories; and by him we were protected in 
our Perfons and Goods, and, when our 
Bufinefs was finiili'd, were permitted to 
go away in Safety. The Road where 
Ships anchored, was a free Port for all 
European Nations trading to thofe Parts 
for Negroes. And this Trade was fo very 
confiderable, that it is computed, while 
it was in a fiouriiliing State, {here were 
above twenty thoufand Negroes yearly ex­
ported from thence, and the neighbouring 
Places, by the EngliJh, French, Dutch, and 
Portuguefl. As this was the principal 
Part of ~n the Guinea Coaft for the Slave 
Trade, the frequent Imercourfe that Na.­
tion had for many Years carried on with 

4 the 
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the white People (a) had rendered them to 
Civilized, that it was a Plea[ure to deal 
with them. 

The greateft Inconvenience we were • 
expofed to, was the Thievery of the com': 
mon People; which it was hardly pollible 
to guard intirely againft; [0 bold and 
dextrous were they at it : Tho' if taken ... ( 
in the FaCt, they became our Slaves. 

The Cuftom of the Country allows polyga. 

Polygamy to an exceffive degree; it be- my. 
ing u[ual for a great Man to have [orne 
hundreds of Wives and Concubines, and 
meaner Men in proportion; whereby the 
Land was become [0 ftock'd with People, .. 
that the whole Country appeared full of 
Towns and Villages: And being a very • 
rich Soil, and well cultivated by the In­
habitants, it looked like an intire Garden. 
Trade having likewife flourilhed for a 
long time, had greatly enriched the Peo­
pIe; which, with the Fertili ty of their 
Country, had unhappily made them [0 

proud, effeminate, and luxurious, that 

(a) So they call the Eurbpea1ls. ill Oppofition to the 
Negroes. 

B a . tho' 



+ A new Account if Guinea, 
tho' they could have b~ought at leaft one 
hundred thoufand Men into the Field, yet 
fo gr-eat were their Fears, that they were • 
driven out of their principal City, by two 
bundred of their Enemies; and' at laO: 100: 
their whole Coulmj, to a Nation they for­
merly had contemned. And tho' this mar 
appear to the Ruder very incredible, yet 
it will fufficient1y be iIlufirated by the 
following Account. 

Account ~ The King of Whidaw came to the 
oftheKingCrown when about fourteen Years old (0 
ofWh,- , 
Jaw. that the Government was for many Years 

in the hands of the great Men of the 
Country; who liked it (0 well, that tho' 
be was paft thirty Years of Age when 
this Calamity happened, yet they had to 
this time fought all ways to keep him 
from a Knowledge of governing. This 
fuited indeed with his Temper, for he was 
indolent and lafcivious, having in his 
Court feveral thoufands of Women, by 
whom he was ferved in all capacitiei; 
for no Men-fervants were allowed to be 
there. Being thus (often'd by his Plea. 
fum, he grew intirely negligent of his Af-

fairs, 
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fairs, which at laD: produced fuch a Weak- t 

nefs in the Government, . that it ended in 

/ t/ 

its Ruin. For the great Men played the -
petty Ty}nnts, often falling Out, and pur­
ruing their particular Intere1ts, without 
regarding the Good of their King ,or 
Country. By this m~':1llS the common 
People were divided, and fuch Parties "<. f; 
arofe among them, as, added to their 
Fears, rendered them a Prey to their 
Neighbours.l [0 that tho' they were able 
to have repelled any Force which could 
have been brought againft them by the 
neighbouring Gountries, they rather chafe 
to abandon the Land, than join heartily 
againihhe common Enemy; who brought 
at this time on them fueh a terrible De-
folation by the Sword, Fire and Famine, 
as hardly ever befe! any Country. 

This common Enemy was the King The King 
of Dahome, a far inland Prince, who for 01 Da-
r home's In-
lOme Years paft had rendered himfelfvalion. 
famous, by many ViCtories gained over ,(. 
his Neighbours. He rent an Ambaffador 
to the King ofWhidaw, requefting to have 
an open Traffick to the Sea fide, and of-

B 3 fering 
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6 A mw Account af Guinea, 
fering to pay him his ufual Cuftcms 011 
Negroes exported: which being refufed~ 
he from that time refolved to I refent it:, 
when Opportunity offered. Th~' the King 
of Whidaw was fa far from a pprehend­
ing, that in an Audience I had of him, 
[oon aft~r the A..,mbaffador's Departure, 
he told me; if the King of Dahome 
!bould offer to invade him, he would not 
ure him when taken according to their 
Cufiom, that is, cm off his Head, but 
wo~ld keep him for a Slave to do the vileft 
Offices. . 

His Con- And here 'tis neceiTary to make a iliort 
quefts . Digreffion concerning the King of Da'­

home's Conquefis. ~eing a politick and 
couragious Prince, 'he had fuch Succefs 
againft his Neighbours, in a few Years, 
that he conquered towards the Sea Coaft, 
as far as the Kingdom of Ardra, which 

" is the next inland Country adjoining to 
Whidaw; and then refolved to remain 
quiet for fome time, in order to fettle his 
Conquefis. But an Accident foon called 
him again to Arrris, for the King of Ar­
dra having much injured his own Brother, 
t· named 
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named Hu.ffar; the latter [ene privately to 
the Ki~g of Dahome, and offered him a 
large Su~ of Money to revenge him for 
the many\Affronts he had receiv'd from 
the King his Brother. This the politick 
Prince foon liften'd to; and the King of 
Ardra having di[covere~ the Matter, fem 
to ·the Whidaws, reprefenting to them, it "" r 
was their common Interefi: to oppo[e this 
Conqueror; but they moft imprudently 
refufed to lend him their Affiftance. So 
being obliged to encounter alone the King 
of Dahome, he met him with all the For-
ces he could raife, which was about fifty 
thoufand Men of his own People, and 
after a three Days Engagement, his Army 
was totally defeated, and himfelf taken 
Prifoner. Soon after which he was be-
headed in the Conqueror's Pre[ence ac-
cording to the barbarous Cuftom of thefe 
black Princes. , 

There was at that time in the Country B1i!lftnch 

of Ardra a white Gentleman, named Lamhi. 

Bulljinch Lambe, who was detained Prifo-
ner by the King on this occafion; Hav-
ing been [em by the Governour of the · 

B 4- African 
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African Company's Settlement at J{lqueen~ 
on fame Bufinefs to the King of .• Ardra, 
this Prince detained him, under )pretence 
the Company owed him for o~ hundred 
Slaves, formerly fem down to their Fac­
tory; and he fent word to the Governour, 
if he did not forthwith pay him this Debt, 
he would make Mr. Lambe a Slave. 
Which the Governour refufing to do, he 
remained a Prifoner about two Years, 
being ufea very 'hardly 'till he was taken 
In this Vlar by the King of Dahome: Be­
ing brought into the King's Prefence 
(who had never before feen a white Man) 
he was treated very kindly by his Majell:y, 
and had, in a iliort time after, a Houiliold 
appointed for ' him with many Servants, 
and the King bellowed on him fome of 
his near Relations for Wives. Having 
remained with this Prince near three Years, 
he was at his own earnell: Defire, dif· 
mifs'd with a noble Prefent of Gold and 
Slaves, in order to go for Europe: And 
his Maielly by a Meff'enger, to the Towns 
and Vinages he paff'ed through, in his way 
fO J aqueen on the Sea fide, ordered t~ 

Inha-
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lnhabita' ts to (hew· him all poilibJe Re­
[pea, al d provide nobly fur his Emer-
tainmenr. , 

After tfr Gentleman's Departure, the ~Vbida",'1 
King of Dahome refol ved to invade the Invaded. 

Caunrry of Whidaw; which, as I have 
been told, Mr. Lambe h,ad diifuaded him 
from; reprefenting the great number of 
the Inhabitants, who were much ufed to ... 
Fire-Arms. Moreover, (hat the white 
People reGdem and trading there, would 
no doubt affift them for their own 10-
tereft: So that there was no probability 
of Succefs. But this politick Prince flnq-
ing by his Spies, how much the great 
Men and People were divided, and that 
the King was only a £';J!p.ber in the Go,,:, 
vernment; he marched againft them. 
The firfi part of the Country he invaded 
was the northernmoft, of which a great 
Lord named Appragah was hereditary Go­
vernour, who forthwith fent to his King 
for Ailiftance: Bur through the Intereil: 
of his Enemies at Court,' who wiilied his 
DeftruCtion; he was r~fufed: So ha ving 
made a linle Refiftance, he fubmitted to 

the 
I 
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the Ki~g of Dahome,_ who received him 
very klOdly. ) . 

The Conquefi of Appragahjgave the 
King an eafy Entrance into t/e Heart of 
the Country; but he was obIlged to halt 
there by a river, which runs about half 
a Mile to the nO,rthwi\rd of the principal 

~ Town of the Whidaws, called Sabee, the 
Refidence of their King. flere the King 
of Dahome encamped for foIlle time, not 
imagining he could have found fo eafy a 
Paffage and Conquefi as he met with 
af(erwarcls. For the Pars of the River 
was of that Nature, it might have been 
defended againfi his whole Army, by five 
hundred refolute Men; bur infiead of 
guarding it, thefe cowardly luxurious Peo­
ple, thinking the fame of their numbers 
(ufficient to deter the Dahomes from at­
tempting it, kept no fet Guard. They 
only went every Morning and Evening to 
the River fide, to make Fetiche as they call 
it, (hat is, to offer Sacrifice to their prin­
~ip~l ~od, which was a particular harm­
Iefs Snake they adored, and prayed [0 on 
this occafion, to keep their Enemies from 
coming over the River. And 
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And, ~ s woribiping a Snake may feem Snak<;s 
r. h . WO~lhlp. 

yeryexm.; agant to mc as areunacqua~n:- ped . . 
~ed with c, e Religion of (he N egroes, l 
{ball infor the Reader of the Reafons 
given for it y the People of Whidaw. 
This fort of Snake is peculiar (0 their 
Country, being of a very .fiogular Make ; 
for they are very big in the middle, round-
~ng on the Back like a Hog, but very fmall 
at the H ead and Tail, which renders their 
Mo tion very flow. Their Colour is yel-
low and white, with brown Streaks; and 
fa harmlefs, that if they are accidentally 
trode on (for it is a capital Crime to do 
it wilfully) and they bite, no bad EffeCt 
en[ues; which is one Reafon they give 
for their wodhipping of them. More-
over, there is a conftam Tradition amongft 
them, that whenever any Calamity threa- V" 

tens their Country, by imploring the 
Snake's Affiftance, they are al ways delive-
red from it. However this fell out for: 
merly, it now frood them in no fread; 
nei1:her were the Snakes therrii~lves [pared 
after the Conqueft. For they being in 
great Numbers, and a kind of domeftick 

Animals, 
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.. He was very [orry for what ha~ hap-
" pen'd, for he had given Orders to hilt II 

" Captains, in cafe t~ey mee with Suc-
H ce[s, to ufe the w~;te Me~ well; but 
« he-hoped they woul] excy,1e what had 
" befallen them, whiciJ *as to be ami-
" buted to the ~ate of War: Confeffing, 
,c he was much furprized when he was 
.. firft informed, fo many white People 
" were made Pri[oners, and [oon after 
cC brought to his Camp. That in the 
" Confufion of Things he had not regard-
.c ed them fo much as he ought; bur for 
" tbe future, they iliould have bettel' 
"Treatment." Which accordingly they 
found; but could never recover any thing 

,/ taken from them, that being put on the 
{core of the Fate of War. However, a 
few Days after, they were fet at Liberty 
wi~hout any Ranfom, and {em down to 
the Englijh and French Forts. The prin­
cipal Gentlemen amongft them were 
pre[ented with Slaves, and his Majefty 
affured them, as [oon as he had fetrled 
his Conqueft, he would make Trade 
flourilh, and have a particular Regard 
to their Interefts. The 
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T11atter en! of March, in the Year 
• .172 6-7, I arrived with the Katharine Gal­

ley in the Road of Whidaw, where I land­
ed, and wene to th

i 
Englijh Fort, which 

is aboue ch\ e ' es from the Sea fide, 
and likewife the French Fore near 
adjoining. The white J?eople thae had 
been taken PriConers, being returned to 

thofe Places but a few Days before, gave 
me a full account of ehe great Cala~ity 
fallen on the Country, about three Weeks 
before my Arrival; which gave me much 
Concern, I having traded there feveral 
Voyages. It was a lamentable Story ro 

I 

h~ar, and a diCmal Sight to fee, the De-
folation of fo fine a Country, lately ex­
ceeding populous, now ddhoyed in [uch 
a manner by Fire and Sword. The Car- X 
nage of the Inhabitants was, above all, a 
mort moving SpeCtacle, the Fields being 
{hewed with their Bones. Moreover the ~ 
Concern for the Interei1: of my Voyage 
affeCted me not a little. But knowing 
ic highly nece{fary to keep up my Spirits 
in fo hoc a Country, I reColved (humbly 
relying on Providence) not [0 be wanting 

Cz 10 
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in my Endeavours, for ~e Inc~relh..I had 
under my Care; and I met with. f~r: ' 
greater Succe[s than 'my way I could 
have rea[onably expeJed, co. nfidering the 
melancholy Pro[peCt ~ hactf"then of Af­
fairs, \vhich fi1all be ril~ hereafter. 

Having fiayc:;d three Days on Shore 
with the E17glijb and Frencb, who, I found, 
were in as great a Doubt as my felf how 
to act in their Affairs; I came to a Re[o­
jUlion to go for the Port or Road of Ja-' 
queen, which lies about {even Leagues to 

tbe Eafiward of Whidaw; and has about 
thirty Miles of Sea-Coa(l. This Place 

i""'has al ways been the Sea Port to the King­
dom of A/dra, and tributary to it; hav­
ing a hereditary Governour, who paid his 
Tribute in Loaves of Salt, there being 
great ~ntities made here. 

As foon as the King of Dahome had 
conquered Ardra, the Lord of this Place 
rent his Submiffion, offering the u[ual 
Tribute he u[ed to pay the conquered 
King; which was readily accepted. This 
{hews the Policy of the King of Dahome; 
for tho' he had made a terrible DefiruCti': 

on 
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on of "'j/Inhabitants of the inbnd COLln­
triesl.h~ad conquered £i'om Time to 

~e; yet he kni his Inrereft wo well, ...., 
to deftroy the PeG Ie of thi~ Country in 
the [arne ~nnerJ for havwg now ob­
tained his ~, in gaining a free Pa[­
[age to the Sea-Side, he judged the J a· 
queens would be very ufeful (Q him, be­
caufe they underfrood Trade, and now " \ 
by their means, he {hould never want 

21 

a fupply of Arms and Gunpowder, to 1; .L 

carryon his deilgned Conquefts. M ore- .,.. >. 

over thefQ: People had ever been Rivals 
to the' Whidaws in Trade~ and had an 
inveterate Hatred againft them, becau[e 
they had drawn almoft the whole trade 
from the 'Jaqueens, to their own Country. 
For, the Pleafantnefs thereof, with the -/ 
good Government in former Times, had 
induced the Europeans to carryon the far 
greater part of the Trade, at their prin-
cipal Town of Sabee. 

It was on the third of April I7z7, we 
anchored in the Road of 'Jaqueen; and 
Coon after I fent on Shore my Surgeon, 
to the Lord of that Place, to fetrle an 

C 3 Agree. 
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Agreement with him, b~fore I. i~~'Xl my 
felf; for I had never been at this-f1~~ 
and had a Hint give me not to ·tr~ft 
him, before all the Pa iculars I demanded 
were agreed to by hi \; fa,. he had for­
merly plaid bafe Tricks ith fome Eu­
ropeans, who had not taken fuch a Pre­
caution. In the Evening my Surgeon fent 
me a Letter, informing me, he had ob­
tained all I defired; For the Performance 
of which the Lord of (he Place had taken 
his Fetiche or Oath, in prefence of a 
French and Dutch Gentleman: On this 
Affurance I landed the neXt Day, and 

r went up to the Town of 'Jaqueen, which 
lies about three Miles from the Sea fide, 
where ~ was received very kindly, the Pro­
mifes and Agreement made with my Sur­
geon being renewed, and a Haufe ap­
poinred me to keep Factory in. 

The next Day a Me1fenger came from 
the King of Dahome, whofe Name wai 

~ l!E.!.0.Ee. He {poke very good Englijh, 
and told me,." His Majefiy having heard 
'c there was an El1glijh Ship arrived in the 
" Road of Whida7.t', he had ordered him 

" to 



7 , 

t: nd the Slave Trade. 
( to j~:r~l1ere atd invite the Captain to 

~ up to his Camp; (which was 

« ~o~,t forty M~es direCtly within the 
« Land in the Cou, try of Ardra) but being 
" told ther~I:::;J gone for Jaqueen, he 
« hadfollow~e to make the King's De­
c< fire known to me: A..1furing me in"'tfis 
" Majefiy's Name, I fhould be 'intirely 
(C fafe in all Refpec:ts, and kindly ufed." 

To this I anfwered, c< I would con­
" fider his Majefiy's kind Invitation, and 
<:( he fhould know my Ref01ution next 
"Day." But perceiving I had fome Dif­
trufi in my Mind, he reprefented to me, 
" That if I did not go, it would highly 
« offend the King; that he feared I 
,c fhould not be permitted to trade, be­
c( fides other bad Confequences might 
« follow." This black Meifenger, as 
mentioned above, [poke very good Eng­
lijh, having learnt it when a Boy in the 
Englifh FaCtory at Whidaw: He belonged 
to Mr. Lambe, and was wi th him at the 
time he was taken Prifoner by the King 
of Ardra. They both fell into the King 
of Da/;ome's Power, as related above, 

C 4 where 
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w here he learnt the C~,lntry t~,':lage; 
and in this refpett I had as cap~$ 
Interpreter as I could d lire. So, upon~n~_ 
fidering the matter, fi ing the Intsrdl: of 
my Voyage depended ,n my going to the 

The Au- Camp to wait on the • ~ I refolved to 
thor's , k' h' h B b .. I Journey to U!\~erta e It, tot e many ar armes 

~
the King had been told his 'People had been guilty of, 
of Da-
"Dille'S gave me fome Concern. However, foon 
\,'amp. after, I had further Encouragement, by 

others offering to accompany me. For 
a Dutch Captain's Curiofity prompted him 
(0 it, whofe Ship had been deftroyed juft 
before by the Portuguefe: Moreover the 
Dutch chief FaCtor propofed to fend one 

( of his Writers with large Prefents to the 
Conqueror i likewife the Lord of Jaquem 
offered to fend his own Brother, to pay 
his Duty, with gr~at Prefents to the 
King; not having done it before. So 
having prepared all Things for our Jour­
ney, which took us up three Days, we 
fet out in the following manner. 

The eighth of April, at nine a Clock 
in the Morning, being accompanied with 
~py aforefaid PerfOl)S, we went [0 the Side 

qf 
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of the Rivef"tha~runs on the Back part of 
~e J:"";n of Jaqueen, having in our Re­

nn One hundre~black Servants. We 
ferried/ over the F,' ver iri Canoes, which 
are a itrt of BoatsI made of large Trees 
hollow~d. 't~ eople of the Town at-

, tended us in great numbers to the w~ ~ 
fide, praying for our fu·ccefs: For they 

2.,9 \. 

were under terrible apprehenfions for our ( 
fafety, amongft fuch barbarous People as 
we were going to: Efpecially they were 
highly concerned for the Duke, their 
Lord's Brother, who was a Perf on en-
dowed wit~ the moil: amiable qualities I 
~ver met with amongil: Perfons of his 
Colour. 

Being landed on the other fide of the Ri­
ver, we;, fe t out on our Journey, the pro­
per fervants of each perron attending in 
their feveral places. I had fix Ham­
mock-men, who relieved one another by 
turns; two at a time being only required 
to carry the Pole which it is faitened to. 

I had likewife a fmall Horfe to ride on 
) 

when I was weary with lying in the 
H~l;Dmock. The other Gentlemen' were 

accom-
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accommodated in the r)be ~ __ . opt 
travelling was at the ,ate of abv"",~ ...... 1IMI' 

miles an hour; for He made ~ ent 
Stops for our Bagga ;.carriers, t~l!re be­
ing no Carts nor goo t ~ or sat j iaquemJ 

. th~ few Horfes that are ere being but 
l'iftle bigger than our Affes. The Coun­
try, as we travelled along, appeared beau­
tiful and pleafant, and the Roads good; 
but defolaced by the War, for we faw the 
remains of abundance of Towns and Vil­
lages, with a great quantity of the late In­
habitants bones lhewed about the Fields. 

Noon time being pall, we dined under 
fome Cocoe-trees, on the cold Provifion 
we carried with us; and in the Evening 
being come to a few forry Hovels, we 
put up there for the night, and lay on the 
ground on mats, (the huts not being big 
enough to hang our hammocks up in) 
and the greatell part of our Attendants 
were obliged to lye in the open Air. 

The next day about (even a clock in 
the morning, we fet out again, and by 
nine came within half a mile of the 
King's Camp. Here we halted, and 

judge 
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j udge ~1e1 k~d thiib tta veIled a bOD t forty 
. il\.~~rfu;>mJaquee~" Soon after a Meffen-
ge:~I\n4 from his . aJ"dtyto complitnent 

'j , 
and w kome us; ;; nd being told it was 
properl a prep~ r felves, we took our 
befl: apparel out of our trunks, and dre[s'd f "t, 
our fel ves under the covetlt of an old wah; 
and foon after we advanced within a little 
way of the Camp, where we were defired 
to wait for a great Man who was to re­
ceive us" The King, it feems, to do us 
the more honour, fent the principal per­
fon of his Cou rt (whom the Negroes di{­
tinguiih'd to us by the Title of the Great 
Captain) to receive us; which he did in 
a very extraordinary manner" For he 
came in the midft of five hundred Sol­
diers, who had Fire-arms, drawn Swords. 
Shields, and Banners in their hands, uf­
ing [0 many odd and ridiculous Cere­
monies, (as they appeared to us) that at 
fidt we could not judge, whether they 
meant us well or ill: For the Great Cap­
tain, with fome of his Officers, ap­
proached us, with their Swords drawn, 
ftourilhing them over our heads, then 

3 pOlDung 
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pointing them to our treans.3~ fkip­
ping and jumping about us) lik~(e.~:' 
monkies) lhowing a~manY tr k and 
poftures, as that ani 1al generalI~ does. 
At laft, aftet fome 'me fpent (? this 
manner, the Great . -fettled' into a 
~ate temper; Then he gave us his hand, 
welcoming us i~ the King's Name, and 
drank to us in Palm Wine, which is a 
Juice drawn from the Palm-tree) which 
is very common in that Country. We 
returned the Compliment, drinking the 
King's health both)n \Vine and Beer we 
had brought with us) which he feemed to 
be well pleafed with...; , and all Ceremonies 
being ended) he de fired us to go with him 
towards the Camp; and accordingly we 
proceeded, the Soldiers guarding us, and 
the mufical Inftruments making a difmal 
noire. 

In about half an hour's time we arrived 
at the Camp, which was near a very great 
ruin'd Town, late the principal place of 
the Kingdom of Ardra. Here the Army 
lay in tems, which, according to the Ne­
groe:Cuftom, were made of fmall Boughs 

of 



r 
---and th.e 1-9lave Trade. 

of Tr.ees, aItd ~~q\~red wit? Thatch, very 
I1l~G~ ...oefembhng ~ Bee-hIves, but each 

big~'P0wgh to h~ ten or twelve Sol­
diers, ~~ho crept in t a hole on one fide, 
and lay~eads and p,' ints together. Upon 
our enrring d-~ amp, we were con­
ducted to fome large Trees, where Cha'irs, 
(taken from the Whidaw;') were brought 
for us to fit on, under the Shade of the 
Trees. Immediately [uch Numbers of 
People flock'd about us, that if the Officers 
had not ordered the Soldiers to keep the 
the Multimde off, we lhould have been 
in danger of being fmothered. For tho' 
there had been fony white men taken at 
Whidaw, who were all brought up pri­
foners to this Camp, and afterwards re­
leafed, as re1ated above, yet thoufands of 
people, who came fince out of the far 
inland Countries, had never feen a 
white man before us. 

Having reited our felves about two 
hours, under the Shade of the T rees, and 
beheld divers F,eats of Activity, perform­
ed by the Soldiers to divert us, we were 
conducted to a thatch'd Houfe, that had 

been 
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been prepared for us; ~Ild~t~o·.we were 

ohliged to froop at our ~ing in at ~~ Doo~, 
yet there was heigh enough it¥'£o 
hang our Hammocks p to fleep in INhich 
was no little Satisfaction to us, .br our 
Bones were hardly re~red) from the 

'former night's Lodging on the Ground. 
After we had ft~wed our Baggage in the 
TeJlt, the gre:\t Man took his leave of us, 
bur left a Guard to prevent any of· the 
People from difrurbing us, and he went 
to the King to give his Majefry an Ac­
count of our Arrival. 

By this time Noon was come, fo we 
fec down to dinner on cold Ham and 
Fowls, which we had brought with us. 
Our Tent frood in the middle of a large 
Court paliCadoed round. We were fur­
prized, that no People came into tbe 
place to fee us, they having crouded fo 
much at firft, on our coming into the 
Camp: Bue I was told the King hav-
ing been inform'd how we were incom- ... , 
moded, had given frriCl: Orders, no one, 
on pain of Death, {hould, without leave 
of the Captain of our Guard, come to fee 

us. 
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us. Thi w.as'PI/~fing news; for by this . 

his Maj y was duly obeyed, 
ad our fa ty at heart. But we 

were p ued with ' Vermin that greatly 
annoye s; and t~t was futh an infinite 
number of Flies, that tho' we had feveral 
Servants with Flappers, to. keep them ott 
:>ur Vittuals, yet it was hardly poffible 
to put a bit of Meat into our Mouths, 
without fome of thofe Vermin with it. 
The[e Flies, it feems, were bred by a 
sreat number of dead Mens Heads, which 
were piled on Stages, not far from our 
Tent,tho' we did not know fo much at 
~hat time. 

After we had dined, a Meffenger came 
to us, about three 0' clock in the after­
noon, from the Great Captain, defiring 
us to go to the King's Gate; accordin~ly 
we went, and in our way raw two large 
Stages, on which were heaped a great 
number of dead Men~s Heads, that afford­
ed no pleafing fight or fmel!. Our In­
terpreter told us, they were the Heads of 
four thoufand of the Whidaws, who had 
been facrificed by the Dahomes to their 

God, 
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God, abqut three wl.f:';'berOfe, as an 
Acknowledgmettt of e great\ Conqueft " 
they had obtain'd. \. 
" When we came 0 the King'~ Gate, 
as they call'd it, We found it 'only an 
Entrance into a larg€ Court, wkch was 
palifadoed rO';lnd; there being feveral 
mud-wall'd Hou[es in it. Here we were 
de fired to fit down on Stools brought (0 

us ; and an Officer pre[emed us, in the 
King's name, with Cows, Sheep, Goats, 
and other Provifion; with this Compli­
ment, that as his Majefiy was then in a 
Camp, it was not in his power to provide 
for us better at this time. Having re­
turned thanks for this unexpected favour, 
we went out of the Court, and were fur­
prized with a fight, at the Gate, of fony 
fi<\ut Men ranked in file, with Fu[ees on 
their Shoulders, and broad Swords in their 
Hands; who had about their necks firings 
of dead Mens Teeth, reaching as low as 
their middle, both behind and before, in 
fuch ~antities, as might furnifh all the 
Barber-Surgeons Shops in Europe. Being 
furprized at this extraordinary appearance, 

I a1ked 
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J aiked tlre Ling~1 ft, Why they were dre4 
in this rhanner? '!'O wh.ich he repliea'~ 
They iere the llOg'S !ieroes; or Wo~-
thies, }\rho had killed a great many Peo-
ple wi~ their own hands, and were al­
lowed; as a mark of their great Valour, 
to firing anJ- wear their~ Enemies Teeth 
~bout their Necks; and, I might obferve, 
fome of them h~d been more fuccefsful 
than others, by the different quantities 

. they had on: For that it w'!s made death 
hy their Law, for any of thofe Gentle­
men to ftring a Tooth; without firft 
making due Proof, before the _proper Of­
ficers, that it belonged to an Enemy ilain 
with their own hand in Battle. Having 
viewed this ftrange Sight, I bid the Lin. 
guift tell them, " They appeared to be a 
" Company of brave Gentlemen, and that 
" I was their humbl.e Servant." This 
Compliment pleafed them; and they re­
turned it, faying, " . They had a great 
ii Efteem forwhite Men." 

Mter this was pafs'd, we returned to 
our Tent, and fupped; then hung up 
our Hammocks, and lay in them till 
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~orning. I took not~' _, that ~he Lorti 
of Jaqueen's Brother, ho canle from 
t~ence with us, was entertained at the 
Tent of the Great Captain; and un my 
inquiring the reafon, I was anfwJed, It 
was in refpect to us, that we might . not 
be crouded in O\lr Tent. 

Next Morning, at nine a Clock, an 
Officer came from the King to acquaint 
us, we !hould have an Audience forth­
with. Accordingly we prepared our, 
felves; and then going to the King's Gate, 
were foon after introduced into his Pre­
fence. His Majefry was in a large Court 
palifadoed round, fitting (contrary to the 
Cufrom of the Country) on a fine gilt 
Chair, which he had taken from the 
King of Whidaw. There were held over 
his Head, by Women, three large Um­
brellas, to !hade him from the Sun : And 
four other Women frood behind the Chair' 
of State, with Fufils on their Shoulders. 
I obferved, the Women were finely drefs'd 
from the middle downward, (the Cullom 
of the Country being not to corer the 
Body upward, of either Sex) moreover 

they 
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they haA on~fi.eif Arms, many large Ma­
nelIoes,( or Ri~s of Gold of ..gr.eat 
Value ~and roudM their Necks, and in 

their~ Hair, abundance of their Country 
Jewel.!;, which are a fort df Beads of 
divers Colours, brought from a far in­
land Country, where they are dug out ot~ 

. . 
the Earth, and in the fame Efteem with 
the Negroes; as Diamonds amongft the 
Europeans. . 

The King had a Gown on, floweted 
with Gold, which reached as low as his 
Aneles; an European embroidered Hac 
on his Head; .with Sandals on his Feet. 
We being brought within ten Yards of the 
Chair of State, were defired to frand frill: 
The King th~n ordered the Linguift to 

bid uS welcome; on which we paid his 
Majefiy the refpeCt of our Hats, bowing 
our Heads at the fame time very low, as 
tbe Interpreter direCted us. Then I or­
dered the Li'~guifi to acquaint the King, 
" That on his Majefiy's fending, to de-­
''" fire me to come up to his Camp, I 
(~ forthwith refolved on the Journey 1 

'c. that I might have the pleafure of fee-
D 2 ing . 



/ 
, ~ 

A new AtcOJiJi/.of Guinea, 
(( ing fo great :nd go~~. Ki~g, as I 
" E;ard he was;' re1yin{ intirelyi on the 
" Promifes his Me{feni.~r had made me 
c< lin his Majefry's Name." The King 
feemed well pleafed with what t {aid, 
and aff'ured us of his Protection and kind 

, ufage. Then Chairs being brought, we 
were de fired to ' fit down, and the King 
drank our Healthli; and then Liquor be­
ing brought us by his Order, we drank 
his Majefry's. After this the Interpreter 
told us, (, It was the King's Defire we 
" fhould fray fome time with him, to fee 
( c the Method of paying the Soldiers 
" for Captives taken in War, and the 
" Heads of the 11ain. 

It fo happen'd, that in the Evening of 
the Day we came intd the Camp, there 
were brought above eighteen hundred 
Captives, from a Country called '1'lflfoe, 
at the difiance of fix days Journey. The 
occafion of warring on them, the Lin­
guifr thus related, "That at the time 
'( his King was wholly employed in 
"contriving the Defrruction of the 
" WhiJaws, thefe People had prefumed 

" to 
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•. c to atpck fi ht1ndYed of his ,,,Sol-
~< diers, rent by is Majefiy as a Gu~rd 
H to twelve of his Wives, who whe 
" going with a large quantity of Goods 
" and fine {hings, carried by Slaves, to 
« the Country of Dahome. The Guard " 
.<c being routed, and die Women' flain, 
" the Tuffoes poifefs'd themfelves of 
" the Goods; for which Outrage, as 
~, [oon as the Conquefl: of IPhidaw was 
" compleated, the King rent part of his 
!' Army againfl: them, to revenge him 
i ' for their Villany; if) which they had 
" all defirable Succefs." It was neceifary 
to m~ntion this Affair, for the better 
underfranding of what follows, it being fo 
very remarkable, 

The King, at the time we were pre­
fent, ordered the Captives of T zrffoe to be 
brought into the Court: Which being ac­
cordingly done, he chofe himfelf a great 
number out of them, to be facrificed to 
his Fetiche or Guardian Angel; the others 
being kept for Slaves for his own ufe; 
or to be fold to the Europeans. There 
were proper Officers, who received the 

. D 3 Captives 
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ell. ~tiv~s from .t11.:: Soldils hands~and paid 
fh~m the Value of tw+ty Shillings Ster­
li~g for every Man, in Cowries, (which 
is a Shell brought from the Eaft 'indies, 
and carried in large quantities to Whidaw 
by the Europeans, being rhe current Money 
of all the neighb;ouring Countries far and 
near) and ten Shillings for a Woman, 
Boy, or Girl. There were likewife brough~ 
by the Soldiers fame thoufands of deaq 
Peoples Heads into the COllrt; every Sol­
dier, as he had Succefs, bringing in his 
hand one, two, three, or more Beads 
hanging in a Slring; and as the proper 
Officers received them, they paid the Sol­
diers jh;e Shillings for each Head: Then 
feveral People carried them away, in or­
c]er to be thrown on a great Heap of 
other Heads, that lay near the Camp; 
the Linguift telling us his Majefty defigns 
to build a Monument with them, anc~ 

the Beads of other Enemies formerly 
conquered and killed. 

I obferved, there were a great .many of 
~he principal Men of the Court and Ar­
fDY pr~[enf, all proftrat~d on the Ground; 

( • l ' • 
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none being pd~ltted to go nearer, than 
within ~enty f~t of tile"King's .. ~hfr; 
and whatfoever thl~y had to fay to hIS N~-
j.efiy, /irfi killing the Ground, they whrf-
pered into the Ear of an old Woman, 
who went to the King; and having re­
c.eived his an[wer, {he returned with it " 
to them. His Majefiy iikewife {hawed 
his Liberality to his Courtiers and Offi-
Gers, in prefenting them with at leafi two 
hundred Captives. As foon as any per-
[on had a Slave prefenred to them, a pro-
per Officer made Proclamation of it, 
which was immediately echoed by the 
Populace, who were waiting in great 
numbers at the King's Gate for the Sa­
~rifices. 

After the Bufinefs of the Captives was 
difpatch'd, there came into the Court two 
Fellows, with a large Tub, that had in 
it at leafi fix Gallons of Frumenty, or 
fuch like fiuff, which they fet on the 
Ground; and then falling on their Knees, 
they took with their Hands the ViEl:uals 
Out of the Tub, and (hrew it [0 fafi into 
their Mouths, that th~' there was fuch a 

D 4 quantity 
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quantity of it, th;y d~h'd it iru fe\\! 
MiDutr,s. Tbc'~ingui~., told us, , this wa~ 
th}Jir daily PraCtice; b~t tpat thefe Goro: 
mandizers liv~d not many Years, an<l 
then others tClok up their Tradl'!; ivhicl~ 
is only in order to divert the King. ' 

After this we faw feveral other things, 
full as ridicul?llS as this, which would 
be tedious for me (0 relate, as well as 
t~ the Reader to peru(e; fo paving beeq 
near three Hours in the Court, expofed 
to the great heat of the Sun, from which 
we had nothing but Umbrellas (0 defer:,d 
us, we delired his Majefty's Leave, to re­
tire to our Tent, which was readily 
granted; accordingly we paid our Duty 
in a compliment to the King, and went 
~way. 

Sometim~ after this, ~e fat down to 
pinner in our Tent, being accompanied 
with a great number of Flies, as formerly 
mentIoned. luft' as we had dined, the 
Duke, . .l3rother (0 the Lord of Jaqueen, 
came to 'us in fo 'great a fright, that af­
ter he had fat- down, he could not fpeak 
for [orne time: And tho' he was at other 

, . 



-\, \ 
and the sta.ve ~rade. 

ti~es: of a com't~,' black,,-~~our, yet l:OW 
his Co~ntenanq: \j as changed te-fa"WI\lY: 
For as he was c' ming ~o our Tent, -he 
faw a ~reat number of poor People going 
fO be facrificed; w hofe Lamenta tions had 
Jl1ade fuch an ~tnpreffion, that it had oc- ..... 
cafioned this great diforde,r in him . For 
~he People 9f the Sea-Coafl: abhor fuch 
things; efpecially the eating their Bodies 
afterwards, as the Dahomes do. And 'ris 
not to be imagined, what fervice the re­
port of chis did them, when they firfl: 
invaded the Countries bordering on the 
Sea-Coafl:: ()n which I {hall make a {hort 
Digreffion, to inform the Reader. 

Difcourfing afterwards with fome .of 
~he principal People of Ardra and Whi­
daw, who had efcaped the Conqueror's 
'Sword, and telling them, what a Re­
proach and Difgrace it waS' to the laner 
Nation to quit their Country to the Da­
bomesin fq cowardly a manner as they 
pad done:; theyanfwered, It was not po[­
£ble to re4f1: (uch Cannibals, the very 
Report of which had extremely intimi­
~a(ed their whole Nation. Whereupon 

lob. 
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I obferved to them, f was all one to a 
~ ,"'" dead \").ifcafC; wheth r it was eaten by 

th~lr own kind, or b the Vultures, (of 
which there are great numbers in the 
Country) on which they lhrugged up their 

,." Shoulders, faying, " The thoughts of be­
~, ing eaten by tpeir own Species, were far 
" more terrible to them, than the Appre.,. 
" henfions of being killed. 

But to return again to the Duke, I en ... 
deavaured to allay his Fears, by reprefent­
ing to him, we had the King's Pramifefor 
our Safety; and that facrificing their Ene­
mies being the ufual cuftam of the Coun­
tryon any Conquefr, he ought not to be 
fa much furprized at it. But he replied, 
As to his own Safety he was very doubt­
fulofit, the King not having yet admictecf 
him to an Audience; fa he requefted he 
might remain in our Tent, as thinking 
himfelf fafer with us, and accordingly we 
granted his requeft. Then fending for 
our Linguift, we defired to know, Whe­
ther the Dutch Ca ptain and my felf might 
be admitted to fee the manner of the Sa­
crifices: (As for the Dutch Writer, he 

chofe 
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chofe to remain ain theJent with the 
Duke) The Incet~reter ~'nfwe'ft(C" ·!!e 
would go (0 the chief Feticheer, or Prie~, 
and know, whether he would be pleafed 
~o give us leave. Soon after he returned, 

43 

;wd informed us, Leave was granted: SQ H..ma~ 
we went with him, about. a quarter of a Sacrificp'" 

mile from the Camp. There we founq " 
great numbers of Peopl~ gathered toge:-
ther; and our Guard made way for us 
through the Croud, till WfJ came near 

"four {mall Stages, which were erected 
about five foot from the ground. We 
fiood clofe to them, and obferved the 
Ceremony, which was performed in the 
following manner. 

The firft ViClim we faw, was brought 
to the fide of the Stage. It was a comely 
old Man, between fifty and fixty Years of 
Age. His hands were tied behind him .? 
and in his behaviour, he !howed a brave 
and undaunted Mind, nothing like Fear 
appearing in him. As he fiood up­
right by the Stage, a Feticheer, or Prieft, 
laid his Hand on his Head, faying fame 
words of Con[ecrationJ whi~h lailed 

about 
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about two Minutes. ;Then he gave th~ 
fign ~£xdGcion, tef a Man that fiood 
behind the Victim with a broad Sword, 
ivho immediately firuck him on the nape 
of the Neck, with fuch forcc, that the 
Head was fevered at one Blow, from the 
Body; whereQPon the Rabble gave a 
great Shout. The Head was caft on the 
$tage, and the Body, after having lain a 
Jictle while on the Ground, that the Blood 
might drain from it, was carried away by 
Slaves, and thrown in a place adjoining to , 
the Camp. The Linguift told us, the 
Head of the Victi~ was for the King; 
the Blood for the Fetiche, or God; and 
the Body for the common People. We 
faw many other Per[ons facrificed in this 
lamentable manner, and obferved, That 
the Men went ,to the fide of the Stages, 
bold and unconcerned; but the Cries of 
the poor Women and Children were very 
moving, and much affected the Dutch 
Captain and My felf, tho' ,in a different 
manner: For he expreffed his Fears to 
me, That the Priefts might take it into 
their Heads, to ferve us in the fa~e m~-

~, 
\ 
c. 
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ner, if they ili.oulti fancy'=;:hite. ~~"ple 
would be more ~cceptable tv 'tf:rc:;( God, 
than perfons of their own colourl- Thi~ 
notion raifed fome fear in me, but reeol­
letting my felf, I told him, " As the 

45 

" King was fo greatly reverenced and ... . 
(C fear~d, I was in good ~opes nothing 
" would be attempted on us; and that 
" we ought to put a good face on the 
" matter, and withdraw from [0 terrible 
« a Sight, the £ir!t opportunity." Soon 
after, a principal Man of the Court 
came and !toad by us, and bid the Inter­
preter a!k us, (( How we liked the Sight ?" 
To which we replied, " Not at all: For 
« our God had exprefly forbid us ufing 
" Mankind in fa cruel a manner: That 
" our Curiofity had drawn us to come 
'( and fee it; which if we had not done, 
(( we could never have believed it." Then 
I a!k.ed the Linguift, Whether this Ge~ 
tleman was accounted a generous good 
humQured Man? To which the Linguifr 
replying in the affirmative, I ventured to 
put this Queftion to him, (( That if his 
" Fate had brought him into the [arne 
6 " Mif-
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c Captives, whid~were alw:l!.~~.h9[c~ut 
( 'from among the Pri{oners, by the King 
(himfelf: For they firmly believed .. 
, {hould this be omitted, no more Sue .. 
( eefs would attend them. And he aro 

, gued for the Neceffity and Ufefulnefs 
: of their doing it, from tbe large Con­
, quefts they had made within a few 
, Years, without any Defeat." Then I 
{ked him, "Why fo many old Men were 
, facrificed in particular? He anfwered, 
; It was beft to put them to death; fo r 
: being grown wife by their Age and long 
'Experience, if they were preferved, 
, they would be ever plotting againft tlieir 
, Mallers, and fo difturb the Country; 
, for they never would be eafy under 

Slavery, having been the chief Men in. 
, their own Land. Moreover, if they 
; (hould befpared, no E'uropean would buy 
, them, on account of their Age." I then 
)bferved to him, That I had feen feveral 
landfome young People facrificed, whom 
: was fure the Europeans would gladly have 
)ought. ,He replied, «They were de­
, figned to attend in the other World the 
) ~~ King's 
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cc ISing's Wives, wholb the Tuffoes th~i; 
(c Counrrynien had Gain." By whi~h An ' 
fwer i found they have a _Notion of a 
future State, tho' a very rude one. And 
this put me upon a1king him, What Opi-

__ nions they held concerning their God? 
To which he gave a very confufed and 
imperfect Anfwer; [0 that all I could ga­
ther from his Difc(;>urfe was, That they 
efteemed him as an invifible Guardian 
Angel, fubordinate to another God; ad­
ding, "Perhaps that God might be 
" ours, who had communicated fo many 
" extraordinary Things to white Men; 
C' ~s he had been informed by Mr. Lambe: 
" But as that God had not been pleafed 
" to make himfelf known to them, they 
" muft be fatisfied with this they wor­
" !hipped." 

By this time the Mob being grown thin; 
on the fide where we ftood, I told the 
Linguift, we would return to our Tent; 
and I invited the Colonel to go along-with 
us, whicb he readily promifed. Accor­
dingly our Guard having mllde ~ay for 
us, we left this horrible Place and Sight. 

not 
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~ot having recei~ed the leaft Affron,t\ tho' 
we were near two Hours by ''''"tl1''e Stages, 

At our return we underfiood, the King 
had rent the Duke word, he iliould have 
an Audience that Evening; whereupon I 
endeavoured to cheer him up by telli~ 
him, " That we had been civilly ufed at 
" the Sacrifices, and that nothing could 
" more conduce to his Reputation, than 
" his appearing before the King, in his 
" ufual fprightly Carriage and Behaviour," 
which was indeed natural to him. On 
this he went from us to the Great Cap­
tain's Tent, in order to prepare himfelf 
to go to the Audience. But the Colonel 
remained with us, drinking merrily of 
European Liquors, and in the Evening he 
a£ked us, " Whether we would take a 
" walk, and fee that ~arter of the Camp 
" where his Tent ftood?" This we rea­
dily agreed to, and in our way paft by the 
place where the facrificed Bodies were 
thrown. There were two great heaps of 
them, confifting, as they faid, of four 
hundred Perfons, and who had been 
chofe out by the King that very Morning. 

E After 

" 

49 



50 A new Account of Guinea, 
, ~ 

After ~ad been at the Colonel's 
Tent, where we were treated with Palm 
Wine, we returned to our own, being 
accompanied by him, and we defired 
him to fray to Supper. While we were 
t"clting, feveral Servants carne with Diihes 
of Flelh and FHh, drefs'd after the Coun­
try manner, 2nd the Interpreter told us, 
they were fent by a Mulatto Portuguefe 
Gentleman, who had been taken in the 
Ardra War. The King had ever fince 
detained him Prifoner, allowing him a 
handfome Maintenance, ;md had given 
him a Wife much whiter than himfelf, 
who was born in the inland Country. 
Soon after the ViCtuals were brought, 
the Gentleman came himfelf, with his 
Wife, to fee us; and after pailing a hand­
fome Compliment, they fat down to Sup ... 
per with us. We were very glad of this new 
Acquaintance, the Dutch Writer fpeak­
ing good Portuguefl, and my felf under­
fianding a little; fo that now we judged. 
we lhould not be obliged to troft intirely 
to our Linguifr, this Perfon talking the 
Language of the Country fluently. I was 
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much furprized" co fee his Wife fo yvrhice; 
equal to our Englijh Women," only of not 
fo lively a Colour. She had wooHy Hairj ~ 
like the blackefr of the Natives, with the 
[arne Features. Her Huiband told us, 
{be was born in a far inland Country, ~.f 
black Parents, who h;;.'d never feen a 
White Man, nor {he before Mr. Lambe; 
whom he enquired affeCtionately after, 
faying, " That when he returned, accor-
" ding to his Promife to the King, his-
" Majefty had promifed to grant him his 
" Liberty." Then, on his Importunity, we 
promifed him a Viiit at his Houfe; and 
foon after, he and his Wife, with the 
Colonel; took their leaves, wi(hing us a 
good Night. 

The next day j early in the morning, the 
Duke came co our Tenr,and told us, he had, 
in the night paft, a long Audience of the 
King, who treated him in a kind manner; 
fo that his Appreheniions of being kill'd and 
eaten were quite vani{hed : but he told us 
with the utmoft Horrour, that the facrifi-
ced Bodies had been taken away in the c ., . 

• 4?1I11N//" 
mghc by the common People, who 
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had boiled and feafied ofj them, as holy 
Food: ThiS-Story induced us to fend for 
our Linguifi, and take a walk to the place 
where we had feen the CarcaCes the 
evening before; and, to our great Surprize, 
~ found they were all gone. There­
upon aiking the Interpreter, what was 
become of them? he replied fmiling, the 
Vultures had eaten them up. I told him, 
c' That was very extraordinary indeed, 
" to fwallow Bones and all;" there be­
ing nothing remaining on the Place, but 
a great quantity of Blood. So he con­
fe(fed, the Feticheers, or Priefis, had 
divided the Carcafes amongfi the People, 
who had eat them in the manner the Duke 
had told us. And tho' no doubt this will 
appear incredible to many Perfons, yet I 
defire they will'only make this one Reflecti­
on, That thofe who could be fo cruel as to 
facrifice their fellow-Creatures, might 
probably carry their Barbarity a Degree 
further. 

However, as I relate nothing for mat­
ter of Fact, but what I was an Eye-wit­
nefs to, fo I ihallleave the Reader to give 

what 
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what credit he~leafes thereto. But as a 
further confirmation of their being Can'­
nibals, I !hall relate what I afterwards ' 
learn'd from one Mr. Robert More, who was 
a perfon of great Integri ty, and at that 
time Surgeon of the Italian Galley. Tbis 
Ship came to Whidaw . whilft I wa-s at . 
Jaqueen, and Captain John Dagge, the 
Commander, being indifpofed, fent Mort 
to the King of Dahome's Camp, with 
Porefents for his Majeily. There he faw 
many frrang-e things, efpecially human 
Fle!h fold publickly in the great Market­
place. As I was not in the Market dur­
ing the time I was in the Camp, I faw no 
fuch thing: But I don't doubt but that I 
!hould have feen the fame, had I gone 
into that place, for there were many old 
and maimed Captives brought from Tt1foe, 
(befides thofe facrificed) whi.ch no Eun;. 
peans would have bough.r. 

But to return from this Digreffion : On 
our return to the Tem, we rent o'ur Lin­
guifi to the great Captain, to defire he 
would procure us an Audience from the 
King, 10 treat of Bufinefs: But he rent 
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us word, That as his Majefiy was very 
much engaged, we could not be heard 
that day; there being fame Embaff"adors 
come from the inland Countries, who 
were to have an Audience forthwith. On 
t~is I fent again to the Great Captain, 
defiring he wou4i pleafe to be mindful of 
us, on the firfi Opportunity; and he was 
unexpeCtedly fo that Afternoon, 

Baving then nothing to do but fit in 
our Tent, and ,make Memorandums of 
what we heard and faw; we afked the 
Linguifi, " Whether we might, without 
~'Offence, go to fee the Mulatto Portu ... 
"gueJe Gentleman?" Thereupon he confu1. 
ted with a principal Perfon belonging to the 
Court, who of len came by the King's Or­
der to us, to enquire if we wanted any 
thing; And he approving of it, we pre­
pared to go, but firfi had this CautioQ 
given us; that there being two Embaff"a­
dors in the Camp from the King of Whi~ 
daw, to offer his SubjeCtion, if we {houlq 
meet with ;lny of their People in the 
Street, we {bould not hold any Conference 
wi~l1 tl1etn· Whi~h having 'prQll1ifed~ 
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we went to thi Portuguefl Gentleman's 
Houfe, who received us very kindly, think­
ing he could nor make us welcome enough i .. 
and as we could underfiand him, we fent 
our Interpreter away, under pretence of 
an Errand to the Duke. After he was 
gone, the firfi thing we defired of this 
Gentleman, was, to giv'e us fome hints, 
how we iliould behave, when we came 
to treat of Bufinefs with the King; which 
he readily did, fpeaking [0 highly of the 
King's Policy and Generofiry, that we 
were much furprized, tho' afterwards we 
experienced the full of what he wId us, 
This Perf on had in the Court of his Houfe 
two pretty Horfes, each about thirteen 
hands high, which were every way 
much better than thofe ' we had feen at 
Jaqueen. Upon our aiking him, from 
whence he had them, he replied, " They 
" came from the Kingdom of J-oe; 
" which lies towards the North-Eait, 
" many days Journey off, beyond a great 
" and famous Lake, which is the Foun-
,e rain of feveral large Rivers, that 
" empty themfelves into the Bay of Gtti .. 
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« mao And he further apded, that {eve­
" ral fugitive Princes, whofe Fathers the 
" King of Dahome had conquered and be­
" headed, fled (0 the King of this Coun­
ce try for Protection, and at laft prevailed 
" with him to make War on the King 
'I of Dahome, which he did foon after 
ee the latter had 'conquered Ardra. The 
" King of J-oe fent, under the Com­
<I mand of a General, a great Army of 
•• Horfe, confifting of many Thoufands, 
ct (for they never ufe Infantry) where­
" with he invaded the Dahomes in their 
" own Country: On this {udden and un­
.e expected Invafion, the King of Dahomt 
" marched immediately from Ardra into 
" his own Kingdom, and made Head 
" againft the 'J~oes: B~t as he had none but 
., Infantry,' whofe Arms were Guns and 
., Swords, he was hard-put to it: For the 
'e CO\lntry bring open and without Inclo~ 
.( Cures, the Horfemen, who were armed 
" with Bows and Arrows,Javelins and Cut­

" ting Swords, had certainly conquer'd, if 
,( the unufual noife of the Dahome's Fire­
!( Arms had not fo frightned the Horfes, 

" that 
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Ie that their Ride.s co~ever make ~ 
" home-Charge on the Enemies Foot. 
" However, the Difpute having lafied, at 
" times, four days, and the King of Da-
ce bome finding his Soldiers fo fatigued, 
« chac they could hold out but a little 
. , longer, he contrived t~is Stratagem: 
'e he had great quantities of Brandy 
" by him, formerly bought at Wbidaw, 
" which is a principal Commodicy the 
" French Ships bring there, to exchange 
" for Negroes. So the King refolved to 
" retreat in the Night with his Army, 
" . and leave the Liquor as a Ba.it for the 
" Enemy, with great quantities of valu­
" able Goods, which were in fiore, in a 
" large Town near the Camp. When 
" Day came, the J-oes thinking the Da­
II homef were fled, fell to plundering and 
,c deftroying the Town, and drinking 
" greedily of the Brandy : And as they 
"feldom had tafied of chat Liquor 
t· before, it fo intoxicated them, chat 
" they fell aileep in great numbers on the 
'c Ground. The King of Dahome being 
'I 4lformed of chis by his Spies, returned 

" with 
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" with the tftmofi fw:ed, and auacking 
« them while they were in this Diforder, 
" roured them; but the greater part of 
" the J-oes efcaped with (he help of their 
'c Horfes, ami fled out of the Country ~ 
(, However, their Lofs was fo great, thar 
" the others efieemed i( a compleat Vic­
"tory. The' Portuguefe Gendeman ad ... 
" dcd, that at the time of this Rout, he 
•• rook the twO Harfes we had feen in his 
" Yard, and a great many more were 
" feized at the fame time by the Dahom~ 
"Soldiers. He faid further, (but enjoi~. 
~, ed us Secrecy) That (ho' the Dahomes 
" were exceeding proud of this ViCtory, 
.< they were fiill much afraid of a [eeond 
\1 Invafion, an Army of Hl)rfes being 
" very terrible to them: And that, the 
j( King had lately fent great Prefents. to 
" the King of J-oe, to prevent his aHack .. 
" ing him a fecond time. However, in 
" cafe he did it, and they lhould not be 
(t able to withfiand them, they comforted 
" th6mfelves with this Thought, that 
.. they might fave their Perfons, by flying 
'f to the Sea Coaft, to which the J-oes 

" dudl 
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.< dud£ not follo~ them. jFor as their 
" natiof.lal Feticht was the Sea, they were 
" prohibited by their Priefis from ever 
" feeing it, under no lefs a Penalty than 
r< Death; which they made the People 
rc believe, w~)Uld by their God, if they 
" were fo prefumpruous, b~ infliCted on 
"them." This laft Scory feemed no­
thing ftrange to us, who had converf.. 
ed with the Coaft N egroes; for they 
have all their particular Fetiches after the 
fame manner j fome being prohibited eat­
ing Fowls that have white Feathctrs; 
others, on the contrary, are to eat none 
that have black: Some are to eat no 
Sheep, others no Goats. And abundance 
of fuch other fuperftitious Obfervances 
they have, which are moft religiouily 
kept; being affigned them by the Prieft, 
the Day they have their name given 
fhem. 

By this time it was paft N oon, [0 we 
took our leave of the Portug:uefl, and 
went to our Tent to Dinner. The Au-

About three a Clock that Afternoon a tAhodr~as all 
, u lence 

Me{fenger came fro~ the great Captain,of.the 
Kmgof 

to Dabome. 

__________ 1' 
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to inform q( the Kcing had appointed 
immediately to give us an Audience. This 
was an agreeable Surprize to us, for now 
we had hopes of being quickly difpatch'd, 
fa we prepared our {elves, and went to 
the King's Gate, our Prefenes for his Ma­
je!l:y being ca:ried before us. 

On our coming into the Court, where 
we had feen the King at our former Au­
dienc~, we were defired to !l:ay a litde, 
till the Pre[ents were carried into the 
Haufe, that his Majefiy might view them. 
Soon after we were inrroduced into a {mall 
Court, at the further end of which th~ 
King was fiuing crofs-legg'd on a Carpet 
of Silk, {pread on the Ground: He was 
him{elf richly dre[s'd, and had but few 
Attendants. When we approached him, 
his Maje!l:y enquired in a very kind man­
ner, How we did? ordering we lhould be 
placed near him; and accordingly fine 
Mats were [pread on ehe Ground for us 
to fit all. Tho' fitting in chat Pofture 
was not very ea(y to us, yet we pur a good 
Face on the matter, under!l:anding by the 
Linguifi, that it was their Cullom. 

As 
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As Coon as we w~te placed, the King or­

dered the Interpreter to ail<: me, What I 
had to defire of him? To which I an­
fwered, " That as my Bufinefs was to 

" trade, [0 I relied on his Majefiy's Good­
(( nefs, [0 give me a quick difpatch, and 
" fill my Ship with Negro~s; by which 
" means I iliould return into my own 
" Country il! a iliort time; where I 
" iliould make known how great and 
" powerful a King I had feen." To 
this the King replied by the Linguiit, 
" That my defire iliould be fu lfilled: 
" But the firfi Bufinefl to be fenled was 
" his Cufioms." Thereupon I defired 
his Majefiy to let me know what he ex­
peCted? There was a Perfon then pre[ent 
(I believe on purpofe) whofe name was 
Zunglar, a cunning Fellow, who had for-

I merly been the King's Agent for feveral 
\ Years at Whidaw; where I had feen him 
;n my former Voyages. To him I was 
referred to talk about the Affair. So 
Zung/ar told me, ,( his Mafier being re­
" folved (0 encourage Trade, tho' he was 
" a Conqueror, yet he would not impofe 

(( a 
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" a greater <f:uftom tIran ufed to be paid 
" to the King of Whidaw." I anfwered. 
" As his Maj~fty was a far greater Prince, 
cc fo I hoped he would not take fo much." 
This Zunglar not replying readily to, and 
the King obferving it, (for the Linguift 
told him ev~ry word that paiS'd . be­
tween us) His Majefty himfelf replied, 
" That as he was the greater Prince, he 
« might reafonably expeCt the more Cuf­
" tom; but as I was the firft EngliJh Cap­
e, tain he had feen, he would treat me as 
" a young Wife or Bride, who muft be 
« denied nothing at firft," Being fur­
prized at this turn of Expreffion, I told 
the Linguift, " I was afraid he impofed 
" on me, and interpreted the King's words 
" in (00 favourable a manner." His Ma­
jefty obferving I fpoke with fome Sharp­
nefs,{ aiked him what I faid? Which the 
Linguift having told him, his Majefty 
fmiled, . and expreifed himfelf again to the 

fame purpofe: Adding, " I lhould find 
" his Actions anfwerable to his Words." 
Being greatly encouraged by the King's 
gracious Expreffions towards me, I took 

the: 
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he Liberty to rep:efent to! ihis MajeO:y, 

That the beft way to make Trade flou­
; riih, was to impofe eafy CuO:oms, and 
, to proteCt us from the Thievery of the 
: Natives, and the Impofitions of great 
, Men; which the King of,Whidaw not 
, doing, had greatly hurt the Trade. For 
, the ill ufage the Europeans had met 
: with of late from him and his People, 

had caufed them to fend fewer Ships 
than formerly they did. And tho' 

: a large CuO:om might feem at firit 
, for his MajeO:y's Advantage, yetir would 
, foon be found, that a great number of 
, Ships would thereby be hindred from 
, coming to trade; fo that in this refpeCt 
, he would lofe far more in General, 
: than he would gain by that Particular." 

The King took what I faid in good 
part, telling me, " I fhould name my 
[( own Cuftom," which I at firft declined: 
But being preft to do it a fecond time, I 
told the Linguift to a!k. his Majefty, 
" Whether he would be pleafed to take 
" one half of what we ufed to pay at 
~' Whidaw?'.' To this the King readily 

agreed; 
• 
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agreed; addmg, " He defigned to make. 
" Trade flouriili; and I might depend 
" upon it, he would prevent all Impofi .. 
" tions, and Thievery, and proted: the 
" Europeans that came to his Country, 
cc faying, that his God had made him 
" the Infrrument to puniili the King of 
" Whida'w, and his People, for the many 
" Villanies they had been guilty of to­
" wards both Whites and Blacks: That 
" the Embaffadors now in his Camp from 
" the [aid King, had informed him of 
c' me and my Charad:er, and that by the 
" account they had given him of my 
" former dealings in their Country, he 
" codld put much Confidence in me.'1 
Then his Majefl:y having aiked me di. 
vers ~efl:ions concerning our former ill 
ufage in the Country of Whidaw, to which 
I anfwered as I thought proper; I took 
this Opportunity of pleading for the com­
mon People of that Kingdom; reprefent­
ing, "It was the great Men amongft 
" them that had encouraged their thiev­
" ing, in which they fhared: But if his 
~' Majefty would be pleafed to receive 

~ them 
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" them to Mer<oy, and~ rdtore them td\ 
" their Country, on plying a certain . 
"Tribute, they would bel of great ad­
" vantage to him; becauf~ they were 
" very indu!l:rious in cultivating the Land, 
" and many of them under!l:ood Trade 
« exceeding well, which his own People 

" were little verf~d in. Moreover it was 
" a Maxim amongft the white Princes, 
" that the number of ufeful SubjeCts was 

" their greateft Glory and Strength; and 
" if his Majefty thought the fame, he 

" had an opportunity of adding many 
" hundreds of thoufands to his former 
"Valfals." To this the King replied, 
,( He was feniible of the truth of what r 
" all edged, but that the Conqueft of 
(, Whidaw could not be fecured, till he 

" had the King's Head; and he had al­
" ready offered the People to reftore 

" them to their Country, as foon as they 
" !bould fend him alive or dead to his 
"Camp." I did not think proper, Oij 

hearing this, to fay any thing more on 
the maner, or obferve to his Majefty, 
how wrong a Policy It was, to oblige 

F Subjects 
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(Subjects to act 'fo villa nous a part to­
wards their SJVereign. For as the Cuf­
tom of thefr black Princes was little 
known to u~ I was afraid of giving of­
fence: So I only anfwered, "That as 
" the King of Whidaw was on an mand 
" by Popoe, wi,rh many thoufands of his 
" People, the reil: that were difperfed up 
" and down the Country in the Bullies, 
" could not poffibly perform what his 
" Majeil:y required' of them: For if they 
,~ were ever [0 ready to do it, yet having 
" nL') Cannoes to ferry over to (he Ii1and~. 

« it was not in their Power to take the 
" King from thence; and that I believed 
" i( he did not receive them to Mercy 
'( quickly,. the far greater part of them 
cc would periili by Fatnine." 

After this his- Majeil:y fell into a-variety 
of Difcourie, and amongil: other things 
complained of Mr. Lambe, (who, as I 
have related in the beginning of (his 
Book, had been taken Prifoner in (he 
Ardra \Val',) faying, " That tho' he had 
" given him, at his leaving (he Couer, 
" three hundred and twenty ounces of 

5 (~ Gold, 
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« Gold, with ei~h( Sla sand m",de him" 

" promife with a [Oleml~~ath to return · 
" again in a reafonable til"!. , yet twelve 
" Moons had now pafs'd, I, nd he had 
« heard nothing from him : Adding, He 
« had rent a black Perron with him, 

." whofe name was r om,. one who had 
(( been made a Prifoner at the [arne time, 
,t being a Jaqueen-mal1 , who [poke good 
" EngliJb; and this Man he had ordered 
" to return again with Mr. Lambe, th ac 
« he might be informed, whether what 

' " that Gentleman had reported concern--­
, : ing out King, Cufioms, and manner o f 

" Living was true." To this I replied, 
" That I had no perfon al Knowledge of 
'c Mr. L ambe, bue . had been informed, 
" before I left England, that he went 
" from Whidaw to Barbadoes, which is 
c. a Planta tion where the EngliJh employ 
" their Slaves in m aking Suga~, and 
.c which is at a great difiance from our 
c' own Country; But I hoped he would 

" prove an honefi Man, and return again 
" to his Majefiy, according IO his , Pro-
ce mife and Oath:' . 

F 2 ' To 

t 
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Account 
of the 
hlack 
:!'; f ;:n . 

for Come Years, t"mll:m~d 
therin the 
the l£land ti)f An~~"",; 
un the year 1 
ftory 10 fQfl1e Ue_~_W. 

tl~e King of .L.'Uf(..'Ut.ru; 



; r 

and the SlrlJe 7;: ade. 
\ 

I ) 

\> 
,I 

with regard to the faid ~' r. Jambe, beiTIg 
by them informed of it, t . is ind uced .b i m . 
to I.eturn to Maryland ;an" /-the .. Gentle­
man who had Tom in his C'~J1ody was fo 
gQod, as to deliver him again to Mr. 
Lambe, who qme with him ,.(;0 London, 
fhe.beginning of the year "I73 r. 

Mr. Lambe, fooo afte.,r his arrival, ·came 
to fee me at my hQufc, enquiring par­
ticuJarly about what I had related at An­
tegoa; which I confirmed to him. Then 
he de fired my Advice about his going 
'bac.k to the King of Dahonz). To this 
I frankly anfw~red. " It was my opinion. 
" he had mjfs'd the opportunity, by not 
" r~turning in a reafonabl.e time, accoJ'­
« ding to his promife; feveral years be­
" ing now pafs'd fince he came from 
« thence, and the State of Affairs much 
".altered for the worfe : BeGdes, he 
" mightjD£l:ly fear the King's refemment, 
cc .as Mr. T ejiejole had experienced lately .' 

\ 
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" to his coil:, for abuung his Goodnefs ; l~ J 
" for tho' he was Governour for the 
" African Company at Wbidaw, yet he 
« had been pu t to death 111 .a cruel 
" 11 anner. F 3 o. 
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On this he Itt me; and the next news 
1 heard, was, That Mr. Lambe had :de­
livered a L(cter to his MajeRy King 
George as flom the King of paho1!Tt; 
which being referred to the Lords of 
Tracie, the Merchants trading to the 
Coaft of Guinea' were [em for; and I be­
ing ordered to atte~,d, informed ' their 
Lordiliips of what I knew of the matter. 

The report from the Lords of Trad~ 
was to this Purpofe, " That the Letter 

~ cc in their opinion was -not gepuine, but 
" that the black lt1a1z ought to be taken 
({ car~ of, and returned to his King:" 
Accordingly he Was put into the han'ds 
of the 4lrican Company, who took care 
of him for rtJany Months; but he grow­
ing impatient, applied to their Grace's 
the Dukes of RicZ,mo1Zd and Montague, 
w ho rrocured him a Paffige on board 
his M ajefly'sShip the'llger Captain Berke­
lev, then bound to the Coail: of Guinea. 

-' M oreo\'er, their Lordr!1ips 11aving lbe~:­
~d him great KindneiS, ' moft generouf1y 
rent . by him [everal rare Pre(enrs to his 
King, which, nodoubr, wi]] make a good 
.. impreffioq 
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impreffion dn llim" in favoJr of our -rJ~ ­
tion; and I have lately .~ard, that on 
his ' being put on Shore a Whidtlw, he 
was forthwith fent to the Klilg, whowas 
then in his own Country of·j)ahiJme, and 
was received gracioufiy by him : Tha'! his 
Majdly rent down hand[.~~e"Prefents for . 
Captain Berkeley, but before the Meifen­
gers got to Whidaw, he WG'S failed , ' not 
having patience to wait fo many days, 
as die return from {o far inland a place 
required. _ 

I had notmaae this Digreffion, but only 
.rd fet this Affair in "a true-light; and unde­
ce.iye thofe that' may read this Book, and 
Wefe fo far impofed upon, as to .fu ppofe 
the Bla'ck Man to have been aa Em'oaifador 
froth the King of Dahome, to his Majefty 
King George. I met with feveral that be­
lieved fo, till I fatisned them of the contra­
ry; for the jeft was carried on fo far, that 
-feveral Plays were ' aCted on his Account, 
'~lOd" it was aclvertifed 'in the News-Papers, 
that they were for the :Entertainment of 
Ptlnce Adomo Oro~noko T011to, &c, thefe 
jingling Names being invente-d to carry 
on the Fraud the better. Thi,s 

71 





II 

"j' ;. {flav; Trat~\ .. -r3 
(c Whidaw as thgy thougqt nt, ':l or th 
« he now was Lord of hotIl'-Places. ".~nd 
then his Maje~y aiked me, \ " Whl ther 
" I would <;hufe the Slave~'" that were ~ 
C( now in the Camp, or have them fidl: 
" fent down to Jaqueen?" To which I 
anfwered, " I chafe the latter; defiring 
" the King would now pleafe to fix the 
(C Price, with other matters." Accor-
dingly ZU12glar was called again, to in-
form his Majefiy, what were the lail: 
Prices the Europea12S had paid for Negroes 
at Whidaw, before the Conquefi : But on 
my reprefeQting, That the Price had been 
raifed there, much above what had been 
cufiomar>y, on account of the War; the 
King moderated it himfelf, and I writ 
down with my Pencil, in his prefence, 
every thing agreed on: Amongfi: which 
one was, That I ihould have three Males 
to one Female, and take none but what 
I liked. The rea fan of my mentioning 
this, is to explain more fully what hap­
pened to me afterw~rd s, on aCCOunt of 
thefe two Articles. 

After 
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\ Arc&' th~lswas don;, the ' Duke, ' Brol 
(h~to the D6rd of Jaqueen, was fent for, 
and the K,tg recommended me to the 
care of th~n both, declaring,. " If I fuf­
" fered by their People, eithedn Perf on or 
" Goods, he and his Brother lhould anfwer 
.C'< for it: Moreover, if any Perfon'ftole my 
" Goods, and could be taken, his Majefty 
-"'ord~red, they lliould ,be impaled ali,ve 
H on the Sea fide, for an,Example to the 
« Porters, apd others that bring our Mer­
" chaMife from lhence to the Town. 

By th~s time ~( was near ,nine a clock 
at night, aQa the Lin!guift 'was ordered 
by the King to tell us, his time of wafh~ 
~ng was come; fo we rore up in order 
to take '.our leaves~ humbly thanking his 
Majefl:yfor all his Favours, and for hi~ 
great Goodnefs towarqs us, in, giving us 
fa lon~ an Audience; d~fi<ing he would 
be pleafcd co permit us ro , return next 
day to jezqueen: adding, I hoped God 
would give him many Days, for the good 
of his own People, and of the Europeans 
that {bonld come to his Country. ' The 
King thanked us for our good Willies, 

faying, 
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f~ying, he would dl(patch us' th'~, ne;) 

pay, and tlie~ we pa~d oUF r~e~eas/nq 
fo parted. . ." 

As we w~re ~lmoft five h09'rs fo neaf 
~be Kihg, fh:aaa go6it 'qpportunity of 

_r ~ \ I ... · f •• 

taking~ an" eXad' View 'of b)tn: fie was 
t-niddle~fized) "and full' bodieq)~ :ind, as 
near as lr "could-judge, - about" :f6rty five 
years bId: His Face ~as pt(teqL~ith the 
Small Pox;, tJeverthe1e~~ iil'ere ~as (ome­
rbing in ~is Countenanc.e ve~yhking, and 
withal , rDlljefl:ick. Upbn' .. r'he ' wliol~, l 
found ;him th~ 'm9fi extraordinary Man 
pf h1s Cb}o-ur, [ that I had ever.- conyerfed 
with, havlng feen nething In ' him that 
~ppeared ,barbarous,_ exeept ~he facrificing 
of his Enemies ; whic~ 9'i.e Portltguefi. 
gentleman'told me, heheheved was done 
but of Polrey; neither did he eat human 
Flefb himfelf.. " . 

Being made eafy in aU refpects by this 
Audience, we returned to our Tent, and 
fpent die evening cheerfully, the Mulatto 
Portugurfe, with feveral Courtiers fupping . 
with us. The next morning we were 
fent for again to the King's Gate, and the 

. Offi~~ 
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'ffice/toltl us, "It (being. the King', 

<l ~,liche.day, his Majefty C9UJd ~9t (eo, 

" U . but that he had ordered them to 
(r prirent .lIl'S with fomething in his name; 
C( adding. I might depend on what had 
« beeD promifed me, and that we were 
« at Liberty to.go for Jaqueen when we 
" pleafed:" Our black Servants had like­
wife handfom Clothes given them to wear 
about their middle; (accordjng to the 
cufiom -0£ the Negroes, who n!!ver -cover 
more than that part) with 'a [mall fum 
of Money to each of them, which made 
them very jocund, and almofi forget the 
fear they had been put in at the fight of 
tbe Sacrifices. 

This bei~g over, our fervants carried 
the Prefents to our Tent, which confified 
of Slaves, Cows, Goats and Sheep. with 
other Provifions: And then we went to 
the gr.eat Captain's Tent. to take our 
leave of hlm. There we found the Duke, 
who told us, he could not have his Au­
dience of leave from the King till the 
Evening; and earneftly defired us not [0 

go without him; for that he would cer-
tainly 
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tainly accompany us the ne~t ;rrninlt 
to Jaqueen. Tho' the Dutch GenJe;0'fn 
and my felf were very defirous of ~ing 
before, yet we could not in honou6 leave 
the Duke; f.() we ·confented to" fray for 
him, and went co our Tent to Dinner. 

In the Afternoon, the Linguiil: came 
and told us, that the remainder of the 
Army, who had been plundering the 
Country of T ziffoe, were r~turning; and 
a!ked us, whether we would go and fee 
them pars by the King's Gate? We went 
accordingly to that place, and [oon after 
they appeared, marching in a much more 
regular Order than I had ever [een before, 
even amongfi the Gold Cpojt Negroes; 
who were always efieemed amongft the 
Europeans that ufed the Coaft of Guinea, 
the bell: Soldiers of all the Blacks. I ob­
[erved, this Army confill:ed of about three 
thoufand regular Troops, actended by a 
Rabble of ten thoufand at leafr, who car­
ried Baggage, Provifions, dead Peoples 
Heads, &c. The [everal Companies of 
Soldiers had their proper Colours, and 
Officers, being armed with lVlu[qlJets and 

cutting 
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quefts, with fueb regular Tro~s, 
bis Policy together. - ) 

. After Epis Sight was ever, we .' ent 
again to the great Caprain'sy w,?~ ldeft 
Son had been General .in the Expedition 
19ainft the 'I zdfOes. The Mulatto Porfu­
ruife Gentleman being the~ prefent, ao­
vifed us to go and pay our Compliments 
(0 this Commander. Accordingly we 
went, and were received by him with 
~reat Civili-ty; and having prefemed him 
with fome Trifles, wherewith he was 
highly delighted, we returned to his Fa­
cher's Tent. After a iliort fray, telling 
him we were afraid we iliould not fer OUt 

for Jaqueen the next day, he a!fured us 
we {bou1cl certainly go the next morning 
early; and that he would accompany us 
part of the W'iliy: which Promife was 
h ighly pleafing to us, for we were quite 
tired of the Camp: Moreover my Buil­
nefs very much required 11;1Y prefence at 

'Jaqueen, in order to begin trading. I 
obferved in the G rea t Captain's T-ent two 
black Gentlemen, who- had long Gowns 
OD, wi th a Cloth wreathed about thei. 

Heads" 
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'- Is ~ji their Feet. This being a Dr 
'~~ads~, 'rike a Tu,.~ijh Turbam, and San: 

I H - never feen before amoogft the Net 
groe: I inquired of the Ljnguift, w 
they ~e? He . replied, ,e They welte 

1-> .. Matayes, which is a Nadon far inlanttJ. 
" bordering pn the Moors; and that thetO:C 
rc People were equal to the white Meon 
" in one thing, namely in writing: Thut 
" at this time there was about forty oDf 
e, them in the Camp, who had been ta~· 
c, ken at feveral times in war, as ther 
'c traded from one Country to another: 
cc and that the King treated them kindly, 
" for they had the Art of d,ying Goat andd 
" Sheep-fkins with divers Colours, which' 
" they made into Cartouch-boxes for the 
" Soldiers; and al[o into Bags to hold 
" loofe powder, and for many other u[es," 
I w~s defi,rous of difcourfing with thefe 
People, but the Linguitl: declined it, fay­
ing, " It would give offence to the Great 
,e Captain :" So we went from hence to 
take our leave of the Mulatto PortugurJi 
Gentleman, and afterwards to our Ten 
fO [upper, and Dept all night 
Hammocks. 
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Next Morningl we fofe early, ., d p:~L 

pared for our Journey. As foon ~a " 11 _" 
our things were in order, we feo the 
Duke word, that. we waited fo ~ him. 
The Meitenger returned - fortff~[h, and 
defired us co go to the great Captaints 
Tent, where we iliould find the Duke 
and his People all ready for going. Ac­
cordingly we went, but the Ceremony of 
taking leave of feveral great Men, who 
came to wiili us a good Journey, detained 
us till nine a dock in the Morning; An'd 
then we fet Out; the mufical Inll:ruments 
of the Negroes making a great noife at our 
Departure. The great Captain, accor­
ding to his Promife, accompanied us for 
an hour on the Road, and then cook his 

- leave under a Salute of Fire-Arms from 
hjs Soldiers, and our Servants. Our 
Hammock-men had no need of being 
pre[s'd co make hall:e, and travel fall:: For 
the Impreffion made on their Minds by 
the facrificing the poor People of TU/lOf, 
ftill fa much affected them, that they 
ran fuB fpeed with us, even beyond their 
Strength; fo that by five a dock in th~ 

G Even. 
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:ra;'sA~~ 'Even' ,g, they brough~ us into Jaquet1t 
turn-to . '!}\~ 0, where the People received us with 
:/aljl«elZ. mu h Joy, having been under great ap-

prehe '~s for our Safety, bec .. ufe we 

J ayed longer than 'was expected. 
f \. The next day, being the I Sth of April 

1727, I paid<the King of Dahome's Offi­
cers the Cu{l:om agreed on; and in two 
days after, a great many Slaves came to 

v' Town, being rent by his Majefiy for me 
to chufe fuch as I liked of them: Which 
having done, I offered to pay the Lord 
of Jaqueen his u[ual Duties, but he in­
fi{l:ed on a larger Cufiom than my Surgeon 
had agreed for with him at our firfi COUl­

ing: So I refufed to pay it, and put him 
in mind of the Injunction the King of Da-, 
home had rent him by his Brother. This 
put him in a Pallion, and he aiked me 
:fternly, WhetherIddigned to bring War 
on him, by informing the Conqueror of 
what he demanded? This being a tender 
Point, and hoping Time and Patience 
might bring him to do me Jufiice, I took 
my leave of him ~ For I had been told, it 
was not pollible, no more than prudent, 

5 to 
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(0 engage any on~ (0 go ~ith a C~~11fit ~ • _ 
to the King of Dahome; for the Mefien-
ger would certainly be murdered c:h the ~ 
Road by the Jaqueens. , Morec.~t=~1'I was ' 
informed, they and thtir Lord had fent ./ 
their beloved Wives and beft Effeas to an V' . 

l!land, which is about thirty Miles to 

the Eaftward of Jaqueen on the Sea- Coaft, 
and under the Protection of the King of 
Appah, whofe Country extends as far as 
the Bay of Bennin. And as they durfi 
not truft intirely to the Conqueror's Faith 
and Prom-ifes, fo the Men were always 
ready to fly there themfel yes, on the leaft 
appearance of Hofiility: There they. 
could be in fafety, the Dahomes not hav-
ing Can noes to follow them, or if they 
had, none amongft them underftanding 
the Management of them_ 

A few days after the Lord of Jaqueen 
had refufed to take his ufual Cufioms; ./ -....... 
another difficulty arofe; for the Porters 
refufed to bring up my Goods from the 
Sea fide, except I would pay them double 
the price I did at my firLl coming. Ther.e-
upon I fent my Complaint to their Lord, 

G 2 who 
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~~knowledged it was a great Impo­
fitiqp, bue he fent me word, " It was not 

'C iJii his Power ro oblige thofe (ort of 
" Peop~ to do me Jufiice; for by the 
" (l:randing of the Dutch Ship, they had 
" gOt fo mf\oy Goods, that it had made 
CC them rich and proud; and !hould he go 
" about to force them to bring up my 
" Goods at the ufual rates, they would 
cc forthwith quit the Country, and fly to 
"Appah." Being in thefe melancholy 
Circumfl:ances, impofed on by all hands, 
and without hopes of redrefs, an accident 
relieved me very unexpectedly. For a 
few days after this, the Lord of the place 

' fent for me; and going to him. he told 
me, " He had jufl: then received Advice, 
" that an EngliJb Ship was arrived in the 
c. Road of Whidaw; and he de fired I 
cc would fend my Boat there, to perfuade 
" the Captain to come to 'Jaqueen." I 
anfwered, "I did not doubt but that Ship 

, cc was the Italian Galley, Captain Dagge, 
" who was known to him; for I had 
" expected him fome time, his Ship be­
"longing to the fame Gentleman a. 

" miner 



) 

and the SIav~ 'Trade. ( . I ,. 
cc mine did: B~t fin;ee I hacf , re(;'C-1ved .!, 

« . fuch bad u[age from him and ~s P~o-
« pIe, he could not expeCt I would b! fo ' 
({ imprudent as to advife the Captail~ 
" who was in the fame Intere£b,.with me, ---
c, to come and receive the like Treat- ') 
« ment: Adding, If I fent my Boat, it . 
" iliould be to defire Captain Dagge to 

" {by at Whidaw, and fend a Meifenger 
<~ to the King of Dahome, to repre[ent 
c' the u[age ~I had met with from him; 
" t~o ', to let him fee how 10Ih I was to 

" give any Offence that way, I fhould 
« intire!y forget what was pail, if he 
« would make me eafy." ,This immedi- / 
ately brought him to do me Juilice: He 
took his u[ual Cuilom that very day, and 
the following went himfelf to the Sea , 
fide, to the Town,s where the 'Porters 
lived, and perfuaded them to carry my 
Goods at the ufual rates . 

Soon after thie I received a Letter from~" 
Captain Dagge, defiring I would let him 
)mow how Affairs ilood at Jaqueen. Hav~ 
ing informed him of all matters, he con:­
dud.ed, it would be for our Owner's In .. 

G 3 tere~ 
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)'ftereh: if he fiayed ~ Wlsidaw. where he 

~ ,, ' ha{ gr/ at Succefs; for that People being 
,. in a fiarving Condition, and obliged to 

, I lell their Servants and Children for Money 
and CooM;- to buy Food from their Neigh-

1, ' bours of Popoe; his Ship was [oon filled • 
I with Negroes, .and he had the good fortune 

of to fail from the Coafi three days before 
me. Not long after the Arrival of Cap­
tain Dagge. I "vas taken ill of a Fever; 
my Surgeon, a very eminent Man for 
Trade as well as his Profeffion, died in a 
few days after my being taken ill; and 
the rainy Seafon coming on, my white 
People both on board and on Shore grew 
fickly; and ~o add to my Misfortvnes • 

./ the King of Dahome's Traders began to 
grow troublefome and impofiog. Indeed 
I had one Comfort in this Difirefs; 
namely, that tho' I was two days together 
without a white Man in the FaCtory with 

I me, (occafioned by the Sickne[s) yet I had 
J nothing fiole from me, which I believe 

was owing to the fevere Charge given by 
the King to the Lord of J4queen and his 
Brother. to take.care of me and my Goods. 

But 
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But as to the King. of "bahome's Trai)ers, I -[ 

when I objected to them my Agreement ../ 
with their Mail:er, producing the Writ-
ing I had ma.de in his Prefli:nce, and calling ~ 
the Linguiil: to wirnefs, that I was not to 

take any Slaves but fuch as I liked; yet ) 
it fignified nothing: For tho: the Interpre-
ter was Co honeil: as to own it, yet he was 
as impofing as any other~ pretending d!,~ 
King's Orders for what they Jid. Nay, 
I began at lail: not to t-hink my felf fafe. 
one of the Traders being fo infolent as to 
prefent his Fufil at me, for refufing to 

take his bad Slaves. For tho' they came 
to trade, yet they were always armed wirh ,v 
Sword and Dagger, and a Boy carried ~ 
their Gun for them.. Thefe People were] 

. far different from the Traders we ufed t9 
deal with at Whidaw: For thefe came al­
ways in a moee-fl: manner to deal with us, 
and tho' fometimes lowed them Goods 
on my Notes for ten days together, be­
caufe the badnefs of the Sea prevented 
our landing thent; yh they !hewed no 
Uneafinefs' about it: Whereas, on the 
'Contrary, thefe Dahome Traders would 

G 4 come 
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~):-- con¥' ten times a day~ twith their Notes; 

, tho' they were fenfibJc the Sea was fo 
. great on the Shore, that we could land 

; - -no Goods. And w hen I expoftulated 
with them, about the needlefs trouble 

(' they gave me and themfelves, in ,:oming 
fo often to me to rctad their Notes; it not 

~ 

being in my Power to pay them, 'till I 
could g.et goods landed; they angrily re­
plied, " They did notlike a bit of Paper 
" for their Slaves, becauf6 the wriring 
'\ might vaniili from it; or elfe the Notes 
" might be loft, and then they lhould 
" loCe their Payment." Upon that I 
ufed to !hew them my Book, telling them 
their Notes were entered therein, and 
!hould they loCe them by any Accident, 
yet I would pay them by my Book: And 
as to the writing it would never go off 
the Paper; but this did no ways fatisfy 
them. r About this thnefeveral Portuguift'Ships 
arri ved in the Road of Whidaw, and ftay'd 
there, on a profpeCl: of the Counrry's be­
ing fertled again; for the King of D(lhamt 

V b;l(~ perm·in~d a gr.eat number of the 
COPlmOQ 
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common People Iff return, and theyJbe- r 
gan to build them 'Roufes near the El1gliJb "'-' 
and French FortS, But fometime after it 
appeared, that it was only done to decei;t 
the Europeans. However the King of 
Dahome being defirous of the Portuguefe ~ 
Gold, which they bring to"purchafe Ne-
groes ~ith, his Majefi:,y fent a gr::at many K 
Slaves down to Whzdaw, which made 
Trade dull with u; at Jaqueen. For t,ho' 
formerly gn~at Numbers came to this 
place, from other Nations now defi:royed~ 
by the Dahomes, there remains at prefent 
only one CDun~ry called ' Lucamee, lying 
towards the Norrh-Eafr, for the Jaqueem 
to trade to. Which Nation, by means 
of a wide River, 'has e[caped being made 
a Conquefi: to the barbarous and cruel 
J)ahomes. As I was in this melancholy 
frate, one day, myoId Acq1Jaintance the 
Captain (who had been [0 civil to me at 
tpe Camp) came to viht me ; and the ,/ 
Linguifl: not being in the w ay, I made 
ufe' of a little black Boy, who [poke prerry 
good EnglijlJ, and was entertained by me ' 
jp the Factory as a Servanr, to be my 

5 Inter~ 
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A ~ ~ ~~nt of Guinea, J Inte~reter; ordering "~m to tell the 
~ Captain my Grievancb, for which he' 

feemed concerned. He told me he was a 
-' --;;;arlike Perf on, and fa had no Knowledge 

of the Affairs of the Traders; but he was 

"' " confident the Jaqueens were not tolerated 
in fuch things by the; King. Then 
I bid the litde Boy further inform him, 
That the Traders very much impofed 
upon the military Gentlemen of his 
Country, in felling them Mufkers bought 
out of the French FaClory, for the. fake 
of a fmall Prefent. The[e being made in 
imitation of Englijh Arms, were rent to 
the King, as if bought from me, by 

V which means a bad repute was brought 
on our Arms; becau[e the French Guns 
{plit in firing, and hurt the Soldiers; which 
is owing (0 their not being proved as ours 
are, with a good load of Gunpowder, be-
~fore they are put into a Stock and finilh­

/ -ed. I obferved, this very much moved 
him, [0 I made him a Pre[ent of fome 
things, with a promife of a greater Re­
wards if he would go [Q the King, rod Jet 
his Majefty know my Complaints. So 

having 
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having confidered '{1fe matter a little wUile, 
he agreed to go, ::harging tpe little Boy 
to keep the thing fecret, on pain of be-:-_._ 
ing pur to cruel Torments if he divulged -
it ; and I foon after experienced the good ~ 
lYfelts of his ]ou"";ney. -- - -

The People of' Jaqueen, as I mentioned 
before, were in very uneafy Ci\-cumfian­
ces. The King of Dahome being informed 
of it, reColved to fend the great Captain 
to their Lord; to fettle all things to their 
Satisfaction. The Captain my Friend 
being got ~o the Camp befbre the Great 
Captain fet out, and acquainting the King 
with my Complaints, it much incenfed 
him againfi the Traders, and he caufed 
the great Captain to gO' forthwi th to Ja­
queen, to fettle all matters. He made 

, fuch hafie, that he brought the firfi news 
of his coming himfelf; and becau[e he 
had a great Retinue, on the firfi report of 
his arri val, theInha bi ran ts of J aqueen were 
going to fly to Appah; I:lelieving he was 
come in a hofiile manner : But he [oon 
made them eafy, ordering the far greater 
part of his People to remain on the other 
- fide 
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fide't'Of the River, \.. ",iNch runs on the 
~~ back part of the To~n; and he came 

only with one hundred Auendants into 
_ ---1'he place. Upon the firft notice of his 

coming, the Duke, Brother to the Lord 
.( of Jaqueen, went to receive him; and all 
• the white Gentlemen in the T o wn, both 

~erchantl1 a;d Commanders of Ships, 
aiI"embled at the Door of the Dutch Fac­
tory, to falute him as he pafs'd by [hat 
Houfe. He was conduCted to the Duke's 
Court, with all the Honours the place could 
pollibly afford. His Retinue 'was lodged 
l)ear my FaB:ory, which proved a great 
difturbance to me; for they made a dif­
mal noife with their muG.cal Infiruments, 
both night and day; but on my com­
plaining of it, they were afterwards re­
moved. 

'It [eems the Great Captain, at his fid} 
coming into the Town, had given orden. 

I ..... ~ if to [orne of his Officers, to [eize all the 
, .~ Dahome Traders. But by means of [orne 

Friend they had in their Retinue, norice 
was given them; whereupon feveral of 
them fled. However, about ten were 

·feized~ 
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'feized, and imm~diately rent in lro6s to 
the King: And the Duke, brother to the . 

. Lord 'Of Jaqueen, told me afterwardc, 
" T~at when the Great Captain began 

-" to talk of Buune(s with him, the tirft" 
" Quefiion he a£ked, was, Whether the 
.' Traders had u(ed me ill t To which he 
tc replied in the affirmative; Adding, He 
" was in my Fattory, when one of them 
« pre(ented his Piece' at me, betaufe I 
" refufed to buy the bad Slaves brought 
" by him," The great Captain upon that: 
alked him, " Why he fuffered me to be 
fo ufed? To which the Duke anfwered, 
" That' not only he himfelf, but his Bro­
" ther, had been treated by them with 
" great Infolence; and 'tnat they were 
" afraid to reCent it, for fear -they {bonld 
., reprerent their Attions in a bad Light 
" to the King." 'On this account the 
Great Captain [aid, they had calked enough 
upon that Point. 

We underfiood afterwards, that this 
great Man, at his return to the King; 
acquainting him with the Miibehaviour of 
the Traders, his Majefiy ordered the Per-

[on 
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fon 'who prefented hi!!,Piece at me, to ~ 

-X beheaded, with another, who had highly 
infulted me at the fame time: And the 

".- ochers were kept in bonds, fed only with 
Bread and Water j and whenever it rained, 
they were put out into the Prifon Court, 
and expofed rill it had done raining. By 

. this I found, that the Traders and the 
Linguift had iliamefully belied the King i 
however, in Prudence I did not think fit 
to complain of the Inrerpreter, but only 
chid him in private; at which he was fa 
frighted, that he left me, when the great 
Captain returned to their King. 

The next day after this Great Man's 
arrival, all the white Gentlemen in the 

\ place went to wait on him at the Duke's 
Houfe, carrying hi,m Prefents j and I went 
amongft the reft. Upon my taking leave. 
I invited him to dine with me at my Fac­
tory the next day. He came accordingly 
with many Attendants, one of whom he 
admitted with the Duke, (0 fit at Table 
with us. He feemed to be much pleafed 
with the Victuals, efpecially with a Ham ; 
and was much furpri;z;ed when Ito)d hi~, 

it 
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it was pare of a Hog that had been killed 
fix Months ago. I was [0 much diverted 
Eo fee him handle a Fork, which it [eems 
he had never u(ed befere, that I could 
hardly keep my: Countenance, fa auk­
wardly did he manage it. Amongft other 
:lilhes there was brought to" the Table a 
Pye of minced meat. Of this he eat 
greedily, aiking me, " How it was pre­
t< pared ?,) I told him the manner; ad. 
IC ding it was done by my Wife, and be­
t, ing puc up in earthen Pans, it would 
" keep in [0 hot a Country as this was, 
" for fix Months at lea ft." He then aik­
me, How many Wives I had? « I told him 
" we were allowed by our Laws but one; 
on which he fell a laughing, faying, 
" He had five hundred, and wifhed £ifty 
« of them could prepare [uch meat for 
" him as mine had done." After this 
the Servants brought Bananas, with other 
Fruit of the Country, on Dt!ft Plates. 
Thefe Plates he was much taken with, 
and defired I would give him that he eat 
on, with the Knife, Fork, and Napkin 
he ufed. I told him he was welcome to 

all 
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all on the Table: Of which the Linguift 
had no fooner inform~d him, but hefpolr.c 
to his Servants, and they immediatel, 

[wept all away, fo fuddenly, (hat they had 
like to ha ve broke all the Plates; but they I 
luckilyefcaped. I put on a good Face 011 

the matter,' tho' I was fomething fur.­
prized to be [0 foon taken at my word, 

_ with tbe manner of it; fo I faid to him, 
" I would prefent him further with fome 
" Mugs and. Cups, which I called for." 

I had almoft forgot to relate another 
Circumfianctt, · full a~odd as this. When 
we firft [at down to ~inner, fome of hit 
principal Servants who fiood behind hit: 
Chair, would every now and then fnatch 
off his Plate, a Slice of Ham or Fowl; 
and obferving he did not rebuke them for 
it, I bid the Linguiff tell him, " His Ser­
" yams iliould not want for Victuals af­
" ter we had dined; for it was not the 
" white Peoples cufiom, to let their 
" Cuefis Attendants go home hungry;" 
fo he ordered them to be quiet for the 
future. 
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- " After dinner we drank Doth our Kings ~ >?t..3-­
healths j and he grew very merry, prefer- . 
ring Punch to other Liquors. When he 
took his leave of me in the Evening, he 
exprefs'd great Satisfattion at his Enter­
tainment : Moreover he told me, " He 
tc defign'd to go and fee the Sea the next 
" day, (which was about three Miles 
" off) and as he had never yet feen it:. 
'c nor a Ship, he iliould be glad of my i 
(( Company." But I was obliged to ex ... 
cufe my felf, on account of my lare 
III nefs , from which I was not perfealy 
recovered. So I told him, « I would 
.< order my Officer in the Tent, to enrer-
(c tain him in the bef\: manner he could ; 
c, and if he would be pleafed to go on 
" board my Ship to fee her, all pollible 
' c Care iliould be taken of him. ' 

r I muf\: now leave this great Man for a 
while, and give an Account of a remark­
able thing that happen'd whilil he was at 
the Sea fide. For the right undedland ... 
ing of it, the Reader is to know; ThaI: 
a few days before the great Captain came 
to 'J aquem1 the Linguif\: 'brought me two 

H Femal. 
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Female Nt'gro~s, fayi-ng, " The King de. 
" fired, I would buy them, and promit: 
" I would not let them be redeemed by 
" anyone that !hould offer to do it~" 

After I had viewed there Women, one of 
which was turned of fifty, and the other 
about twenty Years old, I told the Liftl. 
guift, " The firft was paft her Labou~ 
'C and not for my purpofe; but I wouldi 
" buy the othel'"." He replied, "Her 
" could not part them; adding, It woultl 
" highly oblige the King if I rook the" 
(, both:" But fufpeCting he made ufe . 
the King's Name, to get rid of an 01 
Woman, I refuied it, and he carried the 
away. I litrle furpeCted then what waul 
happen ro this poor Creature, which I 
ihall prefendy relate. 

The great Captain, as he had told me, 
went the next day to the Sea fide, accom­
panied by abundance of People who came 

.from the inland Country, which indeed 
they daily did in great Numbers, to fee 
fo rare a fight, now the ways were open 
to them. There lay then at Anchor, in 
the Road of Jaqueen, the Katherine Gal>-

ley 
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ley which I c9mmanded, being a fine' 
Ship of near three hundred Tuns bur': ' 
then; and two Portuguefe Veifelli. Thig 
fight exceedingly fur prized him, as 
well as did the Sea, which came tol­
ling and roaring with its Bil:lows on the 

. . . ' 
Shore; · [0 that he fro ad for fame time 
fixed ~s if he had been a Statue, till he 
heard the Guns fired from the Katherine, 
wherewith I had ordered him to be fa­
luted, on it fignal made frotn' our Tent. 
Being by the Nbife of' th~ Guns roufed 
out of his Aftonifhment; my Officer then 
invited him to go' to the Tent to dinner, 
which: he readily accepted. WhiIfr he 
was at dinner, he could not fit frill three 
minutes together, his Curiofity frill 
prompting him. to go and look on the Sea 
and Ships. 

As the Water near the Shore is very 
fhaHow, out Boats cannot approach nearer 
than within tWQ Cables length, fa that 
weare obliged to make ufe of Cannoes,~ 
which draw much lefs Water than our 
Boats, to land our Goods: And alfo the 
frefh Water for the Ship's ure, is rafred 
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in Caiks by Ropes from the Boats. Thd 

. great Man was fo pleafed with the ftghr; 
that he went too near the Sea to fee it j in 
which inftant a Wave coming with great 
force, reached him fo, that with the fur. 
prize he fell on his back;' by which 
Accident fo~e faIt Water got into his 
Stomach. His Servants feeing him faU, 
immediately rUn to his Affifiance j and 
taking him up, carried him to our Teht, 
where he drank half a pint of Brandy, to 
qualify the faIt Water he had fwallowed 
down. Tho' he had met with this mif. 
chance, he ftay'd at the Tent till the 
Evening, and then left the place with 
reluCtance, to come to Town; fo much 
delighted waS he with this fight. It was 
flbout nine a clock al night when he re­
turned to Jaqueen. being ufher'd in with 
the hideous noiCe of their mufical Inftrn­
ments, and the Acclamations of the 
People. 

Soon after, one of his principal Servants, 
together with the Linguift, came to me, 
faying, " The Great Man had fent them 
.. to retura me thanks for the kind Enter-

" tainmcDI 
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~l tainment he had received at my Tent; ./ 
« that he defigned to fet out next day 
(' for the King's Camp, and lhould be 
~, glad co fee me before he went." 

The Servant being gone, the Linguifl: 
told me in private, "That the oldeft 
(C Woman whom I had r£fufed to buy, 
« had that day been facrificed to the Sea, 
" by order of the great Captain. For 
(' {he had highly offended the King, 
" and as I would not take her, his Ma­
f ' jefiy had -ordered her to be defiroyed 
" this way, in the room of another ViCtim 
" that was defigned for the fame Purpofe." 
I aiked him, What Crimes lhe had com­
mitted? He replied hafiily, " Did I think 
" he knew the King's Secrets? adding, 
" She had lived a long time in the Court, 
" with good Repute till now." I then 
wilh'd in my mind I had bought her ; 
but only faid to the Linguift, (' I Won­
" de red he lhould have a hand in fuch 
" Cruelty, having been bred up amonai1: ~ '" 

• b , 

" white People. To which he anfwer-
ed, " Great Mens Commands were not 
" to be difputed, efpecially there being 

H 3 " no 
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cc no one but himfelf of the Dahome~t 

" that durfi: go off in a Cannoe with her:~ 
Whereupon he told 'me the following 
Story; cc The Woman's Hands being tied 
" behind her, and her Feet acrofs,ihc; 
" was put into the Cannoe, and carried 
" off about· half a Mile from the 
" Shore: And then he ordered the'Row~ 
" ers to throw her: over board; which 
" they had no fooner done, but h~ faw 
"fome Sharks (voracious Fillies very 
" common in thofe Seas) tear her to pie~ 
~' ces ' in an infi:ant." On hearing this 
Account I pitied the Fate of this poor 
Crea ture, for I intirel y credited the Story, 

->f'- knowing ' full well the Barbarity of thofe 
People. But the next day I Was greatly 
furprized, with ' a Letter from' my chief 
Mate, informing me, that the Woman 
was on board our Ship: Which happened 
in this manner. It [eems, neither my 
People at the Tent, nor thofe in our 
Boats, which lay at the Moorings near the 
Shore, knew any thing of the real occa­
fIon of the Cannoe's going off. For the 
Woman was pm very privately into the .. , 

CanDoe~ 
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,Cannoe. They only thought the Linguift 
was gone, with a defign to fee [oine of 
the Ships. When he carpe on !hare 
again,one of our Boats went juft th,en from 
the Moorings, in order to go on board our 
Ship. Being got abot,lt half way? the 
Officer in the Boat fpied [o:'l1ething float­
ing on the Sea, which at his coming 
nearer, he perceived to be a human Body 
lying on its back; and now and then 
{purting Water out at the Mouth. This 
£howing it was frill living, he ordered it 
to be taken into ,the Boat, being bound 
in the [arne manner as the Lipguifl: had 
told me. Immediately they untied this 
poor Woman, chafed her Limbs, and 
rolled her Body about, whereupon ihe 
difcharged a good quantity offalt Water out 
of her Mouth. Then they carried her on 
board the Ship, not knowing in the leafr 
the occafion of her being in the Sea, and 
extremely wGlOdering £he had e[caped the 
Sharks, who are ufually [0 voracious, that 
when a dead Perron is thrown overboard, 
or a li~ing one falls into the Sea by Acci­
dent, they ~re in an infl:ant torn tq pieces 

H ' ' b t y 
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by thofe voraciolls Animals. So that this 
poor Creature feemed to have a miracu~ 
lous Efcape; and the knowledge of the 
greedinefs of thefe Sharks, I fuppofe, in~ 

duced the Linguifi: to tell me, that he 
actually faw her torn to pieces; verily 
believing it would fo happen, which his 
Fears would 'not let him ftay to fee, on 
account of the great [well the Billows of 
the Sea had at that time. 

Upon my receiving the abovementi­
oned account from the Mate, tho' pleas'd 
with the [afety of the poor Woman, yet 
it filled me wilh Apprehenfions, if the 
King of Dahome Qlould come to know 
it: For he might pretend, his Fetiche, or 
God, being difappointed of this Sacri­
fice by us, would revenge it on me, or 
at leaft oblige me [Q make up the Affair 
with large Prefents. So having confider­
ed of the matter, I writ to the chief Mate) 
to charge our People to keep the thing 
fecret; it being of the urmoft Con[e .. 
quence to us all to do it: Which they 
accordingly did. Some time after, going 
on board the Ship, I examined this Wo ... 

6 man 
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man by the Linguift, but {he would never 
confefs the reafon of (he King's difplea_ 
fure againft her j alledging {he knew not . 
that {he had in any refpett offended him. 
However, I found by the Linguifi, that 
he fufpected, it was on account of her 
affifting fome of the King's Women in 
their Amours. 

This Woman being a fenfible Perfon, 
did us good fervice in the Voyage. For 
lhe was known to feveral of the Negroes 
on board, and by her talking to and ad~ 
vifing them, made them eafy in their 
Minds: She obferved to chern, amongil: 
other things, " That as we had {hown 
" fuch Kindnefs to her, firil: in faving hel' 
" Life, and fince in taking care of her, 
" who might be reckoned an ufelefs Per­
" fon to us, on account of her Age; fo 
" they had all the reafon in the World 
c( to believe we were much better people 
" than their own Countrymen; and that 
,c the firange Stories they had been for­
c' merly told of white People, muft be 
(( falfe." The female Negroes, who ufed 
always (0 be the moil: troublefome to us, 

on 
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on account of the noire and clamour they 
made, were kept in fuch Ord~r and Dc:, 
corum by this Woman, that I had never 
the like in any Voyage before; And whelJ 
I came to Antegoa, Charles Dunbflr Efq, 
Surveyor General of Barbadoes, and the 
Leeward Ijlllfflds, on my Recommenda­
tion, bought her, and I was not a little 
pleafed!he had got fa generous and good 
a Mailer. 

But to return again to t4e gr~at Cap­
tain: When he was ready to depart from 
Jaqueen, all the Europeans in the Place 
waitep on him to the fide of the River, 
that runs on ~he back part of the Town. 
Upon taking leave I told him, ,( I wanted 
" but eigh ty Negroes to compleat my Car­
" go," and he promifed he woulq ac­
quaint the King with it; and I might 
be Cure his Majeily would fend them down 
to me forthwith. However, this did not 
happen according to my Expectation; for 
I underilood afterwards the King had no 

~ Slaves by him for fale, tho' he had great 
numbers of captive Negroes, which tilled 
his Grounds, and did other Work. For, 

it 
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it fee1Jls, after they are opce inrolled for J 
lhat Service, his Majefty never fen~ them, I 
unlefs they are guilty of very great . 
Crimes. ' ' , 

After the great Captain's departure, I 
was obliged co wait a long while for a dif­
patch; at laft the defired Time came, anq 
the King's FaCtors that brought the Ne­
groes ' behaved themfelves fo well towards 
me, that I had no reafon to complain of 
them. The principal amongft the~ told 
me, " The King was much furprized, 
" that I had not heen difpatch'd before; 
" and that his Majefty had puniihed thofe 
cc feverely, who had been the occafion~ 
" of my long fray at Jaqueen: That if 
" my Affairs would admit of my going 
" to the Camp, the King was defirous 
" to fee me again there, to difcourfe, and 
~' fettle Matters, for the mutual Intereft 
,( of himfel£, and the Europeans trading \ 
,e co his Country; for when I was with 
" him before, the great Hurry of Affairs 
" his Majefry had then on his Hands, did 
" not allow him fufficient time to talk of 
~~ Bufinefs." I defired the Gentleman to 

return 
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return the King my due Acknowledg­
ments for all his Favours; " and chat I 
~ , mould have been very glad and realiy 
" to have waited again on his Majefty al 
'" the Camp : But the bad {[ate of health 
" I was then inl did not allow it; of 
~, which h iR.lfelf being an E ye-Wirne[s, 
<c I de fired he would be pleafed to in­
C! form the King of it: Adding, I mould 
" not fail, on my arrival into England, 
" to tell my Countrymen who trade to 

1\/ " this place, how great and generollS a 
c' Prince I had been entenained by; hop .. 
" ing (if God ble[s'd me) to return again 
(, in a twelvemonth at fartheft." So 
having made the Traders [orne fm all Pre­
rents, they took their Leaves, returning 
many thanks for what I had given them. 

As foon as I had finimed my Affairs 
with thefe People, I waited on the Lord 

of J aqueen, and told him, " That hav­
" ing com pleated my Ship's Cargoe of 
" Negroes, I defign'd to go on board in 
cc two days time, de firing he would be 
" pleafed to pay me the ballance of an 
" account that was between us:: This 

he 
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he readily promifed, but never performed 
it. Moreover, the nexrday, baving paid 
his Brorher the refi of the Cufioms, and my 
Servants their Wages, my Store-houfe 
was [oon afrer plundered in a violent man-
ner: Bur, by good fonune, ther'e were in 
it, only things of fmall varue... I com .. 
plained Qf this Ufage, but had no Redrefs-:. 
However, I did not think proper to threa-
ten, as I had formerly done, "That i 
" would inform tbe King of Dahome of 
« it;" but quietly putting up the Affi'ont~ 
I went to the Sea fide the next day, where 
I was obliged to lie all night in our Tent; 
becaufe the Sea ran high on the Shore; 
but the next morning it being calmer, I 
got on board to my great Satisfatl:ion, hav-
ing, through the goodnefs of Providence~ 
compleared my Affairs, much beyond my' , 
ExpeCl:arioni confidering I had fo melan ... 
cholya Profpett, when I firft came to this 
Country. 

The firfi of July I727, we [ailed from f~ 
the Road of Jaqueen, having on board 
above 600 Negroes. I had a tedious PaG- '" 
fage to the W d/-Indies of feventeen Weeks. 

whif>h 
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which obliged us to flop at feveral places 
for Water and Provifion. Bue at length 
we arrived at Antegoa, where the Cargo' 
of Negroes (who had flood very well) 
came to a good Markee: And having lain' 
there fbr a C:xrgo of Sugars, we failed 
from thence ~' the latter end of February, 
and got fafe into the Rivet of Thames; 
the 25th of April 1728, having been fix­
teen Months on thi:s remarkable VOYAGE: 

I 
I 



and the Slave Trade. i i :f 

A 

SUPPLEMENT, 
Containing an Account oj what happened to 

the King and People ifWhidaw, and 
the Dahomes, }inte I c-ame away from 
thence, to the Time if my return thither 
in-the Month if February 1729-30. All 
which 1 was informed if, by Jome white 
Gentlemen if good Credit, who reJided at 
Jaqueen all the Time I was aijent. 

U p 0 N my coming to England, 
being in a bad State of Health, 
I defired leave of my Owner to 

fray .at home a Seafon, which he waS 
pleafed to grant me; and appointed Cap .. 
tain John Dagge to command the Ship I 
had bc;en in. He made a fuccefsful Voy­
age, and returned with her in the· Month 
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of Aug1fft 1729: As I was by that tim!! 
very well recovered, my Owner was pleaf" 
ed to fend me again (0 the Coaft of Gui. 
nea in ' the Katherine Galley. Having 
therefore fpent fome time on the Witzd· 
ward and Gold Coaji, I proceeded for Whi .. 
daw. In my way to that place I ftop'd at 
Great Popoe, which lies a few Leagu~ 
to the Windward of Whidaw. Being in-

, formed there, that the late King of Whi .. 
daw was near that place, with Captain 
Olfue, one of his principal Cabociers or 
Lords, on two barren [andy Wands, with 
many other People, I [em my firft Mate 
on Shore with a Prefent to each of them. 
He returned at night, with fome Qf the 
King's People, who brought me a Goat 
from him: Saying, " Their Mafter be .. 
" ing in a pobr Condition, had nothing 
" bener to fend me.~· And they having 
bought fome few things, I Cent them 
on Shore again. After they were gone, my 
Mate gave me the following account, 
" That the King and Captain q/lue, had 
(, with them many Thoufands of People; 
Ie who lived iu a miferable manner, (he 

mand. 
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Iilands they were on being fo barren; that j 
they produced nothing: But by means of. 
the Rivei' which feparated them from the 
Continent; they were very well fecured ./ -
from the Dahomeo Power; who not un­
der!l:anding the Management of Cannoes, ~ 
could bot invade them. Moreover, they 
had planted feveral great Guns, which 
fecured the Paires, :Co that they were in 
no fear of the Enemies. But then; on 
the other hand, they could not f9w Corn, 
or other Pulfe in that barren pl~e, but 
were [upplied with what they wanted by 
their Neighbours of Great and Little Po- K 
poe. However, this con!l:antly decreafed 
their Numbers, they being obliged to fell 
their Wives, Children, and Servants for 
Provifions and other necdfaries, becaufe 
they had no Money left. 

From Great Popoe I went to the Road 
'Of Wbidaw, where being informed there 
was linle Tra.de, 1 proceeded for Jaqueen, 
which is [even Leagues to -lhe na!l:ward 
of it; and anchored in that road the 20th 
of February 1729-30 ; At my going on 
Shore there, the King of Dahome's Agent 

I came 
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caine to fee me; and upon my en­
quiring after his Maller's welfare, b 
told me, " He would fend a Meifenger 
" co inform his Majelly of my Arrival: 

v f( But as the King was then in his own 
0( emmtry, far inland, it would be at 
" leaft twenty days before he could have 
" an Anfwer." At his taking leave, he 
promifed co let me know his Mafter's 
Pleafure on the return of the Meifenger. 
Accordingly he came to fee me again, 
about three weeks after his former vifit, 
and told me, " The King was very glad 
" to hear army being once more arrived 
" at Jaqueen; but as he was then far 
" within Land, tho' he was defirous of 
" feeing me again, yet he could not in 
" reafon require it: His Mafter being 
" fenfible, fuch a long Journey would be 
" neither fafe for my Health; nor fuit­
" able to my Bufinefs; but in cafe the! 
" Kingcame to Ardra,whilft I was at Ja­
" queen~ which is but two days journey 
" off, and where I had formerly been 
" with . his Majefty, he fhould be very 
!' -slad to fee me there once m6re." How-

ever, 
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ever, this not happening, I had not the 
Fortune to fee the King a {econd time. 

I now come to relate what I heard from 
fcveral whi te Gentlemen reiiding at Ja­
queen, ever llnce my former Voyage, cOli­
cerning the Whz'daws and the Dahomes. 
The King of Wbidaw, with abundance 
of his People, having fled to the Iflands 
formerly mentioned, the King of Dahome 
was difappointed ill his deiign of defiroy-
ing him, as he had always intended. So 
that he contented himfelf with keeping 
PoiTeffion of the Country of Whidaw, by <V' 

an Army encamp'd at Sabee, which Ipd 
been the principal place of the Kingdom, 
till defiroyed by him. But in time th is v/' 
Army being much dimini (11ed, it incou­
raged Captain OJlite to leave the Hlands, 
and fettle himfelf, with many of his Peo-
ple, near the French Fort, which is about 
four Miles from Sabee; believing the great • 
Guns therein would be a fufficientProtec-
tion from the 7)ahomes, in cafe they £hould 
offer to difiurb him. This Fort had a dry 
Ditch, with mud Walls made of the Earth 
that was dug out of it; and was a fquare 

I 2 place 
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place with Towers at each Corner, on 
. which were mounted feveral Cannons. 

and their Lodgings, Srorehoufes, and even 
their Magazine of Gunpowder, were co­
vered with Ruthes, according to the 
Cuftom of that Country; which occa· 
£loned a terrible Misfortune, as thall be 
imonediately related . 

., The King of Dahome being . informed 
of Captain Offue's return into his Coun­
try, reColved to fend an Army to drive 
him ou[; which the other having na­
tice of, retired with many of his People 
into the French Fort: Offue little thinkin 
at that time, that {he Governor was the 
occafion of his Enemies coming in or­
der to betray them. 

The next day after he and his Peopl 
were received into the Fort, the Dahoml 
Army came down, and being informed 
the French had given them ProteCtion 

r contrary to a fecret PromiCe their King 
had received from the Governor, they 

... utraulted the Fort. But having nothin 
but Cmall Arms to make their Auack, i 
would have availed little, bad noc lbe 

Thatc 
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Thatch of the HouCes within the Fort 
taken Fire. This Accident alarmed the . 
white Men, who knowing there was ~ 
great quantity of Gunpowder in thei~ __ 
Magazine, and no poffibility of fiopping 
the Fire, fled (0 the Englijh Fort, which 
was within Mufquet-Shot of their own, 
and fo faved themfelves: But the black 
People not being fo fenfible of their Dan-
ger, Cuffered very much by the blowin~ 
up of the Magazine, there being above , 
one thoufand of them killed, befides many "", 
wounded by this Accident. However, 
in the Confufion, and under cover of the 
Smoke, Captain O1Ji1e, and feveral of his 
People, efca ped to the EngliJh Fort: 
Where Governor Wi!fon, who then re­
fided there for the African Company, 
generoufly gave them ProteCtion; and to 
prevent Accidents, ordered immediately 
all the Houfes in the Fort to be un­
thatch'd, and by firing on the Dahomes 
with his Cannon, killed feveral, and kep.t 
the .. .eft at a difiance. 

The Dphomes having taken the French 
Fort, ilieltered themfelves therein; anq 

I 3 the 
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the next morning rent a principal· Man 
amongfi them to Governor Wilfoll, to 
know the rearon why he had fired on their 

_, Army. To which he an[wered, " That 
' " (hey having come down out of the 
" Country in a hofiile manner, without 
" giving himthe leafi notice, and atrack­
" ed his Neighbours the Frmch, he looked 
" on it as the common Cau(e of all the 

" , ';' Europeans renled there, who were 
" bound to affifi: one another." To this 
the Dahomes replied, " That when they 
" came down, they had no defign to at­
" tack the Frenr;h Fort, for the King had 
" no quarrel with the white Men: But the 
r< Governor having taken Captain OJlite 
<' and his People into the French Fort, 
t, contrary to h is Promife, it obliged them 
{, to at\: as they had done. At the fame 
lime they told the Governor to his Face, 
" Th{lt he had firfi [em to their King by 
" a French Surgeon, then refiding with 
'I their Mafier, to per[uade his Majefiy to 

" [end an Army down, to defiroy Cap­
~t rain q/fue and his People; promifing 

" at 
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( at the fame time he would give them 
, no Protection. "This the French Gover-
10r denied, but all that were prefent be-
ieved it to be too true; and by this means 
:1e let the Dahomes fee, that white Mel'i 
:whom they had before a high opinion 
)f) could be the bafefi of Vnlains, when II 
:heir Inrerefi tempted tbem thereto. For 
It was much fufpected: that the Gover-
nour had contrived the whole Affair, in 
order to fqueeze a large Sum of Money 
from Captain O./Jue to protea him, and for 
fome other infamous Views. However, he 
met afterwards with a fuitable Reward, 
being killed by the Whidaw~, whom he 
had fo much injured . 
. As foon as the King of Dahome was 

informed ot the taking of the French 
FOTt, he fent this Meifage to the French 
Governor; " that he had brought this 
" Misfortune on himfelf by his Perfidy, 
" for he had no quarrel to his Nation; 
" therefore he would order his Soldiers 
" to repair the ' Fort, which had been \I 

" greatly damaged by the Powder: Or if 
" he did not defire this, he might depart 

I 4. " widl 
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jed to the King of Whida7lJ, but now uo­
der the Dominion of the Dahomes, did' 
Dot efcape fo well. For not moving fo 
foon by two days as they did, ,the J-ors 

.. came up with him and his People, and 
took abundance of them, with all Appra­

v' gah's Riches;" and he himfelf was hardly put 
to it to efcape, with a few of his Servants. 

After this the J-oes marched on in quell 
./ of the Dahomes, but finding they were got 

into the thick Woods and Bullies, they 
incamped near them; making frequent 
AffauJrs, and ofcen taking fame of the 
Dahotne-s .prifoners. At la,it, they [0 di­
ftre!fed them, thlt for want of other Pro­
vifion, they Were obliged to eat many of 
theif own. Slaves. Yet the Dabomes pa­
tiently endured thefe Calamities, know­
ing the J-oes would be obliged ro reti're 
in a little time, on account of the rainy 
Seafon that was approachiIlg, and for 
want df Forage: Accordingly they were 
obliged to retire [oon after; and the Va.-

~ homes thell · returned to their own Coun..' 
try, and rebuilt their Towns again. 

During thefe Misfortunes ' 'of me Da. 
4 homes, 
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homes which lafted feveral Months, va· , 
rious Reports came tp Wbidaw. Some­
times it was faid, " That the King of 
" Dabome was killed ;" But that was again , 
contradiCted; And it was repoi'red, " he had' 
" 10ft [0 many of his People, tsat he never 
" could be again in a Condilion to difturb 
" his Neig,hbours;" and this was [0 cur­
rently believed tbat no one dou bted of it . . 

About this time, which was in the 
beginning of July 1729, Governor Wtf­
ron departed from Whidaw, in order to 
return to England. He left in his room 
one Mr. <{ ejiefo/e, who had reuded there '; ... ,1- > Ie. 
many Years, but was no ways equal to 

him in Prudence and ConduCt, as his un-
happy Fate will afterwards !bow. For 
tho' this PerCon had been often at the 
King of Dahome's Camp, where he was 
always u[ed with great Civi1i[y, yet now 
bel ieving that King was [0 fa r reduced, 
that the People of Wbidaw had nothing k 
more to fear from him; he too baftily 
advifed their King, to leave the barren 
Hlands wherein he had fled with his Peo-
ple, and come and take again Poffeffion 
of his Country, Here-
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Hereupon the King of Whidaw refolv~ 

to return; and, to provide againft the e 
v wod~, he detlred his Neighbours of Pop« 

to lend him fome of their Forces; which 

I 
!hey readily did. For thefe People, witb t 
all the Coafl-Negroes, mortally hate the. 
Dahomes, 0)1 account of their Cruelty, ami 
their ~arbarity in eating human Fleili~ 

And, betides that the Popoes are little 
afraid of the Dahomes Power, becaufe they 
live ~n Iflands, they n.ow atlified the Whi. 
daws out of Policy ~ thinking, if they 

j 
were reinflated jn their Country, Trade 

1 would foon revive, which had been fo 
long interrupted on account of the War. 
So they rent them fame thoufands of their 
People; and at their Arrival the King of 
Whidaw joined them with his Forces. 
Tho' he was a v~ry fat unwieldy Man, 
yet he marched at the head of his Army, 
which confified of about fifteen thoufand 
Men, including the Popoes, and incamped 
in his own Country for forne time, near 

the Englijh and Frtnch Forts. This the 
Dahomes knew nothing of; for they had 
fu mean an opinion of the Whidaws, that 

4- . ~the1 

\. 
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they never thought t~ey would attempt 
to fettle again in thdir own Country: 
Neither had they,lince the departure of the 
J-oes, fem any of their EeG-p-le to the Sea 
fide, having been employed in repairing 
their Towns, and about osher Affairs. 
Thefe being near finillied, the King 
of Dahom~ fent fame of his :rraders 
down with Slaves, to the Englijh and 
French Forts : But his People were much 
furprifed to fee fuch an Army of Whidaws 
incamped near them. So they returned 
in great hafte to inform their King, who 
upon the receipt of this News, was greatly 

embarafTed; for he had loft many of his 
beft Soldiers whiHl: the fJ-oes remained in 
his Country, and kept him fo lon.g in the 
Bullies. Moreover, his Majefty had lately 
fem an Army into the inland Country, 

to take Slaves: For as I have formerly ~ 
obferved, he drives no regular Trade in "* 
Slaves, but only fells fueh as he takes in 
his Wars. 

Being in this State of Perplexity (when 

he had not a futbeient Number of Sol .. 

d,jer~ 
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diers to encounter the Whidaws and ~ 
poes together, and, on the other hani 
could not bear to fee himfelf braved bf 
fuch a cowardly Race as the Whidaw~ 
his Policy extricated him out of this Di 

g)fiCUity. He ordered 2. great number 
/l Women to~ be armed like Soldiers, a 
~ appointed Officers to each Compan 

with Colours, Drums and Umbrellas, ac 
.cording to the Negroe Failiion. Thea: 
ordering the Army to march, the W 
Soldiers were placed in the Rear, to 
vent Difcovery. When they came in 
of the Whidaw Army, the laner 
much furprized (0 fee fuch Numbers 
Dahome Soldiers, as they fuppofed rn,>rn\.' 

all to be, marching againft them: 
they had much depended on the tf'lrrnp, ... 1 

Reports, that they were [0 far reduced, 
not to be able (at leaft fo foon) to 

made Head againft them. At this UlnOA.- ,.' 

peeled fight the Whidaws were divide. 
Some wt;re for retiring back to the 
Wands; bur others who were commanded 
by Captain q/lzte, with the POPOl'S, were 
for fighting. During this Difpure, the 
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Dahome Army marched on boldly, and 
Captain OjJzte, with the Popoe General, 
as bravely advanced co meet them; and 
attacked their right Wing [0 briikly, that 
they drove them for [orne time before 
them. But the Whidaws who were with . 
the King, at that infiant cowardly fled; 
tho'his Majefiy ufed his utmofi endea vours 
and Intreaties to fiop them, and at lafl: 
wounded feveral with his Lance, to 
oblige them to [econd Captain OJ/ue's 
People: But all in vain. This being ob­
ferved by the lefi Wing of the Dahomes, 
they fell on the Rear of 0ifue's Soldiers, 
and loon obliged them and the Popoes, to 

fly in their turn; which the King of 
Whidaw perceiving, and being [0 very 
unwieldy and fat, he had no other way 
to [ave his Life, bur to fly into the dry 
Ditch of the Englijh Fort; where, by the J' 
help of two of his Sons, his Majefiy got 
over the Wall, and [0 e[caped the fury 
of his Enemies: But many of his People 
were killed, and others taken. 

Mr. r tjlifOle, the Governor, was at a 
great 10[s how to act on this occafion. 

For 
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For he forefa w the Dahomes would de .. 
mand the King, and infifi on his being 
delivered to them, as foon as they thould 
know he was in the Forr. Which if he 
rtfufed to do, he was fenfible, they could 
oblige him ,in time to do it, by fiarving 
him. Moreover, he could not but fufiain a 
great 10fs by the Interruption of Trade. 
So the Governor perfuaded the King to 
leave the Fort that Night, and he hap­
pily efcaped to his barren lflands again. 
However, the King of Dahome was after­
wards fully informed of all this, and like­
wife that the Governor had been the prin­
cipal occafion of the Whidaws endea vour­
ing to regain their Country: Which he 
highly refented. 

The Dahomes, after this. retired from 
about the Forts, and, leaving a fmall Ar­
my at Sabee, returned to their own 'Coun­
try; where many Banditd of other Na­
tions reforring to t.hem, their King, in a 
few Months, found his Strength and Power 
as much increafed,as when he fled from the 
J-oes. But the Countries-being laid walle 
far and near by his former Wars, tho' 

he 
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he h~s large Territories of many hundred 
Miles, and as fine a Country under his 
Dominion, as any in the Southern Parts 

I29 

of Africa; yet he is only a great King in 
name for want of SubjeCts, by reafon. of )i 
his ha ving defrroyed in fo cruel a manner'\Jt/ 
the Inhabitants of all the Places he has )\ . 
conquered. This has obliged many hun­
dred thoufands to fly from his Arms, 
into foreign Countries; that are by Situa­
tion fecured from his ram bling Bands, 
either by great Rivers, Mountains or 
Lake's. 

He has aCted !inee as impolitiek a part 4t 
in another mauer. For he,gave his word 
to a great number of the former Inhabi­
tants, If they would return again into 
their own Country, they ihould q uietl y 
enjoy it, upon paying a certain Tribute. 

, On this many thoufands returned into the 
Kingdom of Ardra, where they built 
Houfes, fowed Corn, and planted Pota- { 
toes; bue no fooner were there poor Peo-~ 
pie fenled, than the Dahomes furprized 
them, and killed or took captive all thac 
could not 5feape from th~m . The King 

K having-
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baving thus broken his promife, I be· 
lieve no others will ever venture to trull 
him: And the Country, in all Probability, 

."... will !:..f:main_ tlninhabited, durin[ his Life: 
M2reover, by this means the Trade --at 
Whida70 is almoft ruined; for the far in­

l lano -People having now no Markets to 
carry their Slaves to, as formerly, and 

• the Dahomes ufing no Trade but that of 
War, few Negroes are now brought down 
to be fold to the Europeans. 

-;If, Whether it was the badnefs of Trade, 
! occafioned by the Dahomes aCling in this 

manner, or any thing elfe, that enraged 
L-

Mr. 'I'efteflle againft them; he was [0 im-
prudent, that on all Opportunities he 
ufed their People ill, when they came to 

the Englijh Fort: And at laft whipped 
one of their principal Men at the Flag­
Staff; and upon his complaining of this 
great Indignity, 'I' ejlefole ra fil I y replied, 
He would jeY'Ue his King in the fame man­
ner if he was in his Power. All this be­
ing afterwards reported to his Majefty, 
it highly offended him: And he faid, 
ee Surely this Man muft be full of Malice 
. " againft 
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" againft us, elfe he could never have fo 
" fuddenly forgot our former Kindneifes 
'c to him." 

The King upon this ordered his People 
to watch fo; an Opportunity to furprize 
the Governor, and make him Prifoner; 
and his Imprudence foon made him fall 
into their Hands in the following man­
ner. There was a French Captain who 
had a Factory, at fome diftance from the 
Englijb Fort: This Gentleman had hee.n 
drinking with the Governor all night, and 
when the day came, he perfuaded Mr. 
'I'efl~fole to go and drink Coffee with him 
at his Factory. The Dahomes, who were 
on the Watch, feeing him go [0 the 
Frenchman's Houfe, went and furrounded 
it, demanding to have the Governor de­
livered to them. This the Captain at 
firfl: refufed, but they threatning to burn 
his FaCtory; he told them, He would 
forthwith bring him our. So he went 
into the Houfe, and advifed Mr. 'I'lleJo/e 
to make his Efcape; which he ' refuling 
to do, the Captain put him by force into 
a large Cheft, and lock'd him 111: Then 

K 2 he 
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he went out, and told the Dahomes, ,< He 
" could not find the Governor, and that 
" he believed he had efcaped." This fo 
enraged tbem, that they fired a Piilol at 
the Captain, which {hot him in the Arm, 
and thereupon broke into his Houfe, 
where they at lail found the unfortunate 
Man in the Cheil; whom they took out, 
tied his Hands and Legs, and putting him 
into a Hammock , fent him away to their 
King, who was at that time encamp'd up 
into the COU,qy, four daysjollrney off. 

Th:s unh<'.ppy Gentleman flattered 
him{elf, that the former Kindnefs the 
King had (hown for him, would now 
[ave him; but his MajeO:y was [0 highly 
offended, that he would not vouchfafe to 

fee him; fo that he gave himfelf up for 
100:. However, a few days after this he 
was rent down to Sabee, about four Miles 
from the Fort, where he was given to un. 
derO::llld, " If he w0l!ld write to the Per­
" ion lhac commanded in his Abfence, 
" for feveral things, which they named, 
" for his Ranfom, that on [heir being 
" Ltn t he {hould have his Liberty. 

This 

. { 



. . 
\ L the Slave Trade. 

This he readily complied with, and 
they initantly allowed him more Free­
dom, permitting two of his own Negroe 
Servants to wait on him; "(0 that he began 
to be eafy in his Mind: But the Scene fo-on 
changed; for on their receiving the Things 
he had writ for, and which were of a COI1-

fiderabJe Value, there cruel bare Villa ins 
feized his Perron, and made his BJdy fait 
to Stakes drove in the Ground: Where~ 
fpreading him on his Belly, they with 
{barp Knives cut open his Arms, Back, 
Thighs and Legs in {everal places, and 
filled the Wounds with a mixture of 
Limejuice, Salt and Pepper mixed toge­
ther; which put him to inexpreilible 
Torment. However, they foon after put 
him out of his pain, by curting off his 
Head. Then they cut his Body in pie­
ces, broiled them on the Coals, and eat 
them. 
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Thus this poor Gentleman loft his 
Life in a terrible manner. And tho' the 
King of Dahome has fince denied to [orne 
white People, "That he gave Orders (0 ~ 
" have him put to death;" His Majefty 

K 3 faying, 
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faying, by way of Excufe, cc He only told 
'e fome of his principal People to carry hini 
. , to Sabee, and there do with him what 

" they thought fit, not fu[peCting they 
" 'Would have ufed a white bendeman iii 
" fuch a mal-lner;" Yet it is not to be doubt· 
ed but they knew their Mafier's Mind coo 
well in this Affair. For his Majefiy pu':' 
nilhed none of thofe that were ACtors in 
this cruel Tragedy; tho' it was earnefl:ly 
infifl:ed on. Nay fome of them that eat 
part of his Fleili, have been fince fa au-

} dacious, as to tell feveral Portuguefl Gen­
tlemen, that talked with them about it, 
" That Englijh Beef was very good." 

After Mr. TeJleJole's unhappy Fate, two 
white Men running away from the Eng­
lijb Fort, one of them went to the King 
of 'Dahome, and informed him, (, There 
" were but four white People left in the 
.' place, [0 that he might eafily take it." 
The King replied, ,( He had no quarrel 
" with the Ellglijh Nation; for what had 
.( been done to the late Governor, he by 
" his Imprudence had broughton him[elf: 
,e And he hoped, the African Company 

" would 
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(C wcuJfeQd a fitter Perf on to command 
" the Fort for the future." 

Sometime after this the King of Da- · /­
home coniidering he !hould certainly be 
invaded again by the J-oes, as foon aSjhe 
Seafon permitted them to march, and . 

dreading very much their pc3wer, he fen~ . /' 
Embaifadors with large Prefents to their · ~ 
King, t~gethel' with one of his handfomefr 
Daughters. Thefe were civilly received, I 

and had the good fortune to fucceed in their 
Negotiations. For they fo gained fome 
great Men about the King, by prefentrng 
them with large pieces of Coral (which ., 
the J-oes efteem above all things ) that 
by their means an advantagious Peace 
was obtained for their Mafter, and they 
w~re civilly diCmiifed with handfom~ 
Rewards. For a Confirmation . of they--­
Peace, the King of J-oe rent, a little 
while after, one of his Daughters to the 
King of Dahome for a Wife; and !he was 
received \vith great Joy by the KilJg and 
his People. 

At my'ioing on Shore at Jaqueen, the 
latter end of February 1729-3°: I was 

K 4 inrormed 
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informed of all that I have ~ere\~elatcd; 
and tho' I found Trade very 'dull, yet all 
the white Gentlemen reliding at that 

l) 
place, were full of Expectations, That, 

1- no,yv a Peace was concluded be-~ween the 
'J-oes and the Dahomes, we {hould foon 
have a great"many Negroes brought down 
for Sale. But tho' I was there above two 
Months, Trade did not mend in the lean: 
A~d I a"'m afraid ic will noc for -many 

/ 

Years, becaufe of the great DeftruCl:ion 
·of the Inhabitants of the neighbouring 

. Countries, who ufed co carryon a regular 
:I- Trade with the far inland People: Nei-

~ ther will thofe that had the good fortune 
to efcape the Dahomes Crueley, dare to 

f t·eturn during the Life of the prefent Con­'* queror, whofe Perfidioufnefs and Trea­
chery they have often experienced. 

I {hall conclude this firft Book with an 
account of a Misforcune that befd me by 
Fire, whilft I was at Jaqueen. The re~ 
larion, if I mifiake noc, may be acceptable 
to the Reader, and give him a (rue no­
tion of the Buildings, and [orne ocher 
Matters amongft the Negroes. 

The 


