TAMALE

'\ \5. ,V/ﬁ’" /
. N l
5N *
¥ N T
\‘ - = . -
\ o g
-"l “,
,.- " :
.
2
.’
- !
.I
!
!
]
g
{
L

AGoGo

Kanango




\
7 \
F — = \
g o ! T £ T &= \
~
%
), —_— M.u\
R Al
q1 Y A
e
S2A0p 1SVOD 919D A
A3
¥ Hd
s, .“ = =N
=F
B \
, / \
// N\
"
/// o
\
//
=
<
i
‘NEBGQTIIHO ONI ] SaAN i

WNLNOodw YNIaNNQ¥ung sifPpuriOvoov

L




A STUDY OF cHILD
TRAINING IN AGOGoO i




N

 CLOTHING AND SELF-EXPOSURE.
SEX DISTINCTIONS.

RELATIONS WITH BROTHERS AND SISTERS.
15  RELATIONS TO PARENTS. |

% ka6 | RELATIONS TO ADULTS OTHER THAN PARENTS.
# Rl POSSESSIONS.
18 SPEECH.,
P GAMES, SONGS AND STORIES.
'™ 20  womk.

ADOLESCENCE.
CONCLUSIONS.
APPENDIX.



INPROBUGCZ2ION.

This essay is written about Child Training in Agogo.

- This place is a village in the Ashanti Akim District on the north
eastern side of xunaef:gtout forty miles from the latter. Also,
it is eighteen miles away from Konongo, & gold mining town on

~ the Accra-Eumasi Railway line. Agogo is situated on the
Kintampo-Koforidua range of mountains and thus its climate is

- feirly cool. The village is more or less surrounded by hills and,
there is a clear view of it obtainable from the Government Rest
House on one of these hills, on the northern side.

From there a person can see that the village is very well
planned. There are mud huts and concrete houses . The
following can be seen: a market in the centre of the village; a

" church with spire and its square; smoke from incinerators; solita-
ry buildings which are latrines; schools; buildings embedded in
their green lawns on the outskirts of the town,and, above all the
blue sky above the faintly discernible people moving in the houses
and open spaces.

The history of this village goes as far back as 1660 when
Obiri Yeboa, the Uncle of Osei Tutu was ruling over the Ashantis.
The first chief of the Agogos, called Ofori Kobon, and two brothers
of his, Fekaji and Nto Nipa, were living at Esumenja in Ashanti.
During this time, they heard of the Kingdom of Atara Finam, a
great Guan chief who was ruling over all the Afram Plains. The
three brothers gathered forces and fought against Atara and
defeated him and his people. They, therefore, divided up the land:
Fekai took lands.round Kumawu; Nto Nipa those around Kwaman and
Ofori Kobon those of Agogo. Each founded his town on his land,
and the inhabitants of these three places have ever since been on
friendly terms.

Foodstuffs such as cocoyam, yams, plantain, cassava, tomatoes,
pepper and onions are produced. The cash crop of the place is
mainly cocoa. Thereba handful of people who pursue such occupa-
tions as carpentry, masonry, blacksmith, goldsmith, tailoring,
shoemaking, snail hunting, petty-trading, pottery, driving and

clerical jobs. The drivers ply between Konongo and Kumasi
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ause Agogo is a road head,and apart from Eonongo which is

1n3&p only important Railway Station for Agogo, there is no proper

- road to any other place.

-II There is a hospital in this town, which was started in 1930.

It is run by Basel Missionaries and the staff is made up of

~ German and Swiss Doctors, Laboratory workers, nursing sisters and
midwives and African dispensers, nurses and ward assistants.

¥ ﬂince this is a mission hospital, the constant preachings, singing

and praying have done a lot to uproot some of the superstitions

connected with the lives and jllnesses of the people in the town.

Patients from all over the Gold Coast attend the hospital
and are for some time the guests of one or the other of the towns-
foilk. Such people having other cultures and modes of 1life also
have influence on the life of Agogo people.

Another great force of influence in this village is that of
the Presbyterian Women's Training College along with the Girls'
School. In it, school girls and students from all over the country
are trained. They go to the town every Sunday for service and
therefore influence those they see in form of dressing, singing
and other forms of manners. The Red Cross members and the Girl
Guides from the School and College have contact with the town-
folk through their different activities i.e. bathing dirty children
on the streets, teaching both young and adult illiterates to read
and write, teaching young adolescents how to sew, and dressing of
children's sores etc,

With respect to religion, there are about six denominational
churches in the village. They are listed here according to their
importance and magnitude in the town. Presbyterian, Roman Catho-
1ic, Methodist, 'Faith', Jehova Witness, Christ Apostelic. PFetishsm
i8 still in existenge but is not &s dominating as it used to be
some twenty years ago. Usually, the children tend to take up
the kind of religion that their parents practise. School pupils
who have heathen parents are, however, faced with both the Chris-
tian rel<gion and fetishsm,

Por the children of Agogo, there are four Primary Schools

and two Middle Mixed Schools. All these were put up within the
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CHAPTER 1.

ATTITUDE TOWARDS HAVING CHILDREN,

Child bearing is the ardent desire of every male and

%1@!‘19 ip the village of Agogo. The mere fact that one possess-

{gg children is enough to make one respected by others since one

;gg considered to have fulfilled the purpose of marital life.

._ As such, as soon as there is a marriage in the village,

~_the relationsof the girl watch anxiously for the conception of

the newly married girl. If she fails to show signs of pregnancy
within the first six months, they begin to worry and to find
medicines for her. They take her either to a medicine man or a
doctor in town. They are so infatuated with the fact that the
advantages of having children far outweigh its disadvantages that
they press on to find all the possible means of making the girl
capable of bringing forth. When the first child is born, the
married couple and their relatives become happy and think that

the marriage will last.

A woman is particularly happy to have children; because she
18 then not considered to be barren and she knows that people will
neither gossip about her nor abuse her as "a barren woman" whenever
there is a quarrel between herself and another person. She can
boast of the children she has. She needs her own children to help
her in doing domestic work such as fetching firewood, water,
‘pounding fufu and cooking. Women in this village try to have chil-
dren who might look after ‘-! and maintain them in their old age.
There 18 a typical cage of a certain old woman in this place who
has never given birth to children. As a result of that she is real-
ly miserable in her old age. She lives all by herself in a very
0ld and nasty hut which is breaking into pieces and she has no
money, no food, nochrmnsqno firewood, and above all, nobedy to
care for her. She has no one to talk with.
Because of her poverty, the Red Cross members in the Presby-

terian Girls' School carry food to her every day, although her
house is about a mile away; and they give her cloth, firewocod, and

money. Though this is an extreme case, it is the misfortune
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ldlessness has brought unto a woman in this village. What-

~ ever number of adopted children a woman has, she is not satisfied

' §Qenneo she knows that they will not like to serve her as willingly

?;q they would if she were their own mother, nor can she control

~ them as much as she would like. An old man said that ones own

iehildren would feel very willing to do even the meanest jobs for
their parents and explained it with a proverb in Twi - "Awoo ne wo
yam" (meaning, "birth is what comes from your own womb").

Inheritance is matrilineal in the Agogo Society. The women
therefore think that if their family is to continue in existence,
they should bear many children. Because of this, a married woman,
has no greater joy than to have her compound full of her own
children and grandchildren.

Not only the wives are happy, but the pleasure of having chil-
dren is shared by the husbands too since they feel a sort of pride.
Men who have no children are called Papa Kwasi, Papa Kwadwo, Papa
Yaw as the case may be; whereas if they had children, their own
might call them 'Papa'. 1In this village, it is the custom that
husbands name their children after their own relatives, dead or
alive. They therefore are aware of the fact that if their family
names are to live, and not die out they should have children who
will hand them down from generation to generation. When a man has
children he is sure to get protection from his enemies for it is
the duty of children, although maternal inheritance is practised,
to support and protect their fathers in all circumstances, When
there are riots or even wars children are expected to fight near
their fathers to ensure their safety.

When there is a meeting at the chiefs court, or at any
important public place, the elders of the chief ask their own
children to carry their stools to the place, and a childless man
would have to beg somebody else's children to carry it for him.
When a man has chjldren, he knows that when he dies his children
will buyzgoffin and cloths for his burial and is thus relieved from
the anxiety that he might impose unnecessary burdens on his rela-
tives, At times fathers from Agogo travel to villages near-by and

have their children carry their luggage and walk in front of them.
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~ Since this village is an agricultural one, the parents lke-

;j%i have children to help them in farming, especially in weeding,
jltnting,'breaking cocoa pods and drying the cocoa. During the

 snail season the children can make a lot of money for their parents.
Although, today, most of the children attend school, they are
expected to help their parents on those lines during Saturdays and
holidays.

‘The people of Agogo do not allow a childless man to succeed
to the stool. Their reason is that a childless person has not
had much experience with children and so he may be cruel to the
inhabitants if he is elected chief.

There is also a belief that there is a similarity of a
parent in the child and therefore even if the former dies the
latter would be considered as a 'photo' as they put it.

Owing to this attitude which they have about child-bearing,
they very often advise us female teachers who have been on the
field for some five years to stop teaching and to get married
quickly, to get children who might be of use to us as theirs are
to them.

People in this village know that in spite of all the advan-
tages of having children, there are also a few disadvantages. This
is what a woman said: "Once a person has children, she is never
free from thinking and being anxious about them. T have a daugh-
ter in the school and whenever I go there, I get startled at the
gate knowing that I am going to hear about some mischief that she
has done. And because of my children I spend about two thirds of
my income buying food, clothes, medicines and sending them to the
hospital when necessary." A man also said he had to do all this for
his children and also to marry his son to a wife. The latter
might cost him some twenty pounds (£20, which he said was a dis-
ldvantag%>

The opinions of the people vary greatly as to the desirable
size for the family. 1In the olden days, ih;;;‘:old, it was a
pride to have as many children as from ten to fifteen, the reason

being that in those insanitary days when there was no hospital



" here infantile mortality was great and a family of 13 children
might well get reduced to four; and as an old woman put it, to
g4 be on the safe side, one had to bring forth as many as possible.

. As matters are in this village today, the white man and
his medicine have made great changes in the attitude of the
people to the size of the family because some enlightened
parents have come to realize that the rate of infantile mortality
has been gmeatly reduced. Five to six children are preferred by
such enlightened people because apart from knowing that modern
science will sustain their children, they have to face the res-
ponsibility and the burden of bringing them up and educating
them to a reasonable standard.

To the great majority, there is the desire to get as many as
Godz will give them. This may be anything from five to thirteen.
They explain that it is God's will that they bring forth all
children that are in the womb.

When there is a marriage ceremony, libation is poured and
the gods and spirits of the ancestors are asked to grant the
newly married couple many children.

As such, women who have children are honoured and are very
greatly honoured. Any woman who has nine children is urged on
by her relatives to try to crown the enterprise with a tenth
one. Until today a woman of ten children can boast of them,and
she is congratulated during a public ceremony called "Badu -
Guan" (Sheep for the tenth child) which is held in her honour.
With the Badu - guan ceremony, a sheep is killed and a great feast
i8 held on behalf of the fortunate woman who has given birth to
ten children as well as for the tenth child.

Childlessness on the other hand is considered as a great
misfortune and a merried couple without children is always
pitied by others. Because of that they are often asked to try
divers medicines which at times make the situation worse. This
is what a man said:-

"Even since I got married with these two women I have

never got a single child and every month I expect my wives to
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filirt their pregnancy to me but its all in vain. T have
consulted the fetish priests and promised them a fat sheep

if a child is born to me; my expectation is frustrated. T have
been to the hospital and I have got a series of injections but
all my attempts have been in vain. Ao! How I wish T had .
once got a child who had died. Even that would free me from
the great shame I am undergoing now. I know for certain that
it is the power of witches that has made me barren; and what
troubles me most is that my nieces and nephewéf?gfuse to carry
out my errands; you know, I nearly feel like hangiﬂg myself

or going without food for weeks". On the other hand, a man

who has only one child is almost considered to be barren because
people might think that the wife might have had & fruitful
intercourse with a former lover.

About devices for overcoming sterility. Since the motive
of marriage in this village is reproduction and the up-bringing
of children, much is dore in the attempt to overcome sterility.
In each case the root of the trouble is found and the cause
may be either disease or that "the blood of the coup1e4é@inot
meet" as they put it. To the unenlightened the causes would
seem to be a long practice of immorality, misconduct to parents,
offences against the soul of a husband and Witchcraft.

With regard to the diseases, syphilis and gonorrhoea are
the two main ones which cause sterility in both men and women
and if treatment is started in the hospital in time with
injections and tableéls the couple may bring forth. There is also
another disease called 'odaye' which shows itself in painful
menstruation. This is said to be caused by a developed tissue
in the womb, and is commonly known as something which causes
sterility. The native midwives and medicine-men have several
prec oriptions of herbs and roots for this.,but the commonest
known is the root of a forest tree called 'Bontodie', which
1IS° cut in pieces, boiled and given to the patiemt to drink.

If people find that the'blood of a couple dosnot meetﬂthe
marriage is dissolved and new partners found, and in many cases,

new marriages result in having children. It is a belief that
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%ﬁfbﬁe practise immorality for quite a long time before

their marriage do not get children when married,and this pro-

- vides one of the reasons why a young boy's relations make

investigations about a girl's previous life and character
before they give their consent to the marriage. If a girl
commits a grievous offence against her parents or any close

relations and does not make atonement before the people concer-

‘ned die, it is believed she stands the risk of being sterile.

When a girl faces such a misfortune, she is taken to the fetish
priest who intefﬁrets the entrails of a fowl and then gives
her an appropriate prescription including falSman.A gheep is
slaughtered to pacify the angry spirits of the dead and the
girl can therefore bear children. A woman who has been un-
faithful to her husband and is believed not to be bearing
children because of this is taken to a fetish priest,and after
she has been made to confess the offences and unfaithfulness to
her husband, or failure to carry out all the taboos of her
husband's taboo, she is asked to purify her soul with money,
eggs or fowl or even a sheep and to pacify her husband. There
was a woman who said she had undergone this treatment about
thrice and then given birth to a child.

Witcheraft is considered to be the principal cause of
sterility, and old women especially are considered to be the
agents. Should witchcraft be considered the cause of sterility
the unfortunatﬁt}? put under the care of an jidol and a fetish
priest and the old witch is brought by magic and made to.confess
that she has removed the ova of the barren woman or turned the
womb in the opposite direction or has put a pot into the womb
to collect the husband's semen. The witch or wisard is then
made to resbore the womb of the woman to enable her to bear
children. Up to recent times, there was a humiliating custom
called 'Krawa' for barren men to enable them to have children.

The Kr~awa Custom.

Friends of the barren man decide secretely to perform
this custom on the man and so, one early morning, he is taken

unaware, his cloth is stripped and things such as plantains



iil the fibre of plantain are hung round his neck. He is
beatea, pushed this way and that, taken out into the streets,
and abusive words are poured on him. Other people, including
children, join in and everyone shouts 'Krawa ee, ma me nwo ba'”
which means 'Krawaee let me bear a child'. Krawa is the name
of a kind of monkey which is notorious for displaying its
genitals. He is led through the streets to his wife's house
where he is again ill4¢reated, receiving slaps, abuses, etc.
before his wife. If the wife finds that unbearable, she
escapes and after sometime, the man is set free and believing
that this will make him bear children, gets some afterwards.
Limiting the size of the family.

A few married women sometimes try to limit the number
of their children when they think they have had enough - they
do that by refusing to sleep in the same room as their husbands.
On the other hand if a woman has a very difficult laboufyber
relations in addition to her husband and herself get permission
from the Government Agent and then ask the hospital doctor
to cause the woman to be fruitless. Contraceptives are not
widely known at all, but some old people said they were dis-
gusted on learning that some school girls cause abortion with
the juice of pineapple mixed with washing blue which they
drink or have an enema with undiluted evaporated milk or with a
more concentrated washing blue called King Blue. The girls
do this to get rid of the newly formed child so that they can
go on pursuing their studies. Until quite recently if people
wanted to limit the size of their families, with the conSent
of the rest of the family the woman would be taken to a fetish
called 'Akwagya'. There libation is poured and among the many
things that are said, the idol is entreated to grant that
the woman should never give birth again. Tt is believed that
once that is done, the woman never bears child again.

Among the people of this village illegitimacy is under-
stood to apply strictly to a child whose biological father has
not been disclosed by his mother. In such a case, the child

is named after his uncle or any one of his maternal side and is



Since matrilineal inheritance is practised here, the mothers
always urge their brothers to help in bringing the children wup.
These children are at times looked after by their grandmothers
while their grandfathers or uncles serve as guardians. In some
very bad cases, when the mother is said to have had intercourse
with five or six men before her delivery and could therefore
not choose out the father of the child the relations punish
her by not caring much for the child although he lives in

their house. ©Such an illigitimate child suffers insecurity
and goes about in rags and is not well fed at times.

Orphans.

When the father of a child dies the widow is expelled
from the man's house, if they had been staying together; and
therefore +the relations of the mother look after the orphan.
If the mother was formerly living in the house of her rela-
tives with her child she continues living there. The child
is cared for by the mother's relations, i.e. uncles or grand-
father or mother.

When the mother dies first, the child stays with her ma-
ternal aunt or grandfather. If the father likes he can take
the child to his house and live together with him there.

Very often what happens is that the fathers prefer their
orphans to live with their maternal relatives while they the
fathers provide for their material needs. When some parents
are about to die, they give their consent as to whom they want
to take charge of their children when they die. This wish

is very often carried out fathfully. They do things to
prevent their children from being given to people whom they
know would in the long run not care to look after the orphans
at all. When an orphan dies people often think that it is
because of the ill-treatment he has been receiving from his
deceased mother's relatives that the ghost of his mother has
taken him away. However much attention an orphan gets from

people, a difference is always to be noted, between him and

L
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~other children in respect to lea&aeas poor clothes, etc. and

it is not seldom that they are heard bemoaning their fate and
saying painfully this proverb in Twi 'Wuni wu a na wobasua asu'
('When your mother dies that's the end of your family').

Adoption.

When a woman has an illegitimate child, and she marries,
the husband adopts the child and such a child is called
'abanoma'. The people in this village have a proverd which
runs thus: "Abanoma nsen Bba pa", "an adopted illegitimate child
is not better than one's own child". In many cases such a
child is not well cared for; for however better he is than
the couple's own children, he is made to feel inferior. He
can be the cause of many quarrels in the home,and if his
mother does not exercise patience she gets divorced. An aunt
or an uncle can adopt a niece or a nephew if it is the wish of
his parents. Grandparents and mothers can also adopt their
grand-children. Adoption is therefore mostly done between
relatives in the same family. In some cases, the foster-parents
look after the children well, give them food as they would to
their own children, see to it that the children get the right
training, and send them to school if necessary. But they
very often do all these at the expense of the child's own
parents. JIn some cases where the child's parents are poor
and therefore cannot afford to spend much on their child, he
is often ignored by his fo ster-parents since they also have
got some children to look after. Occasgionally, they will
buy him some clothes so that he doesn't appear all naked be-
cause they consider it only fair 'to do someth‘ng')as they
put it ,to show that they are 1iving with the child, and they
do not wish to be hadly thought of.



W PRE-NATAL PERIOD.

The feelings of pregnant women differ widely in this
village and they can be classified under three main categories.
(1) The feelings of a pregnant newly married girl, or of a
mother who intende to have more chilémen(2) These of a woman
who has unexpectedly got pregnant after suffering a long time
of sterility. (3) Theseof a woman who has wanted to limit
the size of the family, or of girls who are not e xpected to have
children at a particular time of their life. When the newly
married girl orA;he mother who intends to have more children
gets pregnant she has a feeling of a joy because she looks
forward to getting a child who will help in running the home
and being useful to her, as already stated under the advantages
of having a child.

The feelings of the pregnant woman who has been barren
for some time is actually indescribable. She is really very
happy and thinks that, after all, she has been freed from the
shameful misfortune. On the other hand there is the woman
who has wanted to limit the size of the family and has found
that she is pregnant. She becomes angry at the idea and
hates to think about it nﬁd feels a sort of disgust towards
having another burden in the form of nursing a new thing.
Greater feelings of disgust are h;poured by the woman or the
girl who illigitimately gets a ch<ld. This refers mostly to
school- girls and to girls who have not undergone the
puperty rites. For these people it is considered an absolute
shame  to be seen pregnant and therefore they try to hide all
signe of pregnancy. They become very much afraid, unhappy
and disgusted at the idea of producing a child. Sometimes
the whole thing ends in abertion.

Although the feelings of all the pregnant women described
in the three cases may differ, there is one feeling which is
common to all of them; and that is fear. They know that to
be pregnant means to stand between life and death an

therefore they may be either dead of alive at the end.
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VFL_Yn-;!h!’ also think of the unborn bahH' and his welfare and
 wonder whether it will be a'‘shé or a‘&g and whether it will be
. mormal. or not, and without any physical defect. As such they
often pray that God or their gods may help them through the
fight. ’
Some changes in mode of 1ife take place during pregnancy
in relation to diet and some other things. A queer lust for
food is developed by them, sometimes for ordinary foods and at
other times for strange and unusual thwgs such as sand soil
and squirrels. A pregnant informant said that whenever she
saw anybody with food she felt like begging for some of it
to eat and if she felt shy, she would buy the same food and
cook it for herself. If she really wanted to get the food
from the owner, she would show these with gestures and behaviour,
and the other folk, understanding what those meant would give
her some of it. Another informant said,"Once when I was going
to the latrine I saw a piece of stool. It smelt so pleasant
to me that I smelt it and tied it in the corner of my cloth
80 that I could smell it at any time. Can you even imagine
that even rat soups are palatable for me? When I am not preg-
nant it is rather disgusting".
Almost every pregnant woman in the village either consults
the native doctor or the hospital doctor and in any case gets
a new prescription for better focod to ensure the well-being of
the child. In the case of consulting a native doctor or
midwife, awmber of medicinal foods are prescribed. These are
mainly soups made of a certain number off%alm nuts, usually
seven or multiples of three, of snails, pepper, smoked meat, and
some sort of green herbs (the commonest ones being the tender
leaves of the silk cotton, 'Awaha', Nkesene kesene' and pine
leaves.) All these are prepared into soup and eaten with fufun
made out of 'slender' pléknins. This medicinal food is to
ensure the well-being of the child after and before birth) for
it makes the child strong, makes him grow well, gives him a
well-shaped bedy and prepares him for delivery. The prescrip-
tions they get in the hospital involve vitamin-giving foods
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such as more greens, eggs, etc.

Marital intercourse is not restricted during the first
four months. It is believed that the semen is very important
for the development of the unborn baby. Besides that fact,
the desire of pregnant women for marital intercourse is
remarkably keen. This is what an old man said,"Even if T am
on the bed with my pregnant wife she feels so much to have the
intercourse that she asks for it because she is not shy, but
there are other pregnant women who ask to have the intercourse
through their gestures and actions."

At first, the pregnant womdn is expected to work hard in
order to give her exercises for the well-being of the child.
She should not be lazy but fetch water, cook food, fetch fire-
wood and go on caring for her children if she has any. If she
does not work hard, her hushand's relations will reproach or
slight her. After the third month, she is not expected in any
way to do extra-hard work such as chopping firewood, since that
causes miscarviage. '

During pregnancy,awom@n - §§ not expected to dress very
beautifully since She Iis hetween death and 1life as it were;
if she did, she would run the danger of her baby or herself
being harmed by the witches or by some medicine-men either
killing the child or deforming him with a disease called
"asram". She is expected not to ask people in water-places to
help her to 1ift the pot on to her head, otherwise the child
may suffer from ‘'asram'. They are expected not to eat bread
gince their children when born will then speak with-nasal tones.
They are also not to pick the stalks of the 1little peppercalled
'Nyeraa', for, if any pregnant woman does this she gives birth
to a six fingered child which is a complete blasphemy in this
village. In the 8th month pregnant women are not expected to
dig up yam since they might ‘miscarry If there is any
lJ.t which the father keeps away from as a taboo, the wife should
also keep away from it because the soul of the child is supposed
to‘inve been made up ©f that of the man and that of the woman,

and so that child may be killed by its soul when the mother
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After the seventh month, the expectant mother begins to
prepare for confinement by heaping up firewoa% drying peprer in
the sun,and collecting plantain fibre which she will need when she
delivers. The reason for this is that she does not want to be
a burden to other people during her confinement. One vital
bhing which she collects togetheﬁi;upply of old cloths or rags
which will 7. serve as blankets for the little baby.

When it comes to labour pains, opinions differ widely in this
village. The hospital sister said that out of the many expectant
mothers whom they get for delivery cases, it is most frequently
the Agogo women who show great signs of pain ani shout very loudly.
But on the other hand, there are a few who know that such pains

at child birth are inevitable and, therefore, try to bear them
bravely.

One woman remarked that she does not fear to fice the terrible
pains but it is protracted labour that she hates because it draws
the attention of the public and makes her rivals rejoice. Those
who have such a good attitude towards labour pains call upon
God or their gods as the case may be; but those who have a contrary
attitude weep and think that the child is cruel and curse the
day they were born and their husbands. Some even resolve never
to get pregnant and bring forth again. But there are cases when
such people have come for another delivery after a year and a half
or two. Women having their first delivery are frequently ignorant
as to how painful the whole thing ¥s and consequently some of
them really get a shock.

The father's attitude towards labour pains is one which
is really indescribable because they are so anxious about their
wives, and apart from sharing the pains with them spiritually,
there is also the fear that the woman might 'lose the war' as they
put it. This is what an informant said: "Six days to the delivery
‘of my wife, I pretend to have a business somewhere and go on a
journey because I dare not stay and bear the whole frightful

affair. All the time that I am away I do not eat anything - I
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,1059 all my appetite. When I hear that all is well, I come

M and through the grace of God, I have never heard any bad

 news (i.e. of death) about my wife." Another informant said;

"I do not travel to a place since I am very anxious to hear the
result whether good or bad, just when it happens. In this world
there is nothing that I fear more than my wife's delivery.
During that time, I pace up and down in my own house and in hers
and all the time ask whether the new one has arrived. As I pace
I drink wine - more of it when my expectation has not yet been
realized. The reason why I become so impatient is that if it
happens that she 1loses the fight, with the child undelivered, it
1s going to entail many long undecsirable and very frightful

operations before the child is taken out of the womb of the poor

woman" .

The attitude of people other than the husband and the wife
varies greatly according to how much they like the expectant mother.
These who have the right attitude urge and encourage the toiling
women to press hard and to win the fight for that is the way
0“3383 have gone. This is what they would say. "O_h mia wo ani,
nhwe ne yaw no na tanfobi ante yen nka". This means 'Oh
persevere, do not consider the painfulness. Try so that no enemy
hears about us". On the other hand there are such peovle who
shout at the woman in travail and reproach her and say "Are you
the only woman who has ever given birth to a child? You knew
how painful it is to labour before you had the sexual inter-course;
if you do not try and you die you die alone, Gh 1et us alone".

In cases when delivery takes place in homes in the village,
anaesthetics are not known at allj; and when it takes place in the
hospital, it is allowed to take the natural course as much as
possible. But when there are difficulties and complications and
doctors have to operate on the expectant mother, then anaesthetics
are used. The hospital Sister said: "We use anaesthetics only
when there are complications and that is only done under the

supervision of the doctor. Alvways we use that one which would



E!gatfﬁsrn‘the mother or the child. The commonest one we use is

- Ether which is inhaled in a mask making the patient'

r S nerves

become less active for sometime. It is during that time that the

- operation takes place." On being asked whether it has any effect

- on the child she replied that there is none.
At the hospital, the people who are allowed to be present
!,at birth are the hospital sister, and two female nurses. If it
~comes to a critical moment when the doctor's help is needed, he
is called in. During all this time, some relations who are the
attendants of the labouring women will be s.tanding outside the
ward because when they are allowed in they become very impatient
and tell the woman to press at wrong times. The Senior hosnital
Sister said: "There is only one woman in the whole Agogo village
whom I ask to be present in our labour ward when her relations
are delivering childrenj because she is so calm and good and
she tries always to encourage them onj; and indeed she is really
a help". The delivery in the hospital takes place in a2 labour
ward which is under the supervision of the nurse, sisters and
doctors. Consequently it is a very clean place and such things
"as a labour-bed, a table, screen, cupboards with hospital instruments,
clean aprons, mackintosh and everything necessary for delivery
are kept there. The expectant women are asked to lie on the
labour-bed and to give birth thereybut in the travail, some ask
to be allowed to lie on the ground since on the bed they feel
too warm. In some difficult casegrfJﬁen the woman should under-
go a caesarean operation the birth takes place in the hospital
theatre.

Child-birth in the village often takes place in the girls
mother's home. People who are present are about four or five
members of the family i.e. the girl's mother and her aunts and
a native midwife who will have been invited for the purpose.

If the birth is delayed for some time others are called in to advise
on the subject or to 1end:hand . Men are not often allowed to go

r >
in bBecause it is considered that child-bith is a woman's concern.



- side of the room and a bed on the other side. An old dirty mat
was lying in the centre of the room and it was this that was
égonsidered to be the labour-bed. The conditions in the room were
%:@ther insanitary and the rOOm,fh§§hinks,was only swept some three
?days before. It was likely that a delivery at such a place would
Ejaesult in an infection. After the first bath and the firsf
;treatment of the mother, the child is given to her and both lie on
gthe same mat or the child lies on the arms or lap of his mother.
18h@ is expected to keep her child indoors at least for a week since

it is believed that he can be conjured by any wicked one who has

tAsram' (as stated above) which could cause his death or deformity.

When the child-birth takes place in the hospital, after

the child has had his first bath, he is put into a baby's cot

and placed near his mother's bed. She therefore has access to

him at anytime that she likes. It is only when the nurses bathe

the child in the adjacent room that he is separated from the mother.

Sometimes, a woman wants to sleep with the child and so she takes

it out of the baby's cot, spreads a mat on the floor and sleeps

there with him. On hearing the nurse's footsteps she puts the

ehild back gquickly into the cot and gets on to her own bed.

What a christian mother would do to ensure the well-being

of a child is to pray to God to keep him safe, and to consider all
_her troubles and pains for the nine months and to let the child to
grow up to be of service to her. Likewise, the heathens would call
upon their gods and idols to keep and preserve the child, let him
grow so that theywill always have worshippers. A little string
supposed to contain the power of preserving one from the devil is
'ig round the neck of such a newly born child who is thus put
Peyond the power of the devil. People in this village feel that
;'qhild with a sixth finger is e cursed or unlucky child and there-

fore liable to die at anytime in his infancy’and so at the hospital
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the d.oct_or is entreated to operate upon such a child's finger

immediately and not to let any body hear about the shameful
disfigurement.

]

. The attitude about having either boys or girls differs from
’f',orsan to person. A couple who have had all girls already for

| . .

~ example, would like their next new baby to be a boy and the opnosite

\»
- is also true of those who have got a number of boys. A mother

~ who gives birth to three consecutive girls or boys is congratulated.

;‘ The second is called 'manu' meaning the second boy or girl as the
"!,'j.case may be and the third 'mansa' for a girl or 'mensa' for a

il'- boy. Consequently, if a woman has two boys already it is her wish
ﬁ to get a child of the same sex to complete that §et - . If she
fails to do that, people feel that it is unfortunate and that the
odd 3rd child of the opposite sex is a blasphemous one and it is
called 'Konto'. In such a case, immediately after the delivery

of such an unfortunate child, the mother and all at the birth in
‘the home become sad and worried since it is not very much accepted
4n this community. They feel that the birth of such a child
.announces the death a member of the family.

Alternate births of boys and girls are liked by people because

1

they feel that peorle in a house should neither be all men nor
.511 women since ~there are some tasks assigned to women and

others to men. On the whole, the parents' attitude to having female
children is a more joyful one since they know that they practise
materlindd inheritance and that without girls in the house, their
family would die out. Owing to this, immediately after child-birth,
& mother asks whether it is a boy or a girl and when it is what
‘?v“.likes, she becomes happy and thanks her gods or God if a
ehristian. But if it is of the unwanted sex i.e. a babyboy ,

she only shows her dislike through gestures but does not either
curse or say that the child is a blasphemous one. If she utters
any uncomplimentary statement, it is believed. that it may result
in sterility in the mother or in the death of the child.
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FEEDING
.:n Im«liately a child is given its first bath, a few drops of
in are put into its mouth by his grandfather, mother or the
native midwife. In the case of the members of the royal family,
'ﬂ’l special silver spoon is used to signify the royalty of the child.
‘Fﬁls gin is given with the idea of "forming" the child's voice.
i""@n an informant was asked why the voice has to be "formed", she
fﬁid: "Although every one has been given a voice by nature, we want
5: our children to have special ones to be able to speak clearly and
give melodious solos in our folk dances." She continued; "Husks of
| 1ﬂutm‘dnuts were used in the olden days instead of spoons" adding
that the change has been brought about by the influence of the
hospital. She explained that the hand is not used because hands
may be dirty.

In the hospital here, no gin is given to newly born children,
the first things to .enter their stomachs being water and breast
milk. The hospital rules that generally newly born babies should
be fed in about twenty four hours after their birth. The reason
for this is that during this time they feed on certain internal sub-
stances. However, here in the tropics, the hospital sister said
that the newly born babies perspire and quickly lose thasesubstances
&nd therdfore in spite of the ruling they have to be fed before
the twenty four hours are due.

When a child is born with the help of a native midwife, he
{s breadfed after he ha8 had his bath and the gin. The reason
assigned to this is that the child is out of the woman's womb and
s feeling hungry. It is noted in this village that generally
the mothers' breasts do not start to function the day the child 1is
born and therefore the child may be given either to a close
relative or to a friend to be breast-fed until the mother's breasts
are capable of givéng milk. If there is no relative or friend
to do this, the child is fed on sweetened water. This is done not
by means of a bottle but with a spoon. During this same time the
child is put to the breasts to induce the flow of milk but the
nipoles get blistered if this is done too often. What women in
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Tfs village do to get milk in to their breasts is to put two lumps
at salt on either side of their shoulders armd then eat them.
Shea butter can also be smeared on the breast to induce the flow

of the milk. The woman may further be advised to take some of thre

herbal soup prepared with some leaves called 'sosoromasa' in Twi.

i With the introduction of the hospital here, there are a few
who bottle-feed their children but generally, breast feeding is

. prevalent. The mother sits on a low stool and puts the baby on

” her lap, supporting his head with one arm. Then after cleaning the
breast by sucking it herself she takes it with her free hand and
inserts the nipple into the child's mouth. After a while he is
turned to the other breast. Sometimes during that time the mother
examines the child, or pats it. If he is bottle-fed, he is held
in the same way.

There are no regular times for feeding the child, whenever
the child cries or makes a loud noice he is taken up and at times
thrown up and down, played with, and put to the breast. At times
he 1s fed to relieve the mother of the superfluity of milk in the
breast. When a child cries duping the night and troubles the
mother and keeps her awake, the mother inserts the breast in the
child's mouth and may fall asleep herself, allowing the child
to suckle till he has had enough. On coming from the farms
and carrying heavy loads, when the child is causing trouble on the
Back, put the child to their side,supparting it with one hang and

‘allowing it to suckle. One informant who was once a house maid of
a Swiss lady's said¢"Oh when I was staying with Mrs. X she fed
her bady at regular intervals but at present my mother will not
allow me to do that and moreover the breasts belong to the child
and so whenever he cries I just give them to him". Some children
spend their first week at the Basel Mission Hospital and even here
the mothers are not advised to feed their children regularly.
_This is done because most of them are accustomed to irregular
feeding times and they would keep to these and try to do so
" behind the sisters and nurses backs as long as they were at the
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.'lloapitsl,and would go on doing the vrong thing when they went

home. "Because of this," said the sister, "it is a waste of

time and energy to try to educate them within the very short space
of a week that they spend with us. What is more, I have heard

that there is a new system in a part of America where children

- are fed at irregular times."

Sometimes babies refuse to eat. This happens when they cry
and are given food, when they are really satisfied already. In
this case the breasts are taken away and the mother tries to
discover why the child is crying. It might be due to a desire to
eliminate and, if so, it will be given a rag on which tn do so.

In most cases if a child refuses to eat, this is aseribed to illness.
In such a case, besides the refusal, he will cry loudly and thus
show that he is uncomfortable and from this the mother detects

that he is sick. ©She feels the body and the stoﬁ}h with her

hands and if he is feverish, gives him an enema of key soap and

water or of the solution obtained from straining the mixture of
water and mashed tender leaves of the silk cotton tree. There are
other drugs like cuinine and diluted phensic which.dre given.

When a baby stops feeding, this is usually taken as a sign
that he has had enough and so a majority of women stop him from
continuing with the suckling by taking the breasts away. On the
other hand, there are a few people who would go on pushing the
breasts into the child's mouth even if he has stopred. This is
what such an informant said "Well, a child does not know how to
talk so he does not know what is right for him. If he stops
suckling and I do not urge him on, he may not have had enough and
may die of hunger." At times some peorle go to extremes in the
feeding until the child vomits the breast milk.

The attitude of mothers towards nursing is often a joyful
one except in rare cases. They have a great joy in looking after
and caring for the child. This is what an informan said,"If I
go out on a visit to some friends or even to the market, I see

other women carrying their babies wh5: they have nursed and

dressed beautifully and so I vwish to do the same. For if I don't



I shall receive public reproach to the effect that I am playing
the lady and my child is suffering.
children whom I did not

However, there was one of my

vant to nurse for a long time because he

worried me a lot and suckled me so much that I grew lean and

my cloth wore our quickly. Because of that I hated to nurse him.

Except for that naughty one, I have always enjoyed the nursing period

because it is often during that time that my c hildren smile nicely

_‘at me while lying on my arms and, curiously enough, it is at just
this period that the children in spite of being so small - recogn-
ise me as their mother. I get great pleasure also from their
infantile expressions and develop great love for them.?
To a great majority, a woman who has very little milk in her
breasts is considered to be a victim of satan. Alternately
this is attributed to witches, wi_zards and men and women possessed
of the devil. It is believed that one of the above mentioned
- wicked people does not wish the baby to grow up well and is
preventing him from getting the right amount of milk, by influenc-
.ing the mother in some way such as to make her unable to produce
much milk. When a woman is ‘having such a difficulty she is advised
~to take the medicinal soup described above, made with some herbs
called 'aprapraemono'.

Marital intercourse is by custom not permitted during the first
three to\(‘our months because in the first place the wound caused in
hhe woman's vdgina during delivery is still painful. In order
to allow it to subside it 1s dressed with hot water and herbs,
'ginger, pepper and the seeds of a particular bush plant. All

+ these are ground together and mixed with a 1little water, and some
old woman in the family heals the patient by treating the wounds
with hot water, and squeezing liquid from the mixture into the vagina.
Bometimes hot stones are put into hot water and the mother is asked
to sit or stand over the steam so that the wounds may be heated
mkly. In spite of the fact that this is a very painful treat-
ment, most of the women here have to undergo it. After sometime

the young woman treats herself and eventually be—comes better.

During the period of this treatment, if any marital intercourse



takes place, the man will soil himself with blood and the mixture)
and the wound sustained in the vagina is likely to develop into an
inflammation. Usually, when a woman gives birth to a child,

she stays in her mother's house where the husband does not gain
any access to sexual intercourse with her. But when he thinks
that the child has been nursed for cuite a long time, say about

3 - 4 months, he introduces the matter like this " = 7=+ 1 .; I
want my newly born daughter rmAngbdq~Zﬁa, can you bring her to
sleep at my house to-night}, The husband says this with the
intention of inviting both the baby and the mother in order to

have sexual intercourse with her.

26



racant tinus, mothers did not wean their children

1 beeqme Pregnant again; but now-a-days mothers wean
Auehjldren before they get pregnant again. They think that the
t milk of the expectant mother is not healthy for the children
se it seems as if it werepoisoned in some way and a child

king this might be sick of diarrhoaea and fever and swollen
biiifbs‘and face. Some mothers feel that during all the time that

fnd therefore makes her lean. 1In such a case the mother can wean

‘ the child at her own convenience. There are others who wean
their children because they often bite the breasts and cause them
x;ﬁain. There is not any particular fixed age at which weaning is
: effected. A woman said "I have six children and T weaned each
L:at a different age, some according to their own reactions of
E'rcfuaing the breast milk when they were fairly big boys, and others
L'at my own convenience because they would suckle almost all night,
- bite me and pull the breasts to make me go thin." 'There was an
. interesting case when (not twins) an informant said; "T did not
liﬂuqn one of my childreny when I was pregnant, and when T gave birth
| to the other one both of them suckled togetherr
f« The weaning has a relation to teething and biting because
;riams children get a few teeth before they are weaned and therefore
;fihoy can bite easily. Some mothers think that if they do not wean
;thsir children shortly after they have got teeth, the mother's
_Iﬁik will cause the ends of the teeth to break off and the rest

will go mouldy and develop some greenish matter which may cause

‘ihil to decay. Weaning is done more or less gradually, because
the baby is capable of eating some solid food, he is
of that and yet at times isstill put to the breast.
of times of breast feeding is cut down gradually by
of feeding with solid food. This goes on for some

:one day, the mother either knowing that the child knows
soldd food, or thinking that the baby is getting too

lesome and not allowing her to sleep; b”mj and pull<ng

ast about, decides never to give him the breast again.



mn ﬁtﬂald from him forever. ﬁgs makes i&i
a lot and sometimes they ask for breast nilk How-
they crave and cry for the milk, they are only given
':'(-.:l'ses‘, or any other thing they like. At times, a child may
se to eat for a long time. TIn such a case, the mother coaxes
cﬁiriea him on her back and promises him many things such as
; dolls and fine clothes which in fact she will never get for
She does this just to make him stop weeping. When Le does
not stop, next the mother tries to repel the child from the breasts
ﬁfltelling him that they have been poisoned and that the milk is
bitter. Then she may ask the child to suckle, having smeared her
‘-Ereaata with & bitter herb called 'Aﬁhwene“ (Vernonia amygda lina)
- or with quinine, or with 'apakyi''aba' or Cascara Sagrada. The
%‘ehild, on tasting the bitterness of the herb, draws back and goes
on weeping. Now he is told that the policeman will come for him
or that the white man at the hospital will inject bim. There are
~ other similar threats. Also he may be told that these two people
have touched the breast, and he there by driven off.
Children are given pacifiers to suck when they are very

young and cannot move about a lot. This is what a woman said "I
\ give pacifiers to my children when they are of not more than 3
" months old and capable of playing. This is given long before T
L:wean my child. I buy a rubber one or an ivory one of a bright
Efcalour which will appeal to him. I hang it round his wrist and
;:zhon he starts putting it into his mouth and playing with it. When

T was & child, T used to play with one, but that was a locally

Ha
~which was made into the same shape as those T buy from the market

my child."
Children are not given any particular objects on which to
'”fth‘ People in this village believe that it is a taboo to have
thild's top teeth appear first before the lower ones. So,
tead of giving them an object to teeth on, the mother rubs
:'ngera on the ﬁop gum to blunt them so that the lower teeth
 §pear first. The effect of weaning on the child shows itself
meh crying, which at times ends in illness.

 made one, made out of the bark of a certain forest tree called 'Okuo'



i@hnd‘éiﬂeé he has been elaborately repelled from the

~ threatened, and these ways refused it, he becomes sad 3
‘Jhys a lot, kicking his legs about and making as much noiee J
ean. The time when his erying is most troublesome is during »
'ﬁight when he disturbs all others from sleeping. TFor such

X . he may or may not refuse. This makes the

qusther sit up during parts of the night and makes her weak with

t
|

!pqnn work. This erying resulting from the weaning makes the chil-

Ftever and headache during the day time and not very fit for vigour- >

dren irritable and unhappy and the e who cannot resist illness

become ill. They become pale and feverish and their hair becomes

- reddish and their eyelids become infested with certain insects
which make the eyelashes start falling out. Such children are
often taken to the hospital for treatment. Before, during and
after the treatment (whether at the hospital or at some native
mediclne-man's house) the children tend to substitute thumbsuck-
ing for suckling.

This is believed to be a taboo because it is considered that

' 4%t ¢an be the cause of the death of any relative. This is what an

;informant said: "In this village, one of the things which we hate
to see is a child who is sucking his finger because it is a very

?ihad habit. In the first place it deforms the finger and besides
the child takes to childish behaviour all the time. Even if he
;rows he still feels like a baby who is still suckling. Finally

i it is considered to be a taboo which may c_ause a person's death.

T had a stranger in my house at one time who was an out-patient

&t the hospital. She had a child who was all the time sucking his
4 nger and I often wm‘fuer chilindt 40 do so otherwise I would
them away from my house because I couldn't afford to allow
lath to ocour in my family. Whatever efforts we made, the child
844 not stop it, and so, I took a knife, made little cuts on the
#"in order that he might feel pains when sucking it. From

t day he stopped doing so."
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!gl%ﬁ food is introduced gradually to the child before weaning
'j‘order that he will be able to eat something when he is weaned.
Li !1rat, he is given light porridge made out of corn-dough or
ggidi which is a softer kind of kenkey. The mothers usually use

- spoons in feeding the children, but a_t times when a spoon is not

available they shape their hands like a cup and pour the porridge
into it and hold it close to the child's mouth so that he may
drink from it. There is no occasion when the mother prechews

the food before giving it to the child because they think that
such is a dirty habit. The baby generally sits on his mother's
lap when she is eating, and on seeing her do so stretches his hand
for some of the food. So the mother mashes some quickly in her
palm for him. He takes it and eats it, at times smearing some
round his lips and on his mother's clothes. Thus he eats with
the mother. When he can sit very well and support himself, he
sits and eats from the same pot as his mother.

During such times the mother directs his attention towards the
right way of eating. Some fathers prefer to eat with their older
boys from the same dish in order to get acquainted with them. The
child can eat with any relation in the house. So at times he eats
with a grandmother, at times with a group of aunts, at other times
with a group of children, some older than himself. 1In most cases
he eats all alone, when the mother puts his food into a little
dish bought for the purpose. They do this because they think that
children gquarrel a lot during meals, especially over meat. He is
not fed at regular intervals because in the first place his mother
does not finish cooking the meals always at the same time everyday
Secondly, the child may at anytime come to be eatinmz with any
relative who happens to be himself doing so; since if the latter

B
refuses to let him, he finds himself considered as a cruel person.

"The child can also ask the mother at any time they are walking on

"

‘hc lanes or near the markets to buy him teffes or bread or twisted

‘cakes or anything he pleases. The child may wake up at different

7‘&!0! in the night and ask for food which he is of course given.
§11 these things encourage him to take food at irregular times

I!!a when he is not hungry.

i ot AATIORRN i _——
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When a child refuses to eat or does not eat enough, the

Jrs.

.!thdr tries to find out the reason why he behaves like that.

'It lay be that he is angry witli somebody or that his attention is
iistraeted by a toy or by a %ame that he is playing or that he is
ply . TWhat_ever 1t may be, the mother tries to find the cause of

'the refusal to eat (or of the desire to eat little) because she

 knows that if the child keeps on taking no food, or little food,
he will suffer from ill-health and eventually die. In such a
case, the woman reserves some food for the child so that he can
eat wherever he has got over his anger or has finished playing.
But if it so happens that the child for a long time refuses to eat
the mother gets worried and tries to coax him and feed him herself
and if he still refuses, she may question him as to which other food
he would like to eat. On hearing that the mother would buy or
cook that quickly for him, if he still refuses to eat, then the
cause of his refusal is attributed to illness. She then starts
questioning the child to find exactly what is wrong. Often it is
either pains in the stomach, headache, or fever. In either of
these cases the mother may try to cure him by buying such medicines
such as Macleans Stomach Powder or Phensic or Quinine from the

; local shops. Or she may give him an enema with 'onunum' and give

him some liquid from herbs to drink. If she finds that he is not

getting better she takes the sic? boy to the Basel Mission Hospital

where with the help of scientific methods the particular sickness

is found. The hospital sister there said that such illness in

children can be the effect of the presence of worms. So the boy

is given a worm treatment and becomes better again and able tc

take his meals joyfully and happily.
., On the whole, over-eating is not much minded in the village

'to} children take in their heaviest meals in the evenings and to

some extent it is understandable that they take in so much. For,

8ince most of the population of the village are farmers, the pa-

iints spend the greater part of the day in the farms. Before they

g0 to the farms, they feao the children on some spinach along

wit. either plantains or cocoyam or both - all of these boiled -

and then leave them in the house to play. The children may
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g?um some plantains and eat them by themselves at lunch time.

Py L WS

M m-« reauen, they feel that they have been starved during

the day and so in the evenings they take large meals at their
lother's as well as from other relatives. They eat enormously, and
80 most of them have bulging stomachs. An informant said: "If my
child over eats, I do not mind it much so long as he is not taken
i111. After all, if he doesn't eat very much, he will not grow up
a strong man. It is only occasionally that I make a remark about.
his bulgmgstomach."

Foods which are considered specially good for children vary
greatly in this village, but the commonest ones are 'oto' mashed
yam mixed with palm oil, and 'koko' (i.e. corn dough porridge
mixed with a pinch of salt and sugar). The reason why these foods
are considered suitable for children is that they are soft, and
so children can eat them without having any stomach disorders. On
the other hand beans are considered as a bad food for children.

-&w;:‘s' told that some children refuse to take it, and even
after they have eaten it they suffer from bowel disorders. Citrus
fruits and mangoes are also considered to be bad for children,
because when such fruits are in season children go about &ating
ripe and unripe ones, thus getting diarrhoea sometimes changing
into dysentry. Food such as boiled rice, boiled yeams, and boiled

or roasted ripe plantains, bread, and boiled cocoyams, are palata-

- ble for children., Whenever a child sees any of these food:anywhere

before or after his meal, he streches his hand for some of it just
t0 enjoy it. PFoods that are unpalatable differ from child to

child and whilst it might be beans for some children, it might also

" be 'fufu' (i.e. beaten boiled plantain or cocoyam served with soup)

for others. There may not be any reason for a child not liking
some particular food perhaps he just cannot just bear the taste or
the smell of it.

In this village children are very often not rewarded with

‘foods they like. for eating those they dislike. This is what an

informant said: "My daughter Akosua does not like eating 'fufu'

* (d8scribed above). Although it is the staple food in this town,



453& care much about it. If she refuses it in her childhood

‘«&w'nﬁy perhaps take it when she grows and therefore T do not

, !gmgc‘hez'to eat it. I always give her other stuff". It was 4
only in one case that inE::;h that a ch*ld wgs rewarded with food |
he liked. That was‘by one of the few hospital nurses whose home
town is the village. She said: "I want Ewaku to grow fat and so

: I give him corn dough porridge mixed with a little sugar and a
little bit of raw beaten egg. Since he doesn't like the scent of

_ths latter, he refuses it but I speak to him and persuade him to
ept it and reward him with boiled yam and spinach."

Every.mother knows what her child likes best and, therefore,
she promises to reward him with his favourite food when sending
him to fetch water or firewood, or asking him to sweep. Such foods
like meat or toffees or twisted cakes or bread or rice may be
promised and the promise may be fulfilled or not. When a child
misconducts himself or behaves badly, for instance wandering very
often, or not attending to errands, or not wishing to wash his
bowls after meals, he is sometimes denied food. In that case
after cooking the meal the mother will call all other children,with
the exception of the naughty onejto bring their bowls and then

give them food. Then she will tell the naughty one that because
of his bad behaviour he will have no food.

The child's diet on the whole is not in any way different
from the adult's. This is what a mother said abocut it, "I give my

child exactly the food that I eat. If it is fufu, I give him some
of what I am eating. If it is a piece of boiled yam, or cocoyam,\dg

likewise. Although now he is a child he must learn to eat our
various dishes from infancy so that he can continue doing that

| when he grows. It is only in the cases of very little children

' that I give mashed fnstead of g Sliced yom.T mash it to facili-

tate their chewing of it". Most children are able to feed themselves

Fhan they are a year or a year and a half, and by two or two and a
Séif they are considered definétely to be able to feed themselves.
'lgl response to this training is different from child to child.
\nij!;mv gome chHildren prefer to feed themselves at an early age,

ire are some sickly or childish ones who wish to be fed by adults



uet sit at table to eat; but there are aiill some
_t they should acquire. The first one which they are

it ﬁé'to wash their hands before they eat. Even if a child
f%; té‘waah his hands and starts eating, the mother stops
and mekes him wash his hand to take away the dirt. In this
age there is a proverb which runs thus: "S8 wuhu wo nsa hohoro
i' .
he eats with his elders). Most children, even if they are not

i-r,.
left-handed, prefer eating with their left hands, In this village,

ne mpanyinfo didi."™ (if a child knows how to wash his hands,

a

) snnarally speaking, cutlery is not often used and so the hand is
used. It is customary and right to eat with the right hand only

f lfﬁée the left hand is considered unclean on the grounds that it
is used for cleaning the anus after elimination. Because of this
fact, mothers abhor seeing their children eating with their left
hhands, and so they check them always and make them use their right
[‘uands. A child is taught not to put his left hand on the ground

{ whilst eating with the rifht one because the eaten food is consi-
L dered to pass, through Mlsiﬁand into the ground and he would not

~ have enough to make him grow fat. He is taught the right way of

eating different foods e.g. fufu should be swallowed without che-
wing it first but, foods such as meat, boiled rice and cocoyam

b

P should be chewed first before swallowing. Mothers do not care

. much if the chewing is done with the lips closed or left open.

-
ey

Children are taught not to sing or talk a lot when eating because
ihay might choke. This is done by telling them if they talk a

or sing their mothers will die. Mothers are always particular
out not allowing children to mess their mouths and their hands

th spinach or soup and they teach the children to eat slowly and
w well and not to stuff their mouths with big morsels. Children
o eat like that are called 'odidifo' (&luttunoua children) and

} checked. Parents show their child the houseswhere they may
!i.e. relatives' nouse) and prohibit the child rrom eating

he others. A child who has been told not to eat in a certain

je may go there and tell the people there; "Ny mother says
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A-ﬂ!ﬁe‘ baﬁy's toilet training begins when he is only about one

md a half to two weeks old. Early in the morning or &t any other

enient time, the mother puts the child on her arms, draws

f‘h legs apart and at the same time makes ‘« hissing souRd "s-s-s-s"
;0 imitate the souMd which is heard when one is urinating. When-

er he starts urinating when not in the aprropriate place and
posture (say when ot the back of the mother, or on the mat) he

is quickly brought into this posture. Most children when put info This pesture
hus know what is required of them, since they are accustomed to such
treatment.

‘ When children are old enough to know the value of praise, some

. ents praise them on occasions of good performance. This is what
‘an informant said: "When I carry my baby at mp back and he feels
like urinating, he makes some physical movements to inform me of

"4t so that I put him in the right posture for it. In such cases,

I praise him by saying "‘mo amem, ways ade, wompEsewuni t2 samina” bre."'
,Good boy well done, you do not want your mother to buy soap fi.e.
washing her clothes). If he is older, I praise him for eliminat-
ing just at the place I have shown him, and sometimes even promise

n such rewards as toffeeswhich I may or may not in fact give.”

On the other hand there are some women who do not praise on

L l;cn.sions of good performance, their reason being that there is no
;ime for such unnecessary praice.

Ail mothers, whether they praise infants or not, do not

‘cold babies of about 3 months when they soil or wet their rags.
enerally the Agogo woman thinks that a baby has no sense; and when
-shdws gestures of urination, or cries as a sign of wanting to

gase himself, and is not heeded, it is understandable that he should
et or soil the rags. Conseqaently, be is not punished for doing
hese things.

. Mothers, as do all adults, express disgust over older children’s
irtiness. This is what an informant said: "My older child of

2 - 3 years knows what is right now. She knows that she should
1;0 in a pot. And therefore if she fails to make use if it,
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ugi‘-Ms my laps and legs with urine, and walks through it, or

piuys with it with her hand, I become very angry, because it
? i?gSHFOt look tidy at all it is ugly, and sometimes I feel like
- vomit_ing at the sight of such filth. In such cases, I either
‘ aiu'!le her or beat her. There are only two instances when I do
J not express disgwst. One is when the baby is too young to
| know what is good, the other when she is 111. |n the lak@F case,
L . ; I feeél very much for her, clean her quickly, make
her warm, and find some medicine to make her well."

Until recent times, many childeen were trained by being taken
outside the house and being shown a place in the yard at which
to defecate. But one informant said that this system makes the
yafd and back yard become full of faeces and flies, and as a
result parents are arrested by sanitay inspectors who bring them
to court to be fined. Because of this inconvenience, and the loss
of money, many children are now trained to eliminate in the pot,
which is either kept in a corner, or if not, is removed quickly on the-
occasion so as to avoid arrest by the Sanitary Inspector. One

informant said that her children are so used to the pot that one

" of them recently refused to eliminate on a leaf given to her for the

purpose when they were in the farm. ©She waited until she came
home, where she performed on the pot. However, there are some
' naughty boys who if they are put on the pot will get away from
it and eliminate on the ground.
A child's toilet training is supposed to be completed when
he is able to clean himself i.e. when he is four to five years of

age. At this time, children are introduced to the male or female

" public pit latrines. The boy or girl is taken by the parent or by

any adult of the same sex to see that he or she is safe on the pit.

X Sometimes at this age although toilet training is suppose to

| g completed children still want to be accompanied to the latrines,

‘,Eeh may’ be a hundred, or two or three hundred or even more,
libﬂs away from the house. This is because the children are
»
‘afraid.
ﬂ- 3 . :
Bladder training starts much earlier than Bowel training.

forner starts at about one and a half weeks after the child's



v I ‘an-d the latter. when the child is a_bout two months.

i-a,GBB this time, the child is allowed to wet or soil the rags which

niwﬂ spread under her. For bladder training, he is held in the
turns, his legs put apart, and th%hissing noise being sounded.
‘Then he starts urinating. Later on, if he is being trained to use
the pot, he is put on the pot with the mother sitting behind him
and supporting him with her hands producing the same h1=51ng sound

‘ 's-s-s-s-". For bowel training, whenthecgg about two mo%tﬂg or

' older, and the mother finds that he has started to
soll the rags, she sits down quickly, and takes him and puts him
onto her own two feet, these being placed about 4 inches apart from
each other. This forms a sort of pit latrine for the child to sit
on and for performance of the eliminatory function. Some mothers,
instead of doing this, put their children straight on the pots to
evacuate. This is done during day-time as well as in the night,
when the mother puts him,the child,on the pot when he starts to cry.
On the whole the mothers are more strict about bowel than they ar;
about bladder training because they know that if the children are

- not well traindd to eliminate their stools in the right places,

 they (the parents' will be arrested by the Sanitary Inspector and
incur the misfortune of paying a fine. Because »f this older
children can urinate anywhere in the yard of backyard; but they
have to defecate only at the places appointed.

In this village, mothers do not normally examine and criticise
the quantity and quality of the child's faeces, because most of
them feel that to do so is a waste of time. "The only time? says
an informant,ﬁ%hat I examine and criticise, is wh@n I notice that
the faeces are more than usual and are too loose. In such cases,
if I find that they are somewhat mixed with a foamy substance, and
have a queer scent, I start examining various nart of the child's
body. The eyes may be pale. The bady may be hot. If I conclude
that my child is sick, I take him to the hospital, where he is

" given a mixture to take, and put on an invalid soft diet."
Mothers who demand promptness in elimination from their
children are only a handful. They are those who were once the

.housemaids of the Swiss ladies at the hospital or at the Girls'



ir the village. If the chiliren of the others tell them
ti& feel like eliminating, the mothers go on with whatsoever
e \mrk they are doing, and take no notice. When the children
k up again, some of them then give them attention. But there
are others who shout at them and tell them to stand aside. Only,
!.ﬁarhpps, after another ten minutes do they give the children
attention. When a child is treated like this, he may cry and then
é:'e’ase himself in some inapprovriate plzace, which may cause the
j'iether to scold and beat him. This treatment may go on up to the
: time when the child is five years of age, when he is able to go
by himself to the public latrines.

r‘

ory functions is the same in all respects, thers is a difference

Although the training of boys and girls in performing eliminat-

in the ease with which boys and girls are trained. For it is much
easier to train the boys. Since the girls know that their mothers
‘ are of the same sex as they are, they tend to bluff them and to
,‘ treat their orders as jokes, to chuckle or sob as they like without
}‘ any adequte cause for such behaviour and even refuse to carry out

at all orders which they have been given. This makes it difficult

;' to train the girls easily.

f Mothers do not worry much about constipation and, as an

T informant put it4 "After all if my child is constipated it gives

" me less work to do becamse I do not have any stool to sween from the

" backyard to carry away in the rot to the latrine.” Once 2 Sanitary

i Inspector arrested a woman becaus- her child's stoel was found at
the back of her house; and as the woman was going to the court,
another woman who got to know about the case said: "Hol! why does

1 your child do that, does it mean that she passes stools every day?
Mine does not. The last one he passed was about four days ago. I am
lucky  in that I don't have to sweep much, and in that I cannof

" easily be a victim of the Sanitary Inspectors.”

. Whilst most mothers do not mind much zbout constipation they

are very much frightened wher their children get diarrhoea. There

\

are certain times comnected with the child's maturation in which the

' chilfiren of ten suffer from diarrhoea; they a-e the times when
_the child is teething, crawling, and learning how to stand and walk



. fo
il1jterate mothers told me of the connection of diarrhoea with

_'@l:&cae developing of ages but could not tell me what was its cause.
‘But an enlightened mother said, "oh! now I know the reason why they

¢

get loese bowels during these times, it is because they crawl all

= fspa

over the place and eat food which has fallen unto the ground and

- take such nasty things as the fe@eces of fowls and goats and therefore

develop worm diseases and get diarrhoea! The women are very much

worried when convulsions develop after the diarrhoea because itis

- not uncommon for children suffering from this to die. There is no
- preventive mediciner for such attacks of diarrhoea. But if they
come, the child is given an enema with the liquid from a herb called
'onunum' mixed with pepper or with white clay. When he does not
become better, the child is taken to the hospital where he may get
a mixture or an inj @ction to clear up the trouble.
There is no special toilet language for children and so they
use the ordinary expressions which adults use. They may in the
course of time make up their own words such as 'kai' f or defecation
‘and 't t' for urination.
Children are taught to carry ouf elimination privately from
four and a half years onwards. Up to five the child may ask his
| mother or an adult to accompany him to the latrinej but from five
years omwards, usually be performs these functions without troubling
anyone else.
Conditions in this village do not allow adults to refrain from
'perrorming eliminatory functions in front of children because
there is only a handful of pit latrines in the town. There are some
which are for the women and others for the men. All people of the
same sex, no matter what their age or size, are allowed to use the
came latrine. It is not uncommon to see a fathsr and son or a girl
and an elderly aunt squatting on the pit latrine at the same time and
chatting together. If however, an old lady feels that a child is
serutinizing her, she will abuse her.
When a child breaks wind in informal places, this is not
considered a serious matter, and adults and children may laugh when

this is done. If however, a child does it purposely, with a loud



7 ;%’ :
child's chests. In such cas:ss, a few tea=w

i N
f water are g‘i‘dwen to the child to relieve him. -

e dne (o 3

h in children causes no alarm to mothers. It is

ered as a sign that the child has had enough food.
49

m, .}nf a child belches very loudly to attract

38‘ ieﬂldEE .
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5 MOTOR _DEVELOPMENT
A child of two weeks of age is considered to be strong enough

o
‘I
\

to be carried on his mother's back. The mother knows that he is

| so weak that if he is not bound up well from neck to toes by an adult
he 1s liable to bend his chest or his neck so as in either case, to
- break it ds they put it. The first would cause him serious chest
troubleg showing sympRoms in the sides first and possibly causing his
~death at any time. An informant said: "My child Akosua was still
only lying on my lap so long asghe was less than two weeks old, since
She was so fragile. After this, because I noticedthatshe had little
control over hes head, I carried h&r behind me bound from neck to
feet to prevent hém bending and causing illness. T did this for the
fifst three months. On seeing thatShe was able to carry his head
er_ect over hes neck, I went on carrying he®, but now released her
right hand from the swaddling clothes. I put out the right one so that
¢he might start learning how toreceive things from people with that
on¢and not with the left hand. A monilw" later, whenShe was consider-
ed to have developed more, and was able to balance h&rself better,
haé hey other arm released too. But the 1legs were always bound until
'he learnt how to sit, because if, (say) on a visit to a friend, h®r
rlegs had been seen on the way by any wicked man, such might have
conjured hee and maJe he&n lame."
Generally, there is neither movable nor stationary furniture
| specially provided for the child. The only thing which is provided
"(in some of the cases when the child has taken a long time to walk)
'is a wooden contrivance with three wheels. Apart from this, when
‘children are seen pushing, lifting and climbing on furniture,this
furniture is that which is being used by the adults.
After the two hands of a child are released and have developed
gufficient muscular co-ordination to balance himself he is carried
a lot especially by his mother, sisters, grand-mother, and aunts, as
well as by his parents' friends. The female folk carry the child

by putting him on their backs, head up, with face facing the

learrier's back. First, arms are put into the adjacent armpits and

the childs legs opened towards the tow hips of the woman. Then, the
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!hnaln bonding:a i;%tle spreads a cloth over the back of the child,
tucking 'in or not tucking in all the 1imbs according to her liking,
~and brining the ends of the cloth to her own chest. She ties it
hard at two places: round the chest, and the waist. Usually when

women are working in the house, they mprefer their children to lie

~on a mat and play. But (after) when the child starts weeping, the

- mother rushes towards him and takes him, and gives him breast milk,

- and then carries him on her back. Thus, she goes about her work

of splitting firewood, going for water, sweeping the compound and
beating the fufu:jiarrying the child at the same time. When she is
going to have her bath, she gives him to an older sister, or to any-
body available who may carry him on their arms. Sometimes when
masculine members share in carrying him, they do it differently. A
father may hold the child's trunk and put its head on his shoulder
and allow the rest of its body to rest against his chest; then he puts
one arm of his on its back to keep it in position. For very special
purposes, such as for walking long distgnces, the father may carry
the child shoulderhigh, as chiefs are carried.

Children are not all the time being carried by adults. Sometimes

“ they lie on a mat; and when lying there, they are allowed to move

writer y
in any way they are capable of moving. 1kgobserve4a child lying

awake on his mat and saw him grasp his foot and bring it to his

' mouthy put it back, stretch his arms, try to turn himself upside down,

kick and extend his legs. Sinsaw this boy at the age of three months
when being made to sit on the ground for the first time. A4s the
practice of the place is, he was placed on the ground by his mother,
and relative (in this case and aunt) sitting behind him to support him,

a folded cloth then being tucked between his legs to support him

s
. from falling down. ]h‘:;as told that sometimes for such purposes, the

r

child is made to sit down on a mat and is supported by pillows all
round him or by blankets. At times a low stool is turned upside
down and the child put carefully onto it and left for sometime.. He
is supported by the sides of the stool. During such times the child

turns this way and that, bends forwards and backwards, and 1ifts up

his head and limbs according to his own liking.

-



P "!iq‘ age at which children learn to crawl varies in this
v"in.gge and it depends mostly on the strength of the child. The
crawling age ranges from four and a half to six months. "Crawling",
said an informant; "is a natural process and therefore cannot be

- taught. Tt should be guided only by God"s She then went on by

: deseribing how her child started to crawl. "My child at the age of
| 5 months started to crawl and he of ten struggled to sit up and started
g. tocry whenever he failed. Vhenever he awoke from sleep, he

| tried to sit up on the mat and to stretch his body and limbs. If

. he saw an object he wanted and couldn't reach it, he fell prostrate
and wept. Some weeks later when he felt he could balance himself well
he started moving his limbs. After amw days, he started to

- crawl on his hands and knees. At the age of six months to seven, he
had developed sufficient muscular co-ordination to balance his body,
and he crawled to all cornercs. of the room. He pulled down hanging
cloths. He crawled to the kitchen. He uncovered bowls to examine
the contents. He crawled to boxes and emptied them whether the
things were breakables or not, dropping them as he liked. However,
at this age, I encouraged his crawling by holding either a bright

kobject of some food at a distance so that he might crawl forward to

take it. All the same, he tended to crawl to every place, packing

and unpacking and causing all sorts of tr;ples and destroying

| valuable things. So I liked him to be restricted sometimes.

" T would take him to the werandah and give him an empty powder tin to
play with; or I at times carried him on my back however much he
pressed to go on crawling about .'

; The next stage in the motor development of the child is walking.

T The walking age varies and a child might be expected to walk between

|

|

" the ages of seven and eighteen months. During this time, the child

| can crawl on all fours like a guadrur,ed and he tries to support him-
\L self so as to stand erect by holdins the pole of a bed or holding on
other furniture or even the cloths of adults. He starts by taking

a few unsteady steps. Then the mother holding his hand sries to lead

him on. All adults and older children take an interest, look at him,

and urge him on with words. At this stage, a wooden contrivance

‘with three wheels may be provided for him to give him practiee.
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During such practice, a young adult keeps closely near to help

in case he should fall. In spite of the fact that the adults and
especially parents take an interest in early walking, the child is
not rewarded for having been able to walk. They fell that the Jjoy
he gets from it is sufficient enough. If because of illness it

| takes a child quite a long time to walk, say until he has already
reached the age of 18 months, his parents become so worried that
they start finding medicines and pricking his feet with a little
red fruit which looks like a newly growing pine-a]!:le in order to
make him capable of walking.

When a child reaches the walking stage, he is wvery difficult to
manage and can be seen toddling all over the house. In the house
of one of my inrormants,b:;aw a boy aged(‘)) nine ,who was walking
on his own, going here and there in the house. He walked from one
room to the other as if to discover something, and then to the
kitchen and back to the yard. When he saw his mother going out of the
house, he followed her to the gate and closed the gate quickly after
her. He stood behind it and cried for sometime, but he was quickly
comforted and then on hearing some noise in the bathroom, went there.
‘He was allowed to go every where in the house except on to high
verandahs or up high objects (from either of which he might fall
easily) or near the fire place (where he might get burnt). It is when
children are very happy that they go from room to room and from the
kitchen to the bathroom - in other words, all ov:r the house. An
informant told me that once she found an old little brown travelling
bag on the street and gave it to her grand-child of about a year
old. The child was so glad that she explored every bit of the
house on that day until very late, when he was told to go to bed.
Knowing how children in this country have no limits in moving in
the house,“;):an;thrilled when, spending three weeks in a country
house in Hereford,Sh,saw a boy called James who was a year old and
who could toddle about being kept from early morning till evening
in a play-pen with his many toys around him. He was thus prevented

the whole day long from moving about.
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' ~ In this village, when children are driven by motor urges, they
:§?e ceaselessly on the move, walking, climbing and exploring. They
do all this carelessly without thinking of the danger. Consequently,
{it times some walk a lot and wander far and wids. Others get near
}isome dangerous things, such as fire, boiling water, sharp knives ete.

' In such cases the mother tries to make the risk of danger less

| 1likely by (say) shutting the kitchen, where there is glowing fire

or boiling water, whem no one is present there. Likewise sharp

articles are removed from the way of the boy. When parents find

that such -methods do not work, they employ others. Since they know
for example that children want to exnlore the outside world, mother
can ask an older boy to take the child out to help him whenever
danger is near and to bring him home in time. Those who are older are
threatened with punishment and indeed punished at times for being
insolent and wandering off, going near fire places and touching
dangerous things as knives. Children are sometimes warned by stories
about children who did the same dangerous things and were caught by
ghost, dwarfs, police and the white man. In this village, when a

child wanders and is rescued and returned to the chief's house, the

" mother is questioned and fined. So mothers are very particular

d
3

h
N

about their children.

One of my informants told me of a boy aged ?, Okoto by name,
who was very fond of wandering. He said: "Okoto is an adopted
child. His parents live in another village. He does nothing other
than wandering. One day I sent him to buy me a box of matches at
about 7 a.m. but by noon he had not returned. Ve sent
people round to search for him because everybody in the house was
upset and worried. Ve knew that he might go to some relatives'
house for food, but all the same we had to search for him because if
he was taken to the chief's house we might get into trouble. Ve

nearly asked the chief's servant to beat the gong-gong SO aS to start

a general search for him. It was 8 p.m. that he apneared in the house

When he came we threatened and scolded him, pushed hot peprer into his

&nus, with-held from him his meal, and told him frightening stories

about children. We did all these, but it still did not work.

He is still fond of wandering and even goes SO far to say that it is
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2 bad boys who live longer than those who are good .M
In this village,

it is generally known that most children are

lways active and are alwvays on the move and so if such active child-

ren are found sitting silently and still adults suspect that they

‘are 111 and find a means to help them to get better. There are some
‘children who are quiet by nature and so if those children sit still
}gnd quiet somewhere in the house, adults do not mind it much.
Children vwho busy themselves too much with quarrels and mischief and
fiith making themselves dirty, are made to sit quiet and still for
some little stretch of time. Another time when‘children are expected
to behave like that, is when the adults are entertaining a visitor or
are conversing with other adults. In such a case, the child is
expected to keep mute, to sit still, to have nothing to say, and to
do nothing that would disturb the adult until he leaves their
presence, or until they finish their conversation.
In order that children will not always move about their parents
or cause incovenience, they are allowed to engage in motor plays
which will keep them elsewhere and busy. The parents warn them
against those which involve dangers such as falling, ar breaking or
.cutting an arm; and so much running and wrestling is not allowed.
u:)gserved a child, one Afua Nyarko by name, two and a half years of
;ge. She was playing with a cigarrette-tin 1id with which she fetched
water, carrying it qs adultg do,on her head and vpouring it into

.l bucket. After her mother had finished baking bread, Afua mixed

some of the ashes with water, earried it, and started shouting
'Kookoo' (corn porridge) in imitation of those who seel it. ©She

like many other little giris, busied herself with play-cooking.

Some girls who have dolls bathe them, feed them, and put them to sleep.
At times they carry their dolls on their backs as if they were new
born babies. Boys, on the other hand, play with things which appeal
to their masculine taste. They make a simple 'lorry' with string
threaded through an empty thread reel. And by holding the end of

the string, they pull it about the compourd or on the verandah.

They make other complicated 'lorries' as they call them, with petrol

n 1s made of empty thread reels.
cases, having a flat top and four whee
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Pno of them sits on it and the others push him round. Another
‘common lorry is got by making a wheel out of a big seed or from a
tree, and by fixing a long pole of about fowr yards to it. The boys
pull it about by pushing the free end of the pole. This kind of
lorry is wused for carrying water from the river, by hanging a bucket
on a fixed nail in the middle of the long pole. Another spot where
children are seen at motor play is in the sand. A child may be seen
from the house, carrying or heaping or wetting or modelling the

sand into any object he likes.
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Little babies normally sleep quietly and soundly at night,
making up every now and then to suckle, drink or eliminate.
!hey also sleep a lot during day time.

However, as they grow older and learn how to walk, they
sleep very little in the day time. They give much of their
time to play, and being tired as a result of it sleep very
soundly and deeply throughout the whole night.

When they are a little older, say between the ages of
four and six, they learn to play outside. You will find them
playing about on moonlight nights; and on such occasfions
mothers can scarcely persuade them to go to bed early.

Mothers find ways and means to make them go to bed. When
the child is fairly young, say less than a year, the mother
carries him on her back and sings to him. She may pace up and
down slowly until the child sleeps. If the child is not
weaned, the mother allows the child to suckle while lying by
her side on a bed. The child may fall asleep soon afterwards.
A child of over a year may be promised some favourite foods for
the following day. If this fails, the mother resortsto story
telling and in severe cases to threatening, and beating, after
which a child normally cries and falls asleep.

On account of poor accommddation, children and parents
share the same rooms. Some parents sleep on a bed, while the
children are on a mat and in other cases, a parent may share
the same mat or beds with them.

Where conditions are a little better, older children from
nine onwards sleep in a separate room from that of the parents.
This was approved of by the informants on the grounds that the
older children might watch their parents when engaged in sexual
intercourse. The older children usually sleep on mats in groups
of twos and threes. It is often the enuretic or those who have
chronic sores which should be out of danger that sleep 2lone.

Such children are provided with their separate mats.
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HEATLTH.

To all Agogo mothers, wetness and, to the enlightened,
dirtiness are considered to be the main cause of ill-health in
children. It is the common belief that if a child gets wet

for a long time either by getting wet in the rain, or by lying
in his urine, or by any other means, he will develop a cold, a
cough or preumonce or 'asabra'. If a child is suffering from
'Asabra' he becomes weak with a high temperature and at the same
time gets spots all over the body.

The enlightened mothers know that children who play in the

those
dust may catch scabies and that«who eat or drink contaminated

food or water may catch worms.

Mothers are well aware that a child must be sent to the
doctor as soon as he contracts any of these diseases. They
quite appreciate the fact that a 1ittle delay on their part
would lead to undesirable results.

Some mothers make it a point to have their children bathed
daily; they realize that it is the habit of children to play in
the sand so that it is essential that they are given a regular
bath to keep them clean and healthy. However, there are others
who do not bother themselves very much in seeing to it that
their children have reguler baths. The children of such mothers
go without a bath for days on end. These children are therefore
not very healthy. They suffer every now and then from rashes
and other forms of skin diseases.

Apart from the precautions which mothers take to prevent
their children from getting wet or dirty, they also warn them
not to walk or play too much in the sun. It is believed that
if a child walks too much in the sun, it will get sun-stroke,
or become too weak.

Crying too often is also believed to be injurious to a
child's health. Every means is therefore used to stop it. This
may take the form of fulfilling the child's wishes or of cares-
sing him.

Another thing which engages mothera' attention with respect

to the health of their children is too much eating of mangoes
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- and ﬁgiHSOO- They say that it will bring about diarrhoea and
i-yiontzv.

At ‘gogo also, mothers think it is their duty to keep the
[ teeth of their children clean. Bad teeth in children, it is
held, do not only cause stomach disorders but they reflect badly
on the mother. Mothers who allow their children's teeth to decay
are looked upon with contempt for neglecting their duty as
mothers. Mothers are therefore particular about the cleanliness

of the teeth of their children. Every morning, the child is

given a'piece of chewing stick with which to clean his teeth.

When a child falls sick, a native doctor is normally called
in. The medicine which usually given for treatment of children
consists of herbs, roots and bark. These are washed, chopped
and later boiled. The solution which is obtained is mixed
with small quantities of pé}er and salt and is given from a
calabash to the sick child in small doses.

Though the responsibility for nursing the child back to
health rests with the mother, grandmothers frequently give
their help.

The treatment which is prescribed by these native-men is
generally successful. However, should the child's condition

become worse he s sent to the Agogo hospital by his parents,




iy, ™

ssing
b N
express love. However, if it is done at all, it is the child

: L
of about 3 months of age who is kissed.
| o

’> It 1s either the mother or the father or sisters or brothers

“5@?’1n very rare cases very intimate friends or relatives who
kiss the child. The mouths are never kissed but the cheek may

- be kissed. This happens when the adult concerned is playing
with the child and‘wants him to be happy. Sometimes the child's
breast.§ are kissed and when this happens the child is found
indling:even if he has started to weep.

When the child is about three months old, he can be stroked,

gat on lap, tickled, and rocked by an adult who happens to
éarry him. By these and some other things such as handling
and fondling, the adults try to show love to the child who
responds with a smile. As far as embracing children is concerned
it is only when either the child or the adult concerned has been
absent for a long time that it is practiced. It is done by
relations in the immediate 'family' or by an intimate friend.
Both girls and boys are handled in the same way until they
reach the age of nine or a certain age. When a child starts
walking, some physical contacts such as kissing, strokingirocking
are stopped. But sitting on laps goes on for scmetime until
he is about two. Embracing éoes on through life. The other

physical contacts with girls go on for a longperiod than that

‘ with boys, because they very often keep very close to their

1 mothers whilest the boys develop a sort of independent attitude.

1 When the child is above two years, the sex organ is washed

'  with water only and the hands are rubbed inside it to ensure

‘ cative cleanliness. In this village, there are no restrictions
as such on physical contacts. In Agogo, people think that such
things as kissing on the mouth are inappropriate.

For example, one of my female informants said "Even children

know what is accepted in our society because yesterday I re-

tgrned from a journey and on seeing my child of four, he ran up

to me shouting: "me na oo" ("Haloa, mummy") T responded to him

: and he stretched his hands to be embraced so I embraced him,

on the whole is not very much used in this village 1
| ‘

|
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appened in my absence (i.e. about his favourite food that he
- eaten, about people that had called, about motor games he

ahd his sisters and brothers had had). ‘T made an atbemt to kiss
f_ him on the mouth but he quickly turned his head away as a
iign of refusing that way of showing love - whereas he thought 1
the embra¢ ing good and appropriate".
In this society, kissing is little known and if it is
done at all, it is adults who kiss little children either on
- the cheek or on the breasts, but a child is never required to
kiss an adult or another child. If a child were to kiss anybody,
he would be considered as a child who is having 2pgoral stan-
- dards. As such, adults do not in any way encourage thas physical
| contacts in their children to bring shame on their family.
| When a child is bathed, special attention is paid to the
1 genitals and they are not only bathed but they are also treated
with hot water, because mothers think that if this is neglected,
a sore may develop there.

The vagina of an infant girl is cleaned with a towel, and
lying on the mother naked, her feet are put well apart and warnm
water dropped into it; sometimes some herba called "onunum" are
heated on a hot stone, and when warm put on her genital. When
an infant boy is bathed, the mother cleans his penis by lifting
it and dropping warm water into it. After that, since males
here are not circumcised, the fore-skin may be pulled backwards
and cleaned with a towel or & rag.

There ere no special children's words for the genitals.
However when children are very young and are learning how to

talk, they may in some cases coin some words of their own, but
as soon as they understand adults' words, they use the adult
names for them. Older children and adults speak freely of the

genitals in conversations or orders or in quarrels.

1 ' i ki h child is peculiar to a
he woman's desire to kiss her i
cizisen of that place. Perhaps she copied it from the few
Europeans in the village.
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€ it is not uncommon to hear such expression as:"oye

tﬁhbea pee, yefi kote biako mu," meaning "she is my real

i i&lﬂiﬂr; we come from the same penis", Therefore children do

}v'gu not feel ashamed when they use tne adult name for them and

~ do not find the need to retain a coined word if they have one

~ or of ehaping one up.

Masturbation in children is recognised as being common-

1hhpas told that children often play unconsciously with their
genitals, boys pulling and turning theirs and girls sggking

| or examining theirs. Adults abhor that sort of thing because

they think that a child who engages in such activities in his

'infancy, turns to be eof a weak moral character in adulthood.

fhis is what an old man said, "My son Kwadwo is now well over

twenty and I cannot compare him to anything other than a he-goat

in his infancy, he often played with his genitals and would not
that
listen to any advice given him." Another informant said , when

\
because he is morally wery weak. I remember quite well that
|
|
| hu-daughter Akosua was two years old, she engaged in masiurba-
tion and therefore got a disease widQly known here as "Odeepua'
(Leucorrhoea or the 'whites'). This is a-disease which attacks
s~ females only and which causes a sort of discharge in the vagina.
% . In this village girls of about less than two years old and
boys of about four years of age and less are often seen playing
+ with their genitals and since the adults do not like that, a
child's hand is taken away immediately he is seen putting it on
them. In order to be able to prevent that properly, ch’ldren
are provided with pilch knickers which they are, as occasion
arises, told to put on. Girls are taught from infancy to wear
a red napkin over their vagina in order to prevent people seeing
it and dirt getting into it and also to prevent masturbation.
If however, in spite of all these preventives and advice, a
i child is seen playing with the genitals, other methods are em-
ployed to make Them stop it. A mother may, for example, threaten
- her child to stop masturbating or otherwise the while man will

~ inject her, or the dwarfs carry her away. If that method fails
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‘jﬁ&qn?ihsr sometimes resorts to punishments such as beating or
jisiiug mashed 9inger or herbs mixed with p%}er into the anus or
\&inpping the juice of §inger into the vagina. Hand-tying is

~ not known in this village.

!
k

Shortly after children have started to walk, they start
éngaging themselves in all sorts of motor play and épx games.
They go on doing these until they are about six to seven years
of age. Some are done individually at home. Under that,a girl
may be seen treating her doll as a human being, bathing it,
powdering it, carrying it on her back and feeding it. If a
bought plastic or rubber doll is not available, the child sub-
stitutes for such a plantain and the one they like the best is
fwin plaptain that is, the one having two fingers. Only yester-
day,1hﬂ;::'a child who was asleep but who had a4 dressed plantain
toy supposed to be sleeping along her side. The children become
8o infatuated with their dolls which might be anything from stones,
to dolls of human form. Then they try to talk to them and make
them talk too. Ama is a girl in this village who is fond of
talking to her doll,and, on one occasion, when her mother had
arrived from the farm, she gave a shout of joy and asked her
doll whether it was not going to do the same. Girls also busy
themselves in deing a make-belief cooking. There are however
gsome individual sex games for boys, for a boy may use any con-
venient round object as a stearing wheel and turn‘ng it this way
and that running about making the sound vuuuv-vuuuv, imitates
the driver. Another one may have a toy gun and pretend to be a
hunter for some time.

When the children are a bit older, from four years to five
and a half or six, they concentrate on group sex games in addition
$0 the individual ones at home. A group of children from six to
ten comprising of both girls and boys may be seen busy engaging
in sex games. The type of game the group does depends upon their
environment. In the christian quarters, the game might be a
scene at school in which a boy takes the lead as a teacher and

lines the others up two by two, marches them through a line and

___

M



~ is equivalent to 'Jack and Jill went up the hill' in English. m

~ If the one acting as a teacher has been Primary Class one for |

some time, he starts teaching them the letters of the Twi
alphabet. When things are not going well for the teacher, he
Just gives each a knock on their heads. 4lso in the Christian
quarters one common sex play is "The brass band". The Presbyte-
rian Church has got a brass band which plays during some Sunday
services and so the children who are present during such times
imitate them. A boy may conduct the others who may be singing
and may be beating tins and pans with sticks as their brass
instruments.

. In the heathen guarters, the sex game may be fetish dance.
All the players may smear ash on their bodies representing the
white clay their elders smear on their bodies. One will be the
fetish priest himself, dancing jumping about and turning his head
this way or that and just trying to imitate the fetish priest
himself. Some of the others may be singing, others clapping

and the rest beating the tins with sticks to represent drumming.
Besides these environmental sex games, there are some other group
ones which are common in the town. Some groups, especially
those of boys only, play an Army scene and a mixed group may
also play driver and passengers. Others also play life in the
home which they elect mother, father and children. The mother
may dress just like a grown-up, wearing a headkerchief and sub-
stituting something for breast and wearing a second top cloth
and carrying a doll on her back. The father puts on a cloth and
puts on the air and the dignity of a father. The children, who
are more often then not younger than their make-believe parents,
behave childishly and expected to be petted or helped and

looked after by the parents.

Sex games are regarded as something good so long as the
ehild does not hurt himself with them. Since this is an
agricultural town, parents often leave the children at home
for their farms and it is during such times that the children

engage in those things. As such the adults find it a blessing
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3+ '“5"33' a child is born a few clothes are provided in which

:‘T?g_gggAfeal warm and with which he can cover himself. In early

; .Phildhood, nobody bothers much if he is naked or not before
people, but from five years onwards he is taught to feel
énhlldd when he appears naked. Some mothers are particular about
dressing their children so that they do not appear naked before
some other women because as an informant said y"women in this
village gossip too much and if the child is deformed in any way,
the news will spread in a few seconds." Other female children
also should feel ashamed before ren when naked, bccause, as
an informant put 1t‘that lapse from modesty betrays the weak

~ moral charaecter of the moiher concerned. They are also taught
to feel ashamed when naked before any strangers from outside
the wvillage, for being so they would be considered as having
no manners. In spite of all this, there are some parents whose
children go naked in the town. Either they haven't got time to
see to it that the children dress, or they think that they are
only children and therefore they need not feel ashamed. Such
naked children are only made to feel ashamed when they are ten
to eleven years of age.

Tire children are trained to dress before they begin to

feel ashamed of being naked. ‘''hen the children are young, say
at the age of five, the mother often Iresses them so that they
may not be naked. This is what an informant said: "I always
dress my child before he goes to bed so that he will get up in
the morning dressed already." This she said, was a means of
treating the laspe from modesty; and she said that her child is
now so acquainted with its dress that whenever he hasn't got it
on, he asks: "Mummy, where is my dress?" Then & child purposely
refuses a dress, he is warned against it. The mother might say
"Ho! it is a shame to go about naked like this; if you do not
put on a dress, I shall beat youj’ If that fails, the mother
resorts to threats and punishmemts until the child agrees to
wear the dress.

Attitudes toward nakedness differ accordng to the child's

| sex, for girls are taught %o feel more ashemed than boys.

|3
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s qakednese, because Evo,—iuﬁgg seeing that she was naked,

unncriﬁ hersihf quietly. In th*s village, men are sometimes

ig:h having tneir bath in the yard whilst women have to have

&;vii in an enclosed place.

e s e accepted in this society that men can stand near any
~ wall, even near the street to urinate whilst a woman doing this
 will be hooted at. And, although these customs concern adults,
-they are also followed by children too. Girls must always
feel more ashamed when they are naked; because of that, the
vagina should always be covered with a red napkin tacked into
‘the waist-beads both in front of her and at her back; lapse
from this at any age is considered immodest.

The age which the child gets help im dressing and undres-
ging differswidely in this village and it may range from four
and a half to even six years. It all depends on the ability
of the child. Very often before this time, as soon as he gets
up from bed or hns his bath the mother puts his dress on for him.
At times, wanting to put his dress on, he will perhaps turn the
wrong side up, or turn the front of the dress towards the back;
and the;;fore, until this time, he gets help in dressing and un-
‘dressin g. On the whole, boys spend a shorter period of their
childhood getting that help, because the way in which they put
on their cloth is much simpler than that of the girls. So at
the age of five the boys do not get more help. Girls have to
put on their cloth hangling from their waist, and then to put
on a blouse. This is much more difficult that what the boys
do. So they need help until they are about six years of age.

Parents' attitudes towards undressing before children vary
greatly from house to house and from individual to jndividual.

- gome women undress before their children in their rooms; others
while naked in the bathroom call their sons and d aughters to
bathe them; others feel free to walk half naked to the waist
in the streets and expose their breast. On the other hand, there

are some mothers who hate to undress before their children.

[ —— e
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I!hat such an fnfofﬂant.saii, "I am always struck to see

e women walk half bare in the market or streets. T cannod

|

>A§Eﬁf$&a% because children are notvery wise; when they see you
~ naked they would go and tell other people, even perhaps, those
 of whom you feel shy, all about your private parts. BEven 3if I
~am given ‘(£100) hundred pounds for it, I shall never strip

- myself naked before children." A father does not often strip

- himself naked before his children except when he takes his bath

»in the yard; and even at such a time as this he tries to hide
his penis. Immediately after the bath, he may put a cloth
round his waist to cover his genitals before walking across
_the yard. An adult in spite of what is written above, may be
somewhat naked before a child, since all of them use the same
public latrine.

The age at which changes from baby dresses to romper or
other clothes are introduced differs according to the taste of
the mother. For some mothers who are very fond of their children
and want to make a fun of them by seeing them in adult dresses
introduce them at an early age say at 3 years, but the common
age at which the native custom is introduced is from four and
a half te six years of age.

The similarity which is in the dresses of boys and girls
below five years of age, is that the dresses can be made from
the same material. It should be a soft one since their skin is
80 delicate. The difference only comes in the style of the
dress. The boys dress is 'all in one' with short sleeves and
the most important thing is that a cord should be.put round the
hem at the neck and after wearing it, both ends of the cord
are pulled together and knotted together. The girl can have
a blouse sewn onto the shirt and the sleeves gathered. After
about four and a half years, these dresses are changed for
native costumes and in some cases for European costumes. The
boy gets a piece of cloth about a yard and a half which he is
taught how to put on, wrapping it round himself and throwing
the ends over his shoulder. TIf he is about to go to school

" he would be given khaki shorts and a shirt.

-
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il SEX DISTINCTIONS

In this village, all children both boys and girls below two
years of age have mare of less similar behaviour and are not |
suprosed to behave differently in any aspect. However the differ-
phnce begins to anpear after the second year vhen boys seem to
be driven by some forces to behave in a masculine way whilst the
girls increasingly become feminine. If a petty trader brought

his wares into a house, the boy of two. would ask his mother to

buy such toys as a ball, or a toy gun or a toy lorry for him

and would lie @own and kick his legs and ween if a ball for instance
was not bought for him. At the same time a girl of two, seeing'the
same wares, and having different interests would ask for a doll.

The boy of two may also run to a man who comes to the house

on a bicyle and look at it in wonder - this being the first

time - and then touch it, and if he is not hurt rroceed to

examine it. A girl of two may observe how the woman who sells

corn porridge comes into the house and how she behaves, and will
i{mitate her some hours or days later. When a bit older, boys

start to whet knives or cultlasses and rretend to be weeding, whilst
girls chop onions and practise make-belief cooking. 'hen fighting,
boys try to show manliness even if they are unable to beat the
girls, becghse if they cry, they would be teased by adults sayings:
"Ho! just fancy a boy who allows himself to be beaten by a girl."
1;;;:;rved a fight between two children in vhich the girl used

a broom to beat the boy and the latter alsn ran after her and

made an attempt to wound her with a cutlass he had in his hand.

In games, the interest of boys is centred rourd manly ectivities,
such as running up and down, chasing each other, throwing stones

at birds and lizards, climbing trees, playing driver and passengers,
vlaying football, jumping over obstacles, and high jumoing. The
girls on the other hand 1ike such games as "amne", make-belief
cooking, farming, and 'ahinta ahinta'y, a game in which a person
hides and a second one goes rourd to seek her.
it 1s expected in this villare that every boy and girl

shall behave in 2 boyish and girlish way respectively.



F-
{‘

53
 Tgip9rQ~wra children who do rot aprarently do so. There was
a boy, Yaw by name, 10 years of age; who was fond of smearing
;g}ay on the mud stoves in the kitchen and who also delighted to
cook food and carry it to his father. This is what Yaw's mother
said about. "This girlish behaviour is not good because when

“qay boy is a man one day, no woman will want to marry him because

women will see that he is very familiar with the kitchen and that
he would never be satisfied with the work his wife would do.
Conseouently, I always =dvise him about this and warn, and even
threaten and punish him at times. And now he is stopning it."
There are some boys in this village, of whom the youngest one is
four and the seniors and adolescents, who are sometimes seen
patrolling the town in women's attire. No treatment is accorded
these bovs because neonl= think that it is just to create fun.

If some girls are seen doing boyish things such as chasing butter=-
flies, throwing stones into trees to kill birds, hunting mice,
setting traps or playing football, there are checked at once or
beaten because the adult fears that they might develop manly flesh
and would seem stunid. Such a girl is all the time ridicule by
her fellows and reminded by her mother to be in the company of
girls and to know how other girls behave and to cony them.

There :}e the words "sissy" and 'broor' in use here but only
in a few homes. The word "s&ssy" is the shortened form of the
English word sister, and brother her@has deteriorated into 'broor’',
Tomboy is urknown here. In one of the homes in wvhich the writer
investigated into this matter, there was a woman, the mother of five
children, who was called sissy by everybody in the house be it
her mother, own child, nephew, niece, sister or brother, because
she was called thus when 2 1ittle girl by her brother, and now
both young and old have joined in calling her "sisgy". Thus
her own children, one of twelve,one of eight, one of six, one of
three; and the other of one and a half, call her "sissy" too.

About the age of eight, boys and girls are semarated in
certain resnect: because at such an age, the boys very distinctly

know that their sex is dif ferent from that of the girls, and viee



é}ﬁ@j!a‘ _At home for examnle, during the night two or three girls
~sleen on one mat while boys also sleen on a common boys mat.
~Even in doing house work, girls are semarated by beirg given such
jobs as Bweevping, helning the mother, washing pots and helping
to cook the meals. Boys have interest in chonning wood, carrying
water, setting the table, and keening away from the kitchen.
At this same age, vhen children are nlaying on their own, say
in the evemings, there are some games like somersaunlts which
they think is strictly for boys and therefore automatically girls
exclude themselves from them. At school at the age of eight,
children are nok very much separated. They have a'l their lessons,
games and activities together, excent such things as certain exerc-
ises in Physical Training €.g2. teap-frog. In this, the children
stand in one long line in Indian file, stnoning ard having each
successive last child in the “ine jumning over each of the rest.
A teacher concerned said that at times when the girls are not
nroperly dressed, the boys on seeing their sexual organs begin
to giggle and make remarks. At the level of Middle School age,
the boys form a complete group for nurroses of Physical Training.
Also, whilst the boys are doing Agriculture, the girls do House
Craft. The preference of parents for boys to! girls, or girls
to boys, varies according to the marents' sex, each feeding to
prefer children to be of their own sex.

In this village, maternal inheritance is practised and there-
fore it is the nride of every mother to have some female children
who will increase the size of her family in order that it
might not die out. In spite of the fact that boys are of much
use at home and on farms, since they do not continue the kinshin
they are not wanted as much as the girls are from the Pint of view.
Once, the writer saw an old woman who was beumoaning the death of
her only daughter and on’y child at the hospital. The discussed
had left her own on'y child, a boy of ahout a year and a half.
Since the sorrowful old woman knew that the child as a boy and did
not count much in the matrilineal system, she did not care even to

give him food and said "After all my child has died, what am ]
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‘to do with this thing? I know I shall not bear a child

}‘f in and so that is the end of my family." The woman was so
deeply touched by the irrevarable loss of her orly daughter, and

- was so indignant towards the little boy, that she nearly became
demented. Besides the given reason why mothers love children

.~ of the female sex, they are also avare that when boys grow a

- little older, they tend to heln their fathers more on their farms

- and that it is their daughters who will helv them to execute

. their household duties. The fathers, since, they are not connected
{ with the matrilinial system have not much nreference concerning the
sex of the child, although they do know that their male children
can give them help on their farms as well as give the fathers
tﬁemselves protection in times of danger. Conseruently the fathers
tend, if anything, to nrefer male children.

In this village, it so harrens that married counles do not live
together. The wife stays with her family and the husband in
another house and thereforethe child has more contact with the
parent with whom he lives. Usually small children stay with
their mothers, who care for them, and thus have contact with them
from the ®eginning. During this time, the moth=r feeds, bathes them,
Protects tham from dangers, listens to their 1ittle complaints,

" dresses them and does everything for their comfort. They might

even not know that the money which is used on them comes from
the father and consenuently their love and contact with their
mother becomes close and deen. The conta_ct of female children
with their mothers become even stronger. This happens because

the girl stays close to her mother even after she has ceased to

be a little child in order to learn household work so that she will
know how tn manage affairs if she marries one day. Conseruently,
she accompanies the mother to the market, farm, shon, her friends
j house. And she is the right hand of the mother. She helons in
- looking after the yound siblings and helps ir all matters in thke
house.

The contact which the older boy has with his mother suddenly

chaﬁges when he realizes that he is not of the same sex as his
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Ejiﬂ%hﬁ?i and that he will not be expected to behave as she does

ﬂvjnjtutuwe. He therefore turns his attention and interest to his

» father. At first he pays longer visits at his Bther's house.
Then some later the visits last so late into the night that he

. cannot return to his mother's house and therefore starts srend=-
|

ing nights at his father's. The father feels obliged to take ecare
of him; and then a deever contact is effected between the son

and father. As the boy grows he learns the vnrover way males should
behave. He accompanies his father to the farm to work, aﬁd learns

some skills that he might need in future. At this stage, the

. boy grows to like the father and anpreciate his manly aqualities

because of the clese contact.

On the whole, the children of Agogo prefer the mparent of the
same sex; because girls for example, for reasons that have been
given above, stay with their mothers from their infancy until they
marry. Theytherefore, in addition to the close contact they have
with them, develon a sort of liking for them, try to be helpful

. in all ways and be free with them and confide in them too. The
only time when girls are bitter towards their mothers is when
they have reached the adolescent stage and want to make a choice
of a husband or a_boy-friend which the mother does not approve
of. At such times, they find their mothers intruding, unsympathetic
and harsh; but the mothers feel that it is their work to e %o
that their girls interest is directed into the right channel.
Although boys stay with their mothers dmring infancy, yet as soon
as they become bigger boys they leave and stay with their fathers
from whem manly skills are learnt. Therefore the boys develop
a deep liking for them and thus prefer them. Although generally
speaking, boys and girls prefer marents of the same sex in this
village yet there are some factors which determine some changes in
some cases. For instance, if a child stays with the parent
of the same sex and feels insecure in some resnect of clothing,
or because he is being ignored, or because of favouritism

towards other children, or because of being forbidden his own
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_however sees & change in the size of his mother's

n and asks about it. There was a child called Kwasi, aged

?btrs, who noticed such a change in his mother. He, Kwasi,

s one of the children who over-ate and had therefore zot a

truding stomach which his mother always ridiculed,telling him

“:iﬁi‘fg eat too mch. One day when his meother was eating, he said

| "Mummy your tummy is so large nowadays but you are still eating.

Did you not tell me that my stomach was protruding and that I

| should stop eating too mucﬂr? Mothers often hear such remarks from

b, young children but they do not tell the children what is going

to happen because they are so little and are'not meant to know

. what adults know. The writer met a young Sierra Leone educated

’ woman who haJ given birth to a little baby at the Agogo hospital,

| and asked how her two older children felt about the arrival of the

| third child. She replied, "Long before the size of my abdomen

| changed, I told my two little girls, Matina aged four, and Nene

| azed two, that there was a tiny baby developing in my abdomen.
When my abdomen became bigger, I told them that that was the
effect of the child growing bigger. If the little one made any
movement in my abdomen when the two older ones were making
unnecessary amount of noise, I would tell them that because
of their noise the child was moving about . One day I left my
house for the hospital at Agogo, but before that, I told Matina
that the baby was about to come and therefore I was going to
the doctor, who would take it out. Whoever called at the house
after this ° was told by Matina that mummy had gone to Agogo so
that the doctor would take the baby out of her stomach. When I
wWas admitted at the hospital for delivery, every mornings after
getting out of bed, the two children would ask whether the baby
had arrived. Consequently when it was born, they were very zlad,

and came over to the Hospital to carry her. Whenever thev saw
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When the birth of the child is at hand either at the hospital
‘ward or in a house in the village, the child is never allowed

-

, come inmto the place. An informant said: "During such time of

ﬁigh* think that his mother was dying and cry aloud and perhaps

- be influenced by the fear and shock for a ldng time afterwards.
{lbreover, a child might trouble the mother, wish to lie beside
her, and to suckle, and when the process itself was going on, see
the mother's vagzins and this would be hizhly undesirable”.

After the baby has had its first bath and had its naval cord
treated, and after the mother has been cleaned, the baby is put
beside the mother. The older child, who perhaps has been frighlened
and crying because of being separated from mammy and who has been
cared for by an older sister or aunt or grand-mother, now makes
his way to the room where the newly born child and the mother are.
Until now he has remained ignorant; but on hearinz the baby's cry,
or on seeing it, he bezins to get curious. He then starts asking
such questions as "who is thig"? "Where does it come from"

@Ihy is it not of a dark colour as I am?". The mother's child

or any adult present tells him that this is his mother's child

and that he comes from the mother®s abdomen. If however, the
birth coincides with the return of a familiar relation from a
‘iournmy;’the child's curiosity may be quenched by te[linz him

" that that relation bouzht it from the bigz town 'Kumasié Jf he
-Fiftufnnrds askgwhere mummy's"big belly" has gone to, they are
‘either not answered at all, if the answer given to the other
BREties ¥es o 210 (such se the baby was from Eumasi) or they

, t0ld that the child comes from the abdomen,and tlat that is




z him in all sorts of ways, now her attention is focused
. weak mﬂ.e thing", as he no doubt would put it. Now

e wants ‘lg lie beside his mother , she only allows it at times.
*3‘[1@!‘ she says "stop, stop, stop, do not kill my child

l'. ‘lﬁeﬁdher does this for fear that the older one might
the tender newly borm one. If this, of course, is the mother's
ude towards the previous child, then it is a not:ﬁnreasonsble
ition that he will develop jealous attitude towards the newly
3 ‘one. The child may show his jealousy in many ways. If the
 born one is being fed, the other will tell his mother to feed
w instead. In such a case if the child can eat solid food,
lqs&g given some to eat at once. Some children beat the newly ‘

ones out of jealousy and ask their mothers to throw them

W and to carry themselves on their back instead. In such a
mn older child may carry the jealous ome on his back.
‘Sometimes: when the child is alone with the new ome in the room,
may pinch him, spit om him, or try to stend on his legs.
é&m»im, the mother will take her time in talking to the
She patiemtly explains to him that the child is Lis sister
) mr) and that it is his own child, and that it is weak
s and should therefore be treated with sympathy, love,
S Sometimes, the child on hearing this decides +to
0 the new cne and consequently at times gces to the

ving it more water than is necessary.
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11ld gets near the new ome, at first he may be scolded,
ce matters were differemt in former times, when his motker
all her attention and care, he now starts developing
t of jealousy which is of course provoked by the mother's

of attitude towards him. If however, such an emotion is

mked, parents do not permit it to remain, because if they

Qg, tke child will be so embittered that he may harm the new one

'm ‘he un not feel happy in the house, where he would always

be fretful, or cause troubles in other ways.

s Parents in Agogo know that all their children belonz to them
and therefore they try as much as possible to treat all of them
equally, but at times they find this difficult. One of my inform-
ants said: "However much I should like to treat these four
ehildren of mine equally, I cannot because this boy, Kofi

neithaer

&aged ten is so disobedient that he will ., pound fufu, nor fetch

‘water, nor carry his younger brother. And since he doesn't do

what I like, I treat him differently from the others. I scmetimes
deprive him of his happimess by refusing to give him extra meat or
the present the others are getiing". Some parents may have a
favourite amongst their children and such a child may be one who
hag a nice and striking complexion which wins the sdmiration of
the publie. Or the favourite may simply be the eldest or the
'youngeat child of the family. Such favouritism goes om, if the
striking thing goes on until the child is an adult, when parents
may give him valuable things such as Cocoa farms.

Although some of the other children in the family may get
favoured over and above certain others, even then, more often than
not, the most favoured will be the youngest child of the family.
He is often made the centre of attraction and interest. It is

he who receives much love and attemtion from the parents and there

!‘lem anything done to cause him inconvEnience. He is often

P
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& sbout tha mother who pampers him = lot. Children

' mmm 1‘? a@‘amﬂ status and consequently the youn-
the family is called 'kaa akyire' (meaning, the last borm).
rst born, uhﬂﬂ;ir a male or female, is called 'peesie'

ng, the first onme who opened the womb). He is supposed to

e saved his parents from the disgrace of steriligy. When
rm he is very much pampered and given a lot of attention and
:]ﬁm.‘ When he grows up and has sisters and brothers, still dignity
-g., confered on him. Thus when the children are being imtroduced

$o a stranger, the 'opiesie' or first born is addressed accordingly
and is introduced first. Also, since he is the first born he

ia given the first and largest share when something is being
distributed to the children. The above are the advantages of
being the first born and are the good things that they enjoy; but
on the other hand they do have certain disadvantages. Although

he is so much ljkad, he is scolded very strongly when he is found
doing something wrong, for instance, abusing an elderly person,

. or refusing to carry out an order, or being disobedient, or (when
an adolescent) he tries to choose the wrong girl for a friend.
Parents do this because they feel that he is the head of the lot

| so0 thaf if he goes wrong all the others will copy him, and bring
unhappiness and disaster into their family. Secondly, the
Yopiesie' has to execute all mean and undesirable jobs and duties
such as emptying a pot of stools. By the other children, he is
‘canaidored as a sort of fool in some way, who works and works and
does mean things - all Because he is head. "It is more advantage-
ous to be the youngest child than to be the oldestV,said one of the

I informants, "because your life is then easy. You have all the

| other older children to work for you. If you are being bullied,
you always have your parents te protect you, you are always

} pampered and even when you grow up you usually have less responsi-
bility than others to bear in your family". The disadvantages of

[: being the youngest lie first with the older children who often

"IN
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2 all are immediate disadvantages in the home. But there is
W serious one which comes in the way of the youngest child-
H"!A who have been so 'spoilt' as we put it. Later in life, they
in not seem to fit in properly in any society since they always
T want to be treated with indalgence and to be petted and pampered.
Children of the same sex are supposed to be closer to each
other because very often they live together and grow together
~ on the same compound, the females with the mother and the males
with the father. Because they live together, they will therefore
work together, go to places of public meeting together, and eat
on converse together. As they do all these tozether, they grow
fond of each other and thus become close to each other, not with-
standing that there are little quarrels at times.
| In spite of the fact that siblings get so close to each
| other, they are very often seen quarrellingz over trifling matters.
The writer observed three children, the first of four years, the
second of five and a half, and the third of six years, eating
from the same dish. The five and a half year old child, Ewadwo,
| wanted to add more salt to the soup to the dislike of the others
and therefore the eldest, Kwame by name, said 'no' and tried to
give Kwadwo 's hand a blow so as to spilt the salt on the ground
but, Kwadwo took his hand away quickly and insisted' on salting the
fooed. So Kwame took the basin with the food and hid it behind
| him. Ewadwo became angry and started to cry. He wenmt to tell
.~ his mother, but could not see her and so came back to gquarrel with

" Ewame. He gave him a blow on his head. The latter got up and

" pmnod the blow and after this the two exchanged several blows.

Ewadwo cried alound. The youngest Afua, a female stood and watched

m because it had been made plain to her that male clildren are
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she should not emter inmto quarrels
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the W were exchanzing the blows, an older brother
mtting them apart, divided the food into two basims

id

ed Ewadwo to salt his and the others to eat theirs.

P qun‘refnsiig to take qn active part in house hold work etc.

PRy - 5 -4

{ﬁihyeung siblings always show their anger by using physical l
Lm’ for instance, givinz blows, lying down erying, and kicking |
_ their limbs sbout. But a short time after the quarrel, they are N

jigeem talking or playing together. Their anger and gquarrels last

ﬂ For reasons explained above already siblings in any particular

|
. for a short time only. :
|
| house are often all zirls or all boys. It therefore so happens
| fh;t quarrels seen are usually between children of the same sex,
‘ but children of the female sex are particulary freguently seen
‘ qﬁartelling. The reason for this is that the girls stay mostly
. With their mothers and since they become very dear to them they
| find their discipline rather lax.
When parents see children quarrelling, they often ask what
the matter is if it isn't known to them. They try to find the one
who is at fault end advise him not to do so azain. Sometimes, the
quarrellers may be contending for a conecrete article, a toy for
instance. In such a case, the parent would ask the older child
to leave it to the younger one. If the concrete thing for which
they are contending for is edible, it is shared between them by the
parents who always wish to bring the quarrel to an end. If however,
E the quarrel takes place between a girl and a boy and the latter is
f Seen crying, he might be teased by a parent saying: "Oh why do you,
>'.g§§y'allen yourself to be beaten by a girl"? If the quarrels are







v m.l' the birth of the ¢hild, the native midwife or the

. n week or a week and a half since the mother is confined to bed.

-umeu nurse, as the case may be takes care o him for about

Immediately afterwards, the mother hecomes chiefly responsible

for the care of the child. She fecds him, bathes hiu, puts him
to bed, helps him in elimination, summons veople to help when th
is danger mear the child,)or when he is sieck buys him clothes,
f“’ that he is warm, and gives him all the attention needed to
make th§ child feel comfortable,

If however, for one reason or another, such as the mother's
death, o‘&'w serious siekness of hers the mother is unable to
give the child this care, a substitute, who is usually a sister

(and in rare cases a female cousin) of the mother's, or is the

ere

grandmother of the child, takes care o ims The substitute

will be required to give the child the best care she can; if she
does not, peorle will remark the if he was her own child she

would not have treated him as sl does. Uf the child's mother is

" only sick, the susbstitute will look after the child $imrly until

she has recovered; but if, unfortunately, the mother has Aiad

in child=birth, or dies during some sickness, then it will be

|
expected of the substitute that she carrieson with the care of the

¢hild ti1ll it eventually grows up and ma ries. The sque respons=-

ibility continues until either the child or the substitute dies.
He is therefore completely entrust<d to her care, ©She must take
keen interest in and make close supervision of his upbringing,
schooling, home education, his employment, marriage; loss or
gain, and everything connected with him. In such a case she is
not even considered the substitute varent of the child but is

simply called his mother.

The rel&tion now is one of mother-child. The child's early

eontact with his father is one connected with play. Since the
mother and the child live apart from the father the latter

pays a visit every day to them. From the child's earliest child=-

' hood, the father takes a keen interest in him, and during his visits,
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‘ A:‘m“ ve‘.lon contact is developed between them, and as the

- enild grovs older, both of them part-talke in

- the play. When the child starts to erawl, the father may help

; to encourage that, by playing with himy by holding a brieht

- eoloured object at a distance for the child to erawl in order b

'

i‘

111 get it. Vhen he starts to walk, the father may on his visit ‘
play with him by helping him to use the three legead eontrivance,
~and saying "Tataa, tutu, Tataa, tutu.," These are words to
encourage his steps. When the child ecan balance himself a bit,
the father will leave him alone with the contrivance and stand
-loido, smile, and elap and watch his unsteady steps. When he shows
any sign of falling down, or is running into a diteh, he ouiekly
rescues him, and saves him from his anxiety and fear by swinging
him quickly from the ground and ecarrying him on his arms, smiling
at him, The father also plays with the child by using speechj by
sending him to fetch an article, say, an oramge just to find out
wvhether the chil! knows what it is, When after an evening visit
the mother and child ace~mpany the father to his house tn svend
a night there, the father may hold the child's hand and ask him
to look at this or that as they go along, On the morrow, the
mother may return very early to her family house to carry on with
her household duties whilst the child sleepms on. At 2bout nine
in the morning, the father may ask a senior child to take him,
back to his mother's house. The chil ean refuse to go, in which
ease he stays there sometime to play with the other children in the
house. Dater on the f ather may toke him to the mother's house
when on his visiting, and may oceqstonal‘l.y bhuy some toys or sweets
for him in the street.

The main apent for diseiplining the child is the parent with
whom the child stays. From infancy, both the baby boy and baby
girl stay with the mother and so she has the responsibility of

\ training the child so as to have a good character and to have
|

good manners. She doe: it by correcting him vhen he poes

wrong, first by a friendly tatk, and then by resorting to threats
viEy
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e ehild 4s young, or when older to punishments. When “he
'ows a bit older he usumally goes to stay with his father
*ﬂua takes up the discivline. The girl on the other hand,
p ~goes on staying with the mother even when she marries and there=
~ fore is always \mder her diseipline. Eometimes some married
vomen who do not behave well will evenhslanmd by those few 1
\ motherswho are strict discivlinariens. L
ii Although, in most easeg, the mother is the main agent of :"
~ diseipline yet the chief authority of discivline rests with the 1
~ _father, Children sometimes find their mother very indulgent and
therefore weak in checking them. A boy, Kofi, of seven years, ree
fused one morning to fetch water. The mother threatened to punish

‘him and the child said, "What ecan you do to me? The only thing you

ean ask me to do iz to feteh "mter but I do not mind," If such

a boy continues such behavieur for a long time, he is reported by ‘
the mother to the father, who warns the child or finally vunishes

him . It 4s always the serious offences and stubbom cases that

are referred to the father, for vhich he uses his supreme authority

to check or punish. He may in fact use simply the same ddvice

as are used by the mother to punish the children; yet his mere
presence and mere command makes a great difference,

When a mother complains .about her child 's misbehavior to her
husband, she does this with the intention th=t the father should
varh of punish the child, Therefore whether she specially tells
the f ather after the complaint to punish the child or not, the
father already knows that the next step is either a warning of
punishment .

A girl, Adwowa, of six and a half years always remorted to
her mother after returning from rlay on the streets on different
oceaslons that she had either got a penny or ball or a sroon.

She was often warned against this because sometimes after reporting,
a penny or ball would be reported to have got lost in a room in
the house, She paid no heed and went on. The mother therefare
purposely asked her to accompany her to the father's house whare

‘ she saw a group of children playing outside and took part in

| thlﬁr game, The mother on seeing the father said: "Yowr child is

B el T




- %u She claims to have found thes: on the greet." The
3 ﬁ%lm- asked whether she had been warned, and the mother said:

LR ' T T )

' turning 1nts a thief. Ghe s alvays prefendine to come
home with different things, vhich really she hes stolen from the

"Now I have come with her tn you, but she suspeeting I am coming _
to tell you about it has not dared come into the house." The )
father went out, took the child's hand, dragred her in, and gave
her a thorough thrashing. Efther the mother or the father cam |
deecide that the child should be punished and the punishment is 1
earried out by the same person, or in cases of stubborn children

or matters relating to adolescent children the mmishment often
rests with the father,

Usually, parents inform each other about the child's had

behaviqurand the punishment which followed the incident, They dn

this since they bothfsel eoually resnonsible for training the
child, However some women find their hushand so severe at times
thaot they become the children's allies and conceal their
behaviour from the father., Recently a father warned a mother

“that she should keep an eye on their adolescent rirl who had

been revorted to have been goiny about @nd vlaying with boys
in the evenings. The mother tried to warn herj; b soon aftere
wards, naws spread that the girl had a connection with a man.
When the mother heard this, she was terrified sirce it womld

not be the stubborn adolescent girl only who would be scolded by
the father. S0 she said to the girl:y "I have been warning
you about this sort of 1ife, It is very disgraceful both tome
and your father, but first and foremost fo you., If you DARE
lot‘ your father hear about it, well, it is your own look out,"
Consequently, the matter was not reported to the father, the chief
authoftty and therefore the girl was not rroverly checked and
eould eonsequently not change from her had ways. In this matter
of diseipline there is another way in vhich mothers act as their
children's allies i.e. openly. An informant wanted to beat his

- ghild for having misbehaved. The child was inclired to run

avay. So the informant asked his wife, the childs mother, to
hold him. As soon as he lifted the cand to beat him, the
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leT however let the child run away,

., There is also a third way: the mother on being the childs
ally may be inelined to quarrel with the husband befora

.‘k. thld .

The behaviewr of parents towards each other before children
may differ from time to time. When they are on peaceful
terms, it is a friendly one. And vice versa. When there has
not been anything to cause sensation and anger, the father visits
the mother as usual and rreetings between father and mother-ine
law and mother are exchanged lovingly. Even if the mother has
gone to fetch water, the father will take a seat and converse
with the mother-in-law until she comes back, On greeting each
other, the father may inquire about her health and that of
the children. H_e may call the younger ones and play with them.
The mother may sit beside him, or go on with the household duties
st111 keeping the eonversation going. The father will show
keen interest in what his wife has planned to do that day (e.g.
going to the farm or selling things on the market) and will also
tell her his own plans for the day. The husband may thus spend
about a guarter of an hour therg,and then say "good-bye" cheer-
fully and go away to his hLouse.

If there has been a misunderstand ing between the man and his
wife, the children can sense it at once because the parents
eannot hide their feelings. If for examnle, the husband gets
drunk and does not eat his wife's meal, or fails to visit the
wife for about four consecutive days, or has been seen committing
adulfery with another woman, the wife gets terribly angry. Under
such eircumstances, even if the husband plueks conrare to go
to the wifels house, he knows for cevtain that the attitude
of his mother-in-law, and especially that of his wife towards
him will not be a pleasant one. On greeting the mother-in-law,
she will just respond by muttering something be¥ween har teeth
and not even throwing a glance at him. He then approachres the
wife rather shyly, to greet her, The wife will not look

at him, will not respond and will not notice him at all,



band, now ashamed, hangs abouwt here and there talking

s ehildren who have been looking on the scene and hearing

~ all that vas haprening. If the man dares ask anything again,

the wife may perhaps shout at him and voint out frankly what

~ he has done. The husband ecan ask any relation of the woman

~ to step in to settle the case, after which the women turns

‘f ~ gradually to be friendly again. It is not only the women who
accuse the husbands, A husbard can accuse his wife before their

. respective families = and incidentally may do so in the prasence

_ of her children. Parents ean openly disagree about discipline,
since ons parent ean b the ally of the child and even cuarrel
with the other parent i front of other adults and ehildren

. saying that such and such a thing is not a wronp thing and the
child should therefore not be nunished for it. At other times
too, they are seen quarrelling about other things, as described
aboves Inthe case where a wife catches 2 husband having sexual
intereourse vith another woman, the situation is even worse.
The woman will shaut) shriek and make such an awful noige, bange
ing the door or ghe winiow of the room in which the aet is taking
vlace, and inst{hne..nully summoning people to the spot with
her shouts,.

On the whole, children are not renuired to be grateful to
their parents, because the latter feel they owe it to their
children tn provide for them. An informant said: "We parents
have to give our children things. That is why we spend so much
time in our coena=farms toiling, so that at christmas and at
festivals our childrenvill bedrsssed and provided for, just
as others are, After all if a child is seen in raps, 1t is the
father who is to blame for it, In view of this, it is only
when the child likes that he ways %hank you' when something
has been given him -, Because it was pgiven to him by nohody

; but his parents, whose very job as has been said, it is to
provide for him., Another infor-ant said on this topie, "lle is
your own child, When you give him something, why should he thank

P« you. for 1t

e
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~ In this villags the parental ambitions for the childre
/ “htﬂcy father and mother wants u]- ar her child to

 educated well, i.e. to be a scholar o a lady, just as some
other people are, It is only a few of them who atteeh the
importance of securing employment to that idea, Every varent
wants his child to grow and have & family so that the!r family
will live om after them,

Sometimes a parent especially a mother, and a child may
Qquarrel over duties in the home, A child may be asked to sweep,
fetch vater from rivar~side and eook while other childiren of her
ability may be present doing nothing., In such a ecase the child
does some of the work and leaves the rest undone, When the

- mother asks why she has neglected the resty the girl says "I

ean't do it, there are so many of us§j why should I only do all
the work while Amma, Afua an! Kwasi are playing and doine nothingl"
The mother thinking this an insult scolds her and the girl may
return the abuses. Other 1ittle guarrels between the marent

and bhild can be caused by the former asking the latter to do
some work sueh as weeding in the farm and the child then refusing
delighting to linrer on larger tree trunksj or such as washing
pans and pots, with the child just refusing to 4o so and without
any eausej or such as getting up early to sweep, with the echild
sleeping onj or such as whetting father's cutlass every morning
with the boy just refusing to ex@._cute that duty, Children
below twelve are seern quarrellins on these minor noints, but such
quarrels do nct often occur, Quarrels betwesn parents and child-
ren are commonly seen between the former and children who have
reached the adolescent stage. The gnarrels are browht about
vﬁon the parents disagree with an employment an adolescent chooses,
for himself. For instance, some parents wanted their son X

an adolescent boy, to learn blacksmithy and so gave hin some
money to pay his master. About a week later, an aunt of X vho
happendd to know about the parents' intention saw him helping

a driver as his mate ., She revnorted the matter to the parents
who asked X whether it was true. He then boldly told them that
he had no interest in the work they had chosen for him and so

-



leseent children 1s the choice of their girl -« or boye
b« The wiiter, on one of her investipgatiorg, saw an
ascent boy who was raging with fury, carrying his bax in

;:-» !ﬂ!ﬁ station, caying; "If my mother troubles me 1ike that,
?-ﬁﬂgw like it. Why should I not have this particular girl

~ friend. If my mother had not befriended my father, could they
. aver have thought of marrying and of bringing me forth? Hmmeess
* Beeause of this terrible mother, I shall leave this town,"

Vhen an adolesecent girl especially attends social functions

such as dances, she is scoldad the followiny morning. E£he may
not return any abusive vords but she will bs sulky and refuse
to be * So "riendly a3 she was at first,

e o
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A a baby 1s born, the native midwife, who is usually the

's grandmother is the first to take him. She dresses the

. cord and bathes him an? then gives him to his mother to suekle,

continues with these tasks for a weeks and a half, when the

nﬂih.r then takes them over herself, The mother stays in her

' m house and therefore all the close relations there start

; tlking active parts in caring for the child, either earrying

l} or bathing him., 211 these meople 11 e in so close & contact with
baby and mother that they are frecuently seen By them every day.
'h"ﬂ the baby gets 111, the mother's brother, who lives in the
same house may be the one to bring him to a medicine man or doctor.
Besides these elose relations, there may be some intimate friends
of the mother's who take delight in earrying the child and vho
try to make him hapry.The father, who lives in ouite another
house, 18 but a visitor to the y-ung baby at this stote., Day by
day, as the baby grows older, he tends to recognise all these
people who come 80 ¢lose to him. BEvery Jay he learns how to be
at ease in their company while he becomes very uncomfortzble in
that of other and unknown folks. As soon as the child l-arns how
%o eat solid food, he may be ofered some by these relations or
friends. Later he may be sent on an errand by any of them, or
may have presents from some of them and he ecan srend a night with,
or even be adonted by one of them, He may be named after one
of them. Whenever thore is a quarrel between the marents and
the child, any of these relations and friends can step in to put
matters right. When th mother or the father dies at anytinme,
these relations may help to conmfort the ehild and help the parents
who is alive in eduecating the ehild or effeeting his general
well=being.

The parents are less severe to their child that these relations,
because they always feel that the child is their own 'blood'.
Therefore sven if the child is beaten or punished in any way, they
foel 1t should be fbm:éhat'q vhy the do 1t.F:isterprescion in
varnacular, "ygn nsono yeyen ya" (their intestines vain them).
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h . m the eontact between parents am! child beeomes so

: hnt the parents can't but love the child more than the
t?htim de, and econsequently be more indulgent with him than they.
More often than not, the child confides more in the parent than

- in the others and therefore the latter knows the secret diffieule
ties of the former and understands him and so is more indulgent
with Bim than they.

te However severe the relation: and friends may be to the ehild,
he 1s exvected to be polite towards them if only because they are
adults,and every child in this village is evpected to behave

well towards grown up people.

As the villagers themselves put it " panyin nni hwee koraa
a ewo batwow," That is to say, if a grown up person has nothing
at all, at least he has an elbow = that is, the vherewithal, with
which to save a child, This is what an informant said about this
topic. Relations,especially those on the mother's side with whom
the child grows up, have a great say in his life and affairs,
because although strictly he was barn only of his father and mother,
he sti1ll needs to be in a family = i.e. a gfmm of relations.

If however he shows any impolitemess, impvertinence, and forwardness
to any relative, he wants his own progress an! sroils his own
happiness, sirce no relative will have any keen interest in him
while young, and when older and at the marrisgeable ape, none of
the relations will give a good testimonial adout him if asked,

If for some reason some relationsare living apart from the
family house in which the child is and if one of these or if a
friend comes to visit the parent, the child may or may not be
excluded from the conversation, Since children are not expected
to take part in adult conversation, they woull not like to stay in
their company unless wanted there in arder to be asked something,
or unless the visit is specifically about themselves, The visitor
j may be settling a qmrrel involving the child or presenting
something to them, If the visitor comes on an ordinary visit,
he may jJust ask the parents how the child is faring in health

il . AEelauuE . .
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| m the child's parents take the child to visit his relatives
or family frienis, he is expected to be free and friendly vith

‘said "that house is considered another home of hisj since the
-»ml have the gama blood as the relatives and since the friend
15 also an intimate one". The child can be alloved to eat with

k' ‘the children there. If he refuses, it is a sign that his

“,\ I.ﬂhor has given him instructions not to eat that particular house.
H ' . . He can join other children in their motor play or sex games
 owt side, follow a child in that house into any room, or

accompany the children in fetching waters He can be allowed to
refuse to go back to his own house and spend about one,§wo, three,
or four days there, In some rare cases the child can deside to

be adonted there if he likes., Conversely, he would not be expected
to misbehave or quarrel or steal (for example meat from the kitchen).
He would have to be eareful not to show any disrespect to any

adult. Lastly, even if he sits near the adults when they are
eonversing, he should never take part in their conversation unless

he has been asked a question, Otherwise he would be considered

to have no manners.
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POSSESSIONS

———————

E "When my child sees something . which apreals to him, he wants
to be in possession of it. When he was very young, I sometimes
carried him to the market. When he saw the different foods or

a toy, he would roint to them and start to cry. It ic understand-
able that I could not buy him everything on the market that he
liked. T therefore used only to buy him something like bread

and would keep him busy with that, to distract his attention from
other thinrs. After he had reached about the age of two, he

of ten walked to articles he likedgFebhed them. If such a thing
was of the nature of food vhich could be divided it was shared
bgtween him and the owner who might be another child in the
family; but if the other child was from another house, I would
take my child avay, = iNkimating by ‘gestures that - the food
which the other child had got was not tasting nice or was "smelling".
With these lies the mother persuaded her child not to take food
belonging to others. "When my child vanted to take a toy belong-
ing to a cousin of his, I would give him one belonging to himself
and tell him that his own was much better than that of his

cousin. In fact, I talked to my child only wvhen an occasion had
of fered itself: (when he ws taking or grabbing the object) be cause

if T were to talk or advise him before, he could not understand
me. When he was above three years of age, I counted uron him as

a person having sense and having had some training along these
1ines - not taking things belonging to others. Therefore whenever
he grabbed them from someone else or vhen he simnly harpened to
pick them up I scolded him very harshly. When he did it again,

I resorted to slapning and other sorts of punishments; because

if he did not sop doing these, both could lead the end into serious

troubles. He could become a dishornest man, who would always take

other people's possessions by force and would often anpear before

the court. Or if he was left to pick things up, that habit might

develop into that of theft. But I shall not live to see my son

imprisoned".
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As a matter of fact, fragile objects such as looking-glasses,

ng-glasses, and Saucers, and hot things, such as soun or
fire and sharv objects, such as knives, are often taken out of
‘reach of the child, because once he has hurt himself with any of

~ these, many rroblems are bound to follow,and in the voxlst cases, tnd i
iﬁ the hospital. WMo warning or advice is given to the child before
he is seen to be in danger due to the narticular object. If,

for example, a child of two years is seen holding a cutlass, the
mother or any other person who knows what danger lies ahead rushes
to the child and in a low voice évnlains to him that it could cut
him. The adult therefore takes the cutlass slowly from the child
for fear that it might cut his finger and substitutes for it food

or a toy. Through this the child starts getting an idea
that a cutlass is a dangerous thing. If a child of two and

a half 1lifts uv an earthernwave rot after his elder sisters and bro-
ther had had a meal, the mother will snatch it from him. She will
then tell him that it might break, and then turning to the older
children scold them and ask they why they had allowed the youngest

one to wash it. If a child wants to go near fire, the mother
may 'wf her finger near it and nretend to get burnt and to

have a tertible nain. She will shake her hand about, and even

Ty peme—

pretend to weep, and thus exnlain to .the child that if he comes
near the fire, he will suffer similarly. Whenever he comes mear
the fire the mother will say "you will get burnt, you will get
burnt, get behind." An old woman who was one of the informants
on this topic said "Children of this generation are disobedient
things. They never listen to any advice., Therefore, if they are
seen in danger of any of these things, of course first they
should be talked to, and if they do not pay any attention, the
they should be left to learn by experience.
1 Fog arterLéxnerience is the best teachery It is only
: when the object can cause their immediate death that they should
be checked . 4 beaten and munished. For eamnrle, if a
three year old child always wants to jumn intn a stream which is

t 15w
in flood whenever he passes it. or\MEOJ‘% into the farm, he
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should be shown as an example a niece of wood being carried
avay by the stream. That would make him know what would hanpen
to him 1; he fell into the stream. If he still remeats that action
of attempting to throw himself into it, he should be beaten and
not be vermitted to go that way again". To the peonle of this
village injunctions in relation to objects which should not to be
touched are mostly left to be derived from exverience in such man-
ner as referred to by this old lady. There was the case of Kwaku,
who was three and a half, and was often warned not to play with the
knife but who wonld nornetheless make that his chief toy. One
day ihiie at play, the knife cut his hand. His mother ran to him and
after dressing the cut said; "Daa meka mekyerg wo s@ sg wode sekan
goru a ebetwa wo. Wo na wote yaw no". (I always tell you that if
you play with a knife it will cut you - It's, of rourse, y»u who
feel the pain"). From that exmerience, Kwaku dreaded the knife
and as well as the Twi word "Twa! One day his uncle wanted to have
a photogranh taken of him and so he said in Twi "Kwaku metwa wo
foto ma siesie wo ho". (Kwaku, I shall have a nrhotograrh taken
of you and so go &nd dress) Kwaku, one hezring the word 'twa'
(vhich means both 'eut' ard 'take a nhotograrh' thought that his
body was going tn be cut and therefore cried for a long time and
went to his aumt's house to hide there. When his uncle discovered
what he understood by 'ITwa' he was very much amused about it amd
said "Oh Kwaku, this 45 a process by vhich I on’y get a picture of
you and do not cut your +in9¢r to 51ve you pains but if you now
dread the word 'Twa' and the knife - that's all the better.
You have had your lesson'.

The Agogo child has possessions of his own. They are things

given him esrecially by his mare~ts and one or two added by a near

relative of a friend. If he can make a small income by selling

snail that he has collected, he can buy a fewv in additior to what

What a child usually nossesses are the fnllow-

he hag been given.
ing: ‘about four to six cloths, 3 dresses, 2 three nilch knickers,

snonge, towel, a pair of native sandals, 2 mat, a nillow, a few
)

toys consisting of tins, packets ani stirks vhich have been

collected, two occasional dresses, and if a girl three bo four

some beads for the neck and wa}st, bracelettes
— g TEN————

pairs of earings,

— -
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| narkins. Toillet ohjoeva such as combs, nowder and nomade

. Iﬁ' be shared by all the children or may be privately possessed
M those who can afford to buy them out of their own income.
- The cloths, dresses pilch knirkers etc. can be kent in a basket

or in a fairly large basin or in a packing box purnosely given to
the child for that purnose. The mat and nillow are kent in a
corner of the room and occasionally outside. The.toys such as
the empty tins, sticks and lorries for the child are kent in
corner of the house or in a roém set aside for firewood or
foods. The child is alloved a great amourt eof freedom in

using his possessions, vnrovided he uses them at the correct

ﬂmes. He can be allowed to make the choice of dresc that he

.would 1ike to nut on after a bath or for an ocrasion, If a child

of ten years makes mamy dresses dirty and refuses to wash them,
the mother stops him from putting fresh ones on. If a child is
fond of making his dress dirty by sitting on the ground, he 1s
scoldefand sometimes beaten and reminded that the mother has

no soap factory. A child is allowed to nlay with the toys that
have been bought far him; but if he pulls them tn nieces or loses
them the mother shows signs of anger. The other toys (ie. the
empty tins, sticks etc.) can be used at any ennvenient time by the
child, and no body minds if they get lost.

Children are considered as generally destructive and it %s
generally those between the ages of =ine and eighteen months
who can move about ani who have nnt got much sernse that destroy
a lot of things. A child of thi= age can turn a glass full of
water upside down, wet bed-clothes and even 'eave the tumbler on
a height from which it may fall and break on theground. He can
emnty a whole baslket of things, can pack some things vhich ought
not to be nacked, give amt a big slap with a sticrk, emnty a
povder tin and powder his face and han's white, nour a whole
nacket of washing blue into water and also contaminate a whole
kerosene tin ful of water with earth. There are hunireds such
destructive things that the child ran do. The mothers admit
that the child does all these 2 ririt without knowing exactly

adwal
what he 18 doing, in other words,kthat he is destructive.
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,!m 2 child places no value on money and on time, and so does
Bﬁi knov that the glass he breaks freely is bought with money
nnﬂ the water he contaminates is fetched from the riverside which
. takes some time. "How do you teach your child of a year old not to
| be destructive"? said the writer t» one of her informants'.
“Well", she said, "Since I do not know exactly what the girl is
going to destroy next in the house T camnot take her all round the
house to show her things and say do not destroy bhis, do not
destroy that. There is no rreliminary instruction. The instruction
only comes in when the object has heen destroyed. In this way,
the child gets friendly instructions about different objerts and
behaviour and if she remeats behaviour on vhich she has had
Instruction, she is scolded and if it harmens a third time,
beaten. She may ween for some time, and I, being sorry that she
is weeping, go to her an? give her another friendly talk exvlain-
ing the importance of keeping objects carefully. I am sorry that
she 1s so young or I would make her fetch water to teach her what
time it takes one to get kerosene tin full of water and how angry
one rannot but be if a tin full is just contaminated for nothing".
The kinds of things which a child ma“irulates at diffeeent
ages are the following. A child vho is six months old may only
raise unr and put down such very light objects as svoons, pencils,
combs, and ctones. When he grows older and is between the ages of
a year and a year and a half, he bounces balls, eats with a smoon
in a gueer way, delights in wearing his mother's sandal dragging
it along. He also uses nieces of crhalk or charcoal to scrdch the
walls or the floor with. When he is between a year and two years,
he*nay use a broom to sweep, Oor he may use a snonge to bath only
one part of the body (say, the right hand) for a long time. While
in the kitchen with the mother, he may use a knife in rutting
plantain peels into pieces. Also, when he finds the door key on
the ground he takes it up and fixes it into the key hole. With
respect to toys, a female child may only be giver a small doll
which she will versonify and treat as a human beirg, feeding it,

bathing it, putting it to sleen etc. A boy may he piven a toy
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' F’ ?‘?’ Mim about Wr babies' crying snd .
os: chﬂﬂl refuses i& ery right frou . Dbirth Mu

*Qmw she knows that mch a thing may lead to dumbness.
) become so sad about it as to take the child to a medineine

P{-ﬁil&"u needs to different degrees of loudness, or to variation
—-‘ "

" the ery. After analysing the ery, she attends o the child

ik ‘? accordance with her analysis. Every kind of cry is heeded to,
??gmge if the woman takes no mnotice, the child may zo onm crying
m so develop a head-ache and a running nose in addition to his
: g?ig:lml complaint. ‘It is therefore counted as hard-heartedness
m cruelty to children when the mother does not give any attention
to the infamt. In such a case an old lady in the house, usualdy—
. the mother of the young mother, slaps the latter and tells her to
ki give attention at once. Before the mother reaches where the child
| is, she must be able to recognise the sort of cry and exactly the
s need of the child. If the child cries at the top of his voice,
stops for about a minute and then shouts very loud again and then
"ﬁepé and then repeats, the mother knows at once that the child
must be feeling some pain. It must be either suffering from an
|  4illness or from the bite of en insect. This sort of loud and short
cries at intervgh receives priority attention since the parents

- know that the child is in danger. On reaching the spot, the parent
may see that the child is streching his hands and meking painful

expressions on his face. The first thing she does is to lift the

I
| child at once and put ker breast into his mouth to feed him .

If the pain is a terrible one, the child will refuse the breast -

*!g;k, turn his head away, and continue erying. The mother now

starts to examine the child to fimd where the painful spot is.
. wm interviewed, admitted that it is difficult to find this

~ out but they said that if it was an insect bite, that spot mizht
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"mﬁw Hﬁg aaimama:t pain, the
him an enema - most mothers kmowing that ehildmi‘g-
pmh as convulsions (lh:r.eh they dread so much) start
,ﬁmch. So the first treatment Ziven would be, they
an enema to clear the bowels.
’nathsr ocegsions a mother may hear her child crying with
which are furious. The high pitch shows the child to be
u ‘g, and may also show facial expressions; and may kick his
éﬂ% about. The mother may detect at once what this cry is about
"-‘,rxheaps she is weaning her child and has refused to zive him
'ﬁrtu‘t-nil‘k. In such a case, the mother takes the child up,
Q!.!iis..hin on her sack and gives him some solid fooed such as a
“ ."Qg*._hu' kind of dough nut. She pats him and roc.s him and sings
[‘ %o him and in some cases tries to put him to sl:ep. If the reason
i for his cry and anger is that he has been left for too longz on
5 a mat, he stops crying immediately he is talea up from it.
The third type of crying is done by ¢ rungry child. This is
not so digturbing or so frightening as eit :r of the above des-

eribed sorts. At this time the child cries in a low voice. This

sort of erying is not promptly gptended to especially if the
‘ mother knows that the ch.]d h‘ hd his meal a short time agze.
If the crying goes om, ° she. mgy take him up, jog hin:';nd

;d;g!n,ylay with him, smile at h:m, pat him to the breasts to suckle,

and when he has had enough return Lim to the mat and then contime
with her household duties. One of the informants on this topic
pﬁiﬂ-z "Phere are some children who just take delight in crying and
i:g & houseylfe doesn't take care she will waste all her time on

trrvrr
‘Ir "w- If such a child keeps on crying, without any physical pains

‘ga?eﬂs, the best thingz is to ask anm onlder sister or brother to
Mﬁém him on h:l.vs mat or to carry him about until he stops.




‘A mother on hearing this runs quickly and removes the

- ‘object, after which the crying stops. To quote for a

econd time some words immediately ab@We which the informant -

' 'ﬂ.‘ﬂhmhna spuuh‘enﬂ .- by the writer about ° lLow and
’fl Qh'en sha.  Instructed herciildren uot‘.:cry : "He cries
Moh because he doesn't know how to converse or sing and crying
.'rﬂiﬂ!im&y h& version of those two ways in which adults express
“themselves".

=3

& =t young child expresses his needs to a large exient by crying.
As he grows older, crying asutomatically decreases: He takes in-
&tead to gestures, and later on to speech. llen for example, &
 ¢hild of three months shouu wish to express his need for food,
 he would cry. He would point at a basin of food, if he were
between eight, and twelve months. He would ask for food verbally,
were he between a year and a half and two. Normally there is
no p"grticula.r tine for teaching a child not to cry. The teaching
‘ ig done when the occasion arises i.e. when the child weeps
unnecessarily. At the age of four and above the child is consi-
dered to have passed the 'frequent cryins state' and is therefore
| warned in a friendly manner, and later on severely, not to cry.
‘\‘ At this later stage, he is even threatened and perhaps punished
| for crying. Although the child is taught not te ery, there are

| Bsome things which continue to provide lezitimate occasions for

erying- One of these things is getting an injection at the hospital

k Children in this village dread the the syringe for injection so
| much so that even before it touches their skin, they start crying.
b

b M do this because this is one of the threats which their motlers
‘ m them with to hake them behave well at home. As a result

wﬂm of the Missionary Doctors at the hospital in his address



geoé for them in certain respects. Usually mothers expect a

wigilﬂ who has had a bad sprain, or cut, or burn or fall, te cry,
f;uwae, said an informant, "all these things are very painful,
__ﬂﬁ even grown ups have to try to hide their tears". The secident
Ei‘&ui!may cause the child to ery but the treatment of it may be
i better occasion for erying. Amother opportunity which provides
”ja legitimate occasion for crying is when a father is furiously
beat:mg a child. The writer observed a hoy, Kwabena, by name,

e,'fl about ten years old who had been playing truant, dedging his
step-mother and not going to the farm several times. The boy,
dodging one Saturday after his fathers's advice, was severely
beaten by the father who used both stick and his hand. The
thrashing was a thorough one, yet the boy did not move an inch
and was standing there, hands by the side and just looking at the
father without crying. The father said: "Of course you will not
cry because you have no respect for me". The boy did not answer
him but stood there with an angry face. Two of the women present
scolded him and said that that was an occasion for crying, and
that neglect of it showed great disrespect to adults. Children

_are also expected to cry when they miss scmething i.e. a dress,

em!éng or football or, when struggling for something they like
with a friend, and the object is seized and given to the op;{nent.
| !ho manner of crying is differentiated according to the sex
of the child. For there is a saying in this village which runs
thus: "barima nsu" (man does not weep). Any body of the male sex
 is aupposed to have a manly heart and is therefore expected to

endure painful and sad things. MNale children are told not to weep
for a long period over painful things. Sometimes parents may say

umm boys "Dear me ! Behave like a boy. Are you a zirl to weep
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"MB"! Boys contimuously get this sort of imstruction
‘ﬁhéﬁ QIEEr.they deem it a shame to weep before other people.
Qd;?be expected to cry for longer periods and at frequent
e
! 3 The baby's crying is a pleasure to the mother as it removes
Qﬁr doubts concerning a possible dumbness of the child. But his
earliest attempt to speak is even greater delight to her, because
he is thus really proving his ability to use speech in the future.
Because of this, his earliest speech is never thought of as a
ihisancé or ignored but is always encouraged. A four-month-old
child may be heard saying "a, aaa" and later on 'pa'. MNothers

take a great interest in such a word. iWhen they play with the
éhildren, they repeat some of the words which are said. If, for
example, a child is fond of saying 'ga ga ga ga', the mother will
bear it in mind and when playing with the chkild say it to the
child, who imitates her. If the child is able to say 'papa, papa,
papa', an adult on hearing it may call the attention of the others,,
telling them that the child is now able to call his father ('papa’
being a word used for father) whereas really he just babbled it.

As the baby grows older, to the age of a year and above, the child's
vocalization should improve greatly. He should now be able to use
some words.. Such baby-words, which may or may not be understood,
are always amusing to adults. At about the age of fifteen and

half months, the child is able to repeat words or, phrases such

as "bra ha" (come here)'beguare" (come and have your bath) "didin

(eat), and when a bit older he is able to repeat longer sentence

_e.g. "meko guare" (I am going to have my bath). It is always

the case that the child uses only words which he hears. He may

not say the word or sentence correctly or at the proper time, and
it is often this which amuses thesadults who may repeat the phrase
and laugh about it. An informant cited an incident concerning

a child of 2 years of age who xfxtmr over-heard two women quarrel
one day. The only words he could remember were "Wo kwaseabuo"

(You consider people to be fools). Somedays later when his mother

LRI -
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her ﬂ'%‘dit "o mma i.e. just quoting exactly

&!iﬁrrdlliﬁg‘ienah had said some days ago. All present

supprised and laughed because they did not know that he had

the clause in his mind. Amother child of about one and a

years said "Meetete me nne" when he was playing. The mother

Fﬁiﬁtﬁdiring this shouted it out for all the others to hear. They

~ all burst into laughter because what he said did not mean anything.
"Meetete" means 'I am plucking'. 'lie nne' means'my voice'.

" Whether a child's talk means something or not, the mother takes
‘great interest in it. In order to encourage children to talk

_ properly all adulls talk to them, but it is the mother who talks
| most with the baby. She does that especially in connection with
the baby's needs. At bathing time, the mother can say, "come,

I want to bathe you". Lift up your arm. Close your eyes so that

soap doesn't get into them. Where is the twwel?" At meal-time

‘the mother can tell the child, "Oh! you haven't had enough, eat
\ it all". Also, if he does something wrong, he may be scolded.
In other words, the mother may use words. For wxample, she may
say, "You are disobedienmt. How ofte must I tell you this?
Naughty, as you are, you never seem to listen to advice". When
.he is fond of wandering, the mother talks to him as follows:
"Now you know what it means to wander off and go without food.
If you wander again, I shall beat you and the dwarf or the white
man will take you away, or you will be given an injection by

the doctor".

R2 Parents have not much time to give instructions to children
|

as to how they should behave or about things that they should take
_viiru. Consequently, the children go about ignorantly and do thines

which to their suprise is @ontrary to what their parents expect

of them. In such cases they may first be warned in a friendly
ihihnﬁr or scolded on the spot since the paremts think that they have

‘been disgraced smho' by the children's behaviour or have sustained




W Ssays in an angry tone. However, about haltg ‘i*

gL

er, the parent can be seen petting the child and trying to

that what he had done was wrong and should not be repeated:

iﬁ',ﬁqa&; and the hostess, the older child of the Swiss couple,

aged six, went to her and took her drink and wanted to take it.

;:"igs'q Swiss father went and took the hand of the child, kissed him
on the cheek and started petting him and explaining to him in a
friendly way that that drink belonged to their guest. He said

{ that he would give him some in his own tumbler, which he did a
§
~ few moments afterwards. ZIhe boy understood him and then behaved

| well. The informant said "When I saw that, I said to myself: Yes
,[ I have learnt one thing; petting does not make children unruly, it
 makes them gentle. If he had been an African father, he would have
| ‘'scolded him and would have sent him away éad".
Children are not taught to modulate their voices generslly.
| When they talk at the top of their voices,the mother does not mind
E ‘much because the child must have his own time of play and must not
. be interrupted too much. However if a child talks at the top of his
-wice while adults are conversing together or at a time when a guest
| ds in the house he is then told to modulate his voice. When the
writer went into a house to investigate into his ma&titer she met
about seven women all in the same compound who formed for her a sort
Q‘gﬁmim. There were children about’some carrying on with their

- motor play, others eating. One of them Akua, who was about six

L years of age was sO interested in the questioning and answering
b = T o
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mdmmmmher "geminar"; so i

- |

- "haaa', a third "hoooo", all terminating im, "why are

ﬁm‘biﬂg so much? If you can't modulate your voice while there

r.'#iigmerk here then leave the place. Do not disgrace us". In

~ another momemt the child dissppeered. Children are not held to

b*ﬂgﬁ standards of grammatical correctness. They can be allowed to

. say anything which occurs to them mixing future and past tenses
together, i.e. '"Yesterday I shall go to the farm' etc. The women
do not take much pains about this because they know that when the
child grows he will pick up the correct ones gradually without
being taught. What they do about gzrammatical mistakes is just to
lauzh and have them as they are.

Adults do not like to see a child sitting still and quiet, for
such a thing might mean that the child is sick which would of
course alarm them. DLittle children are often spoken to by adults
and they are often seen tellinz adults what favourite food or toy
they would like to have, or that they would like to ease themselves,
and about other such needs. Older children who can take care of
themselves are not often spokenm to by adults because they are not
allowed to take part in adult conversation. One of my informants
said: "What I hate my boy for is how he convinces the 1@ity trader
on the market either to reduce the price or to give a few more of

i his wares after I have bought something. In such a circumstance,
we are adults and he should stand still and listen. iWhen he meets
| his mates, who are children, he can chat with them".

Children are askfd to be factually precise in what they say.

_ However adults do not stress the precision very much. When a child
.ema home and says something very impossible, the adult only retoris
with some words to show him that exact facts are wanted from him.

l'. is never scolded seriously for factual inaccuracy. A boy Kwasi,

aged three and a half, one day returned from the streets and said



impossible, she just smiled and said: "Do
Lm hero of twi fables) who tells false

ng about four shillings, was asked by an aunt, "Kofi, how

the cloth cost". He answered, "Sixpence", "What about the

‘ ml the next gquestion. "Sixpence," "and the cap?" Sixpence".
unt said, "Oh% Does everything cost sixpence on the

QM 's curious enough'.

: ,  At the age of six a child is expected to know and distingsuish

3 g m% from phantasy. If a ckild of above six were to say anything

iam:sm, he would be told not to behave like a child of four or

_ _VG. A child of seven is also expected to be grown up enocush to
__:idi.ﬂorem.tste between a truth and a lie.

2 _ Phe emphasis put on truthfulness is more or less on the side

w ‘llli child. If a child shove seven tells.a lie, he is scolded and

{ .Om g&ven corporal punishment at times. But if he is below six

3 m, he is mot much checked because adults lmow that children of
'km age cammot tell the truth always. Last week, there was an

m&deﬂ;in one house where there were many young children. A

- woman saw a stool outside the bathroom very early in the morning.
'!'heng::;kﬂ the children about it, each one denied that it was his.
An Uncle approached and said: "Oh! Are you asking after the one
_l‘ld this filthy thing? As if you do not know children' They
d never tell the truth.! Then he added, "Ade bone nni owura"

i‘}oug thing has never got an owner). So the children were left

' on the whole tell lies to younger children for reasons

For example, & parent may tell a child, "If you




1t no mm or gjmat. u-
: ors éver appnm and even if he mee
v at the hespin one wM
. ver met. He may on the other hand stop er;ing:
; 1.'-4 e any new dress on the morrow. E-ngnts do @w

:
w ﬁnd'ﬂhar child old emough.to know the mﬂ'erence

K dt

s an @v&. ‘and knowing that the doctor, for example, .
guw, the pmnt lays more olpl,ugu uim&-
;um me and sticks only to facts. b
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GAMES SONGS AND STORI=S

In this village, children play some games at two different

times of the - day. The first ome is from about eight o'clock

in the morning until about two o'clock in the afternoon. When the
adults leave them for their famms, they organize themselves in little
groups, each led by an older boy or girl. The other time is in the
evening, following their suppers. This time is played in principally

- on moon-1it nights. During such times, they play for so long a time

that they even go to bed after the adults. These children play on
the lanes, streets, and in the space between their house. In this
place, there are no games assigned to children according to their
aggs. Children of all ages between three and a half and seven, or
even eight, take part in the same games. However, about half the
games children here play have this limitation - all the players have
to be of the same sex. Here are some of them:-
Mesosodua

Twelve children of the same sex can play this game. They are
divided into two groups and stand in two Indian rows, with two
leaders facing inwards and thus facing one another. With both hands,

~ each of the others holds the waist of the child standing infront

of him or her. Let us suppose that both leaders are called As and
the last in the rows called Xs. When the game starts, each A tries
to catch the X in the opposite team. This X is protected by the
players on his or her side. If one A succeeds, the captive is added
to his or her group. The game goes on and on; and finally to find
which is the winning team, the children on the both sides are counted.
The side having the greater number wins.
Nenaam

About ten to twelve children sit in a small circle with their
knees raised, leaving space between the thighs and the heels for the
following manoeuvee. A rodled cloth is passed from individual

to individual through the spaces under each person's knee. One child

| stands in the centre and tries to pick out the person who has got

the éﬁth under his or her knee., If this child succeeds, that one

picked out takes the place in the centre. This is a game often
played in the evenings, and if the centre child finds it difficult
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to point to the one who has got it, he or she is allowed actually
to search in the space under the knees.

3. Hena Suro Kofi Babsne
} This game is played in the school - classwise., The t eacher
i
k or any selected pupil takes the place of Kofi babsne which means
J

Kofi the bad boy. He or she is the leader with the whole lot of the

children there, walking behind him. The leader asks: "Hena suro

Kofi babone" (who is afraid of Kofi the bad boy?) The children

- respond: "Yensuro Kofi bab ne." (We are not afriad of Kofi the bad
 boy) The leader asks this question for about five times, Then he
or she turns, runs after the others, and catches as many as possible.
All the caught ones become Kofi babones. The game continues like
this till there are only a few of the children left uncaught.

Those then become the wibers of the game.

4, Ampe
| This game can be played by any number of girls, but = unusually =
- the fewer the merrier. Boys do not play it. They stand in a semi
circle and one stands in the middle, playing with each of the others
in turns. The one in the middle, and the one for the moment being
played with,Jump, clap their hands, and on landing each putgone
foot forward. If both two right legs are put forward, then automatic-
| ally the players' outstretched legs do not meet. This means that
the player in the centre wins a point. If the left leg of the player
in the centre and the right one of the other player are put forward
(or vice versa), automatically they do meet. If this atternative is
had twice in succession, the second player takes the place of the
child in the middle. The orme recently in the centre stands at the
end of the semi-circle having had her turn. The player standing
4n the centre always scores if her foot does not meet with that of
the second player. Consecuently, she goes on collecting points until
defeated by a more skilful player or until reaching twenty. She

thep wins the game and can stay out of it.
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In this place, there is no emphasis laid on sports performed
uing;e individuals, such as Bwimming and bicycling. However
there 48 a handful if children of both ®xes between the ages of

eight and sixteen who have a love for swimming. Since the only
water here is a small stream, they swim during times when the stream
is in flood. When the children want to swim, they go in groups so
that in case one is getting drowned he can be helped by the others.
New swimmers are taught by the expects. They swim only for the sake
of enjoyment.

Bicycling is also only a minority sport here. There are only

a few town and school boys between elevent and sixteen who take an

. interest in it. If ever a girl was seen to ride a bicycle, she

would be considered a "rogue". Once the writer saw a certain mother
| talking to her adolescent girl on the subject. "If you are farting
| to ride a bicycle now, my daughter," she said "then you had bett-r
| g9 to Kumasi and buy lipstick with which to paint your lips red, .
. You had better paint your finger nails also red, paint your eye brows
extra black, and go and live in Adum Street in Kumasi where the
harlots are always to be seen." Owing to such an attitude on the
part of the parents, it is only boys who are seen or bicycles.
There they hire for a 1ld. for five minutes. These boys are seen
riding though the village streets, on the main road and on the
school fields.

Team games though informal, are more emphasised. Children in

a neighbourhood in the village may gather together either in the
morning or in the everning, and with a leader chosen unanimously
from their number organise some of the mmes stated above. These
games are played more or less evereywhere in the town by the
children of about three and a half to eight in the area concerned.
They do = ¢ this without the concern of the adults and if some
are causing trouble the leader gives these ones knocks on their
head. It is not infrequently that little ouarrels spring up during
such team-games. Such team-game§ are not discouraged by vparents

because they fedl thatiisy give their children a change of meeting

children from other house8 . Also it keeps the children occupied,
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- Whereas they might be at home causing trouble or hiding in a corner

erying. The only thing they do not like 1is when their child refuses

- to do some particular work at home and escaves to join the team; or

| when he comes home with one or mote, quarreliing with them. At

school, there is still more emphasis laid on team games than out-
side.

spitit.

This is in order that the children may develop a team

_ The value placedon athletic skill differs from home to school.
| Swimming is only done for enjoyment or just for cooling the body
on a hot day. Riding a bicycyle is done only to aqﬁuire the skill,
and so as to be able to ride to a village neary-by when the necessity
rises. The team-games or any athletic activity are done just to
pass the time or just an entertainment or enjoyment. That isthe
value which both parents and children place on them. It is only in
school, where a different value in addition to the above-mentioned
ones is placed on these., The Physical Training Teachers assess! the
value of the athletic activities from the biological point of view.
They feel that the items of sports (i.e. jumping, running, thrwing
the desk, creeping underneath obstacles, skipping, different games
such as foot-ball, volley, net-ball, Kofi bab ne, Kyekyekule, and
Rhysical Training items such as, the kmees full bend, the crow hop,
the coukerpillafwalk etc.) are exercises which strengthen the badies
of the children.
They complain of sckool children who escape athletic sports
as feeble and sickly. Sex differences determine the choice of
games for children in Agogo. Some of the mmes can be play=d by both
girls and boys together. An example of this is hide and seek'.
In this, one of the number of children playing is blindfolded and
the remaining children hide somewhere. Then he or she uncovers the
eyes and searches for the rest, exchanging places with the first one
found. Then the game starts again. This game is traditionally

considered good to be played by both sexes together because it does

not involve suc.%‘,:;f touching the sex organs.
There are some games which can only be played either by girl

alone or by boys alone. An example of this is Nenaam which has

already been explained under the common games. This is strictly
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for either boys or girls only because the centre child can, with
the help of his hands, feel in the space between the thighs and the
‘legs to find the hidden rolled cloth. A naughty child faced with a
child of the opposite sem might take advantage of thie situation

in order to search further than is reouired.

Trere are games which are only assigned to girls. One of these
is Asaw . About ten or more girls stand in a circle singing and clap-
ping rythmically. One of them stands in the middle of the circle,
claps twice with the others, then bends her body backwards quickly,
coming to lean upon the girls standing immediately behind her, with
her hands sideways streteched. These have to support her by
holding her hands. She then moves on, doing the same thing from
time to time according to the rythm of the s®yg and clapping.

If the girl in the centr@ is not properly dressed round the waist, whe:
she bends backwards, the children standing right opposite her will

see her sexual organ. Therefore boys are not permitted to join the
girls in this game.

A game such as foot-ball is strictly played by boys because
on the whoi; they like games which involve adventure, running and
physical strenth. They like such games as somemwsaults. Incidentally
the sedemtayy, they like what is a kind of chess. Girls like games
which involve singing clapping, and dancing.

In the schools also sex difference determine the choice of
games and athletic activities in general. Boys, being considered
to have physical strenth, play such games as foot-ball, and have
such activities as the 440yds., long jump, the pole jump etc.

Girls are given easier games, and shorter distance, (e.g. Net-ball,
as w, 80yds, picking the lime, and the three legeged race).

Children besides knowing some adult songs and some songs from
gramophone records which are nowadays prevalent in the town, have
some songs which:;:Euliar -w> to them. Some of these are unknown

to the adults; because such songs are of ten sung when the children

are having their games outside the house. Here are the words of

some of them:=-

i Buroni te abansoro.
As "igyi;:;ﬂsgzgz'; na no are na oshake ne ho, Soyiriwa"
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(Soyiriwa, Kwasi whit
e-man lives on a storey house
and is making shirts, and is shaking hinse{f

Soyiriwa). s.p.
el nothing.p Soyiriwa is a children's word which

2 Eee wo a woampa ee wo to bor .

(Eii there are itches on the b
uttocks of the one
who doesh't want to 1if® up her clothes.)

3. Bankye fufuu ydé; eye d& dodo; mede masi gya so
rehyew mu; abofra betewa, pan;rin ka asam Ey woano
pgrepere, kakraa a mebs wo yi no, woresu.

(Cassava fufu is nice, it is indeed ver latable

I have set it on the fire, it is burning, ’
You little child, when an older child is talking,
you talk too, do you weep because of this little Skp
I gave you.

irs 4. ' Cocoase berante , wo maa me na wanhw+o yiye
s woampalishe a mgby wo asum.

(Gentleman of the cocoa plantation, your mother did not

train you properly. If you do not powder your face

I shall give you a slap in the ear?.

In this village, adults do not often tell stories to children

because, as an informant said, "There is not much time for that."
The time when adults tell stories to children is when they have moved
to little cottages far away in their famms where the children a cut
off from a“ sorts of village enjoyment. Children listen to sich
stories as those about 'Ananse' the spider, who is frequently the
hero of African folk stories. Since this is an agriculatural area,
spofies about farming, marriace, chiefs, insects and animals are
told. The writer asked the informant to recount the last story
which he had told his children anJ which he thought was appropriate
for them to hear. He thus started: "Ananse and Intikuma his son,
lived once upon a time. Ananse had a round closed calabash in which
all wisdom in the woru was supposed to have been kept. He wanted
to climb a tree. So he hung the calabash 1rv{rront of him and began climb-
ing. When his son Intikuma saw that the calabash was preventing him
from climbing the tree easily, he said, "Daddy, don't you think
that you could climb better if you hung the calabash on your back?"
Ananse was surprisedto find that there was wisdom in the head of
his son, which meant that he had not been able to collect every bit
of wisdom into the calabash. Consecuently, he threw it on the
ground. It broke; and wisdom spread, and thus spread to all people Sl
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On being asked why he thought that was appropriate for his children,
'he said, "My second chilg aged ten always behaves as if he were
the wisest person in the family. I wanted to teach him the lesson

that wisdom is a wide-spread gift, and that he cannot claim to be

|
alone in his wisdom." He continued ’

"Appropriate stories far

‘children are those which give children a lesson such as does the one
I have told you. Also at times it is good for them to hear frightful

ones about dwarfs, thieves, fire and death, so that they can be
threatened on the basis of these if they wander or are disobedient
in any way.

On the whole, literacy in Agogo is just limited to the for-
tunate few, there are many".algults who have no idea d’ all about the
/books that school boys and/should or should not read inside and outside
the school. So it is only the school teachers who forbid pupils to
eead certain books (i.e. those of which they themselves disaproved).
A teacher concerned said that in their scripture lessons, and in
morning prayers, they often tell the middle school children to
believe in God because He is the Supreme Being over all others; in
other words, that they should turn to their Bibles whenever in need
of help. However very occassionally, he would find some Middle
School Forms 2 and 3 pupiles in private possession of the St. Anthony
Treasure book and using it as an idol. He said that it would be
covered with white paper, with a blue cord tied round it. When he
lookdd into it, he would see a piece of calico and a bit of animals'
skin and a piece of half-burnt ing€ence.

After much cuestioning, the boys would admit that they used the
books to invoke spirits to help them to learn well. Although they
were not in the foot-ball team, whenever there was a foot-ball match
between their Middle School and any other School, they would invoke
the spirits to predict which the winning team would be.

The favourite childhood books which the handful of adult literates
recall are mostly some of the class readers which they read at school.

They had no private books of their own and no school libraries from

which to choose books. A man of about 40 recalled the Nelson

| Beadars, Books I to IIT. He could still remember some sentence§., He
’

started with a smiling face quoting the following: "I go up, am
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I to go up? WNo, go so. Ata has my cap; Aba has my map." The same

informant told a story which he liked very much when a child.
It was about Ananse, who had collected all the world's wisdom into
a calabash. (This story has been narrafed here alfeady) .

Another adult literate, of about thirty eight years, said that his

|
favéurite childhood books were the Practical Reader II and a series

of Twi books called "Twi Kenkan homa". He could not recollect any-

thing from the Practical Readers, but remembered that he was very
fond of the Twi books since they were full of stories. Here is his

favourite childhood story. "Once upon a time there lived a man who said

he would only worship God when he was on his d eath-bed. As long as
he lived he would worship Satan. He lived making merriment all the
time and behaving as an angel of Satan's. One day he ws taken ill
and knowing that he would die, he wanted to commend his seul into
the hands of God. Since his mind, soul and body was full of Satan
what he shouted was "Receive my soul oh Satan". A third literate
adult , of about twenty seven, said that when he was an adolescent
he really loved the book called "The Vicar of Wakefield", He said
that because he was an adolé%cent, he was very interested in passages ﬁ(
about marriage which he still remembered. With confidence, he
started quoting the following. "It is ever of the opinion that the
honest men who married and brought forth large families did more
service to the population than those who continued single and only
talked about population.”

He also narrated his favourite childhood story. "Once upon
a time there lived Ananse, who was sent on a errand by Ananse
Kokuroko. The name of God in Twi fables. He, Ananse, had only one
grain of maize on him. Night fell. He was taken in as a stranger in
a house. When the hostess had asked him to keep his maize in the
barn he said "Oh! no, I always want my maize to sleep with fowls."
As a stranger, his request was complied wish. On the next morning,
he cdaimed one fowl, because his maize had been eaten by a fowl.
He continued his Jjourney and become a stranger among sheep theme.

Instead of allowing his fowl to sleep ith other fowls, he said

B a4 siecp with the sheep, 0f course; the fowl was found

deat‘ the next morning and so Ananse claimed a sheep. With he same
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trick he exchanged the sheep for a cow, and then on seeing that

[l ers were going to bury a dead woman, exchanged his cow

for the corpse. He then tied a cloth round the dead woman, and in

the next house he told his hostess that his wife was in the cloth
and was sick and that the only remedy for her particular fantastic
disease was this - that she had to be beaten by a number of men.
The hostess, taking pity on him, ordered a good number of men to
beat the corpse, which they did villingb On the next day, the
corpse was found *lead®by the men, and Ananse pretending that its
*death had been their doing, claimed all the men who had beaten it.
On the next day, they all followed him, hearing him sing and making
mention of all the things he had exchanged. Whenever he reached,
"I changed the cow for the corpse," he substituted for cornése"
"wmm". The men grew tired of him and beat him, and he jumped aside
on the side of the foot path to save himself. That's why cobwebs
of jnanse's are always seen there at the way side.

Literacy on the whole has not gained any footing in this
village. There are only about twenty five adults who know how to read
Because of this adults do not read to children. Even the fw literates
do not read to their children. Either they do not find the time
to do so, or do not find the need, or the right material, to read
to them. The X chief and an old lady called Mame Akwaa were
the only two people ever seen reading passages from the Bible
to their children at home.

Children at the age of fourteen (i.e. in Middle Form Three)
are cqpablg of reading books such as Shakespeare. In classes
they only read the prescribed books, such as Oxford Readers. If
they read adult literature, they make the choice themselves from

a School Library or a book=-shop.

1. Ananse = Spider.
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Qinu there are no time-saving devices for work in this

village, women have to do a great deal of the work by hand, which
is of course a lonr slow process.

On aceount of this a woman may count on War children as
helping hands to do the work, She therefore  +tends to like those
children who are always helpful to her 2r o not wait to be
told what to do., 4i- early as a ehild is able to walk well, sayat

" the age of two, he is sent on little errands and asked to fetch thi- |

ngs, for instance Spoons, sugar ladles and small unbreakables.
Kwame Kra apged one and a half yeaPs was observed fetching water
~ with an enamel cup for his father's use as soon as the mother put
the food on the low table. Tt is not without interest that he
had in faet started walking only two weeks before. Children
between one ani a half and twe have their work limited to indoor
tasks and also to light and less delicate artieles. When the
child is three or four years old he is entrusted with the earryingof
more delicate articles such as calabashes, earthern ware pots
and a lookinr glasses. He ecan alsn be seen mashing peppes vhich
needs great care. Ho tries to peel food with a knife and he
can also attend to little tasks outside the house suchas calling
an aunt from a house near-by, or carrying a light lead to his
uncle's house, At this age, he is suprosed to know how to cross
the lorry roads without running into accidents. Later, between the
ages of six and seven,he may have so much contaet with friends
-outside his own home that he may not 1like to stay there and work
there when required to do so. From this time, onwards he will
be given some specific jobs such as sweening the bathrosm every
morning, or feeding the fowls or fetching water.

There are sex differences with mgards to the wark performed.
In this society some work is assigned to the female sex, other
work to the male sex; and if one is seen doing work belomging to
m of the oprosite sex, one is considered to bo‘ doing an
improper thing. The girls will be one day be #aking up the duties
of mothers, therefare they concentrate on what a!o considered

L s R
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- feminine householq jobs.

their mothers.

These follow the pattern of those of
The girl of about nine or ten years learns how
to sweep properly, smear clay on the earth stoves, and clean
the hen yard. She also makes fire, boils water,cooks food,
fetches water from the water nlace, tends 1ittle babies, pounds
fufu. She is taught how to make the bed, weed, plant things
such as pepvers, okros, maize and yams in the farm and she
accompanies her mother to sefl the latter's wares if the latter
is a petty trader. The girls stay with their mothers from
infancy till adulthood when they marry and therefore they serve
as apprentices who acquire some skills in housewifery, laundry,
cookery, trade and agriculture from their mothers to arm them
for the future. Conseauently the training for girls begins at
an earlier age than does that of boys.

Girls are therefore more useful than boys and thus
rreferable fo the mothers. As far as boys are concerned, their
household jobs are limited to running errands, sweering and
fetching water and number of times from the water nlace (when
below fourteen years of age). Also they pound fufu, and look
after the babies when their mothers are busy doing some other
work. And they carry fire-wood and food from the farms.

Since a boy is considered to be a future bread-winner, he
is taught farming,which he can resort to when all else fails.
Even from the age of nine, a boy often accomparies his father to
the farm, where he is given lessons about the different farm
ecrops and ways of attending to them, and also about traditional
totis for hoeing, digging, sowing and harvesting, and also about
times for sowing and harvesting different crovs. He is his
father's right hand when doing all these.. During the cocoa
season, he collects the plucked cocoa and helns in breaking and
heaping them for fermentation. He also takes an actjve part
in drying and carrying it home. At times he may help his father
o® a brother in making ani setting fish trans. If the father

is a hunter and brings something home he helps to rut the meat

into pieces. He may also bring stickg ¥rsa the furm to rerair

some fence that is falling down or help to mix clay with +ater
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if there is an extension being made to the house.

During the snail season, all children, both boys and girls,
provided they are able to walk go out into the bush and forst to
find snails. Even a three yeat old child can be taken to the
bush to find them because they are in abundance here and are a

second ‘cash crop' of the Agogo people. Children of either sex
by doing such work are able to swell their own funds.

This is the work assigned to children in Agogo, and their
working hours are the same as for children in other parts of the
country. Girls rise' up earlier in the morning than boys because
they have got a lot to do in the home. They start their routine
work at (say) six a.m. continuing (say) half past six in the
"evening with a few moments of rest sometime during the day. The
boys starting work at about half past six, go through the work
assigned for them and break off at about half past six in the
evening. Usually,in either case, there is no regular afternoon
rest because if a child is caught resting i.e. sleeping, he or
she is scolded.

Judging from the above children are of much use in the
home since they give all kinds of help ranging from running
simple errands to doing tasks such as helping in the farm and
swelling their own funds by finding snails, even buying some
of their own necessaries from their income. In view of this,
if it happens that a child does the work he is exvected to do
willingly, this 1s a great joy to adults, especially to his
parents, who heap praises unon him. That in itself is a reward,
but he is rewarded in other ways too. Hispﬂreﬁts always like him
and protect him; and he 1is gometimes given some mresemts which
the other children might or might not know about. All the
rewards are very often connected with the good services he has
rendered., For example if he is the one who always like:to pound
fufu, while all others are dodgine the mother, he is given
extra meat when he is having his meal. If he has however helped
her in selling her wares gquickly, she buys anything he likesy

for instance a cap,for him. This idea of givéng rewards goes
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on even till adulthood; for if a son had helped tremendously to

make a cocoa farm suecessfully, the father may give him a portion
of that. |

On the other hard, children who dodge adults and parents
in home and farm duties are punished, In the first place,
they are the sort of children who are not liked very much by
their parents. They are scolded at the least.thing they do and are
often termed 'lazy creatures'. Besides this undesirable treat-
ment they receive at home, they are often punished in accordance
with the services that they did not want to render. "One who
refuses to help in preparing food is deprive of it because after
all," said an informant: "she has not bought any slave to work
.or cook for her." Some fathers may be very unwilling to marry
a girl for their sons because the boy has always been lazy and
has not helped him at all to bring in an income by helping on the
farm. The Agogo people think that it is understandable that parents
elther reward or punish in connection with wark; because every
work which a boy or girl may be asked to do is one to arm him or her
for the future. As reason of that if a girl who is incompetent
in household duties marries, the husband's relations might
remark sadly,to him thus: "Your mother inlaw did not train your
wife properly. She doesn't know how to make fufu or soup. She
should better be sent back." Such remarks hurt a mother and
so to be on the safe side she would train her girl.

If boys however often dodge their parents and are often lazy
parents think that it is reasonable that they should be punished,
because ii they grow up with such habitvs, they may hehave likewlse
when emﬂoyed. They might therefore not bring in a good enough
income to sustain a family when they harry, and even before

the marriage comes about the proposed wife incuires into the past

life of the man in guestion as to whether he is hard-working and

would be able to sustain a family.

Parents have a healthy attitude towards the child's profess-

ional employment, because every parent deems it a pride if his older

child is employed somewhere. The empdoyment of children
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in this village falls into two categories. In the first groun

we find that of the town's A ite it et et

children are of age, they consult their parents as to what
employment they should undertake. Occupations assigned to these
children are farming, driving, blacksmithy, goldsmithy, carpentry
tailoring, masonary, petty trading, sandal-making, and store-
keeping. The parents choose the one which they think will bring
the biggest income to their child and that also which would suit
his health. An illiterate child may on the other hand make his
own choice df occupation. If however, his selection is not in
accordance with that of the parents, they tell him why they do not
like it. If he still insists on it, the parents unable to force
him to change his attitude, no longer bother about him. He is
then refused any capital which he may ask for in connection with
starting the work. They will not care whether he goes bankrupt
or prospers in his undertaking. But if the emnrloyment is liked
by the parents they will support him in all eircumstances.

Only recently has a second emplor " : category develoved.
Children in this group are girls and ther who had reached at least
Form Four, the top class of the Middle School. Scuh children
and the#¥ parents think that it is below the dignity of an M.k
child; male or female, to be seen doing farming just like their
jlliterate contemporaries. The vlace of the educated ones is the
office. When the writer was investigating into this matter,

a stranger, an out patient of the hospital, asked what would happen
in about fifty years from now when, it can be assumed, the literate
folk would out number the illiterates. Would all of them leave

the farms and work in offices and die of hunger? A father of a
Middle School Boy retorted and said: "How can I waste all this
amount to educate my child and then send him to work on the land?
There are a few educated perons in this town and if they do not

do the clerical jobs, who would take up the Local Council work ete?"
Such is the attitude of the educated children and their parents

towards the choice of employment .



3 ,t ;‘B this last reason some of these youngsters take up
@ few avpointments in the Local Couneil, in the hosnital as
T MI“. and in the schools as puril teachers. A greater number
p ~of them, however flock to the large towns Kurasi, Acera and

~ Takoradi in search of clerical work as messengers, store-boys

‘ ' and c¢lerks. The children and the parents have to agree upon
f the same clerical work but where a common decision is not arrived
| at the parent may enforce the child to take un an empoyment
against his wigh. In sueh a case the child's attitude towards
. it might not be a healthy nne. There was an inecident in this
village when a tall adolescent boy, Aty wanted to join the Police
} Force. He was stopved at once by his uncle who wanted him to be
a druggist. Atta, being humble, opened the drug store, but sine=
he did not like that occupation. He did not fgel haphry theres; for
instance, in a day he was not able even to make seles of
over ten shillings. There have been some cases ‘just like that
of Atta in which however the children also insisted on taking
up the secupation that aprealed to them. The parents of such
children refused to have any further relations with them, and
therefore the children left home without saying good=bye.

Consequently, they are now considered as delinauent children,
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ADOLESCENCE.

When a child is about twelve years of age, he develops
_certain characteristics which distinguish him from the opposite i
. ®ex. During this time, he is supposed to go through a period
I of rapid physical growth whereby he develops long limbs and becomes -
‘1 sensitive to remarks. A little while after this the body directs

‘ita growing-power to new ends; to complete him and fit him for
full adult 1ife; the pubic hair which is a sign of sexual matu-
rity begins to grow. With girls the breasts, and with boys the
penis meke themselves ready for their natural work. The boy's
voice breaks and deepens into the voice of a man.
By these physical changes, the child begins to be aware
.that he is rapidly passing into adulthood. The ¢child is also
made aware by adults of the new state into which,is entering.
Often remarks are made to that effect. He may either be reminded
of his long legs, or his deep voice. A girl may be reminded of
her growing breasts. At times the child dislikes such remarks
and therefore becomegshy, excitable, moody and disobedient. He
is often ref%ied to as having reached adulthood. At this age, a
girl becomes more interested in herself. She often wears the top
garment to cover her breasts. By smearing much oil on her body,
her skin becomes smooth and she begins to have more interest in
boys especially those of her own age or a little above and wishes
to win their admiration. Her adult relations keep on reminding
her that she has reached an age when she can menstruate at any
time, and she should therefore be careful in dealing with men so
that she does not get pregnant before her first menstruation
which by custom should be announced publicly.
The boy's pre-puberty is not as noticeable as that of the

girl's and he also sees his contemporary girls growing faster

and taller than himself. The boy's transition is not signalised
by any custom since there is not a specific day when the transi-
tion takes place. On the other hand, the girl's menstruation is
a land mark in her life which is celebrated.

When a girl menstruates, it is publicly proclaimed. If

she thinks that she is too young for it, for example, if a child
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8t ten and a half years or sometimes at eleven, she

tes

‘?W%! not have it announced till later fearing that it would not
meet people's approval.

| About the puberty rite, this was what an informant said.

~ He described it as being a common practice in this village. He
said’“When my daughter Yaa menstruated, her mother accompanied
her to the Queen mother's house to inform her of the good news.
The Queen-mother on hearing of it asked for a shilling and then
ordered her maid to take Yaa into a room to see whether she was
really discharging blood. This was done and luckily enough Yaa
passed the test. There have been cases in which some girls
fajled such tests because they were declared pregnant without
Having had the ceremony of menstruation. Whereas they were
pregnant without having gone through that puberty rite custom.

ﬂaBehaviour of this type is considered taboo and blasphemous.

Such people are brought before the chief's court and after the
hearing of their case made to pay twelve guineas. In the

_olden days, such immodest girls were executed.

However, before Yaa was presented to the Queen-mother, her
friends had already been informed that she had menstruated. Con-
sequently, a word was sent at once to them that she had passed,
the test. They were very happy and had their hair shaved jmme-
diately. Yaa also had hers shaved too. She wore a white veil
showing that she had won & victory and so she was adorning her
soul with white. My daughter had a fiancee and so he was informed;
to grace the occasion he gave her (£6) six pounds for buying all
necessaries such as eggs, pomade, sponge ete. If she had had
no fiancee T would have had to buy everything as her father.

The mother saw to 1€:§£e following were bought: Towel, soap,
powder, a basin, food stuff, salt and shea-butter. Many girl
friends of the menstruated girl who had their hajir shaved c ame to
stay with her. There were ten of them. Their ages ranged from
six to twelve. Ihey were & sort of attendants to Yaa whomthey
always escorted to the river side twice daily to have their bath,
then coming back home to smear & lot of shea-butter on their skins.

Yaa's mother gave & boiled egg to her to eat without biting

. R g .
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1t in_pieeea. Whilst eating, the former said: ®May God help
you and bless you,

May he give you a husband worthy of your-
self ¥

®rhe friends or attendants used to help to cook a delicious
food, 'fufu', and all of them ate together. Yaa was then given
a long stick to clean her teeth with. All this went on for a week
At the end of the week, they all had their bath for the last
time in the river side, dressed in rich native attire and pa-
trolled the town in a group to thank people. They give thanks
‘because God had helped Yaa to grow from childhood into adulthood.

During these customary rites, I spent about twenty five pounds
on the whole affairﬂ?continued the father. "When she went round
‘to thank people, she was given some donations which amounted

to about thirty pounds (£30)."

That amount was supposed to be the girl's capital and she is
expected never to exhaust the whole amount. If my child Yaa was '
living in the Christian quarters, we could not have observed
that custom for her because it is not allowed there. The Chris-
Adolescents are confirmed in the church and that marks the entry
from childhood into adulthood, though at a girl's menstruation,
she is given a boiled egg.

To round up such a custom, the adolescent and menstruated
girl who has undergone the puberty rite is given pieces of
advice by her parents in the presence of her friends. She is
told to be cereful with men, not to have intercourse with any
man before her marriage. She should consider the amount of
money spent on her and lead a good life so that she gets a geod
husband; and that it is only by leading a good life that she will
get children after her marriage. She is told that she is now of
a marriageable age and therefore if any man asks her hand in
marriage she should inform her parents at once.

Adolescent boys are warned to be careful in choosing the
right partners, not to have sexual intercourse with other men's
wives since that brings a lot of money wasting and misery to
such boys. They are also advised to work hard for thefir living,

otherwise they may not be able to maintain a family and S

 would be deserted by their wives and perhaps children.



Déring Such times, there are changes in the mode of life
of the adolescent. The girl adolescent knowing that she has
stepped from childhood into adulthood, expects people especially
those who are yonger than herself to address her thus: 'aunty'.
She has the right to have her hair tied with black thread to
wear a headkerchief and a top cloth to distinguish her from pre-
adolescent girls, The adolescent boys also puts on a larger
cloth of about six yards. If however, a boy or a girl in this
stage behaves as a child either by weeping unnecessarily or by
taking part in children's play he or she is reminded of the tran-
sition, its meaning and the responsibilities which it carries
with it. Such a child is also expected to be more serious about
iife, to behave and do everything which will promote a success-
ful future.life.

The adolescent enjoys great freedom in most cases, and is
allowed to use his or her initiative in taking action. Heoaoes
this keeping in mind all the time that ddults and especially
parents are keeping an eye on him or her to see how he or she
behaves with people of the opposite sex and the sort of partners
he chooses. Whenever there is a lapse of modesty in this res-
pect, the girl is severely warned and her freedom decreased.
Parents do this with a view to escaping public reproach and also
to have their child well recommended for marriage.

The adolescent girl receives a greater attention than the
boy since her transition is marked by a specific occurence of
the monthly flow and a ceremony. Afterwards, however cruelly
parents would like to treat adolescents, they feel that they
should be more severe on the boy than the girl in relationship
with his employment or apprenticeship. They feel that it is
absura to find a man who is unable to earn his living to maintain
a family. In view of this the boys are made to work to equip
themselves for the future. This is what an informant said about
the subject: "Whereas I tighten my supervision over my adoles-
cent girls relationships with boys, I always see to it that
my boy works hard. T do not allow him to Join the lazy boys

of his age who play 'aware' (an &frican game) hours on end near
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~ the !i}eet. If he is unable to earn a living in the future,

he will depend on me all his 1ife. But I may die at any time."
On the wiole, girls are not given any formal talk about

menstruation. They hear about if when their parents talk about

it in passing. Before the rite, the mother always warns her
daughter to have her bath before she takes breakfast in case

she menstruates dny day. For, it is believed that it is not
proper for a menstruated girl to eat while she has not had her
bath. This is more or less all about mensfruation that a girl may
hear from her parents. Any other things which she may hear comes
from friends who are experiencing or have experienced the puberty
?1te. She learns that unexpectedly blood starts to flow from
the genital organ at a certain time between the ages of twelve
and fifteen. That is sometimes painful - that it may flow for
about three, four, or five days and stop, that it repeats it-
self every month.

During such times absolute cleamliness should be observed.
Adults constant supervision over, and advising of the girl at
this age, make her have a hazy idea that there must be a rela-
tionship between menstruation and child birth. Parents think
that?&a an improper thing to talk about sex affairs to their
adolescent children. Tt is believed that if a parent did so
the child would show disrespect to him. Thus the son relies on
his close friends or his elder brothers for information about
sex. His 'wet dream' for example, otherwise remains a mystery
to him.

In this village, there is a great emphasis laid on chastity.
Adults are aware that an adolescent child's lapse [rom modesty
invites public disapproval and consequently a reproach, and a
great loss of money at times, contraction of diseases at other
times, court cases, dishonour, illegitimate children, and abortion
and many other kinds of vices are attached to this behaviour.

By reason of all this, adolescent sons and daughters are warned
to refrain from sexual intercourse. When parents find their
daughter indulging n that practice, they warn her very severely,

because shortly vefore her marriage, her spouse's relations will
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;%}!ﬁ for secret information ana get reports and testimonials
 privately . about her. If however the testimonial is an
unfavourable one, the spouse's father will:say: "Well my son,
jf you can't marry this girl since 'she goes here and goes there',
- she is a rogue." A similar thing can be said about a boy who

goes after many women like a he-goat.

During adolescence, boys and girls become very much interested
in sex affairs. They do not wish to stay at home in the evenings
»°P go out for their games any longer. They feel that they are
grown ups and therefore they should undertake adult activities.
They meet in twos or fours and converse together on the streets
lespecially on a moon-lit night. During such evenings they go
for walks and stop in shady places to caress or fondle each other.
During the Akwasidae ceremony of the Agogo state, the illiterate
adolescents meet in the evenings and dance to clapping and singing.
During such times, people from each sex try to win the admiration
of others of the opposite sex either by graceful dancing or by

. curious contortiong of the buttocks.

With the rapid growth and the interest and popularity of
football matches in the Agogo village, adolescent boys and girls
have another ground on which to meet and chat and laugh.

As the players go on with the game, the by-standers, espe-
cially their girls friemds, cheer them till the end of the game,
and then congratulate them when they are successful or comfort
them when defeated. A grander ground for the adolescents is
ball-room. Occassionally dances are organised in the town. Some
girls attend them with their regular boy-friends, others wi th
their brothers or cousins and the rest with some boy acquaintances.
There they dance, converse, laugh drink and in short, enjoy them-
selves.

In the churches, there are some societies which adolescents
can join. They are the Youth Guild; the Church Choir and
the Singing Band. A1l these are considered to be activities
or societies in the religious institution. In such places
the adolescents are not expected to show any extra interests in

people of the opposite sex there. However, at the close of a

o e e =
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H!#“i Or singing, they walk in pairs or in groups to where-
ver they like to do what pleases them.

Some of these sex activities found in the Church Societies
are known and sanctioned by parents. On the other hand, they
may not know that their adolescent boy or girl goes out in
the evening to converse with contemporaries of the opposite
sex on the street until they happen to meet them or are seen
by somebody who reports it to the parents.

The adolescents steal themselves out to do this since

‘they know +that their parents do not sanction such behaviour.

During such activities, the boy may find his way with a little
torch-light which they call "Me na reba" (my mother is coming).
‘This name implies that a parent is coming so the torch light
should be kept hidden quickly so that the lovers may not be
spotted.

Some girls attend dances at the expense of their boy
friends who invite them later on to spend the rest of the
night with tﬂem at the close of the function. As a result
of this, and from the fact that boys embrame the girls to arouse
their feelings in the dance, parents do not sanction such acti-
vities at all.

There are romantic love affairs between boys and girls at
this age. A girl may fall so deeply in love with a boy that
she becomes unhappy when she doesn't see him. The lovers
meet at different places to converse and enjoy themselves in
other ways. The boy may promise the girl that he will ask
her hand in marriage. Very often they go as far as to indulge
in sexual intercourse which may result in pregnancy. Some
boys carry out the obligation and marry such girls but on the
other hand, there are those who refuse to have any further
connection with the girl and leave her to look after herself
and the developing child. Love for remote objects is not
very common.

In spite of the fact that adolescent boys and girls have
great interest and admiration for people of the opposite sex,

they also have a few friends of their own sex. Thus a girl may

- B
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i&va.? girl friend of approximately her own age in whom she
confides all affairs about her early love or anything about
her boy friend and what her parents think and say about it.
Similarly boys also have special boy friends in whom they com-

I fide. While investigating, the present writer came across

two girl friends who had befriended two friends of the opposite
sex. They said that whenever one of them offended her lover,
the other stepped in to settle the matter.

The first loved objects for boys are often of the same age
or younger. A boy never wishes to befriend a girl who is older
than himself. The reason for this is that, if because of an
unexpected pregnaney he has got to marry her, it would look
queer to have a wife older than himself. Girls on the other
hand wish to love boys who are older than they are and in some
cases of their own age. They do this because they think that
such boys have more experience to guide them than the younger
boys.

Very often some adolescents go through a phase of storm
and stress. This results from the fact that their parents
are over anxious to train them.

A ﬁther and a mother may like their son to be a carpenter
but, he, disliking that job, may do something else. Another
boy would, to the dislike of his parents, linger about on
streets while others toil to earn their living. A gjr;;;;y be
given too much neglects part of it. Another one may be cau-
tioned not to befriend this boy or that dbut she may be deeply
in love with him and cannot stop easily. - All these generally
bring a constant friction between parents and young adolescents.
The adolescent girl feels that too much is being asked of her
and that her freedom is being taken away from her; while the
parents also think that the adolescents are disobedient, and
that they are not as submissive as they were when adolescent.

When such a situation of disobedience or laspe of modesty
crops up the adolescents become bitter against the parents
Because the latter call them and advise them not to do this or

shat. In severe cases, the child is punished. This is what
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one G? my informants had to say about the topic. "The puberty
rite was observed for me about two and a half years ago. My
parents have ever since been asking me to marry four different
men each of whom wanted to ask for my hand in marriasge. I
refused because I have got another boy-friend, of course to
their dislike. Whenever the tax collector comes in they start
scolding me to the effect that if I had married, my husband
would be paying my tax for me and not they. They pointed out
that there is a girl of my age in the village who has got a
child already. My mother would deny me of food if I went to
watch a football with my boy friend.

In this village, adolescents do not become deeply reli-

>gious. But they like attending functions where they can be
seen by people of the opposite sex and where their dressing
will draw attention. 4#nd with this motive behind their beha-
viour, they attend religious services in the Churches. After
they have done this for sometime, some refrain from going to
church, either because the service or because the prayer is

too long. Even when they have been confirmed, it is only during
those grand days when they have get new cloths and dresses that
they like going to church. Occasion after occasion, their num-
ber at the Lord's supper decreases. In faet, if any at all,

it is only a handful who are serious about the affairs of reli-
gion. In the heathen quarters, they join various social gathe-
ring, but have very little interest in the real meaning of such
religious practices.

On the whole the adolescents in this village do not often
rebel against authorities. However, it is not uncommon to hear
of incidents concerning insolent adolescents who rebel against
authorities. Children may rebel at home because of the parents
disapproval of the children's employment or choice of a friend.
In the schools, the adolescents very seldom renounce authority
since they are afraid of punishmentis or degrading testimonials
which would be given to them at the end of their course. As

far as political affairs are concerned, they are generally

law-abiding.
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When a girl menstruates or the pubic hair of a boy begins
to grow, she or he is considered to have entered into adulthood.
Adolescence is therefore considered to be the threshold of
adulthood. The following expressions asre used to describe
that transitional period. "Wadu mmaam", "Wadu mmarima mu"
(1iterally meaning you have reached womanhood or manhood, as
the case may be).

In spite of the strain and stress of adolescence, lads
and lasses of Agogo regard that period as a happy time. The
time for making love, the time for having a considerable amount
of freedom, a time for pleasurable activities - a time of
.having joy from making merriments, and a time for making the
choice probably of one's life-partner, a time for displaying

physical strength - a time when one is in one's prime.
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CONCLUSTIORN.

The training and education, both formal and informal
given to the Agogo child, is to equip him to be a good citizen,
and later to be a good and useful adult of the society. He
is therefore trained in an environment in which he is expected
to live as an adult. He in consequence tries to adjust himself
to situations as they arise.

Besides imitating adults, the child's home training is
given by employing admonition, questions, answers, instructions,
ridicule, correction, praise and punishment. His unbringing
is shared between parents and relations. Other adults both

‘familiar and unfamiliar may take up the r esponsibility when

necessary.

From his infancy, he is taught what he should and should
not do. He learns the standards of behaviour and traditional
customs from older children and adults and begins to have res-
pect for them. Living in a forest and agricultural area, he
is not only taught home and community life in the village but is
introduced to farming, collecting of snails and hunting in some
cases; and is taught the techniques as known in that place. When
he grows older, he is taught trade or employment by which he can
earn a living.

In this village, as well as many other Gold Coast villages,
4t is held that the place of the woman is the home. Consequently,
the daughter is the right hand of the mother whom she helps
day and night through rain and sunshine. She is taught cookery,
laundry housewifery, and childwelfare as are practised there,
farming as undertaken by women and the culture of their people.

It has been pointed out already that in most cases parents
lit¥e apart; female children live with their mothers and older
male children with their fathers. This mode of life, has how-
ever several serious disadvantages and set-backs. This affects
discipline; for never can the parents fully share the discipli-

nary responsibilities over the child. This, sometimes causes

the child to get off the 'rails’.
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- The basis of desciplie is generally fear instead of love

~ and afffction. FProm his infaney, a child is taught to fear
fhinss such as dwafs, bogeys, and ghosts which he will never

see even when he becomes an adult. He is also made to dread the
Policeman, doctor and the whiteman who he grows to find very
kind and agreeable. When children grow up, they realize that
all the agents used for threatening were lies. This makes them
lose some confidence in the adults concerned. The punishment
by which ginger or a mixture of pepper and herbs are inserted
into the anus has its moral ill-effects. For primarily, it is
used as a medicine and so if it is used as a punishment, it
.loses its value as a curing measure.

The child grows up to avoid certain actions and eating of
some foods because they are taboos; and not because it is
rational and beneficial for him to keep away from them.

Parents fail to explain fully the origin and the significance
of such taboos. This itensifies the child's fear. His home
education lacks lesson on cause and effect and of natural forces;
and the idea that ill-health depends, on a very large scale, on
good home conditions, as well as a general village sanitation.
Instead, he is taught to associate sicknesses and things such as
sterility with witchcraft. The child is therefore planted in
fear for which his parents and adults around about him are
responsible. They do not implant the fear purposely but they
do it out of great ignorance.

From infancy upwards, the child's informal educators are
noticed to lack a complete understanding of dealing with him
in developing his emotional, physical, moral and intellectual
abilities. Their methods, though not deliberate, are crude
and give rise to many ill-effects in the child's development.

For example, when a child is the baby of the family, he
receives all love and attention from his parents. But as soon
as another baby arrives in the family, the former relationship
and love between himself and his parents decrease. The mother
can for instance shout at him when he goes near the newly born
baby: "No! no! no! do not come near my child; do not kill it
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A child's habits, such as masturbation, thumbsucking, left—
handedness are abhored and misunderstood by adults; and he is .
always reminded or punished to abstain from them. If parents
understood that masturbation, for instance, has no ill-effects,
they would not have given so much attention to correcting the
child. To quote P. Powder-maker a Louise Grimes from'The Intel-
ligent Parents' manual'.

"The best medical opinion is united in its recoznition of
the fact that masturbation is a natural gratification practised
by most children to some extent, and that it has no ill-effects
in itself." On thumb sucking, they say: "It is both usual and
natural for a child between two and three years, and even after
three years of age, to suck his thumb, or his fingers occasional-
ly. As at early ages, the times when he is most likely to do
this are when he is tired, bored, discouraged or unhappy."
Parents and adults on the whole, do not know that thumb-sucking
is a substitute of bottle-feeding which formerly gave the child
pleasure. In such a case, if the parents could understand the
child and find occupations that are appropriate and entertaining
for him, by removing any strain he may be under,and by making
him feel especially loved and cared for, habits such as mastur-
bation, and thumbsucking will disappear.

In this village too, there are many problems facing the
adolescent. For naturally, at this stage, he becomes interested
in sex and love affairs. Yet he dares not ask his parents the
right way to go about them. He may get some information about
them from a friend who may or may not wallow in igncrance. What
the parents should understand is that the question of sex
should be dealt with in a plain matter-of-fact way. That em-
barrassment of horribleness should not be shown when the child
wishes to know something about sex and reproduction .

Undoubtedly, the constant conflict between parents and
adolescents brings about unhappiness. Such conflicts are brought

about by disagreements on the child's employment, his choice of



To the Agogo child, the whole business of living is growing

and learning to imbibe most of what is to be seen in his en-
viromment. To quote Ruth Benedict frowgfl:m.ia first
and foremost an accommodation to the patterns and standards
traditionally handed down in his community. From the moment

of his birth, the customs into which he is born shape his ex-
perience and behaviour. By the time he can talk, he is the
little creature of his culture, and by the time he is grown
and able to take part in its activities, its habits are his

“habits, its beliefs his beliefs its impossibilities his impos-

sibilites.”

Briefly, the child is directed to learn, appreciate and
take part in the culture of the village. This, he cannot
achieve without his educators. But what should be the qualities
of the educators? In the first place, they should have a full
understanding of the child they are dealing with. Otherwise
they would seem as a common sajlor on board who tries to steer
a steamship across the ocean. Sooner or later, he is bound
to get shipwrecks somewhere, because he lacks the understanding
of the techniques of the engines and how they should be managed.

Secondly, they should have love and sympathy for the child
so that they would not treat him like a little inorganic object.

Thirdly, they should apply different methods at different
occasions to suit the nature and the training of the child.
Otherwise they would seem as a doctor who mede worse the disease
he was meant to cure.

One impression which the writer, on investigating into
the topic got, was that some of the informants were aware of the
fact that there was a limitation lying somewhere in their child
training. They therefore, as a reward for the information they
had given demanded to know what should be done to a child who
sucks his thumb, wets his bed, cannot or would not control his

bowel movements, refuses food, sleeps badly, seems late in
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J-nming to walk, talk or fend for himeelf; has night mares,
. 1is backward at school is destructive, unsociable or even anti-
I social. - These informents were blind to the cure of all these
. mistakes yet they were ever—ready to apply any new solution
to their problems.

It is hoped that with the snfluence of the women's Training
College, Girls' School, the Basel Mission Hospital, and the
spread of formal education and Christianity into the sons and
daughters of Agogo, the standards of living in all walks of
life would be raised to a higher plane. Thus equipping Agogouﬂhi&
necessary 'UNDERSTANDING' they need for training the children.
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STORTIES.

A child's favourite story.
Serebon 7 years.

Once upon a time, there lived a hen and an egg. There
was famine in their town and so they both went out in search
for food. They saw a ripe pawpaw. The hen asked the egg to
climb and pluck them but the latter refused to do so. However,
later on the egg consented to go up the tree to pluck them.
Each time that he plucked the fruit the hen ate it. Then the
egg shouted from the top of the tree: "If you eat the next one
that I shall pluck, I shall come down and beat you." She plucked

another one which the hen ate immedjately. She decided to punish

‘the hen by falling on her from above, but, unfortunately on

throwing herslef down, she fell on the ground and got broken.
The hen wanted to tease her by laughing at her but half of her
beak tore away. That's why the hen's beak is shaped like that.

& A story about a bad girl.

Abrafi 10 years.

There was a girl who often stole th°ngs but whose mother
never checked her. So she went on stealing things. Ong one
occasion, she was arrested; and when she was being taken away
by the police, she requested to whisper some words to her mother.
The mother came near to listen. The girl whispered nothing

but bit her ear.

2b. A story of a good girl.

Boatemaa 5 years.

Once upon a time there lived a good girl. Whenever she
was sent she went. Whenever she was sent she went, running.
She swept every morning and washed her mother's pots and pans.
She fetohed water from the river side. From there she washed
the pans. When she finished washing the pans she arranged
them in their places. When she finished arranging them she

had her bath. She was liked by her mother.
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A story about a_bad boy.

f‘ By Kwabena Twum.

f _ Once upon a time there 1ived 'Kofi-ba-bone' (Eofi-the-bad—

~ boy). He always refused to go into the farm with his mother.
In his mother's absence, he provided music on the drum for hens
and dogs to dance in the yard. On each occasion, on his mother's
return from the farm, she asked why the yard looked so unbecoming.
Eofi-ba-bone always replied that he had been sick in bed and so
he diq not know what happened there. .

One day, the mother, being anxious to know what was done

in the yard, told Kofi that she was going to the farm; whilst
actually, she was going to hide behind the house. Fofi thought
'ahe had gone so he started his drumming and the dogs and hens
began to dance. The mother, on seeing that, rushed into the
house, and cut Kofi-ba-bone into pieces and bur {@d the pieces
in the stove. That is why the dog is sometimes seen scratching
the centre of the stove. He is searching for his friend and

drummer Kofi-ba-bone.

g I Children's wishes.

A Akoto (girl) 13 years. £10
" T want to buy dresses and cloth because I have not many."

: B. Obeng (boy) 11 years, Blazer.

"I only want to wear it"

c. Daaku (boy)l0 years, Storey Building.

#T shall hire the rooms to people, collect money from
them for building another building.”

o 9 Adupo (boy) 9 yeers, Shoe
"I have no shoe but I want to put on one."
E. Korantems (girl) 8 years, Earings.

| (No reason).

!; Boatemaa (girl) 7 years, Corn Porridge.

(no reason)
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G. Akosua (girl) ‘i years, !0”'

) She insisted that the interviewer should give her
the toffes.

4.

Self Description.

Kesewa - girl 10 years.

I am faifly slim and tall. I am not fat, my neck is long.
My legs are long and thin, my ears are small likewise my mouth
and my eyes. (She paused here but the interviewer reminded
her of her hair, face, colour and dress). My face is not round
it is a bit long; my hair is black and hard and I am a light
coloured girl. At present I am wearing a red dress with white

spots in it.

5« Life Story.
Daaku - 10 years old.

In 1945, my mother gave birth to me a2t the Basel Mission
Hospital at Agogo. I spent a week there and was brought to my
house I am the third child of eight chilren, I have five
sisters and two brothers. My father is a brick-layer who worked
in Konongo for sometime so I lived there in my infaney. I
returned to stay here at Agogo, and after that T was adopted
by an uncle at Kumasi for a year. I was just about to start
school there but I had to return to Agogo owing to a sickness.

I started school here at Agogo and have been living here since.

Both my parents are aljve so I am happy.

6. Imaginative Play.
The Interviewer placed 20 little brown dolls (which the

Girl Guide Company had just ordered from Britain) on a low table,
a piece of white chalk, little cards, pieces of strings and wool
were put on the table and talked to Abrafi of 10 years of age.
Interviewer: Abrafi, we are going to have a play. Arrange

the dolls in any way you like and use the

other things in any way you wish and make up

a scene.

Abrafi: All right, will a scene in the hospital do?
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~ Interviewer: Yes!
 Abrafi:

i

very good. Carry on.

Then T shall do the scene that I saw this mor-

Mr. Ohene:

Doctor:

Interviewer:

Abrafi:

Interviewer:

Abrafi:

Interviewer:

Doctor:
Patient:
Interviewer:

Abrafi:
Interviewer:

Abrafi:

ning. (She put fifteen dolls aside as patients.
She took another and said, "this is the Doctor. "
The next doll represented Mr. Ohene, (the hospi-
tal chaplain). Two of the remaining three dolls
were made nurses and the last one a female nurse.
She began to speak for the dolls.

(Addressing the patients) Group yourselves under
the tree for the morning service. (Patients do so)
(She arranges them together)

(Stands before the audience, accompanied by

Mr. Obenea

Why should Mr. Ohene stand near the doctor in

the Service?

Because he has to translate the Doctor's service
from English into Twi.

Doctor talks and Mr. Ohene talks too.

What is it that they say?

They talked about a man who was cured by Jesus.

I cannot remember all; because when the service
started when T was at the hospital, my sore
began to pain me; so I could not listen much,

Now suppose they have closed the service, what
next? (Abrafi goes on). (Doctor calls one patient
in i.e. Doctor speaks through a nurse)

Which part of the body are you suffering from?
Doctor, I have pains all over my hody.

Did you see that in the hospital?
Yes, because I went in with that Patient who

was my mother.

Then do you think you could add another doll to
represent yourself?

Yes.

(The doctor speaks through the nurse)
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What is wrong with your leg, little girl? i
(d0ol1) I have a sore.
('&;fi, The doctor writes on the card.
~ Abrafi & her
| 'nother._—eSO for medicine and walk off from the hospital.
 Abrafi: '

The other patients will also get attendance
and go away from the hospital.
Interviewer: Thank you very much, Abrafi it has been

interesting.

Records under which the work was done.

Drawing.

Because of lack of facilities for drawing in the homes,
the drawing was done at school. Each worked separately. There
were ggree boys who did not draw but delighted in going from

child to child looking at what they were drawing.

Stories and factual reports.

These were recorded in the home. In each case, the inter-
viewer first got acquainted with the subject, asked her a few
questions of perhaps her family and whatshe had been doing that
day. - She then went on. "I think you know many stories, do
you think you could tell me i.e. one about a bad boy? Then
after thinking for sometime, the subject started. One or two

children in the house-hold joineto listen to it.
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