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THE

TRANSLATOR's PREFACE.

•

THE avidity with which travels into
Africa have been read by the public, pro-
mises to secure to this work a favourable
reception. The travels hitherto published
may be said to give merely a glimps~ into
•the interior of that vast continent, and a
thousand 'miles in a straight line from the
coast, has been the extremity of every for-
mer excursion, while our present author has
explored an extent of ten thousand miles
through the very heart of the ,country.
VAILLANT, PARKE, BRUCE, BROvVNE, and
SONNIN.r added but little to our kno\vledge,
and after all their efforts, the map of Africa
remained still disfigured by a blank space
entitled " Parts whol(y unknown to Euro-
peans." a 2 Through
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I"

Through this space' a path has' at last
been opened: a German' on foot has, with
the perseverance characteristic of his coun-
trymen, measured the extent of Africa.
He has passed through the midst of it, from
the Cape of Good Hope to the sea of Mo-
rocco. \Ve are by his means made ac-
quainted with kingdoms and countries,
whose names never before struck our ears., ,

In the kingdom of Haoussa, of which
Mr. Parke gives so meagre an account, our
traveller resided a considerable time in high
favour, with the monarch; he wandered
with tribes under the equator, where no
steps of a white man had till his time been
seen; and he travelled over the burning de-
sart of Sahara, noted for. its monsters, and
deemed an impenetrable barrier between
the north and' middle of Africa.

The difficulties and dangers to be en-
countered in such an expedition may be
easily conceived from the relation of the
travellers alreadv mentioned, who can
scarcely be said to have gone beyond the

bounds

,
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bounds of civilised humanity, and their
path was) comparatively speaking, a turn- .
pike road to that of our. author's. But he
seems to have been formed both in mind
and body for this enterprise. He was exact-
Iy the man whom the AFRICAN ASSOCIA- .

TION would have rejoiced to select for their
. laudable purposes of exploring unknown
regions, and he throws such light upon
manners and customs, and proper mode of,
conduct, and travelling in these countries,
as will be highly serviceable to its future
projects; indeed,we flatter ourselves that the.
publication .of this work in our own Ian-
g~age will be honoured with its highest ap"

, probation. .

Our author did not visit .Africa with a
vie~ to discover curious animals or plants;
to form a new system, or extend the limits
.of one already established: he describes

I' chiefly men and manners, and these not
from a cursory view, but from a continued
residence in various kingdoms and repub-
lics. Sometimes he was in the highest fa-
vour with princes, .at other times an objee],
of contempt to the lowest of the people.

a :3 Sometimes
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Sometimes he enjoyed all, the comforts
.which the nature of the country admitted,
at other times he was exposed to all the
miseries whi~h a burning sun and a burning
soil could inflict. Alternately he was a
freeman, a servant, or a slave,

To literary, merit our traveller makes no
pretensions: he tells a simple artless tale:
what he saw, and what he suffered he des-
cribes accurately: he takes us with him in
his tour, interests us in his feelings" and at
·every moment rouses us to new object&, of
curiosity, which he never fails to gratify.
If amusement only is desired by the reader,.
he will here find. again realised the tale that
caught the ear of Desdemona.

But though this wo ild have been a suffi-
• cient justification for t,he appearance of the

work in an English dress, we have had
much higher points in view ; contem-
plated in a Moral and Commercial ligh4
thefe Travels hold out to this country very
important objects of enquiry. In the first
place indeed we feel with considerable grief

and
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and sham~ the reproaches cast on this coun-'
try, in common with other countries, by the
blacks. The name of. Christian is every
where held in contempt and abhorrence.
It is, in the language of a black, the name.
for every thing which is vile; base, cruel,
rapacious, unjust and wicked: and as long .
as christians debase their character by the
abominable wickedness of the Slave Trade"
so long is all access barredto the civiliza-
tion of Africa, and to the s-preading of the
.religion of OUf Saviour among its-oppressed-
and i!liiured inhabitants.' To die moralist
this is a severe reflection, and the observe-
tions on the Slave Trade ill this work, must
pietce the heart of every Englishman who
has the least regard for his religion or his
constitution.

Destroy the Slave Trade, and this work
opens to the view new sources of wealth,
which avarice itself could scarcely exhaust.
A new world is opened fOl: our arts, and
will yield in its turn treasures inexhaustible.
A factory may, with.no great difficulty, be

a 4 established
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established at Haoussa, and commerce be
the means of making an Englishman a bles-
sing to the country to which he is now a
curse.

In rendering this singular prod uction
into English, it has been the grea~ object of
the translator to give the unvarnished tale
as simply as the' author would himself haver
told it, had he written' in our' language.
The inequalities in the translation fre-
quently arise from those of the original,
and whenever they are the fault of the tran-
slator, will, we hope, be pardoned by the
candid, as they arise' from causes which it is
not necessary to present to the public. In "
every point of view we can confidently offer
the work as the most instructive as well as
the most interesting that has hitherto ap-
peared on the subject of Africa.

London, Dec. 13, 1800.

4
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.AlllJTHOR'S 1PR}E1F~CE.

IT was not a vain ambition, of feeing my
name added to the lift of the Authors of the
prefent t~mes, that excited me to publifh
this Account of my Travels; but the defire
exprefled by my Friends and Patrons, that
I would contribute to the enlargement of
our frock of geographical knowledjre, by
cornmunicating what I had fecn or learned
in the diflant regions of Africa. J\1any
perfons, who have made an excurfion to
the diftance of forty or fifty miles from their
homes, favour us with their travels, Ipeak'
of the dangers arid dif.1,ppointments they

had
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JJ.ad to encounter; defcribe cities and re-
gions, which they haftily viewed; praife
and cenfure, as they -think proper :-And
yet their productions are read, and them-
felves encouraged to make further re-
fearches. Now, as I can, without prefump-
tion aflert, that, before me, no German ever
undertook fo dangerous a journey into that,
for the moil: part, yet unexplored land,
th-rough the interior parts of which I tra-
velled, alone and on foot, for not lefs than
fixteen years, I believe I fhall not do an
unimportant fervice to the public, by co~-
municating my obfervations. Thefe orr':',
fervations, wear not an air of learning or
deep fcience; but I can with 'confidence
affirm, that I [peak of every thing, as AN EYE-

WITNESS, with TRUTH and FIDELITY. When
I occafionally correct Errors,which have,
from the accounts of preceding travel-
, lers, as Vaillant for example, been adopted
as matters -of fact; or- when I fupply

.' what
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what is defective in them ;-it is done from
no other motive than the LOVE OF TRUTH. For
the miftakes of which I myfelf may have
been guilty, I crave the indulgence of the
reader. The names of nations, towns,
countries, &c. may perhaps be written other-
wife than I have written them; but I wrote
them as I heard them pronou need; for in #

moil of the countries through which .1 paf-
fed, there were no written documents. . To
feveral countries and towns I have likewife
given the names which they ufually have in
maps; but many of the names are entirely
wanting both in charts and in geogra-
phical books. In the map accompanying
this work, many things are corrected and.
fupplied. Of the countries of which we al-
ready poffefs accurate defcriptions, I have
faid little; that I might not repeat what is
generally known. RefpeCting forne Qbjeers,
which could not be well defcribed by words,
l have fuperintended the labours of an ar-

tift,
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tift, who hasdone complete juftice to my
inflructions.

If this ace,ount of my travels be favour-
ably received by the public, I intend to pub ..
Iifh, if I remain in Europe, as a .fequel to
it" a more circumftantial and equally ac-

, curate defcription of the countries and'
kingdoms which are Ieaft known, namely
Bahahara, Haoufla, &c.

CHRISTIAN FREDERIC DAMBERGER.

Joiner, a Native of Sch**, and now residing'at Witten6",Z.

Written during my journey through Sarong,
in the month of Auguji, 1800.

'.
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Jelly and Pygoijity _to Feene; Tcnere ~ repairs
.arms, for which he is well maintained and paid;
here he lices Jix Months 'Very IlD"ity, and then tra-
oels to Siile with Tnflruments, Cloa/ns, and p.rYJv£..
fi01Z$, btirzt jilrnishc({ witk Leiters ~ Recommtmda-
~if!",i;fJafmall cara'Van oj' the COlmtry - 403

CHAP. XIII .

.DeJcription 0/ tile Toren 0/Fane, and jimvmndjug Ter-
r#ory---l,'orrdliotz f!!the Narrative 0/' jUungo Pad.
---The Author proceedstrolll FUI,e 10 Nanga, tuber~
he talus )hipping, antjJai s on Ike R~'ve1'by Me/ataA and
Partifitt, ·t(J Sit/e---Description of th6 Town of Silk--
From tMs Pi,W! the Autkor procteds with. 4& cara-
vaT! to M~ta, Saatata, ~"d 14e Sa II""0 tn' Gold
Mountain, on tlu Border oj I~e KiR6,JOIJl. oj Ny- ,
toHa, to the Siegma1'tfJns, a fret Tntu, i1'l4abiting
caves--- Defcription 0/ tke Sattdy Difert---Tlu Com-
pany proceed to the Arabs, living in Jluts, Ilnd to tke
Brave !fluhojadenes, aflronfJ and handfome race 0/
Peop/e,-and aile attacked, hut wit/lOut juJlcrilig any
detriment, by the Ca.roates---Remarks concerning
thq,t laji Nation. On the 1!4th if" May the Carauan oj:'

b 2 unded
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re7ul.ed a gr~~t hil!: From the 2[/h-to the' Roth t1t~
continue thezr Journey through. the Sandy Defar». On
the If! q/June they arrioe at a Village, in the Kingdom
f!jWatometh, and therere)lfor a Oay to refnfh them-
se!ve:,.--On the <tjt~ of June. t~e Ca.ravan crq!us over a
Cham: qfMount.am},. an1Jwz7n wah difficulty through'
th« RIVer Sampi, whIch is greatly/wollen. Thev then
pafs o~er a Sandy Plain, and arriue on the COI~jinesqf
the Kzngdom qf Tamohata or Targa. They are at-
tacked by a Moorijh Horde,lrife two men ani a Camel,

• QJ.tt reach,' at lajl, the Mountain, bounding the Defert
ifSahara .,. "'. - -451

CHAP. XIV:
IJiftr£ption qf various Inhabitants .0/ the Dese~l qf Sa-

hara--- The Caravan comes to the Border-VIllage of
Mathhy---Mungo Park's exaggerated Praf/es qf tfte
Border-Inhabitants corrcded-s-Account qf the Inha-
bitants qf Billedulgerid, their Trade---O/ the MujJ'ul-
men, their Mannirs and Cufloms, National Charafler,
and Religion-The Carava'~ comes to the village of
Naylwkoh, to the Hamlets qf Hatynay, and to .the lit:
FIe Town q/ Evyfilch, where the Author .falls ttl 0/ a
Fever, and is lift behind by the Carauati-»- The
Author lodges in the next Vitlage, as a Patient,
with a. Jew,. arid UPO?l his Recooery travels onward.
with .lome MOOTS on H01jeback, t/z-rough the Land of
the Prince Akumba Maho?1ut, to Tegorarin, where the
Moors jell him to a Slave-dealer, zoho employs him as
a .Joi'r.zer, and conveys him, on the 20th of February,
179Q, with four :young fema!« Slaves, to Amozab, and
sells him to a M.UJsutman-]ourney to Mazabath--pe-
scription of that Town--The A utJwr is sold to a Native
who, four j}/rinths after, sells flillt" to a T7'ader from
Morocco, witlt w.hose Caravan he tTavets to 1I10rocco.

CHAP~ XV.
Departure ()f the. Cm'avan from 111ezzabath to

MOl'occo.-Belwecn the Cozul lIiollntains and
the Ri'cer Tegtat, the Caravan is attacked by a
Band of roving Arabs.; who kill f02l1' Slaves
and thl'~e Camels, but are vallqu~Jlted and put to
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jlight.-The Caravan refis two days at Zalt-
tamy, a Tripoline Village.-Tlte /unaizy, or
Rainy Mountains.---Arrives at Azl!/ia.---De-
f~iption of the Kingdom of Morocco=-Account
of the People. of the Manners, CuJloms, Rcli-

. gion, and Form of Government cf the Empire,
and of the Ciiy of Azqjia.---The Author is treat-
.ed kindly b.y his 111/ajler, toho dijt ingu{fhes him
from other Slaves .---He is redeemedfrom Slavery
by a private Agent of the French Republic, in
the yeat· 17.96, in confequenceof the Repre-
fentation of his Cafe made ~'I/ the Captain of a
Dutch Ship, with whom he embarks for I-fni.
land !::!:.. 5LO

CHAP. XYI.
Voyage-from Morocco to Hollande=-The T7t;jJet

meets with ttoo heavy Gales; lofts her Fore-
mafi, but the Damage is l·epaired.-/sdetained
by an Englliit Frigate.-The Author is at-
tacked by a Feoer.s-s'Fhe Ve.lJet arrives in the
Texel.---The Author proceeds to Amjierda17l in
.afmaller Vt:./!el; on his Arrival ill that City.
is arrefied, and detained in Prifon until fh~
2-dof lVIay, when he is fentenced to feroe ttoo
Years in a Dutch Regiment.---A Captain of a
Pruffian Ship. from Dantzic, protects him, and
obtains his Difchurge=-With. this Captain, the
Author Jets fail, and after a prcfberous Voyage
qf·eig1tteen Days, arrioes at Dancdc=-His
Friend procures him a PqtJ'por·t. by means of
·tvlde!t he returns to his native City 5S9

Construction of the ilfap - 537
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ERRATA,
'Which,~he Reader is requefted to ea~eI! with the pet

;Page Line
16 13 for choose l'lal chose.
~2 lastlme, - dele thewhole line in a few copies and sub-

ilitllte .. The grazien are obliged to deliver whatever"
44 Nflc.--Aceording to Hutton's Mathemat,iQal Dicti~n-

ary the German mile contains 4QOO geometriqAl P1lCcs,
and the Engl~lh 120Q; so that their proportion is as ten
to ihree ; or, in other words, a Gc::rman mile is three
miles one-third Engliili.

'" 10 for calebafh read calabafh.
11 - tinder-bov read tinder-box.
J S dele Itel't.
1S of the flote, for of gourd resd of a gourd.

66 40for lruR "ad touch.
1 ) 3 24 - Arica It'I,(J Africa.
295 I 9 - mode read made.
S38 25 - of ,.cad and.
360 J - accordingly read exceedingly.

N. B. hi the proper names, the orthography of the original
hag, in general, been preserved; but, In a few, in which
there previoufly exifled an efiablifhed orthography, both
))ave been oCcafionally adopted, as, Haoufla, or tloo!fa i
1'ambuko, or Tombucroo j Saltara, or ~aha1:a. ~~. &c.

DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDEa.

.The Author in Caffraria to (ace the title.
The map 1
A man and woman of Bahahara S84-
A Moor in tAleDesert of Sahara 4-840

N. B. Tissue-paper should be fllaeed before lbe colou.cod
. plates,
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,IN THE

INTERIOR OF AFRICA.

CHAP. I.

)Jrri'IJ~1of the Author in Amfierdam-Departure for
the Cape of Good Hope-HoJPitals at the Cape-«
tifhe .Autbor is taken franz the Ranks,and·appointed
Houfe-Stetoard to M. Brand-Learns the Dutcb
Language-'1he motives which induced him to de-
fert-- Journey towards the interior if the country;
, and firft to Stieleno-Bufcb-s-Account 0 the Revenue
and Espences of the Dutch Eaft In ia Company at
tRe Cape.

'ON the zd of May, 17e ., I left my native
, town, paffed through Munfter, and on the

26th arrived, in Amfierdam; where I flopped at
the City of Frankfort inn, near the old Calvinift
church. At this inn I found fix perfons, who, a

B few
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few days before my arrival, had entered into the
fervice of the Eafi India Company, and were
boufing and feaflir.g with the bounty-money they
had received. On the following. day I intimated
to them, that I likewife had fome inclination, to
make a voyage to the Eaft Indies; they were over ...
joyed at hearing this, and took a great deal of
trouble to confirm me in my refolution : fome of
them immediately brought wine and. bifcuit, and
preffed meta drink with them; and towards even-
ing they conducted me to a brothel, ~ where we
Ipent the night in riotous diverfion. On the fol-
lowing morning (it was the cd of June) I went
with the landlord of the inn to the Eaft India
Haufe, and offered my fervices. I was imme-
diately engaged as a. foldier for [even years, and

• In there houfi:s the women of the town generally affernble
.three time, a week. In the evening towards dufk, when they
arrive, the Iaxdlord furnifhes them with fine cloaths ; 2nd
whea they have decked themfelves out in them; they make.
their appearance in tbe ball-room, where they dance with t~o(i:
who have no other pirtuers. Everyone who dance .. here,
pays a florin; but it is not allowed to behave indecently to-
wards any of thefc girls, or to treat them as what they really
arc; for in this place they appear only as dancers, After tile
dance is over, their partners may 3€COmpany them home : but
.p.robably they will foon lore all udire of having that pleafure,
as the landlord demands back again the borrowed elouths, and
the before refplendcnt l~,dy 'put$ on h~ own, which feme-
times cOllfitl: (>nIy of rags.,

received
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received orders to hold myfelf in readinefs to de..
p-art in a {hart time for Batavia, in the fhip called
the Morning Star. My new' friends were to fail
in the fame {hip: the agent of the Company paid
me 42 Dutch gulldres bounty-money, with which
I purchafed a cheft, tobacco, tea, coffee, doaths,
&c. My hofi very officioufly offered me his fer.
~ices to affift me in buying thefe articles; and his
feemingly honeft and upright behaviour induced
me to place entire confidence in him; but four-
teen days after, when we were ready to go 'on
board the fhip, he prefenred to me a bill amounting
to 100 livres. Being deftitutc of money, I was
under the neceflity to affign over to him a part of
my future pay. On the 16th of June we em-
barked, cheared by the found of mufic on board
our {hip, which was a three-decker, and lay before
Herfort-Sluis : here we found every thing ready
for our .departure, and on the 2 Ifl: we were able
to fet fail. Our commanders were, Captain Gray"
a native of Brabant; the chief-mate, Volkers, a
Hollander; the fecond-mate, Rindolfi, an Italian;
and the affiftant fteerfman, Koch, a native of
Konigfberg. The whole crew, including the fol-
diers, confifted of three hundred and fixty men,
one half of whom were Germans, As a fupply
of frefh provifions, twenty young oxen, twenty-
four hogs, forty fheep, feventy fowls, and thirty

B z pair
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pair of pigeons, had 'been put on board. Three-
days before our departure three oth;cr Eall India
{hips had failed; 'and the Heufterfpeuth, a three~'
decker, failed along with us. On' the 29Jh' we.'
had reached -the Spanifh feas , on the ninth of July
a ftorm overtook us, and we loft two of our
rrrafls, but did not fuffer any confiderable damage
.betides. We now proceeded fomewhat flower,
and did not arrive at St. Jago till the 16th: here
we might have landed a.nd refitted, but our cap-
tain was unwilling to feparate from the other
Ihips, and was perhaps likewiie loth to pay the
anchorage-money, amounting to two hundred
guildres; and therefore we continued to fail with
)u.ry-mafts. On the fourth of AuguD: we .pafled.
the line. Old experienced feamen affured us, that
the heat was not at this time fo great as when they
paffed· it before. Difeafes now began to prevail'
among the crew: .on the zcth of Auguft three had:
already died, and one hundred and twenty -one
werefick, 'moD:of them being attacked with the
fcurvy and a malignant fever. I too had a fevcrc
attack of the' fcurvy; but foon began to recover.
On the 19th of September we efpied the Cape of.
Good Hope, and came to anchor on the zrf], It
was with much difficulty that our captain obtained
permiflion to continue in the road , as the phy-
ficians of the Cape maintained that we had an in ..

fectious,
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feB:ious difeafe on board, and therefore ougHt to
. land at the Rye-Ifland, which is nine miles diftant
fr~m the Cape. W.e actually lay two days at an-
chor before frefh provifions were allowed to be
brought to us from the town; and had not our
captain ventured to go on Ihore without leave, and
reprefented to the governor the urgent necefiity
of affording us fome relief, we fhould probably
have fuffered much inconvenience and difirefs,
though fo near land. Now, however, they fent s
a fufficient fiipply of refrefhments, and even ':po
ceived our fick into an hofpital. I myfelf "
ordered to be taken to the hofpital, having be
fecond time attacked by the fcurvy : as foon as
we reached the fhore, we were carried by the
Cotnpany~s Ilaves in chairs to the hofpital. The
number of the-lick brought from the fhip amounted
to eighty-four: -here they likewife interred two,
who had died the .preceding day before: we carne
.to .an anchor.

!

The old failors had indeed frequently given us a
melancholy account of the wretched treatment of,
the fick in the hofpitals at the Cape; but we f. unci
not only that, but every thing clfe even worfe than
we had expected. On being received into the hof-
pita] each of us was allowed a coarfe woollen .co.,.
verlid fuch as are ufed for horfes, which fwarrncd

B 3 with
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with verrnin , and a wretched matrafs, fiuffe~
~Tith wool, to lie on. Our chefis and hammocks
they depofited in a ftorehoufe, but ga.ve themfelves
no further concern, whether or not they were
fafe there. I frequently obferved thofe who had
in part recovered their firength, flipping into this
ftorehoufe to fetch fomething_ o.u~ of their cheils ;
but they found them either empty, or perhaps va-
nifhed altogether. The attendants themfelves ge:
nerally commit thefe thefts: if anyone makes an
application to them concerning his property, they
anfwer that the cheii had perhaps been carried by:
miftake to another place, and will be found there;
found 'however it is not, If the lofer, at laft, in-
flits on haying his property produced and reftored
to him, inquiries ar~ indeed mad~ about it, but al:-
ways without fuccefs: nay, he even runs the rifk of
being re\var~ed only with ill ufage for the pains he
takes to recover his loft propert.y; for the atten-
dants, when hard pufhed, carry their effrontery,
fo far, as to maintain that their accufer had not
brought a chef] with him hom the fbip, and, only
endeavoured in this rogui:fh and fradulent manner
.to obtain one, ....' .

Each of the fick is, without diflinction, allowed
, .':1 I . , :

twelve ounces of' bread, half a pound of meat, and
a p,'nt of barley or rice broth; the attendants take

for
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fOJ; themfelves the portion of fuch 'as from weak-
nefs are able to eat little or nothing': thofe who are
.reduced to extreme weaknefs live almoft entirely
'upon tea.-If the patient be fo far rcftored, as to
require only better food and frefh air to eflect.a
perfect cure, the enjoyment thereof is frequently
denied him; and he only is allowed more li-
berty, when he is able to bribe the attendants. The
diet is the fame throughout the year, the only va-
riation being with' reipecr to the Hefh-mear ; viz.
mutton four times, and beef three times a week ;
but thefe are of a very bad quality, and fornetimes
quite uneatable, appearing quite black from its
having been cooked in iron pots. Three times a
day the phyficians," accompanied by t\VO of the

attendants,

* During my ftar here, three phylicians attended the lick ill_
the hofpital : the name of the firfi was Madcns, an Alfacian,
This man had never ftudied medicine, and perhaps never had
\l book in his hand, from which he could derive medical
knowledge: in a word he was a moft ignorant empiric. He
had heen ';I. confiderable time fen-ant to a phyfician in Cape-:
town, into the' favour of whole wife he found means to
ingratiate hirnlelf, and married bel' after his matter's death.
A's this lady potfeffed wealth and iufluence, he received per-
million to cure wounds and external [ores and difeufes ; he

. likewifc made fome trials on {laves to cure internal diford rs,
and it fo charced that they recovered. This fuccefs procured
kirp the place of an aififlant at the hofpital ; and ill the COUP'-

B 1. f
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attendants, and by a furgeon or apothecary and
two aves,. who carry the medicines, go their
rounds, and enquire into the flare of the Iick. Ac-
cording to the fymptoms and the anfwers of the
patient, they prefcribe a medicine, which is im-
mediately adminiftered by the apothecary; but
herein much irregularity takes place; for as the
apothecary willies immediately again to rejoin the
phyficians, to receive their orders refpecting other
patients, it often happens that in his hurry he
gives a wrong medicine, or perhaps none at all.
When the phyficians are gone, patients, who had
been thus forgotten, fometimes apply to the at ...
tendants, who then adminifter fome fort of medi-
cine, very rarely that which the phyficians had pre-
fcrib d, but a dofe of whatever they firfi lay their
hands on. In the evening a pfalm i~ read by a.
Calvinifi minifter, and a fianza of a hymn fung in
every ward of the hofpital. If anyone of the fick

of time he was appointed one. of the phyficians, although he
was entirely deilitute of medical knowledge and fkill ; he was
at laft promoted to the rank of firfi: pbyfician. The Iecond
phyfician was named Dampfie, a native of Switzerland, and
equally defiitutc of medical Ikill, The third was Mader, a na-
tive of Erlangen. where he had acquired ferne knowledge of
his profeifion ; and this latter joined to his Thill a benevolent
heart. But he. feldom came to the horpital"haviog a great
deal of bufinefs :."IS an accoucheur; .

. die,
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die, he is laid inthe fame ftate he died in, clothed
or naked, upon a bier covered with cloth, and car-
ried away by four flaves,who have orders to bury
him: but as no overfeer goes along with them, it -
often happens that they throw the corpfe either
among bufhes or into a ditch to [ave themfelves
the trouble of digging a grave. Thofe who reco-
ver, muft either do duty at the guard-houfe/" or if
any Dutch fhip happens to be at anchor, they are

... A long building on the outfide of the fort, where there are,
twenty foldiers, two non-commiHioncd officers, twelve ca-

noneers, and a bornbardeer on guard. They are placed there
chie~y for the purpote of keeping a proper and neceffary watch
over another adjoining building, in which tbofe difchargcd
from the hofpital are maintained, till fhips arrive to carry them
farther, But I have feen perfons there, who had jufi: come
from the hofpitaIs, treated like the naves, and forced to drag
the cart and mend the roads; yet their diet was very bad, and
jfthcy feerned to he rcmifs in their work, the corporals, under
whofe fuperintendance they were, fcrupled not to inflict blows
upon them. ~ know that the Eaft India Company had ordered
better food and treatment to fuch pcrfons: but it is to bl..mc '
that it does 110t demand a Ilricl:er account from the chief offi-
cers at the Cape. Schall. the officer who had the command
over this houfe of reception for convalefccnts, was a good ho-
I1cf!:man: but he was not made acquainted with the many
acl:s of injufiicc committed here; elpccially as it was not cui:'
ternary for him to vifit the place himfclf, trufiing to jhe report _
brought him, which were-drawn up by thofe inrcreflcd in con-
cealing the abuies, -

p.ut
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put on board to be conveyed to their place of def-
tination, I lay four weeks in the hofpital, was
then removed to the guard-houie, and was, after
fourteen days, felected by Mr. Brand, and taken
to the pofi over which he had the command,

, in Falfe-Bay, '*' There I remained a year, and had
various kinds of labour to execute, aad among
others the following: If fhips arrived, I affifred in
loading and unloading them; when the fhips were
gone, Iwas obliged to cut wood in the mountains,
to procure frones from the rocks, and the like,
But all this did not Jaft long;. I was promoted to
another poft, on the following occafion, My maf-
ter's houfe-fieward, Rapeh by name, a taylor, and
native of Bremen, an honefr worthy man, but
given to drunkennefs, had 0~1ce fo intoxicated
'himfelf, that he was utterly incapable of execut-
ipg the duties of his. office; which confified in

.. At F,;ICe-bay there are confiderable buildings. M. Vail-
Iant .has given us a full and accurate dcfcription of there and
the furroullding country. Twenty-eight foldiers and feveral
feamen keep guard, uJ1(t~r the command of one [erjeant and two
corporals. The corporals at that time were Helmer, a Hano-
verian j and Cotky, a Dutchman : the ferjeanr's name was
Schenko, and he was a a native of Germany. M.. Brand, my
maH.cr, had the fuperintendance over the whole pofl, and held •
here the rank of a captain; and he was likewife in the tow~
pretident of tl e council of burghers.
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attending upon the foreign guefrs: and at that
time there happened to be a gr_eatdeal to do, as

, fome Englifh fhip lay at anchor, and the officers
had come afhore to mymafler's houfe. His fon,
accordingly fetched me ~way from ,mywork, and
I was appointed houfe-Ileward in the ftead of ho-
peD: Rapeh, who had been already fix years in the
family. I was but badly qualified for my new ern-
ployrnent : as I knew no other language but my
mother-tongue, and therefore was not able to con-
.:verfe with the ftran~ers? or to underftand them
}Vhenthey called for any thing~ Herein my maf-
ter's fon gene~ally ?-ffifi~~lme, and by degrees I
learned many phrafes of other languages, I had
executed the duties of my office almoft a whole
year, to the entire fatisfaction of my mafter and
his children; but the miftrefs of the houfe was not
ple<\.fe4withfIle~·b~ca~f~Iwas aman of fe~vwords;
fhe therefore on every occafion endeavoured to
.throw obftacles in ~y way; and even when I was

, I -',

,fitting quietly in my chamber, often faid to her
, huiband.: ''. The Gerrna~ is certainly picking the
verminfrom his fhirt, as he is fo frili in h~cham-
per: .Manus (fo {he called my predeceflor Rapeh,
his chriftian name be~ng Herrnannus) was a much
bette! ~an; for he was at leaft lively and convcrf-

, ;lblc."~uch fpceches caufed me much vexation,
~!1dI [poke thereof to my mailer's [on: but he as
- w~
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well as his father advifed me not to make my(clf
uneafy on that account. My mafter had a houfe
in Cape-town, whither he now removed, it being
the feafon .of the year wh"en no Ihips arrive in .
Falfe-bay; and he took his whole family and me
likewife along with him. Here a feparate apart-
ment was affigned me; and as I had .very li~tle do-
meflic employment, my mailer gave me Dutch
copies, that I might exercife myfelf in writing.
His fon acted the part of tutor, and corrected my
errors. By thefe means I not only learned the
"firfi elements of writing, but likewife acquired a
more intimate acquaintance with the Dutch lan-
guage. My mafler exprefled great fatisfad:ion at
my progrefs, and exhorted me to continue thefe
cxcrcifes, that on fome future occafion he might
be able to recommend me to a profitable place. In
the fcquel, however, I found that he did not fulfil
1 is promifc; and on no other account but be-
caufe the mifirefs of the houfe was inimical to me.
My matter had a great deal of bufinefsto tranfafr:
whatever was imported or exported pafled
through his hands; he 'was payrnafler of the
troops ftationed here; had the charge of forward-
ing the good' to other countries and quarters of
the glob c, ; and was in a manner the agent of the
land-owners and colo 1ifis with refpect to the fo-
n:lgn articles they purchafed and th products

. they..
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they fold- .I-Ie kept two clerks, who were often'
obliged to work night and day, when many Ihips
lay in the road; and he placed me in the count-
ing-houfe as an aflifiant to them, to dictate to
them. the accounts and lifts which they were .co-
pying. I had now been two years in the fervice
of this family, and was on the whole fatisfied with,
my lot. I laid hold of every opportunity to in-
creafe my frock of knowledge and cultivate Ihy:.
underftanding : this induced my matter to com-
mit to me feveral affairs, which he ufed to execute
himfelf: he gave me feveral fmali accounts to-
write out, and my performance met with his ap.'
probation ; nay, he even ordered me Ieveral times
to diftribute in'the magazines of the Company the.
monthly rations to the Iervants of the Company,
and to deliver to them rice, flour, cotton, and
the like; and I had the good fortune to commit,
no mifiake.

My mailer poifeiTedan efiate" in the country, at'
the difiance of three day's journey from the Cape,
on the road to the warm baths ; this eftatehe vi
fired every year for a few weeks, to make regu ...

. '* My mafter's fall was the ofienfiblc poifelTor of this efrate;
for a fervant of the Company is allo wed only to have a houfe
at Cape-town, but no efiate in the count ry ,

lations
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lations for the future, and to give orders relative
to the management of the farm to his fteward;
Barenfmahl by name, a native of the bifhoprick
of Munfter, a rude fevere man, who before'urry'
arrival at the Cape had been accufed of murder ~
I fhould moft willingly have gone along with my
.mafier; but as; befides his two eldeft daughters
and Lieutenant Muller,? his fan, likewife accom-
I?anied him, Iwas obliged to remain at the Cape,
to fuperintend various affairs, to copy fame ac-
,(:ounts, and, in cafe he fhould not return before
the commencement of the following month, to'
take charge of the diflribution of the rations in the
Company's magazines. I foreboded that I fhould
not have many chearful hours during his abfence ;
and as I expected, fo it happened. Even on
the firft day of the departure of my mafter, I had.
, quarrel with my miflrefs : he had confided
to my care the keys of his cabinet, with the ex-
prefs command, that whenever his wife or the
clerks went thither, I Ihould accompany them.
But my miftrefs infifted that I Ihould give her the-
lr.;eys.and remain in my own apartment. I replied,
that I muft obey the orders of my mailer, and
attend her to the cabinet. This anfwer roufed her

• He was a nati ve of the biilioprick of Wurzburgh, and had
feneel all apprcnticcfhi 1) to a. butcher.

=e=
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anger to the higheft degree; {hefurioufly fna.tched
the keys out of my hands, and abufed me in terms
that could have been expected to flow only from
the mouth of the loweft flave-wench. I bore it
all 'patiently, and returned. to my apartment, to
confider what I Ihould now do. At laft I came to
a refolution to leave the houfe, and to repair as
fpeedily as poflible to my mailer in the country.
Juft as I was on the point of putting it in execu-
tion, my mailer's third daughter, whofe name was
Kate, came to me. When I had informed her of
what had happened, and of my determination to
go to the country, {he earneilly begged me to re ....
.main ; and at the fame time told me, that if I
'would come to the Company's garden in the even-
ing, fhe would wait for me there, as fhe wifhed to
have fome converfation with me about affairs of
importance.

She was fourteen years of age, pretty, and well-
grown; was fond of being employed where r
was, and took great pleafure in hearing the Ger-
man language. After dinner I went to the fort to
wait upon Major Blumer, * an intimate friend of
my mafier, and related to him how I had been
treated: he advifed me to have patience, and of.

• By birth a Hefiian, Slid formed), a baker.
fered,
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, fered, in 'cafe1fhould meet with any' 'farther ill
ufage, to give me a lodging at his own houfe till
the return of my miller. At four o'clock I re-
paired to the 'Company's garden, to learn from
little Kate what affairs of importance fhe 'had to
communicate to me. I found her at the entrance,
{he'laid hold of my arm, and we walked about the
garden: the, things fhe informed me of were of
no confequence; but the flattering expreflions fhe
ufed towards me, gave me reafon to.believe that I
was not indifferent to her. She aflured me, that I
might in time become a man of confequence, if I
'continued with her father, and choofe myfelf a wife
out of a rich family of diftinCtion; that her father
had raifed himfelf by fimilar means. *' As the
tender-hearted girl was beginning to telLme what

• He came to the Cape as a common foldier, and had the good
fortune to be appointed orderly-man to the' Governor, and to
improve himfelf in reading and writing; while in this fiation
llc likewife became acquainted with his prefent wife, who h1td
been pregnant by a~ Englifu officer. She took a liking to
the young foldicr, Wlu:n the Governor, who loved Brand,
obferveU this, he endeavoured to <lifiinguifh and recom ..
mend him ftill more; and accordingly the marriage was hap ..
pily concluded. Brand, being an Eng!ilhman by birth, was
'appointed a clerk, and employed at the counting-houfee, in
.which bufinefs was tranfacted with the Englifh {hips that
touched at the Cape. He rofe higher and higher. till at length
he obtained his prcfent fituatiou.

her
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her mother had refolved upon with regard to me,
we. faw her corning towards us with her two
youngefr daughters: and as :fhehad efpied us, we
durfr not endeavour to avoid her. I was not a
. little difturbed at this unexpected meeting; efpe,
chilly when {he approached, nearer to us, and I was
able, from the anger £lafhing from her eyes, to
form a conjecture of the inward workings of h~r
mind. I addrcfled her" and begged pardon for
having prefumed to walk with her daughter; that
as I was returning from the fort, I· had acci-
dentally met her in the garden, and afkcd her per.,
million to attend her home. Contrary to myex-
pectation, I received a friendly anfwer from the
mother, wasdcfired to remain with them a little

, longer in the garden, and afterwards to accompany
them' to ,a beautiful vineya near Cape-town,
called the Red-Floioer, According y I walked with
them to the vineyard; Yi'C converted about various
, fubjeas, and did not return ti.ll the ever ing ; when
I ~even had the honour to fup with my miflref s.
After fupper I retired to, my apartment, where I
continued fome hours fcttling fame accounts:
,while ;in the midft of my work, a female flave
. brought me order's immediately to attend my mif-
rrefs. I haftened to her 1'00111, and w s rece ed
in the mofl .frielldly manner; at laii Ihc to
, me, "Ncl\v that we are, without witnefles, tell me

C the'
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the truth: did yay. not make an 'affignatfoll with
my daughter to meet in the Com )arty's garden?
and have YElU not ddigns upon her? for I have'
obferved that Ihe frequently enters your room;"
I was at a lofs what to fay, but at length repeated
what I had told her in the garden, pleaded my
caufe as well as I could, and endeavoured to con-
vince her that her daughter had never vifited me
but in company with her brother, and had always
-eonverfcd with me upon indifferent fubjects, and
efpecially upon the fedatenefs of my conduct. All
my excufes were rejeeted, and fhe continued: " my
daughter has confeffed to me the whole bufinefs, I
am acquainted with your views; by vain attempts
to conceal any thing from me, you will therefore
greatly injure yourfelf, for 1 alone am able to pro-
mote your profper' y, and to make you aman of
refpcctabiliry and fortune." This, fpeech was fol-
lowed by menaces and promifcs ; but I perfifted in
what I had faid before, wifhed her a good night,.
and' left the room, while {he was calling oat after
tne, " I fhall know, Sir, how to render you more
communicative." From all this, and from the
whole tenour of her conduct, it was>eafy to difcern
her views; I was therefore 0bligcd to proceed 'with
the utmofr prudence' and caution; left 1·fhould
plunge myfelf into the mofl abjeCt mifery by firft
gratifying her defires, and afterwards becoming

~

.

,
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the objeCt: of her perfecution and malignity. In-
fiances of this kind happened frequently during

. my refidence at the Cape; I Ihall, however, relate
- ()DIy pne, from which a judgment may be form-
ed on the character of the women at the Cape:
A refpecrable gentleman" of the name of Munch,
was married to a beautiful young lady; and in
order to remove every temptation, he admitted no
flrangers into his houfe , he kept a, tutor how-
ever, for his three children, of the name of Lup-
mann, a native of Pruffia. * His wife endeavoured
to gain the affecrions of this young man, and to
engage him in a criminal intercourfe, He went '
orie day after the hours of bufinefs into the garden
behind the houfe, and amufed himfelf with prun ..
ing the vines; his mifirefs, perceiving him from
the window, called to him, and defired that he
would come tip into her room and difpel her ennui,
He obeyed; and either from hurry or mifiake
took the pruning knife with him into the room.
The lady locked the door, and then made him pro-
pofitions which it was not in his power' to repel.
Hearing' on a fudden the voice of her hufband,
whofe return {he had not expected [0 foon, the

'" He was born at Hauilierrrcn, in the vicinity of Minden,Ie.

• where he held the place of a forefter. - Through the intercft of
Colonel Gordon he afterwards obtained a more lucrative office.

C ~ bafe
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bafe woman, in order to fave herfelf from reproach
and difgrace, fhrieked in the moll dreadful man-
ner, and called for ailifiancc. Her huiband haf ...
tened to 1er room but found the doors locked,
which fl:e pretended to be unable to open. He
therefore ordered forne 01." his {laves to break it
open, and found the tutor, in whom he had
hitherto placed a boundlefs confidence, in a Ilate of
apparent perplexity and confiernation, and his wife
in tears. She immediately fin'.' to him, Ihower] him
the knife :-tnclfaicl-" With this knife the bafe vil-
lain has threatened to murder me becaufe I would
hot comply with his wicked defires ; I was com-
pelled to exert myfelf to the utmofl to wreft it
from him, and prevent his murderous defign; your
pretence alone has refcu d me from death." The
unfortunate tutor being {truck dumb with fear;
and unable to utter a word in his defence, his
filencc became an additional motive with the huf-
band to credit the aflertions of his wife; he there-
fore caufed him immediately to be lodged in th
Drunk, >I« to be tried on the two-fold charge of adul-
tery and murder. He was found guilty, and con-
demned to be tranfportcd in irons for thirty years
to a neighbouring ifland. This rigorous fentcnce
was, however, foon altered through the intercef-

'" The principal g:101 at the Cape,

fio
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fion of Colonel Gordon, who, being acquainted
with the character of Mrs. Munch, g,:.vc fun credit
to the declaration of the tutor, and contrived to
g~lin the confidence of ]1(';1' f;lVouritc flave. By
this means he was confirmed in his opinion of
the veracity of the tutor, took him under his pro-
tection, and ordered him to be reni.oved to the-
Came; informing the Court that he was con-
vinced, by the teftimony of irreproachable wit-
nefles, that the tutor was by no means [0 guilty
as he was fuppofed to/be, and that, if they perfi.ftcd
in the fentence pafied , he Ihould rdport the cafe
to the government of the United Provinces, and
alfo fend two witneilcs to Holland, Ivluncl: at
firft would not relax ; but his wife"bcing aware
that in the end' fhc might be called to an account
and punifhcd, contrived to put a period to the
whole bulinefs, by reprefcnting to her hufband
that he would do 'well to fave the enormous ex-
pence attending proceedings of this nature, and
tOTefign the bafe tu tor to 1he' vengeance of heaven.
Tlrefe :trguments {:ltis~ed the hufband , the pro-
.ccedings were Itopped, and the tutor was fet at
Iibcrty. I could relate a great variety of fimilar
,H:oi'les, but I {hall refume th~ narrative of my own
events. I ufually received try breakfafl at feven
p'clock, but this morning none was fent to me.
At ten o'clock I Icnt a Ilave to my mifircfs to afk

C" for.)
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for my breakfaft , {he fent it me,' accompanied
'however with this intimation, that I mufb myfe1f
fetcl t ie breakfafr, as well as whatever elfe I might
want. After dinner I was ordered to bottle 'off
fome wine; I did fo, bu t as a few bottles, which
had been damaged by the flaves in cleaning them,
broke, I was reprimanded in the moft violent
manner, nay, threatened with blows. This treat-
ment excited my utmofr indignation; I threw the
letter, which I held in my hand, on the ground,
-hafiened into my room, drefled myfelf, and l~ft
the houfe, I went to the Came, and informed
Major Blumer of what had lrappened, who advifed
me to fray with him until the return of my maf-
ter ~ This advice met with my fulleil approba-
ion; I returned, however, once more to my ha-
bitation, packed up what fmall effeCl:sI pofleflcd,
and wrote a note, to my miftrefs, wherein I in-
formed her that Iwas going' to join my maftcr,
and that therefore it would not be in her power
to report me to the Governor as a deferrer. I
thought it my duty to follow my rnafter, although
I was perfeaIy fenfiblc that I could not long con-
tinue in his fervice, being perfecuted by his wife,
who completely governed him. Imufr here de-
clare, that in the courfe of my travels I have vi-
Iited no country where the women govern their
hufbands in fo dcfpotic a manner as at the Cape.

The

"

j
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"111em.ajor gave me alfo a letter for my mailer,
and I fet off, happy- in having efcaped the ill
treatment of a bafe woman. On my journey it
Ilruck me, that as, according to my engagement,
I had to ferve five years longer, it would be better
to entreat my matter either to replace me in my ,
!irfi poft, Or among the guards of the line. My
mafter was afronifheJ at my arrival; I was obliged
to acquaint him with the caufe of my journey,
which I did, adding my requeft, to be releafed from
my prefent employment, and to be placed again in
my former poft or among the guards .of the line.
" At prefent," he replied, "I can do nothing' for
you; as foon as I return to Cape-town Iwill pro-
vide you with fome place or other; in the mean
lime you fhall flay with me."

On the fifth day after my arrival came an exprefs
with the intelligence, that three EnglHh {hips had
dropped anchor in the bay, which caufed my maf-
ter to return immediately to town, where we ar-
rived the next nay. Nobody took the lcaft notice

; P~me ~011Iny arrival iri the houfe ; Illy r001TI was
.locked and nobody offered to open it. I remained
therefore in. the pafbQ:c, until my mafter coniine.. '-' 'b

out of his rOOl~1~found me there; he afked, why
1 did not [,0 into my room? and OJ) telling him in
reply, that it W,lS locked, he fetched the key and

C (~ retu rncd
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returned to his room 'while I went into mine. I"
found every thing there in the utmofl confufion,
and was emplQ~ed in arranging fame books and
writings, when I was called by my mailer. It
clearly appeared from his countenance that fome-
thing had happened; he bid me follow him into,
his room. The confufion was frill greater there.
than ill my Own room , letters, bills, writings, lay
all tumbled together. I was {huck with terror
and amazement, and called to. an account by my-
mafier ; but I anfwered him, that long before my
departure the key had been taken from me. I af-
:fined him in collecting and arranging the fcattered
papers, but we foon found that many of them were
miffing, a dif~ov~ry which enraged my mafic.' to
fuch a rtc~rec, that he bid me go about my bufinefs,
and locked the door. His wife was firfl called to
an' account, but Ihe was prepared to meet' the
charge, heel ufe {he Idd deliberately removed the
papers for the fole purpofe of injuring me. She
told her hufband with the utrnofl impudence, tha
immediately after his departure I lad been in th
room, rummaged and fearchcd it all over, and put
tome papers into my po kct which had induced
her to take the key from me, S then ran up to
J(lC v -ith the vittgc of a fury, attempted to teiz
me b.' the hair, and to ill-treat me. My mafter,
'ho hall followed her, endeav urcd to keep heroJ
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" Qff, and allured her that I fhould be feverely pu-
ni!hed; but {he attacked me again, collared me,
and firuck' me in the face. Enrazed at this treat-
I, 0 •

ment, I threw heron the ground,left the houfc and
haftened to the cattle. Major Blumer not being at
home, I applied to Colonel Gordon, gave him a'
faithful account of what had happened, and re-
quelled him to place me ( 11 military duty. He re-
plied, that he mufi firfi Ipeak to my mafier, on
whofe interference in my favour he fhould fee
what he could do for me ; in the meanwhile he
ordered 'me to remain with Serjeant Scbuflcr.
The latter loon difclofed to me what would be my
fate; they would not fuficr me, he faid, to remain
in the Came, but would fend me. by the firft fhip
to Batavia, where I Ihould be obliged to remain all
the future term of my fervitude. He at tho fame
time depicted to me both the country and fcrvice
of Batavia in fuch frightful colours, that I loft all
my C<,mragc. Lieutenant Von B~a1an,* who joined
us foon after, confirmed the truth of Schlflier's ac-
count, adding, that I might have made my for-
tune at the Cape had I flattered the vanity of Mrs.
Brand; and had better underH:cod the value of her
wifhes,

'OiI This gentleman, who embarked in Holland as a common
f,ti) or, by three years of fervicc had obtained a lieutenant's
cOll;m.iHion. '

But
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But what was I now to do? To remain at the
Cape was, under the prefent circumftances, utter"
Iy impoflible , and I could not think.of going to
Batavia, of which Ihad received fo difgufring a
defcription. I refolved, therefore, to defert; but
whither? That was the quefrion. I could not
venture all board an Engliih {hip, finceMr, Brand,
on being informed of it, would certainly have in-
fifred on my being delivered up to him. Without
confidering the great difficulties and fatigues, the
extreme dangers and mifery to which I expofed
myfelf, I therefore determined upon returning to
Europe by land, and executed this defign in the
following manner:

About dufk I went to my mailer, and entreated
him to keep me in his fervice, but to fend me
back to FafJe-ba)" as he muft be fenfible that I could
not exifi under the fame roof with his wife. At

, firft he difapproved of my propofal, but at length
confented, on my afluring him that I would rather
join tbe Company than remain under the orders
of fuch a woman. I was however obliged to Ray
a few days longer, as fame Englifh officers were
expected, and as Rapeb, who was ordered hither
from FalJc-bay to fupply my place, was not yet ar-
rived. On the following day fix EIlglifn officers

, actually

.



, INTERIOR OF AFRICA.

aCtually arrived, and in the evening Rape" alfo
made his.appearance.

I

On the 4th November, 1783, I fet out for the
bay, delivered my trunk to' the driver of the Com-
pany's waggon, and fold the arrears of my wages,
as well as thofe effects which became ufclefs, from
the refolution which I had embraced, Among
the garrifon of the Meifenberg (Meifenmount) was
a, corporal of the name of Martens,'" a native of

the

* From this gentleman M. Vaillant received a variety of
ufeful information, and probably alfo much of that which he

. afterwards publifhed as his own obfervations, and as the refult
of his own refearches, Whoever is in the leafl acquainted
with the Cape, muft know that it cofts confiderable trouble to
obtain permiffion to undertake a journey into the country.
even on foot, and without the 1eafi baggage, &c.; and yet at
a time when the belt untlerltanding did not prevail between
between Holland and France, M. Vaillant pretends to have
travelled there with a grc:tt retinue. It is well known that a
French regiment in the pay of the Company was obliged to

. leave the country, merely hecaufe the officers utcd to refide
feveral weeks with the planters, without the Icait aft~mpt to
make fuch enquiries as M. Vaillant pretends to have made.
He endeavours to render his affertions plaufible by faying, that
he did not travel by the common road, and that he carefully
avoided the habitations of the planters; But admitting this to
be true, at the time of his ]OLlrney, his undertaking at leatl
could not have remained un known at the Cape; nor can his
collection of natural curiofities be allcdged as a proof of his

havillg

"
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the Electorate of Hanover, who, having attended
Colonel- Gordon on a Journey into the interior, as
'far asCajlreria, had projc,a~d a map of the country.
which he ,had traverfed, and prefcnted .it .to the
company, in the hope of receiving a handfomc re-
ward; but inilead of obtaining any recornpenfe,
he was ordered never in future to attempt draw-,
ing a fimilar map, on pain of thirty years impri-
fonment in irons; yet, regarcllefs of this threat,
he would frequently Ihut himfelf up in his room,
and draw Iimilar maps. I courted and obtained
his friendfhip; but neverthelefs, he always care-
,fully concealed his work as foon as I entered the
room, O~1e day, howcvcrv} took an opportu-
nity of telling him that I knew perfectly well what
he was about, and that he had no reafon to be
afraid of me, as I was likewifc extremely fond of
things of this kind, and entreated him to let me

having ad L1~J1y performed his pretended jO,umcy, for they may
he bought in Cape-town of the inhabitants, Ilaves and Hottcn-
tots. I 1110uld not, however, I (len)", that the Covernor
may have 'uinn M. V:\i!lant leave to ",illt fame indivi('\1~;1

b ,

planter; but I incline to think, that he appropriated to him-
fell' the obfervations made by Colonel Gort! 11,', in tl c courfc, ,

of th- ",oy::ge which he undertook in the name of the COver·
nor. 1 am alto to obferve, that every ricw Co~ernor is bound
to perform, a journey iu the country as far :15 it belongs t the
Cornpany ; but Governor I'lcthenbcrg lent Colonel G nilJll
in his flead, •

have
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,httve one or' his maps of the interior of the coun-
try. This he refufed, but allowed me to take
Iome copies of 'his original drawings. I immedi-
ately fet to work, and fucceedcd tolerably well.
Within a fhort time I was fully prepared for my
journey, but could not depart till the 24th Decem-
ber, when I requefied and' obtained leave of Ser~
jeant Schne~o to go to the Cape. I left the bay
about noon, and fteered my courfe towards a plan-
tation which, f1'011.1 a former govelrnor of the name
of Stiel.has taken the appellation of Stielqjl's Bush,
Of Giore.: But before I enter upon the narrative
of my arrival in Stiel's Bufh, and my fubfequent
travels, I 1ha11here infert a table of the company's
yearly revenue and e.'pence. By fo doing, I truft
I fhall render an acceptable fervice to many of my
readers, as my ftatement may be relied upon, it
being chiefly extracted from authentic papers in
the poffefiion of my mailer.

According to the general account for the-year
1782, the Company's annual revenue and expen-
diture frood as follows:

REVENUE,
dullars.

Chr. Bamm, to whom the duty on wine
'was, let, paid 43,°00



Maier, who farmed the duty on meat,
Gottfried Jan farmed the duty on wine,

coffee and fugar, at
~he Company's own houfes on the Cape,

and in Stocllen-bufh produced
'Each houfe, whatever bufiaefs may be

carried on in it,' pays eight dollars per
annum, and thefe buildings are 409 in
number. In addition to this fum every
burgher pays an excife duty on every
article confumed in' his houfe, and pro-
vides an uniform for himfelf, and a
variety of accoutrements and imple-
ments. In war-time every burgher is
compelled todo duty as a foldier. The
grcatell part keep horfes and fcrve as
cavalry, and the refl do duty as foot
foleliers in the newly erected large bat-
tery called New Amflerdam.

Houle-keepers, who are not burghers,
emancipated flaves, and the Company's
ervants, who rent houfes, which are at
the fame time held in fee fimple by

I
burghers, pay each of them twelve dol ..
lars for the ufe of the houfe. The
Dumber of thofe houfes being I 10, the
fum 'which they produce is 1,320

'titAVEtS IN THE

Every

dollars.
I9,30Q

8,600
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Every planter being obliged to pay the
tenth part of. his income in ready
money, or to fiiffer himfelf to be af..
feffed at that rate, the Company's re-
venue under this head is as follows :

dollars.

1,090

J ,212

. From the ~owgrounds, chiefly laid out in
Gardens

From the large and fmall Confianze
From Steinberg, the Round-buih, and

Red-flower _. _.
From the Black-land, Red-fand, and Cart-
wrights' quarter.

From Falfe-bay, Snake's-head, Nothen-.
, hook, and Three-heads
From Stiel's-bufh, which is the 1argefr

plantation, contains 106 burghers, and
a church, and is governed by a Lord
Lieutenant

From. the French-back, Hottentot's-ifiand,
and Socorws-dale

From Sheep-mount, Mothergate, and
Battle-bay

From Drane-rock, Horfe-mount, and Sil-
ver-mine

From Simon's-dale, Perlmount, and \Vag-
gon-dale
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dollars.

From Rictbeck's came, barracks, and
Honey-mount I 2,080

From Piquet-mount, Hand-mill, and the
twenty-four rivers 11958

;rhe reft of the planters, who refide at a
greater diflance in the country, likewife
contribute to the public revenue; in
1782 their number amounted to 338
(27 of vhom were yet yet enjoying an
exemption from taxes), and paid in the
whole 7,340

For each Ilave, purchafed by a burgher or
planter, a duty of 10 dollars is paid; the
humber of Ilaves thus bought, amount-
ing annually to about 50, the revenue
is, upon an average 500

The annual poll-tax for each Ilave is 5 dol-
lars; fuppofing their Humber to amount
to 8000, the fum total i· . 40,000

Total of the Revenue 144,441

The planters arc moreover bound to fell fame
- articles to the Camp ny at a certain reduced price;

e. g. 100 pounds of. barley, 'wheat, beans, p afc,
&c. for 12 grofh n.

The meat-farmers are alfo obliged to deliver to
the
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the company ftands in need of, at a certain rate;
for inftance, a fheep for 1~ grofhen, ""a bullock for
I dollar and I 2 gro£hen.
The company pay alfo very low prices to the

.planters for wine, that is, 1~ dollars for a caJk. of
about 800 cans.
The. anchorage paid by foreign bottoms, goes

alfo into the Company's chefls, but cannot be
placed to account, as the Company itfelf mull pay
the fame anchorage in foreign harbours, and the
revenue and expenditure under this head are
nearly balanced.

EXPENDITURE.
dollars.

To repairs of the fortifications and bat.
teries ~,ooo

To the Governor ~S,OOQ

This officer is obliged to keep four clerks
and twelve horfes

To the deputy-governor or vlce-prefident 10,000

To the Company-mailer as intendant of
~ipping .... IS ,000

To the chief magifirate of the city or pre-
fident of the civic council, who is ob-
liged to keep two clefks and fix horfes J 8,000

If- A gro1h is about one penny three farthing. En,lith monaro
D TQ
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dollars.
To the Attorney-General 8,000

The other pcrfons who hold places under
government, and are called affifrants,
have all 1000 dollars a year; the oldefl
of them having f~nethipg more, the
whole expenee under this head amounts
for 27 to 30,000

The officers who do not belong to the mi-
litary, and are called bas, receive very
little pay, amounting ufually to about
240 dollars per annum: they are 14 in
number, and receive in the whole, 3,360

The warrant-officers, who do not properly
belong to the military, receive flill lefs,

\ in general 59 dollars each; which a·
mounts' for 20 to I, I 80

The artifans employed by the Company,
fuch as fmiths, rope-makers" &c. re-
ceive 59 dollars; they are 300 in num-
er~and the whole oftheir pay amounts

to 1,770

Two quartermen, and t :(h'pwrights, reo.
'ceive 70 dollars, making the whole 840

Seamen 'whO' are conftantIy employed at
different
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dollars.

'difrerel)t places, as for inflance, in the
dockyards, 'or in Falfe-bay &c. each in
proportion to his fervices, from 3 to 6
dollars, and free rations of rice, &c. the
whole amounting to 6,943

'The head bailiff receives 2,500

, The two under bailiffs receive 600

'Three Calvinilt clergymen, in the fervice
of the Company 900

The three phyficians belonging to the hof-
pital " 3,000

'1'0 the maintenance of the 140 Ilaves be-
longing to the Company

1.:he under-fialf, i. e. the public execu-
tioner, his affifiant, &c. &c.-

. \

TwelveCaffrees, who are appointed over-
feers to maintain ftriB: difcipline among
the flaves

1,000

joo
ThO[e foldiers who are employed at Cape-

town in felling wood, burning lime, or
as labourers, and therefore are not in-
dueled in the regular lift of the military,
recerve in proportion to their merit.

D 2 from



, TRAVELS IN THE

do HaN.

from 9 to 12 florins" each, and even
more. There are about 160 of them,
and their pay amounts to 16,090

The pay of the garrifon, confifring of 500
foldiers, 180 artillerymen, &c. amounts
to 183,100

Total Expenditure

The hofpital coils the Company nothing, as there
is a fufficient {tore of beds, kitchen utenfils, mat-
raffes, and other articles; and as every patient
mufl give up his pay for his maintenance as long
as he remains there; indeed if he is only a few
days in the hofpital, he mufl give up his month's
pay. For the reception, maintenance, and attend-
ance on the fick brought from other fhips, the re-
fpeaive captains muft provide, paying for each pa-
tient immediately on his admittance, in advance
for fourteen days, a Dutch florin for each day.

For rice and arrack, which the Company brings
to the Cape from the Eaft Indies, they receive in
return bread and wine for the Ihips,
~--.------------------------------
~ The florin is worth about J s, ~d. of Engliih money.

Many
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Many readers will be furprifed to find from the

above flatement, that the Dutch EaH India Corn-
pany. draws fo inconfiderable a revenue from the
Cape, and have fuch heavy expences to defray: but

. they muft confider, that the po1feffionof the Cape
is almoft indifpenfubly neceffary to them for the
fecurity of their fhips failing to India, as they are
there fupplied with frefh provifions, water, wine,
&c. &c. I omitted above another heavy expence
which the Company have to defray: namely, the
maintaininga foreign regiment here. Not deem.
ing the ufual garrif()n {l,lfficient for the defence of
the Cape againfl an atrack of the e1)emy, they took
into pay for feveral years fucceflively, a Freneh re-
giment, and il.a~joned it here, It is eafy for every
reader to form to hj.mfe1f an idea of the great ex-
pence which f\l~h. a regjment of from twelve to
fourteen hundred men muft occafion. And as
thefe mercenaries, when they had formed ac-
quaintances at tha Cape, and in a manner become
orientalized, were ufua)ly brought back to their
own country, and others fent to the Cape in their
ilead; confiderable additional furns mufr have
been expended for tranfports, &c, In the courfe
~f a few years, four French regiments were in gar.
;-ifol1here,

The
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The Company might derive many other advan-
tages from the Cape, and might diminifh their ex-. '.

pences, if their fervants in power acted with more
uprightnefs, and with greater attention to the in-
terefrs of their employers. On the form of govern-
ment at the Cape, on the manners of the inhabi-
tants, &c. &c. Vaillant and other travellers have,
communicated to the public important and jufl;
obfcrvations.

CHAP.
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'I'be '.AuJiJo o1lltllinr:eriJi ~ttriziy into the INterior sf
,. Cdu,,~e:.1Kfri:/Jtifi., 12 ~ £tZrabirz~.if the
HelJd~bajlijJtU Stielens 'Bofi:h-rPowder and Ball he
P4rtly receives:.os a PrtjelZAj:iin fJIlr:U; entkinJQurs
to procure the iilu NelJI!faDriu by IIIInrfllell11 #fId
then purfues hit Joit~. Jirft be ~lfis ike
Night at tiJt Houje.r if fame of tb« Planters; bZ(t
afterwards avoids them, and either tahes shelter irz
the Kraals of the Hottentots, or remains aJl nigbt in
tbe openAir, kindling a Fire that he may Jleep focure
from the Attacks of wild Bcafis-1:bc Autbfr IjIf!Jz
contradicts the Accounts published hy Vail/aN -(l.Hd,
even maintains that he did not tra'Vcl t!woul" this
Part tf the Country.

ON the 25th of December, in the evening. I
'fafclyarrived at Sticlens Bofch: here I was

acquainted with the head-bailiff, who had often
feen me at Brand's: I repaired, full of confidence,
to his houfe, and was well received. He quefiione"-
me concerning the object of my journey: and J
told, him, that I had many things to regulate at
my matter's eflatc, Here I purchafed a new cara-
lJi~e, which I did without ifliculty, as I pretended

D 4 that
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that I wanted it merely for the purpofe of defend-
ing myfelf, in cafe I fhould be ill-treated by Brand's
land-Iteward, .Barenfmahl, againft whom many
complaints had been made to my mailer. On the
26th, accompanied by the two fons of the head-
bailiff, I proceeded about {even Englifh miles far-
ther to the eibte of another acquaintance, named
MUnch. He was juft on the point of fetting out
from Cape-town: this intelligence greatly terrified
me; but I endeavoured immediately to recollect
and compofe myfelf~for fear of exciting fufpicion;
and 1 mot with a very friendly reception on tel-
ling him that I was on my way to Mrs. Brand's
eflate. I requefted Mr. Munch, to whom I [hewed
the carabine, to furnifh me with a pound of gun-
powder, either for ready money, or upon condi-
tion to return him the fame quantity again. He
made me a: prefent of two pounds and of thirty
balls; and promifed fornetimes to vifit me after
his return from the Cape, for the purpofe of going
with me on a hunting expedition. I exprefled
great joy at this propofal, and promifed to make
every thing as agfeeable to him as poflible, After
refre1hing myfelf I took my leave of Mr. Munch, of
whom I begged that he would not mention at the
Cape that I had been with him, as my miilrefs
had forbidden me to call at his houfe. It is not
indeed ufual at the C:1pC to purfue a deferrer who

flees
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flees towards the interior of the country, as they
believe that he cannot eafily efcape in that direc-
tion ': there was not, therefore, any abfolute necef;
fity to requeft Mr. Munch to be filent about my
arrival at his houfe; I deemed it, however, more
prudent to take that precaution.

On the 27th I arrived in the neighbourhood of
Brand's eftate; but concealed myfelf till night and
then went directly to the habitation of the llaves,
that 1might not be obferved by Barenfmahl. I
likewife forbade the flaves to notify my arrival
to him, as I intended to proceed further the next
day. 1 {upped on fame rice and fifh, but my
mind being oppreffed with care and anxiety, I was
unable to lleep. Before break of day I defired the
herdfmen to put me into the way to Gerhard Hut.
ter's Settlement, which is fituated four miles= far-
ther. Before I parted from him I requefted fame
gun-powder of him, pretending that I had loft
my own; and promifed to fend him from Cape-
own double the quantity he might lend me. He
accordingly gave me half a pound, referving only
a [mall quantity for himfelf to defend the cattle
from the attacks of wild animals. The road led

'If The German mile, to which the author alludes, is equal to
...bout three Epglifh miles and a quarter.

through

41
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-through a' thicket; where I faw feveral tygers
which were balking in the fun, and lying ftretched
.out upon the rocks: I was much terrified when
I obferved that they had -feen me; but none of
them ftirred from their fituarion, To the right
and to the left of me I efpied habitations belOJlgil~
to the planters; but I carefully av ided them,
"though much "tQf~ented hunger an irf].
Quite exhaufled, I at length,<U"~ed at MF.
ter's, who was juft returned from h-\lnting,..;wdwas
taking fome refrefhment. He welcomed me ill
'a friendly manner ~enquired aftt:;r JUy mafber, and
'queilioned me "concereing the objeCt of my jour-
-ney, and fevetal other things. I related to him
the moft recent .occurrences at the Cape, and told
-him that I had been commifliened by my maftcr
to purchafe fkins from ThoJDltS :Qreyer.... ~.
Hiitter believed all I faid, entertained me-in a hd·
-pitable manner,. and on the foU.ow.ing morning
fumifhed me with a horfe as far as 1 homas
Dreyer's habitation, which lay two miles and a

• Dreyer had been a game-keeper; be polfdfecl a confide-
eftate, and kept feventy-fix flflves. Brand bought the furs

t and fkins of him; and had them Co far dreffed and prepared,
that they might be fent b~ rea to England •.

half-
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half further up die country. When I arrived at
Dreyer's, I fent back the horfe by the Hottentot
who had been ordered to accompaily me. Dr..yer
was not at home: his wife infcmed me that lie
Was gone to Stielen.s J30feh, and would n~t return
t~ fPc. days after; but told me I might remain at
her houfe as long as I pleafed. I accepted her of-
te~,and {hid there (three nights, 'I now fo_~ed a
refoluti~n to avoid entering in future any of the
houfes of the' planters, left I fhonld perhaps at taft
be detained as a defe~te~; in purfuing my journey
I therefore kept at a diitance from all habitations.
I halted fo~ the night in the vicinity of the plant
Meyback's dwelling, at .a place where cattle had'
been feeding, I nept foundly till towards morn-
ing, when I was awakened .by the howling of
wolves. The dew had penetrated my cloaths, and
I fuivcrcd with cold; I therefore rofe, purfued my
journey, and after walking two hours, came to the
fields of a planter of the name of Muhlmann r here
I found his Ilaves, of whom I requefted fome food;
two' of them prefented to me their portions of
.rice and .fifh, and in return J gave each of them a
guilder, and then proceeded' forwards. Towards
evening I arrived at Satani-bay ; I afcendcd the
~djoining mountain, from which I could overlook
the ~ea and an extenfive traer of country; here I
~~dc a large fire, and lay down to fleep without

any
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any apprehenfion of danger. At break of day I
refumed my journey, and foon reached the neigh ..
bourhood of the eftate of one Woltmann. Wifh-
ing to fpeak to the Ilaves, I fent to their habitation
and found there the mailer of the fettlement : he
took me to his apartment, hofpitably entertained
me, and enquired concerning the object of my
journey.· I replied, that my mafter had given
me permiffion to make an excurfion of pleafure as
far as Blettenberg-bay. I halted three days at '
Woltmann's houfe., and then' in company with a.
Ilave, who was rent along with me as a guide to
carry my baggage, and proceeded to Mr. Spittler's
eftate, which lies on the Salt-riviere, at the diftance
of three miles from Satani-bay. After I had taken
forne refrefhment at this. place, I purfued my jour.
ney through thickets and tracklefs parts, for the
purpofe of avoiding all habitations: when in want
of food, I repaired to the paflures and fields, and
bought fome provifions of the Ilaves, The [mal.
ler rivers were for the moft part dried up, and
were therefore crotfed without danger. Mr. Vail•

.. l\foft of the planters knew me; a8 the articles deli vere.l by
them into the Ito~houfes under my m~ft~r'· fuperintcndance,
were generally weighed or mcafurcd byme: and every planter
was uluallr. during his fray in the town, invited once or oftene
to dinner by Mr, BHlllcl.

lant
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lant maintains, that in this part of the country he
found an extraordinarily great quantity of wild
beafts: but every one who" is acquainted with the
Ilate of the country, muft be aware how many
colonifts are fettled there, and how. intent thefe
colonifisare upon the defiroying thefe wild beafls,
will confequently perceive that M. Vaillant's afler-
tion is unfounded .

. - .On this occafion I {hallmake a few obfervations
refpeaing the colonifis; and then proceed with
the narrative of my journey.

The colonifls of the Cape of Good Hope are not
poflefled of much ready money: their riches con-
fift chiefly of cattle and {laves. The pooreft of
them has at Ieaft ten flaves, which, on his firft form-
ing a fcttlernent, are lerft him by the Eaft India
Company, the colonift paying an annual intereft :
often guilders" for each. If he willies to have the
{laves as his own property, he mufi give a bond
of two hundred guilders for each, payable within
ten years, either in money or with corn, or fome
other products of his farm. Moft of the colonifts
follow the chace; and each of them receives from
the Company annually four pounds of gun-powder
and one pound of lead, and iikewife fhot-money,

• A. guilder is worth about Is. 9d. Fngli!h.
jf
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if he deUv~rs th& fk.ins to the Company's agents.
The remuneration for killing wild beafts is paid
according to the following table.:

rix dolls. grofitcs.

For an elephant 3 0

._ A rhinoceros ;. 2 3
-A camel 2 J2

--- A wild buffalo ;. ~ I 18

- An elk l:. - .. 2 12

-- A lion .. .. 1 0

.......A tyget '" I 0

- A zebra .. i 0

- A Wild-boar '.. .. !i 0

- A gems-bock .. Q 6
- A wild dog' .. 0 16
- A tyger -cat ... 0 12

- A hysena I 11-

- A giraffe .. ;;z. 0

But it is more to their advantage to carry the
&ins for fale to the fhips, where they receive a
higher price for them. ' It has been remarked by
the hunters that feveral of the wild animals of this
country migrate from place to place, either at the
ruttingfcafon, or at the time of coupling, or when
there is a deficiency of water in their ufual haunts.
That herds of feveral hundred wild beails are here

fecn
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feen together, is likeWife an unfounded' :dftr600.
except perhaps the caliees.

The by-way on whicll I now enter :was vcr,
fatiguing, for the t~.l1ets,and b~ l'Jeces of the
roca, rendered. it almoft impaffablc.. It is the
f2.rnewhich Vaillant pretends to have pafled with
'his caravan. But I may venture to maintain that
he·riever travelled through this part of the coun-
fi-y; for the whole tract is fo rough and pathldii,i
tha.t even a ~ngk penon muft often 'with great h.
hour and difficulty force a paffage through. it, as
.for inftance at the place called the Holivw Cliff,
where I was obiiged to climb up the rocks with
great danger. I thought I had overcome all ob..
ftacies, when I reaChed the fummit of the rocky
mountain; but I foon difcovered my error; for
then I difcovered that I mnfi defcend again, and
that before me were precipices and freep fuelv.ing
rocks. As there 'W1S no alternative, I was un.da:
the ncceffi.ty of making the attempt; but was ie~
'gend times in danger of tumbilng down headlong,.
as, while Ibunp; the hands to (me piece of rock"
I could not reach with my feet that beneath me. .

On the 19th of February I arrived <It Bletten-
bergh-bay, and immediately repaired to the houfe
of Mr. Vortmcyer: I found only his 'wife at home,

and
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and from her I learned that her hufband was gone
to SchweUendamm, and would not return within
three days. She prefled me to wait his return,
and. affigned me a. 'tbamber in an out-building to.
Beep in. I willingly accepted her offer, and dur ..
ing my flay took a view of the country, endea-
voured to gain from the Hottentots in ·her fervice
fome information refpeffing the roads, and to fur-
nifh myfelf with feveral necdrary articles. I had
the good fortune to obtain a calebafh," feveraf
pounds of gun-powder, a tinder-boy, brimftone,
and fome other ufeful articles. The traa of coun ..
try in the neighbourhood of Blettenbergh-bay iii
very beautiful and fertile; and I am furprifed that
the commodioufnefs of the fituation did not long
ago fuggefl: the projeCt of building a city here;
for within a compafs of 200 miles there is to be
found here excellent water, abundance of fire-
wood and of timber fit for building, larger and
more delicious fruits than I .have feen elfewheze,
and the harbour is capable of containing about
fifty {hips. The Danes, French and Portugucrze
often vifit the bay, as provifions are cheaper
here than at the Cape. The Eaft India Company

• It grnerally c:onfifis of gourd fcooped hollow and dried
in the fun, and is ufed infiead of a tlaJ.kfor the purpofe of car-

\~Tying water.
'has
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.has indeed ordered that no forei n fhips, unlefs
driven into the bay by a Horm, Ihould be permit-
ted to remain at anchor there, or receive froi he
fhore more than three da...yswater and provifions ;
otherwife if fhips were permitted to lay in a fuffi~
dent fupply here, the Company would lofe the an ..
.chorage-dues, which ~re now paid at the Cape.
For the purpofe, therefore, of preventing an un-
lawful intercourfe with foreign fhips, a ferjeant
. and fix foidiers are ftationed here as a guard: but
thefe men, being more attentive to their own in-
terefi than to that of the Company, accept bribes,
and coisfequently fuffer an uninterrupted inter-
courfe and traffic between the colonifrs and the
fhips which touch there. The name of the fer-
jeant who had the command here was Von Schell;
he was a native of Denmark, and had been in
the Pruffian fervice.

On the 25th Yogtmeyer returned home: 'le
received me in a very friendly manner, but ~t the
fame time told me that he well knew I was a de-
fe,ter, and that he fhould conduct me bacl~ to
Cape-town, for which fervice he fhould certainly
receive thirty florins from Mr. Brand. I was
thunderftruck on hearing this, and already pic-
tured to myfelf in imagination the crud treat-

E ment
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ment that would follow fuch a ftep. My fears?
however, were foon difpelled when he added, that
if he might receive an hundred florins, yet he
would not betray me; on the contrary, if Iw~)Uld
fincerely confide to him my defigns, he would do
every thing in his power to afiifi me. I told him
that I was refolved to travel through the interior
countries of Africa, whatever might be the event
of fuch an undertaking. He laughed, caned me
a headflrong madman, and endeavoured to per-
fuade me to relinquiih my defign. When 'he
found that his arguments produced no effect upon
.rne, he wiihcd every fuccefs to attend me, and fup-
.plied me with a knapfack made of calves' Ikins,
a {mall hatchet, and feveral other articles, which
might prove of fervice to me on my intended
Journey.

On the ::.6th of February, Vogtmeyer put me
into the road to Caffraria, and we then took
a friendly farewell of each other. The difiance
from this place to the borders was yet twenty {e-
ven German miles, and Iwas already feventy-four
from Cape-town, I avoided the fettlements of the
planters, and for that. purpofe kept to the fouth-
eafl, leaving them to my'right. I paflcd-through
large f rcfls, and croffed immenfe mountains. On

the

, I
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the following day I arrived at the firft Hottentot-
Kraal, which confifled of about twenty huts, and
was called, after the name of the chief, Wabbab'»
Kraal. A herdfman efpied me coming, and haf-
tened to the kraal to announce my arrival : )mme~
<Hatelytwo flout fellows, young Hottentots, came
forth, with javelins in their hands, viewed rile,
and then advanced towards me, inquiring whe-
ther I came alone, whether Ibelonged to the co
lonifis, and to what place I intended to go. I an-
fwered their quefrions as well as I could, and was
then conducted by' them into the kraal to the
Montur, for fo the chief is called. He or lered
them to give me fome milk, and he himfelf pre~
fented me with fome maize which had been roafl-
ed, for which I paid a Dutch florin. I requefled
a night's lodging: he not only granted my re-
queft, but gave me an invitation to remain in the
kraal as long as Ipleafed, and added that he would
take care to fupply me with provifions. Towards
evening almoft all the inhabitants of the kraal af-
fembled on a green before the hut of the chief,
and diverted themfelves with finging and dancing. t_~

Soon after the dancing had commenced, fome
young women came into our hut, and requeftcd
us to join them: we immediately complied.
"rheyoung girls quite naked mingled in the dances
'with the y~l.lng men, m~ny of whom were like-

E 2 wife
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wife naked." I knew that the habitation of the
colonifi Walther, who difiilled brandy-wine, was
not above three Englifh miles diflant from the

kraal :

.. The unmarried female Hottentots wear no c1oathing; but
the married women wear a fmall apron to cover their nudities,
Many of the young girls, efpecially if they are pretty, are mar-
ried as early as the age of eight or nine years. The Hotten-
tots do not appear to have any laws againl1:,fornicntion; for
amonr, them married men, under certain rdhiCl:ions, are aJlow ..
ed to cohabit with uujnarried women, and unmarried men have
ftill greater liberties. M. Vaillant, then, is miftaken when he
extols the young Hottentot girli as particularly chafle and
'Virtuous. Adultery on the part of the wife is feverely punifhed .
by the whole horde: but a hufband is permitted to have fex-
ual intcrcourfe with an unmarried girl, during the time that
Ius wife is inchild-bed, At this place I Iikewife had an op-
:Jlortunity of confirming by the evidence of fight a fact in natu-
rill hift ry, which 1 had before met with in Icveral books of
travels, and had often heard related at the Cape, viz. the fingu-
Jar conformation of the external parts of generation of feme of
the Hottentot women. I nrft obferved this variation in a
young naked girl; and Ifpoke to her concerning it. She told
me that there parts in grown-up women were alfo formed in
the fame manner, and I"l'omiicd, for a reward, to fetch one of
them to me. I gave her a florin; the ,\uickly ran, and actu-
ally brought with her a married woraan , bu. this woman wore
an apron. Another florin, however, obtained for rolf perrnif-
fion to make the neceffary examinations, and I obferved both
in her and the unmarried girl the following circumflances :
The labia pudmdi were from thl'~e to four inches long, and

forme~
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kraal: I accordingly wrote a note to the propri-
etor, enclofing three guilders, for which I defired
him to fend me fome Ihirts, :rhe chief difpatched
a man with this note, who, in a few hours, re-
turned with a fmall cafk of fpirits, the three florins
1hadfent to pay for it, and a letter from Walther,
conta~ning an invitation to vifit him the followin9'
:mormng.

The leader, or chieftain, to whom I delivered
the brandy, gave a dram to everyone prcfcnt,

formed, over tbe orifice,where thry were folded one over another,
.a fort of a lock, which opens of ittelf, when excited by the ex-
l)anding of the lab,,,. M. Vaillant gives an extravagant de-
fcriptiou of this fact, and even fays. that thofc who wi(h to
have the parts thus fhapud, hang fiones or pieces of heae y
metal to the labia , by which means they arc length net! us
above dcfcribed, Everyone will eafily perceive the abCurdity
of this aficrticn, At the Cape I heard this l1ngular appear-
ance accounted for ill the fame manner: but m~ny of the Llot-
tentot women with whom 1 converted OH the r,~hject, lau~hcd
.at the idea, and afiured me that the ai"ertion was falfe , and that
no fuch means were employed. In his c.ldcrifltion of the beauty
an(l cleanlinefs of the l lortcutot women, M, V illant likewiie
(:;);cecds the bounds of fober truth. Among the balinrd Hot-
t •.ulOts there are indeed many beautiful and cleanly women and
gills; but] obfer'lc(l very few tuch among thole who live in
kraals. A 11igb forehead, hollow eye!', flat n I<-s, thick lips,
and JJl:lggy woolly heads, do not in my idea conliitute beauty.

and
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and ordered the refi to be dcpofited in his hut.
About midnight we "vent to rdl; I Ilept tolerably
well on a mat in the back part of the hut. About,
eight o'clock in the morning Iwas wakened by
my hofi, who offered me fome milk and a piece
of broiled mutton; he at the fame time entreated,
me to ftay with him a few days longer, to which
I agreed. At noon I paid a vifit to Mr. Walther,
who received me kindly, and forbore afking any
quefiion refpeiling the purpofe of my journey.
On taking leave of him, I offered to pay for the
prandy, but he declined accepting any ,money,_
adding, that if fome day or other he fhould come
to the Cape, I might be able to do him a favour
in return, which I promifed Iwould. On my re-
joining the kraal, I was informed, that moil of
the men were gone a hunting. A girl, eight years
old, a daughter of my hoft, was the only human
being I found in the hut. For fome time Iwas
unable to account for her indecent behaviour, till
I perceived that Ihe had made free with the brandy
and was intoxicated. She treated me as a Hot-
tentot, with whom {he had been long acquainted,
embraced me, and at lafi threw herfelf down on
the ground. I endeavoured to get her to rcft ;
fhe grew quiet, and flcpt tUI the evening. In the
meanwhile I lay down on the grafs before the hut.
Her father, on his return, enquired after his

daughter'
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daughter; I told him that on my coming horne,
I had immediately laid down in this place, and '
therefore could not tell whether Ihc was in the
hut Or .not : he went in and found her, but
remained ignorant of what had happened. Icon-
tinued nine days with this horde, and made fo-
.lnany acquaintances, that they at laft endeavoured
to prevail upon me to fettle here and take a "wife.
I declined this propofal as well as I could, but pro-
mifed to. pay them another vifir, and found an op e-

port.unity of purfuing my journey, in company
with four Hottentots of another kraal, who had
come to purchafe fome Iheep. All my acquaint.
ance were extremely concerned a+ my departure,
and I Ihould have felt happy in rendering myfelf
ufeful to thefe good-natured people, if the plan
and purpofe of my journey had permitted me to
remain longer with them. Our .road layover the
Milk-mountain, wher we encountered many dif-
. ficulties and troubles, our way being confiantly
obfiructed by brambles and recd-grafs, fo that the
firft day, though we travelled only two miles?
we were nevcrthelcfs extremely' fatigued. We
p,4lifcdthe night on the banks of the Silver-river,'"

without

,:t;. This river is final], but it contains water all t'he yt':1r
'ouud. M. Vaillant has made no mecrion of it, although,

us '.
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without enjoying one moment's fleep, as the
wolves gathered around us, endeavouring to fall
upon our Iheep. Wedurft not venture to kindle
a fire, left we Ihould be burnt in the high half-
dried grafs; my fellow travellers, the Hottentots,
therefore, applied themfelves to making mats of
reed-grafs «< by the light of the moon.

In the morning we reached the fummit of the
Milk-mountain, where we found good grafs, fat
down to breakfafl, and turned the Iheep to graze.
I had fcarcelybegan to eat, when on looking round
I perceived ten men haftening up to us with the
utmofl fpeed: I afked my fellow travellers, who

he pretends to have croffcd other rivers ill the neighbourhood,
he muft neceffarily have meet with the Silver-river. The wa-
water is of a good flavour, and filver colour. From the latter
circumfiance it has, by the account of the Hottentots, obtained
its name .

• With (his grafs they cover their huts. and render them 10
tight that not a drop of water can foak through them: tho-
fame is the cafe with the bafkets, in which they keep the milk.
~1.Vaillant is miflaken when he fays that they cover their
huts with fkins, They had perhaps hung up rome fkins at
the top of the huts to dry, when' he enquired into their man-
ner of roofing their habitations. They drefs the fkins in this
war: they take ofF the hair with fharp-edged bones, efpecially
with the skulls of fhecp and bullocks, greafc them well, and
<xl'ofe them to the fun to cl rr·

had
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had not yet feen them, whether they knew who
they were, and what their intentions were by their
making up to us. They were fo terrified at fight
of them that they could hardly give me an anf,ver:
at lail, however, I underfiood from them that
they were Bofchrnen, and intended to rob them
of their fheep, I exhorted them to take courage,
prepared for defence, charged my carabine, and
, directed my companions how to act : I then fired
on the Bofchmen, and one of them fell; the }'eft
threw fome javelins and fled. '" 1V1y companions
wer highly pleated with 111y conduct, and ex-
preiied their efteern f~r me both by words nd
gcfl:ures. We now quitted the mountain, and
foon reached a hamlet, where we refrefhcd our-'
felves, and afterwards purfued 011.1' journey. The

,._,rt bas been aflcrtcd In feveral travellers, that there DDfchmen

are a battard fi)ccies of Hottentots. M. Vaillant is of the fame

opinion; but I am thoroughly convinced that there are as

m'~ny individuals of 0 her nations among them as Hottentots.

]\[ ay, Europeans fometi mcs take fhelter among the Borch men, if

they delert from the ibi] s or the O":lrri(ons. In the very neigh-

bourhood of Cape-town, between Table-mount and Lion-

head, exifts a band, compofed of fugitives of fevcral nations,

'who fuLiift entirely 011 plunder, and at times do coufiderable
<.L:lIn~g~ to the inhabitants of the town. Their nightly fires

were vifible fron the town.
night

,~.... :.'
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night being very fine we took advantage of it,
and continued our journey; in the morning we
reached the village where my companions lived:
being worn out with fatigue, and not having en-
joyed the leaf] fleep for feveral nights together,
I laid down before the hut, and fell aflecp. When
I awoke both my watch and carabine were gone:
feverely hurt and terrified at this lofs, I ran into
the hut, but here I could obtain no tidings of
either; at laft one of my fellow-travellers took me
into his hut, and delivered me my carabine and
watch. He told me that he had taken them with
him by way of precaution, left I fhould be robbed
of them during my Ileep : he regaled me with
n1ilk and mutton. While Iwas eating this homely
meal the chieftain entered the hut, drefled in his
richeft attire, bowed to me feveral times, and
thanked me for the afliftance I had given to his
comrades, relating, at the fame time, that the fame
Bofchmen, a few days fince, had robbed the hamlet
of thirty Iheep. I enquired into the ftrength of the
horde, and their place of refidence, and learned
that they were about thirty in number, and inha-
bited the Schlangenberg (Snake-mountain) about a
\taguc diftant, where they had fecured thcmfelves
againfr attack by an abattis, and by heaps of Itones,
J told the chief that itwas not impoffiblc to fubdue

I . them,
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them, and that I would lead his people on to the
attack, if they would aRiit: me. Although the
chieftain was much pleafed with n y plan, efpe-
dally as it afforded an opportunity of rc ~overing
the Holen Iheep, yet he made feveral objeCl:ions~
which being refuted by me, he warmly embraced
my defign, encouraged his comrades to take a fhare
in its execution, and obferved to them that unlefs
the Bofchmen were diilodged from the neighbour-,
hood, they might commit many more robbe -ies,
Out of the eighty male inhabitants of the village,
about twenty offered to join in the expedition
againfi: the Bofchmen under my command. I de-
livered the' neceflary infiructions, and gave orders
that every one Ihould provide themielves with
a good cudgel, a bundle of dry grafs, and ferne
fmall dry wood, They did fa; at the fall of night
we put ourfelves in motion, and advanced with ut
the leafr noifc towards the 1 ountain. Here I di-
vidcd OUf corps into two troops; one divifion I
commanded myfelf, and he other I pu . under the
orders of the chieftain. We now advanced againfl
t;he firfl entrenchment, which was ;~t on ure, and
the wind Iprcading the flames, the wh lc moun-
t,tin was foon in a blaze. 'vVc then tuok oft ao" in

C>
at tIle foot of the mountain, on the foot w iere

.l

~v~ thought the enemy would Ially forth: w 111
fcarcely
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icarcely occupied our poft, when we heard dread-
. • ful howls, and difcovered feveral Bofchmen, half

burnt by the fire; to terrify them ftill more, and
to give the Hottentots the fignal agreed on, I fired
upon the fugitives, who were now attacked land
Ilain by the Hottentots. Thus was this band of
:robbers entirely deftroyed, and my friends net only
recovered their own Iheep, but took many others
belonging to the enemy, which were found on the
other fide of the mountain. The number of Bofch-
men killed could. not be afcertained, but the moun-
tain continued to burn the whole of the following
day.. '

On our return to the village we were received
with £houts of acclamations, and the joy of the in-
habitants increafed when they faw the return of
their fheep, and .learned that their enemies were
either {lain or difperfed. I was fatigued and re-
tired to reft in the hut of the chieftain, but the Hot.
tentots paired the whole night in merriment and
joy. I continued about a .fortnight with thefe
good people, by whom I was loved and refpected,
and who vied with each other to fupply me with
milk and meat, and to procure me all the comforts
which they had the power of beftowing. But as
the prefcnt fcafon was the bef] for travelling, Lre-

blvcd
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folved to purfue my journey, and to avail myfelf,
for that purpofe, of the winter, as it is called, which
begins in April, and is merely diftinguifhed by.fome
cool and rainy weather •.

CHAP.
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·CHAP. III.

After taking/ollie RepoJe in a Hottentot Village, tM
Author bends his Caurfe to the Eafhoard; to the
Fish-river, and to take Advantage if the Winter Sea-
[on, the mqft favourable for travelling, he purfues
his Journey with increafed Zeal, aooids tbe Hamlets
if the Hottentots and Habitations of Planters, and
quits tbe Territory of tile Company-Manners and
Czutoms of tbe Hottentots-Le Vaillant is refuted by
the Author, iobo v!fits M.Habratb, a Planter, and
at lehgtlJ enters CaJ/raria on the 29th of Marcb-
Manners, ClIftoms, and Ceremonies of the CaJfres-
Cf'heAuthor in the Hope of meeting with Europeans
undertakes a ]czmzey in Company witb' twentyfeven
CalFee's to the Sea Coqfi, to feareh a French Vej[el
which was s/.Jip"-v;~ecked,obtains fome Booty, and
gains by hisJuccqlifulEnterprize the LoveandEfieem
of the sobole 'Tribe, by whom he is eleded Deputy, or
Under-oiampa, ami entreated to remain with tbem
for Life.

ILEFT the Hottentot village on the 25th of
March, and purfued my route to the eaftward,

to the Fifh-river, but was obliged to proceed with
confiderable
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confiderable ca~ti()n left I fhould findmyfelf among
the habitations of planters, which are rather nu-
merous in this part of the country. I paffed by
one hamlet and fpent the night in another, where
I was well received and entertained: This was
the extremity of the Company's territory, and'
. althoujrh the boundaries of Caffraria are up-
wards of a day's journey diflant, yet other villages
are to be found on the road thither. The above,
. hamlet is fituated on the Fifh-river, where it
branches out into two arms, one of which flows
between the mountains and the plantations of the
colony, and the other empties itfclf to the fouth-
ward in the above-mentioned Silver-river.

,

M. Vaillant has given us a defcription of the
manners and cufloms of the Hottentots; but as

. it is not altogether true and faithful, I fhall add a
few obfervations on the fame fubject.

The chief or chieftain of a horde is called Mon-
tur. This is not an hereditary dignity; a Hotten-
tot, who has difiinguifhcd himfelf by fame heroic
exploit, for inflance, by the deflruction of a feroci-
ous beafl, or a victory ov r his enemies, is gene-
rally elected to that office. E:1Ch kraal, whether
"fituated within Or without the poffeffion of the
. Company, receives from them a large frick with a

large
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, large filver knob, on which the Company's arms
are engraven, and which remains conitantly ia
.the pofleflion of the chieftain, who makes ufe of
it on folemn occafions. Every Hottentot receives
alfo yearly two pounds of tobacco and two gal-
Ians of brandy, in return for which he is obliged
to acquire fome knowledge of the Dutch tongue.
They who refide among the planters learn it eafily ;
.but the refr, who inhabit diflant parts of the coun-
try mull endeavour to learn it by other means;
for infiance, when the Monturs go to Cape-town
they are obliged to take with them each a man,
who is employed at the Cafi:le to cut wood or do
other work, on which occafion he learns the lan-
guage in his intercourfe with the inhabitants and
foldiers. When the Montur comes again the fol-
lowing year, he brings with him another man and
the former returns to his kraal. '* Their fi1thi~e[i

. '" To p;'onounce the language of the Hottentots, as it is pro-
nounced by the natives, is extremely difficult to foreigners, nor
can the found and true pronunciation of the words be exprcffed
or reprefented in writing. It muf] be heard to be imitated with.
allY degree of correctnefs, M. Vaillant obfervcs very jufbly,
that the Hottentot language mlly be learned, but he fhould have
added, that the difficulty of pronouncing the confonants cor-
rectly cannot be furmounted by a foreigner, whc, by his pro-
'nuuciation, will always be eafily diliinguiJhed from a native.

is
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is almoil incredible, for they are extremely lazy,
nay, are perhaps the lazieft people in the known
world; in addition to which, in many parts of

I •
the country they are m great want of water. The
mofi fruitful toil remains without culture, and it
is only here and there the traveller meets with
fome'Indian C01"11. The rearing of cattle and hunt-
ing form their chief employment, and indeed they
only relort to the latter, when compelled by necef-
fity or want the means of fubfiftence. They oc-
cupy themfelves very little with the fifhery, 31.
though they might catch plenty of fifh, efpecially
during the winter. Several infiances are known of, '
,the Hatten tots preferring feveral days hunger to the .
trouble of procuring provifions. A variety of of-
fers have been made them on the part of the Com.
pany, fuch as .ncts, corn, and habitations, in the
vicinity of the Cape, if they would become more
indufrrious and active, But all thcfe offers have
been rejected, left they Ihould be forced to do more
work 'than they chofe to do. They prefer their
indolent me in their deferts, amidfl all manner of
mifcry and filthincfs, and are fuch cowards that
they fuffer themfelves to be driven by the Cafires
to the fouth, and again by the Bofchmen to the
can, whereas if they chafe to aCt with fpirit they

\

might loon render thcmfelves formidable to their
enemies. The women occupy themfclvcs chiefly

F with
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with the 1l1:lilag'::ment of the houfe, but are rather
vain and fond of drcfs. A child is ,1 grcJ.t trea-
hue for the mother ; the hulband has no righ t to
tr ufl his own child, as -long as it fucks, although
the wife is his flave. This privilege of the ·mo ..
ther is owing to the favage cruelty of forne fathers,
who, at the time when the Portuguefc were in the
habit of viiiting the country, fold their little chil-, ...
dren for fome brandy at tobacco. A child fucks
four months, and is carried by the mother in day-
time on her back, and in the night before her,
wrapped up in a fhccp-Ikin. After that time it is
put on mats on the grais, and receives the {arne
food as the rei] of the f1111ily. The 'women apply
thernfclves with much care to the breeding of
cattle, but NI. Vallb.nt's account "tha.t in milking
their cows, while one woman holds the animal's
teat ano her blows with ["reat violence into hero
vagina," is void of foundation. I have paid parti.
euler attention to their w"y of milking, and neve
obferv (, any fuch thing; nor can I agree to his
aiTcrtion, " that if a c11f happens to die, the Hot-
tentot s prcfervc the f,~;il very carefully, and wrap
it round the body of another calf," for they arc
to cautious it this rdpeCt, a is evident from their
'h"cneral cullom of intevrinz all kinds of dead cattle'- ,
at forue leazues diitance from the kraal. Their, ,:>

in.mner of m:magillg the dead has given me great
fatisfaction.
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fatisfaction. They bury none without having
previouily made repeated attempts to recall him
to life. Such as die of chronical difeafes are
b eaten and Ihaken, and if there appear no figns
of life they are buried the fame day, after another
trial has been made to reftore them to life; but at
the death of a young perfon, efpecially when the
deceafed died fuddenly, many other experiments
are made. The foles of the feet are ripped open
with a hafIagay ,* a red hot iron is held under the
nofe, and the whole body is rubbed. If no vefiigcs
.of life can be difcovered, the deccafed is interred
on the follo,ving evening. Dead perfons are im ..
mediately removed cut of the 1ut and watched
by fome of the family, and this is continued ~ven-.
ty-eight days after their interment, to prevent
wild beafis from fcratching the dead body out of
the ground. As to the ceremonies and feveral
peculiar cufloms of the Hottentots, M. Vaillant's
travels may be confulted. I have here defcribed
fuch cuftoms only as have not been correctly de..
lineated by that writer.

On the 25th I continued my journey along t e
banks of the Fifh-river. On my fctting out I ob-

fII The points of the ha!fagap are only poifened when they
march againfi enemies... Fz ferved
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fcrve 1 Ievcral kraals on my right and left, vilhrc1r
arc very 11 imcrous in this part of the country, on
accou nt of the rich paftures and good water; but
thefe were the Iaii I could diiCover. I pafTed .the
night in a buill ncar the river, made a meal of the
mutton which I had taken with me, and kindled a
fire. The next morning I reached the neighbour-
hood of Mr. Habrath 's plantation; I endeavoured
to pafs unnoticed, but was difcovered by Mr. Ha-
brath himfelf, who was engaged in J. hunting ex-
curfion. He treated me with apparent civility, and
il'lvited me to his Iioufe ; this invitation I endca-
vr urcd to decline; becaufc I thought it rather un-
flfl: to accept it. But Mr. Habrath obierving Iny
cmbarraffmenr. told me that he perceived I was a
deferrer, but that he ihould not ftop me. I rcplic -1,
that if he did, he ihould at leaft not take 111e back
,to the Cape alive. He thereupon requcfled that 1
would Hay with him for lome length of time, and
proviiionally accept the place of a maHer, w1 Om he
was in war t of. I promifed to comply with his
wifh, but afk d 1c~lVC,before-I Iettlcd with him, to
m:'lke a journey into Cafh:lria, to which he ]greed.
IJet out accordingly, and reached Bruynhoogte
Bruyn':;.hCight), which is alfo caned Brunynejies-

Hoogte, where I {(JUDd a horde of Hottentots. To
the fOuthward I [,w the hfi: plantation, clofe to the
bonders of Caffraria: here I found a ddigh1d'hl

country,
'.
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country, and a fine plain, which is twelve miles in
length, and five in breadth, and firctches ala 19thc
Caflrarian mountains. On the 29th I entered CaE.
fraria, where I encountered many difiiculties and

_dangers: I had to afcend ftcep mountains,and it
was with coniiderable trouble that I reached the
valley before the fall of night. I found feveral old
empty huts, one of which I chofe for my night
quarters: the inhabitants had probably quitted
them on account of the want of water. At break
of day Iwas awakened by the howling of a fmall
herd, of wolves, which approached my hut, but
foon retired. Inow purfued my route to north-
eafl; and pafled a fmall mountain, covered with
high rced-grafs which greatly obfiructed my pro-
gre{". Shortly after I waded through a river fix .
teet broad and four feet deep, which flowed from
eaft to wefl, and whofe water was of a reddifh caft
and fouri:fh tafic, On, the dt of . pril I travelled
on a good and cafy road, and traverfed a fine and
fruitful valley between two ridges of mountains.
At noon I dif(!ov~~cd to the fouthward fome huts,
built on the heights; !made towards them, and
reached them in the evening. Near them I met
three armed Caflres, who accofied me, and, as far
as I could interpret th ir words and gefiures, ad.
drefled to me the following queries: Whither are
yO'!l going? Whence are you coming? Are you a

F 3 panter?
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planter? I anfwered, that I came from the Cape,
and was a deferrer. I was now permitted to enter
the kraal, which I did, but at the ["me time in-
l:Iluated to them 'with we rds and geftures; that
thev.Ihould not take mv firelock from me. The, .
kraal confiited of twenty-two h'.t~,and Ieemed to
contain a confiderable nurrber of inhabitants in
proportion to its fize. 0, ray arrival they were
ilanding before their huts, c nd fiarcd at me; [orne
of them, however, ventured to draw ncar, and
fecmerl to aik my attendants who I was, and what
.was r:ny buiinefs in their kraal. The mampa;
that is, the chieftain, a young man, viewed me
from head to foot, arid afkc 1whether I chofe to
drink Iorne milk? I feigned not to unde"fl:and .1' ~ ,

but he took me by the hand, conducted me into
his hut, where a mat was Iprcad on the groUJ") ,
and made a. fignal that I fhould fiJ down, He Vir :';

then going to ta ,~ my fir lode from me, and ut
it in a corner, but I would not permit him; I
ihawed him that it was loaded, extracted the ba 1,
and laid the firelock in a comer ncar me. I won-
dered at my hoil's Ihowing fo mu .h indifferenc.e
on this occaiion, which 1. afcribed to I is bei ::,UD-
acquaint d. with that kind of w 'p ,LU(,T;tS OJl

the next day convinced of 1 y crror. His wif
brought me fome milk in '3. ve.::-y F, bail.;:et, an,
10m roafied Indian corn: wl c.. I had fi )j 1 ed my

[':P?"

•
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[upper I hy down ont the mat; they gave me a,
buffalo's hide for a covering, and rny knapfick
fcrvcd inftead of a pillow; thus I Dept quietly and
fecurely in the rnicHlof thcie rude Ions of nature,
who have been d cried as cruel and favi1ge b. r-
bariar s, It was eight o'clock on the followi ng
.morning before I awoke : I fcur:d no one in the
hut but myfelf, and on tCln~:n6 my eyes towards
111y batm:1ge, J miffed my gun arid my powder and
ball: Suppofing tha they had perhaps been re- ,
moved to lome oth r p;lrt of the hut, I fearched
for .them but in- v in, I rcfolv cl to ?;o out IJl

queft of my hoft: juft:l!"' 1was pa:fiin~~through t 1

opening of tl e hut, I met the ~1!amp, C011in' \0·

wards me with the gun -in 11181and, He bcg:1D.to
hugh aloud, and made various motions with the
p'un, like one who well knew how to ufc it. it
(J

gave me great pleafure to f e lily gun agaln; and
the pOWdCl; and balls were likewifc reflor to )Tll':

In the mean while fomc warm milk an -l br oll II
mutton was brought me for' r akfafi : I ate be r-
tily, while Iny hofpitable hoft en 'avl.lured to nt r
into convcrhtion wit1: me. Alth Ufjh I ( id not
undcrfcand him, yet I conjectured tl at he \\ ,;
[peaki.ng about {hooting, as he oft n put 1 inlHf
in th~ poi1:ure of a per!c)ll'in t 1C :lEt of 1ldwl" <1, ~tJ.

b_ '"At 1 l1gth 1:V,'O of his fr'cnqs, \-vho d '.'cit i.ll Ille
F 4 Ctn·w

\ .
., .,~ -.
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fame hut with him, brought an umripat, '" in
which I immediately obferved the wound caufcd
by the ball with which it had been fhot ;t and
this circumfrance explained to me what had been
the purport of the mampa's previous converfation.
They ikinned it and cut it in pieces; forne of
which they immediately broiled on the coals. Af-
ter dinner I exprefied a with to purfue n;y journey,
but was requefred to prolong my fray, and to ac-
company them to the chafe. Four other Caffrcs
joined us, one of whom undcrfiood a little Dutch,
which he had learned at the Cape; he defired me
to {hoot at a gems-buck; I replied, that we fhould
probably meet with fome more valuable game'
but if the mampa wifhed to make a trial with my
gU1 , it was at his fervice. He accepted my ofier
with pleafure, and {hot, out of a herd of twenty,
an old and a young buck; at which fuccefs he
g~'eatly rejoiced. I afked where he had learned to
ufe fire-arms, as I had not feen any in the kraal •

.. A kind of antelope, h[\\'ing a fl otted {kin like' tyger.

t My carabine carried a ball weighing two ounces, and
moft of thofc u(i;tl at the Cape are of the fame width of bor •
therefore they kill the wild bcafts with the greater certainty,
There, as well as thofe carrying a ball of three or four ounc ....J
are imported from Englrmt!,

The
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The Caffre now related to me, that they had once
purchafed, fome fire-arms, in exchange for fheep,
from their neighbours, the Tambukinians: but
.hoitilities having fubfifted between them and their
neighbours for a confiderablc time paft, no more
powder and lead could be obtained; they had,
therefore, with much trouble, converted the muf-
kcts into javelins. When we returned to the
kraal, the mampa, with myfelf and fome others,
went round in procefiion to invite the horde to a
fcftival, which was to be celebrated the next day,
in commemoration of a victory that had been
gained over their enemies three years before. This
evening all was very ftill and quiet in the kraal;
but early in the following morning, I heard people
talking and walking about, when no one in our
hut, except myfclf, was yet awake. I arofe, and
tried to open the door, but in vain, it was fafiened
in a lingular manner. In the kraals of the Caflres
the doors are not fecured by locks made of iron,
but hy feveral pieces of wood, ingenioufly con-
rrivedto anfwer that purpofe.: Soon after they
knocked at our hut and at others where the inha-
bitants were yet aflecp, and began to fing. All
now fiarted from their couch s, and upon quitting

I the hut, we found that the ground in front of it,
and the hut itfelf, were covered with palm-branches.
The people now prefied around the mampa, and

I decorated
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decorated him with two branches of palm, wl ic
thoy Huck under the belt with which he had i__w

circled his harr, fo that it fcemed as if he wore a
pair of fiag's 110ms on his head. Two fimilar
branches were put into his hands; and the procef-
iion then l~egan to move. They paraded three
times round every hut of the kraal, which cer _
mony lailed two hours: a Jarge nre was then kine _
led ir the middle of the kraal, around which moft
of them featcd thernfelvcs, and beg:m to ling. As
yet the women had taken no part in the celebra-
tion of the fcfrival; but as Ioon as the 1"'11 h, I

,. t~i.l.-;:entheir [cats, they too 11ade their appearll1_C'.
,:E::tch of them bore in their hands two palm-
branches, which were prcfentcd, with various cc-
rernenies, by the married women to their h1.1[-
bands, and ry-the maidens to the lingle young men.
AIl then joined in a dance around the fire, into
which they at lafi thre~'V the palm-branches. The
women then repaired to their huts and brouoht
IEiJ1-:, wl i 11was drank by the mer, who had . g;un
f:atcd thernfelvcs. Two you·ng men and two
n~alde.r,s were now conducted wit On th ring, to
!be joined in wedlock, which ceremony was pO"-
formed in the following n:anncr,: tl c mother',
lea "Jl2; their da 19hten; with one hand, and bear-
ing in t11C other band two balkcts with milk, ap-
preached the fire; when about fix paces diftanr

from
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from it, they halted, and then ·the fathers of the
two young women ftepped forth, took off their
.daughters' {mall aprons, and conducted them quite
naked to their future h rfbands, '. Thefe received
their brides, and were informed what dower they
were to have with them, The dower confifled of
a few fheep and buffaloes, with fome other articles.
During the treaty about the dower, the mother
app.-oached Iomewhat nearer, and prefented to each
of the new-married folks, a fmall bafket with milk,
whereupon the ncareil relatives likcwife approached
to conclude and fettle the bargaip about the dower.
As foon as they had come to an agreement on that
point to the fatisfaaion of all parties, rni.lk was
handed round the ring, and each father delivered

u

up his daughter's apron to his fori-in-law, who
again bound it round his bride, with many cere-
monies, which lignified that no other perfon had
a right to 'tie or untie it in future.. Several fheep
were immediately killed, the fleih of which was
broiled and difrributed ' to ;!ll prefcnt, who conti-
~ued to divert them[elv~s with finging and dane.
ing till late at night, when they retired, the two
young bricks returning to the liabi,!:-ations of their

'* ;The father performs this ceremony for 'the purpofe of IJrov.
i,.".,. the chaflity of his daughter, and to thew to the bri(lt'lYToom
"b , b

that the never had connexion with 4ny man.

fathers
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fathers. On the following day, a hut is built for
the young ~ouple by their nearefi relatives, which

. is covered with hides, till proper mats can be pre-
pared : the bridegroom and bride, accompanied
by their friends, then go and take poffeflion there-
of, and of their dower. The oldcli perfon of each
family punifhes and decides ilight offences and
diiputcs. But on capital crimes the whole horde
paffes fentencc,

Though the mampa treated me as a friend, yet'
I was not invited to join the company, but re-
mained quietly fitting before the hut, whence
I could difhnctly obferve every thing that pailed,
The young man who underfiood a little Dutch
brought me lome milk and fleih, and told me,
that, being a {hanger, I could not be admitted to
take part in this feaiL In the eveiiing I by down
behind the hut, and, after having fpent fome hour
in pondering on my future fate, I fell into a pro-
found Ileep. At break of day I awoke, and found
that my hoft: had covered me with a bufialo-hide,
I arofe, and refolved to recommence my journey :
but the door of the hut was faficned, and my ca...
rabii e and bag-gage I could not 1 ave behind me.
'The fun had rifen to a c nf cr.ible h~ight before
the hut was pened; and then the marnpa's wif
-:rne forth t go to milk her cows.' 1 requeflcd

Q
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of he~ by figns to bring out my baggage; but Ihe
gave me to underftand that fhe durfi: not do fo
without the knowledge of her 1uiband, who was
yet afleep. She invited me to accompany her,
which I did without refleCt!ng on the danger I
might, thereby incur, as the men are exceflively
jealous. She called to the women in the neigh-
bouring huts, who came 'out and. followed her.
The herd was feeding on a beautiful plain at the
diftance of about a quarter of a mile from the
kraal: it was very numerous, and looked better
than feveral others which I had already fcen. Two
perfons are generally employed in milking one

, cow; one holding the animal, whiHl: the other
milks her with great dexterity and expedition:
two houfewives, therefore, generally go as part-
ners, mutually to allift one another in this employ-
ment. The cows of this country give very little
milk,' I obfcrved that my hoftefs obtained fcarccly
five quarts from fix cows, and yet this W;\S the
feafon of the year when they generally yield the
greateft quantity. Perhaps the exceflive heat may
have, in this reipcct, an unfavourable influence.
The herdfmen likewife often defraud the proprie-
tors, by clandeflinely milking the cows. The
Caffres are accuflomed to twifi: the horns of their
cattle into ITlanydifferent forms, and to ~ngravl!
various figures upon them, This they do from

motive'
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motives Of prudence. Their herds arc fometimcs
difiurbed and difperfed by wolves and tygers; and
if on fuch occafions any of the cattle firay into
other herds, the herdfrnen are able from thefe
figutes to difringuHh to what kraal they belong.
Sometimes they fpIlt the horns, and turn each
part in an oppofite direction, everyone endea-
vouring alfo to add fome private marks diffe-
rent from thofe of the other inhabitants.

The tnampa had, during my abfence, been look-
ing for me through the whole kraal; and when
he faw me returning with the women, he exprcffcd
great joy, came to meet me, and afked me, by
means of figns, where I had been. When I had
informed him, he laughed, took me by the han 1,
and conducted me to the hut, where his wife
.handed round fome warm milk to drink, and he
himfelf brought me a piece of flefh, prefilng me to '
eat heartily. Here I muft remark that the Cam- s
are very temperate in eating and drinking, for I
could frequently have taken more than' my por-:
tiori of meat nd milk.

When I had breakfafled, I :lignified to my hofpi-
table haft that I wifhed to purfue my journey, and
put two florins into his hand. He looked at them
for fome time, but at length gave me them ba k

agam,
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t'lgalu, and tal ing my baggage from me, requefled
me to remain vvith them that day at leafi. Hav-
ing delivered my, baggage to his wife, he took me
by the hand, and pulled me after .him, for at firft 1
made forne refiftance ; thus he conducted me to
a thicket, where we found feveral men bufily em-
ployed in breaking branches from the bufhes, and
cutting down 'fome of the larger trees. They in-
vited me to join them; and accordingly I collect-
ed a bundle of boughs, and taking it upon my
ilioulders, followed the others, vvho had laden
themfeIves with the branches and the larger Items
for building. With thefe materials, in lees than
two hours, two huts were conftructed for the
young folks who had been married on the pre-
ceding day. After this work was finifhed, they
indulged freely in mirth, danced and rung, and
formed a ring round each of the huts. Ogbang,
(plums) batoni, (a kind of millet) and me/is, (In-
dian corn) were difiributed as a refrefhment to the
company, and fame of the fame articles were hung
upon the huts, as a wedding-gift to the newly-
married folks. Not to Le behind in liberality, I
fufpendcd a guilder to 'each of the huts, and p::rll
cciv d that the brides and bridegrooms were vcry
much pleafed with this prefent. I became very
cheerful, and only lamented, that I did not under-
iLmd their language. I danced with one of the

young

1-
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young women, and fung fame German i()ngs, to
which the company lifiened with great attention.

I

When I rofe to dance, I by mifiake iingled out a
young married woman for my partner, but was
immediately reproved by her hufband, and Ihould
probably have received {orne ill ui~lge from him,
if the mampa had not interpofed, and told him
that Iwas unacquainted with the cuHoms of the
country. They then brought me a young maiden,
without an apron, with whom Iwas at liberty to

dance and fkip about as much as I pleafed.

On the following morning, being firmly re-
folved to take my leave of the rnampa, I prefented
two florins to him, which he refufed to accept;
but finding that I perfiitcd, he at length took them
and gave them to ilis wife ; however, when I like-
wife made her a prefent of two florins, he tookhis
own again, and heartily thanked me. Having given
mefome roafled meat to takewithrne, and conve .d
me to the extremity of his territory (about half a
Ocrrnan mile)wherc we cordially took leave of each
other. I now directed my courfe towards the Eu-
'rekoha. The kraals which I had left confrfl:cd of
twenty-two huts, containing about three hundre {
inhabitant'. It was fituated on the right of the.
Filh-rivcr .bctwcen a chain of mountains, which
is [aid to be eight days journey in length, and is

interfe :ted
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~nterfeaed ,more than once by theabove-men-
tioned river, which here and there branches out
into feveral difiinct flreams ; but thefe afterwards
join again. * Towards evening I croffed this river,
its depth being at that time rio more than three
feet; 'and l1alted for the night at a fmall thicket,
on an eminence neat the oppofite bank, where I
'kindled a fire, and having gathered fome mufcles
iroafled them for my fupper; In the night I per-
ceived a large fire on the mountains before me;
from which circumflance I conjectured that there
mufi: b:ea kraal in the neighbourhood, and that
the herdfmen belonging to it had kindled the fire
for the purpofe of fecurity of their cattle agaih:fl
the attacks of wolves andtygers. This gave me
great pleafure, Having fallen afleep I did not

* M~ Vaillant's defcription of the courfe of this nver IS In-

accurate. It takes its rife in the Hahorornto Mountains, lying
'oppofite to the Snowy Mountains, and thence flows with many
Windings as far us the mountain Jacata, the higheR: within a
'compa~ 'of three hundred miles; whence it runs in a ftraight
dire'ctiol'! to the fea, M. Vaillant pretends to have made an
r.:xcurlion out of his way, for the purpofe of vifiting the Fiih-
river : but this' is not probable; for in that cafe he muf] not
only have travelled fix or eight days before he could reach it,
but he muft likewife have crolfed a large chain of mountalns,
in the "allies of which there are immenfe rnoraffcs. J~was Dot
the Fifh-river, therefore, that he faw, but the Sangue-river.

G . a~aP:
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awake till eight o'clock on the following morning,
when I immediately fet forward, and at noon
fafely arrived at the place where I had feen the
fire burning .the preceding night. Here I met
two young Caffres : who at firfl ran 'away, nor
would they ftop till Ihad called out to them: taba
ham, i. e. '~I am a friend." I endeavoured to
learn from them where the habitations of their
horde were fituated : and they fignified to me
that the kraal lay at no great difi:ance, immedi-
ately behind the n;ountain. The younger of them
accompanied me thither as a guide; and wh n
we arrived, he exclaimed, 0 ma bara tuko; 0 tna
ham tuko ! i. e. " A white friend, a white friend !"
011 which more than fifty perfons of both foxes
came running out 'of their huts towar ls me. An
old man, who yet remained atfome diftancc, held
out his hand towards me, and [lid Hoga/olllaytuko?
i. e. " Whence corncft thou, fl:iend?" I anfwered,
Bikagari Knatuore : i. e. " I am a Dutch deferrer."
My young guide was now ordered to conduct me
to the hut of the old man, where they Ipread out
a mat for me to fit down on. Old aud young
crouded round me, flared at me, laughed, and at
laft began to teafc me ; one puihing me with hi,'
finger, another pulling me by the hair, ::tiKI a
.third by the coat. This gave me forne un afincfs,
and I was at a 10[5 as to what I Ihould do to [jet

rid
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rid of them; at length I ihewed them my carabine,
but to no purpofe. 'The old man, however, ob-"
ferving that this treatment was difagreeable to
me, endeavoured to make me comprehend, that
they had no intention to infult or offend me,
and that it was merely from curiofity that they
l1andlccl me [0, as they had never before feen a
white man. My fears now vanifhed; and when
they again began to pull me by the hair I quickly
feized one of the young girls by the arm and kiffed
her; whereupon all the by-fran del's burft into a
loud, laugh. Several of them exclaimed, Naghaip-
ti,nagbaipti .' i.e. " That is pretty, that is pretty!"
,As for the girl, fhe lay quietly in my arms, and
feemed very well pleafed. When the old man
brought me fome melis and milk, this girl ran
and fetched me a veffel full of excellent goat's milk.
She had' told her mother that I had kiffed her,
which brought the old woman herfelf to the hut
where Iwas, and Iconcluded, from the fatisfaction
apparent in her countenance, that Ihe was pleafed
with me ; Ihe even offered me a hut, and expreffed
to me by figns her wifh, that I would remain

, there; and this fecmed Iikewife to be the wiih of
the old man. That I might not feern to reject
their kind offer with difdain, I anfwered, that I
fhould firfi make a journey through the country,
and then return, if their countrymen did not kill

G c me.
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me. This propofal was approved of; they ad-.
vifed me,' however, to avoid the roving hordes of
Tarnbukinians, who, for the fake of a trifling
booty, would not fcruple to rob and murder even
the natives of the country. It may not be impro-
per to remark here, that in the fequel Iexperi-
enced quite the contrary, and found other tribes
more rapacious than the Tambukinians. Iwas
very careful not to produce any of my money
here, left Ifhould excite their cupidity, and thus
expofe myfelf to the danger of being robbed. My
heart became even more and more opprefled with
anxiety, when' I reflected that I was now wander-
ing about among favage tribes, in continual danger
of being murdered, and that greater danger and
hardfhips yet awaited me than thofe to which I had
hitherto been expofed. I was ignorant of the
roads, underflood but very few words of the lan-
gua~e~and was unacquainted with the qualities of
hardly any of the roots and herbs growing in the
country. My cloaths were already in rags, and
others could not be obtained. My fmall frock of
gun-powder could not lafi .much longer; and
wlien it was expended how Ihould I be able to de-,
fend myfelf from the attacks of hoftile men and
ferocious animals! After pondering, for fome time
on thefe impending evils, I could fcarcely relifh.
any food, and my body became weak and emaci-

ated.
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sted. Convinced however that, unlefs I chafe to
remain among ,the Caffres, I muft purfue my jour-
ney; I fubmitted with refignation to the will of
Providence, and the agitation of my mind fub-
{ided.

Before I departed on the following morning, the
old man told me that, about lago oiup (i. e. accord.
ing to their mode of reckoning, fixteen full-moons)
before, he had feen in the ](01"0 Kbaia (Salt-moun-
tains) fome perfons who refembled me in colour,
and wore fimilar cloaths and hats. I enquired in
what direction thefe mountains lay, and he pointed
towards the eafl, where I faw a fmall chain of
mountains before me. The old man was likewifc
of opinion, that the rea, whence the white flran-
gers had come, was only about five days journey
diftant "from thefe mountains. On hearing this
intelligence, my defpondency immediately g~ve
way to joy; for I confidently hoped to meet with
[orne Europeans, in comp ny with whom 1 might
continue my journey. It may be neceffary here
to inform my readers, that whenever I Ipeak of
having converted with the Caffres, it is to be un-
derfiood in a limited fenfe l we only endeavoured
mutually to communicate our ideas fornetimes by
Angle words, bu~,frill more generally by figns and
pcftures. To reach that part of the country to

C 3, ''Vhi GIl
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which the old Caffre had pointed, I was under.
the I neceflity of goipg back half a day's journey,
for the purpofe of croiling the Fifh-river : and I
halted again at the fame place where I had Ilept
two nights before. In the morning I purfued my
journey in an oblique direction acrofs the chain of
mountains j but had innumerable obftacles and
difficulties to overcome-Expofed to the fcorch.
ing rays of the fun, Iwas obliged to climb from
rock to rock, in continual danger of tumbling
down headlong, and miferably perifhing in the
abyfs below, If I came to a place where the trees
might afford me fome fhelter, I was under the ne-
ceffity of forcing my way through the high reed,
grafs; and I )Vas continually difappointed in my
fearch for frefh water, Among the reed-grafs
indeed I fomctimes met with fmall pools, but the
water emitted a horrid ftench and fwarrned with

: infects. I therefore once fhot a gems-buck, and
refreihed myfelf with his blood. Ilikewife took
one of the haunches with me, but was obliged to
throw it away, as the fcent of it attracted the
wolves and tygers~

.At length on the third day, I defcended from
this ridge of mountains, and entered a fruitful
plain, where however I could 110t find any 'water
Of the m;my different kinds of trees that grew

here,
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here, one of them refernblcd an oak, and produced
a yellow 'fruit fimilar to fame of: our plums. I
eagerly devoured five or fix of them, the tafte of
which was at firft agreeable, but at length. [0 ex-
,ceedingly acerb, as to make my mouth bleed. I
took, however, a few of them in my pocket, to
"be ufed in cafes of extreme nccdTity; and having
roafted them on the coals, in the evening, I found
that they then tailed much better. In the interior
.of 'the country I afterwards met with many fuch
trees, but was mO.re cautious in eating their fruit;
which by rome is called obegma, and by others,
.bcyond Caffraria, ogbcybc-Being now quite ex-
haufted with thirft and fatigue, I began to look
around for fome wholcfome water, and whilft thus
employed, I efpied a large kraal: this gave me
incxpreflible joy, as I was fure to find water in its
neighbourhood, Accordingly I foon came to a
.fpring, and immediately lay down to quench niy

I

thirfi, Certain I am, that this water was more
delicious to my palate than is the moil coftly wines,
to that of the pamp.er IIepicure, did not intend
to enter the kra 1, partly becaufe I was afraid of
being ill-treated there, and partly bccaufe I wifhcd
to proceed with all poflible -"peJition towards
the place wher, t ie old Caflre had ken the Euro-
peans; but jufl :IS 1 was fettin, out, f veral young
women carne to th well to fetch water. The

4 moment
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moment they faw me, they threw down their
pitchers, fcreamed, and fled to the kraal. Having
filled my calebaih, 'I followed them, and when'
within a few yards of the neareft huts, I met about
twenty Caffres armed with club~ advancing to.
wards me: one of thefe demanded, to what nation
I belonged? upon which I poin ted towards the weft.
Th~ map then feized my carabine, which I fur-
rendered to him without refIHance; acquainting
hirn.Jiowever, by means of :flgris,that it was loaded:
He cautioufly laid hold' of it ,:"ith both hands,
pointing the muzzle up':V'al:ds; and giving me a
wink to follow him, he conducted me to a grafs,
plot in the centre of the kraal, where I fat down,
and foon faw myfelf furro~u~ded by- feveral hun.'
dred perfons. In the mean time my conductor ,
had walked offwith my carabine : I rofe up, looked
round, and not feeing him, begge,1 of the by.
flanders, by means of figns, to inform me whither,
he was gone. They Ihewcd me his hut, and en,
deavoured ro quiet my apprehenfions; whereupon
I refeatcd myfelf, and having requefted fom~ food,"
one o~ th.em immediately brought me a. c~ke ,'"

. • This cake is madc of a kind of millet called Myluova, .I:~
is pounded in the excavated trunk of a tree, and then boil t
with milk and water; the pafte thus prepared is laidi~ the fu~
to dry, and afterwards bal~cd on the coals. . ,

whicl
'.
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which was full of coals and afhes, and of an un-
pleafant tafie, but which my appetite being keen, l
ate greed~ly: Two Caffres now approached me;
. .
and ferne of the by-flanders intimating, by means
of a fignificant wink, that one of them was the
perf on wh~ had carried away my gun, I looked
earnefl:ly at him, which he perceiving, behaved in
a friendly manner towards me, and made me ferne
expreflive figns, from which I might conclude, that
he had only put my carabine in a place of fafety,
without jn'te~tion to' keep it. His' companion, a
man more advanced in years, but tall and robuft,
was frill more kind and confiderate. He advifed. . .

I

the by-flanders to give me fomething to drink, and
pot to fufler me to fit fo expofed to the rays of the
fun: At length he fignified to me by a motion of
pis club, to f llow him; and be conducted me to
fl bench in the fhade, behind his hut, where I fat
down, and partook of fame milk, which was pre-
rented to me by a young woman, in a v Ilel made
of an excavated piece of wood. When I had refled
and refrefhed myfclf, I fignified, that I wi:£hed to
proceed on my journey: whereupon my hofpita,
pIe holt ~ent the young woman' to fetch my
gun, with which Ihe returned without delay;
at the fame time a man ma~e his appearance, who

fomething of the Dutch language,
~e, whence I came, and whither I

was
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was going, &c. I told him, that I had come from
the 'Cape, and was going to that part of the globe,
from whence Ihips failed". My landlord fet up a
loud laugh on hearing the purpofe of my jo~r-
ney, and bid the interpreter to inform me, that I
could not traverfe the pofleflions of the other na-
tions, without expofing my life to the moil: immi-
nent danger; and ~at, therefore, -it would be
rnoft prudent to remain where Iwas fure to find
afliftance and fupport. The interpreter told me
further, that a [hort time before, a veflel had been
wrecked near the coafi, many people belonging. /

to which, had taken refuge in this diftrict, but, on
proceeding further, had been robbed and mur-
dured by the neighbouring nations. My landlord
fetched two fwords, a new piflol, and fome gold
coins out of his hut, which he had received from
thefe people". The French arms were engraved Ott

every

.. The fea being at no very confiderable difl:ance, they were
not unacquainted with {hips.
t Mort of thefe people dif'played their riches in a manner Co

inconfiderate and ill-judged, that their uffilffination was entirely
owing to this circumftance. A fhort time before my departure
from the Cape, two teamen were apprehended b the planters,
and imprifoned; they belonged to the (arne {hip, but could not
point out the place where ilte was wrecked. their account
all infurrection had had taken place 011 b the {pip, in

which
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everyone of thefe articles, and I regretted moil:
Iincerely, that I had not met with their former
owners. In order to afcertain the point, whether
the neighbouring difiricts were actually as barba,
rous as they had been dcfcribed, I determined to
fray here a few days longer, in order to collect au-
thentic information 011 that head. Being treated
with much kindnefs and refpect, and frequently
.invitcd to fray as long as I pleafed, I continued
here four weeks, before I fet out on my further
Journey. I had many opportunities of obferving
the manners and euftoms of this horde, but fhall
confine myf If to fuch particulars as have not been

correctly

which all the officers had loft: their lives; that thereupon the
j.nfurgel1ts had run the fhip on fhpre, fupplied themfclves with
mOlley and other valuable articles, and proc eded into the in-
tcr ior of die country; tbat for two months together the whole
troop had wandered from place to p]: ce , and had afterwards
been :ltknded by ;t great n um lie r of Africans, who had robbed
and ki llcd many of ther , fo that of the whole four men only
hall nurlc their efcape. Two of thefc afterwards died of their
woundn, and they being the only two furvivors, had journied
on in fcarch of the Cape. They pretended to have token no
fhare in the inturrecliou, and f r this rt'ai'nll to h:1\"C been leve-

I

ral rimes in <lallger of hein.~ murdered by their ferociou com-
rndcs. The French Conful caufed them to be conveved to the
j{]nnd ners are canfine~l, and rent tl.em afterwards
""here they y condemned to irnprifomnent for life,
er i'uJfcrcd death,
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corrcdly delineated 'by M. Vaillant. This gentle-
man pretends to have feen, that the women in Caf-
fraria fabricate earthen ware; an aflertion, which
Imuft flatly contradict In a tract of country, of
from fifteen to eighteen hundred miles in extent,
earthen-ware is an article utterly unknown. It is
manufactured at the Cape, and on the coafl of
Congo, but in the intermediate fpace, no fuch rna.
nufactory is to be found, Bafkets made of
twigs and rufhes, excavated trunks of trees, and
{hells of gourds fupply the place of earthen ware,
Vaillant frequently attributes to the tribes which
he pretends to have vifited, thjngs which they are
entirely ignorant of, and on the other hand takes
to himfelf the merit of having inftruded them in
matters, with which they have been acquainted for
ages. Thus he fiates with a deal of complacencrthe
wonderful imprefiions which a pair of bellows of
his conftruction made upon the Caffres j but the
truth is, that they actually made ufe of that
" more effential inftrument in metallurgy" at the
time, when the 'governor Van Stiel formed the
fettlement, which from him and a neighbouring
wood took the appellation of Stielen's bofeh •~ As
early as that period they knew how to make ham-

• La Vaillant calls this Iettlernent Stcllcm

me~s~
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mers, tongs, chains, :I1l1d the like articles; travelled
by caravans to the Cape, and exchanged their rna-
nufaceures fDrunwrought iron, kettles, brandy,
an~ bugles, In proportion as the Dutch planters
encreafed in number, and extended their planta-
tions, the Caffres were neceflitated to remove to a.
greater diftance from the Fifh-river , which formed
the boundary of their country; and being perfe-
cured by the planters as well as the Hottentots,
they relinquifhed not only trade and commerce,
but alfo moft.of their manufactories. Mr. Dulbach
of Batavia being afterwards appointed Governor of
the Cape, he concluded with the Caffres an arrni-
ftice for twenty years, on condition that they
fhould fend every year twelve young men to the
Cape, who were not to be treated as Ilaves, but as,
fervanrs of the Company ~ and at the end of the
year to be relieved by twelve others. 'The young
men acquired at the" Cape, not only a know
ledge of the Dutch idiom, but they alfo learned to
make a variety of ufeful infiruments and tools.
It will hardly be . fuppofed, that they fhould not,
11::lVe feen bellows at the Cape, or would not in-
troduce them in their native country! The ufual,
mode of forging iron has alfo been long known in,
Caffraria. '

In the year 1739, a Portugueze fhip being, ".'
wrecked
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, I
wrecked on the coaft, forty-three of the crew who
were faved, refided among the Caflres until 1743,
gave them the iron and feveral atticles, which
were on board the fhip, and inftr fred them' in
the art of forging Spanifh Ipears, feveral of which
are um preferved at the Cape. Yet thefe {pears
from their inconvenience, were foon converted
by the Caflres into javelins. Mofr of the hordes
which I have vifited, poflefled forges provided
with every neceflary implement, fuch as a flone
anvil, hammers broad on one fide, and on the
other -forrned like a chifel, tongs and other Iimi-
lar inftruments. In -Iieu of files, certain Ilones
are ufed, which anfwernearly the fame purpofe.
The huts of the Caflres refernble thofe of the Hot-
tentots, and are alfo covered with mats. M. Vail-
lant's aflertion, " That the Ca£fresdo not inter their
dead, but that they are tranfportcd from the
kraal by the family; anddcpofited in a ditch, whi-:
thcr fa age animals go, to feed at their leifure,"
I mufl: alfo contradict. They bury their dead
in feparate graves, and take.care that wild beafts do
not fcratch them out of the ground. Vaillant's
defcription of the arms, and drefs of this nation is
perfeCtly correct, but he is miflaken when he
fays, "That the Caffres have a king;" they have
no fuch chief, and his further a ~ tion, "that
the fovereign power is hereditary i the king's fa-

mily,"
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rnily /' is of courfe equally erroneous. At the
CLlPC, it is true, they are ufed to fay of any dirty,
filthy fellow, "That he may be the king of, Caf-
fraria ;" but this does not prove the real exifience
'of fuch a king,

About feventy years back, feveral kraals were
governed by one common chief, "who might per-
haps have been ftiled king. The laft of thefe po-
tentates was "called Pharao, and killed by the plan-
ters in the courfe of an incurfion into Caffraria -,
At-the time of Vaillant's travels th~re exifted but
few Caffres, acquainted even with the name of
Pharao, and not one was living, who had known
that King, a portrait of whom I L\W at Colonel
Gordon's, at the Cap '. Every horde has a chief;
this dignity, however, is not held by right of in-
heritance', but the rnofi: worthy and moft valiant
is elected to that ftation. I am alfo perfectly fatis-
Iied, that circumcifion is not in ufe among the
Caffres, So much for the correctnefs of Vaillant's
remarks; I fhal! hereafter add fame further obfer ....
vations on the manners, cufioms, and inftitutions
of that nation. The horde with whom I fo long
continued, contained fourteen thoufand fouls, and
three hundred and nineteen combatants, who in-
habited one hundred and twenty-feven hub. By
way of amufemcnt I ufcd to carry "wood into the

huts,



huts, [or which t received milk from the womeii;
The men bufy thernfelves but very little with houfe-
hokl affairs, procure no wood, do not attend the
tattle, nor take much notice of their children ; ,alI
this is left to the wife; who, in cafe of ficknefs,
requefts another woman of her family to fupply her
place. If the wife dies, her relation muft take
care of every thing, until the widower has chofen
another wife, in .return for which fhe inherits the
cattle which was the property of the deceafed. if
there are children, the hufband keeps the boys;
and the relations bring up the girls. During my
refidence in this kraal, I learnt the place where the
fhipwreclced Frenchmen met with their fate, and
was informed that their Ihip was lying at the dif-
tance of two days journey from this village. l re-
folved to. viiit the Ihip; mentioned this idea in the
courfe of converfation with the Caffre who con..
verfed with me mofl frequently; and requefted
him to accompany me thither. He did not re-
ject this propofal, but obferved, that if the Ihip
was lying off the eaftern coaft, it would be ex-
tremely difficult to carry my projeCt into execu-
tion, without being attacked, nay, murdered by
the wandering Muhorians, and that even fup-
pofing the Ihip Ihould lie in a convenient place,
yet we could make no ufe of her, and Ihould of
courfe reap but little benefit fl'01U our enterprize.

Still
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StiU I did not clefifr from my defign, and endea-
voured to render it more palatable to the Caffre,
by telling him, that 'we could at at leafr break off
the iron, which he might keep himfelf. H~ was
much pleafed with this offer, but endeavoured to
prevail upon feveral of his friends to join us in, the .
enterprize. He communicated his defign to the
mampa and other Caflres, who approved of it
unanimoufly, and at laft twenty-fcven men declared
themfelves ready to attend us on our journey,:
they 'were armed with javelins, and r took with
me my carabinc, and fome hammers and tongs,
and other implements, On the 27th of April we
put ourfelves in motion, and proceeded over the
.chain of mountains towards the fpot where it
was [aid the Ihip lay. Taking put little reft, we
reached in the evening the mountain towards the
fea-fide, kindled a fire and lay around it. In the
night my companions difcovered, at fome diftance,
a fire at the foot of the mountain; from the tone
in which they convcrfed on this difcovery, I pcr-
ceived that they were afraid of being attacked by
Tobbers. I endeavoured to fupport their fpirits,
and Rarted the idea that we might perhaps fin 1
people belonging to the Ihip. ,\Vc fet out at a very
early hour, and took our route towards the fire:
at a oonfiderable diftancc from it my companions
gre'\\.', mere lively, for the), faw 1c robbers, 'HIt

Ii Ctffn.:s
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Caffres before them. On our reaching 'the fire,
we found that they had alfo been at the Ihip, and
had brought away a confiderable quantity of irorr,
glafs-ware, [mall chefts, pieces of copper, and other
articles. They fhowed us the place where the
fhip was lying, and entreated us, on our journey

, "home, to pafs the night in their village. During the .
reft of our journey I could fcarcely keep up with
my companions, who were now full of fpirit and
:courage.We crofled a river, and arrived in the
evening at the wreck of the {hip: {he lay between
the Fifh-river and the river St. Lucie, in a bay
formed by the fea behind the mountain. She was
a brig, and her name, which I could difcern on her
.flern, wasSt. Wemburg. We found feveral bodies
-ln a {tate of putrefaction, and pierced through in

.. f~veralplaces, befides kettles, chefis, and alfo cot-
.tons and filks, which the fea-water had rendered
unfit for ufe. Iron being the moil: interefl:ing ob-
jeCt to my companions, theyendeavoured to draw
out of the timber as many nails, bolts, and' cramp-
. irons as they were able. I kindled a fire, and pre-
pared the fupper, which confifl:edof the meat which
we had brought with us. The fupper being ready,
I called my companions, and Ihowed them that I
had procured a tolerable quantity of iron without
much trouble, liy putting on the. fire boards and
beams ~hich contained bolts and nails, and being

coniumed
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, confumed by flames, the iron lay in a mafs on the
ground. Having witnefled this. operation, th~
Caffres ran to the Ihip, and fetched whole, beams,
two of which were generally fafien~d togetherwit~
flrong iron bars, and put them. on the fire. The
next morning the iron was picked up among the
;:tilMB, and by this means a largequantity of it col-
lecred. On fcarching the beach, we found in a
calk, covered with fand by the waves, Icventy
fire-locks, but which unfortunately were all fpoiled
by ruft. We put them in the fire to burn off the
~ood, and afterwards found;farther on the beach,
fame [words with the French arms engraved on
them. At noon every thing was ready for our
departure .but; as [orne of the Caffres pretended to
be worn out with fatigue, it was refo~vcd to take
fome repofe till the next morning. . Walking on
the beach 1 perceived a human body, which, al-
though in a fiate 'of putrefaction, retaine_d the

I, marks of two wounds, received in the breafr, and
was decorated with a badge of diitinction, pro-
bably the crofs of St. Louis. I manifeftcd a defire
to inter it ~my companions approved of my pro-
pofal, fetched four other dead bodies, and they were
all five depofited in a deep pit, dug out for that
purpofc, and covered with earth. The funeral be-
ing performed, my companions wafhed themfelves

II 2 about

,
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about twenty times 'with fea-water and afhes, and
did not eat a morfel the whole day; whether from
religious motives, or from a love of cleanlinefs, I
could not learn. In the evening a large fire was
again kindled; we lay down and fell afleep. Early
in the morning everyone, took up his load, and
we fet out on our march, confidering whether we
Ihould proceed toward the horde, who had invited
1,l8 to pafs the night with them, or Ilrike into our
former road; the majority inclining to the former
opinion, we took that route, reached the horde in'
good time, and met with a very kind reception.
We found there large Itores of the remains of, the
fhip's cargo and furniture, clothes, fhoes, whole
pieces of filks and cottons, Ieveral new fire-locks
and {words, two large coppers, faucepans, pots,
bottles, and a confiderablc fum of money. They
prefented us with fome of thcfe articles, cfpecially
with one, of the large copp rs, which, however ~
the four men, who carried it in the profecntion of
our way, were almoft neccffitated to abandon,
as it proved extremely troublefomo to them on
climbing up the mountains. We learned that th
crew of the fhip, after having remained here fame
time, fet out for the kingdom of Monomotapa, to
folicit the protection. of the Portuguezc govern-
ment of that country. Among the prefents which

fell
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fell to my fhare, I was happy to find a compafs,,
On our drawing nigh our kraal the next day, we
were met by women and children, who, on the
view of our booty, received us with as lively fhouts
of joy as though we had returned from the con-
queft of a kingdom; in the kraal we experienced
the fame reception. The fuccefsful iflue of this
enterprife raifed my character very high in the em-
marion of the horde; the women and children vied
with each other in fupplying me with good milk,
i nd my friends readily Ihared with me whatever
they had in their pofleflion ; they even appointed
me their deputy, or under ~mampa, as an induce-
ment to me to fettle ill their kraal, with the ad.
ditional offer of building, and furnifhing a hut for
my habitation. I declined their offer in a manner
which teemed to fatisfy them, promi6ng to return,
after having traverfed the neighbouring country,
to marry one of their girls, and to [pend with them
the remainder of my life. I found alfo other
means of conciliating' their friendfhip, A young
fat buffalo, for inftance, being killed in the hut
where I refided, I carefully collected the blood,
which they ufed to throwaway, cleaned the guts,
which they ufually put under ground,'*' minced

,~ Left wild bcafls fhould be attracted by the fmell,

H 3 the
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the meat, made black puddings, and boiled them
in the' copper which we had' brought with us.'
They very much relifhed this novel kind of
food, thanked '~e heartily for my having ac-

9.uainted them with the mode of prepa!ation, and
refolved to adopt it.

1

CHAP.
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. CHAP. IV. '

}fhe Author's Departure, from tb« friend~r Caffres to
purfue bis Journcy-Deftription ~f tbe Dangers and.
'Troubles w~ich be bad to encounter-s-He is-kindly
received by another Horde 0/ Gal/res, and aJ1tfls
tbcm againfi the T'amboukint-s-Boundaries oj Caf-
fraria and oj other neighbouring Parts-The Au-
thor being robbed ij bis E.ffills in another Kraal of
:Caffres; be recovers tbem by the Interptfition of tbe
Chirj, with the Exception of the Carabine, 'U'iJir/.l
had been broken ill Pieces by a Cafre-Account of
a Ja17lfltian Kraal, and of their Cf!lio11lsand M(ln~
ucrs,

ON the zoth of May I took my leave of this
good-natured people. I was prefented, with

roan aieat, and calebafhes full of milk, and re-
minded of my promife to return. Several
Caflres accompanied me as far as the mountain,
when I turned towards the north-edt, conHa,ntly
wandering on, rocks, until I reached a creek,
fOf11led by the Fifh-river, on whofe banks I took
fome repofe ; and then purfucd my journey, climb-
~ngatonetimeovermoulltains)andatotherswand~r-
fng through pleafant vales. The n xt day I reached

. a de-

c.
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a delightful plain, covered with fine reed-grafs, and
interfperfed with- fhrubs and trees, many of which
bore the yellow plums I have already.mentioned.
At lafc I came to another kraal, where I pafled the
night: they gave me milk and a piece of meat, but
fecured my carabine." 01) my letting out the next
morning, I was accompanied by a great many chil-
dren as far as a flat mountain, which' lay in my
road. This was rather a meafure of precaution
than a matter 'of curiofity, their fields lyi~l'; that
way; for on our pailing by a piece of land, fown
with Illdian corn, a ftalk of which I was going to
pluck up, they cried o.ut-gonorum dara pufy
kamd krujulJay (don't touch it, elfe you will be
fhot by my father). On the mountain, c lied by
. the Caflres Pfadoh, (Salt-hill), I found much £'11t-
petre. The foot of the mountain was wafhcd by
a fmall river, which branched in to two arms. The
laf] mentioned horde moil: probably obtain th ir
water at this place, which has a brackifh bile.
Whether this water is originally impregrutcd 'with
Ialt, or attracts {aline parts from the rocks over
which it flows, I am not able to determine. I
carne next to a thick wood, which I intended to

• This was a meafure of precaution, left my carabine fho uld
be handled by unfkilful or imprudent pcrfons, and ruifchicf
cnCtle.

,
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pafs, but was not able to effect my purpofe, though
in attempting it Iwas 'detained half a day. Ncar
this wood I fawa troop of about forty elephants.
I was much alarmed, being obliged to traverfe
the place which they occupied, but efcaped unhurt,
and pafled (he night clofe by the wood. I kindled
a large fire, but W1S neverthelefs much harafled
by wolves and lions, who approached very near
me, but had not the courage to attack me. This
wood was by' my calculation from twenty-one to
t\velity.eight miles in length, and confifted of
kakolay and rnonapacka-trees. The fruit of the
kakolay-trce refemblcs our wild chcfnuts, but the.
pulp is of a reddifh colour, and of a lour tafic,
The fruit of the rnonopacka-tree is a fpccies of
apple, the kernels of which are of the fize of a large •
vetch and fweet. Iwas now compelled to fray a
confidcrable time by the fire, as it was very late be.
fore the wild beafts withdrew into the forefl, and
I did not think it prudent to pais through them.
About noon a. tremendous frorm arofe, which I
confidcred as a joyful event in as much as it cooled
the air. I was not able to travel more than fix
miles, the road frequently being obflructcd by
Hagnant waters, which I was obliged to wade
through or to go round. 'Thefe were aIfo infefted
1>y wild animals which fallicd forth from the woods
to quench their thirft, The following night I was

, compelled
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compelled to be confl:antly on my guard, to keep
off their attacks, as I could not venture into t

foreft to fetch the neceiTary fire-wood. I there-
fore paffed this night without fleep, walked con-
ftantly to and fro, and ate fame meat, which was
not altogether untainted. At break of day IcrofTed
the ridge of rocky mountains, which lay before
mevand which run from weft to eafi. I met with
barren heights, unfruitful valleys, without fhrub
or trecs,and covered with long-reed grafs,fcorched
by the fun.' Wilq beafis abounded every where.
I' found large fupplies of rain water in the clefts
of the rocks. The following day I fired at a roe-
buck, but having wounded him but ilightly he
effeCtedhis efcape. I intended to pafs the night
'in a neighbouring kraal, but' UQt being -able to
reach it I fat down on a hill, and confidered whe-
ther I had better turn towards aother quarter or .
.purfue the fame road. Unable to fatisfy the
cravings of my ftomach I grew melancholy, but all
a. fudden was routed from my dejection by the
found of human voices.
I looked rou rd, and f w a pa,·ty of men ad-

vancing'towardsrnc; armed with clubs and ja elins,
Had I been lefs tor entcd with hunger, 1 Ihould
have endeavour d to efcapc from them; but now I
was glad to fee them approach me. At the diflancc
of ten paces they all halted; and one of them called

out
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out to me in the Caffrarian language: "What doft
ehou here?" I anfwered, that I was dying with
hunger. "Haft thou no food then," afked a
kconel. I replied that I had none. Who art
thou?" cried a third. 1.am a native of the weft,
our {hip has been wrecked on the coafi, "Vvhither:
(trt th01.1 gaing?" To my native country. Many
other quefiions were put to me, and in particular. '

I was aiked whether I had come alone? I anfwercd
them as well as I could, by means of lingle words
and figns, and then' ntreatcd them to give me forne
food. ' They ordered me to accompany them ;
but OIl my affuring them that I was fa fatigued
and weak as to' be unable to follow them: a (011-

fultation was held, in which one of then hid, that
J muft be compelled to go with rl ern ; another
propofed to kill me with th iTj:rvdillS; but this
was oppoied by a third, who h pp ricd to be of a
gentler and marc compaflia ate ifpofition. This
di.fc~ur£e terri' cd 'me exceedingly: at bit one of
them feized me by the arm, and gave me to' un-
derfiand, that I mull go 2101 g witl tl em. I
willingly followed them into a thicket, where they
halted and kindl xl a fire.. 0 e of them crave me, <

a piece of raw meat, which 1 broile on t I" coals :
others of them let me drink but f their water-
bottles. ,,vhell I lay d wn t Ileep, I placed my
" .
~napfack as a pillow, under rny head; bu t they

to k



108 TRAVELS IN THE

took it aw:l.Yfrom me, to examine its contents.
In it they found powder, balls, a knife, a pair of
fciihrs, and two fhirts: the knife and fciffars thcy
kept, but the other articles were reflored to me.
I had luckily fewed my money into my waiftcoat,
and thus preferved it. I Ilept foundly, but was
awaked very early ill the morning, and ordered to
follow them. They travelled in a north-eafl di,
rcdion, and with [0 much fpeed, that I was con-
ftantly at fame diftance behind them; one of
them therefore threatened me with his club, and
towards evening another even ftruck me feveral
times acrofs the fhoulders; and threatened to re-
peat this chaftifernent if I did not make marc hafle •
.I felt much pain from the blows; and the blood
likewife began to. run out of my fhoes v , for we
were obliged to climb over rocks, and to force a
paffage through bullies and high reed-grafs. It
was almoH:dark before we arrived at the kraal;
where they took me to a hut and gaye me forne
milk, and cakes made of Indian corn. I did not
yet know, whether I vY:lS among Caffres or rob.
bers : but fufpccred the latter, as I had never be-
fore been treated with fuch rigour by other hordes
of Cafires. I now recollected that at fcvcral of

• My {hoes confuted only of a piece of raw hide cut from :1

buffalo, and fitted to the foot whilit wet.
the
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the kraals which 1had vifited, they had cautioned
me to beware of falling into the hands of the Mu-
hotians , and, believing that I W~lSnow a prifoner
to there [wages, Igave rnyfclf up for loft. Hence
though much fatigued, I was unable to fleep all
night; often flarting at the flighteft noife in the
hut, and expecting every mor ent to be murderc .
Towards the dawn of day, I entertained lome'
thoughts of attempting to make my efcape, as
my guards were yet flit aflcep, and I heard no
human voice on the outfidc of the hut; but, on
maturer confideration, I refolved to remain there,
and patiently to await the event, rather than to run
the rifk of being detected in my flight and retaken :
befides, they had had the precaution to carry my
bundle and carabine to another hut; I, therefore,
laid myfclf down again on the mat, and 'ell ailccp.
I fhould probably have flcpt a long time, bd I
not been awakened by a )'oun~; ,VOl1l:l11 ,dh~
brought me fome milk and cakes. There bcir.g
now no one in the hut except her an d myfelf, i
~ntered into COJ1vt'd~ ion with her, and aU..cd 1 er
the foll-owing qucfiions : Art thou :1 Caflr ? ihc
anfwercd, yes. Whither are the people hel()l1~in~
to this hut gone? H I Jo not know." \V1H'H \\. i1
they return? "I do not know." I, too, with to
be gone; give me my gUll and n~.' bundle. "Thou
,H!ufinet go' my father has cirri d thy gun to

ano her
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,-nother hut." But why fhould I remain here?
" Becaufe thou art fo beautifully white." Thy
father will probably kill me, and eat my flefh i
" We have plenty of buffaloes; however, I do not
know whether thy fleih may not likewife be eaten."
Shenow left me, and faftened the door on the out-
fide; I was therefore frill uncertain what fate
awaited me here, but believed that I Ihouldeither
be killed privately, or immolated in public on fome
day of feftivity. Full of fuch gloomy forebodings,
I again rcfigned myfelf to fleep, In the mean time
the men belonging to the hut had returned, and '
being informed by the girl of the quefl:ions I had
afked her, one of them feized me by the feet and
Ihook me violently; but even before this had
fully awaked 'me, I involuntarily fcreamed out
aloud; for I had at that moment been dreaming
that my enemies were goiI1g to Ilaughter me. All
the by-flariders laughed at my terror, and one of
.them affuming an air of great fictccnefs and fe-
'verity, ordered me to rife 'and pull 0fF my cloaths,
as he wasrcfolvcd to kill'me immediately. I
flowly raifcd myfelf up, fixing my eyes on the man
who had thus threatened me ; but initead of being
infulted or ill-treated by him, 1 received from him
a piece of roafled meat, and fome milk from the
young woman. He then affured me, that ,I need
not' be under any apprehenfions of being killed, a'S

hiS'

t. .
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his countrymen were not accuftomed to eat human
'Hdh. The hut being full of fmoke, we adjourned
to a grafs-plot in its front, and there having feated
ourfelves in a ring, Iwas obliged to communicate
to them an account of my adventures; which I
'did more by means of figns and gefiures than by
words. The man who, during, the preceding

, day's journey, had given me fome blows, now ex-
prcflcd much kindncfs towards me, and faid:
" Stay here with us, none of. us will hurt thee;
for we are Caffres, who kill their enemies indeed,
but protect the {hanger who takes ref!lge among
them: fray hera, we will protect thee, and will
provide for thee: do not iC:lY::; us, for if thou '
fhouldeft happen to fall into-the hands of thofe
cruel robbers the Muhotians, they will certainly
murder thce.: But fhouldefl thou not like to re-
main always with us, yet wait, at Ie fi, till goka

, makkab (a. full-moon) is palt, for then the robbers
will leave the tract of country through which thou
art going 10 travel." I now began to breathe
more freely, and l""h J1)' accept their friendly
offer.

During my fray at tl is kraal, I endeavoured to
tender myfelf ufeful and agreeai le to my kind en-
.tertainers, by partaking in th ir labours, carrying
wood to their hut, accompar.) ing them to the

chace.
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chace, and making various trifling articles which '
were well received. Every four days a partyof
twelve men fet out from the kraal, to range through
the country to the diftance of from fix to nine
EnglHh miles, in order to lie inwait for the rob.
bers, in cafe' they fhould attempt to Ileal any of
their cattle. If they meet with no robbers, they
go in purfuit of the wild bcafts, that they may not:
return home without fome prey. About a fort-
night after my arrival, the mampa, who had be-
fore returned me my carabine, fent me out with
'One of thefc fcouring-parties ; and I had the good
fortune to render fome fervice to my hofpitablc ..I
friends. vVe directed' our courfe towards the ~
fouth-ea.ll, where tlioll of the cattle were feeding,
and had p;dfed through a wood wl~ich was a mile
in length, when we :ClW, as we emerged out of it,
feveral men advancing towards us. My companions A
immediately knew them to be Ta.~bouki robbers, (~
who would probably attack us. They accordingly
exhorted me to fight with the fame determined
bravery as they fhould, that fo we might not be
overcome by thcfc [ava~es. My carabine was al-
ready, loaded;' but, in my hurry, I put into it
eight 'nugs more, and fired among our enemies,
as fOOI~ as they approached within gun-:fhot. They I

halted; and I immediately loaded and fired at
them again; whereupon they fled with precipita-

tion,
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Han, leaviqg two of their wounded companions
behind. Thefe prifoners we took with us to the
kraal; and though they were the moil: inveterate
foes of the .Caflres, they were not treated with
cruelty; When their wounds were healed; they
were employed as Haves to carry wood and water.'
'_Th~s action procured me much honour and dif-
tinCtion among my new fri ends, who endea oured
by every means in th' ir power to render my
abode as agreeahle as pofliblc. This kraal con-
tained four hundred and ninety-three inhabitants;
among whom there were one hundred fixty men
capable of bearing an s. It is the laftin Caffraria
proper, on the north eait fide, and, lies at the dit..
ranee of about one clay's journey from the border~
of the country inhabited by the Jamatians. The
Jamatians, indeed, call themfelves Caflres alfo, but
they arc not acknowledged as fuch by the Caffrcs
'pnipcrly fa called, from whom they differ in
inany refpccts.

This being the proper place, I {hall here intro ..
duce tome farther' atcount of the manners, cuf-
toms, ami the laws of the .Caffrcs, properly fo
called. All that tract of country which, on the
maps of Arica, is Jcfignat.:!d by the general ~ame of
Caffraria, fhould be divided into five parts accord-
ing to the five nations which inhabit it. Thcfe

1 1 ations
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nations, indeed, change their places of refidence
every year: but they take care that no one ifall en-
croach upon the territories of another. The fouth-
ern Caffres, or thofe properly fo called, inhabit the
trace of land from Brugchoogtc to the Turnbo,
ver, about 140 miles in length, and between 50

and 60 in breadth, from the tea to the kingdom
of Biri. But 'as many other nations pretend to be
Caffres, or are confidered as fuch by travellers, we
muft not be furprized that thefc latter have given
fuch various accounts of the' extent of the coun-
try called Caffraria. Within that tract of land
which extends in length from fouth to 11 rth
two hundred miles, from the 'I'umbo-rivcr to the
Franzis-river, and from eighty-fix to one hundred
miles in breadth, dwell the following nations:-
1. The Jarnatians, whofe territory borders on that
of the fouihern or pr )per Callres, lying to the
fouth-eaft. !2. The Muhotians, bounded on the
fouth by Caflraria Proper, and to the caft by the
Jamatians. 3. The Kamtorrians, whofe territory
forms a triangle, and borders fouthward that of
the Muhotians, and wcflward on the kingdom of
Biri, 4. The Biriar s, in the kingdom of Biri ;
thefe arc fubdividcd iut three t r ibcs, viz. the Bi-
rians, properly fo called ; the C ohavans, who mi-

• I

grated thither from a country Iituatcd far-'
ther fouthward , and the Tamb -ukis. 5. TIl\:

.Kaminrukis,
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[ Kaminrukis, 'if< a patient race of men, who are
greatly.oppreffed by their neighbours. 6. The
Monikans, in the kingdom of Monika; who are
powerful and vcry numerous; their territory bor-
ders to the fouth on the kingdom of Biri, and to
the eaft on a country yet unknown. 7. The
Jamampaus; who fubfifi by plundering their
neighbours, on which account they were expel-
led from Monomotapa. The name Jamampau
'fignifies a robber. 8. The Inharnbans, inhabiting a
fmall kingdom fituatcd on the river of the fame
hame- 'TIt y have permitted the Huyjamins to
fettle among them: thefe Huyjarnins formerly
dwelt in a fertile tract of 'Country on the Aroc,
whence they were expelled by the Batanzans,
[).The inhabitants of the kingdom of Sabla, 10.

The inhabitants of the kingdom of Sofala. I I.

The Inharnois. 12. The Inhamafibas. Thefc four
laft-mentioncd nations have formed a defcnfivc

.. I am I'urpril,e(l that M. Vaillant fhould pretend to have
been in the country of the Karninrukis, as it lies about two
hundred miles diflunt from hi, route. Admitting that
lie JI1~y have occaiionally made ex urti ns from his cnra-
vun , ytC it is hardly potfible that during any of rhcfe he
could hay' jlt'1\ttrat~d 10 far. This nation is not llU"lerou~.
conlilling only of a buur three thoufand iouls. TI ey arc much
llate::J by the 10Ul11 'I'll Callrcs, who are hoflile to them on
every occaiion,

I z league
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league againfr their common enemies, and carry
on a continual war with the king of Monomo-
topa, who is endeavouring to fubje.cr them again
to his dominion. 13. The kingdom of Chicaro,
which is ~rJlabited by the four nations that were
formerly governed by kings of their own, viz.
The Machubis, a warlike race; the Chainuquos,
who fubfifr by pafturage; the Matinapis, who
were expelled from the kingdom of Butua, for re-

- fufing to pay tribute, and even attempting to kill
the king; and the Monglas, who are a gentle but
a brave race of men. Their king having fold
numbers of his fubjects as naves to the French,

.~an infurrection was the confequence, in which the, .
king loft his life. Among the above enumerated
nations there are befides feveral frnaller tribes,
who fometimes are difiinguifhed by a flight va-
riation of manners and cuftoms, but who yet on the
whole conform to thofe of the more powerful
nation, in whofe territory they a e fettled.-All
the above-i entioncd nations arc by fome travel-
lers and geograph~rs comprehended under the
general name of Caffrcs ; to which others add,
even the Monomotopans, thus making Caffraria.
extend as far as the river Chireyra. Other divi-
fions hav~ likewife been made, and other bounda ..
ries given; but by moil of the inh~bitants of the
countries through which I travelled, the above-

mentioned
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mentioned nations are held to be Caffres in the
more extended fenfe of thedenomination,

The country upon the, whole is fruitful, al-
though there are many mountains and morafles ;
and were it better cultivated, few, tracts in ,En-
rope would exceed it in fertility. The places, for
[nltancc, where nothing now grows exc~pt reed-
graf.e;,might be made to produce the bcli wheat.
There is no want of minerals, but 1)0 ad antage is
derived from them, the natives being deflitute of
the rcquifite knowledge for digging and fmelting
the ore. There is an abundance of \....ild and
tame arnimals, as likewife of various h~rbs and
fruits, which are yet but little known in other
countries.

The reader has already been informed, that the
country commonly called Caffraria, iii inhabited by

- Ieveral nations. In this place I Ihall only giye an
account of the mode of life, manners, and cuf-
toms of that particular nation, of which I acquired
{() accurate a knowledge, and from whicl the
whole country derives its name, viz. the Southern
Caffres. The Callres acknowledge a Supr me Be-
ing, and likewife worfhip the fun and moon;
but they have neither tc pk nor priefls, Eery
(lne is at full liberty to worfhip the Divinity in his

13 own
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own- way, and according to his own ideas: the
oldefi perfons of each family infiruG: the children;
as, for inflance, the grandfather he boys, and tlie
grandmother the girls. . The cloathing of the Caf-
fres refembles that of the Hottentots: they wear
a ihort apron round their waiit, and on their
fhouldcrs a. fort of cloak made of a Ihcep's-fkin.
The long thick hair of the men is plaited, and
bound with a cloth into a tuft on the top of .the
head. The women likewife form their hair into
braids, which hang down over their Ihoulders.

The 'chief perf on of each kraal is called the
mamp, , a id he fettles all trifling difputes : but oil
matters of great importance, all the men of the
kraal decide : thus for infiance, they :1.djnd!!c the
punilhmcnt for t e crime of adultcry j , and her
it may be obferved, that the adulterefs is punifhcd
with the greateft feverity, whilft the adulterer,
meets with a campara ively mild treatment. The
men too are allowed to have more than one wif '.

IJi war they behave witJl grcat bravery, feldorn
giving-way except when overpowered by fupcrior
force and numbers. They arc fond of war, and
therefore often commit unprovoked a:ts of hoftllity
l;.r.linfr their neighbours., Their weapons confife
of lances and clubs. When in the year 170') they

were
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were opprcfled 1 y the Dutch colonifl:s, they alone
raifed an army 'of forty thoufand men; and if the
other nations, ll'fnne1ythofe from the borders of
the Dutch colonies to the kingdom of Biri, had
fent their auxiliary troops with more difpatch, an
army of from eighty to ninety-thoufand men
might have been brought into the field againfl: the
Dutch: . and Cape-town would not have been
able to .hold out againfi their irrefiftible attack.
}701" the purpofe of conveying intelligence with
the greatcft dilpatch to the difpcrfcd hordes when
a war breaks out, the horde neareft the borders
of the enemy's country erects on an eminence the
1n.ink of a certain tree," deprived of its branches
and bark, which, having frncared it all over with
tallow, they fet it on fire. On feeing this fignal,
the warriors of the other kraals haften to the aflift-
ancc of their countrymen.

The Caffrcs arc extremely fond of finging and
dancing, and other feftivc fports; and therefore
frequently indulge in feails and merry-makings;
cfpccially when the nights are clear and the moon
:!hines bright; for while the fun continues to

• This tree bears fruit rcfembling our goofebcrries. It like-
wife produces a kind of greenilh wax, which is much foua;ht
:uter by the Dutch cclonitts, who make candles of~.

I 4 fhine
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fhine they abftain from dancing and gambling,
Ieft they fhould thereby give offence to that divine
luminary. When they have g"cl.ineda victory
over their enemies, when they have defiroycd a
ferocious beafl of prey, or when they elect a
mampa, they never fail to celebrate a fefrival.

To point out the time when a fefrival is to be
celebrated, the mampa fticks fome branches of
the palm on the top of his hut. The young men
who are not yet capable of bearing arms are not
allowed to ailifi at the celebration of fome parti-
cular feftivals; nor are the children permitted to
be prefent while the parents dance. Time is here
computed by days, moons, and years; ten lunar
months making one year:

Though among the Caffres the women are not
held iN.much efiimation, but are even confider d
as little better than Ilaves-; yet certain rights and
'privileges are fecured to them by the cuilom of
the country. When a woman is delivered of a
child, her hufband is not allowed to enter the hut
where fhe lies-in till the end of three days: if
file be delivered of a fan, the hufband uft give
an entertainment; but if Ihe brings f irth a daugh-
ter, ~e mufi furnifh the fcafi herfelf. To fuch
feafts, however, the nearefl relatives only are in-

vited.

,
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:vited.-In-each kraal certain 'huts are fet apart for
the women to be delivered in, which no man is
allowed to approach, In fome hordes each family
poffdfes fuch 'a lying-in hut. Under certain reiiric-
tions they have the liberty. to fue for a divorce;
.in this reipect, however, the hufbands have much
'marc in their power than their wives. The wife
is obliged to cohabit with the huiband as long as
he pleafes; if however fhe peremptorily infill~
upon being parted from him, her, requefl is com-
plied with, but fhe is forced to leave the kraal
'The law prohibits the hufband f am firiking
his wife ; in this point then the Caffrefs hath
greatly the advantage of the more polifhed Eu-
ropean dame, whom Ihc views with drtdain-
ful contempt. A Caffre who beats his wife
would be dcfpifed by everyone, and confidered
an unworthy member of the kraal. Du~ing my
~nayamong this people, I never once knew a man
quarrel with his wife, or treat her with opprobri-
pus language; for they regularly, and in the heft
manner they are able, 'perform the bufincfs and
duties which cuitom has refpeCt.ivelyallotted them.
If the hufband become fick, one of his relations
undertakes the m::magcment of his affairs; if the
wife f 11 Iick, 0 c of her female r lations is in like-
manner obliged to affifi her. J nnw return to the
journal ~fmr travels,

Having
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Having tarried fix- weeks with this horde"
where I acquired much ufeful information, how
and in what direction I might, with the greateft
1:tfety purfue my journey, I at lal] left the kraal

I' <)J1 the 1 Ith of July, and turned to the eaft, though
contrary to the advice of my friends the Caffres.
1 hoped that by that route I fhould be able to
reach Egypt. HIving travelled all day over
ground which was tolerably cafy to pafs, without
ic~ing any kraal or human being, in the evening
I afcended a woody ridge of mountains, and re-
folved to halt there for the night. In this part of
the country there are a great number of gcms-
bucks: whole flocks of them approached the fire
at which I lay; and Ihad the good fortune to kill
one of them with the butt-end of my gun. This
carcafe afforded me an excellent meal. Water I
found in abundance'; in fome of the valleys I was
obliged to wade through it up to my knees. On
the following day at noon, I left the ridge of
mountains in my rear, and entered upon a beau-
tiful plain, above two miles in length, through
which flowed a river teven feet broad. The water
was fomcwhat brackifh, but not to fuch a degree
as to render it undrinkable. On account of the
great heat I tarried here [orne hours, and bathed
in the river. Towards evening, I had reached the
end of the plain, and efpicd huts at fome diflance :

. but



INTEr,loR OF AfRICA. 123

but it was impoflible for me to reach them before
Illg-ht. I therefore fcated rnyfelf in the gra{s, and
rcfolving to pais the night here, by down on my
hundJe. I had lain about an hour, when I felt
{(llnething Ieizc me by the feet: I had placed my
carahinc between my legs, and by W:ly of precau-
tion, held the iling in my hand; I therefore in-
{lantly pulled it up and drew the trigger. I now
fl:arted up, and :C1W four men, who terr-ified by the
cxplofion , had retired to fome di£1:ance. Obierving
that they would not again approach me, I called to
them in the Caffrarian language: '\Vhat would
yOll have of me ?'-Whercupon they alked me;
"'Nhy art tnou come into our country, and-
whencc corncft thou ?"-I :lp;ain qucflioned them: .
, Are yc Caflres ?'-They anfwercd, "YC8."-' If
then yc are of as kind and hofpitablc ditpofition as
your countrymen, tell r c, may I go to lac gc aU
night at ')rour kraal, without bei!\g" made it pri-
foner f' " 'VI[e l"1Ui1: {j rft be in formed who thou
art;" -:mfwcrcd they, and were going a 'f:1.y._' I
am a native of the Well Country, and am return-
111g to my own country.' -" Follo v us," cried
they; "but, firlt gi c' us the lfl,;·rr)'l/r.'ma" (the
])lurdcrous-thing),-I furrcndercd my car: bine to
1hem, and fol owe I them. They broug"lt me to
a hut, in which a fic old man lay, whom I {up-
pofed to be their chief. After they 11d f1 oken to

him,
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, him, they fhewed me a buffalo's hide near tile
door of the hut, on which I lay down, and fOOD

began to, indulge in no very pleafing reflection
on my prefent fituation , for I,apprehended they
would murder me for the fake of my bundle.-
However, Ilcep at length overpowered me, and I
Ilept foundly till the morning. An old ,woman
then brought forne milk and rnc1is for the fick
man. I addreffed her in the Caflrarian language:
but though fhe earnefily looked at me, file wen t
out again without making me any anfwer. An.
hour after, the man who had brought me to the
hut on the preceding evening came in. I begged
of him to give me forne milk : but he defired me
to have patience, converfed a {hart-time with the
~ld man, and then left us. I now approached the
fick man; and repeated my requeft to him: but ,
fly ...hat I would, he only ihook his head, and
anfwered not a word. Inow took: up my bundle,
and went to the adjoining hut, where 1 begged of
a man whom I found ftanding at the door, to give
me fome foed and milk; but he referred me to
his wife, whom I could not find. I then placed
myfelf in front of the Iick man's hut, hoping to
fee the perfon who firft took 111y carabine from
me; and requefted every one that paired by, to
fh w me his hut: but received no anfwcr. In a
ih9rt time a great crowd of people aflembled about

me,

I
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me, and fome of them took my bundle from me ;
I remonflrated as loudly as I could': but in vain~
Finding my entreaties difregarded, I feized 'the
man by the hair who held my bundle; but was
obliged to let go my hold, being attacked on every
:fide. I exclaimed againfi them with great voci-
feration: but that only ferved to increafe the
mirth of the by-Itanders. In fear of my life, I ex.
pected every moment to receive the death-blow,
when a man haftened up to us, with a club in his
hand, which he applied as freely to my aflailants as
to me, and at lafi thrufi me into the hut with a
degree of violence which took away my fenfes,
I foon recoveredy.but fiill received no food; I was
under' confiant apprehenfion of being murdered.
The patient grew angry, and talked a good deal,
of which, however, I did not underftand a word;
at length the old woman Ihave already mentioned,
brought fame milk and a frick of fugar, put it
down and went away; although I'did not know
for whom thcfe articles of food were intended, I
•helped myfclf wit1 out hefitation, and inflantly de.
voured them.

At noon, three of thofe men who had carried
me into the, kraal enter d the hut .. One of them
was the mall who had taken away my carabine; J
entreated him to bring it to InC, as I intended to

purfue
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purfue my journey, and alfo mentioned that Ihad
been robbed of my bundle. \Vithout giving any
anfwer, he went away and foon returned, attended
by the man who had cudgelled and thrufl me intc .
the hut. At the clofe of a long convcrfation, in
an idiom which I did not undcrftand, they at l"ft
informed me in the language of the Caffres, that
my effects fhould be returned. Some told me
that he who had beaten me was the caujata (vice
Of deputy chieftain), and that to him I was in-

, debted for my life; for having witnefled the ill-
ufage I experienced, he had haftened up to us to
fettle the difference; the by -flanders, they added,
had no intention to keep my bundle, but were
only defirous to fee what articles it contained.
My deliverer endeavoured to prevail upon me to
remain longer with them, andpromifed to fL''cch
the effects of which I had been robbed, which pro-
mife he inflantly performed. ~ry carabine and
knapfack being alfo returned, he dcfircd me iinme-
Jiately to examii c into the cant nts of the latter,
and fee whether any thing W'aS miffing. On 11~T

affuring him that Ilotllint~ was wanting, he faid,
" 'VeIl, you may now go whither you plcafe, but
if you plcafe to {br, you may live in my hut:
fhould you go towards the quarter where the fun
rifes, you will fiJ cl live more kraals of our friends;
if any of them fcurrh your 1 undle, never -£ ar,

you



INTERIOR OF AFRICA •

. 'YOU will not be robbed. Stay in my hut till you
go) I will {how rou the way." The evening was
fpent in the mofl plcafant manner; a number of
people aflembled round our, hut, placed the chief
in the midli of them, and went in proceflion to a
field before the kraal, where a large fire was
kindled, and the comp:ll1y fang and danced. This
entertainment lafled three hours; they then fe-,.
para ted, after having prcvioufly conducted the
caujata into his hut, which everyone prefent de-
corated with a bough. This fefiival is celebrated
at every full moon, if the moon be not covered
with clouds; it is called mikapbilan (God's-day),
but if it be overcafl:, the whole kraal grieves, from
a fuppofition that the Divinity is difpleafcd. They
draw the fame conclufion ,v ith refpecl: to the fun,
whom they alia worfhip , if he rifcs overfpread :
with clouds, they fay, that the nation over which
he flands, has made him :lllbry; if at noon, 'when
rhe fun frands over them, the clouds dilperfe, they
rejoice in the idea that they have appoafed his wraql
by good a :tiOll';, and celebrate a. fdtival; but it'
the contrary happen , aud the fun which rote
in fpkndour be overhung with clouds at noon,
they mourn, and aflemble to try and punifh thofi;
who have olTeu(kd againfr the law; if in this cafe
the fky brightClls, th judge is deemed to have
:;1.c1c~right and fair j but if a fiorm fucceed, they

conclud
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conclude that he has pronounced an unjuft fen..
tence, and theyafk pardon of the punifhed.

Being taken in in the night with fevere pains i.il
my bowels, I arofe to go out of the hut, but
tumbled over my hoft, who fet up a dreadful
fcrearn. .On my afking his pardon, and acquaint-
ing him with.my indifpofition, he grew calm, arofe,
kindled a fire, brought fame dry leaves, which he
dire fred me to chew, and led me out of the-hut ;.
4 violent' vomiting enfued, and the pains abated.
The next morning I purfued my journey, attended
by my hoft, who Ihowed me the way, and gave
me [orne more of the above dry leaves, which did
me much good: until noon my road was good"
and lay through a wood, where 1 found large
quantities of yellow plums and apples. I reached
afterwards an arm of the river Tumba or Tarnbu,
whichby the natives is called Mh-kyJab; it abounded
withfiili,a number of which I caughtwith my hand ~
kindled a fire toroait them, and made an excellent
meal, On my left hand I perceived fcveral huts,
but being neither in want of food 1 or drir k, I
avoided them and turned a little to the north-caft.

, \

About the fall of night I faw thirty huts before
me, walked towards them, and niet a young wo-
man, whom I addrefled in the language of the
Caffies. She looked at me, but returned no an=

fwer e



INTERIOR OF AFRICA.

{we'!",: I made a figrt that I was thirfly, and Ihe
pointed, in reply, to the river from-whence I came.'
On my exprefling further by figns., that Iwiihed
to Ilcep in a hut, {he pointed to the grafs on which
we Ilood. I then offered to go with her, but Ihe
pufhed me back; I ~herefore let her go before, me,
and followed: at the firfi hut I came to, I faw
thirty men armed with clubs, whom I alked
whether they intended to kill me? "Yes, they an-
Iwercd, if Iwas a robber." I told them that I was
not; they drew near, viewed my firelock, took
my bundle from my back, and examined it. One
took my axe, another' my firc1ock, and the whole
party withdrew: Icollected the things which they
had fcattcred about, went to the firfr hut, and en-
quired after the caujata. Inftead of an anfwcr, I
received two blows w-ith a club from a young man,
who rufhed out of the hut and thrufl: me ay. I
went to a fecond hut, and met with the fame re-
ception: night coming on, I was neceffitated to
quit the kraal, where inflead of hofpitality, I met
with ill-treatment, and to lay down on the grafs.
Unable to flecp, I confidered in wl at manner I
fhould a8: to recover my fireloc - a d axe: at break
of day I faw three men corning out of the kraal;
I rhougbt they were in fearch of me, arofc, wa ked
up to them, and addrefled them in th mofl:refpect-
fuJ manner, and entreated that they would pro-

K cure
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cure me my axe and firelock, and thus enable me
to purfue my journey. They afkecl me f\olTi
whence I came, and whither I was going? Hav-
ing heard my anfwer , they 'went back to the kraal,
and I lay down on the grafs in expectation of
the event; but as none of them returned, I tO,ok
courage, and went to the kraal, to Ieek for my axe
and carabine. At the very entrance of the village
I law the men wit'h whom I had converfed before;
they threatened me 'with their clubs, but I pcriifted
in my demand, drew my cutlafs, and went :flraight
up to the huts. They retreated, but at the fame
time called out-bokalotago holbmaboo (i(you enter
ourhuts, we will kill you,on theIpot}; I took no
notice of their threats, and advanced with intrc-
pipity and Ipirit. But it {huck me that it would
be more prudent to apply to the chief, and I went
immediately to the fourth hut, which was deco-
rated with boughs, and thereby difl:inguiihed as the
refidence of the chieftain. I haftcned up to it, for
I was followed by a whole troop of armed men,
and expofed to the utmofr danger: on my arrival
at the hut, the chief Iallied forth, -holding a large
dub in his hand. I entreated his affiibmce· and
protection againft 1 is comrades, who threatened
to kill me, becaufe I demanded my property, of
which they had robbed me the preceding evening.
He liftcned with the utmof] attention, conducted

me
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Ime to the hut, and pointed to the grafs on which I
was to fit down. Having done fo, I was afked by
him, " from whence I came, and whither. I was
going?" I anfwered him, and particularly ac-
quainted him that I had already fpent fix months
among his countrymen, had hitherto met with
a kind reception, and no where with ill treatment,
but in his kraal. I ihould not have come here at
all, I added, but that the neighbouring chiefs had
aflurcd me, that here alfo I Ihould receive protec-
tion. This fpecch had its effecr; he anfwered,
" Here too thou fhalt be fafe; thy eflects {hall be
reflored ; fray here, I will go and fetch them." He
faid a, few words to the by ·itat ders, which I did
not underftand, and w nt away: in a fhort time
after he brought me the axe and the flock of
the firelock, b It the barrel of which was already
broken In pieces, to C nvert into haflagays. I was
happy ill having recovered my axe, but com-
plained t hi n tha the gun was render d uft lefs,
by its barrel bei g broken. I e fent for the man
who had taken it, talked with him, and was
about to ftrike him with his club; but I fprung up
from the ground, embraced the chieftain, and en-
treated him not to hurt the poor fellow. I fuc-
ceeded in allaying his paflion, and he laid down his
dub: Lwas obliged to -dort to this In ans of
~ondliating the friendfhip of the bv- and rs, left

K l they
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fhould way-lay me on my departure. Having
eaten fome more plums and milk, I quitted that
.odious kraal, attended by the chieftain, who fhowed
me the right road. I~ th€ evening I reached the
river Tambu, and perceived kraals both on my
tight and left: though my frock of provifions was
very fcanty, confiJling only of f~me meat and
plums, yet I did pot venture to vilit them, but lay
down on the bank of the river, where I felled a
tree to ferve me as a raft for croiling the river.
The next morning Ieffected my paffage, and began
to fifh , but could not catch any thing except fame
mufcles which I broiled on coals and made a good
meal. Before me lay a plain, chequered with fand
and reed-grafs; I took my road acrofs it, as I wifhed
to avoid the huts, which I perceived on the chain
of mountains to the eaftward. In a kind of mea-
dow I found on a little fand-hill an ofrrich neft
with feven eggs, which gave me a dealof plcafurc.
Although 1had travelled but fix miles, I determined
to frop here' for the night, efpeciallywith a view to
drefs fame of the. eggs. While I was gathering
firewood I found a number of good apples? and
collected alfo other provifions fuflicicnt for two
days. In the night I was vifitcd by wolves, tygers,
and elephants, at whofe :figh~I was not alarmed
half fa much, as at the :fight of fame wild dogs,
. who chaced fame buffaloes at a few paces difiance

from
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from me. In order not to attract: their attention,
I moved as clofe to the fire as I could poflibly bear,
and fiirred it conftantly, that the fparks'might
fpread around : I remained without molefiation,
but w;as obliged to keep awake the whole night.
'owards morning, having Ilept a few hours, I

journeyed onward; two hours after I arrived at
another arm of the river Tamba, perceived the ri-
ver itfelf towards the north-eafi, and on its banks
feveral huts were vifible, which Icould not poffibly
avoid. I therefore purfued the fame route, and
reached the river at five o'clock in the 'afternoon;
it had overflowed its banks and inundated the ad-
jacent country. From the heavy falls of rain,
which generally attend a thunder-Ilorm in thefe
parts, fuch inundations are frequently effected in a
few hours.

I came to the huts near the river, the inhabi-
tants of which I found engaged in fifhing, On
my afking perrniflien to flay all night in their kraal,
they looked at each other, but returned no anfwer.
My bundle proving rather trouhlefome to me, I
put it on the ground, and endeavoured to affift
them in fiihing, which they did not object to. At
)a{t one of _them addreffed me in a lauguage which
I did not comprehend; apparently angry on ac-

K 3 count
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count of my ignorance, he left me .and joined hls
companions , I followed, and addreffed feveral of
them, but none co~ld give me an anfwer. Inowen ..
deavoured to exprcfs my defires by looks and gef.
tures, alked for fome milk, and obtained a potful,
for which I gave an oft rich egg to the man wh
brought it; at firft he would not accept of it, but
he took- it at length. I fat down near the huts,
and was foon furrounded by a crowd, who did
not do me the leaf] harm. The circumftance that
I could not make myfelf underfto~d gave me
g~eat concern, as they would probably have be-
flowed 'on ~ fll:lny other favours, Having ex-
prefled by figns my wifh to take repofe on this
fpot, and placed my bundle under my head, forne
of the girls fetched immediately fome fheep-fkins, .
to ferve me for bedding and covering. Convinced
of their friendly fentiments towards me, I feized
.one of the girls and'drew her down on the fkins ;
{he Ihrieked out, but foon grew quiet, as Ihe faw
that the by-flanders were laughing at her. I let
her go, but the by-flanders pufhed bel; back again;
1kept her accordingly until the evening, when Iho
haft ned away with the r ft of the compo.ny. l
feU aflcep, though I was tortured by hunger,
having been kept awake f vera! fucceflivc nights~
by the fear of wild beafts..

I



INTERIOR 'OF AFRICA. '13S

Early 'in the morning I was awakened by the
above-mentioned girl, who brought me fome
milk and a roaiied Iifh. HaviD$ finilhed my meal
Ihe beckoned me to follow her, which ~did with-
out the leafi hefitation. She conducted me to fa
llUt~where I was furrounded by a number of
people, who fupplied me with plenty of milk. A
young man invited me to fray with them, becaufe
the river had overflowed, an invitation which I
accepted. The girl then carried my bundle into
the hut, and feeing that a fire was burning, I I

followed and Iput an ofirich-egg.into it, to prepare
a meal. In the meantime the mother returned
from milking; fhe gave me fome warm. from the
cow, and treated me very. kindly. She was a

I widow, to whom their law gave permiflion to
entertain a ftranger. I mufl confefs upon' the
whole that I was much aflonifhed at the kind
treatment which ~experienced, as the horde was
part of the fame nation as the kraal was, where I
had been fo 'ill ufed. I afliflcd them in fifhing,
hunting, cutting up the game, and the like. I
made in particular another and better fort of fifh-
ing .tacklc than was in ufe, and thereby gained
their particular friendfhip and eftecm, On my
~nquiries, whether I could travel in fafety on the
other fide of the river,! 1 .arnt that the people who
[nhabitcd thofe parts wen: extremely ferocious,

K 4 and
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and at the fame time very poor, from the frerility
of the foil, and yet I could not avoid them without
taking a very circuitous route. After fraying nine
days with this friendly horde, I therefore paired
the river and turned northwards, in which direc-
tion I knew I ihou d find tome other kraals of the
fame nation. The above-mentioned girl and three
men accompanied me as far" as th mountain,
w icre they took leave of me in the moll aflectionate
manner. From the Iummit of the mountain I
perceived the fea at a confiderablc difiancc, and
faw before me an imrnenfe chain of mountains,
interlperfed with fome infulated huts. On de-
fcending the mountain, and walking through a
narrow dale, Iobferved on my right fix high huts,
towards which I fhaped my route. When I ar-
rived at the firft and faw not ing of the inhabi.
tants, Icalled for fomebody to come out; but Ire-
ceived an unintelligible anfwer, and nobody ap..
peared. At length I took courage and entered the
hut, where Iheard the found of a man's voice ac-
companied with groans. I afked who was there,
but received no anfwer. As I was turning round to
quit the hut a man came crawling after me, whofe
afpecr was truly frightful. He had the fmall-pox"

• Probably this was not the true European fmall-pox, but
tome endemic cutaneous diftemper of that part of Africa.

in
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in a degree of malignity, which I have never
obferved in any Europcan , added to which the
red and white appearance of the eruption formed
a fingular contrail with. the black colour of the'
body of the patient. The fright with which I
was ftruck at firfr was foon turned into pity; Ipre-
rented the patient with an ofrrich egg, and hafrened
away to vifit the habitations of the healthy. Thefe
fix huts were folely dcfrined ,for the reception of
fick people, who, from the dread of their difordcr,
were very. badly attended. The fmall-pox is
dreaded here as the mofl horrid dffeafe; whoever
is afllided with it muft quit the horde; and retire
into fcparate huts; where being vifited by nobody
he muil perifh in want and mifery, unlefs he has
fupplicd himfelf with provifion, or preferves fuf-
ficient frrength to leave the hut in queft of food.
I haftcned away left I fhould be noticed by the in-
habitants of the kraal, :fituated at fome difrance
from thefe huts, and in confequence either refufed
admiffion or ill ufed. On my drawing near to
the kraal, which confified of about feventy huts, I
was furrounded by fo great a crowd, that I could
not move. At lafi: I was accofled by the chief, a
handfome young man, who conducted me to the
kraal, and opened an empty hut, which Icntered..
1addrefled the chief, who, to my g,reat joy, under-

flood
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ftood at leafc fome expreflions of the idiom of the
Caffres, and told him whence I came and whither
I was going. He heard me with attention, but
now and then caff a look at my bundle, which
feemed to indicate that he wanted fome of its con-
tents. Having three: fhillings in my pocket I gave
..them to him; he was extremely pleafed, looked
frequently at the money, and was more ready to
affift me. I afked for fame milk; he went away,
and in a fhort time a young woman brought me
milk and cakes. When others reft faw him they
1ikewife brought milk. In the evening I was
going to prepare 'my couch, but was prevented by
the people, becaufe this, hut had been inhabited by
perfons afllicted with the fmall-pox. I therefore
made my bed before the hut, and feveral of the
by-flanders brought me hides and Ikins fat a cover-
ing. The' next morning I .was feized with a head.
ach, and a confiderable degree of fever. I did not
get up as I was in hopes of bringing on a perfpira-
tion; but was furrounded by a great crowd. Se-
veral of them being apparently of opinion that I
had caught the fmall-pox, I {hawed them the
pock-holes in my body and in my face to allay
their fears, and told the chieftain, who underfiood .
me tolerably well, that my. illnefs was occafioncd
bymy having Iaft night drank milk immediately
after eating plums. The next day I ~"asperfectly

recovered,
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recovered, but I bruifed into a powder fome of
the leaves, which fometime ago Lreceived from
a mampa, the falutary eHeCts of which I had
already' experienced; I took this powder, and it
produced fuch firong evacuations that tl}e fever
entirely left me. They' probably would have in-
fifted on my continuing here .Iometime .longer,
had not fome of them been apprehenfive that my
indifpofition might prove to be an infectious dif.
cafe. Before the kraal I faw Icveral fields of mil-
let and Indian corn.

I travelled. over a fruitful vale fifteen miles in
length, in front of the above-mentioned chain

I' of mountains, and I found variety of fruit-trees,
I did not tafi:e of the fruit, my appetite being
taken away by the exceflive heat of the weather.
At night I. kindled a fire, ncar a brook which
watered this vale, on a fpot where I intended to

, pafs the night, but was prevented from flecping by
the great number of large and fmall fnakes which
were attracted by the fire. In the morning I faw
alfo a great many baboons, feveral of which were
three feet and half in height. They were perched
upon the neighbouring trees. Icould not intimidate
them, either by throwing floncs at them, or by
hallooing ; fevcral of them even came up to me,
·~nd flared me in the face. On account of thefe

animals
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animals I could not fiart early, but was obliged to
wait until they had retired into the woods. On
quitting the vale, I came to a fine plain, thinly
inter~perfed with huts. Not far from here is th~
boundary between the Jamatians and Muhatians,
about half ~ day's journey from the river Ma-
.kumba. I took the route towards the next horde,
confifiing of about forty huts, and was well re-
ceived. The inhabitants danced around me,
brouzht milk and millet-cakes, and' {hewed me
great kindnefs. My compally did not leave me
till late in the night; my couch was aiIigned me
before the hut of the chieftain, and covered with
bides and Ikins, brought by the inhabitants._
When I awoke, I found a crowd aflernbled round
me, and was regaled with a plentiful breakfafi. I
fhould have been happy to have offered them fome
prefents in return, but having fewed up my money
in my waificoat, I did not think fit to ope~ it,
left I fhould tempt their rapacity. I refolvcd to
.ftay here a few days, to gather, if poflible, forne
information refpecting the 'neighbouring tribe,
which, by forne other kraals, had been',defcribed
to me as J. cruel and, rapacious nation, but which,

, by what I could learn, did no injury to frangers,
when vifiting their kraal. An old man took
particular notice of me, admired in particular my
drefs, and 1howed a thong defire to put on my

breeches.

I'
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breeches. The pair I wore being full of vermin,
I took fame clean linen drawers out of my bundle,
which he accepted with a deal of pleafure. I pre-
fen ted: his daughter, a. fine. girl about fifteen years

. old, with a fhift, ~nd put it on her myfelf .The.
whole company were highly pleated with it, and
endeavoured to exprefs their fatisfaction by en-
creafed. kindnefs, At this place I made myfelf an
apron of two fhcep Ikins, which reached round
the whole body, and to prevent vermin from
habouring in it, I greafed it all over with the fiat
of a Iheep's, tail; - this apron rendered me muck
fervice. I likewife exercifed myfelf, under the di
rection of the above-mentioned fenior, in throwing
the javelin, went a hunting, and endeavoured to
acquire fame knowledge of the language. During
my fray among them they prefIed from a fruit,
which th y call gagl1Doguha, a kind of wine which
tafred exceeding well. I infenfibly became tipfy
by drinking it, fa that I began to be very meJ:Z.f.'~~
and to fing. When they heard this in the kraal,
numbers.cipecially young ,x-omcn, crowded around
me. The young women brought me more of the
wine in xcavated gourds, and cmuloully prefled
me to drink it. Thefe copious draughts at !aft fo
completely intoxicated me, tbt I laid hold of, and
ki:fI"cdfeveral of the girls, and danced and gamboled
about with them. This ~\'as quite to their tafie,

ond
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and fecured me their favour. From that. time t
was fuperabundantly fupplied with provifions, and
treated with great refped.-If I appeared to be
dejected, the by-flanders would likewife aflume an

I' air of melancholy: and when I'became cheerful;
they exp reffed great fatisfaction and joy.

This is not an improper place to give fome ac-
count of the origin,manners and cufloms of the
people 'of this nation, efpecially as they, and fome
other of the tribes inhabiting this tract of country,
have been defcribed as fanguinary and ferocious
~vages. .

The Jamatians and their neighbours conquered
at the fame time the ki~gdom of Angola from
the fouthern Caffres: but at what period of time
this event took place cannot now be accurately
determined. They themfelves fay, that it hap-
pened aurorcup; i. e. 300 years ago; but thefe
years confifting of only ten lunar months, do not
correfpond with. an equal number of our years.
Others place this conquefi as far back as four hun-
dred years. The n oil:probable opinion is, that the
Jamatians invaded Angola at the time. when the
Portugueze landed on the African coaft, and who
endeavoured to propagate chriftianity by means of
fire and fword.

The
.
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The language of the Jamatians is no longer
unmixed, ma.ny words and phrafes of it being
borrowed from that of the fouthern Caflres, fe-
veral of whofe cuftoms they have likewife adopted.
The following ufages are peculiar to this nation.
The chief porr;effes an almofi unlimited power
over the horde; he enacts laws and inflict~ punifh-
ments. Like the Caffrcs, they generally choofe
.a gloomy day for the execution of their crimi-
nals. In war time they are commanded by
their chief: but there being no proper fubordi-
nation of ranks, every individual is in geperal
left to aCt according to his judgment. Sometimes
forty or fifty of them form themfelves in to a clofe
body and fall upon the enemy. If their leader be
killed or badly wounded, they choofe in his Iiead
the, perron whom they think b H: qualified by his
knowledge and courage. This J ation may be.
cftimated to COlIUil of about t111'e thoufand fouls.
The men are moftly employed in hunting, and
the women in the management of domeftic
affairs and in the care of the cattle. The father
inilructs t ic fons, and the mother the daughters,
in their refpectivc employments; and the grand-
father and grandLlother teach them the maxims'
of morality and the religious ceremoni s. Cir-
cumcifion is not practifcd among them. A young
Jamatian cannot obtain 'poflcilion of his bride

,
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even after 'marriage, until he has given feme proof
of his courage and prowefs, as for infiance, by
his killing forne ferocious _beafr of prey, or the
like; but having once performed fome valourous '
action, he may marry two or even more wives.
Adultery is punifhed with death. The women
are here treated much better than among many
other of the neighbouring nations, eipecially if their
firfi: child happen tobe a Ion. Divorces feldom
take place: complaints are' however made againfr
a wife on account of barrennefs. The hufband
firfr mentions it- to the grandfather and grand-
mother, or, if they be dead, to the parents of his
wife; and they apply to the chief of the horde, who
ufually grants perrniflion to the wife to make trial
of another partner. If fhe now prove pregnant,

, her hufband mufl, in the prefence of the whole
community, aIk her pardon, and likewife invoke
the gods not to punifh him for having wrongfully
accufed her. The women bring forth their chil-
dren without much difficulty. When they feel
the pains of child-birth coming upon them, they
retire to one of the huts fet apart for the purpofe,
and are attended by their female relations. No
man, not even their own hufbands are allowed to
go near thefe huts. Four days after delivery, the
wife returns to the hut of her hufband. If the
newly-born child be a boy; the hufband has

already
..'
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," 1aireac y made preparations for a fcail: but if it be
a girl, the wife mufi give an entertainment to her
female friends, at which .howevcr none of the
men are allowed to be prefent. The Jamatians,
<l.1Jllman y other African nations and tribes, have
heen. accufed of indolence: but I am c nvinccd,
that 'if laborious Europeans were t-ranfplanted into
this country, they would not effect more than the
natives. The exceflivc heat oppreflcs the labourer
and exhauiis all his firength: to which it -may
be added, that moft of thefe tribes arc deftitute
of proper t 0]5 and implements of hufbandry,
fuch as Ipades, rak s, and other agricultural in-
llrUl11Cllts, and that the ground is fometirnes fo
parched and hard, that it is neceflary to cleave it
with a kind of axe. The preparing of the few
acres which they [ow with millet and Indian corn,
requires much time and labour. I obferved he)' ,
that two firong active men could not, with their
tools, prepare in one day more than fix fquare feet
of ground. After they have fO'fn the feed, they
cover the earth with [and, two inches deep, t

prevent the moiflure from evaporating too quick-
ly, and the ground from cracking, if exceHi,"e
he.it Ihould immediately fuccecd to r.iin, It is
not then to b wondered-tt , that they n glccr the
cultivation of the foil; as from h li::ing, 1i ling,
and the keeping of numerous 11rds of cattle,

L they



146 • TRAVELS IN THE

they can derive greater advantages with lefs toil
and trouble. The Jamatians are indeed much
addicted to pillage: but they are feldom guilty"
of murder, .nor do they ever devour their pri-
foners. Several European travellers, * who pre-
tend to have vifited this nation, aflert that the
Jamatians were very fond of human flefh , but
the affertion is not true, at leaft, I never met with
an infiance of cannibalifm among thern.. A tra-
veller who underfiands their language has nothing
to fear; efpecially if he be badly drcfled, and
carry no article of value about him.

They bury the dead at a diftance from the
kraal: ~nd the relatives of the deceafed keep up
a fire on the grave for three days, that fo 'wild
beafls may not be attracted by the fcent Of the
dead body.· Few perfons die in the kraal. The
firk are in general removed to huts fituatcd
at forne diflancc from it; for the Jamatians be-
lieve every difeafe to be infectious, and that
it is the duty of thofe in health to endeavour to
efcape the infections by every precaution in their
power.

• Kolbe, Sparrmann, Patterfon, and others.
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CHAP. V.

'Tue Autbar leaves tbe 'Territory oj tbs Jamatitl1zs,
and gocs to that oj tbe Mubotians , 'Where be is

. treated at jir:fl "witb Seoeriry; but an every Dccqfio»
faoourcd by the Womell-Cfhe Bodies of jive mur-
derwl Europeans are jhewn him-He is in Dan-
ger oj becoming the V~tli/12oj unnatural Lufi-
}.1'akes his EJcape, and arrives at another Kraal oj
tbe Mubotians, -uibence he is freely fujfered to de-
part-Arri'1Jcs at the Mucumbo-rioer ; and the
Village 0/ the Kamtarians=-Defcription of tbat Na-
tion, their Cbarader; Cl!fioms, Manners, La12~
guage, '&c.

AFTER a refidencc of three I weeks among
them, I left the kraal of the Jamatians, and

purfued my journey in J. direction more to the
north than the eafi, hoping thus to be 'able to
crofs the Macumbo with Iefs difficulty. Having
travelled through a beautiful plain, five G rman
miles in length, and half a mile in breadth, I,
towards evening, paffed the river on a raft which

L 2 I had
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I had made for that purpofe. On UlC oppofite
bank I kindled a fire, refulvillg to halt there for
the night. My cloaths being full of vermin, I'
here burnt them, preferving only my waiflcoar, ill
the lining of which I had fewed my mOlleI"
·Some geffii-bocks approaching clofc to the fire,
I had the good fortune to kill one of them with
my hatchet, and roafted part of the carcafc for
my fupper.

In the morning I began to afccnd a chain of
mountains, which divides the territory of the Ja-
matians from that of the Muhotians, and had
reached its fummit before n0011. Towards even-
ing I had left thefe mountains in my rear, .and

· before me lay a large fandy level. Here I dug a
bed for myfelf in the fand, and Ilept undiflurbcd
all night. I had not proceeded far on the follow-
ing day; when, for the urfr time, I faw fame Mu-

· hotians. It was a hunting' party confifting of fix
men. They probably would not have feen me,
if I had not called to them. On hearing my
voice, they halted. I went up to them, and ad-
dreiling them in the Caflrcrian language, afkcd,
whether they had been fucccfsful in the ch.ice ,
whereupon one of them anfwcr .d : " Yes; for we
have caught an uncommon animal ;"-mc:J.nlng

111(,-
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llc.-Their looks and \ hole ?Lpp:::~,-l'ancc were
wild and hV~lgC. They had killed ~l 1;11"gc \"0,.:-

buck, which they forced me to c::trry. My
flrcngth failing me, I fevcral time", 'J\mk under my
burden; but was forced Ly blows to take up my
load again, and to fuUoy," them fevcral miles
through bufhcs and high rced-grafs, to the grc:lt
divcrfion of my companions, who Lnghcd at the
phltltivc tones with which I implored th~ir cc:n::
pafTi011. It was neal: evening before we reached their
kr~t:d, which W:LS fituated on a level ::djoining to
an arrn of the ri ver Macurnbo, and confined of.
:J.bout forty badly-confiructed huts, 1\':00: of th~
inhabitants of the kraal came rimniJ~g out to icc
the ftrange anima], as my conclu 101"5 C llcd me.
As foon as I had thrown down the roc-buck, they
began to rummage my bundle, and. even pull d
o.tf the apron I had tied round IT7 loins, expofing
me as a [hew to the curious C)"CS of the croud.
A number of w .mcn and youn~ girls viewed me
-in t1 id {ht , and raid to the by-ibn lers, that I was
vP"Y handfornc ; tl cy likcwife begged of the rr eu
to reft re 11.)' ~:proll to me, but were told in rep] "
that I looked much better without it. At rlight
they put me into the farther comer of a hut, to
prevent my cfcaping, and gave me only a hide to
he down on. I was much dcjc ':ted, for I expected
nothing hut ill untge here; however I was under

L 3 the
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the neceflity of refigning myfclf pati ntly to my
fate. Being exceflively thirfly, I req ucfted f011lC4

thing to drink; and they gav,e Inc milk and a .
cake made of millet. On the following morning,
being refrefhed by fleep, a~d feeling my :0.:rength
and couq.ge revive, I firmly refolved, to refill if
they attempted to repeat the harfh treatment I
had endured the preceding day, even Ihould it
coft me my life. Moil: of the inhabitants of the
11Utbeing 'gone, I arofe, and, as they had not re.
ftored my apron to mc, I fafrened the hide, on
which I had Ilept, round my body, and then went
to the door of the hut, where I found the miilrcfs
of it, and demand~d of her the articles I had loft.
She could not anf-werme; but intimated to me by
means of flgns, that I muft remain in the aut, or
her hufband would beat me. I repeated my re-
quefl, and {he now fignificd to me that the things
belonging to me were, indeed, depoLited in the hut,
but that {he durfi not deliver them up to Inc. \ She
gave me fome milk and mil~et, and I [wallowed
both with the greateft avidity. I then began to
fkin and cut up the roc-bud in the manner I had
feen it done in Europe; and while I was thus em-
ployed, my holt returned, who fecmcd to be well
pleafed with what I was doing. However, he at-
tempted to pull off the hide which I had wound
round me: but I refilled, My refol te behaviour

ftartlcd
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fiahled him, and he feemcd to acquiefce , he went,
howcve , into the hut to fetch his club, with
which he menaced me, but I took courage, and, in
.my turn, threatened him with the knife" which I
then held in my hand, This imprudence might
have colt me my He ; for the 'by-flanders lauglling
aloud at my antagoniit's cx.pence, it fa enraged him,
hat he leaped towards me with-a defign to knock
me down with his club. 'I parried the blow,
wr nch d th& club from his hand, and brandifhcd
it at him. Jufl as I was aiming a blow at his head,
fcveral other men laid hold of me, and dragged
me away; my antagonifi. following with loud ve-

o ciferation, and attempting to ttrike me. I was
.coriductcd to another hut, -here I found an old
man, ,~ho fecmed to be their chief. He viewed
me attentively, then lifted up my apron, probably
.to difcovcr my' {ex, and at length, turning.to my
enemy, he [poke to him for a c nfiderablecim ...
with great vel emencc , but of their difcourfe, I
was only able to undcrft~d a few unconnected
words. After they had apparently come to an'
agreement on the matter in difput , .th~ old malt
was going .to lead me into his hut; I requeftcd

ill The blades of these knives are a foot long and tWlO inches
; rou.I, and not unlike th knives lased by Q.}OetDlkcrl.

L 4 him
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him firrt to order the articles, which !~~..d been
taken from IT e, to l.e r eftored ~o me; and in P:ll'-
ricular my axe, but he did not underftand what
I meant. At length, however, my late haft cx-
plained to him what I wanted, and immediately
. difl arched a boy, who loon returned with them.
I now went into the hut, olad to find a fhcltcr

u

'where I might take fome rcft without being ex-
pofed to the croud and to the excefiive heat : but
the men a Iernbled at" the door of the hut, Hill
conrinucdto tulle about n:c, and I learned from
their ccnverfation, that it had been rcfolvcd uIx'11
to detain me, at leafl, ,till I fhculd have begotten a
white child with Cl";C of .t!,eir young WClrCI1. In
tl.c cveni;\.; I v:;:;" conducled to .,1. pb c bebind the
kraal, where the vOling women were dancinz.~ . 0

The old man invited me by figns to partake of
the divcrficn ; cut I w;,.') too hungry and faint to
l.c able to join them, and therefore 1tO()(:!. Hill. 1I~',
however, roon began to cncom-af_JC me again, and
even hrOil~ht me a handfomc youn~ girl to be my
partner. I took hold of her hand, but did not
follow her to the dance. The girl gave 11;1; a luok
which teemed to folicit J ic to dan e with.her ,
and when I told her, by means of figns, that I \\":'.0

hungry, {he ran and informed th old man of it,
who imrnediat ly ordered a millet-cake and a bq~c
piece of meat to be brough t me. When I h.id

f Lisfr.cd
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i;ltis!l,~d my appetite, I ftarted. up) bid hold of the
girl, and mirlgled with' the dancers. About half
an hour after, the old man returned to his hut,
wl1ither T followed him, anel my partner in the
dance went with us, with the intention of fleep-
ing with me. Vcry early on the following morn-
111g, I attempted fccretly to make my efcapc ; but
my bed ..fc110w diJcovcrcd my Jd~gn, and betrayed
me. My old hofi was going to flrike T,Qe,but the
girl intcrc den in my favour. \However I receiv-
ed no brcakfafl , and, as a punifhmcnt, was obliged
to carry wood to the hut. While thus employed
I mad.. other attempt to cfcapc, and had the
good fortune to fuccecd. Having brought fcvcral
Ioads of wood to the hut, I pretended that I was
going to fetch fornc more, but ran awayi n a direc-
tion quite oppcfitc, ai d {0011 reached a ridge of
mountains, where I thought myfelf fecure from
purfuit. In this prccipit(~te Bight I had not been
.iblc to l.)li.ng :1.wayan. thing except my waifi:coat
and axe: Hill I was very glad to have got off fo
well, and ran with as much fpeed as I poflibly
could; but became at length fo faint, that I was
unable to proceed to a kraal, which I faw at a con-
iiderable diflancc before me. Exhaufled by fatigue,
and tormented with hunger and thirfl, I lay down
f.)11 the' ground in a Iiatc of mind bordering on
.Icfpair, as I taw no pwfpcc1 of relief or afliflance,

At
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At length railing myfelf up again, I efpied a. herd
of cattle; and, exerting all my remaining ftrength,
I went towards it, to requeft fornc water of the
herdfman attending it. When I firft addreifed
him, he threatened to {hike me: but the figh:: of
a guilder ~ which I had taken from my waifr oat
on purpofe, fbftcncd his furlinefs ; and he gave me
fome milk and a millet-cake, and allowed me to
remain with him all night. At the £i1-ft, dawn, of.
day, .however, I feeretly decamped, without taking

, leave of the herdfman, who was yet ail ep, and
foon entered a wood, which extended in a north-
eaflcrly direction. At noon I had pafled this wood,

, and conti: ucd to purfue my journey t rough a
rbil1, 'where I found rced-grafs and a number of
trees which produced fruit fimilar to our plumbs.
Here I kindled a fire, intending to fleep ; but
was driven away by a herd of elephants, and forced
to walk all night. At fun-rife I arrived at the
end of the plain, and fawon both fides of me huts
and mountains. Being exceffively fatigued, I Jay
down in the graf::;, and began to deliberate, whe-
ther, or not, I fhould approach the huts. Ha.ving
refolved to avoid them, I began to fearch around,
in hopes of finding a fpring in the neighbourhood
of the kraal; for -this purpofc I had proceeded in
an cafierly direction, but finding none, was on the
point of turning to the north-can, when I per-

ceived
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•
n:j"Ctl t~iUr people, with '\vatei'-ven~Js, cro Ling" rrl';
. . _'. (J ,.'

rO:1clo\)liqudy from wei]; to !':afL I ran as faft as
.1 could towards thcrn , but Ioon difcovercd that
rhcv were CO"'11yr tow.ir. ..is ae, They wereI. J ... tI • LJ",. b l \·.t \.L 1,1._ ...... -

women, who had been to retch, water, and who
a!kcd. me, by ll3:1S, 'whence 1 carne, and vhitherI
\V:lS g;()Jl~b' I L';ndid to them, th:1t I \V;1.S looking
for Welter:, '.VherClFyon one.of them S:::lV@ me hell

,.I'. t.J

.pitcher, which I almoft emptied. She viewed me
~tttcl;tiveh, and winked tornc to :'TO with 11<;1'to

.' u

the kraal. At firft, in Iced, I had rc(;:)l~':~'dnot to
I . l' • , 1: " " 1go uut ier ; but, lJemg very nu:~~ry, .l' IOlW',','CC

them- 011 iiiY arrival there, I was i: ,1meuiatclv
ft!l'rounclecl by a gren coucour e of PC?JJ.~:, :ll1l0;l'>
whom, however, there were but few men. Thd(~
b'r.ran to Landl < me in the fune in 'c::cr.t manner

o ';1" at. the kraal I had la L fcaF d frornv an even
pulled 1,le from one .inorhcr, each att n'ptino' to
keep' dfdlioll of me. I :ht down on !112 ;:-ou el,
:l1.1cl r._;[ lvcu \:0 refire, if they ihould Ltg.:'.L t i'~, tIe

vd'Lh f!Jell b 'l tll rude efs. T11~wo C ,{)b(~r-. ~no
dut I Vy":15 hun ,rv and thi av, brOD!: 'l :',. Ideat'-' J. ~ .....l'

and m.ilk, and w lile I wa . tin"', f"1';;:: , ,I ,,-
id'l!s into a circle around me, to hi'l'] ; t~I' . ,_n
fl.-om intenuptino- me. An 0 ( 1) ;111. h " "" e
chief of th _ kraal, now rn;tc c " ~,. l' I·.<~•

.After -viewil1£r InC att~l tiv('ly,
'\.\/0)11 n to lift

,

"

,
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fuppofing, perhaps, that I was not able to walk
alone. He ordered lome flefh and milk to be
given me, 'and, after I had eaten it, oUiged me to
accompany him and his fen-in-law to a thicket
diflant about half an hour's walk from the kraal.
My conductors Hopped at a fand-hillock , from
which they removed the brulb-wood with which:
it was covered, and, 0 God ~ what a 11Orri1 1:.:
fpectaclc prefented itfelf to my vicw l the bodies
of five white men, pierced with innumerable
wounds, and who had probably be n murdered
with javelins! Surprife and terror 0 over-
powered me, that I had nearly fallen down {enfc-
I Js on the dead bodies; for I believed that I toc
had been brought thither to be murdered. My
two companions afked me, by means of figns,
whether I had known thcfl: men; and I aafwered,
that I had not. I carefully examined the bodies,
hoping to difcover to what country they had b ...-
longed: but found no difiingui.{hing national
.marks, except the' figure of a crofs, and' under it
the letters H. 1. E. M. and the date of the yca r

1799, on the right arm of one of them; but they
were in [0 putrid a Itate, that I did not attempt
to turn them. Having again covered the bodies
with the brufh-wood, and returned to the kraal,
I :lignified my defire to proceed on my journey,
but was not allowed to depart. I therefore firmly

'I refolved

-.
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nfolved, that if I found they attempted to im-
molate me as they had done the Europeans,
I would prevent them by piercing my own heart
wirh a {harp-pointed piece of iron.

My new' mailers employed me 111 carrying
wood, fetching water, and cutting up th~ _game,
which they happened to kill: but a perfon always
attended me as a guard, commonly the fon-in-law
of the old chief, As I performed with eafe and
difpatch the talks ilnpofed upon me, I had leifure
-evcry day to walk about the kraal, and, as they
began to treat me with more mildnefs, I rcfolved
to remain here fome weeks in order to acquire a
knowlcJge of the country and language; but I
foon altered my intention. One morning, when
I was at a neighbouring thicket cutting [orne
wood, attended, as ufual, by the Ion-in-law of the
old chief., the villain made me a propofal of a mofc
fhocking nature. I flarted back with abhorrence,
and rcfifled his infamous attempt: but he began
to employ force, threw me on the ground, and
beat me [0 unmercifully, that my whole body was
CQVC1"CO \ ith '0. uifes and livid fpots. Cri s and
tears had Il0 cf1ccl UPOll him, :~t hO:, howe zcr,
when he faw tl at not even the 1l1~)(l: violent treat-
ment could extort my content to the gr. tification
of Jus abominable dcfire , he defined and Iet me go.

1was
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I was fcarcelyable to walk, but was, notwithfiand-
ing, obliged to take a bundle of wood upon ~ .
fhoulders, and carry it to tho kraal. I was croir::;
to inform the old man of what had happened, but
the Ion-in-law threatened to kin me with his
javelin, and told him that I had endeavoured to
efcapc, and that, when he had fl:rove to
.hinder me, I had attacked him with a piece of
wood. In confequence of this falfe accufation, I
received no breakfafl, and was treated with gr at ~
contempt and harflmefs. At lafl, being alone with
the old man, I informed him by means' of iigJIs,
how his Ion-in-law had behaved towards me, airel
for what rcafon he had beaten me. The old man
laughed, and teemed to confider it a? nothing un-
common. This made me more attentive, and I
110W difcovered, that tl'le co.ntention at my fil'il
arrival in the kraal arofe from everv one" wifhinsrJ ;:,

to obtain poffeffion of me for the fame abomina-
ble purpofe ; and indeed, other attempts were
afterwards made to feduce me. I likewife learn-
ed, that a quarrel had taken place between this
horde and a horde of the Kamtarians refpeB:ing
the above-mentioned Europeans, whofe bodies I
had feen; each party having endeavoured to feize
them, for the fake of their property,' and for the
gratification of their diabolical luits. The hofHIc
horde, I was told, had at laR: killed, and rob~d

them,
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the." and left their naked bcdies ; and that the \
Muliotians had carried them to the place where I
had [Cell them, and covered them with the bruih-
wood. Thefe Kamtarians, who poflefs a tract of
country to the north-eaft of the territory of the
Muhotians, were deicribed to me as a favage
.and cruel race of men; and they were then at war
:with the Muhotians ; for thefe reafons therefore
I was afraid to proceed directly into their countrY)
neither could I proceed in another direction, as
the broad and deep river Lorenzo would foon

. hinder my farther progrefs.-· But as the fame ab~
\horred propofals were repeatedly made to me, and as
I feared that I Ihould, fome day or other, be again
affaulted in the wood, and be killed for refilling
their unnatural defires, I determined, however
great the danger, to make my cfcape the firft fa-
vourable opportunity, and proceed on my journey.
An opportunity foon occurred : they were cele-
brating a war-feail.;" and in the evening, amidft
their dancing, and rejoicing, neglected to watch me
with their ufual frriB:ncfs and attention.

• This Wa3 (I j,eaLt, at which they were to determine upon
war, and to enquire, whether ~tl the profecution of it th"~'
r;night he [u~ccfsful or not. The following is their manner of,
proceeding on fuch occutions,

H" a neighbourillg n-uicn has declared war :l.liainH them, .r·
. h~
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r therefore fcizcd my axe, hafiencd to the
forefi, whence Ihad frequently fetched wood, and
effected my efcape. I foon reached a mountain,
paired it with all poflible [peed, and journeyed on,
though wild beafis occaiionallychecked my progrefs,
At dawn of day I fat down on a rock and ate
the meat and millet-cake, which I had brought
with me.. Having refled an hour, I purfued my
journey, and reached a fruitful vale covered with
numerous trees, where I quenched my thirft with
the afore-mentioned fruit, Gegaboguba. At noon

if they are in want of provifions, and their neighbours have an
abundance thereof; ·the oldest men of the horde aficmble at the-
hut ofthe chief, and deliberate how to fubduc their enemies or rob
them of their property. ]f the rcfult of their deliber~tion turn!'
out favourable to the enterprize, two of the mofi fkilful hunter!'
are dilpatched to kill two roc-bucks, which arc ronfied on the
following day, when. the war-feafl is properly celebrated.
\Vhile the bucks are roalling the chief informs the multitude of
the refolution, taken by him and the elders, and-then begins to
cut up the roafted game, at the [i~me time exclaiming', .~ I
" fight for you, and your welfare, and in the fame manner as I
~, cut up this game, and devour part of it, [0 wi"n we defl:roy
, .. and burn our enemies." Everyone of tbe company then
rears a piece from the roafled buck, repeats the words of the
chief, and COlts the meat'. This ceremony being finifhcd, the
bones are tbrown into the fire, which they" donee around.
They commence from that moment the neccffary r=r=>
nons for war, and march in a few days.

I ca e
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1 came to a rivulet eizht feet in breadtli, and from
three to four teet deep, the nam of which, as I
~1~h,:r"'i'~lrcL;learned, is Quapak~op: it takes its ri[Cl

in a D1.(Yc ntain, fituated to the weftward, ano
bends its COUr1e to the Iouth eaft, where it empties
ititlf into the river Makurnbo. .At the extremity of
the vale I perceived a kraal; I wiihed to avoi 1 it,
but W:1S already too near, arid perceived two n en,
;"ibout twenty paces diHallt, who were prepared to
receive me with their iave1ins. I threw myfelf 01)

I ,.

the ground, and cried' out, as they wcr dr2.wing
ncar " topar oribakob" (the gods greet you) On
b;1:cil"coming up to me, I obferved they were JV[:'1~

hotians, and taking courage, rcquetied they would
give me tome water. They then directed me
to a fpring, on the other fide of their huts, where
I threw myidf un the gr~f'i, and refrefhcd nryfelf,
Iil a {hart time, upwards of an hundred pcrfons
croudcd about Inc, who appeared to comrniier,
ate Illy {it-nation. One gave me a piece of meat,
another, millet-cake and plums, .md I \ as invited
by ltgHS, to enter their huts. I pretended not to
comprehend their iigns, and did not 1110V~, when,

. Iome of them endeavour d to drag n e along.
Enraged at their treatment, I prepared to defend
rnyfelt with my axe, but was immediate y (ciz'::d,
deprived of l11Y weapon, :111d drag·gecl into the
.kraal. There they fcrl.ltinizcd my drcfs, and began

M to
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to difcufs the quefl:ion, to what nation I belonged.
From what- I could uriderfland, the majority
were of opinion, that I was a, Watadulihao, (man-
eater ,) and ought either to be k.illed, or be doie!)f
confined and well treated, leil I ihould domifchief
to their children. I however intimated to them,
that I was obliged to purfue myjourney, a propoc
fition, to which they did not objecr, and on tho
fourth day after my arrival, three men attended
me out of the kraal, pointed out to me the dircc-
tion in 'which, I was to proceed, and [ulfen:~d \11eto
depart in peace. This happened onthc 26th of Sep-
tember; between that day, and the ~{!: of OCl:ober, I
met with few other kraals of the {~1\11e nation,
paflcd another mountain, and reached the river
Makumbo, which was fwollcn fo much, that I
could Icarcely difi:inguiih the oppofite bank, arid .1"

perceived, that huts for Ieveral miles extent, were
entirely covered with water.

On the led of October, I bw the ftd1 Kamt.u,
nans. This nation inl: ..ibits a dif1:ria, on the
banks of the river Tamho. Their chief menus of
iubfinel1~e are hunting, and breeding of cattle,
The men are moil of them of a {mall fize , they are
of a lighter colour than the three hi!: mentioned
nations, whom they furpnfs in fpirit and C(}urc:gc,
and, from their fuperior fkill, in handling the

jav~lin,
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j,\vdin, generally defeat them, although they
are not fo numerous. Their population is efii-
IT:atCQ at from fix to feven thoufand combatants
and women ; the latter are taller than the men,
and arc full of fpirit and courage; the majority of
them are prifoncrs taken from other nations, and
clct;1ineci here. No girls are brought up by this

. nation ; thefe are put to death as foon as they are
born. They have no priefts, although it may be
fu ppoi ed, the nation is not entirely 'without reli-.
gion. The oldeft man of the village (tijeir places
of reliden ce are not caned kraals) is wholly the
chieftain and judge. Polygamy is permitted; and
the firf] wife, who is in genera} more refpected
than the reft, enjoys the right, in cafe, fhe does
not become pregnant by her hufband, of choofing
another man, and if fhe bears him a boy, fhe be-
comes his wife. They are excQedingly fupcrlti-
tious ; if, for inftance, one of the nation is wound-
cd, or killed by a wild beait, in the pay-tune, they
f"y, that he had offended the great goddefs; and if
it 'happens by night, efpecially when the moon
fhines, they are fatisfietl, that he has offended the '
little godde:fs, and has thus been punifhed for his
mifconduct, In dark hazy weather, they lie in
their huts) in a Rate of abiolutc inac1ivitf . rid
iloth, and the women perfon 1 only fuel. work as
j_s abfolutc ncceflary. If a \-\'011:1311 dies in child-

M 2 birth,



1'ttAVE"L~ IN THE

birth, (which howevet happens very Icldom) fhc
is buried in a feparate place, and her family is
obliged to pafs fix months, at a diftance from the.
village, in feparate huts, without holding the
fmalleft intercourfe with the reft of the trice. If. " i
a woman be delivered of a boy, in dark hazy
weather, or when the moon does not thine, it is
concluded that his father has oflcnded the gods,
and the-boy is not deemed worthy of being a true
member of the nation; confequently, when he
grows up, he is kept to menial labours, fuch as
cutting wood, looking after the cattle, and 1uc11
things. Neither circumcifion, nor any fimilar
cufiom is known to this nation. The dead arc
ufually interred by their relation", under trees.
On the day of interment, a fire is kindled, to burn
the effects of the deceafed, and thcafhes are thrown
into his grave. The fire is kept in, until the next
full moon. He who fteals from other tribes, a

[wife or a girl~ may keel' h r for his wife, or f~1
her, in which latter cafe, he generally gets in e:: •
change, a fheep, or from four to Iix haflagays, ac-
cording as fhe is more or Iefs handforne. Stran-
gers are treated with hofpitality and kindnefs.

A variety of opinions prevail, in reipcct to the
origin of this nation. Some affcrt, that they arc
.defcendcd from prince N ampagango, a tyrannical -

ruler,

.
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ruler, who drove them out of his dominions, in
confequence of which, they applied to the king of
Brig idis for protection, and by means of his affift-
ance, put their tyrant to death. Others maintain,
that they owe their origin to Congo, but were ex-
pelled from that country. This latter opinion,
however, is confuted, by the idiom of their lan-
guage. I have not recognized a fingle word,
'which is in ufe in Congo; as a proof of this, I
fhall mention a few words, efpecially the numbers,
in which a great many nations approach each
·other the ncareft, but ,,,:,"1ich are widely different,
• 1 f"' fl. .in rne prelent 111 ranee, 1. e.

In Congo.lIZ Kanitarria,

Alag, one.
Mazay, two.
Karij, three.
Prigo, four.
Abjet, five.
Wuifu, fix.
Emgui feven.
Ma zo, eight;
Bcnjoo, nine.
Nades, ten.
Akalajah, father.
Eguanda, mother.

Jujuh,

'1'ohn:1., one.
SillG"i, two.
Sch.ifc, th rec.
Kutoy, four.
Jahi, five.
Mihita, fix
.Iahiau, fev n .
.1. jada, eight.
Lujah, nine.
'1'1h[J., ten.
Juhkaro, father.
ifohal'a, mother.

M 3
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In Kanuarria. III Congo.

Kalrah, good.
Luharahje, wickett
Pallakah, to Heal.

Jujuh, good.
Bryito, wicked.
Adulo, to Ileal.

In the dialed: of Congo, the letter 0, is pro-
nounced at the end of words, like U. The Kam-
tarrians pronounce the J, as ie.
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CHAP. vr.

Acrount of the warlike C1{ft071lS 'of tbe Kamtarrians •..:....
Departure for the Kingdom oj Biri-s-rlrriual at
Bu/.Jagari, the jt'rfl Town in rhat Kin'gdom-Na.
tional peculiarities and mode of living of tbe Inha-
bitants-The Autbor meets with a kind reception-
Profccution of his journey on tbe Banks of te
River Maku/l/ho":_Cbara{ler of the Gobauianians
-Drfcription ~fthe 'i.ingd07ll of Ivlataman-s-Na-
tional Cbaradcr, M anncrs and Cujt01JlS if the In-
/io/Jitants_'_ 'journey to the Cbief- Town (Becnlxfa}

• -The Author is admitted into the Retinue of the
King, cjji-:flshis Efcape, as he is in Danger of being
lold for a Slave,. receives a Wound in his Flight;
tin Irflammation takes place in his Foot, nubicb is
incrcafcd by cruel Treatment from two Inhabitants
qf Drqfah j is cured by another Inhabitant.

, ~ 7 lIEN I arrived at the huts, at firfr I faw
~'\' few people, but a crowd foon g,athcred

around mc, who fccmed to exprefs joy, for they
Were dancing and finging. Having intimated to
them by figns that I was hungry and thirfiy, they
brought me a handful of millet-rn <11and fome

1\1 4 four

,



{our rnilk. t ""':18goiilg to drink the milk, bur
one of the by-Itandcrs took the veflel out of my
hand, put the Hour into the milk, ftirred it with
a bone, which fuppHed the place of a Ipoon and
returned it. At firf] I did not like this difh, but
wa obliged to fwallow it, for want of forncthing
Detter. I ,riG\ed to purfuc my journey, but as
they-would not Cutrer me to depart, thcy afligtlcd
me an empty hut to ludge in, and gave me' a
buffalo-hide for J. covering. The next morning
they brought meat and four milk, and again in-
vited me to remain with them. Molt of the in-
habitants of both fexes marched againft their ene-
mies, she Muhotians, to give them battle (otako.)
The troop confifted of four hundred pcrfons, and
T faw with pleafure that they obtervcd more order
than I had reafon to expect. The Wooliha (the
chief) made a Ipeech, which was fuccecdcd by
a war-fong', at the clofc of which the troop,
formed four deep, b gall to move. The tullef] and
Hrongefl: men n arched in the frent, and were
followed by thole of a fmallcr fizc. They were
an armed will javelins and battle-axes, three feet h;
length, and made entirely of h: rtl wood; then the
women followed.and the youth ofboth foxes.armed
. vith battle-axes, brought up the rear. I remained
behind in the care of a good old man, who was
continually addreffing me, without being able to

gIVe
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~Yivchim an' anfwer: He prefcnted me with a1:")

new calabafh, and wanted rny waiftcoat in return,
which gave me great uncafinefs, all my money
being iewed up in it. 1 pretended not to under-
:francl him, ancl he inliited no farther. The village
conilHeci of one .huridrcd and thirty-four huts, of
a good conflrud'ion : it was fituated in a fruitful
country, well provided with good water, and
called Afatehaii.

The third day after the march of the warriors,
a fong was heard at rome difiance, which pro-
duced univerlal joy in the village ; it was a trium-
phal hyrnn, and proclaimed the return of the
conquerors, that meat might be immediately
mailed, which was accordingly done without the
frn:tllefl: delay. I luftencd to I11LCt the victors.
They returned in complete order, ha i had forty
wounded and {i"vcn killed, and bad made Iixtccn
prifoners, .fiYtl of 'whom were women. In the
center of the ·villap;c they f nmcd a circle; the
chief delivered a Ipcc h, at the clofc of which
milk: and meat were [cry d up, an 1 m rrimcnt
, nd joy app ',r !-in every ountenan c. Th pri-
i(;ncrs were a1[0 fur pied' wit h plenty of provi-
fions, and treat d with gn.:at • indncfs. The
wounds (Jf the woundcc were waf e with a cer-

tain

" -
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tain juice." After dinner palm-branches were
diflributed among thofe who had particularly dif-
tinguifhed themfelves in the battle'. The female

, prifoners were afiigned to their captors, and from
that moment treated like the refl of the women ..
The male prifoners obtained huts, and were con"
Iidered as natives of the village. I was not allow-
ed to fhare in the triumphal feaft, but was permit-
ted to aflift as a Ipectator, and received the fame
portion of meat as the refi.

On the 7th of October, I obtained leave to pur-
fue my journey, and three perfons attended me
,out of the village. At noon I reached a plain,
"bounded on both fides by villages, which I endca,
voured to avoid. In the evening I afcended a
mountain, in the kingdom of Biri, on which r
pa&1!dthe night. The next day at noon I arrived
at Buhagari, the border-town, which contains
about [even hundred huts, and is fituated on an
arm of the river Makumbo. The inhabitants of
this kingdom are not altogether fo ferocious as
they are defcribcd to be by their neighbours,
they receive and treat firangers with genero:fity
and kindnefs. The king enjoys but few preroga-

'" The juice of the fruit of a tree, which by th inh3bit;)nts
is called olmatolne, anti alfo kulcmiJt:.

rives



INTERIOQ. OF AFRICA. f71

dyes above the chieftains of the villages and
towns. The latter are generally governed by two
of them, called monibaja (judges); they are, how-
ever, at the fame time priefis, infiructors of the
children, fortune-tellers, and prophets ; they alone
poffefs the privilege of wearing mantles, made of
tyger and zcbra-Ikins. A mantle <If this defcrip-
tion is called a/gu/Jara bumkara (the prophet's drefs),
~nd procures to the wearer various marks of rc-
fpeet, e. g. all who meet him are obliged to lay
the right hand on their head, the left on their
breafi:, and remain in this poflure until he is gone
by. If any difputes of confequence take place,
the chiefs are bound to inform the king of their
nature, and make a full repo~t of the judgment
they have paflcd. In time of war, the chiefs lead
the combatants to battle, while the King remains
at Buhagari his ufual place of refidence, and if
this city fhould be at any time expof d to an at-

tack, he withdraws to Azahhuia, another town,
fituated on the confines of Karninaukais, which
is under his protection.

The population of this kingdom amounts to
about fixtecn thoufand fouls; the country is for
the mofi part fruitful and well cultivated, yet the
breeding of cattle forms the principal branch of
iudufiry. The inhabitants derive confiderable ad.

vantages



172' TRAVELS IN THE

vantages from a mine of rock-falt, which they ex..
change for youngcattle. The men 'are fond of
hunting, yet do not neglect the cultivation of the
foil. They are tall and firong, and wear apr ons
made of palm-leaves. The women arefhort and
lufty, wear aprons iimilar to thofe worn by the
men, and cover their bre~H:s with palm-leaves,
which they faften with firings tied behind: they
are upon the whole extremely baihful and modeft.
The colour of this nation is rather yellow than
brown. The bufinefs of education is conducted
with much fcverity and rigour; the father inftructs
the boys, and the mother the girls, until they are
fix years old, at which time they are placed under
the inftruction of the Monihaja. Of their religious

. principles, and cuiioms, I could learn but very
little; I obferved, however, that every morning
and evening they performed aas of devotion in
the open air, and praciifed circumcifion though
without any attendant ceremony. No marriage
can be contracted without the knowledge of the
Monihaja; nor is any divorce permitted, but in
cafe of barrennets on the part of the wife. The
punifhmcnt of adultery ccnfifts with refpecr to
the adulterer in the 10f5 of his cattle, and the adul-
tercfs is expelled from the community. Polygamy
is permitted. The ufual articles of food are milk;
millet, and flour; the latter is eaten mixed with

milk:
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!llilk: meat 'is rather fcarce. The huts are Ipaci-
ous, and of a circular form; the fides are covered
'with the bark of trees, and the top with reed-
y;rafs.

I met with a kind reception, was fupplied with
plenty of provifions, and the Monibaja entertained
me in his hut. Being invited to remain here for
ferne time, I readily accepted the invitation, this
being the hotteit of the year. I witneffed the
manner of gathering in their harveft, which was
con'duaed rather Ilowly, but in zood order. ' Theo '
day before the harveH began, all the magazines ..
were fear.ched, and the grain that was found there
was difiributed among the inhabitants.j On the
firft day of harveft all the reapers ailemblcd in one
place, offered uptheir prayers, and then marched
in proceflion, headed by the MOlli/;nja, to the field,
where the cars of the corn were cut ofl, and imme-
diately thrcfhcd on hides. This was done with
a kind of roller moved backwards and forwards.
The grain freed from the chaff was carried into
rhe magazines, and the Iiraw burnt. In a few
days the harvefl-feafi was celebrated; it lail:ed two'

.. Tilde arc a kind of cellars, which belong in common to
all the inhabitants.

1· Two children received as much as one adult.
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days, and the third was a faft-day. The inhabi-
tants aflemblcd before the hut of' the Monihaja, .
every one carrying a palm-branch ; and went
from thence in proceflion round the village, ki~l-
dled a fire, [at down around it and fmoaked to-
bacco. They cultivate barley, millet, and Indian
corn. I continued here twelve days, and was
treated with great hofpitalijy ; they. even fupplied
me with provifious for the continuance of my
joumey, which I purfued on the 21ft of October
on the banks of the river Matumbo.

About noon I reached the village Arnahkai, COIl-

fiiling of about forty huts; here I '.'Vaswen receiv-
ed and Iupplied with food arid drink. I now
Cuped my route to the north-eail to avoid ,3. large
. moUntain which by before me, and arrived at a
4i!~~,where r was obliged to fiop. I kindled .
Rte and endeavoured to catch feme fifh : I had ga-
thcrcd !()Ir.I~ mufcles, when fuddenly I heard a
voice, crying "Do/;(tDabcko NQtbiaifer laba,"
(firanger, keep away hom the lake) and turning
about [1.W three men approaching, who cautioned
me with gcflures to beware of the lake, as it was
very deep, and in that fcafon contained Iifh perni-
cious to the lunlth. They invited me to follow
them, which I di.l. After (1;1 hour's walk, wc en-
tcre.l a v:ILth cOil:i~r;lJ of about fixty huts. I

wondered
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wondered that my pretence attracted fo little no ..
dee from the inhabitants, who, it fhould feem,
wifhed me to believe that they had feen many
white people.

On the zznd I travelled over a mountain at
fome diflance from the afore-mentioned river, on
which I found a great number of fruit-trees, and
cfpecially of plum-trees.

There are many wild beafls herc : tygers and
lions pafled me, without fhewing any difpofition
to attack me; this Iafcribed to their having plenty
.of food, as the whole tract of country abounds with
~zelles. The above-mentioned ridge of moun ..
0.
tains is of great length, extending from the-north-
caft to the wefi:, through the kingdoms of Ma-
tamba and Biri. I was obliged to pafs the night
on them, but met with no interruption from any
wild -anirnal.

About eight o'clock on the following morning,
I had pafled beyond thofe mountains, and found
myfelf again on the' banks of the above-mentioned
river, where I faw fome vilhges to my right, and
likcwiie before me. Being extremely thirfiy, and
the plums, of which I had eaten a few during the
preceding night, having again caufed a violentram
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pain in my bowels, I haflened to the ncarcft vil-
lage, and fortuna~ely found its inhabitants com-
paflionate and humane. I begged of them, by
means of figns and gefiures, to give a fiek mall

. leave to remain there a few hours. They Dot only
granted my requefi ; but. two of their '-)111<':11

brought me fome new milk, and a piece of a cer-
tain root, which they defired me to chew. I then
lay down on the graf<;, and foon fell a flecp.-
When I awoke I found myfelf covered with.forne
buffalo-hides, and in a profufe fweat, for it now
appeared, that the root which I had chewed,
was, a powerful fudorific. Wher, I got up I felt
myfelf quite reftored; I ftaid, however, aU nigh t
at the village, and learned that it was called
Muiha.

On the following day, I proceeded to within a
{hart diflancc of the Satamaha, a large ravine near
the borders, without feeing a fingle village. A
tall robufr man came up to me, and afked me,
whither I was going? I anfwcred, To my nati e
country. He advifed me to leave that road, as it
was not fafe, and to go with him. On my inquir-
ing to what country he belonged, he faid, that he
was a Gohawavan, and that the borders of his
country were not more than a quarter of a day's
journey diilant. I agreed to accompany him, and

ve
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we icon arrived at Zahmago, the Iirfl; village be-
yond the border. Here likewife everyone was
curious to fee me; Iny drefs efpecially excited
much attention. Some feerned to take me for a
'white Ilave,' and {hewed an inclination to employ
rne as fuch. But when they found that I did not
unclerihnd their language, nor they mine, they
took me for £111Oriental; as I had intimated to
them by ilgns.' They, therefore, behaved very
friendly to me, as they themfelves derive their
origin frorn the Orientals. This nation is very
poor, as they neither breed cattle, nor cultivate
the foil, but fubfifi entirely by hunting, and re-
ceive corn from the Birians, in exchange for the
fkins of the animals which they kill. They here
obtain, by preflurc from a kind of plums, a li,
quor which tafies exceedingly well, when mixed
with water. The number of inhabitants in the
whole {tate docs not now exceed feven thoufand
Jive hundred. This nation is {aid to have been
formerly very powerful, but by inceflant wars they
fo'weakened thernfclves, that they were driven
from their ancient territory, fituated, as they
thelnfeJves fay, in a 'lDofi fertile trac1 of country
nnder the line. The King of Biri took compaffion
-on them, gave them an afylum in his kingdom.
They have be .ome more peaceable, and have ado?t ..
ed the Jaws, manners and cufroms of the Birians,

N with
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with whom they arc cIofely allied by frequent
marriages. They are diftinguifhed howeverfrom
the Birians by their fuperior frrength of body, and
tallnefs of Itature ; by their Hat nofes and large
eyes, and by the cuftom of wearing rings of the
teeth of animals in their nofes. Although they
are poor, they entertain every ftranger twenty-
four hours: but unfortunately they are too much
addicted to theft; for inflance, immediately after
my arrival in the village, a flout young fellow took
my hatchet out of my hand, and ran off with it.
Others, taking a fancy for the buttons on my
waiftcoat, attempted to pull them off; and to
prevent them from frripping me of the waiflcoat
itfelf, and with it of all my money, I cut off four of
the buttons, and prefented them to the chief, who
protected me againft any further attacks.

On the following morning I rcqueftcd the chief,
in whofe hut I had flept, to grant me a. fafe con-
duct through his territory: but probably he did
not undcrftand me, as he only pointed to the tract
through which my route lay. I therefore pro-
ceeded alone; and loon came to a thicket; here I
fat down, and cut off a1J the remaining buttons
from my waiftcoat, that I might travel with more
fecurity in future, by thus removing every thing
that might tempt the natives to ill treat me.

After
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After an hour's walk I arrived at a village;
which was fituated on the fide of a hill, and confifted
of feventy huts. Ientered it for the purpofe of
filling my calabafh with water, and fortunately
made myfe1f underftood by the inhabitants, as
one of them comprehended feveral of my words.
When I requefi:ed [orne water, they conducted me
to the well, and brought me a frick, to which was
fafi:ened the half of an excavated gourd, with which
I drew up fome water, and filled my calabafh.-
Though numbers of the inhabitants flocked round
me, hom motives of curiofity, yet Iwas permitted
to purfue my journey without molefi:ation. I
now had to climb, with much danger and diffi-
culty, over a rocky chain o,f mountains, which
Itretched towards the north: and with fatigue,
after a journey of three leagues, arrived at Ba-
jaka, almofl fainting with thirfl and heat. Here,
after I had rcfrcfhed myfelf with food and drink,
I laid down by the fide of a hut, and Ilcpt all night
in the open air, without any covering; in confe-
qucncc of which I was afllicted with' a violent
catarrh and cough.

On the 26th and 27th the road was again very
had, and rugged; and I found only one village,
confitling of Ievcntcen huts.

N2 On



1'RAVKLS IN THE

On the z Sth and 29th I travelled a plain, in
which I here and there found bufhes and clumps of
trees. On the latter day, I was obliged to take re-
fuge in one of the trees, being purfued by fix wild
dogs. After remaining there fome hours, I ven-
tured to tet forward again; but proceeded with
great difficulty andpain, having neither provifions
nor water, and being obliged to fubfifl entirely on
roots and leaves. .

On the 30th, I entered a valley, and foon after
arrived at the borders at' the: kingdom of Mataman y

which. -is bounded by the river Sohmoh. This
'river runs through the valley; it is in general not
more than eight or nine feet wide, but in winter it
frequently fwells to fuch a degree, as to overflow
the whole valley, which is two miles in breadth.
This kingdom is mountainous: there are, how-
ever, many fruitful vallies, moft beautiful mea-
-dows, and an abundance of fruit trees; but the
natives are too indolent to improve what the
-bountiful 11J.nd of nature has beitowed upon
them.

The King of this country governs with unli-
mited power: he is fiyled Sobaaiooia (the elected
by the goq.s); the office is hereditary, and in failure
of male iflue, even females inherit it. When a f~-

male
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male fuccceds to the throne, {he IS allowed to
choofe one of her fubjects for a hufband, who go-
verns conjointly with her. The elders or chief
men of the land, however, prcvioufly examine
whether he is properly qualified. The King of
this country is at the fame time high-pricft and
augur, and likewife chief inftructor of youth.
His decifions are refpcctcd and obeyed, even when
he decides unjuft:ly. He alone enjoys the privilege
of having more than one wife; and appoints the
{ubordinate judges and priefts, &c. He never
takes the field in perf on , but commits the com-
mand of his troops to another. The Ioldicrs are
brave, and particul: rly expert in the ufe of the
bow: I was told, that the King could raife an army
of thirty thoufrnd men. In the whole kingdom
there are only three large towns, of which Seen-
hofa, tl e relidence of the King., and dift:ant two
days journey from that part of the borders where
I entered the ~?untrr, contains the greateft num,
bel' of inhabitants. The King appoints in, every
town and village a chief, who is called the Moh-
woia, and who at the fnne time executes the office
of pricfl : but the Mol wah cannot decide by his
own authority, but mull make a report to the
King on all matters of impvrLLI CC. \~ri 1 n:fpecr
to their religious rites, this nation has fume things
,ill common with the Mahomctai s, as, for inflance,

N J circum.
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circumcifion, with certain concomitant ceremonies.
Their meetings for the performance of religious
worlhip are held in the morning in the open air, at.
a place which the prieft choofes. Their form of
worfhip is very Iimple : the congregation forms a
ring, and the prieft, fianding in the centre, ad-
dreffes a difcourfe to them. Matrimonial con-
tracts are concluded here, as among the Southern
Caffres, without any religious ceremonies. The
men love and efleern their wives, and therefore
do not overwhelm them with exceflive drudgery,
but take upon themfelves many of thofe laborious
employments, which among others of the African
tribes are a.ffign~d to the women. Till about their
~ourth year, the children are wholly under the
care of their parents; but after that period, th~boys
are inflructed by the Mohwoia, and the girls by
his wife. .

Their drefs confifls of aprons, which reach down
to the knee. Thefe aprons arc made of palm
leaves. The men twift their hair round ~ieces of
bone, generally the ribs of fh ,pp; and I have feen
fome who had fix or eight fuch ornaments on their
heads. The women tie their hair with flips of lea-
ther ,and manyof them have no lefs than fix of thcfe
hanging over the face. They have only one prin-

~;pal
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cipal meal in a day, namely, after fun-fet , at other
times of the day they occafionally eat fome millet
and corn with four milk, From their extreme in-
dolence, thefe people are oft.en in want of provi-
11011S; for they will rather endure hunger for a
few days than ufe any extraordinary exertion to
prpcure food. Salt is feldom to b <' met with in
this country: they procure it from Mazurnbo, in
exchange for fkins ; but fometimes are for years
without a requifite fupply, when they happen to
be at war with the inhabitants of that kingdom.
when no other can be obtaincd.Jome of them ufe
a bad kind of fait, obtained by burninp- the bones.
of animals.

When I arrived at the firft village in the Mata-
man territory, I was immediately taken to the hut
of the Mohwoia, from whom I received fome milk
and a handful of barley. When J had eaten this,
the man, who had co~ducred me to the village,
Iikcwife brought me fome milk and barley : this
difpleafed, the Mohwoia, and a violent difpute
arofe between them, which however was not at-
tended with any bad confequences. The Moh-
woia contended, that he alone had the right to
entertain me, becaufe he was the chief; the other,
on the contrary, aflerted that he 'was entitled to

N 4 that



that privilege, as he had bro'l'!ght me with him to
the village 41; •

On the following day I fet out for Seenhofa,
with he intention to pay my refpects to the King;
th '1ihwoia ordered fome of the men of the vil-
lage to put me into the right road, and gave me 4

cala afh of water and a handful of meal to take with
me. ffill towards noon I had to march over H:eep
mountains, and found mofl beautiful meadows in
the interjacent valleys. Ipalled the village Yeau-
hon, and arrived about mid-day at the village Ka-
foho, confifring of about forty neat 'well-built huts.
I repaired to the Mohwoia's, and was fupplied with
fame meal and water. The road now led through
a very fruitful valley, in which, befides other tree,
Imet. with a number of trees bearing a fort of
apples. I ate rome of the fruit, and refolved to
pars the night under one of the trees: but a herd
of buffaloes paying me' an unwelcome vifit, I was

, obliged to take refuge among the branches. At
break of day the buffaloes left me at liberty to
purfue my journey, and I foou afterwards arrived

• I fount! in the fequcl, that the Moll woia "vas in the right;
as, according to th!;-Iaws of the country, he ~1Uft receive and
entertain {hangers; and is allowed to take corn for their ufc
out of the corn magazine, of which he has the fuperintcndancc-

a~
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at a village called Okohama, where however I did
not ftop, but proceeded with all poflible fpeed to-
ward Seenhofa. As I approached nearer that ca-
pital, I pafled through fever al fruitful vallies,
,abounding with fruit trees; and at length came to
an aqueduct, which conducted water to the town
from a difi:1llce of half a German mile. On the
fide of this aqueduct I now proceeded, and reached
the town before fun-let. .I immediately went to
the Mohwoia's, who g:rvc me fome barley and four
111i.lk, and then condi Cl:ed me to a hut adjoining
his O'\\1n, where I flept without being diflurbed, the
Mohwoia having carefully faftened the door.

My wiih to fee the King was foon gratified: for
early in the morning the Mohwoia came into my
hut, and. winked me to follow him. He conducted
me tl rough a long flrcet, with huts on both fides,
to a graJs-plot, where a number of men formed a
circle, in the centre of which I frw the Sohaawoia
(or King), He appeared to be about forty years
of a!rc, was featcd upon a round block of wood,D A

and held his battle-axe in his hand. I had on the
prcc~diHg day taken out four guilders from be;,
rween the lining of my waiflcoat for the purpofe
of prefcnting them to the Kin'; and with there
in my hand lent 'red the ring. His Majeiiy en-
{:luiredof m (through the medium of aile of the
. by.
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by-fianders, who feemed to have undertaken the
office of interpreter), whence Ihad come, whither
I was going, and why I vifited his dominions. I'
.had much difficulty to underftand thefe quefiions :'
but the interpreter was frill more puzzled to com-
prehend my anfwers; for he had but a very flight
knowledge of the Caffrarian language. Having
explained to the King what I had anfwered, he was
ordered to afk me whether I were a Moor or a•
Chriftian. I anfwercd that I was an Arab; for I
fuppofed that they were 110t acquainted with that
name. I now prefented the four guilders to the
King; and requefted him to grant.me a fupply of
the neceflaries of life. He viewed the money for
lome time, and then ordered one of his wives to
retch iome 'meal and milk. She immediately
obeyed; and I fat down on the ground to eat the
mixture which fhe prepared for me. I then ac-
companied his Majefry to his hut, where a mat was
given me to fit on. He now examined me with
greater attention, :1Odbade the interpreter tell me
that, if I gave him more pieces of money, he would
retain me here and appoint me a Kayfeeto, i,c. a
fcrvant. I proteftcd that I had not a lingle piece
of money left; hut his offer I accepted with plea-
lure, hoping thereby to acquire an accurate know-
ledge of the hngUtlge, laws, and cuftoms of the
country. But in the courfe of a few days, I found

that
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that they confidered me as no better than a com-
mon Have) and tint 1 was in danger of being,
fooner or later, bartered or fold to fome other na-
tion '~. I was plen tifully fu pplied with proviiions ;
but Twas not fatisfied with the behaviour of the
King towards me in other relpccts. The royal
houfdlOld confifled only of his wife and children,
and of a few fervants, all of whom lodged in fe-
paratc huts. The King being very jealous, I was'
not allowed to go near the women, but ufually at-
tended him in his own hut, or when he went to
the chace. The latter part of my employment was
fomctimes very laborious, for I was obliged to
carry home the game which we killed. But, for-
tunately for me, the King never went a hunting
except when his frock of provifions happened to
be exhauH:ed; for, whilfr a fufRciency remained,
his Majefty, as well as the gret\.ter part of his fub-

... When the Europeans difcovcrcd the coatis of Africa, they
perhaps leurncd the i1ave-tr"de from the natives ; for among all
the African nations which I vifited, the Southern Caffres ex-
cepted, the practice of felling human beings cxifl s ; and in the
cour1C, of a few years the 'Daves often pals through the hands or
feventl nations; as, for intiance, the Matumaniaus barter them
away for {;t!t to the Muzumboriians, a ru] the M'lZ1Il11bollians
for gr'lin to the inhabitants of Congo; and thus they are tr.ms-
ferred from one mafter to the 'other, till at length they come into
the pol1i.:ilion of the Europeans,

!~".J
jeCts,
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jects, gave himfelf up to ii dolencc and Ilccp'; which
was likewife difagreeable to me, for whilft he Ilept
I was obliged to remain quite Hill in tlie hut.
My daily fareconfiiled of about a pound of meal
or corn, and a quart of four milk; but when I
was allowed flcfh meat, my uiual portion of meal
was not given me. The King was a man of mid.
dling flature and good appearance; he had fix
wives and fourteen children, His ion refided in
the eaftern divilion of the town, being appointed
Mohwoia there. The King one clay took me with~. .
111m to the habitation of this fon, and {hewed me
to his two children, girls of the age 'of {even and
nine. The girls began to fkip round me, and ex-
claimed, Tono Kolo ! i. e. a beautiful White! But
their mother having exprefled the fame favourable
opinion of me, the Mohwoia became jealous, and
fi oke for a confidcrable til ie to his father con-
cerning me. The others having left the hut, the-
eldcil daughter endeavoured to explain to me 'what
had been determined upon d lring this convorfa-
tion; which was to this effeCt, that as they feared
left I fhould attempt to fcduce the wives of the
King and his Ion, they purpofcd to feU me to
another nation. In confcqucncc of this intelligence,
I rclolvcd to make my '{("IK, if! fh' uld be refuted
rc.nniilion to dcp: rtf

On
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On the following day I. requefled the king to
permit me to continue my journey to my own
country,' but he told me that I mufi wait here a
few days longer, and then might travel in company
with fome of his fubjects, who intended to carry
Iorne commodities to barter with a neighbouring
nation. I well knew that I myfelf was one of the
commodities which they meant to barter awa.y,
and therefore cagerly looked for an opportunity to
make my cfcapc , and a favourable one occurred
on the 29'th ofNovember. On that day I attended
my mailer to the chace, carrying a calabafh full of
water, fome millet in a leatl ern bag, and a fpear ;'!'
but was ordered not to quit him [0 often, nor go
to fuch a difiance from him as I had been accuf..
tomed to do, but to be at hand, ready to afiift him
with the fpear, in cafe of danger. We proceeded
towards a beautiful wood, fituated to the weft of
the town. As foon as we had entered this wood,
I pretended ,that I had been feized with a violent
pain in my bowels, and fat down on the ground.

l'NTERlDR OF AFRICA.

* The head of this fpear wa two inches ill breadth, a foot
long, and an inch thick, and fafl:ened with tho,ngs to a pole.
IIuuters generally carry fuc h 'i,e<lr ,to defend them{Clvcs in eafe
they fhould be attacked by wild beafls, efpecially fuch as have
been rendered more ferocious hy wounds,' They are likcwife
! fed in war i ant! then thf points of [hem arc poifoned,

My
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My mafler believing meta be really ill, gave me
leave to remain there till he fhould call me, took
his [pear and went on, The moment I had left
fight of him I fprang up and turned to the north,
endeavouring to reach fome mountains in that di-
rection. Though the heat was exceflive, and I
was extremely tormented by thirft, I exerted all
my Ilrength, and ran as faft as Ipoffibly could, not
even Rowing to take a draught of water from the
calabafh, In three hours I reached the banks of
a river, called, as I afterwards learned, the CayctbO',
i. e. "Sweet River." Fortunately for me this
river was n!=ltdeep, and I could ford it without
danger; but in my hurry I {huck my fON with
fuch violence againfl: a fharp Hone in the water,
that I fell down, and Ihould certainly have been
,drowned, had the current of the river heen more
rapid. Fortunately, however, I was able to get up
again, and reached the oppofitc bank in fafety. I
immediately continued my flight, and altho' 1 Iaw
villages to the right and the left of me, I carefully
avoided them, and luckily none of the inhabitants
faw me. Towards evening I reached a wood, where
I was forced to flop, the wound in my foot having
become cxceflively painful. I Ilcpt little, and in
the morning was fcarcely able to put my foot to
the ground; therefore, as I had [orne millet left, I
refolved to remain where I was, and applied fame

green
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green leaves to the wound, which fomewhat alle-
viated the pain.

On the firfl: of December I limped howly on,
and at noon reached the town called Drofah. This
town has fou r flreets, and confifis of about two
hundred and fifty huts, lying in the form of a half-
moon. There is a great deal of good pafiure-
ground in the neighbourhood. Ienquired for the
!vIohwcia, and was immediately conducted to him;
he behaved in a very friendly manner towards
me, efpecialJy after 1 had made him a prefent of
three guilders; but when he obferved the hurt in

, my foot, he refufed me admiffion into his hut,
from an apprchenfion that he might catch a fimilar
hurt. No one would now receive me: at lafl ,
fl.Owcver, an old man, who, probably, was free
from this ridiculous prejudice, took pity on me,
and led mcfo his hut, where he gave me fome
milk; after which he fetched tome green leaves,
bruited them with a flone, a cl applied them to
my foot. On the following morning the pain had
abated, and therefore as I was afraid of being pur-
fued, I took leave of the hoipitable old man, giving
him a guilder in r turn for the kindnefs he h: d
[hewn me. I proceeded in a north-cafierly dire -
tion, and about noon arrived at a village called
Akilah, but flopped there only a few hOUTS, as the

inhabitants
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inhabitants feemed inclined to detain and make j.

nave of me; but perhaps my ragged drefs, the
hurt in my foot, and my long Leard, deterred
them. Having obtained a little milk from one of
them, I continued my journey. About an hour's
walk fr0111the village, at a narrow pafs between
the mountains, three Ilout men ran towards me,
and put feveral quefrions to me, mofl of which I
underfiood, namely, whence I came, whither I
was going, and to what country Ibelonged? I
anfwered, that Iwas a native of the weft, and was
travelling towards my own country: but that did
not hinder them from putting many other quef-
tions to me; and, as I did not underfiand their
-queries, and therefore could return no anfwer, two
of them laid hold of me by the arms, whilfi the
third took my calabafh, and led me to a place
where they had killed a young wolf, which they
ordered me to take upon my fhouldcrs and carry
after them: I hefitated, and fhewed them the hurt
in my foot, but in. vain, for one of them gave
me fome blows with a [pear, and threatened to
run me through if would not carry the carcafe
of the wolf. I took if upon my back and followed
them, but flowly ; thcy therefore puihcd me 01\

by repeated blows. The great heat, fatigue and
pain; [0 overpowered me, that Ifcvcral times funk
under my load. I implored them to have pity on

me'- ,
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me; liut their hearts being Iteeled againfr all my
tntreaties, they beat me till I again got up. At·
lalc I arrived, half dead with pain and fatigue, at
the village which I llad left a few hours' before.
When I had depofited my load, my cr~lel tor-
mentors bid IDe be gone. Not being able to walk,
I fat down by the fide of th ir hut to t'e1l111yfelf;
but even this indulgence "vas denied me. I there-
fore crawled along as well as I could, till I came to
the hut where Iliad received fame milk at noon.
The OW11<::rof it happened to be looking but at the
~oor, and I begged of him to take pity on me.
He afked me, what hindered me from walking j

and when I Ihewed him the hurt in my foot, he
I

txpreifed his willingnefs to aHift me. Perceiving
that my whole b xly was covered with blood, part
of wllich, however, had flowed down' my waifr~
coat, from the carcafe of the wolf, he became fEll
kinder, and vcn exp -cflcd by his gefiures how
much he was incenfcd aglinll thofe who had treated
me with fLlch cr relty. He ipread out a fheep-ikin
before the hut, and ];;n e me fit d wn b~ it; he
then looked at my foot, and immediately Ipoke
roa girl, who foon returned with fcveral kine S of
}elves, which he c:1l"cfully examined? and then

applied to L.y foot. I then rec i ed forr.e meal
~wd milk; and was in every r {p.,a tr aie 1 as if I
had been a ; ative of the ounrry. A couch was

o prepared

\
", .
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prepared for me in the hut, and fome Ikins "ref"
given me to cover Inyfelf. At firfi I was not able
to Ileep, partly on account of the pain which I fuf-
fared, and partly through fufpicion , as I did not
yet altogether truft my hoH:. But my fuipicions of
his integrity were quite erroneous ; for he was a
truly benevolent pltilan.thropiJl, as his fubfequenr
behaviour clearly proved. At dawn of day he
arofe and afked, whether the pain had abated?
On my anfwcri.ng in the negative, he feemed fur.,
prized, bccaufe he had fllppdd the leaves would
operate fl:ronger. He now bid me come before
the hut. I crawled out; he look;:d at th~ fore,
and was much terrified at the fight, as it was
worfe. He fent, however, without hefitation, for
another kind of leaves, refembling thofe of Our
willows, bruilcd them on a fione, and made them
tip with greaie into [live, wit' which he rubbed
my Lg with fo much violence, that I had ne:lrly
loft my fenfes ; he then tied a thor g or {hap around
the fwollen part ':md bade me lay down. I did [0,

and the pain growing lefs vio ent, . I fell afiecp.
When I awoke in the evening, I found that rn.y
foot had been wrapped up in p:..Im-leaves, and th~\t'
the pain had ab: ted very L uch. Full' ei ht days
elapf d, however, before I could put- my foot to
the ground. Dur ng this time a 11'1:111carneinto
the hut, whom my hofl acquainted with the

eircumfianccs

I •



dtcumfiances of my cafe, and in particular with
the ill-treatment I had experienced from ferne of
the inhabitants, at which he expreffed great indig- .
nation. When he had left the hut, I learned that
he was the Mohwoia, Ion-in-law of my benefac-

I I tor, and that he promifed to punifh thefe cruel
wrei:c es. On the tenth day I intended to de-
part, but my benefactor's wife having bee~ deli-
vered of a boy, I was obliged to fray till the next
day, to aflifi at a feflival, c lebrated on that ocea-
fion- O~ my departure I was prefented with fame
provifion for my journey. Having paffed through
three villages, I reached, in the evening, the boun-
daries of the Secgerines, where I ftaid the night
in the village of Mukofah, feated on a hill.

,..
I
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CHAP. VII.

lIiflory of tbe Setgerines-Nationa! 'ChataG7er of that
People-The .rlutbor arrives in tbe jitjl Village of
the Seegeri11.cs, called Mukifah-On the Slaw
T'rade-c-rlccount oj a Tyger Huni=-Prifecusion .of
tbe Journey-The Autbor is uZ7"r(ed,as a Prifoncr ;
into the Province of Porgubomat (called in tbe
Map Ojila) bitt well treated-Riflory and Defcrip-
tion ?f tbat Nation-e-Tbe Author is ordered, in Coni-
pany with otber Men, to march to the Frontiers , to
attack an ~Jqfli!eTrader in Slaves, with a large
'Tranfport of Negroes, bitt being taken Prijoncr,
and labouring under great 'Troubles and Dijjz'culties,
is conducted to the Sovians-Dcfcription of this Na-
tion, which bears a c/qfe Refemblance to the Iuba-
bitants of Angola-DifFerence in point of Languag'e
-'The Author is made a Cotoberd in the Ser·vice if
the ]VIani-The/ourt/; Wife of the J}lall~ entertains
an illicit P,?JJiOIlfor bim-.He !feapes from ber by.
Flight to Angola--Account of that Kingdom, its
Hiflory, Boundaries; and Produce-i-On tbe Killg~
tbe Political Co/!flitUlioit, 1 eligicm, Manners, Cllj-
tOJJU, and National Drifs-'The Author;" robbed
by au Evanga (j'lIdrN.) of his Money and Journa/~
and is ill the mqJ't imminent Danger of Lojing his Life,

bur
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- but is liberated through the King's ,'./lice, and
Humanitv-e-Defcription of ibe 'Town of hIabakab,

<, tbe Rifzdence of the King on thf River Coanza. '

THE Seegerincs are a poor and lazy people,
who live almoll entirely by hunting. They

were formerly a powerful nation, and poffeifed a
vafi: empire; but in confequence of the numerous
wars in which they were engaged with their
neighbours, they lofl by far the greaten: part of
their potfeffions. Their territory is at prefent
about two days journey in length, and half a day's
journey in breath; the population of the country
exceeds not eight thoufand inhabitants, arid they
live in miferable huts, each cornpofed 6£, four
poles or flakes, and covered with reed grafs. The
villages in general confift of ten or twelve huts!
The colour of the Seegerincs is of a re.ddiih caft,
fomewhat tinctured with brown. They are fmall
in fizc, and wear no other drefs than a fmall
apron: their hair is {hart and curled, and they
have flat nofes, They enjoy the reputation of
being good n arkfmen, and bear an excellent cha-
racter for hoipitality, but arc juftly c nfured
for the vicious habit, which is LmC1:iOl d by their
la"livs, of robbing well drefled [(rangers of their
c oaths. This nation has no king, but is goycrned
by a chief? called Koojamah. They procure their
, ,.' 0 .3 falt
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faIt from a mountain, Iituated to the weitward,
, I

and exchange p:l -t of it for the produce of neigh-
bouring difiricts. The prifoners whom they take,
elpecially from the Malarnans, with whom they
are frequently at war, are exchanged for other
commodities, and fall at Iaft into the hands of
the Ilave merchants on the coalt of Congo.

I Ihall here fay a.few words on the Have-trade.
The dealers in Haves are Moors, who make in-
curfions as far as the defert of Sahara, fteal children
and young perfons in the interior of Africa, and
give them to the chiefs of .towns in exchange for
cattle, guns, gunpowder, and lead. The chiefs
colle a -theie unfortunate people, and fell them in
couples, of from tv cnty to it);ty' head, to the
-Portuguczc, French, and ];:llg;1iLh, on the coafl, "'11

their way to vhich , they are frequently obliged
to travel on foot ten, or perhaps twenty days, and
arc ufed worie than cau ,e. Had not thc inha-
bitants of thefe Coui1tTies p;ot acquainted with
Europeans and tl: cir "':1.'CS, the Ila rc-tradc c uld
Dever have tal-c l pl,lCc. T'hc fri ends of mankind
are. juIHy filled with horror at the barbarous
treatment which the unfor u t ilaves cxpcricr ce
fran thefe Chrifrian canniba s. In h W many
countri s has the relirrion of C uifl: been :fh......me-
• l) "

fully mifufd, for tl e purp()[c 0 opprcllion ; J.n9~
, by,



INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 1'99 _

bv a~'lig11ing:free-born men to a Hation as it were
I LI I ...

between men and brutes, been made the abomi-
nable inflrument of acquirir g pow r, and amaffing
wealth. \lVe are not therefore to wonder, that in
coun tries where, for this very purpofe, the religion
of Chrift W:lS forced upon the inhabitants with
:fi.l~e and [word, could 2~·;lmno ground, and that
rhe name of a Chriitian became the watch-word
of perfecution,

But to return to my jour! eYe On my arrival
in the village of the Seegerines, they affembled
around me, and conducted me to the chief. By
him I was refrefhed with water, mixed with the
juice of plums, and bade to fit down. Unac-
quainted with their languag~:> I endeavoured to
c(Cprcfs by figns from whence I en c, and y hither
Iwas going. On my pointing to the region, to.
wards which I intended to travel, they made a
variety of gcH:ures~ from which I han reafon . to
infer, that they wiihed to diffuad me from pro-
cee~ling thither.

The next day I collected what information I was
able to obtain as to the neighbouring country, and
in the afternoon went 011 a hunting party, in com-
rany with four men of the village. The iirlCs;-une
. 04 they
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they faw was a tyger, which they refolved imrne-
diately to purfue, laughing at the fear which Iex.
prefled on' this occafion. They actually fucceeded -
in kiEng the tyger, without receiving the leait in-
'jury the ifelves. While two men were throwing
javelins at him, the next flood by them, holding
in their righ] hand a [pear, and in the left a piece
of buffalo or elephant's hide, that they might be
,able to defend rhemielves, in cafe ~hat the tyg~.r
Ihoul not be mortally wounded and attack them.
This was here cally the cafe , he tried to feize the
f . 1 iof] by the throat, but this man, undifmayed
by t e l"flgeof ....e ferocious animal, thrufi his hand,
'Happed up in: leather, into hIS throat, and thus
prevented him from biting: he a't thc fa ie tim~
pierced him with the fpear he held in his right
ha d,· and the tyger was fOO~1killed by the other
~l..r c, '

01 the 15t~of December I purfucd my journey
t roug 1 a valley, where Ifound a fpring of water,
of a yellowifh colour and acrid taflc.* I paflcd by
three villag , but ftopped in the fourth, cal ed

if Probably vitriolatcd water, imprcgnated with f rruginous

particlcE.
Aimahtc,

"
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Aimahto, where I refte? an hou~' under a fine rna-
rahora-tree, * and was clofely viewed by the inha::
bitants: One of them prefented me with' a piece
of wolf's flefh, which I loathed at firfl, but hiving
tried it at lait, from want of other food, I mufc
confefs that it tafied better than buffalo flefh,
Six miles from this village I met, in the profecu-
sion of my journey, in a [mall wood, with an im-
~nenfe'nuinber ~f turtles, which tempted my app~-
tire. I refolved according y to ftop there for the
~ight, kindled a fire, and prepared an excellent
fupper of a roafled turtle; but ate fo much that I
did not fleep tiU towards 11orni~g. I had fcarcely
refled an hour, when fe lit g fc 11ethiEgmove at
my feet, I ftar d, and L'1W a fnake, three ells in
'length, and a foot thick,t which devoured the re-
remains of my meat. Struck with terror and dif-
may, I Iprung up and ran to a coniiderable dif-
tance. When I recovered the ufe of my fenfes, I
miffed my calabafh, and was of courfe obliged to, '

* The leaves arc narrow yet long, the branches bent dow n.,

wnr<l~, and the blofforns of a red ca . The fruit is f the fiz.c
of a large pea, round, and yields flour of a fine flavour; of
this they make cakes, which arc nut inferior in tafic to our
boil bifcuits,
t This fpccies of fnnkes, whofe thickncfs bears no propor-

tion to their length, is, I believe, unknown to naturnlifts. ,
return:
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return : I found it at the place where t had Ilcp ,
but the ['lake had di[app~:u-ed. On quitting tl .o
wood, I entered a fine plain, in which the village
of Ogti:h is fituatcd,confifting of about thirty hut.',
\}nwil1ing to Iiop in this viJ1age, I was walking

. ihaight thrQugh it; without :liking for provifion ;
but one of the inhabitants gave me a tortoife-
{hell with water and the juice of plums, which J
emptied, and went all without being in the lcaii de-
tained. I then carne again to a [mall dale, wafhed
by a final] river;' whole water was not drinkable;
yet i~Iupplied l11G with Iome fine mufcles, of which
I made a comfortable meal, and reached in the
evening a chain of rocky mountains, which formed
the boundary of the country, and where I paJIed
the night,

• Early in the p19rning I heardthe found of 11U-,
man voices, and foon f<l.w about twenty armed

, ,

men, who efcorted a troop of prifor c!~" cou led
tog-ether 'two and two. One of th former feizcdo

and conducted me to the cornm::tnder of the ef-
rt, who, after fome cor fide '~Ition, tied my hands

'\ -ith a {trap, and bid me follo v him, Until noon
our road layover mounts ins; Dc armed 1 e were
rough and noify, but the. irifoucrs appeared mourn-
ful and dejected. 11t r oon -C reached the. hrge
VI bgc of Euojaha, wh rc we halted and received

water.
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water. This was the firl1 village in the province of
Porguhoma, called Ofila 'in the maps. Our guard
belonged to this nation, and lived {orne miles far-,
ther northwards. The province of Porguhomat
is about a four days journey difiant from the fron-
tiers of Congo; it pofletles a fruitful foil, and fup-
plies the inhabitants with a variety of productions
in Igreat abundance. They are a warlike nation,
and defend their poflefliou with great Ipirit. Some
told me that the nation 'was able to fend from
eigLteen to t enty thoufand men into the fie1d;
h!.lt this, I think, is a p<1 puble cxaggcr<1tion., for the
country is but thinly p opled. In former times
thi ' country was fuhjcCl:ed to the kings' of Bengula,
'who drew from it their be:fl:and moil valiant fol-
di rs, but fr qu ntly requited their fer vice with
inrrratitude and W~,L ton cruelty
b .

Kinrr Khigu:m 11;:\jng render I hi nfelf guilty of
a fim ilar condu "l:, the nation railed, in tl c year
1776,' the fl:andard f revolt, t the' .in .to death,
and rendered itfclf nearly ii.de.o ndent. Although
the fon of th mu .dcrec Kill!:\" w; s placed on he
throne, yet he is l-our d to _d with and lry the ad.
vice of the elders, who {on 1 his privy council,
This nation has 111;ny cufio,: . in (' .J1I!On with
the nei hbouring tribcs , but Io,n ;1 C al 0 found
Jlcrc, which arc peculiar to tl eir co 111try.

From
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From the fmall number of women, the men
have frequently but one wife, yet never quarrel
about the right of enjoying their joint property.
The women are reipected, and lefs rudely treated,
than in other pans of Africa. The men apply
themfelves alfo to the rnanazement of houfehold. 0

. affairs, take cue of the cattle, and tranfrct other
dorneflic bufinefs while the women drefs the vic-
tuals, clean matahora, or convert it into flour' nd
grits.

In point of language :1114drefs, this nation per-
feCHy agree.:; with the inhabitants of the coafi of
Congo, Boys are circumcifed the day after their
birth, and held in higher dtim3:tion than girls. I

I have teen mothers furroundcd by twelve, nay,
eightee~ male children, and refpected by them.
Upon' the whole, I am much pleafed with the
mod~ ~f ed~cati~n 'which prevails in this pro-
~ince. A child, as foon as it can talk, enjoys the
inflruction of \t5 grandfather, or, if he Ihould be
dead, of its father, who acquaints it with fuch
plants and fruit as are fit for food, and poir ts
out thofe which are noxious and perni ious to
health. It is alfo taught to weave mats of reed-
grafs; and, as it Grows old r, to aHif1:in a variety
of houfchold-work; the boys, in particular, are

• made to apply themfelves 'to hunting, and thereby
acquire
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::lcquire agility and courage. He who kills an ele-.
phant is no longer c1aifed among boys but men.

Though all ftrangers, not engaged in any branch
of traHick with the nation, are confidered as Ilaves,
yet they are treated with great kindnefs, and not
fold; for they detdl: the Have-trade, and make it
their bufin is by main force to wrcft from other
natibns fuch Haves as arc deftined for fale. P.rifo~ers
of war experience alfo a kind treatment; and if
they with it, are incorporated with the nation.

I was at length carried into the vilbge of Sol-
raho, the place of rclidcnce of the nominal King1
and delivered to that petty fovereign with. qJ.any
ceremonies. He received me kindly, and ordered
my hands to be untied, to be regaled wi th a piece
of c1eph:mt Ileih roaflcd, and conducted me into
a fmall hut. The reil of the prifoners were alio
difiributcd, and 111et all of them with a kind reo'
ception. . ,

Unacquainted with the language of the coun-
try, I was not able to learn what would be my
future fate, yet f' t no uneaiincfs on this point,
as I enjoyed a preference to t ~e ref] of the pri-
foners. While t .c latter were obliged to work
in the field. to cut wood and t lC i re, I was em-

ployed



ployed in fetching, cleaning, drying and bruilirig
'mutabora, '

Mter havihg been a' month in this village, I
obferved that they began to treat me with more
coolnefs. As far as I could difcover the caufe of
this change, it confifted in the fuppofition, that
Iwas a mambutaja (Portugueze); yet I continued
to enjoy liberty and, advantages in preference to
the refl of the prifoners ; nay, they aflured mc,
that I Ihould conftantly be better treated than,
their countrymen were ufed by the Portugueze.

I endeavoured as much as poflible to convince
the Buliba (King) that I was no Portugueze, but
an achkahrey (3. native 'of the eafl country), and
that my nation was at war with the Portugueze,
My endeavours proved fuccefsful; I obtained per-
miflion to fleep in the King's own hut, and was
prefented with a fine Iheep-fkin.

, ,

By way of amufement, I made a potter's difh
for the women, who ,ufed to form their earthen-
'ware in their hands, in a manner as troublefome
as i~ was aukward; I alfo conflructed a fmall
oven, and Ihewed them that meat was roaited,
there much better in pans than over coals. On
account of thefe and other things, I was much

rcfpcCl:edr
I
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refpecred by the nation, but was neverthelefs fro-
quently obliged to go to reft v:::ry hungry, bccaufe .
the people live here in a very frugal manner, and
confllme but little food,

Having lived here fcvcral moriths, I:1t 1aft fell
hlto the hands of another people, the Sovians,"
rhrough a peculiar accident, which I fhall relate
in a few words.

On the 7 th of June 1785' two Ilaves arri ved in. .
rlic village where I refided, 'who had efcaped from
a. tr,oop of iLl yes, efcortcd by a {hong body of '0-

-eians on their way to Bengula. Theft; flav: s 0;'

pofed that, on the r oth, the above troops, confi r-
ing of thirty fL 'CS, would pais clof by the fron-
tiers of Porguhornat, in confcqucnce of 'whic.h, ad-
vice, preparations were: immediately ma e in tue
village, to '[p rfc.:t11-: cfcort or take th"'111 prif'Jn-
ers along with the troop of Ilavcs. I L rne~ at
the fame time, that altho' cr 1 t c countr-y of An-tI o.

gola was' bout an eight days journey difiant fr m
their pr viuce, yet they were here court uti;:.
ready to injure them as well as the Sovians, G id
to defl:.roy tli.cir :[lave-t'·, de. h;]. formerly be m

- Inhabitauts of the' kin~ orn Son" rubjdh:'d to the Kil1l'
of ,i\l1g(]b.

pref t

-r---•
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prefent at feveral incurfions, made for the mere'
purpofe of defending or protecting the frontiers;
but this time I was called upon to aflift in fur-
prifing the enemy.

We put ourfelves in motion on the J 7t(' in
the evening, forty-Ieven in number, half of
whom were atmedwith javelins and hunting-
Ipears, and the reft with battle-a tes. We march.
ed the whole night over mountains and througH
forefls, taking our route towards the north.
eafl, and halted the next morning a few hours on
a mountain, from whence we proceeded to a vil-
lage which lay on the declivity thereof, and
was' calledWakulaho, and belonged to our nation.
Being joined here by tw nty men ve purfued our
march, crofled in the evening a Imall river, march-
ed again the whole night, and faw at break of day
a village lying before us. We refolved to fearch
this village, and to collect information relative to
the time when the troop of ilaves was expected.
Two other combatants who had fore feet, and
. myfelf, were ordered to remain in our reflii P;
place until the reft fuould return fr m the village.

Much pleafed with this order of our commander,
whore name was Kydomoh, we Iay down behind a.
rock and awaited the return of our troop, which

35
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was expected in the evening; but nobody came.
Haying waited the whole night in turn, we pro-
ceeded the next morninrr to the village, withouto ,
either finding our troop, or obtaining the lcaft in-
telligencc whither they had directed their march.
Having proceeded a little way farther on we found
two roads,both marked with fre!h footfieps,
U:nccrtainwhich road we ought to purfue, agreed
at laft to feparate into two parties, one of us turned
.to the north-eaft, while I and another of my com-
panions took the route towards the eafl,

We had not proceeded far, when' we loft all trace
of the road; at lafl., however, we reached the vil-
lage through which the party muft pafs, and
found there that which had a few hours before
taken another road. \Vc r q cited an old man to
give us a night's lodging: he immediately granted
our rcqucft. A little after, nidnight we heard a
r;reat noife in the village, and believing that our
friends ,vel'€:coming back, we haftened out of the
hut to {hew ourf lvcs to them, but we were
grievou:fly miftakcn , for it was the enemy, who,
having received intelligence of the intended attack
'upon them.had tak .11 a different route,and arrived
here without any oppofition. They carried off
with them, 1 fides u , Lome young women belong-

P iug
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ing to the village; and' continued their march a!}
the following day through woods and over moun'
tains. In the evening we arrived at a village called
Brhtyho, which lies in the territory of the Sovians.
The captives were all conducted to the Mani,
(Judge), who ordered us fome four milk and
rnedabahat, (a kind of pear) for fupper. The place
where we lodged all night was very inconvenient,

I

as about fixty perfons were obliged to lie in one
hut; and confequcntly none of us were able to
fleep,

In the ,morning they fafiened us together by
threes, and marched us farther. The road was
extremely bad, and mofi of us were incapable of

I proceeding farther; (11) the wounds in their feet
caufcd them great pain. Although in the evening
we faw villages on hoth fides of the road, yet we
were obliged to pais the night in the open air, as
they were afraid of being attacked. The villages
of this tract M country gell~rally confiit of from
fixteen to twenty wretched low Iquare huts, which
are covered with reed-grafs.

After midnight we agail;1 decamped and marched
till about noon over a large fandy plain. At laft
we reached a fmall town, where we were (011-

ducted
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d.\lctcd to a hut adjoining the Mani's: here they
took off the thongs "withwhich they had tied us to ..
g~ther, and gave us fome peale-meal and milk.
Many of the captives had their feet fo (welled as to
he unable to walk. The foles of my feet were
likewife covered with blifrers, and the feet and legi ,
wounded in feveral places by thiflles. Everyone
)10W endeavoured to cure himfelf as well as he
could. Among the natives ,1 obferved many who
feerned to feel compaffion for our fufferings.

This nation agrees in manners, cufiorns, religion,
drefs, and mode of life with the Angolans: in their
LlOguage' only is there fome difference, but not of
any importance. Indeed the Angolans, Ofilans,
and Sovalans Ipeak the fame language, but in the
Oman dialcct : i, u; h, g, and w, are never, or at
leaft very rarely pronounced. The following may
fcrve as an example.

WORDS OF THE OSILANS.
At; they are As they are
written. pronounced,

Engalo E1!alo a wild boar.
.AIgagia Alaia a zebra cat .
POI/go Pono' a baboon.
Duvanda Ovando rice.
Olhrghe Die 'plums.

P.2 111.
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The Sovalans, on the contrary, pronounce thcfc
words very harlhly, viz. Enggzrlo" Algaggia, Pengo.

On, the z3d all the captives were marched to a'
green near the town, and there minutely examined
whether they were properly qualified to be Haves;
and tofuch as had wounds in their feet" a healing- , ,
falve was given. The Mani likewife called me,
viewed and examined my whole body, and afkcd

_;

me if Iwere a Chrifiian. I anfwered in the nega-
tive, and pretended uo be an Oriental. After the
examination was Iinifhed, thirty of the captives,'
among whom were fix women and. two young
girls, were taken to a feparate hut; butthe others,
.and myfclf along with them, were rc-conducted to-
the hut where we lad paired the.night,

On the third day both divifions were fent off ro
Mahpangoh ; but a young handfomc Matamannian
and myfelf, the Mani kept with him. I was dP-.
pointed cow-herd, but the Matamannian, whom
~hcy co ild net truft out of fight, bccaufe they
knew him to be acquainted with the c untry, was
employed in cutting wood arid making mats. A '
native of Bengulu, who had fold himfclf to the
Mani for his daily fubfiflcncc, was my fellow-
herdfinan. We had feventy fhccp and tw nty-
feven ~oflts under our care j thefe \VC drov to the

pafture-
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paflure-grounds in the day time, out always
brought them back in the evening to a hut built
on purpofc for them; and whe e we likewife
ilcpt,

, Everymorning each of us received a handful of
meal and a pot of milk. But this portion was far
..fl'om fuflicient to fatisfy us; and we therefore
·ufcd privately to milk the goats andewes. The
Mani was of a good-natured humane man; but
his fix wives were very fcvere and quarrclforne:
his fourth wife, in particular, whofe name was
Natahar,' was very libidinous, and when fhe came
:t 0 milk the g.o;'lts, watched evexy opportunity of
being alone with me; holding out temptations to
me, which however ,I avoided as much as poflible,
and pretended riot to underfland her wifhes,

-MY comrade atl:ed differently, and complied
with her folicitations as often as fhe defired it,
and did not fcruple to convcrfe too freely with
her even in my pretence. 'Vhcn this lufrful wo.
man found th t all her arts and flattery were loft
upon me, herJovc was converted into hatred,
and fhc [c mcd to be attempting fome means of
putting me out of the way, as fhc feared that r
iho;uld 4pfcnn her hufband of her bchaviour , in

f 3 which
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which cafe a fevere punifhment would await
.her,

She one day told my comrade that fhe had de-
termined to get rid of me; and he immediately
informed me of it, and advifed me to be upon
my guard. I began to confider with myfelf that,
though fhe would not fell me, as Ipaffed for an
Oriental, yet fhe might fend me to the Portu.
gueze, and demand a large ranfom, which I mufl
have repaid by feveral years fervitude and hard
labour." Nay,' perhaps, the revengeful woman

.. If the Portuguese had ranforned me, I HJU(1 linvc ferved
feveral yrars as a fc,ldlcr and thus have repaid the raufom-
monl'y: and, in cafe of my refufal to conform to the ({omi{h
Church, I fhould have been expofcd to mt;ch iII-treatment.":'"
The affertion i. entirely without foundation. that the Portu-
gucze, Dutch, and Engliili. have frequently liberated unfortu-
nate Europeans from flavery , and immediately canied them tQ

E~rol)e. To have the arms marked with crofles, names, and

figures, and the like, is 'no proof that a perton has been a tlave
among the African nations. On board of {hip, every [lilor is
ready, for a piece of tobacco or a 'glafs of bran,lly. to prick fuch
fi~~rcs in the arms, thighs, or legs. They perform this with
two or three pins or needles tied togerher: the part which they
iULCIlCl to thus ornament being firft tightly bound. In the Imal!
wound: made by the needles they rub gUll-powder, which giv~~
them a blue colour. At St, Helena, St. Jago, St. Clare, and

~t
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might abfolutely poifon me. To avoid the latter,
I every day exchanged my own portion of pro-
vifion for my partner's; but at IaU determined to
endeavour to effect: my efcape, as the f befi means
of fecuring myfelf from her fnares and perfc.
cution.

As I knew I might confide in my comrade, I
difcovered my defign to him, and eafily obtained
from him a promife to ailiU me in putting it in
c~ecution, Lendeavourcd to perfuade him to ac-
c.ompany me; but this he refufed, for he was too
lazy and faint-hearted to engage in any enter ..
p.rize attended with fatigue and danger.

at the Gape of Good Hope, vthere are many negroes, who can
thus indelibly fix in the !kin very neat figures and devices.

Nor would my lot have been much better, if one of the mer-
chunts on the .coutl had rauforncd me; for biru too mufl [ have
reirnburfed, by feveral years Iervitude, l\1;l}}}' Europeans, who
by fhipwrcck had f~lIen into the hands of the Africans. and
mlO have been by them 'told to the European factories, now
languifu there in {lavery. They are not fuffi:rcd to depart, tin
they have cuher repaid .the ranfom-money, or earned it by
hard labour. The I'..nglj(b, who boaft of their humanity, pay
large [urns for fuch unfortunate captives, and then tranfport
rhern to their colonies, thus depriving them of the j;uistaCtion
of returning to their dear native foil. The Dutch act in the
fame manner: many Europeans, whom they have pretended
tl) .ranfom, arc detained In their iflands nnd colonie .

Inow
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• I now began to make preparations for my d~
part Ire, by drying in the i\m feveral kinds of
fr it, as, far inflance, ki.l.:ery (J. kind of plums,) and
guajava.r (J. kind of Bears, with a reddifh pulp,)
and refolved to fet out at the time of the next
fun moon, when the Sovalans celebrate a feftival,
and do not go a-hunting, This happened on the
r zth of October, In the morning ~ve drove our
flocks to fome grounds lying to the north of the
town, and where I had fome days before hidden
my flore of dried fruits. When the women had
retired after milking the ewes and goats, I took
leave ef my comrade, and ran as btl as poflible
through a neighbouring wood, and in two hours
read ed a ridge of mountains, which extended
from north to fouth. As I now thought myfclf
out of danger, and had only three villages to pafs
before I reached the borden of Angola, which
was only four days joum y dillant from this
place , I fat down at the foot of the mountain"
and ate feme of my dried fruit. But, on lo~*ing .
to the weft, I dined three lions advancing majcf- .

. ticaUy towards me. Hitherto, inde d, I had paiIeq
unrnolefrcd by fuch animals, but I neverthelefs
thought it prudent to fecure myfelf, and ran to-
wards the mountain. When I looked round, I
obferved that they had turned away to the cafi~
I h re fr und fevcral kinds of fruit; but as I had

yet
I'
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yet a fuflicient frock of dri d ones, and did not
~now whether they might not be noxious or
poifonous, I did not touch any of them. I lighted
a fire, roafred fome land-tortoifes for lTIYfupper,
~nd lay undifturbed p. _<11' the fire !~llnight.

In the morning I purfucd ur y journey, and
came to a broad valley through which a fmall
river flowed. At this river I reiled myfelf [eva:
}":11hours, and took three guilder:. out of the lin-
ing of m? waif teo' t, that thev might be at hand
in cafe they ould be \ r;mted. I raw fome 'Vil-
lages at a difl. nee, but em] avourcd to avoid
them, <J,S I wanted n~ith r water nor food. But
1ow~rd ev 'ni).1!;I carne very n .ar another village;
the name of whi It js 4J<himy: I was retirill!;
hom this alfo ; but I 11a4 been obferved, for fe.
yeral p~QP~ecame running tov ';uds me? and forced
me to frl)·'with them to the villarrc. I firfr re-
. J J

fiueitcd i: me meal, which W' s i.mmcdiatcly givell
IDe; au: then enquired for th Mani , and. the
pedon to ....vhorn I was Ipcaking faid, that he w,~
the Manto 1 lY'ggcd of him to ~ivc fl1ea. hofpi ..
table reception, w , rcupon 11 faid : "That thou
already haft." I then 'afkecl pcrrniflion to pafs
the night in the village? He unfwered, " If thou
art not ~ hrifli.m." I rcpli d, " I am a.D Arab.'~
t t '" ' 'I c;, For
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~' For what purpofe art thou come hither; pro ...
bably to Ileal flaves ?" "That I am not guilty
of; I only will) to be allowed to travel through
,the5_ountry towards my native land." "Hm'"
far diilant art thou from thy native land?" "[
rnuft yet travel four moons towards the eafl."
At laG: he faid,." If thou art not a Chrifiian, thou
rnayeft fleep in my hut, and no one fhall moleft
ehee : in the mean time, fit down here." II ac-
cordingiy fat down in front of the hut, and he
continued to view me with great attention. At
laft, he afked me, " how and where I had learned
the language of the country?" I anfwered, " That
I had remained with one of the kings for three
months, and had been well treated by him."

The moil mquifiti ve of the inhabitan ts co~tin ued
to view, and put queflions to me till about mid.
night; yet in iuch a manner that I had no caufe
to be offended. I flept quietly in the back part of
the hut; and when I took leave of the Mani on
e following morning, he again gave me forr.e

meal, and advife I me ill keep more to the eafl ;
r if I proceeded towards the north, I mull tra-

vel a large foref], where I fhould be in- danger of
heing detained end ill-treated by the roving par-
ties of Ap olans, Notwirhftanding this friendly

;ldvicl'~
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.~vice, I continued to go directly northward, and
having pafled clofe to another Sovalan v.illage, at
noon reached the forefl, which is half a day's jour-
ney ill length, and forms a crefce it from the north-
eaJ1 to the fouth-wefl, A fmali river that runs
lhrough it forms the boundary between the ter-
ritory of the Sovalans and the kingdom of Angola.
Towards evening I arrived, quite faint with fa-
rigue and thirfi, on the banks of this [mall river,
lay down and rcfrefhcd myfelf with its excellent
water, and refoIved to fray there all night.

Early on the morning of the 25th of OCtober,
I left the wood, and entered a beautiful plain,
where I faw fome very fine and high recd-grafs,
About noon, as I paffed near a frnall thicket, I met
ten Matambans, who were dealers in fall. They
civilly,£tluted me, and put many quefiions to me,
relating, as far as I could underfland them, to the
objeCt of my journey. I anfwered as well as I
could, and they feemed to have underfiood me,
{or they ceafed queftioning me; they endeavoured,
however, to perfuade me to accompany them. I
refufed; for they were proceeding more to the
weft than to ,the north; and I parted from them at
.fl village called Gality. This village is the firfr a
,ra.veller comes to on entering the kingdom of

Angola
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Angola by this route, and is very populous. Ire ..
paired to the cottage of the Mani, to rcquefi his
protcction : at fi~il Imet with a rude and furly re-
pulfc; but, on prefenting three guilder::; to him,
he gave me forne milk, meal, and dried pears, and
permitted me to pafs the night in a hovel a~n9ng
.his Iheep and goats.

The kingdom of Angola is fourteen days jour-
ney in length from eaf] to weft, and t n days jour-
.ney from north to fouth, The country is inter-
fected by a number of rivulets; and the large ri-
ver Bambo, which to the north divides it from
the kingdom of Congo, waters and. fertilizes-with
its numerous arms the adjoining tracts. 'Fruitful
valleys and excellent pafiure-grounds, which al-
ternately fucceed to mountains and naked rocks,
feem to invite the hand of the culti vator, and pro-
mife a rich return for his labour: but the natives
are t09 indolent to improve the advantages which
nature has bellowed upon them. To the caft.
Angola borders 011 the kingdom of MatambaI
to the fouth, on BCI1g1.ll;1 and Sova, and to ~
",,~fi:, on the fca,

Ango!a produces faltpctrc, filvcr, tin, and 'Vor{f

vhich the Portuguczc endeavour to obtain front
~he
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the natives, in exchange for European commo-
dities. They likewiie purchafe here a number of
fkins. The whole country abounds with various
kinds of wild animals, whence the inhabitants de-
rive the means of fubfiilencc without much trouble,
and therefore neglect the breeding of cattle. The
elephant and the rhinoceros arc here, as it were, at
home, whole herds of them being frequently
feen ..

The kings of Angola were formerly dependent
llpon the kings of Congo; but the prefent fove-
reign Jl"s freed himfclf from that Hate of vJ.ff.lllge.,
and thereby gained the cflecm and :t{feB:ionsof
his fub~a:s to fuch a degree, that even women
and children take up arms, whenever WlI' is de-
{'Jared againft him. His retinu of flate confifls
o~ twenty Mani's, fifty prieils, and a. body-guard
of two hundred and f fty foldiers, armed with
firclocks, which were taken from the Portuguese
in 1763; and in the ~fe of wl~ich they are very
eXpert. The fupcrintendancc of every town is
cOlluniued to two Mani's, and that of every village
to one lYIani; but there inferior judges cannot give
<l final decifion in any c...fe, but mull make a report

; thereof to the King. \Tv"hen I faw him, the King
"·asab 1.1 t thirty-fi: - vcars oh.,:!:c; his drcfs confifled~ t...... y

of



of a pair of blue trowfers, and a fcarlet cloak, made
Of very coarfe doth. He is ail enemy to the Por~
tugueze, and confequently to all Chriftians, ~nd
therefore he reftricted, by various means, the tree
trade which they formerly enjoyed with his tub-
jecrs, and fcems only to wait for a favourable op~
portunity to refufe them' admittance into his do ..
minions, The ~ilitary force confiHs of thirty thou-
[and well-difciplined foot foldiers; but as there
are few horfes in the country, and the m:my wild
beafls prevent their increafe, the King keeps no
, cavalry. Buffaloes are ufed to carry the heavy
baggage of the army.

The king ufually gives audience in the open air,
furrounded by his body-guard, the officers Iland
behind him with drawn fwords. Thefe he Ryles
~dolgos·, (faithful attendants), and the guards.
mocarani, (mofl excellent foldiers), although they
never take thefie1d againfr an enemy. The
priefls, called Evanga, are next in rank to the
king; and next to them is the Tambocado, a kind
of fupcrior judge, to whom the reports of cafes

---, .. ----__ . ------- -
• This word is qrigillal1y a P01tUgutU. word, .and (jO'llifies a.

nobleman.
from
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from the inferior judges or Mani's are committed
/ for re-examination: after which he, either him-

felf, or through the medium of the priefls; lays
them before the King for his 'final decifion.

The inhabitants 'Of .Angola do not adore idols;
but worfhip the Iun and 111oon.' Every time the
moon enters into a new quarter:l day of reft is c
lebrated, on which no one is allowed to go a-hunt-
inz. Fan days are ufually appointed when thun-
b

c1cr-fiorms arife ; for they then flY-" The great
Lord is ~mgry:" and 'on fuch occafions they ab-
Itain from all food, and eipecially when it thunder"
in. the night, leave their huts, and proflrate them-
felves with their faces to the ground, till the florrn
cea[cs. The harveft-feaft, which lafls three days,
is celebrated with the utmofl folemnity. Though
they are heathens, yet circumcifion is practifed
among them as a religious rite; they have likcwiie
huts appropriated to the celebration of divine wor-
fhip, and aflcrnble there 'on days appointed by the
pridls.

Their dorncflic economy is cry firnple ; and
though nature has amply pro idcd for them va-
rious kinds of animals and fruits, they are remark-
ably temperate ill their did. Agriculture is pra(';.

ti.fed
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tifed only in a few places; where they. tow a-kind
of' millet, barley) and Indian corn, The gourds
and water ..melons produced hete' ate excellent.
Mufcles are reckoned a great dainty r fo fond arc
fome of the .Angolans of that {pecies of fhell-fifh,
that 'they will travel fur miles in fcarch of them ..

Marriage is folernnized with various ceremo ..
rues :. the bride and bridegroom feat themlclves
em the ground; the prieft then bleffes them with
certain formulas which no .one underftands, and
then walks round them with a frick in 111:; hand,
and drives away t1~e evil Ipirits. After this the
family kindles a fire, and the pr~efr's frick is
burnt to afhes, which are mixed with milk, bleff ,
ed by the pricfi, and [wallowed by the bride
and bridegroom. This they think promotes fe
cundity, and keeps off many evils. Polygamy is
permitted and is very common; but divorces are
not allowed by their laws; many of the women,
hewevcr, are fo~ced by ill ufage to leave their
hufbands. The children are educated with great
care, being inilrucled by the pricfi in reading,
writing, and the laws and religion of their country.
Inflcad of pap r, they ufe Ikins coveted with fat
and 'foot; and a {harp-pointed bone fupplies the
place of a pen. The pricfts ufaally jnftruB: their

. fchob.rs
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, fcholars in the opell air; and I obferved. that the
children were much more attentive here, than
they generally are in the European fchools. The
'boys all belong to the king, who caufes them,
-when arrived at the proper age to be trained to
the ufc of arms; and in" return grahts a certain
rernuner'l.tion to their fathers, as, for example,
every one who' furnifhes n full-grown fon to the
king, is maintained one ye.-1.rfree of all expences.
'To enable the king to defray this heavy charge,
a third part of the produce of the chace, of ail cul-
r ivatcd fields, and of all [pail; which is obtained
by ally other means, belongs to him.

A..s to their dre[s-fome: wear orily aprons made
of palm-lcav s ~ others add to thi s, an afu..grey
']oak of coarfe cloth or linncn, which they pur.
chafe from the Portuguefe; and others wear
on their back the fkins of animals: 'Their hair
is Ihort and curly: and they ornament it with
mufclc-fliclls, or with beads, and other trinkets,
which they obtain from the Portuguczc. Their
t:hed·,' they paint blue. or re 1. 'I'hey ne Tel' cut
their nails ; and ther fore fome of them, w 0 wifh
to illine as peculiarly faihionablc, carefully pre.
ferve the nails of their fing rs from all accidents
f hat might break them; and the nails of fpch

Q may
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may almofi be miflaken for the claws of an
eagle.

• Towards natives of Africa they are very hor.:.
pitable, but will not give a night's lochJing to a
Chrifiian. Indeed it is with great reluctance that
they permit Chriftians to come into the country,
and therefore they convey to the Portugucze, on
the back of buffaloes, fuch commodities as they \
wifh to barter for European goods, and bring
back what they receive in exchange. From the
Portugueze factories at Soanda and Gambarnda,
deputies are fent twice every year to Manpango;
the refidence of the King, to endeavour to pacify
him 'in fome meafure; as he is greatly inccnfcd
. againft them, for kidnapping [0 many of his fub- '
jects, and making Haves of them. Should the
projected alliance with the king of Mataman take
place, it is not unlikely that the Portugueze would
frill meet with the fa~e fate that befell them in
Japan.

On the 16th, I informed the Mani that 1 wifhed
to purfue my journey; but he told 'me, that I
mull not de ..art till I had obtained permiffion from
the King to travel through his dominions. On
my peremptorily declaring that Iwould not turn

back,
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back, and that I was under the neceflity of pafling
through this country, he ordered four men to
efcort me to the refidence town, that the King
himf If might hav 'an opportuniry of feeing me.

On the following day we arrived in the neigh-
bourhood of Mafpa," where we Had intelligence,
that the Kjng was expected to review the warriors
who were encamped near, this vi1hg~. I was after-
wards conducted to an Evanga, who treated me i
very rudely; 'and under a perfuafion that I was a.
portugucze fP'Y, ordered me to be tied with ftraps,
-and, deaf to all my remonflrances and entreaties,
told me, that I mufr expect to be punifhed with
the utrnofl feverity, and that my feeing the king
was quite unneceflary. He then ordered my efcort
to {hip me of my waiflcoat, left fome poifon or
umrocrous weapon Ihould be concealed there for
~namnating the king. Thus, to my exceflive
grief, my waiftcoar, which contained not only all
my money, hu,t ~f() my journal, was taken from
me; and the guilfd$ leaped for joy, when, on
tearing the waificoat, the Iilver coin fell to the
ground. I fcreamed out, and cndeavourc.l to

• This is <1 finc viliage, in a delightful count ry • .lbCilUl one
day'3 jourm:y from Mapata, The 1--:in:; p.lIL~ two raouths
r",'rr yeal ill a camp in its vicinity.

Q3 tear i
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tear the flraps with my teeth, to fecure my proM
p~rty, but the guards aiiailed me fb violently with
their broad iron fpears, that my fpirits beg, n .to
fail me. They then dragged me into a narro
hut, where my feet was tied to the corner 'flakes,
and I could neither get food nor drink. Tortured
by the keenefi pangs of hung~r, I afkcd my guard
whether I was to be ftarved t ' death; they anf-
wered pertly, I might eat kohla (dirt) nor was
any food brought me the whole night. I was
even neceffitated to eafe nature on the fpot where
I 'W:l.5 lying, becaufe they would not untie me.
When the guards were relieved, I received half a
handful of millet and a pint of water, which was
my allowance for the whole day. The guards,
who were on duty the next Jay, told me, that the
Evanga intended to caufe me to be fecrctly exe-
cuted," without the king's knowledge, and that

• The execution of criminals is effected in lh·; folio UI;
manner. The unfortunate tufferer is llrctched on the ~f(1und
as though he were to be broken 011 the wheel, large rods are
faliened between his arms and legs, and long fpcnrs are tlrivcn

into tTle ground through his hands and feet, llnder this torture

many ill-fated wretches languifh four, or even 11;: d.rys, whllli
birds of prey tear the flcfh from their bones, \Vhen ':1J)ital
punifhrncnt is to be inflicled in a milder manner, a li)~a is
t hruft through the delinqucnrs body fome h urs after he has
been expanded 0-\'1 the grounc}~ as above defcribcd;'

I filOulJ
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I [hould perhaps fuffer that very day. I was there,
fore thunder-Iiruck at this news, as Iknew th
king was in the camp, and I hoped that, as I had
been miftaken for a fpy, they would have iEformeg
him of my being apprehended and fecurcd. On
mature confideration it {truck me, that the ~v:mgJ.
had embraced the aforementioned refolution with
a view to feiz~ on my money, as, if he prcfented
me to the king, he would be oblized to deliver my
property into his hands; at tl e fame time, I com-
municated my fufpicions to t11;:; guard, and alked
them whether they thought the king would ap-
prove of the proceedings. They anfwered, that
I W.J.S a notorious fpy, and had come to. the village
co murder their king; that the pricfts had con-
firmed this Itatement, and the truth of their afler-
tions would not be doubted. Struck with terror
at this unexpected news, I was on the point ot
fainting away, when my guards profirating them-
felves at the entrance of the hut, with gefiures
exprefling the moil profound refpcct, I concluded
that the king was· pafling before the hut, and ex-
erting myfclf to the urmofi, I cried out ekornah,
ekornah (help, help.) One of the guards cut me
fevercly with a whip, an I charged me to be filcnt.
Not difcouraged by this treatment," I called out
haruhky, haraliky (mercy, mcrcy.) The king

,. hearing

.1
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hearing there words, came to the entrance of the
hut, and enquired what was the matter. One of
my guards anfwered his quefiion, and, as well as
I could underftand .him, repeated frequently the
words fpy. murder, death. In confequence of this
explanation, the king ordered that 1 fhould L~~
brought out, adding, that he would difpatch roc
with his own hand, if he found me guilty of the
charge. 1\1;y fect being untied, 1was ordered to
'walk out of the hut, but was ~ extremely weak,
and had been fo fevercly hurt by the Ura: s, that I
could not fland. They then dragged :::e out of
the hut, and threw me on the ground Defore tl-e
king. He ordered a priefl, who acr,_d as inter-
preter, to afk me what motive.I hadfor coming to
his country to murder him. l anfwercd, t at I
had not come with any fuch view, but was a fhip-
wrecked Ieaman, and that I merely wifhed to Tl;-
turn, thrq~gh his dominions, ~varJs my native
country, "\Vl,at is tho name of thy country?"
" Arabia." "But thou ar~ a Chrillian, and it is
~hy defign to e~plore the firength of 111Y dorni-
nions, and to [educe my fubjt:cts/' I replied,
" That 1had no fuch defign, and that forne days
back I told his Mani, at Akhimy, that all I wanted
vas perrniflion to return through his country to
!Jl) r.~'tivc lar.d, and by the orders of that Mani, I

had
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had been efcortcd to this village~ to folieit the per-
minion, of fo jufr and gracious a prince as I knew
he was."

"The Mani fhould have ordered thee inflantly to
leave my dominions, which I ,fuffcr no Chridian to
enter." "It would have been fortunate for me had
.he told me fa, for then I fhould not have been
robbed and ill-treated by thy. people." This an-
fwcr raifed him to a pitch of phrenzy , he Iprung
up from the ground, feized me by the arm, and
~xclaimed, " What daft thou fay, thou Chriflian
dog; afire and provethy aflertion." I anfwercd,
'" Had not thy barbarous fubjcds ufed me in a

I

brutifh manner I fhould now be able to rife, and
not be obliged to remain lying on this fpot; but I
rely on him who is above thee, and will inflict a '
punifhmcllt on thyfelf as well as on thy fuhya ...
Thou bclievcfl not t h.it I have been robbed, hut. it
is thy will to kill 111e and defile thy honour." "I
charge thee, he exclaimed, to tell me whence thou
.c,:1l11eH, where thou wail robbed, and by whom ?"
"Thou belicveit not my words," I replied, H if
the robbers deny the f:lCt, and if thou fparef] my
life, they will aflaflinate me." This encrcafed his
..vrath ] he fprung up, kicked me in the fide, and
,,~.xc1aimcd, "Spc:lk ut, do6, fpeak out, clfe I wi!1

trample
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trample thee to death." "Kill me if thou findeit
me guilty, but hear what I {hall fay in my de..
fence." I now gave him a full account of the pro-
ceedings of the Evanga, and told him t rat I had
been informed of his intention to execute me fe-
cretlv. This routed his attention; at laft, after
fom~ confideration, he' ordered me to be carried
before his hut, where I was prefented with two
wolves' hi les for a c vering, and with fome pieces
of elephant's flefh for my food. I was informed
100n after that the priefts had attempted to pcr-
fuade the King to order me for execution, as I was
a madman, and would otherwife certainly murder
him. But the King would not lifien to this pro.>
poraJ, fayir:g, that as I was confined I could not
batt him, and that as yet he had no proof of my
beinrr a madman •.")

The King vifitcd me the next morning, ordered
a ialvc, competed of herbs and grc:1f-::to be applied
to my feet and told IT e that he had given orders
to apprehend th four guards, who had cut my
waiftcoat from my body in tl e Evanga's hut, that
they migh be lnought to tria). While he was
funding I y me, three or four men were hrought
in, and ordered to b carried into the h . of the
King'fl caitle.

The
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'the next' morning the King interrogated them
in my prefence, Whether they had robbed me ?
They anfwered in the negative, but added, that
by the F.yanga's order they had delivered to him
my waiftcoat , fome pieces of money, and another
thing of which they were not able to give a de-
fcription. The Evanga was immdiatcly fent for,
and on his arrival the King addreffed him to the
following purport: "Thou fhouldfi be jufl, and
not unjufl:; thou Ihouldfl endeavour to ward off
.the wrath of the gods, and thou invitefl their
wrath, by robbing and infulting a harmlcfs flran-
ger. Begone! the punifhment, to which this
firanger was devoted, .1lla11be inflicted on thee."
He was tied, and carri d into the hut of the King's
caiHe, where, being frtipped of his clothes, fen-
tence of death was alfo railed on him. My money I

and journal were th n produced, and from the
ht,ter I was ordered to read to the King the names
of the nations, towns and villages, which I bad
vifited in the courfe of my journey. I com-
plied: this being an additional proof of my in-
nocence, I was treated with great kindr cfs, and
obtained my full liberty. The money and journal
were rcflored to me, as my property, hut from
motives of gratitude, I prefented the King with
twenty guilders, which were moft gracioufly ae-

R ccpted,
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cepted, and in return for which I received double
their value in gold-duft.

, The day being come on which the Evanga and
the four guards were to be executed, I was ordered '
to affifr at the execution, and to remain near the
King. The prifoners were removed from the hut,
'and conducted to the place of execution. The
Evanga, getting fight of me, approached to beg my
pardon, and was going to firy marc, but the, Kill~
ordered him to be taken away, and the ientence
to be executed. The prifoncrs were immediately
feized by the executioner's, and they were prefently
,difpatched. The dead bodies were then cut In

pieces, and burnt at fun-fer,
,

From this moment I was ordered conflantly to
attend the king and three weeks after I joined in a
military expedition againft the Angolans, which was
fpeedily crowned with complete fuccefs, We took
three hundred and fixty prifoners, forty of whom
were of the favage nation of the Kahymircs, who
inhabit the fouthern part of the killgdum of Ben.
gula.

During my leifure hours I employed myfelf in "
cleaning the {DIdier' firclocks, and putti.ng them

III
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in a good condition ; they were fo extremely ig.-
norant in this point, that at my taking off' tho
Jocks, they were {truck with afionifhment. «!

Moors, who poflcfs fome knowledge of the art of
making gUllS, now and then vifit thofe parts, to
mend guns and firclocks, but none had been here
the Iaft eight years. Iwas now a favourite of the
King, as well as of all the great men of the coun- .
try, and was to be appointed an officer in the
army, but ncvcrthclefs I afked permiflion to pur-
fuc my journey. It was not immediately granted,
the King being defirous, that before my departure
I fhould attend him to his refidcncc-town, which
has the appearance of a fortrcfs, feated on a
mountain. It is called Mahakah, and is fituated
near the river Coanza, on a fleep mountain, on
the other fide of which lies the village of Mu-
pangd, which in 1779, was nearly deftroyed by
the Portugueze. This village, fincc it has been,
rebuilt, enlarged, and ernbcllifhed, well deforves
the name of a town, as it contains about four

.,. In till' protecution of mr journey in the defcrt of Sahara.
I fell ip occationally with tome lranlling gUll-Cmiths. who
wt're nati v .~ of Ab) lfinia. They generally make a lour of fix
months, dnring which they can earn as much as will keep

I them <lI11l their Jumi lics the other fix: m nths at home. They
JPakc alfo I~C\V ()'1l11~' ; but of this 1 HI111[.1), more hereafter.

hundr d



.hundred i1Uts. The came, which is the King;:;
.refidence, is of confiderable fircngth; the Portu-
gueze, who have attempted to take it feveral
times, have been always obliged to raife the Iiege,
with confiderable lois. One narrow road 'Ieads
up to the fummit of the mountain, on which it
is bunt; and here the eye meets every where
with heaps of large fton~s, with a fltowcr of which
the aflailants are fun: to be -received. I alfo faw
pieces of rocks from fift~en to twen ty ells in
length, which are rolled down the mountain on
the befiegers, at their approach. At the entrance
by the fore-mentioned narrow road, four rows
of thick pallifadcs are driven into the ground, and
the rear is teemed with ,pieces, of rock. The
came itfelf i:> badly conflructed, and but one iiory
high, but in the centre is a fpring, that fupplies
the ditch with water, which is four feet deep and
wide. The wings are occupied by the f ildiers,
'and in the middle is a temple and another build-
ing, inhabited by the eight wives of the king.
Havinrr continued here fix days, and experiencedo •
the kindefr and moft honourable treatment, I ob-
tained frefh liberty to go whither I pleafed ; I de-
parted accordingly on the 26th day C1f February
1786, attended by the beft withes of the king and
the whole court.

CHr\.P. \TIII.
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CHAP. ViII.

{Jeparture of the Author. '['he King mako: him Pre-
fonts on taking leave, and orders two Attendants t~
conduEl him on his Journey northwards by the Vil-
lage cf Mtthag, ant! the crown oj Metbekaba-
Dtfcription and l1iflory of the A'Zaborans, oj the
Villages Mahi1Zy~and Ennuabat, and of the Copra-
[erpants; with which they abound-s-The Village MQ-
ba]:a'JJ1, its Situation on tbe Border-s oj tbe former
Kingdom of Loango; its geograpbical Situation and
JIijlory-Dcjcription of the prefen: State qf the
Country, its Produce, Inhabitants and 'Trade-

• 1

Pajlagc over tbc River Bambo to the Robber-Vii-
loges, Wodo/tlha and Ogbo-At the latter the Au-
thor gains a Companion, a Miner, 'u,.howas carry-
ing M~,tal to Malcmba, wilb subcn: he travels a
Day and a bll/f-Hiflo1"J and Dcftriptioll oj Ma-
!cn:ba-'J'be Aut/Jor is here very.fltiElly examined,
and brought to the King, who makes bini jirfl a
Ser·vall!, tbcn a Page if tbe Body; but [oon after
he falls into Difgrace, and is condemned to Slavery;
from sabicb be cJcapc.r, and pall::s ouer ta the
Jagrtrls.

s ON

I



TR'AVELS IN THE

ON my departure, a new calepafch, or travef--
ling bottle, fome pounds of flefh, and a bag

of meal, -fufficient for four days, were, by the'
King's order, delivered to me; and he himfelf
prefented me with three hundred zimpo, or {hells,
which are ufed for money. Four active young.
men were a1foordered to be my guides for two-
days, and to give me every afliflance po.ffible on
my journey. We had fcarcely gone half a mile,
when I obfervcd, that, though it was my inten-
tion to travel eaftward, we were going towards
the north. On q:uefiioning my conductors, 1
learned that we made this turn to the north by ,
the King's orders" that I might no~ according to-::
my fuppofed willies gP to the Portuguefe facto-
ries., It frruck me' immediately, that the King,j
had always fufpected me of a connection with the'1J
Portugueze, and now wifhed to remove me from '~
, them. It was in vain for me to make oppofition,
I followed my leaders; About mid-day we palfed
over a fmall river, and came into the fruitful. ';
plain of Muhag, a large village, containing about
fix hundred perfons ; though I faw very few men,
the refl:being, as I was informed, employed in the
filver mines, about, a league and a h,11£farther to
the eafr. I requefled my guide to conduct me
thither, but they were unwilling to tranfgrds the

King's



"INTERIOR OF AFIUCi'. 259

King's command: I was compelled to fiop, and
my curiofity was not to be gratified. We dined
here, and the judge, on hearing that I was the
King's friend, provided us with milk, meal, and
dried fifh in abundance; and gave us an invita-
tion to fpend fome days with him. Not accept.
iilg the invitation, we proceded on our journey,
and about evening reached the little town, Ma-
thekaka, by Matois, a rocky mountain. Here
are about three hundred ill built houfes and huts,
and a fmall river runs through the town. The
inhabitants cultivate millet, barley, gourds, me-
lons, and a little Turkifh corn: they poffefs but
little cattle, for tigers and wolves arc their neigh-
bours, and arc continually on t ie watch for prey.
On walking round the place I found to my afro.
nHbmcnt two fmiths' {hops and' two potteries:
the earth n ware ...vas particularly well made and
durable, and was an article, as I learned, of exten-
five commerce. We firfi vifit d t c judge, and
requefied his protection, but he fent us to the
Evanga, who retained me with him, and fent my
guides to other huts. For fupper I had only' a
handful of mea], mixed with a little milk and
water, and for my night's lodging was fhewn
into the goat's hovel, whofe door my hofl barri-

S 1 c. Jed,
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caded without with a wooden crofs, '" The Ilene l
and the heat prevented me from fleeping; and
on the return of my gu.ides' in the morning, I
arofe almofl fainting from fatigue. I complained
of my night's lodging, and my guides loaded the
Evanga with reproaches, threatening to acquaint
the King with his ill conduct. He was affeded ;
for he brought us ini):antly milk, meal, and dried
fifh, infifled not only on our eating, hut on our
taking away the remainder; intreated alfo my
guides to pafs the night with him on their return,
and to accept of his hotpitality,

Our path was to the north-eafl over a mountain
I 'which veering from the eaft to the north forms a

triangle: here we faw many wild fruit trees, and
towards mid-day fell in with fame Azahorans, who
Inhabit this mountain, living en fruits and roots,
hut chiefly by robbery. I expected ill-treatment
from them; but as we Ihared our provifions with
them, they were very friendly, and infifted on our
titting down and refting with them. \Vc com-
plied, and afterwards travelled fome leagues far-
ther. My guide:Jnow informed me, that the Aza-

• There cro!fes have the fhape of 3 chevaux-dc-frize, j"

which are filled long {harp pointed thorns, to keep the tige~
and 'wolves from the hovels and itablt.:ll.

, l

horans



INTERIOR OF .4.FRICA. 26r

ilOr:lDS lived without huts, agriculture or pafiure;
Ilept in' the open air, and wandered confrantLy
among the mountains. Their whole number con-
fifted of between feven and eight hundred perfons,
bliit it. was increafing every year,and might here-
after become formidable to their neighbours. Some
affert, that they derive their origin from the city
Zohara, in the territory of Jaga, where they were
once far more numerous. In the year 1023 King I

Manimugy attacked Jaga, took poffeflion of the
gre,lter part of it, and .fummoned: Zohara to fur-
render. The furnmons was rejected, and a Irnall
arrny marched out againfi them. Enraged at this
conduCl the King advanced his army, beat the Za-
harans, pur[ued. them into the city, put to death
every inhabitant who 113.dnot cfcaped, and fet the
town qll fire. The fugitives applied to the King
of Angola for protection, who received them wil-
lingly, and a{ligned them a place for their refidence,
In time of war they form a free corps, and in mofi
expeditions are fuccefsful: but their javelins and
war-axes remain with them only during the war,
and on the return of peace they are delivered back
t~ their protectors, The men are large and {hong,
with a. complexion inclining to a red rather than a
brown black, with a {hock head, which they adorn
with fmall hones. Their religion is heathenifh :
the oldeft man among them is both judge and pricfi,
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but he decides only in trifling cafes; for crimes of
a higher nature the criminal is delivered up to the
King, and punifhed according to the laws of the
land. Here a lin gular dittinction between the
fexes is worthy of mention, which confifis in the
hair, that of the women in this nation being long
and beautiful, and the girls, when they are only a
few weeks old, are remarkably, diftinguifhed by
their hair from the boys of the fame age. .

About evening, after pailing Ieveral troops of.
Azahorans, we reached, on our defcent from the
mountain, the little village Kamch, in an agreeable
and fruitful fituation on the Molo, a firearn about
four feet wide, which runs round the mountain
towards the north-eaft. Here I faw Iorne tolerable.
paitures of cattle and well cultivated fields. The
judge gave us a good night's lodging, and provi-
Iions as good as he could procure. On the next
morning my efcort returned back; but the judge~
having heard that I was a friend of the King'S,
gave me a meflengcr to conduct me to Mahiny,
The road was exceedingly bad, and with the ut-
inoft toil we made our way through thickets, like
bar ricadoos, and Iometirnes, where they were irn-
pen struble, we were compelled to go a ·l~ng way
round. Infects and ferpcnts were every where in
{y; rrns, and fornc young lions, who intimidated

roy



1llYguide more than myfelf, followed us for nearly
a league. We pafled through feyeral vallies,.
·~ithout finding either drinkable water or vil,
lages, and it was quite evening before we came to
Hatagna, a little village with between fixteen and
twenty miferable huts. I wiihed to pafs the ni,gh~
'here, but my guide aflured me, that he was ordered
to bring me to Mahiny on this day; fo Igrafped
my fraff again and walked a league farther. When
we came to Mahiny, ,we found the judge was re-
.rired to reft: he was called up by my guide, who
.informed him, that he had conducted me hither
by the King's command, and that Ihoped to meet;
with a hofpitable reception. The furly Ilecpy
judge gave us his word for a night's lodging,
:threw me out a mat, and promifed to fetch us both
milk and meal. This however I did not expect,
but threw myfe1f on my mat, and fell aflecp,
When I awoke, I'mifled my guide, and on enquir-,
.ing after him was informed that he was gone back ,
,10 his home. The judge in the morning looked
,OIl me with grc:1ter attention, and obferving that
my complexion was quite different from that of
.the natives, and perceiving that I was fomewhat
.acquainted with their language, he became more
fr~cndJy an.l good-temper d, and intrcated me to
{pend the day with him, and to put up with his
humble fare: [ accepted his invi ation with plea-

S 4 lure,
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fure, repofed myfelf, eat and drank, and converfed
with my hoft. Here I again partook of elephants
flefh dreffed with metabah 'II< milk and oghcghe~
bonitahs, and made a moft excellent dinner. The

I metabah and the foup had made the flefh very ten-
der, and given it a good rich flavour. .

On the third of June I refurned my.journey,
and was conducted' by a Have of the jud0e to the
next village, called Emwahat, diflant about a halt
day's walk. Before we came into the village, we
were to go the north-eaft : but my guide would
not take that path, and turned caftward, that he
might fhew me in the neighbourhood, through
which I 'was to go, two barren peaked mountains
at a diflance, between which there was, he faid, a
hole, called Nunquiata, (the ferpents' hole), where
there was a prodigious number of ferpents, that
came into the country around for food. When
'we were about half a league from the village, he
pointed out to me, at a little diftance from the fer-
pents' hole, two men, who were, he [aid, placed as

• Metabah are a kind of peaCe that f;I"OW from fifty to a
hundrtd in a plant all very fine threads, In the proper fenfe
of the word they arc no pcafc, as they do not grow in pod,
but like grain.

cuards5
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[~uarJs by the village to watch and defi:roy the fer..
pent'S that carne from the hole. I afterwards
learned the art and method of taking and killing
thefe mofl dangerous creatures in the befl and
fafeftway; which is t9 feize them, that their tails
,may he cut off firf! with fecurity, fince the poifon
.is there lodged: there. they are broiled over a
charcoal fire, and eaten as a very delicate difh. In
the village I faw fome of the ferpents thus killed,
which the natives called Copra, probably from the
Portuguczc word Cobra: they were of confider-
able length, and might weigh from twenty to
thirty pounds each. The head was round though
rather fiat at the top; the ground Of the colour was .... .
aih grey, with J. green ftripe running round the' .
body about a quarter of an inch in breadth. In
the kingdom of Bahahara I found ferne of the fame
kind, bu t not fo large.

Ernwahat confifls of about thirty huts, being
within the kingdom of Angola, from whofe bor-
ders it is dittant about a half day's journey, fituat-
ed on a fruitful foil by little hills to the north, and
to the fouth by a river which I took for an arm of
the river Bambo. My guide wifhed at this place
to turn back, but was prevailed on by my cntrea-
J ics to conduct me fWI farther. After a reft of
two hours we purfucd our journey through J.

plcafant
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pleafant wood, well frocked with fruit trees, till we
came to the borders of the kingdom; where my
conductor left me, after hearty willies of a good
journey to me, and returned to his own home.
"After walking a league farther I {pent the night. at
the end of the wood.

On the fifth of June I came to a narrow pafs, and
1emn after to the village of Mohakam, once a bor •
-der town in the kingdom of Loango •. I fhould
have miffed the village, which lies between fome
'eminences, if a good-tempered old woman, who
was' picking up Hicks, had not brought me to it,
where lliC?firft gave me fame milk, and then con-
ducted me to the judge. The judge, a fenfible
young man, qucfiioned me firfr .on the nature of

... This tract of land, which once formed the kingdom of
Loango, was fifty-fix Germat\ miles in length from weft to
cafi:, and fifty c.f the fame miles in breadth from fouth to north.
It lies to the north-eafi, between Cui nea and the month of the
river Zaire. The king was defeated in the year 1778 by the
Portuguez.e and the king Siuoakuly from ('acongo,. and fooa
after the battle was murdered by his [ubjeps. The inhabitants
thi-s country are now free; they y iclcl i~dccd to ~he king of Ca-
congo an inu6nificant n ibute, which is paid by the Portu-
~uez.c, for which they enjoy a free trade in Loango, The
-eldefi are chofen always hy the nation as judges, and wjllin~
deference is paid to their decitions,

my
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my journey ,and then ordered me fome 'milk and
millet meal in a large tcrtcife-fhell : he endea-
voured alfo to perfuade me either to fray with him
or to. turn back, as there was no poflibility of tra-
velling through fome wild and favage nations in
lnY way without danger. I was not to be per-
fuaded, but enquired further after the road, and
fafefr manner of travelling ; particularly after the
nature of the road to the city of Malemba, which
my former guides defcribed to me as wide and well
built. The judge was of opinion, that I :£hould
non~afily find my way without a guide; and, as he
allured me that he could foon find me one for thirty
zempo a day, I begged of him to procure me one,
Curiofity had brought together a number of by.
fianders, from whom he felected a frrong man with
wild afpect, whole looks terrified me, when he
was prcfcnted to me, as I could not confider myfelf
fafe under his guidance and protection. The judge
took notice of my ernbarraflrnent, encouraged me,
.and advifcd me to place confidence in this man,
who was both w~ll acquainted with the way, a very
good man, and particularly one not to be intimi-

. dated by danger.' I pafled the night with the judge,
who hall provided for me a good lodging, and
there was no want of milk, meal and tortoiie flefh,
Before I fet out in the morning, I counted out to

lllY
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my-guide his thirty zempo, and thus made my OW11

burden lighter.

. This feems to be the place to give feme account
of the nation defcribcd to be fo favage, which I
was now goillg to vifit. This country is divided
into three parts~ very mountainous; but very fruit-
ful, The minerals found here are, copper, lead,
tin, and forne gold dufl, The vegetables produced
are millet, Turkey corn, peas, gourds, fugar-cane
and tobacco. A, tolerable kind of palm wine is
made here, and their plum juice is moil excellent.
Their gain from cotton is inconfiderable; as the
cultivation of it has from the continual wars with
the neighbouring nations been very much injured,
and in 1780 the fine wood by the city Alemith •.
angoy (ango) about a league in length and nearly
as much in breadth, and producing a great deal of
cotton, was burnt down to the ground. Here are
wild and tame animals in abundance, elephants
valuable for their ivory, lions, tigers, and wolves,
with whole fkins a confidcrable traffick is carried on .
at Malemba, the. principal trading town in this
country, and thence with feveral European nations,
particularly the Dutch. Buffaloes, bulls, peacocks,
red and blue flriped ring-doves of confiderable fize,
and partridges, are here alfo to be found. The hares

of



of this conn try , called Mayzahto, are about the fize .
'Of the Wcf] Indian hare, but their hair like that at
their fheep, which is very much' like our turnfpits,
is very unprofitable. The great lake above the city
Malernba produces good fifh, particularly large and
,vell-tailed mufcles. The three parts of the coun ..
try are there following: firft, the upper part by
the lea-fide belonging to the Portugueze: the fe..
cond inhabited by the Malernbans, whi~h is the
middle of the country, and on the weft bordering
on the Portugueze factories : the third or lower
part is the kingdom of Cacong. The two bit:
m.entioned nations were about an hundred and
fiftv years a0:O under the fame King-, bu t foon after

,l,J \,.__/

that time feveral gre:lt men at the court of the
Kiner of Loango, took advantage of his violenceo ~ L, .

and carelcfincfs, :1:1d endeavoured to erea: k~1.1t:"<-

dam,'; for thernfclves : thus the l-:.i:1gdoms of )h.
kmba and Cacongo were formed, which however
have been fubjcft to feveral revolutions.

Thefe two head nations, which kept within
bounds the ambition of the Portugucze, e111 with
the affifiance of their allies bring into the field
thirty thoufand men in arms; their weapons in-
deed are only bows and arrows, but they ufe them
with great bravery. The whole army confi£h of

infantry.
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infantry. Their religion is heathenlfh, without
nany ceremonies and without fuperflition, for
they acknowledge only one fupreme Being, to
whom prayers are offered' daily, morning and
evening, in ill-ccnflructed temples. The priefts
have little influence in the government, and are not
fQ much efreemed as by other heathenifh nations.
Great pains have been taken by the Portugueze;
hut without fuccefs, to extend Chriftianity in thefe
countries: for the multiplicity of their ceremonies,
and frill more their' doctrines, which reafon cannot
comprehend, are an abfolute barrier to the con-
verfion \)f heathens accufromed to the worfhip of
God in fimplicity, Here are no houfes for fchools;
the children are taught on a green in the open air.
The art of writing has been long known: inflead
of paper, palm leaves are ufed; and infiead of pens,
little bones of birds or Lilli. .The colour of the in-
Tlabitants inclines more to the dark brown than the
red, and gives them a wild afpect : they are in ge-
neral large and firong, with large eyes, long hair;
adorned with little bones and iliells, and flat nofes'
and thick pouting lips. The body down to .the
middle is ufually bare: round tire w.aift are fattened
aprons of palm leaves or the fkins of wild beafts, t
cover the nudities. Thofc in the vicinity of the
Portugueze fettlcmenrs , ar apr of blue and

ftriped
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ftriped linen, as thin as that of which our boulters
arc made. The women have this fingulariry, that
they part their hair into four, five, or fix locks ;
which they bind found the head; ornamenting
them with fhells, bones, or glafs beads. They all
befinear their bodies with fat from the tails of their .
[heep, which remains always fluid. Iwas myfelf .
obliged to comply with this difgufl:illg cullom, on
account of the exceffiveheat of the fun, by which
rlie fkin was liable to be mofl painfully fcorched,
The houfes are framed with· reeds, wood, and
day ; fometimes, too, of rough unpolifhed Itones,
They are, however, but poor hovels; and have'
each a round roof, 'with a hole in it for the tranf-
million of the fmoke. The ordinary food of thefe
peopleconfifis of four milk, meal, fiili, and frdb .
venifon.. For occafions of fefl:ivity, they Ilay.fome
of their tame animals. They live better in ,the
town than in the houfcs fcattered over the COUll-

try. They are no ftrangers to veflels for cookery;
which,hcwcver, they have rot in common ufe. The
ufe of fpices is very ancient among them t and of
thefe, they are frill exceedingly fond. Hofpitality
is more eminently practifed toward frrangers in
this than in any other part of all Africa. A tra-
veller unacquainted with the country is never left
to explore his way a one and in uncertainty, but.

L-'
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iskindly attended from one village to anothervor
gUided towhere he canbe in no danger of mifraking
his way. Thefe people are remarkable for warm
open-hearted kindnefs : they cheerfully fhare with
you any thing they have ; not, however, without
dpeCting ferne return,' on your part. Injuries
are furioufly revenged; and jcaloufy is here one
of the reigning mifchiefs of life. If a man have
but the fiightefl fufpicion that his wife has held
any converfation with another man; if they have
had but a fingle interview at which he himfelf ha:
not been prefent; it becomes infinitely difficult to
perfuade him that his honour has not been be-
trayed. The men are moflly occupied in the
purfuits of hunting and fifhing, and in the excr-
Life of arms. Some, however, manufacture ear-
then ware, forge arms, or weave nets. I paflcd,
with my guidc~ through the villages of Magay
and Seehang , and flopped for the night at the
town of Kungoha. This lafr frands in a fwampy
fituation, at the foot of an inconfidcrable hill. 1
here counted about two hundred and fcventy
houfcs of mean appearance: the water had a pu-
trid -uudl, .md was drawn at the diflance of a
uuarter of an hour's walk from the town. The
i;lhabitauts are chiclly miners, who are, for the
s=v= part of their tim , employed among the

adjJcent
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adjacent hills. King Mafahwah, of Cacongo, is' ,
lord of the town; and its ordinary government is
by two judges who refide here for this purpofe,
under his authority. Iwas hofpitably received;
but had fcarcely fet out, next morning, when an' '"
attempt was made to detain me as a white Have.
I contrived, however, to flip a piece of money into
the hand of the judge before whom I'was carried,
and he fet me at liberty.

On the 8th we held our way over the hill of
Mahta, the higheft in thofe parts. It joins, at one
end, 'thofe which are named the Mountains of the
Moon. Pafling here we faw, on our left hand,
the town of Moohog, which bears alfo the name of
Niederbemde. Beyond the hill, we came within
fight of a number of men at work. When we had
come up to them, we found they were forty per ..
fons occupied ill digging ore of tin. I afked if they
,knew how to frnelt it themf lves ? and was in-
formed that they did not, but fold it to fmelting-
houfes at Malemba. From thefe people Iprocured
fome milk. I offered them a guilder, -and received
in change for it three hundred and fixty zimpo,
At this I was exceedingly furprized; having hi-
therto fuppofcd that the people in thefe paru
-were utterly il:rangers to the ufe of coined, money.
My guide foon after afked me to gi~le1 im one of

T thofe
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thofe pieces; and upon infpeCl:ingit, he faid that.
he had fometimes before feen firnilar pieces. T 0-

wards evening, we met with forne men on their
return from hunting, who were going to Wodo ..

I
laha .., where they had their dwellings. .They en-
deavoured to perfuade us to go with them; but
my guide would not content. When they had
left us, he told me that the place was in no good
repute, and could not be fafely vifited by travellers,
At the diftance of an houn's walk from the village
of Ohgo, "where was a ferry' over the river, we
halted, and attempted, but without fuccefs, to
kindle a fire. At laft, being greatly fatigued, we
threw ourfelves down on a heap of leaves, and flept
undiflurbed till the morning. We then entered
the village. After an hour's delay we were ferried
over the river, for which we were required to pay
fixty zimpo. We fell here into company with <j'

fenow-traveller, a man who was carrying ore for
fale at Malemba : he was a man of-great informa-
tion, fo that I exceedingly regretted I could not
underfiand his fpeech. By the way from the river
to Malemba, which was a day and a half's journey, .
we found every where abundance of fine well-
tafl:eclfruits, and wholcfome frefh water. An ex-
cellent well at fome hours difiance from the town,

.. Wodolaha confifls of a few houfes on the wen fide of the
river Barnbo, where is" ferry over the river.

and
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':andwhich affords the befl water, is named by the
inhabitants Bonhi Bekoma, the Golden Well.

On the I ith we reached the extremity of the
town; but we were not permitted to enter it, till
a meffenger had been difpatched to the Malfutta
(a fort of Governor) to inform him of our arrival,
and to afk -his permiffion for us to go into the
town. After an hour's delay came an officer, at-
tended by three other men, who quefiioned me in
terms 'nearly fimilar to thofe which are put to
lhangers at the gates of all, the great towns in
Germany. They were furprized to hear me fay
that I WlS from the eafl country, as I was in the
common drefs of ,the neighbourhood, and there
was nothing, fingular 'in my whole appearance.
The officer upon this turned from me, and faid to
the guard, Mani-mambuta (a Portugucze Lord).
We were now detained in a hut in the fuburbs, in
the cuftody of four men appointed to watch us.
I foon perceived that I was taken for a fpy, and
was likely to be very feverely dealt with. The
'officer went away, but quickly returned, and took
!DYguide with him. The guide was probably in-
terrogated concerning my character, and the ob-
jeEt of my journey: Wheri he came back to me,
he {aid that he mufr now return home. I counted
Qut to him the number of zimpo which I by agree-
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ment owed him, giving him over and above tw6
guilders on account of the kindnefs a~d fidelity
with which he had ferved me. One of the guards
conducted him out Of the fuburbs. All this d. y I
was left to refi in the hut, and was well fupplied
with water, prunes, apples, and a little milk with
fome Hour in it. My keepers were inquiiitive con ..
cerning the adventures of' my travels; and I an- I

{wei-cd readily to all their enquiries; In the even-'
ing returned the officer whom I before mentioned;
and with many excufes and pretences he informed.
'me that the King, whom he had not expected be.
fore next morning, was now arrived. The King
being curious to feeme, ordered me to be carried to
his houfe. The moment I entered he put to me the
following queflions, to which I was obliged vto

anfwer :
" What want you in this townf Are you a

merchant or a fpy ?-Anfwer.· ~, I want nothing.
(,I am an unfortunate man, that has efcaped from
fuipwr~ck; and I have a curiofity to fee this tint
town, having heard it much fpoken of, many days
journey backward in the country through whick
Ihave paffed hither."

" Of what nation are you? Whence came you ?'~
-" I am an Arab, from South Caffre-land e out
Ihip was wrecked on thofe fhores."

" If·this be fo, you mull have had companioftt; ,
in
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ill your misfortune: where are they ?"-." Only
two befide rnyfelf efcaped alive. They travelled -
with me till they both fell ,fick; when, being un-
able to proceed, they were murdered by the
Calli-es."

" How far dif1:antfrom hence is the place where
yo~r fhip was wrecked r"-" Between fix and
feven hundred miles." -

'~Ha YOll the drefs you now wear when you
were on board the {hip r"-" No; my cloaths
were taken from me by the Caffres."

" How far is it to your native country r'<-«
Ii' That I cannot tell,"

" Here you Ihall be entertained till a fhip arrive,
that may convey you to your friends."

He then gave his orders to the officers to con-
duct me back to where I had been under guarcL,
and to fumifh me with cloaths. I there received a,
hody-guard, for fo it was called-s-being blue and of
half the length of a rnantle : it reached not lower
911 the body than to the buttocks. With it was
given me a ihort apron, and a piece of cotton-fluff
for a turban which I was to wear on my head.
When I was dreffcd, the fame officer conducted me J

. back to the King, who did me the honour to ap-
point Ill" attendant on his baQ"~age-hl:lffa 0, which
1was to load and unload from time to time: This
poit I !kld for tl rce mODths, till the King returned
to the place of his ordinary ref den e.

3 Malemba
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Malemba was once the capital of a [mall princi-
pality. Its fovereign had the title of Malemba
Nahany, or Prince of Rights. The laft of thefe
princes entered into an alliance with the Zoggo-
reern," the object of which was, to make him
kirtg of two nations, and to fpoil his neighbours
of their territories. He was, however, defeated
by the King of Cacongo, made prifoner, and
ftripped of his dominions. The whole kingdom .
of Cacongo, to which Malemba now belongs, is
in length about feventy German miles, in breadth
about forty. It is very fertile; abounding in
vegetables, minerals, and other productions, par-
ticularly beafts for the chace, of all [arts, which
are {lain in great numbers chiefly for the fake of
their fkins. Here too is found enough of faIt for
the common ufes of life, with abundance of me-
tallic ores, which laft are, however; lees:fkilfully
wrought here than in various other places. The
river Bambo, and the fea-coaflof Sahmoja, afford
plenty of Iifh of all' forts. Europeans trade to
great advantage with this place. For things of
fmall value, fueh as trinkets, bar-iron, glafs-beads,
coarfe fluffs, linen, and cotton, with arms of very

• There were tributaries to the King of Angola, and po{fdf.
eo a narrow tract of <;.ol.lUtry adjacent to the eafl; tide of that
fide or"that king,lom.
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indifferent fabrication, they obtain, in return,
:great quantities of hides of the heft quality,.

-The royal army conflfts of about twelve thou ...
fand men, who can be aifembled within the
fpace of eight-and-forty, hours. The King is,
himfe1f, a brave foldicr, leads his warriors, in
perfon, into the field; and, for his J>olicy and
valour, is dreaded by the moft formidable of his
neigh bours, who would otherwife be fufficiently
ready t9 attempt encroachments upon his domi ..
nions. He is not lefs haughty than valiant, Whe11
he goes abroad, he is attended by four principal
officers, and by twelve men who compofe his
life-guard. When he gives audience, all prefent
are obliged to kneel before him. His principal
officers are at the fame time judges in the towns
and' villages: but in matters of great importance,
they have not al.lthority, to determine without
laying the affair before the King. He is very re-
ligious, and gQ.esmorning and evening to public
prayers. The priefis, if they defire to win the
King's favour, mufi live very circumfpedly, and
perform their functions with the utmoft punctua-
Iity, , ~")()]yga~nyis allowed. The male children
belong from infancy to the King, who devotes
them to the military profeflion, and makes them
,e~ercife thcmfclvcs in arms from their earlieR

T+ years.
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years. Mothers educate their daughters: the boys I

are educated by the priefls, The King has twenty
wives, who are treated with the harfhnefs and in-
difference ufed towards flaves, and are rarely al-
lowed to Ihew themfelves in public. Moft of the
fons of thofe wives are appointed in their early
years to high offices. In time of war, the offi-
cers have pay and provifions from the King; but
the common foldiers muft find provifions for
themfelves; for which reafon they are ufually
attended by their wives, whofe bufinefs is to fup-
ply them with victuals. The King has in his do-
minions two towns, eight-and-thirty villages,.
with a cafile that ftands on a high hill. Malemba
is the capital. It contains feven hundred houfes
or huts, three ftreets meafuring its length, and
two crofs-Iireets, The handfomeft and heft
occupied of thefe is, the Koffa, or 'tradefman's
Itreet. The market is held here; the Portuguefe
and Dutch merchants have in this ftreet their
counting-houfes and warehoufes; and this. is like_
wife the place where moft of the handicraftfmen
exercife their occupations. The Rifuhao-fireat
has a1fothe advantage of a market-place, in which
fruits and all forts of cattle are fold. Everyone
of the long fireets has at each end a gate~ guarded
by fix een cr twenty men, whofe bufii1efS is to
take care that victuals, wares, &c. be neither

brought



INTERIOR OF AFRICA •.
brought in nor carried forth, without p~ying :1,

certain toll, fimilar in its nature to the ex~i{eof
Germany or Britain. The t?wn is ,fUTfounded
with a dry wall of rough unhewn ftones, with •.
out any fort of cement, and with a ditch. The
prefent caftle in which the King, when he comes
here, refides, is but a forry building, one fiory
high, and about five hundred feet in circumfer-
ence. Its exterior apartments are occupied by
foldicrs: the Icing's wives are confined in its in.
rerior recefles. It ftands on the Ihore of the river
Mti1empo, at no great diftance from the fea, and
enjoys a good profpetl:. I faw it mounted with
four pieces of 1rtillery, three-pounders; the pur-
chafe of which coft the King a great expenee. I
~nufi:remark, that ivory and gold-duft are brought
to market at this place, and are fold for pieces in..
money, or bartered for European wares. Chrifiian
traders are obliged to pay here a duty of five per
cent. on all goods which they buy or fell. While
1continued here.ia Dutch mer hant-Ihip came into
the river, whofe captain, by name Vofcnmeyen,
wifhed to purchnfe from, my mailer thirty. ele-
phants' teeth. For thofe he offered a piece of red
doth, Iorne ells in le gth, as a turban -three
.ftrings of yellow gla.fsbeads-four knives with tin
handles-and a woollen thawl into the bargain.
The Xi Ig fecmed to be more than half inclined

to
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to accept his offer. But I took the liberty to ob•
. ferve, when he had Qelivered to the Captain ten
of the teeth, that the goods offered were mere
trifles, and not worth more than two or three of I
the teeth; that, however, to afford him the means
of exorbitant profit, he Ihould have the whole ten
for them; that the thirty he could by no means

, have at fuch a rate; and that, if he defired to
have the other twenty, he muft pay for them with
other goods. The Captain flared at me, and
afked jeeringly, if I were the King's keeper? I
anfwered, "That I am not: but I have under-
taken to fee that thefe elephant's teeth Ihall not
be given away for no~hing, put fold for a fair
price." Provoked at this, he flrove to perfuade
the King that I wi£hed to difcourage the traffick,
becaufe the goods offered were not to my tafte.
The King feeing that I was angry at this imputa-
tion, afked-why I would not deliver all the
teeth? I took courage, and replied-" The ten
elephant's teeth which I have delivered to 'the
Captain, were much more valuable than the goods
with which he was to pay for them; and I can-
not agree that my kind and worthy mailer Ihould
be fo egregioufly impofed upon as to give more
for thofe goods." This anfwer foothed the King,
fo that he faid, " Thou knowefi: better than I how
to deal with him, I leave it to thee." lIe then

arole
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arofe and left us. The Captain then thought pro.
per to alter his tone; and for the thirty elephant's
teeth I obtained, befide the goods which he had
before offered, two hatchets, fix pairs of fciffars, a
looking-glafs, and twenty guilder:;. The money
J kept to myfelf; the goods I delivered to the
King, who was fa overjoyed, and fo much pleafed
:with me, that he upon this occafion relieved me
from my accuflomed labour, promoted me to be
one of his body-guards, and even gave me, with
other new clothes, a mantle of confiderable value,
which he himfclf had jufi: laid afide. From this
time I was obliged to be in conftant attendance
upon him, a thing not at all agreeable to me, as
it left me lefs at liberty than I had hitherto been.
I once went a hunting with him; and on that
occafion I killed a flag with a javelin, with which
he was. fo much plcafed, that he gave me liberty
from that time to go a hunting whenever I chofe.
.The Evanga, however, though pretending to be my
friend, was at heart my enemy, and fir-ove to ex-
cite the King's fufpicions againfi me. He foon
found opportunity to gratify the malignancy of
his dilpolition in this refpcct, He commanded
me, in the King's name, to go, and pluck fome
,plum~, and to carry them, into the apartments in
which the King's wives lived. I afkcd to whom I
was there to give the plums. He informed me, that

they
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they 'Were to be given to an old. woman whom I
1ho~kl there find expecting them. I plucked the
fruit, and took it into the feraglio, but the old
'woman 1 could not find. I called, but no perfon
made anfwer ;. I called frill louder, and then came
the Evanga, whofe apartments. were near. He for-
bade me to call aloud left the women fhould be
difturbed and alarmed. I .then recollected the
King's command, and was all at once filent. He
ordered me to retire and leave the fruit with him,
without faying any thing of it, unlefs it Ihould be
enquired for by the King. I wifhed to be gone,
-upon which he told me tl at I might go to my
mafier's 'wives if I wifhed to lofe my life in
the morning. I well knew that going into the
women's apartments was forbidden under the fe-
verefl penalties. But the authority of the King'i
command made me eafy 011 this. fcore, and I was
without fear of confequenccs. The Evanga again
{poke to me, and propofed that I Ihould accom-
.pany him to his abode, I followed him, and he
entertained me with Embetth, or palm-wine, with
which I was fo much intoxicated, that I forgot
the fruit. I fraggered to my own dwelling, and
·there concealed as w II as I could my diigrace.
This anfwered the purpofe of the Evanga, who,
-while I was aile p, took the fruit to the Y'ng,.
telling him how much I had alarmed the women,

and

_I_
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1ihd that I had. threatened the lives of the guard,
and had endeavoured to force my waY;'1_n fpite of
oppofition, into the apartments of his Majefty's
'Wives. The guards' not having been on their, dutf.
at the time when Iwent towards the apartments
of the women, were in great. difficulty how to
a&'; but, as they had gone out 'of the way with ..'
out leave, found it necefiary to fide with the
Evanga. The King gave orders that I fhould be .
arreited and examined. Two foldiers. carne to
awake me, and <,:arry .me to examination. Bein~
in a ftate of intoxication, .I [aid. things which 1ll

another fituation I fhould ha re been incapable of
uttering.

Iwas accordingly put in fetters, and confined in a
wretched hut without the caftle, the door of which
was bolted and madefaft with leathern thongs.
There I lay till nest day at noon, forelyafllicted with
thirft and hunger. At laft came four foldiers, who
bade me follow them .. ' I did as Iwas bidden, and
was conducted by them into the King's prcfence;
who appeared to be angry with me. From the
foldiers I could learn but little either of what had
happened to me, or what I had faid when examin-
ed on the preceding day. I came therefore un-
l'fepared to anfwer the queftions which were now
to- be put to me, and to defend myf 1f againft the

accu-



accufations of "the Evanga, What I now raid
feerned not to give fatisfad:ion. The King,
therefore, ordered me to be carried to my
hut, and there to be fupplied with fome milk
and flour for my fubfiftence, Mter I. had
hin in the hut for fome hours longer, I called
to the guard, and requefted them to loofe my fet-
ters. They gave me fame hearty curfes, and
retired, commanding me to be quiet. Next morn-
ing I was carried back, and was again Iharply
examined. I could do nothing more than own
that I was drunk, and afk forgivenefs for the of-
fence. This was not enough. But at the end of
my examination two foldiers were ordered to give
me with thongs of leather twenty tallies, of which
I feverely felt the fmart, I was conveyed back,
and left without other confolation for what I had
fuffered, than half a pint of water and a handful
of brains of millet to fupport nature. My fituation
had for fome days before been altered greatly for
the worfe , and I was now treated like a Have,
forced to cut and bring in wood, and degraded to
other menial ferviccs equally painful and ignomi-
nious. The food allowed, me was alfo bad and
Icanty, fo that I had not half enough for my ade-
quate fubfifi:ence. Every one fcoffed and derided
me; and my hardfhips were fo great, that I de..

;' fired to die. Though the Evanga pretended that
he
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he pitied me, yet, that he felt no kind of pity
in his heart will appear hereafter. But the
norm tnufi at "length be over, and give place
to calm and funfhine. I had remained in this
wretched condition for about fix weeks, and
without any profpect of relief, or of aught but
the utmoft wretchednefs j when, on a certain
occafion, the overfeer of the King's naves received
orders to go with a part of the fIaves under his'
care to the mountain of Comoh * in fearch of firing,
Next day, the 6th of October, to the number of
:fixty naves, with twenty foldiers, departed for the
execution of this defign .. Among thofe naves 1was
one. We were to go by the coaft of Sohmoea, at
the diftance of one and a half day's journey from
the town, and there fearch for fhell-fifh. This talk
was a very hazardous one; as, in colleering the
fhell-fifh, we were often fathoms deep in the mud,
and were in danger of being fwallowed up by it.
Our feet too were apt to be bitten and torn by the
tortoi!es and other creatures in fearch of their food
in the mud. To this danger I freely expofed my-
felf, as it was what at any rate I could not avoid.
J, for my own {hare, procured thirty of thofe fhell•.

• It divides the country at its eaftern confines from' that of
Jago or Jomhage. It is.a tract fix days' journey in length
from eaf] to well, and produces abundance of palm-trees and

I fl'l1it-tl'cC's.
fifhes.
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.fiihes ", There I was to bring into the town ]
though Ifelt very feniibly that· I could not travel
far with them. The party to which I belonged
were gone half an hour's walk before me. I could
not follow with the activity: neceflary to overtake
theni, The foldiers, for this reafon, beat me with
their leathern thongs- fo long and fo feverely,- that
I at !aft fank to the ground, and the blood gullied
from my mouth. Even in this fituation I found
no pity, but was urged to rife and proceed with
my burden. To proceed was, however, to me im-
poflible. This fame of my unfortunate compa-
nions faw; upon which they relieved me by divid.
ing my burthen amongfl them. I exerted myfelf
then to the utmoft, and at lafl; with great difficulty
reached the town. 'fhe overfeer informed the
King of the great quantity of fhell-fifh which we
had brought; adding farther that three of the men
were .iJ:ldanger of IDling their feet, and that the
new {lave, meaning me, had fallen down under his

'" Thefe fhell-filhes are round, and when of the full fize, u
large as a common table plate. They have a greenifh hue.
and contain pearls which are not mnch regarded. The
{hells are tired as eleg~nt difhes for the table; they receive a
polifh, with tiones that greatly improves their appearance: the
lleihy Iubfiance within, is white but very hard, and when it is
to be dreffcd, is beaten and minced with an inftrument of wood.
At the Cape this fpeci s or {hell-nih was named K/epp Kujcben.

burthen,

"



I

INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 289

burthcn, and could not bring it home. Of the
cudgelling which Ihad been obliged to bear, he
faid not a word.

As foon as the King heard this account, he Of-

dered that I fhould be brought to him, but it re-
quired time to wafh the blood away, with which
I was covered from head to foot, arid they repre-
fented to him that Iwas again ill, and not in a fitua-
tion to appear before him. At day-break the
Evanga caine to me to enquire after my health .. I
.gaJlehim four guilders, and requefied him to pro- .
cure from the King my liberty. He went away,
and in a fhort time aft r fent one of the King's
fervants to fetch me, "and as foon as Imade my ap-
pearance in the King;s prefence, the following dia-'
logue took place : -

King. What do you want?
AnJwer. Iwant nothing but my liberty, and for

this I humbly petition you.
. K. As you are not ill, why did you n come
yefterday evening, when I rent for you?

A. Iknew nothing of the order.
K. I was told that you had a fpitting of blood,

and on that account could not come to me ?
A. That is true. Your inhuman fubjeB:s have

treated me worfe than a beafl, as you fhall fee this
inftant. Here I threw my cloak off, and 1hewed

U him
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him the wounds and bruifes over my whole
body.
K. You probably deferved fucha punifhment j
A. Hear me, I befeech you, and then judge

whether I deferved it. They laid 'upon my back
thirty bags of Ihells, when the others ca~ried only
from twelve to fifteen bags.
K. That was your puniiliment, for not being

more obedient in my fervice, when you were a free
fervant.
A. My refolution was never to tranfgrefs your

orders; your Evanga mad~ me tranfgrefs them.
K. The Evanga has informed me of your dif~

obedience, and defcribed to me your llcentiouf;
nefs.
A. I have not been licentious. I 'wifhed to fol-

low your commands punctually, but the Evanga
prevented me.
I now relatedto him every, circumftance, en-

treated him to reftore me to my liberty, repre,
fentin to him that he had no right to make me
a flave, fince Iwas a foreigner, who wifhed only
to travel through his country, and made no claims
on the rights of hofpitality, but was willing to pay
for all my wants. I begged alfo to pay him for
every thing that he had done for me when I was
his fervant. The officers who flood by looked on
me with aflonifhment, and feemed to exprefs' their

dif..
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difpleafure at the freedom of my language~ but the
Evanga felt himfelf particularly offended. He
here reprefented to the King that I was a liar, that
I had fpoken very little that was true, and that it
would be better to exchange me for a flave in fome
other neighbourhood. His advice was taken ; but it
was determined that I fhould fide be fent in .quell of
elephants'teeth. On the following day the journey
took place; but before we fet off I received a dozen
Iafhes, ordered, as' I afterwards learned, by the
Evanga, and a charge was given to our com-
mander. to keep a firic1 eye over me.

On the r ath of October we departed from Ma-
Iemba, and on the third day after reached the place
where we were to encamp, by a narrow river,
probably an arm of the river Bambo, between two
chains of hills bending to the north-cal]. On the
:lirft three days we did not get a :lingletooth, and
on the fourth encamped farther to the eafl in the
woods. On the fifth day we found three teeth,
but not without fome rifque, as the elephants were
fiiIl in. that neighbourhood. On the 19th we
retired under the mountains, and encamped over
againfr the village of Wakat>. About mid-day

'" This village contains about twenty huts, and is the laft on
the eaflcrn border of this country.

U 2 our
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our leader feparated us into three parties, to beat
'about the thickets; and with a flave and three fol-
diers Iwent on the right wing towards the bor-
ders. About evening we found a tooth, weighing
nearly fixty pounds, ~vithwhich we returned back;
and arrived at 'our camp about midnight, The,
n~xt day Was a day of reft. On the 22d we went
out ~gain as before in [mall parties, 'and I proceed-
ed with myoId comrades 'to our former pofts,
, After a march of fome leagues we hurried towards
the north-eaft, but found nothing, though, we kept
tip the fearch till evening. Determined to return
that night to the camp, we firft tat down among
the bullies to eat a few handsful of millet. The. .
foldiers, as they were tired, and the camp was
nearly three leagues off, refolved now to pafs the
night ill this place, and we gathered fome fticks

, to make a fire; but one of our comrades, who had
been exploring our fituation, prevented us on his,
return, by fayil~g, that he had fcen a light not far
from us, and that it would be' better for us not to
'light a fire, left we Ihould be difcovered. It was
probable that the lagans 010, on whofe borders we

'J<- Whether thefc arc the .hggas placed in fome geogr<lphical -
"works in the kinmlom at M~lloellll.lgi, 1 cannot afccrtain; but

his I maintain, that there arc no Jaggas fubject to the King of
Monoemcgi.

., were'
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were lying, had made this fire, and were come hi-
ther in fearch of elephants' teeth. 1gathered a heap'
of rufhy graf.~,flung myfdf upon it, and pretended
to fall afleep. For about half an hour my com-
rades chatted together, refpecting the fire which
had been feen, and then compofed themfelves for-
:fleep. 1 refied quiet about two hours, then got
up, went about thirty fteps off under pretence of
neceffary occafions, and as no one was looking
after me, and -I had reafon to believe that my com-
rades were afleep, I doubled my pace towards the:
fpot where the fire was burning. I did not reach
the heights till day-break, and found nobody by
the fire, though the afhes were frill glowi)1g.
Around were the traces of footfleps, which I fol-
lowed, and after an hour's walk through a thicket,
I faw ,at laft three men armed with javelins and
hunting Ipears. I ftopped and called out to them,
Mara, mah, jakoho (my friends, where am I?).
They ran to me inftanrly, and afked me whence I
came, and whither I was going? I gave a Ihort ac·
count of my journey from the beginning, but de.
lcribed to them. circumftantially the mifery and
want under which I had lately laboured. I was
queftioncd where the men were who were on the
fearch for elephants' teeth, what was their ftre'ngth,
and with what arms they were provided. I gave
them accurate intelligence, and they conducted

U 3' me
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me after a g<'>odhour's march farther into the
wood to their village, which is fituated in it, and
confifts of eighty huts. Here I was defired to re-
peat again to the Majka (or head man) what I had
already related, who confidered the dignity of his
nation as infulted, by another nation pretending
to hunt and look for teeth on his borders. He
inflantly ordered everyone to feize his arms, and
to attack the enemy; but they came too late, for
as foon as I was miffed my comrades probably con-
jectured that I fhould betray their encampment.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

IIfflory and Dcfcription oftbe Jagans, their Manners,
Clijloms, national Cbaradcr=-Defcription of the
War-buffaloes, and Water-bottles mode oj Elephants'
Entrails---Journey over the Akcifi Mounta,ins,
through the City of Groh, by the frontier Village
Wabbala; in the 'Territory of Mugari (Minto)-
Defcription of it and its Inhabitants - journey
through the thick Wood of a mountainous Country, to
the Village Sowohm-I-Iiflory and Defcription of tbe
Kingdom of Mqffiand Mambam the Metropolis--'1he
little Hamlets, Muhotahu, whqfe Inhabitants fulftfl
by Robbery-Journey through tbe Villages, Doemob;
Bathym, and Haka; to the Mathians-Defcription
of this Nation-Kingdom oj jukkodego, or Monoe-
mugi, its Situation, Limits, JIijlory, and Deferip-
tion-'T sua difFrclit Origins of its Inbabitants-s-:
Form of Gouernment , Religion, Manners, and Cu.{-
tOlns-journey over A'Zuakana, the Lake and Cit}
of Zambrc-s-Defcription oj this City and its Royal
Palace-s-Cbarader oj the King-DreJs of the Offi-
cers-'1he Autbor repairs a Watch for the King,
is taken into Favour, and Traocls soitl» him to the
Lake oj Zal1wre-Improvement of Maps~Depar-

11 4 ture
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lure from Zambre=-Tbe Author goes over the Ak ..
mabo Mountains, through Serra', Mebqr and Yd.
lop, Etaha771,M.ufl, Himogu, Mqf.aku and Gabamy-;
over the Border Mountains, through Paatam and
Kablogoni, the lqft Village in this Kingdom.

THE Jagans, a fmall and poor nation, refide
chiefly in the forefts, and live on fruits and

roots. The chace produces little, for the tigers
are too numerous to permit other animals to
thrive, and elephants and tigers only are found in
abundance '; for the teeth of the former javelins

• and hunting [pears are exchanged. The track of
land, poflefled by this nation, belongs properly to
Malemba; but having obtained their liberty they
poflefs eight villages fo fituated, that the inhabi,
bitants can aflemblc in a day in one place. Each
village has its head-man, chofen' fr0111the braveft
of the villagers. I could gain no intelligence con-
cerning the origin of this nation, but it feerns not
improbable that they fprung from the Congoans.
The number of men capable of bearing arms
amounts, as they told me, to a thoufand perfons,
and they pride themfelves much on the bravery of
their nation. The King of Cacongo, who calls
himfelf the protector and fovereign of the Jagans,
cannot depend on the affiftance of this nation, un-
lefs he gives them proof. of his efieeffi; for tl)ey

will
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will not receive from him unlimited commands.
He has indeed, in his own kingdom, far more
warriors) yet he can do but little injury to this
fmall nation from its fituation on mountains, in
woods, and difficult pafles, They arc accufed of
being much addicted to robbery, and even carmi-
balifm; but I faw not the leaft trace of either.
and even here it was, told me, that their neigh-
bours, the Monomotapans, plundered whatever
they could, and ate the flefh of their .prifoners,
Holpltality is univerfal : the firanger is 'prefented
with the bell which the country affords; and the
traveller who truth himfelf to the protection of
this nation may be aifured that they will never do
him an injury.

They acknowledge neither king. nor priefl,
leading a life of Iimplicity; and according to na-
ture. If water fails in any part they move north.
wards, particularly to an arm of the river Bambo,
which flows all the year. The children grow up
without any infiruction, and their education is
len: entirely to themfe1ves. The employment of
the men, the chace e.ccepted, is very infignificant ;
for the women gather the wood, keep up the fire,
and collect the fruit. Neither mats nor fhirts
are made here; their beds are of Ilraw, and they
go entirely naked. Moil: of them lie very often

the

•
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the whole day, through. inactivity, on their
couches; and I can confidently aflert, that they
are the lazieft people of all Africa. I never L:1W a
religious ceremony here, nor could I learn that
any were obferved.

The Chief begged me to Hay with him as long
as I fhould remain here; he ufed to fay, "Stay
flranger ; whilft you are here it goes well with
Up, and you-will never hunger." The laft circum.
Hance was not exactly true; for in the very hot
weather they fcarcely eat any thil~g, but ftretch
themfelves out on their firaw and indulge in
lazinefs; at fueh times I was obliged to go in
fearch of fruit and roots for myfelf ; and, I that I
might not equal them in idlcnefs, I made an ac-
quaintance with a young woman who carved
figures on whitened bones. Thefe bones £he co;
vered firfl with moiilened fand, which was ex-
pofed to the heat of the fun; after t,his they were
fcraped, and Ihe carved on them with flones all
forts of figures. She worked with fuch difpatch
and dexterity, that many a moderate artift would
perhaps find it diflicult to furpafs her figures.
The fexual connection is never' denied here to
any on~, for it is confidercd as a natural want
which no one fhould oppofe, I remained with
this good tempered people to the end of the yea~~

went
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went fometimes with them againfr their enemies,
and my Ihare of the plunder was two, war-buf-
faloes * and a half, which were killed for our fef-
tive dinner, in honour of the victory. My refo,
lution to proceed on my journey affected moft of
the inhabitants of the village with forrow; and
when I requefted their afliitance to put me on the
right road to the kingdom of Mafli, the greater
part offered me their fervices to conduct me to
their borders. They gave me alfo dried roots
and a water-bottle t for my journey.

ill I fhould have dcfcriberl there buffaloes before. They are
prepared for their deflination very early; their horns are fplit
in many places, and afterwards bent in various-directions, fo
as to give the animal a terrible appearance. They are fo well
taught, that on being [purred 011 by the man, who either fits
on their back or goes behind them, with a fharp-pointed flick,
they ruth forwards with the utmolt [peed. In this manner
they are urged 011 againft the enemy, where they do infinite
mifchicf, by totIing about with their many ended horns every
thing that cernes in their way. In general a piece of elephant's
ikin doubled is hung on their head and breafi, partly that they
may not receive fo much hUH from javelins, and partly that
they may not be terrified by the number' and attacks of the
enemy.
t There bottles are made from the entrails of elephants,

rabbed in the allies, and dried in the fun. They Ierve for wa-
'rer ve!fels, particularly on journies; when filled they are tied
round the body, and to make the water drink frcfh, they are

hung
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On the zd of December, 1786, I fet off, with
two guides:, and foon reached ,Tomoh, a village
with about fixty huts/where we breakfafred, and
then -afcended the Akafi mountain, At mid-day
we came to Groh, which might be called a. town,
as it contains three hundred-huts, in Ecneral well
conftructed, and, is fituatcdon a fine fruitful
plain. ' I ftaid here that day, as I wifhed to [pend
as much time as poflible with my guides, who
were here to take leave of me. The Majka 'gave
us a good l~dgi~g,. and collected eycry thing
eatable in his hut for us. 'The next morning, as
foon as my guides had fet off for their homes, I
proceeded on my journey, through a wildernefs
three leagues in length, the thickefi that I had
hitherto feen : many times I was obliged to creep
for a hundred paces or more under: bullies clofely
g(own together, and to crawl fometimes with
my whole length on the ground. In five hour's
time I came to Mahhala, the border village, on a
{mall Ilream, which, flowing .from eaft ,to 'cft,
rufhes down a long chain of mountains; empties
Itfelf in the lake above-mentioned, Sohmoja, The
village contains between fixty and feventy huts,

hung up in the air between two flicks or trees, that the water
may be cooled. Such a bottle is of great ufe to a traveller,
:rho can always thus procure himfdf a cool draught.

lies.



INTERIOR OF AFRICA.

lies. in a grove on an eminence, and has moo
beautiful fruit-trees, particularly palm-trees, and
in i~~ neighbourhood fame tamarind trees. 0
the laft:.t~e inhabitants do not know how to m:
<111y life.

My ho~ here, the chief of the village, was a
furly, and as it feems a covetous fellow; he gave
me fome water and plums, and threw down be.
fore his hut a. bundle of ftraw for my night"
lodging. Unluckily in the night a violent thun-
det'-fiorm came on, accompanied with a deluge of
rain. My hail was fo vexed that he fcarcely
knew what to do; but as I was wetted to the
{kin, he let me come -into his hut. At day-break
I fct off, travelled eaftward through the wood,
, nd came at laft to the above-mentioned chain of
mountains on the borders of the territory of Mu~
gad; which the people of the .country call Minto."

Minto ,is a fmall country, thinly inhabited: the
people are ill-mannered, giving themfelves little
concern about the traveller whofe language they

'* Their nation is placed by all geographical writers too far
to the north; for though they lead a roving life, the track of
land oyer which they wander, is aifure(\ly not three hundred
German milts ill length in the two kingdoms.

do
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do not underfland, or they will treat him ill from
the filly prejudice, that he who fpeaks differently
from themfelves means to affront them. They
are little and difagreeable in their perfons, in no
efteem with and ill-treated by their neighbours, ,
the above-mentioned nation, and by the Maflians.
Little as they are, they are the mof] 1kilful of all
the neighb~)Uring nations in the chace of elephants,
by whofe Ikins and teeth they procure their liveli-

, ,
hood. The collective number of inhabitants does
not amount to more than three thoufand, of whom
the greater part live in the mountains in holes, fa
furrounded by bullies, that a traveller my pafs a
dozen times without feeing them. Strangers who
can converfe with the inhabitants, and underfrand
the language of the country, are kindly received
and treated with hofpitality. Though their only .
meat is the flefh of elephants, they underfi:and fo
many different methods of dreffing it, with various
kinds of herbs, that it is excellent food. They cut
it, for example, into thin pieces, which they lay in
brine, rubbing in afterwards falt and herbs: they
are left in this manner for feme days, and then
'hung up for fome time in the air, after which they
are placed on the fire and drcfled Ilowly , and tafle
better than our Weflphalia hams. A part only of
the mountain is theirs, the'refr belongs to the Maf-
fians. Their language is different from that of both

I the
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the 'neighbouring nations, by whom theirs is not
underftood, yet they themfelves underfiand the
language of both countries. They have a :£hock
'head, flat nofe, large eyes, pouting lips, and Iharp
teeth, whofe points they fharpen I Hill more with
ftC!nes. Their complexion inclines more to the
yellOWthan to the black, and they burn all forts of
:figures into their foreheads and cheeks. 'They go
entirely naked" 'and are both very lazy and ...-ery
lafcivious. Their whole land may be travelled over
in half a day. I

On the 5th, 6th, and 7th, Ihad a very bad path
through forefls and over mountains, faw neither
villages nor men, and fuffered terribly from thirfb
Nature provided me with food, for here are carob
trees in great plenty. There is alfo abundance of
game, partic~larly chamois and wild boars; of
which the latter gave me great anxiety, and I ef-
caped from .their attacks by taking fpeedyflight and
climbing the trees. I found a boar's fang eight
;'nches long and three inches thick, which would
be taken by everyone for moil beautiful ivory.
On the 7th towards evening I reached Sowohm, a
village very ill built, and confifiing. of thirty huts,
lying in a row from north to eafl between foine
fmall eminences. Here the il habitants were very
curious; for they aflembled on my arrival and

fl:eppcd
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fl:epped round me, fame feeling my mouth, others
handling. my head, and I was obliged to fubmit,
lik~ a ftrange animal, to their examinations .., I did
not underfrand a iingle word of their language,.
but mine was underfiood by fame of them. Not
one of thefe people probably had feen white men,
which may ealily be conceived, fince the many
mountains and almofi impenetrable woods prohi-
bited accefs to them. I fhould think it an un-
dertaking, which would amply be repaid, to form
. a commercial company to explore this nation, in
whofe mountains in all pl:obability great treafures
are hidden. They could make no refiflance, for
they are much too weak; and befides, by good
'treatment they 11lighteaiily be managed. Skins
and ivory would be the chief articles, which might

, be conveyed in fix days in fmall veflels down the
river Zambece, to the' former Portuguezc fort St.
Martial, and thence other wares might be carried
back in return. f

The Mumkaham, the prefent King, was elected
in the year 1783' Mafli, the King from whom
the nation takes its name, has been dead thefe fifty
years, and fince him fourteen Kings have held the
reigns of government. The.King is as poor as any
of the inhabitants; his pre-eminence confifts in de-
daring war and peace, and he is the fuprerne in

leading



leading his fubjects in the field. They have neither
:priefts nor 'under officers. In the whole country.,
~which is about fix days journey long and four
'wide, there is not a fingle town, but feveral villages
and two hamlets, of which the one caned Mamharn,
'Containing about four hundred miferable huts, is
the royal refidence; the other', called Muhokahu,
~sfmaller. Every moon a market is held at Mam-
ham, which is two. days journey from the lake
'of Marnre, whither numbers come from all the
country, partly for the fake of trading, and partly
to obtain from the King an audience, which is
given only on thofe days, and in the open market-
place·. Muhokahu is fitua~ed in the northern part
of the country, on an arm of the river Zambece,
The villages are very ill built, and the houfes
thatched with Ilraw. In war this nation cannot'
bring fo many men into the field as many other
.nations s they have no weapons of iron, but in
their {lead wooden war axes and javelins, which
.ther arm at the point with bone. Here I .again
found fheep, which are highly prized; and, that
they may not falla prey. to the tygers, they are
taken at night into the huts. Hofiile excurfions
-arc made even from this country, but only to-
wards the north, againft the Melekgos and the
Wahyoys, who are their neighbours in that
~uattel".

INTERIOR OF AFRICA.
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With their neighbours on the can-fide, the Mal..
hihas and Halogros, who are likewife robbers,
they maintain a good underfianding. Of their
manners, cufioms; &c. I {hall fpeak in defcribing
thofe of other nations, w 0 III there par~iculars
agree with them.

On my arrival at Sowohm, I was taken before'
, \the judge of the place, an old man with grey hairs.

None but old men are appointed to the functions
'of judges. After thofe had departed who came out
of curiofity togaze at me, or to touch me with their
hands, 1 was entertained in the judge's houfe
with a mefs of flour and "rater, and was then di ..
rcd.ed to reft for the night on a bundle- of flraw
that was laid in a corner. Having had little fleep
for the Ian three days, I threw myfelf down on
the {haw and Ilept foundly. Towards noon I
awoke, with a burning and itching all over my
body; and obferving my Ikin, I faw with furprize
that it was covered with red fpots. 'Upon exa-:
mining t1 c 1~hceon which I had flept, I found that
it {warmed with {and-lice"'. ,1 fhewed myoId

Thefe idfeCts arc white, and rather iar~er in fize than OUf

4;ommOIl pifmires, They dcpofit their eggs ill the fun ; 1111(\

thefe ~re within four and twenty hours hatched by the beat.
When the human body is bitten by them, the fores are al)oint·

ed with the fat fram the foot of the .elepbilnt.

-------
---------------------------------



INTERIOR OF AFRICA., 307

hofl:what I had fuffered; he laughed, gave me a.
tortoife-Ihell containing fat, and bade me anoint
myfelf. As I took it, the buffalo's paunch in which
I kept my money and gold-dufl:~ and which Ihad
fafl:enedunder my arm, dropped to the ground. I
took it up as fail: as poflible, bur not without being
obferved by the old man. Though very old and
feeble, he was as active and nimble as any youth,
and he {prang to fnatch it from me. I turned my-
felf about, and frepping quickly to the door, I id
it in fame Jl:raw. I then held in my hand fome
fhells which I had about me, and coming in pre-
tended that thofe were what Ihad before dropped
on the ground. He fnatched at thefe; and I eafily
futrercd him t~ take them, that he might not fuf-
peB: me to pofTefsany thing of greater value. I
l'emained all day within the hut, in order to avoid
being troubled by the people, who crowded to fee
me. The old man faw that I had not quite reco-
'vered from my fatigue, and that I had frill a num-
ber of Iores on my body: he therefore would
not allow me to be troubled by the curiofity of his
neighbours. And though I gave him ut twenty
Ihells for my entertainment, he believed that thofe
were all I had, and treated me with all poflible
kindnefs, giving me a cup of milk with two hand-
fuls of flour, by which I was greatly.refrefhed.
Pleated with this apparent honefty and kindnefs, I

X z took
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took out a' guilder and gave it to him. Overjoyed
at this, he went out to his neighbours. I was muclt
alarmed in his abfence, left he fhould have gone to
confult with them about plundering me. He re-
turned; and I then hinted to him my fufpicions
with refped: to his behaviour: but he fmiled, and
bade me lay afide all fear .. It however happened as
I had fufpccted. On the following night, while I
was on my couch afleep, I fuddenly felt my mantle
pulled from about me. I would have cried out;
but one of the robbers prefled my breaft with his
knee, and I was obliged to be quiet. I fhould pro-
bably have been Itrangled, if it had not bE:enfat.
the old man, whom my groans awakened, and.
who by his clamours drove away the thieves. I
by half ead ; and the old man Iloodtrembling
by my fide. .A. number of other perfons hearin~
his cries, came running into the hut, and afked
what had happened? The old man told them what

J he thought proper, and {hewed them where the
thie es had made their way into his hut. It
was perceived that they had entered by a breach
which they had made in the back part. Four men
were fet as a guard round the cottage till the next
morning. When morning came, fuiB: fearch Was
made to find the thieves; I know not with what
fuccefs. If difcovered, they probably bribed the.
old man who was judge to let them offwith 1Jnpll.

nity.
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nity. I was glad to. have thus fwed my money
and my life; and though fick and feeble, fet out at
mid-day, and proceeded on my journey. My good
old hofl accompanied me, for an hour's walk, on
the way, and. then with many kind willies bade
me farewell, I quickened my pace, and in order
ro afcertain whether Ihad any reafons for further
fu/piciol1; I afcended a hill, but conldfee no perf on
in purfuit of me. In roy anxiety and alarm, I had
brouzht neither victuals nor water ,. and here was ',":)

neither fruit nor fpring. Iwas tormented with
thirft, and had no means to allay it. At laft, I put
Iome pebbles into my mouth, and purfued my way.
Towards everting I came to a pleafant plain,' but
which was deftitute of fruit and water. tEell to
the ground, overcome by faintnefs, and looked
for immediate death as an inevitable event. This
idea was too horrible to my imagination, to allow
me 'to flcep : I fprung up and tried to proceed.
Ere.I had gone an huadred paces farther, I found
forne reeds in full growth. One of there 1hafl:ily
plucked, and chewed the lower part of it, which
though bitter to the tafte, refrefhed me exceed,
ingiy. Sleep now came upon me, I fell on the
ground, and Ilept undifhirbed till next morning,
I then renewed my journey over a defert of no
great extent, and by noon the fo&wing day reach-
ed the village of Kamoho, The heat was excefll ve ;

X 3 . and
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and I found nobody out of doors. I however en-
tered thefirfi: hut I carne to, and alked for fome-
tliing to drink. Noone anfvJ"ered me, nor made.
me anolfer of any thing; but an feerned to be
greatly frightened at my appearance. I made tria!
at feveral huts with the. like ill fuccefs. Once
more drawing afide the mats at the door. , I call-
eel bitterly in all the different languages I could
think of, Give me zuater! gh.Je me 'water.' A
young man at hit came out, and accofl:ing me.
with great civility, by figns, afked me to come
nearer, I let him .know that I wanted ferne,
thing to drink He comprehended my mean,
ir g, uttered a few words. which were to me unin.,
ten'gi.ble, and within a very few minutesprefented
• 'le with fome flour and water. The neighbours
hear.ing the noife, looked out of their huts to fee
"{':tat was the matter, and 9bferving me, gathered
about me. There by-flanders fhewed great com~

. pa_ ion for me: one brought milk, another meal,
. others fruits and roots, for my refrefhrnent. Some
. took me into their huts, in which there were
~ank naufeous :fmel1s too {hong for my fcnfes ; fa
that I returned to rclt myfelf out ofcloo~s. I then
conti ued my journey to the north-eafi, to\varcls

. the place of the King's .efidence. But before [et-
ting out, I procured a leathern bottle, and t 'ok it
with me ull of frefh water. Had I not been fo

feeble,
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feeble, I might have reached Ahmigo in fix hours;
but was obliged to pafs the night in a foreft, in con-
fiant alarm on account of the danger from the
wolves, tygers, lions, and buffaloes with which it
was inhabited.

On the I I th I proceeded among low bufhes, and
over fteep hills, and after I had walked for fome
hours, came to a beautiful plain, in which, to my

, great joy, I perceived a fpring of water bubbling
up among the fands of the foil. Here, therefore,
I refled about an hour and refreflied myfelf. After
my thirft was allayed, I began to feel the goa\ ings
of hunger to fuch a degree, that I even hinted
and fell as I attempted to rife, and proceed on
my journey. When I was fomcwhat recovered,
I looked about for traces of human foodleps,
hut could perceive none. I went on therefore
in a very melancholy mood toward the north,
when I faw before me a frnall hill. Having reached
it, I fought about for fruit, but could find none:
and the roots of' the plants growing on it were not
fit to be eaten. I found at lafi a great land-tor-
roife ; and this, though I had no means of kind-
ling a fire, I took on my back and carried with
me. After I had gone on for another hour, I re-
Calved, in the extremity of my hunger, to kill it
find devour it raw~. Jufl then I perceived behind

X 4 me
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mea troop of elephants. This made me to forget
at once both my thirfl and ,hunger, and I took to
flight in all hafie. To~vards evening 1 difcovered
a path traced by human footfleps, in which, though
it was now dark, I walked on with all myflrength.
I came at lail:to a few cottages, where feeing none:
of the inhabitants, I fate me down on the fand be-
fore that which r firft came to, waiting till fome
perfon Ihould appear,. At length came an old wo-:
man, who, after gazing on me a few moments"
uttered fome words in a low voice, which brought
about me to the number of twenty young men
And old .. ~ afked them for food; but they under ..
ftood me not.. I then ufed figns to let them know
what I wanted. They underflood my meaning,
and brought me fome Ilefh and water. The flefh
had, however, fo noifome a fmell, that but for my
extreme hunger I could' not have tailed it. I then
roafted my tortoife on the fire where thcfe people
were preparing their evening meal, ate a part of it,
and laid me down t~ reft on a.wolf's hide whkh'
they fpread for me. In the morning I ate the rc-
mains oEmy tortoife.; and having procured from
thofe good people another bottle of water, again
proceeded on my journey. By noon 1 reached
Muhotahu. It is a market-town, fituate on a fmall
hill, and confifls- of an hundred and fixty houfes
of very poor appearance. It .Itands, however, 011

al\
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~n arm of the river Zambece, in a fertile territory.
The cottages ftand in' three rows ; and in the
middle is a fort, of temple. 'Here were th 'ee
old men who held the diitinction of being Galy.,
gos of the place. Thefe men, however, did not
entertain ftrangers, who were left to look out for l:
place of hcipitable j-eception for themfelves, A
young man took me to his hut, and there treated
me with great kindnefs. I exceedingly regretted
~y inability to' m,ake anfwer to the queftions of
rhefe good people, in a langllage that they migh~
underHand

. On the 13th I continued my journey towards
the country of the Melekgohs and Mahyhoys, who
are reprefented as being very barbarous and cruel
l1ations. At noon I reached the village of Dornoh,
where, in a commodious hut, I relied for feveral
hours. Thcn,through a f rtilc country, by a way
that was fhadcd by trees, but without feeing any
w.ild animals, I travelled on to Bathym, There
1pa{fcd the night; but, not I?utt!ng confidence i~
the people, could not flecp. ,

On the rath and J 5th 1travelled on, by a rugged
road! over rocky hills, through Hata, a mean vil-
lage- On the 15th, towards evening, I entered a
rbin formil1?, ~hc boundary f the diilric], I met

here



"I'RAVELS IN TIn!

here with two of the people of Mathiana, gather"
ing wood ; but at the fight of me they fled away~
1 hafiened after them, and within half an hour
reached the village in which they lived. It con-
fifts of abo It Iixty cottages, built in a circular ar,:,'
rangement, and inclofed by a [mail wall, within
which the inhabitants have introduced water from
,<1 mountain-Ipring, which is fomewhat brackifh,
T0 hinder this water from being heated by the
rays of the fun, they {hade it with a thatchin~;
of reeds, funning a roof over the wall,

The inhabitants of the territory of Mathiann
an: in all about eight thoufand fouls. Their
country is in length equal to a journey of tWQ

days and a half, and is accounted as part of
the kingdom of Mafli. They fupport them.,
felves by rapine, and are often engaged in enter-
prizes of pillage on the coafl. . They are low in,
Itature, but flout, "\-ith large eyes, thick fnubbed
nofcs, and thick lips. Their bodies a!-e of a dark:
copper-colour. They keep their hail' long, and go
naked, The whole nation have but one Chief,
who is called Killhotonca, is the judge in all dif-
fercnCt~S, an':1 alfo exc utes the functions f their
prieft. Thefc people <1I;eactive an 1 induftrious-
A fourth pan of them go 01.1 upon their military'
entc -prizes; ar other fourth put gq ~l hunting ;

and\, <
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:il1d the refl are ufefully employed at home in
their villages. I raw here forne fine cattle, which
, learned had been taken as booty from other na,
tions. Travellers, however, are not plundered or
otherwife injured, but are treated with kindnefs
and hofpitality by thefe people. Their langt age has
a a'reat relemblance to that which is Ipoken on the.0 .-
cqafr of Congo. When I entered the village, feve-
ral of the inhabitants came up with clubs in their
il<ll1ds, and called to me in a loud voice. I allow-
ed them to come clofe to me; and then, in the
dialeCt of Congo, informed them that I was a
ftr:wger and their friend, and wanted nothing but
~dfrefhment and a night's lodging. An old man
~lrawing near, viewed me with a kee~ eye, and
faicl--" If you be not a Chriftian, come with us."
I f Bowed without reply, and was conducted to,
his hut, where he Ieated me befide himfelf on a.
trundle of reeds, and afked the' particulars of
ply travels. To what 1 faid he lifiened with
attention, then bade them give me fome meal and
water. Thoie who flood around were iurprized

- to fee with what eagcrnefS I devoured w at was
gi'ven me, and faid to' one another-H~ JIlujt bace.
been long witbout food! but offered me nothinz, . ., ,t.,
more. The old man afked if I had no prefent to
Q-ivc him; but I put him off till next morninzp , b~

t~)'ing, that I wi:1hcd to go to Ileep. He then
, difmilfcd
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difmiffed the reft to their own dwellings, and
affigned me a place in his hut, where I could fieep'
quietly. In the morning I privately took a guil-
der out of my purfe, and gave it to the old man
by whom I had been thus entertained, He thank-
ed me for it, taking 'both my hands and fhaking
them. At my departure he gave me a handful of
meal, and fet me on my way. I travelled eaft..

I ward, croffcd over a hill to a .village confifi:i~g of
(orty huts, where I procured a few handfuls of
meal, and then' continued my journey. On n'I)'I

right and left, however, I faw other villages,
which, as it was not evening, and as I had fuffi,,:
dent fupplies of meal and water, I did not chooi~
to vifit. This I found reafon to repent of when
it began to grow dark, and I faw no more habi-
tations to which I might retire for the night. •
had then no refource but to pafs the night in,
the open air, expofed to' the attack of whatever
beafts of prey might be around. Though the
moon did not fhine bright, yet I renewed my
journey before the morning, and by fun-rife caJ;I10
to a hamlet of fixteen cottages. At the diftance
of twenty paces from thofe dwellings, as I faw
nobody ncar them, I 'fat myfc1f down, to wait till
the inhabitants Ihould come out. I fell a,flccp~
When I awoke, I found myfclf in a cottage, an"
bound. 1 '\'36 flruck with terror, and fc.lt f<;lr >~

purfe
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purfe, which was fafe under my ar111. I then
looked around the cottage within' which I was
confined, butIaw in it no men, nor any thing
in any 'degree remarkable, I then lay frill and
:fiept till evening. Awaking, I faw in a fmall re·
cefs near me, a female. I flood up and afked her
for fome water, which Ihe readily gave me.!
next afked her for fooci,' and was anfwered, that
I Ihould have it when her father returned from
hunting. . I then afked, how I had come into the
Jlut, and the girl told me, that her father and bro-
ther had brought me in, that I might not be feized,
by 'the tygers, which came often to the very
doors of their cottages. . The father and brother
coming in foon after, welcomed me kindly, and
gave me Befh, milk, and meal. Although it was
now evening, I fate me down before the hut to
gratify the turiofity of the people of the village;
and after I had anfwered their enquiries, I was
rewarded with Belli, mille, and meal, which I
carefully took into the hut, to be there kept
for me•

• The tygers, unlcfs provoked, feldom attack au European ;
the AfrIcans, however, have great reafon to keep upon their
guard. Of tbis I f~w fome infiances. The mofl: likely reafon
lor the difrintiion is, that the Africans rub their bodies with
in, the fmcll of which attra~15 the ty~crs.

On
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On the 2 Itt I went on, with provifions for two
days. By noon I came to an arm of the river
Zambece, on which ftood a few huts. I was not.
tempted to halt long at this place, but palled OIl

into the kingdom of .Tuhkodego, named in the
maps Monoemugi; and after an hour's walk ar-
rived at the village of Awakana. The kingdom
of Juhkodego, or Mono mUf;i, is from fouth to
north about Ieventeen day's journey in extent;
from weft to eaii, about thirteen day's journey. It
is in figure a long fqua.r:e,.on its eaft fide bor , .
ders on Abyflinia : on the fouth fide, on the
kingdom of Monomotapa ; on the wert, on the'
kingdom of Mafli , and on.the north, on the terri",
tory of King Majaphar (Mangas). The river Zarn,
bece, which divides near the town of Juhkora,
into five arms, likcwife interfects this territory;
and at the diiiance of half a day's journey from
the town of Zambrc is expanded into a great
lake, which is of the fame name as. the town.
This territory is interfected by a double range of
mountains, extending from north to Iouth, 011

which are grcat forefis and wild beafls innu;11e..
rable. There mountains afford much faltpetre, .
.which is not however put to any important ufe
by the people of the country. On account of'
the horrid heat, and the fandy nature of the foil,
little grafs grO'wshere 1 and the fruit. trees which

th ive
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thl'i.~e well in moil other parts of ~rica prove
"here fhmted and barren, Water-mclcns, gourds, '
'I'urkifh-corn, millet, and peare, the fruit of a
'(certain tree, are the chief produce of this dif,
tria. Here are fin1~ tortoifes, &c. in great abun-
,dance, particularly in the lake already mentioned.
:Buffaloes, and fheepare not bred in this coun-
try, but are procured in exchange from the
people of Monornotapa, for hides, ivory, and
faltpetre. The inhabit nts are of two different
races: dt The Mifahomi, the old inhabitants,
<difringuiOled by wearing aprons of palm-leaves,
by plaiting their hair, by living in willing fub-
miiTion to their prieits, and by marrying only'
within their own community. cd. The Jahko-
-deg.i, or Monuemugianefe, wl 0 go quite naked.
rarely covering even their nudities with a palm-
'leaf, wear the hair long and flowing 10ofely , have
flat nofcs, thick lips and [mall eyes. Both thefe
peDple and their neighbours, the Maflianefe, are
-accufiomed to fcratch on their cheeks a dive' it)'

of figures with the bones of fowl and nilles. Both
-narions are of middle Iiature, ufe the fame Ian-
'f!uarre, and excel as Ioldiers and hunters, but are
.0 L)
rnuch given to Iloth, and often lounge in their huts
for days and nights together, ' ithout ftirring to
'do any thing. The repairing of the huts, and the
.culture of the ground, is left to the women. At

marriages

•
•
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'marriages, the' pricfis practife a number ofod.d
ceremonies, which they conclude with bleffing the
young couple. It is accounted heinoufly criminal
for a man to part from his wife; nor is this ever
allowed but in the cafe of bazrennefs. A barren
wife may be abandoned to common profiitution,
or fold or bartered a yay as a Ilave. Marriages
are celebrated in the following manner. 'Wilen
a young man has chofen a maid for his bride, he
goes to her parents and demands her; who do
110t refufe him without the weightiefi: reafons. If
'he obtai~ his bride, file does not leave the. dwel,
ling of her parents, but mufl: work mats of reeds,
till the old people fix upon a, place for his hut;
find wood and palm-leaves, and erect the new
habitation. The bridegroom, meanwhile, is not
idle, but goes a hunting with his father. Againfr
the day of marriage, which is ufually the fixth
after that on which the confcnt of the bride's
parents was obtained, he mutt produce the Ikin of
f me beaft of prey killed by himfclf, and the car ..
cafes of two deer for the marriage-fcafi. ;"rhe
hide of the beail of 'prey is hung upon the new- I

built hut: and the young man is henceforth ac ..
knowledged to have attained to manhood, and to
have become fit to be a hufband, If ill the firll
chace he fail to procure the hide of a bem of prcY1
then a new and more diftant day is fixed for thp

, weddi 11

.
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wedding, and the young man goes a fecond time
out a hunting. When the wedding-day arrives,
the parents and friends of the young couple aflem-
ble at the new-built hut, make a fire in it, and roan
the two deer whole. While this is doing, the
young couple mufr not be prefent, but muft go
to the priefi and abide with him till the flefh be
roafted, when the guefts go to bring both them
-and the priefr with fongs of joy to the new hut,
and before the fire. The priefr takes in his hand
tWO ftalks of Turkifh corn, goes before the young
pair, and cries as loud 1S he can, all the guefr~
joining him. In this manner they pafs three times
round the fire and the hut, then they Iland in a
circle round the fire, and the prieft lays the two
ftalks of Turkifh corn on the fire till they be
roafted, then gives to the bride and bridegroom"
to each one 'of the ftalks, with mofr of the grains
upon it ; the refl of the grains he diftributes to
the people !landing around. The corn is ufed to
r.:!prefent the fruitfulncfs of the marriage-bed of
the young couple, who are to have as many chil-
drcn as there remain grains on the fialks which
they receive from the prieft. The diftribution of
the reft to the perfons around, is intended to fig~
pify, that to diftant poilerity they and their pro-
geny are to be as clofely united as the perfocs
(tanding in the ring. The campan)'" now fit down.

y , and
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and ~he roalled deer are fet before the priefr, who
gives the hearts of the animals to the bride and
bridegroom, and then leaves the refi. to help them-
felves at thcirpleafure. The company then dance
the whole night; and with this feHivity the wed-
ding-entertainment ends. The men are permitted
to have as many concubines as they pleafe, But a
'woman if caught in adultery, is put to death. Few
have more than one wife, by whom, in a Ipace of
twelve or fourteen years, they have rarely more
than three or four children. The women do not

j fufler much in child-bearing; and in a fc,w hours'
after that event, are agai.n fit for their ufual work.
Till their fixth year, both boys and girls remain •
'U1 der the care of their mother. At that age the
boys begin to receive iniiructions from the priefts,
and to go out a hunting with their fathers. The
girls remain with their mothers, fcldorn receiving
infiructions from the priefls; as for them this is
not accounted neceflary. ' The religion of the coun-
try is Paganifin, to which the fun and moon arc
'objects of worfhip. They celebrate feaiis at every
eh. nge of the moon, after enTY victory obtained
over their enemic , at the c1 ((ion of a newKing~
'and upon the flaughter of any bcaf]; of preT that
'has been e ccecdingly forrnidabl and defl:ructive.
'Th T',ing is fuprerne ruler, having unqueftioned
'power of "life and death over an his fubjects- If
, • ny one be co dernncd to death, for what others

think
, .
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think a i1ight venial crime; the priefls fay, It is tbe
will of God.' and this quiets all murmurs. The
King maintains great fiate; and when he goes
abroad, is attended by a train of four, five, or fix
elephants. When he travels, he rides on a fpotted
buffalo, which is led by two of his moil: trufiy fer-
vants. in the town he r-ides ufually on a zebra.
On thefe occafions he is attended on each :fid~by
twenty officers, walking on foot. Although the
priefis. have great influence over the people, yet
they dare not intermeddle in the government.
The army, as every man is a foldier, confifls of
between forty and fifty thoufand infantry, and has
the reputation of bravery. In war the buffalo is
ufed, and they live in a conftant flate of warfare
with the neighbouring nations, Chrifiians are
not tolerated in this country, as they are accufed,
and perhaps not without reafon, of having at-
tempted privately to feize the foverei_gnty. The
Portugueze were on this account driven out in the
year J 763,and theirreturn for ever prohibited. The
officers arc at the fame time judges in towns and
villages; but affairs of any importance are referred
to the Kinz. Every {hanger, who does not con-
fefs that he is a Chrillian, m: y trav 1 in fecurity
through the country, will be very well treated, and
in general entertained without expellee. Travel-
lers, who 'are known to be Chrifrians, are conveyed
from one village to another, and mufl pay for
every thing they ufe.

Y 2 As
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As I came to Awakana, I was furrounded by the
inhabitants, who were curious to fee me, and
treated me in J. very friendly manner. Iwas quef-
tioned by one well acquainted with the Congo lan-
guage, whether I was a Chriftian? As foori as I
had denied it, they brought me meal and water
in plenty, and prepared for me a good" night's
lodging.

From the 22d to the 24th my road was very
good, and in all the villages which I paired thro',
or in which I Ipent the night, I was well enter-
tained. On the 25th I came to the lakeofZambre,
and pafled the night in Keha, a village three leagues
welt of the city of Zarnbre, Here I was taken into
the hut ofthe judge, who was an officer, and hof-
pitably received. He behaved very politely, Cent
on my account to the city for an interpreter, who
I

underfiood the Congo tongue, and when he knew
the purport of my journey, requefled me to make
ufe of his Iervices. I 'was placed on a firaw mat
clofe to him to fie 'P OIl, and 01,1 the next morning
he accompanied 111 • to Zarnbre (or Zembre).

Zambre cont: ir about four f undred huts, and
from fifty to fixtY' houfes. The firH:.are of wood
and rufhes, the Ian of mud and flint. The King's
palace, which is built like the houfe , of mud and

flin t.
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fl.int., is fituated on the fouth-eafl fide of the town,
and is furrounded with a flint wall, The city forms
a triangle on the right bank of the river Zamhre,
has two principal and three crofs Ilreets, and is
guarded by a wall only from the weft to the north.
The houfes are one fiory high, as is the pala c alfo ;
the eight temples in the city are qf ruihes and wood,
but one in the palace is confirufted with mud and
flint. Moil of the inhabitants are e "ceedingly dirty,
and work only from extreme neceffity, except the
potters and fmiths, of whom. the lafl are employed
by the King, and make his arms,

The palace is long, and of a quadrangular form,
The court-yard, whore the weapons are kept, has a
guard of fifty men, who are however employed in
various fcrvices, The King has only two apart ....
rnents, which are on the eafl-fide of the court, has
but one wife, who cannot approach to him by day,
and his two high-priefts are under the fame prohi-
bition. In the day-time he is employed with the
officers ,) in civil and military affairs, hears the com- \

• The officers are diftingui(hed from the other inhabitants
by their !hirts of zebra fkins, and a turban of jackal fkin,
~hich is adorned with bones of fhclls, W hen they cume to
the royal refidencc, they are entertained at the King's expence:
but bc:f!tles this, neither officers nor '01111110n men have the
lenil PilY. The plunder they get in war they keep for them-
{elves, and wherever they go as enemies, they carry oif every
~~ing of value, even the .qakci of the huts.
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plaints, petitions, and reprcfentations of his fubjech;
and, convcrfes with 'travellers who viiit his king-
dom. In the evening audience is given to the
priefls, who mufi however retire as foon as the
Queen is announced. Entrance ,is free to every
one, and nrangers mul] particularly come to the
King on their arrival at the city, or who intend to
travel through the .lund, and beg his protection.
He is 'punctual, active, warlike, and is both re-
fpccted and dreaded by his moft pow rful enemies.

When I came to the city, the guard quefiioned
me whence I was? My guide replied, that I was a
il:ranger, and he had .undertaken to announce me
to the King. The guard confidercd a' few 1110-'

merits, and then let us pais. I exprcilcd 111y fur ,
prjze to the interpreter, who alto came into the
city with me, that the guard :fhoulcl take time to
confider, when I was under. the protection of an
officer ; but Ilearned that the guard were hel in
very 11-ighreipect, and that it was in their power to
have detained me, and to have announced myar-
rival to the King. When we came to the palace
'another guard took me in cuflody, and notwith-
fianding the reprefen tations of the ofiicer, would
not permit me to pafs, The officer went infiantly
to the King, announced my arrival, and brought
back to the guard a piece of wood, on whieh fome

. marks
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marks were burnt, and I was fet at liberty, and .
went into the palace. The King received me at the
door of his tent with a ftout club, which impreffed
me with terror; but his friendly good-tempered·
countenance foon calmed my fears, and his future
condua entirely compofed .me. His hair was
f.J.-izzlcd,and adorned with {hells. The lower parts
of his body were covered with a palm leaf, the
upper part was entirely naked .. lIe [poke to me by
an interpreter, though he himfelf unde~ftood mo1l
of the words in my language.

Q. Whence came you?
A. Icannot exactly f:ly, for Ido not know the

name of the country on which Iwas fhipwrecked.
Q.. Are you a Chriflian?
A. No; I am an Egyptian, and wilh to go back

into my own country.
Q. How long have you been on your journey?
A. Fourteen changes of the moon.
Q. Is that the drefs of your country, which y.ou

now have on?
A. No; this doathing I had from the South

Caffres.
Q. Did you travel without moleftation througll

fo many countries?
A. Yes; no one did me any harm, as they faw

that I was poor; and they gave me every where
ftefh, peafe, meal, milk and water, and .tppk me

.Y 4 willingly
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willinglyinto their huts, that I might fleep at rn-y
eafe.

Q. You Ihall be treated here in the fame man-
ner: but I underfland your language, fo that you
cannot be far from your own country ? ' t

A. If I were to.Ipeak the language of my own
country you would not underftand me; the Ian.
guage I am now fpeaking I learned of the King of
Angola, who took care of me when Iwas ill, and
detained me with him till I was perfectly reco-
vered.

King. You fhall have my protection and fupport
as long as you pleafe. Come. Iit down. I.

A mat was immediately brought for me and 1
fat down, and foon after a pot 'of milk was pre,
fented to me; and upon my anfwering to their
quefiions that I was, hungry, fome meal was
brought for me. About evening Iwas permittee!
to retire, and fhewn into a hut near the palace,.
where I 'remained till the next morning, when 1
was again introduced into the royal prefence. The
King carried me into his hall, and fhewed me his

, treafures, which he prized very highly, thougia
~heywere of trifling value: fuch as fume engrav-
ings, which had probahly been there from the time
that the Portuguese were in the cou:ntry; two
looking~glaffes, a calendar of the year 1743; forne

. "~aves of pJ'~tep paper; four little cannon, f11Ch as
. ' ~~d~~t\



IN,TERIQR ,OF AFRICA. <32~

,.tIiildren play with, fevera! in:(ignificant wooden
.'/,:tQYs, a~d a -wooden clock, that flood frill and

feemed to be falling to pieces. The King com-
plained through theinterpreter that the dock did
noySo now as it ufed to do, though he had taken
all the pains poffibl~ to bring it into order,

As foon I was alone with the interpreter, I told,
him that I wo-uld try to put the clock in fuch a
ftate that it fhould go again, if the King gave me
permillion. He run away joyfully, and acquainted
the King with my intentions. The King gave his
confent, but ordered the interpreter to fray by me
all the time, that I might not carry away any part
~f his clock. Hence Iwas confrantly in the royal
apartments to look after my work, which how-
ever went flowly on, ",S Ihad very little knowledge
of clock-making, ,That I might not confound
the different pieces, I marked each of them as, I
took it out with a number, and infcribed thefe
numbers, for want of paper, in my journal, with
charcoal and vermillion. On the next morning I
began !flY work very e-arly, and by the time that
the King came it was almofr all put together. I
hung it up, and faw to my gTeatjoy:, as well as that
pf the King, that it went. The King was amazingly
aftonHhcd, and conceived that I muft be a ..rery
~pitll artift, wh? could put to rights a machme
" " which
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whichnone of his fubjects would undertake to
repair •.

From this timeI arofe frill higher in the royal
efiimation, was treated with the [arne fare {is the
King, and attended him every where. This af-
forded me an opportunity ofvifiting lake Zambre,
whither the King went, both.for {hooting and Iifh-
ing. It is in length three good days journey, con-
tains forty [mall iflands, fiocked by an incredible
number of birds, which are .either taken or robbed
of their eggs. The lake is of an uniform appearance,
and is about a ~lf day's journey in breadth in the
middle, but only a quarter of a league at the nor-
thern extrerni ty. The King keeps here a guard of
two hundred men, who are to preferve thebirds
and fifh for his ufe: but I learned that their heft
difhes were made of the fifh and fowl which they
took for themfelves. In [orne maps this lake is'
put in the wrong place, that is, with its grcateft
part in the kingdom ofMaffi; and by mofi geogra.
pbers its length is made too great. They alfo place
between the kingdoms of Mafii and Monocmugi a
third lake, but notwithflanding much enquiry I
could gain no intelligence of it.

. .
Wherever I attended the King, I endeavoured to

be u1Hul to .him in. little matters, which were how ..
ever
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ever highly efieemed in his fight; for example~ I·
taught him lome new methods of catching I birds
and fiih, I made him a dial, I drefled his meat in a
<lifferent way from that of the country, and made
it tafl:e better, 'and many other things. I became
very' intimate with mofl: of the officers, was'
efieemed by them, and oftentimes taken into the'
councils: and hey would, even have been, very
well pleated, if I had gratified the King's willies
by accepting the place of an oflicer.: To retain me '
with him and to bind me for ever, the King pro.
pofed a wife to me, but I declined the propofal,
'Three times I accompanied him with his army, af-
fified by my counfel and actions in feveral e: rpcdi-
tions, and returned back highly honoured and-
efteemcd. As I was now well acquainted with the
language of the country, I could convcrfe with the
King without an interpreter, and could impart to
him many an obfervation, which in the prcfence of
a third perfon would ha e been improper. When
the King went to his houfe of prayer, to perform
his r ligious duties, I accompanied him, clafped
my hands and prayed at the fame time. This
mad him believe that I had embraced his ;cligion,
and he cftcemed me fo much the more, [0 that he
,woull rarely be without me: as the grcatefi: proof
of his love for mc, he gave me pcrmiffion to cat in
his pretence whh his wife, )'ct I was never per-

mitted
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mitted to be alone with her, nor could I enter her
apartment, for that W;l.S not allowed to any other
man.

•After Ihad [pent five mo ths here, Iwas felzed
with a defire to travel farther, and I looked out for
a proper opportunity' to ~ake known my willies
to the King. This foon occurred, as I was to at-
tend him to the chace. Here I told him that Iwas I

refolved to go.from him to my own home, to my
kinfmcn and friends, who were probably thinking
that I W(lS dead, and after comfortirrg them and
fctting my family affairs in order, to return back
1;0 him, to end my dllYS in his country, and by
trufty fervice to make fome return for the kind,
nefs which he had hi'thertG ihewn me, and which
I 'could never repay. He made no reply, but
feemed to be forrowful. In the evening, as Iwas
fupping with him, he led the converfation to my
requefl, and faid, " '¥tou really then wifh to return
to your friends?" I anfwered, H Yes; if I have
your perrnifiion, and you require no payment foJ'
the many ads of kindnefs you have fhewn me."
-" I promifed you (he replied) hofpitality, and
you owe me nothing; but I fhould be very happy
if yo~ would il:ay here." As I made fome objec-
tions, he [aid at laf], " You may go. when you
leafe. I will take care that YDU {hall have a guide

through

I
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through my country, and that you {hall be well
received; but I beg of you to come back again
foon~ and you Ihall 1101dthe uril: place in my
friend:!hip.'~ After I had returned him thanks,
he afked me when I would gO! I replied, in three
. days time. He infiantly ordered that they Ihould,
tWO days after,' hunt a chamois, drefs the hind
C]uarter, and give it to me for my journey.

On the zSth of May, 1787, I left my friends,
who were much affected on my taking leave of
rhem, and travelled to the north-eafl. I had a
guide with me, who carried my provifions, and
was charged with my fafety over the Akmaho
mountains, where the lions are numerous. On the
firil: day we travelled through Serra and Mehar,
two ill-built villages at the foot of the mountain,
and took up O\1r lodgings for the night at Jellah,
a village containing eight or twelve huts, half way
up the mountain. The inhabitants are very poor.
have a league to go for their water to a valley,
and poflefs very little fruit. They treated us with
boiled tortoife, meal and water.

On the 29th, in the' forenoon, we came to a
faltpetre work, where ten men were empoyed. ~,
examined it attentively, and found, at the. depth
of about two fathom, the richefl Ialtpctrc, About
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eight'y fteps farther, under a hill to the' north, a
hot fpring was fhewnto me, which emitted a ful-
phurous fmell, and was of a reddifh colour. Here
we refted ourfelves, then afcended another part of
the mountain, and arrived about evening at Eta.
ham, a large village on the north fide of the moun-
tain, in which I counted ~about a hundred and
forty huts. From this place we overlooked a flat
three leagues in length, covered with fruit trees,
and reed grafs, and watered on th~ weft by a frnall.
arm of the river Zambece, which alfo glides along
by the mountain.· From this river alfo the inhabi-
tants of the village muft fetch their water, which,
in the months' of June and July, overflows, and
inundates the whole neighbourhood. Before the
inundation the inhabitants of the village dig large
hol s in the earth, not far from their huts, that
when the riv r.returns again to its own banks,
the water may be retained for fame time longer
near their huts. We paffed the night at the hut
of an Awollo, or prieft, who treated us very ill,
and-for our couch pointed out the bare ground
to us. On the next morning my guide returned
back; and I continued my journey over the plain.

Juft a~ I faw Mufs, a village then very ncar
to me, and was not under any appreherrfions of
danger, on a fudden a dreadful howl arofe from

behind
,
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behind me, and on Iool.ing round I perceived a
. herd of cattle galloping towards me, -purfued by
a number of wild dogs. I ruihed forward with
all my might to efcape if poflible from thefe dan-
gerous animals, and fucceeded, though not till I
was entirely worn out .and fainting from fear and
anxiety. . On reaching the village I fell to the
ground breathlefs, and did- not recover for an
hour. The inhabitants ran up to' me, had pity
on my iituation, and when I told them of the in-
cident, they informed me,. that in, this tract of
country I Ihould be frequently liable to fimilar
danger, as in the rainy feafon, or the overflowing
of the 'waters, the cattle retire to higher ground,
and are followed by the dogs. 'This was the pre-
.cife time, when they were going to the h~gher
Iands. I began to confider whether it would be
:bcft to remain here, or to travel farther: I en-
:qui red how long the dogs would be in this neigh-
bourhood, and was informed, that they would
remain two months longer. I now began to la-
ment that 1 had not previoully made better en-
quiries, and that I had not Iiaid two months Ion-
ger with the King, my benefactor.

On the following morning I confumed the frag-
.rncnts of the meat prefented to me by the King,
and determined to go onwards. I fet off infiantly,

examined

-
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examined the country, and refolved to go l:ourid
to the eafl of a wood which I faw near me. I
could have vifited three villages in the dh-etCroad;
which I faw on my right hand, but then 1 nruft
have travelled through the wood. That night I
was obliged to pafs in a tree, and to be always on
the watch, left I fhould tumble to the ground.
Very early I defcended from my refling-place, and
looked out for fprings, but not finding any; en-
deavoured to quench my thirft with tamarinds.
After a time th€ tamarinds produced quite the
contrary effea~ and I was fo thirfly, that I would
have drank the moil: iHnking water that could be
produced. I was now fo weakened that I could
creep on but flowly, and every moment expected
to become a prey to mad dogs. At every ftep I
fhrieked out, and then an immenfe multitude of
baboons, fuch as I had not hitherto teen; made
fuch a continual chattering, that I thought the
hounds were at my back.

, ,

Without hurt, but weak and fainting, I reached
Himpgu in the evening, 'a vjllage at which I pro-
pofed to reft and take care of myfelf, for I thought
nothing more certain than to find good quarters,
as I had the wooden frick marked with the King's
fignature to infure me a good reception from his
fubj~a5. I was, however, rejected by the fu-ft

and
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<a:ndfecond huts, and not without gt'eat entreaties
received into the third. Many out of c:uriofity
furrounded me, and aceornpanied me as as foon.
as I enteredthe village, the children' particularly
thronging' about ine,and .exclaiming, " Solleboa,
Solleboa':""':"':aChriftian, a Chrifiii;1." The fupper
confiil:ed 'of very il:inking meal and bad water;
and for -a hight's lodging I was Ihewn into a fmall
hovel with four and twenty kids and goats, who
all the llight long were fpringing from one fide to
the other, HDd bruitIng me 'with many a tread.
J left my miferable couch as tired as when I laid
rnyfelf down ; but jl1R as Iwas on the point of
'quitti11g the hovel to go to the large hut, it began
to rain, and a greatft{)rm blew up. I ftaid quietly
contemplating the goats, and confidering which
way I fhould travel, when two claps of thunder
roufed rnc, and led me to lookout at the door to
fee how long the tempeft was likely to continue.
Here I faw my hail: with all his family coming out
'of their hut, and in the utmoft terror throwing
themfc!ves down with their faces to the ground.
I could not look onthis ceremony without finil-
lng, for each fcrcarned out, " Ollahaw jungo goh-
libing-ye Gods, do not plunge us into the abyfs."
A Ihort tim after, when the thunder-claps grew
fainter, they arofe up, Iteppcd to me, and en-
quired wh ther I had not been calling upon. the

Z, gods,
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gods. I replied, " I do this every day; but I am
not fad upon l;y~ry fiorm, but cheerful, as it does
good to my health." "All! (faid they Y if the,
gods were angry, and ftruck you with thunder;
would that too be good for your health?" • " The
gods, (I anfwcred) will not do this whilfi I keep'
theirs and the King's commands. But yc will
be punifhed by them, for ye have not obeyed their
commands." They looked at me for Iome mo-
ments, when my hoft took me by the hand, led
me into his hut, prepared a good breakfaft for me
of goats' milk, Indian corn, and a piece of boiled
tortoife, and l;>egged me to fray the whole day
with him. 1 accepted the firft propofal, his break-
faft, "but rejected the fecond ; and, after filling
my water-bottle, I travelled on northwards, vifit-
jng in my way three thinly inhabited ·villages.. In
the fourth village I pafled the night, and was bet-
ter treated than I expected, for the ten huts, in
which there might be about thirty pcrfons, looked.
very miferably, and betrayed the poverty of their
inhabitants. 1 obtained here, however, a good
piece of boil J tortoife, meal and good water, and
they very .arefully prepared for me a. couch of
reed-thaw, of palm-leaves, .on which I flept very
foundly. The next dar 1 made a day of refl, and
accompanied my holt, a. u-icndly young man, to
an adja~ent plain, where r foon found four tor.

toiles,
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toifes, two of which were infiantly dreffed, and
the other two fer apart for my journey,

From the zd to the 5th of June I travelled Over
a fmall defart, where I did not fee a perfon, but
found fruit trees and .good water, and was not at.
tacked by any wild beafts. As I could here fatisfy
my hunger and thirll at proper times, rwas firong
enough in thefe four days to go over from eight
and twenty to thirty German miles. I looked
continually around me for villages, but difcovered
none, and fhould have found very few, as Ilearned
afterwards, in a very great circuit, as the northern
part of the country, through which I was travel-
ling, was almoft uninhabited.

In the evening of the 5th I arrived at Mofaku,
a place with about eighty huts, built fo far afun-
der, that it takes half an hour to walk through
the place. Every one who was without the huts
ran up to me, as foon as they faw me, and gazed
at me;' I prefented to them the King's wooden
pairport, which fhould have encouraged themto
hofpitality, but they made no preparations to con-
dua me farther, At lafi I gave it to an old man;
he looked on it, then gave it to another, and fo
it Went in fucceffion; and when the lafi bad taken
it into his hands, all, the by-flanders ran ~ay,

Z 2 and
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and left-me to myfelf I ran at Iaft after rhein,
and demanded. my paffport, but before I carne
near to the huts, feveral came running to me, fome
bringing pure milk, others milk and water, others
meal and meat, fothat in a few minutes I had pro-
vifion enough for a week. Sitting down by the
nearefi huts, Ifatisfied my hunger with the provi-
fions before' me, and took feveral draughts of
milk. The flanders-by were much aftonifhed at
the quantity I ate, and ordered more food and
milk to be brought: but as Ihad fufficient, Ifor-
bad the order, and gave them to underftand that
I wifhed for a -hut to fleep in. Several inftantly
offered to conduct me: I arofe, followed them,
and was conducted to the priefi of the place, who
welcomed me in the moil friendly manner, Ihewed
me a good couch, but would not let me fleep till
midnight. He afkcd me a thoufand quefiions,
fuch as, whence Icame, whither Iwas going, whe-
ther Iwas a chrifrian, whether Ihad feen the king,
and the like.

On the 6th, half a dozen men fet off with forne
buffaloes, laden with earthen ware, for Gohamy,
who encouraged me to go with them, which I
did. \Ve moved on very fiowly, on account of
the animals, who were very heavy laden;: and ar-
rived tc in the evening at Gohamy, My com-

rades
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rades fixed themfelves on a, gr~en place' .in the
middle of the village, where they. fet out their
wares for fale. I flaid by them, arid .flept undif
turbed, The village confifls of fro~ eighty to-a
hundred huts, is fituated in a beautiful valley, and
Ihcws, by the conftruction of the huts, the com.
forts of the inhabitants.

\
On the following day I examined the earthen-

ware, which was indeed not quite fa good as that
of Europe. It is illworked, dried in the fun, and
.fmeared with the juice of palm and tamarind
leaves, like our flower-pots, with this difference
only, that they are of the f:!me breadth at the top
and bottom, and have a long ear or handle pro-
jeCting from them. There were alfo plates and
dillies, which were however very ill made.

On the 7th, I afcended the Border-mountain,
which confifis of .two ranges of hills, running cir-
("ularly from e:l.fi:to weft, and in many places here
and there have high hills joining to them. I tra-
velled obliquely over them, and with great labour
got over the firfl range. At Paakarn I lodged
with the overfeer, who was alfo an officer, and
was well received by him. As it rained very
much, I flaid upon his invitation three days there,
and out of gratitude paid him a florin, and

Z 3 changed



changed another, for which I received three hun-
dred fhe:lls. I made enquiries of the.'diflance of
the borders from this place, and was informed
that the laft place on them, named Bohlogom, was.
'Only a day's journey off.

CHAP.



343

Arrival of tbe Author at the FiTjI Border-buts of the
Moobatans-Hijtory and Defcription if tbe Nation
-On Account of tbe =» Seofon, the Autbor was
compelled to/lay, wider difagreeable Circunfiances ;
in the Village of Myrob, when Pc travelled with
fome llt!lf({lo~dri'1Jersfrom the Territory of Mqffo-
guejos, on tbe Eqftfidc of the Kirlgdfj/lt of Monee-
mugi, sobo were going into the Kingdon: of Otoba,
Qv~r the River Druma, and by tbe Border-village
Nabuat-« -Merts an -,4rllly of tbc Kinonians , fepa-
rates from bis Company, a/cends a great Mountain,
and comes to t/~ Mophans, wpo live ill Holes. Here
!)~is well received, and prefl:llted to the King-De-
ftripti~!Z oj tbis Nation, tbclr Monners; CUjlO1/1I,
.Country, and Confiitution, their King, tbeir Rr;li-
gion" and various romarkable Produlliolls-Geogra-
phical Corrodions=-Tbe Allthor purpofts to travel
in a Caravan to Guinpa, and tolo back to Europc-
Journey tbrougl: the Villages 9/'Obgotbcn, Ulnoob,
and Matoh ~o Ocymorob, thd King's. Rtjidel/cc-"
'['heAuthor isplaced amoJlgthe Kit!g's Slaves, cfcapN
euer landy Dcfarts, sfcends tbe Mount({ills of the
Moon, and come; (q tbc T1o(1ltflwtls,

~NTERlOR' OF AFRICA.

CHAP. X.

ON
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ON the I I th, .after turning my back to th~
mountain, I reached Kohlogom, the lafi vil-

lage in this kingdom, and confifling of two-and-
t\ye~lty huts, Here I relied two hOUl:S,. then tr<l;-
velled over the borders, and arrived about evening
at fome huts whioh vere inhabited by the Mooha~,
tans. This n;tion is flrong and warlike, inhabits
a track of land in the kingdom of Monoemugi, on,
its borders, to whofe King they are fubjects. They
ihhabited formerly a different country under the
dominion of the King of Mufchako: but he wifhed
to force his brother on them as prince, and to fub,
jea them to greater oppreffion.' As h~' was very
cruel, they revolted with fome other nations,
whom he· attempted to rule over, f~ll upon 'him'
and murd~red him.' 'This enraged 'the King his
brother, who levied an ar~y to punifh thefe na-
tions; bU,r on his firfi attack he was beaten and
driven back. He now collected a much ftronger
army, and determined to root out and dellroy all'
the rebels, who ~~.r?t wait for his approach, but
withdrew thernfelvcs under the' protection of fo-
reign kings. The Moohatans fubmitted in '~728,
to the King of Monoemugi, who prefented them
with a mifcrable track of country 'n th~ borders,
where hills ~nd unfruitful v~llies prefent thernfelve .
:\l~crnately. Their country is about t ~vo days jo~r-

ne),'
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"
~ey in length, and the number of, inhabitants
;tbout fixteen thoufand. In many things they
have aflimilated themfelves to the Monoemugians,

They do 110t pay any taxes to the King, but affift
him in war, ..and protect the borders which they
inhabi't froin hoftile invafions. Their chiefs named
:J3ingpo are old men, who never march into the
field, but give up the command of the army to
:rerfons younger than themfelves. The. nation
probably derived its name from the King of Mo-
11oemugi, in whore bJ!guage Moohaka means a
{hanger:

The two days that I (pent in this little village, I
was well provided with victuals, but not permitted
to go into any hut; for the inhabitants took me
for a Chriftian. On the r ath I could travel only
three leagues. farther to fame huts, for tlte waters,
which owing to the r: iny feafon rufhcd down from
ihf mountains, wcr~ collected in the plains, and
formc:d fis it were a lake. I begged the inhabitants
~:Jfthofe infubtcd huts to gi\Teme lodging for fame
pays, pr,Q!pifing them for each day fixty giluers or
fhclls. Th y a ccptcd ~ny~crms with pleafure, and
J.ft~i4with them till the 24th. It rained 'very day,
ihe Wi)14 blew ftfong from the north, and the wa-
fCl"1 ~~lcrca[cdl Here and there the cattle were

feen
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feeD fwimming a~out till they were drowned. The
inhabitants relate that they were driven dOWl1 the
mountains by {hong torrents of rain, and plunged
jnto the 'waters below. As a remarkable circum ..
itance, I obferved that in the il:rongeft fhowers and
. tempefrs the heavens did not appear black with
clouds, but of a. fiery red, I was tired of waiting
and idling, particularly as I W;lS not permitted to
live in the huts, bu.1tiit a frnall lloyd with th~
goats, and forne days! faw only an old woman"
who brought me my meals. very fp~ringly of meal
and four milk. More than once "too I was .deprived
of this fcanty food, for the woman fet it down orr
the ground at the entrance of the hovel, and rap)
back as faft as fhe could, If" I was not by at that
time the goats attacked it, and as they were very.
illfed, I was obliged to fafl, "

On the 24th I fet off again, wading up to my
loins in water, and after fome hours of confiderable
rifk reached a hill, the middle point between the
huts I had left and the village Mytob. I refled
there about an hour, furveyed the neighbouri ~
country, then purfued my journey, and arrived in
good health at Mytob. The inhabitants were
much furprized that I fhould h e attempted <l
pafE:.gethrough the water, and treated me with
kindn fs. Here I remained till the 19th of the

following
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fonowing month, for the floods were fo :proch out,
th,at if I had gQIleon I fhould have found my death
in them, !Jtcr I had been there foIp!! days, the
conduct of the h~}labltants was changed ; they
treated me no longer with refpe8:, but thruft me
to the farthefi part pf the hut among the goats,
where at lafi, as' this part was ill built, and the rain
poured in, 1was fo wet through, that for a week
~y whore body was in perpetual moifture, and I
feil into a fever. My mifery now increafed: they
thonght that mine was an infectious diforder,
pufhed me from one corner into the other, and
threatened to turn me out of doors, lef], as they
feared, I ihould hlfett the cattle near whom I

, • j.. - ~ • • •

Iay.

The village confifted of fix-and-thirty huts, and a
temple, to which, as Iwas told, people travel from
s:puntries far and near, to the diftance of thirty
pays journey. The place where the temple ftands
is fuppofed to be that where the holy King Amah.
ratus of Jaga was murdered, and where the mur-
p er~were inflantly deftroyed by thunder-bolts ,..

, The

lion is agreeable to truth, J cannot afcer-
.ain. The {lory is differently told, but the fubflaucc is as £01.
lows ;TT~e Kill:: of Jagu had invaded this country, taken and

put
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The whole countey, as far'.as 'one could tee, was
flooded by.an arm.of the river Drqma, and.the
water rofe fa. high, that the huts were-in danger
of being ovcrwhclmcd.: Fortunately the weather
changed.the fiin fhone out again, and warm' breezes
enlivened the.face .cf.rrature. ·1 offered my haft
two florins for my entertainment, but he. would
not accept them, not knowing their value, fo ~
.gave him an hundred Ihells, with which he w~s
better pleafed.

On the 19th a great number c;f travellers arrived
with buffaloes, from the territory of, Mo1feguejos,

put to death the King of Monoemugi. On his march into the
enemy's country, he had faid to his foldiers, "Murder all the
enemy that rcfift JOlT, and do Dot [pare the children. V Thefe
orders were given, becaufe the Moncernugians had roafled alise
f~IDe prifoners whom they ~d taken from his army. His
army went on a littlc before him,'and he followed it with ~ (ma}!

f ~(cort. The fugiti"e Monoem~gians,'who had taken fhelter in
holes and wood" gniued intelligence. of thefe orders of the hof-
file monarch, haflened after him, took him prifoner with his
fma" efcort, threw his body like ;L log on the 'fire, and h .ell
away from it. The army foon miffed their King, and on ma ch-
ing back found his mifcrable remains. As they were endea-
vouring to find out the murderers. they came to this temple,
where tljey faw thc murderers all dead ('cpt one, who was
.;\'ery rquch hurt, He related t,,? them c.very circumttance, .[Ul~-
ticlllarly th vt his, comrades and ..he were .~un,~fl~cll>l the gods
for the murder olthc l)iolls King. .

Pl\
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en the eafi-iide of the kingdom of Monoemugi,
who were going into the kingdom of Otoba thence
to fetch falt. Thefe people were defcribed to me
as cannibals, but every thing that Icould collect on
the fubjed: contradicted the report. On. hearing
that they were travelling northwards, I begged
permiffion to travel with them, and they willingly
confented. We fet off on the eoth at day-break,
before which time the buffaloes had been coupled
together. An hour after we arrived at the above-
mentioned river, where Iwas placed on a buffalo,
who carried me fafely over. We then turned
:round a mountain to avoid a fandy plain, and
carne to Nahvat, a village with Iixty huts, where
as ufual Ibegged for. provifion .. This was refufed
me, as it was fcarce here, and I obtained only a
draught of frcfh water. The village is properly
the border of the kingdom of Monoemugi, where
QD theleft is thekingdom of Mufchako, on the right
that of Ortoba begins. e paired another river,
and fpent the night on a mountain, where 1 af-
fuaged my hunger with two tortoifes.

, .
o~ feveral days we had not feen any wild

beafts, but, in this country they fwarmed. In
the night that w pafled on the mountains, tygers
and wolves wer our vifitors, and in the, morn-
ing feveral lions, approached, us. . This haraffed

the
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't1\e caravan accordingly, and I had much to do.
to compofe it. My fellow travellers were poor;
living on fruits and roots, and frequently fafring a
whole day, as at this feafon no fruit was to be
found. They told me that they made this journey
twice a year, in which they encountered many
difficulties, fighting with wild beafls, and defend ..
ing themfelves againfr robbers.

Before noon we met an army-of the Kinonians,
a nation called Bamba in the maps, who were
armed with javelins and battle-axes. They faid
that the Otobans had attacked them twelve days
ago, burnt feveral villages, and' Ilain above one
hundred perfons ; but they' were now prepared

, to go againfl: them in confiderable force, and to
cha.ftife them. As there people were going away t

I afk.edmy comrades, whether as a ftranger I could
travel with tolerable faf ty in the territory of the
Otoban? They replied, that it was not advife ..
able to attempt it ; but I Ihould be afluredly fafe as'
long as Iwas with the caravan: and the moun ..
tain, whence they fetched their falt, was only two
days journey off, and then I muft travel by my f.
This day I kept with the caravan, as we did not
pafs through a village, but on th next momlng P
took leave, and turned to the weft to a high
mountain, for m~ of the plains were ruu,

covered
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covered with water. I faw neither man nor beaft
the whole day~and found neither fruit nor roots,
for the' foil is too rocky to produce them, and [
'Was obliged to lay myfelf down on the iharp
rocks without fatisfying my hunger.,'

On the following day the' 23d, I I came up to
eight men at the end of the mountain, who were
returning from hunting. When they Iaw me,
they were determined to go forward, but I cried.
~fter them, for I was tortured by hunger, and to
my great joy they flood frill, afked me what I
-ivantcd, and who I was, and other queftions .of
the fame kind. When I had anfwcrcd their quef-
tions, they turned to go away, as my cloathing
did not pleafc them, but I begged to accompany;
them, to which they at laft confentcd. They con.
uuCted me to the weflern fide of the mountain,
where I faw a great n'umier of men but no huts •.
I was foon however conducted to fomething
better, for they led me into a hole, and I found
~hat here were fifty of the fame. kind near each
~ther. Roots, water, and a fmall. piece of meat
compofed our [upper, after which I laid myfelf
down and went to flecp. Early in the morning
I was defired by a voice at the month of the hole
jo come out, which I did inflantly, and on corning

oUC'.



out received fome meal and water, and the neigh ..
bours ran together to fee and to queftion mer
Now was I obliged again to anfwer ali·the que[~
lions. as I had done the day before, arid towith-
Rand the objections of various kinds made-by the
examiners. Some took me for a Chrifrian, others
for a Mahometan, others for a runaway nave; and
each endeavoured on good grounds to in~l.iltairi
his opinion. Some propofed, that I Ihould be
fent to king .Majapliar," others, particularly the
women, advifed that I Ihould be kept here as J
looked white and nice. Some few at laft were of
opinion, that I might be a fpy of another nation;
and probably more might fdllow me, fo that it
would be beft -to put me to death, as a terror to
thofe who were to fo11owme. to my great joy
this propofition was rejected, and a gr~y:.headed
old man took, me under his particular attention,
Iaying, provide the frraver with food, treat him
hofpitably, and permit him to go away-in peace.
Hereupon he afked me, whither I wifhed to go t
I replied to Egypt. I then told him that I Ihould
not originally at firfl have come into this country.

• This is the name of the king of this country. called in the
maps M ufhako, 1 never heard the nat of the country men-
tioued, but when they fllOke of the inhabitarrts. they caned
them. Mophans,

but
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.btit as I had heard two -days before that there was
·war between the two neighbouring nations I<:) ,

thought it better to come this way, that I mighr
ttavel in fafety and without difturbance. I now
begged him to procure me the liberty of proceed-
ing on my journey. .He anfwered, "this you fhall
have, but VIe muft: firft fend you to the king, to
whom you may prefent your petition. For the
prcfent come to my hole, and be welcome to
whatever I have." Iwas fo much pleafed with
this honourable old man) that I fpent three days
with him, and on my departure prefented him,
out of gratitude, with a florin, for which, though
he did not know its value, he tefiified great fatis-
hCl:ion.

The k!ng of this country is defpotic, and pof.
fcffes a vaft: tract of land, ten days journey in

\

length [tom eaft to weft, and feven Jays journey
in bre"adth from north to f0uth. It abounds with
mountains and eminent s, but there are many
. fruitful plains, of whofe I reduce the inhabitants
-do not undcrltand the advantage. In the northern
1TlOuntains there is gold; but the king docs not
fcarch for it with his own people, but lets them

I -out to his neighbour the 1 ing of Mohopharo for
a yearly rent. Here is pl 'nty of wood, and animals
of aJl.kinds : the zebra is dome Heated, and its flefh

IS
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is confidered as a 'Very great delicacy. Among
other fruit-trees there is one which bears a fort of

. apple, without feed, taftes like a. citron, is the fize
of an hen's egg, and of a yellow colour : it grows
on mountains, has long narrow lance-Ihaped
leaves, and is about the height of a cherry tree;
the bark very much refcmbles that of the cinna-
mon : this, as well as the fruit, is collected in
great heaps, and is ufed throughout all the year
as a ftrengthener. 1:he inkobak tree has a nutty

I... 'fruit about the fize of an egg; has a long red bark,
from which, in all pro ability, a good colour might
be extracted. I perceived that earthen-ware was
coloured with it, and that the colour did ~ot lofe
its brightne{<;in the he. The kernel of the fruit
is white, and, taftcs like cinnamon. . The tree is
about the fizc of our oaks, and bears all. the year
through fruit and blofloms. The leaves are like
fjg leaves, but far larger. In time of war the king
(an bring into the field from twelve to fo~'teell
thoufmd men, good foldiers. Moil: of the inha-
bitants of this country live in holes, for thcy are
too lazy to build huts or fmall houfes. The king
lives at very great' expenee, and in great frate.-
When he appears ,in public, in general fifty colo-
mays or officers attend him. The oldefc ped()l1s
of each family determine the difputes in the family.
The oilic;xs arc either the fons of the royal concu-

bines,



hines, or thofe who have diftinguifhed th:emfelves
in war, and are fo numerous, that for every fix
men there is an officer.
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The king is lord of every thing that his fubjecrs •
poffeis, even of their wives. If he fees one that
'pleafes him, he fends for her, and her hufband fol-.
lows with many-thanks fat the honour conferred
upon him.. Beautiful unmarried women muft all
he prefcnted to the king before they are married:'
and it is efteerned a fpecial mark of favour, if the
king Ihould beftow on an officer one of his eight
hundred concubines, when he is tired of her.-
'rhe king is very much addicted to fuperftition,
and is frill more confirmed in it by the pricfrs, of
whom there arc always fix about him. Here alfo
is to be feen, :J.S in many European countries, the
l'Iljurious influence of the priefrhood over the flare.
No man, except the priefts, is admitted, under
'pain' of death, to the concubines. The king gene-
rally wears a long mantle of miferable red doth, ,
and has a large fword by his fide. Moft of ~e
roldiers wear their fwords, and fhort mantles made
of goats' hair. In the whole c011:ntrynot a town is
to be found, nor any {uch villages, as in the other
neighbouring countries. Mofl: of the inhabitants
live in holes, fome few in tents at great difrance

1< ,A a :. from
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from each other, and in no place except where lie'
the royal tents or holes are a hundred to be found
together. Their dwellings are changed feveral
times every year, and are ~xed generally n~ar the
water, or' in fruitful neighbourhoods. Their pro~
~ifion confiHs of millet, Indian corn, and goats"
milk. Their religion is heatheni:fh; the fun and'
moon are adored, and their religious fervices are
performed in the open air, when the priefls, around
whom the people make a circle, direct the prayers,
at which both they and the by-flanders frequently
proftrate themfelves with their faces to the ground.
There are no temples in the whole country: and
except the king and the priefts no one is allowed
to have more than one wife.

They ate too phlegmatic for the breeding of
children, and four or five from the fume married
couple are confidcred as a very great rarity, At
the birth of a child neither circumcifion nor any
other ceremonies are ufed. The dead are in ge..
neral buried on high mountains, or placed un del'
a heap of frones, with their faces to the eail:; and
food, firfr bleffed by the prieft, is placed with them
in the grave. The men are more addicted to lazi-
nefs than the women, for, except when they are
hunting, they lie inactive III their holes. The

women
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women make tents and mantles of goats' hair",
manufacture pottery, dry hides, and do the houfc-
hold work. The pottery and the hides are dif-
pofed of to other nations in barter for utenfils of
iron,

The language of thefe people is nearly the fame
as that of Congo. Inftead of A in the language
of Congo, however, this dialect ufes O. It pre-
vails, with fome flight diverfities of dialect, as far
.as to the river Niger. The children. go twice a
day to receive inftruction from the priells, in the
open air,

On the 26th I left the village above mentioned,
and under the direction of a guide, travelled t..o-
wa~d the refidence of the king. We journeyed
to the north.weft, pailing over fome hills, which
lay ..in one continuous range. They were inhabit-
ed by Mophanefe, who, when they heard that I
was the king's ftranger, fuffercd me to proceed on
my way unmolefled. In thc_afternoon my guide
returned home; and I, following my direction,
proceeded in the Iam frraight line. Coming to a
plain, howev r, which was ftill flooded, I was

)f> Theil:: are as fine as {ilk ~ and from the Cape to the
Defcrt, the wool of the {he P is like dog's hair, and is rarely
,\\!,;<1.

obliged

,
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obliged to pars on by. a circuitous path for a fhort
way. Towards evening, I came to a hollow place
in which twenty men ct.~vdt together; they thought
me a Ilave from the k:ing ~f Haphai ,? and that ~"
was going on a meITage to their own king. " 1.was
at no pains to undeceive then; as this notion of
my character and bufincfs ferved to make them
treat me' fo much the more kindly. They gave
me abundance of meal mixed with milk and water.,
made a [oft bed of fkins; and next day con-
ducted me an hour's walk forward on my journey.
With difficulty I crofled two rivers byIwimminp-, .
as they were at that time much fwollen by the
rams. I Iaw alfo lions' on my way, fome of
which feerned as if they were corning to attack
me. I therefore climbed up a tree, and waited
till they were gone to a difiance, They however,
followed till Iapproached a village; and even then,
though purfued with cries and Ihouting, retired
but Ilowly. Eaiiward from th path on which I
travelled is a chain of mountains, that extends in
a waving line to the Niger; I pafied by the fide of
thefe mountains, and found on them flltpetrc in

... III th m"ps, l:bpbai is marl.ed by the J10me of Makoko
nncl t\Ilzeko : but it is there extended Iarthcr than it really gO~:i

towQnls the G.nth.· '. I

abundant '.
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abundance, with gold and copper ores, and only
here and there fome Hunted trees. The people of
i,his neighbourhood ufe reeds inltead of timber;
the reeds were to be feen in heaps before the village.
vVithin half a day's journey of the refidcnce of the
king, I came to a village fituatcd in a hollow: I
went firH to the priefr, and afked him to entertain
me for the night; but he refufed, and only offered
me a heap of firaw, on which I might Ileep out of
doors. I went to oth~r houfes, where I was alfo
denied: an old man, for fifty zempo, gave me fame
meal and flcfh, and would have taken me into his
houfe if he had not known that the prieft refufed \
to lei me lodge in his. In vexation and ill-humour,
I threw. myfclf on the reeds, flept a little, and next
,morning, at a very early hour, continued my jour-
ney. By mid-day I reached the refidcnce of the
king, which fiands on a hill, and was conducted
into his tent. The king, who is a flout young
man, came up to me, and aiked whence I came,
and whither I was going r When I had anfwered
thefe queftions, he {aid-" Thou art probably a
Moor, and haft fame private bufinefs which thou
doH:not choofe to declare. If I be right in my con-
jetture, thou {halt feel the weight of my relent-
rnent, but if it be otherwife, thou {halt travel
through this country in perfect freedom and
~J~ty." Upon this I was taken into the tent of

A a 4- the
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the guards, where I found thirty foldiers, who be...
haved to me with civility: by the king's commartd
I was fupplicd with flour, water, and fi.eih, and
was treated in all rcfpects as the king's gueft. I
remained under the care of the guard till' the 6th
of Auguft, without being farther enquired after.
On the 7th Ihad again to appear before the king;
he fate on the ground before the tent, with priefts
and foldiers around him. "Haft thou brought
me no prefents from thy native country?" faid he.
" I have, as I faid before, loft all," anfwered I.
" Art thou a Chriftian i" "No; an Arab." "Thou
faidft that thou waft not on thy right'road; what
was thy purpofe in coming into my country?"
" The nations, your neighbours, were at "\rar with
one another, and I did not think myf If fafe among
them, therefore I came into this country, which 1
heard of at a great diflance, as being famous for the
virtue, genius, and valour of its inhabitants." "In
my territories thou art fafe; but on the borders
are robbers, who will feize and murder thee: I
would, therefore, have thee to remain with me,"
" I will return aft r I have feen my brother, my
fifters, my two wives, and !ny children." "Bring
thy wives and thy childr n 1;0 me, I will give thee
and them a tent: thou mull however remain here
a few days, for the plains are overflowed with wa-
tcr, and on the hills are multitudes of rapacious

. be:d1s
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beafts of prey." I was fenfible of the reafon;lble-
nefs of what he faid; but I wi:fhed to go on forty
miles farther, to Kammoh (Kururfa), whence I
might proceed, when the floods were abated, with
a caravan which goes every year to Guinea. Upon
,farther confideration, I thought it befl to abide
here till I might be able to proceed without en-
dangering my life. In a few days I was able to
make mantles and coverlids of goats' hair as well
as the natives. The apparatus for weaving is here
very different from that of Europe; Inftead of
having treddles, heddles, and reeds, by which the
threads of the warp are, in our weaving, moved
up and down to receive thofe of the woof,' the
cl¥ldren are here taught, from early infancy, to
move the divifions of the warp alternately up and
down, while other perfons infert the woof. Their
pieces of cloth are, in length and breadth, from
one to three ells; they fpin the hair into threads
with a difraff; the loom fiands on four feet or
poles, fixed in the ground; thefe poles fupport a
frame on which the y:lrn is fufrained; beneath fits
the child who moves the warp up and down; on
each fide fiands a grown-up perfon to pafs the
woof from fide to :fide, as the movements by the
child open the divifions of the warp. I introduced
an improvcm nt on this loom, by employing, in-
ftcad of the child, a treddle beneath, and by wind-

mg
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ing the warp on a beam, I fucceeded; but the
people were, too much devoted to their old prac~'
tice to adopt any improvements. In the begin..
ning of September I became anxious to renew my
journey; Imade known my wifh to the king, and
received pcrmiffion to depart whenever I chafe•.

On the 3d I fet out, and proceeded north-
wards, to avoid the ~eat plains which were frill
covered in places with wa.ter. This time of the
year i's here the heft for travelling, ,the waters
being dried up by the heat of the fun. All nature
feemsre-animated; and the heats are not fo fcorch..
ing as they would be a month later. I faw here
and there huts and tents, but as Iwas in 110 want
of provifi.onsdid not enter any of them. At fun-
fet I halted, and afked lodging at fame tents; this
·1obtained, but I could procure no victuals, By
noon, on the following day, I reached the moun-
tain of Kohango (or the Treacherous Mountain) :
it is fo calledon account of the lionswhich frequent
it, and often ruih out of their lurking placesupon
travellers, and defiroy them. This mountain is
frnall, and lies not above half a day's journey dif-
tant from the lafr mentioned range of hills: it was
evening whenI reached it; and it required tome
courage and exertion to enable me to pafs on over
a tract of country that is faid, by its inhabitants,

~o
.
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to be haunted by an evil fpirit. Few perfons crofs
over it: travellers generally taking a circult-ous
way, which requires fome hours more to pafs,, , ,

From the 5th to the 9th, I paffedevery night in
'the open air, not having, during all this time, ar-
rived at any village. The road was here and there
very bad; but I was cheered by the general beauty
of- nature around me. In this part of my jour-
ney I, for the firfr time, faw a touykoham", at
which I was much alarmed, fearing it might at-
rack me; but it fufferedme to pafs on unmolefted.
I afterwards learned, to my great fatisfaction, that
it was not a ferocious animal; and I killed, at dif-
ferent times, feveral young ones, whofe flefh I
broiled and ate.

On the loth, about noon, I came to two-and-
fifty huts, where I bought, for twenty cowries,
fome milk and flour, and went on farther to a few
other tents, where I was hofpitably entertained for
the night. From this place I was accompanied by

* An animal in form fomewhat like a greyhound. It bas
long hair, and a taillike a lion, 115fide-teeth are like the front-
teeth oi the bear. Its hair is half an ell long, and as loft as
tilk. Being' unfkillcd in natural hiftory, J cannot Cay whether
this animal be not known to zoologifls under feme other name,

fome



TRAVELS IN THE.

fome men to the Golden Mountains, whichwe
reached in two days. There were many men en-
gaged in working gold mines, at, a confiderable
depth in the earth. . They afked rae to fray with
them; but I expected no good of them, and chafe
rather 1'0 go to the corahaty (overfeer) hirnfel£
This man was glad to find that I came to pafs the
night with him; his tent was large: and he had
in it heaps of dried fruits, roots, and flefh : he. bid
me take as much of thefe as I chafe, made ready a.
plentiful meal, and gave me every encouragement
to avail myfclf freely of his proffered hoipitality,
I did as he dcfired , and fraid with him for fame
days: he {hewed his treafure of gold," which was
in grains, each of the fize of a millet feed. To pro.
cure it, they fink pits in the mountains which have
many fubterraneous Itreams and fprings; into
thefe they put nets filled with ruihes or reeds, on
which the grai~s of the gold are depolited by the
water.

With this worthy m~n I continued fix days.
He treated me as kindly, and {hewed as great

• King Mohophara rents there mines from Kin~ l\1ajophar,
paying fGr them in meal, fruit and fiefh, and entertaining the
workmen, who are for the moil part fubjeCts of King Majo-
phar,

anxiety
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aasiety for my welfare as if I had been his brother.
He could write in the fafhion of the country; and
he infcribed words and figures on the bark and
leaves of trees.rwhich I attempted to imitate; At
another time I fhewed him the forms of our Ger-
man letters; and he made them with great exact-
nels of imitation. I Ihould have ftaid longer with
him, had not an opportunity occurred for me to.
proceed on my journey, in company with four of
the perfons under him, who were going with gold
to the king.

On the I7th~ leaving my good hoii with regret,
1fet out in company with the perfons above men-
tioned. For two days we had to make our way
with difficulty through woods, and acrofs putrid,
noifome moraffes, and over fieep and rugged rocks :
lions, tygers, and buffaloes, roamed on all hands
arou us, and put us in great terror. The firft
night we fiopped on the fummit of a very fteep
hill, to avoid the attack of thofe beafls, At fun-
rife we renewed our journey, which we continued,
paffmg a few houfes only, till the evening, when
we came to a fmall river, named W ohalar, which

\

is the boundary of the kingdom; We paffed the
night on an open plain; but b afts of prey came
roo near to allow us to flecp, Faint and fearful.
we renewed our journey b fun-rife , and in the

forenoon



· ''!'-RA VEL~ IN THE

forenoon, to our great joy, reached the Village of
Ohgotha, confifiing of fixty-feven cottages.

The curiofity of the villagers was gre_atIy ex-
cited by our appearance: they crowded about me ;
'and everyone wifhed to be my friend and protec-
tor ..

In language, cufloms, and manners, this nation
nearly refembles that which has been laft defcribed ~
with this difference, however, that they have none
who are priefrs by profeffion; but every father of
a family acts as prieft to his own houfehold. TIley
are generally poor; yet this country may be called
the richeft in all Africa, as it contains gold in abun ..
dance, with which, by diligence" the inhabitants
might eafily enrich, themfelves: The king is fo..
vereign lord of the country; and all the gold found
is it belongs to him. This he difpofes of e efly
to the Portugueze and Spaniards, but fometimes
alfo to the Engliili, on the coaft of Guinea, in ex-
change for cloth, looking-glafles, fciflars, knivesr
nails, trinkets, anJ other European goods of fmaU
value. By this traffic, as is eafy to fee, he cannot
but be a great lofer. The imports are, at the ut- .,'
mofi, not worth more than two thoufand do1l3rs ;
and for thefe are exported gold, ivory, and hides~
to the value of fixty thoufand dollars. The Portu ..

gueze1
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gueze, Spaniards, and Englifh, drive a fimilar trade
with other nations of Africa, equally to their own
profit and to the real lofs of the Africans', Here
we again find villages covered with reeds; as it is
.not neceflary in this diftrict to wander about from
place to place in fearch of water; In all the villages
are fome buffaloes: the men, when not lounging
in idlenefs, go a-hunting, and the women do the
houfehold work. I Cannot ftate the extent of
this territory; a part fpreading out to the eafl
and north remains an uninhabited defert, becaufe
the chain of mountains which runs through it, is
occupied by ferocious beaus of prey. The breadth
of this land too is very various and unequal.
Some of the nations in thefe parts are reputed to
be eaters of human fle:fh, a charge which I know
to be abfolutely gl'oundlef~, I know not what can
have given rife to this report, unlefs it be, that the
gr, .er number of thefe people have their teeth,
from cady youth, Iharpen d into points; and that
other people who have the teeth fa pointed are can-
nibals; fo that, without further enquiry, the eha-
l'aCl:er of cannibals has been attributed to thofe alf ,
from the appean.nce of their teeth. I muft OWl),

however, that thefe people are iavage, and ad-
diCted to robberies; but I have remarked, that in
robbery they make a. great diiiinction between
rhofe who hav not much t fp_ re and thofe wbo

poflefs
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poffefs abu~dant:e: 'the latter alone are in danget
from their rapacity; on which account caravans
are not very fafe in pailing this way. The number
of this people is more confiderable than it h~s been
faid to be: they inhabit a narrow tract of land on
both fides of the river Wohala, which is about two
days and a half's journey in length, and the moft
fertile in all the region. On the confines are fome
villages, the inhabitants of which are placed there
to protect the country from hofiile inroads. The
river Wohala meanders through this country from
eaft to weft, and affords water wholefomc and
pleafant to the tafte. -

I have already mentioned, that the inhabitants
of the villages on the borders gave me a very
kind reception. They admitted me within their
circle round the fire, danced, fung, and leaped
around me, and were all in the livelieft emo on.
After about an hour they took me to their cot-
tages: and a conteft arofe among them concern.
ing who :lhouldhave me as his gueft for the night.
At length came the chief ofthe village, with his
daughter; and after liftcning tome minutes to the
contention, he took me by the hand and led me
into his Own hut. A bundle of rufhes were given
me, ~nd on thefe I infiantly ftretchcd myfelf down.
I had been here about half an hour when my hoft

. fuppoiing
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fuppofing me to be afleep, faid to his daughter
fomething in which I could hear myfelf men-
tioned. This man's own name was Khnewo. (
liflened, and foon began to underftand why they
had made fa much to do about, me. "We fl;,lall
receive,"faid he," a nobler prefent from our king
when we offer him this fine white {lave." The
young woman bethought her for a moment ; and
then, infiead of approving her fathet's defign,
begged him to fay nothing more of it, but to per-
mit her to lie down befide me. The father made
{orne objections which Ihe removed, and ceafed to
urge her rcquefl. She would. have fucceeded,
however, if jufr at the moment when fhe was
about to obtain her wifh, her mother had not
come in, and begun to fpeak of other things.
Fatigue hindered me from hearing more, but my
fleep was anxious and broken. I could hear no-
thing of my fellow travellers. Next morning, upon
enquiry,lfound that they hadgone the night before
by moon-light to Acymiroh, a large village where
the .king refidcd, I awoke very early, for anxiety
for my fate had not fuffered me to Ileep. I looked
round the infide of the cottage, and faw that none
were yet awake; I then went out, early as it was;
and 1001 ed about me. In an opening nearly
twenty paces diftant I found a pool of water, at
~'hich, probably, the goats might drink. Here I

B 1.> felt
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felt a defire to bathe, which I had experienced in
all the preceding part of my journey; and throw-
ing afide my cloaths I went into the pond. It ex-
cited a great emotion in my_ whole frame, and I
felt myfelf, as it were, animated with double
firength. I then went back to the hut, the maf-
ter of which was already up, and had gone out,
they faid, to feck me. I told him where I had been,
and what I had been doing; and they were pleafed
with me on account of it. My landlord came
back with a gloomy countenance: but when he faw
me it cleared up, and he was pleafed with me. His
daughter, gazed on me with eyes of fondnefs. No
fooner had the old folks gone out of the hut, tha~
Ihe fprang to me, embraced me clofely, and afked
if Iwould not remain with her. Ianfwered," that
I was travelling a great way eafiward." "Stay
here," returned Ihe, "and you :fhall be my huf-
band." I endeavoured to foothe her, and {he be.
came as much fatisfied and as familiar with me as if
'Wehad been acquainted for many years. Her father
feemed contented to fee me on fuch good terms
with his daughter; and when I declared my in-
clination to remain with her, and to take her to.
wife, he made no objection. About noon how ..
ever, while we fat chearful together in the cot-
tage, the people of the village came in a body, and
alked my hoft if he would not this day fend me

. .
to'
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to the Icing, that, they might have the prefent
which they expected. He put them off by faying
that I was Itill very much fatigued, and mufl have
time to refl: myfelf. This pacified them for the
prefent, but they infifl;ed that I Ihould go on the
morrow, and fo it happened, By day-break there
came fix men to the door of the hut, who faid

I

they were ready to attend rne, My hofl and his
daughter made thcntfelves ready, and within an
hour we :111 fet out together, The road was bad;

. fanJ.s, fragmcnts- of rocks, and bullies, made our
progreiS very flow. Early in th~ afternoon we
palled the villages of Ulrwoh and Matoh, befides
Iorrre folitary huts, and came afterwards to Ocy-
moroh, where more than an hundred perfons
came around us, out of curio1ity to fee me. As
it was' cvenir g they would not then take me to
the king, but conducted me into a hut where one
fet of envious vifitors after another carne all night
long to fce me.

On the 21U, about mid-day, I was carried before
the king, and was by him gracioufly received.
He was' jufl: fctting out from home, aridtherefore
fpoke but few words to me. In the end, however,
he faid, that I muft not remain long in this coun-
try; that he fuppofcd I was a Moor and came
with fomc fccret purpofc, Thole who brought

.B b 2 me
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me were thus difappointed of the reward they _
had expected ; but I was glad of the king's pur-
pofe in regard to me, as it was fo much better
than I expected;, and I was eager to fet out as
1 could receive directions how to travel. I frill
.retained my intention of endeavouring to join
the caravan already mentioned, and of travelling
with it to Guinea, whence Imight take my'paifage
'In a Chriftian £hip to Europe. I was then weary
of my journies, and fenfible that in travelling far-
ther through the inland country, I Ihould have to
encounter numberlefs difficulties, I fiopped to gain ,
fome information; and my enquiries were, in
many particulars, fatisfactorily anfwered.· I had
been five days here, and no one took any particu-
lar care of me; but I fubfifred partly by begging,
and partly by the kindnefs of fome young women,
who out of a,ffecrion fupplied me with four milk
and flour. Ihad no certain place where to pafs
the night; but Ilept one night in one cottage, and
another night in another cottage, when Imight fo
far prefume as to enter any of them. On the 26th
while the claywas very hot, and moil: of the people
were fainting with the heat, I laid myfelf down in
the {hade behind one of the cottages, not fufpect-
ing that the fun, would fpeedily fhine on that
place, and fcorch my head if I fhould fall afleep.
I did fall afleep, nor did I aw~kc till I felt fome

perf on
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perfon fhake me. I fprung up, and faw forne men
near me, and others looking on at a [mall di-fiance,
but I had then no fufpicion that they meant to
llUgh at me. I was going to run off, but he
who flood next me, held me fail, and {aid that I
muit go with him to the King. The King, as he
was going to the river to bathe, had feen me aileep,
in the fun, behind the hut; and afking who IW,tS,

"h~d been told that I was a {hanger who had been
fome days in the place. He then ordered me to
be awakened and brought before him. This order
was quite agreeable to me, as Iexpected now to
.obtain his cxprefs permiflion to proceed on my
journey. The King afked m~ how it happened
that I was here, when he had fuppofed me to have
be .n gone fame days. I anfwered, that I had de-
layed with a defign to reft myfelf after my fatigue,
and in hopes of having p rrniflion to continue my
journey through his dominions, He afked in re-
turn, who gave me perrniflion to come into his
country? "That permiffion no one could give me
but you; I came hither to find you, at my peril."
" I told you, when you were prefented to me, that
you mutt leave my country ::IS foon as pofiible; yet
here you arc frill, fo remain with my fervanrs till
1 have time to talk further with you: for the pre-
fent, you may now come along." I followed him
to the river ; and after we had bathed, came b~

B b 3 a~\~



374 TRAVELS IN THE

again with him to his habitation. He then put
me into a hut bcfide his own, faying, "remain
here till I give further orders concerning you."
This but was the reiidence of his Ilaves, who re ..
ceived me 'very kindly. Here, for the ufual price,
I procured black meal and water, as alia three
pieces of flefh dried in the fun, each of which was
about a finger's breadth. 1"\ -as obliged to Ileep
on the bare ground between two of the Ilaves,
from whom I caught fuch a quantity of lice, that
I could take them almoft in handfuls from m_,y, hair.
The Ilaves laughed to fee my anxiety to rid myfelf
of them, faying it was labour in vain; and that
the King himfelf, though he bathed every day;
was not quite free from them. lVIy appointed tafks
were to gather reeds and thorns for fuel, to at-
tend the King 111 the bath, and to affifi In the
fmithery.

My comrades, through mere idlcnefs, and as
being the King's [laves, were above doing any
thing for their own fubfiflence. '1he difpofition is
common here to the ~avcs of the priefts. and ofli-
cers of flare, as well as to thofe helonging to the
King: yet, they may be fet to hard work at plea-
fure; and they are never fure of not being fold to.
forne foreign flave-merchant, and tranfported to a
diftant land. If any {lave-merchant bad appeared

during
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during my flay here, I Ihould certainly have been
fold 01' bartered away as a Ilave.

A female Ilave had attached herfelf to me fince:
my arrival, followed me every where, and made-
. ierfelf my companion at different forts of work.
With her I went on the r zth of Octoberto bring
reeds to the King's huts: and as file ~ad hitherto
{hewn me fo much kindnefs, I now let her know
that I had a defire to make my efcape, afkcd her
help and advice, and offered either to take her ,'.
with me or to reward her amply. She agreed to
affifr and accompany me, and made preparations
for our departure. As my mantle of fkins was
very loufy, Ihe made-me an apron of palm-leaves,
and faved for me part of her daily allowance of
fldh, &c. On the, 15th we were again at out"
work together and alone, fhe then [aid that all
was ready; that we might fet out next morning;
and that Imuft be in the way in good time, with-

I.. out alarming my fellow Ilaves. I arofe earlier than
ufual, lind came eo the place appointed, where I
found her, -aiting. I thought we ought to fet out
immcdiat Iy; but fhe firfi afked what I would
give her for thus favouring my efcape : ' I gave
her three guilders; but required, that {he fhould
at leaft accompany me over the river, to the moun-
tains of the moon. After feme hcfi ration, file took. \

B b 4 our
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our 'aggage on her back, and bade me follow
h r. She led me by an eaiy paffage over the
river' and we went on, bearing fometimcs to the'
right, fometimes to the left, that we mi.ghtavoid
the villages; By mid-day we were at the foot of
tbe mountains, and my fears began to vanifh.
Here we once more took fome food together, and
then parted in fadnefs, For Iix days fuHenancc
I had one pint of meal, "four pints of water, and.
about two pounds of fleih. Of money I lh'i pof,
fefled 27' g~lildcrs, and about 50 couries. I had
purchaied from the good overfcer of the gold-
finders a [mall axe, which he fometimcs gave me
to cut thifiles. I with diiliculty dim Led the rnou \.
tain, and there paired the night, hut without
kindling any [lYC, left it Ihould betray me, It was
f.Ell my intention to pafs to the l.;;ingdulll f
Akom ~~O,01:Wangara , there to join tIl caravan
for Guinea, of which I I have feveral times rnade
mention. I went on therefore, with the carrcr ex-, .
ertion of all my ilrength: before day-break I was
~gain on my way? but I was [oo.n obliged to halt,
'becaufe I heard the hideous howlillgS of Eons in ::t

nan 'W p"ifage by wh!ch I was to proceed. I {at
down on a pinnacle of a rock, and there waited.
till they were gone. The mountain, feen from a
difl:ar e, appeared to b but one great pointed rock.
It is, however, half an hour's W;lU, over its [umrnit.
" ,(. '

o
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On the left from the road was a gold mine un-
wrought; but I went not oear it, left I iliould be
known, and fent back to the King. Iwent on as
faft as I could, to reach the extremity of thofe
hills; though exceedingly .fatigued and retarded
by fcrambling among the rocks. I was obliged
to hold, and even hang by my hands from rock
to rock, till I could advance my feet to flep upon
another. At a place where I was concealed among
thiftles, grafs, and bruih-wood ;' I halted to make
a fire, and roaft three crabs. When I had re-:
frc£hed myfelf with food, I fir etched myfelf down
before the fire, and flumbercd uncertainly for fame
hours.

On the 19th in the forenoon, I travelled over a
fine plain: in the afternoon, I paffed through a
traCt of barren fand, in which however I found a
wen. From the soth to the 24th I faw neither
wild beans nor men, found neither water nor fruit,
hut was obliged to pafs on with wearinefs and '
hunger, over a fundy defart , on which fame [mall
hills were here and there difperfed. My leathern
bottle was emptied of the water, and I found no
well at which I might fill it again: thirft made me
aimoft fink down in defpair. On the 2,5th I carne
to the borders of the kingdom, where I faw forne
(:ottages ranged in a ftraight line from eaft to

weft;
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weft: at the fight of thefe dwellings I did not long
hefitate.wherher I fhould approach them, my burn-
ing throat compelling me to enter that which I
firft reached. I afked for meal and water, but ob-
tained only fome brackifh water without' meal.
The water produced a great commotion in my
ftomach; and I had hardly tafted it, when I felt
a general uneafinefs over my whole frame;' at Ian.
my ftomach entirely rejected it by vomiting. In'
a Ihort time curiofity brought a number of the
people' about me; none of them afked me any-
~ueftions, but I was obliged, to place myfelf in the
tituation they defired. At laft one that feerned to'
be the chief among them took me by the hand,
conducted me to his hut, and there fupplied me
with meal and water; I gave him a guilder, which
he gladly received. For the prefcnt my hunger
and thirfl were abundantly fatisfied; and when I
went away, he filled my bottle with water, and
gave me betides flour enough for two other meals.
I then crofled the borders, and in the evening came
to a hut in the country of the Womahanians,
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~HAP. XI.

'I'/;eAuthor's A rrioal 'among the Womabanians-r-Soms
Account of theft People-rhey receiue him kindly.,
'and entertain him with ryger'.r fieJh-He. proceeds
pn lus Journey tbrough Daybamla, northward to the
Kingdom ofWob.Jagtam-ln this part OJ his journey,
be falls in with .the free and wanderIng Negroes on.
the Borders, who are diflinguifhed by the Name oj
Caomub=-Some Account of them, and of the Arts
they praDife-The Autbor travels in Company
with them to their Habitations on the Borders of
Bababara-s-Sbort Hifiory of their Nation-On tbs
19th of November he goes with their Caravan for
Wangara, by the way if Wadgain; Ohwuto, romy;
fjc.-He fallsJick by the Way, is unable to keep lip
witb the (lara-nan, and remains bebind-Speedily
~ecovering, he travels by Yomy back to Taudoka and.
Bahahara-In the lafl of tbefe places; be is Jor d
jhort time detained as a Slave; but mending the
King's Arms, he is Jet at Liberty; and with a Pafs
from tbe King goes to Rahoratbo-Defcription oj
that Country and of its Capital City.

THE nation of the 'TVornahanians fcarcely ex-
ceeds the number of three thoufand men able

to bear arms. They are faithful to their chiefs,
generous,
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generous, frank, bold, and friencUy. In marmcrs,
and cuftoms they have 4. near refemblance to the
great nation with which they are in alliance. They
are fometimes guilty of rapine and murder, The
oldefi men in the tribe are commonly both judges
and priefts, and are held in the higheft veneration,
They are ufually accounted negroes, though not of
ncg~o defcent. They were formerly mailers of a
different territory, from which they were expelled
by a people more potent than themfelves. But
where that territory lies, and by what people they' ,
were driven out of it, no one among them can
t~U.

1W:lS conducted to the chief of a [mall village,
and was by him kindly received, prefented with
1011ilk and meal, and gratified with a good night's
lodging. Iwould have paid him with cowries, but
he would not accept them; and faid, ' that it was
his duty to entertain travellers who ftood in need
of his afliftance.' He gave me, in the morning, a
prefent of meal and tyger's flefh, which Idid not
rcfufe, He afterwards fhewcd me fome difiancc
on my way, and wifhed me a good journey. About
noon I reached the river Faham : it is fmall, but
its water is good, t110Ugh of a reddifh colour-
Here I refi:ed for forne hours, and devoured with
a good appetite a piece of my tyger's flefh, which is

in

•
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in faa better to the tafte than goat's fiefh, For fe-
veral days I had met with no trees, and fe!dom
even with a few Ilunted fhrubs. But I now per-
ceived fome fine palm-trees, and raw [orne wild ani-
mals. For a circumference of an hundred ~niles,
the lion is the chief beafi in the defart, yet he is
[efs terrible than men fuppofe, "Then not pro.
'Voked he does not attack, but quietly fuffers the
traveller to pafs on. Before night I paffed within
fight of three villages, but halting at none of them,
went on to Dayhamla, where I expected better
entertainment. Here I lea-meet that inwent north,
I {hould arrive within three days on the borders of
the kingdom of VVohjagtam *.

On the 27th I crofled over a fmall mountain to
the north-weft, and came in the evening to a vil-
lage of the vVomahanians, I was here kindly
treated, and went onward next day 'with the belt
wi.llies of the inhabitants for n~y fafcty. I was
fupplied with water and meal for t'\ '0 Jays to
come; which was very' Iortu rate for me, it being
fo long before I could again meet" -ith either water
or fruits .

• J mulct not atccuuin whether this be the kingdom called
pauma on the maps. But Va ilia is mirkcd near the {i)ot where
WohjHgtllm lies. Only Dauma go';,; on one hand farther t.
the eaft" and on another farther tv the nort'v.

OIl
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, On the zSth ~md 29th, my journey was partir
through a track of underwood, and partly over a
fandy plain, and agreeably to what had been told
me by the people with whom Ilodged on the night,
of the 27th, I faw not a fingle beafl of prey on
the road.

On the 29th in the evening, Imade a fmall fire,
and gathered grafs for fuel to it. But I had
fcarcely laid me down, when I heard the found of
human voices. I lay frill, liftened, and found, as
they came nearer, that there were feveral perfons
in converfe together. When they were within a
few paces of me, I fprang yp, and flood before
them, but without fpeaking. 'They afked, " What
are you doing there ?"-I anfwered, "I am keep-
ing up the 'fire to frighten wild beafls away."~
" Who are you?" -" An unfortunate travelling
ftranger."-" How came you here? where is your
houfe ?"-I replied, as I had ufually done before,
that I was an Arab, and had been Ihipwreckcd.
When they heard that I underilood the language;
they afked me to go with them, and promifed me,
on that condition, food and lodging. I left my
fire burning, and followed them. We went Oil'

for two hours, then flopped for the night at the
foot of a hill, in a cave that had been particularly
formed, and ate of what provifions they had with

hem.
"
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them. The .perfons were in number fix-and-
twenty, and were of the race of the negroes, who.
live on the confines of the kingdom of W ohjagtam,
They are free, being fubjeCt to no king, and carry
on a confiderable trade of barter between the coaft

I

and the remote inland country. From the Portu-
.gueze, Englifh and French, on the coaft, they pro-
cure utenfils of iron, mirrors, Nuremberg wares,
~c. for which they give ivory, gold-duft,fkins, &c.
in exchange. They are generally favoured by an
nations with which they have intercourfe, are ne-
ver put under reflraints, nor are ever diflurbed in
the enjoyment of their natural rights. They owe
thefe advantages to their poflefiions, the Europeans
being glad to obtain from them the natural pro-
ductions of the country; and the kings in the in.
land parts being, on the other hand, well pleafed to
procure, through the hands of thefe negroes, look.
ing-glafies, iron wares, beads, rings for the ears and
fingers, with various other things, in exchange [or
their gold-duft. Whoever molefis them, if th y
complain of him to the kings, is always either put
to death or fold for a Ilave, 'They deal alfo in
Ilaves, which they bring for fale to the Euro-
peans on the coafl. They call thcmfelves Taomuh,
'Their whole number does not exceed two thou.
fand perfons of both [exes. They would not be-
lieve but that I "vas a Chriitian ; yet did not treat

me
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me worfe on that account, as they were well ac-
quainted with Europeans. They expreffed their
readinefs to convey me to my countrymen, when
they Ihould next return to the coaft, or .to the
Wand of Fernando, whence they were now com-
ing. I told them that this was not the neareft
way to my native country, but that Imuft go far-
ther inland. With this they were well pleafed ;
and they told me Imight have an opportunity of
travelling alfo with them the very way Idefired
to go.

On the 30th we reached the confines, and paffed
the night· between two ranges of hills on the river .
Tron, in a part that divides the territories of three
different nations. On the weft-fide thofe hills ex-
tend iato a part of the kingdom of Bahahara oJ ,

which they divide from the kingdom of Wangaoa.
As the part of the mountain on the fouth-flde is
the boundary of the kingdom of Wohjagtam,
which is farther limited by the above-mentioned
river. That river rifes from the lake Rihma t

(Burnu}

• This kingdom bas no placeon the map which I have in Ill'!

hand. No geographer gives any account of it. According to
the account of the negroes, its name ought to be written Baha-
hara. .'
t This lake derives its waters from the river Niger, i. about

a day and a half's journey in length, and foul' miles broad. pd
ha!







lNTER.ioR OF AFRICA.

(Burnu), and runs to the fouth-weft. By mid-day
we reached their tents, on the confines ofBahahara~
The inhabitants of the huts received me with ear-
neit joy ~nd. curiofity, fuppofing me to have come
with their friends from the ifland of Fernando.
When, however; they heard that i was not a
Chrifl:ian~ but an Arab, they became lefs civilly
difpofed towards me. At this I was furprized,
it being Io firikingly oppo:fite to the feelings and
conduct of other people of Africa on fuch an oc-
callon. But I learned that the Arabs and Moors
were fworn enemies to the trade of thefe negroes.
l"rom this place goes every year a great caravan,
which in twenty days pafles the kingdom of Furno,
and has frequent contentions with the Moors by
the way. The attendants of the ca.ravan goo armed
and on horfeback, I now heard, though my com-
rades had talked differently, that a caravan was
foon to fct out for Wangara, there to difpofe of
the goods which they had brought from the iiland
of Fernando. Upon further enquiry I learned,
that I mig;ht, without any material inconvenience

, .
has three ontiderable rivers which take their rife from it.
I . The Kahmglh ,ronl1ing to the fouth-eafl , ~'. The Trangoht,
which runs fouth-wefl , And 3d, The GambaI'll, which take'
its courfe to th,· cafl, Befidc thefe three rivers, this lake feeds
a number of l'lll~Jll'r!rrc(l!ns, which are, h wever, of len dry.

C c to
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to. myfelf, travel with that czravan ; and betides,
in their company, '1 might pars the river N~gcr,
m' er which it would be impoiiible for me to go
alone. I thcr f ire afkcd thoie who were going on
this ioumev +- ~11(1wme to ~l company' them .... .~.._......J J .,1' L

They wen: not "willing; but :f.ri:d, that. when I
,fhould have :trrivc~l with them in "W.mg:m.l, I
Ihould foon fall into the hands of the robbers oJ·
thole parts, who would fell lone for a flave, Thia
die' not hinder me horn af uring then) that I was
ilIinb to go with tl em, an I to take my chance as

to 'whatever mig' t be my fat .
This frnall DC tion is much more civilized than-

molt other" carrying on an intercourfe with die
FUrOpC:lDS, (:ultivatinrr" the Q;ro:l11d; and furniihiarr, l) t...", ...:>

j fe f' "with annual 11: ires, 8.:.c. The goats of this'
co mtrv arc remarkably larze and f:1t: becaufe U1(:,V>

.. l...J J

HC well fed H1' kent in the {htc of domeiticatcd, '

,nimak This n: tion once inhabited a different p::rt
pF the country, where they lived in fubjection to
th..: Kill!!, 0 'IhouiEt. The lee they were ex, elled
by t h ~ IV 01':-; of th ie p:1 ,ts. '1'1 ey cnmc fid1: to
'fa 1 u:£:a; <1nJ not thi.r~kil1g themiclvcs in that
P It fun! .icntl Ic urc, retired to this country. '
\VhCl'C tilt': 1Ji) v live in trnuquilliry and fafety.

On the 9th oJ No C1lo'r there fet out on t11e
lnten 1c'1 jotlrney an hun ired and forty :lrmed

men
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men on 'horfeback, I following them on root. I At
noon we reached the village of Wadgaju, where
'We refrefhed ourfelves and the :horfes with food,
That I mig!it not be left behind by the caravan, I
afked one of the company if he would allow me
to ride his pack-horfe ; and he gl:idly agreed' to
the protJofal. After we had left the village which
belongs to the kingdom of BaLahara,' or Baha-
hora, we were obliged to aligl t from the horfes,
and to drive them before us over a fieep hill. I
now learned tt at , e were not travelling by the
accuftomed road, which led for the [pace of twenty
or four and twenty Ger an mi cs aGOlS a coun-
try, in pafGng which it would have been neceiTary
to carry with us much forage for the horfes.

On the loth, we travelled all day, either over
or between hills. About noon we came to the
village of Ohwuro. It confifl:s of about eighty
huts, and is inhabited by negroes. Thefe people
raife on their hills melons and gourds, fome of
which we procured, but not without paying very
dear for them. \Ve continued our journey to the
north-caft, and came to two poor villages, where
we could procure nothing, and were obliged to
.P~f."the night in the opel1 air.

C C 2 On

'.
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. On the r rth, we had the mountains at a fmall
diftance from us; and till the roth continued OUT

journey along a good level way, without coming
to any villages.

ChI the 16th we reached the village of Yom)".
On the preceding day Ieveral perfons from the
caravan had gone, on account of their t:affic, to
Mooha, a frnall town in the kingdom of Wangara.
Thefe font a meflage, on the evening of the rSth,
to inform us, that they were going to the other
tide of the lake Burnu, and hoped to rejoin us 10

Wangara,

We were this evening to ride over a part of
the mountain; and though it was dark, I having
neither faddle nor pad on the back of my horfe,
was unable to continue my journey with the com-
pany. If I rode quick, I fell from my feat, and
when I rode {lowly, my companions told me that
I mufi ride hilcr, and keep up with them. As I
had fallen feveral times from the horfe, and was
confiderably hurt, I at laO: told my companions,
that I could no longer keep up with them, but
would continue my journey on foot. This they
would not agree to. They faid that thefe moun-
tains fwarmed with robbers and beafls of prey.
I They
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'They therefore put me by force on horfeback
a.rrain, and two of the befl riders were directed.o ..
to keep near me. "\Ve then proceeded with re-
newed [peed, and by day-break we reached Fahja.
I here rcfumed my intention of flopping, becaufe
I found myfelf unable to nand, and ",'as lore all
over 1 _ ~ody. However, after we had taken
tome hours refl:, I was obliged again to get on
horfeback, and go on. Scarcely had the horfe
begun to move, when I was fhakcn from his back,
and fen fenfelefs to the ground.. Having revived,
I found myfelf in the cottage of a good-hearted
negro, who told me that my comrades were gone
on, but had left fome meal and dried flcfh for my
ufe. I could neither walk nor ftand, and at laft
found myfelf in a fever. I lay in dctpair on
the ftraw, and more than once wifhcd for death.
1 had be fides been brought out of the dwelling.
houie to the hut in which the goats lay. Fever
i:-J there unknown; and when the good people faw
me writhe my body under it, they thought I was
ill of a pcfiilential difcafe. Yet they did not
wholly defert me. J\ humane negro, f~eing me
drink a great deal of water, prepared me a decoc-
tion from roots and green leaves, which, though
difagreeably bitter, threw me into fweating and
Ileep, by which I was much refrefhed. For twelve
days I had twice a day a fit of the fever. And I

C c 3 believe
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believe that my recovery W3S chiefly owing to the
favourable efficacy of the negro's, decoction.

By converting with the people who carne about
me, I learned that the way to Wangara was very;
unfafe; that there were r~bbers' in the defart
through which we muft: pafs to it; and tl Wan-
gara was not fo I rge and fine a place as I had fup-
pofed. On the w 101e I concluded, that I could
rot now do better than turn back for a few
miles, and take the road to Bahah ra.

For my lodging and the little provifion I had
taken here, I gave the good-natured negro two,
florins, for which he returned me hearty thanks,
and prefented me with meal and a fine melon. A~
I went out, he was ~l[o'read ,and conducted me

". r I

over the mountain that I had paired the night be-
fore. At mid-day I came again to Yorny, ob.,
tained ~here milk and meal from my old hoft, and
then travelled farther to the north-weft,

During he two next days I raw no huts, but
had a tolerabl rO;1<;1, and found fruits of all kinds,
:1S well as here and there g~ocl fprings. This coun~
try fwarms with oltriches, whofe cO'gsare a fecu-
ritr to ~b.e traveller for a good dinner.

About
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.About five in the evening I reached fourteen ill.
built huts, where the inhabitants were dancing on
the feafi: day, and obtained perrniflion to ftay with
them. Without having ate or drank, I threw
myfelf down behind a hut, and flept till the next
morning, when I found rnyfelf covered. with a
goat's Ikin. !\ young man brought me fldh,
meal and milk, converfed with me whilfi I was
eating, and imparted to me very good tidings.
When I had t.old him that I was from Syria, (for
I changed the name of my country, lefi the fame
accident fhould" befal me as had done a little time
before) he faid, that when I came to Bahahara I
[hould find the caravans that were come from Sy-
ria. I thanked him for the news, and afked him
what I was to p:ly for my eating? He replied, that
they never permitted firfll1gci'S to pay here for any

'~.hing. He went aWJY aga'D, but ran back foon,
brii ging the agreeable intclligcr ce that two inha-
bitants of the place were travelling to Wohmy to
fetch falt, whelm I might, if I thought proper, ac-
company.

On th 8th, I ret off with thefe people: we tra-
vlled over a beautiful pl: in, but were very much
oppre{fcd by the heat, and arrived exccflivcly fa-
tigued at a village. At the firft huts we begged·
l\Jr a, night's lodging, and obtained our requeft

C c 4 immediately,
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immediately, but we found a very poor hoft, who
could not let us have, even for our money, either
victuals or drink. We gave him money, there-
fore, and fent him to the Dorifata, or judge, to
buy fome provifions of him. He [con brought
back flefh, meal, and alfo the money. We were
furprifed , but he told ~s, that the Dorifata had.
charged him to fay, that benevolence and hofpita-
Hty fhould be exercifed towards {hangers, that he
could not accept of payment, but that he fhould
be happy to fee his guefts if they could come to

him for ia few minutes. We vifited him next
morning, and then travelled three leagues farther
over eminences and hills, to Yandoka, a hamlet
vith about t~o. hundred houfes. Here I break-
fafted once more with my companions, of whom,
as they were to fray here, I took leave, and pro.
ceeded on my journey ~onC'. I foon reach d a
mountain that might be about fix lc gues in
length, and covered with date and cotton trees.
Upon th~s mountain I ftopped, as I found that I
could not for feveral hours reach the city of Baha-
hara.

On the loth, in the forenoon, 1 came to the
above-mentioned city, where I was inflantly taken
into cuflody by fix foldiers, and carried to the
~ng's refidence, He fent word to the guard th~t

.\5,
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.IS he could not fpeak with me this day, they
fhould convey me back again, and take good care
nf me. They brought me to a goat hovel, and
gave 'me food in abundance: On the next morn-
ing an order came to carry me to the King. I fol-
. lowed, and was introduced to him. As I entered,
{everal quefiions were propofed to me by one of
his Miniflers, * fuch as thefe: Why I was come into
the country? Whether I had brought any prefents
for the King? Whither Iwas going? and, Whe-
ther I was a chriflian ? I replied, I confidered my
mofl direct and fafeH: road to be through this
country. I am an unfortunate feaman, who has
~ofr all his goods, and not a chrifliun. I defire no
affifi:ance, except a night's 16dgin.g, and, if conve-
nient, meat and drink for a day: but if my prc-
fence is difagrceable to the King, I am ready to
leave the town immediately. Iobtained perrniflion
to {by, as the King himfelf intended to fpeak to
me, was then rc-conducted to my hu t, and provid-
ed with victuals and drink. Here I was very well
off till the J 4th: I ate, drank, and Ilept ; bu t now

... The King undcrfiood my language, but his ideas of great-
nefs oblized him, to fj)cak to me through the l'rinifter; he only
[peaks hy word of mouth to the officers and grandees of his
court. It was a very great proof of royal favour and, conde-
lccnfion that he: afterwards entered into perfonul eonverfatioa
¥ith me.

I myj
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my condition was altered. An officer fetched and
carried me to the flaves" huts, where I was obliged,
next morning, to get up very early, and, on the
.command of the ovcrfeer, t feed the horfes, then
..beat' the dates, and at Ian carry the hunting imple-
ments, which w rr-:1.fpear, two fufils, and a water-
veflel, to the wood. This was' my occupation for
a few days only, for as I was once carrying the
King's fufils to the wood, I examined them atten-
tively. Th Kipg obferving this, afked me what
I was looking at. I replied? to fee whcth r I
could not repair them, as they we~e at prefcnt in
a bad flatc. The leek had probably not been
cleaned out or oiled for feveralycars, and was co-
vered all over with ruft. The King, after look-
~ng ~arnemy at me, afkcd, whether I would put
his arms into a better condition? and on my con-
fcnting, he told me, that I fhould, on that very
ay, have another dwelling, and better acco~mo·

(lations.

It has peen mentioned before, that there are
people travelling round Bnhahara and the neigh-
bouring countries, whofe employment is to clean
and repair fire-arms; and it 1 lay hence be fup-
pored that 1 fhould find but, little occupation. "he
follow ing r .lation will rectify this miflake :..

Some
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Some years before my arrival, the King of Ha-
pu~ declared war againft the King of Bahahara,
and did him confiderable injury. The gunfmiths,
as I may here call them, had juft at that time put
~n good order the arms of the 1ail: King, and were
on the point of travelling farther. The King if.
fued a~lorder th: t they Ihould not depart, but te-
. main at his refidence, left they fhould clean and '
repair the arm~ of his enemy. But as they wou1d
fc~ ofl, after this order, fince rotl~n.g more was
to be gained in the place, the King ordered them.
~o ~e taken u '1 c~ft into prifon, and kept there
till the war was ended. From that time they
would never fet foot again in the kingdom, though
the King gave -them every poflible afiurance of fe-
curity. .

On the fame ev:ening a roomy hut was prepared
for me near the Ki ~.g'spal ceo I had victuals and
, I

drink wl cncver I r quired either, and a flave to
wait on me. I now took my own time, worked
~~my lcifure, but made myfelf of great impor-
tance by my work. On the third day I prefented
to the King the firf] piece that I had repaired, was
praifcd to the fkies, and difinifled with aflurances
of royal favour. A fhort time after, I was called
,again to the King, and inflructed to clean and re-f~~~t~ f Idlers' pieces, and to teach a ew {014

men



796-

diers how they might manage their arms them-
{elves. With r~fpca to the firfl: point, it was irn-
poflible for me to give a 1atisf::tCl:oryanfwer, but
I reprefented to the King ~hat as I could not make
new locks and fprings, I could not repair all,
tllOugh I . could mofl of the foldiers ' arms. He
condefcended to accept my reprefentations, and
defired me to do only what was poflible, as the
arms might Hill be ufed without lock or fpring~
I enquired' fame time after how this was done,
and learned that the foldiers who went with fuch
arms into the field, held either a lighted match 01."

a coal to the pan, and thus fired their guns~

My time pafled now very pleafantly ; I worked
when I chofe, and at lciiure hours walked about
the town, both to form acquaintance, and to learn
the manners, cufior L and uJ.;;ges of the country.
VrcfY often I accompanied the king to the chace,
and thus enjoyed a great deal of divernon. The
kind would frequently prefs me to take a wife,
and he did not teem difinclined to rcfign to me
one of his four hundred concubines; but I excufed
rnfelf, by ['lying, that 1 ha i already in my own
country a wife and thre children, whom with his
permiflion I would fetch and bring back with me
into his dominions. At the beginning of March,
1788, the King.5nformcll me, that the time drew

near,
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near, when, on account of thebadnefs of the water
at this feafon, he fhouklleaveBahahara and retire to
Zogo, where a canal, derived from the river Gam-
bia, fupplied the place with good and frefh water.
i[ could cafily perceive that I was to accompany
him, but I was determined, either with his leave,
or privately, to proceed on my journey. Two
days before the King's departure I received actual
orders to prepare for the journey, and to accorn-
pany his majefty. I thanked the King for his order
and his confidence, but petitioned, at the tame
ti111C, that he w uld permit me to prepare for my
~oUl'ncy home, that I might be able to return
to him before the rainy feafon. "How mimy
days jOllrney," Iaid the king, " are there to your
houfc ?"-" More than thirty," I replied.-" You
fhall then have two truf!:y perfons to accompany
yOU thither and back again."-" Your gracious
favour," I anfwered, "I cannot except, partly be-
caufe it would be impoflible for me to keep thefe
pcrfons on my jourucy, and partly becaufe their
arrival in my country would be much talked of,
and might 1110 C the King to {hut me in prifon, to
prevent me from returning: for I am under the
n('cefTityof keeping.i y own King's f;uns in order,
and cannot th .rcfore come away by day, but rouft
take an opportunity of 0 tting out of the country
pri vatcly )y night, to com hither ag:lin!' On this.

reprefcntation

INTERIOR OF AFRHlA.



reprefentaiion 1obtained perrniflion in 11110rttin e
to leave the country. On the i3th we marc led
out of Bahahara with the whole court, t! at is,
with twenty priefis, four hundred rnen on foot,
two hundred on horfeback, and about a hund~d
of the King's wive~.

Bahahara is about a league in lengtb, and three
quarters of a league in breadth, contains few houfes,
but a great many huts conftructcd wid firaw and
palm leaves, and plai cred aroun with mud.c-«
The town is furrounded with double palliiadoes,
contains a hundred temples, as wretchedly built
almofi as the huts, and four fireets, f r the huts
are placed in five rows. The palace is, as wen
as the other houfes, only one nary hiSh, It
very extenfive, for it occupies :1 fixth p:ut of th ...
to vn. It is furrounded by a wall) b lilt with flints
and Ilones, five feet hirrh, and thre feet wide, but
of very irregular conitruction. In the court-yard
ftand nine Ieparate buil lin b~' in w11ich rcfide t e
prieits, the concubines, and t C officers, (11 the
north fide of it i a 'I adranglc, furroundcd with
Dories, in: which the horfes of the l1igl.tly gu,rd
Iland at ni'ght. The king's rcfid nee is 01 the
'fouth fide, and coniifts of four apartments, which
might be taken fa flablcs. One of them I plaif-
tered with mud, and painted with a green col ur,

dra vn
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c1r:\wnfrom young palm leaves and tamarind juice~ ~.
which afforded the king inconcelveable pleafure,":
There arc two market-places in the town, the one -
near the palace for fruits and corn, the other on
thctwefi: fide-of the town for fifh, fowl and cattle. :
The traders, of whom there are ten or twelve,
have the Mondays and Wednefdays, according to
our divifion of the week, for: trading days, on
which they hang up their .warcs for fale on poles
ranO'cd·in-order. There are alfo two yearly mar-o ,
kcts, frequented by' foreign traders, from the dif-:
tance of twenty days journey: - ut as neither of
them was kept during my ihy in the kingdom, I
can fay nothing further about them.

Our mar h out of the towi and over the moon.
tafn "'·,\5 very flow, yet I could not conveniently
k ep up with it, £ r though I had the honour of'
going in the Iirf] ranks, yet as I was laden with
two fulils, a vcflel in which were three pots of
water, [am pieces or flc.fh, two tortoifes and very
nearly a bulh I of meal, and as the weather was
exceedingly hot, I was obliged to fit down upon a
frunc. My cornrad laughed at me, but were
rebuked by the on manding officer, who thought
that I was ill, and inftantly ai nouncca it to the
King. By his order my two fufils were taken
from me, and a horfe was given me, on which I

foon



foon recovered myfelf In the afternoon we ai:
rived at Kaharatho, where we found huts pre-
pared and every thing in order: twenty men had
been fent three days before to make the: necef-
fary prepara tio ns.

Kaharatho fcarcely deferves the name of a town,
for the huts are very ill confiructed, and the in-
habitants are too lazy to procure fufficient wood,
though it is only two leagues from them. Hence
they live in half tumbling huts, or frequently, as
I have feen, day and night in the open air. This
place is fituatedon a large plain, through which
runs the above-mentioned canal. At a diflance
beyond the plain are mountains, with fruit-trees of
every kind, on whofe fruit the inhabitants live all
the year· through. Fifh, land and water tortoife,
and fowl of all kinds, are found here in g eat-
plenty .

.Before I continue my narrative, let me here in-
fert lome account of this country, its conftitution,
manners, ufages, and other objeds on which I
made, during my fray in it, acrual obfervation •

This kingdom is nine days journey from Man-
gara eaftward, and twelve days journey wefiward:
from Tambuko, Its length from eafi to weft'. \

about
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about fix days journey, and from north to fouth'
three days journey d a half. It contains tl.zee
cities, Bahahara, the metropolis, which is in the
heart of the country: Mahoora, on the weftern
fide, and 'Kahoratho, on the north-eafl, about a
day's journey from the metropolis. The foil is
fruitful, and is here and there cultivated, There
are wild and tame animals, and fi:fh in very great
a.burtdance. The Gambia flows through a part of
the country to the north-eaft, and carries off the
water of two fin all lakes. On the mountains,
which go 'through the country, from the eaft to
the north-well, there are many fruit-trees, among,
which the date tree is the prineipal: and the val-
lies produce good pafiure for horfes, oxen and
g()ats~ In the waters and'rivers of this country.
there are, as geograph rs maintain, crocodiles. Of
the manners, cuftoms, and ufages of this nation
little need be faid, and even that may be thought
[uperiluous, fincc fo many perfons have defcribed
the manners and cullom of the negro Ilaves, who
arc carried into Afia and America, and make an
article of trade in this as well as the neighbouring
countries. The King is fupreme, his fubjects are
nt his difpofal, fo much fo, that he may even fell
rhcm." Next to him in importance are the priefls,

.,. Many of his fubjects, when they cannot find fupport in
their villages, betake themfelves to the 'ing, end work :IS !lave,

Dd fur
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but they cannot oppofe the King in any thing,
after he has decreed it. In every village there is
J. Dorifata, fupcrintendant, or judge, appointed
always by the King himfelf Each town has thre_x
judges: in gener'al officers, who if they ftand well
in the King's favour, very often decide at their
own dii;retion. The King's forces confifl of fix-
teen thoufand infantry, and three thoufand ca-
valry. The latter are in very bad condition, they
have nei ther bridles nor faddles for their horfcs,
but to guide them ufe a few firaps. There is a
traffic in dates, cotton and fkins, to Syomohatony,
fix days journey from Tamfiuko, and frill farther
by water and in caravans.

for their living. but they arc in general fold to the flave-dcalcr
.to make room for others,
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CHAP. XII.

YCiirney of the Autbor from Kaboratbb th,.rmgb the Vil-
IiIgesAbatamy, Gabmceb, and a Country without
Wotcr=-Dtfcription of the Bijong-fruit-Arrivalof
the Author at thefirJl Border-village of the Kingdom
of Houj[a, wfcre be is very ill-treated by the Samty-
goe/y.r,a NatIon of Robbers, one 0/ sobotn, botocvcr;
pro/ells him, andJets him forward to the Gambouru,
orRiver Niger-The Autbor comes to tbe Village
Congao, where be is[cizcd ana conveyed to Hou_l!a,
tbc Metropqli.r-At HOZfffa he is condudcd to the
King, and taken by him into the Royal Scrvicc-
-Some enfou.> Perfons try to ruin him i11 the
King's Favour; but he .flrengthcns himfelf in bis
Frienrijhip, by performingfomc Carpenters and Smiths
Work-Remarkable Example of the King's great
Love of Jllflice, by sabicb the Authol" cfcapcsfrom
Danger-By his Acquaintance in the crown, the Au-
thor gains In/ormation rifpC{liJlg the ncigbbourine
Nations.and makes hiJl!fclf arquointed with tbe Rood
to Great Barbory=-Dtfcription of tbc War between
ibc King of IIoJ!/fa and the Til?g of Wangara-The
HOl!f!ans prr.[s all to TV(l11,!;ara, tbe Metropolis, and
take it-crbe Author is on Eyc-,;(,};tnejs of the Battle

D d 2 -s-Conditions
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-C,;;zditions if Peace-Difcription if tbe City of
TYangara-Rcturn to H01!!lcl-Tbe Aut/Jor cfcapcs
out of tbrs Kingdom, and turns towards the Kingdom
if Feene, 'which is only at a 'diJlance oj thr-ee Days
Journey and a Quarter-All ample Defcription of

, Hor1!tz and the Royal R4ido'lIcc-'The Author trd-
oels, as a Gunfill:tb, tbrough the Villages if 'Jelly
and Pygoeijity to Fccne; where he repairs Arms,
for whicb he is suell maintained and paid-Here be
'i'1Jesfi:~MOllth~ vcry happily, and then travels to
Silla, with Infirumcnts ; Cloatbs ; and Pro'i.:ijion,
bcingfurnifhcd with Letters ofRecommendation, m

afmal] Caravan if the Country. .

ON the 17th of March I proceeded on my jour-
ney, The King made me a prefent of two

hundred fhells and forne provifion and ordered
two guidGSto attend me. I turned to the north-
eafl ov r a mountain, bordering on the plain, in
which Cahoratho is tituated. I flopped a little
time only in Abatamy, but pafied the night at
Gahrnech, whcr n y guides left me. On the fol-
lowing day I did nut find a fingle village in my
road, and m)' lodging for the night was on a {harp-
poin ted rock. Bot h here and farther on there was
abundance of fruits and eatable roots, but there
was a great wan t of water. I fearchcd the vallies,
and. the d~ft in the rock', but not a drop of water

was

,
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was 'to be' found; fo that I was forced to travel on
to the 23d without feeing an individual, or obtain-
ing any water. On that day I faw a few huts, and
joyfully haflencd to them, but found them unin,
habited- The inhabitants had forfaken them on
.account of the want of water, and had taken up
their l;cfidence for forrte time in another part of the
country, Hence I turned more to the eaH: than
to the north, to go round a mountain which was
to the north of me, and came about evening 'to a
lr>eautiful weod, where I found all forts of fruit,
particularly the bijong,;I« with which I fatisficd my
hunger and quenched my thirft, I made a fire and
laid myfclf down by it, but was difturbed in an
hour by' the vifit of fix men; who had been fitting
not far 'from me, and on feeing the fire, had come
forward to examine by whom it ',"as liphted.
The fct themfelvcs down by me, and informed
me they were the inhabitants of the huts which I
had found forfaken, and that they had made other

• This fruit is like quinces, has a red colour, fweet taite, and
is of the fiLe of a hen 's e~r.. The infid«, which is of a pale
T~d and mealy, has no feed in it. The tree producing this fruit
hus a white bark, large ircular leaves, and Ilrong branches like
our 0:1 lrs, The inhabitants of the cOllntry I~:ake mats of the
leaves for the covering of their huts; they dry the fruit in the
fun, fcrn~)e t~lemfine, and make cukes of th i\" dufl,

D d 3 huts
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huts behind the wood, and were come hither: te
gather fruit. They remained with me, and in
the morning Ifollowed them to their huts, where
the firft thing I afked for was water, which I ob-
tained in abundance." It was brought from the
river Gambouruv, at a little diflance from the huts,
Here I enquired which road I Ihould take, what
nations I Ihould find, and whether I could travel
fJfe1y. They advifed me to keep on the north fide,
and I followed their directions. A little hill was
before me, which I afcended, and here I found f(J.
mar y fcorpions, that at every ftep I trod on fome of
them. ·1 had turned a little too far to the north,
weft, and about evening carne to a village, which I
might have reached by noon. As I faw no inha-
bitants before the huts, I prefumed that they were
forfaken, and W:,l3 going into one of them; but on
my frepping in, two negroes jumped up and made
an attack on me. Icried out.I ran, but they did not
dcfifl till they had knocked me down, and then
they quitted me. As foon as I had a little reco-
v 'red, I took courage and limped lIowly on to ano-
ther hut. Here I found a young girl, who feerned
to take pity on me: I {hewed her my back and
I?Y loins, which were bloody, feized her hand, and

,. This is the river Niger, which here 91)es by iuI!ff te!.,t
nam .'
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made every gefture to excite compaflion , for nei-
ther the girl nor the barbarians, who had ill-treated

\

me, underflood my language. She pointed to me
to flay where I was, then ran out, fetched her fa-
ther, and brought me in a piece of dried fleih. The
old man fpoke a few words. to his daughter, and
qudlioned me by figns, whence I come, whither I
was going, and what I wifhed to have? He winked
at me, but his chughter took me by the hand and
Jed Inc to the hut. All the inhabitants now affcm-
bled, fome making figns, as if they would again
Oe:l.tme; but the old man prevented them, and
led me into the hut, where I [pent the evening, with
JlO fmull anxiety for the future. Before the other
inhabitants of the village were up, the old man
conduCl:ecllne to the ri vcr and ferried me over in a
boat, made of two trees, Hripped )f t hc bark and
tied together ~

This village, as I learned afterwards, does J10t

belong: to the kinrrdorn of Bahahara, but to HOUa:1 .
....J t)

The inhabitants being borrlcrcrs, they are for the
nwf1: part r bb rs, living firH: at ·one phce then a~
:111otll'er, and are calk 1 Samty-gocty. They were
forLlerly {bbjc(' s of the kingciom of Gratuhgi
(Kaugha), hut were thence driven :l\\";1_Yon ac-
count of rh ir robberies. They) -fIefs no C\ttl ,

have no knowledge of igriculture, and muft lead
D d 4 miferable
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miferable lives; for they never fet out on their
plundering excurjions, till, they are compelled by
hunger. The Houfians, to whom I came after-
wards, were much afioniihed that I had efsaped fq
well from thefe robbers; for travellers, they told
me, were. frequently murdered by them, Thcip
number amount' to fifteen hundred [0\11s. They
1jlve thernfe ves no trouble to bring lip children,
but fell them, and Heal others in their Head who
arc grown up~

On the zrith I faw two more villages, but I avoid-
ed them, afFuaged my hunger with fruit, and, at
night, flept in a tree, tha I might not fall a prey to
the lions, whom I heard roaring OIl ali hies.

After a walk of fome hours, I came to Congao,
a village inhabited by Houflans, who would have.
pr hibited my ntr: nee, on a fufpicion, that I
w s the forerunner of the flave-Ii calcrs. When
they heard, however, that I could not fpeak their
hnguage, and therefore could not be one of tJ1C
robbers, they co dueled me to a gO::l.ts' hovel,
where, whilfl they were foddering the goaL, I got
tome meal and .nillc, When the goats were
driven out the next morning, I would have quit-
ted the hut, b it was thru:tl 'back, a id the door
barred againfi me. About mid-day ~ an old mal,

opened
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opened the door, looked at me attentively, and
then by figns ordered me to follow him. Whe:q
we came to his hut, I found there about an hun;
dred men collected, who queflioned me by figns
J,\~hithcrI was going, whether I had money, ~c.
kc. I endeavoured by :fig~ to anfwer thefe
quefrions, ~nd to excite their compaflion, Ihewed
ihem my back and my loins, which '~vere black and
blue, from the blows I had received from the rob-
bcrs. T lis produ ed an effect, for they brought
me fome tortoifc, milk, meal, and fruits; but
in an hour after I was obliged to return back tomy
hovel.

On the zSth of March, before day-break, four
men armed with fpears came to my hovel, gave
me r cal and water, with which I filled my ottle,
l1Dd then ordered me to follow them. As refiflance
would have been vain, I took up my Jitt ,ggage
and followed them. We travellc to the north-
eaf]; over a plain, where we faw lome fcattered vil-
bgcs, but did not go ncar them. At mid-day we
r ,ftc l by a lake, that had been dried up; then
af ende a mountain covered with fruit trees and
long grafs, and on il1c other fide came own to
Joomako, a village containing forty-four huts,
where, e paflcd the night together in the fame
hut, By the app aranc and gcflures of the inha-
. bitants,
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bitants, I could perceive that they pitied me, and
they gave me to underftand that' I :fhould have no
reafon to complain of my defiiny. I was fo ex-
ceedingly tired, that I could not take a rnorfel of
food, which was brought in great abundance, but
fell afleep, Early in the morning we continued
our journey, but I was Coon obliged to fit on the
ground, as my feet were {ore, and the negroes
walked very faft. They had pity on my fituation,
made bandages for my feet, and walked flower. I
followed and kept up with them till the evening.
At the fourth village we came to thi day, we to k
up our quarters for the night, and foon went to
flecp. This village, called Zooto, confifls of about
fi.xty huts, and is fituated on a fruitful plain, about
three leagues from the river Niger; and here barley,
Indian corn, and gourds are raifed, On the next
morning they gave me [orne ointment for my
fwellcd feet, and 04t of compaflion for me, refl:cd
till mid-day, when a dinner W:1.S got ready for us,
c:onfifiing of p;ourds drefled in Okonnota fl~ce •

--- - ---_
* This fnuce i. of a pale ~'r(cn colour, and is made from

berri s, about the fize of our cherries. They arc pl'dfcd, and
then the juice is boil d ~o u I}'rup that i, not ill-taficd, This
f ·ntp is uteel inuead of butter or "Teale, in cakes ami other
things, The tree, which produces the berries, is like the nr-
tree, and, ire m the bottom to the top, ili90ts out branches and
Icwc~ obliquely, It be.us the whole year round boll\ bloflorn
..nd fillit.

Th~
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'This difh is coniidered as a very great delicaCf~
trut I was not fond of it, for it melted before I
could get a morfel into my mouth,

After dinner we fer off again and climbed 'a
[mall mountain, f1'0111 whofe top we faw a beauti-
ful pbin ly iIlt} below us, with Houfla at adiih.nce
in the back ground, and near to us the great river"
the Niger. Here the country feemed to be en-
tirely changed :as far as the eye could reach,!
Iaw huts, houies, charming groves, paftures with
goats, horfes and camels; befides men on foot and
on horieback, cng,t?;ed in various employments,
This Ipot, I may hirly aflcrt to be one of the moil
be, utifnl countries, or rathcl: the moil beautiful
country in all Africa. It \\'(\S a gocd hour's walk
from the hill to the Niger, which we intended to
p,dti over; but fix Moors ill the Ofikatho, or ferry-
hode, gave a prohibition to the ferrymen, would
have i~nt my c nductor: back, and detained my-
felL While the; vcr queflioning me, as I did not
underfbnd their hnguJg- ,I co il l make no anfwer,
but rcrnainc 1 Iilent. This f rengthened their-
t)pinion that I was a Chrifl:ian; an they told my
(.;onclu :tors, as I W3.S afterwards informed, that
1:h y \v uld not permit me to enter into the city.
My comrades w uld willi g y have had me fent
~);...ckag:lin, but the reward would then be loll

which
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which they-expected to receive hom me; th you ..
jecred, therefore, to the propofition of the Moors,
and at !aft a capitulation took place: our con due-
tors were fent over the river to the little town
Boofu, and I was in cufl:ody detained by the Moors,
Here is a guard always Iiationed to take notice of
fufpicious people, who wifh to crofs at this ferry l

and to fend then'} in cuiiody to the King. The
guard is not, however ,faithful to its trufi, for they
fometimes take a man for themfelves, and fell
him to the {lave-dealers; or fend the Chriflians
whom they Ieize, to the coaft , to the Chriitian
traders, and thus gain a confiderable fum for their
ranforn.

On the following evening, our rncflengers came
back, attended by three armed Moors on horfe,
hack, who were to be our cfcort ; and at day-break
they conducted us over the river, where each perfon
is obliged to pay fix zirnpo for his fare. v.Ve foon
c me to Boofu, a frnall lively town, containing
about two hundr d houfcs, and a hundred huts,
and fituated ab tit half a day's journey from
IIouffa. Here the caravans which go from H()ufTJ~
Feclle, Silla and Tarnbuko, to Wangara and the
kingdom of Mohopharo, flop to lay in provifions,
and fodder for their hortes, which are much
cheaper here than at Houfla. W t: were carried to
the Ahomokoni, or judge who firft entertained

):LS
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WI hofpitably, and then quellioned uie, by an inter.
preter, on the purpofe of my journey. When I
had anfwercd his queftions, he endeavoured to
make a bargain with my conductors, to whom he
oflered fix hundred zimpo for my perfon, that he
might afterwards fell me at a much higher rate for
a nave: his offers were rejected, and they appealed
to the King's order, that all foreign travellers Ihould
be brought before him. We were now to be
efcorted farther, by fix perfons with arms, and
brought to the. 'metropolis, to the King. The
difiancc was three German miles, hut the way did
not fcem tedious to me, as people were confiantly
paffing us, and various objects excited my atten-
tion, It was quite dark when we entered Hou1fa,
which is fituated on a hill, and may be feen from a
vcry grcat diflance, The King had retired toreft,
and we were obliged to fray at the guard-houfe,
where W • were very well entertained, and particu-
larly with fome excellent goat foup,

About eight o'clock in the morning, we were
brought to the palace, and prcfcnted to the King.
lie put fevcral qucflions to me; and my travels,
of which he wifhed for a circumfiantial account,
interefled him particularly. To convince him that
1was Hot a Ipy, and to [Hi 'fy his curiofity, I drew
my journal out fron my waiflcoat, and related to

him
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him idea paffages; fuch as I thought would give '
him the moft pleafure. The interpreter wrote on
a piece of wood various matters of intelligence,
which he then delivered to the King; who after '
reading them, ordered that victuals and drink I

·fuould be given to me; that I fhould be kept in his
houfc as a fervant, and provided with Il; robe.
This was infl:antly done, and I laid afide my fhccp-
{kin and waificoat. The robe was, according to
the cufl:om of the country, made very long, and of
-a reddifh linen; and the number of royal fervants
.was encreafcd, by my admiflion, to eighty perfons,
'Our employment was chiefly to attend the King
.daily, twice to the temple, and once to the place
whence he iffued his orders; and when he went
(Jut of the city, we fupported his chair by turns:
for the laft purpofe, eight perfons generally were
employed, fo that after ten weeks, each man's
turn came round again. After 1"had been there
a fortnight, the King was plcafed to take a journey
to Boofu, and to make feveral vifits from that
place. For this journey I was to prepare myfclf,
as my turn was come; and it gave me great un-
eafincfs, as the bearers arc accuflomed to go on a.
trot. At firfr, I went on very well, but as no halt·
was made, I became fo weak and tired, that I fell
to the ground. The Moors, my comrades, would
.havc raifed me up again; but as 1 could not help

m}.fclf.



INTERIOR OF .4.Fll..ICA. -liS

; lJqr[df, they drew their poles' from the 'Chair, and
were going to beat me. I began to cry outvehe-
mently that the King might hear me, who ordesed
them to Ilop, ..made flrlcr enquiries into the matter,
and ordered one of the Moors who attended him
on horfeback, to difmount, give me his horfe, and
take my place. ·flus drew on me the hatred of
feveral of the attendants, but, out of reverence to
the King, they kept it fecret; particularly as they
obferved that he treated me with kindnefs. After
an e.x:curfionof fix weeks the King returned back
to his refidcnce, and on his departure, gave orders
rhat I fhould not be a bearer, but accompany him
011 horfcback: 1 did fo, as he ordered, and on my
return gave back the horfe. As no work was given
to me,l made a little employment for myfe1f, and
particularly ufed to vifit a man engaged in carpen-
ters and joiners work, who was very happy to fee
me, as he was in hopes of gaining from me much
infirucrion. I made at his houfe a four cornered
table and abo.'; not indeed fo WCUllS an European
joiner, for Ihad not the ncceflary inflrumcnts, but
ufed a knife inflend of a hiflcl, and ftones inftead
of a fine plane. After I had gone about ten times
backwards and forwards to this man, the King fent
for me, and prohibited my walks in future into I

the city 1 for fufpicions had hem excited againft
me, and they had endeavoured to perfuade him,

that

,



that f eouid not have any good intentions. I ex»

culpated myfe1fby faying, that I had done nothing
arnifs, and had gone occafionally to the carpenters;
merely becaufe I "las one of that trade.' This
pleafed him, and he replied, that, as Iwas a. car-
penter, he would give me employment. I under-·
took it, and he ordered immediately wood to be
brought, and gave me perrniffion to fpend two
hours every day in the city. i made a cheit firft
for the King with eight drawers, and then a [mall
cabinet, which I painted with red and yellow;
both pieces gave him the utmofl: fatisfaction, for
he was continually looking at them, fending them
firft to one place then to another, and putting in
vi' taking out fomething. I next' made three pair'
of knife and fork handles out of bone, with filver
rings, on which I engraved fame letters of his
name, M. H~Y. (Maohaouifary), and poliihed the
whole as well as I could: thefe he received" ith
heartfelt fatisfadion, and promifcd that I fhould
{oan be rewarded.

One feaft-day I petitioned for leave to take a
walk before the town, to look around me, and the
king not only granted my requefl, but gave me a
pafs,whah was a frick of,wood with the royal arms,
half a tYber engraved on it, and added, that I might .
ftay away till fun-fer, when I was to attend him to the

temple.
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temple, I now went out of the north gate, towards
Wahafua, a village about a league from the city:
as I drew ncar to it, three men came from it on
horfcback, and directly up to me, taking me for a
deferrer, and faying, that I Ihould immediately re-
turn to the city, or they would cZl:ry me thither
hound as a prifon r. On my refufal they alighted
fron _thcir horfes, and attacked me with their
arms. I{hewed them my pafs, which they feized,
then tied my hands, fixed me between two horfes,
and fo dragged me into the city to the king. He
was told that Ihad intended to run, away, but had
fallen into their hands. The king was aftonifhed, as
he had given me a pafs, which he now demanded;
and they put it into his hands, faying they had
taken it from me to prevent me from putting my
ddi'gns into execution. One of them infi:antly in-
vented fevcral falfchoods, aflcrted that I nad at-
tacked them, and th ...like. 1 faid not a word, but
fimply liflcncd to th ir accufations. The king 'was.
flruck with my conduct, and now afkcd me whe-
ther thcfc ~omplaint' were well-founded. I excul-
pated my !I If, appealing to the liberty which had
been allured to me in ti1e pafs ; and I repr fcntcd
to him, that as I \,'ctS not well a u.iintcd vith the
]

, • • 1 t 1. 1 'I' 'f"',tJ'gU<H~'l', til\.. c peop 'ltU~"l prOl1aO y nave rm -
undcrftood me, all l mifc CiT d that I had af-
frOl ted t li 'r!~. The king was very mild during

E c tl c
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the whole examination, and feemed particularly
defirous to give me confidence. At Ian he gave
orders that I Ihould be taken into cullody, and
that the chief accufer fhould fray till the next day

t •

to fcc the manner in which I was to be punifhed,
I was wretched in the extreme, thought that my
death drew near, and had not got a wink of flecp,
when four foldiers on the following morning came
to me, with orders to follow them. All the way
I went, I fa v people moved with pity for me;
but here and there ferne were £tanding, who fccmed
to rejoice at my fate. On the place where I was
to be punifhed, thirty foot foldiers, and twenty ca-
valry had formed a circle, in the middle of which
was a: buffalo's hide firetchcd out, and near it flood
fix young men, of whom two of the firongefr had
twilled thongs in their hands. I trembled from
head to foot, and was very near fainting, as I ex-
pectcd either death or a very fevere flogging. As
loon as the king arrived with his officers, he or.
dered the principal accufer to be called, who fprang
into the circle with great vivacity and plcafure.
The 1.1ngnow queftioned me whither I was goiug ?
[ anfwercd to Wahafua. >II< Where did you find

-------
• 'I'l.i is the way to Feenc, by which many people efcape

lri\;.te~y ut of thi cuuntly.
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this fl:Llnp;,::r? [aid he to the accufer , W]lO ali-
fwcrcd, Oil the \Va,' fide behind Wahafua, In an
an iniiant the king ordered him to be fl:ript, to be
thrown on the buflulo's hide, and to receive a hun-
tlred lafhes on his belly. Everyone was aiionifhed
that the punillnncnt deiigned for me, fliouid be
:lnigllccl to the complaincr , but they were fcon
better infiructcd by the kin~;'s fpecc!l: " Let no
one deceive me, or act unjuHJy by a {hanger, or
endeavour to bring down upon him unmerited pu~
nifhment." The wretch was forthwith driven away,
and Icnt beyond the borders of the country: I was
placed in his office, and had his horfe. The king,
J.lOW informed me how it happened that he had
difcovered the> exile's criminality. He had ob~.,
fcrved that this was the fame man, who on the
journey to Eo fu, had alighted from his horfe, and
"\V:lS ubliged to be a chair-bearer in my room. He
Lad per civcd alfo, that this man looked malici-
ou lly and Icornfully at Inc, and had thence inferred
that the complaint was hiJ out f revc::nge. His
two con rades, WhOl~1 he examined ih'icl:Jy, con-
JinTIcd his iufpicion.

1 n w undertuck to petition the king for leave
to depart; but lie would not ccnfcnr , [ryiT'g, ) ( U
') nil obey my or lers, The ]\hii,l.lly (an UI e'er
ifcer) of tl c Moors th n t ,ok me with him, SW~

, C l u
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up to me my liorfe, with a haltcr , and a goat-fk.in
inflcad of J. faddle, at which I was aflonifhed. As I
l'erceived that I could not eafily accommodate my-
felf to this' furniture, but fhould probal.ly expofc
myfclf to great danger, I refolved to beg the killg
either to let me proceed on my journey, or to place
me at lcafl in [orne other oflice. On the following
morning I was to appeal' before liim : he afked me
infiantly wh tlier I could fide, to which I anfwcrcd
ill the negative, You mull: 1car.n then, he faid, for'
I have thought of a better place for you, if you
will fray with me. I was afraid now to P titian
again for my departure, as he oppofed it, and
talked of my longer fray; for if I had been fire-
IlOUS in my petition, I Ihould l~3.v· run the rifque
of being rent to his brother-in-law, Scomahaty, oil<

where I could not depend on many dl) s' good
tr atrnent. I refigned myfelf to my fate, deter-
mined to take the firf] opportunity of efcaping, and
I iarncd to ride in a. fhort time, that is, to fit faft
n 1 1y 1101'[c whiHl r was hading and firing my

bun. r \\':1::; in atten lance about the king's p rfon

King of Zanfura, who was a man ofa vcry crud diCpotltion ••) lis prefcnt wife was fiflcr to the Kingof Haou{[,\, and u·jide!!.
bel' he kppt four hundred concuhincs, of wh lIl1, rLlch as nn
lun~l.r pi aled him W re f,l<I to the Ila -c-dculcrs, ami in tl eir
pla ·c other were Iougl t for in the country.

when-
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when he was carried ut, or rode on 111S urcato
camel, which was led by four perf ODS ; the ref} of
the time I employed in cutting-little trifles, or
gQin:_:' about the town to make enquiries concern-
jJ;P' the ncizhbourinz nations.

c..') v ;~

Twice the caravans from Vireft Barbary pafled by
in their road to Wangara, whi .h I would \/irillingly
Imve joined, but I could not accomplifh my pllr~
pofe. I I" a e an acquaintance now with the riclief];
trader in the town.twhofe name W:lS Koobi, who
ko. t on foot conflan ly two carav: ns, with a hun-
dred and fixty bcafts of burdcn , and feveral Ilavca,
and ... as a 111:111 of cor.fidcrahlc h- ilincfs. "One of
his 11 ves, a f< cctious ,(1iYe young man, enter-
(ain 1 me fOlTIc6!11CSwith the account of his tra-

vels; and fr rn him I obtained the route of the
j iurney int Great Barbary. The r;liny fea[oa
1l()\V came on, ill \ ..,. . ich the ljng never went O\lt,
.s 'pt merely to the temp] , or to oive his orders

in the C 11'l of the palace. l113d thus lore time
to make fccret pi' parations for my efcape, ex f-

iling inyfclf in the pronunciation of the difficult
Vi or ls in the la gungc :lJlcl learning, from the
abo c mention d il;1' c, the moil ufual expreflions
in the hngu:l' of the neighb uring 'nati j]~.

Duril I)' thi'i inter' I, the king -[11('\\, d 11-e a fum,
of whi h t11C bult-"nd was broke.n, and afked me

E e 3 \~-hether
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whether the carpenter of my acquaintance, 'N 5

Ikilful enoEgh to make another. I replied th: t 1
would {hew him t;lC flock, and takil]g it with me, 1·
made a new Hock, which r pleated the ki_.g, that
he made 11l:: a prcfcnt of fifty zimpo. '

_i\t the end of the rainy [t.afl)ll I w; S dctrrruincd
to flip ;J:W1Y i rivat .ly , but 111Y rnrl'ofc \\,:15 fruf-
tr2kd, as war broke out between Illy king and the
kin cf ,\Yanr;:tr:t. '\ Vc t(~o~< the fl Id firft, ar.d
O1H army was muflercd by the r rth of July. As
the; rainy fcafon was not entirely gonc by, our rol.·
dicrx were bligcd to march half the clay up to tllt'ir
bo lie: 111water, but they were chearful, ~\J~Jill
]Jl:~h j~lilits. '11:e kinE; of V\T~ng:ra could not C01,-
ceivc it F .1liUc for our ;·mrJ~' t ) ; 1 an C thr ugh
...allies flEe 1 v,;itL water into 1 is territories; hut
11:; 1.',':-::J r:lt:l:d,.crl. Our kinr; alfo made UD": if an
a~tii; 'C, In;:r the k;nr; of \V;~n6~~rnr.;ight net Iil-
cove;' th 1>1;;r11 0': on: an!)),.

1 t1 C 22 l J JuJ,-, :.J'()\.:t mid-day, an ofliccr (;L

h ;,(11) arne he 1 \.h: 'llemy, glLlrdcd by four
l\loors, to I-hc ll:ctrCJpo~is, with a 1 Jaratioll of
war. T lis was ,\vr:ttcn on fmall white 1JL1d~ of
kc Ul~i- ,- )\1 cl flmnd two polc~. On ddiv rinp.;
t;i rn, J: > aLld'd, that L1l: kin?; hi, ma~1:T would
*'0 ) f;:v.:il then l;;'..cl- ~~S;In. Our king received it

111
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in 1gracious manner, treated the officer mort hof-
pi tably ; but gave fecret order" for his army to be
prepared to march, and then told the officer, that
when the water had retired from the plains ana
"allies, he would carry the poles back, or in other
woid£, begin the war.

On the 23d, before fun-rife, the infantry marched
onwards, and was followed, at noon, by half of the
cavalry. The hoflile oflicer wifhcd alfo to retu rn
on this day, but the king defired him to fray, 'and
promifed to accompany him on the day following,
that he might not be infulted.

On the. :l4th at nOOI1, the king marched with
his officers a'nd the herald, and took me with him,
in his body guard. On the firf] day we carne to
Taahafa, a little town, with about two hundred
huts, where five hun Ired Moors Joined us.

On the 25th w pafled over the Niger with {orne
Iofs, for w ould n t prevent the drowning of
twenty men in the waves, the river being very.
much fwollcn, and the ca alry, hich could not be
ferried over, w rc obli cd to fwirn thr{)Ugh on
horfcback, We that day reached Maatoh , a v 1-

lage with forty huts, in the valley through which
Lhc Niger Ilows,

E e 4. On
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On the zrith and 27th v:e marched over a chain of
mountains to the eaft, and came at mid-dayto Cra-
hoto, the Gulden Mountain. Here we halted, and
the herald was fent back to his King with the I ic:!~
fage, that King Maohoufiary was coming with an
force to pay him a viiit in his own country. 1'.s
far as Cahfuto, a little town in vVangara, the herald
was efcorted by a guard oftwenty men. As foon
as he was gone, news was brought that the infantry
was' now upon the enemy's ground, 'waiting for
farther orders.

An Europe; n army, except that which Buena-
parte led over the lofty mountains of Switzerland,
would never attempt what I here Ltw done by
troo s without difciplinc, We had now again be-
fore us the two monfhous range of mountains,
",,:h'eh we h: 1 already climbed over by another
way, and here the pafl~1.6ewas far more difficult and
ab -u2t, fo that I really thought it impofliblc to
conquer it; hut I D1W that done, which I thounht
coi.ld nc cr have been executed. At day-b - uk
the Kinrr iflucd his orders to the officers, an 1 in
half an hour the cavalry, with U', t ok its I oj},
fhook their firclocks, and raifcd an immcnfe Ihour,
which was r .cchocd by the mountains. They
cried out-Opt !.yllgO, Lcato ar_jU/aty (d ath and hell
ihall not deter us): they ruihcd 11 the mountains

• 1

inf'tantly,



~nfranLly, pieces .ofrock tumbled down , but not a
1 '1-'1 1 ' J"Lnl:~n was Hurt. ie royai tents WT;_-en cw flruck,

~d;d it: W?,,:-; my turn to climb up the mountain. 1
\l\) oj· 1 1, horfc, and with zreat difficulty n,:ached
~,.i1 ..' c")

the -op. The King felt quiet upon his camel, •
fmokcd a pipe of tobacco, and was not in the leail
difcompolc;'.4_

A new (1).. acle -prefr-ntcd i::1;.::lf:for at the bot-
tom of the mountain 0'1. the other fide, an arm of
the river i.(rcrwas to be paued over. The kiric

0· 0
rc.l1);L·11ed on his camel, which was gui.ded by Ilaves
jiNin :ninr-;, and they palled through in fafety. I
foll we 1on horfcb.u.k, and was cquail T fortunate;
vet If It 0TC:lt pain in rily feet, for the ords that-I
.fed inftc.id 0 Itirrups had rub be 1 the _G;:_11l

from my {cf't, and the blood flowed from them.
\! Ic had now the fccond mountain to climb over,
and luri11g this arduous tafk evening dofed upon
us ; "L1.t on hof1:.iJcgr und, at the foot of the l110Uli~

t.rin , we 1 altcd ' ~U1dpitched our camp. At two
lenzues diflan x; from us we raw cloud of fmoke
.md fire, raife t by the infantry, which had marched
(l wa 'ds, and wa: alr ady employed in plundering
dcftroying, and burning. In our carnp this excited
grca.t joy, \ Thi h wa ditplayed in Ihouts and.
longs. On II c next morning powder and Iiones,
infkad of ball, wcr diltributc 1 thro 19hout the

• W]IOlt
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..vholc ca:-np, to fervants, flaves and foldiers, and
even to the priefts, that we might refifr any attack
which, however, w-as not expected, At !llld-day'
(ixty-two prifoners were brought in, and th en
conveyed farther in our rear. The fate of thcfe
people I light w 11 raife pity and cornpaffior , for
they WC1"e rnifcrably treated; rome were {hot,
others cut down, others wounded with fpcars ; all
were naked, for every thing had been ftript off
them, and their huts were burnt to afhes,

Here were neither hofpitals, nor furgeons, nor
preparations, of any fort, for the care of the
wo:..rnded , and when the prifoncrs complained
of their pains, wept and 11Ow1ed, by the king-'s
particular favour they burnt their wounds. \Ve
marched on very :!lowly, for we 'only this day aT-
riv d within two le~gucs ofKahfuto, where we en-
camped :tgain. Through the whole night a liring
"was heard, and OffiCCTS were continually coming
with reports to the king, of which I learned no-
thil12,"' At day break ;). hundred of our army
were bro ght in wound d, and thirty of the
n my prifoncrs. v..r e now heard that the main

army vas attacking Kahfuto, which was obili-
nately defended by the c en y. Our flaves were rent
off to r inforc the anny, but they were not want-
ed, for the)' had fcarccly been gone :111 hour when

we
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we faw the flames arife from Kahfuto, and foon re-
ceived the intelligence that the enemy had retired,
after fettil1~ the town on fire. We now advanced,
as the mai 11 army was marchnig on, and the 'whole
day we had a bad way through thickets, and oyer
land), pluins, and fiw fev~ral villages burning.

1"Vcencamped by the river Emog, on whole o~
polite fide was the main arn:.y. This river runs
hom the north and flows fouthward, through the
whole land of \Vangara. Here we found ourfelves
uncc mfor tably fituatcd, for the plain near the river
'as h .rc andthere Hill under water; e_~y~

nothing hut [lime and mud under our feet, and we
could not light a fire, much Ids take any re-
P\)[c. On. the right hand inJced there was a high
hill, but we ould not turn thither, as we wiihed
to keep up a clofe connection with the main army.
They who had horfcs fat the whole night upon
them, as tl e only way of getting any refi. At day-
break \ 'C W rc ferried over the river and marched
towards the metropolis. As 100n as the enemies
<trmy appeared in fi3ht, the bagr,'age was fent into
the r ar, under the guard of forty {laves, and fifty
foldiers, and the king took upon himfclf the com-
man 1of the arm)" and advanced. After a few
hours the attack COl rmcnc d with a Ihouting and
howling on both fides, fa that we ourfelves were

alan led
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alarmed OJt it. Our army, which had not relied
for fame days, was feveral times driven back, bu t

it always returned to the attack. The battle re-
mained undecifivc till the evcni g, at one time
our arr:1y at another that of the enemy retreat 9-,;
'h;t at l:::ngth, when 11igllt carne on, our J.rrr~y t ok
pon' ffi 11of the field, a! d the enemy retreated into,
the city, We took: two hundred prifoners, but
our plunder was inconfiderable, The brunt of the,
war W:lS now over; for in the whole enemy's coun-
try there were no more open plains, where both
armies could oppofe each other; nothing but
thickets, woods, fmall vallies and mountains, co-
vered the whole country.

I 0 ferved that both armies were entirely unac-
quainted with tactics, and that every thing de-
pended on courage and fuperior ill' ngth. The
battle Jailed feveral hours, yet in all that time our
people, and probably the enemy, fcarccly fired
twenty times. The army drew back every time
the P'U!l were charged, an then advanced again:
there was alfo a wan t of powder. '\IV e rcftcd tWOI

days, and as, on the third, no offers of peace arrived
"'\'C advanced farther. \ c now laboured under a
£i arcity ofprovifion , that which we had br ugllt
with us bcinz confumed, and in the enemy's coun-
try none ,.1 to be found. Hence the king iffued

a pro-
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a proclamation, that it was not advifeable to retreat
for provifion, and that he who wanted food mufi
advance farther with him, and conquer the metro-
polis. What a king docs the army mufr do alfo ;
and y.re advanced, and we marched the whole of
that day and half of the night without finding any
nouriflrment for either 11'2n or horfe, At dav-
break we were frill a league from the city ~ 'vhi~h
we could fee very plainly , everx way that we
turned our eyes men were to be feen in multitudes,
'either of our own, or of the enemy's army. Our
troops ","ereto make the attack, but the enemy an-
riciputcd us by fuddenly rulliing down upon us
from a hill which furrounds the city on the north
fide, and the battle commenced with the utmoft
impctllofity. The fight raged on every fide, and
we fhould hav been loft, if the Moors had not
fought heroically, and (It lafl prdTed on and taken
poiTcfiion of the city. As foon as they had entered
it they Ient an c. pr Is to the king to give him the'
;i 111elf genet'; and we r ceivcd orders inflantly to
dp.r~c, and t follow the I-ing into the city. \:V e
foll wed .O) full y, t'xpcCtjng to find provifion for
m::l 1at J horfe, but we were deceived, for not the
le:lll. p::;. '6:-1:: rem; i!wll; th, t hich the fugitive
ii II;bizunr could l'l!" (,!,'J Yawav 'ith them, and
"'.':1;1' n'm;;.il cd ):1 J :~il~i:i~'i r thor'who fraid be-
l,iJld \\'.)3 conf me.l by r I~l!.of our army as fuit

took
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took pofrd'Eon of the plarc, :mtl who had kt the city
on fire on the north fide. The kins gave inftarrt<) ~

orders that the fire ihould be cxtil:gui lhcd, and
then took cou del wi th his office 1":; what fa rth er
fieps i110uld be purfucd, I took up my lll:J.rten i11
the former dw ·Iling of :111 officer, where I found
every convenience except what W:1:) ncccffrry for
the Itornacli. For thofc indeed who 11:1(1had no
Ihare in the plundering, J. little meal was diftri.
buted, but this was not fuflicicnt to fati:;fy us for a.
few hours, The following was J. day of rdl for
the whole army: the king, hov ..ever, was fully ern-

. played in mak.-i.ng preparations. I attended him
through the city to fee whether any proviiion could
be procured, but we frw 110 fi()'ns of anv, and.0 •

every where th greatefl: mifery prevailed, Mo,
thers and hildren profirated thernfelvos on the
ground before the king, and erie lout to him; he
difrcgarded them, and' ordered, that if they did J at
retire, but hindered the ;tlhgc, tl ey fhould 1c put
to death. I W:1.S extremely af1cctcl, and felt an
av dion to the king, though I well k lew that h re,
in time of 'war, 1Tl? iliOJ is bid afidc, an 1 at
other time' I had perceived in him many proofs of
a fyrnpathiziug tlilflOfiti n. 1 Io: Jl after chang d
,y opinion, for that vcry 'v ni I g .hc commanded

that the army {h' uld leave the city the next 111 r11-
ing, but not fet it i~en fire us is gCllcr::llly the C1 ~.

nQr
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nor carry away its feeble inhabitants as prifoners
and flaves, unlefs they were in' arms, but leave
them undifiurbed in their huts.

The city of Wangara is a league in length, and
nearly half a league in breadth; with fix rows of
houfcs and huts, and three principal ftreets, which
run in a line from north to fouth. The houfes are
built of mud and unhewn frones; the huts of mud'
and reed-grafs, At each end of a frreet ftands a
temple, and the middle of the town ferves for a
market place, as there the crofs flreets run through
the principal Itreets. The palace is built of mud
and plain Hones, furroundecl by a wall fix feet
high, but here and there out of repair, and it has a
mifcrable appearance. The town is furroundcd
with palifadocs, which are in ill condition and rot-
ten. On the fouth fide of the town is a water-
pond fix .feet deep, where the cattle drink, and
whence. in time of fear city , the people fetch their
water.

At day break we left the city lind r tired to cr.r
old camp 011 the borders, at the foot of the moun-
Llh~s; the C:1.v.alryled the \V<iY, ..nd the infantry
followl'd.

On.

-
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On the :23d :ut officer carne from he CIH:i1: y
with propofals of peace. The king accepted tlrern,
on condition that the King of 'VV;ll1g:'.Fa would
.cornc hirniclf and treat 'with him. This took place,
. and a mutual CQlltLlct of fticndfhip and peace ,\·~ts
entered into on the follo -\:inrr points : , The v'; p-\... '- Jo..L L\. \.. \....... t:,..L ~ ..I. l... .~. L ...... ..._ .J..le ~'"

of'ihTlg:U:t fh:tll give every YC:lr to tile Ei:r; or
Ha uiEl 01' Hou'la, twenty Haves. ,:!, The Kb:; of
WangarJ. {hall :lllill: the King of Houfla when he is
attacked by other nations, fur which he fhall re .lil!"

the plunder which his people h:;\'e made in thi->
war. 3. The cattle which the l"ubjcfl:s of the Kill}:,'
of vV<ll1gara 11:1VC driven out of the kingdom of
Houfla Ihall be rcftored, 4. Both Kin ()'s confinn

"the freedom of track b:.:tWi.Y:1 lhc: two nations.

As foon as peace was concluded, the two ril1p;;;
treated each other in a. v Ty friendly man er
imoked tobacco together, convcrfed on di crcnt
fubjcc s, and wafted not J. moment" though
til 1. nfortunate P r!t1ll5 who bad bee t.ike I 1 ri-
i()J ers in the C:1!1 paj~r!l, an j or court, cen!l''l'ne-J t(l
:fl~very; f()r they were left witl '1(; power, l't;ll
I,:td t.J' '11 tfl('1l1. Tlle·war coJ (11 nth fides '.lbu~j
a titoutand II1C:l: :l.cvcra1 \,'lh(.:,'c'l ~1~,d ()'~'lS \'I'rt:

d :1ho, 'J,al)c1111: I~y t 1!mh! \~jl1h.J.~_\iL 1\.S cfpl'i1
nt',t l-:i· Jiut ; rJll tLlt'ir p , )1> TI y, 01 d.:! ~~uth (Ii' •

A:.;;.y1;:

,
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Augufi peace was proclaimed; and on the z Sth
we returned back to bur metropolis.

In 'this campaign 1 tried to form feveral intima- .
cics, particularly with fame of the Moors, from
whom I endeavoured to. gain forne intelligence

\

lIfeful to me in my farther travels. I was fixed in
my refolution to take the firfi opportunity of
e'fcaping, and going into the kingdom of Feene,
which is about three days journey and a quarter,
from Houfla : but of this expedition I will fay
nothing, till I have given a fuller defcription of
the country which I had made my refidence for
tcveral months. '

'I'he kingdom of Hoitffa is the mofl .beautiful
~OuJltry that I have feen in Africa, in my whole
, W'ly from the Cape. It borders eafiward on the
kingdom of Mophaty or Zanfara, northward on
the territory of Forninjrho, weltward on the king-
dom of Feenc, and Ioutlrward on the kingdom of
Balnhara. The river Niga flows through part of
the country which it fcrtilifcs ; it is alfo very ad-
vt\utageous to commerce, for many veifels go from
'Tambuko, or Tombuctoo, to Boofu, and their
mercb:mdiie is conveyed farther in caravans. This
country is very fruitful, and if it were inhabited
by a civilized people, would attract great wealth

. F f to
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to itfelf.. It abounds in animals of every kind;
poifeffes a:&lperfluity of wood, and various fruits.
The mountains produce falt, and faltpetre ; the
woods, honey and wax: and if the inhabitant5i
would fearch tor them in the bowels of the hills, .,
they would find numerous treafures. There are
properly three kinds of inhabitants in this country.
i. The Samtygoetys who dwell on the fouthern
borders. 2. The Kahmofans on the eaflern fide.
And, 3. The Houflans in the middle. Moft ohhe
inhabitants wear long coloured linen mantles,
which are fafiened round the body, and inflead of
fhoes thongs of leather, which are bound crofsways
over the foot. Around the head a coloured linen
or woollen cloth is bound. The foldiers alone. .
wear round the head a red cloth made of goats hair
or cotton, but in other refpects they wear the
ufual drefs.

The Moors have fhort red mantles of linen;
officers and traders are generally dad in filk. The
men are large and fir mg, and fhcw great courage
in the field: the ,1':0111.:n are of Ids' fize, and agree-
able in their perfons. Men and women are of a
clear brown colour, ..ith flat nofes, beautiful white
teeth, and large cy 'So 1'11(;Moors look whiter,
and are of middle ibtur '; they art: not natives of
the country, but come from the defert of Sahar

Olnd
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and ferve as foldiers 'for their food and cloathing.·
They can all ridewell, and by their Ikill and activity
keep the enemy in conflant employ. They refide
in towns and villages in their own huts and houfes,
but are in no ellimation with the natives. They
take great pleafure in ftealing, but do not exercife
their fkill in this art; for he who is found guilty of
fiealing, receives a certain number of lafhes on the
belly from the perfon whom he has robbed, and is
then driven out of the country. The natives are
a good tempered people, who will neither infult a
firanger, nor fuffer him to be infulted. Everyone
takes all poflible pains to entertain the {hanger
who addrcfles him, and then to fet him on the right

. road, which they are particularly attentive to, left
the Moors fhould fall upon and rob the firanger,
or carry him off privately and fell him. In their
Jtou[ehold they arc cleanly and fond of order.
Before anyone goes to his work he fays his pray-
ers, either in the open air or in the. temple. On
had weather they do no work in the fields though
it fhould be ncceflary.Lut they are more given to
agriculture than any of the nations that I had
hitherto vifitcd, The Moors are Mahometans,
and the natives Heathens. Here are priefls in
plenty, but they have no privileges over the other
inhabitants, and mull take care of their lands and .
houfchold affairs if they wifh for a maintenance.

F f 2 They

I



TRcV\'J:;LS IN THE

They fuperintcnd the education of children, and ge ...
nerally live in the temples. Circurncifionjs eflablifh-
ed and practifed every full moon; the child may
be either one day or twenty -fix days old. The art
of writing is known here, and children to exercife
themfelves in it ufe their boards ftrewed with fand,
on which they write with fifh or other fine bones.
From the fixth to the tenth year the children re-
ceive education, and from that time arc accuftorncd
to domeftic labour. For the whole education of
a child t11C priefl: is'rewarded with a goat.

The feflivals are announced by the priefls , for
example, the feaft of the new moon, on which they
go ~o the temple at fun rile, walk about with their
pupils, till the congregation is aflernblcd, when
they make their prayers Handing, while the audi-
ence is lying proftratc with their faces toward the
fun. The children fland by in a circle, and fecrn
to be very devout. When prayers arc over, the
infants, if there arc any, arc brought forward for
circurncifion. When this is Iinifhed the pricfl lays
the cir urncifed child on t he ground, delivers a
fermon, and then returns the child with various
ccrcmonie to its mother. The temples are con-
ftructcd with great Iimplicity ; ill the villages they
are made, like the huts, of recd-ftraw and thatched
with palm-leaves , plaiftcrcd with mud in the in-

fide,

,
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fide, and painted or rubbed over with a red colour
which is found in the country. I~1the towns they
arc built with rough flones, and remarkably orna-
men ted within: that is, ope ftone is painted blue,
another red, a third black, and fo forth: and forne-
times they are adorned with figl.ueS engraven
upon them.

The Xing is fuprerne, and enjoys unlimited au-
thority Over his country, He has, properly Ipcak-
ing, no miniflers , his oflicers perform the office
of counfellors in the towns; but cannot decide
w~thout his approbation on affairs of any impor-
tance, He is very firiCt in the adminiftration of

., juilicc; punifhes flight offences oftentimes with
thirty or fixty lafhes on the belly, which are-laid
oh by thongs of leather twifled together. Thieves
are generally hanged, and in the following manner :
a poil is fixed in the ground, to which two pieces
of iron are fafl:cned, that run about half a foot out
of t WQOd, are crooked before, and have fhanks
like a fi!h~hQok; on thefe the m;\lcfich>f is hanged
under the chin, and his hands and feet are at the
fame time tied together to them. One hanged in
this manner lives ill general from fix-and-thirty
to eight-and-forty hours: fornctimes the punifh-
lIlent is mitigated. The malefactor is hanged by

}i" f 3 the
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the neck upon the hooks, and then remains alive
only about two .hours.

The military force confifts in eighteen or twenty
th'oufand native infantry, and fix thoufand Moor-
~fh cavalry. Moil' of the foldiers carry guns and
large iron axes in war time, the others 'lances four
f~ct long, The King goes always himfelf into the
Iicld, and commands the ar~11y. He is dreaded by
his neighbours, though they' are in pofleflion of
much fironger armies. The trade carried on in
1nd through this country is confiderable, to which
its Iimation and fertility is very favourable, The
caravans halt here, take in provifions and rod, r,
and make arangemcnts for their' retur n. The ex-
ports from this country are manna, dates, and cot-
ton to Tarnbuko ; amber, gums, and mufk to
Barbary; ivory, fkins, and oftrich feathers to the
kingdom of Tookahat."

Houfla may be eftccmcd one of the largefr tics
in Africa, for it is half a day' journey in length,
and two German miles in breadth.]

• This kingdom is about twenty cla}'~journey from Hou1fa.
~lld borders on the coafis of Guinea.

t l\1~.!'\1ungo Park has inuccurately placed this cit}' at ~h~
aitt nee of two <lays journey from the Niger; depending on,
the al count ql\'e~ to, him by an ignorant perfon.

l could
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J could never learn exactly the number of its
inhabitants, or of their huts and houfes •. There are
nine ftreets from eafi to weft, named after the nine
iirfl: months of the year': 1ft, Joch. zd, Waa-
hatiy. 3d, Teethojoty. 4th, Saawoo. 5th, Nim,
joto. 6th, Nahary, 7th, Terankjato, 8th, Mili-
kotoa:la: and oth, the Sattomially ftrect, that is,
1il, the Flcfh. sd, Fire. 3d. Lion. 4th,. Calf.
5th, Porcupine. 6th, Camel. 7th, Moun. Sth,
Dark; and 9th, Commerce Streets.

Betides the principal flreers, there are fixteen
crofs and half fl:rcets: they are not clofely paved,
but covered with (an{i to a confiderable height.
The houfes and churches arc, for '~hc moil part, of
Hone and lime, and are not above one fiory high.
They are not built clofe, one toanother, u~t with
paihgcs between them, to prevent danger from
lire. I was told, that in this .town alone then:
arc tWQ hundred and fifty churches. Here are
aHV four market-placcs : 01':·<: for men or flaves ;
a fccond, where the merchants of the caravans
expofe their goods to fale ; a third for flefh or
cattle; and the fourth, a place fo~ cxercifcs, The
came is 011 the fouth· fide, and is reckoned very
Hrong; it is furrounded with a double wall, find a
deep ditch. In the town and ~~fil~ arc ufually
~hrce tJtpu{:P4 men in garrifon. Here are manu-

~.r 4 factures
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factures of linen and earthen wares, which are
conveyed by the caravans to other countries ffJf
fale. There are reckoned to be in this town three
hundred merchants, who carryon a confider able

. trade, and even furnifh out for themfelves cara-
vans, by which their traffic is widely extended!
Strangers are protected in the exercife of a free
trade here. Numbers of Jews come at Iiated times'
and exchange filver, gold, ivory, and materials
for dying, for iron wire, fwords, gun-powder, balls,
looking-glafles, &c. In the fuburbs there are better
and finer houfes than in the town itfelf, though
the former are inhabited only by fmiths and potters,
An hour's walk to the:weft of the town, is a brook
en which there is a bath for the l\i:pg and his of-
ficers: it is covered with flrawand palm-leaves,
and on the infide lined with cotton. The water
iffues hot from the gro~nd, and throws ~p a q1,lanT'
tity of gold dufl : fo, at leafl, I was told, but I do
not vouch for the truth of the report, as Iwas ne-
ver in the infide of the great bath, it being death
to enter it without the king's permiflion. I ob-
ferved, indeed, that the I\ing had gold-duff to ex')'
change, though there was none publicly gath red
within his territories.

Every year, in the month of September when
the weather is the finefl of the whole year, th

lUng
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King g,oes to :i lodge which he has at BQofu, and
there cxercifes his foldiers in arms. .For the pur ..
pofe of acquiring more information, and acquaint-
ing myfelf with the environs, I often went, with
the king's pcrrniflion, to the fuburbs and other ad-
jacent parts. The only reftraint I fuffered was,
rhat, by the King's command, I was attended bya
Moor, who had orders to accompany me every
where, and to protect me againfi: all injury. Since
a former accident, the King had given notice, that
whoever :lhould fuffer 1Ue to run into any harm
through my ignorance of their cufloms and man-
ncrs, Ihould fuficr death. Though this was, on
the one hand, very agreeable to me, as afluring
me that no one would do. me any harm; yet, on
the other, it had the unpleafmt effect of making
.every perfoll take to flight at fight of me. I was
rhercfore obliged t" take another courfe to effeCt:
my purpofe. Iwent ).1Q more abroad, but remained
at home under pretence of illnefs. The officer
who commanded the MpOl·S afked me,.on the fe~
cond day, what was the matter w\ib' me ? l an-
fwcrcd, that I was ill of a fever, The K.ing no
{ooner was informed of my condition, tlr n he en-
quired of the pricfls what could be done for my
recovery. They advifed, agreeably to my willies,
that I fhould bathe once a day. The,king rent n~
tic~ to me, that ~ muf] ~o ;hl'i~ a day, and bat~e

lU
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in the fmalliakc before the town, for the recovery
of my health. }'anfwcred, that I was too feeble to
go fo far. A Moor then received orders to con-
cut}: me thither, and to take all care of me. For
eight days I remained under cure, without having
~myhope of cffeaingmy purpofe, as my attendant
aevcr left me for J. moment. On the ninth day I
pretended to be very weak, and {;Ijd when we went
out in the morning, that I fheuld not return im-
mediately, as I had permiflion to remain till the
evening, My attendant believing me, (aid he
'Would then go back to the town, and in the even",
ing return to fetch me. 1 went toward the lake,
and my companion returned to the town: but
icarcely had he turned his back upon me, when
1 ran off as fa{l as I could, and pent my way to,
wards the kingdom of Feene. After walking about
two hOJJr!!,I fell in with fome Moors on horfe,
ack, who afk d-s-whithcr 1 was going? I an'!

fwercd, that being in ill health, I had been ordered
by the King to take exercife for my recovery,
They believed me, put bade me not go farther that
.a.y, becauf there were ufually robbers in the low
oods to the north-w fl, I thanked them fm

their good advice, turned to go a different 'Way~
and faid that 1would walk another hour, and ~h
!'eturn to the town. They rode on, but did not
cle the, ''J.y to th tow a circumflance at whic

. 1 rejoiced. '
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I I'ejpiced, as they might otherwife have given in..
formation which way I went, I then paffed on as
quick as pofliblc, and thought 1 faw here and
there feveral people in the fields , I avoided them,
;Arriving at a wood, I refted myfelf there for an
hour, and then proceeded on my journey, I had for.
a long time kept my compafs Clnd my journal under
my vefi, in a piece of goat's {kin, fafiencd with a
fmall thong, that things of fuch confequence might
not, by any negligence, be left behind me in my
flight. I faw men here and there; but no one de~
rained mer I ~te (orne dates, and thought not of
oth r food, but only of my fafety. Beyond the
wood I Iaw feveral other villages, but entered nOI e
of them, as I fuppofed them to be inhabited by
J\'100r5. In the night I approached two villages,
and left I Ihould mifs the right way, sddreffed my-
felf to forne Moors, who fuppofing me to be upon
rhc king's bufinefs, made no attempt to detain me"
although I was known to them. On the third
~1.lY,I reached the kingdom of Feene, rejoiced to
find myfclf once more at liberty. Between this
~nd Bilcdulgcrid is an extenfive wafle, named the
Detert of Salhara.

" .
In the morninz of the 17th of September I met

with a troop of Moors on horfeback, who a1ke4
f1)~who I was, and whither ~ was going? I an;

fwcred
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fwered, that I was a gun-maker • of Bilcdulgerid, ,
and' came hither in fearch of work. "Go to
F;eene, there you will find work: .you are not,
however, on the proper road; you mufl go farther
to the right." I thanked them for their inforrna-
tion ; and as I was renewing my walk, tonk the
liberty to afk them for fome flefh and meal. They
affured me that I fhould be able to procure both at
the next villige. It was named Jelly, and confifted
of fifty huts, which were all fo built, that they
might with little difficulty be taken to pieces. As
this place is not far· from the Niger, and is liable
to be overflowed in the rainy feafon, its inhabitants
go at that time of the year for two months to the
mountains. After making here a plentiful meal
on flour and crab's flefh, J continued fllYjourney
to' the mountain by a deep miry path, in 'which I
often funk to the knees. The mountain was bare,
and prefented to the view nothing but rocks
and fand, Its cafb-fide is, however, inhabited. I,

• In I I~Ltifa 1 had feen peClplc of this ,1eleril)tion, and thouglt
not quite Codark in complexion, yet 1 could fcareely be thoqgh.t
a foreigner, while my hody and features were dark With dirt.
and lOy hair curled juli like a gun-maker. Thefe are allowed
to travel every-where, to make and mend arrns ; and they have
J:lO fettle..l reticienc. It is common in Iovember that they
eome hither from Barbdry; but J meant to i~y. that, on "~r
count of war, they would not let me l)ar~ fooner.

irent
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jpent the night in a village whofe inhabitants fup-:
port themfclves by gathering fait,. and carrying it: _
for Iale to Feene and Sille, They were poor, but
they gave me fome meal and lodging for the night.

On the r Sth I entered a fertile plain, at the
difiance of an hour's walk from the river Niger, a,
line village, named Pygohiity, inhabited by Arabs
and aborigines of the country, and confifting of:
an hundred houfes, The governor of this place,
whofe name was Jonhary, received me in a very
friencUy manner, and as he heard that I was a gun-:
maker, afked me to repair his arms. I told him,
with feeret uneafinefs but without any confufion
of manner, that I had been robbed- of my toais,
and muCl:firft try to recover them. The good m:m.'
hcartily pi tied me, and as he was very defirous to
have his arms mended, brought me an old knife,.
a Imall hammer, with a pair of pincers, and afked
me to try if Icould not.with thefe at leafi,fomew.hat
improve the condition of his weapons. I made a
trial, and he \V,lS fati sficd. One thing left me-frill
open to the tufpi ..ion that I was not a gun-maker,
and therefore a character different from what I"
pretended to be, namely, that I did not fpeak the
:\ccufromca dialect of thofe people. I underftood

/ .
Indeed fome words and phrafes of their language.
but could. not fpClk it myfclf The gun-maker

who

•
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who ate accuflomed to come into thefe pafts ar~
'very expert in fpeaking all the languages of the
countries into which they' travel for work. It is
the Mongrarefh tongue that is fpoken in Barbary ..
InHoufTa;· the Somathalefah is the common lan-
guage. In this reipect t did the befi I could: and
as the village chieftain was little Ikilled in this art.
my endeavours paired not unfuccefsfully. I ihid.
here two days, and mended lome arms as well as I
could with the indifferent inflruments which were
put into my hands.· I afked no money for my
work, but received as a prcfent forne w ire, a pair
of. pincers, and a hammer.

On the zcth I fet out agaill,. and parr d. on 111y
way forne huts, and alfo a village, In the lafr ten
hours journey to the town of Fecnc, I was taken
uaderthe care of 3. Moor and carried to the town
of Jonhaty. He was furprized that, being a gun-
maker, I did not fpeak the language of the coun-
try. My.e cufe was, that this was the firfi: ime
in my life tb: t I ever travelled into thcfe parts • .But
though my hair was curled, and the colour of my
body fufficicntly dark and dirty, yet he faw fome-
thing fufpicious in my appearance which did not
fail to provoke his nquiries. lIe entertained me
this night in his houfli, and next. day informed the
lUng of my arrival. 'fhe King's orders were, that

he

.
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he fholild find work for me, keep me in h~s houfe,
and attend to my convenience. My hofi accord-.
inglyerected a tempor:u"1 wooden hut for me to
work ill, gave me his OWn weapons to repair, and
then made my arrival known to his neighbours.
I was not fuffcred to wan t me;[t or drink, but 1
'was forced to work hard, as the people were ex-
ccedinglyimpatient to have their anus mended.
One morning myhoit bethought him to afk me
why I went not to the temple to prayers? I an-
fwered, that I would gladly have done 10, if I had
not fo much work to perform, but was now

ready to go with him. 1 took my upper garment
and followcdvand 10 behaved myfdf, that I was
taken by all to be a pcrfon of the lame .religion
with themselves. It was indeed not difficult fer
for me to go through the different ceremonies, as
. had fee]) and had taken part in them in Houfia,
Bcficlcs, thefe people ;L,' not filch bigots as thofe of
anany European aud Chrifiian countries, but think
thofe fuflicicntly rdi~ious who go often to the-
temple and to pr:tycr!'. I have {cell Moors come to
t} c temple with the tobacco-pipe in their mouth,
without giving offence. I had been already a
month here, without attending to any thing clfe
than my 'work; and as I went daily to the temple,

" I now bccun e more kr own~ and got more work ..
Many of the me ·c}JJ.nts brought me guns ana

fwordt



fwords to repair and fharpeh, and paid me very
well for my work. At the end of a quarter of a
year I had earned means of fubfiR:ence for the
whole year, befide a great deal of cloathing, of
which my la dlord faid I Ihould be robbed by the
way. . The King again took ferne notice of me,
being induced by what the Moors {aid of my work
and my inoffenfive conduct. He rent therefore for
my landlord and afked him how I worked and
behaved rnyfelf ~ and as this man alfo gave a fa-
vourable account of m , the :king fent for me him ...
felf, gave me his damagedarms to repair, afked me
how I happened to come into his country; and
when I would come again? I anfw red as I fuppofed
would be agreeable to him, th: t I Ihould flay only
while I could find work. He was pleafed with my
reply, and difmiffed me with aflurances of hi . fa-
vour. ' As my han himfelf was a man of few words,
I converfed, when not at work in my hut, with
the naves who had been ordered to aflifi me, and
by that means learned the hl1guage of the country.
1'0 improve my acquaintance 'with thofe to whom
I was indebted for prcfcnts, I afkcd my good land ..
lord to carry me to wait Ul)OU them, that J might
tender them my thanks. He took me firfl to th
merchant Soomo, who had gi\'cn me a mantle that
had b ell ,,"OrI!, but was mil good, This man ras
,-cry friendly an Ikind. He made them fet bef re

me
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roe a melon and fome goat's milk,. gave me a fmall
faw and a chiffel, and promifed to do every thing
in his power for me. Another gave me a knife, a
a piece of cloth for a turban, and fome nails. Mter
I had repaired and fharpened the King's arms, I
made for my landlord a fmall table and a go-carr
for a child, which excited much wonder, fo that
there was more work of this fort required of me
than Icould poffibly engage to do, as.I was de-
termined to proceed on my journey. It was, how-
ever, impoflible to go firait towards the borders of
Biledulgerid, as thofe vafi defarts were occupied
by men who lived fQlelyby rapine: I might in-
deed go wefiward; but even there, if taken for a
Chriflian, I fhould probably be very ill treated.

Ihad already remained here fix months without
finding a,1Yopportunity of travelling with a cara-
van. Great anxiety was entertained refpecting ~
large caravan which comes annually from Tunico,
and proceeds to Tombueto: on former years it
had arrived and departed before 'this time. It was.
fuppofed therefore, finee they had not yet arrived,
that they mufi have been plundered and difperfed
l)y the way. At lafi, my landlord told me, that
as the arrival of the great caravan was now de-
fpaired· of, a [mall caravan was therefore preparing •
to fet out for Tombucto, with which I .might tra-

G g vel.
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vel. He Iikewife offered to recommend-me to trw
attention of his brother, who dwelt in that town;
and accordingly gave me a fmall roll of linen, on
which were written certain characters, which was
my letter of recommendation to his brother. I
then took leave of my friends, the merchants,
who gave me provifions for my journey; and.
with their good wiih.cs in my favour, fet out on
the feventh of April

\

CHAP.



"
IN'rERroR OE AFRICA.

'.

CHAP. XIII.

Dtft:riptior.. of the Tmon of Feene, and furrounding
Territory=-Corretiion of the Narrative of Munga
Park-The Author proceeds from Fcene Nahga,
'where he takes /hipping, and jails on the River by
Mctatab and Prq/iet, to Silla, Defcription of tbe
Town of Silla. From tbis Place tbe Author pro-
'leeds 'with a Carauan to Muta, Saatata, and the
Cal1oko 01-. Gold Mountain, on the 'Border of (he
Kingdom oj Nylokka, to the Siegmartans; a free
Tribe, inhabiting Caves-DeJcription of the Sandy
Dcfart, The Company proceed to the Arabs, living
in Huts, and to the Brave Mubojadenes, a flrong
and bandfome Race of Peop/e,-and once attacked,
but saitbeu: jlljfe1'ing any+detriment, by the Caeca-
tercnes-c-Remarbs concerning that laft Nation. On
the 241b if May tbe Caravan ofcended a great
Hill: From the 25th to the 30th tbey continue their
J0ltrlley through tbc Sandy Dtfert, On the Ijl of
JUlle they arrive at a Village in the Kingdom of
Watmetb, and there rcfl for a Day to refrefb them-
Jdves-On tbe 5th of June the Caravan croJs over
a Chain qf Mountains, and fwim with di/Jiculty
through fig Ri'IJf1' SaJl!/)i, sohicb is greatly fwollen.

o s :2 They
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~
'fbey tbcn pafi ouer a Sandy Plain, and arrive on
the Confines of the Kingdom of Tamobata or. Targa:
They arc attacked by a Moorijh Horde, loft tuio
men, and a Camel, but reach, at faji, tbe Mountaim
bounding the De/art of Sabara.

OF the nations inhabiting between Feene, the
dcfart of Sahara, and the confines of Bile-

dulgcricl, I fhall give an account hereafter, as well
as of many of thefe in the defert of Sahara. Here
Imean to fpeak only of the town and country of
Feene. "" This town . lies on a barren eminence,
which in the rainy feafon, in the months of June
and July, is entirely furrounded with water, fa
-that you cannot reach, on any fide, to above half ..
an-hour's difiincc from the town. Thofe whofe
bufinefs obliges them to go farther, mufihave ahorfe
or a camel, and are in danger of being drowned.
The town is about .two hours walk in circumfer-
ence, and is in the heft fiyle of building that is
known in thefe parts, There are four principal
~reets, and in the middle a market-place, where
you may find a good deal of both African aud

* Mungo Park has erroncoufly rcprefented this town as ly-
ing beyond Hnouf[a, and defcribes Sill« as two days diftallt
from it. But Fcene is full three day! journey from Silla. You
may ~o either by land or water.

European
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European goods. The latter of thefe are brought
by the caravans, and confift of looking-ghifes,
buttons, needles, Nuremberg goods, iron utenlile,
&c. On the weil: fide frands the came, furrounded'
with a wall which, on one fide, has a connexion
with the ~all of the town. The walls are of
francs and pebbles of red colour: but the houfes,
though forne of them are two Ilories high, are
conflructed of Ilraw, leaves, wood and clay.--
There are in all, about three hundred houfes, and'
a thoufand huts. The town confifis of two parts;
one of thefe, containing the houfes, extends be-
tween eaft and fouth ; is named Konko Hor oh
Jamgala, that is, the free place or to vn of the
hill; and is inhabited by merchants" priefls and
other perfons of eminence. The other part, ex-
tending between weft and north, is named Hiny
Daho Konkoa-the Black Land Hill-probably
becaufe the huts inhabited moftly by Arabs and
poor Moors, Hands on a black foil. Befide eighty
public ternpl 5 and mofques, there are alfo in the
houfcs of the gentlemen feveral private temples.
But what I had not for a long time feen, here
were eight fine public wells, built round with walls
of ftonc, and having handfornc winding Hairs, that
led down to the water, in each of them. They
did not allord fpring water, but in the rainy
feafon were filled with rain-water, and were, itt

G g 3 other
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other times, fupp1ied by Iluices from the Niger.
They' are enclofed and placed under the direction .
of one or more refpectable perfons, who' have
under them inferior people, whofe bufinefs is, to
open and Ihut the wells. They are never opened
by night unlefs when caravans arrive, and then to
afford water to the people and their cattle •

. For extinguHhing fires, fand, not water, is ufed,
Each houfe has commonly fand in readii .cfs upon
it, fo that it does not eafily take' fire, even though
the next houfe be in flames. The King refidcs
here but four months in the year, pailing the reO:
of.it at Silla, at other towns, and at fotne of his
lodges. The Arabs follow agricul"urc; for,
though the ground be fandy, it affords abundance
of goad vegetable produce. _ It is manure 1 by
being laid under water, partly by other more] -
borious me..ns. Lemons, gourds, barley, Turkey
corn, with forne dates, tamarinds and plums, arc
its chief produce. Fruit-trees do not thrive here,
whi h is probably owing to the moifture in the
atrnofphere from the rains and floods. Befidcs,
the fruits cannot be eafily faved from thieves: In
this town are various handicraftfrnen, fmiths, pot-
~ rs, linen-weavers, carpenters, mafons, &c.

Wh(~.
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',\Then I left the town, on the 7th of April, 10-
haty·gave me two Moors for a guide, and provi-
110ns for two days. We went to fee Nahga: but-
there was no perf on going thence t~ Metatah. W e
ibid till noon, and had the good fortune to pro- .-
cure a boat, into which we went with two travel-
ling merchants who were going to Tambucto.
We failed againfl: the fiream, and came by night
to Metutah. Between Metatah and Prafiet the
Nicer is augmented by the influx of the Agatl"a,
or Gray river, which falls from the north. The
Niger was at this place as broad as the Rhine at
Cologne. My attendants went from this place
to Feene, while I paffed on with the merchants
through Mctatah and Praliet, at which places there"
are good caravanferas for the reception of mer
chants and fea-faring people. We faw here fe-
veral warclioufcs, in which we were t.old that the
merchants and failors depofited their goods when
they had occafion to pafs the night here, taking
them again on board their veffels in the morning.
For watching thefe cat'goes, the Ihip-maflers pay
fixt, zirnpo each night, and for this fmall fum are
infured that they Ihall lofe nothing. The goods
arc unfhipped ev ry night on account of the pi-
r,ttcs who infeft the Niger. When the Ikippers
have very valuable cargoes, they will often receive
pufT~noer::; without aiking any fare, but on condi-

G g 4 don
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tion that in the cafe of an attack by robbersyrhe
paflengers fhall affifr in the defence of the vei}'el
<!ndgoods,

We had favourable pa:IIage from Prafiet to
Silla, where we anded on the morning of the r rth
qf April. Here the Moors carried 115 before the
Janhaty; by whom we were examined, My com.
:pap-ions, the merchants, for thirty zirnpo procured
a pais, and then went on. But as I faid t at I was
a gun-maker, and had an introduction to tl e mer-

I chant Soota, two Moors were ordered to conduct
me to him. When I produced my roll of linen,
the merchant {~id-" I fhall keep the {hanger
who is recommended to me by "my brother, and
when he is to go away, I will fpeak to the Jan,
haty." The Moors demanded forty zirnpo for
having brought me; and the merchant paid them.
He gave me a hut behind his houfe to live in, and
bade me continue there as long as I Ihould remain
in this 'place. He added that he would do. every
thing' n hi. power to ferve me; and I mentioned
to rim that I fhould wifh to take the :fjr.f( oppor-
tunity of travelling homewards with a caravan. I
repaired his own arms, and as he was fatisficd with
my 'work, he recommended me to others. I did.
not get many weapons to mend, as there had been.
other gun.~;lkers here only about a month before

me.,
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me. But not to remain idle, I made for tny good
hofl -diflerent pieces of houfehold furniture,,-a-
cheft, a table, &c. When my friend went out, he
took me with him; and by this means I became
acquainted with many people, efpecially merchants.

On the dl: of May came a caravan that was
going to Tunis, from Nubia, with a quantity of
rich merchandife. It confifted of forty camels
and ninety men. My friend fpoke to 'the le~eT
of the caravan, to' take me with him, and take
care of me on my journey. That perfon came to
me the fame day and afked, what I would give
him for the journey? Not being acquainted with
the ufual terms, I defired him to name the tum"
After fame confideration, he faid he would take
nothing, but that I muft arm myfelf well, and in \
cafe of an attack, fight for the defence of the cara-
van. This I promifrd, but was much at a lofs
where 1.0 buy a g"Un,powder, balls and a fword,
as they were not here to be purchafed but at all

enormous price. My landlord, when he faw my
concern, relieved me from my difficulty: he afked
what was the ftrength of my purfe, that he might
buy victuals and arms for me. I produced my

. ~impo, concealing the guilders. He bid that
they were far from fufficicnt. He then, to .y
pre,lt joy, brought out a gun and a fabre, £1.yin j

t 131:
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that he looked on me as an honef] man, who
would return at a future time to repair 'them ;
that he would lend me thefe, and I might 'refiorc'
them to him next time I fhould come this 'ay:
For three hundred zimpo, which was one half of
my purfc, he brought me meal, dried fldh, pow- _
der and ball. He gave mc 'alfo many good rules
fur {liy conduct by the wa.y.

The town of Silla is alfo fubje& to the King of
Feene, and is his 'fecoqdary place of refidcnce. It
lies on the Niger; and is larg r than Ferne, but of
mli:ch wcr{i, architecture. It has but two hi;;1t
ftr~s and a crofs ftrcet. For the reft it eonfifls
of many low houfes and huts, irregularly fcattered'
about. Through the crofs-flreet is a canal which
Tuns to the Niger, and ferves to fupply the town
, ith water. As ftone is brought from a difiance;:
there are not above an hur.dred buildings of this
material: but the huts an: rather. numerous,
though I cannot Hate their exact number. They
are form d of the wood of th palm-tree, and co-
v r 'd 1,\ ith its leaves. The mofques and temples,
about an hundred in number, are all of the
branches of palm-rr es, interwoven in a fort of
bafkct-work, and covered with leaves. My good
hoft, though hirnfclf a piou nan, nev r (lUcfii011ed
me about religion, nor afked me to accompany

him

,
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him to the mofques. One mofque befide the royal:
cJ.fl:le is built of frone, and even bricks which are
l::>fought from a great diftance weftward by the ca-'
ravans, at fcarcely leis' expence than a dollar each.
The ,;;~frle is a {hong building of round ftones,"
and fragments of rock, and is encompafled, on the,
north and weft fides, with a wall. It is larg~ and
is garrifQned by three hundred Moorifh horfernen,

I

and three hundred infantry of the native, inhabi-
tants· of the country. Trade is here confiderable,
Here are both cotton and woollen manufactures..
A duty of ten per cent is levied on all foreign
goods fold here. The market-place, though large,
is on market-days fo full of people, that it is dif-
ficult to make one's way through it. The inhabi-
tants are Moors, Arabs, natives and Jews: the Jaft
are the Ilavcs, who belong chiefly to the Arabs,
a'nd have much hard work to do. Almoft ev..ery
Arab has from ten to twenty Daves, who are ne-
groes, and perform all work, whether in the houfe
or the field. By the Mahometans, who are fo
much decried, flaves are nuch better treated than
hy the Chriftians in the c lonies. Chriftians are'
r,trely reduced to Ilav -y in this country, yet are
. Heated with much contnrncli ous oppreflion.

On the 3d of May I left this town and proceeded
~vith the prav~n. They went northward, tra-

velling



velling very flow, partly becaufe the heat wag ex.
cefiive, and in part becaufe the camels were heavily
loaded. The road was good, but after travelling
five miles through the, village of Muta,. and over a
hillwhich we were two hours in crofling, we Hop,
ped at the village of Saatata for that night.

On the 4th of May we paffed three villages in a
fandy traer of ground, and halted for the night in a.
khan in the Sanoho, or Gold-mountain, where we
had for ten zimpo a good fupper of wolf's fiefh.

On the 5th we made our way with difficulty up
the gold mountain, which is entirely barren; ex.
hibiting on its furface nothing but bare rocks and
land. I was told that gold was formerly procured
from mines on this mountain, but that the King
of Bambara, fince he loft the towns of Fcene and
Silla, had fuffered [he mines t9 go to ruin. It coft
us three days to make good our paffage over this
mountain. 'On the fecond day, we came to a well
that was inclofed, and which had fervcd to furnifh
water from the mines. Two-and-twenty Arabs
were leading their goats to drink at it. Had we
been inferior in force, they would have attacked
and plundered us. We took the loads off our ca.
rnels, gave them food and water, and difpofed
them for the night in a circle round ourfelvcs and

the
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the goods. Befides which, at the diftance of every
fixty fi;e'ps, there was a man- fer to watch, left we
might be furprized by any lu1den attack of robbers.

On the 7th we fiopped at fome huts inhabited
by Arabs, and belonging to the kingdomof Nytok-
ka. "" \Ve here refied a day, and in exchange for
provifions procured fame forage for our cattle.

On the 9th of May we entered the Galla Wa-
hara, or the Defart of Lions, which is fix days"
journey in length; in breadth, two; and comes
to the Doratah, or Poor Lake, which is [0 named
probably, becaufc, except in the rainy feafon, i~
docs riot afFord water, and never good water.

Vfhilit we took our noon refrefhment in this
place, fume of our travellers went upon the fands,
where there had been no water for fix months,
and found fome large Ihell-fifh, v...hich we roafl:cd,
and ate with great appetite. We came next to a.
place where a community of people lived in caves

¥ [ I.now not whether this may not be the kingdom difiin-
_guiihccl on the Illap by the nurnc of Guby. It belongs to a poor'
,king, who, in his ncce!f1ti~s, tmflickc, for {]ayes and hides with
.his l1cighbonrs. His country is a w.Ic eructs or defart, and is
~loIt ten or twelve miles JOIlg-, and four broad,

on
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'on the mountains. They were named Seign1artonj.
had ho king nor chief, but lived happily t6gethe ..
witho~t any government, and were good Ioldicrs.
When war arifes among their neighbours, thefe
people ferve thofe who pay them the beft. 'nley
are brave and high Ipirited. For hire, they aId
ready to attend as guides and protectors on c(HJ.~

vans, which, however, they thernfclves rob at
times of their cattle and goods. From thi: place
we pffed a great'fancl, fix d:l}'3 jOUnlcy In lciibrt.~.
It was lot without the ;"',CJtei di,.; ""+-y we could
make our \ ""Yfarther ovc tI c "' cxs and fand-
hills. There are many inliauces of caravans tra,
velling over t 1(.£: dcfarts, 11vir r: bC211 entirely
overwhelmed and buri cl :n t ic fan..:lby the north
or wefi wind. Even in the dcfarts •here arc hu ts
of the Arabs fcattered amcnc- L e [; lid-hills. With
a horde of thefe people not exceeding t11C nurn bet
of two hundred fouls, we nefled t rc refh our"
felves all day OIl the r jth, nd th y w re {ufJiciently
kind to us: they obierved what we wanted;
brought us wood from a &france to roall a g at
that we killed, ar d were Con lantly about us. We
gave them in return an hUI dr d zimpo, the r ,_
mains of the goat, a d fame tiler lldh ..

On the 14th in the evnninrY, - procecde I fat-
ther, taking with u f 0:11 thofe 'lnits twenty men

to
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to explore the way before us, and kept watch on
both fides of the caravan, left we fhould be fur-
prized by robbers .. We found every day channels
of brooks of confiderable width; but they were at
this time moftly dry. We found no more huts;
but faw here and there a few Arabs and Moors,
who came no nearer than to fee that we were well.
armed.

On the roth in the morning, we fell in with.a
horde of Muhojadenes: this {hong and warlike
nation inhabit a territory fifty miles in diameter,"
They found here and there fertile fpots in the
fandy wafle.on which they raife gourds and millets.
They have alfo goats which they procure in barter
from the neighbouring nations. They m~y be
reckoned the moil rcfpectable of the inhabitants of
the defart : with the Moors they are conflantly at
variance. At our arrival here they gave us affift.
ance to unload our camels, fupplied the animals
with water and forage, and fupplied ourfelves with
curdled milk and water. It was fortunate for me

• They poffcfs a {in:\!! tr:ld: north-wen from this defart,
which is not above Q·L fquant roods in extent. 1 know not
whether they be of the Zuenzcgas whom the maps reprefent
ill the fame place. The people of the caravan called th,tm
(':trenter, and raid the'), had no Chief. .

t11 t
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that I had a fufficient fupply of provifions, for the
inhabitants are exceedingly poor, and have little
clfe to fubfifl: on betides indifferent roots, and the'
inner bark of fome trees.

Towards evening we renewed our journey, and
proceeding towards the north-eaft, came next
morning to a village of more than five hundred
huts. Here dwelt the Chief of the Muhojadenes,
to whom we were obliged to pay for each perfon,
a toll of ten zimpo. In the afternoon we afcended
another great fand-hill, and were attacked by a
horde of Carcaters, whom however we repulfed
without fuffering any injury from them. In the
evening we refled by the fide of a brook, near to
which we caught three young oftriches, of which
'Wemade a good fupper. The night was alarming,
for there arofe a thunder-Ilorm with a tempcfhious
wind, which threatened to overwhelm us with
{and. 111e fands were driven in heaps upon us ;
and we muft have found our graves here if the
{torm had lafted longer. The wind luckily blew'
at taft from the fouth, and was then lcfs dangerous
according to the account of my fellow-travellers,
than they had often known it. 'When we were to
fet out in the morning, we were confined from
taking but one way; and the wind blew ftraight
from that quarter toward which we fet our faces.

We
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We ftrugg!ed on, and in the evening came to the
Zooto river, which was nearly dry. We paffed
the night in a village befide it, which was named
Wohga; and refted therelikewife on the follow-
Ing day. The traer in which this lies, is two days
journey in length, and one in breadth; and is in-
habited by a [mall agricultural nation who are
named the Tahlatenes. They have no intercourfe
with either Moors or Arabs, but live in peace and
freedom. Their fkin is of a reddlfh brown colour,
their countenance fomewhat of the expreffion of
that of a fpanid; they are {haft and thick, and go
entirely naked; andthey arc good-natured and hof-
pitable. They let us have their huts, and flept them-
felves in the open air. The country they inhabit
is moderately fruitful; and it is enriched in the
rainy feafon by the overflowing of the river which.
intcrfccrs it.

On the 24th, in our afcent up a mountain, we
fell in with troops of Moors, who offered us no
injury, but, as is ufual for' thefe people, afked us
for a prefent, and obtained it. In the evening we
came to a horde: of Arabs, with whom we lodged.

From the :15th to the 30th, we came again into a
fandy defert, with rocks here and there fcattered
over it. We were paffing on in a melancholy

H h mood,
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mood, when we came to two brooks, which to
our difappointment were dry; and for three"
days, under a fcorching heat, we fuffered inex-
preflible torments by thirft. We hoped at laft to
find the expected river, but were again mifl:aken.
Faint and exhaufled we came, on the Ift of June,
in the evening, to Iixty-four huts belonging to the
kingdom of Watometh.'~ The leader of the cara-
van, afked the villagers, whether the caravan
might ref] in fafcty, and whether the cattle be-
longing to it could have fodder there? the chief
atked, whether he was to have a prcfent ? Hewas an-
fwered that he :fhould, and that" neither he nor his
people fhould be molefted by us. He immediate-
lyordered his people to bring water for OUf canlc,
to provide them fodder, and to take off their loads.
AU was done in great order. For the greater ie-
curity, our moll valuable goods were pi aced in fepa-
rate 'huts." When the cattle were fatisficd, we
were likewife a1k.ed to appeafc our hunger and
thirfi, but our food was from our own ftores;

.. By the: account of 1I1y fellow travellers; thefe people once
lived in Barbary, under Kiug Ath'~olll{'t1i; but after fre ·iog him-
{i:tf (rom the: payment of a tl ibute to' Trcpali, he oppreffed his
fllbjeds, and fuff"ered many ofthcm to be murdered by for ign
{Qldiers. Thofe who fled from his tyranny formed a free Hale
in V{ otomath.

and
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and we Were obliged to be content with very in-
different water. Our leader alone was fupplied, by
the people of the village, with meat and milk;
Next day, twenty of the beft fhooters of our party
went out, and brought in [orne ofiriches, and a
wolf to be dreffcd. We pafled this day of refi,
fufficiently to our iatisfacrion; forming a clofe
friendihip with the people by whom we were en~
tertained. At noon we fet ourfelves in a row be-
fore the huts, and were numbered by the chief and
afked for payment., Our leader then took out his
purfe; and gave for each of us ten zimpo for
the inhabitants of the village, and three zimpo,
for the chief himfelf. When the money was di-
vided, the inhabitants gathered round us, made a
fire, and danced about it. Our commander laid
himfelf, down to fleep, but gave orders that rome
men fhould keep watch, andthatthereftfhouldhold
themfelvcs in readinefs to rife; and fight for their
defence, at the firft Ihot they ihould hear fired.
On the third at day break, we left the village.
We had not gone more than a few hundred paces,
when it began to rain, and the wind grew tempes-
tuous. We halted about half an hour; and then,
die Ilorrn frill continuing, went back to the village,
where the inhabitants were very glad to fee us.
On the 5th, the wind and rain ceafed, We then
went on, over a chain of mountains extend ...

m. ~ ing
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jng towards the wefl , and had to fwim, at the
Peril of our lives, <?veran arm of the river Sampi,
which was much fwollcn by the rains. We paired
the night under Ihelter of a clump of trees, and
early in the morning, proceeding along a fandy
plain, we came to the boundary of the kingdom
of Tomohata or Targa; where we were ordered
by our leader to be on our guard, as we were
about to encounter a rude and fierce nation.
We had not travelledahove another hour, when
a troop of Moors carne fuddenly upon us, and de-
manded a prefent. Our leader faid, he would not

\

refufe a prefent, but would only give it at a village,
and to the chief. They, thereupon, fired on us,
killed one of our camels and its two drivers, and
were advancing upon us. We fired in our turn,
and forne of them fell; but their company did not
give way. 1Ve fired three times, killed fome others
of them, andbrought them to halt, but not yet to
flee. While we were confidering what fteps to
take, carne a troop of Arabs, who had their refi-
dence on a height at no great diflancc. The Moors,
upon this took to flight; they were cloathed only
with rags, very like their brethren whom I faw in
one of the kingdoms alr ady mentioned. We bu-
ried our dead friends in the fand, diftributcd the
burthen of the camel in' equal portions upon
the other camels, and proceeded to the Arabian

villages.
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villages. The people there told us, that it was
not on our account they .had come out, but
that, when they heard the firing, they fuppofsd
that the Moors had attacked a caravan of their
own, which they expected to arrive with falt,
We had brought the fleih of the Ilaughtered
carnal: and we now roafied : it for our meal,
giving, at the fame time, a part to our hofts,
by whom we were fupplied with milk and flour.
'fhe country around this village is exceedingly
fruitful, affording dates and plum-trees, 'wild qua-
drupeds and fowls in abundance, Men who are
induflrious and aCtive require no more. I faw.
here feveral birds called the wild Flagy, of different
fizcs. Enquiring concerning the Chief of this
country, I learned, that at the diftance of a day's'
journey was a village in which dwelt a King, who
pofIdled other villages, with the domain in which
they Jlood. They knew here little of the other
villages, but only of the King's, to whom they
pai I a tril utc, an 1 were governed for him by an
:Emirl his cputy. Iwas curious to f~ethis man,'
and found him to be;', very old and a ~ppd man.
W hen he 1Ic31'o tliut I had been attacked by the.
Moors, he called the horde together, and fent out
a. p:u·ty to nlec~ the caravan which had gone for
f'llt~ .
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The direct road hence would proper! y have been
to the north-eafi, but, as we faw an immenfe fand-
hill, where alfo we expected fome robbers to be
lodged, for our better fafety we turned to the
north-weft. On the 8th we fet off, paned through
the beautiful plain, in which the village is fituated
that we left, nnd on the right and left of our road
found about three hundred feparate huts, but we,
howcver.n.ade no flop till we carne.In the evening,
to another 1orde of Arabians. We refled only a
few hour ,for as the moon {hone very clearly we
marched on, and were followed by a number of
lions, who fcveral times fcerned on the point of at-
tacking us, but at the heat of day they left us. On
the ninth at mid-day our conduct r {hewed me at
a diflancc a mountain, which, he told me, was
the border mountain of my country, and that I
fitoulci enter it on the next day. I was much fur-
prifed that this man Ihould mention my country,
as if it were in the neighbourhood, but [ foon re~
collected, that on my Iirfi feeing him, 1 had faid,
that I "":ts a ~nm~kcr from Biledulgerid. J how
pondered in my mind, how I Ihould conduct my-
felf on entering into this country; I could not get
rid of my anxiety, though my hair, which was now
quite frizzled, my long beard, 1nti my complexion
turned into a brown by the fun, fweat and dirt,
made me look exactly like an African; and I could

fcarccl

.
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Icarccly myfelf conjecture that I was a Chrifiian ; a
character which no one would affumc who wifhed to
travel in fafety in thefe countries. The chief ob-
Hade, however, was in my language, by which my
comrades, as foon as we came into Biledulgerid,
would have difcovered the fraud, for I could nei-
ther fpeak nor underfiand the langmge of the:
country.

On thcfe confiderations I made a refolution to
leave the caravan at a favourable opportunity, and
to travel farther, either alone or with the caravans
I might 111 t, and J made enquiries of feveral
camel leaders as to the difpofition of the neighbour-
'ing n.uions , I could, however, obtain no certain in-
dligcnce, for feme defcribed them as a good fort
of people, and others, on the con trary, as a nation
of cruel robber '. We paflcd the night in a wood ,
when forne Arabians and Zu 'nzigans, who dwelt
on the wcl}, vjfit::~! U:;, felling us milk and melons
at a very low r.uc, and treating us in a very
friendly manner. My comrades informed me
that the Zucnzigans were a poor, 'but a very well
difpofed people; that they had no fixed abodes,
but refided chiefly to the \ eflward. I afked a man
of this nation, whether, if I were willing to travel
into his country, to r pair arms, I Ihould be well
received by his countrymen. He returned me no

II h 4 anfwer,
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anfwer, for he could not, as I perceived, underfiand
me; but he pointed to. our conductor, fignifying,
that he 'underftood his language, and would inter-
pret for us. I~ the night I altered my plan, and
proceeded on the 1'1th onwards with my com-
pany. After a ma:~h of fix hours we arrived at
the 'range of border mountains, which run from;
north-eaft to weft in a double range, of a jickle,
formed Ihape, inclofing the couI_1try.
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,
CHAP. XIV.·

D¢ription of -uarious Inhabitants of tbe Defer: of Sa-
ha,ra-.The Caravan comes to the Border-village of
Matbhy-Afzmgo Pat)'s exaggerated Praifes of
the Bord. r-lnbabitants ; correded-: -AccQum. of the
Inhabitants of Biledulgerid, tbeir 9:'radc-'Q/ the
M1fi!ullllen, .tbeir Manners, C1fflrJnu,National
9harafier and Religion-The Caravan comes to
tbc Vii/age of Naylsakob; to tbc Hamletsof Hatynay,
and to the little 'T0'i.();2 of Evyju!J;where tbe Au-
tbor falls ill of a Feuer; and is lift. behind by tbe
9LlraV(llt-The AI/thor lodges in the next Vil/ag/!
fS a Patient with a Jew, and upon his Recover]
,[ra'vc/s onward 'i. ith flme Moors on Horfeback;
fhrough tbe Land of tbc Prince Aktonba Maho7llet, to
'.['egorarin, where the NIoors Jell him to a Slave-
tiea/cr, who employs him as a Joiner, and conve]!
him, on the 'lotb of february, 1790, ·",:jtbfour
YOltl2gfclIlfl!e loves, to Amozab, and foils lim to (J

M"JJitlJIICll-J~urll )' to jVJcz.zabotb--DcJcripfofl if
Ibi.r Town--Tbc j U:/;01- is fold to a Natios
'{Al/;o,four months after, fi:'ls bim to a Trader
from Morocco, 'Ulith 'l ·,~Iofi>Caravan be irasxl: IiJ
More co.
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As I have defcribed the dcfert of Sahara, and
am now fhnding upon its borders, it- may

here be proper to fay Iomething on the inanncrs and
cufi:oms of its inhabitants. The defert of Sahara
is inhabited by different nations, who differ from
each other in language, cufi:oms, and mariners,
The principal nations are the following. 1. The
Moors, who rcfide here and there from the king-
doms of Suez, Fez, and Morocco, to the Niger,
and inhabit alfo a tract of country without the de-
fert, on the fouth of Biledulgerid, arc little 'i1:ecm-
ed by the moorifh inhabitants of the defert, from
whom they have either been driven lway or de-
ferted. They have each their fcparate chief.'), who
arc generally fclcdcd from the oldcfl among them,
and are fornctimcs callcd Emi rs, They wander about,
conftantly armed with fufils and fibres, and think
it no crime to attack and plunder a traveller. Mur-
der, whether of a native 01' flranger, is punifhed
with death. 2. The Arabians arc alfo numerous,
and live in conflant dread of the Moors. They
are too well known to require any farther defcrip-
'tion from me. 3. The Mograns are ~ {hong well-
difpofed people, given to trad and agriculture,
und have among them fome manufacturers. 4.
The Trafarts arc J. weak and flupid nation, trading
with the Europeans, by whom they are highly ef-
teemed, as they are eafily cheated and: live very

peaceably.
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peaceably. 5. The Braknards are tolerably flrong,
carryon trade with the French, Englifh, and SP:l- .
riifh, to whom they convey Haves in abundance;
eitherftolcn from or purchafed in other nations,
6. The Jews; who live Icattered here' and there,
and either carryon trace or -do flavifu work, Be-
fides there, there are about twenty fmaller nations,
ofli ttle efiimation,

The neighbourhood of the Niger, inhabited by
[everal [mall tribes, is fruitful; as this river, like
the Nile, every year overflows and fertilizes the
country. On the north-fide, however, the coun-
try is barren and covered with, [and; [mall fpots
only arc to be found here and there, [ituatcd in the
{ands, like iflands, and producing trees and vege-
tables; thefe are alfo till d and cultivated by the
Arabians. The inhabitants of the def rt are fond
of freedom, but from want of union with each
other, hey cannot always maintain it; and there
arc king:) to be found in feveral nations. The
Arabi:ms only, when their frcdom is attacked,
will defend it to the laf] drop of their blood. They.
indeed, feleCt from til oldefl arn rig th m their
Emirs, who cannot, however, undertak J. y thing
without the o.opcration of the elden: of their na-
tion or circle. The Moors arc addicted to lazinefs,
without ithcr agricultur or cattle, living either

by

-
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by robbery, or when fuch me:1DS fail, gOitlg' into
the fervice of neighbouring princes and chiefs. A:.
to religion, the Arabians are Mahornetans, but i~
is not eafily afcertained to what: religion the Moors
and the other nations. belong. Their creeds and
ceremonies are a mixture of l\hhometan, Jewifh,
and hcathenifh doctrines and ceremonies: hem
everyone is ignorant, fuperftitious, and led away
by deiigning priefls. Every fpecies of religion i~
tolerated, eafily taken up and as ealily laid down.
Circurncifion prevails almofl univerfally, and is
~enerally performed at the full moon. Tl{e moil
.common weekly day of reft here is Friday, but
as in mofl towns the market is held on this day, it
is kept as with the Jews, and begins on the Fri"day
evenir g. On Saturdays devout perfons never
handle money, nor up bufinefs of any kind. The
prieHs are poor:, can poflefs neither herds .nor
lands, but are maintained by their communities.
They run about the country, like bcm;ing friar' in,
Catholic countries, in queil of a maintenance, for
which they educate the children. They alfo em-
ploy thcmfdves in prophefying, telling fortunes,
and the like. Neither prieil nor parents ~re ~cr~
mit ed to b at a child, for this belongs only tQ't ie
oldeft or Tey-hpdcd men in the family, a', they
fay tl at, did others be; t a child, they would lo.fl!
its 1 ve ntirely, A' thcfc grey-headed men, 11OW,:

cvcr~
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rer ~from their weaknefs and age, had rather fray
in their huts than run after children, many dif..
·agreeable qualities are permitted, which the others
cannot correct, Thieving alone is excepted, which
:)'l1Y perfons mJ.Y punifh, though it be fuppofed that
this is not occalioned by any bad difpofrtion in the
child, but by an evil fpirit. The children of the
Moors are for the moil part inflructed in the art
of writing. The priefts copy their letters, words
or fentenccs chiefly out of the Koran, and as paper
i.e; very fcarce and dear, they write on Ilates•
.Among thof nations, which are 'without a King,
the ldcfl; of the families or villages decide in all
cafes, but with this rcflridion, that in weighty or
criminal cafes the grey -headed men of fever.u vU·
Iages are called together, to concur in the featence,
Alia, in thofe parts where Icings are allowed .to
gO~lcrn, the grey-headed men are very highly
eflecmed, fo that, if the King fentence anyone to
death, they are Iiflened to in mitigation of the G:n..
renee, which is feldom Pan:ed in oppofition to tbeir :
OP1WOn.

In moll: parts of this great defert hofpitality ia
Iefs exercifed than in the other neighbouring coun-
tries. If a traveller has money he muft pay; as only
poor and plundered tra . ers are taken care of foe
nothing. Ncar the hut of the cider and judge of

a village,



a village, nand generally two huts, kept in gboi;i
order by the community , one for the traveller
himfelf, and the other for his horfes and cattle ~
each member of the community contributes to
the judge, at certain times, meal or milk, or meat,
or millet, or fomething or another for the ufe of
travellers. Befides, every traveller has a right to
expeCt from the inhabitants of the firft hut which
he enters, milk, or in failure of it, water, and then
he is conducted to the judge; where he may fray
four-and-twenty hours. Travellers without mo-
ney are, however, alas! very ill entertained, and
fometimes driven infrantly out of the village, often
after a flay of a few hours, but they are then con-
ducted to the next village or the next horde. If
the traveller is feen to have money, they give him
to underfland, that he mufr make a prefent to the
judge or to the community; if he does fo, he ob-
tains a good' night's lodging, is well entertained,
and on his departure a very friendly leave is taken
of him. At any rate, a traveller may truft the pro-
perty he carries with him with his hoft: for whe-
ther he make a pr fent or not, it will certainly be
refi:Ored to him again, undiflurbed and without
injury.

The men purchafe, Ileal r otherwife, procure
.their livelihood; but the women mui get their

meals
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meals ready, and if they have no female' flaves,
mufr milk the COWS, fodder them, and drive them
to paflure. Their chief daily meal is, in the evening,
when the whole houfehold is aflembled. Thofe W!10

have employment in the fields, begin at fun-rife,
and end at fun-fer. The men go every ay, to
the chace if the weather permit, or to their
trade, or fometimes to plunder. Pott J:~, fmiths;
linen and Iilk-weavers are here to be found. Their
clothes or mantles are wretchedly bad, whi h ac-
cording to the wealth or rcfpe& of the wearer are
long or Ihort, edged wi h a broad or [mall border.
On the head a turban is worn: about the feet
leathern thongs are bound. Many of the women
drefs their hair. None ever takes his wife into
company, for the {exes are kept confiantly apart.
On Iolcmn fcfiivals, the women cannot appear at
the plays or dances till the fun is gone down. Un-
married women can only "in the day take part in
fuch amufcmcn ts.

Every. where the women are very flavifhly
treated, and muft not cat with their hufbands, but
can only get what is left by them and their children,
from which alfo th y mufr give the Ilaves their
portion:i. A man may marry as many' ives as
he plcafcs , but adultery on the part of the wo ..
man, i' punifhed with death. Divorces are not

allowed,
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allowed:, unlefs the woman be barren, in which cafe
:filelias the right of taking back what fhe brought
into the hut, and to form another matrimonial
connection. 'The Ions poflefs the inheritance of
their fathers, the girls that of their mothers. If
em the death of a man there are no fons, his inhe-
ritance goes to the next male relations; that of the
wife to the next female relations. If both parent.
die, and leave children under age, they fall with
the inheritance into the guardianfhip of the next
of kin, or in failure of fuch relations, to the judge
of the place.

Their chief riches coniill: ot goats and fheep, of
which fome poffefs from two to three hundred.
Only on high feflivals one of their cattle is {lain;
for example, at a circumcifion, a marriage, are.
joking day, and the like. Goats and fhecp that
have died a natural death, are alfo eaten. The pro.
duce of the ground is kept, after .harveft, in maga-
zines under ground, and covered with palm leaves
and earth. In many parts thefe magazines are in
common; the judge has the infp cHon over them,
and makes the divifion of the whole provifions.
They deliver nothing into them, take nothing out.
the fick and the children excepted. What remains
at the end of the year is fold, and the money
arifing from the fale, is divided proportionally. A

woman,
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':vVoman,on the birth of an infant, rrtuH: fperid four
weeks together in a feparate hut, of which each fa-
mily has one, ';vithout .appearing in publick, or re-
ceiving vifits. She is there att ended by a. fe~ai~
flave, or a female friend. At the end of four
.weeks; fhe is c :ndu8:ed b)' her fri nds to a bath,
arid a feaft is given in honour of her .. .The dead
are buried in general on hills, with many ceremo-
nies: The prieft of the place goes before the corpfe
with the next of kin to the deceafed, and the body
is followed by the inhabitants of the village.-
,When it is placed in the b'ound; the. bye-flanders
make a great howling, to keep off evil Ipirits,
that fa the deceafcd may ell in peace. When
the corpfe is in the grave, and before it is filled up,
he relations light a fir , at \ zhich the prieft, with
va'rious c rcmonics and reprcfentations, divides
among the byc-Itanders, pieces of root; which they
caft into the fire, anti burn to afhes, The allies
are then fir wed over the face of the deceafed,
and the ercmony oncludcs, by raifing a hillock
of th over the grave. III fome nations the ce-
rernony varics a Iittl , but in g~ncral the cuftorns
are much the fame. In fom .. towns are public
houfes, wh rc a man rna dille fOJ t n zirnpo. Be-
fore he is fer cd, he puts clown the moner, for
"hich ~l Jifh is till d with vegetables t be '.tcn
witl:i a fin II. If· 11 itl -r perfon comes in, the

1 i un,le



TRAVELS IN' THE

fame difh filled with victuals is brought to him,
and fo in fuccef1ion; for during the time of eat-:
iug, the difh and the fpoon are never cleaned.

When we had paired over the top of this range
of mountains, we faw two other ranges, one of
which runs from north-eaf] to 'fouth, the other
-from north to weft. The way was very bad,
fometimes we had to clamber over fharp rocks,
at other times leap over clefts, and we met with'
many other difficulties. On the thirteenth we
came to a valley, which was for the gl'cater part
under water, and we were up to in our knees in
going through it. In the high places was very
fine grafs, on which our cattl pafturcd; and here
and there we faw fome palm trees.

On the rjrh, in the afternoon, we reached
Mathhy, the firft border village, confifting of an
hundred huts, and about twenty mif rable houf s.
In the firft lived Arabians, in the fecund Moors
Here the defart of Sahara properly terminates; but
before us were ftill fome immenfe forefts, fwarrn-
ing with wild bcafls, and abounding with ferpcnts.
'fhe inhabitants of the borders refcmblc the Moors.
and the Arabian of the defe +, in n:fpecr of man-
ners and cufloms, They (cern however to have
no reli zion. Some geo~raphcrs beftow too great

cnco-
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encomiums on this people, when they defcribe
them as mild and well difpofed; and Mungo Park,
in particular, celebrates their fame in a manner
which they do not dcfcrve.

I-

The inhabitants of Biledulgerid near the borders;
are free and independent , but thofe whofe refi-
dence is within the, country, are mere' {laves to
their chiefs, whom they muft ferve with limbs and
life. They are firnple and fiupid, offding themfelves
up willingly to their ~hie£'i,for the fake of a good
name: but they bear their mifery and Ilavery with
mildnefs and good temper. Some geographers
call this land fruitful, but I mufl maintain the di-
rea contrary. In the eaft and fouthern parts there
are defarts and rocks ,; in the wcit, ridges of fand
hills and barren heaths. Here and there only, are
fome fruitful Ipots, which are cultivated by the
inhabitants. The woods to the north produce dates
palm, and tamarind trees, but part of them belong
to Tripoli, and their produce can fupply but a frnall
part of the inhabitants with fruit, Here are wild
beafts iJ1 abundanc, but tame ones are fcarc .
When the har eft is over in the fruitful country;
the remainder of the Jaft harveft is fold or ex-
changed, in the following mariner l the provifions
are carried to the top of a mountain, a fire i'mack,
a long pole i'{tuck in the g 'olll1d, to which a doth

1 i .~
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i~fufpended on thetop, as on aflag-fraff. The in ..
habitants of the villages, who want provifions, on
feciI!g i ,come together- and purchafe or traflic for
the fruit on J:1L. 'the infpeftors, who are there,
raitc a tax. both on the fruit which is fold, and on
whatfoever is bought or exchanged for it. If'both
parties are con ented the bufinefs foon ends. Skins;
hides,oRrich feathers, and camels hair are brought
to the gr~at towns ana there cxpofcd to fale. In
the market-places, as in Europe, there arc tents and
booths. In the former, fruits, colours, corn, and
the like, are {old; the latter are provid d '" ith
poles, oftridl feathers, and i ory. The po-
pulatiori of the uffi:ilrncn,who are t e proper inha-
bitants or natives of this country, is not confider-
able; and it feems, that the barrennefs at the coun-
try extends itfelf to the human £pedes: for there
are few families here with more than two children.
When war breaks out, all the male capable of bear-
ing arms mufl take the field, e..rcept the rcfident
Moors and Ar bians, who levy a determinate num-
ber of troops and arc cxcufedj the firfr,

In times of peace th e for e moft part
un er arms, and defend til country ag-.1infl:rob.
hers; the others, b .aufe they ell lvate the ground
rak ..' care of the ca J , and are neceffarily
plo,;;d·n f;lifil~6fupplk<; for the army.
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The religion of this country is the Mahornetan,
hut 'there arc to be found heathens and idolators;
and no where is religion attended to with
the utmoft fir18:ne[..,: there is 119 bigotry, every
one may think and believe as he pleafcs, provided
111't l1C docs not fay he is a Chrifii:1.l1;, From
this dilpofition they are little given to profelytifm.
TI e pri H5 enjoy great liberty and peculiar privi-
Jrges. If any of them are guilty of great crimes,
rhey are not to be punifhed either by the chief
or the del r , but the caufc is to be decided by the
rdt of their brethren. Their maintenance is de-
rived from the congregation, over whom they
arc entruflcd with the direction. In general
twenty or thirty families join together in the
fupport of a pride and a nwfc1. It is cuftomary
for the -ri {h to go to mofch at fim-rifing and fun-
fctting, to diver there a prayer, and to read to the
perfcn: preknt a kiron out of the Koran: befides
this t11 y k ep fchool thrice a day in the open air,
and infirucr the children in the Koran, in writ-
ing, and in accomprs, IL the months of June and
July no inilruction is given, for they have then
holidays. ,11.l11: of tile prief s have hom two to
four wives, who ~U\! cry much honoured and
cftccmed. TL priefis alfo practifc phyfick, which
how-vc 'they n v r giveto a fick man till he is
r r v 1in ': f r they believe an i giv~ i~ out, that

1 i 3 .' ~~
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It IS againft the command of God and his pro-
phet, and that Iicknefs is a punifhment, which
ought not to be removed by the phyfician. When
:figns of recovery are perceivable, they fay, that
God and tbe propl et have removed the puniih-
ment, and it. is now lawful to afiifr the weaknefs
of the body. They are alfo foothfayers at mar-
riage contracts, and when a lover has made choice
of a female, their opinion is afked, which they give
after a great deal of buffoonery, faying, " God
and the great prophet are pleafed with the con-
tract ; or they are not pleafed with it." Circum-
cifion is pradifed here according to the Maho-
metan cuftom; and the eldeft of the family
mufl always be prefent at it. When children
q.uit their fchool, 'which is at their tenth or
twelfth year, the [on comes under the Ipccial in-
fpeftion of th father) and the dauzhter under that
of the mother, by whom they arc prepared for
their future mode of life: but if a yo~rg man
withes to go into Orders, he enjoys the inflruction
~f th ~I ricft f r a longer time, and refidcs in his
lioufc, and th fath r mufl then provide for the
child's maint nancc. The: n ell employ them-
felves partly in hunti ltg, partly in I ufin >fs; work
with earth, wo d, fronc, and iron; make linen
and [Ilk, and are enga, ed in vari us oth r ways.
Th 1, -omcn and fcrualc Ila {;g take care of the

houfe
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houfe and work in the field; but the men take
care of the cattle, which are foddered by Ilaves.
MoR of the inhabitants of this country keep
naves, who go willingly into fcrvice, as they ar~
here very well treated.

Among their moveables, there is nothing prized
1()much by the men as their gun and their fabre,
which they take with them, if they go only fifty
or a hundred Ileps from horne. Every inha-
bi.tant is permitted to carry thefe with him on the
roa.d, the Jews only excepted, who a~'~prchibited
from ufing them. The chiefs and governors
cannot determine' arbitrarily in weighty matters;
they muH: take counfel with' the elders, and may
then execute or mitigate the punifhment decreed,
but they cannot increafe it. Thieving, if the
thief be caught in the aa, is puni£p.ed feverely,
Rut if a perfon be fufpeB:ed only, 110 one can
fpeak of it, nor fearch the houfe. If a Jew be
Iufpectcd, his houfe may be fearched by the fuf-
pcctor and an elder, the latter being requefied to
attend: and if the !caft thing be found here, fiolen
fi'om him or any other native, the Jew is infiantly
laid on" hi~; back, a nd flogged, on the belly, till he
dies.

Mofi:
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Moft people are cleanly in their c1oathing. The
women da~b their lips and eyeballs with a re _
colour, frizzle their hair and powder it with a
red powder. This is not the" cafe every day, but
always on Fridays, which is their weekly Sabbath.
The dead are carri d, if it be a!1y way' poflible,
and buried on high mountains,' with their faces
ur ed to the earth. Over the grave are raifed, "'
i:\0 neral, fmall round blocks of none, on which
the reianons of the deceafed, at" ccrta!n times,
pb....e fio 'e:s, food, and wood, and infcribe what
1 ,hte1 J happened in th~ county ill their family.

i r turn now to my journey : it feemed likely to
be f on ended; but I was deflined to mor ~trouble~
. r.c perplexities. On' tl C I 4th w~ had a day of
r -, fe: all tel 5th we travelled onward, and left
tl chain of mountains rather on the caf], About
mi -day we came to the firO: vilhge inhabited by
t ie Muflulmen, and all d Naykakoh. Several of
the ir.l.abitants ca~e running half a league to u ,
- 11(l afking whcth r w would p, fs th ight with
them, and on our J dining i ,appeared very for-
rowful, Rill valkii g .with us. III villa re
.oflrich flefh and millet cak s vere iffribut·:d
arne Ig u , for who h 0-':: con 1 aor P' id t n zim-,
po a head. \Vith his thy",' re vc y wen con-

tent d
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tented, and [aid, that if \ 'e would fray the night
there, nothing farther would be required from 'us:
As we had predetermined to go on to Haty~ji~
we foon fe~ off again, and went over a fand 'hill,
which from the late rains ",'as as ha.rd as ice, and
covered with a wet greafy dufr, on which we ran.
great ri q e?f fliding and falling down. At fun-
let we reached Hatynaji, . nd paired the night in a
caravan houfc. This place contains about foul'
hund cd houfes and huts, an is iituatcd in a fruit-
ful country, a league from the river Coemtam.

Fr m the 16th to the 19th, durinz confiant rain
and wind, we paffed over a hizh mountain, and,
faw nothing of i portance, excepting ferne mifer-
able villages. Ncar fieep mountains, and on barren
plains, we, fi v h re and there fome palm-trees; and
.n the morning were obliged to keep a good 1 ok
out, as ,11' times lions, tygers, wolves, baboons, and
other ,1 imals \' re I taking their way to the river
o drink.

On the J 9t_hat n id-day we came to the little
town of ]t, } {;;ch, but found none of the con-
v niei .ics which we c. peeled, and had befides a
very bad nicln 's lodging. . 1 his place is inhabited
by Arabians, 1'101.rs, nativ 'S, and Jews; is exten-
L ve in its buildings, which however, are only mifer-
, able



,

able houfes and huts on the declivity of a hill ruu-'
ning from fouth to north. Here, unfortunately',
I was feized with a fever, owing to the rain of
the laft three days, which had kept me conftantly
wet to the Ikin. The attack was fo violent that
I could not fiand oIl/my feet, but was obliged to
lie on the ground. The caravan refufed to take
me with them on their departure, for they thought
that my dilorder was inf 8:ious, and when they
were gone, our ,hoil: too, would not permit me to
nay in the. caravan houfe. By many entreaties 1
obtained a delay of' a few days; but as on the z3d
Lobferved no fymptoms of recovery, he turned
me out of the houfe. I went to feveral houfes
and huts, and begged to be admitted, but no one
had pity on me, fo that I crawled out of the city
to Omothy, a village about a league to the wen-
ward.

On my way to Omothy I was caught in a vio-
lent fhower, which vet me through, and fo weak-
ened me, that I could fcarcely fl:and. WhiHl: I
was bending over my fl:affjuft to refl:myfc1f, {orne
Jews, who came out of the ·ilhgc, and were going
into the town, fiepp d up to me, and afked me
whether I was ill. I reph d, yc~, and yet no 011('

will take pity on me, or give me a lod"ing. One
of the Je ~.~a YQUllO' man poke privately a few

.. ord<;

.

I
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! •

"words with the oldefl, who then afked me whether
I had ~ny money? Not much I replied, for I am
only a working man, and have not had any work
for fame time. Upon this me gave me his fiick,
and faid, "Go on into the village, my houfc is
the fixth on the left hand, Ihew this fiick, and fay
that its mailer has promifed you a lodging." I
crawled on and got fafe to the village. Before
this houfe I found J. lad, to whom I {hewed the
frick, and afkcd, whether the man to whom the
flick belonged was mailer of that houfe. Yes, he
-replicd, the frick belongs' to my father. Whilfi r
was [peaking to the boy, two Moors Iiepped up,
and afkcd me who I was, and w110mI wanted? 1. .

am a workman, 1 repli d, who fe11ill of a fever
..in the town about a league off, and as no one would
givc me a lodging, was compe11edto travel farther.
On my way hither a man met me, whofe frick I
have here in my hands, nquired 'what was the
matter with me, and on my begging a lodging,
rent me hither to his own houfe. What is your
bulincfs ? What work can you do? I am a carpen-
ter and joiner. What are you ill of? I now told
them, what had h, ppened to me ill the way, and
how I had caught my illnefs, but t11CY did not un·
dcrfland me, for they are not acquainted with the.
fev r, and they afked whether I fhould die of this .:
f,iifordcr? I anfwcrcd, no; for it only weakens

the
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the frame. Upon this 'one of them [aid, we will
come to fee you azain t -rnorrow, and if yOU are

'. .
well; will procure you forne work, and take <;;U"C

of you, and then they \ rent away.

tthe lad conducted me into a little hovel behind
fhe houfe, brought me a bundle of {haw and f me
palm leaves, and left m . Here I did not li much
better than in the opell air, for i rained thl'ough
at all quartet', and there was no door, The fever
~. al-ened me by another frill more violent attack,
<md I thought, that, as in fq miferabl a lodging' I
could not expect to get better, my end was not far
diflant. In the ev ning my hoft came to m , to
whom I com lained of my diftrefs, and particu-
hrly of exceflive thirfl. I' brought me a pot of
water, coloured over with milk, for whicl he in-
ftantly demanded twelve zimpo. As faw, that I
fhould be obliged to P:lY,I entered into an a rcc-
ment with this man, paid him the twelve zimpo he
required, and promifed on every day following to
pay him ten zimpo. No one had compaflion on
)TIe; Iwas kept like a wr tchcd beaft in a mifer-
able hovel and thorough air, and could not c 'pcd:
to recov r. In the eveninz only my hofc let me
fee him, when he ame for his promifed ten zim-
po, and took the opportunity of bringing 1 e fome
meal and vater, Once I exprefled my {\;rprifu,

that
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that they fhould leave me in fa miferable a-place,
and refufe me entrance into the houfe. I foon
heard, however, that this Jew was infected with
falfe notions of religion; for he told me, that
God had punifhed me, and fo long as he was
angry with me, no one could receive me, 11::£1 my
punifhrnent fhould fall upon him. One day when
the fev r was not .upon me, I wiihed to go out,
'but was charged' by my hofi to fray within, for
he faid, that, if his neighbours faw that he had'
10Clged a fick flranjzcr, Lfhould be thrown into.
prifo ,and:J. fine wo U be impofed upon him. I
believed this; t fiI11, b twas foon after better in ..
flructed : for Iome days after, one of his female
Ilaves vifited me, and told me,' that her mail: r
took me for a Frenchman in difguife, and con-
jcCturccl, that I had brought a good deal of money
with me, which he would take to himfelf, when I
died, as he hoped, and then he would privately
bury me. If r did not die, and did not, on my
departure, make him a confiderable prefent, he
would raifc a falfe report about me, and then fell
me;-probably, as a Ilavc to fome trader.

It rained hard till the fixth of J 11y, during
which time I remained quietly in my hut, but as
foon as the fun {hone out again, I forced myfelf
up, and got out to e jo the frcfh air. My hoft

,endeavoured
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endeavoured to frighten me by all forts df
fpeeches, but I paid no attention to them, and
kept firm to my purpofe. He then wifJ:ed to
keep my papers and my mantle, for he thought
that the Moors would quickly take thefe things
from me. I would not however allow of this,
for I faw clearly that he fpoke fo merely out of
covetoufnefs i and I told him he ought not to
think that I was his Ilave, for r owed him no-
nothing, and could, in fpite of any oppofition on
his part, at any time go away to another lodg ..
ing. When he fawthat he' could not detain
me, he let me go, but fent his fon with me as a
guard, that, as he faid, he might know where I
chafe to fray. The above mentioned nave had
fpread it abroad, that I was a Chriflian, on which
account the Moors, who paITed me at every flep,
had no compaflion on me.

On the 7th the two Moors, who had fpoken to
me on my arrival in the village, paid me a vifit, and
enquired after my welfare; and when I defcribed
to them my wretched fituation, and pointed out
to them my mifcrable hut, they advifcd me to leave
the Jew, and to travel to Tegoarin, where Ifhould
be better taken care of, and Ihould alfo find work.
They offerea alfo to take me with them, a they
were going thither i.n a fc days. I thanked them

for
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for their goodnefs, but reprefented that I WJ5 un-
able to fiir two hundred fteps farther on foot.
They then promifed to procure me a horfe, and to
fetch me, and defired me particularly to be ready
by the next morning for my departure.

A foon as they were gone, the Jew ran infl:antly
up to me, to know what thcfe people had faid,
and whether I was acquainted with them. " I
am very well acquainted them," I replied, " and
{hall foon t~e my journey with them, for Hhall
'never recover my health in this hovel." This
furprifed him, and he became more friendly, ad-
vifing me not to travel with Moors, who would'
certainly fell me, and promifing to take me to
his brother, about four days journey off, where
1 might work, and have bester conveniences.
" Who can fell me," faid I, " I am neither
Chrifliun nor Negro: I am a free man, and may
work where Ipleafc in the country." The Jew
looked at me with aftonifhment, and afk.ed me,
Where is your h me? Not far hence. My King
would certainly take vengeance of thofe who
fhould fell me as a Ilave. I now again complained
of his ill treatment, but rcc iv d no confolation,
f r he I ft me. On the following day I did
not Ilir out, as the Jew had told me, that
h would bring me fame pl :fi k , and in faa he

brought
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broughi:~ me _iii the evening a'<powder, ,vhich;
.when he was gone, I Ruck under my Ilraw , as
I placed no confidence in him; I did not take it.

. I .

On the ninth, four armed Moors came to the
houie on hod' ba .k, with a led horfe, and afked
my hofl whether I WCl.S awake. He anfwcred,
-that I could not fet oiT fa early in the morning, as
he had given me fame phyfick to take. ThetMoors
not being fatisfied with this anfwer; two of them
difmounted and came into the yard, and as the
Jew attempted to puih them out, they drew their
'fabres ; the Jew then ran away, and they carrie to
the hovel, and called out to 111 . to follow them. I
did fa, but was held back by the Jev , who now
hurried up to me, and afkcd me what I was doing.
I am going away, I replied. I have paid you for
e rery day, what more can you dcfirc of rrie ? You
have not paid me, he [aid, f r my labour and phy-
fick; and till that is done you have no right to go;
He now feized me by the arm, and would have led
me back a -ain; but the 1001'S would not permit,
him, an 1added menaces. This, how vcr, did not:
prevent him from holding me hft, and the b tter
t keep me, he feize me by the hair. Upon tl is
the Moors wer in J paftio!1,drew their fabrcs, and
beat: him; and durinz this diilurbancc, I ran out
f the houfe, got on horfcback, and rode away, fol-'

lowed b the Moor".
A horri t
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A horrid wood was in our way; we faw .erffY·
fi.ngle huts; till we came to a beautiful village,
where we paffed the night. Here Arabians,
Moors.Tews, and MufTulmen live.together. As
foon as I came into the public or caravan houfe,
I threw myfelf down on the ground, entirely over-
come with fatigue. My comrades entered into
converfation for fame time with the holt, who was
an Arabian; he brought me a difh of young date
fproLlts, and afked me, what my difeafe was, and
whether I expected to recover my health again.
J replied, that I Ihould foon recover, with good
lodging and refl. He examined me for {orne
time, and then left me. From feveral circum-
fiances I conjecture, that the Moors had an in-
clination to feU me here; but as the hoft found an
objection in my illnefs, they could not come to an
agrccm nt. A female flave brought a heap of
palm leaves, on which I laid myfelf down, and
fell qui tly aflcep, without any fort of careabout

J my future deftiny. In the morning the fever
I .'

came on me again very violently, and as I was
torm nted with thirfl, I ran into the 110ft's room
to feek for water ;--here I faw a difh of four
milk, which I inflantly fcized, and, from my tor-
ture, emptied it alruoft completely. On returning
back to the couch my fever left me, and indeed
for this time it quitted me entirely. I had to

K k thank

-
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thank the four milk-alone for my recovery, and I
was heartily glad to get rid thus of my mifery.
I muft add here, .that the villages and places which
I pafled through from the borders hither were
Republican, and did not pay taxes to any prince.

Travelling onward on the rrth, we paffed by fe-
veral villages, belonging to the prince Akumba •
.Mahomed *, very ill built, and with feemingly very
poor inhabitants. Between thefe villages we
found fome Arabian hords, in which I every
where remarked great poverty. Bad as the coun-
try is, for it is every where covered with fand hills,
with only here and there a few date-trees; the
population is very great, and from twenty to thirty
villages are feen in a day's journey. 'Ve pafled
the night with all Arabian horde, confifiing, as
they faid, of three thoufand perfons, and which is
the largell: in this country. Their Emir refides ill
his own palace, a half day's journey off to the
north. On the 12th we afcended a part of the
chain of mountains, twelve days journey in length.

,
* I do not find this country in any of my mllr~, It is four

.days journey ill length, from eafl to wefl:, and a day's journey
in breadth, from north to fouth. It is governed by an Emir,
who, by hi. knowledge in various ways, difcovers a manifefi
fupcriority over the other princes of Barbary

covered
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oovered with forefts, and filled with tygers, lions,
wolves; and other wild beafis, which make the
paffage very unfafe, and here particularly great
herds of elephants are feen. My guides~ who'
were born and bred in this country, faiel, that they
had never heard of anyone who had palled
through this woody range, from Iouth-eafi to
north-weft, as everyone was in dread of the nu-
merous monflers to be found in the journey; and
if anyone had attempted it, he would moft aflur-
edly have been torn to pieces by ravenous beafis.
Before we reached the little fpot adjoining to this
range, my guides Hood Hill in terror, expe8:ing
every moment a herd of wild beafts, but we raw
nothing except a few hundred porcupines, and
other fmall animals. ""e now arrived at a vail:
lake, deriving its waters from the mountains, and
on the fouth fide a river flowing from it, named by
the Moors Serobago, or Mountain River. Leav-
ing the lake on one fide, we reached in a few
hours, juf] as it was dark, Tinefalb: here it was
intended to f II me, and not to convey me to Te-
gorarin, which lies two leagues farther off. We
took up our lo(lgillgs at the public-houfe, and
found there tolerable entertainment. Three of my
guides went out, as I obferved, to fee whether
they could fell me; one remained with me, and
talked of our farther journey, probably to lull me

Kk 2 into
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into fecurity. An hour after the other three came
back, and foon made known their intentions, for'
one of then faid, " You may fray here, and to-
morrow you Ihall have fame work." "Not as a
{lave, however," I replied. "No, no," was the
anfwer. When I rofe in the morning, two of my
guides led me to an inhabitant of the village, who
afked me, from what country I came, and what
work I could do. I replied that I was born a
fubjea of the king of Haoufla, and travelled
as, a carpenter and joiner, and gun-maker. After
fome converfation, the man afked me, whether r
had recovered my health, and whether my fa-
ther was aMoor. I aflented to both quefrions.-
"Good," faid he,"'then flay with me, and Iwill
give you employment." Meal and milk were
now, brought to me; my guides carried away
two goats and two fheep, and took leave of us.
After I had eaten my new haft, who was now
my mafler, as well as a carpenter and Gave-dea-
ler, ordered me to look out for fome pieces of
good timber, and to make fomething as a proof
of my expertnefs. I looked out for fome pieces,
and went into the, workfhop, where I found a
large broad hatchet, two great chiflels, two
borers, fome knives, like Ihoernakers-knives, and
a faw. With there inftruments I made a little
clofet, with four {helves, with which, as I cafily

raw,
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raw my mafier, who was a mere hou[t:.carpenter,
was very much pleafed. G ns were now brought
to me, which Irepaired, to the great fatisfa8:ion of
their pofleflors. Good eating and drinking I had
in plenty, but no money; for my mafler kept that
to hirnfelf, but did not let me perceive that I was
his Dave. I made fome childrens' coaches, fame
funning chairs, for little children, litle feats and
the like, and could fee that my hail was well
paid for my work; for example, he Icld a child's
coach for two good Iheep.

On the 13th of February 1790, he brought four
young female Daves into his houfe, and took them
on the 20th to Omozab *. For this journey he took
,me with him, without faying thatI Ihould not return
again, but merely pretended that I fhould ferve
as a guard. He gave me his gun; I went be-
hind, and he himfelf rode on before. When we
had gone about a league, the youngefi and pret-
ticfl of the naves looked at me feveral times with
a moft piteous afpeCl:, but I did not underfiand
her figns , and after going another half league, the
could walk no farther, but fet hertelton the fand;

* A little town in the kingdom of Mezzab, a day's journey
from Mezzabath, a town on the river Oniwoh.

K k s and
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and fhewed me her feet, which were fore from tbe
fand over which we had been travelling, I called,'
out to my mafier that if he did not ride flower,
this nave would perifh, and that I fhould for my
own pleafure go flower. This fa incenfed him, that

. he advanced towards me, and threatened that if I,
either flaid behind, or attempted to run away, he
would fhoot me dead on the fpot. "You fhall
firO: be Ihot yourfelf." faid J, pretending to be
very angry. 1 had fcaree1y pronounced thefe
words, when he began to change his tene , he
then difmounted, placed the female {lave on the
{addle, walked very Ilowly by my fide, offered me
a piece of turtle, and behaved in a very friendly
manner,

About noon we arrived at a village, where he
procured plenty of victuals and milk for us, and,
after an hour's fiay, we were ordered to proceed.
When it began to grow dark, we crofled the Ri-
ver Oniwoh, in a boat conftructed of eight planks,
fimilar to what is called a flying ferry-boat, drawn
from one fide to the other by means of a rope
ftretched acrofs the river. \Ve entertained fame
hopes that.our mafler would now {lop, but in this
we were deceived, and were obliged to continue
on our way till midnight, when we arrived at
Cartoh, a beautiful village, inclofcd on one fide

with

. ,
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with a wall. 1Ve pafled the night in a houfe def-
tined for the ufe of th~ caravans; and here the
youngeft of the female Daves, who was about
twelve or fourteen years of age"was exchanged
for three fheep, As it rained all the next morn-
ing, we halted fome time, and then continued our
journey, through feveral villages, till the following
day, when we reached Cofjahata. Here we were
again obliged to crofs the river already mentioned,
and having arrived, towards evening, at Omozab, .
we had to crofs it once more. Omozab is a neat
little town, contifting of about three hundred
houfes, and thirty or forty huts; the Jatter fianding
by themfelves on the north fide of the town, ,and
inhabited by Arabs and Jews. At this place, to
my great furprife, I was exchanged for three
fheep and a horfe, and became the property of a
MuffLlJman, who was a merchant. I heartily
curfed myoId mafler, and much more the deceit-
ful Moor; but this repining did not better my
fituation, and Iwas forced to fubmit to my fate.
Fortunately, however, I found my new mafier to
be a good-natured, worthy man, who, although
a Mahometan, efteemed and refpeEted all, even
thofe who were not of his own religion; and he
rewarded fueh of his flaves as diligently executed
his commands. On the fii-fi day he addreflcd me
in the following manner: "You are a Chrifiian,

K k 4 but
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but I wil] not hurt you on that account; I bought
you at a high price, but I {hall not ;'egret my bar-
gain if you are diligent, and behave as you ought j

nay, if, after fome time, I find you to be an ho-
neft man, I will provide for you in fuch a man-
ner as you have but little idea of at prefent." His
friendly afpect, and mild manner of fpeaking, as
well as his kind behaviour towards the other
Ilaves, entirely gained my affection, and made me
refolve to render myfelf deferving of his care and
attention. A fmall cottage was affigned me where
Icould once more fleep comfortably, in the con-
fidence that I was in the hands of a worthy man.
On the next day the merchant afked me whether
~ had tools proper for repairing fire-arms. I {hewed
him the few I poffeffed, and told him I had been
robbed of the reft. He immediately conducted
me to the houfe _of a perfon who dealt in tools,
and ordered me to take fuch as, I wanted. This
day he would not permit me to do any work, but
on the next I took his bcft piece, repaired it, and
put it in the pea ord r poflible. As my mafler
now perceived that I was an expert workman,
and that my labour would produce him confider-
able profit, he became ftill more kind to me, and
ordered me to be fupplicd with the fame food and
drink as himfclf ufcd, nay, he would fornctimcs
faye for me part of a rare or favory difh. 1 had

lived
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lived with this worthy man a year and three weeks,
when he propofed to take me with him to
Mezzabath, where he had bufinefs to tranfact. I
"vas at once to guard himon the road, a"well as afii.fl:
him in his commercial tranfaCtions. 'Ve departed.'
on the 3d of May 1791, travelled through a wood.
and. acrofs fome vallies, and, in the evening, arriv-
ed .at Mezzabath. This is a handforne and rather a
large town, on the River Oriiwoh, confifling of
about a thaufand houfes, fome of them tolerably
g~od, and others very indifferent, the whole
arranged in three principal Itreets, with few
crofs fireets. The former are fixty feet wide,
raifed near the buildings, but low in the middle.
The fireets are thus formed, in order that the river,
when it overflows, may run freely through them.
On the north fide of the town Ilands a came, fur-
rounded with a ditch and a wall, which inclofes
alfo that fide of the town.: People of different
nations are to be found here,' as, indeed, is the
cafe over the whole country. A confiderable
trade is carried 011 at Mcz zabath , a number of
caravans having chofen it as a general place of
rendezvous, b 'cause many articles of commerce
can be purchafed her ; and the country around
being fertile, affords good and cheap fodder
for bcafis of burthen, On our arrival we
found the town full of people and cattle , a kind

of
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of fair being now held, to which Ieveral caravans
had brought goods for fale. There were many

- merchants from the kingdom of Morocco, with
whom my matter did a great deal of buiinefs , ex-
changing ivory, oftrich-feathers, and Ikins, for
other merchandize. I was not an idle {petrator,
having to convey the purchafed goods to a place of
fafety, and to deliver fuch articles as my mailer
would not carry along with him, to the caravans
which propofed to pafs through his place of refi-
deuce.

On the firt1: day my mafter employed himfelf
entirely in trading, and, as I could eafi ly perceive,
made conficlerable profits. He paid away con,
1idcrable fums of money, and our tiger ikin, or
money-bag *", which I was obliged to carryeve;-y
where after him, became, like Efop's burthen,
lighter and lighter.

Several merchants fixed their eyes on me, and
appear 'el to be much pleafed with my diligence
and a8ivity; one of them, a friend of my mafler's,
laid a Inare for me, which involved me in great
difirefs. Oo~ evening, while I was looking after

..,It i, made of a whole liger's (kin, ami fhilcned on the
horse' back, ill the same manner as onr portmanteaus.

my
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my horfes, and giving them fodder, this -perfon,
with the concurrence of the landlord, took away
the tyger's fkin which contained 'our money, and
hid it in a corner. On my return I afked the land-
lord, whom I had previoully requefted to keep an
eye on the bag, what was become of it ? He defired
me to go about my bufinefs, faying that he had

. fomething elfe to do than to watch my bag. I
now became extremely uneafy, ran up and down,
in. the greateft diflrefs, enquiring for 111y bag of
everyone Imet, and, at ]ength,~feeing my matter's
friend, I afk.ed him alfo.-But he, infiead of an
anfwer, gave me a blow on the head, and threa-
tened that he would order his Daves to give me
the baftinado. This put me out of temper, ef-
pecially as the fpeCtators were laughing at myex-
pence. I flew at him in a moment, and gave him
some [mart blows about the head. Enraged at
this falutation, he called aloud for his Daves, and
ordered them to bind me, and keep me' fafe in
cuftody , but.as I was as little difpofed to fubmit
to them as to their mafter, I knockeJ down the
firfi that approached me, flew to my matter's muf-
ket, and, having got hold of it, delircd them to re-
tire, or I would blow their brains out! Upon
this, none of them, ventured to approach me ,
but only threatened and fcolded. Fortunately,
my rnafl:er returned at this moment. O~ entering

4 the
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the place, and feeing me with his mufket in my
hands, he exclaimed, "What is the matter here ?"
He then wrefted the piece from, me, and would
have firuck me with it, but for the intervention
of his friend, who then told him that he intended
only to try me, and that he himfelf had been the'
caufe of the confufion. "You have a faithful and
courageous Ilave, {aid he, let me have him, and I
will give you three fat goats in exchange for him."
They then entered into a converfation refpeCling
the propofed bargain, and much praife was be-
fi:owed upon me, while they fat drinking' of fung-
fus *. After feveral bowls had been emptied,
and 90th were fomewhat intoxicated, the bargain
concerning me was concluded. My mafler, ~t
firf], refufed to fell me, but at length, he agreed' ~O
part with me for four fat goats. My new milier
was highly pleafed that he thus got me into 'his
fervice, but myoId matter, when recovered from
his intoxication, attempted to Ilart objections,
which, however, were 110t admitted, and I was
obliged to go with ..."'lly new matter, whofe .name

,* Sungfus is a fort of palm-wine, or beverage, prepared by
boiling the tender branches, and black berries of a particular
Ipecies of palm-tree, and bears fame- refcmblancc to the Ger-
man heer at Hirfchb rg_

was
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'was Zalaman Mahorned, refiding 'at. Mezza-
bath.

I expected hard treatment from this man, but
was, happily) difappointed. He made me a kind
of overfeer, to look after fourteen of his Ilaves , and
in refpe8: to food, he provided for me much better
than the former had done. I remained only four,
months in the porreffion of this worthy man, when
he (old me to a merchant, who was returning to
J\lforocco, with a caravan from Mecca,

CHA·P.
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CHAP. XV.

- Departure of the Caravan from Mezzabatli to
Morocco=s-Bctmeenthe Cozul Mountains and
the River Tegtat, the Caravan is attacked by a
Baud of roving Arabs; who kill four Slaves

- and three Camels, but are V111lquij1zedand put to
flight.- TIle Caravan refis two days at Zalt-
tamy, a Tripoline ViLlagr:.- The Innahy, or
Rainy Monntains=-srlrrioes at Azafia=-De-
Ji:ription of the Kingdom of Morocco.--Account
of the People, of the Manners, Cufloms, Reli-
gion, and Form of Government if the Empire,
and of tlie City of Azqfia.---Thf! Author is treat-
ed kindli) by his Majler, who dijlinguij1les him
from other Slaoes==He isredeemcdfrom Slavery
by a private Agent of the Frencli Republic, ill
the year 1796, in confequcnce 0/ the Repre-
feutation af his Cafe made by the Captain of a
Dutch Ship, toill: whom he embarks for Hol-
land.

ON the 6th of S ptember my new mailer and I
departed with the caravan. It confifted of

merchants from various nations, of perfons of dif-
ti'n8:ion
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flinEl:ion who had been performing a pilgrimage to
Mecca, and of Ilaves. '¥e proceeded flowly on
our journey, as-the roads were bad, and our beafis
were very. heavily laden. Every day forne of our
company left the caravan, as we approached
or palled their refpecti ve deftinations. 'Ve
travelled over mountains .where the path was
fometimes fa narrow as only to permit the paf-
fage of one perfon at a time. 'Ve were confiant-
1yon the watch in thefe parts to prevent being
furprifed by the Arabs, as our caravan conveyed
many valuable articles, which would have afford ..
ed rich plunder to thole robbers. That which we
apprehended a8:ually happened on the Ieventh
day after our departure, namely, on the 13th of
September. A number of armed Arabs attacked
us between the Cozul Mountains and the River

. Tegtat , killed four of our Daves and three camels,
and, though they loft feveral men in the attack.
obfiinately continued the combat. We defended
ourfelves to the utrnofi of our power, and at length
had the good fortune to repel the whole
troop. The victory however was not obtained '
till two of our merchants and five naves were
wounded, betides the four that were killed. 'Ve
prefervcd all our property, and the burthens of the
{lain camels were diftributcd among thofe that re-
mained. My fcrvitude now became extremely

laborious.
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laborious. One of the Daves belonging to my·
mafter had run away, two others were among
thofe who were killed, and thus the care of two
camels and two horfes neceflarily devolved upon
me.

'Ve remained two days at a fmall village named
Zahtamy, which belongs to Tripoli, and is a very
chearful, bufy place, as feveral caravans touch
there in their journies to Egypt and Mecca. Some
of thefe remain there during what is termed their
winter feafon. At this village we repacked our
goods, and drefled the wounds of thofe who had
fuffered in our combat with the Arabs. From
this period I could pay but little attention to the
villages, towns, and .other places we pafled
through, my time being too much engaged,
having as much bufincfs on my hands as had been
previoufly managed by three naves. During the
day I was on horfeback, leading tlle two camels;
in the evening I was obliged to feed them, to un-
load the bales, and in addition to all this keep
watch every third night. When I wifhed to be
informed of any thing I found myfelf greatly at a
Iofs for want of a perfect knowledge of the lan-
guage, as in the whole caravan there were only
four rn rchants with whom I could converfe. I, ,
however, obferved that the country fituated to the

weftward,
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weflward, is in many places fertile, and in others
barren; but it is in general well inhabited. As far
. as. the Innahy or rainy mountains, which lie in tht!
centre of the kingdom of Morocco, and are from
fouth to north, ten days journey in length, and one
.in breadth, we every day met with villages and
cottages, particularly near the rivers,· where we
found good patiure for the cattle. Six refi:ing days
excepted, we had travelled eight-and-twenty days
and three nights fucceffively, when we arrived
011 the II th of OCtober,}lt Azafia.

The. empire of Morocco is one of the mofi:
beautiful and fertile countries upon earth, but is
not cultivated, as we might expect it to be, under
a milder government. The defpotifm and ca-
pricious bumour of the emperor proves an infur-
mountable bar to any efforts which the fpirit of
induftry might produce among the natives, and
reduces them to a, flare of indolence and indiffe-
renee, bordering upon' apathy. He who, by his
provident and fuccefsful labour, has improved
the foil which he cultivates, is on that very account
deemed, as it were, obnoxious, and is forced to
contribute in a larger proportion. Let the harvefi:

.' De ever fi) abundant, the farmer muft fcarcely hope
to retain a bare fufficiency for the fupport of him-
felf and fam ily. Either the emperor in perfon, or

L 1 hi.
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his rapacious prefects, take every thing to them-
felves, and even employ force when the arts of
cunning' and. fraud fail in obtaining their pur-
pofes. The prefent emperor, it is faid, i~ not of fo
cruel and ferocious a tem per as his predeceffor
was, yet a day feldom paffes in which fome unfortu-
nate wretch is not executed by his orders, or even
put to death by his own hands. The cruelty of this
barbarian is neverthelefs endured with the greateft
patience; and the deluded victims even efteern
themfelves fortunate when they learn that they are
to fuffer by the emperor's' own hands; indeed they
revere him as a defcendant of the great prophet,
and confider aU his commands as the decree of
heaven. - In the wildeft and rnoftunexplored re-
gions, of Africa, men more Ihipid and ignorant
are no where to be found than in this empire.

, As every male above the age of fifteen years,
mufi ferve as a foldier, when called upon, the em-
peror has it in his power to raife an army of
200,000 men within a few days; but little depen-
dence can, however, be placed on fuch troops,
as moft of them, the moors excepted, are raw, and
undifciplined.

'The emperor's body guard conlifts of fix hun-
dred moorifh horfemen, who have been accuftom-

ed
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ed to enj-oy every poffible privilege, and who, in
return, are guilty of every kind of excefs and bru-
tality. The fuprerne power is lodged in the hands
of the governors, but in inferior-places, fubordinate
magiftrates or officers rule according to their own
pleafure; the emperor feerns to give himfelf very
little trouble about them, or their proceedings,
provided ,they treat' his fubjects with fufficient
harfhnefs, and rigour. When a fubject ventures
to conceal any of his effects, or any part of his
grain, after it has once been demanded in the name
of the emperor, or a governor, and perfifts in
denying that he has any, fhould the effects or grain
happen afterwards to be difcovered in his poffef-
lion, the poor man is forthwith adjudged to have
fotfeited his life and property; nay he mull: COR..

fider it as a great favour, if the punifhment be
mitigated by putting him in irons for life, and by
banifhing his family out of the country.

The Mahometan priefts, who are not very nu-
merous in this country, frequently perpetrate, with
impunity, the moft horrid acts of infamy, injuftice,
and murder.

It is a COmtl1011.praCtice among them, to carry
the Koran about with them, and they with it to
be thought that they employ great care in the

L 1 2 Itudy
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I

-Iludy Mit. They exhort the people to attend > •

prayers, and to follow the precepts of that book;
they run three times a day to the mofque, and
like the priefls 'of Baal, bellow as if defirous to
awake the Deity, whom they pretend to adore, out.
of a profound Ileep, The prophet too is implored,
that he may fuffer his fon the emperor to reign
long on the. earth; but their real aim is not to
preach morality, much lefs to enlighten the peo-
pIe; on the contrary, their only wifh is to fuengthen
thernfelves in their own authority, and fecure an
unlimited afcendancy over the public mind, They
appear to pray, however, with great fervour and
devotion when imploring God and the prophet to
dellroy the infidels, and caufe them to perifh.
They employ. thernfelves feveral times daily in
infiruEting youth, but their leflons tend only to
flifle the fuggefl:ions of reafon in the young mind,
and to imprefs a flavifh fear of the prophet, and of
thernfelves, whom they would have them confider
as his fervants.

Polygamy is common in this country, it is not
unufual with the "Moors to have from four to fix
wives at a time, but they as frequently find oppor-'
tunities of getting rid of them. "When the wife
of a moor dies fuddenly, no <enquiry is made re-
fpe£ting the caufe, and if anyone Ihould come

forward
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forward to prove that murder has been committed
on the deceafed, he would not obtain a hearing.

When a moor thinks fit to afk in marriage the
daughter of a working tradefman, fhe muft be
inevitably delivered up to him, unlefs her rela-:
tions chufe to run the rifk of having their houfes
plundered, or of being themfelves fecretly a£faffi-
nated. The women are obliged to live very re-
clufe in feparate apartments.

Among the firf] clafs of inhabitants, confifi:ing
of merchants, priefis, officers, and the like, fome ,
men of integri~, . and of a liberal turn of mind
may be met with, but the greatefi: part may be
termed with propriety bafe and unprincipled
villains, efpecially the prides and the officers, who
are extremely treacherous and malignant. The
merchants are obliged to pay the tenth part of all
merchandize as a tax to the emper9r, or his gover,
nors, and they mnft alfo pay a capitation tax, a
war tax, and a tax for their personal fafety *; be-
fides thefe ufual taxes, free contributions, as pre-
fents to the empero,r, are very frequently demanded,

'" This tax is levied by the governor, who provides a guard
to proleCl the merchants warehoufes during the night.

and
L 1 :3
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and in addition to all thefe impofls, everyone
muft pay a certain regular tax for the fupport of
the priefls.

Jews are neither permitted to follow any trade,
nor poffefs property, but they are forced, like pub-
lic flaves, to perform the lowefl menial fervices,
and to endure the hardefl treatment, without daring
to complain.

The town of Azafia is about one-fourth as large
as the city of Morocco; it is handfomely built,
and carries on a confiderable trade, which is like-
wife daily increafing .. It is faid that between
eighty and ninety foreign fhips, laden with mer.
chandize, come to anchor annually in the road.

My mailer pofleffed eight negroe flaves, and two
moorifh fervants, who' were not fubjeEled ,to hard
. or cruel treatment, as no more labour was req uir-
ed of them than they could perform by moderate
exertions. I was entrufted with the care of four
horfes and, three camels, and although I received
the fame allowance as the reft of the Gave's, I
wail almoft daily provided with other dillies by my
mafter. lie was much pleafed with my diligence _;
I repaired two faddles and the furniture belong-

ino-o
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iflg to them as well as I could; I drefled the
leather, fuch as is commonly ufed here for fl-
rnilar purpofes, with allies and faIt, and made it
pliable with, fat taken from {beep's tails; I like-
wife repaired 'all tbe fire-arms which were in the
houfe, and fuggefied a number of improvements
in my matter's domeflic ceconomy.

When I firft entered into his fervice I received
the common flave-drefs, confifling of a blue fhirt,
blue ftriped trowlers, and a coarfe woollen cloak ..
but I was foon defired to lay thefe afide, and my
mafter made me a prefent offome half-worn cloaths,
am9ng which ~as a good cloak.

When my mafter travelled to other towns I ge-
nerally accompanied him, and on thefe 'occa60ns
was treated by him as his intimate friend; I en-
joyed the fame fare, flept on the fame fort of
couch, and tranfacted bufinefs for him in the
courfe of his commercial affairs.

On this occafion I could not but recollect the
tales of thofe who pretended to have beef} flaves in
this country, and who [poke of nothing but the fe-
verefl and mofi cruel treatment. I muft, ~owever,
beg leave to contradict them, as I had many oppor-
tunities of obfcrving, that faithful and diligent Chrif-

L I 4 tian -
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tian llaves are often treated here with great Ie-
nIty. When I had remained almoft a year in this
place, my matter took me with him on board a
Spanifh veflel, which had lately arrived, that I
might, with the afliftance of other naves, carry
home fuch goods as he might purchafe .. As foon
as Ihad fet my foot on the deck I was furrounded
by .feveral of the officers and forernaft men, who
afked me a number of queftions, but finding that
I was unacquainted with their language, they
called in a failor who underfiood the Englifh and
Dutch, and who on this occafion ferved as an inter,
preter. The officers defired him to demand of
me whether Iwas a Chriftian? How I came tq be
a Ilave r How long I had been here? d if Ihad
any defire to be fet at liberty? I anfwered their
firft quefiions agreeably to truth, and in reply to
the latter, told them that I had no reafon to be
diffatisfied with my fituation, as I was treated by
my mafter more like a friend or relation, than a
flave, My matter, who was ftanding clofe to the
captain, and at a little diflance from me, was high.
ly pleafed to hear me thus exprefs my affection and
efleern for him. When the officers and forernaft-
men found that they could make no impreffion
ppon me 10 refpect to changing my religion, the'

4 fhip's

_'
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fhip's chaplain approached, and attempted to per:
fuade me, by reprefenting that I could not openly
profefs my own religion here, and had therefore
much better throw myfelf on the generofity of the ,
Spaniards. To this prieft I returned no anfwer,
but advanced towards my matter. The pride frill
accofied me, and offered me fome beads to fay
my prayers by: but on refuGng to accept them,
He branded me as aheretic, undefervingof the kind
intentions they had exprefled towards me. :My"
mailer feemed highly delighted with my beha-
viour, -and promifed to reward me at a proper
time. I Ihould have been very willing to depart
with an Englifh, French, Dutch, Danifh, or Swe-
difh veffe ut the Spaniards and Portuguefe I
detefled, as I was no frranger to their ill treatment
of redeersed flaves in general, and efpecially of
fuch as are Proteftants,

The next day ahout noon, my mailer charged
both his free fervants to confider me hereafter not
as a nave, but as their comrade; and they were
ordered a1fo to give me a Ihare of the prefents
which they: received at different times. This was
far from being agreeable to them, and they there-
fore made it their fludy to impede me in my occu-
pations, and to harafs me by every means they could,
on every occafion; but I patiently fubmitted to

this
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this treatment, as thinking myfelf happy in the
favourof my mailer. One day one of thcfe fellows
gave me fuch a violent blow on the head, that
the blood gullied from my nofe and mouth; even
this treatment I intended to bear with patience,
to avoid drawing upon myfelf the hatred of other
Moors , but it fa happened, that my matter, a few
minutes after, entered our room, and feeing the
blood flow, afked what had happened? C I then
informed him what I had been obliged to fuffer
for fame time pafi, and of the blow I had jufl re-
ceived. The narrative did not fail to excite my
mailer's indignation; he immediately laid hold of
the offender, and after correcting him with a nick
as long as he had any Itrength remaining. turned
him out of doors.

In the fpace of a year and four months I had Iaved
feventy.Spanifh dollars from the prefents which I
now and then received when 1 had commiffions to
execute, which I always did punctually, efpecially
on board the French fhips, and at the French
counting-houfes. Among the Europeans I had
gained many friends, particularly a Mr. Le Creger,
belonging to a French mercantile houfe, who, on
Fridays, when I had leave to vifit him, for a few
hours, entertained me with news from Europe.
There were fome other French gentlemen, who

had·
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had arrived here in the year 1793, and had obtain,
ed leave to fettle here, among whom was a M. de
Fabre, who refided fix months in my mafter's
houfe, and who teftified much friendfhip for me ;
he treated me without referve,. gave me good ad-
vice, made me prefents of old cloaths, and when
he quitted our houfe, prefented me with a louis
d'or.

In the month of November, 1796, an Englifh
veflel, and in a few days after, a Dutch one, under
Pruflian colours, arrived in the roads. I was
obliged to go on board both thefe veflels on my
matter's bufinefs, but particulatly the latter, where
I faw a number of Frenchmen, belonging to the
fhip, Captain Grade,. the commander, a native
of Flanders, laid me under many obligations, often
converfed with me, enquired into my circum-
fiances, and took every opportunity of fpeaking
to others in my favour. As Igenerally went on
.board twice a day, I foon became. acquainted with
the Dutch failors and the mate, and they offered
to take me to Europe, jf I would quit my fitua-
tiori as a-flave, and purchafe my liberty.,

The mate,· whofc name was Manke, a native,
of Zwoll, repeated the offer, as often as I came
on board, and oppofed many arguments, to my

Wial
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wifh of fraying a little longer with my mailer ~
urging, that in cafe of his' mafter's death, I
might fall in the hands of fame fellow, of a brutal
difpofition,or that J might be fIandered, and
rendered miferable by Moors, or even by my fellow
flaves, I ferioufly reflected for a few days, on
the arguments he made ufe of; and at length
told him, that I had refolved to accompany him
to Europe, if he would take the trouble toafk
my mafler, what fum he required for my liberty.
This he did the very next day, when he came
to' our houfe, in company with the captain, who
had feveral accounts to fettle with my mailer,

After their commercial .matters were ad-
jufled, he proceeded to afk my matter, what
fum he would take for my ranfom? His anf wer was,
that hitherto, I had fhewn no de-fire to return to'
my own country, but that if I now felt an incli-
nation to go, he would not. be the means of
detaining me. 1was then called in, and afked,
if I had any defire to return to my native country?
1 replied;'" That I Ihould have no objection to
end my days where I was, provided, I could be
aflured my parents were not alive; but as it was
natural to think, they mutt be extremely uneafy,
refpecfing my fate, an inclination to return to
Europe existed in my breaft , and therefore I re-
quelled he would grant me my liberty." My ,

mailer
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matter anfwered, " I do not wifh to part with
you, becaufe you are a good, worthy man, and
fuperior to many muflulrnen, but I will not oppofe
your wifh, and therefore afk f9r your releafe only
200,* mardens or. piafiers." I{hook my head, and
told him, that as it was out of my power to raife
fuch a fum, I fhould be obliged to remain fome
time longer; but the captain and the mate, after
fome further converfation, promifed to call 011

me, again in the afternoon, and 1fry w hat could be
done. I immediately r.eplied, that if I could pur-.
chafe my 'liberty with my own money, I would
g.o with them; but that I would not accept of any
advance from them, as I fhould then, in order to
repay .that fum, find myfelf under the necefliry

, of enter~g, for forne years.into the Dutch fervice,
which I thought far below, that of my good maf-
ter.· They defired me to confider the matter, and
departed, promifing to return in the afternoon.
I now thought no more about my Jiberty, as I
was determined not to be redeemed with the
money of ftrangers: but in an hour after, a Dutch-
man of difrincrion, came to the houfe, and called

* A Spanifh marden and a piafire, are of the fame value,
though the impreflion is different. The marden has on one
fide two pillars, with the Spanifh arms between them, and the
round ones are of inferior value to the fquare ones.

for
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for my mafter. 'Ihis gentleman had refided a
year in the city, in no public character, but feemed
to be a fecret agent of the French republic. He
informed my mafter, that a Dutch captain and a
mate had juft called upon him, of whom he had
learned, that I wifhed to return to Europe. if I
could raife the money fufficient for my redemp-
tion; that he intended to redeem me from
flavery, and was ready to advance the money
expected. My matter then fent for me, and men-
tioned to me, in prefence of this gentleman, whofe
name was Van der Haft, what had been propofed.
I thanked the gentleman refpeEtfully; but added,
that my intention was to purchafe my liberty, at
a future day, by my own induftry, that Imight
not be under the obligation, to ferve my deliverer
for a term of years, and perhaps, be forced at !aft
to go to America, or to the Cape; and that, he-
fides, I fhould be deemed a deferter, and punifhed
as fuch"if I arrived in Holland, without having
completed my fervice to the company. After·
fome remarks, this gentleman informed me, that
the company had very little authority at prefenr,
and that the money he intended to pay for my
ranforn, did not belong to them, but to himfelf
alone; that he made me a prefent of it, and would
give me ample fecurity in writing, that no man
living Ihould ever have it in his power to tro'uble

me,
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me, on account of my redemption, ~ was greatly
afionifhed at what I heard, but remained doubt-
fIJI, and not perfectly fatisfied in my mind, appre-
hending that he might have [orne private views;'
but when my mafler himfelf appeared to take
pleafure in the good fortune which had 'befallen
me, and began to perfuade me to accept the of-
fereddonation, I returned the moft refpectful and
Iincere thanks to my benefa8:or, and embraced
his kind offer. He immediately paid down the
ranfom, wrote the promifed indemnity, and re-
turned me my own feventy dollars, which I had
offered him in part of payment, wifhed me a
profperous voyage, and took his leave.

In the afternoon, the captain returned. and
.enquired, whether I intended to perfifr in mJ
intention of fraying. I related to him what had
happened; but he diflernbled, and pretended he
had not the leafl knowledge of my benefactor: _
when Imentioned, however, that my deliverer had
told me his name, he could no longer deny, that
it was through his means, that my fituation had
been made known to him. In the mean time,
he defired me to prepare myfelf to go on board.
as he propofed to fail at the expiration of three
days. My matter then made me a prefent of fome
mats, dried meat, flour, old clothes, and other

1 at ticles
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articles; and on the II th of November 1796, ac-
companied me. on board the veflel, which wasto
carry me to my native land, tears all the while
Howing copioufly from his eyes. As the wind
was contrary, we could not fail inflantly , but no
time, was 1011:, and every preparation was made
for our departure. The whole Ihip's company,
including officers, confiJl:ed of thirty-four perfons •

..

•

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVI.

'Voyage from Morocco to Holland.-Tize Ve.iJel
meets with two heavy Gales; l(Ues her Fore-
mafi, but the Damage is repaired==Is detained
1~1jan E71glijlz Frigate.-The Author is at-
lacked by a Feoer-c-The Vtj}'el arrives in the
Terel.c-Tlie Author proceeds to Amfierdam lit

a fmaller V{1//el; on his Arrival in that City,
is arrefied, and detained in Prifon until the
2rl of 111ay, when he is fentcnced to feroe two
Years in a Dutch Regiment.---A Captain. of a.
P1"ZUJianShip, from Dantxic, protects him, and
obtains his Difchorge=-With. this Captain, the
Authorfets fail, and after a profperous Voyage
of eighteen Da,ys, arrives at Dantxic==His
Friend procures him a PajfpoT't, by means of
'which he returns to his native CIOty.

ON the 13th of November, we fet fail with a.
fair wind, and foon had the fatisfa8:ion to

come within fight of Gibraltar; but before we
could make the bay, we were overtaken by a
ftorrn, and loft our fore-man; when the gale had
abated, we worked in, repaired the damage we

NI 111 had
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had fullained, and replenifhed our water-calks ..
Near Cadiz; we encountered another heavy gale,
and were; likewife detained by an Engliib frigate,
the officers of which fearched our ve (fe1 with
great ftritlnefs. They found nothing to authorife
them to capture -the veffel, but they took two men

. out of the {hip, who 'had formerly been in the
Englifh fervice.

After this period, we had much bad weather,
"rain and fnO\~ fucceeded each other, and we
were expofed to a great deal of fatigue. In COI1-

. fequence of the wet weather, I caught cold, and
fell ill of a fever, which foon reduced me to a very
'low ftate. 'Ve were fo fortunate, however, as
to reach the Texel , and on the 9th of February
. 1797, we caft anchor ill the roads.

I embarked immediately on board a [mall vef-
fel *, and the next day proceeded to Amfierdarn.
I had fcarcely fet my foot on Ihore, when 1 was
flopped by a French guard, confifiing of an officer
and four foldiers. The officer afked me, "In
what {hip I had arrived?" 1 anfwered, " In a

* Small v' flels of this kind, are employed to carry merchan-
dize up to Amsterdam, to and [rom the large Ihips, which are
too heavy to. pafs over the Ihoals,

merchant
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merchant brig, named the New Jagter Huis,"
" What countryman are you?" added he. "A
German." "Are you a. failor or a paflenger ?';
~'I am a paflenger, and come from Morocco,
where I have been a Dave." "W.here is your
paffport ?" "The captain told me, that I wanted
no pafiport, ago he intended to be anfwerable for
me." '~You mutt flop here, until your captain
arrives," replied the officer. I was then con-
dueled by a foldier to the guard houfe, where I
was again quefiioned, and told that I mutt remain
there until the captain's arrival. In lefs than an
hour, above two hundred people had affernbled,
who, having learned that a Ilave was arrived from
Morocco, eagerly wifhed to fee me. I fent for
fomething to ,eat and drink, purcbafed fome
clothes; and made myfelf perfectly happy; but
when I found nex t day, that I was not at liberty
to go where I pleafcd, I became uncafy ,
efpecially, as' I confidered, that as I was a de-
ferter, ranforn-money might be demanded; or I
might be again forced into the company's fervice.

On the 6th day of' my confinement, a young
and humane officer, who came on duty as com-
mander of the guard, entered into converfation
with me. To him I related whence I came, and
what hardfhips I had fuffered; and at length

M m s afked
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afked him, "'Vhy I was not fet at liberty?" He
replied, ." That information had been received,
that Iwas ~ deferter, and that enquiries were now
making to find out the truth." "If I am con-
fidered as a deferter," faid J, " Why am I not
maintained'at th~ public expence; and why am I
, obliged, for my fupport, to fpend the few fhillings
which I earned and faved with fa much labour
and trouble, while I was a flave?" To this I ni-
ceived no anfwer. The officer left me; and, in
about an hour after, three Dutch fhillings *,were
given to me; for which, however, Icould fcarcely
obtain a pound and a half of bread, as the necef-
faries of life were, ~t this time, exceflively dear ..
Every morning, I received the fame fum, which
only procured me a breakfafl, In the courfe of
eight days, I was examined three times at the
guard-houfe; but obtained no further informa-
tion. I was defired to deliver up the papers
which I had in my. poffeilion; but this, 1 obfti-
nately refufed to comply with, and maintained,'
that no man had the fmallefi right to take them
from me. I now became very impatient, and told
thofe who demanded them of me, "That I had
been better treated in the heart of Africa, and even
in Morocco. On the fecond of May, a fecretary

+. A Dutch {hilling is worth fixpenee Englilh.

brought
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brought me intelligence, that I was condemned
to ferve three years as a foldier or failor; and that
within three days, I mutt give in my anfwer. I
made no reply, but felt much dejected. I formed
plans of efcape, but none likely to fucceed; my
deliverance, however, was nearer than I ex-
peeled.

On the 5th of May, while I was fitting, deeply
irnmerfed in thought, before the guard-houfe, r
raifed my eyes, and faw three failors, who wore
firiped fafhes round the middle. One of them.
looking towards me, I beckoned him to approach
me. He came; and I aiked him, whether they
were in the Dutch fervice ? He replied, that they
were Pruflians, and belonged to Dantzic. "I
am a Prufiian, alfo," faid I; "but am detained
here, in confinement. "You muft fpeak to Our
captain," replied he; "here he comes, that is
he in the Pruffian uniforrn , he is a good man,
his name is Rofmer." Tbey then left me; and
when the captain pafled, I addrefled him by his
name, and requefted to [peak with him. I th~n
related, in few words, the caufe of my confine-
ment, and begged his advice and affifiance. "Do
you wifh to return to your native place," Iaid he .
•( Yes, Sir, I do not like to remain among thefe
boorifh Dutchmen." "Well," added he, " I

M 111 3 will
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will do what I can, to liberate you f~om your pre·
fent I difagreeable fituation; and if you'll work
your paflage, I'll take you along with me." "That
I will with pleafure," replied I. He immediately
went to the officer of the guard; afked him, why
I was detained, and prevented from returning
home; and what was intended to be done with
me? The officer anfwered, that I was a defer-
ter. "He can no longer be confidered a,s a de.
ferter," faid the captain, "he is free; and if he
is not inflantly fet at liberty, I Ihall write, to 'the
king, my matter." The officer referred him to a'
fuperior officer; and the captain retired, as foon as
he perceived, that nothing further could be done
at this time; and afterwards fent a failor to me,
with a bottle of wine and fome roafi meat, and
ordered him to ftop with me, left I fhould be fent
away to fome other .place. About an hour after-
wards, four officers, the above-mentioned fecretary,
and the Pruilian captain, returned to the guard-
houfe, and I was examined once more. When the
examination was finifhed, the major faid, " How
can we a& otherwife, the man is a deferter? He
ought at leafi to ferve 'out the remainder of the
time, for which he was bound at the Cape." The
Pruffian captain replied, "That the company had
no occafion to trouble thcmfclves any longer·
about deferters from the Cape of Geed Hope,

Iincc
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fince it was now in the, poffeilion of the J0nglilh ;
and at prefent," added he, "you have no autho-
rity in any thing refpeEtlng that place." The
Dutch officers ftarted new objections ; but the
captain would not be put off. "The man fhall
go, along with me," faid he, "he' is no criminal,
,confequently, he ought not to be detained." They
frill' refufed, however, to fet me at liberty; and
the captain declared, inthe moil pofitive manner,
that he would immediately forward my cafe to the
king, his mafier, and would not fail till he had
received his majefry's determination upon the
fubje8:. When the major heard this, he lowered
his tone, and agreed, that if r would pay the ex-
penees of my examination. and of my mainte-
nance, he would releafe me. "Make out your
bill, gentlemen," faid the captain, " it 111a1lbe
paid by the king." Th~n detiring his fervant to
accompany me to his lodgings, and to remain
with me. I hurried away with my conductor.
On the captain's return, I fincerely thanked him
for hi's kindnefs, and behaved towards him, as
was my duty, towards fo active a benefactor!

We remained on fhorc till the 14th of May.
when having purchafed the, neceflarv provifions,
we left AmJ1:erdam, and fet 'fail in our fmal1 Pruf-
fian veflel, having eighteen hands on board.

M m 4, Aft I'
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After a profperous voyage of thirteen days, we
arrived at Dantzic. I was now at a lofs how
to obtain a paflport , but in this affair, the cap~ .
tain was equal1y kind, and procured me one.

With tears of gratitude, I took my leave of
this generous and benevolent man, quitted Dant-
zic, and proceeded to my native city, happy and
thankful that I had overcome fo many dangers.

OF
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'OF THE

CONSTRUCTION OF TIFf, A1AP.

OF all the parts of the earth, there is none,
refpeaing which we are fo deficient in geogra-
phical knowledge, as Africa; every faa, therefore,
which tends to make us better acquainted
with the frill numerous unknown diftricts of this
extenfive quarter of the world, is highly inte-
refling,

Notwithftanding the great zeal, which at prefent
prevails, for exploring the interior of Africa, it win
be a long time before we {hall become inti-
mately acquainted even with all its principal di-
vifions, and be able to determine with precifion,
their relative fituations.

Can it be believed, \ that in exammmg the
maps of the interior of this country, we often

1
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cafi: the eye over three or four hundred leagues,
without meeting with a lingle place laid down
aflronornically, or the lituation of which has been
accurately determined?

.The only probable means of remedying this de-
feet is, to employ travelling difiances, by which,
to determine as nearly as is practicable, the fitua-
tion of places. It is .true, indeed, that geogra-
phers have always employed this method, and
rnuft do fo every where; but it is capable of
being further extended, than IS generally be-
lieved ..

The manner of travelling in Africa, does TI9t,

however, permit us to apply this mode with the
fame precifion, that we can in cultivated and
civilized Iiates, and furnifhes us only with refults
for a very [mall portion of this quarter of'the
world. Thefe refultsare moreover extremely
uncertain, as the few travels now exifiing, frill
want the precifion neceflary for this purpofe,·
and do not fupply us with the number of correct
data, which in better explored countries, gIVe a
mean, not very remote from the truth.

Coufidering thofe difficulties, the publication
of the prefent journey, will certainly be received

aii
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as a valuable contribution towards the geogra-
. phical furvey of Africa. Nor will its value in
this refpect be lessened, even jf feveral points in
the journey Ihould be difputed, which, however,
this is not a place to examine.

The intention of the map is, not fimply to
afford a guide to the reader, in following the
traveller, but rather to excite and facilitate in-
quiries into the interior of this vall: continent., .

An account of the manner in which it has been
conftructed, and of the authorities that have heen
followed, is therefore' the more neceflary. This
will Ihew, it is hoped, that though it was neceflary
to complete it in a very fhort time; it has been

. conftructed with, confiderable care. In regard to
.the project jon, that of Mercator was chofen, be-
caufe it is the moil convenient for laying down
thofe parts of the world, which the author has
traversed; and although it has the difadvantage
of extending the higher latitudes too much, yet,
as the equator cuts nearly through the middle of
Africa, this inequality is the lefs obfervable,
In calculating the latitudes for every five de-
. grees, the well known formula for thefe latitudes
of 7'==9,3010 Parifian miles; and for every five
degrees of longitude 0.81166 inches have been
adopted, It is much to be wifhed, that the con-

Iiructor
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ftructor of every map would give in numbers,
the fcale employed as the bafis in confiructing it; -
and geographers would certainly not confider
this information as fuperfluous,

The author traced out a track' of his journey
on a chartv-made by ~1ANNERT~ which was pub-
Iifhed in the year 1794, by 'Veigel and Schneider,
without the name of its meritorious draughtfman.
It might, perhaps, be fuppofed that I had only
to copy that track, by applying the declination of
the magnetic needle, according to Major REN-
NEL'S hypothefis , it was, however, very often
impracticable to follow his directions, fa as to fall
upon the places he mentioned. I was therefore
obliged to infert thefe places according to the
beft fources of information, and to make the' map
coincide with the author's route, in the beft manner
I could. The compafs, which the author made
ufe of, feerns to have been inaccurate.

The known aftronomical points are but few,
and the greatefl: part of thofe communicated in
Niehbulir's, Bruce's, and Brown's Travels, with
the late difcoveries of the French in Egypt, were
too remote from the track of our author, to enable
me to make anv ufe of them.

'J

In
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In the northern part of Africa, the coaft from
Cape Spartcl as far as Cape Verd, is accuratelv
laid down in a voyage of the His frigate, publifhed
by FLE U R lEU, at Paris, in two volumes 4to, 1793.
Thefe points were admitted as a bafis, but a few
principal points mentioned in that voyage, were
laid down, as given in La Connoifancedes Temps
pour l'an xi. and others, were corrected on the
authority of that book. Thence to Cape Negt·o,
the charts given by Bellin, in the General Hiftory
of Voyages, form very good helps for the conti-
nuation of the coati, Cape Negro is a point
aftronomically determined. Thence to the Cape
of Good Hope, Mr. ARROWSMITH feems moft
correctly to have laid down the coafi, in his fecond
map of the world, publifhed in 1795; he had the
,advantage, in this track, of two aftronomically
determined points, not afcertained in any other
chart *..

The pofition of the Cape of Good Hope, and
efpecially of Cape Town, has .been accurately
determined by La Caille , but from thefe points,
. as far as the Red Sea, where Niehbuhr's deter-

• ol(, The tranflator is happy to add this tel1imony in favour of
the great and acknowledged merit, of all the maps and darts
'conflruCtcd by Mr. ARROWSMITH.

minations



542 TRAVELS IN THE

minations commence, that coaft, Madagafl'ar ex-
cepted, is one of the leaft known parts of, the
earth,

I have availed myfelf in this line, as well as I
could, of Mr. ARROWSMl TU'S two maps of the
world; of VA UGONDY'S chart, in three fheets , of
that of MANNER T, and of the lafi map of Dr.
REINEKE. Cape Giuirda Fui, has been admitted
to lie in 12° 4,5" north .latitude. .

In the interior of the northern part of Africa, I
had no choice. Major RENNEL has rectified the
polition of almoft every' place in his laft map, and
his determinations will remain, for a long time, the
fl:andard of geographers. The jufinefs of this'
conclufion, will be readily admitted, on comparing
the firfi map of the northern part of Africa, which
the Major prefented in 1793, to the Society for
making Difcoveries in the Interior of Africa, with
the new .map, which he conftructed for Mr.
PAR K'S Travels. That future travellers will throw
new light on many points, and that at prefent
the befi informed writers determine the fituation
of particular places very differently, for infiance,
that the fiate of Llarftir, fhould be placed five
degrees more Ioutherly, by Major RENNEL, than
by .Mr. BROWNE, are circumftances rather occa-

4 fioned
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fionedby our little acquaintance with Africa,
.than by any faults of this learned and able geo-
grapher.

It is, however, to be regretted, that the labours
of thofe who may follow him, will be rendered
mqre ,difficult by the circumfiance, that the fie-
reographic projection, which he ufually employs
in his maps, is not always accurate. .Of the
fouthern parts of Africa, ]. R. FORSTER has given
a map, publifhed by Schneider and W'eigel; but
I cannot conceive, how it has happened, that the
Cape of Good Hope, C1.S well as the principal
points in the whole map, are placed one degree
too far to the weftward, of courfe, all points in
that chart, fhould be rectified, and brought one
degree "more to the' eafiward,

Of the lower part of [he eafi:ern coati of Africa,
'the kingdoms of Monomotapa, Sofa la, and a few
neighbouring countries, and on the wetiern fide,
Loango, Congo, Angola, and Benguela, with two
other Hates near them, are the only countries ac-
curately known. Thefe are laid down from :Mr.'
ARROWSMITH'S two maps, becaufe,. in reality;
the one contains fometirnes more, and forne-
timesfewer places than the other; and from BEL-

LIN, whofe deficiencies have been fupplied from
V 'augonds),

.'
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Vaugond_y, Heinekc, Mannert, and a map by
Janvier". which appeared in 1753, confequently
three years after Danville's chart.

I was obliged to.be fatisfied with Janvier's
map, which follows Danville's very elofely, as I .
.could not procure the other. This great geogra-
pher, publifhed a moft valuable diflertation in the
26th volume of the Memoirs of the Academy of
Infcriptions, on the rivers of the interior of

•.Africa.

The few other maps, which I have made ufe
of, I do not mention, for inftance, a map of
the Algerine ftates, annexed to a defcription of
thofe countries, which was publifhed at Alton«,
a few years ago; and although it is the heft, it
furnifhed me with on,lya few points.

Leipzic, the IIth of
October, 1800.

C. F. GOLDBACH.

THE END.

T. r.lllr~. Pnutc!_) Sali hu,'y' '!i.1u\ot,c.:
NEW




