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THE TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE: . ¥

bounds of civilised humanity, and their

path was, comparatively speaking, a turn-

pike road to that of our. author’s.  But he
seems to have been formed both in mind .
and body for this enterprise. He was exact-

ly the man whom the Arrrcany Associa-

t10N would have rejoiced to seleét for their

laudable purposes of exploring unknown

regions, and he throws such light upon

manners and customs, and proper mode of,
conduct, and travelling in these countries,

as will be highly serviceable to its future:
projeéts; indeed,we flatter ourselves that the
publication of this work in our own lan-

guage will be honoured with its highest ap-

. probation.

Our author did not visit Africa with a
view to discover curious animals or plants ;
to form a new system, or extend the limits

‘of one already established: he describes
chiefly men and manners, and these not
from a cursory view, but from a continued
residence in various kingdoms and repub-
lics. Sometimes he was in the highest fa-
vour with princes, at other times an object
of contempt to the lowest of the people.
as Sometimes










Vil THE TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

established at Haoussa, and commerce be
the means of making an Englishman a bles-
sing to the country to which he is now a
curse.

In rendering this singular production
into English, it has been the great object of
the translator to give the unvarnished tale
as simply as the author would himself have
told it, had he written in our language.
The inequalities in the translation fre-
quently arise from those of the original,
and whenever theyare the fault of the tran-
slator, will, we hope, be pardoned by the
candid, as they arise from causes which it is
not necessary to present to the public. In
every point of view we can confidently offer
the work as the most instructive as well as
the most interesting that has hitherto ap-
peared on the subject of Africa.

London, Dec. 13, 1800.

THE
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. -

IT was not a vain ambition, of feeing my
name added to the lift of the Authors of the
prefent times, that ¢ xcited me to publifh
this Account of my Travels; but the defire
exprefled by my Friends and Patrons, that
I would contribute to the eniargcment of
- our ftock of geographical knowledge, by
communicating what I had feen or learned
in the diftant regions of Africa. Many
perfons, who have made an excurfion té
the diftance of forty or fifty miles from their
homes, favour us with their travels, fpeak’
of the dangers and difappointments they

had







AUTHOR’S PREFACE. x1

what is defective in them ;—it is done from

no other motive than the LovE oF TRUTH. For

the miftakes of which I myfelf may have

been guilty, I crave the indulgence of the

reader. The names of nations, towns,

countries, &c. may perhaps be written other-

wife than I have written them ; but I wrote
them as I heard them pronounced; for in
moft of the countries through which I paf-
fed, there were no written documents. To
{everal countries and towns I have likewife
given the names which they ufually have in
maps ; but many of the names are entirely

wanting both in charts and in geogra-
phical books. In the map accompanying
this work, many things are corre¢ted and

{upplied. Of the countries of which we al-
ready poflefs accurate defcriptions, I have

faid little ; that I might not repeat what is

generally known. Refpeéting fome objeéts,

which could not be well defcribed by words,

* Lhave fuperintended the labours of an ar-
: tift,



























XX GONTENTS.

cended a great il : From the a5th to the soth tha
continue their Fourney through the Sandy Defart. On
the 1f of Fune they arrive at a Village in the Kingdom
of Watometh, and there refl for a Day to refrefh them-
selves---On the sth of Fune the Caravan crofses over a
Chain of Mountains, and fwim with difficulty through
the River Sampt, which is greatly fwollen.  They then
2a/s over a Sandy Plain, and arrive on the Confines of
the Kingdom of Tamohata or Targa. They are at-
tacked by a Moorifh Horde, lofe two men and a Camel,
but reach, at lafl, the Mountains bounding the Defert
of Sahara - » & - 451

CHAP. X1V,

Defiription Z/’ various Inhabitants of the Desert of Sa-
hara-.-The Caravan comes to the Border-village of
Mathhy---Mungo Park's exaggerated Praifes of the
Border-Inhabitants correfted---Account of the Inha-
bitants of Billedulgerid, their Trade---Of the Mufful-
men, therr Mannérs and Cuftoms, National Charadler,
and Religion—The Caravan comes to the village of
Naykatkoh, to the Hamlets of Hatynay, and to t/zge lit-
tle Town of Evyfuch, where the duthor falls ill of a
Fever, and 15 left behind by the Caravan--- The
Author lodges in the nmext Village, as a Patient,
with a few, and upon his Recovery travels onward
with fome Moors on Horfeback, through the Land o
the Prince Akumba Mahomet, to Tegorarin, where the
Moors fell hum to a Slave-dealer, who employs him as
a Joiner, and conveys him, on the 20th of February,
1790, with_four young female Slaves, to dmozab, and
sells himto a Mussulman— Fourney to Mezzabath--De-
seription of that Town——The duthor is sold to a Native
who, four Months after, sells kim to a Trader from
Morocco, with whose Caravan he travels to Morocco.

CHAP. XV,

Departure of the Caravan from Mexzabaik to
Morocco.—Between the Cozul Mountains and
the River Tegtat, the Caravan is attacked by a
Band of roving Arabs ; who kill four Slaves
and three Camels, but are vanquifhed and put to

Might.
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[ . TRAVELS IN THE

with vermin; and a wretched matrafs, ftuffed
with wool, to lie on. Our chefts and hammocks
they depofited in a ftorehoufe, but gave themfelves
no further concern, whether or not they were
fafe there. I frequently obferved thofe who had
in part recovered their ftrength, {lipping into this
frorchoufe to fetch fomething out of their chefls ;
but they found them either empty, or perhaps va.
nithed altogether. The attendants themfelves ge-
nerally commit thefe thefts : if any one makes an
application to them concerning his property, they
anfwer that the cheft had perhaps been carried by
miftake to another place, and will be found there ;
found however it is not. If the lofer, at laft, in-
fifts on having his property produced and reftored
to him, inquiries are indeed made about it, but al-
ways without fuccefs: nay, he even runs the rifk of
being rewarded only with ill ufage for the pains he
takes to recover his loft property; for the atten-
dants, when hard puthed, carry their effrontery
fo far, as to maintain that their accufer had not
brought a cheft with him from the fhip, and only
endeavoured in this roguith and fradulent manner
to obtain one. ' o

Each of the fick is, without diftin@ion, allowed
twelve ounces of bread, halfa pound of meat, and
a pint of barley or rice broth ; the attendants take

fox
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INTERIOR OF AFRICA. i3

théy fold: He kept two derks, who were often
obliged to work night and day, when many thips
lay in the road; and he placed me in the count-
ing-houfe as an aflitant to them, to dictate to
them the accounts and lifts which they were co-
pying. I had now been two years in the fervice
of this family, and was on the whole fatisfied with
my lot. Ilaid hold of every opportunity to in-
creafe my ftock of knowledge and cultivate my,
underftanding : this induced my mafter to coms
mit to me feveral affairs, which he ufed to execute
himfelf: he gave me feveral fmall accounts to
write out, and my performance met with his ap+
probation ; nay, he even ordered me feveral times
to diftribute in the magazines of the Company the
monthly rations to the fervants of the Company,
and to deliver to them rice, flour, cotton, and
the like ; and I had the good fortune to commit
no miftake.

My matfter pofleffed an eftate* in the country, at
the diftance of three day’s journey from thé¢ Cape,
on the road to the warm baths ; this eftate he vi=
fited every year for a few weeks, to make regus

“* My mafter’s fon was the oftenfible pofleflor of this efiate;
for a fervant of the Company is allowed only to have a houfe
at Cape-town, but no eftate in the country.

o lations
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INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 33

the company ftands in need of, at a certain rate;
for inftance, a fheep for 12 grothen,* a bullock for
i dollar and 12 grothen.

The company pay alfo very low prices to the
planters for wine, that is, 12 dollars for a cafk of
about 8oo cans.

The. anchorage paid by foreign bottoms, goes
alfo into the Company’s chefts, but cannot be
placed to account, as the Company itfelf muft pay
the fame anchorage in foreign harbours, and the
revenue and expenditure under this head are
nearly balanced.

EXPENDITURE.
<4 dollars,
To repairs of the fortifications and bat-
teries - - - - 2,000
To the Governor - - - 25000

This officer is obliged to keep four clerks
and twelve horfes
To the deputy-governor or vice-prefident 10,000
To the Company-mafter as intendant of
thipping . e i
To the chief magiftrate of the city or pre-
fident of the civic council, who is ob-
liged to keep two clerks and fix horfes 18,000

* A grofh is about ene penny three farthings Englith money-
' D To






INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 35

- dollars.
different places, as for inftance, in the
dockyards, or in Falfe-bay, &c. each in
proportion to his fervices, from 3 to 6
dollars, and free rations of rice, &c. the
whole amounting to > " - 6,943
The head bailiff receives - . 2,500
‘The two under bailiffs receive - 6oo
Three Calvinift clergymen, in the fervice
of the Company - - - 9oo
The three phyficians belonging to the hof-
~ pital - - AT L
To the maintenance of the 140 {laves be-
longing to the Company - ' 1,000
The under-fiaff, i.e. the public execu-
tioner, his affiftant, &c. &c. - 1,500

Twelve Caflrces, who are appointed over-
feers to maintain firict difcipline among
the flavies. .or (i 2 ef] g By Rzt 300

Thofe foldiers who are employed at Cape-
town in felling wood, burning lime, or
as labourers, and therefore are not in-
cluded in the regular lift of the military,
veceive in proportion to their merit,

D2 from
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* Many readers will be furprifed to find from the
above ftatement, that the Dutch Eaft India Com-
pany. draws fo inconfiderable a revenue from the
Cape, and have fuch heavy expences to defray : but
they muit confider, that the pofleffion of the Cape
is almoft indifpenfably neceffary to them for the
fecurity of their fhips failing to India, as they are
there fupplied with freth provifions, water, wine,
&c. &c. 1 omitted above another heavy expence
which the Company haye to defray : namely, the
maiataining a foreign regiment here. Not deem-
ing the ufual garrifon fufficient for the defence of
the Cape againft an attack of the enemy, they took
into pay for feveral years fucceflively, 2 Freneh re-
giment, and fationed it here, It is eafy for every
reader to form to himfelf an idea of the great ex-
pence which fuch a regiment of from twelve to
fourteen hundred men muft occafion. And as
thefe merceparies, when they had formed ac-
quaintances at the Cape, and in a manner become
orientalized, svere ufually brought back to their
own country, and others fent to the Cape in their -
ftead ; copfiderable additional fums muft have
been expended for tranfports, &c, In the courfe
of a few years, four French regiments were in gar-
rifop here,

The



38 TRAVEDS IN THE

The Company might derive many other advan-
tages from the Cape, and might diminith their ex~
pences, if their fervants in power acted with more
uprightnefs, and with greater attention to the in-
terefts of their employers. On the form of govern-
ment at the Cape, on the manners of the inhabi-
tants, &c. &c. Vaillant and other travellers have
communicated to the public important and juft
obfervations. e '

CHAP, .
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4% TRAVELS IN THE

that I wanted it merely for the purpofe of defend-
ing myfelf, in cafe I fhould be ill-treated by Brand’s

land-fteward, Barenfmahl, againft whom many
complaints had been made to my mafter. On the
26th, accompanied by the two fons of the head-

bailiff, I proceeded about feven Englith miles far-

ther to the eftate of another acquaintance, named

Lilinch. He was juft on the point of fetting out

from Cape-town : this intelligence greatly terrified
me ; but I endeavoured immediately to recollect
and compofe myfelf, for fear of exciting fufpicion;
and I met with a very friendly reception on tel-
ling him that I was on my way to Mrs, Brand's

eftate. I requefted Mr. Miinch, to whom I fhewed
the carabine, to furnith me with a pound of gun-
‘powder, either for ready money, or upon condi-

tion to return him the fame quantity again, He

made me a prefent of two pounds and of thirty

balls; and promifed fometimes to vifit me after
his return from the Cape, for the purpofe of going

m me on 2 hunting expedition. I exprefled

great joy at this propofal, and promifed to make

every thing as agfeeable to him as poflible.  After

refrefhing myfelf I took my leave of Mr. Miinch, of

whom T begged that he would not mention at the

Cape that I had been with him, as my miftrefs

had forbidden me to call at his houfe. It is not

{ndeed ufual at the Cape to purfue a deferter who
: flees
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flees towards the interior of the country, as they
believe that he cannot eafily efcape in that direc~
tion: there was not, therefore, any abfolute necef-
fity to requeft Mr. Miinch to be filent about my
arrival at his houfe ; !dma&xt,howm more
prwunwmh'ethat precauuom S ;

‘On the 27th T arrived in the neighbonrhaod of
Brand’s eftate ; but concealed myfelf till night and
then went dire@ly to the habitation of the flaves,
that T might not be obferved by Barenfmahl. I
likewife forbade the flaves to notify my arrival
to him, as I intended to proceed further the next
day. 1 fupped on fome rice and fith, but my
mind being opprefled with care and anxicty, I was
unable to fleep. Before break of day I defired the
herdfmen to put me into the way to Gerhard Hiit-
ter’s Settlement, which is fituated four miles* far..
ther. Before I parted from him I requefted fome
gun-powder of him, pretending that I had loft
my own ; and promifed to fend him from Cape-
town double the quantity he might lend me. He
accordingly gave me half a pound, referving only
a fmall quantity for himfelf to defend the cattle
from the attacks of wild animals. The road led

* The German mile, to which the auther alludes, is equal to
about three Englith miles and a quarter, )
' ' through
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44 TRAVELS IN THE

any apprehenfion of danger. At break of day I
refumed my journey, and foon reached the neigh-
bourhood of the eftate of one Woltmann. Wiih-
ing to fpeak to the flaves, I fent to their habitation
and found there the mafter of the fettlement : he
took me to his apartment, hofpitably entertained
me, and enquired concerning the object of my
journeéy.* I replied, that my mafter had given
me permiffion to make an excurfion of pleafure as
far as Blettenberg-bay. I halted three days at
Woltmann’s houfe, and then in company with a
flave, who was fent along with me asa guide to
carry my baggage, and proceeded to Mr. Spittler’s
eftate, which lies on the Salt-riviere, at the diftance
of three miles from Satani-bay. After I had taken
fome refrefhment at this place, I purfued my jour-
ney through thickets and tracklefs parts, for the
purpofe of avoiding all habitations: when in want
of food, I repaired to the paftures and fields, and
bought fome provifions of the flaves. The fmal.
ler rivers were for the moft part dried up, and
were therefore croffed without danger. M. Vail-

S

* Moit of the planters knew me ; as the articles delivered by
them into the ftorehoufes under my mafter’s fuperintendance,
; were generally weighed or meafured by me: and every planter

was utually, during his @t in the town, invited once or oftenes
to dinner by Mr. Brand. '

Jant
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and from her 1 learned that her hufband was gone
to Schwellendamm, and would not return within
three days. She prefled me to wait his return,
and affigned me a chamber in an out-building to
fleep in. I willingly accepted her offer, and dur-
ing my ftay took a view of the country, endea-
voured to gain from the Hottentots in her fervice
fome information refpecting the roads, and to fur-
nifh myfelf with feveral neceffary articles. I had
the good fortune to obtain a calebath,* feveral
pounds of gun-powder, a tinder-bov, brimftone,
and fome other ufeful articles. The traét of coun-
try in the neighbourhood of Blettenbergh-bay is
very beautiful and fertile ; and I am furprifed that
the commodioufnefs of the fituation did not long
ago fuggeft the project of building a city here;
for within a compafs of 200 miles there is to be
found here excellent water, abundance of fire-
wood and of timber fit for building, larger and
more delicious fruits than I have feen elfewhere,
and the harbour is capable of containing about
fifty thips. The Danes, French and Portugueze
often vifit the bay, as provifions are cheaper
here than at the Cape. The Eaft India Company

» It generally confifts of gourd fcooped hollow and dried
in the fun, and is ufed inficad of a flafk for the purpofe of car-
' rying water, -

3 has
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ment that would follew fuch a ftep. My fears,
however, were foon difpelled when he added, that
if he might receive an hundred florins, yet he
would not betray me ; on the contrary, if [ would
fincerely confide to him my defigns, he would do
every thing in his power to aflift me. I told him
that I was refolved to travel through the interior
countries of Africa, whatever might be the event
of fuch an undertaking. He laughed, called me
a headftrong madman, and endeavoured to per-
fuade me to relinquith my defign. When he
found that his arguments produced no effect upon
me, he wifhed every fuccefs to attend me, and {up-
plied me with a knapfack made of calves’ fkins,
a {mall hatchet, and feveral other articles, which
might prove of fervice to me on my intended
journcy.

On the 26th of February, Vogtmeyer put me
into the road to Caffraria, and we then tock
a friendly farewell of each other. The diftance
from this place to the borders was yet twenty fe-
ven German miles, and I was already feventy-four
from Cape-town. I avoided the fettlements of the
planters, and for that purpofe kept to the fouth-
eaft, leaving them to my right. I pafled through
large forefts, and crofled immenfe mountains. On

the
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had not yet feen them, whether they knew who
they were, and what their intentions were by their
making up to us. They were {o terrified at fight
of them that they could hardly give me an anfwer :
at laft, however, I underftood from them that
they were Bofchmen, and intended to rob them
of their fheep. I exhorted them to take courage,
prepared for defence, charged my carabine, and
direfted my companions how to aét: I then fired
on the Bofchmen, and cne of them fell; the reft
threw {fome javelins and fled.* My companions
were highly pleafed with my condudt, and ex-
prefied their efteem for me both by words and
geftures. 'We now quitted the mountain, and
foon reached a hamlet, where we refrefhed our-
{elves, and afterwards purfued our journey. The

* Tt has been afferted by feveral travellers, that thefe Bofchmen
are a baftard {pecies of Hottentots. M. Vaillant is of the fame
opinion : but I am thoroughly convinced that there are as
many individuals of other nations among them as Hottentots,
Nay, Europeans fometimes take fhelter among the Bofchmen, if
they defert from the thips or the garrifons.  In the very neigh-
bourhood of Cape-town, between Table-mount and Lion-
head, exifts a band, compofed of fugitives of feveral nations,
who fubfiit entirely on plunder, and at times do coufiderable
damage to the inhabitants of thetown. Their nightly fires
were vifible from the town, Y

night
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them, and that I would lead his people on to the
attack, if they would aflift me. Although the
chieftain was much pleafed with my plan, efpe-
cially as it afforded an opportunity af recovering
the ftolen fheep, yet he made feveral objections,
which being refuted by me, he warmly embraced
my defign, encouraged his comrades to take a {hare
in its execution, and obferved to them that unlefs
the Bofchmen were diflodged from the neighbour-
hood, they might commit many more robberies.
Out of the cighty male inhabitants of the village,
about twenty offered to join in the expedition
againfl the Bofchmen under my command. 1 de-
livered the neceflary inftructions, and gave orders
that every one fhould provide themiclyes with
a good cudgel, a bundle of dry grafs, and {ome
fmail dry wood, They did fo; at thefall of night
we put ourfelves in motion, and advanced without
the leaft noife towards the mountain. Here 1 di-
vided our corps into two troops; one divifion I
commanded myfelf, and the other I put under the
orders of the chieftain. We now advanced againit
the firft entrenchment, which was {tt on iire, and
the wind fpreading the flames, the whole moun-
tain was foon in a blaze. We then took poit again
at the foot of the mountain, on the fpot where
we thought the enemy would fally forth : we had

fcarcely
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with the management of the houfe, but are rather
vain and fond of drefs. A child is a great trea-
fure for the mother ; the hufband has no right to
truft his own chiid, as long as it fucks, although
the wifc is his flave. This privilege of the mo:
ther is owing to the favage cruelty of fome fathers,
who, at the time when the Portuguefe were in the
habit of vifiting the country, fold their little chik-
dren for {fome brandy or tobacco. A child fucks
four months, and is carried by the mother in day-
time on her back, and in the night before her,
wrapped up in atheep-fkin.  After that time it is
put on mats on the grafs, and reccives the fame
food as the reft of the family. The women apply
themiclves with much care to the breeding of
cattle, but M. Vaillant’s account ¢ that in milking
their cows, while one woman holds the animal’s
teat another blows with great violence into her
vagina,” is void of foundation. I have paid parti-
cular attention to their way of milking, and never
obferved any fuch thing; nor can I agree to his
affertion, ¢ that if a calf happens to die, the Hot-
tentots preferve the fkin very carefully, and wrap
it round the body of another calf,” for they are
t00 cautious in this refpe@, as is evident from their
general cultom of interring all kinds of dead cattle
at fome leagues diftance from the kraal. Their
manner of managing the dead has given me great -
g fatisfaction,
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ferved feveral kraals on my r right and left, whick
are very numerous in this part of the country, on
account of the rich paftures and good water ; but
thefe were the laft 1could difcover, | pafled the
night in a bufh near the river, made a meal of the
mutton which I had taken with me, and kindled a
fire. The next morning I reached the neighbour-
hood of Mr. Habrath’s plantatmn I endeavoured
to pafs unnoticed, but was difcovered by Mr. Ha-
brath himfelf, who was engaged in 4 hunting ex-
curfion. He treated me with apparent civility, and
invited me to his houfe ; this invitation I endea-
voured to decline, becaufe 1 thought it rather un-
fafe to accept it.  But Mr. Habmth obferving my
embarrafliment, told me that he perceived T was a
deferter, but that he fhould not ftop me. I replied,
that if he did, he fhould at leaft not take me back
to the Cape alive. e ther eupon requcfted that I
would ftay with him for fome length of time, and
provifionally accept the place of a mafter, whom he
was in want of, [ promifed to comply with his
with, but alked leave, before I fettled with him, to
make a journey into Cafiraria, to which he agreed.
L fet out accordingly, and reached Br uynhoogte
(Bluyn s-height), which is alfo called Brunynejies
Hoogte, where I found a horde of Hottcntots To
the fouthward I faw the Lft plantation, clofe to the
borders of Caffraria: here I found a delightful
country,
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planter ? I anfwered, that I came from the Cape,
and was a deferter. I was now permitted to enter
the kraal, which I did, but at the fame time in-
inuated to them with words and geftures, that
they.fhould not take my firelock from me. The
kraal confifted of twenty-two huts, and feemed to

contain a confiderable number of inhabitants in

lac
1OC
b
n

proportion to its fize. On my arrival they were
{‘anchng before their huts, and flared at me ; fome
of them, however, venturéd to draw near, and
fecined to afk my attendants who I was, and what
was my bufinefs in their krazl. The mampa,
that is, the chieftain, a young man, viewed me
from bead to foot, and afked whether I chofe to
drink fome milk ? Ifeigned not to underftand him,

but he took me by the hand, conduéted me into
his hut, where a mat was fpread on the ground,
and made a fignal that I thould fit dewn. He was
then going to talce my firelock from me, and put
itin a corner, but I would not permit him id
fhowed him that it was loaded, cxtracted the ball,
and laid the firelock in a corner near me. I won-
dered at my hoft’s thowing {o much indifference
on this occafion, which I afcribed to his being un-
acquainted with that kind of weapon, but was on
the next day convinced of my error. Fiis wife
brought me fome milk in 2 very fine bafket, and
{ome roafled Indian corn : when I had finithed my
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fupper 1 lay down on 'the mat; thcy gave me a
buffalo’s hide for a covering, and my knapiack
ferved inftead of a piliow ; thus Ilept quietly and
fecurely in the midit of thefe rude fons of nature,
who have been decried as cruel and favage bar-.
barians, It was eight o’clock on the following
morning before T awoke: 1 found no one in the
hut but myfelf, and on turning my cycs towards
my baggage, | mified my gun and my powder and
ball. Suppofing that they had perhaps been re-
moved to fome other part of the hut, 1 iearched
for them but in.vain, I refolved to go out in
queft of my hoft : jult as I was pafiing through the
opening of the hut, I met the mampa coming to-
wards me with the gun inhis hand,  He began to
laugh aloud, and made various motions with the
gun, like one who well knew how to ufe it. It
gave me great pleafure to {ee thy gun again; and
the powder and balls were likewife reftored to me,
In the mean while fome warm milk and broiled
mutton was brought me for breakfaft : 1ate hear-
tily, while my hofpitable hoft endeavoured to enter
jnto converfation w1th me. Although T did not
upnderftand him, yet 3 con,echncd that he was
{peaking about fhooting, as he often put himielf
in the pofture of a perfon in the adt of firinga g
At length two of his friends, who dwdt in the
¥4 o e
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decorated him with two branches of palm, which’
they ftuck under the beit with which he had in-
circled his hair, fo that it fcemed a5 if he wore a
pair of ftag’s horns on his head. Two fimilar
branches were put into his hands; and the prbcef-
fion then began to move. They paraded three
times round every hut of the kraal, which cere-
mony lafted two hours : a large fire was then kind-
led in the middle of the kraal, around which moft
of them feated themfelves, and began to fing. As
yet the women had taken no part in the celebra-
tion of the feftival ; but as foon as the men had
taicen their feats, they too made their appearance.
Each of them bore in their hands two palme.
'branchcs, which were prefented, with various ce-
remonies, by the married wemen to their huft
bands, and by the maidens to the fingle young men.
All then joined in a dance arotnd the fire, into
which they at laft threw the palm-branches. ~ Theé
women then repaired to their huts and brought
mills, which was drank by the mer, who kad again
feated themfelves, Two young men and two
maidens were now conduCted within the ring, to
be joined in wedlock, which ceremony was per-
formed in the following manner: the mothers,
leading their daughters with one hand, and bear-
ing in the other hand two bafkets with milk, ap-
proached the fire; when abous fix paces diftant
from
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young woinen, and fung fome German fongs, ta
which the company liftened with great attention.
When I fofe to dance, I by miftake fingled out a
young married woman for my partner, but was
immediately reproved by her hufband, and {hould
probably have received fome ill ufage from him,
if the mampa had not interpofed, and told him
that I was unacquainted with the cuftoms of the
country. They then brought me a young maiden,
without an apron, with whom I was at liberty te
dance and fkip about as much as I pleafed.

On the following morning, being firmly re-
folved to take my leave of the mampa, I prefented
two florins to him, which he refufed to accept ;
but finding that I perfifted, he at length took them
and gave them to his wife ; however, when I like-
wife made her a prefent of two florins, he took his
own again,and heartily thanked me. Having given
mefome roafted meat to takewithme,and conveyed
nte to the extremity of his territory (about half a
German mile)where we cordially tookleave of each
other. I now direfted my courfe towards the Fu-
rekoha. The kraals which I had left confifted of
twenty-two huts, containing about three hundred
inhabitants. It was fituated on the right of the
Fifh-river between a chain of mountains, which
is faid to be cight days journcy in length, and is

: interfected
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mers, tongs, chains, and the like articles; travelled
by caravans to the Cape,and exchanged their ma«
nufactures for wunwrought iron, kettles, brandy,
and bugles. In proportion as the Dutch planters
encrealed in number, and extended their planta-
tions, the Caffres were neceflitated to remove to a
greater diftance from thelifh-river, which formed
the boundary of their country; and being perfe-
cuted by the planters as well as the Hottentots,
they relinquifhed not only trade and commerce,
but alfo moft of their manufactories. Mr.Dulbach
of Batavia being afterwards appointed Governor of
the Cape, he concluded with the Caflres an armi-
ftice for twenty years, on condition that they
fhould fend every year twelve young men to the
Cape, who were not to be treated as {laves, but as
fervants of the Company, and at the end of the
year to be relieved by twelve others. “The young
men acquired at the Cape, not only a knows
ledge of the Dutch idiom, but they alio learned to
make 2 variety of ufeful infiruments and tools.
It will hardly be fuppofed, that they fhould not
have icen bellows at the Cape, or would not in-
troduce them in their native country! The ufual
mode of forging iron has alio been long known in
Caffraria.

In the ye? 1739, 3 Portugueze fhip being *

wrecked
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mily,” is of courfe equally erroneous. At the

Cape, it is true, they are ufed to fay of any dirty,
filthy fellow, ¢ That he may be the king of Caf-
fraria;” but this does not prove the real exiftence
“of fuch a king.

About feventy years back, feveral kraals were
governed by one common chief, who might per-
haps have been ftiled king.  The lalt of thefe po-
tentates was called Pharao, and killed by the plan-
ters in the courfe of an incurfion into Caffraria.
At the time of Vaillant’s travels there exifted but
few Caffres, acquainted even with the name of
Pharao, and not one was living, who had known
that King, a portrait of whom I faw at Colonel
Gordon’s, at the Cape. Every horde has a chief ;
this dignity, however, is not held by right of in-
heritance, but the moft worthy and moft valiant
is elected to that ftation. 1 am alio perfectly fatis-
fied, that circumcifion is not in ufe among the
Caffres.  So much for the correénefs of Vaillant’s
remarks ; I fhall hereafter add fome further obfer-
vations on the manners, cuftoms, and inflitutions
of that nation. The horde with whom I {o long
continued, contained fourteen thoufand fouls, and
threc hundred and nineteen combatants, who in-
habited one Pndrcd and twenty-feven huts, By
way of amufement I ufed to carry wood into the

. huts,
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out to me in the Caffrarian language: What doft
thou here?” T anfwered, that I was dying with
punger. ¢ Haft thou no food then,” atked a
fecond. T replied that I had none. Who art
thou?” cried a third. Iam a native of the welt,
our fhip has been wrecked on the coaft. ¢ Whither
art thou going?” Lo my native country. Many
other queflions were put to me, and in particular
1 was afked whether L had come alone? 1anfwered
them as well as I could, by means of fingle words
and figns, and then intreated them to give me fome
food. They ordered me to accompany them;
but on my afluring them that T was fo tarigued
and weak as to be unable to follow them: a con-
fultation ‘was held, in which one of them faid, that
I'muft be compelled to go with them; another
propofed to kiil me with their javelins ; but this
was oppofed by a third, who happened to be of a
gentler and more compaflionate difpofition.  This
difcourfe terrified ‘me exceedingly : at laft one of
them feized me by the arm, and gave me to un-
derftand, that I muit go elong with them. 1
avillingly followed them into a thicket, where they
halted and kindled a fire. One of them gave me
a piece of raw meat, which I broiled on the coals s
others of them let me drink out of their watera
pottles. When I lay down to {leep, I placed my
knapfack as a pillow, under my head; but they.
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but it was impoflible for me to reach them before
night. I therefore feated myfelf in the grafs, and
refolving to pafs the night here, lay down on my
bundle. T had Iain about an hour, when 1 fele
fomething feize me by the feet: I'had placed my
carabine between my legs, and by way of precau-
tion, held the fling in my hand; 1 therefore in-
flantly pulled it up and drew the trigger. 1 now
ftarted up, and faw four men, who terrificd by the
cxplofion, had retired to fome diftance.  Obferving
that they would not again approach me, I called to
them in the Caffrarian language: ¢ What would
vou have of me ?—Whercupon they afked me:
“Why art thou come into our country, and
whence comeft thou ?”’—T again queftioned them -
¢ Are ye Caffres ”—They anfwered, ¢ Yes.”’—¢1f
then ye are of as kind and hofpitable difpofition as
your countrymen, tell me, may I go to lodge all
night at-your kraal, without being made a pri-
foner I’ ¢« We muit firft be informed who thou
art ;”’—anfwered they, and were going away.—¢1
am a native of the Weft Country, and am return-
ing to my own country.’—¢ Follow us,” cried
they; “but firlt give' us the Zulayndma” (the
murderous-thing).—1 furrendered my carabine to
them, and followed them. They brought me to
a hut, in which a fiek old man lay, whom I fup-
pofed to be their chief,  After they had fpoken te

him,
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cure me my axe and firelock, and thus enable i€
to purfue my journey. They afked me from
whence I came, and whither I was going? Hav-
ing heard my anfwer, they went back to the kraal,
and I lay down on the grafs in expeftation of
the event; but as none of them returned, I took
courage, and went to the kraal, to feek for my axe
and carabine. At the very entrance of the village
I faw the men with whom I had converied before ;
they threatened me with their clubs, but I perfifted
in my demand, drew my cutlafs, and went ftraight
up to the huts. They retreated, but at the fame
time called out—bokatotago lokhmabes (if you enter
our huts, we will kill you on the fpot) ; Itook no
notice of their threats, and advanced with intre-
pidity and fpirit.  But it {iruck me that it would
be more prudent to apply to the chief, and I went
immediately to the fourth hut, which was deco-
rated with boughs, and thereby diftinguifhed as the
refidence of the chieftain. I haftened up to it, for
I was followed by a whole troop of armed men,
and expofed to the utmolt danger : on my arrival
at the hut, the chicf fallied forth, holding a large
club in his hand. [ entreated his affiftance and
protection againft his comrades, who threatened
to kill me, becaufe I demanded my property, of
which they had robbed me the preceding evening.
He liftened with the utmott attention, conduéted

me
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she.—~Their looks and whole appearance were
wild and favage. They had killed a large roc-
buck, which they forced me to carry. My
ftrength failing me, 1 feveral times funk under my
burden ; but was forced by blows to take up my
load again, and to follow them feveral miles
through bufhes and high reed-grafs, to the great
diverfion of my companions, who Jaughcd at the
plaintive tones with which Iimplored their com-
paflion. It was near evening beforewe reached their
kraal, which was fituated on a level adjoining to
an arin of the river Macumbo, and confifted of
about forty badly-conftructed huts. Bloft of the
inhabitants of the kraal came ranning out to fee
the {trange animal, as my condutors called me.
As foon as I had thrown down the roc-buck, they
began to rummage my bundle, and even pulled
off the apron I had tied round my loins, expofing
me as a fhew to the curious cyes of the croud.
A number of women and youny girls viewed me
in this flate, and faid to the by-ftanders, that I was
very handfome ; they likewife begged of the men
to reftore my apron to me, but were teld in reply,
that T looked much better without it. At night
they put me into the farther corner of a hut,'to
prevent my efcaping, and gave me only a hide to
fie down on. T was much dejected, for [ expedted
#nothing but ill ufage here; however I was under
L3 the
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5.1
ceived four people, with water-velles, ¢ )ﬁinf.r‘m}?'
ro.ul(mhqa“l/ from welt to eaft. Tran as faft as
1 could to wards them ; but foon difcovered that
they were comning towa rds mes They were
woincn, who had been to futCI“I, and who
alked me, by figns, whence I came, and whither 1
was ww..:‘,. I fignificd to them, that I waslooking
for wat wh :’cuao;i one of them gave me her
I-itchcr, wmcu 1 almo{t emptied. She viewed me
attentively, and winked to'me to go with her to
the kraal. At firft, indeed, Ilndxc-o.‘“;i not to
2o thigher ; but, being very hungry, I followed
them. On my arrival there, T was iimmediately
furrounded by a great congourfe of people, amung
whom, however, there were but few men. Thefe
began to handle me in the fume indecent manner
as at the kraal I had laft efcaped from, and cven
puailed me from onc another, each attempting to

keep poffefion of me. T f2t down on the ground,
and refolved to refift, if they thould again treat me
,  with fuch brutal rudenefs. Thg women, obftry ing
that 1 was hungry and thiifty, brought »io et
and ‘millk, and while I was cating, forined thike
felves into a circle around me, to hindor the when
from interrupting me. An old man, vvho wus the
“hief of the kraal, now made his appearahde.

‘After viewing me attentively,” he ordéied the
awvomen to lift me up, and lead e (o hi5hud,
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1 came to a rivulet eight feet in breadth, and from
three to four feet'decp, the name of which, as 1
afterwards learned, is Quapakaop : it takes its rife
in a mountain, fituated to the weftward, and
bends its courfe to the {fouth eaft, where it empties
itfeif into the river Makumbo. At the extremity of
the vale I'perceived a kraal; T withed to aveid it;
but was already too near, and perceived two men,
about twenty paces diftant, who were prepared to
receive me with their javelins. 1 threw myfelf on
the grou'nd, and cried out, as they were drawing
near « topar oribakeh” (the gods greet you.) On
d.cir coming up to me, I obferved they were Mu-
hotians, and taking courage, requefted they would
give me fome water. "They then directed me
to a {pring, on the other fide of their huts, where
1 threw myielf on the grafs, and refrefhed myfelf,
in a thort time, upwards of an hundred perfons
crouded about me, who appeared to commifer-
ate my fituation. One gave me a picce of meat,
another, millet-cake and plums, and I was invited
by ligns, to enter their huts. I pretended not to
comprehend their figns, and did not move, when,
~fome of them endeavoured to drag me along,
Fnraged at their treatment, I prepared to defend
myfelf with my axe, but was immediately {eized,
deprived of my weapon, and dragged into the
kraal. There they ferutinized iny drefs, and began
: M to

»
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to difcufs the queftion, to what nation I belonged.
From what- I could underftand, the majority
were of opinion, that I was a Watadulihao, (man-
eater,) and ought either to be killed, or be clofely
confined and well treated, left I thould do mifchief
to their children. 1 however intimated to them,
that I was obliged to pur{ue my journey, a propo-
fition, to which they did not objed, and on the
tourth day after my arrival, three men attended
me out of the kraal, pointed out to me the direc.
tion in which I was to proceed, and fuffered me ta
depart in peace. This happened onthe 26th of Sep-
tember ; between that day, and the 1ft of Oé&ober, 1
met with few other kraals of the fame nation,
patfed arother mountain, and reached the river
Makumbo, which was fwollen fo much, that |
could fcarcely diftinguifh the oppefite bank, and |
perccived, that huts for feveral miles extent, were
entircly covered with water.

On the 2nd of October, I faw the firl Kamtar.
rians. 'This nation inhabits a diltricy, on the
banks of the river Tambo. 'Their chief means of
fubfiftence are hunting, and breeding of cattle,
‘The men are moft of them of a fmall fize ; they are
of a lighter colour than the three laft mentioned
nations, whom they furpafs in {pirit and courage,
and, from their fuperior ikill. in handling the

javelin,
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jeveling,  generally defeat them, although they
are not 1o numerous. Their population is efti-
mated at from f{ix to feven thoufand combatants
and women ; the latter are taller than the men,
and are full of fpirit and courage ; the majority of
them are prifoners taken from other nations, and
detained here.  No girls are brought up by this
nation ; thefe are put to death as foon as they are
born. They havé no priefts, although it may be
{uppofed, the nation is not entirely withount reli-
gion. ‘The oldeft man of the village (their places
of refidenice are not called kraals) is wholly the
chieftain and judge. Polygamy is permitted ; and
the firft wife, who is in genera]l more refpeéted
than the reft, enjoys the right, in cafe, fhe does
ot become pregnant by her hutband, of choofing
another man, and if fhe bears him a boy, fhe be-
comes his wife. They are exceedingly fuperfti-
tious ; if, for inftance, one of the nation is wound-
ed, or killed by a wild beaft, in the day-time, they
fay, that he had offended the great goddefs; and if
it happens by night, efpecially when the moon
fhines, they are {atisfied, that he has offended the'
little goddefs, and has thus been punifhed for his
mifconduct. In dark hazy weather, they lie in
their huts, in a ftate of abfolute inactivity and
floth, and the women perform only fuch work as
is abfolute neceffary. If a woman dies in child-

M 2 birth,
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give him an anfwer. lle prefented me with a
new calabath, and wanted my waiftcoat in return,
which gave me great uncafinefs, all my money
being fewed up in it. 1 pretended not to under-
ftand him, and he infifted no farther. The village
confiited of one hundred and thirty-four huts, of
a good conftruction : it was f{ituated in a fruitful
country, well provided with good water, and
called Afatehajt

The third day after the march of the warriors,
afong was heard at fome diftance, which pro-
duced univerfal joy in the village; it was a trium-
phal hymn, and proclaimed the return of the
conquerors, that meat might be immediately
roafted, which was accordingly done without the
fmalleft delay. I huaftened to mrect the victors.
‘they returned in coniplete order, had had forty
wounded and feven killed, and had made fixteen
prifoners, five of whoin were women.  In the
center of the-village they formed a drdle; the
chief delivered “a fpeech, at the clofe of which
milk and meat were ferved up, and merriment
and joy appeared in every countenance.  The pri-
foners were alfo fupplied” with plenty of provi-
fions, and treated with great kindnefs. The
wounds of the wounded were wafhed with a cer-

tain
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we {oon arrived at Zahmago, the firlt village be-
yond the border. Here likewife every one was
curious to fee me; my drefs efpeciaily excited
much attention. Some feemed to take me for a
white flave, and fhewed an inclination to employ
me as fuch.  But when they found that I did not
underftand their language, nor they mine, they
took me for an Oriental; as I had intimated to
them by figns.  They, therefore, behaved very
friendly to me, as they themfelves derive their
origin from the Orientals. This nation is very
poor, as they neither breed cattle, nor cultivate
the foil, but fubfift entirely by hunting, and re-
ceive corn from the Birians, in exchange for the
fkins of the animals which they kill. They here
‘obtain, by preflure from a kind of plums, a li-
quor which taftes exceedingly well, when mixed
with water. The number of inhabitants in the
whole ftate does not now cxceed feven thoufand
five hundred. This nation is faid to have been
formerly very powerful, but by inceffant wars they
fo weakened themfelves, that they were driven
from their ancient territory, fituated, as they
themfelves fay, in a moft fertile tract of country
under theline.  The King of Biri took compaffion
on them, gave them an afylum in his kingdom.
They have becomne more peaceable,and have adopt-

ed the Jaws, manners and cuftoms of the Birians,
N with
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On the 26th and 2gth T travelled a plain, in
which I here and there found bufhes and clumps of
trees. On thelatter day, I was obliged to take re-
fuge in one of the trees, being purfued by fix wild
dogs. After remaining there fome hours, I ven-
tured to fct forward again; but proceeded with
great difficulty and pain, having neither provifions
nor water, and being obliged to fubfift entirely on
roots and leaves.

On the 3oth, T entered a valley, and foon after
arrived at theborders of the kingdom of Mataman,
which ‘is bounded by the river Sohmoh. This
river runs through the valley ; it is in general not
more than eight or nine feet wide, but in winter it
frequently fwells to fuch a degree, as to overflow
the whole valley, which is two miles in breadth.
This kingdom is mountainous : therc are, how-
ever, many fruitful vallies, moft beautiful mea-
dows, and an abundance of fruit treces ; but the
natives are too indolent to improve what thé
bountiful hand of nature has beftowed upon
them.

The King of this country governs with unli-
mited powér : he is ftyled Sobaawoia (the clected
by the gods); the office is hereditary, and in failure

of male iflue, even females inherit it.  When a fe-
£k male
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at a village called Okohama, where however 1 did
not ftop, but proceeded with all poflible {peed to-
ward Seenhofa. As I approached nearer that ca-
pital, I pafled through feveral fruitful vallies,
abounding with fruit trees ; and at length came to
an aqueduct, which condudted water to the town
from a diftance of half a German mile. On the
fide of this aquedudt I now proceeded, and reached
the town before fun-et. I immediately went to
the Mohwoia’s, who gave me fome barley and {four
nﬁlk, and then conduéed me to a hut adjoining
his own, where I {lept without being difturbed, the
Mohwoia having carefully faftened the door.

My wifh to fee the King was foon gratified : for
carly in the morning the Mohwoia came into my
hut, and winked me to follow him. He condudted
me through a long fireet, with huts on both fides,
to a grafs-plot, where a number of men formed a
circle, in the centre of which I faw the Sohaawoia
(or King). He appeared to be about forty years
of age, was feated upon a round block of wood,
and held his battle-axe in his hand. 1 had on the
preceding day taken out four guilders from bes
tween the lining of my wailtcoat for the purpofe
of prefenting them to the King ; and with thefe
in my hand I entered the ring. His Majeity en-
quired of me (through the medium of one of the

by-
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that they confidered me as no better than a com-
mon flave, and that | was in danger of being,
fooner or later, bartered or fold to fome other na-
tion*. I was plentitully fupplied with provifions;
but I was not fatisfied with the behaviour of the
King towards me in other refpets. The royal
houfchold confifted only of his wife and children,
and of a few fervants, all of whom lodged in fe-
parate huts. "The King being very jealous, I was
not allowed to go near the women, but ufually at-
tended him in his own hut, or when he went to
the chace. 'Thelatter part of my employment was
fometimes very laborious, for I was obliged to
carry home the game which we killed.  But, for-
tunately for me, the King never went a hunting
except when his ftock of provifions happened to
be exhaufted ; for, whillt a fufliciency remained,
his Majefty, as well as the greater part of his fub-

» When the Europeans difcovered the coafis of Africa, they
perhaps learned the flave-trade from the natives ; for among all
+he African nations which I vifited, the Southern CafFres ex-
cepted, the practice of felling human beings exifts ; and in the
courfe of a few years the flaves often pafs through the hands of
feveral nations ; as, for inftance, the Matamanians barter them
away for falt to the Muzumbonians, and the Muzumbonians
for grain to the inhabitants of Congo ; and thus they are trans-
ferred from one mafter to the other, till at length they come into
the pofleflion of the Europeans. :
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“ me ; but their hearts being fteeled againft all my
‘entreaties, they beat me till I again got up. At
fatt I arrived, half dead with pain and fatigue, at
the village which I had left a few hours before,
‘When I had depofited my load, my cruel tor-
mentors bid me be gone. Not being able to walk,
I fat down by the fide of their hut to reft myfelf;
but even this indulgence was denied me. I there-
fore crawled along as well as I could, till I.came to
the hut whetre I Lad received fome imilk 4t noon.
The owner of it happened to be looking cut at the
door, and I begged of him to take pity on me.
He afked me, what hindered me from walking;
and when 1 thewed him the hurt in my foot, hg
exprefled his willingnefs to afit me. Percciving
that my whole body was covered with blood, part
of which, however, had flowed down' my waift-
coat, from the carcafe of the wolf, he became ftill
kinder, and even exprefled by his geftures how
much he was incenfed againit thofe who had treated
me with fuch cruelty. He fpread out a {heep-fkin
before the hut, and bade me fit down on it ; he
then looked at my foot, gimmcdiatdy fpoke
to a girl, who foof returned With feveral kinds of
leaves, which he carcfully examined, and then
applied to wmy foot. I then received fome meal
and milk; and was in every refpect treated as if I
had been a native of the country. A couch was
O prepared

L3
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prepared for me in the hut, and fome fkins wefe
given me to cover myfelf. At firft T was not able
to {leep, partly on account of the pain which I fuf-
fered, and partly through fufpicion, as I did nct
yet altogether truft my hoft. But my {ufpicions of
his integrity were quite erroncous; for he was a
truly benevolent philantliropift, as his fubfequent
behaviour clearly proved. At dawn of day he
arofe and afked, whether the pain had abated ?
On my an{wering in the negative, he feemed fur-
prized, becaufe he had fuppofed the leaves would
operate fironger. He now bid me come before
the hut. I crawled out; he looked at the fore,
and was much terrified at the ﬁg;'ht, as it was
worfe. He {ent, however, without hefitation, for
another kind of leaves, l'efcmbling thofe of our
willows, bruifed them on a ftone, and made them
up with greafe into falve, with which he rubbed
my leg with {fo much violence, that I had nearly
loft my fenfes ; he then tied a thong or firap aréund
the fwollen part and bade me lay down. 1did fo,
and the pain growing lefs violent, I fell afleep.
When I awoke in the evening, I found that my
foot had been wrapped up in palm-leaves, and thit
the pain had abated very much. Full eight days
elapfed, however, before I could put my foot to
the ground, During this time 2 man cameinto
the hut, whom my hott acquainted with the

circumitances
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CHAP. VIL

Hiftory of the Secgerines— National>Characler of that
People—The Author arrives in the fir/t Village of
the Secgerinesy called Mukofuh—On the Slave
Trade—Adccount of a Tyger Hunt—Profecution of
the Journey—T he Author is carried, as a Prifoner,
into the Province of Porgu/mmdt (called in the
Map Ofila) but well ireated—Hiflory and Defcrip-
tion of that Nation—T be Author is ordered, in Com-
pany with other Men, to march to the Frontiers, to
attack an hoftile Trader in Slaves, with a large
Tranfport of Negroes, but being taken DLrifoner,
and labouring under great Troubles and Difficulties,
is conducted to the Sovians—Defeription of this Na-
tion, which bears a clofe Refemblance to the Inba-
bitants of Angola—Difference in point of L(zhguagc
—The Author is made a Cowherd in the Service of
the Mani—The fourth Wife of the Man entertains
an illicit Pa/ffion for him—He eftapes from ber by
flight to Angola—Account of that Kingdom, its
Hiftory, Boundaries, and Produce—On the King,
the Political Conflitution, Religion, Manners, Cuf-
toms, and National Drefi—=The Author is robbed
by an Evanga ( Yudge ) of his Money and Yournaly
and is in the mgjt imminent Danger of lofing bis Life,

but
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fait from a mountain, fituated to the weftward,
and exchange part of it for the produce of neigh-
bouring diftricts. The prifoners whom they take,
efpecially from the Malamans, with whom they
are frequently at war, are exchanged for other
commodities, and fall at laft into the hands of
the flave merchants on the coalt of Congo.

I fhall here fay a few words on the flave-trade.
The dealers in {laves are Moors, who make in-
curfions as far as the defert of Sahara, fteal children
and young perfons in the interior of Africa, and
give them to the chiefs of towns in exchange for
cattle, guns, gunpowder, and lead. The chiefs
collect thefe unfortunate people, and fell them in
couples, of from twenty to fixty head, to the
Portugueze, French, and Englifh, on the coaft, on
their way to which, they are frequently obliged
to travel on foot ten, or perhaps twenty days, and
are ufed worfe than cattle. Had not the inha-
bitants of thefe countries got acquainted with
Europeans and their wares, the {lave-trade could
never have taken place. The friends of mankind
are. jufily filled with horror at the barbarous
treatment which the unfortunate ilaves experience
from thefe Chriftian cannibals. In how many
countries has the religion of Chrift been {hame-
ful]y mifufed, for the purpoie of oppreffion; and,

by












202 TRAVELS IN THE

return : I found it at the place where T had flept,
but the fnake had difappeared. On quitting the

wood, I entered a fine plain, in which the village

of Ogtih is fituated, confifting of about thirty huts.
Unwilling to ftop in this village, T was walking
ftraight through it, without alking for provifion ;
but one of the inhabitants gave me a tortoife-
fhell with water and the juice of plums, which I
emptied, and went on without being in theleatt de-
tained. I then came again to a fmall dale, wafhed
by a fmall river, whole water was not drinkable ;
yet it fupplied me with fome fine muicles, of which
I made a comfortable meal, and reached in the
evening a chain of rocky mountains, which formed
the boundary of the country, andgwhere I pailed
the night,

Farly in the morning I heard the found of hu-
man voices, and foon faw about twenty armed
men, who efcorted a troop of prifoners, coupled
together two and two.  One of the former feized
and conduéted me to the commander of the ef
cort, who, after fome confideration, tied my hands
with a firap, and bidane follow him. Until noon
our road lay over mountains ; the armed men were
rough and noify, but the prifoncrs appeared mourn-

ful and dejeGted. At roon we reached the large
village of Fuojaha, where we halted and received
water.

| A
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From the fmall numbcr of women, the men

have frequently but one wife, yet never quarrel .

about the right of enjoying their joint property.
The women are refpeted, and lefs rudely treated,
than in other parts of Africa. The men apply
themfelves alfo to the management of houfehold
affairs, take care of the cattle, and tranfaét other
domeftic bufinefs while the women drefs the vic-
tuals, clean matahora, or convert it into flour and
grits.

In point of language and drefs, this nation per-
fe&ly agree; with the inhabitants of the coaft of
Congo. Boys are circumcifed the day after their
birth, and held in higher eftimation than girls. T
have feen mothers furrounded by twelve, nay,
cighteen male children, and refpected by them.
Upon' the whole, T am much pleafed with the
mode of educatlon which prevails in this pro-
vince. A child, as foon as it can talk, enjoys the
inftruéion of its grandfather, or, if he thould be
dead, of its father, who acquaints it with fuch
plants and fruit as are fic for food, and points
out thofe which are noxious and pernicious to
health. It is alib taught to weave mats of reed-
grafs ; and, as it grows older, to aflift in 2 var iety
of houfchold-worx ; the boys, in -particular, are
made to apply themfelves to hunting, and thereby

acquire
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' acquire agility and courage. He who kills an ele-.
phant ‘is no longer claffed among boys but men.

'Though all ftrangers, not engaged in any branch
of traflick with the nation, are confidered as {laves,
yet they are treated with great kindnefs, and not
{old ; for they deteft the {lave-trade, and make it
their bufinefs by main force to wreft from other
natibns {uch flaves as are deftined for fale. Prifoners .
of war expericnce alfo a kind treatment, and if
they with it, are incorporated with the nation.

I was at length carried into the village of Sol-
taho, the place of refidence of the nominal King,
and delivered to that petty fovereign with.many
ceremonies. He received me kindly, and ordered
my hands to be untied, to be regaled with a piece
of elephant fleth roafted, and condufted me into
a {mall hut. ‘The reft of the prifoners were alfo
diftributed, and met all of them with a kind re- .
ccptiun.

Unacquainted with the language of the coun-
trj’, I was not able to lcarn what would be my
future fate, yet felt no uneaiinefs on this point,
as I enjoyed a preference to the relt of the pri-
foners. While the latter were obliged to work
in the field, to cut weed and the like, I was em-

ployed
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refpected by the nation, but was neverthelefs fro-

quently obliged to go to reft very hungry, becaufe-
the people live here in a very frugal manner, and

confume but little food.

Having lived here feveral moriths, I at laft fell
into the hands of another people, the Sovians,*
through a peculiar_accident, which 1 fhall relate
in a few words.

4

On the 7th of June 1785. two flaves arrived in
the village where 1 refided, who had efcaped from
a troop of {laves, efcorted by a ftrong body of So-
vians on their way to Bengula. Thefe flaves des
pofed that, on the rgth, the above troops, confiit-
ing of thirty flaves, would pafs clofe by the fron-
tiers of Porguhomat, in confequence of which ad-
vice, preparations were immediately made in the
village, to difperfc the clcort or take them prifon-
ers along with the troop of flaves. I learned at
the famc time, that although the country of An-
gola was about an cight days journey diftant from
their province, yet they werc here conftantly.
ready to injure them as well as the Sovians, and
to deftroy their flave-trade. I had formerly been

# Inhabitants of the kingdom Sova, fubjected to the King

of A ngola. -
prefent
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ing to the village ; and continued their march alt
the following day through woods and over moun-
tains. In the evening wearrived at a village called
Brhtyho, which lies in the territory of the Sovians.
The captives were all conducted to the Mani,
(Judge), who ordered us fome four milk and
medabahat, (a kind of pear) for fupper. 'The place
where we lodged all night was very inconvenient,
as about fixty perfons were obliged to lie in one
hut; and confequently none of us were able to
{leep.

In the morning they faftened us together by
threes, and marched us farther. The road was
extremely bad, and moft of us were incapable of
proceeding farther, as the wounds in their feet
caufed them great pain.  Althoughin the evening
we faw villages on both fides of the road, yet we
were obliged to pafs the night in the open air, as
they were afraid of being attacked. The villages
of this tract of country generally confift of from
fixteen to twenty wretched low {quare huts, which
ave covered with reed-grafs.

After midnight we again decamped and marched
till about noon over a large fandy plin. At laft

we reached a {mall town, where we were con-
ducéted
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fiorans lived without huts, agriculture or pafture,
flept in the open air, and wandered conftantly
among the mountains. Their whole number con-
fifted of between feven and eight hundred perfons,
bug it was increafing every year, and might here-
after become formidable to their neighbours. Some
affert, that they derive their origin from the city
Zohara, in the territory of Jaga, where they were
once far more numerous. In the year 1623 King |
Manimugy attacked Jaga, took pofleflion of the
greater part of it, and {ummoned Zohara to fur-
render. The {fumimens was rejected, and a fmall
army marched out againit them. Enraged at this
conduct the King advanced hLis army, beat the Za-
harans, purfued them into the city, put to death
every inhabitant who had not efcaped, and fet the
town on fire. 'The fugitives applied to the King
of Angola for protection, who received them wil-
lingly, and afligned them a place for their refidence.
In time of war they form a tree corps, and in moft
expeditions are fuccefsful : but their javelins and
war-axes remain with them only during the war,
and on the return of peace they are delivered back
to their protectors. The men are large and ftrong,
with 2 complexion inclining to a red rather than a
brown black, with a fhock head, which they adorn
with fmall bones. Their religion is heathenifh:
the oldeft manamong them is both judge and prieft,
S 3 but .
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but he decides only in trifling cafes ; for crimes of
a higher nature the criminal is delivered up to the
King, and punithed according to the laws of the
land. Here a fingular diftinction between the
fexes is worthy of mention, which confifts in the
hair, that of the women in this nation being long
and beautiful, and the girls, when they are only a
few weeks old, are remarkably diftinguithed by
their hair from the boys of the fame age.

About evening, after pafling feveral troops of
Azahorans, we reached, on our defcent from the
mountain, the little village Kamoh, in an agreeable
and fruitful fituation on the Molo, a ftream about
four feet wide, which runs round the mountain
towards the north-eaft. Here I faw fome tolerable
paftures of cattle and well cultivated fields. The
judge gave us a good night’s lodging, and provi-
fions as good as he could procure. On the next
morning my efcort returned back; but the judge,
having heard that I was a friend of the King’s,
gave me a meflenger to conduét me to Mahiny.
The road was exceedingly bad, and with the ut-
moft toil we made our way through thickets, like
barricadoes, and fometimes, where they were im-
penetrable, we were compelled to go a ‘l(‘mg way
round.  Infeds and ferpentswere every where in
twarms, and fome young lions, who intimidated

my
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of this country, called Mayzahto, are about the fize -
of the Weft Indian hare, but their hair like that of
their fheep, which is very much like our turnfpits,
is very unprofitable. The great lake above the city
Malemba produces good fith, particularly large and
well-tafted mufcles. The three parts of the couns
try are thefe following : firft, the upper part by
the fea-fide belonging to the Portugueze : the fe-
cond inhabited by the Malembans, which is the
middle of the country, and on the weft bordering
on the Portugueze fa&ories : the third or lower
part is the kingdom of Cacongo. The two laft
mentioned nations werc about an hundred and
fifty years ago under the fame King, but {oon after
that time feveral great men at the court of the
King of Loango, took advantage of his violence
and careleflnefs, and endeavoured to ered king-
doms for themfelves: thus the kingdoms of Ma.
Jemba and Cacongo were formed, which however
have been fubjeét to feveral revolutions.

Thefe two head nations, which kept within
bounds the ambition of the Portugueze, can with
the affiftance of their allies bring into the ficld
thirty thoufand men in arms : their weapons in-
deed are only bows and arrows, but they ufe them
with great bravery. The whole army confifts of
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will not reccive from him unlimited commands.
He has indeed, in his own kingdom, far more
warriors, yet he can do but little injury to this
fmail nation from its fituation on mountains, in
woods, and difficult pafles. They, are accufed of
being much addited to robbery, and even canni-
palifin ; but I faw not the leaft trace of cither,
and even here it was told me, that their neigh-
bours, the Monomotapans, plundered whatever
they could, and ate the fleth of their prifoners.
Hofpitality is univerfal : the ftranger is prefented
with the beft which the country affords ; and the
traveller who trufts himielf to the protection of
this nation may be affured that they will never do
him an injury.

They acknowledge neither king .nor pricft,
leading a life of fimplicity; and according to na-
ture. If water fails in any part they move northe
wards, particularly to an arm of the river Bambo,
which fiows all the year. The children grow up
without any infiruétion, and their education is
left entircly to themfelves. The employment of
the men, the chace excepted, is very infignificant ;
for the women gather the wood, keep up the fire,
and colle& the fruit. Neither mats nor {hirts
are made here ; their beds are of firaw, and they
go entirely naked. Moft of them lic very often

: the
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the whole day, through. inadivity, on their
couches ;3 and 1can confidently affert, that they
are the lazielt people of all Africa. I never faw a
religious ceremony here, nor could I learn that
any were obferved.

The Chicf begged me to ftay with him as long
as I thould remain here ; he ufed to fay, ¢ Stay
ftranger ; whillt you are here it goes well with
us, and you will never hunger.” The laft circum-
ftance was not exactly true; for in the very hot
weather they {carcely eat any thing, but ftretch
themfelves out on their firaw and indulge in
lazinefs ; at fuch times I was obliged to go in
fearch of fruit and roots for myfelf ; and, that I
might not equal them in idlenefs, T made an ac-
quaintance with a young woman who carved
figures on whitened bones. Thefe bones fhe co-
vered firt with moiftened fand, which was ex-.
pofed to the heat of the fun ; after this they were
fcraped, and fhe carved on them with ftones all
forts of figures. She worked with fuch difpatch
and dexterity, that many a moderate artift would
perhaps find it difficult to furpafs her figures.
The fexual conneétion is never denied here to
any one, for it is confidered as a natural want
which no one fhould oppofe. I remained with

this good tempered people to the end of the year,
went
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ftepped round me, fome fecling my mouth, others
handling my head, and I was obliged to fubmit,
- like a ftrange animal, to their examinations. Tdid
not underftand 2 fingle word of their language,
but mine was underftood by fome of them. Not
one of thefe people probably had feen white men,
which may eafily be conceived, fince the many
mountains and almoft impenetrable woods prohi-
bited accefs to them. I fhould think it an un-
dertaking, which would amply be repaid, to form
a commercial company to explore this nation, in
whofe mountains in all probability great treafures
are hidden. They could make no refiftance, for
they are much too weak; and befides, by good
treatment they might eafily be managed. Sking
and ivory would be the chief articles, which might
be conveyed in fix days in {mall veflels down the
river Zambece, to the former Portugueze fort St,
Martial, and thence other wares might be carried
back in return. : ;

The Mumkaham, the prefent King, was elected
in the year 1783. Maffi, the King from whom
the nation takes its name, has been dead thefe fifty
years, and fince him fourteen Kings have held the
reigns of government. The King isas poor as any
of the inhabitants ; his pre-eminence confifts in de-

claring war and peace, and he is the fupreme in
Jeading
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and I found nobody out of doors. I however en-
tered the firft hut Icame to, and alked for fome-
thing to drink. No one anfivered me, nor made
me an offer of any thing; bat all feemedto be
greatly frightened at my appearance. I made trial
at feveral huts with the like ill fuccefs. Once
more dmwing afide the mats at the doors, I call-
ed bitterly in all the different languages I could
think of, Give me water ! give me wwater ! A
young man at laft came out, and accofling me
with great civility, by figns, afked me to come
nearer. I let him know that I wanted fome-
thing to drink., He comprchended my mean-
ing, uttered a few words which were to me unin.
telligit ble, and within 2 v ery few minutes prefented
tae with fome flour and water, The neighbours
hearing the noife, looked out of their huts to fee
Wwhat was the matter, and obferving me, gathered
about me. Thefe by-ftanders fhewed great com-
- paflion for me: one brought milk, another meal,.
others fruits and roots, for my 1_'cfrcfhmcnt. Some
.- took me into their huts, in which there were
~ $ank naufeous fmells too frong for my fenfes ; fo
that T returned to reft myfelf out of doors. I then
eontinued my journey to the north- caft, towards
the place of the King's refidence. But before fet-
ting out, I procured a leathern bottle, and took it

with me full of frefh water. Had I not been fo
‘ - fecbley
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here with two of the people of Mathiana gather.
ing wood ; but at the fight of me they fled away.
Thaftened after them, and within half an hour
reached the village in which they lived. It cons
fifts of about {ixty cottages, built in a circular ar-
rangement, and inclofed by a {mall wall, within
which the inhahitants have introduced water from
a mountain-fpring, which is fomewhat brackifh,
To hinder this water from being heated by the
rays of the fun, they fhade it with a thatching
of reeds, forming a roof over the wall, :

The inhabitants of the territory of Mathiana
arc in all about eight thoufand fouls. Their
country is in length equal to 2 journey of twa
days and a half, and is accounted as part of
the kingdom of Maffi. They fupport thema
felves by rapine, and are often engaged in enter-
prizes of pillage on the coaft. They are low in
ftature, but ftout, with large eyes, thick fnubbed
. nofes, and thick lips.  Their bodies are of a dark
coppcr—colour; They keep their hair long, and go
naked. The whole nation have but onc Chief,
who is called Killhotonca, is the judge in all difs
ferences, and alfo exccutes the funéions of their
prieft.  Thefe people are active and induftrious.
A fourth part of them go out upon their military
enterprizes 3 another fourth part go a hunting ;

and
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and the reft are ufefully employed at home in
their villages. Ifaw here fome fine cattle, which
I learned had been taken as booty from other na-
tions. Travellers, however, are not plundered or
otherwife injured, but are treated with kindnefs
and hofpitality by thefe people. Their language has
a great refemblance to that whichis fpoken on the
coaft of Congo. When I entered the village, feve-
sal of the inhabitants came up with clubs in their
hands, and called to me in 2 loud voice. I allow-
ed them to come clofe to me; and then, in the
dialect of Congo, informed them that T was a
ﬁrangcr and their friend, and wanted nothing but
refrefhment and a night’s lodging, An old man
;ir;lwillg near, viewed me with a keen cye, and
ﬁid——-“ If you be not a Chriftian, come with us.”
1 followed without reply, and was conducted to
his hut, where he feated me befide himfelf on a
pundle of reeds, and alked the particulars of
my travels. To what 1 faid he liftened with
attention, then bade them give me fome meal and
water. Thofe who ftood ar_ound were furprized
" to fee with what eagernefs I devoured what was
siven me, and faid to one another—IHe muft have
been long without food ! but offered me nothing
'more'. The old man afked if 1 had no prefent to
:'vc him ; but I put him off till next morning,
f@ying, that I withed to go to {leep. He then

: difmifled
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On the 21ft 1 went on, with provifions for two
days. By noon I came to an arm of the rivee
Zambece, on which fteod a few huts. T was not:
tempted to halt long at this place, but pafied on
into the kingdom of Juhkodego, named in the
maps Monoemugi ; and after an hour’s-walk ar-
rived at the village of Awakana. The kingdom
of Juhkodego, or Monoemugi, is from fouth te
north about feventeen day’s journey in extent ;
from weit to eaft, about thirteen day’s journey. It
is in figure a long fquare, on its eaft fide bor-
ders on Abyflinia: on the fouth fide, on the
kingdom of Monomotapa; on the weft, on the
kingdom of Mafii ; and on the north, on the terris
tory of King Majaphar (Mangas). The river Zam-
bece, which divides near the town of Juhkora,
into five arms, likewife interfeds this territory,
and at the diftance of half a day’s journcy from
the town of Zambre is expanded into a great
lake, which is of the fame name as the towns
This territory is interfected by a double range of
mountains, extending from north to fouth, on
which are great forefts and wild beafls innume-«
xable. Thefe mountains afford much faltpetre;
which is not however put to any important ufe
by the people of the country. On account of
the horrid heat, and the fandy nature of the {oily

little grafs grows here ; and the fruit:trees whiclh
: thiive
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thrive well in moft other parts of Africa prove
Jrere ftunted and barren. ‘Water-melons, gourds,
Turkifh-corn, millet, and peafe, the fruit of a
‘certain tree, are the chief produce of this dif-
tri. Here are fith, tortoifes, &c. in great abun-
dance, particularly in the lake already mentioned.
Buffaloes and fheep are not bred in this coun-
try, but are procured in exchange from the
people of Monomotapa, for hides, ivory, and
faltpetre. - The inhabitants are of two different
races : ift. The Mifahomi, the old inhabitants,
diftinguithed by wearing aprons of palm-leaves,
by phiting their hair, by living in willing {ub-
miflion to their priefts, and by marrying only
avithin their own community. 2d. The Jahko-
‘degi, or Monuemugianefe, who go quite naked,
yarely covering even their nudities with a palm-
{eaf, wear the hair long and flowing loofely, have
flat nofes, thick lips and fmall eyes. Both thefe
‘people and their ncighbours, the Mafliancfe, are
aceuflomed to feratch on their checks a diverfity
of figures with the bones of fowls and fithes. Bath
nations are of middle ftature, ufe the fame lan-
-guage, and excel as foldiers and hunters, but are_
-much given to floth, and often lounge in their huts
for days and nights together, without {tirring to
do any thing. The repairing of the huts, and the
“culture of the ground, is left to the women. At
. marriages
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and the roafted deer are fet before the prieft, who
giveé the hearts of the animals to the bride and
bridegroom, and then leaves the reft to help them-
felves at their pleafure. The company then dance
the whole night ; and with this feftivity the wed-
ding-entertainment ends. The men are permitted
to have as many concubines as they pleafe. But a
woman if caught in adultery, is put to death. Few
have more than one wife, by whom, in a fpace of
twelve or fourteen years, they have rarely more
than three or four children. The women do not
fuffer much in child-bearing ; and in a few hours :
after that event, are again fit for their ufual work.
Till their fixth year, both boys and girls remain
under the care of their mother. At that age the
boys begin to receive inftructions from the priefts,
and to go out a hunting with their fathers. "The
girls remain with their mothers, feldom receiving
inflructions from the priefls ; as for them thisis
not accounted neceflary. The religion of the coun-
try is Paganifin, to which the fun and moon are
‘objets of worthip.  They celebrate feafts at every
change of the moon, after every victory obtained .
over their encmies, at the eleftion of a new King»
"and upon the flaughter of any beaft of prey that
‘has been exceedingly formidable and deftructive.
“The King is fupreme ruler, having unqueftioned
‘power of fife and death over all his fubje@s. If
any one be condemned to death, for what others
think
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plaints, petitions,and reprefentations of his fubjeéts,
and converfes with travellers who vifit his king-
dom. In the evening audience is given to the
priefts, who muft however retire as foon as the
Queen is announced. FEntrance is free to every
one, and ftrangers muft particularly come to the’
King on their arrival at the city, or who intend to
travel through the land, and beg his protection.
He is pundtual, active, warlike, and is both re-

r\')

fpected and dreaded by his moft powerful enemies.

¥

When I came to the city, the guard queftioned
me whence I was? My guide replied, that ['was a
ftranger, and he had undertaken to announce me
to the King. The guard confidered a few mo-
ments; and then let us pafs. T exprefled my fur-
prize to the interpreter, who alfo came into the
city with me, that the guard fhould take time to
confider, when I was under the protection of an
officer ; but Ilearned that the guard were held in
very high refpect, and that it was in their power to
have detained me, and to have announced my ars
rival to the King. When we came to the palace
another guard took me in cuftody, and notwiﬂ‘l'-_
ftanding the reprefentations of the officer, would
not permit me to pafs. The officer went inftantly
to the King, announced my arrival, and brought

back to the guard a picce of wood, on which fome
marks
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and {econd huts, and not without great entreaties
received into the third. Many out of curiofity
furrounded me, and accornpanied me as as foon.
a5 1 entered the village, the children ‘particularly
thronging about me, and exclaiming, < Solleboa,
Qollebda—a Chriftian, 2 Chriftian.”” The fupper
confited of ver'y ftinking meal and bad water;
and for a night’s lodging I was fhewn into a {mall
kovel with four and twenty kids and goats, who
all the night long were fpringing from one fide to
the other, and bruifing me with many a tread.
1 left my miferable couch as tired as when T laid
myfelf down; but juft as Twas on the point of
quitting the hovel to go to the large hut, it began
to rain, and a great {torm blew up. T ftaid quictly
contemplating the goats, and confidering which
way 1 fhould travel, when two claps of thunder
roufed me, and led me to look out at the door to
{¢e how long the tempeft was likely to continue.
Here 1 faw my hoft with all his family coming out
of their hut, and in the utmoft terror throwing
themfelves down with their faces to the ground.
1 could not look on this ceremony without {mil-
ing, for each fereamed out,  Ollahaw jungo goh-
libing—ye Gods, do not plunge us into the abyfs.”
A fhort time after, when the thunder-claps grew g
fainter, they arofe up, ftepped to me, and en~
quired whether I had not been calling upon-the -
: 7 gods.
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but as I had heard two days before that there was
war between the two neighbouring nations, I
- thought it better to come this way, that I might
travel in fafety and without difturbance. I now
begged him to procure me the liberty of proceed-
ing on my journey. Heanfwered, « this you thall
have, but we muit firlt fend you to the king, to
whom you may prefent your petition. For the
refent come to my hole, and be welcome to
whatever I have.” I was fo much pleafed with
this honourable old man, that I {pent three days
with him, and on my departure prefented him,
out of gratitude, with a florin, for which, though
he did not know its value, he teftified great fatis-
faction.

The king of this country is defpotic, and pof-
feffes a vaft tra@ of land, ten days journey in
length from eaft to well, and feven days journey
in bréadth from north to fouth. It abounds with
mountains and eminences, but there are many
fruitful plains, of whofe produce the inhabitants
“do not underftand the advantage. Inthenorthern
mountains there is gold ; but the king does not
fearch for it with his own people, but lets them

. put to his neighbour the king of Mohopharo for
2 vearly rent. Heve is plenty of wood, and animals
of all kinds : the zebrais domeflicated, and its flefh

Aa is
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obliged to pafs on by a circuitous path for a fhort
way. Towards evening, I came to a hollow place
in which twenty men dwelt together; they thought
me a flave from the king of Haphai,* and that T
was going on a meflage to their own king.  L.was
at no pains to undeceive them ; as this notion of
my charaé¢ter and bufinefs ferved to make them
treat me fo much the more kindly. They gave
me abundance of meal mixed with milk and water,
made a foft bed of fkins; and next day con<
duéed me an hour’s walk forward on my journey.
With difficulty I crofled two rivers by fwimming, .
as they were at that time much fwollen by the
rains. I faw alfo lions' on my way, {ome of
which’ feemed as if they were coming to attack
me. I therefore climbed up a tree, and waited
till they were gone to adiftance. They however.
followed till I approached a village ; and even then,
though purfued with cries and fhouting, retired
but {lowly. FEaftward from the path on which ¥
travelled is a chain of mountains, that extends in’
a waving line to the Niger ; I paflfed by the fide of
thefe mountains, and found on them faltpetre in

-
.

* In the maps, Haphai is marked by the name of Makoko
» and Anzeko : but itis there extended further than it really goes
towards the fouth.
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gueze, Spaniards, and Englifh, drivea fimilar trade
with other nations of Africa, equally to their own
profit and to the real lofs of the Africans. Here
we again find villages covered with reeds ; asit is
not neceflary in this diftrict to wander about from
place to place in fearch of water. In all the villages
are fome buffaloes : the men, when not lounging
in idlenefs, go a-hunting, and the women do the
houfehold work. I cannot ftate the extent of
this territory ; a part {preading out to the eaft
and north remains an uninhabited defert, becaufe
the chain of mountains which runs through it, is
occupied by ferocious beafls of prey. The breadth
of this land too is very various and unequal.
Some of the nations in thefe parts are reputed to
be caters of human fleth, a charge which I know
to be abfolutely groundlefs. I know not what can
have given rife to this report, unlefs it be, that the
gréer number of thefe people have their teeth,
from early youth, fharpened into points; and that
other people who have the teeth fo pointed are can-
nibals ; {o that, without further enquiry, the cha-
raéter of cannibals has been attributed to thofe alfo,
from the appearance of their teeth. I mult own,
however, that thefe people are favage, and ad-
diéted to robberies ; but 1 have remarked, that in
robbery they make a great diftinction between
thofe who have not much to fpare and thoie who
poflefs
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our Laggage on her back, and bade me follow
her. She led me by an eafy paflage over the
river; and we went on, bearing fometimes to the
right, fometimes to the left, that we might aveid
the villages: By mid-day we were at the foot of
the mountains, and my fears began to vanifh.
Here we once more took fome foad together, and
then parted in fadnefs. For fix days fuftenance
I had one pint of mcal, four pints of water, and
about two pounds of flefh.  Of moncy T {1l pofe
fefled 27 guilders, and about 5o couries. I had
purchafed from the good overfeer of the gold-
finders a fimall axe, which he fometimes gave ma
to cut thiftles. I with dificulty climbed the moun-
tain, and there paffed the night, but without
kindling any fire, left it {hould betray me. It was
{till my intention to pafs to the kingdom of
Akomako, or Wangara; there to join the caravan
for Guinea, of which I have feveral times made
mention. I went on therefore, with the caper ex-
ertion of all my {trength: before day-break I was
again on my way; but I was foon obliged to halt,
becaufe 1 heard the hideous howlings of lons in a
narrow paflage by which I was to proceed. I fat
down on a pinnacle of a rock, and there waited
till they were gone. 'The mountain, feen from a
diftance, appeared to be but one great pointed rock.
It is, however, half an hout’s walk over its fummit.

On
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to myf=lf, travel with that caravan; and befidesy
in their company, I might pafs the river Niger;
over which it would be impoflible for me to go
alonz. 1 thereforeafked thofe who were going on
this jourhey, 'to allow me to accompany themy
They were not vmhnw but faid, that when ¥

fhould” have aprived with them' in \Vmgum,
fhould foon fall into the hands of the robbers of’
thoft parts, who would {ell me for a flave. This
did not hinder me from affuring them that T was
willing to go with them, and to take my clmnce as
tow h atever might be my fate.

This fimall nation is much more civilized than
moft others, carrying on an intercourfe with the
Furopeans, cultivating the ground, and furnithing
itfelf’ with annual ftorcs, &c.  The goats of ‘thiy
country are remarkably large and fat, becaufe they
ar¢well fed’and kept in the ftate of domefticated
animals. "This nation once inhabited a different part
of the country, where they lived in fubjetion to
the King 'of Haoulla. Thence they were expelled
by the Moeors of thofe parts.  They came firl to
Tambuéta; and not thinking themiclves in that
place fulfliciently fecure, retired to this country
where they now live in tranquillity and fafety.

On the gth of November there fet out on the
intended journey an hundred and forty armed
men
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diers how they might manage their arms them-
telves. - With refpect to the firft point, it was im-
poflible for me to give a fatisfactory anfwer, but
I reprefented to the King that as T could not make
new locks and fprings, I could not repair all,
though I could moft of the foldiers’ arms. He
- condefcended to accept my reprefentations, and
defired me to do only what was poflible, as the
arms might {fiill be ufed without lock or {pring.
1 enquired fome time after how this was done,
and learned that the foldiers who went with fuch
arms into the field, held either a lighted match or
4 coal to the pan, and thus fired their guns.

My time paifled now very pleafantly ; I worked
when I chofe, and at leifure hours walked about
the town, both to form acquaintance, and to learn
the manners, cuttoms and ufages of the country.
Very often I accompanied the king to the chace,
and thus enjoyed a great deal of diverfion. 'The
kind would frequently prefs me to take a wife,
and he did not feem difinclined to refign to me
one of his faur hundred concubines ; but I excufed
mfelf, by faying, that I had already in my own
country a wife and three children, whom with his
permiflion T would fetch and bring back with me
into his dominions. At the beginning of March,
1788, the King informed me, that the time drew
% it neary
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reprefentaﬂph I obtdined permiflion in a fhort time
to leave the country:  On the isth we marched
out of Bahahara with the whole court, that is,
with twenty priefts, four hundred men on foot,
two hundred on horfeback, and about a hunddd
of the King’s wives. ‘

‘Bahahara is about a league in length, and threé
quarters of a league in breadth, contains féw houfes,
but a great many huts conftruéted with firaw and
palm leaves, and plaiftered around with mud.i—
The town is furrounded with double pallifadoes,
contains a hundred temples, as wretchedly built
almoft as the huts, and four fireets, for the hutg
are placed in five rows. The palace is, as well
as the other houfes, only one ftory high, but
very extenfive, for it occupies a fixth part of the
town. It is furrounded by a wall, built with fints
and ftones, five fect high, and three feet wide, but
of very irregular conftruction. In the court-yard
ftand nine feparate buildings, in which refide the
priefts, the concubines, and the officers. On the
north fide of it is a quadrangle, furrounded with
fiones, in which the horfes of the nightly guard
ftand at night. The king’s refidence is on the
fouth fide, and confifts of four apartments, which
might be taken for flables. One of them T plaif-

tered with mud, and painted with a green colour,
drawn
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made every gefture to excite compaflion ; for nei-
ther the girl nor the barbarians, who had ill-treated
me, underftood my language. She pointed to me
to ftay where I was, then ran out, fetched her fa-
ther, and brought me in a piece of dried fleth. The
okd man fpoke a few words to his daughter, and
queftioned me by figns, whence I came, whither 1
was going, and what I wifhed to have? He winked
at me, but his daughter took me by the hand and
jed me to the hut. Al the inhabitants now affem-
bled, fome making figns, as if they would again
peat me ; but the old man prevented them, and
ledme into the hut, where I fpent the evening, with
no fimall anxiety for the future. Before the other
inhabitants of the village were up, the old man
conduéted me to the river and ferried me over ina
boat, made of two trees, firipped of the barkand

tied together,

This viliage, as T learned afterwards, does not
belong to the kingdom of Bahahara, but to Houffa.
The inhabitants being borderers, they are for the
moft part robbers, lving firft at-one place then at
another, and are cailed Samty-gocty. They were
formerly fubjedts of the kingdom of Gratulagi
(Kaugha), but were thence driven away on ac-
count of their robberies.  They pollefs no  cattle,
have no knowledge of agriculture, and muft lead

Dd 4 miferable
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miferable lives ; for they never fet out on their
plundering excurfions, till they are compelled by
hunger. The Houfians, to whom I came after.
wards, were much aftonifhed that I had efeaped fo
well from thefe robbers ; for traveilers, they told
me, were frequently murdered by them. Their
number amounts to fifteen hundred fouls. They
give themfelves no trouble to bring up children,
but fell them, and fteal others in their ftead who
are grown up.

On the 26th I faw two more villages, but I avoid-
ed them, affuaged my hunger with fruit, and, at
night, flept in a tree, that I might not fall a prey to
the lions, whom I heard roaring on aii iides.

~ After a walk of fome hours, I came to Congao,
a village inhabited by Houffans, who would have
prohibited my entrance, on a fufpicion, that
was the forerunner of the {lave-licalers. When
they heard, however, that I could not {peak their
language, and thereiore could not be one of the
robbers, they conducted me ta a goats’ hovel,
where, whilit they were foddering the goats, I got
fome meal and milk, When the goats were
driven out the next morning, I would have quits
ted the hut, but was thruft back, and the deor
Larred agrinft me,  About mid-day, an old man

3 ‘ opened
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"This difh is confidered as a very great delicacy,
but I was not fond of it, for it melted before 1
could get a morfel into my mouth.

After dinner we fet off again and climbed a
fmall mountain, from whofe top we faw a beauti-
ful plain lying below us, with Houffa at a diftance
in the back ground, and near to us the great river,
the Niger. Here the country feemed to be en-
tircly changed: as far as the eye could reach, I
{aw huts, houfes, charming groves, paftures with
goats, horfes and camels; befides men on foot and
on horfeback, engaged in various employments.
This fpot, I may tairly affert to be one of the moit
beautiful countries, or rather the molft beautiful
country in all Africa. It was a goed hour’s walk
from the hill to the Niger, which we intended to
pafs over; but fix Moors in the Ofikatho, or ferry-
houfe, gave a prohibition to the ferrymen, would
have fent my conductors back, and detained my-
felf. While they were queftioning me,as I did not
underftand their language, I could make no anfwer,
but remained filent.  This firengthened their
opinion that I was a Chriftian; and they told my
conductors, as I was afterwards informed, that
they would not permit me to enter into the city.
My comrades would willingly have had me fent
pack again, but the reward wouid then be loft
] which
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which they expected to receive from me; they obe
jected, therefore, to the propofition of the Moors,
and at laft a capitulation took place: our conduc-
tors were {ent over the river to the little town
Boofu, and I wasin cuftody detained by the Moors.
Here is a guard always ftationed to take notice of
fufpicious people, who wifh to crofs at this ferry,
and to fend them in cuftody to the King. The
guardis not, however, faithful to its truft, for they
fometimes take a man for themfelves, and {fell
him to the flave-dealers; or fend the Chriftians
whom they feize, to the coaft, to the Chriftian
traders, and thus gain a confiderable fum for their
ranfom.

On the following evening, our meflengers came
back, attended by three armed Moors on horfe-
back, who were to be our efcort; and at day-break
they conducted us over the river,where each perfon
is obliged to pay fix zimpo for his fare. We foon
came to Boofu, a {mall lively town, containing
about two hundred houfes, and a hundred lluts,:
and fitvated about half a day’s journey from
Houfla. Here the caravans which go from Houfla,
Feene, Silla and Tambuko, to Wangara and the
kingdom of Mohopharo, ftop to lay in provifions,
and fodder for their horfes, which are much
cheaper here than at Houfla. We were carried to
the Ahomokoni, or judge, who [irft eptertained

us
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this ftianger? faid he to the accufer, who an-
fwered, on the way fide behind Wakafua: In an
an inttant the king ordered him to be fript, to be
thrown on the buffalo’s hide, and to receive a hun-
dred lathes on his belly. Every one was aftonifhed
that the punifhment defigned for me, fhouid be
ailigned to the complainer 3 but they were foon
better inftructed by the king’s {peech : « Let no
one deceive me, or act unjuitly by a firanger, or
endeavour to bring down upon him unmerited pu-
nifhment.” The wretch was forthwith driven away,
and fent beyond the borders of the country : I was
placed in his office, and had his horfe. The king
now informed me how it happened that he had
difcovered the exile’s criminality.  He had ob-
ferved that this was the fame man, who on the
journey to Boofu, had alighted from his horfe, and
was obliged to be a chair-bearer in my room. He
had perceived alfo, that this man looked malici-
ouily and fcornfully at me, and had thence inferred
that the complaint was laid out of revenge. His
two comrades, whoin he examined itrictly, con-

Jirmed his {fufpicion.

I now undertock to petitien the king for leave
to depart ; but Lie would rot cenfent, faying, you
muft obey my orders. The Matiilly (an under
oilicer) of the Moors then took me with him, gave

Eea up
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when he was carried- cut, or rode on his great
camel, which was led by four perfons ; the reft of
the time I employed in cutting little trifles, or
going about the town to make enquiries concern-
ing the neighbouring nations.

Twice the caravans from Weft Barbary pafied by
in their road to Wangara, which I would willingly
have joined, but b could not accomplith my purs

ofe. Imadean acquaintance now with the richeft
trader in the town, whofe name was Koobi, who
kept on foot conitantly two caravans, with a huns
dred and fixty beafts of burden, and feveral flaves,
and was a man of confiderable bufinefs. “One of
his flaves, a facetious active young man, enter-
tained me fometimes with the account of his tras -
vels ; and from him I obtained the route of the
journcy into Great Barbary. The rainy feafon
now came on, in which the king never went out,
except merely to the temple, or to give his orders
in the court of the palace. I had thus more time
to make fecret preparations for my efcape, exer-
cifing my{lf in the pronunciation of the difficult
words in the language, and learning, from the
above mentioned flave, the moft ufual expreflions
in the languages of the n‘cighbouring nations.
During this interval, the king fhewed me a fufily
of which the butt-end was broken, and afked me
Eeg whether

e
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whether the carpenter of my acquaintance, was
fkilful encvgh to make another. 1 replied that 1
would {hew him the ftock, and taking it with me, 1.
made a new fock, which fo pleafed the king, that
he made me a prefent of fifty zimpo. :

At the end of the rainy feafon 1 was determired
to flip away privately, but my purpofe was fruf-
trated, as war broke out between my king and the
king of Wangara, We took the field firft, and
our army was muftered by the 14th of July. As
the raiuy feaion was not entirely gone by, our fol-
diers were obliged to march halt the day up to their
bodies in water, but they were chearful, and in
high fpitits. 'The king of Wangara couid not con-
ceive it pefitle for our army to advance through
vallies filied witly water into his territories ; but
he was miftaken.  Our king alfo made ufe of an
artifice, that the king of Wangara might not dif-
cover the march of our army.

On the 22¢ of July, «bout mid-day, an officer (a
herald) came frem the enemy, guarded by four
Moors, to the metropeiis, with a declaration of
war.  ‘This was written on fmall white bands of
leather volled round two poles.  On delivering
tiem, he added, that the king his maifter would
foon fotch them back again,  Qur king received it

in
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On the 26th and 27th we marched over a chain of
mountains to the eaft, and came at mid-day to Cra-
hoto, the Golden Mountain. Here we halted, and
the herald was fent back to,his King with the mei-
fage, that King Maohouflary was coming with all
force to pay him a vifit in his own country. As
far as Cahfuto, a little town in Wangara, the herald
was efcorted by a guard of twenty men.  As foon
as he was gone, news was brought that the infantry
was now upon the enemy’s ground, waiting for
farther orders.

An Furopean army, except that which Buona-
parte led over the lofty mountains of Switzerland,
would never attempt what I here {aw done by
troops without difcipline.  We had now again be-
fore us the two monftrous ranges of mountains,
which we had already climbed over by another
way, and here the paflage was far more diflicult and
abrunt, {o that I really thought it impoflible to
conquer it; butl faw that done, which I thought
cotld never have been executed. At day-break
the King iffued his orders to the oflicers, and in
half an hour the cavalry, with us, took its poft, .
fhook their firclocks, and raifed an immenfe {hout,
which was re-cchoed by the mountains. They
cried out—Ofathfugo, kaato aqulaty (death and hell
fhall not deter us): they rufhed up the mountains

inftantly,
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inftanily, picces of rock tumbled dewa, but not a
man was huit. The royal tents were now ftruc <y
and it was my turn. to climb up the mountain. I
got off iy horfe, and with great difficulty reached
the top. . The King fat quiet upon his camel,
{moked a pipe of tobacco, and was not in the leait
difcompoied.

A new obfacle prefented itfelf: for at the bot-
tom of the monntain on the other fide, an arm of
the river Niger was to be pafled over. The king
remained on his camel, which was guided by flaves
fwimming, and they pafled through in fafety. 1
followed en horfeback, and was equaily fortunate;

-yet 1felt great pain in my feet, for the cords that i
ufed inftead  of {tirrups had rubbed the fkin
from my feet, and the blood flowed from them.
We had now the fecond mountain to climb over,
and during this arduous tafk evening clofed upon
us ; upon hoitile ground, at the foot of the moun-
tain, we halted and pitched our camp. At two
leagues diftance from us we faw clouds of finoke
and fire, raifed by the infantry, which had marched
onwards, and was already employed in plundering
deftroying, and burning. In our camp this excited
great joy, which was difplayed in fhouts and
tongs. On the next morning powder and ftones,

~inftead of ball, were diltributed throughout the
; "~ whole
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whole camp, to fervants, flaves and foldiers, and
even to the priefts, that we might refift any attack
which, however, was not expefled. At mid-day
fixty-two prifoners were brought in, and then
conveved farther in our rear. The fate of thefe
people might well raile pity and compaflion, for
thcy were miferably treated; fome were fhet,
others cut down, others wounded with fpears; all
were naked, for cvery thing had been fiript off
them, and their huts were burnt to athes.

Here were neither hofpitals, nor furgeons, nor
preparations, of any fort, for the care of the
wounded ; and when the prifoners complained
of their pains, wept and howled, by the king’s
particular favour they burnt their wounds. We
marched on very flowly, for we only this day ar-
rived within two leagues of Kahfuto, where we en-
camped again. Through the whole nighta firing
was heard, and officers were continually coming
with rcports to the king, of which I learned no-
thing. At day break a hundred of our army
were brought in wounded, and thirty of the
enemy prifoners. We now heard that the main
army was attacking Kahlfuto, which was obfti-
nately defended by the enenty. Our flaves were fent
ofl to reinforce the army, but they were not want-

ed, for they had fcarcely been gone an hour when
we
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alarmed at it. Qur army, which had not refted
for fome days, was feveral times driven back, but
it always returned to the attack. The battle re-
mained undecifive till the evening, at one time
our army at another that of the enemy retreated ;
but at length, when night came on, ourarmy took
poficiiion of the field, and the enemy retreated into
the city. We took two hundred prifuners, but
our plunder was inconfiderable. ~The brunt of the
war was now over 3 for in the whole enemy’s coun-
try there were no more open plains, where both
armies could oppofe each other; nothing but
thickets, woods, fmall vallies and mountains, co-
vered the whole country.

I obferved that both armies were entirely unac-
quainted with tactics, and that every thing de-
pended on courage and fuperior ftrength. The
battle lafted feveral hours, yet in all that time our
people, and probably the enemy, fcarcely fired
twenty times. The army drew back every time
the guns were charged, and then advanced again :
there was alfo 2 want of powder. We refted two
days,and as, on the third, no offers of peace arrived
we advanced farther. We now laboured under a
fcarcity of provifion ; that which we had brought
with us being confumed, and in the enemy’s coun-
try nonc was to be found. Hence the king iffued

! . apro-
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took poflefion of the place.and who had fet the city
on fire on the north fide. The king gave inftant
orders that the fire fhould be extinguithed, and
then took counfel with his officers what farther
fteps thould be purfued. I took up my quarters in
the former dwelling of an officer, where T found
every convenicnce except what was neceffary for
the ftomach. For thofe indecd who had had neo
thare in the plundering, a little meal was diftri-
buted, but this was not fufiicient to fatisfy us for a
few hours. The following was a day of reft for
the whole army : the king, however, was fully em-
* ployed in making preparations. I attended him
through the city to fee whether any proviiion could
be procured, but we faw no figns of any, and
every where the greateft mifery prevailed. Mo-
thers and children proftrated themfelves on  the
ground before the king, and cried out to him; he
difregarded them, and ordered, that if they did not
retire, but hindered the paffage, they fthould be put
to death. [ was extremely affected, and felt an
averfion to the king, though I well knew that here,
in time of war, compaffion is laid afide, and at
other times I had perceived in him many proofs of
a fympathizing difpofition. [ foon after changed
my opinion, for that very evening he cominanded
that the army fhould leave the city the next morn-
ing, but not fetitit e fire, as is generally the cafe,
nor
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On the 23d an officer came from the enenty
with propofals of peace. Thekingaccepted them,
on condition that the King of Wangara woeuld
come himfelf and treat with him. This tock place,
and a mutual contraét of friendfhip and peace wits

“entered into on the following points : 1. The King
of Wangara fhall give every year to the King o
Haoufla or Houfla, twenty {laves. 2. The Kingof
Wangara fhall afiilt the King of Houfia when he is
attacked by other nations, for which he thall retain
the plunder which his people have made in this

‘war. 3. The cattle which the fubjects of the King
of Wangara have driven out of the kingdom of
Houfla {hall be reftored. 4. Both Kings confirm
the freedom of trade between the two nations.

As foon as peace was concluded, the two Kings
treated each other in a very friendly manner,
finoked tobacco together, converfed on different
fubjecls, and wafted not a moment’s thought on
the unfortunate perfons who had been taken priv
foners in the campaign, and of courle cenfigned to
flavery; for they were left with the power which
had ‘tj:.kei) them. The war coft on both fides about
a thoufund men : feveral villages and towns were
deftroyed,and many thoufand inhahitants defpoiled
of their huts and their property.  On the 20th of

w Avzut*
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Auguft peace was proclaimed ; and on the 28th
we returned back to our metropolis.

In this cimpaign 1 tried to form f{everal intima-
cies, particularly with fome of the Moors, from
whom I endeavoured to gain fome intelligence
ufeful to me in my farther travels. Iwas fised in
my refolution to take the firft opportunity of
elcaping, and going into the kingdom of Feene,
which is about three days journey and a quarter
from Houfla: but of this expedition I will fay
nothing, till T have given a fuller defcription of.
the country which 1 had made my refidence for
feveral montlis. :

The kingdom of Houflz is the moft .beautiful
country that I have feen in Africa, in my whole
way from the Cape. It borders eaftward on the
kingdom of Mophaty or Zanfara, northward on
the territory of Foming o, weftward on the king-
dom of Feene, and fouthwerd on the kingdom of
Bahahara. The river Niger flows through part of
the country which it fertilifes ; it is al{fo very ad-
vantageous to commerce, for many veflels go from
Tambuko, or Tombuctoo, to Boofu, and their
merchandife is conveyed farther in caravans. This
country is very fruitful, and if it were inhabited
by a civilized people, would attract great wealth
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he fhould find work fot me, keep me in his houfe,
and attend to my convenience. My hoft accord-,
ingly erefted a temporary wooden hut for meto
work in, gave me his own weapons to repair, and
then made my arrival known to his neighbours.
I was not fuffered to want medt or drink, but I
was forced to work hard, as the people were ex-
ceedingly impatient to have their arms mended.
One morning my hoft bethought him to afk me
why I went not to the temple to prayers? I an-
fwered, that I would gladly have done {o, if Thad
not fo much work to perform, but was now
ready to go with him. I took my upper garment
and followed, and fo behaved myfelf, that 1 was
taken by allto be a perfon of the fame religion
~with themfelves. It was indeed not difficuit for
forme to go through the diflerent  ceremonies, as
] had feen and had taken part in them in Houffa.
Befides, thefe people are not fuch bigots as thofe of
many Furopean and Chriftian countries, but think
thofe fufliciently religious who go often to the-
temple and to prayers. I have feen Moors come to
the temple with the tobacco-pipe in their mouth,
without giving offence. 1 had been already a
month here, without attending to any thing clfe
than my work ; and as [ went daily to the temple,
I now became more knewn, and got more works
Many of the merchants brought me guns and
fwords
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vel.  He likewife offered to recommend me to the
attention of his brother, who dwelt in that town ;
and accordingly gave me a {fmall roll of linen, on
which were written certain chara&ers, which was
my letter of recommendation to his brother. I
then took leave of my friends, the merchants,
who gave me provifions for my journcy ; and
with their good wifhes in my favour, fet out on
the {eventh of April.

CHAP.
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tion that in the cafe of an attack by robbers, the
patiengers thall affift in the defence of the veflel
and goods,

We had a fovourable paflage from Prafiet to
Silla, where we landed on the morning of the 11th
of April.  Here -the Moors carried us before the
Janlaty, by whom we were examined, My com.
panions, the merchants, for thirty zimpe procured
a pafs, and then went on. But as I faid that I was
a gun-maker, and had an introduction tp the mer-
chant Soota, two Moors were ordered to conduct
me to him. When I produced my roll of linen,
the merchant  faid—¢ I fhall keep the ftranger
who is recommended to me by my brother, and
when he is to go away, I will fpeak to the Jan-
haty.” The Moors demanded forty zimpo for
having brought me ; and the merchant paid them.
He gaveme a hut behind his houfe to live in, and
bade me continue there as long as I fhould remain
in this place. He added that he would do every
thing in his power to ferve me; and I mentioned
to him that I fhould wifh to take the firft oppor-
tunity of travelling homewards with a caravan. T
r¢paired his own arms, and as he was fatisfied with
 my work, he recommended me to others. 1 did.
not get many weapons to mend, as there had been

pther gun-makers here only about a maonth before
me,
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the goods.  Befides which, at the diftance of every
{ixty fteps, there was a man fct to watch, left we
mightbe furprized by any fudden attackof robbers.

On the 7th we ftopped at fome huts inhabited
by Arabs, and belonging to the kingdom of Nytok-
ka.* We here refted a day, and in exchange for
provifions procured fome forage for our cattle.

On the gth of May we entered the Galla Wa-
hara, or the Defart of Lions, which is fix days’
journey in length ; in breadth, two; and comes
to the Doratah, or Poor Lake, which is fo named
probably, becaufe, except in the rainy feafon, it
does not afford water, and never good water.

Whillt we took our noon refrefhment in this
place, fome of our travellers went upon the fands,
where there had been no water for fix months,
and found fome large fhell-fith, which we roafted,
and ate with great appetite. We came next to a
place where a2 community of people lived in caves

L

¥ 1 know not whether this may not be the kingdom diftin-
guifhed on the map by the name of Guby. It belongs to a poor
king, who, in his neceifitics, trafficks for {laves and hides with
his neighbours,  His country is a wilderne(s or defart, and is

but ten or twelve miles long, and four broad.
>

on
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'on the mountains. They were named Seigmartorr,
had no king nor chicf, but lived happily together
without any government, and were good foldicrs:
When war arifes among their neighbours, thefe
people ferve thofe who pay them the beft:  Fhey
are brave and high {pirited. For hire, they ar¢
ready toattend as guides and prote&ors on cara=
vans, which, however, they themf:lves rob at
times of their cattle and goods. From this place
we pafled 2 great fand, fix days journcy in leagth.
Tt was not without the greateft difficulty we could
make our way farther over tlie rocks and fand-
hills. There are many inftances of caravans tris
velling over ‘thefe’ defarts, having been citirely
overwhelmed and buried *n the find by the north
or welt wind. Even in the defarts there are huts
of the Arabs fcattered among the ind-hills,  Wich
ahorde of thefe people not exceeding the rumber
of two hundred fouls, we refted to refreth our:
felves all day on the 1 3th, and they were fuﬂiciently
kind to us: they obferved what we wanted,
brought us wood from a diftance to roaft a soat
: g
that we killed, and werc conftantly about us, We
gave them in return an hundred zimpo, the re-
mains of the goat, and fome other flefh.
On the 14th in the evening, we proceeded far-
ther, taking with us from thofe Thuts twenty men
to

-
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and we were obliged to be content with very in-
different water. Qur leader alone was fupplied, by
the people of the village, with meat and milk.
Next day, twenty of the beft fhooters of our party
went out, and brought in fome oftriches, and a
wolf to be drefled. We pafled this day of reft,
fufliciently to our fatisfattion ; forming a clofe
friendfhip with the people by whom we were en-
tertained. At noon we fet ourfelves in a row be-
fore the huts, and were numbeted by the chief and
afked for payment. Our leader then took out his
purfe, and gave for ecach of us ten zimpo for
the inhabitants of the village, and three zimpo,
for the chief himfelf. When the money was di-
vided, the inhabitants gathered round us, made a
fire, and danced about it. Our commander laid
himfelf, down to fleep, but gave orders that fome
men fhould keep watch, andthat thereftfhould hold
themfelves in readine(s to rife, and fight for their
defence, at the firlt {hot they fhould hear fired.
On the third at day break, we left the viilage.
We had not gone more than a few hundred paces,
when it began to rain, and the wind grew tempes-
tuous. We halted about half an hour ; and then,
the ftorm {till continuing, went back to the village,
where the inhabitants were very glad to fee us.
On the sth, the wind and rain ceafed. We then
went on, over a c¢hain of mountains extend-

Hh 2 ing
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villages. The people there told us, thatit was
not on our account they -had come out, but
that, when they heard the firing, they fuppofed
that the Moors had attacked a caravan of their
own, which they expefted to arrive with falt.
We had brought the fleth of the {flaughtered
camel, and we now roafted it for our meal,
giving, at the fame time, a part to our hofts,
by whom we were fupplied with milk and flour.
The country around this village is exceedingly
fruitful, affording dates and plum-trees, wild qua-
drupeds and fowls in abundance. Men who are
induftrious and altive require no more. I faw
here feveral birds called the wild Flagy, of different
{iz¢s. Engniring concerning the Chief of this
country, I learned, that at the diftance of a day’¢
journey was a village in which dwelt a King, who
pofitfled other villiges, with the domain in which
they ftood. They kanew here little of the other
villages, but only of the King’s, to whom they
paid a tribute, and were governed for him by an
Fmir, his deputy. I was curious to fee this man,
and found him to bea very old and a good man.
When he heard that I had been attacked by the
Moors, he called the horde together, and fent out
a party to meet the caravan which had gone for
{alt.

Hhj The
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by robbery, or when fuch means fail, going into
the fervice of neighbouring princes and chiefs. As
to religion, the Arabians are Mahometans, but it
is not eafily afcertained to what religion the Moors
and the other nations belong.  Their creeds and
ceremonies are a mixture of Mahometan, Jewifh,
and heathenifh doétrines and ceremonies: hence
every one is ignoraut, fuperftitious, and led away
by defigning pricfts. Every f{pecies of religion is
tolerated, eafily taken up and as eafily laid dowhn.
Circumcifion prevails alioft univerfally, and is
generally performed at the full moon. The moft
common weekly day of reft here is Friday, but,
as in moft towns the market is held on this day, it
is kept as with the Jews, and begins on the Friday
evening. On Saturdays devout perfons never
handle money, nor dp bufinefs of any kind. The
priefts are poor, can poflefs neither lerds nor
lands, but are maintained by their communities.
They run about the country, like begging friars in
Catholic countries, in queft of a maintenance, for
which they educate the children. They alfo em-
ploy themfelves in prophefying, telling fortunes,
and the like. Neither priefts nor parents are per-
anitted to beat a child, for this belongs only tathe
oldeft or grey-headed men in the family, as, they
fay that, did others beat a *child, they would lofe
its love entirely.  As thefe grey-headed men, how-

ever,
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brougﬂ?‘ me in the evening a powder, which;
when he was gone, I fluck under my ftraw; as
Iplaced no confidence in him; I did not take it.
On the ninth, four armed Moors came to the
houfe on horieback, with a led horfe, and afked
my hoft whether I was awake. He anfiwered,
that I could not fet off fo early in the morning,as
he had given me fome phyfick to take. The'Moors
not being fatisfied with this anfwer; two of them
difmounted and came into the yard, and as the
Jew attempted to pufh them out, they drew their
fabres; the Jew thenran away, and thcy carhe to
the hovel, and called out to me to féllow them. I
did fo, but was held back by the Jew, who now
hurried up to me, and aflkcd me what I was doing.
I am going away, I replicd. I have paid you for
every day, what more can you defire of nie? You
have not paid me, h# faid, for my labour and phy-
fick ; and till that is done you have no right to go:
He now {cized meby the arm, and would have led
me back again ; but the Moors would not permit,
him, and added menaces. This, however, did net
prevent him from holding me faft, and the better
to keep mie, he feized me by the hair.  Upon this
the Moors were in a paflion, drew their fabres, and
beat him ; and during this difturbance, I ran our
of the houfe, got on horfcback, and rode away, fol
lowed by the Moors.

A hdrrid
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of fair being now held, to which feveral caravans -
had brought goods for fale. There were many
merchants from the kingdom of Morocco, with
whom my mafter did a gréat deal of bufinefs; ex-
changing ivory, oftrich-feathers, and fkins, for
other merchandize. I wasnot an idle fpettator,
having to convey the purchafed goods to a place of
fafety, and to deliver fuch articles as my mafter
would not carry along with him, to the caravans
which propofed to pafs through his place of refi-
dence.

On the firft day my mafter employed himfelf
entirely in trading, and, as I could eafily perceive,
made confiderable profits. He paid away con-
fiderable fums of money, and our tiger fkin, or
money-bag *, which T was obliged to carry every
where after him, became, like Efop’s burthen,
lighter and lighter. :

Several merchants fixed their eyes on me, and
appeared to be much pleafed with my diligence
and aftivity ; one of them,a friend of my mafter’s,
laid a fnare for me, which involved me in great
diftrefs, One evening, while I was looking after

* It is made of a whole tiger’s fkin, and faftened on the

horse’s back, in the same manner as our portmanteaus.
my
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his rapacious prefefls, take every thing to them-
felves, and even employ force when the arts of
cunning and fraud fail in obtaining their pur-
pofes.  The prefent emperor, it is faid, is not of fo
cruel and ferocious a temper as his predeceflor
‘was, yet a day feldom paffes in which fome unfortu-
mate wretch is not executed by his orders, or even
put to death by his own hands. The cruelty of this
barbarian is neverthelefs endured with the greateft
‘patience ; and the deluded vi€tims even efteem
themfelves fortunate when they learn that they are
‘to fuffer by the emperor’s own hands ; indeed they
‘revere him as a defcendant of the great prophet,

‘and confider all his commands as the decree of
‘heaven. - In the wildeft and moft unexplored re-
gions of Africa, men more ftupid and ignorant
are no where to be found than in this empire.

~ As every male above the age of fifteen years,
mutft ferve as a foldier, when called upon, the em-
peror has it in his power to raife an army of
200,000 men within a few days ; but little depen-
dence can, however, be placed on fuch troops,

~as moft of them, the moors excepted are raw, and
‘lmdifmplmed

The emperor’s body guard confifts of fix hun-
dled moorifh horfemen, who have been accuftom-

ed .
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ed to enjoy every poffible privilege, and who, in
return, are guilty of every kind of excefs and bru-
tality. The fupreme power is lodged in the hands
of the governors, but in inferiorplaces, fubordinate
magiftrates or officers rule according to their own
pleafure ; the emperor feems to give himfelf very
little trouble about them, or their proceedings,
provided they treat his fubjeéts with fufficient
harfhinefs, and rigour. When a fubje&t ventures
to conceal any of his effe€ts, or any partof his
grain, after it has once been demanded in the name
of the emperor, or a governor, and perfifts in
denying that he has any, thould the effeéts or grain
happen afterwards to be difcovered in his poffef~
fion, the poor man is forthwith adjudged to have
forfeited his life and property ; nay he muft cons
fider it as a great favour, if the punifhment be
mitigated by putting him in irons for life, and by
banithing his family out of the country.

The Mahometan priefts, who are not very nu-
merous in this country, frequently perpetrate, with
impunity, the moft horrid ats of infamy, injuftice,
and murder.

- It is a common praflice among them, to carry
the Koran about with them, and they with it to
be thought that they employ great care in the

Llz2 ftudy
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ftudy ofit. They exhort the people to attend -
prayers, and to follow the precepts of that book ;
they run threce times a day to the mofque, and
like the priefts of Baal, bellow as if defirous to
awake the Deity, whom they pretend to adore, out
of a profound fleep. The prophet too is implored,
that he may fuffer his fon the emperor to reign
long on the earth ; but their real aim is not to
preach morality, much lefs to enlighten the peo-
ple; on the contrary, theironly wifh is to ftrengthen
themfelves in their own authority, and fecure an
unlimited afcendancy over the public mind. They
appear to pray, however, with great fervour and
devotion when imploring God and the prophet to
deftroy the infidels, and caufe them to perith,
They employ themfelves feveral times daily in
inftruéting youth, but their leflons tend only to
ftifle the fuggeltions of reafon in the young mind,
and to imprefs a flavifh fear of the prophet, and of
themfelves, whom they would have them confider
as his fervants.

Polygamy is common in this country, it is not
unufual with the Moors to have from four to fix
wives at a time, but they as frequently find oppor-
tunities of getting rid of them. When the wife
of 2 moor dies fuddenly, no enquiry is made re-

fpefting the caufe, and if any one fhould come
forward
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and in addition to all thefe impofts, every one -

muft pay a certain regular tax for the fupport of
the priefts.

Jews are neither permitted to follow any trade,
nor poflefs property, but they are forced, like pub-
licflaves, to perform the loweft menial fervices,
and to endure the hardeft treatment, without daring
to complain.

The town of Azafia is about one-fourth as large
as the city of Morocco; it is handfomely built,
and carries on a confiderable trade, which is like-
wife daily increafing. .It is faid that between
eighty and ninety foreign fhips, laden with mer.
chandize, come to anchor annually in the road.

My mafter poffefled eight negroe flaves,and two
moorith fervants, who were not fubjeéted to hard
~or cruel treatment, as no more labour was requir-
ed of them than they could perform by moderate
~exertions. I was entrufted with the care of four
horfes and, three camels, and although T received
the fame allowance as the reft of the flaves, I
was almoft daily provided with other dithes by my
mafter. He was much pleafed with my diligence ;
Irepaired two faddles and the furniture belong-

ing
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ing to them as well as I could; I drefled the
leather, fuch as is commonly ufed here for fi-
milar purpofes, with afhes and falt, and made it
pliable with, fat taken from fheep’s tails; I likes
~ wife repaired all the fire-arms which were in the
houfe, and fuggefted a number of improvements
in my mafter’s domeftic ceconomy.

When I firft entered into his fervice I received
the common flave-drefs, confifling of a blue fhirt,
blue ftriped trowfers, and a coarfe woollen cloak,
but I was foon defired to lay thefe afide, and my
mafter made me a prefent of fome half-worn cloaths,
among which was a good cloak., :

When my mafter travelled to other toyvﬁsl. ge-
nerally accompanied him, and on thefe occafions
was trcated by him as his intimate friend ; I en-
joyed the fame fare, flept on the fame fort of
couch, and tranfated bufinefs for him in the .
courfe of his commercial affairs, ,

On this occalion I could mot but recolleét the
tales of thofe who pretended to have been flaves in
this country, and who {poke of nothing but the fe-
vereft and moft cruel treatment. I muft, howeyer,
beg leave to contradiét them, as I had many oppor:
tunities of obferving, that faithful and diligent Chrif-

L14 tian -
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this treatment, as thinking myfelf happy in the
favour of my mafter. One day one of thefe fellows
gave me fuch a violent blow on the head, that
the blood gufhed from my nofe and mouth; even
this treatment I intended to bear with patience,
to avoid drawing upon myfelf the hatred of other
Moors ; but it fo happened, that my mafter, a few
minutes after, entered our room, and fecing the
blood flow, afked what had happened? I then
informed him what I had been obliged to fuffer
for fome time paft, and of the blow I had juft re-
ceived. The narrative did not fail to excite my
mafter’s indignation ; he immediately laid hold of
the offender, and after correéting him with a ftick
as long as he had any ftrength remaining, turned
him out of doors.

In the fpace of a year and four months I had faved
feventy Spanith dollars from the prefents which I
now and then received when I had commiffions to
execute, which I always did pun&tually, efpecially
on board the French fhips, and at the French
counting-houfes. Among the Europeans I had
gained many friends, particularly a Mr. Le Creger,
belonging to a French mercantile houfe, who, on
Fridays, when I had leave to vifit him, for a few
hours, entertained me with news from Europe.

There were fome other French gentlemen, whe
had -
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had arrived here in the year 1793, and had obtain.
ed leave to fettle here, among whom was a M. de
Fabre, who refided fix months in my mafter’s
houfe, and who teftified much friendfhip for me ;
he treated me without referve, gave me good ad-
vice, made me prefents of old cloaths, and when
he quitted our houfe, prefented me with a louis
d’or. ' '

- In the month of November, 1796, an Englith
veflel, and in a few days after, a Dutch one, under
Pruffian colours, arrived in the roads. I was
obliged to go on board both thefe veflels on my
mafter’s bufinefs, but particulatly the latter, where
I faw a number of Frenchmen, belonging to the
fhip. Captain Grade, the commander, a native
of Flanders, laid me under many obligations, often
converfed with me, enquired into my circum-
ftances, and took every opportunity of fpeaking
to others in my favour. As I generally went on
‘board twice a day, I foon became acquainted with
the Dutch failors and the mate, and they offered
to take me to Europe, if I would quit my fitua.
tion as adlave, and purchafe my liberty..

The mate, whofe name was Manke, a native.
of Zwoll, repeated the offer, as often as I came
on board, and oppofed many arguments, to my

wifh
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for my mafter. This gentleman had refided a
year in the city, in no public charaéter, but feemed
to be a fecret agent of the French republic. IHe
informed my mafter, that a Dutch captain and a
mate had juft called upon him, of whom he had
learned, that I wifhed to return to Europe, if I
could raife the moncy fufficient for my redemp-
tion; that he intended to redeem me from
flavery, and was ready to advance the money
expefted. My mafter then fent for me, and men-~
tioned to me, in prefence of this gentleman, whofe
name was Van der Haft, what had been propofed.
I thanked the gentleman refpe€ifully ; but added,
that my intention was to purchafe my liberty, at
a future day, by my own induftry, that I might
not be under the obligation, to ferve my deliverer
for a term of years, and perhaps, be forced at laft
to go to America, or to the Cape; and that, be-
fides, I thould be deemed a deferter, and punifhed
as fuch, if I arrived in Holland, without having
completed my fervice to the company.- After-
fome remarks, this gentleman informed me, that
the company had very little authority at prefent,
and that the money he intended to pay for my
ranfom, did not belong to them, but to himfelf
alone ; that he made me a prefent of it, and would
give me ample fecurity in writing, that no man
living fhould ever have it in his power to trouble -
me,
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me, on account of my redemption. I was greatly
aftenifhed at what I heard, but remained doubt-
ful, and not perfe&ly fatisfied in my mind, appre-
hending that he might have fome private views
but when my mafter himfelf appeared to take
pleafure in the good fortune which had “befallen
me, and began to perfuade me to accept the of-
fered donation, I returned the moft refpeéiful and
fincere thanks to my benefaétor, and embraced
his kind offer. He immediately paid down the
ranfom, wrote the promifed indemnpity, and re-
turned me my own feventy dollars, which I had
offered him in part of payment, withed me a
profperous voyage, and took his leave.

In the afternoon, the captain returned, and
enquired, whether I intended to perfift in my
intention of ftaying. I related to him what had
happened ; but he diffembled, and pretended he
had not the leaft knowledge of my benefaétor: .
when I mentioned, however, that my deliverer had
told me his name, he could no longer deny, that
it was through his means, that my fituation had
been made known to him. In the mean time,
he defired me to prepare myfelf to go on board,
as he propofed to fail at the expiration of three
days. My mafter then made me a prefent of fome

mats, dried meat, flour, old clothes, and other
1 atticles
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articles ; and on the 11th of November 1796, ac-
companied me on board the veflel, which was to
carry me to my native land, tears all the while
flowing copioufly from his eyes. As the wind
was contrary, we could not fail inftantly , but no
time was loft, and every preparation was made
for our departure. The whole fhip’s company,
including officers, confifted of thirty-four perfons.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVL

Voyage from Morocco to Holland.—The Vefel
meets with two heavy Gales; lofes her Fore-
mafl, but the Damage is repaired.—Is detained
by an Englifh Irigate.—The Author is at-
tacked by a Fever.---The Vefel arrives in the
Texel~-—-The Author proceeds to Amfterdam in
a fmaller Vefel ; on his Arrival in that City,
is arrefled, and detained in Prifon until the
2d of May, when lLe is fentenced to ferve two
Years in a Dutch Regiment.—-A Caplain of a
Pruffian Ship, from Dantzic, protects him, and
obtains his Difcharge~~With this Captain, the
Author fets fail, and after a profperous Voyage
of eighteen Days, arrives at Dantzic.~-His
Friend procures him a Pafjport, by means of
which he returns to his native Cily.

N the 13th of November, we fet fail with a
fair wind, and foon had the fatisfaétion to
come within fight of Gibraltar; but before we
could make the bay, we were overtaken by a
ftorm, and loft our fore-maft ; when the gale had
abated, we woiked in, repaired the damage we

M m had
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had f{uftained, and replenithed our water-cafks.
Near Cadiz, we encountered another heavy gale,
and were likewife detained by an Englith frigate,
the officers of which fearched our veflel with
great firiétne(s.  They found nothing to authorife
them to capture the veflel, but they took two men
out of the fhip, who had formerly been in the
Englifh fervice.

After this period, we had much bad weather,
rain and fnow fucceeded cach other, and we
were expofed to a great deal of fatigue. In con-
-fequence of the wet weather, I caught cold, and

fellill of a fever, which foon reduced me to a very
low ftate. 'We were fo fortunate, however, as

‘to reach the Texel; and on the 9th of February
11797, we caft anchor in the roads.

I embarked immediately on board a fmall vef-
fel *, and the next day proceeded to Amfterdam.
I had fcarcely fet my foot on fhore, when I was
ftopped by a French guard, confifting of an officer
and four foldiers. The officer afked me, “ In
what fhip I had arrived?” I anfwered, “ In a

* Small veffels of this kind, are employed to carry merchan-
dize up to Amsterdam, to and from the large fhips, which are

too heavy to pafs over the fhoals.
_ merchant
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afked him, « Why I was not fet at liberty ” He
replied, « That information had been received,
that I was a deferter, and that enquiries were now
making to find out the truth.” ¢ IfIam con-
fidered as a deferter,” faid I, * Why am I not
maintained at the public expence ; and why am I
obliged, for my fupport, to fpend the few fhillings
which I earned and faved with fo much labour
* and trouble, while I was a flave?” To this I re-
ceived no anfwer. The officer left me; and, in
about an hour after, three Dutch fhillings *, were
given to me ; for which, however, I could fcarcely
obtain a pound and a half of bread, as the necef-
faries of life were, at this time, exceflively dear.
Every morning, I received the fame fum, which
only procured me a breakfaft. In the courfe of
eight days, I was examined three times at the
guard-houfe ; but obtained no further informa-
tion. I was defired to deliver up the papers
which I had in my poffeffion; but this, I obfii-
“nately refufed to comply with, and maintained,
that no man had the fmalleft right to take them
from me. 1 now became very impatient, and told
thofe who demanded them of me, “ That I had
- been better treated in the heart of Africa, and even
in Morocco. On the fecond of May, a fecretary

* A Dulch fhilling is worth fixpence Englith.
; brought
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brought me intelligence, that I was condemned
to ferve three years as a foldier or failor; and that
within three days, I muft give in my anfwer. I
made no reply, but felt much dejeted. I formed
plans of efcape, but none likely to fucceed ; my
deliverance, however, was nearer than I ex-

petted.

On the 5th of May, while I was fitting, deeply
immerfed in thought, before the guard-houfe, I
raifed my eyes, and faw three failors, who wore
ftriped fafhes round the middle. One of them.
looking towards me, I beckoned him to approach
me. He came ; and I afked him, whether they
were in the Dutch fervice? He replied, that they
were Pruffians, and belonged to Dantzic. * I
am a Pruflian, alfo,” faid I, * but am detained
here, in confinement. “ You muft {fpeak to our
captain,” replied he; * here he comes, that is
he in the Pruffian uniform; he is a good man,
his name is Rofmer.” They then left me; and
when the captain paffed, I addrefled him by his

_ name, and requefted to fpeak with him. I then
related, in few words, the caufe of my confine-
ment, and begged his advice and affiftance. « Do
you wifh to return to your native place,” faid he.
* Yes, Sir, I do not like to remain among thefe
boorith Dutchmen.” ¢ Well,” added he, « I

Mm 3 will
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