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EDITORIAL 
SHOULD FREEDOM BE "GUAJU>ED"? 

IN HIS speech on the eve of the anniversary of what has 
come to be known in Ghana as the Glorious Revolution. 
Dr. K. A. Busia, the Prime Minister, reminded us once 
again that freedom, restored to us from the tyranny of 
Kwame Nkrumah by the gallant self-sacrifice of the army and 
the police on 24th February 1966, goes with responsibility. 
He then hinted, darkly, that its licentious use may lead to 
its curtailment, at any rate for those who abuse it. To drive 
home his point. Dr. Busia referred particularly to freedom 
of speech, and gave examples of what in his opinion consti­
tute its abuse. He said: 

... Some people are behaving as if the freedQ01 of 
speech carries no responsibility. They parade the streets 
in party vans hurling insults and abuse at others in 
vulgar language; tbey mount platforms to spread 
inciting and false rumours, because they do Dot care to 
take the trouble to find out the facts; they make false 
accusations, designed to destroy the reputations of 
others-all of which are capable of provoking fights 
and even riots. That is not how to take counsel for 
the state. It is the wrong use of freedom. It is against 
the spirit of the Revolution. 

It will be appreciated that those in authority Owe it 
as a duty to the nation to guard against the abuse of 
freedom. We therefore intend, henceforth, to dischdfge 
that duty unflinchingly, and we trust that all citizens 
who wish to make responsible use of our freedom 
will co-operate with us. 

Freedom of speech is a basic right, and we must 
guard and use it responsibly, as indeed we must do in 
our use of all the other freedoms. Freedom must always 
be exercised with a sense of responsibility. 
Everyone wouJd share tbe concero of the Premier about 

his catalogue of abuses against freedom, and would agree 
that it is healthy to reiterate the dictum tbat "freedom must 
be exercised with responsibility". But we would in turn 
remind the government that hypersensitivity to the practices 
recited above may lead to acts by the government that 
may be potentiaUy corrosive of tbe freedom of us aU. The 
celebration of the coup is meant to be a perpetual remmder 
of the tortuous steps to dictatorship taken by Nkrumah's 
successive governments, all with the repetitive justification 
that it was the "sacred duty" of the government to "guard" 
the greater freedom of the state. And it must be admitted 
that Nkrumah's government had better excuses-the inci­
dents of bpmh-throwings, arson and alleged p10ts against 
the security of the state--than vague abuses and alleged 
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WhaI it comes to the marginally employed 
force. those in petty trade. seasonal agricul. 

employment and part·time work in general. 
COIt.benefit becomes more difficult to analyse. 

';e are dealing with the underemployed 
Jud the disguised unemployed labour force. Two 

obould be mentioned here. One is that 
Jeoc:h unit of labour so employed does not repre· 

a full unit of average production. In other 
"'>nII. the marginal productivity of such labour 

be anywhere between zero and one unit; 
likely. closer to zero. This means that the 

of such labour from the labour force 
DOt affect productivity very much in the 
economy. and would again resu)t in savings 

tams of costs of consumption and services. 
The other point is tbat certain part·time and 

employment, particularly in the agri. 
sector. may not be easily substituted by 

labour. at least in the obort run. For 
Ghanaian. may not fill the menial jobs 
by aliens because of certain traditional 
towards such jobs. However. the pres· 

of tmetIIployment would probably force 
most stubbotll unemployed workers to 

positions below their original expectations. 
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of unempIo)dlCIil would taIao force tW 
indigenous unemployed to take over even the 
most dlCIiial and undesirable of sueb jobs. Thus 
there may be a obort·term loss of production. 
but this will soon be remedied by the equilibrlllll! 
of demand and supply for jobs. 

That leaves the skilkd. technical aod higher 
level labour or manpower. The ll"vemmenl 
policy is clear on the fact that sueb labour it 
not affected by the Aliens' Act and it is intended 
that sueb labour obould remain in the country 
for the time being. This is significant and the 
government policy makers realize it. For. a skill­
ed labour represents years of costs to the 
economy in terms of education and special 
training. Moreover. if the special training and 
education is acquired abroad, the country would 
have benefited. by the immigrant. by the .. me 
amount that it would have cost her to educate 
and train such labour. It is assumed that such 
labour is highly productive; in other words. the 
marginal productivity of such labour is weU 
above ODe average unit of labour production. 
Immigrant skilled workers may also stimulate 
the economy by bringing into the country special 
skills acquired abroad, but whieb may be diffi· 
cult to acquire in Ghana. 

Forelga Skilled PersonMI 

Against these benefits foreign skilled workers 
may repatriate a portion of their income. thus 
causing some loss of the valuable foreign ex~ 

change resources of the country. The other 
question which may be asked is : to what extent 
does the large scale employment of foreign skiD. 
ed labour affect the prospect of employment of 
those Ghanaians who are educated yet un­
employed? This problem could arise if the coun­
try's pace of educational dC\''Clopmcot continued 
to accelerate far more rapidly than the real 
growth of the economy. Another question which 
also arises here is whether educated Ghanaians 
(i.e. those who have at least completed a secon· 
dary scbool education) are the equivalent of 
skilled Ghanaians. For. it may still take several 
yesn to make such educated youth to acquinl 
the specialiux! skills presented by the foreigner. 
In other words, un"'s • great degree of IUbstj. 
tutibility betweea eduQlted Gh.nai.ns and­
for. skiDed peI_nel ""ists. the man ""put. 
sion of foreip *illed Iobour can cause serioua 
hom = t. ill &be proch"Ctioa p«ell of die 
~. 
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threat to free speecb. So far. so splendid! 
10 and behold. the politician lapsed back 
the offending theses. (Still in paraphrase): 

of speecb did not mean that people 
go about making abusive, mendacious and 

speecbes. It was only such·lik:e 
usage of free speech that he was unaltera­

determined to clamp down upon. 
Alas. it was clear that in spite of an apparent 

of general motivation, the logic of the 
was still lost upon the V.J.P. The point 

that citizens of Ghana are now fully appm:ed, 
bitter experience, of the inclemencies of life 

.... O'un::; U.l terror IS gone and. it is hoped, gone 
ever. It is a fact, nevertheless. that without 

[auDin where near the heights of Nkrumaist 
there is a lot that the political 

of a government can do in the arbitrary 
of the freedom of speech. The matter 

therefore. quite serious. 

Safeguarding Freedom 

Unfortunately. the Prime Minister has recently 
(zrulde a cryptic remark which, if left unelaborated 

long. is likely to boost up the unpropitious 
of some high functionaries of the 

When, on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the February 1966 r;oup. 

Ithe Prime Minister said that his government 
would take steps to safeguard tbe free speech 
lI'estored to us by the coup against irresponsible 
:usage. that form of warning contained a crucial 
IRIDbiguity which calls for urgent unravelJing. 
~ven politically open minded observers might be 
'uDsure as to which of the following two possible 
:interpretations holds. The admonition could 
• 
!mean that the government might, contrary to the 
!COnstitution, be contemplating executive redress 
Ifor the "abuse" of free speech. Or it might mean 
;merely that, having, perhaps, come to the induc­
tive conclusion that even the most finely conceiv­
Ix1 moral declamations are likely to be forever 
~ted upon hardeoed fanatics, the government . , 
~ gomg to encourage the law enforcement agen­
CIeS of the state to give full rein to the rigours 
of the law. 

Dr. Busia is a man of intellectual cultivation 
ad serious democratic purpose. Unless one is 
wry much mistaken, his meaning must be in 
w-r..ont with the second, more constitutional. inter­
pctatiOD. But be must be aware of the limita-

tions of some of bis belpers. Already tbe indica­
tions are that the theme of "responsible" use of 
freedom might become in certain Progress circles 
a weapon wherewith to smother politically un­
cherished self-expression. Dr. Busia would, there­
fore. bring great relief to many people if he 
could soon amplify his phrase. Such leadership 
WOUld, most likely, cause lesser stars in the 
Progress firmament to radiate more brilliant light. 

Finally. to all highly placed persons wbo might 
be inclined to consider this too much ado 
about nothing much, the followincr " ............. 1 :-.. . 

_ .. ~ .. Vl ~lHuce bite; for 
even so humble an apparition might precipitate 
imageries of poison~infested adversity. This, at 
any rate. is one of the wise teachings of our 
forefathers. 

u 
-

now lo~allp m'U1uf"dllr~~ br 
... etal 

industrie!lt 
division 

GIHOC 
S'3<11!S a""ilablq 

B.\V.~. lS,t.,· L3,,~. & .. z 
contad" .!I"'ur rN'a.rqM bca.Wr. or malu 
.\iryrl ntquiriu to: 
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neighbouring peoples marked out their bounda­
ries and lived in peace with only occasional 
quarrels. The remarkable effectiveness of what 
might be called the Peace of the Inner Zone of 
Africa, maintained by a delicate balance of 
custom elaborated balf-unconsciously over 
many centuries, seems not to have been ade­
quately appreciated by histodans. But even 
today, it is evident, if one looks at the facts, 
that Africans are among the least violent of 
peoples. Where else in the world have over 
thirty countries attained independence ill a 
bare decade with as little bloodshed as here? 

· Where else do political upheavals and coups 
d'etat occur with as few lives lost? 

Africa's Relative Peace 

The countries which get most into the news, 
such as Nigeria, are the exceiltions. Nigeria 

,does have a pattern of violence, manifest in 
everyday liCe as well as in the current inler­

:ethnic strifc. But even in Nigeria. in most parts 
· outside the former Eastern Region. life was in 
the past relatively peaceful. Among all the 

: hundreds of peoples living south of the 
· Sahara, it is only among the Ibos and the Zulus 
that one finds conflict habitually expressed by 

· bloodletting. The most extraordinary fact of 
· recent Afdcan history, the signjficance of which 
· was appreciated by nobody at the time, as far 
as I recall (and which has not been realised 
since. either) is that when the Congo fell into 
disorder soon after its independence and its 
soldiery went rampaging up and down the 
country, although many European women were 
raped in revenge for the humiliations which 
Congolese had cxperienced for two or three 
generations, not one European was killed! In 
what other part of the world than tropical 
Africa would it have been possible in such 
conditions of disorder for not one single repre­
sentative of a deeply resented. caton ising nation 
to have lost his life? 

It is characteristic of the crazy fantasies 
which have dominated African political affairs 
during the past two decades that Europeans, 
perhaps out of some sense of guilt for past 
misdeeds. have managed again and again to 
frighten themselves nearly out of their wits with 
the spectre of African violence, when that via· 
]ence was virtually non-existent. A few years 
ago. indeed. the Western powers, having succe­
eded in slaughtering their own peoples at an 

• 
average rate of over a million a year during the 
preceding balf-century. managed to work them­
selves into such a state of hysteria over a 

threat to the safety of some 300 Europeans m 
the eastern Congo that they felt obliged to 
mount a great airplt to get them out. Many 
of the Africans at the United Nations at the 
time behaved no more sensibly, it is true, 
talking wild nonsense about the Western coun­
tries wanting to kill all Africans; but on balance 
it was probably the Westerners who won the 
prize for absurdity that time. 

If we are to examine ourselves seriously, 
assessmg our own potentialities, our strengths 
and capabilities, .~.. rp!';omize that, 
somehow, deeply, 
African culture, i 
we conduct our affairs. there is an OUlSli:U" ..... o 

capacity for containing diversity without dis­
ruptive violence. This is a truly African gift. for 
there is nothing like it in any part of the world 
as large as sub-Saharan Africa or inhabited by 
as many peoples; and it has been developed in 
specifically African conditions of diversity in 
the absence of geographical protection of one 
people against another. Our peoples have pro­
tected themselves by cultural means. 

It is not a matter of belief, for there is no 
tradition here that violence as such is wrong; it 
is a matter of culture, of the way of life that 
African peoples follow. We can find clues to it 
in ACrican laughter. in African music and 
dancing. and in African distaste for intermina­
ble quarrels. If there is any real meaning in the 
idea of an "African personality". this is where 
it lies, and it is a far more precious gift than 
any of the superficialities with which that ex­
pression was associated in the past. 

The components of this gift can be examined 
more closely subsequently. Thus, an important 
ingredient of an African ideology is: 

The greatest and richest strength of Afri­
can life is its capacity for avoiding violent 
conflict between diverse but neighbouring 
peoples. 

Ghana 1970 

Census: are 

you Counted? 
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ud dIewbere. _ing 
if .. welcome ch.nge. and 

.. To tbc _t we do it in Gblna at 
kiKlw this to be 10, in fact. 

GUr towna are comparatively and, for 
pupa .. in hand, also relatively 

It would be easier to bave aU shops closed 
two afternoons and opal on two evenings. 

sIIop workers "'emselves can continue to 
haH-day off on another and separate 

during which they can go to the banks, the 
off_ and the government departments 

(Of course. to make the banks on time the 
"". woukl have to close at noon, which is not 

the case at the moment.) 
AJj for tbc ahop keepers and attendants them· 

doing their own shopping, we hope they 
be taken care of: (a) partly by internal 

tnlD within their own establishments. 
partly by their making use of already existing 

admittedly not altogether adequate) 

F~::~ and (e) partly by special leave granted 
p by the boss! This is not the fu II 

completely satisfactory answer to their 
jrobleJ" of "serious" shopping raised before. 

perhaps a better solution can be found, or 
Iron exists already. But at least it is a pointer 

tbe possibilities of compromise; otherwise. the 
scheme is the only answer, complete with 

complex of irregularities and its loopholes 
for the creation of irregularity. 

present these suggestions for the serious 
early consideration of our government, the 
5el'Vice. all our business houses, employers. 

proprietors. and the T.U.C. 

• 
)IIIl-.MJ,y I i""ite your kind attention to a letter under 

caption MAfrica', Un.tablc Governments", published 
Ihc 011 he (Vol. V I") of February 13. 1970. 

You c:onapondent bas obviously been mislo;l by a 
report taken out of context. Te put the matter 

.... Wheel peUIO"1ivc. I mould lite to state thilt in 
counc 01 • ,eneral udtanle of views, there were 

to 1M common faith of Ghana and India 
... ,III' sntary form 01 d waracy .... lbeit 

• 7 adrsti ., _i'cH dn ... caalic princi,.. and, 
... , 7 ., • • 4 h. of !be Deh. don eoquired 

.. 01 peIitiQI h 7 Wlity ... ... ' .. rts of 
.......... ..., aD •• dry tor WOiIi_1ion and 

1.~1IIr _ .. ... • a"P" til .., CCIPUY 
.. .., .. IS 2 k , 
.. N g' , I 7 II ... WIf • 

2 [ n 'brZ , ..... ,.,., .. 

• 

appredato it if you would be load moup to publish 
this letter in your ateemcd journal to oorrect the 
wronl impiusion . 
HIP c-' I ... '" ...... 
P.O. __ 

A .... 

v ...... ""' ... 
W..-.... Seue." 

"!be Parae lD .... Public Senrica 

SrR-After six month. in office, Dr. Busia's lovern­
ment is reported to have undertaken a widespread purse 
of the public services by tenninatina the appointment. 
of 568 people. Our public service hat not been as lood 
as one could expr<:t, and there is no doubt that • 
certain reorganisation has been necessary since Nkru· 
mab's overthrow; but one never expected that the 
exercise would be 10 massive. 

No rea~nable per~on would deny any employer the 
right to dispense with the services of sucb of his 
employees as he has evidence to prove to be inefftcient 
and di shonest. But as far as we bear, the victims of 
this purge were not queried. warned, or given the oppor" 
tunity to disprove possible allegations against them. 
Rules have been laid down for such an e~erci~, and 
the least one would have e~pected of the: govemment 
was a s"upulous re .. pcct for, and strict application or. 
these rules and procedures. 

As matters stand now. Dr. Busia and his supporters 
in and out of parliament will have to think of thoso 
whom they have deprived of their means of livelihood. 
And is there a surer way of politici'ing the ci\'il seryicc 
thall by showing civil servants that they hold office only 
at the whims and pleasure of politicians who. after all, 
are only " birds of passage"? The only "ifferenee r see 
between Nkrumah and 8usia on this point is that the 
former did such things piecemeal by One-O'clock radio 
announcements. whereas Busia has achieved the same 
stroke through a cumulative shock on one Monday 
morRing. 

And. by the way, did the Busia go\"ernment consider 
all the aspects of this exercise in relation to the morale 
or those who still remain in ;he public services, and 
the inlpact on those Ghanaians abroad who are being 
invited to come home? I have spoken to a number of 
compatriots here who have adopted a wait-and-see alii· 
tude reEaroing their return home, and r now see that 
thdr hesitation is understandable in some respects. Dr. 
Busi. must certainly not have forgotten that the right 
to work is one of the fundamental liberties of men in 
civilised society. 

But, perhaps. to make virtue out of nccu-uty, one 
may say thai Ghana is after all lucky to have a govern. 
ment whose members are 10 absolutely certain of their 
eftidency, honesty and devotion to duty that they have 
not hesitated to cut the: tint stODC. Let these qualities 
be trantlated into dlective action as IW)On as poSlible . 
for we are sliD waitiDa to ICC the first bqinninp of 
a Itftuine tocial tftobltioo in Ghana t.Kd on mete 
villLei with wbidt. our lovemment claims to be 
.1I+4t • 
75 a "2511 C I P. A. V." t 
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SIR-Mr. D. K. Aireh lOY' (LO. VIf, POI. 4) "in 
Ghana the only form of lcpt aid in' actual operation. 
is the assigned brief system in murder cases. An indi­
gent appellant in criminal cases may :lIsa be supplied 
with the record of proceedings free of charge. But 
apart {r(tm these cases there is no legal aid", I am 
not sure that he is right. 

Section 17 of the Courts Decree. 1966 (N.L.C.D. 84) 
surely gives legal assistance to any appellant or respon­
dent in aD}' appe.:l.J where the Court thinks it desira­
ble in the interest of justice? Also, Order 68, rule 2, 
authorises the Court to dispense with payment of fees. 
by poor persons. 1t says that the "Court mayan account 
of the poverty of any person Of for other sufficient 
reasons, to be stated in the minutes. dispense, if it 
thinks fit, with the payment of any fees", In the light 
of these provisions I think the scope af legal aid given 
by our State is wider than your corerspondent has seen. 
And all of this aid is "in actual operation'! 

lfowcver, if Mr. Mreh meant no more than that these 
arc not enough, then of course ] agree with him. It 
is time that we had a re:l.lly satisfactory legal aid and 
advice system in this country. 

Incidentally, why does Mr. Mrell. remember "with 
regret and sorrow the unfortunate statement of the 
late Sir Arku Korsah, who. when rejecting an applica· 
tion ... , said the State was not bound to give legal 
aid to a person accused of an offence against itself"? 
We have heard it said so often that "if ever there was 
need for legal aid it was in a treason trial, where the 
accused is standing trial for his life on ~hat is essen· 
tially a political charge". 

But perhaps someone in Mr. Afreh's position would 
like to argue this fully for the benefit of the rest of us. 
] p::rsonally am not convinced that the late Sir Arku 
was necessarily wrong. even though my per.sonal sym. 
pathies would have led me to a different conclusion 
from what he arrived at. Still. in what sense was the 
State of Ghana then (or indeed in what sense is it 
even now) "bound to give legal aid to" any accused 
person? 
P.O. 80s 119 E. S. Aldoo 
Ae<ra 

Shortcomings or IDtelleduals 

SIR- Before the elections which brought the current 
government into power, the Progress Party was C9nSi. 
dercd as the "intellectuals' party". This idea which 
possibly contains some truth, may still linger in people's 
minds. If the Progress Party is predominantly intellec· 
tual, and if intellectual capacity obstructs the smooth 
conduct of national affairs, then the Progre" Party 
should have lost the last elections, which was not the 
case. 

If the "propagandist" assertion, that the Progress 
Party is predominantly intenectual had prevailed 
against the Progress Party, the common belief that the 
people of this country do not respect intellectuals would 
have been validated. However. we are not certain that 
the Progress Party won because it is predominantly 
intellectual. Several other factors operated to produce 
its success. Would the nation have cause to regret if 
an "intellectuals' party" won election! in the country? 
The word "intellectual", u UIcd durina the last elec­
tioRl, wu confusiOJ. One IUlpecU ibM ·"i1'1telledual.'': 

was uaed for -aM .de" widell ..... "'. < 
batioo, and. poIIibIy 0."«1 .. .. 
10, it would aPl' r that L V4' 
towns have not acqn.i ..... 111 .. " h_. 
not enti<dy certain of !hi&: it would IIiII .. 
to look into it. 

If students lobby into positioal on the 
students inflate tho capabilities of other 
applicants for Hall posta merely to arqaire tenll. 
selfish ends; if ltudeots chOOlC to create 
partisanships merely for tbe love of it; it • 
student-officials of tbc National Union of ()hane 
dents get involved in the misuse of group ... GOl,....,if 
these things do happen. then we sh.1I have to 
"collectivc responsibility towards natiunal roc"",,,. 
tion"; for the fear is that sum behaviour maY' 
taken into national life. 

If studenu of such deviant behaviour were 
to go free, it would mean condoniq undesirable 
haviour with our ill-consequences for the nation: 
national investment in education would be lOll; 
attempt to refine public morality would fail linee 
day's university students are the public men of tw-., 
row. 

Therefore, • 
''Fashion it thus-that wbat he is, aUIID=ted. 
Would run to these and these extremitiCl; 
And there~ore think him as a serpent', CU, 
Which. hatc:h'd would as bis kind grow misdllev ... 
And kill bim in the shell." 

Legoo Han Bu"oM' N--. D ,. 
Leo." 

GhaU'1 Lost Calhan: .. Retrie,ed 

SIR-Thc Ninth Annual Festival of Arts which m"erl 
in Kumasi recently was a brilliant SUcceSl reIlectiDa 
the ingenuity of the planners. The effort alto clearly 
demonstrates _ the present Government'. determiDatioa 
to enhance Ghana's culture. 

The programme was all embracing and noDO of tbe 
activities failed to draw large numbers of people to 
the Cultural Centre. the wnue for the festival 1'ba. 
fortunate to be at the centre were entertained fo unique 
traditional drumming and dancing by variOUI danom. 
groups. Choral concert!. fashion shows and non-deno­
minational church service n:-emphasised traditioDal 
belief in God. 

The organisin. committee of this year". fath"a1 01. 
Arts headed by Dr. Daane Selby, a private medic:aJ 
practitioner of Kumasi, and Dr. A. A. Y. 1C1'ettiUlt= .. 
Director of the Centre should be eonpatuJated. May 
the same spirit attend future festivals. 
P.O. Bos 9 Ie J. GyP 3 I 
Weadll, BI'ODI" Allafa 

Oar Culture, n.dldOlll .... "oris v...... 
SIR-lbe State Dinner in bonour of the U.s. ·Sect...,. 
of State rai!lCd lOme fundamental llillel CODCeialq 
traditional Ghanaian culture. Of the huadnda ~ GI..­
naian dignitaries invited tell dwt G.3 .... c:eat =_ 
tnditional dJaa. n. puodoJt '" die -.. II _ 
the &reatest exponents of Qhe.fen ...... = .. 
immaculate dinner IUitI. Bwa .... f I,. '. II .. 
faCt that .,... tradidoad O. '. a1Io ... e " I "i .... 
In fact, all tbat WlIU\21I •• J .. i a ('. ,.~_ 

• 
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opn and his party iii bow biahly westemiud 
han.j.ns have become. I believe be was biBbly dis­
'POinled. 
The Anny band undoubtedly was &reat, but one would 
lve. cxpe<:ted them to concentrate more on local, than 

opt numbcn. Wben they played "Take Five" it 
bably only reminded Mr. Rogers of Di.xieland; a 
t perhaps in New Orleans in his youth. It was not 
ty to impress on his mind a state dinner in Accra. 

t is important for us to realize that when foreign 
'ton come here, they are more interested in our 
itional tban a mere stereotype copying of their 

y of life. I think there is still morc to be o.one in 
office of the Chief of Protocol. 
• BoI; 10 King O.fo 

Africa and Westem Values 

-I do not wish to fill up your space by answema 
Bosque's angry questions about tennis-stars or tbe 

crican State Department, which I know lillIe about; 
cad 1 wish to comment about Western and Jibe,..1 
es, which include freedom to educate. There is also 
om of speech, and of the press, and the right not 

be punished for "the public good" without a chance 
defend oneself in court. 

esc ideals were developed by the ancient Greeks. 
course people who are geographically in the West 
1I0t always live up to them., and tbe world is w31tina 

if other peoples can live up to them better. That 
wby Africans teach and study Latin, Greek. and 
cient History. 

tb Ltaoa Daphoe Hernnllrd 

Jehovab's WltDeSlt!ll aDd tbe Millennium". 

-The artiele "Jehovah's Witnesses and the MiUen­
m", by Max Assimeng (L.O. VII) failed to convince 
impres.s the unbiased reader. As is the case with 
tics who caption their essays with one theme and 

te on another, Max Assimena: fell '" victim to such 
ice. Was the article on the history of Jehovab's 
esaa. their unfulfilled prophecies. or the Interna­
I Assembly in Accra? 

,- ... :.,.1r1l1 bas been largely due to his claim 
.. , ..... the teachings 

pporters of democracy w ..... . 

lodle brinp danler and that the involvement u. 
lifk men in decision makina is a threat to demo­
". Mat is ,be writer's source of information? 
writer as we11 as Jehovah', Witnesses should find 

fault with truly scientific knowledle but shOUld 
n to wonder when unprovod theories are labelled 
sc:ientiftc: wbe.n evolution. for instance, is hailed 

e "untutored scientist" as proven tt.eory. Such an 
pb..nce shows how danlerous partial knowledge 
'enee would become. 

k of experience may lead the nO\·ice to suppose 
arclt achievements are attained by easy melDod!. 

reli.ious proletarianism ... in its pure form" can 
substained oYer acneration" by .. the constant streu 
ncam~ of (a calamity) the Armageddon" why 

have the '"traditional" churcb~ not succeeded in 
attanpt. since it i, common know~a:e thai the 

imminent Armageddon has always been part of their 
teachings? 

Concemina the "discon6rmation of prophecy" 
Assimeng demonstrated a Jack of knowledge of the 
methods of academic analysis. One was expecting re­
levant Quotations from Witnesses' many publications, 
and from the Bible, to prove to the Telder what dates 
they have successively set for the world's doom and 
how often they have been disappointed. But, as it turned 
out, none was forthcoming. That showed clearly that 
the writer depended on hearsay and on the ill-comments 
of the enemies of the Witnesses in arriving at his con­
clusions. 

It is not too late; the writer can get hold of the 
relevant publications of tbe Witnesses about 1914, 1975 
and any other dates, and make certain about these: 
in the end be would find that, say, all that the 
Witnesses said about 1914 was that it was the end 
of the "gentiles' times" and the "beginning of the times 
of the end". Note well that in the history of these 
Christian Witnesses of Jehovah, (Le. from Jesus' lime) 
no spec:ific date for the end of the world has been set 

My aim in this letter is not to make a debated 
criticism of the writer but to point out the more ob­
vious falsifications. 
Lego. p, S. Aboaln'e 

Book Review 

OBI (AFRICAN WRITERS SERIFS NO. 4S) 
B)' lohn Munonye: Heintmann: 1969 

Rniew by H. M. J. TruteDaD 

ONE question we should like to ask before all otbeD: 
For wht audience was this book written? Though the 
answer is by no means clear, one should at least bopo 
that it might be: "First and foremost for Africans." 
Let us look at it from this point of view. In Ghana, 
if not elsewhere, " the moral remains the writer', 
primary assianment," as Mr. lkiddeh t.U, us in his 
article on "Popular Fiction in Ghana" (Okye:ame IV. 2. 
pale 98). What confronts the reader wbo encounteB 
the nm'el in thi. frame of mind? 

_..I .Anna are Christian....calbolics, to be exact 
. "':_"';*'l2Jlt observation. 

'--
hU~ _ _ _ 

lOOn becomes clear tt:.al \_ •. _ 
more lympathetic to this Chrirtian couple tn .... _ 

traditional world of the vilhge into which Joe returns, 
with his convent-bred wife, on the fiC3t page of tbe 
story. He has "made his pile" in tbe outer world ho. • 
nestly tnd in ,ovemment ,crvice; but the war has su-
pervened and the draft threatens. so he resigns and 
returns to hill "'i1Iage .... ith the best of intentions to 
revive his "Obi" (the story continues the preceding novel 
The Onl)' Son - Heinemann: 1966), and to take up his 
traditional role in the soci.:tv into which be was born. 

At the end of the story he has to flee back. intu the 
larger world. But the author makes this sound like a 
happy ending. in tbe best Holl)-wood tradition: ". , , 
loe and Anna left Umudiobia quietly for Obizi on 

• 
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CENTRE FOR CIVIC EDUCATION 
VACANCIES 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified Ghanaians for the 
following posts in the Centre for Civic Education; 
I. PERSONNEL'" WELFARE OFFICER 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

Applicants must have: 
(A) A good degree in the Social Sciences or Business Administration plus a minimum 

of 5 years experience in Personnel Administration and Welfare matters in d re­
putable establishment or organisation. 

OR 
(B) A Diploma in Social Science or Public Administration, plus at least 7 years ' 

previous experience in Personnel management with ally Institution of good 
repute. 

OR 
(C) A good general educational background at least up to tbe G .C.E. '0' Level or 

its equivalent with 10 years' post-qualification practical experience in Person­
Del Management and control in a recognised Institution. 

DUI'IES: Will be required to supervise the maintenance of appropriate records and sta­
tistics: to implement the centre's personnel policies and practices relating to recruitment. 
salaries. communications. welfar~ matters affecting the Centre's personnel and will be 
responsible to the General Administrator. 
AGE: Between 30 and 45 years 
SALARY: R .S5 i.e. NC2.208-NC2.580. 

R .60 i.e. NC2.676-NC3,108. 

2. REGIONAL ORGANIZER (MEN'S SECTION) for Greater Accra. 

3. REGIONAL ORGANIZER (WOMEN'S SECTION) for Greater Accra. 

QUALIFICATIONS: Candidates must: 
(a) Have a general educational background. at least up to Teachers' Certilicate 'A' 

or its equivalent; 
(b) should be of a pleasant disposition, 
(c) have initiative. drive. integrity and high sense of responsibility; 
(d) have the ability to interest urban as well as rural communities in their civic 

rights and responsibilities; 
<e) have a good knowledge (oral and written) of Ga and Adangbe. 

DUI'IES: A Regional Organizer is responsible for organising the Centre's activities in 
the Region. This includes arrangements for meetings. symposia, lectures, debates 3I1d 
group discussions. This work involves extensive travelling on duty for which a means of 
transport will be provided. 

SALARY: R.48 i.e. NC1668-NC1.956 ) 
R .53 i.e. NC2.04~NC2.388 for Grade IT and (55. 60) for Grade I. 

A successful applicant already in this scale will be placed on the appropriate 
point in the scale. 

AGE: 30·45 years. 

GENERAL: Applications (five ""pies) should be addressed to the General Administra. 
tor, Centre for Civic Education, P.O . Box M.103, Accra, to reach him not later than 6th 
April, 1970. together with copies (not originals) of cerlificat.C9' and lestimonials. Three 
rderees should be asked 10 send contidential references direct to the General Administra. 
tor. Applicants under bond are meligible. A successful candidate will be required to 
conlributc: to the Sneial Security Fund. 
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favourite 
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LARGE BOTtLE NfZ3.70 

i BOTl'LE • • N!l2.0() 

i BQTILE ,. ' N 12'1.05 

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS IN GHANA 

WII'IE & SPIRIT DISTRIBUTORS (GHANA)LTD. 
, . 

, P. O. BOX 5202, ACCRA TELEPHONE 21700. 

23 !9fll81 
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TEMATEX: 
ttle emulsion paint \hat makes your home com. 
alin. Madl to last In hot climates and Ivailablt In 
• range of 'lciting colours. 

• 

. ' 

• 

PAINT DIVISION 

GHANAXOTE: 
"" supBraloss enamel paint that's lasy to kIIIp 
clean and protects woodwork. Available In I fngt 

of dllZling colours. 

BfESHAM CEMENT PAINT: 
protects your home in .n weathers. Sp.d .. y 
made to givi added ,tnogth and is known for its 

dUrlbility qualities • 

Available fl'Om 'e.ding h.rd ..... 
stores or direct from the factory. 

GHANA INDUSTRIAL HOLDING CORPORAnON 
P.O. BOX 144. TEMA • PHONE 2828_ 

PriIItcd b, \be Libert,. PTaI LId_. for lbe Lcaoo. Soeid1 011 ",.\K>NI AfJIU'I. CUInaU of ~Morial C __ iItee: 1(., A. 8. J~ 
..... r: J. 1111 A_imaI&; A ....... ' hilo"1 Kwame Arhisl anel A. K. P. KliMbe. TrdI.,", J. Pd. Hyde: ,,'1- 51 s ." k_ Ad; 
TIll 1I1UYe. .. " of Ghana .... its 4c~ts aN ;., DO"" a I S •• lb IIw Leo. 0' ..... &SieOTia1 and an 0IbW is'S 
... ....niIina. .ut-:nDliOll. cliItri.buUOCl qeocy and olber CO'" mal .oq.ur-) Jbould t.. .d4i .. co lbo EdiIOr. 'nil I • 0' i •• ' 

a.s II , LiflOft. ObaDa lance No. N1"IOlSI1IIIIO$. 


