
P RE F A C E. 

Thie eeeay is th~ result of an investigation on 

Child Tra i ning i n the Kl e Divi sion of the Teshi e peopl e. 

I t shoul d be understood that this work is offered 

wi th hesitation as an exper i mental endeavour by t h e 

' uni nitiated ' to tread on ' Hol y Gr ound ' . It may be 

regarded as a p i oneer attemp t to understand the people 

of the DIvi aion in as much a s this is only concerned 

with Chi l d Training. Based on limited field work and 
.i) 

l imited sour ce of material, it is necessarily incom-

pl ete and, in spite of the care which has been taken 

to ensure accuracy, it probably contains factual errors. 

Teachers, and educationists on the whole, have 

been a~o ~ th~ first to claim that education, to be 

trul .. f'ficient should be adapted to the needs of each 

individual child. Their maxim has been: fit the 

school to the pupil, not the pupil to the school. But 

811M a principle implies that the .function of the 

teacher is by no means limited to actual teaching. To 

en 'lre that his teaching is successful, he must first 

make a psycholo~ica stu~v of every boy or girl in his 

el'lss. To teach Arith metie to Kofi or Geography to 

Kojo, it is not sufficient to know the p~ineiplp8 of 

Artthmetic o~ the facts of Geography: he must also 

KNOW Kofi and Kojo. It is with this aim in view that 

this easay is written. 

It i8 not possible to record the names of all the 

Teehie frien s who have hplped me. '1'hia essay (''''lld 

never have been compiled wi thout the patient eollabora-

tion of many elders who gave me unaccounted hours of 

their time and their close, untiring attention. I 

annot ade uately thank them. 
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The tact of my skilful guide, Mr. AugustuB 

Amate Gbugblah, Head Teacher of the Teshie Catholic 

School, has saved me much time and trouble and rendered 

tr p work uncompsrably easier. 

My thanks are due to ~r. A. Taylor for kindness 

in re~ding and correcting the drafts. 
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The traditional work 
of the people is fish­
i~. 
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THE P E 0 P L E. 

Teshie is known today as the largest rishing 

town along the Ga coast. It has three rishing 

beaches and hundredo or canoes employing hundreds 

o~ men and their rish-trading women rolk. Its 

people are tightly packed into the stepp, rocky town, 

and its nets are spread to dry on the grassy land 

to east and west. It has but halr a dozen large 

inland vil18~es against the score or so or Labadi's, 

so that its heart is more in its rishing and l ess in 

its bush arrairs than that or Labadi. 

I was told that originally Teshie was a small 

rishing cottage which belonged to Fante fishermen. 

A civil war at Labadi resulted in the removal or the 

vanquished to Teshie. 

The Teshies are a lovable people and are very 

hardworking. 

Kle where I conducted my investigations forms 

ne or the main divisions or Teshie. It is seven 

miles west or Accra, the capital of the Gold Coast. 

Teshie has three fish­
ing beaches and hun­
dreds of canoes employ­
ing hundreds or men. 

3. 



The Child is a boon 
and good fortune in many 
ways. 
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Attitude Towards Having Children. 

As in all other primitive societies, the 

desire for children reaches an extreme development. 

~e ohild is a boon and good fortune in many ways. 

Material progress and ease in this life , security 

ana peace in the next life, are dependent upon having 

children~ It waa only after some time before I 

could understand tne poignancy which characterizes 

the longing for offspring among the people. They 

could condescend to any method or practice t o attain 

this priceless concession, whioh it is within the 

powe~ only of the spirit world to grant him. The 

position of a woman answers in the main to her ability 

~o bear child~en and thus grant the cov t~d des ire. 

Even as the pnssession of children is considered by 

them as the gr eatest fortune, so, on the other hand, 

the barren woman is the most despicable of humans, 

and the childless man the most ridiculous and die­

appointpQ of individuals in the eyes of his folk, and 

inevitably in his own eatimation. To avoid this 

indignity, it is incumbent on eve~yman to try every 
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possihle means to have children. Women are assimilated 

to other objpcts o~ pers~nal possession as a ppculiar 

kl~d of income yielding property and are married for 

a bride- price. In T.he measl1"'e in whicb she is prolific 

is ber position as wife secure. If she fails iT) tbis 

pa~amount duty the man has 'purchased' a deficipnt 

commo1itv,he can send he ... away without any compensation­

fee. The woman's primary duty and destiny on this 

s age of the people's cultural development is to bear 

children. There is nothing to prevent the man from 



taking more wives if he ~an afford to d0 s~. The 

womon has to put up with the presence of other women 

as an inevitable consoquence of her failing in this 

r l3o gard. 

Nothing short of heroic measures can a llevia t e 

the miserable plight of barreness. The spirits 

must be interceded with, in order that they may relent 

in their obdurate spleen. They mus t b e coaxed or 

nlacated by the medicine-man who has acquired the 

technique of dealing directly with the denizenR o~ 

the imagi nary environment. 

A woman who is afflicted with barreness consults 

a fetish prie"t. The priest usually savs: "Your 

1'01 (d?,pmawon) is not a l lowing you to bear." Or 
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"Your dzemawon intended you to bear but someone has 

"poilt vour gbesi." Or "Your spiritual husband is 

annoyed with you, he must be p~cified". He then either 

implores the god, with sacrifices to relent, or if the 

'gbesl ' iR bAd he arranges to drive it away. This 

done he then prays, pours out a bottle of ram, and 

prepares a bowl of water, rum, and herbs. The "oman 

putq thlq nn her head and carries it down to the sea 

ac('ompanied by a few young virgins and small "irIs as 

she can collect. These girle shout. scream, "lap and 

boot to drive awsy th~ had '"besi' or spirit. Finallv 

the oman WAshes hersel~ in the sea. 

If all goPS well she will afterward~ ~on~eive a 

child. If nn+ sho gO<'9 round to pri pst afteT" priest 

a m~~t psthptir fi re. Barrenness has l"d many women 

to eabre e such fetishE's 1 B "p the TilTS T'e r 11 t, wi th 

the hn p he they might havp "bildren thT'o1gh it. 
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A wom~n who has repeated miscarriages consults 

either a heroalist or the priest of a god. The 

latter is better, they say but more expensive. 

H~ takes her just outside the northern boundary of 

the town where the rubbish heaps are. Rere she is 

stripped and bathed to wash away the troublesome 

evil apirit - 'gbesi' . Food is laid down outside 

the town so that th~ ~vil spi~it shall have no occasion 

to come back to the town for food. 

Barrenness is so frowned upon that when a woman 

dies childless, the corpse is incised with a broken 

pie~p n~ bottl .. ~or some blood to flow out. The id",a 

behind this is that as she could not see the colour 

of her blood through childbirth, she should see it 

wh",n she was dead. This saves her from the re-

occurence of this misfortune when she reincarnates. 

The age of the first born, as I found out in 

many cas"'8, was the measul" ng stick of the age of the 

pa~ents. for In a lot of cases there were no written 

recor-ds o~ parents. ~ t, dt'inking parties the menfolk 
t' -; T' 

were able to boast of old age by the ages of their 

children. The usual question i". "Reh. iF' t.het your 

son. man, then you are not a small boy:" The other 

t'etot'ta, "What do you think about me this 1s the 

second one, the elder one is working for the whitem~n 

at Takoradi. You ough t to knn'l' tha t I am grov'l'l". 

~h0re are no methods of limiting the size 0~ the 

famil '. It is a matter of thp 'lmore the merrier". 

~w reaso S were given for this. Firstly as 
"<e-

ther€' n~ ~ood medical facilities and infant 

was rampart, they prefered having a lot of 

hildren. so hat when some <:It,,d. some would at least 

Burv! ve. Secnnnly they needed the children to hplp 



in thp flshing industry. 

I met a considerable number of women who although 

some have had five t o six child ren already, they still 

craved for mo~e. One had deserted her husband and 

was n ow staying with a young man. She fel t that the 

husband had stopped bring ing forth , -and as she still 

wanted children she had t o get a y oung man who was 

strong and healthy t o bri n g forth with. The othe r 

women werp wo rrying their husbands to send them to 

medicine- men . They complained that the ir l a st born 

were now walking and they felt that they should b e 

pre~ant a gain . Two of t h e women incidentally had 

had g~pnd~hildren . 

There we r e h owever a f ew cases in which I f ound +,., 
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women who told mp they had stoppe~/brin~ fo rth child r en , 

f or thev had now go t grandch i ldr en and it wa s th~ir 

dutv t t ake care of them. Whe n I asked i f that meant 

thp would c ommit abortion i f they b ecame pregnant, 

they were g r eatl y ala rme d and this confi rmed t he 

impressi on I had got, that abor tion was somethi ng 

g r PRtlv f r owne d upon i n the are a. I also met mother~ 

who a lthough t hey Were having .bj]~. babies of four 

and f ive mon t ha wer e a l ready pregnant. 

It ~sy bec ome nece s sary occasionally to wink at 

the fact that a chi l d is b orn of parents who have not 

e xo~essed a wi sh to undertake a durabl~ sexual relation-

s h i p i n t he manner dictated by the fol·ways. The 

fervent desi~e for of~spring may eclipse the fact of 

"illegi tima cy " . Su h a taint is ovprlooked. The 

evidence ole a r l y indi cates that many taboos are relaxed 

ln t i me s o~ emergency. Among the penple, the marital 

arran pmpn t s may not b exactly whst is laio down by 



custom, yet the children are welcomed becauae of 

the strong desire for ch11dren. 

Two t' 1ngs are necessary to make a child 

legi t1ma te and gi ve it the full righ +. s of family 

memrerah1p. F1rstly, the marriage custom must have 

to be pe rformed, and secondly, the child must have a 

pruning ceremon y done f or it when 1 t 1s a week old. 

More often than not many women become pregnant wi thout 

having had the marriage custom performed. Thi s might 

be overlooked b y the girl's parents, but not the naming 

ceremony. 

The naming ceremony of a ch11d, necessitate s a 

'father', but the father need not be the child's 

progenitor. The man i n whose name the ceremony is 
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done claims the child as his lawful issue. The most 

usual person to father the child of a husbandless mother 

1s her Ol'/Yl father. When the mal e progenitor 1s unknown, 

has run away. is an undesirable stranger or an unsuitable 

associate of the family, then the child's maternal 

grandfath"r does its naming ceremony and names it as 

his own son or daughter. It now cnunts as his own 

child in all mAtters Of inheritance and succession. If 

one day th~ ~eal father comes back tn claim him or her, 

he is ma~e to pay all expenses made on the child from 

thp tima of' it" birth 'IP to the time he "'tnted to cl'lim 

him or her back. 

these casps. 

I met about five to six pxamples of 

OrphonB are usually taken oyer hy the i r uncles, 

allnts or gT'..ndparpnt • and great carp is tRkpn over them. 

In mBny ~asps th"y give such children more SymPBthy 

the thpy do their own children. I dis~overe~ a ~e" 

c't es i~ whi-h somp crildren had been tak .. n over by 



their aunts during their inf'ancy because their 

rpspeotive mothers had died af'ter their birth, and 
...... t 

up to the timp I visited them ~hey had~realised that 

the women were not their raal mothers. One such gi rl 

1S twelve years old. 

I disoovered one or t wo cases in which this was 

rather the contrary. Th e uncles had conf'iscated the 
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late f'ethprs property and were also ill-treating the 

children. The right reason f'or this behaviour was not 

given. But it seems thi~ wa s an ex~eption and not the 

general procedure. 

Upon manv investigations I discovered that in 

gpneral, adoption is a ra~e resort because it is easy 

to remedy thp def'ect in othe~ ways, by acquiring more 

wivps, or divorcing the barren wif'e as already stated. 

A surprising instance of' the strong desire f'or 

children is revealed in a literal translation of a song 

I heard during my observation; 

"Wish 'De l uck a~ yn" bid me f'arewell. 

I want a gol d drum 

No, I do not need it again, 

I'll rather pref'er your giv1n~ ~p one child 

So th~t on my death-bed she may weap and say 
' Rrin~ my mother back to me '''. 
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PRE-NATAL PERI OD 

A w~~n~ knows s~P is pregnant when she ceases 

to ~enstruate, and she is tro' bled by loss of appetite, 

nRusea, vomiting And an aversion to some foods. Others 

crave fo~ ce~t8in foods. 

During this peri~~ the wom~n becomes hot tempered 

and easily e xcited in behaViour. She is nervous and 

conHnu91h· irritated at littlp things. Sh .. wants to 

~nmmand everybody. In some cases she becomes rather 

lazy and sleeps a lot. They quarrel a lot and are 

~lWE'V8 grlnnbling. However, in some cases, they were 

full o~ v1gour, went about carrying loads with unabated 

,o.nergy. Some worked excessively. 

Generally,. as I 'found out, eXl'eot in a few cao"s 

wh re menical advice was sought the diet of the pregnant 

woman remained the sarne. All the same, she at times 

devel~ped hatred for some food which she previously 

liked. She vomited whenever she forced herself to 

t~~ 'to There weI' a few cases in which women grew 

fond of such things as chipplinge of' swish from much 

buil'~lng8 A"ld white ,.lay. 

Pregnant women, informants tell mfO becomp highlv 

Aexual, ann were a source of worry to husbands. This 

W58 confirmed by many of the men. There were cases 

~here this happened during the first few months of 

pregnancy. Some said this continued up to the time 

of childhirth. I found many cases in which intercourse 

took pl<1cC 1 .. "s than twen+y-'four hours bef'ore child­

hirth. 

It ie ighly np-e~sary to prote"t a pregnant woman 

r 111 witch<,s, whn are particularly prone t') prey on the 

'kIa' o~ ~plrit of unborn children, and aleo from ill-

"'hI> preliminarY precaution takp'n d'lr'n(1" 



pregnancy was a sort o~ ceremony termed ' Korlebu'. 

Thi s it was b~ l i~ved guards against all attempts by 

i ll wi shers to bring any harm upon the pre~ant woman. 

The woman, under medical direction, ',,,shes herself' in 

a bath containing a powerf'ul herb and small pinches of' 

every kind of food anyone can suggest or contribute. 

Thus the bath will contain acraps of kenkey, cassava, 

VAm. pelm- nut, ground-nut, coconut, beans, plantain, 

mangoe s , etc. The idea is that however eccentric or 

catholic in her eating, the witch will find that her 

own food has been included in this concoction. The 

f'ood with which the woman is bathed thpn protects her 

bv saying to the wi tch. 'I am your own f'ood. You 

cannot hurt me without hu~ting yourself.' 
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If a woman suffers from headaches or undue discomforts 

during her pregnancy she and her husband go with eggs 

and rum t" the medicine-lMn. The woman is seated on 

a stool with a basin of' various leaves anc water on 

the ground in f'ront of' her. The medicine-man pours 

rum on the herbs ann the egge in the besln, and then on 

thp ground. Af'ter some pr~ysrs and incantations , he 

take" an egg f'rom the water, twirls it seven times round 

the .o ..... n ' s head, rubs it on her stomAch, touches her 

mOllth with 1 t, Rnd f'inAllv dashes it on the ground. Lf 

the egg sprea~~ pnd splashes ell is well, but if' it mAkes 

~ c0mpact blob part1~ularly with an unbroken yolk, it is 

A bad s1vn. When all the eggs are th1l8 b~oken the woman 

tRk~s the bowl of' w~ter An~ herbs and bathes herself'. 

It 1~ generallv believed that th~ soul which the 

~hil inhe~its is that of an ancestor . This is 

unalterable and af'fects chtef'ly th .. child's talenta and 

temp" ~amen t. Rut the physical characteristics of' 8 
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chl1~ may be affected bv all sorts of external 

influences playing upon the mother during her pregnsncy. 

A p~pgnant woman therefo~e has to be very careful. 

She is not allowed t o look at or play with any ugl 

a~irnal such as a monkpv o~ a pig , or the child will 

b", like one. Woo l y and furry animals cause hairy 

children. She must not break firewood with an axe . 

The inea betng that she would divide her child's head 

into two if she did so. When l ying down no one had 

to step over he r , otherwise the one might transfer hia 

or her misfortunes to the pregnsnt woman. There are 

some kinds of firewood too which she was not allowed to 

use as fuel. \~enever she sits down, she must place 

her back against the wall , s o that no one walks past 

beh1nd her. This prevents her bri nging forth a bad 

child. She must be t he first person t o have her bath 

in the house, us a lly early at dawn. This prevents her 

contacting th~ ailments of others who might have their 

ba th before her. She must try as much as possible to 

ha ve cold baths. Hot water mi~t scald the ehild in 

her womb. 

Informants tell me that the ordinary minor ailments 
tt."'~""'" o...(.~I· n~ jO;l"\t~ ,-,,- d L... .... ,( ... cJ .. L~ Q, ....... ~ 

of the woman, such as" during the woman's pregnancy A often 

visited on her husband instead. .she effects this 

transfer by rising in the night and stepping over his 

Bleepln~ body. The drowsy lethargy common in pregnancy 

is one of the discomforts most often borne bv husbands, 

wi th forti tude. He finds himself falling asleep at 

hi s wnrk while his wife, full of vigour strides about 

carrying loada with unabated vigour. 

On the part of the other mpmbers of the family 

the onlv pre c~ution taken is that everv one muat be on 

aood r~1B'ions -ith the pregnant woman. Everyone mllst 

be on speaking terms wi h her, more an the husband. 



During this per10i while carrying a baby, 

particularly a rirst child, the woman has doubts and 

misgivings. 'Shell I really be able to produce a 
ta..lt.e. 

nOT'mal healthy child?" "Shall I be able to" care 

n. 

him?" These are some or the questions she worries 

about. 
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B I R T H. 

Chi l dbirth still remain~ a dangerous event 

because it is the point at which the imaginary environ­

ment intrudes directly upon the ordinsry world. 

At the first signs of birth pains, great excitement 

takes p I ece. Everybody becomes worried. The compound 

is kept cl ean, and things are well arranged. The room 

o~cupied by the labouring woman is also kept ship shape. 

r recautions are taken against the possible visitors 

who come to the house after the birth has been announced. 

In many cases libation is poured , and prayers and 

innovations are offered t o the gods and depsrted souls 

to help the woman to have a successful birth. 

While the woman is in labour a fishn p
' 

and a grinding stone are placed in the doorway of her 

room. Then if any other woman with abdominal pain 

disease enters the room the pain is caught by the net 

end ground up and destroyed by the stone. Otherwise 

the pain miFht be transfered to the woman who is in 

lRho r. The beliet' that aches and pstns can be transfered 

from one person to another is prevalent. 

Birth-giving is considered so mystically that it 

was with great difficulty that information could be 

g,q the..-ed on it. The usual procedu..-e WRS that an elderly 

woman usually served as the midwife. The woman lies 

down, with her knees bent, and holds her legs apart. 

If a wom~n's labour shows signs o~ belng dift'icult 

one of the first reme~ips tried by the midwife is that 

o~ f~tchlng a broom and giving her a good sweeping all 

over her boiv to clear away the evil influences. 

Wh n a woman i~ in labour, if' she calls out the 

chi11's fAther's name, it gives vigour to the child, 

sken~ 1 e apirit, and cauees it to move a step towa..-de 



birth. This is ma de u s e or in cases or disputed 

paternity. Sometimes the child does not resp ond till 

the woma~ has called se ve r al name s o t her than her 

husband's. Thi revelation of the kind of lire she 

has led naturally causes much heartburning, and often 

leads to her divorce. A woman in labol1 r is often 

gagged by kindly rela ti ve s t o prevent disgraceful 
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disclosures . It i s for this r eason tha t the h u sba nd 's 

relatives are excluded from the labour r oom. The 

b~lief that the wages of secr~ t sin is death is p articu­

l a rly prominpnt at the time of ch ildbirth, and an 

adulterous woman enter s h e r c onfi n eme n t in s ecr e t t e r r or. 

There are no real anae s thetic s used , but in some 

cases she is g iven casto r o il , o r at times t h e r oot of 

pawpaw-tree boiled in water . During birth s h e is g iven 

a b o ttle t o blow h a r d i n to . Thi s h e l ps t o s~ueeze the 

abdome n and help the b aby out. 

When the ch ild h as b e en del ivered, a ch i l d l ess 

wom .. n p avs a f ew l'''~''ins for th~ p l acenta wl'irh she 

buries somewh e r e around t he house, more often t han not 

in th~ p a th-house. She then d i scharges urine upon it. 

This it i s b e lie ve d causes he r to b ecome fertile. The 

p lscenta is b u ri ed a s f r esh as possibl e as its virtue 

i s though t t o d epart wi t h keeping. The woman who cuts 

the n avel s tring i s pa i d shilling for doing so. It' 

n o barren woman wants to make use of the placenta it 

may b e buri e d under a coconut, or other tree, which 

will t h,.n b e expected to bear a great abundance of t'ruit. 

A b ab y i s bern. The parents, other children, the 

il: ~andparent s. th~ uncl es, allnt" , ann cousins who make up 

the f amily eir I e are all variously aft'c~tpn by the event. 

Be fore ha vin a chil~ thn mother an1 t'ather 

themse l ves seldo~ realise in what wavs and to what 



extent the arrival of the baby will change their 

livps nr what readjustments they will have to make 

in thnj l' habits, their thoughts an1 their feelings. 
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"Iut <"ven thOllll;h they have no exact knowledge of how the 

baby's arrival i s g~ing to affect them, they usually 

feel at its approach an increased sense of responsibility; 

the mother usually to protect and care for the new 

baoy well, the father usually to earn a sufficient 

livelihood to meet the additional bills. 

The mother is naturally the person who is the 

most affected~ The first thing she wants after the 

birth of" her baby is to satisfy nine month 's curtosi ty 

by finding out what it is really like. 'Is it alive 

an1 well? Is it normal? Is it a boy or a girl? ' 

While car~'ing a baby, particularly a first child, 

the woman i s certain to have douots and misgi vings. 

Whpn she has successfully given birth to her baby 

AnC' her 1'irst sight of him pas reassured her on this 

pnint, the new mother often finds herself set upon bv 

fr~~h 1'<"8rs. Her ~PP< looks so frail and tiny and 

helpless. 'Shall I know how to take proper care of 

him and protect him from illness? How shall I know 

the ri ght thin~ to do on every occasion?' 

Wi th regard to att1 tudes to'.ards having boys or 

g1rl~, T dis~overed that parents urge was an utilitarian 

anCl self1 sh one. Thf' child's value lay in the 

cnnt~iblltion h .. could make to th" all-"onsuming battlf' 

of existencf'. Thf' cpild i~ a practical asset. Cenerallv 

hJwpve~ th p m~le chi11 i~ nreff'rpd to th p fpmsle. 

T~~ pay c n defend t~e home At the approa~h of the 

pn ~: hf' Accomnanies his r~ther +0 war. Only the 

boy CRn .. lp 1s f"ther wi. th the laborious f'ishinlj ark, 



and 1n aom .. "as .. ~ f'ar1l1ng, and thr'1'lgh ltis ai'l th" 

father becomes rl~h. He alao looks after his parents 

~'lr1ng their old age. 

17. 



Breast reeding the 
child berore its bath. 



FEEDING 

Immediately arter bi~th, tra child is washed 

and tended ~y an older woman or the ~other'g kin. 

Usnally the infant is not red until the appearance 
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o~ the mother'a milk about twenty- fo r hours arter 

birth. Ir he cries he may be given a Ii ttl" boiled 

water, sugar dissolved in ~oiled water, or milk, 

diluted with water. If the mother's milk does not 

appear , her shoulders, chest and hreasts are massaged. 

In rar" instances a close relative who has l ost a baby, 

for instance a siste~, acts as wet nurse. During 

th" week following his birth the small infant wishes, 

Bbov~ everything else, to suck and receive nourishment. 

His mother's nipple seems at first to be a part of his 

Ver" self. 

The baby is almost always treated with constant 

indulp;ence. It is never left to cry; at thp rirst 

whimper hi~ n"rsing mother will hurry to pick it up 

if it is lying alone, put her to the breast and let tt 

nllT'SP BS 10 as it wish .. d. Mother" a"e apt to 'Ir"e 

sn1 wax th~ ~h Id to eat. ometimes the young mother 

feels that her baby is not as fat BS her neighbour's 

or the child of the husband's other wife. As such 

she tries to stlIff' him wi th mo~p food than he c0111d 

on~um~. Little attempt is msde to regulate the 

feeding of the child. It is put to t h " b"e~st whenever 

it cries, 0" when it wakes arte" slo>ening, ,,"" when its 

moth~r feels her milk troubling her. 

In c-rt>ast feeiinll:, the b"bv 1 ~ u,,,,,l " hel~ on 

tho> lap of th" mother, with its hea~ raised to the b~east, 

T,., the 
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1n a sitting position. She then uses a spoon or p 

I f on th~ other han~ ·he child ~e~uses 

to t~ke it, h~n 8h~ cups her hand places it against 

tt .. ('hil" ' s mouth and q second party, gen")r" 1" an elder 

gister or oro h~r pours the pap into her cup- shaped 

pA l m and i t is mad~ to ~low down into his mouth. His 

nose is held ti~ht and in his attempt to h~"A+he the 

pep ~l"ws dowr his throo t until the child ' s stomach 

bul ges t o capacity. This method of feeding is" termed 

the ' AnAgo (Yoruoa) hold ' . It is said to have oeen 

introduced by the YoruoBs. 

At times a oaoy' e appetite may drop o~f for some 

DPriod. When this happens, the mother first o~ all 

attempts to force the child to ~eed. If she does not 

su('ceed, Qhe rpPOT'ts thp 111" tter to either her moth~r ')1' 

co..es 
to any othe~ elderly woman who in manYAsuggests constipa-

tion or teething to De the cause. She then prescrioes 

some heros to De cooked for him or in a oit enlightened 

homes cRstor-oil is given to the child. 

In aidi tion to the pleasure of knowtng that ah,. 

h"r~el~ 1~ t e source of th~ child's nourishment a mother 

It is generally accepted 

that only those who lead chaste lives prior to marriage 

h ve 81' ficient milk in their or"aFt. 

nursin'! th" chil" gives the impression t.hat she maintained 

her l'h e t It,·. I was informed that nursing hastens the 

contr"rtion of the uterus to its norrYL"' size. Nursing 

on~ , s opry. qrtds to the ('lose, loving intimacy hetween 

moth rand ch1lr. It i one 01 the ~ull pleasures o~ 

RO markei is ~js attitude thAt at ti~es 

1n gees a mothpr t~vin~ to soothe a child who had long 



stopned su~king, by trying to put her breast into hiR 

mouth. 

I cotld not get any definite genera izations on 

the subject of marital intercourse during nursing. 

Ther~ were divers statements. All the same, there 
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wae a general ~greement on one point, namely, the habit 

of having intercourse during the third month after child 

birth. Tliey are of the opinion that this helped in 

pushing back the uterus to its original position. 

Thus, the women often lived apart from their husbands 

for two years aft.er the birth of a child lest they 

conceive again. In some cases, they abstained until 

the child was weaned. Others had to wait until the 

child ran about. The common and usual explanation given 

by informants for following this custom of abstinence 

is that failure to do so will cause the youngest living 

infant to "sicken and die". 
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W E A N I N G. 

There i9 no genera l r ul e as to when th1 is erfected. 

For J discovered children between the ages or twelye 

months to t h ree years old who were still breast - reeding. 

Som~ mothers maintained that they relt that thei~ 

chi l dren ' s greatest pleasures and satisractions were 

centr"d a~olm,'l nursing , as such they relt relu tant to 

stor them. Some mothers too started weaning their 

children onl v when they relt their milk was getting 

exh?usted. In some cases it was only errected when 

the mother was pregnant or was expecting another chi ld . 

Thpre were a rew cases in whioh this was done at the 

m~ther'6 convenience. Majori v or the mothers were 

rlsh- mongers and they relt they were being worried too 

much by their children. Some mothers however rind the 

nllrRlng pf'riod so convenient and so pleasurable that 

they continuf' 1t as long ae eighteen months or two years. 

Others prolong it with the bel ier that they cannot 

become pregnant again while nursing. 

There were a rew cases in which the cause or 

weaning was due to the children's urge to bite arter 

teeth1ng. Generally the child's rirst teeth appear 

anytime erter about the sixth month, This is usually 

preceeded by small revers, restlessness, crying and 

cnnstlnation. Usually the child is given castor 011 or 

Borne rnots boiled in water. When asked by s rrlend r 

relative Khat ails the child, the mother never mentions 

that it is teething ror it is presumed that ir she said 

so then the teeth would not oome out. As auoh she 

generally replIes tha his "little stones" are coming 

o It. Mothers usu~llv tske pride 

t' + ' 
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not uncommon for one to see mothers opening their 

children' B mou the to show them to friends and relatives. 

Vmg bet'ore the teeth have come through, most ot' 

the things he carries to his mouth so as to know them 

better also get pressed between the gums as well as 

sucked. Biting, sucking, becomes one of his pleasures 

and needs. Then when the new teeth appear, they need 

to be experimented with and exercised. The baby bites 

his ~attle, his toys, and in the natural course of events 

the nipple. When this happens, the nursing mother 

removes her breast forcibly with a jerk. The baby is 

at times slapped , spoken to crossly, snd in many cases 

his father is insulted. This generally leaas to an 

a ttempt to wsaning the child. 

The methods of weaning are generally very crude. 

The child is usually kept away t'rom the mother for 

longe~ periods. When he feels like breast-feeding,a 

bitter herb, usually the juice squee~ed out from the 

fresh leaves of the Nim tree (king-baa) is applied to 

the breast and when he puts it into his mouth and feels 

the bitter taste, he removes it with disvust. At times 

too the mother and in some cases the whole household 

try to make him believe that the breast is smelling. 

They point to their noses after having first pointed to 

the breast and sa", "fuu, fuu!" (an expression of bad 

smell) or they tell him that the breast is a~ animal. 

When he puts it into his mouth or tries to do so, he is 

r"minded by the mother that it is a "kokoo" (baby-talk 

for animal). Whenever it could be procured, liquid 

quinine is applied to the nipple to make it bitter. 

D"~lnp; this perioe' he is given sufficient liquid food -

genpT'ally nap. There is always a reserved supply even 

for the night, so that immediately he cries for food, 



he receives some from the mother, It is at this 

period too thst solid food is in t roduced. 

I oould not get instance s of child~en b e ing given 

things to suck , and there were no ob jects on whi ch 

children could teeth. A few mothers told me that in 

some cases they gave the children some hard biscuits -

(bought from th e ma rke t) whi ch the children tried to 

bi teo This served as a substitu te f or a tee t hing 

object. 

From the meth od in whi ch weaning i s carried on I 

deduced that the c hild had the feeling t hat the mo t hers 
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love had been removed f rom him. For when i t i s recalled 

tha t the breas t and the person who pro vi des i t are the 

centre of the b aby 's un i verse and s t and i n h i s eyes f or 

sll tha t i s p l easurable, s a ti sfyi ng, and needful , s ome 

idea may be f ormed of t h e shock i t may be to a b aby t o see 

it so abruptly r emoved . 

Th~ b ond betwe en mother a nd chil d i~ not easily broken 

when weaning t akes p l ace, Bnd the chi l d continues 
+l\e 

ins tinctivel y t o t urn to" b r east fo~ comfort and reassurance, 

Wh en i t s mot her p i cks i t uP. it wi l l begin to suck, 

thou~ th ~re is no lon~er any milk, simply as a matter 

0~ habi t. This is especially noticeable if the child is 

fT'~ ~htened, l romedi!ltelv it runs howling to be picken 

bv i ts mother . snd once safely in her arms and with her 

nippl ~ I n I ts mouth, feeling secure from danger, it 

obs e~ " <' 6 th~ worl n arolmn wi th sidelong 1l1ances and may 

even suffer with equanimity the near approach of the 

alRrming s t~anll~r from whom it fled in terror. Even 

qui t e big children, five or six yesT's old, who have long 

los t hal>it of sucking, seem to find comfort when frightened 

in phys ~cal contacts wi th their mother ' s breasts, clutching 



them with their hands or burying their faces there. 

On the subject of thumbsucking , I could not ar~ive 

at any specific details as to the reasons why some 

children do it and at what age s it was done . There 

warp e lot of variations , hence I find it difficult to 

generalize on the subject matter. However, I discovered 
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that somp children were determined thumb-sucke r s e ven 

thnugh they are well fed, while others , although sufferin~ 

f~~m malnutrition are not thumb-sucke r s . On one of my 

visits T found a child of seven ye A~s a sleep in class with 

htn thumb in his mou th. Children of va r y ing ages indul ged 

in tht- habit. The a ges range fr om ver y young babi es t o 

grown upa. I met a gi r l i n Primary ,1,_ suck ing he r 

thumb. 

year"" . 

She i s between the app~ of thirteen and four te en 

Th e hab i t is greatl y frowned upon an~ every attempt 

l a made t o s top i t. The me tho~s a dopted to put an end 

to t h is hAbi t i s rathe r crude. More often than not the 

efrorts made a r e no t succesBful . Scol ding, cutti ng the 

thumb and appl ying pepner to the wounds or pa'l'+ing the 

thumb \Vi th 1:>1 tter tas tinp- l iquids are some of the methoc."s 

<'mo 10 ' ed t o stop th~ h~1:>i t. In 80m'" cas'. the thumb i~ 

h" r i age,l 0'" he 1« given a strong slap 0'" knock on the hand 

." "",ver b n o"ta thE' thumb into b1" mouth. 
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"ucking ,,'ontinues ror eightee'1 months or two year 

in the cas" o~ a healthy child, but if the mo~her thinks 

her "~il~ ls ~elicate ahe will g~ on reeding it considerably 

lon~e~ even till it ia three years old. 

On the ~hol e there are no harA and raat rules about 

the time s~lid rooo is introduced tn he child. This 

1 r mainly bp.cauRe the time n" '~eaning a" T have already 

mentioned, varies a lot. There were cases here children 

o~ the fl~" or rO'lr yea,-s were still breRst-reeding, 

al'hOlgh they had already been introduced to solid rood. 

However r realised that there was the tendency or introducing 

solid ~ood during the teething period. By this time, it 

ic r"d on ordinary porridge. B\ t, 8 S he grows older he 

1s fed on other sort rood like "izi1:r.i", the staple rood 

or tt ~eshies. This is ma0.e rrom grounded cassava and 

~flde lnto a sort of pasty. He is red during the ordinary 

mealtimes of tbe household. This is'usually accompsnied 

'1'~ he more ten,jer pieces 0" mea' cut small by the mothpr 

w< th hf' tpeth. s" that thev can easily be s.."llow"". 

''henpver the moth"T' T'e-t'lrnR rrom thE' lllB"kp+ she i'1c1'10.e6 

ShE' then 

breaks fl pi ce sne Q: ves it to to" ct-l1d. 

ADa"t f"om the 0;0. hits or rood wt-i~h the child might 

hE' lv n wt'lc the mothe" is busy preparins ~"od rOT' the 

f 'hpr 0" the hO'lseholl, in msjority or c,,~ps, the child 

is Q: nc,."lly red w'tl' thf' "T'est 0" the ra'll11". The "hi1d 

el he held on the mothc" ' " l~p or slts on thp Q:rou'1d 

qOf' "'n ~ V"" to .. c"ilil a morsel, 

~T'~ is no re lar reeding of the cbil· ln many 

Wb~ eve~ he e pre"ses the desi"e to eat, he i~ 

~lven ~"mothln t~ "qt. Tn 'llany lnstancp~, ~other9 are 

t) givin eir 'l~-~n f~od lust to eOD tnero 



away from worrying them (the mothers). The general 

pi~ture r':lund the a",ea was that many of the children had 

acq1!ired the astounding pot- belly which is a familiar 

s i3:h t among children 01' the r "ral areas. 

were improporti onate to their bodies. 

The i '" stomschs 

There were case~ however in which some mothers 

tried '0 r~uulate the amount 01' rood their rQildrp~ ",te. 

Aeter ~~eding the child for sometime during the meal 

t'mps, the mother then looks at the child's stomach and 

rem"lrk', "Heh, voulfull, I think, this is enough 1'or 

vou. Get some fish and get up. " In many cases the 

child cries, to show that he is not satisfied. The 

mother I'em"lins adamant, and that ends it. If the 

p''''andmothel' is in the group she will a lways plead for 

the (',hUd to be given a little more to eat. 

The general tendency was to get the child to eat 

'It all cost. I me a mother who was worried because 

her next door neighbour's infant was gaining more 

wei~ht than her own, and, believing that tbe 1'amily 

~reettge ss well a s the child's health was at stake, 

she had tried to stllff him wi tb more food than he could 

consume. The baby naturally unaware of the competitive 

~ptrit, refused to take any part in this weight- gaining 

r"l~e and showed his lack of interest by merely fiddling 

with tbe food she offered him. 

An0thpr "oman complained thst her child was a poor 

eater. From the start therefore, sbe had insisted 

tbet hpr baby take wbatever food was offered him, honestly 

tbinking tbat in this w~ she was making it easier for 

him t"'l ~Hl i!'< meal 'ithout fuss. This was exactly 

.,hn t dt ~ not happen ani in a very short while eacb meal 

t'oT' th~ chl1 Qa" bpcom" a battl" O'ro'm"j of wills, 
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some ,,111ldren who had submitted to being stut'1'ed 

far beyond their ne 4 ds, had as a result become stodgy 

and f'at, and were less active than other children of the 

same age. I noticed also that they had not yet learnt 

to walk while other children of the same age were 

walking. One little girl, just under a year, looked 

llke a groteque pin-cushion doll, she was abnormally 

1'at. 

There are three meals dai ly. The first one is 

usually taken at eight or thereabouts in the morning. 

The f'irst meal is usually cold, consisting of kenkey-balls 

and f 1 sh cooked, fri ed or smoked the previous day. The 

second meal is taken after midday. This is a bigger 

meal and includes a stew or soup 01' 1'ish, meat and 

vegetRblea accompanied by several pounds of starchy 

1'ood - cassava fufui, kenkey or dzidzi. This meal is 

qlli te el"borately prepared. Th,. meat is often first 

<'ooked before being added to the SOUp. The red hot 

peppers, without which no s~up is considered eatsble, 

are boiled separately and then care1'ully ground in a 

woolen bowl before being added to the stew. The okros 

are p~r-bojled and then beaten into a slime before they 

are etirred into the rest. Red palm oil o~ grounded 

gro'tnmuts are often added. 

The evening meal is similar to the midday one. 

Tho wi~e has to cook the meals for her husb~nd and 

children, and send the basins o~ 1'ood to the husband's 

t'nmpounti by a son or daughter. 

~he boys ~ther round the dish with the older 

brothe~s, Y"'1ng uncles, ani cO:lsins. Table manners Rre 

stmpl p and p~imitive. Fingers are the only implements 

~~VP thr hip- woodpn spoons used to j1 sh "flt the soup. 



It is gnod ma~~prs to wash hands befn~e an~ afte~ 

meals, and this is insiated upon. To belch loud y 

an; ope~ly ia a marv of apprpci~tion of the food. 

In some C~QpS it is ~n indication of satiafaction. 

Greediness and qnatching titbits f~om the common diah 

m~ts with strong disapproval, anj the child learns 

from his earliest yearq to let h s seniors hsve first 

nick. He is not to touch t~e meat or fish till an 

elder han'ts hIm a piece. It i c not only to his own 

Ron that a father gives meat. A rude, lazy boy can 

expect little or no meat; a helpful, pleasant, popular 

boy recelve~ plenty. Girls are sim11arly treated by 

their mothers, aunts, elder sisters and g~andmothers. 



ELI M I N A. '1' IO N. 

Th~ child i s sub jected to an intensive campAign 

a t a V"'r" early period, at times wi thin a month or 

t'NO after birth t~ howel training, Zealous mothers 

o~ten take a comnetitiv~ pride in accomplishing th,. 

trainjn~ as earl as pos~ibl"'. 

"/hpn the cpild has yet not cultivated the habit 

of mAking his wants known by signs, the mother before 

she puts her baby to bed holds it in her arms and says, 

'ssassssss ' to the child - meaning it should urinate, 

Tt generally happen" that after a few trials or entreaties 

th", baby urinates and tp en it is allowed to sleep_ 

During thB period the tendency is that of persuasion, 

but when the chilil comes to the age of about six and 

upwards when it is then 01'1 eno'1gh to bpgin makincr hi" 

W~n"s kno'i'm by variol19 signs, such ss putting his hAnds 

on his genitals. or grunting or wrigglincr or becomes 

flushed or arovs a slight tens'on in the legs it 

becomes a metter of fore p , Once s while the ~other 

fpel~ th tpqtic eR anit 1f th~' pre drawn 1n then it 

q1 nifiee he wants t o empty hip bowels. The mother 

f p" h("llrl~ l-t~m nn a not AT' BT>T"Al1 'pc hF"r f'pp.+ in 8. q+ ('11 

k no"i tiC)n for the bahy to s; ton, Th .. baby is 

1 "\6 'e i ,~~ perf)!",; ng '~hen he feele< 11 kp ; t, a babY iR 

",11 on p:)t 1"\" 0T1 the mothpy's fF'pt as plT'e do' 

i1:"i at "reJuent tntprv 1 d ,"'''' th ·a '1'1" 

, 't'~n wti=h i· T''''00 ly UP~O~~)T'table ~0r ~i A&k 

ne I .. no b2. k. At nigh+ tl")O l-te 1 ~ aIel) ~""')use' R V°T" 1 

o AliMln te 1t·Al~, nf AT hp s111 r·~. 'hip 

th .,. 'T'h- "HIL 



P,v thr"',. most 

chi l 'i.~"'''' hav", a~'luir"'d regul ar bowel habits and rarely 

8011 t hems e l ves. At thic .,tage sitting on the pot 

or on t he mother ' s feet hes b"rome a normal an" plM~Rnt 

" "'twPt>!l the ages of two end three, all ch11dren 

cont i nue to have a nat1Jral curiosity about the stools, 

ann t h 1s prompts them on occasions to touch them and 

comettmes smear them around eithpr on themselve~ or o~ 

the furniture and wal l s. When this happens the mother 

becomes angry and scolds the child bitterly. 

There 1s no tl.me lim1 t for bowel and blad"",,, 

t"'~in1ng. It continues up too t,he time the mother 

feels that the, child has s topped soiling 1 tself. When 

they reach the stage of walking and talking easily, 

children are expected not to defecate indoors in the 

day tim", but to be asked to be taken outside or to run 

01lt themselves. A lapse meets Wl tt a strong disapproval 
"nt 

from the m thpr end a reprimand. ""ar vou ~o outside 

Do yon not know that you are already 

old enough? " The child learns in response to the 

expertstior that it is capable of normal behaviour in 

that respert. 

The moth"r is always anxious abont the f"Ar"~ crf 

~er child, and after eliminAtion ~h", exsminee jt snd 

cr'ticieee its quanttty and quality. ~en not Ratisfied 

wi t1- t ehe shows it to an" oth",.. e11eT'ly w"",an in the 

h~uge who rem!lrk~, "Oh, Kat" i"! not ... ell, Y')tl better 

1 Vf> him som" .. nema. h' ~ f'tomqch is 'spoilt' {not 

/I t times too whpn thp ('hj ld brea1cs 

... 1", nn" the odou" 1 0 f'Clul, thp moth"- aga1n "omplsins, 

"'leh K,'fi, the inside of' y'1ur st'lmach is smellin", J 

pave t('l ~1 VP. yO'l 80mp mp.nicine t') take .. 1, 
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The mother ' B greatest w,.,"'ry a')out her child is 

when he has constipetpd or is ~uffering from dysenterv. 

If by chance thp child discha,.ges blood in hi sTools 

then it is believed that a witch is eating up his 

in+e~tin€'s an'" in lIlfI")' cases a medicine man is consulted. 

t'nre oft .. n than not a hE'n and a few other things aN' 

demande~ before medicine is given. This may eith~,. 

be a few roots or leaves boiled in water or to be used 

as en~ma. 

Be~-wetting and soiling onesself are sternly 

f,.owned upon and a child who continues to do thesp js 

~ivE'n nicknames. A child of seven or more who still 

wets his mat may b e carried to the sea-shore early one 

morning, with his mat tied around him. Flis body and 

fa~~ 18 th~~ bpsmE'sred with ash or mud. ChilclJ"en 

from np p-hbol,,.j ng houses then follow wi tb songs and 

lee"'s to the see-shore or the nearby river. He 1s 

then pushed into the wate"'. On getting out from the 

w t l' hf> chaseR tho" ,.rowd tryin" to cat"h one of them. 

It is believed that he transfe,.s the bad habit to the 

(me he cateh e 

Wh"n the ehild has learnt to walk, h", 1s taught 

to perform eliminat<on by himself. Whenev",r he feels 

to defecate hI" tells the mothpr. "Ma puu" (a sp"cial 

toilet lenVlage); he is then asked to gn tn the back-

Aft"" being there for sometime 

th .. mothe'" shouts for him end asks, "Flave you finished?" 

S~c e~ ~~ps tn cleen his rectum and insnect thp faeces. 

At hf> age of' four ann a1">nve the child starts (,oing 

tc) th .. pnbl ic avatorv h1,"R P lf' whene-vel' he feels to. 

An e may mpet his fath~l' or other older rpIRtives . ith-

Flp ~ay even use the next 

h)le tn th" one being used bv h1~ fa·beT' nr any other 

~lo r l' lnt1vp. t~'~tlv sp~6kin~ it 1~ one of th" 

a es wh~'" re meet bese peopl". !''' ch nora th .. the"', 



for th" chil""'en live in th" hnmes of their mothers. 

When the mother i~ goi ng to the lavatory she takes 

along th .. daughter, and she may use the next hole to 

that bei~v used by th" mother. 

When the child breaks the wind adults around 

just lallgh over it. If he does it during meals the 

plate or pot containing the food is put on his head 

and every body takes a morsel 0'" two before it is 

b"'~'· j\t down. Informants could give me no reasons 

for this a~+i n. If the smell is detected but the 

culprit does not own up a lot is cast to find him out. 

This usually takes th form of a rhyme and the one on 
...... \ ..... "" 
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~ the last word ends is supposed to be the culprit. 

Th, rhyme is as follows "Koko, nanu, bafi, tono, saki, 
>' bonte, manya, kon. This happens only among the young. 

Adult a 1ust take the whole thing non-chalantly. An 

adult, especially the men, may break the wind with a 

loud noise, and if p~r chance there is a friend around 

he rather recites some appellations of praise, or cpllS 

a'lt his drinking names. This may happen before his 

Strikingly enongh women do not break wind 

in public. 

When a child has hiccough, the mother tears a 

small piece of cloth and puts it on the child's scalp. 

She then dips her hands into water snd puts it on the 

crild's tongue to drink. In the absen~e o~ e piece 

af clotb a small stick (broom or match) 1~ pla~ed on 

the calp. 

B~lching has no altogether lost its fn"'mer 

at17n1.fiC'ance. Fnrme,.,lv when a ch11~ bel~hed durin~ 

me 1 S 1 t sip;nified his satis<'ectinn, anr' he "ae not 

allnwpd to continue. This has now chRnged and when 



it oc"nrs the "l()+her ius t remarks casually , "Hey, 

are you satisfied, let me look at your stomach ?" 

But dnring breast-feeding, mOT'e often than not, the 

feeding is discontinu~d. There is the belief that 

when the child belches on th~ breast during feeding, 

it might result in the mother's breast getting swollen 

ut>. 



"'OTn~ T)EVELOPHENT. 

The ~ar~ taken over th~ ehl1n when an infant babv 

q~~ th~n After he has learnt to walk are poles apart. 

Thnre is th~ gpner_l attitude of mind that the infant 

baby wh~n not handled carefully may break his kne~k, 

limbs Or ba~kbone. As such great care. is taken in 

handling it. During this stage, wh enever he is carried 

on the back, the cloth used in supporting him reaches as 

far as the back of his head and his ha nds are well tucked 

in and bound together with his legs and feet. Care i s 

taken so that the head does no t drop back. As already 

stated, the r~8son for clothing wh i ch purpos el y p revents 

movempnt is that it h ol d s the infants de l i ca t e pa rts in 

plqce, thus avoiding his breaking any of hi s parts. 

From the time of its birth up to the t i me it has 

learnt to walk, which varie s a l o t in a ges, the ch ild i s 

The mo t hpr does a lot of t he carrving, 

dur<n~ thp veri ad when he is s till t enner and de licate. 

But as hiq mua cles become stronger, an ol de r si s ter may 

b,. tl"lIsted with hi s carr:vi ng. when t he mothe r is very 

busy. At times t h .. grandmother or an aunt might give 

~4. 

Bv the age of four months he has al~~ady 

b"'glID to emprge f r om his uttpr physinaJ helplessness and 

of comrlpt .. lm .... ons'""j onsness of the world around im. He 

n9n llSllAll y rai s e up h i s hpAd whe'" lying prone. Roll 

t~T'nm f')ne si1~ t o another, and make himself 1 ight wh"n 

hls moM,.", bend'l to lift him. He can push wi th h i s feet 

~ not th e fl oor , and whpr he11. can hol~ his own head 

He p l ays with h i s hands and carrif's them t.o his 

~!1/'" h. 

~y th~ tim~ he 1~ nine months ol~ he has a~vanc~o 

By thi q sta~e h~ ean usuflllv roll ri~ht 

'vpr frnm hi b ck t h1 F s t~mp cr and ~k~s attempts to 

e't up. 



A movable contrivance 
ror learning to walk. 

Why all these worries. 
I shall walk when it is 
time ror me to do so! 



;5. 

to support him from falling over. A youn er sister 

may also be asked to sit behind him t o check his fa l ling 

0"er .. This continues until h ~ lea r ns to si · 

props. He now uses hi s hand s to rea~h crumble b ang, 

grRsP an~ splash. ';;very materi a l wi t.hin hi s reach h .. 

want~ to handle, s uck and bite. 

At the a ge of ten month s and above, the child i s nnw 

able to crawl rap idly along the floor, r a ise himself up 

to a standing posit ion and ay take one or two stagger i ng 

steps. If after t he twe l th month t he chil d has not 

start EQ t o walk the mother becomes worried. ~ttemDts 

arp made t o let him wal k . The most popula~ method t is 

th e '16e of a t hree - wheeled contrivance purposely made for 
mr lr ..... 'b1"'Tl 

thi~ . Thos e who cannot afford it, try to 'stand up, t h en 

on .. person stands in f ront of him and bekons t o him to 

P'T' o r: d. Sh p S~ys, "Ba, ta-tas, ta- taa, ta-taa, " and 

Wh r hp i s t ir ed o~ 011 the~e worries, hI' sits down and 

,...'" ~ 1. t out. "'hI' mother raises him up t"l ing him h~ 

1 8 ~ " 0'1~ thRt "hiln~en he is olie' tha'1 have sta~ted 

If' this is not su~cessful. and the chilr' too 

,, ("> ,>0 n t mnk" an', attpmpts to walk, other attempts a1'e 

~q, p to make h im s t anding conscious. He may be taken 

t~ t he pa -~hor. where a hole is made in the sani an 

ab ov p iS knee s, thus ke ping him in a etanding posi 'on 

In snme 

8 S" he i even douched with some mpci"ine~ to mak him 

s h" is c-1 ven a 

11 h of mashed yam mixed wi t'J palm "il ani 'in efT . 



I told you so! 



For the 1'1rst fp'N montp ~ a1'ter he has learnt to 

walk, his ~ovements are cJn1'ined to the pouse. His 

motor activities are con1'i ned t o t he house an,j an eve 

10 kept o~ hi~ movements. At th i s stage he becomes 

a real nll1sance to the moth er a nd other adul t s in the 

house. He 1s a cons tant menace to proper ty - bre~king 

plAt"" and pots , spill ing the SOllP, t earin g books, pouring 
and 

ea~~ into th~ r~n of wst~r,/upsett ng ob1 ~c ts arrange d 

"Ihen such t h i nE's 

A t1'> e "P;~ of three or 1'0'11' when i + has s+art":! 

t" t~lk <'l UE'l1tlv , and can run about, its effective ~an~e 

of conto ~ts includes al l t he memb Qr s of the jo i~t f~jly 

en,j probabl y t hoBe of c10sely rela ted neip"hbour ing 

Fortlln8 t~ly. t he only road in t he tOW'1 is a 

veT' '' poo~ sp ec im"n of wha t o~e migh t te1'l1l a 6tre"t or 

f''' ' . These l eave t he to'm earl y in the morning f or 

Ar~~A and t he nther vl11~ges arounj the area. As such 

the qUPE' t ion of ~oad crossin,," does not arise. The idea 

of ge t in£ l ost i s a di s tant one, <'or the soc i " l s pace 

1- s urh that the whole group knows the child, and whenever 

h" w"nders 01'1' in to any house he i s cordially r e ceived and 

1a tel' r .. turn ed to the mothe T' . 

"'he chi l d w110 is not very acti ve is a SO'lr~e t" 111s 

"''' ~, ""re~ 1 "'lv H' t111s 1s no+ hi" ~omlal behav1o'1"t'. 

T + 1 s 1'kpn f or "ran te·i that one f th" symptO'l1B of' i Iln~sB 

w n 'he l1i li become~ inActive and "1t" st\ll. T1'>e 

" ,. p ly e8 :rnt t n t a l k, he rre - be a'3ked tn say what a110 

r1~, a d 1~ he does not give any sAtiof'Actory anower then 



Swimming forms a greatt< 
.. part of children's motor 
ac t i vi ties. 



this is nnquccessful then the medi("ine man is consul tei. 

I t is d'1"ing tris period of the ch "ld' s life that 

he is fu l l of inventive and creative ld p as, and he is 

1"111 of physical acti vi tiea. He c l imbs coconut trees 

t o steel some of the fruits. He chases lizards, hunts 

blrd~ with stones and catapults he has made himself. 

37. 

lTp to the age of six or seven a gr"at deal of play 

especially that of boys, co~siste in sheer motor e~ubersnce. 

Smal l boys run about, leap, prance for the pleasure of 

it 1n a totally unorganised way Some fix wheels, using 

discarded string reels, to flat boards to form a sort 

of miniature truck. One sits on this and he is pushed 

by his friend or brother. When he has had his turn 

the next one haves his share too. Othe"s use discarded 

bicycle wheels as 'lorries'. There may be races with 

thesp to find the best 'driver'. The owner 'vho acts 

Be 'driver' sometimes takps on passengers. He holds 

thp hanis of one or two other friends and sends them all 

"Mmning to t.he other end of the p1sying field. Others 

f1x poles in the ground place one across and do high 

'~ping. Some row themselves on broken pieces of 

discarded boats while the rest swim in the nearby lagoon. 



H"'-""-~'3 b":""'oL.> """,,-ol L.:.()o....rJ..o 
w;~ ()v e..,"):: ~r....A.t. 



S LEE P. 

The chi l d ' s sleep is of' conc ern to the mother not 

f'o r any ph;rsiologlcal reasons but f'or the r e spite it 

giVf"$ her, thus allowing her t 1.me t o s ee t o her work, 

usunlly the f'ishing industry. An indif'f'e ren t sleeper 

1s a sort of' worry to the mother. The mo t her woul d 

say. "Ah vou are a devil , what s ort of child is this 

won ' t you sl ep a bit?" She th~n calls an elder siste r 

of the child t o carry it for a while s t her b ack , to 

see if it would sleep a bit. At t i mes a hurried col d 
c.".I. 

beth 1~ given, ~ the breast i s f or ced i nto h is mou t h as 

an induc~ment to sleep . 

Al though mos t b abies who are well spend t he b et t er 

)8. 

;ar~ of' their first fe w mon ths i n sleepi ng , great diffe rence s 

1n Ipngth end soundness of sleep obta i ns i n differen t 

~h 11drsn. fs they grow olde r t he amount of s leep va r ies. 

I t i s on l y when the chi l d 1 s very young that the moth~r 

worri"s eboll t the t ime h e shoul d go to bed. But when he 

begins t o 101n hi s friends in even ing plays ~he moth er ' s 

interost ~ec,.eases . he ms~' not even know where the 

eM 11 "lept. 

Gene rall y, t he mother ~oes to sleep with the husband 

who qtav~ els ~where, in several cases not in The same 

n t ~hb ')' lrhood . I n some c~ses the chi l d might be asleep 

b~ ~ ~e ~hc l~ ~ves f'n~ the husband ' s home. At times too 

th ~ ~hlld migh t b e in the company of other chilnren. qhe 

I t is only th P little one she 

" "~1 S t'1 t he h ushand f €I home. As the distance i~ a b1t 

l'1n ... th", ch11 d. 1''1118 asleep befo,. .. she reaches the1"e. 

Shp th-~ prnna re" a mA.t. n tho 1'1001' And put" him on 1t. 

In """1"n",.. '11' a r oom which i s uSnd bv six to seven, In 



14 S.~ 
so on. All these ~hild~pn just ~ a mat or two. Some 

~~P~1 nn onp remain o on th~ mat. General l the girls 

a~p separaten from thp boys. If even all of them sleep 

in the o"me room, the boys group in one corner and the 

gir l s in ano ther. This usually leads to s exual activittps 

dllr<ng the night. Boys who a~e a bit grown, between 

thp ages of eight, nine and above get to t~e girl s ' side 

an:l. have sex""l intercourse with the'IJ. 

I d1s~overed that in majority of cases fear was 

uo".,' as an inducement to sleep thsn threats. This 

oc('urpr1 in CAses where they had more than one wife. In 

su h f''1~po, slenping in the h' sband's house was on monthly 

bAsia, and BS ths woman was more often engaged in the 

fi~hlng work, she must see that her child sleeps in time, 

in ord~r to give her time to see t~ her fish. Thp child 

j~ tol r1 t~ "lose his eyes otherwise Ameni (an insen o person 

1n th .. Ares) would come snd tak.- him SIVAj'. In SOr1e cases 

+h .. li;:rhT 'AS put off Rnd he was told not to open his 

eyes, or 'koo koo' (baby-tAlk for animals) w~uld carry 

Thp mo+ho~ ~icrht oven mak' some pretendec noises 

t., imprns o 'lpon the child's min" thq t the anima had entereil 

1h r am t1. r :iv, B.n'; s") h s:'1.o11d nl"'\t 0pen hjo eveR.. 

"ot~ers NO'f'ry q lot whe1 'heif" c-hilr11"en have sleepless 

t a sip:n thot sompPi i Q \'""on wi tl hi m. 

's 

t Tf' t 

tlPD All BISP; ions of' her bein~ t 

10 P e f'P 



L O. 

F !!: A L T R. 

Amon~ the people the inf~nt is believed to be a 

('r, 3t> a ~~i ",,1 "'''om a1'l ima17inary world of the 3nir1 ts 

and t>P1'lAP hi~ ways a"" l)erculi'l.rly inexplicable. He 

~ome~ d1"p~t y frnw the ancestral haunts into the parents ' 

Fln1 folks ' ken m.vsteriously and often unawaited. Fence 

hI' takes on menacing and dangerous quali ties from th; ~ 

~"nt!l~t. His Nays are in addition all his own, and 

anything inexplicable is feared and must be discreetly 

handled. Infancy is thus a period of danger approxi~ting 

sirkness. For tt>is reason in the early years the child 

ront1nllally being Dreated, protect"d or cleansed of 

thp cO'l.tlng of' th" "hostlv wOT'ld. This ~ondition persists 

lJ1'lt11 the infant pmer!1es in the plain and understandable 

chora ter as a social unit, confoT'ffiable and comparable. 

to the rest of men, that is, in his social character as 

"n 'l.llxili"ry bT'parl-wlnn"", worker, cult-fellow or heir. 

~l"1n~ the days of infancy, traces of ghostly 

]'lfl'lpn~PA a1:ide, even "fter the infant has been made to 

r~~t o"'r t p hold of the spi,.its. As such there aris"s 

o host ~~ pT'C'l)hylActic me"f'UT'f'S employe~ to S'lT''''' nd the 

\nf~t with a s,,-Ppty zone. Things that are unsccounted 

')r lin" st"ange ;~pl" sC'me fearsome ('ontact with the 

ma1i n nry of tpe spirits, and must be warily gua"n~d 

Ii lnst ~or the in~ants sake. 

l< ny of he ail'TIp]'l+s that befR'l the child aY'" also 

S ') 8ed t~ he throl~h thp influence of "nemies, 11ke 

t f +her's other wife. Tf per ~h n'e she has no 

~ 11d'~n then the evi~enc" • c)nrlus;ve. Illness may 

pI C' bE' ·'a 1 e1 by brE'aki ~ of tabo"~, e1 ther T'elig1011s 

0" ~lc'll. 'alicio'ls c l"ses of an enpwy may also be 

tt>" ('all e. Fenc,. fI I the 10 of prerall ti ')nary measures 



against evi l - spirits, ghosts, witches and enemies. 

Onr ~ ~ whi l e a Ch ild who might be playing with 

cold wate r might be asked to "et awe." from it, in orde r 

not to ,.atch col d, but no emphasis is plAced on the 

prohib1t10'1. I sa'" on manv occasions "h11dren nla"in!, 

1'or R whfl l e dav in stand j.ng pools wi tr.out a'1" older 

person ~sking them to stoP. There may also be a casual 

rebuke about over- eating, but generally there is no 

seriousness about the warning given. No care 1s taken 

abol1t the health of the chil~, and everything 1s left to 

chanee. I once met R child who had accidentally cut 

h1s toP. When he staT'te1 crving and we went near to 

find Ol,t wh"lt was wrong, an older person who joined us 

just 8sked one of the ehl1dren in thE' group to urinate 

on the wound. Another person sugFested sand being 

poured jnto it. 

When A child is sick, the first person to be consulted 

the medi~ine men, who after consulting his gods, "ives 

th- reAson and causps of th sickness. He then gives the 

p~rpnts some medicinea with lnstructtons as to thei~ use. 

OpnpT'nlly the sick chilc1 is trpsted with great kindne~ 

Not only does his family see 

that hi' o:et" well, but all the neighbonrs help to keep 

an eye on him. 

him. 

Anyone who passes by drops in to visit 

nformants t-l1 me that the mortality rate is 

pnOrTn!)UB. 'alaria fever. 'Kwasiokoi Ablami ( a kino of 

1'alntino: fits or stroke) and Mal'1utrition are a constant 

drain upon the rhildren's health. In majority of cases 

thE'v ~P6"1 ted in (lea tho 

f'ompE'rin" the alZes b .. t"pen wh1~h most of the children 

i t ~ • n~mel from two to fou~ years, T had the fep11ng 

that malnutrition was thp causp o+' msj0rity of the 1eaths. 



During this p~riod many of the women have a new baby 

and they l~vish all their care and attention towards it 

that they forget about the other child. As such he ie 

insufficiently fed and receives no protection against 

illness. Inquiry into the history of a number of 

families shows that most mothe r e see only about half of 

th~tr children reach maturity. 



PHYSIGAL CONTACTS, MASTURBATIONS, SEX PLAY. 

By and large the only period the whole fam11y 

takes gr~Qt interest in the child is before he has learnt 

to wall<, Generally, the father is the one who rather 

takes the least interest in the child. Wi thin the 

first few months after birth, when the mother has not 

sta"ted going to the man's honse, he visits them in the 

evenings when he does not go afishing. In many cases he 

may not even to, ch the baby, but only asks about h1~ 

heal t " fr0m the mother or grandmother. 

As the child grows, he begins to take interest in 

him an m,," on some occasions put him on his lap, or 
I ' 

",,1 Be his aI"1lS .vhile he converses wi th the wife. He is 

generally not demonstrative in his affection for the baby 

and spenos little time in keeping it company. His 

fishing: business keeps him away a lot, and apart from 

th~t he stays 1n a different houae. As such he does 

not see pnough of the bahY to keep track of the little 

nail" ch"n ;'"p~ that make the deyelopment of a small child 

absorbing. He has no opportunity to acquire the intimacy 

which th~ daily ~eedings, baths, and outings bring about. 

On the brief occasions when he pays him a Yisit and doea 

try to play with him, he is apt t~ ~eel somewhat 

s+ n , awkwn n and sel~-conscious. Th" ~ather's deep 

v0ice. rourh clothes, rough palms, and awk ard hand11ng 

ell spem stren~ to the baby whn, instean of seeming 

pIe 'ed, i'! ] ikely to cry or m"ke a fu 9. A father, too, 

often fa"l that all this 'baby ouein","e' is "asentiall" 

a woman's 1ob, end is " little "fraid to .,r"b nd end "e 

nat' ral ~o" fear of looking f0olist. 

Oee rionally he may hold it in hi- arm. His 

firs e says in this direction are of s tentat1ve 

Vb n h • first-born is lqid on his lqp he 

a- B V Y 1n ar v an with He T'e~t at f'C! tion, th 

r 1 '0 ca.rei'lll 



an~ iving instructions and criticism of his efforts. 

He is tol~ to put his arm" furthe~ unoernesth it, not 

to let his head drop b~ck, and simil~r pOints, all of 

wh ich he obeys meekly, consc1ous of his ignorance in 

this sphere of female knowledge. 

As the child grows and its body gains strength it 

i~ r"arried round in t.he arms or at the back of the women 

of the househol~, or 0" its elder brothers and sisters. 

Kissing is not indulged in as a general practice, 

and y,henever it is done it is just of a casual na ture and 

ins t inc ti ve. Once a while an aunt or the uncle of the 

child rna, raise him up from the ground kiss him slightly 

on thp ch .. eks and place him down agsin. At times too 

while the child is tied behind the back of his mother a 

relatlvp of ~prs or ~riend might bend over ann ~ive it a 

kiss, adding a stroke and asking about his health. 

Th mothe .... might leav" thp child at home in the 

('" ...... of his 'Iun+ or grandmother. When th~ child sees 

the m,,+h~r s""rive fT'om the ma~ket h(> r'lUP towards her. 

41+. 

The mothpr sboutR "6..wa wa atuu" (Thi s is an exclamation 

of welc~mp). They embrace each other. The child reaches 

only the legs f the mother. He then opens his arms 

wine fa .... th .. mother to raise him up, and carry him. This 

incident might also happen whenever a relative drops in. 

T t 1s u",ually on sllch oc"as10ns that a kiss is given. 

Vor .. often it is an automatic affa'T'. 

"'1 ckl in i" not <'ommonl v inil,,} "ed in. There is the 

n~ ion +h~t when c~r"'ied on in exceSR. and the child 

V I onRci~'slv breake the w nd, he might die. A t times 

is ~ppliei when a child rr"fuses t~ give out an oblrC't 

th" mother iohes to get aW8" "rom him. Rp is tickled 

ane 1n hie attenpt to wr1SRlp ~r l~llgh it is ~ot rrom 

him. 



Th .. "h ild may bp rock .. d whpneve" a n at t emut is 

bp'ng made to let him stop c~ving. 

1- ~d1·~ - ( 1 ) " Taa taa t e-

Usually a rhyme 

Yee yee yee 
Aafia maa 
Yaa yaa wus1 oo~ 1t 

(2) "Kaafo kaafo 
Sika- kpo ko ho osen 
Kaa fo ni mako kwe ospr ." 

Literal meaning of No. 2. 

Do not c ry 
There i ~ a piece of gol d nu t 
in your throa t 
Stop crying el se someone may s ee it. 

On the whole , I had the feeling that f ami l y sentiment 

~~" ~~tlp it i s not an uncommon sight to see smother 

holiinp- he ... c r ild OT' her kn"e~ 'ani! l ooki ng f ondl y at it 

wi t" ,smil tn p- ey .. s , t hen ('atc.-hino- it un wi th a sudden 

movempn t , then bpgin to press her n0se in a re.t'n~ of 

Aff . -t ' o to t h e chi l d ' s no~e, its cheeks, its ears, it~ 

hT'p aFl ' an i t o C AN' •• it, other" b ehave towards thei" 

hlld" . n s s i ~ t h .. y were enemies. Such ua-sionate displays 

nf aff' e - t ' on are rare in public, but in the tones of thp 

v )i e,the pr otec tive curve of the hand, the look of pride 

in th e eye of the mothe"', one' m~y note the average mother ' s 

re rd. 

The f qthe r may sometimes rel~x an~ a180 pive way to 

S'l'r aff ectionete demonstrations. He holds his youn~ 

chIld i n h i s a"'ms or plac.-ee it on his beaostead, and 

bending )Ver it nuzzles it an makes p1"et n~ed bites at 

Its ""se anci cr .. eks, s"d kis !'t "'h"" as I have e re,,"v 

';'/hen von 

r . 1" h~ c.-k, witr I ts hesi n~n ll~g q' OT'e slde, while 

n on w n 1e r s' 

Th T'e 1'\£ 1 1 ') 



look at his ~wn son so callously as i~ the child was 

his e1emv. There are cases, es~ecially when the man 

hss many wives, in which for w~ek~ on eni the fathe~ 

.''l'lld n"t have seen his child. As sucb it has been 

difficult fo~ me to ac~p~ ani give a standardised 

opinion of the stren~th and range o~ the sentiments 

of the people towards their children. 

Curiously enough, the little interest there is in 

the child. I/ane~ a he grows older and the extent of 

hi~ nhyeicel ~ontpDts with the mother widens. His 

cont9cts are now more with other children than with his 

~'m'" ,."'';1.1'Tle'''· j S f'"oing on, or disp'ltes (l.re being settled. 

'Ie bppdns +" associate \Vi +h PrOllPS of o+h~'" related 
n., 

~h lil,.. 'I/hl"long t'l its i!Tl11ediat,. '1lil111"11 anil t" knoV' th" 

-'P" ,.. "I"" 0" its parental homestead an~ its immediate 

From the age of five or six yesrs until 

th"y b~rome fully absol"bed into the s'lcial and eC'ln,mic 

qys+e'Tl. thr cril~ren often g'l about in smal] ~OUDS. 

"'h e ("'mpos1 ti ''In of 'I r>- i l1nen 'A "rcmp depends on various 

fn -tors. "'he most important of thes!" an" the f"lllo."ing: 

In fants still re~ ir1n~ caT's 

no age ~rO'D of older cnildr"n. 

'rhus ""<le finds a grOt1D comprisil"g chi lclron of' abo"t si '( 

(h) "'ey - "efore thf' 



Af't"r that a~e as m0bilitv i creases a'l" i'lt ~,.sts 

n1vergp ~hp SPXPB tenn to ~~nsrate. 

(c' ""he ~n""l Fll 81 t,-'~tion - :!et none of "thp~e .... 1"-1 ..::I.,..PT'1 ' .... 

The"" p'pn ..... ""s!lv +akp sPt>opp 1'T'l pa..,...ti('111Fll'" si+unt~ons anr 

thl' ~')moo~1ti on largel" depends upon tl1p situation, At 

thp ses9hore ',~pre they hplp their e11e"'~J one ~inis 

n ~')mpw' at amorphon s "roup of children an4 YO'.mg pe:>ple 

47 

of a wile range of ages. In games ani imaginative play, 

however, i i" more usual to meet small groups of restricted 

'l.~e-rsnp'''. 

A8 ~1"'P9dv mentioned, kissing is not part of thp 

np')plcs ' cultu"", ae su~h children d') not "'eceive any 

t",,'lining i n it. TheJ are not expected to kiss anyone. 

~ere we"'e no pxamples of crildren havinl" to kiss either 

in their own age-group Or tl1eir elee1"s, On sevpral 

o~·~~t'n~ I a~~ed children to kiss each otl1er out they 

A <'ew pal"pnts on mv instructions 

ask .. __ th~ir children to kiss them, but they also 

"""'fu ed. A few looked blank and did not know what all 

the f'l s " " ""out. Others showed signs of disgust 

hl'n T ""ke' them to io sn, Th"y spat on the ground, 

n""ing t~qt kissing was a filthy habit. nne hoy told 

'11 tha l1> w0uld not al10w ~is friend to spi t on hi f ceo 

Oth ro f t "hy, an' t-ied to hide their f~~ ~. 

" ma"" bly ennnp'h, " thin" the i'1f"nt is one of he 

'Jivl'i~~ wh1.~h 1.' <i n" with p"'ecis~ !,ppula:rity, Tt 

ons nt, ana it i~ <inne ot all ~osts. A sperial 

1 an or l:nrKet 

t'11e' pal" ph n~ q, 

t, 1" irl~, nit. 

k~Dt aside whi~h r~ntains the 

No e11 ~ly perq')n URF'~ an'" 04"' 

It i~ only in v rv rOT'e CBS"S tl1a t 



A child receives hie 
deily bath. 



ev"n a!' ol~er brother or sister just a t:ew months 011.6 1' 

thAn the babv sharps the u e of som~ of the articles. 

Very often this rnntai'1s a com", brush, powder, po!tlBdp
, 

n 
me~holatum, mvrrh. kernel oil, Rono, towel, a cigarette 

tin, sponge, an"! a f'ew other od"" and en:is. 

The child af'ter the first few months ot: its birth 

has thr"e baths a dav. The time t~~en on each bath is 

relatively lon~, especially the first and last ones. 

He is first of all massaged with hot water. 

are 'vpll stretched together with his legs. 

His hands 

is is 

followpd by his chest and back. The hot towel is then 

J 0 

nlaced on hi" scalp for sometime and only removed when the 

towsl becomes cold. This is repeated several times until 

the mother feels that the child has ~ enough. Attention 

to thp genital then follows Hot water is trickled from 

t:rom a cigarette tin with a hole made under it into his 

peniS an~ rectum or if a girl into her vagina and rectum. 

Tl'f'orments ell me that this process heals any sores which 

m1v~t bp in these places Special care is given to the 

~nt tale. In thp case of small girls, the vagina is one 

of thp first parts inspected whenever the child shows 

~t~o of illnpss. At times herhs And roots ~ gT'ound 

into small ball" are pushed tnt the rectum or vagina (in 

thp rASP Ot: giT'lo) to heal sores OT' to let them h~ve a 

"'irm ani stron It is a sort of doucril'~. I 

Am 1'1forme1. 

nurlng th' first ear of his life a baby explores 

VPT'V hin~ w thin his reach. First he dlsc0vera that 

his hsnis aT' his t, contT'"l Ani nlsy with. lle .~ves 

hi '!lC>' th en~ sl1('k 1. t. Later he discoverR his feet. 

He kirk~ end wa"es them in th air. ""tching the", ('orne 

ant g~ 'h RI T' sed in OT'e t, an eventually he ~arT'i~s 



49. 

trem also to his mouth. In the same way his hair, his 

ears. hi~ nose, and his genitals attra ct his atten tion 

enj his -uriosi ty at one time or another. As the 

genital regions are sens itive . he deri ves a passing plec -

Qur" in touch ing and r ubbing t hem. In i d l e mom~nts he 

may r"peat this b ehavi our . At t i me s too, a moth er b y 

over zealous and vigorous c l eaning of her child 's genita ls, 

over-stimulates t he s e regions and mekeShim unduly aware 

of it. Informants t ol d me that chi l d r en enjoy stroking 

themselveo in thes e par ts. At t i me s t hey woul d l ike t o 

b~ing t hp,m i n cont act with t hose they l ove. They woul d 

often lpan Rnd r ub th"ir rren i t al s against th,.i r pArent s . 

Mor e often moth" s lanp:h over such occur ences. A 

rather indifferent and casu~l attitude is shown. AJl 

the same ~ few mothers, s l ap the child ' s hands away 

wh .. never hI" t01\ches hI s geni tala. If the chi l d is a 

bov s omo me ' threaten him that his penis wo Id be cut 

o~f whe h~ h ol ds his g,.nitals again. He may be made 

to PHt on hi s r ompers. 

"Xl 1 pl RY bet-",een children happens frequently. 

Tt llsl1s11v O" "1\rs Rome time after fnur years of ail"', "T1~ 

ll~\1'lly t akes thp form of pr .. tend gaMes in which one chi l d 

1 s the f e 1"h"r end thp oth"r is the mother. In th"se 

onme - c ild~~T1 Rre maln1v interested in eXRmining each 

o'he rs b odIes and their iiffprences. In somp cases too, 

"t t S'1lp t" of gexual interrourR" are ma1e. Tho wi'')le 

h1n m~ v bp brief ly desc~ibed ~s ~uch. ~ft"r annourcing 

t '1at t" " eN' go i nO" to p I .. " at ""ther and 'oth"!' (Msmi 

KP P~~q). rp ~trl t~teB tn c00k ~~od r0r t~e ' rather'. 

n 'I " in ' qhps w<th it. she lays t'lble for thQ ' ''"ther ' 

~at it. ThQ 'bebv ' {mo~e often, a niece 

>If .. hed IUJ' put to bpd. The ' pal'en +8 ' thpn 

I' rin~ tete s+ "Uat t~ey 



What is cooking: Play­
ing at cooking. 
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I'ore often than nl)'. par",nts tAke a very seri 011S 

v1 pw ()f' slJch actions. The parents mAke so much show 

of this that th~y wou11 make the whole group feel wicked. 

The "bildrf'll ar~ 6('01ded and plmiehp~. n rna v ('9.se~, 

p"pprr i ~ ruhbe'l. arOlmd the tip of thp b'"ly's peniS and 

some 1s pushed into the girl's vagina. 

DI"taile1 en8 11iry hOl<ever shows that this is not 

very common. 'T'he "" 1 oethod of sexual experimentation 

at thi" ~tage of 1. p velopmen t fol ows the pattern of 

Small boys woo swpethearts ('jolly') with 

little gifts, and sexual experiments o,."ur in connpction 

wi th :l.~n('; ne 0" bv ch"ncE' opportlmi ties. 

A girl and her little * I Ii ........ brothers 
have their bath. 



N~ke'np " ~ ~o~mo n,, ~t nf th~ daily-l ife of the 

Tpshie child and paren ts on t he whole pay no attention 

Even chil dren '0 

B~P Attpni l~g schoo l expose th emsel veR when ever they 

rh 'l"i~en ~ould go abo,"t wi thO'lt any clothing up t" the 

E _ flo I)"" ("'even 0!"' eight w1 tl"')l}t s":'! ""aT"eneq~ o f t hf:'; r 

n~y.e'"'ne- R. Ho'vp'r' 'n, I fl) l n A tha+ girls wpre in thp. 

" " hi t ,,1' h; tl1~p" th,,1r nakedness than did the bo"s. The 

i 1"1 f'T'om pY' inT'anc'1 w...,ulrl a ... r~ys be C'een with bpads 

M' 11 +'+' prent col o'lr" rn'md he~ wais t and a T'ed 1 "in cloth 

hidin~ the ~enita Da~ts. As she gro\'is , general ly 

bptween the age~ of f'tve t:\n~ above, SP~ et~,....+o ""o""PT'inC'" 

hpr b.-dy nn often with any strfl.Y or old cover cloths l ef t 

on the drying line by the mother or any other relative. 

Ve +'e rhildren ~eally possess their own clothing. 

'i1. 

'Pho,, " ho A t t~n~ school m8v 'Jlm iust the presrribpd school 

"'lj " OT'm a nrt underwear, and the use of any of tbese after 

chonl hour s is frowned upon by the parente. The 

rh1 1"i r e n 9re scolae~ i+' they we~e not removed immediately 

t h""H A""T" i Vf"~ r,... .. y!l SCh0')1 . 

Ver l tttle inf81lts rather were tbose who possessed 

of the; rom. I discovered howev"r the t these 

'~e ' ; tern in tbe parfl.phe~81 a for tbe outd~nrin~ 

cc~pmon , whi~b t~ ner+'ormed a week a+'teT' the birth of 

t hp i nf r t. 

~~il -1T'pn 8l"'~ h F>lrpd 1n dre~!=I;'in"" an.n l1T1~T'p~C'in"" l.'p 

' n t h t 'T1'~ thp rnnther f'eel o th,. "hili r~ '11 cl.o it w th')\lt 

mbi i ulma11" 1n to "'st A few '"onths '\ftpr 

~ ~t~~tQn s~h~01. 

U "Jr 'ma t e1y th ]'lorn strllct' T'~ ;" l'lUC-h tbfl.t 1+ is 

r 1. f" r 1 t tn TTl inta,i"" "'T'1..vQ("V i.., +he ho"se. Tn 



Children and their 
modes or dressing. 



most C'lQps one r"om w"'J l d be shared bv " lX to eight 

wnm"n ann th,.ir chi l "lren. The roo'!lS ar" very sma l l 

in s1:-;1". The result is t.ha t rna!!" of tl1~ wome" pre 

for c e·1 to R' ~"p in otrer men ' a home~ though they may 

hI' jllst f"'iends, Secondly motl1ers undress befo"''' their 

('hl 1 dr~n W~" ~l~h+ b" 1n the room. Strange l y enough 

~hi ldr"n ' s prpsence in the room is not felt, for informants 

tl'll m" th'''' are not asked to leave the room. The 

compound t"o in many cas .. s 1B BO small that there is no 

spar.p f"'" " dece.,t bathing room, as such the women just 

~+"n1 1n a ('orner and have the bath there while the 

chl 1 "lr~n look on. 

Tnstlnctlvelv, thQ boyo as thl'Y <"rO\f, very often 

from the age of eight anil above, feel shy whl'n thl',' see 

thei r mother or a"y other older rela tion undressing before 

them. The, leave the room wh"never this happens. Girls 

howf",pr do not worry about 1 t and continue to be in until 

the a"" of' puberty when they are ~llst r"c"rded. as eq.'I"Il~. 

~ov ~kl' "lpllght in see in girls and generallv women 

on trp whol" when they are naked. They discuss what they 

h,vl ""'en ..nd "ive de~l'rintionB of thl' parts the" had seen. 

The nart th"t mostlv attracts them is the buttocks, and 

t ,Pormants t,.ll m" of how boys hide undsr canoes at th,. 

b~" h to have a view of' thp buttock" ann breasts of girls 

~ome mak a holes in the walla 

nf' 't-,,'r-ro:>mg in their hO'lsea in or~er t'l l)"ep at the 

-j "'l~ whl"npv~r they ",pre hevin!1 tt>ei,.. beth. 

~nnpv~'" ~rf>ss~e ~rp provided. thos .. fo~ hoth boys 

~'ll i"'l~ a , rathe~ identic'" durin!" the fir .. t fpw years 

,f rl"en~y, Aft .. r they had IpRrned tn w~lk thF' shapps 

l'hnn e, 'rte b~"" l1avf" nn shAp<, 0'" stYle in the lit.tle 

<'"" ~. "r11e th g1 1" hAV" 8 b1 t n" fel1l1ninF' shape add"d 

~ V th h10""e '11'l1 'cl'1ver clf"lth' J3..n\ t E" bOYS a""'e o:1..vp.n 

r~~~e~s ~~~ A s~all ~loth. 



SF-X nISTP1~'1'!ONS. 

In a co=unit:; where children wear no clothing, 

th~ n'rreren~~ ~~ sex is patent even t~ the casual 

observ'"r, and their elders are at pains to emnhasise 

the tlistinction. No matter how young, a remale child 

i s Alw Q Y8 a remale, and the male child is always a male . 

Here io a brier discussion I had with a boy or two and 

a h'llp ye"T's or age. "Sowa , you are not a boy, Adei 

(a gi r1) is r8 ther the boy and you are a I'"i r1. " He 

retorted, " No no, I am a boy", ('I!hen stretching his 

leg o apaT't. hI" poin ed to his penis) "Adei has not got 

this. I have no loin-cloth and beads on my waist. 

t'ales do not use loin-cloth." 

When he has passed his second birthday a child'a 

curiosity covers rar wider rields than in the previous 

year, while his powers or observation and his understanding 

or what he sees increases immensely an~ immeasurably. 

lltth these increasing powers or observation applied to 

eveT'V hinv. new and unusual, a child sooner or lateT' 

dire~t9 his attention to the bodies or the older relatives 

ir hI" 8P ~ a!1y or them undressed. When the child rtrst 

see" any or his parents or other relatives undressed he 

is i.n .. rested in their n8kemecs. Usually he is attT'8cted 

by the1r ~enital regions and by the mothers breasts and 

hod h ir. I WAS inronned, that th".r esked what tl:l''Se 

~ r PaT'ents sometimes sl'lPP d ~rf their hands, and 

in 'llost ('1ses laughed 0ve1" it. Bef'ore th1" time, the 

~hil~ t1'ies to imitate all a~ults i1" a general way, but 

f"1'T1 the ti"l he st l'ts to be cllrious about tre bodies or 

~l P pc pIe, h~ begin~ to idpnt ry himself with the 

pal'en Jr like se~ ano to imit t him 01' her especially. 

A~ th~ ~h11i ~in<o ris ~ pt, and b~~ins to walk 

AInnl' OltRi p the hou e8 it joins 'lP with neighbouT'1n~ 



ch11dr"n , and a I i ttln vroup of younp;sters of v'>r'''ing 

.. ges f orms on a basis of sd js cen~ res1dence. 'Vhen 

somewhat ol der they begin to go about in 1ndependent 

11 ttl " groups . 

During thi s p eriod, relati ves or friends of the 

parents tend to cal l th .. litt l e girls their ' Wives ' or 

'sweethea rts' ann the boys are addres sed as ' hu sbands ' 

or s weethearts, Thi s st imul a t e s them to sh ow inter .. st 

i n the fa~t of their being e ithpr b oys of girls - and 

54. 

they try to beha ve a s suer . In this wav li ttl e childr en 

form their first patterns of man and woman, fa ther and 

mother, husb and a nd Wife, wh i ch will i nf luence the ir 

own later behaviour . 

I n thi s earl" yea r s boys and girls assoc i ate t o;1;e ther 

frpply. Up t o the age of six or seven, a good deal of 

play e spe c l ~ l ly t ha t of boys consists of sheer mo t or 

e xub€'T"Bn f!' . The li ttl e girl of three to six years pl ays 

in the s ame wa y at t ime", but she is already being drawn 

into th e fa mily pla~ o~ sli~htly ol~pr chi l dren, and t"nds 

to mimi" sI mp l e r feat.lres of older girls plays when she 

1~ p ~v ing "lonp, I saw a l ittle girl of thr e .. slttin~ 

and p lAving at ' cooking ' . I met an~ her pla/lng at 

' aellinl< ~1 'l1". Anothf'r was 'carin>, for baby ', Thif' 

gAVe mE' th l:' i mpr<'ssion the t pol rIEl ' plays corresoonde(l 

wit th ,. pconomi,. and so"ia' strnctur .. of the area. In 

th" ~as" .'.," bo~" th >~E i"l the ten~ency to <'lngs"e 1,., 

mlm-tlr layS, s"ontsnpollslv or in re~ponae to sugge-tions 

They woul~ l1Ke t~ bathe an~ swim 

n the Itt I e pool s 0" wp.pr, or thp. n~frby river, climb 

trp , ~n~ r n aft~r dt lcardp\ bicycle and lorry whepls. 

As thp ~hjl i PO~0WS s x r~ , 17,stton b~ca ne m're 

n ('~bl .. s no 1 n 'll' " "" th 1 T' games bo 'J"paratl:' 

Roy w a IT' V "'in 1 thmlselv .. 



with ~irls ~+ this period are given the n~e ' Yei ah~ 

ma lai ' - meaning , parasites or mistletoes of women or 

th~ li ce of wom~n. Info rmants had very little t o off e r 

abO'Jt bov~ b eha vi ng boyi st l y and vice Y" r qA. I noticed 

however tha at certa i n per 'ods of t h pir de velopment the 

girl s quite automati cally separated t hemse l ve s fr om the 

hOYs . When I vi s ited t he school s b"fore t hpir las t 

r,hris+mss holid ~yS, I n0+ i ced t hat the boys s eparqted 

th"msp}v€s in al l activities. I n pl ay the gi r l s went 

to onn s i ne , a t wor k the same thln~ occured and on t h e 

way t o .. nn f rom the school t he gi r l s walked with g i rls 

An~ the b oyq wi th other boys. But when I wen-t back 

s~ + er ~ ch ool had reopened in January, thou~h the same 

t h ing was b "tn@"repeated in the other clas~es, chi l <lr-en 

who had come for the first of their lives to the school 

mixed UP f reely. Vfuen r went to the sea- shore too the 

~irl q had separ ated themselves from the boys. 

Aft er having questioned a lot 0" families, I found 

thot though mothers loved their daughters, they had a 

s pecia l l ove for th~ir sane. Fath"rs too ttough very 

0f th r snns, had a closer feeling for their 

au ht r T c0uld find no reqsnn why, but r noticed 

t hpt t he boy~ feared thei,.. ~athe1"n while th" ~irlq were 

nnt af'r'l 1d ,.,f" them. I on~e wante~ to tsk~ a photo~raph 

of' a gr ')up. One mar asked mp to wait a hit. In a f"w 

m1 nlJt ,." h" ram" pant1ni>: up ca1"1"vin~ hi~ infant d"'lQ"hter, 

hav! T) ~ r' cerl to tile n+h r Qtlsrters to ~ptrh her from her 

7hpn snmeone asved why h" did not 

br· n ..... 111 !=lon, hp A..n .... we'"p., tp~+ +h". p'1Y"1 was his pYe. 

st,... t' I np: r> ea.tl"'''e h()w~v~Y ,..,f' s'1C'!iq,l 1."',rel')pme!lT 



As the girl grows she 
begins to take keen in­
terest in domestic affairs. 
This girl is preparing her 
own food. 



and bec()m~s mor .. marke1 as they grow o11er. The child 

model~ itself according to the conduct of the parent of 

the seme sex; even the little bo~ though he may be 

stavinp- in the mother's compound would tend to imitate 

the behaviour of the uncles and olier members of his sex. 

Tho'lp-h unwittlngly, the process is unmistakable. Character 

appears to run in fsmilies. An aggress1.ve, loud-spoken 

~n ' s chi11 r en b"'come aggressive and pushing, an industrious 

womsn's dsught~r applies herself to work from early child­

hood. Th" Ii ttle girl who <>:oes wt th hQr mother to the 

wstpr- font and is given a little tin of water to carry is 

~king on an infinitesimal contribution to the household 's 

w"Iter s"pply. Yet it is a real contribution. She learns 

to ~arry her little water pan in relation to a real need 

of the household "Ind secondly sh .. 1" being prepared for 

her futllrp domestic and socisl posi tio!1. The boy at the 

sl"a-eh"re called to carry home a little ga<ip'et among the 

fj~hin<>: paraphernalia is receiving his first lessons in 

the fishing industry in which he wi 11 later on indulge. 

On the whole, I discovered that a differentiation in 

fqmily sentiment existed on sexual basis. The affe"tion 

,,, a fatper for hi" d'l1Jl'"hter 1 0 "tated t" be often """'''f'ter 

tr " th13.t for pl~ s'ms. But str13.ngely enough as th' <"hild 

I'"T'O¥l" "P thp ooposi te T'qth~T' becomes aDparpn+. Thi~ p-avp 

mo th impro~ ion th~n that as +hi9 was tp~ stage at which 

tho hill ~ arted to help in th" .. conomic aspect of the 

f" 11 • til" one hl' or she relp"n. t<l()k more interest in him 

her. ~l' girl VAS st~~~ed h IDinl'" h .. r mother in the 

'in~ tndu~try, cq~rvin~ hom .. the ~ish f~om the beach, 

l'n~ R~ e if n CI'BSarV, h~l~in<>: in rl~1n the f 1sh, 

~1"" tc) thp. TT\ T>k t wl+r tJ'l r.o ... 1r pr ~pn jI:w~r on some ("'\(,,:("Bs1t")"lo:!< 

nre) re h 

r f"r f1 ).,. 

~n~1 stT"9,.. -

th .. ,...t s rrep 6 wh"'n tq~ 'T!ntt~..,.. tT"A'7.o1E' t'1 sell 

'1'h' bC) B ftt h"lT) 1"1'" tv" ~ Ver in thp i'" svi., T 



happIDnCl! +hp mot"1"="T' turns her af''''''''''''''''tion to h""''''' tlA.u~hteT' 

An~ thn f~ther t~ his s~n. 

~7. 



SIPL J (' RELATIONe;. 

T n"or"':~n·s tell "'" that one co;> the chl",f worries 

of wom~n, i~ l1"ttlng p"egnant ,.>'ile they sre still 

Th O
J holi the view that 

thje kl11~ th~ child. 

~or thp f1"'st fpw months whe~ tho moth"r i e preg-

nf'nt, thp child ip treated with cs"e, under,,+andinr. an1 

hnrn...., ...... T cOlld not i1et a~y rage in whl~h a child was 

Generally 

hov/",·" • nther relatives were in th" habi+ of cnnr"'atulating 

hi'" 1n aA~nn('e about the nice Sister or brother he was 

vprv ~oon l101ni1 to have to play witt. 

/hen the ('hild is no+ much s,>:ro 'Nn , the usual age 

before the next prernancy is between eighteen to twenty 
,,\0 I 

f",'l" "'O'1tt and above, an, /the mother gets pregnant the 

chlln b~('..,mes a prey to a form of "jealousy illness" 

"al1<,d 'Kwasinko'. ~e becomes fretful, 1ealous ann sick, 

ar rna, <'yen d1e f'rom sheer chagrin. A cti11 afflicted 

with 'kWBS1..,ko' ls carefully tended, an~ ove and aff'e~ 
8 ")' ,,,' .. 1 "pon h 1m. ~e mav star· mek1nl>: a fuss at meal-

ti~es. 11' hl~ newly acouired good bowel habits may suffer 

R r"lq,se. or hp may have nil1htmares. 

A grsndmother or aunt may take over, 

all..,,,lng the mother to pay more attention to tho sick 

l) b'. 

h IV" 'l1c>n reg rd for hl"1l ths'1 f'or th ' ne'y baby. ''/hen I 

r,T""" • <:Ill ("0 ... f" 1 fin~ mnre Of+Pf th~ no+ he T'ecovered. 

"~rlv 1. 

()nlv th" 



rel at1ve~ who are i n th e g00d b ooks or t he fami l y are 

pre spnt at the del ive ry . 

~r"" pxcl lriP1~ 

' en , yo'mg girl s. ani! child ren 

~y a ~~ large, parents on t he whol p behave~ i n a way 

that the olil pr ~h i 14~en be~ame "xcee~ingly i ee ous or th p 

new bqhv. A 1 a t tention IV.S di r ecteil tow"lrds it. The 

TIP 'll h aby hail e ll t h e ne.' th in .. ~. He had ne'" c l o t hes, 

TIP ' tnll , t ma te~ i'll s, towe , b r 11sh. comb, pomade, pow1er 

and othpr I)dd b1 t s. These were not supposed to be used 

"" t" e o14"r "b 11n ''lhenevel' he touched any, he was 

"cnld p i . "Pll t i t dO\m, do y"" nl)t kno'v that t h e.' b" l ong 

t" ' b b~"~" Apart rrom this other relatives t oo sepm to 

r 0 r get about h im, ani he rinds that whenever they visit 

th e h O'l s ", the" direct all their attention towards the npw 

baby . He sees t hem pushin!< pennies and threepenc es into 

h i p h neis v'hile he receives nothing. Even thp med<0ine 

bot t.l e 1'rQught h ome rl'Om A('C'ra is f'or the new baby. It 

10 tr en onunOI' V, see cbi11~encr i g fnr the mother ' s back. 

I' e loul 'i cry to be carried too. The mothe~ with the 

Y0 '11' pr b aby at her l' "k wnuld raiRe him U"Q and carry the 

"·he ~ on to" 11" her armp ror a time. When tris happens 

" tD"'''' in'lle t es w").,1d jeer "t him and ask h m t, Cnme down. 

"" 1 b O'Jrh t Jrr with q piece I)f' rilih or bread • In Snme 

• th o 011el' ~hilj wo'1d nnt "lloVi tr,. mother to Ipave 

h1~ b h1nd hen ~nin~ to the mA~ket. I witl'essed one of' 

The mother was prepa,.e~ tn take rim 

a 1 n~ 1 ~ h waul A walk. Fe w'l.,ld not drt tha +. Fe want .. d 

"'l) tr, idher to '"' 9 ry ~1m als'). Af"+pT' unC111"'CQ~sf'''1 Clttp ..... pts 

1 t l'im stE''' b eri"'!. t e m'ttrer av .. hi'" " sn"nd b .. "tin". 

T s tpnppd in and aske rer t'l st"p it. 

e- 1' .. ~~nily is a large one, the life of the older 

' h tl ~ :'} i s a pllthetic n<". Tt i th .. las· ch<l~ 'lr the 



ta~11y who re~elves all the 10ve and attention of the 

other 1nm" tps ,,1' the householi!. 

favouritism is showp~ed on him. 

Every possible 

He iq never upbraided. 

Over ani! ovpr again in sto~ies. t]-1e tale is of three 

brothers, t]-1e first two stup1~ t]-1p third , be ng th 

last born is the hero of the story - handsome, clever 

6n. 

And in real life the convention is always 

that the first boy is ~upid. the second a tyrant and bully, 

but thp thiril - generally given the special name of 'Iensah 

1f ]-1e 1 s a boy, anil ~~ansah for girl - is everyone ' s 

favour1 te. During meals, though the fish "r meat may 

hG shareil proportionately in the ratio of s~niority, he 

is S'lr" to receive more from the mother or other rel~tiv"s. 

At times fPtting to the latter part of the me~ls, the rest 

may be asked to get up and leave the rest for th" youngest 

"n. It is taken for ~rante1. t]-1at the older brothers 

m' gh '1av~ t .. ken more than he had taken. He does the 

Ipsat of the domesti~ jobs and he recei ve~ a lot of praise 

"n~ thE- 1 j tt he attempts. 

F~ i~ t]-1~ ' Naku t som1ibi' (knee-~hi1d) of th" psrpnts 

s'\ i q re T -1ei! as the one whr> bri nbs go00 1 'lrk t" t]-1e 

f )fAny 0" th"m are notnrio'lsly ~a1Jricious and 

HI' irnlt to bring up. Ti'pir wishes must never he 

When litt1 .. tit-bits 

ar~ b" n sherp 1., hp rBthe~ receives the la gP + s]-1~r~. 

Nl"pn ""h (\ h ... ft~ c!""\mY)1~1n or "lurmurf' the" ''IT'€' remi ~e~ thAt 

n one 0" m;' v;s4te, ! ~" a h01e ,.~n d "f' wompn 

,n+ ., 'A"'rpl il"\a, Qnj 1'''''0''11 t]-le In')k of' t\. 1 n""Q 

T ",,+ , t P"~ hail b po a fiITht. I'/h n J e qui,."cl. "'rnm 

"tv ,1 if' wla+ +]-10 ,. \lRP. a'. T wO'\s tnl' t"at a 'n k' 0 li-

t t ' - 1 t b'~'\ - a "'f'~n e s 11 +er! 0' .. 1 ie~l l~l 



at the wa'r~~ont. The mo the~ of t~e a~saulted girl 

!'ame an~ bea t th ... gll"l too . ThiR r es ulted i n the eLler 

~lrl ' s mo·her t oo coming t o th e res cue, and there had 

been a free-fl -h t . 

Later on "6 th e child gY'')W6 'lP t he b r i dge r a the r 

widens and h e is ma de to pe r~orm s few s impl e ~hores 

11 ke swpeping an d. cle ... n i n r< the pla tes af t er meals . 

~he only advant age ~ S ~ f ar of bei ng an elder ch ild 

is that of havi ng hi s name attached to his paren ts. 

Sf) thfl t it' fo'" e xampl e the b oy i s SO\va, t hen t he fa th er 

be"omes Sowa - tsl' (Sowa ' s fa ther) o~ Sowa - nye (Sowa ' s 

mn+h er). 

Secondl y , a s inheri+an~e 1s pat~1monial he I'ither 

1nh"~i ts ,~" bl' C'otne" the C'usto(ji~n of' the fa~t l" proper t y 

~n the f~ ther 's death. The rest of hiA bro thers and 

S;,Bte"'s 1"1 ve h im due respect and ob ey h i m. Whenever 

any r i te s a~e to be nerfo1'med, he is supposed tJ r the 

When v"una. he re"e1 ves the lions 

Sh"'"" of t h l' meat during meal s. 

'1e"'~ i na of pl ates afte" meals. 

He is also exempted f'rom 

I h nve aIr.> ly ~i"c' ""'I'd the 'l.uewtlon of se" 

j 'f~er n (,Q s in thn previous +Jpie, but will like to add 

A. 01"'1'1 () ..... two 8~ 1t RDTI""RT" '1n-1pr t:h-l~ trro1,.. t'Jo. Before 

th e 8 " of six or spv n, T noticed that sex differences 

W'"P o· ~1C''''1.''1'''+ in tr. ('hi11""'~"". Tn th--t.,. pIA ' 1'I'''\('I', 

1 s" 

1'1 th ,~ 

l ay th b v~ n ',1'1< ~~ntributpd thE'ir quota t lVla" '" 

l') 'in t 

""r '1n ,.., ...... c 
T "" 



thp p:1rl" wer" tryin .. to driv" tpem awav. The pirls 

and ~1~pp1ng of hands game. '~en the boys approPcned 

tr-em,~n" of thp girls asked, "What do you people want 

her p ? This i~ no boys' game, go awsy, Y0Q ' wome"1- 1i,..e fIl
4 

(A t "rm 'ye'l for bO'Ts wh " f0nd "f ~i rl~' company.) Thi s 

t"ndencv o~ their for~ing into sex groups continues with 

thpi ~ r;r'l'Nth in age and lat"~ ' .. velnps into gang]' fe. 

T 'ri~t t",", the water- font sev"ral times, and on two 

occasions saw a group of girls between eight and nine in 

av" qua~rellin6 with arother gang of boys of the same 

8 <'1''1£:'' ages - eight to ten years. The cause I was 

inf'lrmed, WAS that the girls 1'01' n'l ;ust caJse had 

in o ' 1 tp'l one m"",b"r of their gr01'P and. th"" had com" to 

'";0 th'lt with thei.r knowledge of their sex 

d1~~nr n~es the; began t'l mov .. int" their respective 

px ~T'oup1ng. 

GpnpT'ally. quarrele: betwepn ,,1blinO"" were often 

ron ,,'I b" strup: rl" n'T"r toyS or play rna terials, and 

nmnn the olonr ones, n,,~igenn" n~ the part 'If the young 

o 8 t'l d" th"ir littlp oomestic ~por"s . Whenever these 

nutins WP1''' not DerrOT'~e'l the older c~11ir~n ~ere asked 

')r )("Irt1,"";i ty to p:.Qt the Vr"'l"np'pr onp wbeTl thp eldeT"~ wprp. 

'10'1" 'i ht)'!'Ie, Or' on thp '!'jay t() th .... wate.,..-f"ont. rr~e 

vf"'ll1ngpr one llA.Y' 'rp.re1 ·1€;- piD('I:hef:' or lrnoc-k8 on thp head. 

mb' ~hill ""'1 c~yin" tn his mother and this .. ",,1'1 

"'ult in thp mot er ~coldin~ th~ 01deT' brothpr. He 

n1 r pvpn" rF' '0rt~d to the f ther ",h"'1 hp viai ta tr-e 

l'nny inci-lt'mt on" mornine- 'I'll" np-

n'· visi teo 



mother asked what was w~ong, the older brother replied 

that no t hing- was wrong. I became suspicious and. tip­

toed to the kitchen. J round the elder brother holding 

tlgh.t th,. mouth of' th" younger brother wi th his han"1~. 

I discovp""" that the j'ounge,.. one had take)" som" rlsh 

( 'hev W""'e th"'" "sting). This annoyed the 011"" one 

an" hI" "1tru('k the brother. ¥nowing that he ,'/ould be 

in hot wqte"~ if' the mother and other elder relatives 

h"ard him crving, he held his mouth tight and startei 

hegging hi'll. "Oh, I beg you, I will give vou all the 

meat. do not cry. n However, as they di1 not want to 

~tspleas,. w", they all laughed over it. 

PRrpnts attitude towards childrpn's quarrels 1. 

not al together cons tant, I met people who would not 

hack thAir younger children against their older ones. 

The only ca~ee howeve~ on which I ~an generalise is when 

another "hild assaults ones child at the water-f'ont. 

The wr )1 .. household rushe'! to the Dlace to aBsaul t thp. 

Fe too brings his De~ple and there 

ensIles q "'ref' f'ight. ()n some occasions the f'athprs 

IM1" the1'1 fi ilht i + out. ()nce at the sea-side a f'ight 

st'lrt,ool b,.tween two bl'others over a rish. The rather 

V1sr'l~l "8 severely against our separ9.tjn~ them. U'lf'ortuna­

t.ely th" pe ple 'ould not allow me to take a photograph 

nf' thn s~pne. This is typical of' the ~eshie fisherman. 

~e'lever th~re i~ a fight amon~ ch111r~n at the sea-shore, 

n" nn<" is allnwpd to stop them, • rin" is formed a""111nn 

their bv the "'est. SIdes FIre th",., take')., anol instructions 

~h"ut"i. O'lt to e,,~h 01' them by their respecti ve bsC'kers 

,.,A svrnpa his rs. This will cnntinue unt11 one o~ them 

~hp~~ 1~ a big roar of ~onvretuletions 

nl ~ats on the victor's back. Some wot'ld shake hends 

with him FIn! recitp. aDpelation~ or th" drlnk\n neme s nr 

his atn'''', 



Yore often these quarrel~ and fights are between 

~hi11ren of th~ same sex. Fights between children of 

diff~rent sexes are not countenanced, and everyone near 

W0111d tak~ sides with the girl. The boy would bE' upbraided 

by those aro'md. He wo,,1d be asked to get a member of 

his own sex to fight against. He may be called a 'sisSY'. 

Yei-she malai (Women lice). Then everyone hoots at him 

and that ends it. 
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RELATIONS Tn P/.RElITS . 

Before di sC'uss lng t h i s topic i t is we l l to digT'''s' 

~~ l ~fly into Ga dome s ticit in general. 

0'1 t he whole, Ga me do not live with their wives. 

The:- l ive wi r the ir b"othera or cOl1sina in gr"ups of' 

from th,.ee to ten, and sons 10in them aa soon as they 

a r .. too big for the women ' s compounds. Thus a men ' s 

compound contaiss men who are all of tne same f'emily or 

'.Vomen live with their mo+h .. ,.o even after th .. ," 

ar .. married, and three or four gene~Ations of mothers 

and daught.ers are in most women ' a compounds. A woman 

of Haus e 'A' mar"ied to a man of Hous" ' b ' wi 1 have a 

1a' .. h ter of House ' 1\ ' , This daughter may marry a man 

of Hou s e ' r; ' . Or two daughters may marrv m"'''' of' different 

Houa .. s. Thus a woman' a compound contains women and 

ch Id1'''r of' gey~"al dtff"1'f'nt Rouses; a man's compound 

rontsin~ m"n all of' one Rouse. 

A 111"'1'S dwellinf" can be djatInguished at a glance 

f~om a w,'! en ' s. TheT'e is no kitchen: n. cooking is d.one 

abo,t the place and even if done, very little. The 

p vp1 "A,. is a tioy, pleasant place, for the fishnets 

and t'lC'kle which hang on the walls are al .. ays well cared 

for. Tho yard ip the common livinv room. In it tho 

men s t qrc mend thAir pet9, hold thoi,. meetings and 

le ~ t ~ha~s. tell st~rips. nerform ~~~v~te ce~emoni~l, 

and eat the ~C'ok~d ~eal~ wh1~h the ch ili1"Qr ~"'rg from 

rf'!' wive's.. 

rna h s his own room, an' of this room 

HIS wife comes ·tel 1 t 'It nip;ht Wh<" it is 

f' th rani ,t or (""1 vi th bf"d, 

a 'f' t ' 1 tt+i T't') m, 



us us llv wi t!l a long old tabl~ in the cent~n 'vi th a 

f ew cheir'S ~ long the wAlls. This is generally usei 

r-. ' thp (' hi11~en as sleeping quarters. Everyman ' s 

comoOlmd has its !lea'l., or ' father ' . (Siatse) - house­

f a the-r. 

Havi n" nov' had a bri".f ielea about the domestic 

p i c-t'lr" of the people, we now come on to the topic under 

dis russion. I have indicated elspwh"re that th" care 

of thp ('h tld from th" time of its birth up to the age of 

eight to nine remains the re~ponsibilitv of the mother. 

In the caSe of girls, they remain in their mothe~'s 

C-'lrp 'lP to the time they get m'3.rried. In fact the 

only period the father sees the child is when he pays 

6h. 

a brief and rather stiffly formal visit at sunset. Fe 

~ome~ in very diffidently. greets his mother-in- law and 

thP ("II,!or women ceremoniously and almost ignores the wife. 

Tt 1R usuallv from her arms that he takos the b'3.by and 

hnlds it fnr a few m1nn·"", but t> 1 s is thO <)nly clue 

the st.l'an" 1" has as to whicl1 of' the voun °er women is 

ht p \'1 fp. 

')1'-11 T'"" <)r both s"'(" esneclal'v t.he boys remain 

in ~'3.l'e of their fatheT'. Thev are thl'eatened at the 

Even 

wh .., "rown uP. the" are selcl.')m at "ape with him or on suC'h 

t~rm- of su~h comfortah1 .. int1m'cv ~s with mother Ol' 

nth"" 'llembers 0<> thp mat"r".l stde. The fatheT', 1)roud 

8~i rJn~ ~s h~ m v be i~ S0rEt~in~ ryP q st An~e~ ~s 

""pared wit'" t'''ose ~theT'S. 

In 'hatever t~m th~j find +hpm'elve~. the sw 11 

("rtli~ n 04-" r'Jt'P se'X-'C1 llP to ah(""l'lt sev n nr e>l~ht V'- rn 

"y-go-lncty life, "llnwoo to do v'rv '1luch AR 

th" 1 n: 



67. 

t,., th" eep. - sro"'E' the on~ w1"f) is stavinQ: bpl:\<nd will 

nf'+p'1 take f'harQ:e 0" all the Y01ln sters too big to be 

~arried on the mothers backs -ell dR~, but too young 

t') be lE'ft to th,,1 r own devices. They play and apr" 1 

aloo']t the house and ",,"rd, ann as she goes a-"'o'lt her 

WO~~ shp caT) keep an eve on the creche. 

~he mother plays a majo~ rol .. 1n the training of 

th" cI111". Th')ugh in many "asps the training was 

SClPPO!,<",,, to "follow tho normal "ause of the development 

of th" child, i + in the lonQ: run tend"d t:> bp deliberate. 

ThE'Y erE' expeC't~i to cultivate clpan babits, have respect 

for thei,.. elders and t-, cultivate th .. habit 0" good man'lers. 

ThnllQ:h they learnt more or les" f'rom their own eX')erience 

8n4 from nbservnt; on of eld~""'~ 1 thp mother t s infl1]en("e 

wq~ a11 "ver the place. 

~+~ln~t ("~~able persona'itips nr sJmn of thp wom~~, ann 

th"i ~ pnw"r"'" 1 nfluenf'E' on tnpi T' cJ..illiT'en is remarkalole. 

Ro,)!' thp "hild 1 e"~n~ t~ nhe" an" hnnouT' hIs paT'en's. his 

v~ n~mnthers anj 0+ppr r~la+1vps. 

q hp ')T' sr~ "'r')W8 ,Jlde ..... tho 60"19.] (,,:1'1.'" to whil'P 

rp 1. "XpRet ~ to c')n""r-m bpcomes mn~~ T'i"id, and DunishmE'Tt 

heC'~mes mora ri~id. 

domeJtic e~i~'1~e. 

Tne ~iT'ls st'rt tneir training in 

S'lp 'Ill''' h'lve to 1"1 n" the D",pper and 

oth r ':rice~ f'nr the fa ilv s 11p. ~hp 1s tpo one wbo 

Sh 11A.~ st ~ " 

e tin" uo ea~lie~ t qn 118091, an ~~t T ~ fe m~nth~ 8~e 

wt" 1. l1ave t !'<t "' "e"l c')"'tin ? ""T'self f')r the hn' 8el"'19. 

("h11 P Jr''''d 1.~ nnw 'r'r s-t, J:i ne\ st 

r.1C"l'1 'h 1e 'bpi'" P: schf'l01~'d h1 +h' 1) ''-AVo!) y eV1')e ..... t 

r: wnmA.'l. 

IlmotheT' ""'r al 7) t "'n th ..., t "'n. 1 s i je 1.:.. t'\... 1""1 'if" 

tl'l' E' "'lVF'r h"" -'8." "f" trp .... -r.il' w'tt°"" c'''''''''' ,...,~t"I""'13 

W'B. ,.. ... .- ... i l~"n" t ' " t,",prt.tl '",,{" 



Tn the case of a 

b oy , hie leaves for his fatter ' s houses when he r~Q-h .. e 

In the case of a ~irl 1+ 

is her permanent homp. 

I havp already me~"oned that the father cont~'hute~ 

very 11 t tle in the training of t.he cr-ild. Though thi 

is hp (,pep, his neme is Jsed a6 a 6ca~"('row in ·1iscip 'ninf' 

It i~ not uncoilmon to hear' mothers telling 

their chilDren, " l' yo" d') not st')"' it, I will tell 'TO'lT' 

fa+hp~ wr .. ~ he comes he"'e this evenin>,. " I met abc>' 

wh" ha1 refusen to ca~ry his fatJo .. r's l.ll"rh t." him at 

"'he mo+he1" 

The DO" w!'!s 

, 1',.,1 ntenen that he hp"an t be" his slster 0 .ive h'm 

She +'''0 wou.ld nnt g ; Vp 1 t t() 

'e e to +h p~t~ ~ R 
met 

+h "lext i 

'" t +t p ,. t 1 ,.., 'h l- V 

h 

..... ~fi.(" t'"' 8: "\ 

1 t "....... t po t,... (" i llr r' S I)i'"'f'enc c:: 

"t t t 

'" f· th "'8. Th 

, + n lor tal 'r "" t ' ni-



In ma~v eAses the mothers themselves when they orfend 

t.hetr husban1.s ref'eivp the same thrashing an" b""t<ng 

from the me • that the~ themsplves b come afraid of the 

men. As such thp'f see no reason why they shou11 let 

thf'ir own "hi lC'ren suffer from tht> eme plight. In 

8S mnch 8S the women do not stay in the ssme homes wi th 

69. 

thpir husb8nds th" question of disagreeing about discipline 

ThP "qting an" thrashing of th~ mothers I mentioned 
u,bo"e, 

on +'h,Q nre R' olls n St'Y'n if) an opp,... thing. If' per chance 

it happens when the children are present there is no 

attemut made to conceal it or to send thf'm away. As 

8 matter of fact, the behaviour of parents and for that 

much, ell other elderly relations before little children 

nrnds A lot to be "esired. Obscene langus.ge. is :freely 

used h~fore the children. The older peopl~ expose hi 

naknQn~ s to th~ "hildren. The women in the house may 
nl C"llre 

dlRcus'l the sort of sexual 'they ha" the previous night 

"t hetr hlsbands an" loy 1'6 houses beto"e the c"i 1 1ren. 

ahn' t ~~ wh Ie vel"y young. 

All parents feel that it is thpir duty to proyide 

"0" h"l" "ht """en, 1'01' th"" hAye tho hone that when they 
~ 1- i 1 

th" ppT'ento c;row 0]" th, .vould look e""t",r them. 

'<'"" ~any ~t the parent" thpir ambitions for their C'hildren 

a to get t e!l' to fnl 0' in thp sam" f'amily oC'C'l1pation. 

A f' pSl"ents howev~" .vto ha~ sent ttp<,. ctildr~n to 

s~h"ol h"d " r'lther pe'lsirnistic vi AW about our "E'lrope n 

at aio~ TV of +h 



had Ipf't the t own, and f' e l t ashamed to visit the'll . 

As Qlch <nAny nar ents feel re l u tant to send thpir 

8""np I ("oul l. not come 8_c~ro~~ Rnv example. 

Al r P Ad" stated the father ' s war"! is law, an1 the son 

1 A qU i tP Aware of' this. As such whenever he off' ends 

t h fAther an' he i~ hping scolAed, he juct has to keep 
hi-

hi" 'TIl)l1th sh't an. 'his f'eelings, els .. he wC)uld h"ve to 

r ~e've a sound thrashing frl)m hi'll. On the other hand 

inf'~rm~nts tell me that quarrels b~tween mothers snd 

tl'eir daughters is a frf'ouent one. Thene was a case 

in which the mother was nQt in favour of the daughter ' s 

dealln~~ with a yQung mer. The dau"hter wO'lld not ",ive 

70 

Thp 01 rl is fourteen 

At the time of my visit they were not 

e G~~ n~ to each a her. In snother <,ase the motl'''r 

w q'lerr'in th" d"tPhter f~r ~e"pinp: out llP to late 

Ii+ ~ nt. 0,/1',,"" +hp mother ins Itrd h>r, she r .. plied 

hEIr' al"J.n thf'v were a"(11lt tn f'ip:ht 'vhen another rel~tive 

In th third ras", th~ mother WliS not pleaseo 

wi th h"T A,np:h tn~ l'sin~ her cloth. When the '!loth"r tolr'l 

her n v 

" + 



\'/hel' th'" ('hil~ 10 f"und. !"lilt:.', which 'as more oft~n 

th .. ('as"', sr·'" i~ asked to ap'll'Jgise ani th .. t ""de-i it. 

The ('I>ild. is not made t,,, realise that the parents are 

wrono:, and wnenevel" an arb! tra or finds that the mother 

15 wrono:, he or she tri~B ~o shift th .. blam .. unto th .. 

lj"'l"l1ter by sayino: that tf' even the mother is at -(,qult, 

5h,. tl1e daughter had no l"ight to reta1iate. 

On the whO e parental c ntrol has no end. in thn 

('ust~mary and. omestic spt u of thf peopl'" Tn th(' 

un"p'" par",ntal authority fo" a long time. 

w" ('I" he 'I'nrks is the prop",rty 0<" th" famil v , wi tn the 

1'",+ er at h",ai'f of af1'airs. 

v " ~t~ fall und",r th .. same category. As such, th", 

1'ath ,., Rtil wields an authority nver hi o p('onomic a<"falrs 

Tn jamp 'tic a<"~'irs too it is the f'ether who hos th" 

nn 1 "I' 

'\T" 'l'!lC'!t ~i'~ his ~onsr=ant to tl1"'" C"hnirf> +h vnlltl' rnakes. 

r till 'n 

b .. ~., 
", --' r t + '(>'" t ''Tl ",'" ml""l .... 

1A r' n 

+t 1 r t , +" • 'I 

>e '18):) 1 ,.. ... " i' +~ to 

otl" r ~A 

t, ~rt "" +\-...t 



Owing +" the s:>rt of s')~1 , ~~ 

1"'68 w1+" only his matern 1 rplati')ns d, ri'1g a 

p a rt o~ ~is parly ch11~~001 ~ays an' in +hp ~a~p ~f 

gir l " a ll through th r liveD. 

~bp g~nd~o·hpr, is in every child's ife, tb Q 

Us'al y 

'1'1P,,} t"''' "hi Id o<'fends t~" ~()·he'" Rl11 f"prs tl'R t Ah" 

t h p,.,i"hed, i+ i~ tb" p-r a'1''11')t>-,E'r wb" shIeld 

h Iir~n"1rn(')thc> .... ~P"p ,"P ; " 1 oQp +'1w~r1..::.: +lJ.e~"" 

rr '1~ .... ild'" n ~nd moth-:. ...... s complain ... '9. '.")t tf'l mp. t ..... qt 

+) """:"If')tr"r~ w.orp tl'~ ~("ucp ""f' thpi.- snn'" a ,4 1q'l -1'+ r 

+h,... rh114, +p 

TI':')th .... 

cn"PIT"'la n T 

-1i T'" +che 

+ ..... th 'gYF\+')"''''', an1 F'ive • mr'T> ~ 'H~ 1 S 

""'n po .... 

p • ; ,..\re1. ir ~" .. ar .. i' +h + 

<' ,~ "t, "" 
ph pTT)e ... t q" 81 "r t .... 

() f 'p " '1p' 

r 1''' -hat ~ ~ 

+() r "1th1+~ n" '" ~ n~ h ~ Kpt 8 ~~~ 

'" r "h l'r ~ + "I th r i 1 



has ""pcourst2", an~ she rE'~cues h1'1l L""' OT. +he 8!"6or nr 

oun-1ehment o~ pal"'en ":q, elde"" s t s t" o .,.. ~ ann b ..... other eo • 

'Nhen whlpp l" 'i or be 'l ~en , a young ch i li w(", ld f' ('r"~ 

' '''Ir'ly, then run t. o th p p-randmot her i'or pr o t ee tlo!1. 

She SrO".8 " . the onp "Do y"'\' "nt t o kill t he e-hild 

rnr m~. Th At i eo ,r':n.lr f'irst and 1a s+.. YO.l gave me 

t"" SFlme t"',,"bles when you were young, and I d id no t 

"1i"'1 you. V"'I s houl d not be 'o"'ryi ng the poo r ('>;'111. 

Arp you not FI~hame 1 oi' yourse l i' when you t hu s t r eat t his 

small child .,,, 

The o ther relat i'e~ 1'1 " ""mes into ('onta('t with "re 

73. 

th re~ t oi' the maternal relations as alreajy stated. 

Th,}lgh not all oi' them may take sppcial interest in h i m, 

the. in one way or th~ o~he'" help in sh"ning his character . 

T+ i ~ h i s duty to r espect them, 'lnd ii' he misb ehayps 

d r 1ns thp moth ,.. ' s aQsenre anyone among t he lot has 

thl> o','er and right to c"rrect him, and. if' need be t, 

ulln i o h him. Howey,s ~ T c"me across several cases in 

Thi" has result"d in some 

",om <nir ~ aloof whenever thei'" nephews and niee-es n r p1ed 

rt telt l,n f rom them. A i'ew C'l.SPS too I ('rme aernss ',ere 

1" '''1 ~ A .. " n,"t haY," T d"ne, sm T vour child '? ". 
"h' (l to't "t, ri n r- f"rth your own". '¥hp'"l these we""" 

"t' m"thers. or the weole , the rec-elvei the 

who l", "H ,," tion norC'hr19ntlv. 

I i n " flthf"r 'lot v~'r'y '18' Bl <" h,v" f'rtel"d~ vls1<i'1!> 
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places. Ell t if' per <:hance ; t o~cur" that a friend 

v101ts the fe~her on an impo~ta~t mission, the older 

wrile t e lit'le ones play about. Th,.y may only be 

dri'le'l ""'8V +0 pIs:, outsid .. when th'''' want to be ? 

'!'riB prevails in th", V'omen'~ 

~n~ing ch111re~ ~~ visit rela+~vps or frien1s 1~ 

c" more, ·he 

lacf:l>.C' 
.p ..... om 

v ... .., " !J1C .... +-..,p4 ..... f'?o1 ~'i ,"" eDar+ I+t,-..:::r: 

l~ at 

t s 



o N S. 

T t -{S P0t t) b Q;1 1 0T'lnc:;p.(i t""' 4- tr ,.. i "'s ed~l('a+iol"l 

wholly 'n""ofl~""+1vPI ,..,... ol}pll- "i'1li+~t'i"7t:3 1"1 th"" 

hic ~lrF~t th nl"'n~~i~~ ~t+en+ 0nR n~ t~p el~p~~ nr 

"hp rT'(">llU tl""\ thp rh11 A rp"1 1 n Or' p .... 'tn TP .. ·,:t'D ""e +~em f0r 

7 ". 

t1-:l i n""'t the p~rJ.." Q~O:'1(\m ,.. mq,t'1,...itv of' the (""'hild. ""ornrn.qrlds 

in j t~ wak", An o"y.ly 50,.1 Al and mora ao.'l t - hood or 

,,",,p~i'ng ~i"e nf A yo"n €'r generAtion ready to supnlant 

'bem, ~ that the training, though ,.nn~"loDsly administerpd, 

io nr,t A systf'matl(' Or' y.egJ larisF>1 sc'1~oling. R,· thj~ 

,. ",i <i e type of training it i'> pr"p')sed to fi t the child 

dp inttely into its folK- lif" by ~ repressive, dominating 

sllb ,,,,.ti "n. Tnf' ,,1 prs qttempt to " nstl tute a psycholo-

gl~"l r'll to c,ompensate for their waning physical Drowess. 

~n'~ a'm i o iimly apnY'phpndpo, but the SOCiAl force w')rkinO" 

t)· T " th i ('onfor'ni t r becomes 4e"in; t '1. maY'ked as the 

.... 'l-11'=t r-r, 0 ,..h ~ ","9tl1,...i+ I • "r'}1C1 vn'1Jnt 1nftltrt:lt1nn 

'l"l~ , ot" 1" ... of' +n" folk-("llt\~e to th" cl)jl;1 ('onfe~s 

~rn pttpmD"', f'itflll end Sp0T'Jiii,.. +hnpl'Tr it rnp~" he. .fs 

insti+"·.,,,\ to train tr p ~""ld. 

" ~or"",on mptr,v' of trsnsm1+ttn"" the "'llTure-tn~lt" 

tl~ th~ cbi1ctq ~~t~nt10n In'er sll~~hle ~1r~1m~~Rn~nq, 

n t. ~ ~~~ an~ ~Al~R 8~P ~0nq+~"t13 ~p~1tp~ Rvd lnder 

~f f »'e 'nstr ,.t1 



7>'. 

These stories a1 'ay~ I'"V P ~ ilefjnit .. moral V3."'E' t') 

point. I discovered t a les whose purp ose J q t ') en~0ure ge 

~1 1 1C"'pn~p, r~veT',oncp f o r 1hp a~,od S'1 0 to d--1 ~c')qrQge 

ld l "nes~ and greediness . Others rpfe~ed to i n qulsJtivp-

ne~S1 """J"l'lonp ss, van t i l.,. , 1ea l o' lflV , d1 !C3obpo i pnc e , "' OWA l"',,1f"'E' , 

Sp ' -f'1Bhn("·H~, 8 tea1 1nsr, r- Ov p t 1 1ouaness and pe r ClPv e ""' I\"l.""e .. 

'l'h'" . 'o')rl 1~ n~al ",,'''" And l"ew.~(1ed , t h" b .. d a ('tion p~omptly 

qn~ ~evpl"'pl"" '~ n1 ~h~ " , so t ha t thf"sQ ins t 1"'u ctive tq1e s 

A+ t .. mnt to sho'" a 10lri~"1 c onn("c t ion b etween mClJ'R l lt v 

an" h"np 1n{' ~". 

Fnr th .. l""C" l~i tr .. n +, diso'bedi"nt or w'Iywar d YO'l th 

'IPO" WhO'll all th" sp sl1bt l e inf'luen<'es llRve littl e eff .. ~t, 

th .. "' .. "" .. nther pffpctive medi". no lE'sS powerf u l , to 

ae" ' lre hi q ('onformi ty. Physical Duni shffiPnt 1lV":' be employed 

+') ' ord~ le l'\di n g the child into the cn~rect path. There 

i ~ A • od ""a] nf violpnce "'hi ~h i~ Drov~k .. > by personal 

AI' PI' of A pPtty 60~t. but there 1~ 1j+tl' discipline 

WI +1: " p ,' r n"'l i ve didactic aim. 

nn' e '11p loved reg'llarlv, beC'all,," the child romp""hendR ear lv 

th" child" n obe y inqtinctively an" T thJnk thi'l '11'l.V he 

1"" n th e ""cumlllrt1vE' e"fect'> of th" inf111pn rps I have 

I notic .. d elsa that ~OD0~~1 ryuni~~ent 

le + q . r ve " v 1 lvhtl ' 1'01" th p chil"T' n are Rll"f'e1.v harien('1. 

t, 'h" 1'1,, " en' b' f+'"ts of " life in th(' OP~~. 

RtE',,11n ~f f~oi, ini"~v +~ p~npprtv and s+ ~ 1 1ng 

().f" m~ne ~T Qrp nri'~D""p~ toat call f'OT' qevP .... p ,..hasti~(',"pnt. 

vP~" ~ OfTlI1'o n mone of p"nishmpnt i 0 th~ ruhbing of pepp .. ~ 

1n+"'I t po e"~es ")r- l ips anCt tn .. n pxpo~tn thp f"l-ol''=' t, +'tI~ 

ri c' i - , l~ o f other ""mpa,,,10n'l. 

A Ve!AT'tv sm 11 bnv 
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1ntervpne. Children are all th~ tim~ hplng re~1nded 

of the treatment metpd o'lt to thieves cau'!"ht in th .. 

area that they bef'ome ra theT' r",l'lct"nt to steal. 

had the ill- I'ICk to see ho 

that my blood ran cold. 

a thief was raught and bp"t",n, 

I wes un1~r the i"'pression that 

there was not a single ~an ~"~'m~ the pla~e who did not 

beat hi!!l. Ev","v one want"d to give his quota of punish~ent. 

Ston"'~, stiC'ks, sandals and fists w",r", used on hi"!. ThP 

wh~le town we~ after him. I am still wondering i~ thpt 

'IlAn wc>uld ever recover from hi'l wo"nd o and bruises. I 

WAO told of insta'1.~~3 in whif'h cuts were made at thE' ""in'er 

tip' of' ~hil1T'eJ') who are fond of stealing and pepp""r T"lbl)ed 

into them. If a chili is fond o~ bpgging for food from 

oth ... rs, thc mother feel~ the chili 1~ d1sgrscing heT', 

and she trics to SlAP of"" the child's hands wheneveT' he 

or eh~ Btretche~ his or her hand to beu from someone. 

At t mpc; she !!l'''' p"es~ a hot !!lorsel into her pslm to stop 

npr fr~!!l hpv~inf f'ro!!l ppople when shp ~ees thpm eating. 

I ~,,~e arroes a mother who "sked hpr ch1 1d to return the 

T'Amojn"" ..... ~ted &rsi'1('1t -It, S}"\': T'PpliPln th1}C>, "Pe 1ust at-

e whol~ Q~ 1 n~ kpn~ev. I em not feedin p1~ in or~~~ +~ 

" .. 11 h'.", (the lies bphind thio ie thClt during the slav" 

'1e.'~, hF' Elav~ haC' tn be well Ped in nrrlpT' to t'p+('"h f7I')Oci 

f r 

t,y) fl'rP. V TO" '1 1 r 

"'Tlt + .. r t t f)'1 fOr • 
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')r br"lektn!, ')f' mat"''''ials, 1 ik .. nlateE' an1 p')ts is Il'lJ'1shf>i 

B.ni F! p veT'j;>l y f"T'')\'r'1P1 uoon. 

T hBYP alrp~ y men' '')nf'd th~+ bef~re three, no 

jlstinct1()n~ arp made between the sexes. lathing 

whicY ia rq+hpr m .. agre remain'> the sam'" for botp sexes. 

eV~f'ot " f'f>W fom1.nine tOljche~ which Are adried t') thos .. 

Thl B m"lY " .... mpr1s .. of jn~t tW0 or three small 

' 1TIl>:J"rs ' which is presented for thp outdoorin- cere!!lonv. 

At ahmlt thr .... , maternfll nr1 de makec a ne'" bid fa'" the 

"m 11 1'"11"1. A tiny f1",)c~ b01ll"ht f'ro~ the market is giYf>n 

t~ her, Anri th .. solemn eyed chili 1~ arrRYf'd in it for a 

f~ A+ th~ age or six a~~ UpWp.r1~ sh~ ip ~ivp.~ 

th .. hI 'f> 1)<"lbR spirt) ann 'lmall c':lYe' cloth idon t i('fl.1 

wi 1" '''''''11 '1. ~,..om thp moment when thp little ll"irl an 

1 .. ,.. 11 r-ht1 Y 01 lie" ",i 8t""'8 fl.,..p dr"A .. (1 i df'nti cally wi th 

th 1 T' ""0th",Y' A. t h 01'Q"h -t t mAy bp. f('\l" 1u ..... + 8-" h0UT' C),... t ", 

+l- -j • tp in t .... 

1" .,.-1 I' r'1 ..... ,..1 ... :') cl')+h'n-

, nq J ... 1"'" S" ,...i r.>.f'l:, ()11~ 1 f)~ '1-' '·0 t, 

11 1'" H'lll - thp mo+l) 's 

s·.. Q''; .f'+~ 

... ,"'\ I ... t t'h h i'1 

h 

+ ; 1 



about t hese (j a Il s i-, that 1t seem." verv .;~"at care is 

t~"~n e bo 'l t thp~, 'for I 'Nf::te;> sh")'1m tj·,)lls which had been 

,,"e O. b y thr"e ~ onsecllti ve sisters and in Borne csses b~' 

t w,", . The rest of the posses'lions were all improvised 

onef . There were a collection of shells, odd- shaped 

I ';J . 

otonp~, 'leeds, eruptv perfumery tins and bottles. Empty 

l1ilk tins, and oi garette tin" t'or' their 1m! tat ion play" 

of 00'lSi>- ke"'pinp;. 

T ,,""ntion<>d in one "f' the toni"" that i t took a 

"Or'" 1 nng tim" flr the "bovs to SC'lUi r'e th _ h t i' ()~ 'olding 

t"" pi Iudi tv. Al t1' 011 gh th~y a 1"'.0 gi v~"":. r"'mpe1"s when 

v"'n', T connot ~pe(dficol1' classify this into any agf' 

r"'lD, f,r thorp ~ere 9 lot of variations .. All thA 

°'lm", the nsbit'f)f rcglll'1r wearing of rompers is more 

conepiCllOllS after the ""'e of Sf'ven and eight. The boys 

en'" at a lesR arjvantaQ'e than the glr18 in clothing. "ihen 

'I"j t(" )/,')11'1(0, apart fT'oT<l the romper, h" hardly has a ("loth 

''If' hi "wn. Whenever there if' tpe neeit f'')~ one, whi"h 

i' 9'1 """asional affai~, he uses the moth r's ' shoulder 

Olo+h ' . L"t"I' on 'men he 8+91'+8 tl he1T) hi s father in 

th' "i hinp: husiness, he ms" m9ke a f'0"l savings from the 

,,4, f'i 1'1 hp ~ets t:> sell at th" bpal'h. If' he is a well 

'h,,"qV"ij bf)Y hI" ~j Ve~ it to his mnther who adds a few 

'lhi 11 t,,(Os t:> it to o;et him" ('loth. OthAT' than this, 

h l'q~ t"l wait for th(" annual distr i bllti0n 0'" "lot1' from 

tb f' ther - vrh i ch also f" lls under the srunt" CA t egor,' of 

T S'lW a few r,f this (".loTh an>i aenerally 

t ~"e nnt nf)rp th n a YOI'd in len~th - an~ breadt1'. 

'!1 o. ~'ln"oV'1t1' reg","~ t, toyS arE' 1'1 :> tit-bits 

..... ,,11 ("+~ f"rom t.re l'ubl~~ r}ns't-bins, a ~m811 rubbl"lr 1':18 1 1 

-, '"'1)11 "I"" --"n, bought f'1:r thf"t'! rom J\cC':'r& by the 'noth,,,,t'e, 

,,,1 t "" hi cycle o 'hl'e16 wt 1 eh t"l' tl'rmed their ~ or1"i ... s' t 
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'"king that clot" V), ,,"t it ihW'1 one time. 

1 t ·.hQn j + ts dirty ? A.m r your CQrvant ? 

Do '')u wesh 

Do YOIl think 

T h'lv~ E':l0up:h ,"oney t" 'be "buying cloth f',,..' "01.1 all the 

t 1mr ? G",t yo·.r romppr a'l~ "ut the cloth down. " "irIs 

t "'n 'lrQ treotpj in the same flay when they are "below 81 x 

e'VF'n S P7 P '" yea rs. 

1)1l ... 1n~ tre firs' f'ew years of' the child ' s lif'e the 

whnl~ houRehold take ''ltere6t t'l him and see that hQ ~opo 

pt intn any mi~h"l.ps. \6 the ('hild plavs about anct 

Bp"'~wls a r~' nd the h0use and the "omoouno, every "oman 

~ abe RneS ebout her domes.i" tasks tries to keep an 

eye "n the ('''11d. IYhen hE' gra"bs 0'" touches anything 

that is r"'1gile or flh'lrp there is a sr'm+ of' disapprovql 

When he p:"es 

ne .,. ~p ire, or any hot tring, a Sh"lt of' horro" 1 0 

"!l8if", era tro ~other or any nth "TO ""'E'la+1ve npq by rln~ 

9 thp. child "'''')"8, and 

it is not good." 

meaninR thnt f'ire '9 not -oml"th1n' tn Or' played with. 

~0me mo hers howev"", Hse thregts of' policemen, sanitary 

in" "'"T''' (t'lci"Qnta Iv I 11scove"'p~ that even m~nv 011e'" 

plp. T"P afT'p in ...,f' thel;; "" t .. ,." CY.,......,'H)~ nf TJenple. , ttlf 

Y"""1 tt")'t"'''" th(lt l<:r1fl? ,fT8in, T will ~f""11 tn p senita""'v 

r c+nr if" to t kp if') 1 ~ fP/,·t ~A,reo tt,e °Y8.ST)e.,...f.lItpn m')t'h~~. 

~~11jrp~ nn o~, ~1811v t~ Jl p~ ones ~~e r~£a~~p~ 

~ 't~lc+iv~, R~i it ~R~r t,~, n~+1~e t~ t ttl WAS 

p"" "y tn .... ,.,1 no <)T 1'8T'T'rl 

V """ '111A is '1llt t eo l'I{Fl 

~ t f' n ~r'l~"p.'1. 'l'h 

noy t.he ()l er cl iIi 

) r r ,1· YlPO " • 



by an "i~ht~en month old c~ild who i o aent on ~e~troylng 

wloat has bpP'l t",ilt. 1 sa'" an ~x8'llplf> of this in w"'i~h 

th .. y,)u",~pr "tild IVA"! trying to brpax: dO"1n th'" sand ho"s"'s 

his plrl.~r broth"r had so lf3.borlo'lslv made. Pa""'en+s 

USll1:l11 V 1vp a torr'pnt nf' mpsningles'" o't"df"rs which tfl oG 

('htl~ tgnor"s an~ Which thp mothers hav" no intention of 

pnfor~tng. 'o~e often thAn not, ')hysical pnnlshm"n+ is 

'''''pel to t"~~h children n"t to destroy things. '!'he chi ld 

who ~rpAka the dishes while spndtng food to the father 

t~ ""oreT'"ly thr~shp", al~oi t he mi C"ht no' have d0n" it 

1 n t en ti onAllv. 

tr0~p~ only ~ calabash io ~ortun8te. 

9<"ver"ly "colile'1. 

tAn." rat .. he '" 

'G.;xcPpt f'0"" the vp.ry feVt mat~T>1als lNl1ich he contr1.vee. 

hl'll~ .. lf, the child hBs very little objects Which he 

Tt is "xpe('tpil that he or sh" sho1Jld t"ontri -

"j), tp 'o"Brd" th .. 8o~ial and much more the econo'l'tc asne"t 

")-t' t}: ("")fTl'!'T\llnitv, g,s F:~lrh +,1'''''' ('Ohi11 is introdllcpd as ear'" 

Thus the 

thin:a +~ey pI,,), >vi th Ar" Im1 tatinn f.-,"'!1lS of "ookin. mP.t .. -

~~ lr < ~ 8 D"",pnp,...~t10~ tnwq,...d? 1~mpg+1c ~ctiv1t1es or eoco-

n' t <,. lyx m~j .. into 6'11,,11 canoes E S " n~epBrAtl..,n towp.,..d~ 

A~ T h~Vf alT" dy stated, th~re are no ~n~~i~ic obi~~t~ 

'ric:h we c""'11 r1 rightly tC'T"m t~")y() in tl)p trll'" g:pn("Ol.Q, py""ent 

t,,()~., 1rnp"'o"t,-.,ad ,.,p~s T hpy 'Tl,l"r+; ()Tl~j in nT'e'1iollS sectil')l1s. 

T~ ~~1 d~~~ q~pn~ ml')S+ n~ tt i~ t1~o in th~ ~;r 8~~ s'1n, 

Thpu ""so 

co "OT"f' '" +;o.n. p ,...th, l=I. n~ -=in'~ nphb1e~. "'h.::a~ .. ho\rt'" v""'r' 

1 \+ ... , n't 1'1 f'C"'~t T 1""', 1')1"1 F"XA. T'llee ')4" tl-.iI"' ..... ~ to b(' 

f"'?,\ t"S"'+ qnli ')1,1- t'" "'tl"~r. 



let it ('T'V. 

chili <~ al1ve. 'rhe more 1 + c~i-e-c::o: and }r 1.cks arp in1i'-'a -

1p a hp~lth~r ~ne ~n~ th0se R~ou~1 bp~m "i+h smiles a~i 

c)ng~"tllatE' the motner 1'or brinp-inc- 1'orth such a he"lthy 

"ell", 

l)",....ine- \+~ inf'~l'}c", the only means of ('"1)rrt'11unicatir)n 

10 tween the crild and its mother and the otber ~pmbpr~ 

When it wants to 

""O~Tlr"n'n i"'.atp hllnger, pRin, T'age, ani 111npss it does so 

t"r"lI'h i + ~ rri es. 1)'11:'i ng t~e 1'i rs t 1'pw !l.ays an:! weevA 

t'tp,.. 1 tR birth t1; "llot1'>er 1'<n4s it ,.."tb",,.. ~i1'1'ir'llt t') 

H'H" ,,)1'1 qr~ C'tqrts to decipher out ("T'i A 6 of' hllnger f"'ro!D. 

t .. OAf" of ) in, thf)sP .,1' J"sgf' <Pr"'l11 tpose ')f' stllhbrT'..,P89 • 

.. .,.. "" 1. 

.. t cr; PS. T-f' tri~ co()lc::; 1t nO"fl th .... it 

h 1'1'1, V. 

t , 

i ... --) VP Sl')llle 

in 

e+ te r 1 bi!: p ~e" ~e DlP 1 ied if"'rTl , foel '. '''1''(' 

~f r 1.''1 
,.,0 < 1 T'P n,.,+ ~ ~si" u 'I + n" h ~ 

th th~ t I<r 1 "flgpT' ~"'I-i "'~ trAn 0"" '1 int:' T" 

~ "f' '1" E'T' ('1" r TP. 'l"h", "ll()st b1+-teT'l tirnp "ll"'tr ~,.. 

T' ,..l-1' "i ""Y"01 (! ~ th",')"tT}-I '), '1'>" . I -1 t < 1 '" 
.. t, to f'rt t> "'l ' 1 ~ )~"t,c:ap th 

'1" 1 i" 
, 

1 n+ .. 11: Jt S 1:> the 

., ..... ~ >'P ") , pr Jt 'PT' r 
, , 



0 ther r~latives mBy try to ~0~th 

,, ~ ('ons() lp p i 'll wiP-,o It 6urces'" ntil tpp m0 her retu~'1E 

c()n ~(' i () l",l y ""ware of pi", nower and his will 0"pr his 1)"rents 

"'" niscovers thqt by crying 1,,,,, and l ong 

eno'lgh he ('~n o:et what he we",ts . As such, crying becomes 

1s habit an1 i' becomes verv di~ficult for him to oVpr-

rel tives lire able to di1' entiqte betvfOen variolls kln1e 

" " "r'JlnC", and ('an 1ll'"e when and in what '.a"s the baby ' s 

Wh~n the baby 'q ('rving from 
Q .... Y\1S 

P In. he I'P('elvps the comforting ~of his mother, 1'0 if he 

i 1e~t t bpar the ~e<ns alone he 1s frightened and tpls 

If the diq1rpss is real, the nils 

c~nt1nll" "ven "fter h" has been pick~d up. When a baJ:oy 

cr i ps b ('a 1 p he pes been frightened by some loud noise or 

e Idc",., awakening, he is rpass'1red a8 ouickly a PCl8sible 

b the '!lother. Vhpn the cp1lc cries for other minor 

Ils('~mf()rt. p lsually re('eives the sympathetic help of 

1 1 t . When he 1~ t1red, hot or hun rv, his cryinp iq 

1 ()n 

I'd welcomes ~lm()~t 

<,,\1 w " ha" "!'pn ,....,.,t "lawn to nle a' 0 It seps his '1I()ther 

hV n1 "'rip f()r her a ttent1 or. l'e ants to b" riry i 

,., v PA -1 t 'I'lle c 11 W'"'0 P .. 8 t~ t" rT'8 -I tn 

h , e t me ~~r lunch "T01.es tr p JTI,)+he"'-' pie' ~ 

I I 1'h .. c wh" 's b' I- t r'n } 1 01 (IeI' brotp r'" 

0' f> 1 he'n n 'f)+ T' .... '1 t"l tn +h1s 1el p-pt" 1 

,~ I t 1. 'r. 



"nT''' of ton, any at+e'llpt m,,'le bv the 1"1'11' tCl ~ ry is 

th1q 11" mp"'l" wa·~ 1s an effec t i ve remedy. 

I""qps tn '."irh "'"'ildT''''' a T'" al l owed to cry the ir 

I nngq out ape very T'are . The an I v occas i on on whi ~b I 

hqr'l an exampl e of t h is was wh en a ch ild wanted t , b e given 

a toy hnl~ngtn~ t " anoTh er chi l d. ~p mother a fter try ing 

,, 11 m~an to ge t tho son ' s'minn oft: the toy, made p im crv 
')t" 

.' o~ ~nver , t he / wes so annoyed tha t sh e gave 

hl a f " w ~pank~ n tho bark. 

,<"le "hi l drpn are US118 I v teased when tho" cry a lot. 

Tho s p 8T" und ev"n call him, ' Yoobi ' - meaning ' a woman ' s 

"pi ld ' , Oth"rs mav tell him th t a man does not rry, i t 

1 co I=t "romctn who cries. ~he death nf parents and relatives 

i s t he "nl v occ!'1sio" on whirr it is lrgitimste to cry. 

f:p illT'pn are m'lrle t,r> stand ncnr t,h" bed nn whirr the "orpse 

Ch11dron who n~ n~t cryan thesp 
"n 

) r " R 1 ' n" . ""peel,,' I v '"he de'l th of thpl r mothprs are s"id 

'T'h1 s b~c')m"'s a tooi C' f"l')r C0nversa t1.on 

It i~ q C'0mmon savina fl')r thp wompn, 

t h,\t +p- w '111 i like to hring forth many g1 T'1£. in orner 

to I V" t he'll tn weep t'nT' tp"'TI wh"''' they iii", 

1+ t" f'r~m th", mClth~r that th ... ,,'ili ~<,simila+es 

At I' .... p E"nt aPR, 

'" " h 1" 



T<h ..... hi10 "T}'"'IT'f' ':)ften, c:ot e .,..ts with cri-=os '3"''' l7UT'gl""~. 

ThP~P thAn ~tve way to a.,..ti~ul fi+pd s vlla l e~ - ' ~At. 'ba ' f 

' .'t ', m1xpd q,ni bl1lred Wi +r plo11"1 s Quawks Rn~ '\.rell s . Tl:pn 

,,"mes the px<'1 tinp: mom~nt - th ~ h~ gi. nn inQ; o f' l angua ~e . 

'1"11abl"9 <'om" O'l t ,," th e blur of no ise s ; ob1 pct a come 

nllt nf th r bItlY' f) f th p wo r1 1 f)utsid e . 

-Presently syll.abl p an~ f)b 1ect t akp a 

~he word anA th e tring merge . All 

n 1 .. bpcome ' papa ' b ut af'tpr a little, onlv the father 

The chilQ as~~ to be taken 

lJ • nr mo"""~ ~ ~ rnplv hol ds UP hi~ a""m~. He points to wh~t 

hp ''VPl''\t.:;, an~ ask-A for it. 

meRr1n~ - t ~1 vf' i t t~ mp ' . 

' Ham' , in~te8d of ' ke ha mi ' , 

Th .. bohy ' S eaT'liest v)ca11 za t1 on is PT"'Jtl~en"our~ ed 

T ,...l 11 ~ I '1ll"1P to l'" ryp'qt tp f'&<>V/ '''01''10:::: '"\T' )rra('le!=5 he 

'1'! ~ ~ h V p ry i c(Po up +" n"" PT' mpl""1.be"l"s nf' th~ h()useh01~ -

A + 1 0 h er vt~i+~l"S, e~ry~~lRllv wh ' h~~ ~Rtper ..... ~~P~ 

" n t'1 v i " it th '11. 

tin 

t ~ his hf\n~ 0,,' ~" "Ma.''''p r')hnn". "I N11 

,( ...., ""' . '\' m-.treT' h"" learn th1 " ~rf)m t>- el,. il~ oneJ. 

<+ W t'J iv", h..l"TI of'),~ o~ 0 ,.,H-er tl t-l" t 

t" t 'I' "H~mo bI"'lOn1". 'ff"pt bnhn)". ~t 0 

b -tAlk Sf <' , 1.,.,..t8 ~T''''''rn th 1 -1 

" ., J""\"f"\ nf t .... + .q]' 1 f1 i +}- t l""Iof' 

nt. 



85, 

f~ 
N:) B tt~mnte: ar p "TJW1.F' t '1 "' E'E,,:,h ()r in~ T'll('t t~ ~ .. h ild 

in thp I""orl"prt l1rp o ro W,,) Y'tjfl 0"'" ~n 'l"\.1ag:p 0n thp wr "')1 p Tr. p. 

When Vf'T'Y V"U'lg, 

Any ~'"'r>T} n T' rlp"11 1isr1rlinp .. As sue» 8'1vthjnQ; t e r h 111 

"'f') J'T' tl-" t "'l1P V/Q,V ')r thp o+hel" thei,.. C""111.T'>e"r'l pi ('ked un 

t"!l srerp 81J.1 I?tnsiv.o w,,)'fIcis tVhJ'!'f' tpp'" stq.,..· .... 1 t ..... 8 fl'Sl'k. 'rhev 

"') 1'1 'l"'f' +hi .... (';In ~nyonp thp m t aq i-F' tr,,,,,,,r weT'f? ("OoDVPT"siP"l" 

t' 

thp 

i.1o ... .... ""'t" "'''l''''l~ i .Ptr'3. .... F'~. 

h ~X' .".~ .pAl;Tl Ii'" 

,t' "'lc hpi""'rf! =tiq ... '" .1' '1 1, '1111:::+ ..., ..... ., 11 ate hie 

.) 'n ~ t ~ nk ~"1 '1~i't10n "f' th'" 'On" j th 

}-, ""m >- !"nl1Q+ kn'} Wh '1 t" !'In'' <( '1'1 hpn 

~ 1 mb' '1~ ",h() r' i sps h's v,..,-t ..... ,,~ S 1("81.0 

UT''' n '"'Il1e"" per~')y;, ~ 1. he tC)l A ... 

i t" 1 ) . h Vrli no"h, t" 

, ..,1 1 i tl- '1 '.rn0Yi h ,.,1 r n n 

+- 7" " 'IT ' q' I' V>')'l II' ~T''' t H nt 

t t AP' t'} '>1 r f TO'" "1 mbe'='p 

- . 1 - " 1 \ 'r' 1 i 'pn. " 01' ,,1 1" ~ 

" () ' 'I k, "I' 1 c )111 0 »- '" t 'It 

.\ h t h 'I' 0 
, 

"' 'h h • 1 , . e't 

h f' t . +n h 1 ·1 

fl· 
,. 
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s en i 1 ~ lThq~r [If' hf?8 t.o'1 or rp""~~ i T"''')oi ff"l"'" +,.·'1'" '1. - 11 ...... ::.-

umminl; "p, T n..,tic"~ th' t ~loil~rp~ 1.,. ''1 t, to k 

thrnu~h thp men's ann older boys love of playing with 

('hI lir~". ".il1.1 ts an" old .. " "hildrpn e"" ve"y mu~h 1 nt"r""t<>i\ 

1'1 tt .. "oh"'~ le.",.,ing to ta k, "'11 ilisc'ISS th,e 'If'f''''F'n+ 

\".:" ,.~ 'Jf f'lcll 1 ty. 



The Methodist Primary 
School founded in 1930. 



s,.,qalJL T ~ CL 

tio~ in th .. a ~es i s a ~omolex on p • 

Th~ 'P A.~e l H-Is s ionA T>1es W~T'e tp., f i rst +0 ~pen a sch ool 

('ril~ ~er t" sci ",,1 has S1 a~noyed the ri-h- gad of' he ton. 

th't hQ h ~d th~eatened to cauRe the blindness of thp eye~ 

,~ their ~hildre~ on ap appointed day. The people became 

'C' f rightpnF'd that "''I~y of them re'll(wed thei.r chil "\ren fro'll 

tt- ... echool the next day. A fe'. brave ones however "a"l.t pd 

to t est the strength of the god. As such they acco'llpan i F'd 

thpir c"l.ldren tn sr.hool each m')rning find w~i t",d nutside 

for the whole of the (I"y. When after a whole week th~v 

llacoveT'ed the t nothing hQPpened, they were incl ined to 

+h' ir children broll<tht t.hem bac\<". Those who attended 

'PhI" 'Ietrodist 

('Ok OVf'!' tne 

"('hool ~c"1e/lP t. 

"'hr' PI' mt r (Octo" l 1.~ still not ft'11 "ni its lower im ... rv 

q 1 'l')P'" nts Ith '\' g P ~ "st1c, 1 to 



Ranged round their 
teacher, the children 
listen to an A~ican folk­
story. Expressions range 
from indifference. 



experipnC"P 'T19. y r 9. tse rip e c o:1omi c and s ocial s t a +-"C); b'Jt 
... ". pl q('a 

'!lore nf'ten t t i to ho l S " 0 1' o:" t r id of tr ~\lbl"S0'DP ~ n1 

1AZy "hi11r~n . 

t" otni" -:ngli s h by t h e D') and Say mp t hod. A g T'('a t dea l 

~f pn .. rvv an~ time i s devoted t') an attempt to le s rn this 

1 el1 n:u.Qge .. ~he re a T'e n o diffeT'encee in t he t T' a ining ~f 

Th ,. o:ener91 attitude of mind toward th .. teacher 

10 th t of 1'''ar. Altholl"h the o1'fic;al rule dis ~ our9."'PB 

thp l"e of <'o')oral puni~1-jment. it is fT'equpntlv r"90rteo. 

to. The c'.ilel. meets with A "tricter <ii scipllne than that 

As such his Attitude towarn 

)T' 0 y a'101't th" poor perf'ormance ')1' tl",;,.. c)'ildrer 'it o~h001. 

ThE'Y 10 not 

I ' , t" ·e11001 decisions. 



thi ... h,e." 
wh "",., thpy rea"'h p lrorty, (I",:I!1 "'T'plly .. ...,. ... __ r,:aATlS anti 

tw"I .... ~ f o",..,teeVl 
8r") vp in tpp p;- 1 p l '""t A:" f'r""lm ~ t, ~ "re~T's in 

boy . Tt 1s als" f1""')m th. Sf> q.-"",s thA+ se" jiffer~nce 

f)l") thp wholto thf" n~()nlp FlY'€" n'1t verv much in f'AV01]"" 

l 'any "f' them prefer their c i 1 itren hplpine 

in the f; ~"1ng ;nd')stry to ,,+tending school. The m()th~r 

t "''1 '"'' ~0'1(\ 0'" the snn who b~1 nz~ ; n the money h .. has 

T ""1St ,,"neat ."ys,.lf by saying 

tc t r"the"s "omol"inpil a lot abollt !>ow this ' ~"ope~n 
, 

':1 !'9ti')n 1 ( SD"ili.ng their "h111r,,'1. The ch1ldren have 

0W'1 "n0n th';r relative~ 'nd parents, especially the ;:rrnwn 

n " '1 E' ~h" 
, 

'0 t" ~chn"l. '"''''' plaN i 0 th" 

r h l' m()tr r, ;:rrn pn~ hlS"'l.'1d an~ 0- ;"1("1'" 

~ r ~" 1 , 
Tl. ' ,I" IT''' t,,' m th R +- 1" ~~l" f!l)v p rl1 'It 

". t iT t)" ~~ ,)1 I' [ f' ""\ "r 1 h " +, ~cr , , tl- ~11 

,t 1" "rl . , '1l"pnt 



~ p~~~~~~+10n fo~ t~E la~ter ' s i~d~ enden~e. 7hp r~il~~el 

havp 1"1\ D}F">'1te1. il'l th~m +l--~ f'ac.ll ty of obsPT>v~"n: 'Y\:1 i"'~ tA111)'"'" 

~~ I~~n ~h ~ ~ ~ ~~A~ wr t he hQ~ ?epn ~1s ~qt~er r RD 

"ft~", it is .s if h~ knpw it himself. 

)on""~ A.nd st,,)T;PS, tell T1' +lj.e 

t,,"~·(' l'cl~ ,-,f thpi. ,\)"\(,Pst"rs I3.ncl '<eel' the chi dren well 

i'1f rmp I i'1 the tr'\di t' 'n~ Rnd ('ul ture .... f tae gr')up. Play 

~ V"p Afleql' +/? intr'"'l1.11f"tinn t,.. l;f"p, '4nA imitat;1') tfi 

i ,., I"~ hl" ,"pi' JJ11 by .htrh trat c ,1 t 're is msrie c0ntinu'}us, 

DY'r.>o::;/!:'rve'l, en1 '1l8.\o re"'o~p thp bC,S1F 'Jf f''l'Y'ther aCC'lJnl1atil"\l'1 

Th'" rh.i1-1 A~Rays t'1 f; sr_ t farm, r-ook o-r 

rr lc'" '""1'1 .. ''}<11 in ""spon~e to the imp"l"" of nls -, '{'rich 

ri ml1 ~niTp"'lll+p· fhR'hqs~nl""",qblef'""Trp''''i()n 

'p 1/"',1 il" 1'>1 - "Clr l1 of' 1'1 So'. 

rr., p~ nf' play I 1 0 ('1 E'ST' .-."t, find T'r')rmo::o 8 TIP i()~ 

l) ~ "1'1 'T'phpq""("""C' l, '"" 1t"te~(.loqtc::, 5.(";11 I !ll'1 

",",' H 8'11 nt' pc::! '" TPTI; 1'TI+S i11 R" .. i,.l liv-'n , wi.~ J'rt 

l' ~n r 

, n 



0 ') 

on moonl i~ht n i Rh t~ one 6e~B ,rOUDO of c~i ldr~n of batt 

Ga'lle s 11ke hi,"'c " 

in h y ch ildrf'n who ar~ attF'nding ~('hool. and as thee" f'()rTn 

They are u O 'lal1 v 

~~11drer play th~~ f'or the pleasu~e of 

rnll ~t1v~ 61n~in~. rhythmir"l rhysira1 8ctivity, and 

'1'he ordinary moonlight 

'lrnce i", whic) both ad1'lt' fin" chi oren narticipate are 

r ~~ p "S Dlfl~ ~f this kind. Re10W is the "le~oripti'ln 

Of ~"w nf thes p rhl1dhood qamps. 

In'lla - r)11P of' ~hilC'ren sit in " rircle .,lth 

1oJamo yelp £" 1 t - aw 11 
Ava tse nokta, "tsp lr "hft mie 
nokta Rru' eye mi trema 
AO'hpnp. pvprn1 t rems • 

. rJlo miO'ht hnvp hurt hi'" 
"et a f\oct"'r, A .j1)"'t0T' they g')t ""'or m~ 
fllctor 'Rrqc~ h~c::: I'()t rn.v COWT"1 es in vain 
fie hilS o"·?t '1l" ,,">"'rips. 

h .. 
tr .. r· n" th ''''ne; 't""rh"s 9 ",lave I" f00+. '1'he f:>0t 

h 

w't 

,,,'v f ') T"P'1l"' R nth .... ,..t,...,.., .... 

~h c t ~tr1~t]v f~r ~jrl - ani no bn r W 1 1 ~ 

It L .. a ml1"'f' I'"\'f ..... 1 T" ; n r 



of hend , hopolr~ and st~etching of Ip~o. 

Fw"nl k'vAn 1 - Ri <i .. and S .... k - FoT' both bQVS an1 girls. 

on" 8 .. t hides and the other s .. t fin1~ them ant. "'efore 

thp'l r1de, th .. y have t o inf0~m th .. other set by singin" 

0, t a "ong: 

Kwaani kwaani - I<ooli <ooli 
Neegbe nyese - Woeee Abloteiri 
Winba .. e ee Abloteiri teeme 

Ameye odzogban. 

Kwaani k aani Mooli I ~oli 
Where have Val) reached 
1e hav .. reBvhe~ London 
We Bre coming 
How are the oP"ple of Londnn 
'1'hey are all w(>ll. 

OtheT'~ are in the fo~m of son~s in which e l .. a~er 

"Dlla th .. t'me an" the ~e""'''in 1s take'1 'In bv the rest. 

"'"c)o 1n 'urn steps int.o the middle Clf the ('ircle, dane ... 

b1 t "nn then takes 1"1" 0r h"", pl~ce ao;ain. 

A ~0mmnn m .. tho1 of transmltt1np: the culture- traits 

wi th f> vl"w also towards devplopinp: the epo"'opriate 

"mottnnAl attitlldes "n1 sen+lme'1ts le through its f~lk-10r ... 

'1'hr t the cap+J~e of the ('rl1Q'S ettention, myths, le~ends, 

0" fahl '1"tr"c+ive lesson" and ideas a~e stimulated 

DR''11,," ly in th" child's m1'1i - V!"as thAt will lat I' 

.. v"rt t" it in th'" ,,"tne] cO'1illct of his lif ... 'l'he tribal 

'\In .. , t) f n l"'1l a s(\r", wri<"h en('bles th" "'il re'1 retai'1 its 

rn)T'p e"i0;lv. 

n ,,,1 0'1'" 

"f th Nlmm 'ni ty. 

,. 

" .... t 



S'lmlC' .,.p, .. f'qhles ani. naT"l"atl vps are at h end re.perr1n~ to 

1n--:"isltlvpness., rllden~sB, idlen .... ss, vanity. 1ealousy, 

disobedionce, cowardice, selfishne~s, infidelity en~ 

n,.-qp'ipr'm~f". The g')od is praised and rpwarde" th,. bad 

~~tion ~romptly ~nd severely p'mi~hed, s~ that thpsp 

tn~tr"r.tiv" tales attempt to sho·. e 10171"al connection 

betwp,.n morality and hapnines~. 

94. 

Tn the "ventn~s ,.hen th~ ~"n has p:one dow~, when al' 

wlrk i~ ('olllPl,.·eo, 01" wome!" hr)t'sewives end ch11(!ron gathpr 

togeth .. " to t .. ll stories. '1'he children s • listeninp: in 

~""p aboo~ntton - their stq~1n~ evps and countenances 

ch,wtng their wond"rin.::- intprest. As th~ narration goes 

'"m. It i~ interupted bv nnf> of' the p:ronn with a song whl('h 

m'l.y b t£" OJ" over by tho rest. 

t'",.,. thAn ni n<>ty-f'i ve per cent of' the people a r .. 

i~ v·~·p l1m1t p 1, ani c~11i~en hnve ver" limited aeneSE t~ 

1'''' . eri 1 .. e might t .. "m forbidden. Tnf"rmsnts r.~uld 

'1.'it .,.-\,p 'Tlf A.'1.V 1!'1f',rma+1 r m ('In this issue, A.~ Rl]ch I had 

t t , 

"1. 

f' ""I 'r~ tp .... ttJ.,...i P9 wp-r Unbi 

J " .,....r 1 

'TIn'" ('"'hil1.,...pn r- ve 



The boys at an early 
age begin to carry tools 
or tackle to and rrom the 
beach. 

Helping the elders at 
the beach is rewarded with 
fish which is sold ror 
money. 



00; 

He is i'1st,!,,'pc t ed to strui:gle 

for his ovm self-:naintenanc"'. a.s the :na terial c"l +ure of 

+..",1..' ~~M \' ,,~no'1S does not p"ovide for, more for the idl" 

Life is a "'tru-vle against great odds, ani it takes an 

in' j vld" 18 efforts to get the necessary nouriEknent with 

~1 ~~ p~imitive tools. The child must therefore be 

+~ ted as "'arly as po~sihle in the economic ~n~ domestio 

1 j.~ of tJ' ~T'Ol1p. Food getting i~ a. cO'Tl!l1"'1i~l ef .. ..,r+ ,,1' 

l' "ily or ETouP in mic" th~ ~rili'r'en als join ~"rly 

+0 ~iri to fre viF'11 f)f' the en+i'Y'.o gl"'I")UD anrj ttp}s hplry tr') 

N~vpr+heres , the enlistme'lt nf the 

or i 1 d ' a 11 is dictated not simply by the 'Itruggle for 

i~tnf1CP of' the folk, bl1t by ~ desll"~ tel mBif1ta i n a 

The child 

tr 1 ~ rpnl n nts 8.T)d extp'Y'''e: thp pR.rents exe-rtions v,d th 

rId "1. t I Vr'- t")()l ~ 1n orfip.r to prnv; 1,.,. '.in1nter,...,pptefllv thp 

~ .... 1 1 VI nv 

P'l nu v he. F"'nc~ one sees, in the nearbv riv r, ch<ldref1 

o 'e' °omp fish 1',,~ t r e f'ami 1 v tablp. 

Pr..,m the start the whole Drocedul"e 1s in play form. 

TO, .., n -11'1 who goes to fill the w"+"T' DOt. at tre "8 tel" 

"'"It ne the fi"e d'lring the coo]{ing, and the liitle 

l'\(v I- ('l .... co "'''nips the b1agpT> lad Q t thp Bho ....... e, 0-y. pe1ps 

t it'l, 'hi ..... npts A.""''''' T'e .... 'lv f"Tl1')vinp- 1>' -arne of' 'n:e1'1 

fT t "."" k i~ tn r F.l en p ; ~ """0t vet A-=cnton-'lpd f)f' 

0, l~t 'N ; t'h tae <'jAi1V or "f' t'- l' ...... t ") 3~. ~R sl)on o~ 

h 1 '. 
t'1a+ 1s at tn~ ':If''' '1f fiv" 01' six, a (' 11" h,~-in8 

, 1 j.+t1 <' ~rn""" "A nh{"\1 t tJ; h, 8 Tj" <:'+-::01'+ b" T" 1"'1ni "" 

~ ~ hi. "Y1n"''''e 01" ,), r h ..... l"",+h ~rQ T':1 ~:\Cl:t " 



A common employment or 
the girls is the carrying 
about or the still younger 
ones on their backs. 

Children do most or the 
carrying or drawing or 
water ~or house hold use. 



Oh 

"'hev lJlav A SO e 

A commn"1 emplo''111e,.,t of' t " ,. irIs 

t p p ~ r~"ing aOo'lt of' the still vou'1gpr ones on th<>ir 

~he latter ar" but 

t~ tpr"'" y~ar old h~hies. 

Tta boyq are flpt to be tnnllcted 1nt' the men ' s work 

ar" t~n th", ~~n h trusted to 

T' • t I' " 11 ard th flsh1nl" lille~ o,.,t to d,.", And prpnp,.."" 

t 'h~,.., "1~ tl 'r ()y t "e ne .... t 
.. ".! 

d~y ' s work, fold;n lJT' tP" sail 

0 • .... " lt1 f 1,1 1v" ln~in un h driP'l l in,.,. "'''0 Ulh +1'''' 

c"'''"" le I" T' nA"'" "1' m nd1"1 0f' a )a fTl" pt re 'J.1 Y"."" t e 

1''''' l' '1 t "'''~ in tpp f"1'")n1 olln1., .. h .... b"'l s ~f' ter "n 

h't Ie ~r Ie n A "~'P. Tn 

1'1 '1' R tT' .... ." ..... t~ of' " b' , h 1'l st 

,." of' of',,~ l' 0 of' t "r 

n o 1rl, 1 t 8"0 ~h'" h " i "'i Q 1'f'iC"-'lt 

')1 1 ..- qh" 1.- ~" , t 'b "l'" ,,1' ,. '1 () 

l' <'ell' h't t H '11' 

eot P'I') 



A fine catch of fish. 
On such occasions, all 
children run down to the 
beach to help. 



An adolescent girl. She 
did not tell her mother 
when she had her rirst mens­
trual rlow. ''\Iother is not 
-interested in such things", 
she says. 



EVi"n as yOlln ;o '16 'I t s1 x 0" "lev",) year" of age they can 

grind the pepper, kindl" th" f'1r" an.' stir th" S0UP while 

it is boiling. 

AnArt from the casll~1 '111'1i "hm"nt whi,,1]. 1 s gi ven '!~,~ 

negl igence of dO'lleettc chores, I hgd no instan"PB of' 

pnnl shmen t in connec tion to w')rk. Tnfnrmants c')'~ld not 

Al so glve 'llP. any satisfactory discu~s;on on this Doint. 

Children were generall y rewArde-1 f'r)r wr)rk ~')ne. "1h"n""Q~ 

they helped to haul in the dr"g- net, they w"re given fi ~h 

to sell. If they helped in ca"rying home the fi sh or 

n .. t o~ any other fishing tackle they had ",r)me fish an-

th~~Q they sold to the women foT' money. 

R('hool is over, esn""ially dl1T'ing the f; "hing 8~9'lOn. a' 1 

the crilj~en ~lln do'.'!!: t') th~ b .. ach to help. 

Th(>re are no ""erifi C 'Nork l Sbelled t:o~ crild~"n 

snecifical l y and there are no working hours . 



D " }:Ipl" t v. 1 I")tr h oyco ql').~ ~i ..... 1 ... hav l~'l""n· C::() I"!''P'I'" h") t 

~1,1 t li f'p tr~t 1+ b €"I"'')m~<=' r~ollv ii..p ..... irult to n.etect 

t P r h 1'" l-f("'l.., V r 

ti D~ , . 1 I' t 10 1 n 
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1 "" 1'1" l"'t "I')~~ not rn A." +hp bp -il)ni"1. "f <;\ np 1 i+'~f 

~ ~~~ 1 ~ i~;n~t;~~ ")~ l~ ~1 ~me~ ~ ~""'0~ thp ol~ 
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to ~,.. bpjrlin b ..... b hRvinb 'I p+ .4"""PR.'TlB" - "oct'lrns' p"!lissio: .... s~ 

'T'l-,... [-oyt!' ~ t t),' ~t ... ....,.,.. rp. ........ mp. 8[ J AI" reC)pr pj a~-=! l"J1""1'" S 

ct: hn ~t~·111"1p 

of "I i 1'''1 'lent'''. 

a"lc1 q ggrPRs ' ",., "'a" al ter'na tp \1i th mood" 

Up. to'"l 'il{~ tl'\P g1 1 bel"omes IInif.f'1f'ult"_ 

pp ~,...t natplv + t:> p"'q"\ l e o+" FIe v'l~un, r .... r"'" , 

"'o.n\llct ... ~ my 1nvest1£"Bt"lnn d') Tl",t r~p!p an"" '1,-hert r rites 

F ""pol). t ~1 r npl .. hr.o 'J' ti'P KIp 1(T'Oho~. qnd Clb" ghl a" heve. 

Inro~~antB te 1 me that all jc",as ab,.,> t menstru"t1on 

An'" r"\f.hpT' QPX knr')V' ~dg" j ~ getlJ~T'pd hv f""'l""lo:- -f'rnl1) tr.~ir 

Ps""""nts 

'1'he~" 

co+- P,,.. )01. 

l)urino: th" receA" the" took 

h 

It as 

11 ,.. l' l--p.r. yp" I Ilk'" the 1'1,..' h"the" Rl). .. In+''''')l''l'Up, 

11 'TIn+h",.., qr tnl n me t 6h~ cid not "I' " ). On" O"i 1'1 

+ 11 I m h t th ,~ m,,"n~,...e aI''' n,.,t int...:>T' -st <l. iT A lrh thi?)t3'~. 

l'l~ 1 ' T) ... : I') ~ ti''' ,,11'1 ' S '1tHt J p t, 'l.reS t'lT'Psslnr 

+0 1 e h ,.. .. phr"") s, a'" C'';~Q 'U'f1thpl" ~l,,-t\. t ti' Cln p 

h h , >- n . +'1. 'l'he "b~(':nmp E' 'AT'P ,~ an 9k nirpo 

, ,t 1'1 I'X n 'h ~t '1" ,~ ".+ ..... 'r. -'v ~v 'me arl') ,nt 

t,.. +0 """''''1'Iin'' .. -h ~').,...t}; '1f ~~ r rb now I!. om~l").. 

" "f '"v \/1 1 '11Cl 11 ~ !=:r:01 'n W) n 1T' 

1n tho l' '1'1 '., Cl~ 

" o{~ tC'~ "'., t" th1F) t1 "0 0 

,., . 1 1 • 1 h l' ,. 



'TH:\nner. 

The number of her 

rrlrl f~i~nj~ b~~ome 1imit~', for she mu~t t~ke the n,,~psoery 

pr pr 9ut lnn tha~ hp~ s~e~pt aPA l inFF are con~1jed to 8 vpry 

f~V'. ~~nevpr she m1s-

In fart thi s Seems to be 

t "" onl" amoni +1 ,)D she 1s fre'lul'nt1y r"f'"red to. He'" 

f~"'mer Attltu~e of' min~11n£ frl'elv ~1th boys of her own 

ap;p 1" rl1rtaileo, and whenever shp 10es so, it is a u"'1vate 

af'f'ai r. Tn +h .. soct ,,1 sph""'e th .. n"'.~ ad. iustm .. nts aT'e no 

<ilmini ah .. s S '"'' import"~ of' fr'''n~s o'ltRide th .. fam ilv 

Th" "Ie '1 1 m"tunity "f t"" ,1r1 i~ 'lui(,k"r then that 

of h,.- r' 1 ~r"rt~, ~or I ~a' ~1~ s of f"urten, fifteen 

'1 t"lrt"en 

'1 J int(rc~nr"E' durin!, thjo Clerio(1. Parents 

1''' '11)+ veN ... trict ')n their dallo;ht/'r., behl'vl",,~ during 

tl 1 ., ... .,..~ '"" ~ R"'l thico recoul ts tn the Q"; ""l~ beh~v1np' B8 if 

It -)-0 ao,.,1 .. ""r t spy a('tl vi ties S err to b~ lln~anrt1oned 

ts, th,.,.. .. 1 a ~n~ 1 -tt.tude of non-chsl n~ 

lPC'! on. 

+he -1 .. 1 hR'J a~ ON "rt mt ty t, q t!'l"~ " It f)' most rt 

,f' 'h- '11 "f. 

in +h .. ,. 'p of' th ~ .. ,..,1 PH' rov h s nl) "'t 

Alt ) - ""\l"'''' 'mC"isi ')'1 1- DP"'P i +." f '1" 

.. t 0'" r l"'f'nnnj r 1 tf'. Tt 0 l' • V" 
th t>,.,v PO' 

.,., to t, .. "f f]-o V ,., ,.," tI h ,,~. t of' tp" t"J 



j or i ~ 

r. ", f- '1 . ,- t -:. 'F' P ' 1')1" '" "'180ft T" 01 ..... tl,. 

1f T lov~ V' "T 've i~ ~""pat. t 

1"11'1 f 'Ol' ,.t m Tll)t. " 1 n'OU p th 8" fir WOT'!1 n~ 1" the 

f' 11 1" t '> • 1 1k~ elc:>t , th n1"i 1",. m 'ie t'O ~hnw to the . r ...... t,::. "'l"€' '0 th" ; .,.1 '11 • ")tnp ..... s hal rH~mes 

, I f> nRo A"1krah" , ' I T")p 10\" 0::.
11

, ff"Q "V R0g T>Cl." or. thpil'". 

T '" n '1" pVfI If>" .,~ ill , ts ' lov" rnr a 

Tl t" 1 (' ..... "r)1"~~p"' ..... ,D .... r II t e ,...1u I" e. Arf> lven 
ove. 

l),. t f', I p" 1 ' ') "- I 1" 8~1"e" +" c:.n<tr '"In t (> 1ovPo T'. 

At'l .. " '1('1' I" 

T' .p +, tl1'''l1 

1"e ~r"1nj ~ ~ h "Or +1"Tlf', aI" 

q" H,o h 8t i )f" th '1" 

This was round with one 
or the boys in the only Mid­
dle School in the town. The 
girl is his girl-rriend he 
saya. Both have reached 
adolescence. 

"d 11 ts Rlw v", 

1 lvI'S. 



A P P , '{ D T f' E S • 

... l1.'1m • 

t hi,.. 

~) ll" I n tl 

t n 

i ~l ) T' 'hI (" ,.... ,..+ 

then 

t' r ,...i t 1:1 1 )n .... 11"'1(" ntt1tioD 

[1 _ v " 

y " 
" ') 

v 
" ~~0 

Vo" 

VC0 

V ') 

Val') 

v 0 
v n 

Va') 
~rR'"' 

vao 

" 
, v :) 

') o'i 

') 

"0 ') 

V) 

, 1 



Wail. Rail. Hi3..il J May f'Q.:'nin 4 s<:l: t'"''')me 
A.re ()llr v0iC"es one ? 

'iail, l"t happines' Celrle. 

"T'r p strqng~r ~~1h8 PB.S C0':1H.", hie b~""k 
1" to'"B T'O ~ tl"- e 1~ rkness 
U;" f'''I0'' 1'3 to"'ar4 E the light 
"a" h~ wor": f'or his f'nth~r 
It"'! hf' work fnT' hi" "lIother 
Ihv h .. not steal 
'I'h.. ~ i Idrpn of' this f8l!l; ly forgi V" 
F>verythin£ that f"an b~ forgiven 
)fqy h .. cone t:J r"'spect thp' world 
llpon h 1" '1lQther' s head Life 
Up0n his father's heed Life 
T+' Tl'r"" shn"l'; make e circlF>, may 
,)1''''' ~ha1n bp comnle.te 
Tf' , .. " "i.g 8. well may we C0m" upon w" t .. r 
Tf , •. p fl""e~ Vln+e:- to batt' onr joln.A..s 'T!AV 
t"hp·, b p l"pfT'PS eA 
r.('.,.,- ... ee:.e w'tli+p r')q~ it be wh1+~ cley 
Tf ,.fiD ""p..,. 11J, ark may it OP our sla.vl") 
r;r(,ll'1lsppct G8.. 11k,., the blowi.ng wind, 
bF' bptt~r than V')'lr w")rd 
You f'e but you hayp not seen 
Yon h .. ar '))lit you have '1"t he""d 
A c'ir"lmspp("t na. d0es not lie 
'l'rvlAV if' any w t tch or sorcerer is passing 
an', asks wh~t we are doinr and the:! tell 
hi n 'lD'1 he says an" evil word nT' wiQhea thst 
the 0h i 1 il Iving here shoul'i die, 
"h 11 thi "lessing 01' to his bles.;? 
H." eines<lP'! and Sunday kill him 
T ~t 'IS hoot upon his hear! 
Eqil. Let hllppinoss CO"lle 
A..,..p noT' vnices ODO) ? 
Heil. Le h~ppines" ome. 

A-'Ilen 
Amen 
A~ n 

A.,"rJ1"'n 
Amen 
Amen 
Amen 
Ampn 

A",," '1 

Amen 
Amen 
knen 

Arre"l 
_~ I7le"1 

Amen 

"f'i'n 

Amen 
Amen 
Amen 

Oho; 
rpt him dip 
Ho-o-o 
Amen 
Amen 
Ampn 

Teen t~ ('''11'' is l"t'1 nakei on tl"-~ p'r')l]nd near the 

fl\n~~ t t T'~e tiT.es on the roof'. sn that it trickleG 

down )n th ~h1ld 11ke r~in • 

~ ~ i i .:j~ ")('\ bo 
?l i ; .., .... ,)0 h" 
~(1 t ''''''("1 bo 
Oh l"~ 'b vi () a h,."~"le 01<" 

Thi~ is t", introduce the 

Amon 
Amen 
Amen 

'\men 

" th n ki ~lr t" ~'" iln ,entl~ ,; th his left <"00t 

s+ri "'jo~ ,.,., with In r f'not-

T 
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+tp, m"1P Q t1v 118~ovp~"n~ ~ rpw b~i no;n S 8n~ ~~u""ioni~r 

t~~ ~'11' t, aY0ii +hem. 

La+er on - 1't" 
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., a 
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r" 
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1')1' p ,,1 lr -to'l :r:~rF-yot 1', '·P" i+ ~R t t pn ,).lt t '1r Si'>t 

T 1 ~ 
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n (' • 

l1n~0 (nri ~~t 0~ DT"iestess). 

,1 +1-')1 h tr ~')~ t s in"luen('e 

-1, 

• 1 
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, 

"t 

t) ~ g,~ )~le~C t~~~ ~re ~;~~t~ o~ n~ie~tpC~F 

(,,,,n+- .... + i hel i(ve1. t'J ~ 111 .... 'Tlis-f"ortnlie, 

t'i t'1. ct Ud is 

'If' ttrc 

"'f os t '1~ "1°. 1-

'T10"7 q~r'" ...,.,t-r "'~TTT). 

A "n, • 5l1~" '''1 l' ",. r 1=4:r-if''''I· " Ie < 
~ 

"" f'" qt 'Ln 1 ' , -1- ',)1 

~ 

1: 1 • , . h in. ot ')~ "I~ , - ') -' 
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tTI~pg4 pr"'" eC!. Ipn I)lr..., pr'" "k"et .... if bov~, ann Akwele 

n ~ln~n i~ ~i~ls B~P ~plipv~~ ~n hav .... th~ sqm p er~~1 t AS 

st '~, ""''1 

hl")..,...nco hp~r:lof0rtll tr 1- .'1~1 "'H)~t- f'qu0"l"'en tT',oP'~ll~~~ 

T'\0~~~~"'i')n'1' i-f" on .... ("If thp.,., beA.ts the horne:- together ('~111.nf'" 

t'l.."in o:! l- i~h ri, n'1+ l--avp 8 snp-cial 

A 111]"1tl'3T"Cl, ~l"1t 0 r1 c1(8I'1"1itl-],'~ 

i • tp~ T'PrY' 1","'1 :)'1 1:'..:.' ip. "pi '0 l1C1ve an"''''; , 
') "'1' 

~ " 1,0 > '0 ~ " " "''''In-rp.neY'08t''" n')n .,. th l"e 1. 

A, twi' RT''- '" ~"' lor .... " '" hAve some ~J1't of i.; vinp 

~ t'kp'O "l e~ b1'1~ " 6',)Y'O'" l.re t" 'h i ~ f'- '1 "lPveT'-
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, 'm""' ... RS 'p Il."'e " 11 t" 
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Anqn ~ ~ ~'fte r p,::-:vi na r pceived God ' s "'')n~f''n+ t l>s t !=In'" 

m~fTln,or 0f' t h ~ni'Tl"" l k i nt.>"'1m, r) pokpi his T'l'"'l~e OT> i llS t 

th l<'"h t a b o'lt hi s f'ri eni ' q a"" i ~s sh )l'ld '1 ie, got a h o~ 

an" o ~,.t "l1d l"d t o pl "" ~h a .,.. .. ,f'\{ wi t'l n" S)1.1 on t t to make 

a fOam. Tho T'of'k l av '11"""" t>,p fll:rm onl" path e o:'1n- to 

a. .3 tY\t=).(~ m whirh al tho animal s ,'spd 8S tn.ei"" irink1n 

A~ U .. p qni~A l o 'OPC:-s~~ Al'1n""" nn t}-\p-'y, wa"." t ") t l,p ',.Ilat!C'r 

q1.~P , 8'1m of thl'll'll hnl2'A.1" t" Bn1eT' if' AT"'\::jl"ls"" was in his r1gn+ 

1""'1~ ,Al1j q(''T'I a w~n4 ... 1. at ~hA+ (If' WRQ trv1ng: t ..... d"J .. 

" 11 wen-v .. '" t' t~ hnpp,.,.,,.d th",,, :fell d"wI' "n' di('d, f',.,,., 

w , In +1'1 r,.,llert thorn no s'nd them t~ hi o w~:fe :for their 

rr.e 1 . 

1"i 11 

, .. ') 

..,f' 1 R t '\ 

f'1~ 

AI' 1"'1 w .. nt +~ 

vvnT"k. 1] ," 
1,., 

rr '\ l"t- 1" ,,\T'.lP 

" e ,., 1 n > 

, 
J ' 8'l. -1. 

'l- "''1 

t .knan"e 0 JUt " s to 

t!'l~ pIs" ea,.,lv 11" th .. Mr'lT"ni '1 ~ ani started 

S"1.C°'1. 'It "'~ h 'l"'qi<" d \1' 1'i !-F'ad !'l" p,°W 

11 by 1 +r -,n +- '1Vl)n ,. ~n i • For 

r)' ~ th,. 1"' .... D "'d. An ns' t c~n'!lp WC1T'T" 1 ." ~. . il"k ah,l + hA ]'1"p ~nln . ~)r hE' 1<ne 

>h 1'" ~ It. "'~1' " n' hpl:f h....,nT' t> 10 

An ~ .. ~ ~ l' ~ W C"",... ,)a!"'&' T 

'<1 'l- "''''!T' ~ hI"' n' .... n" p!"\'~"p .. ., >- h" )n 

~pt(""'p ~ o .... h 

" 
f' ')~ Tn l' 11'- , 1 fOp T h V 

.- ~ tr ~ 1" 1:f '11f' ~,.., ~ 11 > ve ell +l" 1." 

t to' 1 ... ·tl- in r'"T\ T' +, I' "" 
'",1 I'J. ' 1 Hi , p '1 T> " t 

.. h l' , .. thp 

, 
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1"0 

A R'1'I)PY APnT'T A "F') l\ I)V Adjel Sowan (f vf'fl.1'~). 

'lli)th eT' .. 

It .. W"~ late :\n 1'e t '1rnin nornf'. On t>1~ way 

,Ihen he 1'a hom p he f"und 

He ran tn t>1~ ~ather's house the 

"'" - 1 ')('ked. 

'1'h ,,1~ C 11;;}1t t>irn An~ ate hi'll. 

"ll1('hi'th nllp'ht')~a11h boy!'. 

'1/' e.t + "hild w') 11 wish fn~ if he weT' g1'a"ltf'd Qne wi st>. 

'Hl~ 11 e t bpCQfll K\\"\Jl1e ';)~T'lm r. '1'0 plye 

T .'ant t') 

'-, ,t' ~, -1 T' • 

pvr'Y'" t 11"\ T I S' R"'I 1 

r. 



A l""t,A~' Y'nf"'; p (A ft €> f3F'VI""'""1 H~o ," r ) 

T h r'l "'p ~ 1 0n" '"'1rw tr ~"1~ ~ .f" J" t hec ~. I Am ' Af'I..ky. 

T q .... vpry Atl"' · .... 1"':t - . T l1 kp b~1(inw, 

ld"'l':5I'n~'( 

~i ~h_ (jI~~ vfc4:d ?()V 

'11". pp"s T a~ to'"1 tT'1"\ 'Ql""A')!"'Ip. I t-, '1"t. 11< srh()()l 

v ~" TT'v",r. T . 1 ",Flue " arT' 1 '1tth my br')·l1p",~ 11 T> ,~ pr p 

~ +\ 'l'h" '1,,+ -j q> ~,. 1 f! 'I"lt r f'ir" .,n T .,t ,,1. ~f)mt • 

?'y f' . 0T' q '" 'f PT'TI" n n 'lot1- PT' 
, '" ~'\.- n"'lTl 

T hAll 1: comF" '1 11') .... ,..." ',.,1 wrF 1 I fT'r>O', 1T), 

T A'" y ,,1 , 

n" r'CE: t. 

T nf. t .... r .. ,.. .... rn 1 1 r:l 3 r 1'}'" 

T ." 1 



( 1 ) v~" ,,,It t oj'1~ ' , t) '1'''> ->-e An'l.7-nv'''t 
K '1("1 1...,11 t q;inA.i, +,0 '1v"'" ,..,. p AnA 'T1"'lT' Y '1"" 1 
Y O'"' Y ')(\ 'llp l a 
"n1 lY:p a ~ h 1l0 qh.a ave 
'")f .... i "'it~'1r k"T'.qq 1 ~ 

~ ~t"' j 1. '7 1 '~'re 
n-: P"" ~" ,rR ' i R.lTIp"l'Tf!>1) 

7.tp Tes 1 . '3 t~i '~i1zi. qrq 1 p 
"') "'1 ~?:i p-1,,!ple, am~kf>p ppl t"'I ~be>l.a 

'hr, voo, K'loml i tsin"i 
T p. !l'rp p-h"'" Ana ..... -:Jn"l'')bi. 

Bush cows heve Vrt.1) not ki l' n ' top YJrl.'ba cl-il1 
'1h n Oh'l m" 110 l"Ier .. 
'111 Df"'1r 1 f' s,,~ .. 
The t-ptsp .f'l-r RI ' v~ , "h) i"l • to hpat4 
T t "1'V':.ans, 
Thp,~ st, 1" f"'lQ i f ~i 
l-T .... B..' -lven t t1:z~~?:i t to ert wr '1 h~ 

"D"TI t ) m psh1.f'. 

111 

1) .... 1 ...... i '<il1p~ him ep "",}''''1+ 111ne-'R q~ 1 i!=l ~UD"""'I'~prl. 

m nh0, '''01 bu ~ r~~R 
Y ..,,) r.~ve lei 11 "1 tt , ~ v () ..... ,,'b I""h l' J. 

(" 1 ",,,. " to'"'7b 101 "" "e ",h)m0 

8Jma'1'ri tr, 1-,,1'")1 'n:t~l)~ ..... h,}fT1""\ 

va -1-"'" rrl-J ... m .... A!;p-Pp t)1) • -r p l:rl ", 
v '1'" ..,..,. ..... 171 .... " p_.6'>(=. +" "R 'I- O'b'1rn '. 

C"' ('\'n '1~-" h .+.,'. v.i.",;' A. )prr:: n 

q"'fTI£"l'fn (-It,...tP'''''S kl11e~ q 'nf>T' 

"I .... ~" '" lJer-',., e-+tI'4. i+ ~ rr ttr)f\ 

""'i , .., r'I T '~1'" .,.,., t ~ : t + ,...,"). 

,.".., 
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"'T"I,) .... "Tlt 

~os • 

T11 ;.'.' 111; t - ~n 

P. ' }Ale. Vol TT 

,... "\ (),., T'ln1b 1"" 

'1 i ' 'II - ? '1 

1 T~lq'1 ) A p. ~ ~"'Y"'1n 

" p 0 1 ~ ,f' "Al '1 - '" - "'O()1) T rolF. 
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