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Imroductmn Dom Berna.rd m Kumas

3 You propose to give up everyrhmg for God. Be sure,

_then, to include yaurself among the !,ungs fa 5&‘ e

' given.up.

Tr1s little book is about Dom Bernard Cle.ments. O.S*B.'{ef :
is an attempt by one of his African students to put into writing
his impressions of the lifc and example of one of the great
lovers of God and of the black race. 5 2

For five years I worked, prayed, talked with him and learnt - i
at his feet when he was Rector of St. Augustine’s Theological
College, Kumasi, from 1926 to 1931. He has been the greatest
influence in my life and in the lives of the other students, and
I want others to know that portion of the life and influence of
Bernard that only I, as an African student and son of his, can
describe.

One rainy day, and in the evening, as a student stood by
one of the windows of St. Augustine’s College, locking outside
towards the steps that lead to St. Gregory's Monastery, there
suddenly appeared a huge monk climbing up the steps. The
lﬂ_qum rushed to the dormitory and told the others. No
sooner had he narrated the story than footsteps were heard at
m gate anpouncing the approach of the gigantic
The Acting Rector accompanied him and infroduced
us, After we had returned greetings, shaking hands
iger, welcoming him, they Teft us.
conversation that night was, “If this man is a
will be very formidable, but if he is good, then
» approach him.” Not long after, when the . ..
on tnrlough. Dom Benmd became our .
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" Ee-rrzarx:}? in Kama;siv SRRt
'fef" and back wuzls the Gospel side of the
snly part without seats. On great feast davs
pEisy visHOrs we amanged seats in the middle
ndah on the Gospel side leads to the vestoy
a smalt altir, s another bas-relief of the cruci-
of this and the other buildings are Black:
covered with felt and rarred. :

tom the chapel, ©o the left. is the rector
(¢ rooms aod a ball, with verandah tn fren
first room is the hedroom, then the hall an
hnat smwhcazv is J'c tom, of :r i5 house. It i

iz C& Pl m'

worzies and an.xictics were rcmuu’:d herel ‘The
ays stood up and met vou at the door of the
me iz, my dear. What caa I do for you?”

tor's block you overiook the college farm, with
 pincapple, mangoes and other vegetables.
1's house is the lecture and library block,

> /st rooms. Hal[-wa) bemeen the churcb and
S bcaunfu avenue, named after Bernard

Icssmg of the college.
E(e a bny in his teens. h:,







Dom Bernard in Kumasi =~ 1t
t quictly in the chapel when the students werz
g hymns. He always sang heartily himself, He did
¢ the small harmonium commoniy used out here. He
y rather spoil the voices of the people by the funny
pmduce Wc must h.xve a good Oorgan or sing

lv - G R

"md‘tamained standing thdre whcn the studems were

ing offices in the chapel. until it was over. These passers-by

of women carrying loads on their heads and children
backs, and men carrying firswood. and even people
s who dismounted and stood to listen. & large
of Enmpeaas who came to worship with us we®
by our singinz. We used the English Hvmnal and
» Ancient and Modern. We had a good number and
f plain-chant books.

rd was a great lover of nature. How proud he
he got some English lilics-/-the-valley he had
h him o flower. He tried to tame and train some
f ~and also sent an order for rose-cuitings
ds from Suttons. [ remember how at one
Ejura and stayed at the Rest House, which
y morning he woke up early and watched
‘on the hills far away. The sun threw its
—heaven and earth playinz love. At
the slght of Lake Busuxmvn, lying




[} who was pearing his two-score years and ten.
2T R
r time he heid spens and gave prizes of colleze
meney.  His dear mother sent two silver cups o
ge, and these were competed for
: ’h‘veé to stav in the houses of his old students in the
8 field whenever he visited the places where they were
. It is not common for a European to stay with an
an out here. In his own words, “ I had the ereatest
ire 1n staying with my dear African children.” He took
M in a car to the beach, and spent a whole day with them
jn the sand, as children do. He loved 1o sit on the
sing and eat. Dom Bernard’s “children” had Lo
il he named one “Bernard.” 'Ihz_n in the mommr'
to the Kitchen and begged the daughter to allow him
‘hﬁl’aﬁfﬂb He did all these things so naturaily, and
' big surprise to the other inmaies of the house,
seen a white man couking before.
15¢ many a Eurgpean to know the highest tribute
_wpgg whe is ioked upon as a genuine friend.
 fouks white « - the skin but his heart is that of a
rd had a “biack heart.”
uary, 1929, ke wrote to one of his students
ve to England on s.s. Biafra:
, today since [ left Kumasi. It scems
was back there again, but [ expect
by, and perhaps there is work for

that our Lord Jesus wili keep
i 'bz{s set bciore me. [L

doin England. . . . My very

|
|
E.




Goé hm how many smeng chcm ’w.re ZC«LI('LQ»V

he thinzs to be given up?
. go and work fur the &eazh:n, hu_ m to
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Love for the African

4 ‘missionary's zeal is kindled when he thinks of
 people who could mean so npiuch more to the world
~ Jor God if only they knew of “the truth as it is in

Jesus.”
HENRY COOK.

 weell ! -~

 Dom Bernard Clements™ heart were love and hope for the
an, He was very sad when he was recalled to England.
ause, as he used to put it, “the labourers in the African
husvest are few.” His love for the African grew deeper s he
stay=d longer. He liked the African dress. Every afterngon
aw him in his native kente cloth and sandals. When he bad
to cross from his house to ours in the hot sun he wore his big
: The students used to teil him, “You look like a bush
a-broker.”
was extraordinarily kind to sick students, so much so
we wished somebody was sick every day. He would bring
K man biscuits, milk, grapes, and would give him any -
ed. He would always leave his sandals outside the
) as not to disturb the person who might be
would at every visit leave the sick saying, “You

duty to pay the fares of the students when
] tion, but he always assisted us. Every
ived a gift, and Fr. Bernard often
ngs to any he discovered using too
birthday the college had “a jolly

 barefooted in the coliege.
sandals was detested. We
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nglish sun bumcd all ik sk'n off my leas and
barefooted in N’orfolk for ons day, 2 week or
hey have bees very painful, but now are tw_mr

r.the Af.ncnn was the key to their hearts, Many
dents, teachers, clerks, and even chisfs—{ound it
ﬁur hearts tg hiny, H\-. like !m. \1 xuf L'l:“l

s h to Africa. Hz. saw & pearl cf grc‘ ¢ price
‘hun. and hc would have lovcd to wor ': an

C:.

E ._UOn Surxday. August 2, at 6.30 p.m. (5430
t Time) I am to preach 1 m -Westminster Abbey.
Augnst 23, at 10. 30 a.mn {9.30 a.m. Gold Coast

so I haven't realiy gone. If you have
‘of it, so that I can decide which is
come zmd stay in it if Gud will let

E iﬁetaxewell addr*ss from Kof -
: And I wear alwavs

D. Lakcn at Vv and
Hmm 4 little «old




,Do_riér- Bernard Clements in Africa

- mantelpicce is a group of St. Augustine’s College,
 other parts of the room are the illuminated addresses
the Diocese and from old students. On the floor in their
g are my ‘pipes,” which I smoke usually on Sunday after-
when I am here. : :
live really in a little bit of Africa, dears—and often
land I come and sit here and you talk to me and I show

all sorts of things,and I love it very much.”
Qn ‘day perhaps God will let me come and preach at W.
Do you think He will? I beg Him to do that. every
and,,every pight. I remember arriving at W. in the mght
being hustled by ‘Papa’ into the Bishop’s seat in the church,
the service going on, and me preaching—poor white man,
with my heart fuller of love that night than ever before
st—and then my dear ‘Papa’ giving me his blessing, and
g home barefooted, and that wonderful evening supper
:nmde and serving ‘Papa’s’ mass in the morning; and the
and deer-mtchmg. and the photo in the verandah,
nophone breaking, and—O my dears, I know
te of that visit to your house.”
ad a very happy week-end over Sexagesima with L. and
m Accra. They came and spent the week-end with me
shdom, and will come again after Easter. A. returns to

frica in July; L. stays in England two and a half more

am going to tea with them in London one day soon—
t of them and we have begun I hope to get over the

‘the north and blowing all the clouds towards
Id hop up on one and sail to see you.”
make some sort of club at S.P.G. head-



Palm Sunday Hx_h Mass here.”

ad lunch at Lambeth Palace with the Archbishop of
! , and after lunch I had very nearly an hour aif alone
m in his study. He was very kind and hiclped me a grear

ge his blessing and we said some prayers together. He
ed to know such a lot about you all, and I told him a good

'oday I am lunching in an hour’s time with Mr. Sidney
» Editor of the Church Times, and this evening I go to a
peeting at Church House, Westminster. I am to Be
ask For chalices for ‘our seven mew priests’ in
mber. Tomorrow I lunch with Mr. Newlands at his club,
11 the afternoon I drive down with him by car to show
ashdom. The Rev. A. G. Fraser will be with us also,
It's all very nice, but I wish I was catching deer at
“Deer-catching day is a day edged in gold in my
‘wrote another time.

‘very wonderful the other day when 1 presemed one
the Archbishop of Canterbury for confirmation in
Chapel. The Archbishop was so Kind, and he
0 to the newly confirmed African and sent him

AL hbish'dp of Canterbury, inciuding three
MAIOhbishop was charming, and gave us a

Sun day night I returned to London, aud on. Mom.ay,,_.”f ‘

many ways about my sadoess in leaving Africa, and



y cmt (from the Gold Coast) whom 1 am tmng to
along as you and I would have him go, nearer and nearer
us. Since he wrote that Jetter he has spent a week-end
i me here at Nashdom with a friend of his, M A., and last
turday I had tea with them both and with Mr. A. A. and
r, K. 1 will try to help them all as you and Papa would
me to, and as Jesus tells me. I love them so much. They
We come to soothe my loneliness from vou all whom I 0%.”
‘Atanother time he wrote: “I don’t see any chance of coming
‘mir ,Afncan home again yet. I wonder when God will
" e it. I long so much—'past all’ (not past Him, but past

Knad, Oxford, he wrote : “I am ]ust going to cnmrmun
two new African friends, undergraduates here. I met
terday morning, when I was entertained to breakfasi
lent Christian Movement—about 200 were present—
for fifty mmutes about West Afnca iy

5, St. Albans, Herts) for two days to
Association this afternoon. You




mtkof Addzson are true; bot )cz i&m are degrecs:
His ssnse of humour he carricd with him everywhere.
college, in the honses of commissicners and chiefs, the
and the rich, he save to ali the great towic of laughier.
next v.orld, one believes, the very first wonds ic those
would be such as te make them roll with laughier.
were not at the expens& of another, but such S
fenjoyed®™. © o
‘one time he wrote: “I wenl to the new Zoo, at Whip-
g hills in the bush) with Mr. Newlands just befors be
[t was great fun. The bisons came and blew 1a our faces
| the bars—I kbmkfmm my vast sxze they thought they
1 a brother.”
to one of hls African brothcrs he wrote © T hear
stouter. So am I. G. and Bernard no longer
shake hands, facing each other, owing o stout-
it hmwmve to shake hands sideways.”

among men. nemﬁefanrd(Ievncmsmsapxm e




“ta an el"pmr sn:e ¥

m@ k'% the s f~r ::»e:.d fqr
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g]mse(}od ‘a5 you said jUSt T “Till dedti do s part.’
even th only the mamage tie wm be bmken——thc love =

Th&wme the bndebroom had

%hﬂf dm::h the good wine, and now shey wou!d
hich w wp e g




aterpois ‘W‘th wa.:z. Ax:d when you ge to dra\z:' 3
wi}iﬁna :b&t f.h: w::ter cf Lhese daily 'wi-e s

ani! marvd T"my will see )out iow and
deeper from vear to year. They wiil not know

which drew the water knev.. Yes you m' ‘
hesimmg of zmracies dx(i JCblIS :




hawou!d shd.r.hxs eye:s and spak as
_Inghm hxsprcachmg. e




and duster, with the front of his scapular throws
¢n off and hangingon the door as he did his work.
tease him with these words, “Poor white man at
gndhe would reply, “Ttis good for him."”

it the time of inspection came he, with the senior

his hands behind him, znd the senior studsat:
is work. [ remember once he was asked tw sweep
~again. He thoroughly enjoyed this little work he
d to do.

‘Dom Bernard, the tutor and student, about his
I Bezan to ask God's blessing on my studies.”
Al have done more in one week than [ have done

RArics, traders and' officials who have had the

stay 168, Iuonget in Afm.a He m~pnru.t us to open

after the feist. There are
ace, inciuding Father John
_ilrh has just. canie (o his



s on ‘he eve ‘ar ’.%.) B
Sermon and Bemm,txcn A very stmple md
sermon-was preached by the Rev, O ELF. Laine
iy sentor student of the College, on Hebrews &

‘c ‘to thank him for what he said. The Fr. Recior

ng rather open on such occasions o the winds of
18 desiened i the interests of coolnegss on hot days
' g»vixai the raip sweeps horizontally acrass alt but

-

to glow as the davhu Lcams up.
‘Mass the celebrant was Father B. T. Quartay.
tudent of the college, the dmf‘nn vwas the

pt to show in'the mission field a vestment at
v used in Divine worship in Loodon,
joy ves, their hearts would be very happy:
m pe§ ware the Ven. Archdeacon Sugget,

& mng the Lord anhop of: Aou'a

ers @ flame of fire” - There were oidef men preseat

e could ﬁv:»t' take piacc bwing to heavy rain, the

Clerh.nu, OSB} sang Evensoog and gave - -



Bernard Clements in Africa

, Father William Yalley, Father S. A. C. Lutterodt
dents) and Father John Prempeh. The Mass was
v procession round the coilege grounds. The Pmp"r
‘was sung by two cantors in copes

11.30 a.m, there artved His Honour H. S. Newlands,
Commissioner of Ashanti, together with the Deputy -
ommissioner, the Cemmissioner of the Eastern
c¢ and the Chief Commissioner's Secretary. Varions
‘guests had by this time arrived, and the college library

d to the Chicf Commissioner delivering one of the finest
hes———it was on' the future of Africa, and her vocation as
ges pass—that one has heard for a long time. It would
itficult to summarise the speeches—they went on for an
The Father Rector replied to the Chief Commissioner's

. of the college. The Vicar-General replied to the toast of
ese. The Town Clerk and the Rev. C. W. Armstrong®
1 of Wesley College, Kumasi, replied for the guests to
roposed by Father John Prempeh. Mr. Armstrong
e’gaordmun.y witty speech. He has always been'a
f ours, as indeed have been the whole staff of
And of course the senior student proposed the
students and Father Quartey replied as old
! good deal of amusing back-chat about




ﬁer it 21l over sﬂam——hm a smau chiid whiniﬁg
Ent outside ths cmc.*fn'z because the show's over
n't go in and have it ag&ln!_ Erethren, pray for us.
want to become as our Lord would have us be.”




,ﬁnner ,&o Fazber'Béma:d was given at St
olfeze, Kuiaasi, on Friday, 17th April, 1931, the
Ang given dispensation from abstinence for
vmw of the difficulty of arranging another day

é\innct’\i’zis’ held in tbc lecture-room of the college, and
fdt‘id'oVer by the Rev. K. P, Sakyiama, senior student,
d by His Honour the Chief Commissioner of Ashanti
Newlands, Esq.) on his right, and Father Bernard on

College, Kumasi, the Rev. Fathers Horsfield
af English Church Mission, Kumasi, and Mr.
sadmaster of English Church Mission Junior

the college at present in England), His
,eSt"of tl‘é Rc.v K. P Sakviama rose to

] to speak oi the mﬁucmc of
a whole, and spoke with
spiciix between the Missions
at evening of the Rev, C. W.
ﬁemard’s close pcrwmal .



" Fareweil to Bernard -

5o
e o

leasure he asked those present to drink his heaith,
iowing illaminated address was then read by the
e = o 0o

el Address delivered by ‘the students of Sai
e's Theological Coi!cgej,' Kumasi (Diocese of Accras,
ev. Dom Bernard Clements, O.5.8., Recior, on i
Hhis final deparrure from the Diovese:

undersigned present students of St Aupgustine's
College, Kumasi. Ashanti, West Africa. desire to
r heartfelt eratitude and thanks 1o you, who for
T five years have laboured as Rector. of this our Alma

",only to us. but to most classes of people aroun:
Syous term of office you have tried to understand the

{ery great extent, mutual co-operation and friendship.

eed, your departing from us is a very great sorrow, but.

e regTet it, we believe your recall to the monastery
er glory of God. :

great success and happiness.

e You of our constant prayers, and we desire that

nbered by you as your loving children scattered

~farewell; and may. the Lord be with you.
T meet on earth again, we hope to meet together

We are,

Your children in Christ,

Wths signatures of ail the students

it in residence ar the College]
o, % E T :




Dom Bernard Clements in Africa

h day of April, in the year of our Lord, onc thousand nine
ndred and thirty-one.”

here followed the presentation to Father Bernard, by the
or student on behalf of the college, of two Ashanti pipes
great length and beauty in a well-made case, Father Bernard
plied suitably and with much feeling. Subsequently the Rev.
A. Okwabi proposed the health of the guests, and Father’
lley and all the other guests each spoke in reply. The
ainder of the evening was spent very pleasantly in the
college library, the Chief Commissioner remaining with us
. until after 11 p.m.

. After High Mass at Saint Cyprian’s on Sunday, 19th April,

1

‘Father Bernard was the recipient of another address and a

¥

" most beautiful gold crucifix and chain from the congregaffon
.~ of St.Cyprian’s on behalf of the whole English Church Mission,
' Ashanti. He had also received previously a fine gold ring from

he Vernacular Singing Band of St. Cyprian’s, which he was
| requested to convey to his sister on his arrival in England.
" Bernard’s old students also gave him a gold crucifix and an
 illuminated address.

Bernard's F&rewell Letter

Saint Augustine’s College,
Kumasi,
21st April, 1931.

1y people have written to me—some whom I know
. and some whom I have never even seen, but who
oved the priests who have gone out from this
as is quite right, have felt truly that they were
ase of that. Many of ysur most kird and
1 cannot possibly answer, and they have moved

e
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> more than 1can po:sxbiy say I thauk sowtor them from f
' bot!om of my heart. and I pray that God’s blessing may
upon each of you all the days of your life.
think God sent me to Africa five years ago so that I might
, n from you some lessons of humility and love and service
hich my hard and rough heart didn't learn in Europe. And
Africans whom God has used as tutors to teach me these
I thank very much, because even when 1 have been very
olish and said, sometimes, hateful and stupid things to you,
have still gone on in great patience, giving ms vour love
(s fnendslnp and letting me share in your jovs and sorrows
‘a way that no merits of mine could possibly have entitled
‘to do. And so perhaps in the end I have learned some of
thmgs which God set you to teach me. And now He calls
X to_work elsewhere—it may be for always, or it may be, as
[ pray, that He will one day let me come to you again (that is
3is business, and you and I mustn’t fuss or worry about it}—
ind I do ask Him very sincerely that in the work, whatever it
s, which He has in view for me, I may do credit to you wio
ave been my teachers for these five years, and that I may not
orget altogether what you have taught me.
" And if in God’s great goodness He has allowed me also to
zach you something—as in these last few days many of you
eep saying in speeches and addresses—then I thank Him very
nuch that He has used me for that, because the love between
jou and me is very great, and I should be sad if I went away
ing that I had been able to do nothing in return for 4l you
taught me and done for me and given me.
now we are not to be sad, because we are all living
s, you and I, of the wonderful Body of Christ of which we
ay > often thought together in these past five years, and if He
] m one of His Hands——whxch is me——m Pufope at




ti of trying to open a door!
mydears

Brrvawp, 0SB,

of 1. A;égi;s fine's c o?legc, Kumasi,




! Qn two ¢ wcasxons he bore almost all the marriage expenses
, students who married when they were in the college,,
Jove and generosity were extended to the friends and
ations of the students. Ope day it happened that a student’s
other was sent to the debtors’ prison becauss she had stood
surety for another person. When the Rector heard of this
said to the student, “Our mother will not spend the night in
prison. I am going to get one of my friends in the town
o pay that debt and I will get a friend in Engiand to replace
it.” Off he went in his car, and after three hours came back
' séid, “Qur molher is back-=zo and sce her and make her

.England and even when he was the Vicar of All
argaret Street, London, he often sent gtfts of morey

Dlwesan Association.
white vestments arc finished, and tonight I have got
te,” he . Mat this Retreat House, where I am
Retreat for women, and tomorrow morning I shall
‘am going to borrow them from you to say
morning before they go back to Mowbray's
w you by next mail. I shall scnd you £2




. ’Dékz'Berﬁhrd Clemenrs in- Africa

! , but 1 wamed 10 say Mass in my beloved brother’s
; esanents. I shall say a Mass of the Holv Name of Jesus.”
‘When one of our churches got burnt, with all the belongings
of the priests, he wrote to another friend, “I am trving 10 get
e peopie to replace some of the things K. P. lost in the fire.”
- He also paid some longz-standing bills on wafers and other
ngs for his friends when their churches were too poor to
meet those bills.
“ A curious incident took place one day:
- A priest was building a mission house and he had spent all
the available money he had that day. Later in the evening he
" could not get money to buy kerosene for his lamp nor did he
5 have money for food. A friend suddenly dropped in to see
why there was no light in the mission house and brought some
“ kerosene and food. That night he and his family prayed that
Sod mxght provide them with bread for the coming da) Very

‘Clemente has sent £7 10s. to you by cable, with this
‘With my best love and prayers, God bless you
*» He wrote later: “See, like Veronica, I try to wipe
your face with my £7 10s. (sent by cable two days ago), so
e you get a momems refreshment and courage for your

- He was as appreciative as he was generous. He never forgot
y “Thank you” for any and everything one did for him.
Mass he would always say “Thank you.” Out here,
e received .gifts from a chief or any persva, he would
Eﬁo perscﬂally to say, “Mida sio ah oyefe"’—"1 thank

Emg,\and an old student and his wife sent him two

ons, and he wrote back to say: “Thank you very
re than I can say for the most beautiful leather
which came a Eew days ago. I think thcy are far



 he was just enlcnn: mto the surf-bo&-lwx ing Accra'

an a!d student of his picked up a stone on the shore
it to him. Later from England he wrote: “The small *
m\els in my tobacco pouch, until I can hand it to you

n in person.” :
hands were alwavs opened wide to give, and when he -
given anything he was very grateful. In 1932 he wrote: '
spoke of your Jove for me in the pulpit during Holy Wesk,

d said what jov it gave a poor thing like mie to know that
someone who loves me, and 1 urged them to bring that
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' 5 “Youx' cable and B.’s brought me very great joy. Thank
much more than I can say. Only Jesus knows what



rS, 18- dwy, 1o equalf, is
twblerzfss‘ ang 7o all, safetyr
its iowlmess. cammar.deuz o

- ” sm T MORE.

trive 1o be liitle ard truly humble and meek, nél only -~
out ward works but in the depth of yvour hearrs. -
B. ANGELA OF FOLIGNO. -

zsked by the Fr. Rector to Wwrite a sermon to syjt
1;* Week, A student wrote on the humility of our Lord, In
se of the sermon he wrote thax ‘it would be hctter for

‘wash your feet?” With great reluctance the student
Bernard thes feiched water and soap and his own
el. and stnopéd down and washed the feet of Lh=

- “He éiaen&his ]as!. week-end m England
¢ ibangh! before he left 'our Lord allowed
s feet. |

» come, and that is to tell you that our

: sthedral he said: *1 think there is"=-



-We were 'prond that we knew him better.
his' people would Jove him dearly. After all,
Jmn pmmemly, and We were not wrong




cénvéx%a#ion with the Father Rector one night he told me
it it was the book on the life of Father William Doyle

Although he buffeted his body he did not despise it. Hes
. great care of “the vehicle of his soul.” as he loved to call
Je knew it to be the Temple of the Holy Spirit—"and, of
__ I}e would add, “one which needed constant scmb-

1936 he wrote : “For a long time T got very lazy and
L ;wah my prayer. I seemed to be always immersed in

6ss_or other connected with the church or the
ﬂx(e S.P.G., or any one of so many things, and always
¢ was getting omitted. So during EdSlLl‘ week I

1 ‘fwo, d try and do d:ﬁerently for J\ms in mtur and

nd gqmg without things for me And I have
the charge of cne of my assistant p.u,\ts h’.ru

1s, | '%ﬂ may be of help to all the souls who



chard wore hls Tair very short, and when I asked i'um
son why he said with a smile, “In England only
wear their hair short. I am-a prisoner and slave of
Atleast I try tobe” ..

6 he wrote: “Since Easter T have been u-vmg to live

ich stricter rule—I have been fasting a little, and sleep-
e floor two or three nights a week, and I getr up
ly at 5.30 a.m. to do some praver. Wiil you pray, please,
ay go on doing this. I had been getting soft and slack
‘deemoni meridiano’ that the Psalmist talks about—

sior s ow to-one of my own assistant priests, and he
‘to the mark as you used to at St. Augustine’s. So

s mwork and even that with difficulty. ard with
at. The doctor said that only a really long holiday
again, and it did not scem to me at that

:*_Hawevet,iﬁlune. 1 was stopped by the
'aiﬂmnght. and Igota little stronger, -

ant pricst between them
) andmldwsmpaway

sion to wear sandals emcrx in chape! and: af med]s and -
a wooden bed to he on-aiway s 50 thoss bm of mearc .




-Doni ‘Bc'n'iard'demen:s in Africa

where T arrived, very much worse, saw a doctor there the day
‘ arived, and was sent into a pursing-home (sort of private
_pm]) that eveping. 1 stayed there nearly three wecks, and
then went to a house there, where within two days the rash all
me back again.
" “However, I got better of that, and it has returned only once
nce then, much more mildly. It is now practically well, and
i1 g0 back to work in a week's time. T have been for three weeks
;h me extreme north of Scotiand, and since then have staved
Lin one or two places in the south of England. Iam now staying
with Lord Halifax till I return to Margaret Sireet next week.
It has been a long and trying time, and Bernard has not been
gt all brave about it, while everybody else has been very kind
1o Bernard.” =
§ His broadcast talks were a great joy to listen to. The first
time one of his African friends heard his voice on the radio he
ibraced his loud-spezker and kissed it.

ed at 2.30 am., and at 5 am. he was up again at work.
i mtﬁe midst of all this he made time to write to his friends
d dreu in Africa.

dge Umvetsity. where prayers from Afx ica led many
lish students to Jesus. A week ago I preached two sermons
it Nest Africa at Southampton for S.P.G. (and spoke
people at Southampton and 300 at Winchester on (hl.
TIOON nnd evening)—a busy life yourulave leads

rtn ght, ‘except on April 7, whea I went to
t i? 2 heaﬁ office with some Afrx.czms On



conduct a Retra

London. .
On Saturday, April 16. I finished the Retreat had funci
Mrs. Faber; and returned here for the week-end. On
fonday, April I8, I went to Yorkshire to stay a week with
Halifax. T said Mass each day in the private chapel in
house, except on Sunday the 24th, when T said Mass and
hed in the little village church there. On one of the days ~
as there I motored to Mirfield, and had tea with the Mirfieid
s (Community of the Resurrection). and con Saturday,
il 23, Mr. E. A. Taylor {sometime Acting C.C.A) came in
is car from London and stayed the week-end with us, motor-

“me back to London on Monday the 25th. We had a
ghtful drive to London. stopping fof beer at a place called
m and for iunch at Stevenaﬂe

mf‘Why people don t 2o to church >

.‘Jﬁn Vednesday, April 27, I attended the big S.P.G. High
3 . Paul's Cathedral, and spoke at their meeting in
on. The Archbishop of Canterbury was the cele-
‘m ore a very glorious cope of deep blue mixed with
@ and bright cloth of gold. The Bishop of London
nd the Bxshop of Sahsburv sub deacon. The

C M.S. prenched the sermon. !t was
tickets for N. C. L. and K. A. (both

T preached at a Sung Mass at
' that does rescue work among

, SEfor pn'm at the APR. (A’ssoin-. e
r Promoting Retreats) Reue‘.t House at Chiswick, 1ﬂ T



,onedf their sectetaries. In the afzcrnoon I attcnaed a
ing of the African Group of the International Missionary
| at Edinburgh House, London, and afterwards a sub-
 on polygamy and Christianity, and in the evening
‘on the platform at the big S.P.G. demonstration at the
ert Hall, -

“On Saturday. April 30, T had a private interview with
e Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambeth, and in the after-
| noon went to Godalming to stay the week-end with Sir
insford and Lady Slater. Lady Slater met me at the station
th her car, and I had a ‘delizchtful week-end, preaching at
heir church in the evening. On Monday I returned to London,
and got back here in the monastery on Tuesday, May 3, for the

ast of ;he- Ascension.

‘was opcned at noon by Princess Marie Louise dnd
-1 weni to an African rtea-party-at SPG., slcpt iu

')g ﬂnd pteached in Winchester Cathudral on Sunday
on (May 8, my birthday), in the evening.
then I have been taking a retreat for women at All
‘Margaret Street, which finished yesterday morn-
:.-euu-ned here. There were 28 women in the retreat,
llection for Nashdom yesterday magning they put
them. Pretty good, I thought.” D
Jetter to the same priest he wrote: “I have just
‘Bishop of London that I am to take his
before his ordination on Trinity Sunday,
e ordination sermon in St. Paul’s
in the Cathedral twice before, but
dination Retreat since the one when
’ ,was made a priest. I am



callcd Rhayader. away in the ‘buch'—the tram
| with me here this mommg through beauntiful moun- -
country. This evening I have 30 ladies coming
tin the Cathcdral here uﬂ Fnday I wish my African

i my sermon at Camerbury Cath.,dral on
24, at 6.30 p.m.”

o never heard him preach it, I am sure,
| sermon on the Good Shepherd preached
iral on the evening of the third Sunday
It was published in his first book. Philip
’E’hese words. written by one of his
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sause of its riches?
8¢ be fur frém my pride.

conterapt is my pride,
§2<US w“w is my S[mdard‘

'Ud of the Licht of the World”?
dmcthinn hcrc to rervﬁncl us

who wxll alwavs bask in
hmc which 15 JESUS our Saviour—

its rays on us is so gredt

e to the “Light of the World”
be*the effect on our souls.
 bask in the sun-

r body becomes;
ou’bask in the sun which is JESUS






' A Spiritua! Adviser

0)‘ a thing ridds eth its value, notling in the
ore precious, nothing miore desirable than
usefied Pastor. 7 fts is arare bird.

. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX.

£ "ﬁ; NARD was thaspm.t.al adviser of hundreds of people
and whitz, 1 will give in this chapter some of his
s given to seme of his children.
Tlyjr=s
' The Sufferings of a Priest

»
- (1)

) St. Pm.ﬁ' “This man, maltreated, :ud\ going iy
ing crni his i < bud this 11 addition t0 an cmeacm

7 eg aj mat .mjcng, I: is bccaus hc

yut the full truth about the mmncm of

h«as no suiler the greatest p Luuou {Ic
By his

.,_erﬂ f’au.l wert 30.1
y. Jesu; knows these,
wav—fum:er
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" A Spiritual Adviser
2
| suffer with Jesus, but Jesus provides others with them. We are

‘amateurs’; these arc professionals. We are like children
. making little cakes for fun with small pieces mother jeayes

“You see, some of us have to make ways of suffering to -~

. over from her baking; these bake bread for a living (the bread - _‘
. of suffering). We are children playing at storekeeping: these -

 keep a store. . . . Go bravely on: . . . Don't fear, because
. Jesus calls you 2 little way along the way of the Cross. God "
' bless you and lead you ever mearer to Jesus: norhing else
" matters one little bit really. . . . One day you will win and
" -you will see His beautiful Face, and many, many of your
- people with you.” ; &

i £ Meditation

~ “When meditation is difficult, and yod feel uneasy when you
sit quietly to meditate, this may be caused by tiredness ot
- weakness of body or wotry and anxiety—or it may be that your
spiritual state is different and so you need another method.

~ “Try what is called ‘meditative reading.’ In doing that, take
" some book of spiritual reading (c.g. The Imitation of Christ,
¢ the Gospel of St. John, or St. Augustine’s Confessions.
1 think a book you are familiar with is better than a new one
this particular purpose). Go with this bock to the place of
tation (church or bush, or somewhere), and then say for
ig‘yﬁ@lﬁ your introductory prayers for meditation.
ding that book (any part of it will do, or you can
sht through if you wish), and when you wish to
s and think: and when your thoughts come
‘may be in half a minute or it may be in half an
't matter), then go on reading until you wish to
1't wish to think at all, read straight on;
you still do not wish to think, then
_you more, and start with that

.



Dom: Bernard Clements in Africa

% ne. It doesn't matter whether you read altogether two lines

33

10, start thoughts. [ry that, and let me know how it works

adtlexabit .,

The Body
~ “You are to take care of your body as you would ta

+ whylit must be sometimes cared for and sometimes punished
: ully—both are for the same purpose. - You may give a
\ d Bemax to strengthen him for his school work, and at the
g‘gmm flog him because heis lazy.) . . .
J“;gﬂ‘i: “_‘B‘ut above and beyond all this, remember that oyr Lord
- knows cxactly how much load of worry and nerves and ill-
- health you may be carrying at any time, and He does not judge
‘ayer—or your work—by the ariount you seem to suc-
but by ‘how harll you try.” Just try a bit harder to be
‘with your meditative reading (or your meditation on
al day when you feel He wants that), and leave it to
ihens i
B | know all and understand all and take all into

i

‘Penance

wded up and no privacy at all, you are
this, except that on Friddy. gs early as

1 will practise some one quite simall act
st as a very little sign (a sacrament) that
ity ever comes again you will rry to give
ard parish work and out-
-do so much as a student at a
it there. Now you will know
cy. Sometimes it is good for

'y;?g:dav Or two chapters, or half a book. Alj you use it for is |

ke carc §
. of @ car, so that it may do more work for our Lord. (That is |

==

N ST, oI
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& Love and Humility

"fl'vhis is what really matters, and it fills my heart with
’happmess that you play with children and animals and young
‘and ald of all sorts. Oh God blus you What a 10\ you

: Failures

w there are failures often on the surface of one’s life,
st rejoice if our life in Jesus is still sound at heart.

Comfort
esinfm!t any mother you are St. John at the

He (Jesug) committed all men’s mothers to
- own dear mother at A. among them.”




 Dom Bernard Clements in Africa

't know whether you could keep the Holy Hour once

the month on a Thursday night? If it is very difficult
ed, perhaps that would be costing you more, and so it
be of more worth to the sheep (difficult sheep) whom
has sent you to feed. For Jesus it was so difficult that His
1t was as it were great drops of blood.™

- Laying Foundations

aying fotmdauons is always heavy work, and it doesn't
L%W’ much but that is what you are dom" now, and the

il'ixe Growing Heart

oy 4

i heart is small, but it is growing. A seed is small,
ow. it into the ground it grows into something
; ‘ou have thrown your small heart into the
pmh _and already I can see that it is growing
ear. Your body didn’t grow big all at once.
nce, but it is grown large since you left

ows, too. Feed it on Him who gives
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{ Were away at an outstation, and then they would be wishing
.~ they had been to Confession when they had opportunity.) T am
‘glad they come sometimes at night. Once at Kumasi a student

F' came to my bedroom window and woke me to hear his confes-

sion, and it brought me great joy. I shall never forgat it that
- our Lord woke me from sleep to give the comfort of Hxs
B forgweness to a soul that needed Him.”

* Other Missions
-+ “And please help other Missions, like you did Zion, when-
ever youcan. Only you mustn't preach in their chapels, I think,
- unless you first obtain the Bishop’s permission. And don’t
- ever pretend that differences don’t exist. Myself I think that if
~ we all became white-hot with love of Jesu. Tiremwes
- would in some way disappear, as you can join two sepuii..

- pieces of iron together in a very hot flame.”

Desire for Change of Station

~ “I'think you must not leave your parish at present, but T will
‘pray and think about it, and I will write again about it. I know
‘how hard it is to carry your cross along a way of sorrows:

d Whn came on that wonderful night
t and mine with His glorious light,
us to the men and women He



Syl

; «bmms soft under His love as He would have [hLm bt., and
e still rides on stupid and sinful asses like the two of us into
the Jerusalem of people’s hearts, so that we know He still
loves 'us, despitc what asses we arc. And one day, if only we

‘In every thought and deed and word >

' - .. To be for ever His!’
W gwe? you all the choicest blcssings He has in store for His
loved ones and all the sufferings He trusts His loved ones to

with Him.”
he hght of Iesus lift you up and completely enfold

.I_ih yeu were in a place where you could work
but then our Lord may wish you to suffer with

GAE UL

~
n take Jesus fmm you, dnd you can

T N —

R—
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: The Death of‘ Dom Bernard

. THE news of the sudden death of Dom Bernard Clements
came to us in Africa as “thunder from the blue.” Our Bishop
expresses our feelings better than I can put it: “Fr. Bernard’s
death is a great shock; he was always so full of life and of the
joy of living that it seems almost impossible to realise that he
has gone.”

: No student will ever'forget these words of his which he told
us when his mother died while he was yet with us in Africa.
“She is now nearer to me and to you.all than ever before.”
This faith did not prevent bim from shedding tears, and it has
not prevented us from doing so over his death.

Very curiously we in the separate districts and parishes in
the diocese have felt his presence nearer than ever before. In

i fact, spiritually and mentally he was pot far away from his

children in Africa. He would write such words as these:

“ know you weren't able to come, beloved ones, but here are

“ your tickets, and I crept into church just a little while before

‘the great business started last night, and set up three candles

our Lady—one for ‘Papa,” one for ‘Sister,” and one for

h 3![3 a !'d‘-“

- This is very true. Itis equally true that he desires
ends continue to support the work he loved so much.
le my not very complete pen-picture of the life
‘Bernard our rector, father, friend, brother and
e words of the great patron saint of the college:
that in a higher state of existence (he) should
ng to comfort me, (he) who loved
in tell.” (1 have substituted “he” for
,mmthesewards oflnsmother St.




Dom Bernard Clements in Africa,

a r death)) To this I would add Bernard’s own
‘?ﬁﬂg » you all more thaw cver, and not even death
now, because we have Jearned to be together
are far apart. Ol, my dear, God keep you
ster’ for many happy years in this new chapter
friendship.” :

d the third chapter. The fourth oue will be to
' his sons and friends whom he has now met in
orld, when, “close to de great white throme, we
glad hands.”
1 meanwhile, these woid's of his, written in a book
con in 1928, are most important to us in the church
wrote in the book: “To my dear friend z‘md
.. so that when he studies the sacred Scriptures
s remember the giver—and especially after-
 siands at the altar as a priest, and I have




gh’i you would like a letter from me, as you will, of
have heard of the death of dear Will—my brother, and
0. It is ten years, I think, since he was recalled from
| ca, but as everyone knows, his heart he left with you all.
%@sﬁ ﬁVE years he spent in Kumasi were, I believe, the
st years of his life. He has worked hard since he came
both at All Saints Churcia and broadcasting, and he hia
happy times, but this fast year of war had = 5

rm!ghﬁ with hls fricnd Fathcr Fostcr in Cornwau and
: taken suddenly xll They oparated for appl_n‘.lx\.ms

: a long lllncss There was a beauuful Requiem

at All Saints on Thursday, 17th, with his body

eral at Nashdom the next day. That was

the chapel, and then in procession, all
sh the garden under Uig trecs, to the
re once bcicre bLCJU&L Wa i had

hs.ard much from him of
of lack of time. There was
o many letters to-be




Havery partoi me with praise;
I.et au Ty bcmg speak '
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