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Editorial 

THE BUDGET AND OUR MAJOR ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS -

It has been known to many Ghanaians that since the mid-
19708 the three major economic problems we face as a nation 
are spiralling inflation. crippling food shortages and a zelO 

rate or economic growth, In the recent p ast, these probltms 

were not seriously d iscussed, let alone taokled by governmeil ts. 
1n the past eight yeals when we were under no;'\-rcpre· 
sentative regimes, it was easy for out military leaders to p~e·.e.,d 
that these probrems existed only in the imagination of'sabo­
teu.rs' and ' nation-w reckers' .... 

A democratically elected government, however, igl"'ores 
widely recognized problems at its own pr:ril. Since coming 
to power, the P.N. P. government has given every ir.d:cation 
that it is fully aware of our pressing ecoromic nocds. 
Through its first budget and other fiscal ar.d C(:onomic uocu­
ments, it has given t he country an ide..'\ of how it proposes to 
tackle these problems. It has continued to do so in the 1980-81 
Budget which the Minister of Finance and Economic Planning, 
Dr. Amon Nikoi. read to Parliament on June 27. 1980. 

The ultimate test of a good budget is ho'v realisl ic..1.l1y the 
proposals relJo'1d to the major economic problems and 
challenges of the day. How docs the 1980-81 Illldg," p.'.s< th is 
test? It is geneT"J.lly known th'lt ou' num'~cr ('Inc p"o!:l!cm is 
in flation. ( t is equally well kno\vn that incn!::!."eJ. go':e om" \l 
e'{penditurc is one of the main sources of inflation. A!\ \\'e' I,_·\c 
pointed out before, there does not aprc:iT to be any real hore 

of holding down prices within reason~ble and tolerable limits 
unti l the government has learnt to curb its expenditure. It does 
not appear tha t this Budget.gives us Q."\y hope thal the go··crn­
mcnt proposes to reduce its expenditure. 

For the financial year the go\'ern.mcnt p '07">0':('5 to ~pcnd 
C'7,312.47 million, an increase ofso""fl·~ ("1,55"' .82 r.lilUo,\ mer 
the 1979-80 financial year. The overall cash de:icit h eS'i ,lall.-xi 
at Cl ,602.15 million as against an esti.ll:lt~ o· Cl /):7.1)5 -::lillion 
last year. To finance this budgetary dericit, it is p:opos xl to 
borrow C l ,I7::!.15 mi llion from the banks. Thus, O'1CC again 
the cx.ccutivC' is authori':led to finance a huge budget de:icit. 
T he government has failed to curtail its expenditure, and has, 
therefore, missed the opportunity to break \; e destructivc 
chain which links government c'Cpcnd iturc and inflation. ]t is 
surpri sing to fin.d the \olinister of Fman.cc arguing in the ~udget 
that 'the proposed borrowing from the banl..inz sector IS CO'l­

slstcnt with the monetary programme of the goverruncnt to 
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curb the rate of inflation and improve the balance 
of payments position of the country.' The govern­
ment has not shown any strong polit ical wiU for 
curbing inAation. 

. On food Shortages tbe government is aware that 
the 'basic food problem h~s been one of growing 
imbalance between the country's food needs and 
its food produt;tion. Moreover faa:! irnpo; ts have 
had to be restricted because of increasing fo:-eign 
exchange shoitages'. The government proposes 
to improve th.e food situation by reallocating mas­
sive resO"J.rces into agriculture. This, it hop ~s to do 
by the involvement of aU sectors of the population 
in agricultnral activity; rehabilitation of ex isting 
agricnltural facil ities - -agricultnral stations, falms 
etc. : p-ovisio'\ of adequ3tc marketing and stomge 
facilil ies etc. There is little that is novel in all these, 
for the P]'es idcnt made much the same points in 
his Sessio~a l Address to Parl iament last year, a 
soeech echoed by the Minister of Finance in his 
1979/80 Budget, as weU as by the Minister of Agri­
culture when he launched his Two-Year Agricul­
tural Programme this year. 

Even if they are all old hat, many of the agricul­
tural p<oposals are sound . But they arc sound only 
if we aSSllJ11,C, as the government apparently does, 
that a new lype of fanner operating in the modern 
sect0r is going to save th is country from cIipnl ing 
food s~ortages. Allocations totalling about e28.8 
million have been made for the expansion of farm­
ing op ')ratlons of secondary schools and tra ining 
colleges, and organizations under the Ministry of 
Labour, Youth and Social Welrare. 

It must immediately be pointed out that the 
bulk of local food is pmduced by the farmer opera­
ting in the traditional sector. The activities of this 
fanner call for virtua tl y no foreign exchange expe:p.­
diturl!, yet he generates more foreign exchange than 
tpe fann')r the goveilunent appears to have in mind. 
If we are to increase local food supply. and thus 
cOil.tribute to inflat!on contro l, then, the govern­
ment must give greater attention to the traditio::ta l 
farmer who has served us so weU in the P3.St and 
continues to serve us well now. 

To generate economic growth the government 
p:-oposes to start a number of projects - irrigatioJ'l 
p."ojects at Kpon~. Weija and Kamba ; industrial 
projects and the Suhwn Cocoa Projecl etc. The 
cmpl-tasis here is not 0:1. projects that will yield 
rl!:mlts in the short run. It looks as if the govern­
rn o:::nUs sti ll cOllcenlrating on infrastructural deve­
lopment. Even in this the goverrunent still proposes 
to usc state enterprises and public corporations as 
instru.ments of economic development. The econo­
m ic and financial recorg of these corporatio;J.S is, 

to say the least, a dismal one. Not only have they 
failed to eO!ltri bute to a modest rate of gro,,1h, 
but also they becom, avenues for the reallo'"tion 
of public funds and resources into priva te hands. 
If anything, the operations and activities of these 
corporations have been such as to force us to 
embark on a major reconsideration of their role 
in economic development. 

All in all, the government has shown an aware­
ness of the major economic problems we face as a 
people. But in putting forward prescriptions for 
our economic ills, it looks too far ahead and forgets 
that we stand on a ground which is likely to give 
way. The pressing problems arc the twin ones of 
inflation and crippling fo od shortages. The budget 
fai ls to address these problems directly. Long-term 
solutions are offered. but it would be more fruitfu l 
to fi nd immed iate solutions to them within the 
frame-,vork of long-tetm, comprehensive fiscal and 
economic policies. 

Economy 

SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE 198()/81 
BUDGET 

By 
A. A. Aboagye 

Although a great deal h... already been said 
about the 1980/81 Budget proposal, this "-'tiele 
attempts to contribut -: to the d'JDate by cxa.'l1i'1ing 
some of the issues raised in the Budget and to con­
sider the implications for the country. 

A critical exami .Nt.tio :l of the Budget Proposal 
for 1980-8 1 seemS to suggest trat eco'lom ie policies 
which led to the current deteriorat ing state of the 
Glu:o.nRian economy are still being foIIowed. 

On the ba'is of what is published, per capi ta 
income &!Cl ined at an annt.k1.! rate of 3.1 % be­
tween 1974-1978, ·;.md this was chara~terised by 
considerable irregularity in the pattern of c,",ange 
in the GNP. There ioS no doubt th",t the downwz..rd 
trend may persis t for a long time unless there is 
a clear cJumge in direct.i on. The Ivory Coast started 
off at a lower level of d:;velopm·:mt. but, as a result 
of the policy of guided jibelali srn, it is currently 
growing at 7.4 % with per capita income at 3.6 % 
p ..;cr annum. 

The thesis of this art icle is tltat it is high time 
th~.t altern3.tivc economic policy measures were 
adopted, a'ld that Ghana needs a fresh set of prin­
ciples to manage thcecorlo'TIY. i.e. guid:xJ liberalism. 
instead of the orthodox interventionist policy which 
has generated little growth in tl:.e economy_ 
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The current Budget proposes to increase money 
supply, discourage private investment, savings and 
lOcn"ase tl'e price of imports. The budget is very 
.ilent on many important issues, but it is proposed 
to expaT1d go\ernme'1t c'<pend iture and increase 
the bucget deficit by near ly (2' 1.5 billion. It appears 
That, once again, our policy makers have failed 
to understand the nature of the relationship be­
tween fiscal policy and the consequences of overt 
interventioni<;t policies. 

Government Expenditure a,d Revenue 

The rapid increase in government expenditul e 
ha'> been ba.:;ed on the false assumption that the 
~overnment is expected more than ever before to 
play a crucial Tole in tht: rcvi,'ai of a shattered 
el anomy. Thi~ is rather unfortunate because it 
v.a the increa'\ing role of the government in the 
past a'ld aJ"o at the present time that has led to the 
pr .. '-;cnt <:;tate of affairs. As a matter of fact the e·~rc­
nl"llCt: of the past has led many Ghanaians to be­
lieve thaI continued invoh'ement of the government 
Tn th~ ccooom) only leads to further deterioration. 
ft is clear that th.e more controls the government 
impo~e'\ on the economy in the form of command­
Ill)!. more reC;()urccS the less efficient the system 
rU"lCratcs 

Pa,\te:-.pcnl'ncc,\uggeststhat the more the govern­
ment Illcrea'\c\ its cOIJunand over resources by 
inlrca""IJ!; its budgetary t'""\penditure, the less the 
private SectOl imests and given that the public 
Ie lor i . \e'\s efficient than the pnvate sector, the 
lltJIsc-qucnce, MC vcry obvious. In the Budget the 
io\-l'rnmcnt propo~cs to spend e7,3 12.47 million 
Junng II)RO-R I financial year, an increase of 27 I <)0' 

I hnugh Inflation may partly account for this in­
trc.\..,C In C",\pc.:nditure, it is clear that there is a 
gmdua.1 attempt to command a'\ much rccourCt~S 
" .. p')"lhle through the public Sl."'Ctor 

Ri"jl'8 \\age and ,aiary demands at all ievd" 
h:-.· c aho cl)ntributed to the rapid rise in govern­
mel\t e"tpcndilure. fl.lost \\age demand" have be~n 
\"Il d tlH the neeJ h) maIntain pi e\ ious leve\\ of 
rrol inl l")me. and clearly the decline In real inc("lme 
may he attflbuted tl) the govemment'!i method ot 
rl1H'.ncing: budget deficits. 

The Budget ~e'd,~ to IOcrea"e govenun~nt re­
venue hy Any a. .... ailable mean~. However. in 'p,te.' 
of 'he large HKrea.'\cS In ta"\es of all lmds. govern­
ment revenue dunng 19~0-81 IS e:qx-x-ted to in­
("rea." hv 14.4 0 (>' \;omparcd to a rise of 27 0 0 In 

IO'oerruu'ent expenditure over the same penod 
his &enera.lly ar~ued that elaiticity of tal in GhaRa 
1"i already too high, and.. in spite of this. the BudFl 
,..opose~ alar" discutiooary chan2e 1ft the tax 
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system. T ax elasticity measures the relationship 
between the change in tax revenue and aggregate 
income. Estimates of tax revenue based on the old 
re.tes sh ow tltat tax revenue was going to fall by 
nearly 2C 010. and this seems to justify the intro­
duction of discretionary measures to raise revenue 
T he gap between revenue and expenditure would 
have been much. wider if the new rates had not 
been introduced. 

Such large increases in ta--.:: rates create uncer­
tainties and doubts about future tax measures, 
and even encourage evasion if it is possible. es­
pecially in a country of low tax morality. It is 
interesting to note that the new tax rates nd<::e 
tax revenues by more than 41 o ~ above the lax 
revenues which are based on the old estimates. 

\Ve should add that these estimates are too 
optimistic and a number of queHions about the 
assumptioos which underlie these budgetary esti­
mates have to be raised. For example. the govern­
ment hopes to double the yield accruing from the 
imposition of taxes by doubling the price of ci­
garettes. The expected additional increase in re­
revenue of (2'398.40 million is obviously based on 
the assumption that there will be little or no change 
in the behaviour of consumerS and producers who 
wi ll at a later "tage respond to changes in demand 
for cigarettes. The large piles of cigarettes in the 
streets of Accra clearly show that the price mecha­
nism is enough (0 alter allocation of resources 
in the economy 

1 t seems therefore that there are Some fundamen­
tal problems \\ ith the processes which are used 
to arrive at the e&timate~ in the budget. The author 
belic\e.s that rno't of these estimates are based on 
a number of guesses. t a later time, the govern­
ment would have to re-examine these estimates 
and the ralionale behmd them. Otherwise the gap 
between revenue and expenditure would continue 
to grO\\. 

The present levels of taxation are high. and 
although "'orne IOcrea-.e in t3.."'( revenue is possible, 
comrolling l~e gTO\\ th or expenditure wiII be nece­
SSan to n.':-.torc the level of current savings, else 
the large- budget deficits \\ouJd not only lead to 
large increases in money supply and inflation but 
aho rna) lead to a decline in the growth of the 
economy 

Changes in tbe fa."\. Rates 

The Budget rai~ the present level of tax exempt 
income from CQ60.00 to ('1.500,00. Thi! appellfl 
..... Cl) cosmetIc because only a negllgJble proporuQf\ 
of work.er" ~ (\uld benelit from this chang,e. The 
lax rehef for pafCIttS appears quite new, and ~\'e. 
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the nigh cost of living, it i, hoped tnat this would 
be reviewed in the next bud get. 

The Iligb tax rate of 50 'f. and 30 % on dividend 
and interest incomes respectively wou ld clearly 
discourage private investment. Given the high 
rate of infla-nion and the fact that saverS are ear n­
ing negative real returns on thei r financial deposits, 
it is rather unfortunate that additional taxes ale 
imposed on interes.t incomes to Faise government 
revenue. Instead, th.e government could have hoped 
to attract more savings to the commercial banks 
and thus be able to bo rrow from them at the going 
rates. A higher interest po licy on government debt 
instruments would make them more altracti \l"e for 
purchase by the general public. The higher interest 
policy would raise the cost of debt to the gover n­
ment. but it may also provide the incentive for the 
much needed budgetary discipline for the govelo­
ment - "cutt ing its coat according to the avai l­
able cloth". 

The Budget proposes to eliminate the demand 
for foreign exchange for the importatio n of unneces­
sary goods by levying a tax of 10 % on the value 
of all letters of credi t. Apart from raisi ng the prices 
of imports by at least 10 %, one wonders what 
the government is going to do about other imports 
which are essential and which therefore will have to 
be imported any way. This seems to give us the 
runt that the price of a gallon of petrol may, with in 
the next six months, be raised raised to (2'8.25 or 
more.. The conseq uences of sucb increases are well 
known to Ghanaians. 

The tax of 75 % on foreign travel and forei gn 
exchange allocat'ibns is too high. It seems as if an 
atteml?t IS· being made to raise the rate of exchange 
betwSen tWe ·ce~jj ,arid 'other cu rrencies to the pre­
vai ling"" n1~rket ~ (black' ma rket, of course) va lue 
of the1..ce~·land itgives the impression that policy 
makers are gradually becoming aware of the re­

·taliions hip between. the cedi and other currencies. 

tn general, .ap~rt fro m the J'evenue raising ob­
jectives of the large increases in taxes and fees at 
an levels, the present Budget clearly reveals some 
of the ereon of the past. For politica l or other 
reasons, the cost of most services, especia lly those 
prOVIded by the government, have been kept far 
below their rea l economic costs (for example the 
toll on Accra-Tema motorway has nevel been 
changed since i't was buill). Thus whenever there 
are tax increases they tend to be very very large 
in an attempt to .match up the rea! ecolwrnic cost 
of providing tbese services. New passport fees are 
raised ' from i30.00· to eIOO.CO - a rise of more 
than 200 %. One ~~p~~s,J.1i.a t . at. this rate ~a.sspp~ 
forms'\'viU'be ava·il~·~(e· ~lo~·' thos~ who need them. ' 

The Budget is ful l of such large increases in fees 
and taxes. 

InOation and Monetary Policy 

In very simple language, inflation in Ghana 
during the 1970s was caused largely by the rapid 
gro\\'th in money supply wh ich was in turn the 
result of large government budge1 deficits. The 
experience in Ghana confirms Milton Friedman's 
proposition that inflation is always and everywhere 
a monetary phenomenon, in the sense that it 
is and can be produced by a more rapid increase 
in the quantity of money than in output. 

In spite of the government's awareness of the 

nature of the problem and the possi ble effects of 
two or three-digi t ratc of inflat ion, it is rather sur­
prising that tlte Budget begins ,vith a large budget­
ary deficit of e 1,470.00 mi ll ion wh ich is to be 
financed largely by the banking system. The large 
increase in the supply of money this year may take 
some time to affect the level of prices, but it de­
finitely guarantees large increases in prices in the 
subsequent periods if it is not accompanied by 
considerable increases in output. But given the 
current policies of the present government, one 
can hardly expect such large increases in output 
to occur. Even though there are good indications 
that food output may increase this year, the Bud­
get appears to th wart the efforts of the farmers. 

The Ministry of Finance a nd Economic Plan­
ning continues to give the impression that inflation 
is failing, a nd that it has actua lly fa l1en from 54.4 % 
in December 1979 to 34.3% in March 1980: and 
that they have been able to lay a "solid founda­
tion" fo r the growth of the economy. So metimes 
it appears that th.ey are not aware of the natUi c 
and extent of th.e problem of inflation which the 
the economy is facing. Thus they are always giving 
the impression that inHatio n is solely a problem 
of production and/or d istribution . This type of 
approach has characterised theGha naiansystem for 
too long, and it invariably leads to the wrong kind 
or prescriptions. So long as the present governmen~ 

belie\cs that infla tion is a struct ural o;n e, and that 
they could expand money supply as much as pos­
sible) inflation wi ll become part of our li ves. and 
Ghana ians have LO learn to li ve with it. Even if 
they believe that large increases in money suppJy 
could be inflationary, the Budget does not prl.!'sent 
anyth ing concrete ' to restrain price ri ses. 

inflation cannot be be stopped overnight hence 
Ol\e has to begin eady in Older to,make any pJlO­
gryss in tha~ direction. Jt requires some drastic mea­
s,ur,.es ... Hpd ,a polj ~ ica l will to curb inflation. Rising 
demand for wage increases could be reduced if 
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real incoTt1es were even maintained at the present 
level. 

So far attempts to control inflation have been 
channelled through the system of price controls. 
It is clear from the evidence so fal that it is a com­
plete failure. The failure record of price controls 
since they were first introduced in 1962 shou ld 
serve to discourage the strict adherence to the poli­
cy Prices of goods are f:u above the specified 
prices, and goods are sold on the basis of whom 
you know. Ultimately, therefore, it is the poor 
and not the so well connected in the socrety who 
suffer from price controls - an incredible irony 
since the present policy makers claim to have the 
interest of the poor "at heart". 

The Budget proposes to limit the activities of 
the Prices and Incomes Board to the surveillance 
of prices of some commodities which are listed 
in the Budget. Since virtually all goods and sen ices 
are i neluded ill the list, one wonders which com­
modities do not fall under the control of tile Board . 

For a number of reasons, the authOl thi nks that 
it is rather unfortunate that public funds snould 
even be spent on this Board . Fi rst, s in c e 
the Board a10ne cannot determine the 
equi librium of prices for commodit ies, it is simply 
inefficient in allocating resources. To be able 
to do so, it requires a great deal of information 
from both suppliers and pUichasers which ca nnot 
be furni shed by the data collecting agencies. Second­
ly, the Board takes several week: s in determi ning 
the "appropriate" prices of goods which arc usual­
ly waiting in the warehouses of the lradmg com­
panies. Unnecessary queues arc therefore created 
by the Board's delays. TI irdly. since tho Board does 
not have to justify the price il annOlmces to the 
public, it obviously casts doubts 0'1 its perror­
mancc. Finally, since the Board is an agency of the 
government, and governmen ts do not like accu­
sing fingers being pointed a t them. eit her the Boald 
gets a lot of political interference in i t~ price deter­
mination or it tends to play down the allocali,e 
role of prices in determining profit fates among 
sectors. Either way the Board becomes a poli tical 
liabil ilY to government and an instrument of social 
waste in telms of fOlegone investment potentia l. 
output and employment growth. 

Cleady. the recommendation should bt! to dio;­
mantle the Board or make it a price ga thering 
agency. if , ... e would prefer to duplicate part of the 
functions of the Central Bur¢au of Statistics. 

A.,-iculturc 

The emphasis on investmlflt in agriculture is 
w.1l appreciated. Given the d~clining levels ()f 

agricultural production which can be a"'tributed to 
pas~ government interference in the distributing 
and marketing system, producer prices to farmers ; 
failure of government to mee(basic input demands, 
like cutlasses and hoes, among others, we would 
expect the goverrunent to take immediate steps to 
remove these obstacles. Tne lofty intentions cur­
rentJy contained in the Budget are so familiar to 
Ghanaians .. and the farmers. that it is hard to 
expect any enthusiasm to be shewn by them on 
these matters. 

The Budget noted that the output of the cocoa 
industry has declined steadily over the yeaH. The 
decline in production is aaributed to ageing trees 
and farmers, relatively low producer prices and 
increasing scale of smuggling. 

The growth of the industry in the Ivory Coast 
and Togo, and the large-scale smuggling of cccoa­
across the borders are due largely to the fact that 
the neighbouring countries pay at least 50 % of 
the wodd price of co:oa to producers. if the smu­
gglers find it profitable to take the risk in crossing 
the borders, then it suggests that something is 
definitely going wrong in our domestic pricing 
policy. It is estimated in the 1979-80 Budget tha' 
Ghana lost about CZ'465.00 m illjon cedis through 
sm uggling. The producer price to Ghanaian farmers 
is normally less than 50 0

' 0 of the Accra f.o.b. price 
for cocoa. Without the neC!ssary price incentive, 
Ghana's export earnings are certain to decline 
sti ll further. 

The argument that paying cocoa famers more 
would be inflat io,ary is not a va lid argwnent. Or 
else the ~ca le of any export item !'!hould be in­
flat ionary. But the truth of the maHer is tha t cocoa 
export earnings wh ich account for about 60 % of 
the country's tota l export earnings, command real 
goods in return. Ordinarily their increased incomes 
should then find more goods to buy, hence Ii tie 
threat of inflation arises. What is probably the 
ca~¢ is that the government has such large appetite 
for the foreign exchange earnings that not enough 
is left to mt..'et consumer demands. 

In order lO raise the level of agticulutral output 
It b esseDtial to adopt some drastic and orthodox 
measures. As far as the basic food pro 'on is 
concerned, the Head of State and the Me rs 
of Parliament could take a day or two off from th 
11Ice :)UIToundings of the Parliament to engage 
themselves in some pri ... ate farming aRd this 'will 
ge'. a ll Ghanaians ~nth used about the private gar­
dens aRd rams to aid food production. Ghanaians 
need praclcia l e'(ampies and not nice budget ar 
statements. 
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Conclusion 

In some respects, the Budget does not appear 
to have the proper handle on the solutions needed 
for our economic pt oblems. The Minister of Fi­
nance should seek to make some changes in th e 
Budget or brace himself up to reap chaos that 
economic analysis would predict fr.om his policies . 
We offer the following alternative proposals ! 

(I) reduce the degree of gov0l11menta i inter­
vention in the economy ; 

(2) raise interest rates au goverTlJt1ent debt 
instruments to make -them attractive; 

(3) dismantle the price control regime: 
(4) make the price of cocoa to producers fall 

in line with world prices; 
(5) refrain from giving more impetus '0 in­

fl at ion by reducing new money creation; 
(6) reduce the size of goverament expenditure 

in line with revenue. 

Politics 
THE CONSTITUTION AND QUESTION OF 

VALUES-J 

By 
Kwamena Ahwoi 

Professor Folson's three-part art icle in L.O. 
Vol. XU, numbers 6. 7. 8. cannot be a llowed to 
pass without comment. A mysteriously argued 
paper. the article not only propounds the mische­
vous theory that there was Some such document 
known as tbe Th ird Republican Constitution which 
purportedly came into force on 1st l une, J979, 
but also posits the further theory, borderi ng on 
incitement, that the present Constituti on, pro­
muigated on 24th September, 1979, which the 
Presid~nt-, Government. M.Ps. and all institutions 
of State have s~vorn to defend, must be discarded 
since it is not the Republic's Constitution. 

P rofessor 'Folson propounds the fo llowing 
objectionable theses:- . 

(i) certain sections of lhe transitional pro­
visions cannot be justified ifl any way 
and must be expunged 'from' che Co nsti­
tution, 

. (ilj the A.F:R.C. l<ad no political, moral, or 
. lega-I, auth'Ority to make any changes 

t6 the" Constitution as passed by the 
Consti tuent Assembly. ~I' 1 

(iii) at the time of the June 4th "mutiny" . 
there existed in the country a Consti­
tution which was exactly 36 hours old, 

(it, because the Constituent Assembly chal­
lenged the S. M.e's ' right' to promulgate 
the Constitution. (which challenge the 
Professor implies was ignored), therefore 
the Constituent Assembly had the right 
to promulgate a Constitution for Ghana, 

(1') the Constituent Assembly was the legi­
timate body to promulgate the Consti­
tution , 

(I Ii) the validity of the Constitution cannot 
be traced to any other Law since th e 
Co nstitut ion validates all other laws. 

(I'ii) In 1969, 'good • sense' prevailed and the 
N.L.C. permitted the Constitution to 
be promulgated by th e Constituent As­
sembly. 

(viii) whoever advised the amendments must 
have done so out of bad fa ith. [n any 
case, it may be that the A.F.R.C. is being 
unjustly blamed because "it is clear thaL 
the corporals and sergea.nts and their 
junior o fficers w ho constituted the A.F. 
R. C. kllew and know nothing about 
Constitutions._.. other people who pos­
sib ly had an interest in these changes 
pushed the A.F.R.C. making them .... 

(ix) " if we do not abrogate their (that is , tbe 
so-called AFRC) Constitution, we shall 
be announcing to any mi litary adventurist 
that once he succeeds in imposing him­
self by force of arms, he can legitimise 
his ru le by furth er impos ing a Consti­
tut ion on the country." 

[t IS unfortunate that the constitutional debate 
since the handover to civilian administration has 
turned on the rights and wrongs of the AFRC era. 
Thjs is because the very perso ns who are having 
fits of apoplexy at the very mention of the AFRC 
were the oneS who preached from political pulpits 
that such a catacylsm as 4th June was inevitable, 
in the light of the society that was bei ng created 
between 1974-79. If therefore 4th June occurred 
_to vindicate the predictions of the political pun-

-: dits. it is more important tha,t we try to find. out 
its-causes in a, bid to prevent its future recurrence. 

Such an exercise will lead to an inquiry into hoW 
a whole nation co uld be I~d, li ke sheep to the slau­
ghter-house, to the point of committing ec?nomic 
suit'ide ? What kind of society made j~ pOSSIble for 

,. the rate of'inflation to run so rugh as to place Gha-
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na second in the world-wide inflation competition, 
and reduce to nothingness the incomes of Gha­
na,ans and the standard of living to abysmally 
low levels never before exper ienced? What kind 
of society could have caused such d iaspora of its 
children that we are living witnesses to today? 

What kind of society made it possible for education 
to brc0me so degraded that her teachers and lec­
turer .. were looked down upon as " the men who 
could nnt make it?" What kind of society made it 
pnssihlc for poor peasants' lands to be expropria­
ted hy nameless civil and public servants and their 
military overlords: absentee farmers who exploitee 
the peasant~i' toils, yet whose produce quickly 
found their way across the border through smug­
gling "here they fetched convertible currencies 
for these unpatriotic citizens? At the same time, 
lhc~c same persons were preaching sermons to 
humble cocoa and coffee farmers to be patriotic 
and to se ll their goods in Ghana, so that the foreign 
c\change gc.:nerated by their toil could be used to 
!mpMt Range Rovers, interior decorating furni­
hUlg\ bacon and ham for these thieves and rogues 

In the ,ociety'l In other words, what institutional 
IIppflrt made it possible for the malevolent dic­

tatorship, of Acheampong/Akuffo to last for so 
Inng .) 

An c:'\u.mination of the causes of 4th June should 
he mUl.:h more important than any goings-on about 
Its eJlclt'i. otherwise, if these causes are not identi­
fied. and removed. 4th June may recur in an even 
wor e form. and Il might not even involve soldiers. 
It IS III tI\l ... belief. that it is the causes rather than 
the dTc(:h 01' 4th June which must be sought for 
Ili,lI the writer feels obhged to respond to Prof. 
rnisnn':-; article. 

·\ftcr rcadlng the article in question, one I~ left 
wtth lht' trresistib le impression that unlile other 
.. ritll" of the AFRC, Prof. Folson does not only 
obJnl1\l 11l1' methods of the AFRC, but has a. more 
fundamc-III.1i objection to the AFRC intenention. 
Neverthele'i' he also tries to create the Impre~sion 
th.11 111 :0\ objcl'tlon IS to wha.t he call s 'military ad­
\lenturl,m" In genera l. This I ~ the biggest fallacy 
In Prot Fol"ou· ... article which must be e\po~d. 

t"punj!i"g 'he TrlUbitionat Provisions 

The argument aga.lOst the retention of the Tran-l 
Mt!onal Pro\ IStons In tht' I Q7Q Constitution has 
prch.:-ecueu on the une-"C.amtned a~umrtivn that the 
s('Ile purp~lse of 8. Con'Stltutlon IS the prf'tection 
of 'h.l-calkd 'mdi'w!dual IIbcrtlc,", . that th" concept 
IS a~ .... olute. 8.Ad therefore any !nlrtngement there­
of renders the mfringmg pro'\isions null and 'votd. 

But a constitution is also a political document, I 
which i~ supposed to be rooted in the political 

and social reality of the society it is to serve. The 
Ghanaian reality of 1979 \Vas one of economic 
deprivation and strangu lation by a small class of 
unproductive, greedy, bandits who plundered the 
State Shamelessly. The fai lure of the 'Constituent­
Asssmbly's Constitution' (C.A.) was not to haver 
reached to this reality which the JegaJ institutions 
of the day had proved completely incapable of 
dealing with. 

The 1979 Constitution, without [he Transitional 
Provisions. is simply a document which would , 
seem to have been drafted for a stable, democratic 
utopia, economically viable and socia1ly at peace. 
But is this really the situation in Ghana? Prof. 
Folson's pet 1969 Constitution had itself recognised 
this need. to react to real conditions when in its 
preamble, it recognised this reality and took steps 
to forestall its future recurrence by stating:-

.. we the chiefs and people of Ghana 

Ha"ing expericnced a regime of tyranny 
Remembering with gratitude the heroic struggle 
against oppression having solemnly resolved 
never again to allow ourselves to be subjected to 
a like regime. 

.. give to ourselves this Constitution." 
It inserted clauses agamst one-party rule as a spe­
cific reaction to the one party system of the CPP. 
It also validated the disqualification of certain 
CPP members. some of whom had been exonerated 
by Committee of Inquiry, thus indicating a rejec· 
tion of the political system in which those indivi­
duals participated. 

One looked in vain through the 1979 Draft Con­
stituent Assembly's Constitution to see a similar 
reaction 10 the economic nightmare that this na­
lion went through between 1974-79. There is none. 
The Constituent \ssembly thus underscored, by 
itt-. ach of omis~ion. its impotence to deal. with­
in th>! limits of constitutionality, With the problem 
of thl! '..;heat.s' and there seemed to be a tacit 
<ll'ceptance by all, including the aspiring politicians, 
that e\tra-Iegal and extra-constitUlional methods 
were needed to deal with them. At least, this was 
the ~'nler's definite impression after hosting the 
pre-election teet Your Presidenual Candidate' 
G.B.e. T\ programme. It was inevitable, after 
4th June therefore. that what had been accompli­
shed by e:ttra-legal means be 'protected' within 
the limits of the Constitution. In this way. there­
fore, the AFRC attempted to fill in a vacuum which 
the Constituent Assembly had proved incapable 
of dealing With. 
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Prof. Folson argues that by removing Part I 
of the Constituent Assembly draft Transit ional 
Provisions, the AFRC made it possible for F0,ces 
perso nnel who held civil ian appo intm en ts during 
the period of mi li tary rule to continue to hold ser­
vice appo intments after holding supreme political 
power, a nd that this decision is not compatible 
with the type of stabilitj< we need for our develop­
ment. 

The faliacy of this argument lies in the implied 
assumptio n that it is this category of service per­
sonnel who are most li kely to disturb the stability. 
The truth of the matter however is that coups have 
not been staged by service perso nnel who have 
tasted supreme political power. I f anything the 
initial action ora mi litary intervention in 1966 con­
tained within itself the mechanism for a repetition , 
whether or not the participants in the action re­
turn to barracks. In fact, the removal of Part 1 of 
of the Co nstituent Assembly draft Transitional 
,(,rovis ions has the posi tive impact of thc 'political­
soitiiers' exercising a modera ting intluence on the 

\ other members of the forces whilst they remain 
'j n service. 

Sectioll 15 of the Transitional Provisio ns of the 
(AFRC Constitution ', Prof. Folso n argues, extends 
the immunities granted to th e coup-makers of 1966 
1972, 1975 and 1978 by the Draft Constitution to 
the "mutineers-trained-coup-makers" of June 1979. 
What is objectionable abou t the phraseology here 
adopted is in its impJication that there was some­
thing proper about the 1966, 1972, 1975 and J978 
actions which need to be indemnified, as against 
the actors of June, 1979. Prof. Folso n curiously 
ignores the fact that revolt by senior Army Officers 
is treason, if a similar revo lt by other ranks and 
junior o ffi cers is a mutiny. These earlier actors had 
com mitted treason and/or subversion in terms of 
the Constitutions or Proclamations wh ich they 
were overtluowins. So \why nOl describe them as 
" treasonable-officers-tul'ned-coup-makers ?" And 
in any case, coup-maki ng is as objectionable as 
mutiny, if not more so. So why t he attempt to 
accord iv a new sense of Co nstitutional respecta­
bility? 

Prof. Folson·s 'suspicions' about S. 15(2) of the 
T.ransitional P(ovisions are understandbJe, since 
tney simply reveal a certain no n-familiarity wi th leg­
al drafting. S. I 5(2) is a near-perfect example of what 
is ca lled in law 'ouster-clauses', wluch are used aU 
over the common-law world to put a tight lid 

\ on certain situations which it is thought desirable 
ought nOl LO be reopened. [t is an attempt, no 
doubt to oust the jurisdiction of the Couns in 
matterS relating to certain decisions taken by the 
AFRC, bUl it is not without precedent. 

I n one English case, the House of Lords ap­
provetl an ' ouster clause Wllich had the eifect of 
detaining without trial an individual who was be­
lieved to be or German extraction. This was during 
the Second World War when extraordinary mea­
SureS were considered necessary to aid the war 
efforL Again arter the Second World War, Inter­
national Criminal jurisprudence sanctioned the 
most draconia n laws, most with retroactive effec­
ti veness, besides bend ing the traditional rules of 
evidence, in order to deal with Nazi war cr iminals. 

The fact is that both political theory a nd legal 
science concede tha t there is a certain limit beyond 
which the operation of the normal rules of the 
sys tem becomes impossible. The deba te therefore 
is about whethe( the limit had been reached in 
1979 which justified tbe use of these extra-legal 
measures. Since Prof. Folson and his ilk wou ld 
argue that that limit had been reached in 1966, 
others are ent itled to argue that it was more than 
reached in 1979. To these, la tter, any handover to 
a civilian admi nistration without an accompanying 
attempt to clean the state wou ld have meant that 
the Third Republic was going to be bui lt on sand. 
The campaign agai nst military ru le was only super­
fi cially a campaign against political ineptitude; 
it was a t base a campaign against eco nomic mis­
management and oppression. Tf these could on ly 
be entrenched in the Constitution by~' the 
use of the most draconian 'ouster-clauses', then 
it would seem to suggest tha t the limit for the 
application of ' non-law' hdd been reached. 

Whether an ollster-clause really succeeds, de­
pends on the skill with which it is drafted, as well 
as the hosti lity or sympathy of the judiciary 
towards its ai ms, and th e p(esent impasse in its 
interpretat ion by Ihe Courts (wh ich has necessi­
tated its reference to the ye t -to-be-set-up Supreme 
Court) shows that it is not true that S. I 5(2) neces­
sari ly protects " illegalities, injuslice!i and acts, of 
corruption " of individual members agents or advi­
sers of the AFRC. 

Prof. Folson in terprets S. 19 of the Transitional 
Provisio ns to mean that even if it were proved 
beyond the shadow of doubt that a mem ber of 
the AFRC or any individual purporting to act 
o n its in structions was guilty of extortion, cor­
ruption , burglary or rape, no Co urt can touch him. 
Obviously it is only ~ithin the terms of Lhe Pro­
fessor 's indulgence in a ' reductio ad absurdum' tbat 
acts of extortion , corruption, burglary or rape can 
be brought within th e meaning of «decisions taken 
or purported to have been taken ... by any person 
in the name of the Co uncil. " An AFRC decision 
to rape indeed! I pray the Courts see to the 
fulfilment of Professor Folso n's wish by so inter­
pret ing the provision. 



1qlh September, 1980 THE LEGON OBSERVER 

6oQ) 
YEARS 

LABORATORY 
SUPPLIES 

1880-1980 

Gollenham~ 

POBOX 5786, TEL 22811 , ACCAANORTH GHANA 

We have now moved to 

MAWUElI HOUSE 
9 Sobukwe Road (Former Farrar Avenue) 

Page 225 

" ,~ IN THE SERVICE OF SCIENCE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF MANKIND 



Page 226 THE LEGON OBSERVER 19th September, 1980 

Tampering with the Constituent Assembl)" s (C.A.) 
Constitution : 

Thesis (ii) and (i ii) may be taken together. The 
fallacy in those theses lies in the assumption that 
there was some such thing as the Constituent As­
sembly's Constitution. Prof. Folso n himself sug­
gests that he does not believe his own assumption 
when he argues in L.O. Vol. XII No.8 that the 
e.A.'s Constitution "came into force on the 1st 
day of June, 1979 ... the AFRC assumed that they 
had the power to make num~rous amendments to 
Draft Constitution ... " Surely if the Constitution 
'came into forc~' , then it would have ceased to be 
a Draft! 

Constituent Assembly "ersus S.M.C. 

Which brings us to the 4th professorial thesis. 
The impotence of the C.A. to deal with SMC II's 
" usurpation" of their so-called power, and the 
abrogation of the CA. Constitution simply meant 
that in the contest between the SMC and the C.A., 
the latter hopelessly lost out. It is mischievous to 
conclude that because there was a contest between 
the two bodies, therefore the C.A.'s view of the 
appropriate promulgating authority was the right 
view. Possibly one could argue tbat the Courts 
would have been the best! institution to deter­
mine the outcome of the contest. But in the ab­
sence of such determination, the positive power 
play that went on became decisive, and if the 
C.A.'s own ' operative date for the Co nstitution 
was ignored with such impunity by the SMC, it 
meant that not only had the C.A. lost out in the 
tussle, but that no Constitution could have come 
into force on 1st June which supposedly is in com­
petition with the 24th September Const itution. 

Equally misch ievo us is the argument that the 
CA was the proper body to promulgate a Con­
stitutio n for the country, which is the con tent of 
thesis (v). Professor Folso n's argument that ·'the 
question was repeatedly brought up as to which 
body was competent to draw a up a Constitution 
for the cQuntry: the C.A. or the SMC," is a com­
plete non seq uitur because the question assumes 
that the C.A. itself had any authority at all to 
promulgate a Constitution. The answer that he 
give .. that the Prelilli'61e proposed by the Con­
stitutional Com,rrrissi0n suggested that the Assem­
bly had the au thority to draw up a final Consti­
tution [or the country, is objectionable in its 
implied grant of judicial au~horitY to the Commi­
ssion to decide between the Assembly and tbe 
Government. 

The argumen l is further made tbat the C.A. saw 
its constituent authority to make a constitution 

ror the country as deriv ing, not from any Decree, 
but from the sovereign will of the people. This 
because. according to Prof. Folson, "the Assembly 
cold-bloodedly expunged all reference to the De­
cree from the preamble.!" As if that alone was all 
that was needed to resolve the issue. Does the 
Professor mean that any representative group of 
people could have met on their own volition and 
purported to have the authority to draw up 
a Consti tution for tbe country? Of course that 
would have meant a power-struggle of tt,e type 
that took place in Uganda recently, and the out­
come of such po\ver-struggles is not determined 
by political or moral strictures but by the power 
of the gun .. 

Of course, this is not to, suggest that the power 
of the gun is solely decisive. The allegiance of the 
people is especia lly important. because without 
popular support, not even the most ideological 
revolutionary can succeed. The victory of the 
AFRC over the C.A. depended more on the ex­
preSSion of popular support for the. Council. wh ich 
must have been obvious to even tile most casual 
observer, tha n on their command and control of 
force. If the C.A. ever was the embodiment of the 
the popular wi ll , then it became obvious that that 
popular will was immediately transferred to the 
AFRC. That was why . 1st June passed without 
the C.A. itself remembering that its operative date 
fo r the Constitution had passed. But. as will be 
argued later. the very narrow base and unrepresen­
tative nature of the C.A. prevented it ever becoming 
the embodiment of the popu lar wil l. 

As bet\veen the C.A. and the AFRC, there is 
no dispute who the people co nsidered to be re­
presenting more their wishes and aspirat ions. 
One wil l only dispute it by ei ther relegati ng the 
people to the arena of co nstitut ional ignoramuses, 
as Prof. Folson does with the co rporals and ser­
geants, or by arguing that lhe people do not 
understand what is good for them. But r have a 
lot of respect for the good sense of the people. 
Hewever, ir by the 'sovereign' will of the people' 
is meant Simply nhe will of the class in terest repre­
sented in the C.A., then r have no dispute with 
Prof. Folson. But Piar. Folso n of co urse knows 
tha t legitimacy does not spring solely from a section 
of people casting their vote. 

IT PAYS TO 

ADVERTISE 
in t he 

Legon Observer 
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Notebook 

OUR AMBASSADORS 

After nearly a year of hard searching the Presi­
dent has appointed ambassadors to represent the 
country abroad. We extend our heartiest congra­
gratulations to our ambassadors. Whjle doing 
so, however, we have a few pertinent questions 
we would like the country as a whole and the 
political parties in particular to reflect upon. 
Firstly, before the new ambassadors settle down, 
the new ones at the job will need some time 
to study the files. Before these new ambassadols 
have acquired the hang of it all , some of them wi ll 
be returning home if in 1983 President Limann is 
not fe-elected and the new Head of State does not 
confirm them. Even jfPresident Limann is fe-elected 
for a second term of office it is just possible that 
he may not confinn all of them. At the most, there­
fore, those l'1ew appointees can serve for only three 
years, possibly less and they can hardly be expected 
to represent the country effectively within such a 
short period, especially if they are new to the job. 
Given the exigencies of the situation and the deli­
cate nature of diplomacy, would it not have been 
better had tre Preside!'t chosen more experienced 
personnel from rus original list? 

Secondly, we know from the proceedings of the 
Padiamentary Appointments Committee that some 
of the people named by the President were not 
considered good enough for inclusion in the Presi­
dent's Cabinet. Surely the Council of State 
consideled each of the President's nominee before 
endon;ing the appointment. For a varie ty of 
reasons , however, the puhlic was kept out of the 
chambers of the Council and is uninformed of it" 
proceedings. It will be interesting to hear thal aftci 
much consideration, the Council advised the 
President to drop one or two, or even more of his 
nominees. 'While this may raise a number of con­
stitutional issues, it is our contention that such a 
move 0n the part of the Council will go a long way 
to engender public confidence in that body. [f this 
is not done. a number of people are likely to pose 
the question of whether people who do not meel 
the requirements for appointment as Mmisla::, at 
home qualify to be appointed as Ministers abroad 
In additIOn. a section of the populace will begin 
to see the Council of State as a mere rubber stamp 
of ~he President's decisiol\S. One wished thal per­
ions nominated for alnbaisadorial posts could be 
vetted as the constitution requires of Ministers and 
their deputies. This will ensure that peI'sons or 

doubtful integrity do not press claims for appoint­
ment. knowing fairly well that they cannot defend 
those claims in public. Perhaps the Council of State 
can do a lot of service to the nation by opening its 
doors to the public during consideration of certain 
appointments which do not involve issues of na­
tional security if such appointments are not 
required to go th.rough Parliament. In lieu of this, 
it may be of much help if a Parliamentary sub­
committee could be created to help the Counci l of 
State vet any such appointments. Of course, we 
are quite aware of t he fact that a number of the 
members of Council of State do not belon. to the 
P.N.P .• but the general public may be happier if 
their elected Members of Parliament who do not 
necessari ly share the ideological beliefs of the go­
verrunent in power have a say in such appoint­
ments. For one thing this may save the government 
from coming to defend its position in such delicate 
matters. 

Thirdly, following the promise in the President's 
inaugural address, th.e Minister of Foreign Affairs 

aSsured Parliamentsome time ago- that there was 

f~ be a review of th.e country's o\erseas representa­

tion to make for savings. This was endorsed by the 

President in his broadcast to the nation on 28th 

July, 1980 when he announced that the prwling 

exercise was under way and that it would save the 

~untry about 5.4 million cedis. Laudable as this 

may be, there are a few other pertinent issues we 

would like the government to consider. Firstly. 

where are the savings going (Q be made from? 

Secondly. we muSI begin to assess the importance 

;f all our embassies in Europe, orth America 

and the Far East. Since economics has taken pre­
;cd.ence over politics in international affairs, pe(~ 
h~ps it would be economical to have only about 

lwo embassies in Europe, one in North America 

a';'d one in the Far East. The lest of our representa­

tion should be purely economic. This may enable 

uS to concentrate on Africa and the Middle EaSt 

·vhere we arc JiI.,ely to develop strong economic ties 

within the next lwo decades. 

We have lai::,oo ~ome general points about the 
I1C\\ ambassadorial appointments but we wHl 
specifically point Qut thal thet"¢ is a disturbing 
featur~ about these appointments. It would appear 
that the Pres ident attaches very little Importance 
to the calibr~ of people appointed as ambassadors 
to countries -...,e have traditionally perceived as 
imponanc namely, countries like th...: United 
St'Qtes. Russia. West Germany and Britain. These 
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arc st ill our important trading partnen.. and mo')t 
Ghanaians expected men of stature to be sent to 
to these countries. rnstead. compared with past 
ambassadors to these countric'), the new ones 
appear to be jighweight. It would have been in 
keeping with esta blished practice in th is country 
as well as with our economic inte! ests if men of 
some achie\cmcnt, poiilicai or otherwise. had 
been chosen to represent us in tl-ese four impor­
tant countries. It is about timewe realised that we 
have been wast ing talent in simply failing to ack­
nowl~dge t l~e exi-stencc of fai rly distinguished 
people who arc willing to serve their coun1 ry 
abroad. it is our beltef that we have in th is COUIl­

try now distinguisl'ed ex-Yice-ChancelJors, cx­
civi l servants, trade unionist career diplomats, 
politicians and businessmen who are stil l active 
enough to SCi ve their country credita bly abroad 
in th is crucial period of our history. Polidca l 

considerations are important in these appoint­
ments, but we should not attach over -l. mighty 
importance to them . 

Letters 

WHICH WAY, GHANA? 

SIR - The P.N.P . Administration is now a year 
old. Admittedly, one year is not an adequate 
period for a shattered economy like ours to take 
off significantly. But within this period keen ober­
vers of the socio-political scene in the country 
should be able to see the direction in which the 
economy is moving - free exchange system or plan­
ned economy, or if you like the capitalist or the 
socialist approach. As a ketn student of politics 
I am at a loss to discern the methods being adopted 
to resuscitate our econmy. 

A high-ranking membeI of the Limann govern­
ment was reported to have said recently that Ghana 
is pursuing a mixed economy. May I pose a simple 
rhetorical question ? Which economy is not mixed? 
EvelY economy is mixed. The mixture is of two 
elements - the capita.list and the socialist. Where 
the capitaliiOt element is predominant, as in th.e 
US, South Korea, Japan, Kenya, Nigeria and 
Singapore, we say there is cap~lism, and where 
the socialist element is preponderant as in Russia, 
Chi na, Cuba and Tanzania, we say there is socia­
lism. There is some public ownership of property 
in the USA, and there is some private ownership 
of properly in Ru~sia. I do not know of any country 
in the world wnerethere is a fifty per cent socialist 
element and a 'fifty per cent capitalist element in 
the economy, to Dlako that country qualify for 

the description , mixed economy. Put another way, 
I am argui ng that to tell the whole world that you 
are pursuing a mixed economy is to offer a non­
starter. The mi xed economy is a cowardly economic 
policy. 

To me there a re only two ways of running an 
economy, of getting rich, so to speak - the capitalist 
method and the socialist approach. The rormer 
approach is characterised by free t rade, free market 
system ~ and dle latter by government control and 
state planning. There are apologists of both systems 
on the international scene. The West, symbolised 
by the USA, is an advocate or capitalism ; and the 
East, symbolised by the Soviet Union, is a propo­
nent or socialism (communism). The USA and the 
rest of th.e Western countries are the natural allies 
of any developing country which pursues lhe free 
exchange economy; and the Soviet Un ion and 
other communist countries in the East are equally 
the natural allies of any developing country which 
pursues a planned economy. There is no via media 
in this. Either we are socialist and for that matter 
economic friend s of Russia and the East, or we are 
ca pitalist and therefore economic friends of the 
USA, Bri ta in and other Western countries. Some 
social science textbooks and intellectuals have 
argued that there is such a thing as the mixed eco­
nomy, but my own experience refutes that position 
quickly. 

When an individua l who has seen riches goes 
bankrupt he seeks the assistance of friends a nd 
well-wishers to gft out of the woods. When a nation 
finds itself in similar circumstances it will have to 
seek the assistance of other fr iendly countries and 
international financ ial institutions and organisa­
tions to get out of rne rut. rn the economic mess 
in which we find ourselves today it is only foreign 
aid plus hard work a nd a disciplined life which 
ca n help us through. We cannot expect any signi-
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ficant aid from Russia a nd her communist all ies 
jf we do not show conspicuously that we believe 
in the socialist approach to the resuscitation of 
Qur economy. And we would li kewise not get any 
.'>Jgnificant help from the West if we do not show 
by word and deed that we believe in free enterprise. 

If the Llmann administration is continuing flom 
where the late K warne Nkrumah left off, tben Gha­
na is beIng run on socialist lines. Nkrumah was an 
African sociali!'.t before his overthrow, and a Mar­
xi\t-Leninist or communist after t he ou<;tcr. Vlhy 
can'l we make this position loud a nd clear and so 
make the rt!~l of the world know our natural allies. 
We 'hall ):'ull get sympathisers from the West. I 
myself am an advocate of the FREE EXCHANGE 
FCONOMY. This system w ill also give us sympa­
thies rrom the East. WH1CH WAY, GHA1'A­
Sol.:lalisl 01 Capitalist? 

Mr. President, over to you. 

Resident Tutor, C. C. K. Dzakpasu 
Instltute of Adull lducallon 
Sunyani 
Brong-Aharo 

Volta River Pr9ject, Yalco And 
Bauxite Dc,'elopment 

SIR The anidc 10 your I"sue dated 29th May·12 
.Iullt: entitled "Volta River Project, Valeo and 
Ua.u'(itc Development" by Sp~lal Correspondent 
makes rrcommt!ndauon:-. ""h l c~ are Inappropnate 
ror me hl comment upon. The author doe~. ho\\­
l'VCr, rna\...c !Itatements regarding factual matter~ 
whIch a ... Managmg Director ofVa1co r feel T must 

l'I)rrcCl 

l'hc Valco Agn .. ·l.!ment IS cJ.tegori7oo in Ihe art,­
cle as an e'\amplc \)1' an agreement which \ubJcct..; 
the hO 'it ttl a "nco-colonial 'itatus" whereby "Ghana 
grun .... thr mo\t fllr rcuching concc~ions to Valco 
and aeh in return onl) piou,; intentions and unlulfilh:-d 
"romi ... l' ... ,. (l!mph,~'l" aud~d). 

On Jun~ 25. 11l};O Yako pr('~t'nteJ the GQ\('rn~ 
menl of Ghana \\lth J, cheque- ror over 41 million 
led,,, lo\t:r LIS $15 mil 1 11.."1 n) for ta.,es on 197Q 
Ol.rllln~" In Sertemb~r ~"'If thIS yt:3.r a pa.yment Irl 

th~ a'nounl llf arp-~)\lmatdy 2-1- mdlron ct'dl' 

lnCJ.rI~ US $~ mlllh)n). \\illb~ madcb~ Yalco 10 the 
"ako Fund. r('pn::sc-ntmg the sharmg of proht .... 
:'\Jter payment (ff t~'( for I q.79. WIth the people ~lf 
Ghana. Both \.lftne:,c payment:,. of course. con~ 

tribute directly to Ghana's fo reign exchange posi­
tion. since the U.S. dollar equivalent is fi rst 
transfe rred to the Bank of Ghana to obtain the 

cedis . 

Tt is difficult to equate the above~menljoned 

payments or over 65 million cedis (US $24 mi­
llion)to "pious intentions and unfulfilled promises". 

It is also ironic indeed that Dr. Nkrumah. who 
signed the Va1co Agreement on behalf of the Gov­
ernment of Ghana and who is the author of "Neo~ 

Colonialism ~ T he Last Stage of Imperialism", 
should be accused of imposing upon Ghana a neo­
colonial status. 

Tn addilion to the previously mentioned taxes 
and Valco Fund payments. the agreement signed 
by Dr. krUm2.~l obtained for Ghana: 

(a) Thc Akosombo hydroelectric project which 
ha'i pro\ ided electric2.l energy to both Valco 
and a large ponion of the populace of 
southern Ghana. This hydropower cur­
rent ly sa\ es Ghana over US SSO million 
per year which would otherwise be required 
10 impon oil to generate electrici ty for 
(';'ustomers other than \"alco. 

(b) A modern induMrial plant at Tema, with 
a capacit)' of 200,000 metric tonnes of pri­
mary aluminium annually, which provides 
direci employment for a pproximately 2,500 
employees with a wide range of technical 
and profe::ssional :;.kilb. 

tel O\cr US § 250 million in fore ign exchange 
::sin(.:c the plant began. with the amount 
Incrcaslng by o\er LSS $50 million this 
year. including the Income ta\. and Valco 
Fund payment" mentioned above. 

{d) A financiall)'" ",(lund Volta Ri\er AuthOrity 
with the re50Urt;C'i 10 construct a second 
hydro electric plant to provide for further 
gro\\ th 10 re'iidential. commercial and 
industri::Ll u"e" llf pov.er in Ghana. 

Thc:,c. I submit. are accomplishmenls of great 
,i~nifkan.:c. 

Ta"\.e~: 

The ~ret;lal Correspondent POlllts out that 
Valco had paid no ta'(cs from 1967 to 197 . Thi~ is 
1:' Cllrrect and \\;!~ the result of ~e,eral fa('tnr~:-

""\lo l;nc" \\ ere due before thl::> year ~ec..'\u<,e 
~)f a fi\(·~~ca.r ta.\ holida~. Ythlch c'rir~J 

In 19")3 and the norma.l .;t11oYtanct;" prl.)­
\idt:d under the fncome Ta\. Ordi lance 
for the mitt..!.1 plaflt. the l"YtI'l ,ub'eq.:nt 
mllJOT e poln"'lOn'" and other capital ad­
dIllon::.. 
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2. Valco would have paid taxes for 1977 and 
1978 operalions had it not been for the 
two power outages which all but shut down 
our operations and cost Valca approxima­
tely USs55 mi lli on in addi tional expenses 

and lost revenue. 

Valeo has pa id income taxes for 1979 and will 
be making its contribution to the Valco Fund in 
September. The tax and Valco Fund payments 
are a source of grati fication to the management 
of the company both because of the operational 
successes which resulted in the obligations and 
because of the uses to which the funds can be put 
in Ghana. Valca will continue making major con­
tributions from now on as long a.s the operatio ns 
remain profitable. 

The Val eo Fund: 

The Valco Fund. represents an ~.dvantageous 

arrangements for the people of Ghana. Under 
its terms, Valca is committed to share its profit, 
after tax and specified deductions, SO/50 wi th the 
Valco Fund, The Fund is administered by an in­
dependent board of trustees appointed by the Volta 
River Authority. and its resources are dedicated 
to social and development projects which are of 
benefit to the people of Ghana. 

The Valco Fu nd is in effect an additional tax 
on Valeo. For 1979, Valco's tax payments and 
contribution to the Valco Fund represent an effec­
tive "tax" rate of approximately 60 %. In futu re 
years this effective rate will likely 'increase some­
what and approach 70 %. 

Local Loans: 

The only local loans obtained by Valco for the 
co nstructiol1 of its smelter were borrowings in 
cedis. and were used for a portion of the cost of 
the two major plant expansions. Both interest and 
principal on these loans (which were specifically 
approved by the Government of Gha"a) have 
been paid by bringing doll .. rs to the Bank of Ghana 
for conversion to cedis. The loans were made in 
cedis and both interest and principal were repaid 
in dollars. This is not an arrangC!ment which goes 
against Ghana's interests. 

Valco's Right to Most Favoured Purchaser S tatus: 

The Observer's Special Correspondent is con­
cerned that the agreement with Valco precludes 
the VRA from seiling power to other industrial 
users at a rate lower than applicable to Valco with­
out also reducing Valco's rate. I do not think 
this proviSion is u nre~onable or unfair. Ya1co, 
whose guarantee to purchase power frem the VRA 

made the construct ion of Akosombo possible, in 
fai rness should be entitled to any preferential rates 
which might be offered to other industrial users. 
It is surprising that Special Correspondent who has 
previously advised his view that Valco's power price 
is the lowest in the world (which it is not) should 
now want the VRA to be free to sell power to others 
at an e,'en lower price. 

U.S. Duties : 

Special COirespondent states that the United 
States imposes a duty of USS IO per ton on impor­
ted a lumina. fn fact, alumina is admitted duty free 
to the United States. Further, U.S. laws provide 
that any duties paid on imported materia ls used 
for the manufacure of jtems which are subsequent­
ly exported. are remitted under drawback provi­
sions applicable in the United States and many 
other countries; duty-free imports are by no means 
uruque or unusual for export-oriented industries 
in many countries. 

TAYSEC CONSTRUCTION 

REQUIRE 
PLANT MANAGER 

DUTIES 

To be responsi ble for :-

Overa ll technical direct ion of mai ntenance 
and repair of construction plant incl uding 
excavators, wheeled and tracked loaders, 
miners dumpers, lorries, light vehicles and 
other items of contractors plant. 

The administration of the Depat:lment and 
the prepara~ i on of maIntenance cos~ returns, 
spare parts store and minimum srock levels . 

QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE 
The succesful candidate should preferably 

have a background of a technical education 
and have spent at least 15 years in the repair 
and maintenance of plant wit h the last 5 
years in a senior position 

SALARY 

Very attractive but negot iable. 

METHOD OF APLlCATION 

[nterested persons should apply in writing 
to :-
THE PERSONNEL MANAGER, 
TAYSEC CONSTRUCTION LTD., 
P. O. BOX 01010, 
OSU-ACCRA. 
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Exchange Rate:-

As was specifica1!y stated iu the 1978-79 Budget 

Statement, page IS: "The institution of the export 
bonus. which in effect amounts to a muJtiple ex­
change rate regime, was to act as an incentive to 
exporters" (emphasis added). The budget statement 
recognized the overluation of the cedi and 
the high rate of domestic inflation as the justifica­
tion for the export bonus. These fortes have 
particular impact UpO:1.. Va!co as all of its output 
is currently exported and foreing exchange is 
brought to Ghana to cover its cedi costs. Both 
the contract language as well as fair play and 
equity require that Va1co .. as a major earner of 
foreign exchange fo ::- Ghana, shou ld not be dis­
criminated against in its exchange rate. 

Any benefits derived from "a more favourable 
exchange rate pro vision are shared with the Govern ­
ment of Ghana and the Valco Fu nd through Val­
co's income tax paymenNi and payments to the 
Fund. 

De-vel o~!1lent of Ghana's Bauxite Deposits: 

The negotiations with Dr. K'.vame Nkrumah 
were very specific upon the question of developing 
Ghana's bauxite deposits. Under the agreement, 
there is a p rovision wh ich imposes a substantial 
penalty t~ Valco'5 shareholders should all the alu­
mina processed at the Tema plan I not be obtained 
from Ghanaian bauxite by April 25. 1977. This 
was clearly understood by all parties to the nego­
tiations and it is completely false to indicate that 
the Ghanaian negotiators. including Dr". Nkrurnah. 
were under any illusion to the contrary. 

As Special Correspondent points out, the Va1co 
shareholders can make a saving of U.S. s6mill ion 

per yea"" by utilizing Ghanain bauxite. This is 
a substantial amowlt and does give the share­
holders an incentive to obtain their alumina from 
Ghanaian bauxite. The fact of the matter is that 
Ghanaian bauxite cannot be used at Tema 
without processing into alwnina and the cost 
of such a conversion is indeed colossal - at least 
U.S. ,600 miJiion in 1980 dollars. A feasibility 
study has showu that the project would have a 
negative ca5h flow for the first seven years. 
Because of this, it is not the type of project which 
can be financed at present. 

Several potentia! participants in the project 
have been involved in the studies but have elected 
not to proceed. Despi te Special Correspondent's 
fears, continuing efforts win go forward. When 
the project is economically sound with positive 
cash flow;S the project can proceed. 

The a llegation that there is a conspiracy which 
precludes the building of integrated facilities in 
Third World countries is false and ridiculous. 
Both India and Brazil are Third World countries 
with. bauxite, alumina. primary aluminium and 
aluminium fabricat io n involving participation by 
the aluminium multi nationals. Venezuela will join 
that group as soon as an alumina plant, now under 
construction. is in operation. 

Let me close Dy quoting Dr. Nkrumah on the 
negotiatio,s'which resulted in the Valco a!;reement; 

... ... I "wis'1 to emphasize that in an our ne­
gotiations with the management of Va1co they 
have always demonstrated a genuine desi re 
to urange this company in a way Which would 
be fair and equi table to both them and to 
Ghana. An example of this good faith of 
Valco is their initiative in creating a Special 
(Va1co) Fund \V'hich wi ll guarantee to Ghana 
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mOfll: revenue from the project than could be 
expected under normal conditions ... " 

The Volta River Project, including the Valco 
plant, has made and will continue to make a sig­
nificant contribution to Ghana's economy in tile 
years to come. 

1 appreciate your courtesy in aUowing me to 
reply to Special Correspondent. 

Val co Ltd. 
Tema. 

Ward B. Saunders, Jr. 
Managing Director 

Miscellaneous Report 

TO THE ROOTS AND BACK 

By 

Kojo Yankah 

It would have been ideal if I had driven the 53 
mile journey, but I decided to go by public trans­
portation. I had been warned' by a kind friend who 
was used to t,ravelling on rhe same route - Accra 
to Agona Duakwa - that if I ever wanted to get to 
my destination on time my safest bet was to be at 
the lorry station, near the Kaneshie market, Jatest 
by 6.00 a.m. 

It was a Saturday morning. I can' t remember 
exactly if I bad breakfast, but it js clear in my fne­
mory that I was at the lorry station by 5.30 a.m. 
Only about 15 other persons were in the queue 
going to Agooa S",edru where I would connect 
the final ride. SO ' I followed the line. 

A Datsun pick-up came empty. There was a 
semblance of tickets being issued. Behind me-, the 
queue was lengthening. All the same I was con­
vinced that even if all the 15 ahead of me got place 
in the lorry, I would be among the first to be served 
in the next round. In no time, the driver had started 
llis engine. The vehicle was filled up - J 4 at the back, 
two in front. Ahead of me, I counted 10 people. 
I counted again to be sure. I was going to ask the 
bookman a question. but I was quickly pre-empted 
by a woman. 

"E-bei, hoW' long are we going to stay here? 
"Hei, woman," a male voice in the window 
groaned, "don't ask that quest ion, there were peo· 
pie here before you came." I heard grumblings, 
but I kept mute for fear of being black:l isted by tke 
authorities there. 

A Nissan 22-seater bus showed up and parked. 
"Yes, yes, get on board. Those who have luggage 
shollid come this way." "What!" I exclaimed to 
m¥self. Tickets and money exchanged hands, and 
the Dumber of persons in front of me was decrea· 

sing. With five more people to go, it was loudly 
announced that the bus was full. 

When the vehicle took off, I looked at my watch -
it was 8. 15 a.m. - and then gathered courage to 
get nearer the window. "Gentlemen," I was quite 
polite. "Do you think what we are doing is fair? 
Some of us have ." 

"My friend," another polite voice interrupted, 
"this is our office. We do what we like here, just 
as you also do in your office." Two other women 
made ¢.fforts to support my case but they got worst 
blastings. I recoi led to think 0 f another strategy. 
Just then, I heard Someone shout in my direction: 
"Oh, manager, are you also in the line?" 

I looked up. It was one of the junior clerks in 
my office who lived very close to the lorry station 
and therefore was acquainted with the bookmen. 
I explained my plight to him and he sympathized 
with me. [ saw him walk towards the kiosk and 
whisper something into the ear of one of the book-

men. When he came back, he told me, "you will be 
alr ight," and then disappeared. 

The next veh icle came at 9,30 a.m. and this time 
I saw the queue moving fast. When it came to my 
turn, the ticket·seller said: "Manager, if it were 
not our friend, you wouldn't leave here today. 
Here, we are not dictated to. " I waited till my ticket 
was firmly in my grasp and replied; "ll is not your 
fault." 

By the time I reached the village, wh.ere I was 
goil"'\g to attend a burial, time was J 1.45 a.m. My 
"old lady" was delighted to see me. Her first ques­
tion was: "Have you eaten?" When [said no, she 
rushed to the kitchen. 'Whi le waiting for my brunch, 
t got involved in a conversation with my 70 year-old 
grandmother. 

She began: " How are your wife and the child­
ren ?" 
I replied: "They are doing well ." 

"£i , r hear yOll people in Accra are suffering. " 
" That is t rue, but we are making the best out 
of the situation. " 
"But Kojo, we have large tracts of land lying 
fallow ilere. Why do·"t you bring down your 
family to come and stay here. I hear that in the 
city you queue every morning before you eat. 
Before T could answer, my attention was drawn 

by a three year old son of my aunt urinating less 
than one foot away from where I sat. "Get off 
Kwesi," r heard my grandmum shout. "Don't you 
know you wi ll spoi l your brother's dress? If, you 
spo il this dress what will he leave for you 7" 

I knew site was referring to the occasional pre­
sents of worn-out cloths which my older uncles 
had periodically benefitted from. But I saw she was 
st-iH waiting for an answer to her last 9Uggestion. 
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Again, I was interrupted by the noise of a wailing 
woman who was passing by. The dead person whose 
burial I was attending had \\forked at Tema for 
10 years and had been the bread-winner all these 
years. The woman wailing was an elder sister and 
she was chanting - ~ ~ 

"Oh Yaw, so arc you gone? 
Oh, Yaw, what did you leave beh ind for me? 
Oh, didn't you leave me even one cedi? 
Oh 0 0.00" 

When the noise was out of hearing, my grand­
mother commented: "Ei, so this boy is dead and 
has left behind older relatives? Himmm!" 

I realised she had forgotten about Ihe question 
which she had asked before, for in the next minute 
she was shouting, on top of her voice: 

"Yaa!" she was calling my mother. 'Look uJ1der 
the bed. The black box must have one or t\\O tins 
of tinapas in it." [ quckly reacted: 

"Nana, you must be very lucky here to get 
mackerel to buy," "Don't say Kojo, Our U,A,C. 
store is hopeless." "U "-new she was referring to 
that retail store wruch is housed in the former 
U,A,C. Shop)." "Do you remember you brought 
this ma-:kerel to this house?" 

I reserved my surprise to myself. That mackerel 
must not have been less than nine months old in 
the old woman's box. 

"Don' t you worry. Nana. Things wil l Improve," 
r said. "\Vhen? Can anythmg be hetter when our 
people do not love one another? Even at the time 
[ was at the prime of my youth, which [ remember 
vividly, one sh illing was too much for this big family 
we had. Now, see, when that man in that shop gets 
this mackerel, we shall have to pay about thirty 
shi ll ings for a tin." 

My meal or plantain and "nkontomire" stew 
wtih mackerel was Soon re2_dy. Two children and an 
uncle who appeared in the doonvay joined hands 
with me to eat from the same pan. Occasionally. 
my grandrnum would yawn and r could see her 
toothless cavity. At one point, I suggested to her 
that she take some rest. She obliged. 

The crowd following the corpse to the church 
for the burial service was quite large. From the 
staggering footsteps of those who were carrying 
the coffin, one could reasonably conclude that some 
amount of a lcohol was working On some human 
beings. Even at the entrance to the church. [ saw 
one of the TTlen spit heavily on the floor. No one 
seemed to care. 

[f there were incense burning in the c~urch, the 
alcohol fumes would have been drowned but __ _ 

All the same tne priest did his best. Witrun the 
space of onc hour he had directed the service in as 
as solemn a mood as possible. Both in the church 
and at the cemetery, he had given ,every impression 
that the dead friend was an honest, hard~work.il1g 

man who had lived a life, "worthy of emulation." 
(Secretly, [ knew that my friend's relationship with 
the church was limited to his paying his dues in the 
Village church regularl). He was a smoker and a 
drinker , but the church \,'as "not" expected to say 
all these at his burial sen'ice. I only hoped that my 
rriend "repented" before he died, or else, he was 
only responding to "the wages of sin is death." 

Back home from the cemetery, the sympathizers 
congregated at the deceased's family house. It had 
been white-washed for the occasion. There is no 
elect ricity at this \ ilJage so It would have been un~ 
reasonable to exptct cold drinks. Mourners there-

PIONEER TOBACCO CQ \IP 'NY LI\llTED 
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Production Management are responsible to the ~.1l,;tor~ Man.lgcr for the programming and manufacture of produc­
tion requircmcnb, impro\cmcnls m produci quailt), the maintenance of machine!), continuing thc de,e!opmenl of sound 
im.lustrial rclallons, financial budgeting, good hou..e-Ir..~plng .lnd thc \\elf;m: or cmplo}~ 
SALARY 

Thc Salnr) which is on a progrc-.si\c sC'O.le. i" ncgotiable according to qualific;Hlon and e\pericnce Fringe benefits 
and other condillons of ~er"i!.:e compare favourabl) \Hlh tho~e ~"lf other leadinS companie\ in Ghana. 
GENERAL 

The Job is challengmg one and otTen; pos..<:lbihIlC, of promotion. The ,>u<X'L~ful candidate \\iU, in addition 10 his 
quahtkathJns and c,pcricn.:c, be C\IX'CtcJ 10 po, ......... " kaden;hlp quahllcs, dri,e and initiati\c, and the ability to get on 
"',itll people- lie ~hould bo: c,lpable of developing ,dca ... and mno\'~tlons and adapting to changmg s.ituation:. and con­
dItions. He should also be able to suslalO long and \aned periods 0\ hard wor!.. 
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fore had to do with what was available. Where 
the "Ebusua" sat to receive donation (for the final 
funeral rites were aU to be performed that day) I 
saw one bottle of beer being shared among about 
a dozen anxious mouths. 

"Times are hard" my illiterate farme r friend 
whispered. "These days, you can' t even buy akpete­
shie" (suggest ing that he would have given me a 
treat if circumstances were favourable). 

" That is alright. We all acknowledge it, " I said. 

"But you people in Accra," my fri end seemed 
to be probing, "aren't you doing anything to im­
pr.ove the situation?)) 

" What exactly do you wa nt done?" 

"There you are. This is the kind of question I 
would want the government people to ask those 
of us in the vi llage. Instead of this, they dump any­
thing on us. As I am speaking they say we should 
go and buy ferti lizer (his pronunciation was a little 
corrupted) but that is not \>/hat we want. OUf fa· 
tbers never used ferti lizers a nd I haven't used some 
before. But, look!." I was getting interested, so I 
pushed roy chair nearer him . The village Brass Band 
had struck a tune and the free dance had began. 
There, they call something As. Bone (Bad dance). 

"You see, Kojo. The other day a van came here 
selling milo at (2'6 .00 a tin. From my own ca lcula­
tion, two tins of Milo can buy one cutlass ; a nd yo u 
won't believe it only a few people queued for the 
Milo. " 

My friend spat and I realized he had already 
had a fill of akpeteshie. When the man serving 
akpeteshie reached our turn, my friend shook ner­
vously and drowned another half-glass. 

" Don' t think I am drunk," he warned. [ shook 
my head to indicate I was not thinking so. And 
then he conti nued : 

"You people sit there and say we should form 
cooperatives. You bring KalabuJe people from 
Accra who do n't know that we ourselves have a 
proper cooperative system here. Why don' t you 
ask us?" 

I was a little scared because he literally tranS­
ferred his fumes into my nostrils. I mustered 
courage and took the rest of the complaints: 

"The same people will come and say we should 
vote for them when the time comes." 

That night, as the " natural disco" of moonlight 
enveloped the vi llage, I saw the villagers trooping 
to the Concert HalJ where the J.J's Concert group 
was dramatizing a story entitled : " How the Crab 
became Headless." 

I understood why the other side of society is 
referred to as the ROOTS. Maybe our side belongs 
to the branches. We are back. 

CHANA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION: 21ST 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

By 

Kwame Abaka Pobee 

Th e Ghana Med ical Association (GMA) held 
its 21 st Annual Conference from Thursday April 3 
to Saturday, April 5, 1980 in Accra. It is a fact that 
the Association born in 1958 celebrated its 21st 
anniversary one year after the day of its birth. It is 
important that this particu.lar quirk of fate should 
not be left without comment. The G.M.A. became 
famo us as a result of tbe historic decision of the 
professional bodies to take on bare faced incompe­
tent dictatorship that was plundering Ghana and 
leading it into depravity. 

National Politics aDd C.M.A. 

The events of June 1977 through July 5, 1978. 
wouldstandas a memorial to a people's determina­
ion rto assert its inalienable right to be free and 
Ho esist dictatorship. Let us refresh our minds 
a bout those events. 

On 1st June, 1977, the Ghana Medical Associa­
ti on called an emergency meeting to discuss the 
question of the reopening of the three national 
Universities that had been closed as a result of 
student-Government confrontation. A resolution 
was passed asking the authorities to open the 
universities or face the consequences, mainly 
withdrawal of their services. The Government re­

. plied by sacking two Professors from the Medical 
Faculty of the Uni ve"ity of Ghana, presumably 
for engineering the confrontation. It may be re­
membered that one of them was not at the decisive 
meeting and indeed was away examining in a post­
graduate examination in London. The other 
attended the meeting but at tbe time of sacking 
he was also away attending a Commonwealth 
Co nference on postgraduate education in Medi­
cine. But the puny mind of General Acheampong' 
co uld not comprehend the significance of these 
things. These professors were in good company. 
For the Governor of the Bank of Ghana, abroad 
at the time, almost certainly begging for money 
for Ghana was sacked. The Chief Justice who ' 
had been given national honours in January, 
J 977 for meritorious services to the state was 
sack;d for a charge that seemed to antedate the 
honourable award. 

The GMA reacted by withdrawing its services 
and tltis time both Government hospital doctors 
and private medical practitioners combined to 
show their contempt for a Government that could 
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act the way it did. Rumours had it that the Govern­
ment acted on the advice of a member of the pro­
fession. If true, one could on ly say it waS a despica­
ble act. 

On July 9, 1977, the GMA met in an emergency 
session and passed a resolution in li ne with that 
of the Nati onal Executive of the Association of 
Recognised Professional Bodies passed on 23rd 
June, 1977, to demand the immediate resignation 
of the Government of the Supreme Military Coun­
r il. The harassing of medical practitioners, the 
low flying aeroplanes above Korle Bu and the 
"normal military exercises" on the campus and the 
exodus of doctors from Karle Bu are a1\ history. 
It would be interesting to know the identity of those 
Who flew planes so dangerously low over the roof 
tops. We can only hope they were not latter day 
revolut ionaries who were on ly obeying orders then. 

Though the Objective was not realised immedia­
tely. the event of July 5, 1978, the ousting of 
Acheampong, must surely trace its antecedents to 
the determined effort of the professional bodies to 
give leadersh.ip to a nation in dire need of one. 

l t is, however, ironic, but it is also a fact that 
this histor ic act of the medical profession created 
divis ions, bitterness and even worse, apathy 
amongst their ranks. The salary situation was a lso 
partly 1'0 blame. Acheampong's Government d id 
its best to divide the profession. The professional 
bodies decree was repealed. The decree made mem­
bership of the Association mandatory for practising 
physicians. T\velvc medical practitioners, nick­
named the 12 Apostles went to the Castle to ofTer 

their unstinted and unalloyed loyalty to General 
Acheampong. [n short, the profession was in dis­
array and seemed to have lost its Sense of direction. 
Historians will argue whether the profession was 
right to engage overtly in politics or as has been 
said , to be used for the gratification of other 
people\ political ambition. This writer has no iota 
of doubt that the profession had to act; there was 
no other way. Its motive as a profession was beyond 
reproach. It really was selfless. 

Thus it could be said tha t the latter years of ad 0 le­
scence of the Association had ItS problems and 
it was not sure whether II would ever emerge IOto 
the age of maturity or die a premature death. Indeed 
there was talk of the formation of a young Doctor'., 
Association implying that the .seniors had let them 
down. The 21st Annual conference held this year 
ha" revealed a healthy adult and a ~ense of unity 
betw~cn th~ old and the young, the admllustrators 
and the cilOicians, the specialists and the general 
practitioners, and the hospital doctors and the 
general practitioners. This sense of unity and pur-

pose speaks for the resilience and inner st rength 
of this ancient and noble profession and has given 
confidence in the future. 

Health Services of Ghana 

The Theme of the 21st Annual meeting was: 
the Health Services of Ghana. The Association 
in 1975 had used the same theme. The appro­
priateness of the theme is reflected in the fact that 
the 1979 constilution of the 3rd Republic of 
Ghana demands that a Health Service be esta­
blished. Tn any case, in the last 5 years or so the 
Service -as established has not met the expecta­
tions of all concerned. The patient and his relative 
have been dissatisfied as much as the health pro­
fessional in the service. The dissatisfaction had 
been expressed in strikes and threats of strikes 
and newspaper articles and letters. The theme 
therefore afforded the profession once again the 
opportunity to have a look at the proposed Healto 
Service that its representatives had taken part 
in its formulation. The professio n needed to in­
form itself and to pronounce as a whole on the 
type of service it wanted for the people it served. 
The conference was opened by the Honourable 
Minister of Health, Mr. M.P. Ansah, who expres­
sed his hopes for the kind of health service he 
would like to see. He emphasised the problems of 
exodus of doctors from Ghana and the failure the 
to come home of others who have qualified abroad. 
He was concerned about the financing of the health 
service and stated that he would like to see some 
rorm of contributory scheme, perhaps a prepaid 
one, established, to finance the health service of 
Ghana. He was also interested to hear the views and 
ideas of the profession on the question of pri vate 
practice. 

Deteriorating HeaJtb Scnices 

Professor C. O. Quarcooporne. the President, 
in a thought-provoking address. highlighted the 
grave concern of the GMA about the gross de­
terioration of health and medical facilities in Grana. 
Environmental sanitation and hygiene were bad; 
malnutrition was not uncommon. He appreciated 
that th e inadequacies of the practice of medicine 
.lnd the delivery of health care were all the by­
products of the parlous state of the economy. 
and that unlil it improved "most of our problems 
will be with us." Professor Quarcoopome gave 
some of the reasons for the brain drain and also 
emphaSised the need for a strong cadre of compe­
tent and adequate numbers of general practitioners 
to be the buh\ark of the health sen'ices. He re­
minded his listener" that to earn the respect and 
appreciation of society they had to gi, e a high 
quality of service to the country 
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There were other speakers like the Director of 
Medical Services who gave a brief resume of the 
organisational structure being proposed, the main 
plank of which was decentralisation and the need 
to increase the inputs at the primary health 
care level. The philosophy behind the new structure 
was given by Dr. Poku N imo and the mechanics 
of ordering drugs and equipment were explained 
by Mr. Botchway, Deputy Director of the Phar­
maceutical Services of the Ministry of Health of 
Ghana. It would appear from all the contributions 
that if the new service got off the ground we could 
get value for our money and the greater part of 
the whole population of Ghana would receive 
some health care, an aspiration denied them by 
the present health care service. 

Exodus of Medical Practitioners 

From other contributions particularly from the 
medical practit ioners it was quite evident that a ll 
the nice plans m ight flounder for want o f prac­
titioners to work them. The lure of the United 
States Dollar or the Deutchmark or the Sterli ng 
was hard to resist. But perhaps even more gall ing 
was the complete identity of interest and fusion 
of minds between the professionals and the arti­
sans and the unskilled labourers of Ghana. They 
have all been following the ANT - Agege Naira 
Trail. It is said to be unpatriotic but the pro­
fessionals are part of·the 10 mill ion magicians that 
a commentator from a friendly cou TItry says 
inhabi t Ghana. They would prefer to li ve decent 
Ji ves rather than resort to magic. 

Financing tbe Sen"ice 

The GMA felt that if the government that paid 
those in the Civil Service could not do more than 
it was doing, then, the doctors should be allowed 
after work to engage in private practice outside 
the hospitals. They also felt that it was ridicu lous 
that a patient would pay 50p for a co urse of 
treatment that costs the Government e'20.00 when 
the patient had not made any prepaid contri-

bution. The same went for the 50p a day 
paid for three main meals a day by -in-patients. 
It is estimated that it costs the Government about 
IC15.00 a day to keep a patient in any of the urban 
hospitals. The inference to be drawn from a ll 
these is quite clear. That the consumers must pay 
a decent sum either through a prepaid scheme 
or at the time of use. It may sound facetious but if 
is true that the rural folk (about 70 % of the popula­
tion) of this country wbo do not enjoy the bene­
fiu of scientific medicine do pay at the time to 
use to the traditional healer either in terms or hard 

earned cash and lor wh ite sheep or white fowl. 
Spi ritual healers get adequate remuneration "volun­
tarily" given by the grateful patients. These do­
nations are not by any means paltry. In any caSe 
people pay when they attend private practitioners. 

Thus from the point of view of social justice, 
the uSers of the health service must make a fair 
contribution either in a prepe.id contributory 
scheme or at the time of use. The message from 
G MA on the occasion of its 21 st Anniversary 
is that, first ly, the health service as we have 
known it is socia lly unjust as it benefits only 30 % 
of the people: and, secondly, the financing of it 
is hapapzard. It therefore called on the Govern­
ment and the people to establ ish a health service 
that they would be proud of and would improve 
and maintain the health of all its people by the 
year 2000. 

The Arts 
LOVE BREWED IN THE AFRICAN POT 

Review Article 
By 

Ebow Daniel. 

Love Brewed in the African Pot produced in 
colour by Film Africa was directed by Kwaw Ansah 
with Kofi Yirenkyi as Assistant Director. It fea­
tures Reginald, Tsiboe, Anima Misa l George Wil­
Son and Jumoke Debayo in the principal parts. 
The rilm was shot in Ghana in 1979 processed part­
ly in Bri tain and released early this year. It began 
showi ng in Accra in the third week of June. At 
CZ"20, the ticket is expensive but it does not Jack 
buyers. Cinema fans love to see feat ure films with 
with a local flavour. That was how Genesis Chapter 
X made it and COR tact before that. But Love Brewed 
in the African Pot should make it anyw here because 
it compares with rhe very best in entertainment. 

The Story 

Boy meets gi rl is a fami liar theme; parents don't 
approve is equally familiar. Love rides high for 
a lime at'ld predictably flounders leaving sad ness, 
even tragedy, in its traiL The better known eJa­
boration or the theme is perhaps Shakespeare's 
Rom~o and Juliet. It is the same theme choreogra­
phed for greater entertai nment in West Side Story. 
And now Kwaw Ansah: Joe Quansah and Aba 
Appiah meet and fall for each other against 
the objections of parents on both sides; djJferenccs 
in background do not au~ur well for a blissful 
marriage; the boy is only a fitter, his parests fish­
erfolk; the girl's parents are reasonably weU·off; 
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father owns a car in the Gold Coast of 1950! 
Besides, M r Appiah has ambitions of his own for 
her girl: she must move up on the social ladder: 
Counsellor Benson is a lready making enquiries 
on behalf of a lawyer-son. Me. Appiah naturally 
looks forward to a church wedding, a pipe organ 
in the background, champagne flowing, all of 
which was not to be, however, b-.::cause Aba marries 
10e and the weddi ng is a traditi onal affair. 
Aba does not want any cover ing up of Joe's 
social deficiences: he is a fitter rather than an 
automobile engineer; he is not accustomed to the 
use of cutlery but eating with the hand wi ll do 
just as well; they were to be pla in Joe and Aba, 
she supplementing her income from dressmak ing 
wh ich she learnt in Cape Coas t. The sign board 
put up by Joe to advertise his wife's ski lls as a 
dressmaker advertises his own lack of proper 
schooling as well : Modern reads moden and fashion 
is without the "j" .. Home is a one-room apart­
ment in a rather dingy part of town and meals 
consist of yam and kontomire ste\~ eaten from 
yaba. Dreary existence compared to what Aba 
had come from! loe is all too conscious of it, but 
Aba assures him she could not be happier and 
he tries to believe her. A baby is on the way (I.nd 
there is so much excitement. But Lawyer Benson 
would not leave Aba alone, pursuing her every­
where even to the market. Aba does not miss 
any opportun.ity for telling him off. On one of 
those occasions, Joe witnesses the scene; he can­
not read any telling·off in Aba's gesLUres which 
indeed from afar suggest something else altogether. 
He assumes the worSt: monkeys by sizt:s, after a ll. 
Drained of con.fidence Joe looses himself in a 
busy drinking place; Aba discovers him late at 
night, inVIting him to come home; he knock" her 
down in anger, accusing her of infidelity. 

Aba end~ up in hospital. the baby aborted, but 
she ret urns home uetermined to pick up from 
where they left otT on ly to learn Joe had left town 
with no intention of coming back . She had had 
nightmares since the prl.'gnancy . women with 
mask·like faces pursulI1g her, trying to separate 
her from Joe: she i~ III a pot being cooked; 
,,·arious other horror:> 3" "cll. The image" nem 
recur even whi le she is awake and 111 gre3h:·r in· 
tensity e::spcci~ lI y after being fJped by a man from 
whom sht: accepts a ride:: while runlllng a\\a) frl...)m 
another street encounter WIth La" yer Ben,,-",". 
The mind seems to hayc becl)me unhll1ged then. 
There is no cure, only the lo\cd one must be found 
is the advice from !l fetish. Joe is e\entually fuund 
practising hIS trade mile~ away from home and IS 
brought back but too tate, alas! Aba I" already a· 
patient at the asylum. 

Message 

Theatre fans in this country love theatre that 
leaves them with a message or moral and there is 
is plenty. HI told you so" is one possible inference. 
Mrs. A ppiah seems to represent some such posi­
tion , Parents know best after all. If a child insists 
on playing with a k.nife~ let go; the knife ·will take 
care of itself .. So it does: Aba comes to grief, the 
result of stubbornness. Yet another messZI.ge is per­
haps best expressed by the proverb which notes 
lhat teeth that are not good are still all one has 
has to lick. For the purpose of our story the pro­
verb translates as a warning against turning our 
back on our cultural heritage. seeing we have no 
other. Mr. Appiah would not show up at import· 
ant ceremonies in the larger family: he only sends 
money. The family is unimpressed; the money it 
returned. A Ghanaian audience knows withous 
being told in the film that Sooner or later the fa­
wily's displeasure will manifest itself in an action 
mhich Appiah's immediate family will not find 
amusing. 

The villains of this world are all to be found 
among the ranks of the high-placed in society; 
The Appiahs are of good social standing but they 
treat their daughter cruelly, not eschewing beating. 
by insisting that she marries a man of their pre­
ference rather than hers: eventually when they 
gIve m to the daughter. they cannot hide their 
contempt for the husband, instructing him on 
how to eat with cut lery, for example, even when 
he is their guest ! Lawyer BenS'On behaves immoral­
ly pursuing a married. girl; he is responsible for 
the ruin of Aba's marriage. The man who capes a 
distressed and not-too·well Aba is an Accountant 
and a member of that social class. Fishermen may 
be Simple fall. but they have a heart. The elder 
Quansahs do not like the marriage of Joe and Aba 
all) more than the Appiahs. but they, at least, are 
kind to their daughter·in-Iaw. They bring her 
foodstuffs and mother and daughter embr~ce 
a.ffectionately. " ' hen it becomes clear that the only 
cure for Aba's illness is the return of her hUSband, 
It IS elder Quansah who boards a "tro·tro" to go 
look.mg for him. The man whose daughter is ill 
does not do the running around even though he 
is the one that ha~ a car! But the class of which 
1\1r. Applah (and mCldentally K\\aw Ansah too!) 
I" a member IS not doomed yet. II may yet save 
Ihelr 35 long as it has among its ranks Aba and 
and her brother (Emmanuel Dadson) neither of 
whom is taken in by the glitter. Indeed, \-fr. Appiah 
takes a Significant step towards redemption when 
he begins to appreciate his 0\\ n culpability in the 
proceedings. 
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There is probably more to the film's message. 
A study in social attitudes to marriage may be 
intended, for instance: the elite and culturally 
alienated, represented by the Appiahs, seems . to 
regard marriage as a vehicle for social advance­
ment: the individuals are pawns to be shifted 
around to satisfy the objective of keeping the fa­
mily in the main stream of society: the insensivi ty 
of the Appiahs to their daughter 's marriage-pre­
ference at once b~comes explicable: or ordinary 
fo lk, on the other hand, mardage ought to have 
value in terms of mutual happiness for the indi­
viduals at the centre of it and the d,uty of fri ends 
and relations is to encourage young couples to 
find value in their marriage. The kindness and 
sympathy showered on Joe and Aba by the elder 
Quansahs also become explicable. The difference 
in attitude of the old (parents on both sides) and 
the young (Joe and Aba) to marriage is probably 
intended to hint at a gen.eration gap. Tbe wisdom 
of the o ld acquired from experience leads to the 
suggestion that people should marry their own 
kind : in contrast with which is the idealism of the 
young which encourages tr.em into adventure and 
experimentation. Disillusionment and tragedy are 
often the outcome of such adventures. 

General Impressions 

Discussions of tl)e technical details of production 
of which the writer knows nothing is not intended. 
This piece is meant only to convey impression 
of one consumer of the products of fi lm makers 
and a very satisfied consumer this time. The exer­
cise seeks to recount those elements which added 
to one's enjoyment of the film . A Jot 0f the scenes 
take place in the Appiah household, plausible 
enough surroundings, which so far have eluded 
idenfication. Aburi Garden is easy, however, so 
is the Ridge Hospital! the Mental Hospital too!! 
There are beautiful beach scenes that were shot 
at Senya Beraku, aPl'arentiy. (Some there are 
indeed who hold that the best comes from Senya 
Beraku!). There are girlS doing those intricate 
dances associated with the dipo custom, all essen­
tials bared (not quite, though); and there is 
familiar guitar in the background, Frank. erotie's 
touch, unmistakably! Apart from the main charac­
terS there are familiar indiv iduals including 
Frank Otchere (Uncle Frank Show), Enoch Betch­
way (Avenue 'A'), Sam Manu (GBC) Charles 
Bucknor (NA FTI); Emmanuel Dawon, Doris 
Kliwornu and that vivacious announcer @n GBC 
Television, Katherine Boaky¢-Danquah. Some 
we see only fleetingly but mere identification is 
pliaSllf.able enough. It is not considered lI1anly to 

weep at theatre. It is not honest either to deny the 
event. One did weep and if the director intended 
it, he s'uccceded! 

But it is not weepy all the way. There is nostal­
gia: Joe Quansah loves Aba 99i per centum, he 
tells Aba in a letter; Aba needs to add only t per 
centum to make their love perfect. Hilarious scenes 
too: for instance the Quansahs are prevailed upon 
by their son to call on the Appiahs to present 
drinks; they are not p<lrticularly welcome but not 
where the junior Appiah is concerned, however. 
He prompNy offers them seats and gives the custo­
mary drink of water . To show his displeasure, the 
Senior Appiah calls the boy to his bedroom and 
before either of them has a chance to say anything 
the boy is carrying ill both hand~ a head (his own 
of course!) nearly split open by a knock well-aimed, 
even if old-fashioned. In anotl"ler scene, my fa­
vo urite, Mr. Appiah , is sitt ing at table eating 
breakfast. Her daughter stands behind him, the 
wife sits next to him, neither eating, both waiting 
on bim ; now and then he would ask for sugar, jam, 
tea to be poured - rath er quintessen tial of the male 
chaU\'inist pig. Mr. A ppiah does all the things some 
of us would like to do in our homes but dare not! 

o tempora, 0 mores!! 

But Love Brewed in the African Pot is not without 
shortcomings. First of all the title is rather a mouth­
ful , although nobody's mouth hurts yet. And then 
there are incidents which do not particuJarIy heIp 
understandi ng of the story. There is Some measure 
of ana-:hrorusm for instance: Buses of the kind 
that feature in the fi lm were simply not operating 
in the country during the time-span of the film 
(1945-51?) When Mr. Appiah takes his family to 
the bus station to pick up Aba returning from 
school one member of the family, the boy of five 
is shown in cloth tied round the neck, which is not 
so much an anachronism as an unlikely costume 
for a member of the Appiah family! When we first 
see evidence of Aba's iJlness she is running on a 
deserted street, her parents in pursuit; suddenly 
she is intercepted by a couple of males who per­
suade Mr. Appiah her daughter's iJ.lness is not a 
matter for the hospital ; they know exactly what 
she needS; in the very next scene the party has 
arrived at a fetish shrine. Mr. Appiah is still weadng 
singlet over a pair of trousers; and as if they were 
expected a chicken immediately materialise!> for sJau· 
ghter and the divination is on. It's a.1l too hurried. 
For the sequence to be plausible, tbe fetish should 
be li ving next door to the Appiahs, which is rather 
unlikely. The traditional wedding tues place in a 
large par~; there ar<t too many peopJe in attendance 
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and the affair is altogether too elaborate to be true 
of aflyone's experience of such ceremonies. In real 
life all the characters in the film would be speak ing 
the vernacular, Fante for most of them. In the film, 
however, they speak English, but ooly fo r our bene­
fit. How could we understand the fiL-n, othenvise? 
or course, the characters are not of a homogenous 
baokground. 

The App:a'lS are well-educated ; Aba has been 
to "iecond \ry schooL On the other har~d, Joe did 
nN cClmpicte even elemenl:\ry school; his fisherfolk 
p:lrentS a~e illiterate. The differences in background 
~r~ aptl y reflected in the qualitative differences in 
the Engljs~ Ihat they speak. It's aU very well until 
we come to the ret ish priest (Sam Menu) who sud~ 
dcnly begins to s)cak Twi. Were the others 
su");,)oscti to be spe~king ferJ English then? And 
ho'.v dot:s aI'lYO:1C account for fishcrfolk of the Gold 
Coast of 1945 speaki:1g such good English? 

The Actors 

Love Brewed is lucky in the choice of actors 
WfO understand and have a feel for what the Direc· 
to r me2.,t to say. Reginald Tsibo~ (Joe Quansah), 
Anima Misa (Aba Appi,h), Gen'gc Wil,n, (Mr. 
Appiah) and Jumoke Debe.yo (Mrs Appiah). arc 
all professionally trained: the others hr>.d had SO"11e 
training as well. thanks to the drama progra;nmes 
of OBC Television, the Arts Council. the School 
of Perform ing A rts at Legon U'1d I I'e \'uriOU'i U"TlU­

teur groups that persist against all odd". Thanks 
ind ~('d to ['.11 tllese vnriNls efforts a cad"c of re-a­
sonuJly well· trained performers arc u'·:l.ilatJle in the 
cOUl1try for serious theat rc. Wc should be grateful 
also fo r the sheer courage of people like Kwaw 
Ans[l.h who in a'1 economy like ours can commit 
so much funds (<t2 million!) to as hnu.rdouc; an 
enterprise as film making. 

George Wilson play,-.. d his masterful role: from 
a sick bed, litcml ly! He would steal away from 
37 Military Hospital where he was ur.dergoing 
treatment of a rather p['.infui aihlent to do r\ part 
and steal b,v;k. into bed. Tt is ind:cd gratifying thai 
the film CQllCS out so well: otherwise the risks 
wo .lid h".\c becn in vain. But the biggest success 
of them all is perhaps Anima ~Ji,'\. a product (If 
the School of Perflxming Art~. Thi.;; writer has 
hr\u the r~re pri\ ikge of a continui 19 r\ssociatio[\ 
with the Schof'll of P~rf\.)rming Arts from incepti\.m. 
Of recent gr,1du3tes of thr.t Scho!..)1 ~liss t\lisa is 
outsta. (ding. commitment'\·ise at k a.<;t. She is of 
course different also in anotl'er sifnifi:ant sense. 
She had en('lugh 'A' Lc\-cls to have done a dcgn .. "C iil 

the Humanities. She chose to study drama in which 

at the time of her enrolment there \vas only a 
diploma programme. For many of the products 
of the School, drama is only a course which may 
be undertaken to earn promotion in the Education 
Service, for instance. Once the certiflcate is secured. 
the holder can hardly be distinguished from the 
rest of the community, even in terms of mere p2-
tron2.ge of theatre. Miss Mis? is not merely involved 
in the arts; she is a potential lea(lcr. Within the 
past nine months she has played the lead il"l. two 
of Athol Fugard's plays, namely, Bosman and Lcn. 
a'ld People are Living There, d irecting the latter 
which ran June 19 - 21 coinciding with the first 
public showing of Love Brewed. 

Releyance 

But in the flush of success Miss Misa sr,ould 
wC'I.tch it that she does not become the new spokes­
man of a phenomenom which looks progressive 
but is often rather negative. In the Ghanaian Times 
of 19th June she is reported as saying the Govern­
ment should ban the importation of filn\s from 
Western Europe or America because they lC'.ck 
relevance to the African situation; something to 
that effect. She has views also on champagne but 
that should not engage us here. It is not as if O:lC 

was particularly enamoured of \Vestern nIms, but 
where is the relevant substitute? Love Brewed ... 
has only just arrived and it's the only O:1C. Much 
that is not too good for the development of the 
arts often lurks behi!1d the apparent quest for relc­
V37\Ce. During SMC t. ot1e heard the Osihisa Band 
has contrihut'd IZ'ICO,OOO to·.vard, the building or a 
natio!1al theatre. Discus.c;iol to·.va"ds f1C building 
has stalled. appJ.rent ly. because there is no ~.rrce­
ment on the authentic design releva .. ,t to tl:e African 
situation. What is to beco:ne of the performing 
artS meanwhile? The fomler Accra Club. otherwise 
known as the Arts Centre. is hardly the ideal theatre 
for the African Arts but it will certainly do while 
we wait for the authentic! Most of the p~ople who 
appea.r in Love Brewed __ .. had their training from 
programmes which are piObably not particularly 
rclc:vant, but the experience gained from these acti­
vities is there for aU to see in the film. 
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