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Extracts from the Minutes of the Councils of War of 
Admiral Jan Dircxesen Lam. 

(st.Gen. Admiraliteits Zaken, 15) 

On this day the last day of March Ao 1625, 
Admiral Jan Dircxssen Lam cause1 the War & 
Ships Councillors to assemble in his pres~nce 
& have resolved as follows: 

CI 

-l\elat'es only to changes in appointments of Officers & N.C.Os 
on the ships.-

Actum in the ship flHollantsche Thuyn lying under the 
Island Wicht on the day>month & year as above. 

(signed) Jan Dircxssen Lam/ Jacob Sur~ont/ Eve~t Hendrickssen/ 
Hendrick Reinders/ Thielman Broen/ Christian 
Stulnig. 

On this day 'the 2nd April 1~25, Ao. 1625, 
Admiral Jan Dircxss9n Lam again caused the ships 
Council of the shipflNeptunus ll to assemble in his 
presence & have resolved as follows: 

That a s on the 26th March last we set sail from Plymouth 
with our three ships namely, "Hollant §S~g.~e, .• 'I;'JJ1J.Y.:n ~ "Orangie 

, Boom"of Doordrecht, and "Neptunus" 0( _ Ve~I, with a N.N. 
westerly wind in order to pursue our voyage to Brazil in 
accordance with the Hon. Lords'& Masters/order, coming out­
side into the ehannel we got the wind S.S. West with a hard 
storm, so that after we had conttnued to run round about until 
the 28th, wa were obliged to seek a good roadstead, which we 
did ac ~ordingly; but when we came before Plymouth and coursed 
to and fro, we could not (through the drizzling rain and gloomy 
weather) get sight of land and run in, and as the storm in­
creased and also because the T1Neptunus T1 was leak ing badly and 
was getting full of water we found good to let her run flvoor 
de Fock" and put in at Wicht (I .Wight) wher e ( pra ise God) we 
arrived safely un the 30th ult o and anchored (setten) under 
St Helena, where, for th~ consideration aforesaid, we found 
good and resolved, the more as t he wind a t present is S. to E. 
to have the ship T1Neptunus" prov ided for. That a lso we shall 
xrbti:xe immediately advise Adriaen Joor issen Bres Ski ~,per of the 
"Orangie Boom" (who W0 know ha s run into Plymout h) o f this our 
resolution so that he can expect our xxxixxX coming a t the 
first opportunity; but that we shall not come to anchor there 
but await him at sea with small sail~ according to which he 



· e to regulate himself. We fiud all the same thus 
~~l~e h~;oper according to the situation o~ affairs. and for 
th b t service of the Company. Actum In the ship 
"H\l:~tsche Thu'yn" being anchored (geseth) in the roads 
b~'~ CausCCawes ) unde r the Island Wicht, datum ut supra. 

e o(~igned) Jan Dircxssen Lam/ Wlm Cur:ingha~/ Evert 
Hendricksen/ Jacob Cornells sen J\Iloersoon/ 
Jacob Surmondt/ Pr Martens Houman/ 
Christian Stulnig. 

(N.B. There is a page mis sing 'here) 

On t his day the 12t h June Ao 1625,Admiraa 
Jan Dircxssen Lam ha s again caused to assemble 
in his presence the Hon. Councillors of the 
ships "Orangien Boomll of Docrdrecht and the 
"Ne pt unus ll of Veer , and have, in the presence 
and with the advice of the .Mates,resolved as 
follows: 

Whereas, at St Vinc.;:nt, we did not , as we presumed, hear of 
the fleets of the Hon. Messrs Boudewijn Hendricxssen and Andries 
Veron, but that they, according to the letters which we found 
there under a heap of stones, E~gxKkaH on the 11th April 
-being then at the height of 8~ degrees3 had set their course 
direct to Bahia with their 34 sail, all further ap pearing from 
the resolution dated the 17th May last taken thereon and the 
original signal codes thereof (seijnbrieven) are in the custody 
of the Admiral; wherefore we likewise resolved -as no water nor 
refreshments were to be obtained there and we had lain there from 
the 15th to the l7th- to raise anchors and to set sail the next 
day, setting our course S. to E~ E. and S.S.E. to about 5 to 6 
degrees south I)f the equinoctial line; but as on the 26th ditto 
at the height of . about six degrees to the North of the line caag,e 
southerly and S.S.weterly winds, mostly with calm, so that from 
the 26th ditto up t ill this date we found we had~ been driven 
a half ",degree northward. During ,this time Mr Cuningham, 
IT:p per "'actor and Commander of the ship "Neptunus~ had several 
t ~mes spoken to the Admiral and also himself come on board, 
reportingthe sickness and deaths of his crew and that the same 
were increa sing daily, but particularly complained that his 
caskage was unserviceable (niet en dochte) and he had suffered 
great leakage in wine and beer as w ~ll a s water, indeed that he 
ilautXEEX wa s not sup plied with three weeks water ~ in manner that 
three pipes of beer and one hogshead of wmne which he had had 
set aside fmx and taken care of for the sick, when he wished to 
broach them had found that they had entirely leaked out, and he 
was anxious about .... still furhter leakage; that there .... fore it 
would not be ~~dvisable to put in to the shoee and see whether 
we could put in a~_pierra Leona in order there to provide our-
selves with - refreshments and some water. Wherefore the ~ 
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Admiral had the afores&id Councillors summoned and earnestly 
related the circumstances how necessary it was (if wind and 
weather would SErve us) to cont inue_ 02:ll:29l§:ge tC?_ J1§.E_~~. ! the 
which Adriaen Joorissen Bres 7 Captn ~ skipper-of the SUlP 
"Orangien Boom"understanding, he of f ered to Mr Cuningham twenty 
"legge r s" (tarred water casks) of water;> being the third part 
of what he had 7 which Mr Cuningham would indeed have ac ce pt ed 
if his c askag e had been sufficient , but he protested that it 
was quite unservicable (gansch niet en dochte). The which 
the Admiral and the Council understanding t and also consider­
ing that v:e lilsewise al~rdy had some s ick 3' who also might in ­
crease dally through lack of refreshments, wherefore they have 
found good and r dsolved to make Sierra .I.Ieona, sHaste at eight 
degrees north of t he line, sett ing our course, at first E. to 
North until we see whether the currt nt will take us to the 
North or the South, ac cording to which we shall have to regu-
late ourselves. We fjnd all the same thus to be proper ac cord -
ing to the cirr'cumstances. Actum in the ship "Hoiblantsche Thuyn" 
on the day, month and year as above. -- . 

(signed) Jan Dircxssen Lam/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Wlm 
Cunningham/ Jacob Surmondt/ Evert Hendricxssen 
Croger/ Pr Martensen Houman/ Aernout Martenssen 
Crouger/ Christiaen Stulnig. 

On this day t he 15th June the Hon. Admira l Jan 
Dircxssen Lam caused to assemble in his presence 
the Councillors of the ships "Orangien Boom ll of 
Door drecht 7 and the "Neptunus" of Veer and have 
resolved as follows: 

As on the l2th7 when we guessed we were a bout sixty miles fro m 
the shore 7 we resolved t£....p.YLJ.!!!&..J3.t~~1&.<m.~ in order there 
to refresh ourselves and to provide ourselves with water -a s is 
to be seen from that resolution- on the 14th following in the 
morning we sighted land which was C~. MEXNK Monte ~ situate a t 
six degrees north of the line where we came to anchor on t he 
west side at midday , hoping to obtain some refreshment s amd 
water there and t h en at once to continue our voyage t o Bahia . 
Wherefore the Admiral and the Council at once - sent t he boat ' of 
bhe "Ne ptunus" thither , with some small trifle s :fEZ to the King ~ 
in order the better and the sooner to attain our end, neverthe­
less with the express order 7 in order to avoid a nd pr event all 
danger s and difficulties, to be on thei r guard and not t oo 
rashly to proce ed on shore , although we suf f ic iently understood 
fr om some who ha d been there that our nation ham good access t here. 
#hich W8SJO.g carried out ac cording l y, and coming on shore they 
heard of (vernamen) three Netherlanders who had tlriN lain there 
(ge l egen) for ove r two years in order to trade on beha l f o!/I the 

West Indi a Company or other priva t e merchants, who in f ormed our 
men that the Aing wa s not the re but would come within t wo or 
three days, but that nevertheles s lit tle refreshments for our 
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three ships were to be got ther; and it.was impossible for us to 
fetch water as the sea was runrung so h1gh an~ rough that our· 
beat had almost been upset on t~o occasions, 1n such m~nne~ 
thatPieter van KtJrsen,Sergeant III the 60mpany of Capta1n Pleter 
lllartens (who had been sent there because he could speak Portu­
~uese) could not or dare not come into the. boat again, but ~d 
to remain standing the re; although to day 1n the ear~y mornlJ?g 
the boat of the I1Neptunus ll went on shore again for h1m, but 1n­
stead of fetching him left also standing one Jan de Maecht, 
Assistant on the tlNeptunus" who wa s to hand over a letter on be­
half of k Cuningham, t o the Netherlanders in order in due course 
to sent it to the Me s srs Directors,. but Mr Cun~igham had warned 
the said Jan de Maecht to take care of ~mself (voor hem soude 
sien) and that he should try to get the letter fetched by some 
Blacks from the shore etc. The which the Admiral understanding~ 
he caused anchors to be raised and to set sail; intending to 
continue the voyage; but iiJlr Cuningham coming on board in the 
evening, produced and handed over to the Admiral a certain 
humble petition on b ehalf of all the officers, seamen and sol­
dmers of the "Neptunus ll and signedby the said officers, con­
taining that one should sympathise and have compas sion on :tia.Rm 
their poor condition, that they had many sick and were provided 
with little water and what the,y had was not servicable (niet en 
:rut dochte) but stank. which caused more si'ckness than health, in 
such manner that it was impossible for them to put to sea, that 
also their first skipper. Jacob Cornelissen Moersoon,and last 
Chief Mate, Salomon Cornelissen Bommer, had died, and the present 
skipper, Aernout Martenssen Crouger was very sickly and if he 
also came to die there would be no one c cmpetent to navigate the 
ship (door zee to brengen), whereby if they came to get separated 
from us they would come into the utmost extrem£C;of getting lost , 
that one ought not th~refore to sail from the coast in such a 
condition, but Eag~ should be mindful of such an important 
matter which so much concerned them and the Company, which they 
would seek to justify in return by their good service etc. ,all 
further appearing in their petition thereanent in the custody of 
the Admiral. The Admiral and the Council having gi~en attention 
to all which and to our owo necessities also, they have,after long 
preceding communication and ripe deliberation of counsel, found 
good and resolved to persist in th& resolution taken on the 12th 
instant, and ~ "put in at Sierra !1eona since and the more as they , 
conside~ there i~ no parttcular hindrance,.ijs the wind is daily 
s. & S.W. We flnd &c (as above)''''2nd Ap:bi:U.Actum in theshi p "Holl-
ansche Thuyn" being under sail ab~ut Cabo Monte"on day month & year 
~s above. (Sgnd) Jan Dircksen Lam/Adriaen J , oris sen Bres/ Wl m CQD­
mgham/Jacob Surmont/Eve lt fiendrlcxssen}Crouger/PrMartenssen Houman/ 
Aernout Martenssen/Christiaen Stulnig. 



1625. 

On this day the 15th July 1625 the non. Admiral 
Jan Dircxsen Lam caused the Hon. Councillors of the 
"Orangien Boom" of Doordrecht and "Neptunus" of Veer 
to assemble in his presence, and have resolved as 
follows: 

As in actordance with the last resolution dated the 24th June 
last, our ships were made ready according to all opportunity , 
provided with water, a sloop set up, and our men (so far as has 
been practicable) we have reasonably refreshed, is found good and 
resolved that we shall set sail next Friday the 18th instant. And 
although the cur rent is continually running round about (am) the 
north and the winds blow south and S.S. west, that nevertheless 
in the hope of continuing our voyage and in order to lose no time, 
we shall s eek to run out to sea about thirty miles outside the 
Bachas de St Anna~ setting the best course daily (wendende de 
besten bouch voor) and sae what God will grant us. And as our 
voyage (God better it) proceeds slowly, mingled with every ad­
versity, is therefore found good, in order to economise with 
meat and pork, that henceforth it shall be served not more than 
twice weekly, namely on Sundays and Thursdays, and stockfish 
four times a week; further, and as Andriessen Weijndertsen former 
Steward through bad attention to the stores (regard op't ruijm) 
and similar conduct was dismissed on the 4th instant, Thijs 
Hendricxsen is appointed in his place, and in his,Thijs's,place 
Gerrit Pieterssen Bosschieter is a p}:ointed Quartermaster, each 
receiv~ing such increase and halving (halferinghe) of wages as 
the Messrs Directors have ordatned and ordered in the general 
Ship's Articles (Artike.l brieff) Article xli, as shall appear in 
their accounts. We find all the same to be proper according to 
the situation of affairs and for the best service of the Company. 
Actum in th~ ship "Hollantsche Thuyn", being anchor ed (geseten) 
in the river of Sierra Leona, datam ut supra. 

(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Wlm Cuningham/ 
Jacob Surmondt/ Eve rt Hendricxsen Croger/ Pr Martenssen 
Houmon/ Christiaen Stulntg. 

On this day, the 28th July l625, the Hon.Admiral 
Jan Dircxssen Lam caused the Hon. Counc i llors of t he 
"Orangien Boom" of Doordrecht and "Neptunus" of Veer 
to assemble in his presence, and have resolved as 
follows: 

As we, with our three ships namely the "Hollantsche Thuyn" of 
Amsterdam, "Orangien Boom" of Doordrecht and "Neptunus" of Veer, 
set sail on the 20th instant, in the h(l)pes of continuing our 
voyage, in ding to run out to sea about thirty mil es outside 
the Bachas de Sanct Anna, in order then to set the best course 
daily, as we had resolved on the 15th; but on coming out t o sea 
we had daily encountered sou~ & S.S.westerly winds, ming l ed wit h 
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t drizzling rain, and gloomy weather, also that the curr~nts 
s orm~ning very strongly (om" the north, for, as wa now see . 
~~e ~ook of Sierra Leona S.E. to South of us, we find we have 
be:n driven seven miles to (om) the north. And as our ship 
"HoL:antsche Thuyn" (God better it) is very leaky il? such manner 
that in the space of 24 hours we have had!. to pump slxteen thou­
sand "steecken" which a pparently would increase daily -as the ship 
has not been provided for in twelve months and has been sheathed 
for four years- unles s this was prevented ~y all possib17 means; 
as also all the carpenters of our three ShlPS are very slck, as 
a lso we have many of our men, specially we and the "Neptunus~ 
lying in their hammocks with "roode loop" and high fever. So is 
it most necessarily found good and resolved to run in again and 
to provide for the ship there 1 for which we hope that Mons J ean 
Hoyvin, shipper of a s llRll ship named "La Fidelle" ,whom we have 
l eft the re , will be very helpful to us and will be able to accomo-
dat e us with his carpente r s and calke r s, We s hall, meantime , 
put up some tents on shore and bring our sick there in order, with 
God's help, to be cured. Withing which time we shall se ek to 
purify and cleanse the ships of the great stench and infe ctious air 
with which they are infected. That being done we shall lose no 
time, but profit by the first o pportunity a nd l!!i:weathe r arid wind, 
ac ~ording to which we shall regulate ourselves. We find all the 
same to be proper ac cording to the x±JmxKimIxIl'dJal::fDi:n circum­
stances of the time and for the best service of the Company. 
Actum in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn", under sail before Sie r r a 
Leona. Datum ut supra. 

(sgnd) Jan Dirxsen Lam/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Wlm Cuningham/ 
Jacob Surmont/ Evert Hendri cxsen Crog ~r/ Pr ~rten-
sen Houman/ Christiaen Stulnig. 

On this day , the 23rd August Ao 1625 , Admiral ~xm 
Jan Dircxsen Lam bas caused~ the Councillor s of the 
"Orangien Boom" of Doordrecht and the "Neptunus " of 
Ve er t o ass emble in his presence, and have, with 
the a dvis e of skippers and mates, resolved as 
follows : 

That wherea s our ship "Hollantsche Thuyn" and the other shi ps , 
so f a r a s it ha s been possible in the circumstances of the t ime , 
hadE be en provided f or , and the sick had reasonable recovered , 
t he Admiral dec lared to the Council how n ecessa ry it was that we 
should be of s ervice to (van doen wesen bij) the fl eets which are 
under t he comMand of the Honoura ble Messrs Boudewijn Hendricxsen 
and An dries Veron , in order -whether Bahia was ours or not- to 
be able to re solve u pon something with the others which could 
tend t o t he ~rm a nd injury of the Spania r d, our common enemy , 
and the pr of l.t of our Hon. Lor ds a n d llIia st ers, ,all in conformity 
~it h the s ecret i nstructions giv en to us to that end; that the re­
l or e no t i me ought to b e lost but tha t we ought to proceed on oun 
voyage by the f ir st o ppo rtunity i n hope~ of getting a good wind 
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10 
and sea. ~all which the Council having paid attention, 
it has resolved, after previous advice of skippers & mates, 
that on Sunday next, being the 28th instant, we shall set sail 
and seek to run into the open sea at 70 to 80 miles, even 
though we could only keep west-north-west. And as the ship 
"Neptunus ll is very badly provided with caskage and has not 
two months water, and we do not know how it might be KkK 
situated at Bahia, also that our ships, through the long dura­
tion of time might have departed from the coast of Brazil in 
order to carry ~ut some other exploit, it is found good that 
Adriaen Joorissen Bres, captain & skipper of the ship "Holl­
antsche Boom" shall hand over to the said "Neptunus"one cask 
of Spanish and one cask of wormwood (alsem) wine. Finally 
and lastly is also resolved that as Salomom Cornelissen 
Bommer and Cornelis Adriaenssen Praet, late chief- and under 
mate on the "Neptunus", have both slept in the Lord, where-
fore it is devoid of mates, that therefore Pieter ~ieterssen 
Croon, under-mate on the ship "Holl<mtsche Thuyn" shall go over 
to the "Neptunus tl as Upper-mate, and that Hermen Hermanssen 
Quarter~ster shall take the ~ExKxmf place of Cornelis Adriaen­
ssen Praat as und~r-mate, provided that Pieter Fieterssen Croon¢ 
shall receive~the 1st upper-mate Aernout Martenssen's pay and 
Herman Hermanssen the pay of the 1st under-mate Solomon Corn­
elissen Bommert, of which on either side they shall ~N~ 
receive the half in qualitiy aforesaid. All in conformity 
with the xli article of the general ships articles. We find 
all the same thus to be proper ac cording to the situation of 
affairs for the best serville of the Company. Acturn in the 
ship "Holllant sche ~ Thuyntl, lying in the roads in the river of 
Sierra Leona, datum ut supra. 

(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Wlm 
Cunninham/ Jacob Surmont/ Evert Hendricxsen Croger/ 
Arnout Martenssen Croger/ Pr Martenssen Houwman/ 
Christ iaen st ulniger. 

Saturday the 13th September Ao 1625, the 
General Lam, Admiral Veron , and the Secret Coun­
cillors have resolved as follows: 

i!lu:a~~Ux~:i.Dnix«mci:~xk.l!Ig.JU.Kx.i::a::str: 
xbxtO!:v:xjxaxXJll"fxi-mxrxx~padX» 

As Admiral lndries Veron , with twelve ships arrived here in 
the river of Sierra Leona , on the 26th August last, all, except 
the "Hope" being ships of the second equippage, with which , in 
the absence of the General Lam,he intended to sail to the 
South, in order, as much as was practicable, to execute and 
fulfil the order and secret instruction which the Messrs Dir­
ectors have been pleased t a give us to that end; everywhere 
doing the enemy as much injury as should indeed be pos[3ible, 
and to see to redressing the .t.. damage which our lion Lords 
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._ d Ma :ters (God better it) have suffered by the loss of st 
Sn 1 dS>r which on the ].st May, IImet appoinctment 11, went over 
i \ V\~e'hands of the enemy, after (as they could understand 
f n 0 '-11 captured portuguese) that they had lain before it for 

:om :eks But they had so great mortality and sickness both 
:~~n; the 'seamen and soldiers and could not turn to anything 
(tot geen wenden conden comen) they resolved, in order to refresh 
themselves, to put in to Sierra Leona, where they found General 
Lam with three ships lying; being now ,:-ltogether ~5 yachts and 
ships in numb er, well ~ounted and p:ovlded with v7ctuals, ammu­
nition of war and soldlers, with WhlCh (God pleaslng) we could 
do something noteworthy to the injury of the Spaniard our common 
enemy and the profit of our Hon. Lords & Masters. So is it that 
the General and the Council, having well reflected upon and 
pondered our order and secret instruction, after long preceding 
communication and ripe deliberation of counsel, have found good 
and resolved that when we set sail from here, which is decided 
shall be the 17th instant, tmxt we shall sail to the Coast of 
GUINEA in order there with manly courage and intrepidity to 
attack the Castle DE MINA, seeking, with God's help, to make our­
selves masters of it7 and endeavour, if it is practicable, to 
repair the former damage with new conquests, so that our voyages 
DB make good the expenses incurred and the Company may increase 
in equippage. And so that all this may be done well and orderly , 
and our attempts (aenslagen) may not become noised abroad (lmid­
ruchtlgh) also that the enemy may not obtain any knowledge of it, 
so is it also found good t hat when we s et sail from here the yacht > 

"Postpaert", which is one of the fastestQsailing, shall, without 
looking out or waiting for uS y sail direct to the Coast of GUINEA 
with letters to the General Adriaen Jacobsen, in which we shall 
advise him of our coming and intention so that he shall regulate 
himself accordingly, and shall keep our ships,which are there, 
together, which otherwise, through ignorance and fear of such an 
unexpected fleet, might run away from the coast, etc. Also , as 
we are badly provided with candles, the ships shall sail in fours 
(soo sullen dese vier schepen ve r volgende 't vier voeren ); first 
shall sail from here the General, afterwa~ds Admiral Veron~ then 
the Vice-Admiral and then the rear-Admiral, and so always round 
about (rontsomme5 and ac cor dingly until we shall have come to the 
coast, with God's help. But before we s~t sail, Crouger, skipper 
of. the ~hip "Rollant sche Thuyn tl sha l l diHfver a cable to the 
shlp Tl Mlddelburgh". Sailing from here w y shall put out to sea 
for 2 5-30 miles, eve r y day setting the bes~ course, and then also 
shall be issued to each man eight "mutsgens" wat er daily as 
ration. Further is found good that JWir An~hony del Cours, at 
present sailing on t he ship "Hooptl as Upper: factor, shall go over 
to the ship "Doordrecht" in order ther e to \set better order in 
t he k~ eping of books than has been done hitberto; further that 
Hendrlck lbItJrlJll Anthonisen Quartermaster on I the ship "Mid l elburghtl 
Shal~ take the pla ce of the deceased under-'Vate, Adriaen Bancker , 
pro~lded that he shall receive therefor such improvement i n pa y 
a s l S sta ted in the xli st article of the Ge'neral Ships Articles , 
his pay commencing on the 24th August when he commenced to do the 
duties . Finally and lastly . Admiral Veron ~s notified and 
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and info~'med the General and Council that Mr Director Boudewijn 
Hendricksen, on his departure, recommended to him that if he 
heard of (vernam) any ships of the third equippage that they 
should be sent to his Honour, an4 seeing that there are two ships 
of the third equippage here]O namely "6rangien Boom" of Doordrecht 
and "Neptunus" of Veer, he dischcirged himself of the order, but 
gave it to the considerati>on of t;he General and Council whether it 
would be advisable to send them or to keep ;thel1Ut~ith us. Upon 
which having well reflected and d.onsidered~~~ve unanimously 
found good and resolved to keep ~he ships with us in any event, as 
it is uncertain where they would inow find the Director, and if they 
missed him or came too~ate they would run into great danger, and 
probablf would have to return to the Fatherland without effecting 
any thin ; that therefore it is m~re advisable that they remain 
with us in oreer the more assure~Qy and better, with greater and 
more considerable force to be abl~ to execute something good for 
the profit of our Hon. Lords and ¥asters. ~ We find all the 
same thus to be proper according yO the situation of affairs for 
the best service of the Company. i Actum in our assembly in the 
ship "Hollantsche Thuyn" lying in \the roads in the rJver of 
Sierra teona, datum ut supra. 

(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Andries Veron/ Jan Gersen van Dijck/ 
Hill.ebrant Janssen/ Jacob 'Surmont/ Evert HendriCKsen 
Croger/ / Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Pr Claessen Dolfijn/ 
Wljntgen Janssen/ Christiaen Stulnig. 

Thursday the 9th October Ao 1625, General Lam, 
Admiral Veron and the Hon. Secret CounCillors, have, 
with the advice of Skippers & ~tes, resolved as 
follows: 

That as by previous resolution dated the 13th September last we 
have resolved and decided to put in at the Castle de MINA and to 
see if we can, with Divine help, make ourselves masters of it for 
the service of the Company, as is to be seen by the same; and as 
we are now on the Grain Coast at the height of about five degrees 
thirty minutes, and that the currents are running very strongly 
"am de Oost" (sic) and therefore, with drizzly rain or gloomy 
weather, might easily be driven well below de Mina, in which case 
we should have great trouble in luffing up again, within which 
time the enemy w~~~ might also get information of our 
attempt (aenslagB1f) against which they would then make- provision 
either by reinforcing himself, secure his goods, flee, or other­
wise, as they should think proper according to the situation of 
af~airs, which in any event (if it is possible) ought to be avert­
ed: So is it that General Lam, Admiral Veron, and the CounCil, 
in order to prevent and forestal the same, having heard and under­
stood the ad~ice of Skippers and Mates, have found good and re­
solved to sail before COM~.!ENDA , where 'He shall seek to land our 
soldiers, which is judged to be the most convenient , of whi c h we 
shall immediately advise the General Adiiaens Jacobsen by t he 
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acht IIZeepaert" so that H~s Honour, against t~e c~mject1;lred time, 
y. ht transport himself t hl.ther (if he shall fl.nd lt advlsable) 
m:-~h the force he might have there with him, in order that we might 
~l. ther decide upon something which the service of our hon • .Lords 

ogeMasters' profit requires. And. as four of our principal ships 
and ely "Haerlem" "Middelburgh", I! Doordrecht" , and I! Swart e Leeuw" , 
~~mthe" night of the 4th inst have got separated from us .. it is there­
fore dound good that the yacht "Arnemuijden" shall proceed as quickly 
as possible to Commenda and seek to warn those ships,. if they come 
there and to inform them cif this our resolution and that we shall 
also 'God pleas~ing, come to anchor there, and they will then have to 
reguiate themselves accordingly. We find all the same so to be 
proper for the best service of the Company. Actum in the ship the 

"Hoihlantsche Thuyn" datum at supra. 
(sgnfi) Jan Dircksen Lam/ Andries Veron/ Jacob Surmondt/ Evert 

Hendricxsen/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Pieter Claesen 
Dolfijn/ Wijntgen Janssen/ Wijbrant Heres/ Christiaen 
Stulnig. 

Tuesday the 21st October 1625, on the summons 
of General Lam, the Secret. Peace and War Councillors 
assembled and have resolved as follows: 

As we are to-day, with our nine sail, before C5MMANIJ, where we • 
also find our fouri ships which on the 4th instant got se parated from 
us, and which have already lain here for five days and awaited oub 
coming, from whom we understand that the "Zeepaertl! is lying before 
MOREE, but that the "Postpaert" with the advices had not yet been 
there; that also the General Arent Jacobssen van Amersfoort, with 
whose advice we intended to attack the Castle de MINA in accordance 
with our secret instruction (as we had advised His Honour by t wo 
expresses, the aforesaid I!Post-1! and I!Zeepaert") had departed to 
ACRAA, but was expected within three or four days. And being anxious 
that his coming might well extend longer,. and therefore would give 
the enemy time to reinforce EimxeT~ themselves , so is it found good 
and resolved that, in order to » lose no further time , we shall seek 
to to ~and our men to-morrow in order , with Divine hel p to carry into 
executlon our intention to put into (aandoen) the Castle de MINA, 
-to Whom W8 pray He will grant His grac .i.ous blessing the r etoT in 
order t~t the Company's damage may be redressed ~tc. And so that 
ev~rything may be done orderly and each one, both soldier and 
sallor, may know under whom he belongs and accQrding to which he 
will have to regulate himself, so shall the army and troops be 
commanded and Xea« led in manner follo wing: The AMEXNR Van , Main~t 
and Rea~ Guards shall each consist in four ,Companiest,tthree Companies 
of soldlers and one Company of sailors. The aax Van guard shall 
be commanded by Captn Jacob Surmondt, to whose Company shall be 
attached Ca ptn Pannecoeck, Lieut Voet and Skipper Evert Hendricxsen 
Crouger. The Main Guard by Captn Pieter Martenssen Houman, under 
whom ahall be attached CaptnsJan Baptista Genber van Bassevelde, 
Salomon Boshuijsen and the Rear-Admiral Hillebrandt Janssen. And 
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the rear guard shall be le d & commanded by Captn Dirck Weijmbach, 
under whor shall be attached the Captns Hendric~EN Lambrechtsen 
Valck, Jacob Pompen {.Q8I1fJ~· 3.nd skipper Wijbranlt Heeres. Further 
shall Jan Quirijnen, skipper of the "Speramunde" of Doordrecht 
command a Company of Sailors, who whall betake himsel~ to the place 
where he shall be ordered by the Commander-in-chiefl (Vettoverste). 
Artillery Master ! Com;~ssary of War shall be Skipper Hans Campen, 
to whom shall be attached skipper Jan Janssen Knijft, and Cornelis 
Gerritsen, Chief Boatswain on the ship "Neptunus". OversC/3r & 
Commander of the boats, skipper Adriaen Bollaert. Captain of the 

b "Pevijeniers" Ingenieur & "Geweldighe" shall be Lieutenant Hans 
Phili:gsen Grijffh. Commissaries of the victuals, Messrs Willem 
Cuningham & Anthonij del Court, Upper-factors. Finally and 
lastly is corrunissioned over thls entire army as General Commander­
in-Chief, the Hon. Valiant Admiral Andries t Veron, as His Honour 
is considered ca;able for the same service. We find all the same 
so to be proper ac (;ording to the situation of affairs for the best 
service of the Company. Actum in the ship "Hollantlsche Thuyn" 
datum ut 5U~a. 

(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Jan Gersen van Dijk/ Hillebrandt 
Hanssen/ Evert Hendricxsen Croger/ Adriaen Joorissen 
Bres/ Pieter Claesen Dolfijn/ Wyntgen Janssen/ Wlm 
Cuningham// The mark of X Hen: Lambertsen Valck/ 
Hans Campen/ Jan Krijnen/ Jan Knijft/ Adriaen Bollaert/ 
Marten Pietersen/ Christiaen Stulnig. 

Thursday the 23rd the General caused the Secret 
Councillors again to assemble, and they have re­
solved as follows: 

That as y~~ in actordance with the previous resolution, 
we began to land, and understood from the inhabitants of COMr!&NIJ 
there was no water on the way and quite three long miles to march{ 
that also the King of GREAT CO~lMANIJ, whose frlends (so they said) 
we were, would take it amiss if we land without his knowledge, and 
if we attempted anything against the Portuguese,could be of ass is ­
tance to us, if we would inform him of it,or would come; like as 
also many who had been there af fi rmed: we found good and resolved , 
as the day was advanced and the sea was getting u p v ery much, to 
proce0d on board again, and that one should resume t he same the 
next day, which we should advise the ~iends and counc i llor s of our 
Fort Nassouw, and request that they would send us a guide or man 
who was acquainted with this coast and woulj be able to show us the 
way; the which also was done and we accordingly sent the yacht 
"Zeepaert n thither that evening, which also returned to-day wit h 
letters signed by Messrs P.van Oostende, Samuel des Champ, H.van 
ROijen, Jacob van der Goes, Floris Heres~ Outgert, Barent sen 
Bernardt Olfertsen, Heijn Claesen , and Gerrit Cornelissen, by which 
they requested that we would await the coming of the General Arent 
Jacobsen (who had much influence with the Kings of corvrJiANLJ and 
FErOU) or at least wait for them , and not l and but remain lying 
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· tl asserting that they would not delay in it; and as we ]QJlIJI! , 

qUl.e Y\hem from afar with tbree sail, and coming to us we 
no~ sa~ od that the General aforesaid was expected that evening 
un ~r: ~rrow at latest., we resolved to "surceren" the expedition 
O\i~ ~iS Honour's arrival» and then,. with His Honour's advice 
~ resolve further, whic~, in any event, we find thu7 to be . 
proper for the best servlce of the Company. Acturn 1n the Sh1P 
"Hollant sche Thuyn", dat urn ut supra. 

(sgnd) Jan Dircksen Lam/ Jan Gersen van Dijck/ Hillebrandt 
Jansen/ Evert Hendricxsen/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ 
Pieter Claesen Dolfijn/ Wijntgen Janssen/ Jacob . 
Pompen/ Wlm Cuningham/ The mark of Hendrick X Lambertsen 
Valck/ Hans Campen/ Jan Krijnen/ J. Knijft/ Adriaen 
Bollaert/ Marten Pieterst::m/ Christiaen Stulnig. 

Friday the 24th October Ao.1625, was again, with 
the advice of the General Arent Jacobsen and His 
Honour's Council with him, resolved as follows: 

That as the General Arent Jacobsen van Amersfoort, with two 
ships, the "Fortuijn" of MidJelburch and tlMauritius" of Amster­
dam, came to anchor by us here in the roads before CONGlANIJ, 
and came on board the General Lam, accompanied by some of his 
Council, closely enquiring into our force and situation, and 
asking how and in what manner we had resolved to land, the which 
he was informed at length, and that if he had not come nevertheless 
we shaulL have pDDce8ded with the exploit:l and that also all 
arrangement s had been made, the tDoopS distributed and the chief 
coramand had been given to Admiral Veron in His Honour(s absence; 
the which His Honour praised and approved in everything, saying 
he was very glad he had come in time and that he hi'-11self with a 
~ompany he had with him would march in advance or along with 
Admiral Veron, and would seek, with t he others, to procure the 
bast service of ~ our Han Lords and Masters without any jealousy. 
So is it' that the Han. Generals andthe Council have found good 
and resolved that we shall land to-morrow, and that four of our 
ships, namely nHaerlem", "Speramunde", "Orangien Boom", and 
"Omlandia" shall go and lie close under the Castle de MINA, and 
the yachts "Toijevaertgen", "Armuijden", and "Zeepaert" direct 
before the village where the General Arent Jacobsen understands 
tbe enemy has thrown up a small battery wit~ t~uns, where 
the ships a~d yachts having come they shall~~ee~,to harass 
the e~emy w1th firing, or give them so much 'Eo do tnat .thE our 
men w1ll be able all the more easily Va "waernemen"their 
"avantagfe". It is ;')'150 resolved that our E.g large chaloup 
shall be provided withW water, spades, shovels, mattocks, and 
other necessities ~ which s~all sail close along the shore, so that 
if anything of the sort is required one will be able to supply 
the army the more conveniently. We find all the same so to be 
proper ac c~.rding to the EX situation of affairs for the best 
service of the Company. Actum in the ship "Hollantsc~e Tlhuyn" 
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lying in th,.J roads about Commanij, before TERRA POQUENA, datum 
ut supra. 

(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Arent Jacobsen van Amersfoort/ Jan 
Gerser van Dijck/ P. van Oostende/ Hillebrant Janssem / 
Franchois van Lunenburgh/ Heijndrick van Roijen// 
Bernard Alfer~sen/ Jacob van der Goes/ Evert Hendricxsen/ 
Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Piete r Claessen Dolfijn/ Wijntgen 
Janssen/ Christiaen Stulnig. 

Tuesday the 4th November Ao 1625 General Lam has 
caused the Secret Councillors to assemble, and have 
resolved as follows: 

That as on the 25th October last, in the defeat which (God bet~er xx 
it) we have had against those of de MINA,were killed, among others, 

the Admiral Veron and Captn Jacob Surmondt~ both Secret Coun­
cillors, as also Skipper Wijbrandt Herres,having sailed on the 
ship "Omlandia" ,and Piete r Jacobseen Hogerwal late skipper on 
on t~e ship "Swaerte Leauw", so that the. aforesaid places are at 
pres,pt vacant, which cught to be supplied and held again by com­
petent persons, and especially those of th8 Secret Coun~l, as the 
Han. Lords and Ma3ters expressly order and charge us in~eighth 
Article of the Peace Council's Instruction, in no matters to 
discuss and conclude anything so long as no others have been 
chosen in the places of those died or dismissed; so is it that the 
General & the Council having given attention to the sufficiency 
and competence of persons, have found good and resolved that 
Christiaen Stulnig,Fiscal & Secretary, being alBeady in the 
Secret Council, shall take the place of Surmondt on behalf of the 
Gentlemen of Amst erdam, and Mr Willem Cuningham, Upper Factor 
on th~ ship "Neptunus ll , on behalf of the Gentlemen of Zeelandt; 
as also that Jan Janssen Knijff .• Skipper on the yacht "Zeepaert" 
shall also appear in this CounCil, and also shall go over as 
Skipper on the "Swaerte Leeuw" in place of the deceased Pieter 
Jacobsen Hoochwal, and that Wijntgen Janssen, Skipper of the 
"Engel Gabriel" 3hall take the place of Wijbrandt He~es deceased 
on the ship "Omlandia". Further is, for a certian considera­
tion, allowed and agreed that Hillebrandt Janssen, Rear-Admiral 
of the ship "Middelburgh", shall go over to the "Hoop" with 
which he sailed out, whert he shall wr'bst the flag on t he miz :&en 
mast (besaens stenger), and Skipper ~ns Campen again on the 
ship "Middelburgh". We find all the same thus to be pro per for 
the best eervice of the Company. Actum in our Assembly i n the 
ship "Hoolantsche Thuyn", Datum ut supra. 

(sgnd) Jan Dircksen Lam/ J an Gerser van Dijck) Hillebrant 
Janssen/ Evert Hendricxsen Croger/ Adriaen Joor issen 
Bres/ Bymyn Pieter Clae sen Dolfijni Wijntg en Jan ssen/ 
Christiaen Stulnig. 
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Tuesday the 4th November 1625, Generals Lam 
and Arent Jacobsen, together with the Hon. 
Messrs Peace, Secret, a nd War Councillors of the 
Fort Nassouw and of our Fleet, have resolved as 
follows: 

That a lthough on the 25th October last (God better it) "ah we have 
had a great defeat against those of de MINA, in which ~e have lost 
over four hundred and forty men, whereby we are so weaKened and 
afflicted that we should not be able to land , or with very great 
diftI'iculty, unless we could obtain the friendships of the King s 
of GREAT COWlANNIJ, FETOU, and SABOU 1 who, next to God, are the 
only causes of the safet y or spoiling of de MINA!O as it must be 
fed and victualled da ily by them, So is it found good and resolved 
by the Hon. Generil!ls and the Council that, on the earnest request 
of the King of GREAT COMMANIJ, to morrow we shall go and lie with 
all t>ur ships clg§§k~ser the Fort and village of de MINA, in order 
by cannonading tolarive away the inhabitant s whom he then (so he 
promises) with his men in the bush will "waernemen and slaen"; 
whe r eby (so he says) he will show he wishes to confirm his pre-
viously made promises, etc. That furhher General Arent Jacobsen 
shall to-day sail with the ship "Fortuyn" to MOREE in order there : 
by some De puties, with promises or presents, they shall see if they 
can draw the Kings of FETOU and SABOU t o our side and to incite 
them against the Portuguese,so that all our attempts (aenslagen) 
may fallout to t he magnifying of God's Holy Name, the service of 
the Fatherland, the prof it of our Hon. Lords a n d Masters, and the 
honour of us all; praying God that he will grant His gracious 
ble ssing hereto. We find all chs same so to be proper ac cord ing 
to th~ .;:;ituation o f a ffairs a n u for the bt!st service of the 
Company. Actum in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn", datum up supra. 

(sgnd ) Jan Dircxsen Lam( tArent Jacobsen van Amersfoort/ 
~ Jan Gel'S en van Dijck/ P. van Oost ende/ Hil l ebrandt 

Janssen/ Francois van Lunenburgh! Heindrick van Roijen/ 
Bernard 01fertsen/f Jacob van der Goes/ Evert Hendric­
~sen/ Adriaen- Joorissen Bres/ Pieter Claessen Dolfijn/ 
Wm Cuningham/ Wijntgen Janssen Knijft/ Christiaen 
Stulnig. 

Frida~ the 7th November 1625 , General Lam 
has caused the Secret , Peace, and War Councillors 
again to a s semble, a nd have resolved a s follows: 

~hat as,.in accordance with the previous resolution, since the 
~th l.nst unt1.l to-day, we have, at the request of the King of 
Gr eat COMMANIJ, lain here close under the Fort and the village of 
de MINA Violently cannonading the same in the hopes that he would 
fulfil hi s promises , relat ed in the previous resolution and as 
nev er t he l ess we have heard neither of him nor of anyone ' ~n his ' 
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behalf, it is found good & resolved that as we can do litt le or 
nothing against the Fort by that means, but on the contrary we 
ourselves continuously suffer great damage, to-night or tomorrow 
before daybreak we shall, wit hit he land breeze, draw off and go 
and lie just beyond range, awaiting the arrival or further advice 
of the General Arent Jacobssen van Amersfoort and his Council, 
according to which we shall then have to regulate ourselves. 
Actum in our assembly in the ship "Hollant sche Thuyn ", datum ut 
supra. 

(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Jan Gersen van Dijck/ Hlllebrant 
Janssen/ Evert Hendricxsen Croger/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ 
Pleter Claessen Dolpbijn/ t Wlm Cuningham/ Wljntgen 
Janssen/ J. Knijft/ Jan Krijnen/ Hans Campen/ Aernout 
Martenssen Croger/ Adriaen Bollaert/ Marten Pieterssen/ 
Christiaen Stulnig/ 1625. 

Friday the 14th November 1625, on the summons of 
General Lam lt the Secret £mumi:i: and Peace Council 
has assembled and~ on the letters from the General 
Arent Jacobssen, have resolved as follows: 

Whereas the Portuguese have ent ered into agreement with the 
King of FETUY, who have (so W0 understand) given him more than 
seven pounds (ponden) gold in order not only that 1o.:exslmNi:lli:XlrnIDf: 
timUI his people should continue i n the selling of foodstuffs to 
those of de MINA but, what is more, that they should act (haer­
tegens formeren) as open friends and secret enemies, like as they 
also have sought to carry out, a s when we have violently cannon­
aded the Castle de MINA on the 5th, 6th and 7th instant, at which 
time he sent his people into the Portuguese service, thinking that 
through the heavy firing we h~ resolved to land a second time; but 
not seeing this, they departed again and he has EBNK summoned our 
envoys to him, who coming to him he made geKt great but f~lse and 
feigned promises that he wished to avenge himself over the Portu­
guese who had been very troublesome to him and his predecessors; 
that one ought the .efore to give him large presents and also 
fully trust him etc. But as we are a ssured that the said King 
when he was speaking to our envoys at night ,~ had caused the • 
Portuguese, who had brought him the aforementioned gold , to be 
secretly conce aled in his house in order that they might recipro­
cally listen to that which was agreed upon; as is to be seen from 
from the same letters from the General Arent Jacobssen, the one 
dated the 11th and th othe l" the 12th instant, in the eustodpt 
of General Lam, to which we refer. Wherefore he also advises 
and counsils us , the more so and since the Portuguese have re­
inforced the Hill St Jago and the Blacks are not to be trusted } 
that we should come dovm with our fleet and lie before MOREE} 
where we might resolve upon something togf...-ther which might be able 
to tend to the profit of our Hon Lords and lAasters and the pro­
gress of our IX» voyage. All which the General and the Council 
J.::aving considered and 1imd ..ll'stood, have found good and resolved 
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that to-day we shall raise anchor and sail before MOREE. 
It . s also resolved that, as all the officers and men, botp 
sea~en and soldiers of the ship "Engel Gabriel" have on 
arious oc ca sions verbally and now lastly by petition 

~omplained about the insufficiency, unsuitablitity and leaky 
condition of the ship and that it is impossible to bring it 
out to sea, and that. if prevision is l!0t made ab0l:lt it betimes, 
soone r or later (schler ofte morgen) lt would entlrely get lost 
(om de hals raecken) etc, Vice-Admiral Jan van Dijck, tlear­
Admiral Hil ebrandt Janssen, and Wijntgem$ Jansen, together 
with some carpenters, shall examine the same to-day, making 
due report of their examination, to which the General and the 
Council shall give attention and then dispose as the best 
service of the Company shall require. And iince we still have 
a long voyage before us, is also found good, in order to econo­
mise food and drink, that henceforth in the wMle fleet shall 
be served, meat 3:1UI or pOljk twice a week, "pot spij se"twice 
daily, and stock fish fouqtime a week. We find all the same 
so to be proper for the best service of the L:ompany. Actum 
in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn", anchored (geseth) before the 

n Castle de MINA, datum ut supra. 
~ (sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Jan Gersen van Dijck/ Hillebrant 

J anssen/ Evert Hendricxssen Crager/ adriaen Joori­
ssenX Bres/ Pieter Claess~n Dolfijn/ Wlm Cuningham/ 
Wijntgen Janssen/ J.Knijft// Jan Krijnen/ Hans 
Campen/ Aernout Martenssen Croger/ Adriaen Bollaert/ 
Marten Pieterssen/ Christiaen Stulnig. 

Saturday the 15th November 1625, General 
Lam & t he Secret Councillor s, upon t he J!~port 
of the Vice~dmiral and the further Commissnrs, 
resolved a s follows' 

-The ship "Engel Gabriel" being reDOrted by the Commrs to be 
unfit to complete the voyage it was ;esolved that it be hauled 
~~EtlG-'V.a(l!tl.lgjla:dsx.tr.ak:.mx&IIlIXxl!!:fxijq"X1rJl[tixrli:xDDexDl«},u;[xx , 
on shore here " a ll the goods taken out of it, and all the anchors, 
c?rda~e, sails, Victuals, ammunition of war and appurtenances 
dlstrlbuted amongst the fleet a s required" upon receipt. Commrs 
appointed to carry this out.'" Actum in the ship "Hollant sche 
ThUYD(". at present lying before MOREE, datum ut supra. 

Slgned by J Dircxsen Lam & nine others. 

Monday the 24th November 1625, General 
Lam & the Secret ~ Peace Councillors have 
resolved as follows: 

As we have lain here before MOREE with our fleet of thirteen 
ships from the 14th until this date in the hope that General 
A:ent Jacobsen van Amers~oort would be able to arrange something 
wlth the Kings of FI1'TUY & GREAT COMMANIJ to the injury of those 
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of de MINA and the profit of our Hon. Lords and Masters~ in which 
we might be of use and be employed, but as we find not otherwise 
(as His Honour himself relates to us) that the said discussion 
is but coaxings and an appearance of friendship tending to the loss 
of time and the Company's injury as their words and promises are not 
in the lea;;,t to be relied upon , and nevertheless they seek gX1nlE: 
large presents & gifts, which in any event ought to be guarded 
against; so is it that we have found good and resolved that we 
shall sa il from here on the 27th instant precisely, doing our best 
and setting our course to make Cabo de Lopo Gonsalves, provided that 
before our departure from here we shall advise the Hon. Lords and 
'Masters, by the first home-going ships which ar e lying ready here 
on the Coast, of that which has occurred. and ha ppened to us up till 
to-day, and also what our meaning and intention now is and against 
whom designed. And whereas (~ against receipt) we have reasona­
bly supplied the Fort NASSaU here with flour, powder, lead, match 
cord, soldiers, and otherwise, and the General Arent Jacobsen van 
Am~rsfoort has earnestly requested two small gun carriages,wE±gk 
Eg~m1x1kK who ha$ also obtained two small metal guns 
out of the ship "Omlandia". So have we not been able nor could 
refuse His Honour, seeingi' the situation , but have agreed that he 
shall rec eive the same with a ppurtenances out of the "Dolphijn" 
each weighing eight hundred pounds together with t wo other i ron 
guns out of the abandoned ship "Engel Gabr i el". 

Jan Claesen Snuijft , chief mate on the yacht "Zeepaert n shall 
again take the place of the prevmous skipper Jan Janssen Knijff 
« WhO by resolution of th . ..! 4th was a ppointed skippe r on the 'I 
"Swarte Leeuw n ) and receive the increa se of the half of their 
t wo wages a s is state d in the xli st article of the general 
Ships Articles. 

Captn Jacob Pompen, at his request , is permitted to de part 
home, without pay, by the Guinea ships. Finally and lastly is 
f ound good that over the whole fle et and to each mess shall be 
issued one "slap kanne" of eight "mutgens" of wine, t wice 
weekli on Sundays and Tuesdays. We find all the same so to be 
proper ac co rding to the situation of af fairs and for the best 
service of the Company. Actum in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn" 
lyin& at anchor (geseth) in the roads of MOREE. Datum ut supra. 

(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Jan Gersen van Dijck/ Hi llebrant 
. Janssen/ ~vert Hendricxs sen Cro\gerlAdri aen Joorissen 

Bres/ Pleter Claessen Dolfijn/ Wlm Cuningham/ 
Wijntgen Janssen/ J.Knijft / Christiaen Stulnig. / 1625. 

Tuesday the 25th Nov emb 8r 1625 ,Gener a l 
Lam & the Secret Councillors have resolved 
as follows: 

That haVing, with God's help, come t o Cabo de Lope s Gonsalves 
and departing from there , we s hall s et our cour se t o Cabo de 
st Augustijn on the coast of Brazil or so much higher as wind , 
weather and time shall allow us, aft er which we sha l l then have 
to regulat e ourselves , an d that we shall wait/i t here so long 
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until we ~all guess we have enough time to sail to the coast of 
the West Indies, in order to pass Cabo .;:it Anthony in June 1626, 
where we shall try to look out forthe ships which come to the 
Havan~a from Novo Hispania; seeking to redress the costs and 
damages, which our Lor~s and Masters have suffered (God. better it) 
during this voyage, w1.th some prizes and capture of ships (if it 
is possible). We hope & pray God Almighty will grant his gracious 
blessing to this. We find all the same so to be proper for the 
best service of the C mpany. Actum in our as ssembly in the ship 
"Hollant sche Thuyn", lying in the roads before MOREE, datum ut 
supra. 

(Signed by the same signatures as on the 24th.) 

N.B. The following lists of the ships has been compiled 
from the above Minutes. 

Admiral Veron's fleet. 

" Omlandia. 
"" Swarte Leeuw. 
, Engel Gabriel. 
~Middelburgh. 
\ Hoope. 

Haerlem. 
'-Doordrecht. 
~Speramunde. rl 

\ Dolphijn (1 vide Minute of 24th Nov.) 
t Post paert. j i 

)< Zeepaert.. yacht s. 
I '-Armuijden. 1 
~'). '].@ijevaartgen ~ 
, (~. -13?-) 

, f<f>\O V"<1l,~, y~1- c"",...1 

~1tlj. ~ I l~ ~(.J\il\ f 

~C!n{ "b ' • (d'n~ of 
f.: ',fl. 1 rl- AI." o~ 

.w. '1I.,t(. ~ ,I, 'tt 

.a_J l. '\t 'fH I .... 'f.! t;fo!' 

ltJ,m. th(, .... "'~k~'\" 

C de. i('1.i.- I~ (t, 
, • I 
~''')M.~· /. v .j 

Loca I shi ps • 

Fortuyn. 
Mauritius. 

================== 
========== 
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Admiral Lam's fleet. 

" Hollantsche Thuyn. /" 
"lNeptunus. 
~Orangien Boom. 
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The Journal of Admiral Jan Dircxsen LAM. (1624-26) 

(Extracts) 

(st.Gen. Admiraliteitszaken. 15.) 

1624. 
JOURNAL. 

In the year 1624 the Directors of the Chartered W.I.C. for the 
good success and capture of the Bahia de Todos Los Sanctos have 
caused to be fitted out for the second equippage, t~enty-five well 
mounted and victualled yachts and sfuips, both chartere~as we ll as 
their own; equipped by the Chambers of Amsterdam, !he Ommelanden , 
Groningen, Hoorn, Enchuysen, and the Mase; over which the XIX have 
commissioned and appointed as Admiral, the Hon. Valiant Mr ~an 
Dircxsen LAM. And as the quantity, quality, and the names jof the 
aforesaid ships, also from whence theu sailed out, are sufficiently 
and fully stated in tha previous page, therefor4 we shall only set 
down here those which are des~ined to set sail out of Texel, and 
are as follows: 

On the last day of December we raised our anchors, in God's Name, 
in order to sailt out of Texel with our ten ships namely, the ship 
"Hollantsche Thuyn", on which was Admirla Lam; the ship "Haerlem" 
on which was Vice-Admiral Jan Gerritsen Van Dijck; the ship 
"Leijden", skipper & Rear - Admiral Hendrick Janssen of Huysduynen; 
the ship "Swarte Leeuw", Pieter Jacobssen Hoochwal; the yacht 
"Winthout", Rombout Philipssen; the yacht "Hase" Skipper Joost •.• :h;± 
••• (sic); and furhter four other chartered ships "Eendracht" , 
"st Jacob", "Jonas", and "Cronenburgh". But in coming into the 
Slenck, the Vice-Admiral who was in front of us got aground ; where­
fore he immediately took in his flags and fired in order to X~N 
warn us, but our pilot thought we had no noot van de M:Ul:au«n 
droochte. But he and we shortly afterwards found ourselves de-
ceived for as our ••• 

(End of first page of the Journal. 'ihe next page 
photographed is the following) 

the loth June. Guessed we were a hundred miles E. to N. of Sierra 
Leona. 

The 12th ditto. Was resolved (that as from the 26th May -be ing 
then at the height of six degrees North of the Line- until this 
date we found ourselves mostly in calm with S. & S.vw. winds, we 
have be en driven a half d~gree to the North, whereby much sickness 
& mortality arose amon the common men and specially on the 
"Neptunus", wherefore Mr Cuningham came on board us informing the 
Ad~ral of it, in particular that his caskage was not servicable, 
whereby he had suffered great leakage in wayer, beer and wine) 
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t . ' c o Sierra ~ona" situate at the height of eight degrees 
~~rf~ o;n~he Line in order to refres~ ourselves and to take in a 
supp1;to of water as we had not obtalned any at St Vincent. 

The 13th ditto (June). Guessed we were about 60 miles from the 
shore. 

The 14th ditto. In the morning sighted land which was Cabo Monte, 
situate at six degrees, having thus (beyond all skippers' and 
mates' opinions) fallen low; where also t he same midday, we came 't 
to anchor on the west side, hoping to obtain some refreshments 
and water there and then to proceed on our voyage to the Bahia. 
Wherefore the Admiral and the Council immediately sent thither a 
boat from the "Neptunus ll with some small trifles to the King, in 
order the better and sooner to attain our object" with e:l!lpress 
orders nevertheless, in order to avoid and prevent all dangers 
and difficulties, to be on their guard, and they should not 
rashly proceed on shore. Coming on shore they there heard of 
three Netherlanders who had lain there for over two years in order 
to trade on behalf of the W. I.C. or private merchants, who informed 
our men that the King was not there but would come within two or 
three days; but, nevertheless, that little refreshment for our 
three ships would be obtainable, and water was impossible for us 
to fet~ch as the sea was so getting up and was so stormy that the 
boat had almost capsized and been truned over on two several occa­
sions; in such manner t hat Pi et er van Cor sele of Berg en op Zoom, 
Sergeant in the eompany of Pieter Martens (who had been sent there 
because he could speak Portuguese and had swum ashore) cculd not , 
or dare not XEKNXN come into the boat again, but had to remain 
standing there. 

The 15th ditto. In the morning 7 before daybreah, Captn Pieter 
Martenssen, came on board our ship requesting t he Admiral to be 
willing to remain yet for that day in order to have his Sergeant 
fetched; to which the Admiral replied that -as nothing was to be 
obtained there for us and with our three costly ships we were 
lying with the wind on to the «EX:Et shore (op een lager wal) 
wh~reby through storm and bad weather more difficulties might 
arlse- he would therefore raise anchor at day-break and put out 
to sea, but that the "Neptunus" should wait 2-3 miles from the 
shore with small sail, which should meantime send the boat ashore 
~o fet 7h him; which also was done. But instead of fetching him, 
lt agaln left standing there one Jpan de Maecht, Assistant in the 
Neptunus, Who was to hand over to the J.~etherlanders a letter from 
Mr Cuningham in order to be transmit Led to the Han. DirectQrs in 
due course, but he had previously been warned by Mr Cunmngham to 
be careful and not to swim ashore but that he should seek to get 
the same fetched by some Blacks 5f the country. All which the 
Admiral hec:ring, he had sail set in order to 'proceed ~m o,Er voya&"e 
~the . Bahi~ (as he thought nothing was to oe obtained and much 
lm~ Vias belng consumed). But about the evening, Mr Cuningham, 

comlng on board" showed and bande .1 over to the Admiral a certain 
humble petition on behalf of all the officers, seamen & soldiers of 
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the "Neptunus"and signed by the said officers to the effect that 
one should sympat~\ise with and have compassion upon their poor 
state; that they had many sick and were provided with little 
water and what they had was not servicable and stank, which caused 
more sickness than health, in such manner that it was imposs:ible 
for them so to put out to sea; that their first skipper, Jacob 
Cornelissen Moerssoom, and last upper mate, Salomon Cornelissen 
Bommer, had died and the present skipper, Aarnout Martenssenj 
Croeger, was very sickly and if he came to die there would be no­
body competent to navigate the ship, whereby they would come into 
the utmost extremity of getting lost; that therefore wne ought not 
so to part from the coast but should give attention to such an im­
portant matter in which they and the Company were so much concerned; 
which they would justify in return by good service etc. To all 
which, as also to our own necessities, the General and the Council 
having given attention, they have found good to persist in the 
Resolution dated the 12th instant, and to put im. at Sierra Leona, 
and set our course thither: but at night we had to lie to (setten) 
again in 16 fathoms. 

The 16th ditto (June). 
lying at anchor. 

The wind being southerly we had to remain 

The 22nd ditto. Sunday. After we had been at anchor here ~nd S~ 
there on the Bachas de st Anna, we came and arrived in the river of 
SIERRA LENNA where we anchored about the water place. There we 
found also anchored a small French ship from Diepen, named "La 
Fidelle" the skipper or captain on the same named Jean 12oijvin. 
The Blacks came on board, were very glad and showed us much friend­
ship, as we also to them. That same day we sent some presents to 
the Captain of the village who (die) wa s named MANGIJ, in order to 
have liberty and freedom to fetch water, cut wood, pluck lemons, and 
otherwise, as is the custom ~ there; but the gift was small, 
being one iron stave, a small keg of liquor, a small keg of Spanish 
wine and some trifles. 

The 23rd ditto. Began to fetch water and cut wood. 

The 24th ditto. The Admiral haG]) the Council summoned, where was 
resolvedthat all the skippers should use their utmost endeavours 
and diligence to clear out the ships, make them ready, fetch water 
and cut wood in order to be able to set sail again a s quickl y as 
possible; within which time one of the Admiral's sloops (Cha loup) 
should be set up, as was also done. It was then a lso foun d good 
that Captn Adriaen Joorissen Bres should deliver to the "Neptunus" 
of Veer ten water casks, as it was very badly provided with 
caskage etc. 

Ditto. Sent with the boat some presents to the Ki ng of Sier ra 
Leona, named FARAMBORE, who was then three mi l es higher up t he 
river thanwhere we lay at~ anchor ; by which, t he same night , he 
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I'd coming to welcome us, saying that the country stood 
came ~n b~~ a~d everything was for our benefit except his subjects' 
open or t trees, and t obac GO, which he recommended and also rice, palm nu 
charged us to eXCuse. 

The 25th ditto (June). The King went on shore again, taking with 
him the Fiscal Stulnigh, and Mr Cuningham, Upper Factor of the ship 

"Neptunus", who retu~ned on board on Sunday. . 
From the beginnlng,when we came here, untll the end, when we de­

parted, we did nothing else than ~etch water, cut wood, and pluck 
lemons (limes) which we also gob In great ~bundance but were at 
first small but aft arwards very good and flne. Also now and then 
sent the boats to the opposite side or North of the river, which 
country is called BOLaM, Where our men traded fowls,limes, oranges, 
and otherwise, except that the fowls there are somewhat more cost ly., 

The 15th July. Was resolved by the Admiral and the Council thatj 
as,according to all possible opportunity, the ships had been made 
ready, suppliai with wate]', a sloop set up, and the men reasonably . 
refreshed, one should set sail again on the 18th instant; and altho' 
the currents continually run to (am) the north and the winds blow 
South and S.S.West, that nevertheless in the hopes of continuing 
our voyage and in order to lose no time, we should seek to run out 
to sea at about thirty miles outside the Bachas de St Anna, setting 
the best course daily and see what God will grant. It was also 
resolved (as our voyage -Sod better it- was proceeding slowly, 
mingled with much wretchedness) that in order to economise meat 
and pork, there should be served not more than twice weekly,namely 
Sundays and Thursdays, meat or pork, and stock fish four times 
IDd:4 weekly. . 

The 26th ditto. The wind E.S.E. Raised our anchors and set 
sail, but as it WKE became calm in the afternoon, anchored again in 
12 fathoms behind the extreme hook. At this time had many of our 
men lying with "rode loop ende heete coorse". 

The 21st ditto. The wind south. Raised anchors and sailed west. 

The 22nd to the 27th ditto. 
wind. 

Sailed west with a South & S.S. v'/est 

The 28th ditto. The Admiral had the Council summoned, where it 
w~s resol~ed -as at sea we had continuous S. & S.S. West winds,m:i::ggim 
mlngled wlth storm, drizzling rain and gloom;y weather and the 
current was running verT strongly Kxm to (om) the North in such 
manner that since our departure from Sierra Leona we found we had 
been ~riven seven miles to (om) the North; and our ship "Hollantsche? 
Thuyn was very leaky so that we had to pump quite sixteen thousand 
Tls~eecken" in 24 hours which would apparently increase daily as the 
ShlP has not been prov ided for in twelve months and had not been 
sheathed for four years-- that we should sail back to Sierra Leona 
as we see the hook still S.E. to S. of us, in order to provide for 
ourselves there as much as pOSSible, as we hoped that one, Mons Jean 
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Boijvin, skipper of a small ship "La Fidelle" which we had left there 
would be very helpful to us, and who had two carpenters and some 
calkers with whom he would be able to accomodate us; as they also did 
as all EKX the carpenters of our three ships are lying in their 
hammocks very sick. The same evening anchored in 10 fathoms, sandy 
bottom. Found the currents were running N.W. an~ S.E. 

Primo August. In afternoon came again into the river of Sierra Leona 
where we ~nchored in our old place. 

The 3rd ditto. The Admiral had a tent stretched on shore for our 
sick of which we had many, where the next day thirty were brought, and 
kept still twenty, who had no "loop~ on baeOO. The "Neptunus" had 
in proportion, but sick who mostly lay with the "loop", for whom also 
a tent was made. While we were here it rained mostly every day so 
that we could not do anything to look for a leak. 

The 16th ditto. Our under-mate, Pieter Pieterssen Croon, went over 
to the "Neptunus" as upper-mate, on the death of Salomon Cornelissen 
Bommer. 

The 24th ditto. We again lay ready to sail; had reasonably provided 
for our ship so that we pumped only 2,400 "steecken" in 24 hours, so 
that we were very glad. Wherefore on l ast Sunday it was resolved 
that we should set sail on Thursday next, the 28th instant, in order 
tQ proceed on our voyage. 

The 26th ~itto. Admiral VERON with twelve x~ yachts and ships 
(all which,except the IIHoope~ belonged under our flag) arrived saf~ly 
by us. They came from the coast of Brazil, out of the Bahia de 11(u~1J>. ~ 
Traison. Brought news that Mr Boudewijn Hendricxsen and 34 sail [v.t ~t 
had been in the Bahia de Todos tos San~tos on the 26th May last , v~t bf: 
where they saw the mighty Spanish & Portuguese fleet s lying, and ~. 1lJIt.,t/. 
understood through the captured fEidlgm Portuguese that St Salvadoor ' ­
on the 1st May last had surrendered with a ppoinctment, after they 
had lain there for six weeks. They also related that we, namely Mr 
Boudewijn Hendricxsen and our fleet s, since they departed from the 
Fatherland had lost over two thousand men. They also brought many 
sick with them, afm~r which, for some days, in order to refresh them, 
they had to tow. The aforenamed Admiral's design, in the absence 
of Admiraa Lam, was to sail to the south with the aforesaid fleet and 
see to executing and fulfilling the secret orders and instructions 
given him to that end by both of our Han. Directors, of which Mr 
Dir. Boudewijn Hendricxsen had made disclosure in the presence of the 
Council; who also,himself, had departed to (om) the north with a fiXH 
fleet of twelve ships. Ma¥ the Almbghty grant His Honour and us 
success and happiness (heil) so that we may redress the former injury 
with new conquests and the Company may increase in equippage. 

The same day Admiral Veron, with our Vice-Admiral Jan van Dijck, 
along with other Captains and skippers~ came on board welcoming 
Admiral Lam, and also informed him of this his aforesaid intention; 



· the fleet over to His Honour, with the offer :tmK if he 
and ~~dln~y service and Admiral Lam would reco~ise him (erkennen) 
c~ul o~ Director Boudewijn had done him; permitting him to let 
l~kef~s J fly along with His Honour's, and help to take care for the 
hlS a~s service. To which Admiral Lam,replying,said that His 

H
Gompany as w"'lcome and he was very wellserved and rejoiced with his on our w " . . G ill an . that also there would be no reasons to recognlse hlm less 
t~a~ ~'Directqr had done and he so~ht nothing else than good ?or­
respondence, friendship and comc?rd 1n order that the Comp~n~ dld 
ot suffer any injury through pr1vate jealousy etc; then glvlng 

~ach other the hand, and promised to stay with each other and to be 
loyal and faithful to each other during the voyage. 

The 13th September. Admiral Lam caused to assemble the Secret 
Councillors of our 15 ships which are together, consisting in nine 
persons who resolved,xmK as we had lost the town St Salvadoor and 
were no~ on the Coast of Africa with a good or reasonable strength, 
that we should sail to de MINA, situate at four degrees north of 
the Line, and there attack the Castle and seek, with God's help, 
to make ourselves masters of it; which we should -let Mr Adriaen 
Jacobssen (who is in command as General on the Coast of Guinea on 
behalf oil the W. LG.) know by the yacht "Postpaert", so that he should 
be warned of it and might keep the Company's ships,which are there, 
together which otherwise through fear and ignorance of such an un­
expected fleet might sail away (verloopen) from the Coast. In 
tms assembly, which was also the first of the Secret CounCils, 
Admiral Veron informed Admiral Lam and the Council that Mr Dir. 
Boudewijn Hendricxsen on his departure recommended to him that if 
he heard of any ships of the third equippage they should be sent 
after him to His Honour; and whereas two ships of the same were 
lying he l.e, namely "Orarigien Boom" $: of Doordrecht and "Neptunus" 
of Veer, he discharged himself of the aforesaid order received , 
and gave it into the consideration of the Council what would be 
advisable, whether to keep the same with us or to send them after 
him. Upon which was found good and resolved to keep the same by 
us, as it was uncertain where thew would find Mr Director, and on 
missing His Honour or coming too late, th~ would run into great 
peril and probably be obliged to return to the Fatherland without 
effecting anything. 

Th7 25th ditto. Set sail again out of Sierra Leona with our 15 
Sh1PS and yachts, dOing our best to sail to the Castle de Mina 
in order to carry into execution our previously taken nesolution. 
May the Almighty grant us conquest and victory over our enemies. 

Ditto. Sent the yacht "Postpaert" in advance with the aforesaid 
l7tters to Mr Arent Jacobssen. Before going fur~er and leaving 
Slerra Leona, where we had lain with our three ships over three 
month~, through contrary winds 7 so I shall make mention,E~xENR 
among mXN~xxKzxMgRXkR~ other strange beasts of which there are 
many ~here, of one which we had on one of our ships; which was such 
that lt more resembled a man than a beast. For it had hands and 
feet, also heels, eyes and ears as we, and smoked tobac ~o with us; 



and when one did it wrong it cried and gave sounds like a chi ld 
of four years~ which the sailors could scarcely leave al?ne , 
and ove~ which it continually cried, wherefore the ~~txXN 
skipper, Gerrit Smiendt (to whom it belonged), had lt thrown 
overboard. It had an extraordinary strength. Th~ Blacks or 
inhabitants of the country (so the Portuguese -partlcularly one 
Thomas Furtado who had lived there over twelve years- told me) 
think that th 3tr dead spYl~t. t;~st in it. Ver~ .many. are. found 
there as also what was/~an about it by RU1Jter ln hi~ 
"Toorts der Zeevaert" fol ••• (sic. N.B. fols 285- 287. Vlde 
pp. 58 & 59 of the Linschoten Edltion.)'twelck immer~ zo?veel 
kenniss e hadde als daer van heeft geschreven, alsoo t mlJn de 
voorss Thomas Furtado daer 'tselver van gecomen w~s ! as ~lso 
other Portuguese & negnos declared on oath; at whlcn I wlll 
leave it and follow our voyage. 

The 4th October. In the morn i ng mi s s ed four of our ships namely 
our Vice-Admiral, Rear-Admiral , " Swarte Leeuw" and lI~e Maec ht 
van Dordrecht". 

The 7th ditto. 
N.E. of us. 

About midday sighted Cabo Monte about 12miles 

The 9th ditto. Was resolved by the Admiral & the Council 
(having heard the advice of the ski ppers and mates) that as we 
wer e on the Grain Coast between Ri o St Paulo & Rio d'Junco , 
(N.B. i.e just about off Monrovia) situate at the height of 
5 degrees 30 minutes no~th of the equinoctial l i ne , we s hould 
onc e more, by the yacht "zeepaert" , advise General Adr i aen 
Jacobsen of our coming, so that His Honour might hold himself 
ready against it with his force, and that we had found good to 
come to anchor in COMMENDA, where it wa s judged our men could 
most conveniently land. That also the yacht "Arnemuijden ll , 

without waiting for us should proceed i n advance a s quickly a s 
possible and see, if the aforesaid f our of our missing s hi ps 
came there, to warn them and also t o i nform th em of t his our 
resolution, so that they should a wait u s the r e and not drop 
down too low. 

The 15th ditto. 
of us. 

The 16th ditto. 

Sighted Cabo de Palmo about 5-6 miles N.E. 

Passed the same. 

The 21st ditto. Came with our nine sai l before COMMANI J , where 
we also aound our four ships which had got separat ed from us on 
the 4th instant, which had alrea dy lain t here 5 days and had 
dutifully awaited our arrival. Al so under stood fvom our Vice ­
Admiral, Jan van Dijck , that the lI Zeepaert" was l ying before 
Moree" but that the "Post pa ert" with the advices had not yet been 
there; and that the Gene r al Arent J acobssen van Amersfoort, with 
whose advice we thought to attack t he Cast l e DE MI NA in accord­
ance with ~ur secret Instruction (l ike as we had advised His 



H b two expresses, the aforesaid npost_" and nZee raertn),1 had, 
l~~~~O/ ACRAA, but was expecte~ within three or four days. :'he 
h' h the Admiral and the Councli (who had then assembled) taklng 
~ tC onstderation and being anxious that fuis coming might well 
lnt~n~ longer and thlit this would give the enemy time to reinforce 
~mself so it was founlfl good and resolved that in order to lose no 
further'time we should seek to land our men the ne~ day in order 
that our intention to attack. the Castle DE MINA, wlth ~od' shelp, 
might be carried into executJ.on. And so that everythlng may be done 
orderly and each one, both sailor and soldier, should &~ow under 
whom he belonge~ and according to whom he would have to regulate 
himself so weB~Fhe army and the troops commanded and led in manner ' 
followi~g: The Van Guard, Main Guard and Rear Guard should each 
consist of four Companies; as three Ccmpanies of soldiers and one 
Company of sailors. The Van Guard shoudl have Captain Jacob 
Surmondt, under whom should be attached Captain Reijndert Panneeoeck, 
Lieutenant Voet, and Skipper Evert Hendricxssen Crouger, each with 
one Company; but in Crouger's place~ as he had something to do, and 
something else occurred, Pieter Jacobssen Hoochwal, Skipper of the 
"Swarte Leeuw" is appointed. .l.he Main Guard, Captain Pieter Marten­
ssen Houman; under whom should be Captains Jan Baptista Genber Heere 
van Bassevelde and Salomon Boshuijsen and Rear Admiral Hillebrandt 
Janssen. And the Rear Guard should be led and cO~Danded by Captain 
£~ Dirck Weijmbach, under whom belong Captains Jacob Pompen and 
Hendrick Lambrechtssen Valck, together with Skipper Wijbrant Heeres. 
Further, Jan Quirijnen, skipper of "Speramunde" of Dordrecht , should 
have and command a company of satlors, to whom they should be attached 
where and at the place he whould be charged and ordered by the Com­
mander-in-Chief. Artillery Master & Commissary of War should be 
Skipper Hans Campen; to whom should be attached Skipper Jan Janssen 
Knijff, and Cornelis Gerrit ssen Chief Boat swain, on the ship 
"Neptunus ll • Overseer and Conumnder of the boats, S1{ipper Adriaen 
Bollaert. Captain of the Pevijenieurs, Engineer & Geweldighe shall 
be Lieutenant Hans Phillips sen Grijfth. Commissaries of the Victuals 
Messrs Willem Cuningham and Anthonij Delcourt, Upper-Factors. 
Finally and lastly is commissioned over the said army as General 
Commander-in~Chief the Hon. Valiant Admiral Andries VERON. This 
Admiral Lam did especially in order to show him, Veron, that he was 
not un£avourable to his honour, as not doubtin~ of victory alt~ugh 
(Go~~t t er it) a.a>9.t'-a.a.W'_a.rOO'~~'~'I'r6M-e,:r;l.. "~t fA,...,,,,...-,,, ,.., ..... 

The 2?nd ditto 'October). In the morning Admi;ra<l", Lam with the Fiscal 
Stulnlgh went on shoee in advance, in order to announce to those of 
SMALL COMMANIJ, that t hey should have no fear of us but that we 
intende~ it against those of DE MINA; that1f..bey th~refore should 
keep qUlet, and if we needed anything that they should be willing to 
accomodat~ us and we would gratefully acknowlegge the same. Which 
they proIDlsed and appeared to be v&ry glad, but warned us and said 
no wa~er was to be obtained on .h.he way and it was quite three miles 
~archlng; that also the . King of GREAT COMMANIJ would take it amiss 
lf we landed without his knowledge and wished to attempt anything 
~gainst the Portuguese, in, which (s o they said) he could be of ass­
lstance to us, like as also many who had been there affirmed. 



Wherefore it was found good -as it was becoming broad daylight 
(hooch op den dach) and the sea was getting up very much- to 
return on board again and that one should resume it the next day; 
which we advised the gentlemen and friends at Fort NASSOuw that 
evening by the yacht "Zeepaert", requesting that they would that 
night send us a guide who was " plattico" there. But we got in 
reply that we should await the coming of General Arent Jacobssen 
van Amersfoort as (so they wrote) they were assured he vrould 
come within one or two days at the latest~ and that His Honour's 
coming and presence was of much concern for us, and he also had 
great influence with the Kings of FETUY, SABOU, and COMMANjJ, in 
which Kings' power consists a~ rise or fall of DE MINA. Which 
being taken into consideration, and considering that one or t wo 
days was not of much concern (gelegen), we resolved to await His 
Honour's arrival till that time. 

The 23rd ditto (October). Mr Fiscal Pieter van Oostende came 
to anchor by us before SMALL COJ~~IJ with three ships. He 
brought news that the General would be with us to-morrow precisml~ 

The 24th ditto. In the afternoon General Arent Jacobssen also 
came to anchor by us with two ships, the "Goede Fortuyn" and 
"Mauritius" ~ being rejoiced at our coming. He hoped and firmly 
trusted that the affair would suc ceed well, and after he had wel­
comed the Admiral he enquired closely into our force and situation 
asking how and in what manner we had resolved to land; of which 
His Honour was informed at length, and that if he bad not come , 
we should nevertheless have proceeded with the exploit; that a lso 
everything had been arranged, the troops distributed, and the 
chief command, in his absence, had been given to Admiral VERON , 
in conformity with the rescilution dated the 21st instant tn:x~<m~m: 
theReanent. This His Honour pr aised and approved in everything, 
saying he was very glad he had come in time and t hat he,himself, 
with a company of 300 soldiers and sailors whom he had with him 
would march in advance of or along with Admiral Veron , and seek 
together, without any jealousy , to procure the best service of our 
Honourable Lords and Ma sters • Wherefore wa s found good a nd re­
solved by Admiral Lam , General Arent Jacobssen van AmseBf oort and 
their respective Counci lJiors that we should land the bext day and 
t hat four of our ships namely, "Haerlem" on which was the Vice­
Admira.l, "SperamOliCFe" skipper ~ Jan Quirijnen, "9rangien Boom" 
skipper Adriaen Joorissen Bres , and "Omlandia" skipper Wijbrandt 
Heres, should go and lie close before the Castle DE MI NA, and 
the yachts "'TOuwe V'aertgen", "Zeepaert" and "Arnemuijden ll direct 
before the village where General Arent Jacobssen understands t hat 
the enemy has set up a small bat te ry with three guns; where t he 
ships and yachts having come, they shall seek so to harass the 
enemy or give them so much todo -,:that our men shall be able all 
the more conveniently to follow up -theii' ''advantage. It was also 
ordered that our large sloop (chaloup) shall be supplied with 
spades, shovels, matchets and other necessities, which shall sail 
close a long th8 shore so that if the army might ij.ave need of any 
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of them it could the more conveniently be supplied. 

Th 25th ditto (October). Have again landed at TERRA POQUENA 
'~h bout I 200 men, both soldiers and sailors, besides also 

r~o B~acks whom the General Arent Jacobssen brought wi~h him. 
The marched until about midday and one mile (31 flng .mlles1) 
f ~ the Castle where, through great fatigue and the heat of the 
s: they rested for about two hours, when they again began to 
mar~h so long until theY,came under fire from t~e Castle, ~ho 
becoming aware of them flred upon thdm 5 or 6 tlmes (but wlth-
out any damage). Our men seeing that, threw themselves down 
behin~ a certain E±i± small hill on a flat field which li ds 
close ]!l][al1I!J:: by the Castle, intending to conceal themselves there 
for the night, and so to approach the Castle; but when they were 
there Admiral Veron sent some nimble soldiers in advance in order 
to ex~lore the field, a s also General Arent Jacobssen did his 
Com lany, as they suspected there would be a so~tie -hav ing placed 
Lie~enant Philipssen Grijff over them. But when they themselves 
with most of the Captains and officers were on the hill tn order 
to look at the Castle, the soldiers, who were tired and thir sty, 
mostly abandoned their arms, the one sought water, the other smoked 
tobacco and many lay stretch~ upon the ground, and so forth, 
thinking (so it seemed) that there was no enemy there or that no one 
of great force could harm them. But (God better it) in a moment 
it had appeared quite otherwise, for as soon as our aforesaid off­
icers came on to the top of the small hill the Blacks, at a guess 
not more than two hundred men, at that place fell upon them unex­
pectedly with great fury and celerity, which our people becoming 
aware of (verneemende) retreated, and the Captains each ran to 
their disordered companies crying out "Arm! Arm! Arm!" The soldiers, 
who as before said were scattered here and there, hearing this , ran 
in great confusion and disorder, the one to, and the other past his 
arms. The Blacks, like frantic and insane men, being close upon 
their heels, did great murder amongthem. Veron and ~aptain 
Surmondt, after they had bravely defended themselves, were struck 
down dead on the spot. Immediately there was a general flight 
and such terror among the men as, it may be believed, never before 
was seBn in any quarter. Truly a remarkable punishment of God; 
for many ran into the sea and were drowned; and most of all of them 
threw their arms, such as muskets, bandoliers and side-arms, away 
from th~m, and thus were decapitated like poultry Choenderen). 
Indeed lt happened that ten or twelve Blacks chased troops of two 
hundred men, killing and decapit ating as many of them as they 
COUld. What fts more, some of them who were ill-clothea were not 
content with that but, without any armed reSistance, pulled those 
who we~e the best dressed out of the troops , who also went with 
tmem llke condemned persons Cals gesententieerde) and let the~ 
t~ar off them first thei:x "charpen kolders" and the upper garment s 
(m order not to be stripped) and afterwards cut off their heads 
l~ke lambs. With which the Blacks wasted much time; meanwhile 
glving our men time to flee, who otherwise evidently (as they 
them~elves admit) would all have been slain. In sum, it happened 
so ~lsgracefully that it better des~rves silence than to be 
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. written about. It is indeed true ghat through the great heat and 
marching in the sand or on the beach our men were very fatigued so 
that th~ remained lying about in crowds who could not escape; but 
had smmply one Company made a stand they would, in human judgment, 
have beaten the Blacks. Burit seems that God Almighty dmd not 
so please it, who has wished to punish us for our manifold sins. 
There remained dead on that place, with those w~o were drowned, 
350 soldiers and 66 sailors from our fleet, and of General Arent 
Jacobssents men 25, being altogether 441 men: the rest escaped. 
The General, not being able to walk or run anymore, was carried off 
the field by his own Blacks and so, praise ~od, escaped. He came 
the same night, with those who had run away, to CGMMANIJ, and if 
he had not been there the Blacks would apparently have killed all 
our men, which is their way of doing against those who nave been 
defeated. ~ny standards, drums, muskets, bandoliers and side 
arms were left behind. The Captains of the soldiers were all 
killed except Hendrick Lambertssen Valck and Jacob Pompen; Valck 
ran away and Pompen swam away. Pieter Jacobssen Hogerwal and 
Wijbrandt Heeres, skippers, who were also there as Captains, also 
~rished, as also Flores Heeres, skipper of one of the Guinea ships, 
;he Lieutenant of Fort Nassouw, Samuel des Champ, together with 
other Lieutenants and Ensigns (Vaendrichs) both ordi.nary abd 
provisional, Sergeants and other chief officers, whom we pass over 
in orser to shorten this. This massacre happened with such in­
credible haste and rapidity, for it began a little before sunset 
and nevertheless was mostly done in daylight. The before - mentioned 
and specif:L"ed ships II Haerlem" , "Speramunde", "0rangien Boom" and 
1I0mlanJia" lay close under and before the Castle, heavily bombard­
ing the same also. But little or no advantage was gained with it 
as the Fort is naturally strong and is built upon a reclff or 
jutting-out rock, of which half of the walls are constructed, and 
are carried up with large and hard stones. It further lies in 
its four bulwarks which flank upon each other. It is very well 
designed; two of them fire into the sea and ,the other two defend 
(bevrijden?) the land side. On the west side of the Fort lies a 
small hill which commands it, named st Jago after a xmxXi certain 
small chapel which at one time stood there, upon which Qur men 
had cast their eyes, thinking to occupy (importe¢ren) it the next 
day, as from there, with cannon, the Castle is very well to be 

. forced. The village lies beneath at the foot of this hill: it 
extend~so far from the Castle that the end is scarcely to be fired 
upon WIth a musKet. On the west side it has a small wall for its 
defence. By storm and bad weather the sea makes an island of the 
Castle and outworks. It has also on the East side an inlet like 
a small bay (baijken) where they are accustomed to keep some 
galleys, and still always accomodate their vessels. We will let 
it stay at that about the Castle (which we have always regarded as 
so easy to overmaster) and conclude with the aforesaid shi ps which 
still bombarded the Castle and were also sluggishly bombarded from 
it. They suffered no other damage than that the "Orangien Boom" 
got some shots through the ship f ~om which no one was wounded 
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~t the cooper who had his leg shot away, abd died a few days 
:~~:~wards from it. 

The 26th ditto (October) ~ All the ships raised anch?r and 
'1 d to TERl1A POQUENA, be1ng there our men had landed~ 1n order 

:~\:e whether some had yet been saved who mlght have escaped. 
F r we made a guess, as; also some (who had swum on board) told us , 
t~t nearly the whole army had been slain (geslagen). While 
under sail the Fiscal , Mr Pieter van Oostende, came on board 
bringing a letter from General.Arent Jacobssen van Amersfoort, 
who was ontboot tot COMMANIJ w1th a part of the men; that we 
should therefore at once have them fet ched before the Blacks 
might resolve upon something to our injury. This letter, not­
withstanding all were very sad and depressed, caused great j~y 
over the whlhle fleet, for we thought we had been sufficiently 
informed and assured of the death of General Arent Jacobssen. 

The 27th ditto. The s hip "Dolphijn" with the yachts returned 
bringing about 600 men, with whom the ships are again reinforced , 
which otherwise were so weak that we could not have navigated 
(regieren) them. Fort NASSOUW wa s also so denuded by this de­
feat that if the Portuguese had made an assault upon it that 
night, it would have run into great danger but we had provided 
for that by the sending of two Guinea merchantmen (vaerders) 

The 29th ditto. General Arent Jacobssen departed to COMMANIJ 
by the "Fortuyn" ,partly to have the King thanked because his 
subjects had lodged our fleeing man for one night and treated 
them well; a lso and espeCially, to see to persuade him to take 
our affair in hand and "dat sich als vijandt (sic) wilde for meren . " 

Ultimo ditto. Got by canoe a letter from the General Arent 
Jacobssen by which he let us know that the King of COMMANIJ urgent­
ly requested that we would make yet another expedit i on aga inst 
(tocht op) DE MINA , he uIldertakj_ng to fight (slaen) the enemy ' s 
Blacks , f or the assurance of which he of fered to send us the i r 
deca pitat ed heads . To whom Admiral Lam wrote in r eply that he 
was glad that the King appeared so willing to have the matter 
a~ hea rt on our behalf and would that God granted that the deeds 
m1ght equal the words, and since the character and condition of the 
i~habitants were better known to him, Arent Jacobssen, than to 
h1m, Lam,.he therefore submitted the matter to his ripe judgment , 
and that 1n any event he would meantime always hold himself ready 
f or the ~aJ:x fray . 

The 1st November . Mr Arent Jacobssen s ent Factor Jacob van 
der Goes to the King of GREAT COMMANIJ in order to sound him a nd 
see what his utmost meaning and request was. 

The 2nd ditto. The a foresa id Factor returned on board our 
ship, and brought news that the ~ing persisted in his request and 
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·a second time requested that we would go and lie under the Fort 
in order violently to bombard it, when he guaranteed that the 
Blacks would take to flight whom he would then watch for an d 
smite in the bush. 

The 3rd ditto (November). General Arent Jacobsen came to visit 
Admiral Lam, who arter some discussion found good to cause the 
Secret, Peace (Breede?) and liar Councillors to assemble the next 
day in order to consider the King's request. 

The 4th ditto. The aforesaid Councillors on the summons of 
Admiral Lam assembled and ~solved (notwithstanding the great de­
feat which we suffered before the DE MINA on the 25th of last 
month by which we were so weakened and crippled) that without 
great dangetr we could not, or v~y hardly, land unless we could 
obtain the rriendship of the Kings of GREAT COMMANIJ, FETOU, and 
SABOU who, next to God, are the only eauses of the sarety or the 
ruin of DE MINA as it must be daily provisioned and victualled by 
them, we shall at the earnest request of the King of GREAT COM­
MANIJ, tomorrow with all our ships go and lie close under the Fort 
and village of DE MINE, in order to drive away the inhabitants by 
bombardment, whom he with his men in the bush (so he promises) 
will watch for and smite; with which (so he says) he will show 
that he is willing to confirm the previously made promises. That 
further, General Arent Jacobsen van Amersfoort shall sail to MOREE 
by the ship "Forthuyn" to-:day in order there, by some deputies, 
with promises Oll\l presents to see if they can draw the King s of 
FETOU and SABOU to our side and incite them against the Portuguese 
so that our damage and disgrace might be redressed by those means. 

The 5th ditto. The breeze comdng fr om the sea, all the ships 
went under sail in ac~ordance with the foregoing resolution, and 
anchored close under the aforesaid eastle DE MINA in a half-circle 
to the west of it; in coming, fir ng some shots upon it to which 
was also replied from the said Castle. 

The 6th ditto. In the morning early those of the 6astle began 
to fire heavily upon us with 8-9 guns together, and we again upon 
them, but doing lit~l damage to each other; continuing until 
about towards midday, when it began to become som.awhat hot, that 
the enemy (after they had fired 170 shots) stopped, notwithstanding 
the ships continued to fire heavily, as they had previously done. 
In the afternoon the General sailed by the xXmm~ small sloo p 
(chaloup) on board the Vice-Admiral and the other ships, admonish­
ing th~m to economise the powder since very little or nothing 
(as he sufficiently observed) was to be effected. 

The ~th ditto. After that the enemy had awoken us in the early 
morning with firing and u p to midday had fired about 170 shots, of 
which the Vice-Admiral got three under water and some in the 
shrouds, as also from others had lost a piece out of the mizzen 
and fore-mast but (praise God) no persons wounded~, the General 
caused the Peace Council to assemble and resolved that, whereas 



ld not make any attempt on the Castle and it was apparent '" 
~~ ~ou :kOOi ours elves had to expect great damage therefrom, we 

a l~eat night with the land wind lie out of range, which was 
shOU· ed out the same evening (the wind with a tornado coming from 
~~~r~hore). Meantime came a canoe with a letter from General 
Arent J acobsen van Amersfoort, in which he ~p?rted that the 
enemy had greatly reinforced himself on the Hlll st Jago and 
there was also no probability that the King of FETUY would enter 
into any agreement with us and oppose himself or declare himself 
an enemy against those of DE MINA~ but that at the utmost he 
might be brought to it with large presents, which could not yet 
be entirely relied upon, the more so as the aforesaid Arent Jacob­
sen (so he wrote) had been informed for certain that the afore­
said King had recei~~d from a certain Portuguese quite seven 
pounds (ponden) gold, so that he should show himself an open 
friend and secret enemy towards us, although the aforesaid King 
told our deputies he had not received such; and that also, when 
our aforesaid deputies were speaking with the King, the Portu­
guese who had brought the gold was also in the house at the same 
time and had listened to the conversation, or what was agreed 
upon on either side: so that he, Arent Jacobsen, did not think 
it advisable to begin again but that we should proceed to MOREE 
so that the Council could assemble and take their advice etc. 

The 9th ditto (November). In the afternoon the General (on 
the aforesaid letter from General Arent Jacobsen) sent the Fiscal • 
Mr Christiaen Stulnigh, to MOREE by the yacht "Zeepaert" in order 
to consult with the aforescLLd General (since we could not get the 
aforesaid Kings to our devotion) what further ought to be done in 
the aforesaid matters for the best service of the ~ompany. 

The 11th ditto. Having received still no report from General 
Arent Jacobsen, through lack of land wind, General Lam despatched 
a second time the yacht "Oijvaer" thither with a letter in order 
that he might at once definit ely know what ha ;3 already been done 
or.' is still being done in the matter, together with His Honour's 
advice whether we should go against the enemy or depart from there, 
as a canoe from the King of COMMANIJ had been on board, which re­
ported that the King was complaining very much that the ships had 
drawn off from the Fort and therefore requested that we would a 
second time anchor under the Fort and there continue bombarding 
for two or three da~s as we had previously done, whereb~ a great 
terror(so they said) would be causeill among the Blacks of DE MINA, 
who would then easily betake themselves to flight ,sa that he with 
his Blacks lying in the bush could watch mEX for them and smite 
them and bring the mUllis: decapitated heads to us on board etc, 
as he had ~eviously promised. 

The 14th ditto. Before daybreak a canoe came from MOREE with 
letters from General Arent Jacobsen, from which we understood . 
that the aforesaid Kings had en~t ered into an agreement with the 
P?rtuguese and had received much gold for it, and also that the 
Hill hereinbefore referred to had been very greatly reinforced, 
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so that nothing could be carried out against the Castle DE MINA for 
t'he profit of the Lords and Masters; that the refore he fiound it 
advisable that we should come dovm with the ships so that one could 
consult together over BX.~~ an~thing that might tend to the 
best servi~e of the Company. Wherefore the General caused the Peace 
Council to assemble to whom he communicated the letters, and it was 
resolved to depart from DE MINA and to sail the same day to MOREE, as 
was done, so that we came before MOREE the same day. And as we 
still had a long voyage before us and were little sup plied with food 
and drink, it was also found good and resolved to economise with the 
food and drink and that henceforth meat and pork should be served 

'not more than twice weekly and flpotspijslt twice d~ily, and to issue 
to each man daily one can of water of 8 "mutsgens fl • 

The 15th ditto (November). General Lam caused the Secret Coun­
cil to assemble and resolved -since the flEngel Gabriel" had been so 
leaky the whole voyage and wa s of no help to us, as the Commissioner s 
for the examination of it fully declared- that the same should be 
hauled on shore and broken up as incapable longer to roam the sea. 

The 16th. 
Blacks ma;re-a 
paert" sailed 
the ships 

Genera.l Lam on shore at the Fort. Wherefore the 
great triumph. About the evening the yacht "Zee-
to CORMENTIJN to fetch fowls and other refreshments for 

The 17th. Some beats came on shore which were despatched with 
pots of wine (of which the ships were little supplied) and brought 
back flour, salt, and stockfish in it s place. 

The lethe The yacht "Zeepaert fI returned , bringing some sheep and 
fowls which were distributed among the fleet. 

The~. The aforesaid ya.cht sa iled back to CORMENTIJN and maple 
hopes to fetch more refresbments (which w re very much needed i n the 
fleet). About the evening the Preacher went on shore to stay at 
the Fort. 

The 20th ditto. 50 soldiers from the fleet were brought on shore 
to the Fort, reinforcing the same with them (as it was v ery weakened 
through t he fight of DE MINA). 

The 21st. Our Ensign (Vaandrich) of the soldiers was ord ered to 
go on to the ship flSwa r ten Le euw " • 

The 23rd. General Lam with all skippars and f act ors went on 
shore to t he Fort for sermon, which Domine Jonas prea ched t here for 
his first time. 

The 24th. The General summoned t he Feace Council who jo i nt l y 
resolved (as our men were now strenthened and reasonable KRfzle~neM~ 
healthy) that we should set sail , i n order to proceed on our va~ge, 
on the 28th. 

The~. General Arent Jacobssen van Amersfoort came on board 



requesting Gene r al Lam to come on shore once more before his 
~~Parture, to which h::! consented. 

:L'he 27th ditto (November). Towards mid ay General Lam went on ' 
h e as also some skippers and factors where the Preacher of the 
~o:a~dian preached a sermon. Then came the yacht "Zeepaert" with 
some refreshments from CORMANTIJN, which were distributed among 
the fleet. 

The 28th ditto. General Lam and all skippers and factors took 
leave of General Arent Jacobsen van Amserfoort who also convoyed 
General Lam on board,and meantime the signal was given to set 
sail, and in the weighing of the anchor the cable and the buoy 
rope being broken we w::re obliged (as the fleet was badly provi­
ded with anchors) to :emain lying that day in order the next day 
to dre~ge for it, as was done. 

The 29th ditto. In the early morning, after our anchor had 
been fished up, the General of the Coast came on board again to 
take leave of us, and being under sail he went back ob shore with 
his sloop, OVdr which some salutes were fired from our ships, to 
which the Fort & merchantmen replied, thus parting from each lDX­
other. We, set course S.E. to S. May the All Gracious God grant us 
Jhett er success than we have had up till now. 

Ultimo ditto. 
At midday were at 

The wind was N.toW. with a little 
height of 4 degrees 11 minutes. 
=====*====================== 

(End of pages photographed) 

fresh breeze. 

N.B. Thenst of the voyage (extracted from Linchoten Edition 

lY.1 

14 Dec. Sighted Il.Corisco. Sailed into Gaboon river l \ . 
24 Dec. ti.ti!.~i.~t6.!I[Hhri/& on 25th sailed up ;3 miles p. 

before the King's island where they remained clean- 112. 
iog ships till end of year. 

5 Jan. 1626. Ra ieed anchor. ) 1)., 

of fDe Laetf, Vol I, was shortly as follows: 

11 Jan. Anchored at Cabo de Lopes. ) L I 
1 Mar. Sailed 2nd time from there to set course for IX.....,V 

Brazil. ~ 
22xiqJx.l5 Mar. Anchored at Annobon lsI. pp. 
22 Apr. Sighted Cabo st Augustin (S.Pernambuco) but found 158-

it inadVisable to go nearer. Decided to return to 159. 
Vlaemsche Islands (Azores)~ 

31 May. Sighted lsI. Flores (Azores) but as ships were in 
want, decided to sail to Fatherland, where they 
arrived on 

20th June 1626. 

================= 
============ 
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