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01'del'ed, THAT a Select Committee be appointed to continue the Inquiry unde~taken , 
by a Committee appointed last year, to consider the best Means which Great Bntalll can 
adopt for providing for the Final Extinction of the SLA VE TRAD E • 

Committee nominated : 

Mr. Hutt. 
The Earl of Lincoln . 
Viscount Brackley. 
Sir Robert Harry Inglis. 
Mr. Gladstone. 
Mr. Cardwell. 
Mr. Evelyn Denison. 
Mr. Simeon. 

Mr. Jackson . 
Mr. Monckton Milnes. 
Admiral Bowles. 
Lord John Hay. 
Sir Edward Buxton . 
Colonel Thompson. 
Lord Harry Vane. 

Ordered, THAT the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records . . 

01'dered, THAT Five be the Quorum of the said Committee. 

c < Jovis, 3° die Maii , 1849. 

Ordered, THAT the Minutes of the Evidence taken before the Select Committee oflast 
Session be referred to this Committee. 

Jovis, 24° die Maii, 1849. 

01'dered, THAT the Committee have power to Report Observations and Minutes of 
Evidence, from time to time, to The House. 
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REP 0 R T . 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to continue the Inquiry under­

taken by a Committee appointed last year, to consider the best Means 

which Great Britain can adopt for providing for the Final Extinction of 

the SLAVE TRADE, and who were empowered to Report the MINUTES of 

the EVIDENCE taken before them to The House ; 

H AVE made Progress in the Matters to them referred, and have agreed to 

Report the MINUTES of EVIDENCE to The HOllse. 
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24 May 1849 . -
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MIN UTE S 0 F E V IDE NeE. 

Lunre, 190 die Martii, 1849. 

Mr. Gladstone. 
Viscount Brackley. 
Lord Harry Vane. 
Sir Edward Buxton. 
Mr. Simeon. 
Mr. M. Milnes. 

MEMBERS PRESENT. 

The Earl of Lincoln. 
Mr. Cardwell.' 
Lord John Hay. 
Colonel Thompson. 
Mr. Hutt. 

WILLIAM HUTT, ESQ. IN, THE CHAIR. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, a Member of The House ; Examined. 

1. Chairman.] WILL your Lordship be so good as to state to the Committee 
whether, in consequence of the resolutions which the ::-3lave Trade Committee 
of last year adopted, Her Majesty's Government took any measu\es to change 
the policy of this country foJ' the suppression of the slave trade ?-No; none. 

2. Would your Lordship state whether the French government has made any 
overtures to our own for the abolition of the treaty of 1845 1-The French 
government have lately made this application to us; they have stated that ~he 
l'ela~ive proportions of their expenditure and revenue compelled them to make 
considerable reductions, and especially in their naval department. They repre­
sent that they wish to draw our attention to the state of their squadron on the 
coast of Africa, as, under the treaty of 1845, they have represented, that is to 
say, the Admiral Cecile, their ambassador here, has represented. in a note, that 
the functions of that squadron are chiefly limited to preventing slave trade under 
the French flag; that they have no treaty of mutual right of search with Spain, 
with Portugal, or with Brazil, the three countries whose flags are considered 
most employed for slave trade; that therefore, with regard to slave trade carried 
on under the flags of those three countries, their squadron can be of no use. 
They say that it was thought, when the treaty was made, that the French law 
gave great powers of dealing with slave.trading vessels as pirates, but that 
decisions of their tribunals upon cQntroverted cases of captures made under that 
impression, have in so many cases been adverse to the captors, that they have 
been obliged to change the instructions which they had originally given to their 
squadron; and under those circumstances they represent that the number of 24, 
which they are bound by the treaty t.o maintain, is greater than can be necessary 
tor any purposes whicH their squadron can accomplish; and they propose that 

mutual agreement they should be allowed to reduce their number to 12; pro­
if by change of circumstances a larger number should be required. 

to increase that amount. The British Government have 
~CI~~C~, ·x" ...... , .. upon the condition that if slave trade 

~ ~1'1~J¥l:~-.-.,.,. _-,- French would 
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proposal to that effect; the proposal I me~1fi is the only one that has beell 
made. ( 

4. Will you have any objection to state whether, in your opinion, the British 
Government would find any difficulty in treating with France for the abrogation 
of the treaty of 1845 ?-I should think that there might be a difficulty on the 
part of the British Goverament in making a proposal, the obvious tendency of 
which would be to encourage and give impunity to the slave trade. 

5. Would your Lordship allow me to repeat the question ?-Perhaps you will 
have the goodness to explain the question more fully, and then J would answer 
it more distinctly. 

6. It has been reported ill the French papers, in the debates which have taken 
place in the National Assembly on the expenses of the navy, that the French go­
vernment is willing and even anxious to be released from the engagement which 
they have entered into by the treaty of ,1845. Under those circumstances does 
your Lordship apprehend any difficulty in the way of the British Government, if 
France were to propose also to withdraw from the engagement entered into by 
that treaty ?-I know nothing of the intentions or wishes of the French govern­
ment, except in so far as they have been made known to us by the communica­
tion which I have already mentioned, r do not quite comprehend what difficulty 
is meant by the questiON. Does the question mean to ask whether, in my 
()pinion, the French g'overnment would be desirous of withdrawing itself 
altogether from any interference with the slave trade; or does it mean to ask 
whether the French government would make any objection to Great Britain 
withdrawing itself from such interference? 

7. The purport of the question is this, whether in your opinion there is any 
indisposition on the part of the French government to abrogate the treaty alto­
gether ?- I really cannot undertake to say what the disposition of the French 
govermnent may be upon a question which has not been proposed to them. 

8: Has any circumstance arisen since the last Session of Parliament which has 
altered the relations of this country with other States, in conn ex ion with the 
suppression flf the slave trade ?- No; nothing very particular: the Persian 
genrernment nave giv'en greater facilities for the interception of the slave trade 
in the eastern ·seas. There is no other change of any imporLance. 

g. Have any communications passed between the British Government and 
the government of Brazil of any importance bearing upon this subject?­
There have been communications with the government of Brazil, and the last 
thing that has passed has been an intimation recently made by the Brazilian 
minister at this OOlut, that he expected shortly to be authorized to propose to 
the British Government a treaty for the suppression of the sla\'e trade. 

10. Has your Lordship been led, by any circumstances which have happened 
since we last assembled in the Committee-room, to modify the opinions you then 
expressed upon the subject of the suppression of the slave trade ?- The only 
modification of opinion that I have been led to is, that I have been induced to 
think, by recent commtluications, that our endeavours to suppress the slave trade 
have been more successful than I thought they had been, and that there is a 
greater prospect now than I was led to ent,ertain then of making very considerable 
progress in the suppression of that trade. 

1 1. Will you be so kind as t.o state what those facts are ?-I will state those 
facts. First of all, we have had lately a report from Admiral Dacres, who has 
had the command on the Cape station, and therefore the watching of the eastem 
coast of Africa, reporting that for the last year at all events, and for rather more. 
he considered the slave traue to have been almost entirely exting'uished on the east 
coast of Africa. He states that the Portuguese authorities have co-operated very 
cordially with the British cruisers, and that. the united efforts of the two lla", 
in his opinion, virtually suppressed the trade. I do not mean to !there 

• 

not have been some trade carried on, but that, speaking in -Jul.a', •• IIir :,':::i 
to the trade on the eastern coast as virtually 
I have had late y a despatch from Mr. Hudson at 
great preparations were making there at the end '0I- · 11I"~1IIII!1liil 
adventures, but that the enterprises of those '8lege -_tJ 
directed chiefly to the eastern coast of Atmlla,"llbl_1IIM 
our cruisers on the western coast ·rel_~e~.~11111 
ceedingly hazllJ'dous, Rnd 
recently received ,"om",;he 
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interesting' and important; it is t::. !\ed the 1st of January of this year; he says, The nigh t H(ln , 

I h L d I . 1 Viscount " My Lord I have now t 1e onour to present to your or s up my annua ... report 
on the state of s.lave trade in the western coast of Africa during the year just Palmerston, ~. P. 

ended, too'ether with remarks, and such information as I have been able to col. 19 March 1849. 
lect in th:t period. Owing to the operation of the Acts 2 & 3 Vict. c. 73" and 
8 & 9 Vict. c. 122, no vessel has been brought into the mixed courts during 
1848' but a very large number have been adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court' of this colony. That some of such vessels were really Spanish property 
(though under the Brazilian flag) I cannot doubt; but the now general system 
of destroying' the ship'S papers, flags, &c. previous to capture, effectually con-

l ceals their nationality. This is doubtless caused by the penal law promul­
gated by Her Catholic lVlajesty at Madrid, on the 2d day of March 1845, 
which law seems to have struck the Spanish slave traders with terror, for during 
the last two years only one vessel, the' Ahevida,' under the Spanish flag, has 
been adjudicated in tbe mixed courts of Sierra Leone; the' mate and three of 
the crew (being all who were brought here) of this vessel were, in accordance 
with the above-mentioned decree, sent prisoners to the rengente of the courts of 
justice of the Canary Islands; but I have not yet heard the result of their trial. 
It is a fact, also, that many of the Brazilian slavers, when captured, are found 
without either ship's papers or flag', thereby preventing' the disclosure of the 
names of the owners of the ship and cargo, also the master, supercargo, and 
officers; and as the system of trying slave vessels in the Vice-Admiralty Court 
does not expose the names of parties to the public, they of course prefer that to the 
mixed courts, where all the parties concerned are annually exposed in the papers 
laid before Parliament. During the past year no case was brought before the Bri­
tish and Spanish, Britisb and Netherlands, British and Chilean, British and Boli­
vian, British and Argentine, British and Oruguayan, mixed courts of justice; no 
slaves were emancipated by the mixed courts during the year; the total number of 
cases prosecuted before the mixed commissions since their establishment here in 
June 1819, up to the present date, is 529; whereof 502 were cases of condemna­
tion, and 27 were either withdrawn, dismissed, or restored to the claimants. " 
In the same period there have been emancipated, by these nl.ixed courts, 
64,625 slaves; of whom 56,935 have been registered here. I have the honour 
to enclose, for your Lordship's information, an official copy obtained from his 
honor the chief justice, of a Return of vessels captured on suspicion of being 
engaged in the slave tracie, and adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court at 
Sierra Leone, from 30 June to 31 December 1848, amounting to 17 vessels, 
which, with the 14 adjudicated in the same court during the previous half year, 
gives a total of 31 vessels adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of Sierra 
Leone in the year just ended, under the Acts 5 & 6 Geo. 4, c. 113; 2 & 3 
Vict. c. 73 ; and the Act of the 8 & 9 Viet. c. 122. Of the 31 vessels, 14 were 
captured under the Brazilian flag, 15 were without either ship's papers or colours, 
one under the British flag, and one under the flag of the United States. The 
aforesaid captures took place in the following localities: one in the Rio Pergas, 
two ill the harbour of Sierra Leone, one off this colony, 11 between Seabar and 
Cape Palmas, 14 within six degrees north of the equator, two within four deo-rees 
south of the line, and one captured full of slaves, probably on her passage to 
Cuba, in latitude 12° 22' south, longitude 37° 14' west. Among the 31 captures 
13 had slaves on board, the other 18 cases were proceeded against foJ' being 
found equipped for the slave trade. The locality in which the 13 vessels haying 
slaves on board were captured, is as follows: three canoes seized with 112 slaves 
on board within British waters, off this colony, nine ves5els within six degrees 
north of the equator, two within four degrees south of the equator, and oue was 
captured full of slaves in latitude 12° 22/ south, and longitude 37° 14' west. 
Tlie number of slaves so captured was 5,619, of whom 5,282 were decreeu eman­

having died before such decree was pa sed. This dreadful mor-
.,-:-.--zr.-.--. 8CCQUlMed for by the inhuman master of the slaver captured 

'=I~I=~~of~~~~ eloop 'Ferret,' having stowed on I ~e men, women, and 
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that of the British steamer 'Maid of Isla~illiam Cunningham Townley, 
master, which vessel was seized on the 25th of May in this harbouT, by Com­
mander Dunlop, of Her Majesty's sloop' Alert,' for being eng'aged III the slave 
trade, or otherwise aiding and abetting that traffic. The' Maid of Islay' 
was adjudicated on the 19th day of July last, when Mr. Heddle, the acting 
judge, decreed that the aforesaid vessel, ' Maid of Islay,' her tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, be restored to William Cunningham Townley, the master and 
owner thereof; and the goods, wares, and merchandize on board the same be 
restored to Messrs. Hartung & Co., the owners and proprietors of the said cargo; 
and further decreed the seizor's costs, and condemned the said parties in such 
costs accordingly. Against this decree an appeal to a higher court at home has 
been made by the seizor. In my despatch, marked- ' General, No. 34,' of the 
18th of December last, I had the honour of transmitting to your Lordship all the 
particulars I could obtain in reference to this very extraordinary case; I there­
fore beg respectfully to refer you to the said despatch. On or about the 27th of 
September, the Arrierican brig' Laurence,' Edward York, master, burden 170 
tons, was seized in the harbour of Sierra Leone, by Commander John Dunlop, 
of Her Majesty's sloop' Alert,' for being found with slave equipment on board 
in British waters. The brig' Laurence' came into this harbour on the 23d of 
September last, her master alleging that she was making 34 inches of water per 
hour, and that he came into this port for the purpose of getting his vessel 
repaired. On November the 25th, the aforesaid American brig' Laurence,' 
Edward York, master, was condemned as good prize in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court of Sierra Leone. Previous to the day of trial, the master took his depar­
ture for Brazil, and I believe carried ~way the register of the ,. ' Laurence.' 
I have further the honour to report, for your Lordship's informatIOn, that Her 
Majesty's sloop 'Alert,' Commander Dunlop, arrived in our harbour this 
morning with 100 slaves on board" who were immediately landed in the 
Queen's Yard. I beg respectfully to solicit your Lordship's attention to this 
noyel and interesting era in the history of the abolition of slave trade; 
because it cltarly proves that a highly important change has taken place in the 
very locality (Bissao) where an extensive slave trade has flourished for more 
than a hundred years, but where now many thousands of natives are daily 
-employed in cultivating ground-nuts for shipping, and the slave trade is strictly 
prohibited by the powerful young king Branco, of Beeomba. The notorious 
Cayetaneo, the Portuguese governor of Bissao, has also abolished the slave trade, 
'<lud is employing vast numbers of slaves in cultivating ground-nuts upon the 
British island of Bulama. It appears that Commander Dunlop sent his boats 
into Bissao to search the different creeks that run into the River Jeba, for slavers;" 
that is just above Sierra Leone; "and that on hearing' of their arrival, his 
majesty king Branco, thotlgh sick, officially applied to the commander for help, 
{lnd requested him to remove to Sierra Leone all the slaves in the barracoons 
belonging to the two Spaniards, Don Bito (alias Victor) Dabreda, and Don Jose 
Van Kell; at the same time assuring Commander Dunlop that he, the king of 
Beeomba, had finally abolished the slave trade in his dominions. Thereupon 
the slaves in the barracoons . were asked if they prefened to be then and there 
made free, and remain, when they all declared they wished to be taken to Sierra 
Leone. This was acceded to by the authorities, and the slaves were embarked 
on board the 'Alert,' and, as before stated, landed in this colony. The two 
Spaniards fled by land to their companions in human traffic on the Rio Pongos, 
where the notorious Spanish dealers in slaves, Senhor Pellegrin and Don Paul 
Fabre, reside; also the native slave dealers, Mrs. Lightbourne and Mr. Allen. 
The Rio Pongos may now be considered the sole mart for the slave trade to 
the northward of Sierra Leone. I have only heard of two slavers having 
escaped with slaves on board from the Rio Pong'os during the year 18;(;8, 
and I believe they were both owned by Spaniards." Then he goes 'tm 
'say that the French government have emaneipated all their slaves in '8.eiMl.v 
and Goree, and that "this highly interesting event cannot fail 
important effects upon the natives of the neighbouring 
says, "already agriculture upon a most extensive scfl1e ·B ".ai'lli'$1'l •• 
the natives living between this place and CJamoia\ "ltiQ'@:<MII 
the chief articles cultivated. The e-l'C)Ullo'"mlt"'11ir1lC 
past formed achighly important 
-demand for ground-nu' frGm ..!'l,anctlF,iJiI 

• 
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supply. I earnestly hope that the ;'~irit of agriculture and com~e:ce now hap­
pily manifestinO' itself among the natives, is the sure dawn of bnghter days for 
benighted Afri~a. With the only exception of the Rio Pongos, I consider that 
we have now no export slave trade between Cape Blanco and Sierra Leone, a 
distance of coast of upwards of 600 miles." He says, "Before concluding' my 
report, I beg respectfully to make a few remarks on the suggestions promulgated 
by certain parties in reference to the withdrawal of the British squadron on this 
coast, for the suppression of the slave trade. For more than 30 years I have 
taken a liyely interest in the cause of abolition, and my present position in Her 
Majesty's service, tog'ether with a residence of many years in Africa, enable me 
to state, for your Lordship's information, an opinion gained by actual experience 
and observation upon the present progress of the cause of tIle abolition of the 
slave trade, which I humbly trust may induce some of those who entertain the 
mistaken views of advocating the withdrawal of the squadron to pause ere they 
sanction a measure so utterly ruinous to millions of the human family. It is 
my firm belief, that in nine or twelve months after th"e withdrawal of our 
.squadron the whole of Western Africa, from Cape Verd to Benguela, would 
present a scene of cruelty and devastation too fearfu l to contemplate. All 
the progress of Christianity, civilization, and commerce would ue annihi­
lated; in a word, yVestern Africa would in the course of a year or two 
.be rolled back to its worst pristine savage conditi0l1. The coast would be­
come the resort of the most- degraded renegades and pirates of Brazil and 
other nations. If our merchants entertain a hope that the trade of palm oil, 
.gold, ivory, ground-nuts, hides, wax, &c. will continue to exist after the with­
drawal of our squadron, I fear that they will be wofully disappointed. The 
thousands of palm-oil carriers and agricultural labonrers would instantly be 
.kidnapped and carried on board slave vessels. Aft.er a time the remaining natives 
would avoid the coast as they would the locality of a plag·ue." He says, " In 
my humble opinion, this dreaded calamity can only be evaued by a strong treaty 
with Brazil, simi lar or more stringent than that with Spain. Your Lordship 
llas, doubtless, noticed the excellent effect of the penal law of Spain, dated the 
.2d of March 1845, upon the Spanish slave traders. Since its promulgation, 
upwards of two years ago, we have only had one vessel under Spanish colours 
brought before the mixed courts of Sierra Leone. I would also venture to 
remark, that hardly any squadron, however vigilant, and none could be more so 
than the present, would alone effect the total abolition of the slave trade on this 
coast, unless it be supported by a zealous, honest co-operation of the Brazilian and 
.spanish governments. In my opinion, the concluding part of this great under­
taking can only be brought to a successful termination by applying gentler 
means, and strict enforcement of treaties before the squadron is withdrawn 
from this coast." That is the Report from Sierra Leone.* 

12. From what officer is that ?-From Mr. Hook, the commissary judge. 
] 3. Mr. Gladstone.] Allow me to ask whether your Lordship is able to put a 

construction upon that sentence in Mr. Hook's letter, in which he says that he 
thinks that before the squadron is withdrawn, there ought to be the employment 
of gentler means, and likewise a strict enforcement of the existing treaties; 
can your Lordship put a consistent construction upon that ?- vVhat I understand 
him to mean is,. that if those" gent.ler means and stl'ict enforcement of treaties " 
are applied while the squadron remains, they will complete those means which 
,the squadron alone does not fully afford. But I infer from the rest of what I 
have reau, that his opinion is, that if the squadron were withdrawn before those 
other means had been employed in aid of the squadron, those means would not 
be successful, and that the calamities which he mentions would ensue. 

14. The question had reference to an apparent inconsistency in the phrase 
means and strict enforcement of treaties." Does your Lordship ap­

that Mr. Hook means the strict enforcement of treaties by means of 
~~'CQl!respc)nCietlce only; that is to say, so as to make the strict enforce­

...... '""....,~ T., ... e;~p~:eSll~i·,c :10,," by applying gentler means" 
" and" 
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15. 'Then, by the strict enforcell1ent of ,treaties, does your Lordship ~ppre· 
hend that he means compelling, if necessary, t~)e governmen~s of BrazIl a~d 
Cuba to fuLfil those engagements 0f the tl'eaties winch refer to theIr own do.~estic 
proceedings ?-I conclade that he means whatever methods may be reqUIsIte to 
attain a strict enforcement of treaties. 

16. C0rrespoFldence, if that will do so, and if not, enforcement ? -The Com­
mittee are as ab,le as I am to state what they consider the meaning- of the words. 

1 i. Are the ConHrlittee to lIlFlderstaf.}d your Lordship to be unable to give an 
f~pinion whether by the words, "strict enforcement of treaties," Mr. Hook in­
cludes a res0rt tQ compulsory means, if necessary?-I should comprehend Mr. 
Hook to mean the execution of treaties, to be obtained by any means which may r 

be sufficient for the purpose; that, I should think, -is the natural construction. 
Instead of enforcement, he mad better have put execution of treaties. I thiuk 
that is what he meant. 

18. The Earl of Lincoln.] The Committee 0bserved that Mr. Hook, at the 
conclusioN of that despatch, recommends a more stringent treaty with Brazil, 
or 0ue similar to that existing with Spain; would your Lordship have the kind­
ness to state whether, since the Comlliittee made its Report in the last Session 
of Parliament, any attempt has been made by Her Majesty's Government to 
obtain such a treaty?-We have been in communication with the Brazilian 
government, as I mentioned before, and we were informed the other day by the 
Erazilian minister, that the :Brazilian government intend to propose a treaty 
to this Government, and that he expected it shortly. . 

19. Mr. M. Milnes.] Has YOl!lrr LGlrdship any reason to believe that the 
public opinion in Brazil has undergor.Je any alteration on this subject, so as to 
facilitate the execution of such a treaty ?-There is a considerable party growing 
up in Brazill!lpon the principles of anti-slavery, and that party would certainly 
be very useful in assisting the efforts of the British Government. 

~O. Does that party, as yet, jDossess much influence in the legislature?­
I can hardly say whether it does or not. I was just going on to state the grounds 
U190n \vhich my opinion has beef.} modified, as I stated. I should say that we 
have been a1:tively employed in making treaties with the native chiefs, by which 
they hind themselves to suppress the slave trade within their respective terri­
tories, and I would give in here a list of the treaties which have as yet been 
made; they amount to 42, and include a considerable length of coast. (His 
Lordship delivered in the same.) 

21. Chairman.] How long has the earliest of those treaties been in operation? 
-They have been conclnded at different times; the dates are here given of the 
conclusion of the treaties, beginning in 1841 and ending in 1848. 

22. The Earl of Lincoln.] Are the whole of those treaties to the same effect, or 
do they vary in their purport ?-All the latter treaties are concluded in a printed 
form, sent. for that purpose. Some of the earlier treaties may have some little 
variatio'n in them. 

23. Has that printed form been given to this Committee in the former Session? 
-I should think it must hare been; however, it has been laid before Parliament 
in the Annual Slave Trade Papers. In the course of the last year the President 
of Liberia came to England and I had several communications with him, 'ind 
they were very satisfactory in their result as bearing upon this question. It 
appeared that the Liberians had got possession, by purchase, of a very con­
siderable extent of coast, and that one of their great objects is the suppression of 
the slave trade, and they have succeeded in entirely suppressing that trade upon 
a considerable distance of coast, where, before they acquired possession, the slave 
trade was very much carried on. 

24- Chairman.] Have you any reason to suppose that the governmeat of 
Liberia is about to extend its possessions ?-They are ~ndeavonring to estteD.d 
them, and especially to acquire possession of any points which are now ID!1"_.1a 
peculiarly of the slave trade. 

25. Is any negotiation going on for the purchase of the 
I rather think they have the intention of buying it. IJII. ~tttt1.r~ 
stated, I may observe that there have been a 
tured in the course of the last year. The lRIIlUIt!Y 

1847 was 66; the number captured in 1848, 
the wh-ole yealj, was 99-. 

26. Lord H. Vane.] Is the l:u.ilnl:ierr:-
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is not given in this return, bllt It wou e very easy to gIve It. ave not got Th----· • 
it here. I arch 18.i ~ ' 

27. Chairman.l But your LOil'dship ),·rill have it in the Foreign Office, per- Pal, 
haps ?-Yes; it can be given with great ease. The sl~ve trade ill Cuba has 
verv much diminished; very greatly diminished; and I have an interesting 
l'ep~rt from the commissary judge at the Havana, dated the 1st of Jalilnary of 
this year: his object is to dispute the statements which have been made, both as 
to the number of slaves imported from Africa, and as to the profits made by the 
slave traders. And I certainly am led to believe that those accounts have been 
much exaggerated by interested parties. It is obviQusly the interest of the 
slave traders to represent several things; first, that our measures fail; next, 
that the profit is enorn10us; thitrdly, that our measures are not only ineffectual, 
but are productive of great cruelties. Now, in regard to the latter point, I 
should mention, that about two years ago we received a report, which at the 
time we had no reason to disbelieve, that a large number of slaves, I think it 
was stated to be nearly 2,000, had been put to death by the chief of Lagos, 
because our cruisers had prevented the vessels intended to carry them off from 
embarking them. Some circumstances led us to think that that statement 
might not be true, or might be much exaggerated, and we ordered inquiries to 
be made, but the result has been th:'l.t nothing can be learned upon the subject, 
and the impression of our officers is, that there was no foundation for the report. 
This is rather a long report, but it is interesting', and if the Committee would 
like to hear it, I can read it. It is dated, "Havana, 1 January 1849." The 
writer says, " I have the honour to submit my annual report on the slave trade 
of this place during the last year, with the usual returns of vessels that I have 
heard of as having arrived here from the coast of Africa during the year, 
and of those that sailed hence in it, and in the year preceding, suspected of , 
being intended for the slave trade." These returns are certainly very vague~ Vide ApI-( 
and incomplete, but as I believe the main fact as correctly stated, of so (B.) (C.) rr:. , 
many vessels, for instance, having sailed hence, during the year, for the coast 
of Africa, the circumstance of our not heing able to obtain fuller par-
ticulars of the expeditions, affords a proof of the depressed state of the trade; 
because the more contraband it becomes, the more secret must be the operations 
carried on. So long as any Captain-g'eneral condescended to receive fees for the 
introduction of newly imported Africans. the dealers cared little for the publicity 
attending these transactions; but as we have every reason to believe that the 
present Captain-general, Roncali, Conde de Alcoy, refuses to accept these fees, 
the dealers have not the same security for carrying on their trade with impunity, 
and are therefore obliged to be so much the more reserved. It is but justice to \ 
repeat this of the Conde de Alcoy as the general belief. Accordingly the general 
system of the government is carried on in a manner above all imputation of 
former practices, but he is evidently indisposed to proceed against the trade or 
its abettors with that severity which would be the best means of effectually sup-
pr.essing it. I refer here to the case of the two vessels which, upon my infor-
mation, arrived in the neighbourhood in July last, when 130 newly introduced 
,.Africans were seized by the Lieutenant-governor of Mariel. I believe my infor-. 

&tieD of two vessels having arrived correct; yet the Captain-general declared, in 
tl:lJlt only one vessel had arrived, leaving the conclusion to be 

[l~_ .:""'- ,4I!~ '.-~ allowed himself to receive as true some statement made to 
"""\fIS," a ~Qper inquiry must, I think, have led to a different 

• .nn:I.v •• - had .arrived,.it was .pr<wed that it had met with 
A.~.PClll;lt .. ~JO.l"nas, .as was pointed out to 

1Itl •• !f&l~~~$E:~ I'IJ'-lJ¥t those autaori-
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was hoped that he would favour it ~ore than General O'Donnellately had done. 
The latter was to the last a declared favourer of' it; but his later measures had 
disconcerted its operations, by proceedings against it, which, if they were owing 
to stricter orders from Spain, also atlswered his purpose, for by seizing the 
neO'roes, or exacting a larger fee, he gained so much the more, while as he was 
at the close of his government, the consequences of' future distrust could not 
affect him. It was hoped a new governor would act on another policy; and 
vessels were prepared accordingly, to be sent as mig'ht be found advisable. 
Se\'en 'were sent during the first foUl' months of the year, and four have sailed 
hence since; whereas in 1847, there were only three sent altogether, and in 
1846 not one. After two such years, if any encouragement had been afforded 
the dealers, we might have expected a larger number toe have been sent; and 
as so few have been sent, and as the new Captain-general does not appear to be 
a decided enemy to its continuance,the conclusion seems to me to follow that even 
as a contraband trade it is not one offering advantages sufficient to induce an active 
persecution of it. Having paid much attention to the subject, I am induced to think 
that considerable over-statement.s have been made with respect to this trade. First~ 
as to the number of Africans exported from Africa, and secondly as to the profits 
of the dealers. Firstly, It is almost impossible to obtain exact returns of the' 
numbers exported, and many persons who have written respecting it, have taken 
the numbers known in some one month as an average for the year, when perhaps 
the numbers in that one month were so extraordinarily large as to have made 
them noted on that account ouly. In the Havana, however, this difficulty 
did not exist, as the dealers were so sufficiently knotted together that they had 
a particular place formerly of assembly, and books kept there, from which I was, 
in 1840, able to obtain the exact numbers that had been brought in that year, 
the one before General Valdes arrived, and when the trade was quite free, so 

~ far as this Government could permit it. From these books I learned that the 
exact number brought jnL that year io Havana and Metangas, amounted to, 
11,756; and that perfectly agreed with the Returns we had been able to obtain­
from other sonrces on the arrivals of the vessels, as we reported to your Lord­
ship at the time." (see Slave Trade Papers for 1841, class A., page 167.) "As it 
was most convenient for the dealers to bring them here to the head-quarters, 
whence to supply the demand, and as no difficulty whatever ",vas put in their 
way in so doing, I feel warranted in saying that this number may be safely 
taken as two-thirds certainly of all brought in that year to the whole island. 
It may be that the supply was according to the demand, and therefore the next 
consideration arises as to the demand; if 20,000 were brought every year and, 
sold at only 50 l. each, the sum necessary to purchase them would be a 
drain to the island of one million sterling per annum. Such a sum might per­
haps be raised in a year for some extraordinary purpose, for investment out of; 
capital hoarded, but it could not be paid year after year, unless there were ' 
exports made concomitantly to compensate for such an outlay; but the whole ex­
ports of the island at that time did not amount to five millions sterling, and the 
imports of lawful merchandize, as given by the Custom-house Returns, exceeded 
that sum; so that, even if we make every allowance in supposing the value of 
imports overstated, and of exports the contrary, still it will be impossible to 
come to any other conclusion than this, that the number of Africans intro­
duced was decreasing per annum, from natural causes, of a sufficient number 
having been brought to supply the demand. To show how impossible it was 
for the island to bear such a drain, I enclose further a Return of the amount 
of exports and imports during the last 20 years, which will present so even. 
a balance as to put it out of the question that so large a number could 
be introduced year after year, as by some persons has been supposed. 
20,000 were introduced per annum for a few years, as for investment it .llUlSiIIl1:a! 

be done by foreign capital, and the effects would be felt in an , U\'Il~1!!B 
production. This has been the fact, but meanwhile the price of 
production, sugar and coffee, have both fallen, so that 
scarcely half of what it was formerly, and coffee pllan~~~r.a 
unproductive as to be almost abandoned; I \":"""!"~"'!l;, ";~ 
of slaves had come to almost the utmost 
have been found continuing to 
appointed governor, to arrest,_=.""",,,,,,,,, 
events indicatea. If the 
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continued to be brought, according to this supposition the price would have fallen, The Right H01~, 
and then the question would be, could t.he. dealers afford. the .slaves at lower Y;scount 

I I · I I [ d tl th d ltd Prtlrme?\ltu77, ~!. 1'. prices? t lInk t ley cou c not; an lIS IS e sec-on mqmry sugges e . , 
Second, that the profits of the trade were much overstated. All persons are apt 19 March 184 U' 
to boast much of their gains, but the slave dealers more especially, as a triumph 
over the cruisers, and even the Government of England, as well as to console 
themselves for the discredit they could not but feel attached to their trade. Thus 
we hear of a few fortunate individuals who have formerly amassed fortunes in it, 
but of the many who have lost fortune and life in it we hear little or nothing; 
vet I am satisfied that there are many such, and that on the whole the trade here 

, has not been, latterly, a productive one. One proof of this is, that the insur­
allce offices lost so much on the policies of slave vessels that it is nearly 10 years 
since they resolved to take none on them on any terms whatever. But calcula­
tions may be safely made to show this from their own statements. The price of 
a slave on the coast may be only from 5 to 25 dollars, but the expenses of ag'en­
cies and factories are necessarily great, besides those of bringing them. The 
more difficult is the embarkat.ion, the more and better-paid agent, must be em­
ployed, and well paid to be kept faithful to their employers, when it would be 
so completely in their power, if they pleased to act dishonestly, to set them 
altogether at defiance. I have heard it said that each slave costs the dealer 100 
dollars, by the amount of these expenses, with those of bringing' them. If half 
are captured, then each slave landed here may be said to have cost 200 dollars, 
and the average price for the cargo round may not perhaps be obtained more 
than 400 dollars per head. This would still be an immense profit, if no bad 
debts were incurred, as very often is the case; but if tbe dealers are further 
liable to these, and to hav·e a third or a half of' those brought seized by the 
Govcrnment, or 50 dollars per head charged for the fee to the ea ptain-general, then 
the remaining profit certain ly wou J d not com pensatc for the risk run of utter loss. 
It seems to me, therefore, that the trade is in a most depressed state, because the 
profits have been so much reduced as to make it unadvisable for any to engag'e 
in it, except they were persons like Don Julian Zl1lueta, forming· themselves ) 
new plantations, and desirous of obtaining slaves fl)r themselves at 1tbe lowest 
rates, and not as speculators for sale. Even if they lost two-thirds of those they 
had bought on the COllst, they would be thus obtaining the remainder at a less 
price than importers by trade conld afford to sell them at, taking the usual 
brokerage and chances ofrepayment into consideration. At present there is less 
demand for slaves than there was at this ti me of the last year. The newspapers 
have been full of advertisements for them to be sold or hired out in bodies for 
the season, whereas I have not seen one of any required, as was often the case 
last year, and even in the t.i me of General Valdes. Neither has the price for 
slaves or for labour ],isen since the last year; and this and the other considera­
tions before mentioned bring me to the conclusion, that the slave trade is in a 
uepressed state not only on account of the blockade, but also on account of the 
dealers not being therefore able to afford slaves at such prices as to meet the 
wants of the planters at the present rates of produce. If the s!<l\·e trade were 
again set free, and the planters could get them, as they then mig'ht, at one third 
OJ' one fourth of the present prices, the numbers might be taken, perhaps, even 
20,000 or 25,000 per annum, for some years, till the nnmber was found sufficient 
to check further importations. The high price tben is and must be a check to 
the trade, and this high price is owing' to the blockade of the coast. In my last 
annual report, dated 1 January 1848, and a former aile, 1 informed your Lord­
ship that though lately a larger demand for slave labol1\' had arisen on account of 
the higher price of sugar, yet this demand had been met by a supply of negroes 
from abandoned coffee plantations, to the number then estimated of about 30,000. 

then I learn there has been a return made to this government of the 
so transferred to sugar estates, estimated at 38,000. This supply I should 

,It~.~4eB.fol· theneCE:ssities of some to come. The extraordinary demand 
np,~,.,,'f1i,nO" for more labourers, was no doubt on 

~!!~~1~~~.II.i{P]ric4~ with the present it must 
to be 
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year, 184'9, will fall even 30 per cent. below those of the past. S uch being the 
case, as there are several estates on which they do not grind at all this season, 
and all from 20 to 30 per cent. less than before, the requirement of labour is so 

19 March 1849. much less, and the quantity that sufficed for the last will be quite sufficient for 
the present. Thus, then, may be accounted fo], the fact that there is less de­
mal'ld even now for labour than there was a year since; and perhaps no great 
demand will arise for years to come, for the same reason. As far as can be 
judged, the best-informed merchants ·seem to think that the price of sugar will 
not again materially rise, and that this island has already attained the utmost 
that, under the present circumstances, it is likely to produce. ·With the pre­
sent prices the planters cannot afford to gi ve large sums for labour, and they c 

must economise with what they have. In this they have also another supply 
beyond what the abandoned coffee estates afforded, namely, from the numbers 
forl1lerly employed in the manufacture of tobacco and cigars. Much as has 
been the falling off in respect of remuneration for sugar, the fall in the tobacco 
trade is as remarkable. Of 20,000 persons estimated to have been employed 
in this city in the manufacture of cigars, it is said that half are now out 
of employment; and this circumstance, if it be true, and if it continue, must 
lower the rate of prices for labour generally, and give, if required, verhaps 
several thousand labourers for the estates. The exports from Havana and 
Matanzas, which in 1847 amounted to 1,006,767 boxes of sugar, and 106,904 
quintals of coffee, in the past year have amounted to 1,000,341 boxes of 
sugar, and 31,673 quintals of coffee, there being five boxes of sugar and 
22 k quintals of coffee to the ton. In 1847 there were exported from Ha­
vana 19,368 quintals of leaf tobacco, which was less than half the quan­
tity exported in 1846. But in the past year the exports have fallen still 
further, to 13,508 quintals. Of cigars, in 1847 were exported hence 198,268 
bundles of 1,000 each, which was one-fifth more than in former years; but 
during the last year the exports have fallen to their former average, 150,729 
bundles, with tbe prospect of this depression continuing. I conclude from these 

c facts that tltere is not that incentive for an increase of slave trade existing in 
the higher price and call for slave labour which would cause it to be continued 
against the risk of losses felt in late years. If the blockade were abandoned, 
and slaves procured at a quarter, a third, or even one half the present prices, it 
would be renewed unquestionably to as frig'htful an extent as ever. From my 
knowledge of this community, I feel myself warranted in saying that no other 
than coercive measures will suffice to keep the trade suppressed. They think 
much of gain, but only of present gain, and they have not the slightest scruples 
in carrying it on. There are a few advocates for the suppression of the 
trade, and a few even for the suppression of slavery itself; but there are very 
few indeed, and it may be doubted whether they would hold true to their 
opinions in case the alternative were offered them. The great body of the 
people have not the slightest sense of any injustice perpetrated in the trade. It 
seems to me therefore idle to think for a moment of its being ever to be put down 
by other means. In addition to the return of the exports and imports during 

• A N the last 20 years, I also submit to your Lordship an account of the revenue of the Flde .'10 pp. o. 1. 
(F.) island, as affording means to judge of its capabilities, and to gather the prospects 

of increase of production and inducements to carryon the slave trade, if the 
planters should find it worth their while to extend their cultivations, either by 
a rise in the price of sugar, or what is the same thing, a lowering of the price o.f 
labour, which would follow on the slave trade being opened to them again, so. 
that they could produce sugar at a greater profit. In the despatch, No.. 14, o.f 
1847, dated the 9th March of that year, I gave your Lordship an acco.unt o.f 
a new estate, formed by Don Julian Zulueta, which was expected to produoe 
10,000 boxes of sugar during the year. Of this. estate I am enabled D,0.W" 
to give the following further particulars: it is named the Alava, sit .... ~? 
in the neighbourhood of Cardanas; it is formed o.f 60 
acres) of land, of which 33 caballerias are laid o.ut in cane;. ... L __ 

3 arid, and 7 occupied in buildings and roads. Iii 
which give 50 pails of syrup per day, at a heat in .lalaUlIQ'. 
and April of 10 §, 11; each caballeria gi 
last year, 1848, the produce exported WaBJ 

yellow, 312 cacurncho, 600 mtlSCII)¥ELaO'.'·IIU,~lIII 
number of loaves being at tIle l'01~~!lt,a 

r: 
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28 caballerias of cane gTound, and this year, 1849, they have of molasses 1,500 The Right HOIl. 
. f '1 Viscount hogsheads. The body of labourers is represented. to consIst 0 380 utI es o.r 

b 
Palmerston, 1r:C. P., 

slaves, 35 Asiatics, and 200 creoles of 10 years and under. The last num er IS 
evidently false, and to be understood of the later introduction of slaves in July mI 9 March 1849. 
last, the cargo then brought being well known to have previously consisted of 
children. There are said to be, on the average, 25 sick in the infirmary. On 
the estate are 90 carts and 170 yokes of oxen, and the buildings are on the best 
scale, the whole lighted with gas, sufficient [or 5,000 lights, but in general they 
use 60; the apparatus in England cost 240 l., and the bringing' and placing it 
600 I.; it has 20 feet diameter, 12 of height, 3 retorts, and corresponding con-

~ denser and purifier. I have been led to give these details because the former 
account referred to has been :pronounced fabulous by one of the monthly pub­
lications of London; but it is to be observed that there are ::;everal others in the 
island as colossal; one, for instance, belonging to the Conde de Penalver, another 
to the Condesa de Reunion, one to Don F. Diago, and others. The Conde de 
Fernandina has lately formed one, the -Agiilca, which it is said will be the largest in 
the island, as the works are on the most improved scale,and the annual produce cal­
culatf'd at 14,000 boxes of sugar; the alava of Don Julian Zulueta, this season is 
ollly calculated to produce 6,000 boxes, on account of the drought oflast year, but 
in general years at 10,000 boxes, which at 15 dollars a box would be 150,000 
dollars, or 30,000 l. sterling per annum. As a general computation, it is stated 
here, in the last number of the Memoirs of the Royal Economic Society of 
Havana, that an estate with 150 negroes to putting it in a state to produce 
2,000 boxes of sugar, may have cost its proprietor 140,000 dollars, and there­
upon giving' a value of 40,000 dollars to that crop; and considering that with 
proper management 15,000 dollars will suffice for the expenses, a net surplus 
remains of 25,000 dollars, which is about 18 per cent. Could the slaves be 
bought at reduced prices, the profit would be accordingly greater; from these 
considerations the inference seems to me, that the least relaxatic.n of the present 
system of prevention of slave trade would be eagerly taken advantage-of, for 
the prosecution of those gains of which I have given these details. Tolle planters .-, 
are actively intent on the promotion of their interests; they are proceeding with 
unremitting' assiduity t.o obtain the best machinery, and carryon their works 
under the best systems they can learn; meanwhile the Government is also aiding 
them by going on with equal pace in promoting' the prosperity of the island ; 
coals are not only admitted free of duty, but the vessels bringing them are 
admitted at a reduced tonnage duty; public works on all sides are wisely carried 
on; new roads and bridges are in course of construction in every direction; and 
railroad companies encouraged and supported; harbours are improved and 
opened to trade, so that both internal and coasting commuuications are facili­
tated. Three lighthouses on the coasts are now building; public instruction is 
much attended to, especially a branch lately established for engineers; better 
municipal regulations also are formed for public convenience; but above. all, 
the administration of the government under the Conde de Alcoy, the present 
Captain-general, influencing of course every tribunal and subordinate authority, 
is placed, in a remarkable manner, on a footing which, if it be continued so for a 
few years, cannot fail to give this island the fullest means of developing all the 
advantages it possesses. If the slave trade were opened to them again, the 
people here would enter into it with an unscrupulousness in which the English 
colonies could not compete with them; and the ruin therefore of the latter 
would be complete and immediate." '*' 

28. That is presuming that the local government of Cuba connives at the in­
VOQU~D'I()D of slaves into the island ?-From this I should infer that they rather 
di8leou,ras~e it. 

r. Kennedy's report ?-Yes. 
,_ ..... _... if the squadron were withdrawn the introduction of slaves 

~~~1(l.1-Yes. 
'-'.181.~ that ~e local government of Cuba conni vee 

be 
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32. Mr. Gladstone.j Has not the local government of Cuba usually pursued 
one of' two courses, either, when it has been honest, if I may use the term in 
respect of the slave trade, discountenancing it altogether, or when it has not 
been honest in re.gard to it, taxing it in the form off'ee;; ?-There have been those 
two extremes, and there has been a middle conrse, where the governor has. to a 
certain degTee discouraged it, to keep up an appearance of fulfilling the orders 
received from Spain; but has connived at it, and taken fees, while he could do 
it, as he thought, without exposure. 

33· If the blockading squadron were removed, does your Lordship think tlJat 
the local government of Cuba, presuming it to be perfectly honest, could prevent 
the introduction of slaves into the island ?-I should think it could. r 

34. If on the other hand the blockading squadrofl were removed, and t)le local 
government of Cuba were not honest, do you think the local goverument ()f Cuba 
would take ad vantage of the increased facility for their introduction to impose a 
higher tax upon it, in the shape of augment.ed fees r-I should think that they 
probably, in that case, would fix their duty upon the principle of procuring the 
highest revenue; that they would take as high a duty as would gi ve them the 
largest produce. 

35. Sir E. Buxton.] Has the Government received any information as to the 
present price of slaves in Cuba ?-I have no doubt that I could furnish it, but 
1 have not got it here. 

36. Have you any knowledge whether of those slaves that have lately been 
imported, the nurnber of males greatly preponderates over the number off'emales? 
-It is almost impossible to obtain' such detailed reports, because it is very diffi­
cult to get information even as to the fact of a cargo being landed. It is not 
easy to know even the total number that have been landed. 

3i. But the general information that the Government have received, tends to 
show that the number of males does in fact greatly prepouderate over the num­
ber of females ?-I believe that there is no question that the numbcl' of males is 
far greatercthan that of females in the imported cal'goes. 

3?l. Does not your Lordship, therefore, think that probably in a very few 
years the number of deaths of males must lead to a renewal of the slave trade, 
-if the present exportation of sugar be kept up ?-.'\ssuming that which cannot 
be doubted, that the negro population consists of a much larger proportion of 
males than of females, it is certainly obvious that, supposing the importation 
stopped for a few years, the annual mortality would reduce the number of 
labourers. What the consequences of that might be as regards the renewal of 
the slave trade, would of course depend upon other circumstances. 

39. Chairman .] You stated to the Committee that the captures made by our 
squadron on the coast of Africa in 1848 have increased considerably over the 
number of captures made in the preceding' year, 1847 ?-Yes. 
> 40. Have you reason to believe that the number of slaves deported fJ"Om the 
coast of Africa, and carried across the ocean, has diminished in anything like the 
same proportion?- I have no information at present as to the number of slaves 
that have been 'carried this year across. I wrote not long ago to Mr. Hudson, 
to desire him to obtain the best account he could of the number supposed to 
have been introduced into Brazil in the year 1848, Lut that I have not at pre­
sent any means of stating. 

41. How soon may that despatch be expected ?-I am afraid not for some 
time; thc communications are very slow between Brazil and this country. 

42. Have you any iuformation with respect to the value of slaves during the 
past 12 month;; in the market ?-Yes, I c0uld give that; but I cannot state it 
off-hand. 

43. Generally speaking, do you know whether the price has been mIUnIQldltJe,fJ..~_ 
or whether it has fallen ofr?-I will send the Committee a 
prices of this year and last year, both in Cuba and Brazil ; that 
thail speaking from memory. 

44. Have you any reason to suppose that the colD'$ 
has not. suffered during the past 12 months, with otm~ .... 
commercilll affairs of the world ?-I su",,,,,,,,,<1","', 
sa;ll~ causes that have acted upon 

45. And ifso, it would be a . 
taltto, diminished? - Yes, 

• 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON CfHE SLAVE TRADE. 

from Mr. Kennedy; that the fall in the price of ~ugar in Cuba has led to a 
diminution in the demand for slaves. 

46. Mr. M. Milnes.] Can your Lordship tell us whether any measures have 
been taken, since you last gave evidence before this Committee, for the encou­
ragement of trade with the coast of Africa ?-The only encouragement that can 
be given is the security afforded by the presence of our cruisers, and the multi­
plication of treaties with native chiefs, binding' them to abandon the slave trade, 
and to take to legitimate tl"affic. 

47. Do you consider that those treaties have been generally adhered to by the 
persons who have unde them ?~I believe they have. 

48. Do you look forward to a considerable increase of legitimate trade with 
those countries in consequel1ce of those treaties ?- My belief is, that if the slave 
trade could be @ntirely put down there would be a very great increase of legiti­
mate trade with the coast of Africa; the natives are much in want of commodities 
with which we can furnish them, and they possess very ample means of paying for 
them in commodities which we require. I should state, with reference to the 
last question but one, that the chief of the Gallinas was found lately to have broken 
his treaty, and that the commodore ordered hostile proceedings to be taken 
against him, the details of which we have not yet received; but he has estab­
lished a blockade upon that part of the coast which is under the rule of that 
chief. 

49. Earl of Lincoln.] In answer to the first question from the Honourable 
Chairman, your Lordship replied, that there had been no chang'e of policy on 
the part of the British Government with regard to the slave trade since the 
Committee made its Report last year. 'Would your Lordship have the kind­
ness to state whether any additional steps, or any other measures have been 
adopted by the Government in consequence of the Report of the Committee, 
which urged upon the immediate attention of the Government the difficulties 
and embarrassments which attach to the present position of the subject ?-We 
have felt that the great mass of the slave trade was directed to Brazil, and that 
consequently the main object was to induce Brazil to co-operate with us for pre·~ 
venting her subjects from trading' in slaves, and we have been in c6mmunication 
with the Brazilian g'overnment . 

.so. In all other respects then, excepting the negotiation for a treaty, which 
your Lordship has already stated you have some reason to expect may produce 
some results, the Committee, we presume, is to understand that the subject 
remains mueh in the same position as it did when the Committee was sitting 
l&st year ?-Y es ; our object has been to multiply treaties with the native chiefs, 
to induce them to abandon the trade, and to persuade Brazil to give Us a treaty 
which would enable us to propose to Parliament to repeal the Act of 1845, which 
they wish to get rid of. 

51. Mr. Gladstolle.] Has the treaty which your Lordship contemplates as not 
unlikely, or as possible, to be entered into with Brazil, reference simply to 
the matters which are affected by the Act of 1845 ?-'iVhat we have state'd to 
the Brazilian government is, that if they will conclude with us a treaty similar 
to that which Portugal concluded in 1842, we should be quite ready to deal with 
the Act of 1845 as the Government of 1842 dealt with the Act of 1839, which 
was passed with regard to the Portuguese slave trade. 

52. Chairman.] That is to repeal the Act?-Yes, to propose to Parliament to 
repeal it. 

53. Mr. Gladstone.] Would the enactment of such a treaty with Brazil do all 
that your Lordship conceives to be necessary in conjunction with the present system 
.tor the suppression of tlw slave trade in Brazil ?-I think it might be necessary 
Ito-havc, in the treaty with Brazil, some provision bearing upon local circum­
sfflnces which would be different from those in the treaty with Portugal. 

Dees your Lordship think that the provisions which you have in your 
uHt liS Brazil would agree to ?-That I cannot tell; we are waiting 
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views and inclinations ?-1 do not like to answer for other people's inclinations 
and intentions. 

57. There is some light thrown upon the subject by past experience, is there 
not ?-I am quite satisfied that what the Brazilians would wish would be that 
we should repeal the Act of 1845, withOlat substituting anything for it; and the 
nearer that they could bring us to that the more pleased they would be. . 

58. Does your Lordship think, that if the treaties which we already have WIth 
respect to those slaves who have been surreptitiously introduced into Brazil were 
fulfilled, that would be of great effect towards the suppression of the slave trade ?-, 
That question relates rather to a law, I apprehend, of Brazil, than to a stipulation 
of treaty. By the treaty of 1826, the Brazilian government pledged itself that any 
slave trade carried on directly or indirectly by any 13razilian subject, should be 
deemed and treated as piracy. The emperor moreover passed a law, according 
to which any negro brought in and landed in Brazil after a specified date, 
should be ipso facto free. No doubt if that law were enforced, a very large pro­
portion of the negroes now held in slavery in Brazil would be restored to that 
freedom which by the law of Brazil is their right. 

59. Does your Lordship consider that England is entitled by the treaty to 
demand the execution of that order ?--England is entitled to demand from Brazil 
a full and complete fulfilment of its treaty engagements. 

60. Sir E. Buxton.] Under the law of Brazil slave trading is piracy, you 
were understood to say, at present ?--No; it ought to be piracy according to 
the treaty, but the law promulgated does not declare it to be piracy; it attaches 
very heavy punishments to all parties engaged in the slave trade: the man who 
buys on the African coast; the man who lands a slave; the man who buys a 
slave in Brazil; all persons engaged in any way in the adventure. 

61. Do you consider that by our treaty we have a claim to demand that it 
shall be treated as piracy? -1 think we have, because that is the literal and plain 
engagement of the government of Brazil. 

62. Does your Lordship think that there is any hope that the Brazilian 
,g'overnment would give us the power to punish slave trading as piracy?-1 do 
not apprehenEl that the Brazilian government would give us the power of dealing 
with their subjects as pirates. 1 should think that all they would do, would be 
to engage, by their own laws, to be executed by their own tribunals, to inflict 
such punishment as the crime of piracy might deserve. 

63. Does your Lordship suppose, if the Spaniards were to fulfil honourably 
their engagements with us, that in Cuba also as well as in Brazil, a great num­
ber of persons now kept in slavery would be set free ?-What 1 have said with 
regard to Brazil applies ,also to Cuba; for there is a Spanish law to the same 
effect as the Brazilian law which 1 have mentioned, namely, purporting that 
every negro brought into Cuba after a specified date, should be ipso facto free; 
there can be no doubt that there must be in Cuba a great number of negroe 
who are illegally held in bondage. 

64. Are you aware whether it is easy to distinguish a newly-imported negro 
from one who has been born in the colony?-I believe perfectly easy for per­
sons accustomed to see negroes for a certain time after their importation; I do 
not know how long the traces take to be obliterated. 

65. If, therefore, the Spanish government were honestly determined to liberate 
all those who were illegally imported, they would have no difficulty in dis­
tinguishing at least a great number of them ?-If they would consent to the 
establishment of a mixed commission for the purpose of examining negroes 
brought before them, I apprehend such commission would have no difficulty in 
nine cases out of ten. 

66. Mr. Gladstone.] Your Lordship was understood to state that there was a 
considerable party in Brazil opposed to the continuance of the slave trade 1-1 
stated that there was a party rising. 

67. A rising party?-Yes, a growing party. 
68. Your Lordsbip believes that that party is on the increas~1 ...... 1 

I cannot say that it is a considerable party at present. 
69. Does your Lordship consider that the $ystem of tnP,~jhl:A, 

slave trade has a tendency to enlist aU tnE~.dlI~t~~,~ 
of the slave-trading party ? ..... NQt witb. 
constitute the anti-slavery body. I am 
as the supPQrt of their pripoipl~ 
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70 • Does your Lordship .thin.k that wi~h reference, not to ~ersons already 
enlisted by their preposs~sslOn III the. antI-s~avery party, b~t .wlth refe:ence to 
public sentiment in BraZIl, the publIc sentImer:t III BraZIl IS more .lIkely to 
incline to the continuance of the slave trade, whIle the system of forCIble sup­
pression continues, than after it should have bee? aban~oned ?-My belief is, 
that that notion may be put forward by persons III BraZil who are themselves 
engaged, and have an interest in the slav~ trade, but I. do not belje~e that that 
national feeling has any real effect. I belIeve the questIOn upon whIch the con­
duct and opinions of the Brazilians chiefly turn is the practicability or the im­
practicability of continuing the trade. 

") i1. Mr. Cardwell.] It has been represented that there already exists in Brazil 
a great apprehension of diffi,culty from the increase in the number of slaves, and 
that if the squadron were withdrawn there would probably be so great a fear on 
the part of the Brazilians of a still further large increase in the number of slaves, 
that for their own safety they would take effectual measures to suppress it; does 
your Lordship think that that representation is at all consistent with the truth ?-
1 do not attach any value to that argument. It is very probable that there is 
a great apprehension of danger from an increase of negroes, in the minds of 
those who are not themselves directly to benefit by the importation; but they 
are a passive part of the population; and my belief is, that the expectation of 
gain on the part of merchants who import slaves, and of landowners who buy 
them, would lead to exertions that would entirely overrule any precautionary 
measures that might be suggested by that other class of persons to whom I have 
alluded. 

72. Viscount Brackley.] Your Lordship spoke of a penal law having been 
passed by Spain, which was highly efficacious. Do you think that if Brazil 
could be induced to pass such a law, public opinion in Brazil would allow of 
its being enforced, so as to be of any use 1- Yes; I should think that if the 
Brazilian legislature passed a law, attaching adequate punishment to slave trade, 
and if the government were sincerely bent upon carrying that law into execution, 
it would be sufficiently enforced to produce the effect desired. , 

73. Sir E. Buxton.] With respect to Brazil and Cuba too, does ydur Lordship 
suppose that, considering it is the interest of those countries to maintain the 
slave trade, there is any hope, that at any future time, they will be induced, 
from their moral feeling, to put it down; that is, that a sort of moral feeling 
will arise in those countries that will induce them to put it down 1-1 should 
think so. I think that if you could once effectually stop the slave trade, other 
habits and other interests would Tise up, and that the governments of those 
countries, having got into the habit of faithfully executing their treaties, those 
treaties would be effectual. There is another effect that is produced by the 
stoppage of the slave trade, which is a great improvement in the condition of 
the slaves; the masters would be obliged to take better care of them; they 
would encourage the breeding of slaves upon their estates, and they would g'et 
a supply of labour by natural means, and their slaves would become more like 
the peasantry of a country where serfage exists. 

i4. But do you entertain the hope that they will be induced by their moral 
feelings to put down the slave trade, provided our cruisers are withdrawn ?-No, 
I think certainly not: that moral feeling does not exist now, and it could only 
be the result of a complete suppression of the trade, which suppression I myself 
do not think could be effected if the cruisers were withdrawn. 

75. We understood that in the letter you read from Mr. Kennedy, it was 
stated that at present there is no anti -slavery feeling in Cuba, or almost I10ne ;­
-There is no statement in the despatch which I read of the existence of an anti­
gla:ver'v feeling, but there is no doubt that there does exist in Cuba a consider-

who are desirous that the slave trade should be put down; we have 
_.'., ...... -pro ed addTessses and representations made iII former years to the 

'I;~~t.:,~; ~amdllhat party eonsists of owners of existing estates, who 
I brought ineo cultivation, to come into competition with 
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slaves, will, in any short time hence, be predominant in Cuba, so that from 
having ,that influence they co'tlld put down the slave trade ?-1 would not found 
any expectation upon that; I believe that party consists chiefly of Spanish 
settlers; and those who are most active in encouraging the slave trade are the 
American settlers, who have boug'ht land, and wish to bring new land into cul­
tivation, or extend the cultivation of existing estates. 

Luna, 26° die Martii, 1849. 
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Sir Edward . Buxton. 
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Mr. Hutt. 

WILLIAM HUTT, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR • 

. Commander Charles 'Pilson Riley, H. N., called in; and Examined. 

78. Chairman.] YOU are a Commander in the Royal Navy ?-I am. 
79· You have ' been reeently employed on the African station ?-Yes; I left 

that station in January of this year. 
80. What vessel did you command ?-The "Star." 
81. "What description of vessel is that ?-One of the eight-gun sloops. 
82. In what part of the coast of ,\frica were you stationed 1-1n the Bight of 

Benin. 
83. Was ~our station confined to the Bight of Benin ?-Entirely. 
~4. How long did you command the" Star" on that part of the coast ?-Frum 

May 1848 to January last. 
85. That was about nine months. From what cause did you come home so 

soon ?-1 was not well for the first fortnight or three weeks of my being on the 
coast; and then there were some family affairs that required me to leave. 

86. Did the. state of your health enable you to make accurate observations of 
the operations of the slave trade ?-Pel'fectly so. 

87. Was the slave trade carried on with activity in that part of the coast at 
which YOll were stationed ?-It became very active ab<:ut the months of October, 
November, and December 1848. 

88. Did you make many captures ?--1 took two vessels only. 
89. Were they loaded with slaves ?-No, they were empty; I seized them 

under the Equipmelijt Act. 
~o. You made no capture of vessels loaded with slaves ?-No; the traffic in­

creases there in the last three months of the year, on account of the beach being 
at that time better for shipment. III those months they have what is called a 
good beacb. . 

91. During those montbs the slave trade i>; in the state of the greatest activity? 
-Yes. 

92. Have you reason to believe that many slave trade vessels were successful 
in carrying off their cargoes from that part of the coast 1-1 will state the num­
ber 0f vessels that were cnptured during the time I was there by the division, which 
consisted of one steamer and four sailing vessels. 

93. That was the wliole of the squadron on that part of the coast? 
the whole of the divi~lOn of tlie Bight of Benin; 10 vessels were 
under the Equipment Act, and seven v~sels which were full; and 
condemned. 

94. That was in nine months?-Yes. 
95. Had yon been previously on the 
96. Have you reason to believe 

captured ?-No; my 0 . 

if we had had ~team veSSe.uUI11steao'f.i 
with five steamers I would 

c 
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97. Aloll CJ the whole coast ?-Along the entire Dight of Denin, fi'om Cape St. 
Paul's to C;pe Formosa, wbich is the division of the Big'ht of Benin; that is an 
extent of between 300 and 400 miles. 

98. Are you of opinion t!lat slea,mers are U1?re effective than ~ailing vess.el.s in 
~ suppressing the slave t.rade r-Dec~dedly; I wdl give my reasons tor that 0rullon. 

Formerlv we had but IOddferent salling vessels on the coast, and those employed 
in the srave trade had also indifferent vessels; since then we have employed tbe 
best sailing vessels that we have in the navy, and the consequence is that we 
have driven them to build a superior class of vessels; such vessels for sailing 
qualities you will not find among the Cowes yachtE, so that with our weight of 
metal we cannot compete with them; but if we had steamers we cou ld walk up to 
ihd capture them, and they coulJ not get in to ship their slaves; the movements 
of the steamers would be quicKer also. I chased one, the" Curioso;" she rail 
me from daylight to dark; I lost sigbt of ber in the dark; I callght sight of bel' 
again two days afterwards, and after seven hOlll's chase I captured her; she was 
empty; a steamer would have had that veE-sel in two boul's. 1 got sight of 
another vessel, the "l{aspane ;" she was built to beat every vessel under Sir 
Charles Hotham's command. I caught sight of her at seven o'c lock in the morn­
ing, and chased her. Her captain was so satisfied of her sailing qualities, and that 
no vessel could beat her, that in my view he stood into Whydah, and landed the 
supercargo to order the slaves; they made signals for him to stand off, which he 
disregarded. I was reaching towards her with a light royal breeze; when I com­
menced the chase she was to \\ indward of me, and at about 11 a change of wind 
threw her rather to leeward of me, and I captured her at three o'clock; but for 
that change of wind, I question whether I should have taken her; when I got on 
board, I never saw anything so beautiful; she was just ott" the stocks. To give an 
idea of her power of sailing, I may state that she was 24 days from Bahia to 
Whydah, an unrecorded passage. 

99. Admiral Bowles.] What was her tonnage ?-10,'1 tons. 
100. Earl of Lincoln.] Where was sbe builtr- At Bahia; she had a crew of 

25 men, and she handled her sails and everything as well as the best equipped 
man-of-war could. " 

10 I. Chairman.] You have stated that you have reason to believe that very few 
vessels got away with a cargo uuring the time YOll were on the coastr-That is Illy 
impression, from the information we got; and we get information fi-om merchant 
vessels lyinp; at the different ports along the coast. 

}02. Your observation was not applied exclusively to the station on which you 
were employed, namely, the llight of Benin, but to the whole line of coast?­
No; I applied it to the Bight of Benin, to which my knowledge extends. 

103. Do you think tbat if steam vessels were employed instead of sailing 
vessels, the blockade would be effectual along the whole line of the coast of 
Africa ?-I applied my remark decidedly to the Bight of Benin. To the south­
ward of the line sailing vessels would answer almost as well, with here and there 
a steamer, and I ~' ill give the reason: during the rainy season we have generally 
ill the Bight of Benin a good topgallant breeze; the wind is from west to south­
west; tbis is a wind "hich enables vessels to run in upon the coast, and it will 
carry them dear of Cape Formosa. Now to the southward it is not so ; they have 
very light winds, and the boats of the cruisers are more effective than ours are; 
in fact we cannot send our boats on service, except from the latter end of October 
to the end of February; then they are very serviceable. 

1°4. Are the sailing vessels which are now employed to the southward of the 
line etfective in cOlllpleting the blockade ?-I think they are generally effective; 
but you want more steamers there than you have. 1 should withdraw some of 
the sailing: vessels to the southward, and substitute steamers. 

10.). Did Dot I understand you to say that sailing vessels would do as well as 
to the soutb of the line ?- Almost as well; but where there is a force 

111~ have two of those steamers; hut l would have all steam 

Cnmmt1ncier 
C. W. Rilr'v, It, N. 

20 March 184D. 



Commander 
q. W. Riley, R. N. 

o 26 March 1849, 

:Ml~UrES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFOHE THE 
tI 

J 08. Has not the slave trade been carried on very actively south of the line, 
notwithstanding the vessels that have beell employed in the blockade there 1-
Heport says so; but a great nUfllber of vessels bave been taken. I see ~aptain 
Matson makes an observation of the number of vessels that he took In three 
years: the" Styx" took 27 in the twelvemonth; he took 40 in the three years. t 

That shows the comparison between stearn and sailing ve~sels. . . 
] 09. Would not the employment of steam boats on the part of the BrItIsh 

Government lead to the employment of steam boats on the part of the slave 
traders ? -They could not get the coals which would be necessary for steam 
vessels. We here and there find a screw steamer; they haye sent four over, all 
of which have been captured. (' 

110. Do vou believe those are the only vessels that have been sent ?-I believe 
it is almost an ascertained fact that they have had none but those four. 

111. I have before me a letter which is printed in the" Anti-Slavery Reporter >, 

of the 1st of March in this year, dat,ed Rio de Janeiro, lind in which there is this 
statement: "A steamer of large dimensions, intended to carry out 2,000 slaves, 
is building , on the Bragan'za side, and is to be launched in two or three months." 
That would seem, Sllprosing this statement to be correct, which I bave reason to 
believe that it is, as if the hopes of the slave traders of the efficiency of steam 
Goats were not entirely exploded ?-I should imagine that is only a report. If 
they have a steamer of that size, she certainly will be captured. 

112. On her first voyag-e ?-We shall know that she i!) coming, and a steamer 
will be sent to look after her. 

1 J 3. Mr. Jackson.] Surrosing she had sufficient power to beat the steamers 
which Wt have out there, she might escape them ?-Weare sending out very fast 
steamers. 

114. But steamers which were considered swift a few months ago, running 14 
miles an hour, are considered slow now: when steamers are built to run between 
Dublin and Holyhead 18 miles an hOllr, and they having the advantage of having 
no heavy metal, ·how would you capture them ?-They would not be able to get 
fuel on the coast for vessels of such lar.ge dimensions. 

] IS. "essels carry sufficient coals across the Atlantic; why could not those 
vessels carry sufficient coals?-The vessels going across the Atlantic have to coal 
for the return voyage. 

116. Supposing they came under canvas, and took the coals for the return 
voyage ?-The chances are, if they came to the coast, they would be captured if 
they were unver canvas. You cannot form an idea of the vigilance of the squadron 
unless you have been among them; there is great zeal in the service. 

117. Chairman.] They would have a difficulty in obtaining coals?-Yes; our 
vessels go to Fernando Pu for coals; they would have to get them on board on 
the coast; with all onr means it takes us some days to coal a steamer. 

I) 8. Do not you think the slave traders wauld beat you in the rapidity with 
which they would coal their vessels ?-Decidedly not; we have established· 
dep6ts. 

11g. Mr. Jackson.] Do you mean to say that it is not possible for them to 
land coals on the coast of Africa without parties knowing for what purpose they 
were sent there, and to reship them within a certain period of time, to be used on 
hoard the steamer ?-The steamer must go in for that purpose, and our cruisers 
woulcllook in and see her there, and would capture her while she was coaling. 

120. That is supposing that your vessels saw her; but your vessels cannot be 
everywhere at the same time?-They are very vigilant. 

12). Sir E. Buxton.] You mean to say that the coaling of those swift steamers 
would take a considerable time, and that if that were attempted, the vessel would 
be captured wbile she was coaling?-Yes. 

1 :22. Mr. Jackson.] Do you kno\\l how long it takes to coal a vessel in 
-I do not. 

123. Do you know that it is done in a few hours, to enable , ... ' . .. 'L .... _ 
the voyage from Aden to Ceylon ?-No. I am aware how 
steamers where we have everything to assist us. At 
e\'ery advantage of smooth water, and are close in 
for a small steamer to complete her ~~'~""';:;" 

I 24. Chairman.] Do not you tI 
traders would enable them to load h~IJ'~,p.IiI_ 
say ljecidediy not; \\llen yon 
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water, and they would have to contend with the surf along the coast; for instance, 
along the entire Bight of Benin we have one perpetual sllrf along the beach. 

125. Mr.J(lckson.] There is a very heavy roll there?-Yes, which would 
retard the 5hipl1lent of coal sometimes for three or four days. ~ 

J 26. How many tons of coal do you ti:lke in in the four days ?-I did not COOl­
n mand a steamer, and therefore cannot say. 

127. You are not thcn speaking of your own knowledge 7-Yes; the" Firefly" 
was under my command when I sent her from the Bight to coal, and four days 
was the shortest time she took in getting the coal on board. 

128. Can you state to the Committee what quantity of coal she took on board? 
-No; not being in the command of a steam vessel, I never took the trouble to 
Inquire into that. 

129. You cannot state w bether she was employed all the time in taking in coal? 
'-Yes; for the commander of the vessel, when she retHroed, brought a log which 
I bad to present to the commodore, and I know the number of hours they were 
employed cOi:lling' the vessel. They are employed from the time they enter as 
long as there is day-light; they work from six to six, with the exception of half 
an hour for breakfast, an hour for dinner, and half an hOllr for supper, and it 
takes them four days. 

130. Sir E. Buxton.] If the slavers had coal depots on the coast it would be 
certain that the commanders of your vessels would know where those depots 
were ?-Most c~rtainly they would. 

131. And that would give them an opportunity of catching the vessel when she 
went to coal ?- Our vessels would very frequently look in where they knew there 
were coal depots, to see wbether steamers were there to coal or not. 

132. Are you aware how the slave stealllers that have been already on the 
coast have managed their coaling ?-1 am not. 

133. Admiral Borvles.] They would lIot be able to establish any secret depots? 
-Certainly not; it is impossible for them to do that. 

134. Chairman.] A very intelligent officer of considerable experience wbo was 
examined before this Committee last Session, stated that he considered sailing 
vessels were as efficient for the ,purpose of blockade as steam vessels ;, you hold 
the contrary opinion ?-I do, particularly as applied to the Bight of Benin, the part 
that Captain Denman alludes to. In his evidence he states that in consequence 
of the very light and variable winds in the Bight, sailing vessels are as efficient 
as steam vessels; now, it is known to everyt..ody who has been in the Bight, that 
during the rainy season we have a strong top-gallant breeze six days out of the 
seven; it is only in the months of November, December, and January that we 
have light winds, and then we have rarely calm weather more than an hour or 
two at one time; from which cause 1 consider steam most efficient 

135. When you observe a slave vessel a t sea, can you di~tinguish by her ap­
pearance whether she has slaves on board or not ?-No; it is impossible till 
we get Ileal' her. 

136. You cannot by the depth of water, or any other means, ascertain it 1-
No; we sometimes judge that the vessel is empty; but the vessels they work now 
do not sink much from the weight of the people. To show that it does not alter 
their trim much, I may state that the "Dolphin" took a brig last October; she 
came from La~os that night; she had 807 slaves on board; and she was 110 

tons. The" Dolphin" saw her at daylight, and cbased her with a fresh hreeze, 
and she went away from the" Dolphin," two miles to the" Dolphin's" one. The 
.. Dolphin" is a fast sailing vessel: it fell a calm, and the commander of the 
Dolphin took. her in his boat; an hour after he had taken her a breeze sprang up; 
they took. much sail off the brig, and she then sailed round the" Dolphin" with 
those I?lllves on board. This vessel was built in the river Douro, and sailed from 

to Bahia, thence to Lagos, where she took her slaves iu, 
WPIlt. rigged vessel was she l-A brig: she was a most beautiful vessel. 
.U!I'I.!:;P;"Leoue; she was lyiug in Destruction Bay, and was going to 
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Commander anyon'e who has been on the coast two months wJll know a slaver from her 
c. lV. Riley, R.N. manreuvres; a legal vesse l will heave-to for you. 

140' Supposing you al"e enabled to make out that a vessel is a slaver to a cer-
e 26 Murch 1849, tainty, what course d.o you take then ?-We are ordered not to fire; but we run 

the risk of it; ~'e do fire, but .our firing is of very lit.tle use; unless ",:e ~et close • 
to them, they Will stand the firIng as well as any Engl ish man-at-war; tor Instance, 
a brig the" Dolphin" took: she fil"ed 84 shots at bel', and !Jut upwards of 50 
into hel" hull and canvas, knocked away all the gunwale, and killed seven slav:-s 
in the hold; and, till the mate was wounded in the arm, they never shortened sad. 

141. Is the course usually pursued with regard to vessels that you believe to be 
slavers, that you fire at them ?-Yes. I fired at a schooner which I took; but 
he did not care for it, and he never shortened sail till I got my ship almost as clost 
llS that door to me. I desin;!d the lieutenant to pltt a shot into him; and then he 
rounded-to; but he was so bold, that he was trying to cross my bows; a very 
little more and I must have passed over him. 

142. It was not till the mate of the other ship that you mentioned was wounded 
that the ship struck her sails ?- No. The master had sent everybody below lHit 
11imself and the mate. 

143. Did you strike the hull or the mast of the vessel ?~The hull. 
144. Tbat was an empty vessel 1- Yea; she had ordered slaves on shore to be 

taken away that evening. 
145. How many shots did you fire at that vessel ?- I was firing an hour. 
146. How many times did you strike her ?- W e avoid firing into vessels; I 

put shot round him to show that I had him within range. We avoid killing the 
people if we C<ln possibly help it; it is only when we find them determined to 
stand to the last that we put a shot into them. 

147. Sir E. Buxton.] Is it your opinion that the slave trade would increase if 
our vessels were withdrawn from the coast ?-I feel confident that it would; it is 
as much as we can do to keep it down, with all our vigilance; and I believe 
that the slave trade would increa~e) and would commence again where legitim~te 
trade is now going on, if our cruisers were withdrawn . 
. 148. OD the other hand, do you believe that the slave trade may he diminished 
if the cruisers are kept up as efficiently as possible ?-It is my decided opinion, 
(I form it after some deliberation) that if you substituted steamers for sailing vessels 
in the Bight of Benin, witt-.in two years you would totally destroy the slave trade 
there; it wouid cease in that part. I confine my observations to that part, for I 
cannot speak in reference to the southward, except from the information of 
others. 

149. Mr. Jackson.] Do not you think that if the slave trade were put down along 
~he part of the coast between St. Paul's and Cape Formosa, the parties engaged 
In the slave trade would try to establish it elsewhere on the coast ?-- They would 
?ave a difficulty in establishing it where there is legitimate trade going on ; for 
IIlstance, in the Bight of Biafra they would have a difficulty in establishing the 
slave trade. 

] 50. Where commerce is once fairly established, you think it is an effectu,al 
c~re for t\;)e slave trade, and that it would not revive again; have you been op1;lte 
)"~vers Bonny, Andoney, and Old Calabar ?-No; I have not been up an, of'tbe 
rt~ers. Where you have commerce and protection in my opinion the l$l~ 
will never rise again; but if you were to entirely depend upon colltJn"rk·~1d 
withdraw all protection f1'om that commerce, I think the slavetF~lIIie~1\1t.Him.ijJ 
again. 

15 J • You cannot give an opinion from having beeg up tll~lt ... iiuelllti*" 
tho effect of the commel'ce there has been ?·-No, exaept ;fn_.~ •• 
the masters of merchant vessels; we information GIlD ·ttnllliullij 
trade a very lucrative one; the chiefs fihdj.j.t' 1lilWsJt·Iti1!~. 
employ the labour of those people In.s:reaa.· o.f,b __ 'ltlMdi 

·152. You come to the opinioll~ ftoomtb~b.~ 
vessels, that the owners of the 
producing palm oil !jnd ~ 
slaves ?-That is my OPllf;UJJDj 

I c 
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diminished, if not entirely suppressed i-My opinion is that the slave trade may 
be entirelv suppressed in the Bight of Benin; we have three sailing vessels now 
there, and two steamers; there has been a second steamer sent there lately. 

154. Was there a second steamer sent before you left 1-Yes, the" Cyclops," 
CaptC:Jin HastinlJs, who took the command of the division from me. 

155. How m~ny steamers do you think would be required upon that coast?­
I would have five small steam vessels; one to guard from Cape St. Paul's, taking 
in Elmina Chica, and Gomolouta; one from Little Popoe, taking in Aughway 
and 'Great Po poe ; Olle from Wydah, taking in Porto Novo and Ajuda; one from 
LC:Jgos to Palma; one from Palma to Benin. 

156. Those are all in the Bight of Benin ?-Yes. 

157. Mr. Jackson.] That iii five vessels for a distance of 400 miles ?-Yes. 
158. The vessels would lle 80 miles a part 1-Yes, they would manage that 

distance very well. 
159. You do not think it would be possible, if there were vessels 80 miles apart, 

for a large steamer, well equipped, to run to any part of the coast and take in 
slaves and escape with them ?-J should say it was Ilext to impossible; for such 
a vessel to take in coals would be i III possible. • 

160. Supposing she had coals enollgh to carry her there, and she were equal 
'to any of our steC:Jm-boats, and better adapted for sailing fast, in consequence of 
her having no heavy metal on boanl, do not you think that she could run in and 
take slaves on board and get aHay?- She must run in by day to arrange; she 
might ship the slaves by night, but she must go in by day to make the necessary 
arran gements. 

161. Sir E. Buxton.] Cannot they make arrangements by a certain number 
of lights 1-Not for the shipment of a certain number of slaves; in the first place~ 
they must fix upon the point where the slaves are to be embarked, C:Jnd the slaves 
must be brought from the interior to be shipped there. 

162. Those things are done by signals, are they not ?-l question it very much; 
the sillnals they make are generally, "A man of war in sight," and" Stand out 
to sea." 

163. Mr. Jackson.] Do you suppose that a steamer of the desd'iption I have 
adverted to could not go up one of the rivers, take the River Benin, and there 
take slaves on board ?-We have no slaving up the River Benin. 

164. But do you suppose that ifslavery was put an end to at Wydah and Lagos, 
it would not revive again in those rivers ?-J think not; the legitimate trade is 
too valuable to the chieftains for them to give it up. 

165. You think that the legitimate traue baving become established in the 
River Benin, it would not be worth the while of the chieftains to follow the slave 
trade if they had the opportunity ?-I believe that is the impression of the chieftains 
tbemsel ves. 

166. Sn pposing the opinion of the chieftains was the reverse, and that they 
thQught it jJrofitahle to carryon the slave trade, do not you think a stea~er such 
as 1 have described, could readily come into the River Benin, take in a cargo 
of slaves, and come out again ?-In the first place they must form, what does not 
exist now, a factory, they must have harracoons, and hav" the slaves brought there; 
barracoons are not there now; and that wouln be an affair of time. We should 
know that they were forming those e5tablishmentE, and should take precautions, 
and have a cruiser off there. 

167. Sir E. Bu.rton.l Have you been present at the destruction of any barra­
~OODS 1-1 have not. 

168. From the information you have received, are you of opinion that 
much assistance may be rendered to the vessels in supprcssing the slave trade, by 
desb-oying the barracoons ?-It would have delighted me to destroy the barra­
.&:QODS in tbe Bight. I would have destroyed De Souza's if I had been permitted. 

think the destruction of the barracoons would be effectual ill 
trade 1-1t would compel them to keep the slaves more in 

.~~~JJ1_' auld ameant to an impossibility for them to get them 
~""""'.IIID~!1tln'l!Y" lIQUid nol transport thelD in 5uHicien t 
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• 
venture five miles in order to destroy them ?-I should not hesitate if 1 had orders; 
1 should do it immediately, and I would not ue afraid of going. 

172. Do not you think that you would endanger the health of your crew by 
going there -?-No; I could go five miles or more, without endangering lbeir 
health. 

172*. How much further into the interior could you go with safety?-I think 
I coul<1 manage 10 miles, and get back by night to the beach. 

173. Supposing the barracoons were 1 () miles in the interior, and you had to 
destroy them, do you think it would be possible to get the slaves broug!lt do.wn 
10 miles during the night ?--I think not; even now there is a difficulty ill gettIng 
the slaves to the beach; they get tbecrews of Sardinian vessels to assist them in 
driving the slaves down to the shore, when they want to ship them . _ 

] 74. Have you seen any shipment of slaves YOlfrself?-No; I am speakmg 
fronl what the ~ardinians told me who had been employed. 

175. Sir E. Buxton.] You think that if means u erc adopted by the British 
Government to destroy the barracoons, it would tend very milch to the repres­
sion of the slave trade ?-I think it would make the thing so expensive to the 
slave factors and people employed, that they would give it up, not being able to 
bear the expense. 

176. Are you auare what the price of slaves OLl the coast of Africa is ?-We 
can only get at the price of slaves from such information as we can gather along 
the coast, or from the masters of slave vessels, and they tell us that a slave is 
worth from 20 to 25 dollars on the coast. 

177. Clwirmall.] Does not it vary according to the opportunities of embarking 
the slaves?- I t depends upon the health of the slave; a healthy slave will fetch 
25 dollars. 

178. Does it not also depend upon the opportunities with wbich the slaves 
can be embarked ?-I do not think it does; a good deal will depend upon the 
expense of bringing them down from the interior, and their healthy -condition. 

179. Sir E.Buxton .] In addition to the expense of the slaves themselves, is there 
not a great expense from the establishment which the slave traders are obliged 
to keep up ~-·Very great. That which I am now going to state I only state 
from the information of others. Senhor Domingo, at Port Novo has found it so 
expensive to keep up his factory, tilat he has lIOW cleared away u considerable 
quantity of the country, and is forming a large farm, with the intention, as he says, 
of giving up the slave factory, which costs him so much, and pays him so little . 
There are persons at Whydah and at Badagry, who can bear !lie out in saying 
this is tbe intention of Domingo. 

] 80. Mr. Jaclcsoll.] Ha\'e you heard whether the price of slaves lately has 
decreased or advanced ?--The Brazilians say that the price of a slave is from 50 l. 
to 60 l. in the Brazils. 

J 81. But on the coast of Africa u here you Ilave recently been, have you 
heard whether the demand for slaves has increased tbe price or not? - I believe 
many years ago a slave could be bought for 10 dollars, but now you could not get 
a good slave under 25 dollars. 

182. Sir E. Eu.vton.] Are you aware whether within the last four or five years 
the efforts of our vessels-to put down the slave trade bave decreased the price, or 
whether the demand on the contrary h<lS increasC'd the price ?-From what I call 
learn the price of slaves is not more now than it was; it lllay be five or six dollars 
more; that is the outside of the increase in Africa, within the past three or four 
years. 

183. Are you aware that at one time the price of slaves was 50 dollars?­
I am not a\\are of that. 

184. hi case we were to determine to give up all attempts at the suppression 
of the slave trade, is it your opinion that vessels would bc required on the coast 
to protect our legitimate trade ?-Certainly you must have them; if did Dot 
the slave factors there would compel those who are now in useful 
to return to the slave trade; by having a vessels-of-war you preventthe 
of their forming the idea of again going on \\ ith tbe slave trade. 

185. Do you t iuk that our legitimate traffic with the coast,of 
very much decreased if the cruisers were withdrawn?­
gleat difficulty to get the nati"es to bring the 
elllploy thcm to look aftel' the uarracoOll§".,_ltllMt.MWI 
/Ju:jincs~. e 
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186. Do you supnose that if the cruisers were withdra\\'n, piracy would be 
adopted by the slav~ traders ?-I think if you had not the cruisers there would 
be pirates; tiley have all the inclination for it. 

] 87. Chairman.] Have you ever found that the necessary vigilance of the 
cruisers has operated injuriously on legitimate commerce ?-Certainly not. 

] 88. \V as the "Alert" upon the station when you were there ?-She was on 
the northern station. 

189. Do you know any of the circumstances connected with the seizure by the 
"Alert," of a vessel out of the port of Liverpool, called the "Maid of Islay"?­
I am aware of her seizure; she was suspected of being engaged in the slave trade, 
and I believe it was a well-founded suspicion. 

190. Was the vessel carried into Sierra Leone ?- She was. 
191. Do you know what the sentence of the court was?-There has been no 

decision come to. 
192. A decision has been come to, and the decision is to this effect: "the 

judge decided that the steamer was not engaged in the slave trade, nor otherwise 
aiding or abetting that traffic; and decreed her, with her cargo, &c., to be 
restored to the owners, and condemned the seizers in the costs" ?- I was not 
aware of that. On the 10th of February, she was lying at Sierra Leone without 
anyone to acknowledge her. 

193. Sir E. Buxton.] Supposing we were to give up all attempts to repress the 
slave trade, how many vessels do you think would be requisite in the Bight of 
Benin alone, to protect tbe legitimate commerce ?- One vessel in the Bight of 
Benin, alld one in the Bight of Biafra. 

194. W here five vessels are now employed, two would be required 1-Yes; 
the vessels stationed in the division of the Bight of Benin, now protect the legiti­
mate con:merce in the Bight of Biafra. 

195. Mr. Jackson.] Then one small vessel would be sufficient to protect the 
Bight of Biafra, and another the Bight of Benin, for all legitimate commerce?­
That is my opinion. 

196. They would be quite sufficient to keep the natives in awe, ar.d to lead 
them to act with justice to the British traders 1- Yes, in my opinio"l. 

197. Sir E. Buxton.] That is, two ves~els would be required of a similar 
-class to tho~e \\ hich, under the present system are required f{)1' the suppression 
of the slave trade?-Two similar to the" Star." 

ly8. Mr. Jackson.] Two vessels would protect the lpgitimate commerce, instead 
of five, which are necessary for the suppression of the slave trade?-Yes, as far 
as reg<lIds the Bights of Benin and Binfra; but you have a large trade from Cape 
St. Pcllil'S, extending to the west, and you would require a vessel there also. 

]99. Sir E. Buxton.] Have you bten on shore much ?-No, we are forbidden 
to land. 

200. Mr. Jackson.] Taking it that British trade commences at Sierra Leone, 
and continues along the coast as far as Cape Lopez, how many vessels would be 
required to protect leg'itimate commerce ?-We will take from Sierra Leone to 
the Galinas and Cape-Mount; there ought to be two vessels there; you might 
do it with one, but there ought to be two, uecause you have the Gambia trade to 
protect. 

20]. Then from Cape Mount to Cape St. Paul's you would have another 
ve~sel 1·-1 would. 

202. And between Cape St. Paul's and Formosa you would have another?­
Yes. 

203. And from there to Cungo, a fourth ?-Yes. 
Four vessels would be c-nough ?--If I went as far as the Congo I should 

vessels there, because one would have more than enough to do to look 

St. John 1-Aftel' passing Cape Lopez 
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questions respecting the number of vessels that would be required to protect 
egitimate commerce, you presupposed the suppression of the slave trade?­

Decidedly. I did presuppose its suppression. 

208. Sir E. Buxton.] You think that number of ves8els would not be !>lIfficient 
were we to give up our efforts to suppress the slave trade, and it wel:e to ~o on 
unchecked ?-YOll would merely be able to protect the merchants against piracy; 
but you could not effectually protect the trade. 

209. Mr. Jackson.] Supposing there were an unlimited free trade in slaves, 
and the Government of this country did 1I0t in any way interfere with the traffic 
in slaves, but left the Brazilians and the people of other natiohs to do as they 
liked, under such circumstances, with a view of upholding the character of the 
British nation, and that Bri!ish traders might be protected there in the pursuits 
of legitimate COlllmerce, how many vessels would you require from Sierra Leolle 
to Cape Lopez ?-If you made it a free trade in slaves you would require double 
the number, because you would not put down the slave trade, you would rather 
ellcourag'e it than otherwise, and our commerce would suffer; those slave traders 
would be the lords of the place, and they would interfere with OUI' trade, and 
interfere with our vessels in every direction. 

210. I will confine myself to the question of piracy; how many vessels do you 
think would be required between Sierra, Leone and Cape Lopez to protect British 
vessels from piracy (-The number I first mentioned would be sufficient for that 
purpose. 

211. Mr. M. Milnes.] Are yon of opinion that if the British squadron were 
withdrawn, there would be any attempt on the part of the present slave dealers to 
revenge upon the British merchants and British traders the difficulties and inju­
ries they have suffered from our cruisers ?-I think they would naturally interfere 
with our trade; they wo,lid prevent the shipment of anything; you would have 
cc>ntinually to interfere on land, to protect the trade; they would beat you entirely 
away from the coast, for they would prevent the natives trading with you. 

212. Do you think that there would be any such attempt at violence and repri­
sals as would".place the persons of British subject;s in danger ?-On shore there 
would. My opinion is, that you would not be able to keep up the establishments 
that you have formed there, if your squadron were withdrawn and the slave trade 
made an open mart to all countries. 

213. Would not there be danger that such unscrupulous men as are at present 
engaged in the slave trade, would at least attempt to revenge upon the persons of 
British subjects engaged 111 the trade of that country, what they consider the 
difficulties which have been thrown in their way, and the injuries inflicted upon 
them ?-I feel certain that they would revenge themselves, both by destroying the 
people and every establishmellt that is formed there. 

214. Do you think there would be any danger of those reprisals at sea, by 
means of huccaneers ?-N 0; the very dread that we should sink them would 
prevent them. 

21.5. But I am supposing the squadron to be withdrawn, or very much limited? 
-My opinioll then is that you woule! have piracy, and that if the slave trade was 
not suppressed it would go on to such a degrp.e that you would have at last to send 
a larger squadron than you have at the present time. 

216. Sir E. Buxton.] You t.hink, as far as piracy is concerned. five vessels 
would be sufficient to protect British vessels, but on the other hand the commerce 
of the country would be extremely diminished? -It is my opinion that five vessels 
would protect them against piracy, but that it woulJ not be sufficient to coerce 
the chieftains and t.he slavers on shore, and tbut it would materially interfere with 
our legitimate commerce . 

217. So that thougil five vessels would protect our trading vessels at; SIIIIIIlO' ''. 

would not be sufficient to protect our commercial establishu.II::;"'~"' ''''-'-''''" 
Certainly not. 

2 I~. And you think that the trade with the wester:n 
very n;uch diminished :-Jt is my opinion that it would 

219. Colonel Thompson.] If the Brazilians .. .,.·c, ..... 
lise of sailing vessels to the employment 
Juce a counteraction as regards the -'r"""... 

would be to increase the 
it 1-ln my opin!on we 
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I now; we should capture tho~e. steam vessels more easily than we now capture the 
/ sailing vessels by means of salhng vessel~.. . , 
, 220. You have no idea that the BrazIlIans have any art by which they would 

(I be superior to the British navy on the seas ?-De.cidedly not. M~ .opinion is, 
, that in adopting sailing vessels they can compete with us, but that with, steamers 

it is an impossibility; and now, when they see a steam-vessel, they give them­
selves up at once as gone. 

~21. Mr. M. Milnes.] Would you, therefore, recommend a large accession of 
steam force to the British squadron ?- 1 would recommend an entire steam force 
in the Bight of Benin, and an accession of steam force to the southward . 

. } 222. Mr. Jaclcson.J I understood you to say, that where legitimate commerce 
11ad been planted some time, the native chieftain found it more profitable to use 
his slaves as labourers than to sell them ?- I applied that remark to the Bight of 
Biafra, where we have much legitimate commerce. 

223. Do you think that if slavery were allowed to exist wholly unrestricted, the 
natives would forego a trade which is more profitable to them, for one which is 
not so profitable 2-Wbere they have established a legitimate trade they find it 
profitable, you must first suppress the slave trade, and tben legitimate trade will 
follow. 

224. The slave trade has been virtually suppressed in the River Bonny, and a 
large legitimate commerce is carried on there; and the native chiefs, according 
to your opinion, find it more profitable to carryon that trade than to traffic in 
slaves. Do you think they would resume the slave trade, it being less profitable 
than the legitimate trade of the country, if slavery were allowed to exist in that 
part of the country ?-The temptation to them would be very great. One is an 
affair of labour, and the other is an affair of little labour and of great profit. 

225. I understood you to give your opinion, that there is greater profit to the 
chief ill employing his slaves, than there is in selling them (- One is . a certain 
profit, viz., legitimate traffic, and the other has a great risk attending it. I believe 
that all the chieftains, if they could carryon tbe slu\'e trade, would prefer tbat to 
having anytbing to do with labour. ., 

226. Notwithstanding it is less profitable ?-It would not be less profitable to 
them if they could carry it on without any expense; for instance, they \\ould not 
have to keep up barracoons and those expensive establishments; but, then every 
man would have his own venture. 

227. Can you say, either from your own illformation or from communication 
with chiefs up the rivers, what would be the effect of removing the squadron?­
I have never been up the rivers, but the trade up there is very great. There is a 
great competition to get palm-oil, and the price frequently increases from the great 
demand, and that is an extra inducement to the chieftain to confine himself to 
legitima te commerce; the removal of the squadron would cause our commerce to 
suffer materially. 

:228. The more the trade is encouraged, the greater is tbe profit of the chief­
tain?-Yes. 

229. Supposing that the slave trade was carried on without any attempt on the 
part of om Government to suppress it, do you suppose that the demand for 
slaves 1\ ould increase in proportion to the supply?-1 am afraid you would not 
find sufficient slaves; the demand would be so great that they IYould not be able 
to keep up the supply. 

230. Chairman.] Have you made that observation after having duly considered 
the demand that exists ?-The demand that exists is very great at this time, in 
consequence of the mines being more at work in the Brazils than they were 
some years back; and the free trade in sugar has increased the demand for slaves; 
tIn""IIft'e",deal~in:!r away more land for the cultivation of sugar. 

been in the Brazils ?-No; but I have had conversations witll 
D~t~~~e!~n vessels, and that is their opinion. 

which induced .&Ju .... ",f',u 
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Commander tbe impression that it is under the present state of things that tbey have that in-
c. W. Riley, R. N. tention ?-Yes, under the present state of the squadron. \ 

234. And not at all that they would turn their attention to legitimate traffic if i 
• ~6 March 1849. the cruisers were withdrawn ?-I think not, certainly. Domingo is clearing away ( 

~o~~:e!ee~l of land for the cultivation of palm oil, and is likely to pursu@ legitimate '\ 

235. When you say that Brazilian vessels can compete with our vessels in 
some cases, you allude to the difficulty that our vessels have in sailing after them, 
in consequence of their heavy armament?-Yes; it is a well-known fact that all 1,\ 
vessels will sail better without any heavy armament; if our vessels were without 
guns in them, we could sail as well as the slavers; it is our heavy metal that retards 
Ollr sailing. You make a vessel out at 12 o'clock.to-day, 12 or 14 miles distant, 
in the wind's eye; you have a dead beat and she escapes you; but if you had a 
steamer you would go up in the wind's eye of her and capture her. 

236. Colonel Thompson.] Is there' more difficulty in capturing Brazilian vessels 
than there was during the war in capturing French privateers ?-Yes; all French 
privateers carried guns and stores, which made them worse sailers. 

237. But they often got away from the ships of the British Navy?-Yes; be­
cause our vessels at that time were not so perfect as the vessels in the present day. 

238. You tbink that the English vessels are more a match for the Brazilian 
vessels than the English vessels were in the time of the war for the French pri­
vateers ?-Yes. 

239. Sir E. Buxton.] Were the vessels which you lately captured on the coast 
very good, or were they inferior vessels ?- They were very good vessels; in the 
Bight of Benin the vessels captured had been the admiration of every person who 
saw them, from the great beauty of their build. Captain Eden, in the" Amphi­
trite," took the" Josephina," a most beautiful brig. . 

240. They do not usually now employ old foreign vessels ?-N ot in the Bight; 
occasionally to the southward they do. I will give one instance of the kind of 
vessel they use in the Bight: there was the" Diligentia," the schooner mentioned 
in the report of Mr. Porter; she has made many successful voyages; she was 
chased by the " Amphitrite" and her boats, and escaped; she was chaced by the 
" Rapid" and" Cygnet," two very fast brigs, and escaped. The" Rapid " was 
going on a mission to Cape Coast, and she there fell in with her again; she chased 
ber, and lost her; the next morning at daylight she saw her; it was calm, and 
after five hours' pull her boats captured her. A steamer in two hours would have 
been in possession cf her; when she escaped she was to windward, and therefore 
got away from the sailing vessels. 

241. Are you aware whether the vessels which have been captured in the Bight 
were generally bound to the Brazils or to Cuba ?-All were bound to the Brazils; 
we have not had any Spanish vessel in the Bight in the last 18 months. 

242. Under what flag have they sailed ?-The Brazilian. 
243. Chairman.] That is, those who have a flag?-We have never found one 

without a flag; they clear out from Bahia with papers, a list of crew, &.c. 
244. You stated that you thought many cargoes of slaves had not been cal'l'ied 

off from the coast of Africa during the time that YOIl were on the station ?-I 
think during that time very few got away; we knew of every cargo; there was 
one that got away from Lagos, one from Little Popoe, two from Whydah, and 
there was a report that one had got away from Elmina Chica, making five durina 
that time. 0 

245. How would you reconcile that with the statement I have here in the Anti-
Slavery Reporter; it is a letter from Africa, dated at the end of last year: "The 
slave trade is more flourishing than ever; all parts of the coast between this and 
Bahia are open to their disembarkation; some 1,400 were landed from a steamer 
a few weeks since." " It is a fact that at present, in Rio, a young betilltJIl~8lJ. 
of 13 or 14, and well grown, can be purchased for 350 dollars, while ..• ~_""" 
two years from 700 to 800 dollars were paid for the same as a 
though untan~ed and ignorant, on the day he was 'unl'lnt'tf'!rt 

is there spoken of, was one from the southward; we 
but we can always pretty nearly ascertain what leave 
legitimate trade there that we can find out tro., ·IIiU~.A 
of the slave trade; we can ascertain it. 
pretty correct., in stating that five ill 
with cargoes in the last I 2 'mtJrAlllSVct,:: 
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246. Sir E. Buxton.] You heard of five 1-Yes; four we were certain of ; 
there was a question about the fifth: . I ., 

247 . You are certain that the InformatIOn you.obtamed IS correct 1-Yes, we 
had it from many sources, and we felt confident of It . 

• 248. Mr. Jackson.] Do you ever find any reluctance on the part of British 
merchants to give you information ?-No, they give us information very willingly; 
they are rather pleased to do it; they regret very much when we are not there in 
time to take the slave vessels. 

249. You generally find that they have a strong feeling in favour of rendering 
you every assistance in their power ?--Yes, and the Hamburgh merchants also will 
~ive us information. 

250 . Chairman.] If the statement contained in this letter which I have read is 
correct, that the slave trade is active, and if, from the circumstances to which you 
referred a short time ago, there is also great activity in cultivating sugar and 
exploring mines in Brazil, which creates a great demand for slaves, and yet, not­
withstanding those facts, the price of slaves had fallen in Brazil, is it not a neces­
essary conclusion that a large number of slaves must have been imported into the 
country?-It appears to be the conclusion that must be COrle to, assuming that 
statement to be correct. 

251. Then assuming that ill the Bight of Benin very few slaves have got away, 
we must assume that they have got away from other parts of the coast 1-Yes, 
assuming that to be correct; this past year the slave traders have made a start again 
to the northward from Havana and Cuba; but we captured the first six vessels 
that came over under the Equipment Act, and they were condemned at Sierra 
Leone. There was information that two others were to come, but they never 
came. 

25:2. Admiral BOWles.] You have said that five vessels would be sufficient fo r 
the protection of our trade on the coast of Africa from piracy; supposing five 
vessels were sufficient, how many would you allow for reliefs ?-1 think five would 
do for the parts of the coast I have alluded to; when one vessel was away another 
would be able to look after her position. • 

253. Five includes the reliefs?-Yes. 

254. Chairman.] Is there any farther statement on the subject which you wish 
to lay before the Committee ?-I observe that in the evideilce given before the Com­
mittee 1a8t year there is an allusion to the position which the vessels occupy, as 
being too far from the shore. When Sir Charles Hotham took the command the 
" Wanderer" had lost several of her men by sending boats up the Pongas during 
the rainy season; Sir Charles Hotham therefore gave orders that we should not, 
during the rainy season, send our boats to cruize; that led to a material saving of 
life; our boats no longer cruise in the rainy season. The cruisers may go as 
close in shore as they can with safety, but they are not allowed to extend their dis­
tance from the land beyond a certain point, which the commodore lays down; fo r 
instance, two or three degrees from the land. But it has been given in evidence 
that the slave trade has increased, because Sir Charles Hotham does not allow his 
vessels to be close in shore. That is not the fact; we are allowed to go as close 
in shore as is consistent with safety, but we are not allowed to go beyond a 
certain distance from the shore unless in chase. I may perhaps be allowed to 
say, that in my opinion no officer could dispose the squadron better than Sir 
Charles Hotham has done; it is a very rare thing to hear of a case of African 
fever in the whole of the squadron; I believe last year that the whole of the 
invalids from that squadron amounted to only 44 cases, where they used to 
8eIld home hundreds; and a squadron to be efficient mllst be healthy. 

"'55. Sir E. Buzton.] How many men are there in the squadron on the coast? 
-There was a force of between 2,000 and 3,000 men; there is, I believe, less 

.. eGl8t of Africa than there is on any station, except the Medi-

'~POI)UIt~t;y of the service also diminishing ?-
Q ... ~~~I!I,'!_se~thaA 8lDytbilll&else; we are much 
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complain that they have not the annual promotions given to the officers of the 
coast guard . . . . . 

25 8. If there is any unpopulal'lty among the officers, IS It from a cause Inue­
pendent of the c1i~nate ?-They dislike the service in some degree; they co~sider 
that they are depnved of all those pleasures that officers have upon other statIOns; 
and they say that in the coast-guard service there are three annual promotions, 
whereas on the coast of Africa they do not get promotion unless for some dashing 
affair; they state that on the coast of Africa there should he annual promotions, 
and then the smartest lieutenants would volunteer for that service. There were 
five lieutenants appointed to me, anu not one would join, because there was no 
promotio~. . . ' c 

259. SIl' B. B uxton. ] Another thmg that makes the servIce unpopula r IS the 
gr~at irregularity of the correspondence ?-Yes, tnat is complained of as a g reat 
gn evance. 

260. How many months were you there without receiving a letter ?- . I was 
seven months, and then I had five or six letters at once. 

26 1. It is not the dread of great sickness that makes the service unpop ular ?­
N o, I did not lose a man while I was there. I was ill when I first went ; for three 
weeks I felt the effects of the climate, but that was owiug to my having received 
an injury in the service previously; but with the young men you do not hear of 
illness. 

2 62 . Chairman.] Is there anything you wish to add ?- I consider there is 
one great point which you should establish, if you could; namely, a mission at 
W hydah; it would do great good. The mission has worked very well at Badagry; 
a great many of the slaves who have been liberated at Sierra Leone have gone 
there and settled. 

263. Sir E. Bu,t'ton.] You think that a missionary station at Whydah would 
have a great effect there?-Yes; I am sure it would have a very good effect. 

264. Do you think it would have any effect on the slave trade ?-It would 
bring the people more to consider the results of civilization which are so much 
wanted there; and I am a good deal borne out in this opinion by Mr. Cruikshank, 
the chief tjustice at Cape Coast. He wen t on a mission to the King of 
DahQmey in October, and was astonished at the state he had got that par t of the 
kingdom in that he went to. He went to the capital; the kin~ received him in 
great state, and took him to his manufactory of iron, which Mr. Cruiksha!lk 
told me was almost equal to many that we have in England; his mission would 
have been attended with success had it not been for De Souza. Mr. Cruikshank 
went with presents from Her Majesty, expecting to enter into a treaty, and he 
o.ffered to King Dahomey to subsidize him; but the offer he made was so small 
that De Souza procured greater presents, and had relays all ready on the road 
and outstripped Mr. Cruikshank; he made those presents, and thus upset all the 
effect the mission would have had. If instead of dollars, he could have offered 
pounds, Mr. Cruikshank's opinion was that he would have become one of the sub­
sidized sovereigns, and would have entered into a treaty for the suppression of 
the slave trade and for legal commerce. I was with Mr. Cruikshank when he 
-embarked, and he described to me his reception ii'om the king. 

265 . Sir E. BU:don.] Have you any further statement to make ?-The legi- · 
timate trade is very great in the Bight; vessels of 600 or 700 tons, and 400 or 
500 tons, come there with cargoes from England. They begin from Little Popoe, 
and they trade along the coast to Badagry, and dispose of their cargoes; and 
then they begin to take the oil; and complete very profitable voyages. The 
Danes send their vessels, and the Sardinians and French go a great deal there. 
M y opinion is that the more you stop the slave trade there, the more you will 
find the value of commerce. I think, by means of the squadron, with an increase 
()f steamers, you would put down the slave trade. 

266. Mr. M. Milnes.] Is it then thc result of allyollr experience of 
trade on the western coast of Africa, that by increased means, and 
tion of our present vigilance, we may entirely succeed in the 
view ~-In two years I think you might entirely lInr.nl" ....... : 

Benin. 
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Commander Frederick l11ontresor, R. N., called in; and Examined. P . lrlontfesor, n • . 

267. Chairman.] YOU are an Officer of the British Navy?- l am a Com- 26 Marrh 1.849· 

mander. 
268. Have you re'c:ently returned from the African station ?- Very recently; 

I was paid off from the" "Vanderer." 
269. When did you leave the station?-I left Sierra Leone on the 10th of 

February. 
270. How long were you on the station r- Nearly three years. 
2il. On what part of the coast of Africa \\·ere you chiefly employed ?-I was 

• stationed for six months off Cape Mount, the Gallinas, and Seabar. I was then 
sent to Cape Verde, and 1 was afterwards employed at the southward extremity 
of the station, at Fish Bay and Benjuela; and from that I went to St. Helena; 
on my return from St. Helena I was stationed off Cape Lopez. 

27 2 • You have been employed both north and south of the equator ?- Yes; 
but never in the Bights as a station. 

2i3. Did you command the same vessel on both occasions ?- I commanded 
the" Cygnet," off the Gallinas and Seabar. 

274. During what period of time were you in that vessel ?- I was appointed to 
the "Cygnet" in April J 846, and I was in her about eight months. 

2i5. How long were you in the" Wanderer" ?-Two years. 
2i6. "Were either of those vessels steam boats ?-No, sailing vessels. 

277. Of what description ?-The "Cygnet" was a ~ix-gun brig, a nd the 
"'Vanderer" a 12-gun brig. 

2i 8. Was the slave trade carried on with activity during t he whole time you 
were on the r.oast ?-I have every reason to know that it was so; I was not fortu­
l1ate in capturing vessels, but on other parts of the station very near me 1 knew 
that the slavers \rere being taken very fast. The" Styx" stationed at Ambrize 
captured, 1 think, 30 vessels. ., 

279. Have you any reason to suppose tnat a numLer of vessels &ot a\\'ay loaded 
with slaves?- Yes, I have every reason to believe so from the nature of the 
coast; it is very heavy, thick, cloudy weather, with very light breezes, which 
scarcely clear away the weather at all; or else you have tornados, in whieh 
vessels are liable to make a run, and in which you do not see them till they are 
clear off the coast. 

280. Is the slave trade more active north or south of the line, according' to 
your observation ?-I should say that it was more active in the Bights and to the 
southward, than to the northward; but when I was stationed at the Gallinas and 
Seabar, although there were four vessels stationed there, no vessel had taken any 
prize for a considerable number of months; and Some time after I left the 
51 avers made a run for that very place, and they were very fortunate again. 

281. During the last year that you were on the coast, was the slave trade, in 

yom opinion, as active as it had been in previous years ?-Yes, quite as active. 
282. Was the fleet in an equal state of efficiency and strength?-Yes, in 

strength quite; and in regard to efficiency, without wishing to deteriorate from 
the other vessels that were there before, I should say that it was more efficient, 
from tbe commodore's activity. 

283. But notwithstanding the strength and efficiency of the squadron, it had 
not been effective in putting down the slave trade ?-N 0, I think not. 

'284. Were any steamers employed in carrying the slaves from the coast ?-­
Ye~, I know that they were employed; but I have not seen them. 

285. Do you think that if a larger number of steam vessels were employed in 
the British service, the slave trade could be effectualiy put down 1- 1 should 
tbnr ~t the efficient way of putting it down, would be by a cordon of steam 

._ .•• ,., ......... ""_',. .. even then whether it would be possible to put it down, from 
~P.4).u~ of before, and also from the strong currents 

<rJekltftljJ,Q2 have cases in which vessels 
miles, as a9 30 or 40 
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Commander the whole extent, from 15° north to 15° south; that would be 30 degrees. I am 

F. Montresor, R. N. speaking of the part that the commander-in-chief of the station was on; beyond 
that I have no knowledge. 

!:ItT March 1349. 288. Do you understand that no slave trade is carried on except be~ween 
those degrees of latitude ?-No, I do not, but I believe that the slave trade IS not 
carried on to the southward of Fish Bay, but that is the southern extremity of 
the commander-in-chief's command. 

289. Your experience has been confined to the west coast of Africa?­
Entirely; at least fOl'may years. 

290. Have you any knowledge of the east coast ?-None whatever. 
291. From your experience, are you led to conclude that any force which this 

country could practically employ for the purpose of suppressing the slave trade 
by a marine guard would be effective ?-I think it could be effective only by em­
ploying an immense steam force, as I said before, instead of a sailing force; and 
then not without making the punishment of slave trading much more severe than 
it is at present, because at this moment they laugh at the idea of being taken. We 
took a vessel in coming home, off Wydah ; the crew were glad to be taken', for 
she had been six weeks cruising in the Bights and could not get out, owing to the 
light winds, and her bottom was very Uluch fouled in consequence. In addition 
to keeping the squadron up, I think it would also be necessary to destroy the 
barracoons. 

292. Is there any other measure which you would recommend as a means of 
stopping the slave trade ?-None has ever occurred to me, except that of permit­
ting it to go on by withdrawing the squadron altogether, and I think the effect 
would be to glut the market. 

293. Do you feel confident that if you were to ' employ the three means you 
were adverting to, namely, of largely increasing the steam force, destroying the 
barracoons along the coast, and personally punishing the offenders, you would 
effect the extinguishment of the slave trade for ever? -I have no doubt it would 
extinguish it; but when you say" for ever," I believe it must, and ever will be, 
hydra-headed; it is not a speculation of individuals only: to my certain know­
ledge, in the Havana there are companies, even down to a man putting a doubloon 
into it as a speculation, in the same way as you would do with a lottery; and 
therefore, though those means would be sufficient to put it down for two or three 
years, they would not be sufficient to put it down for ever, when they found that 
you had withdrawn your squadron. 

294. Do you then think it would be necessary to maintain this force, and those 
meallS you have adverted to perpetually on the coast, in order to keep down the 
slave trade ?-Perhaps not so large a force to keep it down as there would be­
required to put it down; but I think still a considerable force would be required 
for ever. 

295. Have you been on the coast of Cuba ?-I have. 
296. Have you been likewise on the coast of Brazil ?-No. 
297. Colonel Thompson.] You have stated that it would require 18 or 19 

steam boats to stop the slave trade; what would be the force on board of them? 
-A small force, as far as armament went, would be better than a large one; 
small vessels would be better than large ones. I think it is necessary that they 
should be commandeo by commanders, for this reason: if you establish a cordon 
on the station, I think they all ought to have fast paddle-box boats, built like whale 
boats; and that a lieutenant should be sent away in those boats, the commander 
remaining in the steamer; and that they should also have a more efficient crew 
than the lieutenant would require, because they are always sending crews away 
with the slavers; and the lieutenant-commander can never keep his own crew 
sufficient. 

298. Would one heavy gun be sufficient ?-I think one 32 long 
would be sufficient. 

299. How many men would be a sufficient number; would 50 be su!~Qj!. 
No; I think she ought not to have less than from 60 to 80 men. 

300. Taking your estimate at the largest, that is 18, 
ships would that be equal to; would it be a fair thing 
pense of two line-of-battle ships; or if not, 
have 18 commanders, amI double the 
greatly beyond tge line-of-battle 
cannot estimate the 18 steamers at ~m,~H!!~ 
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~hips; taking the much greater expense of the steamers, and the greater wear and 
tear, and the 18 commanders, which would in itself be expensive, and also the very 
much greater number oflieutenants and officers of higher grades than those employee! 
in lieutenants' commands, and the consequent expense there is in keeping them up. 

301. Mr. Jackson.] You say 18 vessels would be required; how many would 
be required in going backwards and forwards to relieve those 18, in order to keep 
up the service complete ?-That must depend upon the pleasure of the Admiralty, 
when they chose to relieve them. . 

302 . Taking the casualties of steam vessels into account, the bursting of boilers, 
the breaking of the paddle-wheels, ane! the breaking of the machinery, how many 
reliefs would be required ?- The average would be something short of two years 
service that a vessel could lieep up. 

303. Supposing no accident occurs, she woule! be required to come home in 
two years to make up her repairs ?-No; taking the average of accidents, and 
those which have not accidents, the vessels might be supposed to require relieving 
in two years, or something short of two years. 

304. How many would you place in the list to relieve the eighteen that were in 
full service there ?--1 do not know that it comes within my province to judge of 
that. 1 should think it would be impossible to keep up the relief without having 
eight vessels continually. 

305. Then there would be 26 vessels that this country would have to find, so as 
to make the service complete, according to your view ?-Yes; but 1 do not mean 
to say that those eight vessels are to be equipped, but to be in readinesq to bring 
forward. At this moment you never calculate the number of vessels relieving; 
it is only the number in the squadron, because, as some are brought forward, 

·others are removerl. 
306. Then we require that weight of metal, and that number of vessels, under 

the 5upposition that the slave trade will be carried on under canvas ? -Yes. 
307. If the slave traders adopted the plan of using steamers of an equal capacity 

or of larger capacity to those which we could build, and they were to make their 
speed equal to ours, do you think 18 vessels would be sufficient, taking in to 
account. the currents and heavy weather which you have alluded to in the first 
part of your evidence ?- J was considering the station as it is; not as they might 
make it by increasing the force of steamers as you increased yours. 

308. If you had knowledge that they were building steamers now for the 
express purpose of carrying on the trade, and those steamers were of increased 
power and speed, do you think 18 vessels would be sufficient to put an end to the 
slave trade ?-No; I think it-would require a more efficient species of steamers 
than we have now on the station. Our lieutenant-commanded steamers are not 
very efficient vessels. 

309. 'What would be the average distance at which the 18 steamers would be 
placed from each other, according to your plan?-To divide the station, they 
must be at least about 120 miles apart. 

310. Do you think it possible for a steamer, well equipped, to run in and take 
a cargo of slaves on board, and run out without being observed ?-No, 1 think 
not. I think there will be some escapes; but 1 think it will not pay them with 
such a blockade as that. The present idea is that one in three, like smuggling, 
pays them. 

311. What 1 wish is, to have your opinion of the possibility of steam boats of 
great power and great speed running in and getting on board a cargo of slaves, 
and getting away ?-J am sure that it would be still very possible, but not often 
probable, that they would do so. 

31~. Would it not be as possible for them to do so as it is for their sailing ves­
_ DOW to escape your sailing vessels: supposing you had steamers and they 

would the possibility be as great of their getting away with a 
y ... ·~lll''Ili'' as it is now, the slave traders and ourselves employing vessels 

be&luu~ C'lyen su~g tbe vessels to be eCJual, 
of the coast i with veti-
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COlllml\llder was three times the. force of your own?-Yes, if she was· only three times t~e 
1'. j1101lfreSOT, R. N. force, for she would be very much disabled by her slaves from the chance of theIr 

< rising, or the fear of it at any fate, and their guns much less efficiently served .. 
26 March 1849. 3 14. But yon would recommend an increase in the armament of the vessels 1rl 

case of steamers being employed to carry slaves, both in the number of the vessels 
and in the number of men ?-Not in the number of men; the number of men 
would be quite sufficient; you might increase the power of metal without in-­
creasing the number of men. It is on account of sending vessels away that r con­
sider it right that such a number of men should be on board. I consider when 
you board yon should never have less than 20 men. 

315. You mentioned an opinion, that one mode of stopping the slave trade ( 
would be to glut the market with slaves?-Yes, I haNe not a doubt that it would 
in a great measure. 

316. The supply being unlimited the demand would diminish, and the profits . 
would cease, und the trade would go down ?-Yes. 

317. You look at it as a question of supply and demand, and profit and loss? 
-Yes. 

3] 8 . . Admiral Bowles.] Do you think it possible for a steamer to arrive on the 
coast, to get into the river on the same night and take a cargo on board, and sail 
out again before the morning 1-Yes, while there are barracoons, and she knows 
exactly where to come to pick up her slaves, I think it is very possible. 

319. Chairman.] You stated that the slave trade was, up to the last moment 
that you had any knowledge of it, carried on with activity along the coast r--
Yes. , 

320. The present force is wholly inefficient for the purpose of extinguishing the 
slave trade ?-Yes, for the purpose of extinguishing it, it is. 

321. Looking at it as employed for the extinction of the slave trade, the expense 
hitherto bestowed on the squadron has been thrown away r-Yes, I am afraid so-. 
If the object of the squadron is the utter destruction of the slave trade, the keeping 
up the squadron is, I should say, entirely thrown away. 

322. If th,e slave trade is to be put down, I understand that yom opinion is 
that means very different from those employed must be resorted to r-Yes, I 
think so. 

323. Even then do you feel confident that it can be put down by a marine­
guard ?-U nder the circumstances I have stated, that for a time it could be put 
down, but not fol' ever; it would eventually rise again. 

3:24. Mr. 11-1. Milnes.] What makes you think that if an effectual check were 
now given to the slave trade, and the commerce of Africa drawn into legitimate 
channels, under other circumstances it would be renewed ?-Because I think I 
have observed that it is not a mere matter of speculation taki ng up the business, 
but it. is almost a national affair, in which they are sure of funds to almost any 
amount at any time; and when they found this' country sleeping upon it, the love 
of gain would at any time induce a number of men to enter into a company to 
run cargoes, and to ·try it again. 

325. Would not the suspension for any length of time, of the importation of 
slaves into Brazil, necessitate a change in the social conditiOn of that country, 
which might render the re-introduction of the slave trade impossible ?-It might; 
but it is a question, I think, almost beyond a naval officer's calculation. 

326. Sir E. Buxton.] You think that provided a steam force were employed, 
though some escapes might take place, yet so many captures would be made by 
those steamers, that the trade would cease to be profitable?- It would cease to 
be profitable for a time. 

32i. Consequently the establishments on that part of the coast would be given. 
up, and the trade for a time would cease ?-I think that it would be necessary 
to destroy the establishments on tbe coast, otherwise the vessels might run 
night and take slaves. 

328. You would recommend that in addition to employing stea1tl1ers: 
coons should be destroyed also ?-Yes. 

329. You mentioned the case of a steamer to 
was mentioned to me by the Committee. 

330. Supposing a steamer were built to 
with arms and coals sufficient, would 
so great a nuntber of slaves U'1 lte~~ere 
decidedly. 
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331. It would therefore be more likely that your vessel would come up with 

her?-Yes. 
33 2 . Do you suppose that practically there would be, under any circumstances, 

the least fear that the steamers would be 150 armed that our vessels would be afraid 
to attack them, and that if they did attack them they would not succeed in cap­
turin<J' them ?-I think there would be no fear of it for at least 12 or 18 months : 
findint>/!, perhaps, that their cause was in a measure desperate for the time, they 
might then do so. _ 

333. Supposing a vessel were armed and manned so as to beat off an armed 
steamer of ours, wpuld not the expense of such a vessel ~e enormous ?- It would 
be very great indeed. 

• 334. Do you imagine it likely, as a mercantile speculation, that they wouLd 
continue such a trade as that ~-If they found that it was otherwise desperate they 
might continue it in that case. 

335. Is it your opinion that such a speculation as that could in the long run 
be profitable, considering the risk that there would be of capture by our vessels ? 
-Decidedly not. 

3:16. You have given as an alternative plan that we should leave the trade free, 
and that we should allow them to glut the market; you think that would have 
the effect of putting down the trade ?- I th ink it would have the effect of making 
the trade dwindle by degrees, until it became at last nothing; in the course of a 
dozen years, perhaps. 

337. Are you aware that the greater number of those who are sent over are 
males; have you ever heard that ?-No; but I myself captured one vessel with 
570 slaves, and very much the greater part of those were males; and I captured 
another with 57 on board, and there were only 1 l women among them. 

338. Is it your opinion that that is about the g~neral proportion ?- -I think the 
proportion is at least three males to one female. 

339. Therefore even by the ordinary rules of mortality, there must be a con­
stant mortality in Brazil of labourers employed in mining and in the cultivation of 
the land !-- Of course. 

340. Do not you suppose that this mortality would continue even if we gave up 
our efforts to suppress the slave trade ?- Decidedly it would. ' 

341. Do not you imagine that it would still be as desirable as it is now for them 
to replace the labourers by slaves from the coast of Africa, instead of breeding 
them in the country ?-There would be in the interim a very great introduction of 
~laves, so that the breeding in c0nsequence would be very much greater than it 
IS now. 

342. Y 011 believe, as far as your experience has gone, that the number of males 
is much greater than the number of females?-Yes. 

343. Do you suppose that if the market were ·glutted the price of slaves would 
fall in the Brazils ?-Yes, I have no doubt of it. 

344. Do not you imagine that it the price of slaves were to fall very low they 
would be more inclined to replace their slaves by bringing them from the coast of 
Africa, than by breeding them in the country, considering that at present, when 
the price is high, they do not breed them '?-I should suppose that they still 
would be anxious to obtain slaves, but the casualties on board ship would be very 
different, and the number required in consequence would be very much less. 

345. You think that a number of slaves would require to be still imported into 
Brazil ?-Yes; but the number would be diminished. 

346. In consequence not of a diminished demand, hut a diminished mortality 
on board the vessels ?- Yes; and also from a diminished demand from the slaves 
being landed stronger and able men, and likewise from breeding being increased 
a ~od deal. 

t present the price of slaves is high, and we were informed by a geo­
came from the Brazils, Dr. Cliffe, that the number of female slaves 

Dot more than eight per cent.; do suppose that as they 
females on with a price of slaves, they 

1Di~l'eIue. they buy a mlH:b 
from 
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€ ommander number of women would be in the vessels. I suppose the reason for a small 
, F. MontresQr, n..N. number of women being sent now, is in a great measure owing to their being more 

liable to d.ie from weakness. In the vessel which we took with the" Cygnet," 
s6MarClh 18+9· the first man was placed against the side of the vessel with his legs pinioned, and 

amother man was put between his legs, and another between his legs, and so on ; 
and then, on the other side of the deck, other men were placed, pinioned in the 
same way. 

349- How many vessels did you take while you were on the coast of Africa?­
Only two wid} slaves, and one empty. 

350. That was not so much as the average ?-No, we were very unfortunate. 
35]. What was the condition of the slaves in the vessels you took?-Very r 

greatly emaciated, and a good deal covered with ulc¥rs. 
352. Were there a great many deaths ?-1 think in the first vessel we took 

there were nine deaths; at the time we took her we towed her into Sierra 
Leone. 

353. Were there many children ?-There were as many as 1.5 or 20 children. 
354. You state that the slave trade is carried on between 15 degrees north 

aNd ].5 degrees south; are there not some parts of that coast where, from natural 
circumstances, it is impossible to embark slaves ?-N 0, I think not. 

355. It is necessary to g!1ard the whole of that coast?-Yes. 
356. Are you aware whether any steamers that have been employed by the 

Brazilians as slavers, have been captured?- I cannot speak positively to that; 
but I think that as many as two or three have been captured; om: is now a 
tender to the commodore's ship; she was taken by Commodore Jones; she is 
t urned into to a sailing vessel. 

357. Chairman.] Are you of opinion that a much larger number of slaves is 
carried off on the coast of Africa for the purpose of meeting the demand of the 
slave tracie, than is landed on the coast of Brazil ?-Yes, I should think there 
were. There are many cases in which vessels are driven off, and obliged to abandon 
their original preject of taking in slaves at certain points; and those slaves must 
in consequence be there for many ,veeks together, and frequently they are marched 
off to other points. 

358. Do you apprehend that there is much loss of life on the coast itself while 
the sla\"es are waiting for embarkation ?-I should think thet'e was, but we have 
very little opportunity of observing anything of that sort, because we are either 
at anchor four or five miles from the land, or cruising; it is very seldom we 
remain in any part. 

359. Your opportu nity therefore of observation, with reference to the loss of 
lives, is more applied to the loss of lives after they have embarked ?- Yes; and 
such reasoning as is derived from ,the causes I have stated, that one would suppose 
that numbers of rhem must be lost in those marches, 

360. Do you consider that a much greater number are placed on board the 
slave ship than is ever landed on the coast of Brazil?- Yes, in all cases a much 
larger number. I know that in several cases slave vessels either have not had the 
quantity of provisio~s or water that would have be~n necessary for taking the 
whole cargo, reckol11og for the deaths of at least a thIrd. 

361. Then you are of opinion, I conclude, that the slave trade is now carried 
on at a prodigious expense of negro life ?-Yes, decidedly. 

362. Mr. Jackson.] You are of opinion also that notwithstanding the force you 
speak of could not put down the slave trade, if the vigilance were relaxed at all it 
would be revived again ?-yes. 

363. In proportion as we relaxed our efforts, the slave trade would increase ~ 
-Yes. 

364. Is it your opinion, that in the event of the trade in 5laves being free, th~ 
would be a greater number of females sent than are sent now, so that the pr~ .... ~., 
of breeding in the Brazils would be increased by a greater number of W()1JI(!I1It 

sent ?~ Yes; if the necessity for crowding them together ill 
not eXIst, more women would be sent; there would be a greater; 
arriving in safety. 

365. I understand you to say, that from vo.ne'u,ltrif8tl~e" 
to this conclusion, that in the course of 
so glutted as to render the trade 
away: do yo~ think that if le!:llt;lftltlft 

the slave trade decre_ll, ft 
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of Africa to return again to their o!d ~rad~ ?-There is no doubt as trade increas~d 
there would be a proportionate dImInution of the slave tr~d~. But at; I saId 
before I conceive there will be al ways slave trade, because It IS a profitable spe­
culati~n to men who may speculate with the smallest possible sums of money. 

366. That is, al ways supposing the demand in Brazil continues '!-Yes; I sup­
pose there will always be a demand. 

Veneris, 20~ die Aprilis, 1849 . 

Sir Edward Buxton . 
Earl of Lincoln. 
Mr. Simeon. 

MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Lord Harry Vane . 
Viscount Brackley. 
Colonel Thompson. 

WILLIAM HUTT, Es()t. IN THE CHAIR. 

The Reverend Hope Masterton Waddell, called in; and Examined. 

CO.ll;lmand cJ 
F. MOlltresor, ~. ~ . 

367. Chairman.] YOU have been within the last twelve months on the:coast Rev. 
of Africa?-Yes. H. M. Waddell. 

368. When did you leave the coast ?-A t the end of May last year. 
369. In what capacity were you engaged in Africa ?-As a missionary. 20 April 1849. 
370. In what connexion r-The United Presbyterian Church. 
371. The Free Church ?-Not what is called the Free Church, but the old 

secession and relief churches united, under the general name now of the United 
Presbyterian Church. • 

372. How long were you in that country?-Two and a half years, or there­
abouts. 

373. In what part of Africa were you principally engaged ?- In Old Calabar ; 
I touched on other parts of the coast occasionally, but I was principally there. 

374. Had you any previous acquaintance with Africa ?-Not previously, that 
is to say, not personallmowledge; I had been in the West Indies as a mis­
sionary, amongst the negroes in Jamaica, for l5 years previous to my going to 
Africa. 

375. During the time that you were in Africa, did you see anything of the 
operations of the slave trade ?-No. 

376. Is the district lying between Old Calabar and the Niger one in which 
the slave trade is carried on at all ?-I cannot say from personal knowledge 
whether it is carried on between Old Calabar and the Niger. I believe it is not 
carried on at the Old Calabar River; but the districts between Old Calabar 
and the Niger can find other outlets for their slaves if they desire to sell; the 
impression upon my mind is that there is no slave trade in those districts now, 
at least no slaves are exported between Calabar and Bonny. 

3i7. The question refers to what is generally called the Ebo country ?-Yes, 
exactly. 

378. Sir E. Buxton.] Has there ever been slave trade carried on on that part 
of the coast r-To a very great extent formerly. 

379. Can you say how long ago that was ?-I think that in Old Calabar River 
tenainated in the year 1841 or 1842. I am not sure that it terminated 

,.;.". ...... :uI~ in Bonny; I think it lingered at Bonny a little longer, from all I 
.aut kaow that it is going on at Bonny just now . 

•• ,I_~ .. ~q~ion that the slave trade has been diminished there in 
ita place 1-1 think to a great extent 

~~ .. ____ .. ~ ~e 
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382. What is the value of that (-It is worth 30 l. a ton in Liverpool, per­
haps, at the average price; sometimes lower, sometimes higher. 

383. If you cannot ascribe the diminution of t~e slave trade altogether to 
the legitimate trade taking its place, to what cause would you ascribe the 
failure of the slave trade on the part of the coast to which you allude ?-The 
Calabar River is very easily blockaded; it has only one outlet. I think it was 
diminished very much in consequence of the frequent captures of vessels 
coming out of Calabar ; they could scarcely escape; and it may be ascribed, to 
a great extent, to the treaty entered into between this country and the chiefs 
of Old Calabal', in the year 1841 or 1842. 

384. You think the treaty that was formed in 1841 or 1842 was effectual in ( 
inducing the chiefs of the country to turn their attention to legitimate trade? 
- I think it was effectual in inducing them to ab'andon the slave trade; they 
had turned their attention previously to legitimate trade, which has been 
carried on to a considerable extent, but I believe the legitimate trade has 
flourished a great deal more since the natives have given up the slave trade, 
and turned their attention entirely to legitimate trade. 

385. Have the terms of the treaty been that annual presents should be 
given to the chiefs ?-Yes, for a period of five years, but not permanently. I 
might here mention perhaps that the five years' payment, or present which it is 
called, has not been implemented on the part of this country; they only 
received it for two years, and the other three seem to have been forgotten; a 
representation to that effect was made last year by king Eyo Honesty, through 
Captain Becroft, to the commander of one of Her Majesty's cruisers which 
was up the river, mentioning that five years' presents were promised, that only 
two had been paid, and that three were. now in arrear, three years having 
passed without their receiving anything. Captain Becraft mentioned. the 
circumstance to the commander of the cruiser, and he said he would instantly 
mention it to Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, and he was sure that every­
thing would be immediately put to rights in that respect. 

386. Is it your opinion that the slave trade is now extinguished in the Bight 
of Biafra r-LThat is the general opinion. 

387. Do you believe that that opinion is correct, from the information you 
have received ?-1 should question it only in two respects; the first respect is 
as regards the Gaboon River, which is adjoining to the Bight of Biafra; I think 
it probable that there are a few cargoes taken to the islands of Princes and 
St. Thomas; the probability is that they carryon a sneaking slave trade there 
yet. These islands are in the neighbourhood of the Bight of Biafra. 

388.' The Gaboon is quite to the south of Biaft'a 2-1t is to the south of 
Biafra. It is just under the Line, but it is held as included in Biafra in that 
part of the coast; it is just at the extremity of the south coast of Guinea. 
I have heard statements that Portuguese schooners run across from St. Thomas 
and Princes Island, and take in slaves from the Gaboon; and I have heard it 
surmised that we cannot be altogether sure as to Pepel, king of Bonny, for he 
has facilities for carrying on the slave trade in an underhand way, which cannot 
be very readily detected from his peculiar position there at one of the mouths 
of the Niger, and from his having many channels of communication immediately 
around him; but there is nothing overt, nothing tangible at Bonny, so far as I 
have learned of late years . 
. 389. The attention of the chiefs and the king at Old Calabar is entirely, so 

far as you know, directed now to legitimate traffic ?-Entirely; in saying that I 
wish to be understood as referring to the foreign slave trade; they continue 
still to have slavery amongst themselves; they continue to buy slaves in the 
interior markets of the country, although they do not sell them off the coast. 

390. Chairman.] They do not sell them off the coast ?-They do not sell 
off the coast, but they are always buying them from the markets in "UI~>lIIlUI 

391. Sir E. Buxton.] Is there a large number of slaves held 
-A very great nnmber. 

392. What is the proportion in number between slaves and 
slaves are a much larger part of the populati9n than ltnl~:D" 
larger. 

39.). And they still continue to 
The two principal slave markets to 
Ebo and the <hia ~ the Ebo '?''''l'".IOi'~1J!III' 

c 
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.also a very extensive one, but though the Qua slave market is a cheaper one 
than the Ebo, they buy many more slaves at Ebo than .at Qua; I suppose that 
will arise from there being a greater demand in that district of the country, 
and there being greater access to the coast. 

394. Mr. Simeon.] Are you of opinion, from what you heard when in the 
country that there is any exportation of slaves now taking place in the Ebo 
country'?-I could not answer the question positively; the Eboos do not export 
directly; the Eboos have no towns on the coast; the Bonny people do not 
.call themselves Eboos; the Eboos therefore sell to those places which are sea­
ports; they used to sell to the Calabar people to a large amount; they used to 
sell formerly to Bonny, although I am not aware of their doing so now, but 

~ the Eboos are still g-reat suppliers of slaves. 
395. Do you imagine that the Ebo people could supply slaves to any market 

at a greater distance than the Bight of Biafra and the Bight of Benin ?--Not 
easily. I should scarcely suppose that the Ebo slaves are at present sent furthu' 
than to the Bight of Benin. . 

396. Then jf those places of exportation, those debouches, were stopped, 
you would consider that to be evidence that the supply from the Ebo country 
must also be stopped ?-I could not positively affirm to that extent; slaves are 
passed from hand to hand, and from town to town, and they can be sent for­
ward by different routes to different parts of the coast. Since the trade has 
been stopped in Biafra they go to Benin; and were it stopped there it would 
in some degree find its way elsewhere; in some small degree. 

39i. Supposing the slave trade to be stopped in the Bight of Benin, as well as 
in the Bight of Biafra, could you then suppose that the Eboos could find any 
means of exporting any slaves ?-I think not easily, nor to a great extent, if 
the slave trade in the Bight of Benin were stopped. 

398. Chairman.] Are not slaves carried for a very great distance in Africa? 
-Yes. 

399. Sir E. Buxton.] You find that slaves are brought from a very great 
way up the country to the region of Calabar ?-Yes, from a very consider­
able distance; they have a multitude of slaves at Calabar from var!ous places; 
there is quite a confusion of language amongst the slaves at Calabar. 

400. Is it not the impression that some of them come almost from the oppo­
site side of the Continent?- I would not suppose that they come from the 
'extreme east coast. 

401. Is it your impression that the cruisers might be safely withdrawn from 
that part of the coast with which you are acquainted?- I fear not, if the,object 
is to 8uppress the slaye trade. 

402. What, in your opinion, would be the effect of the withdrawal of the 
cruisers ?-To encourage a renewal of the slave trade to a great extent in some 
places where it has heen suppressed. 

403. Chairman.] You are not, as we understand, prepared to 8ay that some 
of the Ebo slaves are not exported by the Bight of Benin ?-I am not prepared 
to say so. I think it very probable that some are sold thither. 

404. If that take place then, the operation of the squadron upon the mouth of 
the Calabar River is only to direct the course of the trade from the Ebo country 
to the coast by another channel ?-The more difficulties you throw in the way 
of a work the less that work will be done. The cruisers have thrown difficulties 
in the way of the slave trade, and have greatly diminished it in some places 
and extinguished it in others; take away the difficulties and it will revive to it!'; 
original extent; and although there may be some facility for the trade in the 
Bight of Benin, yet I conceive that being suppressed in the Bight of Biafra it 
will not all find its way to the Bight of Benin. 

405. That is upon the assumption that the slave trade be diminished. Sup­
".,l&l8IlatlIOn to Brazil, the fact be otherwise, what would you say then ?­

.1.;~t!proV4!!d to be otherwise before I could say anything about it. 
t11at Brazil does not get her slaves now chiefly from 
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Line, to the best of my belief, until lately ; it is only within the last few years 
that they have harl authority to take vessels under the Portuguese flag south 0f 
too. Line. 

407. Chai1'1nan.] Up to the year 1830 they were confined to the north of 
the Line, and after that they went to the south also ?-North of the line, from 
all I can hear, the slave trade has been very greatly diminished, where once 
it chiefly prevailed. 

408. Lord H. Vane.] Before 1830 do you mean ?-I cannot speak particu­
larly before 1830, but to the present time it has been considerably diminished 
on the coast of Guinea. 

409. Sir E. Buxton.] Is it your opinion that if our cruisers were withdrawn ( 
the legitimate traffic would be diminished in the (Jld Calabar River ?-I should 
fear it certainly. I should v.ery much apprehend that there would be a risk 
in withdrawing our cruisers altogether from the coast. If once the slave 
traders knew that the Calabar River was as open to them as to the legitimate 
traders, I am persuaded that we should have slave-trading vessels there within 
twelve months. 

410. But from your acquaintance with the people, that is the opinion you 
form ?-Yes. 

411. Do you think that the cruisers are of advantage on the coast of Africa 
to protect the leg.itimate traffic ?-I have not been myself personally engaged 
in traffic, but from such opinions as I have heard generally expressed, and from 
such circumstances as have come to my knowledge, it would appear that our 
cruisers were of benefit in protecting our legitimate traffic. Here is an example 
of it : some of our trading vessels had a quarrel with some of the Bonny people 
two years ago, in which one of our ship's captains lost his life; a representation 
was made to the Go'-ernment here; the commodore on the station sent a 
cruiser to Bonny and demanded the criminal, and notwithstanding the strong 
reluctance of King Pepel to deliver him, inasmuch as the criminal was a head 
Jujuman, the captain of the cruiser obtained the criminal and removed him, 
to the grea\; alarm of Pepel and his people, who since that time has written to 
'Mr. Horsfall, of Liverpool, desiring missionaries for his country. 

412. What in your opinion would be the best weans of putting down the 
slave trade on that part of the coast of Africa with which you are acquainted? 
-Do the Committee mean if the cruisers were withdrawn, or previously to their 
being withdrawn? 

413. Under any circumstances ?-J should say, encourage the natives them­
selves to abolish it; for if they are not induced to abolish it in good faith and 
good will, I believe that they will still find ways and means of evading our 
cruisers, and of dealing with the slavers. We should league them against it. 

414. But is it your opinion that they might be induced to abolish it ?-It is 
my opinion that they can be induced, certainly. 

415. 'What means would you recommend?-Treaties with this country are 
a very obvious means; the legitimate trade still protected and allowed to gather 
strength would be another very obvious means. The increase of educational 
and missionary establishments all along the coast would be a very obvious 
·means. 

416. Do you think that the effect of tre.aties would be great ?- Yes, if we had 
perhaps sl)me more efficient representation of this country resident upon the 
coast; there is a want of distinct representation of this country; we have not 
C0Dsuis on the coast; for example, there are no consuls in the Bight of Riafra 
or the Bight of Benin; there is no means of reference to any British authori~. 
except a cruiser comes into the river; that is the only British authority a~ 
able, and it cannot be always or easily obtained; besides, it is not 
perhaps that would choose to refer every matter for settlement to a. 
. A civil authority would be a better reference in the first ll1~;tlaIIOOEl.;iJ4 
think that if we had Government representatives living on the 
and authorized, who could often see the parties with wboml.."i 
made, it would tend very materially t.o maintain good 

41 i. Do you think it would be effectual if we 
annual presents ?-To a certain extent. 
positively to cgive them a certain 
might be made conditionally. a; 
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brought to Ebo for the purpose of being sold for the interior, not for export ( 
.-Brought from the interior, and sold to chiefs on the co~st. , 

42 9. Brought from the interior for the purpose of bemg sol~ ~-Yes; ~he 
first migration of slaves was from the interior. The Moors havmg possesSIOn 
of the interior are laying waste the population of negroes about them, because 
the Moors are a pastoral people, which the negroes are not; the Moors 
require lands for their flocks and herds, the negl'Oes only for provisions. 

430. Is the slave market at Ebo for the purpose of exporting slaves ?-I 
cannot speak from personal knowledge as to that. 

43]. It must be either a market for slaves for the interior, or for slaves for 
exportation ?-·Not necessarily; it may be for the purpose of farming in differ- ( 
ent districts on the coast, as at Calabar; the people of Calabar buy slaves from 
the Ebo people, but they do not sell them, they employ them. King ~yo 
buys as many as he can, but he sells none; he is making many farms; build­
ing towns, and carrying on various operations. 

432. Do you imagine that the people of Calabar would sell slaves if they had 
the means ?-Some people, I fear, would. 

433. Sir E. Buxton.] Do the people of Calabar still have human sacrifices? ' 
-They have. 

434. And they are idolaters ?- There is no very obvious or glaring system of 
idolatry; they are very superstitious; they have objects of superstition, charms, 
and fetiches, and so on. 

435. Are you of opinion that throughout that country the system of human 
sacrifices is largely kept up?-Very largely; but I believe that it is on the 
decrease. 

436. In the town of Calabar?-The district of Calabar, which includes a 
number of towns. 

437. So that there is nothing in the habits or the morals of the people that 
would induce them to give up the slave trade if it were profitable to them to· 
continue it ?-I think not, if left to themselves; slavery and the slave trade 
have become so natural to them from ancient times, from old habits and insti­
tutions, thatlif left to themselves they would never think of abandoning it; some-: 
inducement must come from without. 

438. Does King Eyo employ his slaves in collecting palm oil ?-The palm­
oil tree grows in extensive forests through the country, and part of the people 
are employed in manufacturing the oil, part of the people in trading from 
town to town, and village to village, collecting it for the use of the ships. 

439. Do they cultivate the ground-nut there ?-I think not to any extent; 
they cultivate yams and other things abundantly. 

440. With respect to the climate, did you find it very injurious ?-Not at 
all injurious to myself personally; I had my health quite well. 

441. But is it your opinion, that generally the climate is very injurious?­
I could not say that I would consider it to be so injurious as reports 
commonly have represented the coast; I was disappointed agreeably in that 
respect; at the same time it is a trying climate and an exhausting climate, and 
under particular circumstances might very easily become a destructive climate; 
but under favourable circumstances, and with due care, I think persons can 
live there safely; most of our missionary band has lived; we have had 
only two deaths since we went out, and one of those was not from any disease 
of the country; we have had only one death out of about 14 persons from 
climatal disease; some of those 14 persons were blacks; West Indians. 

442. Mr. Simeon.] W'ere you at Old Calabar at the time of the visit of the 
French steamer the Ostrale ? -Yes, I was; that was I think in the month of 
August or September 1847. 

443. Were you aware of an application that was made by the chiefs 
Captain Hope, I think, to permit the English flag to be hoisted there, 
session to be taken ?-Yes, I was aware of it. 

444. Do you know whether any effect was given to 
Captain Hope stated that there was a treaty between this 
which was in force tm 1850, which treaty provided 
take any direct or decided step towards ap]pr(Jtp~~~~ 
the country in that part of the coast of 
other, and their going equal partners 
as a mutual clteck between :France 
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'on the coast, in consequence of which Captain Hope said that he could not 
hoist the Eno-lish standard without sending to the French commodore, in order 
that the Fre:ch standard should be hoisted at the same time. 

445. Then the affair of the flag remains in statu quo ?-I believe it remains 
in statu quo. 

446. Sir E. Buxton.] Did King Eyo sign any requisition ?-I believe he did, 
but 1 was not personally cognizant of it; what was signed by him, or his chief 
men, was prepared on board of one of the trading ship~; 1 was not present, 
and cannot state what the contents of the documents mIght be, but 1 under.­
stood that King Eyo agreed to it; 1 am disposed to express a doubt, however, 

• whether King Eyo and the chiefs understood what would have been indicated 
by hoisting the flag. r d" not think they meant to make over the country 
to us, but merely to put themselves under our protection. 

447. You do not think they meant to make over the sovereignty of their 
country to this country?-I do not think they meant to make over the 
sovereignty; 1 think it was in order to have a legitimate answer to give the 
French. 

448. King Eyo is a man of sagacity and intelligence, is he not ?-Very 
much so; he possesses great acutene~s, judgment) sense, and prudence. 

449. A man of superior character ?-Of very superior character and ability 
in every resp~ct. 

45 0 . Is he superior to the people generally?- Very much so; I have met 
with but few black men like him. 1 have met some in Jamaica who might be 
considered his equals, but 1 certainly have not met with any on the coast of 
Africa who mi~ht be considered his equals. 

451. Does he patronize human sacrifices ?- Not at all: he condemns and 
he opposes them; he has himself abandoned them and abolished them in his 
own patrimonial dominions, and has engaged to exert his influence to suppress 
them as far as he can in the country; acknowledging, however, that he cannot 
promise their absolute suppression, inasmuch as they might be carried on with­
out his knowledge. With the permission of the Committee, 1 wo~ld state, that 
while this country is exerting itself to prevent the selling of slaves upon the 
coast, 1 think it wouid be equally its duty to use all its influence with the 
native authorities, to prevent their ' killing their slaves, for it is certainly just 
as bad to kill them for nothing as to sell them, and perhaps rather worse; 
something has been done in that way in the Calabar River; they had a visit 
from a man-of-war 18 months ago, with a communication from our Govern­
ment here, which had a beneficial effect I believe, and I think that similar 
visits and communications all along the coast would be decidedly beneficial, 
and although perhaps not immediately effectual, would have very good effect 
in conjunction with some other means. 

452. You think that if a representation were strongly made by the Govern­
ment, and by the commercial parties engaged in traffic in the river, the people 
would be in a considerable measure induced to put down the system of 
human sacrifices?- Yes; they should be dealt with very strongly upon 
the subject; they should be told in very distinct terms that they would not be 
allowed to kill their people by hundreds and thousands for nothing. It is a bar­
barous thing that at Calabar, for instance, there should be a hundred men 
killed because one man has died. Such a superstition is an outrage on man­
kind not to be endured. 

453. "What would be the most effectual mode of enforcing recommendations 
of that sort ?-I think that pretty strong language should be used; and that 
any annual presents, or any other recognition of kings and chiefs on the coast, 
$bQuld be made to depend on their abolishing human sacrifices, as well as the 
slave trade. In that case it would not be necessary to proceed to ulterior 

~ oocided tone should be made use of in any communications 
J:el:J,lltlsting them.to abstain, but enjoining it upon 

lkitish nw;ne is held is very great 
along 
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tains of vessels is to get their ships loaded as fast as possible, and they could 
not be expected to say or do anything to the native chiefs that would prevent 
the filling of their ships. Such recommendations might come from our Liver­
pool or Bristol or London merchants, which could be communicated through 
the captains, but I think it should not be left merely to the verbal opinions 
of captains trading on the coast; their own interests might not render it 
advisable for them to speak very strongly with the natives on the subject, how­
ever well inclined otherwise. A missionary can take a stand that no captain 
can take; he has a ship to freight, and he must freight it in a few weeks; he 
must look to the interests of his family and the interests of his employers, and 
freight his ship; whereas a missionary, having no such interest to interfere ( 
with him, can make statements of that sort. In lfke manner commanders of 
our Government vessels on the coast can make such statements far more 
decidedly than any trading captain can be expected to do. 

455. Do you think that strong representations from our captains on the 
coast would have much effect with the chiefs ?-From the captains of our 
cruisers I believe they would have a good effect. I might also mention what 
I have been impressed with during my residence there; that there should be 
some distinct representation of our country on the coast, in the way of consuls, 
at different points, holding magisterial authority, to whom disputes could be 
referred, in order that our trading vessels might not come into direct collision 
with the natives. It is an awkward thing when our trading vessels are firing 
on the towns or the towns on the ships, and there is no British authority imme­
diately at hand to refer to. 

456. Colonel Thompson.] Did you ever of your own knowledge know an 
instance where slaves were put to death?-Yes; but not from seeing them. 

45i. But from what YOll consider as equivalent to knowledge; so that you 
feel certain of the fact ?-Perfectly so. 

458. To what extent has that come within your knowledge ?-The numbers 
have been variously stated; at the death of John Duke, who was a descendant 
from the sov:ereig;l Duke Ephraim, it is stated that 100 were killed. A t the 
death of the late king Eyamba also very many. 

459. Was that in the way of sacrifice?-Yes. 
460. The question applied rather to a commercial proceeding; have you of 

your own knowledge known slaves put to death because there was no sale for 
them ?- Not of my own knowledge; but I heard a statement from Captain 
Young, of Her Majesty's steamer, I think, the "Styx." Captain Young said 
that he had heard of not less than 1 ,500 or 2,000 having been put to death on 
the Dahomey coast. 

461. But he also had only heard it ?-He had heard of it from a vessel upon 
the coast, and he believed it; representations were made to this country at the 
time, and also in France; it was a very horrible transaction, and the thing was 
made public, I believe. 

462. The Committee wish to know how far such a thing has come within 
your knowledge. Do you consider that an advantage is gained by inducing the 
native chiefs at some time or other to sign a renunciation of the slave trade?­
Yes, if followed up by other measures. 

463. But is that or not, in your opinion, a point of advantage gained, inde­
pendently of whether the chiefs themselves should be very anxious to put it ill 
execution or not ?-I should say that I would not consider it of any very great 
value to go away 500 miles up the Niger and get a chief to sign a paper with 
which he was little acquainted, and then go away down again and leave him. 
I can suppose little value in that; but I suppose the signing of treaties would be 
taken in connexion with other measures, and then I think the signing of treaties 
would be of value. 

464. Would you consider it an advantage if the man-of-war went 
and the captain said, "Here is a treaty which you have 1!111i~Utl4l.l. 
give up the slave trade, and we expect you to act upon 
that would be of advantage 1-1 think it would. 

465. Chairman.] Have you any other stli~tellll,ent>~WI 
the Committee ?-No, I do not remember 
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Sir Clw1'les Hotha17l, ll. N., K. C. B., called in; and Examined. 

466. Chairman.] YOU have, 1 bel ip,ve, recently held the command of the 
'British squadron on the West Coast of Africa ?- I have. 

467. When were you relieved on that station ?-I was relieved on 1 st March 
] 849· 

468. How long had you held the command of that African station ?-From 
October 1846 until March 1849. 

469. What was the naval force u::ually under your orders ?-It seldom averaged 
-2 2 ships of all kinds. 

470. How ma~y of those were steamers ?-It would be difficult to give an 
average of those; the number varied very much. 

471. What was the lar~est number of steam-vessels that you had under your 
-orders at any time ?-The largest number was seven. • 

47:2. Was that force in a high state of discipline, generally speaking ?-I 
thought w. 

473. VVere your views carried out by the officers under your command to your 
-entire satisfaction ?-Entirelv so. 

474. What was the result of your operations; did you succeed in stopping 
.the slave trade ?-No. 

475. Did you cripple it to such an extent as in your opinion is calculated to 
.,give to the slave trade a permanent check ?-No. 

476. What is the length ()f the line of coast OIl the western side of Africa 
along which in your opinion the slave trade could be carried on ?-Two tbousand 
one hundred and ninety-five miles. 

477. I n your ofJinion, is the blockade of the whole of that line of coast at all 
seasons of the year, and at all periods of the 24 hours, practicable ?-Certainly 
not. 

478. Will you be so good as to state to the Committee why you consider it 
is impossible so to blockade the wbole line of the coast undel' all those circum­
-stances ?-Because the distance clivided by the number of cruisers, namely 24 
,cruisers, will give 91 miles for each cruiser to watch. , 

4i9. What are the two points between which you think it would be necessary 
to carryon blockading operations ?-Cape Roxo on the north and Little Fish Bay 
on the south, but I confine myself to the limits of my own station. 

480. Do you think it would be impracticable under any circumstances to 
conduct slave-trading operations north 0'" south of those tll'O points ?-I see no 
reason why it should not be done either north or south. 

tl.t?:alti-., <o.l- ·tlnrhlr·!ltA;nd that you consider that the extent of 91 miles is too great a 
~~ .. ~!!t:tl!it!!d&~pal operation of a single cruiser ?-1 <.lo. 

exertions of a cruiser would be foiled 
could 
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for carrying on the operations of the blockadillg squadron ?-No; at certain 
seasons of tbe year there are fogs, and what are termed smokes. . 

484. Are those fogs sufficiently dense to prevent the successf~l exertIOns of the 
cruisers during the time they prevail ?-They cripple their exertIOns. . 

4 85. At the iime when the fogs do not prevail is the atmosphere as clear as It 
is in these latitudes ?-I think not. 

480. How far from a ship's deck will a cruiser, under ordinary circumstances, 
be visible during the night ?-A trial was made during a full moon by the" Am­
phitrite," with a commanding breeze, and the interval from the time of quitting 
the ship till losing sight of her was ten minutes. . . ' . 

487. Can you give the Committee any informatIOn as to the relative facility 
which would be afforded to a vessel under similar circumstances on the coast of 
Europe?-Y ou would see a vessel on the coast of E'urope, with a commanding 
breeze, half an hour; that would be the interval from the time of quitting till the 
time she was out of sigbt. 

488. It appears by papers laid before this Committee that during the last five 
years a vast number of slaves were carried off from the coast of Africa for the 
Brazilian market, and [hat a comparatively small number wcre conveyed to the 
market of the Spanish West Indies; how do you account for those two facts ?­
Because the government of Cuba was unfavourable to the admission of more 
slaves, and therefore co-operated with you, while the government of Brazil rather 
assisted than the reverse the exertions of the slave dealers. 

489. Your officers, I presume, stopped all vessels alike; they stopped all they 
could; they showed no favour to vessels guing to Brazil ?-They visited every 
vessel to verify her flag. 

490. If that be the case it would seem an error to set down to the credit of the 
blockading squadron the comparative extinction , of the slave trade with the 
Spanish West Indies ?-To a certain extent, yes; but both should be taken into 
consideration together. 

491. There has been a very great decrease in the slave trade carried on to the 
Spanish West.Jndia 'Islands, while there has been an increase of the slave trade 
to the coast of Brazil; under those circumstances it would seem a fair inference 
that the distinction was not created by yourself and the squadron, bu t by tbe dif· 
ferent ciTcumstances of the two countries to which the slaves were sent ?-I con-· 
nected the squadron with the domestic government of Cuba, because the slave 
trade to Cuba was confined to certain points which could, from particular cir­
cumstances, be effectually guarded, and therefore I connected a reference to that 
part of the coast with the policy of the Cuban government. 

492. Sir E. Buxton. ] To what parts of the coast of Africa do you allude ?-I 
allude now to the coast between Sierra Leone and Cape Palm as. 

493· Chai1"nwn. ] You understand that the slaves have been chiefly sent from 
those parts of the coast of Africa to Cuba ?-Principally so. 

494. Is it the case that the people of Cuba give a preference to the slaves 
from that part of Africa ?-I presume it is from that reason. 

495. Will you be so kind as to explain from what circumstances it is that that 
part of the coast admits of 'being more effectually guarded ?-Because there are 
tracts of country between which the slave trade is not permitted, therefore they 
can only ship at certain points. 

496. When you stated to the Committee that the slave trade could be carried 
on to the extent of 2,100 mil(:s, did you include those portions of the coast to 
which you are now adverting ?-I did. 

497. Do you understand that no slaves are sent to the Spanish West In.dia 
Isiands from the parts of Africa south of the Equator ?-No, certainly not, inas­
much as two vessels have sailed out of the River Bras or the Quorra River for 
Cuba, but I wish to observe that previously the trade had been . 
the Gallinas, Sheoar, and the northern coast, the coast I have j 

498. Do you attribute the comparative suppression of the 
Spanish West; India Islands mainly to the proceedings of 
there ?-To the local government, connected with the 
on that paljt of the coast. I think the question ;,[n:eVlllill 
explain the reason why the trade had dec~reaseitl):fi'" 
I have said that it was from the 
coast; I afterw~ds said thut they 
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River Bras, therefore that being of a recent date has nothing to do w.ith the Sir C. Hutham, n.N. 

diminution of the trade in Cuba before. K. C.l!. 

499. Has the Brazilian slave trade been very vigorous during the last three 
years ?-Very much so. 25 April 1

849. , 

• 500. From your ex perience of the slave trade have you any reason to doubt 
that the slave trade is acted on by the same causes which affect legitimate 
branches of commercial industry ?- I think it is acted on by the same causes. 

50}, And consequently a stagnation of the general business of Brazil would. 
be, under ordinary circumstances, accompanied by a stagnation of the slave 
trade ?-I should think so. 

502. Do you bappen to know wbether, during the last year, commerce has 
~e~n depressed in Brazil ?- During the existence of commercial distress in 
Europe, the trade of Brazil was certainly affected; I learned it from intercepted 
letters and from other causes; principally from intercepted letters. 

503. Has there been any relaxation in the activity with which the slave trade 
has been carried on between the coast of Africa and Brazil ?- Yes, during the 
time to which I have just referred. 

5°4. Sup'posing tbe demann for slaves to be very high in Brazil, is it your 
opinion that it would be practically possible to prevent the demand obtaining a 
supply from the coast of Africa ?-Not by our present measures. 

505. Are you acquainted with any modification of the present measures which 
would effect that object?-I am not. 

506. Supposing the present policy of this country, of attempting to stop the 
slave trade by a blockading squadron, to be persisted in, can you look forward 
to any definite period when it will effect the extinction of the slave trade ?-1 
cannot. 

507. Under tbose circumstances you must look upon the blockading squooron 
not as a temporary expedient, but as the normal state of our policy as applied to 
that subject ?- I hardly know how to answer that question; but I should say 
yes. 

508. Are you acquainted with any plan of operations which would perma­
nently extinguish the slave trade in two or three years ?- It would b~ very vain. 
in me to say that I am; but I am intimately persuaded that our present mea­
sures are perfectly futile, and tbat our operations should be uudertaken on the 
other coast, in connexion with the Brazilian government. 

509. A plan for suppressing the slave trade was laid before a Committee 
appointed to consider this s\lbject last year, by an officer of great intelligence. 
Captain Denman, and it excited a great deal of attention. Are you acquainted 
with the general features of that plan ?-I am. 

510. Do you think that plan is calculated to effect the extinction of the slave 
trade within any definite period ?-Certainly not, with the exception of the coast 
between Cape Palmas and Sierra Leone, where alone it is in any way applicable. 

511. What facilities does that part of the coast afford for the successful operlt­
tion of Captain Denman's plan ?-There is not there a continuous line of country 
whereon the slave trade is conducted, which is the case on almost every other 
part of the coast. 

5) 2. Are there any other circumstances which would facilitate the successful 
application of Captain Denman's scheme 1-1 do not recollect allY at the present 
moment. 

513. There are some difficulties arising from the fogs ?-Precisely; the coast 
is subject to the contingencies of weather. 

514. Are you acquainted with the lagoon which lies between Sierra Leone and 
the G~linas River ?-Only by report. 

filS. You must necessarily be acquainted with its existence, and with its cha­
\.~lOler "!-~3.:llJat it exists, I am aware. 

offer any facilities for carrying off slaves from the coast? 
~"!i~_'I'~1Ull River. 

of the shoal lying between 
say might be 
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decreased, or should you rather infer that the slave trade would shift its quarters 
and break out to the same extent elsewhere ?-I believe that the slave trade 
could be conducted on any part of the West coast of Africa, and that blocking it 
up in one place would have no great effect upon the general amount of the 
trade. 

519. Do you know whether the slave traders prefer the west to the east coast 
for their operations ?- I am not aware, but I have recently heard that they have 
shifted from the west coast to the east coast, in conseq uenee of the number of 
captures which have been made upon the western coast. 

520. From the geographical position of the eastern coast with re!,(ard to 
Brazil, would not it be necessary to carryon the slave trade in another descrip­
tion of craft than those employed on the western coast ?-In larger and bette{-
found vessels. < 

5:21. W' ould not the voyage be a longer and a more precarious voyage?-The 
voyage would also be longer. 

52~. 'Vould not a slave vessel making a voyage from the eastern coast be more 
liable to capture than when proceeding from the western coast ?-I have never 
served on the eastern coast, and therefore cannot answer that question. 

523. Sir E. BMxtOJZ.] All vessels coming from the east coast must Gome round 
by the Cape of Good Hope?- Yes. 

524. Does not that fact that they must all come round by the Cape of Good 
H0pe give greater opportunity to our cruisers to catch them ?-Never having 
served upon that station, I cannot answer the question. 

525. Chairman.] Looking at the facilities which the geographical position of 
the western coast would give to traders carrying their cargoes to Brazil, would not 
it be a fair inference tbat they would prefer the westel'll coast to the eastern, if 
both offered them equal facilities in other respects ?- A great deal depends upon 
the character of the slave which is required in Brazil at the moment, as well as 
upon the geographical position. 

526. Sir E. BMxton.] Independently of your local knowledge as an officel' 
who has had great experience, would not you say that the greater distance, the 
stormy nalllre of that part of the ocean, and the necessity of passing round the 
Cape of Good Hope, must throw great impediments in the way of the slave trade 
from the east coast ?-My impressions are the other way, but never having served 
there I am not com retent to gi ve an opinion. 

527. It is your impression that the necessity of passing round the Cape of Good 
Hope and the greater length of the voyage ',,"ould not form any impediment to the 
slave trade on the east coast of Africa ?-That is my opinion, but I am not a com­
petent witness upon the matter. 

528. Chairman.] Have you ever been professionally employed upon the coast 
of Brazil ?-But a short time. 

529. Did you command a vessel upon the coast ?- I commanded the ',' Gorgon" 
steam-vessel. 

530. How long were you upon the coast of Brazil ?--The greater part of my 
sen'ice in that country was in the River Plate. Any information I have as to the 
Brazils is more from conversation, and from collecting the opinions of persons 
competent to give an opinion, than from any experience of my own. 

531. Did you ever land in the Brazilian territory?---I have repeatedly. 
532. Has your experience on the coast of Bl'Uzil enabled you to form a judg­

ment of the description of slave which would be most in demand there ?-An 
officer can only be guided by what he learns from persons competent to give 
an opinion. I have conversed a good deal with slave captains; I have conversed 
with merchalJts, and I have conversed with persons familiar with the country; 
and from their opinions I gather that there is a great diflercnce in the character 
of the slave that is required for different purposes, and in different parts oft be 
,country. 

533. For instance, in Bahia there is a particular slave requi 
sedan chair carrying, and he must be of a certain stature, and 
Then ano~he,. slave is wanted, a domestic servant, and he 
ii"om a particular part of the coast, because there the 

534. Sir R. H. Inglis. ] Is there any distinction 
coffee cultivation, and the slave employed 
aware. 

535. The proportion of slaves 

• 
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not, probably, represent any great nu~ber of those who may. be importe? from Sire.Hotltam,lt.N. 
Africa ?-The amount of slaves requIred for that and Balna purposes IS very K. C.ll. 

nearly J 0,000 persons, imported annually into Bahia, an.d ~hey a;~ very nearly of 
the salce class, the same character, and tbe same descnptlOn. I bey are all men ~5 April 1849. 

• of large stature; required for a particular purpose. 
536. 'Will you state to the Committee what proportion of the 10,000 may be 

employed and required for one service, and what for anotiJer ?- I cannot do t!lat. 
537. You mean, generally, that the Committee should understand that 10,0~O 

slaves are imported annually into Bahia, for the purposes of Bahia itself ?-Precisely 
so; I take 1\1r. Porter's Report, which is tbe most accurate source of information . 
• 538. Sir E. Buxton.] Those 10,000 persons are employed for domestic pur­

pose:; ?-The greater part of th,e slaves in Bahia COllle from the Bight of Benin. 
I believe that not more than two vessels sail to the south coast for domestic 
purposes. 

539. You do not mean to say that all thoRe 10,000 persons are of the descrip­
tion of slaves used for domestic purposes ?-I mean that there is a class of 
10,000 persons in round numbers, deducting from that 10,000, to speak more 
accurately. two cargoes of vessels from the south coast; those persons are all of 
the same character and the same class. 

540. The whole of the 10,000?-Very nearly. 
541. And all that class of persons are used for domestic servan~s ?-They are 

used for tbe purposes of' Bahia. 
542. Sir R. H . Inglis.] To the exclusion of sugar cultivation 01' coffee culti­

vation r-I cannot answer that question; they are used for Bahia purposes; but, 
as a naval officer, I cannot be expected to understand the details of the matter. 

5+3. Chai1·man.] It appears that the slave trade to the coast of Brazil is much 
larger nolV than it was in the years 18.12 and 1843; are you cognizan t of that 
fact ?-l believe that it is so. 

544. It has been stated, to a"Committee appointed to consider this question, by 
several naval officers, that if the same vigilant proceedings that were employed in 
the years 1842 and 1843 were now in operation, they would effectually extinguish 
the slave trade. Do you concur in that opinion ?-I cannot say tbar I do; the 
slave trade was then only in its infancy; the slave captains had, and particularly 
to the south of the Line, very little ex perience; and tberefore it was in proportion 
much easier to catch them. 

545. Do you happen to know whether, at that time, the commercial world was 
suffering from depression ?-l do not. 

546. Do you happen to know whether, at that time, General Valdes was Gover­
nur-general of Cuba ?-I mn not certain; I believe he was. 

547 . Captaill Butterfield stated, that he found the slave traders on the coast 
were breaking up their establishments, and were returning to Brazil, in consequence 
of the successful activity of the Briti~h squadron; ~hould you attribute such aban­
donment of their establishments, by the slave traders, exclusively to the operation 
of the squadron ?-Ill some degree; probably they found tbat the spot was so 
well watched that it would be impossible to effect a shipment, and therefore they 
removed to another place, where it would be more easy. 

548. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Do you concei~'e that an increase of the steam force, 
as compared with the ~ailing force, would materially, or in any degree, tend to 
effect OUl' great object, the suppression of the ~Iave trade ?-I do not think tiO. 

549· "Vill you be pleased to state to the Committee the grounds upon which 
you consider that the employment of steam force would not be effectual, or 
more effectual, than that of the sailing force in the suppression of the slave trade? 
-Because the Brazilians would immediately employ the same description of 
vessel. and steam against steam would place matters worse than they are no,,". 

A~~lillttjng that the Brazilians could send to the coast of Africa a steam 
carrying away slaves, do you not conceive that tonnage 

man against I1nm, an English steam vessel would 
COll1~IQe.rmg the climate, the general state 

the coast of Africa, it 
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the weather, can bardly be acquired by the means of wind ?-Certainly, as a 
general rule. 

552. Are there any circumstances connected with the employment of steam on 
the coast of Africa, which would exclude from the steam so employed the benefits 
of the general principle which you have admitted ?-1 tbink not. 

553. Then you wish the Committee to understand that you do not retain 
strongly, at all events, your opinion tbat steam might not be employed advanta­
geously ?- I consider, that if we introduced a great increase of our steam force, 
the Brazilian would immediately meet it in the same way, and that we should 
have placed ourselves at a disadvantage. 

554. Do not yon consider that, tonnage against tonnage, the cost of stearn 
navigation is infinitely greater than the cost of sail$ ?-Cel'tainly . 
. 555. Do you suppose that there is in Brazil such a salient source of wealth as 
can compete with England in employing steam navigation ?-The Brazilians are 
~uflPosed to be now laying out three millions in the slave trade; a nation which 
can do that can easily provide steam vessels. 

556. Do you wisb the Committee to understand in mentioning that sum, that 
it is 3,600,000 l. sterling employed by Brazilian traders and slave dealers, or do 
you wish the Committee to understand that that amount, if it be correctly stated, 
is supplied, in part at least, by the natives of other countries besides Brazil ?-I 
mean the actual payment obtained for slaves, supposing 60,000 slaves to be 
imported into Brazil, is not much less than 3,600,000 l., and a nation which can 
find that sum will, I think, not find any difficulty in providing steam vessels . 

.')57. Do you reckon 60,000 slaves to be sold at such a price per man as to 
give you the 3,600,000 l. ?-I take that which is stated to be the price in the 
Evidence before the Committee; I take 60 t. as the price of a slave. 

558. Lord J. Hay.] Have you any means of knowing the expense of equipping 
a sailing vessel for the slave trade equal to carry 500 sla'Ves ?-Taking all vessels, 
I consider I should generally estimate the expense at 7 t. a ton, but that can only 
be taken on the average of vessels. 

559. W~lat sized vessel can conveniently stow 500 slaves, according to the 
present custom ?-1 have here an account of slaves according to section 2 of the 
5th and 6th of William the 4th, 352 slaves in the proportion to 100 tons. 

560. Does that represent a single vessel ?-Yes. 
561. I believe the" Pluto" has served under your orders ?-She has. 
562. She is a steam-vessel?-Yes. 
56.3. What is the tonnage of the" Pluto," and her power of engine ?-I forget 

at this moment. 
56'4. What number of slaves do you consider the "Pluto" equal to carry?­

I should think the" Pluto " could carry 1,400 slaves. 
565. Chairman.] Do you consider that the slave trade bas been generally 

regulated by the strength and efficiency of the British squadron on the coast, or 
by the commercial demand for slaves ?-I consider it is entirely dependant upon 
the commercial demand for slaves, and has little or no connexion with the 
squadron. 

566. MI'. Jaclcson.] Do you think, in the event of steam-boats being employed 
for the transport of slaves from the coast of Africa to the Brazils, those steam­
boats being Guilt for the express purpose of evading our cruisers, and supposing our 
cruisers were steam·boats also, it would be necessary to go to the same cost in the 
construction of steam-boats to carry slaves, as our Government goes to in the con­
struction of a steam-boat like the" Pluto" ?-Supposing we were to employ an 
entire steam squadron on the coast, I apprehend it would be necessary for 
Brazilians to go to that expense; supposing matters to be left as they ar~ 
I consider the policy of the Brazilian is to employ his steam power 
rU:l ill and shi p his slaves, trusting to his sails f01' the rest of the p8~_ 

567. Do you think it would be necessary for the 
~quipped for warlike purposes in the same way that 
saril)' be to capture them ?-No. 

56tl. Therefore they would cost so 
amount of the armament. 

569. It has been stated before this 
Brazilian ste~ller would be 
coast with a cargo of shwes.; 
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passage under sail; she would not light her fires until withIn 300 miles of the Sir C. Hvllwm, R.N. 

coast, and she would not require to expend more than five days' fuel. h.C.B. 

5iO. Mr. Cardwell.] Are there not many steamers in the United States of 
America, and other places, which may be very fast .. going steamers, but which sold, 25 April 1849. , 

either new or second-band, would be much cheaper than a British steamer huilt in 
the dockyard at home ?-Decidedly . 

571. if the Brazilian slave traders resorted to vessels of that kind, it would 
diminish the amount of expense you are speaking on-Yes; and they would 
diminish the expense, by employing high-pressure engines alone, without making 
any other calculation. 

572. Sir E. Buxton.] Have there been steamers- employed already in the slave 
·trade ?-1 know of only two; there may have been more. 

573. Have those steamers been captured ?-The "Penelope" captured one, 
and there is an account in the paper of the other having been captured. I only 
give tbe newspaper report. . 

574. So that the only two steam-vessels which have already been employed, as 
far as your knowledge goes, have been captured ?-They have been captured ; 
but if the report is true as regards the" Providencia," she has cleared herself over 
and over again, ina'smuch as she has made five or six successful passages. 

575. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Have you any reason to believe that the Brazilians are 
at this moment building steam-vessels to any extent at all ?- I have no reason to 
believe it. 

5i6. You have no reason to believe the truth of the report that a vessel or 
2,000 tons fox steam navigation was building at Rio in the course of the IClst 
winter ?-I have no reason to believe it. 

577. Admiral Bowles.] Did I understand you correctly that a vessel of 100 
tons would carry 300 slaves ?-We took a vessel of 60 tons and she had 300 
slaves on board. 

578. On deck?-There was a deck cargo, and others stood below. There 
were two cases which will elucidate the subject better, if I may be allowed to 
read them, and give them in as evidence. On the 11 th of December 1847 the 
" Ferret" captured a brig of 167 tons, with 852 slaves and 30 seame~ on board ; 
127 slaves died before adjudication; the average number of persons per 100 
tons of the vessel's burden was 528. On the 8th of December 1847 the 
"Grappler" captured a brig called the Arguia, with 740 slaves on board and 
28 men; the tonnage by the second section of the Act was 95 tons, and she is 
supposed to have been about 150 tons; by the former measurement she was 
carrying 800 persons per 100 tons of her burden, and 27 slaves died before 
trial. The" Brazilencia" was captured on the 12th of October 1848; she had 
703 slaves on board and 27 seamen, and 300 slaves were removed to the 
" Dolphin," both vessels sailed to Sierra Leolle; 37 slaves died; she averaged 
by the second section 829 men per 100 tons, and by the sixth section 442. 

579. Sir E. Buxton.] You have stated that the total extent of the slave coast 
is 2,195 miles ?-I have. 

580. But from that you wish to deduct that part of the coast where l'l0 slave 
trade exists ?-I have calculated the whole coast upon which the slave trade is 
conducted. The extent of the station was 3,000 miles; therefore, a deduction 
of :l,195 miles from 3,000 is to be made to give the length of coast to which the 
slave trade does not extend. 

581. Then that part of the coast where the slave trade does not exist is not 
included in the 2,195 miles ?-It is not. 

582. What is the total distance from Cape Ruxo to Little Fish Bay 1- Without 
measuring it, I can hardly state what it is exactly; I should say it is about 2,800 
milM. 

there not some parts of that coast where, during a great part of the 
l~POS&ll):le to ship slaves ?-According to the received idea among 

alated the fact correctly, but not according to the idea 
assured me over and over again that they can ship 
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Sir C.Hothalll, R.N. probability is perfectly clear; the slaver gets her obs~\'vati?n, a?d by l'unniD:g in a 
K.C. B. certain course she hits her port; whereas the man-of··war IS drIven about WIth the 

current, and hardly knows exactly where she is. 
25 April 1849. 587. With respect to the slave trade to Cuba, you have stated that the ~Iave 

trade has languished in Cuba because the Government has not been favourable to 
the trade ?-I give the received opinion. 

588. Are you aware that there has been a very great Dumber of coffee planta­
tions given up in Cuba, and that in consequence of that, a great number of slaves 
have been turned over to sugar planting ?-I am not acquainted with the state of 
Cuba. 

589. You are not aware what causes have operated in Cuba to prevent the im-
portation of slaves ?-Generally speaking, it is the want of demand. () 

590. Besides that, is not the voyage to Cuba mU'Ch longer than the voyage to 
Brazil ?-It is; it requires a better vessel; a better-found ship. 

59 I. Is not there a-greater chance of capture with respect to vessels going to 
Cuba r-Not from the African squadron certainly, because they more speedily get 
out of the limits of the station; with reference to the West India arrangemnnts I 
am unable to speak. 

592. Has not Cuba been supplied from that part of the coast which could easily 
be guarded, as you have stated ?-It had been supplied up to this time from the 
nearest part of tbe slave coast to Cuba, as a general rulf-. 

593. So that our cruisers have been able to guard that part of the coast from 
which Cuba has hitherto been supplied ?-Generally speaking, yes. 

594- You think, in spite of that, the effect of dillJinishing the slave trade has not 
been produced 2-1 speak particularly with reference to Brazil, becallse I am more 
familiar with that than with the other; but the number of sla\'es imported into Brazil 
frolll that part (the north coast) is as a drop in the ocean compared with the rest. 
I will give tbe number of captures, and the position of the captures, to show how 
the slavers regulate their su pplies: from the 14th of October 1846 to the 3 I st of 
October 1846 there was one vessel taken in the north, none in the Bights, and six 
in the south; in the year 1847 there were five taken in the north, 17 in the Bights, 
and 52 in t0e soutb ; from the 1 st of January to the) st of March 1849 there 
were ]5 taken in the north, !20 in the Bights, and 57 in the south; so that the 
captures in the south are considerably more than the rest of the coast of Africa 
put together, with the exception of the east coast. 

595. Mr. Milnes.] You have stated that you considered that the amount of 
slaves exported from the coast of Africa was chiefly regulated by the demand in 
Brazil; in a despatch of yours to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated the 17th 
of AUf;ust 1848, you stated that, during the 22 months of the experience of 
your squadron, you had captured 143 slave vessels \Iith 11,700 slaves on board; 
do you wish the Committee to understand that you consider that the places of 
those 11,700 slaves. which by the exertions of your squadron were saved from 
captivity, were supplied by something like the same nnmber of slaves taken from 
other quarters ?-l am unaule to answer that question as it is put; but I should 
apprebend that they have always had the exact number of slaves in the B.razils, 
which they have required. Having been unable to procure them from one part 
of tlie world they Iiave gone to anot.her; there/ure I do not consitler that the 
number of slaves which we have taken has, us a general rule, affected the question; 
but that is merely a matter of opinion. 

596. Admiral Bowles.j Wbat proportion of vessels do you consider to have 
escaped anllually, compared with those which have been captured r-I think we 
have taken a little more than one-third. 

597. Mr. Gladstone.] That is, of vessels ?-Uf' vessels. 
598. But nut of slaves ?-On the whole, we have taken during my command, 

173 vessels, and 15,462 slaves; that is in two-und-a-half years. 
599. You estimate the proportion of vessels captured to be rather 

one-third of the total number employed; can you also give the 
estimate of the proportion of slaves ca ptmed to the total 
exported ?-To do that one must know the total number of 
Brazil, which I have always considered to be 
the data given as to it to be, generally "11.,a".u~~~, 
Brazil they have the means of calc . 
would lead one to imagine. 

600. A thifd of the 
captlll'ed ; are the 
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ried their cargoes to Brazil ?-The only way of estimating the thing is to say 
that 60,000 slaves have gone into Brazil in a year, and to say three-and-a-half 01' 
four, as a nominal number, has been the average per ton; in that way you can 
make the calculation, but I do not know any otber. 

601. You are not ahle to state to the Committee the per-centage, according 
to any calculation which you think trustworthy ?- Certainly not. 

602. Lord H. Vane.] Have you any means of calculating the proportion of 
deaths of the slaves ?- I think there is a very good rule of calculating them, by 
taking the deaths in our own ~quadron; I am of opini~n that when they come 
under our care after capture, the losses are more consIderable tban they would 

4 have been if they had remained in the hands of tbe dealers; to obviate that I 
provided, in the latter part of -my time, a dietary, and gave an order that the slaves 
should be fed according to that dietary, aud not according to option, as was the 
case before, t.hinking that the deatbs had been caused by over-feeding. 

603 . What was the result of that arrangement ?-I do not think we have had 
sufficient time to ascertain that. 

604. Mr. Jackson.] You stated that the cost of a vessel of 100 tOllS was 700 I., 
and that she would carryover 350 slaves, making that part of the cost of the 
freight equal to ').1. a head, supposing the vessel were used for no other purpose, 
and that she carried the 350 over. Had you ever any opportunity of ascertaining 
what was the additional cost for wages and provisions of the crew of a vessel 
during the voyage ?- None tbat could be depended upon, 

605. Have you in your own mind estimated the proportion of the cost on each 
slave, in addition to the first cost of tbe vessel ?-We take seamen at 1 s. a day, 
the master is paid before he embarks; he is afterwards paid about 100 l. in the 
event of his succeeding, and in some cases he is allowed a certain amount of 
tonnage in the vessel; a doubloon, I believe, to be given to each seaman, and he 
also is paid so much more, but how much I cannot inform the Committee, on a 
successful voyage. 

606. How many men would there be on board a vessel of 100 tons ?-From 
17 to 18. • 

607. That would be, say I t. a day for wages ?-Yes. 
608. What would be the cost of working a vessel of 100 tons; bel' first cost 

being 700 l. or 21. a head j the next, 20S. a day for 20 seamen; would you add 
as mucb more for food ?-I would include everything in the 20S. a day. 

609. How many days would she be on the voyage ?- You ought not to give 
her less than 70 days, because she may have to lie off the coast for a cargo. 

610. If we allow 1001. more for wages and provisions, in addition to the cost 
of the sbip, it makes the outlay for the adventure, including vessel, wages, and 
pro\' isions of the seamen, 800 t. Thell you would add 100 t. to the captain, 
and as much more for bounty to the men; making the total cbarge of a vessel 
carrying 350 slaves 1,0001. ?-Yes, that would be about the amount. 

611. Or in round numbers 3l. per head ? -Yes. 
612. Do you know what is tbe average cost of a slave on the coast of Afric,a? 

-It depends very mucb upon circumstances; from 3t. up to lSl. 
613. Wbat would you take to be tbe average cost; would you go as high as 

6 t. ?-I should say auout 9 t. a head would be the average. 
614. Taking 6 I. to be tbe cost of the slave, and proceeding upon the assump~ 

tion of one out of three being captured, .the cost of carrying over the remain~ng 
two would be, at 9 t. a man, 18 t. j to whIch must be added 9 t. as the loss on the 
one taken, making the cost of two slaves in Brazil 2i t., or 1.3 l. lOS. per head. 
If the price of a slave on landing in Brazil were 60 t., there would be a profit, 
not"'thstanding the capture of one-third, and including the (:ost of the two ships, 
wbic:b took over the two-thirds of 46/. lOS. a head ?-l think that would be so. 

61 Buxton:] Have not the slave traders very expensive establishments 
~7~~~jl~·~~PIe.n.Eli~e in comparison, but not expensive according to our ide!lS. 

tbink the two vessels that bad escaped would sell 
the trader is put to Olll shore 

Sir C.Iio/ham, R.N. 

K.C. B. 
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f ir C.J{vtliarn, R.N. 619. Along that coast of 2,100 miles there must be many of those men, must 
K. C. B. not there ?-There are a great many. 

620. In your calculation you have added nothing for the heavy expense of 
those establishments ?-I have not included them . 

62 I. Mr. Jackson.] What do you consider would be the average loss. of life 
out of every 100 slaves shipped for delivery on the coast of Africa, supposing the 
vessel not to be distressed by any pursu1it, but that she had a regular voyage ?­
The a\'emge number of deaths under our hands, which, as I said befor~, I con­
ceive to have arisen from bad management, is' nine per cent. ; but as I thmk, as a 
general rule, they would get them across with only five per cent. ioss. In one 
case of a brig which was taken on the Brazilian coast, and sent to Sierra Leone 
with a month's passage, the lieutenant in charge only lost five, she having made 
first a passage to Brazil, and then the passage from Brazil to Sierra Leone. 

622. If we add 2/. to the 271., which is nearly 10 pel' cent., have you any 
doubt that that would cover all the loss which might arise from death ?-It would 
be an ample' calculation. 

623. That would yield a profit of 451. lOS., supposing the price of the slave to 
average 60 l. on arrival in Brazil ?-Yes. 

624. A nel allowing for the capture of one vessel out of three? - Yes. 
625. Mr. Cardwell.] So that, in your judgment, upon the whole, following 

the calculation which has been submitted to you, taking 60 l. as the selling price 
in the Br<lzils, an adventure of this kind would yield upon the av~rage a profit 
of 451. lOS., upon a total outlay of 141. lOS, ?-I should think so. 

626, NIr. Jackson.] After allowing 33 per cent. of the amount invested to be 
lost in the way of capture?-Yes. 

627. Do you think if the Brazilians employed steam boats there would be any 
rliminution in the loss of life ?-I do not think I am competent to answer that 
question. They themselves are strongly prejudiced against steam vessels. The 
natural inference, therefore is, that the slaves land in a more emaciated state, and 
that the speculation is not so good a one. 

628. From that the Committee may infer that if they did employ steam boats. 
the horrors 'Of the trade would be rather increased than diminished ?-I should 
think so, they are forced to depend upon distilled water, which is anotber element 
wbich enters into the calculation. 

629. The Committee understand you to say that a steam vessel would only use 
her steam power four or five days, till she got a good offing from the coast?­
That would be the whole time she would be required to use her steam power, 
excluding chases and casualties, which one cannot foresee. 

630. Supposing one of the steam boats which you have under your command 
were to give chace from any given point of the coast of Africa, to a vessel so 
equipped, how long would you be enabled to chace her under steam; how many 
days' coal would you have on board for that purpose ?-It would depend on how 
long the Ulan-of-war had been absent from a depot. 

631. You have a dep6t at Fernando Po ?- We have. 
632. Supposing a steamer were going to embark slaves at Lagos, how many days 

would it take you to steam from Fernando Po to Lagos?-A little more than two days. 
633. Supposing you had taken in a full supply of coal at Fernando Po and 

steamed to Lagos, where you would have to beat on and off in anticipation of this 
vessel coming out under steam, how many days could you give chace to the 
steamer, assuming that she had not used her coal, but was in full coal for a good 
run ?-That can only be answered by estimating the speed at which you travel; for 
instance, from Fernando Po you must steam round Cape Formosa; then from Cape­
Formosa to Lagos you have a fair Ivind and would sail; therefore you would arrive 
off Lagos with as much coal as the steamer would have. 

634. You think under such circumstances you could chase her as 
could steam ?-Yes. 

635. Then you would have to chase her with canvas after tba~ 
bave not captured her, but every probability is in favour of yput 

636. How many days' coal should you require to h~ve. Q8 

sible to give a general answer to that question~ one 
ferent quantity from a.nother; one shlp would 
another vessel would not stow coals f9r rtin,rRilf1j 

637, It hasobeen intimated 
ing to the coast of Africa 'Velillellll' 

stationed on that coast for 
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they, in your opinion, fully carry out the object that Government would have in Sir C. Hotham, a.N. 
view in sending them; could they stow sufficient coal for the purpose of giving K. c. B. 

chase to a steamer built for the slave trade ?-In my opinion, they are the best ves-
sels that could be sent to the coast of Africa; they stow a large quantity of coal; 25 Apri11849· 

• they have great sailing power, and they could economize their fuel to a much 
greater extent than the common class of steamers. 

63 8. Sir E. Buxton.] With respect to your calculation of the profit of 401. 
upon each slave which is landed, you have stated in your despatch, dated the 
] 7th of August] 848, that the slave trade upon the coast of Africa would be 
quite at an end were it not assisted by very larg€ importations from the east?­
I gave a quotation; I made no statement of lIlY own; what I wished to assure 
the authorities at home was, that every possible exertion had been made by their 
squadron ; I had nothing further from my milld th&n to prove that the slave 
trade was extinguished or diminished to any extent by those means. 

639. I am to understand that, though you made this quotation, you do not 
agree '" ith the gentleman yourself?-I gave his words, without offering any 
opinion; I only wishtd to assure the authorities at home that, in the judgment 
of the dealers, we had driven the vessels, by the activity and exertions of the 
crui,ers, from the west coast to another part of Africa. 

640. Y 011 are not able to give any opinion to the Committee whether that 
quotation was accurate or not ?-My opinion is, that it is accurate, inasmuch as 
I heard it from men who were located 500 and 600 miles apart, not only on 
the coast south of the Line, but also at the Gallinas; I have asked dealers how 
the trade had been progressing, and they have said it had been driven to the 
east coast of Africa, and that large shipments in Rio had he en made from there. 

641. Does not it appear to you natural to suppose that if this trade has been 
only maintained by the assistance of the east coast, there must be some incorrect­
ness in your calculation, that under present circllmstances a profit of 401. a slave 
is obtained by the slave dealers ?-I do not think that; slaves might be cheaper, 
or there might be mercantile reasons, with which I am not acquainted, for the 
vessels quitting the west coast and repairing to the east. I only give the facts 
as they are given to me, with the inferences which I drew. • 

642. Mr. Jackson.] In your opinion, supposing a strict blockade to be kept up 
at one particular part of the coast, a trade would immediately burst out at another 
part of the coast ?-It is impossible, in my opinion, to keep up such a blockade 
as to prevent the slave trade existing in the Bight of Benin, though I think it is 
feasible on the north coast. 

643. Mr. Gladstone.] Will you mention, in miles, the proportion of coast which 
you think might be strictly hlockaded, and the portion of the coast which is not 
susceptil>le of being strictly blOCkaded ?-1 am sorry to say the former is very 
small; al together it is not more than ] 00 miles which you could blockade effec­
tually, in my judgment. 

644. Does that mean only 100 miles out of the :2,100 miles you have given'? 
-There are only 100 miles out of 2,195 miles which you could blockade effec~ 
tually. 

645. How many vessels would you require to blockade that 100 miles effec­
tually'?-Four vessels. 

646. Earl of Lincoln.] Are those 100 miles more favouraLle for carrying on 
the slave trade than the remainder of the coast?-There are greater facilities in 
the way of shipping slaves; it is a coast more easily watched; it is a coast where 
they only ship at particular points, and for that reason I am of opinion that a 
successful blockade might be maintained; it was maintained in 1848. 

047. Are the facilities in the remainder of the 2,19.5 miles so much le~s than 
the t"cilili~ in the 1 00 miles, a3 to render the blockade of the 100 [)Jiles desirahle. 
wMB tb-. remainder c~mllot be blockaded ?-In the Bight of Benin you have 

~1P'1¥U~~t.i(m entirely round it. and by that water communication slaves 
~~.'''~IIIg~~t to point, and' shipped anywhere on the beach. not from 

pojnt,. according to the . and 
h_ve anotber be-



Sir C. Hotham, R.If. 

K.C.B. 
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649- Can you state in a rough way what is your opinion ?-The whole extent 
of the Bight of Benin is girdled with a natural water communication between 
the river Quarra and Cape Saint Paul. 

650. What is your estimate as to the extent of that ?--About 450 miles, I 
should think; but that is speaking at a guess. 

65). Then the lower lagoons, south of the Cameroons, is of what extent? 
-About 240 miles. 

652. Mr. Jackson.l Is the Committee to understand that in your opinion it 
is not possible to blockade the coast between Cape Lopez and the river Came­
Foons so as to prevent slaving ?-I am not aware that any question has yet been 
asked me as to the country between Cape Lopez and the River Cameroons. ( 

653. Take it between Cape Lopez and the Quarra ?-We have never had oc­
casion to guard that part of the coast; it is only· within the last three months 
that any attempt at slaving in the river has recommenced; I allude to two ves­
sels which sailed out of the rive.r Quarra. 

654. Mr. Cardwell] In regard to what is called the regular trade, the palm­
oil trade, and that class of trade, are you of opinion that the co-existence of 
that trade and the slave trade are impossible ?-I think wherever the two are 
together the slave trade will have the preference, and the slave trade will beat 
the other out of the market; at the same time, on many parts of the coast, parti­
cularly from about St. Paul de Loanda, and from the Congo down to Cape 8t. 
Bras, the country produce is very small, and there is not the means of forming 
a trade. 

655. It is the interest therefore of the persons engaged in the regular palm­
oil trade, above all other persons, that the slave trade should be suppressed?-
Certainly. ' 

656. Have you found that those persons have been ready to co-operate with 
you during your command, and to give yon every information in their power ?­
Always. 

657. Have you the slightest reason for supposing that any of Her Majesty's 
subjects engaged in cal'rying on the palm·oil trade have had any connexion 
whatever, direct or indirect, with the slave trade 1-I do not recollect any. 

658. You are of opinion that such an imputation as that made upon that 
class of persons would be a very unfounded and unjust imputation ?-I think 
so; confining it to the palm-oil traders. 

659. Are there any other persons carrying on the lawful trade of Great 
Britain with the coast 0f Africa to whom you think that imputation does apply t 
- If we are to look for it anywhere it must be in Brazil, not on the coast of 
Africa; at the same time I am far from wishing to fix the imputation upon any 
one in Brazil. 

660. So that those merchants who are engaged in trade between Great 
Bri,tain and Africa are quite clear of any such imputation ?- Directly, certainly. 

()61. By the word directly, you mean to refer to persons engaged in the direat 
trade ?-In the direct trade. I apprehend that all commerce is so mixed up 
together in Africa that they are more or less all connected with it, but still it is 
in so slight a measure that it is hardly worth mentioning; it is impossible to trade 
with Africa without in some way or other being connected with the slave trade. 

662. As, having in view only the interests of the African race, one of the last 
things you would desire to discourage wduld be the lawful trade ?- Certainly; it 
is a great object to encourage the lawful trade wherever any means of carrying 
on a lawful trade exists. 

663. So that a lawful trade having been carried on without any effect what. 
ever tending to the encouragement of the slave trade, other than such as you 
believe to be absolutely inseparable from the multifarious ramifications of 
merce under any circum"stances, who have conducted that lawful trade, 
been doing all that in them lay to supplant and supersede the.slave 
Certainly. 

664. I think you say that with regard to the suppreBsion of 
your effort.s have hitherto been ineffectual ?-I have said 

665. And you are not prepared to suggest any mod~:2Ii 
become effectual ?-No. I think I said that I 
modification of the present system, which 

666. Do you think that the n.u,U1"" n. 

mere confiscation of the 
q.uate to the repression of 
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the punishment, circumstanced as the trade is at present, with foreigners and 
nati\'es of all countries entering into it. 

667. Supposing it to be impossible, a?cording to the law of nations, or fo: any 
other reasons to inflict personal penaltIes upon those who actually carry It on, 

• you believe it to be impossible forcibly to repress it ?-I believe it to be im­
possible forcibly to repress it with our present means, nor am I prepared to 
suggest any modification of those means. 

668. The Committee has been told that there exists an apprehension in the 
minds of a considerable portion of the people of Brazil, and I observe in your 
despatch you allude to that subject, that the number of slaves in Brazil is 
already sufficiently large, and that they would deprecate, from political consi­
~erations, any very large increase in the number of blacks in the Brazils; is 
that your opinion ?-To a certain extent it is; there are a number of very 
intelligent men, headed by Signor Cavalcante, a man of great ability, who are 
desirous, if possible, to suppress the further importation of slaves; but consti­
tuted as that government is, it is quite out of their power to do so. 

669. Are you of opinion that our proceedings on the coa:st of Africa have 
any effect upon the position of Signor Cavalcante and hi~ friends in the 
Brazils ?-l think they render it impossible for them to move in the affair; 
inasmuch as they see their flag, as they think, insulted, and therefore would 
not risk their popularity and personal influence by coming forward with any 
measure of the kind. 

670. In your opinion there would be a highly enhanced probability of the 
Brazilian government itself interferin~, successfully, to put down the slave trade, 
if our operations on the coast of Africa were suspended ?- That leads to an­
other question; I do not think we can suspend our operations on the coast of 
Africa without proposing some other measure; from political considerations it 
would be impossible to do so; and, at all events, we must always reserve a 
squadron of from 10 to 12 sail for the sake of protecting our commerce. 

671. In your opinion that might be done in such a manner as to enlist the 
feelings of the Brazilians on our side, and to strengthen the hands of those 
who, like Signor Cavalcante, wished to put down the slave trade ? __ I do not 
think we can ever sllcceed in our endeavours without enlisting Brazil upon our 
side, and the obvious way of doing that, is to frame some measure which would 
meet that desire. 

672. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Will you be pleased to state to the Committee to what 
measure you adYert, as likely to conciliate the Brazilians, and at the same time 
to suppress the slave trade ?-1 think that some such measure as this might be 
proposed to them; to allow the importation of slaves for a certain number of 
years, arranging the proportion of the sexes, under certain conditions, and 
under the government of Commissioners residing on the coast of Africa; that 
after that period the Brazilian government would willingly consent to declare 
it piracy, and then you might look forward to a successful termination of your 
endeavours. 

673- In other words, you wish the Committee to understand that you would 
propose to legalize the revival of the slave trade between Africa and Brazil for 
a certain number of years ?- There is a great difference between reviving the 
slave trade and importing slaveil under conditions having reference to their 
comfort and health. I have also in view the establishment of a certain degree 
of morality in Brazil, which now by no manner of means exists; I do not see 
how you are to bring that about unless you sanction the importation of women 
to a large extent. Those are my views. 

6i4· Could more means be devised to render the passage of slave:; across 
the Atlantic free from disease and death than were adopted under the provi­

of the Act commonly called Sir William Dolben's Act ?-I think that you 
lIl'l~ane:elments which would render their passage, comparath-ely 

know whether, during the time that 
Brazils, the sufferings of the 

~~'::'lH -' '-.7"-~-.:;~; 
it aCDn· 

Sir C. Hotham, U.N. 

K.C. eo" 
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Sir C. Hotham, R.N. under the most favourable circumstances, was very great during the period. of 
K. c. B. the legalized existence of the slave trade ?-I have proved· that the mortalIty, 

under the worst measures, which I consider are while the slaves are under our 
25 April 1849. control, only amounts to nine per cent., and I do not think the Brazilian loss 

amounts to more than five per cent. . 
677. You have repeated the statement which you previously delivered to the 

Committee, that the mortality, so far as you had been able to ascertain, has 
not exceeded nine per cent.; are you aware of the evidence given before this 
Committee last year by an officer employed under your command, Captain 
Birch, who stated that the mortality was about one-third; in other words, 
that out of a crew of 450, 300 only were landed; are you aware also of the 
evidence of another officer, Captain Wyvill, who stated that the proportiori 
was about the same, namely, one-third; Captain"Birch having been employed 
two years and nine months upon the coast, and Captain Wyvill a considerable 
time. Are you aware also of a ~tatement made to this Committee by a witness, 
himself domiciled in Brazil, Doctor Cliffe, to the effect that occasionally the 
mortality is so frightful as that one vessel containing 160 slaves, 10 only 
landed in the Brazils; are you aware also of another vessel to which he 
adverted, ' namely, ,. The Senator," which did not land a single slave in the 
Brazils; and are you prepared either to gainsay that evidence, or to affirm your 
own proposition by any probable evidence to which you can refer this Com­
mittee?-With Dr. Cliffe's evidence I have no concern; with respect to the 
evidence of the other officers, I trust they will pardon me, if I say that they 
have no grounds for arriving at anything approaching to an accurate cal­
culation. Only the commander-in-chief of a large squadron "is competent to 
form a fair opinion, and he does that from returns from the Admiralty Court, 
checked again by returns from officers in charge of cruisers; individual 
captains have not it in their power to make an accurate statement before a 
Committee. 

678. You wish the Committee to understand, that the slave trade is not con­
ducted with such aggravated horrors, in the present instance, as some have 
supposed ~o be the case, inasmuch as the mortality is less than has been 
popularly supposed ?- I will give in, if the Committee will allow me, a Return 
showing the number of deaths in the separate cargoes of slaves hereunder 
specified. 

[The same was delivered in, and is asfollows:] 

Number of Slaves on 
Board when Captured. 

545 
517 
317 
305 
214 
515 

57 
608 
447 
220 
189 
265 
237 
374 

60 
650 
852 
747 

N umber died before N umber of Slaves on 
Adjudication. Board when \JaIJtUl·ea.1 

II 48 
25 270 

403 
26 354 
6 501 

57 250 
6 496 

125 379 
13 427 
5 288 
8 388 

35 703 
26 275 
70 529 
14 303 

114 527 
127 322 
27 

Number died before 
Adjudication. 
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670. Sir E. Buxton.] You have stated that the mortality, after capture, is 
about nine per cent., and that in your opinion the mortality in crossing the 
Atlantic is less than that which takes place after capture; what is the mor­
tality at present on board those vessels which escape and arrive at the Brazils ? 
-Drawing a comparison from the mortality on board the slave ships after 
capture, 1 should think five per cent. 

680. Considering, as far as we are able to learn, that under Sir William 
Dolben's Act the mortality was 14 per cent., and that now it is only five per 
cent., do you imagine, if the slave trade were allowed for a certain period, any 
great diminution in the mortality would take place ?-I anxiously hope that 
the slave trade may never be allowed; if you were to remove all restrictions, 
~nd to take your squadron entirely away, small speculators would spring up 
and undersell those who are' now in the market; the slave trade would be 
greatly increased in its horrors, and it would be impossible to calculate the 
calamities which would ensue; besides this, pirates would abound, and in my 
opinion it would be impossible for a legitimate trader to conduct his operations 
upon that coast. 

681. Admiral Bowles.] You think it would be necessary to keep up a squad­
ron under any circumstances ?-Under any circumstances; you cannot reduce 
your squadron lower than from 10 to 12 sail. 

682. Sir E. Buxton.] With respect to the number of ships, do you consider 
that the number of ships must be 12 effective ships ?-1 include vessels of all 
descriptions; depots, the senior officer's ship, and vessels of all de~criptions. 

683. You think 12 vessels [should be sufficient in that case, 26 being em­
ployed now ?-I think that the commerce of this country would require that 
force entirely independent of slave cruising. 

684. Mr. Jackson.] The plan you have suggested of fixing the proportion of 
the sexes, and the other views that you have submitted to the Committee, are 
not with a view of legalizing or reviving the slave trade, but with a view of 
arriving at a speedy termination of it ?-I cannot see that you have any other 
road open to you but to enlist Brazil upon your side, and without offering 
something that may be considered a concession, you cannot expe~ to obtain 
1he consent of Brazil. 

68.'). In your opinion, if that plan were adopted, it would tend more to put 
an end to the slave trade than keeping up the squadron which we are doing at 
present ?-Decidedly; but that is my own private view. 

686. Mr. Gladstone.] When you said that, you did not think you could 
withdraw the squadron without proposing some substitute; did you :refer to 
the withdrawal of the 12 vessels of which you have now spoken, or did you 
mean that we could not alter the present system without proposing a sub­
stitute ?-I alluded more particularly to the impossibility of altering the present 
system without proposing a substitute, because, independently of humanity, 
there are political considerations which should not be overlooked. 

687. You refer chiefly to matters upon which you have formed your opinion 
in common with others, rather than to matters upon which you have formed 
your opinion professionally, after experience? -Naturally speaking, after a long 
professional service, you enter more into politics than you would do as a private 
individual in private life. 

688. You have said that the withdrawal of the squadron would lead to a great 
extension of the trade, to a great increase of suffering, and to horrors unex­
ampled; do you think that opinion to be quite consistent with the one which 
you are understood to have expressed before, that in the main, the supply of 
slaves was actually regulated by the demand in Brazil; if that be so, would not 
it follow the supply of slayes would still be regulated by the demand in 
~'-'!"J, ''''!'!II:~ the squadron was withdrawn 1-1 apprehend the slave trade is now 

considerable capital, and that slaves are conveyed across 
.""l~l,ccm.l1ort ; if you remove the restriction, men of a less 

~R1~"" .r,,..·~ embark in the trade, and then I 

Sir C. Hotham, It.N. 

K. C. B. 
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Sir C. HUt/IG1lZ, R.N. by our measures, you might hope that, at least, it would begin to act with some 
Ie c. B. deo-ree of force, and that there would be a disposition to mitigate the horrors of 

th~ slave trade ?-I consider the government of Brazil is perfectly powerless in 
25 April 1849. this matter; it is as much as they can do to keep the monarchy together; the 

slightest shock would dismember it, therefore it is a question which they scarcely 
interfere with. 

690. Is it your opinion that they would continue to be equally P?werless, 
even after the system of forcible suppression were abandoned, so that It should 
become entirely in their own discretion; do you think public opinion would 
still remain as favourable to the slave trade in Brazil as it is now?-N ot 
equally powerless, certainly, but still powerless. ( 

691. Chairman. J You were speaking of the cpnsequences of withdrawing 
the squadron to the slaves themselves; supposing the squadron were with­
drawn, why should the trade assume a different character to that which be­
longed to it before the slave trade was prohibited by the European states ?-I 
have bardly sufficient knowledge of t}!e subject to draw a comparison; but 
when I find slave dealers all looking out for you to maintain your squadron, 
all telling you that the worst thing that could happen to them would be for 
you to withdraw it, I do not see how you can form ::my other conclusion than 
to suppose that they would be under-sold in the marke~ and that they indivi, 
dually would be ruined by it, and have to retire. 

692. Sir R. H. Inglis.] You have stated, that under any circumstance!:; the 
government of the Brazils would not be equally powerless, but still powerless 
to repress the slave trade; if that be so, can you still recommend to the Com­
mittee to allow the existence of the slave trade between Africa and the Brazils 
for a certain number of years, in the hope that thereafter the government of 
Brazil would have it in its power finally to suppress the slave trade ?- I should 
like to alter the word "slave trade" to "importation," and to say "to allow 
the importation of slaves," and with that alteration, I may say I think it is 
a measure which would greatly conciliate the Brazilians. I say so because 
I asked dealers at the Gallinas the effect which such a measure would produce. 
They were astonished at it, and said it would" produce a hundred opinions" 
directly in the Brazils, and thereby cause a corresponding influence upon the 
government. 

693. Did you understand when that phrase was used, that those opinions 
would be predominantly in favour of the final suppression of the slave trade 
when the plantations now in progress were adequately supplied with negro 
labour ?- I did not. 

694. Will you explain to the Committee in what way" the hundred opinions" 
would operate so as to induce the government of Brazil five or ten years hence 
to do that which the government of Brazil is not willing to do now, namely, to 
suppress the slave trade ?--I have said that the government of Brazil is power­
less in the matter, but it would enlist so many opinions on their side, that they 
would prohably find themselves strong enough to propose it to the country. 

695· Mr. Gladstone.] If you think the government of the Brazils, under the 
circumstances last stated, would be strong enough to induce the country to 
abandon the slave trade altogether after a limited number of years, do not you 
think, (t fortiori, it would be strong enough to induce some such regulation of 
the slave trade as would put it upon a better footing with regard to the treat­
ment of the slaves upon the passage, than that upon which it is now 1-1 think 
the Brazilian government would accept the proposition, and in that proposition 
you would naturally include everything which could possibly relate to the ease 
and comfort of the negro. 

696. Even short of their accepting such a proposition as that, or prleStlm:lD~'! 
that they have the power and the will to accept such a proposition, 
seem to follow from that, that they would have the power and the 
any circumstances, independently of a covenant finally to exlunilZU:isI!i 
trade, materially to mitigate the horrors which now attend 
is an illicit trade, entirely independent of the 
asking a smuggler to regulate the amount of 
his vessel. 

69i. Presuming there were no arl~aTi~ei~~j~ 
but that ther¥ remained on the COIlIAtJofft!!! 
tion of the legitimate 
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horrors which now attend the carrying on of the slave trade would be increased? 
-1 should think not, provided the ships were furnished with warrants. You 
would not check the trade in slaves; nevertheless I think it would keep it 
in the hands of the present men. . 

698. Mr. Cardwell.] The retaining 12 vessels you think would protect 
the existino- trade in the possession of the present slave traders, and bad as 
they are, y~u think tha~ would be better than the state of things which would 
otherwise ensue ?-Decldedly. 

699. Lord H. Vane.] Upon that supposition, unless you entered into some 
arran<Tement with the Brazilian government, small speculators would neces­
::.aril/'spring up, because by the very supposition you would have no power to 

• detain vessels engaged in the slave trade?-The answer to that question is, 
that it is a comparative power; you would not have the same power you have 
now to detain them, by reason of the squadron being reduced; but you would 
have a certain power, and then the question resolves itself into this, whether 
the reduced number of ships would be sufficient? 

Veneris, 27° die Apritis, 1849. 

MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Sir Edward Buxton. 
Admiral Bowles . 
Lord Harry Vane. 
Mr. Monckton Milnes. 
Mr. Gladstone. 
Sir R. H. 1 nglis. 
Earl ()f Linculn . 

Colonel TClOmpson. 
Mr. Sillleon. 
M r. Evelyn Denison. 
Mr. Carel well. 
Lord John Hay. 
Viscount Brackley. 

WILLIAM HUTT, ESQ. IN THE CHAIR. • 

Sir Charles Botllam, R. N., K.C. B., called in; and further Examined. 

Sir C. Hotharrl, R.N. 

K.C. B. 

700. Chainnall.] HAVE you any obsen'ations to make in regard to the Sire. Hot/lam, R.X. 

evidence which you gave before the Committee on Wednesday last ?-There K.C.B . 

ate one or two questions on which I am desirous to give some further evidence. 
The first question is question 687. The answer I gave was this: "Naturally 27 April 1849. 
speaking, after a long professional service, you enter more into politics than 
you would do as a private individual in private life." By the words, "entering: 
into politics," 1 mean to infer, that as England has hitherto taken the leading part 
in endeavouring to put down the slave trade, and as she has in ever)' treaty Which 
lIas been made expressly inserted a clause for that pUl'po~e, and has thus set an 
example to the whole world, I do not think she can now depart from that course 
(unless she proposes a substitute) without a certain degree of degradation. 

i0 1 . 'Will you allow me to refer you to a preceding question, asked by 
Mr. Gladstone: "When you I"aid you did not think you could withdraw the 
squadron without proposing some substitute, did you refer to the withdrawal of 
the 12 vessels of which you have now spoken, or did you mean that we could 
not alter the present system without proposing a substitute?" Will you be 
so kind as to answer that question a little more fully?-My answer had no 
referelice whatever to the withdrawal of the 12 vessels, but had reference to the 

of the squadron. 
had of reading the evidenee reported to the 

~~~~fii1.~' of last year upon this subject ?-I have. 
the- evidence giv.en by Mr. Bandinc11-
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Sir C. Hotham, n. N. suppress the slave trade, r entirely concur. I am desi~ous,. for the informat!on 
of the Committee, to read the despatch wherein the .subJect IS ~reate~, and whICh 
subject I have considered most minutely; and I thIllk they wIll arrIVe better at 
my meaning if they will bear with me for a few minutes while I read that despatch. 
It is dated-

K.C.B. 

Sir, " Penelope," at Ascension, 5 December 1848. 
I HA v E the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, ~ o. 265, dated 30th 

September 1848, with a copy of the ("vidence taken. before and of the repo~t made by the 
Select CommIttee of the House of Commons, whIch has been slttmg durmg' the recent 
Session of Parliament, for the purpose of considering the best means which Great Britain 
can adopt for providing for the final extinction of the slave trade, and desll'lng me to trans­
mit t() you any remarks thereon that I might see fit. Their Lordships will, no doubt, have 
observed that the evidellce of the several witnesses, and. especially of the naval officers, IS 

conflicting and contradictory; and were I to attempt to criticise and compare their opinions, 
I should be led into a description tedious in itself and pl'Obably difficult for their Lordships 
to understand. I therefore propose to confine myself to a statement of the modes and shifts 
at present adopted by the slave traders, detail the configuration of the coast, and offer some 
general remarks on the difficulties which present themselves 111 the attempts hItherto made 
to suppress the slave trade. But as the subject is intimately connected with the condition 
alld prospects of the Brazilian empire, as the means which that government possess to 
enforce a prohibitory law cannot be left out of the account, I trust their Lordships will not 
consider that I am exercising' an undue discretion in extending y observations beyond the 
limits given in their instruction, and including in one despatch the opinions which I have 
formed on this important question. I have alrearly transmitted to their Lordships a chart, 
explanatory of the facilities offered to the dealers in transporting and shipping slaves on 
different parts of the coast. The course of the internal waters is also inserted, and in the 
margin I have set forth the line of country where the slave trade is actively conducted. 
If the whole distance is divided by 24 it will give 91 miles for each cruiser to watch, 
Generally speaking, there are no established points of shipment. Information is conveyed 
by neutrals and canoes to the vessel waiting off the coast, of the exact position of each 
cruiser, and arrangements are then made for the further operations. The quantity of 
provisions and water carried by our vessels is perfectly well known, and if circumstances 
are not propitious, she waits off the coast unt il the man-of-war is compelled to quit her 
station, then makes her point, and in two hours receives a full cargo. In the Bight 
of Benin th~'i precaution is considered unnecessary. The trade from Logos and W hy­
dab is conducted by vessels in every way superior to our sloops of war; and the practice 
latterly has been to steer direct for their port, ship their slaves, and take their chance, feeling 
sure that the probability of success is greatly in their favour. To show. this confidence I 
must mention two anecdotes. On the capture of the "Gentil Africano" by the "Styx," 
on the night of the 18th of February, Captain Chads inquired of the master why he did not 
use greater exertions? He was told, "The night was so dark I took you for a brig; in that 
case there was no occasion to hurry." By a recent letter I am informed that a full slaver 
catne down the Congo amI ran boldly pass the " Pluto" steamer lying- at its mouth, in 
the certainty of an escape. From Cape Lopez to Little Fish Bay there is not a foot of 
ground untrod and unoccupied by the slave dealers; the slaves are run from point to point, 
and it is within these latitudes that the great shipments for Rio de Janeiro are made. The 
class of vessels hitherto employed has been of an inferior construction; a certain number 
are sent across, and if one out of five escapes a fair profit is divided amongst the proprietors 
of lottery stock. It appears, however, that this system is undergoing a change: latterly the 
vessels captured have rivalled those sailing' out of Bahia. The dealers at Gallinas, Shebar, 
and III the north, formerly supplied the Havannah trade; during 1846 and 1847 few, if any, 
slaves were exported from those marts. Theaccounts of this year I fear will show that Brazilian 
vessel~ have been chartered from Cuba and Porto Rico. The slave, like any other marketable 
commodity, is chosen for his merits; the residents at Bahia prefer the Logos and Whydah 

, negro, for sedan-chair carrying and agricultural purposes; but as domestic servants they give 
the preference to the Congo. The inllabitants of Cagnabac, and those islands, abhor slavery, 
and generally commit suicide .. The best tempered and most manageable negro is imported 
from the Congo. Embomma IS the grand focus of the slave trade; nearly all the blacks 
exported between Mayamber and Benguela Velha come from here. Supposing that aO,OOO 
slaves were imported last year into Brazil, I should imagine that 10,000 sailed out of the 
Bight of Benin foI' Bahia, and 30,000 taken from the south and east coasts for Rio 
Janeiro and the southern provinces. I doubt whether one cargo for the Brazils 
Gallinas or ShebaI', but possibly 1,000 from the Pongos, Nunez, and 
These numbers naturally regulate the distribution of OUI' cruisers. At 
guard the coast we have nominally 24 cruisers, being one for each 91 
more than 22, and deductions are again to be made for . 
tiating treaties, or employed in the protection of our trade. 
tioned on every part of the station, except from Sierra 

~~~~~~~:?~tl~~; :~~~~~~I~:~~:fs~~~~!~ t; etre .. cts_'~"i_". 
remedy. No assistance has been given b.,. thtff'lfi!tiJfl~ 
vessels, and appear to decline interfering 
pendent of the facilities 6tferetl '"'otmw 
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through the medium of neutrals. The Americans and Sardinians are the prmcipal movers; Sir C. Hothatll, R.N. 

their vessels bring the cargoes regmred for the purchase of slaves, with an addl~lOnal master K.C.B. 

and Brazilian crew; their water IS stowed and slave deck laid under the legitimate cargo, 
and every preparation made for the shipment of slaves; the papers are correct, and Ihey 27 April 1 B49. 
anchor off the ports, alld there remain until the cruiser is either led off by chase, or com-
pelled to quite her station for water, seize their opporl~nit~, shift the Hag, and sail under a . 
Brazilian master; the same vessel frequently repeats thiS trick, the sail bemg only nommfll, 
unless capture should ensue. So long as this is allowed, I am of opinion that the entire 
suppression of the slave trade ?y our pre.sent ~eans is impract.icable .. Neither do I think 
that a blockade of thiS extensive coast IS feasible; the questIOn IS mdependent of local 
knowledge, it is one on which old and experienced seamen are most competent to decide. 
it is summed up in a few words; whether it is possible with a ~quadron of 24 vessels, or 
even say 48 vessels, to blockade or guard a line of coast 2,195 miles in extent. I am con-
fident, that viewing the subjec~ with the eye of a seaman, and laying aside other feelina-5, 
the captains in Her Majesty's navy would, by a large majority, decide that it is impracticable. 
If a strange sail is descried from the masthead after two o'clock p. m., and endeavours 
to escape, there are very few if any vessels in Her Majesty's service who can chase her suffi-
ciently to continue the chase after dark, therefore the captures by sailing ships are to be 
made between daylight and two p. m., being:eight hours out of the 24. During the night, even 
with a full moon, the distance commanded in this climate is very small, and the known posi-
tion of the boats having been conveyed to the slave vessel, she runs in and ships at such an 
hour as may enable her to obtain an offing before daylight. In the harmattans and fogs a 
cruiser may accidentally., stumble on a slaver; but during that season the willd is generally 
light, and a chase would be protracted. Supposing that we employ steam vessels, they will 
of course do the same, and anything like a blockade will be more difficult than it is now ; 
steam against steam, taking into consiueration the length of the nights and the absence of 
the steam cruiser for coals, will afford addilional advantage to the slave trade. For the 
sake of argument we will admit that sllccess is obtained, that they are compelled to leave 
their present haunts, still I cannot satisfy myself that the slave trade would be put down; 
what is to prevent it being transferred to the coast. north of the French settlements '{ 
Formerly Goree was one of the largest marts; or from little Fish Bay to the Cape of Good 
Hope, there is no difficulty about water, by digging in the sand a supply can be obtained, or 
it can be conveyed by negroes employed in the domestic trade. I say nothing about the east 
coast, because I have never visited it ; but I arn persuaded that there is no idea more fallacious 
than the supposition that the abode of slave trade is limited. In some of the proposed resolu-
tions stress is laid upon the extension of legitimate commerce; but it appear5 to me that suffi-
cient consideration has not been given to the paucity of African prouuce; s~me say, " Sup-
press the slave trade and establish legitimate commerce," and the Bight of Benin and Gold 
Coast are cited; wherever there is produce the conclusion is valuable, but where the supply is 
small the question is more difficult. The Portu~uese are the great culprits, and the trade 
is most active between St. Paul de Loanda and Little Fish Bay. The quantity of palm and 
ground-nut oil grown in their possessions is inconsiderable. Their exports are gum, ivory, 
enchelle, beeswax, and hides. Valuable copper is found near Ambriz, but not in sufficient 
quantities to form an article of commerce. On this point Mr. Tobin's evidence is extremely 
important, therefore there is not 3. sufficient quantity of produce to exchange for manufac-
tured goods, and slaves are substituted. The labour attending the cultivation and manufac-
ture of palm-oil and ground-nut oil is comparatively trifling, and there is a speedy return; 
but no one will voluntarily lock up his capital and cultivate coffee, sugar, and tobacco, for 
which the land is admirably adapted, when he can get a quicker profit on slaves. Besides, 
there is a great uncertainty and competition attendiug plantations; anel hitherto, wherever 
It has been tried, the experiment has been unsuccessful. The Portuguese are bad colonists; 
their aim is to makp. a sum of money, and return to Europe as quickly as possible. and no 
one thinks of establishing himself permanently in Africa. I fear but little increase of trade 
ca~l be expected inAngola. A great stress is laid upon the conclusion of treaties with the native 
~hlefs. As a means of forcibly destroying barracoons or factories, it is an important auxi-
liary; but no chief will enter into such an agreement who is interested in the traffic, there-
fore, in reality, but little good is obtained. The plan under which we have been hitherto 
acting has entirely failed. It matters little whether we keep our ships in shore, or allow 
them to cruise; it never could succeed; it is a point to be decided by seamen, and req uire5 
neither African experience or local knowledge. Hitherto, with a large expenditure of money 
and arrangements, we have never been able to guard the shores of England, and pre-

of contraband ~oods. and why should we expect better results abroad? I 
that if we blOCked the whole coast, slaves would be conveyed hy canoes at 

40 or eO miles from the land. Do what we may. an armed force, with ,a:;=:== it down. It appears that some of the Committee were I ... ~~teaJllDla&M1II on the of .Europe and the United States, that slave 
.~ .... .... ~ _~,j~lpC:t.I'cm. 1 observe, also. that it has been 

its ftl)g to inftict 
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of Good Hope; arrangements will be made to provide sla~es in otl~er parts of Africa. 
She will obtain complete success for one year, being the time reqUIred to enter upon 
the new system, after that t?e ramifications of tl~e slav; trade will hav~ extended to quarters 
where leO'itimate commerce IS at present flounslung, It cannot be considered otherwise than 
a questi~-; of pounds, shillings, ~nd pence; as we a.ugmellt the di fficulties, .50 will the price 
of the slave rise and the profits ll1crease, for men Will always be found willing to emb.ark an 
any adventure offering excitement and gain. Nevertheless r consider that if the crUlsll1g 01' 

blockading system is to be maintained, it is of essential importance to attach personal penal­
ties to those who engage in slave trade; and this should be accompanied by power~ to the 
officers in command to destroy factories containing goods belonging to parties known to 
promote the traffic, without reference to a treaty with the native chiefs, attaching to him the 
responsibility of provinp, til at the owner 01' proprietor abetted the slave trade. I have alread.y 
said that the consideration of the best means of suppression cannot be taken alone; it is intl- ( 
mately blended wi th the future prospects of the Brazilian empiJ'e; and the friends and promoters 
of civilization and commerce are bound to identify the tlVO subjects, and not hastily rush on 
to a measure in principle tending to retard its advancement, disunite the empire, and establis.h 
anarchy and confnsion. Brazil is vast and disjointed; at present little more than the sea-coast IS 
inhabitee!; and it differs from other countries in the variety ('fits productions and temperature. 
On the most fertile parts the heat is excessive, and prevents European labour; it enervates and 
degenerates the constitution of the Brazilian, and renders the cultivation of the country 
dependent on the negro, who alone in that climate is physically able to endure exposure to 
the sun. The cottons of Pernambuco, the sugar and coffee of Bahia and Rio de Janeiro, a~'e 
brought to the market by black labour, and it may safely be asserted that without tIllS ald 
the whole country would become a wilderness. To expect the Brazilian government uncon­
ditionally to suppress the sla\'e trade, is to look for an impossibility; their decree would be 
the signal for raising the republican flag in Pernambuco and Bahia, who now connected toge­
ther by a frail thread, would break it rather than submit to ruin. But the case would be 
different if \ye met them halfway, and instead of saying, " We will compel you forthwith to 
put slavery dqwn," placed ourselvcs in their position, and negotiated with their interests and 
'feeling's in view as well as our own. There is reason to hope, that if time were given to Brazil 
to establish a proportion between the sexes, and prepare for the abandonment of foreign 
slavery, and the institution of domestic, according to the principle observed in the United 
States, that a satisfactory negotiation would be effected; with tile ~tate of our West Indian 
colonies before their eys, they never can consent to any immediate relinquishment of foreign 
s lavery. With our present proceedings the nation at large are dissatisfied, but I entertain a 
confident belief that there is an important party, pa,ticularly amongst the younger men, who 
have the same 'desire as ourselves. At present our proceedings unite the whole population 
against us; it is not unreasonable for them to dislike the seizure and condemnation of theil' 
vessels by a friendly power. The mass I:'ee the results, and do not inquire whether it is accord­
ing to treaty or by force of arms. [think a negotiation might be opened with Brazil on 
these grounds :-1. To sanction the importation of slaves until a fixed period. 2. To require 
them to frame laws proportioning the sexes, regulating the number to be carried, according 
to the tonnage, &'c., and generally for the ease and comfort of the negroes. 3. To require 
the presence of English and Brazilian commis;;ioners at slave marts to be fixed and recog­
nised on the coast of Africa, and at the landing ports in Brazil. 4. To pass a. law awarding 
the penalties of piracy to any Brazilian vessel found 011 the high seas without government 
papers. 5. To declare, that after the fixed period slave importations shall cease, and its 
further prosecution be considered piracy; and that a systematic breach of treaty would be 
visited by a blockade of their principal ports. 6. To destroy all slave factories in Africa, 
except at the recognised ports. The time appears to have al'l'ived when some such scheme 
as this would be accepted. In the year 1846 I had a conversation with Sen hoI' Cavalcante, 
tllen. minister of marine, and one of the ablest men in that country; he expressed these 
oplllIOns: " You cannot expect us to assist England, 01' consent to stop the trade, whilst 
you are seizing Brazilian vessels, insulting our flao', and illegally condemning them. Do not 
think I am in favour of the slave trade; I do no~ possess one slave on my property; r wish 
to see it suppressed; it does not do the Brazilians good; the Portuguese manage it, and 
are the great gainers." Senhor Cavalcante repr~sents an important section of the people, 
and had no interest in saying what he did not thillk. Of all countries England is most con­
'cerned in the welfare of Brazil, whether on accollnt of her commerce, or the establishment 
of monarchy and regular government. English capital is largely employed in that empire. 
and invested in its funds; and if, by a postponement of a few years, We can establish our 
desire-extingui~h foreign slavery, and at the same time avoid givin~ a blow dangerous to 
that country, and liable to produce a dismemberment-I think that It ill advisable that the 
alternative should be offered before we resort to stronger measures, the end of 
man can foresee. Without desiring to disparage the great question of 
I cOllsider that the civilization and happiness of the Brazilian empire 
I would hesitate to endeavour to extirpate slavery on the ruin of a 
and I would fford time for her to consolidate her institutions, 
proportions of sexes. I have been led on by the nature of the 
intended, but before I conclude this despatch I must take n"'''''''';nl1* 
I have derived in reading the encomiuOlS passed 
cessor, the late Commodore Jones. The rec:OT1Il!i~·P.J,,~ 
zeal put fonh in the service of the 
letter, and palll t'he ,.penalty of his 

That is the despatch which 
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705. In reference to that part of your despatch which alludes to the negotia­
tion wit.h Brazil, are the Committee to understand that the only object you have 
in view is effectually to put the ~lav~ trade dow~ ?- The object I have in. view 
is to put the most speedy termmatIOn to tl~e slave tr.ac~e. At the same tlm.e I 
was in a position of an officer called on to give an oplllIOn who could not shrInk 
from doino' so, but I did not feel myself competent to discuss the political point 
of the que~tion; that I left for higher authorities. 

706 . Do yon think that some such plan as you have recommended would have 
the effect of extinguishing the slave trade? - 1 see no other means of doing so. 

707. You think that the present system is o~en to many grave objections on 
~t]ler accounts, and that it will not succeed ?- Experience has proved the pre3ent 
system to be futile. 

708. Therefore, from motives of humanity, you are anxious to extinguish this 
enormous evil ?- Indubitably so; I have no other object in view. 

70q. In reference to question 695, will you be so kind as to explain your views 
a littie further ?- I am glad to have an opportunity of doing so. From circum­
stances of ill health and over fat igue, I perceive that I have explained myse lf indis­
tinctly; I should have said that the Brazilian g'overnment is in such a position 
with the people of that country as to be unable to make any concession, because 
there is a point of honour involved. 

710. Mr. Gtad8tone.] When that point of honour had ceased to be involved, 
and the Brazilian government were in such a position as to be aule to give free 
play to any sense of humanity it may have, independently of national pride, do 
you think it would be disposed to take measures towards either the extinction or 
the mitigation of the slave trade ?-l am not prepared to answer that question; 
but the first thing is to meet their views upon the point of honour. 

iII. If you propose to meet their views upon the point of honour, is it not 
with the opinion that that would have the effect of subsequently improving thei r 
policy ?--Naturally; but the only way to meet them will be by a concession. 

7 t 2. In the term concession do you incI uue Essentially the aba!ldonment of 
the present system of repression ?- We can take no measures, according to my 
idea, at the present moment, without conceciing something. I do not see that 
you have an>,thing open to you but COli cession ; for instance, a proposal of a treaty 
IS a concessIOn. 

713. Is it your opinion that any treaty, such as you think would be effectual 
for the final abolition of the slave trade, could be concluded with Brazil unless. 
that treaty were framed in contemplation of our abamloning the present system? 
-1 am unable to answer that questiou. 

714. Sir E. Buxton.] In answer to question 689, you say, "I consider that 
the government of Brazil is perfectly powerless in this matter; it is as much as 
they can do to keep the monarchy together; the slightest shock would dismembel' 
it." Considering that that is the position of the Brazilian government, do you 
im;lgiue if we were to make such an agreement with them as you propose, 
they would be able to oblige their people to adhere to any regulations which 
might be established r- Whatever I may say I give . as matter of opinion only; 
nevertheless, I do not see how you are to proceed unless you enlist a proportion 
of the people of Brazil on the side of the government. 

i 15· Is not the slave trade essentially a contrauand trade ?-I believe that 
according to the laws of Brazil it is so; but nevertheless the laws are useless. 

;16. And is not the slave trade carried on by those parties who expect per-
sonally to reap a profit from it ?-The best mode of answering that question is 
to- fake Sahor Cavaltante's opinion, as delivered in my despatch, that the Por-
tu;ltul!t1t!~I'4!- the gainers. 
~el:~~~,..~tilbagiiie that those same parties, whether they are Portuguese 

ntlrtl1ll'.Pf1 to break the law, would not be induced to 
with the Brazilian 

which no 

Sir C. Hotlwtn, n. N. 

K.C.B. 
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there is a very large party, particularly amongst the younger men and men of 
talent, who are desirous of suppressing the slave trade; but as matters .now stand 
they feel that they cannot move, lest they ::;hould incur the general odlUm of the 
nation. 

71 9. What is your reason for thinking' that there is a large party wh~ ~re 
desirous of snppressing the slave trade ?-I have already alluded to the opllllOn 
of Senhor Cavalcante, and the high character which he bears in his OlVn country 
induces me to rely upon any information proceeding from him; and I also bear 
in mind conversations I have had with two or three remarkably intelligent Bra­
zilians, of the upper class of society. 

720. Chairman.] Do you consider that the present system adopted by this 
cotUitry-enlists the national feelings of the Brazilians in favour of the slave trade? ( 
-Not in snch strong words as those, but it enlists their opinion in favour of the 
slave dealers. 

721. Sir E. Bu:eton.] Is it youx opinion that if we were to withdraw our pre­
sent treaty for the total abolition of the slave trade with the Brazils, and also 
were to sanction the importation of slavery into the Brazils for a fixed period, 
and were to require the presence of English and Brazilian commissioners at the 
slave marts, those commissioners to be recognized on the coast of Africa and at 
the landing ports in Brazil, in that case England would not be morally respon­
sible for the continuance of the slave trade in the Brazils ?-I apprehend at the 
present moment there is bona fide no treaty existing; you are capturing them 
under an Act of Parliameut passed for the special purpose. 

722. Are you aware that there is still a convention in existence by which the 
slave tradejn the Brazils was to cease after 1829 ?- I apprehend the position of 
affairs to be this, that we claim a treaty, the Brazilians deny it, and that to carry 
out our views we have passed an Act of Parliament authorizing our vessels to 
capture their vessels. 

72:3. If we were to enter into such a treaty as you recommend, sanctioning 
the im.portation of slaves, and if we were to have commissioners at the slave 
marts for the purpose of seeing that certain regulations were adhered to, should 
1'}6t we be li~ble in the eyes of Europe to the imputation that we were sanctioning 
the slave trade ?- I apprehend the very reverse of that would take place; you 
would pass no treaty, and yon would withdraw no treaty; yon would allow them 
to load vessels for a specified and certain time; you would set an example to the 
rest of the world that you wished to act as becomes you, legally and quietly; 
and that you would not l'esort tl) the strong' measure of making it piracy, until 
you had fulfilled the conditions of the law in that particular. 

724. Whatever our ultimate object might be, in t,he meantime should we not 
be giving el'lcouragement to the slave trade to the Brazils ?- I do not think so, 
because you would have always at the end of your conditions the word" piracy," 
and the means of carrying the penalties against it into execution, which you 
have not at the present moment. 
- 725. You imagine that the Brazilians would give us leave to hang their men, 
provided we gave way to them on other points ?- I do not say that; I say that 
yon ought to propose a measure before you resorted to stronger efforts. 

726. What reason have you for believing that the Brazilians would consent to 
the penalty of piracy being inflicted after the expiration of the period to which 
you allude ?- In the first place, the Emperor and all the authorities are opposed 
to the slave trade, and therefore would willingly come into any measure with 
which they could face the country. 

727. As the government is at present powerless, do you not imagine that they 
would also be -powerless at the end of that fixed period ?-As I said before, I 
can only give my own private opinion. I have no meana beyond that, h~Vinld 
now been absent nearly three years from Brazil; but as I see no other 
to you, and as 1 see in the evidence of last year a desire to declare 
think it is necessary that you should take all the measures 
the law of nations, before resorting to that extremity. 

728. How many years should you imagine wo~ 
idea. 

729. Should yQU think it would be _ ...... _ 
knowing. 

730. Do you imagine thflt ,iIoQiN"JlIfaollIli 

answer the question 
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731. Though you rec?mmend that ~ fixed period shoul~ be provided, you 

have no means of informmg the CommIttee at all whether It would be a very 
10nO' ueriod or a verv short period ?-I consider the trade of this country of 
im~e~se importance-to Brazil, and I consider the B.razilian trade .o~ equal 
importance to us, ~nd therefore I propose a measu~e whlCh would concIl~ate t~e 
Brazilians, alld wInch does not prevent your resorting to the extreme rIght, If 
you should afTerwards think fit. . 

732. At the end of the fixed period?-Y es; but I do not fix the period; 
because I have not the means of doing it. 

733. With respect to the laws for proportioning the sexes, have you any reason 
to think that the Brazilians would be induced to import women ?-By the law 

• which I suggest you would impose it upon them. 
734. Are you aware what the proportion of women to men now is in the 

Brazils ?-I think no one knows that. 
735. Are you aware that it was stated by Dr. Cliffe that the number was only 

four per cent. ?- My impression was that he had given no definite answer; that 
he had left it open. 

736. Are you aware, also, that Dr. Cliffe stated that he thought if the trade 
were thrown open, the Brazilians would prefer to import men and work them 
out, rather than to import women, that they might breed slaves in the Brazils? 
-Dr. Cliffe's evidence, as far as I recollect, certain Iv tends in that direction; 
but I beg that the Committee will recollect that I never contemplated throwing 
the trade open. 

737. Do you think it probable, considering that the coast of the Brazils extends 
over upwards of 2,000 miles, that those laws which you propose to frame would 
be carried into effect by the Brazilians?- The suggestions which I have offered 
are only offered as an alternative. The position which you now occupy should 
be clearly considered; the efforts of your squadron are unavailing; you do not 
succeed in repressing the slave trade, and I wish to see an end put, if possibley 

to that system, the destruction of which all England has had so long at heart. 
Respecting the line of coast to which the Honourable Baronet has referred, I am 
not competent to give an opinion; because it would greatly depend upon the 
strength of the government and their force in carrying out the law. 

738. If the government is perfectly powerless now in this matter, do you 
think they would be able to enforce the law if the new law were established ?­
I have already said that the measure I suggest would enlist a large accession of 
opinion upon their side, and therefore they would be proportionably stronger. 

739. Mr. E. Denison.] Your despatch may be divided into two heads; one, the 
condition and effects of the present system, and the other, some suggestions as­
to an alternative. With regard to the first, the condition and effects of the pre­
sent system, I apprehend you are prepared to answer with considerable precision, 
and to express a decided opinion. Your decided opinion is, that the plan under 
which we have hitherto been acting has entirely failed ?- It is. 

740. And you do not see any improVf~ment of that system of repression by 
force which can effectually accomplish the object which the country has in view? 
-With reference to that part of the question, I must take occasion to remark 
that I said, that in the event of a squadron being maintained, it was requisite 
that they should be armed with the power of destroying barracoons, and with 
a declaration that the slave trade was piracy; but at the same time, having­
recommended it, I qualify the opinion by saying-, as I am no lawyer, I cannot 
be aware how far the Government of the country would ba authorized to carry 
that suggestion into effect. 

1 .. 1. As long as the laws of other states, and the practice of other states, which 
we control, remain as they do at present, do you see any prospect of 

trade by an armed force upon the coast?- None whatever. 
making this statement, I declare a thing which is painful 

that I failed in carrying out the object for 

Sir C. Hothalll,Il.N. 
K.G,ll . 
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Sir C. Hotham, R ,N. on that station than in the Mediterranean. During the last two year,; it has 
K.C.B. been the practice to relieve one ship every month, and I have had the satisfaction 

of hearing that the state of each ship on her return home has been cOI?mended by 
27 April 1849. the naval authorities. While on this subject, I may perhaps be permItted to add. 

that nothing can have exceeded the alacrity and zeal with which all the officers of 
the squadron seconded my efforts, and endeavoured to give effect to my wishes. 

743. Mr. Gladstone.] In reference to the supposition that it mj~t be possible 
to pursne the extinction of the slave trade by more stringent measures t~an the 

• present, you have stated that it would be necessary to adopt two measures In par­
ticular: one of them the destruction of barracoons, and the other the treatment 
of the crews of slaving' ships as pirates, in order to attain that end. You ~re 
aware that there is also an opinion strongly held in this country, that the Bra.zIls r 
are bound by treaty to liberatf, upon our demand, ail slaves who have been Ille­
gally imported into that country ?-I have heard so. 

744. Supposing the enforcement of that demand to be attempted by us, if it 
could be enforced it would be a very powerful engine wherewith to work upon 
the Brazils ~-lt would immediately amount to a declaration of war, which 
would bring things to a crisis. 

745. Do YOll think it would be practicable for England, as far as you have had 
the means of judging of the state of opinion, not only among the subjects of this 
country but the subjects of other countries, to adopt those three measures ; the 
destruction of barracoons, the treatment of slave crews as pirates, and the demand 
to Brazil to fulfil , under treaty, their engagement to liberate all slaves illegally 
imported ?-Setting aside the question of law, and also setting aside the feelings 
of foreigners, which are greatly adverse to our present system, I consider that 
England is pledged, and cannot depart from that pledge, to adopt evel'y"feasible 
measure to carry into execution the wishes of the people at large. 

746. The object of my question was to direct your attention to that very point, 
the feelings of foreigners. You have probably had, during' your service on the coast 
of Brazil and the coast of Africa and elsewhere, extensive means of judging of 
the feelings of for~igners in regard to. the suppression of the slave trade by the 
armed force 'of England? - In all probability 1 have had a more extended field of 
observation than falls to the lot of most people during the same period of time. 
I should say, that with the exception of the French admiral, the American com­
modore. and the Portugese superior authorities, all foreig'ners unite in the opinion 
that you are serving your own interests, and laugh at your philanthropic desires. 

747. The opinion of foreign nations then, as far as you have had the means 
of judging, is an unfavourable and jealous opinion, even with respect to the 
means of repression which we use at present ?-There can be no doubt that 
foreigners view our mode of endeavouring to suppress the slave trade lVith extreme 
j,ealousy. Non-professional members of the Committee cannot be aware of the 
feelillgs of irritation produced in the minds of all foreigners by the zeal of our 
officers in the execution of the particular duty required of them on the coast of 
Africa, and had it not been for the conciliatory demeanour of the commanding 
officers of foreign squadrons, more especially those of M. Montaquies de la Roque, 
commanding the French naval forces, and his divisional officers, who always 
showed the most earnest desire to arrange such difficulties as, from the nature of 
the service, from time to time arose, I am of opinion that the most serious con­
sequences might have ensued. 

748. If there are difficulties in carrying on the present system, arising out of 
the opinions of the subjects of other countries, and out of the relations in which 
the subjects of different countries are placed, do you think there would be a 
great increase of those difficulties in the event of your adopting much more 
stringent measures; for instance, do you think the opinion of the world would. 
very much opposed to a rigorous execution of the law of piracy against 
of slave ships ?-1 do not apprehend that you could exercise it. I 
with the United States of America you would be brought into a 
relations almost immediately; and from the circumstance 
countries embarking in those adventures, if execution 
American subject, I do not consider the American 
quietly. 

749. Do you think that the same ~~~W 
which we mig,ht make to eXEiCJ11~e 
all slave vessels, but against 
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effect of that would be that they would carry no flag, each person on board would 
appear with his papers of naturalizatio? Supposing' that an Am~rican su,bj:ct 
were to be executed, and that an Amencan man-of-war were near, m my Opll11On 
she would lie alongside and open her broadside directly; that would be the 
result. 

750. Are the Committee to understand you to mean that if the crews of slave 
vessels are to be treated as pirates it must be done irrespective of flag; that it 
would not be practicable to do it to crews under the Brazilian flag alone ?- It 
was my duty in the despatch to lay all my opinions and feelings before the 
Government, and to let the law officers of the Crown, and the proper and respon­
sIble authorities, work out the rest; and when I made those suggestions I did 

'not think it necessary to consider how they would apply; I left that to higher 
and more competent authorities. 

751. You are not asked with reference to the bearing of the law; you are 
aware that there is now an Act of Parliament empowering British officers to 
confiscate vessels engaged in the slave trade under the Brazilian flag. Presuming 
an Act were passed authorizing British officers to treat all crews of vessels under 
the Brazilian flag engaged in the slave trade as pirates, do you think such an 
Act would lead to the same difficulties which you have anticipated in an answer 
you lately gave with regard to the enforcement of the law of piracy, or do you 
think we could pass such an Act, and carry it into execution ?-If you are pre­
pared to go to war with the whole world, in my opinion you will declare it 
piracy; but thinking it likely that the Committee might ask me some question 
as to the definition of the law of piracy, I took the trouble to turn to Sir 
William Scott's decision in the case of the" Louis," which regulates the Ad­
miralty courts of the whole world; he gives this definition: "Piracy consisting 
in an unwarrantable violation of property, committed on the high seas, with 
pirates th ere is no state of peace; they are the enemies of every country, and are 
therefore universally subject to the extreme rights of war." In the same case, 
on the 8th clause, it was contended that by reason of the circumstar:ces stated 
the vessel was out of the protection of any law, and liable to c~demnation. 
Sir William Scott lays it clearly down that it is essentially necessary to have 
the acquiescence of the state to whom the vessel detained on suspicion of slave 
trading, and therefore charged with piracy, belonged. 

752. Therefore I understand you to say, that if we by our law declare slave 
trading on the part of the Brazilians to be piracy, and authorize our officers to 
act towards them as pirates, we must be prepared for war as the consequence 1-
The natural answer of the commander of a foreign squadron, near or present 
at the t.ime, would be, You have no right to execute a subject of our country; it 
is a violation of international law, and you must abide by the consequences. 

753. Sir R. H. Inglis.] You have slated that the enforcement of the stipnla­
tion with Brazil, by which it is provided that slaves who, against the municipal 
law of Brazil, and against the treaty with England, have been imported into 
Brazil from and after three years subsequently to the date of the treaty in ques­
tion, shall be emancipated, would produce war between England and Brazil. 
If such would be the effect of England urging the enforcement of an existing 
treaty, what hope have you that the conduct of Brazil w0uld be more favourable 
to the suppression of the slave trade under the new arrangement which you sug­
gest ?-The whole of my argument has been based, as far as Brazil is concerned, 
upon the ab~olute necessity of enlisting a portinn of the feelings of the people 
on the si~e of the government; therefore I do not in any way see that the cases 
are apposIte. 
7~. Do 

are headed 
think that the feeling of the people of Brazil, not being those who 

Senhor Cavalcante, would bE' more favourable to the suppression of 
and the emancipation of slaves illegally introduced into Brazil 

treaty. when the new stipulations which you desire to intro­
ci*r.~ed ~1 understand the case to han been stated that 

in Brazil would necessarily bring on 
~'tII~."'_5o:11i4dlst 1heN is a: in 

Sir C. Hotham, R.I! . 

K C.B. 
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Sir C. Hotham,R.N. trary to treaty 1-1 endeavoured to express the Brazilian feeling, and therefore~ 
!i..C.B. for the sake of facility and clearness, I made use of the word property. ., 

. 756. You have stated in your despatch, in page 10, paragraph 29, th~t It IS 2, April 1849. of essential importance to attach personal penalties to those who engage. In the 
slave trade; will you explain to the Committee to what personal penaltIes y.ou 
refer ?-As I said before, I am not bound to consider a question of that descrIp­
tion as a lawyer; I am bound to suggest to the proper authorities every practi~al 
means of suppressing the slave trade, and to leave nothing of any sort or deSCrIp­
tion untried; but I do not apprehend that I in any way pledge myself to the 
success of the proposition. 

757. Will you state to the Committee whether you consider the extreme ( 
punishment of death inflicted upon pirates by the Ii;lW of nations is one of those 
personal penalties which you think ought to be inflicted upon slave dealers 1-1 
would rather decline answering that quest.ion, because it is a subject which 
requires a great deal more consideration of a different character than I have 
hitherto given it. 

758. At this moment is it within your knowledge that the law of nations 
authorize and require the infliction of the extreme punishment of death upon 
those who are found and condemned as pirates on the high seas ?-After they 
have been legally tried before the High Court of Admiralty of the country in 
'which they are taken. 

759. Is there no instance in which a pirate seized on the high seas might 
legally be executed by the officers of the ship seizing him ?-There may be, but 
I do not. remember a similar case. 

760. You are aware that it has been suggested by some officers of the squadron 
employed on the coast of Africa, that the ii1fliction of a summary penalty on 
those who are guilty of the combined offences of robbery and l1?urder, would be 
one of the most effectual means of suppressing the slave trade ?-I am aware of 
it; but I do not entertain that opinion, because I do not see why you are to sup­
pose that there are not men of sufficient courage and sufficient energy to under­
take the adventure, and to risk everything they have in the world. 

76 I. Incl~ding the loss of their .own lives at the yard-arm ?-Including every­
thing.. In South America we find men of all nations, of all characters, and of 
all descriptions, embarking in the revolutionary wars of that country, without 
any apparent object; therefore I apprehend that the very considerable gains 
offered to them by the slave trade would certainly induce them to continue it, 
always bearing in mind that the premium on their exertions would be very con-
siderably increased by the additional risk. , 

762. Colonel Thompson.] Would not substantial consequences follow from 
declaring the slave trade piracy, although that extreme measure of hanging at 
the yard-arm were never put into execut~on ?-If I were compelled to recommend 
one or other of the measures, it would not be the severe one; because the very 
se\'erity would defeat its own purpose. I consider that if it were possible by the 
law of nations to transport a man, or to punish him in any way short of taking 
his life, the end of suppressing the slave trade would be far better accomplished 
than by the severity which has been before suggested. 

763. Does it appear to you that talking about hanging' at the yard-arm as a 
necessary consequence of declaring the slave trade piracy, is rather hostile to the 
final suppression of the slave trade than the contrary ?-I think so; and the 
reason why I have expressed myself so earnestly in my despatch is this: a boat 
anives alongside a vessel after a long and protracted chase, the men pel'haps 
heated, exhausted, and nearly overpowered; naturally speaking, if there. has 
been any resistance, or any firing at that boat, with their feelings roused and 
excited, the people would be disposed to take such summary vengeance as _ 
all probability they would afterwards repent; therefore I should bitterly llllii.~~ ; 
that any power of that description should be delegated to British 

764; Do you at the same time admit that without putting into 
extreme power, useful consequences might follow from the 
admi~sion tl1at the case was one of piracy?-I have before 
danger of such a declaration would be the hostile feelingJ 
ill the minds of other nations, and the certainty 
which would ensue; but as a means of 
apart from thoile considerations, l.aP1p~bi 
cocct. 
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765. Do you see any general ?anger likely to arise fro~ treating t~e slave Sir C.Hotlwm, R,N. 

trade as piracy in the case of natIOns who have made a specIal tre.aty.wIth yo.u K,C.B. 

to the efiect that it shall be so treated ?- The answer to that questIOn IS, that If 
a little bit of a nation were left out, the whole of the slave traders would sail 27 April 

18
49. 

under that nation's flag, and thus they would have a perfect right to resist; 
therefore it is essentially necessary that you should have the unanimous consent 
of all nations and all powers. 

766. Without disputing whether it would or would not Le very desirable to 
include all nations at once in such a treaty, would it, in your opinion, be a useful 
step towards such a consummation, to include nations, one after another, as fast 

, as they could be got to agree ?- That would not answer the purpose, because the 
facilities of taking out papel'S of naturalization in other countries are far greater 
than they are in Great Britain. 

767. Is not it in itself an impediment and a disturbance to a trade to be 
obliged to carry it on under other flags ?- Not to the degree that you would 
imagine. 

768. But yet to some degree it is so?- To a very slight degree. To show, in 
the state of our relations now, how the question of piracy applies to the pre5ent 
case, I will mention an instance which has occurred. There was resistance on 
the part of a felucca to the boats of the" Philomel." A man or two was shot in 
'OUI' boats, and two or three wounded. A very considerable number of the slave 
traders lost their lives. The vessel was brought in to me, I being at that time 
at Sierra Leone; and such is the present state of our law that 1 was afraid 
to bring it into the Admiralty Court, and was forced to land the crew on 
another part of the coast, and to release them entirely without penalties of any 
description, althoug'h murder, according to our ideas, had ensued to our people; 
and that decision was approved of by the authorities at home. 

769. Do you of your mature consideration believe it to be feasible to declare 
the slave trade piracy in conjunction with Brazil after certain measures which 
you have recommended 1- Yes, because, unless I am mistaken, there would be 
-an Admiralty Court to try vessels of all nations which were captUl'~d within the 
limits of the Brazilian coast, and therefore it would be feasible. 

770. When you said that the efforts of the squadron had entirely failed, did 
you mean that they had failed to produce the entire suppression of the slave 
trade, or that they had absolutely produced no damage or impediment to it 
whatever 1-1 meant to say that the amount of the importations of slaves into 
Brazil was not materially affected by our exertions. 

77 1. Do you mean to say that the number would not have been greater if 
there had been no squadron ?-The effect to be produced is purely mercantile; 
the slaves would have been much cheaper in Brazil; there would have been a 
greater number imported, and the horrors of the middle passage would have 
been very considerably increased by the fact of the slave merchants being inade­
quately provided with capital for the purpose; they would therefore have 
sailed in smaller vessels, and the trade would have been subjected to greater 
horrors. 

772. Am 1 to understand you that that would have been the consequence of 
the squadron having been removed ?-That, I think, would have been the effect 
of the removal of'the squadron. 

i73. Chairman.] Reverting to the subject of piracy, is not slave trading also 
piracy by the municipal laws of the United States ~-Y es; 1 may cite that as a 
reason why it defeats itself, inasmuch as there are very few instances of a vessel 
.equipped for the slave trade being condemned by the United States, in conse-
.quenee the seveTi~y of the law. 

i1+. the penalty of death awarded to piracy by the law of America ?-Yes. 
·~t4 .. r~t,yc)ur expeJrleJllce on the coast of Africa, are you led to believe that 

allow any authority but her own to administer the 
~~tIIj~.JtltCbIri~"1I"81llbjc~c18 ?-I should think certainly not. 
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Sir C. Hotltalll,R.N. general law of nations in allowing you to go OIl board and verify her flag, bllt she 
K.C.B. suffers nothing else.. . . . . 

778. She will not permIt her own subJects convIcted of bemg engaged III the 
27 April 1849' slave trade to be considered amenable to the law of other nations as pirates ?­

Certainly not. 
779. Then America refuses to affix to slave trading what Lord Stowell calls. 

one of the distinguishing features of that offence ?-There is a distinction in the 
case, as I said before; the captain and crew of a full vessel are tried as pirates, 
and suffer the penalty of piracy, whereas in almost all cases the captain and crew 
of an empty vessel are acquitted; that is borne out very much by Mr. Wyse's 
lett.er to Lord Aberdeen. ( 

780. Mr. Simeon.] The Committee have been .informed that piracy on the 
high seas is no longer punishable with death by our law, unless it is accompanied 
with violence to life; is that your impression of the existing state of the law with 
reference to piracy?-I rather differ. From all I have read, lawyers themselves 
differ upon that point, and therefore I can hardly be supposed to be capable of 
answering it. 

781. As a naval officer, what is your impression as to the penalty to which 
persons taken on the high seas in the act of piracy are by our law exposed ?-I 
once conversed on that subject with the Chief Justice of St. Helena, and I col­
lected from him, that notwithstanding it was so termed in the order with respect 
to Brazilian vessels, it did not, in the eye of the law,amount to what is termed 
piracy. 

782 . My question had reference to the punishment which would be inflicted 
upon those who might be distinctly termed pirates by our law ?-They must first 
of all be convicted. 

783. On conviction would they be sentenced to death ?-I have known both 
sentences take place. I have known men transported, and I have known men 
hung, therefore I infer it is not absolutely necessary that they should be hung. 

784. Chairman.] I understand you to be of opinion that America would never 
allow other 12ations to apply to its own subjects convicted of slave trading the 
penalty of piracy?-Public opinion must alter most materiall); in the United 
States before they would acquiesce in that. 

785. Are you of the same opinion with regard to France ?-Bearing in mind 
the extraordinary changes which have taken place in France in so short a period. 
I think any person would be very bold who would give an opinion upon what 
may be the decision of public men in France. 

786. Looking generally to the state of the world, do you think it at all pro­
bable that any of the larg'e Fnaritime states would allow this country to apply 
the penalties of piracy to slave trading ?-I should think not. 

787. And if only a small state. held out the whole of the design would be 
futile ?-In the eye of the law, decidedly. 

788. In the eye of practica,l men, if one state refused to give its adhesion to 
that scheme, would not the whole of your purpose be neutralized, inasmuch 
as all persons wishing to engage in the slave trade would assume the character 
of subjects of that state ?-I answer the question in a qualified manner, because 
the strong' might take advantage of the weak, as is the case now with Brazil, by 
the Act of Parliament which has passed, and which I have under my hand. 

789. In fact, you would infer that such a universal consent as appears requisite 
for carrying out such a purpose is probably unattainable ?-I should think per­
fectly so. 

790. Sir E. Buxton.] Considering there is now such great difficulty in making 
slave trading piracy, how do you think it would be possible to make slave tradi.g 
piracy after the expiration of the fixed period to which you have referred ~ 
There is this great distinction, that in the one case you effect an enlgRJ~M(ii! 
with a state, and by that engagement you obtain their consent, and Ua'lI'latifa 
their consellt, you are authorized to carry into execution the 
against piracy. 

791. Would such an agreement with Brazil euable 
trading piracy, if the subjects of other countries \'Vera 
vessels ?-Ulldoubtedly so, because they 
passed to make them possess, letters of 
you the right il-y the treaty over 1:D~tIt.:_ 

791-, If persons without tbol. 
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• 
vessels and take slaves to Brazil, should we have power to treat them as pirates? 
-That is a serious question; 1 cannot answer it. 
':,- 79::1. Do not you think that the difficulty whi?h exists i.n making .slave trading 
piracy now would exist also after an~' .fixed penod to whICh. you mIght refer?­
There is this distinction, that a BrazIlIan vessel always carnes on board at least 
two or three Brazilians, and therefore you would have the power of an imme, 
diate execution of the law over those persons. 

793. You would have the power of the law over Brazilian subjects, but not 
. over other persons ?- 1 have declined to answer that question, as being too 
serious a one to embark in. 

794. Supposing, after this fixed period, persons of other nations were to t.ake 
j up the tradp., could you give the Committee any idea whether we should be able 

to punish those persons as r-irates ?-1 apprehend that, by the law of nations, 
every person in a Brazilian port is subject to the laws of that country and that 
port. 

795. Mr. M. Milnes.] You have proposed that a certain arrangement should 
be made with the Brazilian government, by which the slave trade shall receive 
in a certain sense the sanction of this country for a period of years, and at the 
conclusion of that period, you propose that certain remedies should be put 
into force. Do you, think that this country would come to a consideration of 
those questions, or be able to enforce those remedies with the same moral weight, 
after having' permitted a transaction of this kind, which they would now?-1 beg 
the Committee will recollect the position 1 filled at the time 1 wrote that des, 
patch. I was called upon by the proper :1uthorities to give my opinion on the 
four books of evidence which were sent out to me. 1 thought it neither proper 
nor manly to condemn everything without offering a substitute, and I thereby 
placed myself in the disagreeable position of a man who is certain to have 
a great degree of obloquy thrown lIpon his shoulders for doing what he has 
considered, according to his conscience, a matter of duty. 

796. Do you think that we should be enabled to enforce those remedies as 
effectively at the end of that period as we might do now?- In answer to that, 
will the Committee be so kind as to bear in mind our present posit+on. You are 
endeavouring to suppress the slave trade by means which experience has proved 
cannot effect it, therefore is it reasonable, and is it wise, to persevere in the 
employment of those means which experience has shown have failed, without 
looking forward to the adoption of some other system, which may attain that 
which all educated men and all Christians have naturally so much at heart. 

797. From your intercourse with Senhor Cavalcante, and your experience in 
Brazil, do you come to the conclusion that the Brazilian government and the 
Brazilian people would be authorized, upon any sound economical grounds, to 
take measures to put a stop to the slave trade after a certain period, which they 
could not now adopt?-1 have already stated my belief that by making' some 
concession the co-operation of the Brazilian government and people might be 
obtained. But this is, after all, an international question, on whicb, as a 
foreigner, 1 cannot speak with confidence. 

798. You have, therefore, no strong and decided grounds for believing that 
those questions would be resolved with more facility after a certain period than 
they would be at t.his moment ?-I do not come here to advocate a particular plan 
or a particular system; I come to explain to the Committee that the measures 
of llIany governments have entirely failed. The adoption of another system is 
hardly my affair. 1 confess that on reading Mr. Bandinel's evidence, I \\as 
E!xtremely struck with the clearness with which he stated his views, and I could 

.llelp feeling an innate conviction that without the assistance of the slave-
1& state we should never effect anything. 

~iDk. Brazil will be able to.offer you those facilities, and to ofter 
,.~ ..... _. after the slave trade has been permitted by this country for 

S'.II~t~~better"'um it can do at the present moment ?-What­
~M •• ~·. __ nttf, DIRV'lltp. opinion; but the Committee 

.. i4I .......... ~.- taken 

Sir C. Hotlla1n,R.N. 
K.C.B. 

').7 April 1849. 
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"sir C. !fotha1ll,R.1i. 800. In the sixth ground, on which you propose that the negotiation should 
K.C .B. be opened with Brazil, you speak of destroying all the slave factories in Africa, 

27 April 1849. 
except at the recognized ports; do you intend those recognized ports to mean the 
ports from which slaves shall be permitted to be exported ?--I do. 

SOl. 'For ~That purpose would you destroy the other slave factories ?-In order 
to drive the slave trade to the ports over which you would have a supervision. 

802. You think YOH should be able to do that ?-That again is a matter for the 
law officers of the Crown to decide; 1 speak as a sailor, not as a lawyer. 

80.1. You have been engaged, 1 believe, in the destruction of some slave 
factories ?- I have. 

804. Especially of the factories at the Gallinas ?.-Especially the factories at 
the Gallinas. 

805. Will you state to the Committee, as shortly as you can, the circumstauces­
of the destruction of those factories ?- In January 1848 I received a despatch from 
the Secretary of the Admiralty, covering a letter from the Under Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, directing me to warn the chiefs at the Gallinas, that if they 
did not entirely put an end to the slave trade they would be severely punished. 
The words of the despatch were conveyed in these terms: "l'hat Her Majesty's 
Government, this being the opinion of the Advocate-general, will be justified 
in directing hostilities to be commenced against the Gallinas, in consequence of 
the chiefs having refused to abide by the treaty 01' agreement concluded by them 
with Captain Denman." The Advocate-general further continues, "I think that the 
white slave dealers whose exclusion from the Gallinas was the principal object of 
Captain Denman's treaty, will not under the circumstances be able successfully to 
maintain an action in the courts of this country for the loss of their property." 
This was written in reply to three propositions which I made to the Government. 
The propositions were, that they should first of all send their boats up to Dom­
bocorro and destroy the capital, which is about 18 miles distant. Secondly, that 
ihey should march by land upon Dombocorro. Thirdly, that they should take­
the more effeetual measure of burning them completely out. To that the Queen's 
Advocate sent this opinion. 1 was not entirely satisfied with this, and I waited 
till there was sufficient time to receive an answer to a letter which I wrote to­
Lord Auckland, which answer however never arrived. We accordingly landed, 
the parties divided, and a few hours afterwards we destroyed every single thing' 
there was in the shape of property, except one open shed, under which they were­
to take refuge. 

806. Was the destruction of that slave factory efficient in stopping the trade 
at the GalliIias from that period ?-I thought that the destruction alone would 
not affect it, and therefore I adopted the responsible measure of declaring the 
limits of the Gallinas country within a state of blockade, according to the strict 
sense of the word. That opinion has been confirmed by the Secretary of State 
for Foreign. Affairs, and he has expressed his approbation of my proceedings. 

807. Do you believe that those measures will for some length of time stop the 
slave trade at the Gallinas ?- From that point it will; but it will drive them, I 
fear, to the Bissagos Islands, which being Portuguese territory, we cannot inter­
fere with. The Committee will remember that we destroyed the factories of the 
Gallinas under a positive treaty, made for a special purpose. 

808. Could not a similar treaty to that which we made with the chiefs of 
the Gallinas territory be made with other chiefs and head men upon the coast 1-
I fear not; I have heard, and I believe from very good authority, that an effort 
was made to persuade the King' of Dahomey to enter into a treaty for the express 
prohibition of the trade, but that Mr. Da Souza, whose name is familiar to tMf 
Committee, found out what amount we were likely to offer; that he 
Dahomey before our agenc, and immediately offered three times as 
consequence was, when our agent appeared, the King of 1J~Ln<l~m~eve: 
reason for his refusal the greater remuneration he had rp,·p""'r! 
and the utter impossibility he felt himself under of 
interest. 

n 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. • 

Martis, l' du~ .Maiz, 18·\9 . 

MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Mr. Monckton Milnes. 
Mr. CardwelL 
Sir Edward Buxton. 
Mr. Jackson. 
Lord John Ha,r. 
Colonel Thompson. 

Sir Robert Inglis. 
Admiral Bowles. 
Mr. Simeon. 
Viscoullt Brack ley. 
Earl of Lincoln. 

WILLIAM HUTT, ESQ. IN THE CHAIR. 

Sir Chm'[es Hotham, R. N., K. c. n., further Examined . 

73 

80g. Clwi1·man.] IN your examination on Friday last YOLI gave the Committee Sir C. Hotlwm, R.N 

some account of the destruction of the barracoons and factories at the Gallinas ; K.C.B . 

\\'ere there any slaves in those barracoons when you landed ?-On the arrival of 
the boats in the river all the slaves were released and driven into the bush . We 1 May 1849' 
}'emained on shore all night. On the following day a negotiation was set on foot 
through a neutral chief for the purpose of delivering up possession of the slaves 
to us, but he proposed a compromise, which in my judgment would not have 
}'eflected credit on this country; he proposed that I sbould give up all the goods 
in the factories (which were not mine to give), and that the slaves should be 
delivered up to me. I refused, and being aware that I could not effect thei r 
capture without greatly endangering the health of my crew, and that in all pro-
IJability 1 should have obtained the release of out very fell', I gave it up and 
attempted nothing further. 

S10. Were the slaves very numerous 2-1 have reason to believe that in one 
barracoon there were 1,000 slaves, but I am not exactly aware of' the number 
which were at Soliman, distant 14 miles. 

811. What do you imagine became of those slaves 1-ln all probability they 
would be re-bought by the slave merchant. 

/:) 1:2. You say that you declined to hand over to the native chief the g'oods 
which were in the factory; what became of those goods?-They were totally 
destroyed. . 

813. You did not distribute them to any parties on sbore, as appears to ha,-e 
been done on a former occasion'1-1 did not consider that an action of that 
description would reflect credit on this country, and bearing in mind my inten­
tion to declare a blockade, in its legal sense, on a certain part of the coast, therebv 
occasioning considerable interference \ritb American and French ships, 1 thought 
it politic as well as honest to avoid anything which might have been interpreted 
to our disadvantage. 

814· How far up the count! y had you to move your force in order to get at 
those factories ?-The expedition froceeded entirely by water. The greatesl 
distance would be from 12 to 14 miles. 

81 5. Did the health of the forces suffer in consequence of their exposure on 
that expedition 1-1 did not hear that a single man belongincr to that expedition 
was subsequently attacked with fever. 0 

81 G. Do you consider that it would be possible to preserve the health of the 
employed upon similar expeditions if they had to proceed far up the 

~oll1!\t:ry.in order to attack factories r-As a general rule, decidedly not. In this 
favourable season of the year, ami took a variety of 

"1l.,"UlilJ:!I"Ull.:t:1I of the case offered to us. 
the greater of the factories which, under 

close to the coast ?-As they 
~.~Jm.1i tQl the GovernlDent 

lh 
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Sir C. Hotha1ll, R.N. were to send out orders directing the destruction of all the factories and barra-
K.C.B. coons, without reference to national property, 1 presume that .the s~ift adopted 

by the slave dealers would be to anchor ships off the coast, re~alll their. goods on 
1 May 1849. board and retail them from thence, thereby avoiding the necessity of. bavlll&, a fac­

tory on shore, and also to obtain the protection of the flag of a natIOn WhICh had 
not given you the power of visit or search. 

81 9. U odeI' those ci'rcumstances, goods provided for the purpose of carr,ying 
on the slave trade would be placed in perfect security as related to the operatIOns 
of the British squadron 1-1 think that would be the effect. 

820. vVhere would the slaves be placecl; they would not be on board the ship, 
would they ?-It is an entire mistake to suppose that it is necessary to detain 
slaves in barracoons. Supposing our operations cont~mplated landing and march- C 

ing after them, they naturally would be kept in such a state as would enable them 
to effect their immediate escape. The barracoon at present is valuable to the 
slaves, because it affords them shelter from the sun and gives them an opportunity 
of repose. 

821. Practically is it not the habit of slave dealers to confine the slaves in the 
barracoons while 1ihey are waiting to be embarked ?-At present it is; but through 
the exeel1ent look-omt which they always keep, they would be enabled to release 
the slaves on ~he first appearance of our landing, and therefore it would merely 
end in our destr<!lying an empty shed. 

822. Is it probable that the slave dealers would place the slaves in a depot at 
some distance from the coast, so as to be out of the reach of the operations of the 
squadron ?-I should say, certainly so. 

823. Would not the consequence of such an arrangement be an increased 
degree of sufi'erif.lg to the slaves, owing to the necessity of marching them at all 
hours of the night and day from the place of depot to tbe point of embarkation? 
-Seeing no direct means by which YOIl could ensure the release of the slaves, 
I1he movements to which you have alluded would add in a great extent to their 
misery. 

824. 1 need n:ot ask you whether any step, though taken fOI" the purpose of 
s,l'1,ppressing' t'fie slave trade, which should be attended with ag'gravated misery to 
the slave, ought not to be a step undertaken with the greatest reluctance 1-
Sometimes it is necessary to do a little harm for the sake of effecting a great 
good; but, as 1 said before, as 1 do not see that the measure to which you have 
alluded would produce a beneficial effect; I agree in the way in which the ques­
tion has been put. 

825. Do you imagine that the slaves now retained' in the barracoons are 
exposed to much suffering 1-That is rather a difficult question to answer, because 
ilt depends upon a variety of circumstances of which 1 cannot be cognizant. If 
an immediate shiJilment is effected the barracoon is a great advantage to the 
slave. On the other hand, it very often happens that there is a dearth and 
scarcity of provisions, and then the slave naturally suffers. 

826. Do you know of your own knowledge any instance in which the slaves 
have suffered while they have been detained in the barracoon waiting for embarka­
tion ?-Whether it was produced by that cause or not 1 am not able to say, but 
1 never in my life saw 14 men, being the number of slaves which we actually 
released at the Gallinas, embark in sl1ch a pitiable state; I allude more especially 
to the great debility they exhibited. 

827. I presume it is an admitted fact that the slaves suffer severe hardships and 
are exposed to death in consequence of their detention in the barracoons while 
waiting for embarkation ?-Certainly; although 1 do not at all believe the report 
which has been set on foot in this country, and mentioned in Parliament, declaring 
nhat 2,000 slaves have been murdered at Lagos. 

828. Still the evil to which 1 have adverted being admitted, is it not -Alii 
which is the direct consequence of our attempt to suppress tbe 6lIlLYAli1IIIi 
force 1-Yes, 1 think it is the effect of our present meaSlU'es. 

829. From the observations yon have been able to make- 9It 
do you or do you not believe that the slavJI trade.is- eo;DdI~_. 
stances of greater cruelty than before we- uoS8l'tIeQk 
force 1-1 have no Il'leanS of . 
my evidence tbat the 
horrors w.bich ~ople If.<;I~a, ..... ~,] 1 ...... 

3go. oAr-a Il~ thEI·I4'lIJItIl"Wl_~ 
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of precipitation which prevents tbe possibility of adequately providing them with 
food and water ?-That question must be divided into two parts: with regard to 
food and water I never heard of an instance in which there was a scardty, because 
the vessel comes over to the coast loaded with a sufficient quantity of both; my 
answer to the other part of the question is, that the cases differ very !illUch; as a 
general rule, ~h:y ~re not e~barked, to t~e best of my belief, in the Big~t of Ben!n 
with the precIpitatIOn to winch the questIOn alludes; I only know one Instance In 

which an extraordinary degree of hurry has led to the misery of the slave. 
&3 1• Are 110t the slaves in some instances crowded on board the vessels with 

perfect recklessness as to the numbers which are placed on board ?- N ot gene­
rally speaking. 

j 832. Did you ever know. of an instance in which that occurred ?-I can give 
one; the Brazilencia was captured on the 12th of October 1848; she had 703 
slaves on board; 300 slaves were embarked on board the Dolphin, the capturing 
ship. By the 2d section of the Act for regulating tonnage, she had 829 men per 
100 tons. The captain on being required to state why he shipped that extraor­
dinary number of slaves, replied that they were burried on board without any 
account being taken, and in his entire ignorance of their numbers. Had that 
vessel gone across, in all probability the mortality would have been frightful. 

833. Is it probable that such a scene as that could have occurred if the slaves 
could have been embarked with deliberation ?- Certainly not. 

834. Did you ever hear of negroes being thrown overboard in the course of 
a chase ?-Tbere are vague rumours to tbat effect, but no accurate means of in­
formation have ever been within my reach. 

835. Are the negroes sometimes exposed to the action of our guns during 
chase ?-If a slaver attempts to get away and has an advantage or an equality il'l. 
sailing, we are compelled to resort to the use of our guns. 

836. Which is, of course, sometimes attended with the destruction of the 
slaves ?-The object in view is generally to bring down a mast or a spar, but, 
nevertheless, occasionally deaths ensue therefrom. 

837. According to your information, do the slave vessels commonly carry 
a surgeon or a medicine chest )-We always found a medicine chest on board; 
generally speaking, there are two or three passengers, whose duty and business 
are never ascertained; one of them may be a surgeon, but I never recollect 
a case of a man stating himself to occupy that position. 

838. Generally speaking, are not those persons part of the ship's company who 
brought the vessel over from the coast of America ?-There are three or four 
men described in the sbip's papers as passengers, and it never appears who they 
are, or what their business may be. 

839. Mr. Simeon.] Are you aware whether the drugs found in those medicine 
chests are of a different kind from those which are ordinarily found in the phar­
macop~ia which is on board our English ships?-They are usually the best 
drugs, and have been very often employed in our ships on occasions when medi­
cine has run short. 

840. Are there not among those drugs generally drugs of which our medical 
men are not usually cognizant ?-I never heard that. 

841. Have you ever beard that the naval surgeons on board of ships to which 
slaves have been transferred after capture have found a difficulty in dealing with 
the peculiar diseases to which the slaves are subject ?-I never heard it, but I 
believe that the treatment of debilitated slaves is an art in itself, which requires 
a great deal of practice and constant use. 

842. And consequently it is an art which the previous education and medical 
knowledge of our naval surgeons would not render them the fittest persons to 
deal..with ?-The best answer I can give to that is, that in all cases of surgery and 

Ueular meD are celebrated for treating particular diseases; the same 
•• __ ~·i8 ,~ble to the case which YOI1 have described . 

.. drugs which are peculiar to the slave ships 
MIflf ••• Mllly fItM_?-1l alllllot aware that there are any 

Sir c. Hotlzl.'!m,;& .. ~. 
X.C.B . 

1 May 1849. 
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embarked" with deliberation" under ordinary circumstances, when the embarka­
tion is a thing forbidden; i~ other words, is not it a ne~essary in?ide~t ?f a con­
traband trade, a trade prohibited by law, that the parties engagmg Il1 It c.annot 
choose their own tilnes, nor act with deliberation in the adventure ?-Certamly. 

845. The secol'ld part of the question referred to the sufferings of slaves, 
arising as an incident from the firing of guns in chase of the slave vessels. Is 
not the firing of guns in chase an incident necessarily arising, whether. the vessel 
shall contain slaves, or shall be an enemy's vessel which it is the object of the 
ship cbasing to catch ?-I have already stated that the object which the officer 
commanding the ship has in view is to disable the vessel, and effect a more 
speedy capture by bringing down either a mast or a spar. Wherever tbere has r 

been a los,~ of life, I wisb to do the officers the justice.of stating that they have, in 
their official report to me, expressed the very greatest regret, and almost con­
sidered themselves (wrongly, in my opinion) responsible for the unfortunate 
result which took place. . . 

846. The precipitate embarkation of the slaves, and the occasional loss of life 
among the slaves in a vessel chased, are therefore, in your judgment, necessary 
incidents in the prosecution of an unlawful traffic ?-1 confine my answer purely 
and entirely to the service on which I have been employed. I do not see how 
we are to effect the objects we have in view, and comply with our instructions, 
witbont resorting to means which, to a certain extent, we lament. 

847. Did you ever personally inspect a barracoon ?~Io did at the Gallinas. 
848. Do you consider that the protection which the barracoon may afford to 

slaves against the weather is or is not an advantage to the slave individually, 
but pro tanto an encouragement to the slave trade, inasmuch as it may enable 
a dealer in slaves to deliver his article to the ship in better condition ?-I have 
always held the opinion that it is perfectly unnecessary for the slave dealer to 
maintain tile barracoons, as connected with the exportation of slaves; and that 
therefore when it is asserted that the barracoons ought to be destroyed, people 
are very apt to forgoet that indirectly it is an advantage to the poor slave himself. 

849. If it be an advantage to the slave, as was implied in tile question last 
addressed to )rou, inasmuch as he is thereby protected from the weather, is not it 
al so pro tanto an advantage tothe slave dealer, inasmuch as he is enabled to deliver 
his article in bettel' condition to the ~lave ship ?-It is, naturally speaking, a con­
venience to tbe slave dealer; but I should extremely lament a system which 
confined itself purely and entirely to the destruction of the barraeoons. 

850. With@ut implying that the question is limited to the mere destruction of 
barracoons, without other measures of repression taken in connexion with it, do 
you wish the Committee to understand that the inference suggested by the former 
questIOn is or is not correct; that exactly in proportion as the article is capable 
of being clelivered in better condition to the slave ships from the shore, the 
existence of barracoons is an advantage to the slave dealer ?-I cannot in my 
llnswer separate the tl'l:O subjects, because if I did I should give an ex-pm·te 
meaning, which, in my own opinion, lVould be unjust. I consider that the bar­
racoon is as valuable to the slave as it is to the slave dealer. From that opinion 
I cannot depart. 

85 1 . Mr. Simeon.] In a letter which has been placed before us, addressed to 
you by the Governor of Loanda, he states tbat very little good results from the 
burning of the barracoons unless the slaves are captu~'ed at the same time; do you 
coincide in the opinion there expressed ?-Entirely, inasmuch as a barracoon is 
built of very cheap materials and run up in six weeks, and, as I again repeat it, 
affords great shelter aHd comfort to the slave, and therefore I do not see that 
advantage arises from its destruction. 

852. Mr. Cardwell.] As the result of all the questions which you have been 
just asked: upon the subject of the sufferings of the African race, do you consi_~ 
upon the whole, that they are increased or diminished by the measures 
take ?-I think that our present system is by no means complete or 
expectation with which it was set 011 foot. With reference to 
question wherein you draw a comparison, I am of opinion that 
worse if the trade were entirely thrown open, and that aa 
accrue to the negro. 

853. So that the withdrawal of the S'qtia~tlOtllilti 
in your opinioTlt' be a to the 
decidedly to the negro; but 
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lay before the Committee my opinions th~t our system is incomplete, a?d one 
which we are bound to retract, and for whIch we are bound to find a substItute. 

854. J n the absence of any particular substitute, would you continue or aban­
don that system which we noVl are purs~ling ?-Leaving out?~ account the 
ne<rro's sufferin(1', I would not abandon It, because I am unwIlling to see my 
co~ntry descenl from the high position which it has hithert.o held in the eyes of 
the world. 

855. Then your principal ouject in continuing tile squadron would be a regard 
for the reputation of our common country, and not any strong opinion that the 
interests of the negro are promoted by it ?-I consider that the actual number of 
-slaves required by people able, under present circumstances, to purchase them, in 
~very year reaches Brazil, and that the effect of our squadron is to remove the 
slave trade from one spot and to drive it to ano ther ; and therefore I consider 
tbat unless you can blockade, according to the sense in which the word has been 
recently accepted, the wbole of the African shore, it is utterly impossible uy the 
present system to put down tile slave trude. 

856. Are you of opinion, from what YOli have seen, tbat if the slave trade were 
carried on without the fear of a blockading squadron, there would be any great 
Diminution of the sufferings of the negroes, either in the barracoons or in the 
slave ships ?-In my former evidence I have stated that the effect of throwing the 
trade open would be to put it into the hands of men of small capital, unable to 
conduct tbe adventure on the grand scale (if I may make use of the expression) 
that it is now conducted on. The consequence, therefore, would be that an addition 
of misery would accrue to the negro. 

857. Have you observed in the character of the men who have been captured 
,that they appear to have been so exasperated against the measures taken fOf tl~eir 
repression as that they have thereby become more brutalized and cmel than they 
otherwise would have been ?-Disbelieving the general statements of the slave 
captains, excepting in certain portions wherein one agrees with the other, I do 
not consider myself as competent to answer that question. 

858. Have YOIl had any opportunity of judging whether the wars in Africa are 
at all caused by a desire to feed the slave trade ?-I can only speak trom the in­
formation which is accessible to everybody. I have nothing to offer from that 
which I have learned on the coast of Africa. 

859. Have you any means of knowing what the relative condition of the negro 
is in Africa and ill Brazil ?-No, I have not. 

860. Mr. }\I[. Milnes.] Is such a state of blockade as that wbich we have 
adopted witbin the limits of the Gallinas country effective in stopping the slave 
trade as far as that country is concerned ?-I declared a blockade there in conse­
quence of an expression of opinion made use of by the Queen's Advocate-general, 
wherein he says that I should be justified in resorting to the rights of war. The 
first right of war is a blockade, and on the sentiments of his letter I acted. I 
consider that within the limits in which that particular blockade is declared the 
slave trade will be effectually suppressed, because it does not act only against the 
slave dealers, but it acts ag'ainst the importers of merchandize with which the 
slave trade is fed. 

861. What is the length of coast along which that blockade extends ?-The 
scale of the chart I have before me is too small for me to be able to answer, 
except from memory. I believe about 18 miles. 

862. What number of vessels are engaged in that blockade ?-Two. 
863. Do YOll think that by a continuance of that blockade, and by other means 

consequent upon a deciaration of war, you can put down the slave trade in that 
Gallinas country for a considerable period of time ?-N 0; I had in view the 

ten '00 of the blockade on grounds which I thought justifiable. I am not 
~deeision the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has come to; if 

:~II,.r:q. __ •• ~,hu suggestion, I consider that a complete blockade will be the 
[IItIIIjiIIUHI ........... 1O trade will be totally driven from the territory of Gal-
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slave dealers from the Gallinas. Without a casus belli of a similar description, 
you could not apply that blockade as you have suggested; neither, supposing that 
you had the right, would it be effectual, because you have not, by one-thu'd, vessels 
sufficient for that purpose. • 

865. You do not therefore think that by an application of such a force as is 
now stationed on the coast of Africa, even with the adoption of any such means 
as have been suggested, any considerable diminution of the slave trade could be 
accomplished ?-Repeating the words, "such force as is now stationed," I do not 
think so. 

866. Is it your opinion that that object would be approximately effected by an 
increase of that fUl'ce ?-There will be no contradiction to my previous evidence 
in saying, that applying your question to limited .parts of the coast, you could( 
enforce a blockade and effect your object, but not in e:l:tenso, as I apprehend you 
mean. 

867. Do you suppose that the tempor~ry applic3Jtion of such forcible means as 
that of a warlike blockade would lead the chiefs and head men of those states 
into a better state of mind as regards the slave trade, and to prefer the advan­
tages of legitimate commerce ?--During the period that you were carrying into 
effect your measures, which I will suppose to be effective, they will have acqui­
esced in any proposition, and in any plan which you have suggested. Remove 
the re.pressive system or the force which yon were then applying, and I consider 
that, from the very nature of the African character, and the speculation and ex­
citement which the tFade affords, they would immediately return to slave trading. 

868. Would it be very difficult to get any portiON of the inhabitants of the coast 
of Africa out of the habit 0.£ the slave trade where it had once been established? 
-I do. In my despatch I have stated that on a large portion of the coast there 
are no visible means of introducing legal commerce. The greater portion of the 
slave trade comes from the Portughlese territory; the Portuguese are bad colo­
nists, and they would throw every difficulty in the way of giving up that which. is 
now to them .an advantageous trade. 

869. As a summary, therefore, of the questions which I have put to you, I will 
ask you this€:, Do you regard the suppression, or even a considerable diminution 
of the slave trade on the Africa.n coast is impossible to be brought about by any 
combination of violent and persuasive means; by violent means, I intend such 
as those which we have adopted towards the country of the GalJinas, and by 
persuasive means, I intend the introduction and the favouring of legitimate trade, 
as far as the Government of this country can effect such an object ?-I do not see 
any practicable combination that you could bring abQ~t, and therefore I con­
sider that it wOI!lM be impossible. 

870. You have stated that the slave trade frclln the Gallinas would probably 
take ref.liJge in the Bissagos Islands, which, being Portuguese territory, we cannot 
interfere with; do you tl~erefore believe, that however effectual our measures 
might be in putting down the slave trade where we could interfere, a considerable 
slave trade would still take place from the Portuguese territory ?-Taking the 
eastern and western Portuguese territory in Africa into consideration, I think that 
that alone is capable of supplying the wants of Brazil. 

871. ,Vould it be practicable by any negotiation with the Portuguese Govern­
ment to prevent this effect?-They have ostensibly set their face entirely against 
the slave trade; they have effected a treaty in the sense that you desired, but 
that treaty has never been carried out; questions have been put by the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs to the Portugl!lese Government requesting that the 
British force might be permitted to land and extirpate the slave trade by destmy­
i ng the factories wherever they might find them within their territory; to_ 
they have given a complete refusal, by saying that tbey will do it wheneveJ; ~ 
are pointed ont by a British captain; repeated instances have been cited to 
of places carrying 'on the slave trade; nevel'theless until reclftUy 
would assist, or comply with the promise given by 
ment, and now that this has been carried into efiect I find 
the Portuguese governor-general using his ullmOst ,enililea\llNuJid 
eel' who complied with yoU!' request, and waose C01IlWlQ1:", 

to the highest praise. 
872. You therefore fear that, wb*u_ ••• 

they would ~ eluded ?-F.I'on the 
think an officer wo:.lG~.raI~l:1~"' ••• 
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873. Clzairman.l Do you think, as commander-in-chief of the African squa­
dron, you were placed in circumstances w~ich would enable you to form a more 
correct opinion of tbe whole of our opeFatlOns along the coast and the nature of 
the slave trade there than any individual captain commanding a single vessel could 
form ?--An individual captain is acquainted only with that which may occur 
within the limits of his own station; be is not able to take a combined or extended 
view of the whole of the operations connected with a large extent of coast. Those 
sources of information are shut out from him, and it is, generally speaking, the 
object of a commander-in-chief to keep them within his own breast, and to impart 
them to no one. Therefore, separating myself from the question which you now 
address to me, I am of opinion that the commander-in-chief only is able to give 
~e general information which .the Committee would require. . 

874. If you were seeking for accurate information upon tbis painful question, 
would you rather apply to an officer like Captain Mansel, who has commanded 
the squadron for a certain period, or would you apply to a number of captains 
commanding cruisers on the coast ?- I should consider that the information given 
by an officer who held the position of that of Captain Mansel, wOlild be far more 
\' aluaule than the opinions of individual captains. 

875. Some naval officers expressed an opinion to the Committee last year, that 
in 1843 the slave trade was stopped, and would have been extinguished but for a 
despatch of Lord Aberdeen, warning the officer in command of the squadron 
not to attack slave factories contrary to the law of nations; from your observa­
tion of tbe slave trade, do YOU think that the slave trade could have been on the 
point of final extinction in "1843, or are you of opinion that Lord Aberdeen's 
letter could possibly have revived it ?- 1 feel a great delicacy in answering that 
question, because it can only be a matter of opinion, ano may be given in a sense 
contrary to that with which 1 am really impressed; still I have been always in 
the habit of considering that the slave trade is dependant upon the commercial 
wants of Brazil, and has no reference to your operations in anyone way; and 
therefore I should say that the letter of Lord Aberdeen, although it might have 
had a momentary effect, generally speaking did not control the slave trade. 

876. Sir R. H. Inglis.] You have stated that the opinion of a comemander-in­
chief, like Captain Mansel, would be entitled to more credit than the opinions of 
individual officers, inasmuch as the commander-in-chief receives the reports of 
each officer, and therefore has the whole under his own eye. You do not wish 
however, it is presumed, that the Committee should understand that you throw 
any doubts upon the fact as stated in the evidence of the different officers who 
have deposed to such facts before the Committee of 1848; you merely wish to say, 
and the Committee to understand, that they gave such reports as came within their 
0" n knowledge only, but that you, the commander-in-chief, would have taken a 
general survey of the whole case ?-1 am very far from wishing to throw any slur 
01' doubt upon the evidence of individual officers, with many of whom I am inti­
mately acquainted, and for all of whom I have the highest respect. 1 only meant 
to say that it is impossible for an individual captain to take an extended view of 
the whole case, because the means of information from which it is to be derived, 
are inaccessible to him. 

8n. Sir E. Buxton.] The barracoons are chiefly used, I believe, by the 
agents on the coast who are stationed there to collect the slaves, and to pay for 
them in goods; is that the case 1-They are used for the purpose of collecting 
and protecting the slaves. 

8i8. When a ship arrives on the coast, all that the ship has to do at present is 
to take in the slaves, which are already paid for, and there is no detention in con­
secpteDC8 of Blly payment ?-Hitherto I do not recollect that the evidence has 
gwte'. that, but still I believe that, from whatever circumstance, there is no 

. coast. 
~~~'" ... <tM";,_e ... it. has- been. supposed to be that the barracoons and .-".IIIIlI".,.1Ib1ty _paraoua wtw collect aDd pay for the slaves comi!,g 

o£ those barracoons and factorIes 
material 
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Sir C.liothalll,R.N. not some means of stowing away the goods with which to pay for them.?-Il! rp:y 
K.C.ll. previous evidence I have said that that difficulty would be met by keeping a ShIp, • 

permanently at anchor off the coast, under the protection of a neutral fla~, in 
1 May 1849. which the goods would be deposited, and from wh~nce they would be retaIled; 

therefore a factory is by no means a matter of nece~slty. . 
882. Would our treaties with foreign nations allow them to have a ship per­

manently at anchor close to a slave mart for the purpose of s~pplying the goods 
as they were required to pay for slaves; would not our CI'Ulsers be ena~led to 
seize them ?-That again is a matter which it is hardly my province to gIve an· 
opinion upon. The present state of the treaties would permit vessels to be there, 
and jndaina from the correspondence which has taken place between our 
minister bat °Washington and the governlllent of the United States, and their 
apparent objection to oi ve any increased facility (or the visit and search of their 
vessels, or for suppressing the slave trade, I am of opinion that they would not' 
give you sufficient power to interfere with those depots. 

883. Are you a ware that, after the destruction of the ~Iave_ barraco~)Os and. 
factories by Captain Denman, the slavc traders left the Galhnas :- 1 see It stated. 
so in the evidence. 

884. Does not that seem to imply tbat the method of keeping a ship perma­
nently anchored woulo, in that casc at least, not have been effectual ?-It became, 
like everything else, a question of loss and profit. In al\ probability they found. 
that from some other part of the coast they could export the required number 
of slaves. 

885. Do you imagine that, as far as the Gallinas is concerned, the destruction 
of the barracoons has practically put a great impediment in the way of carrying: 
on the slave trade at that river?-If the measure, and the proposition to which. 
1 have already alluded, should be adopted by the proper authorities, I would give 
an answer in the affirmative. 

886. Are you aware at what other points slave factories and barracoons are at 
present situated ?-Generally speaking, yes. 

887. Can you give the names of those stations to the Committee ?- Beginning' 
with the mssagos Islands, there is thc Nunez, Pongas, Shebar, Gallinas, Trade 
Town, Little Popoe, Whydah, Porto Novo, Badagry, Lagos, Palmerina, River, 
Quarra, or Brass, as we term it, Sangatanga, and the whole of the coast from 
the Equator to 16 degrees south. 

888. You have before"said that the slave trade is carried on upon the whole of 
the coast; do you mean to say that there are slave factories alon,q; the whole 
coast ?-I mean that every foot of ground is available to the slave dealers, and.> 
would require to bl:! watched and guarded by us. 

889. But upon what points of that coast are the factories situated ?-The­
factories have llothing to do with the exportation of slaves. 1 again repeat that 
every foot of ground is available, and occupied and used by the slave dealers. 

890. Still I should be glad to know upon what points of that coast the fac­
tories exist ?-1 do not apprehend that there is an officel' who belonged to my 
squadron during the period of my command who could answer distinctly that 
question, inasmuch as we could only judge by running along the coast; and. 
many of the factories, for aught we know, may be entirely concealed bv trees and 
other local circumstances. " 

891. At what distance from the coast did your squadron cruise :-An entirely 
erroneous statement has appeared in pamphlets and other publications on that. 
subject, as well, 1 believe, as in the Evidence before the Committee. After care­
fully examining the records of my office, I cannot discover that there were more thaI) 
nine specifi~ orders ever given on that subject. Much was left to the discretion 
of the divisional officers in parts where I was not present. Wherever I was pre­
sent, my object was to adapt the position of the cruisers to the movealents a.n 
shifts of the slave dealers, as given by the best information; therefore 
rule was laid down or can be given on that subject. It so 
often found our object better attained by cruising at a COI[l811C1~I_' 
the shore, but no particular principle was followed. 

892. Admiral Bowles.] You cruised as near the 
quired ?-J ust according to circuDlstances. 

893. Mr. Jackson.] Your pnnclpal,.ott)@flWlI!M" 
Precisely. 

894. Knowfng the imprac 
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more judicious to lie off at a gre~ter distance, with ~he h~pes of capturing the 
slaves than to lay close in shore (-I always thought It advisable to frustrate the 
move~ents of the slave dealers, and prevent the local position of the cruiser 
beina' known by keeping her out of sight of the land. The habit of the slave 
deal~rs was to send canoes into the offing, in order to ascertain the exact posi~ 
tion of the vessel, and so excellent were their arrangements that a communication 
was established between that canoe and the slaver, from whom the latter learned 
all the information she required. 

895. Such therefore being the position of your ships, it was utterly impossible 
for you, or any of the captains under your command, to ascertain the precise 
places where the slave ~ealers had es!ablishe~ their, fact~ries ?-We could form 

J some conjectures of then' mO,vements 111 tile Bight at Benin, but on no other part 
of the coast. 

890. Sir E. Buxton.] You do not then think that if you had had cruisers nearer 
in shore you would have been better acquainted with the movements of the slavers 
on the coast ?-I consider that, comparatively speaking, it was unimportant; but 
1 always preferred where I was present to keep the vessels out of sight of the land, 
and I do not think that another course would have produced a better effect. 

897. Can you put in the orders which you gave as to the cruising on the dif­
ferent parts of the slave coast?-Yes. Here is a list of them :-

Orders given to particular Ships. 

H. M.S. "Grappler," to cruise between 
Ambrizette and the Daude, 70 miles off 
shore. 6 October 1848. 

H.M.S." Favorite," Commander Murray, 
being in command of Sierra Leone Division. 
9 February 1847. 

H.M.S. "Heroine," to cruise 30 miles, 
from 7° to 8°~. L. 31 August 1847. 

H.M.S. "Firefly," to keep Loanda on a 
bearing of west, '60 miles from the shore, 
until relieved by "Grappler." 9 July 1848. 

H. M. S. "Philomel," to keep Loanda on 
a bearing of west 50 or 60 miles. 28 July 
1848. 

H.M.S. " Pluto," to cruise off Ambriz 40 
miles. 11 September 1848. 

H. M. S. "Blazer," to cruige 80 miles off 
Ambriz. 3 October 1848. 

Cause or O/dect of tlte Order. 

To provision a cruiser and look out for a 
slaver of whom we had information. 

" You may exercise your judgment as to 
allowing the cruiser to cruise out of sight of 
land, within certain limits, from time to time." 

No particular object. 

• 
On information received relative to the 

" Providencia" slave steamer. 

On information received relative to a 
slaver's movements. 

To meet the flag-ship on an appointed 
day. 

To intercept a slave steamer. 

89 8. Chairman.] Were there any general orders given as to the distance of 
sailing from the coast ?-Not upon that se;vice; those orders were given for 
special objects. 

899· Sir E. BU.1:ton.] It was your wish expressed, as I imagine, to your officers 
that they should remain at a distance from the coast?-Not as a general rule. 

900. Was it the general habit of the officers under your command to cruise at 
a ~ista~ce .from the land?- Not as a general rule; there was generally a specific 
object m VICW. 

90 1. Do you mean to say that they in general cruised near the shore ?-I mean 
that they adapted their movements entirely to the shifts of the slave dealers. If 
they expected a vessel ill shore, thev would be there; if they expected her at a 
distaD e from the shore, they would "be there. 

goa .During the two years aDd a half you were commandin(1 on the west 
14: .... of.Afcieli; was it generally the haLit of the vessels under yo;;r command to 

a rrtl..,.t_ or in shore?-Their movements are always regulated I>y the 
.... ; ... ~.Dt;.,IIS1lkiDg the records of my office, and the tract charts, 

Sire. HotlwlII,R.N. 
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SirC.Hoth(lm,R.N. 904. You have stated that a great part of the slaves are now exported from 
K.C.:B. the Portuguese territory; is it your opinion, that if the Portuguese were to do 

~.--- their utmost to assist us in putting down the slave trade, they could prevent 
.J May 1849. that exportation in their own country?-The Portuguese government are singu­

larly weak in that particular part of the coast. I very much doubt whether they 
would have the power of so doing. 

g05. Is it your opinion that tbe Portuguese government have been honestly 
desirous of preventing the slave trade in the last few years ?-That is hardly a 
question for me to answer. I am not able to answer for the Portuguese govern­
ment. 

906. So far as your own observation has gone, have you found them honestly 
desirous to assist you in putting down the slave trade ?-They have always pro- { 
fessed the greatest willingness and desire so to do, but from the weakness of their 
power they have not been able, or have not carried the treaty into effect.. 

g07. I imagine, that so far as the Portuguese territory is concerned, it would 
be impossible by any treaties with tbe native chiefs to diminish the slave trade 1-
The Portuguese are clearly responsible for their own territory. They would allow 
no interference with any chiefs under their Government. 

g08. Mr. Simeon.] You said that the blockade off the Galiinas had completely 
answered its purpose; were there any circl)IDstances which afterwards led to a 
revival of the trade at the Gallinas ?-My impression is, that the measures adopted 
were not afterwards so efficacious. 

gog, There is an enclosure from Captain Dixon that, to the best of his belief, 
no vessel had escaped with slaves from the Gallinas or Silebar from the 1st of 
November 1847 to the 12th of May 1848; what was the date of the destruction 
of the barracoons at the Gallinas 1-lt was either February 3d or February 4th, 
1849. 

g10. In fact, 'subsequently to the 12th of May 1848, from some circumstances 
or other, there was a revival of the trade at the Gallinas ?-I learned at the 
Gallinas that three vessels had got away, and I felt then that the measures that 
had recently been pursued had not been as efficacious as those of the previous 
months, <-

gIl. Chairman,] Do you remember what Dr. Bryson states to have been the 
-average mortality on the African station, and the proportion which it bOI'e to 
other naval stations in the Mediterranean, in South America, at home, and in 
the East and West Indies ?-I have it before me; I find in South America he 
gives the mortality at 7'7 per thousand, in the Mediterranean at 9'3 per thousand, 
at home 9'8 per thousand, in the East Indies 15'1 per thousand, in the West 
Indies 18'1 per thousand, and on the coast of Africa 54'4 per thousand. 

912, What was the average mortality of the squadron during the three years 
that it was under your command ?-I can only give the returns between the 
14th of October 1846 and the 30th of September 1848. 

9 1 3. Dr. Bryson's average is taken 011 a period of 21 years, is not it ?-It is 
taken on a period of 21 years; the ratio I)f mortalit.y durinG' the period above 
cited, per 1,000 men, was not quite 1 k per cent. " 

914. Making it less than in the East or West Indies ?- Making it less than 
the East or West Indies. 

91 .S· Will you state briefly and generally, by what means you were able to 
efrect so gratifying a result ?-On arriving on that station I found a great deal of 
mental despondency; the ships had been kept off the same place for as much 
as 18 months, and, perhaps, that place particularly sickly. I found that no 
efforts had been made to exercise and divert the mind, and, therefore, I saw tllat 
an immediat,e change, both moral and physical, was required. I determined 
\\-ithout any exception, to relieve each ship from the sickly part of her sta.tion i~ 
her turn . I also required a great deal more exercise in the squadron, and tJlem; 
fore excited a spirit of competition; and I stopped all the boat service 
rivers and between certain parts of the coast. Added to this, the 
rities at the Admiralty have caused each ship to be relieved.at 
a period of two years, as far as was in their power. 

g16. Do you believe that the practice of . 
employing the men in boats and in occasional e~J)e<lIlCJlIJQi 
patible with the maintenance of their 
considering the "question of health 
{)tf the coast. On the south 
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Crews of the boats landinll, I do not consider that the service in the boats is par- s· C IT t L 
~ Ir .nO "am, &.):. 

ticularly detrimental to the ir health; but were it attempted on the north coast, K.C.lI . 

or during all the seasons of the year in the Bight of Benin, the most fatal results, 
in my opinion, would ensue. The north coast we consider to extend from the 1 May 1849. 
northern limit of the station to Cape Palmas. We used to call the station the 
Bights between Cape St. Paul and Cape Lopez, and the south coast from Cape 
Lopez south. 

9 17. Do you remember in Mr. Bandinel's evidence a suggestion, that the 
British Government should occupy the island of St. Catherine, and hold it as 
a guarantee for the faithful execution of the treaty which the British Government 
considers to be in force between the two countries ?-I do. 

) 918. Should you regard that as a judicious measure for effecting its object ?-
I think it is a suggestion particularly well worth entertaining. It could be carried 
into effect without involving this country in war; it might, very probably, bring 
about the object wbich we have in view, and it is one of those measures which at 
all events ought not to be thrown aside without sufficient consideration. I am 
glad to have an opportunity of stating this, because it will prove to the Committee 
that I am not wedded to any particular measure, or vain enougb to tbink that 
that which I stated in the despatch could be alone entertained. 

919. Would you attach to your plan for extinguishing the slave trade some 
guarantee ?-Nothing byond what I have stated in tbe former part of my 
evidence. 

920. Admiral Bowles.] As a final result of your evidence, I apprehend yon 
are of opinion that the withdrawal of the squadron, under the present cireutll­
stances, would be calculated to do a great deal more barm than good, without 
those previous treaties and arrangements which you consider indispensable for 
the modification, at all events, if not for the entire suppression, of the slave 
trade 1-1 anxiously hope that the squadron may not be withdrawn, unless a suf­
ficient substitute can be found by tbis Government. At the same time, I do not 
think that our present means are satisfactory, or conducive to the object in view, 
an object which all civilized men are desirous of obtaining. 

921. Sir E. Buxton.] Captain Denman, in a memorandum which"'he gave in to 
this Committee on the subject of the suppression of the slave trade, uses these 
words; "To effect the suppression of the slave trade it is indispensable I consider 
that a consistent and uniform course of proceeding sbould be followed; aud it is 
only by a well-considered system, complete in its arrangements, and carried into 
execution with judgment and perseverance, tbat t.his great undertaking can be ac­
complisbed ;" do you agree with Captain Denman in the opinion that a uniform 
course of proceeding should be adopted, and that specific instructions should be 
sent out ?-Any system having tbe object of suppressing the slave trade in view, 
must be uniform and must be consistent, without reference to the instructions 
which you say might be sent out. 

922. Is it not a great injury to the service, that each commander-in-chief when 
he goes out is of course ignorant of the service, and has a great deal to learu 
before he can use the squadron in the most efficient manner ?-Applying the same 
rule to all public sen'ices in general, I think so. 

923. At present each commander-in-chief has his own system, and those 
systems differ very much one from another ?-It would be impossible and highly 
impolitic to tie any commander-in-chief down to a particular line of conduct, 
although I admit that the public service, to a certain extent suffers, yet, were you 
to tie him down too closely, you would have no room for the exercise of his judg­
ment and ability. 

924. Do not you think that some specific instructions, as a general guide. 
might with great advantage be sent out to the commander-in·chief on the coast 
()f Africa t-I have commanded that station 2 k years, and were I now ordered to 

out a set of instructions, I really do not know how I should begin; so 
~"_lt"~"""'\abr.e~ •• 14ers change their systems and modes of trade. 

a&.~'1_~"' •• " .I ·IIeIi_,e, Claotund in two years 170 sail? -In 2 § years, 
1IIIi .... H ••• Ied ·lb4It·IIM1 .... ,.ki ..... best information I can collect • 

.".,. __ to~ ... _!ItJH 1be, ~ 76 _tiding 
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S,ir C Hotltam, R.N. and the slave-dealers had their trade to learn, they were ignorant of the mode of 
K C.B. cruisina pursued by our vessels, and therefore they gave an advantage to those 

particular officers which each subsequent year diminished. . . 
. J May 1849. 92 7. Are you aware that in the years 1840 and 1841 our squadron consisted 

only of l2 sail ?-1 am not aware of it. 

Right H an. 
Lord J. Hay, C.B. 

M. P. 

'928. Can you state what the number of the squadron was ?-1 cannot. . . 
929. Are you aware that the number of slaves imported into the Braziis III 

those years would, according to Mr. Bandinel's book, amount to 14,000 per 
annu.m ?-1 am not; I ha\'e never read Mr. Bandinel's book. 

930. Are you able to give the Committee any idea to what amount the price 
of slaves would fall if our efforts to suppress the slave trade were entirely with-
drawn 7-1 have no idea. , 

931. Do you imagine there would be a great fall in the price ?-As a matter 
of opinion, I should say that it is natural that there should be a fall. 

932. Can you state, from your observation at the Gallinas, what number of 
slaves the factories and bal'racoons there were calculated to export ?-Frorn the 
best information I obtained, the barracoons were capable of holding, at the 
outside, 3,000 persons; but that has no reference to the amount of slaves which 
they could export. 

933. Colonel Thompson.] Will you inform ths Committee what you consider 
to be the relative value of a steam-vessel as a cruiser on the coast of Africa, com­
pared with a sailing vessel ?-From the best recollection, 1 am inclined to think 
that I informed the late Lord Auckland that the squadron might be diminished 
one-third, provided he would substitute steam-vessels for the remainder. 

The Right Hon. Lord John Hay, c. B., a Member of the Committee; 
Examined. 

934. Chairman.] AS a Naval Officer and a Lord of the Admiralty, are you 
acquainted with the transactions of the African squadron while under the com­
mand "of the late Commodore Sir Charles Hotham ?-Yes. 

.. c 

935. Were the operations of the fleet conducted on the part of that officer 
with zeal, intelligence, and skill ?-1 have heard the Board of Admiralty, Loth 
collectively and individually, give their opinion as to the manner in which they 
considered the services had been performed on the coast of Africa by Sir C. 
Hotham, and I cannot explain that better than by reading a letter which I have 
in my hand, which was the last communication made to Sir Charles Hotham on 
his striking' h is broad pennant at Spithead. 

936. From whom is the letter ?-The letter is signed by the Secretary of the 
Admiralty, by the direction of the Board. 

937. Will you be so kind as to read it ?-" Admiralty, 12th April 1849. Sir, 
I am commanded by my Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, 
that your return to England affords their Lordships an opportunity they have much 
desired, of conveying to you the expression of their approval of the ability and 
energy with which you have conducted your late command; and it is with much 
satisfaction that my Lords attribute to your judgment and discretion your having 
successfully secured the co-operation of your foreign colleagues throughout 
your employment abroad. I am, Sir, Your most obedient Servant, W. A. B. 
Hamilton." 

938. Does the Board of Admiralty attribute the failure of Sir Charles Hotham's 
efforts to accomplish the mission confided to him to any deficiency on his part; 
are they of opinion that any duty which was confided to him was left inadequately 
discharged ?-The Admiralty consider that Sir Charles Hotham carried out his 
instructions to the letter, with great judgment and zeal. and to the entire satisfac­
tion of the Board. 

939. Are you acquainted with what might have been the opinion 
lamented First Lord of the Admiralty in regard to this suhject 
heard the late Lord Auckland express his opinion of Sir VIUll,I"" 

most satisfactory manner, and I feel convinced that he 
dence in his judgment during the period of his com 

940. Do you think that if it had 
by such means as were confided to 
have been stopped under bis 

941. Sir R. l:(. In81i8.] 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON TI.JE SLA VE TRADE. 

in the opinion which he recently st~ted to the Committ~e, t~a.t the. substitution of 
the proportion therein state~ by. him of steam force for salli?g force .~-ould be 
very desirable ?-I agree wIth Sir Charles Hotham, and I beheve that If a steam 
force were more O'enerally-employed on the coast of Afi'ica it would lead to the 
whole of the slav~ trade being carried on by steam vessels. 

942 . Do you concur in an opi~ion which ~as. been stated, that the expense of 
buildino- and fittin cr steam vessels In the Brazils for the slave trade would be about 
fifteen ~imes great~r than that of building' sailing vessels, or in what other propor­
tion would you wish the Committee to understand, according to your judgment, 
the difference between steam and sailing vessels might be regarded ?-I take the 
estimate of the expense of a sailing vessel to carry 350 slaves, as stated by Sir 
8harles Hotham, at 700 t. Sir Charles Hotham stated that the" Pluto" would 
carry about 1,500 slaves. I dtffer from that opinion; I tbink the" Pluto" would 
scarcely find room for more than 800 slaves; the expense of the" Pluto" would 
-be from 16,000l. to 18,000l., that is, the building of the hull and the machinery. 

943. What upon the average would be the expenses of building a sailing 
vessel capable of containing 800 slaves ?-I should think about 3,000 l. 

944. In other words, the expense of a steamer would, in your judgment, be 
about six times the expense of a sailing vessel ?-About six times. 

945. If therefore the slave merchants of Brazil were compelled to have 
recourse to steam navigation in order to carry out their traffic it would involve 
a very large additional expenditure, and of course in proportion diminish their 
profits ?-Certainly, it would require a larg'er capital, and no doubt decrease their 
chances of success. 

946. Have you any reason to think that such increased outlay of capital on 
the part of the slave dealers of Brazil would discourage sufficiently such slave 
dealers from their enterprise as to diminish materially the competition for slaves 
on the coast of Africa r-I think the risk would be greater, and consequently it 
would considerably diminish the profit. 

947. The conclusion to which your Lordship arrives is perhaps not imper- ­
fectly expressed in the statement, that you consider the employment of steam 
navigation by England as one of the means of diminishing the slave tI'tlde between 
the two continents :-1 have stated that I think if you employed steamers as 
cruisers on the coast of Africa you would drive the slave dealers to employ 
steam boats for the conveyance of slaves. 

948. And as a consequence of that employment involving a greater outlay of 
capital, it would pro tanto be a discouragement to the slave trade, and one of the 
means of suppressing it ?-1 think it would to a certain extent. 

949. IndepelJdently of the greater prospect of success in stopping the embark­
ation of slaves on the coast of Africa itself ?-1 am not aware that that would be 
the case. 

950. The question assumes that a steamer could steam against the prevailing 
winds, when of course it would be comparatively difficult for a sailing vessel to 
beat to windward ?-I can scarcely answer that question, not being acquainted 
with the coast of Africa. 

Jo'Vis, SO die Maii, 1849. 
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which allowed the British naval forces, under certain conditions, to search 
French merchant vessels supposed to be engaged in the. slave .trade, I had the 
honour of being employed by Lord Aberdeen to negotl~te WIth th.e J?uc de 
Broglie a treaty, which should have the effect of removmg the ObjectIOn felt 
by the French, and at the same time should not in any degree f~ci.litate the 
carrying on of the slave trade. I would state that when that negotJatlOn com­
menced I was perfectly well aware that the slave trade itself was not carried 
on by means of the French mercantile marine, or at least, if carried on .by the~ 
at all, in the minutest possible degree; and therefore it became very deSIrable, If 
instead of a right of search, which was to put clown an evil which might be 
said not to exist, something' could be substituted which could ha\'e an effi­
cient operation against the slave trade itself. Two things were necessary 
for that purpose; one, and the most important, 'was to get a public acknow­
ledgment by the Duc de Broglie, and the French nation, of the right of 
British ships of war to visit, as , distinguished from the right of search. That 
right, though always claimed by the British nation, had never been recognised, 
to my knowledge or belief, by other nanl powers, and certainly by some it had 
been questioned; but having obtained from the Duc de Broglie an entire recog­
nition of that right, it gave to the British naval forces the right of examining 
every vessel for the purpose of ascertaining whether it really belonged to the 
nation whose flag it bore; and consequently if there had been any French slave 
trade existing, though it might have been carried on if it was bona fide a French 
merchant ship, it could not be carried on under the French flag nominally unless 
it belonged to the French, inasmuch as the right of visit enabled you to ascer­
tain the real character of the vessel. The second object was to obtain, as far as 
might be, the co-operation of the naval forces of France to act in conjunction 
with the British navy for the purpose of suppressing the trade. Upon this point 
there were several difficulties, because France had not the same treaties for the 
suppression of the slave trade with foreign powers as Great Britain had, and con­
sequently it was not possible, supposing the French government ever so willing to 
render their assistance, to exercise the same right of search. However, it was 
necessary t6 do the best which could be done. Under those circumstances, the 
French government proposed, by means of making treaties with the native powers 
on the coast, to invest themselves with sufficient and adequate powers to make 
search of all vessels in the neighbourhood of the great slaving marts, and so in 
effect to render us assistance. Of course it became exceedingly important to 
ascertain as far as practicable whether any union of the naval forces of the two 
countries would be adequate to put down the slave trade, and therefore three 
French officers of great experience on the African coast carne over from France, 
and to meet them, Captain Trotter, was summoned on the part of England, to­
getherwith four other officers, also (one or two of them particularly,) of the greatest 
practical experience of the slave trade on the coast. We asked those gentlemen 
what was their opinion as to the practicability of effectually putting down the 
slave trade, considering- the slave trade in its then state and condition, and with 
reference to the existing circumstances. They required several days to consider it, 
and having consulted the charts and deliberated probably for seven or eight days, 
they made a report to us that with a certain given force the object might be at­
tained. I felt some doubts as to what would be the efficiency of the co-operation of 
the French force; not any doubt whatsoever of the intention of the French govern­
ment to carry into execution the treaty to the very utmost of their power, nor of 
their desire to abolish the slave trade, but in consequence of the French cruisers 
not being armed with the same authority to search as British cruisers were. I 
therefore proposed to the Duc de Broglie a very large addition to the force which 
had been proposed by the naval officers of both countries, and he 
acceded to it. We then thought that we had made an arrangement 
would be acceptable to France, and at the same time calculated, as far 
possible, to effect the object intended-the suppression of the 

952. Sir R. H. Inglis.] In your answer to the questions 
cently addressed to you, had not you in view a convention, 
Aberdeen and yourself, as plenipotentiaries of the 
Count St. Aulaire and the Duc de Broglie, .al!"p,u~g\lml!i1l 
other ?- Yes. 

953. Is not the evidence 
Captain TrottJr and four Y,L!!t!,IU~.YII 
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House of Commons, by command of Her Majesty~ in the year ~847 ?-!es; but 
I am not prepared to say that the copy of the Mmutes of EVIdence laId before 
the House of Commons contains the whole which took place in the examination 
of those witnesses; because there were several questions which 1 addressed to the 
French witnesses, with their answers, which 1 did not think were proper to be 
laid before the House of Commons. 

954. Were the Minutes of Evidence now placed in your hands for the purpose 
of refreshing ' your recollection the Minutes of Evidence which, under your 
authority and that of the Chief Acting Plenipotentiary on the part of France, 
were submitted to Her Majesty; in other words, did you feel it a part of your 
duty to withdraw from the public notice a portion of the evidence, or did you 
submit the whole, leaving to, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs the discretion of omitting such parts, the publication of which 
might be considered by him inconsistent with the public service?-We sub­
mitted the whole to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. 

955, In the article of the Convention, No.2, you will see that it is stated 
that Her Majesty's Government undertook to station 26 cruisers, steam and 
sailing vessels, within certain degrees of latitude on the coast of Africa, and that 
his Majesty the King of the French stipulated that he also would place an equal 
number, namely, 26 cruisers, steam and sailing vessels, on the same coast?­
Yes. 

956. Sir E. Buxton.] Was it the opinion of the captains, English and French, 
of whom you have spoken, that the measures that were then proposed to be 
adopted would be effectual in putting down the slave trade ?-Decidedly so; 
I took the greatest possible pains to ascertain what was the opinion of those 
persons who were best acquainted practically with the slave trade, and with the 
whole coast of Africa. I would not have consented to any treaty of this des­
cription which I thought might prove useless or mischievous. 

957. Have those measures, in your opinion, been effectual or not ?-1 think 
they have not; there is always a question of degree in a matter of this descrip~ 
tion; but if I am asked whether they have been as effectual as I think we had 
reason to expect, certainly they have not. 

958. Can you state to the Committee why it is that the measures then 
adopted have not been effectual, in your opinion ?- vVith regard to the failure 
of the treaty, or rather the treaty not being so effective as might have been ex­
pected, I think there were several causes. In the first place, I have reason to 
believe that the French force, however desirous, was not able to co-operate to 
the extent contemplated by the French government; they did in the first 
instance exert themsdves, and, as I have been informed, they captured several 
Brazilian vessels; but having no authority what.soever to proceed against those 
vessels, the result was that damages to a considerable extent had to be paid by 
the French cruisers; and that very greatly discouraged them from those attempts. 
The second cause was, that though it was represented in evidence, and believed, 
that it would be perfectly easy to frame treaties with the native chiefs on the 
coast, yet it ultimately turned out that there was more difficulty in it than was 
expected; and the third reason, and I think by far the stnmgest of all, is this, 
that in consequence of the change of the duties, and sugar being admitted directly 
from the Brazils and from the Havannah, the effective demand has become infi­
nitely increased. Now, the combined naval forces were estimated to repel a certain 
momentum, but when that was infinitely increased it was not to be supposed that 
the same consequences possibly could ensue; nor uo I believe that any force 
whatever which it is within reasonable bounds to suppose could be statione'd upon 
tIlat could resist the continuance of the slave trade, provided the profit on 

1I'II1tIII'''~carried to a very enormous amount. 
that the Act of Parliament of 1846, by which slave-

"ihJl~O this has had the effect of largely stimu­
&ladow of a doubt about it. It is 

Right Hon. 
S, Ll1shingtol!, 

D. c. L. 



Right Hon. 
S. Lushington, 

1>. c. L. 

3 May 1849. 

88 MINUTES OF EV1IlENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

by means of the slave trade, by imported negroes, of necessity it must gi.ve a 
great impulse to the slave trade. 

960 . Can you suggest any me~sure by ~hich .our sq~adron o~ the coast of 
Africa miO'ht be made more effective than It now IS 1-1t IS very dIfficult for me 
to suggest any measure of that description. My own opinion is: that m~re pains 
ought to be taken to form treaties with the native power~; and I thmk, at. a 
very small expense, by presents to those native powers, provIded they were p.aId 
with perfect and entire punctuality, which I consider to. be of gre~ter H[1-

portance even than the amount, you would secure theIr co-operatlOn and 
their assistance; and you would be able to do more than that: you would be 
able to carry into effect your treaties along- a line of coast where at present 
you have difficulties; especially you would have. it in your power to destroy 
any barracoons which might be erected. That is one of the measure~, an.d I 
take it the only other measure is, what I do not expect to see, whIch IS a 
reversal of the policy of allowing sugar to be imported which is grown in 
countries carrying on the slave trade. . . 

961. What in your opinion would be the consequence of our withdra~mg 
the squadron from the coast of Africa ?-Those consequences would be varIOUS, 
some immediate and some at more distant periods of time. I think the first 
consequence would be a great increase of the slave trade, and I will state my 
reason why. I believe at the present moment this country consumes above one­
fourth of the whole sugar which is made from the · sugar cane in the world. 
I am certain that our demand is only limited by the means of the people to 
purchase it. As the wealth of the Continent increa,ses, and the population 
increases, so must of necessity the demand for sugar increase; and when you com­
pare how small the effective demand of the whole Continent is, compared with the 
effective demand of Great Britain, you must see that there is every prospect of 
the demand for sugar becoming- every year greater and greater; and as it is 
clear to my mind that sugar is not likely to be produced in any country what­
soeyer not carrying- on the slave trade, in quantities sufficient to meet that 
demand, at least at a price which would render it an effective demand, 
I think th~ necessary consequence is, that the slave trade would be stimu­
lated for the purpose of supplying with slaves the Brazils and the Havan­
nah, whose territories are almost exhaustless in point of production of sugar. 
I believe the slave trade must be augmented for that purpose, and con­
tinue so for a time indefinitely. That is one of the consequences. The next 
consequence would be, that I am satisfied the legitimate trade with Africa 
mnst be diminisbed. I believe it to be perfectly true-there has been evi­
dence given to that effect before other Committees of this House, and else­
where-that the legitimate trade and the trade in slaves do not flourish together. 
That trade is a valuable trade, and it is an increasing' trade, notwithstanding 
the difficulties by which it is surrounded, and notwithstanding the great losses 
which have taken place in life and property upon the coast. I think that trade 
w~m~d ,b.e ,greatly ?iminished. I think a third consequence would be, that aU hopes 
ot CIvlhzlDg AfrIca would be at least deferred indefinitely, if not extinguished, 
an.d that it would be impossible any longer to protect the efforts of the mission­
anes upon that coast; for though I am well aware that you might not withdraw 
your squadron, but mig-bt still maintain a force to a given extent through­
out the country for protection, yet my opinion is, that the inhabitants would 
be rendered so exceedingly savage by the renewal of the slave trade, that 
that protecting squadron would not enable you to 'carry out this benevolent 
purpose of christianizing the whole of that country, or any part of it. As 
to a fourth consequence, it is this: the total destruction of our West India 
colonies. Our We~t India colonies, I am satisfied in my own mind, 
from my very earliest youth been accustomed to them, I>V"'~~iHic 
there, cannot, speaking generally, not of the whole of the 
with slave-trade sugar. I am of opinion that thev can Cot:nDE~re! 
grown in those countries where slavery is allowed"'· bu't 
ported and worked like beasts of burdell, worked 
the profit there is so great that our colonies 
do I see that anything can be done t& P1'\jll'tllp/!I"fl' 

am of opinion that the present state 
as it has beeIlcsoItletimes ".,~.n"'';''.iI 

that to have had a great CUt:C!; • • ....., 
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been introduced allowin o' the importation of sugar from the Brazils and the 
Havannah. That I think has given a death-blow to our colonies. But perhaps 
the Committee will allow me to explain what I mean when I use the word 
"emancipation." Our colofolies, as everyone knows? are circumstanced very 
variously. It used to be saId that th~ most productive colony.' ?r rather the 
colony in which the power of productIOn was greatest, was Tnmdad, the pro­
duction tbere being taken at the rate of 17; in Demerara, 15; and in J a­
maica, 9. That used to be considered the relative proportion of the fertility of 
land in those three separate islands. Now, when emancipation took place, no 
doubt immediate injury arose to the colonies. There is no doubt whatever that 
the same quantity of labour was not performed; and I think the reason of 
the same quantity not being performed was, that both parties, the friends 
to the negro and the agellts of the planters, were equally in the wrong. I 
think those who called themselves friends to the negro (and I have no doubt 
all parties were actuated by good intentions) carried their endeavours to pro­
cure high wages for the negroes to a very extravagant extent; and on the 
()ther hand, I equally know (for I may say I know this) that the agents of the 
planters adopted measures to coerce labour as it were, not actually to coerce 
it, for they could not by punishment do that, but they acted jn a manner which 
disinclined the negroes to go to work. On the very 1st of August, the day of 
emancipation, the agent of one of the larg'cst, best, and finest estates, that of the 
late Mr. Archdeacon, did two things: he at once gave notice to all his negroes 
to quit their huts, and the next thing he did was to enter into a compact that he 
would employ no person except the negroes upon his own estates. It is quite 
evident that he ihereby deprived himself of labour. Those and similar measures 
were resorted to; and they no doubt operated upon the productiveness of the , 
islands. But, on the other hand, it is to be recollected that it was a temporary 
cause, and not operating through all the islands, because Antigua, which is an 
island, so far as t.he advantages of nature are concerned, perhaps possessed of 
the least, has all but doubled its product of sugar since emancipation. Then there 
is another thing to he considered, which would have told as another cause greatly 
in favour of the West India islands had they been allowed to have kone on upon 
their former conditions; it is this, that by emancipation you stopped the de­
crease of the negroes, whereas so long as slavery existed in our West India: 
islands, beyond question the number of the negroes was diminishing'; and Mr. 
Canning, \n his speech in the year 1823, upon 8il' Fowell Buxton's motion, adverted 
to that decrease haying in his own statement diminished, to a very great extent, 
the estimate which had been before him, and then pointed out what would be the 
consequence if some measures were not adopted to stop that decrease; and I 
believe those best acquainted with the West India islands would now be pre­
pared to admit, that if you had not emancipated your slaves as you did, your 
number of labourers would be totally inadequate even to raise your present 
quantity of sugar. In conclusion, upon this point, I cannot conceive how it is 
possible, in the present state of the West India islands, for them to compete with 
slave-trade sugar. I never entertained the idea since I have been acquainted 
with this subject, and I joined Mr. Wilberforce in the year 1806; I never did 
believe, and I never can believe, with certain exceptions, unquestionably, where 
there are great advantages, that you can compete upon equal terms with slave­
trade sugar. 

962. It is therefore your opinion that our colonies could nut have borne the 
competition with the Brazils and Cuba, even if sla~-ery had still existed in them? 
-I do not say that. How long they could have gone on with a diminishing 
power is a question of great nicety. Eventually I believe they could not, but I 
do Dot say that at one single moment t.hat would have occurred, because it 
de~. upon to what exLent during a state of slavery in our colonies you could 

diminishing number of persons to produce the same quantity 
!t'.!IItt:.iiJi; .• me.~s upon the price of the sugar also • 
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964. Why do you think that the withdrawal of our squadron woul~ give rise 
to inereased horrors in the slave trade in Africa ?-My answer to that IS, l>ecause 
I think the slave trade itself would be increased, and as I consider that the 
slave trade under any circumstances, however mitigated they can be supposed to 
be, is replete with horrors, with murder and destruction, J cannot doubt that they 
would be increased, because how are slaves procured? In partcat least they are 
procure61 by robbery, rapine, and war; therefore as you would increase the number 
exported, of necessit.y the cruelties to obtain slaves would be augmented. 

965. Chai1·,man.] Do you suppose that that is the condition under which slaves 
are procured on all parts of the coast of Africa ?-Certainly not. 

966. Is that the case south of the Line at all ?-Yes, I think so. 
967. Sir E. Buxton.] In what way do you imagine that British capital might 

be iNtroduced into slave trading ?-I believe, mysOelf, that British capital has 
gone in various ways already; I believe it has' gone to the island of Cuba, and 
that the articles which are there sent for sale have been sold at an enormous 
price, upon the condition of taking the chance of the adventure; the time of 
payment being postponed, and the contingency run by the merchant. I believe, 
in fact I cannot doubt at all, that to a certain extent, I will not say to a great. 
extent, those articles indispensably requisite for the slave trade have been sent 
to various parts of Africa, and paid for either by bills on Spain or upon 
London; or if not so paid, produce received in return, but not by way of legi­
timate trade, it being perfectly well known that the cargo taken out was instantly 
to be exchang'ed for slaves, having been conveyed to the very ports where the slave 
trade was carried on, and whence the slaves were about to be exported. Speaking 
at the present moment, certainly for some years past I do not mean to say that I 
have known any instance of a British merchant being directly engaged in it, 
save at the Brazils, where, beyond all dOlJlbt, British merchants are engaged in 
it. If the Comruittee doubt this, there could be very easily produced proofs of 
the fact. 

968. Do you think the withdrawal of the squadron would increase the f::J.Cili­
ties which our merchants now have for being indirectly implicated in the slave 
trade ?-Y es~ because our merchants are now afraid that their vessels shall be 
searched and examined, and if there were any suspicion of their being engaged 
in the slave trade, they would be brought in for adjudication to Sierra Leone or 
St. Helena. 

969. Mr. M. Milnes.] Do you think the moral effect of the withdrawal or 
diminution of the squadron on the west coast of Africa would be to induce other 
countries to imagine and to believe that England had entirely abandoned, as 
hopeless and chimerical, all her crusade against the slave trade, and that there­
fore the general opinion as to ' the guilt of that trade would be very much 
diminished ?-·I think so. I think that the credit which England hitherto has 
received among all foreign nations on account of the principle which she has 
maintained, and the exertions which she has made, would be lost, and it would 
be believed that we were treading a retrograde course. 

970. Do you think that that feeling would gradually force its way into public 
opinion in England, and that possibly great alterations of feeling might take 
place with respect to the criminality of the trade ?-No doubt it might give rise 
to a tempoFary alteration of feeling among some persons, because I think this 
subject has been so much misunderstood; I think it would give rise to an altera­
tion of feeling among some persons, because they have considered this subject 
as a part and parcel of free trade, which I utterly disbelieve it to be; but if 
I am asked what would be the ultimate feeling of the people of England 
upon this point, J am so satisfied of their right feeling from beginning to 
end, that I never will believe, upon any consideration, that that feeling wolJlj 
diminish. 

971. Cltainnan.] From the observations with which you have 
Committee, you appear to be of opinion that the Bill which .1" .. _, .... ; _ 

liarnent in 1846, was a measure almost fatal to the _'NtiO" . .. ' . .... .... 
eng~ged in putting down the slave trade ? -Yes. 

972. It gave rise to so large a demawl fat 

Cuba, that you do not look forward V.~:~~=II 
slave trade, so long as that ia the [)j 

9iS. You. stated, I thliJi 
arising on tqe tont~ent o" l:f!Q~l~ 
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was a progressive demand in this country; that this country consnmed m.ore 
than one-fourth of the whole sugar consumed in the world; and that comparmg 
the numbers in this country with the great numbers on the Continent, and the 
articles which they use for sugar, the demand there was ~imited by not~ing' but 
their inability to purchase; and that that demand would Increase as theIr wealth 
was developed and their numbers augmented. 

974. As the wealth and the population of the Continent increase, you think 
the demand for sugar will increase in something like the same proportion ?­
Certainly. 

975. That increase in the want of sugar on the Continent would, in the course 
of a certain time alone, cause a demand in the markets of Brazil and Cuba 
equal to the demand created after 1846 in those markets by the Act of that 
Session; it would be only a question of time, would it ?-I have no doubt of 
this, that the increasing demand on the Continent of Europe, it being of course 
an effective demand, would necessarily operate upon the growing of sugar all 
over the world; that would make a great demand for sugar in. the Brazils and 
sugar in Cuba, and sugar coming from every other quarter; but when it would 
arrive at the precise point to which you are now directing my attention, by the 
Bill of 1846, I am really incapable offorming any judgment. 

9i6. I am not asking you to fix the precise time when the demand for sugar 
in Brazil would attain that point; but the tendency of matters is to reach that 
point, in consequence of the progressive development of the population and 
resources of the Continent ?- All other circumstances remaining the same. 

977. Under those circumstances, when the continental demand reached the 
point we have adverted to, you consider that our efforts to suppress the slave 
trade by for-ce would be ineffectual ?- Whenever the period arrives that the de­
mand of' the Continent is so great as to stimulate the production in the Brazils 
and Cuba to a greater extent than it was before, and is now, I have no doubt the 
difficulty of putting dowp the slave trade will augment; but I do not mean 
to say that any effective demand will have that consequence; I mean to say 
this, that supposing the demand were so extensive, and at the same time gave 
so very large a remunerating price as to tempt the inhabitants of' the Brazils 
to run all risks of encountering our squadron, to that extent, and to that extent 
only, would the slave trade be carried on. 

978. At the present moment the slave trade prevails r- Certainly. 
979· It prevails in spite of all the efforts which this country has made to stop 

it ?--No doubt, much more than it did antecedent to the Bill of 1846. 
980. At any period ?-In 1843 and 1844 I think that you will find that the 

slave trade was much less than it is now. 
98]. Might not that have been explained by some other circumstances; was 

not there a great depression in the commerce of the world prevalent at the time; 
was not Governor Valdez Governor-general of Cuba, and was not the Brazilian 
government taking efforts to put down the slave trade 1-Nothing effective has 
been done whatever by. the Brazilian government at any time in putting down 
the slave trade; sometillng' was done by Valdez, but nothing by the Brazilian 
government . 
. 982 . Sir R. H. Inglis.] You have referred, as one of the means of suppres­

sIDg the slave trade, to treaties with native powers, and you say what would still 
be more important t?an the ?onclusion of treatie~, would be the punctual observ­
~ce of them, p~rtIcularly III the case of makmg presents, which have been 
stIpulated to be gIven to the native chiefs; you regard punctuality in making 
such presents. as an essential element in the success of the treaty: have you any 
l'e6S&Il to beheve that the treaties made by the Queen's officers with the native 
poWel'8 on the Niger have been observed with punctuality, or at a111-I have no 
~ Q( bo.wledge upon that point. 

~.1_ eoe of the con.ditions of the treaties that vessels should come 
"With those articles of European produce for 

.~~~~ hwlies Qt; tbeir aubjects 1-Yes. 
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with regard to the punctuality of delivering presents, it must. be always ~aken 
in relation to the description of persons with whom YOIl are dealmg; the Afrlcans 
look to punctuality as one of the most essential of all things. 

985. You are aware that Lord Palmerston has laid before this Committe a list 
of treaties for the suppression of the slave trade concluded by Great Britain with 
the native chiefs of Africa, and that the number of such treaties amounts to 
42; extending in date from the 23d of April 1841 to the 21st of November 
1848; have you examined that list?- No; I have not seen it. 

986. Chai1·man.] You consider that the squadron is the chief means of extin­
guishing the slave trade ?-Yes. 

g87. Do you recollect a letter addressed by Lord John Russell, dated the 
26th of December 1839, to the Lords of the Treasur¥, relative to the suppression 
of the slave trade ?-I recollect the Jetter well. 

988. Did not Lord John Russell therein state, that to repress the foreIgn 
slave trade by a marine guard would scarcely be possible, even if the whole 
British navy could be employed for that purpose, and that it was indispensable 
to enter upon some new preventive system ?-He did. 

989. Did not Parliament, in consequence, vote a large sum of public money 
for the Niger expedition on the strength of that letter, and the arguments rela­
tive to it?-It did. 

990. What is the new preventive system which has been adopted in substitu­
tion of the squadron ?-I am aware of no new preventive system which has been 
adopted at all, except it is the squadron being united with ships provided by 
the treaty with the Duc de Broglie for the prevention of the slave trade, and 
save and except, of course, the efforts which were made by the Niger expedition. 

991. In fact, we have in 1849 gone back to that system of force which was 
condemned in 1839 ?-Certainly we have, to a considerable extent. But to 
speak the truth, I do not think it is quite right to take the words of Lord John 
Russell, as pronouncing- an opinion upon the effect of the squadron, quite in 
such a peremptory sense as the terms of the letter conveys. 

99:2- You e-re acquainted with a book published by the late Sir Fowell Buxton, 
entitled, " The Slave Trade, and its Remedies" '?- Yes. 

993. Is not it one of the chief objects of that work to show that the slave trade 
can never be put down by a system of force ?-I do not think that that is the 
true drift of the book. 

994. Is not that one of the chief objects of the book?-The great object of 
Sir Fowell Buxton, I have no doubt, was to induce Her Majesty's Government 
to undertake an expedition similar to that of the Niger. Sir Fowell Buxton had 
seen and w~ll knew that the squadron had not been effectual to the full extent 
which he desired, and he doubted verv much whether it could be made so 
effectual. " 

995- Does not Sir Fowell Buxton, in the cOllrse of this work, state as his 
opinion that force is not the means by which the slave trade can be extin­
guished, but that. it aggravates the horrors of the slave trade ?- He does so. 

996. You possibly remember a great meeting- which, on the 1st of June 1840, 
was held in Exeter Hall, Prince Albert being present; the meeting being 
attended by many leading men in political life, and by a very larg-e portion of 
those who had taken an interest in the suppression of the slave trade ?- Yes. 

997 . . Perhaps you were present upon that occasiun ?- I was. 
998. Was not one of the great arguments used upon that occasion by almost 

all the speakers, that this country had undertaken a mistaken system of policy 
in attempting to suppress the slave trade by force, but that the attempt at its 
-suppression by force had very much increased the mortality and sufferings of the: 
negroes ?--My answer to that is, that 1 do not think that it was alleged hy.dmr 
majority of the speakers that the policy of attempting to suppress the slave 
hy force was a mistaken policy. But it was argued by a great mltlaritJiI'..lli 
speakers, that the attempts made had been unsuccessful, and 1Omu· ... Jlel'IJ 

originated with Sir Fowell Buxton mig-ht possibly attain thllmMlltl 
and expense, and certainly with a diminution of the 
remember that the policy of maintaining a fUrde -tmdttAfI; 
vened, certaiuly not by Sir Fowell .Buxt01'l .ft$l!"'~ 
tained the opinion to the end that tfli~ClJ"I1ft1 

999. Was oot it a prolpbSiiticlD 
suppress the sla""· ·+\O"rI'lb~ -t!ti1eil\fJ!b 
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and cruel project ?-Some of the gentlemen mar have said so; but I never will 
admit that the general tenor of the argument of those geI:.tlemen who supported 
the project of Sir Fowell Buxton rested upon any such Idea as that whIch you 
have now expressed. " ._ 

] 000. 'Vas not it the general notIOn entertallled at that tllne that it was 
necessary to hav~ recourse to a new policy ?-Certainly. 

1001. Has any new policy been adopted ?-Not beyond that of the Niger 
expedition. 

1002. Was that a successful policy ?- Certainly not. 
1003. It was, most unfortunately, unsuccessful ?- Certainly. 
] 004. vVe remain, therefore, in fact, under some modifications, adopting the 

same system which was so st~ongly condemned ~y Lord John Russell, by Sir 
Fowell Buxton, and by almost all the speakers at that great public meeting ?­
I cannot admit that the system was condemned; I do not believe that that con­
yevs an adequate and correct idea of what took place; but I will state this: we 
are pursuing the same system which was admitted by a larg'e majority of the 
speakers not to have attained its object; not to have been sllccessful. 

1005. Mr. E. Denison.] You have stated that when you were first engaged 
respecting the treaty with the French, officers well acquainted with the subject 
from France, and British officers well acquainted with the subject, met and con­
sulted upon the matter. You have stated that the united experience of those 
officers, after consulting the charts, was to the effect that a force much less than 
that which was ultimately proposed would have succeeded in the purpose in 
view?-Yes. 

1006. Can you at all charge your memory with the difference between the 
force as first proposed and as afterwards much increased at your own suggestion? 
- To the best of my recollection, I increased it !::>y either four or five ships on 
,each side. 

1007. Experience has now been obtained upon this matter. Does not that 
experience sholV how very different the matter has turned out from that which 
was contemplated beforehand, when the treaty was drawn up?~ To a certain. 
extent it does. But circumstances have been changed, and you liave given a 
fresh impulse to the trade by the alteration of the duties upon sugar. 

1008. You thought that there would be very great difficulty in the French 
force affording very effectual co-operation in the suppression of the trade, from 
the reasons which you have given ?-Personally 1 did. 

100y, Are you not aware that in effect it has been proved that the co­
-operation of the French force, in the opinion of those officers who have given 
evidence, has not been nearly so effectual as was proposed ?-There is no doubt 
.about it, and it was a matter of great grief to the Duc de Broglie that it was so; 
and prior to the French revolution, just antecedent to ii, 1 was about to have 
a communication with him upon the subject, he having expressed his regret 
with respect to it. , 

1010. When you were asked about some other possible means of suppressing 
the trade, you mentioned, as a second means, an increased effort to obtain 
treaties with thE' natives. Has not it been shown, that with those natives, in a great 
degree, this question of treaty is a question of comparative profit; that if a native 
chief can make a profit of a certaiu number of thousand dollars by carrying on 
the slave trade, to induce him to make a treaty with you, you must bid equally, 
if not outbid his profit made by the slave trade? - With great deference, it is 
not quite Sf). It is perfectly true that those native powers, I mean the chiefs, 
not the foreign slave traders, look to acquisition and gain above everything; 
but On the one hand, acquisition and gain through the slave trade is a matter 
of th& pl1rest contingency in the world, and they would be inclined to barter 
t; of smaller gain, an infinitely larger gain, wiIich frequently is 

.ab!Ollllte loss. By cessation of the slave trade the slave traders 
.~~~~ emlll1()YIIBeIlt of capital; not so the chiefs, if indemnified 
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means in his power to ~nforce it, by t~le appoint~ent of. douanie~s, and oth~r 
persons of that descriptIOn, ,,:,ho wer~ hable to capital pU!llshment If de~e~te~.m 
conniving at the trade, notwlthstandmg that, we poured Immense quantItIes mt() 
some of the countries under French dominion. 

1012. Taking the average rate of profit upon mercantile transactions, you 
would say that a profit, I presume of 100 per cent. after allowing for all risks, 
would be a very gTeat profit ?-Certainly. 
. 1013. And that a profit varying from 100 to 200 per cent. would be a profit 
sufficiently great to drive all those spirits into such an adventure ?-I should be 
inclined to say so; it is difficult to say precisely, but I should think so. 

1014. You have expressed an opinion that the treaty has not succeeded, and 
that all our efforts have not produced the effects which you contemplated from 
them ?-Certainly the measures pursued have not been so efficient as I hoped 
they would be. 

1015. You have said you would not have proposed a treaty, if you could have 
known that it would be mischievous or useless ?- My meaning was this: I was 
particularly cautious to obtain, from all the best sources I could apply to, 
accurate information as to whether a treaty would be effectual; we procured the 
evidence of no less than eight persons, sifted and examined it to the utmost, 
ga\'e them the whole time they required to form their opinion, and they gave 
us a positive opinion in the affirmative . that the treaty would be successful. 
Now I mean to say, if I had not had that evidence, I do not know that I should 
have proposed to the Due de Broglie a treaty of the kind. If my mind had 
been satisfied that any effort by means of blockading the coast would have 
proved ineffectual, looking at the expense of that establishment, looking at what 
occasionally has been the loss of life, I should have been the last person in the 
world to advise the continuance of the blockade. 

1016. With the experience of the efficiency of French co-operation; with the 
opinion of Sir Charles Hotham, that do what we may, an armed force, with our 
present powers, never can put down the slave trade; and seeing that with an 
increased d(lliJand from the Brazils and Cuba, an increased supply of slaves is 
carried off to meet that demand, can you now think that it is a desirable thing 
to continue force as our main means of putting down the slave trade? - Tne 
answer to that question depends upon a balance of consequences. I should pay 
the greatest respect to the opinions of Sir Charles Hotham, and the experience he 
has had upon the coast; but I do not know that I should go the whole length of 
considering' them as conclusive upon this question. I began by admitting that 
there may not be an'y reasonable hope by the present course, and with the pre­
sent means, if nothing else is done, of putting down the trade; yet when I COIl­

sider that the consequence of withdrawing your squadron would be the almost 
boundless illlcrease of the slave trade itself; and when I look at the operation 
which that would have upon the Continent of Africa, upon all British interests 
on the Continent, upon, as I think, British legitimate trade, and upon the 
whole of our West India colonies, operating to their entire extinction, I am 
decidedly of opinion that it would be desirable to continue the squadron; I 
mean, to continue force upon the coast. 

1017. It is your opinion that with the whole of our fleet in its full efficiency, 
and with the assistance of the French fleet, the impetus given to the slave trade 
by the importation of Brazilian and Cuban sugar has enabled an increased 
number of slaves to be carried away from the coast ?-There i.s no doubt what.. 
ever about it. 

101 S. Then would not it appear that, according to the increased demand. :ia; 
spite of our fleet, the slave traders have been enabled to obtain the "' ... 
was required 1-1 think it would be true that an increasing demand WOllllltl,·g ...... 

an increasing supply, cceteris paribus, all things remaining as tQe.y, ..... ~a 
doubt whether it is true, as to the slave trade, that the meM • 
demand would enable the slave dealers to augment th_ 
There are so many circumstances connected with the tnlClMd'I!! 
them to supply a given num'ber of slaves, all:O:' (lOlltbllet& 
hut yet which might prevent them from .1J!1.3.~ 
fix the limit, but yet I think there it 
difficult to ex~ed. 

10 19. It is Bot too~_fleiltt:ao_ 
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desired effect ?-The present system has not attained all the ends which it was 
hoped and expected it would attain .. 

1020. Has it attained anything hke the effect which you, in your own con­
templation, imagined that it would attain ?-It has certainly not attained one 
end which I contemplated and hoped it would, either the suppression or the entire 
diminution of the· trade ; but it has prevented what I conceived would have taken 
place if no such exertions had been made, the increase of the slave trade. . 

1021. Can you say that it has prevented the increase of the slave trade, when 
I collected from your own statement tha~ the slave trade has largely increased 
under its influence, from new causes havlDg been brought into operation ?- Yes; 
I can with perfect safety; I fully and entirely admit that the slave trade has 
increased in consequence of new causes producing that effect; but at the same 
time, allowing all that to be so, still if there had been no sguadron there the 
trade would have increased to an extent which no man can estimate; therefore 
I do say, notwithstanding the operation of new causes, 1 believe the squadron 
to have prevented an increase of the slave trade, using the word" increase" in 
that sense. 

I 022. You mean that the squadron has prevented the slave trade from being 
so large as it would have been without the squadron ?- I mean this, that the 
squadron has prevented the natural increase of the trade, which would have taken 
place independently of the causes of the alteration of the duties, and the increased 
demand consequent thereupon from Cuba and the Brazils. 

1023. With that reservation, it is your opinion that the slave trade has in­
creased within the last two or three years ?-No doubt the number of slaves 
exported, according to all accounts we have, proves that it has done so. 

10'24. Do you think there is any reasonable prospect of putting down or 
keeping within limits this trade by the application of force alone ?- I am of 
opinion, that by the application of any force which I conceive this country 
could now apply to the object, looking at the present causes stimulating the slave 
trade, it would not be practicable to suppress the slave trade or to put a stop to 
it, but merely to diminish it to a certain extent; 1 should be glad to suggest 
to the Committee that I think a measure might be adopted which would aid and 
assist the exertions of the squadron. 

1025. Will you be so good as to tell the Committee to what measure you 
allude ?-The measure I should suggest would be this: it would be to pass an 
Act of' Parliament subjecting to punishment the master, supercargo, and mates 
of every vessel detected in carrying on the slave trade contrary to treaty; and 
in order to prevent entirely the possibility of its being a violation of the law of 
nations, giving the right to every country whose subjects you might so take 
engaged in the trade, to demand them back again, if they thought fit to demand 
them, at any time. 

1026. To what punishment do you refer?-Imprisonment or transportation. 
1027. Chairman.] Would you apply the punishment before you had given 

an opportunity to a foreign state of demanding its subjects back again ?- I 
should ask no questions, but proceed to punish, unless the foreign state made the 
demand. 

1028. Would that be consistent with the law of nations ?-I am not aware 
that it could be a violation of the law of nations, and more especially when I 
consider that in nearly all their treaties they have entered into stipulations 
with you to punish their own subjects if detected in the trade. 

1029. You are proposing that this state should undertake to punish the 
subjects of foreign states ?-Whom we take engaged in the "lave trade' contrary 
te tTeat~. 1" Y mil would undertake to apply so far the laws of this country to the 

~cta ~ _ties ?-I would. 
1. Dc{ think. that is consistent with the law of nations ?-I see no 

_t1lOIB.~I"~_.' l1.W.jot, nations whatevwe when I recollect the decision of Sir 

'==;::~~~~ala~'!I~e~:~:when he determined during ~ ctptutlld 
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assumed the illegality till the country claiming had avowed that it carried ou 
the trade. 

1032 . Do you recollect the case of' the" Louis," tried before Lord Stowell?-
I do; I was concerned in it. 

1°33. What did Lord Stowell hold upon that subject? - His de~ision did not turn 
on that question. The decision was as clear as daylight there f nobody. could en­
tertain a doubt what it would be; our cruisers not having the slightest right what. 
ever to seize a French ship carrying' the French flag upon the high s~~,. ",:e 
having no treaty with France which enabled us to seize or to search, a:b zmtl~ ~t 
was illegal. We had no right whatever, Imowing it to be a French ShIp, to Vls~t 
that ship, or to search that ship; and the restitution was perfectly right; a re?tl­
tution consistent with the law of nations. But t}lat is a totally different thlDg 
from having a treaty with Spain, which gives you a right to search those ves­
sels, and bring them in for condemnation before a mixed tribunal, if in execut­
ing that treaty, you find persons on board any vessel carrying on the trade, to 
proceed against them, and delivering them up upon any demand being made. 
It now appears that this trade is carried on to a very great extent by vessels 
which own no nation whatever; that is the case to the very largest extent. There 
nobody could claim them. 

1034. That is to say, they carry no flag' at the mast-head of the ship ~-And 
when they are captured they have no papers. 

1035. Mr. Denison.] You are aware that our present proceedings with regard 
to the slave trade give rise to considerable jealousy on the part of foreigll powers, 
and that the office of a commander of the British squadron on the coast of Africa 
is one of great delicacy and nicety, with regard to the commanders of other 
squadrons?-That question divides itself into two parts. I am not prepared to 
give an affirmative to the first part of the question, as to the greater number of 
the naval powers of Europe. I should certainly answer the second part in the 
affirmative, because looking at the number of treaties we have, seeing how they 
vary one from another, and seeing the great particularity with which the in­
structions are to be followed, I have no doubt that the duty of an officer com­
manding one of the vessels on the coast of Africa is a 'most arduous duty. 
requiring the gTeatest possible care and attention. I know that perfectly well, 
because 1 was desired by Lord Aberdeen and Lord Haddington, in conjunction 
with three other gentlemen, to prepare instructions for that purpose. 

l036. You are acquainted with the feeling of the United States of America 
upon this point ?-1 think we should do injustice to the United States of America 
jf we were to say that they are very jealous of what is fairly done in putting 
down the slave trade; they are particularly jealous if you adopt any measure 
which, by possibility, they think can interfere with their maritime rights; and 
if you happen to overstep due bounds, I have no doubt you would be stopped 
by complaints; and so you would be if in the execution of your present laws 
you did, the sam.e thing'; but I am not prepared to say that, looking to the 
people of the Umted States, the whole body of them are jealous of our efforts 
upon the present occasion; I think a larg'e proportion of them would show 
their approbation of them. 

1.037· Do ):011 think it would meet with the approval of their government or 
theIr. people If the British Parliament should pass an Act by which it should 
take mto Its own hands the power of transporting a subject of the United States 
who should be found on board a vessel engaged in the slave trade ?-There is 
not the least occ~sion ~hat that power should be exercised respecting the inhabi­
tants of the Umted States, because whenever they are carried to the United 
States, the United States always take care to punish them, and have. done sO. 
Therefore I do not think it would be requisite to make or carry into eX41!eOitioin 
an Act of Parliament in that respect. I am alluding more eSl)ecialil~~~.dII 
Brazilians, Spaniards, and Portuguese, with whom we have tl'P!lltil'!!lL 

1038. Not to France?-No, certainLy not. 
l039. You do not contemplate going the length of pJ.!llchun .... 

be piracy, in the g'eneral acceptation of that term ......... , ....... . . 
difficult to get the consent of all the pbW61!S W'tiOSlf!:.\3IDIl1 
cannot proclaim a crime to be 
nations. 

1040. Yo,-\-would pl'Opcl~ 
consulting ff)reign 
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tunity to every foreign p<>,we:, ~s a matter of right, t.o demand back its subjects 
when it pleased, before trIal If It pleased, or at any tIme. 

1 °41. Supposino- that Government or Parliament should not be prepared to 
pass such an Act, ~ould vou think it still desirable, taking into account, to use 
your own words, the vast expense to which we are at present put, without in·· 
creased power, fo keep a squadron upon the coast for the forcible suppression 
of the slave trade ?- Yes, I would keep up a squadron. 

l 0 4 2 • Colonel Thompson.] A question has been raised before this Committee 
as to the possibility of the slave trade being declared piracy by the law of 
nations; will you state to the Committee in what manner you apprehend the 
law of nations to have origipated, and by what course any particular act comes 
to be prohibited by it?- We consider, that independently of the writings of the 
great authors who have written upon the law of nations, nothing' could be done 
to constitute the law of nations different from what it is at the present time, 
except by the consent of all the civilized powers of Europe and the United States. 
We do not consider that it would be necessary to have the consent of those 
which are not Christian powers; we consider that the law of nations depends 
upon the common consent of all the great powers of Europe and the United 
States. In fact, other powers have never had anything to do with the law of 
nations, and they do not consider themselves bound by the law of nations. In 
former days we did not consider South America included, because it was a 
dependency upon Spain. 

l043. It is quite reasonable that nothing should be made binding upon all 
nat.ions without the consent of all nations, but do you believe that any number 
of nations fewer than the totality have the power of giving a character to certain 
acts among themselves, by mutual treaty?-Jf I understand the question cor­
rectly, certainly any number of nations might agree among themselves, and 
give a definite character to any act; for instance, half a dozen states of Europe 
might, by treaty among themselves, consider and treat the crime of slave 
trading as piracy, but of course it would require, under those circumstances, 
that each of those states should enact a law for its own subjects. 

1044. If five nations out of six agreed to denominate the slave trade piracy, 
and treat it as it has been customary to treat pirates in their mutual dealings 
wi1h each other, would there be any impediment to their following such a 
cour~e ?- They might follow such a course, but it would not be binding upon 
any hut the parties to the treaty; and I must again repeat, that it would not be 
binding so as to create it a crime by the law of this country without an Act of 
Parliament; it would require an Act of Parliament to carry it into effect. 

1045. Have you, in your experience, ever been led to accede to such a general 
proposition as that there is no use in cruising agaimt an enemy's commerce, be­
cause the increased danger would always produce increased pay and profits ?­
Certainly 1l0t; I never have entertained that idea. 

l046. There has come palpably before this Committee such a theory or doc­
trine as that there is a general inutility in cruising against an enemy's commerce, 
because the effect of such cruising is necessarily to raise the pay and profits in 
the trade cruised against, from which it is concluded that no diminution of that 
trade can arise, inasmuch as the inducements rise with the danger. Are you 
able to give to the Committee any decided opinion upon that subject ?- I do not 
entertain that opinion at all, because I think this, that in very many cases, and 
in very many trades, by means of your cruisers you may so augment the diffi­
culty of carrying on such trades as to prevent any profits arising therefrom, and 
to extinguish the trades. 

Do you, on the contrary, believe that every impediment in the way of 
produces an effect in diminishing the amount of that 

otherwise might have been the case r-I do. 
t ou stated that. one of the effects of the removal of the 
M1t_~ill of colonies 1-1 think so. 
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and at the same time bear in view that we ought to protect our own just and 
leg-itimate trade and commerce. 

1050. Looking to the results as bearing upon the price of sugar, it is a 
question with this country, according to the views you take of it, whether 
they should pay a higher price for the sugar which they consume, or continue the 
squadron on the coast to prevent the slave trade ?-r"'I certainly am of opinion 
that the diminution of price arising- from the importation of sugar from the 
Brazils and the Havannah, though I admit that lowering the price of sugar is a 
matter of immense advantage to the people of this country, ought not to be put 
into comparison with the continuance of the slave trade, nor be a reason for 
diminishing- any meaDS which this country can exert for the suppression of that 
trade, because though I am myself, and ever have been, the strongest advocate of 
free trade, the slave trade I consider to be prohibited by the law of God, and a 
violation of all principles of justice and humanity. 

1051. Do not you consider that when the country spoke out on the subject of 
the alteration of the sug-fl.r laws in 1846, they pronounced upon this question?­
I think to a certain extent that is true; at the same time I must quali(y it by 
saying, that I believe there was a want of discriminating consideration of the 
true principles of free trade and of the encouragement given to this traffic; and 
I do believe now, that if the opinion of the people of this country could be taken, 
they never would enconrage, knowing what they do of this trade, its augmen­
tation or i·ts maintenance. 

1052. Sir R. H. Inglis.l You have stated in the earlier part of your exami­
nation that you can have no manuel' of doubt that the slave trade has largely 
increased in consequence of the admission of sugar from those countries, which 
al:e not on ly cultivated by slaves, but in which the supply of slaves is main­
tained by the slave trade. You have also stated that the naval force which, by 
tbe Convention of 1845, France and England engaged jointly and severally to 
mai ntain , for the purpose of suppressing by force the slave trade from Africa 
acro~s the Atlantic, however adequate such force might be at the time when it 
was origin ally sent forth , is quite inadequate to suppress the slave trade under 
the altered circumstances of the case. The Committee infer from the statement 
of your opinion, that no conceirable increase of such force would effect the 
object. In this state of things do you, or do you not, suggest to this Committee, 
whom the House of Commons has appointed to cOllsider the best means which 
Great Britain can adopt for the final suppression of the slave trade, that the 
best means which they can recommend to the adoption of The House would be 
the total prohibition of the importation into this country of sugar gTown in any 
country in which the slave trade is practically carried on ?- I think so. 

1053. Mr. Jackson.] Do you think that this country, having reaped ad­
vantages in having had a large quantity of sug-ar at a cheap rate, and look­
ing at the evidence which has been submitted to this Committee, particularly 
that of Sir Charles Hotham, in which he states that it is utterly impracticable 
to put an end to the slave trade by force, would be willing to go to a much 
greater expense than they have gone to in continuing or increasing the squadron 
on the coast of Africa, for the purpose of trying to put down the slave trade, 
which they have been unable to put down so far ?- It is exceedingly difficult 
to answer that question, because it involves the necessity of knowing the 
whole bearings of this case in every way in which it may be looked at, and I 
cannot undertake to say, though I think I could speak for the feeling of the 
people in respect to the slave trade, what would be their feeling upon such a 
proposition worded as that is, because if I were at one and the same time to go 
to any body of people, and say, you have got cheap sugar on the one hand, that 
is a great blessing to you, but on the other hand you are encouraging the 
trade; I think I should have an answer: " Put an end to the slave 
let us take the consequence in the price of sugar." But if [ were~ 
the question with respect to the maintenance of the 
the consequences of maintaining it, I cannot undertake to 
would be. -

10,')4. Earl of Lincoln.] You stated 
would result froin the withdrawal of the 8q~~~Pfjtill! 
of those consequences you stated to 
timate trade \fhicl~ was can'~ed 
by such withdrawal. 
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drawal of the squadron to its being a withdrawal for the purpose of the suppres­
sion of the slave trade, entertaining the consideration that there would still 
remain a sufficient force for the protection of our interests; will you have the 
goodness to explain, under those circumst~nces, in what way you think the 
withdrawal of the squadron for the suppreSSIOn of the slave trade would decrease 
the legitimate tl'ade ?--In this way: I believe that the slave trade and legiti­
mate commerce never flourish together; that wherever you have gone to a place 
and attempted to introduce commerce there, fair and legitimate commerce, you 
have found that the .slave trade has defeated all your efforts; wherever you have 
e!>tablished such fair trade, and the slave trade has come in as it were anew upon 
that district, you have found it has prevented you carrying on your legitimate 
commerce. And one of the reasons 1 take to be this, . among many, that the 
large profits which are made in the slave trade, being in the nature of a lottery, 
attract the minds of the inhabitantR and foreigners to that description of trade, 
and they give it a preference over the commo~ and or~inary trade, which leads 
only to common and ordinary profits. The chIefs, I thll1k, would prefer a fix ed 
remuneration to presents. 

10.5.5. Do you apprehend that in those particular localities on the coast of 
Africa where the slave trade has been discontinued, and where legitimate trade 
has superyened, if the squadron were withdrawn, the slave trade would be re­
vived ?--1 do; I am afraid it would in many parts. I belie"e it to be quite 
true as a general principle, which would operate in Africa more especially, that 
that is the most engaging description of trade which offers at times and seasons 
the highest profit, in the nature of a lottery. 

1056. Mr. Jackson.] Can you give any particular instance in which the slave 
trade has driven out the legitimate trade upon the coast of Africa 1-1 cannot at 
this moment, but 1 have derived my information for many years upon this subject 
from persons who have been conversant with the trade, and have lived upon the 
coast of Africa for a length of time. 

10.57. If evidence had been brought before you, given by men who had been 
actually eng'aged in commercial pursuits for the last 10 years upon the coast of 
Africa, and whose opinion was to the effect, that when legitimate commerce was 
firmly established, if the slave trade were thrown open thei'e would be no revival, 
what would be your opinion upon that subject ?-Supposing that were the 
opinion of practical and commercial men, men very well acquainted with that 
trade, on whose opinion I could safely place reliance, and they stated to me that 
a legitimate trade had been firmly established there, and that in their judgment 
the slave trade would not be revived, or in any degree brought in competition 
with snch legitimate trade by the withdrawal of the squadron, 1 should be 
inclined to place that trust and confidence in the opinion of those practical men, 
which would make me doubt my own, derived from the sources 1 have deri ved it 
from, though they are of a credible character. 

] 058, Mr. M. Milnes.] Have you any reason to believe that the effect of the 
withdrawal of the squadron would, for a time at least, produce so great a con­
vulsion in the minds and habits of the people of Africa, that they would regard 
it as a public announcement that England had abandoned her attempts to repress 
the slave trade ?-1 verily believe that that would be the case, and 1 am certain 
that to a great extent that is the anticipation of the missionaries. 

] 059. Do you think, therefore, that eyen a greater exportation of slaves might 
take place than was required by any new adjustment of the supply ami demand 
consequent upon the withdrawal of the squadron? - I think there would be the 
greatest possible readiness to increase the supply; but I think it is the demand 

hleb would govern the numbers that would be taken away . 
• 1 C,\Q;rman.] Th3lt must, under all circumstances, regulate the commer-

0181 of mankmd ?-In all reasonable circumstances. 
Do not you think that even more slaves might be 

1Q.:.tJ.'I.~utla ihan wowd be required ?-I think it is very pos-
~;;=I;I1~~tha 1lWP9 would expect that the demand would " Ig;;~~;=~~th&i;ll~.t~hg' would 
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amount of capital they could find to embark in the trade, and the extent of that 
wOlild depend upon what remuneration could be derived from that capi~al. 

1063. Sir R. H. Inglis.] The Committee understand tha~ you consider that 
the Niger expedition failed ?-:~ es, generally speaking, certa!nly. 

1064. Did not that expeditIOn prove, that after ascendmg the Delta, the 
Nig'er was a vast river, navigable for 600 miles at least, and th&t the Tschadda 
was almost equally large and navigable; did not it prove, in the second place, 
that the Niger was one of the greatest, if !lot the chief highway by which slaves 
were broug'ht down from the interior to the coast; did not it prove, in the third 
place, that its banks were occupied by more and more civilized powers as the 
voyage ascended; did not it prove, in the fourth place, that those powers were 
disposed to a friendly commercial intercourse with Great Britain ?-I believe 
the statement cONtained in the question to be generally true. 

1065. Did not the expedition further prove that, however unfavourable to 
European life may be the climate of Central Africa, there is nothing to prevent 
any amount of capital being carried on by native hands ~ith Europ~an capital? 
-I think a considerable amount of commerce probably might be earned on upon 
European capital. 

1066. Did not that expedition prove that the native powers were well pre­
pared to enter into commercial treaties and commercial intercourse with Great 
Britain ?-I think the evidence showed that there was no disinclination on the 
part of the native powers to make treaties with Great Britain for the purpose of 
suppressing the slave trade, pro\'ided always they could secure to themselves what 
they considered corresponding advantages. 

1067. In point of fact, did not it prove that if treaties were made with those 
native powers accordingly, and that if those treaties had been observed by Great 
Britain, a commerce might have grown up in Central Africa, conducted by 
native agents ?-I cannot undertake to say what would have been the conse­
quences if the treaties had been observed. 

1068. Do you think, if those beneficial results have not followed in conse­
quence of the expedition, the failure cannot be attributed to that expedition ?-I 
am not competent to give a decided answer to what, with great deference, is too 
much of a speculative question. I cannot undertake to say, supposing' that 
Niger expedition had come down safe, what would have followed from the trea­
ties which had been made with the chiefs if endeavours had been made to carry 
out those treaties and to carryon the commerce: all I can say is, that I think 
there was a fair prospect of a legitimate commerce arising. 

1069. Sir E. Buxton.] Do you suppose that measures might be adopted by 
this country to put down the slave trade in Africa by means of agriculture and 
commerce r-I have at various times turned my attention to that question for 
very many years last past, and J have not seen any means to satis(y my mind, 
at present at least, that agriculture could be extensively introduced; neither can 
I say that legitimate commerce could be introduced, to the extent of putting 
down the slave trade; but certain I am that those are the two best means, pro­
vided they be practicable. 

1070. Mr. Jackson.] It has been proved, from experience, that since that ex­
pedition failed in its object when it ascended the Nigel', little legitimate com­
merce can be carried on with the natives in the interior; you may be aware that 
Mr. Jamieson formed an association, and obtained a subscription of about 
9,000 l. for the purpose of testing the trade of that country, but that in conse­
quence of the bursting the boiler of the steamer, he thought fit to withdraw. 
Do you think if a colony of blacks from the West Indies were willing to 
emigrate and settle themselves on the Tschadda, success might attend their 
exertions ?-I think it would be very desirable, and more especially 
this reason; I am perfectly conversant with what was done upon the 1'""n'nVAL.· .• 

the voluntary removal, of a certain number of persons from Sierra 
Badagry, which is a country said to be under the protection of 
Dahomey, half independent, and half not. I entertained 
hensions that that might be a dangerous experiment, but 
to think that they have enjoyed entire protection, and 
to believe that they have gone on very su(~cesstl\l:U~ 
care of the Wesleyan missionaries. 
anxious to send out an increased 
their labours thcfe. 
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) °7 1 • It has been given in evidence before this Committee, by a medical 
man in the employ of Mr. Jamieson, that a considerable trade might be carried 
on at the confluence of the Tschadda and the Niger, in what might be termed 
a new article of import, shea butter; he stated that he would not have the 
slightest hesitation in trusting himself, with very little support, in the way of 
man, and remaining in that country for a considerable period of time. Would 
YOll, upon the opinion of such a man, venture to recommend the emigration of 
such a body as I speak of?-I certainly think it would be ver'y desirable to make 
the attempt. I am looking at it in this point of view: The persons who are 
intended to emigrate are the superfluous population of the island of Barbadoes; 
they are well accustomed to every species of agricultural employment; the 
island of Barbadoes is the most civilized, as I believe, of all the West Indian 
islands; and I think such persons, under due protection, emigrating to that 
country, especially under the guidance of such a person as you represent, would 
be likely to establish themselves with considerable success; and if they did, the 
benefits which would be derived from such a step would be very great. 

1 °72. Colonel Thompson. ] Do you believe that. nuthing' that is not now in 
the law of nations can eve!' be put into the law of nations?- Quite the contrary; 
I believe the law of nations may be altered by the general consent of nations. 

1073. Will you describe the process by which a thing which is not now in 
the law of nations would be introduced into it r- It would be by negotiation 
with all the countries who form component parts of those states which abide by 
the law of nations assenting to such a measure. 

1074. All at on«e, or in succession ?- I do not think I could venture to say, 
safely, that the law of nations could be effectually altered without the consent 
of the whole. 

1075. Is it necessary that that assent should be given at once, or may it be 
done gradually by the aceession of successive nations ?- N 0 doubt it may be done 
gradually, provided you ultimately get the consent of all. 

1076. Cltai1·man. ] Would it be the law of nations till they had all agreed ?- No. 
In giving that opinion, I do not mean to impug'n the judgment of the PrivyCouncil, 
who held that the slave trade became illegal, because the greater number of the 
European puwers had pronounced it to be so. Sir William Grant was the 
j udge who pronounced that opinion, and it was acted upon by Lord Stowell. 
They were two of the most eminent judges who ever lived. 

IOn. Colonel Thompson.] Is it quite clear then, that if one nation after 
another were to assent to declare the slave trade piracy, so far as that was con­
cerned, the slave trade would be piracy by the law of nations so soon as all the 
nations had agreed to that stipulation ?-Not in that shape; I conceive it could 
only be done by all the nations agreeing to it at the same time that it should 
be deemed piracy, but that it could not be done by one state declaring it to be 
piracy according to its own law, and then another nation coming and declaring' 
it to be piracy; but there must be something in the nature of a convention, a 
binding compact between all the states, in order to effectuate the object. 

1078. Does that revert to the necessity of its being done all at once ?-No. 
1°79. In what manner could it be effected in succession ?- Supposing' that 

three or four states agreed and framed a treaty among themselves, that so far as 
they were concerned slave trading should be deemed piracy, and they invited 
the co-operation of all other nations, being' parties to the law of nations, one year 
you might have the accession of Spain, another of Portugal, another of the 
United States, till you came to the conclusion, 2.nd when you obtained the con­
sent ot' the whole, then it would become, to all intents and purposes, a part of 
the law of nations. 

1080. Chairman.] Slave trading would then be placed upon the same footing 
commonly understood by piracy ?-Yes; but it would require a 

'M!ft'JMdhridiIlAI to . it as piracy, because no individual state 
~al~i:tdtioIi in the law of nations, that it shall trench 
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should agree to make it so ?-I can llardly say it is the natural progression, be­
cause I am not aware of any previous case of the same kind. I think it would 
be a very natural mode of producing the result. 

1083. There have been t!me~ when the destruction of prjson~rs, and working 
them in chains, and the subjectIOn of captured women to concu,lnnage, have been 
portions of the law of nations, or admitted by nations generally. In what man­
ner did those practices come to be excepted from the law of nations ?-By usage. 
It is stated in all the books upon that subject that the absolute right of a nation 
in war is, if they take a prisoner, to treat him as they think fit; Gut the more 
humane practice of the world has made that alteration, that no nation does it 
now. 

1084. Did that usage, or could that usage take place all at once, or gra­
dually?-No doubt by slow degTees. 

1085. If by slow degrees. a ,us~ge s~ould arise of .trea.ting the slave trade as 
piracy, or in the m.anne.r l~ whlCh plra~es are ordmanly treated, th~t usage 
would in time, or mIght m tllne grow up mto a part of the law of natlOns ?-
Certainly it might, in time. . 

1086. Chairman.] A treaty between France and England, or the U lllted 
States and England, by which both the contracting powers agreed that slave 
trading should be piracy, would not authorize this country to punish American 
Or French subjects as pirates ?-Certainly not. , 

1087. Sir E. Bu.xton.] Do you suppose that the measures which we ha\'e 
adopted towards the Br~zilians are sanctioned by the la w of nations ?-Yes, r do. 

1088. Is it your opinIOn that the Act of Parliament which was passed in the 
year 1845, commonly. called t?e B~azilian Act" was in accordance with the law 
of nations ?-Yes, it IS, and for tIllS reason; r consider that the treaty made 
between Brazil and this country had been grossly violated by the Brazilian 
government; r apprehend it to be a principle of the law of nations that it gives 
a country which has entered into some treaty a perfect right to resort to any 
means it may think fit for the en~o.r~ement of that treaty. The breach of a 
treaty is a casus belli at once; and If It is a cause of war the country aggrieved 
may certainly apply a less remedy than war itself. 

J 08g. Can you state to the Committee upon what grounds the persons who 
were convicted of murder in the case of the " Felicitade" were afterwards set free? 
-It would be very difficult to give an answer to that question which might not 
be liable to misconception, but I should say that r entirely concur in the judg­
ment of the majority of the judges; they did not mean, as I presume, to deliver 
any opinion upon what would have been the question supposing that in the due 
exercise of the legitimate powers granted by the treaty the vessel had been cap­
tured, and then the crtW of that vessel had resorted to the measures which were 
resorted to in that case. They did not mean to decide the question whether that 
would 01" would not have been a crime punishable as lliurder in this country, for, 
I apprehend, such point was not before them. The ground of the decision, 
I believe, was this: as there were defects in the powers of the persons who seized 
the vessel, and they had no right by treaty so to seize, therefore it became a case 
in which force on the part of the captured was justifiable. 

lOgO. In that case the officer who seized the "Felicitade" had not the in­
structions which the treaty requires ?-1t was a complicated question; it was the 
case of a seizure by a frigate" first of ship A, and then of ship B, so that the 
whole matter became complicated; but there was a deficiency of instructions 
under the treaties. 

109 J. Do you imagine that a larg'e number of the slaves now in Cuba and 
the Brazils are retained in slavery contrary to treaty with this ?-
There cannot be a doubt about it that a very large number of slaves 
detained in the Brazils and Cuba contrary to the treaty. 

10g2. Do you think that those slaves are legally entitled to their 
Certainly, by virtue of the compact with Great Britain. 

10g3. Is it your opinion that it would be possible for . ____ _.,.,., 
the countries of Cuba and the Brazils the manumllss:ion 
country would have a perfect right to 
the question, how you are to enforce a deJtJ\1tiIttl·~ 
no means of enforcing it, 

10g4. WObld it not be ~..pj)iJli~ 
that un less they wiJ!1t11a1l~~ 
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we will refuse to receive th~ir produce into this country ?-Certainly we might 
give that notice, and we might follow up that threat by the execution of it, 
having fully made up our minds that if we make the threat we would per­
form it. 

1095. You think as they h~ve b~oken their treaties ,,:itl1 us .by ret~inillg those 
persons illeo'ally 1n slavery, III spIte of any constructIOn whICh mIght be pnt 
upon the tr~aty, we should be justified in excluding their produce from this 
country?-I think so, certainly; I take it to be an undoubted principle that 
every breach of treaty gives the offended country absolute rights; but in prac­
tice and by custom the offended country always in the first instance makes a 
representation. If that representation is not attended with effect, the next step 
has generally been to issue an embargo, and in eome instances to seize vessels at 
sea. Upon the principle of having the power to do all, you may do less than all. 
Therefore the treaty having heen violated, it would be competent to Great 
Britain to make any demand which she thought fit. 

1096. Do you imagine that the exclusion of the produce of Cuba and the 
Brazils from this market would practically be a great hindrance to the pros­
perity of those countries?- Yes, I think it would, because I belieye the direct 
trade would be infinitely more profitable than the indirect trade. 

1097. Do you therefore imagine that if Parliament were to make this demand 
upon Cuba and the Brazils, and were inclined to enforce it by the exclusion of 
their produce from this country, it would practically tend to induce those coun­
tries to give up slave trading ?- No, I do not think it would. 

1098. Do you think it would tend to diminish the number of slaves which are 
now imported ?-No, because the slaves that we have a right to demand are 
these; they are slaves who have been captured by British cruisers, alld which 
have been adjudicated upon, and sent to the Havannah, or it may be to the 
Brazils, wherever the case may be, and instead of being manumitted they have 
been made slaves afterwards, the treaty requiring that they shall be kept free. 
But with regard to the illicit slave trade, where there has been no capture at all 
we have no such demand by treaty, and it resolves itself again into the sillgle 
point, You have not kept your treaty with us. Therefore I do not see that that 
would prevent the slave trade in the slig'htest degree whatever. 

1099. May not we understand that there are two classes of slaves who are 
now illegally retained in slaver.y in. Cuba and the Brazils ?-Certainly. 

1100. And that both those classes of slaves are kept in slavery contrar.v to 
the treaties which those countries have made with Great Britain ?-No doubt; 
every importation is contrary to the treaty with Spain, there is no doubt; but 
then they are differently circumstanced; the one is detained in slavery in con­
sequence of a general infraction of the treaty not to trade in slaves, and the 
others are detained in slavery contrary to a particular article of the treaty, which 
says that being so captured they shall be set free; therefore you only come back 
to the point, that they have not kept their treaty with respect to the other class 
of slaves. If you could induce Spain to emancipate all the slaves who had been 
unduly imported into the island of Cuba, you would go a great way tv render 
free the whole population. 

1 101. Do you not suppose, if we could go so far as to demand from Spain 
that they should fulfil their treaty, and thereby set free a great proportion of the 
population, we should, practically, put a great Larrier in the way of the slave 
trade ?-1 am afraid not, unless it ,were attended with other measures, because 
I think you would diminish the number of labourers in Cuba to a very large 
extent, and the demand of the cultivators would be augmented in consequence 
of that diminution; therefore unless you could stop the sla\~e trade system, you 
would have a fresh demand for importation. 

Iltn. rr we could strongly enforce those claims on Cuba, would not the effect 
of that property in slaves so insecure that people would not be dis-

_lai)ildllftcih,p.m t-No doubt it would go some way to render property in 
unless measures were adopted, it would so in-

"!iI~~\I~'Wf~~klDl08~ any risk would be run to 

Eight [Jon. 
S. LushillgtGTt. 

D. C. L. 

,.< 
t"- ) 

" , 

, , 
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(A.) 

LIST of TREATIES for the Suppression of the SLAVE TRADE, concluded by Great Britain with I"ative Chiefs of 
Africa, as far as is known at the Foreign Office. 

N ames of Chiefs, Tribes, 
or Districts. 

Cartabar, Nama Comba, 
King of. 

I 

I 
Date of Conclusion 

of Treaties. 

~ Passels, Chiefs of - 1842 

3 Bolola, Rio Grande, King 27 Feb. 1847 
Soleyman. 

4 Rio Nunez, Chiefs of 21 . -

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

North Builoms, King 29 Nov. 
Sherbro. 

Malaghia, Chief of -

Fouricaria, King of -

Baeira, Chief of 

Kaloom Country, includ· 
ing River Soombah, and 
Dobr~kah and Tomba 
Island. 

Marsamma, Chiefs of 

Timmanees, Chiers of 

Sherboro, Chiefs of -

23 May 1845 

2 

18 Feb. 1841 

12 

13 Kittam, Chiefs of 3 Dec. 1847 

N arne of Officer 
who signed Treaty. 

- - H. V. Huntley, 
Lieutenant-governor 
of the Gambia. 

- Lieutenant Lapidge, 
H.M. S. "Pantaloon." 

- - Commander Mur­
ray, H. M. S. "Fa­
vorite." 

ditto 

- - Governor of Sierra 
Leone. 

- - Commissioner$ ap­
pointed by the Go­
vernor of Sierra Leone. 

- - Governor of Sierra 
Leone. 

ditto 

- ditto 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - Commander Mur­
ray, H. M.S. "Favo­
rite." 

ditto 

Situation of Territory. 

- - District about 140 miles 
up the Gam bia. 

- - Tribe inhabiting a dis­
trict north of Bissao aoout 
12 deg. north. 

- - District up Rio Grande, 
which runs into the sea 
11 deg. 35 min. north. 

- - River running into the 
sea about 10 deg. 30 min. 
north. 

- - District north of Sierra 
Leone. 

- - District in the neigh­
bourhood of Sierra Leolle. 

ditto. 

- ditto. 

ditto. 

- - Inland district near 
Sierra Leone. 

ditto. 

- - Territory south of Sierra 
Leone, between that place 
and Gallinas. 

Extent of Territory. 

- - From Malaloo to a 40 miles of coast. 
spot eight miles north of 
GaIlinas. 

!II Nov. 1840 - - Commander Den- About 7 degrees north. 
man, H. M. S. "Wan-
derer." 

III miles of coast. 
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Names of Chiefs, Tribes, 
or Districts. 

Cape Mount, King Fana 
Toro, and Chiefs. 

New Cestos, King, and 
Prince Freeman. 

19 Grand Sisters, Chiefs 

20 Little Booton, Chiefs 

21 Garraway, Chiefs 

22 Grand Bereby, ditto 

23 Drewin, ditto -

114 St. Andrew, ditto 

25 Grand Lahou, ditto -
26 Antonio Lehou, ditto 
27 Jack Jaques, ditto -
28 Ivory Bay, ditto 

29 Aboh, Obi Osai, Chief of 

30 

31 

32 

33 

Egarrah, Ochijeh, Chief of 

Creek Town, Old Calabar 
River, Eyo, King of. 

Cal.bar Town, Old Calnbar 
River. 

Bimbia, King William 

34- Camaroons, King Acqua -

35 Camaroons, King Bell 

36 Batanga, King William, 
and Chiefs. 

3-7 Danger or Mooney, Chiefs 
of. 

38 Malimba, ditto 

39 Otondo, Chiefs of -

Batanga Benito, ditto 

Camma, Ch·iefs of -

Bonny, King Pepple, and 
Chiefs. 

• Foreign Office,} 
JlJ.arch 1849. 

Date of Conclusion 
of Treaties. 

2 Jan. 

11 

Name of Officer 
who signed Treaty. 

- - Commander Bris­
bane, H. ~J .S. " Lame.' 

- - Lieut. Seagram, 
ILM.S. " Termagant." 

281\1ar. 1847 - - Commander Mur-

25 -

30 -

ray, H.M.S .• , Favo­
rite." 

1847 - - ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Situation of Territory. 

_ - About 6 deg. 45 min. 
north. 

- - About 5 deg. &0 min. 
north. 

- - River and district about 
5 deg. 30 min. north. 

About 5 deg. 5 min. north. 

- - River and district about 
4 «leg. 30 min. north. 

- - Town and district on 
the Ivory Coa,t, about 
6 deg. 53 min. west. 

26 - 1848 ditto - 1 From longitude 6 deg. 

j
'30 ~in. west to 5 deg. 
3S nlln. west. 26 -

28 
28 -
29 

2 Mar. 

28 Al!lg. 1841 

6 Sept. 

6 Dec. 

6 -

7 Feb. 1844 

7 May 1841 

7 -

5 July 1847 

4 April 

7 April 

25 May 

21 Nov. 

c 

ditto 

ditto 
- - ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

- - Niger Expedition 
Commissioners. 

- - ditto 

- - Lieutenant Blount, 
H.M.S. " Pluto." 

- Commander Biount, 
H.M.S. " Pluto." 

- - Commander Earle, 
H.M.S. " Hapid:' 

- Commander Blount, 
H.M.S. " Pluto." 

- - ditto 

- - Commander Hope, 
H. M. S. "Bittern ;" 
Commander M'Mur­
do, H. M. S. "Con­
test.." 

• • «litlo 

- - ditto 

- - Commander Mur­
ray, H.M.S. " Favo­
rite." 

• - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - Commander Eden, 
H. M. S. " Amphi­
trite. I

' 

Territories extending 
from longitude 5 deg. 
20 min. west to 4 deg. 
west. 

- - Town and district near 
the apex of the Delta of 
the Niger. 

- - DistRict up the Niger, 
beyond Aboh. 

- - River in the Bight of 
Biafra. 

- ditto. 

- - Territory near the en­
trance uf the Hiver Cama­
roons. 

- - River in the Bight of 
Biafra. 

ditto. 

- - Territory south of River 
Camaroon.s, in about 30 
deg. nonh. 

- - River to the south of 
Cape St. John's, in about 
1 deg. north. 

- - River falling into the 
sea in 3 deg. 38 min. 
north. 

- - From 1 deg. 50 min. 
north to Point Campo, in 
'2 deg. 20 min. north. 

- - Territory extending 
northward from Cape St. 
John to 1 deg. 50 min. 
north. 

- - From 1 cleg. south to 
2 deg. 24 min. south. 

- - River falling into the 
Bight of Biafru, appal~eDtly 
one of the ,U"U ... D _v. 
Niger • 

Extent of Territory. 

- - A bout 60 miles 
of coast. 

- - About 85 miles 
of coast. 

- - About 35 miles 
of coast. 

- • ditto. 
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(B.) 

LIST of VESSELS reported to have sailed from the I-Iavana, or Neighbourhood, suspected 
010 being intended for Slave Trade, during the Year 1847. 

No. I.-February. A vessel,name unknown, 
reported to have sai led in the beginning 
of the month from one of the nelgh­
bouring out-ports. 

No. 2.- 28 February. Spanish brig" Atre­
vida," a well-known slaver, cleared out 
ostensibly for New Orleans, but intended 
for the coast of Africa. 

xo. 3.-May. American brig" Brazil" was 
dispatched by M. Fouade, ostensibly 
to Rio Janeiro, but believed to be in­
tended for slave trade. 

Remarks. 
Probably one of the two referred to in the 

despatch of Her Majesty's Commissioners 
at the Cape de Verde I slands, of the 9th 
July 1847.-See Slave Trade Papers for 
1848, l'lass (A.), page 197. 

CondemnEd at Sierra Leone, December 
1847.- See ~ I ave Trade Papers for 18 '18, 
Class (A.), page 3. Instead of going to 
New Orleans, it appears she sailed hence 
direct to Santiago de Cuba. 

This vessel is also mentioned in the des­
patch referred to above from Her Majesty's 
Commissioners at the Cape de Verde Islands. 
J t is reported here, that on her first voyage 
she returned to Brazil without having .been 
able to obtain a cargo; but that she has 
since made two successful voyages. 

(C.) 

RETURN of VESI:!ELS which sailed in 1848, suspected of being intended for 
SLA VE TRADE. 

March. American schooner "Swiss Boy." About this time a vessel was reported to 
have sailed from the city of Trinidad, and two schooners from Santiago de Cuba. 

April. A vessel named the" Mariana" was dispatched hence, or the out ports, and about 
the same time two others, named the" Trueno" and" Jacinto," all three formerly in the 
same trade. 

May. A vessel was sent from Cabanas, which had been formerly a light ship in the hal'. 
bour of New York, and sold as unserviceable. 

July. American brig" Lawrence," for Cabinda. 

September. A vessel, formerly the correo or mail packet ship, damaged 111 the hurricane 
of 1846, sailed the latter part of this month as the" Elv.ra." 

1st October. American brig" T. Street." 

(D.) 

RETURN .of VESSELS said to have arrived during the Year 1848 from the Coast of 
Africa. 

Eight hundred slaves reported to have been brought to the neighbourhood of 
SallltilLgO de Cuba. Several vessels were said to have come in the spring to the south side 

of which it was impossible to obtain here any particular information. 

alavea r,eported to have been brought to the neighbourhood of 
@ tIl's month; and one, the felucca" Columbia," with 

Appendix, No. 1. 
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(E.) 

RETURN of EXPORTS and IMPORTS of the Island of Cuba, from 1828 to 1847lnclusive,in Dollars. 

Years. I IMPORTS. EXPORTS. Years. IMPORTS. EXPORTS. NOTE. 

1828 19,534,922 13,114,362 1838 24,7 29,878 20,47 1,102 In 1847 the imports 

1829 18,695,!l56 13,952,405 1839 25,315,8°3 21,481 ,862 
of Spain are stated to 
have amounted only to 

1830 16,17 1,562 15,870,968 184° 24,7°0,189 25,941,783 29,719,,01 dollars six 

1831 15,548,791 12,918,71 I 184,1 24,630,620 26,774,61 4 
reals, and the exports 
to 25,228,049 dollars 

]832 15,]98,4 65 13,595,01 7 1842 24,637,527 26,684,701 twelve I'euls, so that 

] 833 ]8,511 ,132 J 3,996,100 1843 23,442,°96 
according to official 

25,02 9,792 reports the importsand 

]834 18,563,300 14,487,955 1844 25,056,23 1 25,426,591 exports of Cuba exceed 

1835 20,722,°7 2 14,°59,246 1845 28,0°7,59° 18,792,812 
those of Spain. 

1836 22,551,969 15,398,245 1846 22,625,399 22,000,588 

1837 22,940,357 20,344,4°7 1847 32,389,119 27,998,7i0 

(F.) 

RETURN of DUT IES and TAXES of the Island of Cuba, from 1828 to 1847 inclusive, in Dollars. 

YEARS. 
Duties, Other Taxes. Total Revenue. NOTE. 

Custom House. 

1828 5,3°9,136 3,777,270 9,086,4°6 Of this Revenue, it is stated 

1829 5,193,967 3,948,642 9,142,610 
that one million and a half of 
dollars are applied to the Civil 

1830 5,02j',095 3,945,452 8,972,5.47 Service, including the MiniE-

1831 4,795>465 3,501,739 8,297,204 
ters and Consuls of Spain in 
North and South America; 

1832 4,792,178 30645,228 8,437,4°7 four millions and a half of 

1833 5,235,371 3,660,185 8,895,556 
dollars for the military; one 
million and a quarter for the 

1834 5,°98,288 3,847,446 8,945,734 marine; and the remainder 

1835 5,426,033 3,371,149 8,797,182 
remitted to Spain. 

1836 5,743,793 3,523,472 9,207,266 

1837 5,809,775 3,02 7,390 8,837,065 

1838 6,098,254 3,267,656 9,365,910 

1839 7,363,078 3,841,355 11,204,434 

1840 7,387,498 4,281,9°4 11,669,4°2 

1841 7,266,464 4,650 ,835 11,917,299 

1842 7,383,346 4,73 1,496 12,114,843 

1843 6,987,01 7 3,407,040 10,394,0[;7 

1844 7,160,631 3,329,621 10,490.'252 

184.5 5,370,748 3,629,252 !:!,000,000 

1846 6,232,967 4.9°7,811 

1847 7,494,330 5,314,383 
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'. 
COpy ofa NOTE from H. G. Ward, Esq. M.P. to W. Hutt, Esq. M.P. 

MR. 'vV ARD presents his compliments to Mr. Hutt, and in reply to his note of the 3d instant, addressed to Lord Auckland, 

)egs to forward, for the information of the Slave Trade Committee of the House of Commons, a Return of all Vessels 

laptured by British Cruisers for being engaged in Slave Trade, from] 840 to 1848. 

Admiralty, 24 August. 

(No.1.) 

RETURN of all VESSELS Captured by BRITISH CRUISERS for Violation of SLAVE TRADE TREATIES, in each Year from 
1840 to 1847 inclusive, which have been brought before the Mixed Commissions established Abroad under Treaties 
with Foreign Powers for the Adjudication of captured Slave Vessels; showing the Name of the Captured Vessel; the 
Date of Capture; the Sentence, whether Forfeiture or Restitution; by what Court Adjudicated; the Tonnage; and 
whether Destroyed as Unseaworthy. 

NAME OF VESSEL. 

.laura -

,ark 
,sp 
anto Antonio Victorioso 

)ctavia 

~liza Davidson 
lepublicano -

ofercedita 

Himpa 

,ao Paulo de Loanda 

vI aria Rosario 
'Iant -
~arolina 
)iana -
lepublicano -

Date 
of SENTENCE. 

Capture. 

1840 : 
7 Jan. 

15 
" 16 
" 2 April 

3 
" 

4 
" 12 
" 

13 
" 

18 
" 

3 June 

9 
" 7 July 

10 
" 21 
" 14Aug. 

17 
" 29 
" 

29 
" 

2 Sept. 

15 
" 

Condemned 

- ditto . ditto 
- ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 

ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 

- C,.se with· 
drawn by 
consent of 
both parties. 
Condemned 

ditto 

ditto 

Restored 

Condemned 

By what Court Adjudicated. 

- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

- - ditto 
ditto 

- . Mixed British and Brnzilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 
- • Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at the Havana. 
- - Mixed British and Portuguese 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

- ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Rio de Janeiro. 
- • l\lixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
• - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Rio de Janeiro. 

- Mind British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - - - ditto 
- - - - ditto 
- - Mixed British aDd Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

British IUld SplUlieh 

TONNAGE. 

59 

187 
73 

68 
(tons Spanish). 
From 79 to 89 

(tons Portugue6e). 
57 

43 ~ 
226 -HU 
29H-i% 
82H-U 

- - Brig, tonnage 
unknown. 

41ttH 
56 

68 ~ 

56!UB 

Whether 
Destroyed as 
Unseaworthy, 

or not. 
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Wbether 

Date TONNAGE. 
Destroyed as 

NAME OF VESSEL. of SENTENCE. By what Court Adjudicated. Unseaworthy, 
Capture. or nut. 

1840 : 
Feliz Ventura 29 Nov. Condemned - - Mixed British and Brazilian 1'4tH8' 

CQurt at Sierra Leone. 

Boa Uniao 9 Dec. ditto - - Mixed British and Spanish 544H·& 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

Reg'bno 10 
" 

ditto ditto 48 H~~ 

San P aulo de Loanda li 
" 

ditto di t to 63-£'iNo 
Bellona 14 

" 
ditto Mi xed British and Brazilian 61 fH ~ 

Court at Sierra Leone. 

Jesus Maria - 29 ditto - - Mixed British and Spanish 3 4 

" Court at the H avana. 

AS5eiceira 31 ditto - - Mixed British and Brazilian 141 t 
" Court at R io de J aneiro. 

1841 : 
Orozimbo 8 J an. ditto - _ Mixed British and Brazilian 138 HH 

Court at Sierra Leone. 

Urraca - 19 ditto - - Mixed British and Spanish 64 jH% 
" Court at Sierra Leoue. 

Nova Invej a - 20 ditto - - Mixed British and Brazilian 77 HH 
" Court at Sierra Leone. 

Bom Fim 20 
" 

ditto ditto 27 HH 

Segunda Rosaria - 27 ditto - - Mixed British and Spanish 120 

" Court at the H avana. 

Juliana 12 Feb. ditto - - Mixed British and Bl'a7.ilian 59 t}g~ 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

Republicano - 22 
" 

ditto _ - YI ixed Bri tish and Spanish 1oo tH~ 
Court at Siena Leone. I 

No va Aurora 26 
" 

Restored _ _ Mixed British and Brazili:m I 132 
Court at Rio de J aneiro. I 

Liberal- 31 Mar. Condemned - - Mixed British and Spanish 91 -flv'ir 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

Josephina 1 May ditto ditto 125 -I-!ri'o 
Firme - 30 

" 
ditto - - Mixed British and Brazilian 88HU-

Court at Sierra Leone. 

Castro - 1 June Restored - - Mixed British and Brazilian 80 
Court at Rio de Janeiro. 

Nova Fortuna 6 
" 

Condemned - - Mixed British and Brazilian 52 HS~ 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

FloI'd' America 29 
" 

ditto di tto 31 4~-g~-

Donna Eliza - 30 
" 

ditto ditto 34 i-t 3it-
Amalia - 3 July ditto - - Mixed British and Spanish 88t-/o"0 

Court at Sierra Leone. 
Numantina - 2 Sept. - ditto ditto 66il-H & 
Erculos 18 Oct. ditto ditto 91 HJt 
Paz 27 

" 
ditto ditto 75tH~ 

Ermelinda 27 
" 

Restored - - Mixed British and Brazilian 244 
Court at Sierra Leone. (tons, foreign.) 

FOI'migo 5 Nov. Condemned - _ Mixed British and Portuguese - - Tonnage un- - - Unseaworthy 

(schooner-rigg'ed boat.) Court at Sierra Leone. known; 24 ft. (left at the island 
long; 8 ft. broad; of St. Thomas). 
3 ~ ft. deep. 

Galianna 23 
" 

ditto - - Mixed British and Brazilian 72-HH 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

Conven<rao - 3 Dec. Restored - - Mixed British and Brazilian 128 * 
Court at RiC'> de Janeiro. 

1842: 
Presidente 20 Jan. Condemned - - Mixed British and Spanish 79:l-H6' 

Court at Sierra Leone. 
Aracaty 18 Mar. - ditto - - Mixed British and Brazilian 203 /. 

Court at Rio de Janeiro. 
Fortuna 22 

" 
ditto - - Mixed British and Spanish 158m~· 

Court at Sierra Leone. 
St. Antonio - 7 May ditto ditto 81 ~VO\S 
Desiao - 19 

" 
ditto ditto 83H8t 

St. J oao Baptisto - 27 June - ditto - - Mixed British and Brazilian 63~\'lr 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

Ermelinda Seg-unda II July - ditt.o ditto 

Roberto 11 Aug. - ditto - - Mixed British and 
Court at Sierra. Leone. 

Rcsoluyao 4 Sept. - ditto 

Quolhc Importa 24 Oct, ditto 



NAME OF VESSEL. 

10m Fim 

hilhante 

~speranya 

\.ndorinha 

Dou8 Amigous 

Furia • 

.ndependencia 

L'Egeria 

8onccis:ao Flora 

Aquia -

Sociedade 

Prudencia 

Loteria 

Temerario 

mperatrix 

Linda -

Helena -

Nova Christina 

Carlitos 

Cuatro de Setembro 

Mambo Munguia -

Name unknown 

Name unknown 

Maria. 
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Date 
of 

Capture. 

1843 : 
2\ Jan. 

24 
" 

SENTE~CE. 

Condemned 

ditto 

17 Mar. - ditt.o 

18 
" 

ditto 

29 May ditto 

13 June - ditto 

14 
" 

Restored 

8 Aug. Condemned 

8 
" 

ditto 

5 Sept. . ditto 

14 
" 

Restored 

19 
" 

Condemned 

20 
" 

ditto 

28 Oct. Restored 

1 Nov. Condemned 

3 
" ditto 

12 
" 

ditto 

20 
" 

ditto 

29 
" 

ditto 

1844 ; 

3 Feb. ditto 

16 
" 

ditto 

24 
" 

ditto 

12 Mar. - - Court in-

12 
" 

21 
" ditto 

1 Apr. ditto 

3 
" 

ditto 

4 " ditto 

- ditto 

By what Court Adjudicated. 

• - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

• - Mixed British and Portuguese 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Rio. de Janeiro. 

- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

- - Mixed British and Portuguese 
Court at the Cape of Good Hope. 

- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
_ . Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

- - Mixed British and Portuguese 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

- - Mixed British and Portuguese 
Court at St. Paul de Loanda. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

- • Mixed British and Portuguese 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- . Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

- - Mixed British and Portuguese 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
• - Mind British and Portuguese 
Court at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Mixed British and Portuguese 

TONNAGE. 

149 1277. 
• :r:>Oo 

IQrig', tonnage 
unknown. 

131 -A'eta 
100 (about) 

80 
(foreign tonnage.) 

49HH 

191 

ll8 
(foreign tonnug·e.) 

124HM 

46H·U 

45HH 

80H-H 

300 

- - Boat, tonnage 
unknown. 

- - Boat, tonnage 
unknown. 

130 
admeasurement. 
324HH 

6°HU 

314 

134 

1 ! 1 

Whether 
Destroyed as 
Unseaworthy, 

or not. 

• - Destroyed as 
unseawoi·thy. 

_. Destroyw us 
unseaworthy. 
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APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

Date 
NAME OF VESSEL. of 

Capture. 

IS44 : 

Isabel - 16 July 
I 

Veterano 21 
" 

Uniao - 29 
" 

Constancia - 30 
" 

A ventureiro - 13 Aug. 

Bom Destino 7 Sept. 

San Pedro, al·ias Marinero 13 " 
Grande Poder de Dios -

Concepcion -

Audaz -

Aventura 

El No Se 

Virginia, alias Alerto 

Ave Maria 

Enganador -

N ova Granada 

Diligencia 

Clemencia 

Carolina 

Esperan<;a 

San Antonio, alias Cay­
man. 

Esperanya 

Diligencia 

Cazuza -

Sua Majestade 

Diligencia 

Vivo 

Triumfo 

Venus -

Atala 

Huraoan 

Oliveira 

Eoho -

Pepita -

Dos Hermanos 

Audaz -

Vinte Nove -
, 

Rafael -
Minerva 
Donna Clal'l~ 
Gracios.a Vingativa 

16 
" 

23 
" 

25 
" 

28 
" 

29 
" 

20 Oct. 

25 
" 

'4 Nov. 

8 
" 

16 
" 

5 Dec. 

17 
" 

1845: 
8 Jan. 

11 
" 

19 
" 

25 
" 

30 
" 

3 Feb. 

S 
" 

11 
" 

11 
" 

13 
" 

23 
" 

24 
" 

2 Mar. 

2 
" 

4 
" 

25 
" 

25 
" 

27 
" 

27 
" 17 Apr. 

IS 
" 4 May 

SENTENCE. 

Condemned 

ditto 

Restored 

Condemned 

-

-

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

- - Left unde-
cided. 
Condemned 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dit,to 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

- ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Restored 

Condemned 

ditto 
ditto 

- ditto . ditto 

By what Court Adjudicated. 

- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
• - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Portuguese 
Court at the Cape of Good Hope. 
- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Siena Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Rio de Janeiro. 
- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
-. Mixed l3ritish and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone . 
• - Mixed British ·an.d Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- • Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Rio de Janeiro. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone . . 
-' - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

ditto 

- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

- ditto 

- - Mixed British and Portuguese 
Court at St. Paul de Loanda. 
- - Mixed British and BI'azilian 
Court at Sierra Loone. 

• ditto 
ditto 

TONNAGE. 

If10 tH& 

IDS ffil-

214-HU 

119HH 

162 Jtbo 

162 
( foreign tonnage). 

99HU 

9t:H~ 

85 ,p,pooo 

59 -Nr/15 

71HH 

23HU 

44~H-U 

164 
(foreign tonnage). 
- - Schooner, ton­
nage unknown. 

55 i-iVa 

21HH 

81HH 

88m* 
73rl-h 

2SfU~ 

19fHJ 

94HU 

31 -l,Na 

235-HZ 

67 -Ifu'\, 

51 H8~ 

153HH 

122 -H-U 

Whether 
Destroyed as 
U noeaworthy, 

or not. 



:X.HIE OF VESSEL. 

Conceis;ao Feliz 

"Mariana 

Triumpho da Inveja 

Venganza 

!zabel -

Tentador 

Mariquiuha 

Suspiro 

Fantasma 

Gago 

Atrevida 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

Date 
of SENTENC E. By what Court Adjudicated. TONNAGE. 

Capture. 

1845" : 

- • 6 " 
Condemned - - Mixed British and Brazilian 

Court at Sierra Leone. 
47HH 

- I 

I 
I 
I 

15 
" 

ditto 

23 May ditto 

23 
" 

ditto 

1 June - ditto 

3 
" 

28 
" 

ditto 

- - Case dis­
missed, func­
tions of Court 
having ceased. 

16 July Condemned 

16 
" - - Case dis­

missed, func­
tions of Court 
having ceased. 

- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Spanish 
Court at Sierra Leone. 
- - Mixed British and Brazilian 
Court at Sierra Leone. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

61HU 

• 53"HM 

144~H 

57t!%%-

45 
(foreign tonnage). 

116HU 

156 
(foreign tonnage.) 

19 Dec. Restored - - Mixed British and Portuguese 54 

1847 : 
11 Oct. 

Court -at St. Paul de Loanda. (foreign tonnage). 

Condemned - - Mixed British and Spanish 42 n~o%­
Court at Sierra Leone. 

Whether 
Destroyed as 
Unseaworthy, 

or Dot. 

Foreign Office, 23 August 1848. 

No.2. 

RETURN of all VESSELS captured by BRITISH CRUISERS for violation of SLAVE TRADE TREATIES, in each Year from 1840 

to 1847 inclusive, which have been brought before Tribunals of the Country to which such Vessels belonged; showing the 

N arne of the Captured Vessel; the Date of Capture; theSentence, whether Forfeiture or Restitution; by what Court Adjudi­
cated; the Tonnage ; and whether Destroyed as Unseaworthy. 

Date Whether 
X.DIE OF VESSEL. of SENTENCE. By what Court Adjudicated. TONNAGE. DestroycJ as 

Capture. Unseaworthy, 
or not. 

1841 : 
J ului$ and Edward - 15 F eb. Restored - Hanseatic Court at Bremen - Tonnng-enot known. 

Louise - - - - 25 
" 

- ditto - Hanseatic Court at Hamburglt - - - ditto. 

Mnrabout - . . 27 Sept. - ditto - French Court at Cayenne . - 170 -lrlo 
1845 : (French tonnage.) 

anaone . . - 14 Apr. - ditto . Sardinian Court at Genoa - - Tonnngenot known. 

Sommariva . . . 28 Aug. • ditto . - - - . ditto . - - - - ditto • 
, 

TODII8p is liven accordiug to BritiBh Admeasurement, except where otherwise stated. 



APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

No.3. 

RETURN of all VESSELS Captured by BRITISH CRUIZERS for Violation of the Statutes of 2 & 3 Vi ct. c. 73, and 8 & 9 Viet. 
c. 122, which have been brought before British Courts of Vice-Admiralty Abroad for Adjudication; showing the Kame of' 
the Captured Ship; the Date of Capture; the Sentence, whether Forfeiture or Restitution; by what Court Adjudicated; the 
Tonnage; and whether Destroyed as Unseaworthy. 

Date 
NAME OF VESSEL. of SENTENCE. 

Capture. 

1840: 
Louisa 3 Jan. Condemned 
Novo Abismo 3 

" 
ditto 

Pancao 9 
" 

ditto 
Congresso 17 

" 
ditto 

Victoria 23 
" 

ditto 
Sandade 30 

" 
ditto 

Rio Mondeg'o 7 Feb. ditto 
Primo Genito 14 

" 
ditto 

Amizade Constante 19 
" 

ditto 
Raimundo Primeiro 21 

" 
ditto 

Roza 24 
" 

ditto 
Cabaca 14 Mar. ditto 
Fathe Eslamo 19 

" 
ditto 

Zaruga 21 
" 

ditto 
Dom Pedro Duque do Porto 26 

" 
ditto 

Treze de Juaho 30 
" 

ditto 
Adelaide I Apr_ ditto 
Tentadora 10 

" 
ditto 

Josephina 12 May - ditto 
Jose 17 

" 
ditto 

Andorinha 28 
" 

ditto 
Dictador 10 June - ditto 
Carolina 10 

" 
ditto 

Coringa 12 
" 

ditto 
Boat, unknown 14 

" 
ditto 

Andorinha 15 
" 

ditto 
R apido 22 

" 
ditto 

P ombinha 3 July ditto 
Maria Rita - 13 

" 
ditto 

Boat, unknown 25 Sept. - ditto 
Quatro de Mar<;o 7 Oct. ditto 
Rahamana - 23 

" 
ditto 

Amelia - 31 
" 

ditto 
Haidjee 9 Nov. ditto 
Brigantine unknown, sup- 13 

" 
ditto 

posed Dous d'Outubro. 
Maria, alias Maria Feliz 13 

" 
ditto 

Brigantine-schooner, un-
known 2 Dec_ ditto 

Launch, unknown - 26 
" 

ditto 
Aventureiro - 31 

" 
ditto 

1841: 
Carolina 5 Jan. ditto 
Schooner, unknown 18 

" 
ditto 

Luisa - 23 
" 

ditto 
Rapido- 30 

" 
ditto 

Luiza - 17 
" 

ditto 
Faesca • 1 Feb. ditto 
Marciana 8 

" 
ditto 

Liberal· 9 
" 

ditto 
Sandade 12 

" 
ditto 

Dous d' Avril 13 
" 

ditto 
Dous de Fevereiro - 19 

" 
ditto 

Three boats - - unknown - ditto 
Oito de Decembro - 24 Feb. ditto 
Minerva 24 

" Vinte e Quatro de Julho - 29 Mar. 
Animo Grande 3 Apr. 
Schooner, unknown 5 

" Euro 14 
" Venus - , 

Brigantine, unknpwn 
Margarida 
Four launches 
Constante 

By what Court Adjudicated. 

Vice.Admiralty Court, Jamaica -
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the C:1pe -

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Jamaica -
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Vie-e-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Barbadoes 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, .the Cape -
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Mauritius 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
ditto . 

Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helen:1 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St_ Helena 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -
Vice-Admiralty Court,. St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Brit. Guiana 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admimlty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape • 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra 
Vice- Court, St. 

the 

TONNAGE. 

101 
150 k 
56 
75 

92 '\'0 
176 -H%t 

91 
108 
16.1, f-tU 
113 
142 

15 
86 

219 
41 
57 

133 k 
44§-

105 
39 

113 
42 

119 

66 
188 

56 
72 

211 k 
171 
218 ~ 

15 
200 

103 

124 

139 ~ 

57 k 
100 (about) 

92~ 
120 } 

93 
8 

64 
58 

176 
134H 
232 

Whether 
Destroyed as 

Unseaworthy. 

Foundered at sea. 

- - Destroyed by 
captor. 
- - ditto. 

Destroyed. 

• - Destroyed by 
captor. 

Run ashore 
and destroyed_ 

Swamped at sea_ 

- - Run ashore 
and destroyed_ 

Destroyed at sea. 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

".DIE OF VESSEL. 
Date 

of SENTENCE. By what Court Adjudicated. TONNAGE. 
Capture. 

Whether 
Destroyed as 
Unseaworthy. 
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NAJlrE OR VESSEL. 

Three boats -

Josefina. 
Sumariva 
Flor de Verao 
Oriente-
Maria Seg-unda 

Ventura 
Furia -
Esperanza 

Prog-resso 
Desengano 
San Antonio -

Roza 
Brigantine, unknown 
Marie Louise 

Almeida 
Emprehendedora -

Defensivo 
Brig", unknown 
Isabel -

Schooner, unknown 
Unknown 
Vencedora 

Attrevida 
Brigantine, unknown 
Brig, ditto 
Brigantine, ditto 
Atala -
Zulmira(a) -
Maria Therisa (a) • 
Maria da Gloria (a) 

Josefina 
Enriquetta 
Schooner, unknown 
Brigantine, ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Opio Feliz 

Mal'S 
Isabel -

Brigantine, unknown 
Ditto 

Schooner, unknown 
Brigantine-, ditto 
Brig, ditto 

APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

Date 
of 

Capture. 

1842: 
7 Nov. 

12 
" 23 
" 23 t: " 

3 Dec. 
7 

" 
1843 : 
6 Jan. 

13 " 
4 Mar. 

12 
14 
29 

" 
" 
" 

3 Apr. 
3 Apr. 

5 " 

27 " 
6 July 

11 " 

SENTENCE. 

Condemned 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Restored 
ditto 

Condemned 
ditto 

- ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Condemned 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

9 Aug. -
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 14 " 

28 
" 3{) " 

6 Sept. -

23 
" 25 
" 11 Nov. -

29 
" 29 
" 18 Dec. 

29 
" 29 
" 

1844: 
2 Jan. 
2 

" 3 
" 22 " 

30 
" 12 Feb. 

19 Mar. -

23 June -

4 July 
5 " 

30 Aug. -
7 Oct. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

By what Court AdJiudicated. 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Vice.Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
ditto. 

V ice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
ditto 

Vice.Admiralty Court, the Cape -

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 

ditto 
Vice·Admira.lty Court, the Cape -

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
ditto 

Vice -Admiralty Court, the Cape - . 
ditto. 
ditto. 

Vice-Admiralty Court; Brit. Guiana 
ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape. 
ditto. 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty (jourt, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, SierraLeone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

20" - ditto 
2 Nov. - ditto 

13 Dec. - ditto 

- Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty St. 
Vice-Admiralty the 

(a) These vessels were captured within three miles of the 
accordingly been held to be improper, Her Majesty's GcilttlrJQIil1ll!Lt1 

TONNAGE. 

• 20 (aggregate) 

62 
116 

46 
166#00 

45 
24 

45 

Whether 
Destroyed as 
Unseaworthy. 

- -Destroyed by 
captor. 

long, 22ft. wide - - Destroyed by 
her own crew. 

253 T\-\ - ditto. 
151 



NA~IE OF VESSEL. 

3rig, supposed Alabes 

~are ln 
;un Don1ingo 

{irginia, alias Felicidado 

;chooner, unknown 
3rig, supposed Albanez -
"aquette de Monte Video 
Jhow Messuri Kliej 

Jnknown 
Brigantine, unknown 

John Leys 
Brigantine, unknown 
Dhow, unknown 

Dhow, unknown 
Ditto 

Brig, supposed Frederico 

Brigantine, unknown, sup-
posed Beija FloI'. 

Brig, unknown 
Dhow, unknown 

Africano 
Rosa 

Cacique 
Ligeira -
Brig, unknown 
Unknown, supposed V 
Brig, unknown 
Dhow, ditto 

Ditto 
Descobridor -
Regenerador -
Brig, unknown 
Schooner, ditto 
Brig,supposed 
Isabel -
Dniae . 
Isabella 
Dianna 
Unknown, 8upposed Bel-

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

Date 
of SENTENCE. 

Capture. 

1845 : 

4 Jan. 

5 
" 19 
" 

6 Mar. 

10 " 12 
" 16 " 3 Apr. 

5 
" 14 
" 

15 
" 21 
" 7 May 

24 May 
29 

" 10 June 

5 July 

11 
" 30 
" 

31 
" 24 Sept. 

25 
" 30 
" 2 Oct. 

3 
" 10 
" i5 ,. 

15 
" 21 
" 22 
" 24 
" 24 
" 27 
" 27 
" 30 
" 3 Nov. 

10 
" lO 
" 

II " 
17 " 

Condemned 

ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
- ditto 

Restored 
Condemned 

ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 
- ditto 

- ditto 
- ditto 

ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 

ditto 
- ditto 

ditto 
- ditto 

Restored 
Condemned 

By what Court Adjudicated. 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
Vic~-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

Vice.Admiralty Court, St. Helen[L 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -
ditto 

ditto 
Vice-AdmiralLyCourt, Sierra Leone 

ditto. 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -
ditto 

Vioe-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
Y.ice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice.Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

- ditto 
- ditto 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
ditto 

TONNAGE. 

417\ (foreign) 

95 ;} 
e5 8 (foreign) 

108 ft. long, 
25 ft. broad, 14 ft. 
deep 

34 (foreign). 
214}H6 
129 (foreign). 

173 'lo 

130 :tt:L-g.?i-

170 (foreign) 

184 

128 Hg~-
- - 109 ft. long; 
33 ft. 2 in. broad; 
13 ft. 2 in. deep. 

222 
120 
19.5k 
28-H-H 

233 
8 4 i 

15q 
127 
154~-~M 
176 
30 

159 
77HS-E-

121 -HH 
97 

256 
135iYl" 

108 
- - 85 ·ft. long; 
2fift. broad; 14 ft. 
deep. 

212 Ho4
l)" 

48 (foreign) 

117 

Whether ' 

Deetroyed as 

Unseaworthy. 

- - Run ashore, 
n,nd destroyed 
by captor. 

- - Destroyed by 
her o1l-n crew. 
- - Capsized in 
a squall, and 
lost. 

- - Destroyed; 
unfit for voyage 
to the Cape. 

ditto. 
- - Run ashore, 
and dest-royed 
by her 0,,'11 crew. 

- - Destroyed; 
unfit for voyage 
to the Cape. 

ditto 
ditto. 

- - Run ashore 
by orew, and de-
stroyed. 

ditta. 

- - Run ashore 
and destroyed by 
captor. 

Destroyed. 

- - Run !lsh(}rc 
and destroyed b.\· 
captor. 

ditto. 
- - 'Wreoked at 
St. Helena. 

- - "'reckrd ill 
Mulemba Buy. 

- • Destroyed by 
her own ere",. 



118 

NAME OF VESSEL. 

Eufragia 
San Domingos 
Esperanya -
San Lorenzo -

Dhow, unknown 
Brig, ditto -
Lobo 
Emprehendedora -
Pomba -
Sierra Leone Packet 
Amelia -
Paquete de Rio 
Brig·antine, unknown 
Cla.ra -
Ligeiro -
Brigantine, unknown 
Gaio 
Brig, unknown 

Gabriel 
Galgo -
Caxias 
Brig·antine, unknown 

Kentucky -
Brig, unknown 
Olivia -
Emprehendedora -
Brigantine, unknown 

Segunda Coneei~ao de Maria -
Schooner, unknown 

Relampage 
Constante 
Brigantine, unknown 
Ma.ria -
Vallerozo 
Brig, unknown 

Ditto 
Amelia 
Augusta 

Rolla -
Tenta<;ao 
Isabel -
Brigantine, unknown 
Victoria 
Brig, unknown 
Bonito Porto 
Ag·uia -
Electra 
Paquete de Rio 
Improviso 
Brig, unknown 

Telma. -
Constante Amizade 
Anna e Constancia 
Phedro 
Phaon - ' 
Nictheroy 
Saron -
Jupiter 
Brig, unknown, supposed 

Dous Amigos. 

APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

Date 
of 

Capture. 

1845 : 
25 Dec. 

" 
" 
" 

18i6 : 
5 Jan. 
7 

" 16 " 
21 " 
21 " 
30 " 

6 Feb. 
17 " 

SENTENCE. 

Condemned 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Restored 
Condemned 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

11 Mar. - ditto 
ditto 12 

12 
3 
5 
7 

" 

" 
" 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

10 April - ditto 
20., ditto 

1 May ditto 
8" ditto 

18 
19 
23 

" 
" 
" 11 June 

29 " 

6 July 

6 " 

8 
19 " 

" 28 " 
15 Aug. 

6Sep. 

8 " 
13 " 
13 " 
13 " 

17 " 
24 " 
30 " 

9 Oct. 
14 " 
17 
21 
22 
23 

" 
" 
" 
" 28 " 

12 Nov. 
21 " 
1847 : 

10 Jan. 
14 " 
H) " 
29 " 
It; Feb. 

26 " 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Restored 
Condemned 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

18 Mar .•. 

18 " 
19 " 

By what Court Adjudicated. 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

-. 

Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape­
Vice-Admiralty Oourt, St. Helena 

ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape. 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape. 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-AdmiroltyCourt, Sierra Leone 
V ice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
ditto 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape, 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

V ice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, the Cape -
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra 
ditto 

TONNAGE. 

14'3 
102 
122 
182~ 

151 
126 

5{} 

52 

46b 
108 
125ft 

158~ 
52 

- - 110 ft. long; 
35 ft. broad; 17 ft. 
5 in. deep; 108 
tons (foreign). 

280 
2{}4 
175 

--54ft. 3in. long; 
14 ft. broad; 7 ft. 
deep; 35 tons (fo­
reign). 

266 (about) 
126 
26 
59 

- - 83 ft. 6in. long; 
19ft. broad; lOft. 
deep; 90 tons (fo­
reign). 

52 
- - 75ft. 9 in. long ; 
9 ft. 2 in. broad; 1 
ft. 1 in. deep. 

147 

41 
69 

174 
136 
194 
149 

- - 80 ft. long ; 22 
ft. broad; 107 tons 
(foreign). 

111 
163 
261 

59 
185 
1{}5 
125 
148 
123 
74 

232 (Brazilliaall 
186 

Whether 
Destroyed as 
Unseaworthy. 

W reeked at~'tt1el'.I" 
ditto. 
ditto. 

Destroyed. 

- - Destroyed at 
sea by captor. 

- ditto 

Destroyed. 

Wrecked. 

- - Destroyed at 
sea by captor. 

- - Sunk at sea 
by captor. 
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Date 
NAME OF VESSEL. of SENTENCE. 

;rig, unk nown 
'aglioni 
.chooner, unknown 
oanito 
lahiano 
,chooner, unknown 
'elucca, ditto 

:tustavo Primeiro • 
!arque, unknown -

:;]oop, ditto • 

Duas Irlllltas 
rito 
3raziliense -
Brig, unknown 
Pelucca, unknown -

Pcrao -
Principe d'Onim 
Esperto 
~ao Sebastiao 

- I 

- I 

Capture. 

1847 : 

}~Mal'. 
" 30 " 

4 April 

II " 
17 
17 

18 
24 

" 
" 

" 
" 

5 May 

24 
" 26 " 

5 June 

12 " 
19 " 

24 
" 25 " 

9 July 

2 " 

Brig, unknown 
Dez d'Outubro 
Paisca -
Prendedora -

9 
- i 16 

19 
" 
" 
" 

Fa.isca -
Romeo i'rimeiro 
Polacca Brig, supposed 

N ostra Senhora de III 
Ganlia. 

Gra"a -
:Esperan~a 
Brig-untin!', unknown 

Lehro -
Unknown 

Brigantine, unknown 
Adelaide 
Nero 
Theodosia 
Maria da Gloria 

22 
24 
22 
26 

26 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 30 " 
6 Aug. 

7 
11 

11 
12 
18 
25 
2R 

)) 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

29 ,j 

Condemned 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Restored 
Condemned 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

By what Court Adjudicated. 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
ditto 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

- ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
ditto 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Siena Leone 

ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
ditto 

Vi-.Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

TONNAGE. 

179 
86 
67 -lIla 
52 
83 -f,2,Pa 

.35 tH8 
- - 80 ft. long', 
221ft. broad, 
3 ft. 9 in. deep. 

115 
• - 113 ft. long', 
25ft. broad, 16ft. 
deep; 375 tons 
(foreign) . 
• - 38 ft. long, 
14 ft. broad, 9 ft. 
deep; 38 tons 
(foreign). 

66 
213 g~~t 
21q 
189Hitl-

- - 80 ft. long, 
24 ft. broad, 11-1 
feet deep. 

83 ffi~ 
118 (foreig'n;. 
145 ~ 

- - 54 ft. long, 
17 4 feet broad, 
7 ft. deep; 66 
(foreign). 

207 
28 :fs.9()sa 

191 
113 illg. 

50 8"0 
f) 3 ffiff 

122 ft. long, 
26 ft. broad, l4. 
feet deep; 260 
tons (foreig'n). 

9IH&~ 
69 tVt%-

69 t ft. long, 
181ft. broad, 
loft. I i in. deep; 
100 tons (foreign). 

127-mg 
- - 97 ft. long, 
27 ft. broad, 17 ft. 
deep; 100 tons 
(foreign). 

109 H-H 
147 
1I9~ 
86HJl 
57 ft. long, 

17 ~ ft. broad, 
8 ~ ft. deep; 71 
tons. 

1,15 (foreign) 

7q 
150 
37n~J 

119 

'Hether 
Destroyed as 

Unseaworthy. 

- - Run ashore 
and wrecked. 

- - Destroyed as 
unsea·,vorthy. 

ditto. 

- - Run ashore 
and destroyed. 

• - Destroyed at 
sea by captor. 

- - Run ashore 
by crew, and 
wrecked. 

- • Destroyed at 
sea by captor. 

- - Run ashDre 
by crew, and 
wrecked. 

- • Destroyed as 
unseaworthy. 

- - Destroyed at 
sea by captor. 
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NAME OF VESSEL. 

Brig, unknown 

Sylphidc .. - -
QU3ltorze dc Novembw -

Ray Bango -

Heroina 

Santo AntO Ditoz& 

Eolo -
Iznbel -
Brig, unknown 
Boa Fe -

Luiza -
Concci<;ao 

Brigantine, unknown, sup­
posed P ampa. 

Schooner, unknown -

Brig, ditto • 

Schooner, ditto - -
Maria Augusta - • 
Aguia - - - -
Brig, supposed Malaga • 
Santa Anna - - -

Gaio 

Cidadc d' Angra - -

APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

Date 
of SENTENCE. 

Capture. 

1847: 
9 Oct. Condemned 

17 

27 

24 

" 

" 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

3 Nov. - ditto 

6 
7 " 

" 15 " 
15 

" 

" 
20 
23 ' " 

26 

29 " 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

1 D ec. - ditto 

I 
2 
8 

11 
11 

16 

27 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

" 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

By what Court Adjudicated. 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 

Vice-Admiralty Court, St. H elena 

ditto 

- • • • ditto - - -
Vice-Admiralty Court, Sierra Leone 
- - - - ditto • - -
- - - - ditto - - • 
Vice-Admiralty Court, St. Helena 

ditto 

ditto 

TONNAGE. 

- - 100 ft. long; 
23 ft. bCroad; 13 ft. 
2 in. deep; 240 
tons (foreig·n). 

312 
- - 65 ft. long; 
19 ft. 4in. broad; 
9 ft. 7 in. deep. 

10 

- - 70 ft. long.; 
16 ft. broad; 11 ft. 
deep; 62 tons (fo­
reign). 
- - 73ft. 3in.long; 
18 t ft . broad; 
11 ft. deep; 61 
tons (foreign). 

77 
170 ~ 
152 ~'f 

- - 64 ~ ft. long; 
16ft. broad; 11 Ht. 
deep; 53 tons (fo­
reign). 

162 b -
- - 81 ft. long; 
21 ft. 4 in. broad; 
9 ft. 3 in. deep. 
- - 95ft. long; 
26ft. broad; 15ft. 
deep. . 
- - 70 ft. long; 
16 ft. broad; '(Ht. 
deep. 
- - 125 ft. long; 
28 ft. broad; 14 ft. 
deep. 

49 ~ 
78tH% 
95·HU 

167 ,,9,,~ooo 
- - 56 ft. long; 
14ft. broad; 9 ift. 
deep. 
- - 106 ft. 4} in. 
long; 12!- ft. 
broad; 12 ft'-deep. 

276 

Whether 
Destroyed ... 
Unseaworthy. 

- - Destroyed a1 
Rea by captor. 

- - Destroyed at 
Ascension. 

- - Destroyed at 
sea by captor. 
- ditto . 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

- - Run ashore, 
and fired by ber 
own crew. 
- - Destroyed at 
sea by captor. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

Note.-In this Return the tonnage is given according to British admeasurement, except where otherwise stated. 

Foreign Office, 23 August 1848. 

Appendix, No.3. 

-No. 1.-

Appendix, NO.3. 
REPORT from Her Majesty's Commissary Judge 

-,- My Lord, 

I H A V E the honour to submit my 
past year, w ... h the usual returns 
from the coast of Africa. 
year preceding, SUlltlectEid 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 121 

These returns are certainly very vague ~nd incoll1pl~te, bu.t as I believe the main fact is Appendix, NO.3· 
correctly stated, of so many vessels, for Instance, h.avmg saIled hence dUring th~ year for 
the coast of Africa, the circumstance of our not bemg able to obtall1 fuller particulars of 
the expeditions affords a proof of the depressed state of t~Ie trade, .because t~e more contta-
band it becomes the more secret must be the operatIOns carned on. So long as any 
Captain General' condescended to receive f~es for the introduction of newly imported 
Africans the dealers9cared llltle for the publICIty attendmg these transactlOllS. But as we 
have eve'ry reason to believe that the present Captain General Roncali, Conde de Alcoy, 
refuses to accept these fees, the dealers have not the same security for carrying on their 
trade with impunity, and arc t~erefore obliged to be so much the more reserved. . 

It is but jUlitice to repeat thIS of the Conde de Alcoy, as the general belief. A¥cordmglv, 
the general system of th~ go.vernme?t .is carried on in a manner above all .imputation 
of fOlmer practices, but he IS eVIdently mdlsposed to proceed agamst the trade or Its abettors 
with that severity which w()uld be the best means of effectually suppressing it. I refer 
here to the case of the two vessels which, upon my information, arrived in the neighbour­
hood in Julv last, when 130 newly introduced Africans were seized by the Lieutenant 
Governor o(Mariel. I believe my information of two vessels having arrived correct, yet 
the Caplain General declared in no measured terms that only one ve~sel had arrived; 
leaving the conclUSIOn to be drawn that he had allowed himself to receIve as true some 
statements made to him to that effect, though a proper inquiry must I think have led to 
a different result. But supposing only one had arrived, it was proved that it had met 
with a collusive reception from the local authorities at Cabanas, as was pointed out to' 
his Excellency at the time, and no steps have been taken against those authorities, nOf 
against the parties concerned in the adventure. The mate, who offered h imself as an 
infofmer against the parties, was put into prison; but the captain, who could have given 
evidence of the owners, was allowed to go away in the steamer to New York, with the 
person Zulucta, on whose account the negroes were said to have been brought, and a 
considerable number of the negroes were given up to this Zulueta under the pretence of 
being assigned to him as emancipados. 

It appears to me, therefore, that If the trade be, as I consider it, in a depressed stale. 
the calise of this depression must be sough t elsewhere than in the measures of the 
Government. 

At the commencement of the past year it was indubitable that there was a great 
animation on the part of all persons interested in the trade, fur ils revival. A new 
~overnor was expected, <lnd it "as hoped that he would favour it more than General 
O'Donnell lately lwei done; the latter was to the last a declared f,,,,ourer of it, but his 
later measures had disconcerted its operations, by proceedings against it, which, if they 
were owing to stricter orders from Spain, also answered his purpose, for by seizing the 
negroes or exacting a larger fee, he gailled so much the more, while as be was at the 
close of his government, the consequences of future distrust could not affect him. It was 
llOped a new governor would act on another polic)'; and vessels were prepared accordingly 
to be sent as might be found advisable. Seven were sent during the first four months 0'· 
the year, and four have sailed hence :since; whereas in 1847 there were only three sent 
altogether, and in 1846 not one. After twO such years, if any encouragement had been 
afforded tht: deaiels, we might have expected a larger number to have been sent; and as 
so f(!w have been sent, and llS the new Captain General does not appeur to bt: a decided 
enemy to its continuance, the conclusion seems to me to follow, that even as a contraband 
trade it is IIOt one offering advantages sufficient to induce an active prosecution of it. 

Having paid much attention to the subject, I am induced to think that considerable 
over-statements have been made with respect to this trade; lsdy, as tu the numbers of 
Africans exported from Africa, and '2dly, as to the profits of the dealers . 

Istly. It is almostimpossible to o~tnin exact returns of the numbers exported, and many 
)ersons who have written respectll1g It have taken the numbers known in some one month 
as an average fOf the year, when perhaps the numbers in that one month were so extra­
ordinar!ly lal:ge as to have it macle them noted on that account only. In the Havana, how­
ever, thiS ~J/liculty did not eXist, as the dealers were so sufficiently knotted together that Ihey 
had a particular ~lace formerly of assembly, and books kept there, from which I was ill 
1840 able to obtal.n the exact numbers that had been brought in that year (tbe one before 
General Valdes arnved), and when the trade wa:; qUite free, so far as this Government could 
permit it. 

From these books I learned that the exact number brought in that year to Havana and 
.... atlm~la. amounted to 11,756; and that perfectly agreed with the returns we had been 

fr~m other sources on the arrivals of the vessels, as we ft'ported to your 
'he tIme Slave Trade Papers for 1841, Class (A.) p. 167). As it was 1lI0st 
for to bring them here ~o the. head 9uarters~ whence to supply the 

wllIltevler was put 111 theIr .way In so domg, I feel warrallLed in 
laken a8 t ..... thm!. certainly of ILIl brought in that 
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whole exports of the island at that ~ime did not amount to five millions sterling, and the 
imporis of lawful merchandize as given by the Custolll-house returns, exceeded that sum; 
so that even if we make every allowance, in suppoSlllg the value Ob Illlpurts over stated, 
~md of ' exports the cOlltrary, still it will be impossible to come to any other conclusion than 
this th:1t the number of AfrIcans II1troduced was decreasmg per annum from natural 
cau~es, of a sufficient flilmber hav~lJg been brought to supply the demand. To show how 
impossible it was for the island to bear such a drain, I enclose fuether a return of the 
amount of exports and imports during the last '20 years, which Will pr~sent so even a 
balance ;j.s to put it out of the questiotl that so large a number could be mtroduced yeal' 
after year, as by some persons has been supposed. . .. 

If '20,000 were introduced per annum for a few years, as for Investment It might be 
,dorie lDy f~reign capital, and the effects would be felt ill an increase :of production. This 
has been the fact, but meanwhile the price of the articles of productIOn, sugar and coffee, 
have both fa llen, so that sugar in price now is scarcely half of what it was formerly, and 
coffee planting has been found so unproductive as to be almust abandoned. I cOllceive 
therefore that the n umber of slaves had come to almost the utmost the Island req 11 Ired, and 
that it would have been found cOlllin,uing to decrease, even if General Valdes had not 
been appointed Governor, to arrest its progress, somewhat sooneT than the course of 
<'vents indicated . If the same number, say '20,000 per annum, had been contlOued to be 
b rought, according to this supposition the price would have fallen, and then the question 
would be, could th e dealers afford the slaves at lower prices? I think they could not, and 
this is th e second inquiry I suggested . 

2 . That th t! prufits of the traue were much overstated. All persons are apt to boast 
much of th eir ,gain s, but th e slave dealers more especially, as a triumph over the cruizers, 
'and even the Government of England, as well as to console themselves for tile discredit 
t he \' could not but feel attached to their trade. Thus we hear of a few fortunate 
i ndIvidual s who have formeroly amassed fortunes in it, but of the many who have lost 
fo rtune and life in it, we hear little or nothing; yet I am satisfied that there are many 
such, and that 01') the whole the trade here has not been latterly a productive one; one 
'F onf of this is, that the insurance offices lo. t so much on the policies of slave vessels, that 
i t is nearly 10 years since they resolved to take nOlle on them on any terms whatever; but 
calculations may be safely Illade to silow this from their own statements. The price of a 
s lave on, the coast may be. only from 2 to '25 dollars, but the expenses of agencies and 
ffl ctori es are necessarily great, besides those of bringing them. The more difficult is the 
embark ation, the more and better paid agents must be employed, and well paid to be kept 
fai thful t(, their employers, when it would be so completely in their power, if tbey ~Ieased 
to act dishonestly, to set them altogether at defiance. I have heard it said, that each slave 
costs the dealer a hundred dollars, by tbe amount of these expenses, with those ofbrillging 
them. If half are captured, then each slave landed here may be said to have cost 200 

dollars, and the av erage price for the cargo round may not perhaps have obtained more 
t han 400 dollars per hear!'. This would still be an immellse profit, if no bad debts were 
incurrtd, as very often is the case; but if the derrlers are further liable to these, and to 
have 11 tbird or a half of those bruught seized by the Government, or 50 dullars per head 
charged for tbe t'ee to the Captain-General, then tbe remaining profit certainly would not 
compensate for the risk run of utter loss. 

[t seems to me. therefore, that the trade is in a most depressed state, because the profits 
have been so much reduced as to make it unadvisable for any to engage in it, except they 
w,ere persons like Don Julian Zulueta, forming themselves new plantations. and desirous 
of oblaining slaves for Ihemselves at the lowest rates, and not as speculators for sale. 
Even if they lost two-thirds of those they bad bought on the coast, they would be thus 
obtaining the remainder at a less price than importers by trade could afford to sell them 
at, taking the usual brokerage rrncl chances of repayment into consideration. 
, At present Ihere is less demand for slaves than there was at this time of'the last year. 
The newspapers have been full of advertisements for them to be sold, or hired out in bodies 
for the season, wbereas I have not seen one of any required, as was often the case last 
year, and even in the time of General Valdes. Neither has the price for slaves, or tor 
,labour, risen sil1Ce the last year, and this, and tbe other considerations before mentioned, 
bring me to the conclusion that the slave trade is in a depressed state, oot only OD. 

acoount of the blockade, but also on account of the dealers not being therefore able &0 

afford slaves at such prices as to meet tbe wants of the planters at the present fates of 
duce. If the slave trade were again set free, and the planters could get them,..aa 
,then might, at one-third, or one-fourth of the present prices, the numbers migbt Dtil-'1lllrlil ... 
perhaps even 20,000, or 25,000 per annum, for some years, till the 
sufficient to cheok further importations. The high price, tben, is and 
the trade, and the high price is uwing to the blockade of the coast. 

III my last annual report, dated the 1st January 1848, and a furmer OD&~I\I. 
Lordship that though lately a larger demand for slav.e labout nail-'Illlle",. 
of the higher price of sugar, yet this demand had been met iJV':-'-''' 
abandoned coffee plantations, to the number t~n eS1troiated 
I learn there hilS been a return made to 'this \io;,erJlIn~DIfliI. 
sligar estates estimated lit 38,000. This oII1llpPJp,l1ilId 
of some years to come. The exltraoNl'lali! 
ceding, for mOre labourers, ",,,'11 ,.\"",,",,,, 

hut wi-th the preseot ,ml". 
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the quantity of ~ugar to be made und er particular ci rcumstances, have in many cases Appendjx, No·3· 
proved erroneous, and tlH' gall1s th erefort' have been less ~han what was expected. 

In the year now con cluded, very lIttle ram has fallen In the Islan d, so that the canes 
have pro~ed of inferior quality, and it is supposed by many tliat the exports of this year, 
1849, will fall even 30 per cent. below th ose of the )Jas t. Such being the case, as there 
are several estates o~ which they do not gnnu at all thiS season, and all fro111 20 to 30 per 
cent. less than before, the requirem ent of labour is so much less, and the quantity that 
sufficed for the last will be quite sufficient for the present. Thu s then may be accounted 
for the faci that there is less demand even now for labour than there was a year since , 
and perha p~ no great demand will arise for years to come, for the same reason.. . 

As far as can be judged, the best lOformed merchants seem to thmk, that tfie PrIc t' of 
su"ar will not aITain materially rtse, and th at thiS Island has already attamed the utmost 
th~t under the ~resent ein:umsta.Jilces, it is likely to protluee. With the present prices the 
plan'ters cannot afford to give large sums for labour, and they must economise wit h what 
they have. In this they ha ve also another supply beyond what the aban,doned coffee 
es tates afforded, namely, from the numbers formerly employed in tbe manufacture of 
tobacco and ciaars. Much as has, been the falling off in respect of remuneration for 
suaar, the fall ig the tobacco trade is as remarkable. Of 20,000 persons etitimated to have 
be~n em ployed ill this city in tbe manufacture of cigars, it is said that half are now out of 
employment; and tbis circumstance, if it be true, and if it continue, must lower the rate of 
prices for labour generally, and give, il' required, perhaps several thousand labourers for the 
estates. 

The exports from Havana and Matanzas, which in 1847 amounted t o 1,006,767 boxe3 
of SlI gar, and 106,904 qnintals of coffee, in the past year have amo unted to 1,000,341 
Loxes of s\lg~r, and 31,673 quintals of coffee, there being fiv e boxes of sligar, and 22 k 
quintals of coffee to the ton. 

In 1847 thers were exported from Havana, ]9,368 quintals of leaf tobacco, which was 
less than half the quantity (xponed in 1846. But in th e past yea r the exports ha ve fallen 
sti ll further, to 13,5°8 quintals. 

Of cigars, in 1847 were exported hence 198,268 bundles of 1,000 each, wh ich was 011 (' ­

fifth mOJ'e than in former years. But d1uring the last yeClr Ihe exports have fallen to th eir 
former average, 150,729 bundles, with the prospect oftl1is depression continuing. 

1 conclude frolll these facts that there is nOl that incen tive for ,11) increase of slave 
trade, exisling in the higher price aud call for slave la bour, which would ca use it to be 
continued against the risk of losses felt in late years. If the blockade were abandoned , 
and slaves procured at a quarter, a third, 0 ·1' even one-half the present pr ices, it would be 
renewed unquestiollably to as frightful an extent as ever. 

Fron! my knowl edge of this community, I feel myself warranted in saying that no othet 
than coercive measures will suffice to keep the trade suppressed. Tiley think much of 
gain, but only of T~rese nt. gain, and th ey hav6 not the slightest scruples in carrying it 011 . 

There are a few advocates for the suppression of the trade, and a few even for the suppres­
sion of slavery itself. But these are very few indeed, <lnd it may be doubted wllPlher they 
would hold true to their opinions, in cm,e the alternative were offered th em. The grea"t 
body of the peopl e have nol the slightest se nse of any injustice perpetrated in the tr"de . 
It seems to me, thHefore, idle 10 think fOI; a moment of Its being ever to be put down by 
other means. 

In ad dition to tlte return of the exporb a nd imports during the last 20 yea rs, I also sub­
mit to you r Lordship an account of the revellue of tile islan d, as affordin g mealls to judo-e 
of its capabilities, and together the prospecLs of increase of productions and illduceme l~l ' 
to carryon the slave trade, if the planters sho uld find it worth their while to extend thei r 
cultivations, either by a ri se in th e price of sugar, or what is ~he same thil)g, a lowering 
of the prlce of labour, II' hlch would follow on the. sla\·e trad e being opened to them agai n, 
so that they could produce sugar at a greater profit. 

In the des patch, No. 14, of 1847, dated the 9th March of that year, I gave your Lord­
ship an al'Count of a new estate form ed by Don Juliau Zulueta, which was ex pected to 
produce 10,000 boxes of sugar during th e year. Of this estate, I an! enabled now le, 

giv~ the following fanht'r parti culars: it is Ilumed the Alava, situated in the neighbour­
hood of Cartianas. It is formed of 60 caballerias ('+,000 acres) of land, of which 33 cabal· 
lerias are laid out in cane, 17 t;l)opened, 3 arid, and 7 occupied in buildings and road s. It 
- three mills, each of which gives 60 pails of syrup per day, at a heat in January of ei,dn 

and in March ~nd April of ten and a half to eleven. Each caballeria gi~e > 
of De; 8Rd III the last 'yea.l'~ 1848, the produce exported was, of boxes of 
Wtaite, 3,000 yellow, 312 cucurucllo. 600 mnscovado, and 134 sm~1I cases, 

II1mIbe ofJoaves being at the ral.e of 2,000 10 the caballeria. For these 
8K1uad,.lIld thia 5ear ~ 1849. they have of molasse~, 1,500 
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I have been led to give these details, because the former account referred to has been 
pronounced fabulous by one of the monthly publications of London. But it is to be 
observed that there are several others in the island as colossal, one, for instance, belonging 
to the C~nde de Penalver, another to the Condesa de Reunion, one to Don F. Diago, and 
others. The Conde de Fernandina has lately formed one, the Agiiica, which it is said will 
.j:>e the largest in the island, a~ the works are on the most improved ~ale, and the annual 
produce calculated at 14,000 boxes of'sugar. 

The alava of Don Julian Zulueta this season is only calculated to produce 6,000 boxes, 
on account of the drought of last year; but in general years 10,000 boxes, which at 
15 dollars a bOl> would be 150,000 dollars, or 30,000 t. sterling per annum. 

As a ge11eral computation, it is stated here in the last Ilumbet· of the memoirs of the 
Royal Economic Society of Havana, that an estate with 150 negroes, to putting it in a s~ate 
10 produce 2,000 boxes of sugar, may have cost its proprietor 140,0?0 dollars, ,and there­
fore giving a value of 40,000 dollars to that crop; and consldermg, that WIth proper 
ruanagement, 15,000 dollars will suffice for the expenses, a net surplus remains of 25,000 
<loHars, which is about 1!3 per cent. Could the slaves be bought at reduced prices, the 
profit would be accordingly greater. . 

From these considerations the inference seems to me, that the least relaxation of the 
pre:::ent sy"tem of prevention of slave trade would be eagerly taken advantage of, for the 
prosecution oftbose gains, of which I have given these details. 

The planters are actively intent on the promotion of their interests. They are proceeding 
with unremitting assiduity to obtain the best machinery, and carryon their works under 
tbe best systems they can learn. Meanwhile the Government is also aiding them, by going 
on with equal pace in promoting the prosperity of the island. Coals are not only admitted 
free of duty, but the ,·essels bringing them are admitted at a reduced tonnage duty. Public 
works on all sides are wisely carried on. New roads and bridges are in course of construc­
tion in every directio:J, and railroad companies encouraged and supported. Harbours are 
improved alJd opened to trade, so that bOlh internal and coasting communications are facili­
tated. Three lighthouses on the coasts are now building. Public instruction is much 
attended to, especially a branch lately established for engineers. Better municipal regll­
lations are also formed for public convenience; but above all, the administration of the 
government under the Conde Ie A Icoy, the present Captain-General, influencing of course 
every tribunal and subordinate authority, is placed in a remarkable manner on a footing, 
which, if it be continued so for a few years, cannot fail to give this island the fullest means 
of developir.g all the advantages it possesses •. 

If Ihe slave trade were opened to them again, the people here would enter into it with 
an unscrupulousness in which the Engli8h colonies could not compete with them, and the 
ru in therefore of the latter would be complete and immediate. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Lord Visct. Paimerston, G. C. B. 

&c. &c. &c. 
(signed) J. Kenlledy. 

-No.2.-
(No. 40.) 

REPORT from Her Majesty's Acting Commissary Judge, Sierra Lfwle. 

, My Lord, Sierra Leone, 31 December 1848. 
1 HA VE now the honour to present to your Lordship my annual report on the state of 

slave trade on the western coast of Africa during the year just ended, toO'ether with 
Temarks, and such information as I have been able to collect in that period. '" 

Owing to the operation of the Act.s of the 2 & 3 Vict. c. 73, and 8 & 9 Vict. c. 122, no 
vessel has been hrought into the Mixed Courts during 1848; but a very larO'e number 'have 
been adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony. That some "'of such vessels 
were really Spanish property, (though under the Brazilian flag;,) I cannot doubt; but the 
now general system of destroying the ships' papers, flags, &.c. previous to Cu.ptlll'e, effec­
tually conceals their nationality. This is doubtless e:lllsed by the penal law promulO'ated 
by Her Catholic Majesty at Madrid, on the 2d day of March 1845, which law see~s to 
have struck the Spanish slave traders with terror, for, during the last two years, only one 
vessel, the" Atrevida," under the Spanish flag, has been adjudicated in the Mixed Courts 
of Sierra Leone. The mate and three of the crew (being all who were brought (jf 
this vessel were, in accordance with the above-mell1ioned decree, sent • 
Rengente of the courts of justice of the Canary Islands; but I have not 
result of their trial. 

It is II fact also, that many of the Brazilian slavers when captured 
either ships' papers or flag, thereby preventing the disclosure of the 
of the ship and cargo, also the master, and officers 
trying slave vessels in the Vice-Admira not 
the public, they of coul'se prefer that to 
a re annually e>iposed in the Dapers lllid 

During the pas~ year no case was hrnll,dfo+.& 

Netherlands, British and Chilean, · Britifi~ 
Uruguayan, Iffixed Courts 

No sla yes were emanci 
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The total number of casE'S prosecuierl before the Mixed Commissions since ' their esta- Appendix, NO.3. 
blishment here in June 181g, up to the present date, is 529; whereof 502 were cases of 
condemnation, and 27 were either withdrawn~ dismissed, or rest?red to the claimants. 

In the same period there have been emancipated by these Mtxed Courts 64 .. 625 slaves; 
of whom 56,935 have been registered here. , ' 

I have the honour to ~nclose. for your Lordshil?'s information an official ~~py, obtai~ed IIalf. 
from his Honour t'le CrHet J usuce, of a return ot vessels captured on SuspIciOn of bemg irol1?'early II 
engaged in the slave trade., and adj~dicated in. the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sien:a J.Jeo~e, Adl11i:he l1jce~tt/rl/ 
from the 30ti.] of Ju~e to the 31st of Decen:ber 1848, a~ounttng .to 17 ve.ssels, which, wtth ~y C~Qrt. 
Ihe 14 adjudicated III the same court dUring the previOUS halt year, gives a total of 31 ~ 
vessels adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of Sierra Leone, in the yyr just ended, 
under the Acts of the 5 & 6 Geo. 4, c. 113; 2 & 3 Vict. c. 73; and the Act of the 8 & 9 
Vict. c. 12Z. 

Of the 31 vessels, 14 were captured under the Brazilian flag; 15 were without either 
ships' papers or colours; one under the Briti,h flag, and one uuder the flag of the United 
States. 

The aforesaid captures took place in the following localities: One , in the Rio Pongas, 
two in the harbour of Sierra Leone, one off this colony, 11 between' Seabar and Cape 
Palmas, 14 within six degrees north of the equator, two within four degrees south of the 
line; and one captured full of slaves, probably on her passage to Cuba, in latitude 12 deg. 
:2 2 min. south, longitude 37 deg. 14 min. west. 

Among the 31 captures, 13 had slaves on board; the other 18 cases were proceeded 
against for being found equipped for the slave trade. 

The locality in which the 13 vessels having slaves on hoard were captured, is as follows: 
Three canoes seized, with 112 slaves on board, within British waters off this colony; nine 
vessels within six degrees north of the equator; two within four degrees south of the 
equator; and one was cllptured full of slaves in latitude 12 deg. 22 min. south, and longi­
tude 37 deg. 14 deg. west. 

The number of slaves so captured was 5,619, of whom 5,282 were decreed emancipation; 
337 having died before such decree was passed. This dreadful mortality may be accounted 
for by the inhuman master of the slaver captured by Commander Sprigg', of Her Majesty's 
sloop "Ferret," having stowed on board bis vessel, admeasuring only 167 tons, 852 men, 
women, and children, 127 of whom died before they were emancipated; and but for the 
humane conduct of Commander Sprigg, who transhipped abont 300 slaves Oil board the 
., Ferret," the mortality must have proved even stili more appalling. 

In tbe course of the year just ended, two cases of a rather unusual occurrence have been 
adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this place. The first was that of the British 
steamer" Maid of Islay," William Cunningham TownLey, master, which vessel was seized 
on the 25th of May, in this harbour, by Commander Dunlop, of Her Majesty's sloop" Alert," 
for being engaged in the slave trade, or otherwise aiding and abetting that c·affie.. 

The "Maid of Islay" was adjudicated on the 1 gth day of July last, when Mr. Heddle, 
the acting jud;;e, decreed that the aforesaid vessel, "Maid of hlay," her tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, be restored to William Cunningham Townley, the master and owner thereof; 
and the goods, wares, and merchandize on board the same, be restored to Messrs. Hartung 
& Co., the owners and proprietors of the said cargo; and further decreed the seizor's costs, 
and condemned the said parties in such costs accordingly. 

Against this oeCfee an appeal to a higher court at home has been made by the seizor. 
In my despatch marked General, No. 34, of the 18th of December last, I had the honour 

of transmitting to your Lordship all the particulars I could obtain in reference to this very 
extraordinary case, I therefore beg respectfully to refer you to the said despatch. 

On or about the 27th of September, the American brig" Laurence," EdIVaI'd York, 
master, burthen 170 tons, was seized in the harbour of Sierra Leone by Commander 
Duulup, of Her Majesty's sloop (( Alert," for being found with slave equipment on board, 
in British waters. 

The brig" Laurence" came into this harbour on the 23d of September last, her master 
alleging that she wus making 34 inches of water per hour, aud that he came into this port 
for the purpose cf getting his vessel repaired. 

On November the 25th the aforesaid American brig" Laurence," Edward York, master, 
was conuemned as good prize in the Vice-Admiralty Court of Sierra Leone. Previous to 
the .day of trial the master took his departnre for Brazil, and I believe carried away the 
regIster of the" Laurence." 

I have further the honour to report for your Lordship's information that Her Majesty's 
8100p .. Alert," Commander Dunlop, arriveo in our harbour this morning lVith 100 slaves 
on board, who were immediately landed in " the Queen's Yard." 

1,1)~t..J'ltsl,.eoUQi1Iy 10 solicit your Lordship'S attention to this novel and interesting era in 
of slave trade, because it clearly proves that a highly important 
the locality (Bissio) where an extensive slave trade has 
6tJ, but where now, many thousands of natives are daily 

~=~:;===r.~::~= ilave trude ls 'ted. 



Appendix, NO.3. 

APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

majesty King Branco, though sick, officially applied. to the c~.mlllallder for belp, and 
requested him to remove to S~e!"ra .Leone all the slave, III the ba~lacoons ~~onglng to the 
two Spaniards, Don Blto (ahas Victor) Dabreda, and Don Jose Vanrell, at the .same 
time assuring Command{'r Dunlop that. be, the King of. Beeomba, had finally abohshe~ 
the slave trade in his dominions. Thereupon the slaves III the barracoons were asked if 
fhey preferred to be then ~nd there made fr~e and remain, when they all peclared that they 
wished to be taken to Sierra Leone. This was accf'ded to by the authOrities, and the 
slaves were embarked ot! board the" Alert," and, as bdore stated, landed in tbis colony. 
The two Sp,miards fled by land to their companions in human traffic Oil the Rio Pon~os, 
where the notorious Spanish dealers in slaves, Senior Pellegrin and Don Paul Fabre reside; 
also the nati~e slave dealers, Mrs. Light.bourne and Mr. Allen. 

The Rio Pongos may IlOW be considered the sole mart for the slave trade to the northward 
of Sierra Leone. 

I have only heard of two slavers having escaped with slaves on board. from the Rio 
Pongos during th{' year 1848, and I believe they were both o~\"l1e~ by Spamards. 

I have the pleasure to repon to your Lordship that byorder of the French G.overnment 
all the slaves in Seneo'al and Goree have been emancipated. ThiS highly mterestmg 
event cannot fail to produce important effects upon the natives of the neighbouring king­
doms, and to convince them that Great Britain and France are determmed not only to 
suppress the slave trade, but also slavery itself, in every part of their dominions. 

Already agriculture, npon a 1I10st extensive scale, is in progress among the natives living 
between this place and Gambia; rice and ground nuts are the chief artICles cllitivated. 
The ground nut trade has for several years past formed a highly important and valuable 
branch of export tradE'. The demand for ground nuts from France, Hamburgh, and 
America, far exceeds tbe supply. I earnestly hope that the spirit of agriculture and 
commerce, now happily manifesting itself among the natives, is the sure dawn of brighter 
days for benighted AfricH. 

With the ~nly exception of the Rio Pongos, I consider that we have now no export 
slave trade bet ween Cape Blanco and Sierra Leone, a distance of coast of upwards of 600 

miles. 
Before concluding my report, I beg respectfully to make a few remarks on the sugges~ 

tions promulgated by certain parties in reference to the withdrawal of the British squadron 
on this coast ' for the suppression of the slave trade. 

For more than 30 years I have taken a lively interest in the cause of abolition, and Illy 
present position in Her Majesty's service, together with a residence of III any years in Africa, 
enable me to state, for your .Lordship's information, an opinion gained by actual experience 
and observation upon the present progress of the cause of the abolition of the slave trade, 
which I humbly trust may induce some of those who entertain tbe mistaken views ofadvo 
eating the withdrawal of the squadron to pause ere they sanction 11 measure so utterly 
ruinous to millions of the human family. 

It is my firm belief that in nine or twelve months after the withdrawal of our squadron, 
the whole of Western Africa, from Cape Verde to Benguela, would present a scene of cruelty 
and devastation too fearful to contemplate; all the progress of Christianity, civilization, 
and commerce would be annihilated; in a word, Western Africa would, in the course of a 
year or two, be rolled back to its worst pristine savage condition; the coast would become 
the resort of the most degraded renegades and pirates of Brazil and other nations. 

If our merchants entertain a hope that the trade of palm-oil, gold, ivory, ground-nuts, 
hides, wax, &c. will c:olltinue to exist after 'the withdrawal of our squadron, I fear that 
they will be worully disappointed. The thousands of palm-oil carriers and agricultural 
labourers wouid instantly be kidnapped and carried on board slave vessels; after a time 
the remaining natives would avoid the coast as they wouln the locality of a plague. 

In.my.humble opinion this dreaded calamity can only be evaded by a strong treaty with 
BrazIl, slllJllal' or more stringent than that with Spain. Your Lordship has doubtless 
noticed t.he excellent eRect of th~ penal law of Spain, dated the 2d of March 1845, upon 
tlte Spamsh slavE-traders; SInce Its promulgation, upWards of two years ago, we have only 
had one vessel under Spanish coloors brought before the Mixed Courts of Sierra Leone. 

I would also venture to remark, that hardly any squadron, however vigilant, and none 
could be more so than the present, would alone effect the total abolition of the slave trade 
on this coast, unless it be supported by a zealous, honest co-operation of the Brazilian and 
Spanish governments. 

In my opinion, the concluding port of this great undertaking can only be brouaht to a 
successful termination by applying gentler means and strict enforcement of trealie~ bef<tre 
the squadron is withdrawn from this coast. 

The Right Hon. Lord Visco Palmerston,G.c.B. 
&c. &c. &c. 

• Jose Vanrell was formerly master of the 
Mixed Courts of Sierra Leone, on the 8th of DecelDf!11!ll" :~.~ 
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(No. 131.) 

REPORT from Vice-Admiral Dacres to the Secretary of the Admiralty • 
• 

Sir, " President," Simon's Bay, 4 September 1848. 
IT is with great pleasure that I enclose herewith, for the information of the Lords Com­

missioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Commander Morris, of Her Majesty's ship" Arab," 
who has lately returned from the Mozambique Channel, stating that the sla'e trade is be­
lieved almost to be entirely suppressed from the Portuguese territories on the east coast of 
Africa. From information obtained at various times from the officers employed in the 
Mozambique Channel, I was led to believe that owing to the many discouragements the 
slave-dealers had experienced by the frequent captures of vessels arriving on the coast for 
the purpose of receiving slaves; the close manner in which those places from whence the 
sla\'e-trade was principally carried on has been watched by our cruisers, and the discoun­
tenance which has been given to the traffic by Captain de Valle, governor-general of Mo­
zambique, and Major Campos, lieutenant-governor of Quillimane, the slave trade from the 
Portuguese territories on the east coast of Africa was decidedly on the decline; an impres­
sion which is t.hus so satisfactorily confirmed by Commander Morris's report. 

In addition to the beforementioned letter, I enclose another coml11unication from Com­
mander Morris, detailing his proceedings in the suppression of the slave trade in the Mo­
zambiq ue Channel, between the 18th February and 11 th June last. In this letter I beg to 

draw their Lordships' attention to paragraph 7, wherein Commander Morris alludes to a 
visit which he made up the Angoza River, on which occasion he was visited by some natives 
from the shore, who evinced every disposition to be on friendly terms; a circumstance 
which is somewhat remarkable, as these people have never before shown any sYlllptoms of 
the kind, but, on the contrary, have always received the visits of boats from Her Majesty's 
ships off this place with great reserve, and frequently in a hostile manner. 

a. I have also to draw their Lordships' attention to the statement of Commander Morris 
in this paragraph, that he is satisfied no slave trade was going on from Angoza., which he 
alludes to in the second and third paragraphs of his other letter, and wherein he also states 
that from. the severe lesson the people at this place received by the attack made upon them 
by the boats of the President and of' the Eurydice in November last (as reported in my 
letters of the 18th November 1847 and the 25th of the same month, Nos. 168, 169), he 
believes that it is not likely the slave trade will be resumed in this quarter. 

6. There was every reason to believe that Angoza was one of the most notorious slave 
depots on the coast, and the defensive position the people thereat had assumed, and the sense 
they entertained of their ability to resist any interference in their unlawful pursuits, had 
encouraged them to engage in slave trade transactions to the greatest extent. The result 
therefore of the measures I adopted to remove this evil and to suppress slave trade from 
Angoza, as now appears by Commander Morris's report, is most gratifying, and I trust 
that the occasional visit of a ship of war off Angoza will effectually deter these people from 
engaging in future slave transactions, and that they will be finally induced to turn their 
means and attention permanently to legitimate commerce. 

H, G. Wnrd, Esq. 
&c, &c. &c. 

(No. 13.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) James Dacres, Vice-Admiral. 

Sir, H. M. S. Arab, Simon's Bay, 2 September 1848. 
I HAVE the ~o~our ~o acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday (No,7,) re­

spectmg my opmlOn With reg,ard to the sl~ve tra?e in the Mozambique; and in answer I 
lJave to ~tate, that from tl~e 1I1formatlon kmrlly given by his Excellency the Governor of 
Mozambique, and the Lieutenant-governor of Quillimane, as well as from information 
derived from other sources, in frequent conv~rsations with other residents, that I believe 
the slave trade has been almost suppressed m that quarter, and that duri,ng my cruize of 
&ve.ul1niths not one slaver appeared off the coast. My rea~ons for forming this opinion 
are on what I heard from all who had an opportunity of judging, that while the 
tm'IDI!J'1m;lwi~ftnl'A 0 the Portuguese settlements in the Mozambique, not only connived at, 

of slave car~oes (receiying large bribes for so doing), the present 
ormer'y m the English service, not only opposed it strongly 

aathorities on tile other part of the coast who aided it, 
be bal alllared me tbat it is ble 
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. I S' ce Ile arrived he has apprehended two slave aO'ents, who had been purchasing arl'lva . In , . ' " "', D b I h ' 
I r tl e prl'ze taken by the" BrIlliant" off QUlllimane III ecem er ast, t e captain s aves lor 1 " ' , fi' I h 

and the two supercargoes of which pflze were at QUIlilmane on my rst arnva t ere. 
The captain and one of the supercargo~s were Portuguese, the oth~r superc~rgo a ~rench­
man connected with a French mercantile house, considered respectable at RIO de Janeiro. 

These men were immediately ordered to quit the place. ~e 3;150 ,stated that the traffic 
could not be carried on without his knowledge; and that, If 1~ls life was spared, he ~as 
confident he would be able to prevent any further trade in the flver, formerly the prll1clpal 
place 'on the east coast for shipping slaves from. This statement he made whde he sup­
posed he was on his deathhed, suffering fro~ co~st fever; and from the ,general character 
I heard of the present Portuguese authorities bemg opposed t,o the traffic, and from the 
vigilance exe~cised by the British cruizers, I believe the trade IS a ll but stopped; ,nor can 
it be renewed, unless by a change of the present governors for those who wele dIsposed, 
as formerly, to aid in it. , 

The only place where slaves can be shipped fr0ID the coast, where there IS not a Portu­
guese authority, is Angoza River, and from the sev~re l~ss?n they lately received from the 
boat expedition under your command, I do not thmk It ltkely to be renewed. When I 
visited that river with the boats of Her Majesty's brig under my command, on the 29 tlt 
of April last there was not the slightest appearance of s laving going on there. , . 

I have, &c. 
H. G. Ward, Esq. 

&c. &c. &c. 
(signed) W. Morris, 

Commander. 

(No. 11.) 
Sir, H. M. S. Arab, Simon's Bay, 11 June 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that on the 18th of February (the day after my last 
communication with you by Her Majesty's ship Nimrod), I sailed from Mozambique, and~ , 
proceeded for Angoza; I went inside the Angosh Islands, and looked well up the river, but 
saw nothing; I then proceeded to Quinging's River, which I also examined, as well as the 
Primeira Islands; after which I left for QuilJimane, where I anchored on the evening of the 
23d February (off the bar). 

On the morning of the 25th I went myself in the pilmace up the river, for the purpose 
of gaining information, aud to recover the letters that were left there by this ship and Her 
Majesty's ship Nimrod. Having communicated with the governor, who seemed well dis­
posed, and anxious to give all the information in his power respecting the slave trade, 
and after making every inquiry, I left the next morning to return to the ship, and get on 
board before sunset. At daylight on the 28th I weighed and proceeded off Luabo, looking 
well up that river, and the branches of the Gambier. 

On the 7th of March, having observed a brig anchor up the river Sofala, I anchored, and 
next morning sent the boats to ascertain what she was, as well as to communicate with tbe 
governor, who represented her to be a lawful trader between that port and Quillimane; she 
bad uothing on board that would show that she was employed in slave trade. I weighed 
the next day, and continued to cruize both in mid-channel, and occasionally looking up 
the river, but did not see a sail. On the 13th of April I anchored at Mozambique, being 
then very short of provisions, particularly salt meat and bread; finding no arrival from 
the Cape, I purchased from an American barque, at a reasonable price, a quantity of salt 
meat and flour, and procured such other articles of provisions as could be had on shore, 
which would enable me to keep my slat~on until a man of war might arrive with further 
ord~rs from you. Having completed water and refitted the ship, I again proceeded to 
CrUl'-le on the 24th; on the evening of tile 27th I anchored off Angosh, and on the mornina 
o,f the 29th I proceeded ,in the, gig .. accompanied by the pinnace manned and anned. up th~ 
flver, for the purpose of makln~ myself acquainted with the bar and river, as well as to 
observe if there were any slave vessels there at that time; as I had information from the 
Governor-general of, Mozambique that the" John de Castro" Portuguese man-of-war 
would be In that neighbourhood, I could therefore give every information and assistance 
in bringing them out. 

We proceeded close to the town, but saw no vessels, except one dow laden with corn, 
and foul' others on the beach, two of which were undergoing repairs. When close up to 
the town a boat manned with Arabs came off, aud appeared disposed to be friendly. which 
feeling was met reciprocally b,y us; I gave ,them my name, and that of ~he ship under 
command, and sent by the cillef my comphments to the sultan. On thIS occasion I 
with me Mr. Green, the master, for the purpose of sounding and the 
observations of the course of the river. I succeeded in getting on 
past six on that evenin~, but the pinnace could not cross Ihe bar before 
which she then did. Having quite satisfied mysdf there was no 
I weighed the next morning, and proceedl'd between the A 
I anchored off Tago, and examined that island, 
slaves landed there to be ready for embal.'katiol~. 
toms whatever. 

On the morning of the 5th of 
Quillimane. I immediatl'ly sent 
boats returned in the evening trorttl~ 
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we boarded a month before going into that port (a lawful trader); she .was then on her Appendix, NOI,3' 
passage to Mozambique to dispose of the remainder of her cargo (which was a general 
one). We heard that n~ man-of-war llad been off there since we left. I can safely rely 
()n the information I received, that no slaves had appeared off that part of the coast. 

On the 7th we weighed and proceeded to cruize to the south wa~'d, going. ~Iose ofl! and 
looking up all the rivers between that and Delagoa Bay; and contmued crulsmg untIl the 
~3d May. • . , 

GettinO" then short of provisions, I proceeded agreeably to your orders for Simon s Bay, 
where I ~rrived at twenty-five minutes past nine, p. m. of this day. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. Morris,aCommander 

- No. 4.-

EXTRACT from a REPORT, dated Zanzibar, 24 October 1848, by Captain Anson, of Her 
Majesty's Ship" Eurydice," to Vice-Admira l Dacres. 

AT Mozambique I placed myself in communication with his Excellency the Governor, 
who informed me that all slavery had ceased long ago, and that two vessels had shown 
themselves off Angoza for the purposes of truffic; that the natives had repulsed them~ 
saying they would have no dealing with them; that they wished to be on good terms, and 
not again 10 embroil themselves in a fight. 

His Excellency de Valle, is much ple:Jsed at the result of the lesson. the Angoza people 
received last year, and says that he feels sure that the whole trade will be SlOpped for 
some time to come in his dOl1liniom. 

-No.5.-

(No. 197.) 

REPORT from Vice-Admiral Dacres to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, "Pre!>ident," Simon', Bay, I December 1848. 
HAVING this day given up the command of Her Majesty's ships and vessels on the Cape 

of Good Hope station, I have the honour to submit my final report of the slave trade from 
the coast of Africa within the limits of the said command. 

My last report, dated 4th September last, No. 131, conveyed to the ir Lordships the 
gratifying intelligence that the siave trade from the east coast of Africa might be supposed 
to be on the decline; and indeed from the communications from Commander Morris 
enclosed, it may be believed that the traffic had entirely ceased on that part of the coast, 
in the neighbourhood of Quillimane, &c., from whence it was formerly actively carried on. 

I have not received any subsequent report on the slave trade in the Mozambique 
Channel since the date of Commander Morris 's letters, but I have every reason to hope 
that this informatioll will be confirmed by future reports from officers employed in the 
suppression of the slav~ trade on the east coast of Africa, and that the pleasing prospect 
now held out of the enhre suppression of this detestable traffic therefrom will be eventually' 
realized. The causes which may be believed to have led to the decline of slave trade on 
the east coast of Africa, are as follows: 

First. The improved integrity of the high Portuguese authorities lately employed at the 
princip?1 !?over~lllents on the coast. I have, on more than one occasion, brought to their 
Lordshtps notIce. the .vcry laudable example willch appears to be set to the different 
Portuguese functlOnanes Oil the coast of Africa by Governor-general de Valle, of 
Mozambiq.ue, and G~vernor Camyos, of Quillilllane, both of whom appear to be moved by 
the most smcere deSIre to discountenance slave trade from the PortuCl'uese territories in 
ft.ry possible manner, and who really deserve the thanks and best wishes of every well-

r to tbe cause. Exposed to a pestiferous climate, with the most slender allowances 
_1_Ung' their inducements are great indeed to swerve from the path of 

themselves of means which oifer so temptingly of enriching themselves, 
tbe dangerous and irksome service on which they are employed, 

th., Portttgaesl! have hitherto been enabled to resist. 
d.e and Major Campos, is ~rf'at, and 

wbu~b cannot 
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'App di, N 3 -, have been nearly two-thirds of the number which have visited the coast for slaving pur­
, en:x, o. . d b h M "h I t k - f poses. Besides tw@ Arab dows, capture y t e" utlOe, t e vesse s a en consIst 0 

the ii Amelia" Sillr, prize to the" Mutine;" the" Kentucky" brig, burnt in the Angoza 
River, on the nppf(~ach of the boats of the" Cleopatra," on the 18th of May 1846; the 
,{ Constante" barque, of American build, but under Brazilian colours, captured by the 
"Cleopatra"; the" Improviso" Brazilian barque (American bottom), also prize to the 
" Cleopatra" ; the" Phaon," new brig', under Brazilian colours, prize te the" Brilliant," 
and the" Alzira" Brazilian ship, also captured by the "Brilliant." Besides these the 
American barque (, Lucy Penniman," was interrupted in her illegal pursuits, by bei ng con­
ducted out of the Angoza River, by the" Cleopatra," under the peculiar circumstances 
reported in m):: letter ofthe 6th July 1846, No. 116. The·i Majoun," American brig, was 
seized by the Portuguese officers in the Angoza River, on the occasion of the expedition 
thereto of the boats of this ship, and the" Eurydice," in November 1847, and a brig, 
name unknown, was chased by the" Cleopatra" into Lorenzo Marques, where she was 
seized by the Portuguese authorities in the Angoza River, on the occasion of the expedition 
thereto of the boats of this ship, and the .{ Eurydice," in November 1847; and a brig, 
name unknown, was chased by the" Cleopatra" into Lorenzo Marques, where she was 
seized by the Portuguese authorities, ' and afterwards navigated to Mozambique by the 
,{ Cleopatra," for condemnation, under the circumstances reported in my letter of the 
6th of July 1846, No. 110. The'{ Nova Alliant;a," and" Duas Irmaos," were also 
captured by the" Brilliant" and" Conway" respectively, on their passages to and from 
the Cape of Good Hope, the latter near St. Helena. Reverting to the first named captures, 
the practice of employing American vessels on voyages to the coast of Africa, when on 
the necessary arrangements being completed they are turned into slave vessels, has been 
frequently brought to the ' notice of Her Majesty's Government by Her Majesty's minister 
at Rio de .J aneiro, &c. This practice, it is bel ieved, has been general with all the vessels 
wh ich have lately resorted (0 the east coast of Africa ou slaving voyages. The vessels 
arrive thereon, with American colours, under which they remain, until the slave cargo is 
prepared, and other arrangements for receiving the same completed; a simulated register 
accounts for the future crew as passengers, and when all is ready, the American colours 
are hauled down, the former captain and crew pr@bably repair 011 board some other vessel 
(an accomplice in the transaction), and the slaver ship starts with her cargo, either under 
Brazilian colours, or with none at all. Sometimes it is found convenient to change the 
colours before the completion of the final arrangements, and hence the capture of the 
,i Constante," i'Improviso," and" Phaon," all of which were of American build, but under 
Brazilian colours. It is also customary for a vessel to be dispatched to the coast, the 
captain of wbich is a kind of agent, furnished with a certain amount to purchase and 
arrange slave cargoes for vessels, afterward, to arrive on the coast. This vessel will remain 
mall)' months, and even years, thus employed, until tile funds are exhausted, when she 
winds up, by receiving a cargo of slaves herself. From information obtained, there was 
little doubt but that the it Amelia," "Constante," and" Lucy Penniman," were vessE'ls 
of this description; both the" Amelia" and" Lucy Penniman" were known to have 
been on the coast a long time; all three were capacious vessels, and capable of holding 
a large t:lumber of slaves. The capture therefore of the two former, and the interruption 
to the latter vessel, were very satisfactory, and no doubt prevented the expatriation of 
nearly 2,000 .slaves, besides disheartening the ~lave dealers to a great extent. The 
.i Phaon" was a new American clipper, and reputed to be a very fast sailer; a slave 
cargo was in waiting for her, it is believed, at Luabo, and hence her capture was very 
fortunate. I have, I trust, exhibited in a satisfactory manner to their Lordships, that 
though Ihe captures of slave vessels have not been so numerous during the period of my 
command, those which have been made, and, I might add, but for the protection given to 
them by the American Bag, might further have been made, have been very effective, and 
I have no doubt, greatly assisted in the decline of the slave trade from the east coast of 
Afrir.a. 

The third cause which has doubtless assisted in the decline of slave trade in the Mozam­
bique, is the expense incurred by the slave dealers in supporting a large assemblage of 
slaves on the coast, when the immediate embarkation of them is interrupted, and which 
has, I am led to believe, been particularly felt by the slave dealeri at Angoza, bv the 
destruction of the it Kentucky," and withdrawal of the .i Lucy Penniman," as before aliuded 
to, and the seizure of the" Majoun," in November 1847. It was known that for these 
vessels nearly 2,000 slaves had been assembled at Angoza, and were on the eve of embark­
ation, but for the timely interruption gil·en to the same. Nothing, therefore, could 
been more opportune than the measures which were taken, both on the occasion 
ascent of the river by the boats of the" Cleopatra," and the attack made on 
notorious slave depot, by the boats of tlds ship and the" EurJdice," as 
despatch of the 25th November 1847, No. 169. The panic which this " .. ·l • .ia .... , 
ment produced, not only at Angoza it~elf, but for a great distance 
extraordinary, and accompanied as it was with a severe pecuniary 1 
at Angoza, nnd involving them also in considerable embarrassments 
who received payments for the slaves . on 
culable benefit in disheartening the 
bourhood of this most notorious slave __ ......... .... . 
wili, I fondly trust, be the means 0 

and attention to l(wful comm.erc: 
advantages. 
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Fourthly. Another cause which may be supposed to have assisted in the decline. of ~he Appendix, NO.3. 
slave trade is the disastrous effect which has been produced on the agricultural interests of 
the country in the nf'io-hbourhood of Senna and Teta, by the large levies of slaves which 
have so Jo~g been made therefrom, and which has so deprived the agriculturists of the 
means of labour as to occasion the neglect of large tracts of country formerly under culti-
vation and from which the chiefs and owners derived con~iderabJe emoluments. In August 
1845, 'Dr. Peters, ~ German naturalist, writing to Captain Wyvill, of the "Cleopatra," from 
Sellna stated" that he had made several excursions through the country, even beyond the 
fronti:r of the Portuguese possessions; nothing can be imagined more miserable than the 
state of the country. Slave trade has ruined those who thought to profit by it, and the 
most beautiful and richest ground lay uncultivated; for they are depnved o! those whose 
natural c0nstitutions make them alone capable of Jabour under such a climate, whose poi-
SOIlOUS influence will always offer an invincible hindrance to European colonization." Here 
there is a very sufficient reason for the persons in this neighbourhood having turned their 
attention to legitimate commerce, ancl I sincerely trust that the doctor's statement will be 
in every way cOlTobora.ted, and that the people generally in those parts will eventually turn 
their means and attentIOn permanently to lawful traffic, to their final and complete aban-
donment of slave trade. 

In my l etter to their Lordships of the 6th July 1846, No. Ill, I reported that the Gover­
nor-general of Mozambique had, by directions from his Government, withdrawn a per­
miSSIon which he had issued to Her Majesty's cruisers, to enter such ports, &.c. in the 
territories of Her most faithful Majesty where there were not any competent authorities 
(Portuguese), and to seize vessels found therein engaged in slave trade. And in my letters 
of the 28th December 1846, No. 202, and 1 Ith June 1847, No. 104, I earnestly represented 
to their Lordships the evils of such a measure, and the probability of its adding fresh 
:stimulus to tbe slave trade. It has been, therefore, with the greatest pleasure that I have 
been furnished by Rear Admiral Reynolds with a copy of the protocol of conference, held 
on the 12th August 1847, between the plenipotentiaries of Great Britain and Portugal, by 
which the prohibition to our cruisers to enter the ports, &c. ill question has been removed; 
and I am convinced that such will be of the greatest benefit in suppressing the slave trade 
from the east coast of Africa. 

In my letter ofthe 28th December 1846, No. 202, I informed their Lordships that I had 
furnished each of the commanding officers under my orders with a copy of a letter from 
Captain Hnmerton, Her Majesty's consul at Zanzibar, representing that his Highness, the 
Imaum of Muscat, did not consider the ports in his dominions to be places of refuge, or 
as neutral pons, for any foreign ves&els carrying on the slave traGe; I did not, however, 
feel it expedient to issue to the commanding officers any definitive orders to act in a 
matter involving, as it did, a subject of national interference, until the same had been 
referred to Her Majesty's Government, (which I had no doubt Captait} Hamerton had 
done); I beg therefore to remind their Lordships of this circumstance, and also to call 
their attention to the laudable feeling thus evinced by the Imaum to suppress slave trade 
from his dominions, reflecting as it does so much credit on that liberal prince. 

Turning now to the other side of the Mozambique Chaunel, I have to refer their Lord. 
ships to the gratifsing results of the visits of Commander Brown, of the" Geyser," to 
Boyanna and ::)t. Augustin Bays, and to the successful treaties which he has concluded 
with Kint! Raboukie at the former place, and Prince William at Dartmouth River, both. 
of which chiefs have bound themselves not to engacre in slave trade, from their territories 
and copies of which treaties accompanied my letter so their Lordships of tile 21st of 
November last, No. 178. Although there lVas no reason to believe that slave trade has beell 
carried on from the west coast of Madagascar during the period of my command, still the 
engagement of these chiefs by formal treaties to abstain from slave trade transactiolls is 
very satisfactory, as it is impossibJe to calculate what fuLure interests may arise, which 
maY.Jllduce them to resort to such means of aggrandisement. The early appointment of a 
Bntlsh agent or cOllsul at Boyann~ and St. Augustin Bays, is now much to be desired, in 
or~er to secure the advantages wlllch. have been thus gained, and effectually bind these 
chle!s to. a faithful adherence to the1\' eng~gements. In the early part of the year, I 
recelv.ed mformatlon that slave vessels were in the practice of making their voyages to 
and !rom the western COllst of Afflca, a few degree, to the south of St. Helena, and which 
was In some degree corroborated by the captures made by the" Brilliant" and" Con­
way," alluded to in the former part of this letter, one of which vessels was taken in latitude 
\a8° 461 S., longitude 5° 20' W. With the view, therefore, of interrupti!)O" some of these 
nllel , in May last 1 stationed the" Nimrod" to the southward of St. Helena for some 

~s=i~,~=ii~;~B~e~lg~ra:v~e~~d~i;id not succeed in capturing any slave vessels, although he character. But I have no doubt the appearance of a ship of 
_aIool~gllt the slavers, und prove a subject of embarrass­

The fact. however, of the slave vessels 
t!!!I~~~~~~~ deaitable 
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In conclusion, I have to acquaint their Lordships that although, th~ gratifying I~r?spe~t 
of the entire suppression of slave trade from the east coast of Afnca IS very p:om!SIng,.lt 
appears to me that for some considerable time none of the measures now malO tamed tor 
its suppression should be relaxed. The constant appearance of vessels of war on the 
coast, and the frequent viRits to the different Portuguese ports will be n~cessar,y, not ?nly 
to deter the persons who formerly engaged in tlle slave trade from resumIng theH nefanous 
traffic and which immunity from interruption might induce them to aftempt, but also to 
keep the Portuguese authorities on the alert, and stimulate them to a faithful ,disch~rge of 
their duties, upon which so much of the success of the cause of tile suppressIOn of slave 
trade depends. 

The" NimIOd" not being fumished with fore ign slave-trade warrants, which renders her 
less efficient as a cruiser, I have made arrangements to appoint her to the duties of Mauri­
tius, for which she is better qualified, and to station both the" Brilliant" and" Eurydice" 
in the Mozambique for the suppression of slave trade. By this there will be two active 
and zealous officers, with fast-sailing ships, employed upon that duty, and the best means 
of the squadron will be employed to hasten the final suppression of slave trade from the 
east coast of Africa. 

I have, &c. 
H. G. Ward, Esq., M.P., &c. &c. &c. (signed) J. Dacres, 

Vice-Admiral. Admiralty. 

-No.6.-
(No·7·) 

LETTER from Her Majesty's Commissary Judge, Havana. 

My Lord, Havana, 26 January 1849. 
I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having been despatched 

hence, suspected of having been intended for slave trade, since my despatch, No. 64 of 
1848, dated the 20th of last month. Of those despatches hence during the last year there 
are accounts here, I am informed, of three having been captured, and it is said that the 
vigilance of the cruisers is so great on the eoast as to leave little hope of escape. They 
report that the cruisers are arranged within 20 miles of each other, and almost in sight, 
along the places of resort, so as to form a com plete blockade. As there is no particular 
demand for slaves, the dealers are therefore again obliged to discontinue further thoughts 

<of their trade. 
One vessel, however, has arrived duriug the month, but I understand it only brought 

about 50 slaves, having been chased off the coast before they could get the remainder 
()Il board. It came to the south side of the island, but to what part or to whom I cannot 
,jearn, and I have no doubt that the cargo has been at once taken on private account, and 
so, not coming into the market, may not he more heard of. A planter who was in the 
,city three days since, reported that he had been offered some of them. 

Mr. Crawford has shown me copies of the correspondence he has had with tbe captain­
general of this island respecting some evidently newly-introduced Africans, who were 
buought to this city on the 6th instant, in the rail-cars from San Antonio, who are said by 
the captain-general to have been a portion of those seized in July last. But if, as he main­
tained, there were then none brought except those of the felucca" Columbia," we know 
that those consisted almost entirely of children, whereas those brought on the 6th instant 
were reOlarkly tall strong young men. The captain-general therefore again appears to me 
to be allowing himself to receive any account the panies please to give him, without inquiry 
IOta the fact, With a view to arrest 01' punish such proceedings. 

I am glad to have to add, that this government have ceased putting on board the hulk, 
formerly the" Romney," any more persons coming from places where cholera exists. It is 
still, however, used for fumigating goods brought in vessels from such places. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) James Kenlledy. The Right Han. Visct. Palmerston, G. c. B., M. P. 

&c. &c. &c. 

'EXTRACT from a REPORT, dated 20 January 1849, presented by the Portuguese MilDeW 
for Foreign Affairs to the Portuguese Chamber of Deputies. 

I HAVE the greatest satisfaction in being able to annOllnce 
of slaves has ceased to be carried on under the Portuguese 
.0), owin/ol as much to the strict observance of the .. 
the Portuguese consuls in flll'cign countries, and • .h,~,.,nlt, ... iii'l·' 
,ervices of the Mixed Commissions and Coutt 
,persecution of OUl' cruizers on the Afl'ican i~iiti-:jfJ.iiii 
.uy the BI'itish GoY~rnment (Documelits 
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Documents referred to in the above Extract. 

( Translation.) 
(No.8.) 

'COpy of a paragraph from the Letter No. 10, from Joao Baptista Moreira, the Portuguese 
Consul-general in Rio de Janeiro, dated 28 April 1848, to the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. 

I CAN assure your Excellency most positively that slaving expeditions from-tois port to 
any part of the coast of Africa are, nnder our flag, wholly extinct; and that no vessel shall 
leave this place, even when laden with a legitimate cargo. without my being perfectly 
assured that the Portuguese name shall not suffer the least prejudice by such illegal as 
well as criminal speculations. 

Foreign Office, Lisbon'l 
20 January 1849· J 

(Correct.) 

(signed) Antonio Joaquim Gomes d'Oliveira. 

(No. g.) 

Illustrious and Excellent Senhor, 

IN pursuance of my duty I have to inform your Excellency that the brig "Bam 
S uccesso," Captain Joao Maximiano Pitta, Ouner, Manoel Jose Constantino, of Loando, 
from which place she arrived ·in ballast, on entering this port on the 18th instant was visited 
on the part of this Consulate, and no signs having been found of her having been engaged 
in the slave trade contrary to the decree of 10 December 1836, I have no suspicion 
attaching to her; all her papers and despatches are perfectly reguiar, and she sailed from 
that port on the 24th day of last month. I have very great satisfaction in cnaking the 
above communication to your Excellency, and still g reater in being able to state that in 
this province the smuggling of slaves has for a long time ceased. 

God preserve Your Excellency. 

Portuguese Consulate in Pernambuco" 
2g April 1848. J 

(signed) 

To the Illustrious and Excellent Duke of Saldanha, 
&C. &c. &c. 

Joaquim Bapti~ta Moreira, 
Consul. 

Foreign Office, LiSbOn,} 
~o J<lIlUary 1849. 

(Correct.) 

(signed) Antonio Joaquim Gomes d'Oliveira. 

(No. 10.) 

EXTRACT of a paragraph of Letter No. 16, dated 20 August 1847, from Joaquim Jose da 
Costa Portugal, Portuguese Consul in Bahia, to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

During the two years that I have held this Consulship not a single negro has arrived in 
the distnct appel'taining to it, in a ship under the Portuguese flag; this I am able to 
certify to your Excellency. 

Foreign Office, Lisbon,} 
20 January 1849. 

(Correct.) 

(signed) Antonio Joaquim Gomes d'Oliveira. 

Appendix, NO.3 .• ' 
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Her Majesty's Government have received with sincere. satisfa~tion this.l?roof of the 
activity of the Portuguese squadron, and of the good falth of tne authorItles by whom 
its proceedings are directed. 

I take this opportunity of repeating to your Excellency the assurance of my highest 
consideration and esteem. 

His Excellency Sen. J. J. Gomes de Castro, 
&c. &C. &c. 

Enclosure in No. 11. 

(signed) <- G. H. Seymour. 

My Lord, Loanda, 24 April 1848. 
WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 15th ultimo the crews of Her 

most faithful Majesty's ships of war,. Relampago, Ninfa e .Constitui9ao, cruisin~ .off 
Bcnguella Velha, were landed at that POlDt for the purpose of gOlllg through and examlDlng 
the different barracoons there situated. On this occasion they found one 80 feet in length, 
and 45 in breadth, in which there were considerable quantities of beans, Indian corn, mats, 
20 muskets, and a great many iron collars for slaves; and considering these articles to be 
a clear proof that the barracoon was intended for slaves destined for embarkation, the 
officer in command determined on setting fire to the barracoon, the existence of which is 
declared in the official report of the commandant of the Portuguese naval station to be in 
contravention of the treaties and of existing in structions. 

The barracoon was said by the neighbours to be the property of Manoel Jose Constantino, 
but it was found completely deserted, the parties belonging to it having fled on the first 
approach of the naval force. 

The Viscount Palmerston, G .c. B., 

&c. &c. &c. 

(No. 12.) 

We have, &c. 

(signed) George Jackson, 
Edmund Gabriel. 

Monsieur Ie Ministre, Lisbon, 16 September 1848. 
I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of the note which your Excellency did me the honour 

to address to me 011 the 9th instant. 

The resolution of the ministry, relating to the destruction by powder of all vessels taken 
at Loanda, like any other demonstration of a fixed purpose of putting an end to an odious 
traffic, will, I am confident, be received with great satisfaction by Her Majesty's Govern­
ment, and I beg to offer to your Excellency my warm thanks for being enabled to make 
them so agreeable a communication. 

I avaii myself of this occasion to renew to your Excellency the assurance of my highest 
consideration and esteem. . 

His Excellency Sen. 1. J. Gomes de Castro. (signed) G. H. Se'!jmour. 

Monsieur Ie Ministre, British Legation at LisbDn, 26 Dec. 1848. 

1 HA" E the honour to transmit to your Excellency a copy of a letter which was addressed 
on the. 20th July last, by the Commodore of Iler Majesty's squadron on the West Coast 
of Afnca to Senhor da Cunha, late governor of Angola, on the occasion of his relinquisllio(1' 
the command of that province. ~ 

In communicating this paper to your Excellency, I am iostructed by Viscount 
to state,. tha~ Her Majesty'.s ?ove~nment highl'y app~eciate the energy and 
has dlstmgulshed the admlmstration of that high-mInded and meritorious 

I avail myself of this opportunity to repeat to your .t;x:cel.leol\:j 
highest consideration and esteem. 

His Excellency the Villcounf; de ~r'l 
lite. &c. lite • .. 
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Enclosure in No. 13. 

Sir, Penelope, St. Paul de Loanda, 20 July 1848. 
UNDERST A NDING that your Excellency will shortly relinquish the government of this 

colony, I do myself the honour to request yo~r Excellency: to accept my thanks for ~he 
cordial co-operation which you have been pleased to render 111 all matters connected wIth 
the suppression of the slave trade. 

The assistance which your Excellency has invariably afforded to the cruizer~ of Her 
Britannic Majesty calls f01' my sincere acknowledgments; the resources of the port have 
been placed entirely at their disposal, and their 'wants supplied as far as circumstances 
permitted. 

It will be my duty to make Her Majesty's Government acquainted with these services, 
and I am satisfied that they will be highly gratified with the loyalty and sincerity with 
which the representative of Her most faithful Majesty has carried out the desire of the 
two governments, and thankful for the ready aid granted to their ships. 

His Excellency P. A. da Cunha, 
&c. &.c. &.c. 

I have, &.c. 

(signed) Charles Hotham, 
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

(1.) 

MEMORANDUM showing, so far as can be ascertained at the Foreign Office, the 
PRICE of SLAVES in Cuba and in Brazil in 1847 and 1848, and the Price in former 
Times, before the Maritime Police, under Treaties and Acts of Parliament, became 
effective. 

YEAR. \ _________ p~R_Ie_E_· _________ I--~----------A-U-T-H-O-R-I-T-Y-.-------------
CUllA: 

1821 (a) 100 dollars; say 20l. 

1847 - - From 450 to 500 dollars; 
say 100 l. to 12ol. 

- -About 400 dollars; say 
80 /.(6) 

BRAZIL: 
1821 (c) 100 dollars; say 201. 

1847 - About 50 I. 

Not known. 

Bandinel on Slave Trade, p. 288. 
- - Captain Matson. (See Report of Committee 
of House of Commons on Slave Trade, 1848, 
Nos. 1494, 1495, 1496.) 
- - Mr. Kennedy's Despatch of 1 January 1849, 
read by Lord Palmerston to the Committee, 
19 March 1849. 

Bandinel on Slave Trade, p. 288. 
- - See Report of Committee of House of Com­
mons on Slave Trade, 1848, Nos. 4103, 4104. 
4106. 4686. 1866. 3358. 3510. 6570. and 
5493· 

(a) No statement of price between 1784 and this period can be found; but it is to be 
presumed that the small naval force employed under the inefficient treaty of 1817 could 
not have much affected the slave trade of Cuba up to this time. 

(6) Estimated price that a newly-imported slave would fetch. 

lI .. ' ...... ldlillof Brazil.,,:as almost wholly unrestricted in ~821. The treaty of ... II" {itolublt slue trade from the coast of Afnca south of the Line 

Appendix, NO.3. 



APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

(2.) 
I,IST of SLAVE VESSELS captured in the Years 1847 and 1848 by Her Majesty's Cruizers employed in the ISuPPlresllion 

of the Slave Trade (80 far as is known at the Foreign Office). 

Date By what 
Name of Vessel. of Sentence. Court Tonnage. 

Capture. Adjudicated. 

c 1847 : 
1. Telma - 10 January Condemned - Vice· Admiralty Court, llg~ 

St. Helena. 
2 .. Constante Amizadc 14 - ditto - ditto - 65 
3, Anna c Constancia Ig ditto Vice.Admiralty Court, 104 "Ql a'o 

Sierra Leone. 
4 . Phedro • 29 - ditto ditto· 92 H£-~ 
5· Phaon . 18 February - ditto Vice· Admiralty Court, 200 (about). 

the Cape. 
6. Nictheroy 26 · ditto - Vice.Admiralty Court, 153 

St. Helena. 
7. Saron . 18 March - - ditto ditto· 123 
8. Jupiter. 18 - ditto - ditto - 63 
g. Brig, unknown (supposed 19 - ditto - Vice· Admiralty Court, 415 (foreign). 

Tres Amigos). Sierra Leone. 
10. Brig, unknown (supposed 25 - ditto . ditto· 179 

Rey d' Aquiton). 
11. Taglioni 30 - ditto - ditto - 86 
12. Schooner, unknown 30 - ditto Vice.Admiralty Court, 67il o -

St. Helena. 
13. Joanito - 4 April - ditto _ ditto· 52 
14. Bahiano 11 - ditto Vice.Admiralty Court, 83 ,6,2-fo 

Sierra Leone. 
15· Schooner, unknown 17 - ditto - ditto· 35 5+a·~~ -
16. Felucca, unknown • 17 - ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 80 ft. long, 22 § ft. brd., 

St. Helena. 3 ft . 9 inches deep. 

17· Gustavo Primeiro - 18 ditto - ditto - 11 5 
18. Barque, unknown - 24- - ditto - Vice.Admiralty Court, 376 (foreign). 

Sierra Leone. 
19· Sloop, unknown 5 May · ditto ditto - 38 (foreign) 
20. Duas Irmaa.s - 24 - ditto Vice.Admiralty Court, 56 

St. Helena. 
21. Tito 26 - ditto - Vice-Admimlty Court, 213 ~-Ht 

Sierra Leone. 
22. Braziliense 5 June - ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 211 ;} 

St. Helena. 
23· felucca, unknown - 19 ditto ditto - 80 ft. long, 24 ft. brd., 

11 ~ ft. deep. 
Ferao 24· 24 ditto Vice.Admiralty Court, 83 H!% 

Sierra Leone. 
25. Brig, unknown 12 ditto - ditto - 189 # l-g- -
26. Principe d'Onim 25 Restored - ditto - 118 (foreign). 
27. Sao Sebasteao 2 July Condemned Vice.Admiralty Court, 66 (foreign). 

St. Helena. 
28. Esperto 9 ditto ditto - 14-5:l 
29. Brig, unknown 9 · ditto ditto - 207 
30 .• Dez. d'Outubro 16 ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 28 ~~%8ij 

Sierra Leone. 
3,1. Faisca - 19 ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 191 

St. Helena. 
32 • Pvendedora - 22 ditto Vice.Admimlty Court, 113*33 

Sierra Leone. 
33· Faisca - 24 - ditto ditto - 50 N o?; 
34· Romeo Primeiro . 22 - ditto ditto - 93tfJ* 
35· Polacca Brig (supposed 26 - ditto - ditto - 1160 foreign). 

N"a Sen" de la Gardia). 
36. Graya - - • - 26 - ditto ditto -
37· Esperanya 30 - ditto ditto -
38. Brigantine, unknown 6 August - - ditto - Vice.Admiralty Court, 

St. Helena. 
39· Lebro - 7 ditto Vice .. Admiralty Court, 

Sierra Leone. 
40. Unknown 11 - ditto - ditto -
41. Brigantine, unknown 11 ditto - ditto -
42. Adelaide 12 - ditto Vice-Admiralty 

43· Nero 18 
<14· Theodosia - l-5 

45· Mada da Gloria IS. 
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N arne of Vesse!. 

46. Phrenix 

47. Maria Thereza 
48. Astrea -
49. Scbooner (supposed Facei­

rinha). 
50. Atrevida 

51. Aventureiro -
52. Schooner(suppIlsed Maria) 

5:3. Venus -

54. Sappho -
55. Barque, unknown 
56. Brig, unknown 
57. Atrevida 

58. Sylphide 

S9. Quatorze de Novembro -

60. Heroina 
61. Rey Bango -
62. St. Antonio Ditozo 
63. Eolo 
64- Isabel -
65. Brig, unknown 
60. Boa Fe -
67. Luiza 
68. Conceigao 

69. Brigantine, unknown (sup­
posed Palma). 

70. Schooner, unknown 

71. Brig, unknown 

72. Schooner, unknown 
73. Maria Augutita 

74. Aguia -
75· Brig (supposed Malaga) -
76. Santa Anna -

77. Caeo 

78. Cidadc d' Angra 

1. Umbelina 

'1. Pedreira 
3. Alzira -

Date 
of 

Capture. 

1847 : 
29 August -

9 Septern 
9 

10 

1 October 
2 

7 

8 
8 
9 

II 

19 

g4 
27 
3 ['Iovernn,'rl 
6 
7 

15 
15 
20 

23 

I Decem 

2 

8 
11 

II 

16 

1 January 

4 
5 

12 

14 
14 

Sentence. 
By ,.hat 

Court 
Adjudicated. 

Condemned - Vice-Admiralty Court, 

- ditto 
- ditto 

ditto 

- ditt.) 

- ditto 
- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditt(l 
ditto 

- ditto 
- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 

ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
- ditto 

~ ditto 
- ditto 
- ditto 

- diLlo 

- ditto 

St. Helena. 
- ditto -

ditto -
Vice-Admiralty Court, 

Sierra Leone. 
Vice-Admiralty Court, 

St. Helena. 
- ditto -

- Vice.Admiralty Court, 
Sierra Leone. 

Vice-AdmiraltY 'Court, 
St. Hel€na. 

- ditto -
- ditto -
- ditto -
I\lixed British and 

Spanish Court, 
Sierra Lenne. 

- Vice.Admiralty Court, 
St. Helena. 

- ditto -

- ditto -
- ditto -
- ditto -
- ditto -
- ditto -
- ditto 
- ditto -
- ditto -
- ditto -

Vice-Admiralty Court, 
Sierra Leo~ e. 

Vice-Admiralty Comt, 
St, Helena. 

- ditto -

ditto -
Vice-Admiralty Court , 

Sierra Leone. 
- ditto -
- ditto -
Vice-Admi,'alty Court, 

S t. Hel ena. 
ditto -

- ditto -

Tonnage. 

145 (foreign). 

7q 
159 
37HH 

113 
30 -i ) 2()8(f 

180 ~ 

173 
300 (foreign) . 
240 (foreign). 
42 -:r1-tl09r; 

312 

65 ft. long, 19 ft. 4 in. 
broad,9 ft. 7 in. deep. 

62 (foreign). 
10 

01 (foreign). 
77 

1'1 0 ~ 
152 H 
53 (foreign). 

J 62 ~ 
8 I f1. iong,- 21 ft. 4 in. 

broad, 9 i ft. deep. 
95 ft. long, 26 ft. broad, 

1 S ft. deep. 
70 fLlong, 16 ft . broad, 

6 ft . deep. 
125 f1. long, 28 ft. 
broad, 14 ft. deep. 

49 ~ 
78 Hi ~ 

9.sHU 
1 67 :/,20°0 -

56 ft. long, 14 ft. broad, 
9 ! ft. deep . 

106 ft. 4 ~ in. long, 
J'2 ! fL broad, 12 ft. 
deep. 

276 

TOTAL of Slaves Captured in 1847 _ 

Condemned - Vice.Admiralty Court, 
St. HElena. 

• ditto 
- ,huo 

- ditto 

• ditto 
- ditto 

- ditto -
Vice-Admiralty Court, 

the Cape. 
Vice-Admiralty Court, 

St. Helena. 
- ditto • 
Vice-Admiral tv Court, 

Sierra Leon·e. 
- Vice-Admiralty Court, 

St. HeleDIl. 

114 (foreign). 
4~ 3 (foreign). 

66 (foreign). 

I,) 6 (foreign). 
49HU 

95 ft.lonjZ', 26 ft. broad, 
13 ft. deep. 

124 (foreign). 

137 

Number 
of Slaves 
Captured. 

237 

60 

747 
85~ 
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Date By what 
Tonnage. Name of Vessel. of Sentence. Court 

Capture. Adjudicated. 

1848 : 
Vice-Admiralty Court, 103 ft. long, 'J 7 ft. 3 in. 

14· Brigantine, unknown 9 February Condemned -
St. Helena. brd.~ 12 ft. 9 in. deep. 

15· Pagaseira 10 ditto ditto unknown 

16. Monarcha 13 - ditto - ditto - - 94 ft. long, 27 ft. broad, 
15 ft. deep. 

17· Gentil Africano <- 18 - ditto - ditto - 316 t 
18. Brigantine, unknown 24 - ditto - ditto - 85 ft. 4~ in. long, 21 ft. 

brd., 12 ft. 2 in. deep. 

19· Constancia 28 - ditto - ditto - - 78 ft. long, 22 ft. broad, 
14 ft. deep. 

20. Maria - 7 March - - ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 78mt 
Sierra Leone. 

2!. Flora 13 - ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 179 (foreign). 
St. Helena. 

112. Dois Amigos - 14 - ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 78h~& 403 
Sierta Leone. 

23· Nereide 20 - ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 101 i 354 
St. Helena. 

24· Cazualidade - 22 - ditto - ditto - 248* (old admea-
surement). 

25· Flor do Marium ').2 - ditto ditto - 149* (old admea- 270 

26. Guahyba 24 - dilto Vice·Admiralty Court, 
surernent). 

87n"d!~ 
Sierra Leone. 

27· Venus - 24 - ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 113 (foreign). 
St. Helena. 

28. Vigilante 25 ditto - ditto - 74 
2!J. Zefero - 31 - ditto - ditto - 180 
30 . S" Francisco de Boa Fe - 2 April - ditto - dttto - 74 (foreign). 
31. Princeza Dona Isabel 3 - ditto - ditto - 149 275 
32. Mercurio 7 - ditto - ditto - 218 
33· BelJo .Mequellino 22 - ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 14°,l,oo%- 52\! 

Sierra Leone. 
34· Secundo Andorinha 24 - ditto - ditto - 64HH 501 
35· Meltemao 1 May ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 95 k 

St. Helena. 
36. Aurora - ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 

Sierra Leone. 
35m& 

37· Temerario 3 diHo - Vice-Admiralty Court, 128 495 
St. Helena. 

~7 (foreign) 38. Josephina 4 - ditto . ditto - - 250 
39· l\laria Candida 5 - ditto - ditto - 41 (foreign). 
40 . Paquete do Cabo - 11 - ditto - ditto - 83 ~ 
41. Anna Carolina 11 - ditto - ditto - 130 * (old admea-

Santa Cruz 
surement). 

4~· 14 - ditto - ditto - lOa ft. long, \!6 ft. 9 in. 

Triunfo de Brazil ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 
brd., 12 ft. 3 in. deep. 

43· - 19 - - 4 1 lu 
Sierra Leone. 

44· Schooner, unknown 22 - ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 94 ft. long, 21 ft. broad, 
St. Helena. 9 ft. deep. 

45· Maid of Islay 25 Restored Vice-Admiralty Court, 86H 
Sierra Leone. 

46. Pharfao 31 Condemned - - ditto - - 99 ft. long, 25 ft. broad, 

Castro 3° 10 June ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 
14 ft. deep. 

47· - 81 
St. Helena. 

43. Pens amen to - J4 . ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 
Sierra Leone. 

247 (foreign) - 5S9 

49· Brigantine, unknown 18 - ditto . Vice-Admiralty Court, 86 ft. long, 26 ft. broad, 
St. Helena. 13 ft. deep. 

50. Traga Amelias 19 - ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 63~ 
Sierra Leone. 

51. Marianna 20 - ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 
St. Helena. 

52. Thereza 211 - ditto - ditto -
53· Bella Maria - 22 - ditto - ditto -
54· Curioso 24 - ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 

Sierra Leone. 
55· Andorinha 28 . ditto - ditto -

56. Secundo de Sulho - 2 July 
57· Brigantine, unknown 5 .. 
~B. Brig, unknown 7 
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Date By what Number 
Name of Vessel. of Sentence. Court Tonnage. of Slaveil 

Capture. Adjucated. Captured. 

1848 : 
Condemned Vice Admiralty Court, 5g. Oceano - - • - 9 July - - 143 

St. Helena. 

60. Saphira - - - 11 - - ditto - - ditto - - - 172 I 
61. Filicidade - - - 15 - - ditto - - ditto - - - 152 11- - - 379 

62. Feliz Sociedade - - 18 - - ditto - - ditto - - - 75tt. long, 20ft. broau, 
8~ ft. deep. 

63. Nova Roza - - - 28 - - (litto - - ditto - - - 152 (foreign). 

64. Polka - - - - 5 August - - ditto - - ditto - - - 165 - - 29 

65. Alert - - - - 10 - - ditto - Vice Admiralty Court, 97 T
10 

Sierra Leone. 

66. Tentador - - - 19 - - ditto - Vice Admiralty Court, 68 ft. long, 23 ft. 1 in. 
St. Helena. broad, 10 ft. 11 in. 

deep. 
67· Gaia - - - - 23 - - ditto - - ditto - - - 83 ! ft. long, 23 ft. 9 in. 

broad, 12 ft. deep. 
68. San Francisco - - 27 - - ditto - Vice Admiralty Court, 5310 

Sierra Leone. 

69· Barque, unknown - - 31 - - ditto - Vice Admiralty Court, 103ft. long, 25ft. broad, 
St. Helena. 17 ft. deep. 

70. J .. ouisa • - · - 4 Sept. - - ditto - Vice Admiralty Court, 68 -I'o 
Sierra Leone. 

71. Brig, unknown - - 6 - - ditto - Vice Admiralty Court, Ig6 . - 42 7 
Achilles St. Helena. . 

72• - - - 7 - - ditto Vice-Admiralty Court, 208 1\ -
Sierra Leone. 

73· St. Antonio Triumfo - 10 - · ditto - - ditto - - - 58 -to - - 288 
74. Schooner, unknown - 15 - - ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, g2 ft. long, 23 ft. 4 in . 12 

St. Helena. broad, 12 ft. 6 in. 
deep. 

75. Raspate · - - 17 - - ditto · Vice-Admiralty Court, 95 1
20 

Sierra Leone. 

76. Josefa . · · · 18 - · ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 
St. Helena. 

137 

77. Bern Destino · · 19 - · ditto · - dtto . - 174 
78. Phenix· · - - 3 Oct. - · ditto - - ditto - - - 168~ 

7g. New Packet - · · 4 - - ditto - - ditto - - - 82~ fLlong, 23 ft. broad, 

80. Gerardo Not reported • not reported 
1 2 ~ ft. deep. - · · 5 - - . not reported. 

81. Andorinha - · - 12 - Condemned - Vice-Admiralty Court, 3\! Yo 
Sierra Leone. 

82. Braziliense - · · 12 - · ditto - - ditto - - - 165 T
2
0 - - 70 3 

83. Quatro Andorinha - - 5 Nov. - - ditlo · - ditto - . - 76 fo . - 388 
84. Meteoro - - - 21 - - ditto - Vice-Admiralty Court, 

St. Helena. 
121 

85. Bem Successo · - 25 Dec. . Not reported - not reported - - not reported . 
86. Vengador · - - not reported - ditto - - ditto - - - - ditto. 

Total of Slaves captured in 1848 - . 0709 

1847 is believed to comprise the whole of the captures made dnring that year. That for 
~:,J;;:=: the Returns of cases adjudicated by the Mixed Commissions and the Vice Admiralty Court~, 
II laato But the&e Returns da not comprise all the cases captured within the year. Three of 

~'r;m~· CIIIltulred in 1848, but had not been adjucated up to the 31St of December. There 
&pl~ ~ure yet to be reported. 
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APPEN IJIX TO Fl!{ST REI'OHT F IWM THE 

Appendix, No.4. 

COPIES of DESPATCHES received by the BOARD of ADMJRALTY from Commodore Sir 
Charles Hotham, R.C .ri ., on the subject of the SLAVE TRADE,' since the Report of the 
Committee on Slave Trade in the SessioIl. of 1848. 

o 

Admiralty, } 
17 April 1849, 

(No. 223.) 

J. H. HAY. 
Chief Clerk. 

- No.l,-

Sir, " ,Penelope," Loanda, 25 June 1848.. 
I 1-1 A V E the honour to transmit the reply of his Excellency the Governor-general of 

Angola to my letter, dated 23 November 1847, "" conveying their Lordships'instructions, 
that the officers in command belonging to this squadron should notify to the Portuguese 
authorities the existence of barracoons, with a request that the forces of that natIOn should 
be employed in their destruction. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty, 
&c. &co &c. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Charles Hotltam, 

Commodore and Commander. in-Chief. 

Enclosure in No.1. 

TRANSLATlON. 

Palace of the Government of Loanda~ 
Illustrious Sir, 20 June 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt oryour Excellency's despatch,dated from 
Ascension, on board the" Penelope," 23 November 1847, by which your Excellency gave 
me notice that you had received instructions from the British Admiralty to order the cruizers 
lmder your command to notify officially to the Governor-general of Angol~, and to the 
Portuguese cruizers on this coast, every information relative to the existence of barracoons, 
or establishments intended for the slave trade, situated in Portuguese territory; in conse­
quence of the orders having been given in virtue of notes which had been passed between, 
the minister plenipotentiary of Her Britannic Majesty at the Court of Lisbon and Senor 
I idefonso Leopoldo Bayard, suggesting first, that they should take efficacious means to 
prevent the building of barracoons in the Portuguese territory; and lastly, asking if there 
would be any objection to orders being given to the Govel'llor-general of the province of 
Angola, and th e commander of tbe naval station, to order them to destroy such barracoons 
as the British crui zers might officially report as existing fur the purpo~e of slave trade, 
whenever the persons charged with that service, and who must always be Portuguese, should 
find in such barracoons either slaves or articles known to be used in that service; and that, 
although it would be more than probable that I sbould be informed of the intentions of tlie 
Government of Her most faithful Majesty before the despatch of your Excellency should 
,reach me, and th at, therefore, I should be prepared to receive any notification which might 
be made to me in that sense, still the communication with Europe being uncertain, your 
Excellency thought fit to forward to rue the extracts from the despatehes before-mentioned, 
being fully convinced that I should enter into the spirit of the instructions, and act 
according ly. 

And, finall y, your Excellency says, that this arrangement between the two ,,·ovelrnT.nel~hl 
i.n some degree advances the measures for t.he final extinction of the traffic 
the coast, and that your Excellency would give instructions to the cOlumlll.Jl'lil 
cruizers umier your orders to consult me in all cases, whether of celrtamtv {II' 
Excellency fee'ling certain that on my part I should employ on all occ~aSJOIIII8 
are within my power to obtain the end in view. In reply, I 
Excellel,"cy :-

I, That on the 14th of last September I received orders IrO,m"1IJl 
burning the barracoons, much in the same tenor as 
the first instance of the determination of Her most THILUlIIl ; 
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2. That I shall always be ready to co-operate with your Excellency in the extinction of Appendix, No, 4. 
the slave trade. 

3. That the destruction of the barracoons on this coast is of old date; for since I have 
been charged with the l.:ommand, whether of the squadron or provin ce, ma ny ba ve been 
burned between the river Dandy and south of Benguela; the las t instance at Old Beng utla, 
on the 15th of last March. 

4. That I think'i t right to observe to your Excellency that very li ttle goorl resul ~s from 
the burning of those barracoons, unless the slaves are captured at the same time, willch has 
not yet been the case, because the illj ury d?ne to the slave trade is trifl ing, the baJ'l'acoons 
be illD" constructed of cheap matenal, and eaSIly butlt : the slave dealers then carry them back 
into ~h e illterior, where they are all either out of reach or in inaccessible pl~es, and com­
paratively more secure. 

5. Notwithstanding all those reflections, whenever it was possible, the orrlers of Her most 
faithful Majesty on this subject have been rigidly executed, and In a manner satisfactory to 
the wishes of Her Britannic Majesty. 

6. That I thank your Excellency for the opinion wh ich you have expressed relative to the 
loyalty with which 1 have executed the treaty made between our two Governments; would 
that my co-operation therein co uld have been more efficacious. . 

7. And, finally, that I hope the zeal which no w impels me may never fail, and that I may 
continue III the consideration and es teem of your Excellency. 

God preserve your Excellency, &c. 

(signed) P. A. da CUI/lta, 
lllm· Exmo Sen' Sir Charles H otham, K.C.B. Governor-general. 

Commodore and Commander-in -Chief, 
Her Britannic Maj esty's Naval Forces, 

West Coast of Africa. 

- No.2.-

(No. 231.) 

Sir, "Penelope," Loanda, 30 June 1848. 

I REQ U EST ,Vou to inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that since the 14th 
of October 1847 to tbe date hereof, being a period of 8 months and 18 days, the squadron 
under my command has, so far as I have received ad vices, captured 65 slave vessels, amount­
ing to 9,168 ton s, and containing 4,745 s laves. 

2. During the prev ious 12 months, the total number of captures alllounted only to 57 
vessels alld 4,822 slal'es. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty, 
&.c. &c. &c. 

(~o. 243,) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Charles Hotham, 

Commodore and Commander~in-Chief. 

- No.3.-

Sir, " Penelope," St. Paul de Loanda, 19 July 1848. 
I REQUEST you will lay before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the accom­

pallying statement of captures lIlade by th e squ adron under my command, between the 14th 
of October 1846 and the 13th .T ul y 11l48, a period of 21 months. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty, 
&e. &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Charles f/otltam, 

Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure in No.3. 

oifiai!~'ttle Nnmber of VESSELS Captured by Her Majesty's Squadron on 
_ • .,'~a. on the of being engaged in the Slave Trade, during 

31st .Decimiber 1846, and for the same 
_~.O"j_ 11M8. 
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~PPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

14th October 1846 to 13th July 1848.-21 Months. 

(Squadron under the command of Commodore Sir Charles Hotham.) 

!l31 vessels condemned for being engaged in the slave trade. 
11,214 slaves released. 

Difference in favour of the present squadron:-
35 vessels. 

5,249 slaves. 
c (signed) Chas. Hotltam, 

Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

-No.4.-

(No. 298.) 
Sir, " Penelope," in Elephant Bay, 17 August 1848. 

1. I REQUEST you will lay the accompanying letter from Commander Dixon, of Her 
Majesty's sloop" Rapid," before my Lords Commissioners orthe Admiralty. 

2. After the opinion delivered by Captain Denman before the Sugar and Coffee Committee, 
that proper principles are not pursued by this squadron in their endeavours to suppress the 
slave trade, I feel that I am not needlessly troubling their Lordships in requesting you to lay 
before the Board the opinion of an officer who for some time commanded the Sierra Leone 
division. 

3. Should it be necessary to pursue this subject any further, I can without difficulty pro­
cure sufficient evidence to overturn remarks which appear to have been made without due 
reflection. 

4. In the meantime I may add, that Commander Dixon's informants are the slave 
dealers themselves and the neighbouring chiefs, who, to obtain their annual stipend, are 
deeply interested in the suppression of the slave trade. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Chas. Hotham. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty, Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 
&c. &c. &.c. 

Enclosure in No.4. 

Sir, Her Majesty's Ship" Rapid," 1 June 1848. 
I RA VE the honour to inform you that tv the best of my belief no vessel has escaped with 

slaves from the Gallinas or Shebar, from the 1st of November 1847 to the 12th of May 
1848. 

Commodore Sir Chas. Hotham, K.C.B., 
Commander-in-Chief. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Edw. Dixon, 

Commander, late Senior Officer, Sierra Leone 
Division. 

-No.5.-
(No. 299.) 

Sir, "Penelope," in Elephant Bay, 17 August 1848. 
IN the evidence given before the Sugar and Coffee Committee, Captain Denman says, 

" that as long as the principle is not adopted of blocking up the points of embarkation we 
are doing llothing effective to the suppression of the slave trade; and also that proper prin· 
ciples have not been acted upon by the squadron on the coast." 

Had these opinions been preferred by any other person I should not have thought it 
advisable to offer an explanation; but when a grave assertion is put forth by an officer 
generally considered to possess much information on matters connected with the slave 
I feel it incumbent on me to solicit their Lordships' indulgence whilst I endeavour to 
subject before them, detail the configuration of the coast, and the different m(MJeIit!tl!Pi 
in the exportation of slaves. 

If circumstances compelled the dealers to ship from particular 
would be lllore easy than to anchor the cruizers off the depots, 
the very reverse of this takes place. Along a of the 
parallel with the sea; these waters may be COlllSl·'delred. 
are transported from point to point, and shjpped, 
position of the cl'uizer. 

Where this facility does not exist 
to spot; the chiefs of the 
conditional on their retlldelrinlt~~ 
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In order to show the natural advantage which the west coast of Africa offers to this ~escrip­
tion of traffic, I have caused a chart to be constructed, and the course of the mternal 
waters inserted in it. 

In the margin 1 have set .forth th.e li~1e. of country .wh~re ~he slave. tra~e is actively con­
ducted, and if the whole distance IS divided by 24, It will give 91 miles for each CfUlzer to 
watch. 

Now will any ma,n in his senses believe that a ship assisted by her boats can guard 91 
miles? 

In the month of February, during a full moon, and the finest season of the year, Captain 
Eden proved that the time ~hich elapsed betwee~ the departure of a cruizer until she was 
out of sight was only ten mmutes, and the expenment was .made un~er t~e most favourable 
circumstances, and not during the harmattans and fogs whICh prevail durmg ~e months of 
the year. . 

It is a fallacy to suppose that ~he. ~rench re?der us a?y assl~tance; they are generally in 
harbour, or, if at sea, confine their VISits to theu own ships. Smce October 1846 they have 
not detained a vessel on suspicion of being engaged in the slave trade. 

If the merits of the plan pursued since I assumed the command are to stand upon their 
results, and a comparison drawn with the past, the balance will be largely in my favour. 
Commodore Jones's sqnadron, during 22 months, commencing 1st April 1844 and ending 
31st January 1846, captured and condemned 100 slave vessels, with 6,515 slaves on 
board. 

Sir Charles Hotham's squadron, during 22 months, commencing 14th October 1846, and 
ending 13th August 1348, has captured and condemned 143 slave vessels, with 11,700 slaves 
on board. 

Equally satisfactory has been the health of the squadron; the deaths have been in the 
proportioll of 1 ~ per cent., and the number of invalids have been reduced three-fourths. 

1 am aware that many people believe the demand for slaves to be increased in proportion. 
I have no data whereon to offer an opinion, but I know from good authority that during the 
month of Mayor June 10,000 slaves were landed at a port near Rio, not from the west coast 
Df Africa, but hom Mozambique. 

This information, which Commander Hope received from a dealer at Loango, is corro­
borated by the master of the "Feliz Sociedade," captured by the "Contest," who assured 
Commander M'Murdo, "that the slave trade upon the west coast of Africa would be quite 
at an end were it not assisted by the v~ry large importations from that of the east, where all 
the vessels of large tonnage are now sent;" which, I presume, means that the dealers at 
Rio were compelled to resort to the Mozambique Channel for the purchase of slaves; and 
this Rtatement is again confirmed by the slave dealers at Quicombo. Thus the havoc com­
mitted by the cruizers of this squadron is acknowledged by three different parties. 

Their Lordships will observe that I have confined this despatch entirely to the question of 
keeping the cruizers under sail off the coast, or placing them off a particular place at 
anchor. 

To the plan I have pursued Captain Denman informs the Committee, that in part he attri­
butes the increase of the slave trade. It is for their Lordships to draw their own conclu­
sions; to their decision, be it what it may, I am ready to bow, but I am not disposed to 
follow the dicta of an officer who is believed never to have been stationed in the Bight of 
Benin, or on the south coast, and to have gained his information from what he saw on the 
north coast, from Cape Roxo to Cape Palmas, being only one-third of the whole station. 
And ~.hen 1 find that, e~cepting the years 1837 and 1839, the squadron on the west coast 
of Africa has captured, ill 12 months, a greater number of slaves than the ships of all the 
other squadrons put together, I trust thl'ir Lordships will not think that I am taking too 
much to myself in declaring, that I believe the arrangements hitherto made to have been 
as complete and satisfactory as circumstances would permit. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary of the Admiralty. (signed) Charles Hotham, 

Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

-No.6.-
(No. 319.) 

S' '. Penelope, St. Paul de Loanda, 30 September 1848. 
1. O'JI the amval of the new governor-general, Adriao Acca~io da Silveira Pinto, the 

Manoel Thomaz da Silva Cordeiro, took occasion to inform me 
stringent orders from his government not to chase or capture 

if she should be beyond the distance of three miles from 
,ret:&ll.i.t.iDI/: to be informed what courae he iDtended 

"'_P'~'!'~"'! ....... the ttiree but aucceeded in cross~ 
the accord. 

Appendix, NO.4. 

From Cape St. Paul 
to the River Quorra, 
375 miles. 
From Cape Roxo 
to Cape Palmas, 
770 miles. 
From Cape Lopez 
to Little Fish Bay, 
1,050 miles. 
Total, 2,195 miles. 
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slave trade; and it may be presumed that henceforth they will pursue the traffic with 

impunity. .. . .' h d 
3. There is a very common ImpressIOn that the governor-general of Angola IS fUlnJS e 

with instructions to relax the stringency with which the treaty has heretofore been earned 
out; and if this is not the case, it is supposed that the arrangemen ts dependmg upon him 
will no longer be efficacious, or afford .much obstruction to the traffic. '. 

4. Vessels owned by Portuguese Will be sailed under BraZllian colours; and m a shol t 
time I make no doubt that they will sail at night from the port of Loand~. . . . 

5. ]" am told that the tone of the officers about the govemor-generalls 111 nd Icule . of our 
previous efforts, alild the nvu-efficieney of the system ill general.. At present, nothJl1g has 
occurred which would justify a representation to him; but their Lordships may depend, 
tha.t if a favOlh'able opportunity presents itself, I shall im mediately profit by It. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty, 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 
(s igned) Charles flotham, 

COlllmodore lind Commander-in-Chief. 

- No.7.-

(No. 336.) 

Sir, " Penelope," St. Paul de Loanda, 16 October 1848. 
1. I REQUEST you will lay the accompanying letter from Her Majesty's Vice Consul at 

Loanda, before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and inform their Lordships that 
the part of the coast alluded to by Mr. Brand extends from Ihe River Congo to Benguela. 

2. The state of the European mercantIle world has, unquestionably, operated in checking 
the sale of slaves in Brazil; at the same time, I am intimately cOllvinced that the activity 
of the cruizers has dealt a heavy blow to the slave trade, and rendered the losses of the 
dealers unusually great. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) CAm'les Hotham, The Secretary of the Admiralty, 

&c. &c. &c. Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure in No.7. 

Sir, Loanda, 16 October 1848. 
1 BEG to acquaint you that I recently had some conversation with a person, residf'nt 

ill this city, intimately connected with the slave trade, wilo complained very bitterly of the 
severe losses which the slave dealers had lately experienced, and stated to me that besides 
the ruin of several individuals, the prospects of the traffic generally was in a most t!~plorable 
condition. 

This statement ~e declared was founded not only upon his knowledge of this place, hut 
also upon lI1fOlmatlOn to he fully rehed on, which he had receIVed from the Brazil~. 

I have til,ought it well to make this known to you, as the person who informed me 
referred to the matter in connexion with the numerous captures made by the squadron 
under your command. 

Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. c. 1\., 
&c. &c. &c. 

- No. 8.-
(~o. 354.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) G. Bmnd, 

British Vice Consul in Angola. 

Sir, " Penelope," at St. Helena, 1 November 1848. 
\VIT~ refe,rence to your despatch, No. 207, date~ 17th J?ly 1848, covering a letter from 

Her Majesty sUnder Secr€taryof State for Foreign Affairs, to the minister at Lisbon 
suggesting that the British squadron on the coast of Africa would cheerfully , 
the destruction of the balTacoons or slave fact.ories at Ambriz, I have the 
mit the copy of a letter which I addressed to the officer commandinO" the 
squadron on the west coast, tendering the selvices of Her Majesty's cruizel's 
object, and his reply. ~ 

Their Lordships will observe that M. Cordiero declines the assistance 
informs me Ihat he has made an arrangement for the entire destluction 
Ambriz, and entertains no doubt of complete success. 

To the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
&.c. &.c. &c. 
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Enclosure 1 in No.8. 

Si-r, " Penelope," St. Paul de Loando, 9 October 1848. 
IN the conversation which I had the honour of holding on board the" Dito de J ulho " 

yesterday afternooll, you w.ere pleas~d to in!orm me that the instructions you had received 
from the minister of marine at LIsbon dn'ected you to cause to be at once destroyed 
any barracoons which the British cruizers may officially ac~uaint. you a.s existing for 
objects of slave trading, whenever the persons charged with this serVICe, and who 
must always be Portugu~ese, may find in such barracoons, slaves, or even any,.g~ods which 
may be proved for the purpose of th~ traffic~ and you were also please~ to .mtlmate your ' 
readiness to fulfil the letter of the mstructIOns, whenever such a notificatIOn should be 
made. 

I have now the honour of acquainting you, that several barracoons employed for the pur­
pose of the slave trade exist to the south of this city.' I will particularly mention Cape St. 
Bias, the south of the Coanza, and Punlo Longo. There are also to the north, large estab­
lishments at Ambriz and Mazula. 

It would afford me peculiar satisfaction to have it in my power to acquaint my Govern­
ment that their destruction had been effected in accordance with the wish of the two Govern­
ments, and yesterday I received with great pleasure your assurance that such was your 
intention. 

Our respective instructions appear to prohibit the co-operation of the British naval forces, 
but it is my duty to place them entirely at your disposal, and to express our readiness to act 
in any way you may desire. 

I transmit the copy of my orders relative to this service, and avail myself of this oppor­
tunity to assure you that it affords me great satisfactiun to co-operate with any officer who. 
appears to have the suppression of the slave trade so much at heart. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Charles Hotham. 

To Captain Cordeiro, Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 
Commanding Her most Faithful Majesty's 

Squadron, West Coast of Africa. 

Enclosure 2 in No.8. 

TRANSLATION. 

Loando, on Board ~he Corvette" 9th of July," 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty, Q. B. G., 

Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, 10 October 1848. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a despatch which your Excellency 

forwarded to me, under date 9th October, as well as copies of four notes which had been, 
exchanged between the Governments of Her Britannic Majesty and that of Her most faithful 
Majesty m~ august Sovereign, relative to the burning of the barrac~ons, in which the wicked 
contrabandistas concerned In the mfamous slave traffic place their unfortunate victims as 
well as the prohibited articles with which they relentlessly torture the unhappy hU;lan 
race . 

. In fUlfi.lment of my duty I am to signify to y.our E,xcellency that I was already acquainted 
With their contents, and that they are entirely m accordance with the orders of the 
Government of my august Sovel:eign, because it is there explici!ly settled by agreement of 
the Governments of the two natIOns, of the oldest alhance, m virtue of which I have the 
hOD~ur to to your Excellency t~lat the destruc~ion of the barracoons on Portuguese 
temtbry can only be effected by the subjects of the said august Sovereign. And notwith-
...... Iiiir 1 have the best grounded ho~es of. success in the destruction of the barracouns, 
1 o.lil me the greatest satlsfllctIon. that these, my most sanguine designs, 

conduct~ under ~e au.splces o~ you~ Exc~lIency ; but the posi-tive 
•• .., ... I.eaclytransmltted are In thIS one thmg dillmetncally opposed. I avail 

to tepea the protestatioDs of my greatest esteem and most 

Appendix, NO.4. 
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Enclosure' 3 in No. B. 

INSTRUC'fJO,N for the Commander of the Brio" Mondego," Captain Lieutenant 
. Francisco lzidero (Juimaraes. 

Loando, on Board the Corvette,C" 8th of July," 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty, 13 October 1848. 

1st. You will to-day, the 13th of the present month, profit by the fir.st opportunity and 
sail from the 'port of Loando, in the brig under your command, and In your qua~lty as 
cruizee, examl'l1e all the most noted places on this coast, included between AmbrIz, the 
Dandy, Mag'ula and Magula Grande, and Magula Pegueao, usmg . the utmost ze.al and 
diligence in your search, and landing (in the quietest way possible), If you should dIscover 
barracoons containing proof of their being used in the infamous slave traffic, conformably 
with the decree of 10th December 1836, which I subjoin; and having ascertaIned that there 
is proof of their participation, you will proceed as the Government of Her most faIthful 
Majesty has thought fit to direct in the despatches of 22d May and 1st July 1847, a copy 
of which is also transmitted . 

And as soon as this important service may be concluded, you will return to the port of 
Loando, and inform me of the manner in which you have executed this important commis­
sion, being a superior officer in whom, according to the recommendation of the Government 
of Her Majesty, I deposit my entire confidence. 

I enjoin upon you to obtain the most satisfactory results possible in the service you are 
t o execute. I expect from your intelligence and sailor-like abilities, of which you have 
given on all occasions the fullest proof, that this important service may be so concluded as 
to enable me to re port it favourably to the Government of Her most faithful Majesty. 

In this commission it is also your duty to observe the faithful execution of the treaty of 
ad J'uly 1842, which expressly determined the abolition of the slave trade in the colonies 
belonging to the Portuguese Crown, with which documents you are furnished, as well as 
the other resolutions of our Government in that particular; it is also important that you 
should recollect and fulfil the punctual execution of the despatch, dated 29th May 1846, 
the true copy of which is also attached, remembering that you are responsible for the deten­
tion of ve~sels on this coast, whose nationality is not English, and who may be acting in 
contravention of the treaty of 3d July 1842, whenever you may not be able to prove before 
the competent tribunal of prizes in the proper and legal manner, that the vessel was detained 
within the line of boundary, which is a distance of three miles from the shore. 

You will begin your operations at Ambriz, landing at, night, so that you may be able to 
p revent the retreat into the interior. I equally call your attention to any small boals, such 
as canoes, launches, &c., and who might be able to warn the slave dealers at Ambriz and 
the Dandy. I besides remind you that the greater part of these small craft are to be found 
within the three miles. 

In Loando, on board the corvette" 9th of July" of Her most Faithful Majesty, the 
14th October 1848. 

(signed) M. T. da Silva Cordeiro. 

- No. 9. -

~No. 369.) 

Sir, " Penelope," St. Helena, 1 November 1848. 
1. THE anxiety which the House of Commons has shown during the last session to arrive 

as well at the nature of the service on the West Coast of Africa, as of the results obtained in 
suppressing the slave trade, induce me to depart from the rule which has hitherto been consi­
dered applicable to all agents of the public service, and request their Lordships to permit me 
to reply to an assertion made by Commander Matson, in a pamphlet styled" Remarks on 
the Slave Trade and African Squadron," and which, I see, has already run through two 
editions. 

2. I a.m in no way desirous that my remarks should have publicity, or go beyond the walls 
ofthe Admiralty, but I think their Lordships are entitled to require from me the fullest and 
most complete explanation on every point connected with the peculiar service on which the 
squadron under my command are employed; and that I, on my part, covetin~ the 
13hare of their Lordships' approbation, am not deviating from the rules of propne,>, ~'!UBIT' 
cretion ill bringing such subjects to their notice. 

3. Commander Matson says, page 31, "I believe he has removed the ve:lseil~j~1!tM 
distance from the coast, and has forbidden the employment of boats __ "","' __ " 
thi., latter restriction mU8t certainly have crippled the exertions of the 

4. I request you to inform their Lordships that his statement' 
curate, as the two enclosed general orders issued to 
all the 3d of N ovembel' 1846, the se<?ond on the 21 

1>: I interdicted boat service in' because 
110t have forgotton the result of the WllndI4rEt("r~ 
bel' oflives which jt cost. 

6. I also interd'lCted boat 
Gam,bia, because the service 
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this is only on one-third of the station, and there is no prohibiti0n to the employment of Appendix, No. "I­
boats on any other part of the coast; on the contrary, consistently with discipline and 
health, it has rather been encouraged. 

7. I am quite aware that officers of more. experience of t.his sel:vice might have managed 
matters better' but it should be borne III mmd that I had difficulttes to encounter unusually 
great and that there were obstacles which required both time and patienc.e to remove. 

8. 'And I trust tlpt the return of vessels captured, empty and with slaves, (during the last 
12 months 100 vessels, and 7,000 slaves), will show. that with whatever faults we may be 
charged, inactivity, at all events, cannot reasonably be included in the number. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary of the Admiralty, (signed) Charles Hot/iam, 

&c. &c. &c. COlllmodore and COlllmander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure 1 in No.9. 

EXTRACT from the General Standing Order Book, Chapter 1st, Article 2, dated the 
3u November 1848. 

THE boats are never to be employed in the rivers during the sickly season, nor at any 
period unless some extraordinary emergency should occur, and the fulfilment of the public 
service render it imperatively necessary. 

Enclosure 2 in No.9. 

EXTRACT from the General Standing Order Book, Chapter 1st, Article 2, dated the 
21st January 1848. 

THE boats are never to be detached from the ships stationed on the line of coast between 
Cape Palmas anu the river Gambia, except in pursuit of a suspected vessel actually in 
sight. 

- No. 10.-
(No. 378.) 

Sir, " Penelope," Ascension, 4 December 1848. 
1. I HAVE the honour to refer you to my despatch of the 1st instant, No. 355, and request 

you will be pleased to inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I have re­
ceived intelligence announcing the destruction of the slave factories and barracoons at 
Ambriz and Mazula, by the commander of Her most faithful Majesty's brig of war, 
"Mondego," in consequence of instructions given by M. Cordeiro, commanding the Portu­
guese naval forces on the West Coast of Africa. 

2. The value of the property consumed by fire at Mazula is estimated at 2,000 I . .. terling. 
I have, &c. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty, 
&c. &c. &c. 

(signed) Clzarles Hotllam, 
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

- No. 11.-
(No. 395,) 

Sir, " Penelope," at Ascension,5 December] 848, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 265 dated 30th 

her 1848, with a copy of the Evidence t~ken before, and of th~ Report ~ade by, the 
,",u'UUl1lL1Lt:tlof the House of Com~o~s, which has been sitti~g during the recent Session 

the purpos~ of.consldermg the best means whICh Great Britain can adupt 
thE' final extinction of the slave trade, and desirinO' me to transmit to you 

that I might think fit. 0 

DO dOUbt have observed that the evidence of the several witnesses, 
!'B.lllft.1 is- conflicting and contradictory; and were I to attempt 

ahould be led into a discussion tedious in itself 
~~~I!!i, to confine 
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instruction, and including in one despatch the opinions which I have formed on this impor-
tant question. , ' , ' , , 

I have already transmlt~ed to ihel~ L.ordshlps a cha~t explanatory of the facilltIe~ offered 
to the dealers, in transportmg ,and sh,ppmg s,laves, on dl~erent parts of the coas~. The course 
of the internal waters is also Illserted; and m the margm I have set forth the lme of country 
where the slave trade is actively conducted. If the whole distance is divided by 24, it will 
give 91 miles for each cruiser to watch. c 

Generally speaking, there are no established points for shipment. Informatio~,is conveyed 
by neutrals and canoes to the vessel wailing off the coast, o,f the exact posl~lOn of eac~ 
cruiser, and arrangements are then made for the further operatiOns. , T~e quantity of provI­
sions and water carried by our vessels is perfectly well known; and If circumstances are not 
propitious, sh"e waits off the coast until the man-of-war is compelled to quit her station; then 
makes her point, and in two hours receives a full cargo. In the Bight of Benin this precau­
tion is considered unnecessary. The trade from Lagos and Whydah IS conducted by vessels 
in every way superior to our sloops of war; and the practice latterly has been, to steer 
direct for their port, ship their slaves, and take their chance, feeling sure that the probability 
of success is greatly in their favour. 

To show their confidence I must mention two anecdotes. 
'On the capture of the" Gentil Africano" by the" Styx," on the night of the 18th of 

February, Captain Chads inquired of the master why he did not use greater exertions. He 
was told, " the night was so dark, 1 took you for a brig; in that case there was no occasion 
'to hurry." 

By a recent letter, I am informed that a full slaver came down the Congo, and ran boldly 
past the" Pluto" steamer, laying at its meuth, in the certainty of all escape. 

From Cape Lopez to Little Fish Bay there is not a foot of ground untrod and unoccupied 
by the slave dealers; the slaves are run from point to point, ,and it is within these latitudes 
that the great shipments for Rio de Janeiro are made. The class of vessels hitherto 
employed has been of an inferior construction; a certain number are sent across, and if one 
out of five escapes, a fair profit is divided amongst the proprietors of lottery stock. It 
appears however that this system is undergoing a change; latterly, the vessels captured 
have rivalled those sai ling o,ut of Bahia. The dealers at Gallinas, Shebar, and in the north 
formerly supplied the Havannah trade; ,during 1846 and 1847, few, if any slaves were 
-exported from those marts. The accounts of this year, I fear, will show that Brazilian 
,'essels have been chartered for Cuba and Porto Rico. The slave, like any other marketable 
commodity, is chosen for his merits; the residents at Bahia prefer the Lagos and Whydah 
negro, for sedan chair carrying and agricultural purposes; but as domestic servants, they 
give the preference to the Congo. The inhabitants of Cagnabac, and those islands, abhor 
slavery, and generally commit suicide. The best-tempered and most manageable negro is 
imported from the Congo. 

Embomma is the grand focus of the slave trade nearly all the blacks exported between 
Mayumba and Benguela Velha come from here. 

Supposing that 50,000 slaves were imported last year into Brazil, I should imagine that 
10,000 sailed out of the Bight of Benin, for Bahia; and 39,000 taken from the south and 
-east coasts, for Rio de Janeiro and the southern provinces. I doubt whether one cargo for 
the Brazils left the Gallinas or ShebaI'; but possibly] ,000 from the Pongos, Nunez, and 
Bissagos islands. These numbers naturally re!l:ulate the distribution of ollr cruizers. At 
present, to watch and guard the coast, we have nominally 24 cruizers, being one for each 
91 miles; in reality, never more than 22; and deductions are again to be made for ships 
recruiting at St. Helena, negotiating treaties, or employed ill the protection of our trade. 

Boat service has always been sanctioned on every part of the station, except from Sierra 
Leone to Cape Palmas; there, humanity required that men should not be exposed to the 
effects of a pestilential climate; the losses from this cause, in 1847, amongst the boats' 
crews of the" Siren" and ., Wanderer," called loudly for remedy. 

No assistance has been given by the French; they cannot, legally, capture Brazilian 
vessels, and appear to decline interfering with those who are unfurnished with papers. 

In,dependent of the facilities offered by the topography of the coast, great assistance is 
obtamed thr~ugh the me~ium of neutrals. '~he Americans and Sardinians are the principal 
movers; their vessels bnng the cargoes required for the purchase of slaves, with an addi­
tional master and Brazilian crew; their water is stowed, and slave deck laid under the 
legitimate cargo, and every preparation made for the shipment of slaves; the papers are 
correct, and they anchor off the ports, and there remain until the cruizer is either led off 
by chase, or compelled to quit her station for water, seize their opportunity, shift the flag, 
and sail under a Brazilian master; the same vessel frequently repeats this trick the smi 
being only nominal, unless capture should ensue. So long as this is allowed: f-'lllll. 
opinion that the entire suppression of the slave trade by our present means 1a 
ticable. 

Neither do I think that a blockade of this extensive coast is feasible 
independent of local knowledge; it is one on which old and expelriel~~!lli 
competent to decide; it is summed up in few words; 
of 24 vessels, or even say 48 vessels, to blockade 
extent. I am conAdent '{hat, viewing the subj~t 
1\side other feelings, the captains in Her Mllliesti,'fi!!Ji1Ii¥,'O 
that it is impracticable. 

If a strange sail is descried fl'01'I1 the 
to escape, th€l'e are very few) if 
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sufficiently to continue the chase after dark? the.refore the captures by sailing. ships. a~'e to Appendix, NO.4. 
be made between daylio-ht and two p. m., bemg eight hours out of the. 24. Dunng ~he mght, 
even with a full moon the distance commanded in this climate is very small; and tile known 
position of the boats l~aving been conveyed to the slave vessel, she runs in and ships at such 
an hour as may enable her to obtain an offing before day.light. In the harrrtattans ~nd fogs 
a cruizer may accidentally stumble on a slaver; but durmg that season the wmd IS gene-
rally light, and a chfse would be protracted. . . 

Supposing that we employ s.team vessels! t~ley Will of course ?o the same; a.nd ~nythmg 
like a blockade will be more difficult than It IS now; steam agamst steam, takmg mto con­
sideration the length of the nights and the absence of the steam cruiser for coals, will 
afford additional advantage to the slave trade. 

For the sake of argument, we will admit that Sllccess is obtained; that t~ey are com­
pelled to leave their rJresent haunts, st.iIl I cannot satisfy myself that the slave trade would 
be put down; what is to prevent it being transferred to the coast north of the French settle­
ments? Formerly Goree was one of the largest marts; or from little Fish Bay to the Cape 
of Good Hope; there is no difficulty about water; by digging in the sand a supply can be 
obtained, or it can be conveyed by negroes employed in the domestic trade. 

I say nothing about the east coast, because I have never visited it; but I am persuaded 
that there is no idea more fallacious than the supposition that the abode of slave trade is 
limited. 

In some of the proposed resolutions stress is laid upon the extension of legitimate com­
merce; but it appears to me that sufficient consideration has not been given to the paucity 
of African produce; some say, " Suppress the slave trade and establish legitimate com­
merce," and the Bight of Benin and Gold Coast are cited; wherever there is produce the 
couclusion is valuable; but where the supply is small, the question is more difficult. 

The Portuguese are the great culprits, and the trade is most active between St. Paul de 
Loanda and Little Fish Bay. The quantity of palm and ground-nut oil grown in their pos­
sessions is inconsiderable. Their exports are gum, ivory; enchelIe, bees'-wax, and hides. 
Valuable copper is found near Ambriz, but not in sufficient quantities to form an article of 
commerce. On this point Mr. Tobin's evidence is extremely important; therefore there is 
not a sufficient quantity of produce to exchange for manufactured goods, and slaves are 
substituted . 

The labour attending the cultivation and manufacture of palm oil and ground-nut oil is 
comparatively trifling, and there is a speedy return; but no one will voluntarily lock up his 
capital and cultivate coffee, sugar, and tobacco, for which the land is admirably adapted, 
when he can get a quicker profit on slaves. Besides, there is a great uncertainty and 
competition attending plantations; and hitherto, wherever it has been tried, the experiment 
has beer: unsuccessful. 

The Portuguese are bad colonists; their aim is to make a sum of money, and return to 
Europe as quickly as possible, and no one thinks of establishing himself permanently in 
Africa. I fear but little increase of trade can be expected in Angola. 

A great stress is laid upon the conclusion of treaties with the native chief.~. As a means 
of forcibly destroying barracoons or factories, it is an important auxiliary; but no chief will 
enter into such an agreement who is interested in the traffic; therefore, in reality but little 
good is obtained. The plan under which we have been hitherto acting has entirely failed ; it 
matters little whether we keep our ships in shore or allow them to cruize, it never could 
succeed; it is a point to be decided by seamen, and requires neither African experience or 
local knowledge. Hitherto, with a large expenditure of money and good arrangements, we 
have never been able to guard the shores of England, and prevent the entry of contraband 
goods; and why should we expect better results abroad? 

I am persuaded that if we blocked the whole coast, slaves would be conveyed by canoes 
at night to a vessel 40 01' 50 miles from the land; do what we may, an armed force, with 
their present powers, never can put it down. 

It appears that some of the Committee were of opinion that a general declaration on the 
part of Europe and the United States that slave trade is piracy, would materially tend to its 
final extinction. 

I observe, also, that it has been suggested, to "authorize the cruizers of any nation, sailino­
under its recognized flag, to inflict summarily such punishment upon the captain; 01', if not 
ascertained, upon any three other persons serving in any ships found with slaves on board." 
. I anxiously hope that the clause may never form part of our sea code of laws, and that 
It may never fall to the lot of a British captain to perform so ullworthya duty. 

Apart however from this, should be considered the effect which a declaration that the 
slave trade is piracy would have upon its continuance; there is no doubt that it would tend 
i<? cbee~ it; but England must be prepared to maintain her present force, it will bear no 
dl1lllDlItiC)ll j sbe must be prepared to watch the coast of Africa from Tangiers to the northern 
bOiibRll1',_ohb8' of Good Hope; arrangements will be made to provide slaves in other 

obtaiA complete success for one year, being the time required to 
that the ramifications of the slave trade will have extended 

present flourishing; it be considered 

'';~:.==:iimd::,:: ; as difficulties, 

II! ~~[!i~~~1A~~urf 
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known to promote the traffic, without reference to a treaty .with the native chiefs, attaching 
to him the responsibility of proving that the owner or proprtetor abetted the sl3;ve trade. 

I have a1Feady said that the consideration of the best means of suppressIOn c~nnot be 
taken alone, it is intimately blended wIth the future prospects of the ~razlhan empIre; and 
the friends and promoters of civilization and commerce are bound to IdentIfy the two sub­
jects, and n@t hastily rush on to a measure in princi}Jle tending. to retard its ad~ancement, 
disunite the empire, and establtsh anarchy and confUSion. Brazil IS vast and dlsJo.ll1t~d; at 
present little more than the sea-coast is inhabited; and it differs from ather countnes m the 
variety @fits productions and temperature. Over the most fertile parts the heat is excessive, 
and prevents European labour; it enervates and degenerates the constJtutLOn of the BrazIlIan, 
and renders the cultivation of the country dependant on the negro, who alone in that climate 
is physically: able to endure exposure to the sun. -

The cottons of Pernambuco, the sugar and coffee of Bahia and Rio de ~ aneiro, a~'e b.rought 
to the market by black labour; and it may safely be asserted, that Without thIS aid, the 
whole country would become a wilderness. 

To expect the Brazilian government 1!Inconditiona1ly to suppress the slave trade, is .to look 
for an impossibility; their rlecree would be the signal for raising the repubhcan fl~ m Per­
nambllco and Bahia, who now conne.cted together by a frail thread, would break It rather 
than submit to ruin . 

But the case would be different if we met them half way, and instead of saying, t( we 
will compel you forthwith to put slavery down," placed ourselves in their position, and nego­
tiated with their interests and feelings in view as well as @ur own. There is reason to hope, 
that if tiu1e were given to Brazil to estafuJish a proportion between the sexes, and prepare 
for the abandonment of foreign slavery and the institution of domestic, according to the 
principle observed in the United States, that a satisfactory negotiation would be effected; 
with the state ·01' our West Indian coloJilies fuefore their eyes,_ they never can consent to any 
immediate relinquishment of foreign slavery. With our present proceedings the nation at 
large are dissatisfied; but I entertain a confident belief that there is an important party, 
particularly amongst the younger men, who have the same desire as ourselves. 

At present our proceedings unite the whole population against us; it is not unreasonable 
for them to dislike the seizure and c0ndemnation of their vessels by a friendly power. The 
mass see the results, and do not inquire whether it is according to treaty or by force of 
arms. 

I think a negotiation might be opened with Brazil on these grounds :-
1. To sanction the importat.ion of slaves until a fixed period. 
2. To reqllire them to frame laws proportioning the sexes, regulating the number to be 

carried, according to the tonnage, &c., and generally for the ease and comfort of the negroes. 
3. To require the presence of English and Brazilian Commissioners at slave marts to be 

fixed, and recognized on the coast of Africa and at the landing ports in Brazil. 
4. To pass a law awarding the penalties of piracy to any Brazilian vessel found on the 

high seas without government papers. 
5. To declare, that after the fixed period slave importations shall cease, and its further 

prosecl!tion be considered piracy; and that a systematic breach of treaty would be visited 
by a blockade of their principal ports. 

6. To destroy all slave factories in Africa, except at the recognized ports. The time 
appears to be arrived when some such scheme as this would be accepted. In the year 1846 
I had a conversation with Senhor Cavalcallte, then minister of marine, and one of the ablest 
men in that country; he expressed these opinions: " You cannot expect us to assist Eng­
land, 01' consent to stop the trade, whilst you are seizing Brazilian vessels, insulting our 
flag, and illegally condemning them. Do not think I am in favour of the slave trade. I do 
not possess one slave on my property. I wish to see it suppressed. It does not do the 
Brazilians good; the Portuguese manage it, and are the great gainers." Senhor Cavalcante 
l'epresents an important section of the people, and had no interest in saying what he did not 
think. Of all countries, England is most concerned in the welfare of Brazil, whether on 
account of her commerce or the establishment of monarchy and regular government. English 
capital is largely employed in that empire, and invested in its funds; and if, by a postpone­
ment of a few years, we .can establish our desire-extinguish foreign slavery, and at the 
8ame time avoid giving a blow dangerous to that country and liable to produce a dismem­
berment-I think that i,t is advisable that the alternative should be offered before we resort 
to stronger measures, the end of' which no man can foresee. 

Without desiring to disparage the great question of slavery suppression, I consider thah. 
the civilization and happiness of the Brazilian empire are equally important. I would hesi­
tate to endeavour to extirpate slavery on the ruin of a young and rising nation: 
wonld afford time for her to consolidate her institutions, and establish the 1J81~"" 
portions of sexes. 

I have been led on by the nature of the subject further than I had II' It8llltllldl 
conclude this despatch I must take occasion to mention the pleasure 
iog the encomiums passed by the late Mr. Macaulay on mypl'ledl!C8m~"IIIJI" 
Jones. The records of the station show the anxiety Il'Rd great :&elU>,IJ1NJ.1J 
of the public; he endeavoured to fulfil his instruotions to the 
of his assiduity with his life. 

H. G. Ward, Esq. 
f' 
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SLAVE TRADE IN WESTERN AFRICA. 

Mr. Consul Rendall to Viscount Palmerston. 
(No.6.) 

British Consulate, St. Antonio, Cape Verds, 
My Lord, 19 December 1848. 

I READ lately wilh much concern a great deal of matter inclining to an approval of the 
immediate withdrawal of the British squadron from tbe coast of Africa, but I was much 
gratified, at the same time, in the perusal of the printed slave correspondence issued during . 
the last sitting of Parliament, in which the successes of tbe squadron, and the abolition 
question generally, are ably set forth, and as these matters appear to be progressing most 
favourably, I trust there may be no existing eavse for believing that Her Majesty's 
Government intends to withdraw anyone of the ships employed in that particular service. 

I, however, have my fears respecting the course that will be deemed the most proper 
to be pursued in this matter, because I believe the existing slave-trade agitation emanates 
from a powerful, or I may say, at this period, desperate class of indi viduals, i. e. the advo­
cates of slave trade; and, besides, the .principal subject they have chosen for ngitation is of 
'Very considerable importance, in fact, it is an appeal to the humanity and good feelings of 
the people of England; but the subject in all its bearings does not appear to be well 
understood. I have put the matter under three heads, although the decision upon the 
first must decide the whole question. 

1st. J n respect to the sufferings of the slaves during the Middle Passage, from their 
crowded and neglected state. 

2dly. In the belief that the acts of the British squadron increases the misery of the slave, 
from its inefficiency to put down export slave trade, and that, consequently, 

3dly. The cruising British squadron is considered to entail a very heavy and useless 
expense upon tbe mother country. I beg, therefore, your LOI'dship's permission to make 
a few observations in reference to this interesting subject. 

I re!lret to be obliged to admit, .to the fullest extent, the sufferings endured by tbe slave 
in the Middle Passage; this evil has unfortunately ex isted too long, and narrated too often, 
to be at this date doubted. It is, however, a great mistake to ascribe all this existing 
misery to the system pursued by the ' English squadron to put down the export traffic. Did 
not the same e\'ils exist, the salDe loss of life, the same crowding of the hold, the same 
scanty supply of provisions and water, the same amount of sickness, filth, and stench in 
the slave ships of Spain and Portugal (which includes Brazil) at the period when they were 
quietly carrying on the slave trade without any annoyance from English cruisers, and 
keeping their dealings within the lill) its of treal ies? Most certainly it was the case, and 
the facts can be proved by a reference to the records describing the stale of the first prize 
slave vessels brought into Sierra Leone belonging to those nations. 1 was an eye-witness 
to such sceues in the early stages of the abolition, and had plenty of opportunities of 
observing the state in which these vessels were always found, and can therefore speak to 
the facts 1 have stuted. The same miseries, therefore, having existed during a period of 
legitimate trade, it is not surprising that the same evils should accompany the same trade 
when carried on under a system of contraband. 

To elucidate, however, this question further, I will suppose that tbe miseries of the 
Middle Passage were the natural consequence of the English squadron's measures, and 
therefore it was deemed necessary to relax some of the ex isting regulations, 10 admit a free 
exportation of the African, under an impression that by so doing matters during the 
passage would be improved thereby. To do so, however, would be committing a sad mis­
take, because in such a case 100 slaves would be then shipped where only one now takes 
place, consequently 99 more per cent. of misery would be added in marching to the coast, 
and' the kidnapping and warfare which always prevail upon an increased demand for 
&hi It) aD which, wben summed up, from cruelties, from starvation, from thirst, and from 

1lIcl amount to far beI()~~ anything that !low exist~ in. the ~iddle. Passage: 
__ MIl: a£ta of tohe Bntlsh squadron With the mlsenes eXIsting 10 the Middle .... ~"'~.~.~.'h, lDe traiic ill contraband, is incorrect, the same evils having 

11!I" __ Il.wbu the slave Vade was legitimate, and therefore of 

~ei$~=::~ e,i~ that the African should be the of torn from 
I 
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The efficiency, however, of the British squadron's proceedings must he judged by the 
present actual slate of the slave-trade question. W~)at does the. print~d C?lTtlSpondence 
tell us upon this subject? 'Ve learn that the EnglIsh squadron IS actIng In concert and 
perfect harmony with Ihe fleels of France, America, .ancl .Portugal, by open warfare against 
the abominable slave dealer; that they have made prizes In extent not known at any former 
period; that France has wholly and for ever abolished the slave trade, and Ihat the natives 
upon the banks of the Senegal and Hambia will soon become strangeh to the horrors of 
slave trading, because the white people of their nei~hbourhood no longer hold or deal in 
human flesh. Portugal has already done much, and is willing to do more, but is quietly 
waiting Ihe decision of England in respect to the agitation in questiun. The harbours of 
Cuba alld Porto Rico no longer swarm with slave ships; one or two during the last 12 

months are as many as can be IHlmed; Spain is also anxiously waiting the result of the 
present agitation. Brazil is the only' nation now pursuing this infamous traffic; but I am 
informed that her losses have already been so heavy that she would at once gi',e in and 
cease the trade, but she has hopes in the agitation also, and therefore holds on for a longer 
period. It also appears that treaties are being made very generally with the native powers 
in Africa, and the most pleasing results have already begun to show. The ground-nut is 
cultivated to an incredible extent; the people of the noted slave haunts of Catcheo, Bissas,. 
Rio Grande, Nunez, and Pongos (places north of Sierra Leone), are devoting their time and 
means to the important subject of agriculw!·e. A republican government has been declared 
south of Sierra Leone, which embraces a very large tract of country, and I have no doubt, 
my Lord, that other independent governments will come into existence, effecling much good 
in the abolition of slavery. I was informed the other day of three Portuguese vessels being 
at anchor at Sierra Leone in the pursuit of legitimate commerce. I think, my Lord, this 
fact speaks volumes in favour of the measures adopted for slave abolition, as within the 
last six years the harbour in question was nearly filled with the same Aag, prizes to English 
men-of~war, on account of slave dealing. In the face, therefore, of even the few facts I 
have quoted, no argument can remain good touching t.he non-effective state of the English 
squadron; and the conclusions to be drawn must be, that as they have effected so much , 
there can be no doubt of their final and, I would say, early success. 

The withdrawal, therefore, of the British squadron from Africa cannot be pleaded on the 
score of humanity, or for the want ef success; some more plausible reasons must be assigned. 
Should, however, such an event unfortunately take place, the consequences without doubt 
will be lamentable indeed. I have no hesitation in stating my beliet to your Lordship thOlt 
the whole line of that coast will swarm with slave dealers and pirates; that all the <Yood 
which has been effected in that unfortunate country will be lost, and a state of la~less 
anarchy exist not to be described; in fact, outrages will be committed of the blackest dye 
whilst terror and dismay will have seized the whole land. ' 

1 have, &c. 
(signed) John Rendall, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Consul. 

Appendix, No.6. 

Barbados, 9 April 1849. 

Appendix, No.6 • • To William Hutt, Esq., Chairman, and Others, the Honourable Gentlemen appointed a 
-- Select Committee ofthe HOllse of Commons to inquire into the best Means of extinguishing 

the Slave Trade. 

ADDRESS of the Barbados African Colonization Society, under the Patronage of his Ex­
cellency Sir William Macbean George Colebrook, K. c. B., Governor-general of the Wind­
wanI Islands, &c. &c. &c. 

Vice-Patrons :-The Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Barbados, &c. &c. &c.; the 
Right Honourable Sir R. Boucher Clarke, K. C.B., Chief Justice of the Islands of Bar­
bados and St. Lucia; the Honourable John Sealy, Her Majesty's ; 
the Honourable Grant E. Thomas, Member of Her Majesty's Council; 
Thomas J. Cummins, Member of Her Majesty's Council; the 
Packer, Her Majesty's Solicitor-general; the Honourable John 
Honourable House of Assembly; Bryan T. Young, M 
House of Assembly; the Reverend Richard Raw)(', of 
&c. ; the Reverend Thomas Clarke, B. A., Rector of 8t M 

Gent!emen, may it please your Honours, 
The committee of the Barbados African Colonization /;::)o,~t¥.~ 

island, being desirous of disseminating their 'Views 
general information, take the 
your attention to'1he :SvnOI~IH! ... "''.IlIGIb, 

The undertaking 
to the favourable cOJ:lsidera~titl 
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cially to 3; body of British legislators, flsse.mbled for the philanthropic'pUlyose that you ~re. Appendix, No.6. 
To assist m arrestincr the progress of the slave trade, that fearful combm.atIOn of every cnme 
and aggravation of ~very misery; ~o extend the blessing of Christian instructio~l arnonst. the 
partially enlightened or wholly bel1lgh~ed tnbes along ~he coast, and 111 the mterIor of Afnca; 
to encourage legitimate commerce, ~nQ create, or nourIsh ~h~l:e It already eXists, a taste for 
British manufactures, and the reqUIrements generally of cIvIlized life; to promote a dIrect 
intercourse with t11ese colonies, opening up new IDP,ans of employment for their artisan popu-
lation, new sources of public I:evenue, and, where needed, a regu lar supply of lab~ur by. free 
immioTation at the least possible cost, and upon the only natural and most solId basIs, a 
diffus~d knowledge of its advantages ;- these are among the objects of the society; and 
these they presume, on calm and deliberate consideration~ to. flatter thenuelves are no~ of 
improbable attainment, If they should but succeed 111 enllstll1g 111 the cause that co-operatIOn 
and support, without whic~ their o.wn earne~tness of p~rpose must necessarily be unavailing. 
The committee therefore, 111 suhmlttll1g theIr undertaking to your consideratIOn, take leave 
respectfully to solicit your favour in recommending in your Report to the House of Com-
mons their project for aiding in the suppregsion of the slave trade, and introducing civiliza-
tion into Ahica. 

Anthony Barclay, Chairman. 
Charles Phipps, 1 S t" 
E. W. Archer, J ecre anes. 

SYNOPSIS. 

The more we con~ider the circumstances that have attended the forced transfer of numbers 
of the African race to this hemisphere, and the events which have marked their history to 
the present time, the more seriously are we impressed with a conviction that "it was in the 
design of the Almighty Governor of the universe, in permitting this great wrong', that their 
descendants, reared within the circle of civilization, and acquiring a practical knowledge of 
its usages and arts, and of the truths of the Gospel, should in due time be His efficient 
instru ments in the regeneration of their fatherland. Everything seems to point to this end. 
And the impression is not without confirmation on a review of the attempts that have been 
from time to time made to effect the object by other agencies, and their signal failure, oa the 
admission even of the parties themselves by whom they have been made. See Appelldix (A). 

\Vith respect to the slave trade itself, that frightful accumulation of crime and misery, not 
only have the means hitherto employed to put it down completely failed even to check it, 
but, on the most unexceptionable testimony, the employment of those means has tended very 
greatly to aggravate its horrors, if not to increase at the same time the llun;.ber of its victims. 
The vast sacrifices that have been made by the British Government of valuable treasure, and 
more valuable life, on the African coast, have had no other effect than this; and since human 
wit can devise no other similar means that shall promise to be attended with better results, 
it would seem that philanthropy has no alternative left it but to abandon the cause alto­
gether, making no other effort to rid the world of this almighty evil, or at once to slide into 
the course which a wise Providence has, to all appearance, appointed for the purpose, and 
colonize the weB tern coast of Africa with her civilized descendants from these colonies and 
America. See Appendix (B). 

In advancing colonization as probably the I)]OSt, if not the only effectual means of putting 
down the slave trade, independently of the abolition of slavery, and of eventually civilizing 
and christianizing Africa, we would not be understood as being either unmindful of the 
valuable labours of missionaries of the various churches to the latter end, or indifferent to 
those labours. It is, nevertheless, not too much to say, that unassisted by other means, 
missionary exertion, how earnest soever, and with whatever degree of devotedness and self­
denial (and none can be more alive than ourselves to the extraordinary manifestation of 
these qualities in numberless instances), can scarcely be expected to effect the object before 
us, in the present social organization of that vast continent, without an unbroken series of 
miracles, day after day, which it would be irrational to look for, and which, indeed, no 
church, at the present day, would think of embracing in its estimate of means. Colonizat.ion 
would not exclude missionary labour; but, on the contrary, would give it greater efficiency 
as part of a system directed to the same end. The Gospel teacher would be all the more 
efficient a labourer with a civilized and Christian community in his immediate neighbour­
hood, than he can ever hope to be entirely surrounded by barbarous tribes, having little in 
cotnmatl. with him save the mere externals of humanity. And we apprehend that it is not 

~iouil devoted missionary who will be disposed tQ look with a jealous or 
the of colonization, but the man-stealer, the fraudulent factor, 

and the bloated sensualist, to each and all of whom 
and a l'Cady victim. 

the coast, are not uofaveurable to 
'_ltiJlIOny of missionaries aDd travellers, 

facilities 
the 



Appendix, No.6. 

See Appendices 
(C), CD), and (E). 

See Appendix (F). 

APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

traders, who will only let us have them in exchange for men, and we barter men with them 
in consequence. Now, if you would either trade with us yourselves, or encourage some of 
your people to oome and trade with us, we would not sell men." Equally pointed and con­
clusive is the evidenee abundantly furnished in missionary reports of the disposition of the 
native African to listen to the preaching of the Gospel, if he can be secured from the ravages 
of the slave trade. 

The climate along the coast, and in the interior, as far as penetrated, offers no impediment 
to our enterprise. Uncongenial as that climate is to European constitutions, and destructive 
of European life, it has no terror for men of African descent, born and nurtured in tropical 
climes. On the testimony of Dr. Randal and Dr. Mechlin, and hundreds of others, with 
some of whoOll} in the present day, we have personally conversed on the subject, it is "in 
no material respect difterent from that of the West Indies generally," whilst the soil, by the 
accounts of all travellers and missionaries, is "the most fertile in the world." And according 
to the same authorities, a proprietary right to any quantities of this highly prolific soil may 
be easIly and cheaply acquired by purchase from the native chiefs, they having frequently 
offered large tracts to the missionaries, and in the case of the American Colonization Society 
sold an extent of territory nearly six times the size of this island for 35t. sterling, about 168-
dollars. 

Should the Barbados African Colonization Society obtain the patronage and support, as 
they trust they will, of philanthropic friends in the mother country, and of their brethrell 
and others in these colonies, they would soon be able, under God's blessing, with the plen­
tiful materials around them, t.o establish a colony on the coast, that would most probably be 
but the beginning of a series of similar settlements immediately productive of considerable 
advantages to British manufactures and to commerce generally, and tending, eventually, to 
the regeneration of their fatherland and the glory of God. . 

PLAN OF OPERATIONS. 

Anthony Barclay, Chairman. 
Charles PhiPPS,}S t' 
E. W. Archer, ecre anes. 

Section I.-The Raising of Means. 

Article, No.1. By a subscription amongst ourselves of one dollar each per annum, and 
gratuities to any amount. 

2. By circular appeals to our brethren and frie!lds in t!lis island and the sister isles. 
:3. By a specific appeal to pubilc hberahty m thiS Island through the clergy, and a,ll 

philanthropists individually. . ' .., . . 
4. By powerful appeals to the Afncan ClVlitzatlOn SocIe~y .of London, and our pllllan-

thropic friends throughout the U.l1lted Kmgdo~l of. Great ~ntam and Irelan d. _ 
5. By encouraging the formatIOn of auxlilanes Ul tillS Island, and through out the West 

Indies generally. . 
Section 2.-Appropriation of Means. 

Article, No. 1. In engaging a certai~ number of competent individual:; to proceed to the 
western coast of Africa to select an ehgible place for the formation of a settlemen t. 

2. In the obtainment of the said settlem~nt. 
3. In the transport and location of colomsts. 
4. In the providence of the ~lecessary means of support for the said colonists until they 

can procure the means of subSistence from the SOIl. . 
5. In the erection of suitable dwellings, a compendIOUS storehouse, a hospital, a place of 

worship, and other necessary buildings. 
Section 3.-Local Operations. 

The Security of Person and Property is to be effected-

Article, No. 1. By treaties of amity with the native tribes, and judicious regulations for 
our internal government. 

2. By a well-regulated system of militia. _ .. 
3. By the division of certam allotments of land amongst the settle,s, on the con dlt~on of 

their rendering such services as they may be capable of to the Sta~e, for thre~ days III .the 
week, for the space of 12 months, and the employment of the remamder on their respective 
allotments. . . . 

4. By an association of labour for the cultlvatIon.of such ~a.n~s a~ the proprletors 
immediately be, enabled to cultivate, and the eqUItable dlVlslO.n In every OJ1J11,1~ 
amount of the proceeds amongst the cultivators and the proprietors, after 
the necessary colonial expenses. . 

5. By the offer of fair wages to s.uch of the natives as 
business of agriculture, ~nd affor?mr; them every 
therein, as well as holdmg out mducements to. as many 
to settle amongst liS, and become incorporated WIth "11& 

S~ctioQ 4.-~l,..IQJ,IIJ 

Article, No. 1. ~ making IlFI'llAiI'eI". 
West Indies for the purchase 
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2. By the purchase of such Europ~an goods as will m.ee~ with a profitable market amongst Appenuix, No.6, 
the native tribes, and affording Brlttsh merchants faClhhes for avallmg themselves along 
with ourselves of said sources of profit. 

Section 5.-Internal Regulations, Civil Rights, &'c. 

Article, No. 1. The security of every s.e~tler in the enjoyment of all the rights, privileges, 
and immunities of British subjects and cItIzens of a free state. 

2. Tbe adoption of a form of civil government adapted to the security of the aforesaid 
political advantages. 

Section 6.- Religious Instruction, &'c. 

Article, No. 1. The appropriation of a certain portion of the colonial funds for the main­
tenance of the Established Church of England in our comIl;lUnity, the supP?rt of a. system 
of education in accordance with the same, and the establishment of mISSIOn statIOns, as 
far a~ circumstances will permit, among as many of the surrounding tribes as may be 
disposed to receive the Gospel, until, by the blessing of God, we shall be enable~ to 
extend the like establishments into those states and kingdoms on t!Ie banks of the NIger 
that have already expressed their desire to receive Christ, and their willingness to put down 
the slave trade. 

Section 7.-Charitable Arrangements. 

Article, No.1. The provision of such medical attendance as may be available, and neces­
sary support to such of the colonists and their children as may be unable to procure such 
assistance for themselves. 

2. The due support ofthe widows and children of such of the settlers as might have been 
unfortunately called away by death while engaged in the service of the colony. 

By order. 

23 August 1848. 
Charles Phipps,}S t' 
E. W. Archer, ecre anes. 

The Right Reverend the Lord Bishop in the Chair. 

REsoLUTIO N S. 

1. That the influence of superstition and ignorance on the minds of the native Africans, 
tbough confessedly great, is nevertheless not so formidable an impediment to the moral and 
religious improvement of Africa as the nefarious slave trade. 

2. That the most efficient means of stopping the slave trade and civilizing Africa is colo­
nization, combined with religious instruction. 

3. That the most competent agents for this undertaking are the descendants of Africa, 
who, having been born and reared in civilized communities, possess the necessary qualifica­
tions for imparting a knowledge of the truths of the Gospel, and the arts of civilized life to 
their unenlightened brethren on the coast of Africa. ' 

4. That the great number of intelligent descendants of Africa in this island is the 
strongest evidence that they, above all other inhabitants of the West Indies, could (without 
any detriment to the several interests of their country,) engage in the enterprise of establish­
ing a colony on the west coast of Africa. 

5. That impressed with these facts, our united and unceasing efforts be directed to the all­
important object of christianizing and civilizing the beniO'hted inhabitants of the continent 
~A&~L 0 

.8. That, although. t~is committee h~ve already appealed to several of their philanthropic 
frieuQ in Engbmd, It IS nevertheless Jllghly expedient that they should, at this period, use 

etIbrfa to move to their assistance the people of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
-=;==~;::::aa:t!alI!!tbe philanthropic and missionary societies, whose aid is considered 
Ii undertaking. • 

"lPOrta.t.eb~·ts which the society have in view 

1I1:;;;I~~-=~~~~~ti;gm~lamty:.~,~an~d~~Q~ 
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ApPENDIX REFERENCES. 

(A.) 

" It would appear, indeed, as if in the year 1843 we had yet to beg!n to set a?out this work, 
as if we had IlOW to call on the moral and intellectual energies of AfJ'lcans, whether 
they are to be found within the precincts of the West Indies, .01' the United States, 
01' of Africa herself, to supply the great desideratum so long reqUlred-a native Afncan 
agency. True it is, we have not discharged OUl' debt to Africa; but it would seem as if the 
finger of Providence were now poi nting to the emancipated populatiO!l of the old and new 
world, and ct4Jling through them upon us to help Africa in the development of her own 
resources. Hitherto we have been permitted to make great advances in our explorations of 
that continent, and to gather a large amount of knowledge in the department of geographical 
science, as well as to lay the founrlation for future missionary operations by means of any: 
effective agency, and' will the British nation, after forfeiting tbe lives of so many of her 
noble and intrepid sons in discovering the hiO"hway to her very centre, now stop short? 
Will not the blood of Park, of Clappe~ton, of OOudney, of Houghton, of Laing, (we may add, 
alas! of Bird, Allen, and many other gallant men, whose fate is chronicled m the pages of 
African discovery, as having fallen in its cause),-will not their blood cry shame upon us 
if we do? I will not believe that my countrymen are so dead to their interest, or to their 
duty,' as to neglect so favourable a concurrence of opportunities as I shall next proceed to 
unfold. 'Will the British nation, I repeat, now that an agency purely African may be 
speedily created, refuse to employ the ready means for its preparation and employment in 
the great work of wiping out the awful responsibility which it has been shown to have con-· 
tracted? "-Letter to the Lord Bishop of London, by the Rev. J. M. Trew, page 35. 

(B.) 

" "Ve recommend, further, the re-occupation of several of the forts, such as Appollonia, 
Winnebah, and Whydah, abandoned in 1822, when the government was handed over to the 
committee of merchants, and the reconstruction of others, on however small a scale, on other 
similar points. In some cases the climate will be found not worse, in others better, than on 
other parts of the coast of Africa; but this evil may be very much mitigated, if not entirely 
removed, by the employment of such Europeans only as are already inured to a tropical 
climate, and of British subjects of African descent, who, we believe, may now be found 
either within our A flican settlement~, or our "Vest India colonies, fitted for almost every 
branch and grade of service. "Ve look upon such establishments as of high importance, !lot 
for the exten5ion of territory, but of that control over the slave trade, and wholesome moral 
influence over the neiglJbouring chiefs, which we have described as having ueen exercised 
by the existing forts, and which is much needed at those places to which we particularly 
alluded, as well as others."--Report from the ::;;elect Parliamentary Committee on the We~t 
Coast of Africa, orcilered by the House of Commons to be printed, [) August 1842. Appen­
dix (LL), page xciii.- Report of the Committee of the African Civilization Society, Exetei' 
Hall, 21 June 1842. 

(C.) 

" A reference to the colour of the sufferers shows that this calamity has fallen almost exclu- · 
sively on Europeans. The entire lists of deaths from the river fever, it is important. again to 
observe, does not include a single coloured person. The pernicious character of the climate, 
therefore, creates no il)superable obstacle to settlements; since not a doubt has yet been 
suggested of the possibility of procuring coloured labourers and agents. Providence ap­
pears, indeed, to have specially fa\'oured the plan of settlements, not merely by the 
Fecent emancipation of British negroes in the West Indies, including' among them many 
who denve their parentage from the central regions, but by exciting within these liberated, 
and comparati~ely enlightened SOilS of . Africa, a deep and growing anxiety to become per­
sonally useful 111 the present work."-Report of the Committee of the African Civilization 
Society: Operations Abroad, p. 26. 

(D.) 

"These are,. then, among the means to which we may hereafter look for~'!lrd for success. If 
our attempts to introduce civilization and Christianity into Africa by means of 
are unsuccessful, let us endeavour to effect our object by means of persons of 
(hear). But, above all, let Uti not despair of the ultimate accomplishment 
(hear). If we are defeated in OJle mode, let us try another; let us vary our m.iab\'~ 
acquire fresh infolrIlation; let us eonsider of fresh enterprises, in new 
above all, let us not doubt that the spirit of universal emancipation, 
spirit of the Christian religion, will ultimately attain the ha'ppinelilS 
of our fellow-men (loud cheers)."-Extract of Lord John '(\'lll<Ij,~'ti.i::U 
the neport of African Civilization Society, 1842, p. 67. 

" As further peoot', if such 
Africa, it may be mE!}ltiioIled:;l 
(flcm 18]9 to 1836). 
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Coast, but two per cent., whilst the white troops "at the same post, during the same perio~, .A ppendix, No.6. 
have died at the annual rate of 50 or 60 per cent. -A ppendLY (0), Report of Afncan ClVIh-
'Zation Society, 1842, page xxxii. 

(P.) 

" The population ~f Barbados has ~een ~om puted to consist of 130,000 s~uls ; the surface 
of the island covers 106 500 acres, whlCh gives 782 persons to the square mile. SII' Charles 
Grey considered the population, after the census taken in 1844, to consist of ti'om 133,000 
to 140,000 souls."-Schomburgk's History, p. 87. . . .. . 

" Sir Charles Grey also observe.s, that the d~scendants. of Afnca ID tIllS Island are III all 
respects the most favourable specImens of theIr race whIch eXist, and the mOEi full of pro­
mise for the future."-Speech to the Legislature. See Schomburgk's History, p. 503. 

Appendix, No.7. 

(No. 57.) 

LETTER from Sir Cltarle.~ Hotham to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Sir, " Penelope," Sierra Leone, 13 Pebrullry 1849. 
1. IN my despatch, No. 32, of 1848, dated 20th January, I requested YOll to inform my 

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that Commander Dixon, of Her Majesty's sloop 
" Rapid," had, in compliance with their Lordships' instructions, notified to the chiefs of 
Gallinas, " that if they did not entirely discontinue and put an end to the slave trarle, the 
British Government would be cOIl?pelled to use the means at its disposal to force them to 
do so." 

2. Their Lordships replied by enclosing a copy of the Advocate-gEneral's opinion, pro­
nouncing, t, That Her MRjesty's Government will be justified in directing hostilities to be 
commenced agaillst Gallinas, in consequence of the chiefs having refused to abide by the 
treaty, or agn;em~nt, concluded by them with Captain Denman ." The Adv()c1;Ite-general 
further continues: "I think that the white slave dealers, whose exclusion from the Gai­
linas was the principal object of Captain Denman's ' treaty, will not, under the circum­
stances, be abJe successfully to maintain an action in the courts of this country for the loss 
of their property." 
, 3. Armed with the opinion of Her Majesty's principal legal adviser, I determined to 
enforce the terms of t he treaty, as soon as the season of the year and the state of the surf 
on the beach would enable me with prudence to land a force sufficien tly overwhelming to 
prevent opposition. ' , 

4. On the 3d instant I assembled the ships named in the margill, off Gallinas, and with 
their boat s, under the charge of their cOlmr.anders, containing a force of 300 men, passed 
the bar at 7.30. a.m., and landed at Dombocorro, took possession of it, and the neio'h­
boming factories ,l\1d banacoons, and planted sentinels to guard the property. In ~!Je 
meantime Captain Jones, with the boats of the" Penelope," pushed on to the Solyman 
factories, established within tbe lim its of the O:allinas boundary; these, three in number, 
were, with the goods they contained, as well as the village ofDreesing, known for its intimate 
connexiol1 with the slave trade, totally destroyed. He returned to Dombocorro a t 7 p. m. 
(>11 the same evening, havit~~· met with .no resistance, beyond an occasional straggling fire 
from Ihe bU!;hes on the slfle of the nver, by which a native prisoner was wounded. 
Commander Murray also conducted a party to Mineh, and destroyed the factories and 
barracoons which it contained. 

5. On the following lIlorning, the 4th instant, the three laro'e factories in the vicinity of 
Dombocorro were, with the goods whic,h they. contained, enti~ely destroyed; and at I p.m. 
on the same day, Dombocorro Itself, wlIh all Its contents, was burnt to the O'round. 

6. By sunset, on the 4th, the force returned to their respective ships, without a single 
casualty of any sort or kind, or appearance of fever. 

It is impossible for me to speak 100 highly of the exertions of the officers, or good 
eotlduct of tIie seamen and marines. Captain Jones cooducted the service intrusted 
td to my satisfaction. Commander Murray rendered me, in a variety of 
!,,1JI~}1I1111'1I1"1~~ttitiC~!; 1lnd the behaviour of the men was beyond all praise. Surrounded 

I did not hear of a case of inebriety or plunder. III shon, 
W!1I1IbillDrt which hal characterized the commanding officers of the 

on the station. -
eomplete as rar as they went· still they only 

••• II!i?J~ • 1t1lt breM wi,b increased 
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Favorite. 
Sealark. 
Waterwitcb . 
Bonelta. 
Dart. 
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according to the form already transmitted, the existence of the blockade between Solyman 
Point on the south, and Cazee on the north, lat. 6° 57' N., long. 11° 35' W., and lat. 
7°5' N., long. 11° 45' W., and I have the pleasure of informing their Lordships that the 
commanding officers of the French and American forces have expressed their satisfaction 
at the adoption of an intelligible measure, likely, in their opinion, to fulfil the object 
in view. 

8. The enclosed answers to a form of qu.eslions submitted to the Geveral commanding 
officers immediately afLer their return to their ships, as well as the journal of the pilot 
(Mr. Parker) many years a resident in this country, and intimately acquainted with the 
affairs of Gallinas, will, I hope, satisfy their Lordships that there was abundant proof of 
slave trade in each factory; and that the goods they contained were destined to be 
exchanged for slaves, and were landed for no other purpose. 

I have, &c. 
The Secretary of the Admiralty, 

&.c. &0. &c. 
(signed) Charles Hotham, 
Commodore and Commander-in Chief. 

NO. 

2 

SCHEDULE of ENCLOSURES in the preceding Letter. 

DATE. FROM. 

1849 : 
4 February Commander-in-Chief -

Mr. Parker, Pilot 

TO. SUBJECT. 

- - - Questions put to Com­
manding Officers, &c. relative 
to the Gallinas. 

Commander-in-Chief - - - Journal of Operations at 
Gallinas. 

3 6 February Captain Jones - - - - ditto - - - Answers to Questi.ons re­
ferred to in Enclosure No.1. 

4 5 

5 5 

6 5 

7 5 

8 5 

9 5 

10 5 

11 5 

12 5 

13 5 

14 I) 

15 4 

16 8 

17 4 

18 4 

19 10 

20 19 

21 19 

Dr. Munro -

Qommander Murray 

Lieutenant Royer 

Captain Jones - - - Surgeon's Report on the 
Negroes taken at Gallinas. 

Commander-in-Chief - - - Answers to Questions re­
ferred to in Enclosure No.1. 

Commander Murray • - Report on a Slave taken at 
Gallinas. 

Commander Monypenny Commander-in-Chief - - - Answers to Questions re­
ferred to in Enclosure No. 1. 

Commander Quin 

Commander Haswell 

Lieutenant Forbes 

Lieutenant Hill -

Lieutenant Jolliffe 

Lieutenant Purvis 

Mr. Parker ~ 

- ditto ditto. 

ditto ditto. 

ditto di tto. 

- ditto ditto. 

- - - - ditto 

ditto 

- ditto 

ditto. 

- - ditto. 

ditto. 

King John Fortune, &c. - - - Declaration on the part 
ofthe Chiefs of Gallinas. 

Commander-in-Chief - Commander Monypenny - - Order respecting the Block­
ade of Gallinas. 

ditto - The French Commodore - - Information of the Block-
ade. 

ditto - - The American Com- - ditto. 
modore. 

Dr. Munro - Captain Jones 
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Enclosure, NO.1. 

MEMORANDUM. 

" Penelope," Gallinas, 4 February 1849. 
You will answer to the best of your recollection, the following questions, adding any 

information you rday have gaine~ tending to elucidate the nature of tbe trade, whether 
legal or illegal, conducted at GallIn.as.. . . " 

l~t. In the different slave factories which you VIsIted, was there any eVlderlte tending 
to prove the exportation of slaves'! '. 

zd. Did you see either slave.lI'ons, shackles, forelocks for fastening shackles, Iron for 
makino- shackles handcuffs, chall1s, slave coppers, casks filled with water, &.c.? 

3d. Did you ;ee any country .p~oduce to give in excha~ge for goods imported? 
4th. What is your general Opll1lOn. on the trade of Galhnas? , . 
5th . On entering the barracoons, did you see" poo-poo tubs,' or other furl1lture con­

nected with the slave trade? 
6th. Did yOll converse with any resident, or receive information, on the mercantile opera­

tions of Gallinas ? 
7th. Did you see any slaves; if so, in what fact~ry? " . 
8th. Did you see or bear of any slaves escaping Into the" bush, on the morning of our 

landing? . 
9th. Did any proprietor or agent of a factory relate to you, on or about the 3d of FeL­

ruary 1849, the number of vessels that have escaped since December 1848? 
loth. 'Were the goods found in the factories generally those employed in the purchase 

of slaves? 
(signed) Chas. Hotham, 

Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

One copy of the above sent to the undermentioned persons; viz. 

Captain Jones } 
Commander Haswell " Penelope." 
Lieutenant Purvis -
Commander Murray, "Favorite." 
Commander Monypenny, "Sealark." 
Commander Quin, "Waterwich." 
Lieutenant Forbes, " Bonetta." 
Lieutenant Hill, "Dart." 
Lieutenant Jolliffe, " Pluto." 
Mr. Parker, Pilot, &.c. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Chas. Hotham, 
COlllm odore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No.2. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Sealark," at anchor off Gallioas River, 
Saturday 3 February 1849. 

A-r six a. m., boats from Her Majesty's steam frigate" Penelope," Commodore Sir Charles 
H?tham, K. c. D.; Her Majesty's ship "Favorite," Commande.r Morray; Her Majesty's 
ship" Sealark," Commander Monypenny; Her Majesty's ship" Water Witch Com­
mand r Quin; Her Majesty's brigantine" Bonetta," Lieutenant Commander Forb~s' Her 
Majesty's brigantine "Dart," Lieutenant Commander Hill; Her Majesty's steam ~essel 
~ Pluto,'.' Lieut,~nant Jolliffe, entered the bar of the Gallinas River, and proceeded up the 
Dver, bemg ordered by Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. c. D., to take the boats of Her 

team frigate. " Penelope" up the .River Solyman, Captain Jones in command. 
l~~~~~~~~ tbe flver, and at 11 a. m. Sighted the barracoons of DOll Chrispo Pablo 

1 p. m. landed at the barricade of , and cut through the 
!!'!f'I"','''''' but found out all of the slaves had been removed to another 

chiefs, as one of the natives being taken prisoner stated that 
had over 1,000, as Chrespo Pablo had only shipped slave. 

all their vessels bad been captured by the 
monUls. 

Appendix, NO.7. 
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them. One of the natives detained was wounded, and one of the "Penelope's" men 
slightly; they kept firing until the boats were out of mus~et shot. On l~nding at Sum~er 
Island, Don Chrespo's main establishment, all the Spamards had fled mto the bush with 
the slaves, and some hud gone up in large boats and canoes to a town, I understood, named 
Sodaro t6 miles higher up the River Suliman,owlled by a chief named Shafer Oohmah. 
Found 'two Brazalian sailors that had been landed from the· " Maria," a Baziliall brigantine 
the" Pluto" had captured; they also confirmed the statement the nati~es had given. I saw 
large boilers, forelocks, plank, larg.e casks, and chain and collars there, and great quantities 
of rice; also goods and other furl1lture connected With the slave trade; also saw boats and 
canoes that I understood had been employed in shipping slaves; also two boys, one 
marked H.f and the other W., which boys stated that they were slaves of Don Chrespo 
Pablo, but had made their escape from the main party, and were picked up in a canoe trying 
to get to us. They stated that both barracoons were full, and also stated that a few had 
been shipped lately in a felucca, and that Chrespo Pablo sometimes flogged his slaves so 
that they died next day, for an offence. And I also sawall proof in the establishment that 
the slave trade was actually carried on there. After burning the barracoons. at Summer 
Island, we were informed that a large cutter or schooner boat was on a small Island, wluch 
had been to the Brazils once \V ith 40 slaves, and l'E/turned, and that Chrespo Pablo was 
having her lengthened to go to Brazils again. vVent to the island and found her; burnt 
her, <lnd all the articles belongin/< to her. Came d?wn the ri vel', and landed at a barricade 
called Su,liman, on the point built on purpose to slur slaves from, as it is not more than 300 

yards from the sea and about 50 from the ri vel', and a \'ery smooth surf in the dry season; 
everyone of the inhabitants fled, and it was set on fire. Embarked in the boats, and 
came down the river; landed at Dombocorro Point, where Commodore Sir Charles 
Hotham, K. c. B., was quartered; one of the largest slave .barracoons at the Gallinas, and 
IJas been destroyed before by Captain Denman. Saw there slave irons, coppers, poo-poo 
tubs, mess kids, rice, round bar iron for making shackles, and an immense quantity of fllr­
niture and goods connected with tbe slave trade; and also was informed by one of the 
re~idents in the establishments that a large brig and a schooner had taken over 1,000 slaves 
from the establishments since the loth of December 1848, and during the rainy season in 
1848 the agent had shipped off three cargoes of slaves, and had lost also three vessels that 
had been captured; and that was only 170 slaves carried in the bush from the barracoon 
when the boats entered the River Gallinas; and I was informed by the same resident tbat 
the barracoons at Camarsuro, Tindo, Tambahyah, Denah, and Jaykilly had upwards of 
1,500 in them; that slaves were plentiful ill the country on account of the namerous petty 
wars that were going on ill the n.eighbouring territories, and that on an average about '2l. 
was paid a head for them; and that a steamer and another vessel was expected here soon 
to embark slaves on board, and that other Establishments would very soon be goin~ on, as 
the slaves are considered the best on the coast; and that all the slaves did not go to the 
Brazils, but a good many were carried to the island of Cuba and Porto Rico. Many British 
subjects have been sold and shipped frolll this place; trying to get back from Sierra Leone 
10 the COSOI' country; they are made prisoners and sold again, after having been once 
liber'lted. The territory of Gallinas is about 12 miles long, and about 30 or 40 in depth in 
the interior; being so very small, and very sandy, it yields scarcely enough for the inha­
bitants; most of the supplies of rice come from the Sherbro and Kittam country. All 
slaves shipped to the north-westward of Gallinas are carried there to ship, as an opportunity 
sometimes occurs there when Gallinas is too closely blockaded. The chiefs of Gallinas 
are as follow :-

Prince Maner, son of the late Kil2g Shalker, John Shafer Rodgers, James Rodgers, 
ACl!la Rodgers, Jamy Portuwallalt, :Shafer Parmar, Shafer Dormar, Barrah BonO'or at 
the town of Caza. The chiefs of Gallinas have generally from 500, some 1,000, and s~me 
as many as 5,000 domestic slaves, but seldom sell them, as the supply of slaves from the 
interior is always plentiful. 

Sunday morning King John Fortune, Sandee Shahkee, son of the late kina, was deputed 
by the chiefs to come down and treat with Commodore Sir Charles Hotha[~, K. c. B., and 
informed the Commodore that the. chiefs. had ~cknowledgerl that they had done wrong in 
allowll1g the slave trade to go on 111 thell'terl'ltory, and deputed them t<> say that they 
wOllld dehver. the slaves, and send Ihem o.n board o~ any of Her Majesty's ships that 
Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. c. B., might appomt to receive them, as they would 
send them on board wtthout any hope of recompense; accordinaiy, the agreement 
drawn up and signed by the chief's deputed to treat with Commod~re Sir Charles ....... 'II¥'Di 
K. C. B., the bnracoon was burnt, and all the boats returned on board witb 
slaves belonging to the differellt barracoons of Gallinas, some in a m08tlln.~f?I~I.Il~~t;fi 
merely skeleton;;. 

Sir,-fhave the h"nour to ll'ansmit you the followingjournat. 

Sir Cha~. Hotham, 
Commodore ,and Commander-in-Chief. 

The foregoing journal 
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same to be a just and true account of the proceedings at Gallinas 011 the 3d and 4th of 
February 1849: 

• 

(signed) 

(True copy.) 

Win. H. Haswell. 
Wm. Hickman. 
Rd. Purvis. 

(signed) Chas. Hotham, 
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief . 

Enclosure, No.3. • 

H. 1\1.'s Steam Frigate" Penelope," 
Sir, 6 February 1849, off Gallillas. 

IN compliance with your memorandum of the 4th instant, 1 herewith transmit you 
answers to the questions therein ccntained, as follows ;-

Q. 1. In the different slave factories which you visited, was there any evidence tending 
to prove the exportation of slaves ?-A. Yes, both at Akinta and Dombocorro there was 
every arrangement illdicating an organized system for carrying on the slave trade. 

2. Did you see either slave irons, shackles, forelocks for fastening shack les, iron for 
milking shackles, handcuffs, chains, slave coppers, casks filled with water, &c. ?-At the 
Akinta factory I saw a quantity of small round iron, such as is lIsed for makillg neck 
shackles; coppers were erected in the outbuildings for cooking large quantities of food , 
10 casks capable of holding 100 F-allons of wate r, and about 10 others capable of holding 
30 gallons, were filled and ready for use. 

3 . Did you see any country produce to give in exchange for goods imported ?-O ne 
tusk of an elephant. 

4. What is your general opinion on the trade of Gallillas ?-Entirely devoted to carrying 
on slave trade. 

5. On entering the barracoons, did you see "poo-poo tubs," or other furnitu re con­
nected with the slave trade ?-In the barracoolls at Akinta, poo-poo tubs containing recent 
human excrement, and other indications of the place having been l\Uniedly and recently 
vacated. 

6. Did you converse with any resident , or receive information on the mercantile opera­
tions of Gallinas ?-Not from any authentic source worth quoting. 

7. Did you see any slaves; if so, state in what factory?-Two boys, of about the 
age of 14, escaped from the factory at Akinta, Summer's Island, and 12 others at Dom­
bocorro, viz. two men, two women, seven boys, and one girl. 

8. Did any proprietor, or agent of a factory relate to you, Oll 01' about 3d February 
1849, the number of vessels that have escaped since December 1848 ?- 1 had no COIl­

versation with any agent 01' proprietor of a factory. 
9. Were the ~oods found in the factories generally those elJlployed in the purchase 

of slaves ?-At Akinta the stores were principally tilled with tobacco, spirits, and gun­
powder. 

I have also to bring to your notice the surgeon's report on the state of the slaves brought 
on board the" Penelope." 

C()mUlod~)fe Sir Chas. Hotham, K. c. B., 

Commander-in-Chief, &e. Bee. &c. 

I have,&c. 
(signed) L. T, Jones, 

Captain. 

(TlUe copy.) 

(signed) Chas. liotham, 
Commodore, and Commander-in Chief. 

Enclosure, No.4. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Penelope," 5 February t849. 
I!rlmi"i,"""" with your directions, I have examined the negroes who came on board 

4th Februnry, consisting of ~wo men, two women, nine boys. and 

extreme emaciation and debility, 
with existence; they are quite 

way. Their weight is stated 

'It;~;(~;;~r~~~~~ from the adjoinin~ ~ 1(01 .... i!DlI;ft)1red.'lm bolltl~ tblB 

Appendix, NO.7. 
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APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

HEIGHT OF NEGRO FROM 

THE FACTORY. 
WEIGHT. WEIGHT OF KROOMEN OF SAME HEIGHT. 

• 5 feet ,7 inches -

5 fee t 5 inches -

4 feet 5 illf;hes (boy) 

67 1bs . 

59 1bs. 

361bs. 

145 1bs. 

1501bs• 

No Krooman of that height. 

(signed) 

(True copy.) 

John Munro. 

(signed) Chas. Hotham, 
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No.5. 

Her Majesty's Sloop" Favorite," off Gallinas, 
Sir, 5 February 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to reply to the question~ addressed to me in your order, dated 
yesterday, the answers being numbered as the questions to which they reter. 

1st. The factories which I visited Oil the 3u and 4th of February 113+9, were at D:>mbo­
corro, and at Tineb, farther up the Gallinas River. The factories were supplied with goods 
for the purchase of slaves, such as rum and tobacco, and there was no sigtl of any native 
legitimate produce, which, supposing the trade carried on to be other thatl the slave 
trade, would have been collected for export. 

2d. At Dombocorro, I saw irons, and quantite. of roi iron at both places for making 
shackles, a length of light iron chains; in one store there were a ~reat number of water 
casks, some fuH and some empty; there were two .htve coppers at Dombocorro, a number 
of slave m~ss kids, and I saw one of the" Penelope's" men carrying down a number of 
handcuffs, found on the premises. 

3d. There was no country produce whatever collected, as if in return for good. 
imported. 

4th. My opinion of the trade carried on at Gallinas is, that it has been the foreign 
slave trade,ana nothing but tile foreign slave trade. Large quantities of goods were imported; 
I have seen them landed by French, American, and Sardinian vessels. These goods were 
exchanged for slaves, which slaves were shipped whenever opportunity offered. 

5th. On entering the large barracoon at Dombocorro, on the morning of the 4th, I saw 
a n umber of " poo-poo" tu bs, which had been very recently used; the floor of the barracoon 
was part.ially planked over, and one end partitioned off for the women. 

6th. The information which I received from a person living, I believe, as an agent at 
Dombocorro, was translated to me from the Spanish language by yourself at the time it 
was spoken. ' This person was called Don Benito, and I certainly understood that he did 
not attempt to disguise that he was there for the purpose of carrying on the slave trade. 
Once, when you were not pres,ent, he said to me in French that he was endeavouring to 
establish a trade in palm oil. 

7th. 1 saw only a few slave5, which itl the course of the two days were brought into 
Dombocorro. 

'8th. I did not see any slaves escape into the bush as we approached the factories, but 
I heard Lieutenant Hill hail you to say that he did. I examined a slave boy, which had 
given himself up to Captain Jones, who distinctly declared that the slaves from two large 
bal'l'acoons were driven away into the bush, some in fetters, on the approach of the 
" Penelope's" boats to the factories in the Solyman River, 011 the 3d of February. 

9th. You translated to me from Don Benito's Spanish, on the 3d of February, that he 
then speaking it) onr presence informed you that three vessels had very lately gone away 
full of slaves froUl Gallinas. 

10th. The goods found in the factories generally were those desired by the Dativ.es 
part of Africa, principally bale goods. tobacco, rum, and gunpowder. 

11 tho I was sen ior officer in the northern division from October 11:146 to 
during that time I never heard of a vessel receiving a legitimate cargQ 

I have, k 
Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. c. B. (signed) 

Commander-ill-Chief, &c. &c. &c. 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

Enclosure, No.6. 

Sir Her Majesty's Ship" Favorite," 5 February 1849. 
IN c~mp1iance with your order that I should transmit a report of the examination of 

the boy brought from Don Chl'ispo's harracoon, I beg to i~f'orm you t~at ~1e stated that be 
came from Prince MlI,j1lla's town, and bad been two years JU Don Clmspo s barracoon, and 
had become one of the domestic slaves of that establishment. 0 

He could not tell what nnmber of slaves were in the barracoons; there were som e in 
chains anti some with collars on their necks. 

He had seen slaves flogged, and had himself been so; but never beard of any h.aving been 
fired from a gun. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A ljl'ed Royer, 

Lieut. Her Majesty's Ship " Favorite." 
To Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. C.B. 

Commander-in-Chief. 
(True copy .) 

(signed) Chas. Hotham, 
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No.7. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Sealark," Gallinas, 
Sir, 5 February 1849. 

IN answer to your memorandum of the 4th instant, I have the honour to report, 
1st. That in both the factories which I visited, viz. Commosorn and Sigary, there was 

strong evidence tending to prove the exportation of slaves. 
zd . That in both factories were found slave irons, forelocks for fastening shackles, and 

chains in small quantities; but I did not see any slave coppers, or casks filled with water. 
3d. That in neither of them did I see any country produce of any description to exchange 

for imported goods. 
4th. That in my opinion the export trade of Gallinas is mainly, if not exclusively a slave 

trade. 
5th. That in the barracoons which I visited I did not see any" poo-poo tubs," or furni ­

ture, except the cane seats or beds that run round the walls, but there were seveloalbrge 
tubs under a shed. 

6th. That I was not able to obtain any information on the mercantile operations of 
GalJinas. 0 

7th. That in the factories of Commosorn, I found 13 slaves, and in the nei ,~hbourhood of 
Sigary fom more were found in the bush by the Kroomen of I he "Penelope" an d 
" SeaIHlk." 

8th. That I did not see or hear of any slaves escaping into the bush on the morning of 
our landing, but th e barracoons at Commosorn had evidently been very lately inhabited . 

9th. T~l<lt I understood the person in charge of the factory at Commosorn, un or 
about the 3d of Fel}l'uary 1849, to say lhat three vessels had escaped during Ihis year. 

10th. That the goods found m the above-nallJed factories were chiefly spirits, gun­
powder, arlllS, cloths, &c., which I have always heard were generally employ ed in the pu r­
chase of slaves. 

lIth. That I cannot recall to my recollection my ever having heard durin~ th e tim e 
1 have been senior officer in the northern division of a vessel receIving a legitimale cargo 
at Gallinas; the master of the steamer" Maid of Islay " did state to the boarding officer 
of the" Seal:nk," Lieutenant Didham, on the 13th of May 1848, the morning before he 
was taken by Her Majesty's sloop" Alert," that he was coming into this place to take in 
cargo, but I have every reason to believe that that statement was untrue. 

r have every reason to believe that there is a considerable traffic carried on by canoes 
through tbe Sherbro, between Gallinas and Sierra Leone, in articles of native produce, 
and lome ivory and gold dust, but that there is very little, if any export trade by sea, except the. hrade. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) WiUiam B. Monypenny, 

Commander. 

Appendix, NO.7. 
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Sent in the original 
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APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

Enclosure, No.8. 

Her Majesty's Sloop" Waterwitch," 
Sir Gallinas, 5 January 1849· 

IN reply to your order directing me to answer certain questions tending to ~lucidate the 
m,ture of the trade carried on in Gallinas, I have the honour to infcf.m you, wIth reference 
to your first question, that I consider that there was evidence, in the slave factories that 
I visited, tending to prove the exportation of slaves. 

Secondly. In the factory at Dindo, which 1 had possession of, I saw a slave copper, 
a slave c1lfl.in 20 fathoms long, and forelocks for fastenin!!: shackles. 

Thirdly. The only produce that 1 saw of the country was eight tons of rice in an out­
house, bllt which certainly was not meant to give in exchange for goods ftnported. 

Fourthly. Myopinion is, that the trade of the Gallinas in general is connected, directly 
or ind'irectly, with slave traffic. 

F ifthly. 'I saw at the Slore at Dindo articles in the shape of poo-poo tubs, but then 
appropri'lted to otlier uses, as they were half filled with flour and calavances; they were 
perfectly new. I saw besides in the barracoons at Dindo a quantity of mats Illade of 
split bamboo seized together, which struck me as being intended as beds for the slaves. 
In the same barracoon there was a space portioned off, with a kind of fireplace, and a large 
cast-iron kettle; the floor had the appearance of being trampled upon by a large number 
of people at no very distant period. There were a number of oars in store, besides a large 
boat under a shed, and two or three larger canoes than usual. The kitchen, in an outhouse, 
"ppeared to me much too large for any people that we saw there. I did converse with a 
Portuguese resident, who called himself Don Juan Paredes, but he appeared to bave n~ 
information to give in regard to any mercantile operations at Gallinas; he had been 
captured only a few weeks before by Her Majesty's steam vessel" Pluto," in the brigantine 
she last sent. up fur adjudication to Sierra Leone. 

Seventhly. Isaw some slaves at Dombocorro, Qut I believe they had been brought down 
tbe river; I saw also others, which Lieutenant Forbes was bringing down the branch of the 
river between Dindo and Dombocorro. 

Eighthly. I did not. hear of any slaves escaping from Dindo into the bush on the morning 
of our landing, but I did receive information that slaves had been sent away from that place, 
about a month ago. 

Ninthly. The man mentioned befure, Don Juan Paredes, spoke generally of some vessels 
having escaped, but particularly a felucca that had got away with 230 slaves, about a 
month ago; he seemed unwilling to give much information on the subject. 

Tenthly. I think that nearly all the goods found in tbe faetories were oftbe kind generally 
employed in the purchase of slaves. 

I have the honour to enclose you a paper, with apparently a plan on it, and some writing, 
which may possibly be of use in getting information by it. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Ricll«J:Jl Robt. Qllil/, 

Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. c. B., Commander. 
Commander-in-Chief. 

(True C.0Py,) 

(signed) elias. Hot/taln, 
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No.9. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Penelope," at Gallinas. 
Sir, 5 February 1849. 

IN reply to your memorandum dated the 4lh instant, I have the honour to submit the 
following answers to the interrogatories therein contained, viz: 

Q. 1. In the different slave factories which you visitecl, was there any evidence tending 
to prove the exportation of slaves ?-A. In the two first barrucoons I visited on the 
3d instant, Djouring (said to belung to Don Miguel) and Summer's Island ( 
there were the remains of fires in several of the buildings, and they all 
havillg been a very few hours, perhaps immediately before, occupied 
number and exteut of these buildings, the peculiar manner in which 
Jarge gU \!,ntilies of rum, rice, tobacco, powder, &c., in the different 
the fact of there being few staple commodities in the 
articles, convinces me that the traffic in slaves is the only 
natives and foreign residents at Gallina;;. 

~. Did you see either slave irons, shackles, 
for making shackles, handcuffs, chains, 
I saw iron slave shackles, handcuffs, 
and 'ater casks filled. 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

J. Did you see any country produce to give in exchange for goods imported ?-No. Appendix, NO.7_ 
4. What is your general opinion on the trade of Gallinas? -Traffic in slaves. 
5. 011 entering the barracoons, did you see "poo-poo tubs" or other furniture con­

necled with the slave trade? - Yes, at the two places mentioned in my answer to 
Question 1, and also at Dombocol'ro. 

6. Did you converse with any resident, or receive information on the mercantile ope­
rations of the GalJinas ?-No. 

7. Did you see any slaves; if so, in what factory ?-Yes, we captured two boys in a 
canoe, escaping from Don Crespo's factory, one branded with W. on bis breast, the other 
wilh H. on his back. 

$. Did any proprietor or agent of a factory relate to you, on or about 3d February 
1849, the numbcr of vessels tbat have escaped since December 1848? -No~ 

g. Were e goods f~und in the factories, gene!'ally those employed in the purchase 
of slaves? - .Yes. It IS right that I should mentIOn, that a PortuO'uese informed me 
after 1 h~d taken him into my boat from Summer's Island factory, th~t on the morning of 
the expedition entering the river, about 1,000 slaves were marched away from that place 
10 the opposite side of the island, and embarked in canoes to some distallt barracoon, and 
the two boys mentioned in my reply to question NO.7, can confirm this statement. 

.commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. c. B., 

Com mander-in-Chief. 

I have, &c . 
(signed) W. H. Haswell, 

Acting Commander. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Charles Botnam, 
Commodol'fol and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No. 10. 

Her IVlajesty's Ship "Bonetta," Gallinas, 
Sir, 5 February 1849. 

1 HAVE the honour to lay before you the following answers to your questions: 

Q. 1. In the different slave factories which you visited, was there any evidence tending 
.to prove the exportation of slaves ?-A. Every evidence requisite, as the following will 
prove. 

'1. Did you see either slave irons, shackles, forelocks for fastening shackles, i ron for 
making shackles, handcuffs, chnins, slave coppers, casks filled with water, &c. ?-­
Slave irons, shackles, forelocks, handcuffs, 1 saw; and was told by an agent, that vessels 

.arriving without water could not be supplied, they having no convenience at the factories. 
, 3. Did you see any country produce to give in exchange for goods imported ?-There 
was no country produce for exportation, but a well-stored granary for the subsistence of 
the slaves. 

4. What is your general opinion on the trade of Gall inas ?-Entirely a slave trade, 
without any disguise; vessels under American, tiJe Italian, Bremen, Hamburgh Hnd 
Portu,"ucse f1~gs, land goods, but export nothing. 

5. On enterin~ the barracoons, did you see any" poo-poo tubs " or otner furniture 
connected wilh the slave trade ?-I did not observe any roo-poo tubs, but in the factory 
at Comasuro, belonging to Don Pablo Alfarez, was a barracoon arranged like a barrack­
room, with sleeping !llaces all rOLlnd, in which were the remains of fires, mats, rags, leavino-s 
of food; in short, evidence of a large number of people having been confined tiJere. b 

6. Did you C0nvcrse with any resident, or receive inforlllal ion on the mercantile ope­
ratiolls of Gallinas?-Doll Jose Luiz, who left GnlIillas on the 2d of February, spoke 
to me opellly of the slave trade, and argued many points about it, stating his belief that 
the only way to put a stop to it, w?uld be t.o open the trade, which 1V0uid ruin the slave 
merchant; the presence of the cl'Ulsers causlllg tbe profit to be enormous. The agent at 
Com&suro also spoke of the tmde, and neither appeared even to wish to disguise that they 
... ere tlue merchants. 

Did you see any slaves; if so, state in what factory? -At the factory of Comasuro, 
',,~.-.- iriWral slaves in the most horrible state of emaciation, being in my opinion the 

too ill to be driven to the bush. 
or agent of a factory relate to you, on or about 3d of February 

that h ... e escaped since Decembel' 1848?-The agent at 
:ba.ct,~I""_ Wit 370 slaves, and the natives told me 
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articles used in the slave trade in the different houses. The agent of the factory des­
troved by Commander QUill was captured by me III July last, In a slave schooner, the 

" Andarinha." 
I have, &,c. 

To Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. c. B . (signed) F. E. Forbes, 
Lieutellant Commanding. Commander-in-Chief. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Charles Hotham, . . 
Commodore and Commander-ill-Chtef. 

e 

Enelos ure, No. 11. 

Her Majesty's Brigantine" Dart," Gallinas, 
Sir, 5 February 1849. 

IN compliance with your memoranaum, directing me to answer to the best of my.recQl­
lection the following questions, adding ~ny informatIOn I may have gained tenchng to 
elucidate the nature of the trade (whether legal or illegal) conducted at Galhnas, I beg 
leave to answer the questions accordingly: 

Q. 1. In the different slave factories which you visited was there any evidence tending 
to prove the exportation of slaves 7-A. Yes, I saw a quantity of slave irons, plank for slave 
decks, slave tins, and rice for feeding slaves. 

2. Did you see either slave irons, shackles, forelocks for fastening shackles, handcuffs, 
chains, slave coppers, casks filled with water, &'c.?- Yes, I saw slave irons, shackles, 
forelocks for fastening shackles, iron for making shackles, and slave yards. 

3. Did you see any country produce to give in exchange for goods imported ?- N one 
whatever. 

4. What is your general opinion on the trade of Gallinas ?-That there is no trade but 
in slaves. 

5. On entering the barracoons, did you see" poo-poo tubs," or other furniture con­
nected with the slave trade?-Yes, I saw" pOO-pOD tubs," slave tins, and plank for slave 
decks. . 

6. Di(l you convel'se with any resident, or receive information on the mercantile 
operations of Ga ll inas? - Yes, I conversed with a man that harl been resident there nine 
years, and who had factories belonging to him, and he told me that there was no mercantile 
operations at all, the only trade was in slaves; that the natives were too lazy even to grow 
rice for tbeir own consumption. 

7. Did you see any slaves; if so, state in what factory?-Yes, I saw slaves in the 
factories called Dumbocoro and Comosoon. 

8. Did you see or hear of any slaves escaping into the bush on the morning of our 
landing; if so, describe the full particulars?-Yes, when pulling up the river I observed a 
great Ilumber of slaves escaping from the barracoolls of Dumbocoro into the bush; and 
from what I saw at the other barracoons I have no doubt a great many escaped, from the 
dirty stale the slave yards were in. 

g. Did any proprietor or ag'ent of a factory relate to you, on or about the 3d of 
February 1849, the number of vessels that bad escaped since December 1848?-Yes, the 
proprietor of the Comosoon factory told me that three vessels had escaped with slaves, one 
ollly 20 days ago. 

10. Were the gooJs found in the factories generally those employed in the purchase 
of slaves 7-Yes, I saw no goods except those used for the purchase of slaves. I beg 
further to add that I have known the Gallinas for a long period, and constantly landed 
there, and have never seen anything except slaves exported, and nothing impurted but 
goods for the purchase of slaves. 

To Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. c. B. 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Sir, 

I HAVB the hOllou-1' to ackno 
compliance therewith, I 
mentioned relating to the 

(True C0PY.) 

Enclosure, No. 12. 

I have, &'c. 
(signed) Edward Hill, 

Lieutenant and Commander. 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

Q. 1. In the different slave factories which you have visited, was ti1ere allY evidence Appendix, NO.7. 
tending to prove the exportation of slaves ?-A. I saw no evidence of the actual exportation 
of slaves. 

2. Did you see ei ther slave il'~ns, shackles, forelocks for fastening shackles, iron for 
makinO' shackles handcuffs, chams, slave coppers, casks filled With water, &c. ?-I saw 
some few slave irons, a quan tity of iron for making shackles, slave coppers, and casks 
filled with water. • . 

3. Did you see any country pr?~uce to give in exch.ange .for goods imported.?- ~ one. 
4. What is your general opInion on the trade of Galltnas ?-Almost entll'ely 111 slave 

dealing. 
5. On entering the barracoons, did. you see "poo-poo tubs," or ~lher furniture connec~ecl 

with the slave trade?-I saw a quantIty of these tubs and other furniture ror slaves, With 
evident ma of their having been recently used. 

6. Did you converse with any resident, or receive information 011 the mercantile ope­
·ratiolls of the Gallinas ?- N one whatever. 

7. Did you see any slaves; if so, state in what factory ?- N one except those cap-
tured. 

8. Did you see or hear of any ,laves escaping into the "hush" on the morning of 
our landinp·?-Yes, I heard of a quantity. . 

9. Did ~ny proprietor or agent of a factory relate to you, 011 or about the 3d of February 
] 849 the number of vessels that have escaped since December 1848 ?- No. 10: Were the goods found in the factories generally those employed in the purchase of 
slaves?-Yes. 

I have, &c. 
To Commodore Sir Charles Hotham, K. c. B. (signed) W. Kynaston Jolliffe, 

Commander-in-Chief. Lieutenant and Commander. 

(True copy.) 
(signed) C/lades Hotham, 

Com mod ore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No. 13. 

Her Majesty's Sloop" Penelope," Gallinas, 
Sir, 5 February 1849. 

AGREEABLY to the directiolls contained in your memorandum of yesterday's date, 
calling on me to answer the following questions reJati re to the na ture .of the trade con­
ducted at Gallinas, &c., I have the honour to state, in reply to 

Q. 1. III the clifferent slave factories which you visited, was there any evidence tending 
to prove the exporlation of slaves ?-A. Yes, large canoes, and at Jim Town there was a 
boat of about five tons burlhen, which, I was informed, had on one occasion conveyed 
slaves to I he Brazils. 

2. Did you see either slave irons, shackles, forelocks for fastening shackles, iron for 
making shackles, handcuffs, chains, slave coppers, casks filled with water, &c.1-
I saw slave irons, shackles, handcuffs, chains, a large quantity of casks filled with aO'ua­
diente; and I also found slave coppers and bolts stowed away under the casks inOthe 
stores at Dombocorro. 

3. Did you see any country produce to give in exchange for goods imported ?-No. 
4. What is your general opinion on the trade of Gallinas ?-That the slave trade is 

carried 011 very extensively. 
5. On enlering the barracoons did you see" poo-poo tuus," or other furniture con­

nected with the slave trade ?-1 saw poo-poo tubs and planks, from the smell of which 
I should judge Ihat slaves had just left the place. 

6. Did you converse with any resident, or receive information on the mercantile ope­
Tation~ of Gallinas ?-N o. 

7. Did you see any slaves; if so, state in what factory?-I saw slaves, who were 
brought in from the bush. 

8. Did you see or hear of any slaves escaping into the bush, on the morning of our 
landing?- 1 saw a large number of people leaving the factory at Dombocorro; they 
evidently appeared to be slaves, and I heard from a slave woman (by means of an inter­
preter) that the slaves had been driven to a to\\'n about three miles up Ihe river. 

Did or agent of a factory relate to you, on or about 3d February 
vessels that had escaped since December 1848 ?-Yes, that three 

the 10lh of December 1848. 
in the factories generally those employed in the purchase 
Wlae ploda .. gunpowder, agqdiente. &c. 

"c. 
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Enclosure, No. 14. 

H. M. S. "Sealark," 
Sir, 

IN answer to your memorandum, 
to you:-

5 February 1849, at anchor off the Gallinas River. 
dated the 4th instant, I have the honour to report< 

1st. In the factories that I visited, viz., Juring, Summer Island, and Domborcoro, there 
were evident proofs of the purchasing and exportation of slaves. 

2d. In the eifferent Larracoons visited by me, I saw chains, slave irons, and forelocks 
for fastening shackles, poo-poo tubs, mess kids, boilers, and iron bars for making slave 
irons, casks, leagers for containing water. 

3d. I saw no produce of the country to give in exchange for the immense quantity of 
goods ill the factoriE\S. 

4th. My general opinion of the GaUinas is, there is DO other trade but the slave trade, 
as I lived there one year and saw no other trade, and am acquainted with all the chiefs of 
Gallinas; having been in Africa 22 years, I have never known any other trade there but" 
the slave trade. 

5tb. On entering the barracoom, I saw poo-poo tubs, containing filtb, and other 
furniture connected with the slave trade. 

6th. I conversed with a few of the residents of Gallinas, and found that the slave · 
trade has increased threefold within the last year. I saw two slaves that run from Don 
Chrespo's barracoolI, marked Hand N, and speaking their language, they informed me · 
that two barracoons were full in Summer Island, which had been taken into the bush at 
the appearance of the boats in the River Solyman, and, from the best of my .i udgment, . 
I suppose they would hold at least 500 hundred each; I also understood from some of the 
residellts that Don Chrespo at Summer Island and Juring had lately shipped slaves in a 
felucca, and Don Lewis and Benito had shipped slaves from the barracoon at Domborcoro 
in two vessels, one a brig, and the other a schooner; 1 also saw slaves brought in from 
the bush, belonging to the factory at DOtllborcoro and Jindo, and I inquired of them what 
}Jud become of the rest, as these were in a l1Iost shocking state, merely skeletons, and 
could not follow the rest, and were left behind. 

7th. I \Vas informed by one of the Spaniards living in Domborcoro that three vessels 
had escaped since the 10th of December 1848. 

8th. The goods that I saw in the factories are such as are given for the slaves, ana 
I was informed that the agents had more than 3,000 slaves trusted out, to be paid in three 
months, as that is the way in which they get the slaves; some of the chiefs take the goods 
011 credit, and send them into the interior for slaves, which are caught genen:lly in war, 
and sold. 

9th. I h'lI'e known the Gallinas for many year~, and have never known any other,· 
trade there but· the slave trade. 

loth. From the information received from different natives belonging to the Gallinas 
that at the time the boats entered the bar there was in the different uarracoons about 
2,500 or 3,000 slaves, including the barracoons up the Solyman River, and I have seen 
supplies of goods come through the River Sherbro and Boom Kittam from Sierra Leone, 
and sold at Gallinas for cash, but no African produce can be obtained in return for goods, . 
as the terntory is too small, only 1'2 miles in length and 30 depth. 

Commodore Sir Chas. Hotbam, K. c. E., 

COlllmander-in-Chief. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Wm. A. Parller, 

Pilot and Interpreter. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Cltas. Hotltam, 
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No. 15. 

KITTA M, John Siacca, son of the late King Fortune, voluntarily declares tbat 
this day adopted by Commodore Sir Charles Hotbam and the destruction 
are right and proper; that on the part of the chiefs of Gallinas he is 
they have erred and done that which is wrong; that they have 
by Captain Denman, and merit punishment. 

That unconditionally, and without any reserve, without 
kind, they promise •. to deliver up the slaves to 
Chief, within four days from this 
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tively refused to enter into any compromise for the sake of libel ating the slaves, now 
layino- in the bush, and released from the several factories and barracoons on the first 
afJl)(~~raIlCe of the boats in the Gaillnas waters. 

Darn bocorro, Gallinas, 4 February 1849. 
(signed) 

his 
King John X Fo1"tu II e. 

mark . • 

• (signed) 
his 

John x Shaicah. 
mark. 

(sIgned) Clwrles~Hotham, 
Commander-in-Chief. 

(signed) W. A. Parker, 
Pilot and Illterpreter, Her Majesty's Steam Ship" Penelupe." 

(signed) Alex. Murray, 
Commander, Her Majesty's Ship" Favorite." 

(signed) Thos. L. Gordon, 

(signed) Edwd. Hill, Lieutenant, 
Interpreter. 

Commanding Her Majesty's Brig" Dart." 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Cllas. Hotltam, 
Commodore and Commander-ill-Chief. 

Enclosure, No. 16. 

By Sir' Charles Hotham, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order of the 
Bath, Commodore of the First Class, and Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty's Ships 
and Vessels employed, and to be employed on the West Coast of Africa, &'c. &c. &c. 

THE orders under which you are acting provide for all the common duties required in 
the N orthE-rn Division, excepting in what may relate to the new state of affairs connected 
with Gallinas consequent on our recent operations. 

On the part of Her Majesty's Government, I have declared war with that conn try, th e 
limits of which are comprised between Solyman Point on the south, and Cazee on the 
north, lat. 60 5i N., long. 11 0 35 ' W., and Int. 70 5' N" long. 11 0 45 ' W., and I intend 
to exercise all the rights allowed by the law ofnation~ ill can'ying 011 the war. 

With that view, I shall give official notice of th(~ establishment of a mockade of {he 
Gallinas to the authorities of the neighbouring powers, and commanders of squadrons or 
ships on tlH' West Coast of Africa; and you will avail yourself of every opportunity to 
notify the existence of a blockade to the commanders and maslers of all vessels passing the 
interdicted territory. 

You II ill not interfere with men-oC-war, or prevent their communicating with Gallinas; 
but you are to inform the masters of merchant vessels that the blockade has been esta­
blished, and that it is forbidden to pass the line of the hlockad e, or communicate with 
the shore; and this warning will be noted, as far as. possible, in the logs of the vesaels in 
question. 

As the trade of Gallinas has beell proved 10 be connected wiill slave expo rtation, and 
the goods imponed used for that sole purpose, you will make no difference between 
yessels of any nation boarded, with any description of cargo. 

Vessels that persist in endeavouring to viulate the blockade, you will prevent, if abso­
lutely necessary, by force, forwarding a full account of the transaction, in duplicate, to the 
Admiralty, as well as to the officer commanding this station. 

You are not to selld any vessel to a Vice-Admiralty COUlt, either at Sierra Leune or 
elsewhere; in this parti~nlat" the blockade differs from the system generally pursued. 

The utmost temper and forbearance are required; 11 high responsibility devolves upon 
~, and t.he Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will nut sanction any net of violence 
"hlCh cwld by temperate measures have been avoided. 

Ginn on board the II Penelope," at GalJinas, the 8th day of February 1849. 
& Esq., (signed) Charles [{otham . 

• 1 Sealark." 

Appendix, No, '; 
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Lat. 60 67' N. 
Long. 11° 35' \V. 

to 
Lat. 7° 5' N. 

Lon g. 11° 45' W. 

Lat. 6° 57' N. 
Long, 110 35'W. 

to 
Lat. 7° 5' N. 

Long. }, I O 45' W. 

APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

Enclosure, No. 17'. 

Commodore, "Penelope," Gallinas,4 February 1'849. 
I DO myself the honour to inform you, that in consequence of the continued violation 

of the treaty concluded with the chiefs of Gallinas by Captain Denman, in 1840, for the 
suppression of the slave trade, I have declared war with that country, and established a 
blockade, with a sufficient and efiective force, between Solyman Point on the south, and 
Cazee on the north. _ 

I request you will be pleased to give public notice of this blockade to the French 
authorities 0l1l the West Coast of Africa, and to the masters of French vessels calling at 
Goree. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Charles Hotham, 

To the Commodore Commanding Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 
the French Naval Forces on the West Coast of Africa, 

&c. &c. &c. 

(True copy.) 

Charles Hotham, 
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No. 18. 

Sir " Penelope," Galiinas, 4 February 1849. 
I DO myself the honour to inform you, that in conseq uenee of the continued violation of 

th e treaty concluded with the chiefs of Gallinas, by Captain Denman, in 1840, for the 
suppression of the slave trade, I have declared war with that country, and established a 
blockade, with a sufficient and effective forcE', between Solyman Point on the south, and 
Cazee on the north. 

I request you will be pleased to give public notice to American citizens trading on the 
West Coast of Africa. 

I have, &c. 
To Commodore Bolton, 

Commanding the United States' Naval Forces 
on the West Coast of Africa, &c. &c. 

(signed) Chas. Hotham, 
Commodore and Com.-in-Chief. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Chas. Hotham, 
Commodore and Commr.-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, 1'0. 19. 

Sir" H. M. S. " Penelope," 10 February 1849. 
I BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of the Commander-in-chief, that the 

three negroes (two men and a boy) referred to in my letter of tlte 5th current, died be­
tween the mornings of the 8th and gth, from their extreme state of exhaustion and debility, 
accompanied with dysentery. 

To Captain Lewis T. Jones, 
H. M. S. " Penelope." 

(True copy.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) John }.IIulIro, M. D., 

Surgeon, H. M. S. " Penelope." 

(signed) Chas. Hotham, 
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No. 20. 

Sierra Leone, I1' ..... I," .... 'n 

THE examination of Down, a liberated African, taken 
Armstrong, Police Magistrate for this colony. 

Thomas Ogoo, a Cosso man, and constable of this 
Depouent Down saith, I was a slave, and lived 

Gallinas. The barracoons were burnt; I ran 
lold me that if I ~ent to Englishmen, 
the big ship arrived. Saw great 
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I was brought from Cosso about four years ago, by a black man, who sold me to the Appendix, NO.7. 
Spaniard, Don Crispo. I know Pepper; some time ago he was put in a vessel with many 
other slaves. 

She was chased by an English vessel of war; it was about a year ago. Saw Pepper 
taken off [0 the slave ship; the people were taken off in large boats. 

The slave ship was out about four days; returned, and was driven on shore; the slaves 
from bel' were put inoto the barracoon at Gallinas. Don Crispo buys slaves, and sells them 
to the Spaniards. There is a little vessel now building close to the barracoons at Gallinas. 
She belongs to Don Crispo, and is to carry slaves. Some people at the Gallinas fired at 
the people of the big ship. • 

(signed) 

Taken before me, at Freetown, the 19th day of February 1849. 
(signed) .Robert Armstrong, 

his 
Down X 

mark. 

Police Magistrate. 

(Copy of a copy.) 
(signed) Chas. Hotham, 

Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 

Enclosure, No. 21. 

Sierra Leone, Freetown, 19 February 1849. 
THE examination of Pepper, a liberated African, taken this day before me, Robert 

Armstrong, Police Magistrate for this colony. 
Thomas Ogoo, a Cosso man, and constable of this colony, being sworn as interpreter. 
Deponent Pepper saith, I was a slave at Tindo, or Summer Island. 
The barracoon belonging to Don Crispo was a large long building, divided into two 

parts, one full of men, the other of women. 
They were chained together. 
Frequently chained together, and flogged with a big whip, made of thick rope; some­

times they got three dozen lashes. 
A short time ago I saw a smoke fi'om a barracoon a little way off; it was so near that a 

person could hear another speaking, if he called out loud. 
A Gallinas man told me if I went to Engl ishman, I should be free. Another boy and 

I got into a canoe, and went to the English boat. 
I left the barracoon when the sun was overhead, and when I got to the boat it was very 

little down. 
The barracoon from which I ran away was afterwards burnt; I saw it burn; it belonged 

to Don Crispo. _ 
Slave irons were taken out of the barracoon and put on board the Devil ship, big steamer. 
About a year ago I was put on board of a slave ship by Don Crispo; the vessel was full 

of slaves; she was out about two days chased by an Englsh ship of war, ran ashore, and 
broken up. No one drowned, but some people died on board. . 

I was then taken to a town; do not know the name of it. I was chained by the leg. 
Don Crispo came and took me back to his barracoon at Tindo, which is in the Gallinas. 
I knolV the town Drening; it belongs to Schaffa Rogers; there are slaves in that town. 

his 
Pepper, x 

mark. 
Taken before me, at Freetown, the 19th day of February 1849. 

(signed) Robert Armstrong, 
Police Magistrate. 

(Copy of a copy.) 
(signed) Charles Hotham, 

Commodore and Commander-in-Chief. 
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