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knowledge of the place, and love to the people. N or was she at 
'ill deterred or discouraged when, a short ttme before we sailed, 
the painful intelligence arrived of the death of Mr. and Mrs. 
Parkinson, with their orphan child j but calmly and heroically 
replied, on its being made known to her, " Well, this is painful 
llC\\ s indeed! But if the Lord sees fit, he can preserve us, and 
make us useful j and if not, he will take us to himself in hea­
~en." Nor could the last siekness with whieh she was visited, 
with all its withering effects upon her beautiful countenanee 
anrI lovcly form, quench the spark, or rather fiame, of mission­
afV fire fl.1ld holy ardour that still existed in tbe falling taberna­
c]l'; for, only a very short period before she expired, on being 
asked if she regretted coming again to Africa, she, with great 
energy and emphasis, replied, "No, my love!" 

[11 all the relations of life, Mrs. Fox was most exemplary and 
loiniaLlc. As a mother, she gave a striking instance of a 
mothers love on the bed of death. As already stated in the 
:lrc('cding letter, we both felt most keenly the loss of our dear 
h"y; but as the father was once more raised from" the margin 
(f the grave," she hore up tolerably well, saying it was" a mat­
tC" of thankfulness that the Almighty had spared the tree, 
thrl11;;h he had eut off one of its branches." In this Christian 
[,llllusophy hc could not but acquicsce, though he little thought 
l,r "lwt was so soon to follow. But the day before she died, 

Il[['ring nt the moment from temporary delirium, she asked, 
"\\'lWl'f' iti ,Johnny?" And only a few hours before she 

1 .tt1,,_d hrr last, referring to the dear infant, she exclaimed, 
,II Ii .i p<'cnliarity of tone and feeling which I shall never forget, 
. i) II hl'1'c i~ my child?" Being assured it was doing ,,-ell with 
1" 11111'", in the ue\.t room, she was then easy j and shortly 
tit" ,I;, \"'rame 1Illconscious of' all sublunary things, and died 

Ur(' Hull ccrtaiu hope of the resurrection to eternal life 
t J.l'ull;!h om Lord J csns Chl'lst," on Mon!lay, September 7th, 
JK I£J, ill fhe tllll'ty-thinl year of hl'r age. 

M \[ 
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LETTERS of Condolence to the Author-His other Trials-The Arrival of Mr. aod 
Mrs. Swallow-The J udge drowned, and the Sessions postponed-Departure 
of Mr. Moss for England- The GoJd-Coast-Mr. I'reeman in England-His 
Embarkation for Afri ca with a noble Band of Missionaries-Their sare 
Arrival-Return of lVIT. and Mrs. Mycock-Death of Mr. Thackwray and Mr. 
Walden, and Mrs. l'reeman and Mrs. Hesk - Mr. Hesk's Return Home-
1v[essl's . Freeman and Brooking enter Coomassie- Sierra-Leone l\ Iission­
Liberated Africans and condemned Slave-vessels-The Niger Expedition~Dr. 

Madden-The Arrival of Mr. Symons for the Gambia, wi th Messrs. Rasloll 
and Annear for Sierra-Leone-Messrs. William Allen, Wyatt, and Rowland 
arrive at the Gold-Coast--Death of Messrs. Wyatt and Rowland-Tbe Gambia 
-Extracts from the Author's J onrnal- Institution-The Author's Intcn'iew 
with the desperate Chief Kemmingtan-Moral Influence of the ~I i"ioll~ 

l'idelity of a Negro Servant-A Visit to Sierra-Leone-Call at Bissaa­
Contrast between the two Places-Mr. Dove and Mr. Badger return to Eng­
land-Tbe Gambia-Rainy Season-Prince de Joinville-The Author ,isils 
the Upper Gambia in Company with the Acting Governor-Extracts frOID Ius 
Journal-Cantalicunda ihe highest Trading-port on the Gambia-Influence or 
the Tide-Return to Macarthy's Island an d St. Mary's- Sickness aud Death of 
Mrs. Swallow-Tbe Arrival of Mr. and Mrs . Watkins, with Mr. George Chap­
man, at the Gold-Coast--And of Mr. and Mrs. Quick and Mr. Amos at Sicrra­
Leone-Death of Mr. Shipman and Mrs. Watkins at the Gold_Coast-The 
Gambia District-Meeting-Arrival of Mr. Lynn, the Schoolmaster-The 
" Madagascar" I'rigate- Commodore I'oote-Letter from an Mrican Chief on 
the Subject of the Slave-Trade-The Arrival of Messrs. Godman and I'arson-
son at St. Mary's-Extracts from the General Report, showing tbe Slale of 
the Missions at each Station, with the Statistics-Annual Subscriptions-The 
Autbor's Residence in Africa drawing to a Close-Testimonial from Europeans 
- I'm'ewell Sermon-The Missionary's Grave- The Author embarks for Eng­
land with Mr. Swallow, by Way of' ~'rance-Refiections on leaving Africa· 
Incidents on the Passage- Ani val in England. 

THE communication from the author which appeared in the 
" W atchman," called forth many letters of condolence and sylll­
pathy from his friends in England, with fervent prayers to "the 
God of all grace" on his behalf; and those letters proved a 
source of comfort and encouragement to him, during the dark 
and mysterious dispensations of Divine Providence. But though 
these circumstances are indelibly impressed upon his memory, 
he has no wish to uweli longer upon them, as others of his brc-
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thren were called to pass through similar scenes of suffering, 
though none of them, perhaps, under such peculiar circum­
stances as those detailed at the close of the preceding chapter. 
Indeed, his friends in England could not know the whole of 
" hat he had to suffer for Christ's sake at this period, and for 
!Omc months afterwards. On a previous page, he has hinted 
It "other trials," in addition to the "wave after wave" that 
'olled over him at the time of his wife's death; and the letter in 
hc "'Vatchman" commenced with a reference to "some other 
3tters and documents," received at the same time. As he con­
'ives it right that the friends and supporters of missions should 
now what their agents and servants have sometimes to endure 
t Heathen lands, he will now refer to those "other trials," 
lough it is f\ painful subject; but a faithful history of the mis­
~n requires it, and it is demanded in justice to himself. This 
HI elcome part of his duty shall be treated, however, as briefly 
possible, and with as gentle a hand as the circumstances of 

e case will admit. 

It has been already stated that in the cause of missions the 
Itf'r expected to suffer, as he had done; that it was a cause 
tich reqllired the exercise of self-denial; and that he embarked 
it the third time on the same principle, "not knowing the 
19S that should befall him there." 

a missionary to "Ve tern Africa, he knew that trials and 
diflnR awaitcrl him, but that the cause was great and glo­
l~, that it was dear to his heart; and he made not the 

prctensions or claims to being any thing more than a 
I rc '" cRlcyall missionary. Purity of motive he does claim, 
III all Ilis transactions with the parent committee, and with 
'.' from the commcncement to the close of his missionary 
r, he is bold to say, that he remained sincere and faithful, 
llc \l a, an honest, upright man, and rlid his utmost to 
,d th" "jews of those by whom he was sent. 

lIt lJ, had 1I0t been at St. Mary's on this o('ca-ion m'1ny 
h,. before a perSOll then recently connected with the mis­
illllulgillt; in a spirit of envy and jealousy, thought other­

'11' him; Hllll by almost eyery vessel \l as writing, to different 
rl, ill Fllgland, a numbp.r of unfounded statements, most 

cirtl tu his character. At the "ery time he was suffefmg, 
hI' needed tj,,, soothing balm of rcal sympathy, anrl 

pp()rtill~ hand of gennine kindness <111<1 iJrotherl)" lo,e, 
"'Is that tillS young man secretly aile! nnknown to him 
a I"ng letter 'to the ~Ii;sionar.r Committee, fnll of Dli,~ 

I nt tioll, slander, aud falsehoods; and, among'! othfl' 
2 )[ 2 
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things, charged him with being « a betrayer of the trust reposed 
in ·him." The first intimation which the anthor had of it, was in 
October, when he r eceived from the secretaries in London a 
copy of the letter. At that time he was ill in bed through 
severe inflammation in his eyes, and was unable to read it j but 
Mr. Moss, being then at St. Mary's, read it to him, with a 
feeling of surprise and indignation at conduct so nnbrotherly, 
unchristian, cruel, and sinfu l, as most of the statements 1\ erc 
known to Mr. :Moss to be either gross misrepresentations or 
palpable nntruths. 

The reader will now perceive, that though the author had, iu 
connexion with the Gambia mission, in fo rmer years, been "ill 
journeyiugs often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, ill 
perils by his own conntrymen, in perils by the Heathen, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, and in perils in the 
sea j" and though he had, in a memorandum to a friend, on this 
occasion « counted the cost," and in that account had enume­
rated many probable causes and sources of severe trial, not for­
getting that which freqnently occurs in foreign countries,-an 
opposition from « unreasonahle and wicked men j" yet he had 
omitted one item in the catalogue of « perils" mentioned by the 
apostle. In fact, in such a land of sickness and death as Western 
Africa, he had never dr.eamt of « perils among false brethren." 

After some unavoidable delay, the whole matter was laid 
before the proper authorities at the Mission-House in London, 
and the author received a communication from tb e general 
secretaries, in which it was stated, « they were led to belicrr 
that he had acted with integrity on the late trying occasion, 
and that therefore there was no sufficient reason why the)' 
should withdraw their confidence from him." This \Vas a great 
relief to him, though not more than he had expected, having 
« the testimony of a good conscience," and the fnll confide!lce 
of hi.s other brethren, as well as tbe respect and sympathy of nIl 
who knew him. But in all personal disputes it is a common 
saying, "There are generally faults on both sides." As a rule, 
it may be substantially correct j but there are exceptions to 
every rule j and it is presumed the reader will give tbe author 
credit for not having been a great deal in fault, when he is 
informed, that, within the last two years, the very person "ho 
charged him with such flagrant inconsistencies, wrote to the 
lVIissionary Committee and to himself, and made a voluntary 
confession of his former imprudence and folly, acknowledging 
his deep repentance for it, and craving forgiveness! . , 

III his letter to me, after admitting that nothing could justJly 
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thc conduct which he then pursued, he pleads as au extenuation 
" his youth, he being then but twenty-one years of age;)) that 
"he had ill advisers: had it not been for that, he should never 
have penned a line against me.)) " Noone can more sincerely 
regret it than I do myself. I am sorry for it; I repent, most 
heartily repent.)) "I have suffered much in consequence.)) 
" In a moment of strange infatuation, and under the influenec 
of strong feeling, I wrote." Both at the commencement and 
close of the letter he says, "I beseech you to pardon me." 
'1'0 tlJat penitential appeal the author listened, and not only for­
~ave him, but, as it appeared that he was then suffering from 
llersolJal and domestic affliction, he performed towards him 
another act of kinduess. 

Par be it from me to injure my then youthful traducer: 
hl~ llame is withheld, and will probably never be known by the 
pnblic in connexion with this matter; and had he confined his 
lIJisrepl'csentations of me and of the mission to the Missionary 
(~omlllittee, I should never have introduced the affair into this 
work. But having recently learnt that he wrote in the same 
strain, and that repeatedly, to certain friends in the sonth of 
l<]ngland, and that those communications produced, as well they 
might, ycry nnfavourable impressions upon many minds respect­
l)l~ mt', I hayc felt bound, in justification of my own conduct, 
nwl III yindication of my character, to say thus much. 

'l'hus, after upwards of seven years had passed away, was that 
1"" age of holy writ literally fulfilled: "Commit thy way unto 
! ' Lc l"d; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 
\11,1 hc ,hall brmg forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy 

i,,,1 rU'<'llt as the noon-day." (Psalm xxxvii. 5, 6.) 
\ s soon as the author's health and spirits were a little 

1'('1 "ited, and the rains had closed, he again directed his 
'dtClIholl to the new school-house. This was a fine stone 
;'1111.1,110" of .'J"\.t., fi,)et hy twenty-fim, ",hich was completed and 
"pulell hI th,~ l111c1dle of December; nnd on that day he sailed 
I :II :learth:'~ Lland, to proceed \I it.h the erection of thc 
I,.,tlflltioll. His ~tav there on this occasion was necessarih 
.111 1'1 ; alld on hiti n.:turu to St. Mary's, he was happy to fin~l 
tbl \Ir. allli .i\Irs. Rwallow had arrived from England some 
\,'1\ (lay~ befure. Our meci.ing was very affecting. 'l'hey had 
IWe'll on this {!ronnd before; and decpl~' did they ,ympalilize 
I It I the \niter in his varied and pai'lful trials. Hmillg" 
:IIJailll'd a short tillle at St. ~(ary\, :\[1'. Sllallow proceeded 

III In 'artlly', Islaml, hi, :ll'l'lliull'd 'pilel'c I)f lahom, about tlte 
I id tk of Jallllar~. 
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~n the beginning of March, 1841, His Honour Chief Justice 
Flintoff arrived from England, and preparations were soon after 
made for holding the annual sessions of the colony. Applica­
tion was made for the loan of our new and excellent school­
honse for that purpose, which was readily granted. But, a day 
01' two before the time fixed upon for holding the sessions, His 
Honour, with Mrs. Mantell, wife of the acting queen's advocate, 
met with a watery grave, by the upsetting of a boat, in return­
ing from Cape St. Mary's. Mr. Mantell was riding on horse­
back along the beach, and was almost frantic when he saw the 
boat capsized, about a quarter of a mile distant, and the pas­
sengers struggling in the water. Before help could be obtained, 
they had both sunk. The bodies were afterwards found, and 
interred in the bUl'ying-ground. The next day was the Chris­
tian sabbathj and as the sessions were to have commenced on 
Monday morning, when the writer had engaged to read the 
church service j and as many of the jurors, and some of the ma­
gistrates and assistant judges, were at our chapel on the Sunday 
forenoon j he endeavoured to improve the sad catastrophe by 
preaching from H eb. ix . 27: « It is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment." The certainty of the 
future and final judgment of God was dwelt upon at some 
length, contrasting that with the uncertainty and mutability of 
every thing of an earthly nature j and especial reference was 
made to the postponement of the expected sessions that were 
to be held on the morrow j for though the court had been fitted 
up, jurors summoned, witnesses collected and brought from 
two or three hundred miles' distance, and the prisoners were 
looking with intense anxiety to the events of that day, yet 
these trials could not now take place, because the judge was 
dead! But there would be no postponement when « the great 
archangel' s trump shall sound." It was a solemn time j and it 
is hoped good was done. 

On the 28th of this month Mr. Moss embarked for England, 
having been at the Gambia upwards of two years, during which 
he had suffered repeatedly from the country fever and ague, In 
addition to the loss of his amiable wife. The author's mother· 
less babe was sent to England in the same vessel, with an 
African nurse j Mr. Moss kindly taking charge of them to 
London, where they were met by friends from SmcthwJck. 
There being a medical man on board, and a European lady, 
with some other passengers, all of whom felt an interest in the 
welfare of the child, it was a most favourable opportunity j Hnd 
it will be gratifying to many friends, both in England and III 
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Africa, to know that the dear child, deprived of its mother at 
such a tender age, is still living. 

At the ensuing Conference Mr. Moss received an appointment 
to an English circuit. It was his intention to have returned to 
the Gambia; but after residing in England for little more than 
twch'e months, he was appointed to the West Indies, where he 
has beell labouring eyer sinee.* 

~oon after Mr. Moss's departure for England, the author pro­
c:~cded to Macarthy's Island, and he took another journey there 
in .Tune, which was the fourth since his last arrival in Mrica. 
Hut our attention must now be directed for a short time to the 
other stations. 

D lll'ing the year 18'10 considerable interest was excited in 
Lnglaud in favour of the Gold-Coast mission, occasioned by Mr. 
Freeman's yisit to Coomassie, the capital of Ashantee. We 
han) already referred the reader to Mr. Freeman's Journal, 
containing the particulars of this visit. And on his arrival in 
Englancl in the mouth of June, with Mr. William De Graft, a 
mtire local preacher, that feeling was greatly increased, and 
Lecauw almost universal. 

A special appeal was made to the friends of missions; and 
If, Freeman and Mr. De Graft having visited several of the 
pnnelpal towns in Great Britain and Ireland, the noble sum of 
• ' ,OO() 1\'as raised in a few months, to enable tbe committee 
'"llsj(lcmbly to augment the number of missionaries in that 
lJ,lt'1'I·,tIlJf!; and important part of the society's field of labour. 
1. I' ~ratitying to aeld, that towards this sum of money raised 
011 (bat occasion; some generous donations were presented by 
J.1"lllh(;l'S of the cburch of England, and of other religious 

. lonlin:ttions. 
II' Freeman, aud the party appointed to accompany him to 

:1" U"I.l.('nnst, embarked at Gravesend on the 10th of Decem­
h I III aclclition to Ml' De Graft, it eonsi ted of Mr. and 
\It·,. llTclIlnn, Mr. and ::\Irs. Hesk, Mr. aud Mrs. Shipman, 
\I d 11 \1 c~srs. ,\ atson, 'VaIden, and Thackwray. In announcing 
t ,,\I dl'l'"rlull:, U.lC committee remark:-

~ " r \\as a IHissinnan part) rhsmiss-cll from the' ~horc~ of England with a more 
t 'hng of interest ami synll1ath). ",,\11 ncknowlcclge the veT) arduous and 

i It chaructf"r of the llll~sion. as "ell as ih. importunt IWilrings on the "elfare 
hnllHlll race, anti one of the holdest f'tforts ) et made by the church in 

I fll tiuH.:S. to lIltroduct' thri::-;ti.lllitY ilmi it-; attendant hle:-'~lOgs to the lIldc­
I, \ "ru ,to lL' of interior ~\fri('~. Thon..,anr!s of pra)t.:!r" hUH! hetll otff'fCrl 

j til 111 1I1ll111' of ''',)t}, "hen 111' rtturni'd home. ,\,ld j- n,,\\ I.Li)QunJlg JU 

" I 
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in behalf of these missionaries and their undertaking; and we do not doubt thaI 
they will be constantly r emembered at the throne of grace by those who are 
concerned for the prosperity and extension of the kingdom of Christ. 

This noble band of missionaries were favoured with a safe 
voyage to Africa, and landed !lit Cape-Coast Castle on the bt 
of February, 1841. But the pleasing prospect which this large 
addition to the missionary staff afforded, was soon blighted 
by the withering effects of this deadly climate. The first 
reduction in their strength was in the return of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mycock to England, occasioned by the failure of their health. 
They had been on the coast little more than twelve months, 
when, from a sense of duty, they were compelled to embark 
for their native air. This was in March; and in about six 
months after the mission-party arrived at Cape-Coast, four of 
them were numbered with the dead, and a fifth had to returll 
home to save his life. It is therefore once more our painful 
duty to dwell upop. the ravages of death. 

WILLIAM THACKWRAY died at Annamaboe, May 4th, 1841, 
three months and three days after he landed in Africa. He 
Was a young man of amiable disposition and manners, aJld of 
entire devotedness to God and his work. He had nobly voluu­
teered for this part of the Heathen world, and "on African 
ground JJ wrote to the committee in the spirit of a devoted 
mISSIOnary. During his brief sojourn on the coast, he had 
gained the affections of the people amongst whom he was 
appointed to labour; and deeply did they lament his loss. His 
illness was of about eight days' duration, which he bore with 
great fortitude and resignation to the will of God. His remains 
were removed to Cape-Coast, and buried in the chapel-yard. 
The loss of a missionary so promising and faithful, and so 
well qualified for the peculiar duties of his station, was deepiy 
felt by the society, and by all who knew him. 

CHARLES WALDEN was the second who fell on this occasion 
He addressed a letter to the committee, dated Cape-Coast, 
May 26th, at which time he was in excellent health and spirits. 
But he was not permitted long to labour in his Lord's vineyard. 
Soon after this date he was attacked with the sflasoning fevrr, 
from which he partially recovered j but a relapse proved fatal, 
and his valuable life terminated on the 29th of July, 1841. 

MRS. FREEMAN was a native of Bristol, from which place 
M1'. Freeman married her, a few weeks before the mission-party 
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embarkeu for the Gold-Coast. Soon after their arrival in 
I\frica, it wati feared that ::Y.[rs. Freeman would not be able to 
enuure the climate, and preparations were being made for her 
retu1'll to England; but before an opportunity offered, she was 
seizprl with an illness which terminated fatally, and she expired 
in the Saliour's arms, on the 25th of August, 184·1. 

~1Rs. IIESK died on the 28th of August, three days after 
Ii[l's. Frceman. This event took place at Annamaboe; but the 
body was interreu at C,ape-Coast, by the side of others who, 
Ilith bel', had" fallen asleep in Jesus." 

'J'hus the whole four" died in faith," and, though happy and 
(lclighteu with the mission work on earth, they soon proved 
that" to depart and be with Christ is far better." 

MI'. lIcsk's health failed him soon after he landeu in Africa; 
and though he tried the effects of one or two short voyages on 
the coast, he continued in a very debilitated state, and in Sep­
tembcr embru'ked for England. He arrived in London on the 
Utll of :r-. ovem bel', with a shattered constitution; but after some 
months lie recovered, and bas since, together with Mr, Mycock, 
hecn employed in the ministry at home. 

'rhe lllistiion party at the Gold-Coast was now reduced more· 
th,11l onc-half; but, notwithstanding these heavy afflictions and 
IIlystcrioHs bercavements, Wh. Freeman, early in November, in 
C01lJpmly with Mr. Brook"ing and the two Ashantee princes, 

'IrI ('11 for Coomassie, which place they reached about the mid­
ell tl thl' follo\\mg month, and were favourably received by the 
I,"", \I ho grnntcd them a piece of lanel on 'Which to erect uit­
. ',1 nli"ioll-prcmises; and the nuclcus of a Christian church 

pl'1 tlil) formed in the blood-elyed streets of the capital of 
ti, ,:Ult:ulI\ary kingrlom of Ashantee. Haying made the neces­
"n nrr:11l~t'1l1"1\ts for prosccuting tbe missioll, ?tIl'. Freeman 

)('1I!1'1\1',] tn the Coast, lcaying '1ft'. Brool,ing in charge of one of 
1,l' IIIO<t illlportaut undcrtakings of modcrn days. 

the Journal of MI'. Freeman's second yiSlt to the capital 
,hnntl'l', with that of his first journey thither, ha:; been for 

II tiltl' hd'orc the jlnblie in a separate form, I must refer my 
l 11 is to that most interesting little Yolumc, and to the "~Iis­
II t. f} p,oti('('s," for further detaIls l'cspeetiug this miSSIOn at 

ti11J( (If which we are now speaking . 
. k . "'. DO\c and 13adgcr at Sierra-Leone were ml'l'cifull~ 

",d III tolerable health under the heaH bmden \I lneh 
I d uJlon them, in eo~sequencc of thdil' having been 
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deprived of the assistance of their two colleagues, one of whom, 
it will be recollected, was obliged to return to England, and the 
other had been removed to a better world in tbe course of the pre. 
ceding year. Some very interesting communications from this 
thriving station, bearing tbe date of June and July of the year 
1841, tbe reader will find in the ninth volume of the « Missionary 
No tices," at pp. 609-615, and also in the annual Report for 
the following year. Two striking features and interesting facts 
may be here recorded in connexion with this mission . The 
first is, that some of the liberated Africans of tbe Aku tribe, 
who were members of tbe society, had purchased a condemned 
slave·vessel with the fruits of their industry, and had proceeded 
to Badagry, on the borders of their own native country; and, 
having carried their religion with them, were anxious to bave a 
mIsSIonary. One of these, in a letter to Mr. Dove, asking for 
help, entreats for tbat belp in tbe following most impassiolled 
terms: « For Christ's sake, come quickly. Let nothing but sick· 
ness pr-event you. Do not stop · to c1uunge your clothes, to eat, 0,' 

dr-ink, or sleep, and salute no man by the way. Do, for God's 
sake, start tltis moment." 

Tbe other fact is, that several of tbe chapels and mission· 
buildings in the colony had beeR partly erected by means of 
« tlte masts, spa1's, and planks of condemned slave.ships." What 
a glorious change was this! The slave.ship, that floating dun· 
geon, wbere many of the poor creatures had been so closely 
packed that tbey had scarcely room to breathe, and were on 
their way to a life of suffering more terrible than death,-that 
same ship is captured, tbe slaves are liberated, the vessel is 
broken up, its materials converted into a house of prayer, ann 
the slaves, in the mean time, having experienced another and 
far more important liberty than that of civil emancipation, are 
rejoicing in that liberty wherewith Christ makes his people 
free; and, in that house of worship, with glad hearts and free, 
are declaring the wonderful works of God! Surely « this is the 
Lord's doing," and « it is marvellous in our eyes." 

It was about the middle of the year ]841 that the late Niger 
Expedition called at Sierra.Leone, and excited considerable 
interest in the colony. Monday, the 28th of June, was a day 
set apart for special prayer to Almighty God for the success 
of that noble and philanthropic; undertaking, when suitable 
addresses were delivered by several of the missionaries; and Oll 

that day the colonial chaplain, the Rev. D. F. Morgan, preached 
an appropriate sermon from Zechariah iv. 10: "For who hath 
despised the clay of small things? for they sha,ll rejoice, aud 
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slHtll sec the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those 
eveD, they arc the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro 

through the whole earth." 
That Expedition unhappily proved a partial, though not an 

(,lltirc, failure, which was a source of deep regret and disappoint­
ment to thousands, but to none more so than to the late great 
and good Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, with whom the plan 
mainly originated. 

'rhe writer, when in England for a short time in 1839, had 
the honour of a few interviews with that noble-minded Christian 
philanthropist; and from a brief correspondence with him, as 
II dl as from personal observation, he knew the deep anxiety 
and interest which he had felt in the benevolent enterprise. He 
Iwo\V~, too, that Sir Fowell looked to a Higher Power than that 
uf ruyal patronage, backed though the scheme was by the Bri­
ti~h Government, and the countenance and support of hundreds 
of the most influential, intelligent, and pious of his countrymen. 
11 c looked to "the King of kings and Lord of lords" for His 
hlcRsing to rest upon the object, and endeavoured that the 
ufficers flnel agents selected for the Expedition should be, if not 
(lccidcdly religious and God-fearing men, at least persons of 
;.'01)(1 moral character, who would embark in the cause from prin­
,iplc, flud from a sincere desire to benefit the Negroes; and in 
t!ll"; he succeeded to a considerable extent. But there were not 
\I anti l\~ men, professing to be well.wishers to Africa, who uttered 
[hI' hltterest invectives against the originators and counsellors 
of tIl(' 111lsltceessful enterprise, and even against some of those 
'\ h·) \Ohllltcel'ed to carry out the intcntions of Government. 

I t is not mv dcsign in this place to investigate the various 
ll'l on, assigned for its failure j but I hesitate not to give it as 
III ,k('idcd opinion, that one of the principal causes which led 
,u t h;\t issue \\ as tIle ,rithel'ing and blighting effects of the eli­
"l·,tl·. alLll ag:ainst that what human power or skill can contend? 
\\ h"t ann save that of Omnipotence can control the elements? 
I'll(' Polar regions, with thcir mountains of ice, and perpetual 
II 'IStl's of ~now, arc not more difl:icult to uavigate than are the 
II n fril'lIllly aud inhospitable shores of thf' Western Coast of Africa j 
lllt! aJ ' Icss dangerous to thc health aml lives of a large party 

01 Europeans who have just landed fresh and fail' from the balmy 
r uf Great Britain's healthy isle. In thc former of thcsr 
uutlies the words of the Ps~lmist arc peculiarly appropriate. 
III' I-i\'eth SUOW like '1001; he scattercth the hoar-frost lik, ' 
h lIe casteth forth his icc like morseb; who can stand 

c hi cold?" l Psalm cxlvii. Hl, 1 7.) And in refercnce to 
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the latter, thou gh the opposite extreme in the heat or tem­
perature of the climate is not the primary cause of the 
great amount of mortality which takes place there, yet it must 
be acknowledged to be one of the causes: for, during the 
periodical rains which prevail in these latit udes, when the rivers 
are overflowed, and the surrounding country is covered with 
water for scores of miles, vegetation is so rapid and rampant; 
and the action of the sun pouring its fie rcest rays upon those 
stagnant pools and low swampy savannahs, filled with a mass 
of decayed vegetable and animal matter, which soon becomes 
putrid, causes the whole atmosphere to be strongly impregnated 
with a deadly malaria. It may then be asked, What Euro­
pean lun gs can inhale these pestilential and poisonous effluvia, 
and yet survive or withstand their effects? The precedin g pages 
~vill furnish abundant proof that those who can are the excep­
tions to the rule. It is well known, that Mungo Park's whole 
retinue was annihilated; that Captain Tuckey, in 1816, died 
with nearly one-half of his officers and crew, and all the scienti­
fic men, with but one exception, perished. Captain Owen al~o 
lost ncarly two-thirds; and Laird, by the time he arived at the 
confluence of the Niger, had buried half his white crew, and 
more than half his officers. 

In the noble undertaking for the benefit of Africa, of which 
we are speaking, every thing was done which prudence and 
foresight conld dictate, or that skill and science conId invellt, to 
guard the members of the Expedition ?gainst the prejudicial 
effects of the climate; and ten thous!!Jnd prayers were offered to 
the Most High, that He would be pleased to preserve them frow 
" the pestilence that walketh in darkness," and from" the destruc­
tion that wasteth at noon-day." But, for reasons unknowu to 
us, it seemed good to Him, "who ordereth all things according 
to the counsel of his own will," to disappoint the high hopcs of 
those who had interested themselves in a mission, so merciful, 
so gracious, and so generous. There was indeed a physical 
impracticability, not to say impossibility, in the present natu­
ral aspect of that country, for so large a party of Europeans 
to (( breathe in the tainted air" of that land of death, and 
(( pass unhurt;" and therefore, like other large expeditions, they 
sickened and died, or returned horne invalided: and, in referencc 
to many, what were those beautiful and well-built vessels, the 
(( Albert," (( Wilberforce," and "Soudan," in which our bnll'c 
countrymen embarked with their wide-spread canvass and f1a?s 
waving in the breeze ?- what were they but the biers and palls 1Jl 

disguise, hem·jug away scores of their unsuspecting victims to 
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" the white man's grave," and « to the house appointed for all 
living?" 

nut there is still hope for Africa, and even in that Expedition 
some good seed was sown, which may produce fruit after many 
days It is pleasing to add, in reference to many of those who 
fell victims to the climate on this occasion, that they not only 
<lied in a good cause, but « died in the Lord," and their record 
i8 on high. 

It was during this year also that Dr. Madden was sent to 
'IV estern Africa by the British Government, on a commission of 
inquiry He visited the Gold-Coast, Sierra-Leone, and the 
Oambia, and his Report of the state of the British settlements, 
with some account of the missions and schools connected with the 
('hul'ch Missionary Society, as well as our own, was published 
the ycar after in the Appendix to the « Report from the Select 
Committce of the House of Commons on the West Coast of 
1\ frica.' 

1'ltc doctor, during his short stay on the Coast, though at 
the hest season of the year, suffered considerably from the 
dfccb of the climate j and on his arrival in May at the Gambia, 
f 11(> last place he called at, he was in ill health. He is too well 
kno\lll to the Christian public to need any commendation from 
tLe "TIter, who, however, felt happy in having him under his 
I'lOf 'rhe following Jines by a poet of the present day will be 
i lltC'resting. perhaps, to the reader, from which he will see the 
"h.i"l't of his yisit, as well as the character of the man. They 
1V('ll I, indly written in the author' « Scrap-Book" during the 
')'1Iull "lOlIer's brief sojonrn with him at St. Mary's. 

II\ES \OOHESSEO TO DR ,rADDEi'!. ON HIS DEPARTURE 
FOR \].'RICA. 

BY DR. ·WILLI ur BE.\TTlI~. 

(,nn spred the hrralll on his way, 

To "'\ hom the ta:sk is given 
To check opprc:ssion's iron S,yuy, 

That mock, at e""th ana iJeaven I 

Tlw word he hears from Britrun's I:;le 
Shall natnre's rights restore, 

\THi Freedom'::; l Oll~.forgottf'n smile 
He\ bit .\fric's :"hnrf' r 

Stnke off thosf' fetters from her llaml ' 
Break off'those withering gyYf'S ! 

Thrn see bow native minn t'Xpanrb. 
How the crusb'd beart re\;n's ! 
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The blind shall see, the dumb shall sing, 
The Slave forget his woe; 

And freedom, like a fountain.spring, 
'Dbat land shall overflow. 

Borne forward on the wings of time, 
A glorious scene appears! 

O'er man of every class and clime 
Her standard Freedom rears! 

Go prosper in that hallow'd cause 
Which men and angels plead! 

Restore to Nature's trampled laws 
Her charter and her creed! 

God speed the ship with wave and wind ! 
Onr herald's life defend! 

In him tbe captive 's sure to find 
A brother and, a friend. 

Janua17/, 1841. W. BEATTIE. 

'The truth of some of tbese " lines" bas been illustrated and 
{!ollfirmed in tbe precediilg pages, especially in the liberated 
Africans j who baving had their « fetters" and" gyves struck 
off" tbeir hands and feet, the" crushed heart" has" revived," 
'a nd the" native mind" has (, expanded j" and, in hnndreds of 
instaillces, the oppressed and persecnted Negro has speedily 
become an nseful member of civil and religious society. 

At the close of the ye~lJF, the writer "ll"as at St. Mary's, having 
finished the Institution at Macarthy's IslanQ j and as Mr. 
:English bad some months before removed to the II'.,' est Indies, 
and Mr. Crowly, the scboolmaster, bad, previous to that, 
resigned his office, and gone to Sierra-Leone, with the expecta­
tion of a situation under Government, he was anxiously waiting 
the 3Jrrival of additional help. In December the" Charlotte 
Wylie'· entered the Gambia from London, and the writer was 
.speedily on board to give the brethren a cordial welcome j but 
was grievously disappointed at tbe small supply for the Gambia. 
This will be seen from tbe following brief extract from the 
" Missionary Notices:"-

With much thankfulness to Almighty God, we learn, by leUers from Mr. Fox 
:and Mr. Symons, that the missionaries, Symons, Raston, and Annear, arrived safe 
a:nd well at St. Mary's, on tHe Gamhia. ou the 20th of December, after a. passagt~ 
-of thirty-nine days from London. Mr. Symons r.eJ1!.alns at the Gambia mission. 
Messrs. Raslon and Annear, with Mr. May, a native schoolmaster, sailed for Sien a­
Leone, on the 1st of January. 

Great disappointment and regret are very naturally expressed by 'Mr. Fox, on 
finding that, on aCcow1t of the Society's want of funds, only one missionary, 
instead of tbe three desired and expected, haa been for the present sent to the 
Gambia stations. ,~re deem it an act of justice to give his own words. 
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Extract of a Lette>' from tlte Re'IJ. Wiltiam Fox, dated Gambia, 
Janua,'y 13th, 1842 , 

J HOPE lbat poor Gambia \\~ll not be forgotten by the committee amidst their 
ycry nnmerous applications for help. I know tbat Sierra-Leone and Cape-Coast 
need assistance; and I deepJy sympathize with Mr. Freeman in all his hereave­
IIWDt~ and trials. But the River Gambia, too, is in Africa ; and I still maintain 
tlJat it is one of the most important, direct, and safe entrances into the inteLior of 
this vast, and as yet comparativeJy unkn own, continent. Send us sufficient help, 
and, ere many years have elapsed, you will, I trust, have a missionary station at 
lhe great emporium of Airica, TIMBUCTOO, 

The mission at the Gold-Coast about this time received a 
rc-inforcement of labourers, the committee feeling it to be their 
imperative duty to send at least three individuals to supply, in 
part, the vacancies which were so soon created by the four 
deaths we have already noticed, and the unexpected return of 
]\Ir aud Mrs. Mycock. The three brethren were Messrs. 
'Yilliam Allen, Henry J. Wyatt, and Thomas Rowland. Mr. 
A Hen arrived at the Gold-Coast on the 27th of January, and 
the other two bret.hren on the 4th of February; and thus the 
little band who had still been enabled to maintain their post 
IntS strengthened,-strengthened, alas! but for a short time; 
fo], two out of the three just mentioned, in five short months, 
Wt:l'LJ summoned to « the rest that remains for the people of 
Gud." These were Messrs. Wyatt and Rowland. 

HI':'iR1 J. WYATT, by the fervour of his spirit, and his 
d(:\oh'llncss to God, had excited the hope of his being made a 
g1'£·"t blessing anrong the oppressed and degraded sons of H am, 
whose decp wrongs he had felt, and for whose salvation he had 
f"l'\'ellt ly prayed. But he entered into rest in the morning of 
]", da~, having been permitted to preach ouly two or three 
tlll\L:' hefore he was sClzed with the illness which proved fatal. 
11(' hall jlrescnted his body to God « a lil'iug sacrifice," and 
"iUIIllIt a sigh fcll asleep in J eSllS, on the 6th of April, 1842, in 
t I ... twcnty-third year of his age, after a re idcnce in Africa of 
'lhont ninc weeks. 

l'UO:.!,IS HOWLA:-Ill, (2d,) "as from the Uttoxeter circuit; 
a 1<1, immediately after the Conference of 1810, was rcc-ci,ed 
iuta the Theological Institutiou at Hoxton as a missionary 
I Il'ciidllte. He had not chosen any particular part of the mis­
siun-field as the scene of his labours, but left himself at thc dis­
P' S \1 of the :Missionary Committec. The circumstances eon­
Il ted with his appointment to '''estel'll Africa arc interesting, 
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and have beeu kindly forwarded to me by a brother minister, 
who was at that time a fellow-student with him at Hoxton. 

It appears that, during his residence in the Institution, he 
not only improved his mind, but "made rapid progress in 
piety j" thus becoming more fully prepared for the great work 
which awaited him. For some time before his call to Africa, hc 
had set apart Friday in every week for fasting and prayer j and 
it was on one of those memorable days that he received his call 
to tha.t part of the world. On the day in question, he seemed 
to be more than ordinarily intent upon offering himself 
afresh to God j and a little before dinner-time he borrowed 
from the friend alluded to a copy of the Covenant-Service: the 
reason why he wanted it just then, it was afterwards learnt, 
was, that while the rest of the students were at dinner, he might 
solemnly renew his covenant with God. While he was engaged 
in that solemn act, Dr. Beecham came to the Institution, want­
ing two young men for Western Africa j and as Mr. Rowland 
had been thought of for one, but was not at dinner, a messell­
gel' was sent to his stu(ly, to call him. He had got as far in the 
Covenant-Service as the fourth direction in the first part, "That 
He appoint you your work," &c., when a knock was heard at 
his study-door, calling him down-stairs to see Dr. Beecham, 
who asked him, "Will you go to Western Africa?" He 
was, of course, surprised at this question; but most cheer­
fully and emphatically said, « Yes, Sir j I will go!" His heart 
was set upon this interesting part of the Heathen world j and 
he said, that he would not give up his appointment to Westel'll 
Africa for the best circuit in the Connexion. 

In this spirit he embarked at Gravesend, with Mr. Wyatt, 
towards the close of December, 1841 j and, as already stated, 
arrived at Cape-Coast early in February. About the middle of 
May he started for Coomassie, to join Mr. Brooking, who had 
charge of that very important part of the Gold-Coast mission j 
but his illness commenced on the journey j and though he seve­
ral times so far partially recovered as to awaken hopes of lus 
entire restoration, these hopes were cut off, and this devotecl 
and promising young missionary entered into the joy of his 
Lord, on the 10th of July, 1842, at Coomassie, the capital of 
Ashantee. He was the first missionary 1\-ho died there, find 
there his mortal remains were interred. 

'1~T e must now return again to the Gambia. A few extracts 
from the author's journal, originally published in 1843, in tl!c 
« Report of the Iustitution for benefiting the Foulahs," WIll 
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show that the commencement of the year 1842, as well as pre­
viously, was occupied by him in visiting several of the native 
kings and chiefs, for the purpose of inducing them to send their 
sons to the excellent Institution which had been erected princi­
pally for that purpose, and which was now finished, and used as 
::t suitable place of worship, as well as a place of residence for 
the mission family :-

Jallltarj' 20th, I B-12.-AITived at Macarthy's in t11e schooner Co( Fame." Talked 

O\'{'r OUI" proposed visits to the k ings of Kattaba and \Yoolli with Mr. Swallow, 
whn whhes to accompany me. It was suggested that it would not be pnldent to 
dsit king Kemmingtan, as be is reported to be both a treacherous and desperate 
character. 

February lst.-TIrother Swallow having been uTged to leave for St. i\lary's, on 
account. of his boy's illnc.:is, both for change of air and medical advice, I set out 
'his moruing for Kattaba, and returned in the even ing, a distance of ahout twenty­

eight milrs I 'was much gratified hy the interriew with the king, his wife, and their 
iSons, "ith whom I conversed for several baurs. The parents appeared willing to 
llllrt wil h t\\"o of their sons, but they must first consult with one who is entitled to 
;) ,"oire ill &llch matters. Accordingly he came, and, after sitting clown for a short 
til1lC', TO C and lefl us, saying he would never consent to the project; when one of 
~ Ill' "nnng princes. nlso decin.re(l that he would not go. After reasoning, howeyer, 
with Ilim on the numerous a<l~antages that would accrue both to his offspring and 

'Ii uhjcct from hi" accepting my offer, and pointing out the folly of allowing b is 
\\' lit's to he thwarted b)' one individual, especiaUy as his brother, who is heir to 
ht, tilrollf', "as favourahle to the measnre, the k ing, pointing to two of h.i::; sons, 
aid, "'1'111')" ~han go." It was consequently determined that I should r.ithN' go or 

flt'nL! fnr t hem when all was ready. 
Itll Jlr. It ichanl Lloyd ha-ving kindly offereu to accompany me on my visit to 

antlgrlll1, tlu' chief of Lower ~yani, in Kattaba, we set sail in llis canoe, and reached 
)lllllolfOO i"ilul11t two o'clock, A . ~. _\.t daylight we despatched a messenger to the 

'Ill·, whn inmH'(liately sent llS horses, with an escort and n band of music. ~ ·ya. 
~. 'ltan ,the T(,s iden('e of Santigcha, b a good-sized, mud-walled town, surrounded 
!, thr-.; l'lr~l' Fnlllnh, or "\ Iohammedan, tOWTl~, wit,h three or fOllr other~ in the 
l' ',lll(~;10 fhp 1llhflhit:mt'l of tlw roya l town are a mixed race of :l\Ianilingoes and 

.111.111101 • ,,110 ~pt>nk hoth language",. They seem to be a h-raye and intelligent 
r'lf', nf p{'{'pk, 111f" rhildren, who appeared both numerous and he.althy, were 

LlIInlllll; ahout 'l.itltn\il a.ny \!lothing, I was impr('s. ed with a conviction that, could 
\\1 I'.)tabli h a mis'Sion here, :sume Hl luahlc nat ive agent::'! would i;uon bt: nusetl ur, 

n :\111 111 the gTt'<lt work of cvangelizing this vast moral desert. I wa~ mnch 
111 \;CII "lth ~9nf;gphil·~ qUh.'kUn-S of p~rcept i on an i! enligh tened ... iews no ~oonpT 
h HI the ohj t'rt nf AUT \'i~it been oprnrd hy "\IT. Lloyd, who kindly interpreter[ for 
ttl In the J alloor. than 11" rt'p liel\. II f set' through the thing at once-it b ~ mo~!. 

II Int r l 'l ohjrct." I1r: then proceeued to CUloglZC n1t', or, more properly, the 
( t (Ill nt Dr, Linlior, who originlte(\ so lI:lble a r1e~i~n. II!:" jl(ldeli, thlt I.e 
hflu~lJ{ I m"ght flepr:nli on ha,; ng O!lt' of hi.s ..:.n·l~. 'who w s \cry I) ~:r.'ll'" (,; hc n ~ 
:11, ht; hnt th'rf' \"n're those vo hom he must tirliOt ("nn~lIlt. 0,1 mv ",')Ull/im' 1 im 

11 j ct of fonDwlIg a mission in or He:lr hi .. tnw 1, hr imm '(Ii.lirl. !n \ I ·ed, 
• t may flo a~ SOJ11 as) 0 11 pIe e; ther e ran he no pn ...... iLl.> (lhjrMit1!l ( ) th\lt ; , 

r f mng to the immediate object of our vi it . he tolll m' t11at llf' olly 

I h was younger himself, that he too might enjo~ the prrnlp3'p., Hi:i 

N N 
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dwelling in whi ch he received us was a mud hut, about twelve feet in diameter, 
with two nanQW entrances, but Without window or chimney, whilst vast crowds 

stood within, and surrounded the doors. He shook hands with. us at parting, and 
we were conducted into one of the l<ing's yards, where was a comfortable hentany, 
and some kouskoU8, beef, and fowls prepared for us. Shortly, Santigeba came in 

to see that all was right; he also paid us a second visit, when, sitting down to 
smoke his pipe, we rehearsed all that had passed, and he repeated bis former 
assurance. He pressed us much to stay all night; but as the morrow was Sunday, 
I declined. Fresh horses were instantly got ready, and we rode to Yanimaroo, 
accompanied by the king's brother, Iris bead serv~mt, and one other, whence we 
returned by vessel to Macarthy's. Naman is, in fact, the mansa, or king, of 
Kattaba; but Santigeba is looked up to by the people as such, who generally 
fiee to him for protection against an invading or marauding force. The country 
round Nyabantang is more elevated, and consequently more dry and bealthy, tban 
most places I ha \'e visited. Within a circle of eight or ten miles thcre are not less 
than ten thousand precious souls; and although composed of many different tribes, 
they all speak the Mandingo, and are not merely open to, but disposed cordially to 
welcome, the harbingers of gospel tidings. What an important field for missionary 
culture is here presented, and how favourable the opening for obtaining a footing 
for t he gospel of peace on this desolate and blood-stained continent! 

Sth.-This afternoon I set sail for King Kemmingtan's town. Messrs. ChOWD, 

Lloyd, and C. Grant, with a military officer, kindly accompanied me to Fatota, 
where they saw me on board, and left me with warmest wishes for my safet)' and 
success . The follo,ving day we passed Broko and Barsan-sang; and on the morn­
ing of the 9th we landed Laming at Fool.tenda, to proceed as my messenger to 
Kemmingtan, at Dunkaseen, and then to return and meet me at Woolli. 

13th.-1 spent the sabbath, as I have often been compelled to do, on board, 
small vessel, making little way, but well engaged with reading, meditat ion, and 
prayer. 

14th.-We re.ched Fattatenda this afternoon; but I was strongly advised by some 
old traders whom I met to defer my visit for some days, the country being agitnted 
by wars and rumours of wars. Great Dumbers of people, principally women and 
children, had fled and were fleeing from Woolli to this port, bringing with them 
their mats, calabashes, &0., and as mu.ch corn as they could can1'. There are now 
twenty or thirty groups sheltered under the branches of trees, with fences or 
enclosures of brambles and corn· stakes. This warfare commenced in the follo\l;ng 
manner ,-A band of sonninkeas from Madin. fell upon • Foulah town near 
Bambako, (in the same kingdom,) took a number of cattle, and about twenty of 
t he natives, whom they sold for slaves. Most of the large towns have Foulah 
villages contiguous to them, as the Foulahs pit.ch their tents near fortified towo" 
to be out of the reach of sti ll more merciless enemies i although they are ohligerl 
to give their protectors milk, hut.ter, and even their cattle, when they are demanded. 
or they would be taken by force. In this case lIbe Bambako people, in order to 
be revenged on the Madin~s, fell on a Foulah town near the royal residence, took 
many head of cattle, and fifty-fiye free people, whom they immediately sold into 
slavery. These people and cattle the king of Woolli, who resides at Madino, hll> 
demanded them to restore. Tbe Bambako people have applied for help to tbe 
almamy of Bondou, and there are now about two hundred horse and one bundred 
foot st.ationed at Bambako. A palaver has, however, been proposed j and it is to 
he hoped the matter will be settled without having recourse to arms. 

To.day the messenger ret,ul'lled and brougl1t me word that Kemmingtan would be 
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hilPPY to see me, and that he h ad sent one of his servants to conduct me fl.'om 

Woolli to his residence; but he, baving had tidings of the war whilst on t he road , 
rr.tlJ..rned to acquaint the king. About noon, three men arrived from the k ing of 
"'nolli, with horses to convey us to j\![adina. 

1 ,th.-Early tltis morning I started for Madina, accompanied by Laming Buri, 
die interpreter, my servant \Vassa, and the three men sent to me by the king. 
Taking my former route through Bantoncling, we halted at Subakunda, where we 
took refreshment, and proceeded to Madina, distant twenty-four miles from Fatta­
lend.. lIere I was soon recognised by great numbers as the tobaubaj'odey, or 

white priest j" and llumerOllS were the salutations of Abbe-lLaeretlo and Salam~ 
o./aikuJJl, "ith which they accosted me. My quarters were, as formerly, at the 
house I)f old Sancli, the prime minister. Fatembirang, the heir presumptive, with 
:several influential persons, came to pay mc their c(nnpliments; and after resting a 
~hort time, we were introduced tQ His 'Nlajesty, Sandi's seryant carrying the present 
I had brought for him. I explained the nature, design, and advantages of the 
J ltstitntion to the hoary-headed king, ,"yho listened with great attention, and 
a1lS" ereel, f It is ver~,{ good indeed, and you shall have one or two of my younger 
30ns i" aci(ling, II YOll have come at an unfavourable time; but when the palaver is 
o\er, r "ill fulfil my promise." 

On lea"ing, t1le king shook me cordially hy the hand. r next spoke on the 
s"hject to lus I wo eldest sons, and Ilrged the heir-apparent to semi his children. 
I r~ ,lllowcu it was an excellent thing, and assured me that as soon as :\Iansa Koi, 
1 hf> king, had sent bi~, he would follow the example. After conversing fluther 
wit II thr peoplr, and conrltlding 1\ith singing and prayer, I tbrew myself on a mat 
n the wann sand, amidst. tl\e clin of dancing, d.rum~beating, and noisy merriment. 

; ~th.- -Thi:s morning I started with my interpreter to Dunkaseen j the latter 
I f'rrihly nfraid of an intenriew with Kt!mmingtan, Laming not having as yet. joined 

hlll he rame up shortly after, and we reached Dunkaseen, wearied and hungry, 
hout three o'clock. .\Jthough the place and circumstances conspired to make me 

... f'ritHl~, ) d 1 frlt not only composed, but happy. I felt convinced, 'were my life 
Ill' forff'it, it 'would t\lrn out to the furtherance of the gospel, and that, iJ called to 

~lIl1hl' I hr sacnh('c. 1 cOlllcl williHgly (Ue in such a cause. .\fter resting awhile, I 
~d. slunHl ttl the killg's rp~idellcc, and had an interview with that hardened 
illlH'1 I his lOOKS were depraved, determined., and malignant. \Yhilst I was 
"ldre "illl' him. he srarrf'ly lonkerl toward::; me, but amused himself by playing ",ith 
" I, ullle··harrdirtl gun, an(l truJy [ was not son'y when I sa" bim lay it do", n. 
IT e lll,uh me no T(,Ply, whirh I am informed he }'are1y does until a second 
;ntfryw\\, 

\hn1lt t,t:..:-ht II'dock the king srot some rice <Hut goat-mutton, with a mess of 
l11'lk nud IMlnA-m·". lilf' nr"t meal J haa partaken of during the UdY, for 'iye could 
J.!;1't ntlthin~ nn the mall. 

19th. 'Yc: hI~l~ fit Ilily ~light. ::md. as SOOti as '\C couM he admitted,1laited on 
the ling. 11(' reccivrd Il" ,"en' riyillv, and E"Tell ronde:scenderl to look at me. He 
~;\i,i that too lUuch talk \\a ... lI;lt gooll, hut what ht' ... aiel be meant j adding, he WaS 

IB I tl) Sf'f' 1IIf': thut thr ohjcct I came for wa ... \'t~T) goorl, hut it was so nt'w and 
frange, that he could not promisE" me to :send hh. children; hO'Y('YCT, IV' woulJ 

tI ink of it, "ntI whemenr I liked to send a ntc!)senger to lLim, he should be treMed 
"Ith the same respect as myself. I then gan' him an Arabic Bihle. and othrr 

, esents, and, after some further con\'rrsation, took my lease. The king provided 
us With hones, and cut two men with us to hring them hack from fattatenda, 
On our l'f!tum through )Iadina, I had another intrp.-icw with the l\ing, "ho repeated 

2 X 2 
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to me his promise of yesterday, and then made for l'attatenda, which we reached 
about six o'clock, P. M., hungry, faint, and exhausted, having been for nine hours on 
horseback, and ridden during the day upwards of forty miles. 

20th.- The vessel not being ready for Macarthy's, I paid a visit to the chief of 
Bodori, ten miles distant on the south side of the river. The country is very finp, 
most of it elevated, and under cultivation. I had an inteniew with the chief, 
who appears to he an ignorant, depraved old man; consequently, little, if at all, 
interested in tbe ohject of my mission. As, bowever, he made no objections, 
he may be brought to a better mind. 

26th .-1 arrived in safety at Macarthy's, in indifferent health, and much 
fatigued; but t ruly thankful that God hM been with me, and brought me back in 
peace. May his blessing prosper this humble effort to promote his glory and 
benefit my fellow-men! 

In a few weeks after these visits, we had several royal pupils 
in the Institution, under the care of Messrs. Swallow and 
Symons, of which something more will be said anon. 

From the pl1eceding extracts, and especially from that under 
date of February 18th, it will be seen that, on the writer 
approaching the town of Dunkaseen, his feelings were of a 
peouliar kind, as he knew not the issue, as to himself, in seek­
ing an audience with so desperate a chief as Kemmingtan, whose 
very name, from his ferocious deeds, had spread terror for many 
miles round and beyond his own locality. This much-dreaded 
chieftain usurped the throne of Upper Nyani, by putting to 
death two of his brothers, whose bodies he gave to the eagles; 
and he has ever since maintained it by the same hardihood in 
cruelty. More than once, when a messenger has brought him 
some evil tidings from a distance, he has instantly seized his 
musket, and shot the unhappy reporter dead on the spot j and 
on one occasion, being enraged against some marraboo, whom 
it is not lawful to kill, he cut off his hands and feet, and allowcd 
him to bleed to death j saying, ({ It was God who killed him, 
not I j for I only cut off his limbs." His hands, as well as his 
({ feet," have ever been ({ swift to shed blood." 

But that which rendered my interview with the despot on 
this occasion one of considerable hazard, was the followin g cir­
cumstance :-Kemmingtan had not only frequently heen in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Macarthy's Island, on his maraud­
ing excursions, ({ scattering firebrands, arrows, and death," but 
a few years previously he had also seized upon a British vessel in 
the upper river, alld pillaged it of all its merchandise. Several 
attempts had been made by the local authorities to gain restitu­
tion, and to bring the matter to an amicable settlement. 'I'hesc, 
however, failed j anu a late Eeutemmt-governor, being deter­
mined to chastise him for such an outrage, proceeded for that 
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purpose in a man-of-war, accompanied by a few native troops 
and volunteers from Macarthy's Island. They anchored at a 
creek in the upper river, by which they proceeded in boats as 
far as they could towards Dunkaseen; and the rest of the jour­
ney they purwed by land, cutting their way through the bush, 
having with them several field-pieces. At length they came 
within sight of the town; aud so eager were they to be avenged 
for the piratical deed, and so sure were they of success, that, 
without stopping . to take refreshment, or make provision for 
water, they at once commenced an attack upon the capital; 
and, having expended a quantity of powder and shot upon its 
lUud-walls, they succeeded in making a breach. This brought 
the lion from his den, and a sharp fire was returned, when 
several of the native soldiers were killed, and two EUfcpeans 
were wounded. By this time our countrymen and the troops 
"'ere exhausted from want of food, but especially of water; 
and some natiye allies from vYoolli, with Mantamba ,\t their 
hcau, having faileu to enter the breach according to promise, 
they maue a hasty retreat, having left two or three pieces of 
bra~~ cannon behind them; and had it not been fOf Mantamba, 
lIith about five hundred Mandingoes from Woolli, who protected 
thcni in their retreat, they had probably everyone perished. 
As it was, it was a total failure; and Kemmingtan, having 
uJlSl'iked the guns that were left on the field, had them 
mounted upon his own mud fort, and now bade defiance to 
t1'c lI'orlU. 

::Some time after this, a succeeding governor, on a visit to 
~\h~artby'~ Island, anxious to have a good understanding with 
h "Il11ningtan, as well as with the other chiefs, sent a friendly 

('",.\e to him, to ask him to eome to J\lacarthy's Island, that 
till' late 'tfl'air might be settled amicably. The bearers of this 
nH"'sagc were a military officer and a European merchant; but 
i ');11llin btan declined the invitation: he would meet the 
g(l),t·l'IlO)" Oil his own territory, but would not come to Macar­
II;) 's hlam!. .\lrnost immediately after this, a misunderstand­
lll.~ nrose brtlreen Kemmingtan and the king of Kattabaj and 
." t I:c lattel' was looked upon as a kind of British ally, about 
t hirt)' soldiers "'el'e sent from Macarthy's Island to his assist­
:l1I('C, with the same military officer at their head. Kemmingtan 
I nulL! not understand this, and was now more than ever 
lllcenscu against the English, anu swore he would have the first 
" Inte man's head he could obtain, and make a !J,'eegree of it. 
1'1". llIuttel', thel'cforc, was never settled, and for some time thc 
t ad, ill the upper ri\'cr was suspendcd, as it was feared the 
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goods on board the vessels would be seized, and probably the 
crews murdered or taken into slavery. But though no further 
outrage was committeu by Kemmingtan, all intercourse between 
him and the local authorities was at an end; and the writer was 
the first European who ventured upon an interview with this 
chief after the threat which he had uttered. 

It will now be seen that in this visit tJ:tere was considerable 
personal risk: it was some time before I could obtain an inter­
preter and guide to accompany me; and various were the 
opinions as to the result of the journey: the prevailing one was, 
that I should never return. There is something in such a situation 
that for a moment startles human nature. The place of this 
interview was in a kind of citadel, in an open square of about 
twelve feet each way, surrounded with a high wall; and Kern­
mingtan sat on a stool at the door-way leading into a part of 
his residence, with a double-barrelled gun in his hand, the 
writer being seated directly opposite to him, about six feet dis­
tant, with his interpreter close by, and half a dozen old men and 
warriors seated all round. To escape, therefore, was out of the 
question; and he knew not but the next moment the contents 
of the gun would be lodged in his breast. But He who said, "10, 
I am with you alway," was present; and nothing but his 
almigbty power could give composure and equanimity in such a 
scene as was this. Kemmingtan knew that the writer was 
neither a military man, DOl' a merchant engaged in commerce; 
but that he was a minister of the gospel, whose business it was 
to proclaim" peace to them that are afar off and to them that 
are nigh:" he, in fact, referred to this in the brief conversation 
which ensued, with an intimation, that, had any other white 
man come to Dunkaseen, he would have met with a different 
kind of reception. 

It w-ill be seen, from the preceding extracts from the authol~s 
journal, that he was not only unmolested, but treated with great 
civility and respect; nay, this "barbarous people showed hiro 
no little kindness;" for Kemmingtan himself furnished him 
with a good supply of provisions during his stay, and gave him 
horses and guides back to Fattatenda. Nor was this all; for in 
about eighteen months afterwards, a royal pupil was sent to the 
InstitutIon at Macarthy's Island, from Dunkaseen ! 

Another fact in connexion with this visit deserves to be 
mentioned. The author, in going to Fattatenda, did not take 
the direct route to the residence of Kemmingtan; and the 
acute old chief had asked me why I had not come to his tOWli 

direct from Macarthy's Island; but, being iuformed that I hacl 

-
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husiness at ,Voolli, and preferred going by water as far as r could, 
he was satisfied. My interpreter, Lamin g B Ul'i, « " as terribly 
afraid of all inter view with Kemruin gtan;" and, « not kno'w­
ing the things thfLt would befall me there," and n ot wish­
ing unnecess;1rily to brillg others into t rouble, I h ad pro­
posed to my servant ,\Tassa, that h e should remain at M adina, 
aud take charge of a few things I was leaving there, and that 
T 1V0uid call for him on my way back the next day. B ut to 
thi8 proposal the faithful Negro nobly replied, « No, i'l'Iassa; I 
JIlU,t go with you: suppose Kemmingtan make yon slave, he 
make me slave; suppose Kemmingtan k ill you, h e kill me 
100!" I told him I did not think he wo uld k ill either of us; 
for I lookeu to a Higher Power than that which can ki ll t he 
body. lIe might possibly keep us as hostages for the break­
in;.; of his town by the E nglish some time ago, and then it 
,rould rcquire a good price to redeem us all. Howcver, Wassa 
vas determined to go anu share with his ma,ter, whatever 
thr fate might be; fL1Hl go he did; and, without further COI11-

llH'llt, this little incident is left to speak fo r itself. 
lIil\lUg held onr aunu al district-meeting at 1\Iaearthy's 

\slanrl ou the 9th of ,March, when all was peace and harmony, 
the" ritf'r proceeded ill a few days to St. Mary's; and on the 
I lth of April a favourab le opportunity offering for Siena­
I JCOlll', lie embarked on that day for a short visit to that illter­
(·,till"; HI~tish colony and mission-statiou. Tbe vessel in "'hich 
III ,.Iiled ,r'1' the (( George Dean," with ~Ir. Ritchie, a respeet­
lill . I"m111;':: European, as supercargo. On the passage down we 

( Ilctl :It His~~o, in thr Rio-Grandc; for "hich I was not sorry, 
Iltou;.::h hut two days' ~ail from the Gamhia. I had De,'er 

","[,H'C ,jsjterlthc place. 13ut I hrtcl soon enough of it. It is 
II .11OW11 that this Portuguese settlement hm, long been a 

)It,k.! ,l:t\{·-tleptlt. 1\1any of the poor creatures I saw in irons, 
<1111 thl' ,,,,li'Ts gencral!) were in a statr of almost perfect nudity. 
hl,1; slIpl'h", wcrc coming 111 from the interior, and a large 
la, L"f II as I-,"ill;':: in tllle of the creeks, " 'aiting for a cargo of human 

hl"m;.::,. I \l'" llltroduced to the govcrnor at the fort, and to Cacta­
'1;,), a tnncllant and notorious slave-dealer, who has amassed con­
hi. r,lhle wealth, at the expense of th" life, Eberty, flesh, blood, 

I'Llne', un.! sinews of his fellow-creatures I On tbe morning of 
th., Elth, _\£r. Ritchie having finished IllS legitimate trade,"We 
I ·Ct tins foul place; and heart ily glad I was; for, consic1enng it 
I an European establishment , ni"~<l 15 the most filthy, unri­
, I' "d, and barlmrolls "pot I CI'cr ,a1\". And how can it be 
otilt rllisC', when the staple article of trnc1e consi,ts in the 
111\ in;:: lIUrl 'cllint! or the rational part of God', creation'r 
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On leaving this modern Sodom, we had a good run to a far 
different European colony j for, ahout ten A.i\!. on Saturday, 
23d, we discovered the mountains of Sierra-Leone, distant about 
twenty-five miles, the scenery of which, as we approached 
"nem'er and nearer still," was most enchanting. 'iV-hen we 
consider the philanthropic principles on which this British set­
tlement was founded, and the vast benetits which it has conferred 
on tens of thousaIlds of Negroes who have been rescued from 
« the man-stealer," and who, on touching this colony, lose their 
shackles, and that moment become free,- we perceive how beau­
tifully it coutrasts with the miserable, dark den of slavery at 
Bissao i-the one, the land of Egypt j and the other, the pro­
mised land of Canaan ! 

We anchored in the harbour of Free-Town between two aud 
three P.M. j and the wl'iter soon found his way to the mission­
house, where he met with a cordial reception, and was happy to 
find the brethren were all tolerably well. 

During this short visit the writer went to Wellington, Hast­
ings, Gloucester, Regent, and several of the other villages, com­
posed principally of re-captured Negroes, where we have inter­
esting societies and good congregations, to whom he preached 
with pleasure and profit, as well as in the capital j and duriug 
his stay he was treated with great respect by all classes of the 
community, having by invitation dined with His Excellency at 
Government-house, with the military at the barracks, several of 
the merchants, and two of the Church missionaries. It was 
about this time that a more systematic plan was commenced for 
the training of native agents j and sub-sequently a very large 
an d commodious building being offered for sale at King Tom's 
Point, it was purchased during the next year, and fitted up as 
an Institution. This building, for situation, convenience, and 
magnitude, was every thing that was desired, being sufficiently 
large for a mission-family at each end, and for the students in 
the middle. It was formerly a naval depot, and is said to have 
cost £7,000 j but was bought at public auction by the Society 
for tl1Tee hundred guineas, several friends in England having 
liberally contributed for that specific object. 

It was also during this year that the operations of a printing· 
press were begun at this station, when upwards of .€120 
were raised in the colony for printing purposes j and, in con­
nexion with this, a monthly periodical, or religious newspaper, 
was commenced, which was called, "The Sierra-Leone 'Watch-
111an.') 

On the 17th of lVIay, the i\uthar re-embarked for the Gambin. 
At this time, Mr. Dove and Mr. Badger were preparing to sml 
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for England, having been at this station upwards of four years: 
they intended, however, to return, after having recruited their 
health; which they accordingly did, as will be seen in due 
course. They left Sierra-Leone on the 27th of May; but, hav­
ing a long and tedious passage, they did not arrive in England 
till after the middle of August. 

On the 29th of May, the writer arrived at St . Mary's, having 
had to beat up most of the way from Sierra-Leone. The rainy 
season was now drawing nigh j and the tornadoes, with their 
accompaniments, thunder and lightning, were terrific. On the 
21 st of June we were visited by a tremendous one, with heavy 
rain, when several vessels in the harbour were driven ashore, 
and the roof of one house was partly blown away. 

The writer was again engaged in the locality of St. Mary's, 
III vi~iting some of the native chiefs; and in the month of July 
l'e took a jonl'lley to Macarthy's Island and its neighbourhood, 
for the same purpose. On his retnrn, he was attacked with 
fever, which continued more or less severe for several days: 
fifty lceches applied to his chest gave him considerable relief. 
\.bout the middle of August, Dr. Goheen, from Liberia, arrived 

at St. Mary's, on his way to America, and took up his abode 
\rith thp writer at the mission-house. On the 19th Mr. Symons 
camc dOWll from the upper statioll, very unwell: Dr. Goheen 
kindly nttcnc1ecl him. The next day Mr. Swallow and family 
s.tiled foJ' BOllvista, one of the Cape Verd Islands, principally 
• I al'('onnt of the illness and weakness of his child. 

TIll' colony at this time was in a state of considerable excite­
Illt 111, o"illg to ome pcrsonal disputes and law-suits among 
'hf E1\l'o]lean~, and some of the authorities. The author kept 
I, cr ['!'Om these as much as possible, except that in one or two 

, ;, ,\, h( acted as a kind of arbitrator; an<1 bis efforts to pro­
ll"tl 1'<':lCC were not ill nun. 

'I'ow:mh the close of October, Mr. and ]\Irs, Swallow returned 
fro"l Il." Cape \ erd Islands, having l o~t their deal' child, who 
It, ,l bCI'1! ill for eightcen mouths. In a few days they pro­
•• ,ded tf) ':\lacarth:r'~ Island, and MI'. Symon~ passed through 
'III' l<1mS tolerably \\cll . But, as usual; the author had several 
til cI C)f fcvcr dmiub this season. 

Oil \lcccmbcr 18th, His Roral Highness PI·inee de Joimillc, 
011 of the I,iug of the Frcnch, nrrire(l nt the Gambia, 011 board 

Fr!'nch 'tcamer, and irnlllediatclv fiJ'rd a royal salute, "hich 
,. ,IS retnrtl('d by OIU' gnns. Soon 'after this, Iiis Royal High-
11(' • lall(lctl, and took a walk through the to\\ n, ;:1](1 ,i,itcd thc 
b '\(,'1 < ane! other places. lIe also houourcd the mi",ion. 
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house with a short visit, went into the chapel and school-room, 
and asked me several questions respecting the mission. In the 
evening I had the honour of dining with him at Government­
llOuse, with a large party of naval, civil, and military officers, 
merchants, &c. 

Prince de J oinville appeared to be from twenty-eight to 
thirty years of age, was rather tall, easy and agreeable in his 

, manner, though but imperfectly acquainted with the English 
language. He wore the uniform of a captain in the navy, with 
a star at his hreast. His frigate, "La Belle Poule," was at 
Goree; and he was paying a temporary visit to the small 
French establishment at Albrada in the Gambia, and to the 
Casamanza, in the steamer, and then returned to Goree, and 
proceeded down the Coast in the vessel just mentioned. Since 
that day, " how are the mighty fallen! JJ 

At the end of December the writer was once more at 
Macarthy's Island, and was delighted with the services COll­

ducted in the lower part of the Institution, which he attended 
on Christmas-day, the watch night, and on the fi rst sabbath of 
the new year. 

The acting-governor from St. Mary's, T. L. Ingram, Esq., 
was on a voyage in the upper river, for the purpose of having 
an interview with tne head-men at the different trading-ports, 
and of visiting most of the chiefs within his reach, in order to 
promote trade aud commerce; and, being respectfully invited 
to accompany him, the writer gladly availed himself of this 
opportunity of taking a fourth journey among the natives, 
hoping that the benefi t would be mutual. We left Macarthy's 
Island January 3d, 1843, on board the cntter "Emma." On 
the 4th and following days His Excellency tried to obtain an 
interview with Kemmingtan; but the crafty old chief, l1"i th fair 
speeches, avoided all personal comm unication with the British. 
I subjoin a few brief extracts from my journal :-

7th.- "Ve waited at Foolatenda all day; but neither Kern­
mingtan came, nor any message from him ; and what can be 
the cause of this, we are at a loss to conjecture, unless it be that 
he cannot forget the attack upon his town by a late lieutenallt­
governor, and therefore will not trust himself near the while 
men. After breakfast we rode to Bankobata, a large Julor 

town nearly two miles from the port, containing about fiftcen 
hundred inhabitants. The land for some distance is cultivated; 
and ground-nuts, indigo, corn, and rice are grown in great plenty. 
We saw some date and pappa trees near the town; and, hal"lng 
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remained about an houT, we returned to the vessel. A consi­
derable trade is carried on at this place, an European trader 
being now here with a vessel from St. Mary'S, whose t.ransac­
tIons amount to nearly fifteen hundred dollars per month. 

The governor entered into a treaty with the head-men of 
Bankobata and Chakunda, about a mile further up the river, 
relative to trade, and prohibiting any dealings with slavery; but 
at the mention of this I saw several of them smile. In fact, 
th~J think as little of buying and selling their fellow-creatures 
as they do of exchanging cattle; and though the British mer­
r,han ts do not directly participate in this nefarious traffic, yet, in 
carrying on their trade in the upper part of the river, they 
become indirectly connected with it. For instance: a few days 
ago we were told that thirteen slaves were sold by the Banko­
bata people for country cloths, and these were immediately 
sold again to the European trader for English goods. 

12th.-To-clay we saw some of Kemmingtan's people from 
Dunkascen, but could learn nothing satisfactory as to why he 
did not come to see the governor; and the latter is not dis­
posed to yenture a visit to him. The next day we proceeded 
to )ladina. 

17tb.-Cantalicunda. ,Ve have been some time in deciding 
upon the best mode of proceeding higher up the river; but it was 
a~rectl we should proceed in the boat, and start with the tide at 
hw o'clock in the morning. SOOli after this arrangement was 

laUe, we heard a noisc at the village ashore; and on going t() 
\; hat wa~ tbe cause, we found that some people had seized 

'illU ('a!Tied ofr one of the Kroo-men belonging to our vessel, 
L t"'ll~f', as we "'cre told, the governor had not given them any 
pl' (Ilts, and thc ground belonged to them. ,Ve were for 
OnlC tirne in great excitement. Several persons, however, were 
nllll<'flintely despatched after the stolen sailor, and a messenger 

"'iii off to the old chief. But before he arrived, the old man had 
( nt " lnrgc palty to take the prisoner back to the vessel, and ex­

• C Sl'rt his I'C'grct at what had happened, though as yet they 
I""t not brought the Kroo-mall. We sat up to a late hour; but 

I'( Lapp,V to be disturbed about two o'clock with the joyful 
II"'" that Jolin -Freeman had come back, the kiug's people 
Ll' iug I cscuecl him out of the hands of his euemies . The poor 
l' 1101\ had fought hard before they could take him, in the first 
, I I 1lIl<" from the yillage close to the shore: he had been 
("111'111 i I p,lted on the road, and was afterwards tied by the 
ned, h:ll)(l~, and fect, to prevent his escape. Tl11~ circumshtncc 
lIduc ,,I the gO\'cl'lIol' not to proceed <111;' further UI' the ril'cr, 
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as Cantalicunda is the highest trading-port in the Gambia; 
and we had heard that some of the dissatisfied people had 
hoped for an opportunity of catching either himself or me, say­
ing they should have a vessel full of goods for our redemption. 

The trade just now is not great at this port, owing princi­
.pally to a war with Bondou and Bambarra. The river is here 
one hundred and forty yards broad, and three fathoms deep, 
and the rise and fall of the tide at this season of the year is 
about three feet. Early on the following morning we weighed 
llInchor on our return; and having no places to call at, and 
being favoured with a fair wind, we reached Fattatenda that 
evening. Two days after we anchored at Bannatenda on account 
of the tide; but the governor and I procured horses, and rode 
from that place to Macarthy's Island, which we reached near 
midnight on the 20th, having been absent seventeen days. 

On reaching Macarthy's Island, the wri ter found that :MI'. 
and Mrs. Swallow had gone down to St. Mary's, for medical aid 
and change of air, on account of the serious illness of the latter. 
Having, therefore, arranged some matters connected with the 
mission, he proceeded after them as soon as possible; and, having 
a good mn down 'the river, arrived at that station on the 25th. 
Mrs. Swallow, on the previous day, had been p.l'emat1ll'ely con­
fined, and, 011 the 26th, I baptized their dear infant by the 
name of Afl'icanlls, one hour before its death; and in a few 
hours I had to commit it to the silent tomb. T wo days after, 
the mother followed her babe to the paradise of God. 

lV[RS. SWALLOW was a native of Leeds, where she was born 
on the 12th of December, 1816. In the sixteenth year of her 
age she was awakened to a sense of the exceedin g sinftllness of 
sin, and of the necessity of securing the favonl' of God, under a 
sermon preached by the late Rev. Thomas Galland, M.A.; and 
shoEtly after, at a prayer-meeting held i~ herJather's house, she 
found « redemption ill the blood of Jesus; " when, on rising fro!ll 
her knees, she instantly threw her arms round the neck of her 
parent, and exclaimed, « 0 my dear father, praise the Lord I I 
feel that he has blotted ont my sins! I am happy! 0 praise 
the Lord, I am happy!" Abont fil'e years after this she was 
united in marriage to Mr. Swallow, on the eve of his embarka­
tion for the Gambia, in the autumn of 1837; and she continued 
to labour with her husband, most zealously and successfully, 
uutil ill health obliged him to retul'l1 to England in the early 
,Part of 1839. In the latter part of the following year she a 
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second time most cheerfully accompanied him to Africa, though 
she was then a mother, and brought with her their interesting 
little infant boy, aged only SL,( months. She, however, found 
time to attend to other duties besides those of a domestic kind, 
and was often seen teaching and instructing the black children, 
with her own dear child playing at het· feet. But the blighting 
effects of the climate were soon felt by this European infant ; 
and after several months' gradual decline, the parents were 
called to monrn the loss of their first and only child. This, 
together with the fatigues and anxieties occasioned by its pro­
tracted illness, greatly affected Mrs. Swallow's health and 
spirits, and she was advised to return to England; but she 
positively refused, until Providence should point out the path 
for her husband's return also. She therefore resumed her 
duties, and, as far as her health would allow, was not weary in 
'VeIl-doing. On the 21st of January she arrived at St. Mary's, 
with Mr. Swallo'V, hoping the change would prove heneficial; 
Bud the writer, having arrived there from the upper river a few 
days after, had an opportunity of visiting her in her affliction, 
when some profitable seasons were spent in spiritual comersa­
tion and prayer. But she gradually sank under the effects of 
11('1' preyious affliction, follo'Ved as it was by her confinement, 
anrl that by other diseases i so that, though every thing 
II <[. done that skill or kindness could suggest, it was to 
110 purpo'e. 

The clay before she died, she expressed herself as llaving 
I' ,I( " but not joy; but soon afterwards she said, "Ch;ist is 
!,rr 'io1l' i" and, in answer to some interrogations by her hus­
h. nd, I'C'pcctillg her father, she said, "Tell him not to regret 
I. \li": f,'1Ycn Ins daughter to be the wife of a missiooary." 

hOI t Iy after this, the writer having engaged in prayer '>y her 
i,('(l-"j(lc. ~he e'prc sed herself as being greatiy refreshed; and on 

,1 :d'1l!~," \ nd "hat shall I tell your father!''' "Tell him," 
'li,l ,!,e, "that I can go to hCayell just as soon from the banks 

(o! l hc U ambia f1 I could from Leeds in Yorkshire," The 
'.rt hly tahprnaclc was now rapidly falling, and her \\cakness 
\I ',ll ~I ... nt ag to amonnt to positive .uffering. Her bu band, 
I" h I" tin' most acutely, haclleft the room, and he nquested 
lIr' to call him in shortly after. ,\Vhen he came to the becl-
,k, ~lw looked at him, a~d very weetlv saId, ",\Yillian, I 'lIll 

'JIll;;." He replicrl, "To hca\:en, my"loyer'.' \\hen ;he said, 
, ><,,;" a!HI in a few minutes the writer closed her eres 
nth. " 

::; H' die 1 at St. :'Iary's carly in the 1ll0l'l1ing of ,Jamary 28th, 
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1843, aged twenty-seven years, and was interred the same 
evening at the common burying-ground. Mrs. Swallow was a 
pious, amiable, intelligent, and excellent woman, full of kind­
ness and affection, ardentlV attached to our beloved constitutiou 
and to the cause of mi~si(i)ns: in that she lived, laboured, 
suffered, and died. A more ample account of this admirable 
female may be found in the W esleyan-Methodist Magazine for 
April, 1.8416, written by her husband . 

On the 23d of January, Mr. and Mrs. Watkins, with Mr. 
George Chapman, arrived at the Gold-Coast j and the following 
month Mr. and Mrs. Quick, with Mr. Richard Amos, landed at 
Sierra-Leone. But the staff of standard-bearers at the Gold­
Coast was again reduced about this time, by the death of Mr. 
Shipman, and of Mrs. Watkins, who were soon added to the list 
.of " those who had gone before." 

SAMUEL A. SHIPMAN was the son of a W esleyan missionary, 
:and was born in Jamaica, N ovember 2d, 1818, where his father 
was theEl. stilltioned . From a child he was aIIfiable, courteous, 
:and conscientious j and such was his regard for the sacredness 
1)f the ministerial office, that a recollection of his being the son 
1)f a minister operated considera,bly upon his mind as a restraint 
from sin. His conversion to God was striking and manifest. 
His preaching was solid, yet simple, chaste, and clear; and his 
,(lisco'lrses were delivered with zeal and energy. Being born in 
the ruission-field, and the son of a missionary, he had early in 
life fElt a great interest in the cause of missions; and when he 
~ecame a candidate for the work, he nobly offered himself for 
Western Mrica, being anxious to « preach the gospel to the 
regio[s beyono." His arrival at the Gold-Coast, with Mrs. 
Shipman a.nd others, early in 1841, has already been mentioned. 
After '1 few weeks' residence at Cape-Coast Castle, Mr. Shipman 
proceeded to British Aha, to take charge of that important 
station, whe1'c he continued to labour, with some slight intel'­
ruptiobs from ill health, up to the time of his death. In a letter 
to his father from tills station, about two months before his 
lamenhd removall, he expressed his tha.nkfulness that he and 
his deal, wife were both in the enjoyment of good health, though 
surroumed by sickness and death. At this time, in addition to 
his oth6l' work, he was employed in compiling a vocabulary of 
the Fan;ee language, and had then completed a translation of thc 
Commatdments, the Lord's Prayer, and part of the Conference 
Catechisn. Here he h,arl also several native converts under a 
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course of training, preparatory to their becoming native teachers 
and subordinate agents in the mission. But, in the midst of use­
fulness, this faithful and zealous herald of the cross was removed 
from earth to heaven. He died at British Akra, February 22d, 
1843, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, and the third of his 
public ministry. His last words were,-

" In death, as life, be thou my Guide, 
And save me, who for me hast died!" 

Mrs. Shipman felt this stroke very severely, and embraced 
au early opportunity of returning to England. 

NT RS. WATKINS died at Cape-Coast Castle, on the 1st of 
March, 1843. She, with her husband, and Mr. George Chap­
man, . had landed there on the 23d of the previous January, 
having had a long and tedious voyage. A fortnight after their 
nrrivaJ, Mrs. 'Watkins was attacked with a disorder, which 
rlefied human skill; and she gradually grew weaker, until she 
exchanged mortality for life, after a residence in Western 
Africa of only thirty-nine days. 

Early in February we held our annual district-meeting at 
fit. 11 ~l'y'~ on the Gambia, when we were all of one heart and 
uf one mmd, but founel considerable difficulty as to the future 
appointments of the stations, from the paucity of missionaries, 
mill my contemplated return home. Two days after, the 
. {InIOn" sailed for England, carrying our accounts, district 
llliuutcs, &c. On the 29th of the month, the « Sea Witch)) 
al ri\('rl from TJondon, bringing ~Ir . Lynn, a schoolmaster, for 
,·1 '[;try's, who had had some luonths'training at Glasgow; 
;1:lci heillg a local preacher, he was a valuable acquisition. 

On the' 8th of April, Hcr Majcsty's frigate the" Madagascar" 
, ·,me intu thc harbour from the leeward, \1iith the commodore, 
l nl'talll Foote. on boal·d. In the evening I dined with him at 
n()\'prnmrnt-llonsc; and the next day, being the sabbath, went 
(n hO:1nl, and attcndcd divine service, and was much pleased with 
til ,lecumm and solcmnity manifested by all parties. About 
t I Iff t i11111dred, including the officers and sailors, were prescnt. 
111 , day< after, I dined on board the frigate, and gavc back to 
("Iptain Foote the two letters which he had kindly allowed me 
. ) copy, ,mtl which he, or rather one of his officers, had rccei'-ed 
!'Om two chief, at Calabar, relating to the Slal'e-Tradc. One 
r t h~,c letters I introduce hcre, as a sprcimen of African 

, I,,'C pondencc amI phrnseology, of thf'ir "jew, of the utility 
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and importance of the British squadron, and of their desire to 
have Christian teachers and others to instruct them in the arts 
of civilized life. 

TO CO MMANDER RA'YMOND, MAN-OF-WAR SHIP. 

I AM very glad yon come up and settle t reaty proper, and thank you for doing 
every thlng right for me. Yesterday I have heen look for some man-of-war long 
time j and when French man come here, I sent, I think, last December, our canoe 
to let yon know; but too much wind live to catch Fernando Po; and not we 

come for help, me keep treaty aU same. Mr. Blount promise; an d when I no 
give slaves, French man-of-war come here and make plenty palaver; but I no will. 

One thing I want for beg your Queen Victoria.. I have' too much man now I 
can't sell slaves, and don't know what for do for them; but if I can't catch 
some small cotton-tree and coffee to grow, and man to teach me, and to make all 
sugar-cane li ve for country, come up proper and seU for trade side, I very glad. 

Mr. Blyth tell me England glad for send man to teach book, and teach for 
understand God all same as white man. If queen do so, I glad too much; and we 
must try to do good for England always. What I think I want fDr doliar side is 
proper In dia r ed romalis, and copper rod. I no want fo ol thing : I want thing 
for trade side for England. 

I must try to do good thing for Queen Victoria, and all Englishman, and hOI" 
que~n and young prince must live long time proper. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours friend, 

(Signed) KING Eyo HO NESTY, 

Creek- Town, Calebar, 
I thank you again for com me and done ali things proper for we, and glad to see 

you very often. 
Creek- Town, 1 December, 184'2. 

On the 5th of May we were cheered by the arrival of Messrs. 
Godman alid Parsonson. A few days after, we held a special 
district-meeting, in reference to the appointment of the bre­
thren, the secretaries having left it with us to arrange in the 
best manner we could. We were united in sentiment and 
affection; and it was decided that Mr. Swallow should return to 
England with me, though he would have risked another rainy 
season, had only one missionary been sent_ The state of the 
missions at this period, at each of the districts on the Coast, may 
be seen in the" Report of the Wesleyan-Methodist Missionary 
Society, for the year ending April, 1843." 

There were several native agents, at each of the stations, 
actively co-operating with the European missionaries in preach­
ing and teaching the sublime truths of our holy religion ; and 
each district had an Institution for training others to be ulti­
mately employed in the same work. 

The Europeans generally on the Coast feel a pleasure in 
annually subscribing to the support of these missions ; and the 
printed Reports will furnish many names of the highest respect-
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abi lity, as well as not a few natives, who, having been benefited 
tempol'aIJy as well as spirituaUy by the gospel, feel it no less a 
duty than a privilege to contribute towards sending" the gospel 
to the regions bcyond." 

From these sources the following sums were remitted to t he 
parcnt Society during the year, in addition to the regular 
wceklyand quarterly payments and other collections :-Sierra­
Leone, € 15L1 j Gambia, £ 184. 158. 3d. j Gold-Coast, £ 132. 
tis 8d.: total, .-C171. Is. lld. 

Thc author's residence in Africa was now drawing to a close j 
and hi~ feelings at the pro peet of leaving were of' a peculiar 
character. :More than ten years of the best part of his life had 
becll spent in eonnexion with these interesting missions, in 
which he had travelled many thousands of miles by sea and by 
land; and, in the prosecution of his hnmble labours, had often 
been calJcd to suffer in various ways. But though f1'!~queut ly 
" brought low," the Lord had as often" helped him;" and he 

liar! not laboured ill vain, nor spent his strength for nought." 
In addition to those special and Divine interpositions of PJ'ovi­
deuee, and that" grace to help in time of need," which had been 
imparted, there were other, theJUgh less important, circumstances 
\I hi, h called for gratitude. He had usually had the hearty 
c ,-operatIOn of his brethren in the ministry, with their confi­
dCllce and esteem, and the good-will and prayers of an con­
m'ded ,lith the mission; and, generally, he may say, he had 
had thc respect and best wishes of those who were without. A 
r, 'I' dill'S hefore his embRl'kation for England, he received a 
L,,,] letter from some influential gentlemen, requesting his 

,,('I'('pl'll1ce of a silver tea-service, with an inscription, as a 
lIwuto of thcir friendship and esteem." This document 

II;L signed by seveu E uropeans j and though, as they state, 
till')' formed f< but a very inconsiderable number" of those 
II h" "1,h(,ll 1','("11 to the mission, and to the writer as one of 
Ill(' ""l'icty's 'lgents, yet tlwse seven were a fail' representa­
j io" of' the Buropeall residents at the Gambia, as foul' of t hem 
\ (I'C hO\lling wille of the highest officilli situation under Her 
I\L J' ,t}', UOH'l'IlUlcnt, both in the ci'll, judicial, and military 
liL-p" tnH'llt, and tho other three "I101'e rcspectable merchant,', 
tllO of \I hom were' magistrates. 

few days aftcr this occurrencc, aml the author's gratcfu 1 
\11 nOlI lodgments, I e cngagcu a passage on bo,l[,} a .French 
b Irq,l the" ~lc'\icain," hound for HaHc-dc·(;l','Cl'; anr} on 

un i \1' .\Ia} 2ht, deJil"crell hi, farewell sermon ill I he c1'aprl 
r.' ,rc depo,iteu. the remains of his deor \\; f' 'lllf\ tl'O 

(J 0 
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lovely children, and where he had so many times proclaimed 
" Jesus a,nd the resurrection." Mr. Swallow preached in the 
evening: he, too, had been called to suffer in a similar way. 

In the narrative of these missions already giveu, it will have 
been seen that the writer, having been the senior missionary at 
tbe Gambia for some years, had had charge of the different 
stations on this part of the Coast; and iu his capacity of general 
superintendent had been much engaged at different times in 
the erection and superintending of school-houses, chapels, and 
other mission buildings. His last act in this department of 
labour was to enclose a small piece of ground at the common 
place of interment, which is about three quarters of a mile 
from the town, and of which a representation is here given. 
In the enclosed space weTe laid tbe bodies of the Rev. Thomas 
Wall, Mrs. Swallow and her iufant babe, and since then 
of one or two other missionaries. The railing, it will be seen, 
is of iron, placed upon a pedestal or foundation of stone, with au 
entrance in the form of an iron gate; and the attitude of the 
Negro will be sufficiently intelligible without further explanation. 

Several of tl~e old resident~ at St. Mary's have had small 
pieces of ground enclosed for themselves or their families, 
at a sufficient distance from the sea-side; and as two or three 
Wesleyan missionaries had been interred at this place before 
the author's arrival at the Gambia early in 1833, and no one 
was able to point out the precise spot where they were buried, 
he thought it due to others who might fall in the field, that 
their bodies also should be preserved undisturbed from the raging 
elements, and from prowling beasts; and was resolved that 
something should be done, however plain, to distinguish and 
point out the missionary's grave. This little act of justice 
would have been performed at an earlier period, had not several 
of his fellow-labourers been interred in the chapel; but as this 
was becoming inconvenient, and others preferred being buried 
at the usual place of interment, the time had now arrived to do 
something to procure it suitable place. 

The day of the writer's departure was now at hand ; and on 
Saturday morning, May 27th, 1843, he went on board the 
"Mexicain," accompanied by a host of friends and well­
wishers. M~.ny of the native converts had loaded us with 
presents of various kinds, in token of their affectionate regards, 
and they also" accompanied us to the ship;" and" the adieus 
and farewells" were numerous and affecting. Several of the 
natives, also, and other friends, sailed with us a few mile. 
towards the Atlantic, and then returned in a small sloop, which 
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had been ki ndly lent for the occasion; and we had again to say, 
"Farewell." The writer has often heard missionaries speak of 
"the parting scene," when called to leave their native land and 
friends, probably never to see them more till the resurrection 
morn; and he is no stranger to those emotions, haviug thrice 
passed through the ordeal,-on one occasion, it will be recol­
lected, under very peculiar circumstances; and none but a mis­
sionary can tell the feelings of his heart, when he is in the act 
of bidding adieu to the nearest and dearest on earth, with one 
foot on land, and the other on the vessel that is to bear him far 
away. But none of these scenes, nor all of them put together, 
came up to that ~hi.ch it cost the writer to leave Africa. Many 
a lingering look did he gi"e, as he walked the deck, after our 
friends had returned: and the telescope was again and again 
taken up, till the sun went down, and the town of Bathurst and 
St. Mary's were out of sight. He then retired into his cabin to 
ask the Divine blessing upon these British settlements, and 
upon the mission-stations, and presented himself afresh to God. 

On the afternoon of the 29th we anchored at Goree, our 
captain having to call there for a short time. We found no less 
than seven French men-of-war lying in the harbour, which, with 
several merchant vessels, presented rather a lively appearance. 
Here we were detained somewhat longer than was expected, 
from the following very annoying and vexatious circumstance: 
The writer had with him a little black boy of promising charac­
ter, the son of one of our local preachers at St. Mary's. His 
parents had formerly resided at Goree, and were slaves 
belonging to a Mulatto lady; but they had for many years 
lived at the British settlement at the Gambia, and had both 
obtained their emancipation by the payment of a certain sum of 
money. This boy was born at St. Mary's, and had never seen 
Goree in his life; but on going ashore, the lady claimed him as 
her slave. 

The following letter addressed to the governor, will explain 
the particulars of the former part of this unexpected affair :-

"MEXICAIN," OFF GOREE, lV/ay 3]st, 1843. 
Sm,-I regret that a sense of duty compels me to complain of the conduct of 

one of the civil officers under your excellency's authority; I refer to M. Dubour_ 
dieu, collector of customs. 

I am a passenger for Engla.nd, by way of France, on board the above-named 
vessel, and have with me a servant boy, about twelve years of age. We left 
St. Mary's on the 27th instant, and anchored at this port on the evening of 
the 29th. 

Yesterday forenoon I went ashore, in company with my fellow-passengers and my 

202 
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servant boy; we walked about the town for some time, called upon one or 'two 
friends, and were preparing to go on board again, wben our captain informed us 
that there was some talk ahout my servant being a slave belonging to a lady of 
colour of tbe name of Degrigny. I told him that such a thing was impossible, as 
the boy was born at tbe British settlement of St. Mary's, Gambia, and had never 
before been to Goree. However, at the captain's request, I went witb him to the 
collector: when the passport for mysclf and servant was presented, he coolly 
replied, tltat "I might proceed, but that he must see the servant before be could give 
him permission." I then, with the captain and the Rev. William Swallow, accom­
panied him to the wharf, (wbere the boy was waiting to go on board the ship,) 
showed him thc servant, told him that he was born at St. Mary's, Gambia, and again 
showed him the passport with the boy's name as well as my own upon it; but all 
this was of no nse; he said the boy must go to the house of Madame Degrign)" 
and requested the harbour-master to take him. I remonstrated against this, and 
said I could not allow him to be taken into captivity; that he was as much a Bri­
tish subject as I was; and once more referred him to the passport, and asked him 
what was the use of such a document, if I was to be subjected to all these annoy­
ances. But to all that I said a deaf ear was turned; and the collector insisted 
upon the boy being taken, both against his own will and also mine; and immedi­
ately. calleel a sergeant from the guard-house. Seeing this, I made no further 
remonstrance, though the boy still refused to go, till requested hy me, with the 
assurance that I would accompany him, which I did, as did also the captain and the 
Rev. W. Swallow. A long discussion took place between the officer sent, the cap­
tain, and Madame Degrigny; the particulars I am ignorant of, as I did not under­
stand the language; the boy, however, with myself, ultimately left the house and 
came on board. 

Your excellency will, I trust, excuse this detailed account of a Dlost vexatious 
affair. British subjects, and that especially from an English colony so contiguous 
as the Gambia, would have expected dift'erent treatment; and I therefore feel that 
I bave just cause to complain of M. Dubourdieu's insulting conduct to me per­
sonally; and I further beg most earnestly and solemnly to protest against my 
servaut being forced along the streets, under a guard, at the dictation of M. 
Dubourdieu, and to please the caprice of Madame Degrigny, who never saw the boy 
in her life before yesterday. 

Craving your excellency'S kind interference and protection during my short stay 
under your exce1lency's administration, 

I bave the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 

"WILLIAM Fox. 

1'0 His Excellency Governo,- Dagorne, ~c . ~c. ~c., Goree. 

To that letter I received the following reply:-

GOREE, May 31st, 1843. 
Sm,-I have received the letter which you did me the hOllOill' to write on the 

subject of a black boy, who accompanied you from St. Mary's. I do not doubt 
that the proceedings 'which you complain of would appear to you unnatural, were 
you not ignorant of the French language anel M. Dubourdieu of the English lan­
guage, which has caused a lL'lisunderstanding. 

The fact is, it was the duty of the officer to assme himself, at the time, if ti,e 
claims of l\1'adame Degrigny were legal or not. In the laUer case YOUT servant 
would be completely at liberty to go at large. 
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Sla,ery is not yet abolished in onr settlement, and, whanever my opinion may be 
on tms point, the slave is legally the property of its master. 

The proximity of St. Mal'Y's, where the law is altogether opposed, will canse our 
slaves to desert, and the desertion is legally an offence which cannot affect the 
rights; t.hen, if your servant is born at Goree a slave, his owner has the right of 
claiming him, and we must aid him in obtaining his property. The case must, 
however, necessarily appear before the courts, where it will be judged with every 
diligence and impartiality; and if t.here is not sufficient proof, our cOllrts shall not 
permit a free individual to be made a slave: and this is my reply to Madame 
Degrigny. 

When you thought it necessary to go to Madame Degrigny's, I must repeat to you 
that it was 0\\1ng to a misunderstanding on your part; and had you understood the 
~uestion, I dare say you would have been the fitst to afford an investigation. 

Agree with me, Sir, in the assurance of my distinguished consideration, 
(Signed) Z. DAGORNE, 

The Commandant of Goree. 
To the Re~. W. Fox. 

Sbortly after the receipt of this letter, I received a summons 
to attend a bench of magistrates at seven o'clock OIl the follow­
ing morning. The governor presi<led, witb three other judges. 
Several witnesses kindly came forward, wbo declared that the 
boy was born at St. Mary's: tbis was contradicted by two or 
tbree witnesses, produced by Madame Degrigny. After a whilc 
the judges retired for a short time to consult, then came into 
the court with the decision j which was, in substance, "that the 
boy was born at St. Mary's, but it was a short time before his 
motber purchased her freedom j and, that being the case, the 
child was the legal property and slave of the owner of his 
mother." I protested against this, but it was to no purpose j 
and he was not allowed to proceed with me to England, unless I 
ransomed him j which I did by payiug one hundred and fifty 
<lollars, and four more for the making out his manumission! 

I sent the whole particulars to the English authorities at the 
Gambia, and furnished the Wesleyan Missionary Committee 
with them, and was in hopes that the matter would not be 
allowed thus quietly to drop. But I heard nothing more of the 
case, except expressions of regret and indignation at the con­
duct of the French at Goree on this occasion. 

We left this miserable place between three and foul' o'clock 
P. M. on the 1 st of June, and proceeded on our voyage. It 
is, however, due to state, that two or three Frenohmen, who 
frequently visited the Gambia, and to whom the writer was 
known, a,owed their sympatby for him, and their regret at 
the annoyance to which he had been subjected, and especially at 
the dccision of the court. OIle of them, in expressing his 
indignation, in imperfect English, said, "Mr. Fox, I do think 
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this Goree is de worst and last place God Almighty did make." 
The population of this French settlement was about seven 
thousand, of whom six thousand were held in bondage; that 
is, they were slaves, toiling every day for another's benefit, and 
their children had to do the same. It afforded the writer plea­
sure, after all, that he was able to rescue the little boy from the 
unnatural grasp of this female owner of human beings. 

On Sunday, June 4th, we held divine service in the main 
cabin, but were few in number j Mr. Swallow, myself, Mr. A. 
Rendall, who was a fellow-passenger, and the African boy, being 
all that were present. On Wednesday afternoon, the 17th, we 
observed a good-sized vessel coming before the wind. When 
she neared us a little, our captain hoisted his colours; but it 
was some time before our neighbour had the civility to do the 
same, which caused us to be a little suspicious as to her real 
character j and our suspicion was rather increased by a sight of 
the Spanish flag, which was exhibited when about two miles 
distant. At this period we perceived a number of persons in 
the fore part of the ship busily engaged in what we supposed 
was a preparation for an attack upon us j and this supposition 
was strengthened when she had altered her course, and was 
making towards us. We were now apprehensive that she was a 
pirate j and a consultation was held as to the plan we should 
adopt, in case our fears should be found to be correct. The 
captain gave it as his decided opinion, that it would be worse 
than useless for us to make any resistance j for though ours was 
a good-sized barque, and we had a full complement of men on 
board, besides the passengers, yet we had no guns connected 
with the ship, and scarcely any fire-arms or other weapons of 
any description, except a sword and one or two pistols in the 
captain's cabin, belonging to himself. We therefore resolved to 
muster all hands on deck, and called . up the watch from below, 
in order to exhibit our strength j and having a rough sailor's 
jacket, which I had purchased for sea-voyages, I put this on, 
and, with a spy-glass under my arIn, took my stand or walked 
the deck with the captain and mates. Mr. Swallow did the 
same j and we thus pr~sented a tolerable appearance as to what 
we hoped would be considered officers and crew. Our young 
passenger was dreadfully alarmed and excited, could not eat his 
dinner, and, having some hard cash by him, he went and hid his 
money j adding, he was resolved they should not have that, even 
if they killed him. · 

It must be confessed that our situation at this juncture 
was one of painful anxiety. The two missionaries all board 
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had not forgotten « the throne of grace:" it was « a time of 
need," and they laid the precious promises before their 
unchangeable and Almighty Lord, and as calmly as possible 
awaited the result. But whether the Spanish barque which 
was now within one mile of us was a friend or .a foe, we knew 
not, though we had reason to fear the latter was the case: 
every moment was precious, and eyery succeeding moment we 
expected a shot, which would decide the point. She now 
approached very near to us; and, supposing (or hoping rather) 
that she only wished to speak to us, our captain elOSIt hauled 
our ship, so as to afford an opportunity of inquiring our longi­
tude, if that was the object of such close quarters. But 
not a word was uttered, though quite near enough to speak; 
and after eyeing us with their spy-glasses most minutely, they 
at length bore away a few yards from our stern; and we were 
glad to turn our backs upon them, and moved on in our course. 
It was the opinion of our captain and his officers that this 
was a vessel of piratical character; for such strange conduct he 
had never witnessed before; and he attributed our not being 
molested to the size of our barque, and the number of people we 
had on board; but intimated that it was probable she might 
return when the sun went down, and fall upon us during the 
night. This, however, was happily not the case. We were at 
the time in the latitude of the Madeiras, and almost west of the 
Azores, and for a week did not make much progress, owing to 
calms and baffling winds. These are tedious; a terrific storm is 
perhaps worse; the prospect of shipwreck, in the midst of the 
Atlantic, or on a lee-shore, worse still; but W01'st of all the 
« perils of the sea," is that of being boarded by a PI RATE! 

On the 25th we were passing between the islands; Fayal and 
Pico being on our lee-beam, the peak of the latter was seen 
above the clouds, and looked majestic. July commenced with 
a splendid breeze, and our gallant barque showed her sailing 
qualities in fine style, going at nine, ten, and ten and a half 
knots an hour. On the 3d of this month we were in soundings 
fifty-six fathoms deep; three days after we landed· at Havre-de­
Grace in France, where we were detained a day or two; we then 
embarked on board the steamer" Sphinx" for London, which 
we reached on the lOth, thankful tOo God for all his mercies. 
On Saturday, 15th, the author once more arrived at Smethwick; 
and, as may be well supposed, under peculiar circumstances and 
emotions. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE GOLD-COAST, GAMBIA, AND SlERRA.LEONE. 

(1843- 1850.) 

THE Sheffield Conference-Departure of Mr. and Mrs. Dove, with Mr. and Mrs. 
Badger, for Sierra-Leone; and of Mr. and Mrs. Annear, with Mr. Timothy T. 
Greaves, and Mr. John Martin, for the Gold-Coast-Death of M,. S)'mons at 
the Gambia, of Mrs. Badger at Sierra· Leone, and of Mr. Watkins at the Gold­
Coast-The Arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Brooking at Cape-Coast.Castle-Letter 
from Mr. George Chapman at Coomassie-Mr. and Mrs. Quick's Return t(} 
England-Death of Mr. Greave. at British Akrah-The Gambia Mission­
Mr. Benjamin Chapman's Arrival there-Mr. Freeman in England, with rus 
Defence of himself and the Mission-His Departure for the Coast with Mr. 
Wharton, a West Inman-Return of Mr. George Chapman-Departure of ' 
Messrs. Raston, Wayte, and Griffiths for Sierra-Leone-Mr. Amos's Retw;n. 
to England- Mr. and Mrs. Parsonson's Arrival at the Gambia- Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen, "ith Messrs. Findlay and Admson, sail for the Gold-Coast-Reiurn of 
Mr. Brooking- Death of Mrs. Raston and of Mr. Wayte at Sierra-Leone, of Mr. 
Findlay at the Gold-Coast, and of Mr. Lynn the Schoolmaster at the Gambia­
Return to this Conntry of Mr. and Mrs. Annear and of Mr. and Mrs. Dove­
Departure for, and Arrival at, Sierra-Leone of M1. and Mrs. Wrench, with MJ~ 
Lewis-Messrs. John Thomas, Harrop, and Hillard safely arrive at the GOld­
Coast-Death of Mrs. Godman- Return of Mr. and Mrs. Wrench, Mrs. Par­
sons on, and Mr. David Gritliths-Mr. Raston's third Embarkation for Western 
Africa, accompanied by Mrs. Raston and Messrs. ~ichard Hart and Pruslow­
Arrival of Messrs. Meadows and Lean at the Gambia- Return to England of 
iVIr. and Mrs. Allen and Mr. Martin-Death &f Mr. Lean at the Ga.mbia- And 
of Mr. Purslow at Sierra-Leone-Mr. Badger and the Gambia Mission­
Death of the benevolent Dr. Lindoe-Arrival of Mr. Garry at Sierra-Leone­
And of Mr. Frederick Hart at the Gold-Coast-Return to England of Messrs. 
Addison, Thomas, Harrop, and Hillard-Extracts from the annual Report, 
with the Statistics of the Stations- Present Extent of the Society's Operations 
on the Western Coast of Africa. 

HAVING traced the rise and progress of t.bese missions from 
the commencement up to and heyond the period when they 
became three separate districts, under the head of which were 
several " central or principal stations called circuits," each hav­
ing connected with it an European missionary or native teacher, 
with a num bel' of preaching-places; and having at different 
stages of the narrative given the statistics, with the number of 
agents employed, embraci~1g th e number of members in the 
Society, with the scholars in the schools, &c. ; our task in 
sketching the history of these missions for the few subsequent 
years will be comparati"ely short and easy. 
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. It will be seen, from the close of the preceding chapter, thrut 
the writer and his colleague, Mr. Swallow, arrived in England 
only a week or two previous to the annual Methodist Confer­
ence, which was that year held in the town of Sheffield. We 
attended its sittings, and both of us received appointments to 
English circuits. 

The departure of Messrs. Dove and Badger for their former 
sphere oflabour was mentioned by the committee in their Report. 
'1'he brethren on this occasion were both married, and the whole 
party arrived safely at Sierra-Leone on the 21st of July, 1843. 

About the I)liddle of October, Mr. and Mrs. Anneal', with 
Mr. Timothy T. Greaves and Mr. John Martin, embarked on 
board the « Robert Reddle," for the Gold-Coast, which place 
they reached on the 12th of December. Mr. Anneal' had spent 
nearly a year and a half at Siena-Leone, from which he was 
obliged to return to England for a change of air j and, after 
remaining in this country a few months, most readily re­
embarked for the Gold-Coast. 

The rains of that year passed away without any death in the 
mission families j but it is our painful duty to record three 
removals from earth to heaven, which took place soon after, 
though at the best season of the year. These were Mr. 
Symons at the Gambia, Mrs. Badger at Sierra-Leone, and Mr. 
Watkins at the Gold-Coast. 

SAMUEL SnWNs was born in London in the month of April, 
1814 j and when about eleven years of age he removed with his 
parents to Cornwall, and was afterwards apprenticed to a draper 
at Penzance. At the expiration of his apprenticeslaip, he 
returned to the metropolis, and subsequently resided at Exeter, 
where, in the year 1835, he became truly converted to God. A 
sermon preached by the Rev. Walter Lawry was the means, 
under the Divine Spirit, which led to this happy change. 
Three years after this, he returned to Penzance, having now 
Gommenccd calling sinners to repentance j a work in which he 
took great delight. In order to his being acceptable and suc­
cessful, he devoted a considerable portion of time to study and 
mental improvement, believing that he was called of God to be 
a minister of the word of life. After the usual examinations, 
he was proposed to and accepted by the Conference of 1841; 
and in the autumn of that year was sent by the Missionary 
Committee to the Gambia. Ris heart had been set on Western 
Africa, aml he preferred this appointment "above all other 
places." rrhc writer had the pleasure of meetulg him on his 
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arrival at St. Mary's, in th~ month of December of that year, 
and was subsequently an eye-witness to his studious habits, 
fervent piety, and indefatigable zeal in spreading the Saviour's 
nal;lle, in building up God's people, and leading penitent sinners 
to Christ. Mr. Symons took great interest in the new mission 
at Ngabantang, on tbe continent, a little below Macarthy's 
Island; and in promoting the object of the Institution at the 
lattf~r station, he took several journeys. 

Some time after his arrival at the Gambia, he had charge of 
this important branch of the Society's operations; and his judi­
cious conduct and management of the royal pupils, who were 
placed under his care, were alike creditable to himself, advan­
tageous to them, and gratifying to his brethren. 

An interesting letter from this devoted missionary, dated 
April, 1843, a.ppeared in the "Quarterly Papers" for Septem­
ber in that year, giving an account of the convel'sion of a 
Mohammedan to the faith of Christ, with some further par­
ticulars of the mission, and asking for more help to meet the 
urgent claims of Macarthy's Island. In the month of June he 
again wrote to the Missionary Committee from the same place; 
and refers to "the new mission at N gabantang," quoting a letter 
from Pierre Sallah, one of the native teachers, who was stationed 
there, with som,e encouraging account of the spirit of h,mring 
among the inhabitants of that locality; and adding, "I think, 
from the foregoing letter, that Pierre is labouring among a 
people prepared of the Lord, and that we should be criminal 
were we to neglect them." 

During the rains, MI'. Symons had several attacks of fever, 
which. greatly prostrated his strength; and though he took a 
short journey in the government-steamer which, on the 29th of 
November, left' Macarthy's Island for the upper river, yet he 
returned rather worse than better. But in all his letters to his 
friends in England, he expressed himself as being happy in 
God, and deligbted with his work as a missionary. In one, refer­
ring to heaven, he says," How hruppy have I been when anticipat­
ing the meeting with my dear friends there, and for ever rest­
ing from my labours 1 And how has my soul been enkindled, 
when I have thought that I may throughout eternity see some 
poor Africans raised thither through God's blessing on my 
labours I" 

The last entry in his journal is dated" January 7th, 1844," 
and is as follows: "Since I last wrote, I have had another 
attack of sickness. I was taken ill on the 30th ult., and am 
now nearly recovered. Praise the Lord! At the watchnight 
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service one woman was converted; another, on Friday; to· day, 
one who had lost her confidence was restored. May the Lord 
carryon his work! God, of his mercy, has preserved me 
through another year. How numerous have been the mercies 
I have received, the privileges I have enjoyed; but yet how 
cold is my heart! 0, my ingra~itude! I am an astonishment 
to myself, that I can receive so many benefits from God, and 
be so insensible. 0 Lord, fill my heart with thy love, then I 
shall feel my obligation, and love thee in return!" He 
acknowledged that "he had many privations and many trials; 
but he would not leave his beloved charge," he said, "if any 
one would guarantee him a thousand a year to live in England, 
dear as his home and friends were to him." 

But his days of usefulness and labour here below were now 
" numbered." On Sunday, the 14th of January, he preached 
in the forenoon, with great liberty and feeling, and much longer 
than usual; so that Mr. Parsonson had finished at Fattota, and 
returned to George-Town just as he had concluded. He after­
wards said to his colleague, "I scarcely knew when to give 
over." On Monday evening he met his class, as usual; and, as 
two of the members had died but a few days previous, he dwelt 
on the nearness of death, and the necessity of being fully pre­
pared for it. The Tuesday was occupied in closing his accounts 
for the quarter . On Wednesday he was poorly, and eady retired 
to rest . Mr. Godman arrived from St. Mary's that evening, 
bringing some letters for him from his friends in E ngland, which 
afforded him great pleasure. On Thursday morning he pro­
ceeded with his accounts, and had engaged a passage in a ' 
vessel for St. Mary's, for the benefit of the sea-breeze; but 
early in the forenoon he was seized with a severe fit of ague, 
with other unfavourable symptoms. Medical aid was immedi­
ately called in; but it was of no avail. The disease now 
assumed the type of the yellow fever ; and on the Friday he 
was apprehensive of its fatal effects, On that day, addressing 
the doctor, he said, "Now, doctor, what rIo you think of me? 
Do not deceive me, nor be afraid of telling me the truth ; for 
I am not afraid of dying." He several times requested his 
brethren to pray with him, when the Divine presence was 
graciously vouchsafed in a remarkable manner. On one of 
these occasions his own servant was quite overwhelmed, and 
sobbed aloud. During the day his language was that of prayer 
and praise. "My blessed Jesus," he exclaimed, "is about to take 
unworthy me to heaven!)) Soon after this he quoted the well­
known lines of Pope,-
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" Lend, lend your wings,-I mount! I fl y t 
o grave, where is thy victory? 

o deatb, wbere is thy sting'" 

lIis brethren were surprised at hearing this, from one enfeebled 
in body ; but still more so at the manner in which he uttered 
the two following lines ;-

" Cease, fond nat.ure, cease thy strife, 
And let me languish into life!" 

He desired his colleague, Mr. Parsonson, to write to his parents 
and friends, and" to give his dying love to them, and to say 
that he did not regret coming to W estern Africa." H e died 
in the full triumph of faith, at Macartby's I sland, a little before 
seven o' clock on Saturday morniBg, January 20th, 18<14, in the 
third year of his probation, and in the thirtieth year of his age. 

MRS. BADGER expired at Hastings, in the colony of Sierra­
Leone, on the 28th of January, 1844. This excellent woman 
manifested from childhood great seriousness of disposition, and 
at a very early age was regularly conducted to a W esleyan 
chapel hy her pious mother, who endeavoured to "train her up 
in the way she should go." But it was not until she was about 
nineteen years of age that she obtained a clear sense of God's 
favour in the forgiveness of sins. Her life then became a life of 
faith in the Son of God, and of prompt obedience to the Divine 
commands. Her concern for the salvation of others was 
conspicuous, and she availed herself of every opportunity of 

' doing good; but while her heart embracerl the whole world, 
those members of her own family who as yet were living in sin, 
were the objects of. her special solicitude and regard. After 
her marriage to Mr. Badger, and before her embarkation for 
Sierra-L eone, she felt much in the prospect of separating from 
those whom she dearly loved; but the grace of God was 
sufficient; and hence she wrote, "From a sense of duty, I am 
willing to leave all my dearest friends; and I go to a foreign 
land, feeling assured that the Lord will go with us." The 
mission-band of whom she formed a part, arrived at their 
destination in the midst of the rainy season; and soon after 
their arrival, lV11-s, Badger was seized with the country fever; but 
she passed through this very favourably, and shortly after she 
accompanied Mr. Badger to Hastings, whioh was his appointed 
sphere of labour;. and here she proved a true help-meet to her 
husband, aiding him in his "work of faith and labour of love," 
both by her prayers and exertions. On Janua]'y 2.J,th, she 
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gave birth to a daughter, aud up to the day of her death 
appeared to be doing well. At nine o'clock on the 28th of the 
same month, Mr. Badger, after prayer, took an affectionate 
leave of her, for an absence of only a few hours, to hold a reli­
gious service at Wellington; and while there, a messenger 
arrivcd to inform him of her sudden illness. He hastened 
home; but, before his arrival, she had" fallen asleep" in Jesus. 
In the severest trial of nature, she calmly reposed on G0d; and 
her consolations were many. She died in great peace, aged 
thirty years, ·after a residence in Africa of six months and seven 
days. 

BENJAMIN WATKINS, after labouring ,vith diligence and 
success on the Gold-Coast for about twelve months, died at 
British Akra, in that district, in great peace, on the 7th of 
February, 184.4, in the twenty-seventh year of his age. He 
was a young roan whose talents and general fitness for the 
missionary work gave much promise of usefulness; and during 
his residence in Africa he had won the esteem and affection of 
all his brethren, as well as of the societies to whom he preached 
" the word of life." Soon after the death of his beloved wife, 
which, it may be recollected, took place a few weeks after they 
landed at Cape-Coast, he left that station, to take charge of the 
circuit and Institut.ion at Akrah, where he continued till the 
following December, when he returned to Cape-Coast to attend 
the annual district-meeting. Here he was seized with an illness 
which shattered his whole frame, and his immediate return to 
Europe was urged as the only means of saving his life. Prepa­
rations were made for his embarkation, and he proceeded to 
British Aha, in order to join the barque" Robert Heddle;" 
but before the vessel was ready to sail for England, he had a 
relapse which terminated his earthly career on the date we have 
mentioned; and he was interred in the fort-yard the same day. 

The Annual Report for that year contains interesting details 
of the state of the missions at each of the stations on the Coast, 
notwithstanding the frequent deaths which took place, and the 
unavoidable absence of others, on account of ill health. Mr. 
Brooking had returned to England, during the preceding year, 
for a change, having been on the Coast upwards of three years: 
but he sailed again for Western Africa, accompanied by Mrs. 
Brooking; and they landed at Cape-Coast on the 20th of 
March, 1844. Mr. George Chapman had, in the meantime, 
occupied the important station at Coomassie, the capital of 

\ 
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Ashantee; and in addition t@ the Annual Report, which con­
t ains some interesting and thrilling facts from the mi.ssionary at 
this place, the following letter, published in the "Missionary 
N~tices)) soon after, is so interesting, that we must beg the 
reader's attention to it :-

DESTRUCTION OF A FETISH. VISIT TO THE Q.UEEN. 

KI NGDOM OF ASHAN.TI.-Ex tracl of a Letter from the Re'O. George Chapman, 
dated Kurnasi, March 24th, 1844 . 

WITH feelings of deep aud lively gratitude 1 write you, thankful that, in a land 
where so many are suddenly called to their great reward, my own health has been 
mercifully preserved. I regard it as no small mercy, tbat, during the past five 
months, I have not bad a day's sickness, nor have been hindered, from this cause, 
in the discharge of my duty. To God be all the praise! 

Our prospects still continue such as to warrant the expectation, tbat, at a period 
not distant, the efforts made for the conversion of the Asbantis will he crowned 
with great success. This, however, will not he the case witbout milch opposition 
on the part of some, and patient, prudent perseverance on the part of those whose 
duty it may be to lahour in Kumasi. 

Our congregations continue to increase j on tbe sabbath afternoon especially, 
many attend to hear the word of life. The attent·ion "ith which they listen is 
truly encouraging j while, on some occasions, the tearful eye gives evidence that, in 
a greater or less degree, the heart is made to feel the mighty influence of the ever· 
blessed gospel. Iu addition to those I mentioned in my last, a respectable chief 
(Adu Osai) has begun to meet in class . He attends with great regularity the 
means of grace, and is, I trust, sincerely and humbly seeking salvation. The two 
young men to whom I referred, still give pleasing evidence of a strong desire to 
know more fully those great trubbs by which they may be saved. The sincerity of 
one of them was manifested a few days ago, in his committing to tbe flames his 
fetish,-that fetish in which he from his childhood had trusted. This was done 
under circumstances of some interest. The companions of the youth, bearing what 
was about to take place, assembled to witness the destruction of the first fetish 
destroyed in Kumasi from conscientious motives. Every thing being in readiness, 
two or three large drums were brought out; and as the god hung suspended over the 
waiting flames, one of the part.y, in imitation of the signal given by t.he king's death· 
drum, struck his drum to the well-known sound, " Cut him down! cut him down ! 
cut hi.m dO\\TU !" The flames instantly received the long-adored image; while, at the 
moment of its fall, another drum answered the first, and loudly responded, "Down!" 
So perish all the false gods of Ashanti ! This, I believe, is the first instance of the 
kind which has taken place in Ashanti, and augurs well for him who has given so 
noble an example. 

In addition to the few who have joined themselves with us, many respectable 
and inflnential persons in the town entertain the conviction that Christianity will 
effectually accomplish its great design; and eventually, swmounting all opposition, 
become the religion of the land. Again and again have I heard this opinion 
expressed. But a few days ago, at the close of a custom held at Bantama, a 
respectable old chief called upon me. He stated, in confidence, that, while at 
Bantama, much had been said by the king and others respecting the object of the 
mission j and that, after much conversation on this subject, they gave it as their 
decided opinion that onf mot,ive and object. are really good, and that. it will be to 
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their interest and bel)efit to give us every encouragement. The old man continued, 
"Much more was said; but I may not tell you now. Wait a little, and do not 
be discouraged. I am old and grey-headed; but I hope to live to see you 
successful." 

During the past month, I have visited Jabin , my object being to preach the gos­
pel there also. Previous to leaving Kumasi, the king sent a messenger, to inform 
Sarvi, the queen, that I was about to visit her. Tbe venerable old lady was much 
pleased to find tbat herself and her people were not forgotten by us. As a proof of 
good-will and friendly feeling, she assembled all her people, to the number of from 
nine to twelve tbousand, and insisted upon giving me a public reception. On the 
morning after my arrival I called upon the queen, for the purpose of stating the 
object of my visit, and also to request permission to preach to her people. Tbis 
was readily granted; and at three P.M. I preached beneath the branches of a beau­
tiful banyan, to about fourteen hundred persons, most of whom listened with deep 
attention to the great truths of the gospeL On the day but one following, I again 
preached in the same place, and again on the morning and afternoon of tbe sabbath. 
On each occasion there were from six to eight, hnndred persons present. My 
intention being to leave J abin for Kumasi early on tbe Monday morning, I had at 
the close of the sabbath-afternoon service just announced tbis to the people, when 
a messenger arrived from Sarvi, stating that Sarvi greatly regretted her inability to 
attend tbe services held during the past few days; but that if I would consent to 
remain until the fol1o"~ng day, she with her attendants and chiefs would assemble 
to hear the word of the great God. Tbough anxious to ret.urn to Kumasi, I could 
not but comply with such a request, and accordingly remained the day following, 
on the afternoon of which I preached from Rom. v. 6-8, "For when ye were yet 
without strength," &c., to a large and attentive congregation. The questions pro­
posed by many were such as plainly evinced that they not only heard the word, but 
that a desire had been created in them more fully to understand its saving power. 
During my stay here, I experienced every kindness, not a day passing without an 
abundant supply of food, &c., being sent in for myself and people. 

Upon leaving the town, the people urgently requested a speedy revisit. "The 
word you speak to us i.s good; let us hear it again," was the argument used by 
them. "We have not heard these things before; we believe you speak the truth, 
and we wish for instruction. Come to us again j but come soon!" These and 
many similar expressions feU from tbe lips of these poor benighted people. Never 
did I feel more fully resolved" to spend and be spent" for those who as yet know 
not the Saviour; but, amidst tens of thousands, may it not be said, "What am I 
among so many? 1J 

Jabin is not the only important town near Kumasi to which we may now carry 
the message of mercy. A general desire prevails among the people all around to 
be >isited by a missionary. When this can be accomplished, mighty results must 
follow. In the capital, a strong restraint is felt by all who desire to forsake the ' 
customs of their forefathers. This would not be the case in any of the provincial 
towns,-a far greater degree of liberty being experienced at a distance from the 
seat of government. When the time shall come (and the Almighty grant it may 
not be far distant!) when two missionaries shall be employed in Kumasi, a wide 
and important field may be cultivated. Within a day's joUrney, or even less, are 
many large and populous towns, to most of which we might, even now, have access, 
and where the gospel might be preached witbout the least opposition. To some of 
these I have been often invited; but such has been the nature of my duties in 
Kumasi, tbat though I would most gladly have visited. these places, where unbroken 
darkness reigns, I have not been able to do so; and the people, while asking, 

\ 
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"What is it the missionary teaches?" are le{t to perish for lack of Imow1edge. 
0, land of my birth, Christian England! shnU t hese things continlle? 

The 'statements made respecting the greater healthiness ·of the climate, as we 
penetrate further into the interior, are certainly fOlmded on truth. This is Dot only 
the 'opinion of Europeans who have occasionally journeyed to some distance from 
the Coast, hnt the natives themselves unifonnly acknowleage the same thing. It 
is comnaDn even for the Ashantis to complain of the sickness to which they are 
subject when visiting the Coast; but the coutrary is the case wheu they journey 
inland. This, to every friend of missions, cannot but be a cbeering fact, as war­
rauting the h"pe, that, in the prosecution of the great work of Africa's salvation, 
there will not be that fearful sacrifice of life which the hrief but sad history of 
missions on the Coast presents. I may be permitted to refer to my own. case in 
confirmation of the above. I left a bed of sickness to commence Illy journey here; 
for near fourteen weeks I had not been able to preach more than once; and such 
was the state of extreme wealruess to which I was redliCed, that during the first 
two days of my j{)urney I was unable to walk even a few steps to relieve my 
llammock-men. I had occasional sickness during the first two months after my 
arrival at Kumasi j but this was not matter of surprise, considering circumstances. 
The rains feU almost daily with great violence; and such was the unfinished state 
of the mission-house at that time, that, more thau ouce, wbile stretched upou a 
s ick bed, I was compeUed t-o protect myself by my umbrella. But, under circum­
stances certainly Dot favourable, my strength returned j and, during the past five 
months, 1 have enjoyed as good healt h, or nearly so, as that with which I was 
favoured when in England. 

I long to see the saving power of God more fully displayed am-ong this people. 
There is "the promise of a shower." A read,y assent is given to tbe truths of the 
gospel; 'but this is not oufficient whell eternal life depends upon the reception of 
Jesus Christ as the -only Savionr. * 

The same Number of the" Notices" will furnish the reader 
with other important information of the progress of the missions 
in this district, and in the subsequent N um ber there is an inter­
esting communication from Mr. Dove at Sierra-Leone. On 
the 1st of May, 1\11'. and Mrs. Quick, through ill health, were 
compelled to quit their useful labours in that colony, and 
;returned to England. They arrived at Plymouth, July 4th. 

In the month of June Mr. Freeman, who had been « in 
labours more ab undant," again left the Gold-Coast, on a tem­
porary visit to England ; and in a few weeks after his depar­
ture the mission sustaiued another loss in the death of Mr. 
Greaves at British Akrah. 

TIMOTHY T. GREAVES WUS 11 young man of sincere piety, 
and ardent zeal for the glory of God, and the extension of the 
kingdom of Christ. He came out from Birmingham, and, for 
some months previous to the Conference cf 1843, was usefully 
e mployed in the West Bromwich circuit, as a partial supply for 

. * "Missiouary Notices," vol. x. Pl'. 605-607. 
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one of the ministers, whose health had failed. At the Sheffield 
Conference he was appointed to Sierra-Leone j but "it was 
afterwards changed for the Gold-Coast j at which place he 
arrived, in company with Mr. and Mrs. Anneal', and Mr. John 
Martin, on the 12th of December of the same year. About the 
middle of the following February he left Cape-Coast for British 
Akrah, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of 
Mr. Watkins. From that station he wrote an interesting 
letter to the Committee, bearing the date of the 10th of NIay, 
which was published in the (( Missionary Notices." That letter 
breathes the spirit of an affectionate, zealous, and successful 
missionary of the cross. But in the midst of the (( harvest," 
this young reaper was called away j and he died in great peace 
on the 14th of July, 1844, in the first year of his probation. 

The Gambia mission, and particularly the station at Macar­
thy's Island, had sustained a great loss in the death of Mr. 
Symons, and Mr. Parsonson was frequently laid aside from his 
active labours during the sickly season of this year. Both he 
aud Mr. Godman, however, were preserved in tolerable health j 
anll the day-school at St. Mary's, under the excellent manage­
ment of Mr. Lynn, was rapidly rising in importance. The 
brethren having affectionately and earnestly appealed for more 
help, on the 10th of February, 1845, Mr. Benjamin Chapman 
sailed for the Gambia, and he landed at St. Mary's on the 19th 
of the following month. About this time Mr. Parsonson at the 
Gambia, Mr. Raston at Sierra-Leone, and Mr. Allen at the 
Gold-Coast, returned to England, fpr a temporary change. 

Mr. Thomas B. Freeman, whose departure from the Gold­
Coast we have recently mentioned, remained in England till the 
month of May j and during a part of' his stay here, he was 
called upon to defend himself and the mission from one of the 
most unfounded and bitter attacks (considering the quarter 
from whence it came) that was ever invented. The full parti­
culars of this painful and vexatious affair the reader may find 
in the December "Notices" for the year ending 1844. It will 
be sufficient here to say, that Mr. Freeman came out of this 
trial" more than conqueror j" and that it had the effect of raising 
him and the mission still higher in the estimation of the friends 
of missions in general, and also of obtaining some additional 
supporters to the same hallowed cause. 

Ou Mr. Freemau's return to the Gold-Coast, he was accom­
panied by Mr. Henry Wharton, a man of colour, a native of 
Grenada in the "W cst Iudies, and himself the fruit of missionary 

y p 
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labour. Having been employed in those Islands as a Wesleyan 
missionary for two or three years, he offered himself to the 
committee in London, to go to Africa j and for that purpose 
he came to England, and was solemnly ordained to the work 
and office of the Christian ministry in the City-road chapel, on 
the 15th of May, when he and Mr. Freeman were publicly 
commended to the providence and grace of God. 

Two days after, they proceeded to the Isle of Wight, to 
embark for Cape-Coast Castle j and, being favoured with a very 
quick and pleasant passage, they reacbed their destination in 
good health and spirits on tbe 23d of June. All the brethren 
who were then in the district were reported to be in tolerable 
health, with the exception of Mr. George Chapman, who was 
compelled in the early part of August to embark for England, 
hopiug again to return to his interesting sphere of labour. 
But he was unable to do so; and after spending some time in 
England,. and subsequently in France, he sailed for Southern 
Africa, wbere he is still labouring. Mr. Wharton was after­
wards appointed to the important station of Coomassie, in 
Ashantee. . 

On the 27th of October, Messrs. Raston, Wayte, and Griffiths 
embarked at Gravesend for Sierra-Leone by the" Dale Park." 
Mr. Raston bad spent upwards of three years at that interesting 
aud important station, and on bis voyage to England was mer­
oifully preserved from a watery grave, tbe vessel in wbicb he 
was journeying home baving been run foul of by some unknown 
ship, when they were about one bundred and twenty miles off 
Cape Clear. Thougb tbe "Ceres" (tbe vessel in which Mr. 
Raston had embarked) W!jS dreadfully sbattered, they managed 
to reacb Cove-Harbour, in Ireland, where they anchored in 
safety, thougb the other vessel, it was feared, had gone down. 

The two brethren who accompanied Mr. Raston to Sierra­
Leone had been i11l. tbe Theological Institution at RichmoQ.d, 
hut nobly offered themselves for tbis part of the mission-field,' 
and at a few days' notice cheerfully embarked with bim. Mr. 
Raston was now married; he was therefore accompanied by 
Mrs. Raston and Mrs. Gordon, who afterwards became Mrs. 
Badger; and the whole mission-party landed at Sierra-Leone 
on the 1st of December, 1845. Mr. Amos had in tbe mean­
time sailed from this colony for England, and bas since been 
employed as one of tbe society's agents in tbe Friendly Islands. 
Mr. Parsonson, from the Gambia, who had been in England 
a few months during this year, embarked with Mrs. Parsonson, 
on the 12th of November, on board the" Sam Slick," for his 
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former scene of labour; and they landed at St. Mary's on the 
15th of December. . 

A few days previous to their embarkation, another little band 
of missionaries were preparing to sail for Western Africa. 
These were Mr. and Mrs. Allen, with Messrs. George Findlay 
and Edward Addison. They proceeded from London to Bristol, 
where the writer had the pleasure of their company for a short 
time, and they finally sailed from Newport in Monmouthshire, 
on the 10th of November, and landed at the 'Gold-Coast on the 
30th of the following month. This was Mr. Allen's second 
embarkation for Western Mrica, he having already laboured 
there more than three years. Mrs. Brooking, also, who had 
been compelled to leave the Coast on account of ill health, after 
a fe", months' residence there, formed one of the party; but, 
unfortunately, her husband bad left tbe Coast from the same 
cause, only a few days before they landed; so that the husband 
and wife missed each other on the passage. Mr. Brooking 
continued very unwell for some length of time after his 
arrival in England; but was subsequently appointed to North 
America. 

We have now to turn from these departures and arrivals, 
with the frequent returns to England on account of the failure 
of health, to the melancholy subject of death; and that not 
of old residents who had worn themselves out in tbis field 
of labour and toil, but of newly-imported missionaries. It is 
painful to state, that three of the society's agents, whose arrival 
in Africa we bave just chronicled, were called bence to be no 
II)ore seen in less than three months after they landed in Africa. 
These were Mrs. Raston, Mr. Wayte, and Mr. Findlay: the 
latter died on tbe Gold-Coast; and the two former at Sie1'1'a­
Leone. 

MRS. RASTON'S maiden name was Padley j and she was born. 
in tbe year 1815, in the neighbourhood of Retford, in the 
county of N ottingbam. Being favoured with pious parents, 
she was instructed in the ways o£ the Lord frOID her earliest 
days . But it was not till she had finished her education, and 
returned home from scbool, tbat she became a true disciple of 
the Lord Jesus. This important change took place in her 
native village, Bothamsall, which was at that time visited with 
a gracious outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Many were gathered 
into the fold of Christ; and Miss Padley was amoug the num­
ber of those who were « added to the church," having obtained 
« peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

2 p 2 
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But she was not satisfied with the mere personal enjoyment 
of the rich blessings of gospel grace herself ; the feeling of her 
heart, the language of her tongue, and the tenor of her life, 
was,-

" If all the world my Saviour knew, 
Then all the world would love him too." 

Her desire for the salvation of others was intense: nor was it 
the evanescent display of excited feeling, the offspring of first 
love, so often observable in the early stage of Christian life. 
In her it deepened and widened as sbe pursued her onward 
course: she drank deep at the well-stream of life, and her full 
soul overflowed with love to all around her; and there was no 
department of Christian usefulness into which she did not entel' 
with the fervid feelings of a heart glowing with love to God. 
In addition to her being usefully engaged in the sabbnth­
school, and in the distribution of tracts, her name had long 
been enrolled among those worthies of our land, the missionary 
collectors, to whom the work of God in distant lands owes so 
much; and, though useful in other ways, there was no work in 
which she engaged with so much energy and delight as in this, 
the cause of missions. 

Soon after the Conference of 184.5, she was united in mar­
riage to Mr. Raston; and in a few weeks after they sailed for 
Sierra-Leone. The date of their departure from England, and 
arrival in Africa, has been given in a preceding page; and it 
will be recollected that they were accompanied by Messrs. 
Wayte and Griffiths. From a paper now before me, it appears 
that their voyage was very agreeable and pleasant, with the 
exception of a terrific thunder-storm, which commenced when 
they were off the coast of Portugal, and which continued for 
some days. During the storm, the mainmast was struck with 
the electric fluid, which, passing down the rigging, exploded 
on the deck with the noise as of a cannon. This occurred at 
midnight; and as gunpowder composed a large part of the 
cargo, alarm and consternation sat on every face, lest the light­
ning should penetrate the hold of the ship. But they were 
providentially delivered from a watery grave. One of the young 
brethren forcibly described this scene as follows :- " Friday, 
November 7th. Still the living, the living to praise Gael. The 
brittle thread is not yet snapped. The tempestuous elements 
have not yet shattered the ship, and divided her fragments anel 
inmates among them. We are within the jaws of death; but 
he is not yet permitted to close them. rrhough the ocean is 
almost white as the snow, mountainous as the Alps, and voci-
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ferous as the loudest thunder, the voice of Omnipotence is 
heard at the top of every threatening wave, aud above (the 
voice of many waters,' (Touch not mine anointed, and do my 
prophets no harm.'" That day was dismal beyond description j 
and the dark night came on, when those on board knew not but 
it would be their last. D uring this awful scene, Mrs. Raston 
calmly awaited the issue, and spoke and acted like a true Chris­
tian. The same missionary writes:- « I visited Mr. Raston's cabin 
at eleven A.M. He was lying in his berth, very sick j but Mrs. 
Raston was better, and able to pay him attentions. After we 
had prayed together, and I had read a few passages on the good­
ness of God, which had been a great comfort to my own mind, 
Mrs. Raston observed, 'Au! Mr. Griffiths, these are some of 
the mysterious ways of God. Who can tell what He is about 
to do? Perhaps we have been thinking too much of our 
abilities, sacrifices, or honours j marking out a wide field of 
usefulness in Sierra-Leone, and taking some of the glory to 
our little selves j and now, He may be about to teach us 
humility, and tell us, with the Christian world, in this awfully 
mysterious manner, that He can carryon his work, and bless 
the Heathen, without us. 0, what illotives to be humble will 
these trials supply, should we survive them!' " 

They did" survive them j" for, having" cried unto the Lord 
in their trouble, He brought them out of their distresses. He 
made the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof were still j" 
and in about twenty days after this, « they were glad because he 
brought them unto their desired haven." 

On arriving at Sierra-Leone, Mrs. Raston was delighted with 
the scenery, the place, and the people, and immediately entered 
with zeal and energy into the various duties that then presented 
themselves to her. On the 14th of December she accompanied 
her husband to the chapel at Kroo-Town, when he preached 
from, "I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is 
day: the night cometh, when no man can work." At the close 
of the service she observed, "0 let us do all we can now j let us 
work for God in the day of health and life: we cannot tell how 
soon the night of affliction and death may come on." This was 
the last time that she mingled her devotions in public with the 
people of God on earth. Two days after she complained of 
indisposition, and the usual symptoms of the African fever 
shortly appeared. Her progress, llOwever, was favourable j and 
her friends for some time indulged in the pleasing prospect of 
her speedy restoration to health, particularly as the insalubrity 
of the season had then abated . But these bopes were cut off: the 
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ninth day arrived, and with it came symptoms of a very alarming 
nature. Her friends resorted to every means that medical skill 
could devise, or which kindness could suggest; but they were of 
no avail. The fever had taken its seat deep in the system, and 
refused to be controlled. 

During her affliction, Mrs. Raston's mind was kept in peace, 
calm and serene. Two days before her death, to a friend stand­
ing by, she said, "I am drawing nearer and nearer to my hea­
venly home: I cannot tell what keeps me back." To her hus­
hand she said, "0 live to God; you have a great work t@ do; 
save as many souls as you can." On the same day, in answer 
to the inquiry, if~ to her, death had any terrors, she replied, 
"No: the sting is drawn. There is no darkness. I feel the conso­
lations of religion now. Never was Christ so precious to me." 
On the 26th her strength was greatly reduced; but she con­
tinued in the same delightful state of mind. Some of her last 
words were, "I shall soon see the King in his beauty: I shall see 
all my dear fTiends, and I shall see Jesus." In the evening sh@ 
bade several friends a long farewell; and while Mr. Badger was 
commending the dying saint to God, her happy spirit took its 
fli ght at half-past two o'clock in the moming of the 27th of 
December, 1845. 

JAMES H. WAYTE died at Sierra-Leone, January 16th, 1846. 
The "Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine" for February, 1849, 
contains an in'teresting Memoir of this very excellent mission­
ary, from the pen of the Rev. John D. Geden, assistant classical 
tutor at the Theological Institution, Richmond; to which the 
reader is referred for further particulars. 

Mr. IVayte was born at N ewcastle-under-Lyne, in the county 
of Stafford, in the month of May, 1822; and being blessed with 
parents who feared the Lord, he had the advantages of an early 
religious training. In the seventeenth year of his age he was a 
consistent member of the Wesleyan society in the town of 
Stafford, where he served his apprenticeship; and at that time 
was an active, zealous teacher in the Sunday-school, and evi­
dently growing in the knowledge and love of Christ. Soon after 
this he became an exhorter, and afterwards a local preacher ; 
and now it was that he began to display that holy ardour, and 
that firmness in the cause of God, by which he was afterwards 
distinguished. At this period he had an impression that God 
would one day send him forth as a teacher of the Gentiles; and 
in this he was not mistaken. Having, on account of business, 
removed to Reading in Berkshire, and shortly after to the adja-
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cent town of Newbury, the Great Head of the church opened 
his way, and nnder the kind and judicious direction of the Rev. 
George Jackson, the superintendent of that circuit, he became 
a candidate f0r the ministry, and offered himself for the mission 
work. At the Conference of 1844 he was accepted as s.uch, and 
was appointed to the Richmond Branch of the Theological 
Institution, with a view to his further training for missionary 
labours. The missionary ardour of this young man was seen at 
the usual examination of the candidates for the ministry, which 
takes place in London, before a large committee, a few weeks 
previous to the COlilference. ·On this occasion the candidates 
were fifty-six in number, most of whom expressed their willing­
ness to go to any part of the world, when appointed by the Con­
ference; but when Mr. Wayte was interrogated as to the nature 
of his offer, he replied, « I offer myself for the mission work, 
and should pTefe?' Western Africa to any other part of the mis­
sion field." He remained in the Institution about four teen 
months, during which period he applied himself to his stndies 
with exemplary diligence, and grew at once in wisdom and holi-

. ness. In December, 1844, in a letter to the Rev. George J ack­
son, he wrote, « I trust I am growing in grace, in attachment 
to Methodism, and in love for the souls of men, especially of the 
Heathen. I am exceedingly thankful to my heavenly Father 
for bringing me to this place; and I trust my profiting will 
appear to all!' It did so; for though his yearning over the 
spiritual destitution of unhappy Africa was a remarkable featnre 
in his character, it did Dot exclude from the range of his pity 
and effort his perishing countrymen around him. More than 
one village in the neighbourhood of Riohmond had a day of 
visitation, introduced by his fervent toils; and at one of them, 
having distributed religious tracts, visited and prayed with the 
poor families, preached the gospel in the «highways and hedges," 
he at length procured a house in which the poor could assemble 
unmolested, and hear the truth, and ultimately succeeded in 
furnishing them with the regular ministration of the gospel. 

The peculiar circumstances under which Mr. Wayte embarked 
for Africa deserve to be mentioned. By a reference to the 
Minutes of the Conference for 1845, the reader will finel the 
name of Mr. Joel Bate attached to the Sierra-Leone district: in 
the month of October following his passage was taken for that 
colony; and in another week he was to have sailed; but a sud­
den emergency induced the Missionary Committee to send him 
to the Friendly Isles, to which he consented, and set off imme­
diately. The Sierra-Leone appointment was therefore now 
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vacant; and a substitute was sought with the utmost. dispatch 
from among the missionary students at Richmond. The Rev. 
John Farrar had intimated to the missionary candidates, at an 
early part of the day, that one or more of the general secretaries 
would pay them a visit for that purpose. The time arrived, all 
the missionary students, being about twenty in number, were 
convened, and the subject was introduced in the kindest and 
most judicious manner. The main question, however, was, 
"Who will embark on next Monday morning for Sierra. 
Leone?)) Several were willing, but not quite ready ; the time 
being too short, and their homes too distant, to allow them 
even a day to take leave of their friends. Mr. W ayte pre­
sented himself, was accepted, and appointed; and, having 
executed the whole work of preparation with extraordinary 
speed, was found in less than a week on board the vessel, with 
Mr. Raston and Mr. David Griffiths, the latter also having 
offered himself for the same perilous service; and therefore two 
were seut on this occasion instead of one. 

:1'I1r. Wayte's parents, two of his brothers, and several other 
friends took their affectionate leave of him at Gravesend, on the 
27th of October, the day on which he sailed, which was affect­
ing to all who witnessed it. During the voyage his conduct 
'was such, that all on board were impressed with the depth of 
his piety and devotedness to God; and when the mountains of 
Sierra· Leone first rose before his vision, the joy he manifested 
was almost unbounded . His friend, companion, and cIDlleague, 
Mr. Griffiths, speaking of this, observes, "It was quite in cha· 
raeter with his previous anxiety. He felt that he was for the 
'first time actually looking upon the scene which had often been 
portrayed by his imagination, and fixing his eyes upon the land 
that had IGmg been the residence of his heart." In a letter 
addressed to the Rev. George Jackson, dated December 17th, 
Mr. \Vayte himself writes, "As we approached the land, our 
feelings wel'e oi\'erpowering. We were met upon the vessel by 
Mr. Badger, and on the beach by our . excellent superintend-

. ent, :1'I1r. Dove. We were also greeted by the students," 
(those of the N ati ve Institution,) "aiDd hundreds of our dear 
people thronged our path to the mission-house. I took a cup 
.of tea, and then went to a large chapel, made of tIre timbers of 
slave-vessels, and opened my commissiDn to a congregation of 
seven hundred Africans, who filled the building inside, while 
many had to stand without. What a sight! What emotions! 
I assure you I could scarcely speak." After enumerating the 
servic:es of the previous sabbath, December 14th, he proceeds : 
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"My mind has been variously exercised since I have been here. 
This great work, with all its responsibilities, coming upon me at 
once, drives me to close self-examination. I feel that I need 
much faith, and prayer, and watchfulness. I thank God, I have 
experienced much of my Saviour's presence, and have enjoyed 
the consolations of his Spirit. I have felt more ardour since I 
have been here than ever I did in my native land; and I hope 
to labour long among this pious, devoted people. Weare sur­
rounded by much that is heart-rending. I do feel somewhat 
impatient, because I cannot work as I could wish. Our dear 
friends are anxious we should be prudent, lest we meet with an 
untimely grave." 

Mr. Wayte was intended for the York circuit; but before 
he could proceed to that station, he sickened and died. The 
demise of Mrs. Raston so soon after they landed in Africa, and 
of several others who were suddenly called to the worlc1 of spirits 
about the same time, greatly affected him. On this subject he 
wrote :-" December 27th. Mrs. Raston fell a victim to the 
climate at two o'clock this morning: her remains to be interred 
in two hours. Who next? Pray, pray, pray!" In attending 
the funeral he said to Mr. Griffiths, "Who can tell how soon 
one of us may be accompanied by tIlls vast assembly to our last 
home?" In his journal of the 31st of that month, he again 
referred to the subject of death in general, and to that of Mrs. 
Raston in particular; and then remarks concerning himself: 
"I trust I am ready. I wish to live with eternity in view. I 
have no will but God's. I am the Lord's; in Him do I trust; 
and I know I shall not be confounded." A few days after, he 
wrote: "Each succeeding day I am impressed with the fact, 
that I am surrounded with the realities, labours, responsibili­
ties, and trials (delightful trials!) of a Christian rission in a 
tropical climate; in a colony which has been called, (and proba­
bly with much truth,) 'the white man's'-the missionary's­
'grave.' Will it be rine? My Father's will be done! I 
think I can say, though I feel my own unworthiness, with the 
great missionary of olden times, 'For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.' " 

From the time of his landing in Africa, Mr. Wayte had suf­
fered greatly from violent pains in the head; but no alarming 
symptoms of disease were apparent until January 5th, 1846. 
The best medical skill was immediately procured, and the doc­
tor at once pronounced it to be the country fever; and the 
usual treatment was prescribed. The day following he was 
WOrse, and his mind became possessed with a conviction that his 
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sickness woula terminate in death . « 0, my dear Griffiths," he 
remarked, « what should I now do, if I had not sought and 
found religion ? What would become of me, if I -were without 
God and without hope in the world?" For several days the 
disease appeared to fluctuate; but on the night of the 13th it 
assumed a more virulent form than ever. His friend, Mr. 
Griffiths, who scarcely left his bed-side night or day, had retired 
in the hope of obtaining a little rest . « No sooner, however," 
he writes, « had I laid myself down, than I heard Mr. W ayte 
begin to shout with a loud and rapturous voice. The, next 
moment a messenger desired I would return to his chamber. 
I immediately went to him, and found that Mr. Dove had anti­
cipated me. Before I entered the room, I heard him rejoicing 
that he had now given up aU his friends, his ( dear mother ' not 
excepted; and that he should soon depart and be with Christ, 
which would be far better . On my entering, he instantly put 
out his ever-friendly hand ; and, taking fast hold of mine, he 
said, (0, brother Griffiths, God will soon take me to Himself! 
It will be your privilege to live and labour in Africa; but God 
calls me, and 1 must go. If I wanted to live, it was to be use­
ful; but God has otherwise determined, and I am content. 
We came together to Africa; but we are not going together to 
heaven : it is MY HO NOUR TO GO FIRST!' He added, (0, I 
wish my dearest mother was here, to sing my favourite Vital 
Spark!' He com menced it himself, and his voice seemed as 
strong and as musical as ever; but he could not keep on to the 
end. H e then addressed his nurses and Mr. Dove, who were 
weeping by his side, in most affecting language ; charging them 
to live to God, and meet him in glory. He asked us to pray. 
We knelt down, but for a time could only weep. At length 
Mr. Dove attempted to pray; but he was almost immediately 
interrupted by our brother, who began to invoke the Divine 
blessing upon aU his brethren at Richmond, and continued to 
do so for some minutes. He paused a little, and then said, (0, 
glory be to Jesus! I feared I should depart without a shout 
for my Lord; but He would not allow it, bless His gracious 
name! I have preached Christ in life, though very unfaith­
fully; and I will preach Him in death!' and then exclaimed,-

, I '11 praise my Maker while I've breath; 
And, when my voice is lost in death, 

Praise shall employ my nobler powers: 
My days of praise shall ne'er be past, 
While life, and thought, and being last, 

Or immortality endures!' 
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He then repeated,-

, Happy, if with my latest breath 
I may but gasp His name; 

Preach Him to all, and cry in death, 
Behold, behold the Lamb!' 

Then, elevating his voice yet higher, he added,-

, Mortals cry, A man is dead ! 
Angels sing, A child is born!' 

In this strain he continued for at least two hours. None who 
were present could refrain from the prayer, 'Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his! '" 

During J;Ilost of the two following days he was delirious j and, 
at nine o'clock in the evening of Thursday, 15th, was evidently 
near his end. He revived a little, however, and talked fl"e­
quently in a very rapid manner j sometimes he was preaching, 
and at other times exhorting and praying. He possessed, dur­
ing the greater part of his painful affliction, 

"The soul's calm sunshine, and the heartfelt joy; " 

and his death was more than peaceful, or even triumphant; the 
apostle's langnage, "Death is swallowed up in victory," is per­
haps the most appropriate designation that can be given to it. 
His ear was growing dull to external impressions j but the inte­
rior harmony survived. The world was receding and disappear­
ing, and the visual nerves had lost their sensibility j but the 
inner sense was active ;-

"Heaven open'd on rus eyes j his ears 
With sounds seraphic rang;" 

and at about eleven o'clock on that evening he lifted up both 
his hands, as if greatly astonished, though with closed eyelids, 
and exclaimed, "Beautiful, beautiful! 0 how beautifnl! " 
These were some of the last words he uttered j and at a quarter 
before two he gently breathed his last, in the twenty-fourth 
year of his age, and the first of his ministry. His remains were 
committed to the ground in the afternoon of the same day, 
amidst the tears and lamentations of a multitude of people who 
followed him to his burial. 

GEORGE FINDLAY died on Tuesday, March lOth, 1846, at 
Cape-Coast-Town. He was a native of Scotland, and was a 
young man of amiable temper, sincere piety, and promlsmg 
talents. He was intended for Coomassie, to which important 
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station he had been appointed at the previous Conference. 
But he was attacked with fever in a few weeks after his arrival 
on the Coast. During his illness he was a great sufferer; but 
his ·end was eminently peaceful and calm. The violence of the 
disease, and its prostrating effects upon his constitution, 
deprived him of those hours of quiet and comparative repose 
which often precede dissolution j but he gave abundant 
evidence that his feet were fixed upon the « Rock of Ages," and 
that for him" to die was gain." He was watched over during 
the whole of his illness, which lasted a fortnight, with the most 
tender and assidnous care j and he expired amidst the prayers' 
and affectionate sympathies of his brethren, by whom he was 
greatly beloved. 

Mr. Findlay was the first Scotchman who had been connected 
with the Cape-Coast district; and by his steady and uniform 
piety, and general conduct towards the natives, had secured the 
respect and esteem of all who knew him. He died in the 
twenty-eighth year of his age, and the first of his ministry, after 
a residence in Africa of only two months and ten days. 

During the same month, the Gambia mission was deprived of 
the valuable services of Mr. Lynn, the European schoolmaster 
at St. Mary's, who was removed by death to a better world. 
He had been on the station about three years, and was very 
useful to the mission, as well as in the school. He was a most 
devoted and excellent man. The writer has several letters which 
he received from him, after his own return to England; and 
they all breathe the spirit of genuine and consistent piety, and 
an ardent desire to be useful. In one of his last letters he 
remarks: "With my soul full of love to God and man, I am 
aware that your kind caution is not out of place; nor will I say 
that I do not require a little of it in this sultry clime. But 0, 
what need for lab0ur! How dark, how ignorant, I find the 
minds of the children and the people by whom I am surrounded! 
And shall I not exert my every power to remove those charac­
t eristics? I have, I must confess it, laboured hard, perhaps too 
hard for my constitution; but never too hard for my Master,­
He is so good!" The removal of such an agent was felt to be a 
loss not easily repaired, and was regarded as a public calamity 
by all classes of the inhabitants of that colony. :Mr. Lynn died 
of intestinal hremorrhage, on the 23d of March, 1846, after an 
illness of ten days. His end was peace. 

There were, during the last year, some cheering indications 
of good at Sierra-Leone, notwithstanding the loss by death just 
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mentioned. This will be seen from the following extract from 
the Annual Report for that year ;-

In tbe Free· Town circuit, tbe state of things is generally encomaging, The 
chapel in Bathmst-street is attended by large congregations on the week-day 
evenings wben religious services are beld, as well as on tbe sabbatb-day, In our 
religious society at Portuguese-Towu, tbere are some who bave been steady 
members from an early period of tbe history of tbe society's mission in tbe colony, 
At New-Towu West, where we have upwards of five bundred cburcb-members, 
the chapel is often crowded to excess, whlle hundreds of persons are also 
frequently seen on the outside, listening to tbe word witb great attention, The 
cbapel at Soldier-Town is generally" filled witb d!'vout worsbippers," The same 
may be said of our place of worship, whicb is a good stone building, at Gibraltar­
Town, At Kroo-Town, a large and commodious cbapel, contiguous to am Institu­
tion for traiuing native teachers, bas been recently completed, Great local 
exertions bave been made towards defraying the expense of tbese erections, Tbe 
labours of tbe missionaries bavc been attenrled witb much success at New-Town. 
A few years since the people were in a state of beathenisb ignorance and demo­
ralization ; but many of them have been brougbt emder the saving influence of the 
gospel. At Regent, six of tbe inbabitants have lately presented their idols to tbe 
missionary by whom tbey bave been instructed, requesting bim to tbrow them into 
the neighbouring stream; whlle they have devoted tbemselves to tbe worship and 
service of tbe true and living God, The inbabitants of Murray-Town are Ackns 
and Kakandas, many of wbom also have cast tbeir idols "to the moles and to the 
bats," and are now consistent members of our religQous society, At tbe other 
places in the circuit there are indications of good among tbe people. 

About this time, a misunderstanding unfortunately arose 
between one of the resident missionaries and two of the native 
teachers, at the Gambia; and, several of the members taking 
the side of the latter, the society was kept in an unsettled state 
for some months. 

The operations of this misRion were also seriously interrupted, 
during that ' year and some part of the next, by the return to 
England of Mr. Benjamin Chapman, and subsequently of Mr. 
and Mrs. Godman, on account of ill health; so that Mr. Par­
sonson was for some time the only E nglish missionary left at 
the Gambia. Mr. and Mrs. Davie were sent out as soon as 
possible to his assistance, more especially in the school depart­
ment,-the form er being appointed as catechist, and the latter 
to take part in training the female children attending the 
mission-school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Annear, of the Gold-Coast mission, had also 
been compelled to return to E urope, during the early part of 
the year, and subsequently Mr. and Mrs. Dove from Sierra­
Leone. Mr. Dove had been connected with the West-African 
missions since the year 1833; and though he had spent some 
of that time in England, yet he had been longer on the Coast 
than any other Wesleyan missionary up to this period. 
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On the 1st of November, Mr. and Mrs. Wrench, with Mr. 
John Lewis, embllirked at Gravesend for Sierra-Leone, where 
they arrived in safety on the 7th of the following month; and 
in January, 1847, the Gold-Coast mission received a reinforce­
ment by the arrival of Messrs. John Thomas, John Harrop, and 
Charles Hillard. 

Mrs. Godman, whose return home we have just mentioned, 
shortly after her arrival in this country, sank under the disease 
which had rendered necessary her removal from the Gambia 
mlSSlOn. 1]1 the possession of « peace a,nd joy through believ~ 
jng," she entered into the eternal world on the 9th of March, 
1847. Ml'. Godman, with Messrs. Arinear and Benjamin 
Chapman, sailed, in a few months after, for other parts of the 
Heathen world ; and Mr. Dove, after a short stay in Gibraltar, 
was appointed to an English circuit . 

Mr. and Mrs. W rench, during the summer of that year, 
returned from Sierra-Leone, on account of the delicate state of 
Mrs. Wrench's health ; Ilind 3Jbout the same time, Mrs. Parson­
son, Ilit the Gambia, was compelled by severe aflici.ction to return 
to England. But Mr . Parsonson, being the onJy European mis­
sionaryat that time in the district, cOlild not, consistently with his 
sense of duty, leave his work; and therefore remained till Provi­
dence more fully opened his way to return. Mr. Wrench subse­
quently sailed for the West Indies, where he is now labouring. 

On the 1st of September, Mr. David Griffiths t00k his 
departure from Sierra-Leone for his native land, on aCC0unt of 
illl he3Jlth, having 13Jboured in that colony nearly two yea];s; and 
JyIt .. Raston, who had left Sierra-Leone a few months previously, 
:after a short stay in England, a third time embarked for that 
im]Dortant station. Mr. Raston wail accompanied by Mrs. Ras­
ton, 2d, and by Messrs. Rich3Jrd Hart and Thomas Purslow. 
'They slliiled by the « Dale Park" on the 3d of November, 
.and, after a very pleasant voyage of only five weeks, landed at 
S ierra-Leone on the 8th of December, and were received with 
rolliny manifestatioNs of joyous greeting. A few days after 
these departures, Messrs. George Meadows and Robert Lean 
e mbarked by the « Copy" for the River Gambia; and they 
landed -at St. Mary's on the same day as the other mission-party 
reached Sierra-Leone. 

On the 15th of Jilinuary, 1848, Mr. and Mrs. Allen and John 
M artin were called to leave their interesting spheres of use- ­
fulness at the Gold-Coast, through a failure of their health, 

- more particulilirly that of Mrs. Allen and Mr. Martin . They 
arrived in England on the 2cl of March. Mr. Martin had, for 
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more than four years in succession, laboured at the different 
stations in the district, and had suffered from repeated attacks 
of fever. Mr. Allen had been connected with the mission for 
six years and upwards, and had been twice to Africa. It was 
his intention to have still laboured there j and in a few months 
after his arrival in England, he actually embarked for that pur­
pose j but circumstances having occurred which prevented his 
further services in lilT estern Africa, he has since that period been 
connected with the ministry at home. Mr. John Martin and 
Mr. David Griffiths are also usefully employed as ministers of 
the gospel in their own country. 

We have now to record two lamented deaths which occurred 
in connexion with these missions, during the year of which we 
are speaking. They were, Mr. Lean at the Gambia, and Mr. 
Purslow at Sierra-Leone. 

ROBERT LEAN was called to his eternal home, after a resi­
dence in Africa of only three months and a half. He was a 
native of Cornwall, and was born in the neighbourhood of 
Redruth, in the year 1824. When about eighteen years of age, 
he was converted to God j and about the same time, the perusal 
of Mr. Freeman's Two Visits to the Kingdom of Ashantee was 
made a great blessing to him. Africa was now impressed upon 
his heart j and he believed that God would one day open hi 
way to labour among that degraded and suffering people. 
Having acted for some time in the capacity of a local preacher 
in the Redruth circuit, where he was very useful, and greatly 
beloved, he was proposed as a missionary candidate, and accepted 
as such by the Conference of 1847. He was very desirous of 
enjoying the advantages of the Theological Institution j but 
almost immediately after the Conference, he was sent by the 
president to assist one of the preachers in his own county,. 
whose health had failed j and shortly after this he received a 
call from the Missionary Committee to go to the Gambia: he 
therefore returned to his native place to make preparations for' 
his departure, and tal,e leave of his friends aud (( widowed 
Dlother." One of the ministers on whom he called on this, 
occasion, writes, (( I was struck with his appearance: his coun­
tenance was lit up ,vith delight, and soou his full heart uttered 
itself,-' I am appointed to Western Africa.'" In a conversa­
tion he had with this minister, he said he would much rather 
go to Africa than to any circuit at home, an d that the hand of 
God was in the call. During the few days he was amongst his 
friends, arranging his affairs, he assisted at one or two of the 
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circuit missionary meetings, when the congregations were deeply 
affected at hearing him in the most cheerful and unreserved 
manner present his all on the missionary altar, to live and work, 
or sllfi'er and die, for Him, "to whom his more than all was due." 

His departure and arrival in Africa have already been men­
tioned. From St. Mary's, under date of January 4th, 1848, he 
wrote: "I had a glorious time last Sunday afternoon in our 
little chapel at New-Town: while pleading with God for poor 
Africa, I felt as I scarcely ever did before. On the one hand, I 
was led to contemplate the Eerishing millions by whom I am 
surrounded; and, on the other, the many young men in my 
native country, whose souls are burning with zeal for their sal­
vation, aud yet cannot be sent. I felt the weight of souls laid 
upon me, and wept and struggled with God; and then endea­
voured to explain the first Psalm." Shortly after this, he again 
wrote :-" Last night, on meeting the class, I had an over­
whelming season; my cup was full and running over :msuch was 
my sympathy for souls, the souls of Africa, that my heart was 
melted. 'My head was water, and my eyes a fountain of tears,' 
I would rather be here than any where else in the world. My 
soul grasps Africa, nothing less than the whole of Africa." 
Being appointed by the district-meeting to occupy the station 
at Macarthy's Island, he proceeded thither in February, and 
there commenced his wOl;k under circumstances of much encou­
ragement. But it pleased the Great Head of the church to put 
a speedy termination to his labours. After preaching on Sun­
day, March 11th, he became unwell; the usual symptoms of 
fever soon made their appearance, and in tweJve days termi­
nated h,is mortal career. During the short time [which 1\1[r. 
Lean had spent in the Gambia, he had acquired the love both 
of the people of his charge, and of his missionary brethren. He 
died at Macal'thy's Island in great peace, March 23d, 1848, in 
the twenty-fourth year of his age. 

THOMAS PURSLOW departed this life, "happy in God," at 
Sierra-Leone, ou the 2d of October, 1848. He was the subject 
of the benign and gracious influence of the Spirit at an early 
period of his life. Possessing the advantages of parental example 
and instruction, he was conducted to the house of God, where 
he became impressed with tbose principles and truths which 
marked and adorned his after-Iue. At the age of sixteen he 
obtained a clear sense of God's pardoning love, which be con­
tinued to enjoy to the latest moment of his existence. In the 
year 1839, he came to reside in Birmingham, and was at that 
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time a zealous and useful local preacher. He subsequently 
removed into Yorkshire, and afterwards to the Dunster circuit 
in Somersetshire j from which place he was recommended to the 
Conference as a missionary canrlidate. III the autumn of 1847, 
he embarked, with the mission-party before named, for Sierra­
Leone j where he continued to labour with great zeal aud dili­
gence, with very little interruption, up to a short period before 
his death. By the district-meetiug he was appointed tutor at 
the Educational Institution at KiD g Tom's Point j where, by 
the kindness of his disposition, the fervour of his piety, and his 
unwearied attention to the spiritual and intellectual welfare of 
the students, he soon secured their sincere respect, as well as 
the esteem and confidence of his brethren, and of all who knew 
him. But his career, like that of many of those who had preceded 
him, was short. The rainy season was well-nigh over, and it 
was hoped he would have escaped the usual attacks of fever . 
But on the 22d of September, he was " laid low." On the 
27th, however, the disease had so far yielded to medical skill, 
that there appeared good reason to believe the worst was over, 
and that he would speedily be restored. But in this his friends 
were disappointed j for, on the sabbath following, October 1st, 
there were symptoms so alarming, that the doctor remained 
with him durin g the greater part of the day. The following 
morning he was extremely feeble j yet he conversed freely, and 
often expressed his thankfulness to God for his mercies. N ei­
ther he nor his brethren had any idea that life w?s so fast ebb­
ing out. The delirium under which he had at times suffered 
now passed away, and his mind was composed and happy. 
About ten o'clock he rallied a little, and with peculiar emphasis 
repeated that cheering promise, "My God shall supply all your 
need, according to his riches in glory by CIU'ist J esus." These 
were the last words which escaped from his dying lips. At 
eleven o'clock he became unconscious of those around him j and 
in another hour, while his brethren were commending him to 
God in prayer, his happy spirit, reposing with entire confidence 
upon the merits of the Redeemer, was gently borne away, with­
out a struggle, or a groan, or a sigh, to the paradise of God. 

Mr. Purslow was a man of prayer, and of decided and consist­
ent piety. Ilis style of preaching was plain, earnest, and often 
pathetic. He carried out system and order in every thing, and 
his sermons were marked by clearness of thought aud aptness 
of arrangement. To every duty and engagement he paid the 
most scrupulous attention, and no private or personal considera­
tion kept him from fcllfilling the work which the Lord had 

Q Q 
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given him to do. He had' scarcely been in Africa ten months, 
wben he was thus mysteriously removed by death j but he left a 
savour behind him which will not soon be lost or forgotten. 
He' was thirty years of age when he died j and at his funeral it 
is supposed there were near two thousand persons present, 
among whom were His Excellency the governor, and several 
clergymen and respectable gentlemen of the colony. 

A few weeks before the Conference of 1848, Mr. Badger 
returned from tbe Ceast, where be bad been laboriously 
engaged during his seconu term of service of nearly five years. 
He called at the Gambia on his way to England, baving been 
for the few previous yeal's constituted visiter of that district j and 
he was at the Conference appointed to reside there, as the gene­
ral superintendent of the Gambia missions. Two or three of 
the natives from Sierra-Leone, who were local preachers, had 
accompanied lVIr. Badger to England on business j and having 
remained in this country for some months, they frequently 
preached, and attended several missionary meetings, in different 
parts of the kingdom: thus affording, to the friends of missions 
in England, visible and practical demonstrations of tbe fruit of 
missionary labour and toil, both in a temporal and a spiritual 
point of view. The following short speech, which was delivered 
at the Wesleyan chapel in J ewin-street, in the First London 
circuit, on \iVednesday evening, October 25th, may be intro­
duced bere :-

Mr. Joseph Will, from Siena-Leone, said, it afforded him great pleasure to meet 
with th em, and to have the opportunity of saying something on behalf of that glo­
rious gospel from which he had derived so much benefit. They had been t o1<\ , 
that he was a native of Sierra-Leone; hut that was not his birth-place, for be was 
horn iu the interior of Africa, some hundred miles from the sea-shore. About 
nineteen years ago he "was kidnapped from his parents, and was sold for a slave to 
the Spaniards ; but, after sufferi:lg much, they were met on their way t.o the Ha\rannah 
by an English man-of-war, and, after a hot battle, they were recaptured, and were. 
carried to Sierra.I..J eone, where they were immediately set free. For that they felt 
they were very mnch indebted to tbe Government of England ; and they were also 
indebted to the good people of England, becanse th ey had sent missionaries out to 
them, to tell them of the truth of the gospel, which produced the same effect in 
Africa as it did in England. When he arrived in Sierra-Leone, he was still a Hea­
then; but, about thirteen yC?SS ago, he was invited to go to chapel t.o hear a new 
missionary, whose name was Mr. Crosby; be, however, did not preach, 'Mr. Wise, 
another missionary, preaching in his stead j but he preached the same truth, and he 
(Mr. Will) was convinced, and that Gonviction ended in his conversion. He expe­
rienced, as it were, a start from deat.h to life, from darkness to the light of day;' 
and since that time he had been always among t.hat body of people, and had 
rejoiced with them in the Lord. He harl been an exhorter, a class-leader. and a 
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local preacher among his own countrymen at Sierra-Leone; and he had endea" 
youred to bring others to the same fold. He could tell them that their labour harl 
not been in vain ; for they could look upon such an one as himself, a born Heathen, 
but who, through the instrumentality of the missionary sent to Sierra-Leone, had 
been brought to the knowledge of the truth as it was in J eSU3 j and there ,vere 
hundreds, nay, thousands, besides himself, who had also be'en converted. The 
society altogether numbered more than four thousand members i they had more 
than two hundred leaders, and about fifty local preachers, all uniting their effoli.s 
to pull down the strong-hold of slavery. There were besides a Church mission, a 
Baptist mission, and some few persons connected with Lady Hnntingdon's church: 
but they had no Roman Catholic; and if they went there now, they would he too 
late, as they were all Bible Christians in Sierra-Leone. The sabbath was kept holy 
there; and' they were all trying to do all they could to spread the saving truth of 
the gospel among their fellow-countrymen; and they had reason to rejoice and to 
say, that they lived in a Christian colony. As the time was getting late, he would 
not detain them longer, but conclude by moving the Resolution intrusted to bim, 
referring to the eleetion of officers for the ensuing year. 

In the early part of September of this year, the venerable and 
benevolent Dr. Lindoe, of Clifton, Bristol, (formerly of South­
ampton,) expired in g l'eat peace and (( in a good old age." The 
author, during his residence of three years in that city, had fre­
quent opportunities of seeing this good man and liberal contri­
butor to our missions j and was the medium of conveying to the 
parent Society several handsome donations, as may be seen 
from the (( Missionary Notices j" and he has great pleasu re in 
transcribing into these pages the following docum ent, which 
was published in the December N urn bel' of the "Missionary 
Notices)) of the same year :-

General Committee, September 27 th, 1848. 
A letter containing intelligence of tbe death of Robert Lindoe, Esq., M.D. , of 

Clifton, Bristol, having been brought under tbe notice of the committee, it was 
unanimously resolved,-

"That the committee receive wibh deep feeling tbe mournful intelligeuce of the 
removal of one by whose countenance an d efficient aid they have been encouraged 
and sustained, dW'ing many years, in the prosecution of their missionary plans 
generally, and more especially ill regard to Western Afri ca. Considering the large 
amount of bis donations and sUbscriptions from his own private property and 
income, amI his umvearied endeavours to engage the sympathy and assistance of 
others in support of measures fer promoting the Christian instruction and socia! 
improvement of the nat ive tribes and people 10 whom access is afforded by tbe 
navigation of tbe river Gamhia,-tbe committee feel that the Society bas been 
deprived of one of its most attached and liberal snpporters, while tbe African race 
has lost one of its best friends and patrons; and they further record their full con­
viction, that in his nntiring zeal, which rose superior to every discouragement, and 
in his self-denying excrtions ill the best of causes, Dr. Lindoe has left an example 
of Christia.n philanthropy worthy of general imital,ion. To Mrs. Lindoe the com­
mittee convey their most sincere condolence, at the same time that. they offer ear­
nest prayer to Almighty God that He may graciously vouchsafe unto her those 

2 Q 2 



596 WESTERN COAST OF AFRICA. 

Divine consolations which will comfort and sustain 1,er in the circumstances of 
bereavement and trial in which she has been placed by the afflictive event." 

On the 10th of November, M r. and Mrs. Badger embarked 
at Gravesend, on board the" Dale-Park," for Sierra-Leone, on 
their way to the Gambia; and Mr. George Parsonson, who had 
return ed from that district in the month of September, shortly 
after sailed for Southern Africa . Mr. Parsonson had spent 
several years on the Iii[ estern Coast of this continent, from 
which, it will be recollected, Mrs. Parsonson was obliged to 
return to England during the preceding year; but her health 
having now become re-establish ed, she embarked with her hus­
band for their Dew sphere of labour, though it was in the same 
quarter of the globe. 

The object of Mr. Badger's taking Sierra~Leone in his route 
to the Gambia, was, to procure fro m that flourishing station a 
re-inforcement of ll ative agents for the latter place, Pierre 
Sallah and John Cupidon having retired from the work ; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Davie, who had been connected with the school­
department, were shortly after under the necessity of returning 
to England through serious indisposition. Mr. Badger, on this 
occasion, selected Mr. May and Mr. Leigh, both married men; 
and the whole party proceeded without delay to the scene of 
thei.r fnture labours, and landed a.t St. Mary'S on the 21st of 
February, 1849. This was Mr. Badger's third term of arduous 
toil in this part of the mi.ssion-field . 

. At the close of January, Mr. vValter Garry and Mr. Frederick 
Hart sailed from London, for the Western Coast of Africa, as 
Iii[ esleyan missionaries. The former was appointed to Sierra­
Leone, and the latter to the Gold-Coast district; and they 
arrived at their respective places of destination in the month of 
March. Mr. Garry, like Mr . Wharton, is a native of Grenada 
in the Iii[ est Indies; and is the frni t of missionary labour in 
those islands. Having passed his examination as a candidate 
for the ministry at the district-meeting in Barbadoes, and being 
very young, he was seut to the Theological Institution at Rich­
mond, where he continued his studies with great advantage for 
three years, at the expiration of which he received his appoint­
ment to Sierra-Leone. 

Mr. Hart was cordially welcomed at the Gold-Coast ; but the 
additional strength to the ministerial staff which this one arrival 
had created, was more than counterbalanced by the departure 
from the Coast, about the same time, of two excellent labourers, 
whose constitutions had been so affected by the debilitating 
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inf!u~nce of the climate, that they were under the necessity of 
returning to England. These were Messrs. Addison and Thomas. 
Mr. Harrop had also returned some months previously, from 
the same cause. The first of these brethren had spent more 
thau three years on the Coast j the second, upwards of two j 
and the other, not quite so long. Messrs. Addison and Harrop 
han so far recovered, however, that, at the Manchester Confer­
ence in 1849, they received appointments to English circuits j 
but Mr. Thomas remained an invalid for some months longer. 
The Gold-Coast district experienced a farther reduction and loss 
at the commencement of the year 1850, in the return to this 
country, through ill health, of Mr. Charles Hillard, who had 
been on the Coast rather more than three years, and who, a 
part of that time, had laboured at Coomassie, the capital of 
Ashantee. Mr. John Lewis, also, having laboured nearly three 
years and a half at Sierra-Leone, requiring a change, left that 
colony for England in the month of :May. 

As the present chapter, thus far, has been principally taken 
up with departures, arrivals, and deaths, I must refer the reader 
to the annual Reports and other p~riodicals of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society for further information respecting the spirit­
ual state and progress of these missions, during the past few 
years, which we have thus rapidly sketcbed. In them, and in 
the "Missionary Notices" in particular, will be found interest­
ing communications from nearly all the excellent brethren whose 
names have been mentioned in this chapter. 

The last « Report of the Wesleyan-Methodist Missionary 
Society, for the Year ending April, 1850," contains the follow­
ing statements and statistics respecting these missions :-

SIERRA-LEONE. 

Free-Town, $re., Thomas Rastoll, general superintendent of the Wesleyan mis­
sions at Sierra-Leone; John Lewis, jun., Richard Hart, Joseph Wright, native mis­
sionary, and Walter Garry. 

Hastings, Wellington, !!re ., Charles Knight, native missionary. 
York, Plantain's Island, q-c., George H. Decker, native assistant missionary. 

'I'his important mission continues to enjoy much prosperity. Through the bless­
ing of God accompan)~ng tbe appointed ordinances of religion, the work of religion 
both deepens and extends. There is an evident improvement in the tone of per­
sonal piety among our people, and tbere has been a net increase of three hundred 
and fifty-eight in the number of full and accredited church-members dming the 
last year. 

The most serious difficulty which is now experienced at this mission has resulted 
from the rapid increase which bas taken place. The existing chapels scarcely fur-
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nish accommodation for half of our own people ; and a sufficient amount of sub­
scriptions could not bc raised upon the spot, to erect large new chapels to meet the 
exigency which has arisen: The number of church-members and scholars con­
nected wit.h the Bathurst-street chapel, at Free-Town, is eleven hundred and 
seventy-six; but the chapel will not accommodate more than six hundred persons. 
The Grass-Field cbapel will only contain seven hundred; but tbe chlU'ch-members 
and scholars alone amount to thirteen hundred and seventy-nine : and the Gibraltar 
chapel, also, is not half large enough to contain the congregation. Exertions have 
been making for some time to raise a sufficient fund for the building of the pro­
posed new" Ruxton chapel," and the sum of seven hundred pounds has been con­
tributed towards it by tbe people; but the amount received from all sources is not 
yet sufficient to meet the expense of the erection. The missionaries write upon 
the subject with great feeling and earnestness, apprehensive that the ....-ork must 
eventually suffer, if sufficient chapel-accommodation cannot be provided for our 
religious societies and congregations. 

In the education department progress is made. H \¥ e are using," the mission ­
aries report, ( j the best agency of which we can a.vail oill'selves j and, upon the 
whole, the class of teachers now employed are superior to any we have ever before 
had ill the service of tbe mission." Tbe details furnisbed respecting tbe seyeral 
schools, show tbat the teachers are diligently and successfully applying themseh'es 
to their important duties. The Report of the Institution for training native teacb­
ers, at King Tom's Point, is, on the whole, encouraging ; although it has been 
found necessary to dismiss a few of the students fo r ilTegoJarity of conduct. The 
present inmates appear to be truly pious, and are Vel}T exemplary in their conduct, 
and in tbeir diligent attention to tbe prescribed course of study in the Institution. 
One of t he students has been appointed, in the course of the year, as an exborter, 
and is employed on the Lord's day in conducting public religious services in the 
smaller places. His piety and general qualifications warrant tbe hope tbat be will 
prove an useful missionary agent. The n:lmes of several others are given, who 
have been placed at various schools; and they are reported as answering the 
expectations which hac! been form ed respecting them. The missionaries refer to 
the Institution in a very encouraging strain. Tbey say : "The )'oung men of this 
and ~ndred institlutions are our hope. \~re look to them as the flltw'e instrum ents, 
under God, of spreadi ng the knowledge of the Redeemer throughout this vast con­
tinent j and we t.rust that, by prayerfulness and diligence on OllI part, and with 
God's bl essing on the work of our hands, they will be prepared to sow the precious 
seed of t.be wQrd in the bearts of their benighted countrymen, which shall spring 
llP u,nto everlasting life." 

Tbe Hastings circuit partakes of the general prosperi ty of .the mission. At the 
t.own of Hastings, "the work of God is steadily advancing.'; From '¥ellington, 
the report is similar. Our large and substantial stOlle chapel t bere " is generally 
filled on the Lord's day with an overflowing congregation/' and our people" walk 
worthy of their high vocation," U Our cause au AUen-To\rn is alike improving j" 

and U at vYaterloo," the missionaries say, " we have every eucow'agement to perse­
verance, by the past success which bas attended our labours, aud by the cheering 
prospects of doing good which are before us." The mi.ssion-schools in this circuit 
are reported as " still very encouraging." 

York was formerly notorious for the prevalence of Heat,heflish superstjtion and 
practices j but the missionaries now rejoice in the change which has been effected. 
In the lat.ter part of 1842, a graoiolls religious a,vakening took place, and a new 
st,ate of things commenced. " The chief of the Aleu. superstit.ioll turned j from 
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darkness to Ii!;ht, and from the power of Satan unto God,' and l,as become a zcal­
OllS and laborious class-leader. All his followers also turned with bim. Some of 
these have since died in tbe faith, and left a good testimony behind tbem." Tbe 
work steadily advances. "Our large chapel is well filled twice every sabbath with 
serious and attentive worshippers; and we are thankful that our society increases, 
not only in numbers, but also in piety," There is more or less encouragement at 
Sussex, Hamilton, and Goderich. At Kent, a favourable commencement has just 
been made. Tbe schools in t.he York circuit continue in active operation. 

The following is a tabular view of tbe Sierra-Leone district:-

Cha.pcls ....................................... . 
Other preaching-places ...... . 
Missionaries and assistant missionaries ... 
Subordinate paid agents :-

Catechists, &c .... 
Day-school teachers.. .. . ..... . .. . .......... . 

Unpaid agents:- . 
Sabbath-school teachers . .............. . ..... . 
Local preachers ............................. . 

Full a.nd accredited church-members .. .. . .. .......... . 
On trial for membership ............................. . 
Sa.bbath-schools ..... ......... ..................... . 
Sabbath-scholars of botb sexes ..... .... .. . ... ........ . 
Day-schools ................................ . 
Day-scholars of both sexes .. ...... . .............. . 
Total number of scholars, deducting for those who 

attend both sabbath and week-da.y schools ... ...... . 
Attendan ts on public worship, including members and 

scholars .......... .............................. . 

CENTRAL OR PRINCIPAL STA.­
TIONS OIl CIRCU ITS. 

HASTINGS AND 

fREE-TOWN. WEliLINGTON. YO.R'K. TOTAL. 

16 
1 

3 
21 

SS 
44 

3335 
352 

12 
659 

9 
1314 

1973 

5836 

41 
10 

920 
165 

3 
199 

3 
401 

600 

1561 

24 

7 
457 
45 

3 
220 

4 
307 

385 

1117 

29 
2 
7 

6 
37 

153 
61 

4712 
562 
18 

10'/8 
16 

2022 

2958 

8514 

THE GAMBIA. 

St . Ma,'Y's, and Barra Point, Henry Badger, general superintendent of the 
Gambia missions j and George Meadows. 

Ngabanlang, (Lower Nyani,) vacant. 
Macm·thy's Island, Josepb May, native assistant missionary; and George Leigh, 

native teacher. 

The promising state of things at St. Mary's, which Mr. Badger reported last 
ycar, contiuues to encourage tbe expectations whioh were tben formed. The work 
has advanced. There has been a decided improvement in the tone of piety among 
our people; and a considerable addition to the number of church-members bas 
been made. A general interest in the mission is manifested by all classes. Tbe 
subscriptions to the general mission-fund bave considerably increased; and the 
chapel has been enlarged, an d a gallery put up for the accommodation of the 
school-ch ildren at Jlublic worship, the expense of which has been nearly met by 
local subscriptions. There has also been considerable prosperity in the school, 
although deprived of the services of Mr. and Mrs. Davie, who were obliged to leave 
on aCCO lll1 t of the failure of their health . "The girls have had much attention 
paid to them . They have been taught in the school twice in the day, and tbe 
most promising among them receive additional in sLruct.ion at the mission-house 
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after school-hours. They are beginning to appreciate reailing, writing, and the 
other branches of 'useful education. They have been urged to greater decorum in 
their general conduct, and an improvement in these respects is already manifest." 
That the parents of the children attach some importance to their education is evi­
dent, from the circumstance that the missionaries have introduced the pay-system 
in the course of the year ; and more than twelve pounds has been received from 
those parents who have been able to coutribute one penny per week. The school 
has been honoured by a visit from the commodore of tbe armed squadron, who 
caJled at St. Mary's on board H.M.S. " Centaur;" and, after having attended an 
examination of the scholars, he presented, as an expression of his satisfaction, an 
adilinional subscription of ten pounds-having previously given two pounds­
towards the support of the Institution. The missionaries write, in reference to the 
school, "We have proof that mnch moral and religious benefit has already resulted 
from OlIT efforts j and we trust that, before we leave our work for Ollf everlasting 
>:eward, we shall see many go forth from th~ school to become pillars in the church 
of God." 

The station at Mac.rthy's Island has been placed in disadvantageous circum­
stances, owing to the ravages of the small-pox, and the war which took place 
between the Man dingoes and the local government; during which ilisturbance, our 
class-leaders and several of our church-members were called to the barracks, to 
supply the place of the regular troops. The· entire repair of the mission-house and 
premises had also become necessary. Mr. May, whose appointment was reported 
last year, has been assiduous in his endeavours, and a corresponding measure of 
success has been his reward. At George-Town, he reports, " Our society is rapidly 
impro,';ng; and although many of its members are poor, and wanting reguhn' 
employment, yet they are' diligent in business' when they have work to do, and 
'fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.' Though they were deeply ignorant of tbe 
principles of religion, and the power of godliness, yet they are now rising from 
their distress, poverty, and ignorance, to knowledge and spiritual prosperity. The 
sabbath al1d week-night congregations are good, and the cbapel is often erowded au 
sabbath-mornings. The congregation consists of a few Europeans, merchants and 
clerks, officers and soliliers, sailors and J alloofs, liberated Africans, and scbool' 
clilldren. Many of the people who had been unconcerned about religion, and bad 
not, I am told, been seen in a place of worship for years, are now found regUlarly 
worshipping in the house of God, and receiving instruction in .the sabbath-schools. 
Some have come to me, deeply convinced of their sins, and, with tears, have asked 
my help. Of those who have been recently converted, there are eight persons now 
in my class, three of whom are Jalloofs. One of the hlt.ter is a convert from 
lVlohammedanism." The school suffered much during the prevalence of the smalI­
pox; but it is now in acliv.ity. Mr. May instructs the higher classes, and 1\[r. Leigh 
the remaining classes of boys; and Mrs. May and Mrs. Leigh teaeh tbe girls. A 
marked improvement is already visible; and it may be reasonably boped that tbis 
important Institution, being now placed under tl\e care of pious and well-qualified 
natives, will steadily advance, ,vibhout e.-xperiencing any more such intelTupiions as 

have formerly resulted from the frequent failure of the health of European mission­
aries andl teachers. 

The following is a tahular view of the Gambia district 
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CENTRAL OR l'RINCIPAL ST.ATrON!: OR CIRCUIT S. 

Barra-I J\:laca.rthy's 
St. Mary'S. Point. ,Ngabantang. Island. Total. 

Ohapels _. ... . .. , ........ . 
Other preaching·places .. 
Missionaries and assistant missionaries . 
Subordinate paid agents;-

Catechists, &0. . .. ............ . 
Da.y-sellOol teachers 

Unpaid agents: -
Sabbath-school teachers . ....... . 
Local preacbers ... 

:Full and accredited church members. 
On trial for membership .. 
Sabbatb-schools . . 
Sabbath-scholars of both sexes ... . . 
Day-schools .. , ........... , .. . 
Day-scbolars of both sexes .. . 
Total number of scholars, deducting for those 

wlla attend both sabbatb and week-day schools 
Att~ndants on public worship, including mem­

bers and scholars 

10 
6* 

293* 
51* 
1 1 

180 30 
1 1 

370 30 

420 30 

800 50 

* These three items include Barra-Point. 

. 5 

24 37 
3 9 

183 476 
85 136 

I 3 
280 490 

1 3 
121 521 

30J 751 

400 1250 

TI-IE GOLD-COAST, ASI-IANTI, AND OTHER PARTS OF GUINEA. 

Cape-Coost-Town, Commenda, Di:c-Cl)1)e, Sekundi, Beulah, and Pro'lJidenee, Tho­
mas B. :rreeman, Frederick Hart; John Hagan, native assistant missionary; and 
Joseph Dawson, catechist. 

Anamabu, Akroful, Bre., Timothy Laing, catechist. 
IJomonasi, Abasa, Donmi, &"c" George P. Bro\,\'Tl, catechist. 
British Akrah, Winnebah, Bro., Henry Wharton; and James Solomon, catechist_ 
Ashanti, John Ansah, catechist. 
Badagry, (Slave -Coast,) and Aboeokuta, (Yur-uoa,) John A. Martin, native assist­

ant missionary; and Henry Morgue, catechist. 
N .B. Charles I-lillal·d has returned to England. 

THE GOLD- COAST. 

The local reports from this interesting fi eld of mi,sionary labour are generally of 
a very gratifying character. "In this district/' writes one of the missionaries, 
" God is at work in our behalf. We see it in the new and encouraging spheres of 
usefulness which are opening before us j in the increasing moral influence which 
the mission is diffusing in every direction; in the large and attentive congregatiot:ls 
which listen to our ministry; in the prosperous state of our schooh; iu the earnest 
prayers of our church-members for a larger outpouring of the Holy Spirit; in the 
giving way of Fetish prejudices and customs: and we/eel it, too, in our own hearts, 
in that burning love for the souls of our perishing fellow-men which ouly God can 
in spire and sustain." In addition to the encouraging cil'cumstances enumerated in 
this general view, the gratifying fact must be noticed, that si.x of the native converts 
have been recommended as sufficiently qualified to act as catechists in the service 
of the society. 

At Cape-Coast, it is stated that a week had been spent in a succession of 
religiou:; services; during which a deep feeling of devotion was manifested by the 
people. Dix-Cove, Beulah, Providence, Sekundi, and Elnllna, are comprised in 
this circuit, an d would repay a greater amonnt of ministerial labour than can be 
afforded by the present number of missionaries. A very promising commencement 
of a school has been made at a large place called Abakrampah, where the chief 
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has received the missionaries tI with many marl(s of kindness." The missionary 
already quoted, Mr. F. Hart, remarks, "I was much delighted a few days ago, 
when at Abakr.mpah, ......... to sce how willingly the people receiver! the word of 
life" . ""h.ile I was speaking, tbey crowded the house, the windows, the doors, 
and the yard, until it was difficult to breathe; and during the whole of tbe time 
they were as quiet as any congregation in England.. . .The king of Abakrampah 
is noble in botb person and conduct, and is willing to assist us to the uttermost." 

There is an evident revival of the spirit of true Christianity at Anamabu, 
although tbe number of cburch-members is not so large as formerly. The state 
of tbe schools is very encouraging. Tbe scholars are making progress in useful 
knowledge, and some of them are under serious religious impressions. Tbe 
importance of tbese scbools will be seen from the following gratifying Rcport of 
a recent public examination :-

"At Anamabu, on tbe 24th day of December, 1849, the boys and girls 
receiving instruction in the school under the superintendence of the Wesleyan 
Society were examined, in the presence of His Excellency Acting Lieutenant­
Governor Fitzpatrick, B. Cruickshank, Esq., J .P ., Andrew Swanzy, Esq., J.P., 
C. Cruickshank, Esq., and the Rev. Messrs. Freeman, Hillard, and Wharton. There 
were present in the school -- boys, ·and -- girls. The examiners took a 
lively interest in the proceedings, and derived great satisfaction from the very 
creditable appearance of the school, and the general proficiency of the scholars. 
In the highest class, both boys and girls exhibited tbe greatest readiness in 
answering the different questions proposed to them. Their acquaintance with 
the historical portions of Scripture, and with the truths and doctrines of Chris­
tianity, gave ample token that much pains had been taken to gronnd them 
thoroughly in the knowledge of our most holy faith; and the very intelligent 
explanations which tbey gave of what they had read, showed that this important 
point bad not been neglected. In reading, spelling, grammar, and geography, 
and the common rules of arithmetic, they generally displayed an advanced degree 
of information and intelligence, for which many of the visitors were not pre­
pared; and as questions were asked incliscriminatc1y, according to the taste and 
inclination of the different examiners, it was apparent to all that their answers 
were founded on a general comprehension of the several branches of their study, 
and not 011 auy special preparation for t.he occasion. On this account, tbe pleasure 
of the gentlemen attending this interesting exhibition was as great as t.heir surpri.e, 
and indllced His Excellency, on the part of himself and the other lay-visitors, to 
express, in very marked terms, their higb approbation of the state of the school, 
which reflected much credit alike on tbe pupils, NIl'. I,aing and Miss Dutton, the 
teachers, and the Rev. Nk Hillard, under whose zealous superintendence the 
cause of instruction has received such a favow"able impulse. The other classes, 
according to theil" different degrees of advancement" clisplayed evident signs of 
the same benevolent care, and gave the gratifying promise of a portion, at least, of 
the rising generation being elevated from their stnte of natural degradation, and 
of t.he con seq llent more extensive dissemination of the truths of the gospel 
throughout tbe masses of tbe population of this Heathen land. 

"(Signed,) B. CRUICKSHANK." 

'l'here is much in the present state of the work at Domonasi "to afford 
encouragement. JJ The public religious services and the class-meetings of our 
churcb-m'embers nre well · attended, U and there is that gradual breaking down of 
Heathen prejudices whioh affords strong ground of hope that., ere long, the minds 
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of the people witi be prepared for an extensive abandonment of tbe superstitions 
of Paganism for the elevating worship and service of the true God!' After 
aclvel'ting to the sub-stations of Abassa, Ejimakum, Donasi, Dunkwa, Ayerudu, 
Abnadzi, and Mansu, the missionary in the Domonasi circuit states, "It will be 
quite consistent ,,~tb truth, to declare that this circuit has never, siuce its forma­
tion, exhibited in general so pleasing an aspect as at the present period: and there 
is every reason to bope 'that wben the partial ilifficulties arising from changes and 
anangement.s now in progress shall Rave been overcome, Ca result which we can 
anti cipate witb confidence,) the word of God will mightily prevail among the tens 
of thousands of natives in the interior of the Fanti country." 

The Akrah cu:cuit sufIered mnch during several 'Ponths in the year, when 
it. "'as unavoidably left witbout tbe superintendence of a regular missionary. 
Tbings haye, however, considerably improved si:1ce Mr. ,"Yharton's appointment. 

Tbe exercise of church· discipline, by wbich the number of members has been 
reduced, has hail a salutary eft'ect on the remainder; who now give evidence 
of much religious earnestneS3, by their diligent attendance upon the orilinances of 
relioion, and their fervent prayers for the promised blessing of the Great Head of 
the churcho The schools are doing well. "Maul' of the elder boys, and a few 
of tbe girls, attend our religious class-meetings, and appear to be earnestly seeking 
'the pearl of great price.' Several of the boys have been removed from the 
scbool during the year, and are now engaged in useful occupations. There are 
four young men under preparatory instructiou in the Training Institution, all of 
whom moe associated with the day-school in the capacity of monitors." Our little 
society and school at Winnebah " continue to thrive." The state of Pram pram is 
not quite so favourable: it having been found necessary to alter the plan of clothing 
the children at the expense of the mission, the number of scholars has been in 
consequence reduced, 

ASRA:s'TI. 

A ,-ery gratifying testimony in favour of the society's mission in Ashanti has 
been given by Sir William WinDiett, the governor of the Gold-Coast, in th~ 
Joumal of bis late visit to Kumasi, containecl in a Despatch addressed to the 
Right Houourable Earl Grey, and printed by order of the House of Commons 
during the last session of Parliament. Mter descrihing the bmobaric pomp dis­
played at his public reception by tbe king, in a large open space in the capital, His 
Excellency remarks :-

"Immediately aft.er the procession bad closed, we repaired to tbe Wesleyan 
mission-house, where we found comfortable arrangements made by tbe Rev. Mr. 
Billard, the resident missionary in Kumasi, for convenient quarters during our 
stayo Greatly as I had been interested with the manner in which the king 
received me, the appearance of such a vast number of un civilized men under such 
entirc control, the new style of huililing exhibited, anrl its pretty contrast with the 
e,oer·frcsh and pleasing green of the hauyan-trees, I was equally interested and 
excited at tbe appearance of the Wesleyan mission.bouse,-a neat cottage, built 
chiefl y with the teak or edoom·wood of tbe country, 0 000, 0 oAs I sat down in the 
air\' , spacious hall, in the cool of the evening, after all the toils and excitement of 
the day, and contemplated this little European establisbment, planted in tbe midst 
of barbarism, two bundred miles into the interior of Africa, exhibitiug to thou­
sands of nntutorcrl Pagans the comforts and convernences of civilized life, and the 
worship of tbe true God, I could not but think deeply anel feelingly on the great 
triumph thus achieved by Christianity and civilization." 

III a subsequent. part. of the journal l His ExcellencYl in describing a visit'which 
he received from the ldng, observes,-
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" He came to uhe street in the beautiful little pbaeton presented to him by the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society in 1841 ; and r was pleased to obsene, from tbe 
excellent condition of the phaeton, the great care which he has taken of so 
valuable and appropriate a present." . 

Riemarking upon a conversation ,vith the king, ou another occasion, His Excel­
lency adds,-

"Matters relative to tbe Wesleyan mission in Kumasi were then referred to, 
aud I was much gratified to find how completely the mission has secured ms 
confidence and esteem." * 

In the course of the last year an arrangement has taken place which may have 
an important bearing on the cause of Christianity in Asb.nti. John Ausah, a 
nepbew of the present king, bas been placed at Kumasi, the capital, in the character 
of a Christian teacher. Tms young man and his cousin were educated in England, 
and were sent back to Mrica with the Niger expedition. After spending some 
time at Kumasi, he went down again to Cape-Coast, where he bec.me a regular 
attendant at our mission -chapel, and an earnest seeker of the salvation wmch the 
gospel offers. Having at length eAl'erienced the saving power of Christianity, the 
public profession of wmch he had previously assumed, he became an agent of this 
society; and in the offices of interpreter, class-leader, and local preacher, has 
continued to give such proof of sincere piety and devotedness to the work of the 
mission, that he has been sent, by the unanimous voice of the missionaries in 
the district, as a catecmst to Kumasi. On his arrival there, in his new capacity of 
agent to the Wesleyan Missionary Society, "he was very kindly received by the 
king ms uncle, and is now enjoying his confidence and esteem." An extract of a 
letter addressed by him to the Rev. Mr. Freeman, the general superintendent, 
affectingly indicates the spiri t in which he has entered upon his new and important 
sphere of labour :-

" I feel my helplessness and unwortmness of the present position I am placed 
in respecting my connexion with the mission. I look for help from Him wbose 
promise is, 'According to thy day, so shall thy strength be.' I assure you, my 
dear father in Gln'ist, all my" mind is, that my life may be spent in the senice of 
Clnist. The general aspect of the work here is en com-aging. The people atten­
tively hear the word of God. I preach in the public street every pbbath-day, and 
they crowd to bear of the way of salvation, and I am encouraged to preacb to 
them eatilestly. ,])he cmefs, too, with whom I have bad conversation, seem to be 
seriously impressed. No doubt tbere are some in this town who will like to come 
forward to join Christ's church, but are afraid, perbaps, on their master.' part. I 
trust that tbat fear will be soon done away. You will be glad to hear how fond 
the king's chlldren ~re of me : they are crowding into the mission-bouse every day, 
for which I bless the Lord, for it gives roe an upportunity to impress on their 
tender minds the importance of the religion of Christ. I think good days are 
beginning to come upon the Asbantis: roay the Lord hasten them soon, that these 
poor sollis here may know the true and living God, and Jesus Clnist His Son our 
Lord! Our little church is going on well. The members are earnest for their 
salvation. I am very glad to hear the prosperous state of the chw'ch at Cape­
Coast. Respecting tbc charge of t.bis station, I bumbly submit to the appoint.ment 
you have g'iven me, believing that it is the spbere in wmoh the kind pro,~dence of 
God intends me to labour." 

Tlle friend; of Christian missions ,vilJ not fail to ofi'er prayer to Abnighty God 

* For more lengthened extracts from the governor's journal, see the cr Mis~ 

. ionar), Notices" for the month of January, 1850. 
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in behalf of this interesting young man, that . he may be graciously enabled to 
maintain his integrity, to be a faithful witness for Christ at the court of his royal 
relative, and "to testify" to both the princes and the people of Ashanti "the 
gospel of the grace of God." 

THE SLAVE- COAST. 

In consequence of the redu ction which has taken place in the numher of English 
missionaries in the district, Badagry and Abbeokuta have been left under the care 
of an assistant missionary and other native assistants. 

The following is a tabular view of tbe society's missions at tbe Gold-Coast, 
Ashanti, and other parts of Guinea:-

('.ENTRAL OR. PR.INCIPAL STATIONS OR CIRCUITS. 

cape-I 
Coast British Badagry 
TowD, Ana- Domo- Akrah, and Ab-

&c. mabu. na-si, &c. &c. Ashanti. beokuta. Total. 

Chapels . . .. " .. . . . . . . ~ 10 
Other prea<lhing-places . ....... ' 13 
Missiona ries aTJd Msistant missionaries . . 
Subordinate paid agents:-

Catech ists, &c .. ....... . 
Day-school teachers .. . , .. . 

Unpaid a.gent.s: -
Sabbath-school teachers ... " ... 
Local preachers. " ......... . 

Full a·nd accredited church-members .. 
On trial for membership 
Sabbath-schools . 
Sabbath-schOlars of both sexes 
Day-schools. 
Day-scholars of both sexes ...... . 
A ttendants on PUll\i(' worship, including 

members and scholars ....... . ... . 

3 2 
14 8 

4 
368 122 

9 

282 158 

1300 350 

12 
12 14 54 

5 
19 

111 124 27 57 809 
10 13 14 51 102 

1 1 
23 23 

8 3 2 2,1 
217 274 80 1014 

1000 600 1200 250 4700 

The Report contains, as usual, the annual subscriptions and 
donations from each district, wh~ch, though considera.ble, are 
not the whole sum raised by the different societies and congre­
gations in snpport of the ministry. 

From the" tabnlar views" in the preceding Report, it will be 
seen that the extent of the Wesleyan Missionary Society's ope­
rations in Western Africa, at present, is as follows :-

Central or principal stations, called circuits, 12. Chapels and 
other preaching-places, in connexion with these circuits, 60. 
Missionaries and assistant missionaries, 15. Catechists, 20. 
Day-school teachers, 97. The unpaid agents are local preachers 
and sabbath-school teachers: of the former there are 89; and 
of the latter, 195. There are 42 day-schools, with 3,557 scho­
lars ; and the total number of scholars, deducting for those who 
atlend both sabbath and week-day schools, is 4,723. The num­
ber of full and accredited church-members is 5,997, with 800 on 
trial; while 14,464 are reported as attending the ministry of 
the missionaries. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. 

SERIOUS Refl ections-YIatter for Congratulation -Present State of the ?I'lissions­
Facts illustrative of Negro Piety, and of the Import.ance of the Wesleyan Mis­
sious---':'The three principal Obstructions to tbe rapid Spread of evangelical 
Truth are, tbe Climate, tbe awfully-degraded State of the Inhabitants, and the 
Slaye-Trade- A few Facts in connexion with tbe fifty -four Agent~ of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society who have fallen in tbe Field-N ot all to he attributed to the 
Climate-Not too much to hazard for the Salvation of immortal Souls-The 
Agents who fell were Men of the right Stamp-Wesleyan Tbeological Institu­
t ion-The Manner of their Death-A Word to the Friends of Wesleyan Mis­
sions-The Gospel a sufficient Remedy for the deplorable Immorality of 
Africa. 

A RETRO SPECTIVE view of the contents of the preceding pages 
will fu rnish abundant matter for serious reflection and devout 
congratulation, mingled with feelings of sorrow and regret, and 
loud calls for more active and energetic effort, that this degraded 
continent may be speedily raised to its propel' level with other 
civilized portions of the globe. On each of tbese topics it would 
not be difficult to enlarge j but our space forbids amplification, 
and we must therefore be content with a few concluding obser­
vations. 

First. In the brief account we have given of the early 
discoveries of th e VIf estern Coast of Africfl, as conducted 
by the Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, French, and English, a 
mournful picture is presented of hum an ambition aDd selfish ­
ness . For a lengthened period associations were formed, and 
trayeUers and commercial men went forth, without any refer­
ence to t he intention of attempting the moral ele\'ation of I 
the ..degraded inhabitanus. Gold and slaves were the gelleral 
objects of pursuit j and the horrid traffic in ho man beings 
soon became the principal branch of commerce, which ,nlS 
not only sanctioned, but actually legalized, by the legislature 
of our own country. At a subsequent date, expeditions 
were sent to explore the vast unknown interior of this conti­
nent, with reference to the adlcancement of science j and at 
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a later period attempts were made to introduce among t he 
natives the arts of civilization. But most of these plans, 
though humane and benevolent in their object and design, 
having been begun at the wrong end, proved to be failures. 
At lengtb,- and that not till after a comparatively recent 
era, - British settlements were formed, and Protestant mission­
ar'ies were sent ont, for the purpose of discountenancing and 
putting a check to the Slave-Trade, of promoting legitimate 
commerce, and of introducing the bless:ngs of Christianity, wit h 
one of its attendant results,-the arts of civilized life, among 
some of the native tribes along the 'iV estern Coast of that con­
tinent. This new state of things presented a fresh chapter 
ill the hist.ory of Africa j and was so strange, that for some 
time the inhabitants of that country, who had been visited 
by the maritime states of Europe for more than three centuries 
for very different purposes, could scarcely believe that white men 
were really sincere and in earnest in seeking their benefit. 
How greatly is it to be lamented, tbat that precious boon, the 
gospel, which has made England what it is, was not at an earlier 
period sent to Western Africa! 

Secondly. The cause of congratulation to which we have 
referred, arises from the fact, that, although little more th:m one 
generation has passed away since the first Wesleyan missionary 
landed on that coast, an amount of success has attended the 
labours of the agents of this Society, which is truly gratifying; 
and augurs ~yell for Africa's future welfare. The statistics at 
the close of the last cbapter will give the reader some idea of 
wbat has been accomplished during the past thirty-eight or 
thirty.nine years, which includes the whole length of time that 
the Wesleyan Missionary Society has been officially connected 
with tbis part of the Heathen world. ,tV e say ({ some idcm j)) 

for, fully to estimate the amount of good that has already been 
effected, we should not forget the lwndreds and thousands of 
converted Africans who have, ill the course of those years, 
"died in the Lord," with other circumstances connected with 
the operations of these missions. But if we compare the docu­

'ment jllst referred to, with the statistics in the Report for the 
year 1843, it ~ ill be seen that, during the past seven years only, 
there rifts been an addition to the Society of two thousand four 
hund1'ed and three full and accrediled chwrch members, and 
that, ill the same space of time, the numbC1' of scholars ill the 
schools was more than doubled. 

Thc first spontaneous expression of feeling from the writer's 
heart, when he had penned these statistics, of six thousand 



608 WESTERN COAST OF AFRICA. 

ch~trch cO'l11!municants, (save tl~?'ee,) with neady five thousand 
children ?'eceiving Christian instruction in the schools, was, 
"What hath God wrought!" 

Admitting, to some extent, at least, that numerical increase 
1S not always a true sign of spiritual and genuine prosperity, 
and without pretending to say, that all those whose names are 
enrolled as members of the Society are (( born again," and thus 
made "new creatures in Christ Jesus;" this much we do know, 
- that an overwhelming majority of them have been changed, 
not from one set of opinions to another; but they have 
been « turned from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan to God." And we may add, th at none are admitted, 
even on trial, without affording sufficient evidence of « a desire 
to flee from the wrath to come, and to be saved from their 
sins." 

Although, for the reason already assigned, we cannot enlarge 
here, we may nevertheless be allowed to state a few facts in con­
nexion with African conversions and Negro piety, which may be 
either fairly drawn from the preceding history, or given as addi­
tional illustrations of the power of the gospel, and « the triumphs 
of grace," as exhibited in the hearts and lives of hundreds of 
these Africans, and which will also show the utility and import­
ance of the Wesleyan missions in this part of the Heathen world. 

1. The first fact which we shall mention is this, that, 
although the native tribes of Africa, skirting that long line of 
CGast which is washed by the great Atlantic Ocean, are exceed­
ingly nnmerous, and most awfully fallen and degraded, yet, 
wherever the gospel has been preached for any length of time, 
whether among the Mohammedan or Pagan llations, there has 
been fruit of our labour, fruit in tbe real conversion of the soul 
to God, of Rome « out of every nation and every language," and, 
we rna)' add, of every clan and of eyery tribe.* 

* It is supposed that the Kroomen are an exception to this rule. One recent 
"'liter on Sierra-Leone, in speaking of this singular but enterprising tribe, says, 
" The Kroos are Pagans, and there has never yet been all. instance of one of them 
being converted to Chdstianity." And another author remarks, C{ This tribe alone 
have, to a man, withstood the efforts of the missionaries." Dr. Madden has made 
a similar statement. But as the Kroomen reside on the Grain Coast, where we 
have no mission established, or rather no attempt has there been made to establish 
one, tt the efforts of the missionaries" can scarcely be said to have had 'fair play 
upon them as a nation; nevertheless, a few' of them have been brought under the 
II preaching of the word," and one or two, even of these, have been caught in the 
gospel net, as will be seen from the following ex.tract of a letter which I received a 
few months ago from the Rev. Thomas Raston :-11 ,~re had a converted Krooman 
.about eight years .ago: he died happy in God. \ "le have now one soundly COI1 -
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2. These conversions are generally accomplished by the 
instrumentality of the missionary, « holding forth the word of 
life," and « in Christ's stead" beseeching sinners to be recon­
ciled to God. And such have been their agonizing remorse, and 
the outward circumstances attending their convictions of sin, 
that St. Paul's caution to the smitten jailer at Philippi has been 
sometimes quite necessary: « Do thyself no harm: for we are 
all here." (Acts xvi. 28.) 

3. The reality of these conversions is soon seen: « old things 
have passed away, and all things have become new." The tom­
tom, the song, and the dance are abandoned; their former fool­
ish rites and frantic ceremonies, in which they trusted and 
delighted, are all given up; and as soon as, or before, the day 
dawns, instead of the superstitious greegree or fetish practices to 
which they formerly resorted at the beginning of the day, they 
are to be found in the sanctuary, for the purpose of prayer, and 
of singing the praises of the true God. Thus the day begins at 
five o'clock in the morning with many of the Wesleyan societies 
in that part of the world ; and the genuineness of an internal 
and real change of heart is further demonstrated by "the fruits 
of the Spirit," as exhibited in the lives of these people, and by 
« their showing forth the praises of Him who hath called them 
out of darkness into his marvellous light." 

4.. Another fact in connexion with African conversions is, 
that, generally speaking, the fruit abides: they are « steadfast 
and unmovable," they endure unto the encl. There are, of 
course, exceptions to this: instances of unfaithfulness do some­
times occur, and then discipline is administered, kindly, 'but 
with fidelity. But on these occasions, they keenly feel being 
excommunicated for their offences, and in due time most of 
them, being penitent, are restored to the fold . On more than 
one occasion have these poor wanderers come to the writer at 
the mission-house, in the greatest distress, and, with tears run­
ning down their faces, begged to be re-admitted intQ the society. 

verted: he has' come out' from his countrymen, willch he must do to be a Chris­
tian. There is as much caste among Kroomen as among the Hindoos. Next to 
Mohammedans, I believe the Kroomen are most difficult to be brought under the 
influence of the gospel. As soon as a Krooman embraces Christianity, he is 
rejected, despised, disowned, and cast out by his countrymen. The principle is 
established: we have both converted Kroomen and Mohammedans; "'[fo, aU may 
be converted." In a recent communication from the Rev. George Meadows at the 
Gambia, it is stated :-" Several conversions have taken place lately. A Krooroan 
-one of a class thought by some to be almost beyond the reacb of the gospel­
has been awakened, and experienced the efficac)' of that blood which' call make the 
foulest clean.''' (See" Wesleyan Missionary Notices' for December, 1850, p. 207.) 

R R 
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5. Though the greater part of the converted Africans are but 
imperfectly acquainted with the English language, it is delight­
ful to hear them on the subj ect of experimental religion, and to 
observe the clearness with which they speak of their own .conver­
sion, and thus « give a reason of the hope that is in them." At 
the quarterly love-feasts, and sometimes in the class-meetings, 
in relating their experience, they will name the time, tbe place, 
the minister, and the words of the text which, by the Almigbty 
Spirit, found a way to their hearts, and which ultimately led to 
their emancipation from the thraldom of sin, when they found 
peace with God through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. The natives of this part of the world evidence the sincerity 
of their Christian profession, by a consistent and regular attend­
ance upon the means of grace, bot\l public and private, by a 
careful attention to relative duties, personal and domestic reli­
gion, a strict observance of the sabbath-day, and a concern for 
the salvation of others. They liberally contribute towards the 
support of the cause of God, are « kindly affectioned one toward 
another:" when called to suffer for Christ's sake, they are 
patient and forgiving : in sickness they are resigned and sub­
missive; and in death are generally triumphant.* 

7. They are st1'ongliy attached to their ministers : they not 
only « receive them joyfully" when they first land from 

* It would be easy to furnish illustrations on each of these topics, in addition to 
those already given. Two cases may be sufficient: one regarding the sanctity of 
the sabbath-day, &c., and the other showing the sustaining grace of God in the 
hour of death. 

1. JoaN OGA, a liberated Mrican at Sierra-Leone, who was a member of the 
society, and a truly converted man, had, by his industrious habits, acquired a little 
property, and he contributed liberally to the support of tbe cause of God. For 
some time he had supplied the liberated African Yarel with vegetables, &c., and 
was afterwards of Ie red the office of suppl)~ l1g the garrison with meat; but he said, 
" No; suppose me do dat, me have for kill cow on Sunday, and me cau't do dat : 
my soul more to me dan cow." In a short time after this, he died happy in the 
Lord. He was a man universally respected, both by Europeans and Africans, as was 
seen at the funeral, when five or six hundred persons followed him to the grave. 

2. THOMAS T ICKNUT, (also of Sierra-Leone,) before his cOllversion, was one of 
those who practised" country fashion," and that not only for himself, but for his 
neighbours ; and was a noted oharacter as a wizard. But the gospel proved" the 
power of God" to the salvation of his soul, and blaspbemies were turned to praise. 
His illness was of long duration, and his sufferings were great ; yet, while he lay 
gasping for breath, he constantly rejoiced in God. This OCCUlTed about four years 
ago. On his class-leader visiting him, he said, " I am going to the Kiug of glory." 
A short time before he died, tUl'ning to his wife, he said, " I commend you to 
God;" and a few minutes before the vital spark had fled, he lifted his hands, and 
exclaimed, jj All is well, an is well! Glory, glory!" and he died with the 'word 
(I glory" hanging on his lips. 
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E ngland, but they are also constantly presented to the throne of 
the heavenly grace in their supplications. W hen laid aside by 
sickness, they are visited, waited upon, deeply sympathized 
with, and fervent prayers are offered to the Most High for their 
speedy restoration to health. In times of danger, they will nobly 
stand by them, and even risk their own lives in their defence.* 
If called to retul'll home, on account of protracted illness, « they 
accompany them to the ship j" and the touching incident men­
tioned in the Acts of the Apostles (xx. 36-38) has more than 
once been illustrated by the conduct of the simple-mindeu, but 
sincere, Christians in Western Africa. And when deaJth has put 
an end to the missionary's labours, « devout men have carried 
him to his burial, and made great lamentation over him." 

8. The Africans are grateful for the benefits conferred upon 
them by the British Government and by British Christians. 
To the former they feel thankful for having rescued them 
while on the mighty deep from the h.o1'ro1's of slavery j and to 
the latter, for having sent them « the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God," by which they have been made « free indeed." 
Even in their unconverted and barbarous state, when captured by 
Her Majesty's cruisers, as soon as they understand the object 
of the slaver being boarded by our brave countrymen, then" joy 
beams in every countenance," and they are seen " rolling them­
selves about with glee and kissing the hands and clothes of 
their deliverer," and when the dark rakish craft, with her 
human cargo, arrives at Sierra-Leone, "the promised land," as 
they afterwards call it, then "their acclamations are long and 
loud," and they" shout for joy at the prospect of freedom." 
But it is after they have been residents for some time in these 
British colonies on the Coast, enjoying all the privileges of 
British subjects, and when t hey are able to retlect upon the 
providence and grace of God manifested in their behalf, and the 
way in which He hath led them,-that t/tey are indeed grateful! 
Fervent prayers are offered to God, and that repeatedly, for our 
beloved sovereign Queen Victoria, for Her Majesty's Govern­
ment, the British officers, and" all the good people in England." 

* In addition to one or more instances of this kind contained in the preceding 
pages, we may add the following statement made by the Re\,. John Martin, at a 
missionary meeting held in Great·Queen.Street chapel, in London, about two years 
ago. Mr. Martin had spent two years at Badagr)', on the Gold.Coast; and during 
one of his journeys in that locality, he was accompanied by some of the natives. 
Whilst proceeding on his way, a shot was fired in the forest by some party con . 
cealed in the bush, on which his escort immediately assen'l.1Jled around him , saying, 
" If they shoot, they shall shoot liS, and not shoot you." 

2 R 2 
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And in · reciting their experience, with a brief history of their· 
lives, though some parts were painful in the extreme, they can­
not forget that they have been twice redeemed,-redeemed from 
the house of bondage, when their shackles were knocked off 
and thrown overboard, by the energy and activity of British 
cruisers; and again redeemed and liberated with "the precious 
blood of Christ." 

A recent writer of a missionary tract, entitled, (( Black, but 
Comely," has mentioned a fact which occurred in the West In­
dies in the case of one of the same class of individuals, and which 
is just in point here. It was that of a N egress who had obtained 
her freedom through the liberality of a few native Christians, 
and the author writes :-" N ever shall I forget that happy day, 
when, coming from the auction-room direct to the mission­
house, this noble confessQr, with tears in her eyes, and gratitude 
in her heart, lifted up her hands to heaven, and loudly exclaimed, 
( Massa! massa! help me for praise the Lord! Me twice free! 
Me soul long be free, me body now be free! Me twice free! 
o massa, help me fQr praise the Lord! '" Hundreds of liberated 
Africans in connexion with the IVesleyan missions in Western 
Africa· have sung the same delightful song, many a time, in our 
love-feasts; and in such a figurative and graphic manner, with 
such a tone of voice, gesture, action, feeling, and power, that no 
correct descriptiQn can be put on paper. They are thankful to 
God, to the British Government, to British Christians, and to 
British missionaries.* 

* Two dying testimonies in support of this may be here given . 
1. The first is that of ROBERT CLARK, a liberated African youth, who died at 

St. Mary's on tbe Gambia at the close of 1841. I had myself frequently seen bim 
during bis illness, and also just after his death, which was nnder the following 
circumstances: feeling that be could not live much longer, he inquired for Copidon, 
one of the native assistants, who was immediately by his side j when tbispoor 
African slave, aged about thirteen years, said, in broken accents, /1 l\1assa, me bin 
call you, for teU you, me now bout for die; but me no fraid for die: Jesus Christ 
pardon all my sin, and my soul is happy in de Lord." This was pleasing, especiaUy 
to J ohn Cupidon, under whose roof he had lived, and who had often prayed wit,h 
and for him. But this was not all : the dying lad \yent on to say, " And me bin 
call you also, massa, for tank yon for all de goodness you bin do me. You bin 
teach me berry well in de house, and berry ,,,ell in de school ; and now me going 
to Jesus." And then, lifting up his withered l\and, he shook hands witb bis faith­
ful friend and ma.ster, saying, (( Tank you, massa, tank you j good bye, good bye." 
And in a few minutes after this, he breathed his last. 

2. The other case occurred on the Gold-Coast, a year or two later. The Rev. 
George Chapman had been preaching on the happiness of heaven ; and shortly after 
he visited a sick and dying African, who had heard the sermon with much profit. 
This Negro, during l\'Ir. Chapman's visit, referred to the sernio l1 , and asked if it was 
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9. The oft-repeated calumn1, that the Africans have no minas, 
and therefore are incapable of improvement, has, it is hoped, 
been sufficiently refuted in these pages. The result of mis­
sionary labour, in the conversion to God of thousands of the 
degraded sons of Africa, and the benefits which have invariably 
foilowed the faithful preaching of the gospel, in a social, mental, 
and moral point of view, are the best answers to tbose slanderers 
of the Negro race, who have stigmatized them with the epithets 
of " mere animal creatures," « a sort of monkey without tails," 
« machines of flesh and blood, but with no souls," and the more 
modified designation, « human beings, but inferior to the rest 
of the species." If the sceptic would but visit some of the 
mission stations in Western Africa, and were he even to take 
his prejudices with him, he would soon have his erroneous 
estimation of the African character corrected and dispelled from 
his mind. Facts would sLare him in the face, that would make 
him « blush, and hang his head, to think himself a man," and 
yet deny to others what God had given to him; that is, the 
power of reason, with a capacity for improvement. Amid much 
that is still dark and gloomy, he would find that many a bright 
spark of intellect and genius has been discovered, and brought 
into play, from the once spell-bonnd mind of the barbarian, by 
the simple preaching of the cross of Christ. 

10. In order to appreciate, in any proper degree, the result of 
missionary labour in this part of the world, we ought to con­
sider, first, what the natives were befm'e they received the ' gospel, 
and then, what they m'e now. rrhe disadvantages of their 
former condition must not be overlooked, iu forming a correct 
estimate on this subject; for, whilst repudiating, as we do, the 
insulting and false epithets which we have just quoted as appli­
cable to the Africans, it must be acknowledged, that a more 
degraded, barbarous, demoralized, and ignorant set of human 
beings are n'ot to be found on the face of the globe, than are the 
native tribes on the 'Western Coast of Africa. This must be 
acknowledged by all ; and yet hundreds of the present mem­
bers of the Wesleyan society have been dug up out of the 
dark and filthy hold of the slave-ship; they have been washed, 
l'edeemed, disenthralled, and set at liberty; and again they 

correct that we should know each other in heaven. Being assured that it 'vas 
both correct and scriptural, he then said, "When I get there, I shall first go up to 
my Saviour, and fall down on my knees and thank Him for having sent a mission­
ary. Then I shall go hack to ihe gate, and wait till you come; and when YOLI corne, 
I shall take you by the hand and hl'ing you up to my Sa\"iour, and I shall sa)" 
• This is the IirsL mall thal showed me the cross of Chl"ist.' " 
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have been « washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God:" and what are they 
now? Not only « princes in Israel," but many of them occupy 
a ,position in civil society equal and even superior to some of 
those of a fairer complexion.* This elevation of a people from 
the depths of barbarism has not been the work of a day j but it 
has been accomplished in the course of a very few years, and is 
unquestionably the fruit of missionary toil j and, when con­
trasted with their former Heathen condition, it speaks loudly in 
favour of Christian missions, and furnishes another proof that the 
gospel, and that alone, can civilize, and bless, and save mankind. 

11. In looking at the utility and importance of these mis­
sions, it should not be forgotten that there is at present an 
amount of native agenC1j at work beyond that of any former 
period, and that there are several theological Institutions where 
others are receiving a course of instruction and training pre­
paratory to their being employed in the same evangelical and 
benevolent spheres of usefulness j besides a number of schools 
of various grades, where a multitude of youths are receiving a 
Christian education. We need not expatiate on the probable 
effect of these schools and educational establishments: we know 
that in our own country a good sound religious education is of 
vast importance, and· in a country like Africa it is, if possible, 
of still greater consequence. t 

12. The last fact we shall mention is, that there is a moral 
infl~tence in connexion with these missions that is felt far beyond 

* The reader is bere respectfully referree] to the extracts from Mr. Fergusson's 
letter au the character of the liberated Africans, which will be found in the tenth 
chapter of this work. There it will be seen, that some of this once-degraded class 
of men are industrious tradesmen, and respectable merchants; that they bave good 
stone bouses, which are well furnished; and tbat they send their children to board­
ing-schools in England. I may also add, that I know one mercantile house in 
London, with whom two of our members at Sierra-Leone (who are liberated 
Mricans) do business to the amount of between £2,000 and £3,000 each annually, 
and tbat they are prompt in their payments, as well as honow-able and respectable 
in all the relations of life. 

t Besides native teachers, local preachers, &c., whose names do not appear in the 
printed Reports, it will be seen, by a reference to the last annual Report and the 
Minutes of Conference, that we have six natives who are fully employed in the 
"fork of the mjnistry, as missionaries and assistant missionaries, most of whom are 
recaptured Negroes. Interesting communications are occasionally published from 
these brethren, in the" Missionary Notices j 11 and the reader is respectfully referred 
to the November Number of the year 1850, where he will find a letter from the 
Rev. George Decker, native assistant missionary at Sierra-Leone. :Mr. Decker is a 
liberated Anican, and his communication is alike creditable to his head and to his 
hearb; and t.he reader will bc amply repaid by giving it a careful perusal. 
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the boundaries of the British settlements, or the limits of the 
mission-stations, which is of no small importance. An evange­
lical and Protestant missionary, indeed, may travel almost any 
where in Western Africa; and both by Pagans and Mohamme­
dans he is respected: his name may not be known, but his cha­
racter and profession are; and they will insure him a courteous 
treatment with the generality of the inhabitants. The Chris­
tian reader will doubtless recollect, that when Paul and his 
companions "escaped all safe to land" at « the island called 
JVlelita," "the barbarous people showed them no little kindness: 
for they kindled a fire, and received them everyone, because of 
the present rain, and because of the cold." (Acts xxvii. 44; 
xxviii. 1, 2.) So, in like manner, has the writer been treated 
by the nati ves of Western Africa, when hundreds of miles from 
any white men. This fact has more than once been corrobo­
rated in the preceding pages; and the moral influence of the 
missions on the native inhabitants more immediately connected 
with, or contiguous to, the English colonies, has also been 
adverted to. 

Another fact, in connexion with this subject, deserves to be 
mentioned; and that is, that the missions have exerted a benefi­
cial influence on the European population ab1·oad. This, it is rea­
dily admitted, is not to any great extent; but that illicit inter­
course between the sexes, which is too prevalent in most of 
our foreign settlements, and which still exists on the Western 
Coast of Africa, has nevertheless considerably diminished of late 
years, especially in those localities where Christian missions are 
established; for there many of our countrymen who had 
adopted. the (( country fashion," have either abandoned that sin­
ful practice, or have been lawfully and properly united; and 
though I am not aware of any Europeans who are decidedly 
pious or members of our society, there is now little or no oppo­
sition to the labours of the missionaries from that quarter: a 
considerable number of them, indeed, attend divine service, at 
least once a day; and I believe the greater part of our couutry­
men wish us well. Would to God that all, or even one-half, of 
tile Europeans on that Coast would give themselves to God, and 
then to his church by his will; and thus heartily co-operate 
with the missionaries! May we not hope that, ere long, this 
will be the case? The Lord hasten that happy and auspicious 
day! 

Thcse are some of the results and benefits of missionary 
labour in "\Vestcrn Africa, which call aloud for gratitude to 
"the God of all gracc," that He has been pleased to put the 
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broad seal of His approbation upon the efforts of His servants. 
"Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake!" (Psalm 
cxv, 1.) 

Thirdly. That which is calculated to produce mingled feelings 
of sorrow and regret is, that the good already accomplished has 
been effected at a considerable sacrifice of European health and 
life; and that, though much has been done, it is very little 
compared with what remains to be done. The present state of 
Africa, therefore, loudly calls for more active and energetic 
efforts, that this too-Iong-neglected continent may be speedily 
raised to its proper level with other civilized portions of the 
globe. 

It will, perhaps, not be denied, that there are evils and 
obstructions in Africa to the rapid spread of evangelical truth, 
which are to be found in no other part of the Heathen world . 

. But this should only lead to a corresponding degree of zeal and 
combined effort on the part of the Christian church; and ere 
long these evils and obstructions will be seen to dissolve and 
.melt away, as clouds before the mid-day sun. 

It was my purpose here to have dilated at some length on 
the prinoipal obstacles and obstructions with which we have 
to contend in Western Africa, and which, for the sake of 
distinction, may be designated physical, moral, and diabolical. 
I refer to the p?'ejudicial effects of the climate on European 
constitutions; to the awfully degraded state of its inhabitants 
generally; and to that monster evil, the Sl([/l)e-Tmde. But as 
this volume is aJlready extended much beyond my calculation, 
·1 intend to embody these and some other collateral topics in 
a pamphlet, which will soon make its appearance. In con­
clusion I add only a few paragraphs on the mortality among 
missionaries. 

The authoress of "Letters from Sierra-Leone," though she 
believes, with Chamier, that this climate is "the worst under 
the sun," is nevertheless of opinion, that "within late years it 
has been less destructive to Europeans." And I have before 
me a letter which I received only a few months ago, from a 
respected missionary at Sierra-Leone, that has spent several 
years in that colony, who is of the same opinion. He says, 
"The climate of Sierra-Leone (I mean Free-Town in parti­
oular, as it is the residence of most of the Europeans) is 
certainly vastly improved. But all improvements in health 
are attributable to local improvements. The mountains and 
lands adjacent are completely cleared of timber. Dwelling-



, 
CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. 617 

houses are better constructed; with a well-organized police, the 
streets and lanes are kept clean. Drainage has been carried 
on very vigorously," &c. My correspondent fmother states, "I 
think another great means of promoting the health of the town 
arises from the roofing of the wattled and other small houses: 
no person is allowed to cover with grass; shingles or bamboo 
must be used, under a heavy penalty. The steam from some 
thousands of houses covered thickly with grass must be fearfully 
permclOus. The medical treatment for diseases is entirely 
altered; mercury is exploded, excepting in desperate cases: I 
believe I owe my shattered constitution to mercury." 

In a recent publication I find it is stated, that, "between 
March, 1804, and August, 1825, eighty-nine Church mission­
aries arrived at Sierra-Leone; and in that period fifty-four had 
died, and fourteen returned to England shattered in health." 
And in the" Missionary Records," the writer, in dwelling upon 
this subject up to a later period, says, "Many of the mission­
aries and teachers were also obliged to return to England; so 
that at the time of the publication of the Report of the Church 
Missionary Society, in the year 1835, there remained only three 
missionaries and two catechists. The only female remaining 
was the daughter of Mr. Nylander. These only remained in 
Africa of ONE HUNDRED AND NINE labourers which the Church 
Missionary Society had sent out during thirty years." Taking 
either of these statements, it appears that the losses sustained 
by the Church Missionary Society were, up to that period, more 
than fifty per cent. 

Taking the past twelve years as' our guide, it will be 
seen that, during that period, sixty-seven European agents of 
the Wesleyan Missionary Society, all "new hands," have 
been sent to Western Africa, out of which there have been 
twenty-five deaths.* If we include those brethren and sisters 
who arrived there a second, and some of them a third, time, 
since the year 1838, the number will amount to eighty-two, but 
with only two m01'e deaths. During these twelye years, twenty­
one agents out of the sixty-seven arrived at Sierra-Leone, from 
whom we have reported seven deaths; fifteen arrived at the 
Gambia, out ' of whom six died; and thirty-one landed at the 
Gold-Coast, out of whom twelve have fallen in the field. This 
analysis corroborates the opinion that of late years the climate of 
Sierra-Leone has improved; for these statistics only give to that 

* It is right to state that, out of this sixty.seven, three were persons of colour,­
Mr. Freeman, Mr. Wharton, and Mr. Garry. 
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colony one-third of the amount of missionary mortality; whereas, 
as stated in a preceding page, the number of deaths in that colony, 
during the whole history of the missions, amounts to rather more 
than: one-half. It will be seen, too, that though the mortality on 
the Gold-Coast has, during the last twelve years, been greater than 
at either of the other settlements, not only in numbers, but also 
in proportion to the number of agents sent out, even there an 
improvement is manifest. The six deaths out of fifteen at the 
Gambia give about the same average as before stated, which, it 
should be recollected, was considerably less than either of the 
other stations. 

If we take the last six years as a criterion, the report will be 
still more favourable; for during that period only nine deaths 
have occmred in our mission-families on the whole Coast. Four 
of these were at Sierra-Leone, two at the Gambia, and three at 
the Gold-Coast. 

But I cannot close my remarks on the biographical sketches 
of the fifty-four agents of the Wesleyan Missionary Society 
which we have already given in connexion with the history of 
these missions, without an observation or two which they 
naturally suggest. 

1. In the first place, then, without attaching blame or charg­
ing any of our departed friends with imprudence, on their 
arrival in Africa, it must be admitted that the climate was not 
the sole cause of death in every case. Several of them would 
most likely have died as soon, or nearly so, had they gone to 
other parts of the mission-field; and probably some of them, had 
they remained in Europe. 

2. It is a melancholy fact, however, that more than half a 
hundred of the agents of this society have fallen in their God­
like work, and their bones lie mouldering far from the graves of 
their fathers, in that foreign soil, the miseries of whose inhabit­
ants had called forth their tenderest sympathy, and to mitigate 
whose wretchedness they forsook their native land. The writer 
has often visited the graves of his dear brethren and sisters, 
several of whom it fell to his painful duty to bury "side by 
side; JJ and, while standing by the solemn spot where their ashes 
are deposited, he has dropped the tear of sympathy and affec­
tion, and has endeavoured to imbibe a portion of their spirit, to 
trace their footsteps, and follow them to the skies. 

3. In reviewing the loss of life in Western Africa, though it is 
deeply affecting, we know it is not too great a sacrifice to save 
immortal souls. Some, it is true, were called away almost 
before they had put on the harness, 01' before they had time 
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faiJ:ly to thrust the sickle into the rich harvest ripening before 
them; but,-

"That life is long which answers life's great end." 

Some of the most devoted missionaries of other denomina­
tions, and in other lands, such as Brainerd, Martyn, and Mills, 
were called away before they saw half the number of days 
allotted to human existence on earth. But though God has 
indeed, in Western Africa, "buried many of his workmen, yet 
he has carried on his work;" The spirits of our departed mis­
sionaries, resting from their labours, are now happy with the 
Lord; and hundreds of their spiritual chilclJ.'en have also over­
taken them; so that both he who sowed, and they who reaped, 
are rejoicing together; and many more are on the way. 

4. In the perusal of the brief memoirs which we have given, 
it will have been seen that, in the selection of their agents, the 
parent committee were directed to persons of the right stamp. 
Some of them, it is true, were young men possessed of few 
literary attainments, having enjoyed no advantages beyond 
those afforded by a plain English education; but they were 
men of good common sense, of sterling piety, and largely 
imbued with the spirit of their Master, "who came to seek and 
to save that which is lost." They possessed a love for souls, 
and knew how to preach "Christ and him crucified;" · and 
hence God honoured their labours, in the awakening and con­
version of sinners, and in "bringing many sons to glory." 
Others of them, however, were above mediocrity, both with 
regard to gifts and graces, being highly intelligent and intel­
lectual: they were" faithful men, who were able to teach others 
also;" nor were they less zealous and successful in winning souls 
to Christ, and in thus extending the Redeemer's kingdom in 
the earth: for which they "counted not their lives dear unto 
them." 

5. Several of the brethren whose deaths we have recorded of 
more recent date, it will be remembered, had enjoyed the 
advantages of the Theological Institution, the benefits of which 
they gratefully acknowledged. These benefits were two-fold: 
they were mental, and they were spiritual: they related to the 
hcad and to the heart. It will have been observed, that their 
scholastic studies and duties did not retard the growth of their 
personal piety; for while the mind was expanding, the heart 
was kept warm with love to God and man, and they thus 
"grcw at once in wisdom and holiness." One of the young 
men, who was distinguished for holy ardour on his entering the 
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Institution, and who" applied himself to his studies with exem­
plary diligence," some months after he had been there, wrote 
thus :-" I trust I am growing in grace, in attachment to 
Meth0dism) and in love for the souls of men, especially of the 
Heathen. I am exceedingly thankful to my heavenly Father 
for bringing me to this place j and I trust my profiting will 
appear to all." A few weeks after this, he again wrote: "I 
thank God) I can testify that Christ is able to cleanse fTom all 
sin. I am happy in his love, and can rejoice with joy unspeak­
able and full of glory." This young man) on a vacancy occur­
ring at Sierra-Leone) left the Institution, and was found in less 
than a week on board the vessel which conveyed him thither. 
The reader will by this time recollect the name of JAMES 
W AYTE) some of whose last moments were employed in " invok­
ing the Divine blessing upon his brethren at Richmond." 

And who that has perused the account of the first missionary 
who fell at Coomassie, does not at this moment see in imagina­
tion the devoted ROWLAND at the same Institution) in his closet, 
on his knees) with a small pamphlet in his hand, fasting and 
praying, and renewing his covenant with God, while the rest of 
the family were at their usual meal? And just as he had got 
to that part of the covenant service, "That He appoint you your 
work," &c., there was "a knock at his door,') calling him to 
that work in which he so heartily engaged) but in which, alas! 
he so soon died! 

These are facts which are most honourable to the missionary 
candidates and students, as well as creditable to our fathers 
and brethren who have the principal charge and management 
of that important establishment j and they are placed upon 
record to show, that those "men who take it as an axiom, that 
knowledge and godliness are antagonist interests) and who mourn 
over the advance of the one, as involving) of necessity, the decline 
of the other)"-or, in other words) that those who imagine that 
knowledge is unfriendly to piety and subversive of holiness)-are 
mistaken, so far as the Wesleyan Theological Institution is 
concerned j for, in addition to the brethren we have mentioned, 
it may ,~ith perfect truth be said, that some of the most holy, 
devoted, and useful missionaries have been sent out from tbat 
Institution. These facts are also placed upon record, that pre­
sent and future caudidates for our ministry, who are or may 
become students, either at Richmond or Didsbury, may see 
that, while 'their predecessors were not inattentive to mental 
improvement, but applied themsehes with unwearied diligence 
.to the acquisition of useful know ledge, they at the same time 
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made mpid P?'ogl'ess in piety, and thus became more fu lly pre­
pared for the great work which awaited them. 

6. The manner of the deaths we have recorded cannot have 
escaped the reader's notice. The genuine piety possessed by 
our dear brethren, (and sisters, too,) on leaving their native 
land for Africa, did not flag in that warm climate. They were 
not only" faithful men," but they were" faithful unto death." 
They had not to seek religion on a sick-bed, and in a dying 
hour j but were divinely supported and sustained, when their 
heart and flesh failed them. 

In some cases, it will be recollected, the "one was taken and 
the oth€r left j" in others, both the missionaries on the same 
station were seriously in at the same time j and one" got him­
self assisted, weak as he was, into the other's room, to inquire 
the state of his mind, when the most affl.icted would be helped 
up in bed j and they seemed like two dear friends meeting who 
had long been separated." In other cases, the missionary and 
his wife have both been burning with fever at the same time, 
and unable to render one another the least assistance j and in 
more than one instance, the death of one has taken place 
under the same roof, unknown to the other j nor has the fact 
been ImDwn until the next day, or the day following, when the 
husband and wife have met" in a nobler clime!" 

But "these all died in faith j" and not one ever regretted 
having embarked in the work. " I am in my proper place," or 
words to that effect, were spoken by many of them, not only 
when in health, but also in sickness, and in the prospect of 
meeting . "the last enemy." Nor could "Jordan's stream, or 
death's cold flood," quench "the yearning pity for mankind, 
the burning charity," or "the pure flame of love" to the 
cause of missions, which they cherished while the power of 
articulation remained j for some of their last words to those 
who stood by them, when dying, were, "Watch over the flock 
when I am gone." "Preach Christ, and do all you can to save 
souls," &c. 

7. Lastly. To the friends of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, these brief memorials of fifty -four of their agents are 
respectfully addressed. To them the writer would say, Such 
are the "messengers" you employ, such the sacrifices they 
make, the trials they encuunter, in carrying out your designs. 
The cause you have espoused and love, they die to extend. We 
know that 

H A Sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer bloo<1 than they," 
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was necessary for tbe redemption of Africa; and the price has 
been paid. The eternal Son of God died on Calvary for this, 
as 'well as for other portions of the great family of man. But 
the Almighty is graciously pleased to employ human instru­
mentality in accomplisbing the salvation of mankind j and we 
therefore regard the « bones" of our beloved missionaries and 
their wives as prophetical. « And Joseph said unto his bre­
thren, I die: and God will surely visit you." And by faith in 
the doctrine of the resurrection and the promise made to Abra­
ham respecting Canaan, Joseph « gave commandment concern­
ing his bones," that they should « carry them up from hence." 
(See Gen. xv. 13, 14 j 1. 24,25 j Heb. xi. 22.) So in like manner 
have the pious agents of the Wesleyan Missionary Society 
taken possession of Western Mrica, « the promised land,"­
tbey sleep, not indeed in « the sepulchres of their fathers," but 
in graves which they have consecrated for their children, a 
spiritual generation to be born in due time j and there they 
rest in glorious hope of the final and universal triumph of the 
world's Redeemer. 

Let such men, then, never want pecuniary support j let tbem 
never be forgotten in your prayers. How often did these 
devoted men, when living and toiling abroad, urge the Mace­
donian cry, « Come over and help us !" And as often did they 
reiterate the apostolic request, « Brethren, pray for us." Others 
are now making the same affecting appeals j and shall they 
plead in vain? Heaven forbid! Whilst some misguided and 
infatuated men are crying, « Stop the supplies!" be it your 
high duty, as it is your privilege, to « come up to the help of 
the Lord," to stand by and support Christ's standard-bearers, 
and thus help forward « the glorious war." Would the :British 
Government leave our soldiers in a foreign land to fight our 
battles, without the proper supplies of food and ammunition? 
Such a question is almost an insult to common sense, and 
the proposition would be spurned by every British beart j and 
yet there are professing Christians who are adopting this prin ­
ciple in reference to tbe cause of missions! « But ye have 
not so learned Christ." Let the « supplies," therefore, be 
doubled, rather than « stopped." With increased liberality, let 
your fervent prayers ascend to beaven, on behalf of this bene­
volent and holy enterprise. Not merely once a m~lllth at the 
missionary prayer-meeting, or now and then at a missionary 
anniversary, but every day of the week, bear up God's ser­
vants at the throne of grace; and then it shall be said to 
you, as well as to them, at the great reckoning-day, « Well 
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done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.'" (Matt. xxv. 21.) 

It has already been sufficiently demonstrated in this work 
that the gospel meets tbe case of man, wherever man is 
found, whatever may be his national, civil, intellectual, or 
moral condition; that the nature, the number, the magni­
tude, or the repetition of his iniquities, are not an insuperable 
barrier to his conversion and civilization. The gospel is "the 
power of God." It cannot alter the colour of the Negro's skin; 
but it can cbange the blackest heart of the blackest of Ham's 
descendants, and make it "white as snow." There is no shade 
of guilt too dark, no accumulation of crime too great, and no 
enormity of transgression, that it cannot remove. N one of the 
sons and daughters of fallen Adam on that sin-stricken, smitten, 
and afflicted continent, are too far from heaven, or too near 
perdition, for the gospel to reach and relieve; it can "save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them." (Heb. vii. 25.) And 
if Africa was thrice more" deeply degraded and fallen than she 
is, there is in "the glorious gospel of the blessed God]) a suffi­
cient and never-failing remedy for all her maladies. Here, 
then, is our hope,-the faithful and persevering use of the 
appointed means. The missionaries of the cross may go forth 
into this dark and barren land, "weeping," but they :lire the 
bearers of "precious seed." They go forth strengthened with that 
consoling promise, " And, 10, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world." The" bread" is therefore" cast upon the 
waters;" cast sometimes with trembling hands, cast under seem­
ingly unpropitious circumstances; but the quality of the seed 
being good, and suited to all climates and to all moral soils, and 
being "watered" with the gentle dew or teeming showers of 
the Almighty Spirit, "the seed shall surely grow;" and it shall 
be "found after many days." The "handful of corn in the 
earth upon the top of the mountains, the fruit thereof shall 
s"hakc like Lebanon;]) and the weeping sower shall become the 
successful and joyous reaper; for he "shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.]) To those 
who think differently, and who imagine all these to be mere 
figures of speech, our reply is, "Ye do err, not knowing the 
scriptures NOR THE J'OWER OF GOD." For" thus saith the 
Lord," "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. For as thc rain cometh down, and the snow from 
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heaven, a!Ud re~urneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring £orth and bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eater: so shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth : it shall not return unto me void, but it 
s hall accomplish that which I please, and it sh3)ll prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out with joy, and be 
led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break 
forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall 
clap theiT hands . Instead of the thorn shall come up the fu­
tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree: 
and it sh3)ll be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting SIgn 
that shall not be cut oft'." (Isai. Iv. 9- 13.) 
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