
·01. V No. 14 

• 1NII ISSUE 

M>3'iAGE 

Years of tbe Le,on Obsuvu 

of the United Nations 

COMMUNICATION J 
First Session of Ghana', 

Parliament 

""'CY and Dc~lopment 

Kodjo Kudiabor 

LAW 

and Economic Development 

Modibo T Oeran 

Heath and Africa 
Max Auunena 

• 

Pli&bt ot the Palestinian • . 
Years after tbe Six-day War 

Political Correspondent 

NOl'EJIOOI( 

Relations In Ghana 
OAU and Freedom Fiahte.n 
Labour, Now Conse:rvaUve 

Games Politia Play 

Beaver Aircraft Accident 

and Afrian History -of Tribalism 

Unemployment Problema 

Tucbcrs' Un,(onns 

• 

Gilt of Brazilian Football 

2 

3 

4 

s 

12 

20 

22 

Co""po~.~dc~n~' ______________ • __ __ 

3-16 July 1970 PrIce: ISDp 

• 



... JOI, • 

.... 'e _ e .~.~~:~: 



19'1O TIm LEOON OBSERVER 3 

DILEMMA OF DIE VNrn:D NATIONS 

IiSf w..... in the Opera House in San 
nac:isco. world statesmen gathered to celebrate 
Ie ~ty.fifth anniversary of the inauguration 
r the United Nations Organization. 
A twcnty-five-ycar life span is an indication of 

.turation in the experience of any institution 
ad we deem it appropriate to look at some of 

achievements and difficulties. the hopes and 
disillusionments. that have beset this world 

bdv which is, as yet. perhaps mankind's best 
iia,del for existence. 
Wben. in June 1945, men gathered to affirm 

detennination "to save succeeding geneT J­

~s from the scourge of war." the fate of the 
moribund League of Nations must have 
uppermost in their minds. Through the 

of the first World War. it had become 
~ ... ary in 1919 to set up an organization 

would serve as a forum for discussion 
for international understanding and co­

p.,ration. A human institution exists through 
rather than through preambles. and this 

clearly evident in the case with which the 
IeaI!Ue's lofty ideals met early death . 

the U.N. is the successor to The 
cf Natiros. its ramifications are wider, 

so also are its difficulties. It is now entrust· 
with the task of catering to human problems 

in hi story. The U.N. is an oppor· 
par excellence for its over one _ ~u_ndr~ 

-.!Wenty_ -.member countries to do talking, 
than warring. Especially with the deeo­

era and the aSCcr1t to nationhood of 
countries. many nations. some with 

which are less than a million. have 
members of an organization which 

regards all such member countries 
equally sovereign. That the countries are not 

powerful economically. militarily, and 
.erwi'le--is at once the institution's best 

and its worst disadvantage. 
the U.N .• 

would lD ___ enwre 
had the CbanClC to interact with giant 

for ~_ of economic and cultural 
11 is in this respect that the smal­

fmcf more meaning in the U.N. 
its various orpos, such as the Economic 

Social O>imal; ilie lnl<mati&oaJ Court of 
dJo Food oDd Apicultural Organization. 

World Hcahh Orpnization. oDd (rt<e"dy) 
U.N.c. TAD. The IOIIeDI \0 which "me 

able \0 ... joy dt· iDd.p '-

deuce. bowever fragiJely. and the movement 
towards the raising of the status of womanhood: 
these and other khievements are well known. 

This does not mean that the U.N., as a peace 
keeper, is not of interest to the helpless COUD~ 
tries which are often grouped under the general 
category of the Third World. Obviously they 
can continue to exist only within the context of 
a world peace. But what is true is that, when it 
comes to the U.N. as an agency of peace. we 
realize. with an indescribably poignant helpless. 
ness. that peace in the world depends (for the / 
moment) on only two countries : the United 
Stales and the Soviet Union. These two coun. 
tries are. of course. the pivots of two ideolo. 
g ical power blocs. and the desire to score 
ideological points abroad and to enhance 
national prcs tige at home has appeared to be , 
marc important to them than the universal cry 
for 'World peace. These two countries have the 
weapons which can. each . cause untold ravage 
to mankind. If the available military arsenal 
were 10 be used . the memory of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki would be child's play. 

It is in this respect that the difficlflties of U 
Thant. the Secretary.General. become glaring He 
is now the frustrated number one world civil ser. 
vaelt and it may need a lot of persuasion to get fIim 
to accept a further term of office when his pres~'1t 
term expires. U Thant knows. as we all do, that it 
is not the United Nations that has kept the pf:a.:e 
in the universe sinc\! its inception. Take. for 
instance. the Middle East. where both sides of 
the combat have freely repUdiated U.N. Security 
Council decisions on the ccasefire. Take, al~. 
Indo-China. where peace depends. not so much 
on the Indo-Chinese people themselves as on the 
correct interpretations of ideologies by particu­
lar ind ividuals living hundreds of miles away 
from the scene of the conflict. And. back in 
Africa. take the U.N. operatioos in the Congo, 
where the inteieats of the Congolese appeared to 
be less significant than the images of some out­
lying powcr structures. 

The dilemma of the U.N. is that in circums. 
lances such as the foregoing it can do DO more 
than condemn. Despite world.widc condemna. 
tions through the world body. apartheid still 
continues. and South Africa still refuses to sur~ j 
render the U.N. Trust Territory of Snuth.West 
Africa: Rhodesia's CCNlomy is still such that the 
rebel regime has not crumbled: innocent women 
and cbiklrcn in pt'aSBnt areas in Asia suffer un. 
told massacre from wars which are decided from 
outside their own subcontinent~ and Communist 
Cbiaa. with aboul a fourth of IIle 
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It io true, of c:oune. that two of the greatest 
IIoIriali '.mi1ia of law - the Common Law 

the Civil Law - have been able to support 
levels of economy. But this fact docs 

take us very far. It merely means that. 
a long CDOugb time period, legal institu· 
am accommodate themselves to a variety 

social arrangements. On this view. law is 
morc than a register or ccxlification of Dorms, 

taJues and habits already operative in society. 
incidentally, is supposed to be the classical 

Ioc~ollo posltton, usually attributed to 
Graham Sumner. This position, how­

requires us to define the role of legal 
rather narrowly, as it in effect enjoins 

to follow social change always, like a 
~inc:c consort. 

One of the important tasks of legal academics 
an African country engulfed in economic 

~tveJ,oplment is to free law of those limited fune­
and to view it as a conscious instrument 

social enginuring. 

Planning for Social Change 

engineering is basically the notion of 
t't:n irleerin: or planning social life in a ration-

way. due to the works of Roscoe 
'ound, the concept of social engineering through 

has become popular in the jurisprudence. 

t:i'O~ of law. and political science of West. 
countries. With the socialist countries of 

UI'()pe and Asia. this is seen as an integral 
of the political philosopby itself. Tbe 

" ~.itlbcr'in· away" of the state and law does not 
come - if it COmes at all - uotil law and 
other instruments of social control have been 
used affirmatively to usher in the age of 
abUndance. 

The function of law as social engineering can. 
,*,01 experimental ways of uslog law as a tool 
in planniog and realising social change. It is the 
....,scious and purposeful use of law to allect 
the behaviour of individuals and groups towards 
Ibc desired social goals, whatever these goals 
are. aod however one determines what these are. 
TIle emphasis is on the attributes, this concep­
tiaa of Ibc fcmction of law also becomes a 

jn""'lMIt of rapid oncial c:banse. 
Sc>c.1 0,' or... tbrousb law is not simply 

of philoooph.... iDtercsl S~ what • lJOCicty 
- Ie C ""P" ~ io also • 6mcIion of the entire 

01 a.trai8tI jilipl»ld em that 
.. law oK! dlt JD do .... + : tri. Rich 

cannot be answered on philosophical ~ 
alone, Hence social engineering through law 
also implies a research for those conditions 
under which laws would be most efficacious. It 
involves. in other words. the science of legisla­
tion: predictions of the effects of proposed rules 
on the activity of role-occupants (public officials 
or ordinary citlzens). 

II is on these aspects of law that legal acade· 
mics in Africa should focus their research. In 
Ghana. too much importance is still placed on 
providing purely descriptive and analytic infor­
mation about traditional branches of law. Too 
much research effort is still directed to the law 
relating to family relations, inheritance, the 
ownership and alienation of land. and the strue· 
ture and operations of corporations. I do not 
meaD to deprecate works in these areas. Some 
of them are well·written. and are the product 
of manifestly brilliant minds. Besides, one has 

. to know what the law is before one can postulate 
what the law ought to be. But what seems so 
obvious to me is that we do not need to dupli­
cate research in these fields. The area of law 
and economic development is a relatively un­
chartered area to which intellectual explorers 
may do better to tum their i.'ttention increasingly. 

How much research has been done in Ghana 
to know the effect of legislations dealing with 
agricultural co·operatives. marketing boards, 
and state Carms? How many legal researchers in 
Ghana have gone beyond the question of des­
cribing the land law of Ghana. ioto the more 
interesting (if more difficult) task Ilf evaluatirg 
these legal norms from the viewpoint of its 
impact on the economy? How many have studied 
the relationship between land tenure and econo. 
mic size of farms? Do we know enough about 
public corporations - about legal forms that 
wiJl make them function as public corporations, 
and not as private companies playing possum? 
~avc we begun to direct our attention to plan­
nmg commissions. in order to demonstrate that 
economic planning is a multidisciplinary process 
whose output may well be increased if lawyers 
and other professionals were consulted more 
frequently? 

Legal academics need to remind themselves 
constantly of the fact that there is a relation. 
ship between legal institutions and the socia­
~mic .structure of a given society. Unless 
this fact IS constantly borne in mind we are 
bound to fritter away already Bearce 'resources 
Ind badly DCCdcd intellectuaJ energy in mi., 
pbdcd projects of law reform an~ Iow.priority 
rncaa • 
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that a complete halt should be made on 
further immigration into Britain - tran­

party boundaries. When he first artieu­
his teaching. expressing fears of a future 

flowing with the blood of racial strife. 
was the working-class folk, not traditionally 

with the Conservative Party. though 
conservatism, who openly rallied to his 

torner. with open demonstrations in bis favour. 
must be granted, though, that Powell was 

. officially by the Conservative Party, 
from the shadow cabinet then , and has 

been condemned by some bisbops and 

Race, then, was certainly an issue in the 
Election, official protestations to the 
notwithstanding. And it would be 

to deny Powell's post-election state­
that his teaching did a lot to ensure tbe 

of the Conservative Party. But one would 
to qualify this statement by saying that 

ensured the victory of conservatism - with 
~nla letter c. 

How, then, will the coloured immigrants in 
fare under the new order? Already, since 

enunciation or Powellism, race relations in 

,. 

Britain have considerably deteriorated. Visitors 
to Britain now give evidence that even places 
which were originally weU noted for racial bar­
mony have faUen to Powell. The new Home 
Secretary (Interior Minister), Mr. Reginald Maul­
ding, is urbane, liberal (by Conservative stand­
ards) and moderate, and it is expected that he 
may be able to resist the "Keep Britain white" 
extreme gospeUers. But, clearly. the Conservative 
Party policy on immigration differs very little in 
tone (although not exactly in its mechanics) from 
what the Powellite persuasion stands for. A 
further reduction in immigration quotas is to be 
predictably expected in the few years ahead. 
a situation which will undoubtedly in tum affect 
the image and position of Britain and the British 
in Afro-Asian-Caribbean countries. 

On South Africa. Sir Alec Douglas-Homo­
the new Foreign Secretary - and his colleagues 
have been all along unambiguous and less hypo­
critical in their attitude. They are not avowed 
admirers of the Pretoria regime for what it 
stands for. it is true . But tbey believe. with a 
logic which may not readily appeal to the un· 
initiated. that it is possible to dislike a regime's 
socio-political structure, and at the same time 

use apex 
ball point pen 

, 

, 
• 
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problems of the MIddle Eat aDd such re-exami­
aalioD could well begiD by discarding that very 
1A:nD. The vexed aod troubled area of North­
East Africa aDd South-West Asia is only middle 
to those who would have us see other parts of 
the world as lar. It is essential that our thinking 
be not a copy of theirs - but that is more 
:Asily said than done, tor the mass communica­
tions media of the world-books. journals and 

films and television coverage---emanate 
the main from committed parties. It is pertinent 
enquire whether on this third sad anniversary 
are fed by facts or cliches. by objective :e­

""tin,g or by clever but partisan persuasion. 

Historical Continuity 

After these three years. let us first pose the 
- what have the Israelis achieved by 

military prowess and subsequent exploits? 
!::ertainly. they have maintained the survival of 

Zionist State which three years ago seemed 
such mortal peril - that is a fact. But the 

impHcation tbat it bas thousands ot 
of historical continuity is but a claim to 

examined. 

The pirate-patch of General Moshe Dayan 
more particularly his military brilliance and 

have led to his becoming a folk 
of Israel and indeed of New York City. 

much of the United States of America. Mrs. 

~~~~~ Meir, who was thought at first to be an 
~ Prime Minister. has also established her­

strong figure in world politics and in 
:ro~,in. mythology of the Zionist State. She 

firm control of her government and 
"hard_line" against the Arabs is at once 

to her own electorate and to Israel's 
abroad, chiefly in the United States and 

Europe - but also in Africa. 

From what does Zionist sympathy stem in 
Is it perhaps because of the thorougb 

in the Old Testament given to so 
by Christian missionaries? That can only 

part of the truth. especially in countries with 
many Muslim citizens. We cannot SO easily 

cultural bombardment by foreign infor­
media. What is the accuracy of tbe 

from which we in Africa have bad to 
our information? Three years ago it was 

propbesised by most members of the 
press tbat the President of tbe United 

Republic could not long withstand the 
of his Armies in that year's debacle. But 
survives. aDd clashes across the Suez 

Canal continue. 
The new series of raids cooducted by Israel 

against Egyptian military and industrial target! 
and even vil1ages. which began in 1969, have 
been sensational in their daring character. It is 
claimed that they are an attempt "to bring 
home the message of the war to the commoo 
people" 01 the United Arab Repubic. These 
raids. which have included horrendous tragedies. 
such as the bombing 01 EgyptiaD school child­
ren. have been most terrible: equally horrible 
was the blowing up of a school bus by the 
Arabs. The sadness of human losses is doubt­
less very real. but meantime most visitors report 
that Cairo continues on its way and. except for 
sandbags and the blackening of windows. seems 
on the surface oblivious or at least resigned to 
the war. But history can teach us that Egypt 
has long existed and that tbe Egyptians have 
absorbed the shocks of many invasions. Al­
though Israel's annies are stronger, and her 
borders straighter than ever, she is sustaining 
Losses in military personnel larger in proportioD 
to her -population than American losses in 
South-East Asia. The annexation of Jerusalem. 
the annexation of Gaza, the establishment or 
fortified Kibbutz; in occupied Jordan and on the 
Golan Heights are no nearer acceptance by the 
Arabs - educated aDd uneducated alike. Among 
them are not a few who dearly hope for peace. 
Theirs are Dot the headlines. Yet today they 
must wonder just what options for peace remain. 

Military InCUl'5iODS 

It is strange that when the Algerians took up 
arms agamst the colons and lcgionares of France 
they were described here in Africa as "resistance 
fighters" - not "terrorists" or even "guerillas". 
A recent Time Magazine describes the guerillas 
as "ultra-militant" and speaks of 'hotbeds of 
nationalism'. Earlier this week the B.B.C. 
announced that current Israeli military incur­
sions into Syria were "to counter escalation" 
and prevent the Syrians from "over· reaching 
themselves". There is great danger in our being 
numbed by such phrases. But tbe moral issue 
of Zionism apart, the existence of Isra!.":) js 
s)1lonymous with tbe displacement of almost an 
entire people - the Palestinian Arabs. This hal 
parallels in colonial history. What therefore is 
being said when we reiterate that the Arabs 
must ··face reality"? Has the wind of cbange so 
blown out that we in Africa do not pause with 
an open. mind to enquire into the backgrouud 
which has bred such determinatioo in 

/ 
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In 1874 the British Consulate estimated the 
mber of Jews in JerusaJem at a mere 3.00~. 
:luding many destitute. many aged and many 
pilgrimage. 

Jceat changes followed close upon li~ c erner· 
lee of Zionism towards the end .of tile 19th 
ntury and only then did the issue of Jewish 
tlement really become political. Many refugees 
·ived. fleeing from persecution in Imperial 

The Muslims cootinued to treat the Jews 
great hospitality and tolerance-an attitude 

particularly typical of the world 11 that time 
they were nevertheless increasingly oons­

.of the many attempts to change tbe status 
wailing place. By ~he outbreak of the First 

~.l~ War the number of Jews in Palest:ne 
and in Jerusalem particularly had risen 

istantia 

Britain and the Jews 

story of how the Zionists obtained Brit~b 
~:: during that war is well known. The 
If declaration of 1917 pro mised lhe Zio­

"a national home in Palestine" i!l return 
their support . But 'perfidious Albion' also 

the Arabs independence in return for 
a,,(:e against the dying Ottoman empire which 

allied with Imperial Germany. When the 
anny finally occupied Jerusalem, Arab 

P::;~'lS of the aims and intentions of the 
Ir grew. Unrest mounted furtl:er when 

soldiers ignored a British ban on their 
Jerusalem and particularly the wailing 

alann ~rew almost to despair wheo, 
the League of Nations alloted Britain a 

~~~:e over Palestine, the British saw fit to 
p the Zionist Sir Herbert Samuel as 

first High Commissioner. The wall was 
in,l to most of the disputes which ensued. 

small minority of Jew:;, in Jerusalem started 
complete control. It is now known that 

Zionists publicly denied aims that they \\-ere 
same time representing in secret to the 
Government. Struggles continued throu­

the 19205. Demonstrations were mounted 
both parties. Violence oftm ensued. Arab 

were greatly stimulated when Jewisb 
increased rapidly in the 19,05. be· 

of the rise to power of Nazi raCialists in 

~1~~~IThe Arab> felt they might be coloni<t:d 
• by waves of immigrants-like the 

of Australia and America b.ld been 
them - and they rose irt revolt. 

~:~~:~continued ror three yean>. Meantime 
~ Zionism grew stronger 1.nd Britain 

superseded by the United States as tbe power 

behind the Jewish demands. Plans for the parti­
tioning of Palestine were developed in America 
and were pushed hy her through the Un.ited 
Nations in 1947. Again biller fighting resulted. 
Neither side asked for. or gave. any quarter. Like 
Vietnam today, Jewisb immigration into Palestine 
became an American election issue and the 
interests of the people living there became almost 
margmal. Soon the terminology, especially in 
the western press, began to change - the Jewish 
immigrants were described as udefrnding" Jeru­
salem from the "tyranny of infamous and impious 
Arabs". Once the British mandate ended in 1948. 
the Jews attacked tbe city of Jerusalem, which 
action led to the intervention of King AdduUah 
of Trans-Jordan. When the fighting subsided the 
old city remained in the Jordaflian sector but 
the ambitions of Zionists to expand their terri­
tories further remained. 

The Israeli 'frontier' was pushed forward on 
the 5th of June. 1967. when Israel attacked the 
U.A.R., Jordan and Syria. The Ullited Nations 
caned for a ceasefire-meantime Israel annoullced 
the annexation of J e r u s a I e m . The 
United Nations resolved by a large 
majori ty that Israel should withdraw 
this claim and has since repealed its requests 
to no avail. Today, in the propaganda of Zion­
ism, possession of the Western Wall is cClltral 
to the propaganda of Israel's expansion. Israel 
owes its legal existence to the United Nations yet 
no country bas been conderruted more often by 
the Security Council and 00 country has ignored 
so many United Nations Resolutions. These are 
the brutal facts. Refugees from what .he Arab> 
regard as twentieth century colonialism I emain 
a major world problem. 

We DOW know that technical breaks-through 
in knowledge have been made in many different 
parts of the world . They are not the permanent 
monopoly of any creed, race or peoples. We 
know however that one of th~ main reasons for 
the success of the Israelis in tbe recent war was 
technical superiority. However, neitht:r history 
oor social development is static and it could be 
that the Arab nationalists arc now demanding of 
lUstory - and not just of the West and Dot just 
of Israel - the right to re·occupy a place they 
feel is theirs . Whether or not we in Africa would 
agree with that claim, we should endeavour :0 
ensure that at least we hear it. For it may well be 
three years after the war, that Israeli e.){l)ansion 
has already, or is abcut to over-extend itself ill 
terms of territory and people overrun. And one 
lesson of oolonial history is that that has been 

. ~do~n~e~bcl~o~re~~ ____________ ~ ____________________ _ 
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J evidence are against anti-demo.:ratic policies 
oppression. and that it is to the interest 

these powers to support movements for 
:dcm from the fascism of Varster, Ian Smith 

the Portuguese. The a1ternative, the leaders 
the liberation movements threaten, could well 
a turning to Russia for assistance. 

lthcr detaa. on the agenda of the Rome 
lference were being kept under wraps, but they 
'C supposed to include the enormous prob· 

of legality in t!Je handling and transporta­
of the concrete facts of assistance: men, 

. gronades, food. and the rest. Other forms 
sistance sought appear to be very likely of 
kind suggested above. All in all, so'ne 
es. in freedom fighting in southern Africa 

esparateJy needed. 

Now Labour, Now Conservative 

OST everyone in the Tory camp, especially 
noble establishment the conservative press 
rirain, is going to pretend to have forgotten 

t Britain's,. situation was like for Labour 
they took over in 1964 from 13 years of 

servative government. The economy was not 
on the rocks but slipping off them into the 

below; industrial and labour-government 
tions were absolutely chaotic. if not danger­
• social morality and manners among the 
g class were under a heavy cloud; and 

jai·in's standing among her western contem­
ies had altogether rcached what the Ameri­
call "a new low". 

est we forget, these are facts. abundantly 
meated in the whole of the established 

t literature of those days. So much so that 
other than Harold Wilson himself. then in 

ition. said of the then Tory govemmeat: 
that is clear is that every month. they are 

. g to office without a mandate. To continue 
eming weakens the authority of the country". 

Harold Wilson, by O. E. Noel, p.9.) A 
or so before the election which has now 

talled the Tories, it was possible for Mr. 
th to get back at Mr. Wilson and tum a 
of the Labour leader against the joker him-
and to promise him a very long political 

day instead! Luckily for Mr. Heath he has 
able to make his own laugh the last thiJ 

. Such iJ the party game. 

e who have adopted all the (orms and 
onies of the British parliamentary system 

Id be emulating it:. clear virtues (instead of 

What makes Signal 
so from 
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Arm·.......,. ADd Afrlcau History Acrr "0lIl 01 Trfbau.. 

SlR-I cannot make lout what Professor PosDansky 
me·D • by hi! remark that he has been quoted by me 
without aek.nowledgement (L.O. V/l2). 

AU extracu or quotations in the article in question 
(L.O. V 110), including Professor Posnansky's were 
either directly attributed to their authon or placed 
in inverted commas. This was done to avoid cluttering 
the obviously limited apace of the Lea:on Oble"" with 
elaborate footnotes. 

As for being quoted out of context, J think Professor 
Posnansky is entitled to his opinion, but it seems to 
me that be misunderstood the import of what he des­
cribes as my "main complaint" with regard to bis view 
that "the study of Tropical Africa during the first 
millennium AD" belongs to "pre-history" and should 
therefore not be given "historical status". 

At page six of his Inaugural Add:-t:ss he complained 
about a "tendency for historians, particularly in the 
University of London, to ~card the study of tropical 
Africa during the first millennium AD as African his­
tory rather than pre-history". He further stated ' same 
peae. same paracrapb) that "there i, probably more 
evidence" for the same period in Britain and American 
histories, and yet neither in American nor British his­
tories are those periods accorded "historical statu.s". 
Whatever the nature of the historical evidence whicb 
exists for American and British histories of "the fi~t 
millennium AD" and ju,t how they become "probably 
Irore" than what could be found in Africa for the 
.arne period, are matters which T left without commenL 
What 1 found curious however was the usc of the wof"fU 
'l'ropical Africa" as well, or rather in spite of Pro­
fessor Posnansky's "pica for treating the .luman past 
a.s a single unit rather than aeg1JlCnting it amongst 
different disciplines". 

"Africa South of the Sahara" i., in the present ~n­
text, the same as "rropical Africa". It i. also some­
times called "Sub-Saharan Africa" Thus there is the 
Inference that 

there is an munerue difference between the bistol")' 
of "Africa South of the Sahara" and "Tropical 

Africa" and that one sucb "immense difference" i~ 

that Africa North has a history and "Africa Sout"''' 
or "rropieal Africa" has until recent times (prc:'ium­
ably until the colonial era) been outside the main 
!>tn:.am of human history, i c. it had no history. 

The question whi..:h 1 &Sked was whether Professor 
PosnansLy's "Tropical Africa" i. not the ~:une as say 
Kingsnorth's "Africa South of the Sabara" and wbe1ber 
both are not the s.ame as Professor Roper's "Afriel", 
This .... s the !cosc in which I connected Prof~or 

Posnansky with tbe Trevor Roper School. 

Par 1 di.d not Lnow bow a plea for unity of lhe 
human 1»-..... could be made in the same breath as a 
demand to "segment" the African put into '7ropical 
and other Africans'·. I happen also to be of the view 
that the abo"'e demarcation and classification of Afri­
ca and Africans aft: as arbitrary all the political parti­
tioninl of Africa which was a reflection of imperial 
whims and need., and thmore did not necessarily 
correspond to the actual realities. 
P.O' ... _ ............. _ .. ,w ...... 

StR-The Mimster of External Affairs b a member ot 
government for whom I had the greatest respect until 
the reccnt debate on the dismissal of the 568 public 
officers. His a!lack on the Ewe ethnic group was quite 
vituperative and did seem to have personal overtones. 

One of the redeeming features of ex-President Nkru­
mah's regime was that tribalism as it exists now was 
practically unheard of. No doubt this was a bia con­
tribution to his appeal to the people. If this govern­
ment is to be a better one then it must strive to traM­
cend all tribal animositie3, and must be seeo to be 
doing so. The first step towards doing this would be 
10 publish a list of the 568 persons dismissed, witb a 
brief explanation as to the reasons for their dismissal, 
e.g: 

Mr. A inefficient, corrupt 
Mr. 8 inefficient 
Mr. C not forward looking; etc, 

Surely this would be worth doing, if for no other 
reason than that it would eliminate frcru people', 
minds the perhaps erroneous il!2 that one or two 
ethnic groups bad been victimised. 

It is indeed ironiell that an ethnic rroup, one or 
whose members played no small part in c-ating the 
free atmosphere of a parliament today, should be 
accused ot being "inward-look ina", 
P.O. 8CI. 1934 Meriiyu Cbarlel 
Ko ... 1 

GUlla" Unemployment ProblelD.!!J 

SIR I have read Mr. Gyinayeh's letter (L.O. V/12). 
and, while not pretending to know the cure for un­
employment in Ghana. I wish to comment as follows 

Nobody would disagree with MT Gyinaych that we 
can solve our uncmployment problem tbrouah "the 
creation of more job opportunities" in the country 
This is clearly self-evident. But one finds it hard to 
accept that the "immediate" solution toJ the problem 
It the encoura&ement of foreign investment Presum­
ably this ..... ould be followed by the encouragement of . 
domestic investment as the final or long-run solution. 

Mr. Gyinaych's argument appears to be as follows: 
We can create more jobs by establishing more factories. 
This ..... e cannot do ourselves; only foreign invc:s!on 
can establish more factories in Gbana. Therefore, let 
us encourage forcign inycstment. Also let us reduce the 
retirement age so as to create still more Jobs! 

This latter suggestion is hardly a solution. All it 
means IS that the percentage of young people in our 
total employment sbould be raised_ 1 find it difticult 
to ICe how such a measure can be con!irlered as an 
"immediate IDlulion" to Our unemployment problem 
If it is a lon&-run solution. then it has to be sbown 
that youn, people in our work-force are more produc­
tive. than the old. 

With respect 10 the fif'l:t sclulion (i.e.. foreign invest­
menU, Mr. Gyinayeh was quick to add :.hat we sbould 
be aware that there are certain attendant dangers. He 
neverthe:ea prefen it to private (and public) Ghanaian 
Im"'e3tment - for unstated rcuons. Wbat~er those 
reaJOr-S may be, it KChlS to me that it is 
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