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DEFINITJO:'II OF TERMS 

In order 10 facilitate reading and discussion that will follow in this lhesisthe 

following tmns and abbreviations have been explained. 

AIDS ~ Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 

_ The head and Spmtual Leader of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 

Misslon,Ghana 

Asantebene . Tbe king oftbe Asantes. 

Diocese • It designates a portion of Christians who are enlTUsted to a 

Bishop 10 be nurtured by him, through the Gospel and the 

Eucbarist in thc HolySpml. 

Faith Community - II refers. in this thesis. to the adherents of the Catholic 

Church, the Salvation Army, the Ahmadiyya Muslim 

Mission and the Armanian Renaissance Mission. 

Haditb - ItCQnlains tbe words of wisdom that the Prophet 

Muhanunad (peace be to him} is reported to have said 

and IS recorded by his followcrs during his lifetime 

HJV - Human Immunodeficiency Virus. 

Jamaat . It is a community made up of members of Ahmadiyya 

Muslim Mission. 

K .S, - Kaposis Sarcoma - it is a cancer of the sldn which occurs 

COIlUllOfIly m certain parts of Africa in mild and benign 

fonn 

(iv] 
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NGO • Non·GovemmcntaIOrganization. 

PLWA • PeopleLivingWithAlDS 

Religious BodieslGroups - It represents the Catholic: Church. the Salvation 

STD 

Seven Paths 

Shrine 

Sunna 

Army, the Anmadiyya Muslim Mission and the 

AfriumaRenalssanceMission . 

• Sexually Transmined Disease. 

- This is the seven basic teachings of the 

Afrikania Renaissance Mission which every 

member must practice religiously. 

It is tbe worship centre of the Afrikania 

Renaissance Mission. 

Societas Missionumad Afros, tbatis, Society 

ofAfrikanMission 

Itc:ontainstbc ways,cuMoms or examples of the 

Prophet Muhanunad,whlch were rccordedby his 

followers during his lifetime. 
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ls&ues of HIV/AIOS, bribery and cOmJption and cnvironmenbi degradation are 

aU life threatening ISSUes. which touch on cultural Donns and practices, socio-economlc 

and human rtsponsibilities and therefore need to be taken seriously by all. Thi' study 

discusses these iuues and the progntmmes of activities lhat have been put in place by the 

Catholic Church, the Salvation Army. the Ahmadiyya Mwlim Mission and the Afrikania 

Renai.ssanceMission to belp civil society fight against tbem in the country 

Thc study furtber identified certain faclon as being responsible for the thriving of 

the above moral and ethical ISSUes. The OlIjor striking factors, from the fmdings of the 

re5e&rCh. being ineffective enforcement of laws and lack of commitment to religious 

teachings. By the wter, we mean, lIle adherents of the religious groups who fonn about 

93 percent of the country's population as indicatcd by the 2000 population census, do not 

seem to put into ptaC1ice !he moralleachings that are given or taught by the leaders in the 

Cburches. Mosqut:5 and the Shrines. These and many othefi are responsible for the 

prevaJenc:e ofthcse moral aftd etbiC411 problems facing Ihe Ghanaian.society 

It liroc:ommended,tbere(ore, that the religious bodies need 10 lake issues of 

moral education and moral re(onnation of (be individual u priority concerns and act 

accordingly to help create a moral community in which virtuous acts would be upheld 

and vicea would be abborred by all 

fix) 
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CHAPTER ONE 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

The field ofeth.cs and morality is one oftbc pivotJ ofa sound. peaceful and solid 

SOCiety Morality is the cement that binds SOCJet)' together. WithOut which society 

dlSlntegJates It i, In ethics that phdosopher.; dlSCUSS and try to discover how we human 

beingaoughtl£lltve. Eth.cland morahtytherefore are concemed WIth right, \\Tong, duty, 

responsibility and value which an Important detemnnina r.ctors of the SUlVw.1 of a 

.... ety 

Daily rcportI from the law couns, the pont and e lectrontc media on immoral 

practices such as mud and embezzJement, dishonest acqulslllon of property. 

prostitubon . HIVlAlDS and sexuality, bnbeJy and conuption, and environmental 

degndabon have betome ISSUes of &feat concern 

KudadJIC Joshua N . m an Article. . Morality In Ghana'. auerted that; 

For many yean. there has been much tillk about low morals In 
Ghana Some ha .. 'c nghtJy observed that our moral fibre 
bas c;ompletely broken down For. IS It not true that at all levels. 
In pnvate as well as In public hfe. there is a his,b lRCIdenCC of 
~trnpropnery?TherelsthceVlden<:elhlttheoncechenshed 
VIIluesofhonesty, 'c1eanmoney', hard wOfk,respectforoldage 
and authonlY, womanhood, godliness and IClf-esteem· aU these 
Virtues and more have ~one wrth the wiod. In thar place. the ugly 
Vlcesofpronusculty,dlshoneslY,1aztIle$S. dIJrespect,ungodhness, 
vanity dc., have become normal fOf many Ghana .. na. I 
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KudadJIC, however. no\ed in this same work that, 'Ghanaians have demonstrated 

the desltetobe morallyrllhteousand gtatpeoplc, Aspects of these Ideas can be found 

In national documents and codes such as the CoasUtubOns. Oaths of ()ffju, all of whICh 

encoul1lgcsoodstandardofeverylndlVldualclriTen 

Looking at the moral value of the oaths gken by those elected or appointed to 

high of6<:e., It tan be mfmod that, Ghuwans as a people, have slOcerely deSIred to 

create highly dilQplmed mcnI commUnity But thiS IS fat from rcahubon, for, morality 

has contlOUed to degeneratemthecounny To buttress KudadJie'sassertlon, Samuel 

Wood also noted in hIS book Ethics In BIl$IDey and Public Admjni!lJ'allon. lntroduct9.'Y 

EaA.Y1arulC1aei,that·Eth.cal standards m workplace, both publ;cand private.,a.re less 

than aatisfactOfy. The workplace ID thiS country app .... to be cbatactenzed by such 

Vlcesasplunder.greedandflpaClousness· J 

In a Iympollum otpnlDlCl by the ReliSions Studenu' Aaso(:tauon of Ghana _ 

Legon branch. on the 2e1' ofOecember. 2000, under the theme, 'The Moml and SpirifllD.l 

LJ""ens;vn 10 Modem GownttUtCC: The role O/IM Pollli .. :ul Party', Prof. Kudadjie noted 

ModemlJrn. and even post·moderntsm need nUl, and dot'"!> not 
stopapeoplefTomleamlngfTomtheirov.nculturc [tdoesnol 
Mop a peopWJ from pursuUlg the philotophy ;)nd wisdom of 
Pf1IIIIIIIbIAn II does not stop a people from seekmr, 10 be truly 
bUOWl. It aced not stop a people from placIDa what e&n be 
demonstrated to be cruaal for tbetr sUTVlval and well-being 
In me hands of the govemors J 
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BC'oWSsuggesung that 

moral development" cruc.aL If not more, than economiC 
development, the nurturingofdemoc:facy, lndustnal 
promoUOn. and the development of scieo" and ~~nology 
Without morality, all these efforts will come 10 nothtng,· 

Some pollhcal and tradmonal leaden have also expressed s imilar sentiments, 

thoWlnS the alannlng nature of the mora] problems the country is facmg For example. In 

his Inausural address at the Independence Square In Accra on January 7U,, 2001 , Presld ent 

J.A Kufour declared a uro toluance fof corruption Be said that his Government would 

deal ruthlessly With any official who IS found dabbling In corruption I 

Furthent'lOfe. In the March 27111 editton of the ~ under the heeding, 

' Help Government fight cOlTUptlon~Kufour,' the peper reported that President J A, 

Kufour has taiked religiOUS '-den to Jom forca with the leadership of the country 10 

help fisht conupbOn and Immorah1)' The PreSIdent ITIIde the call when addressmg the 

72- Nattonal ConvcnbOn of'tbe Ahmadlyya Muslim MIs.stOn at Ashongman, near Acaa 

Hefurtberappea~totbereh8iousleaderstohelpchangelhetrendW1ththeirprayers 

andotbermean, · 

President Kufour lUdalao that in spite of standards set to prevent corruption, 

there IS the tendency for ~le, especially office holders to Indulge in immOf1l1 acts The 

theme fot the coovenuoa ..... ' Prospects and ChaJleoge5 of the New MillennIUm The 

Mora.lFactor.' 

·KudadJlC.J N (20(0).opcilp" 

~~~::~/.!:!~~~~~~~,::i::7~ Ayeh(<<I) 

~o"i~.~"';::::~~~F,ipt~~·if.tvaDAy.(ad)DJjb 
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Furthermore, the Vice-Preudent. AJru Mahama, at the lIunchln8 of a survey 

report on COlTUptlon earned out by the Ghana AnII.('orruptlCm Coalition (GA('C) In 

Accra. on the 1st of February. 2001. reiterated the Govemmt.nt's WISh to establish the 

Office of Accountability to Implement a Code of Conduct for top-level Government 

appointees. rhe Idea behind lite creation of this moral office IS to make sure that 

Govm1ment appointeei would be guided by such moral and ethical codes. which the 

Government lItinks. wiD put the appointees to check.' 

F.arlief.onAugU5t26, IQ97.the~reportedthatthethenHeadof 

Stale. l-llLt Jeny John Rawlings called on Churoh INders to jom the Slate to rid the 

couolJy of corruption. abuse of power and the wanton use of freedom WIthout 

reaponsibllity President RawlinSS sawl. 'wheR there is wrong dOlns, wf1elhcr In the 

Church or Stlk,let w root it out Evett though the tuk IS nol gomg 10 be cuy, both 

State and ('hlA'chc.ndo Itiftbeycoopeme' · 

A tradltiona) ru'u, the Asantehene - Otumfuo Ose1 Tutu U was also quoted In the 

Januaryll"2001edrtionofthe~as"Y1n&'HcorruptionandothersocUlI 

evils are not checked. they would undemllne natIOnal development effort and peaceful 

co-exilteoce.· The AMntehene. ID effect was calling on the clergy to channel thClr 

energiea towards helping to nd SOCiety of conupbon and other social evils The clergy, 
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be said, have a moral respoRSlblhtyto help m tbenabonaJ effortofcatenng for not only 

thespmtual needs of their congregatJon, but also, the physical de .... elopment of soc I ety ' 

As nOled by the political leaders, rehg10us leaders ba .... e themsel .... es also 

recogrnzed thelrC1 ..... c roles and respotUlblhtlcs 10 the $Oclety, hence, the call for moral 

renewal Lntbecountry 

This II reflected In their Communiques, Pastoral Lettef"S and sermons on iSSUes 

such at bribery and COO'Uphon. Hrv/AIDS and 3tlXuality. and the en ..... ronment For 

Instance, the Gfwta Catholic BIShops' Conference in 1991, Issued a pasloralletter on 

bribetyandcorruption, ItrCl!lSlasonitlpreVl~ncelnthecounlJy. the~RSequencesand 

suggested remedy for the two evtls The R.:.hops, In their 1998 Communtque. further 

declared a CNNde taalOst the twln-evds 

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

The abow UIlf1'KIQ.I practices such u : bnbety and corruption, er1'llronmental 

degradation. frlud and embezzJernent and prosUtutlOn ha\'e been of concern to some o .... er 

the yeaR, The rehgJCKU bocba (farth oommurnty) over the yean ha .... e estabhshed 

themselves IS Important toCW institutions In the SOCiety, TIlLS community IS a vISIble and 

Influential &ctor in the GhaNuan SOCiety, whKh cannot be ignored. The central problem 

of tiu:. study IS thus to carnIne the extent to which the Catholic Church, the Sal\AtlOn 

Army. the Abamadlwa Muslim MIssion and the Afrikania RenatSsance MISSion are 

'Nehemiah, 0 (laa. II . 200I), · H~lpridSOCldyor~·. EIvUD Aydl(od)..DJib: 
~14.112. N::at.nc("'COl!lllllllUClti(''''''LlllllilrldppI6a.17 
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tonfronbn8 the problems of H1V f AlDS. Bribery and Corruption and Environmental 

Degradation 

The research also triG to Identify and dl$CUss the pmcbcal :.tcp" taken by these 

religious bodies/group$; after I"Ulng the \'&no05 Communiques. Pastoral Letters and 

PubheStatemenl$onlheabovelisucs 

The work would furthet try to a5(:CflaIn the atbtudes and responses of the 

members of these religtous bodlt!$lgroups, c:oncef1ung me Issues their leaders are he Iplng 

to address 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The.ums and obJC'Cll\'w thetefun! are 

(1) To look at the btltoncal development of the reli.gioUJ bodu~i/groups under study 

(2) To ucenaan the official stand oftheCathohc Church. the Salvation Army Church, 

the Ahrnadiyy. MusJjm MISSion and \he Afribni. Renaissance MiSSion 

eoDUmlng l-UVfAIDS. Bnbery and Corruption, and EnvlTonmental 

(3) To evaJuatetbe rolesoftbe rehaioUlbodiesigroupi to thet! CTUsadeaaainstthe 

moral problem. Ihal bave been identified 

(4) To find out the atbtudes and reacbon$ of the member. oftheae religious groups 

totbaiuuesunderdlscusMon 

(5) Tu :.uggt':.\l met recommend how best these grou~ could help solve thete ethical 

Pfoblems. where neceswy 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



SCOPt: 0.' STUDY 

The focus of the study is 00 lilY/AIDS. Snbery and Corruption. and 

Envtronmental Oegrad.tioo, as \)e;ng addressed by the Catbohe Church. the Salvation 

Anny. Ahmadi", Muslim MISSIon and the Afrikama Renaissance MISsion The 

seleebon of these rehgious bodies/groups IS hued on the fact that 

(I) they are representative enough when we consider the major rehglous boc:he<:. , 

grouplin\h.ecountJy 

(2) they hl.ve strictethtcaJ and moral oodesofconduct 

(3) theyarevorymuchmvolvedmsoclalservtces 

(4) they are deeply Involved LD addtessmg and voiclRg their sentiments on moral 

and ethical ptoblems that confront the country 

(5) they are abo known to have documents on almost ,II thetr activities 

MF.THODOLQGY 

Some mate-nals (information) reqUired for the work were gathered through 

mtervieW1ng of selected mdlV1duals of authority as far as the religIOus boclies are 

concerned. WIth guided sets ofquesttons. These include vanous heads of the religious 

bodiea, ~tancs, Publtc:: ReIat.ton.s Officers (PRO). aDd tn some cases. elden (other 

offlGC holden) and wor1cen of the rehSlous bodies. These leaders wefe selected because 

they are DOt onty the offical custodians of mformabon requited but are alto thOle who 

can be trusted to proVIde credible answers to relevant quesbons Some members (non . 

leaden) of die idcnbfw,d rehJiow: bodus were allo. bowever, lntervieYJeCi 10 ascertam 

their attitude and reactIon on the said problems and on the views expressed by theU" 
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leaders Othtt,nformaboorequ,redwasgatheredthroughtheoompletlonofstructUred 

questIonnaires adminIStered to some members of these rehgjous bodlesfgroups 

Other pnmary sources of Inrormahon were 

(I) TheeommuniquCsofthereligiousboches.1970-200t 

(2) Putor.ollettenand public_. 1970·2001 

(3) ConstitutIons of the religaous bodlH 

(4) Other official documents lHued by these religious bod.es on the Identified 

problems 

The choice was made because thIS \S the period when documented actlV1ues on the 

rehglOus bodies understudy.rc relatively easy to access 

Secondatyaoun:cslncludebooks.&Jtictceandjoumalathatarerelevanttothe 

work Theses. wtucb ~ related to the topic, ~ also consulted 

I.In:RATIfRE REVIEW 

Kudadjlll~. Joshl..la N , tn hK book ~~_MI in (.btu. Ideals RA""" 

Possi\);hti(IJ (1995). shared lOme pertinent tSSUei on the genen.l level of monliry m 

Ghana. He divuled the book Into three major parts. Part I is under the he~hng ('reating 

a Moral r ...... ""'/y III GIuuwJ: 17te Ideals Pan 0 it under the heading Creating Q 

Mora/C'OItutnm,ty III Vlrana: Th~ Realines and the final Pan 1$ treated under the heading 

lreoting a Moml Cu,""u,,,,,)'" The Prusi6ihties 
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In Part I, 'The ldea/5', KudadJle recounted speeches of past Govemments SInce 

Independence, from Presidents Nkrumah 10 Rawlangs, about how each planned to make 

<»-naa mon.l commumty, and the deslreofGbanaians to Itve morally 8000: lives 

In Part II, ' lh~ Realities ', the writer reviews some of the steps taken to rea1izethe 

ideals and evaluated thell" ac:waJ pcrfonnance, that IS, he attempted a bnef iiurvey of the 

actual performance 10 relabon to the high mortll Id~1s that were set lie looked at 

evidence as recorded in the findmgs ofCommlllM)ns ofEnquuy, Goven\ment statements 

I 

1 

1 

, I 
and court repons and empirical ...... ch among the people. ) ~. 

In the final part. • 7J.. Pmu.b./m.,·. KodadJ.e .d..ufiad the cau,,," of low , ,, ., .: ~I 
morality, and made some suggestIons and recommendabons, which he thmks Ifhetded 

to, WIll reelly 80 a Ioq way ia the bid to help create a mortll ootnmunity He finally 

concluded wah the solutions 01' the way out of the Identified problems 

Even though the writ« touched on some oftfle ISSUes to be disc:uuod and threw a 

special challenge to the reltglous bodies on how to deal with some ofthe moral ~sues 

ldcnbfied, he did notaddresa the officlil stand and the practical steps belngtllken by the 

reli&ioU!lbod~groupsldenbficdbythlsresearcher ThereSeticlltbt1s.cOfKfMtedfrom 

where KvdedJle Id\ off by fO('.Usln, on the roles and the officlaJ stand of the identified 

religM)u$ bodteslgroups In the moral recovery of the Ghanaian community 

Emmanuel AJente's book, l't~ (1CJ99) WU .Iso of great he.lp to the 

research work The ~Ie\lant chapters melude chapters b, 8, and 9 With topics such as 

Ste'WUdshlp of the Envnoament, theChucch', reaponxto HlV/AIDS and Sexuality and 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



Sexual Oefilement of female Ctllidren. In all these tOPICS. the wntCfbroadly looked at 

the Chnsmn anttude towards the topics raised, and whal the l'hnstlan commumty IS 

dom,aboutthem 

This work has gone further to study whit has been done on the saId problems or 

topiCS by focusing on apec:lfic rebgious bodicslgroup', their official stand and the 

methods and measures adopted to deal WTlh the etlucal and moral problems 

Chapter 12 of Nulcunya's book· Tr"htionand Change tD Gtwy. An Introduction 

~m (1991) tided .'Tnbahsm, Bnbery and Conuption', is also oflmponance to 

the work. The author spoke about some of the measWe5 taken by past (jovemments • 

etther mllttary or civll1an to curb the locldenc:eofbriberyand corrupuon. These Include 

setting up of ('ommw.ona of inqUiry, probcs and trials. Nukunya further treeled the 

forms and level.ofcomaprion, MIe1ItJfylng tbereasons for partlcularacts of COrruption 

and why some mdlVid ... b become easily COf1'Upted. 

Addillonally, hetneedaomeofthefaetorsthathavepromotedthelctofbnbery 

and comaption in the Ghanaaan SOCiety to certain behe& and practices of the Ghana.., 

InldUiOnaland contemporarySOC.ebet Accorthngto Nuicunya. the effect! of bribery 

and corruption un be both tlClpbVe and posItive Corruption. to the main, tovolves the 

dlVerslonofpublicpropertyandfuncblOlopmalehands,andtheob\lousneg.atlveeffect 

IS the loss of revenue 10 the scate Such losses may have advene consequences nol only to 

the go .... ernment but Ilso 10 the indiVIduals In the society ThIS means 103s of money for 

developmenl projects and for ocher lOC1al aervic.ea. Nukunya rerterated that, some 
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commen~ 6nd some posftJve elements 10 bribery and corrup'Ion For iftltaDce. 

bnbery may expedtte action rn ,rtuatiOtU where cumbenome bureaucrattc procedures 

crCS'C unnece&aary de1ays Furthermore, the wealth accumulated from corrupt practices 

also 8~ so~mes mto Iftvesbnents, which may help 1ft the development proceu. He 

concluded WIth some luggested soluOOns. wh,,;',h will help solve the twin-evil ofbnbery 

and corruption. Thecontnbutlon OfUllS work to thatofNukunya's IS tbe research into the 

practical sUlpstaken by the rehgJous bodieslgroups to help solve or at leallt mLnlmtsethe 

pr~ce ofbnbery and corruptIOn 1ft the counby 

The baokenutled -'!M..rhurch~~(1998),wnttenbyA Sborter 

and E Onyancha, was of great importance to the work. The work is about a case study 

research earned out by thete two rcsc.rc~ on AJDS. the effects afthe disease on the 

Kenyan society and how Church re1atcd NGO', and the Churches In Kenya are helplRg 

the Government to fight the IPft*I of the dis~ The authon treated, lOlo some detaIl, 

the VUlOUS methods used by the Churchea to fight 1M ~.ofthe AIDS di!>ca.se The 

authors aJso treated the thorny ~ of the USise of condoms IR the prevention of the 

spread of the HfV virus and the nft beN."«n SOf1'lC religIOUS grOUPS, espeCially the 

Cadlohc ('hurch and the Govemmmt, on the promotion and use of condoms This thesis 

bnngs up further. what the major Identified 1eligtous groups are doin8 to help stop the 

spread of the AIDS diseue In Ghana 

~~l2gy(1992).edrted by E Breuillyand M Palmer, has allO 

been of greet beip to the theslS The work is djylded into four main parts Part I hal the 
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Reading, 'WIta'/.J,ltecnJes' This bas to do W1m an mtroductlOft w the environmental 

cnslsandlhefactol'5responsiblcforthecrisls 

Pan 0 has three sub- headinss. '7ne Bible and Ihe natural world', 71te tnflwence 

of rite Bibk on Chn-soan ~lief abowt the natural 'World', and -Prel-ervmg God'.! 

a~unnn' This part IS about some of the fOOts. ofChnstJan thinlung about creabon, the 

eftVlTonment. and the place of the human being within it The writer examines in a 

entlcel way the ImaJeS of nature and the role of hwnan beings in nature With," the 

biblical cont~t Further quesbons lboutthe eJCtent to whIch the Sible can .1ctUilly 

supply us WJth workable models few the Christians· new relabooshlp WIth nature, look ing 

at the history of Christian Ibuse of nature, were also Utlted 

Part ID also has three sub-headings T'beIe are; 'MOtru.Jtlcw,,: An anCIent answer 

10 mode", problems: '51_ FrrutCu Ilnd rct'JoK)" and The Prolestant tradition' This 

section accounli (or the many hlStonQI StrWs for Instance, the Benedictine Movement 

and the teachings of St FranCIS and the ways In which these strands have worked out In 

practice In the p;ut It ktoks at whit the Church m the past had done about nature What 

the teachings oC St FrancIS (the bes1 known ChflSuan Jamt woo Wal very much 

concerned with ecology) wac, and the failure of the FranCIScans to follow the teachings 

of thel1 founder The final MCbon of part three treated the dr&mltlc and the devastatmg 

changes that certain aspo::ts of the Proteltant revolubon Iwought upon the world', 

ocol<>8Y 
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The fourth pert or the book gave a Wide-range analystS of how ChnshanS are 

respondmg to the envuonmental enslS W\dl.ln the Church today The wntet's made n clear 

that the Chuteh has a maJOr role to play In the struggle to save the earth from 

environmental destrucaon. TIus thesIs looks at the role the selected religious bodies are 

playmg 1ft the Ghanaian $OClety 10 help address the environmenllt.! crisis 

on, ' 1M Prohib,,,on of Hn·bery'. '( iifts 10 OlficiGJ3' and the use of ' Hnhery 10 ReJren a 

W"""K' (pp 499.50]) The author diSCussed the posItion of the Holy Qur'.n and tbe 

blamic Shari'ah on glVlfl8 and rcceivinS ofbnbes 

Another blazTlIt book . The (Nr'anlc Foyndatlons and Strugy~~ 

SJw.~ (volume I), bu, in its fint Chlplef, a theme on 'l11eoryofMoral Judgment', that 

diSCUSSes what m<nljudgment II all aboU1 and what the Hal)· Qur·an has to say on it 

The second Chapcer on the topic, • 1M Moral Law' beats the Qur'anic affirmabon 

of the charactenstics of the "'twe of the Moral Law, wrth a brief discussion on Kant's 

Categoncallrnperative 

The 'Ends 1'0 WhiC"h .",~ Mom/I.aw if Directed' comprises the third chapter. 

This chapter looked at the two . r. ..... ·the Immediate and Ultimate wtth irs four. 

dimenSIOnal end These dLmeRSlons Include the Moral and Spiritual Well·belng of the 

Moral Agent. Moral and Sptritual Well·bema of Others. Matcnal Well-being of Others 

andther....1aterial Well.belng of the MOIlII Agent. 

----------
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Cblpter seven of the above book discusses the 'lnlegtuh$lic Motul Plulosophy 

and Co.pnhensrve Moral Code '. It has to do Wlth the treatment of the Qur'amc concept 

of God as an ·ethlcal Being' and His behaviour towards human beings in the ethical way 

TIle wnter established the fact that. 'For human beings to behave ethically or properly, 

they must Imitate God who IS the ethical ideal' The writer also discussed some ethical 

Implications of certain aspects of the Qu,'an~ tcKJungs 

The ·(nteIValed lndrvidWII; &JSlC Ql#alme$ of a M.ulJ",' was the tOpiC for 

dISCUSSion In Chapter eight. ThtS section has to do With the unique nature of the human 

bems m the created cosmos and the quahbCS the human bems (&pcclficalty, the Muslim) 

IS supposed to exhibit Th1i matenal hal helped In my understanding how a Muslim IS 

supposed to behave vd-avil the HIVI AIDS dlSCUC, bribery and corrupbon and the 

The study tw been structured Into sa-en chapters 

lnchapterone, whIch lSthe tntroduction, the researcher states the problem, alms 

and objectives ofthestbdy. scope of work. methodoloBY.literature reVIew, structure of 

work. limitation of the wotk, and relevance of the work The second chapter deals w,th 

thehistoricalbeckgroundoftheselectedreligiousbodialgroups Chapterthreefocuaes 

on the HIV/AIDS menace and the retponse of the religious bod~groups to the menace 

The barth ch.apterueau BnbeTy andCOI'TUptloa in the country and the role beinS 

played by the tdentlfieci reJiSIOUs bodies/grOUps to help find solutton to the problem The 
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fifth ct.pter discusses f..nvtrOnmental degndatioft, focusing 00 the destrucbOn of the 

forest. land, and the mdiscnmlnate throWIng of litter and the role of the religious 

bochafg:roups In finding soluti<Jns to these Crises as stewards of the environment 

The SiXth chapter discusses the findings of the study and assesses the Impact of 

the programmes of the reHgaous bodies/groups. which aimed at helping SOCiety fight 

19a1RSI thc Identified moral and ethical problems. Chaplcrseven concludes the study In 

\Ius chapter, a briefsummary is given on all the ISSUes dlSCUSsed In the various chapters 

The chapter also makes some suggestionsirecommenditlOns to the Rehglous bodies, the 

Government and NO(Y, on what could be done to etfCCbvely confront these problems 

lIMITATION Qf THE WOR!( 

Due to lack of finance and time, the retearcher could not vtSlt the length and 

b,.th of the country to assess the Impact of the programmes of the selected rehglous 

bodiea/groups in tM various RegIOns Only some .elected areas wtle.-e the programmes 

of the rehglOus bodies/groups were bemg Implemented were Visited to a.ssess their 

Impact Also. the unwilhn8'*l of some of the respondents 10 anlwer the structured 

questJonnauesglventodtem.actedasahmllabontothcwork.evenlhoughthlsdidnot 

SlgntficandyalfectthedatathM~obtained 

KELtV A 'jn: Of RESEARCH 

The primary rationale bdund thll study IS to aasess the Impact of programmes and 

actwlbes of the Identified rehglous bodles/Sroups on the ethlCll and moral problems of 

HIV I AlIlS, Bribery aad Corrupbon and F.nVlronmental Degradation The religiOUS 
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leaden and members of the f&Jth community are Opinion leadeD They can therefure 

conb'tbute tremendously. 1R helping to solve the ethical and moral problems of 

HIV/AIDS, Bnbery and Corruption and Environmental Oegradallon, wtuc:h threaten the 

VCI)'SUrYI .... loftheclttzens hls thereforclfT'IperativelOknowwtlatp~ctlcalstepsthese 

religtousbodtcsfJ1OUP1 are takml 10 help solve the problems raised 

Further, the findinp Ofthll research WlII be I source ofstudy maumal for current 

and future researchen, sNdents, religious leaders and then followers 
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CHAPTER TWO 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROt'C'lO OF THE 
RELlGJOl "S BOOlESIGROt'PS 

rnF. CATHOLIC CHIIRCH IN GHANA 

The Good News about Jesus Christ that WU preKhed by Apostles did not reach 

Wut Afuca unlll the end of the 15th century Although all of North Africa became 

Catholic dunng the first centuries. when many martyn died there for refusing to worshIp 

the pagan emperors of Rome. the Gospel penetJated beyond the Vlst c!l.panse of the 

Sat.n.de5ert.' 

Catholic Church In The Soutbern Sector Of Ghana 

It was through the concerns oftbe Klng of Portugal, Pnnce Heruy the NaVIgator, 

• devout Catholic. who sendmg btl ships out year after yell 10 find a way to West Africa 

and thenc:eto thc South and Easlem Afi"ica that the Chmtlan Faith was first lRuoducedlO 

theWestAfncancoast Z 

~!!::;'iA('lOOO).DI..bIo..3JKC.kC"wH·"'[}inq:s9fAW' Ac:aa. Clllllltoaic: Book 

' .... 
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In the Gold C(Ut, thefust mass of the ponuguese Cathohcs was offered on the 

sandy bach of Elmtna on the lOr}, of January 1482 ' By Mass, we mean a communion 

5ef'VtU wheJe SpecllJ bread and wme representtng the ' Body' and ' Blood ' respectively of 

Jesus Chnst are shared among Chnstlans who have gathered for that purpose 

By 1554, the Km8 of Portugal feall7..ed that the CathohcChurch would never be 

establtshed by the Chaplains; paid officials that they were. Thelfloose life and greater 

intcreslln SOld or gam hindered any effective evangehution of the natives Real 

mw.onann were needed, men belonging to. Religious Order, who lived in poverty and 

worked In groups. Onty among them could z.cel be found for the task as well as the 

conttnurtyinthework. ' 

The King. however, experienced difficulty finding Portuguese mlSSlonanes for 

the laftd of Mlna (as Gold Coat wu first named), as the Jesuit Order, whIch was first 

approached . dechned for lack of sufficlleftt pcnonnel at the bme It was not until 1572, 

ninety yean after the PortugUHe saIlors bUilt the Elmlna castle, which the tim 

mlSSlonanes arm'ed on the cout.. They were Ponuguese Augustlnlans. who went oul 

Intothevlllaaes. hvlngamongthepeople, shartnatM-trhfeandfood TheymltllUyhad 

some successes as they made adult convens and chiefs and baptiMd then followers.' 

'~~.~.(I96S)'~~~C~c.eCOlSt.c.u:~ 

:~(2000). opca., . 2 
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After tour years, howeYa', and for reasons not well known. the poople of Komenda and 

f.guafu attacked the Monks, 101*1 them and rans.acked the (,hurch.· 

After thIS dreadful event, mlSSK)ft&ne5 were no longer sent to the West rout 

(Gold ("out) Th05, the fint orglUuzed attempt to plant the Church (CatholicISm) among 

the people ended In afaih1re 

The Portuguese crown In the land of Mlna began to decline Gold was also no 

longer so plentJful even thouSh the Spice and silk trade Wlth the Far East, via the Hom of 

AfrIca, had become prosperous. At the same tJme. the power of the Protestant nations of 

nortbem F.urope was growmg. After a struggle between the Protestant nations and 

Ponuguese Cathohcs for five decades. lhe fonner eventually captured POl1uBarS last 

sttonghuld. the fort at A:s.lm The Proteitant nations lOok complete control of the coalt, 

malungfurtherCathohcmlSslonaryeffortsuseless OCC85lOnaleffonswetestillmadeby 

Ca1hohc m''''onan'' on succeodingy ..... but all ended ,. d, .... 1 fa,lu ... ' If \ ~I 

.'.oth", attempt to evangeli .. the I>C<'PIe of lheGold Coast =ne ~c~ 
EDglishman, Slf James ManhaJl .• former AnglICan Priest who had converted to _. I 

CatholiCIsm, and a long tune judge til the Gokl Coul SIr James had wished to become a 

Catholic Pnest. but had lost an ann and It LJ .ItnClrv~tMtftOcripplecan beordanted In 

the Catholic Churcb In hiS desire to see Catholicism eSlabllshed in the Gold Coast. he 

wroR through the English papers, requesting tor CatholIC miutonanes for the Gold 

Coast He funher wrote to the Cathohc Fathen 1ft l...qos when M: hearne acquainted 

·Pf_(l965).~ca ... l'" 
' a.c...t(2000),op. cit.,:z 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



with the Soa~kU MmrtNrtOrl ad Afros - SocIety of AfrIcan Missions (SMA) missionanes­

who were working there, to extend thetr mISSIon field to the Gold Coasl' 

The SMA mlsslonanes In Lagos also wrote to their supenors In Europe pleading 

for mwaonaries to be sent to the Gold Coast The Rome Cardmals hcsltated because the 

Gold Coast had become known as the ' White Man 's Grave' That IS, a country where no 

Europmns could escape tropical diseases and death. They evt:l'ltually agreed and created 

the Apostolic Prefecture of the Gold COllSt This melnt that. the ,upenor of the 

ml5SKmanes C'\'angeltzrng the land would do rton behalfofthe Holy Father TheSoClelas 

MiWOIUnff ad Afros was thereby given the green light to ex1end theu ml"IOn work to the 

Gold Coast This was 1ft late I g7<). Father Planque who took over the leadership of SMA 

deaded to send hthen Auguste Moreau (33) and Eugene Murate (31) to Elmtna to re-

ealllbllSh the Catholic faith in the Gold Coast The two men am'led at ElmIRa on the 18111 

of May 1880 They landed at the beach abovd a British warship But Father MUTate 

med on tne Sa. of August 11480,1011 than three months after hiS arrwal In the Gold Coast 9 

Father Auguste MOC'8aU - to be known as the Father of Ghanaian Cathohclsm,­

moved out of me ho~1 where he was lodging. Into a s pacIous howe ThIS house later 

became the fiBt Catholic Mlseton School In Gold Coast The opemng of the MtaSion was 

attended Wilt. remarkable sua:eu as Father Moreau ' s school was at once crowded and 

could no longer accommodate the people In January 1881. hI! work began to show 

AllUh as he bapti7.ed fifteen boys and save them the first Holy CommunIon .-

·r~(2000).Gp. CIIf . • . I" 
-Pf_0965"."Qippl ... 17 
" a.eJ M. ll'tS6).C~Pjpppr.W!!l~~C~_Rc:yuoIckUl'I.7ff 
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father Motelu learnt the local Fante tanpap He wrote the rust Fante 

Cated'llsm and translated the Cathohc hymns Into Fante Through the school, many lay 

apostles emerged Amana them was FrancIs WIUlam HalZei Cobblna who played an 

Imponamrole In the evangelizabon o{thepeople of Cape Coasl 

In 1886, Father Moreau 's health broke down Years of hard work and lack of 

good food had ..... eakened hlm consIderably HIs doctor ordered him to 80 for sick leave 

in F.U1ope On h~ way home, he dled and wu buried 11 sea near Axlm n Father Pellat 

succoeded him. With the hetp of Fn.ncis Wilham Haizel Cobbln&. Father Pellat opened 

the {oUoWlng statIOns, Agana, Shama. Brenu-Akylftlm. Adjua and Cape Coast 

The penod between 1 FIR€> and 1892 had been good penods for the Gold Coast 

Catholic MissIon Three resident sWlons .. ElmiRa, Cape Coast and Keta had been 

anabhshed and the ~\lhSSlon also had many convens 1893 was, however, to be a tIme of 

great tnals A number of missionanea died Newly opened stahons were closed down 

due to the frequent deaths. for instance. 1ft Elmu, .. Cape Coast and Keta there were 

desperate and unendingltnlglea with diSease. poveny and death. The Yellow Fever was 

ofallthetloplcsldlSease5, thernostdangerousfurtheEuropeans lz 

The Bntlsh Governor and some of the foreign Cathohcs. who lived In Accra. 

wrote to father Joseph Pallet aslang him to found a ~IUlon In AcCQ, The request was 
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gramed.and Fathers Ono Hilbem'and Eugene R.aeses arnved In Accra in Januaty 1893 to 

ltattaml.UlOnthere lJ 

The good re$um chalked by the mtsSlOnanes In the Gokl Coast In less than twenty 

years en<:ouf1lged the Holy See to elect (create) an Apostolic Vlcanate In the Gold COUl 

Thll creation took place on the 12110 of May 1901 ThIS meant that the MiSSIon would 

henceful'th beruled,on beh.alfofthe Holy Father(Pope),bya Bishop 

Father Albert MaxlIIlIlan, a German member of the SMA was then consecnted In 

Europe as the tint Bishop of the Gold Coast During a VISit to ElnuRa, Bishop Albert 

was .. ken III. He was hOSpltall7ed In Elmma a few months, and went on a sick leave but 

died pceufully In his native country Germany, on Dooember IS, 190]. Before his death, 

he asked that his hean be taken to Cape Coat. the MISSion he had loved so dearly.14 

BlAhop bldore Klaus was then appointed as the second Apostohe Vicar He assumed his 

new office on the 2~ of November. 1904 Bishop Klaus aiM) died In 1905 , after one 

)"CUofhlS assumptJonofoffice If 

On Apnl 12, 1906. Bishop Ignatius Hummel. a Frenchman. became the new and 

thUd Apostohc VlCar of the Gold Coast By the bme he amved, the total number of 

C&tbohcs In the fi ve residential statlons of Elmma. Cape Coast., KetI, Saltpond, Axlm 

.... d chetf outstabons was seven thOUMnd five hundred (7.500) Bishop Hummel worked 

bard to see to the estabhshmeat of several Catholtc Misstoaa aad schools m the Gold 

22 
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COUIandthestrenBtf\nungofelU$Ungooes Hediedtn 1924 afteretghteen years of hard 

work In the Gok! Coast At hIs funeral. the Governor of the Gold Coast Slid, 'OlShop 

Hummel bad dOGe more than anybody else to lay a good foundation of Chnstian 

education' Oeforebediedbebadmorethan80schooIsLnhisV1canateL~ 

Father Ernest Hauger ( 1925·1932) became the fourth Apostolic Vicar of the Gold 

Caul He landed at Cape Coast on the 20dlofNovanb«. 192!5 11 

The Cathohc ('hurch contmued to expand across the country with the creation of 

dioc:aes, the appomtment ofbisbops, the estabh$hment of new stations (panshes), 

sc.hoo"andheaJthmstrtubolU 

The stattstlcal suney of the Catholic Chu~h tn Ghana shows a study growth from 

1880 when the first two SMA mISSionaries, Fathers Auguste Moreau and Eugene Murate 

landed In Elmma. AI at December 2000. the number of Catholics 10 Ghana was two 

milltOllfourhundredandtwentyfow-thousa.nd(2,424,OOO)outofaboutapopulationof 

",ghteen mllhon four hundred and \en thou.und (18,410,000) with 18 diocese, 318 

pu1.hesand21 blShops,out of which 1 are'etlredII 

~ 
.... '~. lC·"', . . 

< ,. 
~~ 1/ .-:. ' 

:~~{I980).op. cilP22 

s..~"'~ofdte(""'(2000). Ro.c..~VIb:aatPn:.(l...ilnNFdtIric:eV" __ ) 
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Catbolic Cburcb 10 Nortbern Gbana 

Catholic Chrisbanity was Introduced In Northern Ghana In 1906 by the 

Missionary Society of Our Lady of Amc:a, then popularly known as the Whrte Fathers 

(WF) 19 A Frenchman , Cardinal U Vlgtria, who wa the Archbishop of Aiglers, was the 

founderoftheAssocdtton He ruled that before attempting to convert the heathen. hi! 

miuionanes should try to raemMe as much as possible, then Afncan brethren 10 dreu, 

food and the way they ITVCd The White Fathers tJavelled In Caravans like the Arabs, 

moved down south .cross the Sahara to the Sudl'ln. Their miss ionary actiVities c.Iltended 

to Waga-Dugu (Ouagadougou). present day Burkma l-MO, The people called them White 

F.thet'S bec.use they always SIIW them dressed In white In fact,thelT habit was chosen to 

rtwemble AJab clouung. a gondoura Of robe and a burnous that is a cape with a hood 

To ,how that they weft Chnstwls, they wore roslnes around their necks instead of the 

stripa ofbe.ds worn by the Muslims. Two of the White Fathers - Morin and Chollet left 

Wap-OOgu on Apnl, 1906 and entered Navrongo m the wne month.XI The people 

liVing In Navrongo ~e Moslems .nd papns It was reported that lradrtional pnesu 

who feared the stranget\' influence told their people that.. Ifth~ went nearer to them, the 

White men would cakh them and eat them. So for the fust year, the Fathers mostly saw 

people runnlO~ a~ from them But with ume, some tndlV1duals beaan to appreciate 

what: the Fathers Wft'e doina. After all, they had cured many diseases which the 

badibonal pnests could not cure, and they asked for no payment 

24 
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The people also accepted the gospel message and some were evefl baptized. And 

Just. rt had tu.ppened In the south, small outstabOftS began 10 blossom round the central 

idation ofNavronao.tl The Jtrapa and KaJeo MIssIons ~ estIblJshed in 1929 and 1932 

rcspectlvely In July 1933, the Apostohc Prefecture of Navrongo was elected mto a 

Vlf;:anace. the founh tn the Gold Coast and MonsIgnor Monn became lIS first Bishop 22 

The CatholIC Church m the northern part of Ghana has since 1933 grown steadi ly Wlth 

the C$1ablishmenl ofpanshes and preaching posts in towns and villages. As 312000, the 

north hu five dIOceses W1th four bishops and one archbishop. 

The fiBI GhanaIan to be consecrated as a bishop was John Kodwo Amlssah This 

took place on August 16, 1957 in Cape COUl23 GhanaIAns, thereafter, wert con5ecrated 

Blthops In qUick successIOn For example' 

o The RI. Reverend Peter Kwasl Sarpong was consecl1lted as a Bishop on 8l1li 

March. 1970 

o The RL Reverend Dominic K.. AMoh wa5 consClCl1lted a BIshop on October 3 .... 

1971 

o The Rl Reverend Rudolph Akanlu W3$ consecrated as a Bishop on March 31M, 

1973. 

o The RL Reverend FrancIS A Lodonu was consecrated as a Bishop on June 29th 
1973 . 

o The Rl Reverend James Kwadwo Owusu waa consecnated as a Bishop OD June 
3cf",197Jl-I 

j' Pf.a(I96\I.OP. cilpp. 60-61 
u ..... , 91 
;·"""(I9atlOPea.p)2 
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Accordlng 10 the Code of Canon Law - the Constitution of the worldWlde Catholic 

Church. nelghOOun", Churches a~ grouped mto EccleslllStK:a1 proVinces, WIth certain 

defined terntof'le5_ The purpose of dus grouprng IS to promote, accordmg to the 

circumstances of persons and place, a common pastoral action or platfunn of vanous 

nelghOOunng dioceses, and more closely, to foster relations between the diocesan 

BIsho~ IS TIus led to the sethng up of the Ghana Cathohc Bishops Conference and the 

Catholic National Seaetanat in 1960 The laner ts to Nn and coordmate the affairs of 

the former. The Conference IS basically made up of the various diocesan Archbishops 

and bishops and is ruponsible for all major deciSions concerning the Cathol.c Church In 

G+\ana. The fint Secretary-Geneflll of the Bishops Conference was Rev Father O'leary 

and the current (as at 2003) is Monslsoor Joseph AnJaah. The secretanat IS made up of 

nmc autonomous Departments The nme depanme1'lts are, Education, Ecumenical 

RdaUOft!, Soclo-Eoonomic AffAin, Health, Soaal Communications, National CatholM:. 

ServteeCentre, Pastoral Action, Clcrgyand Relations and Catechetlcal Section 26 

Renewal In The ('atbolic Cburc;:b - Worldwide 

In 1959. Pope John XXII announced an cctlmem~1 Councd or gathering of all the 

BtShopa oft;he workS. The Pope had asked the Church to pray that this Counal would be 

a 'new PentC!COSt' This ecumenical CouncIl meeting beeame known as the Vatican J1 It 

WII held 18 fow sessions Wl!hln a tfuco.year penodatthe Vatican. in Rome(1962-1965) 

At thiS mecttng. me BIShops outhocd a vtllon of renewal in all UCIU of Catholic life 

"'o...Ia(l91O).op .. " . JS.16 -

~~~(19Il)'~o;of~LoDdoa,c...r.-&Dl-lfGpcrCoiliu 
-o.u.h O"").op. c;iI: p 16 
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undeqtandlnBoftheCburchand Itsrok: In the world, lilurgy, roles of clergy, religious 

and Iarty, ecumenilm. mISSIOftlJ)' actIVtty and communications The Bishops completed 

the lui session In December, 1965 and returned bome to begm to make thts 'new 

PentecoSI'reaJUlthetrdiooeses.Z7 

This chansmahc renewal movement began In the {Tnited States In February 1967 

A group ofUnlversrty students al Duquesne UniveB~ in Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania made 

• retreat In whlt~:h they experienced a deep Infilhng of the Holy Spirit. which they later 

named the ' Baptism of the Holy Spirit' Their lives were transfo""ed Jesus became real 

to tbem and each gave his 01 her hC8rt to Him. the scnprure became a hVInS word; the 

sacnmeat became powerful ttmes in the Lord'iprescnce They found out that they had 

new zeal m preaching the Gospel and 5t1rVmS othen In Jove. To pnllse God and to fonn 

COmmllnltHe, people began to meet lOsetherfor pnoyer meetIngs In which they spent time 

In prBl'lng and wor1hlppmg the Lord, W1tncssmg to the Lord' s power In tbeir lives. USing 

the spmtual gifts such as tongues and prophecy, bearing scnptural te.chmgs and 

IJrtertedlng for the needs of the Church and the \YOrid The students found that the gifts of 

the Splnt mentioned lJl Scripture (I Connduans 12, Romans 12) were bemg gIven to 

tbem.:I 

The tint Chansmatic JK*yer Groups (Catholic Chammatlc renewal movements) 

bep) in Ghana In 1970. Smce thea, the renewal haa expeneneed a study growth 

numllnc.Uy and In-depth faith ronnabon The renewal enjoys the appro'lal and suppon 

of the Ghana Bishops' Conference About ODe thouaand prayer groups W1th 

:=-I-...J. (I991).09. I*I,.67 
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apprOXlINtefy fifty tbousaad members are now active In all the eighteen dioceses of the 

country The Renewal IS making an 8J"PI't!Ctabie Impact on the quahty ofhfe and depth of 

faith formabon ofGhana.an Cathohcs The kenewallS cUlT'ftltiy one of the fiLst-growlng 

groups In the local Cburches. By renewal. we mean the acttvtUes that hitherto, had never 

been expenenced or practiaed in the Cathohc Church For Inscance, the estabhshment of 

pByer cell. In all the Panshes, $peakmg 10 Tongues dUring prayer sessions and the 

hokltngofdeliveranceandbealmgservlccsatthePanshes 

A Nanonal Servtce Team (NST) composed of the eIghteen Diocesan Co-

ordinitOfS and AssIStants across the country dU1:ct the won: of the Renewal In Ghana. A 

.... en·member National fxecutlve Team, which Includes a pne:it who IS the Episcopal 

Liailon with the BIshops' Conference and a Layman who IS the full-time Nauonal Co· 

ordmator of the movement, handles the day·to-day affairs of the Renewal.19 

The Cathohc Church tn Ghana is concerned about the healing ofthc whole man .It 

acknowiedles that the health strVices are a continuatIOn of the Heahng ~linistry. whIch 

Chnst exerc:ited whIle on earth. ThlS r.liution I) In line with Chnst's own manIfesto as 

found In Luke4:18 (cf.lsalah61.1) 'T7teS".ntoJdreLordlttu been Riven lome.forM 

htu a1tOl",~d "Ie (refcmna usually to a conseaated person to carry olittheaul~n",eots or 

the commandment! oftbe Lord) He has senl '* to bnng the Rood nrw, 10 tJre POOT, fa 

proclu,,,, 1,ltf!rty to captrves and 10 give ,lte b/,tJJ new SIgh" to $el the down trodden free. 

'0 procJtziM lite Lord:' yeQT oJlawn.T. ' 

" 11sn-"-"-J {l997J. op. a. p. 68 
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PuU:mg tlus Prophecy Into concrete acbon., the Cathohc Church IA Ghana has from 

the: 1950testabhshed many hCllhh InsntutJons.espcclally In the matglAahzed ruJaI areas 

Asal2002. the Church could boastof'l Hosprtals. 66 C'hmcs (all ofwhtch havePnmuy 

Heatth Care centre!! attached). S Large Pnmary Health Cve centres, 40 home-based 

mv/ AIDS prognmmes at Pn.mso (.), Agroyesum (6), Agomenya (IS). Akwatla (8) and 

Bator (7) and ~ natura' Family PlanningIFarmly Life Education centtts at Wa , Tama~, 

Sunyant. JUmasl, Ho and Kpandu 10 The Church's H-.lth Debvery Services together 

W1th those of other Chnstlan Churchc<> constitute 400/, of the health delivery services In 

thewhotecounuyn 

To facilitate socw devek>pment, the Church has set up variOUS structures and 

systems that arc vIsibly present at all the levels of her orp.llzmonaJ hierarchy_ In ~e 

vanous diOceses In Ghana. there aJe such offices as devetopment offices and health 

dCf*1ments. In pursuance of the SOCICHICGnonuc uphftrnent of the people, the Catholic 

Church In Ghana has W1dertaken variOUS developmental prOjects or programmes. wtuch 

Include 

(al Arncwtu~ - An I.-o.e ('~ntMg AC1ivity 

Th,s IS centr.llto die development process of die Church The focus IS on how to 

help poorfarmcn In the rural areas generate Income by increulng output levels and 

IMproYlft8 tbeir hV1ng standards WIthout compromlSulg theenv1fonmcnt For example, In 

the Oamongo dKK:-eSe and the Arc:hdtOcese of Accra. support was given to about 24 

f'armmaaroups In the fonn ofex1eoslOO educahon and the supply offann inputs 
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nilS It bem! undertaken to help the TUBI poor e5pecWly the women, to generate 

Income to Improve thetr lIvlna ooodiuoDS. Here, USlstance IS given m the form ofskilis 

tratnlll8 and proVISIOn oftnpuu to enable them undertake VIable economIC: ventures For 

eumpIe, In the Ardldloceses of Accra and Cape Coast. about 8 groups are bang 

supported annually WIth credit faClhtles to undertake prOJecu that Include, fish smolang. 

kenlu:yproductton, breadbaktng.makmgofbattk,tJeanddyeanddrcssmaklRg 

(e) . ·orm.IJo.:duntion 

1be good (onnati\e)'SlS of children acadenuca.lly and monlly through formal 

educabon has long been a pnonty area of acnon by the Church, To date, the Cathohc 

('hurch ofGhan. ha to 115 endl' Kmdergartens (903), PnmlU)' (1747), Junior and Senior 

StCOndary Schools (728), Asncultural Insbtubons (3), Teacher Tramtng Collcges (8), 

and TechRlcal and VocaDoaa1 Schools (SO), The Church hu also established a 

Unlvenity College at F~ In the Brong Ahafo Regton 

(d) R .. r.I\\.lerSupefy 

The Church has provided I ,8'i7 bordloles. 426 hand-dul wells and ,lR small-scale dams 

mthevariousdiocelanpamheoacr08sthecountryasat 1997 11 

The Adrninistr.tive Structure Of The Catholic Church 

The Pontiff' (pope) who reside! In Rome heada the woddWlde Catholic Church 

The Pope IS the finaJ allthority InaJl mauersafftcbngtheChurch 
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n.e h.erarchlcal rtructure of the Catholic Church IS as follows 

(1) The ROllian Pontift'{Pope) 

(2) TbeColegeofRishops 

the Supreme Head of the Church 

(EcumenIcal COUncIl) 

The CoUege of BL!bops exercIses Its power over the unlVernl Church tn solemn form In 

III ecumenIcal councll.u 

(3) The Synod of 8ishops. A group ofBLShops selected from different parts oftbe 

wortd fonns the Synod ofBlshop$ They meet together at specified times to promote the 

close relanonshlp between the Roman Pontiff and the Bishops. The group assists the 

Roman PontIff In the defence and development of math .nd mof8ls IS well as the 

prCSCJVatlon and strengthemng of ecclesIaStical discipline The Synod of BIshops also 

discus5eS matteR proposed \0 it and sets forth reconunendauOfts.:W 

(4) . ;t:deawtiul P ... "iIKe/Episl:opal Confuul:e' Neighbounng partIcular 

C'hurches arr lO be grouped Into e<:clcslllstlcal proVlnces. with a certaIn defined trrrttory 

1M puspote of thlJ grouptng IS to promote. according to the circumstances of persons 

and pJ.ce. a common putonll aChon of vanOUi neighbounng dioceses, and foster closer 

relations among diocesan Buhops. The Ecclesiastical Province orEplscopal Conference. 

as a pcnnanenl Insmubon. " to be the assembly of the RtShops of a country or of the 

ten1lory. exeras,mg topdIer c.er1am paslOral offices for Chnst'. falthfuls of thai tcmtory 

or country. The EpISCOpal Conference make& geneBl drcrees only In cases where the 

________ ------1 
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lImvenallaw bas so prac:nbcd. Of by special mandate of the Apostolic See. either on Its 

own IQltlabveor U the ~uest of the Conkrence Itself )) 

The Admiaistrlltive Structure Of Tbe Ghanaian Catbolic Cburch 

The Ghanaian Catholic Churdl has been grouped Into four major ecc1eswbcal 

provmces The ProVInces ate made up ofa number of Dlo~es put together. They are 

A(lCI"a provmce compmln& Accra, Kofondua. Ho, Keta-Akatsl and Jaslbn dioceses. As 

III present., 11 15 headed by Arehbtshop DominiC K Andoh lbe Kumas! pro\-·mce, made 

up of the diOCeses of Kumast, Obuul, Sunyani. and Konongo-Mampong ThiS IS he«ded, 

Ullpresent.,byArchbl$hopPderKweslSarpong 

Archbishop Peter Turbon is the Cutmlt held of the Cape Coast province that 

conailb of Cape Coast, Sekondi-Takoradt and WIUO dioceses. The Tamale province 

conaisu of Tamale. Wa. Bolgatanga-Navrongo, Damongo and the Vendi diOCeses and is 

alaocumntly headed by Archbtshop GregoIy KpJebl4ya 

These provtnces come together to fonn the Ghana ('athollC Bishops' Conference 

(EpiSCOpal conference), the decislon-makmg body of the GbanaCatbollc Church It most 

be made ck:ar, however, that every provmce and the diocese can sometimes take 

decLSlons Wlth regards to how they are run, depending upon whether the dCCl.$10n lS a 

~Cburcltll98-4).opci1. PP.gl-82 
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THE SAl VATION ARMY IN GHANA 

The SalvatIon Army m Ghana has Its roots In England Wilham Booth, a natlve of 

Nottingham, In England, stuUld 11 William Booth was conYeftfld to Chnstianrty at the 

aae of 15 He was Inv1ted to take chafBe of the Spalding (Lmcoinshlf''e) Methodist 

CII't;U1t. which had emtnced the Methodist Reform Movement" 

WIlham 8<loth became a student of Theology In London under Dr Wilham 

Cooker Will,am Booth became popular through hiS reYtval servlCC$ in Bostol. Guernsey 

and the Staffordshire Due to some miSunderstandings Wlth hiS superiors. Booth resigned 

from the \.1ethodlSt Church m 1861.Jl In the letter orreslgnahon. Wilham Hooth said . 

. KnoWIng that the future WIll most convincingly either Vindicate or condemn my present 

acbon. I am content to await for I1S verdlct·)I nus .......... to say thll the future would be 

the best Judge of his f'eSlgnatlOfl from the Methodist Church 

On Sunday r July. 1865, William Booth was Invited by the East London Special 

ServiCes Committee to conduct the fint ofa senes of Church sen'lces In 3. tent erected on 

a disused bunaJ ground m White Chapel In England After the servIce the people, 

Impreued on him to gIve himself up and stay there as thetr leader ThIs compelled him 

10 found an agency (fellowship) QllI!d 'The WI London (,hn$b&n RevIVal Soc:tety', 

which laler became known as the 'East London Chnsban MlJatoD', Wilham Booth and 

~~J~'r}'~~_S~AlJn.:.lbI~~..,~. <;IAJbua . ClIDprJ:w 

"'blc1p6 
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h,siOl~r.ced.lotofhostilityandindij'fereru::e.cspeclallyfromtheatbelS1S 

Wilham and bn followen held thetr meetmg5 in tents and later In dancang saloons 

llte core ofbs &achIng was on 'hohness' and ' salvatl.on' of the indiv1dual I' In 

18()Q. the name oftbe fellowship was changed to the 'Chnsuan MIssion' due to the 

establ..,hmentofsomeofthe fellow,'ups outslM East London, .tareas such as Edinburgh 

and Norwood The name of the MISSion was changed again in \878 to ·SlI.h'atlon 

Army' .. They chose the MW name because the membera of the fellowship were 

behevedto be fighltng for God and thell.lvabon of the people against the powers of 

datknetsandevil Mslitarytideewereadopted,unif'onnsslmtLartothatofthemilitary 

..... ere chosen to be used by the leadenhlp of the Church, and Slatlons rece~yed the name 

Corps Wilham Booth became known as 'The Captaln , ·1 

The mono of the Salvation Anny IS 'Blood and fire ' , the blood representmg the 

blood oftbe Lamb of God (Jesus Chnst) and the fire represenbng the Holy SPlnt or Holy 

Ghost of God 

One of the leading pnnclples upon which the Salvation Anny IS based" the right 

o(women to equal share W11h men In the work of the Army, The founder and hIS W1fe 

belteved that If women were given equal opponunltles with men, they would prove to be 

at par with then men counterparts mtellectually, mondly and spiritually q 
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Prom 1880 onwards. the Salvation Army found It neccssIJY to embark on 

outreach programmes Into other commun;bes (countnes) A. native of the Gold Coast 

(now Ghana), King Hudson, also known as Amoako Alta. was the first to Introduce the 

Satvatton Anny faith to QhanalAns He came from Agona Ouakwa 10 the Cen~l Region 

According to Major Samuel Kwao Oklah. one of my infonnants, In December, 

1920,firebrokeoutIR AmoIlko Attah's petrol stabon and dMlroyed all hIS acquIred 

properties mctudinl hIS house. As. result of this. he travelled to London 10 seck greener 

pastures While In London. he became IRvolved In the activities of the Salvauon Anny 

and later felt &hat God was calbll8 hdl'l to be an officer In the (Anny) Church He entered 

the SalvattOn Army Officers Tramlnl College In London 

At his oomml5Slonmg and ordmattOn. KIng Hudson Amoako Atta (later to be 

knOYITI as Lieutenant K.!nS Hudsoo) .... 'M appointed to pioneer the work of the Salvation 

Army tn the Gold Coast m 1922. Lieutenant KIPS Hodson Amoako Atta opened the first 

SalvatIon Army Chul'(:h m htS hometown, Agona Duakwa on the 22Dd August. 1922 HIS 

first converts were some famIly members and other town folks From Duakwa.. the Army 

spread to other parts of the country From 1922 to date, there are 236 Churches known as 

Corps or SOCIeties, whIch are grouped under diVISions and districts I«OSS the country 

1ne Ghana Temtoty ofibe SalvatIon Anny has Its he.dquar1"",, In Cantonments, 

Accra., under the leadershIp of the Temtonal Commander The ,nternatlOnal head of the 

worldwtde Sah·atlon Anuy Church IS m Bntaln 
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Social Work 

From Ita mception the SaIVibon Anny has pwsued a hohsbc a~h to the 

development of the hUmin be1ng Its motto. ' Heart to God and Hand to Man ' has nol 

onlybeen.mottobu,onetbat1Stobe~lsednattonwide 

In 1950. the Salvation Anny slarted medical and social work In the country with 

the establishment of climes In the rural communities to address the health needs of the 

Praml)'. the Saivmon Army has ele'\leT'l (II) Hospitals and ('hmcs and 

Reb.tuhtatlon centres kx:Itrd in the foUOWlnK areas 

Sa and Agona Duakwa In the Central Region 

Allum,. Alum Weocru In the Eastern ReBlon 

Wtamoase In the Asante Region, and 

Adlldu ..som. In the Volta Region .0 

The Rehabdiwtlon centres take cue of persons With mental disorders, epdepsy and 

cettamotherhua.ndlMblbue& 

lntbelaaerpct oftbe 1990, the Medical and SocialleMce Dep.ltment(MSD). 

wtucb IS In charge of the heBlth aad SOCial services of the Gharwan Temtol)', Inuoduced 

------
;~~m.Ma)OCSawdKwaoOU"lhchlll&a......OffiDa:of ... eSa/v.-AnDy 
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prosramrne& 1ft almost .11 Its clinics, which were auned at curbing the spread of the 

HIVJAIDS disease. We !hall dtScuss more about thIS In chapter three of thiS work 

The SaJvatJon Army IS also involved In other socw SCf\ICCS With the groWlng 

number ofstreet chlldren to Accra, and the rapid spread of Sexually TT1Insmltted Diseases 

(SID) among the street children, the MSD has stepped In to help Improve the 

fept'oducuvl: health of the street 'gul mothers' and the street chddren tn general lnthlS 

rqprd, the MSD, In collaborahOn wrth the Govemment and some Non-Governmental 

Organwlhons such as the ~hmstry of Heahh, Nabonal AJDS Control Units. Planned 

Parenthood Assoclatlon of Ghana (PPAG). United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

and Cathohc Achon fOr Street Children (CAS), have set up. centre called A"id •• o Fit! 

(Hope home) at MamObl1R Aan. to loca1eand to take ca.reofsbU1'glrl mothers' and 

thelt children. The centre helps to improve then welfare by pI'OV\dmg them with medical 

treatmcru and VOCIbonal training in uas such 1:1 breld making, TIe and dye and batik 

makma The centre also provides vocatiON I tnlllnlRg skills for people such as prostitutes 

who had qUIt prosbtutlon They get lhese prostitutc:s after VIS11J n g the vanous places 

where they engaged in prOititution and appeahng 10 them to glVc up prostItution and avad 

themselves for thiS free skill tninlftg ThOM: who give up prostllutlon are then engaged In 

thetratnms 

On~ of the training centres '1'00 loc:.tted at Adaklu..5ofa In the Volta Region 

Vocabonaiskillstaughltheremclude,Bread makIng, soap and bcadarnaklngt' 
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ISLAM IN GHANA 

The rehglOus mfluence of Islam spread to the then Gold Coast (now Ghana) 

through Muslim traders and teachen (especially those from the Mende tnbe) who were 

In.fluenced by or were themselves scholars and elents of Islam ~ 

Iltrough trade. these Mende Muslims bad made their presence feU In modem 

Ghana by the end of the IS· century In the 14805, the Mende were reported to hive 

engaged m bUYln8 slaves brought fi'om Benin and Cooso to be sold .1 Elmina In Ghana 

The development of these northYo'Cftem and nOltneastem trade routes dunns the 16· 

century by the Mende and Hausa was Vrf}' In. .. trumental In the eltabltshment of islam in 

Ghana H By IIJ7 •• ccording to Fuher. Muslims were reported to be hVlng In Ashantl , 

numbenns about three hundrcd pcoplc'" 

TH. AIlMADIYYA MUSliM VlISSION IN GHAM 

The Abnwdiyya Movement of Islam wu founded m March. 1889 by Hazrat 

Mirza Gbulam Ahmad (1135·1908) of Qadlln. a small town 10 Pun".b, India ..0 Ghulam 

clauned to be the Mahdi (one wbose advent heralds the end of a peood) ofblam and was 

branded as a heretic and an Imposter by orthodox Muslims. The movement claims to be 

;:~~~7B~i-~ .. ~.Fl=d .. MA~~Io&eDepartulallFarTllc 

~~·=i.!!n!:nI~~~II.ondoca.cw.d~Pre...P. 117 
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a nMval of Islam m its pnstme punty as preached and practised by the Holy Prophet of 

islam and that Ahmadlyya alone rtands as the true Islam ~ 

Mu'ZA Ghulam began bavtng V1SlonS and dreams II the age of 40, which he later 

clannod to be dIVine revelatJoos. The culmmaboo of thiS revelabon was In 1888 when he 

claimed to have been commiSSioned by God (Allah) to .nlhlle disciples Into his fold 

Thus In 1889. he had about 40 people pledgmg their alieglAna: to him ,. 

To dlittngulsh his group from the rest of the Muslims (the orthodox), he chose to 

can his teachmgs Ahmadlyyah and hIS followers Ahmadis This name was chosen 

because Ahmad, another fonn of the twne Muhammad. symboltsn a specific 

manlfestatton oflhe prophet Muhammad 

The claIm of Ghul;lm Ahmad thai he was. reflection of Muhammad Imphed that 

there was no need for ~ new book ('\Cripture) or law, hence the Ahmadi, use of the Quran 

as thCttf law and scnpture Ahmadis refer to themselve!J as JDmtJruf-Ahma,J,yyah, that is 

the Ahmadlyya Community. The spiritual htad of the worldWIde movement IS 

under the tttle Khahfatul-Masib. that IS Successor to the Messlah-Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 

Abmad.H 

The Ahmadlyya Muslim movement II orpruzed Into JamQQl Of what IS known as 

community The international or the worldWlde JDWlQQt tS headed by the Caliphate, the 

~ =-:::-"'(l978)'''. ciI'''''72 
~ Wp16 
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nnW head of the wortdWlde.kunaats. lc also has tbevarious national orcountJy 

*IOU There IS the natloul regional, CIrcUit or d15trtct and last1y the toeal Jamaals 

ole bienrchacal structure of tile Ghanatan Abamdlyya JamotJllS as follows 

The: national Ameer is th~ .dmlnlstrauve and SPiritUal head, Two national deputy 

IrICICQ follow him. nus IS followed by the nauonal execubve councIl (MaJlts·E·Amla), 

e national Advisory Council (MaJliI-e--Shoora) and the regtOnaJ Presuients (respoMlble 

.. the ednunillration of the af&nrs of the re,ionaJ JamtUl/). There ue alia re8l0naJ 

1I1StOft&f'In (who supervise the workofa11 categone. ofmisslonanes mthe Region) 

~exl In command come the ClIcuit or d15tnct PresIdents and mlSSlonanes Below the 

iistnc:l PTendents and mlSslOnanes are the locaJ JalfWUlt heads.53 

Though the Mende MU$hm tn.ders came to Elmm8 IS far back as the fifteenth· 

century, it WM not until the ninetflenth <:entury, that Muslims fully settled among the 

FanttJ .~ Before then. ~ were Mwlim ttaders who came to sell their Vt-ares and 

returned to their homes up nonh 

In 1812. a Hausa and a Muslim cleric Constabulary tom NIgeria. Muallam Abu. 

BaJa Bin Stddiqaae. came to the Gold Coast (now Ghana). 10 I R8S. be convened two 

FafttIS, BenjaDlln Sam. a Wesleyan teacher-catechl5t and a tnlder and ChlefMahd. Appah 

10 islam.. 8CIn Sam started Pro~8 Islam It Gyinankomah where he convened many 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



he people from the surroundmg towns and village& He and his foUowef'5 dcc:adcd to 

Id a new townshIp foe M\lihms. Ekrawfo was therefore bUIlt as a Muslim towTlstnp.)S 

The 6[1t Ahmadi M1ssJOflaty, AlbaJI MaUIVl Maulana Abdul Rahim Nayyar was 

nt to the Gold CC*t from London on February 9, 1921 1ft. cargo bOlt and amved at 

Iltpond. Gold Coast. on March I, 1921." According 10 Guar-Gonnan, on amval, 

laulvl Rahim Nayyar In c:oDODOt with the Fan!1 Mualims made S.ttpong the headquarters 

f the local Ahmadis MaJonty of me Fanb Muslims accepted the Ahmadiyya religion 

nd Maulvi Nayyar as theu .pmtualleadet ~. 

Upon the recommendation of Mautvl Nayyar, Alpha MautVI F R. Hakkem was 

tent &om Qr.dian to GUnilft 1922 to succeed him On the amval of the latter, the fonner 

left the shores of Gold Coat (Ghana) to Laaoa-NIJEna to undertake another mission of 

the Movemenl there MaUlvl H.kkem IS cr",hted W\th the opemng ofrnany stations '" 

the VUloua regiOns and towns., notably amona them "'-ere Ashanb. Gomoa. Aslin and 

Agona. In 1929, A1haJI Maulvt Ali came 1O Ghana to succeed Mauh·, Hakkeem, after the 

completion of the lattef', assagnment He extended the ICtivities of the Ahmadiyya 

movcmtnllo Northern Gold CO&'!It (Ghuta) In 1933, specIfically 10 Wa ." 

Other PaJClstana mlSSJOnanes wer-c apPOlltted by the world Wide spiritual head of 

the MISSIOO to head the Ahmadl)'Y1l Mj~lon In Gtlana unblm Oe<:ember, 1974. when 

"O.u..uc.na.R.(J97I).op.<;l1p61 

:t!:t:!.."":1;~'!70(I92I-6J)'Sallpolul. ~.MovellQl:..(i:hIDa. p I 

"~(191J~I).GpUlpp2.1 
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MaUIVl Abdul Wahab Bm Adam. the fim Ghanaian Ahmadlyya Intcmabonal missionary, 

was appointed by the Supreme Head of the Ahma(hyya worldWKIe MisSion as the AMeer 

(head) and MI!OSlonary-tn-charge ofdte movement (MlSslon) In Ghani MlUIV1 Adam's 

parents were both of Akan origin and stayed In AdansL Fomena In the Ashant1 Region 

HIS mother haI~ &om Adansi in the Astwlti Region and the father from Anomabu in 

the Central Region Before his app(unlmeRt In GhaNI as the Amcer of the Ahmadl}'ya 

moVcmttlt, he wu the deputy lmam of the London mosque (from 1972-1974). W MaulVl 

Walab Adam has thus remamed as It the time of wrillng. the Ameer-in-cha,ge of the 

Doctrine OfTh~ Ahm.diyy. Muslim ~ission 

There are some doctnnal diHerences between the Ahmadiyya and the Orthodox 

Muslims The OnhodOlC M..aslims do not believe In the InChing and the prophet hood of 

the fOunder of the Ahmadlyya Muslim Mluten. They believe Prophet Muhlmmld 

~on hlm),as the only ~ .. entterofdte blamu: faith 

(I) OliletteisoCAlahaadPropbethood 

Ooctnnally. the Ahmadls share WIth the Orthodox ~uslims the same-ba$ic belief 

of the divine oneness of Allah and the Apostleship of Muh~mad The Ahmadls. 

howevrf. belteve that the Prophet Muhammad lS not the last prophet of Islam. that IS, 

they do not sec Propbet Muhammad (peace be on him) as the IftI and last of the prophets 

to appear 
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The Ahmadi, beheve smcerefoUoWtfS of the prophet ofblam can reulve VlSIOns 

and reflectlOftS DfMuhammad" Acoordmg to Fisher, the Ahmadls' argument IS based 

on the Quran grammar and mystiCism A favoured verse IS Surah II 4, which is taken to 

Indicate latter prophets. has part of the verse read . ' wahilaklf/rnt/ hum Yllqlfluna' -

'and they are sure of the hereafter' The Qad.an8 Qutan translates 'alakhlfuo'- ' the 

Hereafter'ewnatlsyettocome,thatls, further prophets 61 

(0) TheQuran 

The Ahmadis believe that the Quran was created by Allah (God). as agWmt the 

Orthodox Mmhm belief that the Qunm was uncreated and has eXisted from the very 

(UI) The Mahdi 

AdditlonaUy. the Ahnwhs believe in the appe.rance of. MoM, (the gUided one) 

and rrfOrmer ThIS MoM; and refonner. they believe made hi, appannce In the person 

O(HamlI MlrnlGhulam Ahmad theapiritual 1e8d«and founder 

Soci.1 Servicn 

The AhlMdIYY. MisSion beheves In the total well-brmg of the mdividual. The 

Ahmadi)'}'l Miss1Oll, Ghana. has thererore undenaken certain $()( IO-tconomlc prOjects 

such as bulldi", of .chools, hospItals and c1inQ and the proVISIon of humanitarian 

~fV1Ceswith1nthecountry 
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It IS on RCOni that. lD 1970, when the late Hazrat Mlln Nasir f*1d an official vl$it 

to Ghana. from London, be uutLated for West Afhcan Ahmadi! what was called a new 

'Leap forward Project', also known as the NusrotJaha" Scheme, wtuch means '$eMU 

to humanrty' Under thiS project, more secondary schools and hospitals were to be 

ecuabhshed by the Ahmadi Missions in West Afiica. Since the Inception of the project. 

Ghana has been favoured with SIX new Ahmadi schools across the country, for example. 

the 1'811m islam (T I) AtuIwIiYYl Senior Seoodary School at Ekumfi Assukylr in 

Central ReSlon, T I Atlmadiyya-<Senior Secondary School at Salaga 10 Nonhern Region 

and T I Ahmadlyya Senior Secondary School at Wa 10 Upper Wcst'Region 6.1 

Besides the eduClltlonallnstltutions, the M'SSion has- bUIlt Sll( ho~pltals across the 

country They can be located In Asokore and Kokofu m the Asante Region, Swedru in 

Central Region, Tochiman m BronS Ahafu R.eglon. Daboase in Western Region and 

Kalco In Upper-West RegKWt. The MlSSlOn has bUilt four addlbonal Homoeop.lthic 

CIiJllCf: one IS 10 Buadi (a suburb ofKuma. .. ,) and the rest are al Koforidua. Mankesslm 

and$ekyodumui.'"' 

The Mi"ion also offers scholarship to deserving Ghanaians to funher then 

edUcation either here In Gbaa (J(" abroad. The award i, not baaed on religious affiliation 

but on ment, and even ChrwtlAftS and odters can make U~ of the ~heme OUTIng hIS 
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second VISIt to Ghana,. Haz:rat KhaJifatul Mulh W ofIiend four scholarships to some 

Ghana.ianstudentstosNdYlnanyunl\~ltyInPaklstan" 

The \t15510n also offim bumamtanan ServiCes to the disadvantaged in the society 

A case 10 pomt IS the VIctims of the December 2001 Bawku tnbal war, where Iterns such 

as clothmg and food were presented to them by the MISSion through Its Non-Govemment 

Organl7.ahon (NGOI 'HunwlIty FIrSt' Furthermore, Ahmadi \1ushm Engmeers from 

Pak.lstan have trained some Ghanaian Ahmadi Mushm Youths In the technology of the 

manufac:tunng of water hand pumps Through this technology, the tramed youths have 

been able to supply clean water to certam towns and villages in different puts of the 

country~ 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim JQllf(JQt in Ghana ka • spK ... 1 JOIlfQ(JI department 

knO'Nn as the Family Lire Education, wtllch is headed by the second deputy Ameer This 

department deals with lSSUCS such as drug abuse, populanon, street children and 

HIV ALDS Due to the dreadful nature of the HTV/AIDS disease. a special committee has 

been creatC!d within the Family Life F..ducation department WTlh the sole task of 

formulating policies and PfOSrammn that Will help fight lIS spread amongst the JomotJr 

members In pu6cuiu", and the nation as a whole. The prograrnmei and poliaes of this 

cornnutteeWillbedlscuuedlnchapterthree 

:~~lL.t~opc;:il' P,2 
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AFRIKANlA RENAISSANCE MISSION (A R.MI 

The Afhkama MtSSlon. also known as ' Reformed Afhcan T~ditJon' or SafJkufo 

(Return to our Rool) emerged in 1982 A former Roman Catholic pn~t, Rev Fr 

Vmcent Kwabena Damuah. founded it. Vincent Kwabena Damuah, son of Kwesl 

Appona and Amma Nsowah. was born at Asankr:agua in the Wassa Amenfi dastnct afthe 

Western RegIOn of Ghana in April 1930 He was trained for Catholic pnesthood and 

ordamedin December 1957 at Cape Coast On the 25· Anntvenary of hIS ordination. 

that was 00 December 22. 1982. Father Damuah resigned from the Cathohc Church and 

fOWldedthe Afnkam.a Mission. which he explaIned to be 

1be ancient rehglOn of Afnca that IS now refonned and born 
apinforourbenefit Ictakeathebestofthcold Afntalnd 
blawllltWlththebeitoftbeoewAfilCIforasyntheslsfor 
the mutual benefit ofmankJDd," 

Damuah., who 1,1t"( became known as <>SOfe Okomfo Damuah. claimed the 

Afnlcam. MiNW;)Q • the ReligJon of Amcan ancestors which has been ' born again' to 

restructure. monn,reorpruse.transfonnand update the Afncan Traditional Rehg1<mto 

make It relevant to contcrnpofary tllTlce. The Afhla,ua fiuth is based first on God, and 

secondly on the tradrtlons of Amain. who gave the world the fin1 major clVllizatlOn In 

hIStory about SIX hundred years ago.OI Damuah admonished hiS followers to see the 

Rehgloo as _ 'Wa}' of life and not a maner of believina in UrtIm propositions and 

practisina tome riblab b 1$ a f&nuly. with God as the Grandfather. The Afiikania 
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Miuaoa as CommItted to the study, defence. presuvanon and promotion of African 

The name ' Aftlkanla ' , according to Azasu KwakuV1, comes from a compound of 

1 .... 0 Akan words aft; and kama Ajrlm Akan means, ' has come out of. and kuma 

means ' light' The tenn. the,-efore, means bringerofa ciV1lization , and by clVlIl7.atlon , 

Afhkanians mean tolerance of other people's view no matter how JKOvocative they may 

sound, peacefulcoe)(lstence. truth and honesty, love. (orgiveness and r~conciliarion 69 

AccordlnstoAz.asu.the spelltngofAfrikaniaalsorevcaJsltscwrc.semblance 

to that of the name of Amca. Afrikania may ther~fore . be Identified as the Religion of 

the peopleofAfii.ca IIld people of African descent 

Alate Opoku has ~Iterated that. Damuah chose the biles nsofo and okonifo to 

gt~ hun respectabilIty and Kiefltity to further h JS course He explained that. the Abn 

word OlujO, which Chnstians have applied to themselves I tnce the introduction of 

Chnstianlty tnto the Abn world, originally referred to the offiCial who tntCfPreted the 

uneranees of possessed priests and priestesses at the shnnes, whIle the word Okolflfo 

rden to a pnest or pnestes.s who is the aervant and mouthpiece ora god or godden, The 

()~OIIf"Ji ' is possessed by a deity and usually receiVes a call after whteh he or she 

undergoes a penod oftramUlIJ before .sumlng office Theae titl~ OJojiJ and okomfo, will 

therefOfe live Damuah a true Amcan Idcnllryl'O 

::',,=-~~~3~~.Rd."-AmkD" A8ric(Ere+- Ac;cn.8auaBcd 

" "--0 (199)}.,op ca ", 59~ 
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The AUlkanl5 MlSSlon bad Its greatest trying moments after the demise of its 

leeder, Osofo-Okomfo Kwaberta Damuah Osofo.okomfo Kwabena Oamuah dll:d at the 

Nyaho Cllmc In Accra after a short illness on Tlumday, August 13·, 1992. His delth 

creellOd a leadershIp struggle between Osofo Kofi Ameve and Osofo Dankama Quarm 

Osofo-Okomfo Damuab appointed Osofo Kofi Arney .... his deputy and he 

rematned that unbl the former's death. Osofo,Okomfo Ameve mIssed the funeral of the 

leader because he, at the same time. had lost his brother and had to see to hiS bunal In 

their hometown In d,,: Volta Region. In the absence ofOsofo Ameve, Osofo Quarm was 

apPointed to officiate al the burial ofOsofo·Komfo Damuah ThtS made Osofo Quann 10 

·enoneously· feel hewaathe&e.deroftheMlsslOn llnsconf"uslOnbroughtadlvlSlOn 

among the followen . those k>yaJ to Osofo Quarm and those loyal to Osof'o Arneve and 

Dr Dartey Kumojl Or Dartey KIlmOJI was the one who headed the MliSlon 

temporanly, ImmedIately after the deeth ofOsofo--Okomfo Damuah 

Those loyal to ()SO(O Ameve and Kwnojl worship at the Arts Centre In Accra 

wtule those loyal to Osofo Qualm abo met at the AIrpon resldenttal area at HlNo 82 

Sewhi Road 10 Accrw. But the latter and htl followers now wornhip In his house at 

Adentan near Accra. Q"ofo Kofl Ameve II an enunent Historiin He II also a private 

busmess executive The congresatlon has confened on hIm the title "HIS Divine 

Hohness'. Os;ofo Kofl Ameve IS now known and ca1led IS. His DlVlRe Holm .. Otofo.. 

Komfo Kofi Ameve 
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As pM ofbJs reorganlsaboD policy, HIS DIvine Holiness added. 'Renaissance' to 

the Mission's names, hence the Dew mune, Afnkama Renaissance MissIon 050fo Kofi 

Ameve then adopted a new symbol of an Afucan map With the Sanlwja (return to our 

roots) and the Gye Nyame (unless God) SignS mscnbed Il\$lde the map The onglnal 

symbol of the Amkanta Mlsslon estlbhshed by Damuah had only the C;ye Nyame Sign 

tnscnbed,nanAmcanmap" 

Those loyal to Osofo Quarm aJiO now have their Mission as a Iep8Ble group. 

known as Afhkanta MISSion, with its headquarteB at Adentan near Accra, while the 

Afukanla Renaiasance MISSM)Q headed by HIS DIVIne Holmess Osofo Kofi Ameve has Its 

headquarten at Odorkor. nell Aaa. 

0s01O Quann, it ta interesting to no., was aho 1ft traIning at the Catholic 

SernmlfY at Pedu. near Cape Coat, to become a Roman Cathohc Pnest lie left the 

Seminary, as be could DO longer beheve In the teKhlnss of the Church, to become. like 

Osofo-lcomfo Damuah. a pnest 1ft the Afhkan .. MISSion 

for the pUtpOlell of the rese.n::h "'"(Irk. we Will like 10 deaf wtth the Afiikania 

Ren8.lssanee MISSion. he.ded by HIS Holmets {)sofo Kofi Arneve ThIS chOIce was 

amved at because the Afnkan ... RenalSMnCe MIS3lon iI well orgamsed and more 

recognized both nationally and t.MernIbonaJly Accord1D8 to HtJ Holiness Osofo Kofi 
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Amcve, the MISSion has branches all over the councry and In Bntaln, Holland. C..-da. 

lvoryCoe.st, Togo and Beruft 

The Afribrua Rerwssa.nce MIssIOn (ARM) has pubhshed her own Holy 

Scnptures known as the DIVIne Acts It bulcally cont3uns the philosophy of the 

Mt$sIOCI?: AccordmS to the splOtual head of the MISSion, Ills Ho hness Ameve. this 

basiC philosophy IS to retell the story of the black people and thclrplece m world h IstOry 

It also oontams the belteD. prac1lces and the worldvlew of the Afucan. He further 

reiterated that the Afukanla RenaJssance MISSion decided to come out WIth her own 

scnptures to help project the Afnkama ReligIOn and e~rythtn& about tilt Afi'lcan This 

Will ma.lc.e the MtISlon to be autonomous and umque. u the other world Religions th.t 

had their own Holy Scnpturesanddodrines 

the ~tSSIon has establIShed. spintual consultlibon ceotn' wbrre tndlvKluals who are even 

not members of the MtUioo come to COQIuJt about thea SIcknesses. bu:nnesses. mantal 

problems and other IUUes After the consuhatKJn. some of the chents are rekrred to 

shnnes lake Klllro and Da/CbtJMlJu, tn the Kdu and Abu. dllltr1ct respectively Other 

clients are referred to Kwekw /on and KOMfo KIM.II In Wendu (Brona Ahare Region) and 

Kumasl In (Ashantt) ReWOQI_ At tbeIe.hnna the clim .. are glVtll !lerhal treetment and 

othersplntualbelp 
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AsIde from the spintual actlVlues, the MissIon has also established a Pnestly 

School al Odorkor WIthIn me premises ofthe Head Office ThlS school o~ tnuOing to 

a1llndlYt~s, both national aDd tntemabOnll, who Intend to become divine priest!! and 

pnestesses of the Afukanlll RenaISsance MISSion. Courses taught include those on 

Cbieftaincy. Mamage, Concept of God and Prif.l5thooci Among those I saw at the school 

dunngmy vlslt. wasaCanadlannahOnal 

The Afulcanla Renaissance MLSSlon IS one of the strong advocates on how best 

people ~ help conserve or stop environmental degradatton We shall discuss more of 

the Ml1$10n and envuonmental issues In the fouM chapter of thIS work The 

worshIpping centres of the Mission are known as shrines His Holiness Kofi Ameve 

heads the day-to-day adminlJtrlbve activIties while the prlelts and priCitessol of the 

MlSSlonad/ntntsterlheshrines 

The Afnlcanla Renaiuance Mission bel~e5 In the concept of life after death, 

among others. and this is tDqlf"eIMd in lit-tion praycn In which the ancestors and other 

Spirit powen are commumcated WIth It also believes that life 10 the other world depends 

on what one doe. for othen as welles for one.elf in the present !tfe 

We shall. In the fonoWUlg ("haptm;. take up the Religaous Bodies and thell 

aCbVlbCsmrelat!ontoourcboJcn ethal aod moral IlSUes. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE ROLE OF RLLlGlOl'S BODlES/GROl'PS 
IN THE HGHT AGAI:-.IST HIV/A IDS DISEASE 

nus chap\er seeks to look at the deedly diJeast' of the Human Immunodeficiency 

Vinu and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (HfV/AIDS) and the role of the 

chosen identified rehfPOUl bodies/groups of the Ghana Roman Catholic Church, the 

Salvation Anny, the Ahmadiyya Mushm MisSion and the Afnkama Renaissance Mission 

Intheo6ghtaguRStthediJease 

In lune 1981 , the fiBt official report of the disease, now known as AJDS was 

made in a al:no-p&IIgraph report of the UOlted States (US) Centre For D'5ease Control I 

FlVepeople~affected Noonereadinathosenlneparagrapru.couldbelievethltheor 

she wa 100k,nSIl whaI would become tne most devastating ep~mtc in human hlstocy 

It was inconcewable lh1t ""thin the first 20 years of the epidemic It W'Ould mfect '\8 

million poople WOtklWJde and kill 22 million o(them 

The Aoqwred Immune IJeficlency Syndrome (AIQS) C!'pldemlc was first reported 

in New Ycd and Cali"", .. 1ft USA in 1'181 among prevlOUlIy healthy male 

homosexu.b who presented opportuntstll;; infections. According to Neequaye. 

opportunistic Infocbon IS cauaed by an organism whole virul~'nce IS Increased as. result 

of deceased (v~· ,",uk) host re:mtance or some micto-ofganllml'l that do not nonnalty 
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cause m~lons become VlRIient and others that usually gwe nse to mild or localised or 

seif.limrted disease become aggresSive or d,ssemlnated.l AIDS 15 a fatal vn,1 mfection 

caused by a rettoVlruS chat Infects lymph glands and desuoys tympho<:ytes through gene 

alte1Zllon. sprndln£ the drsee.se between indiVIduals mostly through semen. blood and 

blood products, utenne 5eCft;bOns and through placenta and Infected mothers milk J The 

tenn AIDS was offlCtally adopted by SCleTlbsts In the Umted States of Amenca. In 1982 

tbeYeaJ'tnwhlchltwufU-strq>OrtedmtropicaIAfiica. 

Afuca.southoftheSahara.lSthe~'OBtaffectedareaofHJVfAJl)Sdlsease,and 

recent atimates ~Ieacd by A JOint United Nabons Prognunme on HIV/AIOS 

(lJNAIDS) and World Health Organisation (WHO) indicated that 23 ) mllhon Africans. 

south of the Sahara. are Infected' The Situabon m Ghana II also Wong an awnung 

:hmenllon As at September 2000. the !'Iiatlonal AIDS and Sexually Transmitted 

OIKUeS (SID) Control Programme (NACP) reported 41.229 regLStered cases of 

urv/AIDS There may be higher figures. for these numbers represent only those that 

weTe reponed at the Government hospitals 

rill: ORIGIS O.' I\IVIAIDS 

rhe onglM of HIV/AlOS remain a m)"tc:f)' Sc.ent1I11, researchers and even 

""eIlglOUS bodies all over the slobe have come out With several theones, 

() 
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Sctentuts and reseucben have propounded cheones to explain the ongin of the 

IuIWr'dtIcue Pmmlftentamongihesel!thetheorythalmccstheorig;noftheAlIlS 

d.seasetotheAfncanconttnenl SClentlsuworkingintheconnnenlhavepolntedtothe 

claim th.s: the 10n,·I:I . .II Afnean green monkey was the camcr of the vuus thai caUSe6 the 

AIDS Some Klenmts clauned that, there are stnulanues between cenalflldenbfied VlrUS 

In the green monkey and that of the HIV 11l1s conclusion was a lso reached probably 

becaUK th~e monk.~ have been known \0 carry VIruSes that nonnally transmit diseases 

Thl' theory has, however, been reJected' 

Yet. more reeendy. there IS an mcreaslng SUspICion that Americans may have 

manufactured the AIDS vtru! This IS due to the many pieces of documented evtdence of 

how the Amencaru. C'llWlnIM\ed population! WIth speCIally prepared germs during the 

Vu:tnam Wil of the 1960'. It IS therefore believed among 'OrM theorists trying to 

unfllltt.h the ongln of AIDS that the AIDS vnus WcLIl prepared m the laboratory' 

Furthermore. in an article earned by a SOViet newspaper - Isvestta. of 14" April. 

1981,ltwasrepottedthilagroupofHarvardUni",,"rtySclentistsspecu1Itcdaboutthe 

posSlblhty of the AIDS VII'U! bc1ng manufactured In an Amencan milltal)' IaboratOf}' wtth 

the hope of prodUClI'8 a new bactenolo81caJ weapon The ncwapaper fianher reported 

!hat, as &r back as 18 yean ago. the l: S.A lCientdi.c circles dilCuued the posslbllny of 

-=.~~1(19I9).~....nr.A&ieer.z........q(ts"+Zn;"",. ACIIIra,c:...UIliverm. 

'w.,.)6 
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drawmg a .pecUlI pru~ramme for the manufacture of lMoiogteal materials against which 

the humaa body cannot produce Immun!t\' 7 

On the 2~ of October, 1986, a BBC telrvlstOtl newsman announced 1ft the 

7'00pm news that OM Dr Jona Seale of London had reported that the AIDS virus was 

artificWly ~ by Amencan Sclcnhsts dunna labor.tory ellpenments which went 

disastrously wrong Apart from Dr Seale. another physIcian. a Californian from 

Amcn<:a. Dr Robnt Strecker abo said that ' It must have been genebcally engineered' 

Professor Jacob SqaI, being more specific, pointed out that the ' AIDS Bomb' was 

manufaaured at a w:crc1 Amencan laborw.tory at Fort Detnck. Maryland He reiterated 

further that. the Umted States SCIentists of Fort Oetnck created the vnus by combining 

put of'the viana,vlrus W1th human T -celileukaetma VIruS type I .' 

From the religious perspective. was an Artscle. from a pnvate Ghanaian NJws 

Paper · ~ofSepCt'mberIO-24,200I.whlchhadafront.pageheadlOg _ 

BIBliCAL PROOI-' . 'OR AmS. ~ In the said Arucle, the general ove~eer and founder 

of Practical Behevers Intemabonal Mmtltnes - Aposde Dr. Kodjo Swnmey was reported 

to have affirmed thlt 'there ate threc laws covenng the world, which when Violated. can 

end one In cala$tJophy' These laws are, the Natur:lI, Manmade or Artificw and Splntual 

laW!. The 5plOtull "w, according to Apostle Summey had been vloilled by manktnd 
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hmce the HJV/AIDS disease, which to bim. is a 'pique' He quoted Oeutefonomy 

28'20·2) to buttress his argument. The vtnes rad 

TbeLord will send upoo you cu.rses, confusion, and fru5trabOn, 

LDallthatyouundeftakelOdo, untilyouaredesuoyedandperish 

qUickly, on a.ccountofyourevddomgs, bflCauseyou have for­

:laken mc. The Lord will make the pestilence cleave to you until 

he has ~umoo you off the land which you are entenng to take 

possessIon of. The Lord. will smite you WIth consumption, and 

fever, mflammation. and fiery heat. and with drought and With 

biastlRg. and with mildew; they shall pursue you until you perish 

And the heavens over your head ahaU be brass, and the mnh 

unc;ie£youshaJlbeiroo 

To the Apostle, therefore, the AIDS IS a dIsease of punishment from God for the 

sinsofhumanbetnp 

I11c founder of the Ahmadlyya Muslim MISSIOn world WIde - Hazrat Mirza 

Ghulam AhTMd lJ also repofted to have propheslsed about a plaque that wu to appear In 

some pu1J of the world The prophecy rads 'A type of plaque WIll spread In Europe 

and other Chnsban countnEil which WIll be VfIlY sevefe' , Ie This prophecy interpreted by 

hiS followen, 11 rclated to the HJVIAIDS pandenuc 

lne Hadlth of the Holy prophet (the won:h O/WI tdfHW thollhe /"rophel a/Isla", u 

f'eptH'led 10 have saul tIItd ncorYkd by Ius fi}II(IW~n thtnng Itls 1!Ie li",e) of blun &110 
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~ontaln' a prophecy about an ImpendLng ",curable dLSeUe that Wlil befall man due to his 

sutfulnea AccOtdll'lg toth., tradltJon reported by Ibn-e-Maj&h's ~FIWI. the Holy 

11 never nappens that permlSslveness (fahsha) overwhelms a 

people to tbe extent that they dlspllY thelrects of sex shamelessly 

and they are oot uruquely punIShed by God. Amongthem. 

Invanllbly, pestJlem:e is made to spR*! and such other diseases, 

the hke ofwhtch haveneverheen wttne»ed by the'lrforeflthers. II 

II must benated,that, the world is yet to accept as conclusive, any particular 

theory W'lth regards to the ongm of the AIDS disease A1llhe theones dIScussed SO fv are 

all speculative 

HlV/AIDS IN GHANA 

The AIDS dISease was fint reponed In Ghana in 1986, five yeeD after It was 

dL&gllosed among the five t.omo.exuals In the United States of Amenea. The fU'it AIDS 

f*bent m Ghana dIed on May 28"" 1986 SlIlce then, the number of death rose 

cumut.tlvely 10 48,587 by the end of the year 2000 hIS estimated that about 40,000 

ocher GhanaIans are livina with the VII'UI
Il According to M.A Bouman, the AIDS 

diseae seems to have been brought Into the country from Abld}An - Cote d'ivore. This 

IS because the first patient to be dlagn~d .. bavinS the HJV/Ams disease 'HaS a 

" WRa, T A. (I9t1},op.oil pp.641-648 
':Ahv-Yebo& T. (I)oc;I.4,.lOO1).'"'C_bo.the~onWortdAIDSo.y 'ICarcDoY~T 
~W(ed).~Voll.NollO.Aacn.JroII.r"'~p. l) . ' 

----------
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GIIuwan female deproee trom AbJd)U (m ear1y 1986). A lot of tIIese deportees, 

predominantly female, from AbIdjan later tested HIV POSltlve I' 

Since the first case was reported In GhanI. m 1986. the disease has spread across a 

wjde tegment of the populahon Today. the~ IS no dittnct m Ghana where cases of 

HI'V 'AH>S diseaae have not been I'q)Of1ed In fact, it ha become one of the maJOI' cauteI 

of death In our hospials h IS, for example. reported among the top ten major causes of 

deItb tn Ghana. !lInlnng 1'" and accounting for 3.3 percent of deaths recorded In health 

IQStlWtions I ~ 

One aspect of the IllV I AJOS. which has drcadfullmpllcations for SOClo.-economlC 

development orcmana. is the age and ~ex dlStnbullon of reported cases The trend shows 

that It IS the economically more active ages of between I J and 39 yeers that are maInly 

affected The peak aaes of reported HJVlAIDS casn are 25-29years for females and 30. 

)4 yean formalcs Currently. IlLS esbmated that over 200 peopJe are Infected daily with 

H1V" 

The .. Me below IS showing reported cumu'-tivc AIDS case In Ghana by ages 

from 1986-May2001 
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r As< GrouP Female 

I-- . - Years - No - -,.--1--
04 ~ -U-

S 9 -~ -0-4 -I-~=--+---;;-;-----I 

I~f--O.) 

IS-19 

lS-29 [ C>684r 22." 

: JQ:J4tw85 : 20.8 

~r 44691 -- -iSJ ' 
: 40-44 tmot-9-.0-1----I-~~--i 

4~ 4q 1648 T S.6 

~. 161 03 

- To<aI - --1m.. 1000- -1819-'-- ToOi) 

---- -
"Assumed No of caHS not reponed 

Solita: NMlonal AIDS/sm Control Programme (NACP). Korle-Bu, AceRo 

The above table ~ents cumul.l1Ve AIDS casea in Ghana as recorded 

acconiingtoagcsCrom 1986 to May 2001 Itean be deduced from the table thai Innocent 
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chlknn botwoen the ages of 0-9 are also mfccted WIth the deldly AIDS diJe8SC This is 

JnfectJon from mother to child. Medical professionals ha~ made it c" that such 

trartSm.d8ioncouldbeavotdednthelDfeetedmothenrtee1veprope,antenatalcareand 

areglVen propercluldbuthdeilVery The ngurealso shows matlhe least infected group 

II the aa:es of I ()..I 4, wlucb bas been named as WurdowofHopL hhas been established 

that the.r mfectton LSmainlydueto rape 16 

The table funher portray .. that the most Infected age group rs the ages between IS 

and 49 Thlt aae group IS known as the WMk;ngforcr. These 8roups are Infected Wlth 

tbe~mamlythrougb heterosexuaJ Intercourse. In fact. thiS IS very frightening and 

the fulun of the nation IS thrfJltened, for If those who are economically productive are the 

most mfl!lCted, thm lhe future of the natJOn is In danger On the next page is the reported 

I;umulilive cases in Ghana by Reamns (1986-2001) 
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FiJ. 2: RfPtrtfd c..uI!IW AIDS Can ... ChaM Iry 8 .. ioes 1986 May 2001 

[ r-~R;-og~"'---'-- C .... 

~tWlti 

Percentage 

-8;;.8 Ahafo· - 3540"" 
- CentnJ - -~.--

~---73-19- -· 

7596 

Upperwt --'-.9-- -
UpperWc:st 

~--+-------o.,.,.,-- - t_~_--:-3;;-:;-7,---_-_ -~-~ 
Wes"'" 

Not stated (assumed 
numbefofcases 

not reported) 

--r;;c;r- -

'" NoreportlforthepcnodJan May 2001 

[--0-.3 -~ 

I _--.l ____ _ 100.0 

SoJI1'Ce: NatJonal AlDS/STD Control Progtamme. Korle-Su 

The figure 2 shOW'S the cumulltcd reported cases on regional basiS from t 986 to 

May 200 I. with Ashanb ",conilng the hlshest. followed by Eastern and Grt.ter Accra 

r~pectJvely 
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rlB- 3 Rl'portnl HTV/AIDSCu!!!1 Korle-R! Ffnnl I Jni.fro .. J ••• lo 0«.2001 ,M ..... 
---julI';ry 

Fe~ 

(IS-49)Yn 

--.. 
~ ~--~~--~~ .. ~--".--
~ 

"May 

1----52--

-r----.-7 --

August 

~-~~-i_ :: 
Novanber - - ----:w- -- . 
December 53 

~- - 609 

- - _. 
Source Korle-Bu Fevers Unit Accn 

The above figure shoM reported cueI of the sexually actIVe and the 

ecoDonucaUy productive group (l4~9 yean) as recorded .1 the Korle-Bu Fevers Untt 

from January 10 Deoember 2001 
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Jlrnust be DOted tbattbefigures fouod mthelables (FIg I, 2 and 3) are only 

reponled AIDS c:ases In the country 's hospllIIls Other patients who have not reported at 

the hospital. and whole records cannot. lherefore, be found may also be of a stzatble 

Dumber, 

1be alemung natuJ'e at which the disease IS spreadmg should be the concern of 

all. especially the ~h8lOU:S or the faath communJty. For, the 2000 population census 

) hows that religious people form about 93 percent of the population m Ghana The 

ImplICation abo being that mlJOnt)' ohhe people Infected belongs 10 one rehglous group 

ortheothcr IttllmperallYe, therefore, that we look Irt the action plans of some of the 

reiiAlOUS bocheslgrO\lpt., which c:otnplement the efforts of the Government and Non. 

Governmmtal OrpmutJOn (NGO) to help stop the spread of the HIV AIDS pandemic 

The2000populationCfDJUlllhadthefollowingfigu~ 10 represent the faith 

communlry 10 Ghana· 

ehnman 

VJ~hms 

TtaditJonaiAdhereat -8.5% 

The above figurel show that maJonty of Ghanaians. about 93 percent belongs to 

one of the three major rell8lOUItJaditions -ChnsbaDity, lslamand AfhcanTraditJonal 

Rehgton, These revealing figures throw a big challen8£ \0 the leadenhlp of these 
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reliaious InSlItubOns to nse up to the challenges HTV/AIDS is pOlutl to them and come 

up WIth msh:ltJc and ach~ble programmes In thetr campaign against its spread 

IIIV/AIDS IN THE ('m IIKH MOSOIJE AND SHRINE! 

Apdzi has reported that some Amenan Cathohc homosexual pnesb were 

mfected Wllh lhe AIDS dlieUe The slOIy, which appeared on the front page of. 

Obana .. n newvpaper," wu first reported in the London ~ offo"cbruary 22, 

1917 Th.., indicates the indtseriminate rwure of the AIDS problem, ofaHackmg even 

the "unlouchabtes" of society namely, the 'rich' and the 'sacred" or the 'holy' • Twelve 

Catholic prieatl were told Co have died of AIDS In the Unned Stales of America 

There IS'~' ~rted case in the USA ofa dying priest who told reporte~ at his 

bredstde that he was a homosexual He IS reported to nave MId, 'It i, tmportanttiw 

people know about me, and know thaI I dIed of sexually trln,mltled AIDS,'9 ThIS was 

• pnat who took the vowof,exuaJ chastrty, among other vows 

Hornowxuahty amoag Catholic: priests has become such a 5enOUS matter m Ihe 

USA that the Vatican wu c.ompelled to ISSue a strongly worded pa.storaJ letter to warn 

those pnesta Involved. and furthl:f caUed homosexuahty a 'dlSorderoo' pnctlce;'!J 

;~~~~~J~~J:pl·~""'·. S-C.(od). &wk·'~ 
AJl4oll"'),op . .... ppl46-I.7 

- ..... pl ... 
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Although the Ghanaian newspapeB have nol emphatically reported of Ghanaian 

Cbrilbans dying of AIDS. the research has revealed that some of the AIDS victims who 

hive dl«l wefe ChnstJans and Muslims. Reverend Mimsters, PastOfS and Imams have 

buried such vIctims A Vtlut 10 the Fevers Unit of the Kode·Bu Teechmg Hospital where I 

InlefaCted with sorne of the AIDS vtcums on admission, and those who bad come for 

counseillns and weekly check-up revealed that most of the people I spoke to either 

belonged 10 the Chrunan. the islamic or the TraditIOnal Religion. 

1be El{ecunve Director of the Muslim Relief AsSOCiation afGhan;) (Ml) RAG) 

Alh.ji S A Wahab - a Non Governmental Orgamsabon (NGO) In the crusade a8ams. 

the 5p'fWd of HIV ' AIDS • wortnns espOCIa1ly 111 Mushm commumtle .. saId that, 'some 

Muslims In the communities In which we operate have died of the AIDS disease and 

there ar8 aJ.o sorM people stili In these communIties hVlng wlth the HrV/AIOS' He 

further stilled that, through theft Home Based ('are, some staff of hiS are canng for some 

of these Muslim AIDS paUf"nts and even cited an example, where an opinion Muslim 

le.derbadlnfectcdhlSt"woWlvesWllhtheffiVvirusbeforehisdeathlnteractlOftS\Io1th 

some of the members of the AfnJwua Renaassance MiDlon also reve.led the possibility 

of some ofthetr members bemS mfected WIth the diSease 

We now turn our IUeItUon to what the Reh8JOWi Bodles/Groul» are dOlnl to curb 

the menace of the HIV IAIDS d1sease 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



THF. CATHOLIC C HI 'RCH AM) HlV/AIDS DISEASE IN G HANA 

The Roman Cathohc ChllrCh In Ghana IS one of the rehglous boche:s/grouPS that 

hti been addrasinS the HIV/AlDS pandemic that bas plagued the SOCiety The Church 

has done thll through 

Communaques and Pastoral iencn Oft the disease 

HIV/AJDS EduC3.tlonal programmes 

$mHnan and Workshops 

Home Based Cate 

lnsbtubonalCare 

('Ilna Management 

Research mto a herba1 medicine for AIDS cure 

Trammg ofHJV/AlDS counsellors 

In the CatholM: s)'$tern of administration, every diocese" to carry out ItS own 

HlV/AIDS plan ofactlVltJe5 by adopbng and developmg all of the above or some of 

them This I:! done In collaboration with thevanous hospitals HI~ m the diocese 

For eump~. the Accra and Kofondua diocaa are to work With the Bator 

C.tbolit bo.pdal In the Vaka RegtOn, the St Martin', hospttal at Agomenya, and the 

Catholic boapatals at Ak\\oWbI aod. Nkawbw. all in the Eastern Reason. Theae. in other 

words , are the mandated autJtutKtnJ Wldun which the diOCeses are 10 work In the crelltJon 

of Iwvmeso and ewe fOr the HJV I AIDS Vlctuns MId otben In the SOCIety Theee 
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hospitals in consultation WIth the dioceses we to develop liChievable prognmlMll auned 

atfighnlll the spn:!ad of the HJV/AIDS pandemte and howtoe&re for die already IIUccted 

andafJecud IndivK!uab in the soc.ety 

The Ghana Catholic Bishops' Confer('"nce. in some of their annual con~ce 

commu.llque. t.d ll1U011 out stI:tanents on the H1V/AIDS dIsease Such statements can 

befoundmdlcIQ87,1988,1989,2000and2001communtqu6l. Forexample,attheend 

oflhftr annual conference m Tamak, held from July 7th to 11th, 1981, a portion of the 

communique reads as follows 

weare gmttIy dtStressed by the mtroducuon ofthehomfic 

diIcue • AIDS into our SOQety The way the experts tell us AlI>S 

tlcontractedsbouldtnchcltetoustbattherellmuchva1uem 

mcnl decency and $exual propriety. We consKier It IS most 

Wlfortuna1.ethatinsteadofpromotioggoodsexualmorRlity, 

mMy are advoc:a:ting the use of coodom ..... met.ns of protccbon 

apmstAIDS '1 

In addreutng the ~Iunon to the HIV/AIDS pandemIC, the Bishops had thIS to 

Looking funher than AfrIca, we would once more like to 

emphasISe morality as the answer to the pandemic of AIDS that 

ispOllngalenOUlthtelttornankmd ll 

In t 990, the Ghana. Catbohc Church publtshed a document on AIDS. titled GIl.,.. 

(.iulro6c BUlwps Sped o. AIDS. The me.saaae Ul thIS document (ocUlOd on the AIDS 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



dlseMe. those ~ by II and those who take care of the tnmctr:d. the attitude the 

familyshoukt adoptlowardstbelfrel;H1ves who ccntraet the disease and the pastoral side 

ofltlemue. Excerptsofthemessageareasfollows 

To Halth«r, workers: 

We appreciate whal healthcare personnel and sClenbsba11 over 

theWOJ1d are doing In thiS an:&. It is our hope and prayer that 

soonet or latet the epldetruc of AIDS will be eliminated by the 

development of an eff'ective trClltment or vacctne Until that time 

dllsdeadlydiJeaSe LS a profound challenge to usaJl. but most 

Immedtatefy to our healthcare workeo It calls forth tn you a 

stronger sense of Chris ban dedicated compassion. care and 

concern for those affeded by AIDS Welcome thosc patients 

wa.nnly to yourhea.lth unttsand glVethem eare and attention. 

lnowtnd1tKtnalSoOClety,fanllliesplayaunlquerole.andare 

.. canre of suppon for each member Therefore. we appeal to 

you to mamtam thts tradlbon in dealtng with your unfortunate 

AIDS members. otherwile family harmony can be shattered 

We exhon parents to be &'Ithful to nch other and thereby 

promote moral values and bealthy livinS for their children 

In the spirit offaitb and hope we challenge you, memben of 

aU Chnatian commuaibN. not to be antd of AIDS patlcnts 

Be acttvely mvolved 1ft trymg to help them to help themselves 

Remember. AIDS is not Just an indlVldual Stcknaa but affects 

the eotite oommunlty The gospel meuage teaches u.s not to 

re,ect, makeJoogements. gossip. make humil.-tin.g rnna.riIs and 
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hasty presumptions. whIch demorallJe AlDS pauenu Instead 

sbow COmpassIon. clear-sighted m aaeuU!8 the lituation and do 

whalywcantohelpthem 

[)rear young men and women, you musl see the UIItque place you 

occupy In SOCiety. bow much you mean to your parents, educa10rl 

and those who care about your peoonal development and the 

development of our dear natton. You who ate the futwe leaden 

ofournatJoo and have the duty to preserve your health and energy 

forthe dIfficult taslc that hesahead of you .. Therefore, 

to • ."oMi the d.aeae. have I will of your own , do not be pressured 

by others. so that you can live and love Wlthout fear of AIDS 

To nWI!ill A.",edty: 

We appcel to you wnoaremauthontyto help solve in every 

way the new probkms posed by the spread of AIDS. To do 

everything m yow power to prevent the spread of AIDS 

Enaurethatpttientsarcofferedthenghttocontlnueworkmg 

8IiOftgasmeycandososahsfitctonlyandthatthClTconditlon 

doa not pose a beahh or safety tbreat to others. 

To n, qyn wllkligioa: 

We the Clergy and Religious must do aU we can to help such 

people. We should beacbvely involved with them and their 

families. Lea ow \eachinga be tn.Ilhfu~ upholdmg ChnstllJl 

valuea; letuanotbeJtJdgemrntalordlscnmlOatlng At the 

same tnne, let us help the pauents to cope wuh their guih 

andandself8CCUSaboD .. Wealiobaveare.ponslbilny 

to make sure their unmec needs are abn care of by the 

the nghtpcople 
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To thole of you I.fflicted W\th HIV or AIDS. you are God's chlklrea 

Weencourage~outoba\'eaposltlVeattltudttoyourcondltlOnand 

10 have tru~ and hope In God. Tum to out lovmg God In TRUST 

and CONFIDENCE Remember we are with you In your 

suft'ering. Your Spltltual care and that of your loved ones is 

OUT re5ponaibihtyin a specwway Be assured that you have our 

full supportiD all your needs 

InconclU510n theCathol!c Bishops had thiS to say; 

Ahhough we mu!t deal WIth death, we want to help people 

experience quality of life until the last moment We dedicate 

ounclvClto spU1tUll support. practicat care and to educationa1 

eftOrt to redooe pre.ludlceand to stop the spreed of AIDS 

disease We, the Catholic Bishops of Ghana beg the 

Holy Spint for InSP'",bon , courage and humility as we try to 

respood to thlSsrtuation. Through ouracbons, mayHJs 

itJ"ldom come more fully into the world !) 

We can deduce from the above messages that the Cathohc Church 11 trying to take 

the 'bull by the hom'. m helping to MOp the apRlld of the d.tease by addn:umg .n 

concerned to put then axes to the plough The Church believes that when this IS done, the 

spread of the mv.:AlDS dISease would be reduced dtubcaUy The Bishops conference 

further, In the 2000 communtque wued statements on the AIDS pandemIC that pomt to 

how powerless manJnnd has become in the tace of the AIDS epidemic and tho posaible 

$()Iuttofttostopthespread 11leBishopsreiteratedthus 
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Weare powel'iess m the lace oftheescalatina spread of the 

HlVlAJUS WeknowthecauseofthespreadofHIV/AIDS 

The main cause 11 moraJ hfe. yet orne and time agam we are 

pm,e:nted with the condom as the panacetl for preventing 

HIV/AIDS Apart &om the condnm not bema a full-proof 

remodyagajDltHrv/AiDS. its use, even Ifltwereeifectlve, 

mevTtabty bongs In Its wake sheer sexual ilTeSponslbility and 

Immorahty, which are as evll as HIV/AIDS. The phenomenon 

of Hrv / AIDS lJ detnmental. especially to the youth. 

The Cathohc Church has assocIated herself with the disease, admmlng how 

powerless the Church has become in the mce of the AIDS pandemic 

The Cathohc Church. in the 2001 Communique. funher emphasIsed tM need for 

mara! upn~ whtch mcludcl sexual abstineoc:e to the unrnarriCld,and fidelity within 

mamage as the SUfe.t means ofeurtltlina the spread of the deadlv AIDS disease 

The Catholic Church does not aUow then medical professionals and clmteal 

UlS1ltutJons to pt'omote the use of condoms as a means of p«Venting the spread of the 

HIV·'Au)S To the Chureb. such promotion rather encourages promlscurty among the 

youth and infidelity among some married IndlVlduab. The controversy lJurroundina the 

promotion and Ide of condoms as a means of prevenbng the sprud of HIV f AIDS w1l1 be 

discussed later In tillt chapter. In educabonal programmes. the Church I1lther promotes 

loW abstmence among the youth and sexual &rthfu.lness between couples 
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The AkwaW St Dommic.'s hosprtal fonnaUy Rarted adciTes8ma the assue ofttle 

AIDS dlSmse In 1990 The Catholic Nauonal Secretariat gave the AkwatJa hosprtal a 

filM van to use In the catnpatSft agunst HIV/AIDS dl.scase In the Akwatla townShiP, and 

the surrounding ~lIa8es and towns The vanoul commwllties are educated on what the 

»IV/AIDS ts ,II about. the effect It Will have on the IndiVldual, fi.mily and the entire 

SOCiety Leaflets on AIDS are dlstnbuted and film shows on people mfected Wlth AIDS 

are screened to creeteawareness 

Accordln8 to StS1ief Migucla Kelle."z" the Church hu trained and is usinS peer 

educ:atoB and ViCtims ofHIV I AIDS (AIDS patients) to carty out the education The peer 

educ:atoq wen: first selected from St Roses Secondary School and tr1Imed by Reverend 

Father AJex Bobby Benson who LS the hosPital'S chaplain and Director of Climal 

Puaoral Education Programme. Some of the AIDS patients used 10 the education are 

rnembcn of "Matthew Chapter '2S' club~ which was founded by Rev Fr Max Bobby 

BIIIlIOQ of the AkWlba 51 Dommic's hospi1al on 19· of May. 1999 With OIne (9) 

HIV/AIDS PIItlCOts The number, as at the time of wntlng. has Increased steadily to 

twenty-e.sht (28) wi1h 10 mdes and IS females . The club IS called Matthew Chapter 2S 

because of what Jesus Chnst said m verses 31 - 46, that 

.. forI was bunlPY,and you gave me meat IwaathiDty. 

and youpve me drink l\\tiaatranger,andyoutookme 

In Naked. and you clothed me. I waa SICk, and you vISited 

me. I was In pnson. and you came to me 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



The project was Initially meut 10 bri:n& ~ People L.ivmg With AIDS 

(Pt.WA) m the Kwaebitmem Dlstnct But It now has members who are outside the 

mtellded dtStnct. The group was inrttalty med!na at the Cath~1C Parish H&l1 at Akwatl.a. 

but currently, they meet: In front of the house of Rev Fr Benson They meet every 

Wednesday to interact WTtb one another, play Indoor pmes, and Bet medical care where 

necessary The problems of indtvtduals are listened to and they are counselled 

appropnately. Each member of the club is later Biven money to use to pay for 

tnlnsportatl.onfares 

As part of the club's programme, members ViSit the communnles, schools and 

Churches 10 educate the people about the devastltlng nature of the KJV! AIDS ListenIng 

10 peers, who t~l about the need to abstain from sex. before mamage, as thq have been 

able to absta.m, does encourqethose nol yet affected to be chaste till they are marned 

Furthennor-e. seemg those mfected with the AIDSdi5ell5eand theustate.does put fear in 

the people, and causa them to cbangethetrpromlKuous sexual behaviour 

Some are abo mined 10 lei short plays Of sketches on HIV I AIDS diSease. among 

other plays The team cxpne artisans, drean-.kerJ, tatlors and sellmstresses, workers 

of the Ghana Private Road and Traffic: Union (GPRTIJ) Within the areas and educates 

them on the dangt::B of the disease and what they can do to help stop Its spread 

A smtilar dub is founded at the St Martins hospital at Agornenya. The Can.dian 

lntemIUOna.! Oe'V'elopment Agency (CLOA) is lpoaIOruIg It It has about two hundred 
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(200) IlW!IItbets who meet 0DCe every month at the hospital to ab&re ideas, and are "ven 

rood .supplements, clodun& pastoral care and medicabon where neca5UY 

The 'CaJ"e AnI..-i West' IS aaotb« mV/AIDS club fOrmed at the Sl Martms 

hospdaI at Agroyensum ia the ObUUl diocese, m the Ashanti ReglOil They also do 

solace to those suffenng from tins hIghly sttgmattsed dasase, and for the victims to come 

toge1her and cncourage one another 

The market place and lOme selected offices are also visited with the HIV AIDS 

ed!oK:abOD campaign meuage. HIVI AIDS pamphlea are dlStributed ak)ngslde eM VIInous 

wo. The botpilal had abo produced a film titled . Mntiaa: AlnS with (·ompan'- ' 

Thu film it to edl.tCUe tbe public: 00 the drc.dful rWwe of the disease, and the need to 

show love and compassion to those Infected wrtb the disease 

Clmql care and AIDS Management are aha goUlg on at the Nkawkaw Catbohc 

hoIpIaI and Bator CatholiC bO$pltal. Those diagnosed as HIV poslbve are nOflllllly 

admitted ... the hosprtals and are treated for the opportunittic di.iCl..Ses such IS coup. 

fevet, dW"fhoee and tuberculosis With the appropriate medications In AIDS 

~thehosprtalsdothetrbestnottodoanythu"byWllyof.hcernelh&ence 

thIt will cause the spread among Its staffand also encourage the HIV/AIDS patlents to do 

tbcsrbesllflordernollotpreadtbedisease 
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Ho .. e Based Can· It IS the Iftuation where People Living With AIDS (PLWA) on 

di.scbatJe from the hosPital, continue to be cared foral theuhomes by staff of the 

hosprtal and at times by some mdiVlduals from the commWlrty trained for such purpo.ses 

h erttails f'el\dar visrts by the hospital home-care team or regular visit to the hospital by 

the AIDS pal1ent3. T1ua Home-Care IS very unportaru smce it h .. been proven that a 

mallly that accepts the AIDS 11atUs ofthetr fAmdy member prefers the pattent being close 

to them at home for beaer care and support Such Cllreand support enablcs tbc sick 

penon to feel loved and thereby live a btt longer than expected Also,theverylic1cand 

dyma: people often prefer 10 Slay at home. especially when they know they could not be 

<:\Ired at the hospital. Furthermore, the relatives of the AIDS patient may be able to 

cany out otber dUbCS more converllentlyat home, .n addltJon to ta}C\ng care ofthc Sick 

person Home--care also offers opportunlnes for the hospita1 team to educate the famIlies 

and communlbes about HIV/AIDS prevention The Agomenya Sl Martins hospital as at 

Scpten'lber, 2002, had about 82 home·based patients. The AIDS patIents are given food 

supplernents, c:I01hesanddrugs 

The Bator Cadtohc HoIPIWas at the tIme ormy VI!Uts, had 7 (AJDS patients) for 

whom i1 providol bome-care SUVlces while the St Martin's hospital at Agroyesurn­

ObuaaihMflShome-basedpments 

Among the named hospttals visited. It VIIIU only at Akwaba S1 Oomtnl(:'s hosprtal 

that there lSa trained pastORI care worker in the penon of Rev. Fr Melt Bobby Benson 

Hepnmdestheneeded pastoral care for all tbe sac.k iD thehoeprtal,Wlth Ipccialatknbon 
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for those liVing with HlVIAIDS Rev. Fr Benson'" opened a school to tram c:hnleal 

pastoral worlters at the St. Oomm.c·s HospltaJ. In Akwa11a. where the major focus 15 on 

pastoral care for the AIDS V1ctlm:$ The infected person hu, lot of guilt feelmg. full of 

anger fOr the person who Infected him or her. and fights agamst the pam of isola bon. It IS 

therefore helpful to have a pastoral worlter who wdl hetp the pallent to tum to God and 

try to furglVe all those who In one way or the other have caused him or her the palM he or 

she IS cummtlyfacmg 

The St DommIC·' HOSpital, In collabOBtlon With Nouguchl Memon;,1 hubtute 

for Mew;lic:al Research (NMIMR), and Mampons Centre for Herbal Medicine, IS uSing 

he1'btlOtreUtorneofthe opportum511C dlSeUes such as fever, chromc dLarrhoea, thrush 

In the mouth _ throat The bert.1 tonic: abo hell» those AIDS patients whose menses 

had oeued to began havmg the,r menstruation According to Sister Miguela Keller-the 

c.o-ordumor oI'pnmary health care, HNIAIDS counsellor and the leader of the AIDS 

e&mp&l8t' tftm • one Doctor OSe! &om Nouguchl approached her to allow the AIDS 

.,.tienta that Vlart tbe hOlpltal to use herbal medlClnethat IS prepared by one Reverend 

R~Ofosu,wtulefurtherresearchv.utobeconductedlntothepotencyofthe 

modtcme It therefore i.mplies that an intbat test to check the potency of the mediCine 

has not been comp5eted. Tha d, the test IS still ongomg. The AIDS l*tJents testified to 

thepotl!lncyoftheherbaJ toRlcthatCIVenthooBh ncould not cure the AIDS d15e&!Je, It 

cures the opportumstlc dIseases and gIVes them very good appetile to eat well 

(fIV/AIDS pabenttfTomall over the countJ'y come to the AkwatiaSt Dominic', hospital 

with empty gallons for the hert.J ton)C at a muumaJ cost of two thousand cedLJ per 

gallon Eada of the pabmtI IS given ten thousand ~ by SiAn Ketler', outfit fof 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



transportahOO beck home.. The Nkawbw Catholic hoapttal has also been USing the 10nic 

for the HlV/AIDS patients 

"'I'lliI it an evidence of the nationwide acceptance of the hCfbaJ tomc by the 

PLWA An AIDS patient (spoke to relteT1lted In the Akan language 'Me nua, se enyc 

~"'royeao"ka",ewudo.dotJdJJ' This 1t1efally 1'neMS, 'my brother, lflt hadn't been 

forth1smOOtelRC,Iwouldhavebeen dead by now' 

Another unpodant project that some of the In5htutloRl in the diocese are 

undtftaking Include, Income-generating prOject for the PI,WA The Rator Catholte 

holpitaJ ..... tablished • projeCt for registered AIDS patients and they produce Items 

like pIllows and local mab Those who are sbllng are gIVen money to entef Into vegetable 

&muna The St MartIn', HC\IIPitaJ al A.groYe5um..Qbuasl had snail, grass-cutter, and 

rabbitry&rrl'llng u an Income-generating venture for the reglltHe<i HrV/AIDS patients 

At Akwatta, the P(,WA are giVeti money 10 trade on thetrown On one afmy 

V1Srts to the hOSPital, Sister Miguela showed me a I'tIeCIpt of a sewmg machine she had 

bouaht lOr one of the AIDS patienta to help her generate some mcome to cater for her 

depondantland hmelf 

An amount of'tMmty-two million, one hundred and thirty thn:e thousand cediS 

(t22.J3l,OOO) was spent on HIV/AIDS pe1lents by SlSter Mlgue .. ·s outfit dun", 2001. 

This amo..- COQIpn:se:s the hi-weekly transportation fues and &nlOurItI given out roc 
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badin .. ~inl and the pIlyment ofschool fees of orpt.ns of AIDS VIctims. On hIS pert 

Rev. Fr. Bobby Benson had spent an amount offooneen mllhon. five hundred thousand 

c:edis (~14, 500, (00) on memben of the "Matthew Chapter 25" .. shown In an 

unpubltshedannualreportoftheclub Itcoveredthecostoffood.transport,medicaland 

C'hnstmas party fOr the AIDS pattents 

1ne NmonaJ Cathohc: Secretanat aiso organises wortshops and traming seminars 

fOf tae.lth and non·lacahh personnel drawn !Tom the vanous duxeses across the country 

The a.m of the: tnlllmng workshop IS to adequ.tely eqUip lhesc: personnel Wlth the needed 

knowtedac III HTV/AJDS to enable them to effecbvely de.l WIth all ISSUes on the dISease 

All thele effons an aaned at curtaJlmg the IprMd of the dlSoue fFJ: 
Nan, V.w Abrokwa, a worker at the Hfalth Department of the N,tlona.1 Catholic .. / 

Secretanat, told me that the secretar1lt had almost finrshed a proposal of estlbhshmg a 

permanent AIDS CommlSlioa. whicb shall be solely responsible for all HlV/AIDS 

prOi~mes of the Ghana Catholic Church The secretanal IS furthtf developtng an 

t-UV/AIDS prosramme 10 be Included in the sylltbl of the VInous setnmanes to be 

srudled by pnests, sisten and other religious workers In training at their seminaries This 

wiD enable them to have full knowledge: of the ditease and be able to teach thClr 

panshners and offer propel" pastoral care for the AIDS patlent3 The proposal on the 

AIDS ('"omrnwlon and Iyllabl for the AIDS dlMlMe fOr priests, Sl'le~ aad rehSlous 

woricers has been forwarded to the Nauonal BIShops' Conrerence for approval 

Fwthermore. the National Catholic Secretariat and Health Dep&rtmentl of the Accra and 
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Kof'ondua dioceses have also pnnted HIV/AIDS matena1s with titles such as ' Live and 

Love Wittlout Fear of I\IDS ', 'Cboon YOall' Life' and 'Waaled for ~turder - AIDS 

Illt: KlLLER' These p&mphlet5 aze distnbuted throughout all the An;:hdloceset and 

dioceses to further help create HIV/AlDS awareness These matenals contam V ital 

mformatlon on HlV/AlDS and other lnfonnation on the need fOr the youth to aVOid 

pcemantal sexualmtercourse 

Collaborative Efforts of the {'a.bolie Institution with Non­
Gonrnmentltl Org.nisations (NGOs) 

The World Health Orgamution (WHO), Nouguchi Memoriallnstltule ofMe<hcai 

Resean;.h and United Nations Children 's Fund (UNICf,F) In collaboration WIth the St 

Martin', Catholic hospital 11 Agomenya a~ running a prognmme. dubbed ' Prevention of 

Mother to Child Transmis.a.aofl ofHJV/AlDS ' (PMTCT) rhe aim or thIS prnttr.llllrne 15 

to C8CQW'II'I voluntary testing of women . especaUy those pregnant In the commUnity 

The prepantmotbctriscounsel~ and encouragcdas the AJJte..Natal ClIniC to UDderaoa 

voluntary test fOf HIV ' AIOS. When she agrees, the test IS conducted to find her status, 

whetherHrv poIitiveo.-otberwae IfltatoundoultMtJhe IS a camerofthe ViruS, the 

hospltaJ then PUg heir under speaal treltment. on the NIVerapme drug (m fonn of a 

tablet) TNt it meant to reduce the nsk of Infeclina the child with the AIOS virus. The 

baby i. also given the liqUid form of the NI\lerapine mediCine se\lenty·two (72) hours 

aftertbectuld·s delivery. 

The lmIe hosprtal (SI Manto) lS abo wuiertalung a programme known u the 

START ~ _;,soIefy_edby FUI"'YH_'nl=atio"",(F.IlL) 
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The START proJe'C' has a comprehensIVe HTV/AIDS prOlf8lllme. which foc:uMf 00 

beh8vloural change. The procramme aJso proV1des Ann-retroVlraJ drugs to HJV posrtlve 

penons and maten81 support to l-UV/AIDS camers In bnet'the programme looks at 

prevenuon, treatment and 5UppOft for HIV/AIDS patients One may say that the Catholic 

Church In Gh8N IS dotng a 101 to bnng at least solace to the HIV I AIDS patients. 

We 'Mil look now at wM.1 the Salvation Army il doing 81 pan of then 

pt'ogramme to help curtail thesprc.d of the HlV/AIDS disease 

THE SALVATION ARMY AND THE IIIV/AIDS DISEASE IN 

~ 

The Salvation Army (SA) Church is ooe of the religious Ofganisauons that has 

taken up the fisht against the ,pread of the HIViAlDS disease In the IatteT pen of the 

1990', the Mechcal and Social Servu:a Oep&rtmenl (MSO) of the SaJ .... tJon Army _ 

Ghana Temtonat Commuwl- introduced programmes In some of its cllmcs and hospitals 

thai are to help tn cunailina tbe spread oftbe H1V/AIDS dlSfASe 

Accord:ma to the SaJvatJon Anny 

1be adbemItJ of the Salvabon Army are motlvatod by God's love and 
um to: demoasttate the practJcal heeJina ministry of Jesus Cbnst by 

:~"'se:::d~~~m~r:=s:~"::r~en~ld-:a~ 
and community 

The SaJvatlOll Anny bel~es that every mdMdual IS important In the sight of 

God. 1Dd -. the ~ to be ~ m body, mtnd and spWit. Penon, who suff'a- &om 
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any limen, Including Human lnmuanode6cleflCY VD'Ul (H1V). should not expenence 

fejectJon at any level from the SOCiety In whleh they live The SalvatJon Army further 

s.eeb to promOite qualrty re.tJOnshlps betweeft those Infected and other persons Invotved, 

IndudmB familIeS. mends and communrty rnembeni 

The MedK:al .. d Soaal Serv1ces Deplftmeftt (MSD). using the commuRlty~based 

pubapdory approach. has adopted SlniIteglCS thIt would take care ofH1V/AlDS patients 

as weU. thole that wookl prevent the spread oithe disease and create the neces.sary 

awarenessofrtthrougheducahooandcounlelhns 

Tbe actJvitJe5I of the Salvation Annyean be put under the following headings 

fdu<:atlon/schoolsHTV/ AJDSproJcct, 

Home and Community Bued·Cate. 

{'hnlcal Management. 

Capacity BUilding Trauung orTrainera. 

Advocacy and SenSItl!ahon Workshops and Scmmars 

Training of Community Care Gwer (CeQ), 

ProductionofEducabonallhltenal 

The educationfltoChool's HIV/AIDS proJect .... to do with a programme where.by 

tralned . AIDS workers' do VISit vanous Kbools and communities to t:ducaae them on the 

dcvastab.n8 effects of the dlseue aD both the Infected and the communrty Tbey .iso 

ldenbfy profastonals - anis.ans. hIItrdressers, Ihoemakers (cobblers), and waYSide 

mochanlCSand edUC8lethemoa the HJV/AIDS daseue. TbelChoolllrelarJeted becauae 
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tb8y IalJ wrthinthe hJgb-nsk m.fecoon bracltet (tbe ages or18 and 34). The Salvation 

Army a.lIo dlstnbutcl prepared HIV/AIDS kstlets, which contarn all the neceuary basiC 

mformation on HJV/AIDS 

The SaJvatioa Army (SA) bas empowered its vanous medical mstltubons In 

placa hke So&. in the Volta Regton, Wenchi in the Brong Aharo ReSlon, Anum and 

Begoro m the Eastern Regioa. Agona Dunkwa UI the centnJ Region as well as Wlaffloase 

In the AshantJ Region to cany out chnlcal management of the HlVfAIDS disease and 

Home and Community Based-Care for PLWA AccoRhng 10 the Salvation Anny' s 

ffiV/AIDS coonhnator ItId the head of the Medical and Social Services Dep4lrunent. 

Major AMaIe, there.-e trained mechca] staffs and tratned community volunteeD who pay 

replar VlSia to AIDS patleatl in their homes The counsellon visit such pstientl to 

providelham WIth food~. drugsat&d clothIng ThisCommumly CareGlVer5 

(CCG) 1ft abo tome'What tramed to pnMde putolal care to the plttenl, through whICh 

thePlt:iea.I·scmottonal . pI}'CbokJgicalandlpultuaJneedsarecate~ror 

In Sltuatlons where the AIDS patients have been isolatooand neglected bytbeu 

families, the trained staffs of the Salvation Anny do visit such individuals on duly basIs 

to render to them the necessary care 81, for example, btothmg and feedm8 them The 

personnel try to conVince fiunilies to accept the pments and treet them ., they will treat 

any other SIck p~on In the family The Salvation Army hehe-vet that penon, who suffer 

from the Human Immunodeficiency Vinaa (HIV) should not expenence any rejection at 

any levet ofsoctety from their &mJly ortbe society in wtllch they live Consequently the 
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Satvanon Army, throuJb Ttl home aDd commuruty care, tnes 10 promote quatrty 

relationship between those Infected. the" famihes, fnends and commuruty members 

Anocher stnde of the Salvation Army m helping so curb the spread of AIDS In the 

community IS the trammg of laY/AIDS counseUon at their vanous clinical Instituttons 

Thae tJainod counsellon are InVoled itt both pre and poat counselling &etivitics The pre· 

counselling had to do With the situatIOn where Individuals who complain of the 

oppof1Unlstic dueaes assoaated wrth die HlV/AIDS d isease are encouraged to go 

voluntanlyfortheAIDStest 

It abo aimt at CODICieotising them on bow to receive the shocking news in case 

they \cit po.ibve. The poM-COUDIeiling has to do with the pieces ofadvtce given to the 

iDdlvidual who .. waled k) be HIV positive. 11us include. how to live a healthy life and 

cope WIth 1M discrimination and stigma that may come from some &.nnly members and 

SOCIdyailuJewhen they &retold about their l-UVSWus. ~ trained counselLors also 

form part of the Home and communrty Based..('ate teun that VISits the tenmRlI AIDS 

patlentsathorne 

The obJecuve of the tnuning workshop. according \0 Kennedy Japlong,2S IS 10 

eqUiP and bro.den the knowledge and slolls ofparuClpanu about HlV/AJDS preventIon 

aDd care aDd ., ako strmuJate the IIllnds of COrDmItted and well-mobvaed IndjVlduals to 
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acoeptthechaliengeofvolurrtwism.1 meta AIDSpabents at the Akwatia Sl Dominie's 

hospuaJ and the Karle-Bu Teaching Hospltll tw (Feven Unit). who nanated their 

palhebc stones to me The Sl Domiruc's patient lOki me that the family would have 

nodnn8 to do wrth her when they got to know of her status as ~ AIDS pabenl Even her 

children were adVISed not to come near to her Since abe would mfect them with the 

disease No one would eel ber cooked food for feet of bong Infected With the AIDS 

disease She 'WIlS really isolated Thts act and behaVIour from the family caused her a lot 

of emotional and psychological torture. She therefore appreciates so much the Home 

based-care. At the Korle-Bu hospital. the AIDS pabent narrated to me that, when the 

family got to know of her HIV/AIDS status. she was openly dlscnminated against 

Acc.ordma to her. anytIme she finished haVlng her bath. a member of the family. In 

protecbYe gloves and shoes and detergent would go and scraptbc whole bathroom Food 

IS placed attheentntnceofherdoor The counsellors. therefore. educate such famthes 

wIIo~li"orant.bouthowtohandlethoseinfectedWiththedisease 

In hne With the tralnln8 programme in giVing their staff and community 

voluntaa. the reqUISite knowkdae about HIV/AIDS. the Salvation Army also arganila 

muung workshops for setec:ted members ftom their vanous diVIsions or districts across 

tbecouatJy "l1tetnained persoaael at this workshop become what they ClII the RegIOnal 

Retponte Teams (RRT) or DIVIsional Resource Team (DRT) ()[" the CommunIty Based 

VoIuutecn (CBV) on HlV/AIDS Acoordmg to my InfOnnatlt, Major Asante. the 

HJV/AlOS co-onhnator oftbe Salvation Army. the RRT or ORT learn IS responsible after 

then tn.tn ... for the pieania, and coordinabon maD HrvfAIDS ac:bVJttet within the 
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d,viJioo or district. The RRT or DRT Comnuttce IS rt*Ie up ofth.rce (3) peBOnS &om 

meneduc:atJOna1 msbtutJOnS (the reg100al director, a w.cherand ItUdent), three (3) from 

me chmes (the adnnrustrator, an outreach person and • community volunteer) five (5) 

from the ('burch (the dl.!tnetldiVislooal commander. the heMI. of the women 's 

organisation. diwllonal youth leader. ordaJ.ned Church le.der. and a lay person), two (2) 

commuOlty representatTVes (mate and female appointed by the chlefand queenmother or 

anopmlonleader)andone(IJrepresentatlvefromthedistnctasaembly 

According to ~JOf ASIrIle, the overall go&l is to SlJaIgthen and empower the 

commUIUty to parbclJllllle and design sustilnaMe HIV/AIDS programmes, which WIll 

n'tr'lNllII)' ad to a reduced nsk of HIV He further reiterated that the RRT or DRT 

would serve as coordinators and advisory bodie. to the Community Sued Volunteets In 

tht1rrespetbvtdlvulOns 

The SaJvation Army is abo seeking for donor funds to establish a permanent fund 

that WIll c.aterfor the orphans of the AIDS victims in theirareu of opera lion Available 

reports of the Medical and Social Department (MSO) offices mdtcate that lOme OfphanS 

are catered for. through the payment of their school fees and prOVISion of other matenal 

needs of the ItS 

As pall: of the Satvation Army's policy m belping curb the spRlld of the AIDS 

p&ndemIC, the Salvauon Army bad also pnnted HIV/AlDS educabon.J leaflets both In 

F,ngIPSh and other two Gba:rwan langu..ases (Dagbanl and Ewe). The Oqbanl leaflet ls 
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entitled CHEL DABEM KA MAlJ TAMAHA. meenil'll ' fi'om rear to hope' and that of the 

Ewe is 1'$0 V)vJ Me Y, MJkpJkpJ Me. al.Jo (Mans 'from fear to hope' ThIS lS aimed at 

h~lptng the indigene to read about HIV/AIDS in hlllher own languase foe' bettet 

understanding The Satvabon Army, as I wu told, IS In the process of seaning the 

setVlces of language expem In the other loc:aJ languages 10 help them transJatethe 

HlV/AIDS messages Into the renwnlng languages The SaJva110n Army had also pnnted 

HIV IAIDS SbckeB. cups and T --shuts. With the common objective of crelbng awareness 

about the dtSCBSe 

In addition to the pontiog ofthc- HlV/AIDS materials. the Salvatton Anny had 

further dBveIopcd. an audto Vldootape titled. SItARF.() CONC": KN The film shows 

how an mdrvldual could be Infected with the dlscue and Its deVU1l.tins effect on the 

f\Drc plans ofthal mclMduaJ. It also ae.ches how m prevent the diJeua 

1be vanous hospitals and cliniCS of the Salvanon Anny, fOf example., those in 

Anum, Besom and Agona Duakwa have been equipped with the neceaaary medical 

equIpment that WIll help to any out clinical management of HIV"AIDS 

Accont.ma m Major Asante. the Satvation Army is also seeking for a donor 

support to es1l.blrsh income-generating actiVIties for the people hVlng wtth HrVIAlDS 

The Sal'4Cion Army beJie¥es that the best way to control the spread of tho de.dly disease 

\S through Toca1 Abl.unence among the unmamed and faithfulness to one's spouse In 

Iddiboa, the S&I...moa Army. ul'':hke the c.tboIic Church, promotea and enc.ouragea the 

UH of condon bycbose IndiVIduals wtl06nd rt very dlfficuh to a-.n Oftemam 
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f.uthfUI to then panncrs Thus, some of their HIVIAIDS educatJonaJ sbckeB reed · The 

Salvation Amly sa,..,. PRF.VF.f''T AIDS· AVOID l :'\t'H.o ... t :CTED SEX 

The phlk>tophy of promoting the use of condoms come. from the fact that. the 

HTV fAIOS prognmtnel have to do with the whole SOCiety and not only the ""aIth 

c:ommuruty, which aomehow undentands the need to abstain from sex or rantin faithful 

to mamed pattnen Tne question that is usually asked IS what happens 10 drose wlto are 

0.11$_ tift! 'pith CWfJllf."ity tJI7d C(Ulnut either alulain or reltlain faithful"! The Salvation 

Army beheves that such people should be allowed and encouraged to use condoms to 

pnIIlIOCtt:hemselvcseveotboushthccondom .. nothundred percent safe Oneofmy 

\nfonnanta at the Salvation Anny' s head office re:lterBted, "I(the promotIon of condoms 

coupled with other mcuures had helpod countries like Uganda CO reduce the flte of 

IiIV/AIDS sprad, why don 't ~ support the Govemmrnt In the promotion and sale of 

coDdoms. as we abo educale the populace: on the Importance of abstinence and 

faithful,..?' 

We shall then tum to the Ahamadlyya religious body to find out how best they are 

also trymg to cope wllh thesltuabon 

THE AHMADIVY A ~USLIM ~ISSION A!IOI> nlE IIIV/A IDS 
DISEASE IN GHA1'iA 

The AllrtwdIY)'S Mushm Mission in c:Jh.a off"ICII.Uy started addre.,ing the 

problem ofHlV/AIDS In 1993 The MtUion has a ",rtmrnt kno .... n as lhe Fa.mly LIfe 

EducatIon at the head offiu in ACCIlL nUl department is reaponslble, among other 
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I$SUes, fOf mappmg out prosrunmes that would deal WIth the HIV IAIDS dl~. Haphls 

Ahmed J Saeed. who IS the 6rst deputy Ameer. heads this department, whIch has a ten· 

man nanonal ooordmattng comnutUe 

YUldQuamoo. a member ofme above conumttee. saId that smce thelt members 

are abo .. nsk of beu~ tnfocted with the dlseue and there were cases where some 

members were actually Inf6C1ed with HIV/AIOS disease. there IS the need for them 10 get 

senOUl In mapping out stntCS:JCII to dooaI with the Incurable dlst'lIlSc The strategIes 

adopted mclude holding of workshops and semmars. traming of memben as peer and 

rn8IUre educaaors aod. counseUon. friday mosque preachmg (exhortiuon). chntcal 

management and schools' educational programmn The Ahmadiyya Muslim MiSSIOn 

-. well--developed orpnLSed dlltrid. fe8'on.a1 and nabonal JantaQI (community) rallIes 

(conferenc:n). where some of the mortl m,ues that Include HIV,AlDS dIsease are 

cfiocuaod. 

The MISSIOn. through her health insUNlions. offett cltRical testing fo r HlV and 

the treatment of the opportunistic diseases. The health instiTUtions are made up of the 

cliRlca and fuW"homoeopathichOlpitab. lbese Misaion hospital. can be located In Ruadi 

near Kum8S1, Kofondua. Mankeslm, Sekyedumasl. Techiman and Swedru They have 

trained HlVtAlDS penionnel who give pre and post coun.aelhng iefVlces to the Infected 

and the affected The tramed staBS arc mandated to educate abo the communTtles In their 

arllllS of Juosdlcuon about the deadly disease lnclUlive In tiu. HlV/AJDS coordinatmg 

teems are the reg.ooaJ DUSSlOnanes and managers oftbc AhmadiY)'ll'choois. The trained 
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counsellors are 10 ex\cDd the edUCI.tiOI'l to all the Ahmadiyyaschools, and to dsseminate 

all the necessary mfonnatlOD about HIV/AIDS to the puptls and students 

Another sCtategy the Ahmadtyya MwtOn tS adopting 1<; 10 mcrease the knowledge 

about the HlV I AIDS dueue by the u~luSion of the sub,ect HIV I AIDS In the syllabus of 

the Fanuly Life Educabon UI all the Junior and SCIIltor Secondary schools across the 

country YuslfQuamoo h8d sud that the Family Life Education formally compnsed such 

IOpKS as population, drug abuse and sexuahty, And as the saying go., 'mformauon 

bnngs transformation·, YuslfQualnoo felt that the students would serve as resource 

The annual r,W.,. or conferences o(the Mission are also used to exhort and 

educate mcmben 01'1 moral wues with the CUITall focus on HJV/ AIDS menace Other 

ethical and mq lSIUee tI"ealod during thele rallies centre on honuty. chastrty. 

fiuthfulness. accountability, respectability and certain fundamental truths of the 

Ahrnadlyya MISSion Tbe Mission believe. that through theae rallies. the Ahma(hyya 

Jammu (community). especially, the youth would be equipped with the necessary moral 

3.ltnud~ to holp the ausadeapinsttheapreed of the HlV /AIDS di5C:a.\e 

The Home Based-Care Programme. accordlQg to Yusif Qullnoo, IS not well 

~ but the few memben of the Muston who ate known 10 have JnVfAIDS are 

Visited lind gwen the necessary sptntua.l. emObonal. psychologu::al and matenaJ needs. 
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ThIS 1$ a way to sbow love to the am,cud and to belp them in such bmes, This is 10 tiDe 

with the Hadrth which says.. 'H~ wlto believes i" Atfalt CJJtd tlte /,051 Vay shmdd be 

beneficent towards 1115 ne,pbollrs',· 

The Ahmadlyya Mmion. IS part of rts ImmC(hate future plans to help stop the 

spreed of1be HlV/AIDS,"U oonca'ltrate her HIV/AIDS activities in thenorthem part of 

the country, notably, W, Bolgatanga and Tamale municipAlities and their Immediate 

envlf'OnmentJ Ac:corchnS'" the Mission'S AIDS COOfdinator - Yusif Ouamoo, the 

OOtu:.entratlon WIll enable the MISSion to use her sc:arce rnources more effectively in their 

AIDS campugn He SIJd that the north was chosen smce It IS the lcut affected area with 

HJV/AIDS disease, the coocentrnuon WlII therefore help to fully eqUip the Inhabitants 

WIth the requlSlce HJV/AIDS know~dse hence keep the spread of the diKa.se at ItS 

In addlhon. the Mission is In the process oHonnlng VrRGIN'S CLUB· a club of 

yoUlii glrls and boys ID the sdlool, who have not experienc:cd $C:JltUilI Intercourse The 

aim orthls club will be the promotton of chastity and purity amonS the youth, inculcating 

In them lhe unportanGe and joy of remaining a virgan until 00(' IS mamod 

The MiSSIOD is also to collaborate with the traditional rulers in their &fa! of 

... on..:entl1lllon to promote certain good b'admonal practJ.ces that help promote chastity and 
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responslbte !ellu.al behavIOur 1ft the SOCIety, for example, sellua,l and other bebaVlouni 

lbc Ahmadlyya MWK)n. like the Catholic Church and the Samoan Anny, 

bel~CII tbIt 1be best way ofcontrolling the sprced otlhe HIV/ AIDS dj,ease is through 

the pt'omooon of total absttnence from se'l( and faithfulness to parmeta tn mamage 

Ho~er, the Mission has abo realised thait In Spite of the educ.bon. people are sbll 

settingtnfec1edandarelnfecting~SmcetheMisslOncannot lookon,ittherefore. 

lOea to promo4Ie the use of condoms. even though not 8 poonty, as a means of offering 

p'OlktJon against the spread of the disease TO those who find It C!lllttemely difficult to 

abrIaun or remain falthfid 110 their spouses YusifQuunoo puts It th8t, 'Islun do. not 

encourap ~lfW1tal and extra-mantal sexual Intercourse, but human as Yo'e are. not 

every indiVIdual can adhere to such commandment from Allah' 

Consequently, the Mission has refused to associate ItHlf WIth the philosophy of 

those who thmk that the promotion and ute of condoms would promote promlSCUrty and 

unfaithfulness amanS the Ghanaian populace 

We shUl now look at what the Afrikama RenalSsance MilSton religtoUi group IS 

aIIodOIOBto hetp fightthespreed of the HJV/AlDS disease 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



TIlE AFRIKANIA RENAISSANCE \ l ISSION AND THE HIV/AIDS 
()(SrASE IS GHANA 

Acconfmg to the Afrikanl!! RenaISsance: '-'fIssion 's spintual head and INder, HIS 

Holiness O5ofo Kofi Amevc. the education on the f-UV/AIOS disease has been restricted 

10 only the members and to the commumbes where the MISSion 'S shrines are located due 

to1hehmMdresourcesatthesrdisposal 

TheMli310nllioftheviewthattheever·mcreasmgspreadofthedtseaselsdueto 

the breakdown of the traditional moral belief systems. the outfight rejectton of taboos and 

Ihe breakdown of the extended fiunily system. The leadership of the Afnkama 

Rawaaance Mts.iion believea that a reintroduction of traditional be hefs and practices 

such as the stnct adherence to the perfonnance of puberty rites, for example, dipo, and 

the obsavance oftabool (sexual taboos} wtll ac:tua.Ily help to curtaJl the spre.d of the 

HJV/AIDS dlSe8H in the Ghanaian society 

As the first sLep. memhcB of the Mission who are to lead the Sunday worship 

progtamn'lC' are 81ven a few mlnu~ to educate members of the MIssion about the 

drceedfulness of the HIV/AIDS disease and what to do to keep themselves from being 

infected with the V)rus Members of the MISSion. especially the pnests and pnestesses of 

the various wonhlp centra (shrines) also do educate the commumty about what the 

HTVIAlDS II all about. how not to get Infected and how to help fami ly memben who 

unfortunately have bccn mfectcd with 1hediseese 
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The Afhltmma ReoatSAftCC MISSIon, In ~Iaborabon W1th the Ghana Psyduc and 

Tradlbonal Healen AaeocIltlon. IS trymg to resc:&rCh uno a herbal tonIC. that is, to 

dlSGOver hertal medicine that will be potent enough to cure the HJV/AIDS discae. 

Consequently, Hu Holmess Kofi Ameve, had saMi that. 'I have asked these herbahsts to 

Crllerlnto trance (the spmtual labon.tones _ hec1auns)and askthe sodsordivuutaeslO 

gave them dlrectlons as to what types of herbs they can use to cure the deadly HlV I AIDS 

disease' HIS Holiness also altesed that a member of the assocaation, Dr. Noamesl of 

Asamankese has found a cure for the IllY I AIDS dlsCMe But that the strange thinS about 

that herbal medicine IS that. after cunns the disease. the men become impotent 

At the tune of this research this is all the Afukam8 Ren81uance MISSIon ts domg to 

help fiptapmil tbe spread of the disease 

We .... 11 now have. bnef discussion on the controversial Is.sue of the use and 

promotIOn ofCODdoms ua means of,nvent1ftg the spread ofthc HIV Virus 

Tm" CO:'!OOM CONTROVERSY 

The UMI of condoms as a measure to prevent the spreed of the HIV I AIDS disease 

has ~oped a lot ofdebw1e W1thln the rehllol!8 circles 

The Effectiveness of Condom 

Condoms were invented in order to prevent pregnancy by obstructln, the passage 

ofspema They ~nolonganally i.ntended\oPfCV'iftt1be~seoftheHIVvlrus 

'The Hrv VlNS IS much smaller than a sperm. A 'mIcron' IS 1/100 mililmetrcs, 

and sperm "-. di&me1erof3-S microns The dmmellefoflhe HIV virus iaO.IIIIICfOll 
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Smu the latex from which condoms are mede has pore. of up 110 S microns In dlU1lCtef. 

there could be a posslbllrty oftbe HIV VIruS passing through. condom. An actual study 

OVtll" tlghteen months ofcouples. when! one was H1V- poIrbYe and the othtr ntgaave, 

produced tht followmg result!;: where there was no sexual contKt, none of the HIV -

neptwel bocame posrbve~ where the COlIpMs had sex Without protection. 81 % of the 

nepbVes became posmve, where condoms were used, 17% of the negatives became 

HIV -positives. n This TCSuft shows that the condom 11 not 100% safety meaure agamit 

theHIV 

As the t.ttle 'gIIlnst HI\, AIDS rages., the promotion of condoms appean to be 

the IUIIW one preventive stJategy. as messages of partntr limitation, faithfulness and 

abstmcoc::e do not soem to be calefnng on with pcoplt. especially among the youth 

£Xpclf1l at the forefront of the battle .g'lnst HIV/ ALDS think condom-based prevention 

campaign OR ltIV/AJDS,houkibetbekey.lntegY.lnce it is uuleu theaedays talking 

to the youth .boutmorallf) as a way ofpreventmg the spread of the daseue 

This poslbon taken by the experts who are doubling efforts to reach out to all 

segments of the community Wlth condoms has not gone well With most rehglous groups 

The religIOUS groups are saymg more emphasis should be placed on .bstinence and 

fa.thfiJlness because condom promotion IS not an effectIVe method of preventing 

HlV/AlDS and aauallmmoraJrty 
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Mrs. Bernice Ai Heloo, the dR:lClOr ofPro-Lmk. a GhanAIan Non.(Jovemmental 

OrpDlAllon (NGO). 15 a strong 8dvocate of the use of condoms especially the femaJe 

condom as a preventlve meaure to the spread ofme HIV/AIOS She said that ' Religion 

.. provtng to be a hamer and we cannot talk to them about condoms. This IS an obstacle 

smlCe Cbu~h members are gettlng Infected too' 

My mvahgabOftI, however. revealed that, apan nom the Catholic Church which 

I' strongly against Ihe ute 01 condoms. many of the other religious bodiN, for example, 

the Salvaoon Anny, the AhmadlY)'a Mushm Miss.on and the Afnkama Renaissance 

MINtOn Mheve that.. room should be made for those who can neilher abstam nor remam 

fallhfullO their putners, to use the condom The Catholic Church is of the view that this 

kmd ofhherty Will open the floodgates OfpromlKUity, Npee18l1y. amongst the youth 

Hence the Onm:h ha persIStently disassoc"ted ttself from the promobon and use of 

condoms Below" the rqwoductlon ofportloas ohhe Ghana Catholic BIShops' Annual 

ConferenceC'ommunlqueof1987, 2000and200lrespecttvelytovolcetheustandonthe 

use and promobon of condoms It states 

Weoonslder It most unfortunatc th:H Instead ofpromotmg 

sexual moraIrty, many are Id ... ocating the use of condoms 

u. protectloa 8guftSt AIDS What we need is self-contro~ 

dlsClplme and observance of the natura1l..aws of God lJ 

The2000C'ommuniquehaddUawuy 

We llJe powerless In the &ce afthe escalabng spread ofHN/AIDS 

~a..op.'-ll999)..op~p. 1I9 
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We know the cause oftbe spre.d ofHIV/AlDS. The mam cause 

isimmoraJlife.andyetbmeandbmeagaJnwearepreaented 

wilh Ihe condom as the panacea for preventlllg HJV/AIDS Its 

U!reeven Ifit were etfecbve, lnevrtabtybrings in ibwaXesheer 

sewa1 trTeSpOnslblhty &lid unmorallty whtCb are as evil u 

HlV/AlDS 19 

We reatente that the oruy remedy to the spread of 

AIDS IS a clean. monl. sexual life. It IS pro-rrwitat and elCtnl­

mariu.lsexthatls,fomlcatlonand aduilitrythatc:an cause havoc 

That IS why we diSSOCiate ourselves from the school of thought of 

thoR who promote the use of the condoms as the solution to 

counteract me spta(l of the I-UV/AIDS VIRUS Theuseof 

condoDl9lsboundtoopentheftoodpteaofseJlualpromisC\uly 

among apeciaJly the young. which will brin. In Its Inul • 

lImentablelncrease m the mCldencc of teenage pregnancy, 

aoomon and prOStlMlon As we ha~ repealedty done In the ."" 

put. we ihowd like on this occasiOD again to Itrw the 

anpon:.tceofupholding moral standard 31 thc only sun: way 

ofpreveotml and combabng AIDS ThiS Includes total abstinence 

outside mamaae, fidelity within owriage. and aVOidance of drug 

.buoe" 

The above stalementl clearly show dult the Cathohc Church IS strongly opposed 

to the promotion UMI !lie of condoms as a means of preventmg the spreed of the AIDS 

dlSeUe. lh,s offiCl.al c:ondemnaoon of the use ofoondoms by the Catholic Church is 

hued on the Church's attitude to artificial OQnD'aCeptlon In gene.al. In the Chwch's 
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View, usmg condoms IS opposed to the sixth cornm&Ddment of God. 'You sJrall not 

commir adultery ', wtnch fort:nds the misuse of God 's gtft ofsex whIch i1 mtended for the 

bl.nsln.&ssion of hfe In nwnage Accordulg to the Church. using a condom DOt only 

makes noRiense of sexual Intercourse Itself. It IS an encouragement to :un sexually, The 

Catholic Church, as a SOCial mstrtuhon, has the moral obligation of malong sure the moral 

fib~ of the Indmdual and the community as a whole, 1$ taken to the highest level 

Therefo~, to promote the use of condoms is to defeat dIIe work of the Church 

The Church beheves that teaching and convinCing its members and the entire 

soaety of their responsibility to do what d nght. (tasu.d of saymg that it as difficult to 

overcome sexual tcmptabon) should be the way out To the ChuR:h. the scnpture bas 

1UtOd~lytt.t. ·.re,snoteneptaIiOftIIttJ'mQllca""OlOVerco"" ', (l" 

Connthans 10:13) Hence eve!)' man 11 very e&pI.ble of o \ crcommg any 5exual 

temptallon The Church uks. ' Where lies the argument In condom promotion for those 

whocannertilerab.uinnorbewthful1' 

The opponents of me promotIon and use of condoms as a prevenuve measure to 

the spread ofHN/AlDS arwue furtherthattbe condom promotion advertisements in the 

electr(MHC and pnnt media do not even teach how the condom IS to be used There is 

therd'ore a greal poI.lbility of people using It wrongly, the~by ending up Cl.Uling more 

harm to themleivel and their mnocent sex partners Furthermore. the advertisement 

IoflCImSlIO gJvesunplemessagetbat ' eerlysex tS pennlS!uble Ifonly condoms are used ' 

Mr. Maurice Ocquaye, the fonner SalVIbon Army AIDS project cool"(hnator, 

however, contend. that if some religJous bodlellft apinsc. the use of condom because II 
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IS seen to be 'worldly', then they should extend theu qument &pJRSI the use of 

inJections, drugs and other mecheaJ inventions which are not In the Bible According to 

t .. m. the S&lvation Army does not condemn the use of condoms as a preventive measure 

ap1nst liN/ AIDS. He funher te1teratc:d, 'No Pastar or Blloop has the right 10 judge 

anyone The indivtdual member would gtve account tndrvtduaUy to God' But \WI quick 

10 add, ·thepa5tororblSkopowes rta duty to SlVeaJl the Information avtlilabletotheu 

congugaoons The mdivtdual woufd then decide whether to use condomJ If abstInence 

orfarthfulnessprO'Vesdlfficull' 

The PresIdent John AsYrSum Kufour, a Catholic, In his address 10 the nation on 

the world AIDS Day on the 1st of December 2001, also ob-srrved thit. "tbem05t rehable 

protection ItplNt the sprlllld of HJV/AIDS is abstinence and for those who cannot 

absIam rt II unperatJve tt.t we encourage fidehty amonl the pannen But If that tool 

should f&I~ then che beat pn1tteCtlon IS the condom. And here we s hould not shy from 

prac:1tIlnlthepopularllogan,whlchstates,'lIitisnoton.thenitisnotin·". 

The debate OD .. UK of condoms was recently brought to the fore at Kenya 

wherr a leadmg newspaper, Tile l'iatioe.JI. published 1M ongOlOg debate about how to 

deal WIth the couotry's AIDS crillS. The debete sparked off confhct between the 

Prestdenl and a prominent Catholic Btshop. John NJLae The Prcstdent. Damel Map Moi 

announced that state-fWl ramo and televwton would Ilve free aU1Jme to help ed~ the 

populabOD about the use of condom and AIDS preventIOn, whIle BIshop John NJue 

···TlIeN ..... ·.DI;o..-..t..IJiW~. '-21, lOoo.p. 6 
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rejected the use of condoms and mstelld ca11ed for faithfulness among roamed couples 

and abstmence for othen ' Nobody has ever died offuthfulness ', the Btthop satd The 

Kenya Government then published a letter from an tn~atlOD&l orgllnsaboll. 'Catholic 

For A Free ChOice.' wtuch called on BIShop NJue, 'to follow the humanrtarian example 

of the French and German Bishops who have rccogmsed the moral imperab\'e of 

alloWlnl the uae of condoms to prevent the spread of AIDS and allow the Catholic 

faithful to make their own deCIsion about condom usc' II can be lR(e~ from the 

ongomgargument lhattheC'athol!c pnesthood IS even divided on the use and promot1 on 

of condoms 81 a preventive measure 10 the campaIgn agamSI thc- spread of lUV I AIDS 

The condom debate IS thus creating some confusion amongst the religIOUS 

community h ts the VleW ofthtS reseereher that no matter what happens, n01 all WIll 

adhere to the rnc:nJ teKhmS of total abstinence or to remam fillthful to one ', partner 

The CatholIC Chun:h mu~ humbly know that not all rt:s members Will obey the teachings 

of the Church in thetr IOtIlLaty Those who \hu'lk they can neither abstam nor remain 

fiuthAlI to their pannen may be allowed to use condoms ,(thiS Wlil save them from being 

Infected wnh the AIDS d1HUe The Government should also not only promote condoms 

but come 0\11 wnh national moral pohcy to help revamp the ever-alanning moral 

drudencethecountJytSfac1ng 

We sMIl make fuller sugestions conoertung the ISSue En our Ilrta' CkapteT1 , as we 

lumow at1entlon m the nextchap&erlO the problem ofBnbery and Comaption In Ghana 

I.ftdwba!thetdentlfiedRehgtousbodiesare~loovercomeH 
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CHAPTER FOlJR 

ROLE OF RELIGIOt:S BODIES/GROl oPS 
IN THE FIGHT TO STAMP Ol T BRIBERY A"ID 

CORRUPTION FROM THE GHA,''1/AIAN SO('lETY 

mE ROLE OF TIlE CATHOLIC CHloRCH IN TUF. FIGHT 
AGAINST BRIBI:RY AND CORRloPTIOri 

The Cathohc Church. Ghana.. IS much awaken to the socially WOIl)'IRg act of 

corrupuon And by COI'TUpuon we are refemng to 'the use of publK: office for prwate 

pm" Acconhng to the dIctionary ofSocla) SCience. corruption IS 'the violation ofa 

publIC duty or a departure &om high moral standards In exchange (or (or U1 anticIpation 

01) peGOn&i pecunul1} gam, power Of prestige '! hom Itt etymology in Latm - Co-

t\lm~. means 'to bn:ak uno Pieces', 'to destroy or annlhll.iu", to falSify', 'to 'piU ', 'to 

fllat or make WOf'SC '. ' to rum or weaken rnoB.1ly or to damage ' 

w~ tan Infer from the above definlbon~ that corruption IS a deViation from a set 

of moral -.... or ruls that gulde the conduct of PeBOnJ for pnvate galn. In the 

moral realm. Khons ue nghl bocauc they have value for persons or promote the welfare 

of 'OC1CIty ... who~. wbile wrong actions are thole that are harmful to the &OCtety-. The 

Catholte: Chun;h m ~ hili been pla)1n& vanous roles that would help i.D overcom1R8 

the problem ofClOmlpbon In Ghana b do. tlua through the WUUlB out of Pas1Dra1 

~~1:'iI7I ...... g.!t"("".·Aa~ __ ,,",,-(q. 

:C::;WJ aKollI . W_}'(It64).~~sa...~ 'nwud;~ 
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h..1.tctS. commUniques, orgalllzabon of WOJbbops and semUllIS, coofcrcnccs, SOCiety 

meetangsand the hokhng of prayer SesSIOns andsennons on conupbon Throughuus, 

the Church appeab to the mmd and conscience. and therefoce. the monJrty of the 

IOdlVldual members. to adopt a hfestyle that IS devoid of such a soclil Vlce 

fntheChureh 'sopmlon. 11 IS love and unity u..t can help solve thIS soctal and 

mor1Il probkom ofcorruptton. For, no Individual who loves his Of her neighbour will 

Indulze In corruptJon, theCbureh believes Since acx:ordina to the Bible, love 15 not 

selfith. takes no pl(S5ure In sinful aets but delights tn the ttuth (1 Connthlan~ 13 '4-10), 

the Cathohc Chun;h 1INchm about the need for all to love one another ThIS, she believes, 

can help stamp out comlpnon from the SOCiety. The Church believes that. If the 69 per 

cent of Chnstl&ns. aooordmg to the 2000 populabon figures., WlI1 demonstrate and 

pr1ICtIKdmKT1prun,1 kind of love. then. they can influencetheunon-C'hnsuan &ith 

commUllity to emulate them. thereby creating a new SOCiety devoid of SOClaJ vices like 

corruption 

TIle Cetholic Church runs a paper, The Callao/ie Standard, whIch diSCUSSes 

1\IIbOnal .quCII among other religiOUS mabers Corruption forms an inevitab le and 

Indllpcnsable put of the IUUeI discuued The medium I. used to eduCBte the public 

about lhe eyjl effecu of bnbery and conuptJon, encouraglftS SOCiety to thus stay aw.y 

from them 
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The Catholic. Churc::b. With the ann of coDSClerrblm& her adherents and the public 

on the negabve effects ofcorruptlon, further ISSUes Pastoral Letters and Commumq~ to 

thatdfec;t. "'orlnstance.inI974.aPastoraiLetterlNUwuedtothegeneraJpopulaceto 

Iknounce the acts ofbnbery andCOfTUptlon. The Church called publicaaenbon 10 the 

danger that bnbery and corruption pose to both national peace.nd prospenty. The 

Pastoral Letter which centred on Jushce and Peace had an aspect on bnbety and 

colTUptionwhlchstate:s 

BriberyaodcorruptJOD,favounnsmandnepohsm.extoruon 

and mtlmuiatton, Iymg and mtngues, have become so common 

m Ghana that they are almost taken for granted. and their 

mherentlll}UstlCelsoveriooked But the graVlty of the danger 

they pose, both to the national peace and prosperny. and to the 

dignity of the human penon. IS nflt ~by mlnlmlJed Onu 

more. wttdetounc.ethern,and dfllwyour attenbOnto their maJice. ) 

The Putoral Letter fwther reminded GhanaIAns about the dangers of takmg for 

granted the act ofbnbery and conuptlon and warns oflts effects on the natioaaJ economy 

andprospenty 

In 1997. the Churd! ISSUed out another Pastoral Lt.-neronbnberyandeorruption 

to the who'r natlon The Pastoral Letter touched on subJccts thai melude preva~nce of 

bnbery and c;onupooo lD the society, pomt:ang out cef1am ateu and sec:toB when the 
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tW'In-eY1J IS practised. the consequences ofbnbefy aDd conupbOn and luggested remedy 

forfightmgandstampmgoutthephenomenon. ltstBteI 

We your BlIhops, decned amoag other thln3'. the prevalence 

ofbnbery and oorrupllon In oue society and everythmg poNibJe 

muet be done to CQdlcaUlI1 from the SOCiety and prevent Its 

lnstrtutlonallsatlon . In Ghana today, bnbery and corrupuon may be 

ktundrnourcoulUandb'1bunalsteadingtopen.er.ilonofJusbcc81 

umes. behaviour abhorred by God and condemned by the prophets 

(Amos 8:6. Exodus 23 6·8 &. Deuteronomy) 6: 18·19)" It ill bribery 

and oomJpUoII on our roads. resulttng In gross dJ5regard fur traffic 

rules and regulattons and consequendy causing the loss of preciOUS 

lives through ac:cKlents that could have bcca avertod. Theeearefound 

lR ouebospttals and health delivery centres., where the rellow 

Gtlanalans have been left unanendedand have even d led,because 

they could not afford the ex1r'8 money being demanded before 

t1utment~isbnberyandCOfT\lptlOnlnour.choolJ,and 

educationallnstlNtlOnS nght from admiSSIon to kmdergarten. 

tbrought.sic,JWlMH-andsenioraeconciaryschooling.to 

qualifYing exammations an temaf)' mlltltullOns From the look 

of things not even rehgJous practtces have been exempted. For 

some tllne now, newspapers have been uneanhmg scandalous 

caMlSofbnberyandlRstancesofcorruptlon In our Churches 

andCburdl-nmlnstJtutJonssuchasschools.hospJtalsand 

... -anOUSlOCiaiserv1cee.4 

Tho Pastoral Letter funher examined the sinful conscquencn of the contInUOUS 

ex.-.::eofbribery-.dcorrupt:ioniotbecountry. ltsaid: 

'c...IIri6op..5pal(19991. opaLpp299-JOO 
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ln1Oday's<iwt.a,.h.ardlyanyonebehevesmlhemtegntyof 

OfficlldlLD sovemment, ttl pm .. te or pubhc empkJymenl Very 

few believe in me true value ofa ceruficate orquaJificatlon. 

or in tbe honestyofan interviewing panel ApphcatlOnsmuS1 

have ' welgbt'orbe'supported ' bysomethlng, elthn in kind 

or cash or wtth a mcommendabon of some sort This slate of 

a1fairs Ii very dangerous because itasundcnmnangthemtegnty 

and <ndibdrty of civd SOCiety and eroding the confidence of 

the Gbanatan both 1ft hmtlhersetfas well as In the state When, 

in a nation. law and order are subverted by monetary conside­

TabORS, there tS nothmg but anarchy and .... te of law leu ness 

People tend to disrespect law and cany out on lawful act<l Wlth 

bravado AfteraJl they can bUYJWlticeorpay for their lawless 

behavJOUJ and walk away Bribery and COI1\Ipbon with impumty 

Dlturallybreedsothertnfils.uchug:reed,hard·heanedness, 

covetousness, theft. blaclanail and even murder ~ 

The PaslOfal Letter also sU&ge$ted some remedies that could help minimise the act 

ofbnberyand corrupbon 10 tbeGhanalan SOCiety It pleaded With all those involved to 

repeot ttom the sins of bribery and corruption, that IS, In both 

comDllllioaand omisstonand Ghanaaans are to exact no more 

than the rate. That IS, Ghanaians should not Cl(aCt more thlQ 

thecoTrectrateforW8f'elandforservlcestendered Workers 

&rota fIU1I wbateverthey do lesibmately and honesdy' 

As said by the Bishops. the iu~ of bribery and corruptiOn has been taken for 

ar-led. For, most dunk It II a normal thios &0 do No Single Sector oflhe oconomy could 
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beexc:mpted from the acts of corruption. The consequenccsof this state OfaffalfSafe 

de1nmentaJ to lhe growth and sUfV1val of the economy FOf, no investor will invest In 

such corruption· prone economy_ AJi coup plotters smet 1966, have cited the act of 

corruptlon by Governments offiClaJs or the ruling party as the major reason for the coup 

d 'cuts For example, In the 1966 coup d 'etat, one <Jeneral Albert Ocran, a member of 

thec:oupplotterssald,·theobJec:llveofhlScolieagues.for slagmgthecoupwutoputan 

eod to 1he moral decline Including bnbesy and corruption and to ensure that such 

shameless plundering does not occur In GhIUla ' 1 All the stakeholders, lnc\udlRg me 

religious community need to senously come out with PlXbcaJ solutions In helplRg 

address the eVIl ofcorruptJonmthesoclety 

Furtttenncn. the Bishops Con~. 1R their 1998 commumque, decl~d a 

nauonal CfU)ade aptnJt bribefy and corrupnon ExoerpUi of the Communique are as 

rolloW) 

BnberyandcorruptionalaJilevelsofournationaJhfelSDow 

taken for granted. It has become. danaetOUS SUCIa] cancer that 

lSeatJng rts lethal way Into the fabne oftheclVli service, the 

Ghana Educahon Service. the Police Service. Parl"ment the 

JudlCWy, the variOUI arms of Government Buan~. the Churches, 

the Armed hwces, even alas the Sacred MiniStry We hereby 

decllreacrusadeagmnstbnberyandcorruptionandappeaJtothe 

whole church. clergy, religiOUS, and laity to begtn 11 nght away W1th 

mteoaiveprayer LetuscelebrateMasses.useNovenas, h.oldprayer 

moebap. and orpnize pllgnms, adoration of the Blcued Sacrament, 

SymPOSI8., etcaJlforthitpurpose We call on all Chnat farthfUl 

to form smaJl units and cells ofaJl people commrtted to Ilonestyand 

' ~K C-;;;'I).DI..t~~.UIll\Ulilyp,.olA.ollra,p. 111 
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probity, (0 wage a relentless war on disbODelt)' and cmpropnety 

ltanotgoiogtobeeasy Those who are 50 comlmned to the 

defence ofthetr com~ot and the promotion of JUstice In tins 

COUntf}'shouldbeprepared 

(I) never to give bribe, under any circumstance whatsoever, no matter what thell" 

neod.s may be 

(iI) to vow never to demand or accept bnbes, even if thiS wIll depnve them ofajob to 

whlththcyarecntidcd 

(ill) to commit themselves to combatmg any acts ofbnbery and corruption that they 

nO(lce or that comes then way 

In doing this. they ahould be reMiyto be condemned. they may be 

Impnsoned , they rnay be Ilned heavy suml of'money; they W111 be 

bated; they will be peneeuted, lbey Mil be disgraced, However, 

they should always rememb« the words of'the Lord, ' Bteued are 

thote .... t.oarepenecubedtnthccause ofupnghrncss ' theklngdom 

of'Heaven IS thetn; (Matthew 5 10),1 

One would sencnlty agree W1th the BIShops about the nocd to Intensify pnayen m 

a bid to stop the act ofcolT\lpbon in the SOCIety But the Issue here has to do W1th an 

mbullt ctw.c:te.. which the individual must be willing 10 do away WIth, For, such an 

mdlVldual may even be part of the prayer mcet1nss, but snll Sive or accept bnbes. h is 

Impet'UJve fOr the Individual to wdhngly decide to chanae hit Of her character as regards 

daegl.V1Rsand acceptJngofbnbca 
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The B19hops' Conference ISSUed a follow-up Pastoralleuer on the crusade against 

bnbery and corruption In 1999 In thIS Pastoral tetter. the Bishops applauded the 

Govcmment's efTor1 and that of other instituttons that were tJylna to eradicate the evlls of 

bnbery and other social VIces The Bishops ~t on to offer further suggesbons that they 

believed could help curb and finally eradtcate the 'twln- eVI l ' of bnbery and conupbOn 

from the SOCiety. In thIS Pastoral Letter more practical steps to combat bribery and 

colfUptionweregiveo ThePastoraiLeuerreads 

In OUf Commuruque tn July 1991, we the Archbishops and Bishops 

of Ghana declared a crusadeagamst Bribery and Corruption, two 

mls that have bocome endemic In our dear country This Pastoral 

I...etterfor 19991sa foUow-upto that and aStlnllar Pastoral letter 

ISsued earherln Advent 19970ntheSimesubJectofBnberyand 

Corrupnon in Ghana Bnbery and Corruption IS a Sin It is. Sin 

t,p.lDJt God's law and agalllSt Jesus' commandment of love of 

Delahbour (Luke 10 27) There IS no society that doa not frown 

upon and condemn it out· right This tS sunply beClu~e, Bribery 

and C01'T\JptlOG is antl,human (destruCbYe of the indIVIdual person). 

antJ-socw (destructive to humap society) and outright evil In met. 
ItlS(maway)acrimeagainltbwnanrty In our last Pastoral Letter, 

we stated, and agam we repeat that whoever gIVes bnbe or demand 

one,recelvesbnbe, whoeverconmvesorcven condoneisuchact.. 

IS equally gudty ofthia sin. no matterthecircurnat:anc.c. 

surrounclmgitorthemobvatinafacton. Heor shc thercfore 

mUit CQnUne bls or her Conscience, repent ofml' sinful 

behaVlOU1, and take ateps to avoid future recurrence.1' 
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The Pastoral Letter idenbfied three mam &ctors ht t.ve led to the thriving ofbnbery 

andCOfnlpbOntnthecounay Theseare 

(i) the hum.vl neod for SW'Vlval mdivldually and communally; 

(II) lhelackofmolaldlsclphneandclY1cresponslb11itybothpersonalandsocio-

cultural,and 

the Ineffective political machinet)' and adminn.tnlhVe systems that rather allow 

people to indu1se iomalpracticeaand crimes WlthOut fuar of detectIOn or 

punt5bmeat. 

Accordins to the Bishops,anysolunon to thiS cankerofbnbery and COffilption 

would call fur a m(ft pronsed attack in liMwet' to the three causes above, namely the 

hUn\ll\needfocsufVlval.mo~[fonnatlOntovlltue.andthelnstltutlonofapohtlcaland 

ad:n!Lnlstratl\'C sy:.tmI that guarantees and safeguards indiVIdual, human and SOCial nghts 

and enforces civic mponsibihtles 

That I'" fi,.tand ~ the genume human need fOrsurvival,mdividuallyand 

sodaUy. namco:ly food. shelter, clothing, secunty, companu)nshlp and a modicum of 

comfort now and for the future must be guuanteed by whatever human institution one 

beJonp to, be it the faanly, tribe, the place of work or the state Corollary to that the 

mdlVldual and lhelOciety DlUIt be rady to take care oftheaebasic needs 
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Secondty, there IS tbe need fortheholt5bcforrD8ticaoltheponon and of SOCIety 

an civtcnsponsiblhtyand moral rectrtude , theend result must be to Inculcatemtothe 

Ghanalan. love for blSlber fellow man and woman and for hltlher country. ThIS IS our 

specdic task as a Church and as ChnstJans We must WOfk hand in hand With 

Government and other religIOns. Thirdly, to cure Ghana of bnbery and corrupbon. there 

IS the need (or a system 0( good leadership m Govemmeflt and an admmistnllhon that 

guarantees and safesuards, protects and enforces the nghts and responSlbllllJes of an 

Cltwms, especially, protecting the weak and the poor from exploltatton by the nch and 

thepowerful'· 

The 8lShops further suggested the followmg $Ohmons. YIh,ch aiR help nd the 

country of bribery and conupbOn: mtauive pnye1". bnbery and COffiIptlon awareneu 

CI"NIIOn. the fonnallC)"ofiategntyclubsIn IM"sl\esand scnools II 

Unre1eatleuly. the BIShops Conference.. ooce apin. In 2000, denounced the act of 

bnberyand corruplion in society. In its communIque for the year 2000,the Blsnops 

observed that 

~atereportedcasesofCOfJUplIoolntheJudlc,a l system.the 

potice, the mirnstl'le5 and imDlIgratlon and custom SCMca. It as 
dlsco0certma that bribes are demuwlcd from people before they 

are awarded contrKts,or are granted perm.rta to developthCif land 

• ~Dts 10 open dtSreprd for human hfe when lOme medIcal 
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personneJtake bnbesbeforeattendmgtocntJcallyIII J»bent> 

Some of our own clergyrMll. who are to promote rrue rehglon 

and morality, have turned reliJlon uno m&cbmery for the acquIsitIOn 

of wealth and decett12 

The Catholic BtSbops have consIstently. Wlttun the put 8 year.l. called the 

attention of the general public through their Putonll letten and Commumqun on the 

&teat negabve effects of bribery and corruption on mdlVlduals and the prospcmty of the 

nanon and the need for all to chanae ttom IRdulglng m suchan anti-human and antl-

Accofdlna to the ~ GencQlI Sea-etary oftbe Bishops' Conference - The Rev 

Fr Monslpor Joscpn Ank,.h., the Church kas nOl ailed governmental machlnCfY such as 

the poa or mllrwy to SO to the offices to chec.k bnbefy and COlT\lptlOO and lO prosecute 

people found guilty of the ac:t. but all they aredolna throuah theuCommunlques and 

PuI(nJ letten • 'appeal to the Q:::mSClence, mmd and morality of the U1dlV1dual and the 

~publictochangethe'lfhfestyleandtoreframfromr.ettlngmvolvedlnactsthat 

P' ...... bribayond_· 

The Catholtc Church abo org&nlZCll workshops and semlnaB In the vanous 

penshes tOr rts SOCIetal lJOups such as the Chnstian Mothen. Cathohc Women's 

Assoc:.noa. Lqpon of MaJy, Kmght aftd Laches. the Catholic. Youth OrpntUbon 

(C YO.) amoo, ocheD At then workshops and semuwa. the Ict of' bnbery and 
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OOf1'\IIJbonanditsatteodantsocml.,econorrueandspll1tualc:ft'ectsaredl1cussed During 

such fora. the pastorallettrri and communiques on bnbery and conupbon are dehberated 

upon The dehbenbon lS cumed at sensluslng the part'lClpantJ on the need to adopt • 

Irfatyle devowJ of the acts and to find means of Implemenhng the IUgge&ted waY' of 

endteatinS them nom the SOCIety, as suggested by the btshops 

The Cltholic BIShops' Conference .bo encouragn the various pansh pnests to 

u.sc the pulp'1 10 Jl'f1'JKh some of the sermons and e:xhOftibOftl on the eVlI act of bribery 

andCOfTUptlonrothe1rcongrepaons 

The schools Chap.Uu are abo exhorted to use the dally school mass Se5SIOns to 

edUCICe lhe studentt to shun all soci.1 vu:a such as bnbery and COfTllpt10n. which are SinS 

brioc'e the A1ml8hty God lbe parishneq and students are thus colUclentued in these 

exhOftltiomtoesteemvutuesllX:huprobity .• ccountabthty. f.althfulness, truthfulness, 

and honf!Ity and to pnct:iI.e and promote a life of mtegrity In then commumtles 

The Church beheves 10 the bibli(;81 exhOftabon. lhal admonishes all to train the 

child the way he or she should go and when he or she graM up WIll not: depart &om the 

teaching given (Pro¥etbs 226). The Church bas therefore taken a smous view of the 

above admonition by intensifying her mom! Mucabon in the schools and Church Sunday 

Schools (what we nonna.Ity call - 'Children SefVIU') h IS beheved that such training 

WlU eaabIe children to ~ VirtuouS acbOl\$, when they grow up 
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The Cathohc Church had further suggested certain ways to the congregations and 

the pncnl public rt believes could help curb the spRee! or ehminate the tw1n evil of 

briberyandcorruptionffomthesoclety The suggested codeslregulations are 

NeverglVebribe,undel'anycircumsWlcewf'latsoeVef,no 

matterwtwtbeneeds may be 

Everybody sboWel vow never to demand or accept bnbe even If this 

wilideprivethemofaJobtawbichtheyareentltied 

All are to commit themselves to combating any aeu afbribety and 

corruption, wtuch they notICe or that come to tMir attention. I} 

<>neagrees wrth the CathohcChurch in thesuggCllbons put forth as above to help 

curl;) the spread or help eliminate bribery and conuptian from the SOCiety The impact of 

die observation 8ftd teachinp on the lives of the people WI ll be cxammed In a lata 

We shall now tum our anenUon on the rote of another religious 

group-the SalvatJon Atmy in helpi ng to stamp out bribery and corruptton fi"om the 
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THE ROI.r. OFTHE SAl VATION ARMV rNTHE FIGHT AGAINST 
BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION 

1ne Salvat10n Anny, I was told, has not mapped out any mlJOT pcopammes 

IpInst bribery and WTrupbon u they had done Ul the case of the deadly Htv / AIDS 

dlseaK. which we discussed In chapter three of thiS work It has, however. an Internal 

cduc.bonal programme for members Major Samuel Kwao 0kIah.'· In an intervIew, said 

tNt ' the Salvation Anny. though not In favour of bnbery and corruption, had not wntten 

"Y pIIpCf .. inat thole immoral acts The Chureh Ila.s however, mounted an educ:auonal 

campUp against bribery and corruption through me teachmg of christian pnnclples in 

the~· 

In the words oflhe Salvabon Anny 's Temtonal Commander of Ghana • Colonel 

Bemard Ndwtp, corruplioo IS thnVUllln the SOC1dy because of the 'iBnor.nce of our 

own Idenbty and tmponance' In other words, he thrnks that we humans do not know 

W'ho we are .d 0Ul" Lmponance In the SOCiety, hence our Indulgence 10 the acts that 

promote bnbery and oomJptlon AcconHna to him. the SalvationiSts are taught to prove 

with thelT IlVea that they are followeD ofChnst and are. therefore, separated from bnbery 

and OOCTUpbOn He beleevee the Church (SalvabOOl!l' and ot.herChnstlans) should be true 

to the princIPles ofChnman ethiCS of being the hgbt and sak of the world. 'Ow live. are 

to bnnJ people toptb« to reftect that ofChnst (the founder of Chrunanity). of ~ 

and Wllty In order to fight corruption ' , he sald Colonel NdWlJP further uecned that, 
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'evet}' indlV1duaS liber.ded by Chnst, respects each other's V1ews, and hal a spirit of 

lOlerwlcemat respects people on thclrment and abllrty' 

T'be SalvatIOn Almy does not have any external programmes lImed It dea1ing 

wtth me ISSue of bnbny and COrT\lpUOtl but I'Ither hal ,ntema.! Church ethteal (".dungs 

amted at Inculcabnl m the member.!. the splttt oflntqpity The Salvation Army believes 

that such teadnnes wtll Influence the larser SOCiety thereby helping curtaIl the moral 

problem ofbnberyand COfTUpbon 

Our next Ittention is on the Ahmadlyya MlISlim MIsSion and then role In the fight 

THE ROLE OF THE AHMADIYYA MliSLIM MISSION IN THr. 
FIGHT AGAINST BRIBERY AND CORRIIPTION 

In Wam. bnbety and COt'Tl.Iption arc mor1al SIN, By morta1lln. we meen, a highly 

daulfiod san. whICh .. apmst the telchlngs ofblam. and which. when coR'lrnltte<i. AlIJ.h 

do. not forgIVe The penon who comm ... til ... iu is believed 10 be deprived of many 

soaaI pnvileges of the n:hS'on, for example.. the pnVllege of becoming a leader or an 

m.a.. Nomauabowt.med one I., nopo&ltloaoftnlltwtll begiveolOauc:haper.;on, 

wboabodesef"cs Allah's pumshment 
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(slam problbrts a Muslim's appro.cb to ofllcials of a Government or their 

il.lbordmat.es for the purpose of offenng them a bnbc-, to accept It. or 10 amnge mitten 

between agweTand atakerofabnbe_
l

\ 

Aooording to Yusuf AI..Qatad:awt, • the proliferation of bnbery In a SOCiety leads 

to corruptlon and OppftlUlon unjust dectStOf'IS are made and Just ones are blocked, 

undeservtnl penons are given clw'loes and deseMng ones are passed over, and the spmt 

ofgreed pcII'IMI!ItIlII the KlCltity In pIKe of tile Spirit ofdutifulneu' The Holy Prophet of 

Islam (S .A W) IS reponed to have wd, • Allah's curse IS on the one who oWef$ the bnbe 

and on the Judge who accepts it' .1. The Ahmalbyya M.lSlOn bu, therefore.. taken a 

seriOUS View of the acts of bnbery and corruptiOn and has adopted waY' of curbing and 

ehmlRatmB them from the society through her SCftSltJUtion programmes and activities 

According to faddela Rasheed Abu Hakr Guar..(jorman, one of the eklers of the 

M...on, the membcn 0( the VUlOUS .IatnUOl (community) ate taught blamic moral 

.. emngs from the Qutan. the Hadnh and Sunna of the Holy Prophet of Islam (S A W) 

The Qu~n IS the Hoty Scriptures Of the Sacred Book of klam containing The Prophet 

Muhammad's oral revelations rt'CeIved from AJlah The Hadith contams the wISe sayings 

of '[be ProphdMuharnm.d,aadtheSunnaeontamathe MY,CUltom orexample&ofThe 

Prophet Muhammad. Muslims usually use the word Hadrth and Sunn. mten::hangeably to 

mean the same thuI.g. Most of these t.eecbLDgs Of exhonatlons caltre 00 the need for the 

" ~;:'AJ..~'fl9f.o"T)sI"'1n1e4kPmb",,*!,tpl_ 11 SA. A.--. Tr.lhbiicllDa. 

t"Id,I"Ui 
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utdlvidual. and for that matter. a praCUslng membcrtD shun all dlShonl»t behavtOur and 

rather be an advocate of vutuous practKes In htSlher Jamul That til , the Ahmadi 

Muslim is to champIon what IS risht and fight wMl I' wrong, seek what IS true and 

abandon what u; fal se. cbensh what 15 beaunful and wholesome and avotd whit IS 

lDdecenl ' Truth and virtue should be his or her goal" , Guar-Gorman emphas13ed 

These mood teeclungs funher obliged the Muslon (Ahmadi) to be a ~hmlO8 

example of honesty and perfection, fulfillmg has Of her commitments and perfonmna hi' 

or her tasb truthfully The Ahmadi IS admonIShed to seek knowledae and virtue by all 

me.n$. and ., develop • JOOd sense of soaal CORSC'OUSnou. AJ;. fCSPOntibae &lent and 

a consctOus trustee of AJIab and thus accountable 10 Allah on the judgement day, he or 

the needs to be: mtndful of tlus, and avoid aU ICtI that '-d to bnbcry and corruption in 

Do not devour e.ch other's walth among yourselves through 

deceit and falsehood, nor offer your welhh as II bnbe to the 

authorities that you may dehberately devour a part ofothcr 

people's wealth through IDJUmce(Surah 2: 1&9). 

Islam, ~fore, sees the gtYln, and "'"ng ofbnbet as one way of contumlng 

someone else's ...... ~Uy The Fnday moaqllt: teachlfllS do exhort the Ahmadi 

MushmlO pard Ius Of bet ext:emaJ bebaYlout, words, thoughts, feehnp and mtentions. 

For such WIll ~cat dte mdivwlual from engaging lfl COrT\l.pt ptaCtlGeS The mosque 
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mcn.I tmchmgs aimed at hetpmg the Ahmadi Muslim shun aU acts of corrupt practu::es 

also ceatre 00 50me of the maJor pillars of ls lam TbesefaJthplllarsarethedailyprayers 

(Salat}, Fasung (sawn), Alms-gwmg or Chanty (Zakat) and pilgnmage (Hajj) 

Guar-Gonnan says the faithful practice of the Salat helps the mdlvldual to ree.hae 

his natural and mstrucbVe upntJons to grcatnesa,. high morality, to excellence and 

vll1UOUS growth It also fosters the good and decent elements m individuals Ilnd therefore 

suppres$e$ the evil and tnd«:ent Inclinations in the hW1\lln The rationale behind the 

teaching and the enforcement of the prae1:Ice of the maJOC faith piUan> IS to help the 

Mushm (Ahmadi) to deveaop hlgb sense of moral SensrbVlty to be able to alum all evil 

prac:uce NCh .. bnbery and corrup1lOn They IlJ'e to Imitate Alith. who IS the ethical 

Ideal (Surah 2: 138)mordertobeab&etopra.ctl5eand hvegood ethlc:aland moral lifem 

the JGmQQf In wt!lch dley live 

The Holy Propbd: of b1am (5 A W) said, 'He who receives and he who gives a 

bribe are both headed for the Fire and Allah has condemnt'd the giver and rece;vet' of 

bribe&andtheirgo-between.,11 

According to the Ameer and Mtsslonary-m-Charge of the Ahmadlyya MISSion of 

Ghana. Maul", A WUab~ 

---------
~:~99I).W..:.rl.,HpIy.,...... O"'F .... ).UX.WalaiuUtiouJ 
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the only guamntee for IOdwtduaJartd nattooaI mtegrity IS our success 

ID iDstjlhng ira tbe he&rts ofaJl the rank IlId file oftbe cttJ.zaU)'. a firm 

and unshakable faith In God.. who waU W1whngly caJi us soooeT or 

later to aceount fur our omiSSions and commiSSions of OUT present life II 

The Ameer IS funher affirmmg the Importance of the tslannc moqJ teachings fur 

the indiVIdual which have the potent force Ofulstillina In such petWns Sood etlucal and 

moraIchaJacter,therebyhelptngcurbthespreadofbnberyandcorruPbonIn natlOrW 

life 

The Ahmadlyya MIssIOn organizes workshops and s«rnnars on bribery and 

corruption for her memben e8peaaJJy the 5eederstup - the national council, regional 

mlsslonanes and P,"ldenlS, CIrcUIt and local JatnUt mlSSI(lnanes and presidents The 

fint deputy Am~ of the MlsslOl\ - MaulVl M VllsufVlwson, m an interview rev-'ed 

that such ~ andWOfbhopsareauned lteduC&lInaand COnKlenUSlnS theler.ders 

of the vanOlL\JGJIWIDI about the danger the 'deedly diletif:'ofbribeTyudcorruptlOn 

poses to the whole SOCIety The vanous leaders are supposed to share the knowledge 

acqUlrlld at the seminan wrtb the JIUIKItU members It LJ hoped that such infonnatJon on 

corruption Wlil bnna about transfonnabon 10 the lift of the Ahmadi adherents, thereby 

hetpmgnnsformthesoaetyofaJlsuchvicesabnberyandcorrupllon 

"~~~:ACO~oC~4aIMnd .. 1tc7(/AA.."'N..laDMI~ 
oI1M ........ &a.17 ...... 19 .. ot~I999 ... ~·Bra.to._Akmad. AlXnp.20 
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Maulv; Y~Yawsoo admitted that such sennnan and worbhops were not often 

0f'8IJUSC'd. but was quick to add that, 'the few ones organised have been of umnense 

bmriit to our members' 

Maulvt Yusuf Yawsoll furtbet revealed that. the various Jamul conferences 

(rallies) are another platform by which moral lSsues such u bnbery and corruption 

affectmg the enttre SOCiety and humanity are dlscussed The le.denhip of the MISSion 

uses such conf~nces to further educate her memMn through Quranic. Hadlth and 

Sunna's tcachtngs by emphaswDaon mon.land ettucal ISSueS aft'ed.mg the society 

The 1999 and 2001 National Convenbon of the Ahmadiyya MUIlun MISSion, 

"'orwarrJ' and 'PrOJJWcts and ChaJlengel oj the New Mdlrnni ... ", · the Moroll-actor' 

fespccQvoIy. Commenting on the 1999 theme at the convention. the Arneer and 

No matter how well developed a nabon might be m educabon, 

standard ofliVlng, health,polibcal stlbihty and the nghtcultural 

vaJuesandpraC'ticea.absenceoflOdi\lldualandnattonalmtegJ'ity 

shall consbtute a senous drawback that eventually ad. to 

thedestrucbon of that nabon. 19 
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It caa be dcduced from the above that. the Ameer was stressmg the need lOr the 

Ahmadi to live honest IIvC$ and escbew all bms ofcom.rpt practica, wtnch only end up 

mdnr.wingtnecoWlbybackrn herec:onomlcgrowth Mameuuretohelpcurbthe 

spt1*i ofbnbery and corruption, the Ameer proposed the l7*ofOoc:omberofeachyear 

to be declared and (:elebrated as a Natlonallntegnty Day. On thll day, both the print and 

the ~ectromc media are to be dominated by stones, featuf'llland plays on the effect of the 

t'NIn evil of bribery and corruption. He said. ' each yeer, th«e should be a 'hunt' fortnle 

men and women of integrity in our country and they should be Ct"mmended and rewarded 

for di,tmguashiD&: themselves as such' 

The ISSue ofbnbery and corruption feltuft'd also In the Ameer's opening addresi 

tome2001 AnnuaiConvenoonof tho AhmadlyyaMdoSlon,Ghana Theapeechappeared 

In the R~!(w of 8eli&10ftS lOYmt.l of June/July 2001 in the article, Maui vi A. Wahab 

Adam lamented on the r&mpatltne$s of COrruptlOft tn the Ghanal&l1 SOCiety ACCOfding to 

hnn . COrruption saps the cconamlc energy of. nation as AIOS destroys the Immune 

S)"SUIIIl of. human betag'. The Ameer proposed the promulptlQn of. code of dhlca to 

guide mmthera of Government and all Ghanalan"i, whose ultimate aim should be, 'a 

eomplde nntformabon of the atbtUda afGhan.....,·.· 
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In the Ameer'se:thortatlononbnberyandcomaption.onebaslc&cc.standlclCllf" 

No econonuc growth IS possible wnhout the en.dn2t1on of corruption or at least the 

attempt 10 minimllie It 10 the society 

The AhmadIY)'l Muslim ~ISStOn, Ghana. accordmg to Maulvt M. YusufYawson. 

I' also using her educatJ.onailnsbtubons ac:rou the country to create awareness about the 

evtl effects of bnbery and corruption amongst her students This IS done through the 

moral and n::IIII;IOUS education teuons taught in thele institutIOns. The PUp1ts and 

students are made to chensh and valueactsofvulucs-honesty,cwttty, truthfulness, 

loyalty and contentment ThIS IS why Afut'Yldlyya schoob are also known as 'Taltm 

Ts/(Jfft'( T I ) (meaning the Imp303l!On of lsl.nuc knowledge or education) ~auivi 

Yusuf quoted Prove1b, cMpt« 6 vCQe 22 of the Chriltsan Holy SCriPtures or Bible a 

popular blbhcal VerJe to support hIS assertion oft.he Importance in teaching and tT1lntng 

the child (youth) InOf1lIly h stales, 'Trun the child the way he should go and when he 

8tows, he would not deput from II' He said AhmadlS beheve In some aspect of the 

He beheves when cbildren are properly tfamed morally, they Will grow up bemg 

veryupript and honest in tbeirdea.linp witb thetr fellow human beinga and neighbours 

Hence tbou gonefation shall expentnce no acta of bnbery and corruption Of these would 

beexperiCDOedattbeUwClltminimum. 

121 
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MaUM Yusuffurther reiterated, ' the Ahmadi patent is encouraaed and penuadcd 

to rmpect the islamiC moral teachmgs to hn or her chiktm'l and wards at home' 

' Chanty begins at home' the sayina SOCI Rued on tins. the Alunadiyya Muslim 

MlSs lon , Gbana,hasbothtn~al and~laudi1o~toaudltthetfacoounts annUilly 

TIus. according to MAulVl Yusuf, Will help check acts ofcorrupbon among the emptoycd 

saaffofthe MISSion Thus, settlng the .ntegnty pace 

We now cum to the prognunmea ofth., Afnkama RenaJuance MISSion, 8lmed at 

fighonatheacuofbnberyandcomJption tn the Ghanaian socIety 

THI': ROLE OF THE AFRIKANIA RENAISSANCI': MISSIO:o./ IN 
THE FIGHT AGAINST BRIBERY ANDCORRITPTION 

Uprightness and honesty are i ome of the vlftues demanded of al1 Afnkantans 

Bribery and CorruptJon are seen as actI o fsetfishneas, evsl and cnmlnal,accordmglOthe 

l('achmgs ofthe MISSion 

The Afnkarlla Renawanu Mlss)()ft frowns on bnbery and cornJption in our 

SOCIety The Mission has, therefore, adopted cenam i~1 mcssuret to help check the 

sptMdofthesesocllCt&levilt 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



III.., Interview WItt. the sptntual head of the Mission, HIs Holmess. Osofo Komfo 

Kofi Ameve, it came to hght that though the MISSion has not spoken or wnttlm anythmg 

011 conuption directly, mcmbeB are 5e1'Iously being conscientized and taught about the 

evil and demuctlve nature of the practIce The membtn are persuaded to hve by the 

eOncal and fTICK1,l teac.hulolP of the Mission and 10 pqcble what they are taught by thetf 

pneIU ud pnestesiel. HIS Hohness, <>sam Amevc, quoting a pomon from the Seventh 

Pad! teKhing ofthc MIUlon to show the MISSion's abhoocnce for corruption, said that, 

'Do not accept bnbes or anything you have not earned and whltever service man renden 

to hm neighooun is service to God' The MlsSloo also tNchea memben to be aware of 

the fact that the gods oftheu ancestors WIll puntsh whoever Indulge& In cocrupt practices 

According to Hm Holiness, Osofo Amevo, the members Will be able to Influence 

the1f neighbourhood and SOClely ua whole WIth their solid ethical and moral teachtnss, 

thef1lby bdpln810Ivc the problem ofbnbery and comtpttOn. The MISSion had, therefore. 

not ISlued out anydung publKly through the print or c5octronic media. organise any 

scnunar or WOfbhop, 0( mount any maurve public education on the issue ofbnbery and 

Aa.ordmg to His Holiness, the behefsystem of the Afncans and fOf that matter 

Afukania.. is such that. acts hke bribery and stealing are cnmes against socIety and a 

religious oll!loce punishable by God. And tradmonal A1hcans perfonn ntuals to detect a 

thief(a corrupt penon). The Afukallla Muslan. therefore, lS advocating for a mechanism 

10 which corrupt officl3.ls shall be sent eo the sbnnes for the soda to determine their 
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IDOO<:eaCy. 'This may seem unsC1enttfic but a powerful medium oholving the mof&l 

probkm of bribery and corruptlon In our SOCIety'. argues hLS Holiness Osofo Ameve 

Just as the mv I AIDS, Bnbel}' and Corruption have become rtaIjor moral 

problems factftg the SOCiety, so are we also confronted With another senou. moral 

problem on whICh ow 'IIety human e:lWtence and survival depends. This lS, the wanton 

destruction mthe enVlI'onment through the acrivlbes of human beangs, We therefore tum 

our anenuon SO the next c.Npter to discuu the 'IIarious programmes and actlV1hes ofIM 

following rellgtous bod~, the C.!hohc Church, the Salvallon Anny, the Ahmadiyya 

Muslim MiSSion and the Afnlwu. Renau.sance Misaioo In their fia,ht against the 

destrucnonoftheenvlTonment 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

THE ROLE OF RELIGIOl ·S BODlES/GROl·PS 
IN HELPI:>i(; FIGHT AGAf:>iST E~V1RON'\1ENTAL 

DEGRADATIO~ 

Another major life threatenmg problem wtuch II melna Ghana1&M .. milch as the 

ISSue oftbe HIV/AJOS disease and Bnbety and Corrupoon, lS the wanton destruct~n of 

Paul Colhns had stated that our self-definlbon as human be1ng§ 1$ dcnved from 

two primal leU of relationships. The first " our ",bltJonwp to one another and to the 

natul'll wodd and .11 that .. In it The second 's our m)'5tenoul. Intangible. and difficult 

relabon 10 the tranJ.c.endent. It IS Wlthm thiS context that we sort out our me.runs of 

EDuS\ence This he calls spmtuahty or religion I Acx::ordinl to Collms. the enVlTonment II 

central to the future ofreh81on. He argues . " Rchllon wt11 gndually cease to exISt If the 

Nlwralworldconllnuestobedevastatedattheprcsentl'lte Tberelsadependenllnlcr-

rel.abonslup between the development ofrehJloos attitudes and the sust.a.J.nment of the 

naturalworld' l 

The argument of Colhns shows that me future of rehglOn hangs on the 

sustaJnabllny of the envtronment and tins thro....., a big chaUenge to the religaoUi arClUpl 

;~p (199~)~w.L(i."!,-"~Mal.l.td . p.l 
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10 come out with practical and workable solubons to help protect the envtronmeot from 

EnV\fOOmel'ltal degndaboO has become a Ah_1 problem. The United Nations 

(UN) has thefri)re eslllbhshed and sponsored a permanent council for environmental 

aiW1'1 • the Umted NaboRS Envnonmental Protcrammc (UNEP) 

Ghana IS endowed wtlh abundant Ratu,..1 resources from wtuch the people denve 

then hvehhood. Adequate care, howeve.-, has not been taken to guard against the 

depleuon of the resources as people make auempts to meet their SO(;io-economic needs 

This has gtven me to a number of enVIronmental or ecological problems, such u 

and uncontrollable waste senenbon among otheft 

It IS CllJtunaaed tbal Ghana had 8 2 IIl.IIIIOIl hec1ates of untouched fOf'Cllt at the tum 

of the century But much of tins onglna] forest vegetabon hu been removed through 

conveBion 10 vanous forms of land Ule suc:b as, &nnmg. surface mintO, and estate 

devdopment. h IS esumued that oruy 2 mdlton hectares of the clOiOO forest actually 

rentaln, I ThUl, Ibe a-a.n forcsb are shnakmg and tW'n1n!( mto savannahs, and the 

YYannahe are becoauaa deKrta The envltonmenl or ecology was given to bumanklnd 

by the ~ God to DunureaDd care for, but ...... ity hu .... med 10 exploit It w;thout 

property1ak:Jna.:.eofit 

' ( ·bnc.Ca..::illcfGMu.Oew1opmc:.-*~lltic . .t\ttIcIt~(lOOO)., 2 
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The major aWs areas we shall be dlSCUSSins en Ill_bon to the RehJPOus Bod",,' 

Involvement have to do with land degnuiatloft - sand Winning and atone quarrylftS, water 

and ad' pollution. waR generation. mlrung actiVIties, bush fire5 and desertification 

These we Will hke to descnbe bnefly before we proceed wrth the Involvement of the 

RehglC,.,ISBodle& 

DatnM:tiCMI of Forest 4nd~ 

The foreal and the land are being degnaded and destroyed through the wanton 

lossmgofeconomtc ftes for timber, elCtraCllon offirewcod for domestic and Iftdustrial 

usc, ctaarco.l burning and bush fires The rampant bush fire, which occurs yearly, 

destroys the forests and the vegetation cover crops, expOSIng the 5011 to etollon Once 

OIl how r.arved sacred grov. are belRS enchroachcd upon For example.. Nanunom 

Pow, the once densely IOrested grove at Obldan village near Mankeslm haa now b~e 

grassland· CUfTentJy . the~teofdeforestahonls08percentperannum . ' 

~iliD, SA" W..., aDd Stp. Ouacnia, 

In 'pet. ofarauments that may be put up for e(l()1\omlC benefits. the enVIronmental 

problema creu.ed throuab mlrung actmbes mUll be a worry to aU In parttcular is the 

surface mIRlila. which IS now on the jntreQe and 15 uusmg a lot of environmental 

haDnIs to the commumtJes m which tho ac:tiVltiea go on. These hazarda raneo from Iud 

degDdaoon, atT, and water polluuOft throuah the contamination of surface and 

\Dlderground water, which most tunes 5efVC as drinluna water for the nuaJ people 
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SandWlnnmgands&oaeq~atealsoDftthe'nc;R:ae.endtheseare 

decrachng the land and seashore.t. very &st T1I.te The ala"tllng nature of the sand 

waDlun! can be seen. for eqnp1e. when one I.S travelhna alona th~ Ofanko-Nsawam and 

Tema-Aflaoroads 

As one walka throush the cities. towns.. and villages we soo many 5uffocabng 

dung hili., human and dom.tie wastes, the filthy state of our lorry parka. markeu. and 

the IIlcbtcnm",.te throwing ofpaper. polythene baas etc along the hlghwa)'l. 

The chocked drainage (gunen) is no better AU these cause seflous health 

hanrds to "*'y peo~ especially. the poor. In the bia Cities like AccT1l., and Kumasi. 

such SIghts are common to find. nUl is the awful state ofttle Ghanaian envlfonment 

Industriah.abon bas also contributed 10 the envlfonmental crisis The Pfoduction 

ofinduatriahsedgoodsusuallyresultsinthedischa,geofeftluentmtonearbyrivera, 

ponds and sen:.ms thereby contaminating the wate1'1. which often serve aa a source of 

drinlcina Wllter for the lnhabitants Iivm8 around the lIwlustrial areu 0' down stream. The 

effluent further afrecta ammal life in theae &1'011. For eump" &be Korle Lagoon In 

Ac;.c,. is under very senow threat of e'lCtmcbon due 10 the discharge of mdustnal raw 

WUkI m&o it. ThC$e waste products from the mdustriea affect aU menDer of life' human. 

anunalUldplantahke 
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1be reduction ill vegetation coveraloDanverceschmenlareascoopledwtththe 

off land cultivation close to nverand stream benblrflalJOothersouJCeSofwony The 

effect of such aalVltles IS the annual dry·up ofthe&e ........ whim act as drinkmg WIItef 

It causa perenniaJ water shortage Some of the nvers also act as the tapping source for 

the urt.n tJ'e8led water. Recendy, we W1tnessed the water c:nsil that the Cape--Coast 

muntCi~hty expenenc:ed due to the human actJvtnes descnbod above 

Bush fire is another source of environmental CTtSti chat IS facing the country Ghani It 

bu become a routine that every year poruons af the forests and Mvannah lands are 

destroyed through buihfires, which are set by certam untdenbfied mdlVlduals. Those: who 

set the bush fires do $0 to trap game for domeebc conaumpbon and for commercial 

purpoMI These bush-fires destroy the vegetation cova thereby e~pOSln8 the land to 

«oaion; economiC tteeI are destroyed. and various Iunds of animals are lul~ Most 

~slareas, be<::auseoftbeperennlalbushfirCl.aretummSlntosavannah~one9andmosl 

of1hesavannahareas.~becomlngdeserts 

There are very ImportAnt reasons why the relilPous Of faith communttles need 10 

be concerned about the envuonmenu,1 crisil or depadation In. very deep religious 

sense, for example, to ChnJban undemanding. the whole creation I' beheve<l to have 

comefiomGod(Ge:nes~ 1 · 1~31). For 1nst.ance,theSUn,\be moon, the waters, the air, 1ite 

land and Its plant! and ,II other life forms comribut.e to making life possible Humanity 

IS supponed by and depended on thew IlV1ng and non·living elements her ConbnuoU;l 

cuStencc The envwonment bas mo been entru&ted to human bemp by the Creator to be 

lZ9 
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~ at: The rehgious or &ith communlbes, therefore.. have a role 10 play tD &he 

strugle to save the environment from tow destruction. According to Pope John Paul D, 

'The aooktgicaJ crisis it • moral issue.6 And smoc Rehglon and Morality are 

mtectwuted, the reltgious commumty IS m a vital po5lbon ofBding the campaign aplRst 

the ck.tNctioa oftbe environment upon wblch their v.-y survtValls dependent 

nn: CA THOLIC CHURCH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

~ 

Pope John Paul 0 has obIer"ved that 'the worLd peacc i'threatened by humanity', 

lack of due rwpeet tor nature, wtuch IS seen In the mdiscnmmate plundenng of the 

natu") RIIOUfUS' The Pope fiutha asked .n Cathohc ftlthfuls to emulate the example 

ors.lnt FfVlClS of AsstSl who offered a Ihining example of genu me and deep retpect for 

the Integrity ofcr.bOlL lD 1979, Pope John P.ul n proel&imod Saini Francil of Assisi as 

the hea~ pGron of tho. who promote: ecology_ ' 11 il my hope that the inspiration of 

S.InIFranclSwdlholpuslokeepeveraliveaICDSeof ' fn.temrty' withaJlthosegoodand 

beautiful things whICh Ahnighty God hu cf'Nted' The Pope emphuicd. 7 

The Catholic Church in Ghana.. in its bid to help addrcu the environmental cnSIS, 

hal come out with prognmmes which Include the illuing out of conunuftlques and the 

celebnlbon of Abo, Week (AbOT;!I Q LatiJt 'WUrdwhich -.ell1U Ire_. It 18 "-reJon Q wed 

dedica~d 10 "" pkurling). The 8lshops' CoofOreoce. U1 1998 and u a way of 

demollllnlting tbcircommitment to the regeaeration and pretervation of the environment, 
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~ o[ The rehgjolJ5 or faith commurubes, therefore" have a role to play m the 

sarug1e to SAve the enVIronment from toW destrueUoo. Accordmg to Pope John Paul n. 

' The ecoklp:aJ emu is • mofll.l issue." And smoe Religion and Morality are 

tntertwmed, the rehgiOUI community 13 In a vItal posmon of leading the campaign &plnst 

tbe deItnK:tion of tho environment upon which their very IUl'Vlvaiis dependent 

TIlE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
DtGRADATON 

Pope John PaulO has observed that 'the world peace is threatened by humanity's 

lack o(due felpectfor nature:. which IS INn mthe indiscnmtnate plundenng of the 

natural felQUn:.es ' The Pope further uked all Catholic ra.thful$ to emulate the example 

ofSllnt Franas of' Assisl who otft'fed a Ihining example of genu me and deep respect for 

the mtegrity ofa.bon In 1919, Pope John Ptul 0 proclaimed Samt Francia of Assi" as 

the heaven pwon ofthote who promote ecology. 'It is my hope that the l1upiration of 

SalntFl'V'CllwdlhelpUltokeepeveraJiveaSClDleof ' mtcmity' withallthosegoodand 

beautiful thlnp whICh Almighty God has ClUted' The Pope emphuicd 1 

The Catholic Church 11\ Ghana. i.n its bid to help addrcu the environmental crisis, 

has come out with programmes which include the ISluing out of communique. and the 

cekbntion of AbtN Wed. (Abor;!I a Latin INai'd which WWOIU Ir ••. II t!I iMrefore a wt'e.l: 

detljt:Q,~J 10 trwa p/Qllling) The Bishops' Contereac:.e, In 1993 and as • way of 

dCfIlOIUtrab08the1rcomm.itmeottotberegeoeratiooandpraervatioaoftbeenvlronment. 
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fonnallymstitutedthefintfull \IIfICIek ofevory June of every yeeras 'Arbor Week' 

'Arbor' as said earlier on. ts a latin word fOr ' Tru' Therefore 'A rbor Wm' means ' 8 

wet. dedlC3led totreeplanbag, Histofyhad it_ in I92S , theGovemOfoftheGold 

Coat, Slf Frede-nck Gordon Guggtsberg (1919.1927), instituted an ' Arbor Day ' to 

ongsnalty encotnse the planting of palm tJee6. l...aIcr, however, the planting of 'nlm 

tJftII ' replKedthe 'pl.bntrees'tocreateavenUCII, parlcsandassomesortofanatlonal 

afforatabon ventln' Tberefore, 'Arbor Week' , is rcalhna this hlstoncal 

en\'lronmentally mendly precedent, extending It from one day to one whole week and 

from only • tree pLImIng concern to cover the total care of oW" envlfonmenl The 

re-awaken and con,cn~nhse people about thetr rehgious and moral 

obhg,allOn I:Dd raponsibllrty USleWUcD of God ', creation for the proper 

ldentifyandemberitonpotllb~pn.ctical,olutlonsoractionstosolvethe 

envu'Onmental problems in our various communities and homes 

advocate and seek for the enforcement of poliCIes and laws lovemmg the 

sUstainabte use and management of our nanuaJ resources 

exan'llneandJudaeforourselve8, ourllfestyles,sanltarypracllcesandthe 

state of our Immediate surroundltlp and take remedial mNlWlll IJ 

;Z-N. A(1991)' 'AJt/crWoci: ' " R..--~ Carc', flkOt"ldi. Slf""'Pt..Ud ~ 
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Though the CJ\ana Calholic. Bishops Conferencco: mstrtuted the Arbor Week. the 

celebration now Involves rellgtoos bod.es or group! and ocher OfgatHS8tions such as the 

~ Counal ofGhan&, the i\luNdiyya Muslim MiSSIon, Afnlwuan Mtllion, World 

VISIon, and the National ComnuUIQfl on Culture nus IS to uphold theu ~h81OUS and 

rnQfaI obllg.allon and responsibihty as stewards of God ', crelbon The celebftloon it. 

under the ausptoel of the Envuonmen~1 ProtectIOn Agency 

The Cathohc Church IS promoting enVIronmental c:an!I as s religious and moral 

obliptioa. In 1980, a portion of the Bishops ' Conference Communique to the Catholics 

atld Ghanaians untrod on envuonmental cruli such as desertificatton and the wanton 

dlestruction of powerless fiumers' property. In the communique. the BIShops lamented 

the mdiscnminak bwnmg of bush and forest In, especulily the nonhem part of the 

CO\Ultry and tile wanton destruction of the poor farmers ' cocoa and crop &JTM by timber 

IOUe" and road contnctOB The Bishops, therefore, appealed to the Government 

throU£h the commullIque to use ber powers to put a stop to "bUlh burning Without 

SUpefVlllon and the felhngoftrees wtthout the correspondIng afforestataon" Excerptsof 

the ConunuRlque read as follows 

The conference notes WT1h great concern thallherc 1.1 

mdlscnmmate bum1na of bush and forest In certain 
partsofthecounb}',etpeclil.llywthenonh,whichcan 
only hasten the process ofdeaertifketion. The 
Conference, therefore, appeals to the Government to 
use ItS powen to put a stop to bumlng wtthout super­
vtSlooandthefeUmgoftreeswrtboutthecorre.ponding 
afI'orestabon The BlSbops' Coakrence consider the 
wanton destruCbOll OfPOOf farmen' cocoa and crop farms by 

umber and road contraetors 10 be a come against Justice II 
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'The Bishops' Conference. In Its commurnql.te 1ft 1987. decned also tbedepletion 

ofourfOfeslthroughdehberatecuttmgof~Ofb!JShbumang, Atthoughthe 

COIliereoce acknowledged the economic value of timber to Ghana. It a~ to the 

timbcr contractors \0 exercise restnuntand be Circumspect In the felhng of trees and to 

all, cspociaHy the youth. to intensify their eft'ofts In aft'orestatJoa, The BiShops had thiS to 

We are fully aware of the economiC value oftbe timber of 
Ghana. However, the way It IS betng cut for export. we 
need no prophet to tell us the future of our forest situation 
II very bleak The desert IS sk)wty but surely descending 
uponus WeWlshtoseeanlntenslficabORofeffottsat 

::-:~I~ and the U1volvementofal~ espeaallythe 

The 2000 and 200 I Communiques of the Buhops further touched oa the 

destnlcuon done to the en"'tronment by timber contractors and surface mmers, and 

caut&onodall about the dangers ahead If those Involved do not 'repent'ftomtheir 

acbVlt»es The Commumque amona othen SlJd: 

OuronvironmentlJbetnadCllClCraedatlfnghtenlngrw.teas 
we have bad cause to point out m "'" prev10US CommunIques 
It 'MIS recently reported that tnl few yean' ameu much;u 
about 3S% of the swface.,. ofGhaN could become. d~ett. 
and yet we look Oft powerl_ when our wood is cut for short­
term economic pHI wilb~ it bema rcp1..ced, Laws govern"" 
thereplantlnaoftreesbytlmbel'contnctorsfOftreeltMyeut 
mustbeerlfon;:edri~oualy Othenvtseournatlon •• he&dlnl 
for .sureeoolOSM:aJ-catutJOpbe,u 
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The BIShop,' Confermce., In lIS commw"que an 1987. decned also the depletlon 

at our forett through deliberate cuttmg of trees or bush burning. Although the 

Confnence acknowledged the economic val.e of bmber 10 Ghana. It appealed 10 the 

timber contractors to exerCise restramt and be ClfCUmspect in the felling of trees and to 

aU, espocia.lty the youth, to urtenslfy their efforts In afforestanon. The Bishops had (ins to 

We are fuIly aware of the economIC value of the timber of 
Ghana. However. the way It II being cut for export., we 
need no prophet to tell us the future of our forest situation 
Is ... erybleak Thedesenisslowtybulsurelydescending 
uponus WeWlshtoseeanurtenslficabonofefforulll 
afforestab~andthelnvol ... ernentofaJl.espec.'aJlythe 
youth,Jnlt i 

The! 2000 and 2001 Communique. of the B\SOOps further lOuchod on the 

destruction done to the etlvtronment by timber tonlractof~ and suri"ace mlnett, and 

cautioned all about the dangeB ahead if those ID ... ol ... ed do not 'repent' from the ... 

activlUes The Communique among othen said 

Our ermronment IS bema da.eamed at a fnghtenlng rw.le as 
we have had c:auae to POint out In ow previOUS CommUinque. 
It was ftlCendy reported thIt tn a fewye.n' timeu much as 
about 3S% of the surface IftII. of Ghana could become a desen.. 
and yet we took on power_ when our wood is cut for short­
tetmcconomlcpin~ltbein.~. l.awsgovemln8 
the replutbnaoftrees bynmbercontractoBfortreeathey cut 
mustbeenforeedn£OfOualy . Othorwiseournatlonllbeading 
for alUreecolog.cal-QlUCrophel1 

I)) 
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We have ia the put bemoaned the CIlwtropinc effect ofswfaoe 
mming iIPd the wanton destrucbon ofourforat. We must 
rahse that me destruction oCthe envtl"Ol'lmen'i '-ds to poverty, 
scarcity of nUn. deplebon of wattl' bochee and mass mlgntbon 

otlac:::~=o~~r::::~uf~~:::I:,~t 

Rev_ FT Joseph Ankfthl4 rerterated that, the communique. were meant to appeal 

to thc ClOnsciences of people and help themuansfOnn or change theiTnegatJVe behaviour 

towardstheenvlTonmenl ' Slncethe words ofBISMpsare taken senously. thelropmlon 

arc also respected', emphasised the Benenl secretary 

The NabORal laity Council" oftbe Catholic Chun:h hu also taken up the Issue 

of environmental cnSlS, and for three (3) yClln, at tbeer annual National Laity Congreues, 

centred theiTthemes on theenvlronmenl FOflnstance, thc-ihemeforthe 1991 and 1998 

werc 'The Cb.l't'b ..s the Prolecno. of the En,-ironmenf and 'The Proteftion of 

the laity of the Church tonse up to thelrn"lOnlJ and religious rnponslbllity towards the 

envlT'Onntent, to help c..-e awareneu m thea" c.ommuntlle:s about the destructive effects 

oftheenvtronmentaldegradatlon and to comphrnentthe eff'ortsoftheuOlshops 

Addmonally. some of the diocclelt.vc also cmberked on Agro fOftlftry and tree 

pt.ntinS projects In the Bongo Agro Forestry ProJect. an avenae of 120 tree seedtinss 

are planted e,,-ery year wtdUD the area The Churcb also gave suppon to fifty fann 

~':::=::~=;~~~C;:;7:=·I!cirAaaUaJPbIrYA-wy 
" ncOaacnlS«maryofkGhanaC~~Bisbops· Ccc.faeooe ·'......,oI ... ..-.-P ........ _ .. oI&.Oqy_at_Pr.IIJc:w. 
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We bave iD tbe ptaSt bemoaned the catMtrophlC ctfect ofswfice 
lDiniGIancltbe'WUltondestrucbonofourforest We must 
rcalisetbatthedes1JUcbOn of the enVD'Oftmentleads to povert)', 
$CaJClty ofralft. depletion ofwat.erbodies and mass migratIOn 
,"" AccordmgIy, werenewourrepeatedappoa1rOfthe~nt 
or • ..., governing surface mlnlDg and bush burning In Ghana. 

ReY Fr Joseph Ankrah" rerterated that, the communiques were meant to appeal 

to the oonaciences of people and help them nnsronn or chanse their nepbve behaviour 

towards the envuonment 'Since the words of BIshops are taken seriously, their opinion 

are also respected' ,emphasised the general secretary 

The Nattonal latty CounC\lu of the Catholtc Church has also taken up the issue 

oreavuonmental cnsls, and rorthree (3) yean, at thetrannua.l Nationall...altyCongres.aea. 

centred their themes Oft the environmont. For Ubl&nCC:, the theme for the 1997 and 1998 

were 'The (burda ud the Protection of 1M F.n"irOll_Ut' and "The Protettion of 

the latty of die Cburch to nse up to thetrmoral and religious rnponstbtlity towards the 

eft'f1ronment, to help CftIIIte awa.reneu In their communrues about the destructive effects 

orthcenviron.mentaldCSJ"'danonandtocomphmentthc:etl'ortsofthctrBishops 

Addrttonally, tome orme cIioc:CIec:e heve aho embarlced on Agro forettry and tree 

pllntJngproJecb Inthe8ongoAgroFotelbyPrOjett,anaveragcofl20trccseedlinas 

are pt.ntcd every year withm the area 'IDe Church also gave support to fifty filrm 

~~====;-::~=~ .. ciJAJulU"PbIrYA-w, 
"Tk o-:ns 5ca'ecIry or6c Ghma CI6ob; Btmop.' Codcn:acc 
"~ •• ,,_r .... fto_""01"~.otl .. ~cw. 
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&millet tn the Clllabllslunent of famtly woodlot and about eiabty schoob tn Gam 

undenah tree plantma on competlbve basiS These proJocts are undena)cen in the 

The depu1ment ofSoctO-i:konomtc ~Iopment (SED) of the National Catholic 

Secrdarid alto undertakes education programmes, tndudtn8. selnlnatS for selected 

fiIrmen 10 ,hl,u varioUi areas of operation These farmers are taught famuna teGhmquei 

aDd pqcboe&, wh.ch art! environmentally fuendly The rationale 11 to help mlntmlse the 

harm and deltruction thetr famnnsacttV1ues can cause to theenV1ronment 

We now turn to dil(uss the actiVIties of the Salvabon Army, whic::h are aimed at 

helpmgtocurtlil environmental destruction 

THE SAl VATION ARMY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEGRADATION 

The Salvanon Army believes that a3 a peop~, made in the Image of God, 

(GenesIs I 27) humanity hua responstbtlitytoUICthcftllOu,ce of the earth in a way that 

ensures that people In dns and futu~ genC'fatioos do not suffer from poverty or injustice 

due to the misuse arad deplebon of" teIOUrca of their ance.to" Raponlibtlity was 

given to humanrty to cuhrvate and keep the eIlrth (GenetIS 2: I 5) but humamty baa rather 
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filnuhes an the Clltabli5hment of funlly woodlot _ about eighty schools In Garu 

undertake tree planbnS ou competlbYe bests. TheM proJecti are undcnaken in the 

The dqJu1ment ofSoclo-Economle Development (SED) oflhe Nallonal Catholic 

Secnanli also undertakes education programmes, including, semIRa" for selected 

farmers '" ,hen vanous areas of operation These fanncIn m taught Camnng technlquel 

and pnw;:ttces, whlCh are environmentally fnmdty The ruionate IS to help minimiSe the 

twm and destruction their fanmng actlVlUti can CIIUH to the nlvlfonmenl 

We now tum to dlSCUSS theactlvtbos of the Salvabon Army, whKh are aimed at 

he~m8 to curti,! envlfonmental destruction 

THE SAl VATION ARMY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEGRADATION 

The S.1vabon Army believe. th8t u a poople. rmde in the Image of God, 

(GenesiS t 27) humanity has. responslbtlity to UM the rCllOurce of the earth in a way that 

ensura that people In thIS and future generations do not suffer from poverty Of Injustice 

due to tbe mlS\1Se and depletion oflheftllCNrceI oftheiranceators lleIponsibilitywu 

given to hUrNlnrty to cuhlvale and keep the earth (Genesis 2: I') but humamty has rather 

dest:ro)'edandttSbUdettroyinsGod'sa-eation 
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Acc:onbng to the Salvation Army, God's inStruct"'" to 'subdue ' the earth and 

'rule' over every hV1"1 dung (GenesiS 1.28) cannot be Interpreted 10 mee.n man's 

lDchxnnul'\lllt:e expkntaoon of the enVU"Onmenl It tlaI observed that, God gave hl:l 

people nghtl and privileges concernmg the enV1T"Qnmenl but Included in these nght! and 

pnvilegcs ate duties and teIpOftSIbllibeS Members are, therefore, taught to have concern 

andteprdfOfallh~fonns,lOadoptaresponslblelifestytethatWillprotectandenhance 

the enV1fonment&Dd to care for thOle who are adversely affected by cenam harmful 

envnonmental practioeI and who are the Victims of environmental vandahsm 

SaJv.&ionlsuareClflc:.owageci,ther-efore,toconsldersenouslythenpersonaJrcsponsiblilty 

towards the envlJonmenl by takJllB practical steps to preserve and renew God's 

acanon lt 

BNOd on the poaition statement of the Salvation Army, the COI'pS Of communities 

have \Uen the responsibility to educate their membeB and nC'lghbouB on the need to c:.are 

for the envuonmenl and avoid all actJVItJea that haJm the natural world The group 

known. as the I.eacue of Mercy, estabhshed 10 the vanous corps, has as one of III ball(: 

aims, the promotion of environmental fhendhness. This lVouP, made up of moo and 

women, mobilises the community 10 adopt actIOn plans that lead to the protectlOO of the 

CIlviroomenl Tree planbng actIV1ty had been adopted by some of the corps In their 

communities. which is aimed at encouragln, affofestl.rion 

The women of the • Anny' are at the foldi'ont 1ft the envHonmental education 

programme of the Cburch. They have formed what it called Ihr 1I0mr Luaue or 

"lk!a)y"'Amry(I"1,.f'~~. 15 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



Wo.en group. The Home l...eque IS. group ofwomea ...-.omlised In the community for 

8dJvrtles un enVifOnmenlal protectJon and cleanhness SeminaR are organised for some 

.Meted women from tbc.e groups in order for them to be we61 equipped and resouroed 

for the enVironmentill act.ion pian m thecommuRlty 

Thetr 1CCtvru. have taken them to places such as Wlarnoue whefe the rural 

peop!e were taughttbe properdi5pOlJnl oftheu reNse (wute) and how to protoc1 the 

streunl. ponds aDd riv~ from which they t«ch then dnnJung water from bems 

conWDlnated 

We shall now look at what the Ahmadlyya Muslim MiSSion IS dOing to fight 

against the destruction of the envnonment 

THE AliMADIYYA MUSliM MISSION AND ENVIRONMENTAl. 
DEGRADATION 

Protecbon of the envuonmeat is ofgroalcoacern to tbe Ahrnadis and they have 

therefore, mstJtutOd some programmos to ooftS(aennse members about the need to protect 

the env1fonmentand suswn It,. theurelisaoUi and moral rCilpoasibility. 

There lS a \{IU,onary Trauuns Col1.ep at Saltpond that teaches the students 

ISSUS about the e:nvtroomart and wMa should be done to help keep it from dCllbUctJon 

The pnme um is -. such mlulonarlea who will be worlung In the vanoua regional , 

ddVlct Md local ~ (communrtie&) wilt be weU informed 00 c:nviroommtalwues 

thereby. Infonnmg the oommGalty about the dangen of then human actlVrues on the 

137 
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ecology 'For. mformmon briDgJ transformatIOn', 8CCOfdu'8 to MaulVl M Yusuf 

Yawson." 

The vanous WInS' of the MISSIon - the Ma)/u Khvddamu/ Altmadtyyo 

(AIunadJYYII Youth Qrpuution). the IAj"a ImtJUIah (Ahmadiyya Mushm Women's 

Alsoctatlon) and the MDJ/is An.,a~/lDh (Ahmadlyy3 Muslim Elders AssociatlOn) also 

engage tn tree planting acbvrtJes For tnstancc. the Brona Ahafo Janaat has a tree-

ptantlRg project while the youth wing of the Gomoa Jamaal also has. CItruS and coconut 

p&.n1a1J0rI TheMlSSKJnalsotakcspettinthecelebratJonsoftheArborWeek,whichLJ 

mant to create envuonmental awareness and 10 encourage tiff planting m the varioui 

The Mu.&IGa funhef mounta educational platfo""s to educate the communlU. on 

the need for proper envirorunen\al management, cspeaaJly, on bush fires, which has 

become v«y ramp&nt in 1hcI VUlOUI rural communatles dunna the dry seuoa 

The MiuWn abo supportl enVIronmental Non-Govemmontal <>rpru_tions 

(NGO) Wlth rtIIOurcea and funds to help them C8I1'Y oulihelf environmental awareness 

edllQtion propammea Notably amongst the NGOs that benefit from such rcaoufCel and 

funds. d the Evergreen Club of Ghana (E(,OO) based In ACCJ'I.. One of Its major 

prosrammes" tbeorganWlboo of school children In and around Accta to embark on tree 

planting in their loca1ltleS 
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Another religious body we shall discuss by loolnng at the activibeS taken by them 

to help fight apmst the envuonmental degradation IS the Afnkanla RetWssance MIssion 

THE AFRIKANJA RENAISSANCE MISSION 
AND ENVIRONMF.NTAL DEGRADATION 

One of the Seven Paths of AfnkanlanJ IS to protect the envuonment and keep It 

neat It IS an Important obllgabOn for every Amtania to respect the whole ofcreabon_ 

The MISSIon 's pnestly sc:hool at Odorkor m Accra.. where priests and pnestesses 

from all over the world are trained, has environmental conservation as one of the subjects 

tauaht It has the nlbonale ofeqUlppmg the students WIth the requisite environmental 

kDowiedaesmcosuch enlightened pntll1S or pnCS&.essol are able to better Influence their 

aubjects (conarepbon) to desist from partaking In acta that degrade the environment 

The Ambma R.erwssance MJNKXl. further celebrates the environmentaJ 

awareness week (Arbor Week) celebrated annually by religiOUS bodl~ and groups in the 

country They use such occasiOns to mount platforms In the vanQUI communltiea where 

their shnnes (places ofwonrup) are located to educate the community on environmental 

The MISSion II advOC&bDl for the -SanlwjJ' ~ -wing back to die f"Ooa.' 

This IS the promotion lind observanc:e of taboo., and trachtionai behefl and practIcer. as 

thesurestWl.yofprotDCtinatheen~AI::con:Illlltothe·Ptntua.lieederandhead 

of the MtsaIOft - Htl Hohness <>sojO Kofi Ameve 'the f'orebews (ancetltoQ) conserved 
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nabJre by dedanna YCred groWli U1d fomm and the obsertaDce of taboos which placed 

exceptional restncUons on vital ammab, bud Species and water bodies' There were 

taboos concernlf'8 the but and nver bodteS. For eumple, In the fishing and farming 

commUnities, days such as Tuesday and Thursday are taboo days in which no body IS 

supposed to enha-go to the farm or fishtng . These taboos preventodthepoople&om 

polluting. over e-xplorting and mrsmanagmjj; the natural resources 'Th,s., why my 

Ml5S1on IS advocatmg the observance ofthcse taboos in our contemporary soctety', hi:s 

Hohnees has observed HIs Holiness beheves the depiction of the forest and other forms 

ofhann that are caused 10 the environment can actually be redresaed through the 

enf'orument of taboos and other traditional pnlctlCes and behe& geared to",,",s 

protectHlI the envu'Onment For example. the ban on fishing and hunttnl dunng certaJn 

penods of the yeu, throWing of human excreta into over bodies and the fellin, of cenatn 

prtIIIcribed tree speCles.1I auned at CONefVatJon and replemshlRi of the used ~ 

We shall. m the next chapter, ddCUU the impact of the actlv,ties of the relig10ut 

bocHet,d'any. ontbepeople, 
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CHAYfERSIX 

DISCL;SSIO:-l OF FI'IDI:-.iC;S 

"IV/AIDS 

HlVIAIDS. we Hid tn our earlier chapters. LS caused by viral mfec:bon, but tho 

t.uc. raised by the pandenuc are far &ocn being purety medical or chntca1 The ISsues 

toudI on moral. cultunl1 norms and PBlctU,*. SOCIal and economIc liSUC$, aender, human 

The HIV/AIDS pandemIc bas become the greetest threet to Amca' s development 

and. tbereiM"e that afGhana. One drel.dfullmplicatJon of tho HIV/AJOS diseallc on the 

'OCto-economlc development of the country hu to do W1th the agc and sex dlstnbubon 

relatedtolhediseaseasabOWtldlJllbe6prasltables(figuJClI.2and3)proYJdedm 

chapter three of thu work The srudy showl that the eoonomically productive age. 

betv.-een 15 and 49 arc the mOlt mfeded. lncldentally, sexual activities which are the 

major way of mf'ecnon tend to be at thea' lushest wrthm thIS group I 

This also ... maJO' con~ fOf n:hgJOus bod .. since thiS age group Com. the 
I 

' backbone' ofa produrove human raourc.e oftheae reli81ou, bodIes The current rate of I 

tbespread ofcheAIDS d ..... wbereabouttwo hundred ftah cues are dally ~ in 

the country sbc"dd be a worry to all One can Irn&g1M wtud WIll happen tn the next I 

twenty)'Mf'S,rfthe~trateoflnfccboasbouldcontJnue 
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The poor, m parba1lar, arevetysusceptlb~to mv mfecbon ina nwnbero(ways; 

among whIch 15 me need fi:rr IUfV\val which dnves most of them, elpec1&l1y the female 

youth lfttO prostitution Othen indulge In occaslOna.l sex WIth dltrucnt partners for 

CavOUI'! such as Jobs., money or free servICes, whIch expose them to the: HI\, AIDS 

dIsease. However, we abo know that the AIt)S IS not a respector of pcnons It does 

at:cadc the ric:h. the poor. the rehgiolLl and the non-rehglous Kudadjle l has earlier 

lamented the break down of morality in soci«y IS the cause of the woes of the country 

The tradmooat "'Inun of honesty and chasttty have become a thma of the pat 

Everybody does: what seems nght UI his or her own eyes There IS so much indisaptine 

mthesoctety 

lnsptteofdtenob~concernsofthereJigiousbodiesasexpressedlntheeulief 

chapters, It came out through my finchngs that somehow, the faith community has faded 

to exemplify God's (Allah's) stanclatd on aexuaJ moadity. The w ue ofse:xuality IS seen 

as. ' taboo' to be dllCuucd openly even at religious &athennp It was found out that 

about 95% of the 1any Intervtewed, rencnted that.. iasues on sexua l morahty are barely 

discussed at rehgsou. gathenngs,.nd nMl'ftbersare left uninformed about sucn ISSUes, 

thereby lad.lnK the ncceuary mfunnuioa which coukl enable them make Infonned 

ehOICCII and take decl'lon concerning theif KXUaHty 
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The ISSUes of love. compu$lon for People Living With AIDS (PLWA) and 

sbgmatlsanoo are thomy IISUes that religiOUS bodies are yet to grapple wtth In sptte of 

the laudable Idc:u on tboneed to sbowtbcabove to PLWA, It was found out lhat most of 

the ~1~1 adherents are very guilty of not shOWIng love and compassion to the PLWA 

and Rthertend to Ihunand Sbgrnatisethem 

It wu also fOund out that the HIV/AIDS menace poS" great challenge. 10 tht: 

fadh community When we consuier the eft'ect of the disease on the orphans and those to 

be bom; thetecll1ldren are faced with the threat of the disease through the vanous stagel 

tX hfe, that IS, before bll1h, after birth or till death lay Its ' ICY' hand on them The mlth 

community SemtI not to be domg much to help such people 

The AIDS pMdemic. h. also caused many families to dISlntesr-tlC. that II, It baa 

brought about broken relatlon,hlps bt:tween families and patlen13. The falm community I 

IS, therefixe &ced with the challenge of canymg the message of reconcihatton to such I 

famihesand toheJpl1lltOrea sense ofwholenes, to such broken relationshiPs, and to 

buikJ. sense of trust ud encoumging d'le fiwulies to accept the vlcbms back 1010 thew I 

fold 

Wath the exception of the Afukarlla RenaISsance MIssion, all therehgloUi bodlCl I 

diM:wsed bave e~ HJV/AIDS p.-ograntmeI mat are aimed at helping ~VlI !<Kilty I 

to fight the spread of the disease Among other ttunp, the SalvabOn Army, In 

collabcnbon widl some Non.(iovernmental OrganI5abon, (HOO's) such • United I 
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NatIOns Chtldren. 's FUDCI (UNICEH the Catholic Action for Street Childna (CAS) and 

the NauonaJ AIDS C~ Progruune.. h.., estabhshed theAltIC".ro fi~ (Hope Home) In 

Ac;.c:B. The centre seeks and cares for 5tteet girJ-motbers and tbev cblldren and 

~ who are WlUing 10 8lve up pro5tltutloo. These am. (women) are traIRed In 

Inoome genenllng acbvtbel such as babk and soap maktfl& as alternatIVe to engagifl8 In 

prosbtubGn A creche IS provided at the centres to cater fur their tMbl. dunng their 

tralnl"8 penods ThLi tJ a 8fD1t stride thai needs to be copied by many other rehgioua 

groups In the country 

It ... diJc;overed that about 90 percent of the leaden IntefVlewed, had no 

knowledge about theu memben who have been IRlected W1th the HIV The I.c:k of I 

knowtedae .. ansen becauae lIIOIt memben do not infonn their respecttve ""'(pOUI 

ltIadeu aboU1 their predlcuncnt for fear ot'wntshmg the family's reputatlOn and bems I 

Ihunned by mends and aU othcn. sioce the wleUe IS most assoetated W1th sexual 

pronusculf)' MoreedUQrionneedstobedoneinthl5ueatocnabieboththeinfectedand I 

affected peBOnItorepor1luchunfortunatesrtuabonto their reli810usleaden fOrtbe 

4"'~ nocasary,p1htualandphYSK.alhelp I~( 

It ""' __ & ... the " ••• ,," that about '>6 pe'c<nt of tho m'mbe~\t"'e I 

vanous reli810US bochC18 are awve of these programmei and actiVIties, Such a hlah level. I 

ol bow&edse _ belped in at leu! aeatmg the awareoels about the INUeI we are 
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Nations Children's fund (UNICEf), the Catholic Actioo for S1Jeet Children (CAS) and 

the Nattonal AIDS Control Programme. has estabhshed the A",daso ,..,~ (Hope Home) In 

Accra The centre seeb and cares for street gul-mothers and their children and 

prosuru~ who arc Willing to give up prostltullon. Tbese girls (women) are trained In 

Income generating actiVlUes such ai batik and soap malnn&. as altemauve to ens-ging In 

proIututton A creche II provided at the centres to cater for thelf t.ble6 dunng their 

training penods nus lS a groat stride thai needs to be copied by many other rtdlg1OU1 

groups In thecounuy 

It was dtSCOVered that about 90 pen:ent of the leaders IntefV1ewed, had no 

bowtedae about thelf memben who have been infected With the HlV The IKk of I 

Imowfedse has amen boeauae molt membeR do not Infonn their respective refig10us 

Imden about their predicament for feu of taflllshlng the family ', reputation and bema I 

abunned by mends and all othen. siDCe the dlleUe IS most assOCiated With sexual 

promtSClUty More educ:.Mion needs to be done In thiS area to enable both the Infected and I 

:~..:::~=::~~:~~ si~"on ~ ilie" reli~oU5 I~m;p 

I 
It was fouad out from the research that about ')6 percent of the membe~\oithe 

vanousreligJouabocbesare.Wlleoftheseprogramm~and&ctlvlttes . Suchahlahlevel I 

of bowMdge t.a helped in at leut c:reatmg the awaren!», about the aNUeI we .,. --. 
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NatJons Children's fund (UNICEf), the Cathohc Ac:tioo for SUet Childreo (CAS) and 

the Nat:JOnal AIDS Control Programme. has estabhshed the AI"dGso f;w (Hope Home) In 

Aocfa The centre seeks and cares for street gnl·mothers and their children and 

proStitutes who are WIlling to gIVe up prostitution These BlJla (women) are trained In 

Income generating actiVitIeS such u batik and soap makmlo as aJtemabVe to enpging In 

prostitution A cr~he II provided at the centres to cater fur the" babIes dunng their 

training penods Thtl lS a Smt.1 stride thai needs to be copied by many other rellSlous 

gJOUJ)§ In the country 

It was diJcovered that about 90 percent of the leaders Intt:fViewed, had no 

knowtedae about theu members who kave been Infected WIth the HIV The lack of I 

knowtedge .. ansen bocauae molt members do not mfonn their respecuve religIOUS 

leaden about thetr pred~t for fear oftamlshlng the family 's reputatton and bemg I 

"'tmned by mends and all others. since the disease IS most assocUlwd With sexuat 

promiSCUity More education needs to be done In thiS area to enable both the Infected and I 

a1fectod penon, '" _.uch un~rtunalesitwo.on to thc."eliIPO"leaden;~ 

necessary spmtuaJ and phYSICal help /;:,"'( 

It _ fouad out from the ,,,,,,",eh that about 'J6 ."<ent o!'the memb.~ ·ot .... I 

VU10US neliglous bocbes are aware of these programm~ and actl.Vlbet , Such a hlah level I 

of kDow\edpJ _ bdped ill at lcut a-eab.n8 the .waren.,., about the wut» we are --
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Nanom: ChLidren 's Fuad (UNICJ:t-). the Cathohc: Actioa for Stn:et Children (CAS) aad 

the National AIDS Conuol Programme. has estabhshed the Anulaso fie (Hope Home) In 

ACX:nII The centre seeks and cares for street gut-mothers and their children and 

prOStitutes who are Willing 10 give up prostitutIOn These guis (women) are trained In 

Income generatmg actiVities such as batik and soap makm& as altemmve to cRNina in 

prosnlUtlon A creche IS provided at the centres to cater for then btb1csdunng their 

trB.mmg penods 11us IS a 81'01t stride thai needs to be COpied by many other reh810us 

groups In the country 

It was dt8CO ... ~ that about 90 percent of the leaden interviewed, had no 

Imowtedae about their memben who have been infected With the KJV The IlICk of I 

knowledge hIlS anten because most members do not Infonn their respealve religtOOs I 

ladtf'S about theIr predIcament for fear oftamlshmg the family', reputatIOn and bema 

sbunoed by fileoda aod all odaen, sinco the dlRaic IS most associated WIth sexual I 

prorDllCUny Moft:educarion needs to be done mthls atea to eflable both the mfectedand I 

:::::~and:;':~ =.fonwwle "~.on w ~O~ '01;8'0"' lead"'~:~ 

~~ 
It was fouDd out from the research that about 96 percent of the members ~'.the , 

vanousrcb1POUIbocbc&areawareOftheseprOgrammesandacnvlues, suchahlghJev~ I 

of knowMdge _ helped i.n at least aeatuli the awareness about the iaaueI we are I 

OODOemcd wtIb. 
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On the ISSue ofpromocin@theuseofcondom. has provoked extensIVe dlSCUMlon 

among the faith comlTlUl'l1t)' in panlcutu White some think the promotion and use of 

condom. .. HlV/AIDS Pf"C'I'entive measure t8 not a Sin, others thiDk otherwiSe The 

Roman Cathohc Chun:h sees It as a way of encourag ing prornlSCUtty wtule the other 

relipoUl bodIeS diSCussed, see nothing wrong WIth the promotion and \1M of condoms as 

a preventive meuure to the AIDS menace it must be pouned out, however. that, all the 

rehatoUS bodlCS accept total Ibstmenceastheaurestmeuureofprevetlbngthelpro&d of 

lnteresbngly, 71 percent of the Roman Cathohc respondents who an!u\'Cred the 

qullltJon. of whether. gIVen the option, tbey WQuld use the condoms. responded in the: I 

affinnallve nUl sho..., that although their leaden have strongly opposed the pfOmotlon I 

and UIe of condoms as mv preventive meuure, maJonty of the members do not share 

same VIew WJtb the le.den. as they are: prepared to use the condom whenever the need I 

BRIBER\, AND CORRI 'l"r10N 

Bribery and Corruption , as diJCussed earlier. are unl\'cryl , age-old Of globll I 

pheoomenan Chat know no boundary. race or refiJMlft It <:amo out from the rwean:h tNt 

the fight apmst corrupbon In Ghana dates back to pre-co~nll.l tunes and had culmtnatecl I 

in SCItting up Commissions of lDquiry. Some of theIe were the Watson Comm.llllon of I 

1948. the JlOOWU CommiSSIon of IQ'\8 a:nd AnOlD CommliSloo of 1970. These 

Conunisslons were set up by the Govef1llllent of the day to look into the &.ctoq that I 

14$ 
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promote bnbery aDd oorrupbOn and to suggest waY' of dabaa with thIS mo .... sociaI_ 

The "JOf f&aors found to be resporuuble for bribery and conuptioo include!" low 

wages and salary, cumbeBome procedure In acqumng goods and Services, lack of I 

aocountabtLily 011 Ute J*1ofoffice holders, trachtlOnal culturaJ practJGC olBJY1lll. and 

poor morals 

The pn.m aDd cIec:uoalC media keep on exposing corrupt pnlCtices ReligIOUS 

leaders keep ethomng the., members and the enure society 8g&Jmt Indulging In Ute acts 

ofbnberyandQ)maptIOft IndiV1duals..whenfoundgulltyoflheactsbythelawc:ouna. 

are sentenced to vanow. pmon tennI And yet. the act of bnbery and comtpbon keep on 

One would tben say tbet the various meuures adOPled to chock corruption have 

somehow failed to achIeve the deaired results Th .. IS because the root cause of the 

problem aeerna not to be _kled. The identified root cause has to do wrth the Indivutual 

That IS, the indiVidual has not acqw," good morals 

ElsbtY pement of the religious adherents pOinted out tha1 maJonty of those who 

ate usually comJPI arethOH: occuPYlfl8 high offices and are well pald - havmg therr 

survwalneedabeia8met. The illuetb«ef'ore seems not to be a matterofpovcrty or low 

remunCftltiolt. butIN}' be, that ofa;reed. NewspaperrepoTts also seem to point to the 

abowcoblervabocl. For example. on Ihe4· of Februaty. 2002, the ~ under I 
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thebeadms ' Zlnterdtetedoveri400mllhonmud', reportedtJ.ttwotopofficialtatthe 

Ga DI5tnct Assembly WIth head office at Amasaman were alleged to be In the centre of 8 

hU8e financlll.l scandal runnmg into about 400 million cedis. They haw been interdicted, 

pending further mvesugallon mto their conduct! w~ can also cite the repon about Mr 

Victor Selormey, a former deputy Minister of FlIlanee in the Nabonai Dcmoc:rattc 

Conaress (NOC)(Jo,.tmment who W8SJaded fOf • scandal mvolvm8 I 2 million dollars 

computenDbon prOject I Such eumplcs seem to .upport the observation of the people 

that, many of the conupt are occupying high offices, those who must be haVing at leut I 

then suMvai needs met. This is, however, not to say that, the least pnVlleged In IOClety I 

cannotafsobeconuptlndeed, theotherI2'4oftherespondentssatdthatpcopleare 

6:m:cd IQ ensase In corrupt prKtlca. becautethey are in low-paid jobs and need I 

something that would $upplemenllheu u1aries Of Wlgcs Other factors they POinted out I 

mclude. cumbenome procedure In acqu1rina 800ds and sefVices, tradibonai culturaJ 

praCbees of,lvmg and poor acquIred moral. Thus, the religious bodies need to work on I 

the morals of the IndiVidual. by haviDA well devdoped ethical and moral educabonal I 

proarammCII whKh focus on the tnunulg of the 'held: 'heart' and 'hand' ofthc human 

bema. The 'held' IStodunkaboutnobleandytrtuouathings.the'heart'litoloyeand I 

$uppon n&ht .chona; and the 'hand ' is 10 work hard to earn honest hYing 

;:'~~9~~~i)·'2~~;:,.EhUO'A"'(ed~ I 

~='::'~I;ooI)'·~~~-;·'I~D. A~(ed)'~NO 

I 

I 

I 
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the headlng'2 mten:hcted over~ 400 nultion fial1d ', reported tMt two top officl&JJ at the 

Ga Olstnct Assembly With head office at Amasaman were alleged to be In the centre of a 

buge financial ac:andtJ runrung inao about 400 million cedis. They have been Intefdlcteci, 

peTXhng further Investlgallon Into their conduct ! We can also CIte the report about Mr 

Victor Se1ormey, • former deputy Minister of Finance in the Nanonal Oemoc:taric 

Coagreas (NIX') ~'ernmenl who wu jailed fOf a scandaltnyo!vlng 1.2 million dollars I 

computenz2Uon prOject I Such eumples seem to support the observation of the people 

that. many of the eorruptue occuPYlRg high offices, those who must be hav1n1 lit 1east I 

theusurvival need.s met 1111s LS, bowever, nottosaythat,theleastpnvileged ln!K)Clety I 

cannot also be conupt Indeed, the other 12 ~ of the respondents saId that people are 

forced to engage lR corrupt practices because they are in low-paid JObs and need I 

sometiung thaI would supplement then , &lanes Of wages Other facto rs they pomted out I 

include.. c::wnbenome procedure In acqUIring goods and services, tradibonal cultural 

practices of IlvmS and poor acquired morals Thus, the religious bodies need to work on I 

thernorals of the Indivtdual. by "vmg well developed ethical and moral educational I 

JWOIfatnmet wtuch focus on the tralnmg of the ' head,' ' heart' and ' hand ' of the human 

bemg. The 'heM' tl to dunk .bout noble and virtuous things. the ' heart' i. to love and I 

~uppon. n&hl actions; and the 'hand ' IS 10 work hard to earn honest liVing 
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These tachinp should be carried out pubhcly through the print and eledrOfttc 

media and at specialty organized fora sponsored by the faith community The bastc. aim 

Ihoukl be to caute. behaVlowal change In which the indivtduaJ would become aware of I 

blS or her ' evtl ' dOIngs and wdlingly decide to 'repent' and tum over a new ' leaf ' Ifthl' I 

major root caU:le til addressed, then bnbery and corrupbon could be grwtly minimised or I 

eltmtnat.edfrom SOCltfy 

There....-sasignificantdtfferenceamongthefourreltsioUlbodtestbathavebeen I 

studied when we look at theu programmes that are aimed at helpIng to fIght bnbery and I 

oorrnptlon TheCatholieChW'Ch and the Ahmadlyya Muslim Masslon have somehow" put I 

certain pro~ In place to help 9ddreu the Issue The Salvanon Anny and the 

A6ikarua Renawance M ... ion have DO such programmes, even though they do preech I 

aptnst the practices 

Ahhougb efforts of the reliaioua bodies are commendable, these do not seem to 

have made any apprecIable Impact on the society Intervle~ conducted among members I 

of the ,..igtous bod. te"ICIIlIed that about 75 per cent are unaware ofproarammea that I 

their rellJ10Ul g:roupI are punuina to ~p light against bnbery and cotruptlon Some I 

evCl'l ICCUMd tbeu leaden for not cornu" out boldly 10 condemn public OffiC1aJS and 

even known memben of the congregation who were found to be corrupt or Involved In I 

acts thac promote bribery and corrupbon This sho'NS that the reliaiou. bodies (&ith I 

community) have a lot mace to do U1 their bId to help ctVlI SOCiety fight apinst bribery 

ond"""""",,, I 
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ENVIII.ONM ENTAL DEGRADATION 

The human being cannot stand In tSolatwn &om the nannal world. for. both the I 

natural world and human beings depend on each other for sUlVlVIII This imphel that. the I 

destruction of the natu ... 1 world threatens the very survlVsl of all humans 

The following ~ were found to account for the env ironmental problems that I 

are faced today 

(I) Poverty and Grted 

Duetopoverty, thelnd,vKlUllforgets.boutthe vanousen .... tronmental lnJunetions I 

and mdiscnmlnlrety fells treos to sell Of to bum charcoal In order to raise reYmue for I 

sustenance About half the popullttOn ofGhlrw II esbmated to hve In poverty, and two 

thirdshves tn households tn wblch thepercapila income IS less than 60 percent of the I 

national averase Poverty til, theftfO~. OM of the strong Impedtmenu to adoptm. I 

practJOCStnpre5e1'Vin81f1eenv,ronment.· 

Merchants al.o enpge In bmbet' loa,",. wantonly cut down treel for ell.port and I 

oomesbe usc and due to I.ck of enforcement of land management la~ and pohcles 

Furthermore. surface miners. though aware of the Impact of the If 8CbV1t1es on the I 

environment, do not take care to properly reclaam the wasted land. The reclamation of I 

land is sometimes done haphazardly. and agncultural activitiCl. whIch are the malO say 

of the communities In which the minina actJ\llties take place. are ar-tIy aft'ected The I 
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emtn'OnIneDt,dooottakeCU8WproperlyftlClauntheWLttedland Thereca.mabonol I 

Iaftd IS SOmetImeS done haphazardly, and agncultural actIVities, wtnch are the mam stay 

of the communities ill which the mlning activities take place. are gratly atfecced The I 

rellg»ous grouPl have not been able to eff'ctnvely check such an abuse of the enVironment 

eventhousb. tbescnptutes catesorically have asked reliilous people not onty to cultivate 

the land, but abo to keep It. (Genesis I 28-30 and GenesiS 2·7,IS) I 

(2) Populam. GroMil a.d U4ualrial Activities 

The "p'd population growth and mdustnal aCtIVIties have also led to the 

~ of both domestic and indusbial waste. which the authontles are findlns vet)' I 

difficuh to handle or dlSpote of. There is to much fihh In vanou! parts of Kumasl, Accra 

::nl"""ona'cop .... .,GItonothallO'ut'OMlOd,a<th,fi'thappe..-tobe l 

It IS becom .. g ItlCteumgly difficult to take care of the environment In I 

contempoBt}'lik T.-.d.itional society us.edto preleCVc the environment through the use 

of taboos. unone ()d)cr thinp. For example, there are taboos winch banned the huntm.a I 

ofsorneanlmaJ apecicw; aDd the fellmgofcertaJn trees AJso,cer1ampenodsoftheyea.r 

are declared .. boo cIa)'l for hunbrll for annuala or for fishing In m·en/streams/sea. In I 

_ whee tbeletaboollproverbs are stili CI1fOrced., the land and other natural resources 

ate _I upIoitrd These taboos are now bemg kicked against With Impunity, due to so- I 
called ' modcnUty' .. dsometJmes ChnstwJrty. Cbnstlans would nOt auocia&ethll1'nM'lvee 

with traditional uboos. even where dtey are for good reasons, because the taboos lie 1 

uaually ~ with sptnt POweR other than the Supreme Be:ias. To down-play the 

I 
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tnadtoonal tabooI that are made to preserve the cn\' Ironmenl IS to CftiUea vacuum that the I 

Chnsnan and the IslamIc rehglons are yet to fill 

Fwthcnnofe. beside the econOIlUC and SOClal benefits that arc denvod tom 

technologIcal and industnal development 15 the hann sorne of the by-products that such I 

:::w:-=~:.::o.~::.w~.:::::t ~o~~:'t:::: I 

lAgoon 

Other &ccors that cauae environmental degradabOfl Include madequatc public I 

educ::ationontbeproporuseoftheenvlfonment.,lOotherwords,thelackofknowlcdgeof 

undcntandlft8 of the Inseparable relationship between humanity and the environment I 

(natu~) 

It was found 0\11 that the pt'ogrammes ofacttvtbe3 ofrehgtous bodies In fightln. I 

environmental degmdabon had not generally Cleated the necessal)' SOCldal impact. The 

Ghana Cathohc Church coukl be saId to ha\'c done a lot to create the neceuary I 

envuoameataJ degradation awareness, foobng at their programmes of actmbos as 

dilaaueclln Chapter 5, The Salvabon Army women's glOup IS also wonh mentioning I 

The Home I...eIIue. of women', envnonmental acbvltJes at Wtarnoa.se 10 the Asante 

RestOD .. discussed in chapter 5, has created the necessary envIronmental Impact, I 

CIIpCcialIy in the area ofunl1abon. The women In the community have been taught the I 

need to mamtaln and keep proper l8IlIblry c:ondmon that WIll help keep the stream In the 

village, which also acts as SOUf\':e of ctnnkins \WIer, tom bema contanunated, This abo I 
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tradltlC)I'w taboo. tbac IR made 10 preserve the en\lu'OnmenllS to aeaIe a vacuwn that the 

Chnshan and the islamic rehglons are yd to fill . 

Furthermore, beside the economic and SOCial benefits tMt ... denved 80m I 

technologtcal and mdustnal development IS the harm some of the by-poduct5 that such I 

tec::hnolog.ealad...ancementarealsoeausmgtotheenvirooment Forinstanoe.Uldustnal 

by·producu from IQdustries sited in Accra and Its cnvnon, are polluting the Korle I 

Lagoon 

Other &cton that Chae envlfonmental degradatIon Include tnadequMe public I 

educatlonontbeproperuseortheenvironm~t.motherW()rds,thel.ckorlcnowtodgeof I 

understanding of the inseparable relationshiP between huma1llty and theenvlfonment 

( ..... ) 
h "-as found out that the Pfogmnmes of act1V1bes of rehgtous bodies m fighnnK 

enVlfonmental degradation had not generally created the necessary SOCietal unpact The I 

Ghana C.u.ohc Chwch could be said to have done a lot to create the necessary I 

eravuonmental degnldation awareness, looking at their programmes of acb\llbes as 

diteu:ued In Chapter S. The SalvatIon Army wamen's group IS also worth mentlORln1 I 

The Home IAI&-. of women', enVironmentaJ actiVIties at Wl&moase In the Asante I 

RestOD at discussed In chapter S. has created the necessary envlfonmentaJ Impact. 

eapccially in the &tee of saRltabon. The women In the community have been taught the I 

~ to ~ntalR and keep propersanttary.condlbOO that WlII. help keep the stream In the I 

viJllage. which also acts as source 0( dnDkiDg water, ftom bema contamn\8ted. Th .. aJao 
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ChnstJatl and the Isllmlc religions are yet to fill 

furtha'more. beside the economIc and SOCial benefits that .. denved &0111 I 

tec.hnologu:aJandlndustnaldevelopmentls thebannsomeoftheby-productsthatsuch I 

technologw;.al advancement are also caUStng to the environment For Instance. mdustnal 

by-products from indUibies sited in Accra and Its envnons are polluting the Korte I 

Lagoon 

Otherfacton that cauae envlfonmenlal degl'ftdatlon 1n<:lude madequlte public I 

ed...cation on the proper use of the environment, In other words. the lack of knowledge of I 

undentandlngofthelnseparabJerelauonshlp between humanIty and the envIronment 

( ...... ) 
It was found out that the proant.nunes of actlV1bes of rehgtous bodu~, m figtmnK 

envnonmer".1 degradlluon had not generally created the necessary SOCIetal Impact The I 

Ghana Catholic Church eou~ be saId to have done a lot to create the n~suy I 

en~ ~on awareness, 100klOg atthetr programmes ofactlVlues as 

dllcuacd In Chapter S. The Salvauon Army wamen 's group IS also worth mennonma. I 

The. Home l..eIsue.. of women', enV1ronmental actlVIUes at Wtam0a5e In the Asante I 

RqlOll .. dllCUSSed 1ft chapter S. has created the netessary environmental Impact, 

e.pec:i.Uy in the att8 of santtauon. The women In the communaty have been taught the I 

oeedto rn&J.ntaln and keep proper SAnttal)'.condrtlon that WlII. help keeJ) the ,trtam In the I 

viJlaBe. which aWo acts as soun;e of dnnkiDg ..... ter. tom beina contammatcd. Th .. alto 

lSI 
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pards Ig&)nst the destNction of the VegetabOn ~VCf around the riverbanks. which I 

dleeksthe~treamtTomdfytng\lpespectallydunnstbehannattanseason 

One wouki. however, say that thewe is much to be done to create the desired I 

lmpKt 00 the hves of the people 

The rebgious bodiell need to acknowledse the senousneu of the environmental I 

enslt by recogJUSlng that the futureofhumamry Bnd that ofrehglon IS dependent on I 

proper mVlfonmemai care. sidee the SPlOtua.I and the phys;caI (maer.I) world at 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

CONCU SIUI~ 

SI "W"A RY 

This work is c:ontemed WIth some major moral and eihica1ISSues of HIY I AIDS. I 

~s:: and .. """"on and envtronmenlal deg"dation. wh,.h an: ,n hfe thteolO"'"8 I 

We looked at the prOgrammes and aCtIvities that are bemg earned out by some I 

reli81OU.!1 bod.es '." the.counuy, notably· the ~athOli~ Church. the Salvation Army, the I 

Ahmadlyya Musltrn MISSion and the Afnkanl. Renawance MIssion, atmed at helpma 

SOCiety to addreu or fight IpJnst the iMues We also discussed the Impact of these I 

prograrnmesandactJV1besonihcsoclety Before that. we brief1y discussed thehl5toncal 

IncephonoftheldennflodrehSIOUsbodJelinthecountJy 

On HlV/AlDS. wedilcuued thedlKovery of the HI\' on the world scene and also I 

In Ghana We al~ looked at ~ow lCientista and the rehglous bodies are tJVlng to trace I 

theongu'lS ofthediloueofwtllch 00 dcfimte conc:luslOns have yet been reached 

There was abo a discussion oa tile vanoul proarammea and activiti., for I 

eumple. 1be bonw: bued care.. cluneal and ulSotubOoal rrwwa;cment, buning seminan I 

..ct 'Io'Odshops that have been put Ul place II) the management of the dlscue We abo 

looked atthecontroveraia1l1sueofthe promotJonand use ofcondoma. as c..e of the I 
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means of prevenbn8 the spreed of the dlSe8Se and what the rehgtous bodies und. I 

dlSCUSSionhadtIDs.lyonit 

It was found out that some contnbutmg factors to the sprMd of the AIDS menace I 

In the country Include: UTcsponslble ~xual pn.ct1ces, that IS, the failure of the faith 

commumty to exemphfy God', (AlI&b's) standard 00 sexuality, Influence of woMern I 

cutture, breakdown of the extended family system, mvels and nllgr&bon. and genml 

I::n&kdownmrnoqlrty. I 

In the case of bnbery and corruption. we discussed the vanous proanammea thet I 

arebemg carnedoutby che tdentified religious bodle5 In the fight against tbetwtn-evils 

Some of these programll* we: iuulag of Communiques and Pastoral Letters. I 

orprusabOO ofwotbbopl,and ~ cu:apalgnsaganut thetwin-evlls 

We found that the majOr facton ftIIponlible for bnbery and corruption Include 

greed, low 'Mg_ end 5IlJariel, cumbersotne procedure In acquiring goods and services. I 

l8dcoflCCOUntablhty on the part of office Itoldm,tradllional cultural PllIcttCCS ofglVtng 

and pG(M' .cqUlted monb It hat. been n:a1l1ed also that the vanOU$ measures adopted to I 

check COfTUptiOl'l have, tomehow, failed to achIeve the desired reluftl. ThiS 1$ because. 

tberoot~oftheprob~teemsnott.Obetaclc.lcd . llIeldertbfiedrootC8.USChutodo l 

.. nit the IndmduaJ Thalli. the mdlVldual has not acquired lood morals 
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The study fUtthet ddcusled envtrOlUDentai d~ c:aMd mainly by the I 

destnlCbOn of forest lands , mining, sand wmnmg and 5tone quarrying. waste aenenlibOn 

and msarutafyprat:tices.. water pollution and bllSh fires, 

Consequently, we dlscllSscd the _Ivagma programmes of the reh810us bodies I 

which ate aaned 8C he!P1tt8 society fight the continUOI1! dqpadabon of the enVIronment I 

on which the sustenance of humanity depends Some of these prog1'1lmmC1 are the 

Institution of me Arbor Week celebntion. the Issuance of Putoral Lotccn and I 

Communiques, advocacy for the enforcement of enVU'Onmental taboos. AJfO f'oreItry and I 

tree pLlntmg pro,eas, ed~ programmes and community motMhsatioa ror I 

enVlronmematprotrclJon 

Itwu fouciouttbatfactorsllolCbu poverty and greed,rapld population growth. I 

lade ofenforc.e~cnt of en,vvonmenta1 principles or laws, [cchnologlcal development,. and I 

InadequatepubhceducaboaoatheprOpClruseoftheenvltonmentalresourcesaccoumfor 

theenVlronmentai problcnu being faced today 

1nc: rMJOf strilung factors fiom the research indicate that lack of efticctrve 

enfon:ement ollawa and commitment to religiOUS teachings are mamly responSIble Xw I 

the prevalence ofthetemoral and CIdIlcai problemaofHlV/AIDS. bribely and corrupbon l 

andenVlfonmcnta1dcgrWt1on&'clngthe I O<;:lety 
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SUGGESTIONSIRECOMMENOATIONS 

TO THE RELIGIOUS BODIES 

As dlSCOvered., most of the m'8lOus bod .. are vory gUilty when It comes to 

sbowma of love and compassion to the People LiviDa With AIDS (PLWA). It II, 

dI,«efore, suggested that a good education ooods to be carried out lJ\ thLS area SO that 

adherents of the rel'lIOUS bodies would undmtllnd th.e need. for showl1l1 love and I 

compasSIOIl to V\CtJmI and to do aM)' wrth the ... ue ofSbgm8.b11n8 them. 

By good edUcation. we mean th8t the ~hgtOUl bodies should add to the preachIng 

met exhortalJun (which seem not to be )'lelda.ng the required re&ults) DeW ways such as 

ICbng of plays, drama on AIDS and the screening of Hl\o'/ATDS related. Illms which 

~ on the need to show love. QOmp&Ulon and the doing .WllY ofstigmatWng PLWA I 

This could tlluch the heans ofvtc\Wn, h~,~. help1ft8 to change the preconceived Idees 

about PLWA Furthermore, members. of the vanoUi rcitg»ous groupa can pay RguW 

VUlts to the hospfcak aM to homet whe.-e HTV ' AIDS patients are kept Prayers as well as 

=.::::'::"'7='::::::::':"-' --"I 
MOfIlSO, the HIV I AIDS poM& gr_ challenge to the 6uth com.muaity when we 

CODIIMSertbeeffccts of the disease on otpbaDs and thOlOydto bebom and the children 

arefllcedwldltbetbre.tofthedlteut:thfoughtbevarioul.qeao(lrfe,thatls.be(o~ 

binll. after bu1h .and till deIth.. The fAith conununrly must therefore drvdop and unprove I 

upon tbetr IC:IClIba& programmea and help protect thae cbildtm &om banS Infected WIth 
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the VlfUS The faadl community should deveMlp the 'u'k:h them YOWlI' progmnme' l 
where ctuldren of say 5 yean to about 12)'ft1'S aregiveo a thorough and contmuouS 

educ:abOO on HIV' AIDS This can be done at Sunday schools and Makuanta schools and 

atspetlalchildren's mlyof these rehJlousbodIeS Young adults who W111 soon enter Into 

mamaae tbould abo be asked to rem&a'I chute 011 they are mamcd and should be 

encooraaed to t.ve HTV tesU that Will deumunc then HIV status before commlttm, 

the<nSel""'nlOthe ' wob'ofmamage Th .. would ... od'M .... 'paIID ... boinainfocled I 
With the HJV lOOn after mamlSc Though difficult. tins education we beheve. wtll m the 

longrun Ylddthedeslt1ld results 

With reprds to those 'It'bo have lost their pareaa to the AIDS disoase, the i 
relialOUl boches (faith community) should let up an endowment fund to cate1 for both the 

educational and other malen,1 needs of these orphans The rehSIOOI groups could adopt 

the children by cn:oallng • lund of 'salem' IS segregation. community b" them. to 

coatmueW1ththetrodUCItlOfl unnl they finally '81ve up the ghost' 

In addiuoa. the rehglous bod. abould embarlt on an oducatlooal campaign I 

agamst sbgmatlIabOn ofscbool children mfected wrth the AIDS ViruS In the vanOUl 

Prunaty and JUDlor Secondary scboolllO ~ ahooN compUilon and love 10 the 

IS7 
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I 
To stop the eonfusion and tbe divergeru Optnlonson tbo promotion. saJeanduae 

of condoms as a means of preventing the spread of the HJV. which have the datller of I 

c:reanna divuKwl 8IDOftgst ~hgious bodies, It IS ~mmended that • dialogue betwee:a I 

the leadtfSofreliSlOUsbodte:ibe held and a communique I»Ued at the end of such a 

Also, lhe fonnatl.onofAIDS Clubs by ntlilgK)U$ bodle. and indiV1duals wrthin the 

I 
fanh commumty should be encoutI&ed AJilhould emulate the example of 'Matthew 

Chapter 25 AIDS Club' founded by Rev Fr AJe.. Bobby Benson at the Akwaba St I 

Dominic', Catholic hospital wh.ere AIDS patients come togeUteftor solace, sharing love. I 

problems and haV1nS fun The club should &1m at promoting the welfare o(PLWA and to I 

8'1~ mcm the necosI&IY trainin& that can be used In the dissemm.atlon of AIDS I 

tnfonnatlon m the vanous communities 11u, we beheve. will crea\e the needed SOCietal I 

Impact Since they themselves are amen of the AIDS 'I1N'. 

I 

One would say that bribery and conuption could not be attnbuted \0 loJ 

remunenltKm per se, but nllther to Md manI. that have been acquired by the Individual I 

h is therefOre. sugested that reb~ bod .. work on the moralt of the mdlvidual. by 

hIlytng wetl developed ethical and manl educational pro~. which will focus onl 
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aboutDObieandV1ftUOU1dungs.tbe'heart·lStok)Veandlupportnght~andtbe 

'haDd'lStoW'Ol'khl:r"dtoeembonestliVlRl 

The teachings should be earned out publicly through the school system, pnnt and 

eiecvORW: media WIth the baslCatm ofcauslns behavlourlll chanac IR the IRdlVtdua110 I 

become aware of has or her 'evil' doings and to WIllingly docideto 'repent' and tum over 

a new '1"- Ifthll major root cause IS addressed. then bribery and COfNpbOn could be 

IfflltJy minlmtSed or eliminated from soc.ety 

~ suSScstltd by the Amoer-tn-dw'ge of Ahmachyya Mushm MISsion, Ghana.. 

that. day be set" every y .... to a'eIte. natJonWldeawareneu ofconseqUClnCCl of 

COrTUpbOIl on the3OC.tety, rt II fut'thersuggesled hereth.t. whole ~ek fbfluch a 

nabOaWl.dt:a~ be tniball!ld by thevanous ""i!IOUSgroupt. And, dUMa that week 

long celebrllbon. IC:tIvttles such as publw:. lecturCII. antKOrruprion fta.tt, debates, 

>ym"", ... ' ........ pub!;c oduab"" and pnnt Md electron'c ", .. h. ad""", ....... " be I 

camod out T1u>. rt .... v,.....t . ..,11 help "' .... that necnwy __ I ''''po,,. I 

Rehglous bodies should fwther, develop and intenIify the montl u.dilnp by 

conung out WIth handbooks and pamphlets lpecifically on bnbery and corrupuon and 

I4Ipport the tllKhmgs WIth qUOUbonl from thar holy scnpturfll 
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As admmod by ImJonty of the members of the roIigiout bodtes. members were 

unaware afthe ~ that their leaden have put tn place to fight bnber)' .n~ I 

corruption. rt IS suggested that the lceden ofthe6e religious group! should educate thetr 

mambenlup on the pr-osramma and get them involved In the Imptememanon of the 

programmes. Tho.e who are found gutlty of bribery and corruptlon shoukt be publicly I 

exposed to seTVe as deterrence to otbers 

Briberyaodcorruptionate'dilcluol' ofthebodypolitic Therofore, the correct I 

d\aposts W111 help fiDeI the appropnate cure for it. For Instance. If a phYSICian I,able 10 

dlaBnose the fOOl cauae(a) of any human da.eue. he or she IS better able to pn:IIcribe the I 

correct mecitane for Its cure Therefore. tf all religioua bodies and stakeholdCB properly 

addrcas the root C&WIe, as fo!.aDd by the f'CIMIaI'I:ber, then, the prevention and or the 

ehmmationofbnbery and COfI\IptionfiomtheSOCldycould beachleved,orat least be I 

nunimiMd An Abn proverb says, 'No one was born with a bad head. but picks it from 

the eetth· , meenma. DO human be1ng \nS ~ With the Instinct ofbemg co~pt but he or I 

she ICIIImI suc:h behavtourhereon eartb. ltlsourbopethatwithgoodetfucal andmoral 

t.tKhmp by reh~ !elden at vuious wonhip centres. workplaces. Institutions of 

leemlllg and homes. people Will be able to.y ' No' to acts ofbnbery and corruption andl 
otb.-SOCMIIalVICCII 

In dahl'll WIth env'l1'onmental degradation. we beam by recommending that a 
I 

-ooaaJ debItt be held on the p.-omotioa of traditional taboot and cenai .. tnKhtionai 
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examples of then taboos are t.n on buoting and fislung dunnC cer1aJn periods of the 

year, and the pounng ofsoap)' water ILDd dwnPI1\&.ofhuman excreta ~ OthCf wasle I 

PfoducU Into water bodies. The maio reuoa gIVen for the Impo:lItlon of thcee 

erlVlmnmental mboos (proiubltlons) is to conserve and protect the enVIronment from 

degradatlon "·Of, we found out that in arc.t where envuonmental tlboos an: Sbu l 
enforced. the envtfonment IS leut exploited 

Furthf!flDOl'e, wrth weU-explainod quotations from the Holy Scripturee. religioua l 

bodlM should pC'epaI'e lessons on the envuonment in books for the commurl1ty 

AdditionaUy, they should form environ.mental clubs in theircongreaations (and thiS will i 
be most useful 10 thoac who cannot road) and their Insututlons of learnlna. These clubs 

should bue with .vironmental Non-Govemmental OrpniJabons (NGO's) for better 

promotion offnendly cnVltonmentil programmes I 

World EnVlronmental Day declared by the United Nations (UN) and the Aborj 

Woek (tJft: planting week) instituted by the Catholic Church and now embraced by mostl 

rel'31O'Us bodieI should be made more popular through the participation of the electroniC 

.d pnnt media nus Will Pfovide the needed advertlSement and coverage I 

Consequently, It " roeommendocl thIt a national 'ecosnition award should also be 

Instituted hy thereh8lous bod .... to be awarded to mdlv.duaIJ, COfl)OnWoM 

orgiilmYbons. ddtncc assemblies IDd CWft religious bodtes tN.t sreatiy promote aad ~ 
1"\ (>h cd m CDVJronmemal preservation &cuV1t1es. during thiS annual celebration Such 
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awan:b. have the alnhty of ef1cout11tnl bods indlw:fuab and corporate orpnlMbOnl .wt 

"'''''''bOn, to get mvolved 1ft .... tho. l"omOlO env"o.menlal 1"''''''''loOn I 

(2) TO THIo.: GOVER~'1[S r 

The Government must take the luue of moral refonnattan senously by 

eac:ouB.smg the formation ofmo~ reformatIOn club!. at workplaces These club. sbould 

embark on morIl educational campaigns In and outside the woricplaces. that IS, wrtJUft
l 

andoutsldetheirvariousdepartmenlS, Theclubmembcn sbould be cncouragcd to live by 

example. so tNt they would serve lIS role models for their colleagues Part of the fund • 

• Uoc:aWld by the Government fOf fighting the 5prsd ofbnbery and COrrupboo shook! be 

relcucd for SpooIOriDg ,the clubs Club members must put mechAnisms to. place to Check

l 
the temptation ol'mltusmg the funds on other venturea by club membcfl 

Additionally. the Govunment must eqUIP Institutions responJlble for the 

COIlKrvaltOn,. preservation and the protectioo of the environment with the neceuary 

eqUIpment and strenghten theu Cll.pK1tJes WIth the appropriate Legislattve Instrument 

(LI),so that they can effectively I!IDforoe all the cnVll'OfUl'lenbU taws to protect tb1 
envIronment The InstItutions mlllt abo have the power to protecute offenders to serve 1 
ldetemlatlOothers 

(3) 1"0 NON-GOVERMf!'IrfAL ORGANISATIONS (NGOS) 

Th.' NOO'~ "".ICh are uwolved In the fight agalf"! the Ipn:ad of HlV/~S 

should collabome witb the religiOUS bocbea, Involved In umo dSua ThIS wiU 

both pa1t1C1lO put .... r expertase and scarce resources 10gccher to .dllcve maxlmu 
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results Maneo, rt W1U avoid duplication of eft'ortJ ift the same locality, wtnch has the 

dangerofcreetms unneces!.lry competlbon and wastage oflhe orjJUusatlom' SC&rt:1:1 

Also, some oftbe NOO's wbteh are finU'laaily sound should be prepared to openl 
tl'Ieu doon of tnmmg. seminar! and 'NOrlcshops fo tl'Ie vanous relig.ous bodies to help 

train members ofthe:se ml8tOUS bodies Thll wdl help In effectrvely nghul18lp1nst thel 

ma)Of ISSueS discussed Ineariierchipters 

To conclude, one would say that Since tl'Ie human factor grutly detennines th4 
meesure of succus that soclery attalllS IA Its developmental endeavours. It I' unperative 

that rnOftI ~entKln campaign be gJven all the needed anenbon and KnOusneu it! 

deserves by the rehglOtn bodies, and other !ltakeholders I 
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APPENOIXA 

DEPARTMENT FOR THE STUDY OF RELIGIONS 
I'NIVERSITY OF GHANA LEGON 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR RESEARCH INTO GHANANIAN RELIGIOUS BODIES 
AND SOME ETHIC AL AND MORAL ISSUES 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE LAITY/NON LEADERS 

KINOL Y ANSWER TIlE FOLLOWING QUFSTIONS AS OBJECTIVF.LY AS YOU 
COULD. 

(A) Level of Education Tic:k whert' appropriate. 
I) Prinwy II) 
~ JU M 
v) Q-Levels VI) 
VII) PolytechnIC VIII) 
lX) Univenity xl 

(8) Rehgwus Affiliabon 

(C) MantalSWus: Tickwhereapproprialt' 

Mtddle Form Four 
SSS 
A-Levels 
Teacher TramlftsColiege 
Other,specify 

I) SIft81e iI) Mamed 
ui) Sepvated iv) Widowed 
v) Otbo<._ilY 

(D) Ag. 

HlV/AIDS 
(I) Whatc:aussHIV/AIDS' 

I) Germ. 
II} V.ru. 
III) Germs and VIn» 
IV) Notd .. 

(2) Where did you first hear about the mY/AIDS disease') 
.) CburchlMosqueiShnne 
u) Work 
IU) TV 
IV) Rad.to 
v) School 
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(3) How IS the HlV/AJDS dlSease SJJf1*i? List &S many ways as you can 

.J 
u) 
mJ 

14) LISt the VW10US ways throup wtucb tbe disoue cannot be spread 

(5) Who IS at nsk of being Inf~ with the diJeue" 

(6) What pwt1J yourChurch/MlSslon P.Y'DI to help solve the HlV/AIDS eplCleRue
l 

(7) Are you aware yow ChurchIMtS!Olon has ISSued oul Pastoral Lettef3 or 
CommWllqua concerning t-ITV/AJDS menace" 

(8) Ifycl. slllt!: thm: ,"ues that the Churck/MWlon said about HIV/AIDS 
.J 
ii) 
Ill) 

(9) In your OPInion. do you thmk such Pastoral Letters or Communtques wtll help I 
addrea the HlV/AlDS menace? GIve feuons for your aruwer5 

(to) Aput fi'om such Pastorat Letters or Communlqun. what other steps has the I 
Ch...rc:blMisslon taken to solve the mY/AIDS menace? 

(11) 00 you agn:c with the leadership ofyourChurchlMiulon concernlRlthe ua. ~ 
Condoau as a means ofstoppl11gthe spreed ofHlV 'AIDS'" y~ ; 

(12) lfyel.pela.oQlforyowanswer 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
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(13) If youaregrwetbeopaon, WJUyou use the coodom yea:::J NoD 

(14) Gwe reasOflJ lOr your &flswer. 

(16) Gtvef'M&OQSforYOW'anJwef 
I 

I 
(17) What ICbVlbes Of programmes are your ChurchlM1S$Ion undertakIng to h~p caR 

fortbenuect.edandatJ'eaedHIVJAlDSvIClImJ? I 

I 
(I S) Has your Church/MlIIKm ever orgaf11sed a workshop or seminar on HIV/AIDS 

V .. CJ No CJ I 

(19) What catnpatgn actrvrues (awaren ... proanunmes) have your Chun::hIMistlon 
embarked upon 10 help prevent the spread or HIV/AIOS" 

(20) L,st any ways In your opuuon. through which your Church/M1S8lon can help 
pfcvtnlthespteildoHUV/AIDS 

l~YlRONMENTAl. DEGRADATIO~ 

I 

I 
(1) HowdidYOUMthewabouttbeproblemoflllDviroDmcotalcnslJordegradabOt: 

:~) ~ur<:hIMosq~Shn:ort v) Newspapen
lll

) ~~kPlace I 

I 

I 

I 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



(2) List some ofdle tmvuonmentaJ problems you know 

(3) What are some of the human activities that hann or destroy the environment'? 

(4) !!:~==~;:=: n:llow Chnstlal\$iMuslimSIAfnkaRluans dlsc:uulnS I 

Yes D N0D 

(5) What is a Chnsban 's/MllIhm' sJ Amkanaian 's responJlblltty towards the 
envlronmmt? 

(6) Has yourleademup t.uued out any c;:ommunlqu.e on the en .... uonment before? 
y .. D No D 

(7) lfyw. then mention lOme of the ...... tallied in the communique 

(8) ~~Chun:bIM'SS'Ofl ,nvolVO<! ,n .ny .II" ........ on '" enw"nmental P,.te<l1 

(9) Ifyes, whaJlundsofenvtrOnmentalprotecbonproject? 

(10) lfNo. wby? 

(11) Aa.~usluDlAfubDaW'i.wiUyousupport"UlCoftmdibonal 
pnK:bC;e8a.ametbodiDthepreat1"ValIoaofthccuvuoameof" Yb 
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(12) lfyes.glve..-onsforyour&nJweB 

(13) Has your Church/Mission ever orgamscd a forum or I seminar on the propc1 use oftbeonvuoament" y~ NoD I 

(14) =="70;~~:-;=~tyoi~:'::::!~Itlona1 RellSIon I 

I 
(l S) What other programmes are your Church/Mission embarklnS upon to help prot& 

the environment from datructtoa.? I 

BRIBERY AND CORRI'PTION 

(I) LISt some I"ac1on dull aTe responsible tOr bribery and conuption In the 
cooouy 

(3) Has the leedenhlp of your ChWc:h/MJUtoD issued any communique or Pastoral 

(4) :':::~~7.~Cb:~"o~~.n,"h'''N''d .... ,,1 
bnberyandcoouptlon I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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(12) lfyes,glveratOnSforyourfUlSWEn 

(Il) Has your ChurchiMlsslOn ~ orgAmsed a forum or a senunar on the proper UK 

oftheenvuonment? Y"=:J N°D I 

(14) What are some of the Wly! Chnstianitylb1amlAfncan Traditional Relig.of1 
recommends OOr the proper protection of the envllOnmenl" 

(15) What other programmes are your ChurchIMiSSlon embarkIng upon 10 help prott' 
the covuunment from destruC1lon? 

BRIBERY AND CORRI'PTION 

(1) Llltsornllfa.ctonthatarerespomlb4elQrbriberyandcorruptioomthe 
oountry 

I 
(3) Has the leadershiP of your ChurchlMililOG iuued lilY commuoique Of Pastoral 

letter on bribery and oorrupnon" v-D . N0D I 

(4) Lm.any praCbCal.teps that YOW" CburchIMlI,lon baa taken an hercrus.ade al(all 

bnberyandconupllon I 
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(5) Has your CburcblMiSiIOO tNCt orpruscd lit)' ___ pJ'OIT&IIUDe5 Oft bribery 

and comtpbOn') Yes D No 0 

(6) As _ ChnJtl&tlJMushml Afnkanalaft. what In your opinIOn coukl ~ the most 
appropna1ewaysoffighungbnberyandCOm&pbon'J 

(7) What should be the ChnSban' s!Mushm"s/Afnkana1An"s attitudo towards bnberyl 
andcomlpuon') 

(8) Gwe some VUSf!l from your Holy Scnpturet lhat.peak agam.t bribOf)' and 
corrupllOn (tfyou could) 

(9) Lilt ways dlrough which " In your OplRlon, yOUl ChurchIMUSlon could help curt 
tMapre&dofbnbefyandcorrupuon 
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APPENDLXB 

Ql'ESTlO,,""'AIRE FOR I.EADERS 

CHURCH: CATHOUC AND SALVATION ARMY 
MISSION: AHMADIYYA AND AFRIKANIA RENAISSANCE 

(1) When did )"our ChurchIMlluon startaddressang the isa\.ICofl-UV, AIDS'" 

(2) What ~ steps or prosrammes have been taken by the ChurchfMLSSlon I 
figh, agAInst the sPfWCl of the f-flV /AIDS dls.M1 

(3) Does your Church/Missloo sponsor all these prosrunmes' 

(b) IfNo.mm..t.o are yoof c;o...,.poason? 

(4) H.u your ChurchlMlulo n gOI any research department tNt deals tmclusively Wit 
Issues ofHIV/AIDS" 

(5) What mcnJ and ethlcal.ssues _ your Church/Miuu)fI faced wtth., wrth reprt: 
to h«c:rv:sadeagasnsttbesp..d ofthtl HIV/AIDS daseue? 

(6) Do you know arany reponed HTV/AJDS case or victim among your members? 

(7) What fUture plans do your ChurchlMwKH1 got In Ie. bid to help fight ap1IlIt 
thoAIDS""eod? 

(8) WhatlJ yourChurch'&!MllSlOn's VMW or stand on tbepromouon and u.oof 
condoms as. preventive meuure to the .proad of the HIV/AlDS di,CIII07 

(9) Hat your CburchlMwlon made any public: ____ Of lNUod o •• 
CommunlquetPutonJ l...eUeron HJV/AIDS' 

(10) How IS your ChurchIMilSIOO cul'Tendy dealing With the wue of sexuahty? 

(11) H.veyourprograntmMauJMd.fisbuna1he'pt'''ofIheHIV/AJDSd~ 
lMdethencccsSArytmpactlotbelocabtyo(opefataon? 

(12) lfY,., LQ what ways? 

(13) IfNo. wbytbefaalure? 

(14) 00 you. "ve any persol\ll 0P""Ofti on the diseae? 
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BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION 

(1) Whalin yoo .. opinIon kas conll'ibuted \0 the thr1Vlng ofbnbery and corruption II 
the SOCiety? 

(2) How can ltIese Identified problems be ~YCId.? 

(3) InYOuroplnlon,havetheReh8l0USbodlc.doncenOUghtohc"'ClVdlOCietyfiJ 
asalnstdtespreadofbnberylndoorruptlon7 

I 

(4) lfYa, why bas bnbery and corruption still perstJtod in the SOCIety? 

(5) lfNo,whynosucheff'ons? 

(6) WJw rote can the rehglOus bodies ptay to help civil toaety ehmlRaile bnbery., 
corrupnonfrom thosocletv? 

(7) Has your Church/Misslon gol any programmes am'ICd at helpmg the SOCiety fil 
aglllnstthe spre.dofbnberyand oorrupbon? 

ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION 

<I) What facton haVCKCOUntcd fOf EnvlronmctItal degradaboa? 

(2) Wh.llpr0l-'l;trnmeshasyourChun::hlMlsslonpullnplacetohelpIlOPsocM:tyfro 
funhcrdegradtngtheenvl1onment? I 

(1) Have these pc-ogrnmmes made the necasary societallmpac:t? 

(4) b there any specIfic environmental problem that your Church/Mwlon 15 d.hn 
~oh' I 

(5) Do you dllnklhe conbnuous dtlgl'dauon of the envtronment poMIB a danaer to 
humenrty.oo rehgion? 

(6) lfYea,lnwbatways' 
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