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Editorial 

BULLYING IS NOT THE ANSWER 

Lieutenant-General Akuffo's speech to the nation on Mo n­
day, 6th November was, like the o ne he gave on the political 
situation on July 31st, a terrible di sappointment to many 
people. This last speech indi cated purely and simply that the 
rc::ollstituted SMC does not appear to understand the full 
dimensions of the problems facing the people of th is count ry 
and that in consequence it has no! the slightest clue about how 
to solve them. The SMC needs to be told bluntly that the stu­
pendous problem of day-to-day survival for. the vast majority 
of Ghanaians is one which caJis for a reali stiC, sober and sym­
pathetic appraisa l and not one which should be approached 
with such threats as the general proffered in his radio and 
television speech. 

We appreciate the fUlldamental need for industrial peace and 
harmony as an element in the search for enduring solutions 
to our economic problems and the need for sacrifices in hard 
times. Under normal eircumstances. it is absolutely inexcusa­
ble for workers to flout the established procedures for settling 
industrial disputes and negotiating wage adjus tments: even 
under extleme hardship it is uttt'rl y unpardonable for workers 
to l'esol'l to sabotage and other des tructive acts to press their 
claims for better service conditions: when such wanton acts 
of vandalism result in the loss of life and properry, they should 
be condemned for their mindless inhumanity. 

This said, we hasten to add that it is only a very dishonest 
person who will pretend that we are li ving in normal times 
now. There is, of course, a machinery for settling industria l 
disputes , but as we stated in the first issue of the resurrected 
Observer, ·'in these days of galloping and almost uncontrollable 
inflation, the collective bargaining system appears to be too 
cumbersome and slow to deal expedi tiously with urgent de­
mands of ;mpal1ent workers'·. if people are resorting to des­
puate meaSures to balance the equation of day-to-day survival, 
it is because the si tuation has become realJy desperate for the 
vast majOl;ty of pf'o~ le, Ihough ,here is a tiny minority which 
has so cheated the system that they are not shari ng in the mass 
suffe,;ng. 

For a start we would like the goverment to address itself 
to the question as to how \\le ca"le under '·the prohibitive 
pressures that a re currently plagulPg rhe eco ll::>my". If it is 
pr<.-j">ared to face (he issue squarely, it will realise that the crimi­
nal and irre~p)nsib le acts wh"ch have brougltt us tJ these dt...'S­
perate straits are nor the making of aU Ghanaians, and it is 
unrf''lsonable to expect all of us to pay the c0nsquellces for 
the dislH. .lesty, corruption and int..plitude of this UnsCI upulous 
a.l1d irrespot sible minority of administrators, cOP.ltactoi"s, 
chit operators apd bogus busi nessmen of al] ~tr;pEs. If we want 
to get to the ruot. of c ur pro'Jlems, tr,en we should have tile 
courage to recogl11se that the SMC (both Chaplels rand 11) 
is in fact, part of OUf problem. Acd a very major p'~.rt of it. 



Fo{w"Myasselliw a\l ou~ cocoa; gQld: lYl..d timber?·· 
And v{Ao,)!JlIs i~suing imp01'l licences and all those 
chiJS to Jbe ,semi;lit~a~ girls wllo became im­
port6fS- al\<! contractor.; oVeTlJ-igl)(? And ~ho, in 
the ~1iU knowtedge of o ur, -economic difljculties, 
sanctioned the ord .• rin&Of JlMW's and armoured 
vc:hicles fof:, the Poijce Force? And who ordered 
iii. pl-esidentiafjd in wJUcli: Lt.-Gen. AkuJfo just 
the ' other'<iaY !ley, 'to me, lvon' Coast withouf much 
dlsep,inf'orrexeept ~9sSibly that of lighfening his 
seat.b~t?!G' ~sJa:blii;~ ,w~o v;as responsible fo; all 
tliist , we qelDan~ a probe mtQ,the final),cl~1 admmlS­
t~h,?n~9" ti?-,¢; cOllnlJ:¥j since January,- 1972. . 

"Si'ticeth.,;sMC i"M:past has even claimed crooit' 
foBle! of'Go'i:I' likellbiJrtdant rains and batcheS of 
fisJj>i~-it t<Jo mif'clt,i{) aSk them to ·accept full res­
pOQsii>ility for all tho acts of commission' and omi­
sSion under their: ruJe and to account for their 
stewardship of ihe nalion's affairs? We do not 
accept that former members of the military govern­
ment who were known to be operating businesses 
dir.ect1y or through their wives, relatives and other 
fr.ontmen, or who .were 'put in charge of the saJe of 
flour,. cement, iron-rods and other sundries should 
just ,be allowed tQ settle, down into comfortable 
reti<emenl as if:nothing had happened, We demand 
thM' all such .people should be thoroughly investi­
gated 'in order- to establish their c,ontribution in the 
Ibotinl! 'or mismana:gement that has brought our 
economy to" tho rDck-bottomJevel where it is now. 

' ~y their nature, probes taRe a long tim~ for their 
fi)ldjngs (0 come 0'i\: But there 'P"e cases in which 
it maYft.not bel necessary to awaIt the .completl on 
of , the, 'rhole ~xercise. Where there are glaring 
instances of e~tremely odd and dubious happenings 
such as -ilJ'e suggested by recep! reports from some 
of IIi.Plobes,in progress-Iii<!: the practice of shipp­
ing large quantiti~.of cocoa n~t covered by proper 
documents-it ·should Ix: PQsslble for ·the govern­
ment to take immediate steps to establish what 
precISely happened and to take appropriate and 
decisive action. When such fhmgs are done, they 
can dispel a feeling which may well arise that 
probes may · be used as a convenient. ~xcuse for 
shielding unpleasant but Ilecessary decISIOns. They 
wilr also assuage tempers because there IS nghteous 
anger in the hearts· of people who reel that ,th~se 
whose criminal conduct or sheer. 11TesPOOSlblilty 
has brought aboutthe present.hardships are getting 
away too' lightly and managing ' to , weather the 
st1'>rm' too'eonlfortably: ' , 

1~his-11 ~t ~tateni~t., Gen'6r~1 AkUffo made ' 
griat\iPlay of, t!),~ al1eg":'\on that "(he pli,ght of the 
"I9xk$~s i.:! bei?~ ~xplOJted by aspmng self-serkmg 
po litiGi~ fwelgn, agen,¥ and aggneve:r b,USlUesS­
men ;Vh9 (ear .B'?ss,bl~ expoS\J.re by current probes, 
and some disgruntled elements In labour and'mana­
g.ohienHeadersnip,\'. 'I)le impression that the gen­
eral tried to oreate 1S tl!at..the recent- 'f!3-ye of mdus­
trial unrest wa.s Jl result qot prjmarily of the econo­
mic. hardship of tho. tirol'S but pf , the machiJpti,ons 
of -certain intertlSt gr<>UJlS, _We would like to believe 
that aJitatement pf:thi1 kind is not made by a res­
ponsible: governmeht wi~out, havmg ,some substa­
ntiallllJld con~rete_ evid.Qnce to &ustam It. If such 
people do exist, since the.<>rdilWY suJferm,g people 

are, in no positi~n to deal with th=, 'We <!,\poot 
the govCl11ment which presumably knows them to 
have the capacity ,to deal .with them, . 

Tq.is country has for a long time lived. through 
the experienc of difficulties of the nation being 
blamed on some vaguely id,entified groups which 
become convenient scapegoats, Is it Ix:ing suggested 
that Ghan~ias are not i1)tcl[igent enough ' to com­
plain of hunger until they are instigated to do so? 
We want to know those who are aUeg.edly . foment- ' 
ing the discontent ; but if the 'government thinks 
that giving such infonn~tion, ,,!iIl jeopardize, the 
measures it may be contemplating to frusr~te the 
attempt; of these groiIpso it ca,n witho1d ih~ infor­
mation, but we expect it ,0 ta,ke the n.ecessary action 
against them. 

All this comes back to 'the ' question of who is 
responsible fOT the present difficulties. Whether 
the matter is one of sheer maladministration and 
naked corruption, or the intrigues of some 
malicious groups, not all of us have contributed 
to this and there is no earthly reason why we should 
all be expected to suffer. We are not prepared to 
suffer gratitously for the wrongdoers of today or 
the irresponsible ones of yesterday, 

Whichever way you look at it, the baU is squarely 'I'-
in the government's court. The stark reality is that 
people are suffering. and unless the government .. -:1 
takes realistic measures to ensure that those who 
have exploited and are still exploiting the general 
publ ic are pennanently neutralised, invoking spe-
cial powers-which the military government already 
had anyway- to cow us into silence will not solve 
the problem or make it go away. It only betrays 
a pathetic bankruptcy of ideas. This is no time 
for bullying or quixotic muscle flexing. Tilis 
should be the time for soher reflection and the 
beginning of the gigantic economic and moral 
clean-up operation that we so badly need in thi' 
country, 

Economy 

WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE CEDI 

By 
Albert Van Danl1'ig 

The problem in Ghana is, that the Cedi seems 
to h~ve ceased to provide ' & clearly defined .stan­
dard : it has become quite common to hear people 
ask "what do you mean, official or black market 
rate? 'control' O( 'kalabule' price?" Moreover, 
it is not always easy to draw the line between t~e 
one or the other' if a market . woman sells a tin 
of milk for ~1.20 'instead of 35 pesewas it is gene­
rally called profiteering, But what about the state­
owned GNTC seJl ing bath-towels . at j1: 130.00 a 
piece? Are such prices, although openly dISplayed 
on price-tags, not calculated on the bla,ck-market 
exchange rate of the Ced,? 

It is by now widely known that Ghana, the \ 
forme;r Gold Coast, won this y,,:,,!s silver in th~ 
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'l! international inflation contcst. It is a curious coin­
cidence that the gold medal went to ·the Land 
of Silver, Arg."ntina. Inflation in itself need not 

[I be all that disa, trous if it affects all in the same 
ma'1ner, i.e if wages follow prices in their upward 

\ spiral. But what makes Ghana's particular form 
\1\ of inflation so unbearably unjust is that it is very 
\ selective, affecting some people much more than 

others. 
Take the exa-uple of the tro-tro owner and his 

passengers: -to the owner of the tro-tro, the Cedi 
which the passengers now pay instead of the three­
pence coins which gave these lorric3 their name 
oontinues to represent a mere "tro", but to most 
passengers their Cedi remains fully I 00 pesewas. 
Most of the passcngers are likely to be wagc­
earners and ca!1not compel their employers to 
pay thc:n more on account of the increase in 
tro-tro fares. But t.l}c tro-tro oWner can compel 
his pa<)scngcrs to pay more on account of the 
increased cost of keeping his vehicle running. 
Ghana's "hyperftation"-does not only mean <2'40 
for an "AmcriGall'J tin of sugar, which was sold 
for 50 pesewas a few years ago, it also means 
that an uneducated but young and attractive 
"lady contractor" makes in one day more money 
than a welr-tTaiifcd senior cler.k in a whole year. 

"ChilS for the Girls" 

Why should Ghana be so much worse off than 
other countries in West Africa, whilst it is in fact 
one of the most richly endowed by nature? The . 
root-causes may go very deep. The rot set in very 
shortly after independence, when under the in-

(\'1luence of nationalism and scienti fic socialism 
\\ \ Government hcca·nc more and more involved in 

business. The higher the pitch of political rhetoric 
rose, the more intcrnational faith in Ghana's 
economy sank, and soon strict regulations had 
to be issued on fore:gn exchange and imports, 
which involved the establishment of a vast new 
Government bur0aucracy and opportunities for 
corrupt ion.-

Corruption is, of course, nothing new or spet:i­
fieally Ghanaian; but in the last three or four 
years it has in fact assumed a character peculiar 
to Gha.na known as "kalabulc". It is a fonn of 
corruption which was opealy sponsored by the 
executive and which found a fertile ground 
in an eCi)'])omy of shortagc:$, artificial or real. 
If Nkrumah orened up vast new areas of "jobs 
for the boys", Achcampong's reign became the 
era of "chits for the girls". But Achcampung's 
most serious economic crime was probably his 
order to print millions of bank-notes in order 
to bribe Ghanaians into accepting "Unigov". 
The whole rcft:rendum episode, unsavoury though 
it may have been, has at least shown that thore 
are limits to th~ extcnt to which Ghanaians can 
be bribed. 

" The news of July 5th has generally been received 
with ~the proverbial "sigh of relief", and indeed 
several of S.M.C. II 's measures seem to enjoy 
truly popular support. But for the average 
wage-earner, the situation has become even more 
unbearab!e after the devaluation with a de facto 

wage-freeze than it wa, under 'Aeheam;oong. In 
fact it is surprising that there 31re so relY strikes 
and that the strikers' demands are so modest 
in vieIV of the fact that a high placed Government 
official publicly admitt·,j that one cannot expect 
to got a decent meal for le5s than <2' 15. 

Considering that one deceat meal per day is 
about the minimum a worker requires and tb.at 
expcnses on food should not exceed 50 % of a 
worker's income, minimum wages in Ghana should 
therefore be in the neighbourhood of <2'900 per 
month I If during the la, t few weeks goods could 
still be offered for old prices because they had been 
bought at pre·devalu:'ltion rates, the game now 
seems to be up, and everywher~ Wf; see prices, 
including . Ucontrol" -prices, double or treblc. 

The SMC's reason' for not increasing wages 
is that it w.Juld lead to "spiralling inftatiOn" and 
defeat the original purpose of the devaluat ion 
The devaluation would have been worthwhile 
if it had made the Cedi a freely convertible cur­
rency. This would have put a stop to smuggling 
and currency trafficking, which still continue 
virtually iinchecked. What we arc left with is 
spiralling injustice and spiralling crime. In spite 
of the probes, the (relative) freedom of tae press, 
the growing number of civilians in Government, 

lothe general feeling rem<!lns that "only the driver 
has changed" and that most of th-e- racketeers of 
the Acheaonpong era are in fact still sitting pretty. 

Obviously some major probes are needed in 
order to attempt to retrieve at least some of the 
cocoa pounds or timber dollars of which Ghana 
has been swindled in the last few yyars,. but a.n 
attempt at probing irregularities at all levels would 
probably end in an intenninable shouting match of 
mutual accusations. After all, by its public ad­
mission that it is impossible for rno st workers 
to survive on thei r wag'}s, the Government seems 
to imply that it is cognisant of the fact that now­
adays some form of irregular income, has become 
a necessary condIt ion for survival. 

"Unigov Cedis" 
It ha') been pointed out that in Ghana too much 

money is chasing too few gJods that thereisan urgent 
need to siphon off the excess amount of Cedis, 
in particular of the' Un'gov Cedi,'. Indeed, the 
latter constitute a da!lg,~r.Jm poison in the body 
politic, and any form of future civilian rule is 
likdy to be subverted soon by groups controlling 
this ghost in its cupboard, if it is not removed in 
timc. If the SMC is indeed serious about handing 
over to a civilian government, it ~ should also pcr­
fonn, before doing so, the 'life-saving incision' 
needed to remove this poison. This would be an 
act of honour of a regime which need not worry 
about the popular vC\tc or its political future. 

The devaluation was necessary, we were told. 
"oecause the official exchange rate of the Cedi 
was no 10ngl.'T realistic". The present exchange rate 
is still quite different from the "realistic" black 
market value of the Cedi. However, it may be 
pointed out that as long as Ghana's monetary 
system hasn't been submitted to a thorough clean­
up campaign, throwing the Cedi on the open 
currcncy market would be suicidal. One way of 
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solving the prob'mn of excessive liqu idity would 
be to declare all banknotes in circulation no lon­
ger legal tender by a certa;n date. and to allow 
the issue of a much more restricted n,umber of 
~ew bank notes of a different design. setting a 
Illmt to the amount of old currency notes which 
can be exchanged fOT new onos by each individual. 
After th is. anolber devaluation eould perhaps 
achieve free convertibility for the Cedi . 

I f an entirely new currency were to be in tro­
duced. it might be sensible to let the basic unit 
wnatever it will be called. have? value of 20 pcscwa'i~ 
Certainly. the thrice devalued Cedi whic..o was 
nqvcf seen on the open counter of. a foreig'1 bank 
has not brought much luck to this country. If 
the Cedi ever enjoyed national or international 
confidencc. it ccI"tainly does not today. Changing 
to a new currency, espccially one which can 
De exchang~d on the international market, will 
probably be regarded by many as the turning of 
a new leaf in Ghana's economic history. 

Introducing a New Currency 

The cost of printing and coining an entirely 
new currency a'S well as that of the educational 
campaign which will be needed prior to its intro­
ductidn is of course not negligible, but at least 
a part of it could be recovered by the melting down 
of the pr0Sent over-valued co ins. In the long run 
the advantages of a restored sanity in the whole 
financial system should of course justify this ex­
pense a hundred times. 

1 f one,. of the main aims of introducing ,a new 
currcncy is at the same time siphoning off excess 
currency in the system (the Unigov Cedis). great 
eare should be iaken that the limited quantity 
of new eurrency gets into the right hands. F irstly. 
the period during whi~h the o ld currency can be 
exchanged for the new should be limited to a 
m a x i mum of about two weeks. Secondly, 
the amount of cash which each citizen over 15 
years of age is aUowej to change should not exceed 
(2'3CO or whatever amount may be deemed sufficient 
for ordinary daily n<eds during the period of ex­
change. Thirdly, amounts in excess of this stipu­
lated flgure should be deposited into bank-accounts 
which should be open to scrutiny by authorised 
public o fficials and journalists. 

Oncc the Cedi has eeaseJ to be Icgal tender. thc 
Central Bank can bring the necessary amount of 
new currency into circulatio n thr,:mgh the pay­
ment of. wages and salaries. The scrutiny of private 
bank aecounts may be a time-consuming affair, 
and the partial freezing o f such acco unts 
may be necessary. Special rules have to be made for 
eOll'l.panies in th is respect. UJtimately, amounts 
above a cert:l [n level for which no proper acc( u lt 
can be rendered may have to be taxed or even 
confiscated. It wo uld of course be advisable to 
wait with the public announcement of such sanc­
tio ns till after the date on which the Cedi ceases 
to be legal tendt!r. 

Of course. people with large cash holdings will 
do all they can to avoid such scrutiny. They 
will try to convert as much of their money as 
they can into durable goods and to find fr..)ntmcn 
to change their CedJs. However, with the present 

shoru>.gos it is difficult to buy &"-vthing. and nobo­
dy ,:, !I1 bc very keen to rcceive la··g., a'nounts of 
CedIS which Will soon losc all their value. On 
the other hand. ~.s long as people can cha"-ge 
thelT . nam?s at Wi ll and a proper address system 
rcn1a'I1S Virtually non-exist(mt, all kinds of tricks 
can be played with ease. 

Impersona1ion of various kinds in order to 
o pen more than one ba'flk-account or to eba'1SiJ 
mo:~ than the stipulated a-nount of cash 
durmg the excha"-g., reriod will be very difficult 
If before that time everybody ha. been supplied 
with an identity card. Such an TD-card could be 
,used for tho e, cha"-g.' of the (2"300 a,d the deposit 
of exce3S CediS. After that traT'l~action the owner 
should leave his ID-eard with tho ba"-k till the 
day on whic~ exchat'\gi~ period ends. Dur;ng the 
exchange period various a-nounN below the (2"300 
mark could be e,chang"d a,d indieMed on a tally­
card ~jth th~ sa"TIe number a'i the ID-card, or 
othenvJSe added , to the deposit account. 

The issue of ID-cards is of cour3e not new in 
Ghana, :vld many people oppose it, fcaring th:l,t 
the c ard m"ty be. abused for politi.:al purposcs. 
But lt IS comm<;>n m several countries where th~ y 
s~rvc very practical purposes. For a nC"N, a11.d thi s I 

tlme ' rdally effect.ive IO-c:trd ca~paign, a vi,.t.lc 
may be ma.de ,of a nece:;s ity: It has bcca sugg.":Stf:d 
that a ratlonmg system of essential consumer 
goods be instituted to obviate thc pre3cnt i1Te­
gularities and injustices in the distribution o f 
goods. Obviously, a ratio ning system can only 
work if each citizen entitled to coupon-cards 
can b~ properly ident ified by name, addre3G, pass­
port-picture and/or fing'''-print. 

If the purchase of essential commodir,ie3 a';a tnst 
"contro l" price is made dependent on pr~3cntation 
of In-cards much of the r;3istanee agaimt such 
cards may be broken. It IS to be e.\pccted that 
soon some new life will be blown into the Local 
Government system. Local Government is of cou­
rse best suited to deal with a new J O-card cam­
paign. This time, the at;cent should not be on 
the acquisition of eXJ:cnsivc and suphist!e:l.t(;d 
machinery, but on unambiguous rules concerning 
change of name and a sensi blq address sy~t;m . 

Use of Identity Cards 

It should be enough to formulatC' dircctive3 
about the re::Juirvd measurements of pa'5sport 
photograJlh~ , and lel ve it to the pr0spt'Ctive 
ID-eard holder to supply theon. Only for the very 
remote rura I areas, W;lGN ther.: ar\! n:) photo­
graphers at all may it be ne.:e35ary to send out 
some photographers to supply this service. 
Again, the issue of 11CW ID-carJs should be done 
countrywide within the shortc3t possibh:: spa~c 
of time, and each person should g.:t a clear nurk 
with indelible ink on his rig'tt thlJ nb (just 
as was done on referendum day) at the time that 
he receives his ID -clrd. so a <;; to m tkc imp .. s ­
sonation virtually impossible. Finally. the cards 
should have a limited perjod of validity. 

Many people now agree that Ghan3.ian society 
badly needs a thorough clca::l-up. Ghanaian~ 
often have the strange habit of trying to convince 
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. theinselves and others that their countrymen 
are "worse" than others. This is highly un~ikely. 
What is true, is that they have, through smiling 
complacency. allowed the- country to slide off 
into a state of total disorgani!)ation, a murky 
morass of confused values, a labyrinth of nameless. 
st reets full of chameleon-l ike people. It is only after 
some sensible order baS' beon puC into this mess 
and once again we can call a spade a spade that 
we- can hore to do the real clean-up which the 
country needs so badly and f(,trieve some of its 
past glOlY to which it is entitled. 

Labour 
A SELF-RELIANT T.U.C, NEEDED 

By 
- K. Agbeli Mensah 

The charges made recently by the Secretary 
of the Maritime and Dockworkers Union, Mr. 
J" R. Baiden. concern,ing the lack of dynamism 
and dedication in the present leadership of the 
Trades Union in Ghana, Rave focused attention 
on the rea:l "Value of the Congress to the workers. 

For once it is not the case that the affairs of 
the T.U.C. are being interfered with by agencies 
outside the organization. In fact what is happening 
is a criticism of the T.V.C. hierarchy from within; 
and if such criticism does not mean anything to 
some people at all. at least, it has revealed in some 
way a deep seated voice of dissent within the T.U.C. 
itself. 

It has been felt for some time now and partic~­
lafly since the July 5 exercise tha.t one area of the 
Gha-naian body politic which needs a full public 
debate and. searchlight is our Trades Union. I 
therefore find Mr. Baiden's remarks very useful 
and . as a good staliing poiut for such a debate. 
It is rather disquieting therefore to read some 
unionist remarks about the said charges as amount­
ing to mudslingmg. 

For some time noW the offic:al' pronouncements 
of the present leadership of the Trades Union 
Movement have been a general call for what the 
leadership terms a "socialist orientated " form of 
government. And in the not too distant past one 
of the reasons adduced by the TU.C. leadership in 
support of the stillborn Union Government idea 
was their so-called conviction that the Acheam­
pong leadership bore every sign of transfonning 
this country into the type of society the T.U~.C. 
leadership conceives of. Their further support 
for the same proposal stemmed from theiT view 
that it was Acheampong's govemment which had 
saved the T.U.C. which, they a lleged, stood in 
danger of being proscribed under the Bq.sia 
Government. 

Be that as it may, it is evident from the show~ 
ing of the T.V.C. leadership itself for the past six 
and a half years that either they themselves do 
not fully understand the type of society they want 
to create for their rank and file or that out of the 
usual fear of being thrown out of office by the 

very workers they claim to be leading, they 
have ~een clinging to a rchaic slogans and 18th 
centllry tactics of Trade Unionism whereby workers 
are pitched ' in antagonistic pos(tion against mana­
gement. Where at aU, one may ask, is the evidence 
of transforming this society of ours into a just, 
equit.;1.ble one since the last six years when this 
country has been wandering through the corridors 
of history? 

The charge of want of dynamism aQd lack of 
courage to speak constructively coul d therefore 
not have come from any better qu arters than ' 
from the ranks o f the T .U.C. i\self. This criticism 
or self-critieism, will do the present T.U.C. mor.e 
good than the hysterical campaign. by the hierarchy 
of the Congress to label th.e cha rges as 'mudslin­
ging' . 

It is amazing that 0n~ does no t see anywhere 
in this countTY the positive evidence of how best 
workers could benefit from their own organizations 
or different Unions; ino:; tead one only reads about 
the usual and stercotyoed neg0tiations between 
managements and the U nions fq r higher wages'. 

Why, for instance, has it not been possible for 
T.U.C. leadership to set up units of workers or 
corps of each Union to undertake viable commer­
cial ventures in each region in Ghana, n ot to men­
tion in districts; why is it that the T .U.C. leadership 
everyday laments the lack of transportation and 
itS attendant effect on low productivity of wor kers 
when the leaders have under their command such 
a vast membership of the Transport Union •. in­
cluding drivers, who can be organized to run inter­
city and town transport· services ? 

111~tr il n nt ) o~ So~ial C~'l;}~ e 

Why, can't the T. U .C. leadership boast 6f on-

~i~~~arn~f~!a~f~~~.IT.~~~~fc~~a~f ~~e s:;!-;~ 
belo ng to the workers themselves ? Why is it im­
possible eve for the Commercial Union of the 
TU.C. to engage in small retail shops or even 
kio$ks in cities, tOW-AS alld villages especially for 
their members so t hat one can see what a tJ uly 
organised labour movement can dn for its mem­
bers, if not for the people of G hana? Why is it 
that the leadership of the T.U.C. is always seen 
or heard of only in areas of wage-bargaining in­
stead of organising \\'orkers to increase their pro­
ductivity and to engage in meaningful joint ven­
tures within their own Union ? As previously 
stated, tllere is lack of education wi thin ' the ­
T.U.C. hierarchy and lack of appreciation of the 
virtues and principle3 of Unionism. 

In most progressive countries wheN workers 
are instruments of social change, they are care­
fully educated to pursue ventur~s that enrich their 
social weU-being imtead of pursuing goals that 
rather worsen their plight. The way and manner 
the affairs of Trade Unionism are presently bting 
handled in Ghana is a mere stereotyped applica­
tion of labour organization in 18th century Eng­
land and it is a far cry from fighting for the social 
upliftment of the workers. 

The accusation that companies and corpora­
tions make huge profits at the expense of the 
workers seems to be misdirected when one exa~ines 



Page 126 THE LEGON OBSERVER 10th November, 1978 

the scope, operation and ownership of the cor­
porations and companies. Here in Ghana, the 
largest employer is the Government, and unless 
it is the case of the T.U.C. leadership that their 
members are being exploited by their own govern­
ment, then I fail to appreciate- such accusation. 

T believe the members of the T.U.C. have a 
potentially inexhaustible enthusiasm for work. 
But if the leaders arc simply following the old 
and archaic routine of Trade Unionism- they will 
find it difficult to lead them. What the organisation 
needs is an active, enthusiastic and systematic 
leadership and constant education. ' 

One is yet to know how profitably the workers' 
contributions are used. Surely the working popu­
lation in Ghana is in several thousands and one 
can imagine that the Union dues for the past 
six years could have reached at least a million 
cedis. One therefore wonders what prevents the 
T.U.C. from engaging in profitable and commercial 
ventures like any of the corporations and companies 
they allege, have been making huge profits. Is it 
not the fact that the leadership is always haunted 
by the prospect of failure of their own initiatives 
whilst they prefer to sit back and criticise others? 

There are boundless ... creative areas where the 
workers' energy can profitably be engaged. They 
can oFganise and concentrate On places and bran· 
ches of work where they can give full play to their 
energy; -they can concentrate on production in 
our cities, towns -and villages and Create more 
and more undertakings for their own well-being. 
What they need is the organisation and the leader­
ship which has been. eluding this dear country of 
ours for all this time. 

Education 
THE NEW EDUCATION SYSTEM FOR GHANA, 

1975 OR 19801 

By 

Amu Djoleto 

ft would seem that in the story of a nation, every age has 
its fascina tion<>. And it appears that one of the fascinations 
of the present ~eneration of Ghana is the ability to ignore 
opportunities of the present and engage in arguments of 
despair about a future whose roots are in the present that 
is overlooked. The imp1ementation of the New Structure 
and Content of Education for Ghana, 1974, probably illus· 
trates the point. 

Historically, there is nothing particularly unique about 
the publications of tbis document, and it is onl~ fair to say 
that Ghana has had a remarkabJe record of a series of edu· 
canonal reviews over the past seventy years, if one takes 

. 1908 as the base year when Governor Rodger appointed a 
committee to investigate and report on education in the 
country. ]n 1920, Governor Guggisberg charged the Edu· 
cationists Committee to investigate past education effort 
and evaluate its success or railure. Ten years later, 1930, 
there was the Education Review Committee which concerned 
itself mainly with education rinancing. In 1937·1941, there 
was another Education Committee whose report was pub· 
lisbcdin 1941. This Committee examinedtbe existing educa· 
tion 'Practice ahd made recommendations for modifications. 

The Accelerated Development Plan for Education came 
out in 1951, and its implementation had far-reaching con· 
sequences especially on enrolment in and management of 
primary and middle schools. The Education Act of 1961 
(Act 87) made first cycle educaion in Ghana fee-free, com­
pulsory and universal and had in ·its implications a review 
effect mainly with regard to the accessibility of formal 
education to the ordiary Ghanaian child. By 1964, anoth.er 
report had been autborised and completed, that is the Ami­
ssab Report, but it never saw official publication. Four 
years later, the Kwapong Report was ready, having been 
triggered by the initial euphoria of the first militar y inter· 
venlian, 1966. The compilation of the present New Struc· 
ture and content of Education for Ghana began in 1972 
and was accepted by the Government in 1974 for implemen· 
tat ion the following year ih phases up to 1987. 

Denomioatiooal Schools 

Thus for tbe past seven decades, Ghana has had a tra­
dition of taking a close look at the pri nciples and perform· 
ance of formal education particularly at pre·university level, 
on average, once in tcn years. But the habit raises a number 
of questions. Why this frequency of reviews? Is it because 
new recommendations in ihemselves wou ld not hold? Or 
tbat though relevant, their implemcntation got away 
thereby inducing fresh evaluation and course-charting to 
avert failures? These a re but a few of a whole host of ques­
tions that crowd the mind. 

Perhaps tbe Slim of these questions is: Has Ghana over 
the past seventy years been able, ever, to match its educa· 
tional ideals with achieveable implementation programmes ? 
Put another way, docs a new set of prescribed curricula 
go with viable teaching, reasonably adequate faci lities aod, 
most importantly, sound management systems? 

The purpose of this contribution, however, is not the dis­
cussion of Ghana's educational achievements or non·achie· 
vement, but the staggered dates for the implementation of 
the new Stru&ure and Content of Edu~ation for Ghana 
1974. 

It is noteworthy, however, that a number of tho past 
educational reviews. recommendations or plans including 
the New System would require considerable adjustments in 
the educational practices of the country, and it is not clear 
whether all along this was well understood by reviewers, 
educational practitioners and the general public, and one 
wonders whether tbe position is much different today. 

The Accelerated Development Plan for Education, J..951, 
for example, which was more concerned witb the control 
and universality of primary education than with the CUITi· 
culum proVides the following in Paragraph 6: 'fn futUfC 
no new primary school opened by a denominational religious 
body or by a person or group of persons will be eligible for 
assistance from public funds unless approva l of the Local 
Authority concerned under powers delegated by the Central 
Government bas been obtained. It is expected tbat con· 
siderable numben; of educational unit (i.e. church) scbools 
will be handed over to Local AUlhorities.' 

Surely, lhis ruling was so radical chat in spite of the lofty 
principles of state responsibility that inspiroo it,. it threw 
the management of primary and middle schools lOto utter 
confusion overnight because for one thing several Local 
Authorities were poor and could not look after themselves 
anyway_ For another, unlike the Educational U~ts of ~e­
ligious bodies, they were not shored up finanCtaUy With 

funds from the Central Government, so that as in the case Qf 
religious bod.i~ tbey could at least employ competent stp.ff 
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to manage schools . . The resultant managerial and infra­
structural abandonment of primary and middle scnools 
lingers to the present day. 

And despite the saivaging rccom(l"Jcndations on the rna t­
ter by the Mills Odol Commission of 1967 which the 
Government accepted, the religious bodies which have had 
founding relations with vcry many schools and whose Edu­
cationa l Units are still sllstained with fi~ancia l grants from 
the Cent r~l Government, have remained cool, subtle, ex­
pansionist and overly participant in management, especiaUy 
in 'teacher deployment. But education is extremely expensive 
and therefore it is the one area where whoever provides the 
funds must provide the most competent, cost-effective 
management systems for the benefit of al~ irrespective of 
religious interests. 

New Structure 

Management problems aside, it is to be noted that by 1972 
there was the desire to re-examine the education system 
and relate it to present and futllre 'needs. Consequently, the 
new system is structured as follows:-

(a) Kindergaten--duration, 18 to 24 months for age grouP 
4 to 6 years. 

(b) First Cycle Education----<:onsisting of 6 years primary 
plus 3 years junior secondary. Thus with effect from 
September 1975, every Ghanaian child is entitled to 9 
years of basic education divided into 6 years primary 
and 3 years junior secondary, and both are fee-free and 
compulsory. 

(c) Second Cycle Education...:....this consists of 

0) senior seondary lower, '0' level, to be pursued in 
2 l'ears after graduation from the junior secondary 
school 

(ii) Technical and Commercial courses. 
A pupil from the second cycle level who wishes to con­
tinue formal education and bas the necessary qualifica­
tions can proceed to 

(a) senior secondary upper leading to 'A' level 

(b) a teacher training course 

(c) a polytechnic course 

and those who do not proceed to university from the 
:lenior secondary upper would be encouraged to train fo r 
middle level professions. ' 

The aims, objectives and content of the new system are 
all rooted in one basic prin::iple: Relevance. The system 
takes account of the present and future needs of the child 
and the society in the context of the environment within 
which both are to fulfil themselves. An attempt. has 
been made therefore, to marry humanism with technolog­
y; in other wo rds, the acquisition of practical skills must 
be backed by sound general education. 

The learning of graduated ptactical sJs,:ills which starts 
in primary class one is re-emphasised in tbe junior secondary 
school. As previously, literacy, numeracy and socia­
lisation are basic. The subjects for the junior secondary are 
in two groups. The group one subjects are the same as those 
being pursued in the present-day secondary school Forms 
one to three but with new orientations in the ,yll abuses 
and books. And I believe the depth would be the same since 
the target (or a number o( those who would continue 
after th~ junior secondary would be '0' level. 

It i6 the subjects in group two lhat are prob ably causin a: 
confusion in the minds of the public. Tbete &Ie thir1ee 
aU (Olether. Thoy are w~d. work.. muonry, ID&taJ worI,D 

technical drawing, pottery, commorcial subjects, marine 
science (fishing), automobile practice, craft, beauty cu lture 
(including hair-dressing), tailoring, dressmaking aod cater­
ing. But the rule is that each pupil shall do at least TWO 
of these suhjects and the purpose is not to turn all junior 
secondary school pupils intO' full-fledged carpenters, masons, 
mechanics and techn icians. They are too young for that. 
The purpose is (a) to make thenl understand what these 
practica l subjects are about to enable them cope with a 
technological environment; and (b) to so predispose them 
Ulat those who have the aptitude COllld pursue them further. 

What has been said so far "Should indicate that the New 
Education System is not goi ng to start in 1980. 1t started 
in September 1975. ChiJdc.en in Primary CI~sses 1·5 this 
year are the pioneers with Class 5 the frontUners. It is 
most important that tb is fact of the matter is clearly under­
stood by all Ghanaians. 1980/81 is only aoo Utcr phase, that 
is when those in primary class 5 today enter junior secon­
dary Form One. The nex.t target date is 1983/ 84 for senior 
secondary . lower anQ 1985/86 for senior secondary upper. 
So that it will taRe some 10 to 12 years for the children to· 
go through the first and second cycles of the new edllcatioo 
system for Ghana, that is, if within this period there is no 
overhaul. 

It follows, then that the implementation of the new edu­
cation system ;s in progress . The new syllabllSes of the 
primary course have been prepared and many of the books 
based on them published and arc being used. Some of tbese 
books -are fine indeed and are a credit to the authors 
and publishers. Therefore, in terms of the objectives, a t 
least the numeracy, socialisation and Iiteracr aspects of the 
curriculum, the obligations are being met. It is not clear, 
however, whether thc practical activities are being equally 
provided. If the main thrust of the new system is to be 
mainta ined, then the implehlentation of these: practical 
activities should receive urgent attention from top to 
bottom management and also from the Ghana National-' 
Association of Teachers. 

C05verting tbe M iddle School. 

What obviously worries a number of pwple is how the 
middle scho:>1s are going to be converted to provide the 
nom~a l secondary school courSe as well as cour3~ in the 
practical slI bje:;ts mentioned. Tbe problem b ~re is not money 
primarily;IT [5 I\<IANAGE[\1ENT. If Ghana is clear about 
who manages nrst cycle education and who is responsible 
for the provision of facilities pending the competent opera­
tion of the Local Government System, then these will be 
a finn base for profitable use of money. This point requires 
full and decisive government consideration if disaster is 
to be averted. 

We may, therefore, divide the problem areas of imple­
mentation into three; the pedagogue, administration and 
facilitIes. The country is fairly used to humanistic educa­
tion and not many problems are to be ex.pected in this 
area. Equally, it should not be difficult ta provide practical 
activities at tile primary level. With good planning, teachers 
for science and the non-literary subjects in Group II could 
be produced in adequate numbers having regard to the 
present and future teacher trainingand supply requirements. 
The prob~em is likely to be how best to deploy these teachers 
and make the best use of their skills. Secondly, the writing 
and production of books for the junior secondary school 
should follow a tight scbeduJe and the private sector .hould 
help in th~ writing, production and distribution of these 
boob. 
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Administration seems to be the rpost difficult area at the 
moment, aod it js in two parts: the administration of the 
individual school and management of schools. It is 
suggested that each primary as well as junior secondary school 
should be managed liRe an ordinary secondary school or 
training college of today. that i~ by a board of governors to 
wbicb financial grants are made quarterly. It means tbat. 
we will now have to bave large primary schools and junior 
secondary schools managed by boards of governors with 
independent financial grants from the. Cen tral Government. 
Religious interest in schools will continue but not in deploy­
ment of teachers and management. All single-stream schools 

, jn rural and urban areas should be merged inlo at least two 
but not more than four streams irrespective of religious 
affiliations. 

The members of the boards of governors in primary and 
jupior secondary schools, i.e. converted middle schools, 
should be drawn from the local community so that eac1;t 
community will have pride and civic responsibility in ruo­
ning its own school. The head of a primary or junior secon­
dary school must have the same admin islra t.ive clout as the 
headmaster or principal. The community can charge extra 
fees if that does not affect the right of the child to educa­
tion. 

Money will always be n~eded for education. But facilities 
are 'best available if whatever money is given is effectively 
used by a competent school administration. The junior 
secondary schools will require labora tories and .workshops; 
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however, the full needs of each school cannot be met 
overnight. They will have to be provided in planned phases. 
Junior secondary laboratories and workshops need not be 
sophisticated in order to meet the minimum requirements 
of the syllabuses. However, the truth of the matter is that 
the most effective use of money, no matter how much, 
for the procurement of facilities depends on sou n d 
management. Given this, there cou ld be cheer for the 
future if the opportunities and Lesources of the present are 
seizep up, <l:.dded to and utilised peoperly. 

Observer Notebook 

THE COMMISSIONER AND PRESS 
FREEDOM 

For those who have known the present Commis­
sioner far Information over a long period, his 
appointment to this important post appeared to 
be one of the rrogressive things that the " new" 
SMC bad done. This was because Mr. Dixon Kwa­
me Afreh has been a great champi on of liberal ism 
in general and the freedom of the press in particu­
lar. As both university teacher and lawyer, he has 
had numerous occasions to expatiate on the ques­
tion of press freedom, and his views have been 
consistently progressive in the liberal tradition. 
His appointment as Commissioner fo r Information, 
it was felt by many. was an opportunity for him 
to translate into practice the ideals he has professed 
and campaigned for over the years. The ConunJssio­
ner ought to be told now that after a fuiJ month in 
office, those who held high hopes on his 
appointment are getting disappointed and frus­
trated. 

It will be recalled that about a month before his 
elevation to the high post of Commissioner for 
Information, Mr. Afreh was a panelist in a sym­
posium on press freedom orga'1ised by the students 
of the Schoo l of Journal ism and Communication, 
Legon. In a spirited speech at tJle British Council 
Hall on August 30, 1978, Mr. Afreh put up an 
una..c;sai lable case in defence of press freedom and 
drew particular attention to the inimical laws that 
have made true press freedom so elusive in this 
country. On that occasion, making specific re­
ference to the Newspaper Licensing Decree, 1973 
(NRCD 161), Mr. Afreh said: 

The government has the power to grant, refuse 
or withdraw a licence or review it or refuse to do 
so. The reason why the Legon Observer could 
not come out for four years was that the Ministry 
of infonnation just refused or fai led to take any 
action on the paper's applicat ion for the renewal 
of its licence. A.part from this, the government 
has power under S. 183(2) of the Criminal Code 
to impose censorship on a newspaper or the 
writings of a particular individual , .• 

As long as such laws remain on the Statut-e 
Book the recent Proclamation on the Emancipa­
tion of the Pr.css by Col. Parker Varney will 
remain a hollow and meaningless declaration. 
It is not surprising that the press have so far not 
fully asserted the freedom granted to them. For 
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NOTICE TO 
INSURANCE POLICY HOLDERS 

Owing to the recent devaluation, property values have increased 

and in order {o ensure that your Insurance policy adequately 

protects you, 'we recommend that you revise your Insurance values 

gs follows 

(1) BUILDINGS 

(2) PLANT, MACHINERY 
FIXTURES & FI'ITINGS 

(3. HOUSEHOLD GOODS 
AND PERSONAL 
EFFECTS 

(4) STOCKS TO BE 
VALUED AT CURRENT 
MARKET VALUES. 

add at least 70% to current 
insurance value 

add at least 140% to current 
insurance value 

add at least 65% to current 
insurance value 

These adjustments do not take account of variation in prices 

resulting from continuing inflation. This trend should be taken 

into account when ~ese revisions are being made. 
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it can be ' taken away at any time.-The freedom 
of the press is not for a government to grant: it 
is a human right, and no group of persons ' should 
be allowed to usurp it and then release it at will. 
Aud this we must not allow to happen in future. 
(Our emphasis). 
We have quoted part of Mr. Afreh's speech at 

length to remind him of the noble sentiments he . 
publicly evinced and to tell him that the public is 
anxiously wa,iting to see what he is doing about 
those two laws, now that almost by poetic justice 
he is in a position to help in the establishment of 
true press freedom in this country. We also hope 
that wilh his legat background, the present Cam­
missloner will recommend action on the revision 
of other laws restrictjve of the freedom ' of expre­
ssion such as the laws of sedition) libel, contempt 
of court, state secrets, publication of false news, 
ru.m0urs~subversion, etc. 

The revision of such laws may take some time 
but action in this direction cat}. be inItiated without 
undue dela , especially since the Commissioner 

. has demonstrated in his university lectures that 
he has given careful thought to these over the 
years. Meanwhile, there is no earthly reason why 
the Newspaper Licensing Decree of 1973 should 
be on our statute books today. We believe the Com­
missioner has been in office long enough to gtt 
this obnoxious law repealed immediately. If this 
is not done forthwith, we shall have legitimate 
grounds to question the principles on which he 
made his earlier pronoun.cements when he was 
not in office. Or has he- become "contaminated" 
so quickly that he is prepared to adopt a double 
standard? Or may it be that he has suddenly dis­
covered the wisdom behind that decree? 

Whatever the case is, the public is entitled to 
know. The Commissioner should see his appoint­
ment as both an opportunity to serve his coun­
try and a challenge to uphold, defend and vindicate 
those principles on which he was waxing eloquent 
not so long ago. We hope that for the sake of his 
own honour and Iris credibility, Mr. Dixon Kwame 
Afreh, Commissioner for Information, will not 
disappoint his numerous friends and well-wishers 
to whom he, bad given reason to believe that his 
appointment to this J'l'articular post would bring 
some enughtment and freedom of expression to 
Ghana. 

DECLARATION OF ASSEfS 

It is most disturbing that after four months in 
office, members of the "new" SMC and their com­
missioners have still not declared their assets, This 
failure, unwillingness or inabi)ity to declare their 
assets has already provoked a crisis of confidence 
in the new administration, This is a most serious 
omission, and we demand that this constitutional 
provision - or just a pragmatic, sensible conven­
tion - be complied with forthwith by all the 
members of SMC and NRC. . 

We insist on this because a government which 
IB.cks legitimacy should make up for this serious 
political deficiency both by actual performance 
and by high moral standards. On the grounds of 

perfonnan€e, there is incontrovertible evidence 
that this government and its predecessor (or part 
predecessor) have even not begun to appreciate 
the problems facing this country, mUch less make 
any serious and realistic efforts at solving them. 
On moral grounds, we are stin-to get any evidence 
that this government wants to give people of this 
country ' any reason to have confidence in them, 

Given all the noise that the military government 
under Acheampong made about !he failure of the 
PP government to declare thei r assets - a charge 
which has since .been shown to be onJypartly true­
we completely fail to appreciate why the " new" 
SMC which claims to be more serious than its part 
predecessor have not yet declared their assets. 'This 
failure is:giving rise to unhealthy rumours and it is 
in the interest of members of the SMC themselves. 
both old and new, to put an end to such specula­
tions by declaring their assets to the Ch ief Justice 
who ' Will tnen make a publie announcement to 
that effect. 

If the "new" SMC is determ+ned to clean up 
the country, as Lt.-Gen Hamidu, Chief of Defence 
Staff, has been constantly telling \us, we invite 
them to start that operation from the top, not 
forgetting all those, both civilian and mililAry, 
who have held office in the government since 1972, 
includipg General Acheampong himself. Even.if 
they did not declare their assets on assumption of 
office, we are still entitled to know what they acqui­
red while in office. If, the SMC fails to lAke up 
this challenge we are throwing to them, they should 
by this act of omission know that they have for­
feiled all moral right to pontificate on public mora­
lity or even to preside over the affairs of this coun­
try. We are. already getting fed up with the homrlies 
and double-talk and we demand action now. ft 
is only opportunists and hypocrites who judge 
others by standards by which they themselves do 
not want to be judged. We hope that members of 
the SMC and NRC would not like to be so 
described_, ___ -=-__ _ 

THE SATELLITE PUZZLE 

Efficient internal and external communications 
are essential to economic development, and the 
government of the SMC has been rightly concerned 
with improving our telecommunication system 
which is rapidl¥ falling to pieces. To this end, the 
government last year invited tenders for the supply 
of a Standard "A" Station consisting of a Sate­
llite Earth station and an Electronic International 
Telephone Exchange. Six companies made offers 
and after the technical and financial aspects of the 
offers had been considered, three were shorlisted 
in the following order: GTE of the U.S., NEC 
of Japan and SPAR of Canada. The first two 
companies were asking for about US $13 million 
for the pack'!,ge whi le the ea"adian firm bid for 
US $6 mil lion. 

Somehow, after the tenders had been opened 
and a technical committee had placed the offers 
by the three companies in order of merit, the third 
company, SPAR Technology Ltd. of Canada, 
represented in Ghana by Mr. Henry K wadwo 
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Djaba, submitted a fresh quotation reducing i~ 
original offer by about US $2 million. This third 
company therefore got the contract and on 28th 
November last year an agreement was signed with 
SPAR for the installation of Standard" A" Earth 
Satellite at a cost of US $14,630,068 plus (1'2,364,308 
in local c.osts. Ghana has already paid (1'5.540 
million, (1'}.8 million of this in forein exchange 
to that company_ It will be useful to find out 
under what circumstances the company adjudged 
third by the experts was finally awarded the con­
tract. 

In this connection it is useful to know that 
both the Ja1Janese and American compa.nies 
approached theit: governments about .assistance . 
that could be offered Ghana for the realisation 
of the p"f0ject. In fact , based on the various experts' 
Teports and at the request of the M1inistry of Trans­
port and Communications, the EXIM Bank of 
USA approved a loan for Ghana to implement 
the project through GTE, and the US Ambassador 
in Ghana .conveyed this information to the then 
Commissioner for Transport and Communications, 
Mr . . !':. R. K. Dwemoh, in a letter dated 2~th 
November, 1977. One wQuld like to kilow why 
this offer was ignored. - ___ 

But what is more serious and calls for a public 
enqui ry is that despite the commitment to SPAR 
and the S\lID already paid to is, the government 
has now signed anotlier agreement with another 
American company for the .supply of a Standard 
HB" System at a cost of US$3 million. This Stan­
dard " B" System has a much smaller capacity 
and can only partly improve our external commu .. 
nication -..,.,ithout making any impact on O\}I' in­
ternal Gommunieation. Jt is intended to be a stop-

- gap measure while waiti~g f 0 1' the "A" system 
which will become oEeratlOnal by February 1980, 
or even earlier, if the foreign exchange difficulties 
can be removed. It is also pertinent to remember 
tha t in the Gase of the " B" system there was no 
open international tcnaer as was the case fo r the 
'A" system. 

What is- particularly disturbing about this 
Standard " B" system is th.e haste with which the 
Ministry of Transport and Communications wants 
to push it through. It is known that the P. 8c T. 
Board is thoroughly opposed to the "B" project 
and made its views known to the new Commi­
ssioner in a letter dated 12th July, 19n, less 
than a week after the Commissioner's appoint­
ment. In the letter, the Board said that the over 
US$3 million to be spent on the "B" system will 
be wasteful and unecJnomical over the two-year 
period and that the "A:' sy~tem is much more 
preferable from both a technical . and.a financial 
point of view since it has lower operatIOnal ~costs. 
The Board further added that the P_ & . T. Cor­
poration needs (Z300)OOO in foreign exchange for 
spares to nurse. the existing external cOUlmunica­
tion system until Febru~y 1980 when the S~­
dard "A" Earth station IS expected to be commi­
ssioned. They are catt:gorical in. their rejection 
of the " B" system whetner on .the basis of a l~~e 
or outJi~ht purchase, and yet.-It a~pears :the Ml.nI­

stry is bent on going ahead Wlt~ t!lls project which 
means spending over USB million for (he two­
year perlod_ 

One wou,d like to know why the goverment 
is ignoring the advice from the P. &. T. Board 
just' as it ignored the advice offered earlier on the 
"A" system as contained jn reports by the ITU, 
by Japanese consultants, by t)te Techni""'l Commi­
ttee of the P. &. T and by the P. & T. Board itself. 
We would also like to know whether despite the 
heavy fiqancial commitment made -in respect of 
the Standard "A" system, the contract is to be 
scrapped: If not, is it not wiser to give the P. & T. 
the C300.000 in foreig'l eXchango it needs to im­
prOVe the existing system than to waste US$3 
million just for a system which will become le­
dundant after 18 months?_- The arithmetic- of ·the 
matter is quite straghtforward to us, but if the 
Miulstty has comoelling reasons why jt thinks it is 
better to spend three million than (1'300,000 to 
achieve the same objectives, we would like to 
know. 

TliE NOBEL PRIZE FOR PEAcE 

President Sadat of Egypt and Premier Begin 
of IS(ael are easily the most controversial reci­
pients of the Nobel Pnize for Peace in recent years: 
While it is true that Sadafs initiative in visiting 
Israel and Begi.n's return visit to Egvpt were epoch 

~makings sceptical observers of developments over 
the past twelve months "do have a case worth. exa- " 
mingo It may well. be that listening to them now 

. will prepare the world for a later. situation if and 
when these two peace-mongers turn cQat. 

The key issue in the Mid<fle East is the 'dis­
possession of the Palestinian people of their home­
land. Begin, has sworn ' not only to guard the pre-
1947 frontiers of Israel, but also to consolidate 
his ·country·s hold on territories captured in the 
six-day war in. 1967. This he is doing by expanding 
Israeli settlements in the occupied Arab lands 
even while the Camp David talks are under way, 
and by retatning his option~ of militarily inter­
vening in Lebanon. 

Sadat on the other hand, has equivocated in 
a most amazing manner. He sw~a"s that he will 
not seek. a "unilateral agree-,nent with Israel with­
out drawing in other ~rab states. But he must 
have been aware that Begin's intransigence on 
many fundamental issues was bound to alienate all 
other defenders of the Arab/Palestinian eause. 
So, although Begin has broken pleage a '-ter pleag~, 
Sadat is doing his solo act, knowing very well 
that no other Arab state is likely to accept the 
tenus of :lie Camp David Agreement. 

What then are the chances of pea-ce following 
the "victory" of Sadat and Begin and their receipt 
of the Nobel Prize for Peace? • 

Sjnce the Palestinian issue remains unresolved, 
we can expect further flare-ups in the Middle 
East. Since Israel has been allowed by her mentors 
to flout UN resolutions on the evacuation of Arab 
Territories occupi.ed in 1967> one can expect inter­
national (especially Socialist and Third World) 
diplomatic support for ~e -Pa~~stinia!ls .and ~he · 
majority of Arab States ill mel! eonttnumg con-
fr-Ontation with Is.raoL · 
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President Sadat faces considerable opposition 
at home on his stand on negotiations with Israel, 
opposition which Will weaken his clout at home in 
direct proportion to the coriduct of Premier Begin. 
whose course of action has been clearly stated 
througll belligerent acts belied by dovish talk. 

U ltimately. what will vindicate the Nobel 
Committee in itS choice of these two would-be 
peace-makers is the unfolding of events. Will 
there be peace in the Middle East? The real istic 
-answer is "no". Secondly, will there be peace 
between Israel and Egypt? The most sanguine 
answer is "pro bably". In these circumstances, and 
having regard to the fact that Jsrael and Egypt 
are but two of many countries at the beart of tbis 
generation-old belligerency. one comes to the 
painful conclusion that the award of this year's 
Nobel Prize for Peace to Sadat and Begin may 
well turn out to be an echo of the invention that 
brought fame to Alfrcd Nobel- dynamite. 

Need we remind ourselves of the customary 
behaviour of dynamite ? 

PURCHASES IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
GHANA 

In the October 27 issue of the Pioneer a .writer 
made serious allegations of financial malpractices 
in the matter of overseas purchases by the Un i versi~ 
ty of Ghana, Legan. The allegations involve straight 
malpractices as well as a rather perverted scale of 
values for au educational insti tution. The statement 
in the newspaper showed that the author appeared 
to know what he was talking about. 
. We. call on the Vice-Chancellor to order an 
immediate enquiry into these very serious allega­
tions and also to proh,e the whole system of pur­
chases, both local and overseas, in tbe university. 
We also call on the Vice-Chancellor to investigate 
the manner in which cem in so-called '(unservi­
ceable" vehicles were disposed of by the Medical 
School. In particular, the probe should seek answers 
to the following questions: (a) Who or wbich com­
mittee declared those vehicles "unserviceable"; 
(b) the method of sale; (c) those who purchased 
them and at what prices; and (d) how soon after 
the sale these vehicles became "serviceable", and 
where the spare parts were obtained to repair them. 

We further suggest that since this is a matter of 
public interest, the investigations should be held in 
public. 

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 

Albert Van Dantzig: Senior Lecturer. Dept, 
of History, Legon. 

K. Agbeli Mensah : Legal practlt;o~er, Accra. 
Amu Djoleto: Execut ive Director, Ghana 

Book Development Council . 

T. Kodjo-Ababio Nubuor: Final year student 

in Philosophy and History. Legan. 

Letters 
"ONE-MAN SROW" INDEED ! 

Sm-Did I bea r the phrase "One-man show" correctly during 
the radio and television broadcast of the new chairman <>f 
the S.M.C. on 10th July, 1978 after the overthrow of General 
Acheampong? • 

If I did correctly then, Mr. Editor, it win be pertinent for 
the broadcaster of that phrase to answer the following few 
Questions: 

(a) Was it from Acheampong's persona l arsena l or ar­
mou ry 01;" ammunition dump that about eight (8)' Police Ar­
moured Cars trouped to the Uni versi ty of Ghana, Legan, 
where on the J 3th of Janua!;)', 1978 tbe Police monstrously 
brutalized lecturers, students, workers and visitors? 

My family and I were caught co-irtcidenta lly in the whole 
fracas on the day in question. Oh! my goodne53, reason had 
fled to the brutish beasts. We, visitors, were detained at 
Legan and a lso at the Achimota Police Station Barrier for 
more than four (4) hours while tbe lecturers, students, 
workers, male and female alike, continued to receive the 
strokes of Police batons even as we were leaving. 

(b) Upon whose command were soldiers lei loose on the 
Headmaster, tutors and students of Opoku Wa re Secondary 
School, Kumasi? 

(c) Upon whose command were soldiers or Police or 
Border Guards let loose on the student population of Winnc­
ba Specialist Train ing College? 

(d) Similar questions may be asked of the incidents 
involving Wesley College, Kumasi, Mf8l1tsipim Secondary 
School, Cape Coast. 

(e) Upon whose command did soldiers hold "military 
exercise" at Korle-B u, a teaching hospital? 

(f) Upon whose orders was the symposium of the Re­
gnised Professional Bodies Association orga nised a t the 
Accra Community Centre on 12th October. 1977 disrupted 
with so much brutalit.y? 

(g) Was it out of Acheampong's personal arsena l and was 
it upoo his persona l orders that so many soldiers with high ly 
sophisticated weapons occupied the offices of Ihe Electora l 
Commissioner for about five (5) days as from the night of 
30th March,- 19781 

(h) Was it Acheampong alone who ordtrred the deten­
tion of several eminent Ghanaians after the monstrous Re­
ferendum of 30th March, 1978? 

(i) Was it Acheampong a lone who toyed with the de­
mands and strikes of the Professiona l Bodies? 

(j) Was the broadcaster not the Chief of Defence Staff 
during the lime of the events listed above? 

(k) All this time, what were the other members of the 
S.M.C. doing? 

We, Ghanaians, know that a ll the above events look place 
when tbe broadcaster of the "one-man show" phrase and 
many of bis eolleagues of the S.M.C. were prominent mem­
bers of-the said S.M.C. during those times. Speaking of 
today, how reconstituted is the S.M.C. anyway? 

Perhaps, after we have been able to identIfy the loolers 
of the State monies kept abroad and locally. all Ohanaiana 
will definitely be in a position to ask many more questions 
at the proper forums which intelligent Ghanaians are capable 
of creating. 

CURlA Charnbcf5 
Acern H. K. Akuffo 
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USE LOCAL CONSULTANTS 

SIR-The rero·t that a consultancy cont ract for rehabilitating 
and extending the Military Hospital has been given to 
NTARCO, a Dutch consulting firm is rather depressing. 
All those who were involved in arriving at the decision that 
no finns of consu ltants in Ghana are competent to handle 
the Military Hospital extension and that tecbni,cal assista nce 
must be sought from outs ide, destrve pats oFi thei r backs. 

A country where decision makers look down upon their 
professionals (architects, engineers, quantity surveyors etc.) 
and consider them incompetent to handle a project like the 
Military Hospital extension (reception a nd waiting areas 
consulting rooms, wards, operating theatres, dispensaries, 
kitchens, stores, other 8gciUar:y rooms and houses for doctors 
and nurses) must be a very progressive country indeed! This 
is self~reliance in action. 

Expertise jn the design of hospitals is not a prerequisite. 
Any group of architects, engineers and quantity surveyors 
worth their salt working in collaboration with doctors can 
work out a good brief to enable' the design o(a first class 
hospITal to satisfy lhe demands of even the military. The 
Military Hospital project is not the only project thrown out 
to foreign firms. Others like the Tono Irrigation Scheme, 
Kumasi Airport and Olympic Compl~x have all gone the 
same way. 

The design of the whole Ghana Medical Scbool for the 
University of Ghana, a hospital the comlexity of which 
cannot be matched by the military hospital. is being under- , 
taken by Ghanaian. professionals. What then is SO special 
about the Military Hospital extension which Ghanaian 
architects and. engineers cannot tackle? Even if it is a case of 
security, can we count more on the loyalty of foreigners than 
of our own people? 

1 cannot accept tbe argument that if preJ iminary prepara­
tions of any proposed project arc made, li ke the hospital in 
question, before in viting foreigners to help finance.and equip 
it, they will say no. I am of the opinion that this is exactly 
what the developed nations expect from us now. 

if we pa use to think of how other countries have built up 
their experts after whom we rusb so much, we shall realize 
that those countries have purposefully bu il t up their hUman 
resoul.:CCS by creating for them the necessary opportunities 
and leading them through varied e~pcriences. 

I wou ld like to suggest, laking a cue from developed coun­
tries, that almost all projects must ce commiSSioned to Gha­
naian consultants. They will be able to identify the aspects 
of the project which would require foreign experts and wiJI 
advise the authorities accordingly. By this method, Ghana­
ians wiH be invol~d with every p(Oject thaI is undertaken in 

. the country. They will build up the necessary cxpel1ise and 
this wi ll also reduce to the rl!inimum foreign exchange ele­
ments of even very highly technical projects. 

P. O. Box 8565, 
Accra-North. 

W. K. Akude, 

IS THE "THINK TAl\l}(1J FUNCTIONING ? 

SIR - Following the realization by the new SMC/NRC that 
the country had been brought to the brink of complete di!;­
aSter as a result of the administrative incompetence, corrup­
tion and flights of fancy, economic ignorance, military im­
precision, warped visions of personal grandeur. expensive 
misca1cu lalions and fitful vituperations that characterized 
the Acheampong regime, a "Thirtk Tank" under the Chair­
manship of Dr. Amon Nikoi was set up to help Government 
in the determination and execution of its policies. 

QUAN.TITY SURVEYORS 

TAYSEC CONSTRUCTION LIMITED r5quire experienced QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS for their Bui lding and Civil Engineering Projects. 

Applicants must be fully conversant with all aspects of Quantity Surveyors' duties 
and have the ability to work on their own initiative. . 

The work to be carried 0 ut includes;-

The instigation, preparation and maintenance of Increased/Decreased 
Coat Calculations fo( Labour and Materials.; 

The remeasurement of \Vork both from drawings on Site. 

The operation of cost control sytems involving extensive allocation 
of labour plant and materials. 

Regular and systematic reconcilliations of bulk materials. 

Applicants should preferably. hold a recognised qualification and should write giving 
full details of age, education, qualifications, experience and salary required to; 

The Personnel Officer, 
Taysec Construction Limited. 
4 Brewery Road, 
P. O. Box 01010, 
Osu/Accra. 
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I do not know whether other memben; of that usually 
high-powered group have been named ; but my worry is that 
since the initial noise made about the "Think rank", not 
much bas been heard about it. I do not suppose that tbe 
composition of the group and its operations are covered by 
the Official Secrets Act. 

I submit that, in view of tbe current justifiable and demo· 
cratic cry for public accountability, it is only fai r and proper 
for the press to be in a position.to inform tbe public about 
the "Think Tank", There a TC at present a lot of matters 
relating to policy formulation to which tbe " Tank" may be 
expected to address itself: probes, declaration of assets, long­
lasting political direction, post-budget prohibitive cost of 
living, rural development, inter alia. 

University of Cape Coast, 
" Cape Coast 

Y. S. KantaoJca Boafo 

WHO HAS TO FACE THE MUSIC? 

Sir-The CO.S., Gen. Hamidu, has the right to deplore the 
exodus of teachers from the country, but for him to go on 
to say that "we a ll have to face the music together" borders 
on the grotesque. 

One may pertinently ask the General why we must all face 
the music. Why should suffering Ghanaians bear the brunt 
of sadism, folly, crass cOrruption and moral turpitude of our 
leaders and their equally depraved hirelings aod bootlickers? 
Are we masochists? 

The only effective way to stem the exodus is to clean me· 
ticulously the Aegean stable. The public urgently demands a 
probe of all our military governments including those who 
are retired, together with their top civil servant and ·~busi. 

nessmen" accomplices. It is only such action that will give 
the General's exhortation some iota of meaning. 

A call for patriotism from the hungry and economically 
deprivetl is nothing but a hollow exhorlation; even soldiers 
have to "march on thelr stomach". Some of us are ready to 
go hungry for days on end, suffer all deprivations and show 
all the ste rling qualities of a patriot, if and only if we have 
confidence in our leaders. 

The names of Jhe economic "murderers" should be pu· 
blished with the amounts involved, no matter wbose ox is 
gored! The few wlio float in tainted opulence and gaudily 
flaunt it about should face the music. But the question is: 
who will cast the first stone? 

Meosah·Sarbab Hall 
Legon. 

Senyo Kwabla Oaddab 

LEGON OBSERVER SOLD FOR (?:1.SO IN KUMASI 

SIR- It is rather unfortunate that the Ghanaian greed for 
m :mey has been extended to the sale of the Legon ObserTC'r. 
In Kumasi, the Legon Obsen'er sells for (l1.50, whereas 
tbe official price is (ll.OO 

Don't say this is a slory, I have gone round almost all 
the vendors and they sell it openly at tbat price. fn som.:: 
places, ODe is foreed to buy a copy of a Lotto Margazine 
before one is given a copy of the Legon Obsen'er for (lUO. 

J am suggesting tbat the producers should not only warn 
those concerned in their next issue, because the vendors 
in Kumasi here WILL NOT heed any such warning. The 
Graphic and the Times a re sold everywhere in Kumasi ror 
40p each instead or the official price of 20p. The papers 
have wamed ~veraJ. times on this but it is still done here 
in Kwmaai. 

What I suggest is that the producers of the Legon Obser· 
ver should investiga te this issue and when I am proved 
right, should tenninate all arrangements with the vendors 
in Kumasi forthwith and arrange with the GNTC, UTC 
Kingsway, Methodist BOOk Depot, Presby Book Depot 
and the State Publishing Corporation to sell them to the 
public. They will sell strictly according to tbe prescribed 
price. 

Please act promptly on this and halt this shameful prac· 
tice \Yhich is too rampant in Kumasi. 

P. O. Bo;r; X84 Koft Adomako 
F.N.T., Kumasi 

Editor's Note: We have taken note of your complaint 
and are taking appropriate action to 
ensure that there arc adequate copies 
around to frustrate the tendencies of the 
avid vendors. Meanwhile, we advise alJ 
our readers to refuse to pay more than 
the stipulated price of € I.OO aDd to report 
such vendors and agents to us. 

VEHICLE LOAN 

Sm- At present, themaxin:mm advance granted for the pur~ 
chase or any make of motor vehicle is (0,000.00. This is 
governed by the Ministry of Finance Circular No. 275 
issued on 13th February~ 197$. The Ministry of Finance 
which solely controls such advances may have good reasons 
for upholding this maximum to date, yet looking a l the rate 
of inflation in Ghana today, no argumen( in favour or the 
€1,OOO.OO maximum could be tenable now. 

After ali, what kind of car can ~1,OOO.00 buy today? It 
is worth calling altent i(m to the rae!' tbat when that circular 
was issued in 1975. one Gould easily purchase a smaJ l new 
car wit h (l7,OOO.OO. With the changed situation now, one 
expects the Ministry of Finance which, fortunately, is res· 
ponsible for budgeting, devaluation, etc. to adjust its lending 
policies to suit the times. 

A maximum or (l I 8,000.00 is suggested, viewing Ihe over 
100 per cent increase in the price of motor vehicles during 
the past few months. Repaymentshould spread over 12 years 
for the capital loan and all interest cha rges. 

Ghana Education Service, Kwame Opoku 
P. O. Box 2914, Accra ___ _ 

DOUBLE STANDARDS 
SfR-f would like to suggest tha t it is not enough for the 
Commissioner for Consumer Affai rs and Cooperatives, Mr. 
Kofi Dadu to maintain a low·profile on the political scene 
folloVi ing the resignation of his men lor, General Acheam· 
pong. Ide should reca ll and act ou l the prophetic words he 
wrote as editor of the Srwlresmao just before the fall of the 
Second Republic: Go, Busia, g.o. 

Me is supposed to minister to tbe needs of all conSLlmers 
or Ghana. In reality, whiJe the majority, especially those in 
the (democracy of unbeez' (remember these words?) have 

suffered a berugn neglect, the privi leged rew consume most 
and the best of the COnsumer goods su pplied by his Ministry. 

He lampooned the late Dr. Busia as "Professor Karo Didi" 
for his frank statements on the RSCheduJihg of debl5 owed 
by Ghaha to some foreign countries. Yet, not long ago, Kofi 
Badu himself vanished (rom the country only to re5urface 
witb a loan h8 had nee;ot.i:ated with Brit.a.iA GIl behalf 
ofGb.au. 
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The unkindest cut ef all is that as an insider in the Go­
vernrrient he failed to inform the public of the fact that Gha­
na was bankrupt. Rather, he had the effrontery to court 
cheap popularity by calling a press conference on bis return 
from Britain to declare, with regard to Ghana's economic 
problems. tbat there was light at the end of the tunnel. 

Konongo-Odumasi Secondary School 
Odumasi Ashanti/Akim. Yaw Amoa-Antwi 

JOURj~AUSTS ON STRIKE? 

SIR-At fi rst 1 thought I was dreaming, so I pinched myself 
to feel pain and snake sure that I still belonged to th.is pla net. 
Then it sounded like a fairly tale "fuJJ of sound and (ury 
signifying nothing". It was all about the news tbat Ghanaian 
journalists had resorted to "indust rial action" to back their 

LEGON SOCIETY ON NATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 

(PUBLISHERS OF THE:LEGON 
OBSERVER) 

SECll.ETARY/CLERK/SENlOR CLERK 

Applications are invited from qualified 
candidates for the above post at the office of 
the Society at- Legon. . 

Duties: To carry out the day-te-day running 
of the Editorial and general office. carry out­
routine clerical duties including that of deal­
ing with particular cases in accordance with 
well-defined regulations,' conduct routine 
correspondence on hi~ own initiative, type 
articles meant fOr publication in the Legon 

_ Observer, and perform any other duties that 
may be assigned to him/her from time to 
time. 
QualificatiOns: Candidates must possess the 
minimum educational qualification of School 
Certificate with credit in English Language, 
or G.C.E. '0' Level with passes in at least 5 
subjects including English Language. Must 
be able to type at the rate of 50 W.P.M. and 
take shorthand at the rate of 100 W.P.M., and 
must possess a certificate to that effect issued 
by the Principal of the Government Secre­
tarial School, or any recognised body. 

Salary: (l'3072jx 66 - 3468/ (1:3426 x 84 - 3930. 

Point of Entry will depend on qualification 
and experience. 

FriBge Benefits: Include Social Security 
contribution of 12!- % of salary, 20 % rent 
allowance, and subsidised transport to and 
from Legon. 

Method of application: App1ications should 
- be sent to the Secretary, LS.N.A., P. O. Box 

Il. Legon, not later than 30th November. 
1978. 

(Secretary) 

demand for the release and implementation of a report on 
their service conditions. 

The whole drama was as funny as it was ironical and hypo. 
critical. The very people who lashed persisten tly at the stu­
dents a nd professionals when they boycotted lectures and 
withdrew their services respectively to back their demand for 
the resignat io,n o f Kutu the dictator (m ind you, it was in the 
na tional interest) have found it reasonable to employ the 
same

l 
method to press home their selfish demands. 

Shame unto all those who failed to join the caD for a con­
certed action to remove that tyrant, and y~t find it necessary 
to go on strike after July 5 for their narrow interests. 
P. O. Box 14, Kwcsi Karl 
Kpeve. 

SCHOLARS AND DICTATORS - A REJOINDER 

SIR-I am sure Dr. Jones Ofuri-Atta is capable of replying 
to what Mr. Kofi Kumado of the Faculty of Law, Legon, 
said about him, (L.O. X, 4) but cer:tain remarkS ·of Mr. 
Kumado's must be examined fu rther. 

In the first place, what does Mr. Kumado want the LegOD 

Observer to fi nd out aboufDr. Ofori Atta's position in the 
Progress Party, and what does he want the paper to do with 
the knowledge? 

As a Junior Minister of Finance in the Progress Party Dr. 
Ofori-Atta helped the government come out with a bold 
economic policy which, for the first time in our country's 
h istory, realistically challenged the inequitable economic 
and social system bequeathed by the colonial administration 
of the country, by aHacking such areas of inequality, and 
injustice as the paying of uneconomic rents by certain cate­
gories ' of weU paid workers and contributing towards a 
development levy, which was an attempt to tax the rich for 
tbe benefit of the rural poor. If people bad not complained 
against the loss of special amenities and bad not listened to 
the insistent urgings of power-drunk tingods, the ha rsh but 
realistic economic policies of the Progress Party might by 
now have taken us out of the economic woods. Dr. Ofori~ 
Atta therefore bas every reason to be proud of his role, and 
should feel eminently qualified to speak on any aspect of the 
present parlous state of the economy. 

I find Mr. Kumado's comparisooof the theories of people 
like Dr Jones Ofoci Atta with the crudities (or practicali. 
ties?) of people like General Acheampong very interesting 
in the way he displays bis bias in favour of supposedly practical 
dictators. In preferring dictators to scholars Mr. Kumado is 
certainly in good company, notwithstanding the palpablo 
para dox. Ghana has many people who have passed through 
the doors of universities but who fiml it convenient and 
conscionable to help illiterate dictators take caUous measures 
against defenceless st udents and well-qualified professional 
people; the ministries and corporations conlain thousands 
of them who hide behind fi les and write harmful memoranda 
and 'unsupportable situation reports "that prop up the regimes 
of insensItive, practical dictators. But when the dictators 
fa ll, they continue to maintain their positions with equanimi­
ty and clear co~dence. 

The sarcastic tone of Mr. Kumado's letter may be strange 
only to the person who is not aware of the extent of anti· 
intellectualism in Ghana - it is not only among the rank 
and file of the Armed Forces, the Trades Union Congress 
and the kalabule business community but fairly widespread. 
It is also so typically African in its wider content - pull bim 
down! 
A52 Daosoman-EstatC$ J. Oppong·Agyaro 
Accra 
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GHANA'S DEVALUATION 

SIR-If there was any justification for the recent devaluation \T'''''''''''''''''''='''''''''''====''''''''''''''''''=''''''~''''''''1I1 
of the cedi, then I think it was just to restore confidence in 
ou r currency and nothing else. D evaluation has nothing to 
offer Ghanaians exrept askingJhem to " tigh ten their belts" . 

Before the devaluation by SMC Chapter Two, the Cedi 
was highly overvalued. This was made possible by an incredi­
ble increase in money supply from a total of (?:320.2 million 
in December 1971 to (l:1763.1 million in June 1977. If we 
add the amount spent on the Union Government campaign, 
then the figure for 1978 could be any body's guess. Such an 
increase in money supply withou t a corresponding increase 
in production cannot work hand in hand with the fixed 
exchange rale of tbe Cedi to the doUar. (ie Q;U5 to S 1.) Such 
an incompatibility was amply demonstrated by the black 
ma(ket rate of the dollar to the Cedi. It is therefore no won­
der that the IMF lost confidence in o ur cu'rrency. 

At present we have women "Cedi millionai res" and men 
who can issue cheques to cover the cost of ten Neoplan 
buses for their wives and helicopters for themselves. There 
are at the same time people who earn strictly q;4.00 a day. 

One question that needs answering by the powers that be I 
is should everybody be made to suffer the i mpact of this 

~V~~~;l~o~:s?a result of an increase in money which bcnefit-
j 

If the above question was posed to me, my answer will 
be an unequivocal No! I wili seek to know all those into 
whose hands the money was pumped and have the monies I 
both at home and abroad confiscatea to tbe sta~e. This will 
be enough to restore the confidence in the Cedi. If r have my 
own way too, I will recommend life imprisonment of a ll tbose I 
people. So long as these people C0ntinue to live among us, I 
they win do everything wiLhin their power to safeguard their 
ill-gotten wealth. They may even try to impose a system of 
government whicn they feel will be in their own interest. 
Devaluation will not in the least affect them. Pri(;e increases 
will rather benefit them. Their Neoplan buses wi ll continue 
to charge higher fares, thus increasing their profit margins. 
They will continue to ride in BMW's whilst the ordinary man 
will now choose to walk for miles to dodge "tro tro" fa res. 
These are the people who must be made to face the music. 

E34 Legon Hall, 
Legon. 

Kwame Opoku-Agyeman 

SPECIAL AIRPORT BUS NEEDED 

SiR-I believe that the int roduction o f a bus to Kotoka 
[nternat ional Airport and others in the country can be a 
great relief to pa!;<;.engers. I sug~est tha t service should be 
operated by the Ghana Ai rways Corporation which knows 
the movements of planes. 

1 believe that this will not only be convenient to travoUers 
but also assist them to free themselves from possib le attack! 
by thieves and "murderous" taxi fares. 

Liberty Press Limited 
Accra. 

READ TIlE 

J. K.. Ampah 

- "LEGON OBSERVER" 

ALWAYS 

ECKANKAR 

" WHAT IS ECKANKAR?" 
" WHAT IS LIFE ALL ABOUT?" 
"H AVEl LIVED BEFORE?" 
·'WHAT IS BE YOND DEATH?" 

E ver since the dawn of history man has 
been asking these and other similar ques­
tions ove.r and over. For most people. 
there have been no satisfactory answers. 
The vast ma jori lY have been born, have 
matured, aged and died ignorant of their 
t rue. sta,te, their purpose or tJleir destina­
tion. 

T his is sad because i'~ is so unnecessary., 
The 'answers have existed since the begin­
ning. D own thro ugh the ages they have 
repeat~IY been revealed through indivi­
duals who possessed the inate ability to 
recognize them. 

ECKANKA R is not yoga, rdigion, phil'l­
sophy, metaphysical - system, 0,[ an ocul! 
science. It does no t use drugs, hypnosiS. 
OJ other artifidal m-ea.ns of consciousness 
expansion. IT IS SIMPLY THE NATU­
RAL WAY TO SELF REALIZATION 
AN D GOD REALIZATION. 

ECKANKAR is a non· profit WORLD­
WIDE RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION. 

For furt.her details, contact ECKANKAR 
AREA REPRESENTATIVE - Kwame 
Boaten, P.O. Box 2100, Accra. Telephone 
No. 24682 Or The Secretary, Issac Osei, 
care, P.O. Box 2760, Accra, Telephone No. 
76161 Ex1. 253, or call personally at the 
ECK CENTER at House No.8, 4th 
Crescent Link, near Nana Nketsia Day 
Care. Center off TIME SQUARE, Asylum 
Down Accra. 

ENQUIRIES can also bo made DIRECTLY 

TO: ECKANKAR, P_O, BOX 3108 MEN­
LO PARK, CALIFORNIA, 94825 US-A. 
BARAKA BASHAD. 
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TAYLOR WOODROW 

have the following vacancies as Senior Staff appointment:-

CIVIL WORKS SUPERVISORS: 

Applicants should have a minimum of ten years experience in a supervisory 
position in construction of concrete structures both large and small. 
He should be able to control a work-force of up to 30 people including Car­
penter.; and Masons. A traae background would be preferable and he should 
be able to read and work to drawings. Those presently earning less than 
es,ooo.OO per annum are unlikely to be suitable. 

MASTER FITTERS: 

Applicants should have a minimum of ten years in a supervisory position 
in maintenance and repair of either Leyland. Land Rover or Caterpilla.r 
equipment. He should have served an apprenticeship or some other form 
of mechanical training. He should be able to direct and instruct on a practical 
basis groups of fitters and to maintain job cards and requisition spares from 
parts books. Those presently earning Jess than e7,500.00 per annum are 
unlikely to be sui table. 

The following vacancies also erist for suitable qualified people who have the drjve, 
ability and leadership qualities and potential to be employed in junior production 
positions whilst receiving training and gaining the experience to enable them within 
a few years to assume senior positions in production management:-

ENGINEERS: 
Applicants should be pursuing or have completed at\lll or part time course 
of academic training as Civil or Technician Engineers. 

FOREMAN CARPENTERS/JOINERS: 
Applicants should have undergone an approp~iate technical education and 
have achieved at least the standard of ONe or its equivalent or have com­
pleted a trade apprenticeship. They should have a ntinimum of two years 
relevant experiencel pref~b ly in construction. 

Initially successful applicants may be employed bfTaylor Woodrow of Ghana Ltd. 
on the Tono and Yea Irrigation Projects in the Upper Region bl!t after a suitable 
period of time will be engaged on one of the many Projects Taysec Construction Ltd. 
will be undertaking. 

Apply in writing stating age, ~ucation , qualifications, experience and detai ls of all 
previous employments to date to either: 

The Personnel OfHcer, 
Taysec Construction Ltd., 
4 Brewery Road> 
P. O. Box 01010, 
Osu, 
Accra. 

Or 

The Project Manager, . 
Taylor Woodrow of Ghana Ltd., 

Teno Irrigation Project, .,.~~ .-~-~. '. Private Mail Bag, . __ _ 

Navrongo, TAYLOR WOODROW 
Upper Region. 
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Opinion 
DON'T BLAME THEM ALL 

By 

A Correspondent 

In his arrogance, Acheampong "and his close associates 
tended to give the impression that civilians as a corpora te 
body suffered certain moral defects which caused the mis. 
fortunes that prompted the milit~ry to step in to "redeem" 
the coun try' Hence. for a considerable time after the couP. 
not only were members of me ousted civilian administra. 
tion incarcerated but also civilians of all manner of status 
and position- principal secreta ries, corporation managers. 
clerical officers, messengers and even common harlots_ 
were equally made, at times, to undergo the indign ily of 
so-called therapeutic or punitive drilling in public view for 
either laten~ at work or "loitering". Civilians, as a whole, 
were going to be taught lasting lessons in militarv disci­
pline and the country was to' be put on course t~ both 
economic and political · sanity. 

In addition, Acheampong posted some army officers 
to civUian organisations as a so rt of politic.:l.i patronage 
and dispensation of favours or perhaps, in his bid to control 
the.. Armed Forces. as a tactic for getting rid of potential 
rivals and 'opponents-but aU ostensibly in order to teach 
civilians proper lessons in patriotism, efficiency and probity. 
By such means, the entire Armed Forces appeared to be 
unfairly pitched againsl tbe civilian population (and even 
initially, the Police), and the stage was set for a collision 
between the Armed Forces and civilians. 

Since it became possible after General Acheampong's 
"resignation" on 5th July for people to express them.elves 
freely, it has become. clear from what one reads in the 
newspapers and hears on the street that there is an a lmost 
general resentment against the niilitary. The feeling takes 
the form of a general condemnation of military people as 
arrogan t, inefficient, corrupt, callous, unsympathetic and 
selfish. The impression is formed. that the country 
bas been ruined virtually beyond repair and our national 
coffers depleted for the benefit of the whole mil it ary. There 
has thus developed a kind of unhealthy polarisation be­
tween the military and tbe civilian section of the popula­
tion, and it wiU be in the interest of a ll concerned to ensure 
that misunderstandings are cleared for the heaJth of the 
nation and the tasks ahead. 

In this regard, we need to remind ourselves of certain 
basic facts, the most important of which is that only a few 
military personnel were directly involved with the regime 
and, even then, only some of those who were members 
of the NRCj SMC (ancient and modern), chairmen of cor­
porations, regional or ministerial commissioners or who 
occupied other special positions normally reserved for 
ciVIlians, have performed so badly as t6 deserve to be 
roundly condemned and punished accordingly. We must, 
however, stress that just as it is unfair to condemn all 
civilians for the sins of some civilian polificians, so care 
should be taken not to visit the sill! of tbe ''military- poli­
tidans" 00 aU military personnel. For, those "military­
politicians" were appointed by Al.heampong and his imme­
diate collaborators and not elected by an Armed Forces . 
caucus; they could, thorefore, not be reaarded as neee­
£sarily representinc tho best that tbe Armed Forces could 
offer. 

The second fact is that the Acheampong regiJne and its 
part successor have left us in no doubt that military rule 
is not good for tii'iscountry-a lesson that did not clearly 
register under tbe National Liberation Council (NLC) 
regime. The military politicians have shown, in even more 
palpable and ominous man ncr, the same human fa ilings of 
which they initially accused their civilian predecessors; since 
military rule is based on foroe and respect for the gun whose 
power we were made 10 fee l forcefully around the referen­
dum period, tbe conclusion is inescapable that military 
rule could be more menacing, more uncontrollable, more 
detestable and more ruinous to the country than the worst 
of civilian regimes. . 

The openly ravenous am~ing of immova ble property 
in Accra and other urban centres by military politicians 
(within sllch a shortpertod), thn::.:pis·ri:)1.)fh.l]) traersof 
fa rm lands and the exploita tion of cheap labour particularly 
in the North, the purchase of scores of road-destroying 
"juggernaut" trucks that serve no purpose than to gratify 
the financial appetite of some military persoflllei and their 
associate.g. the abuse of posi tions on public corporta lions 
for selfish ends, and the impunity with which smugglers 
have been permitted to ply their illegal business-aH at 
a time when there has been such high infiat ion, economic 
retrogression and so much general misery-are incontro­
vertible evidence of the depth to which a detcrmi ned 
military regime could sink their own country and the popu­
la lion whose interest it i.s supposed to serve. 

Unsuitability of Military Rule 

There are some who would even designate Acheampong's 
regime as the period of blantant and unashamed oligarchic 
piracy. However, we should, in a sense, be grateful that the 

. military government's performance has provided the stron­
gest evidence for the unsuitabi lity of military rule. It has 
educateCl us and, hopefully. we shall in fulUre receive news 
of a military takeover with the necessary circumspection 
and healthy scept ic ism. 

All this leads to the third fact, and tha t is, assuming 
the present mood of the country has any lasting elements 
in it, future military coups would certa inly require . muth 
more tban an early morning stealthy marCI) to Broad­
casting House to announce the removal of unarmed mem­
bers of a civilian regime and the muzzling of defence less 
kith and kin, whose protection against external enemies 
is the reuson for the: maintenance of the Armed Forces 
on the tax-payer's money. 

On the other hand, II must also be said tbat those whose 
detestation of military ru le has reached such a pitch as to 
implant in their minds the desir~ to abolish the Armed 
Forces, ... are simply being naive and unrealistic. It really 
demands more than the mere passage of a law to abolish 
an army that is determined to stay on. Moreover, this 
country already has an army, ?nd it needs one not for 
simply cosmetic purposes but for fighting aoy of our peer 
countrie, that might be tempted to wage war against us. 
The fact is, therefore, that henceforth neither can the Armed 
Forces pUlsh the civilian population around with impunity 
nor can civi lians do away with or disregard the presence 
of tbe Armed Forces. 

But this country cannot long survive the present unnece­
ssary explosive atmosphere of "DO peace, no war" between 
the military and the civilian population. A way has to b.e 
found out; but this is not possible unless the prescnt SMC 
clearly demonstrates its determination to take realistic steps 
to."ucb harmony and roconciliation. It muat, first of all. 
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manifest a resolution to put its own house in order. This 
is not to say that we arc unaware of the current commi­
ssions and committees of enquiry. The truth of the matter 
is that as citizens of tbis country. military and chilians, we 
'are not equally blameable for the present economic and 
political mess. Is it, for instance, being seriously con­
tended" that, while the properties of former civilIan pol i­
ticians are being confiscated and reconfiscated, persons 
being deprived of their citizenship, deported and their pro­
perty seized, there is as yet no evidence on which to drasti­
cally deal with a single important member of the militarr 
regime and his collaborators, military o r civilian, foreign or 
national? 

Unfortunately, the half-measures taken by the "new)' 
SMC arc only creating the ~mpression that the e,e-cise 
of July 5 has only provided an opportunity for a.. gigantic 
shielding a nd cover-tip operation. Too many irrespons­
ible officers are escaping scrutiny and censure; their coun­
'terparu in the public services and private business who 
collaborated with them also appear to be slipping thr­
ough the nct, and people are be\:oming sarcastic. If the 
Armed Forces really want to rehabilitate their image, then 
they need to do some house-cleaning to show us that we 
are operating a single standard of public morality and 
accountability. Then only can the unfortunate polarisation 
evaporate into a bad nightmare. 

This particular type of reconcilliation is necessaty be­
cause the Anncd Forces indeed do have a role to play 

in society-to ensure the 'security of the state. The wholesale 
condemnation of all military personnel can only harm this 
country· in the long run. Not all of us, military a nd civilian, 
came under tbe polluting inQuence of the leadership of 
Ach~pong and his close associates. 

We therefo re should learn to separate the goats from 
the shecp,-those unifonned politicians who have displayed 
their ineptitude and cupidity beyond doubt, and the 
ordinary officers who have done no more and no less 
than their normal duties. It is as unfair to blame the 
whole civilian population for the failings of their imme­
diate rulers as it is not equitable to permit the self-ceo­
tredness of a few military officers to tarnish the image of 
the entire Armed Forces. -

The restoration of respect and 'confidence should be the 
beginning of our search for the kind of Armed Forces that 
we need and want in this country. The present SMC has 
no less a duty to leave behind a respectable and respected 
military than the National Liberation Council (NLC) 

did in 1969. 

Matters Arising 
THE SEMANTICS OF NATIONAL GOVERNMENT -

~ REJOINDER 

T. Kodjo-Ababio Nubour 

It is certain that Prof. Kwasi Wiredu's Open Letter to 
theSMC on the Semantics of National Government in the 
Legon Observer VoL X, NO.1 constitutes ~ new development 
in what might be termed the national searcb for a suitable 
system of government for this country. The said letter, rich 

in logic.and philosophically profound, does not merely raise 
scmantical problems in the SMCs instructions to the Con­
stitutional Committee but as well implies a ' pennanent Na­
Lional Government in which political partjes and associations 
are a necessary part, the very foundation. . 

Prof. Wirodu states that "there appears at the present time 
to be something like a consensus on the need for a National 
Government in this country". However, "a great Illany 
citizens of this country entertain the gravest misgivings 
about" the SMC's national government proposal because of 
"the assumption that the proposa l for a national government 
implies the outlawing of political associations". This latter 
thinking, he holds, is "a simple fallacy". According to him, 
the: expression "national goveroment" normally refers to a 
government embracing all the parties in a state. One cannot, 
for example, describe Acheampoog's govcrnment a national 
government but rather a non-party governnlcnt. 

Talking about a '10n-party government, one needs to be 
clear about what Prof. Wiredu understands by it. He says 
that this notion and that of a government not formed on the 
basis -of parties shou ld be differentiated. The one is broader, 
the other narrower. A government not formed on tbe basis 
of parties might rightly be caUed 3 non-party government 
but so also would that formed in such a way as to reflect the 
relative strengtbs of the parties fn a nation. 

What Is • Political Party ? 

Thus a non-party government is one in which either nobo­
dy in the government belongs to a party or individuals from 
a number of parties fonn the govern.ment. This latter con­
forms to Professor Wiredu's notioh of a national govern­
ment. as we shall see presently. When in tbe preceding para­
graph, therefore, he says Acheampong's government was a 
non-party government he means by this phrase that type of 
government in which the members do not belong to parties. 

From the foregone it should be understood that for Prof. 
Wiredu a party governm~nt is one in which only the members 
of the winning party form tbe government. And it is this 
kind of government he tells the SMC he does not want, in 
the foUowing set tenns: "1 am mindful, Sirs, of the fact that 
your proposing a NaLional Government ,vas motivated by 
the quest for national unity and stability. I quite agree that 
when parliamentary elections aFe organised on a rigidly 
party-fimlOced- basis and government is formed by the winn­
ing earty to the exclusion of all losers, national unity and 
stability can become an elusive target. Undoubtedly this 
kind of politics has not been conducive to the achievement 
of these aims in our national rustory.lf this is what you mean 
by saying that the nation is not ready for party politics, then 
your position is oOe whicb, by all contemporary indications. 
is shared by most shades of opinion in the country. And I 
for one \~ould hope that the nation wi ll not be tbougbt to 
be ready (or this kind of politics so long as there is a signifi­
cant variegation jn political opinion". 

Tracking dowo the aspects of the national gov.ernment 
Prof. Wiredu would like to see in Ghana, we should begin 
by observing' that be holds that political parties or associa­
tions are indispensable to the notion of national government. 
But now, what doesne understand by a political party? He 
supposes that 'a political party is defined as any organisation 
of freely assocating citizens concerned with the mobilisation 
of opinion for the purpose of influencing the conduct of 
nalional affairs or of participating in government through 
parliamentary representativc:s in pursuit of staled national 
goals" (our empl;lasis). 

Thus, for example, the Legon Society OD Natio nal Affairs 
which seeks 10 influence the cODduct of national affairs is 
qualified as a political party. It is the same thing if the So­
ciety 'has some of its members as parliamentary representa­
tives not of the Societ)" itself but of some constituencies 
somewhere in the country. which representatives would 
carry to parliament the views of the Society. Such representa_ 
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tjves are, however, not controlled by such a political party 
which neifbl:!f nominates nox sponsors them and are therefore 
not responsible to it for their political behavIour. They are 
independent candidates sponsored by the state. 

This kind of situation, Prof. Wiredu analogizes, is akin 
to that in which a person belongs to some religious organiza­
tion or professional association and stands for election into 
parl iament not as a nominee of any of these but as an inde­
pendent candidate who, if and when elected, is capable of 
making the views of 6uch an organiza tion or association 
known to parliament .in a .debate seeking to make some law 
that affects the former. Such a candidate is completely inde­
pendent of his organization or association so far as his na­
tional duties as a parliamentarian are concerned. 

This, Prof. Wiredu holds, is not incompatible with alle­
giance to such organi7..ation or association. Wh.ich ~ is t rue. 
You may have a Progress Party of the Busia type but such a 
party would merely be like the Presbyterian Church, tbe­
members of which cou ld stand eiec' ions but wouJd nOI 
be responsible to the party for their parliamentary beha­
viour - they not hemg nominated and or sponsored by it. 

No Party Nomination 

If one asKS Prof. Wiredu about the political programme 
or politics of such indepedent candidates one is told that 
the latter. belonging to political parties o r associations which 
haiVe t-heir own policies, would advocate such policies. 

Summing up Prof. Wiredu's notion of a nalional govern­
ment we may say that it is one in which political parties and 
associations of the nature of the Natonal Alliance of Li­
berals and the Legon Society on National Affairs form the 
basic ui1its; in which individuals belonging to such political 
panies or associations shall stand for elections, indepen­
dently of the parties which shall not nominate candidates, 
who are sponsored by' the state but shall nevertheless advc­
cate the policies of their parties; in which constituency re­
presentatives belonging to different political parties form 
the government to pursue stated national goals; in which, 
therefore, no single party shall form the government to the 
exclusion of all others. This is what we should like to call a 
non-parties·nominated national government or NOP.ANO­
NATIGOV. 

It appears to us that there is much originality in this No­
panonatigov notiop which should recommend itself to any 
society in which there arc no serious fundamental disagree­
ments regarding the basic assumptions of the socio-economic 
system. That is to say that Prof. Wiredu's arrangement 
corresponds to that stage of historica l development where 
classes are on the eve of their own disape~rance and-the 
institutional stale has almost withered away. For, there, 
you have almost all individuals within the body polity sha ring 
fundamental common interesLS but who disagree ol'tly about 
the secondary question of how best to realize such interests. 
It is in such a society that one can"have stated national goals 

which all sections of it would naturally, that is, freely, 
instinctlvely, pursue. Such goals or what Prof. Wiredu also 
calls "the Common Good" would never be contradictory: 
you would not have workers demanding wage increments 
whilst. emple-yeTS, the bourgeoisie, demand decreases or a 
freezing of wages. 

But, you know, our present society manifests generously 
this latter contradictory situation. Thus in loday's class­
wretched-Ghana the idea of "the Common Good" has no 
reference since what is "the ComlJlon Good" of all wage 
earners is "the Common Hatred" of the wage payers, the 
bourgeoisie, that is, tbe employers. But the whole of Prof. 
Wiredu's system is founded on this irreferential category 

and therefore crumbles with the disintegration of that cate. 
gory. This mcans that what political organization best 
corresponds to our present historical condition must reflect 
the conflicting interests within the society - and that organi ­
zation is party politics. 

For The Record 
BELOW is the fulllext of the Head of Slale's 

speech on radio (lnd television on the declaration of 
a Slate of E~nergency, November 6, 1978. 
Fellow Countrymen 

I have come to the studio tonight to speak to you about 
certain dangerous happenings on the national labour front 
whicj1 are posing a serious threat to the nation's social. 
economic and political stabi lity. My intention also is to 
quaint you you with the c~nseq uences and implications 
which th is grave labour situation bears for the entire peo­
ple of lhis country. 

Countrymen, yOll would recall that in my broadcast 
to the nation as Chairman of the re.:::onstitu ted Supreme 
Militar~' Cou ncil on J uly 10, 1978, I la id bare before VOTI all 
the essential fea,tures of the type of economic polioy 
and "strateg~' tha t tbe Government intend~d to ajopl and 
the reasons wh ich have compelled llS to s~k to g) in 
tbat d irection. SpecificalJy, T did stress the point that the 
greatest challenge facing OUf country today was that ppsed 
by the high rate of inflation. 

Countrymen, no state under the sun can effortlessly sur­
vive the affliction of such viciolls and cripplin g: e;;onomic 
and monetary adversity. It stands to reason (her~fore that 
some very deeisiv¢ anti pOiiitive steps h1d tD be taken to halt 
and reverse this negative trend once and fol' all. 

l t is in the light of all [his that we have had to adopt 
radical a nd austere measures wbich are bound to hurl all 
of liS and which would further place upon all o f us without 
exception the mora l obi igalion to make considerable sacri­
fices aU round and to endure a certain amount of hardship 
in anticipiHion of a better tomorrow. 

1n embarking upon all these e:::onomic reform me3S!lreS, 
we were no t thinking of ourselv.::g ::IS a Government, let 
alone seeking to court glory or praise for ourselves. We 
were more mindful abo ut tomorrow, about the successor 
political administration when we have left the scene and 
we were indeed motiv.:lted solely by the supreme interest of 
the nation. 

Regrettably, however. recent events on the labour front 
have shown that amongst o,!r population today, there are 
some who a re determined to prove through means which 
are at once crude, foul, vio lent and criminal, that they are 
such a special breed or class of Ghanaians who should not 
be counted upon to suITer with aU of us in o rder to gain 
the benefits to be ult imately and surely derived from the 
economic reform measures which w..e have set ourselves. 

I am of course referring to' thos~ involved in the wave of 
strikes which have threatened the peace and stability of this 
country for some time now, and the hoarding and profileer­
iog activities of some commercial houses and retaI lers, the 
activities of smugglers and imponers and some trade mal­
practices. 

In the recent past the industrial calm of this country baa 
been threatened by not less than 80 strikes and Joclc.ouLs 
involvingsover 70,000 workers of various sectors leading to 
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the loss of several millions of cedis and more disturbingly. 
loss to life and property. 

I t is noted that not only unionized labour arc engaged 
in this onslaught on the industria l peace of the country but 
also non-unionized labour such as the Association of Civil 
Servants of Ghana and even Management personnel such 
as the Engineers of the Electrici~y Corporation who plunged 
Accra into a state of darkness from about mid-day on 
Friday. 3rd No~embcr till late ~vening the next day. 

What is particularly distressing abo\lt all th~se strike 
actions is the fact that everyone of the individual groups 
involved decided to ignore the statutory and administrative 
procedures la id down for dealing with workers' grievances 
and treat with unjustifiable contempt conciliatory moves 
which had actually been initiated in rcspons~ to the de­
n;tands and claims made by them. 

I t is important to note that Government has never dis· 
\urbed any of the arrangements which have been agreed 
between work£rS and Management for processing workers 
demands, claims and grievances. 

On the contrary, Governmmt recognizes the necessity 
for instituting the .. e arrangements and has at aU times 
sought to obsarvc and protect tbe status quo against abuse. 

Unionized workers are fully aware that in terms of 
their collective agreements, whieh represent formal con­
tracts of employment between them and their employers, 
the appropriate forum for the determination of their claims 
and demands is the standing negotiating Committees exist­
ing within their various establishments. 

_ Where agreement could not be reached on any issues by 
the standing Ne"gotiating Conuniuee, the parties to tbe 
dispute wou ld then mutually decide to approach the Com­
missioner responsible for Labour to appoint a sole con- . 
ciJiator to go inlo the matter. If there is ~till no settlement, 
the Industrial Relations Act makes al10wance for an ad­
ditional Conci liator to be appointed by the Labour Com-

. . 1 
miSSioner. 

In situations where aU these steps have not produced 
the desired results, the Labour Commissioner can refer 
the matter finaily to an Arbitrator whose find:ngs would 
be binding on Ihe pa rties involved, according to the terms 
of the I nd~trial Relations Act. With respect to non-unioni­
zed labour slm:t:1.f arrangements exist. 

If the issues that were s'.lpposed to have occasioned all 
these strikes had been allowed to go through the full test 
of the mandatory or relevant procedures, it is highly in­
conceivable that it would have become necessary 10 stage 
any ')trikes at all. 

It was al5:) often the case that in staging some of these 
strikes, the individ,ual groups of workers did nOI care v( ry 
much abQut wh"ltever coneiI:atory steps their national 
union leadership or the Congress it>elf were I?ursuing on 
their behalf, through ne normal channe.1s. As if in a 
stampede these workers just decided, group after group, 
to set aside the Jaw, the ethics and all the known requil::c­
ments of normal industrial relations and to lay down thejr 
tools. 

Bul if laying down tools or withdrawing services was all 
that these workers set ou1 to do, perhaps our concern would 
have been less. The fact of the matter however is that some 
oC these workers were bent on doing a lot ruore than merely 
going onstnke. They wantonly damaged and destroyed.their 
employers' property; they tampered with sensitive instal­
lations and employed their technical skills to sabotage the 

~leans for restoring services. 

The leaders of these various group~ of st rikers, with what...:.. 
ever i ntepti~n~, went undcr~rou.nd aod foilcd to come out 
from thclr hldmg places to Sit With Management to go into 
their claims and demands. Tbey fi.nally surfaced for dia logue 
only after satisfying themselves that the predetermined 
effects of their diapo·lical schemes had started to tellvisibly 
and 5~vere ly on their innocent fellow citizens. 

All the foregoing obs!)rvations apply in varying respects 
to the strike actions .of the Civil Aviation Engineers, 
the Breweries workers. Ghaip and the Engineers I of the 
Electricity Corporation. 

Countrymen, the question which tbe Government is 
ask ing itself and which all patriotic Ghanaians ShOl11d be 
askin~ themselves now is whether in normal Labour/Mana­
gement relations we should expect to be dealing with 
dis::.iplined wbrkers legitimately pursuing their demands 
through the appropriate machinery or whether we shou ld 
automatically expect a confrontation with misguided 
gangs of saboteurs. subversionisls, and obstructionists. 

Government is disappointed by this misuse of the strike 
weapon by workers to seck r~dress for their grievan-:e<;. We 
see in Ihis w·anton show of strength by the striking worKer;. 
particularly in the acco'llplnying acts of slbotage and 
destruction, a deliberate and co-ord inated design to dis­
regard the economic realiti es or' our pres;:nt day national 
lif<:, and to wreck lhe very foundations of the new economic 
reform measures we have initiated. 

We have no illusions whatsoever that tbese workers 
are out to disturb the peace and stability of the state · and 
and I wish to take this oPPQrtunity to assure the entire 
nation that the Government is firmly resolved to protect 
the interest of the nation. 

Countrymen, Government has displayed considerable 
m:xibility and !orbear:aoce by graoting a fairly sizeable 
package of concessions to workers in spite of the prohibitive 
pressureS that arc currently plaguing the e:onomy and re­
gardless also of the difficult ies which such ,gesture could 
place in the way of the realization of the development 
cootent of the budget. 

Typical among the relief concessions made to the 
workers is the tax waiver on bonus, rent allowance, night 
.duty allowance and severance pay. 

As [ have earlier on stated in this adjres:;, the G.)vernm~nt·s 
expectations of reciprocal co-operation, rest~aint and under­
standing on the part of the workers have been betrayed. 
In all this welter of labou r unrest, the indications are that 
the' plight of the w( rkers is teins exploited ' by asp:ring 
self s'!eking pol t c:ans, foreign agents and agsr;e\ ed busi­
nessmen who fear poss':ble exposure by current probes, 
and some disgruntled elements iq lab.:>ur and manage.:nent 
leadership. 

Countrymen, in spite of tbe fact tnat we are still in a mili­
tary regime, my Government has endeavoured tol be very 
liberal and accommodating in all our actions. We have now 
reached a stage in our n9.1ional life when it has b-."COme 
expedient for the reconstituted Supreme Military Council 
to adjust its attitude in keeping with tHe ci(.:urnstances 
which the current events demand. 

We have therefore resolved ta invo!<e aJi the measures 
which go with lhe de:laration of a state of emergency w;th 
immediate effect and to lead tbis nation in tbat spirit. I would 
like ta assure the natian that we shall return tbat to nor­
malcy as the situation improves. 



Page i42 THE LEGON OBSERVER lOth November. 1978 

Accordingly. the Government has firmly decided as 
follows: 

(a) The main objectives of the 1978/79 Budget shall not 
be sacrificed. The current budgetary deficit in the regioR 
of ~800 million already aggravated by the additional 
pressure of €lOO m:Uion resulting from the new relief con­
cessions granted to iabour shall not be pusbed beyond 
the limit that the economy can possibly bear. 

(b) AU the economic reform measures initiated by 
Government to sustain the objectives of the budget shall 
be pursued to the letter and any attempts detected 
to be aimed at sabotaging the Government's efforts in this 
direction shall be dealt with promptly and severely. 

(c) The resort to pressure, blackmail, strike action, and 
damage or tampering with Employer's property or instal~ 
lations by workers to secure redress outside the framework 
of nonnal procedure shall be regarded as criminal acts 
against the security of the State and dealt with in accordance 
with the relevant laws of the country. ' 

(d) An investigation is to be mounted immediately by 
Government into the et~tent of damage reported to have 
been caused to property and installations by strikihg workers 
of Electricity Corporation of Ghana and appropriate steps 
taken to recover the costs involved in repairing the assessed 
damage from the workers concerned. 10 addition, disci­
plinary action should promptly be instituted against 
particular individual workers identified as being responsible 
for the damage caused to property or installations. For the 
public and private sectors, respectively, the responsible 
Commissioners and the Ghana Employers Asrociatioo are 
to ensure these measures are instituted promptly and 
earnestly. 

(e) All public and civil servants who would not have 
gone back to work by 8.00 a.m. tomorrow should consider 
themselves dismissed. 

Countrymen, in closing my address I wish to appeal to 
you aU to remain calm and law abiding and to go about 
your nonnal vocations in the assurance that Government 
will taRe all possible steps to protect life and preperty. 
Good night. 

Book Review 
THE HEALERS 

By 

Ayi Kwei Armah 

East African P~blishj~g . House, Nairobi, 1978, 
377 pp., 25 shilllOgs, paperback. 

Reviewed by 

Jawa Apronti 

Ayi Kwei Annah is not acknowledged as one of the most 
important craftsmen in the realm of modern fiction. His 
first novel raised a controversy that has not subsided in the 
ten years since it appeared, and be has followed up with 
three others which also received much critical acclaim. In 
his pen;onallife, however he has struck observers as a some­
what camera-shy recluse, a "reputation" which gave birth 
to some wild statements about his person, notably by the 
American crilic Charles Larson, in reply to whose specula­
tive exaggerations Ayi Kwei Armab produced his now 

well-known piece titled "Larsony' (see Asemka VoL 4, 
Cape Coast; First World Vol. 1. No. 2. USA, PositiYe 
Review No. I, Ibadan). 

What, we may ask, has he been doing in the area of 
fiction since Two Thousand S~asons appeared in J9741 
The last page of his fifth novel indicates that, in fact, he 
had completed The Healers in Dar es Salaam at the end 
of 1975. In short, far from being an "exile", he was on 
African soil, researching the fall of Kumasi to the forces 
of Sir Garnet Wolseley and producing a monumental novel 
of intricate structure to commemorate the centenary of 
that important tragic event that heralded the loss of our 
territory to European colonialism. Now, at last, The 
Healers has appeared, 

It has more than passing historical significance. Besides 
commemorating the centenary mentioned above, The 
Healers (note the symbolic meaning of the title) carries 

, forward Ayi Kwie's fictional analysis of the reasons for 
our continental subjugation. It has a broad canvas, stret­
ching from the central and eastern littoral of present-day 
Ghana into the forest zone of Asante. At the same time, 
the novelist localizes the action through the clear juxta­
pos:tion of two indigenous forces - Inspirers and Mani­
pulators. 

Inspirers are those who seek to utilize their individual 
potential for the good of the majority of society. Like the 
healers of the title, they seek to awaken a people who havCl 
slept too long. Manipulators, on the other hand, are oppor­
tunistic schemers for power, ambitious men who use every 
trick they can marshal to gain oontrol over their fellow men 
so as to attain the self-aggrandisement at their glutto­
nous hearts yearn for. The applicability of Ihis bi-focal 
cltcgorisation to our current African reality must be obvious 
to the careful reader. 

Structurally, the novel is reminiscent of authentic folklore 
tradition. h is divided into seven parts, each of which is 
sub-divided into six se:ctions. The narrative can therefore 
be viewed as being "told" in seven weekly cycles, with a 
day of rest in each week. The atmosphere of a spoken nar· 
rative is clearly underlined on the second page by the in­
vocative of the "tongue" of the story-teller, des:endant 
of masters in the art of eloquence", As early as 
this, the tragedy of unwarranted suspicion of murder hang­
ing over the head of the hero, 2Q..year old Densu, is also 
adumbrated. Of this, more later, after a dcscripwon of the 
argument of the Dovel. 

As was the case in earlier Armah novels, the protagonist 
is marginaPsed. When solitary margimilisation proved in­
effectual in The Beautyful Ones, and Fragments, Armah 
turned in his third fourth and fifth novels to co-oporative 
marginalisation. The "Saviours' of society are compelled 
to distance themselves from the canker-wonn eating into 
the fabric of society so as, from the outside, to concoct the 
drug compounded of abstinence, meditation and se:lflessness 
which alone will purge the society of the plague of mani· 
pula tors. In The Healers, Densu casts in his lot with the 
reclusive healer Damfo who has withdrawn from normal 
society into the forests to pursue his vocation of healing, 
away from the defilement, threachery and worJdlincs. of 
competitors for political power such as Ababio. But he is 
in touch with society, or many others flee to bim in discn· 
chanement at the class emptiness of the models set by con­
temporary princely authority. That Damfo is no mere 
,hearis is proved by his singular role later in preparing: 
the Asante army for their final combat with the invading 
British forces. The maFginal man has shed the inactivity 



-of t-the ~ Teacher in ~utyfuJ... ODes~ I- '., .. :' ".j) ~" 

:1f AYi Kwei!s mode1' is tHe bealeJ"S..,!tb'at model also carr~.cs:.' 

with it an unfortunate and redundant air of mystification. 
In, the early cQ.a~telt wben w!? are treated to a ~escdption 

·on~ games that accof!lpa?y ~he !comi9& of fl.ge of. J?en~u'~­
age gro,up, . the nov.elist car:efuJly delipeates ·h is hero ,.as one .. 
wh,o ~-;hews 1?Oint~s,cqm'petition/aggre§Sipn . . An at hlete 
p~t:. ex.cell,ence, lhe , refu~'!S .to ol;l.trun"his a~~-m .. tes merely _ 
so asAo -fl tract public acclaim. Ano. later~~in~the ~ctua\y 

or th~ ~lear"waters oi th..crlocal ,~ver. he ~n~~bjs C9flll?aQi~n 
A,nan dive fo.r ex.tended .. pcri04s, an<! Ihs:-y (like the ? Id !ady ~ 
~anaJn ~~nts) ~re able,to SEE-Y'Llh their ~r~_ ctlo~. 
This ·kind of irn~geJ: remin.is-;~~ thpu~hjt is ~f t~c spir,it.ua-.. 
lity ot Herman Hesse's Sidilarta, ten94.,t9 ~~t.he m,ain I 
cha?c~r wit.h: ,"s!;!~rna.tural , POS~~f w?i~,b' r:.,,,ot~e~i~e 
dOeS not ~eed. Althou;8h De~u Is~ the pr~or .. ?n -whlch ,the 
narrative ,-evolves, at norte of the climattericpoints of the 
story does Densu need anything more thaI:)., his. buman 
capa9ity for altruism, devotion and integrity to solve the 
problems that confront him. Indeed, these supernatural 
attributes are no sooner mentioned than they are dropped. 
Pity that the author devotes so much descriptive power to 
those underwater scenes. 

Ayi Kwei Armah gives much evidence of being richly 
endowed with descriptive power. 1n Part 11, Densu 's a~e 
mate Prince Appia is discovered murdered. The novelist 
makes the scene live by the sheer force of his detailed des­
cription of the treacherous wound,; inflicted on the deceased. 
Ambitious Ababio, who has previously failed to fill Oensu 
with a cupidity for the throne, manages to direct socicty's 
suspicion to the innocent Densu. And yet, at the burial 
of Prince Appia, aU onlookers are witnes.<;~ to Ababio's 
farcical "offer' to te buried al ive with his l,eloved deceased . 
Tf the nimblcness of his limbs had failed him by just .a few 
seconds. his "wish" would have been granted. The descrip­
tion of ho'w his bluff is called is indeed 'memorable. 

Equally memorable is the description of the Asante pre­
parations for the decisive battle against the forces of Sir 
Gamet Wolseley. Indeed, the breadth of the canvas, the 
evocativeness of the des-;ription of the actual battle. the 
technical plausibility of the action all confirm the favourable 
impression one gathered of Ayi Kwci's description of a 
battle at sea in Two 1'boRsand Seasons.. 

Annah has been criticised for projecting too pessimistic 
an out look on life in his earliest novels. By the time his 
fourth novel Two Thousand Seasons appeared in ' ''.,.. it 
became clear that he was not without positi ' e solutions. 
This impression is confirmed in The H.ruers where \I, ... ~", .. I1-

ce between Densu and his mentor Damfo underlines the 
nove)ist's positive (if not optimistic) vision. These two are 
invested with pbYSlcal and psych010gical attributes of a high 
orikr. Their integnty, is their principal quality, -,an integrity .... 
to wfi~hl'~h~ du~~cif~, o(~.nipJtat?"rs~s~~ as At5ab!Q:ani 

B~ntuJ ~t;e_,:a. .FOIl,; , ". '..,,,,, '"0 _ ' 

Thanks .to thc.~.cy of lhescJ~pir.ers. ,th~ novel is able 
tO,close on a;multi...ethri£ cel~br.ltion at ,Ca~ '"JCoast ~cb "­
as Wolseley sai,1s away, and ~ healers. note )\lith satisfac~ion 
the positive, unity th!il,t has bc:en acJ:oieved alll-C!:ng tho various ... 
indige1"lo~ "Pt9pl~ "" unjty that was possible only tbroygh 
th~ di.scomfitw:.e ~f tl?e ma~ipulatp~r;s.. 

The texture of the novel is furtbet enriched. by several 
subplotS, for:. insta'nce- the idyllic love story of Dei1su and 
Damfo's daughter Ajoa; .o'l' the bacchanaJjan-scenes in Cape 
Coast when:. the ~hiefs of the locality gathe!" for a palaver ! 

in .FaT.t 1 V4 There "is a subtle hint that the drunken stupor of 
more than 9~ ctiief{in.lhis scene' mus .. l:Ie a retlecrion of the 

,.. '.t 

~: l . · _ TQ - OUR CONIJUBUTOJJ,S Q,' ,n 11·1"~ v j 

" !fbC £egoa-10bservtr 'is a fo'r1.i1iJ. fot PQbliC-d.isca:: 
:''''ssiOD<.of Views >and issueS. ·All in~restirfJ andl mir1~ ' J 

lating, contritJ"uliolli' larc .~eIComefllbof li QteDdinl~_ ib 

:-rooo,trib!1tors ~0U!4.iobs:er.ve : th~.f(\ll9l'4ne .. !¥~,~ · t':l) 
i.,' (a) ,. Al! oorrespon,dence m.t.¥t .1~f§uPPlied,)~m !> 
',' , there&) ~me and fuII~~o!, tho writer ): ,f 

even jf those are oot .~! for P\lblisatioo.. _ 
Letters with incomplete ,adclreua .&hall 
~ot be pubihbed. ~ J 

(') CoAtributions in~ode(L/or pub~tiOB 
must, as far as ~bJe. be typewhtteoJ! 
40uble-~pa~ a,~d :su~iW~t!d- io dup~tc'~ _I 

mclu . . It ia our .' 
J?Olicy ·6t Jbti&~ 
already itI~ we !:,' .~ 

have 50: ' '!'::" 

(c) Articles should nomlally not ex~ four ,':'" ~ 
pales foolscap or five P~gJ:§ qllMJol·~.o"'ub~~ 
lP,,:ced and with a: generous m2llJin. Sbort 
letters have a bet~eLchaoce ~Of beiD, 'puo­
lisIied. UndtT no- ~rcumstances will' anony. 
IlIOUS -' letten be eoieita.iii~ . ::n 

We trust our con:esP9ndenti will ' eo-. 
eperate ~ith' ~ iQ t~, m;ftet~ r. < A. ~~:' 

All correspOndence intended (or' P.u¥ ' 
lic:ation &bouJd be adcJ.rt:i;iCd (0 : ~';.a. \'J J 

Tho Eaitoc '" ~. ,r' I~, 

The LegOD Obser¥er. 
P. OJ'Box 11. 1.eahD. 

ColTCSpOadenoe conceminl'subsciiptiens, ·adYc:r­
t:isina. etc. ahouJd be addressed to .,~, 

'the l.qon ObServer lfiniDess MiDa&er. 
c/o Uberty p ..... 
P. O. Box \957, Accra. 

0~u .. ~ , 
ADVEflVSE 
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