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l?~)E~AC E. 
~ HE{feHfowiflg Anfwer to tha_ .l Treatife, l!:ntituled, l ntereft of 

Mone} miftaken, I wrote long 
before the !aft SeffiGn . of Parliament, 
that began, the 19th of Oc1ober 1669_ 
but fore-feeing that that Seffion might 
btlcngaged in grClater Debates of ano­
ther Nature, and in confequence not 
have leifure to cOnfider this SubjeB:, I 
deferred the Printing of it, fi nce which 
I have feen another freatife, wrote by 
Thomas Manly, Gentleman, endeavour­
ing to prove, That it will be for the Ad­
vantage of this Kingdom, to continue 
the Intereft of 1110mJ at 6 per ewt, but 
after feveral Perufals Of his Treatifc, I 
mufr needs fay, that either I underfrand 
nothing of this fub j<X..9:, er elfe this Gen­
tleman is the greaten Stranger to it rbt 

A z e'er 
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ever' u,ndertook to Difcourfe it, he h?-_­
,ving writ much, but in my Opinion 
nothing to the purpofy, more than was 
m.llch better ( though brieflier) faid by 
the Author orthe fore-mentioned Trea­
tife, out of which moft of t;~, f~ms to 
be borrowed, tho,o~~ the,tM.-~}re 

'varied, with fome addi ~ds of Inter­
rogations, ExpofttJarions? Similies and 
Circumlocutions. '-

BeGdes, the Gentleman taking up 
things at random, and for want , of a 
clue underftanding of the Matter, is' 
very unfortunate in his Inftanc~30f 
1'4[1, viz. . 

I n his Preface, about the middle, qis 
V/orels are, Has Abatement of V["7), or 
fome other {ublime Policy, obliged the 
French of late to fet "pon Trade and Ma­
wrifac7f1rts? And then he affirms, that I 
oare not touch on that Sering, in regard 
that Nation hath not for many Years 
altered Intere!1from 7 perCent. 

T o his Interrogation I anfwer po~­
tivcly, That the Abatement of Ulury 
hath done it ; and if you will not be­

lieve 
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lieve me, read the French EdiB:s them­
felves, and they will tell you fo; an 
AbftraB: of one wherepf 1 have recited' 
in the following Treatife. 

To his Atnrmation, that I dare not 
!o)lC~>l1~ft~is SEYW£;; .1 fay, I. dare do 
It; ~n(] put {9.~~bute Iffue upon tIm) 
for the Fremh In Faa have brought 
down the Ufe of Money. under 6 per 
Cent, and that to S per Cent lately; as 
I have been credibly informed, and do 
believ~; and if they had omi«ted this, 
all their bufiings in ,other things would 
fignifie very little in Conclufl-On. 

The Sweeds likewife fince they Efta­
b1iihed their Council of Trade, and fet 
themfelves to the conflderation of ma­
king themfelves confierabJe by Trade, 
have reduced ~heirIntereft from 10 to 
6 per Cent .. 

His following Words are, Do Ita Iy 
and Holltmd GIve their Trade and Riches 
to the lorvnefs of Vlltr], or to their innate 
Frl/!,alit}, wonderful InduJlrJ, and (ldmi. 
table Arts, &c. 

I an[wer, Low Intertft is the Natural 
A ~ ~other 
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Mother of Frugality Induftry and Arts, 
which I hope the Gentleman's Eyes will 
be open enough to fee by that time he 
hath read alittle further, and,conGdered 
twoor three Years longer. y, . 

But itmay bef(~o~,~w 
Intereft be the natura~~tfner of Fru­
gality, when if tbis GentYeman be to 
be believed, Abatement of our Vfl-Momy 
brought in our Drinking: Which he does 
not only fay, but prove as he thil'lks by 
an ioilant:e of Faa; for he fays, we 
now fpend ufually twenty Thoqfand 
Tuns of French Wine, ( and he believes 

. that a far greater quantity is yearly Im.­
ported) and that the Computation of 
spanijh, Rhenifb and Levant Wines fat: 
exceeds the former, fo that by his cal:­
,culate, and as he fays, grounded upon 
a very good Authority, vi;'. ' a Report 
to the Houfe of Commons, it ihould [eem 
~hat·there is about the Qyantity of forty 
five Thoufand Tuns of Wine of all forts 
Importtd annuaIIy into England. 

But if it iliall appeal" in Faa that be: 
fore the laft abatement ofIntereft from 

J ~ t(J 
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8 to 6per Cent,we did ufuallyiinport near 
twice the Qi!antity Qi Wines annualJ y 
we now do, and that: now in all forts of 
Wines we do not Import above the 
quantitY,~'fenty thoufand Tuns yeal" 
Iy; thep ~lh~ wi!J.b.~come of his Jarge 
Structure, b~~"upon a Sandy Founda­
tion? 

J{eder, this is the Cafe, and the mat­
ter ofFae! truly recited by me, (which 
many.of the Honourable Memhers of the 
Houfe of Commons well know) and 
mift?!ken by him; from whence I might 
with much more rea[on infer, that the 
Abatement of Intereft. drove out our 
Dril1kingCfo pro tanto it did) but I know 
there were likewife other Caufes for it, 
efpecially the Additional. Duties, tha~ 
from time to time have been laid upon 
Wines. 

But before I part with the G6ntlema;f, 
on this point, I mufi note to him ano­
ther Monfirous mifiake in Faa, or at 
Icaft in his lnferem:e, viz. he fays, that 
twenty thoufand Tuns of French Wines 
~t ~ Shit. 8 pence fer Gallon amounts to 

6400°9 
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640000 I. and concludes ( if I under~ 
ftand him) that-fo much is loft to Eng­
land; whereas, were the Matter of Fact 
as he fuppofeth, which it is not fo in any' 
meafure, this inference would be ftrang-: 
Iy erroneous; for by the eXR~ of fum 
quantity we can i:~aIlr loofe 0111y 
the firft coft, which is ffiitJabout 6 or 7 
Pound per Tun, and that amounts to 
but 120000 I. or 140000 l. at the ut­
moft all the reft being Freight, Cuftom, 
and Charges paid to the l(jng, and our 
own Country-men, and confequently 
not loft to England. . ~--- . 

To conclude this Head, I do agree 
fully with the Gentleman, tI;at Luxury 
and Prodigality are as well prejudicial to 
}(,ingdoms as to Private.Families; and 
that the expenee of ForeIgn Commodi­
ties, efpeciaI1y foreign Manufaaures, is 
the worft c}t;pence a Nation can be incIi. 
nable to, and ought to be prevented as 
much as pomble, but tfiat nothing hath 
or will incline this or any other Nation 
more to Thriftineis and -geod HusbalJ­
pry, th9.11 Abilte!Uent of Intereft, I 

. t.bink 
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think I have pwved in the following 
Djfcourfe, an~ that ~herefore all that 
this Gentleman hath faid about Luxury, 
&c. is againft himfelf, and for leiTening 
. oHnterf·ft . . 

Tne(1entlema;: at the 'beginning of 
his Prefac~ .faith, He wiD not inquire in­
to the 18.111fulnefs of IntereJ!, but [eave th~ 
[crupulou! to the Jeveral DifcourJes made 
publi'k on that fobjeC1. For my part I 
iliall agree with him in that likewife ; 
and to the intent that what hath been 
m;;t"de publicl{ formerly may the better 
be known, I would intreat thofe that 
would be throughly fatisfied therein, di­
ligently to perufe an excellent Treatife 
Entituled, The Eflgli[b Vfflr, or Vfury 
condemned, being a Colltmon of the Opini­
ons of many of the Learned Fat/;~rs of the 
Church of England, and other DivineY, 
Printed at London, AnlJo 1634, and now 
about to be rep~inted. 

But upon this occafion I ihall humbly 
prefume to fay, that if by the follow­
iog Difcourfes it ihall appear, that the 
lntereft of England being higher then 

that 
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that of our Neighbour Country, it 
doth render our Lands (our common 
Mother) of vile and bafe efteem'; doth 
prevent the cultivation and improv<:;­
ment of our Country, as othe~w..:.fe it 
might and would be impr,!ved; cloth 
hinder 'the growth of Traae!and im­
ployment and increafe of the Hands of 
our Country; doth <mcourage Idlene[s 
and Luxury, and difcourage Navigati­
on, Indufrry, Arts and Invention; then 
I make no quefrion, but the taking.of 
fuch an Intereft as exceeds the Meafure 
of our Neighbours, is ~alum in fe, by 
the light of Nature, and confequently 
a Sin, although God had never exprefly 
forbid it. ' . 
. But the Vforer may fay, fuppofe the 

Borrower makes 12 per w# of my Mo­
ney, is it a Sin in me to take 6 pcr cent 
of him? I anf wei", between them two 
there may be 'no commutative Injuftice, 
according to my weak Judgment, 
while each retains a mutual Benefit, the 
Vfurer for his Money, the Borrower for 
his Induftry; but in the mean time if 

the 
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the Rate given and taken exceed the 
Rate of our Neigh,bour Nations, tbel-e 
fatal National Evil Confequences will 
en[ue to our eommon Country by fuch 
a Practice, which therefore I conclude 
to-be 9@alum in fe: And peradven­
ture therefore the Wifdom of God AI,. 
mighty did prohibitc the Yen)s from len­
ding upon U[e one to another, but al­
lowed them to lend to Strangers for the 
Enriching of their own Nation, and 
Improvement of their own Teritory, 
and for the Impoverifhing of others, 
thofe to whom they were permitted to 
lend, being {ueh only whom they were 
commanded to deft roy , or at leafl: to 
keep Poor and Miferable, as the Gibe­
onites, &c. Hewers of 'vV ood, and Dra w ... 
ers of Water. 

I purpofe to do the Gentleman that 
tight as not ~o omit taking notice of 
any thing he hath of novelty in relation 
to the prefent Controverfie, whether it 
be material or 110; 'and in order there­
unto, the next thing I obferve new in 
his Treatifc, is, Pdg. 9. it is, faith he, 

Dc~r· 
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DearmJ of Wages. that !poils the Englilh 
Trade, lind abafts olJr Lands, not VfurJ ; 
and therefore he propounds the making 
a Law to retrench the Hire of Poor Mens 
Labour (an hone{f charitabli Projea, Ana 
well becomin~ a Ufurer) the Anfwer to 
this is eafie. 

1ft, I affirm, and can prove he is mi. 
fi:,aken in faa, for the Dutch with whom, 
we principally contend in Trade, give 
generally more Wages to all their Ma­
nu{aaurers by at leaft two pence in'i:he , 
Shilling, than the Englifh. . 

'1. d1y, Where ever Wages are high uni­
ver[ally throughout the whole World, it 
is an infallible evideuce of the Riches of 
that (:ountry: And where-ever Wages -
fo r La bour runs low, it is a proof of the 
Poverty of tJ1at place. . 

~dly, It is multitl,ldesof People, and 
good Laws, fuch as caufe an encrea[e 
of People, which princIpally Enrich 
any Country; and if we retrench by 
Law the Labour of our People, we 
drive them from us to other Countries' 
that give b~tter Rate5, and fo the 

Dutch 
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Dutch have drain<ld 'us of our Sea-men 
and Woollen Manttjaflures; and yfie, the 
French of their Artijcers and Silk-Manu­
fafl(trers, and of many more we fhou!d 
if our Laws otherwife gave them fitting 
Encouragement, whereof more in due 
place. 

4fhJy~ If any particular Trades exaB: 
more here than in Holland, they are on­
ly [uch as do it by venue of Incor­
porations, Priviledges and Charters. 
wh~reof the Cure is eaGe by an Au 

~ of Naturalization, and without Com­
pulfitory Laws. 

It is true, our great Great· Grand-Fa­
thers did exercife fuch a Policy of en­
deavouring to retrench of the Price of 

. Labour by a Law (altho' they could 
never effeS: it) but that was before 
Trade was introduced into this/(ingdQm; 
we are lince, with the ref!: of the Tra­
ding \Vorld, grown wifer in this Mat­
ter, and I hope !hall fo continue. 

The next new Objettion the Gentle­
man hath is Page 13. If we abate IntertJl 
(faid he) will not the Hollander take the 

f11lie 
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fame comje, while we, like Children, Wink, 
and think no body rees us. 

Yes, certainly the Dutch will take 
the fame courfe, except they leave their 
old wont, for we never yet Abated our 
IntereJ1, Dut they fooo Abated theirs; 
but what if they do ? We baving 
brought our Intereft to 4 p~r cent, iliall 
ha ve them againft a Wall, we know 
the length of their Tedder, they caonot 
run much farther from us, to that if we 
'Nink, it is not like Children, as \>the 
Gentleman fuppofeth, but if we take 
his Advice, we iliall Wink like Children, 
while other Ntttions ftrike us by Abat.ing 
their Intereft. . 

2. If we cannot. gain all we would of 
them prefently., we !hall gain the more 
from other parts of the Wodd, that 
cannot fuddenly Abate their Intereft t6 
any Proportion With ours. 

:5. Why {hall we abfolutely conclude 
that other Nations will do it? May we 
not think that tome Parts or People in 
th ~ World, may be as un-fore.feeing as 
this Gentleman pretends to be, and not 

know"' 
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know it is for their A~vantageto lower 
their Intereft, tbough we know it to 
be ours? 

4. Why may we not think that Cor­
ruption; Avarice and 7.J[urm, may be 
fo prevalent in fome Parts of the World, 
or to obftruB: fo Good and National a 
Work as this? 

I omit feveral other Errors in Faa 
that the Gentleman is guilty of in the 
courfe of his Writing, and muft needs 
be fp, having taken up his Notions (for 

_j want of Experience) upon 'truft from 
others, who perhaps undedland as little 
as himfelf, viz. Page 16. he faith, Our 
"'tnt into Spain And Portugal is greatly 
lejJened, and confequently he reckons 
them two Trades, among others loft ic 
whole or in part; fo great a miftake, 
that I dare affirm, and appeal to the Re­
cord of the Cuflom-Houfe Books, for a 
Judgment in this Cafe, that thofe two 
Trades, as to our native Export:ations, 
are more than treebled within lefs than 
30 Years. 

Page 2 I. he faith, that, [[Wages, &c. 
rvere 
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. rvere' as cheap, and\Vjiiy) ft5 -low with tH 
as in Holfand, yet if our Merchants live 
at fo Heat a rate as now the) do, how is 
it poj]i6!e we jhould thrive on as If'tt~e Gains 
as thoJe who ;pend fa much left, and TraJc -
fo much more t 

I anfwer, There is nothing in the 
World will engage our Merchants to 
Spen¢ lefs and Trade more, than the 
Abatement of Intereft, for the fubduing 
of Intereft will bring in multitudes of 
Traders, as it hath in Holland, to 'filch '1 -
a degree that almoft all their People of \.,.. 
both Sexes ,are Traders, and the many j. 

Traders will neceffitate Merohants to ~ 
Trade for lefs P'rofit, and confeguently' 
be more frugal in their Expences, which 
is the true Reafon why many confide-
fable Merchants are againft the leifen- -)\ 
iog of Intereft, whereof I have faic,l 
fome-wllet more in the following Trea-
tif. 

Page 4+ He Propounds another re­
med y for th~ ad vance of our Trade, and 
the keeping our Coin at home, and en~ 
largeth much upon it in his Appendix; 

which 
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which is to ~ diminijh t. /j intrinfick value 
. of our Coin. . 

If the Gentleman had uoderItood 
Trade half fo well, as he is [aid to do 
j1,lortgages, B@nds and Bills, cert1inly . he 
would not have mentioned this old 
t hreed-bare and explodedProjett,which 

.!-is a 1;rick hath been tried fo often in n Spain, tiil it hath left them more bbck 
Money (as they call it) than white or 

I i yellow, norwithfb.nding their Silver 
·.Mines,i,! Pertt and lYlexico, and that 

eil' Laws make it Death to export 
Gold or Silver •. 

TI1is Conceit I have known three 
~ times experienced likewife in P01'tuga/, 

with in this 24 or 25 years, at Brit the 
,...., piece of 8 Rials went at 400 Ries, after 
.... that was brought to 480, after that to 
• )20. and now to 600 Ries, and yet frill 

we ' bring their Money from them as 
heretofore, and fell oUt' commod ities 
to them for as much Silver as ever. 

Tile reafon is evident; fuppo{e for 
example, a Hat that\\as u[ually fold to 
them for 4 pieces of 8, when the piece 

n of 
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of 8 was at 40~ ~ies, we then fold fuch 
a Ha~ for I 600 Rl~s; when they raifed 
the ~ece iJf eight: 80 .Ries per piece 
more, ,we foid the fame Hat at 2000 

Rics, and {o riling in propotion as they . 
raifed their Coin; the Merchant frill (, 
obferving what the intrinfick value of~ 
thc Money is, not the name'it is caned'" (~ 
by, and fo it would be in EnglaJid, or It 
any part of the W orId, J 

I have now done with all I can find of ~ 
novelty in this Gentlemans Tfuati[e;,",. ii 
to meddle with old and (lale matter~ ~ 
which in other words hath been often g 
faid, ~nd as often an[wered, would be ).1 
but to trouble the Reader with Imperti.. . 
nencies; fo would it likewife to u[e op- "". 
probrious, calumniating Reflections, as -
he doth covertly in a bufl,l1efs of that fe- ;) 
riou[ne[s, weight and publick concern- I 
menr as t1!is is; I underfrand not the 
W o rid [0 little as not to know, tha t he 
tliar will faithfully ferve his Country, 
muf1 be content to pafs through good 
Report and evil Report, neither regard 
I which I meet with,'\tttlti} 1 am fnre 

at 



j ,f/ ., 

The PrR E l{A C E. 
at Inft hltU bitl:Oitat~ it (ell , and be­
found by my Co~tI'lfm(;n. . 

. Yet before I cohdlide thi9 Pre(;jCe, I 
mufl: needs take notice of one tling to 
be wotldred at, viz. That [orne had the 

. Connderlce public1dy to aiTert before the 
ordf, when this Controverfie \-vas de­

.~- bated before tbeir Lordfbips; that when 
Intereft was at 10 pei" cent, Land was 

:\ fold at 20 years Purcba[e; a {hal~ge, 
(Jipt:e~um.E~ous and inc~'edibl~ Al1~rtion 

I )fU$ami<rRecords, agall1ft Exper,ence, 
and againft iRea[on; to which I doubt 

~ not but their Lorcl!!Jips \-\'i11 be abie to 
I give a full confutation ant of their own 
;} Memorials, before this be made pub-

r 
lick. 

And for the R ea[<v!+ of it, will any 
.: Man believe that our Fathers \vere io 

ftupid, as to lay cut thcir Money in 
Land not to fce it again in twenty 

I . Years, wbep at (ingle Intercfl: at ten Per 
emf they nlight double tbelr \:Ioncy in 
10 years, at Interefl: llpon Interc{l- in 
1even ) ea rs? 

I have been tvld by a perron of very 
t; z gr{.d~ 
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great,Hol~Qur~ ,th ~t ~his Gen,tlernan hi!TI­
ielf, 111 1m prrvate " IfSQllrfe, cOl1f~1feth, 
that ~he Abaterrl$':ot 0f.Intereft \,1111 a~':" 
vance\j)e value of Land, but he quefh­
on's whetlier it will encrea{e Trade; 
certai nly a needle,fs fcruple to any Man ~ 
that iliall deliberately confider the infe--~ 
parable ,affinity that is in aTI Nations,~' ~ 
and at all times, between Laud and ~ 
Trade, which are Twins, and have al- I, 
ways, and ever will wax and wane t~ . 
gether, It CtlnilOt be ill ,,'fel; '/n"de bU~r;~ 
Land will fall, nor ill witht Lands bur'~ 
'Trade IPill fee! it. . ' .rt 

But in regard this Gentleman is fo "4,' 
miferably miltaken in the Trade of t1 
Spain and Potugal, which he reckons as <... 

loft, I think it may be ufeful to inform ~ 
him and others better, what Trades are ~I 
rcally loft; and enquire how we came 
to loofe them? And what Trades we 
ftill retain, and why? And of both as 
briefly as I can; becaufc I have faid 
fome thing of them in the following 
Treatife. 

Of 



of 8 was at 400 ies, we then fold [uch 
a Ha~ for 1600 R .s ; when they raifed 
the ~ece of eight 80 R ies per piece 
more,. ~e fold the fame Hat at 2000 

Ries, and fa riling in propotion as they 
railed their Coin; the Merchant frill I 

obferving what the intrinfick value of~ 
the Money is, nct the name "it is called 
by, and fa it would be in England, or 
any part of the World. 

I have now done with all I can find of 
novelty in this Gent1em~ns l~tife: ( j 
to meddle with old and {tale matter; 
which in other words hath been often 
faid, and as often anfwered, would be 
but to trouble the Reader with Imperti .. 
nencies; [0 would it likewife to ufe op­
probrious, calumniating RefleCtions, as 
he doth covertly in a bufl,l1efs of that fe­
rioufnefs, weight and publick concern­
ment as tI~is is; I underftand not the 
World [0 little as not to know, that he 
that will fai thfully ferve his Country, 
muft be content to pars through good 
Report and evil Report, neither regard 
I which I meet with,!(trnt~ ] a.m ftlte 

at 
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at Iaa fuUl bitttlicat it (eU, "na be­
found by my Co' t :mtn. 

Yet before I cob dud . thi:! Pre!. -, I 
mull: needs take notice of one t g to 
be wondred at, V i:::; , That [orne had the 

\ Confidence publickly to alrert before the 
lords, when this C ontronru-:! was de­

- bated before their Lore,;?;;p;; that'ihen 
Intereft \vas at 10 pfi' cent, Land \'as 
fold at 20 years Purcha[e; a lrrar.;c, 

. ~e[u~~ous and incrt,dible Aile:' tOn 

:~gainil ecords , againfi Exper; nee, 
and againft ~ea[on; to \V hich I uuc.bt 

J not but their Loydjbip; will be Die t 
give a full confutation out of their own' 

~ Memorials, before this be made pub-
- lick. 

And for the Rea[On of it, will any 
" Man beli ve that our Fathers wen; [0 

ftupiJ, as to lay cut t til' Meney in 
Lap..d not to fcc it again in t'vtnty 

'Years, wiler at ur gle I llt.::rcft at ten per 
CeNt they might doubl o tlJcir ',lont) in 
10 years, at I nterell: llpon Intereft in 
[even } ears? 

I have been t)c! by a per [on of v(,ry 
g 2 gr{.at 



great HOl1Qur, "ih :.t thi~ Gentlemrtn hirn­
{elf, in his 'privat . i[c4Irfe, conf~ifetb, 

, that \Ile Abaterrlf~~. ·({Incereft wllka~:" 
I val)ce\;be ,:value of Land, but he quefh­

on's whetllt l" i[ will enorea,{e ';Trade; 
certainly a needkfs ft ru ple ro ~fly Man .. 
that iliall deliber'g.tely confider toe in£e--

, parable. ,affinity" that is in aD .Nations, 
and at all times, betwe~l) Lau,q aaq 1\ 
T rade, which are Twins, and pave aI- I. 

\ ways, and ever will wax and wane t~ u 

get her, It cannot be ill lVith ~e but~ 
. Land will fall, nor i~: wtihifLands bu -OJ 

Trade rpiI! feel it . .' . ' ~ r 
But in regard this G.entleman h fo 

miferably mifl;ake~ .if) . the Trade of (. 
Spain and Potug al, which he reckon?, as 
loft, I tbink it ffitl,M,be ufeful to inform 
him and others better, what Trades arc ' 
really 10ft; and enq~~"e how we came 
to loofe them? And what Trades we 
{till retain, and why? And of both as 
briefly as I can; becau[e I have faid 
fome thing of them in the following 
Tr<;;arife. 
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Of ~~~ «1; ~~fr: 
/ '-', I I 

I. The R-ujji1l..... r.kle, \1' leI' t Ie 
Dutch had laft year 22 ~iJ. r great 
Ships, and the EngLtjb ~ut one, \\ h:reas 
formerly we had ljIlorl of that 1 rade 

lan the Dutch. , 
2. The Gyren.!:tnd TI:,;t1e ,,-here the 

) Dutch and H ambf,{yg,ers have yearly at 
, leaf! 4 or 500 Sail of Ships, and the En­
. gMfb b~~ laft year, and none the 
11f9rmef. - (. . 

!- The g"Jeat Trade of Stlft from St. 
Vua/s-in Portugal and from France, with 
Sa/f, T>'Vine and Brand), to the Et'.Jl-!llnds. 

,,' 4, All that vafr and notorious Trade 
.; of Fi!bing fOY JlVhite~Herrjflgs, upon .our 

own Coaf!. 
3' 5. The Eafl.CountYJ Trade, in which 

we have not half fo much to do as we 
had formerly, and the Dutch ten times 
more than they had in times paft. 

6, A very great part of our Trade for 
Sp~nifb-Woolls from Bilv40, Thefe 
Trades and fome more r could name, 
the Dutch Intereft of 3 per cent, and nar. 

B 3 row 
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row ~®ite1\, ~'or~lPf'luies' in England 
have bea~Js on f, I" 

7. The,,! Ea/.!>A,·itlflTrade for !V.ut-
17ieg~;r:!!'!"tS abd M{i;J (a:n extraordlOa-
ry pr6t1t~ T\.tde) the Dutch Arms 
and Sleiglm h~·e beat us out of; but , 
their lower Irferefi gave ftrength tR 
their, Arms, rlo acutenefs to their In 
vent10n. I. 

8. Their great T rade for China and \ 
1apan ( whereof we ha vo no D1are ). is t­

. an effeEl: of their Ipw Jnt.~~ thCir: , 
Trades not bcing to be ob~jnedbut K:!! 
a: long protei'S, aqd great dlsburfements, 
tl iiitllte of prefeot, but with expEl:ati-' 
on of future Gain, which 6 per cent can- h 

hot beal" \ 
tJ. The Trade of S.otland and Ire- ", 

l!tild, two of our own Kingdoms, the .' 
Dfttch have bereaved us of, and in effeCl-

. wholly engroifed to themfelves; which 
their low Intereft hath been the princi­
.pal engine, though I know other ac­
cidents have contributed thereunto I 

whereof more hereafter. . 
IP. The Trcde for Norway is in great I 

part 
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part loft to tbe Q..")1, ;Yol. ~:ct.i"k"c. by 
rearon of Como:: (" ~~rer 111 l:b(",~a of Na. 
'r'ig4tio "J, wh "Cj'f.J}gl~r in ~e pIa e. 

I I. A very grl;al~l?&. rt of th E ~"eh 
Trllde for Exporcatiol ~is 1 , y rea [on 
Qf great ImpojifiollS la\~ tbere upon Our 

\ Dra~eries. 1 . 
• ~ 12. A greH part of "he Plate Tntde 

[rom Cadiz is loft to the DUleh, who by 
rea[on of the lowne[s of their Intereft, 
can afford to let their Stocks lie before-

, hand~#k .acd ctldiz, againft the 
1 " arrival of ~ S'('ani{h Fl~ta, who [ome­

times are expected ~, 6, 9, and 12 

Months hefon: they come, efpecially 
(iace the la.re Interruptions that our Ja­

. maieaC(1perJ have givClo them; by which 
means they engro[s the greateit part of 
the Silver, whereas we, in regard ou r 
Stoeks run at higher Intereft, cannot [0 
well afford to keep tbem [0 long dead. 
Itis true, the Engtifb have yet a D1are 
ill this Tr.ade, by rea[on of [orne after 
'recited natural advantages, viz. fVoolen 
M411f1faRlmJ, Till, Le44, Fijb, &c. ink­
parablyaanexed by God's Providc(1ce to 

B 4 th~ 
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this l(~"6~~};'. t i ;ttt.e lil{ewife, that 
the Peace a\:M/~~ '1~~h .much furthe­
red I)e DHJch i ' ~?l1tl1l-(r; but as true 
it is, \,. ·;.>t· their ~o, ref Intereft hath en­
abled them 0 n ke a much greater 
improvemem~ advantage in Trade 
by that Peace, Jhan ever they coul -
ot herways h ;e done. . 

13" T he T ade of SHrr:el1hAm, {jnce . 
the Dutch got poff~alol1 of that Coun- " 
try in tbe lare War, islfo totally 10ft W. "il 
th€ EngliJ/;,tbat We Jia.. ~~~ifu.more " 
Commerce wirh tha t ~ou~ry,than w~ 
1hould have ifit were funk in the S¢a; , 
fo revere and exaEt are dle HoUt/ndtr!, 
in keeping the Trad~s of their Own 
Plantations intirely to their own Peo­
ple. 

14. T he Trace of Menade! or New. -. 
York; we {bonld have gained jnftead of 
the former, fince we gOt poffeffion of 
that place in the late War, if the DIIt&h 
had riot been conni7)ed at therein at firfr, 
whi .;h now I hepe rhey are not; fGrif 
they [bould be, it would not only be to 
file intire 10f& of that Trade CO Eng/alJc(, 

pu~ 
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acceG ~o f!r_ ~ Hick as well FlS 
Money) ,iN,,"Y S . "'I/f.Sea.meN being 
jujUy the r..:,r?/;ted ,Sf', I nd S rif«1J. of 
Engla -d(f6 ' / 

I COU(O"'" tio more Trades tl1at 
we have lolt, a~ re in the High-way' 
to loofe, but l .11 forbear at prer~nt, 
for fcar this Por . Dlould prove too big t 
as alfo for other reafons. 

The Trades we y~t ret:4,in .are; 
J'p, For FiDl, The 7rade of Red-, { 

Herrings from YarmoJl;.J.~i~ i,{ 
the Welt-CoUntrY, afJ(i~<!ot0~,Jipj TcW~ 
found. Land and New· England. . 

zdly, A good part of the TurKey, Ita-
iian, Spanijh and Pqrtqgat Trades. . ? ,.) 

Our Trades to and from our own )f • 

Plantations, viz. Virginia, Barbadoes, 
Ncn'-England,. 'Jamaica, and the Le­
ward Illands. 

If any QlaU here ask me, how it comes 
~o pars that the Dutch low Interefr 
hath not Cafhiered us of th~fe Trades, as 
weB as the former? I iliaD ilnfwer, 
£rfi: Generally, and then Particularly. 

1. GenerallYl I fay, the Dutch ww 
lntereft 
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I"tErrllIH] 1 ~?'1ij r.f './ /)JJcnd (If (II a'l 
T r:uJ(S (,( th~ F: ,?'IJ ~ L/lt If TI,d 10 liS In 
La:rj,orb_/r/~''JI' ,.".J141v~lH~~n,bich 
over-b.d1anc,tb ~ di(propo. ~l of ou,. 
Intue/I of .t,lo"·t) ','Ul" . portioa 
I tak,,: to be ~ perce,,!_ 

2. J 'ani u1arir, \The R~d. Her"i1fg 
True we r tain, by';-ealoo of t vO llJ­

tural Advantllges; ore is, the Fi th for 
that purpo« mull be brough: frdh on 
Shore, and tha 'he Dill," canoot do 
witb: ~ -~~ufe the Herrings [wim 
00 our ,6~ftV' <-00 oonCequently at too 
great a d'iftance f om ch<:i rs. 

The other is, tboCe Herrmgs muft be 
fmoaked with Wood, which eannotbe 
done 00 any reaConable term, but in a 
Woody Country, fuch as England i.,and 
Holland is not. Tl1<.fe adv nuges that 
God hath given our Land do Counter­
poize and Overpoiz.e the Difproporrion 
of Interefi, viz.. 3 'flr w,t, O'llcru ife 
we might fay, FareweJ Red-He,.ri,'t,s, 
as well as WhIte. 

The PIlchards on the Vleft-Coall 
liJec:wi[c come to our ~ hot lS, ,and rolla 

. be 
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be ur/' nd '~re e~. u · d the Land, 
wh ich is i 0 1 ~ I ne Dutch to do. 

The New fOil • If • ifhing is ma-
naged\.bJ; ;V e!l:·Go ,t 'y-Men, whofe 
Ports ~~erl Scituated for tbat 
Courltry, and~h "oltntr), it /el(.?is his 
MAje(iies ; fo tbp. uteh can have no [001-
;ng there; if the could, 3 per cem WJutd 
loon (ena us /'0 . to kup Sheep. 

As to ~he TUrke)" It"iillfJ, SpAnijb and 
Portflgal TYilaU, though our vent for 
fine Cloath, and fom~jpN.~ ,,{, 
declined, yet we retain~ v'h?confide- , 
rable part of thofe Trade~, by [{'afoo of 
fome Natural, and fome Artificial or 
Legal Advantages, which preponde-
rates 3 per cent; fueh as thefe : Y 

1ft, '{he Wool, of which our midling 
and courfe Cloaths are made of, is out 
own, and tonfequen;Jy cheaper to us 
than the Du',,, can !leal it from us, pay­
ing l'reighu, COlflmifjion, Bribes and 
COlifenage, and fometime armed Guards 
to force it off. 

2dly, Our Fewel and ViCftta!s is cheap~r 
in [emo~vparts from Landon, and con fe­

qtlemly 
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qucntly our \}"lIT l[ulllirfS ~n an do 
work cheaper t:~q tb: Clite/), \\ hat­
YCr 'vi r" ,lIlT f. 'crroocou . affirts. 

3dlj, TIIn.' ~e..t H~rrj"i, ....... r; ch.trd, 
j Te.W-/fh"d·!.1.eJand Xenf4C-rf.gl.wd Flj/; .. 
f'T;, by l>l't;}\ l Ore carry 00 muc~ of th e£( 
.. frades, me lof parab. r an ne ed co this 

r Kingdom, as before 1: demoolhat d, 
and by the Bouo'} of God Almighty, 
nOt by our own Wi[dom Or Indui1:ry. 

4th/" Our Le.1d and Tin, by which 
'I.ve cJ.rtf.. '"trtt¥<lf th [c T rades, are 
Nativt,.S "'lith us" 

).J1iiy, Our COl/Tltr} coo fumes within 
it [elf more of Sp41Jt]b WllJe .1nd Fntlt, 

~ Zant Currilm IImi Levant OJlf, than any 
Country in Europe . 

./ 61hly, Which is an Arti ficial advan-
tage (and due to the Wifdom of the 
Contrivers) our AfiofN4v'g~;()f1 com .. 
pels us, or at leaft would do, if it were 
jufily admini[hcd, to import none 
of thofe Goods but from the proper 
Ports of their Imbarkation, and by En 
glijb Shipping only. 

The 1,ades to and from all Our own 
Plan-
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PJanhtidri"Sre like . ref llcured to us 
by the't1B 0 l\J,tvigat »" or would be, 
if that \1 , ete truly e ~;iipted, and if 
it were . that, yor: ~)uld [t·e far-
cy Dut&h Ship at ~ur J, '}tl~f~1tiol11 
for one &gliib. 'i' /' 

T o conclude this Paragr~phJ the 
Dill." low lnfm:jf, througb our own fllpi-
1Jefif hath robbed JU tOltt (1y of all Trade, 
not iNfeparably almexed If} this I(j»gdom 
by the benevolence of D~~nu 
anJ OilY An 0/. Navtgqt()k '¥ ~hJch, 
though it have fome things in it )~ant­
iog amendment, . deferv~s to be c~11ed 
our (~~4tta ~atittIM) itl[brnuch as, 
with llian'le to our felves, it may be ,..-­
rruly faid of us, as we Proverbially fay 
to ca.relefs Perfons, They have loft till that . 
is loofe. 

When I think of th~fe things, I eao­
not but wonder that there iliould be 
found Englifh·men who want I10t Bread 
to eat, or Clooths to wear, ihould be 
yet fa unkind and hard hearted to their 
Country, as fl:relluoully to endeavQur . 
(for private Ends) the depriving her of . 

fo 
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fa great a gOOd, 3. would be;the alflte. 
mcnr of our Irf\c~ft to 4 p,r C.Olt,{bY a 
Law. I hav<;, Latel}' [een a Tj:atifc 

~ writ ab ut tb'<ll.go(1~rs fio~~' Leah 
1tobrrt I, Men EJr: t , \, he~JO he highly 
Exagg""lY.lS~ Orrd Wlt!1 great Reafon) 

i 'the wooda1ul advaongethe Dfltch have 
, by the lownefs of thelr CujiOIJ'JJ; but 

feeing an exaa imitation in that [erped 
is not conllftent '" ith our Affairs at pre-
Jent,tbo~much to be deflred in due time, 
I iofitt IJ.~)-'~.:. Q'f'0n, but rh ink it ne­
ce[arYI b}i the \\a y to make this true 
Ani:~adve[flon, 'VIZ. Th.at 2 per cent, 
extraordi114fY in 11I1ereft is rl70rfe Ih ln 4 

:7> per cent e.,xtraordinlfrJ if! Cuftoms; be­
'GauCe C(~J1oms run only upon our Goods 

r imporred or exported, and that but once 
for all; wherea~ Ictercfi: runs as well 
upon our Ships, as Goods, and muft be 
yearly paid on both, Co long as they are 
iobeing; and theShips in many bulkey 
Tr4ae.<, and [uch as are Nationally molt 
Profitable, are of four [imes the value 
vf the Goods. 

That old Ob)caion about Wid?ws a od 
Orp/;.1fJS, 
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Or ~anf;~have,It 'nk, ;jllyanrwet .. 
ed in my for:rer Tree ~ir ; but becaufe 
I yetom~nes me~t, ,lith it, I fhall 
fa y a (. 'more tQj~j ~J (' viz: 

1. Wido nd Qrp~a1.l!J4rt l1o/[,one to 
trve»ty r/the rvholePe~'trr,.Jfti,X's the 
Wi/dom 0/ Law-milkers to profJJ.Je for the - ' 
good of tbe Majority of p. eo/Ie, though a ' . 
Minor pllrt fbo/~/d a little juffer. 

2. Of Widows and Orphans, not one 
;'1 (ort] wi!! /Nffer by the Abatement 0/ 
infereft, for thefe R~~ ,. r 

I /!-, Of Widows and orp~;(J ,-ti~e of . 
ten in his Kingdom have very I~~ or 
nothing at all left th m by their De­
ceafed Relations, and all fuch will have , 
an advantage by the Abateme1'lt of In- ( 
terelt, becilu[e fuch Abatement will . 
encreafe Tr,tde, and in confequence 
occaGon more Employment for fuch 
neceffitous Perfons. 

2dly, Many Widows4»dOrphafJ1 have 
Joyt/tures, Anmlities, Co"yhol"1, and 
otber LaiJdI left them, as well as Mo­
ney; and all fuch will be Gainers by 
the Abatement of Interdr. 

3d!,!, 
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1dIJ, For all LOIJ( on Orph.tlll the C: J 

gives not now a o\.'e 5, and to rornf 4 
per Cent Iotere~ fo the lofs~p fuc? is 
nor ~ orth fpeaku.g of. '" 

4thly, Many Exwltors al't! 0 unwor­
thy as to aUow Orph;:nJ no Inrereft, and 
yet juftifie thernfelves by Law; ro fuch 
Orph.1l1s it will be all ol1e what tbe legal 
Rare of lotereft be. 

5th", Wheo the Law for Abatement 
o~ Inla:ejl js paft, mao y more Parents 
willleavet..~l~' J:;!ren Annuities and 
Eftates rt.ffining in YrJde, as they do in 

• H()U4n~aod Italy} whereby tbe Abare­
. ment of Interejl will become Profitable, 

'ftOt Prejudicial, to them. • 
And for the few that at £irft may hap-

t - pen to fuffer, whereof the number will 
be very [maIL (and therefore not to be 
na.med in Comp:tirion with the com­
mon Good of the Kingdom) they have 
an eafiemeans within their own Power 
to prevent th ir b~ing ooe Farthing the 
worfe for the Abatement of Inurejl; it 
is but wearing a Lawn- Whisk inftead 
of a Point de Venice; and for the meaner 

C fore, 
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fO't, ~ S~arge Pet'l-C 'r, inflead of ~ S "k one" and a ~ai j pail' of Sho€s 
10ft ld oJrLaced ones. '. And that the 
Ladi ay not be oitended with me, 
I dJrc un al«: that this will never 
fpoil but mend their Marriages; beGdes 
th" gl'eater good it will bring to their 
Country, and to their Pofrerities after 
them, whether they pr,0ve to be Noble· 
men, Gentlemen or Mercbants, &t. 

·1 have in feveral places of my ~nfuj.ng , 
Treatife, referred toS 'fach I for~ 
meriy Publjfhcd upon this : fubjea, ' 
which, being now wholly oUt o~Print" 
I thought fit to Re- print and anrt~x un- . 
o this, which at firfl: 1 intended not. ri 

Some there are who would grant 
that Abattment of f1}lmji, if it could be 
effeCted, would proCure to the Nation 
all the good that I alJedge it will bring 
with it, but fay it is 1I0t prafficable, or 
at leafl not now. 

I.
J 

A need!efs Scruple, and contra­
diC10ry to Experience; for firfl:, a Law 
l;arh abated Interc./f jn England, three 
t imes within thefe few Te-tlTS alrfady; lind 

whaf 



\p \-. Th, . \. R ?, FA C E. , 
7lIh4t /boNfd hiWrr if1 (ffec1 moreht II 
thatJ formerly? '\ 

2. If a Law will not do it,; wh db 
the V!urers rai(c fuch a duft,. 3[ ~ en­
gage [0 many Friends to"oppore die 
pailing of an AU to this purpofe ? 

The true reafon iJ, becauCe they are 
wue enough to know, that a Law will 
certainly do it, as it hath" done alread y > 

though they would perfivadc others 
t~e contrary. And if it be doubted we 
have not ~)o!;t!y"'eIlough in CfJglafJd. 
Belides what I have faid in lIly former 
Treati:e, as to the encrcafe of our 
Riches in general, I {ball here give 
iome further Rea[ons of probability, 
which are the beft that can be Lxpecred 
in this cafe, to prove that we have nOi" 
,/JIlch more Money in England than we 
had trllent! Te"rs pa(l. 

Notwithfl:andmg the feoming fcar­
city at prefent, if I fbould look furthtr 
back than twenty Years, the Argument 
would be ftro£lger on my fide, and the 
Proportion of the encreafe of Money 
greater, and more Petfpicuous; but I 

C ::a iliall 
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fh~\ll confine my felf to t t time which 
is \ "thin moil: Mens\ ~mories. 

I., We..:give generalJy now one third 
more ""~Q.ney with Appremices than 
wae did twedty Years pail:. 

z. Notwithfianding the decay and 
Jors of f undry T fades and Manufaaures, 
yet in the grofs we Sbip off now 
one third part more of the Manu­
faCtures, as al[o Lead and Tin, than 
we did twenty Years paft, which is II­
c1ure, as well as prom,~ our Increafe 
of Money. 

If any doubt this, if they pleafe to 
can rule Mr. Diekim, Surveyor of his " 
Majefties Ctlloms, who is the beft able 
I know Jiving, and hath taken the mofl: 
pains in there Calculations, he may be 
fatisfa6lorily Rerolved. 

5' Houreg new built in Londo» yield 
twice the Rent rhey did before the Fire; 
and Houles generally immediately be­
fo re the Fire yielded about one fourth 
part mo!'e Rent than chey did tweaty 
Years pall. 

4. The (peedy and coftly Buildings 
of 
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of LOf1J.o" is a Convincing ( and .Io 
Strangers an Amazing) Arf; umcJ1".I of 
the plent}', and late cocrea1t of M/ne y 
in Eng la"d. .. 

5. \Ve have now more'than double 
the quantity of Merc/Ja/1tJ and Shifting 
we had twenty Years paft. 

6. The cour[e of our Trade from the 
iHcreale of our Money is ftrangelr al­
tered within there tweoty Years, mofl: 
Payments from Mercholitf and Shop­
kuperf bein~ now' made with ready 
Money, whereas formerly the courle of 
our general Trade run at three, fix, niae, 
twelve and eigbteen Months time. 

But jf this cale be fa clear, [orne may 
a~k me, How comes it to pali IhAt al! [ortf 
of Men complain /0 1!'uch of the fc .rc,tJ 
of Money, e/p,clafLJ in tlu Coulltrr ? 

l\1y Anf wers to th is Query are, viz. 
1. This proceeds from theFrailql and 

Corruption of Humane Nature, ir be­
ing natural for Men to complain of the 
pre[ent, and commend the rimes part . 
10 [aid they or Old, The former dllJ1 wer; 
bttftr I/,an thefe; and I can fay in truth, 

C ~ upon 
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~o'n my own Mem~ry,Ahat Men, did 

co JWlain as much of tbe fcarci~y of 
MO 'ley ever Gnce I kr,l¢W the World as 
they'dQ;Ofow; nay, the very fame per­
fons f'hat; lilOW complain of this, and 
commend that time. 

z-And more parricularly, Thi! Com­
plaint proceeds fro,,! many mens finding 
themfel"{./es uneajie tn the mAtters of thei1' 
]{eligion, it being natural for Men, when 
they are difcontented at one thing, to 

II complain of all, and prin~ieal1y to utt~r 
their Difcontents and C~mplaints in 
thofe things which are moft popular. . 
Thofe that ha~e a Man for [orne one " 
caure, will feldom allow of any thililg 
that is good in him; and fome that nre 
angry with Que perf on, or thing, will . 
had fault with others that gave them ' .. 
~)o offence; like peeviili Perfons that 
meeting difcontent abroad, coming 
home, quarr61 with their Wives, Chil­
pren, Servaprs, Cle. 

3- And more efpecially; this Com­
plaint in the Coufltry, proceeds from 
~q~ lap~ Practic.e of bringing up the 

-' Tax-
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Tax-Money in Wagons to Lona'y;;, 
which did doubtlefs caure a fC,HCicJ of 
MOlley in the Country. r 

4' A nd principally; t/;is /eemilJf, {m'­
city of Mom] p~uds {rom til( Tl'1a'e (If 
Bankering, which ubftruCts i, cul.HI­
on, aduance{h U[ury, and renders it fo 
ealie, that molt Men as foon as they can 
make up a Sum of sol. or a I co L. f~rJd 
it into the Gold/mi I,; Which doti; and 
JP!1i oCGtrfiol1, while it 14Jh, that far.1/ pur­
jing necefjity/or Mrmey,jo 'V'fible thT01~~JJ­
ollt the whcle Kingdom, both to Prince 
Imd People. 

From what hath been raft [aid, it ap­
pears the matter in England is prepared 
fur the Abatement ofIntereft, which,as 

I Sir Renry Btllnt (an Honouracle Mem­
ber of his Majell:its Council of Trtltie) 
well raid before the Lords at the debate, 
is the ~ttum ~agl1Um towards the 
Profperity of this Kingdom: It is a ge­
nerative Good, and will bring many 
other good things with it. 

I fhall conclude with two or three 
Requefts to the Reader. 

C 4 J. That 
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~ I. That he would Read', and confider 
w '~t he Reads, with an entire Love to 
his Country, and void of private In­
tere 5, arid former ill-grounded impref­
fions 'received into his Mind, to the 
Prejudice of this Principle. 

2. That he would Read all (mied­
ing the Matter, not the Stile) before he 
make a Judgment. 

3. That in all his Meditations upon 
there Pl'iAciples, he would warily di­
fiinguiili between the profi~ of the Mtr­
,hant and the Gain of the Kjngdom, 
which are fa far from being always par­
rallels, that frequently they run coun­
ter ooe to the other, although moft 
Men, by their Education and Bufinefs, 
having fixed their eye and aim wholly 
upon the former, do ufually confound 
thefe two in tbeir Thoughts and Dif­
courfes ofTradt, or elfe,mi{h ke the for­
mer for the laneII- ; from which falfe 
meafures have proceeded many vulgar 
Errors in Traae, fom e whereof b:y rea­
!On of Mens frequentmiftaking!, as 
{lforefaid) are bvcom~ a1mofi Proverbi. 

aI, 
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aI, and often heard out of the Mol' .DS, 
not only of the common People! bur 
of Men that might know better, if (hey 
would duly confider the aforeraid di­
ft inEtion. 

Some of the fame common Prover­
bial Errors ar.e, viz. 

1. V uJgar Error; I-fTe hllve t oo mlll1, 
Merchants a/rudJ . 

2. The Stock of England is too big {or 
the Tr6de of England. 

~. No MAn fhould exercifc two Cllilings. 
4. Efpecially no Shop. keeper ought (0 

he It Merchant. 
S. LuxurJ 413d fome Ex,efs m.1J be 

Profitable. 
6. We have People'el1ollgh, and more 

than w~ can emplOJ. 
7. To fuJler Artificers to hiI'Ve ttl m6l-­

liJ Apprmtices as the, wid, is to deflroJ 
Trade. 

8. The admi(jion of Sfrtlngers if to caU 
in others to eat the Erelld Ot~t of our own 
Mouthr. 

9. No Man ought to Live and Trade in 
_ a Corporation , that is not a Fru man of 

theptace. 1 0. Nor 
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~
. Nor fbould any be Frtle-111m, that 

are ~t the SOHS 0/ Fru·men, or have 
/er1lt Seve" Tears Apprel1ti/bip. 

I 1. It's beller we Trade but for II hUD­
dyed Po;mdat 20 per cent, profit, th411 for 
three hrmdrd At 10 per cent profit, dlJd 

(0 pro rala . 
12. Ollr Plantations depopu14te and. 

confiqlleJJtly Impoveri/h England. With 
abu ndance more that might be named, 
but that many of them are occafiooally 
hiocecl, and I hope them and others 
confuted in the following Difcourfe. 

By what hatb been faid, and wilal:' 
follows, as well as by what mofi Men 
obferve; II if evident that this J(iJ1~dom 
is wOllderfullj pttd by the bounty oj God 
Almighty for agreat ProgrrflioninU7e lIb 
ana power: And that the only means to 
arrive at both, or either of them, is to 
improve and advance Trade; and 
that the way to thofe Improvements 
is nOt hedged up with [horns, nor 
hidden from us in the oJrk, 01' jmri­
gued with difficulti s, but very natural 
and facile, if we would fct about 

them 
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them, and begio til right way, r.'!!1-
ing off[ome of our old miftakeo " >rio- I 
dpies in Trade, which we nber t 
from our Anceftors, who were Soul­
dlers, HUDtf-men and Herdf-men, apd 
therefore necetJarily unmlful in the 
Myfteries of, and Methods [0 impro\"e 
Trade ( though their natural parts 
were nothifig inferior to ours) 1 rade 
being but a novel thing in Eng[4nd, 
comparatively to other parts of the 
World; and in my opinion not yet 
advanced to tbe one fifth part of Im­
provement tbat this Land is ca pablc 
of: and I thillk no true Englifb·m,m 
will deny that the [fa[on cries aloud 
to us, to be up and dOlOg, before OUr 
Fields become un-occupied, and before 
the Dutch get too much the ~ hip hand 
of us, whom (in fuch a cafi, were 
they freed from thei[ French fears 
which they labour under at pre[tor) 
I fear we iliould find as revere Task­
Mafters, as ever tbe Athel1ians wue to 
the leifer Trading Cities of Greece. 

Neither 
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Neitper are iJIe /)utch the only 

Neik.;J1lmurs we have, at this-;time for 
Co, i1\l"ais in Trade, but the French 
lCil1g and i(ing of Sweden are no as 
active, circumfpetl, indulhious and 
Profpective tod in this Affair ; and. 
have, arid are, ordering things as pru- , 
dently for promoting thereof. 'as the 
Dutcb themfelves. 

When [begun to Write this Trea­
tife, I intended Aot to enlarge upon [0 
many paniculars, and the rather be­
caure nothing can be [aid for publick 
good, but'will cro[5 the particular ends, 
as well as the opinions of many pri· 
vate Perfons, and !till the more is faid, 
the more are difobliged; but my duty 
to my Country overcoming thofe doubt­
ful Confiderations, I have adventured 
this fecond time to expofe my Concep­
tions to publick Cenfurc:, with this 
Confidence, that after thefe Principles 
ha,ve [utfered the accuflomary Perfe­
cution of Tongues and Pens, naturally 
and conftantly accompanying all new 

. Propofals for a while, they will at 
length, 



The PRE F ACE. 
length, the mort, if not all of them, 
or fomething very like them, come 
to be generally received and hOI oured 
with the publick SanCtion, by being 
paffed into Laws (gradually, not at 
once) concerning the time whereof 
I am not careful, but for my Coun­
try's fake, I could WJf/) it might b, 
[bortned. 

THE 
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A 
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DISCO lIRSE 
Concerning 

~rabt, &c. 

T HE Prodigious iucrei[e of tile N .­
therumds in their Domefri ck and 
Foreign T~de, R iches, and mul­

titude of Shipping, is the envy of the pre-
fcot, and may be tbe wonder of Ill! fULUre 
Generations: And yet the means whereby 
they have thus advanced them[elves, are fuf­
ficiently obYious, and in a great mea[ure 
Imitable by melt other Nations, but more 
eafily by us of this Kingdom of Eng/ansi; 
which I !hall endeavour to dernonLhlltc ill 

. the followin g Difcourfe. 
Some of t be faid means by Whl~ .. _h~, 

ha¥'e advanced their Trade, :lnd tI ~reby 1m. 
proved tl)eir Eftates, are t he I ,lOWIng. 

Firft, They bave in their g ':~tc.! COHlI';1. 
~f State find War, Trading l'vierc'lants, t!1d 
have lived abroad in molt paru of th(l 

D ,Wol;ld ~ 
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Wotl(i;;' wlro have not only the Theoreti~ 
cal Kgpw iecge, but r'he Pr~aical Experi­
ence of Trade, by w hom Laws and. Orders 
arc contrived, and Peaces with foreign Prin· 
ces proje8:ed, to the great Advantag\;.of 
their Trade. 

Secondly> Their Law of G4~)el.kjnd, where­
by ull their Cbildren pon~ fs an equal /hare 
:of their Fathers Efi:qtc,_ after their de<e~are, 
and fo are not !.eft to wreille with the world 
in their' Youth, with il.'l confiderableailill:ance 
of Fortune, as m~1l: of bur YOllOgdt Sons of 
G€n-llemen in Erlglal1d are, who are bound 
Approotices.to Merchanu. . 

Thirdly, Their exact making of all their '1 Nati .. e Commodities, 'and tJacking of their _ 
, Her'ringJ" Cua-fifh, and ern other Commodi;... 

ti'es, which tbey, fend abroad lin great qUlill- . 
tiries; the ~nfeqtlenCi; w~\!rcof is, That 

, the repute of their raid Commodities abn;),ad 
conrinnes always good, ami the RU\ers will 
accept of them by the Ma.1 ks, wi.thouE open­
ing ; , whentas the Fi(J1, whic h our Eng/iJII 
make in New-fonna-Land and Ntw-E"gla"d~ 
and Herrings at YIIY11J4l'1th, often. p'ove falfe 
alJ6 deceitfully made ;-and Ollf PikharaJ Hom 

L.( ttre Weft COl/ntry falfc p.,cked; feld.om con­
tainiog the quantity for which the Hogs­
he:iids are marked, in whI ch tiley ar.e p~cked. 

. Ao'd in El1l.l,wd the attempts which Ollr 
Fore-
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For~ . fathers m2cie for regclating of ~hnu­

.fadu('{ s, U1~,eo left to' the execution 6 ome 
particular Perf all, in a !hort time rcfolved 
but iow a T ax upon the Commodltv, ,ith­
out refpett to the go:>d ods tbereof; a~ moft 
notoriounV appears in the buuncfs of the 
AU L NA G E, \>. hich doubtlefs our Pre­
c ccelfors tnt ended for a [(f\Hiny irto the 
€ooc! di of (Ile Commodity; anti to that 
lJUrpo(.e' a Seal was invented , as a ligl1al that 
rhe Commodity was made according to the 
Statutes; wb ich SrollJ, it is faid , m'y no ~; be 
bought ltV r hou la~ ds, and put uron what 
the buyers rJeafe. 

Fourthly, Thei r giving great iucourage­
mC!).t and imlllUnilies to the Invencors of 
New Mannfaaur~s, and t he Difcoverers of 
any New Mylteries in Trade, and to th~fc: 
[hat fhall bring tbe Commodiris of other 
Natiuns lirft in ufe and pratt ice among(t 
them; for which the Author Dever goes 
without his due Reward allowed him at the 
Pubiick Charge. 

Fi{thly, Thm Contrivi ng and Building 
of great Ships to Sail wi th fmall Charge, Dot 
al?ve one tUrd of what we are at, for Ships 
of the [arne Burchell in EIIg l.cnd; and com:" 
pelliog thejr faid Ships ( being of fm all 
force) to Sail always in Fleets, to whicll 
In all times of Danger they allow CJIIVOY· 

D 2 Si ,>:1 hlJ, 
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, 1 Si:srMy, Their parcimonious and thrift y 

Jil'il)g~ which is-fo extraordinary that a Mer~, 
chaut of one hundred thoufand pound Eftate 
with them, will fC3rce [pend fa much per 

- Ann/1m, as one of fifteen Hundred Pounds 
E!tate in London. 

SCIJ01thty, The Education of tb'eit Chi!. 
dren, as well Daughters as Sons; all which, 
be they of never fo great Quality or Eft4U, 
tbey always take care to bring up to write 

, perfect good Hands-, and to have the full ' 
know ledge and ufe of Arithmttick ai1d Mtr· 
chlt1lls AccoHnts; the w.dl underftanding and 
praaice whereof, doth frrangJy infufe into 
moll that are the owners of that Qilali. 
tv, of eitber Sex, not only an Ability for 
Comme,.-ce of all kinds, but a thong apti­
tude, JoV'eand d ~l ight in it '; and in regard 
the Women are as kn(}w:ng therein as the 
Men, it doth inconrage their Husbands te> 
hold on in their Trades to their dying days-, 
};nowing the capacity of their \i\[ives to geE 
in thei r Efl:ates, and carryon t heir Trades 
:lfrer ' their Death : Whereas if a Merchant 
il'l Engl4nd arrive at any confiderable Eilate, 
h~ commonly with-draws his Ell-ate from 
T\'ade, before he comes near the conti nes of 
010 Age; reckoninp, that if God fllOuJd call 
him out of the World, while the main of his 
Iii1'a'f! is (, !Jg~gc:.-;! abroad in Tf.~d~j be muJl 

• . ' )o~ 
, ~ 
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lore One third of ie, thrn\1g.h the u~e 'p. r; • 
cnce and unaptnefs of b s Wire to fit':. A~--
f.irs; and fo it u"ually rJlls our. ~ 

~(jdes., it hath !>etn cbf.!l ve In tl n­
ture of Aritbmetl'"~ tnat, lik~ c~kr IJJH! of 
the A-fofthematicH, it do th not only imp! ove 
the RAtionofl FllcHit.tI, but indints thule th .. [ 
are ex-pert in ir to Thrift:ncfs and go(,d 
Husbandry, and preveots both Husb:rnd., 
and \Vives in fome mea[ure from ,onning 
out of tbeif Elt3tes, when they bwe it al­
ways ready in thelf Heads what their ex­
pences do amount to, and how Coon by that 
courfe theif ruin molt ovcnake them. 

Eighthl" "The ]owne[s of theif CuftomJ, 
and the height of thei r E:o:ci[e, which is cer­
f"ilhly the molt equal and indifferent T,t.,· in 
the World, and lelG: prc:judicial [Q any Peo­
ple, as might be made appear, were it the 
fubjct of this D i[courfe. 

Ninthly, The cartful proviJing for and 
employi.ng their Poor, which, it is eaue to 
demonltrate, can never be done in En~1 ",J 
comparatively to what it is with them, 
while it's left to th2 c'l re of every P<lTifh to 
look after their own on I y. 

Tenthy, Their u[e of BAN K 5, which 
are of [0 i'llmenfe advantage to them, thai 
rome not without good grounds have efti­
mated thQ Profit of them to the PJblick, to 

o 3 ~molln t 

I 
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~mount to at leal!: one Millidn of Pounds 
Sterling per Annum. 

Ele'f.!.,cmhly, 'Their IoilCYIllion of Jijferent 
Opinif7ljs in matters of Rel.igiDn; by fe.on 
whereof many !ndH/l-rioHl People of other 
Countries, rhllt diffim from the Eftllhlifbed Go­
ot(e -nment' of their 0111'1 Ci1urcloes, refort to them 
with their F IImiIies <lnd Ej1ateJ. And after II fm 
nars Co-habitAtioll wilh them, become of the 
f~me €olJmJonlnterej1. 

TWclfthly, Thlllr LAw-Merchants, by which 
all Con:trovedies betweert Merchant and 
Tradefmen are decided in three or four days 
time, and ~hat not at the fourtieth patt ( I 
might f"y i .. many cafes not the hHndreth pari) 
pf tbe Charge they are with us. 

'--- • Thirleflllhly, The Law that is in nfe a-
mor"g them for TranIferren.e of Bills for Debt 
tron)" one Man to enothe;r: This is of ex- _ 
traordinary advantage to _ tbem in their 
Commerce; by means whereof, they can 
tutn their Stocks twice or thrice in Trade, - -
for once that we can in England; for tkat 
having fold our Foreign Goods_ here, we 
cannot buy again -to adv-antage, till we are 
poWell: of our Money; which it may be we 
!hall be fix~ nine, or twelve Months in reco­
vering; :and if what we fell be conuderahle, 
-ft is a gobd Man's work all the Year to_ be 
fp.!Iqwing Vilttners and Sl1op-keepers for 

; ,Money. 
',7 ' 
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Money. \Vher.eas, were the J;.aw for trag.f.. 
feqing Bills in practice, with us, we could 
prefently after Sale of our Goods,. difpof! 
of our Bills, and clofe up our A\,(oums. 
To do which, the Advantage, Eafi:;'and Ac­
commodations it would be to Trade, is f<) 
great that none but Merchants tha~ have li­
ved where th at cuUom is in ufe, call' vawe 
to its due proportion. 

Fou,.,eenthly, Their keeping up P U B­
L I C K REG 1ST E R S of all lands 
and HOllres, Sold or Mortgaged, whereby 
many chargeable Law-Suits are prevented, 
and the S{curiti \s of Lands and Houres ren­
dred indeed, fuch as we commonly call them, 
REAL SECURITY. 

L tjtiy, The lowncfi of Intereft of Mone, 
with them, which in Pc:aceable Times ex­

. ceeds not 3 per cent per ttnnu/'I1; and is f.OW 

dU! bg this War with EngLtfld not above 
4 Fer cent at mort. 

Some more Particu~an might be added, 
and thofe aforefaid further impt'ovcd, were 
it my Purpore to Di[courfe at 'large of 
Trade. But feeing mof!: of the former Par­
ticulars are obferved and grant (od hy all 
Men tbat make it 2ny part of their BlJfinefs 
to infpecr the erue N';"mJ and Princ;plcJ of 
T';"dl; but the Jafl: is not fo mbch as taken 
notice of. by the tnof!: Ingenious, to be any 

a 1- ,C"uh: 
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.. e~ure of t'lfe great encreafe of the Riches 

lind Commerce of that People. • 
I lli~l'l therefore in thkPaper confine my 

f~lf fo write PrinCipally my Obfervations 
touching that, vi.... / 

The Profir Th4t People have received? Ind 
any oth.er may receive, by reducing the In­

. terefl of Money to a very low rate. 
This, in my poor opirlion, is the <[aura 

<Itaufanl.1 of all the other Caufes of the 
Riches' of ~hat People; and that if Intereft ;.' 
of Money were with IlS reduced to the fame 
Rate it is with theO,J, it would in a !hort time 
render us 'as Rich and eonfiderable in Trade 
as they now are; anp' conCequently be of 
gn:at€r Damage to them, and Advantage to 
us, than can happen by the Hfue of this prc~ 
fcnt .War, though the fuccefsof it !hould be 
as gooq as . we can willi, except it end in ' 
their total Ruine and Extirpation. 

To illuflrate this, let us Impartially 
[earch out Books, ano enquire what the flate 
!lnd condition of this Kingdom was, 3S to 
Trade an¢ Riches, before any Law concern-
jng lnterefl of money was' made: The firft 
wh~reof, that I can find,wil9 ,Anno 154~' and 
we ihall be informed that the Trade of Eng­
!dlna then -was inconfideral>le, and the Mer-_ -l 
~hants very ~ean and few: And that after- I 
lVp'rd~l '!liZ; • .d1Inp 1635. within Tep Y Ian 

, { :oncr 
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after Interef!: was brought down to Eigl.t. 
per cent. there was more Merchants to be 
found upon the Exchange worth each one 
thoufand Pounds and upwards, thalI~ were 
in the farmer Days, . tin:,. before the Year 
1600. to be found worth one hundred 
Pounds each.· . 

Al1d' now fince Intereft hath been for a­
bout twenty Years at fix per cent, ·notwich­
ftanding OIU long civil Wan, and the great 
Complaints of the deadneCsof Trade, there 
are more Men to be found upon the Ex. 
change now worth Ten ThouCand Pounds 
Eftates, than were then of One Thoufand 
Pounds. 

And if this be doubted, let us ask the Aged, 
whether Five Hundred Pounds Portion with 
a Daughter Sixty Years ago, were not e· 
fteemed a lager portion than Two Thoufand 
Pounds is now: And wnether Gentlewomen 
in thofe days would not efteem themfelves 
well Cloathed- in a Searge Gown, which a 
Chamber-Maid now will be afham'd to be 
feen in : Whether our Citizens and middle 
fort of Gentry now are not , more Rich in 
Cloaths, Plate , Jewels, and Houfhold. 
Goods, &c. than the beft: fort of Knig\lts 
and Gentry were in thoCe days; and whe­
ther our beft forts of Knights and Gentry 

• JlOW d9 not exceed by much in thofe th!ngs 

\ 
'. the 
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. ~e Nobility of Englll1ld Sixty Years pldl:': 
Many of whQm then ' would not go to the 
Price of a whole Sattin-Doubh:t: 1'he Em­
hroit.UrerJ~eing yelliving, who hath aifured 
me he hath made many HU)ldreds of them for 
tile Nobility with Canvas Back!!. 

Which way ever we take.our meafYrcs, 
to me it [eems evident, that !inee our·firft 
abatement of Intereft, the Riches and Splen­
dor of this Kindom is increafed to .abO'Ve 

'" Four (I IDay fay,abovt;Six) tirm~s fomuch 
Oil h was. ' 

We bave now almoft One Hundn;d 
Coaches for one we had formerly, WfJ with 
cafe can pay a greater T ax now in One Year, 
than our Fore.fathers could in Twenty. 

Our Cupoms are very much improved\ I 
Believe above the Proporti'on aforefaid, of 
six to Onl1, which is not fo much in advance 
of the.Rates of Goods, as by encreafe of the 
Bulk of Trade; for . thOlilgh fame Foreign 
Commodities are ad 'lanced, others of'our 
Native Commodities and ManufaCtures are 

'con!iderablY abated ~ by, the 1aft Book of 
. Rat8s. 

I can my felf remember finee tbere were 
not it London ufed fo manYWhads ot Keys 
for the Landing, of Merchants Goods, by at 
Jeaft one third pan, as now there are; anq 
thofe that were then could [caree have hn!, 
' . I ployment 
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ployment for half what they could do I and 
now notwithftanding one third more ufed to 
the fame purpote, tbey are all too little in 
a time of Peace, to Land the Goods at, tha~ 
come to Lontion. ' 

If we look into the Country, pe Ihall 
find Lllnds as much Improved LioGe the abate­
meRt of lnteTefi,. as irade, &6. in Citi s; 
that now yielding Twenty Years Purcha[o, 
which then would not have Sold for above 
Eight or Ten at moft. 

Hefides, the Rent of Farms have been for 
thefe laft 30 Years much advanced; and al­
though they have for thefe three dr four laf.t 
Years falien, that hatb no re[pea at all to the 
lownefs of Intereit at prefeot, nor to the 
other miitaken Reafons wbicb are common­
ly a{Jigned for it. 

But PriDcipally to thi vaft Improvement 
of IreJand, fince a great part of it was larel y 
Poifeifed by the Induftrous Englifh,wJlO were 
Soldiers 'in the late Arm); and the late great 
Land-Taxes. 

More might be faid.; but the Premifn be­
ing confidered, I Judge, will [ufficiently de. 
monftrate how greatly this Kingdom of Eng' 
land bath been advanced in all refpdl:s for 
there laft Fifty Years: And that the Abate­
ment of Interdl: hath beeil the cauCe there­
pf, to m~ feems moit probable; becau[e a!> 

•• 
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it'appears it hath been in England, '[0 I find 
it is at this day in all Europe, and other parts 
of the World: Infomuch that to know w he­
ther any Country be Rich or Poor, or in 
what Proportion it is fo, no other ~efti­
on needs be Refolved, but this, viz.. Whae 
J"tert{1 do they pay for Mont}! Near home 
We fee it evidently, in Scotland and Ire/tina, 
where Ten and Twelve per Cellt is p~id fOI1 
Intereft, the Pe.ople are Poor and Defpicable, 
their Perfons ill Cloathed, theif Houfes 
worfe Provided, . and ' Money intollerably 
Scarce, notwithftanding they have great 
plenty of <i ll Prov i/ions; nor will theif Land 
yield above 8 or 10 Years Purchafe almoft. 

In France,where Money is at Seven Fer cem, 
their Lands will yield about Eighteen Years 
Pnrcha[e; and tb.e Gentry who may Pofiefs 
Lands, li-ve in good Condition, though the 
l'eaiantJ are little b~tter than Slaves, bccaufe 
they can PofI'e[s nothing but at the will of 
others. 

In Italy Modey will not yield ab;)ve three 
, per eene, to be left o\1t , upon real Security; 
. there the People are Rich, full of Trad~, well 

Attired, and their Lands will Sell at 3 S to 
40 Yeafs Put'chare; anq that it is [0 or better 
with them in HoOand, is too manifeft. ' 

In Spain the u[ual Intereft is Ten and 
Twelve pey cent, and there, notwhhftand­

ing 
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iog they have tbe only Trade in the World 
for Gold ~nd Silver, Money is no where 
more fCJrce; the People Poor, D;:fpkable, 
and void of Commerce, other than fuch as 
Englip" Dutch, /t4Iiaru, 'JerI's, and other Fo. 
reigners bring to tbem; who are to them 
in effect, but as Leeches, who fuck their 
Blood and Vital Spirits from them. 

I might urge many other Inftances of this 
Nature, not onl.y out of Chri[fendom, but 
from under the TMk! Dominions, Eaft­
/"dia and A11Urica: But ,:Yery Man by his 
E~perience in ForeIgn Countries, may eafily 
inform bimfelf, whether this Rule do uni­
yerfally hold True or nut. For myjown part, 
to fatislie my own Curiollcy, r havefor fome 
Years, as occafion off< red, diligently enqui­
red of all my Acquaintance that had know­
Jedge of Foreign CouGtries., and I can truly 
fay, tbat (n·ever found it to fail in any par· 
ticular Infrance. . 

Now if upon what hath been fald it be 
granted that,lh /Affo,tbis Kingdom be Rich­
er at leafr Four-fold (! might fly,Ei ghE fold) 
than it was before an y La VI tor Imcrc:!l was 
made, and that alt CountrieJ .<Yt 4t this d lJ 

Richer or Poorer irz . .trz eXAff Propo' tton to what 
Ihey PAY, 4rzti hJtve I{{/tllily p~id f er the JI'!fCrtlJ 
of Money; It remains thar e '''lQUl ~ _arc­
fully, Whe.i herthe Abat Wt ,. 'lJ. [ilG.:rcft be 

l I ill 
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iN Truth the Caure of the Riches of any 
Country, or only the C~ncomitant or Effetl: 
of the Riches of a Country; in yvhich fee-m5 
to lie t~e Intricacy of this Queition. 

To fatisfic my felf herein, I have taken 
all Opportunities to Difcourfe this Point, 
with the mort Ingenioas Men I had the Ho­
noui to be known to, and have fcarch'd for, 
and Read aU the Books that I could ever hear 
were P'rinted agaioil Ehe Abatement of Inte­
reft, and ferioufly conlidered all the Argu­
ments and ObjeCtions ufed -by them againtt 
-it: All which have tended to confirm me in 
tHis Opinion, which I humbly offer to the 
Confide.ration of wifer Heads, vi%;. I(lbat 
tbt .afiatmltnt of ]nttt'tff i~ tJJt 4rsuft 
oft!Jt \91ofpttitp anb llUcJjt13 J)f anp 
Jf,latton, and that Ihe bringing down of Ime­
.rrft in this Kingdom from Six to fOllr or Three 

L, . per cent, will necefJarily, in leji than T wen­
ty Years tiine, d,uble the Capital Stock of the 
Nation. -

The mofi: material Objections I have met 
",ith agail'lfi: it, are as folJows ; 

Object. I. TIT abate Inttrejl, will cal/fethe 
Dutch, and orher Peopl,-that hllve Monty pur 

_ out at Iniereft. ;1'1 England, by their Friends 4nd 
, F(lEloys, to call home their Eftatts, and conft-

. , tJuemly will occafion a $r;at ft"r~itJ and _ 11IIInt 

~ MQney a",of/if HI. / 

~ 
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To this I anfwer, That if Interefr b: 

6rought but co Four per cent, no Dlltch-man 
wW call in his Money that is out upon 'good 
Security in EnglAnd, becau[e he cannot ma~ 
300ve three pLr cent of it upon lnterefr at 
home. Bu~ If ~hey fhould call horne all the: 
Money they hITe with us at Intereft, it 
wouk! be better for us than if tbey did it 
not; for the Borrower is alw{fYS "Slave to the 
Lmder, and fhall be Cure [0 be always kept 
Poor, while the other is fat and Full: HE 
THAT U5ETH A STOCK THAT IS 
NONE OF HIS OWN, BElNG FORCED 
fOR THE UPHOLDING HIS REPU. 
T ATION TO LIVE TO THE FULL, 
IF NOT ABOVE THE PROPORTION 
OF WHAT HE DOTH SO USE, WHILE 
THE. LENDER POSS!.SSING MUCH, 
AND USING LITTLE OR NONE ., 
LIVES ONLY AT THE CHARGE OF 
WHAT HE· USETH, AND NOT 0[0 
WHAT HE HATH. 

Befides, if with t his Law for Abatement 
of lQtereft, a Law for TrAnsferri11g Bills of 
Dfbt lhould pars, we fhould not mifs ' the 
Dllleh Money, were it ten times as much as 
it is amongft us; for that fnch a Law will 
cortainly fupply the defen of at leaft on; 
half of all the ready Money we have ia ufe: 
ill th~ Nation. 

Object. 
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' . Ol?j€(!t 1. If Interef/ bl AbAted, t4"d mllfl 

rife in P/lrcha{e, and COfl{eqUlfltly Rents, the" 
· t loe Fruits of the Land; and (0 111/ things lfIill bt 
Ilear, and how foall the Poor L}ve? &c. 

An!w. T o\this I fay, If it follow that th= 
P ruits .of OUr Land, in confequence of fucb 

' 8 Law for Abatement of Iotcrelt, grow ge­
ner.a lly Dear, it is a.n ev ident demonftrati. 
on thatour Ptw121e g~ow Richer; for gene­
t all ', Wh~re - (7)er1'ro1i;fiofllllre for Continl~a",e . 
of year ~ 4nr in lIf-) C UniTy; thF Feuple Arc Rj,b I 
and w~lT'e t,~e\l1ve 'mllJj' che qp throughout the 
W:orld,for l'iC vI D147>1hr People Are very Poor. 

And for our own Po,or h1 England, it is 
o bferved, Thllt th(., live }"tICr in the lJearef/ 

-' , Co!,ntries for Provipom ~han in the Cheapeft, 
anabelter In a Dc({r Tear than in "Cheap, 
(I'!fp&ciall y in relatioll to the PUblick Good) 
for that in a Gheap Y~a:rthey will not ",ark 

~ L .. above, two Qay~ ~n a Week; . their Hum0ur 
being filch, that they will not provide for 
a hard Time, but jult work fo much and 

+/ ,~. no mope, as may maintain them in that 
mean Condition to which they have b¢en 
Accultomed. . . 
. Objett 3.1J IntereJl bl ,Af,"ted, Viurm wi/J 

,All in their MOrlty I fo what P"tll GtntlITntn d, 
whore Jif/AteJ lire Mortgal,td? &c. ,. 

Attfw. I anfwer, That when they know 
they can make no more o£ theirr on.ey by 

' J , ~hlni ' 
t-
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taking out of one, and putting it in another 
hand, [l.ey '" ill not be fo foreward as [her 
llli!earen, to alter that fecurity they kno\v is 
glrod, £ r another that may be bad: Or if 
they Ihould do it, our Laws are not fo fevere 
but tbat Gentlemen may take time to dif­
ppfe of part of their Land, which immedi­
atly alter fuch a Law will yield them thirty 
years purcbafe at leaft, aDd much bette.r ii 
is for tbem fo to do, thaa to abide longer 
under that confuming Plague of Ufury, 
which hatb infeniibly dcfrroyed very many 
of the beft Families in England, as w:ll of 
our Nobility as Gentry. 

Object. + 4J Inteuft U noll' at ji ... per cent, 
rite KingsMlfjegy upon any emerf,tllc) can h"rd­
ly be rup,lyeti; lAnd if it jhou!J be rldHced to [am' 
per cent, hOIl) jlMIJ the J( ir.g find a c0l7fid~1 ab/~ 
[IITII ~[ Monty 10 be/ent him by his People. 

Aniw. I anfwer, The abatement of Int:­
ref!: to tbe People, is the abatement of inte­
aft to the King, when he hath occafion to 
take up Money; For what is borrowed of 
tbe Cil] Qf LondoN, or otber Bodiu Pol'(ic~, 
nothing can be demanded but the lege! Inte­
reft. and if tbe King have occafion to tnke 
up Money of private Perrons, being hi. Ma­
;efty, according to ~ood right, is abo\'c th€ 
commoncourfe ot Law, the Kingmuft, and 
always hath given more than the legal Rate. 

£ A; 
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A~ for Inff:ance, The legll Rate is now liy 
per cent, but his Maj~fl:y, or fuch-as havedif­
pOled of his ~lljefries E xel'~qller Tllil:~J, have 
been faid to give ten and twelve in fame 
cafes ; and if the legal Kate were ten, hi~ 
Majefty might prolJ3bly give thirteen or 

, . fOllfteen: So if Intcrefl: be brought to four 
per cent, his Mljefry fn fuch cales as he now 

.' g ives ten mult give fix: or felTen; by which 
his l\iajefty woald ba ve a clear advantage. 

ObjECt. 5. If Intert{t be abat~/j, it will be a 
trc:tt prejudice to Wsd"wl ana OrphAns, who 
have not KfI(}wledge IlIia Abilities to improvQ 
their Ef/lltesotherwifi. 

AnJip. I anfwer, that by our Law QOW~ 
Heirs and Orpb.ws can recov,er no Interefi: 
from their Parents Exmuors, except it be 
left fully and abfolutdy to the Executors 
.to difpofe and put out Money at the ciifcre­
tion of the Excelltors, for the'plofit and JoG 
of the H eirs and Orph(J '1s: And if it be fo 
left to the Executor.' dilcfe.liJn, they ma}" 
irnpro'fc the Monies left chern in Trade, or­
purcbafe of Lands and Leaf;:$, as well as by 
Interefi: : Or when not, the damage [uch 
Heirs and O"phans will fufrain in their mino-

• Tity ( being bur twe per emf) is inconfide­
rabie, in re[p~a: of the great ad'l3ntage 
will accr~'Y to the Nation in general, by 
filch abatement of lnterdl:. 

~tfide5, 
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B tides,wf.eo {uch a Law is mad, & io ur/, 

all Mc.n" l'I"i ll [0 t ?k<e care In tl1eir Life to pro' 
"ide for, and cducate their Child, (1, and in­
Jhuft lheir 'V1V~ J , as cliac no prejudice Cdn 

happen thereby; <is we fee theJe doth 1J0r 10 

HolllZlld and Italy, and other places .... here 
laterefr is fo low. 

Having now offered my thoughts in an­
f~ver to the-aforefaid Objections, it will not 
~ ami[s , that we inqui re who will b~ ad­
vantaged, and who will receive prejQdice, 
in c~[e [ucb a Law be made. 

Firft, Hi.s Majefry, as loath been faid in 
an[wer to that ObjeCtion , will, when he 
hath occafion, take up Muney on berter 
terms: Be!ides which, H~ will receive a 
great Augmentation to his Revenue there­
by, all his Ll!luis being immediately worth, 
after the making fuch a Law, double to 
what they were b~foTe; his Clljloms will be 
much. increlifed bv the increzfe of Trace, 
which mult necef[~rily in[ue upon the ala­
king fueh a Law. 

The Nobility and Gentry, whore Eftates 
lie m .. frly in Land, O1 ~ y prefently upon a!l 
they have, in{rel/d of Fifry, write one Hundred. 

The Merchants and Tradefmen,who btar tte 
Heat and Burden of the Day ( molt of out" 
Trade being carried on by young Men t hat 
tlike up Mouey at I ntereft ) will find their 

i. 1. roa~ 

/ , 
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YOtik fit lighter upon their Shoulder!~ and be 
incolUraged to go on with greater alacrity in 
their ·Bufinefs. 

o.ur Mariners, Shipwrig hts, Portm; Cloathi­
ers, P.'I'f;kers, and all forts of Labouring People 
that depend ou Trade, will be more COll­

i1antl}' and fuUyemployed. 
Our F armm fe ll the Product of tht;ir 

Lands at better Rates. Aud whereas our 
Neighbours iu the Neth.ed41JdJ (whom in re­
gard of the largeI1cfs of their Stocks,and Ex:­
periences,theSons c9miuually fucceeding the 
Fathers iu Trade to many Generations, we 
m<1y not unfitly in this cafe term Sons. of 
Anah, lind Men €if reno ron ) againfl whom 
.we tighl,Dwarfs and Pigmies in Stock! am;l ex­
per'iew.;e,. lx:ing yQl/lI'ger Brothers 9f Gentlemen 
that feldoR!, have above one I thoufand 
Pouuds, fometimes not two Htmdred, to be­
gin the World with: lnftead I fay of fuch 
young Men and [mall Stocks ( if this Law 
pafs ) we filalL bring forth our S4mpfo1!S and 
Gvii.'lhs in S~ocks,fubtilry 7 and experience in 
Trade to c~p with Ollr potent Adverfaries 
on the other fide; there being to ivery Mans 
krlOwledge that underfragds the E.wht!mge of 
London, divers. Englifh )l1erchllnts of lar!];-/: 
.£frates', which have not much part their 
!1liddIe~Age, and yet have wholly left off 
their Trades, haying ffQund the fweetne!r 
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of Interefr, which if toat lhould abate, mull:' 
ai!;a i<l fa tilt;r hands to the PlolIg?J,(which rhey 
are a, able to hold and govern nOl'I as ever) 
and alto \\Till engage them to train up tbeir 
Sons i:1 the fame "I'Oay, becaufe it will not be 
10 eaue to make them Country Gem/,men as 
now it i', v. ben Lands [ell at thirty or fouf­
ty years Purcba[e, 

For th~ Sufferers by fuch a Law, I know 
none but idle Perfons tl at live at as little 
E~pence as Labour, J\Teith.r fcatt~ring {;y their 
E.\-penctJ (0 M. the Poor may Glean aIry thing af­
ttr them, nor Working wit!, thfir b.mds Or he.,ds 
to bril'ig tither Wax or RonJ /0 tke l!omr)'Jon 
Hive of the Kingdom; bt [welling thtir own 
PU'jel by the [we,ll of other Mells Brows and 
the contriv1nces of o:btr iWms Bralrll: And holl' 
unprofitable /t U for II N.J';!,n, to fuffer lIlies 
mr~ to fuck tbe 15·~taa~ of J.luUitCP j 
needs no Demonftration. And jfir!}e gran. 
ted me, that theie will be the effd:s of an 
Abatement of Inrerefr, the i) I think it is 
out of clou':Jt, thllt the abatement of Imcrejf 
doth tend to the C1Jriching of II Nation, and con­
/equmtly hatb been one !' YMt ctlltfe of ti:'e Reches 
of the Dutch and Italians, lind rln cr;craft of 
the Riches of oltr own,J(inldom in thefe l-ift fifty 
years, 

Another Argument to prove wh'ch, we 
may draw [rom the na'ure of lntcrtf/ it felf, 

E 3 which 
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which isof fo prodigious a Multiplying na­
ture, that it mul1: of neceffity make the Len­
ders. monft nlOus rich (if they live at any 
moderate expenee ) and the Borrowers ex­
tream Poor; A memorable ill l1:ance where­
of, we loave in Old Aulily deceafed ; who 
did wifely obferve, That one H undred Pounds -
Qnly, Flit 0141 At Int ereJLtt ten per cent, aoth in 
fevemyyaars (which is bllt the Age of " Man) in­
, re4er,o above one hundred thoufandPoHl1ds: And 
if the Advantage be fo great to the Le~der, 
the lors muft be gr.eater to the Borrower, 
who ( as hath been faid ) lives at a much 
larger Expenee. And as i t is between pri­
vat.: Perfons, fo between N ation and Nati­
on, that have Comm unication one with ano­
ther. ; For whethu the Subj~ch of one Nati-
on lend Money to the SubjeCts of another, or 
Trade with tbem for Goods, the effeCt is 
the fame. As for example, a Dut,h Mer­
chJ1.nt tha t hath but fou or five Thoufand 

~ Pounds ciear s tock of his own, can ealily 
borrow and have cred it for fifteen Thoufand 
POtlnds more at 3 per cent at Home; with 
which, whether he' T rade or put i~ to ufe 
jn England, or any Conntry where Intereft 
of Money is high, he muft neceflarily ( with. 
out very <:vil Accu}c;nts attend him ) in a 
very few.years, treble his own Capital. 

This qi fcovers tIle true caufe, why the 
Sugar-
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Sflg.tr. Bakers of Hoilad can afford to give 
a greacer price for Ba b.d~eJ SHgars in Lon-) 
,lon, befides t il e [econd Freight ard Charges 
upon them between Ent,/'l'Id ar,d HoU,wd, 
and yet grow exceeding Rich upon their 
Trade: '" h reas our Ellg r-Bak,trs in Lon­
don, that buy Sugars here at their olVn 
Doors, before furb,. tl'Jditional freight and 
Charges corne upon lhc:m, can [carce live 
upon their Calli[gs., cun here payi>1g for a 
good fhare of t heir Stocks fix per emt, and 
few of them employ in their Sugar-vorh 
above fix to ten Tho\J[aod Pounds at molt : 
"\Vhereas in Holland they employ twenty, 
thirty, to founy thou fond Pounds Stock in a 
SJ'gdY. H Ol/fe, payil,g rut three per cellt at 
moll: for what they t.ke up at [ntereft, to 
fill up their [aid Stocks; which is fomctimcs 
half, fometimes three q~:rten of their 

_ w hole Stocks. A nd as it is \1\ j ell I his Tracie, 
the fame Rules hold throughout all other 
Trades wh'atfoever. And for us to fay, if 
the Dutch put .their Money to In:erefr a­
mong us, we fhall have the advantage by be­
ing full and ftulh of Coin at Horr.e; it is a 
mear ChymeYIt, and fa fdr from an Advan­
tage, lhn is is an extrea,n L0[S, rC ;1dring 
ns only in the condition of a young G1Uant. 
that hath newly Mortg~ g'd his Land , and 
with the Money thereby r. i(ed, ilurtl his 

~4 J:'odets 
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Pockets and looks big for a time, not con- -
fidering that the draught of Cordial he hath 
received, though it be :it prefent grateful 
to his Palat, doth indeed prey upon his "i· 
tal Spir its ; .. nd will in a !hart time render 
'the whole bod y of his Ellate in a deep Con­
fumption, if not wholl y confumed: Belides, j 
whatever Money th(! LJHlcb lend us, tkey 
31 ways .keep one end of the Chain at home 
in their own Hands; .by which they can pull 
back when they p1eaftl their Lean K ii'i~ which . j 

they fend here to be faqed. 
T his makes me conclude that Mores { that 

.wife·Leiiifhtor) in his forbicldingtheJews 
/ to lend Money at ufe one to anotller,and per­
, mittillg them to lend their Money Eo Stran­

gers, ordained that Law as milch to a Poli­
tical liS a ReligioHi intent; knowing that by 
the latter they fhould Enrich thdr own Na­
tion, and by the former {lo ptlblick Good 

, could in fue; tbe confequence behJ.g olily ~o 
impoveri!h one 'Jew to make a-nother Rich. 

This 1ikewife takes off dIe wonder how 
the Pe ')ple of Ifaet, out of fo fmall a Ter­
ri~o:y as they pnfeifed, could upon all oc­
(a lions fet forth fucb vaft and numerous Ar­
mies ( dmoft incredible) as all Hiftories, 
Sacred and l'rophane, report they did; 

-which is neither impoffible n~r frrange to 
~H ~bG!t h<\ve lVell conJjdcred the effects of 

their 
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their Laws concerning VfHry; which were 
fufficient to m,;ki IIny b,urm Land fnlitfHI 
and afrHitflllLllnJ;l7' entire Gllrden, which b; 
cO:Jfcqoence.would maintain ten times the 
number ofInhabitants that the famo Traa 
of Land would do where no fuch Laws were. 

To conclade, it is ( I think) agreerl on by 
all, That Merchlmt§" Artificer!, Pltrmers of 
LAlld, and fuch as depend on them ( which 
for brevity-fake we may bere include under 
one of thefe General terms, vi%:.. Sea-mel?, 
FiJher.1Jjtl1, .BreederJ of CAttle, GArdnCrt, &c.) 
are tne three (orts of People which by their 
Stud'f and Labour do principally, if not on~ 
I y ,bring ill Wealth to a Nation from abroad; 
otber kinQs Qf People, vir.. Nobility, Gemry, 
LAwyers, Phyftciam,. Scbolars of all forts, and 
S/', p.keqtTJ, do only hand il from one to a­
Bother at home. And if abatement of lnte­
refl: ( betides the general benefit it Bringli 
to all, except the Griping DroniJh Vforer ) 
will add new Life and Motion to thofe mofi: 
profitable Engines of the Kingdom, as ( I 
humbly fuppofe ) will be manifeft upon fe­
riolls conuderation of what hath been [aid; 
then I think it will be out of @oubt, that 
abatement of Interen is the Caufe of in­
creafe of the Trade and Riches of any King. 
dom. 

Suppli-
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Suppliluenr. 

T HE fore-going • Difcourfe I Wrote 
c in the Sicknefs-Sumrner, at my 
! . Country-Habitation. not then in­

tending to publifh it, but only to communi­
cate it tt;> forne HonouFable and Ingenious 
Friends of the prefent Parliament, who were 
pleafed to take Copies of it, for their own 
deliberate Confideration and digeltion of 
,he principles therein.afferted; Vv hich at firft 
Were. ftrange to them, as I ex.pc:tt ttey will 
beto!l'loft.others, till they have fpent fome 
time in thinking on them; after which I 
doubt not but all Men will be convinced of 
the Truth ofthe-m, that have not fome pri-

, yare Intereft of their own 'againft them, e:~­
ler"",l to the general Good of the Kingdom. For 

• fureI am they have a Foundation in NtMltre" 
and that accoroing to the excellent Sir Wil 
lillm Petty's Obfervation in .his late Dif­
courfe concerning Taxes, Res nO/lint male 
Admimil1iftrari: Nature muIl: and will have 
its courfe, the matter in Erzg/and is pre-, 

pared 
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pared for an Abatement of Iotereil, a d it 
cannot long be obfrruCted ; and,after the next 
abatemeot, wbo ever lives founy years lon­
ger !hall [€e a feco nd Abatemeflt; for we 
!hall nerer Rand on even ground in T fade 
with the D utch, ti ll Intereft be t be [Gme 
with us, as it is wi th them. 

H is Majefty wa~ gracioully pleafed at the 
opening of the laft Seilion of this P .,rli;t­
ment, to propare to tbe CQllfideration of 
both loloures, tbe Ballancing of the Trade of 
the Nation : to effeCt which, in my opinion, 
tile Abatement of Intereft is ,t he tirll and 
Principal .Engine which ought to be fe t on 
work; which notwithftanding, I fhould not 
have prefumed to expofe it to publick cen­
fore on my own fingle opinion, if J had not 
had the concurrence of much bet ter l udge­
ments than my own; baving never [ceo 
any tbing in Print for it ( though much a­
gainfl: it) nntil the latter end of 'j;tnU4Y] 
Iaft; at wbich time, a Friend whom I had 
often difcour[ed with upon this SubjeC1:, 
met with, by accident, a fmall TraCt to the 
fame purpofe, wrote near fifey years ago, 
which he gave me, and I have for publ lC~ 
Good thought fit to annex it hereunto) 
'lierbatim. 

The Authoy of the faid Traa, by the Il:iJe 
thereof, [eerns to have been a COllntry-Gen_ 

Ilem(ln 
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tJ~mlll1, anq my Education hath momy been 
'that of a Merchan;, fo I hope that, going 
. together, they may, in fome meafure fupply 
the defect~ of each other. 

Another reaf.on that induced me to tbe 
Printing ofthem together, is, betraufe what 
he Wrote then, would be the conffquemces :. 
of the Abatement of Interetl: from ten to 
fix per cent, I have I think tully proved to 
the conviction of at! Men not wilfully blind,. 
have been the real effects thereof, anQ that 
to a greater proportion than he did prernite; ' 
every Paragraph whereof was writ by me, 
and Copies thereof delivered to feveral 
worthy Memb~rs of this ParLiament, many 
Months before ewer I faw or heard ofthis, or 
any thing dre Writ or Printed to the like 
purpofe. 
. What I have aimed at in the whole, is 
the good of my Native Cl!luntry, otherwife 
I had not bufied my felfabout it, for I want 
not employment f\lfficient of my own, nor 
have reafon to be opt of love with that I 
have. 

Tl\~ feveral Particulars In the beginning 
of this Treatire, relating to trade, I have 
only hinted In general ter.ms.; hopiLlg that 
fome abler Pef\, will hereaftet· be incited 
fer the fervice 9f his K.ing and COllntry, to 
~nlarge more particularly upon them. 

Before 
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Bofore I conclude, though I hav~ fiudi­

cd brevity in the whole, I cannot omit ti.e 
in[~rting of one Objellion more, whidi I have 
lateiy met Witil, to the main delign of this 
Treqtife, viz, 

Obje&. It is faid that the lownefs of !nte­
reft of Money in HQllaTfd,is not the EFFECT 
OF LAWS, but proceeds onl V !< R:-O M 
THEIR ABUNDANCE THEREOF, for 
tha-t in H.Uand there is no Law limiting 
the rate nfU[ury . 

.4nJw. I anf wer, that it may be true, that 
in HoUlfna there hath not lately been any 
Law, to limit Ufury to the prefent rate it is 
now at, i. e. three or feur per cem ; although 
molt certain it is, that many years lince, 
there was a Law that did limit it to five or 
Lix at moil:: And by confequence, thtTe 
would be a renewing of that Law to a leffer 
rate, were it neceffary at this time; It hA­
ving aiwllys bem the Policy of that People to 
ktep down the Interr[f of their Money, thY/ie or 
fOltr per cent, under the rail of what u rtfuall, 
paid in their Neighbouring Countr;,s, which 
(being now naturally done) it is needlefs to 
ure the Artiftcjlil Stratagem of a Law to efta­
hlifh· 

An[w. 2.. Although they have no Law ex­
preQy, limiting Intereft 3t prefent, yet they 
have other Laws w~ich we cannot yet arrive 

to, 
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to, which do effect {he fame thing among 
them', i!.nd would do the like among us, ir 
we caeld have them: One whereofi<, their 
"fcertaining REAL SECURITIES by their 
PUrlLlCK REGISTERS : For we fee evi­
dent! y, Money is not fo much wanti~g in 
Ell gland as Securities, which Men acwunt 
infa ll ible; a remarkable Inftance whereof 
is, the Ea{l.Jndili Company, who can and do 
take up what Money they pleafe for four Fer 
ClNt at any time. . 

Another Law is, Their conftitution of 
BANKS and LUMBARDS, whereey private 
Perrous that have but toUerable credit may 
be LiJPplyed at ealie Rates from the State. 

A third, arid very cODliderable one, is 
Their Law for Transferring IIill' of Debt, 

.mentioDed in the beginning of this Dif· 
courfe. . 

A fourth, which is a Cuftom, aad in ef • . 
feet may be here to our purpofe accounted 
as a Law, is the extraordinary Frugality 
ufed in all their P~btick. AffAirs, which in 
their greateft Extremities haTe been fnch, 
as not to compel them to give above four 
per cent forthe loan of Money. Whereas it 
is faid, Hu M"jc(fy in [ome c n{es of e:t;iglflcy, 
where the National SI,pp!ies have not coml in til 
all!w,r the prefent Eme'lencies of Affairs, h4!b 
bcminforced to :iflt Bbolle fbt "flllil lV4tes 10 

Ggfd-



( 3I ) 
Gold-Smiths; and that encouraged theLh to 
take up great Sums from private Perfons at ' 
the full raleoffix p'Y cerlt, whereas fqrmer­
ly they tlfuall y gave but four per CCTlt other­
wife, in-humane probability, Money would 
bave"iallen of ic f~;f to four per ccr.t. 

Blt again to conclude, Every Ntlfion does 
proceed according to pCC/llillr methodJ of thei,. 
oWN is the Tran[aaiom of their pltblick AffAirs 
and Lal!l.nzal:f.n~,' And in this Kingdom it 
hath always been the Cofrom to Redllce the 
rate of Inter-eft /1y a L"w, when NAtHre had 
prepartd the matter fit for fitch lin alterlltion, as 
nOIl1 1 Jay it h.tth. By a Law it was reduced 
from an unlimired rate, to ten; and after­
wards from ren to eighc;after chat from eight 
to fIX. And through the Bleiliog of Al­
mighty 60d, tbis Kingdom hath found, as I 
think I have 6dly proved, and every Mans 
Experience will witners, prodigious fuccefs 
and advanragethereby. And I doubt not, 
through. the like Bleiling gf God Almighty, 
but this Generation will find the like great 
and good effects, by the redu[\ion of it from 
tile to four, which is now at the Birth. .And 
tbat the next Generation will yet fee far 
greater Advantage by bringing it from four 
to three per ~e,,'. 

A 
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'- --Jntereft of Money 
CQNyIDERED) &c. 
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C HAP. 1. 

A {hort Reply to a Treatife, 
Entituled, Intereft of lIioney 
Miftaken. 

TH E R t was never any thing Pro­
pounded for Publick Good, that did 
not meet witil Oppofition. ariiing 

fometitnes from the different Apprchcnfi­
ons of Men, in regard of the way, who yet 
have the fame defign as to the end; fome­
times from a difl1ke cfthe Perf on Propound­
ing, or the Humour of fuch as would bav~ 
nothing brought into the World but by 

F thelr 
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, their own Mid wifery; and are therefore 
only difpleafed with a tbing, b?':aufe they 
were not tbe firll: Propofers of it them­
feliJes; fometimes fPOm~ a more invettrate 
al}d corrupt PrinCiple of wifhing tbings 
wvrfe, becaufe they are not W'-:!1.. hating 
that any thing,lhoule!- b? reft).rmet!,~)ecau[: ., 
they cannot hrmg all tlungs to the figarf" -
tL1eir own Fancies;alld fOlmtimes from o?hcr 
bye Refpeas :lnd private Interefts. 

Whether any, or which pf tbeCe. bath 
moved my Oppofir, I will not hlre detcrmine, 
beellufc: I know hrm not, but J·.~ViDg tbali 
to tb€ Judgment of the Impartial Reader, 
if the Gentlemafl's love to his Country b& 
fu€h a$ he Profdfeth, and equal with mine, 
I ·fbali,not doubt but after a more feril)us 
Examination of the Matter, he will agree 
wirh me in the very thing defired. 

In the beginning of bis Treatif~ he recites 
nineteen Obfervatilmr of mine, ~s means 
wherpby the D:acb have encreafed their 
Trade and Riclies ; ' ,~!l.d Page 9. [eems to 
IIpprcve of them all, faying as I told .him, 
2$ alh he doth, Page 22. Th"t m,re m:t,ht 
b~ added; but ,is no~ [0 kind to his Country 
to kt us know whJt they are; which if he 
had dODO, would h2Ye been more agreeable, 
to his pretended CandQr, and as well of 
lIlf¢ ro his Ii::Quntry~ as an evid~nce of his I 

own 
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olVn S,Jifi(!ency; it being a mn:h ealier 
thing (0 CllnJ. at what otber lII~n have dVilC, 
lhan to prelenc the \Vorld Wltu any thing 
new and material of onr own. 
, PJge ~~ ( pailing O'fer many othclji) -tc: 

• ~arre S at:tbat F.aceriollS lnftance of 8oble­
..,. v{{"';wo,ring il1 former titJleJ Sate>jn DOllblctJ 

'lPJ1.:-C.HVIfJ BolC~J, which is tbe moft incon­
fiJerahle infiance of many; yet, upr)ll the 
whol: he concludes with moo, That ll'! (l,: 

l1IU'~ • ocher lV'" th.n ';;)t wrr~ b /r,re :; y Lai1J 
or fnt. rr:7!J.:;plIs m.,de, .1' d thlJt n'e 1",11, 'grown 
itbcr finef ,I" AI"'ttlXt7If 0/ Intrrel! Iro" ,0 

t~ 8 per cent, al,d JCI W)rf Riw fi;;ce /; rr.u 
.Abated frDlu 8 106 per cent; w hieh Page 10. 

hc:.ConfeJTcl.h, and Page I T. he lmplicitely 
C~mfc:lfetb, and Page 14. ExpreOy, That ac. 

'cordmg to tbe more or It/i Imercft Il"Y C .un; rJ 
p.1YS (or Money, the Ric/m' or Poorer It is. I am 
glad we are thus far agreed, and that my Op­
pofer ii [0 well Infl:ruaed, boping 1 Ihail 
with the lefs difficulty per[wade him to a 
'perfect Undcrfranding of the 11rinciple in 
Coolroverfie, wherein <~ yet I think it will 
appear he is no great Mllter. 

BlIt btfore I enier into rhe Metter, !. 
mult td! the Gentleman, he: lUlth )10 c~ur:: 
to boa!!: as to tbat partit:ular Infbnce coo· 
cerning Noble Men'; former m.aner Cloa(h. 
ing; for what 1 thence Inferred was C~l'~ 

, F l uinl}' 
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tainl y tt:ue, as to the time I [poke, of, w hie;; 
was of a time within the mcn1"-~Y of a Man 
the'b living, finee Trade Vias JrItroduced in. 
tc? this Kingdom; which he endeavours to 
o\"erthrow by an Infrance but ~f ~fe time:, 
when Noble-men kept [viulwudes \f>f Re­
tainers abcmt 200 Y cars paft, viz,. :1ef01'" 
Henry th€ 7th's time, and hefore Tl<d<le­
was underftood in Englat/d, which I think 
is nothing to this purpoce. Pag;: 1 r. Tbe 
Gentleman reciting my Anfwf[ to ~t Ob.­
jeaion. That if lntmft be Abalt,,/~e Dutch 
wiD call home their Moue]; To which I Tcpl~-'" 
t:d, That if they Ihould, it would ht bettl.'r 
for us, The Borrower bejr;g .dwlt]J a S/4'lle to 
the Lender.; w bicb, he faith, Is no more 1n.tht 
r;afe of Englifh lind Dutch, than if! tl,at, of 
Englilh ana EngJiih. And Page 12. at the­
beginning, he faith, That 1 hlt'lle difcovmd 
my deJign Qf EnR"offing " JI Trade il'lto the Hands 
of a few Rich Merfihants, who have Money c­
?ltongh of their 'own tQ Ti'.Jde witb, to the e.vcifJ­
dJng /fIltroting Men th4t fM'lt it. . 

In which two Affel tions I appeal to all 
Rational Men, whether the.. Gentleman be 

: not in a very great Ei-ror, as to the very 
Nature of the Principle he Difcourfeth? For 
if one Englijh-m61n lend to another, be the 
111tereft high or low, between theal two 
~othiDZ is got orloft to the Nation; where-

ll$ 



( 37 ) 
~s if a Dlltcb Man lend Money to an Engljf11 ' 
Man, he a.t; lengrh carries home both Prin­
cipal and lri~ rcft; which Intere!t,be it more 
&r lefs, js a (I ar tofs to the NatiQR; W \lich 
is foevident, (hat I hepe my Opporer, when 
~ hath ~ght upon it again, will not l:p-

'; braid rr£for begging the Quefrion, becaufe 
':{,o;o.Oh: flot tbe Reader with tbe particu­

lar .proof of thefe things which I hear. DO 

Man deny, a!)d therefore conclude, every 
Man will grant: For whether Janow be 
wId iss not t:l fit 5tifputdr. 

In hi$~\bnd Affcnion likewlfe, Thattbe 
, .!;Si;cffieDt of Intereft tends to the engrof­
f~g of Trade Into !lf~w Rich Men~ han~ 
to the exduding -ofYGnng Men, r appeal to 
th$ Judgment of all Untierftandiog Mer­
cb\lnts and Rational Men, WbC,hcrtbc Gen­
tleman be not miferably mifcakcn? And 
Whethcrthe o'<!'Jer:failing EffdlS of a high 
Inl-ere1i:,all theWorid o-ver~ bellot to Enric.h 
a fewgreatly,lln<l1 Impoverilh the gelleraliqr 
of Traders ? .£0 itil; in:,TRrkcy, where lute­
refr is at 20 per C(lIP; and upwards, if wen lay 
believe thofe hondt and worthy THrkpy M;:r­
chants, WhO !lfCDOWtlpon the ExcftJlmge, ami 
hue lived long in that Country; aDd fQ ic 
was with us ben'. wilen ioterclt was at 10 

per cent, and upw.ard-s, as I h2ve ,alre:ldy dc­
monftrated by t h.e:inftam.ces .of Siltt~)I, Gre_ 

, F 3 foam 
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<:.. fh i!(fl, Ctttven and Spencer; fo that he mufi: 
be paturally Blind, or put am his f.yes.li'Wha 
doth pot fee. that the .a~flt£mtt of Jntt' 
ufht" a 911ft\dIl.i£ f-~lrtdyn: Hence it 
fo ll ow" that as few Great and Rich Mer .. 

, Ch~Jlts, , whofe E!1:ates, are Perfon~( except 
they have al[o grt!?tSouls) call bear t~e Dlf- ' 
eourfe 0f Abating lntereft with mor~~a~~,­
enee. rh1i~U[u:r ers, well know!ng that it ~~ 
necefiarlly retrench their prefent Profits by 
eJ}crealing, tae nUillfuer of Tnders; which 
t hough it be a fmall 10fs to Ind\YidtiaJ.W will 
be a 1aft gain to the fjieneralit~e Na-.,4 
tion. 'At. the lowen .end of Page 12. Hir<­
W ord's ir:e,. thatia t1il¥ i~]fi;gnce of old fill"" 

leis- ohferving' thQt tQO /. at 10 ,er Gent, 

would in 70 Yrars 'amount to 160000 I. he 
3fflrms" f 11m no lell _11/iftd~Tl ,1o.tTl in ot~r 
'thingJ. , • 
. " Truly; if[ have'miftook no mere in other 
t hings than in that, in filch an untroden 
Path as this J h~ve fgile<il ,much lees than 
I C011ld hope for; to clemonftrate which I 
Ilav:e here infeIted ,8 !hort Table, !hewing 
tha t [00 1. at that Rate, riCeth (within a tri-

I fle) [0 200 t. in Seven Years, Intereft upon , 
lntereft; fo that the ufual Accompt is and 
was (01'merly, that Money doubles once in 
SeVf;n Years, at 10 per cmt, according to 
whi,ch Rule 100 t. i-n Seventy Years, amounU. 
~() !01;90 II . Onf 
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Ou HH!J.~"(d PUH1:ciJ "t T(n P.m,d, per Cem, 
P!l' J~on\rn, at In/tuft IIpOIJ Intertftt. cn-
creaferb tLlu, viz. 

L. S. i D . . A T;:£ffr . 100 00·00 . ) 

. . 'A t 3 Months, it is 1 02 10 CO 
0=' ~ ~Months.,. 105 I 03 

At"'9 Months, Ie? 13 9 
At :u Mouths, 1.10 07 7 
At Year ~ l:3 '02 9 
At I ear ',/ 1 5 1,9 4 
At 1 Ycl;: t 118 17 4 
~ 2 Years, 121 16 9 
At 2 Years ~ 12-4- 17 g 
At 2 Years: 128 00 
I)t 2. Years ~ 13! 4 
A.t 3 Years, '34 9 9 
At ~ Years 4- 137 I7 0 
At 3 Years} I4! 5 TO 
At 3 Years f 144- 16 6 
At 4 Years, 148 8 )I 

At 4 Yean ~ 152 :3 I 
At 4- Years i- T55 19 .1 
At 4 Years .~ 159 17 .l 

At 5 Years, J63 17 
At 5 Years; }67 19 0 

At J Years z 17 2 3 0 
At 5Yean~ 176 ' 9 
At 6 Years, 180 17 3 

F 4 A~ 
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At 1'6 YC!lrs * 18) 7 9 
At 6, Years .. 190 ", ) 0 
At q Years ~ Irt ]5 5 
At 7 Years, 1~9 12. 10 

( 

pUffofint O'Je Hundred POH1lJJ to~ollbic in 
Sevc# Tears 1ft 1l1tU'cjf lipan Inte1'l,,11. 111 

Ajorefaid, the ctr"rc"fo il) viz. . '-.­
L~--

At firtf; 
At 7 Y&lrs 
.At 14 Years 
At :lI Years 
At 28 Years 
At 35 Years 
At 4J. Y ars 
At 49 Years 
_-'It 56 Year> 
At 63 Y8ars 
At 70 Years 

109 

1600' 

3200 
6+00 

12800 
25~OO: 
51200 

102400 

Page J 3- he faith,. n,,;; 1 ma1:t 14ft of tit, 
'Abllje of IntCrfji, w/;jch U(j MllrJ plead:s f6r, all~ 
nt;.:/r;g" D_'fi:GHrfe tlgainft Inttrt{i-,'lflrit in 1621. 
1P~Jm 1t m..u at 13 per cent, ~nJr4'1louriltg there­
by to impo{c It Belitj tb.it fhl G~jtJwl"n ~bo rv';, 
tb./f Difcoil1f~ 'If"J of my 1'lliltd; fPhert:.u it m"J 
b~ j:lppO{"/, th~ Author of t/;.lt Boo~ '1M' 'Oil. 

,mterl,Pllh 8 per cent ,bcc/ilIJft within FIUIY TMTJ 

(j tcT it 1".1J broHght down I' (hilt R,,", AlIA ,I'd' 
I1tJ; c1'-
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otiJeY'rNfi he wOIl/d bIn:, writ jl!rtJm, it bfi"l 
Frob" Ie t~"t he might live 111/ afw· FOIIT 1"&"ys. 

I anfwc.':\, That through the Mercies of 
Almighty ~od, and for the Good of bll; 

Kingdom, that Poltriot of hls Country, pld 
Sir Tiw;:uf eNlpepper, who I have fiuce.;xcJl 
a£[ufP<I was the Anthor of that Treatife, did 

r" liv,above Twenty Years after the writlng 
ta-ereof; anathen publifhed a Second Trea­
tife, which was lately Re-rrinted by his 
wlU"thy Son; which Second T,eacife is now 
to I:l .. ;..had ~ Mr. W!lkin[01l'S, over again~ St. 
Dlmjf"'f-!,· Church III Fleet-Strut, whICh I 
would advife my Oppofer to Read, and then 
I bope he will be more rpodeft hereafter, 
than to mif-call the moil: N!!tural and Rati­
onal Conc1uMoDs, IMP 0 SIN G S. 

But left h" ihould not meet with the faid 
Treatife, I {ball here infect a few Lines out 
of it to the prefept purpore, vi:z:.. 

Old Sir ThomlU fpeaking of the certain 
good Effects of the Abatement of lntereft 
from fO to 8 pcr ,,"t, Page 19. of hi. Second 
T reati fe, fuith, This good [/lccefs doth ctil/upon 
U4 not to ,-eft here, bilt thtlt w, bring the Vie for 
Money to a low" Rtlte, which now I FppoJe wiU 
find no Oppofition ; for all ObjeEfionJ,which before 
the St<ttU/e were made tlgainjf it, are n~wtll1f."'()er­
cd by the Sllccefs; and mofo certainly tbe benrfit 
will be TIIIJch grMtfr to the Common Weallh, by 

- falli"l 
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or 6 per cent, than it W~IJ from callif'i it down 
from:lo to & per cent. I fhall noiComment 
upon ~is 'Words, .but only declfr~ that, in 
Tru l h, I never heard of this TJ<elltife, nor 
o~ a~ other to the like effeCt, wheii'"'"~rote 
~n~ • 

Page J 3. The Gendem:m brings up t.!£:_ ": 
Batalia, and, like a frOUt Champion for die ' 
fiie and timorous heard of Ufurers, plants 
his main Battery agllin!l: that part whit .' I 
confelfed to be weakefr, viz:.. tha ' th /diffi- ' 
cnlty of tbis Quefrion is, Whethtr t IOWRefs­
of Intenft </Je tbe c(Ju[e 01' the Effea of Ricbes ! 
And he p'ofitively denies th{lt the lownefs of ' 
Interefr is the Caule, and affirms it to be 
only the EffeCt thereof; which he endea­
vours to proV'e by fOllr Arguments, which I " 
fhall particularly Anfwer in due place; ia 
the mean time ufe my own method to prove, 
That the Abatement of Intere{f by a Law .in 
England wiD be a mtam to improve the RicheJ 
of thjs Kingdom: And I prove it thus; 

What-
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J'~ )Advance the value of Land in purChafe,~ 
2, Improve the Reot of Farms, 
3. What r Encreafe the bulk of Foreign Trade, Mull: ~~ a 

eTe M I " I d ft ' k A "Ii procuClug 
4'~doth u tIp 'f ome lC ",rn cers, ' ~caure of 
5" (Eneline t11e Nation to Thriftinefs, Riches, 
6, Employ the Poor, 
7· Encreafe the Stock fli Peo.ple, 
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cnrra~lt Price of our Lands in linfiana, was • 
'7 Twelv~ Years P,ufcha[e.t . 4nd .. fJ: 1 r..ave 

been .jlflured by many _AHcrent LY("n whom 
I haN~'queri~d pa.rticp~rly as t1th1s Mat-
ter ; band I find It tf> by purdl,afes made 
ahlJut that time by my own Relat~ arid l _ 

AcqJ,laintance i and I prefuijJe tha t any 
Nobleman or GenEleman of b1gl,md,,~ ._ 
only commanding the Stewards of thtlh':O­
Mannors t9 give them Lifts out of Records 

• of any Mannors and Fai'tl/s rhat theit: Gran9" 
Fatbers, or Fllthc;rb hlought Of<' {old .,&,cy 
Years paIt, wJ.U fiPd)~apthe fame ~s, to 
be now Sold, w~1,11c1 yleld (one with ano­
ther) at ledt,treble the 'Money, and in forne 
cafes fix- times- the · Mo~eJ t~y were then 
Bought and ,SQiQ for; Wt\ICR I [ubmic frill to 
the fingleand joint Judg)nerllS of the Ho­
nourable Members -of beth Houfes of PatH. i' 
IIment; wlw, being the greatefl: Owners of ~ , 
our Territory, are, in theil" private, as well 
a~ in their FoUtick,Capadtie~, the moil: pro­
per and experimental Ju<iges of th1s Cafe; 
.if the Ancient of thel).1 will plea.fe to Fecol­
lea their Memorie9,_ apd tbe Younger will 
plea[e to be infol-med by their Elder Ser­
vants? and if this be fo, it cannot be denied, 
hu~ the Abatement of Intere!!; by a Law, 
.hath greatly advanced Lands in Purchafe as 
well as !mprovcd Rents, by ill . orating the 

Lands 
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Lands themfelvcs, thofe improvemclhs by 
Marling ... L;m~ing, Draioing,G'-c. having 
been ma~: Hoce Money was at 8 a",* per 
cent, v.hic 10 per Unt could not bear 

And r. prove that Land. were tLen at 
~, ',] 

Tw;:, 'e Years Purchafe, I have the wri.uen 
Tel1:imofl 7 of that incomparabJe worth), 
.redon Sir ThomllfJ CHlpepptr, Senior, who, 
Page I I. of His ErI! Treatife, expre!ly af­
~rns, T, at L:::na WJ4 thw tit Twelve TelilTI 

1-. T.cb .. fe I who, being him [elf a Grave and 
Anc'''f).t 7~r1iament Man, and dedicating his 
Book to the then Parliament, whereof he 
was then a Member, cannot, without horri­
ble Uncharitablenefs, be prefumed to impofe 
upon his Country. 

And DOW that oor Interefr is at 6 per cent, 
8S the fame wortby Author did wirely fore­
fee, I appeal to the Judgment and Experi­
ence of my Country. Men, whether the ge­
nuine Price of our Lands in Engl.1nd now 
would not be 20 Years Purchafe, were it 
not for accidental Prelfures, under which it _ 
labou:s at pI efent, fucb as thefe ;-

1. Our late great Land-Taxes. 
2. Ana principally the late great im­

provement of Irtla~,J, mentiol'led in my for­
mer Tre2~ife, the confeqnence whereof is, 
that that Coantry now fupplieth Foreign 
Market!, as well as our own Plantations 

in 

v 
J 
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in A!~eric&, with Beef, Pork, Hides, TIIllow, ' 
Brea1, Be~r, . "Vool alld Corn, ar cheaper 
RatJvthao we can ai"ord, to the!,eatiog us 
on(~'tho[e Tradesl whereas for~erly, vit:;.. 
PrlC[e.i;!tly afterthdate Irijh War, ~ Men 
gr:.!.. gooa Elbtes by Traofporring 7-:l{!!,lifb 
CatUe, tli-ither. . , r-

And that the Improvement of Ireland, 'tt 
the principal caufe why oUf Lands in Pr.r­
ch~fe rife not as naturally they lliould, wit~ 

. th~ faU o·f our Interdt, appears , evide~y 
L.t .froro the effeCl the fall of Intereili~-bau 
, lIpon H9ufes in London? where the growth 

of if.relal1d could have no [och deftruaive { 
Influence; which bath been f@ conliderable, 
that whoroever will pleafe to inform them-­
fel ves by old Scriveners, ' elr ancient D.eds, 
thall fiud,that a Houfe! in LQndon, about Fifel 
Years.-paft, that would [eM but for 300 . 

-at m01'l;,would readily fell within a !hort 
t ime after Intereft was brought to 8 por 
cent, at 5 or 600 t. and the fame Houres to 
be fold fometime! after Interefl: was brought 
to 6 per cent, '1.i~. before and after the late 

I... Dutch War, would have yielded withom 
fcru flle 1000 or 120'0 I. The Abatement of 
Imereil: having had a double effect upon 
Houfes, by encrearillg 'Trade, and c('lofe. 
quently Fairing Rents, as well as cncreallng 
tile numbei' of Ycar~ PL11'ehafe. 

3. A 
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3. A third Rearon why Land doth J.lot at 

prt[cnt bear an exact Poronion to 
en-f, whii.·(! ilioulJ naturally be twenty,]' ars, 
is the hlte '11ague ~ hich did much depOIl! 1 te 
this Kin~om. l -

+..:r'ne bte fire in L ondon, which ~h 
engaged Men in Building in the City, wbo 
~"\)erwire would have been Purchafing in the 
-Country. 

5. The urual Plenty of Corn, which hath 
!:'cen for thefe three or four Years paf!; in 
m:i1 putS of Chriflendom, tbe like where­
of hath been re1dom knolvn, it happening 
moil commonly, that when one Country 
hath had great Plenty, others have had great 
Scarcity. -

6. He racking lip of Rents In the Year 1651. 
, and r6)~. which wa~pre[ently after the laft 

Abatement of Inure/I:. 
A Seventh accidental Reafon why Land 

doth not Sell at prefeDt, at the Rale it na­
turally fuould, in proportion to the kgal 
Ineheft, is, That im10?):lttd Prnti:ice of Ban~rs 
i" LocGon, which hath more elf-cts attend­
ing it than mof!; I conver[c with have yet ob­
[(rveu; but I fuall here take notice of that 
only which is to my pre[ent pllrpo[e, '1)i~. 

The Gentlemen, that are }ffmk.erl, having 1 

large Intereil from his Majc/fy, for wbat 
they ad vallce upon his M"jt flin Reve1/14e ; can 

afford 
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affof'd to give the fullleg~l Intereft to all 
PerIrms that put Money into the;r Hands, 

, thoi'~ for nefer fo /hart or lo;'g a time; 
w111f:11 makes the Trade of Uf{;y fa eafie, 
I\nu 'hitherto fafe, that few, a\~ having 
futmd the fweetnefs of this lafie wav-of im­
provement ( being by continuanc(t and fue­
eefs grown to fancy themfelves fecure inb) 
can be led (tl>ere being neither cafe nor pw; 
fit to inviTe tbem) to layout their ManCil 
in Land, though at I 5 Years. Purc~~ ; 
w bereas before "this way of private ~allker­
iog came up, Men that bas Money were for- , 
ced oft:enrimes to let it lye dead by them, 
until they could meet with Securities to 
their minds; and if the like neceffity were 
rlew of Money lyiilg dead, the lofs of Ufe for 
[he dead time being deduCted from the pro- -
fit of 6/. per cent (commlmiblU tfl71Vu) would 
in effect take off 1 l. per cent per annum of tbe 
profit of Ufury, and confequcntly incline 
Men mere to Purchafe Lands, in regard"tb« 
clitferenG:e between lirury aua Ptlrcbaling 
would not in point of profit be fo great as 
now it is; this new Invention ofCafbiering, 
having in my opinion clearly bettered the 
Ufurers Trade I or 2 ,tr cent per I!nnum. 
And:tbat this way of leaving Money with 
Gold. Smiths hath had the aforefaid cffea, 
feems evident to me fromEhe Scarcity it 

makes 
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makes of Money in tIle Coun tr . for . e 
Ttade of B,m,lrJ being only in 0 I'ton,-~th 
y ry much d':pin the re'-'y ,!Ollcy f[odt II 
other par 511 the h ingdom. 

T he fecund roint [ am to:rrove, is , T hdt). 
. it will advance the Rent of Farms. t' 

J~ Plove that it did fo in -act, deperds 
onjtnemory; and hr my 0 on pan, I, and 
mUJt others I converfe with, do perfetl:ly 
rcn~mu~r that Rom did generally rife after 
tbe lLe abatement of Ir:tereft, (VI::". ) in the 
ear 1651. and 1651. 

The reafon .... h, t bey did fo, 'as from the 
tTIcouragcment v/hich that abate:men of In­
tcreft gave: to LalJalordJ and Ten.11m, t{) im­
prove by Draining , M llrling, LimCllfg, &c. 

fxceUtntly made out by t he .fore faid two 
\Vonh ll Authors, fa that I do ( I thInk with 
goed Rea[on) concluue that [he prefent fall 

-"ofRen£! is not natural , but .ccldental, and t'O 

, be afcribed principall po the foregolrg Rea-
• fans, given for th l.: pI efcnt aGate1fc't of 

LAnd in purcha fe, and t.p cia,ly to the late 
fmproveOl.:.n t of I e" d 

The third t hlng I t) ;,rr) 'Z, I , Tl',at 
tre abatement. f n cr :t ''Iii ,Icr.;:a~. the 

'1>ulk of foreign T r·ade, w - I 'de t' 1 .. 
By evjd~r ce Gf fa t, i ha h :'eer fo in Eng­

land, th, tllcre;;{t of 147 [r"d, hll h IWI1J' f I" 
I"wea (he I!batemwt of 01,;- tC eft I>J L ow, I fay, 

G 'JOG 
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n~ preceded, but followed it, and the~ 
C(~ doth alwa~s go before the 7!flltt, ~bich 
Id.lnk ( have eVidently demonf~rated m my 

}o~,ner Treatife. ~ 
\ If any doubt of this, and wr~ be at the 
p'~,ins to examin the C"jiom.im'fe BooKs, they 
may foon be refolved. . . 

2. By Author;,'!; not only of that ancie'p.t: 
6 entleman Sir ThomA. C IIlpfpper in his fecol: d 
Treat ife, and therein of the Judgemen,riof 
the Frtncb King and Court, in an Edict (here 
reci t~d; but likewife of a Parliament of Eng. 
land, King, Lordi And Commons, in the Act 
for reducing it to 6 per cent, in the preamble­
whereof are 6hefe Words, viz.. Fora/much '" 
the Abltremtnt of Intereft from loin the Hun­
dred in former rimes, hAth· been foulld by notabit: 
Exptrienct benefici'al to the AdVAncement of 
Trllde, ll11d improvement of Lands by g~od HUI_ 
bttndry, 'With many other eonjiJerabJe AdVllntA­
les to ihi! Nation, efp,cjIClly the mJ!lcing oj it 
fa a neaYer proportioll with jorei~n Stllte1, with 
lvhom worafftclt: And wherMI in frefh memory. 
rhe [Jiz.ef,dlfrom 8 to 6 in the HHndredby alate 
conftum PrActir;e, hAih found the like fHccefi to 
thl g enerlll con!tntmwt ofthu N{ltidn, liS uviji.. 
hie by feveral Improvement1, &c. , 

3. By nI:C<jf:lry curljeqltences; when Interefr 
is abated, they who call in their Money mult 
¢ith~r buy Land or Trade with it : If they 

buy 
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~ buy Land the many Buyers will r«Jre d~ 
b prfce of Land : If ehey T rade t hey encr ~ 

the Dumber~'C Traders, and confiqucn'1~_ 
be bulk of T · de; and let their Money Lf 

dead 97 the " think I have f'llly proved they )-
tannot, in an addition I publilh to my firftj" 
Obfor1t1tions. 

~
BY ret'Jon; for firft, whilft Interefr is 

at t er cmt, no Man will run an adventure 
to St for the ga in of 8 or 9 per cent, \'II hich 

• he nutc/' having Money at 4- or 3 per cent at 
tereft are contented with, and therefore 

1C~'l and do follow a vafl: t rade in Salt from 
St.l V.al, Rochel, and ether parts of the Jial. 
lick SeM, and alfo tbeir ftJ/,ing Tr.1de for Her. 
rings and WbAle-fifoi11g; which we negletl:, as 
being not worth our trouble and haz.rd, 
'fhile we can make 6 per cent of our Money 
~eepin~. for the meafure of our Money 
-!mployed in Trade in any Nation, bears an 
!:xaa proportion to the '1nrereft paid for 
Money ; as for inftance, when MonlY was 
ilt 10 per Ct11t in EtzgI411d, no man in his wits 
would follow any Trade whereby he did not 
prornife birnfelf 14 or 12 ' per cent again aC 

leaft; when Intereft was at 8, the hopes of ;y. or 10 at leaft was neceffary: as 8 or 9 per 
cent is, now Intereft goes at 6 per CCtlt; the 
infallible Confequoce whereof b, that th~ 
:Trades before recited\ as well as thofe of 

.- Gl. IY!IJF 
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lIf;Jj;ovy and Grcenllllld, lind fo much at leaf!: 
~;11 others, thiFt will not aff9rd us a (-kar 
Pl1Jfit of 8 or 9 per cent, we f'care1eil y give 

' ij.,ay to the Dmch, and mult ~fo for ever, " 
11J'lie[s we bring our Intenft nearer to a P<i;-

' ith theirs; and hence in my poor Opini­
Oft it follows very clearly, tbat if our'i.;te­
r ef!: were abated one third part, it wt'lfld­
oecafton til!! ttnployment of one third v.1re 
more of Men, Shippillg and Stock, iJliIor­
reign and domeftick. Trades, 

T~is difcoveril the vanity of all our At 
tempts for gaining of the Whjfe-Htrril')~. 
Fijhi';g-T1'flau, of which the Dllfth, as every 
body obferves, ma~e wonderful great advan­
t age, though the filh be raten upon ourOWil 
co4Js ~ I willi as mllny did take notice of the 
Reafon of iE, wbich therefore I !hall fay fome- • 
thing of now, though I have touched it ill 
my former Treati{"e. 

The plain cafe is this, A Dlitch.man will ' 
be coocen t to employ a Stock of 5 or IOOOO 

t in 8~rr6J, MateriAls f~r fijhing, f'iaUIJ'J~ &c. 
flJj- rhe carrying on of thi5 Trade ; and if at 
the Y\ indiog up of his Accounts, he finds he 
hath get cle,1r, COfllll1lJnibu$ 'lnnis, for his. 

1." Stock and Ad ven ture 5 per emt per IInnum, he ' 
thanks God and tels hi,; neigbbours he)Jath 
hod a tbriving Trade: Now while every 
lil.othful ignorant Man with us, th~t hath b~t 

wu; 
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"it enough to tdlout his Moner to aGqld~ • 
S"Jhh, can gel 15 p,r ceTit without pains jot" 

care; is it not moMl:rous abfurd (0 im !7J e 
that ever the £ ... .g;tjh wiU GO:l Y geod t \ a 
this Trade, qll they begin an the right e.i ). 

'which mutt'{'e to reduce the I lerefl: 'of\ 
Money? r 

" S",ondly, Thcdepra\'cd natllre-'lfMan af.. 
- _~g eafe and pleafure, while ure of Mo-

ne runs at 6 per emf, hath always at hand 
aD aue exp(dienc to indulge tbat hu:uor, 
31\d ,econcile it to another as conlider2ble, 
iz.. his Covetoufaefs, by putting his Mo~ 
ey to ufe; and if a MerchAnt through his 

}: 9uthful care and indufl:ry, arrive to an 
Eilate of 20000 I. in twenty YealS trading, 
wIJillt Money is fo high, and Land [0 I)", 
he can calily turn Country Gcml~man or u­
filrer; which, were Interell of Menev at 4 
Ftr cent, he could oot do; and c()tJfeql1ently 
mult not onl1 follow his Tr2de himfeJf, but 
make his Children Traders al[o; for to 
leave tbem MOlley without skill [0 ufe it, 
would advantage little; and purchafing of 
Lands lcrs) when tbe faU of Intereil Ihall 
raifi them to twenty or thirty Years put-­
cbafe, which I hope yet to live to lk 

Thirdly, From tbis necefficy of MfYch"rdS 
'keeping to their Trade, and C/'IIdrf'1J fuc­
ceeding their Fathers therein, would enfue 

G 3 ' tQ 
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fo Merchants greater skill in Trade, morc 
e) act a,nd certain correfI1ondency, furer and 

~
Te (rufty Fa[foYJ abroad, and tliore better 

_ hhainted and concatenate~tOgether by 
. ~;e experimental Links of e 'eh others HI}-

__ I piors, Stile, f,ftate and Bufinefs: And where­
~-ps it is as much as a prudent- Man can do in , 

hn years time, after his fettling in Lon~ 
don, to be exaCtly well fitted with FaE-(fi's 
in all parts, and thofe by corr~fpond!n­
cy brought -ioto a mutual AcquainEanl~ of 
~ach other, and honeft Work-med and 
Mafters of Ships, &c" And by that tim" 
he hath traded ten Years longer, if he fn . 
ceed well, it is ~x to one but he leav,~s 
Trade, and t urns Country-Gentleman, or· 
V{wrer, and fo that profitable Engine (the 
\Vheels whereof by Correfpondency move 
one another in many parts of the World) 
Which he hath been fo long a framing, with-. 
in a few Years after it is brought to worJt 
well, is bro}l:el'l to pieces, and the benefit 
thereof to the Kingdom ( which is ten times. 
more than to him that made it ) is loft, 
;vhere~ in HoOand and Italy, where Mo- , 

, ney is at ;3 or 4- per cent, and confequently 1 
Merch<11'lts forc'd to keep and trurt to their 
T rades only, their Bufineffes are, and mu~ 
PI! fo ordered and carried OR f~om the be- I 
ginning, that ~hen a Man die, the Tr e , 
" , ~ 
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is no more <lifturb'd _:-, when tho; \\ if\!' 
diesin England. t 

I am afuamed of the odiolls Prolixit od 
Repetition I am ( contrary to my N- ~ e ) 
f~rced to uiF; but my Oppofer doth fa (;(-n, 

• and I thirW- diUn£enuoully, upbraid me >'V~l 
beg!1ing the Queftion, that 1 am ~oropell 
to it. 
d The [Qllrth thing I am to prove, is" thaC 
t Inllttiplies Domefticl{, Artifice, s. 

If the former be true, that it encreafes 
fo.'eign Trade, I fuppore no Man will have 
the confidence to deny this to be a necdfa­
ry and infallible confequence of that: For 
we fee tbrollgout tbe World, VI here ever 
there is the greateLt Trade, there arC! the 
moft Artificers; and that finceour ownTrace 
encreafed in England, our Artificers of all 
forts are proportionably encreafed. Tbe 
building of London hath made mult;tudes of 
Brickl/llyers and Carpenter!; much ufe f ShlF­
ping will make Ships dear, and the dearnefs 
of Shipping will make many Shipwrights; 
much fortign Trade, will encreafe the Vent 
of our Native Mtt01ufaHHres, and moch vent 
willlllake many work-men; and if we can­
not get and breed them faft enol?j!;h our 
felves, we /ball draw them from foni~n 
parts, as tbe Dutch draw away ours; it being 
a wife and true o};)fervatiJn of (as I remem-

G 4 ber) 
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, ( ber) Sir Walter Rawl!igh, I(tbat Uti jflatiolt 

taill,UHtlt Wtople tgat JjstlJ gooi:l1Latu~. 'e;l:' fiJi I, t:hing-tQ be proved, is, that It 
ent' p~f "Nation 10 t/,riftine!s; this is lik@-

1'l)e confequent to the former ' and by ex­
.erlence made' g,ood in Engld~_ j for; MAce · 
~r TTllde encreafed, tho' the generality ~ 
of' our Nation are gro"'n r ieber, 3S I have . 
ilie'Aed, and confequent:ly morefplendj~ii'? · 
CID3tbs, Plate, JeW'~ls, Hotilhold .ftuff, ad ' 
flU other outw ilrd figns of Rich{'s ; yet ?fe 
we not half to much given to HQfpitality 
an1 good Honfe-keeping ( as it is callea) as A 
in former days, when our greateft expenee ., 
wa~ upon. our Bellies, the mofl: del1rm2iva ' 
Corifamption that can happOln to a NatiQn" 
and tending only to nourifh Idlehefs, Luxu-' 
ry, and Beggary; whereas that other kind 
of Expwre which follows Trade, encollrag­
~th bour, Arts and Invention: To which 
give me leave to add, that 'l"he abatement of 
lmcre{f cOl1joyn'd lTIitfl Excifes IIPO/! our home con­
Jumption (if the latterwuld be hit upan with. 
out difturballce to Trade, or danger of con, 
tinuation }are two of the mop comprelou;five 
lind (jf~altal E;i!umptuatp 1LabJ~, ~~t ever 
w:re efol1biifhed in any Nation, and moil lll!­

[eilitating and engaging Ilny People to thrif~ . 
tinefs, the high Road EO Riches, as well for I.J 
:Nations Clcs pri vate Families. . 

Th.; 
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The [rugalltalianJ of Old, and the provl~ • 

dent DUfeiJ oflBter times, I thiak, I haV~gi­
ven tho: World a fuflicient proof of his 
TheorEm: And if IIny fuall tell me, it ~\ he 
nature of tktofe People [0 be thrifry; i"lin­
[wer, all rtlen by nature are alike; it is on 'r 

Lav;s, Curtoms, and Education thdt ditF:/Qi 
Men; their N fllr, IIlnd Difpafition, and f(he 

, ifi {!. ron of 1l0feople in the World, pi'oead (rem 
~)ei;- L!tTr ,; the French Pe;lr.tnty) are a fiwifh, 
(.. wardly People, becaufe tbe Laws of their 
Countiy have made them Slares; the PrenGh 
G,?1t'"Y, anoale, valian.!: People, becaufe free 
by Law, Birth and Educ;ation: In England 
we are all free Subjdts by our Laws, and 
th<:refore our People prove gen~rally cou­
ragious; the DHtcb and /t"ljf!nJ are both fru­
g21 Nations, thollgh their Climates /lnd Go­
vernments differ as much as any, becaufe the 
Laws of both Nati6lns encline them to 
Thriftinefs; other N ~tions I could name, 
are generally vain and prodigal Dot by Na~ 
ture, nor for want of a good Country; but 
becaufe their Laws, &c. difpo[e them [0 
to be. 

Thefixth proof of the Propofitioll, is, that 
it employs the Poor}) which is a oecelfary Gon­
feqnence likewife of the encreafe of Trade 
in Cities, and Emprovement of Land in th~ 
C&untry; which is well and truly demonftra-

ted 
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And if thefe will be the effeB:s .of abating 

Intereft, then I think it is .out of dOll }l,: that 
the Abatement .of Intereft is tbe cau~~f rh>e 
encrea[e oftbe Riches of any Kingd- lll, for 
'Jllicquid (ffieit ,"le tft mAgu rille. Now e an-
fwer bis foor recited Reafons, viz.. . \ 

Firfi:, be faith, If a low jlmed /r;teref!Ii'ffj ~ 
Lllf/I be t be 'Allft Df Riches, 110 C DllTltry w61TJ. be 

- poor, all defiting Riches ratber than Poverty, 
~ and aU having it in their PORer to ftate their 
lntereft as low as they pleafe by Law. 

j ~nfwer, firft, WhatC'Zlfr NAtion doth it 
gradSiAOy, for fo it mlill Ite done, as it hath 
been hitherto in EnglAnd (2 per cent being 
enough to abate at one time) wiD find thofo 
effeas I have mentiDned; but it is n work of 
Ages, and cannot be done at once; For 
§lee: natuta aut le~ npeaantut ,tt fal. 
tum. 

Secondly, It is great Imprudence to ima .. 
gine that asy Country underftanding their 
true I ntereft fo well, as by degreesto abate 
Ufe-money, will not likewife by tht: fame 
Wifdflm be led to the infrituting of many 
.other good Laws for the encouragement of 
Trade, as our Parliament have frill proceed­
ed t{) do) as Interefi: hath been abated. 

His Jecond Reafon is, Thllt if the lowrrefsof 
Infmjf were not the tffeiloj R i,h~sin Holland, 

they 
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they might take II! ml/5h 'Ufo· Money al thEY 
~guld )\Ct, there bemg no Lam ag"in/1 it. 

I liI!.ffler, There were formerly La"'s in 
HollJ~).. that reduc d Interdt to 8 aFd 6, 
an .ftenvardsto 5 perccnt,Amo 1640 and 
iio/<-e in the Year 1655. to 4 per cent, the [J1l­

ca:.$. for which I have feen, and ha 'C len 
told, and do believe they ha v lince re ' eeJ 
it by Pl.fc"rt to 3 prr cent, as to t ir C -.r­
fors, and all publick Receipts; \ hich in Hcl-, 
lanelis.as much in cffetl: as if they had m1d,,· 
a g neral La for it, been"fe the :noll of 
their Receipts and Parn e:1'S ll,e made in 
and oUt of the aforcfaid puFli k Offices, or 
elfe i'1to and ont of th ir Blnl;:~, for wh'c" 
no U' -Money is allowed; which felelal 
gratlu 1 and t'uccerSflll ahatem~nts ofInt rd!: 
did oC(;J.ion th ir ich 5 at fidt,a I brou ~~t 
theil People to that Confifrency of \V a'th, 
that they hdve £ince wron:;1 t themf..ln- in~ 
to filCh an abundance, tint there .. rt I"ore len­
ders now ,h.m Borrowers, and fo I doubt not 
but it w ill be with us in n fe,' Y rs, after 
the neXt ab:lt<:..ment of /ntm/f is made by 
Law; which lhave good reafon to condude, 
Jlot only from the vilibl~ 9per tions of na­
ture in all other things and pJaces, but from 
F a: JOO Experience in th's ~ ry cal ; he­
ina eC"tain [hac the Gol,J SrI'li.ln in Lo -do" 
coulo have what money they would upon 

th-i, 
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their Scna:Jts Notes only, at 4l. I ,', F,r 
CUll, h:fore the l.te Emergencies 0: "".ate; 
which (cculd demonftrate have very lr' ch 
obth utted the natura~ fall ofInterell: wit S; 
fometbing more I have faid in anrw~r to tt'S • 
in (he addi:ioo to my former Treatife ;4nd 
this :Ii y [erve likewife for an in[\Ver to hi~ 

- "'tbird Realoo. 
o fourthly, he["ith, That ..,h"h 1 m~ft prove 
10 make I(ood my Aj[..rtion, U. th"t IIny Country 
in ,he IVorld from 4 roor .a~d /0117 condi,jorJ, uhile 
ir.'Ire/lwAs4t 6 per cent, W4s m.ule Rich by 
/-' inlinl j; to + per cent, ~ 3 per cent by" 
L.l't'. 

I an[wer, If the inftance of HQUafJd and 
ftti.iy were not fufficient to fatisfie him in 
tbi~ poiGt, yet that having proved ( which 
he cannot deny) that our own Kingdom hath 
been enrich~d conf::quently, confiantlyand 
proportionab!y to and after our feveral a­
batemt:nts of Intereft by Law, from an un­
limited rate, to (0, from 10 to 8, and from 
8 (0 6 per cent, I think it may rathnally be 
conduded that another Abatement of lnte­
n:/l; in England would caufe a further eo­
(reafe of Riches, as it hath done in HoU,md. 

From ItAly I have endeavotlred to gain 2l 

,ertain account of their Lrglllln,enf., but 
am advifed that no taking of Ufe-Money is 
allowed by their Ponr~ficaJ L .. ws; the Intere1l: 

no'.., 
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now '{~ken there, which is generally 4 per 
cmt, 1!done only by difpenfation of Pope 
Pa.uYthe fifth, and that notwithftanding nl) 
M1~ can recover lnttreft sf Money there, if the 
~"lY who jhould Pll'y it clln pr9ve ht h4th not g flin, 

ed c}t! wliHe of tfle Intereft d,m.mded: Now let 
the Reader judge whether that praCtice of . 
H oU.tnd and this of IMly, where the Romi{h-~ . 
Church-men have fo great Pc:lwer, who are r I 

to take Cognizance, and may by their Au~r 
ricular Confeffiom , of all Offences of this 
kind, the Laws concerning the nfe of Mo-
ney in thofe Countries being Pontific4'l, do 
not amount in effect to a low ftated Interdl: 
by Law in Eng/find. 

But to deal more ingenuQu!ly with my Op. 
pofer than he hath done with me, I will grant 
him that much Riches will occation in any 
Kingdom a low rate oflntereft, Ilnd yet that 
doth not hinder but II low ftated !ntereft by 
Law may be a caufe of Riches: For if Trade 
be that which enricheth any Kingdom, and 
lowering of Intereft advancetll Trade 
( wh.ich ! think is fu$ciently proved) then 
the Abaremtnt of Interefl:, or more pro~ 
perl)' reihaining of Ufury; which the an­
cient Ra'm,ms an·d all other Wife and Rich 
People in the 'world did always drive at; is 
doubtlefs a primary and principal caufe of 
the Riches of any Nation; it being not im-

. pr9per 



( 63 ) 
paper to fay, not abfurd to conceive, ',hat 
The r .. mo/)ing may bt both aC It 11ft alll/ an F4eU. 
Peace begets Plmtv, and Plenty may be a 
mear.s to prcfene Peace: Fear begets H.,.. 
(red, and Hatred Fear: The diligent hail" 
makes Rich, anh Riches makes Men diligent-"C:­
fo true is the Proverb, Cy'fcir IImOT NHml/fi, 
, ... ~r.t.m ipfa pccliniA crefcit; Love we fay 
b::gets love, the fertilily of a Country 
may cauf.: tk~ encreafe of People, aDd the 
encreafe of People may caure the further 
and greater fertility of I Country; Liberty 
and Property c.pnduce to the encreafe of 
Trace and Emprovernc:n! of any Country , 
and the encreafe of Trade and ElIIprove­
menU conduce to the procuring, 8S well as 
fecuring,ofLibutyand Property; Strength 
and Health conduce to a good digeil:ion, 
and a good digeltion is necelfary to the pre­
fervation of Health & encreafe of Strength ; 
and as a perfon of very great honour perti­
nently iD1tanced at a late debate upon this 
Que/tIon, An Egg if th, C{(lIft of a Hen, IIna 
a Hen Ih, callfe of Ifn Egg. Tae incomparable 
Lord IJacon in his Hiltory of Henry tbe 7th. 
faitb, page 245. of that Prince as well as 0-

tber Men: That his Fortune worked upon 
his Nature, and his Nature upon his For­
tune; the like may be raid of Nations; The 
IIbatcment of IlIttre(f cltlljetiJ lin encr-cafe of 
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WM~h, and the mcrClt[e of Wealth m;ty CIIUfe 

a fJr(~er abatement of Inrereft. Bl!lt tha t i5 

~
e done by the Midwifery of good bws, 

"""" '~ich is "'{hat I plelld for; the corrupt N<i-
1£lre of Man being more ap' to decline to 
V~, than incline to Vcrtce. . 

Folio 15. he affirms, L4/tds are flot rifen i~ 
pHychtlfe,JlOr TellIS imp,o-ved, fil>UC the Abfmmr!t!~ 
if~u~ - r 

That I {halJ fay no more to; it is mattei-. 
of Faa:, and Gem/emen who are the OT1Ji1ers .of 
Land are the befl: Judges of this cafe; only 
I would entreat them not to depend upon 
thliir Memories alone,bu. to command par­
ticular acc;ompts to be given them what iilm 
or fums of Money were given 40 or 50 
years paft for a)]y entire Farms or Mannors 
they now know, and I doubt not but they 

' will find that molt.ofthem will yield double 
the: [<lid fums of Money now, notwlthftand­
ing the prefent great preJfures that Land 
lies under, which ought maturely to be con­
fidered of: ~hen this Judgment is made, I 
rather delino the enquiry to be malic upon 
the grols fum of Money paid, than the years 
PurchOife, as being lefs fallible; bec~u[e ma­
ny Farms have bs:en .of late years [0 rackt . 
up in Rents, that it may be they will nol; 
yield more years purchafe now, according 
to tbe prefent Rents, than they woul4 ma­
ny years paR, and yet may yield double t~ 

Mo· 
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Money they were then Bought or Sold jor, 
becau[e the Rents were much le[s then .;. 

Fo!. 15. He Impert inently Q:!.arrels at my 
Inlhnce of I ,d.lId, [.y ing, I quote it.[o~' \ 
times to prove the benefit of a low fntereil:,.,.. 

, Pag. 8. And fometime~ the mifchi f cif hij,!! 
IntereIt, Page 9. \VhlCh feerns to me to De 
<11 unfriendly way of Prevaricating: For 
Page 8. I mention the late great Improve­
mentof Irclan~ <!lnly, as an accidental Cau[e 
wby our Rents at that prefene fell; and in 
this it appears I was Dot much miItaken. for 
within a few Months after! firIt writ that 
T reatife, the Pariillmtnt took notice of it. 
Page 9. I mention that place among others, 
that pay a high Interel1:, and are con[equent- / 
Iy very Poor: If there be any Contradiction 
io thi$, let the Reader judge. Page 16. t he 
Gemlem,m puzJes bimfelf about fi~ding Mi. 

,frakes in·my Calculation of the encreafe of 
McychltntJ Efrates, but difcovers none but 
his own; fo I /hall not trouhle &tie Reader 
further about tmt, an Merchants granting 
me I:S milch as I deiign by it; tho' fome of 
them have not, or care noc to obferve the 
Abaa~ment of 19tereft to have been the prin­
,cipal Caufe thereof. 

Fo!. ~ 7' Bccaufe he cannot anffl(:r tJl1t 
large and Pregnant Inftance of the clfeCtioi 
a lOW IntereCt <ybich I gave, in the lare of 

B the 



( 66 ) 
the Sligar. Rakers of London, and thofe of Hal. 
Id,v;/, which was but one of a Hundred which 
1 cO'!] ld have mentioned; he endeavours to 

f':" lip another of a contraty effetl:, which is 
) '~ '\'nak ridiculous Infrance, and nothing to . 

: (lis purpofe; for thac Commodity that I 
'nenLioned, viz... Sligar, is a folid bulky Com· 
modity, always in fan1ion, not confequen 
to Humour, as is that of Silk.Stockjngs,] 006 t. 
worth whereof may be with lcfs Charge 
carried to Italy, than 30 I. worth of Barba. 
does Sftgar can be fent to HoUand: Befides,the 
realon why we of hte fent Silk-Stockings 
thither, is accident~l, not natural, only hal'­
pening by means of an Engine we have tG 
\Veave them, whereof they have nGt yet the 
ufe in Italy: Befides, wearing things being 
mere efrec:med through Fancy than Judg­
mellt, the lraljans may have the fame va"rie­
'y whidl is too much among!! us, to efreem 
that which is none of their own milking, as 
We do French Ribonds, and the French.men 
Elgtif), ones; befidcs,he is miftaken in faying, 
We bring the Silk w:r mak€ them of from 
ItAly , for the Silk of which we make that 
Cc mmodity is Turk..ey, not Itillian, Silk. 

For. \8. The Gem leman begins to be kind, 
and finding me Ott of the way, preteO(ils to 1 
fet me right, viz... to InChua me, as fidt; 
what will bring down lnttrtJf. 

Ift, 
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1ft, Multi'Hat of People. j 
2dJy, .A /,d1 Trade. . ;> 

3dl)" Liberty of Con{cunce. : 
I ADfwer; That I have, I thin~p(D'..re) ; 

that the Abatement of Intereft wi'J etf..a 
the two former; and I think my Oppofo}) is 
Dot clear lighted, if he cannot di[cern that 
~he latter ,in a due and regulated Proportion, 
muO: be a cODfeqlleot of them. 

In the next place, tbe Genrleman find ing 
me at a lofs, as he fays, for the Reafon of 
our great Trade at prefeDt, will heIp me as 
well as he can. 

I aRfwer; Thofe latter Words ( M Well;fA 
he C.oI/() were well put in, fur as yet he hatb 
told me no news, nor given any lhadow cf' 
RearOD that I knew not before, and had 
maturely conlidered on many Years befor:e [ 
writ the irft Tratife. 

The Rear-ons he gives for our prefent 
greatnefs of Trade are; 

Fir!!:, Our cllfiing off the Church of Rome. 
Secondly. The StatHtCJ in Henry thl 7th's 

time prohibit;I1t Noble-mem Retainers, alid ma. 
/ting their Lmtds liable to ,h, P .. ymem of Debts. 

Thirdly, rlie Dijc07Jfry of the Eaft and 
Weft-India Trlldu, p. T 9, 20. 

To his firft and fecond Reaf-cms, I anfwer. 
Thh ,hoft Stalutts of Henry the 7th, al,;j ou'­
,tiffin: off the Church of Ro'me did io,,! precedd 
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our ~l:ing ~ny thing in Trllde; which began not 
until rcbe la t ter end of Q!Ieen Elit.abeth's 
Rt:ii',n, ,audaf~erwards encreafed in the rime 

~~ Rf1n't~(1mes and King -Charles the fi rft, 
as we Abated our lntcreft, and not other­
wi~; there beillg a FtrfM yet living, and but 
77 Year~ o'f Age, vi:<:.. Captain RHj]'e/ of Wap- __ " 
ping, Who afJures me, he can remtmber fince we" 
had not above three Merchants Shjps of 300 

TUII I , and uprrat'ds, belonging /0 Engl;md. 
Secondly, That iu Itr4y, where there are 

- no fuch StatUtes for Abridgement or Noble­
men's Retainers, no r catting off the Church 
of Rome, there is notwithfranding a verr 
great Trade, and Land at from 35 t1> 40 
Years PUfchafe, which fuffidently fhews 
tha t a low lntereft is al::ifolutely and princi­
pally necelTary, and that the other particu-
lars alo:1e \'II i ll not do, to the procuring of 
thofe ends, although a low Intere1l: fingly • 
doth ir ill !ealy . 

To his third Rea[on, I anfwer, that There 
-lire /DnJt 'Mm ) et living trho do remember a 
greater Trad~ to llai!:-lndia, lind a far greater 
Sto~'k emp-toyed thtrtin, than we ha-ve now; .\ld 
yet we were ro fa r from thriving upon it? 
that we l.oft by it, and could never fee our 
Pri ncipal Money again; Nor ever did we 
greatly Profper upon it, till our,ll1tereft was 
much AOQ,t;;d by Laws; nor ever fball m.tttrh 
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the Dutch in it, tiD our Interefl be {fA low ad 

theiy!. The like, in a great meafUre, is true 
in our Weft-India Trades, we never goe (on­
figerable by them till Ollr laft Abarement 
of Interefr from 8 to 6 per ceM. .~ 

Page 21,2.2. he labours to Ptfvt:~,ir'J;.B ~ if 
we wMld h471e Trade to jloltrijh,tfnd LAnds high, 
lIle 1'!U4ft imitate the Hollandt rs in their PrIWi­
fiO; which in matter of Trade I know is 
rD9ft certain. fo far as they are wnfiftent 
with the Government of 01lf own Cou.ntry : 
And rue firft and readieft thing wh~rein we 
cao, imitate them, is to reduce OUf Interefl of 
Morley to a lower R1:t~) after [he manner of 
our fathers,& al they did it before u<, which 
will naturally lead us to all the other advan­
tages in Trade which tbey now u[e. 

!. For, If Intere' be Abated to 4 per cent 
who will. not, thllt can leave hiJ Children a1Jy 
competent Eftate of 1000 or 1 000 l. elich, bring • 
them up to Wri#l1gs, A rithmmc/z., and Mer-
chants A&compts, and inftruCt th/!.m in Trades, 
well knowing that the b~re Ure of their 
Money, or the produt\: of it in Land, wi!l 
[carce keep them? 

2. MHft not.tll Per(ol1J live lower in p.xpcnct, 
when all Trades will. be ltf gaihf,,1 to Inde ci ­
duall, though more proftilible to the P ublick .< 

3. Will it not put 1M IIpon Buildmg M bulky 
And cheap' Sailing Ships. tM they I 
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4. Will it flat bring Trade to be fo familiAr 

(ltmonf,fl- 114, thAt our Gentlemen, who are in 
our gt~at~f1: CMntils, will come to underJl,tnd it, 
IInH., ccord~fI!/J contr;ve L~'Ws in fllvour of it? , 
r~~wti~!Jot ; nlly,hllt/o It not,lI/ready brollght 

..... -'/# to l~rver <Ollr .CIIJloms IIpon aNY 011111 NlltjVt 
C~moditiu and M",mjllfiJures_ ,r 

6. Will it not in time bring HI to tram/erring 
:Pith of Debt? Is not nec~ffity the !\father of 
Inventiotl"aHe ~hat old Proverb true, facile 
til Itlllt nthratlbttt? There is in my poor 
Opinion nothing conduceable to the good of 
T rade, that we Ihall not by one accident or 
other hit upon, when we have attained this 
Fundamental Point, and are thereby ncceffi­
tated to follow !lod keep to our Traeesfrom 
Generation to Generation. 
- 7. Do 'wenotfeethatevenastheWorld 
now goes, Eritli bitm t/O(;tt? fcarce a Si[~ 
tiOIlS of Pllrliament pa{[eth without making 
fome g00d ACis for the bettering of Trade, 
and pareing of the extr;<vagancy of the I 

Law; for which enos thjs laft Seffion Fro­
dt.lced three. 
Th~t aboul the Stlk-Throwftm. 
Thllt "bout Tranfporllltion of HeJ~!, &c. 
That abOllt Writs of Error. 
~L Will not the flill unclerftanding of TrAde f'1 

( acqllired by Experieace, and never want­
IIl~ t9 any !,cople ~h1!t make it their conftant; 
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buunelS tQ follow Tr.de,as We murt do when 
lntereft {hall be at 4- per cent) quickly b. ihl. 1# 

to find 911r adv<'/nrage i.J1 permitting Illl Strl!ngeYs 
, to co.h"bir, Ty.:tde and Purchafe Lands amongft 

UI upon .es cllfte Terms as the Dutch do{_ p 
Will nor the G<}1Jfique"c~ o[thu If.allJ,~1()y aug­

menting the value of Land, brin£. m in time 
to regular .end jllft Enclofin.enrs of OHY Forr~lfJ, 
Commons And I-VaftIM, IlIld mAking our [ mailer 
Rl1)CTI Nllvigllble! The higbeft improve­
ments that this Land is capable of: And 
have not thefe laft 50 Years, lince the [eve­
ral Abatement of Intercft, produced more 
of thefe profit!ole Works ,ban 200 Years 
before? 

Will not the Confrquence of rhu L1tP diJcover 
to VA the Vlmity lind oppoftlion 10 Trade Ih"t there 
Ienns to be in many of our Stamtes Jel in faroe , 
fuch as tbefe following, '(;ix.. • 

1ft, The Statutes of Bllnkrupt (as they are 
now ufed) in many Cafes more to the prtjudice 
of hot/eft Dealm than the Bankrupt hlnIdf, by 
compelling Men orten times to refund Mo­
ney received of tbe Bankrupt fer Wares 
juftly [old and delivered him, . long before 
it was pomble for [he Sellcr to difcover t he 
Bllyer to be a Bankrupt. 

2dly, Such lire OUY Laws /imiti l1g /he prictof 
Beer lind Ale to one Penny per £2.!!art, wllicil 
bar us from all Improvements and lmitati. 

H 4 011 



( 72 ) 
on of Foreign Liquors mllde oi:Corn, com­
monly cBUed MUIJl, Sprl1(i:e~Bee r, Raft,el"r. 
Beer~ which may, and are made in ElJgl.:ndt 
anc\ would occafion the p~ofitable Confu.mp_ 

. t i);rrUitan ilKredibte quanti ty of our Grain, 
" Rfld P(~Ye"')£ great addition ~ Bis Majdlies 

Revenue -d.i Excife, expend abundilnce of 
coilJ in long boy ling of [-hofe Commodit~es, 
imploy many, Hands in tlie Manufaltur e of 
them, as well as Shipping in Tranfportation 
of them," not only to all our own Plantati~ . I 

OilS in cli1mericf/, but to many oth~.r parts of 
the World. . 

3dl7, Our Laws againft engrofJing Cprn and 
other CommoditjeJ, There being no l'erfilQs 
mor,e bo:neficial to a Trade ill a Nalion, t;han 
EngTojJe'fJ, which' w.ill be, a w.orthy Employ­
ment [OF Qur prefent Vf"r~r/, and repder 
them tr~ly ufeful to their Country. 

4thty, Suah lIJlU Ollr Law (lgainft E..,porta-
tion of Bulliorf lately repealed. - , 

j 5thly~ Sljch u the Hfe of the Lilw lit prt{ent. 
whi.h Criku not only a Cuftom, but '15 s. per 
T un vxcijt on. Strong Beer exported, being t-he 
fame Rate it pays whm fpent at home, con­
trary to the Practice of all Trading Countries. 

6thly, SlIch",reourLllwswhichah4rgeSell- • 
-1 C oai! , ' or any of OTtr Native Provifiom exp~rted" 

,1l1!th ~/I!lom,_ vi'Z. BeClf, Pork, Bread, Beer, 
r;--~. For w/iic/l 1 ta~nk ih prudetlce th~ 
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Door fhould be opened wide to le t them out. 

7th1y, Of the li/:.cnature WOIIT LIIW impafing 
a grtal Duty upon ol!r H8TftS, M .. res, lind 
Nag s exporwl.. . 

8thly, SHch, in my fVe~k opill~on, ,il t,W 
byanch of the StAtHte of 5 E\lz. {~~( none J/,o. Hid 
u[e any M anual Om/pAtion excep,he hath been 
Apprentice 19 the f ame. ., • 

9th1y, Slich (in my Opinion ) u tlie L If 'ill 

which yet prohibit I the Export fltion of Ollr OlTm 
Ca;n; for !inee it is now by eonfent of Par­
Iiameot agreed aDd foond by Experience of 
all Underltanding. Men, tG be advantagious 
for this Kingdom to permit t be free expor­
tation of BlltlioH, 1 think it were better for 
us that our own'Coin might likewife be free­
ly exported, becaufe by what of that went 
out we fhould gain the ManufaCture (the 
Coyning) befide, the great honour and note 
of Magnificency it would be to His M ajefly 
and this Kingdom, to have His M ajrfties 
Coineurrant in all parts of the V niver[e. 

l o thy, Such are all By-laws N[ed &mong the 
Society of Coapers, and olher Artificers, limiting 
l.1afters to keep but one Apprentice ' at a time; 
whereas it were better for the pllblick, they 
were permitted to keep TeD, if they could 
or would maintain or employ them. 

I rthly, Such rum to be many of oJlr LalJJs 
rellttin,! tQ the Poor, efpecially the[e again} In­
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ffl.1W in Citin And Trading lOwns, AHIi thofe ob. 
liging Pari{hes to maintain their Ollln Poor only. 

Page 23. and 24. The Gentleman makes a 
lar:.ge ~epetition of w h~t he had faid before, 
wfi"ere.J.D LQbferve nothmg new, but that he 

' _ faith, the ~lft'Jt1«ia Compllny have Mouey at 
4 I',(.r cent, nly: becau[e Men may ha ve th~ir 
Money out when they pleafe, which is a 
mifrake, tho' a fmall one; for the Company 
{eldom or f.leVtr take up Money but for a 
certain time, though I aoubt no' but- that 
Generous €ompany wiil, and do at moil: 
times accommodate any Perron with his 
.Money before due, that hath occation to re­
quire fuch a kindnefs of them, although 
tbey oblige not themfelves to do it. 

In his Tenth Particular, at the latter end 
of Page 24' he faich , I am miil:aken i,n my 
Alfertion of the Intereil: of Scotland, -Which 
upon furthe·r enquiry amongfr the Scotch­
.. MerchAnts upon the Exchange, I am told is 
his own mifrake; fo I mufr leaTe that being 
matter ofFal! to thofe that know that Coun­
try and its Laws, more and better than either 
of us: La ftI y, He concludes, that whilft I 
fay the matter in Eng'''nd is fo naturally 

. prepared for al'l Abatement of Intereil:, 
thac ic cannot be long obfl:ruCl:ed; I pro­
pound a Law to anticipate Nature, which is 
Glj;ainlt Reafon. 
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I anrwer, It was tbe wifdom of cur Grand­

Fathers to bring it to what it would bear in 
tneif time ; and onr fath ers found the good 
effects of that , and brougbt it lower, Gnd 
the benefit thereof is !inee manifefted.to bs 
by the fuecefs; and thc:refore fet~ng the mat~ _ ' 
ter will now bear further A bati\IT'ent, jt is . 
reafonable for us to follow t llJt excellent 
Example of our Anceflors; L .. ;';,r agdinft Na­
tllre I grant would be inefJt[lual; bllt I n61Jer 
heard before, th .. t Laws to help N"rure were 
Ilgllinfi Reafon. 

Touching the Gentleman's Perronal Re­
flettions upon me, I !hall f3Y little; it appean 
fufficiently by what [have writ, and bis ao­
fwer, tb~t / ltm an Advocate for l ndllftry, he 
for ftileneJi: It appears li kei'> ire to thGfe 
that know me in London, which are manY7 
that I am fo far from de!igning to engrofs 

" Trade, that I am hafrening to convert III' hat 
I can of my fmall Eftate that is Perfonal in­
to real, fuppo!ing it to be my Interefr fo to 

d6, before the Ufe of Money falls , whi ch [ 
conclude cannol:.Iong fufpend, and that thell 
Land and HouCes mull: rire; and I doubt it 
will appear, when this Gentleman is as well 
known as I am, that he is more an Vfllrer, 
than an Owner of Land or manager of 
Trade at pre[ent; my ends have onl y been 
~o rerve.my Coulftry, which I can with a 
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fincere Heart declare, in the Prefenc~ of God 
and Men: And that nothing elfe could hav~ . 
engaged me into this unplealing Contro­
vedie, wherein I have given unwilling Of­
fences to all my Beareit Relations, aDd knew 

~ at firll tha'} I muft needs do fo, mo-it of 
Lhem bein~ fuch as Age and Wi[dom hath 
Inft'ructed ~ather to be Box-kcepm than 
GameJfen. . 

I have before-mentioned the Judgment 
of the French King aHcl Court, but intended 
not to recite tlte Ediil, beiog it is at large 
iLl Sir ThomM CIIlpepptr S~nior, his lait Trea. 
tife: yet, on fecond Thoughts, confidering 
all Men p~Thaps may not come to a light of 
that, and findi ng the [aid Ediq fa compr,· 
hen five of t he whole matter of this Contro­
verfie, I have here recited jt : 

The King by theJe Ediils had nothing relie1ied 
I he neceffities of the Nobility, if he h;ld not pro­
vided for V{lIYjes, which have ruined many good 
lind ancients Houfes. filled Towns with unpra­
fif{~ble Servants, and the Countries with Mi(e­
ries ~nd Inhumanities; he fonnd the Rents, viz. 
Vfurics ~onflitulf(l. after 10 or 3 in the Hun­
dred, did Ruin m4ny good Families, hindred 
tile Traffick and Commerce of Merchandiz.es, 
and made Tillllf,e and Handicrafts to be neg­
Mlcd, many defirlng throu~h the eafinefi of" 
dcceilf"l Gl1in to live Jdte1J, in goo# Towns ~f 
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_ tlHir Rents, Till bey I?"m give themftlve! with Imy 

Faim to LlbertllArts, 0' to Till or H'lsbllnd their 
Inherit ""ees: For Ihil reafon, meaning 10 mvite 
his Subj,[fs t~ Enrich tl1emfelves rriri) more jiiji 
Gaj .. , to conter.( thrmfolws with m~re moderate, 
Prep, and to give the Nobili .y mearl; to plfy ~3i1r 
Debts, he did forbid all Vjllry t f1; Co"flit H~jOll 
of Ren: lit Ifn higher rate than fx Pounds five 
Shilimgs in the H:",Jrrd. 

The Edia was verified in the Court of 
Pllrlillmelff, which con{idered thtlt it ll'M IS/ways 
Prfjlldiciai to the Common-\Vealth, to give 
Mtlney to VfWfY ; .fsr it is a Serpent whore 
biting is not a::parent, and yet it is fo fen­
ftble, that It picrcetb the very Hearts of the 
beft Families. 

The whole of this Controverfie lies nar­
rowly in thefe twO Chart Qpefiions, vi~. 
WiD Abatement of If//ere{f improve Trade? Se­
condly, Wt/I it IIdvance th8 Price of Land! 
The collea;ve united Bodies of the Government 
of OilY own and other Kingdoms, exprcJly fay it 
will ao both i Ifnd Experience cries aloud thAt fa 
it wiD do, ~nd hath d9lle, in all Ages ,t/td in all 
Places: And I never yet met with any pri­
vate Perron, how much foever concerned in 
Intereft, that had the ignorance or confi­
dence to deny both. 

For Difcour~ with a Country Vfl/rer, he 
will affirm, and perhaps be ready to Swear 

to 
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to <it, ~ha~ this Abatement of Interej1 is g 

Knavilh Oefignof the Citizens to advance 
thernfelves, who are ~oo Proud already; and 
t~at i( it go forward it will undo all the 

<' Country G~.tle",en.in Engl'tlld: And if one 
,..,-" ~ J[~ak wit tbe Cit] VII/ren, they will be as 

, , ' reaay to . r01, that tbis is a Plot carried 
qn only by Nobiemw and Gentlemen, whofe 
ER:ates are all in Land, for their own ad­
vantage, an(i\ that it will fpoil all the Trade 
of the Kiltgdom, being a Project at one in­
ftant to take off jua one third of all Mens 
Eilates that are Perfon~l,. and add the fame 

, Proportion to all fuch whofe Eftates are 
real; w'hich in elfect is to impoverilh all the 
Joung er, and enrich all Elder Brothers in 
Englavd: So that out of the MQuths of the 
greateft and wi[eft Adverfaries.to this Prill­
cip/e, it mav be juilly concluded, that tho' 
li,ngly they deny the truth 0f it, yet joyntly 
they cc:mfers 'it. 

To conclude, there js nothing that l have 
faid, Of, that I think any other can fay upon 
this occalion, but was [aid In fubftance be­
fore by old Sir ThoYllaJ CIII.,epper (though un­
k!.lown to me) who had an ample and clear 
,figbt into the whole nature of this Principle, . 
and tlie true cffelh and confequenccs of it, 
Truth beinK ail'Pttys the,ll/me" thoHgh jlJltftriltions 
",It" fI"ry; nor can a,ay thing now be ob-
. J ~. - jetted 
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jeered againft the making a Law for a fur:: 
cher Abatement of Interelt, bu t tbe fame: 
that was objec:ted in thofe ti mes wherein 
tht former Stall/tel pall:; fo th"t why my 
Oppo{tr {hould Cavil al< the doing of that by 
a Law in England now (whic~h e feem$ ,to 
like well, if it could be done) , ! know ilC 

real Caufe, except it be that.~'ll truth. .... l1~ is 
wife enough to know t hat a Law in England 
will certainly do the work, as it hath done 
formerl y, and in confequence his own pri­
vate: Gain will be Retrenched. 

Before I conclude, I think it necelfary, for 
Caution to my Co~ntrJ-MIm, to let them 
know what eftefTtllfhefe difcourfes bave had 
on others; when I wrote my firfl: Trcatife, 
Intereft was in the J~,trld of BllrblldOeJ at I 'f 
per cem, where it is fince by an Ac:t of the 
Country brought down to 10 per cent (a 
great fall at once) and onr weekly G"z.ettes 
did fame Months pall: inform us, th'<lt the 
Swedes b! Ii Law had brought down their 
Intereft to 6 per cent; neither of which can. 
have allY good effects upon us, but certainly 
the contrary, except by way of Emulatioll 
they qoicken us to provide in time for our 
own Good and Pro[perity. 

I have now done with this COntroverfie, 
and therein difchar ged my Duty to my 
native Country; and thlilugh Ignorance, Ma-

. lic~ 

/ 
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-Hee, ot priV'ate Intcreft may yet for fome 
'time oppofe i t, I am confident the Wi/dom of 
my,CoHnlry-men will at length find their true 
drJd general Interejl, m t~e Eftabltfhment of /J.c'h 

" a L am, w~ch. as £0 my own particular 
;~~cerD,mefJtS, fignifie~ not two Farthi~gs 

, "~~~her t h~t. do.or Got. ' 

C 'H 'A P. II. 
C-onceming thl'lRdief an'd 

Employment of the Poor. 

T His is a calm SubjeCl:, and thwarts IJo 
common or private Interefr amongit 

us, except that 'elf the common En.em¥ of 
Ma~ki nd 'C -the Devit ) fo I bdpe that what 
!hall be offered towards the effecting of [0, 
un~'1erfa-ny acceptable a Wdrk as this, arid 
the removal of the ihimrnenIble Inconveni­
ences that clu now and. 'ba.ve in al1Ages 
attended this KingdlO'nl, ;thrbngh defect of 
[llch .Provifion for the Poor~ win-not 'be ill 
taken, although the Plaifrer a~' fir'ft triia,:oo 
IlGt exaalyfit the 'SOrf. ' 

In 



( 8J ) 
in the Di[cour[e of this Lbj(.>c't, I ilJall 

firfr alfert fome particulars, which I t hink 
are agr,ed by common Confent, and from 
thence take occHfion t o proceed to what il>. 
more doubtful. 

I. That DW FOfJr in England have n/wlly! 

been in 4 molf (ad and wretched COdditron; [om;; 
Famiilied for want of Bread, others Starved 
with Cold and Nakedne[<, :and many whole 
Families in all rbe Out Parts of Cities and 
great T OwDs,comlJlonly remain in a langui­
fiting uafry and ufde[s Crndition, Uncom ... 
fonabk.to themCelves, anJ Unprofi(ab:e to 
the Kingdom; this [$ conferred .an<11ament-

, ed by all Men. 
2 . That tbe CPhiJren of our Poor bred up 

in Beggery and L"z.ine(s, do by that means 
become Dot only of unbcallhy B04i(}J,and more 
tbad ordinarily fubiea to many loath Come 
D ifea[es, whereof very lJlany die in their 
tender Age ; and if any of (hem do arrive to 
years and ftrength, t bey are, by tl eir Idle 
habits contracted in t heir Youth, rendered 
for ever afeer indifpofed to Latour, and 
ferve only to frock the ]( ingdom with Thieves 
and Bcgg,JrJ. 

3. Thllt if ~O our impotent Poor were provi­
ded! , y; "ndthofe of both Sexes and &.-1/ Agu that 
t an do work of Imy kind employed. it Jl.'oHld 
TldoH/td fomt HHl1drcds of Th,lt[lInds of Pounds 

1 per 

/' 
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per Annum to the Publick AdvlIl1lage. 

4. Ti?tt it u ow Duty to God and Nall~re, fo 
to I'ro vjd~ for , a, d employ the Poor. 

). That by (Q doing onl of Ihe great fins (for 
which Jhu /i.wd ought 10 mO.1Irn)woHld be removed. 

;-~ 6. Tb~t &ur fore Fathrrs hold piOH4lnterrrions 
t1z:,/ZrdJ thj~ood Work, iU appellrs by the many 

. St~IJltes made by them to thjs purpOrt. 
7. TrJat there a fe places in the World where­

in the Poor art fa provided for. and employed, as 
in HoJland, Hambrough, NeW-England and 
ot,hen, and) (/J 1 am illfOYIlud, nOW in the City 
of Paris. • 
. Tbus far we alJ a~r€e: The firfr Quefii­
on then that n~turaJl y occurs is, 

Q!Jdtion, How comes it to pais that in En­
gland we do not nor ever did comfortably mltill-
tain .. nd employ our Poor? • 

The common An[wers to this Quefrion 
are, two. 
o. [. Thill our Laws to thit pHtpO[e are as good 

P.J (l'1y in the Wodd, bHIWt f ail in the txemtion. 
L Thai forme-ly in the days of our pio/U An­

ee(ion th~ wO',l;"w"", do~e, bttt nOw Charity is de-­
cyc.t{ed;anj ,Jut is the reafon we fee the Poor 
f) neglected as now t hey are. 

In borb which Anfwers ( I humbly COD' 

cei,e) the dfeB: is mifraken for the Caure: 
For though it cannot be denied, but then: 
barh been, aEd is a great failure in the Ex-e-

. cution 
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rution of thofe SIa/l1m which relate to the 
Poor, ye t l fay, the~'lIIfe ~f (htl/fai/Nrc twh 
ban occaJiof,cd by def,a of the Laws them­
[elves . 

For otnerwife, what is the reafoD that in 
ou r la te times of Confulion and Alteration, 
wherein almoft every party in the Natiall, 
at one time o-r other, took tlieir turn at the 
Hel m, ard all had that Compafs ( thofe 
Laws) to Steer by, and yet Done of them 
cou~, or ever did, conduC!: the Poor into a 
Har of fecurity to them, and profit to 
t he King om, i. e. none [nfflciently tlIllirilAin­
~d the Impotent , and employed the Indigent a­
mongp UI : And if this was never done in 
an y Age, nOf by any [art of Men wbatfoevef 
in thi'S Kingdom, who had the nfe of tbofe 
Laws now in fo rce, it [eems to me a very 
itrong Argument that it never could, nor e­
ver will be done by thOle Laws, and that 
confequently the defect lies in the laws 
themfe1ves, not in the Men, · i. e. thofe that 
fhould put them in Execution. 

As to (he [econd An[wer to the aforefaid 
Queft ion, wherein Tl:ant of Charity is afIigned 
for another caule why the Poor are now [0 

lmuch neglected, I think it is a ScandaloUi, 
,ungrounded Accu[ation of our ContempoTayieJ 
(( exc~pt in relation to building of Churches, 

hich I confers thi, generation is not fo 
12 propcIlfe 

/' 
." 
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Propenfc to, -:'is former have been) for ~o.!t 
that I converft with, are not fo much troub­
led to G<J,rt with their Money, a, h,ow to 

<. place it, that it may do good, and not nun 
to tl\e Ki!lgdom: For, If they give to thl 
Bf.l gars in the Streqrs, or at their Do~r!, they 
ft.1r thty mlOY do fum by encouraging that h;-­
zy unpro fitqble kind of Life; andiflh~ygh;, 

, m~re tluln Iheirproportions j~ their reJPtffive Pa­
riFleS, 1,hat ( th~y fay ) is but givilJg to t~e Rich, 
fo r t he Poor arc not itt on Work thq-ebv, 
1lor have the more gi ven them; but AnIy: 
their rich Neighbollrs pay the l~fs l 'And for 
wh.at' was given in Chflrciw to the vijited 
Popr, and to filch, as w~re im,P9verijhed by the 
Fir~; w.dlave be~rd of fo many and gr~at A,. 
bufes of that kind of Ch"rily, t~t moll:.Meu 
are under fad difcouragements in relation 
thereun to, 

I Write not this to divert any Man from 
Works of Cbarity 6f any kind: He that 
giv fs to any in W:jnl does well; bllt he thtlt gi7{u 
to Employ lind I;ducntt Ihe Poor, fa M torwdey 
them ufefui to the KiTfgdum, irl my judgmwt 
d,·ts btttpr , 

MlU here by the way, not to leave Men at 
a lo[s- how to dirpo[e of what God lball in­
d ine (heir Hearts ta giv~ for the benefit of 
tb e Poor, I tbink it not impertinent to pro­
pofe the 'Hofjilll15 of this City, and Poor td-

bol4Y~ 
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bouring PI6ple that /1IIVI: mltny Children, and 
make a hard (bitt to fuftain them bl' their 
induftry, whereof there are mulliwjes ill 
the out Parts of this City, A.f the beft obj~dl; of 
Ch .. rity ift prefem. 

But to retUrn to my purpof<:, viz.. to ,-
prove that the want of Ch.irit) likewife that 
is now, and always hath ueen, in reJa rioR 
tu ti1e Poor, proceedJ ft~m d dcfeE1-1n Ol/r L~;I!. 
Ask any Chari ta ble minded Man as he goes 
along the Streets of L ondon , vkwing t he 
Poor, viz. BOJ!, Girl!, Me" and Women of all 
A , and many in good Health, &c. wby 
he a hers do not take care fo r tbe fetting 
tbofe Po~ Creatures to Work? WiU he 
not readily anfwer, that he wifterh hearti­
ly it could be done, tho' it coft him a great 
part of his Eftat~, but he is bu t one Man, 
and carr do nothing towa rds it; giving them 
Momy, M hAth been [aid, being hut I e bring them 
into a liking and contimalnet in that way. 

The fecond Q!1eftion then is, 
Queftion 2 . Wlmein lie! the dCf(f1 of enr 

prtfent Laws relating to the Poor! 
. I anrwer, that there may be many, but 
I 1hali here take notice of one onl y, WhlCA 

I think to be Fundamental, and which un­
till altered, the Poor in England can never 
be well provided for, or Employed; and 
~hat when the [aid FUl'Idamental R.rror is 

J .3 well 
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well amended, it is almofl: impoffible they 
fuould lack either Wor k or Maintenance. 

The [aid radical Error I eflam 10 be the [elt. 
'ZIi r.g il to the ,are of (wry PariJb to maintain 
their own Poor only; upon which follows the 
fuifting off; fending or . whiping back the 
Poor Wanderers to the pl~ce of their Binh, 
or lafl: abode: T he prattice wh~reof I have 
feen many years in London, to fignifie as much 
asever it will, which is jult nothing of gocd 
to the Kingdom in general, or the Poor 
thereof, tho' it be fomrtimes by accident tp 
fome of them a Punifhment w hrout effea; 
I fay withollt effect, becaufe it refortll~tJlot 
t he Party, nor difpofcth the min,2r ,,'''0thers 
to Obrdjence, which arc the true ends of 
all Punifhment. 

As for infl:alllce, a Poor idle Perfon,that will 
not Work, or that no Body will Employ in 
the Country, comes up to London to Jet lip the 
Trade of Blgging; [tlch a perf on probably 
may Beg up and down the Streets feven 
years, it may be feven and twenty, before 
llny body asketh why /he dotl:! fo, and if at 
length fhe hath the ill hap in fome Parith,. 
to meet with a more vigilant Beadle thaD:one 
of twenty of them are, all he· does is but 
to l~ad her t he length of five or fix Houfes 
into another Parifh, and then concliJdes, as 
Pi~ Maf/(rJ the Parijhioners do, that h~ hath 

c!Ol!C 
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done tbe put of a molt d; ligent Officer: 
but suppofe he [bould yet go fu rt her 10 the 
end of bis Line, which is the end of lre 
Law; aod the perfeCt Execut ion of his Of­
fice; that is, ru ppor~ he fh o~ld caIrY rhi. 
poor wretch to a Jull:ice of the Peate, and 
he ibould order the Deliiquem to be Whir r, 
and rent from Parifb to l'ariib, to the pl.ce 
of her 'Birth orlafr Abodr , v...h ich nOLone 
'Juftice of t wenty (throu(!,h pity or c th~r 
caure) will do; even this is a grea t charge 

pOD the O)UDtry, and yet (he bllfiners of tbe 
Narion it feIfwholly uLldone: For no fo oner 
da:-l;L~he Delinquent arrive at th e pl ~ ce af­
fignw, -~ for Olame or idlenefS fh e prefent­
ly deferts it, and wanden cireal ), back , or 
fome other way, hoping fCH belt r fo r tu ne-, 
whilfr the Parifh to which fhe is ren t, know­
ing her a La zy, and perhaps a I'.or r~ qUJ li­
fy'd perron, is as willing lO be nd of her, 
as fbe is to be gone from theilce. 

If it be here retorted upon me, that by 
my own Confeilion, much of this mifch itf 
happells by tbe non, or ill Execution of the 
Laws; I fay belter Execu'tion than you hav e 
f~en you mult not expect; and there rrlU ne­
ver a good Law mllde that roM not rodl CXfeH ­

te"-,the fault of the Law c<lufing a f . ilure of e:.:­
teu/ion, it beinl/; Datural to all Men to urc the 
remedy next at hand, ~nd reft farisficd wi t h 

D 4 fh:fC* 
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lbifring the Evil from their oWn Doors; 
which in regard they can fo eafily do, by 
threa tning or thruf1:ill~ a Poor Body out of 
the verge of their own P arijh, it is unreafon­
able and vain to , hope that ever it will be 
o .herwiff'. 

FlY the Laws lI[aiftjilwmlltes, and empow. 
erill,!; the Par,inloners to t]ke Security befOfe 
they fuffer any Poor Pe rfon to Inhabit a­
mongll: th~m~ it may be they were p,rudent 
Conititlltion, at the times they were made ,..: 
(-and before England was 11 place of Trade f 
~nd may be f('l nil! in fom: Conotri 'I, 

~ but 1 am /ltre in Cities 4nd t""t IS of 
lrade they are altogether improper,· and con­
trary to I he'prafiiic£ of olhe, CitjtS and Trading 
To",nJ abro p.d. The Riches of a City, as of 
a Nalion, c9nGfting in the mblltirude of In­
habitants; 2nd iffo, yOIJ mull: allow Inmates, 

. or have a City of COltages. And if a right 
courfe be taken for the tultentation of the 
1'00" and [ctting them on Work, you need, 
invent no Stratagems to keep them eut, but 
n:t her to bring them in. For the refort of 
Poor to tl City or' Nation weD mllnAgtd,ij in elfdl 
fhe conjl!l '~ of Riches to th~r City or Nlttio,,;. 
and therefore the fuhtilc Dutch receive, and 
relieve, or employ all that come to them, 
pot enquiring what Nation, much lefs wbOiC 
Pqriih they are ~f\ ' 

f!.!!.eftiolJ 
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0!.4H~n 3· Th.e third Quefrion: If the 
defta be in our LawJ, how JI,dl we find " rme· 
dy ,h.lt 111<1y pe rational and confifttnt ? 

This I confers is a hard and difficult que· 
frion , it is oneof the Ardua Ref,l1i, and may 
very well de[erve the moll deliberate conli­
deration of our wifell: CO"fTceOors. And if 
a whole SdIi~n of ParJi"ment ,!ere emwoy­
OOlon this lingular concern, I think it would 
be time fpent as lDuch to the GJ(')ry of God 
and good ohhis Nil/ion, as in any t hing thac 
~ oble and worthy Patriots of their Country 
CO'(.l be engaged in:. But feeing I have ad ven­
tur€O~us far,l !hall bumbly proceed to offer 
rome general propofals that have a tenden­
cy tow.rds the effecting this great Work, 
which \ieing fcrionOy thought of and deba­
ted by wifer Men, may be capable of fuch 
melioration as may render them in a great 
rnearure dfeCtul11 to the Kingdom in general; 

.altho' at prefent, to preVellt that comillon 
Objec\:ion, that great Mutations are dan­
gerous; I Ihall only propofe them to be ex­
perimentt-d in there parts of the Kingdom, 
whier 4re the Vitals of our body politick, 
w~Jich being once made found, the cure of 
the rell willlnot be difficult. 

Prop1Jition r. Firll then I propofe) ThAt 
the City of Lo~don And Weftminller, Bur­
ro,,! I, of Southwark) and alt other rI4ceJwit~. 

Uf; 
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In tile u[lIai Lilies of Commllnicalion, defcribod 
ln the Weekly Bills ofM(Htality, mil} by A c1 
of Par/lI~ment be fljfociated into olle Province, or 
Line of Commlt.,ic;lI io ~ for relief 0/ the Poor. 

2. T l7at that be am AjJemb/y of Men ( and 
[ueh as they lllaIl from time to time appoint 
and deputife ) CI1rrHjled 'With the c"r~ for , and 
tre411rt of, all the poor wllhin the [aid pale or 
Li"e ofComm'.micAtion. 

3. Thill the [&lid /lJembly be incorporated by 
.AU of far/ iament, with perpe tual Succeflioo, 
by tbe name of flt lhfrl of tbe Poor, or fome 
otner honourable and Ggnificant Title. I 

4. Thllt "II Conftab/il, Chllych-rrardrh, 
Ovrr[urJ, or other OfficeTiin all Pari f; with, 
in! he raid Line, be Ji,bordinate .. nd .1Ccollntablt 
to the [aid Fat/urs of the Poor, and theil' DeiJJ:iu 
for, alld in all tiJinp rei uill( 10, I he Poor. 

S. That ,he [.!lid F r.rhcrJ' of the Poor may b.1ve 
liberty 10 trjJ. [t and receive into tl.,;r CUII·reM 

Tre .. [ury, for relief of their Poor, fi m/Jcb 
Alomy from evn, P.lrifh, a& they yearly paid to 
that p/Jrpo[e, a~y 4tiJe rl.ree Years prccreding 
,hi! Conflill,tjOl1)a~d to compel the p.lyment therl­
of, bm not of mOHo 

6. Tb.,t the [lid F.slhcrJ of tbe Poor, .lnd thrir 
D'PHticJ rJMy have very l,lr!!.( I1l1d [HffiCif1l( pDrNr 
jn .111 rhingJ rt/.lIi,,. /0 the Poor, anJ particular­
lY to h:lve and fec iv the charitable benevo­
lcnc~ of ;Ill pcrron~ once every Lords DJY in 

every 
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every Parilh-Church, and in any other Meet­
ing of Pious Cbriftians, and at any ether 
time or times wbich they (hall think fit. 

7. That the ['!id fathers of the Peor, and 
fuch as they (ball authorife, may hlt"!;e pen'", 
to pprcha[e Larul.l, (yea and endow ~Vork. ho..ji:J, _ 
HoJPitalI, and Ho#[eJOfCorrtilion, and [O(X­

ercife all other Powers relating to the Poor, 
tbat any number of Jltftic<J gilhe Pta(.ll now 
may do, in their £2!;:mer· SffJiOnJ, or other , 
wife. 

. 8. That the [aid Father 1 of the Poor m.ty have 
\power to fond Jilch Poor beyond th. Seal III they 

F<'!O think fit, into hiJMajtjfieJ Planwiom, ta-
kirrg ~~urity for their confonable Mainte­
nance Quring their fervice, and for their 
freedom afterw'nds. 

9. That the (aid F "thm of the Poor may hlt'!!e 
power to creeE pmy Blink! "lid Lumbardl f or the 
benefit of the Poor, if they fbaa fndit convenie7Jt, 
and alfo to receive the one half of what is 
paid at all tbe Doors of Play-houfel, and 
have the PAtent for Farthir.gl, and to do what­
ever elfe his Mlljeftyand ParliAment fhall 
think fit to recommend to them, or leave 
to theirdefcretion. 

10. ThM the Treaf#re thAt (hall b. Coll/iled 
for thil purpo[e jhall be IIccou/1red [aered, and 
that it be Fellony to mifapply, (orceal, Jend 
or convert it to any other u[e or pm'pole 
wh,,~foever. J J . 
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J I. Th<tt th(l,t be no O<ttfu, cr ther Tejl, 

impofc d upon the {Aid P./theY! of the fo,r, at their 
admilfion, 10 barr our N,onconf ormtfts , amongft 
whom t here will be found fom e excellent 

' " 'lnlhuments for lhis good WOIk, and fuch 
as wi!! confrantly attend it ( (or if they be 
k~ pt ouc, the People will be cold in their 
CbariS)', and 111 their hopes of the [u(cefs. ) 

12. That ttJe'jllid FAthers of Ihe Poor m"y 
conjl4mly IVMr [ome honourAble Meddal, fuch as 
[he King- and P"r/iAment jh .. 1t deviJr, befides 
the green St4! whiCh is now ufed in London 
to fucb Jill\! purpofe (but upon extraor~ 
nary da ys only) 10 denote their Auth~fiJ 
Office, at all times, 2Hd in all places, alter the 
IDdoner of the Habits in SpAin, or rather as 
have all the FIlJJJiLi"rs of the InlJllijitlon in 
moll Romijll Countries, witn admirable ef. 
fett, though (0 a wicked purpore; the con­
fequence whereof will be, that the [aid F". 
then of the Poor, being numerous, and dif. 
per!/: by their Habitatj~ns and Buliners, into 
mofr pJrts of their Pro'UinCt, will readily fee 
any negleCts of Officers, and as eafily redrefs 
them; the Idrdd<ll wllich they wear about 
th~jll, being a fufficient Warraot to com~ 
mand Obedience (rom all PA~ijh-OJficerJ 
where eVer they come, altho' their rcrrons 
be not known there. 

J 3. TUat the {4id F.Jlhers of the POOf' nitr; 
JUi'IIe 
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have liberty to admit into tbeir Sociny and all 
PO'lflers IJnti Privl/edges equ.ti lVlth them,any per­
[om (holt are wi/lj"g to ferve God, thEir King IIlId 

COJWtry,in tiJis pioM ,md pl,blick. WOlk,the perfons 
defiril1g to be fa ad7r1itted, p4J1ng at their admi[­
fton 100 i. or Alore into the Poors Treafury, 
as a demonftration of t he ftncerity of their 
Intentions to labour in aod cultivate this 
mo!!: Religious Vineyard. This I only offer 
bec2ufe the nu~ber of the faid FAthers of the 
Poor hereafter mentioned, may b: thought 
-;atber too few than too many. 

"r~. That the [;lId FAtbers ofehe Poor, be(idtt 
the AutforilY now exercifed ~r 'juftices of the 
PeaH, may h4'l1e fame lefi limited Powers given 
them, in reilidon to the pJlnifhment of their own 
and Parifh-OfficeYl, by pecuniary mums for tbe 
Poors benefit in cafe of negha, and orherl'1ife rut 

his Majefty and the Plfrljament !hall think fit. 
15. nit( the [aid Fathers of the Poor mAy 

have freedom to fet the Poor on work abONt what­
[oever M,mllf .. f1ure they thin~~t, with a Non­
objfante to all Patents that have beea or !halt 
be granted to any p rivate Perron or Perfons 
for the [0 10 Ma nllfaau re of anYCommod iry ; 
the want of which Pri viledge, I have been 
told, was a prejudice to t he Work-houfe 
at Clerkenwell, in t heir late defigIl of fetting 
their Poor Children abour making of HllngJ 
jng'. 
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16, Th It nil Yl1citncieJ by reafon 0/ aMth 0/ 

tin)' of the {a id F.lt?}frJ of the Poor be perpe/lli/Oy 
fllN l1 d by tleflion of fhe Survivor}, 

Q."ef/ . + The fourtb Queftion is, who Jhall 
/' ( the Pcr{ilIJ tntmfted with fo gUilt II Work,and 
f ilch exa [s of Porrer, 

T his is a QU'efhon likewife of fome diffi­
cui y, and the more in regard of our pre­
f.:nt Differences in Religion; but I Ihall an­
fw r j ( ~s Vl- cll as 1 can. 

In gene raJ 1 fay, Thry muft h filch II! the 
I'toplt mllfr /Jll'Ue Ample [atiJf"Ui?n in, 1'/' (I ., 

lI 'JJole def gn will be loft: For if the U r"'er[aIi­
ty of to Pwple be not fati~fl d with thl: 
Pcrfons, they W ill never part witb tbeir 
Money; but jf they be wdl fatislied therein 
lhcy will be miracnloufly Charitable. 

0!.e/f. 5 This begets a Ii fth Qp~ftion viz.. 
Wh~t fort of Men the People trill b~ moft fll liJji-
cd J1J r ' 

I an rwer, I tbinkinnont{o fPe/lM[sdMr./y 
II! It Com'lJOn Hall of the Li-'erY-l1ien of London 
jlJ.tll milk! choice oj I it being evident by the 
experience of many Ages, that the fevefi~ 
Co/pora/jollJ in Lond~n arc tbe beft .Admini­
[lrf/lo'l'J of what is Iefe to cbllrit.lbleVfcJ, thac 
ha ve eve I' bet'\1 in this K jt}ga'om I W bich is 
manifeft in the regular, Jl1ft and Prudent 
management of the Bofpir,,/J of Lond()TI, and 
was wlfdy obC! rved by [)o{/oor Collet, D e.tn 

~f 



( 95' ) 
DfSt. Paul's, th2t prudent Ecclcfi4l ick, when 
he left the GQvel nment of that School, and 
other great Revenues aHigncd by him for 
charitable Ufes, unto the difpofition of the 
Mercers Company. 

ObjeEf. But here it m!y be objeCted, That 
Coumry-GenrlclJim, who hav~ Power in pla­
ces of their Refioences, and payout of their 
large Ell:ates confiderable fU[11S towards the 
Maintenance of their Poor withiothe afore-

--\troited Precin:2s, may be jufrly offended if 
tbey likewife have not a lhare in the difrri­
butiot. CJ! whaot lhall be raifed to thar pur­
pofe. 

AnflT!. I anfwer,the force of this Qbj~ction 
may be much taken off, if th~ City be obliged 
to choofe but a certain number out of the 
City, as fuppofe feventy for London, ten out 
of Southro,(rk forthat Burrough, twenty for 
Weftminfter, this would hefr fatisfie the Peo­
ple, and 1 think do the Work: But if it be 
thought too much for the City to have the 
choice of any more than their own feventy, 
theI1#}lices of Pelfce in their 0!.arter-SIIJ!iollf, 
may nominate and appoint lheir own num­
ber of Per fans to afIifr for t heir refpeCtive 
Juri[dictions, and [0 to fupply the vacancy 
in cafe of Death, &c. But all muIl; be COD­

jnnctive, byt one Body p~titjck., or the work 
will never be dOlle. 

£0eft· 
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Qllrft.6. The ~Xlh C211cllion is, Whlltw;O 

be , b,- ",d'VAnt AgC 10 ,I1e K ingtiom il1 gentrl'll, IIJ'Jd 
to 111c Poor in p.J.Triell/f1T, ,b., will "CCTue hy (uch 
.. SociclY of Men, more thfln u er.joynld. by the 
LawJ ,It prtfem ? 

I an fwer, innumerable and unf peakable 
an the -Benefits of this Kingdom that will 
arire (rom the'Confoltations and d bat s of 
rech i.!. wife anr.! hand!: Council, wbo being 
M n ro elected as aforefaid, will ccrtai>lly 
confcionably frudy and labout to dircbarge 
their truf\: in this fcrvice of Goa, their Kill, 
and COIInrry. ~ . 

I. The Poor, of what qu.tlity (ot'Vtr, IlJ [o4>t 

iJ; thty tire met If>lIh, wi!) e in:H!t4i.:JtIJ J"tiic'VcJ 
or fet 011 work mhere tbty aT( [olrnd, wdoout IJllr­
']PlI them fom pillee to pl:tCe~ lind t~TtUTW,{ 
their Bod;e! to no pHTpO!I. 

1.. Cb4ritllble -mind d.-men wili haw ctrt.1i7Jly 
where tQ difpofe of /11 ir Ch ,icy, fo iLl .~ tlUJ ~c 
employed to Tight p"'"pojiJ. 

3. Houfe·k~fpers will be [md[rom theimol­
ler IIbie inc/lml'T,mcc of Bt'l~ lin III tl;tir DooTJ. 

4. Tbe P/.$/Iflltiolls TlI,/l b~ rigl/larry fltnli~d 
,pith Scr'!lttnls, and Jbofe that rt /eTlt ,ion her well 
providalfoT. 

). n« j.lid A/ftfllbly. will dO/lbtlifI "PfOillt [om' 
of I hr;r Offln ft{rmb 'os to 'V.fil ar}(J rellf'vf filth 
liS ItTt fick, a~ ofteR s th~rc 0) n be occ lion, 
togetiJer with Poor Laboudn F mili s bott\ 
in ~ity and SIIUurbl. 6. P~or 
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6. Poor Children wiU be Inftm[ftd in L,arn­

i alfd Arts, and thereby rendt'red ferviee­
able to their Country, and many other wor­
thy Ads done for publick Good by t he joynt 
Deliberation of fo many prudent and p ious 
Men, ailifred with fuch a Power and PUrfe, 
moroe tball can be fore-feen or exprelfcd by 
a prince Perfon. > 

~/f- 7- The Seventh Quefrion may be, 
WhAt jhall aU the Poor of thefe Cilh and COkn. 
tries, being1Jery nU1?JerOUl, be emfloyed about l 

This Que!1ion will be anfwet'd beft by 
the faid A{fcmbly therufdves, when they 
liave met m"Yd confulted together, who can­
not be pnfurued deficient of Invention to 
fet all the Poor on Work, efpecialJy finee 
they may eauly have admirable Prefidents 
from the Praltiee of Holland in this parti­
cular, and have already very good ones of 
their own, in the Orders of their H ofpiftfls 
of Chri{f' J·Church and Bridewell in Londol1 ; 
the Girls maJ be empl.yed m mending the 
CloathJ of the Aged, in Spinning, Carding, and 
other Linnen Manufll.Clules, and ma"y in s owing 
Lil1nl» for the Exchange, or Ifny Hou{e-keeperi 
that wifl put Ollt Linnen to the M"tror!l that 
hll1Je the Government of them. 

Tht Boys in picking O~""" making Pin!, 
rlljping Wood, ma' i~g Hangings, or any other 
M.nufafIuw of -any kind; which whether it 

K turns 
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turns to pre£; nt PrOD t or not, is not mtlch 
materi al, the great Bu!inef~ of the Nation 
belng firft bilt to keep the Poor from Beg­
g ing al d Starving, aod inuring fueh as arc 
aDk to Labour aod Dlrcipline, that they lIlay 
be horeafter ufeful Members to the King­
dam; But to conclude) I (ay the \vifd!: 
Man, living ..... Solitarily, cannot propore 0,-

, imagine fuch excellznt Ways and Metnod; 
as \\fill be tnyentcd by the united Wifdom.-r 
of fo Grave an .r.r{tmbIJ. 

The fitting of the raid AtJimb0', t lmmbly 
con(,eive, ought 0 be, P a.e J-~m; the 
QlAsrum not more than Th~ - n; 'fhe: 
ther they thin Yearly, r~ ODthl;t or Weekly 
ehoofe a PrcftdCTIr, how t,le' null dilhibUte 
themfelvcs into the feH:ral quaiters of the 
Comml/n ',<tl;'Ofl, what rYV{Hrcrs a.d oiller 
Offtcm to employ, :Jnd where, aod how 
m .. ny, will beft be d~ti:rmioed by rhcm­
felves, and that without difficulty, bcc3ll1e 
many rU:lt wilT probJ.')ly be Members or th~ 
laid AffimblJ, have aJre-ldy had luge Exp::: 
Tienec of th~ overnmenr of the HII/p.ru/s 
of Llmdo,l. The manner of Election of (be 
fdid ['.lrbers of Ihr Poor, I hllmbly filpPOlr, 
c~nnot poffibJy be better C{"Iutrived (hall 
nfter the farne W'J.y \\bhh the Ellp-lm/I" 
Company hoofo their Com,nllter, which wiU 
pc vent the ContufiGD, Irregularity 3n t In~ 

certitude 
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certitud~ tbat may attend the Eleetion of 
"oices, or holding u~ of Hands; c"p€cia!! I 
becaufe the Perfons to be cleatd at one tjm~ 
will be v,r; rna'ny. The faid rranner prop\)fcJ 
is; every ElcHoy, vir... every Ltvey, A4,VI 
to bring to Grtild·hAIl at the appointed day 
for Elections, a Lift of the wbole number of 
Perfons, fuch as he thiJJks fit, that are to be 
Elected, and deliver t he fame openly umo 
[och Perfons as the Lord Mayor, Aldermen 
and Comtr.cn-COlll1cil Men iliall appoint tv 
make the Scrutiny; which Perfon, fa e,l­
trufted; .with the faid Sctutiny, feven or ten 
days after, as iliall be thought fit, at anoth~r 
Common-h.;di may declare who are the Per­
fons Elected by .the Majori ty of VoteS. 

If it be here objeCted to the whole 
purpofe of this Treat ife, that this work: 
may as well be done in diftinc: PariJ/,u, if 
all Parijllt: were ob;iged to bu;ld Work. 
haul's, and employl their Poor therein; as 
Dorchejler and (orne others have done with 
good fuecers. 

I anrwer, T hat [ueh at tem pts ba",re been 
made in many PJaces to my knowledgc,~ith 
very good intents and ftreuuous endeavoc,rs, 
but all,that ever I heard of, proved vaiil ~nd 
ineffefrual, as I fear wili that of C/erken-wel11 

except toat fing.L in ftanc~ of the: Tor.n of 
Dmhejl(r, which ytt lignifies nothing i.1 

K 2 nhtkn 
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relation to the Kingdom in general, becaufe 
all other placei cannot do tbe like, nor doth 
the Town of Dorchej/,r entertain nny but 
thei r own Poor only, lind Whip away all 
olhers; whereas that which I defign is to 
l)roiJof~ fuch a Foundation as Iball be large, 
wife, hooeIl a.-Jd rich enough to maintain 
and employ all Poor that come within the 
Pale of their COU1municatioD, without en­
quiring where they were Born, or laft Inha­
bited: WlJich I dare affirm witl! Humility, 
that n0thing buc a NlltiP114/, or at leaIl fuch 
a Pro'lli1Jr',,1 PurJe can fo well do,. nor any 
Perrons in this Kingdom, buc fuch only as 
{hall be pickt out hy popular Election for the 
reafon before all\!dged, viz.. That, in my 
opinion, three fourthr at leall: of the Stlc,\:.muft 
irrue from the Chari ty of the People; as I 
d ubc not but it will to a greater Propor­
tion, if they b: fatisfied ill the MlfnllgerJ 
thereof; bue if otherwi[e, not the fourtieth, 
1 might fay, not the hundredth part. 

I propofe the Majority of the faid Fllthm 
of t he Poor 10 be C',;t.tnr (though l .. m nonl 
my '[elf ) becau[e I thi nk a great {hare of the 
Mo ney to be employed, moil and will come 
from thelD, if ever the \Vork be well doncj 
as alfo, hceanlb their Habitations are neareft 
th ' Center of th~ir Bufinds, and they beft 
acquainted with aU Affairs of this nature, 

by 
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by their i.rperience in the Go, ernment of 
tbe Hefpitals. 

Earneftly to deure and endeavour, that 
the Poor of England fhoilld be better pro­
vided for and employed, is a work that was 
much lludied by my Deceafed Flfther ; and 
therefore thougb I be as ready to confefs, as 
any !hill be to charge me with,Difability to 
propofe a Model of Laws for this great 
Affair, yet I hope the marc Ingenious wi~ 
pardon me for endeavouring to gire aim 
towards it, unce it is fa much my duty, 
which in this particular { !hall be careful to 
perform (though I may be too remifs in 
others) as !hall appear by more vi fible and 
apparent demonftrations, jf ever this deugn, 
or any other (that is like to effea what is 
defired) fucceed . 

Now 1 have adventurl'd thus far, I !ball 
proceed to publi!h my Thoughts and Oh­
fervations ctlDcerning forne ~ther thin~s 
that have Relation to Trade, which r do 
without iny purpo[e or deugn, fave only 
to give occafion to my COHrrtry-men, to be 
Difconrfing and Mediating t1 pon thofe 
things wbich have a tendency to publick 
Good, from whence (tho' my Suggeftions 

• fhould be miftakes) probably fome good 
effect may en(ue, and therefore tbe lngeni-

K 3 0 ;5) 
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eus, I know, though they may differ from 
m , will not blame m for (he attempt. 

C I-I A~ E. III. 

Concerning Comp:mies of 
Merchants. 

C mp.f71ies of ""ICIChdllts are of twa forts, 
1m. . Comp.1/I;es iff JOJnt Slod, [8'(h as 

tile E"fl-'Jndi.I -'7omp.:lny , the MorcA-Comp""y 
( which i a Branc h of the 1'II1'key-Campany) 
and the G"u"ldnd CompAny, which is a Brauch 
of th Jdllfcovi.m-Comp.my; the other: [art 
are Comptl1'lies who Tr~de not by a jOjPrSto&k, 

. but only are under a Government and Re­
gulation, fuch are the H .. mbr.ough-Comp.1nJ, 
the Ttdry-Comp.1ny, the Eajil'l71d-Compa!J)I, 
~he MJ,fcovi4-CompanJ' 

It hath for many Years been a Moote Cafe, 
whether any Encorporating of Mercf.uznts, 
be fo r publick Go()d or not. 

For my own par t, I am of Opinion, 
T hat for COIin/ rir f with which his 111.-1-

j fly hath no AOiaI1Cf, nOl' can have any by 
rearon 
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reafon of their ciftance, or Barbarit,', or 
• on-Communication with the Princu of 
Cbri/hndo"" &c. where th.:re is a r.ecelliry 
of l\1ain~aining Forces and FOI ts ( filch as 
Eaft-India and Guinia) ComFar es of 111tr­
cham! are ahfolure ne(eifdry. 

2. It fiem; evident 10 me, tr,~t the gl'lstejf 
pArt of thtfe tlllO Tr~dti alight jar Fllblick Good 
to be managed by joynt Stock. 

3. It'; 'jHefthn .. bte to me, wbfthcr (tny other 
ComFany of Merch.tms me for publid Good 
or Hurt. 

4' I conclude however, tbllt all RcftriCfi­
anI of Trade are nallgbt, and conf' tly 
that no Company whatfoever, I"lherh they 
·Trade in a ioym Stock or under Regda:iQn, 
C2n be for publick Good, except it may be 
eaGe for all, or any of his Majefiy'! Subjett­
to be admitted into all, or any of the [aid 
Companies. at any time, for a very inconlidc­
rable Fine, and tmt if the Fine exceed 20 I. 
including alI Charges of Admiffion, it is too 
much, and that for there Reafons : 

1. Becaufe the·DJSt~'b who thrive neft by 
Trade, and have the fureft Rules to thrive 
bY', admit I.ot o.ly any of their own People, bitt 
l'(len Jews and aU kjnd of Aliens, to be free of 
Any of their Societier of Merchants, ~r any of 
Ihor Citie! &r fown! Corpo'ate. • 

2.. N~thing in the World can enable U~ to 
K + COlfp 
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(OAP "jIb the Dutch in IIny Trllde, but Cl1CTca{e 

0/ H ,mdl and Slock, rohich II gcntr.1i admifi01l 
will do; many Hands and much Stock being 
as neceila ry to t he Profperity of any Trade, 
as Men and Money to Warfare. 

3. There is no pretence of any r;ood to 
the N ation by Companiu, but o"ly O, der and 
R'gll/afion of [rade; a lG if that be prefer­
ved (which tbe admdlion of all that will 
come in and fu bmit to the Reglliation, will 
not Prejud ice) all the good to the Nition 
that Gan be hoped for, by Compaliic/, is ob­
tained. 

+, The EII/llolnd, befide our Native Com­
modities, fpend great quantities of It.tlian, 
Sptfllijh, Porl"lal and FreuciJ Commoditiel, viz. 
Oyi, Wille, Fmil, Sugar, Sliccads, Shoomack, 
&c. Now in regard our E"ft COHlltr'Y M(T­
Ch"1111 of Englmrd are few, compared with 
the Dille", and intend principally that one 
Trade out and home, and confequently are 
not fa converfant in the aforef.id Commo­
ditj~J, nor forward to adventure upon them, 
a lld feeing that by the Complfllies Cb.Jrnr 
our Ira/ian, Sp.mijll, Portl/gal and Frmch 
Mcrci},l111 s, who underItaod thofe COWlmodilitJ 
pcrfctlly weIl, are excluded thofe Trades, 
or"at JeaIt, jf the C,mplf1JY will give th m 
leave to lend alit thole Goods, are noc 
llcrmittcd to bring in t lle Rc,urns; it fol~ 

lows 
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lows, that the Dutch mull [upply Denm"r~, 
Swedw, and all parts of the Baltiq',e, wilh 
moil: of thofe Cimmodities; and [0 it is in 
Fact. 

5. Tbe Dutch who have no EafJlAnd­
Company, yet have ten rimes the Trade to the 
Eajlem Parts as we have; and for Ilaly~ Spain 
and PDrtugal, where we have no Companies, 
we have yet left full as much, if not more, 
Trade, than the Dutch. And for RlffJia and 
Gr~ nd, where we have Companies (and I 
think Eftablilli'd by Af1 or AEfs of Parliament) 
ODr Trade ii in effect wholly loft, while the 
Dutch have, without CompllnieJ, encreafed 
thein to above Fourty times the Bulk of 
what the re!idue of ours now is. 

From whence may be inferred, 
1. Thltt refJr4ined limited CompAnies are not 

alone [ufficitnt to prefer",! lind encreafe It Trade. 
2. That limited CompaNieJ, tho' EfJablifbeJ 

by AEt of P4rliAment, mlly lore IlTrade. 
3. Tj,lIt Trllde may be cttrried on to any 

part of Cbriftelldom, And encreafed, withoM 
Companies. 

4. That we hllVt decli/ltd more, at l.tell- h47Je 
encreafed lefl, in tho{e TradtJ limited to Com­
panies, than in others where all hi; Majejlies 
SubjeEJs have had equal freedom 10 Trade. 

The common ObjefJions againll: this eaue 
Admiffion of aj his MajeftitS SubjeEJs int8 
Companies of Merchllnfs, are; Objt' EJ. 
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I anfwer, firfr, W, fie JIO file:] thi g in 

Holland, nor in the opm Trad'J, viz. Er"r.ct, 
Spd/in, Po·rilg~l) Irllly, and all our O\':n Jl -
ratroni, r,eith"r can War well be, for to drive 
a Retail TY.lde to any purpofe, rer;u;res a ~.ans 
full Stock, as wdl as his fQ ,~tkld nce. and 
10 doth it to drive the Trade vi a It " .. 1.t, 
and therefore fev.· can find Stock ~nd time to 
attend both; from whence it falb s, rl dr 
of the many Hundreds "hi h in mtmory 
hav . curned A.ltYch"lIItJ, very few conti"u,<1 
long to follo w b:lth, but COmmOnlj, alt~r 
two or three Years E:rperieoce,betak;: them­
felves wholly to ifleYchp.ndi:::.ins, or recur .ed 
to the fole E:rercire of t heir Rel,lll W~J; bt;.; 
whether the y dO, or do not, concerns not 
the Nation in gtneral, whore common In­
terefr is to buy cheap, whatever apDellation 
the ~e/lcy hath, whether that of a meer Mer­
chI/nt, Gemleman~ {)r a Sinp-k!tptr. 

Objet!:. 3. If Sfgop.~ epers and oth~r Unex. 
perienced Perfons may turn Merchants, &c. 
they will through Ignorance neglect buying 
and fending out our Nati1JeJ1anujaElurcJ, and 
will tend out our Money,or BIHs of Exchange, 
to buy Foreign Commodities, which is an ap­
parert Nationallors. 

I anfwer, That Shop. keepers are like all other 
Men (led by their profit) and if it be fOT 
thei; Advantage to fend out J,,1amJfnEtIlYes, 

the 
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they will do it ",jchollt forcing; and if it 
be for tbeir Profit to fend over Money or 
Bill of Exchange, they \ViiI do that and 
fo will Mtrellllnts as foon, and as milch, a. 
they. 

Objet\:. 4. If II' J mlly be "amitwl, &c. 1lI1w 
do 11 c gel I) our Se ven Te,'rJ ScrvlCr, "7/li lb. 
gu.,t SHmJ qf M on,) 0/11' P"rWIJ Kif"" 10BIna 
<!J ApprtntHtJ to 1erel'ants. &c. Ana Tliho 
rgjll htrc.;/t(r Bind h" Son 10 " Merchant? 

1 anrwer, The 'If" oj S,r.,cr "na gl-.iT:g of 
MOIJI) n jlh Apprwt ietl, 1 h"H ,,11l''')J 111:1i. r­
flood 10 be Ihe It.lrning of Ibt Arl Or Sne, ct 
of J1crc/'AlldJ:::..ir.g. nOI Iht f'lIrch..ji"g of AIJ 

Jmmll it) or 111ollopo/), 10 Ib, PrtjudHc of ()fJT 
C,umry ; and thac it is fo, is evident from 
the Pracb c, there being mlny gencral,ldT­
ch,.,,11 [h t are free of no partiellar Com(~'J, 
who can have as large Sums of ,\1on y with 
Apprentices, as any oeber that are free of 
one or more particulJr Comp.UJlt} of JlltT­
eil.Inls; and many Merchants that IIrc frce 
of particular Companies, unto whom few 
wiil give allY oofidcnhlc Sums of Money 
with Apprtlf' tJ; the Propowon of Money 
g1V«:n wIth AfPrwlIUJ not following the 
.mp~lIy a JlI,rlls~1/t i fre of, but the con­

dition of the !\Iaflet, as co his more or IeI' 
I cl'lItcd Kill in hi. C~\Iing, Thriving or 
going b clI:w 1 d, gr ater Q1 !cUer Tr ut, 

well 



( 109 ) 
we1l or ill Government of himfdf and 
fam ily, &c. 

ObjeQ:. ~ . If aO Jhould be admirted on 11K" 
eafit terms. will not thAt be mahifejf injujti,e t~ 
the Companies of M.erchants, who by tbern­
[elves ur fredece{fors have been at gre.ct Dif'­
blfflments to fllrchafe Priviied"es and Im1llJ/­
nities .Abroad, ttl the TurkeY-Company, and 
the Hambrough-Company h.we done. 

Illnfwer, That I am yet to learn that any 
Company of Merchants not Trading with a 
Joyn Stock, fuch as the Turkey, Hambrough, 
Mu[coviA and EaftL.cl1d Companies, ever Pur­
chafed their Priviledges, or Built and Main­
tained Forts, Caftles, or ~aQ:ories , or made 
any. Wan at their own Charge; ~ut I know 
the Tllrk!y Compan), do maintain an Em­
balfador and two Conful. and are fome­
times neceITitated to make prefents to the 
Gr.cnd Seignior, or his great Officers; and 
the Hambrough Company are at fome charge 
to maintain their Deputy, and Minifrer at 
Hambrough; and I think it would be great 
Injuftice that any fhonld Trade to [he places 
wiubin their Charters, without paying the 
fame Duti~s of Leviations toward s fheCom­
panies charge as the prefent Ad v-enturers 
do pay, but I know not why any fhould be 
barred from Trading to thofe· places , or 
forced to pay a great Fine for AdmiITion, 

that 
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tilat llrc willing to pay tbeCollp'l1Ji(J Duties, 
and rubmit (0 t:;c CVl'l1p.1mes Regulation and 
Otder in other lC[Pctts. 

Ohj, i'), If flfJ 11I"J be.1 imi,ted, .u 4oreJaid, 
tim' /ilch /l,/mbCTJ of S,'op'l;rrpctJ .nd orberJ 
WOlffd (ome in 0 ,he Socjety of rrkrciJaots, IU 

,"oll/d by II}t M.JJonry of rom fo milch .alter the 
(JQver"O/lrl, Dip"'] 11/4 ,/;rJift",:tJ fif the r(­

fpeCfiueCollJpJ"ics, tIJltll,gf/;,.,ult Pa[onJ nOllfd 
(oms illlo thlJfc lufivg pLt,,!, 10 the gener,Il 
pH) ,dirt' of II1{t T,.ila,J. 

i an r wer, T/Jo(c rl'de m,lke tbM Objtflior., 
if Ih,y h ,11,rc/1;mt,', k,.,Oll' wrrt u vcry little 
IN 1/, f r th : 'I i1 n,t to i ,. rxptEhd tbn Iwu,ty 
Sllop- rpcr,·, 11/ (om~"inlo " ) onr Cor-.p.my in If 
Tdl i and therefore Gm have no conude. 
'f:'l.blc Influenc.: upon the EleEtions; but if 
1111ny more II 0 Cume in, it would be the 
bene!' hr the N"'I() I, Jnd not the \Yor[e for 
the ('Off/P''''!, for that all I\I~n 31 c l~d oy 
the; r Il1terefl:;l and it b(ing the common 
Jntcrcft orall th~t engage in any Trade, tha~ 
the Trade fhould be reF,tlJ.~(ed nod go fern d 
hy wi I;", hOllcti: and able Men, ther.:: is no 
df)l\bt bllr tllolt Men will Vote for ~bch as 
they !1 e~1ll !o to be, whkh is manitdt iu 
the tlll-Illd;1 COf;.'p.ny, WhCf(' n Itll r ,01-

tlrrmfl ,J"" SIJop.l:ap~rr lP(rf .. t Jirj (."eI •• it I, 
neith~r ore they yet kept ont; lilly f;"l'4h-
tfJ')l1 1I'/Nrj.(vtr bei"l fermI/tal 10 fDIIle I7Ito 

tlMl 
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thltt COmpal} t!;.1t Trill buy !n AElian, plnir.,!; 
onty fiue POPJldl to the Comp '.'1)' for hi. ad 1:[­
fan; and yec unde,iable Experience 11:,t1 
con vii ccd all Gain-fayers in this maLrer; 
that Campa")" finee its t:iVir.g had fo large 
and ,National a Fonndation, having likewllc 
had a fucceilion of much better G9vernOIIYJ, 
Deputjel and A/fiji- ,Viti than e'{er ithdd upon 
that narrow bottom it !tood form, rly, IV ht:n 
none could be admitted to the freedom of 
that COmpll"Y, for lefs than a Fine of Flf'Y 
POlmd/; and [he fuccefs hath b~e!1 anfwer­
able, For the firjl- Compa},y [tttied UPO" that 
narrow ljmifed Inler(jI-, although thei" SIOel,. 
Waf larger th.m rhu, d(cltyed and filla/I)' came 
to Ruin alfd Dt(lruflion; \Vhereas on the 
contrary, this being fettled on more rati JnaJ, 
andconfequently more ju!t, as we1] 3S more 
profitahle Principles,hatb throNgh GOti'sGood, 
ne{s thriven and enfreaJed 10 }hc Ircb/till of 
their firjl- Stock.. • 

• 
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C HAP. IV. 

Concerning the Aa of Na-
vlgatwn. 

T Hough this .Art be by molt conc1aded 
1\ >!cry Beneficial At! for chis King_ 

dom, efpcciaJly by tbe M41cn and OwnerJ 
of ShippIng, and by all SUI.men; yet fome 
(here arc, both wife and honeft Gl7Jtlemw 
and il1tTcJJatJtJ, that doubt whetber the la­
c nvenicllc s it hath brought with it, be 
not greater (han tbe Conveniences. 

For my own part, 11m of opinion that in 
relation to Tr.,ae, Shlppi'Jg, Profit and Power, 
ic i o~c of the choi eft od molt prudent 
Arti that liver Was made in EngT-md, and 
withQut which we had not now beel:! Orrmrs 
of one half th Shipping, uor Trade, nor Em­
ployrd, one half the Sea·mer. which we do 
at prefent ; bile feeing time hath diu overe'Cl 
DOle f nC01J'Ven;cnecJ in it, if no Defe&J,which 

in my poor opinion do admit of an eaJie 
Amendment, lind feeing that the whole AiJ 

is 
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is not approved by unanimous Confent, I 
thought fit to Di[cour[e a little concerning 
it, wherein after a Plain method I !hall lay 
drwn fuch Objections as I have met with, 
and fubjoyn my Anfw-ers, with fuch Rea[ons 
as occur to my Memory in Confirmation of 
my ow~ Opinion. 

The ObjeElionI againfl: the whole AEf are 
fuch as there; . 

Obj(il. I. Some have told me, That Ion all 
occaGons magnifie the Dutch Policy in relation 
to thdr Trade, 8nd the Dutch have no Act 
of Nlwigation, and therefore they are cer­
tainly nat always in rhe right, as to the un­
derfJ:anding of their true InterefJ: in Trade, 
or elfe we are in the wrong in this. 

I anfwer, I aRl yet to be informed where 
tho! DNtch have miffed their Rroper lntcrell: 
in Trade; but that -which is fit fOl oneNa­
tion to do in relation to their Trade, is not 
fit for all; no more than the fam~ Policy is 
mcelfary to a prevailing Army that are 
Mafrers of the Field, as to an Army of leiS 
force, to be able to encounter their Ene­
my at all times and places: The Dmch bj , 
reafon of their great Stocks, low Imereft, mldli­
tude of Merchants and Shipping, are M"/ferl of 
the Field in Trilde, and therefore have no nc,d 
to build C aftleJ, F ortrefJes and plllCfl of RetrMt ; 
fuch I account Laws of Limitation, and Se­
c'Sring of Particular Trades to the Nali'rles 
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of any Kingdom; becaufe they, viz.; the 
DIl: ciJ , may be well 2lfurcd, Thf/t no NII~lon 
(.tIl (' rtY;"I (ammon lIlIth lb.", in Ally Tyade, '0 

g'tfl [he.lIl by ii, while liJ<jr own ~fo of Mvrr,y 
tI oJt 3 per cent, and olhrrJ At 6 per cent 111161 
lop "rdJ, -co \Vh:rcds if we Ibould ruiEr 
their hIpping in comm')n with o'Jrsin thofc 
Trades ~ hich are fcc!.Ired to the En lilb by 
./1[/ of N.'7.ng JOIl, tb y roufl: necdr"rilv, in 
a few \\:ar<;, for the rCJfons above-faid, tat 
us quirt' OUt of th, m. 

Obi' 'to .:. Tre <cond O'j Elion tl) the 
whole.A tis; Sorte \\il1 confcl3 chat as to 
Jlfereh.17I1J <ll.d U,rnrn of Sbip], Int .A:I of 
_ ".It·j ,IIIOJ is (",;11(1'1"/ Bf1ItJi,i .. l, butfdY, th:lt 
.11uc Is and 0 tr, arc but an Inconfidera­
hie Tlum. cT of Men in Hfpca of [he \ hole 
N.tIIO" anJ ehJt In[crc[1: of the greater pu 11-

o.r, thn our ,\'111' Cvmm rlmrs and ,UUIH­

it ("rtJ Uloul be t~ 'en trom u at the befl: 
, It~·, ;1 J ror i I) ommoditi~s lold us ae 
Ill.: cheap. t, "jeil admiffion of DItf,1J 11,,-
0."'11 nnJ )', PIr~(j'l to'l'Jt1l0'l WII»lv, Engllfh, 
l"y Illy OVill 1.\1l'h~l ion lVoulJ etr .:t. 

fl.l y ~llrW't;r IS, h.lt 1 anoat den' but [hi­
m.IY be: (! lie, If tho prcCent Profit of rhe 
gtn (llilY be blrdy and hngly conli: n:,!, 
bue this Aj,~~.jom bdng lin 1f1.wd.thedef nee 
wiler of hJtlllllw:lYs b,en onr ShlpOI11,! a'lu 
$r,/' IIJ(/), it rccm~ to rue •• "[,lm,'1 I,ra/F,.·, 

,Iut 
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th1t Profit and porcer outht jiyl'Jlly to be confider;; 
ed, and if fo, I tbink none can deny but the 
Ad of N avigation hath an d doth oecation 
building and emploring th ree times the 
number of Ships and Sea-men, that otherwife 
we [llould or weuld do ; and that con[c-

o quently, If oNr Force at Sea wer, fo greatly 
impaJred, it would lxpo(e IU to the receiving of 
.tU kjnd of InjHries and Affronts from OilY Neigh­
bOlin, and in eoncillfion relfder 1# II defpicab'~ 
and UJiftrabte Peopie. 

Objefliol1s to fe7mal Parts of the Ac1 ,f 
NAVIGATION. 

Object. I. The Inhabitants and PlAnter! Q/ 
01. Plantat~ns in America, Jay, Thu An will 
in time Ruin tneir PLar.t4tions, if they may not be 

I permitttd, Il/ Leaft, to carry their Sugars to the 
heft Mllrkw, and rIOt be (;ompeUed to fend IlO to, 
and receive aU Commodities from England. 

I ~lDf.ver, If they were not k'tpt to the Rules 
6f the An (if NAvigation, the con{e<fuence would 
be, t bit in Il few Yean the Benefit of them 
would be fPholly left to the Nlltion; It being 
agreeable to tbe Policy of the Dutch, Daile!, 
French, Spaniards, Portugais and all Natiom in 
the World, to keep their external Provi]1ceJ 
and Collonies in a fubjeaion unto, and de-

L 2 pendenc)' 
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pendency upon their MOlher~Ki/1gdom; and 
if th?Y ihould not do fo, the Dutch, w bo, as I 
have f~id, are Mafrers of the Fiefa in Trade, 
would c;i(ry a~yay the greatefr of ad vantage 
by the P.ta nr~tions ·of all tbe Princes in 
Chrljtcnaom, leaving us and others only tbe 
trooble of Breeding Men, and rending them 

.abroad to ~ultivate the Grollnd, and bave 
Bread' for their fndufrry. 

Here, by the way, with entire: Submiffion 
to the gre~tcf Wifclom of thofe whom i[ 
much more concerns, give me leave to Q.ue-
1'1, Wlmher, in/had oj the late I'rohi-bs'rion of 
lrilh C,,;ttle, it woutd hot h.-q'1le b~81J mOrt for 
the Bencfit ~f ,hu Kingdomloj England, fO J'Hfo,. 
the Iri!h to ~riJ1" into England, not limy their , 
Live Cattie, but alft 'aU olher Commoditi,. of 

,the Growth or ManufliElure of that Kingdom, 
• Cuftom fr~e, or on tafie Cuftoms~ ilnd co prohibit 

them from Tnrding home-ward or oHlward "";Ih 
. the lI)utch, 0,' OMY own PUt/tations, or a"y other 

places, excep~ the Kingdom of EHgland? MOjl 
certainly .'fllch " Lllw wOl/ld in Ii ttl'P Tears 

. wonder/lilly encreaje the Trade, Shipping, and 
Riches of thu Nil/jon. 

Query 2. WOHld not rhie bt II good Addition 
to the A£f of N->ivigation, and mUfb er;cYC-Il(e tl)e 
fmployment ,ofEngIi!h SIJipping and Sea- men, M 

well ill bringing from th~?16t! 1111 the CommodIties 
of thlll COfmiry, 114 fUfP1y1l1/f. thaI Country IPilh 
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Deals, Salt, and all lilher Fortign Commodities 
which now they have from the Dutch ? 

Que. 3. Would not thi& be .e mWIJ effeilRally 
to prevent the Exportation of Irifh Wo~L, f/lh/,b 
110111 goes frequent ly into France and aolland, 
to the m4l!ifeft and great D4mage botl) of Eng­
land and Ireland? 

OEe. 4. Would not fhu be a Fortrefs or Law 
to fecure to HI the whole Tr ade of Ireland? 

Que. ). Would not thu render that which 
POIII diminiJheth, and [cems D.1r1geroUf to, the 
value of Lands in ElIgland, vi:.. Tht growth 
of Ireland, "dvantagioU4, byencreafe of Trade 
and Shipping, and c~nftqHmlly the'fonn y of this 
Kingd6m? 

Objea.2.. The [econd Objeilion to part of 
the .AEl of Navigatiol1, is ufuatly wade by 
the Eaftland and Norf/l~y Mer,hants, who 
affirm, that in effect their Trade is much ,.~ 
declined (ince the pailing the Ail at Navig,,-
tion; and the Dttnes, Swedes, Holfteners, and 
all Eaper1ings, who by the faid Act may Im-
port Timber and other E4jferl3 Commodities, 
have encreafed in the number of their Ship- " 
ping, imployed in tbis Trade, finceollr Act of 
Navigatjon, at leaf!: two third parts; and tbe 
Englifh have proportionably declined in tke 
number of theirs imployed in th?-t,Tr4de. 

I anfwer, That I believe the matter . of 
faa: AJrerted is true, 'as w.ell as the caufe 
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affigned, 'Uk. the.AEf of Navigation; and yet 
this fhould not make us OUt of love with thac 
excellent Law, rather let it put us upon 
contriving the Amendment of this reeming 
Defea, o~ Incanvenience, the Cure: where­
of, I hope llpon mature Confideration, will 
not be found difficult, for which I humbly 
Propound to the Wi!dom of Parlil/mem; vj1;,. 

That a Lnw be made to impoft!: a Cujlolii of 
at leafr 30 or 25 I. per cent, on all EajfJlllfd 
Commodifie!, Timber, Boads, Pipe-jlaves dnd 
Salt Imported into England and Ireland upon 
any Ship! but Englj{h Built Ships; or at leaft 
fuch only as are Sailed with an Engli~, Majler, 
and at leaft three fourths Englip, Mariners. 

And that for thefe Reafom ; 
Reafon FirIt; If thi. be not done, the Danes, 

Swedes and Eafrerlings will certainly il1 a few 
Tellrs carry the whole Trade, by,reafon of the 
difference ,of the Charge of Building a Ship 
fit for that Trade there or here, viz... a Fly­
boat of 300 Tuns new BI!ilt,and fet to Sea for 
fuch a Voyage, may coft then 13 or 1400/. 

which here would coft from 22 to 2400 t. 
which is [0 vaIt a Difproportion, that it is 
impoilible for an Englifh mlln to (oap with 
a Dane in tbat lVllvigl/tion under fuch a Dif­
~ouragertJelilt; ,to ballance which there is 
-}lothing but the Strangers Dilt] whiCH the 
l)41t~ now pays, which may come to S or 6 I. 

. p~r 
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Fir Ship, Fcr Voyage, at nlQil:, one with ao04 
tber,whicb is Ir"o;;;p,lIIble with the diffi renee 
of Price between the lira coft of the Ships 
in either Nation. And this is fo evident to 
t hofe who are convalimt in thofe-Trades, 
that befides the decreaf<: of our !:lhipping, 
and encreafe of th irs that hatb already 
bappened, ours in Proba~i[ity had been 
wholly beaten oot of t he Trade, and only 
DanN and Eafterlirgs freighted, had we 
been necelIita ted to Build EngliJh Ships, and 
had not been recruiteJ on moderate Prices 
by Fly boats (being Ship proper for this 
Trade) taken in the late DlJ!ch W.1r, ar d 
by a further fupply of Scotch Prizes like­
wire, through his M"jefJits Permiffion and 
IndUlgence. 

]{,e.1{.2. Becanfe tbe number of Strangers 
Ships lrnployed in t he afor elil;d Trade Year­
ly, I eflimate to be abollt t wo bundred Sail; 
which if lllch a Law were made, muft una­
void.bly be all Exclllded, ~Dd tbe Employ­
ment fall wholly into Englipl Hands; which 
would be an Excellent Nllrfery, and give 
conftantMaintenance to a brave Number"of 
EngliJh Sell-men, more than we can or do 
employ at prefeot. 

Re4 3· The AU of Navigtttion i& nOITl of 
S~'lJtmun or Eighteen Ye.fIrS {landing in Eng-
12nd; find yet jn fill thefe TMrJ, v~ry few, if flnv. 

L + Engliill 
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~nglifh - Ships have been Built fit for this Tradf, 
the reafon whereof is that before mentioned, 
viz,. That it is cheaper freighting of Dllnd 
and E4jferlings ; and it being fo, and all Men 
ilaturallyled by their Profit, it [eerns to me 
in vain to &:xpeCl: that ever this LIIW will ­
procure the Building of one EngliJh Ship fit 
for that employment, till thofe Strangers are 
excluded this T rade for England; and much 
more improbable it is, that any ihonld Dort 
be Built, than it was formerly, when the Act 
)Vas fir!!: made, becaafe Timber is now at 
almo!!: double the price in Engtand it wa~ 
t hen, The confeqllcnce whereof iJ, Th4t if limet'y 
Pr@vijion be not mlfde by fome additional Law, 
when our old Stock.. of fleJUifh Prjz,e~ is worn 
Ollt , as mPlny of t hem are already, we foat! hllv~ 
~ery few or no Ships in this Tr.1de. 

The ObjeElions which I have heard made to. 
this Fropofirion, are, vii. 

ObjeCl. r. If fuch an lmpofilion be laid on 
~hofe gro[s Commodities imported by St"rng~ 
frs Ships, that wilt amouht"to the excluding 
a1lStriingers from this Trade; we /hall want 
$hips in E>tgland (0 carryon the Trade, and 
:\0 the Commodity will not be had, or el[e 
Will come very ,dear to us. 

t anfwer, If th¢ Commodity Ihould be fome­
w hat dearer for the pre[eot, it would be 
no lofs to the Nation in general, becaufe all 
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Frt;ght would be paid to EngliJh MCtJ ~ 
whereas the Frtight paid to Senmgm (which 
upon thofe Comm04ities iii commonly as 
much or more than die value of Goods) is 
aU clear lo[s to the Natwlt. 

l.dly, If there [llOuld be a pre[ent want of 
Shipping, and the ParliAment fhall pleafe to 
enjoY'n us to Build Engli(h Ships for this 
Trade; This extraordinary good EffeCt will 
follow, viz.. 

It will engage us to do that we never yet 
did, vj(,. To fall to Building of Fly.boats 
(great Ships of burthen, of no force, and 
[mall charge in Sailing) which would be 
the mof!; Profitable Undertaking that ever 
Eltglijh Men were engaged in,and that which 
is abfolutely necelTary to be done, if eVti 
we intend to board the Dutch in their Trl!d~ 
and NA'1Iiglltion; thefe Fty-boAts being the 
Milk-Cows of Holland, from which they h,wt 
{uci:..(d manlfoldly f:fClzter Profit than from all 
Ihcir Ships of force; though both l know are 
necdfary: But if lit firfr the Parlillmcnt !hail 
think fit to en joyn us only to Ships Sailed 
with an Englijh Mtlftey, and three fourths 
Englijh Mariners, the Dal1eJ al'ld Eafterlings 
being by this means put out of [0 great an 
Employment for this Shipping, we !hall buy 
Ships proper for this Trade on eafie Terms 
of them, perhaps for half their coft:, which, 
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un cr'-JIlle in Pllrchafi w,1I be a pre[. nt 
cle r Pr Ii~ to'E" 1.l .J. 

OfJd f. l · Ii chi b-: o,)oe i1 En!J.wd, may 
not thel 1'" cn ;Jccount I c hJ rd :lnd uo­
r 3[onJblc, a coo[equeoc17 RetJllate the 
JI c upon u ~ 

To ~nr:.\ r tll i~ Ot') [l'Oll, it' nee ([ifY t:> 
cnqllii(~ \Vh t K",gJotn aod Cu~ntrJ \~ III be 
cOlurlu In [his LJrr. 

I 1 he;'!, /tAl), p.Hll anJ P~Tlug,," will 
be wholly Unconc rncd. 

111>, ~o will French; \\'ho, if they wue 
onccrncd, CJIl tak 00 offence, while they 

IJY ~II I m f ()jil lDrI or ~ o or 00 flr CCf;f upon 
OU\' }JrJ p"y 

3 I , The D.It , /' 4;1(.1 fJ,tTn !' /4T crr would 
n t by ruth aduHion ::lI L IV be QJore ex­
duJctl than now Ihey 3ft, and eh lJt~cr 
woulo 1..1 . C 3n .d\'Jn[3gc by it, in cafe (he 
D.me; rh(Hdd ( IS it m.1Y b~ [uppofcd they 
will) lay a T,I.\' upon our S\lipping thelt'; 
f 1 (he conI' qu 'IKe tb f<O would be, chlt 
much of Ih Ie kind of Commo i i S \\ e 
ihoulu f lell ilOm H.Jl!Jbro .' piJ, wh re th y 

I c pI llufull} to be l11d 1 dlOllgh ar :1 I;r­
d~ dc.llel RJtc, and \Ct not 10 dCJr, but 
dm the DII . .lJ felch YClrly Ih~oc 350 or 
~oo SlUf f LOH.llng f 1imtcr, and othtp 
H'oo It/) C Il.modirm. 
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+tbl], The Srredss would have all appa­
rent Benefit ey it, by turning a great part 
of the Stream of our Trade for th0fe Corn­
u odities to Gotrenborow, and dh as other 
parts of Sweden, that are lately opened, and 
now opening, wheee very large quantities 
of Tlmbtr, M4fs and Bo;trds likewifc may be 
bad, though forne fmall matter dearer thar! 
in Norway: BeGdes, if the SlJedes [houlu 
expect no advaotage, but rather 10fs, by fuch 
amendment of our own L'-1"Os, they have no 
reafon to be angry, becaufe they have lately 
made fo many LafIJs for Encouragement of 
their own Shippihg and NAvigation, and (on­
fequently Difcouragemenr of ours, th~t do 
in effea: ammmt to a Prohibition of tbe 
EngLiJh from fending their own M.anllfAill!res 
to Sweden in Englifh Shipping, infomuch that 
the Englifli Mtr~hants, when SwtdiJh Ship­
ping doth not prefent, are forced many 
times to fend their Goods to Eljinore, t<> 
lye there till a SwediJh Ship come by to 
put them aboard of, and pay their Fa[\o­
ridge, and other Charges; becaufe if they 
fhould fend them on Englifh Ships, [he Du­
ties are fa high in Sweden, that it is im­
pomble for them to make their firit coft of 
them . 

5lhly, The Eafterling or Hans-Towm, rho' 
. they were excluded this Trad:: for E"gla"J 

. with 
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with their Shipping, whereof they have 
little (the greatefr lliare being carried away 
by the Danes) would be gainers by the en­
creafe of our Trade with them, for BMTdJ, 
Timber, Spruce DeAII, &c. at Damz.;"', -0!inf. 
borough, and other places, wbich would be 
very conGderable fn cafe tbe King of Den­
mArk Jhould impofe any conJiderable Extra­
ordinary,Tribute on our Shipping; wbich 
brings me to tbe tbird Objeliion. 

Obje£l. 3. If this be done, will not the 
King of Denm4ri(. Jay a great impofition up­
on all our Shipping that Trade into his Do­
miniO"l, and al fa upon our. Drapery, and a. 
tber Native Englifh Commodities. 

[ anfwer, That whatever. that King may 
do at firll:, I am perfwaded after he hath 
conGdered of it, he wiO be moderate in his 
Impo[ilionl, becaufe he C3D burt none but 
hil1lfelf by making them great; for as ro 
Dr.1pe, y, and other EHg/jf/J Goods, hi, Coun­
try [J1lcnds none worth fpeaking of, and that 
charged with about 30 or -1-0 per cent Cllftom 
already; nine tenths of all the Timber and 
BOArd! we fetch from thence, being, in my 
opinion, Purcllafed with ready Dol/.m rent 
from Engl.I':" and HoUltlld; and if b.$ /bonld 
by a great !mpojitio1S totally DiicollrJge liS 

from rading With bis People, we /bould 
lay om that Money with the SWIJ", H.llrJ-

PHrStrl) 
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burgers, D~Htdckers, and others, where We 
may have fuflicient [upply, while tbe Danes 
would be exceedingly Burthened with the 
lying of their Goods upon their Hands; 
t here being in NOrrPay great quantities of 
Goods, viz.. The Caurfe Hemlock, Timber, 
commonly brought from L.mrick, runJb~YYy, 
Sar.dyford, OJ~tftrand, Ho{J"mjh',md, and man.,­
other part~, which no N"llcn in the 'vVorld 
Tl1ldes with them for, or will buy or u[~, 
but Chi £TlgliJh only. ' 

CHAP. V., 

Concerning T ransferrence 
of D ebts. 

T HE great Advantage tbat would ::lccrue 
to this Kingdom, by,. Law for Tranf­

ftrring 'lJi{IJ of Debt, from one Perron to 
another, i1 (ufficiefltly underftood by moft 
Men, efpecially by Merchttnts. 

The difficulty feems not to be fo much in 
making of a Law to !Ibis pllrpofe) as reducing' 

it 
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it to practice, becau[e we ha~ b~en [0 long 
:iccuftumed to buy and [dl Goods by verb~l 
ConlraCts oolV, th~t Rich and great Men for 
fome rime .... ill be apt to rhink it a Diminu­
tion of their Repmatioo, (0 hal"e Bills under 
their Ha~ds and Seals demanded of them 
for Goods bou",ht; and meaner Men wilJ 
f~8r the loo~ng .f their Cuftomers, by in­
iiftiog upon having foch Bills [or wiJat tlley 
fell; which fnconveniency probably may be 
avoided, and the Good hoped for fally at­
tained, if it be EOIE! cd : 

I. 'f'1J.Ht 11./1 :znd MJery Pnfan And 'tr[onl, [1,"'.,­
tj'Ue (Ina F~yeiJ'" Bod"J PO/Irick lind C~rpcrl/f(, 
E lmg or [niMbi ' Ill!, wirhm the K ingdm' of Eng­
land, or Dominion of Wales, IIIho from ",,,i 
tifrcT tht dllyof fbllil bllJ and rCCfI('( 
11II] IVArel, Gq"dJ and JI/e"handio:..e from Jny 
otl;erJ, (li.11I I,nmulillrtly on rcaip' rherrv[ (in 
~afc Ttddy /IIoney b: 7101 pAid foy (1)( [.tmr ~j~'e 
U'ito i)jm or Ihem of fl'iJon: filch GoodJ, U" .. TtJ 

Imd M"ch.l1,diu flUID Joe f,'JI~I)I) or (0 1:;. ,"''' 
(heir lifo, /I B,II or Writmg Obl'g"tDTJ, Nt" r tlit 
Hand .tnrl St.ti of him or form [0 bll}'''S tbt {"lIIf. 
Il1bicb PI,,/I mmljun Ille '1" lify of rlu J"'iJ Goo.lI, 
IIud tl;e "t.U 1"m of manly, u'i//J fig fJm( Or 
limeJ of p"ymelJl "grf(d "Fon. 

2. ,[h"r 1111 Prrjom, &C. mlfJ Trttmfcr the 
f"jJ B IIIJ IIIJder t l.ei' H jJ!l/J fP "ny other, iI., A 

{liOri IIffignariOtJ a71 the bACk. Ide, 
;. Tb-r 
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3· That every 'filch Afftflee may Rt.afJign 

totiCl:I quotiCG. 
4- .A/m fuch AfJigmnmt, it /hall flot be in 

the power of (my Aj]igrJor to mllke 'Void, rtlufe 
Dr difchtrrge tl" Debt. 

5. No Drbff after Ajfignmmt, to be tiltbll: 
to any AttachmttJts, Excwl/on, Su.tute Dr Com­
mifflOn of /J.:nkrilpt, or Olher Dcmllnd, M the 
E/tv:tt of him or them that AfJigned the fame. 

6 . TJuzt taciJ Affignmmt 1"120 Ifbfolutely ve{f 
the Property into the AfJigntt, to "Ii intents and 
pllrpofo .<· 

7. That filch AfJignments being r"lived, and 
ReceiptJ or DifclMrg lS ,given for the fame, !hall 
~e dumed good Paym,m. 

8. Th<ft all Good! fold "bove the value of 10 l. 
after (he dlfyof [or rrhich no (Heh 
Bill or Wririnf( oblig1tory fhz" be gwen or ten­
"-red M aforefl<id, to the Seller or Sellers thereof, 
or to hif or their Vfo, fhall be deemed and con­
flnled to all intents and purpofe! in the L aw, IU 
if the fame had bun Contrflf/;ed for to be p .. id 
in ready Money, any ConeefJion Qr Verbal Agree­
ment between the f llid Part ies to Ih8 comrary 
notmithjta1tding. 

This Clanfe r hope may be effeCtual to 
initiate ult to a practice and obfervance of 
fuch a Law. 

9. Th ~t the firft Affignmtnt of any fitch Bill 
Qr BiLlr of Debt, ~e / 0 thw or the like iffca. 

I 
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I A, 8. Do enb~e ar.d attefr, that the 

Debt, within mentioned, is II true De"-, a~d 
no part of it paid to me, or to my ufe, or 
difcharged by me; 3ild I do hereby Alliin 
OVer the fame to 'C, D, for his own Account. 

10. AI/d Ihllt tbe [tcOf'Id, ",d liD fAhey "iffr 
Af!igNario1fs "pon any filCh Bd.!, flu;l {oc to rhi, 
or the lIk.e fjfefl, viz, 

I,A. B. do atteft, that no rart of the 
within -mentioned Debt is paid to me Or my 
Hfe, 'or difLlIarged by me; an I do hereby 
Transfer the fame to C. D, 

The Obj;Eftonf I have met with to the 
making fueb a Law are, -vj~, 

ObjeCt. 1. This would be Repugl:Jfnt to OilY 

Comm01f LIITP, lind [ome Stll,l/tfl, vi-z. Mai~-
1 e114nce, lJhamp.Jf'IY, B,wkrHpt, c-c. 

/. I anfwer, Not fo Repugnant aS:lt firft 
view it f~ems to be, for, tbough by ollr 
Laws at prefent, Bonds and Bills cannot oe 
A[JigIJed, At.rlga!.e! ( which are but another 
tind of Security for Mon y lent) may be 
Affigoed. 

2. If any L:lws at prefent arc Rcptlgn:lnt 
to the common good of the Nation, and I 

the making of [uch a new LIlIf1 will cffdh­
ally encreafc the ufcful Stock of the N,lf/on, 
at Ic~it one tkird part, 3Dd gre:lIly cafe the 
COlJrre of Trlldr, as I Jmmbly conceive thi 

ill do, 1 hope nonl will deny bile it "lay 
con ft 
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conCi!!: with the Wifdom of Pllr/jllrner.t to 
create new Laws. 

3. Molt of our Statutes were made in 
times before we underHood Trade in E1tf,~ 
lAna; and the fame Policy aDd Laws thac 
were good then, and may yet be good for a 
Country defritute of ~rnelce, may not 
be fo fit for us now, nor'-or :my Nation fo 
abounding with Trade as England doth at 
prefent. 

Object. 2. May?l~llhiioccafro71 mllny Cheats 
.nd LII!fl$/tits • 

.Anfw. L I anfwer no,Experience manifefis 
the contrary, not only in:other Kingdoms 
and Countries abroad where Tr3nsferrance 
of BiUs of Debt is in ufe, but even in our 
own, where we have for many Ages had the 
Experience of lndorfmtnt on BiOs of Exchange, 
and in tbis preCent Age of the ptljIit'g of Go{d~ 
Smiths Notes from one Man to another, 
which two practices are very like to the 
~ellgAed way of Transferring Bills of Debt, 
and yet no conllderable Cheats or IDCOnYe~ 
niencies have arifen thereby. 

Anfrv.2. No Man can be Cheated except it 
be with bis own confent, and we commonly 
fay cal1~at nnptoa, no Man is to be forced 
to accept 3Hothers Bill tbat himfelf doth 
not approve of, and no Man will axcept of 
another Mans Bill eccept he know him, nol" 

M until 
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until he hath ufed meaDs to fatisfie hlmfelf 
concerning him, no more than he will feU 
his Goods to a Stranger,unlefs be hath fome 
reafon to beiievl he is able to pay him. 

Object. 3. Will not jilef, II L4T11 ,$I thu be 
very troubltfom, tfpc~i.,lIyin FairJ Ifna Mil/,­
/:..etJ, and <fifO eo G.ntiemm and L .• dieJ, when 
they pull' be forced jor aO Good; they blfyabove 
the ValHe of JOi. 10 gi'Ve BillJ under the;r HA",il 
tend ScaiJ? 

I anfwer,tbis Ldfl) will not at aU Incommode 
Gentlemen as to what they Buy in Shops, 
&c. neither thofe tbat converfe in fairs and 
M~rkets; for that which Gentlefllen buy in 
Shops, &,. and ochers in Fairs, &c. they 
either payor prornife ready Money, or elfe 
fay nothing of the time of payment, which 
the Law underftandt LO be the fame with a 
promife of prefent pay; fo tJ1at iftbey give 
no Bills there is no pcnahy attends the 
negleCt or refural, but only that the cootnEt 
between tbe Buyer and Seller !hall be pre. 
fumed in the Law [0 be as if it l'I'ere mad 
for ready Money. 

CHAP. 
1 • •• 



( 15 I ) 

CHAP. VI. 
Concerning a C ourt Iv1er ... 

chant. 

I Have conceived grest hare from th e la te 
mof!: Prudent al'ld Charitable InH imtion 

of that 'J udic"tuYe, for deterro ina rion of 
Differences touching Houfes burne. by the 
late Fire in London, that this Kingdom will 
at length be blelfed with a hapPJ method, 
for the [peedy, earie and cheap deciding of 
Differences between Merchant; M ajtr; of 
Sill?; tifld Seamen,&r;. by [orne Caurr or Cnurts 
of Merchants, like thofe which are e!'cablilhed 
in moIt of the grett Ci;ies and To'!\' ns in 
France, Holll/nd and ather places; the wane 
'whereofin England, is and Bath ever been a 
great bar to the Progrers and Grandeur of 
the Trade of this Kingdom; as for inftance, 
if Merchant; happen to have difft' renccs with 

. M41 er! lind Owner! of Ships , upon CharIer­
'Partie! 01" Accounts beyond Sea, &c. The 
- M ~ SuiC 
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iiuit is commonly firLt commenced in the 
AdmiYII/IY COllrl, where, after tedious At­
tendance and v~fl: Expenees, probably jult 
before the Caufe lhou ld come to determina­
tion, it is either removed into the Ddt­
gaw, where i may kng in [u[pence until 
tbe PI.-intiff ar. d DC{t,u/am have empty pur­
fes and gray Heads, or elfe becaufe molt 
Contt'3Cts for Maritim Affilirs, are made 
IIpon the Land (and moa Accidents hap­
pen in (olDe Rivers or Harbours here, or 
beyond Sea, and not in "II~ mayj) The Dc­
/wdtWft brings his Writ of Prohjbil i~n, and 
remOI'ei the Cau[e into his A1"j,(ri~s Court of 
King's Bmch, where, after great Expenees 
of Time and Money, it is well if we can make 
olJr own CO/lrc;l (being Common LATrJ(TS ) 

unuerfta nd one half of our Cafe, we being 
amonga them as in a Foreign Country, our 
Language firange (0 them, and theirs as 
flranp,e to us ; after all, no J\rteLtations of 
Fo reign NOlar;lJ, nor other publiek I ~jhu­
ments from beyond Sea, being Evidences at 
Law, anu the Accounts d pending, conlift· 
jng perhaps of an hundred or more ~ vcral 
At tides, which arc as fo many IJTues at Lnw; 
the Caure mull come into the CblfllctTJ, 
where after man y Ye rs tedious Travel' to 
Wrftml/lftcr , with black Boxes and green 
lbgs, wh~n the PI.limijflnd DI/ou' .. ", have 

tired 
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tireo their Bodies,diftraGled their Minds,and 
conrumed their Eftates, the Caufe, if elver it 
be ended, is commonly by order of that 
Court referred to Merch~nts, ending mire­
rably, where it might have had at firft a 
happy [ffue; ifit had be~nn right. 

From whence follow thefe Natiortal m· 
conveniences. 

I. It i4 14 '/)llft Expmce to the Perfof!s con­
cerne.1. 

2. It t~kes offMenfromfoU9wing their ~al­
lings, (0 the Publidl.)0fs, M ff"l/ M the f tlrticuiar 
Dam:tges of the concerned, Ih141 time being loff 
to the Nation that u JPcm if! Ltl.W-SHiu. 

3· It m.1'zes Mm, after thty {,l4ve once tlt­
t,lined indifferent Effaw, to leave Trading, and 
fo r eafe to 111m Country Gentlc-mc~, wh<=reas 
great and experienced-Men are the only Per­
fons tbac ntua: mate the DHtch in Trade, if 
ever we do it. 

4. It i4 my opinion,t! great caufe o1)he Prodi. 
gll!.IY, l dlenefs and Injllff/ce of many of OilY MA' 
jim of Ships in England, <fvd conftqtlf.ntly a 
)fOntl.erful bar to the growth of our Englilh Na­
vigztion, who knowing that their owners 
cannot Legally ejeCt chern, efpecially ifche 
Maffer have a part of tile Ship himfelf, but 
that remedy to the Owners will be worre 
than the Difeafe, which occafions Majlcrs 

'W prefume to do thofe things) and be guil-
M3 ty 
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t1 of ruch negleCts, as naturally they would • 
not, if they frood more upon their good 
behaviour. 

I c0uld fay 'much more of the Damage 
this N ation fll ft ai~s by the want of a LAW­

/l1e"clJ~nt. but that is fo evident to all Mens 
Expericnc.:, tbat I (hall not longer infill: 
upon it, bilt proceed humbly to propofe 
fom~ particulars, which, being due1y mnll­
dered, may peradven ture by wirer Heads be 
ImprO\'ed towards the cure of this Evil, 
'!J;~. , 

I. Thllt it ~6 EnaauJ that there jJu.Jl hi 
erdJed within the City of London, A pr."Jing 
Court Mctchant, to confft oftwelvuJm Mer­
ch<ll)ts, fueh a, jJufl hi ,wofm by the Livery 
Men oj the ilia City in their commo. Hall, ,,: 
the time and in tbe m.lnner hcrein lI[urljmi:rd 
.old "ppoimcd. -

2. Tlw the [.lid lire/ve perfons fa to h, EleSt ­
rd, or any three or more of thEW, fitting a~ T?C 
["mt d".r lAud place, Ana nOI orhenT>i{e, jhAlI l't 
" cCQlIIllcd Jlldie;.ry Merchants, aliA AU/ho. i 
:l.."d '0 nt,-r IIna determine ~Il Dijftrm~es Ilnd Dc­
m.mds ll'/]Jtfoever, Iphieh hll1)B .rifen ( /tnti .m! 
not bilherro d"ermirItd ) or may Iflly 'PAY' drife 
brlwm] MerchJllts, Trades.Men, Arcifie rs, 
1I111lters lind OwncI~ of ~hips, Sea-Men, 
Boat. Me 6 and Freighters of Ships. or .n1 Il­
rim ptrfon /J ,J'lling ReJ.lfjlm to Mercl:andi1.inll.· 

" Trllde 
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Trade or Sbiping,for or cOllcerningallyAcc91Jnt 
Dr ficcol/nfJo! Merchants, Freight ofShipJ, or 
Gouls, B,O or Ifills of Excha"ge, or BiUs of 
Bo~tHmry, or BUmery, or (67 Work dOlle IIPOII, ,r 
Mltteri,us deliwrea 10 the life of ."y Ship, or 
Moliley dut for fale of Goods; or allY Bther thing 
YCl.,ting 10 TYlltJle or Shipping. . 

3. ThaI Ally three or more of thtm ( as the 
'Jlfdges !at;e!y did at Clijfora's-!nn) may pro­
cetd [Hmm4rily to the hearillg and daermining of 
IIny fuch DijferfllceJ, and th4r their (enter:" foilll 
be final, from Ifllich rhlre fila/l be no appe.lor 
TCview, oTheTwi(e th"n iii U heTt"fter mmtiolled, 
r.or any Writ of Error lie for the removal, or. 
rWtr["lo{ the fAme. 

4 That they or any Three of them mt#J i/fHt Ollt 
[ummons fo/" c011'Uunil1,[ ill! ptrfons before the"" 
'" tke Judges did, &c. 

5. Th .. t tbey be a Court of Record, M the 
Judges were, &c. 

6. nltt they , .. ke nothing for their Ol1ln plti11!; 
JireUly or indireElly,but fix pmce each forfigning 
every (inltl Order in e'(Jery C,,-u[e, whereof the 
V4/He of thi MOJley to be pAid JOlh not exceed.! ot. 
If.d I). d. [or 411 C lIufos not exceeding 100 I. 
lind ollly ;z, J. Mch for aLi C /lu(es exceeding tht 
villue gf 1 00 l. 

The [llid Fm to be due 4nd payab.only 10 

[Hch 4nd fa 1#lIny of the [aid 'Judiciary Mer­
,hanes iii heara the (.cia C{{ule and CIlUfeJ. 

M 4 Ilna 

r ..... 
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dnd Signed the 'JudgmentJ or final Dlerw ilf 
them. 

7. That for Reward} to OjJicerJ, the 'jlla;,;­
IIry Merchants do conftil/lte a Table of reafonA. 
ble Fm, 10 be cor.prmeJ by the two Lord Chief­
Jufl:ic~, And Lord Chief Baron of the Ex­
chequer. 

8. Th.lt il/ any c4e d.!rrmined ~y A !eJI n//m­
her than jM/en of the [aid 'Jlldic;ary Merchants, 
there m.y be an App',,! to je"Jen or more, as was 
11teJy prattifed in the afore-mentioned Ju­
dicature. 

9. T IUit they m.IY hll'VI /'Ower to llvy E:~eclI­
tioll} IIpon Epa,e} rcal or per[onal, with jHch 
RcJlriUions tU the Pdr/iamenl jl1HlI p/cafo to '''p­
.,oim. 

10. That the extent of the 'j'1tr"ijdiffion of the 
j,,-;d Court, jlJail be to all PJ~ClI rrithiIJ ten 
MileJ of London, or only /0 Ibe [,.Ie Line} of 
Cummtmi;ation, ;14 the Parli,oHwt fbail" t~inA 
fit. . 

1 1 . Tiiolt tile f.dd Ji!d/ci,1ry Merchants If.na 
their 0CiccrJ,b1fo'e they exercije their Alithm'ty, 
/"A' Jach Oatlu 1J(,I/1t Par/;lImfTIt [h.l/J fhA{e to 
AfP .j l1T. 

12 . T har if <lIIJO/ tbe 1i1t/lei.try Merchant~ 
l'e Pfo~llt ed for cxclCifil~« any of the PQlPtrJ 
,iJ.(t VI!!I be committed tlJ thrm, they mllY fifJlla 
l'~e g(mraI1!fue,ar.../ givt fhl ./1[1 in ell;atnn jor 
their D(fenct. 

. 13. ThAt 
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t 3 ThdJ NO Writ or Writs of Superfed~as 

Certiorary, or Injunfr iom 0111 of any of hi> 
Majefries Courts, jl1.ilJ ruperfode, or J1 f1-Y Ext­
Clli t Oil,. &c:. 1+: The fiEf to continru Probationaril y [Q 
IOllg M the Parliament Jhall t!Jirik fir . 

15 - Toat the tweive 'j"di,illr'l Merchants 
Jlu ll be cbofen narly by aIL the Free-men tbat are 
Livery-men of London, in the Guild Hall of 
tbe f.lid City, or try (0 many of them IU Jh~1I be 
prtfont at fllcb Eleflions , IIpon ever) Munday, 
Yeurly, next before tbe Feajl dily ef St-Micbael 
(or as the Parliament !hall appoint ) in mlln­
ner folh wing j fIE very Livery-m41 tben prefoKt, 
to deliva- HntO any twO (ueh Aldermen, IUtd four 
Commoners, RI the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen f or tbe imt btinj[, jI, ,,iJ apFQint 10 

''!Jr.e the view or ferittin, of Elt[/;ion,a Paper eon­
t.lining tht names of fueh twelve Perf On! tU he 
thil;ks beft to ~e Ele Eled for Ihe purpofos aforefaid, 
fetting hil, tbe fa ,d Ele[1ors, own l1Itme 011 the 
"d-(ide of the fAid P .• ptr; and r he ne:t:t M un­
d3 v ajltr, in tberllid Guild -Hall, thefaidtw~ 
Aldermen, and (Ollr Commoners, or fa many 
fif tbem tU jlilfll. bllve taktp the SmJliny,jhll/J pub­
lickly declare l<ntO the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
"nd Commoners then prefont, whQ are the rwelve 
Perfons choren by the majority of rotts, lind hOlll 
t1I4nr Votes each of them had. 

l6 . If it happen ,hll' al/1 of the Jlldiciar, 
Mer-
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Merchants dye bejore tbe end "of the Tellr, Ol" 

ref4e 10 IIndcrtake the Tr~/f> it be laW[HI for' 
the Li'llery-men to choofc .. noth,r or others to­
ties qnoties. And the Lord MtI)or be enioyned 
10 (ummon Common- HallJ to thllt pllrpofe. 

17. Ttw e'llery YC.lr fi.~· of the <lid 'Jlldiciary 
Merchants g9 uff j'l cOJ<r{t, Imd be un~pa­
ble of be;"!: reo el ell cd, lind fix new oneJ 
chofe in the,r fttltd, viz . .A/J tbe twei'lle to be 
re-,CoferJ, [mt only fix 8f thc old 01lC! that h.ld 
the moft Vo/ell tJ hQid next Year, It/tho' more 
of them 1"914 d hllppen to be EM1,d for the "l.W 

1eAr. 
OhJef!. 1. The maio Obj,EJ;",s that I can 

fore-fee w ill be made agaioft this C0oftituti· 
on, is, thn It thllJltrts thut moft lxu/Jnt order 
of our Eng l.jh 'Juries. 

Anfw. I. I anfwer, that 1 hope there is nG 

EngliJh-man more in love with ,]1I,-iCl than 
my fdf; but it is evident that the common 
nay of Tryals, doth not well reach th va­
riety and ftrangene[s of Me,.,h,mts ca 
efptciaUy in relation 10 foreign AfFairs. 

AI/!m. 2. WhH better Jury cso a Mcr~ 
chAnt hope for, than twelve able and honeft 
Mtr,hltl/ls, cho[\) by the colledive BGdy of 
the whole City, and [llch 3S {hall all of Ci1Clll 

ftand llPon their Good Beh3Yiollr to be lUl:-_ 

ned OUt with It;;nominy the next Year, H 
they do 11'>£ equal right to aU Men. 

"b,d:. 
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Ol:jetf. 2. Thl admitting of fiS Appeals {rom 
" Co~, t- ,He> chant Jet ms too arbil,.~r)'. 

1 anf'\' er I Vhile we choofe our 'J11dtes 
our felves for Merchants cafes, and may re­
move them our felves, in my opinion tbey 
can be no m() re too Arbitrary than too much 
Power can be given to Referees, when both 
parties deli re an end of their Differences; 
befide" if their Power be not great,the main 
cleligns of cbeap, fpeedy, and iliorr ifTues 
will be loft. Bot if it {hall pleafe tbe Pllrli­
(!mfnt, there may be in tbe ACt an appeal 
referved to tbe;Houfe of Lords, the Money 
c('ndemned to be firft paid ordepofited be­
fore t~~ Appe .. l ~e_alJowed. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. VII. 

Concerning Naturalization. 

T Hat an ACt ofNaturaliuriOI1 of Strang' 
ers would tend to the advancemen t of 
Trade, and encreafe of the value of 

Lands ofthi3 Kingdom, is nOW fo generally 
owned and aJTented to, by all degrees ()f Men 
amongct us, that I doubt not but a ilion 
time will produce fome All or .Alls of PArli­
ament to that purpofe. 

I have rherefore thought it not imperti­
nent to note f<?m~ few Particulars, which, if 
not warily prevented, may deprive us of the 
greatelt part of the fruit hoped for by !o 
good a dcfign, vi:t-. 

1ft, The PriviledgeJ of ;,,'corporated Cities 
and TO'll'11J. 

2dly, lvfore efj ed411y r he SocietieJ or Art ,fiur s 
Irnd Tnldes · mtll b,I0n.~jl1g fO [orne CftieJ, "rod 
70",nJ CorporoJ:ft, fuel) 114 WeltvrrJ, CooperJ, 
11l1d many otbers ",ho by vertm of ,/Jti,. CIJJlt'ur J 

fretmtl fO priliiledge lITui ,]lIrifdiffiol1, not only 
10 
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to the HtlJlejf t xtent of the Libertit! of I htir re­
jfrefliue Cities and TOT/inl, but to Ihe diftance of 
ten miles about them. 

3. That bran.h of the Staillte of 5th of Elia 

zabeth, which enacts, that none foaO ufo IIny 
mtWu.d Clccupation that hath not ftrved lin Ap­
prel.tijhip thereunto, upon wl1ich Slatule it hath 
hun llfitll l to India Stranger! rrork-mcn tbat 
have exerciJed their CaOings in the Olll-part! of 
London. 

Upon this point of NaIMa/jution, many 
- Men make a great doubt whether it be for 

pubJick Good to permit the 'Jews to be Na­
turalized in common with other Strangers. 

Thore tbat are ag~inLl: ·their admi(Jjon, 
who for tile moll: part are Merchants, urge 
there Rearons. 

I. They fay the 'JerDJ are a fubtil Peopl;:, 
prying intoaU kind of Trades, and thereby 
depriving the Englifll Merchant of that pro­
fit he would otherwife gain. 

2. They are a penurious People, living 
m.i rerabl y, and therefore can, and do,afford 
to trade for lers profit than th,e EngltJh, t9 
the prejadice of the En,{lijh Merchant. 

3. They bring no Eaates with them, but 
fet up with their Pens and Ink only; and 
if after fome few Years they thrive and 
grow rich, they carry away their Riches 
\!itb them to [orne other Country (being 

a 
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a People that cannot mix with US) which 
Richeli being caroied away, is a pubJick '!ofs 
to tbis Kingdom. 

'Thofe that are for the admiilion of the 
1&wJ, [a y in anC wer to the aforcfaid Reafom, 
viz.. 

1ft, The fu btillcr the 'Jew! are, and the 
,more Trades they pry into while they live 
here, t he more rh ~y are like co encrea[e 
Trade i and the more ttJey do that, the bet­
ter it is for tbe Kingdom in general, though 
Lhe worfe fol' th~ EngtiPJ Merchant, who 
com parati ve ly to the rcil: of the People of 
En~ll1Tld ts nor one of a thoufJnd. 

2&1IJ, T he thi-i fi ter they live, the better 
Example lO our People; thm being l10thilfg 
irJ the World mQre conducing to enrich It Kingdom 
tb.qn thriftinefs . 

3d1y, It is denyed that they bring over 
noth ing with them; for many have brought 
hither very g00d Eftates, and hundreds more 
would do the like, and f~ttle here for their 
Lifes, and their Pofteriti ~ s after thfm, if 
they had the fame freedom and Security 
here as they have in HoI/arid and / t.lIy, where 
the Grlmd Duke ofTlJj6any, and other Princes 
allow them" not only perfect Liberty and 
Scellt tty, but give th~m the privilecJge of 
making Laws among themfelves; and that 
~hcy would refide with 'olS, is proved from 
, the 

>' 
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the known Principles of NaPlre, -z,'::<:'. 

Principle 1. Ali Men by N .etlJre A.e "liRe, 
It, f hAve before demonJ1rated, And Mr. Hobb~ 
~t h t n ly t>Jflrl ed, hOJll ErroneoUi {aMJt r be may 
be ;" other things. I 

princi pIe 2 . Fur i4 the ~aufc of Hatred, lind 
h"fred of / eparaticn fr om, 1M welt M evii Deeds 
to, the J'iilrtirs or Government hated, when oppo~­
turoil) U offcr'd : Thu by the way Jhews the diffe­
rence between A bare conniv:mce fit Diffin/en in 
matters of R.ligion, 'And a tofleration by Law; 
the former k!eps them iom;nllaOy in PMr, and 
confcqumtlJ .tpt to Sedjtion And RebeUio'l, !lIbtn 
""J probable occafion of fi/cceis prefentl: The 
latter di[arr!1J cunning, ambitiouJ minded M en, 
who, wanting a popular difcontentedP arty to work. 
upon, can iffeEllittle or nothing to the prejudice 
of the Government. And thu merhink,s di(co­
vers clearly the cllufc why the Lutherans in Ger­
many, ProteftaDts in France, Gree~s in Tur­
k.ey, and Sectaries in Holland, are ruch quiet 
peaceable- minded-men, If'hile our Non-confor­
roifls in England are [aid to be ,nclind:o ftrife, 
War, And Bloodfhed; '<1l:ake a111ap tbe <Irauf(: 
ani) tJJe Qilfect will teare. 

WhIle the Laws Itre in Force againft Mm, 
they think.the Sword hllngs overrhcir Heads, and 
Are a/wltys in fear (though the Execution be 
fufpended ) nor kpolDing how {aon Coun,jis, or 
Coun[ellorl, TimeJ6r fer{anf, mil) cbange, it is 

only 
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cnl y i9t~fect 1Lollt tbat caiI~ tlut ftae ~ 
and all Men are in love with Libert} and Se­
curity: Ie cannot be denyed that the Indu­
frrious Bm bay c Stings ( tho' Drones have 
not) yet Bm fl ing riOI, excrpt thoft tbilt bHrt 
them, or dip II. b Iheir Hivel, 

It is fsid,the 'Jews cannot Intermarry with 
us, Qnd therefore it cannot be fuppofed they 
will refidelong amongft us,altho' tbey were 
treated never fo kindly: Why not relide 
here as Y/eU as in Itllly, FoLana, and HoUiUld! 
They have now no Country oftbeir own to 
go to, and therefore that is their Country, 
and mull needs [0 efteemed by tbelD, where 
theyare,beIhfed. and have thegreateft Se­
curity. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. VIII. 

Concerning Wool and W ooIeu 
Manu aUef!:;. 

T Eat Wool is eminelitly the Foundation 
of the El1glijh Riches, I have not head 

denied by any, and that therd'ore all poffible 
means ought to bl! u[ed to keep it witbiA our 
own Kingdom, is generally confelfed ; and to 
this purpofe moLt of OUr modern P",,/iament; 
have Ltrcnoufly endeavoured the contriving 
of feyere LtilWJ to prevent its Exportation, 
and the laft .AEmade it Felony to Ship out 
Wool, Woo/felJ, &c. 

Notwithfranding which, we fee that En:: 
gliff, tilnd M{h Wool goes over [0. pientifullY1 
[hat it is within a very [mall matter as cheap 
in H~lltill1d as in Engltilnd. • 

The means to preyent this Evil, by ad. 
ditional PeulLItIPs, and alteration~ of [orne 
of thofe now in being, were long under 
debate, by hIs M4Jefties command, in the 

, COllnci! of TrAde, who, acco,rding to tbdr 
N tMy, 
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duty, took great pains therein ; and lince, I 
ha V"C been illformed, the fa;ne things were: 
under Conlideration in P.iy/iament, fa that I 
doubt not, but in due time we !hall fee fame: 
more effectual Laws enacted to this purpofe, 
as well in relation to Irelan. (from when<;e 
the greateIt of this mif'Chief proceeds) ai in 
Entl.cnd, than ever yet bave been; yet I do 
utterly difpair of ever feeing (hii DifeafC! 
perfeCtly cured, til.} e Caufes thereof be 
removed, whicll I take to be; 

J It. H rig'1fh oj il;:-'ejf in England, which 
an Abatement by a Law to 4 pcr rent would 
Cure. 

ldly, Want of H .mdJ, which an ACl: of 
Naturalizlcion would Cure. 

3d1y, Comp"'fion ill manerJ of Rt/igi()fI, ' 
wllich fome: Relaxalion of the: E,,'cfi4fic.ct 
Laws, I hope, would eife(twlly Cure. 

For while ollr Neighbours) through the 
cheap Valuarion of their Scoets, can afford 
to Trade, and di !.JUffe their Money for lees -
Profit than we, a.s hath b~cn, J think, fuffici­
ently Del11onll:rated by the foregoi"g t:)j[­
COUI fe, and laave more Hand~ to employ than 
we, by rcaron &f the large Immunities a!1d 
Priviledgc's they r.,ive both to Natives and 
Foreigners, there is ro .queItion but tbey 
will be able to give Ii! beMer Price fur ellr 
Wqot) than we: can afford our felves;. and 

they 
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they thatcan give the beJ;t Prke for a Com~ 
MOdity (ball never fair to have it, by on; 
means or other, notwithflanding the oppojiti­
on of any Law!, or interpojition of any PPTlJer 
by Sea or Land j of fuch force, fubtiltyand 
~ioJence is tbe general CouTfe Qf Trade. 

OI-jcU. But fome may fay, and take it as 
well from what I have writ elfewhere, as 
from their own Obfervation(; Will not the: 
well -making of onr Woolen ManlljatfltreJ, 
contribute much to the keeping of our Wool 
naturally within our own Kingdom? 

J anfwer, Qoubtlefs it will have a gre~t 
tendency ,hereunto, but can never effeCt it, 
till tbe aforefaid Radical Cau[el of th is Di­
fcafe be removed, which brings me to the 
nen Qpeflion, viz.. 

Whal1l'ill I mpro'lle OilY Woolf71 ManujaciHrie s 
in £2.!!.ality lind -0!.amiry ! 

This is a very great Quefrion, and re­
~uires ..,ery deliberate and Cerious Confidera­
tian, but I iliall write my preCent Thoughts 
concerning ir., defiring thofe Gemlemtn's Par­
dOLI, from whom I may differ in Opinion, 
hllvin~ rtJis [Q fay [or my [elf, that I do it 
Jaot rarbly, this being a Bufinef. that I have 
many Years confidered of, and ttat not fo­
litarily; but upon conver[e with the rno!!: 
Skilful MeD ill our feveral E1Jglifb Woolen 
Manufafruresl 
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1. Then I fay, Thoft three fore-mentioned 

ParticlllarJ whjch will nalilrally keep our Wool 
at home, wiD aJ n,/turally cTicyeaft our Woolw 
Manufa[tHreJ. 

2. Negatiyely, I thi"k tbat very [fwof our 
LIIWJ lIoW in force to rhi& purpofe (though our 
Statutt Rooks are replenilhed with many) 
have any tende/fllY therwnlo, ~r "ny thing I 
/Dllve leI (een jn Prim; For, 

1ft, AU our LltWS, relating to the Ao/m­
grOTS Duty, every Body knows, fignifie n9-

rhing to the encreafc or w611-rnaki ng OOT 

fi-1anuj.d;E HreJ, but are ratber Qhargeable and 
Prejudicial. 

1.dly, All our L.1TPS that oblige OUT People 
to the making of Strong, Subfi:antial (and as 
we call it, L oyal) ClQ3th, of~ certain lengtb, 
breadth Bud weight, if they were duly put 
in £:{eeutioo, would in my Opi.jeTI do more 
hurt than good, bee ofe the Humors and 
,"af.bions pf the World change, and :It fOrJlE:­

rimes in fome places ( as now in mea) 
flight, cheap, light Clollth will feU more 
plentifully and bmcr tl1:l0 that Ivhich IS 

heavi r, !tronger, lind trller wrought; and 
If lVt tnlem' 10 h.Jve tilt Trltae of tloc World, JIlt 

m4f /lfIIl"tt the Dutch, who m.de "'" 'IfIorft til 

wdl ,/.$ rlJe heft of .zlt /l-J.mHj.tfJur( J, ,hdl fll 

mily 't jtl (/ cap.rcilY of fiTVi"!. Ifll Markers, 
ICfJd lIii Humors. 
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, 3d!y, I conclude all our Laws limiting tlle 

numbers of Loomes numbtred, or kind of 
S~v:lntJ, and times of Working, to be cer­
tainly Prejudicial to the Cloathing of the 
Kingdom in general, though they be ad­
Yantagious to fdme particular Men or Places, 
who firft proe.ured thofe Laws QfReftria:ion 
and Limiration. 

4!hly, I tlUnk: all tbo re La IVS are P rej u­
dicial, that prohibit a Weaver from being a 
Fidler, T"r;k,.tr or Dyer, or a FHller or Tucker 
from keeping a Loome. 

5tlUy, [conclude that ftretdJiilg of Cloath 
by Tentors, tho' i~ be fornetimes pr~j ud;cial 
to tbe Cloath, is yet abfolutely Ilecdfary to 
the Trade of EnglAnd, and that the excefs 
of ·StrainiJl.g cancot be certainl y limited by 
any Law, but mult be left to the Seller's or 
Exporter's Difcretion, who"beft knows wha" 
will pleare his Cuftomers beyond the Seas; 
belides, if we \tould wholly probibitftrain­
ing of Cloath, the DHtch (as they have ofren 
done). would buy our unftrain'd Cloath, 
alld carry it into HollAnd, and tl1.eI'e frrain 
it to fix or feven Yards per Piece more in 

. length, aDd mak; it look a little better to 
tbe Eye, and after that carry it abroad to 
Turkey, and otber Markets, and there beat 
liS out of Trade with Our own Weapons. 

6ut rome may then ask me, Whether I 
N 3 think 
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thjnk it would be fur the advantage of dl~ 
Trade of Englttnd, to lea.,e all Men at liber­
ty to make what Cloath and Stl1ftbey pleafe, 
how they will, where and when they will, 
of any h:ngtbs or fizes ? 

I anfwer; re5, c~Tttinly iJ1 my Judgment 
it would be fo, except fach Species 001 y as 
-his Majefty and the p"yLiamenr fhall think fit 
to make Stl/plu, as fuppore CoLchc{f.er BIlYes. 
PerpetUflTJoeJ, Chellnyc5, and fome othfiT forts 
of Norwitch Sluff5, to be allowed the honour 
of a publick Scat, by which t@ be Bought and 
Sold here, dnd beyond SUH, as if ii wCJ:e up­
on the publick Faith of EngJllnd; and wbere­
ever fucb Seal is allowed, or DJaU be thOllght 
fit to be affixed on any Commodity, I WQuld 
deure the Commodity lbould be exactly 
made accordin& to the Iuftiturion, and al­
ways kept to its certain length, breadth and 
goodnefs. 

Eut in cafe Any fiJOuld make of the faid 
Commodities worVe than tbolnftitut.iOlJ, I 
think it would be moft for the publlck ad­
vaRtage to tropofe no penalty upon them, but 
onlrdeny them the Benefit and reputation of 
tile puillick Seal,Jo fucb Bayes orStHjJ5as lball 
be inrufficient; which in my opinion would­
be punilhment enough to thofe that lbould 
make wade than the Standard, aDd advan­
tage enough to thofe that lbould keep to it. 
- , ~. for 
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2. For all Cloath.l and SruJfs not beifl€; made 
Stdp/'.I, I think it would be of very great nfe 
that the makers did Weave in their Marks, 
and affix t heir own Seals, co111:aining the 
length and breadth of t he Pieces (as ha th 
been provided in fame Statutes) and that no 
Maker I1nder fevere Penalties {hall ufe aflO~ 
ther Mark or Seal, with fuch Penalty to eve­
ry Make{' or Seller, whof~ C/~ath or StJ.ffs 
!ball not contain the length and breadth fet 
upon tre Seal, as his Majefty and the Par/ill­
ment {hall think fi t. 

~. If the Makers of all Stuff; whatfoever 
for EX'portation, whether Staplt.l or not 
( which are comrnenly fold by the Piece, and 
not by the Yard or En) were obliged to make 
them DO {horter than ancient I y ey have 
been made; the particular leagt s of each 
f.o rt whereof might be provided for, and 
expreffed in the.An; this gOOG effetE woul~ 
follow u pan it, vi%.. 

At all Forei!.n Mark,et.l, where we pay a 
great Cuftom by the Piece, according to the 
B00k of Rates, curran~ in the feveral Coun­
tries, we {bould pay but tbe fam e Oiftdm 
abro)ld for a Piece of full length which ncm 
we do for one tbat is !horter : Notwitb­
Haoding, I conceive it would be expedien~ 
to leave it to the Makers difcreti<Jb, to make 
their Pieces as much longer as tbey pleafe. 

N 4- CHA:P; 



C HAP. ·IX . . . 
Concerning the Ballance of 

TRADE. 

T Eat the greatnefs of this Kingdom de­
pends upon Foreign Trade, is gene- . 

raUy acknowledged, and therefore the In­
t ereIl: of ade not uDbecomiDg Perfons of 
t he highe Rank; and of this Study as 
well as others, it may be faid, there's an 
infinity in itj none, though of the largdt 
In tellelts and Experience, being able to fa­
t hom its utmoft depth. 

Among other things relating to Trade, 
there hath been much di[courfed of the 
:25aUallct of '([tab't; the right und~rftand­
ing wllereoF may be of ungulaI.' ufc, and 
ferve as <l Compafs to '/tear by, in the COJll­

tcmplations and Propagation of Trade for 
~ublick adr antage. 

The BtlUllnce cf TrAd, H u mmonlJ lIIuhrjloQd 
' fl'O wa)'/. 
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I. Generally, S~mething ~hereby it may +e 

known rohether thu Kingdom gainelh or lofeth 
by Foreign Trdde. 

2 . Particularly, Sometbing whereby we may 
~no ll> by whitt Trades this KingdQm gainS, ana 
by whAt Trades it loft/b. 

For tbe firft of thefe, 
It is the moft general received OpiniQu, 

and that not ill grounded, that this Ballance 
is to bo taken by a ft ritt Scrutiny of what 

, Proportion the value of the Com modities 
exported out of this Kingdom bear to thofe 
Imported; and if the Exports exceed the Im­
portS, it is concluded the Nation gets by the 
ganeral courfe of its Trade, it being fu p­
pored that the over· pIufs i~ Imported in BHI­
lron, and fo adds to the Treafure of the 
Kingdom; Gold and Siltier being ("km for the 
meafure ad /fandard of Riches. 

2. This Rule is not only commonly ap­
plied to the general courfe of Foreign Trade, 
but to particular Trades to aml from this 
Nation to any other. 

Now, although this Notion have much 6f 
Truth in it, and was ingeniou l1 y and wor­
thily ftarted by him that firft Publifiled it ; 
and much good hath accrued to the King­
dom by our Law-makers (&blemen and 
Gentlemen) refenting it, yet if tbe dilIiculty 
of the SCr1.ltiny wbereby to reduce it into 

~ practice, 
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pnttice, and the many Accidents that may 
IIccrue, be feriouily weighed, it will appear 
too doubtful and uncertain as to our general 
TrAde, and in reference to panicular Fraties 
Fallible lind Erroneous. 

That it will not hold as to Forei&n Trade 
jn general, appeaTs, 

J. From the difficulty and impoffibility I)f 
takin~ a true account, as well of the quan­
tity, as of the vahle of Commodities Ex-
ported and Imported. . 

The general rule for this hatb been the 
C~f/-om-Ho4e-Book!, but [hat they cannot be 
in any meafure certain will eafily be granted: 
For, 

I. As to the quantity, if it be confidered 
that many fioe Commodities of fmall Bulk 
,nd great Value, as Points, LAces, Rib.fnaJ, . 
fine Lirmen, Silks, 'jewels, &c. are Imported 
by ftealth; 3Md that alfo ill m n y O,lt- POrtl 

and Cmks of Eng/and \i!ld W"les, COIDm04i. 
,tics of Bulk are both Impqned anti £xported 
often times by ind,irect means, that never 
an lJ.egijlreJ; befidCi a1fo of what is entered, 
there may bc (though not c;onfiderablc in 
LO/J don) yet, in othcr part much dii"erclilce 
in the quantities and qualifies. 

1. As tq.the valoc, how fhaU th.e compme 
hc made, feeing the Rates of the CliftDnI1 are 
in no kind propoftion3blt, our own Com­

modities 
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mGdities being fame rated very loW', as Dr/l; 
,ery, Silk.-Wllres, Haberda[1ur)" and all Ma­
rlHjail:wes of Iron; others high, as Lead and 
Ti ; and Fijh in El1glifo Ship ping not hing; 
and for Foreign Commodilits ImportCld, the 
Rates are yet more un~qual, [0 that tbe 
value Rated for the CIljf9ms cannot be a due 
meafure. 

Befides, Foreign CommoJitie! Imported by 
Englip, Sbipping, lhould be valued only aE 
their firf!: Cof!: and Charges abroad, and 
thofe by Foreign Sbipping, with the encreafe 
of the horne-ward Freight. 

2.From tbe many Accidents that fall out in 
'[rade, wi,bout tbe true knowledge whereof 
a right Balinllce cannot be made, as; 

I Accidents that diminifh the Stock feDt 
OUt, as loffes at Sea, bag Markets, Bankrupt~. 
alfo C~nfifcations, Siefures and Arref!:s,whicli 
fall out often on feveral occafions. 

Now, if by an y of thefe, or [ucb like, tbe 
original Stock comes to be impaired, and 
leffened, tbe value of tbe Commoditie! Im­
ported in returtl, may be far lefs than the 
value of the Commoditie! Exported, and yet • 
may h.e th.e full producr, and [0 tbe Nation 
no Gainer, though (be Exports were more 
;n vaiue than the Import$. 

2. Accidents whereby the Sto~ rent out, 
com'HO be extraordinarily adxanced in Sale 
< . . , abroad, , 
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abroad, from whence it may fall out, that 
the Commodities Imported in return, ma-y: 
appear to be of a much greater value than 
the Commodities Exported, and yet bCllo 
more th:m tbe real produce of them, and 
fo the Nation no lofer, but a gainer there­
by, although the Imports exceeds tbe Ex­
ports. 

And if tbe afore-cited Tnftances fuffice not 
to prove the uncertainty (in fome cafes) of 
this Notion. of tbe $f!Uance (If '(!tant, the 
following Examples of Ireland, Vir!ini4 and 
Barbadoes, are fo pregnant to this Cafe, 8S, 

·1 think, will convince any M~: For thofe 
three C.ountrics do without doubt Export 
AnnuaLlv a fir greater value of the Commo­
dities of their native growth and produtt, 
than is illlPorted to them .from hence, or· 
from any Foreign COlin try, and yet they are 
not filch great Gainers, but continue Poor; 
the true reafon whereof, as to fret.md, js 
given by the molt Ingenious AI/thor of that 
Trcllti[e of TII.vel allJ COlflribmiolls, Page 27. 
where he faith, ThAf r. grt"l p.lyt of Eft.ltts 
both r~at ~nd f'Crfo'litl in Ireland. fir' m/ft. 
by Abfemus, and (Hel) .14 drl/lll OVI~ ,he Prcjfts 
rai(cd Ollt of Ireland, Tlfllnding "othng; fo as 
Ireland Exporting m·ore than it Imports, 
doth yes grow poorer to 3 Piir.ldox. 

Here l't me glaun~e at myoId Th me, . 
and 
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and defire the Re",der to confider ferioufly, 
w~ther it may,oot impropedy,be [aid of all 
Kingdoms and Countries, where t he IntereJt 
vf M1r,ey rnos higher than their Neigbb0urs. 
tbat a part of their Eftates are owned by 
Abfentm, and cOfifequently they lball be [un:: 
to be kept Poor, whether the ir Importations 
or their Exportations exceed. 

This likewifc relolves a Qu~tion th~t 
W:j$ once put to me by an Honourable Perfon 
cClflcerning the COMlY of Cornwell, which not­
withfranding the great quantity of Tin and 
Pitcl14rdI, which Aonuall y the InhAbitant! are 
fe,diog forth from their tWo Minel of Land 
add Sea, yet the Country frill rtmains in a 

• poor Condition; The re~fon whereof to me 
[eems clearly to be, Becaufe a gre>!, part of 
t he Stock imployed in the ajo?f[aid great Trade, 
u tll~tn up at Inttrejl, lind con(eqltently owned 
b Londoner>, and other AbfeDtees. 

And though it m.y be hoped that this is 
not yet the cafe of England, yet it is II De­
monlhatiol1 that the Dotion of taking the 
15aUance this way, is not abfoJutely, and til 
all places, aod under aU circumitances, with~ 
out exception true and good; for) n care the 
Trade of England lbou ld be carried on by 
Ab{emw, thell the fuppotition upon which 
this Notion is grounded (viz.. That when 
the Exports Qver·B;lllll11re the Imports, tho 

Sur-. 
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Surplufage is returned int9 £l1/,[,./1d in Bill. 
lion) will prove a mifl:~ke, and the contiary 
will be true, v j{.. That the SlJrplufage wiH 
be conveighed ioto Foreign Pans, to the 
placei of the refidence of foch Abfemw. 

2. 'rue fecond thing I am to Illuil:rate is, 
chllt this Rule (barely conlidered) is fallible 
lind Krroneo'Js, as to particul~r and diil:inct 
Tr~dei. r 

This will appear, if it be confidcied, t(jat 
a true meafure of any particular Trade, as 
to .he profit or lofs of tbe Nation tbereby, 
cannot be taken by the contid~ration of fuch 
Trade in it felf fin gly, but as it il:andsJn 
nference, and is fubfervient to the general 
Trade of the Kingdom; for it may fo faU 
OUt, that there may be fume places to which 
little of our Englipl Ma/J/I!attuYeS are Ex­
ported, and yet the Corumoditiei we have 
from thence, may be 10 rrecdT.lry to the car., 
ry ing on our Tr .1de in general, or fome other 
particular Trades, that without the-m the 
Nation would greatly dfcline and decay ia 
Trade. 

Now, in this cafe, if we !bould mellfims 
fuch;\ particular TI ade by the afol efnid No­
tion of the Ballance, we ilioulci find the 1111· 
ports abundantly exceed the Exports, ~lId 
fo be rC:ldy to oncl lldc ag::linI1: fuch a Trade 
:a dcftruClive~ whereas (notwithlbnding) j( 

my 
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may, in truth, bs a very neceffary benefici:tl 
T~de, and to the very gr~at advantage of 
the Nation; as for infi:ance, 

The Trade of Dmmllrk and N.rwIIY, the 
importJ from whence are certainly many 
times the value of our Native Commoditi{s 
Ex!'orted thit her, and yet it cannot be de­
nied but that Trade is advantagious to the 
Kingdom, not only 'J)((ai!l~ives, or 
~ould give employments to two HUDdrcd, 
or three Hundred Sail of Englifh Sbipping (if 
lIIe did" liule mend o,ur Act of Naviglltion) but 
principall y be:c8ufe the Commodities im­
ported from thence, as Ttmber, Pit,h, DealJ 
Iilnd Tar, are of [ucb necelfary ufe, in order 
to the building and fupplying our Shipping, 
th2t without them other Trade5 coulC! not 
be carried on. 

It will not be denied by the Honourable 
Eaft-lndia Compl/ny, but they import much 
more GoodJ into Eng/lind, than [bey export, 
and tbat, to purchaie the fame,they carry out 
quantities of Gold and Silver annually; yet 
no Man that underfratJds any tbing of the 
Trade of the World, will affirm, that En!,­
land lofeth by rhat Trade. The Dutch, witll 
good reafoD, . efreem the Trade of the Ea{t­
IndieJ more Pr0fitable to them than are the 
Mines of Gold al'ld Silver in America to the 
King of Spflin; and if 1:be El1gliP' CompanitJ 

were 
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~eTe vel1cd by Aa of Parliament with fb 
much Amhor;t) as tbe DJ4lch have, and thge­
by encouraged to drive as full a Tradf<ihi. 
the r, as the DHlch do, 1 doubt Dot but it 
\'\ ou Id he fo (not fo much to the pnyate ~ain 
of the :'I1embers ofthat Company, as) to the 
pu'· lick Profit of this Kingdom in general; 
hov.cvcr, as it is, it will not be difficultto 
pi O'le thai ! .... ls ' ihe wort beneficial Trade 
thi Nal ion drives at prefent; Fer, , 

1ft, That Trade conftantly employs 25 
to 30 Sail of the moft War-like Ships in Eng­
l41.d, with Sixty to 11 Hundred Men in each 
Ship, and may ill two or three Years more 
employ a greater Number; aud in order to 
tbe carrying on that Trade, that CompAny 
hath lately (uDcontlraiIlcd) given cGlnfidera. 
ble Encol:ragemlntJ for the Building of ~rcat 
Ships, which hath had good effelt. 

ldly, rt fupplie5 the Nation confrantIr 
and fully, with that (in thisAge) neceIfary 
materi:ll of s,,/t- Pmf. • 

3dl}" It employs-the Nation, for its Con­
fumption, with P pper, ltldi.,o, CAf1ico~J. and 
f venI ordu\ Drugl, ncar the , -value of 
1 $0000 Po.v"d to 180000 POh11d per annum. 

4tbLy, It,,"iJrnifhed1 \15 with fepptr, Cow­
ryeJ, Lor! -Cloarh, .lnA ofhfT C il/lic~es and paint­
ed Stllffs, proper for the Trade of Turkey, 
ll.llj, SplfilJ, Fr."I" an(~ GII;rl], to tbe amount 

of 
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0'£ 2 Q.r 300000 l. per .Annum j m?ft of wbicn 
Tr~ei we could not carryon wIth any con­
fider:i1}le a~antage, but for tbofe fapplies ~ 
2nd thefe uds tx,orted do produGt in foreign 
part's,' to be "rlled to 1!.ngland, fix times the 
Trea[ure in Spuie, that the Comp/my exports 
from hence. , 

Now, if not bnly thf!forefaid advanta­
ges be ferioully cODttr~lro what 
detriment the Nlltio would fuftaw, if We 

were deprived of tore fupplies, both in 
point of Stren~t~ aoq War-like Provilions, 
In regard ofShlPlElg lod Salt-Perre, but alfo 
ill refpea: of the furtherance it gives to ma­
ny other Trades before· mentioned, it will 
ea!ily appear that this Trade, t11o' its Im­
POtts exceeds Its Exports, is the mof!: ad" 
v~ntagious Trade to Eng/Ii"J, and deferves 
all encouragement; for were we to buy all 
our Pepper; and CaOicoes, &c. of the Dutch, 
they would raife our Pepper (which now /ftrndi 
the Nation but Itbout 3 d. per pound in brdia) to, 
or near, the proportion which they have ad­
vanced on Nurmegs,C/o7Jes and Mact (wbich 
toft the DJltch not much morh pry pounil iIi 
India t ban Pepper) fince they engrolfed the 
Trade for thofe Commodities; aliid the ure 
of CallicQeJ in EHgllt71d would be ropplyedby 
foreign Linnen at greater Prices; fo that 
w hat may be fetured from this Naticm's corr" 
. 0 fUIDjltiOllf 
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fumption, would in probability cof!: them 
above 400000 I. per Annuli< more tharr;now 
it doth; and our foreign Trades, fot/J;7.ly, 
Glliny, &c. would in part decay~or Vlaot of 
the aforefllid fnpplies. ~ . 

There is another Notion cc!ocerning tfJe 
Ballance of Trade, which J think oat Imper­
ri.(lent here to t3ke~tjfe of, vi<... Some are 
ofopini~n, ~atth~~~Y to k~ow wbether 
the Nat~g~i~'if.o;f :.oofetb In the general 
by its foregoing Trad~, is to take an infpe­
aion into the ('our [e of the Exchange; if ge­
neraUy abpye the intrhfick v~lue 01' Par of 
the Cojns ofForeigo Countries, we not only 
]oo[e by fnch Exrhanges, but the fame is a 
demontlration tbat we 100fe by the geacral 
courfe of our foreign Trade; and that we 
require more fuppJy of Commodities from 
lIbro;ad, tban our exports in Goods do ferve 
to purchnfe: And certain it is, tbat wben 
once the Exch,t>tge comes to be S or 6 ptr cent 
above lhe tr ue vahle of foreign Monies, ORr 
Trcalllre would be carried out, whatever 
Lal/ /bonld be made tu prevenr it: And 00 

tile contrary, when [he E., cb.1I1ge is generally 
below the tr uc value of our foreign Coins,ir is 
an evicieQce that Ollf exports do in nlue ex­
ceed whtit we require from abroad : And fo 
if dle E;>:cb.lI1gl comes co be 5 or 6 per cmf 
below the trlle value of the foreign Coins, 

returns 
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retqrns will be made for btg/llnd in the 

~ ~ of foreign Countries. 
N w; '," hat' tbere is /lIfo a great ceaIof 

Truth In bis Notion, is not to be denied, 
ana "that t diligent obfervance and confi­
deration of t fe of the Exchange, may 
be of nfe and very H ~ejfary in many refpects; 
and is ".l very Ingen o.u~* for apy that 
would dive into the ; ) ,certes of hade; yet, 
becanfe this is Jike< ire fubjdt to vary on 
many Accidents ant Emergencies of State 
and Wa~ &c. and caufe tbere isnofl!:ttled 
courfe of ExchanIe, ut to and from France, 
HoU,md, fia»ders, H?mbroHgh,Venice,Le,ghorn 
and GenOA, and that there are many otber 
great and eminent Trades, belides what are 
dri .... en to thofe Conntries,tbis c:mnot afford 
a true and fatisfJ.tlory follllim to the prefem 
Queftion. 

Thus having demonltrated that therl!: No­
tions, touching the Ballance of Trade, tho' 
they an: in their kind ufeful N@tiohs, are in 
fome cafes fallible and uncertain. If ariY iliall 
ask, How foallwe then come to Ite refol'1ied of the 
matter ilJ !<.ue ftion. 

I anfwer, Firfl-, The belt and ~ilcertain 
difcovery, to my apprebenfiotl, is to be !ll.1de 
fram the encreafe or dimiilUtion of our 
Trade aud Shippivg in general;for if onrTrade 
and Shipping diminlfh) whatever profi~ par-

o 2. ttcula~ 
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ticu];!r Men may m~ke>the NAtion. IJndOllbt. 
edly l()feth; and on the contury, if Cj/lr~# 
a716IS~ippil1g encw,fr ,how fmali or ItJw f1..ever 
the pron t ; ~re to private Men, it Is,im inral· 
Iibl,e I. ldi ~_a-ion that ~he Natio/in gel'.e'tzl 
thnves; lor I dare afhrm .c~Lhat Categori, 
ca!1y,in all partsofthe~lOle World,where­
ever Trade is great,,' ld continues'fa and 
grows d~(j{~ ~, and encreafeth in 
Sbipping, and that fota fucceffion not of a 
few Year~, but of Age, that Trade muft b~ 
Nationally profitabl . • 

As a Town where doly a Fair is kept, if 
every Year the number of People and C011-

modities do augment, that Town, how~veT 
the Markets are, wiiJ gain; whereas if 
there come !till fewer and fewer People and 
COIDmodi(ies, that pl~ce will decline and 
decay. Difcourfing once with a Noble Lord 
concerning this meafure or mel hod of know • 
iog the Balldl1ce of (JIII- Trl/ril, or more plainly 
ollr general Nlltionll/ gain or loiS by TTttdt, 
r is LvydpJip was pkafed to orpofe,by asking 
two very proper QjH:frions, vi:::.. 

Quefr. I. 1 s there 110t II ~reat fill/ililHde b,. 
tween the .Ajf,;irs of II private Prr!ofJ, (lnd of a 

I N(4r iol7/he forme?' bei"l bm a little FIf",I[1, "lUJ 
thtl"tieT .. grMt F Ami/y 'I 

J anrwer, Y~s; certainly there ig . 
.Qileft. 2_ His L~dflJipJ fecond Queft ion 

was 
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was, 'Mit) "riot It privAte Mercbllilt be, or /itm 
fO,be Owntr of mur;h Shipping,d.iv( II greatTrlfde, 
7ec'f'v~·and fond out m.my G O.d1, anti yft decli'ne , 
~'to'w, orer, nrJif'ithftan ding all hu p-miJ/il'g 
and f.j.JJ!I# 1--

I anf~ ' Yes, certaiflly he may; but this 
wil1foon a ear, either while He lives, or at 
liis Death; 's great Trade will corne 
to be but a fmall on ,or none at all : But that ' 
Man who drives a gl 'qt Tr. and is owntr .... 
or employer of mue ~~crpping~ #rl doth all 
bis dayes continue sd encreafe in Trade 
and Shipping, and is Son orSuccerfor after 
him, and after him'! is Grand-Son, &c. this 
would be an.indifputable Evidence that rhat 
Perron or Family did thrive by tbeir Tr8de; 
for if they had not thriven, their Trad~ 
would not have long continued, much lefs 
encreafeu: This is the cafe of Nations, and 
this through God's Goodnefs is tbe cafe of 
EnglAnd (as bad as we are at prefent.) 

fhe reafon of this is as evident as the firit, 
for where It great Trltde iJ driveJI, efpeciaJly 
where much Shipping is employed,whatever 
becomes of the poor Merchllnt, that drives 
the Trade, Multitude1 of People will be cuta;1Z 
gainm, as his Majtjlyand his Officer1 of Cu­
foam, befides ShipwrightJ, Butcher; , Brewen, 
B'lIkers, Rope·makers, Porters, Sea men, M:mIJ­
f~aurers, Carmm, Lighter.men) lind 1111 o'her 

o 3 .AT£i.~ 
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ArtificBrS and People,h It .depend on '/rade and 
Shipping; which indeed more or lefs the 
whole Kingdom doth. ' 

But it may be faid agaift; If thu r/(;"re~.f 
Trade depend IIpon,a1Jd proceedffohrur'd,t!t.,a;y 
Importation!, for which olir retf.ayMu} I.y'goes alit , 
it wjlJ impo'lleri{h u.s· !'. 

I anfwer, in forne cafe~,qMiTay Be fo, and 
in.fome· cafes ( as I haVe~:ireadY demonftra­
r.ed) it may ~.btPv i , but that will heft 
be known.J1Y tbe~s . for if we are im­
poverithed,our general i 'rade and our Ship­
ping will neceifarily ant~ vifibly grow lefs 
and lefs, and mult ratio" ally and unavoida­
bly do [0; for that b~ing impoverifhed, we 
{ball lore our Tools ( our Stock) to drive a 
great Trade with; wr,ereas on the contra­
ry, if our Trade in he grofs bulk of it 
(tho' We may decline in fome) do frill eo­
creafe, efpecially our Shipping for a long 
traa of Years, it i.s infallible proof of our 
thriving by our Trade, and that we al'e frill 
getting more Tools (more Stock) to Tr~de 
with. 

Some there are would limit this difcovery 
to rhe enereafe and diminution of our Coio 
and Bullion, but, becanfe that is more feeret 
and indifcc;rnable, it camlOt, I conceive, af. 
ford fo eJ ;011: a demonlhsrion liS the other, 
if ant at all; for that Money feerns to v'llgar 

Obfer-
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Ob[~ver~ mofl: plent iful when t here is leaR! 
o·cg.fi1 n fo r it ; and on t1le contrary, more 
Ji It!!, as t he oec.illions for the employment 
;ner;.o r""::iumerous and advantagi-
011$, a drog t o which we fhonld feern to 
h~!JlG Money when we have [he lealt . 
Trade, aDd then certainly the NAtion 

/ gets leaft. Th is 1 apparent t e thofe t,lJac 
will obferve , that ~ en the E4I-In~~­
Fill1Y have a great f. e·t~ 1'.'l!th, t hen Moner __ 
is gepcrall y found t bt [carce in'L lJf1don, not 
that it is fo in r e ity more than at othe.r 
times, bm becaufe ,; atextfaord inary ocoll, 
on eogageth Men t mployquantitie$, which 
they provide and lay afide for t ha t purpofe; 
from the (aooe reafoD it is, that a high fa tc 
of Ufur v makes Money feem fcarce, becaufe 
every Man then, as foon as he can t ake up 
a (mall fum, fends it into the Goldfmit";, 
wherwf more is [aid before in the Preface 
to this Difcour[e. 

I anfwer, that tbo' the Study of the Ba[.. 
lance a/Trade in this laft mentioned ref.pett 
be a Study very Ingenious and Commenda­
ble, yet, in my poor Opinion, he enquiry', 
whether we get or lore, '<iot:h not fo much. 
.deferTe our greatefl: pains and care, as how 
we may be fure to get" the former being of 
.no uf<l!but in order to the ]'<ltcer) and this 
1~f1erefore leads to the confideratlon of the 

o 4 other 
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otb~ BaUanee of TrAde, as moIl: bTeful and 
ncceffary, vi:<.. 

What u to be done in England to jmpl~!I~lbe 
Trade thereof 10 filch a de§nil M :.j1~IIlhfO'r 
()ve,·blll/';mce ollr Neighbour/Tn oHV"a'f:onal 
Profit by our Foreig17 Trl/de? ./ ., , ~ 

I an[wer, this is a large artj exteniive 
Q!1dtion, and requires ~[olve it, the 

.-g!I~t!lf.; Skill and ExperVlDce both in affairs 
'51 Slate and Trade" and !:herefore I have on­
I y made an 'Effay to'Nardt., it,w hich the Whole 
D i fcour[~ forel?,oing is (rnd cberefore I hope: 
the Reader will accept ~f my good affection 
to my Country hereinl tho' he meet Dot 
with that full fatisfaaion he might expect 
and wifh for. ) 

The method I propore for thl! further 
nnfweriog of this great Que!l:ion. is (follow­
ing my own principle, that if Trade be 
great, and much Englifh Shjppin~ employed, 
it will be good for the N.tr/QrJ in general, 
whatever it may be for private Mc"h .. nts ) 
Fir!l: to lay down fame general Rules for 
the enlargement of T,IIde in Epgl.wi; and 
then [orne WIlYS of reducing thofe general 
Rules into Ure and Practice. The general 
Rules for ~h, cnl:jrgement of Trade are not 
JlIany. " 

J , EncreIC[e HtllldJ}in Tr;td,.. 
2. Ellcre4c SIOC~ 
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3. MAK Trllde enfie ~nd necejJAry,i. e, m~ke 

itllllT j l1ttrtft to Trade. • 
'I '" (. ,:;~}1.!(, it the Intereft of Qther N ationJ to 

~ ri.Jr;'1 IU. '"''J 
I h < ~ Ii HandJ in Trade, the follow-

J~i'art ars would much contribute. 
I It .An # ofNlJtHrll iiz.ation before menti­

oned. 
2. Some mlarge. ent of the F oHlldt!'-ieQilej.. 

SocietieJ of Mercltlln , as before-lirnited.~. 
3. A more u,fie If! fm IIdmifJion of fnhabi­

tanlJ, Merc1J1lntJ, "'l ArrijiCtTf, to be SHrger; 
of ONT CitieJ and Bor ollghJ. 

4. Not to hinder" ny Man from keeping M 

mllny Servants sU he can, nor L oomJ, workmg. 
TooIJ, &c. 

5. To a'ate the Interefi of Money, as afore­
faid. 

6.Seme RellixationJof the E6clefiafticllILIITrlJ, 
wo/,ld keep qur own People A' Home, lind invite 
otherJ to 114, and confcquently cncreafe the 
number of our Hands in Trade. 

7. Employ, Edllcflte and Relieve the Poor, fo 
IU they may neither be Idle, nor perijh l or ~ant~ 
Dr lelilliahe Land by Reafonof their Miferie. 

8. Giving filch Honollr and Preferment tlJ 

MerchantJ in the .Ajfllin of the Nation, iU their 
Experimce and Educlltion hatb fil. ed therp f or, 
will doubtfll! trlcreafe the number. 

To encrellfo ow $VoIck,)n Trlfde. 
I. AU 
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r, All the fix fore going particblar;, will 
very much contribut~, efpeciaUy the Nm e­
ment of fntereD:, becalZ-~ brino'~~"~Mf 
more Stocic, forthat tbe l)e ~~'ji~g,\ ~ in 
Trade, muft necelf. rily bring in iliI"jr<St&cks 
with them, iftbey have aoy -; al)('for A'-Ll­
ficers that have none, tbe~-6?r in con­
feQfi50 will generate S~.'Ck. to the Nation, 
~ 'encreafe that we haYJ~ already " 

/ 2. A Law for Tr.tnJ/er,4J'Jc6 of BiOs of Debt, 
( as before mentioned ) ~J ill much and fp~e­
diJraugment our ufefu! fcock, 

3-, Thr: reftrllining uf I,· Tr"des of ol/r OTl/n 
PL(/1/tAtions rohoUy to lingllll;Jd, and preventing 
all ki nds of abufes of that part of the AU! of 
TrAde 4nd N41Jig4tion, would tend much to 
the encreafe of our Stock in Trade. 

4. The [reI/ring of thllt gr~At Tradf for Ship­
ing imployul forimportlltion of Timber, II/aft!, 
Bo.mls (/l"Jd fip8,SIIt'lJtJ,inro thefe three King, 
l:\or115, to be done only by his /I1l1jeftie' J Sob­
jeers, and not by any Strangers, would in a 
vet y few Yean much cncreafe the Stock of 
Lng Land. 

5. Prevclllion 01 the (.t'fortAtiQ>I of 011>' ~J7oo', 
and encourageing our WooiIm M·l1IJ1flliJures. 

6. E"eollrAge lilla EHrelJfi ON" FijhingTr"dlf, 
which,ilow 'Lhat is only to be done,is before­
jl1cntjoned: 

..., ,. 
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--7· .1(J tile LinDen rAther than tbe 
Wool Jt71lifllffure ~eland, and give 

.... ex. ,di ary 1!ncouragement and priviled­
es L [P rIt U a&rtakers. 
8' J l; ollra~ thoft Trades moft, that vend 

m ~ of~ Manu/affures, or {upply IU with 
A-faterials '" I ICfther MAnHf",G/Hred in Eng­
land; or elfe uc " furnifh us with COal mo­
dities for the carr"ng on of other Tl'w:5_'­
as the E4ft-India.C~f,pany doth eminenriy. ~ 

9. JfhirMaje(tieS~NaVy, Debts, &c. were 
All paid, and if fQr tl future aU hu Majdl:ies 
P aymtntl were made ith plinG/Hality, it wOHld 
much increllfe the Sto~ of this Nation in Trade; 
foch fatal ftops being to the Body politick, 
like great o\)f/:ruf/:ioDs af the Liver and 
Spleen to tbe Body Na[Ural, which DO[ only 
procure ill hatlits, but fometimes de[perate 
and acute Difeafes, as well as Chronical. 

roo Le.j[enil1g the number of Ollr Holy.dIlY, 
'!POHid encreafe the days of our workjng, lind work­
ing more wouLd make UJ Richer: Riches and 
Stock are the fame. 

o [r. If our Affairs would permit, that thefHD 
Clifrom Jhould be paid bAck, &c. (and not the 
half only )for aIlforeign Goods brought hither, 
lind afterwArds Exported (as I am credihly 
informed t he French King hath ~ery Idtely 
don e in all the. parts of his Dominions) it 
would wonderll/fly mcrenfi our Navigillion, ana 

it) 
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51 To 21,cTradee2lle, andWooIl'ife, 
wb!fh is a' ays aimed at by our Parliaments ; 
N :thing Vi ' I conduce fo much in times of 
War, as ro • -' t fufEcient regular Con­
voys to Merchant Ships, which fometimes . 
bave been forced 0 lie full Loaden with 
Draperies Five or ix Montbs in the River 
for want of Conv<lY s, witb the ln terell of 
6 pey ~ent ~ating uWn them; wbile likewifc 
their Cloath by 10,<1g lying in the Sh ips is 
mucb damflified, ahd Merchants cannot buy 
more of the Cloathiers until tbeir Goods are 
at tlJ:ir felling Ports, which. when there ~r­
rived Merchants can value themrelves upon 
tbem bv Exchange, and begin a frdb Invdt­
ILent in England, 

6. To make Trade e;.(ie, fome abatement 
of that rigorous way of PreJIing Sea-men, 
which fometimes fw eeps away the Officers as 
wen as common men,VI'ould much cond uce, it 
being an in-fuperable difcouragernent to 
Merchants to have their Ships fometimes 
manned, and unmanned, two or thrre times 
in a Voyage, before they c?n Ket tbem clear 
into tbe Sea, which is net fo ii! Hollllnd. 

4th. General Rule, To make it the Imerejf 
of orhcy NlirionJ to Trade with U1. 

J • .Being in a good condition of Strength 
at 
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are ~p(tition with us 
c..,I»ay n wrefr it from us, but 

?l.l1~"!'IIIIro .. r co~tinue and. encreafe, t o the 
n of theirs; if there were no otbers 

oj wag with us, we might, as the Proverb 
fa,'tb, rna our own Markets; but as t be cafe 
now frands , L c. all the World are ihiving 
(0 engrofs all the'Trade they can, that other 
Proverb is very 'true and applicable, All 
Covet, aIL Loft. 

3. The well co,tT:vement ;md manllge­
mem of fortign Treaties, may very much 
comrilJ.ute to the making it the Intere1l: 
'of other Nations to Trade with us, at 
leafr to the convincing of Forei(!;n Princes 
wherein and how it is their lnterefr to Trad.e 
with us. 

4- PHbljc~Juflice lind HOllefty will make it 
the Interel1afother Nations to Trade with 
U5, that is, that 1'1' ben any Commodities pafs 
under a publick common Seal ( which is In­
a kind the ptlkllck f aith oftbe Nation) they 
may be exaCl in length, breadth and nature, 
acco rding to what they ought to be by their 
Seals. 

The l ike care ought to be tabn fol' the 
true packing ef onr HerriTigs 3Jld Pilchardf, 
(Jormet II' mentioned.) 

. ~ If we would t:ngage other Nations to 
Trade with us, we mofr rc:ceivefrom them 

the 
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ce) or e Ife • -n the confnm po 
i ,lar;. 

r. v s laft Difcourfe of the 15a[< 
Ian < of ~tanf) as well as in' my former, 
cop~ ed m)' felftowrileooly general Heads 
and rincipfils..J.,hat relate unto Trade in ge­
~ral, not this O'7l~at particularTrade; be, 
caufe the feveral Trades to feveral Coun­
tries, may require dilHna: and particular 
conllderations, refpcaing the time, place, 
competitors with us, and other circumftan­
ces, to find ODt, wherein our advantages Of 

difadvantages lye, and hoW" to improve the 
former, and prevent the latter; but as this 
would be too great a Work for one Man, fo 
I fear it would make this too great a Book 
to be well read and conridered. 

Bat in tbe PrefAce to this Treatife, I have 
briefly mentioned many particular Trades 
that we have 10ft, and are loung, and by 
what means; and many Trades that we yet 
retaiq and are encreating, and how it hap­
pens to be fo ; whicl] may give fome light to 
a clearer Difcovery and Infpedion into par­
ticular Trades, unto which Ingenious Men 
that have Hearts to [erye their Country in 
this ([0 nece{fary Work at this tillle) may 
add, and further improve, by the advantage 
of Abilities to exprefs their Seatiments in a 
more llltelligible and Plaufible Stile; but 

P when 

------------~-------\--------------------



C H 1\ P. X. 

COD€crning PI.lmations 

T H £ TfJ.d! of ,our En~.'jfb Plantations in 
4",t1';" " being no of as gr It Bulk" 

8/1d F:npl ylng as much Shipping asmoftof 
the Tflue of chis Kingdom, it fccills OOt 
uno en'" J t Oiftou.rfc mot at Iilr~e con· 
(!'nin the NnlUfe of n,mt.lliollJ, and tbe 

~o'l(j Of evil COII(l!quen(e~ of them. in Re­
!.lei I'l to (his llI1U othcr Kill cloms; sod the 

·Ilacher b:c 'ule Ii mil GrolJtl'lkfl of flO !l1Gan 
C~plcjtks, .11'-: of Op.illion, that his j{.J­

j ldf' !'/,muINJ'lJ 'fIbroad tlll@ vcry rou II 
i'r jmliccd [ fli'~ Ktflp/I'JffJ. by draitlting lls (If 
Qur f'eoplc1 for [hc Coufitlluuon of which 

pil'liol!l they IltS!: the fxamplc of (.lip) 
whlcll, thGY f2Y, is ~Imotr foin;;J by (h' -
popul ;l[.i II wb!(h (he WIJI.lrdw h.lth Ctl­

Loued, co ell- (I'ld cbcrlltilrc 11 more p:lni 'u­
br crutillY 10.&y be flil.ldl'l i(l() thi' mJI( 1'. 



I ~ ... _ ....... .,,-

.-fua 0 er my Opinion in the fol-
10.li" Propo Itions, and then give thore 
Rea ns of Probability which prefently oc­
cur ttl my M~mory, in confirmation of each 
Propolicion. -=-

I. Firft, I agree, TIM Lantis (though ex­
cellent) withaHt H IIndJ proportionltble will mt 
tnrj,h IIny Kingdiim. 

2. Thllt whlltever tend; to the Depopulating of 
II Kingdom, twdJ to de lr1lpovtrijhment of it. 

3. ThAt 11II)ft Nations in the Civj[iz..ed Parts 
of the World, tire more or hfs Rich or Poor pro­
portionably t8 the PIlI/cilY or Plenty of their Pea. 
pie, and not 10 the Sterili:y or Fruitfulrefs (f 
their 1 ands. 

4 . I do not agree thllt our People in England 
lire in IIny cDnfiderilble meafurc abllled by rtafo1l 
of our Foreign P'ailtal~ns; bitt propofo 10 prov~ 
the contrury_ _ 

5. I Am of Opinion, thllt tre had immediately 
btfore the lale Plag"e, mAny more Ptople in 
England, than we had brfore t/'e Inhabiting of 
Virginia) New England, Barbadoes) and the 
re(l- of Ol<r American P/;mllcriOIfJ. 

6. 1 hat all C&lonin or PltiJntatiom do en­
dAmage their Mother-Kingdom!1 rr-"ereof the 
Trades of fuch Plllntations are not confined by 
[e'1Jere Laws, alld good ExecutiQl1J of thofe LIl-WJ. 

I to the Mother-Kingdom 
7. ThAt tbe Dntch will reap the gmtteft lid-

.£' :z. 'IlMltage 
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by the SpAniard bye 'pullion of 
any of their To ~1 and br3.ve 

ufes ar fi '. 11 0 Rubbifh, and 
try Into miferable Pover-

t y, { , u th r Lands naturally are pro:li-
gio y Ferti!. 

l\. undred other Inftances of Faa might 
be given to t be li~e purpore. 

II. Whitt-ever tends to the populatin!. of a 
Kingdom, tends t~ the emprovem!?lt of it. 

The former Prapo(i:ioll b~ing granted, I 
fllppofe this will not be denied, and of tbe 
means (vi1:.. Good Laws) whereby any King­
dom may be Popnla[ed, 2rid con[equently 
Enriched, is,in efEd,the fubftance and'delign 
of all my foregoing Difcourfe, to which, 
for avoiding Repetition, I muft pr.1y the 
Reader's Retrofpeaion. 

Ill. Th,;zt mort Nations in the civili::.ed pal'll 
of the U:Orld, are mare er left Rich or Poor, 
proportionable to the P"IIC;,Y ar plenty of their 
People. 

This third is a confequent of the two for~ -­
mer Propoutions; And the whole World is a 
witners to the Truth of it; The [even unit~d 
Frovinces ar,' certainly the rnoft POpII!OIU '[';'afl 
of Land in ChriH:endom, and, for their bignefs. 
tmdollbtedly the riche(1. Eng t2nd, for its big­
nefs, except our Forrefts, W.,(ft1! and Como. 
/'Pons, 'which by our own LJ.ws and CUtl;Offi. 

p l ar~ 
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. .;t . and (M every olle kp'f'. tI?"..1 or;­
U;re J ted, Ifnd hath jjpil-k~ceffi vely been 

Rtp"{ i'vn 'Y If urt i'fi1'C4fleJ Puritans, 
"hlthj-tr ~n arm to the.E,cteft4fical 

Law; of E: glan ; but being wearied with 
ChHrtr c(, {ilresand Perftcuuons, were forced 
to qlUt thdr Fathers Land, to find out neW 
Habitatiolls, as lI1any of them did in Germany 
and Hofland, as well as at New-England; and 
had there Dot been a NeW_England found for 
fame of them, Germ4ny and Hofland probably 
had receitTcd the r"Lt: But OLd England lib, 
Jure haa loft thtm /Zfl. 

Vii gi;:;" ~/lJ S"rbadoe, were prft peopled by 
It fort of 100ft v'Ii",nre Pople, vicious and de­
fritute of IDt::ns fa live at horne (being ei­
ther unEt for Labour, or fuch as could find 
none to Clrnploy thernfelves about, or had fa 
mif·behaved tbernfeJves by Whorein.f, Thie. 
ving, or other DebAuchery, that none would 
fet them on work) which .MerchAnts and 
Mafters of Ships by their Agents (~r Spirits, 
.M thty wert c"fled) gathered up about the 
Streets of London, and other places, cloathc:d 
and tranfported to be employed upon Plan­
tions; and tbefe, I f!y, were fu ch as, had 
there been no Englijh Foreig~lantation in 
the World, could probably never have lived 
at horne to do fervice for tiY.ir CO!Dtry, b\1~ 
IDUlt have come to be han~d-~r ltarved, or 

p 4- '\ dyed 

-
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,dy~d unti~\t of fome of thoff 'm::!~\'i,,;te'" .. 
Diffa[es, tba~tfrom want, '1n~ v,J ; 
or clfe have fold thelf:"~rS~ ;ldje,4 to ,.. 
be knock'd on the Head) or~, .. -,n)l th 
Quarrels of OUf Nei~bours, a~ many t~ou­
fands of br~ve Eng/i~j-men were, in the ~jow 
Countries, as alIa in the W ars of Gmnany, 
France and Sweeden, ~c. or elfe,if they could, 
by begging, or otherwife, arrive to the Stock 
of 2 s. 6 d, to waft them over to Hol/anri, 
be€ome Serv~nt~ to the DI~tch, WilO refuit: 
none, 

Bali the principal Growth aRd EncreaJe of '1 
the aforefaid P/llnllltiQI!.J of Virgil'll., and Bar~ 
badoes bappened in, or immediately after, 
our late Civil Wars, when the worfted par-
t y by the fate of War, being deprived of 
their E{fMts, and having fome of them never 
p een bred to labour, and others made unfit 
for it by the lazy h~bit of a Soldiers Life, 
t here wanting Means to maintain them all 

,~ , "'J, abroad with his Majefty, many of them be­
tQok themfdves to the aforefaid Plan/tltion!, 
aod great numbers of Scotc/' Soldier! of his 
Mdjefty's Army, after Wortf/er Fig/,t, were 
by the then p:'~vailin~ PQwers voluntarily 
rent thither. \', . , 
, A llother grealJIIMrm, or acceffion of new 
I nhabitant~' to J ll~1forefaid Plantations, as a1-
fo to New> Eng/mdl: 'JafJlfjic~) and all other his' 
I , ' M(/jcfti c~ 
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;.. "f< "Uefoies !antlilions in the Wf itlndies, erifn­

eo; l1p'c>n s Maj~ftoo'ratiop, when [he 
• fch':ler r- eT "~f"rty being by a Divine 

Harid bt Pro, <knce brought under, the Ar­
my iisbanJed, many Olficm difplaced, and aU 
th~ new pHrchafcrs of pubiick Titles difpof­
feft of their pretended Lands, Eftates, &c. 
many became irnpoverii.,ed, defritute of em· 
ployrnent; and therefore fllCh as could find 

, no way of living at homl, and [ome which 
fli/red tue yc.eftlll!lifhment of the E,cltfiaflical 
Laws, under lPhich they could flot live, were 
forced to tranfport themfelves, or feU them­
felves for a few Years, to be tranfported by 
others to the Foreign Engl!!" Plantations: 
The conftant fnpply t hat the faid Plantati­
ons have fince had, hath been fnch vagrant 
100fe People, as I have before· mentioned, 
picked up, efpeciall y about the Sereets and 
Suhurbs of London and Weftminfter, and 
MalefaCtors Condemned for Crimes, for 
which by the Law they deferved to dye; 
and [orne of tho[e People called Q!!akers, Ba- " 
nifhed for meeting on pre' enee of ReligiolU 
Worjhip. 

Now, if from the Pre it be duly con-
li.dered wbat kind of P rfons tbofe hllve 

, been, by which our PIa tio~ have at all 
times been replenilbe uppofe it will 
appe.ar that fuch they e been, and uilder 

~ 
• I, , 

fuch 
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fuch Circum '1.\3nces, than if his Mt-4tft{t ,. 
bad no Forei (>la~tations, to wi \ic~ tk,l.f • 
might have refort ; .-: lani howe '"er ~'~ 
ha ve loft them. : ; f' _ 

To ilIuftrate tbe truth wlitreo a little 
furiher,let us confider what Captain Gr"'1't, 
the Ingenious Author of the Ob[ervations upon 
the Bills of MortAlity, faith, Page 76. and in 
other places of his Book, concerning the City 
of London; and, it is not only [aid, blat un­
.deniably proved, viz... That thf City of Lon- . 
don, let the Mortality be whAt itwi/J, by Pl41gue;-
or otherwl[e, rcp"irs its Inhllbitllnts once ;11 two 
Tears. And Page 10'. again, If there be 
encollragement for II Hllndred -Perfons in Len­
don (that is, a way how a Hundred may 
Jive better than in the Country) the eVil. 

cHating of afourth or third part'()f that number 
mllft /0011 be fnpplied out of the Country, who 
in a fll on time remove thernf:ives from thence 
hjther, fo long until the City, for want of r! •. 
Hipt and enc~III'agement; regurgitates and fends 

. t.hem back. 
I. What he hatb proved concerning Lon· 

don, I fay of Engl.tnd in general; and tbe 
fame may be fai9 of any Kingdom or Country 
in the World.' trl 

SI/.ch ad O~y empioJmetit u fOY People, /0 many 
wilt our' Peop'''' be ; 'I,od if we ihould imagin 
we have in E~i~1 employment bllC fO.f IJ,. one 

- (t 



, ( 187 ) 
•. ~ 'g".ld '~d People, and we hat'e born Ind 
:. ~'amol~ft IlS one hundred .. dd fifty Peo­
p' < I fa~ the fifty ijjPft~.dy from us, or 

"ftGl\e, 01 be~~ prevent it, whether 
• we lia<l'~r.~eign PlantationJ or not. 

2. If by reafon of tile accommod~tion of 
livi,lg in our Foreign P!4f1t"'ticns, wo have 
evacuated more of onr People than we fhould 
have done, if we hld no flllch PllQlfAtionJ, I 
fay, with the aforefaid ,A,,( hor in the cafe of 
LO/f(km; and if tlist evacuation be grown to 

~excef, (wr'lch 1 believe it never did barely 
on the account of the Plantatiolls) that de­
crea[e would procure its own Remedy; for 
mHch want of People would procure greater 
\Vage5, and greater Wages, if our La'(}/IJ gave 
encouragement, woyld procure us a fupply 
of People without the charge of breeding 
them, as the Dutch are,and always have been, 
fupplied in their greateft Extremities. 

Objea. But it may be [aid, Is not the Fad-
I lity of being Tranfported into the Planta­

tions, together witb the enticing Methods .. 
Cuftomarily ufed to perfwade People to go 
thither, and the encouragement. of living 
there with a People tbat fpeak our own Lan­
gl/age, ftrong Motives to d _11 our People 
from us; and do tbey Dot drl more from us, 
than otberwife would leav llS, ,0 go into 
Foreign Countries, wher "1 underftand 
not the Lallt1lage ? I 
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t anfwcr~1/t, It" is not much ~(M{ ,; 

fiClllt to get a~e to Ho/tlil'ld, 'than i.;t~ 
to our Plantations. " '{'I- . ' 

2dly, Many of thofe that g . UT Plan- ~. 
·tations, if they could Rot go t~itber, would 
and muR: go into Foreign C01!ntries, t:ho' 
it 'l{ere ten times more a iffiCl.llt to get thi­
ther than it is; . or elfe, which is worfe (as 
hath been faid) wonld adventure to be 
haaged, to prevent begging or ftarving, as 
too many hare done. ~ 

3dly, I do acknowledge that the facility 
of getting [Q the PLantaiiolts, may caufe fome 
more to leave us, than would do if they had 
none but Foreign Countries for Refuge: But 
.then if it be coplidered, . that our Pllin!ations 
{pending moftly our EngliJh ManufaCtures, 
and thofe of all forts almoft imaginable, in 
egregious 'quantities, and employing near 
two thirds of all QUT Engtijb Shipping, 610 
therein give Ii con/ant Sr.f/.:ntlnre tu, may be, 

C" '"'1?JWO h:;n.dred thou/and Perfans here at !,ome; 
tben I mull needs conclude opon the whole 
matt'er, ThAt we have nQt the fewer, bm the 
1narc People in England~ by rell/Jon of OHr En-
glifh Pl"ntati~ -.<'1 America. . 

Objea,2. But . may be raid, Is not this 
inferrillg aI}.d ar (ing againil Senfe and ix­
perience? Dotll . t all the World fee that 
~h: many Noi5fe)' 'rgdonls of Spain in ,Europe. 

dt' are 

',; 
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a\~ almc'l d.eJl~ed and ruinated, by 
"'[ealon ol~"'= r Peoples flocking over co the 

Weft· Ind;es ! And do not all other Nations 
diminilh in People after they become pof­
[effed of Foreign Plantations? 

.AniT». 1. I anf wer, With fubmiffion to 
better Judgments, that in my Opinion, Con­
ter.dinl, for uniformity in Rtligion hath contribu-
. ten times more to the depopulating of Spain, 

than 'aO the American Plantations: What was 
it bllt that which caufed the expulli6n of fo 
many thoufand M~oYel, who had Built and 
Inhabited molt of the chief Cities and Towns 
of AI/dalllz-ia, Granlld4, Anlgon, and other 
parts? What was it but that, and the 171_ 
qlfijirion, that hath and doth daily exptl [uch 
vall: numbers of Rich 'JtWS with their fami­
lies and Efrates, into Germ4ny, It1l1, Tllrkey, 
HoUana and England! What was it but that 
which caured thofe vafr and long Wars be~ 
t~een that King and the low Countries, and 
the dfulion of fo much Sp-<nijh Blood, and 
Treafure, and the final 1015 of the Seven 
Provinces, which we now fi fo Prodigious 
Rich, and full of People, ile Sp,,;n is emp~ 
tyand poor, and Flanders hin and weak, in 
continual fear of being de a ~rey to their 
Neighbours? 

2.. I anfwer, We rna 
between Country and C'., 

arily eifrioguilh 
try; for though 

Plan. 
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Plantations m~ ,.nave drain~.J" of PeO'-< 
pIe, it does 1}0t fo llow that 'hey have or will 
drain Eng/lind or Holland, becaufe wher~ Li­
'berty and Property are not fo well prefer. 
ved, and where Interet'!: of Money is per­
mitted to go at 12 perce'nt, there can be no 
confiderable ManufaCturing, and no more or 
Tillage and Grazing. than, as we Prover~ 
ally fay, will keep Life: and Soul togetber ; 
and where there is little ManufaCturing, and 
as little Husbandry of Land!, the profit of 
PlamiltiunJ, viz. the greateft part thllreof, 
will not redound to the Mother-Kingdom, 
butt to other Countries, wheretn there :are 
more Manufaaures and more Produltions 
from the Earth; from hence it follows, 
PL,mllltions'thus managed prove drains of the 
Plople from their Mother.lCingdom ;, ",here-

Plantations belonging to Mother-King­
doms or Countries, where I,.iberty and Pro­
p(trty is better preferved, and lnterell: of 
Money reftrained to a low Rate, the confe­
quence is, tba- ".,very Perfon fent abroad 
with the Negroes :and Vten(il/, he is con­
ftrained to emplo " or that are employed 
with bim; h bei ''', Cull:omary in moll; of 
ol!r )jl,ma's in ',/Ie 1:;", upon every Plantati­
en, to employ eig J 'or ten Blacks for one 
White Servant; J'y, in this cafe we may 
reckon, that for ~rovilions, Cloaths and 

Houf-
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h .:lirr.ollgoods_~"':'>:nen, and all others em-
''1ioyed abou~aterials for Buildillg, Fining 

and VIctualling of Ships, Every EngliIh·man 
in Barbadoes 0)' Jama-iea CTelltes employment 
for four ",en 4t home. 

3dly, I anfwer, That HoUand now fends 
as many, and more, People Yearly to rdide 
in their nlfntationJ, FOTtTeffes and ShIps in 

Eajt.!ndies (befides many intO the Weft­
Indi'f.s) than Spain, and yet is fo far from de­
clining In the Number of tbeir People at 
home that it is evioeot tbey do monfrruoully 
eriereafe : And fo 1 hope, under the next 
Head, to prove thac Englltnd hath confrantly 
enereafed in People at borne, finee our fet­
tltment upon Piantations in A merica, altho' 
not in fo great a Proportion as {he Dutch, 

V. i am o{Opinion, fhltt we hlld, immtdialep 
ly before the late PLague, more FeDple in Eng­
land, than we had before the inh .. biling IJfNew- _ 
England, Virginia, Barbadoes, &c, 

The ploof of this at beft I know .:an but 
be conjeaural; but in Confirmation of my 
Opinion, I have, I think, of mind tbe moil: 
Indufi..rious Englifh Ca/culal( this Age bath 
produced in publick, vi,,-, aptain Graur.t 
in the forementioned T atife,· Page 88. 
his words are, 'Vpon t e matter we 
, may therefore conclude, tE the People of the 
~ whole N"tion do e"crea/e,.. confrquenrly the 

, decrea[e 
e' 
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t decmtfo of \V'fnch~fk·d Lincoint llfJd it';,;; 

like places, mttft be att~ to other Relfo~ • 
• thlm that of refurniJhing Lon£n ~nl'Y. . 

2. It is manifeft bI the aforefaid worthy 
Amhor's Cakuiation~,~that the Inhabitants 
of Londolti, and parts adjacent, have encres[» 
e9 to almoft double within this fix~y Years; 
and that City hath u[ually been taken fot an 
Index of the whole. . 

I know it will be faid; that altho' LonW 
have fo encreafed, orhur parts have foJl'iuch 
diminifhed, wherereof fome are named be­
fore; bue if to anfwer the diminution qf 
Inhabitants in fome particull'lr places, it be 
coniidered how others are encreafed, viz.. 
Yarmouth, Hun, Scarebrol4,th, ~nd other Ports 

• in the North, as alfo Leverpool, Wtftchejltr 
and Br~lfot; PortfmOl/th, Lime and Piimol4th • 
and withal, if it be confidered what great 
Improvements have been made this laft fix-
~f Years upon breaking up and enc10fing of 

Waftes, FQl'refts and Parks, and draining 
of the Fens, and alJ thofe places Inhabited 
and FurniOJed with Hnsband-ry, &c. then I 
think itt will a ' ~ probable that Vie have 
in England now, a ~ leaf!: had before the late 
Plague, mor~ Peo ·'e than we had before we 
fi~ft enter~d Mp~nreign PlantAtions, not­
wlthfiandlOg lfi(ev\~ , e the great N umbers of 
Men vvhkh have i 'r":.d from us into Ireland; 

. .~ which 
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'" h' '-b Court try , as ouP>Laws now are, I rec­
'.1(0,1 not amon~ the riumber of Plantatio.ns 
profitable to Er.gl,m4, nor within tlte limi ts 
of th is Oi [courfe, alttiG? perad ventura fome­
thing may be pickt out of thefe Papers,whicil 
may def,rve confideraticn in relation to that 
Country. 

But it may pe [aid, If we have more P¢o­
Il!e now than in former Ages, how came it 
to p that, in the t imes of King Hellry t ~e 
fourth _ fifth, and other times formerly , 
We could nife fuch great Armies, and em­
ploy them in foreign Wars, and yet retain a 
fufficient number 0 defend the Kingdom,and 
cultivate our Lands at home? 

I anf"ll'er; Firjf, the bigoers of Armies is 
not always a certain Indication of the nu­
meroufners of a Nation, but fometimes nI­

ther of the nature of the Government, and 
OifhibutiGn of the Lands ; as for IDfrance, 
Where tbe Pripee and L ordI are owners of" • 
the whole Territory, altho' tbe People be 
thin, the Armies upon occafion may be very 
great, as in Elljf-India, Turj>', aod tbe 
Kingdoms of Fe/fe and Moror(, o, where TII/-
fela was lately faid. to ha~( an .Army of one 
hundred and Hey, ortwo h' dred, thoufand 
Men, aldlo' every body' ~~ that Coun-
try hath as great a fca rcity , People as any 
in the World: But !ince 1.,' -hQtders are fa 

Q '1 much 
. ~~ 
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much encreafed in E·itg!al1d, and the f~ile 
Tenures altered, doubtlefs it is ,!hore dill..: 
cult, astWell as more _~hargeable, [0 draw 
great n/llnbers of Meil into foreign Wars. 

2 . since the IntroduCtion ofrhe new .Ar­
ti'llery 'of Powder, Sl;ot 'amI Fire-Arms into 
t he World, all War is beGome as moch ra­
tber an expe'nce o'f Money as Men, and fu~­
ce fs attends thofe that Ciell mofi; and Ion _ 
fpend Mbn~y, ra!her,th~h Men; amy.,,6nfe­
'quently Iprmc'eJ ..!irm/fs'm Europe"",..?;: become 
more PToJff1rt'iondble to ,their PHyfes than to the 
$ u1tlbm of/bet'r People. . 

VI. "i';hnrall Colonies"lInd foreign P/llntlitiOtIJ 
d~ mdotmage tbeir Moihcr,X-Jl1gaoms, wheleof ' 
the TTl/des ~Qf (IIC& Pt.!I1t'lltidns) aYC'tlOt don{illed 
IV iJielr f<jid Motber-Kjngdoms, by tddli Li'wl 
'lind feVtYC ,!-xtclSl ion of tbofe, Lllws. 

I .1'Be pr)laue of a/I the GOflerrltnmtJ of'Etrrope 
fvirn ,fs to the Trl~thJflhM Propofilion. T'he 
Ddries keep the Trad'e of h.,land torbein­
[elves: 'fhe Dutch, SlIyrenhllm, and·an their 
Srm tetne'ms in E'aft· India : The French, ~t. 
Chri/lo'f..her , ad their ocher Plantations in 
tHe weft'Indie~~~ The POTfljg~tu, Braz.il, aild 
aU the Coatts Ithereuf: TheSplllfiards, all 
t heir vatc T-ef 'jtories upon the Main in tbe 
W~ft·IMiies~/~auy Wands there; 'lind our 
o wn Laws f'C~todefi-gnthelik'e, as to all I 

our PlantaricQ.;,l in NCTJI-Engltl7Jd, Virgini", j J; lJIIT-
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BArb~do(l,&c, altho' Wi: have Dot yet arriv~ 
to a..J;.omp!t:at and effet1:ual Execution of 
thofe La ws.--

2,. PlantationJ being at lid!; fornilhed, and 
aftenl'ards fucc8ffively fupplied with Pe(Jple 
from their Mother-Kingdoms, and Peoph! 
being Riches, that lofs of People to the 
Mot her- Kinfli'loms,be it more or lefs, is cer-
~inly a da¢age, except the employment of 

tho eopt; abroad, do "(aufe [he employ­
ment ~ ,many more at home in their 
Mother-King<loms; and that can never be, 
except the Tr~e be reil:rained ro their 
MotJ:l.er-Kingdo~ which wiU not be doubt­
ed by auy that underftands the next Pro­
pofition, G-c. 

VII. ThAt the Dutch roia reap the gfCAteft 
lJa1JAlItage by 1111 Cp[onies,ijfHingjrom mly K i/7g­
do," in Europe, whtr'fPj the Tratks (lye no/ fo 
flritily '0" fined (O their proper MQt!~er.lr.jngdomi_ 

This Propofttion will readily be affented 
unto by any [hat underftand the nature of 
[ow Jnterep and low Cu{fomJ; where tbe Mar­
ket is free, they fhall be fu[s;o have the 
Trade that can fell the belt ' penny-worths, 
that buy dearefr and fell Ch~eft, whicb(Na. 
tionaUy fpeaking) none cal) - 0 bu~thofe that 
have Money at the lowefr · ~~o:11ntmft,alld 
pay the leafr CllflO7IJJ, wh, are the DHlch; 
..and tbis is the true cauf-, -v by, beford [he 

Q..2 A~ 

.. 
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only by Vhr, Tr. wand Building of toJ. 
tified Towns a Cafiles, upon the Se~­
coa!t:: ~ture the role Commerce of tho 
P at-tO . witb tbe People which they 
Conquer not, by clearing, breaking up of 
the Ground, and Plaming as the Engll'J have 
done. 

This I take to be a {!:rong Argument of 
Faa to my prefent purpore. 

2. TR~ if'COind Argument to prove this 
~ ofitiorJis from Rearon : I have before 
men ned he fev-eral Accidents and Me­
thods rw.: our Foreign Plantations have 
from time to . e come to be Peopled and 
emproved. \ 

Now the Du'c eine; void of thofe Acci­
dents, are defi:itute of the occalions to em­
prove foreign Plantations by digging and 
delving as the Englifo have done. 

For 1ft. In HoU,lI1d their InttrefJ and CIt­
/loms being low, together with their other 
Encouragements to Trade, mentioned in the 
former parts of this Treatife, gives Em­
ployment to all their People born and bred 
amongft them, and alfo to multitudes of 
Foreigners. 

2. Their givi/fg Li;ertY'iAt leaft Conni­
vance to aU Religionr, IU we/) Jew~ and Ro­
man-Catholicks, IU Settar\1 s~ gives fecurity 
.to all their Inhabitants at ' e; and expels 

. Q 3 /~ ~ nooe 
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n'one, nor puts a necellity' 'P0n allY to Bani/h 
ihelllfelves upon that accou:.Jt.· . 

3. Their careful and wonaelful Provi­
ding fur and empJoyiJIg their P¢Jr adiome, 
puts all their People utterly out of Dan~er 
of Starving, or necelllty of Stealing, and con-­
fequently out of fear of Hanging. I might 
add to this, that they have not for a long 
time had any Civil. War amoRf.!: them; and 
from the whole conclude, thlt ",he Dutch a 
they did never, fo they neveJ;\can o~. ,ij . 
thrive by Planting; and tbat)~._~lIllifh 
plantations abroad are a goy", --effetl-, pro­
ceeding frem many evil ca~,es. 

IX. nat neither the Fri>ch, Spaniards IlY 

Portugeeze #frc mHch to br'fttrud ql1 the acc'lmt 
of P/ltl<ting ; not for the fame, ht IllY other Rclt­
[0111. 

That the French have had footing ill the 
Wtji-JlldieJ, almoft as long as the Engbjl', is 
(ertain, and that they hale made no conu­
derable progre[s in Planting is as certain; 
and finding it fo in Faa, I have been often 
exerclfillg my thoughts about enquiry into 
the reafon~ereof, which I attrib()[t especi-
ally to two. . 

Firft, Seea' re Fnlllct being :In abfolute 
Gov'rnnent, lath not, until very lately, 
given any JOll ' ren~nee or EncouT:lg ment 
to NA'tIigl4tIO'J i~~' Trlfde. 

¢' ':!:' SLfOr.dlJ 
\ 
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mnJ'l. nd pri ipally,~cau[e the i'fre.1Cb 

Settlements in t Weft-Indicr have nod bden 
up .. n iF;~d s as the Englifh are, bu2"iil 
fubjettio ,f o tbe French Weft India Camp'''']" 
whicl1C6f~any being under the French King, 
as Lord Proprietor of tbe places theV fettle 
UpOD, and taxing the Inhabitants at plearDre 
as tbe King dotb tbem, it is not probable 
they fhould lDlike that fuccefsful Progrefs in 
Planting; d}.raprietJ, Frtfdom ar;d Inheritance 

• being the l1~ft effeElHal Splm to Indu(lry. 
. Thc~ fome ( who have not looked far 

into -::~Watter) may think the Spaniards 
have maOe~' eat Progre[s in Planting, I am 
of opinion, t • t the Englijh, (ince the time 
they fet upon ·s Work. have cleared and 
emproved fifty P antations for one, and Buil t 
as many Houfes for Gne tbe Sp<tnurdJ have 
Built; this will not be very difficult to ima­
gine, if it be contidered. 

Fir!!:, that iE is not above ~fty or fixty 
Years fioee the Englifh intended the propaga­
ting Foreign Plantations. . .. 

Secondly, that the SpltniArds were p~ef­
fed 0fthe 'Weft-IndicJ about our King Henr1 
the 7th'S time, which is n~ar two Hundred 
Years paft. 

Thirdly, that what the f paniard hath dOne 
in the Weft-Indies hatl} bs-:n te~ times more 
by G(}nqueit tban Plantt,]g .• 

Q+ '" Fourthly, 
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" C~{l.rJhly, Tuat tbeSp 'aydsfO'<lud Ip thq 

W4F-Indies molt of the Cl 'es and· Towns 
r ead y Built1and Inhabited, a~hcofthe 
Ground improvecl and cultiva~~"::'~fore. 
their coming thither. . ' . 

Fifthly, That the lnhtlbit(mti which they ' 
found there, and [ubdued, were fllCh a Pe0~ 
pIe witb whom [orne of the Spal1illrds could 
;lnd have mixed, from whence hath proceed­
ed a Generation of People wh~L they ca\1 
Miftifts; wbereas the EngliJh vY~lere t ~».r' 
have fet down ~H1dPlapted,either h. ,me, 
of fuch as were meer wild He.. n; with 
whom tbey cpu14 DQr, nor "fer bave been 
known to mix. ,. if . , 

Sixthly, That noW aft~r ,: eh a long [eries 
pf t ime, the Sp'fniards are /Carce fo popu. 
lous in any part of the Weft· Indies, as to be 
able to bring an Army o,fTfn Tholtfand Men 
together ina Months time. . 

From all which I conjeCture . 
. , l ft. nllt his Majefty hllth now more EngliIh . 

Sl.1\tjeCts in a/l hu FGrci.in PrAlillilions, in [ixty 
T(a~s, thlln the King wSpain harh Spaqiards 
iii _til hit, in two hNndred Tears. 

2-d. Thill F,jeSpaniards progrefs in Planting 
bum 710 proporliqn, 10 thHnt;reaJe of the EogliIh 
IlantAtions. I . 

3d.Thatfeeing th~ SpdniardJ, in the time 
"f their grewtett 'Profperity, and under [0 

", many i' . , 
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m~r Ad.> antag~, have been fuch in!U-lre~nt 
PlaR flJ, and !:.'ave made fuch flow pr6~fs 
in peop~ofe parts of the Weft-Indio, 
whi,c'£~'W I.'.0fre fs, It. u not much to be.fellr~d 
thll. ever J!J.f. Eni!-lilh 'IIn/i be mated by the Spam­
ards in thei'Foreign P/,mtlltions,or pr,du5tion of 
the Native Commoditiel of thofe partJ. 

Now the reafoos why the Spaniards are fo 
thin ofPeGpl~ in rhe Weft·lndies, I take to 
be fncb i5l-Y;-,:hefe following, viz... 

Fir!!: , ~d Principally, becaufe they exmi{i 
tT;"¥~ J)ol!cy a~d Govern,merltJ, Civil And E~­
ctefiii]fi~w theJrPlllnt4tsons,1U they do In their 
MOlhtr-Kj~m; from whence it follows 
that their P~ Ie are few and thin abroad, 
from the fame au[es as they are empty and 
void of People at borne; whereas altho' we 
in EQgland VAinly endeA'fJOUr to arrive at a V­
niformity of Religion at home, yet we allow an 
Amfterdam Liberty in our Plantations. 

It is true, Ntw-Englandbeing a more In· 
dependant Governl)lent from this KingdQj1 
than any other of our Plantations, an, the 
People that went thither more one p~culiar 
SOft or Sea, than thofe that went to the 
reft of our Plantations, thl.-'\t did, forJome 
Years patt, exercife [orne feverities againfi: 
the !0a~rs;but ofIate they have underftood 
their true Intereft better, infoliJUch as J have 
noc heard of any Atl: of that kind for tht.fe 
. five 

.. 
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IiV' • ~JtX ¥ e-ars laft, fl~1{ithlta~\ding:;'111 
w. 'i1iiormed, that tb~re a . now ~mf'ngft 
'them many more 0J4'<m an . iiffin­
urs from lheir Forms QfReligious ~ LQ.rl!lip, 
tha~ were a: the tim~ of thf.ir . ..,gFtateCt .Se­
venty, whIch [eveney had oo'G.ther effell: 

.:but to encreafe the N8w-Etlglifh Non-Con-
f0Y7MftS. I 

2d. A fecond reafon wll}: the ProduCtions 
of the Spanifb-Weft-lndill C~m~dities are 
fo i.ncon.fidefable in f<lfpe~ to thl] EngIiJl:. _ 
and confequently why tlleir p ref . HI 

Planting Hath been, and is like t , O;Inch 
lefs tban the El1glijh, ;IS. aJ[o t~ encreafe of 
their People, I take to be t ',e dearnefs of 
the Freigllt of their Ships (. Which is four 
times more than our- Enfl~ Freigh t; and if 
you would know how that comes to be fo. ' 
tW'elve per .~61lt Intereft will go a great way 
,towards the fatisfying you, altho' there 
are other concomitant leffer caufes, which 
~hofo~ver underftands Sp4in, or !hall care­
fu.ll~, read this Treatift!, iUay find out them-
fah>es. -, .. 

rid. A.third reawn I take to be the great, 
.nefs of tbe CufiDms in Old-Spain/or undou bt· 
cdly "igh CufiQ,,!s do 1!4 wtll devllr! Plantli,jaRs 
M Tr{}de. . 

+ The Sfaniards InrenCe and finglliar Tn­
,9uftry in their M)nes fO.r 901d and Sil~:~r~ 
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tb~~orkjng w~rein deHroys abun<l\bn! of 
theilJ}:~,~t leaft of their Slafp,~th 

. caufi: t~\{~~~, negle& in great meafure Cul­
tiVIii:;.)~ ~f the Earth, and producing Com­
modities ~ the grov/th thereof, w bich 
might give employment to a greater Navy, 
as well as fufrenance to a far greater num­
ber of People by Sea and Land. 

5th. Their multitude of Fryers, NlinJ ana 
lither recfJip"d Ilnd Fcc/eft4ticlll Prrfons, which 

e pro jfbited from Mllrriagl • 
. ~oe third for t of People I am to Dif­

cour e;;. re the PortHgu~e, and them r muff: 
acknowle to have been great Planters in 
tbe Brllui/J d other places; but yet if we 
preferTe our ople and Plantations by good 
Laws, I havereafon to believe, that the Por­
tllge,~e (except they alter their Politicks, 
which is almoll impoffible for them to do) 
~an never bear up with us, much le[i preju­
dice our Plantations. 

That hitherto they have not hurt us, j)ut 
we them, is mofr apparent; for in IDJ time 
webave heat their MUfc()1)(ldo al)d p.,{neal Su, 
l"rs quite ont of u[e in England, and their 
WhiteJ we have brought u"'own in all there 
Par:ts of Europe in price,{rom [even and eight 
Pounds per Cent, ro fifty Shillings and three 
Pounds per Cent, and in qu~ntiry ; whereas 
formerly their Bra'1.ei/. Flms conlifted of one 

HUno 
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'H~~, to one Hundrecf\..'\d twe~y t(ou­
fa~efls of Sugar, thl!Y a~~o!!}.li.ueed . 

• ,' to about ,thirty Thoufand Che:;til'fr:, ,'I: pee the 
great encre.afe of Barbadoes. t . - ' -, 

The reaJon of t!,i! dec4Y.Of,~J·. ' . rtugeeZe 
prodtlF1ions in Braz.eils is oertainly 'tte better po. 
lieJ than,Our 'Englilb Plantations are fOllnaed 
"pon. 

, Thatwhieh prindpaJ),y dwarfsthePor~u­
grez:.e P~anta~ions is the fame befo~, .meotla' ~ 

. ned which hilldeusthe Spaniards, yi} .. extrr ' • 
, ()raimlrY high ,Cuf/oms at home, hig , .lti. 

high 1ntereft of Momy,Erclejiaf/ical r ons,&c. ' 
Ffom all that hath beell [a}(fconc(lrning '­

Plantations in generJI, I q,.,:!w ' thefe two 
Principal Conclu{icms" L 

1ft. Tiw our Englilh plantations may thrjve 
beyond any other Plantations in the' World; tho' 
Ihl Trades oj au' of them were marc feverely limi. 
ted by Laws lind g()od ~xecttti0/2 ofthe[e Law! 
to t"'eirMo /her Kingdom of England,extluftve 

' to 'Jreland 4"d New·Eagland. , , 
( 2d;'w, That it it in hi! Majefties Power, and 

, the P~hmi),ent,s, if Ihey pleafe,by taking' off. au' 
,C~arges from Sug!,r, to make it more intirely fin 
Englilh CommifulitY,tha/l white- Herrings lire 

.A,Dutch Comm0dity, andtodra,w mOrfpr0ftt ' 
to thu Kingdorp Ihertby, than the Dut~h do by 
, hal ; Aid ~hllt in con[eqnencf ther(of, 1111 Plan-

, tatiens 
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Penceper Quintail, and that Iint'~~RIl\re 
ldrc:ned in that Trade, the French fJ.Jve en­
creafed in it, and that we havl:.,lon]!"Ally pro, 
ceeded to raife our Fifh from fc:vCn2een Rials 
to twenty four Rials, or twelve Shillings, 
~jblU 1I1mu ) as it FlOW fells in the 
Country. _ 

This being the Cafe ,of EnglanJ.li.,-n relati-
oa to ~his Trade, it is certainly W» th thY1 
enquDry· . 

,J ft, How we clime to decay in that r ... :t 
. 1d~y, What meam'm" be II/d. '.- recoverollt' 
An,ieNt Greamefi in p/'lilt y;,.ad~~ . or at ltaft to 
prlJ1lent our furth,r dimWution rJ!reiTJ (! 

Fhe aefay I1f r-hAt Tr¥U:l-e I "ttrifute, 
.firft, and .Frindl'>3'lly, <tCiltbe gra.wing Li-; 

b~ty which is :every Year 'm.or-e ~nd more 
afed in :RomiJh Cc»tntnl's, IllS well as otherB; 
of eating Belli in Lent and oJ.} Eifu·days.. , 

.2. To a late abufecrepl into that Trr.ade, 
(~fiiW hatb 'mllcb a~ate:d nhe expepce with­
in th~wcnty Years of that ComTho.dity) 
of fending &ve,r private Boat-l:§eqers, whicH 
hath much dif.,rin ifhed the number of ~he 
F ijhing-Sbips. 

J. ';ro the great enCFeare of .the Fnlnch 
rif/my r>f ''P/II'/,mr i-a aJld other Ports on the 
back flu'!: afNcrv-folmd-land. . 

~. To the fever.al Wiir s we have bad at 
-Sea withill drefnwenty \'cars, which have 

much 
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mllc~rilhed the Merchants of our 
Weflerr; Parts, lind reduced them to carry 01'1 

~great pITt oJ"tbatTrade at Bottumry, viz.. 
Money ta~ upon adventure o.fthe Ship at 
twenty per cent per Annum. 

2. What means may be ufed to recover OIlT 

ancintt gre4tne(s in thilt Trade, or -at le>tlt tf> 
prevent 0r.jar/her diminution ther61n. 

".... For ~ lJi5, two contrary ways have been 
i~poul<led. 

r:::"-L "'~fend a Governour to relide there, and 
to c:ncou~'\. e People to'l nbabitrhere, as well 
for defence ' the Country againft InvafJon, 
-asto manage ' e FiJhery there by Inhabitants 
upon the place; this hath often been pro­
pounded by the PlAnters and fome l1erchants 
.of London. 

1. The fecond way propollnded, and 
which is direaly contrary to the former, is 
bv the 'Weft-Colmtry Merc/ntntsand Owneni 
of the Fijhilf'g-Shi'Ps, ·and that is, to h~DO 
Govtfnour nor Inhabitants. permitt~relide 
at Mw-found-bl11d, nor any l"tiffmgers, or 
private 13oat-keepers fuffere~to Hili at New­
fOllnd-lt<nd, 

This latter way propounded is moil; a­
-greeable to my propofition, ~nd, 4fit could 
be effeeted, I am per[waded would revive 
t he decayed Englifo·Ftfhing-Trade 'lit New­
fOIiT:d-land, and be otherwife greatly fonhe 

ad-



( 

! -

\ t ( . 

~. ( 208 )'\ .. ' /' 

advalltage of this Kin~dom; an~Wt:hefe . 
following Reafons. ' 

I. Becaufe moft of the ~rollj.(jons-"the Plan­
ters which Arc foltled at New-tou:fld-land do 
make life of, vi%.. Bread, Beef, Pork, Butter, 
Cheefe, Cloaths, and lrijh-Bandal, Cloth, 
Linnen and Woolel'l, lrijh.Stockings, ~ {lIfo 
Nets, Hooks And LinC5, &c, the'l4([e fopplicd 
with from New-England and Irelhld; And 
~ith Wine, Oyl and Linnenbyth 1;/1115 ps 
from France and Spa!D, in conftquen c' ... :reof 
the Labollr, ~ weD ~ the/eedin ;nd Clothing 
~f fo many Men, u loj to EoglllIJ~' 

2.. The PI"nlers fettled th0'e,being moft­
ly 100fe vagrant People, and without Order 

. and G'lvernmcnt. do keep diffolute Houfes, 
which haveDebauch'd Sea-men,lI'lld diverted 
tJaem from .their Laborio\ls and Induftrious 
Calling; w bereas before there Vf ere fettle­
ments tbere,th{' Sea·men had 110 other tefort 
~.t; the Filhing SeafoD ( being tbe time of 
their~'lde in that Country) but to; their 
Ships, whlon afforded them conve,nien'-.: rood 
and Repofe, ~iithout the incon,enienciesof 
Excefs. 

3'. If it be the Intereft of all Trading 
Nations prin<.-ipally to encourage Navigari, 

. on, imd to promote efpecial1y thofe Trades 
which employ molt Shipping: Than whicit 
nothing is more true, and more regarded by 

the 
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the wife t)lrtc~then cellainly it is tbe Inte':' 
relt of England to difcoiJntenance and abate 
the number of Planters at New-follnd-l~nd; 
for tf they lhoultlencreafe, it would in a few 
Years happen to us, in relation to that 
Country, as it hath to the Fifbery at New­
England, which many years fince was mana­
ged byEngti§; Ships from the Wefrern Ports; 

... as PIa Jtatiom there encreafcd, fell to 
be t~ folelEmployment of People [ettled 
there, and':.qothing of that Trade' left the 
Poor old EI111-!\mm; but the liberty of car­
rying now and then, by conrtelie or purcbafe. 
a Ship-loadingoffilh to Bitvoa, ·when their 
own New-Englifh Sloiping are better Employ­
ed, or not at leifure to do it, / 

4- It U m~rlifejl: f "1ft before there w~re BOIlt­

~epers or PllfnttrJ lit New-found-land FIfo 
11'1U {old chelfper than nom it u, by ab911t 40 per 
cent, and confequently more vended, the rca­
[on WhC~Of I take to be this; the Boa 
keepers a Planters, being generally at It 
able Fifll r-mell, !lnd being upon pace; 
can dou tlefs afford the~r Filh eaper than 
the fi(hing Ships from Old England,fo doubt. 
Iefs they did at firfl: as well at New-Ewglllnd 
as at New-found-land, until tht!! had beat 
the Englijh Ships out of the Trade; after. 
which being freed from that competition, 
they became lazy as to .. ,Ilt laborious ehl-

F ploy IIient 
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' ~n16Jt; having Pleans otllerwi!e>to live 
and employ themfetes, and thereupon en­
baunc(d the price of their Filh, to fuch an 
excefs,as in elfetl: proveS t~~ving away of 
that Tr~de to the Frt11ch~ who by our afore­
faid irnpoHtick managemdt of that Trade, 
have of late Years been able to under-fell us 
at all Markets abroad; 2nd molt certain it 
is,that thofe that can {ell cheape'r~ will hav~ 
the Trade. 1., r · 

s. Thu Kingdom being an Iflan'4-...i1t ~s ollr 
lnterejf, 4i weU for our p~tforfJllji6tz 114 our pro­
jil, no,t8niy to h!lvt m'tlny Sea-1!)en, hilt to hAve 
them 1M much 1M may be withjn call in II time of 
dtl/'lger. Now '(,he Finlillg Ships going out 
in Marc!', and returning home for Englan.d 
in the Month of September yearly, and there 
being employed in that Trade two hundred I 

.. nd fifty Ships, which might carry abolilt 
len tholl{tmd Sea-mm, Fifhcr-men and Shore-

,en, as t\.ley ufilally call the younger per­
o • who were never before at Sei: I ap­

pea ' ~~; Reader, whether fl1c~ ~ y'early 
retllrn of ~~-men, abiding at hOiile with 

,us all the Winter, and [pend).ng their- Me-
, ney here which they got By-their Sllmmer­

Fifhery, w.,-:re n'ot a great acce[s p-fWealth 
and Pow'er to thi~ Kiggdom, and a ready 
fupp.ly fer his M"jefty'i Navy upon all Erner-
gencieh ' 

o. The 
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6. Tte·Fijhi'I,g-Ships yet are, ~l1d alwAys hdve 

bun the breeders of SlfImen; the fllanters and 
goat-keepers, . !lr~ generally fuch as , were 
bred,and became expert at the coft of the 
Owners of Fifhing-Sbips, which Planters 
and Boat-keepers enter very few new or 
g reen Men. 

7· By tbe building, fitting, viCl:ualling 
;.nd rcpail{ng of Fifhing-Ships, multi tudes 
Gf E~ltjh trl/des-men and Artificers ( belides 
t he O Wnets and Sea-men) gain their fubfift , 
ance; wberets by the Boats which the Plan­
ters and Boat-~upers build or ufe at Ne'IP­
fOimd-land, England gets nothinF;. 

Objta. But agllinft all that I have faid, 
thofe that contend for a Governollr at N,w­
fOlma land, ObjeCt, 

r. That without Ii GovernolfY and Govern~ 
mentthere, that Country ,will be always ex. 
pofed to ·.oe furprizal of the french, or an;: 
FOrCigM:"r that fhall pleafe to attack it. 

2. T , at the dilOrdefi of the rf, 
which I omplain of (and [orne at ers,which, 
for br ities fake, I have not entioned) 
cannot be remedied without a GovernOJlY. 

To which I anfVf.er ftrft ,t hat wben.. we can-
.. not pre[erve our Colonies by o~ Shi\'1ping7 

or fo awe our Neigbbours by our Fleets and 
Ships of W ar , that t hey dare n'ot attempt 
them, our cafe will h: fad,and our Proprie< . 

R 1; t1 
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ty will be loft, or in imineot da1l'ger, not 
only abro~d but at horne likewife. 

2(#Y, All the Fijh . thatjs killed at New­
fOJmd land in a Sum .ber, is not fufficient to 
maintain Itt engt'h '!nough on Shore to de­
fend two Fifhing H.rbours againfi: ten Men 
of War, whereas tbat Country bath more 
Harbours to defend, than are to be found in 
OLd Ellgltfnd. }. -

3dl)" If a GO'1JcrIlOJ{'( be efta'hlilhe(., the 
next wnfequence will be a Tax upon the 
Fifhwg,and the leafi: Tax will encrea[e tile 
price of Filh, and that unavoidably will give 
the Trade away wholly. il\to the Frmch 
Hands. • 

4,hly, A G01.Jtrl1m~/it there is already of 
antient Cultom among the Mtlfttrs of the 
Fii11jng-Ship~, ro which the Fifher-men lire 
inured, and that free from oppreillon, and 
adapted to tlte Tr!>de, infomuclf th~t, a 1-

'" 'a better might be wiOled, .I ll':ver hope 
to it. 

XI. Th\!New-England Ii the m If prtjHdi • 
. I Ptll'l t,lIlbn to rbiJ Kingdonr. '\l, 

et ,1 [ n 1101 10 lvrite of ,1 Ptoplt, rnhofe FI'Illot/ily, 
1 d I~-Y ,md Tcmprr:mcr .. . tlld the h"PFimf Df 
'h' 'r,\.L tW~' ~nd Tllj/illl/io1l, dopromif' to l1'c",-

w 0," .' .r'.r. f [.1 lorl( LI(4, WltiJ ,I m)J{irrJ ul (Turf"; I 0 

P
' vr,J Ri,';CJ II"" Pa'rc lY: Aud altho' 00 Mea 
rop', I V d "V·r.~ . (t to envy t lat rtllC:ln v IJllom In 

OU~ 1 (.th ' rs, 
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' . others, wtfich themfdves either can or wilt. 
nat practice, but rather to comnlend ana-

• admire it; yet I think it is the duty of every 
good Man primarily 1:9 rcfpea tbe well· fare 
of his Native Courltry;{ and therefor\! tho l

. 

I may offecd fome, "lhom I would not 
willingly difpleafe, I c~not omit, in the 
progre[s of this D i[couife, to take notice 
of fom~ particulars, wherein Old England 
[«!fer! dimina/ion by tbe growth of thofe Colonies 
fe'Med in New-England, and bow that Planta­
tion differs from thoCe more Souther ly, with 
refpe{l; to the gain or lors ofthi Kingdom, 
vi~. 

J. All olJr meriOfn PlantAtions, except 
that of New-England, produce Commodilies 
of different Natu res from thofe of this King­
dom' as Slsg.tr, Tobacco, Co,oa, Wuol, Ginger, 
[/lndry {orts of dying Wood!, &c. Whereas 
NC:fJ-England produces generally the fame 
We have here, vil.. Corr! and Cattle; fome 
quantitY~;f Fifh they do lik~wife kil~' b 
that is ta' en and faved altogeti ~. t · r 
own In bitants, which preju '" our 
NCITI-folf, d.land Trade, where, hath been 
faid, v1r'f few are, or ought according to 
prudenc to be, ern played in thofe F irheries 
but the nhabitants of Old En"lawi. . 

The other Commodities we have from 
Ithe1'n, arefome fewgrffJt Mafts, Fllr!, and 

R ::i frllin· 
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:Crain.O)l, whereof lhe Ye ar!>. value a­
:;uounts to vflry little, tbe much greater 
value of teturns from thence, b~ing made in 
SNgar, Cotl ol~, l<Vool, TobaCfo alld (Nch like Com­
nloditie;, which t!ley.ftrf): receive from forne 
other of his M ajt{l: il.s pt" nllllionJ, in Bart~r 
for drt Cod-FijiJ, Jilt M,tc~eltl, Beef, Pork, 
Bread, Beer, Flower, Peafe, &c. which ther 
fupply Btlrbadoes, J amAica, &c. with, to the 
diminuti :m of the vent of thoft: ConimQdiries • 
from this Khlgdom; the great Experiroee 
whereof in .our Wlft Inc¥(I Plama tim/, would 
foo n be fouad in the advantage of the value 
of our Lands in England, were it not. for 
the vaIt and almoIt incredib fUl?plies thofo 
Colollies have from New. ElIgl.m4. 

2. Th~ People of New-Ellg l:znd, by vertue 
of tl1'~ir Primitive Charters, b~iog fo ftrittly 
tied to the obfefl'arion of the Laws of this 
Kingdom, do [om times llffumc a Lib~[y {)f 
T radi ng, contrary to the AU of ~.1'l)ig4Iion, 

n:a[on whereof many of onr 't(1mcriCAIJ 

moditics, efpeci21Ily Tobacfo a~ d Sugllr, 
arc ' 0 ?rt~d in Nero- ElIglijh ythiping; 
clirealy io I pi/in, and other foreig 1 Coun­
tries, wi thom being Landed in EI,._md, or 
paying any duty to hiS M.jefty, whie, I is not 
only lofs ro the KiI1J, and a pnjndic~to the 
N.lvig.ttio/l of Old Eng /.md, bllt al[o t tor:'.il 
(Xcllliion of the old EI.gliJh MmiJ"7JI ft ..,!)1 

the 
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the venti of thofe Commodities in thot.e 
Ports, where the New,-Englifb VeffdsTrade; 
hecault', t here being no Cleftom paid on thofe 
C~m lr,oJ l ti (s 1Il N~England, and a great 
Cuftom paid upon thenl'~n O/d-EI'gland, it 
muft neceffarily fol1ow.!lhat the N ew' EngiJjh 
Merthant will be able to afford his Cammo­
dity· much cheaper aU the Market, tban tbe 
Old Englifh Merei){tnr : And thofe that caa 
fell cheapefr, will infallibly engrof. the 
whole Trade fooner or later. 

3 Of all the American PlaruaiionJ, his 
Majtfly hath none fa apt for the buildi ng of . 
Shipping as New-England, nor Done compa­
rably fo qualified for breeding of Se:a men, 
not only by real on of the naturalinduftry of 
that People, but principally by reafon of 
their Cod and Mackml FljllerieJ: AnG in my 
poor opinion there is nothing more preju­
dicial, and in profpetl: more dangerous to 
any M her Kingd.m, tban tbe encreafe 
Shippi' g in their C%nieJ,PlavtatiorlJ or: 
'1.l inees. 

. e People that evacuat(f trom us to 
B4rb otJ, and tbe other Wtjf!"India Pldnta­
tjons as was b~fore hinted, do commonly 
work ne Engli[h-m(ln to ten or eight Blacks; 
and we keep the Trade of ~ faid Plant(l­
~ s intirely to Eng[t:nd, Er?gIAnd woud have 
no lefs Inhabicants, but rather aa eDcrear~ 

R 4 Of 
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of People by fuch evacuatioll, bC3ufnbat ' 
one Er.glJ~l"91I/11, with the ten Bl .. clq tbat 
work with him, accounting what they eat, 
nre and wear, would ~ake employment for 
fOU f Men in Eflg laod,' ai was faid before; 
whereas perad v en ~lI'e often Men that ilfue 
from us to New-E"I.tltnd and Ire/an"', what 
we fend to, or rece! ve frorn thelP. doth not 
employ one Man in Eng/And. 

To conclude this Challter,and to do rigbt 
to that moft I nduftrious Englifh C~lo/ly, I 
muft confefs that though we JQofe by their 
unlimited Trade with OlH Foreign Plantati­
ons, yet weare very great Gainers, by their 
direct Trade to and trom Old EI gl.md. Our 
Y:arly Exportations of Engli~) M.WHj,,[fUW, 
Mau ltand other Goods frolll hence thither, 
amounting in my opinion to cen tim€s the 
value of what is Imported from thence; 
w hich calculation I do notma~e Bt random, 
but upon mature confideration, and perad­
"nture upon as much £xperiendi in this 

r eI; rade, as any a htr perf on wil1:l){·~tcntl 
to ; an " "'cfore, when ever a Rciol'mation 
of our Corf...ofpontlencv in Trade \V\:h that 
People fnall be thougllt on, it will lin my 
poor Judgment r~q\lwe ~reat (endern fs anJ 
very reriou~ ~ircurnfreaion. t .. 

r I N IS ..... 
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A Small 

TRF-0tftfISE 
llSllRY 

r"T'O leavClthe PnoJsofthe unlawfullnefs of 
.J.. Ufury to Divines, wherein a number, 

as well Proteftllnts as Pllpifts, have learnedly 
Written; here is only fet down fome 
Arguments to fhew how great the hurt is, it 
doth to this KiAgdom, which bath DO Gold 
nor Silver Mines ,but ,Plenty of Commodities, 
and many and great advantages of Trade ; to 
which the high rate of Ufury is a great pre­
judice and decay. 

For Pr?Of, how much tho high rate of U­
fury d cays Trade; wefeethat gencr.a.lwn 
Mercl ntsw hen they have got ten anytlfeat , 
Weal h,leave Trading and falk~(y, the 
gain ' ereofbeing fa ea~e,ceJ;.J;;in and great; 
wh eas in other Countries, whne Ufury is 
at a ower rate, and thereby Lands dearer 
to rcbafe, they continue ~rchants from 
G eradon to Generation, to enrich them-
e ves and the State. 

Neither 
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Neither are they rich Trades-Men only, 
tint give o.ver Trading, but a number of 
B ginners ~re undone or difcouraged by the 
higl! fate ofUfury,thej~'''induftry ierYing but: 
to enrich o.tbc;rs, ancl-'I3egi(.er tbe .nfelv s. 

We alfo fee miu~ -,,'rades tkmfell"es 
much decayed, becaufe"they wiU not afford 
fa great a gain as Ten in the Hund, cd ; 
whefcas if the rare of Ufury were cor bJc;h r 
here th~ tl in other Countries, th y had i1ill 
rllbfifted aDd flourifhed, and perhaps \'i[h 
as mach .advantage to tbe rublJCk, as thofe 
t hat do b: iog more to the Private Adven­
lUI er5. 

Yet are not thofe the grcateA: hinderances 
the high rate of Money brings to Trade lour 
greateft difadvantage is; that other Nations, 
('frecially onr Jndulhiou~ Neig.hbours the 
Durch,are therein \-\Tifer tban we: For with 
til tJ1, and fo in molt Countries witb whom 

e hohl Comnlcrcc, there is not any 11fe for 
l\~~y tollerated above the rate of Six in 
the t-~red: Whereby it muIl: of nfccility 
come to ~l, though , tbey have ~o~o!h r 

rlv.nt~ges oillntluflry and Fl U)1,31JlY1 that 
I he ' Oluft oue· Trade us; [or if thl y~ake 
J ,ruIn of ten prr cmf, rhey almofr dlubJe 
th ~ Ufc BlIm~'ed, and fa make R very 'lin' 
fut T lade. nut with us, where ten in ~1,~, 
HUtldl ed is fo (urrent, ids othcrwife; for 

jf 
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if we I1)eke not above ren,we are loofers,alld 
confequently the fame T rade · being ~ith 
them and us equally good for the Publick, is 
to tue private Adv~?,nturers lofsful with us, 
with them very ·ga~ftil. And where the 
good of PUb~iCk and Yrivate Mens go not 
rogether, ..t,ek is feldom greatly 
advanced . . 

And as they out, Trade, fo they may af­
ford to under · fell us in the Fruits of the 
Earth, which are equally natural to our and 
their Lands, as to our great !heme we fee 
our Neighbours the Dutch do, even in our 
own Country: Fpr in mofi: Commodit ies 
the Earth brings forth, tbe Stock imployed 
in Planting and Managing of them, makes a 
great (in many the greateft) part of their 
Price; :md confequently their Stock with 
them being rated at fix in the Hundred, they 
may with great Gain under-fell us, our 
Stock with us being rated at ten. 

An as they may out~ Trade us lind u..!/Per­
fellt , fo are all Contributions to tb .. 1l\V ar, 
wor of Piety and Glory of t~, che~-

. per them than to us, for ~'le Ufe for Mo. 
ne going witb us near double the rate it 
d Ol, in()ther Countries, the giving the fame 
Su muft needs be double ~e charge to us 

5 tctthem. 
Amongft other things which the King, 

with 
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with fo muchWifdolll delivered to tL; Houfe 
of Parliament, he committed to their Con­
fideration the Ballanceing of TI ade and 
Commerce, wherein ,there is nothing of 
greater Confequence, ~ban the rate of Ufu­
ry', which nolds no l,lropc.hion wi th us and 
other N?!ions, to odr~~.i3}f1'i!fage, as by 
Experience we fee and feel. ~. 

Neither ;s the liigh rate of Ufury JeIs 
hurtful to Commerce v; ithin the Land, the 
Gain by Urury being fo eafie, certaio, and 
ex(rearn great, as they are Bot ooly Mer­
chants and Trades-men, bm Land-men, Far­
mers, and Men of Profeflion that grow lazy 
in their P.ofeffions, and hecome Ufurers; 
for the rate ofU[ury i~ the Meafure by which 
all Men T rllde, Purcha[e, Build, Plant, or any 
other ways bargain. 

It hath been tbe Wj((Jom and Care of for­
mer Par/i(J'fIwu to provi,:e for the prefer­
vation of vVood and Timber; for which 
th~~.js nothing morc'available than'th~call­
ing cJ(t~ ?t .the high rate of Ufury; f\r 35 

the r!lte~-ney now goeth, no M3~ can 
let his Till1ber'l,and, nor his 'v\/ood gro,tv to 
inch Y cars growth as is beft for the Comryon 
\lV-calth, bllt it will be very 10isfuJ 10 hi 'n ; 

• J' 1 It I T heStock ot tl~ Woous atter t ley nre wo t 1 
forty or fifty Shillings [he Acre, growil'l 
fafter at tcn in t}le Hundred, than (be ~Voods' 
th~nlfcJves do. ~ Ancl 
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And for Si;ippi,lg,which is the f1:reogth and. 
fafery of this Land; I have heard di'ers 
Merchants of goo.d r..:reqit fay, tbat if tbey 
would Build a~s 'p, ~(J.d Jet it to any other 
to employ, th" 'j n, i: make oftlJeir Money 
that'wajj:~l; g 1J charges, tear and wear, 
above ten orltwelve in the hundred, which 
can be no gainful Trade, Money it felf going 
at ten ill the Hundred. 

But in the Low-Countries, where Money 
!'oeth at fix, tbe Building of Ships, and 
Hiring them to others, is a gainful Trllde ; 
and [0 the Stock of Rich Men, and tht: In­
dultrv of Beginners are well joyned for the 
PubJick. 

And yet that which is above all the reft, 
the 'greateIl: Sin againfl: the Land is, tbat it 
makes the Land it felf of [mall value, nearer 
the Rate of new fmlnd Land!, than of an}' 
other1Col1ntry, where 1--aws, Government, 
and l~eace hllve fo long Flourilbed; J1ifthe 
high1tate of Ufury makes L:ln~f0 cheap; 
and e clleap Sale of Land i!"/ihe caufe Men 
fee I no more by Indufl:ry ~nd Coil: to im­
prj e them. 

J nd this is pla in, both bl, Example and 
IJ., onfl:ration : For we fee in other Coun­
"ies, where the Ufe of Money- is of a low 

Rare, Lands are generally fold for thirty) 
forty, atld [orne for fifty Years Purchafe. 

And 
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And we know, by the Rule of Bargaining. 
that if the Rate of U[e w re not greater 
here than in othet; C('\jntries ; Lanqs were 
t hen as good a pe',ny vorth at tweney 
Y cars Pll rcha[c, as th i5\..~f). l1.." w at fix teen : 
For· Lllnds being the beft ~·ar~~ce; and 
fecurcfr Inheritance) wdl fiill bear a. Rate 
above Money. 

Now if Lands were at thirty Years Pur­
chafe, or n(ar it, there were no fo c.heap 
Purchafe as the amendment of our olVn 
Lands; for ' it would be much cheaper to 
make one Acre of L~nd, now worth five 
Sbillings by the Y<:ar, to be worth ten ShiI­
Jings,or being worth teo to be worth tweney 
S.fJillings, and [0 in Proportion; than to pur­
~hafe another A crt worth five or ten Shillin!J. 

And in every Acre thus Purc;haCed to the 
owner, by tbe amendment of his owo, there 
w re another PUfchafed to. the COfi(mon-
We lJ:h. \ 
aoai~u: BlelTiog of Goo to this :.,(10<1. 

that the,:c ar J,f.:w pbccs of it to wll!.;h he 
hath not given mcans, by reafonable ~o(1: 
and tndufrry, gri!stly to amend it, in nllJn>, 
to dOllbJc til value,ro (IS in time,if, .for ~ ~cir 
own good, j\{cn~ Induftry .... ere corupct'"Td 
thAt way, the Riches aod Commodities ' ~ 
thig and will ne~r be doubled. 

1 hen WOuld all the wet Lalldq in this 
Kin J-om 
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Ri de m [Don be drai d, the barren Land9 
IT' Jed by MarIe, 9feech, Lime, Chalk, 

Fa land, and other m~ans, which, for their 
profit, Mens Indufiry IIVould find out. 

\Ve fee. wi low'great Inc.Julhy and 
Char~oJJrjhj I' Jr~,theDllt(h. dodr U1 

and tnaJOr.ji"ij ~ir Lands againfi: the Sea, 
which flOWCl hIgher above [herll, tlJan it 
dOlh 1bove the Jowel1 parts of our drown\1 
Land,. 

I wIll admit a great I t~ t1 ir In-
Juthy, but I filOUld "ery unwillingly grant, 
th.1t the are fo much mOre inge~ous lind 
indufrnous than we, as that all [he odds 
w( re therein. 

C€l'tainiv, the main caufe of It is, that 
with II Mom:y IS dear and Land cheap; 
WII h thrm Land j dear, and 1I1oriey cheap; 
and confequently {he Improver. cnt of t~elt­
Land- ;It fo great a clurl!e WI 1 th" m, IS 

r.ainfll,r to the Ow 'len, oN lie/]. III llh us IV 1d 
b lo~flll; tor U II ping at ten iro the 
hundl d, if aM n borrolV fivli~uncs, alld 
betto\. it on;1 J A (' ofGroustl, the amend­
Olen £bllds llilt In tcn 5/J;llmgs tl e Year, 
:and (in~ .Imended, tl c Land is llot IV nh. 
abo fiftel'!n Y ! PurclJafe . • 

I1t if the U -e f 1\10 1ey vent at no morc: 
~ tth u ,than in til 1 lJ aces, then fil'e Po ;] 

\;.!'l1owed upon n Acre of Ground, wooL 
frand 
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rtand a ]\fan but in '5!or 6 Shillings a Year, 
and the Acre of Land To amended would be 
worth, as hath be n /hewed, fix and twenty 
or thirty Years Purchafe. ( 

Whereby it appearezlli;f'f!;i as the Rate of 
Ufe now goeth,no Man (bu'~ -: t.~.Larid 
lieth extraordinarily happily. for it) can a­
mend his Land, but to his oWl1lo[s ; where · 
as if Money were let as it is in other COUIl- , 
tries, he might ow more than double fo 
much lJI now he ay, and yet be a great 
gainer thereby; snd conrequently, as was 
before re!l1em bred, fhould to his own bene­
fit Purchafe Land to the Common-wealth. 

Neither would fuch Purcha[e of Land to 
the Common-wealth, be the benefit to the 
Land,ed en only . the benefit would be as 
much to the poor Labourers of the Land; for 
now when'Com and other Frujt, of the Land, 
which grow by Lnbaur, are che3p, the·f/9J1gb 
an~lIttock. are caft into tlle Hedge, there 
is little wQ.fiJor poor Men, and tha~ lit :: 
low Rate; ~'ler as, jf the mendm~)t (.f 
their own Lands were the cheape1l: Pur -J13f.: 
to the Owners, if [here were many ~Jore 

'People thlD tIm :ire, tbey fllPllld l'l,ore 
readily be fet ' at work, at !.lettci I atcst\l.un 
they now are, and none chat had thci r Hear J, 
lnd Limbs ould be Poor, but by their £1-
tr~am [t Lnincfs. 

AnJ 



ADd as th th im· 
bale Lands, nee to 
Djfi ova'ltS, P.. ~ _ Under· 
rakl11~ making it ~,ea.r double.as ebargealDle 
to the Advetiture,~~\,\Ipney bemg at ten ia 
the hu~d '1 ~:tln other CQllntr;(I,whcre 
tile Ufe of Mond'is fo much lower, 

ow Jet us fee the contrary, and con· 
...J;S.i c if Ufury \vere to[erated at fifceen or 

rwcntY1n the hundred (and I fear many Bor­
rowc:rs,all thingsconJidered,pay above ten) 
what the condition of things would then be; 
and if it appear how tkfpmcu the hurt would 
be l'I'hicb that would bring; it may (at leal/; 
upon good rearon) perfwade m how great 
the good would be of calling it dowo. 

Ccrtaitlly. it muLt of neceffity come to paIS, 
that all Trades would in a !horr time decay: 
for few or none (and reckon the hazard at: 
nothing). yield fo great a gain as twenty in 
the huncfed; and all other Nati~s migl;~ 
with fo great gain out-trade and·lioder.fell 
us, that more than the Earr h wouM of her felf 
bring ft;rth, we lhould [caree raife any thing 
from i\ even for ollr own ure within the 
Land; ~nd Land might be [0 much imbared, 
as me ~ might afford without l <1!s to them­
fer , to carry the Compoft out of their Clo(es, 

JOO the', nllXt adjoyning Lands to mend 
them: So far lhould we be from M4riirlg, Li. 

S miT/g, 
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mint ,Dr.1ining, Plant , ,ther WorAs 
of Co'l or Ir.dllflr), hir' Lands :Ire pur-
chafed [0 the Coml ealth. So farfr6m 
Building, making of Havens, Oifcoveries. 
new PlantatIOns, or any other AB:ians of 
'hrtue and Glory to tl!lti[~ a~e; for private 
Gain is the Compafs Men ~L~- :,~r3.nl by. 

An J once we cannot,wirllollt extraordina­
ry diligence, Plant, Build, Drain, or any 
other way amend our Lands, but it wil! ~~­
dearer to us, than the Purchafe of others, 
Money being at ten in the hundred; if Mo­
ney t ren (bould go at twenty in the htlndred, 
the charge of mendIng our Land would be 
doubled, And the Land abafed to feven or 
eight Yaars Purchafe; and confequently all 
Works of Indufl:ry and Charge, for impro~ 
vi ng of L.nds, would be quite neglelted and 
given over: We fllould only eat upon one 
another with Ufury, have our Commodities 
from o,her Nations, let the Land g-ow bar­
r~n and unmanured, and the whortl State in 
/hort time come to Be~gary. 

Againfl: ~his (perhap~) may be obje~e~, 
TI"II brfore the 37 vf H. 8. there UNU 'po 111tl1-
tAtion of V/Uyy, and how did lIle then 1') 

To this may be anfwcred, That L~ thofe 
times there' was Il fl:riB:er Band in th<ll:' Point 
upon :\ofens COII-[cit7tCrJ: So far forth lK,nf,)­

rers were in the [a me cafe as Excarnmunicat., 
Pcrfons 
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PerfQns,they c~:m 
lH-lowed Chriftian b .. n 

Therefore let us, for ore-fathers fake, 
hop~tba~ the tye upon their Con[ciences 
ther., was aArf:J\)'Jr~reftraint ofU[ury, than 
the ~t· ,,,,",0,.7.J'% III tbe hundred IS now. 
I fear Fornica,tv3n is too frequent amongfi: 
us; yet, thalks be to God, not fo much 
1~.aS where there is allowance of Cur­
tiZaI1Hnd SceWi. 

TheObjec1iOlfs likely to be made agalnil 
the calling down (j)f Money; are, 

Fira, ThAt general ObjeEl:ion of Ignorance 
~ainft all Change!, be they never fo ntCeJfaiJ 
and apparently good, th.lt ,t hatb been [0" long 
time, an. been well enoHg"; whAt WIll become 9f 
the alteration lIIe CAnnot teU; wh,:then jlJOHld we 
maf(e Any chan}!,l ? 

Secoudly, Thllt as In Bodies Natural, [oj" 
politick? greAt and iHdam Changes are moft 
~~mmonly d,mgeroUJ. 

Thirdly, 11M( Moneywi/l be fitddenly ca/led 
in aYf,d fa all 'Borrowers greatly Prejudiced. 

' Fo jrthly, Thllt Monty will be harder to ~omt 
by, aJd thereby Commerce greatly' bindwl. 

L Atl y, That 11111613 Money of 1: ortigney J, by 
/"",>Ion of the high Rate ofVfnry, U brought O'1llr 

t here to be manAged at Inw·eft, !fIhich would be 
u rried aW.%yAgai7l, if the rate of Vfur) jbolSlJ 
be rafJed AOllln, 5 ~ Tu 
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To • ('. .1 

T h.u M()1ItY LWJ /,. ~ ,Ie at TUI, Ifl1d thinp 
btu tnoJl.gIJ. . 

It i anhered, lat it i not 10 'g lP'>..\ the 
prall icc 0 ,. j;'7) hlth been 1; 1er.efaJly u.- , 
~ Ithout any [" nr or fcruiJ1 ~- ~~ u Ijlr,ful· 

IlcC! of it i for icos Confci~'J lJ \'-ere har­
d n tl to it with example an'.; cutl:om, by 
d 'grlCS , and not upon.h fuefl n, 

.A nd as the beginn ing of many ang;"vus 
,[..j(i i He tlthfu l Bod i 5, fo tbe begin­

ning of m3'1 ' Inconv ni nee in a State, are 
nor pI e( oll y fcI r. 

Vith us, aft r eh t \Vith long Civil- Wars 
the Land was half uopeo led; fo, as till of 
i.-He Year, it me not to his full /tock of 
People again, til re being the [am quantity 
of L nd co half the number of People; the 
fur plU(2gc o( our In-land Commodities moll: 
needs be [0 gr at, that, tho' Trade were not 
e'luJl/y l3:t1I;1nced with us and other N Itiom, 
we could not but grow Rich. 

flc lid es,Fr'.mcr aDd the UJTV-CClIl1lri'J were 
[or m ny Ye3rs halflald wane with WAn,and 
(0 did tr",Jc but J ietle, r.or manage tbeil own 
L.mdr to til ir bert adv-antage; whereby. they 
did not only .Jot take the Trade :lOd M rket 
ft om us, IN hich now they do, but they th ';gI'l 
II I ves were fed nd c10athcd by 01, took OUI' 

Commodities froOl us t great high Rates. 
Wh Has 
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. Wherea "''1\ we fee the Dutch do every 
where O"'-u a'ob.·m,;"'l}:~lle Fre,ch feed YS 

hith,thm Corn:' even'in Plenliful Years. 
So a~ now our Lnnd being fllll {tock'd with 

PtOp,r,-.C'tl'!i~eighbours indufrrious and ruh­
tile ~ trade, Pi we do not more equally 

\ ~ u 1.,;-1.'" • 
Ba!lar~ T~'t;·v.I!;d bring to pafs that we 
may afford tIl' ~¥rl!its of our Land, a5 che.p 
as other Coundies afford the fame of the fame 
~ ~ we muLl: (tho' we leave a number of 
our I>l¥trf/kities, as God forbid but we fheuld) 
in a !hart time grow Poor and Begg~r]y. 

And in this condition ten in the hundred, 
in a little more time, will as well ferve to do 
it, as if Money were at twenty: for (as vo.:as 
before rem ern bred) in moil: of the Commo­
dities the Earth briogeth fortll, the Stock 
employed in Planting and Managir g of 
them, makes a great partoftheir Price; and 
confequently, they may, witb great g:!in to 
tbemfelves, under. fell us; our Stock with 
us going at donble the rate tbat theirs goes 
with them, 

T his we fee: and feel too well by the Expe 
rience: at this prefent; for having a great 
Surp u[Jge of Corn, we can find no ve,nd for 
it; ~?e FrenciJ with their own, the Dlltch 
wit~l the Corn of Po/and, evePy where fup­
'~ )#'ing the Markets at cheap~r Rites than 

.;.. we can afford it. 
o 5 3 And 
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And even o'ur Cloaths, wK.:!!!"7v~ hith~r­

to beeu the Golde~-~ it".sla'tld, I have 
heard many Merchants ray~~{hat (except): . 
be in fome few of the fineft fort of ti!fm, 
which is a Riches peculiar to t~~t-I!l.tion) 
other Couuerics begin to mak<': thdh of (.hdr 
own Wool, and, by affoF~:J.em c ap~r 
than we may,fo to take our ~r e strom us. 

And this 1 hope may in par .ferve for An­
f wer to the next Objection; that all J?reat 
and fudden ,hallgeJ are Gommoilly aangj'<lPA; 
for that Rule holds true~ where the Body Na­
tural or P0lirick is in perfea ftate of Health, 
but where there is a declining (as I have 
fome caufe to fear there is, or may foon be 
whh \]s) there to make no alteration is a 
~crtain w.ay to Ruin. 

To the-Third. 
Thae I"foney will JuaJenly be caBed in, amI fo aU 

BorroTrim !,rMtiy PrejgJiced. . 
For that there may be a claufe in tlte end 

pf the Statute whenfoever it fhall be made: 
That it {hall be lawfn! for all tbat have lent 
Money a.t ten in the hundred, which is now 
forborn, & owing, to take for fuch Money fo 
Jent and owing, during two Years afte~,this 
Seffiofl of Parliament, fuch nre as they ndght 
have done if ~his ACt hld not been m!~: 
Whereby Borrowers fhall be in lefs dange . K 
[pdqen ~a~lillg ~n of their !\loney, than no ~ 

they 
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they are; .ot i~~I!;N-ko."';h:nders)upt)n Con­
-tinuance of thair-old Security, may take rell 
in ltre" hundred; upon new Security they 
may ~~Ql. tent with lefs; f6 the calling in of 
thei~Money i'i i!l

"
be to thdr OWn Prejudice. 

Au~lf tJ:..f.:it.~ any Borrower to whom 
this giveth nO\ ~r'ilfficient Satisfaction. if fUCil 
Borrower have'tltnas of value to pay his debts, 
the worft conjition he can fear, is to have at 

-tiie'i ~{t twenty Years Purchafe for his Land. 
wherewith to dear his Debts; for, as I faid 
before, Land being the beft Security, and fe­
cureft Inberitance, will £till bear a Rate a­
bove Money. 

And fa there being no U(e allowed for 
Money above tbe Rate tollerated in other 
Countries, Land will as readily fell at twen­
ty Years Purchafe, as it doth now at twd\'e. 
And I t hink there is no Borrower that hath 
Land of value to pay his Debts, doth doubt 
if he will now fell his Land at ten Years 
Purchafe, he might foon be out of Debt.· 

To the Fourth ObjeCtion. 
That M oney will be hard to be borrowed, and [0 

. Commerce hindrcd. 
J anfwer , That it were true, if the high 

Rat~of Ufury did increafeMo llley wichin [his 
~~Ad; but the high Rate of Ulury doth en. 

$fich only the U[urer, and impoverilb the 
Kingdom, as hath been fhewed; apd it is 
the plenty of Money withm the Land that 

5 4 maketR 
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r maketb Money eaGer to be uCJl~\;ved, as we 
fee by tbe Exam.p~},~buntrieJ, where 
Money is earier t6 be boii'owed than jr';3 
with us, and yet the Rate tollerated fOr-Ufe 
is littlp. more than half fa mucM---

It is the high Rate of l~~' dilt undohh fa 
many of the Gentry of th~~:t4.. \yb.ieti ma­
keth the numberof borrowe,(f: fa great; and 
the nurI)ber of Borrowers milA; of necdfity 
make Money the harder to t.Pe bO\;rpw d 
wnereas if Ufe for Money Were at rruwer 
Rate, Land, :IS hath been fhe~Ted, would be 
much quicker to be fold, and at dearer Rates, 
and fo the Nobility .and Gentry would foon 
be out of Debt, and confequently the fewer 
Borrowrrs, and fa to Trades·men aud Mer­
chants Money eafie to be had. 

Further, let us confider if Money were cal· 
led down, what Ufurers would do with their 
Money; they would not I fuppofe long be 
full en, and keep it a dead !tock by then; for 
that' were Dot fa much as the fafeA: way of 
k~piDg it: They I11Ufr then either imploy it 
in Trade, purchafe Land, or lend for Ufe at 
fuch Rate as the Law will tol!erate: If it 
quicken Trade, that is the thing to be de­
fired, for that will enrich the Kingdom, and 
fo make mon-=y Plentiful. \ 

And yet need not lIny Borrower feai-~' 
Money will be [0 imployed in Trade,a,sthal 
there will not be ibfficient of Money to Pur­

chafe 
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chafe bar • "'nere the PurchaJer may hJve 
as much,or n~ !i.""'ROY.:~cnt by the Purchafe 
~Land, as be' can by putting his Money to 
Uk;-For Q great number of Gentlemen and 
othf'.1':;i.q the Country, know not how to im­
plcJ any ihlC~ ,in Trade, but with great un .. 
certainty, al"',! lefs fatisfacrion to themfdvcs, 
than the lett ing of their Money at a lower 
Rate, or Plt chafing Land at twenty Years 
.Pur~afe olJBpwards. 

>!9 doubt for tbe Prefent tbere would be 
great buying and feU-ing of Land, till Men 
had cleared themfeives, and payed their 
e>ebts: But in /bort time Land, as it is lhew­
cd before, would feU at fo dear a rate, as Mo­
ney let at a lower rate of ufe, would bring in 
proportion as great a rate above the Rent 
tbat would be made then by the Purchafe of 
Land, 3S the rate of Money now is above tbe 
Rent of Land, Purchafed at fourteen or fif­
teen Years Purcbafe, and fa by con(equel1ce 
Money would then as eafily he borrowed as 
it is now; and fo much ealier, as it woutd be 
more plentiful, and fewer Borrowers. 

To tbe laft and weakeft Objections. 
Thll t there if now mltch Monc)Qf Foreigners in 

the Land, to be managed at Ie "! in the Htm­
dred, which, if Money Jhot~ be called down, 

$ .". 'fl)ould be carried out oj tl1t Land. 
, There is no doubt it is true: But I defire to 

know, whether any Man think it better for 
the 

" 
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tileS 'ate, that they o~"f1"l'lioutone 
bundred Pounds, or even Y'!I:rs hence two;.. , 
or fourteen Years hence, four; or ODt. 4.,G 
twenty Years hence eigat: For f<' "in ~ffea 
upon the MUltiplying of InterefiLhey do" 

It will f<:em incredible to fuclHls have Ilot 
confidered it, but to any that ,will but caft 
it up, it is plainly manifeft, tbl~ a hundred 
Pounds, managed at ten in the~1uDdred, in 
jeventy Years, mulcip1i(ls it [erf to a ~n.:­
dred thoufand Pounds . So if there Ihodld be 
a hundred thoufand Pounds of Foreigners 
Money now managed here at ten in the hun­
dred (and that doth [eem no great matter) 
that one hundred thoufand Pound in three­
fcore n d ten Years, which is hut the Al!;e 
of a Man, would carry out ten Millions, 
which I believe is more than all the Coin at 
tbis prefent in the Land. 

I know we cannot conceive how any fuch 
fum fhould be managed at Intereft, yet this 
is fuflicimt to !Hake us little to joy in Fo­
reigners Money. 

Betides, we molt not conceive tbat the 
Money ofi'oreigners, which is here managed 
at Ufury, is brought into the Land in ready 
Coin or Bulli0Ie: The Courre is, That Mer­
chants fend over Bills of Exchange to theju 
Fa(i-ors, for which they receive our Money~ 
here; and this is the Money they manage at 
IDtereft, and fo they eat us out who our 
own Money. The 
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The- o· Comparifon, which compares 

Ufury to the butlers Box, deferves to be re~ 
.~embred; whilft Mcnare at play, they fed 
not w5lat they'give to the Box; bnt at the 
end of CiI,;/1mllrs it makes all, or nesr all, 
Gar)efters wofers: And I fear the Comra­
rifon hold thus much-farther, That there is 
as few efcapc that corttinue in U[ury, as that 
continue Gal~efters; a Man may play once 
Qr t~ce, a~~ leave a Winner, but the ufe 
ot~. ~ feldom without Ruin. 

Now becaufo I know Mens private Intc­
refts doth many times blind their Judg­
ments, and left any /bould be tempted for 
their own, againft the publick good; I will 
defire them to remember, that if they have 
Lands as wellas Money, that what they lofe 
in their Money, they !hall get in their Land; 
for Land and Money are ever in .Ballance 
one againR: the otaer; and where Money is 
dear, Land is cheap; and where Money is 
cheap, Land is dear. 

And if there be any vet fo hearty a well­
wilber to tcn in the hundred, as that he ftill 
thinks it fit to be continued, my wilb is, That 
he and his Pofterity may have rhe privilcdge 
to borrow, but not to lend at i hat Rate. 

10 the beginning of this "'reatife I did 
rljJclaim the Proofs of the unlawfulnefs of 
tifury, leaving them to DivlDes; this one 

only 
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onlv riling from the Prcmi es) '"'.hich may 
lerve for all, I think fiE to fef down: 

It is al-'reed by a,lJ the Divines thiLev~t 
were, without exception of any; 'r<!a;and by 
the Ufurers themfe1ves, That bv.ing Ufury 
is unlawful: Now finca it hatb lleen proved, 
that ten in the hundred doth bite the Landed 
Men, doth bite the Poor, dO~bite Trade, 
doth bite the King in his Curt ~s, doth bite 
the Fruits of the Land, and m' of (\u the 
Land it felf; doth bite all works of Pidr, of 
Vertne and Glory to the State; no Man can 
(kny but ten in the hundred is abfolutely 
unlawful, howfoever happily a lcffer Rato 
nll v be orilerw ire, 

To the King, increafe of his Cuftoms, 
To the Kingdom, increa[e of Land, by 

Enriching of this. 
To the Nobility and Gentry, deliverance 

from B,)ndage and D~bt. 
To Merchants, continuance and flowrifh­

in~ in their Trade. 
To young Beginners in Trade and Com­

mene, the fruits of their own Labours. 
To LatlOuren, quick imployment. 
To Urorers, Land for the Money. 

t, 

Po!l:[cript. 
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Po fifc:ript. 
SInce the foregoing Papers were delivered 

to the Prefs, Mr. Henry Da~rs Mer­
chant fent m!) a mo!!: rational and admirable 
Tre,!ii.fe cOl.terning Trade, called, ENG­
LAI':O'S INTEREST AND IMPROVE­
MENT, writ by SIIYrmel Formy, Iifq; one of 
Ihe Gentlemen of hi! Majef/us Privy CI",mber, 
in which he mentions fomnning concerning 
the Intereil: of Money, in the following 
Words, Page 42.. 'lit::.. 

In the laft place, concerni"g the Vfe of Mo­
ney; which being ~h~ Life and Sinews of Trade, 
it hath been the Oplnton of fome, tltat the greattr 
Vft were allowed for Money, the more would 
be the Profit of the PHbtick,.; for tbat Stran,eers 
finding agreater Ben/fit to be mllde of their Mo­
n6Y htre, th .. n other where, wo"ld find it hither, 
wher,by JI,{oney WOltld be milch more p!mliflll 
amongft m. 

Indeed I Plould bt of their opinion, if 114 [con d4 

by thu means gHat {llms of Money Wtre tranfpoH­
ed hither, aO their "Woney fI;ot ftd be conjifctft to 
the Pllbliclc: But if otherwiJe, fore it c:,,;not b6 
aenied,bllt th, gre .. ter the Vfe, tile more Ihe profit 
totheV[lIrer, and lofslo ,beD,btQr,fo as in a 

few 

• 
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few Years WI jlJould find our fe/'IJeJ (0 little enrich • •• 
td thereby,that when Uli: Frin';p41 foc.uld ~It-;" 
7ecalltd, we foouLd find bllt little M01S.1Iift';' All 
Our own bemg wllfled in V/i. Whll'efore inaeed 
the trlle Bmlfit to the PNbl/cA, if, To /it the V/i 
of Money "' low, or r"ther lower thAIf in ONY 

Ne~~/gb(}Nr CountriC! it ;J; for then they 'RION/J 
make no Profit Dut of tM by t~lft TlIt$lnJ, bNt rAther 
we on them • .And it u the clellr P;" fit tha. qt'11:t 

of our own, that will milk, thu Nation Rich, .ind 
not me great films we Ar, indtbttd 10 ,thers. 

Which I have here inferted, for fuch like 
Reafons : 

Flrp, That the World may fee I am not 
fillgular in this Opinion, although I tbought 
I had been fo, when firft I wrote the afore­
faid Ob{trvationJ. 

Srevndly, For Confirmation of the Truth, 
bv the Authority of a Perf on of fuch known 
Abilities. 

Thlr'dly, To give the Author his due Ho­
nour of being the firft Obferver, &c. 

And I am forry I know not the ingenious 
Authoroftbe former Tract, that I migbtdo 
right to his Memory, Who hath done more'for 
hi. Country than would h4ve bun th, Gift of 
fom, Millions oj POUrldJ Sterling into the Publi,k 
Exchequer. 

FIN I S. 
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