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ADDRES TO TilE PUBLIC. 

IT is with considerable diffidence we presume to 

lay our imperfect labours before the world. '~ arc 

('onreious that many defects will be found in our 

Xllrrsti.e. both as regards its style nnd arrange­

ment; but we Ilrc equally scnsible- that a Briti1:lh 

P ublic nre to be our judges. and on their candonr 

and generosity we confidently rely. Surely when 

our coWltrymen reflect, enn for a moment, on the 

di~nd,-antages against which we had to struggle, and 

the uifficulties under which we laboured, they ~;1l 

Dot exercise too much severity of criticism. 

An old poet imputes the faults of some of his 

poetry to his misfortunes, and ~ays tbat good verses 

ne'\"er flow but from a serene and composed ~irit. 

Perhaps the same apology may with propriety be 

off~red for our unpretending labours. Though "-0 
haxc ad,-crtoo to the fact but seldom, nc"crthelc.:-<s, 

throughout nearly the whole of our painful journey. 

we w~re both indispo:;cd in a greater or less degree. 

In ~hort. a Y"cry f~w day" only had elapsed after our 
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landing at Badagry, whep. we began to feel the 
debilitating effects of tho Mrican climate, and to 

experience i1 degree of languor which not even the 
warmest enthusiasm could wholly overcome. It 
is almost unnecessary to add, that our spirits of~en 
sank under the depressing influence of this powerful 

adyersary, whose inroads on our constitutions we had 
no means of resisting, 

'¥e, therefore, humbly submit the following nar­
ratiH;) to tho public, without further apology for any 
deficiency of style or e~:pression which may be dis­

covered in it. It has at least the merit of a faithful 
account, for om journals were iuvariably WTitteu ou 

tho spot at the closo of each day, and in aU our 

observations, to the best of our belief, we adhered 
religionsly to the truth. 

'Vo 111lVO ouly to add, that since returning to 

OllI' nnti"e (~ountlJ'. we ho."6 mado no alterations, 
DOl' introduced a. single sentenco in the orginal ma­

nuscript of our trtlvels; , simply because it was 
intimated to us, that tho public would prefer it in 
that stnte, however faulty in style, rather than n 
more clnbornte narrative, which might gain less in 
elegance thnn it would lose in accuracy and vividness 
of (lescril)tioll. 

Wo think it neceSSl'lry. however, to sny that the 
task of blooding 0\11' journals into one, as well ns 
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constructing the map of our route through the 

country, has been petformed by Lieutenant Be.cher. 

of the Royal Na.vy, to whom we offer our sincere 

thanks) not only for the performance of these labo­

rious services, but also for his fri~ncUy aid and 

.aIuable suggestions in many other points connected 

with the production of these 'Volumes. 

RICH.\RD AND JOHN L\NDElt 

&mcion, Fl'b" 1832, 
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INTROD UCTION, 

OF the numerous acquisitions that geography has 
made since the revival of letters and the extension 
of commerce, there 111'0 but few which have resulted 
from design, howeycr well conceived, or from the 
direct attempts of travellers, however perseveringly 
pursued. The diSCOYelJf of America was indeed Il. 

splendid example of both enlightt-ued conception nnd 
heroic effort, crowned wit.h success; and the unabated 
ardour ,,;th which this country has persisted in seeking 
for the river Niger, nnd in tracing its course, may well 
b(.' adduced as another illustrious lllSkl.Il6e . 

.Among the difficulties inseparable from the lot of 
tnlYcllcrs, those nrising from climu.te may be con­
sidered u.s the most formidable. The immediate pre­
sence of some iUllUincnt danger of a transient nature 
cannot be compared with the secret and incessant 
operations of an unJHmlthy climate; and no climate 
morc- than tha.t of Africa is noted for it-s fl\tal effects 
on Europc:\.ns. The slow progress of disco,'ery in 
Africa ha8 hitherto arisen, principally, from this 
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cause. \Vhilo other countries farther removed from 
ci"ilised Europe hayo wc1collleu tho researches of 
tho scientific tt'a,'oller, aud amI)I), rewarded him 
wit.h their l'icbe,S, Afl'ien boa slHlrnod him from hor ' 
ROil by the <iestl'llct.i,'e tendency of her climate, or the 
treachery of hor l)copic, 

As long as nny fnct is excluded from the know­
ledgo of llWU, ho who is in search of it will supply 
the doficiency by his own conclusions, which will be 
more or less distant from it, according to his fayourite 
opinions, Thoro can be no bottor illustrntiou of t.his 
than in the ill~tnn('o nfi'ordccl by the .T olibn.. Quorrn. 
or Nigcr. The tcnuinntion of this river ",·us entirely 

unknowll unlil tho complotion of the recont. expe­
clltioi\; nnd cOl'tnillly no geognll)h.ical problem, 
oxccptUlg pel'lutl)S that of the cc10hrnted NOl'th_,,7est 
Pl\ssago, hl\ll given rise to so Ulany opposite theories. 
01' hod omploYNI tho conj('('lul'es of so many Imwned 
meu, U Sinco Pluk's first discovery of tho Jolibn, 
(,\\,ory point of lho cornpnss hos heon o.sslUuexl for tho 
ulterior eours'o ond terroiuo.t.ion of tbnt rive\'." says 

nu flblo ,niter in tho Qua}'I/!I'~" Rerie?" justly con~i­
d~l'cd ~a tho onlightened nll,'ool\te and sincere friond 
of gcogl'al)hiOtlI dis.covery, And howen'l' wl'ong, fiS 

tho snmo wrltor agrees, subsequent cliscO\'ol'.y hos 
prayed this H spoculnt~yo gcogl'apby" to hove been. 
it is not to bo l'ogal'clo(l as usoless. Theories lllGY be 
fill' ShOl'l of tl\O trunl; but whlIe they disphl): the 
ingenuity amI reasoning powors of their nutbol':), thoy 
toud to koep 1'Ili,,0 thnt Sl)hit llf inquiry IHut thh'st 
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for knowledge \vhich tenninates in discoycry; pro­
bably. but for this Cllm~e, the present might yet have 
bcen delayed many years. 

Much difference of opinion prevails among well­
inform.ed n nd experienced geographers, as to the early 
notices in history of this questionable river, Herodo­
tus, emphatically styled tho" Father of llistorians," 
states, in his (. Geography of Africa," that some young 
NMamonians, n. people who dwelt in the north of 
Africa, on tho borders of the Mediterranean, tra­
"olled in a westerly direction from a part of Eg:;llt, 
until they camo to a large river full of crocodiles, and 
flowing towards the rising SUD; and that they were 
CQUduCt0d by the natives to a. considerable city, 
~ituntcd on its banks. The difficulty has been to 
identify the track of these travellers, and their 
~l.Ccount of what. they saw, with ..,hat is now known 
of tho riYor lately discovered, and thepnrt of Africa 
in "which it is situated. It is contended by the 
wTit~r before alluded to, whose opinion is entitled to 
much deference, from his especial acquaintance with 
Africau geography, that. these young men, by tra· 
Yelling due west from Bilmn.-the part of Egypt fl"om 
whence the,y aro supposed to have set out-could neyer 
lurre reached the Qllorra, which they are supposed by 
somo to h~we done, and to hayc enlled it the Niger. 
Tho difficulty of even determining one point to be 
due wcst of (mother, at that early l)criod. affords 
grouuds for doubting that sllch 1\ course, in its literal 
sense, could htl'Vo been weant; nnd it would have 
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been next to impossible for them to have a"foided 
going either to the north or south of that direction. 
The subject has been ably treated by Lieutenant 
Colonel Lenke, in a voluminous paper read to the 
Geogra.phical Society at the first meeting of the pre­
sent seasou. Colonel Lenke states that, by travelling 
in a direction not fart-her to the south than west-south­
west, or balf-wo.y between wes~ and south-west from 
Bilma, the travellers migh~ have an1Ye(1 at the riYer ; 
and he considers the city to which they were conducted 
to have been no other than Timbuctoo. 

At this early period-"which was nea.dy fiye hlWdred 
youl's before the Christian era-when the Nile, from 
it.s vast magnitude, chiefly occupied the attention 
of ancient 'writers, it. was nntural for t.heru to con­
clude, as the river discovered by these trnvellers 
was stated to flow from the west, thu,t its waters 
renched the higber brunches of this river. The fact 
of the Nile, in un early port of its course, flowing . 
nlso from tho west, favoured t,he conclusion; and 
hence tJle first error concerning it was promulgated 
by Herodotus, in having considered it to be it dist-n-nt 
source of the Nile. Discoyery has proyed tlmt 
IIol'o(lotus, allowing for the period in which he wrot.e, 

possessed considernblo knowledgo of the geogmphy 
of AiriCu., howover he might bu.\Te fallen into error 
here, u.nd t.bis oil'cumshmce ga.vo udditioual weight to 
his opinions. 

Little notice is taken of the Njger by Strll.bo, but 
Pliny trouts largely 11pon this riYer. After conducting 
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it in an easterly direction fl'OIll its source in lower 
Mauritania, through sandy deserts, sometimes flowing 
o,-e1' them, and at others dhmppeal'ing beneath them, 
he brings it to the Nile of Egypt, and coincides in 
t hc original opinion of Herodotus, that the Niger 
IIll{l the Nile are one and the same river. But the 
most reasonable geographer of his time is Mela, wbo, 
while he nearly coincided in the general opinion as 
to the source of the Nigel', after making it ':flow from 
west to east, tlcknowledges, with becoming cundour, 
that when it reacbes the centre of the continent, no 
one knew what become of it. He justly deprecates 
os fabulous the idea of its flowiug beneath sands, and 
n!tributes such an opinion to the waut of knowledge 
res})ecting it in different par ts of its course. 

Ptolemy, wbo wn.s t,be first to break through the 
imagiuary bond which united the Niger and the Nile, 
unhnppily had no other support to his preteusions of 
any knowledge respecting ' the former. His account 
of the Xiger is so vague, as to make it difficult oven 
to determine the course whicb he supposed it to take. 
lIe adhered to the former opinion resl)ecting its 
general direction, and considered ns one rh'er the 
streams of several. 

Such were the confused accounts of the earlier 
writers on geogr~phy respecting this mysterious 
river. whon the dissolution of the Roman empire 
prod\lccd a total chango in the opinions concerning 
it, and made them still morc incomprehensible. The 
.\n\.bi.:\l18 had now spread themselves oyer northern 

\'OL. J. /; 
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Afrip.n., and by their wandering habits were calcu­
lated to acquire more information concerning it than 
their predecessors. They have accordingly given 
fuller accounts of the geography of the country; 
but in those of the Niger are not more fortunate 
than their predecessors. The opinions of Abulfeda 
and Edrisi, their· most celebrated geographers, were 
totally different from those of the former writers. 
Instead of ullo"ing the Niger an easterly course, 
thoy considered its sourco as identical with that of 
the Nile, and bestowed on each the same name. 
The Nile of EgYl)t they supposed to run northerly 
into the Mediterranean, while for the l\:lger they 
nsswned a westerly course across the whole continent, 
until it reached the Atlantic ocean, or .. Sea of Dark­
ness;" and, to distinguish it from the former, they 
llamed it tho" Nile of the Negroes. " It is difficult 
to imagine how such aD hypothesis as this could 
ha'i"c been rcceived. I).'ho idea of the river flowwg 
to the east might be easily admitted, in comparison 
with it, as a considerable part of its courso is o.ctua!!-y 
in that direction, and as much of it was likely to be 
known t.o tho anciont geographers. As no part of 
it, except that nenr the De1ta., flows to the westwtU'd, 
so~e other river than the Niger must ha.ve been 
meant. 

The state of E uropa at this period was ill calcu­
lated to throw any light on this interestiog question, 
aud, thorefore, it Illy neglected aud coneenleu in 
obsourity. MtU'itime discovery at longth promised to 
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achieve what was not to be expected by other means; 
and tho Portuguese. in pursuit of commerce, under 
the favourable auspices of their enlightened sovereigns 
of the fifteenth century, enlarged the knowledge of 
Afl"icau geography. In tent on carrying on their con­
quests in India, the Portuguese were compelled to 
pass the coast.s of this continent, and' in their progress 
they founded IDany settlements, from which discovery 
was extended into the interior. 

Leo Africanlls, 0. n~thfe of Granada in Spain, was 
well acquainted with Al'nbinn litero.ture, and assigned 
n westerly cours_e to the Niger. He differs from the 
Ambians only in it.s source, which he places to the 
wcst of tho.t of the Nile. He considered the Niger 
to take its rise in a lake situated to the south of 
Bornou. from ,,-hence he belie'i'ed that it flowed to the 
-westward, until it reached the ADa-ntic ocean. The 
Portugucse, in their discoveries on the western coast of 
Africa. found successively the mouths of the Senegal, 
tho Gambia, aud the Rio Gmnde. The situation of 
these rivers favoured 'the supposition of the westerly 
course of the Niger. a.nd they were accordingly 
cousidercd as the channels by which it entered the 
Atlantic ocean. 

The intercourse of the Portuguese with the natiyes 
of the Senegal t\.ud Gambi3., as well ns their com. 
murucatious with 'rimbuctoo, diel not suffice to point 
out to tuem this error. nnd. it has been perpctunted 
in nll their maps. A remarkable circulllstance, how-­
oyer, woy here be obsel"~eg concerning the position 
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of Timbuctoo. This city is placed so near the sen., 
ns to excite suspicion of its being the same as that 
on tho Niger; and a.nother place named Tnmboucanee, 
on the Senegal, is mentioned as answering to their 
Timbuctoo. On the whole, therefore, although it 
cannot be doubted that the Portuguese obtained 
a considerable store of Wonuation respecting t,he 
Niger, they appear to have turned it to little 
account. 

Of all those who hn.ve de\'otcd thei'!· attention to 
Africa, the French geogrnphers, De Lisle and D'An­
ville, have eyinced more care and thought than any 
other. De Lisle adopts tho COlU'se assigned to the 
Niger by the Arabians in his map of t.he world in 
the year 1700) nnd in his mnp of .Soudan, or Nigritia, 
publishecl in 1745, preserres the same; while, io 
ll.nother map of the world, published in 1714, he gil'es 
the SOUl'ces both. of the Niger and Senegal. The 
Jatter he makes to run weshrard. and the former 
eastward; and it is rather extraordinary thnt, so late 
as 1745, he should havo persevered in the old error, 
\Vbcthcl' the second separation of the Niger in t.he 
west fl'om the} Senegal, as tho 6rst had been in the 
cast fl'om t.he Nile, is due to De Lisle or not, D ' An­
"ilIo) in 1749, follows. it up in his map of At1:ica, 
published at that time. In this ma.p. D'An\'ille 
places the sow'ce of the Senegal in the same position 
!\s De Lisle, and the sOW'co of the Nigel' ho plo.ces a 
littlo to the ea.stward of it. They each assume their 
propor course-the formol' to the west, and the latter 
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to the east, as fa.r as 'Vangarn. where it is met 
by another stream, coming in the opposite direction. 
The Niger, or Nile of the Negroes, is stated in the 
same map. according to Edrisi, as taking its rise 
close to the source of the Nile, nod running in a 
nortb·wcs~ direction, till it torminntes ill the Lake of 
Dornoll. D'AmiUe, in the meantime, entered deeply 
iuto the questiou of the rivers in the interior of 
Africa, and, in 1755, communicated the result of his 
h\bours to tile French Acndemy. 

'rhus the source of the Niger, as well as its conrse, 
remaincd in obscurity until English geographers and 
ttllvellru's took the field . An entirely new era in the 
progress of ..lVI'iean geogrn.phy now commenced: and, 
to the houour of Grea.t Britain, a number of wealthy. 
and philanthropic individuals formed themselyes, ill 
the ycar 1788, into 1\ society, for the express purpose 
of promoting discovery in that coup.try, The neces­
SUl'y funds for the assist .. \nce of travellers werc pro· 
yidcd by this body, and intelligent indi,;duals were 
ouly required to carry theil' designs into ~xecution. 

Tho first and principal object which occupied their 
attention WIlS the solution of the grand problem 
respecting the course and termination of the ~iger, 
aod a re"'onl wn::l promised to the person who should 

succeed in determining them. 
The first perSall who was despatched on this mis· 

sion, under the auspices of thc Afl·icllJ? Association. 
was ::Mr . .T obu Ledyard, nn American by birth, and 
OllO 'who wt\s gifted wjth on cxtraordiun,ry desire for 
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ti·a,·elling. Ho had already been round the world 
with Cnptain Cook, and had undergone ha.rdships 
and priY!l.tions in a journey that he performed in 
Russia, which, as the exploits of a single traveller, 
stand unri'fulled. Ledyard met the proposals of the 
association with promptness and decision, aud de­
parted for Africa in June, 1788. Some idea may be 
formed of this extraordinary man, from his communi­
cation to a friend on the morning of his departiire_ 
" I am accustomed," said he, .. to hardships; 1 have 
known both huuger and nakedness to the utmost 
extremity of human suffering. I have known wha.t it 
is to bo.\'o food given me as chnrity to a madman; and 
I bn"o at times been obliged to shelter myself under 
tho miseries of that character, to (l.Yoid a greater cala­
mity, " Sueh were the words of Ledyard, and his 
performances had been no less remarkable. His 
instruotions were, to penetrate into A.friea by the 
way of Egypt, and to traverse the continent in the 
1a.titude of the Niger. In pursuit of this, Ledyard 
reached Cairo in the month of August following, 
whero, becoming impatient and vexed by the delay 
of tho cnrnvan with wwch he was to haye travelled, 
his anxious mind sunk under diSllppointrueut, and on 
illness quickly terminated his cal'eer. Ledyard pos­
sessed, in a.n eminent degree. the dariug spirit so 
requisite for such au uudol'tnkiug; bnt was deficient 
ill patience, a. yirtno which is pcculinrly required in an 
Africau travell~r. 

'j'he next porson ,vho went to Africa, to explore 
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tbe Niger, was Mr. Lucas. The journey of this tra­
veller) which took place in the following year, is 
remarkable for the additions which he contributed to 
African geography, according to information which 
he obtain.ed from the Arabs, although he did not 
penetrate farther to tbe south than Mesurata., a place 
6.,'e days' jow"lley fl'om Tripoli. In bis a.ccount of 
the Fezzan merchants, who crossed the Niger at a 
ferry two miles south of Cassella, by allowing for the 
geographical iunccuracies of the flime, may probably 
be discerned the feny of Cornie, belo'''' Boossa, or 
that of Rabba, mentioned in the follo,\.,.lng journal. 
Tho account, hO""0\'e .. , which Mr. Lucas ga\'e of the 
course of the Niger is not confirmed by discovery; 
but t1Ulot the merchants, after crossing it, pursued their 
jOlU'ney to Ashantee, and met with the goora-nuts, 
renders it extremely probable tbllt these t\'\·'o ferries, 
wbich form the highway across this river, were 
alluded to by his informers. 

The western coast now became the quarter to 
'Which the attention of the African Association was 
di.rected, as likely to afford greater advantages for 
penetrating to the Niger, thn,\ from Tripoli. In 
1791, Major IIoughton. who had become acquainted 
with the character of the Arabs wbile British Consul 
at MM'occo. undertook to explore the Niger. He 
ascended the Gambia, and having reached the upper 
pn..rt of thi.s rhter, took a northerly direction into 
Luriama, on the borders of the great desert. Haying 
a.grc('d with some Moorish merchants to convey him 
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to Tisheet, he set out with them from J arrn.. n.od at 
the expiration of t'i\'O dlqs, he determined on' not 
accompo.nying them farther, from a suspicion of their 
iutentions. The consequence was, that he was plun­
dered and deserted by the Moors, and died fl.t J aml, 
after tl'll.V'elling alone several days. 

The course of the Niger still iny concealed in vngue 
and unsatisfactory statements, no modern traveller 
having yet succeeded in reaching its banks. The. 
honour of first accomplishing this hazardous enter­
prise Wo.-s reserved for one no less unfortlmate than 
his predecessors. In 1795, the celebrated Mr. Mungo 
Park, a nu.tiye of Scotland, offered his services to the 
African Association. A knowledge of medicine. 
besides other useful attainments, added to a natural 
taste fOl' geogrnphical discovery. peculiarly qualified 
him for stich a purpose; aud his offer being accepted, 
he set out for the Niger. Adopting t.he route of 
MnJor Roughton, he penetra.ted up the Gambia, and 
quickly reached Medina. Leaving the Gtunbin at 
this place, he kept a lUore nort,herly direction. n.nd 
crossed tho Falema, n. tributary to the Senegru, near 
Fl1ttecondl1. HI1Ylng crossed the Senegal. and passed 
Kemmoo, he arri"ed at J Ilna, where he found the 
remains of Major Houghton, On leaying Jnrrn, he 
ndopted a course to the southward of east, and after 
ha..viug (lxperienccd great diffioulties and privations 
in consequence of wars. he at length arrived l\t the 
long-sought Niger, nnel beheld it flowing {l'om west 
to cnst. From Sego, he continued his journey along 
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the bank of the Niger to Silla; where, finding him­
self exhausted by ,,-enkness, and destitute of the 
luellDS of proceeding farther, he determined on 
returning to Engla.nd. lIe reached the Gambia 
by a more dn:ect route than that by which 11e had 
travclled to tho Niger, and arriyed in England 
in December, 1797, At Silla, which he stated as 
being two hundred miles from Timbuctoo, be col­
lected much information; and thus was the com­
moncemont of the Niger first traced on the map 
from the actual obserya.tion of a modern traveUer. 
In this journey, Park explored the Niger between 
Bnmlllakoo and Silla. the former being, according 
to his account, about ten days' jow'uey distant from 
its source, 

During the o.bsencc of Mr, Park in 'Vestel1l Africa, 
lUlder tho direction of the Association, Mr. 'Y. G, 
B I'OWtlO, o.t his own expense. passed through Egypt, 
and trn.vellecl to the west into Darfur, where he was 
dOh\ined three yea.rs. Ilis information chiefly concerns 
Eg~"pt, and nothing was gained from him respecting 
the Niger. 

A\ new theory respecting the course and termina­
tion of this rivcr now started into notice. .lVter his 
return, Mr. Park happening to meet with a Mr. 
Mtl.swcU, who was fiS much iuterested about the rh-cr 
Congo, M ~lr, Park was with the Niger, thcse two 
ttlwcUers communicated their sentiments to eaeh 
other respecting them. and came to the conclusion 
thn.t they were one and the snme river. There wa.s 
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much to fnvo\U' this decision. The Nigcr bad bcen 
fOlmd by Pnl'll; flowing from west· to eRst, nod from 
tho accounts of t,to ancients, it was snpposod to flow 
still farthor in hhllt direction, })orhups as far as n 
tbo(lStlnd miles from Silla, tho cxtent of his discovery. 
Beyond this, all was conject.uro respecting it, and 
thoro was nothing nnronsollable it\ t.he sUPPOSWOll 
that it might to.ke n south-east direction from 'Vltn: 
gal'!l., and becomo tho Congo, tho course of which 
river was then equnlly unknown . "Such wo.s Park's 

opinion, nnd upon which he soou after nctod. 
1£110 Courso of tho tivol', afto\' t,he return of Park, 

WilS iovestigated minutcly by Mlljor Rennell, whoso 
namo wilJ ovor bo roverod by geographers. Besides 
laying it down from Pfll'k's discovories, he entered 
foliy into tho various statomcnts conce,rning it by 
tho nrlciont writers; nllcl, after cOllsidernblo l)a.ius, he 
n1'l'ivocl nt the conclusion that, the rhter, haYing passed 
Timbuctoo, flowcd n, thousnud miles in fin ensterly 
dil'Oebiou, find tOl'miUi\ted ill tl lake Ot· SW1\mp, enDed 
'Vaugtwt\, iuto which t,lso anot,hor river fell from t.he 
enst.wnrel. 'l'his opinion, pronoulloed by suoh a mnn 
fiS MlljOl' Ren.uoll, wos roceived with coufidence. nnd 
prevailed gcnel'nlly among geographers, Still it was 
llusn.(.isfMtory. Doubts We1'O justly entcl'tninod on the 
possibility of its disnpponring in snch (\ lllnl1.uer, b'lt 
tho l\COO\lUts of tho nneients ll.ft'cmlecl no otltel' monus 
of dis})osing of it. 

Mr. Roichnl'd, n GOl'U\l\.U, ontortninc(l 1\ different 
opinion from bhnt of Mojor Roul\oll, nHhough ho 
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agreed with him in believing that it flowed to Wan­
gam. From this plnee, M. Reichard supposed that 
it assumed a. soutb·west course, and terminated in the 
Gulf of Guinea. It was observed at the time that 
thero was neither eyidence on which such an opmion 
could be supported, nor any by which it could be 
refuted. As far as "'angara, it was acknowledged 
ou the authority of the ancients, but beyond this no 
ouo knew nnything of it, fmd l'L Reichard's theory 
stood nlone. Discovery has proved him to be right in 

respect of its ultimate disposal, but at the same time 
he T'articipated in the general error regnrding its course 
to Wangnra. 

The next trfl."o1ler sent out by the ·African Asso· 
ciation was a. German, named llornemann. At 
Fezz~n, the farthest extent of his tnlYels, he collected 
much information respccting thc geography of Africa; 
but concerning the course of the Niger he contributed 
little or nethiog. In April,1800, he wrote to England, 
saying that he was on the point of starting for Bornou. 
since which time no ac~ount of him has bcen receivecl. 

Another Gcrninn, na.med Roentgen, was the next 
tru.vellcl' sent out by the Africnn Association. TIis 
instructions were to pcnetrate to Timbuctoo, from 
Uogndorc. It was his intention to have accompanied 
the Ct1.r:\vnu to that place from Marocco, but he is 
supposed to have bcen murdered by his sen'ant, 0. 

person bearing n suspicious character, whom he had 
tnken into his sen-ice against the tldyice of all to 
whom ho was known. 
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The travels of Burckhardt, also sent out by the 
Association, threw no additional light on the course 
of the Niger. 

Anot.her era. in the history of African geogra.phy 
malnow be observed-one which, aHhough marked 
by misfor~une in its very commencement, and fol­
lowed up by the loss of many very valua,bIe lives, 
has ultimately produced the long-sought-fot· and 
desired result. The formation of the African Asso­
ciation had already been followed by an important 
discovery, and the persons composing it had secured 
to themselves the honour of ha.ving given to the world 
the first authentic account of the Niger from personal 
obsef\'ation. By thcir aid Park had successfully 
explored three hundred miles of this river, when the 
a.ttention of the British government, among other pur­
suits of a similar nature, was turned towards it. The 
voyages of Cook had already enlarged the bounds of 
geographical knowledge in nearly eyery part of~e 
world by sea, and an expedition for the discovery of the 
cow'se and termination of the Nigor was now ordered. 

This intelligence ,vas communicated to Park, who, 
in his usual su,nguiue mallller, eagerly set to work in 
preparing for the journey. He had dra.wn up a plan 
of proceeding, for the accomplishment of which he 
required tho assistance of thirty-six EUl'opeans; si." 
of whom were to be seamen, and the rest soldiers. 
His plan w-as adopted, nud a StUll of five thousand 
pounds was placed at his disposnl by go'\'ernmcnt, 
for equipping the e).']ledition. '1'ho intention of 
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Park was to follow his former track to the Niger. 
fiud haviog rcnche~ its banks, there to build two 
,'cssels for his party. and to follow with them the 
('ourse of the ri,'er. If it should fall iuto the Congo, 
after passing Wangara. he entertained no doubt of 
reaching the sea.; but if it should terruinatc,in this' 
lake or morass, as was supposed, he then expected 
that he should have to encounter much difficulty. 
Hithorto the discovery of the Niger had been at­
terul)tcll by single travellers, who had endeavoured 
to reach theil' destination by accompanying the 
can'tYans, but this second joumey of Park assumed 
nn entirely now character. and sanguine hopes were 
justly entertained of his success. 

The second journey of Park termiufLted fatally, 
nnd tho great question of the course of the Niger. 
which had seomed to be on the dawn of disco,'ery, 
was again. obscured. Much information had been 
collccted conccming the fate of Park and his party, 
1m,wions to the e:xpedition of the present travellers, 
by whom it has beon counrmed. After experiencing 
ilifficultics and dnngers of nearly every descril)tion, 
with only seven men remaining of his whole party. 
nnd these in such a state, from the effects of the 
climate. n.s to be scarcely able to proceed. he at 
length reached n mountain ridge ncar Ba-mma.goo, 
from whence ho once more beheld tho Niger. ITerc 
he considered that all his difficulties were at an end. 
and proceeded on to ansnnding, on the bank of 
the river, n fow miles bolow Sego, whero he <lCcom-
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pUshed the bu.i1diug of his vessel. By the time that 
he was ready to dopart, which was on the 17th of 
November, 1805, when he despntched oue of his 
men, named Isnaco, to England with his journals 
and letters, fivo of his party only wero left. Among 
those whom he had lo!;t a few days before was 'Mr. 
Anderson, his brother~in.law, to whom allusion is 
made iu the follo~\'ing journal. 

'fhe strong determination of Park to persevere in 
his design of tracing the course of the rivor to its 
t.el'minatioll\ is t.hus expressed in one of his letters 
from this vln.ce :-" 'l'hough all the Europeans who 
aro with mo shoulcl die, and though I were myself 
hnlf dead, I would still porse,'cre, and if I could not 
succeed in tho object of my jOurHO.r. I would at lenst 
die in tho Niger." now truly werf3 his words yeri~ 
ficd! and yet not by the effect of the climate, which 
ho bad wondorfully esoaped, but by more aocident, 
prodnccd by unfortunate ciroumstances. How often 
is the cup of hope dashed fl'Olll our lips, when we 
consider eursolyes most cortain of its contents! 
I ntelligenco wns afterward!; obtained that Park bad 
renohed Boossa, whol'e, boing attaoked by tho 
natives, as ho previously 1Ml been in many places 
aftor leaving Snnsaudiug. ho was supposed to ha"o 
been d.l'h'cn from his yessel, and to have perished 
in tho river. which intelligence is confirmed by 
tho present account. Hiohnl'd Lnuuer was inforlllod 
nt BoosslI., that his POlty. cousist.ing of many bill.ok 
pcople who haa bcen hired by him, woro mistaken 
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by tho nati\'es of this place for Fal.ttahs, with 
whom they were then at war j and that the nature 
of I,bo river there is such, that there was but one 
part through which his vessel could pass, and 'where 
ho could not arvoid the attacks of the na.tiYes. This 
statement, as well a.s tha.t obtained by Richard 
Lander at Yaoorie, so amply confirm the a.ccount 
contained in an Arab document, t~c translation of 
which appears in Donham's work, that it deserves 
being iuserted here. 

"lienee be it known, that some Christians came 
to tho town of Youri, in tho kingdom of Yaoor, and 
lauded and purchased provisions, as onions and other 
thill~; and they sent a present to the king ofYaoor. 
'l'ho said king desired them to wait Wltil he should 
!!Ieud them a messenger, but they were frightened and 
wont away by the sea (river). They arrived at the 
town called Bossa, or Boossa, and their ship then 
rubbed (struck) upon a rock, aud all of them perished 
in the river . 

.. This fact is within Olu' knowledge, and pcace be 
the cnd." 

(" l \ Tote b!l tile Tronslator.-In addition to the 
nbo\'c , there is 0. kiud of postscript appended to the 
document by 8. different ha.nd, which being both un­
gnlmmo.tical and scarcely legible, I had some difficulty 
in transloting and giving it a proper meaning. The 
words. however. ure I think as follows, though most 
of them havo been illude out by conjecture, ") 

., Aud. they agreed or urnmge<l among themseiycs, 
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~nd swo.rn in tho sen (river), while the mOD who 
were with (pursuing) them appeared on the const 
of tho soo. (bank of tho riyor). nnel fell upon them 
till tho), went down (sank) ill it." 

By the following e~--trnct f.-om n document in the 
lntc Co.ptnin Clo.ppertou's Journnl in Mrien, p. 334. 
it nppclU's thnt I'nrk nuel his purty yisited Timhuctoo. 
Aft,ol' briefly noticing tho progrC'ss of the forty Chris­
tions os fur as Stmsundiug, f .. om which plllN th",y set 
out with only ilYO lUon, it stnt('s thnt thoy nrriyt'<l nt 
Uoseun, nud thnt <I thoy sojonrlU,al thore with the 
princ~, who \Vns ono of the sons of tho sultnn of 
1'imbuctoo. Ilud whose nome wns Bobnl Kydillli. He 
ont.crt~\ino(l them. aod gtl.Ye thom lon\'c to pr(){'(,Nl to 
'l'imhuctoo, 'l'hey coutJuued thoir YO),n{!C' till ther 
o. .... i"od in safeh' : fh'e as tlll'Y Wtlro, :,t -tho city ~f 
Timbuctoo. who;'!,) tbey re~th,'d Il::; long ns God 'wns 
pleosed. ThC'llco they W(\llt on towurds the country 
of S'oghy, till tll(',)" ('I,mc to ouo of its towus..,cnUNl 
Ghm'wlll-gaoo, Thoro tho '!ul\l·il,kll lUClt \\l1d fl)Ught 
thom sO"Ql'C'ly till threo wo.ro kiUell, iUlcl two (ln1y of 
thom os.cnpNl with tho yessol. 

.. Tho~· lll'Oceedl'd townros tho enst till thl'~' nrriYt'll 
nt BoosSt\; lmt tho inhnl1ltnuts JI,Hlght lUlll kill\~ 

thom, nUll thoir ~hip is to tJ\i~ moment tht'l'\.... Thi~ 

is tho sub!l.t\\\\uo nml truth of tllt' 01\$(\, "-'rhu$ tN'. 

miunted th(\ u~t nttol'npt mndt.' by tlH' l~l'itis.h 

gCIY(\rnmont to discovC'l' the ('O\1\'S\' \)1' tht' Nl.g:(ll'. 
't'hc nox! l)(lrs.on who is sn1\po!'l('11 to hln(' yisih'd 

'l'imbu{'too wt\S !HI .. \lucrh'nn se:llU{m. UI)1\1<'11 .. \\ll\m:-. 
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out his nal'mtivc throws DO additional light ou the 
courso of the Niger. 

Amidst the extraordinary political events which 
agitatcd the \I'hole of Europc, fwiher attempts at 
discovery were suspended till the commencement of 
the prescut pence. Accordingly, in the year 1816, 
in confm'mity with the favourite hypothesis of Park, 
an cxpedition ",.as sent to penetro.te into Africa by 
the rh'cr Congo, wi.th the-view of arriving at the 
Niger, under the direction of Capta.in Tuckey, of the 
Royo.l Ntw),. The fate of this expedition was thc 
l'Oullterpnrt of the prcceding. Two hundred and 
t'igbty miles from the coast was the extent of its 
progross; and tho question was as fa.r as c"cr from 
being dechlcd. At the same time, another part.y, 
consisting of Il. hundred men. were placed under the 
direotion of Major Peddie, to leach tho Niger by 
Park 's route from the Gambia, and sent out to meet 
that under Cltptnin Tuckey. This party ascended 
thQ riYol" Ntmez, and were equally unfortunate with 
that which bad gone to the Congo. 

The first intelligence obtained respecting the course 
of the Niger. sinoe its discoyel"Y by Pt\l"k. wM-by the 
laJ(' Captain Clapperton, of the Nav)", when he was 
I\t SOCkl\too, in 1824. lie hnd reached this place 
fr\JIU £orDon, whither he had accompanied Major 
n~uhaIU aud Dr. Oudney from Tripoli. IIere he 
tirst gtl,iu('d the intelligence thl\t the river ran to the 
::oouth. I\nd thtH it flowed into the sen at Funda. 
\qth lbi~ infon:nation. aud t\ ynst deal more relating 

\QL 1. 
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to' othcr parts of Africa through which he had passed, 
Clapperton returned to Englo.nd. His favourable re~ 
coption by Dello, the FaJatnh sultnn, in(luced the 
British government to send him out again, o.ccom~ 

pa.uied by Captain Pearce and Dr. Morrison, of tbe 
Royal Nayy. These officers InDded at Bndagry, aDd 
the only 0110 belonging to their party who returned 
safely to England, wus Richard Lander, tbe attendant 
of Clapperton. Oaptain Pearce and Dr. Morrison 
died a few days after lea,;ng Badngry; and Clap­
pcrton, nccowplmied by Lauder, soon after o'ni\'ed a.t 
Wowow, from which place they ,;sited BOOSStI, the 
})ll\ce of Pork's death. Clnppcrton hnd imbibed a 
strong nversion to descending the Niger. all<imade 
no secret of it. to Lrmder. Uis firm conviction was, 
that whoo\'or attempted to go down this rh'cr, would 
fall by the attacks of the natives, and would nover 
live to reach its termination. Clappcrton crossed 
the riYer nt Comic. below BoosslI. and died soon after 
l'cnching Sockutoo. Lauder, haying perfol'med the 
last duties to the remains of his friend nnd master, 
commenccd his ret\U'u to England with his pal)ers. 
Uiwing troversed 0. considero.blc l>l\rt ,?f the counh'y 
os fo.r os DUUl'orn, he wouM in all probability have 
fonnel h is way down the Niger, had he not been 
intcl'l'Upted 1))" the lln.tivcs, and compelled to t·UI'll 
bllek. 1'bis cil'cnmstnncc o.lono obliged him to 
roturll by his formor route to Bndagl'y, nt which phlce 
he nnl'l'owly escnlled with his life. In this expedition, 
the position of Boosstl., Oll the banks of tho Niger, 
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was ohtained, and an approximate position of Ynool'ie, 
b('sidcs the course of the river between these places 

DlIring Clappel'ton's absence on his second journey 
:i\f njor Laing penetrated from 1'ripoli to Timbuctoo. 
TIc had alrcady escaped from an attack by a bnnd of 
I'Puaricks, (a roving people who inhabit the desert,) and 
lll\d departed from Tiwbuetoo on his way to Sego, 
when he WIJ,S inhumanly murdered b~r a Moorish 
lIlorchant, named Bnmbooshi, whom he had ongaged 
I\ S 1\ guido. Mn.jor Laing's papers have not renched 
Rug-land; bnt it may still be hoped that his observa· 
tions at Timbuctoo will not be finally lost. 

A Freuchmnn ntlmC'd Caillie has visitacl Timbuctoo 
siuco :Major Laing; but his visit has produced no 
addition to our knowledge of the Niger. 

Tho natives near Boossa seem to have but a \'ague 
notion of the course of the river helow that place. At 
1'nbra . in ~ouf6e. Clapperton was told that "the 
Quorra ran into the sea behind Benin, at Funda; 
that the Nyffo people and thosc of Benin were the 
~amc people; that B\luin paid tribute to Ny-ffc ." 
There is sorul'thing l'cmarkable in this; but Clap­
llC'rtoll attributes it to the desire of the natives to 
iml're~s a I)trunger Witll an exalted opinion of tlleir 
l'ountry. The Sultan Bello himself belieyed that the 
rivor. ~ftC'r 'pussing lloo~sa OJld 'Vowow. entered the 
"'';-:l nt Fundu. 'rhe extent of this knowledge of 
the river, nnd how little their information wa~ cal. 
l'u1o.teu to t\ssbt tIll.' geographer, mAy bo seen by the 
fnllowin.g amusiug e:\trad from the explunntion to 

c2 
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Dollo's mnp, given in the Appendix, p, 333, of Clap­
pcrton's book :-" Xow the great ri\'er Cowara eames, 
i'I,lld here. is its rcpl'csentation, This great ri,'cr is 
the lo.rgest in all tho territories of Ho.ussa; we know 
not of its SOUl'ce, 1101' of nny one who has seen it. It 
rushes nnd p1'eoipitnlcs itself t.hl'ough the country 
from left to right, nnd contains many islands, inha­
bited by fishermen, herdslllou, husbandmen, and 
sottlers, As to tbo ynriety of its nuimals, birds, and 
fish, Lt is only known to the Lord Crentor; it has 
rocks and mountains, which brenk and shatter to 
piecos all vessels thi'lt nrc drivon againSt them; and 
its grent roaring unu noise, with the agitation of its' 
wnves, flstonish tho heat'cr, aIld terrifY the beholder; 
tlnd at tho sume time exhibit. tbe wOlHlerfn11)ower of 
tho Omnipotent CrcMol'." Slich Wi'lB tho idea of 
130110'5 mnUtuu, ot' leil.med priest. And ngilin, nt 
p. 340, in "n tt'fiditionnl acoount. of differont nations 
of Afl'ion, ,. it is stntod thllt H tho riYer Kowa)'a runs 
through mO\luhlins, aud a great J\lilU)' woods tl1\d 
forosts, llUd has mounh\ins on the north nod cnst. 
This grcnt l'ivol' issues from the Mountn.in of the 

Moun; find whnt wo know of it is, that it comes fn)Ul 
St.lOkol\ to Kiga, to 1\:uoi, to Y 1\001'i, to Booi5S/.l. to 
Wnwtl, nml to Noofee,"-" bllt in that plnco there i& 
anothor 1'iv"l') which springs fl'Om Zirtnl\ to Ghoobel" 
to Zelfrn, to KOl'g, or£:.ort'I\, fillci thou ()ntcl'S Noofee; 
its 1)tllllO it! Kaduull)" Ol' tho KoodtlOnia. the extent to 
which tho Nigor seems to hoso beou known by tho 
natives, nltbough thc-y hnll heard of Fuuda. 
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Various i\CCouuts of the riY(~r bad now been grn­

dually collected from (lifl'erent sow-ces, which afforded 
grounds for fresh theories respecting its termination. 
rt' hat of Reiol{ard wns the favolU'ite, although Wang-ara 

was dispensed 'with; and tlU\t the riYer fell}nto the 
Gulf of Guinea wo:) pretty generally agreed. These 
ditrerent opinions appeared in se"eral publications, in 
which , as might bo expected, much error was mixed 
up wi.th the general eOlTeetness. That the riYer 
Uuwed into the sea at Ftmda Wt\S the grand point 
obtained, ::md where FunJn might be was of no 
importance. The only exception to these was the 
th\''\ory of Ml\jor Denlw,Ol, st]pported hy Sultan Bello's 
infol'mation, who continued its easterly COurse belo\y 
Boo5Sa, and ended it in Lake Tshad. This he 
doubtless considered tho more probable, as be says 
that ho found a 1'i,lo.r S1101'Y l'l.lming into that lake. 
Major Laing ended it in the rh'er Volta, Dear Accra; 
Clappcrton brought it to the sea near the mouth of 
tho Lugos, about half-way between Bt\dagry and the 
moutb of tho riYer Benin; while Reichard conclnded 
rightly that the riyor Benin was the outlet of the 
Niger. Otbers believed that the mouths of the 
uumerous rh'cl's between the Formosa and tho old 
Calebm' woro the outlets of this river; among whom 
were el\ptain ,Yo F. 'Yo Owen, Captain A. T. E . 
Vidal. Ilnd Captain B. M. Kelly, besides sc,Tcral 
other nuyal officcrs who bac1 been stationed on the 
const. The t\Ccounts of LivcrpoQl valm-oil traders 
fayourcd tho sa-IDe conclusion; nevertheless, no oue 
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ha~ yet explored the river below Boos-sa,-all was 
uncertainty, and founded only on report and supposi­
tion. A solitary attempt to reach it from the old 
Oalebar river was made in 1805, by a. Mr. Nicholls, 
who died shortly after lea"ing Duke Town; and this 
il:' rcmftl'kahle, from ha,'mg been the only one made 

.;. from that quarter. 

The unDe3:ed map Sel'\'eS to show· the extent of our 
knowledge of the river at this period. Park had laid 
down its course between Barumakoo and Silla in his 
first journey, and had found that its source was ill 
the same ruount.ninous range that gave rise to the 
::;eucgul. 'rho. pm·t below Sinh. as far as Timbuctoo, 
was the result of intelligence obtained by him in his 
second journey. Beyond Timbuctoo, the only place 
Jmowil to be situated on it.s banks wus Doossa, the 
position of which had been determined by C1apperton, 
but the (lctuul course of the river between those places 
l'olUained entirely unknown. 1'he pnl't included 
within the dotted square is the result of the Landers' 
expedition; and. therefore. that part betweon l'aoo:ri; 
the extent of their jOUl'flcy, nnd Timbuctoo, is all 
that remains to be explored of the Nigel', There is 
no doubt of its continuity between those places, from 
the reports of Park, as the vessel be built at San. 
sanding was lost at Boossa, a.nd th.ey l1(wO b~n 
connected 1:)' the broken line merely to show the pro­
bable COUl'SB of the river, Considering the relative 
position of t.he Scnegllland Nigel', it is no llit\tter of 
surprise. that they should have been confounded ,,"ith 
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co.ch oth~r iu the early stages of history, aIt.hough 
thoy run in ollposite directions j for, evon at the pre­
sent time, the ignorance of every onc who had been 
applied to concerning the riYer was the subject of 
remark by the last travellers. 

Such was tbe uncertain condition in which the 
COlll"Se of the Niger remained, when the happy idett 
ocourred of sonding the Messrs. :Lander to follow its 
cour£e below Boossa. By this step, the British 
goyernmcnt completed what it had begun, und 
accomplished, in a few months, the work of ages. 
Richn.rd Lander, well acquainted with the nature of 
such an undortaking, 'iTolunteered his services to per­
form it. lIis iostrllctioQii, of which the following is 
a copy. wore given to bim i and baying been supplied 
with the articles, (a list of which will bo fOWld in the 
Appcudi.'\':,) accompanied by his -'!Jl'other J ohu, he set 
out on this interesting o)..-pedition. 

U Downing Sired, 31s1 December, 1829. 

"I am directed by Secretary Sir George 
Murray to acqua.int you, that he hM deemed it expe­
dient to accept the ofror which you have made, to 
proceed to Africa., accompanied by your brother,* 
for the purpose of ascertaining the course of the Great 
River which was crossed by the late Captain Clap­
perton, on his journey to Soecatoo i and a. passage 
hO\'ing beeu accol'dingly engaged for you and your 

.. Though the Gowrnmcnt refu~cd to aUtn\' him a salary, or 
make him ('\'Cn the rromi8(' of rownro, wy brotber t:agerly vollln~ 
teered to a>:cowpany UlC.--R. L. 
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bi:-othcr on board of the Alertl merchant-vessel, which 
is proceeding to Cape-Coast Castle, on the western 
coast of Africa, 1 am t.o uesite that you will embark 
directly on board of that \"essel. 

"Ill the event of your falling in 'with any of his 
Majesty's ships of war all the (loast of Africa, pre· 
viously to your 81'riYfLI at Cape-Coast Castle, you will 

prevail on the moster to use every endcayour to speak 

with such ship of war, and to deliver to the officer 
commanding her tho letter of which you are the 
bearm', and which is too require. him to convey your. 

self Ilnd your brother to Badagry, to pl'esent you to 
the king, nnd to give you such assistance as may be 
required to enable you to set out on your journey. 

';You should incllr as little deln)" as possible at 
Dachlgry, in order that, by reaching the hilly country. 
you may be DlO1'O secure from those feyers which are 

known to be prevalent on t.he low lands of the sca­
const. You orc to proceed by the snme road as on 
a pn:wious occasion, il.S far ilS Katunga, unless you 
shall bo nb10 to find, on tlle northern !>ide of the 
mountains, a rond which will lend you to Fundn" on 
the Quorrfl or Niger. in which case you nrc to pro­
ceed direct to Funda. If. hOWeYCI" it should be 
necessary to go as fay t\S Knhmgn. yon are to uso 
yO\I1' endenyours to prevail ell the chief of that 
country to assist you on your way to the Qnorrn, and 
with lho means of trnciug down. either by ltilld 01' 

wator. tho COnl'SO of that river as fur as Funda. 
(' 01\ ),o'lr arrh-al I'\t this place, you i\.I'C'" to bc Yory 
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pfll't.iC\uo..r in your obscl'Yations, so as to enable you to 

gi\'c a. correct sto..terocnt-
"1st. vVhether any. and whnot rivers fall into the 

Quorra at 01' nea.l" that place, or ,,-hether the whole or 

tilly part of the Quom). turns to the eastward . 
.. 2nd. , ,'Thether there is at Funda, or in the neigh­

hourhood, any lake or collection of waters, or large 
!lw(l.mp j in ,,,,hich case you aTe to go ronnd such In.ke or 

Mwomp, and bo very IJflrticulal' in oxmnining whether 
ouy rh-er flows into or out of it, and in. what direction 
it tlLkes its Course. . 

"3rd. If you should find that, at Funda, the Quorra 

continues to flow to the southward, you ere to follow 
it to the sea, whore, in this cnse, it may be presumed 
to empty its wators j but if it should be found to 
turn off to the eastwllIl'd, in which ca.se it will most 

pl'obtlbly fall into the Lake Tshad, you arc to follow 
its courso in that direction, ns far as you conceive you 
con Yonture to do, wi.th due regard to your personal 
safety, even to Dornou, ill whioh case it will be for 

you to detormine whether it mfly not be ad,·iso.ble to 

l'ot\lfll homo by tho way of Fezzau and Tripoli: if, 
hQw(}\Tcr. aftcr proceeding in all easterly course for 

somo disbluce, the "':01' should be found to turn off' 
towarda the south, you nre to follow it, as before, 
JOWl) to the SM. In short, after huYing once gained 

the banks of tho Quorm., either from Katungo.., or 
low~r down, you fire to follow its comso, if IJO iblc, 
to its tormiut\tioll, whOrO\"CI' thal may be. 

"Shaulll you be of opinion that the S~utan of 
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• "Youri Mn safoly be communicatecl with, you nre at 
liborty to sond your brother with a pl'~Sellt to that. 
chiof, to ask, in tho king'~ tlume, for certain books 01' 
pnpcrs which he is supposed to have, thnt belonged 
to the luto Mr. Park i but you ,nro not necessarily 
yourself to Wllit fol' your brother's return, but to 
pI'oooed in t.ho execution of tho maiu object of your 
lllission, to nscol'tnin tho COUl'se find termination of 
tho NigOl' . 

•• You nre to tuko eyory opportunity of SOlldillg 
dowu by tho c~nst It brief abstract of your proceedings 
and obsor\'ntio1l8, fmuisting the ben reI' with a note, 
dotting forth tho 1'own\'d 110 is to bnyo for his trouble, 
/Hld requesting nll,\' Bnglish porsoll, to whom it is 
pro~cntcd) to pay that. l'owilnl, 011 the fnith thnt it 
will he repnid him by tho Bl'itish Go\'cl'll1ucnt, 

.. For tho perfol'mance of this !l.cl'\'ico, you aro fnr~ 
nished with flU tho ndidcs whioh yon havo requil'cd 
for ,)'OUl' ]'OI'SOlllll conveniencQ, during .r0ur joul'Uey, 
tog(\thcl' with 11 Stlll\ of two Inmdl'cd doUal'$ in coin; 
l\Ud in cnso, upon your nl'l'i"nl at Dilcl:(gry. you should 
find it nbsolntc1y ncccssury to pro\'ide yourself with 
r\ t\H'thor $l\Pl,ly of <1011nI'9, Y'1u will be nt liberty to 
e1mw 1I1)on this dOl)alilUcnt for nuy sum not cxceeding 
t,hl'eo hlllld.l'0d doHtll's, 

., Dudng tho onsuing ,)'01l1', tho smu of OUI) hUIl~ 

~lrcd pouuds will ho l'nid to YOul' wifo, in \l\Uwtol'l.r 
llflymonts, f\l\d upon your rotul'U II gl'ntnity of 01\0 
hundred I)O\\lIds will bo llniel to Y0\\r8(:.}f, 

.. All tho pnllol'S llnd ObS01'\'ntions which ,)'on shall 
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hriog bnuk with you, are to be delivered by y.0u at 
this office, llnd you will be entitled to receive any 
pecuniary consideration which IDay be obtained from 
tho publication of the account of your jom-ney. 

"I aUl, sir, &c., &c., 
(Signed) "R,. W. HAY. 

II T o Jl[r. ilichard L(mder." 

[Coll~- of the h:ttl'r anuded to ill tl,o fOH!·,;oing iustructions.] 

U Admirallg Office, "l3d Decemb{r, 1829. 
.. if, 

.. I am commanded by my Lords Commis­
t.ioDert> of the Admiralty, to transmit to you n. copy 

of u lotter from _Mr. lIny. relu.tive to RO expedition 
into AJric{\, uudertaken by :Mr. Richnrd Lander and 
hi::l hrothcl'; nnd I am to ::lignify their Lordships' 
dir~ctions to you, to take meas\U"e~ for cOllYeJing 

:\J (,~Sl~. Ll\o(\e1' from Cape-Coast Castle to Badagry, 
to be there presented, as desired in Mr. lIay's lctter, 
to the authorities of the place. as versons in whose 
wclfure the British Government tnkes much interest. 
IlUU l\h,;o to pt"oYidc these travellers with any assist­
ance of which thoy may stand in need, for the prosc~ 
.. :utlOIl of their tlUdcrtaking . 

.. I nm, sir, &0., &c., 

" Tt) Commtw/tlre COLUK}\, C. n .. or the 
Commandi, •. /} Offit'et" (If (my of hit ~\(a_ 
j.·tty't Shil'_' U'hlch ... l{enr3. L.ISDEM. may 
}<J1l III with Oil the COO$t of Afrku." 

jj J. BA.llROW, 

'rhl' tI'twollcra huyo succeeded; their discoyory is 
Il.lroUll~ known to the world, nut! the follo'ring p~ges 
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. ~ contain the paTticuJars of their journey. There are 
two features which distinguish this expedition from 
all those tha.t have preceded it, namely, the magnitude 
and importance of the discoyery. nnd the small menns 
by which it has been accomplished. Science here was 
out of the question, and all depended on thnt homely 
quality of the mind, .. determination of purpose," a 
leading fealme in the character of oW" countrymen, 
without which science itself is of little ayuil. 

The eider brother, Richard Lander, is already 
known to the world as the faithful attendant- of the 
late Oaptain Clapperton. The manner in which he 
had acquitted himself of his trust, amidst the diffi­
culties he had to contend with, after that officer 's 
death, bespoke him as worthy of being sent on such 
a mission, when scientific obscrvations were not 
expected; nnd the result hns llrovcd the justness of 
thc opinion that had bcen formed of him. Descended 
from Cornish parents, aod gifted with no extrnordi­
nary talent, it was not his fortune to boast either 
the honours of high birth, or even to possess lhe 
a,dvo.ntnges of a. common-l)luee oducation. His 
leading quality has been a shure of perseyeronce, 
riyalling that of any former traveller. This perse­
"emnce, undel' the protection of Divine Pro,;dence, 
has ena.bled him to surmouut every difficulty, to 
unlock the portals of western Africa, and he has now 
the proud gratification of knowing. that bo has well 
earMd tha.t. rowarcr from his king, which has placed 
him ill honouro.blc competency. 
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Tho yo~mger brother, John Lander, influenced by 
0. \audl\bJe desire of assisting his brothel' and of visit· 
ing Africa, accompr..niecl him on the jouruey without 
pecuniary expectancy j and it is due to him to state, 
tha.t the narrative is largely indebted to his obserm· 
tion. No.tul'Ullyof 0. "arm imagination, his descrip· 
lion" are not without thcir faults; but while this is 
acknowledged, it must be admitted that he has eo­
l'icbed the J oumal wi.th much interesting and valu­
uble information. In poi~t of education and literary 
attainments, J oim Lander has the adYl.1utage of his 
hrother, rmd has aJrendy produced several essays, in 
prose and verse, besides hosing written the acconnts 
of his brother's former journey. Haying .shared the 
dangel'S of his last eXlledition, he has been promised 
tlU employment uuder Government, suitable to his 
abilities; anti the friends of knowledge and science 
will rejoice :in seeing these traveilers, the only two 
tl;}ft of those whQ have gone out on this dangerous 
mis:;ion, become objeots of their country's care. 

The first nnnunl premi.um of fifty gui.neas, which 
bns been placed at the disposal of the President and 
CO\lUcH of the Royal Geographical Society, by his 
Most Gracious Majesty, was awarded to Richard 
Lander, as haying been charged with the expedition. 
On the 14th of Noyember, it was presented to him. 
by the T'resident. Lord Goderich, ncco!llpanied by a 
fow obsen'ations most. gratifying to his feelings j and 
it is t\ rcmarkttble fact, that the incorporation of the 
l\.frieall A~sot'ittLion with the Geographical Society 
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'1'1\$ nl1nO\lnco<1 hy his Lordship immodintoly nftor • 
. wnl'dfl.-tlH\!. Assoointion whoso n1'!\t oud ehiof solici· 

tmlo hnd boon tho gl'(\ncl discovory for which the 
l'oWllwl IH\cl boon just .... bo.~towod.· . 

'1'ho \IUfOl'tullnto disnstor thnt. bofol tho trnvoUcrs 
nt Kil'l'Cl' Hcn1'l), deprived tllO world of tho fl'uit~ (If 
thoil' obs(I1'Ylltions i bnt. fOl't,\11H\.toly. nlthough thoso 
of l'nl·h in cli.Ool'ent l)\H'ts of tho joul'ne)' wero 10~t in 
tho 1'1\'01" tho thrond of tho nnl'mtivo hns beon pre­
flOl"'Nl Olltil'o by ",hflt, I'Ollll\inod. '(,ho nl'st pOI't1on 
of tho .10\11'\\01 is fl'om tho 01SOl"'otiolls of John Ltln· 
clo.r--Ih080 of mohl'm}, botweon tboh' dop,utmo fl'om 
Hnglrmd find Rtlbbll, I1nving boon lost.. '1'ho remllin­
<lC'1' of it. to tho (101\(\lu8;0I1, is fl'om tlll' jOUl'lln1 of 
Hiohtll'd Llllld(')" (\5~ifltcd by tht\t of his bl'othol'. 1'1\1'1 
I)f Ih('\ jomnol of tho hlttel'. ho.tw(,(IH Hl\bllO I\nd Kil'­
n'o. bl'ing fll~l' lost. And tho1't' i~ Iittlo doubt thot 
ilw Pfll'ts whitlh hon.' thus lllwishcd \\'0\\1<1 hoy(' ful<\('d 
mnt(winUy to tho "Ilhw of tho. '~'holo., In IH'opol'ing 
tho joml\nls for puhlicotiOlI. for tho snk(' of olcI'\Mll's,s. 
I'S \\It,n I\S in pm'il,UIHH10 of l'ustom. Hil.'hlwd Lllnt\t'I)', 

tho oIdo\' b1'OI1I(,I" boing ohl\l'gcd with I-h(\ oXIH'Ilition, 
lIns bl'l~n oonsid(ll'('\l 1\111 tho pl'inoipnl. l\l1d thl~ joul'nnl 
or JI)lm l~lll\{h)J'. whih~ tho)' W01'O SOlltH'lIh.' from CIH1h 
othol'. is l)1'o.S01'\'('(\ in \lis OWII nomC', Thi!> plnu 
luwing \)001) dt't01'mincd 0\\. I\fto)' I\hout IH\..If of the fiJ-st 
"l)hnno hntl 1)(10.\\ }Wintl'd. 1\ fow altN'Iltions bC'(,Ilmc 
1\('('05$01',)'. I\\u\ the-so 1uwo hl'l~n lUndt' without depllrt. 
ing fl'om Ihl~ Sl'n~o il\tondl~l to bt' (,!Oln't')'t'll. 

lu 001\01\\S101l. fI "'0\'(1 0\' two mfly bl.' snid l'CSPl'(·t-
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mg the map which hns been constructed from the 
journals. The accomplished surveyor ,,;U look in 
,'nin along the list of the articles, with which the 
trrwollers were supplied, for the instl'llruents of his 
catlin£,: aud the man of science, to form his opinion 
nf it. need only be told tha.t a. common compass was 
nil they possessed to benefit geography, beyond the 
obs01'vation of their senses. EYen this trifling though 
important assistance was lost at Kirl'ee, below which 
plnce the sun became their only guide. Too much 
faith must not thcrefore he reposed in the various 
s~l'pcntiue courses of the river au the map, as it is 
neither warranted by the resources, nor the a.bility 
of tlw tl'lwollcrs. The map, in its most favourable 
lloint (If vie'w. can be considered only as flo sketch of 
thC' ri\'cr authenticated by llcrsonal obsenation. 
"hich will serre to assist future tnl.Yeliers, froOl 
who~e superior o.ttainmcnts something nearer ap­
pl'onching to gcogrllphical precision lUay be c:\-pected. 
En,)1l undcr the~c circumstances, the prcsent travel­
ll'~ will always dcriyc Illllplo wtisfaction in reftect­
ill~ that the:-- hu\'~ son-cd as lJioncel':! of African dis· 

A. B. B. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Dt'['4rlurc from Engll\nd_Ani\'1\l at Capo COlI.8t-Ana.mll,ho(l_ 
AC4:I\\-Badagry. 

\YE embarked from Portsmouth on the 9th January. 
1830. in tJlO brig Alert, Tyson master, for Cape-
0008t Cnstle, wher~ we n.rriycd on the 22d of the fol­
lowing month, having had a quick, but boisterous nn<i 
unpleasllllt passage of forty-two days. \Vo should be 
fmdly wnnting in gratitude and every proper feeling. 
if we were to omit ncknowledging, in this place. the 
truly handsome and gentlemanly trea.tment we ex­
llcriollccd from Mr. George Maclean, President of 
tho COlUlCil at Cnpc-Coast, who had been our fellow 
passenger in tho Alert, as well as the merchants 
resident there, who welcomed us on our arrival. In 
fuct they all ,-ied with each other in making them­
sches agreea.ble, nnd in showing us the most marked 
attontion : o.nd they entortained us with a. generous 
h08pih\lity, which WOW{t have done honour to the 
bou"ited olden time. Here we werc fortunate enough 
to cngnC'l'c old Pascoe and his wife, with Jowdie, who 
bad bl'CU cIDl,ioyed on the last mission. together with 
Ibrnhiru 3nd Minn.. two Bornou men, who were weB 
acquainted with English manners. and could Com"erso 'II tho Uaussn. Inngungc. Theso indiyiduals promised 

YOLo t. B 
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~ be very useful in the expedit.ion, more especially 
old Pascoe, whose merit-s as an interpreter are un­
questionable. 

After remaining at Cape-Coast Castle eight days, 
we accompanied :Mr, Maclean on a visit to Mr. 
Hutchinson, Commandant of Anamaboo, which is 
about nine miles distant from the former place. This 
gentleman received us in 0.. manner that does equal 
honour to his henrt and feelings. Would that we 
could repay him in any way for his generous abandon­
ment and forgetfulness of all his privat-e concerns 
solely to please and amuse his guests; would that 
we could command language forcible and glowing 
enough to express the gratitude we feel for the dis­
interested kindness he showed us at Anamaboo! Mr. 
Hutchinson li,Tes in his cast1e like an English baron 
in the feudal times, untinctured, however, by barbar­
ism or ignorance, for t.be polished re6nement-s of life 
have insinuated themsehTes into his dwelling, though 
it is entirely surrounded by s(wages, and though the 
charmillg sound of a Indy's voice is seldom or nc,'er 
heard in his lonely hall. His silken banners, his 
turreted cnstle, his devoted vassals, 'his hospit.ality, 
and eveu his very solitariness, all conspire to recall 
to tho mi~d, the manners aud way of life of an old 
English baron in oue of the most interesting periods 
of om' history, whilst the highly chivalrous nnd ro­
mantic sl)irit of the gentleman alluded to is st.ri(',t.ly 
in unison with the impl·cssiou. :Mr. Hutchinson has 
residecl very many years ou the coast, and is one of 
the few individuals that have visited tho capit.al of 
Ashnntee, wherein he resided eight months, and 
obtainecl a better acquaintance with the manners, 
customs, and pursuit-s of that warlike, enterprising, 
and ol'iginnl notion than nny other European what-
0"01'. In the Aslumtec wn·r he took a very nctivo 
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part. and rendered important and valuable services to 
the cause he so warmly espoused. 

We abodo n.t the fort till the 4th March, when we 
bado adieu to our kind host. and our much-respected 
rriend Mr. George Maclean. and embraced the oppor­
Luuity of sailing in the Alert for Acora, where we 
t'xpected to find a vessel to take us to Ba.d.igry, in 
the Bight of Benin, agreeably to our instructions. 

For the last time we beg leave to express our gra­
titude to the worthy president and the council at 
(,ape-Coast, for their noble and feeling t reatment of 
us strangers, and to assure them that we shall cherish 
the remembrance of it as long a.s we live. It is con­
duct such as this, so .flattering to one's self-love, 
tha.t makes the deepest and most lasting impression 
on tho heart. and that clings to it when the memory 
of othor, and pOl'hll}Js morc important things. has 
loug passed away. 

In two days we aITh~ed OP1)osite th-e British fort at 
Accra, and Ia.nded 0 11 the 7th. Here we abo<le with _ 
Mr. Fry, the cOllUlllllldant, a whole week, which 
afforded us ample leisul'e to stroll about the neigh­
hom'hood, and admire the surpassing beauty of the 
Coulltl'~-. Accra is, without exception, the pleasantest 
aud most healthy British sobtlGlllent on the wcstcrn 
coost of Africa, I ts trade has perhaps suffered by 
the- Into unforl\U\a.te Ashnntee war, in common with 
Ct\pe-Coast Castle nnd other places, but it is begin­
lIing to ranye agnin. IIis Majesty's brig Clinker 
!\rri\'~d the dny before us. and two days after she 
wa~ joined by the Medina sloop of WM', and the Blnck 
Joke. 

On tho I jth we embarked ou board the Clinker. 
Lhmtoonut Untson cODlDlnnder. and ha';llg sailed 
direct for Bn~l1:gry. we (It"Opped anchor in the road­
"tend il\ front of that town on the 19th. lrly b\"Otbe\' 

B 3 
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.illuded, and was introduced to the chief by Mr. Brown, 
master of the brig, on the following day. and every 
thing having been arro.uged to our satisfaction, the 
luggage was safely Iunded on the 21st. 

From Lieutennnt Matson, an officer to 1rhom we 
are under infinite obliga-tions for the many courtesies 
and acts of kindness he showed us, we recci,ed a 
young man of colour named Antonio, son to the 
chief of Bonny, who eagerly embroced the opportunity 
of proceeding with us into the interior. being im­
pressed with t.he notion that he should be enabled t() 
reach his home and country by means of the Great 
Riycl', or Niger. 

llfarch 22d.-Oheered by sis: hearty huzzas, good­
naturcdly given us by the crew of the Clinker, at the 
desire of her gallant commander, we sailed towards 
the beach in one of the brig's boats in the earlier part 
of the afternoon, and having been taken into a canoe 
that was waiting at the edgc of the breakors to re­
ceive us, we were plied over a tremendous surf, nnd 
flung with violence 011 the burning Stlnds. 

Wet a od uncomfort.able as this accident had ren­
dered us, we had no change of linen at hand, and we 
walked tQ a small creek about the distanco of a quarter 
of a. mile from the sea-shore, where we were taken 
into a native canoe, and conveyed safely through an 
extremely narrow channel, o\'erhwlg with luxurinnt 
vegetation, into tho Badngry riYor, which is a. branch 
of the Lagos. It is n beautiful body of wnter, re­
sembling a lake in miniature: its surfuce is smooth 
and tra:nsparent as glass, and its picturesque banks are 
shaded by trees of a lively verdure. Vl'e were soon 
landed on the opposite side, when our rood Iny over 
0. magnificent plam, ou which deer, nntelopes, and 
buffaloes, are often obsen'ed to feed. Numbers of 
men, WOlUen, and children, followed us to t.he tOWll of 
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Bad.:igry, and they made the most terrific noises at 
ou.r heels, but whether these were SymptoOlS of satis­
faction or displeasure, admiration or ridicule, we 
could not a.t first undol"st·and. '·Ve were soon, how­
ever, sa.tisfied that the latter feeling was predominant j 

and indeed our clothing wn.s exceedingly grotesque, 
consisting of a straw hat larger than an umbrella. a 
acarlet MohllJUruedan tobe or tunic and belt, with 
boots and full Turkish trousers. So unusual a dress 
might well e.use ,he people to laugh jleartily; they 
woro all evidently highly amused, but the more 
modest of the females, unwilling to give us any lID­

easiness, turned aside to conceal the titter from which 
they were utterly una.ble to refmin. 

On our way we observed various groups of people 
seated under the spreading branches of superb trees, 
vending provisions a.od country cloth; and on our 
I\pproilCh many of these arose and bowed, whilst 
ot.hel'3 fell on their knees beforo us in token of 
respect. 'Va l'eached the dwelling which had been 
preparcd for us about three o'cloek in the afternoon, 
but as the day was too far advanced to visit the 
chief or king, wo sent a. messenger to inform him of 
our intention of paying him our respects to-morrow 
morning. 

i1fal'ch 23d.-At nine o'clock this morning. agree­
ably to yesterday's promise we visited the chief at 
his resideuce, which is somewhat more than ha.lf a 
mile from our own. On our entrance he was sitting 
Oll iL couple of boxes. in 0. small bamboo apn.rtmell~ 
from whoso sides were suspended t\ great quantity of 
muskots o,nd swords, with a. few paltry umbrella.s, and 
a COU1)10 of horse's tails., w'hich are used for the pur· 
POISe of brushing a wa y ilics or other inseot.s. King 
Adooley looked up in our faces without making any 
observation, and did not rise from his seat to eougro· 
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. tU\o.tc US on om tlrl'ivnl. TIo apl)eared in deep 1'e· 
fleotion, and thoughtfully rested his elbow on an old 
wooden table, }Ji1lowing his hend on his haud. One 
of tho Illost ,'onol'able and anoient of his subjects was 
~qllatted at the feet of his master, smoking from l\ 

l)ipo of oxtraordinary length j whilst Lantern, his 
eldest Mn find hoiNtpparent, was kneeling nt his 
lolide, etiquette not allowing the youth to sit in pro· 
sonee of his fnther. Everything hOl'o an I\ir ef gloom 
lmd sadness totally (lift'erent from wht'Lt wo had been 
led to expect. We shook hands, but the pressure of 
tho chiof was so very faint that it was scnrooly per· 
ooptiQle; yot, notwibhstnnding this "'pparcnt ooldnoss, 
wo seated oursol\'os one on each side, wi.thout eero· 
mOlly or embnrrnsslUont. The conversation was com· 
Inollced on out' port by inquiring aftor the chief's health, 
whioh wns ans,,'ol'od only by n. langwel smilo, and ho 
/\gllin I'elapsed into his former tllOughtfnlncss. We 
tholl diS])}ayed to tho grenteRt ndyantngo tho presents 
wo hnd bl'ought for him from E)lghmd; thoy wero 
aoceple(l, il iR truo, but without tho sligh test demon ... 
slmtion of ploasuro or sntisfaction; they woro scnreoly 
lookod nt, Ilnd ,,'oro onrriod away by bis nttondant.s 
with ren l 01' seaming indiftoronoe. This was "('1'), 

mortifying. but wo snid not n. word, though it was tho 
ensiost thing imaginable to poreeh'c that uU wns not 
right. A rosOl' \'O, t.ho on\l80 wheroof we couler not 
dofine, tmel i\ ooldnoss towards us for which wo cO\lld 
in 110 WiHO neeonut, mnl'ked tho conduct of tho oueo 
spir ited nnd good.naf,mod ohi.of of BndnglT' and pro· 
plll'oel us to anl,ioi}lnto "n1'i01l8 difficulties in tho prose­
oution of Oul' })lnn8. whioh wo nro persUl\dccl will 
roqui1'o n,,\01\ nrt fm(l influonoo to smUlonnt·. Adooloy 
loft. \IS nbrllllt1y in tho midst of tho oon"orsn.t\ol\, nut! 
(lid not roturn for somo Hmo. 

Wenl'ied at 1011gth with his long (lell\Y, wo d~. 
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~putch('d n. mCBSongCll" to acqunint him thnt we worc 
ill'coming impntiont, aml would fcol obliged by hi~ 

• immNli tl,to rotuMl, in ordor to p ut 1\0 ond to ow· con­
t"tWOIH'O, or palr)v('r nd iL is clUphn,tiol\l1y styl~d, IlS 

"pl'edil), us possiblo. On receiving this UH'stmgc th~ 
t·hil\f hnslened bn(.lk, Gml entered Lho Ilpnrtmont with 
1\ IIlOllUll1holy counlennncc, which wus pnrlinlly COIl­
tJ~u lcd bohind largo volumes of smoke fl'Om n tobacco­
pipl' which ho WllS using. fIo sCl\tcd himslM botwcon 
liM ll~ before, ond glwo us to undoretl\ll11, in a very low 
lone of voice, thnt ho wns but just l"ocoYering from n 
sovero iIlu(,I:IS, nnd from the effects of 1\ voriot} of 
millfol'tuuc8, which hnll rondcrcll him Illmost brokQn­
Jwurtt:'tI, Ilis g(\llol'l\h~, Bombnnco nIHl POtlor (men­
tiOLll'!l in Clap}ll'rton'tl JourIllll), nlulllll his most abll~ 
wUI'I'iurll, htlJ ('idalr IH;'(\Il Rloin in battio, 01· fllUon hy 
utlwr riolllnt m(lttua, 'rho forrnol' in pllt'ticullll", WhORl' 
lll!'lli ho moro }lIlrtioulilrly IUUlontcd, hall been ('I\p­
tllt'l~d b) tho Lllgo~ pl'opll~, who WOI'O his mOiit il\\,(>­

tl'fl\h,\ l\IlNnicii. \VIll'u this unfortuunto lllnll Wn,R 
tolwlI priMuor, hiA right hand WtlN irulll('dilllely nnikd 
to hiM hend, I\l\d tho othor lopped ott' liko a twig, In 
lhie llltHU10r ho Wft~ p '\l'odcd through tho town, and 
l~~lO~l·d to tho vil'''' of the peopl!), whose eurioflity 
hl~lIlg l4utiated, llombnnt'c's ht:'ad Wfti'l i\t longth ~C'vored 
from hi~ Ilhouhll.'n., and bt:'ing <tried in the filll\ nnd 
1ll'1l.l to IIMt, wns IIQnt in triumph 10 the C'hk'f of 
HIl(lti:J.P;"I') '1'0 ndd to hili cllhmliti(lt\, Adooley'H hOl1~l', 
whiob eontniued un immon~o quuntity of gunllOw(\llr, 
hlld blown up by at'eilh'nt, tl.UlI dctStro}cd nU his pro­
JWI·t), COLlHil\tiug of (\ yuri(>ty of pl'l·.~N\I~, mo!;t of them 
WI') mluo.hl(', thtlt hl\ll bCl'1l mlldl~ him by Co.pttun 
elupP,'rtou. ond b) Europt.nn ffit'l"l,hantK nnd trntl(,fH 
in .IJ!tl\"l'" TIl!' t:'hil,f I\I\U hi~ WOllll'll cSCtlPl'll with 
tlilnclIll, I'rom thQ ~onflngro.tion; hut tl\i it Wl\;t thl' 
l.'u:;h)1U 'to kel~l) lho Ulul'lkuts and olhur t1l'C~QrUlS con· 
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st.antly loaded, their COD tents wcre discharged int.o the 
Doilies and legs of those indi,..jduals that had :Hocked 
to the BpOt on the first alarm. The :Hilmes spread .. 
with astonishing rapidity, notwithstanding every ex­
ertion, and ended ill the destruct.ion of a great part of 
the town. This accounted in some measure for the sad 
and grievous e).:pression so strongly depicted on the 
chief's countenance, but still another and more 
powerful reason had doubtless influenced him OD this 
occasion. 

On returning to our residence a. number of " princi­
pal men," as they style themselves, were introduced, 
to compliment us on coming to their country, although 
their true and only motive for visiting our quarters 
was the expectation of obtaining rum, which is the 
groat object of a.ttraction to all of them. We ha.ve 
been annoyed during the better part of this day by a 
tribe of ragged beggars, whose importunity is really 
disgusting; and the number of old fat-hended and 
pot-bcllied men, and skinny, flap-eared women of the 
lnst century, has been immense. To these garrulous 
ladies and gentlemen hn:ve we been obliged to laugh 
and talk, and shake hands nnd craok fingers, and bend 
our bodies and bow our hends, and placo our hands 
with solem nity on our heads and breast-s; make pre­
BOllts, and cringe, fawn, and flatter up to the present 
moment, which is past bed-time. V\'e ha,yc not-in­
deed had a moment's relaxation from t.1iis GxcessivG 
fo.tiguo; and the consideration that we have been 
waited on by the chief's eldest son has been forgotten 
in the mortifying inconveniences to which we haye 
been subjected. 

Ha.d Job, amongst his other trials, been exposed to 
tho hOl'TOJ'S of an intennina.ble African palil.ve)'. his 
patience most hO,\'o forsaken him. For my own part, 
I am of opinion that I sbo.11 never be a genoml 
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fosouritc with this eyer.grinning and loquacious people. 
If I laugh-and laugh I most certainly must-it is 
doue against my inclination, and consequently with 
a vary bad grace. For the first fiye years of my life, 
I h£lNe beon told that I was never eyen seen to smile j 
Ilnd since that period, Heaven knows, my merriment 
has been confined to particular and e.'\."traordillnry 
occasions only. H ow, then, is it possible that I can 
ho grinning Bud playing the fool from morning to 
night. posit.ively without any just incentive to do so, 
and sweltering at tbe same time \Wdol' a sun tbat 
causes my body to burn with intense hcat, giving 
it tho appearanco of shrivelled parchment ? Fortu· 
lIately. these savages-for savages they most certainly 
arc in tho fullest extent of the word-cannot distin­
guish between renl and fictitious joy; and although 
I Wl\S \'excd at heart, und wished them oJl at tho 
bottom of the Red Sea, or somewhere else, I have 
overy reason to believo that my forced attempts to 
}lleaso the natives h[wc so far been successful, and 
that 1 have obtained tho reputation., which I certainly 
do not dcserye, of being one of the pleasnntest illld 
best-tempored persons in the ,yorld. 

Que of the Fetish·mon has just sent us a. present 
of 0. duck, fully as large l\ S an English goose j but 
as the fellow expects ten times its "ruue in return, it 
is 00 proof, I think, of tho bone"olellce of his dispo­
sitiou. Last night wo were obliged to station armed 
Ulell around our house, for the purpose of protecting 
our goods from the rapacity of a. multitude of thioves 
that infest th.is plnce. and who display the grea.test 
~unning imoginuble to ingratiate themsclycs into our 
fa"our. 'Va (\TOSO unrefreshed tbis moming. at day­
break- the noise of children crying, the firing of 
guns, and the discordant sound of drums and horns, 
pNrcntiug u.s from oujoyiog tho sweetuess of repose, 
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§O infinitely desirable after a long day spent in n 
l"outine of tiresome ceremony and etiquette. 

11'larch 24th.-One of the chief's messengers, who 
is a HaU8sa Mnllam, * or priest, presented himself at 
the door of our house this morning. followed by 8. 

large and handsome spotted sheep from his native 
COtUltry, whose neck was adorned with little bells, 
which made 0. pretty jingling noise. "Te were much 
prepossessed in this man's favour, by the colmness 
and serenity of his countenance, and the modesty, or 
rather timidity. of his manners. He was dressed in 
the H<iusss. costume, viz., cap, tobe, trousers, and 
sandals. He wore four large silver rings on his 
thumb, and his left wrist was ornamented with a 
solid Biher bro.-celet. This is the only individual that 
has yet yisited us purely ,,;th disinterested motives. 
ns aU the others make it a practice to beg whenever 
they favonI' us wi.th their company; but the Mallam. 
it is to be understood. is a Mussulmnn, and it is the 
fast of the Rhamadan, so that he is forbidden by his 
creed either to eat or drink from the rising to the 
setting of the sun. 

A Fan.tab residing in the town has agreed to 
supply us with cow's milk every morning, as long as 
we may bave occasion to remain j he is likewise a 
Mohammedan, and, imitating the eXMlple of the 
hlnllaw, he scrupulously adheres to the rigorous 
precepts of his religion. 

The chief's eldest son has been with us the greatest 
port of to~day. The Inauners of this young mnn a.re 
reserved, but respectful j he is a great admirer of 
the EnO'lish, and has obtained a smattering of their 
la.n(J>un~e. Although his appenrance is extremely 
bo)~sh,oho hus n.h.·cady three wives, and is the father 
of t.wo children. His front teeth arc filed toO a. point, 

• Malitl.D1 signific.s "lco.rnod."- Clappcrlon. 
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after the manner of the Lagos people; but notwith­
standing this disadvantage, his features bear less 
mo.rks of ferocity 'than we have observed in the coun­
tenance of anyone of his countrymen, while his 
general deportment is infinitely more pleasing and 
humble than theirs. ,"Yhen asked whether, if it were 
in his power to de so, he would injure us two, or any 
European that might hereafter visit Badagry, he mnde 
no reply, but silently appron.ched our seat, and faJling 
on his knees at our feet, he pressed me 'with eager­
ness to his soft naked bosom, and affectionately kissed 
my haud. I thought that language and expression 
would not have been haJ.f so eloquent as this. 

"Te have heard to-day that peace has been esta­
blished between Porto Nm~o and .Badagry. The 
messenger that brought this agreeable news has 
present,ed Adoolcy with three slaves, from his master, 
the chief of tho fOrInoo.' state, as a token that it is to 
be lasting. This distracted country is ever at war 
with her neighbours, and consequently is always in 
il state of agit.ation a:nd poverty. Provisions are, from 
the sallie cause, extremely scarce u,nd dcal'. 

Since our conference with ~the chief on Tuesday we 
hlllve learned, with surprise 'and sorrow, tha.t a pa.rty 
of the populace have e)..-pressed themselves decidedly 
hostile to our projects, and that its leaders nre COD­

tinually with Adooley, using all their influence, a.nd 
exercising nll their cunning, in order to awaken his 
slumbering jealousy. They endeavour to persuade him 
to demand, ere he grants us leave to pass through his 
country, a sum of money which they are all aware it 
is not in our power to pay, and therefore they imagine 
we shull be compelled to abandon the undertaking. 
The first. intimation we received of the effect of the~ 
insmut1tions on tho mind of the chief was brought 
\\5 this morning, by one who pronounces himself 
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'to be on H our side." This man assured us, with an 
ominous visage, that Adooley had declared, in the 
hearing of all the people, tha.t the coat we had given 
him was intended for Q, boy, lLod not a ma.n ; it \,·a8 
therefore unworthy his acceptance as a. king, and 
be considered that we meant to insult hiin. The 
coot alluded to by Adooley is, indeed, extremely old­
fashioned, and belonged to a surgeon in the na.ry about 
twenty yen,rs ago. notwithstanding which it is no\y 
almost as good a.s new, and was made very showy by 
the addition of a pair of tarnished gold epaulets. ' Nor 
can anything be cle..'\rer than that nn enemy of ours 
has been striying to render the chief discontented and 
mistrustful, since nothing wn·s so gladly received as 
this 'Tcry coat two days ago. To counteract the 
efforts of the malicious, we have been unusually busy 
to-da.y in sounding the disposition of those ~rho, we 
are inclined to believe, from the fondness they erince 
for our flllll, nre favourable to our intentions and 
devoted to our interests. 

Two mulattoes reside in the town, one of whom. 
by name Hooper, a.cis as interpreter to Adooley, and 
shares Do good deal of his confidence. He was born at 
Calle-Ooast Castle, in 1780, and was for many years 
a soldier in the .A.fricBll corps. His father was an 
Englishman) and he boasts of being a British subject. 
He is excessively vain of his origin; yet he is the 
most oon'firmed drunkard alive, always getting intori­
cated before breakfast. and remaining in a soaking 
state, aU day long. This does not, howm'er, make 
hUn regardless of his personal interests, to which. on 
the contrary. he· is over oliye. and indeed sacrifices 
6\'ery other feeling. The other mulatto can read 
aud write English tolerably well, haying received his 
oducation at Sierra Leone; he is a slo.ye to Adooley. 
and is almost as bad as Hooper as to.. drinking. 
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These political advisers of the chief we have had 
littJe difficulty in bribing over to our interests: we 
IH~ve likewise been tampering 'with several native 
chiefa. apparently with equal success. Unfortunately. 
very one styles himself l\- great and powerful man, and 

old Hooper himself culls 8 host of ragged scoundrels 
<I noblemen and gentlemen." Each of these he 
au, lses an~ conjures us to conciliate with presents, 
and especioJJy spirituous liquors, in order to do away 
any o,cil impressions they lll1\y secretly ha¥6 recei,Ted, 
fmd obtain their suffrages, though it should be at the 
expense of h alf the goods in ow' possession. There 
is hardly any knowing who is mona.rch here, or even 
what form of go"ernment preyu.Hs. Besides the king 
of kings himself. the redoubtable Adooley, four 
fellows aSS1lllle the title of royalty; namciy, the 
kings of Spanish Town, of Portuguese Town, of 
English To,Yll. find of Frenoh Town-Badagry being 
Jj"idcd into four districts, bearing the names of 
the Ewoopeanuat.ions just mentioned. This evening 
we received an invitation from ilie former of these 
chieftains, who by all accounts was originally the 
solo go,'ornor of the country, until his authority was 
wrested from him by a morc powerful hand. He 
now lives in retirement, and subsists by purchasing 
sluyes, n;nd re.s~liug them to Spanish and Portuguese 
trudcrso In him we fouud a meek and yenerable old 
man, of respectable u.ppcnrance. He was sUlTounded 
by 0. number of men and boys, his household slayos, 

\ ,,:ho wm'e all arwed witl, pistols, daggers, muskets, 
cutlasses, swords, &0 .. the manufacture of various 
E uropeall countries. In the first place he assured 
us, tlUlt nothing could gi,'o him more pleasure than 
to welcome us to Badagl'y: nnd he ,"ery much 
wondered that "we had not visited him before. If we 
bt\d'" u. present to give him, he said he would thank 
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'us, but if we had not, still he would thank us. A 
table wns then brought out into the court before the 
house, whereon decanters and glasses, with a. burning 
liquor obtained from the Portuguese, were placed. 
In one corner of the yard was a little hut, not more 
than two feet in height, wherein had been placed 
0. fetish figlU-e, to preserve the chief from any 
danger or mise.hief, which our presence might other­
wise have entailed upon him. A portion of the 
spir~t was poured into oue of the glasses, n.ud from it 
emptied into each of the others, and then drunk by 
t.he attcndo.nt that had fetched it from the house. 
This is an old custom, introduced, no doubt, to pl'cYent 
masters from being poisoned by the treacher), of their 
slaves. As soon as the decanters had been emptied 
of their contents, other ardent spirits were produced j 

but as my brother imagined that fetish-water llad 
been mingled with it, we simply took about a tea­
spoonful into onr mouths, llnd privately ejected it on 
the ground. The old chief promised to return Ollr 
visit t()..mOl'row j and lifting up his hands and eyes to 
heaven, like a child iu tho n.ttit\1de of prayer, he 
invoked the Almighty to preserve nnel bless us (for 
this was tho interpretation of his e~:pressions). ,Ve 
then so.lntcd him in the \1s\lo.l nUlUner, and returned, 
welll)iensod, to our own habit.ntion. 

If olle mo)' be flllowed to fOI1ll an opinion of the 
population of Badngl'Y, from the vast number of 
sellers ho mect.s with, or rnther if the number of 
buyers benrs filly proportion to them, the town m\lst 
be wonderfully populous, for though tho oIel chief's 
residenoe is abo\'o a milo and a half from ours, people 
were found v(meting fI, variety of artioles at 0"01',)" step 
of the wny. 

'Vo ill'O most anxious to proceed on our jouruey, 
but the chief Adooley evades OUr solicitations to depart, 
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under the most frivolous and absurd pretences. He 
n~erts that his IJrincipal reason for cletaining us here, 
&A'niust our inclination, is bhe apprehension he enter­
tains for our safety, the road not being considered in a 
good state. U uder this impression he bas despatched 
1\ Illes-songer to Jenna, to ascertain if the affairs of 
that couutry warrant his sending us thither. The 
old. king of Jenna, who it will be recollected beho.yed 
..0 kindly to Captain Clapperton'slast mission, is dead; 
and although a successor bas been appointed to fill 
his place, he is not yet anived from Ka.tunga. This 
being the Cllse, no one will be at J6nna to receive us, 
Uenntime the rainy season is fast approaching, as is suf­
hciently announced by repeated showers Bnd occasional 
tornadoes: l\l\(l what makes us still more desirous to 
l~av~ this abominable place, is the fact (as we ho.\"o 
be('n told) thnt a sacrifico of no less than three 
humlrcd human beings, of both sexes and all ages. 
i~ ~hol'tly to toke pll1co. 'We often hear the cries of 
lllt\Uy of those poor wTetchcs; and the hcart sickens 
with horror at the bare contomplation of such a scene 
;)S awai.ts us, should we remain here much longer. 
'Ye therefore Cll," only wish that, if such is to be the 
Ct\SC, we may not be compelled to ~'itncss this bloody 
;~bomi.no.tion. 

J.1fal'ch 25th.-'We were awoke this rooming by the 
wlubling of t\ va.riety of srunll birds, which, perched 
(11\ tho branches of the bcautiful trees surrounding 
nul' house. serenado us so channingl), tbat we can 
nc\'er close our eyes after daybreak; in f:\ct, it would 
he t\ shame in us to do so whilst we caD listen to 
luelody so truly enchanting. Shortly after the sun 
rist's. our house is fnll of yisitol's; and from that time 
till ('Yoning we resign ourselYes Ycry complacently to 
1\ spl.."Ci~s of punishment which is, I f~\ncy, li!ss tolerable 
than plll'gato\'y. After cracking fingers t\ hundred 
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times, and grinning ns often, we were informed this 
forenoon, that the chief's messenger had returned 
from Jenna. ; but, for some rcn-son at present'unknown 
to us, the mnn was almost immediat.ely sent back; 
and we are told that we ca·nnot quit Badagry until he 
again makes his appearance. It is the custom in this 
place, that when it maD cannot pay his respects in 
person to another, he sends a. servant with a sword or 
cane, in the same 'manner as a gentlemo.u delivers his 
card in England. We have received a. great mlllbcr 
of compliments to.day in this fashion; and it is almost 
superfluous to say that a cane or sword is at all times 
a morc welcome and agreeable visitor than its owner 
would have been. 

'Va had not finished breakfast t¥s morning before 
Hooper introduced himself for his accustomed glass of 
spirits, to prevent him, according to his own account, 
from getting sick. He took the opportunity of 
informing us, that it would be absolutely necessary 
to "isitthe ((noblemen" that haa declru:ed themsehes 
" on our side.)) As we strovo to court popularity and 
conciliate these yagabonds . by every menns in our 
power, we appro'Tcd of Hooper's counsel, and went in 
the first place to the house of the late General Poser, 
which is at present under the . superintendence of his 
head ronn. Him we foun(l squatting indolentlyon a 
mat, oud several old people were holding f\ conversa­
tion with him. As the death of P oser is not generoUy 
known to the peoplc, it being couceo.led from them 
for fear of exciting a cOlUrnotion in the town, for he 
'was univorsally loved and respected, we were not. 
permitted oyen to mention his nrunc, nnd the steward 
Set us the ext10lple by prudently confining his con­
versation to tue necessity of making him a llrcscnt 

!)roportiouable to his e:\:pectations and the dignity of 
lis situation. Musket.s and other warlike instl'll-
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ments ""'ere suspended from the sides of the apart­
ment, nnd its ceiling was decorated with fotishes Rnd 
Arab text.s'in profusion. Gin and water were pro· 
\luced. nnd partaken of with avidity by all present, 
mol'C especially by tho two mulattoes that had 
attended ua, which being done, the head·mnn wished 
the • Grent Spirit' to prosper us in 1111 our under· 
llikings, nnd told us not to forget his present by any 
means. \Ve shortly tlfterwnl'ds paid our respects, and 
quiUcd the n.partrueut with feelings of considerable 
satisfaction; for its coufined air was so impure, that 
fI longor stay, to say tlle least of it, would have been 
highly unpleasant. As it was, we had consumed so 
much time in Poser's house, that we found it neces.­
sary to alter our intention ofYisiting the other chiefs; 
nod the-reforo resolved to pay our respeots to Adoolcy, 
w hom we h3.(1 not l:IeCIl for two days. Accordingly 
we repaired imruediately to his residence, and were 
welcomed to it with much better graee than. on any 
pro\rjous oconsiou. 

The chief wus eating all undrei:lt onion. and soated 
on un old table, dangling his legs \U1derneath it with 
I) Yll('Uut thonghtlessness of manner, which our abmpt 
intrut:!oion somewhat dissipated. He informed us of 
his intention of sending us au our journey ou the day 
after tQ.morrow. whon he expected that the people of 
J euna would be in a t:!ouitablc condition to receive us. 
Ilo was full of good.ut\tnrc, and promised to make roy 
brother a present of a horse, which he had brought 
with him froUl occat60 on the former expedition: 
he ulhlcd that he would sell another to me : and that 
he mO:'lt ptut\cularly wi~hod to e.xruui.ne the goods we 
intended taking- with us into the 'bush,' as the 
unclcnl'ed ('OlUltry is called.. in order that he might 
!'Il\th,t~· himself we had nothing objeetioDllble amongst 
thcm. lla'~ing c~pr('s.sed our thanks to Adooley 

lOt. I. C 
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for his well-timed present, and agreed to tue condi­
tions he proposed, we all partook of a little spirit and 
wa.ter, which soou made U8 the best friends in the 
uuiverse. During this pnla\Ter, the chief's sister and 
two of his wives were ogling at us, and giggling, 
until the approach of the chief of English Town and 
tbe rest of our party put a sudden stop to their enter­
taiIUllent, on which they present.ly left the n.partnlent. 
These men came to settle a domestic quarrel, which 
was soon decided by the chief, who, after receiling 
the usual salutntion of d.ropping ou the knees, with 
the face to the earth, chatted and laughed immo­
derately. This was considered by us as a happy 
omen. Very little ceremony is obsen-cd by the meanest 
of the people toward their sovereign. They converse 
with him with a.s little reserve as if he were no better 
thnn tberuseh'es, while he pays as mueh attention to 
their compla.illts ns to those of the principal people of 
ihe country. I should think that Adooley is not 
ent,iroly destitute of the virtues of hospitality, for we 
obsen'cd with pleasure that the remamcler ofhis onions 
were divi.ded equally amongst the chiefs who bad CODle 

to visit him, and were receiyed by them with marks of 
the highest Sfl.tisfaction. 

This afternoon u. herald l)rociuimed the approach 
to ou\' habitation of the venerable chief of Spanish 
Town, with 0. long suite of thirsty followers. The old 
lllan's dross was vory simple, consisting only of a cap 
and turbou, with a.h\l'ge piece of Munchester cotton 
flung over his right shoulder, and heM under his left 
nrm. This is infinitely more graceful aud becoming 
jn the natives, thlUl the most showy Eurol)eau apparel, 
in any variety of wmch, indeed, they generally look 
highly ridiculous. After we bacl made him and nll 
his nttendnut.s nero-Iy tipsy. the old cblef began to be 
very talkative and amusing, continuing to chat wi.th-



STAY AT BADA(ffiY. 19 

out intermission for l\ considerable time. not omitting 
to whisper occasionally to the interpreter, by no meaus 
to forget, after his deporture, r emineliog us of the 
present we had promised him, for it is considered the 
hcight of rudeness to mention anything of the kintl 
oloud in bis presence. Our rum had operated so 
cheerily upon his followers in the yard, that fat and 
lenn, old and YOlmg. commenced dancing, and couti­
nucd performing the most In.ughable a.nties. till they 
woro no longer n.11e to stand. It amused us infinitely 
to obscl'\'e these creatures, "rith their old solemn 
placid-looking chief at their head, staggering out at 
the door-woy; we were in truth but too happy to get 
rid of them at so cheap a rate. Hooper shortly 
aftcrwnN.s came with 11 petition from twel\Te < gentle­
men ' of English Town, for the sum of a hundred and 
twcuty dollars. to be wyided amongst them; nnel 
1uH-ing no resou.ree, we were compelled to submit to 
the domand of these rnpacious sCOlmdl'els. 

Late in the evening we recei\""cd the threatened 
"itiit from Adooley. who came to examine the contents 
of our boxes. Ile was borne in rt. hammock by two 
men, and 'Wos cl..ro&sed ill an English linen shirt, t\ 

Spanish ciOl.\k or mantle. 'with a cap. turban, and 
ilundals. llis attendants were three half·dressed little 
bop. who. onc by one, placed thewselycs at their 
llH\ster's feet. as they arc in the habit of doing. One 
of them carried a long sword, another {\ pistol. and the 
thi.rd a kind of knapsack , filled with tobacco. " 1e 
presented the chief with brandy. equal in strength to 
8pirit~ of wille: nncl he swallowed n large quantity of 
it with cxquisitol'lcasure. The boys werc permitted 
to driuk n portion of the liquor e\"ery time that it wn~ 
}'lQurcd into a gla~ for Adooley ; but though it was ro 
yer:; strong, it p,"O<luccd no grimace, nor the slightest 
di:stortion of countcunncc in these little fellows. The 

c 2 
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'fondness of the Datives, or rather their passion, for 
strong wa,ters, is astonishing, and they are valued 
entirely in proportion to the intoxicating effects they 
occasion. Adooley smoked nearly all the while he 
remained in our house. As each box was opened, how­
o,'er, be would take the pipe slowly from his mouth, 
as if perfectly heedless of what was going forw·ard ; and 
from the couch whereon he was reclining, regard with 
intense curiosity each article as it ,nlS held out to his 
observation. Everything that in his opinion demanded 
a closer e:xaroino.tion, or, more properly sponking, 
everything he took i1 fancy to, was put into his hands 
at his own request; but as it would be grossly 
unpolite to retUl'u it after it had been soiled by his 
fingors, ",yitb the utmost nonchalance the chief deli­
vered it o\'er to the cnre of his recumbent pages, who 
carefully seemed it between their legs. Adooley's 
good taste could not of course be questioned; and it 
did not m.uch surprise, though it grieved us, to 
observe n, large portion of almost e,'ery ruiic1e III 
the boxes speedily passing through his bands into 
those of his juvenile minions. Nothing seemed un­
worthy his nccept.ance. from fine scarlet cloth to a 
child's fmihing whistle; in fact he requested n. 
couple of these little instruments to anlUse himself 
with in retirement! And although he bus reNllved 
guns, nrumunition, and n. vlmety of goods to tIle 
amount of nearly three hundred ounces· of gOld, 
he is so far from beiug sntisfied that he is con­
tinually grumbling forth his discontent. Grot·itude 
is unknown both to him find his subjects; the mor~ 
one gives them, the more pressing nre their impor· 
tunities for other favours. The n~l'y food that oue 
eats and the clot11es that he wears nre begged in so 

• An ounce of gold 011 this part of tho AfriC3u coast is worth 
about two pound. sterling. 
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rawning n. tone and manner, as to create disgust and 
oontcmpt at the first interview. 

H wns nearly midnight before Adooley arose from 
his soat to depart, when he took his leave, with broad­
oloth, and cottons, pipes, snufi'-boxes, tlDd knives, 
paper, illk, whistles, It.5C. , &c., and c\'en aome of our 
booka,-ao ava ricious is this Chief of Bnchigry. 

1liarc" 26tlt.-\Vo arose enrly tbis morning for 
the purposo of arranging some trifling matters, and 
taking our breakfast in quietness and comfort i but 
we ha(1 scarcely sat down, when our half-naked, 
grinning acquniotances entered, to pay us the com· 
vliruonts of the day. Notwithstanding our chagrin, 
80 ludicrous was the perpetual bowlng and scraping 
of theso our friends, in imitation of Europeans, that 
wo could not, forbeur laughing in good ea.rnest. Our 
}'lllll, which had been kindly supplied us by Lieutenllllt 
Matlion, we Are happy to say, is now nearly all con­
slUDed, and the n\Ullber of our general yisitors has 
dimiuished in esact proportion to its decrease; so 
thnt we are beginning to feel the enjoyment of an 
houl' or two's quiet in the COUl'SC of a day, which 
is a lu:\.-ury we could hardly bnve anticipated. The 
chief sent his son this morning to us, requesting t\ 

fow noedles nnd somo small shot. Vir e could 
ill spal'c tho la.tter, but it would be impolitic to 
rofuso his \l.l'gcnt solicitations, wbateyer may be their 
tendency. 

1'ho hOl'Ses promised by Adooley b3;'1'"6 been sent 
for us to e.:mmine. They appear strong and in 
good condition j nnd if they play us no wlcked pranks 
in tho • bush,' no doubt tbey will be eminently 
scn·iNablc. 

This cYening, P oser's head man, who we under­
stand is ouo of tho Chief's first captains, returned our 
Yltilt of yestcrduy, followed by a multitude of friends 
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'~nd retainers. He had been determined, I belie>e, 
before he left home, to be in an ill bUD;lour with us-, 
nnd perhaps he had treated himself with an extra 
dram for the occasion. This great bully introduced 
himself into our dwelling,- his huge round face in. 
flamed with scorn, anger, nnd • potations deep.' He 
drank with even more avidity than his countrymen, 
but the liquor produced no good impression on him, 
serving rather to increase his dissatisfaction o.nd 
choler. He begged everything be sn·w; and when 
we had gratified him to the best of our power, he 
began to be "ery abusive and noisy. He said he was 
convinced we had come into the country "ith no good 
intentions, and accused us of deceit and insincerity in 
our professions; or, in plainer terms, that we had 
been guilty of a direct falsehood in st.ating that we 
had no othOl' mot,ivc for undertaking t.he journey than 
to recover the papers of Mr. Park at yaoorie. He 
was assured that we were afraid to tell the true 
reason for leaYing our own country. 'Ve withstood 
his im'ecti"es with tolerable composure, and the dis. 
graceful old fellow left us in (l. pet, about half an hour 
after his an-ivaI. 

It is really a discouraging reflection, that, notwith­
standing the sacrifices we have made of all priYate 
feeling and personal comfort for tho purpose of eOD­

ciJjating the good opinion of the people here,-the 
coust.lmt fatigue and ineom'enienca to which we have 
been subjected,-the lit.tle art-s we have pract.ised,­
th~ forced Inughter,-tbe unnatural grin,-tbe never· 
ending shaking of hands, &0., &0., besides the dismal 
noises Il'nd unsa,voury smells to wmch OU1" orgnns 
tun-a been exposed; still some scoundrels nre to be 
foulld hn.r(l~ned against us by hatred and prejudice, 
and so ungrateful for all our gifts and attentions, as 
to taka n delight in poisoning t.he minds of the people 
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against 'Us, by publicly asserting thn.t we are English 
~pies, and making use of other inventions equally 
falso and mo.1icious. Pitiable, indeed, must the lot of 
that IDo.n be, who is obliged to drag on a year of ex­
istence in so miserable a place as this. Nevertheless, 
we noxa in hoolth and spirits, and perhaps feel a secret 
pride in being able to subdue our rising dissatisfaction, 
und in overcoming difficulties which, at a first glance, 
seemed insurmountable. By the blessing of Beayen, 
we shall proceed prosperously in our undert.aking; 
for in the Divine goodness do we alone repose all our 
confidence and hopes of success. ,Vo lllay say that 
plcasW'c £Iud enjoyment have accompanied us hither. 
The clearness of the sky is pleasant, and its brilliancy 
-the softness of the moon, the twinkling brightness 
of t.he stn.rs, and the silence of night-the waubling 
auJ tho flight of birds, tho hum of insects, and' t·he 
varied and luxuriant aspect. of beautiful Nature-are 
all cha.rming to us. And what on earth can be more 
soothing or delightful than thoughts of home and 
kindred, a.nd anticipations of a holier and more glo­
rious existence? These are true pleasures, of which 
the barbarians cannot deprive us. 

fro-do.y. the Fo.st of the Rhnmndnll ends; and to~ 
Dlotl'ow'will be held as n holiday by the Moha.mmednns 
of thc plnco. 

&turda!l, Mat'ell 27tJl.-The noise a.nd ja.rgon of 
our guests pursue us evon in sleep, and our dreams 
n.rc disturbed by fancied pal:wers. which are more 
unpleasant and vexatious, if possible, in their effect>s, 
thou real ODes. Eurly this morning we were roused 
from oue of these painful slumbers to listen to the 
dismal yell of the hyooul1. the shrill crowing of cocks, 
the hum of night~flies a.nd mosquitoes, and the hoarse 
cr<Xl.kiug of frogs, together ,nth the chirping of 
myriaJs of crick,ets and other insects, which resounded 
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through the air as though it had been pierced with (l 

thousand whistles. 
Just after sunrise, two Mohammedans arrived at 

our house with an imitation for us to accompany 
them to the spot selected for the performance of 
their religious rites and observances. This being a 
novelty, we embraced the proposal with pleasure, and 
followed the men to the distance of about a mile 
from our house. Here we observed lL number of 
their countrymen sitting in detached groups, actively 
employed in the duties of lustrntion and ablution. 
It wns a bare space of ground, edged with trees, and 
covered with sand. The Mussulmen were obliged 
to bring wo.ter with them in calabashes. Seated 
in a convenient situation, underneath the spreading 
branches of (\ myrtle tree, without being seen, we 
could -observe all their actions. But a number of 
boys soon intruded themselves upon our privacy; 
IUld, to say the truth, we were more amused by the 
artlessness and playfulness of their wanners than 
with all the grave mUUlDlery of the MohaDlnledan 
worshippers. Groups of people were continuaJ.ly 
arri\'ing at the spot, and these were welcomed to it 
by an occasiono.l flow-ish of music from a native 
clarionct, &c. They were clad in oll their finery, 
their apptlrcl being as gaudy as it was various. The 
coup-d'reil presented by no meaus an uninterest,ing 
spectacle. Loose tobes, 1\-1.th caps and turbans, striped 
and plain, roo, blue, and blnck, were not uupleasingly 
contrasted with the original native costume of figured 
cotton, thrown loosely oyer the shoulders, and 00· 
mense l'ush hats. Manohester cloths, of tho most 
glaring patterns, wer~ conspiouous amongst the crowd; 
but these wero Cllst in the shade by scarfs of green 
silk, ornmncnted with leaves and flowers of gold, and 
aprons co\,ercd with sih'er spangles. Very young 
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children appenred beudlng under the weight of clothes 
und ornoments j whilst boys of maturer years cani.ed 
t\ variety of offensive weapoDs.-1'he Turkish scime­
tar, the French sabre, tho Portuguese dagger, con­
fined in a sih'er case,-all gleamed brightly; and 
hetwy cutlasses, with rude nati,'e knives, wore like­
wlse G.."(hibited, half devoured by cankering rust. 
Cll1U1sy muskets and fowling-pi.eces, as well a.s Arab 
pistols, were also handled with delight by the joyful 
Mussulmcn. In number the religionist.s were about 
f\. hundred and fifty. Not long alter our arrival, they 
fanned thcOlselYes into six lines, and having laid 
aside ma.ny of their superftuous ornaments, and a. 
portion of their clothing, they put on the most sedate 
couutenances, and counnenccd their dc-votional oxer­
c\l'\CS in a spirit of scr'iousncss and apparent fel'"our, 
worthy fI. bettor place and a more amiable creed. In 
the oxte ri.or forms of their religion, at least, the Mus­
sulmen here are eOlll)lete adepts, as this speotacle 
has convinced us; and the little we ha,'e seen of 
thom bas led us to form. a very fa, ourable opinion of 
thoir general torupel'imcc and sobriety. The cere­
mony wos no sooner concluded, than muskets, car­
bines-, find pistols, were discharged on all sides; the 
clarionct agniu struck up a note of joy, and was sup­
ported by long ..t~ra.b drums, strings of bells, and a 
solitul'Y kettle-drum. The musicians, like the ancient 
minstrels of Europe, were cucourn.ged by trifling prc­
scut~ from tbe morc charitable of the multitude, All 
seemed cheetful aud hn,ppy: and on leming them, 
s~wC'ral, out of compliment I suppose. discharged their 
pieces ot our hecla; and were evidently delighted with 
th('msehes. with us, and the whole world. In the 
path we mot a fellow l1pproaehing the scene of inno­
cC'nt cl.i,sgipation, clothed most fantastically in a flannel 
drc~, lUld riding on the back. of what we were in-
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·Tarmed was !l. wooden horse. He was surrounded by 
natives of aU ages, who were laughing most extrI1V8,· 

gandy at the unnatural capering of the thing, and 
admiring the ingenuity of its contrivance. The figure 
itself was entirely concealed with cloth, which ren­
dered it impossible to discover by what agency it 
moyed. Some years ago, I sn.w a monster something 
similar to it, with a company of mountebanks, in a 
town ill the west of England, which. nmongst its other 
properties, used t.o swallow children j and in all pro-

,. babiEty, this' wooden. horse' is constructed on a 
similar principle. Its head was coyered with red cloth; 
and a pair of sheep's ears answered the purpose for 
which they were intendoo to1embly well. Yet, OD t.he 
whole, though it was easy to perceive that a horse was 
intended to be represented by it, the figure was clum­
sily enough executed. As soon as this part.y had 
joined the indi"iduo.ls assembled near the place of 
worship. a startling shriek of laughter testified the 
t.tmlUltuolls joy of the wondering multitude. The sun 
shone out resplendently on the happy groups of fnnci­
fully-clressed persons, whose showy, "arious-coloured 
gnrments, and sooty skin, contrasted with the pictu­
l'esque and lorely appearance of the scenery. produced 
an uuapcnkably charming etIect. The foliage exhi­
bited every variety and tint of grcen, from the sombre 
shade of the melancholy yew, to the lively verdure 
of the poplnr and young oak. For myself, I was 
deljghted with the agreeable rumble; and imagined 
.that I could distinguish from the notes of tho song­
sters of the gro,,~. the swelling strains of the English 
skylark and thrush, with the more gentle warbling of 
the finch and linnet. It was indeed l\ brilliant. morn­
ing. teeming with lifo and beauty; and recalled to 
my memory a thollSfmd aft'ceting associations of sau­
guine boyhood, when I was thoughtless and hal)PY-. 
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Tho barbaria.ns around me were all cheer.ful and full 
of joy. I h£1,'e heard that, like sorrow, joy is conta­
gious, and I believe that it is, for it inspired me with 
n similar gentle feeling. 

The 27th of March in this place is wbat.May-day 
is in many CO\1lltry places in England, and it strongly 
reminded us of it. But here unfortunately there are 
no wbite faces to enliven us: and a want of the 
lovely complexion of our beautiful countrywomen, 
tinged ,,"i.tb its" celestial red," is severely felt; and 
~o is the total absence here of t.hat golden chain of 
kindness which links them to the ruder associates of 
their festive enjoyments. By-nnd-by, doubtless, fami­
liarity with black faces will reconcile me to them; 
but at present I am compelled to own that I cannot 
help feeling a very considerable sha.re of aversion 
towo.rds their jetty complexions, in common, I believe, 
with most strangors that vi.sit this place. 

Owing to the holiday, which is equally prized and 
enjoyed by Mohammedan and Pagan, our visitors to­
day have been almost exclusively confined to a party 
of B:aus...~ Mallams, who entered Our dwelling in the 
forenoon, perfumed all over 'with musk, more for the 
Purl)ose of gratifying their vanity by displaying their 
finery before us, than of paying us the compliments 
of the day, which was avowedly the sole object of 
their intrusion.Oue or two of them were masticating 
tho goom nut; and others hlldhlld their lips, tooth, 
and fiuger-nnils. stained red. Each of the Mallams 
WUl;I attended by a well-dressed little hoy of ~OTeeable 
countenance, who Mt.ed as page to his master, and 
\\~as his protege. Neither of the men would cat or 
drink 'with us ; yet ""hUst they were in our company, 
they Beemed cheerful and good-humoured, and were 
coruruunicatih~ Ilud highly intelligent. In answer to 
our qucj:)tions, they informed us that two rivers entered 
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the Quorra. or <l Great River" at Funda, one of which 
is called the Coodoonia and the other the Tskadda, 
(from the lake Tshad)-that a schooner might sail 
from Bornon to Fundn. on t,he latter river without 
difficulty...-that Funda is only twenty-four holUS' pull ( 
from Benin, and twenty-nine days' journey from 
Bornoll. At the close of a long, and to us rather 
interesting cou'\"ersation, our nsitors expressed them­
selves highly gratified with their reception,. and left 
the but to repair to their OW11 habitations. 

These men, though shwcs to Adooley, are very 
l'cspccroble, find arc never called on by their master 
except when required to go to war, supporting them­
selves by tl'fiiling for slaves, which they sell to Euro­
peans. They wore decent Nauffie tobes, Arab red 
caps, and In..u..~{\. snndnls ; nnd, both in their manners 
nnel convorsat.ion, tho MnlIams are infinitely superior 
to the ungentle and malignant natives of Ba(lagry. 

Sunday. Afarc1t 28t1l.-Luckily the inhabitants of 
this plo.ce consider this as u holiday: and their sing.:. 
ing. daDcing, and savage jollity, havo possessed greater 
charms for them than nn empty rum-cask, though it 
be backed by two white faces. With a trifling ex­
ception or so, we have in consequence been unfno­
lested by our visitors of tho overlasting grin and 
umn~al'ied tongue dwing the da.y. This happy -cir.:. 
curustnnco has afforded us opportunity and ample 
leisu1'o for spending t.he Sabbath in a manner most 
agreeable to our fcelings,-by devoting the greater 
part of it to the iUlpressive duties of our divine re­
ligion-in hnlUbling ourseh'cs before the mercy-seat 
of the O'ren,t Author of our being. nod imploring him 
to be ~ur refuge and guardian. to shiel(l us from 
every dUllger, and render ow' underta.kings hopeful 
and prosperous. 

Monday. jjlarclt 29(/t.-Last night no Fo.ntee was 
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plundered of his efi'ect.s, and stabbed by an assassin 
below the ribs, so thn.t his life is despaired of; and 
not long after this was discovered, a ., fetish" (reli ~ 
gious rite) was pelformed over the remains of a native 
that had been found dead, but who was in perfect 
health a few hom'S before. The lament of the rela~ 
thros of the deceased was doleful jo a high degree; 
Ulld 1).0 sounds could be more dismally mournful than 
those shrieked forth by them on the occasion. The 
chief smnmoncd us yesterday to repair to his residence 
in ordel' finally to satt.Ie the business relat.iye to our 
jOlU'uey into the interior, but we refused to have any 
dis,putes with him 00 the Sabbath, and promised to 
wnit on him this morning instead, After breakfast. 
therefore, wo redoemed ow' pledge, by paying him the 
promised ,;sit. Adooley received us 'with his accus­
tomed politeness and gmcious smile. He.sMd he 
wished to inform us of his intention of detaining us 
at Bad.1gry a day or tw·o longer, the 'path' not 
being considered in 0. fit state for trnyelling, rather 
than his reputa.tion should suffer by leading us in to 
llauger, which would undoubtedly be the case if he 
had not adopted his present resolution. Yet, he con~ 
tinued, we migbt depend on his word ns a king that 
we sbouM have liberty to depart ou Thursday morn~ 
ing nen Il t the .latest. Now we well knew tha.t the 
country was Delrer in tl more pcacen.ble or quiet stnte 
tlullI nt tbe moment he was speaking; and nre morti~ 
Sed be~'ond measure n.t the perpetual evasio:ns a.nd 
coutmdietions of this chief. ' Ya 1'60rrret also that the 
dry MI\son is f~st drawing to n close, and tha.t we shall 
be oblig~d to traycl in the rainy months. "Yhan 
Adooh.~y had made this declaration, he requested us 
to write Oll n puper in bis presence for a fow things 
whieh he wisheu to procure either from Calle~Coast 
Custk. 01' from Ellglt\lld, as n retlu'n for the protec-
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tion he had promised us. Amongst other articles 
enumerated arc, 'four regimental conts, such ns are 
woru by the king of England. for hi.mself, nnd forty 
less splendid than these, for the use of his captains; 
two long brass guns, to run on swivels: fifty muskets, 
twenty barrels of gunpowder, four handsome swords, 
and fOl'ty cutlasses i' to which nre added, I two pun­
choons of rum, a carpenter's chest of tools, with oils, 
paints, and brushes,' the cbief himself boasting th.o.t 
he was 0. blacksmith, carpenter, painter, nnd indeed 
every trade but a tailor. Besides these trifles he 
wished to obtain 0. half-dozen rockets, and a rocket­
gUll, with a soldier from Cape-Coast, capable of un­
dertaking tho management of it. And lastly. he 
modestly ordered two puncheons of cO~'lTjes to be sent 
him, I for tho purpose of dofraying in ]mrt the 
expenses he l1 ad incurred in repelling tho attacks of 
tho men of Porto Novo, AWl., and Juucullec, the 
tribes inhabiting thoso l)laces hn,ving mado wnr upon 
him for nllo,,~ing Captain Clappcrton's last mission to 
proceed into tho interior without their couaont. 'Ve 
asked, jocosely, whether Adooley would be satisfi ed 
with these various al't.iclos, whou, having considored 
for a few moments, and conversed aloud to n. fow of 
his chiofs that were in the apartmont nt the time, ho 
replied that he had forgotten to mention his want-of 
a. lurgo mnbrollo., foUl' casks of gt'a}le shot, imel n 
barrol of flints, which having alao insertecl in the list, 
tho letter wns 61lt\11y folded and scaled. It was then 
delivored into the honds of A<looley, who &lid t,hnt 
he should seuet it by Aocm, one of his heod men, to 
Cape-Coast Cn-sUe, and t.hat tho lillil would wait 
thol'o tilt all tho articles should bo })l'Octu'cd for h3m. 
If that bo tho coso, We imagino that Accra will htwe 
n vory long timG to w(lit.. 

Our iutel'pl'cter, old ilooper, IUlYiug been suspectcd 
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by the chief to be in our interest, n. young man named 
Tookwce, that undcrstood 0.. little English, was sent 
fot', and commanded to remain, during the whole con­
ference, in ordcr to detect any error tlul,ot Hooper 
might make, and to Boe that everything enumerated 
by the chief should be written in the list of articles. 

During this long and serious conversatiou, we were 
occo.sionaUy enljyened by the music of three little 
bclls, which were f{lstened to the tails of the same 
number of cats by n. long string, and made a. jingling 
noise whenever tlle animals thought proper to divert 
themsolves. Beside these, and as an accompaniment 
to thorn, we were favoW'ed with the strains of an 
orga1\, which instrUluent n. little boy was placed in a. 
cornel' of the apartment purposely to turn. 

A yOlmg Jenna woman came to yisit us this fore­
noon. nccomptlnicd by l\ female friend from Haussn.. 
Her hair wo.s traced with suaP extrorwnury neatness, 
tllt\t we expressed l\ ,,;sh to examine it more minutely. 
The girl hud neyer beheld such n. thing ns a white 
mUll before, and pennission was gl:\nted "ith a great 
dOll] of coyness, lUi.'xed up perhaps with a small 
l'ort,ion of fear, whioh was apparent as she was slowly 
unlyiug her turban. No sooner, howevor, was our 
ctn'i~ity gratified, than a. demand of two hundred 
cowries • was insisted on by her companion, that, it 
Wt\S l\Ucged, being the price 'Paid iu the interior by 
thc male sex to scrutinize a Indy's hair. \Ve wero 
obligc:-d to conform to the est-ablished custom, o.t which 
the wOlUen exprcsseJ. themselves highly delighted. 
frhc hair which had excited our ndmir::l.tion was mnde 
up in the shape of n huzzur's helmet, nnd very inge­
niously trnecd on the top. Irreguhlr figures were 
like-wise braided on c;1('h side of the head, and n band 

• A lillIe India.n sbell: the cuneney of ID::Wy parts of tbl1t 
(I>untry) cwo of tile intelil>l' ef Africa. 
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.of worked thread, dyed in indigo, encircled it below 
the natural hair, which seemed by it.s tightness and 
closeness to have been glued fast to the skin. This 
young Jenna womnn is by faf the most interesting, 
poth in face and form, of any we have seen since our 
landing. nnd her prettiness is rendered more engaging 
by her retiring modesty and perfect artlessness of 
manners, wIDeh, whether observed in black or white, 
nre sure to command the csteem and reverence of the 
other sex. Her eyelids wero stained with a bluish. 
black powder, which is the smue kind of substance, 
I have no doubt, as that described jn a note in Mr. 
Beckford's • Vatlck.' Her person was excessively 
clean, aud her apparel flowing, neat, and graceful. 
Before taking leaNG, the girl's umvorthy companion 
infonned us thot her proMge was IDtllTied; but that 
Its her husband was left behind nt Jennn, she would 
pl'El\'nil 011 her to yisit u~ in the evening after sunset. 
Of course we expressed ow' nbhon'ence of the l)roposal, 
and were really grieved to reflect tho.t with so much 
meekness, innocence, modesty, and beauty, our timid 
friend should bo exposed to tho wiles of a crafty and 
wicked womnn. 

,Yo have longed to discoycr a solitary ",irlne linger­
ing amongst the natives of this plnee, but ns yet our 
search hns been ineftectua1. 

As n. contrnst to tho youthful individual described 
above, no old withered womnn entered our residence 
iu ' the cvening, and began professing the most UD­

bowlded n/fcetion for my brother nnd self. She ha.d 
drunk so much rUlll that she could scarcoly stnnd j 

wus tho owner of n. most forbidding countenance; 
and fom of ber front teeth had disappenred from her 
upper jaw, wbich caused a aingulur and wSt\greeable 
indention of the upper lip. 'Vo were disgusted with 
tho nppeurnuce aud bateful fumilinrity of this ,nnciont. 
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hng, who had thus paid so ill n. compliment to our 
\'fuuty, nne1 subsequently we forced her ont of the 
)lnT{1 without any ceremony. 

,"Yo shot a hawk this e,'erung which wns hovering 
over our house, at the request of several of the Dot,,'es, 
who nte the body of the bird, but presen'cd its head 
1\l1d claws, to render them "keen of eye and swift of 
foot. " The king will not allow us to go to J enna by 
the nearest beaten path, on the plea that, as sncred 
fotish land would lie in our wny, we should die the 
moment we should trend upon it. 

Tuesdoy, llJat'ch 30th.-Tho occurrences of this day 
may be relatcd in ,'ery few words. The pleasantcst 
news wo hear, is the fnct of the king of Jeona. having 
arri.Yetl at that town from K o.tungn. His messenger 
nrriveli here this morning, and came toO see us in 
tho nfternoon, accompanicd by a friend. We regnled 
hiro. with a glass of rum, nccordiDg to our general 
custom, the first mouthful whereof he squirted from 
his OWll into the lllouth of his associate, and vice versa. 
This is the first time we have ritnessed this dirty 
nnd disgusting practice. The chief sent for us again 
dus afternoon, and summed up the measure of his 
exorbitant dcmo.nds, by requesting n gun-boat, with 
a hlUldred mon from England, and no few common 
tobacco-pipes for his own lll'iYate use. 'Ye could 
easily gh-e l\ bill for the former; but the latter we 
Jllrcd not part with at fl.ny risk, because, considering 
the long journey before us, we are cominced we ha,'e 
nothing to spnN; iudced. it is our opinion that the 
prescuts ·will nll be exhausted long before it be com­
pleted. 'Yith the same facility we bnyc ,rritten n 
puper for forty ounces of gold to be distributed 
l\lllOUg~t the chief of English Town and the rest of 
our ptlrtisnn:s. 'Ye had adjustcd these little matters to 
tho Illlplll'cut s;'\tisfl\ction of all parties, when wo were 

'\'(\1,.1. D 
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nlOst agreeably surprised by an nssurance from the 
chief that we shaH quit this place to-morrow afternoon 
with the ncwly-arri\'ed Jenna. messenger. 'Ve are 
accordingly on the qu.i vice in getting everything in 
a state of forwardness for aQl' departW'c; nor can we 
J)(~lp ,,;shing, for the sake of our credit, that we may 
never meet such needy and importunate friends as 
hu,e pestered us since ow' residence in this toW'll. 

The soil of Badtigry consists of a. layer of :fine 
whitish sand over loam, clay, and enrth. The sand 
is so soft and deep. that no one can walk on it without 
considcl·a.ble labour and difficulty. The natives pro­
cure the necessaries of life chiefly by fishing, aDd the 
cultivation of the yam and Indian corn. In the former 
employment they usc nets and spenrs, and Jikel\;se 
earthen pots, which they bait with the palm nut. These 
novel instruments nre fltrmshecl with small apertures, 
not wilikc those of a comlllon wire mo~e-tmp. 
Oranges, limes, cocoa-nuts, plant-nins, and bfI.Donas, 
are produced in abundance in the neighbourhood. 
'rho better sort of people are possessed of a smnH kind 
of bullock, with sheep, goats, and poultry; the chief 
himself is (l, drover and butcher, and when in wnnt of 
moncy, ho orders one of his bullooks to be sl tcred 
and publicly sold in the market. The dw 
the inhnbitant-s aro neatly constructed of 
fl1ld thatched with palm lel\<Yos. They contain soyera] 
Ilpnl'tmcnts, all of them on the gl'otUld floor. Some 
of i.he houses 0)' huts orc built in tho coo::ie form, 
which is neurly round, and others are in tbe form of 
an oblong squaro; all ]uwe excellent yards nUncbed 
to them, wherein lime-t.mes and others ore })lanted 
in rows, and it gives one pleasure to look at the 
cleanliness and tasto which lll'e\'ail in these courts. 
The land is excessively fertile; find if the nnt.i\'cs 
could only be induced to !ay aside their hnbitw\.1 
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indolcnce, and the slllggishness of their characters, 
nnd devote n. little mOre attention to the improvement 
of the soil, the oountry might soon be b rought to a.n 
oxtrnordinary pitch of beauty and perfection. As it is, 
vegetation springs forth spontaneously, is luxuriant 
~vcn to rankness, and is ever pleasingly verdant. 

If 0. viow of Bndagry and its environs could anywise 
Le obtained, we ure persuaded it would be delightfu1 
in the extrwno; but the ground is evcrywhere so low 
I\nu Ont, that not a single eminence, however small. 
can bo discovered. Owing to tbe peculiarity of our 
~it uo.tioll, nnd the short time we huse been with the 
nntiy('s. it is not to be supposed tlul.t we could haxe 
formed nny very correct estimate of their manners, or 
gcnul"al eharaetor. It is· likely enough that 'We have 
SOt\l1 ouly the dark siue of their dispositions, for we have 
bl'on considered by thow as a kind of mark for the 
~xercit:!c of their cunning and other evil propensities. 
anti they have plnyed off their chicanery on us with 
I\rlmutngo to themselves. IIad we seen a single 
good.nnturcd JUan amongst thonl, it would give us 
g rcat l,lensure to relate the fact; but really wo have 
not beon so fOI"'uu8te-wo ha.yo met with nothing but 
selfishness and rapacity from tho chiof to the meanest 
of hi~ POOI)lo. The religion of Bauagry is Moham­
medanism. aud the "ory worst species of paganism. 
tht\t which sanctions and enjoins the sacrifice of human 
being'i\, and other abominable practices, and the wor­
ship of imnginnry demons and fiends, By some menn!" 
man)" of tho inhnbitant~ hn,·e picked up a number of 
Bn~li~h wOI-ds, which school-hoys and children at 
home would stJlo .. very na\lghty ;" and these arc 
mnde usc of o.t all timcs without any particular mean· 
in~ heing nu.nched to them. "~e hm'e observed (In(' 
,irLul! in the- youngor branches of the communit~--it 
i~ lhc profouud resl)l..~t Ilull ren)rencc .which they 

D3 
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eri~tertain for their elders, and which has perhaps never 
been surpassed in any age or country, not even 
amongst the ancient Spartans themselves. 

ADOOLEY, CHIEF OR. KlXG OF BADAGRY. 

AddalG, or Adooley. as he is more generally 
called, is the present ruler of Badagry, and younger 
brother to the late chief of Lagos. During the 
lifetime of his father, and for' countless ages before 
that period, Badagry was a. province of Lagos, and 
tributary to it, as Lagos is, and has been from time 
immerooriol, to the powerful king of Benin. Adooley' 
eyinced in early youth an active and ingenious dis­
position, and an extraordinary fondness for mecha­
nical employments and pursuits. This bias of Adooley 
soon attracted the attention and noticc of his fat.her, 
and this revered parent did aU that his slender mcuns 
a.fforded of cherishing it, and of encouraging him to 
persevere in his industrious habit.s. Whilst yet a 
boy, Adooley was a tolerable carpenter, smith, painter. 
and gunner. He soon won the ad,miration of his 
father, "ho displayed greater partiality and a,fi'ection 
for him than for either of his other children, and on 
his death·bed nominated this frwourite son bis suc­
cessor, to the exclusion of his first-born, "hicb is 
against tho laws of the country i tbo oldest son being 
inval'iably understood as the legitimate hoir. For 
somo time after his decease, however, no notice "as 
taken of the aying request of the Lagos chieftain ; 
his eldest son niled in his st.end, notwithst.anding his 
last injunction; and Adooley, for a few years, wisely 
submitted to his brother witbout murmuring or com· 
plaint. The young men nt length quarrelled; and 
Adooley, enlliog to remembrance the 'words and wishes 
of his fatber, roso ul> against the chief, "bam he 
denominated a usurper j nod vehemently called upon 
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his friends to join him in disputing his authority, and 
endon,volU' to divest him of his power and consequence. 
All the slaves of his deceased parent, a.mongst 
whom was n. great number of Ha.ussa. MalInms; all 
who bore any personal dislike to the ruling chief, or 
wOre discontented a.t his form of government j those 
who preft1l'red Adooley, and the discontented of all 
ranks, formed themselves into a strong body, and 
resolved to support the pretensions of their favourite. 
The brothers agreed to decide the quarrel by the 
sword , und hDx ing come to a. general engagement, 
tho partisans of tho younger were completely routed, 
and fled with their leuder before the yictorious arms 
of tho opposing party. 

l"cacing the result of this oontest, Adoolo)" with n. 
spirit of filinl piety, which is not rare amongst 
~tWllges, and is truly noble, dug out of the earth, 
wherein it had been deposited, the skull of his father, 
and took it along with him in his fiight, in order that 
it might not be dishonoured in ills absence; for he 
loved his father with extraordinary tenderness. and 
cherished hi13 memory as dea.rly as his own life. The 
headless body of the venerable chief, like those of his 
anceswrs, had been sent to Benin l in order tha.t hi~ 
bones might adorn the sacred temple a.t tholt place, 
3grecably to an ancient and respected custom which 
has eyor been religiousl ~ conformed to olnd tena.ciously 
hold by tho Lngos people. But Adooley displayed at 
the sumo timo anothor beautiful trait of piety and 
filil\l tenderness. At the period of his defeat he hnd 
au aged a.nd infirm mother liring. and her he deter. 
mined to take with him, let the consequences be what 
they might. 'Yith his accustomed foresight, he had 
pre\>iou.sly U\t\do a kind of cage or boxl in case there 
shQuld bo u. necessity for removing her. His father'!! 
skull haying been disinterred and seemed. he implored 
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bis mother to tnke immediate advantage of this cage, 
as the only" means' of escaping with life, She ,\>il­
lingly acceded to her son's request, and was berne 
off on the shoulders of fow' slaves, to a village not 
far di stant from Lagos, accompanied by Adooley, 
with his fugitive train, where they imagined them­
selves secure from fur ther molestation. In this 
opinion, howel-'er, they were deceil·cd; for the more 
fortullat~ chief, suspicious of his brother's intent ions, 
and dreading his influencc, would not suffer him long 
to remnin in peace, but drove him out soon after, and 
hunted him from place to place like a wl1d beast. In 
this manner, retreating from his brother, he at last 
reached the flourishing town of Bo.dagry; and being 
quite wearied with his exertions and fatigues, and 
di'sbenrteued by his misfortunes, he set do\Yll his. 
belol'ed mother on the grass, nnd began to weep by 
her side. The principal people of tho town were 
well acquainted with his circumstances, and, admiring 
the nobleness of his sentiments, they not only pitied 
him, but resolved to protect nud befriend him to the 
last. 

For this purpose they presently invited him t.o 
attend n council which thoy had hastily formed. 
'When ill the midst of them, perceiving tears falling 
fust down his cheeks. they asked him why he wept 
so? "Foolish boy!" sa,id they, "wipe Ilwny those 
tears, for they are un,,'orthy of you, and show your­
self 0. Ulan nnel n. prince. From this moment we 
ndopt you our chief; you shlllliend us on to war, and 
we will fight against yom brother. nnd either prevail 
over h iUl or l)etish. Here your mother may dwell in 
safety, and here yOUl' father's skull shall be reverenced 
as it ought to be. Come, theu. lay aside your fears, 
i\nd lend liS on ngainst yoW' enemies." These were in 
the bush, and hovering ncar Dnddgl'y, wheu Adooley 
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(l,nd his generous friends sallied out against them. 
The fighting, 01' ra.thcr skir)llishiug, lasted mau)' 
days; and lllauy people, it is said, were slain on both 
Rides. But the advantilge wa.s decidedly in favour of 
the Bndagrinns, whose superior knowledge of the 
{Ustl'ict, and tho secret paths of the wood, was of 
considerable seryice to them, enabling them to lie in 
Ilmbush and attack their enemies by surprise. The 
Lagos peopla at length gave up the unequal contest in 
despair, and l'etlU'lled to their own country. Adooiey 
was t.hus left iu quiet possession of au important o.nd 
inftueutio.l toml, which declared itself independent of 
Lngos for eyer. Since then, various tmsuccessful 
attempts have been made to compel the Bndagl'ians 
to return to their allegiance. The latter. ho\re"er, 
have bruvoly defended their rights, and in consequence 
thQir inuependency ha:3 been i\ckllowledged by the . 
nei,ghbouring tribes. 

In the year 1829, the warlike chief of Lagos died; 
/lIud AdooIoy, concei\ing it to bt" a favourable oppor­
tunity for tho rc-assertion of his claims to the vacant 
.. stool," as it is called, determined to do so, and 
u!:Isemblcd his fnithful Bad:igrians for the purpose of 
making au attack on his na.tiye tOWD. lIe imagined 
that, L\S his b\"'Othe.r was doad, he should experience 
little opposition from his countrymen; but he soon 
d.i:dco,~ercd that he had fin'med au erroneous opinion, 
for almost at his Ye)'y outset he met with 0. stout 
resistance. IIis brothel' had loft un infant son, and 
him the people declared to be the legitimate heir, 
and unanimously rosoh-cd to sUllport. 

Tho snnguine im"llders were repulsed and entirelJ 
defeated. notwithstanding their tried brayery and 
uttor contempt of dUllgcr, t\nJ were forced to rctw'n 
home in confusion, without haying accomplished t\ny~ 
thing. In th.is unfortunate expedition Borubancc 
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R'ud all the principal wll.rriol's WCl'C slain, A similar 
nttcllll)t has sincc bccn made on Lagos morc than 
oncc, nnd with a similar rcsult, On our nrrival o.t 
Bad.1gl'y, Adooloy was but just recovering from the 
etfects of theso various mortifications nnd othor disns­
tel'S i nnd, singular enough, he has hnd the artfnmess, 
as wo have bofore snid, of laying tho whole blame 
of thom to his htwing: pOl'mitted the last African 
mission to pass through his torritOl'ies, contrary to 
tho wishes of his neighbours, and BlOse who were 
int-erested in tho matter. 

J ustico is not uufreqnently administered at Bucl;(gry 
by mcans of fI. IIn'ge wooden cap. having tbree corners, 
which is Vlo.ced on the head of u. culprit at the period 
of his oxamination, This fantastic work ofll1ochnnism, 
no doubt by tho structure of intornnl spriugs, mny be 
mado to movo and shako without auy visible agent, 
ou tho samo l)rinoiplo as tho enchanted 1.'llrk, or any 
MhoI' figm'o in our puppet-shows, It is believed tho 
llative priests alono uro in tho SCOl'ct, When this 
(lap is obseJ'ved to shake whilst on tho hend of n 
snspected parson, ho is condemned without further 
ovidence being required j but, sllould it remain 
without flny pereoptible motioll, his innocence is 
nppl\l'Ont, Md ho is forthwith tlcquittcd. Tho fame 
of this wonderful cnp makes (\. great fuss in the tOWll, 
tlnd n8 lUl\Uy lllfU'\'cllous stories tWO told of it here ns 
woro )'alatod in Englamd tt oentury or two ngo of the 
famous hl'nz.tm hend of Rogel' 13l\oon, 

A l'ospootn..blo 1I1iln, tho chiof of Fronoh Town, was 
triod by the o1'clotl.1 of the 0(\1) 1\ short timo since. fol' 
lH1.Yiug) it wus alloged, noooptod u bl'ibo of tho Lagos 
ohieftain to destroy A(looloy by poison, The fntnl 
Olll) WI\S no 800001' Imt on hm head tlum it wns 
obsorved to moyo slight.ly, tUld then to become lUore 
"ialontly tlgitated. 1.'ho cl'lmiunl felt its mot~ou. aod 
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WQS torrmed to such a degree, that he fell down in a 
swoon. On awakening, he confessed his guilt, and 
implored forghTeness, wbieh was granted him by 
Adooley, because, it was said, of his sorrow and 
contriti~n, but really, no doubt, of his birth and 
connexions. 

Durin". Om' stay at Bo.d:igry, the thennometer of 
Fnlrreuh~it. has ranged between 860 and 940 in our 
hut, being oftener stationary nearer the latter tban the 
former. 

C'IIAPTER II. 

Dllpi:mllro from BruMgry_ Pan Ibrollgh Wow-Sngbu-Bruhn­
Soo.t6-Biujic--LIl..'\too-Llil'l'o to J~ll.oa. 

Tuesdal/, l1farcll 318(.-'''e bade adieu to the chief 
of Bad.igl':Y ill good time this morning, and during the 
day packed up nll our things ready for our departure. 
'Y c repn.ircd to the banks of the river at sun-set, 
expecting to find a canoe wwch Adooley had promised 
should be sent there for our use; but having waited 
above two hours, and finding it (lid not arriYe, we 
plnced the goods in n"\'"o smaller canoes, which were 
l;ying on tho beach. The::;e SOOIl proved to be lea.ky. 
llud t\~ no other resource was at hand, we were fain to 
"tlit as pu.ticntly as we coul(l for the canoe promised 
u~. E'Terything betrayed the luk\}wa.rmncss und indif­
feNnco of the chief who hud received so much from 
us, llnd who e:\.'pected so much more j but we hud 
nn~wered his purp~. and now he took no further 
notice of us. In two hours morc Hooper made hi::; 
:lppCu.ranec ill Adooley's war cunoe, which he had 
pl'\;o\'t)iled on him to lend us. This was placed directly 
botw('on the two others, tlud thcir contents speedily 
tn\l\,:;;t'..;-rreu into it. It was between teu and eleven 
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'o'clock at night when we were fairly lalmched out 
into the body of the ri"er. The canoe was above 
forty feet. in length; it was 1ll'opelied through the 
water by poles instead of paddles, and moved slowly 
and silently along. It was a clear and lovely night i 
the moon shone glor.ious "as a silver shield;" and 
reflecting t,he starry finnament on the unruflled surface 
of the water, the real concave of heaven, with it-s 
reDerion, seemed to form a perfect world. The scenery 
on the borders of the river appenred wild and striking, 
though not magnificent. In the delicious moonshine 
it wus far from uninteresting. The banks were lqw, 
and partially cm'(wed with stunted trees; but a slave­
factory and a fetish hut were the only buildings we 
observed on t.hem. vVe could not help admiring at 
some distance nllead of OlU' cauoe, when the ,'rindiugs 
of the river would permit, a noble and solitary palro­
tree, with its lofty branches bending over the water's 
edge; to us it was not unlike a majestical plume 
of feathers, nod(ting over the head of a beautiful 
lady. 

Proceeding about ten miles in a westerly direction, 
we suddenly turned up a. bl'anchjoining the river from 
the northward, passing on our left the village of Bawie, 
at which Captain Chl.llperton lauded. 'Ve SD.W ser:eral 
small islands, covered with rank gl'OSS, interspersed in 
different parts of the river. They arc inhabited. by 
myriads of frogs, whose noise is more hoarse nnd 
stunning than ever proceeded from any rookery in 
Christendom. As we went up the rivcr, our canoe­
lUen spoke to their priests, wbo were imisible to us, 
in a most sepulchral tone of voice, nnd were answered 
in the sallle unearthly and doleful mauner. These 
sounds formed oW'night'ssereonde. Notwithstanding 
the novelty of out' situation and the interest wo took 
in the objccts whioh sUl'l'ollllded us, I ,,·as overcome by 
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f!ltigue, find wrapping a flannel <L'ess round my person. 
foU fast asleep. 

Thursday, April Jsl.-The hard and uncomfort­
able couch whereon we hud reposed h\!~t night mflde 
our bodies quite sore; nnd occnsioned us to awake at 
t\ "ery early hour this morning. At six A.lI. we found 
ourselves still on the rivcr, flnel our canoe gliding 
nimost impcrceptibly nlong. From half a mile in 
widbh, and in many plnces much lUore, the riYer had 
nurrowed to o.bout twcnty paces; marine plants 
Hearly covered its surfnce, and marsh mill sma, loaded 
with ~other YllpOllfS of the Ulost deleterious quality, 
m:!ccnlled from ita borders like II thick cloud. Its 
smell wn~ peculiarly offeusiye. An hour afterwards 
wo 1\1'1"iYoll at tho extremity of the riYer, into which 
flowed a stream of cleul' Wt\tcr. H ere om- canoe was 
lh'nggcd o\'er t\ morass into So deep but llt\rroW rirulet, 
~ narrow, indeed, thz\t it wus bru:ely possible for onr 
('noDe to float, without being entnngled in the branches 
of ahundance of trees, which wcrt' shooting up out of 
the wflt~r. Shortly aftcl"wru:<is we found it to widen a 
little; the marillC'·plallt8 amI shrubs disappeared alto­
gether; Hnd tho boughs of beautiful trees which hung 
over t)\e banks oyershadowed us in their stead. forming 
IUl nrch-like canopy. im!1errious to the sun's rays. 
'rhe rivet' Hnd this lesser stream abound with alliga­
t CH"8 au\1 hipfK'llotanri: and ,,;Id ducks. and a vuriety 
of othel" l\quatic birds, resort to them in considerable 
qun.ntitics. Monkeys and parrots inhabit the branohes 
of the t rees, and make an nhomint\ble chattering and 
noise between them nU the day long. \Ve landed 
I\bout h,\lf-pft!lt t.~ ight in the rooming, iu the sight of n 
gTt:'o.t multitudc. that hUll as...~ruhled to gaze at us. 

PI, ...... in1! tlu'\)ugb a plnce where n hu'ge fair (H,­

mnr'kN i~ heM, and where many thousands of people 
had c\mgregatcll for tho plU-poses of trade, we entered 



'an extensive and romantic town called fVow, which 
is situated i.n 0. ,falley. The major llart. of the inha.­
bitants had never before bad an opportunity of seeing 
white men, so that their curiosity, as may be sup­
posed, was excessive. Two of the principal persons 
came out t.o meet us, preceded by men bearing large 
silk umbrellas, and another playing a horn, which 
produced such terrible sOlmds, that we gladly took 
refuge, as soon as we could, in the chief's house. 
The apartment into which we were introduced is 
furnished with a roof precisely like the roof of a 
common English bal'll, inYerted. In the middle of it, 
which reached to wit.hin a few inches of the floor, a 
large squaro hole had been made, to admit air and 
water to a shrub that was gt'ol\;ng directly under it. 
The most remarkaple, if not the only ornnment, in 
the rOOD), was a quantity of human ja.w-bones, hung 
up on the side of the wttll like a. string of onions. 
After 0. formal and most ceremonious introduction, we 
were liberally regaled with water from a calabash, 
which-is a coDlpliment the natives pay to all strnngel'S', 
and then showu into i\. very smail apartment. Here 
my brot.her endelwourcd to procure a little sleep, 
luwiug remained awnke last night; but we were so 
annoyed by perpetual interruptions and intrusions,.,.-t,he 
nring of muskets, the' garrulity of women, the un­
censing squall of children, the drunken potitions of 
men and boys, and 0. laugh (but it is quite out of my 
power to describe it--oue that approximates more to 
the nnture of a horse-laugh than anything I kno,v)­
so tbat it was fowtd impo..~ble to close ono's eyes. 

1'be market of this pInce is supplied nbundanUy 
with Illdinn com, llahu oil, &c.; together with (rona,­
and oilier articles brought hither from the borders of 
the desert of ZMl'hn, through the lllcdimn of t1l(~ 

* A \"<'gct!l.bloalktl.li. 
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wandering Arabs. By the regulations of the feHsh, 
neither a white wan nor a horse is permitted to sleep 
I\t \Yow during the night-season. Vite know not what 
is become of thc horses: they were to have preceded 
us to this placc by land, but arc not yet arrived. With 
respect to ourselves, we shall be obliged to walk to a 
neighbouring village, aud spend the night there. Our 
course to this town, through this creek, was N. by E., 
flond Badagry is distnnt from it about thirty miles, by 
the ronte we have come. 

A vlolent thunder-storm, which is called a tornado 
on the coast, "isited us this afternoon, and confined us 
to the" worst hut's worst room" till it had subsided 
and the weather becaOlo finer. At three P. M. we 
sallicd forth, and were presently saluted "d.th hootings, 
gronns, and IHlliooings, from a multitude of people of 
nU ages-from a ch.ild to i t6 grandmother, and they 
followed closo at our hecls as we went along, filling 
the ail' with their laughter nnd millery. A merry­
andrew at a country town in Enp:land, during the 
Wl.l.its\w holldays, noycr excited so great n. st-ir as did 
our departuro from \Yow this afternoon. But it is 
"fool's day." and some nllowanee ought to be made 
for tJu"t, no doubt. \Y c had not proceeded more than 
n. dozen puces from the outskirts of the town, when 
\\'c wera yisited by n. pelting shower, which wetted us 
to the skin in n. moment. A gutter or hollow. mis­
lU\Ulcd n. pathwuy. was soon oyerflowed; and we had 
to wode ill it up to our knees in "-ater, a.nd through a 
mo~t melancholy-looking forest. bofore we entered a. 
yillllge. It is etilled aptJli, and is about eight miles 
from \Yow. \Yo werc dripping wet on our arriyal, 
anu tho weathcr still continuing unpleasant, it was 
SOUle time before any ono mnde his Ilppcaranco to 
invito us into a hut. At length the chief came out 
to w(\lcomo us to his \'illngc, and immediately intro-
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auced us into a long narrow apartment, wherein we 
are to take up ow quarters for the night. h is built 
of clay, and is furnished with two apertw'es to admit 
light and air into the room. One end of it was 
occupied with a number of noisy gonts, whilst we took 
possession of the othel'. Pascoe and his 'wife are 
lying on mats at our feet: and a Toby Philpot, l\,tb 
his ruddy check and jug of ale, belonging to the chief, 
separate them from the goats. '1'he remainder of our 
people have nowhere to sleep. The wnlls of our 
apartment arc orlUl.lllcntcd with strings of dry, rattling 
human bones, written charms, 01' fetishes, sheep-skins, 
and bows and tl.J'I'ows. Vole did not repose near so 
comfort.ably as could have been desired, owing to the 
swarms of mosquitoes and black ants, which treated 
us I'ery despitefully till morning . 

.Friday, ApriI2d.-Between six and seven o'clock, 
A.ll., we continuea our route through woods and large 
open patches of growld, and nt· about eleyen in the 
forenoon, arrived at the borders of a deep glen, more 
wild, romantic, and pictw'esque than can be conceived. 
It is enclosed nud o"crbung on nil sides by trees of 
amazing height and tlimensions, which hid it in deep 
shadow. Fo.ucy might picture a. spot, so silent nnd 
solemn us this, as the abode of genii and fniries ; 
everything conducing to render it grand, me1auclfOly, 
n.nd venerable; and the glcn only wants an old 
dilnpidntod castle, a. rock with a. C!WC in it, 01' some­
thing of tho kind, to ronder it the most intoresting 
plnce ill the uni.verse. There was one beautiful sight, 
howover, which we would not omit mentioning for 
the WQl'ld; . it wns that of nn incrodible number of 
huttedlics, fiuttel'lllg about us like a swarm of bees; 
they had chosen this, no doubt, ns 0. ])lnce of I'efnge 
ngninst the fury of tho elemonts. They worG varie­
gated by the most brilliant t.iats and colourillgs 
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imaginable-the wings of some were of a shining 
green. edged and ~pl'iukled with gold i others were 
of sky-blue and silver; others of purple and gold 
delightfully blending into each othel'; and the wings 
of some wore liko dark silk \Tclvet, trimmed and 
brai.ded with Inca. 

'1'0 revert from insects to lUen: our followers formed 
n group n,t onco su.vnga and imposing. As they winded 
110wn tho paths of tho glcn, with their grotesque cloth­
ing and arms, bUll{llcs, and fierce black countenances, 
Lhoy might be mistakon for a strange ba.nd of ruffians 
of the most fearful ('hamcter. Besides our own, we 
had hired twenty ruen of AdooIe), to carry the luggage. 
ft~ thl'I'C nrc no heasts of burden in the country.'; 
Boing; nIl IlSsombIed n.t the bottom of the glen. we 
found that a loug aud dr..ngm·ous bog or swamp, filled 
with putrid water, rmd the lrIlecaying remains.of vege­
table ~ubstauccs, intersected our pH,th, sud must 
uccl'~sarily be crossed. Boughs of trees had been 
thrown into tho RWRmp by some good.uatured people 
to Mtli~t tmvcllcrs in the attempt, 80 that our men, 
furnishing themselves with long })01C5, which they 
\l~l~d as wl1lking·sticks, with much difficulty and 
excrtion succeeded )a getting over. and few'er ned· 
l11'nt!t occurred to them than could hlLle been supposed 
possible from the nature of the slough. For my own 
l'art. I W8:) to.ken on the back of (} large and powerful 
mOll of amazing strength. His bl'n\my shoulder:= 
~upplll'ted me without any uI'l'arcnt fatigue on his 
part; nnd he carried mc through hog and ,,~a.ter, and 
lH'('l' brnuch~>l of tl't:'os. no bigger than a mao's leg, 
T(,1ll1l'l'(,lt slippery with mud. in safety to the opposite 
side. ~\Jthough he walked. as fast Illid with as much 

.. Du"l ... n~ of nll kinds nrc innr1:\bl \" ('aniNi on the head 1,\' the 
~"I.l" vf ¥a.rrioo, and the lIativea o'f V1!.riOUI olher countries in 
\rn('3. 
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ease CIS his compo.llions, he did not Jay me down for 
twenty minutes, the s'lYnmp being, as nearly as we 
could guess, n full quarter of a mile in length. 'Vo 
then walked to a small village called B4sha; whence, 
without stopping, we continued our journey. nnd about 
four in the nfternoon, passed through anot.her yillnge. 
somcwhn,t larger tho..u the former, which is called S6ato. 
nerc we found oursch'cs so much exhausted with 
o"Ol'~fntiguo nnd wnnt of food, thnt we werc compelled 
to sit down and rest u. while; and here 

(( Nnkcd you~hs Imd p:untcd chiefs admiro 
Our speech, O\\r colour, nod our stro.ngo o.ttiro." 

But they nre a vory lillCQlU't.eous and clownish racc, 
and tensed us so much with their rudeness and begging 
propeI)sit,ies, that we were glad to bo rid of them by 
set.ting out. ngaill. Hnying passed two other swamps 
in the samo manuol' us wo had dono bofore, wo wero 
completely tired, nud could go no farther; for we bnd 
bceu walking nU <luy in nu intricate, miserable path, 
sometimcs o)...-posed t.o tho SUll, aud somot,imes thread~ 
iug our wily throl,gh a tnngled wood. It is now six 
o'clock in the ovening; our people 0.1'0 gono to tho 
noxt town to fotch tho horses which Adooloy promised 
should meet us yesterdllY; and my brother and I 
nrc rcsting by oUl'~el"cs uudor n grovo of trces. whieh 
is io the neighbombood of " body of stflgnnnt water, 
w~oreill wOlllon ure hflthillg 1l-11(1 custing sidelong 
glallces at us. It is u low. lllllrghy. aDd unwllolesome 
spot. zlnd it is extremely probable that we shull be 
obliged to 1:ih~op horo 011 tho grnss fill night; but. what 
can wc do? '1'be "illage, it is toruo. is not lllUllY miles 
a-heud, but then WG are ullIlbLe to wnlk. 

Satltl'd(~!I' .t1prilSrd.-'Ve hud mado fircs of dried 
wood nnd fallen 10lwes lost ovoning, "\ld hnd ])1'0-
parcd to rOlloso for tho night U1\£101' 1\ cnnopy of treol('l~ 



ARRIVAL AT DIDJlE . 49 

and wore, in fnot, nctunlly stretched at full length on 
the turf fot that purpose, whon we were agreeably 
surprised by tho arri,'al of fow' of our meD from the 
villago with hammocks; for though sleeping in the 
open air, with" heaven for one's canopy," in n. dark 
wood, and aU that, may be very pretty in descript.ion, 
rot iu reMity nothing can be more· disagreeable; for 
tho crowling of aut.s, black worms, &c. over one's 
face, disporses the most enchanting re,'orie. These 
haDllllocks were highly Mcepta.ble. and we were lifted 
into them with very gmteful feelings. It is pleasant. 
too, after n long day's journey on foot, to bo carried 
along so easily on one's back, to see parrots and 
other solemn birds perche(} on tho branches of vory 
tall trees, whilst the trees themselves seem capering 
",wax from one most tmrprisiugly ; as weli as to gaze 
on tho cheerful moon, and admire all the host of 
h(lanm . 

..l.fter a charming journey of eight or ten miles, we 
entered thc large and popwous town of Bidjje*, 
wherein Captain Pearce and Dr. orrison fell sick on 
the la~t expedition. About a quarter of a mile from 
the town we were met by a fellow with a cow's horn, 
who, chiming in with n. tnuupetcr that had accom~ 
l)ll.niod us frow 'Ymv, produced n. ha.rmony surpassing 
nll thnt .had preceded it. Two men followed the 
Bidjio Ulusiciau with wnbreUns of yo.riegated silk; 
au(l thus honoured and aseol·ted. we were set down. 
nmi.d::!t a crmnl of people. in the centre of the town. 
As usual. tho natiycs testified the wild delight they 
fdt at our Ylsit by clapping of hands and loud bursh 
of Inughtt.'r. Presently, at the noise of three or four 
drUlli~ . which was a signal that the chief was prepared 
to rccei\'o U!:i, the multitude quitted us simultaneously. 
auJ. rushl.!J to the spot whl.!ro. he WlIS sitting, and to 

.. Uno the tfllvdlcn tint (TOn CI"pperteu', route. 
YOLo t. E 
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hi s hu.bitn.tion , whioh is ndjoining ours. Lcd through 
0. number of yM'ds anel huts, ilthabited only by goats 
nnd sheep, which were tethered to posts, and 0. quaD· 
Lity of tame pigeons, wo porceived the object of our 
visit squl\ttiug on a looptll'd's skill uudol' a decent­
looking YOl'l\. ndo.h. ITo WflS SUlTOWldod by his dl'luu. 
m Ol'!! (IOel othol' disting ui shed 1)01'9009, who made 
room fOl' us whon wo drew nenr i but the chief nrose 
fiS 800n n.s ho SllW us, nnd beckoning to us to follow 
him, wo worO ushored through n. In.bJl'inth of low huts, 
and Blilliowol' doors, till fit IMt wo entered lhe inner­
Ulost t\l1(\I'tmont of tho wholo suite, and hOl'o we were 
"equoslecl to sit do,,"n nnel drink rum. Tho dool'8 we 
hnd Boon WOI'O ann'cd with figul'CS of men, which 
oxt\Ctly rosombled ocl'trl-iu rudo attollll)ts at portray­
ing tho humfUl body which mny st ill be obser\led in 
SO\'ol'tll ohl ohurohes fU\d clu'tpels in thowostof Engli\nd. 
r.J.'ho,ohi.of informed liS thltt wo woro at lihorty to <tuit 
Bi<ljio IlS 800n as tho hont of tho sun 8hould 11"'0 
somowhl\t. Ilhntcd i but l'l'ovions to our dOl>ftl'tUl'O he 
promised to totum Ou\' visit , 00 le(wing tho l>lace. 
h o followed lIS, though \vithont our knowledge ; but 
finding thot we wlllked ftlstel' tb(\ll ho, and thnt ho 
could uot kO(1) paco with us (for ho is a bulky mon), 
bo hostily doslmtched 0 messonger to inforlll us. that 
.kioO's il.lwnys wnl];: wit.h n slow nn(1 lUonslll'ed step. 
Ilud? that our stl!ides being long Illld vulgnr. ho would 
thank us to 105$on om' speed. and stop awhilo to 
ounblo him to como til) with us, whioh, of coursOl we 
agl'octl to with gl'eitt good-will, A fow minutes nftor 
this ho l'ollchod our houso, dl'essod in n tobe of g roen 
siUt doml\sk, YOl')' rich nnd showy, and n skull-cap 
nu\do of purplo 1\1\(\ crimson volvot. With the excep­
tion of alrings- of white bends, whioh oneircled his 
tWill S, ho \\$od no porsoUlll o\'llnmouts. 11~ l'elUl\IDCd 
chntting with us n lOllS' timo. 
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Mnny of the women of Bidjie have the :8esh on 
t heir foreheads r1sen in tho shape of marbles, and 
their cheeks similarly cut up and defonned. The 
lobos of theil' ears nre likewise pierced, and the holes 
madc surprisingly large, for the insortion of pieces of 
i\'oI'Y nnd wood into them, which is a prc¥aHing 
fashion with all ranks, 'Ye read the cbureh-sen;ce 
this morning, agreoably to our general custom, The 
nati,'cs, of whoso sooiety we have ne,'er been o,ble to 
rid ourselves, seemed to attach great awe and reve­
ronco to our form of worship, for wo had made them 
understand what we were going about, which induced 
thorn to ray a high degree of silent attention to the 
ceremony, and set at rest, for the time, that l>eculinr 
continuous laugh by which they nrc distinguished 
from their neighbours. In the afternoon, or as the 
natives express it, "when the sun }lad lost 11i8 
strength," wo departed from the town of Bfdjie. 
ltceompanied by its good-natured, happy govemor. 
Eln(ll'euchcd the banks of a rivuJr-t, calle(l Yow, in a 
\'ery few minutes. Butterflies were here more nume­
rOUS than can bo imagined; millions of them :8uttered 
round ns , ond literally hid from our sight ever;ytlting 
but their own vnriegnted and beautiful wings. 

lIerc, on the banks of the Yo,v, we took a Inst 
farowell of the affectionate old chief, who implored the 
.. Great GO\l ., to bless us; and as tho canoes in which 
we had embarked moyed from the spot, a loud. long 
luugh. with clapping of hands frolll the lower classes, 
c\'iuccd tho satisfaction they felt at having seen us, 
llnd their henrty wishes for our welfare. The Yow 
i'l au c:drclllcir un-rrow rlnilct. not morc than n few 
f ... 'et in breadth, Illld :8ows in a serpentine direction 
through a flnt country, eoyered with rushes and tall 
l'unk gl'n~, CrocOtliles are said to resort here ill 
g1't~tl.t numbers i the low bark or growl of these xapn-
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clous- arumats we bearo (listinctly, and almost close to 
us. After we bad been pushed along against t.he 
stream. by poles for five or six miles, between four 
and five o'clock in thc afternoon we landed at a. 
nnrrow creek, which ran n little way into a thick and 
gloomy forest. W c bad not proceeded more than 
two bunw'ed yards on the pathway, when we were 
met by a messenger from J enna, ""bo informed us 
that t.he' ovroers of all the horses in the town had 
rode out to welcome their chief, a-nd escort him to his 
residence, 50 that we should be obliged to \yalk the 
remainder of the way. A few minutes oIily had 
elapsed, however, from this time before "we descried 
a horse approaching-us ill the path. This was R 

goodly sight to us, who were already becoming wearied 
and sore "ith the exertions we. had made during the 
day, for we did not reflect a moment that. the animal 
might not, after ail, be for our use. However, we 
soou met, and the rider immediately declared that he 
Itnd left J enna purposely on our accoWlt. The 
horse's head was loaded with charms and fet.ishes, 
enveloped in pieces of red and blue cloth. His saddle 
was of H.1tus..~ manutnctw'e, and uncommonly neat; 
in t.I\e interior such an nrticle is used only'by the 
principal people) j and his bridle also was of curious 
workmanship. The horseman had an ext,ra,'ngnnt 
idca. of his own consequence, and seemed n. prodigious 
boaster. He wore nbuudnnce of clothing, most of 
which was superfluous j but it mnde him excessively 
vnin. H e informecl us that he had boon despatched 
by the King of J enna to meet us in the pn tb, and 
to escort us to the capital ; but undorstanding that 
Adooley had supplied us with horses, he did not COI1-

ceivo it necessary to send others. The messenger. 
h.owever, diSlllOlllltcd, and offered us llis horse; and 
my brother IIDd self agreed to ride him in turus. \Yo 



ARRrVAL AT LAATOO. 55 

thorofore iruntediately proceeded, and tra.versed a rich 
fluel varied country, abo\mdiug plentifully with 'wood 
and water. A fine red sand coyered the pathway! 
which we fonnd to be in much better condition than 
nny we bad bofore seen. Sometimes it winded through 
an open, levol troct of fine g rauing It\:nd j and then 
again it di\~erged through forests so thick a.nd deep, 
that thc light of the moon, which had arisen, was 
UlHlble to penetrate t he gloom, and we wore frequent,ly 
left in midnigh t da.rkness. It would require greater 
powors than we are in po...<:.Session of to give nn adequate 
description of tho magnificence, solemnity, and deso­
late roposo of tho awful solitudes through which we 
passed this evening. They were enlightened, how­
ewoI', at times by tho allpearance of glow-worms, which 
were so luminous, that one could nhuost see to read 
by thou' golden sillendour j and sometimes by the 
mooubeams, which trembled upon the leaTes and 
branches of the trees. A fragTance also was exhaled 
from the forest, more odoriferou"R than the pe.rfWlle 
of primroses or violets j and one might almost faney, 
when threading his woy through scenery which 
llorhaps cannot be sUlllassed for beauty in any pm 
of t.he worlJ, that he was approaching those eternal 
shades where, in ancient time, the souls of good men 
were supposed to wander. The woods rang with the 
song of insect~ anJ night-bi.rds, which saluted us with 
littlo lute1'1llL ion till about ten o'clock at night, when 
we entered Liialoo, a large &Od pleasant tmru. H ere 
we were informed that no house would be ofl'ered us, 
the fetish priests baying declared that tho moment a 
wbito mall should enter the dwellings of the inha­
bitants. they would be seized by their enemies and 
enslaved. ,Yo tHrivcd thirsty and exhausted, but for 
{\ long time could not procure cven a drop of water. 
Our teut lu\d been left ou the road for waut of carrielll, 
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u"nd we had made up our minds to rest under a tree, 
when about two hours aftel"lvards it was fortunately 
brought into the to""11. 'Ve :fixed it immediately; 
and having succeeded in procuring wood from the 
unkind inhabi mnts, we kindled a fire in front of it, 
and our people laid themselves in groups outside, 
whilst we entered, and attempted vainly to sleep. 

Monday, April 5tk- Before sunrise this morning 
we were all on the alert, and struck the tent 3t a very 
early hour. 'Ve then scnt the carners onward with the 
~nggage. Rnd hn.stily left tIle town after them, without 
bidding adieu eithe)! to the chief 01' any of his people, 
on account of their inhospitnlity, and in an hour's 
time renched the e)..'teusive and important town of 
Larro. On dismounting, we were first led to a. huge 
cleanly swept square, wherein is preserved the fetish 
of the place, which is the model of a canoe, haying 
three wooden figures with paddles in it. After wait­
ing in the shade for an hour, surrounded by an im­
mense multitude of people of all ages, the chief's 
approach was announced by tl general rush f'tom our 
CJ.uarters to the other end of the square, where he was 
walking. We went towards him, in order to pay him 
the accustomed salutation of shaking of ha.nds, &c.; 
but one of his followers. fancying that I kept his 
roaster's hand clasped in mine longer than the occa­
sion might warrant, looked fiercely in my face, and 
snatched away roy hand eagerly and roughly, without, 
howe"et:, uttering 0. word. I could base pulled the 
fellow's ears with the greatest good-will in the world, 
had not the fear of secret revenge deterred me. As 
it was, I smothered my rising choler, and with roy 
brother quietly followed the crnef to his principal hut, 
nuder whose v~randah we' were ser\'ed with goora.­
nut.s in a huge pewter platter. Presently the chief 
squatted himsolf down on a. hD.ll(isome rush mat of 
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nnti"e mnnufactm'c, and ,,~e were desired to sit by 
him on un elegunt Turkey carpot, which had becn laid 
bhol'o for tho purpose. He was rather fancifully 
dressed, and woro two tabes. that nearest the skin 
beiug of black silk Yeh-et, and the other of crimson 
\ulrct, lilled wi.th sursonet. His boots were of yellow 
lenther, neatly worked; nnd his wrists were loaded 
with bru('clets of sih'er and copper. The chief's 
counteuo.nce botrnyed much seriousness and solidity; 
tHld tho di,'erting laugh of his countrymen was super~ 
!'eded by n sober cheerfulness. Many of his ,vh~es 
Mt behind him ill lines-some of whom were of a 
bright coppcr colour i indeed, great numbers of the 
inhabitants of Larro htwo fuirer complexions than 
mulattoes. The ynrd of the hut was crrunmed full of 
ourious and inquisitive people, who stood with open 
mouth during the wholo of the audienco. The chief 
wished to imprcss strongly au oW' minds his own 
diguity Mtd power ; he said he was grcrllter than the 
GO\'eTllol' of Jeuuo, lUi'lSDluch nl::. the latter was a. 
8Iu\'0 to tho King of Katunga, but himself was a free 
mnn. TIc would givo us penuissioll to depart to­
Illon-ow. he continued i and in tho meantime would 
supply us with pro\-isions. The chief WliS as good as 
his word; for shortJy a.ftor wo had quitted the hut, 
we recei "cd n goo t and some yams ; and be returned 
our \"isit in the cool of the cycning. It appenrs tha.t 
it is uot his genoral practico to drink spirituous 
liquors in the p,'osence of his people, 0 1' it may be 
ngni.nst the law to do so : for hm-i.ng carefully e. .. ~c1uded 
all pr)ing eyes from. our dwelling, and ordered a. mat 
to bo hlmg o"c1' tho doorwll.Y. he oven then tumed his 
fllce to the wall, WheUCYCf he attempted to swallow 
th~ braudy we offered him. IIo remained ",-i.th u.s 
mthcr botter thnn an hour. \Ve h:wo forgottell to 
mention that, on our presenta.tion to the chief in the 
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morning. a cbapter from the Koran was repeated to 
him by a Mohammedan priest, to which both he and 
his people seemed to pay great respect and attention. 

Public schools nre established bere for the avowed 
l)ltrpose of teaching the rising generation the rudi· 
ments of the Mohammedan religion. 

A singular custom prevails in the tO~Il, of com­
pelling children at the breast to swallow a quantity of 
cold water from a calabash. An infant was nearly 
choked this afternoon by the inject.ion of more than a. 
pint of water. down its throat. "'hether mothers 
follow this custom for the purpose of curing children 
of any imaginary complaints, or, as is more probable, 
in the hope of rendering them less eager for their 
natural food, we have not ascertained. 

The inhabit-ants possess horses, asses, aud mules, 
though not in uny considerable numbers: they hayc, 
hOW6'f"el\-.great abundance of sheep and goa,ts, which 
nrc bred in the town; and their yards and huts arc 
the common place of resort, for these animals- indeed, 
they n1l\,y be said to grow up and live with the chil­
dren of their owners, We have been amusing our­
selves during the greater pru·t of to-day in 100kiug at 
the 1)laY£\I1 gambols of some yery handsome goats, 
which hnd strnyed into our abode j but the sheep-are 
Dot near so tame or frolicsome, repelling all our 
ndyunces towards a more familiar acquaint.ance by 
timidity aud ill-nature. ShrinlpS find fish, which are 
caught in the streams in tho vicinity of the tovm., arc 
daily o).1'oscd for sale i and the inhabitants appear to 
be in l)ossession of a great.er share of the necessnries 
ond comfort.s of life than their neighbonrs of the sen­
const. 

We have observed the country to be sensibly rising 
to-day i and agriculture "l'l>eSl'S to be conducted on no 
regular s,)"1ooo, which is an oyident proof of the act,iyc 
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nud industrious habits of the people. The gloomy 
raMncsscs and wildnesses of nature, such as we passed 
on the fu'St day or two of our journey from Badagry, 
uro less common ns we adyanee; and open glades, 
with plantations of bn.nanns, nnd fields of yams and 
Indian corn, all neatly fcnced, met our ,;e" from the 
path yeste~day nnd this morning. The inhabitnnts of 
Lano also exhibit greater cleanliness of person and 
tidiness of apparel than the tribes nenrer the sea. ; 
and importlmate beggal's have disappeared entirely. 

:My brother and I begin already to feel the relnxing 
influence of the climate; but. by the blessing of 
Ilea\'en, we hope that our progress through the 
country mny not yet be impeded by sickness. 

T/le,~a!l, Aprit 6Jh.- The Chief of Larro ro­
qucst(ld my brother this morning to repair a sword of 
his whi('h was broken. but the latter haring expressed 
his ignorance of the art. of cutlery, we were permitted 
to take our }cfwe. 

The sun had scarcely arisen aboye the horizon. and 
the mists of tho morning yet hung ul100 the hills, 
when we quitted the tOW11 of Lnrro, and pursued our 
journey on borsebuck. Three hOl'Seruon fI.·om J enna 
followed us on tbe pnth, and we were enlivened by 
tht:' wild jingling of their animals' bells, till we got 
within u mile of that town, whero we nlighted at a 
kinu of turu})ikc. and fired a. salute of two muskets. 
Here we were met by a puree! of fellows with horns, 
who blew on them lfith tho accustomed energy of the 
llutivcs: these men preceded us over n bridge. which 
is thrmnt acro~s a moot thot surrounds Jenna, into 
the contre of the town, where we again alighted, and 
nwrutl'd tho chief's plearure in an open shed. 'Ye 
hud uot b('cn scated muny seconds boforo an inunense 
~rowd of peopla PI'CSSW- in upon us 00 every side. 
subjecting us to the accustomed inconveniences of 
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want of air, strong umrholcsome smells, and a. con­
fused hubbub " tho,t defies description. Never werc 
people more eager to behold us. The little oues 
formed themselves into a ring close to the shed ; 
then followed those of maturer age; after them cnmc 
a still older class j and the last circle consisted of 
llcopJe ns tall as steeples, most of whom held infants 
in their anns. Altogether was formed a large amphi­
theatl'c of black woolly heads, and white teeth set in 
jetty faces; and although we felt rather annoyed a.t 
their innocent curiosity, and were obliged to wait a 
considerable time for the DOW chief, we could not 
help being highly diverted with the spectacle arolmd 
us. At length, to our great relief and joy, news was 
brought that ho was ready to receive us. Such is 
t.be etiquette here, that the longer a st.ranger is com· 
pelled to wait to be introduced, the greater is the 
honow- done hiro, and the higher is the rnnk of that. 
individual supposed to be who exacts this lIDplensant 
delay. ,Yo discovered the chief, or rather governor, 
sitting on a piece of leather, llllder a large verandah, 
at one end of a commodious, square ynrd. He wus 
clad in the pre"ailing finery of crimson vclvet t.obe 
and cap, both edged with gold lace. At his right 
hand sat his wives and women, and we were desired 
to place ourselves o~ his left. The women saug the 
praises of their master in a loud, llllpleasuut ,'oice, 
in which they were nssisted by the music (equally 
unhannonious) of drums, fifes, clo.riollct-a, and horus. 
On our wishing ilie ohief all t.he huppiness ill the 
world, those that had flocked into the yard after us, 
and overy oue neal' him, prostrated themselves on tho 
grolllld, and clapped their hands. GOOro·lluts werc 
presented us in wo.tel', and a profusion of compli­
ments passed on both sides; but tho dignity of the 
newly-mnde governor seemed to sit rather awkwardly 
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"VOIl hlm, for he wus shy and bashful IlS a maiden, 
nlHl reaUy appeared ngita.ted and afrnid of his white­
faced yisitants. Strange os it may seem, the patience 
of tho most patient people in the ,yorId was eom-
1,lctoly exhausted, as might be seen by their desert.ion 
of tho premises before we quitted them, notwith­
~t nn{tillg the few words that hlld passed between the 
chief nnd ourselves. The ceremony of introduction 
being over, we bade adieu to the chief, and haying 
, i~itcd the graNe of Dr. Morrison in ow' way, repaired 
to a hut which bad been got ready for our reception. 

'Phe former governor of J enna., who it will be 
I'eeollected treated the gentlemen composing the last 
mission so handsomely, died about -fifteen months 
i\go, and tho King of Yarriba chose one of the 
mennest of his sla,res ns his successor. This is nn 
iU\'l\l'iable rule with the sovereigns of that country of 
which J enoo. is a province, for they fear that, its dis­
tOllCC from the capital being very great, a person of 
higher rank, if possessed of true-nes and spirit, could 
~nsily influence the nath'es to throw off the yoke, 
ond <leduc thow:sclyos independent of Yarriba. The 
llrc.sont governor is a muss(\. man, and was raised 
to the dignity he now holds, in nJ.l probability, on 
account of his childish simplioity and artlessness, for 
a }101"&00 with a countenance more indicatiye of inno­
ccnce, nud perha.ps stupidity also, we never recollect 
to hon~' seen. The qua.litics of bis heart, however, 
nt'e said to bo excellen t, and his manners are mild 
amI. o.mio.ble. lie had been twelve months in coming 
from Kn.tlmga to this place) being under the necessity 
of stopping at every town botween J enna and his 
~l\pital to rccciyc the appll\\Uies and congratulations 
of th~ inhabitt\uts, and to join in their festivities nnd 
l\tulliScrucnts. lIe did not make his entry hero till 
)'cstorUuy, 
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Showers arc becoming heavier and fall more fre~ 
quently than they did; and the rainy season may 
fairly be said 10 ha:ve commenced. The thermometer 
fell suddenly to-day from 94° to 78°, and remained 
stationary there for the wbole of the afternoon. 

The chief sent us this evening 11 goat, and yams, 
milk, and honey. 

lVedllesday, ApriI7tJt.-'Ve carried a present to 
the governor this morning. which he received ,,;th 
every mark of satisfaction and gratitude; but he 
declared with sorrow that he should be obliged to 
send some of it to the King of Katunga, who ,t"ould 
not let him wear red cloth till he had been a longer 
time established in his new situation. 

It is rela.ted in Captain Clapperton's journal, that 
one of old Pascoe's wives eloped from him in Katunga 
whilst he was asleep, taking with her the trinkets 
J\frs. Belzoni had given him, and that she was never 
nfterwaros lleard of. This woman had the effrontery 
to introduce herself into our house to~d(l.y with au 
infant, whereof she asserted with warmth that Pascoe 
was the father, and that she was determined to lea\'e 
it upon his hands. She had prevailed upon a number 
of Uil.ussa females to accoml)(luy her, that they might 
endeavour to induce her quondam husband, who is a. 
countl'yman of theirs, to receivo the ohild, and make 
up the breach between them i but the infant not 
being mOl'e than niue, or at most twelve months old, 
anel throe or fow' years hnvil1g elapsed since the 
elopement toQk place, we were convinced, indepen~ 
dently of the age and infirmities of Pascoe, that it 
could by no rule or law be his. Accordingly, not­
withstanding the uproar occasioned by the women's 
tongues, (which is no smail mutter in any part of 
the world,) the mother with her spurious offspring, 
and the Indies that caIDC to aid Ilnd abet h~r im:po-
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sition, were turned out of the yard without any cere· 
mony. to tbe great relief of Pascoe and his present 
rib, who felt rather uncomfortable whilst the pru1:l.Yer 
was carrying on. 

'rhe fetish priest of the town came dancing into 
our hut this afternoon, looking exceedingly wild, and 
roaring as if possessed of all m~il spirit. ' Ve paid 
little Mteotion to the fellow's fooleries, who, not 
liking his reception, left the hut, nfter we had given 
him the accustomed' fee of a few cowries. The man's 
person and elrcss, together with its whimsical orna· 
monts, were n<lmirably fitted to impose on the cre· 
dulity and superstition of tho inhn.bitants, although 
mlluy of tho townspeople, influenced perhaps by the 
Sl)roadiog doetdoes of Mahomet, spoke their minds 
pretty ft' ely, cnlling him a scoWldrel and a deviL 
Thero wns something peculiar ill the priest's coun· 
tonance thn.t we could not dofino. On his shoulders 
ho bore n. Itll'ge club, COd'\'cd at one end with the 
figure of a mtlJl's head. A WIst nt'mbol' of strings of 
cowries were suspended on this weapon, which were 
intermixed with bells. broken cowbs, small pieces of 
wood with rudo imitations of men's faces cut on 
thorn. largo sca·shells, bits of iron and brass, nut­
sh~lls, &0. t.\:.c. Pcxhaps tho number of cowries on 
his person did not fall far short of tw'enty thousand j 

and tho woight of his yo.rious ornaments almost 
pressed him to the ground. After this fellow had left 
our aptlrtment, three or four others ca.mc to torment 
us with dntms, whistlcs, Ilnd horns, and began and 
ended the c.,·c.ning's serenade to their own infinite 
delight and satisfaction. The native drum answcrs 
th~ }lU1'pos(, of l\ tambourine and bngpipe as well, and 
is of peculiar formation. Its top is encircled with 
little brass lleUs, and is played upou with one ho.nd, 
whilit tho fingors of the othor are employed at the 
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same time in tapping on -its surface. The instrument 
itseJf is held under the left arm, but instead of an 
outer wooden case, strings alone arc used from end 
to end, which being pressed against the musician's 
side, sounds somewhat similar to those of a Scotch 
bagpipe, but very inferior, nrc produced. The drum­
mers, with their compn.nions of the horns and whistles, 
subsist entirely on tho charity of the public, who 
require their services on all occasions of general 
merriment and jollity. 

Thursday, April Sth.-The t\VO messttngers ilia,t 
arrived at Badagry whilst we were there, and stated 
that they bad been employed for the purpose by the 
Governor of J enna, were this morning discol"ercd to 
be impostors, and put in irons accordingly. But as 
the poor fellows had reilly been of essential service 
to us, inasmuch as by their representations they pre. 
"4iled upon Adooley to give llS 113£1.\-13 to proceed on 
our journey much sooner than we ourselyes could 
have done, we thought propel' to intercede in their 
behnlf, and olthough they were to have been sold I1S 

a. punishment for their deception, they are now set 
at liberty_ 1.'he person also that· met us with n. horse 
nfter crossing the river Yow, near Bl'djie, proceeded 
thither on his own account, without the knowl~dgc 
or consent of the goyernor; but as he is a FnJatnh, 
ond a respectable man, little has been said or done 
about that matter, The' only motive which could 
bll.YC influen.ced these three. men in their projeet-s of 
assisting us, had bcen without doubt the o.:t.pectnt.ion 
of receiying a. trifling remlmeration, and of this, not­
withstanding nn injunction to the contrary. from tho 
governor, we ba'\"e not diso.ppoilltcd them. Their 
sonlcos were well-timed and very acceptable, and 
amply dcsern~d a few neeelles and scissors . 

. "'0 'Were witnesses this morning to a specimen of 
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unLi,'c tumbling and dancing, with the usual accom­
puniments of vocal and instrumental music. By far 
tho roost diverting part of the entertainment was the 
dancing i but even this did not at aU answer the 
os.pectations we had formed of it. The performers 
wore liberally supplied with country beer, and, like 
most amusements of the kind. they ended this Witll 
wrnugling and intoxication. 'rhe fellows that accom­
punied us as guides from Bndagry, who in their na.tive 
plnce would sell their birthright for n. glass of rum, 
luwe now washed themselves and thro\\"U aside th&ir 
rngs, apllenring at ull public places in borro,yed finery. 
'l'hey now never lcayo their habitations without 
Adoolcy's sword, which they lHwe with them, nnd 
t\ host of followers. This morning they attended the 
celebration of the games, in showy apparel, with silk 
urubroUI\s held over their heads; and, amongst other 
nrtid\}~ of dress, the pl1inci~al of them wore an 
immense drab-coloured quaker s hat, of the coarsest 
qUDlity. They will scarcely deign to speak to n }'001" 
mUI\. 

\\r c learn with rogret that all the horses of the 
h\te govoruor of Janna. were interred, according to 
oustom, with the corpse of their lUuster i and we 
begin to be apprchenswe that we shull be obliged to 
Wt\lk the whole of the way to Katunga, as the prescnt 
ruler is not the owner of a single beaM of burden. 
'Ihis piece of ill Dews wns carefully withheld from us 
till t\fter the presents had uU beeu duly delivered to 
tIl\:' goycruor and his heud lUell; but the la.tter alone 
art:' to blnme in thi::l instance. Ma.tters being in this 
\1nplea~l\nt state. we h.we sent a messenger to the 
chief of L:llTO to inform him of the circumstance. 
tUul eutreut him to redeem his promise of lending us 
" hor~e or Il mule; nnd another to Adooley, requestiug 
him to despatch immediately one of our horses at 
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least from Badag.·y, for that we had found it impos­
sible to do without him. But whether the la.tter will 
accede t.o it or not remains to be seen. ··We.do not 
think that he will: and yet we cnn hardly imagine hc 
will ca .... y his chicanery so far, because he mmt fear 
tha.t the variety of orders we have given him to 
receive valuable presents from England will never be 
honoured by our ·countrymen, if he refuses to fulfil his 
enga.gements to us. 

This evening a corpse was inten'cd at a short 
dist-ance from our dwelling/ and the friends of the 
dcccu.sed have been employed more than an hour in 
bewailing thcir loss. The low, plnint.ive noise they 
make sounds dolefully in our hut, and it has a very 
sorrowful a.nd depressing effect on our spirits. 

'Ve have been pretty busily engaged during the 
whole of the aft.crnoon in writing letters :lond despatches 
for England, They will be forwarded by Adooley 
as soon as possible to Cape Const Castle. The 
!B1.fd.igl'io..u guides and Ct\l"l"iers will return home to­
morrow, to our vcry great relief, for they have been 
n. constant trouble, and have h(l.rassed u.s froUl 
morning till night. 

Friday, Aprl'l DOI.-Since the demise of the 100te 
go,"ornor, it is calculated that Jeuua. has lost more 
than five hundred of its population, chiefly by Wars. 
intestine broils, &c., and for 'Waut of a ruler. It 
-must not be ima.gined, howeyer. that because the 
lleople of this eountry are almost llel'petuolly engaged 
III conflicts with their neighbours, the slaughter of 
human beings is therefore yery grent. They pursue 
war, ns it is called/ plll·tly as an amusement, or to 
H keep their hands in it;" a.nd pu:rtly to benefit them­
solves by tho cnptm'e of slaves. As we wero sailing 
down the const, we were told thnt the nntives of 
Cape La Hoo and Jack-a-Jack had been ,\'(wl'ing for 
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throe ycars pTeviously, and W01'O still at ,'arin.nco, but. 
llllring thnt long voriod, only one single decrepit 
old woman, who found it no easy matter to run as fast 
os her countrymen, was left behind, and became the 
Bolita.ry yictim of n hundred engagemonts. Much 
after the saU10 fashion aTO tho bloodless wars of 
Jonna. Success depends much more on the cunning 
and address of the parties, than on any extraordinary 
displn.y of intrepidity; and Ih-ing, not dead, subjects 
0.1'0 sought after, so that it is their i"teresl to avoid 
hard blows, and onrieh themselves by the sale of their 
prisoners. Perhaps the extraordinary decrease in 
tho population of J enna has arisen from the desertion 
of slaves. who embmco the opportunity, whilst their 
masters nro from home ongaged in predatory oxenI'· 
sions. of running away; anel thus the latter frequently 
bccoll1() IOilors. imitead of gainers, by their unnatural 
passion for stealing their fdlow-creatw-es. The indi· 
"iduals ca.ptured nrc sent to tho coast, and the chiefs 
of those unsettled and barba.rous tribes that inhabit 
iL arc npl)ointed agents to regulate the sole of them. 
for which they receive half the profits. 

Lato in the e"(Hung, the young Fo.t1'l.tah mentioned 
in yesterday's journal, pa.id us a visit, and offered his 
horso for snle. lie is a Mohammedau priest, Ilnd was 
Ilccolllpanioo hy 0 couutrj'1nau of the same persuasion; 
but tH~ithcr of the- holy men appeared, in their deal. 
ing, to understand the wenning of truth or justice. 
'1'he me-l'chnnt implored us not to tell his father, who 
W,ts the reul own.er of the horse, that he sold bim for 
Ill\)rc money than he had recoived j and ill this request 
he was second d by his mora ,lcDerablo friend. 
b ..... cfiU::>e. he ~nid. he ,ytl-uted 0. sluall sum for his pri. 
,·!\te use. which he knew his parent would refuse him. 
'l'he word ... w('re hardly out of their mouths before the 
two Mussulmcn publicly wcnt through their ablutions 
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in frout of our house, whore, tUrtling their faees to 
tho cust, they soomed to pray vory devoutly to the 
founder of their fltilL. When this was concluded, 
thoy sang liS o,n AI'abic hymn with very great solem­
nity, CLUJ the wholo had an immediate and wonderful 
effoct on tho foolings of lUnn)' of theil' followers in 
tho yanl, who, mistn.king loudnoss of \'oice for fervour, 
l\lld hypocritical seriousness for l)iety. made the two 
wOl'shipp0l1S t\ proscnt of mono)" '1'10 FuHHllhs (tre 
supposed to bo spies from Socco.too; but, :llthough 
thill is i1 vcry pl'o\'uJent opinion, DO mensurcs what­
over bONO yot, been h\ken eitber to watch their 
mot.ions, 01' question them as to thoir intentions. 

'l'ho womon of J6uua employ themselves genertilly 
either in spinning cot.ton, 01' prepu rin~ Indiuu corn 
for food, Much of the formor matoriaJ grows in tho 
vioinity of tho town, but tho oulti\'lttioll of the plant 
is not, c!tl'l'ied on with the spirit it descrves, Silk, 
which is bl'ought ovcl.'lnnd from 'l'ripoli, tho inhabit­
a.nts somo! bllCS iutorwoaYo in thoir cotton garUlcnts i 
bnt I:lUch, boing "or), (lxpcllsi\'o, aro only woru by 
tho higher OlliSS of pooplo. 'l' hcy havo uuuuduuce of 
bullouks, })igs, gonts, shOQp, and poultry, bnt t.hey 
profer vogottlblc food to aniInol; thoir diot, indeed, 
IS whn.t wo should torm 1)001' find wn,tory, consisting 
chiofly of l)l'OPU\'!ltioliS of the YiIlU und of I ndhm corn) 
notwi thshU\(ling "'hi0.1I a st.rongor Or morc t1thletio 
l'l\OC of IJooplo is uowhore to bo mot. ,rith, Burdens 
witll tll OlH. lUi with thQ natives of muny PUl't.s of tho 
continont, al'O itw\\l'lubly eunied on t.ho hCII(l] which, 
.i t, is mol'O than likely, occllsiollS thnt dignified upt'i¥ht­
ness of form and stntcli.Mss of w\llk so of ton spoken 
of by lhose ncq\\uiutcd with tho plc\\shlg pc(mliaritics 
of the Africifl\ fomale, fr ho weight of a fo\\~hel' 
tll. berlH) on t,hc belHl, in 1)1'Ofo1'onoo to it.s bOlug 
(}!H'l'k'd in tJlO 111Uld j t\,ll(l it not uufrcqnenUy l'oq\lil'l)~ 
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tho united st rength of three men to lift a caia-bash 
of goods from the ground to tbe shoulder of ODe: and 
thon, and not till theu, does the amazing strength 
of the African n.pp-car. The greater part of the 
inlmbLtants of Jenna have the hail' of their head and 
their eyebrows shaven, but the governor's ministers 
.and SCr\'onts wear tJlCir hair in the shape of a. horse­
~hoo, as a mark of distinction. It is confined to the 
crOWJl of the head by ht.rge daubs of indigo, and, llone 
of the people presuming to imitate it, answors the 
pmpose of a liyery. 

Saturday, April lOt/I.-The earliest part of this 
rooming was obscured by a mist or haze, which was 
as thick Md at least as unwholesome as a London 
fog in NoY(~mber; but between nino and ten o'clock 
it dispersed, and tho sun shone out with uncommon 

. lustr~. rl'hc but which we occupy is in a large square 
yard. find is the property of the late go,'ernor's prin­
cipnl wife, whose story is rnther romantic. Each of 
its sides was formed by huts, w1.ieb had ill at one 
time been inhabited: but, 3. fire haying broken out 
in onc of them by some accident, the greater part 
porished. A few huts only are 11.t present standing, 
togt)ther with blaek naked walls, and stakes which 
supported the verandahs, the la.tter reduced to char­
conI. The tenantablo buiidings arc inhabited by the 
fewluo slaves of tho owner of tho square and our­
seht)s. It is the custom here, when a governor dies. 
for two of his fa.yomitc wiycs to quit the world on 
tho 81.\lllC do,y, in order that he may have a. little 
pleu<!-lUlt. socilli company in a. future state; but the 
late governor's devoted wives had no ambition or 
incliuutiotl to foUow th~ir venerablo husband to tho 
gmY~. !lud. went nnd hid themselves before the funeral 
ceremonies were pct1'ot,ncJ, and have remained COll­

eCl\l~ (',ICl' siuce with the remnindcr of his womeD. 
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To-day, however, one of these unfortlmates,- she to 
whom our house bclongs,-was discovered in her 
hiding.place at t,he present governor's, and the alter­
natiye of n. poisoned chalice, or to haNe her head 
broken by the club of the fetish-priest, was offered 
her, She has chosen the former mode of dying, as 
being the less terrible of the two, and has como t() 
our yard to spend her last hours in the society of her 
faithful sla"es. These address their mistress by the 
endearing llODle of mother. Poor oreatures! as soon 
n.s they learnt her misfortune, they dropped their 
spinning; the grinding of corn was also relinfJuished ; 
their sheep. goats, and poultry were suffered to roam 
at large without rest,raint j and they abandoned them­
selves to the most excessive, mO$t poignant grief; 
but now the arrival of their mistress has added, if 
possible, to their aJlliction. There is not to be found 
in the world, perhaps, an object more truly sorrowful 
than a lonely, defenceless woman in teal'S; find on 
snch an occasion as this, it may easily be conceh'ed, 
the distress is more peculiarly cutting. A heart that 
could not be touched nt a scene of this natnre must 
be unfeeling indeed. Females have been coming all 
day to condole with the old lady. and to weep ,dth 
her; SO that we hayc heard and seen not.h.inVut 
sobbing and crying from morning till the setting of 
the sun. The principnllUales in the to'\\'ll have like­
wise been here to pay their last respects to their 
mistress; and so bas hcl' grnye·digger, who has just 
riscn from prostrat,jug himself on t.ho grouml before 
bel'. Notwithstanding the representations and remon· 
strances of tbe priest, nnd the prayers of the yonernble 
victim "to her gods for fortitude to undergo the dread­
ful ordeal, her resolution has forsaken her more than 
once. She has eutel'cd our yard twice to e:-.:pirc in 
the arms of her women, tll1d twice has s4e laid aside 
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tho fatal poison, in order to toke another walk, and 
gaze once more on the splendour of the sun and the 
glory of the heavens, for she cnnnot bear the idea of 
losing sight of them for over. She is still restless 
u.nd uneasy, and would gladly rUll a.wny from Death, 
if she durst, for tbat imn.ginary being a.ppears to her 
in a moro terrible light tha.n our pictures represent 
lliru, with his shadowy form and fatal dart. Die she 
must, and she knows it j nevertheless she will tena.­
ciously cling to life till the very last moment. Mean­
whae her grave is preparing, and preparations are 
making for n. wake at her funcrnl. She is to be 
bnried hore in one of her own huts. the moment a.fter 
thl) !:'pirit has quitted the body; which will be ascer­
tuincJ. by striking the ground nenr which it ma.y be 
lying nt tho time, when, if no motion or struggle 
ensues. the old woman will be considered as dead. 
'fhe po.ison used 'by the natives on this occasion 
destroys life. it is said, in fifteen minutes. 

The reason of our not meeting ~\'ith a. better recep· 
tion at Lantoo when we slept there, was the want of 
a chief to that town, the last having followed the old 
go\'ernor of Je.UUll to the eternal shades, for he was 
hi::; ~lt\\'c. \Yidows arc burnt in Indilt, just as they 
nrc poisoned or duhhed here; but ill the formor 
cow.l.lry. I boli(}\'c, no ma.le victims are destroyed on 
<:\1("h occasions. The Qrigill of this abominable cu$· 
tom is undorstood to ha,'o ariscn from a drend ou the 
pnrt of the chiefs of tho cOlWtry in olden time, that 
their l)rincipal wlyes, who alone were in po..~ession of 
their eoufidence. and knew where their money was 
concealed, lllight sccretly attempt their Hfe. in order 
at once to establish their own frccdom, and become 
1'0A~c~~e{l of the property. That ftu' from haying any 
lllotin.'~ to destroy her husballll. a woman might, 
Oll the con%1'Ill'Y, have !l. strong inducement to cherish 
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him ns long as possiUlo, the existence of the wife wns 
mndo to depend cntirely on that of hor lord j and this 
custom has been hnnded clowu from father to son 
eyon to the })l'osenL time. But why men also, who 
can have no interest to gn.in on 'the death of their 
pl·inco, should bo obliged to conform to th.e same rite, 
is not nenr so cosily nccountcd foI'. Tho present 
governor of J6nno. must of necessity go down to the 
gravo on tho first intelligence of tho demise of the 
king of Ynrribn; and 0.9 that monarch is a vcry aged 
man, tho situntiou of tho fonnel' is not the roost 
enviable in tho w01'1<L 

Proyious to hoI' swallowing tile poison, tho favourite 
'wifo of 0. deceased ollief or ruler destroys, privately, 
nJl tho wealth, or rather moneYr of her former partner". 
in ordor that it ml)Y not fall into tho lumde of his 
aUCCCSfU)r. The so.mo eUBtom is obscrved at Baclagry 
alao; ond i\lthough tho king's SOll may bo of ag.G 
n,t tho 1'o1'io.(1 of his fu.ther's denth, he inherits h is 
authority and iufluenco ouly. lie is left to his own 
sagacity rrod exertions to procure wealth, which can 
seldom be obtained without l"npino, ons.hweme.nt, and 
bloodshed. 

"'hODO\'Cl' 0. town is (lopl'i\'cd of its chief, the 
inhabitants llOknowlcdgo no l~w-nlU\rchy,. troublcSy 
a.nd confusion immediately pt'cYnil, nnd till l\ successor 
is n.ppointed) aU li'Loom is at an end. The stroup 
opprcss tho wouk, unt1 COllSUlUlUnte 0\'(1)' species of 
orilllo~ without being aIDcnn.ble to any tribuunl fOt' 
thoir notions. Pl'ivt\to pl'opor~y is no long<u' respected 
(Hu1 thus boforo n l)QI'Soll arrivos to curb its licoutio\ls­
naas, no town is not nnfl'oquontly reduced fl'om it 

-oourishing state of l)l'OSpol'ity and ofho.ppinoss, to aU 
tho bO\'l'ors of desoh\ tion. 

Sunday, April lltli.-This boing :E)t\Stol'-day, wo 
hnvo devoted H cxolusiyoly to t'oligio\lS IH\~posos. Tho 



73 

1ll(lSBongGl' wbom we sent to Bndagry for our horso is 
not yet returned, although he promised to be back in 
four dllYs from the time of his departure. He has 
exceeded the giYcn time by f\ whole clay: and as the 
man is a un-live of Bad.1gry, we ha.ve given up oJl 
hopes .of again seeing either 111m, or the horse, or the 
message-sword we lent bim 0.8 flo token that be hat 
hoen sont by us. 'Vo have received positive assur­
ances tho.t lcfwc will be granted us to depart bence 
on Tuesday next i but as we hlwe one horse only, we 
I:IhnU be obliged to tnko it in turns to ride, or procure 
flo lUl>mmock, which will be 0. difficult thing to get, and 
vory c:I.-poHsiyo. 

'1'ho ohi queen-dowager, like Prior's thief, 

u On.~n takea Icav\), but seems loth to dCp3rl;" 

I\lthoug h llC'l' Joom is inevitably sealed, she bas been 
more cheerful to-day than yesterday, nnd seems deter­
ulined to spin out her thread of life to its utmost limit. 
Spies norc now set over her, and she is not permitted 
to go out of the yard . 

.J/oudoy, J pril12t11.-NoLhing dcsoningparticular 
notice has occurred to-clay. 'Ve hayc had the cus­
tomary visit to our yn.rd of a line of women, who 
COlliO every morning, wi.th r ueful countenances a.nel 
streaming eyes, to hlment tho o.ppronehing death of 
the old widow. They weep, they beat their breasts 
fmd tear their hu.ix, they mOlm, and exhibit all manner 
of violent aftl.iction at the expected deprivation. Per­
haps thQir sorrow is si.ncere, perhaps it is feigned. 
At aU events, their transports are ungoverned and 
outrageous: tho first woman in the line begins the 
cl'y. and is illst.untlyfoHowed by tho other voices; tho 
opening notes of the lamentation fire rather low and 
l\lomnful, tho last wild nnd piercing. 

The principal peoplo of tho place, fin.ding tho old 



JENX.A. 

lady still obstinately bent on deferring her exit, have 
sent a messenger to her native village to make known 
to her relatives that, should she make her escape, 
they will take all of them into slavery, and burn their 
town to ashes, in conformity to an established and 
very ancient In.w. They would therefore strongly 
advise the relatives of the old woman, for their own 
sakes, and for the sa.ke of the public, to use aU their 
endcosours to prevail upon her to meet her fate 
honourably and with fortitude. A deputation is 
expected from t.he village to-IUorrow, wben, no doubt, 
after a good deal of crying and condoling, and talking 
and persuading, the matter will e"entually he decided 
against the old lady. It is understood that she hus 
bribed a few of the most opulent and influential 
inhabitants of Jenno, with large sums of money, to 
induce them to overlook her dereliction-from the path 
of duty, and that by their representations she bus 
obtained the tacit consent ot the King of Katunga to 
live out the full term of her natural life. But the 
people for lUuny miles round, horror·struck at such 
impiety and con~empt for ancient customs, htwe risen 
to enforce the laws of the country against her. 

CHAPTER III. 
Tornado--Dcpilrturc from Jc!unn- TiJo JouroQy ioto tho Interior 

continued through v:nious Towns and Vil!:lges-lllneu of tho 
'r rnvellers-Boboo, tllo fonnor Capital of Yanib;J,- Arlh-u.l at 
KntuDga. 

Tuesday. ApriI13tlt.-Lnst night we were visited 
by oue of those terrific thundel'-storms which n.re so 
pnwalont in these latitudes. Our thatched hut 
nfl"ol-dcd but nn msecw'o o..nd uncertain asylum ngainst 
its fury; pnrt of t.he roof wus swept n,way. and the 
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ruin admi tted freely upon our beds, whence the most 
ft\\+ful lightning-flushes could be seen, making, as 
:,Milton says, " the darkness visible." It seemed as 
if the Genius of the S torm was driving through the 
murky clouds in his chariot of nre, to awaken the 
slumbering creation and make -them feel nnd ncknow­
lc-dgc his l)owor. It is indcc(l a grand lesson to 
human pride, to contemplate the terrors of a tornado 
through the trembling walls nnd roof of a. gloomy, 
ililapidated hut in Africa. In civilised conntries, 
\\ ben mon are "isited by an awful calamity of this 
kind, thc distinctions of rank are levelled, and 
nluubors Hock together for the purpose of keeping 
cnch othor in couutenance, a.nd strengthening each 
other's nenes; but here n.ll is unk,ed, lonely, and 
d08010.tc. 

,y c pnsseu the night, as Dlay be supposed, unCOOl­

fortnbly cnougll, The roof of our dwelling had long 
been infested wi.th numbers of mt.s and mice, and 
the:3e Ye1'win being dislodged f1'om their ha.unts by 
the violence of the ,,-ind and rain, sought immedia:te 
shclter between our be<l'clothcs, and to this very 
sorious inconvenience was added another still greater, 
viz.. tho company of lizards, ants, and mosquitoes, 
besides worms nuu centipedes, nnd other crawling, 
crocping, and noxious things, whieh the tempest 
s('ctUed to renovate with fresh life and motion. .After 
a long. long night, tho morning at length appeared, 
lilld th torrors of the storm were forgotton. 

Not long after slUlrisc, two fresh legions of wowen 
entered our ytU'd to mOurn with their old mistress, 
aud the shricks and In.mcnta.tioDS of these yisitcr3 
W\~I'e more violent than nuy of their preclecessors. It 
mnde us 8huddcr to hear thew. The piercing cries 
tho.t n~:3nih.'<l the ears of Telemachus at his entrauce 
into the iufcmru regions were not mo1'c dolorous or 
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fealful. Their eyes were red with weeping, their 
hands were clasped ou the crown of the head, their 
hair was in frightful disorder, aud two channels of 
tears were plainly seen flowing down over the naked 
bosom of each of the women. In this maliner they 
passed before the t.hreshold of our hut, in two close 
lines, and in t·his mnnner we obserycd t.hem bend the 
knee to the venern..ble matron without uttering a word. 
They then rose and departed. and we could hear their 
cries long after they had been out of sight. 

Matters were arranged for our departure in good 
t.ime this morning. nnd after breakfnst we went to pay 
0111' last respects to the good goyernor. Of course we 
were obliged to wait a tiresome length of time outside 
his residence before admittance could be obtained, but 
when the doors were opened. the band that was in 
a.ttendanco inside played a native tune as no token of 
welcome. ' ·Ve observed a greater number of drummers 
assembled than on any former occn.sion. Some of 
their instJ'uments were something in the shape of a 
cone, and profusely ornamented with plat.es and 
figm·eg of brass. On one of theso were represented 
the busts of two men, with a tortoise in the act of 
ca.ting out of the mouth of one of them, The tortoise 
had a cock by its side, nnd two dogs standing as 
guardians of the whole. These figuros wereall 
ingeniously ca.fVe<l iu solid brass. Doth ends of the 
larger drums were 1'lnyed on with the palms of tho 
hand; hundreds of little brass lJells were slls) ended 
round their edges for ornament rathor than use, for 
b~ing without cla}'pel's they eoulel produce no sound. 
The common nat.ive drum is beaten ou ouo of its ends 
only, aod with a stick shaRed like a bow. 

After a. lit.tle convorsn.tion, the chief and his prin­
cipal l,eople shook us fl.fl·cctionately by tho hand, 
nnd wished us every blessing; aud as soon noS we got 
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outside the yard we mounted our horses and rode out 
of the town. The chief of Lana had broken his 
promise, but we were fortunate enough to meet with 
nud purohase anotber horse this morning. so that we 
cared little about it. Our pathway led through (\ 
chnmpaign country, partially wooded i and, after n 
pleasant ride of three quarters of an hour, we entered 
tho small villagc of Bidjie, * nere our carriers 
uropped their lands, nor could they be induced to 
resume them by the most pressing solicitations. Nor 
would the ,illagers, as their duty roquircd, take them 
up; but when we begged them to do so, laughed 
at \l~, so that here we are compelled to remain till 
to·morrow. This is very provoking; and such is 
the tirc80me mode of tra\·cl)ing through this country. 
No l'lmsidemtiou will induce nny of tho natiyes to 
shoke of}' their bnbitulll indolence; they would not 
do 1:10. I am ])(!r5undoo, for n YOlCe fl'om lleaven, 
Plcnsure nnd sloth are with them synonymous words; 
nnd they are scarcely nliYe to any other species of 
gratification. In the meantime the chief, who seems 
to be Il ycry good sort of roan, although he has little 
t\uthority oyer his people, has sent us an excellent 
futtcd gOll:t; and being in health, and baving very 
(lllcoUl'nging prospects held out to us as to our future 
progrcs~, we I1rt:: determined to forget our little 
troubles nnll vexations, and spend the evening as 
cheerfully as we cnu. 

lLt\wk; and vultures Ilre exceedingly numerOllS, 
both at Jonna nnd this place: thc former are bold 
unJ disgusting birds. but the lattor nrc so hungr) 
nnd ra.Pl\CiOllS, that they pounce fearlessly in the 
midst (If thc natives whcn at their meals. This 
cy\'ning ou(' of tllenl dnrtoo l\t a piece of IDent 
which one of our mell held between his fingers, and 

• nJ.th~·, in Cla~'pertQn 'a map. 
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'snatched it from him whilst he was conveying it to 
his mouth. 

Wednesda,y, April 14tlt.-At an early bour this 
morning. to our infinite surprise and plea-sure, the 
man from Badagry made his appearance with one of 
'our horses and an English wddle. The latter was 
as acceptable to us as the horse: yesterday, for want 
of one, I had been obliged to substitute a simple 
cloth, and the ba.ck of the animal being sharp as a 
knif.;l, it was no ycry pleasant thing to ride him; 
walking would have been tho Jess irksome exercise 

, of the two. l>ascoe, whose sagacity and experience 
have proved of infinite "ulne to us, has beeu-lamed 
in his elldCln~ours to walk as fast as the rest of the 
party; and as he has also the misfortune of baving 
onc leg shorter than the other, he became the general 
butt and laughing-stock of his more robust compn_ 
nions. To-day, however, we placed. him on the back 
of the extra. horse, from whence he hnsretorted their 
revUings; and the whole of them are now as envious 
of his dignity 0.3 they werQ before fncctious at his 
expense. 

We set off from Bidjie while the morning was yet 
cool and pleasant, and arriyed at Ch(J1f) before eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon. The natiycs have an unac­
countnble fancy that white men are fond of poultry 
to a-ll excess, insomuch that, whenever WQ enter a 
yillo.ge or town, all the fowls are immediately seized, 
and confined ill a place of security till our departure. 

Scveral strangers accompany\lS from towu to town, 
in order to evade the duty which is exacted at the 
tlU'npike-gates, by stiLting thcmstllves to be of t.he 
number of ow' attendn.nts. ·Women have also placed 
themselves under the protection of om men, from 
Cll.pe Coast Castle, that they may enjoy the like 
advantage: in return for this frwqur, they do \IS 
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mnny Little kind offices, and are useful in making 
fires, prepn.ring food, &'0" for om' people. 

Our journey-to-day bas been exceedingly pleasant. 
Sometimes the path ran in a serpentine direction 
through plains covered with green turf; sometimes 
it led us amidst large gro"es of stately trees, from 
whose brauches a varioty of playful monkeys diverted 
u~ 1y their mischievous tricks; and the grey p3.rrot, 
with othm' beOlutiful birth, 

" Vtnrblcil their native wood-notes wild." 

The chief of Cho,,' who received and entertained 
the last mission has been dead some time, and is 
succeeded by an humblo. good-natured, and activo 
ioJi,-iduo.l, who bas treated us more like dowi-gods 
than mono At the time of our arrival he was engaged 
in supul'intoD(ling the sla.ves at his corn and yam 
pial'l.to.tions, but hastened to us the moment he was 
informed of the circuDlstance. He has a. number of 
horses. amongst which is one of the_smallest and most 
beautiful w'o hnve o"cr beheld. 

In. \'110 evening tho chief visited us agnin, with a. 
prcsout of provisions, and a few gool'a-nut.s. ~Iy 
brother took the opportunity of playing on a buglc­
horn in hi!3 pl'osence, by which he was violently 
agitated, under tho supposition that tbo instrument 
wus nothing loss than 3. suake. 

For the first timc since our landing, we have 
obson-ed tho loom in acti"e opera.tion. The manu· 
footmo of cotton cloth is carried on here exclushToly 
by WOluon. • 

Tlmrsda!! , Ap.-il 15th.-The path to-day has 
windw. through n. country chnl'mingly diversified by 
bill t\nd dale, woods [md ol)en glades. and watered 
by stl'~alUS flowing oyor bods of fine whits saud. A 
horl!cman from Kt\tung~ mot us about ten in tho 
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morning, whose dress and accoutrement,s were highly 
grotesque. He neither stopped nor spoke, but 
couched his lance as he gnlloped past us. We found 
numbers of l)oople of both sexes in the path, who 
were returning from Egga to Ohow, and scyernl 
naked boys on tlleir way to the coast, under the cnfe 
of guardia-os. These are slaves, and will be sold 
most likely at Badagry. ,Vomen bore burdens on 
t.hcir heads that would tire a mule, and children not 
more t.han five or six years of age trudged after them, 
with loads that would giyc a full-grown person in 
Europe the brain·fever. 

,:Ve departed from Chow before sunrise; a sur­
prising dew had fallen during the night, and distilled 
from the leaves and branches ill large drops. 'We 
passed, during the forenoon, over thl'ce or four 
swampy ph\Ccs covered with reeds, rushes, and rank 
grass, which were inhabited by myriads of frogs 
of prodigious size. On crossing strenms, we were 
invariably saluted by a loud and Ullllccountnble hiss­
ing, as if from n multitude of serpents. 'Ye could 
not account for t.his extraordinary noise in any other 
way than by supposing it, to haNe proceeded from some 
species of insect whose retl'Cl.lts we had invaded. 

'With yety trifling manual h"bour, the path, .!-hich 
is little better tha,n a me.re gutter, formed by repeated. 
rnins, might be converted into n good and commodious 
)'ond' ; and were a tree sim})ly tllrowu oyer them, the 
st.reams and morasses D1igh~ be CroSSClt with ease and 
safety. But the un tiycs appear to ha ye no iden 
whatever of such improvements; Ilud would rather 
bo eutangled daily in a thiok underwood, and wade 
through pools of mud and water, than give themselves 
auy couceru n,bout. repnlring t.he l·oad. Trees not 
unfl'equoutly fall across the pathway; but, instead of 
removing. t.he people form 0. largc cil'ouit rO\Uld thcm; 
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cvon n smnll not~hill is nn object too mighty to be 
meddled with, and it is left in the centre of the narrow 
rOMl, so inconsiderate and indolent are the natives of 
thili part of the world. 

Unoy womon with little wooden figures of children 
on their heads passed us in the course of the morning 
-mothOl's who, ha.viog lost a cbild, carry such rude 
imitations of them about their persons for an indefinito 
time. as a sywl)ol of lUow·rung. Noue of them eould 
bo induced to part with oue of these little affectionate 
mOllloriuls. 

"Vy 0 entered Eg9u) which is Cl. very large town, in 
tho early part of the afternoon. Ou our arrivnl we 
wore introduced into tho house occupied by Oal)tain 
l'lt\p}lcrton in tho last mission, in tho yard of which 
l'QPOSC tho remains of an Englishman nomed Dawson, 
who died horo of fe,Tor whell that officcr was passing 
thrOtlgh the couutry. Both hut and yn.rd 0.1'0 filled 
with IJeoplc, l\lld are in a state of filth which defies 
description. "~e cannot rid o\lr~el\'es of sheep, goats, 
flud fowls, with thoir train i thoy will be our com~ 
l'nruous in spite of us: and this grievance, with the 
tongues of n hundred visiters, makes our situation nll 
but intolcrablo. 

Egga. is tho principal market town in this part 
of JVrica, lUlll \ij attended by buyers and sellers for 
runny miles round. ' Yollien here are the chief, if not 
the only trndcrs i most of them nrc of grnceful nnd 
prepos!l.cssing exterior, and they all prMtise those 
petty tricks and (wti6ces in their dealings with which 
the 1Ual'kct~wOlUon of more clyilised cOlllltries are not 
wlncquaultcJ. 

Priddp, .JpriI16th.-Yeslerdny was compara.tively 
Nol, owiug to the thick dl\rk clouds which obscured 
the sl...y; but on our setting out this morning, l\S if 
tv lUl\kc amcu(lij for his partial conccalment, the sun 

\'llL 1. G 
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showcd his brond, burning face with uncommon 
clearness, nDd the day was one of the hottest we 
ever remember to have felt. We found the path in 
much better condition than those behind it, and it 
lay almost entirely through plantations of yams, 
calavances, and pumpkins, and three or four different 
varieties of corn, whlch a. number of labourers were 
employed in weeding, &c. The hoe is the only 
implement of husbandry in usc, and indeed they can 
weU dispense with every other, because the soil during 
the rainy months is dO soft and light that but vcry 
little mnnuo.l exertion in working it is required. 
Population is abundant; labourers roay be hired to 
any number, and, in our opinion, the introduction of 
the plough would scarcely be a blessing, but on the 
contrary furnish new encourngament to the besetting 
sin of sloth. 

Hllving crossed ut noon n. small but agreeable river, 
flowing from east to west, in which several females 
were ba.thiug and washing clothes, we short.ly after­
wards entered the cnpn.cious and populous town of 
Jadoo. IIere we wcre informed that the chief had 
boen in the grave morc thnu a. twelvemonth, and that 
no one having yet been nominated to succeed him, 
everything continued in a stut'e of confusion and 
misrwe. W'e were conducted, afte!' wo bad waited a. 
little, into a large yo.rd belonging to the Iflto governor, 
llnd pre80ntly received a visit from his brotber, in 
company with aU tho elders of the plaeo: but their 
cOllversution was unpleasant, and their whole bellin-iour 
much cooler than wus agroMble, the more so as such 
n rcception had beon entirely UllOXJ,)Ccted. 

11ho ),o,l'd whorein wo re8iclo is perfeotly round, 
and wnllod with huls, all tenanted by the ltlto chief's 
widows, who omIlIoy their time aud oa1'n their livoli. 
hood by IIpilllting nnd ,YelWing. Not loss thall t\ 
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hundred of the IGog of Katunga's ladies are lodging 
jl). tho yard with them, They have nll passed the 
bloom of life, t\od firrh'ed bore lately with loads of 
trona nnd country cloth, which tbey barter for salt, and 
various articles of European manufacture, particularly 
boads: with these they rotmn home, nnd expose tJlero 
for sale in the market, and after'i'lards the profits are 
tnken to their husbnnds. These royal Indies nrc 
distinguished from their countrywomen only by n 
peculiar species of cloth, which is wrapped round 
their goods, aud which no one dares to imitate, on 
pain of perpetual slavery. This severe punishment is 
often inflicted; for, as the king's wives pay no tribute 
or turnpike dues whatever, nnd must besides be enter­
tniu(.'(t by the chiefs of o,'ory town through which they 
pnss, strong inducements nrc offered for others to 
attempt to deceive by using the forbidden cloth, nnd 
honce eXnIDl)ies nrc necessary. As a contrast to the 
aftlicted females of Janna, the wi:{es of the King of 
Katungn. all foIl to crying for jO!J this eYening, on 
recognising l\ few old acquaintances in the yard, who 
soon joi.ued them in the melancholy music. It was 
laughable ouough to sec them j yet after the first 
bUl'$t had subsided, they began to chat with a garrulity 
fur beyond that of the most talkatiye of their European 
:listers. The conversation lasted more than an hour, 
till l~t lust it resoh~ed itself into a. yiolent quarrel, 
which has not yet termina.ted. 

It is now ten o'clock nt night, and the women are 
sitting in groups round the severnl wood-fires. 'Yo 
ourselves ~eul\Y ouly a n~l'nndl\h. which is simply dIe 
proj.x-tiou of the roof of a tha.tched hut j our 10r<:.os 
Brc fll"tenro to wooden stl,kes in the centre of the 
yt\r~l: our mcn are lying round them, warming them­
lichee at their mm fires. Sheep, beautiful sheep. 
with tingling belli huug round their necks, are chewing 
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their cud in peace and happiness. But although it is 
the hour of repose, the tongues of our female fellow­
travellers are making a clI).tter which all the Graces 
of Billingsgate could not rival, and together with the 
squalling of brats innumerable, it spoils the emotions 
which the wild and pleasing scene around us would other. 
wise awaken in our breasts. Sheep here are regarded 
lVith as much partiality. andJreated much in the same 
manner ns ladies' lap-dogs are in Englanel. Great 
care is taken to keep them clean and in.. good con­
dition j they are washed every morning in soap and 
water; and so greatly are they attached to their 
masters or mistresses, t.ha.t they are . constantly at 
their heels, following them in-doors and out, from 
town to town, and in all their peregrinations. Goats, 
sheep, swine, and poult.'J" are in great plenty here, 
and in eyery one's possessiou, notwithstanding which 
they are always ex.cessiyely dear, because the people 
take a pride in displaying the number and quality 
of their domestic animals. 

The inhabitants of J adoo are, generally speaking, 
"ery t.jelily clad in cotton dresses, of their own manu­
fo.ctul'e. In their persons they a.re much more agree­
able than those who reside nearer the sea. European 
goods nre ·brought hither from Dahomey a.nd Bada­
gry, but morc especially from Lagos; nnd a,re (laily 
e~"P05ed fol' sale in the ma,rkets of Jadoo and Egga. 
Se"eral ohiefs on the road bcwe asked us the reason 
why the Portuguese do not puro}lase as many sla.yes 
as formerly j nue1 make very sad complaints of the 
~tagnatiou in this branoh of traffic. Hippopotami 
aboUllcl in the riYcrs of the Yicinity of the town j 

when YOWIg, the flesh and skin of these 8.uimals nre 
sold ns food; and whips and ot.her articles arc made 
of the skins of t.he old ones. 

Satu1'day, April 17tlt.-At the usuol how' this 
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morning, we quitted J adoo, and in the middle of the 
ctuy un·j"ed at a clean, pretty little village cu.lled 
Poo!la. Tho appearance of tbe country between these 
places is e:-..1:rcmely fine, nn<l resombles n. magnificent 
orchard. On our wfly we met roany hundreds of 
people of both se..~cs nod aU ages, with ynst quantities 
of bullooks, sheep, and goats, together with fowls and 
pigcons, which were carried au the head in neat 
wioker baskets. Scyeral of the trayellers were lonqed 
with packages of country cloth, and indigo in large 
round balls. They are all slaves, and wero proceed­
ing to the canst. from the interior, to sell the goods 
nnd OIuimals und~r their charge. Oue old woman had 
the mij,\fortune to let a largo calabash of palm oil fall 
from hor bend: on arrh;ng at the spot we found a 
party of femMes, her companions iu slavery, wl'inging 
their hnnds and crying; the old woman's own afflic­
tion wus bitter indeed, a.s she dreaded the punishment 
wbich awaited her Oil her retw'u to her master's 
house. I compnssionated her dish'css, (Uld gave her 
a large clnsp knife, which would more than recom­
pense her for the loss of the oil, whereat the women 
wipc<l away their tears, and fell down on the dust 
before us, c:-.-:hibiting countenances more gladsome and 
nninll\teu thnn can be couceiyed. 

Tho mortality of children must be immenso indeed 
hore. for nhuost every woman we met with on the 
road had OllO or more of those little wooden images 
wo have before spoken of, Whenever the' mothers 
stoPllc<l to take refreshment. a small part of their 
food was im'ariubly presented to tho lips of these 
innuilllt\te mcmorinls. 

Although Poo)'B. is considered by tho natln:!s 8. 

liny's journey froru Jadoo, we only halted to pnyour 
l'cspeet)l, to the chiof, and then continued our journey 
I.wer gentle bills, and through \'UUoys watered by 



86" EN"GUA. 

streams and rivulets, so as to reach Eugua in tho 
afternoon. The soil between the two towns is mostly 
ruT and sterile; and largo masses of iron-stone~ which 
looked as if they had undergone the aotion of fire, 
presented themselves almost at c\'ery step. This day 
has been oppl'cssively warm; and IlS we had been 
expose(l to the SUD for a great number of hours, when 
we reached Begun our skin was scorched and highly 
inflamed, so that we were very uncomfortable. For 
my own part, I ,YUS sore, tired, and foverish, and 
longed to lay myself down in a hut i but we were 
obliged to remain under a tree abovo three hours 
before we could be favoured wit.b that o}ll)ortunity. 
because the ohief of the town was engaged in making 
a fetish to counteract any evil intentions that we 
might entertain towards him. All oW' people were 
fatigued and exhausted on the road, complaining 
much of the heat, and one of them was brought to 
us in the evening in a high fevor. Engun. is the 
town wherein tho lamented Caproin Pearce breathed 
his last; tlnd bere also Captaiu Clnvperton felt quite 
disheartened, and nlmost despaired of penetrating 
farther into the interior of the cOlmtry. The chief 
sent us ouly a little Indian corn n:nd water, and 
obstinately refused to so11 us either a goat, shccp;-ol' 
nny other animal, although there are many thousands 
in the town. 

Sunday, Apri118tlt.-Our reception had boen so 
truly inb'ospitable at Engun, that we nroso at n. much 
earlier hoW' this morning than we generally do, n,nd 
proceeded on our way by stnr-light. In placo of the 
iroIl-stollo of yesterdaYI the oountry OVOl' which we 
h(l.\'o travelled to-day is partially covered with largo 
and unshnpely masses of gl'nnite. Mountains and 
elevoted hills wore obsel'\'cd to the right of us, whoso 
sidcs wore thickly wooded, and their summits reaching 
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abo\'e the clouds. At 9, A. Y., we passed through a 
ncat and cleanly village, named Cltakka, which has 
lately lost its ohief; and an hour olterwards crossed 
n small riYer called Akeeny, which is full of sharp and 
rugged granite rooks, and is said to fall into tho 
Lagos. \'I.' c were carrried over on men's shoulders 
wit>:hout much difficulty, but the horses were a long 
time ill getting across. From hence, the path ,\;nded 
up a high a,nd steep hill, which we ascended and 
ontered the town of .t1jQora about mid-day. The 
gO"crnor gave us a hearty welcome, and said it made 
him e~ .. treD1ely happy to see us, which the joy and 
animation of his countenance also e..\:pressed. The 
best hut iu the to",,"ll, which is the mo/>:t airy and 
commodious 'Of any we had seen, was plesently got 
feady for us, and shortly after we had taken possession 
of it. we recci"cd a quantity of excellent provisions 
from the ohlef. 

This is the first day of his government. His father I 
tho late chief, has been dcad some time, but from 
motives of delicacy he refused to take upon himself 
his authority till this morning. In honour of the 
evont, a large company of women have been dancing, 
rejoicing, nnd making merry all the evening outside 
our hut. I t is somewho.t strange tha.t the chicf or 
governor of almost every town through which we have 
passed since leaving Bad.igry, wbo was nlhe and well 
on roy return to the co:\st three ye8ts ago, has been 
either shin iu war, or has di~:t from natural causes. 
Scarcely ono of them is uow olive. 

j.l/o,lda}l. April 19th.-An easy, pleasant ride of 
thrt::e how'S brought us to the first walled town we 
Ut\.\'t:: scen, which is called .ds.nmira. The wall is of 
cla~', and so dimiuutilTe, that a person migbt easily 
jump (\"~r it: tl dry ditch, about eighteen inches deep, 
unO. tlu·C'C or four feet in width, also surroWlds the 
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town. Over this a single plank is thrown, which 
answors the purpose of a draw-bridge, and is the 
only means the inhnbit.nnts have of getting in and 
out of the place. Assiu~rn too has Intel y lost its 
chief in some battle, and all business .i$ transacted by 
a benevolent elderly man, who has voluuteered his 
services till n, successor shall be appointed. From 
him we have received the warmest reception and the 
most hospitablo tl-eatment. The climate has already 
had n. debilitating eBect upon my brother; and from 
0., state of robust health and VigOUf he is reduced to 
so great n. degree of lassitude and weaknoss that he 
can scarcely st.nnd n. minute at (\. time. Eyery former 
pleasW'e seems to have lost it.s chnrru. He was 
att.ncked with fever this afternoon, and his condition 
would havo been hopeless indeecl had I not been ncar 
to relievo him. He complained of oxcessivethirst.. I 
gn;ve him ten grnius of calomel, and nfte.t·W'llros a 
strong dose of salts. Rain, thunder, and light.ning 
during the night. 

'1:uesaa./f. April 20tlt.-My brot.her was much 
better, nnd free from fever this morning, but too weak 
to trl'wel, and we shall thereforo reUlI\in at Assmam 
till to-lUorrow. Tho acting gO\'crnor yisited us to-day 
with (L long face, and entreated us earnestly to discover 
a cCl't.nin wizard, WhOlO he imagined to be conoellled 
somewhero in the tOWn. By this sorcerer's influenoe. 
muubel's of people, it is snid, pine away and die; und 
wOlllon with child nro lUore especinlly the objects 
of his mnleyoleuce, These victims drop sncldenly. 
without the slightest wllruing; and the dea,ths have 
lately beon so nu.morous, that the old man himsolf is 
grievously alarmed, and begs 1\ oharm to preSOl'\tc him 
and his ftUllUy, 

F-rida,lJ, April 23;-d.-My brother, fiu(ung himself 
considerably invigorated nnd rofreshed by (L day's rest 
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at AssinZlI'R., nnd sufficientJy recovered to pursue oUr 
journey. I had all hands in readiness to start at an 
early hour. 1'ohe morning was cool and pleasant, and 
wo travelled oU\YMds in excellent spirits. vVithout 
mceting anything ptuticulnr in the path .. or perceiving 
nny object sufficiently no\'el or striking to demand 
flttcntiou, we entered the town of Accodoo in the 
forenoon, ha\.mg had an agreeable ride of a few hours' 
dU\'lltion only. At this time my brother seemed to 
be free from any kind of complaint whatever, and 
enjoyed an nnusuru cheerfulness and buoyancy of 
spi rits, which led lUG to form the most fll\ttering anti­
cipations. In the course of a few minutes, however, 
his bally was oycrspread with a burning heat, and be 
~uffel'ed under another attack of fever, more ,·iolent 
than any of tho fOrIDOI'. I resorted to the most ]JOW­

orful rOnlcdics I could think of at the time. I bled 
hiro. und applied a strong blister to the-region of the 
stomach, whoro the disorder seemed to be seated. 
It was swollen and oppressed wit"" pain. and he felt 
as if SOUle hugo substance lay upon his chest. Ilis 
mouth boiug dry and ologged, nnd his thirst burning 
au{l wlquenohnble, ho drank so muoh wator tha.t his 
body WI\S grea.tly swollen. In the e,'cning his ideas 
w~ro oonfuse-d, and he became delirious. He after­
wards described to me the horrible pha.ntoms that 
disturbed him whilst in this state i and the delicious 
emotion that ran through his whole frrune when the 
ureaclfuJ. yisions had passed a.way. Tears gushed 
from his eyes; a llrofus(' persplra.tion, which had been 
80 long ('heeked. gnso him immediate reliet', nnd he 
hM since continucJ to illll)rm'e. 

Whilst my brother was so ill. the natiyes made 0. 

most hideous l\oi~o by singiug nnd druUlUling in the 
c('i(lbmtion of thei.r fl'tish. I wont out, iu the hope 
of inducing them to be quiet, but they ouIy lr~ughed 
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at him, and annoyed us the more i for they ha.ve no 
compassion for the sufferings of a. white mau, and, if 
they can mortify him by any means, they consider it 
a praiseworthy deed. Yesterday was one of the hottest 
days we have yet felt, the thermomet-er at noon being 
99° of Fahrenheit. 

Saturday. April 24tlt.-A hammock was prepared 
for my brother before day-break, this morning, be­
cause he was too weak to ride on horseback; and 
shortly afterwards we quitted the to'rn of Accodoo in 
much better spirits than circumstances had led us to 
hope for. The hammock-men found their hurthen 
rather troublesome; nevertheless, we travelled at a. 
pretty quick pace, and between eight and nine o'clock 
balted at a pleasant and comfort-nble nllage, called 
StUdy. The chief sent us tl fowl and four hundred 
cowries; but we stopped ouly to take 11 slight refresh­
ment on horseback, and pay our respects. We then 
proceeded through large plantat,ions of cotton, indigo, 
Indian corn, and yams, and oyer stony fields, till 
betwecn ten and eleyen, when we entered the town of 
ChoucllOu. 'Vc were almost immediately introduced 
to the chief, and from him into a ruinous hut, in a 
morc filthy state than can be imagined: no pig-stye 
was o,'er half so bad, Its late occupier had inClru:.ed 
the displeasw'c and batred of his chief, because he 
happened to be very rich, and rather than pay a heavy 
fine, he run away, and has joined his former enemies; 
nncl this may partly nccount for the destitut.ioll and 
wreLehedness around us. 

Since leaving Jenna, we have met an incredible 
number of I'Cl'SOllS visited wi.th the loss of ono eye. 
Thoy Rssign no other renson for their misfortune than 
t.he heat and glnre of the sun's rnys. 

Sunday, April 25t!t.-It rained heavily during the 
whole of last night; but our hut, -although of the 
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\fer)' worst description, had a pretty good thatched 
roof, Md sheltered us much better than we bad ex­
pected. There are periods and seasons in our lifetime 
in which we feel n. bappy complacency of temper and 
~m inward satisfaction, cheerfulness, and joy, for which 
we cannot very 'well account, but which constrain us to 
be at peace with ourselves and our neighbours, and in 
lovo ,,·ith all the works of God. In this truly enviable 
ITt\IDC of mind I awoke, tills morning, to proceed 
01lW801'ds, on horseback. It was 0. morning which was 
fn,idy ontitled to the epithet of "incense-breathing; >1 

fol' the "ariety of sweet-smelling pelfume which ex­
hnJ.ed, niter the ro.in, from forest flowers, and flowering 
shrubs, wus delicious and o.lmost overpowering, The 
scenory of to-dny has been more interesting and lovely 
thun any wo have heretofore beheld. The path circled 
round a mngnj6.cent culti,rated valiey, hemmed in 
almost on overy side with mountains of granite of the 
most grotesque and irregular shapes, the summits of 
'which are covered with stunted tre~s, and the hollows 
in their slopes occupied by clusters of huts, whose 
inma,tes htwe fled thither as a place of seclll'it.y against 
tho l'iwages of the lear-men that infest the plains. 
A number of strange birds resort to this valley, many 
of whoso notes wero rich, full, and melodious, while 
othol's were harsh and disagreeable j but, generally 
speaking. the plumage was yarious, splendid, and 
beautiful. The modest partridge appeared in company 
,rith tho magnificont Balea.ric crane, with his regal 
crest j and delicate humming-birds hopped from twig 
to t\yig l with others of an unknown species; some of 
thero were of a dark shining green j some had red 
silky wings and purple bodies j some wore variegated 
with strip(!s of crimsoll and gold; and these chirped 
lind warblOl.l froUl among the thick folit\go of the trees. 
It is the contempit\tion of such beautiful objects 
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as these, all so playful and so hnppy-or the more 
sublime ones of dark waving forests, plains of vast 
extent, or stupendous mountains, that gives the mind 
the most sensible emotions of delight and grandeur, 
leading it insensibly 

" To lOl)k from nature up to nature's God." 

For myself, I am passionately fond of thew, nnd have 
regretted a thousand times over that my ignorance 
incapacitates me from giving a. proper representation 
of them, or describing the simplest flower tIl at adorns 
the plains, or the smallest insect that sparkles in the 
ail'. This consideration gives me at times mnny 
unhappy reflections, although my defective education 
arose from circumstances over which my boyhood had 
no control. 

Having passed thrOllgh the immense valley beforc­
mentioned, we had uot travelled far before we arrived 
and halted at a large ,tillage, called Fudibu~' here 
we rested awhile, and then continuing our jo\U"uey 
for t\'"O hours, over e\'en ground between high hills, 
we rode into the town of Gu:en.aekLi, in which we 
pUl-pose l)assing the night. The chief is either very 
poor or else very ill-natured, for the only thing he 
sent us was a little boiled yam, with a mess- of 
unpalatable gravy, which he would not hn,ye gi"en 
if he did not expect ten times its value ill ret\l.rn. 
Divine sen'ice wns perforroc(l in the course of the day, 
ns usual; and this is (l. dnty which, to persons in our 
situation, is inconceivably l)lellsant. It renders \1S 

happy and resigned in t.he midst of our affiict.ions­
refreshing our confidence in the all-protecting tum of 
that beneficent Deing who is the author and disposer 
of our destinies, Clnd in whom ruone, thus w'idely sepa­
rated from home and kindred and civilizntion, the 
wanderer can l)lace his trust. 
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Monday, April 26th.-A thiok lllist obscured the 
hQrizon this morning, and hid in deep shnde the 
mountu"ins o.ud hills ; every object indeed was invisible, 
except the pathway, and the trees, t.~c . , gwwing 
on Mob side, which we could barely distinguish as 
""e IJassed along. It continued hazy for two hours 
n.flor leaving Gwendekki, when the mist dispersed, 
and tho a~mosphel'e became olear. Preparatory to 
asoeuding 80 steep granite hill, we halted to refresh 
our horses under the br80nches of a high spreading 
tTee, nea.r a toW'll caUed Ec6. Hel'c we were visited 
by soYel'al of the inhabitants, who, as soon as they 
wore informed of out' arrival, came Hooking to the 
spot. They formed themselves into a line to pay 
thoir respeots, nnd entreated us to wait 0. little for the 
corning of their ohief, who was momentarilyexpeoted. 
But after staying llS long IlS we conveniently could, 
I'm..! no chief appearing. we mounted our beasts and 
bogan the toilsome ascent. On att:.a.ining the su.mm.it 
of the hill, the cou,p.<f'ceil was magnificent indeed, 
nnd the fog haying been dispersed by the sun, the 
eyo WIlS enllibled to range rO\md an extensive horizon, 
bounded by hills und mountains of wonderful shapes. 
Some of thom beaf no yery striking resemblance to 
the Tablo Mountuin, at the Ca.pe of Good nope, and 
unothcr is not unlike tho" Lion's Head and RUUlP," 
of tho same place. Our course was north-cust, and 
those two mountains boro due wost of us. There Wru3 

no contimlcd rt\uge of hills, but uumbors of single 
uncounected ones, with extensi"e yalleys between 
them. In somo places, several were piled behind 
cnC'h othor; and those most distant from us appeared 
like dark, indistinct clouds. Nothing could surpass 
the siugu1t\rit}~, perhaps I ruay sny tho sublimity, of 
tho whole yjew·, from the top of the granite hill which 
wo had ascended; and we contomplated it in silence 
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for a few seconds with emotions of astonishment and 
rapture. 

Descending the hill, we continued our journey 
o\'er a noble plain, watered with springs and ri\"ulet-s j 

and in the afternoon entered Diifo, which is a most 
extensive and populous town. The inha.bita.nts appear 
to be industrious and very opulent, as far a·s regards 
the number and variety of their dOlliest.ie animals. 
baviug abundance of sheep, goats, swine, pigeons, 
and poultry; amongst the latter of which we observed, 
,for the £rst time, turkeys and Guinea fowl They 
have likewise horses and bullocks. The chief did 
not make his appearance for a long w'hile; but as 
soon as he had introduced himself, lie desired us to 
follow him into a cleanly~swept square, a. house in 
wbich h~ desired us to occupy. Presendy after ills 
departure, he sent us a. quantity of yams, a basket of 
ripe bl1uo.nas, and a calabash of eggs. which we soon 
discovered to be good for nothing, although sand had 
been mixed with them, that they might feel heavier 
than they really were. 

Tue&iay. April 27th.-My brother is now, thank 
God, pelfectly recovered from his late attack of fever, 
and feels himself getting st.ronger every day. Late 
last night four Burgoo traders paid us a visit at-Ouf 
house j they informed us of their haring crossed the 
Niger at Inguazhilligee $ not more than fourteen 
days ago j and that, although t.he , rains had com­
menced, the 1'i,'e1' had as yet receivecl no great 
o.ddition to it.s watel's. 

We were on horseback emly this morning. and at 
six o'clock, preceded by the carriers of our luggage, 
we rode out of the to'l'l"ll. of Dufo. The country 
seemed inferior indeed as to the boldness nnd beauty 

.. Tho :6h is prollOUllccd liko tllO letter IS in Lbe word (I$SUre. 
' Tho last 9 ha:rd, like 9 in gCt5C. 
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of its scencry to that traversed yesterday i but still it 
po~scsses featw'es of no common interest. Another 
n 'rablo Mountain " was observed to the left of our 
path, in the course of the morning, and another 
"Lion's Head and Rump." Ponderous masses of 
granite rock o,rerbaug the roadway; these are almost 
blnck, and seem to have been washed by the rains 
of thousands of ycars : in many of them were deep 
and gloomy caverus, which, were they in Cornwo.ll 
instead of Africa, would, I o.m sure, be pointed out 
as the scenes of dll-rk and bloody stories of the 
elder time. HWldreds of the natiyes followed us n. 
long while, nnd annoyed us so much by their ooises 
and curiosity, that WQ were compelled to resort to 
,-iolent measurcs to driYe them away j but this is a 
line of conduct which wo rarely adopt towards them, 
nnd novor w"ithout o:\"1;rcme roluctance. 'Vo o.t length 
frightencd thom awny, nnd we saw them no more. 
About eight miles from Dufo. we nrrh-ed at a. large 
straggling Yillagc, called E lekha., 'where we halted n. 
little. ns the path had been so stony, rugged, and 
lnegu}nf, that n. few minutes' rest was absolutely 
nccQssary to recruit ourselves. From this pIll-ce the 
rOt\J. became cxcellent, not at all inferior to a drh'e 
round 1\ gentleman's park in England j and continued 
to be good till we came in sight of 0. capacious walled 
town callcJ. Cildadoo, wwch we entered about roid.dny. 
Outs iJe tho wa.lls is Il> little F alil.ta.h \'i.llaget the huts 
of which arc constructed in the circulM' or coozie 
form . Its inhabitants employ themselves solely in 
the breeding of catUo--an occupation to which they 
I\I~ pussiouu.te1y addicted. They arc simple in thcir 
m t\OUC'fS, nod extremely nea.t in their dress nnd 
appl"arau('c. 

Not long nftor our a.rrivru, three or four young 
Fab.tJ.h shcpbCl'dcssos from the village co..me to our 
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hut to pay their respects. 'Ve felt much pleased 
with their society, for they were extremely well­
behaved and intelligent; but they remained wit.h us 
a very little time, their customary avocation not per­
mitting a. longer stay. The hair of these-females was 
braided in a style peculiarly tasteful and becoming; 
::md the contour of their Oyal faces was very fur trom 
disagreeable. Their manners also were innocent and 
playful: the imaginary shepherdesses of Fenton are 
.not more -modest, o.rtless, and engaging in description 
than these in reality; and they left behind t,hem au 
impression very faYoW"able, both as rega.rds their 
morals, naivete, and rustic simplicity. 

On the road from Dillo, my brother unthinkingly 
"fired at and shot a. crane, which fell in au adjoining 
field. The report of his gun brought out a u\Unber 
of natives from the" bush," who, being in continual 
dread of an att,ack from the II war-men of the l)ath," 
imagined it to be a. signnl of one of these Dlarauders. 
They were aU armed, like their countrymen, with 
bows and arrows; and with n. threatening aspect, 
would have lodged a few shafts in the person of my 
brother, if it bad not be~n for the timely interference 
of one of Out' J6n.na. messengers, that fortunately 
happened to bo with him at the time, and who gnve 
an immediate ond satisfnotory e).."plnnatiqn. Thcnead 
of the party thon sought for and picked up the bird j 

but my brother took it from him, after he bo.(l 
rewardecl him liberolly for his trouble. Tho mnn, 
however, was neither satisfied nor pleased, but roughly 
demanded the bird as his own, because it hnd fallen 
on his land. As there nre no gnmc-Inws here, my 
brother would not ndmit his claim, and was going 
away, when the fellow begged, with muoh iml)ortunity, 
that tho heacl and legs of the animal at least might 
be given him, to make a fetish of. This ),as likewise 
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objected to, n.t which he was out of all patience, and 
wont off fooming with passion. In the cyening the 
Cnlnc was dressed for supper, and a. similar request 
WIl S ronde by 0. eunuch from Kntunga, who being n 
good-uatu,'oo. fellow, we readily complied with his 
wish. The cruef of Chdadoo, however, presently 
sent i\. messenger to request the said precious hend 
and legs; and to him they ,vere finally committed by 
the disapl)ointed eunuch, who could hardly forbear 
weeping on the occasion : these relics nre extremely 
,'nhmblc as 1\ charm. 

1.'ho ernef sent us a. goat, n. quantity of bananas, a 
dish of pounded, or rather mnshed yam, with gravy, 
amI a large basket of caffas. These are a kind of 
pudding, roade iuto little round balls, from bruised 
lmlinn COl'Il, which is fu'st boiled to th~ consistenco of 
tbi('k pusto. From being made entirely of coal'8e flour 
and water, they hayc an insipid taste when Dew; but 
wheD kept for a day or two, they be<:omc sour , and ill 
t.his sta.to oro caton. by the nati"es, There are se"el'nl 
dC\)I) wells in the tmnl , but most of thero are dried 
up, so that water i~ exceedingly scarce, and it is sold 
ill the market-plnce to the inhabitants. ,Yo are daily 
n('costed on tho road with such salutations as these: 
.. I hope you go well on the path j" «Success to the 
kiug's work;" «God bless you, white men j" U A 
blcssing ou your roturn," \ ~c. 

Ir'edm'May, Apr-a 28tJt.-\Ve hayQ remained at 
Chaadoo to-dilY, to giyo the carriers with the luggage 
timc to COulO up with us, bccause thcy havo been 
unavoidably detained by tho roughness and unC\'en­
ness of the rond from Duro to Elckba., The l{atunga 
('uuuell we nlluded to yesterday was recently sent by 
the king of that place to recci,'e the customary tributo 
of the goycmors of tho various towns on the road. 
bC'twocn Kll.tuuga llod JeDnO. TIllS mnn is treated 
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with much respect, both by the governor of Chaadoo 
Ilnd his people, who pro~trate themselves to the eunuch 
before addressing him. . 

Bellig in want of money; we sent needles this 
morning to the market to sell. I t is a. custom in 
Yarriba, thnt, after a buyer has a.greed to pay a 
certain sum for au article. be retracts his expressions, 
and affirms that he only promised to give a.bout half 
the sum demanded. This has occasioned yiolent -
altercations between. our people and the natives; but 
it is an established custODl, from which there is no 
appeal. The governor 's mother was bW'ied this 
afternoon at a neighbouring village, and the funeral 
was attended by nil his wives or women, as mourners. 
They were dressed in their holiday nuire, a.nd looked 
tolerably smart. The mourners oshibited no signs of 
grief whatever j on the contrary, they were as li,'ely 
us a wcdding.party. Attended by a drummer. they 
passed through our yard four hours ago, on their 
retWll to the governor's house, whlch is only flo few 
steps from ours, and thore they have been singing 
and dancing to the noise of the drum ever since. 

The inhabitants of the town have immense quan­
tities of sheep, goats, pigs, and poult.ry; but bullooks 
nre in the possession of FaUltahs alone. 'We ®-not 
believe the natives ruwe a. single animal of thls 
description. Like many other plaoes, the market is 
not held here till tho hent and toil of the day are 
over j and buyers seldom resort to it till eight o'clock 
in tue evening. 

TllU1·sday. April 29th.-It commenced raining this 
morning at a very early hOUI. and contiuued. with 
uncommon violence, till between ten and eleven o'olock, 
when it suddenly cea-sed, and we quittod Chiindoo. 
Before this, however, the credulous governor, who. 
in common "it·h his people. imagines that white ruen 
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influence the elements, paid us a visit, with a calabash 
of honey as a present, to thank us, he said, for the 
min thn,t had fa.llen, of which tho country is greatly 
in want, and invoked blessings on us. The kindness 
of this good old man is remarkable. He never seeme(l 
woory of obliging us, rcgretted his ina.bility to do 
more, and solicited us yery pressingly to remain with 
!tim another day. 

We traversed a. mountainous country, intersected 
with streams of excellent water j a.nd at noon entered 
a small, but plerumnt and picturesque village, which 
is ornamented with noble, shady trees. Here we 
wruted 1\ very short time, but, continuing our route, 
arrived towards evening (\t a ca.paoious walled town, 
culled R rn .' , wherein we shall pagS tho night. III 
many placcs the wall, if it be deserving the name, is 
no more than twclyo or fow·tecn inches from the 
ground, and the moat is of similar dimensions. The 
),urd to which we worc conducted shortly after our 
arrival is within three or four others; and so intricate 
are tho passages leading to it, that a.fter a stranger 
gets in, he would be sadly puzzled to find his way out 
again without a guide. Nevertheless this wa.s no 
p,eourity agniust interruption, for tho yard was speedily 
iu\'adcd by fiyo or six hundred indh-idunls. who had 
boon induced to visit us from curiosity. As usual, 
thoy anuoyed u.s for l\ long time to the best of their 
t\bilit)~, till they completely wearied us out by their 
importuuity aud forwardness. We then hung sheets 
round the doorway of our dwelling, and lay down on 
our mats; and then only they begun to disperse, and 
loft us at our casco 

Tho governor of the to\\·U is (l. morose, surly, and 
iU·nlltureli man. ITe sent us only a. few bananas this 
o'·cniug. and a cuhbnsh of eggs, which were nIl stale 
tmd unfit to be caton, $0 that our peoplo werc obliged 

u 2 



1,00 now. 

to go suppcrless to bed. He ascribed 'the badness of 
his fnrc to extreme poverty; yet bis vanity exacted 
from our J enna. messengers the most abject met.hod 
of salutation we are acqunint.ed with. These men 
walked backwards from him several yards, to throw 
dirt on their heads; and, with the dust and filth still 
clinging to their hair, they were compelled to address 
the chief with their faces . to the ground. Our apart­
ment unfortunately communicates with his j and the 
restless tongues of his numerous wiycs prevented 
eit.her my brother or self from closing OUI' eyes long 
after SWlset. In the centre of our yard grows a tree, 
round which several staves are driven into the ground. 
This tree is a feUsb·t.ree, and these staves also f~tfsh, 
antI. therefore we rccci\'cd a strong injuDction not to 
tie our horses to either of them. Calabashes, common 
nrticlcs of earthellwnre, and evcn feathers, cgg-shells, 
nnd the bones of a.nimals-indeed, any kind of 
innniruate substance is made fetish by thc credulous, 
stupid natives; and, like the horse-shoe which is still 
nailed to the doors of tho more superstitious of the 
llcusuntl·y in England, these fetishes nre supposed to 
l)1'cserve them from ghosts and e\·i1 spirits. It is 
so.cl'ilege to touch them, and to ridiculc them woula 
he dangerous. 

Friday, April 30t/t.-It was between soven and 
eight o'clock before canim's could be procured this 
rnorning, and everything got in readiness for our 
departure: the sun was excessively hot, and tho sky 
bl'illiantly clear, We crossed two or three rivulets of 
cool. delicious water, as we had done yesterday, aod 
tbcn passed through an insignificant ,'ilinge, whose 
chief sent us a calabasl1 of bruiscd corn, mixed with 
water, to drink. At noon wc arrived at the foot of a 
very elevated run, and perceived a town perched on 
its summit, and know it to be the sume t.o which 
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we had been directed. ,Yo dismounted, and after n 
laborious ascent, which occupied us three quarters of 
no hour, at length renched the top. Stones and blocks 
of granite interrupted the path, so that it was n. very 
diffioult matter to force the horses aJOlig before us j 

they fell repeatedly, but without materially injuring 
themselves. 

Tho name of the towu is Chekki. Our arrival was 
rath~r unexpected, and therefore the governor was 
not prepared to receive us ; and we sat down under n. 
treo, till we were tired of waiting. At length a man 
came to c@uduct us to his residence, which was but 3. 

little way from our tJ.·ee, when a tumultuous rush was 
mado by tho inhabitants to precede us into the yard; 
and notwithstanding the presence of their chief, they 
surrounded our })n.rty so closely as to preyent a 
IHnticlc of fresh nil' from renching us. The governor 
recoi\tcd us with bluutness, but not unkiudly, though 
withollt much demonstration of good-will . "'bile in 
his ynrd, ho regaled us with water, and afterwards 
sent a h\rge calabash offoorah, sweetened with honey, 
to oW' lodgings. wbich did not taste unlike thick gruel. 
or l)IIrgoo, as it is tcrmed in Scotland. It is made of 
l\ corn callc..l goorah, is very palata.ble, and is in 
geneml usc with the na.tives of these pa.rts. A 
quantity of bananas from the chief soon followed the 
foorah, and something marc substantial than either 
hus been prowised us. 

'ro h&TO obsen"ed thnt it is a general prnctice 
hefC'. as well as ill every other town. through which 
we have PU8SI.'<l. for children until thc age of seven 
years to go naked. with pcrha.ps a string of cowries 
tied round the loins, and clumsy bracelets, either of 
bra!ls or tiu, inclosing the wrist. Grov.-u-up people, 
bO,,"CYCl', dress somewhat neatly, if not gracefully: 
thL' well wear a. call, tobe, and trousers. mostly blue, 
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and the ;'vornen WBar a large loose cotton cloth, whicn' 
is t.hro\l1l' over the left shoulder, and comes down 
mantling below tile knee; the right arm and feet 
alone are bare. 

People of both sexes, hereabouts, are infinitely more 
grave and serious in their manners t.hau those nearer 
the coast; and 

.t Tho loud lnugh, that spen.ks the 'meant mind," 

we have not heard these mnny days. 
Saturday, May lst.-In the cool of the morning 

we quitted Chekki, and rode on pleasantly, till at the 
end of four hours we a,rrived at Coosoo, a large and 
important town. A Falat.uh bamJet stands near it, 
whose inhabitants subsist by following pastoral occu­
pations alone. They are much esteemed by the 
Yarribcans, who behaNe to them without suspicion or 
reserve. 

A mn.n stole a s,vord from our people a few minutes 
after our arrival ; he was pursued .. to the chief, nnd 
asserted that be had found it, itS he laid the weapon 
at his feet,. The sword bas been restored to us by 
the governor, but wit.hout the slightest allusion being 
made to the menus by whicb be bad obtained it. 

A company or gaffiie of merchants from Hano-rire 
at present in the town, who have come thus far on 
their way to GonJa, whioh is the Selga of Cape 
Coast Castle and Accra. Their merchandise consists 
chiefly of elol)bants ' teeth, trona, rock salt, and 
country cloths. This, we fire told, is a new route, 
the road formerly taken being considered \lnwe, on 
account of privato broils and disturbances among t,he 
natives. The 90:IIli6 consists of more than fOUl' hun­
dred men, but a company of merchanf.s that passeq 
through this town ten days ago amO\ll\ted ~ twice 
that number. Other morchants are also here, and 
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will leave the town to-ruorrow, on their way to 
)T(foorie, whither they a·re destined. 

The palm-tree becomes scarce, in proportion as we 
advance into the country, and consequently the oil 
is obtained herea.bouts only in very small quantities. 
But Dature, ever bountiful, supplies its place with 
the mi-cadan~'a, or butter tree, which yields abun­
dance of a kind of vegetable ma.rrow, pleasant to the 
taste, and highly esteemed by the natives. It is used 
for ligbts and other domestic purpos~s. The tree 
L'om which it is obtauled is not much unlike our oak 
in appearance, anel the nut it produces is enveloped 
ill an agreeable pulpy substance. The kernel of this 
out is n.bout the size of our chesnut. I t is exposed 
in tho sun to dry, after which it is pO\mded Yery fine 
and boiled in water i the oily particles it contains 
soou float on the surfnce: when cool, they are skimmed 
off, and then made into little cakes for use, without 
UDY fUl'UH~r prepamtion. 

T,,·o individuo.ls appeared berOl the chief to-day, 
in consequence of an accusation of theft that had been 
made against them. The method adopted of proving 
tho guilt or innocence of the parties was by oompel­
ling them to swnJJow tho j , fetish water. " 

In the ovcning we received a fat goat, a basket of 
raj/as, n. cnhlbash of. bananas, a vast quantity of yams, 
And a bowl of milk, from the governor. He is a Bober, 
kind, nnd benevolent old Willi, and generally beloyed 
by his people. To u.s he is particularly attcnthte and 
obliging : he hM informed us that the common path to 
l{o.tungu is UIlsnfe, in consequence of n. serious quarrel 
betwcel~ tbe inhabitants of 000800 and those of 0. 

neighbouring town. II Therefore," said he, "I en­
trent you to remain hero with me to-morrow, in order 
that i may make arrangements to Bend you by a 
diif(,fcut rood." This intelligence was not vcry 
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agreeable 'to- us, but- we are convinced of its -import­
ance, and shnll therefore thankfully accept the chief'!, 
offer. . 

The market, which is held -this evening in the 
town, has ari. imposing and brilliant appeara.nce, from 
the immense number of lamps USe9. by the trades.:­
people. : 

Our yisiters, who continued with us till late in th~ 
evening, we.re innumerable, a.ud the noise of the 
women's tongq,.es was il.-S loud and di...~greeable as 
e,'er. For some time nothing- could quiet th~m j 

threats and ent.reaties we\-e disregarded or laughed at, 
till at last we were compelled to resort to t.he child~ 
ish expedient of spirting water in their faces from 
a I{l.rge syringe. On seeing and feeling the effects of 
this fearful instrument, they became alarmed, and 
ran away. ~ 

Sunday. May 2d.-The weather last evening was 
serene and beaut.iful, but in the night wo were yisited 
by a tornado'; the lightning gleamed in long and 
vivid flashes j t·he thunder cchoed nmong the moun: 
tains; and the rain fell in torrents. In t.he morning 
.it bad passed away, and t.be air was' cool and 
agreeable. 

A fet·ish priest from a neighbouring town cnme-i.o 
see us this morning. and was going to treat us with 
the usual harangue of his profession, but we managed 
to put a. stop to it by bribing him with a few needles. 
Yve obsencd nothing rcmarkn.ble in the .fellow·s omll­
ments or dress, but his person presented a strange 
.and singular t\.ppca.rlmce. The colour of his skin was 
like that of whit.ish hro,,'1l paper; his eye-lashes and 
eye-brows werc~ of a silvery whiteness, Qnd his eyes 
of a. bright blue ; notwithstanding which, the negro 
features were strongly and distinctly marked ou his 
countennllcp. The mun's parcnt-s wete both nat·ives, 
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nild quite black, and we could not ascertain the reason 
of this oxtraordinary deyiation from the common laws 
of natme. 

,y c I.Hwo received an abundance of kindness from 
tLe gooJ. old chief of this place, and his Emdea.yours 
to make us comforti\ble have been imitated by mnny 
of tho more respectable inhabitants. 

Thoro are people here from B urgoo, 1tlo'll:/fie, 
D(h~$$o., and many of the interior countries, and t.ho 
" Queon" of Nouffie, it is said, also resides in the 
t()"~U, but this seems to us to be tather questionable. 

J,lfouday, l lfag 3d.""':'The pnth recommended by the 
friendly chief of Coosoo lies due east of this town, 
and we pursued our journey on it this morning by 
8uuritio. Robbers were stated to be lurking about j 

wo conceiycd it to be l,rndent, thorefore, if not abso­
lutely necessary. to take every precaution for the 
safety of the mission, and we loaded our own guns 
nnd pi:stols. and armed all our men with swords and 
muskets. Our Jenna messengers 'Laing unacquainted 
with tho now rOllte, the governor of Coosoo had fur­
ru8hml US with t"fO armed foot-guides, whose wenpons 
wera bows and arrows i besides a horsema.n, armed 
at aU l)oints, to bring up the rear of the party. \Vith 
uti theso warlike preparations o..nd equipments, a few 
barruless women, who were terrified at our appear­
ance, wore the only indh-iduals mot with on the path 
durinf'l' n ride of two hours ... which brought us to a 
town called .Achoro. And it ,vas well indeed that its 
dista.nce from Coosoo is so short; for, being w.ken ill 
on the road, I shouhl h:wc been uunble to have trn~ 
"clloJ further to~dn.r. The tom) itself is very small; 
but it:> dila.pidated waUs. which inclose nn immense 
extent. of ground, wouM lead one to suppose that it 
wus formerly of much grea.ter magnitude. " "ithin 
the walls. axe three granito hills, two on ono side, and 
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the other on 'the opposite side of the town. All their 
bases aTe of solid stone, but their summits consist of 
loose blocks, from the interstices of which trees and 
stunted vegetation shoot forth. Besides these hills, 
immense masses of granite rock are seen piled upon 
each other in difforent part.s, On the whole, Acboro 
is Que of tho wildest and most veDerable-loo~iDg 
places that the human mind can conceive, the babit.a­
tions of the people alone lessening that romantic and 
pleasing effect which a first sight of it produces. 

The hut with which we havo been accommodated 
is not tho pleasantest nor most comfortable residence 
in the world ; but then we ure persuaded that no 
better can be proclU'cd in the town, so we are quite 
contont with it. 

Shortly after our arrival, the governor scnt us 0. 

sucking-pig, and some other presents, and a.ppeared 
highly pleased that ciroumstnnces had thrown u.s in 
his wny. H White men do nothing but good," said he, 
H and I ~;ll pray that God may bless you, and send 
more of your cOlmtrymen to Yarriba. 1I Instead of the 
peoplo rwming and scram.bling to seo us, as hitherto, 
the good-nattrred ruler of this placo bas excluded the 
mass of them from visiting 0111' yard, and came very 
civilly to ask our permission for a few of his friends 
to look o..t us. I wns too wenk and indisposed to 
gratify their curiosity by rising from my couch ; so 
my brother wont out to exhibit his person, and sn1-
fGrod himself to be examined rather minutely. They 
separated, I believe, tolerably well pleased with C8.oh 
other. Last night a large can>i.ng-knifo and a shot­
belt wore stolon from us at Ooosoo, whilst we slept i 
but ns it is not "cry probable that an inhabit.nnt 
wowd bo so rnsh ns to brn"e our guns and walk o"er 
out' bodieI'. which tho thief was obliged to do, we 
attach suspioion only to one of om own Ulon. 
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Tue8day, May 4Vt. - Yesterday three mon, inha­
bitants of Acboro, wore captured by 0. gang of restless, 
mn.t'Q.uding scoundrels, who arc denominated here, as 
clsewhero, H war-men of the path," but who o.·re, in 
reality, nothing moro nor less than highway robbers. 
Thoy subsist solely by pillage and rapine, nod way­
laying thoir countrymen. The late governor of 
Aeboro was deposed and driven from the town by 
his owu people, for his indifference to their interests, 
nnel tho wanton cruelty 'with which he treated them 
and their children. At different times he seized 
se,'erru individuals of both sexes, nnd sold them as 
slavos, "ithout assigning any canse for the net. This 
drew on him tho vengeance of tho friends and rela­
tiNS of tho 8ltftOl'Ors, who prm'ailed on their towns­
pooplo to I\.rise "'ith thcro and punish the aggressor. 
'rho IZlttor soon found that his party was too weak 
to withstand tho attacks of the cxa-sperated popu­
lace, and he fled to a remote 'illngo, where he now 
resides; and the inhabitants of Acboro immediately 
elected a more hUlllnno and benevolent goyernor in his 
stead. 

Wo rose this morning. as usual, at an early hour ; 
and fimling mysolf sufficiontly reeoyered to ride on 
horscbnck. we bl\de farewell to tho governor of Acboro, 
and quitted the town by sunrise, ta.king care to use 
the samo prccl\.utioos against robbers as yesterday, 
III a.u hom and three-quarters wo entered no open 
tlu{l delightful villt\gc. called Lazipa. An assem­
blt\ge of FntHuh hut~ stood near it, by which their 
beautiful cattle were grnzing. '·Ve stopped a short 
time to admire them. Many of the bullocks were aa 
white os snow; others were spotted like a leopard's 
skin; and others agnin woro dotted with red and 
blt\ck 011 0. whit.o ground. A FalMah girl presented 
us "ith a bowl of new milk, which was "ory ngreeable 
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and refreshing j and, "after Clrinking it, we bade adieu 
to the Faia.taha and their cattle for ever. 

We · had not travelled a, great way from Lazipa 
before we had to cross a large morass, on the borders 
9f which 1\ very large and handsome species of water .. 
lily fiourisJlCS in great perfection. We crossed this 
morass without difficult.y or trouble. and with the 
same facility, also, two small· streams, which inter­
sected the road. At nine, A,M., we urrived at C()()Wo, 
which, like La.zipa, is an open village, but the former 
is by far the most extensiye of the two. A person 
who may have travelled from Penzance, in Cornwall, 
to the Land's End, and observed the nature of the 
soil, and the blocks of granite which are scattered 
over its surfnce, will haye a very good idea of the 
country between Acboro and Oootoo, only that here 
it -is much more woody. 

After leaving Oootoo, however, the a-spect of the 
8ulToundiug scenery speedily changcd, aud became 
infinitely more pleasing. The soil was more rich 
and deeper j patches of verdure and cult.ivated land 
were more frequent, the latter being neatly fenced j 

nne, handsome trees, wit,h their spreaiii,ng branches 
and thick foliage, embellished tho country in every 
direction, and extended to the eastern horizon. Oue 
would be inclined to suppose that these t.rees had 
been carefully planted by the hand of man, for they 
grew at equal distances from each other, nod none 
seemed to inteJ:fere with the order, beauty, and regu-:o 
Inrity of its neighbour. The soil between them was 
covered with n. 80ft gr:een turf, which rendered the 
whole view rcmnl'kn.bly pleasant. It v,-ns over this 
delightful landscape that we tl"t'l.,·elled; the morning 
was cooled by n. refreshing south-enst. \yiud, and we 
were both on good terms wi.th ourselyes. and grat.ified 
by eyerything around ut). At lellgth we oQme in 
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sight of numerous herds of fine cattle, a.ttended by 
little boys; and shortly after, we arrived at n. clenn 
nnd neat Fnlatnh village, whose inliabitants were 
employed in feeding calves, and other occupations 
connected 'with an African farm. 'rYe then crossed 
n small stream, and entcred n. town of prodigious 
c...\.lent, called B61wo, 'whioh is fortified with a triple 
wnll and moats. Without being exposed to the 
customa.ry tiresome formalities, we were immediately 
cOl\(lucted to tho residence of the governor. The 
usunl com'crsation passed betweon us; nnd, after we 
had returned to our hut, a bullock was sent us, ,,'ith 
yams, bl'\.uanas, and a huge calabash of new milk, 
which did not conttl.iu less than six gallons; and OllI' 

people sat dOWll to enjoy themselves in porfect goed 
humour. 

In the afternoon, 0. message was de.lh·ercd to us, 
e.ignif)'iug thn-t the goyornor's 'f bead minister" would 
be "ory gltld to see us, and would thank us to ,'isit bim 
in tho COUl'se of t.he (b.y. But hwing experienced 
1\ relapse, my sufferings were such as to prevent 
my leasing the hut, and roy brother was theref?re 
obliged to go alolle. Ho afterwards informed me, 
tlHlot n pleasant walk of rather more than two miles 
conducteu him to the habitntion of the minister, by 
whom he was yery kindly received. The compli­
ments of the day ouIy were exchanged between 
them: and the numerous wises and large family of 
tho master of the house, who ru-e on these occasions 
gonerally exhibited to n stronger, having amply grati­
fied. their curiosity by an examinn.tiou of his persou, the 
iutcryicw terroilln.led; aud ho llresently returned to 
QUf a.bode, aTter promising to ,'isit the minister again 
tu-lUorrow. BUIloo lies uorth-cast of Acboro, aud is 
built on the slope of n. yel'Y gentle aud fertile hill, at 
whose bnsc fimn3 n. streaUl of milk·white water; and 
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behind which, on a rising ground, is the Falil.tah 
hamlet already mentioned. Its immense triple wall 
is little short of twenty miles in circuit; but, besides 
huts and gardens, it incloses 0. vast number of ncres 
of excellent meadow land, on which bullocks, sheep, 
and goats, indiscriminately feed. By the hasty view 
obtained of it, the town is not much unlike Kano ; 
but there is no large swamp like that which intersects 
the latter city. B6hoo was formerly the metropolis of 
Yarriba.; but about half a century ago, the reigning 
prince preferring the plain at Katunga, the seat of 
government was transferred thoro i since which t.imo 
B6hoo has materially declined in wealth, popula.tion, 
and consequence, olthough it is st.ill considered a 
plo.ce of greo.t importance, and the second town in 
the kingdom. It is bouncled on all sides by hills of 
gradual ascent, which are prettily wooded, and com­
mands au extensive horizon. The land in the vicinity 
of the town presents a. most inviting sppca,rance, by 
no mcans inferior to any part of England in th~ most 
favourable senson of the yenr. It seem to be duly 
appreciated by the Falatahs, so great a nwnber of 
whom reside ,vith their flocks in different parts, that 
the minister candidly declared he could not infonn 
us of their amount. These foreigners sell their milk, 
butter, nnd cheese, in the market, at a reasonable rate. 
The latter is wade into little cakes of about an incb 
squuro, and, when fried in butter, is very pruntable. 
I t is of tho consistence and appearanco of the whito of 
nn egg, boile(l bard. 

I have been very ill all the evening with fe,'er, 
accompanied by exoruoiating pains in the bowels; but 
my spirits arc cheerful, and I bopo. soon to recover. 
We are thankful that we have not been both thus 
affiioted at the snme time. As soon as one of us 
has in a measure regained his strength, his nssistnncc 
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hM bool! required to rWD illtor to tho wante of tho 
other. 

ll'etilleWa!J. M"!J 5t1t.-Agrccnbly to tho pro1ui80 
my brothor mado yestorday, ho loft roo to tbo onro of 
P08koo nod bja wife, tbis morning, and haetooed to 
pt~y his rcepects to tho ohiof'a hend moo, or minieU>.r, 
0" he is called. It o.ppco.rs tbo.L thi8 m.a.n hns 
becn placed in his prescnt eitun-tion by tho King of 
Katungo., R8 0. kind of ~py on the actions of Lbo 
governor, who cnn do DOthing of 0. public natura 
without, in the first place. consulting bim, nnd obto.in­
in~ his cooacnt to tho mCMuro. Y ot he conflucll 
himself Ie well in 11is diao.grccable OffiCD. that ho has 
Wf)n lh~ good-will not only of tho governor of tho 
t()Wll. hut n]i!f) of its inhabitant". A kind of rivalf')" 
niBt" lmtv.cen the mini~tor and hiB mtlAtor i but th(>n 
it i~ 0. rivnlry in good, and no io bad o.otirlO", Henr­
ing ~hBt the governor bad giVI'O us tl. bullock. and 
lWmcthing be!:tidj'"~, he prcscnl~d my hr(Jth(~r with 0. 

"imilur on,. , and 0. largo Cruo.bl\Bh of pi/if) (country 
bl'l'r). whi('h he distributed o.mQng th060 W]-IO hn.d 
o.l'companicd him. A hotLlc 1)£ hooey comple-lea tho 
list of J)rr~'l'nt.A. Bod thoy were f()rUlwitb forwo.rrlcd 
VJ I)o r bahitution. hut ruT brothf"!T remAined tJ. (.'rm­
_i.l('rabl.., timo afterward; with tho chi(>f. 110 w(U 

filled witb Ilm(l.1,f'mf:nt at tho formation and tirking 
of my hrotht'r'. watch ..... hich h~ gn.z(>,j on and lill-­
~h{'d to "';th trIlOA' ... .,rt; hiA ,"pUN> O.}."" f!xrittd hi" 
f'.Ilw"r rnntl8ily , and ho cxamin·~d thom with \hi' 
nllOutl'al Attention, 11J} ht)JH~d. hI" IBid. that Got.! 
woof.! 1)1~ 11$ both, and thllL wo had bi"" hf:"t "i ... hf"8 

f'Ir (Jur f 1.,." Ill' T' lJIArked. furthr-r. thnl .... hittl OIt'U 
W·,r hipP""" "the fimat G()fi nloDt',-llnd 80 ,lid l,ln('x 
m .1'J; an.1 that 0",( ry hi ing t)f liff' "M flt'ri"fNJ 
lrom thAt 860rce. 

i)n ml1,roth,x, r("fum, 1 WM Ynry jJ1 j I JuvJ IWl n 
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so faint and sick during his absenoe, th'at my recovery 
soemed doubtful, but a few hours afterwards r became 
bettor. In the afternoon, I sont to the governor and 
his minister, who had behaved so handsomely to us, 
tlu'co yards of fine red cloth, a comm()n looking-glass, 
tobacco-pipo, a. pair of scissors, snuff-box., and a. 
large clasp-knife. The tobncco-I)ipe was much 
ndmired, but the rod cloth was most valued i with 
tho whole, however, they were both perfectly well 
pleased, and were oxtrnyagant in expressions of 
gratitude. One of tho bullocks was slaughtered 
this morning, and about two-thirds of it distributed 
by the go,'OI'UOl' and his chief mo.n to tho 1)001' of tho 
town; the remainder of the OEll'cnse was dinded 
equally among our attendnnts, who are in DO hurry to 
leave the vince, while their present unusually good 
fnro is to bo had. \ 

Last evening, t.wo female acquaintallcos, who had 
bcen separatcd from each othel' for a short timo 
only, lllet in the yard adjoining ow'S, whereiu OnG 

of thom constnntly resides. '1'he women burst into 
tears directly they saw ench other, and cried loud 
ono\lgh to bo heard distinctly by us during the 
whole of tho night i nor did thoy ceo.se g iving vent 
to thoir foolings till some time after sunrise t.his 
morning. . 
, ThUl .. ~a.f/, l)fay 6tll.-1 am now so for improved 
in. health, thnt I hopo by to-morrow to be able to 
travel On hOl'sebnck. Perhaps of all evils that cn.n 
amict n. sick })01'S01\, noises of any kind nre tho 
greatest. In Africa, whether one is ill or well, it 
is oxnotly tho same, nothing like l,enoe 01' quiet i~ 
anywhero to be found. Independent of the continual 
fluttering of l1igeons, which roost oloso to our ears, 
tho bleatiu('/' of sheep and goats, nnd tho bnl'king. of 
)\umorous h°nlf-stI3ned dogs, we nro still morc ser iously 
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annoyed by the incessant clo.ttcr of women 's tongues, 
w'"hich pursues 'lIS everywhere, and which I really 
believe nothing less than sickness or death on theit 
pa-rt can cffectuo.lly silence, The shrillness of their 
voices drowns the blea.ting of the sheep and the 
yellings of the canine race j and notwithstanding all 
my brother's exertions, seconded by those of our 
people, tiheir noise in this town has constantly dis~ 
turbed rue during my illness. A person in England 
might be inclined to think lightly of the matter; 
but it is indeed a grievance which can ill be borne by 
an imcnJid languishing under a wasting disease, and 
who has equally as much need of rest and silence as 
of medicine. Besides these grieYances, the shouts of 
the people outside the yard, nnd the perpetual squall­
ing of children within it, the buzzing of beetles and 
drones, the per}letnal attacks of mosquitoes and 
innumcl't\,blc flies. form a bost of irritating evils, to 
wbich a sick person is e:-..-posed, and to which he is 
obligc~l patiently to submit, until, \)y a. relief from his 
disorder, he is enabled to stand upon his legs and 
ouce more take his mm part. But even then 
noises assail his ears, and he does not enjoy the 
happiness of perfeot silence unless he enters n groye 
or forest. 

We wore visited this morning by a. party of 
FalMnhs of both· sexes. They differ but little either 
in colour or feature from the original nati,'es of the 
soil. In dress and ornrunents, however. there is a 
slight distinotion betw"een them. They display more 
taste in their apparci, and wear a greater number of 
ornaUlents round the neck aud wrists: they pay 
greater attontion also to their hair, which the women 
plait with t)stouishing ingenuity. Like that of the 
young worunu we met at J 6uno., their heads exactly 
resemble a dragoon's helmet. The hair is much 

YOLo 1. 
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longer, of course, than that of the negro, which 
enables the Falatahs to weave it on both sides of the 
head into a kind of queue, whicb, passing over each 
cbeek, is tied lroder the chin. Another company of 
Fala.tahs came to us ~n the evening, for they had 
nel'or beheld Q. white man, nncl curiosity had led them 
to our habitation. They brought us a present of it 

little thick milk, which they begge<.l us to accept, and 
then wcut ::tway highly gra.tified with the inteniew. 
The behaviour of the whole of them was extremely 
reseneJ and respectful ; nothing in ow' persons 
excited their merriment; on the cont.rary. t.bey seemed 
silently to admire oW' dress and complexion; and 
haNillg looked well at us from a little distancc, 
seemed grateful for the trea,t. The kindness and 
generosity of the goycrnor of B6hoo continues 
unabated : instead of diminishing, it seems t.o 
strengthen ; he literally inundates us with milk, and 
he is equally uwish with other things, It gives 
us unmixed pleasure to meet with so much llath"e 
politeness aD(1 attention from n· quarter wBere we 
least e).'"}lected it, and nt a time also when it is- mos.t 
required .. 

F1,'day. Jfay 7tJt,-After wo had retired to rest 
last night, n Falatah woman came to our dwe!Jing. 
bringing with lier a quantity of eggs of t.he Gumea­
hen. and a large bowl ofUlilk fresh from the co,,', asn. 
return for a few needles we had given her in the. 
afternoon, \~le relate this little circ umst.ance simply 
to show the difference between the FnL\tahs and the 
Yarribeans, in point of gratitude for favours they 
mlly have ' received, The laHer are w~ry seldom 
thankful, and never acknowledge gratitude as a 
virtue; the inruli'erence, unconcern, and even con­
tempt, which they .. often evince on receiying our 
l)l'"esents, is a proof of this; a.nd, with very few 
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exceptions., we ne\'er observed a Yarribean to be 
sincerely thankful for anything. ~ 

In the morning I was able to sit on horseback j and 
u.s wo were setting oft', the governor came out to wish 
us fa.rewell, and ~ to present us 'with two thousand 
cowo.ries for the purpose of assisting us on our journe.yo. 
We have said that B6bo~ is about twenty miles in 
circumfoo'cnce-perhaps we guessed considerably 
within bounds j for as we rode out of the city, "e 
wero astonished at its yost extent. Two hours after 
leaving B6hoo, we passed through an agreeable, thinly 
inhabited yillo.ge, cnlled MaltJo; and in somewhat less. 
than au hour after, ru;riyed at Ja.gii.ta, which is a 
lll.rge and compact town, fortified by a neater and 
mora substaut.iilolly-built wall than any we. ho.ye yet 
scen. 

Jaq[tta Des E.S.E. of BohoC', from which it is 
i.lista;lt, ns nearly as we can guess, from twelYe to 
thirteen miles. In the course of the journey we met 
n party of Nouffic trudel's from Ooulfo, with asses 
carrying trona for the Gonja market. Among them 
wcre two WOillen Ycry neatly clad in their native cos­
tume, with clean ,~thite tobes outside their other 
1l'}lpll.rcl, resembling as nea.rly as possible the chemise 
of Ew'Opcan Indies. These asses were the first beasts 
we bad obse1"Yed oonployed in carrying burdens. for 
hitherto pCOl)le of both se....:es and of nll ages, espe­
oially \,~omen' and female children, have performed 
these laborious duties. 

The goyornor of J nguta came to apologise in the 
0\'cning for not haying attended us the greater p.n.rt of 
the day. on tho plea thn.t he ha.d been engaged in the 
country with his people in ma.king a fetfsh for the 
prosllcrity of the king of I{u.Lung·u,; The return 
of the gO\Temor aud his procession to the town was 
t\nnouuccu by u flourish of drums, fifes, &c., with thl" 

13 
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usunl accompaniments of singing and dancing. The 
musicilms arc now performing before him in a yard 
which is next to ours. It is between teu and eloven 
l'.M. ; ' and it is likely that our ears will be stwmed by 
a combination of tho most barbarous sounds in the 
world for the remainder of the night. I t is well that 
I am so fnr recovered ns not t·o cnre about it, or this 
abomiuo.ble din would drivo me t.o distraction. W"o 
IlI'O daily assured that tho path is rendered exceed­
ingly dangerous by bnnditti; and the governor of 
this pIneo has been eudeayouring. with a good deal of 

. 'earnestness, to persuade us that our goods will not be 
l'cspecLed by them. It will scarcely be believed, ho,,­
oyer, that this universa.l drenel originntes from a few 
Borgoo desperadoes, who, rut.hough only nrmed with 
powder and a feW" broken muskets, can put 0. whole 
legion of the timid nntivcs to flight. The inhabitants 
of the town havo beon firing repeatedly this evening. 
to deter this forruido..ble foe from sco.ling their wall and 
taking possession of their to""ll . 

Satu~'da!l, J.1[aySth.-Last night and the preceding 
one we were visited by thunder-storms, which did 
not, however, annoy us, The nntives, as usual, 
impute the seasonable weather t.o our agency alone j 

and, in consequence, our o,r1'ival at Ulany places ·hns 
been bailed wit.h t.ransport, as the most fortunate 
thing that eould have bappened. It is astonishing to 
find how extrcQlely pll.l:tinl the rains ba:va been here. 
I n some districts the gronnd, for this month past, 
has beon literally cU.'enched, while in others, only Il 

fow miles di stnut from them, yegeto.tion hus been 
sufl0ring from a. wnnt of water. 

E xtraordinary propn1'ations wero rondo by the 
""ov01'no1' of Jagutn, to ensure om' safety on the 
dreaded pathway; and fL. horseman, armed with a 
sword nnd spear, in company with four foot soldiers, 
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who were equipped with bows and several huge 
quivers full of arrows, were in readiness to offer \1 8 

thoir protection this morning. '1' he horseman pre­
ceded our party, and played off a variety of antics, 
to our groat amusement. He seemed not a little 
satisfied with himself; he flourished his naked sword 
ovor his head; brandished his spear i made his horse 
curvet, and bound, and gallop alternately; and his 
dress beiug cxtrcmely grotesque, besides being old 
aud torn, gave him au appearance not unlike that of 
11 bundle of rags flying through the air. But, with 
till this display of acti\ity and heroism, the man 
would have tied "ith terror from his own shadow by 
moonlight; nud we really regretted that a few 
defenooless women were the only iudiyiduals that 
crossett our path to Imt his courage to the test, the 
formidablo " war-men" being elsewhere. 

Our journey to-day bas been vexatiously short, not 
b aYing exceeded four miles j and it is utterly beyond 
our power to persuade the superstitious natives, who 
conform only to their fetf$h in these matters, thnt the 
robbers would be afraid to think of atta.cking white 
meu. '1' hc town at which we are now halting is called 
Shea. nnd is defended by a wall. I t possesses "­
numerous population. if we may be allowed to form 
an opinion from tho ,'ast number of indi,iduals that 
gathered around us. immediately on our entrance 
through the gateway. A stranger, however, cannot 
gh'o o.uythiug like l\ correct estimate of the popula­
tiou of any inhabited plnco in this pnrt of Africa j for, 
l\~ ho cau only judge of it by the number of court­
yards a town or rillllgc may contain, and as in ooe 
COUl't-.YIlXtl thel'o may be residing at least a hundred 
people, aud in the ouo ncxt to it perhaps not more 
than six 01" sC"cn, tho difficulty will bo immediately 
perceived. Gcnerully speaking, the description of 
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on.e town in Yarriba would n.nswor for tho whole. 
Oleanliness and order may contribute to tbesupe­
riori ty of OOG placo over another, which may likcwjso 
ha.ve tho ad\'lLntll.ges of a rich soil, 0, pleasant neigh.­
bonrhood, aod be ol'OI1mented· witu :fine spreadiug and 
shady trees, but the form of the bouses and squares 
js cvorywhoro the same: irregular and badly-built 
clay-walls. ragged-looking tho..tched roofs, and floors 
of mud polished with COW-d\Ulg , form tho habitations 
of tho chief VIU't of the natives of Yarriba, compared 
to most of which l\ common English bo.rn is a 
l'alaco. 'fho only difi'orenco between the residence 
of a chief o..nd those of his subjeots lies in tho llum­
bel', and not in tbo superiority of his court-yards; 
and these 0..1'0 for tho most part tcmnntod by womell 
nud slaves, togot.her with flocks of sheep !lnd goat.s. 
und abundanoe of pigs and poul try, mixed together 
iud!scl'iminatoly. 

Yesterday wo crossed two small rivers, and to~dll.y 
passed over u. Itu'gel' onc, which wcre nU flowing frow 
north to south. SIleo, lios four miles E.b.S.of Jagiitn. 
The governor of the town has presented U,5 ,yith {\ 
pig, and a qUfI,oMty of country beCI', and we ho.vo nlso 
received littlo t>reseuts of provisions from a few' of the 
poople. 

Sunday, J.l1ay 9''',_\\'0 ngl'oed, rather l'eluct.antly, 
to witness u.n exhibition of tumbling, .. ~e., tIus U1orn~ 
lUg. pt'eviolls to quitting the town, il.nd whUo we woro 
on horseback. This dotained us 1\ little; but as soon 
ns it W08 OVOl', wo wore eBco~'ted out of tho tow'n by 
beat of drum, preceded by UJl firmed hOl'semnn n.nd 
nn UI\Rl'med drummor, and oontinued our journey 
followed by n. multitudo of tho inhu.bitunts. \Vo 
passed tlU'ough n. ,-ery hU'ge wnlled to'wn culled Esata/II 

nbout six miles from Shell. i but ita WIlU is dih'LpidatGd, 
find tho hn.bitntions of tho people in ruins, and almost 
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n.ll des~rted. This towD, which was oot long since well 
inha.bited, has been reduced to its present desolato 
aud misero.ble sta te by the protection which its ruler 
grunted to au infamous robber, whoso coutinued 
assaults on defenceless travellers, and his cruelty to 
thclU, at l ength o.ttracted the notice of the King of 
!CMunga. But, previous to this, the inhabitants of 
anolhOl' to\"'-o, not far oft', many of whom had at 
ditrol'out times Buffored from his bold attacks, called 
in n number of Borgoo men, who bore no better 
roputatiou for honestj~ than the robber himself, nnd 
resolved to attempt tho capture of the ruffian in his 
stronghold. without other assistance. Their efforts, 
howcl'or, wore ulllwo.iling. The governor, entrenched 
in his wlllloJ. town, and supported by his people. 
sholtQl'oU the miscreant, and compelled his enomies 
to raiso the siege. About this tilUe 0. messenger 
arrived at EsaJay fl'om the King .of Kn.tunga. with 
commands for the gO\'ernor to deli\"er up the robber 
to punishment; but, instead of obe);ng them, he 
pri\'ntoly wo.rncd the man of his donger. who took 
immediate u.d,·outt'gc of it, and made his escape to 
Nouflio. The gO\'ernor was suspeoted of niding the 
~scn.pc of the robber; and Il second messenger soon 
aft")r arrived from Katunga, with ordors for the guilty 
ohief either to poy a. fine to tho king of 120.000 
cowrios, or put a pcl'iod to his oxistence by taking 
poison. Neither of these commands suiting ~he incli~ 
untion of the go"Cfnor of Bsnlay, he a.ppointed 1\ 

dcput}. oud pri\'ntcly fled to the neigbbow-ing tOW\l 

of Sh~l\, there to nwalt the final determination of his 
oUTngod :)oYcreigu. \\T 0 saw ilim at the la.tter town 
y('stcnluy, dressed in a fa.ncifully made tobe, on 
which a great nUUlbor of Arah cbaracters were 
lI titrhcd. ITe walked nbout nt perfect liberty, and did 
not :.l.('cm to take his coudition much to hcnrt. The 
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inhabitants ofEsalay, finding thn~ their ruler had de­
serted them, that they were threatened by the King of 
Katunga, and that the Borgoo men, emboldened by 
the encouragement they receiyed from that monarch, 
were also lurking about the neighbourhood and ready 
to do them auy mischief, took the alarm, and, imitat­
ing the example of their chief, most of them deserted 
their huts, 8J;ld scattered themseh-es among the dif­
ferent towns and villages in the neighbourhood. Very 
few people now reside at EsaJ.o.y j and this town, 
lately so populous and flourishing, is little better thun 
iI. heap of ruins. 

After we had passed through Esalay. we crossed n. 
large morass and three rivers, which intersected the 
road-way_ The croaking from a. multitude of frogs 
which they contained, in addition to the noise of our 
drum, produced so animating an effect on our carriers, 
that they ran along with their burdens doubly as 
quick as they did bafore. 'Ve then arrived at an 
open village caned OA:isabba, where wa halted for two 
hours under the sbadow of a large tree, to aUow some 
of out men, who had been loitering behind, to rejoin 
us, after which we again set forwa.rd, and did not 
stop till we arrived at t.he large and handsome waUed 
town of Atoop¢, which the latc Capt.ain OIo.pperton 
passed through in the last al.'pedition. During our 
ride. we obsaryed a range of wooded hills running 
from N.N.E. to S.S.W.; and passed through a wil­
derness of stunted t.rees, which was relieved at inter­
vals by patches of cultivated land ; but there is not 
so much cultivation as one might expect to find ncar 
the capital of Yarriba. Atoopa is about twenty 
miles N.h.E. of Shea, the town in which we slept 
last night. 

Monday, llIay IOth.-Anued guides are no longer 
oonsidored necessary j and we set out tP-is DlOl'ning 
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only with our Badagry and Janua messengers and 
intel'proters. On going out of Atoopa, we crossed a 
ri\for \,·hioh flowed by the foot of that town. where our 
carriors overtook us, nnd we trilNclled on together. 
Tho country through which the path lies is unCODl­
mouly fine; it is partia.lly oultivated. abounding in 
,",ood and water, and appeared, by the number of 
\>illagos which is scattered over its slUfacc. to be very 
populous. As we rode along. n. plnce was pointed 
out to us where a murder had been committed 
about scyen years ago, on the porson of a young 
lUan. ITe fell a victim to a party of Borgoo scoun­
drels, for refusing to giye up his CODlpa.uion to them. 
a young girl, to whom he was shortly to be married. 
ThIJY. fit first, endeavoured to obtain her from him 
by 1~i.J.' means; but he obstinll.tcly refused to Mcede 
to their roquest. and contrived to kcep the marauders 
at bo)' till the young woman had made her escape, 
\I'hen he, also. ran for his life. He WM closely pur­
sued by them; and, pierced by the number of aiTOWS 
whioh they shot at him, he at length fell doW'll, and 
~li(ld ill the path, after hll\'ing run more than a. milo 
from the plaoe whore the first a.rrow had struck hiro. 
By tho caro with which this story is treasured up in 
their memories, nod the earnestness nud horror with 
which it is teinted, 'YO are inclined to believe that, 
although thol'o is so great 0. fuss about the Borgoo 
robbCf$, i\.lld so manifest a drend of them. a murder 
on th~ lligh,,-u,)' is of Ycry raro occurrence. vVhen 
this crime is. perpotrutcd, the wholo uation seems to ' 
be t"rror-smick. nod the people rise up in arms, as 
if a public eDClUY woro denlstatiog their country, nod 
slt\ughtcring its inhabitants "lithout. mcrcy, This is 
UlI,) only instance we have heard of t\ young ma.n 
(lntcrlt\iuing a. strong a.ttachmeut for t\ female. :Mar­
ri;\gu is celebrated by the natives as unconcernedly as 
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possible: a man thinks as little of taking a wife 0.5 of 
cutting.o.n car of corn ; affection is altogether out of 
the question. 

A village in ruins, and n. small tOl\"D. called. lVdma, 
where we halted for u. short time, were the only 
inhabited piRees we passed through during the day, 
till our entrance into the town of Leoguadda, which 
is sun'ollDded by a double wnil, and in which we 
intend to pass the night. The governor happened to 
be in his gn.rden, on our arrival, so that we were com· 
pletely wearied with waiting for him; but as he did 
not make his appearance, we ourselves found Qut a. 
convenient and comfortable hut; and, though we were 
assailed by n. volley of abuse from the mouths of 
half-a.-dozen women, ,,~e succeeded in sending them 
away. and we now remain in tranquil possession of 
our quarters. In the centre of ow' yard is n circular 
inclosure without a roof, within which is an alligator, 
that has been confined there seven ycurs. This vora­
cious nnima.l is fed with rats only, and he generally 
devours fixe a day. One of the inhabitants. perceiving 
that I was rather inquisitive. vohmteered to go to a 
river in the ,'icinity of the town, and to return in 
a few miuutes with as many young crocodiles as I 
might wish for j but, as I had no oPllortn.nit)..- of 
com'eying animals of this description through the 
country, I declined the mn.n 's offer, The inhabit.nnt.s 
of Leogundda, hONing probably no vegetable poison, 
make usc of the venom of snakes ou the t.ips of their 
arrows, Tho hends of those SOl'peuts fl'o~ whioh they 
Cl.·t.ract this deadly substanco are exposed on stioks, 
which arc thrust into the inside of the thatch of their 
dwelling as n kind of trophy. 

Leoguadda is almost surrounded by rugged hills, 
formed by loose blocks of granite: these, added to 
fL quantity of taU trees, always green, and growing 
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within the waUs, render the to\nl inconceivably plcn. 
snnt and romantic . Immense trncts of land nre cul­
tivated in the vicinity of the town, with corn, yams, 
~h. ; and abundance of swine, poultry, goats, and 
shl.!cp, aro bred by its inhabitants. Formerly, ruso, 
herds of· cattle were to be seen in the mendows; but 
thl.-y belonged to FoJiUnhs, who, we were told, ficd from 
Leoguadda some time since, to join their countrymen 
.t AI6,·ie. 

Tuesday. Ma!Jl1Ih.- 'Wo left Leogunddn carly in 
tllO morning, nnd about the middle of the forenoon 
reached n walled town of some extent, called Eetch6. 
The place is of importance, on account of a large 
weokly mouket which is held in it. Eetch6 has 
r('contly boon more than half consumed by fire, and 
will not, it i8 suppo$ed, regain its former condition 
for somo time. Like most. large trading towns, it is 
ill n~ unsottled nud filtby a state as cnn bo conceiyed. 
This day's jow"Oey has been highly agreeable; the 
path h\)' through Il. beautiful country, yaried in many 
plnccs by bills of coarse granite, which arc formed of 
Lnrge singlo blocks. heo.ped on each otber. Trees 
and s.hrub:) of (l. beautiful gl·eou were growing from 
thcir interstices, and olmost hid tho masses of stono 
from \·jew. . 

Tho goyc.rnor of Eetoh6 wolcomctl. us to his town 
Ycry civilly: but his kindness as yet has extended 
no further: and, although in all probability he is as 
opulout as most chiefs ou the rood, yet he did not 
fvUo\\" their Q.'"(tllllple in giving us proyi:3ions, but left 
U~ to pT"~uro tbem oursch-cs in the best manner we 
W('1"e aWe. About 0. stono's throw to the west of the 
town is the maio road to BQrgooJ .J..YQujJie, HduuoJ 
ruoorie. &c., six hours' rillo on which would take 
us out of Y In-riba into the territories of the ICing 
of Ki..lUla. It is a genoroJ custom here, when auy 
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stranger of consequence approaches Katunga, to send 
a messenger before hiro, for the purpose of informing 
the king of the circumstance; and, ns we nre con­
sidered in that light, one of our J6nna. guides will set 
out for the above purpose to-Dlorrow; and we are told 
that we must remain here till Thursday morning for 
an escort of soldiers, which wi.ll be sent to llleet us. 
,Yo have no inclination for the honour, os it would 
expose us to a thousand little inconveniences j and 
we, therefore, intend to avoid it, by leaving this place 
by moonlight. 

I t will scarcely be believed, that nov less than one 
hundred and sixty governors of towns and villages 
between this plnce and the sea-coast, all belonging 
to Yarribn. have died from nat.ural causes, or ha.~"e 
been sluin in w(\r, since I was last here; fWd thnt, of 
tho inhabited l)laces through which we bayo passed, 
uot more than a half~dozcn chiefs are alive, at this 
moment, who received and entertained me. on my 
return to Bndagry, three years ago. 

l Vcdnesdajl\ lVay 12tJl. - We were visited last 
night by a tornado j and it rained so heavily tbis 
morning. tlmt oven if 'Wo had not been obliged to 
remain in Eetcb6 to~day, it would have been next to 
impossible to have pursued our journey. lJ..'he cele· 
bratecl market of this ploee may be said t? commence 
about, ll)id~day; at which time tbousands of buyers 
and sellers bad assembled in a large open space in 
the heart of the tOWll, presenting the most busy, 
bustling SCeUG imaginable. To say nothiug of the 
hUlll and cllltter of such n. multitude of barbarians, 
the incessant exertions of 0. horrid band of native 
musicians rendered our own wiccs inaudible. PCOI)Ic 
from Kahmgn. and other towns of less importance, 
flocked into Eotch6, to nttend tho market to-day, 
which, we arc informed, waS, nevertheless, not 50 well .. 
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o.ttonded as on former occasions ; the rain that had · 
fallon, and tho alleged danger which besets the path. 
haYing prevented many thousands from leaving their 
0\)"0 abodes. OOUDtry cloth, indigo, provisions, &c., 
WOre offered for sale; but we observed nothing in 
the market deserring particular notice. The town 
is to be woll guarded to-night, for fear of its being 
attacked whilst 'we remain in it.; and it is given 
out, that H.ny Que found loitering outside the walls 
after sUDset, will be seized without ceremony, and his 
cft'cct.s taken from him. A very ungallant custom 
prevails at Eetch6 j which is, that every woman who 
attends the market for the purpose of selling any 
nuticlo. is obliged to pay a tax. of ten cowries to 
tho governor: whilst auy individual of the other 
sox is o.llowed to entor the town and vend his 
commodities publicly, without paying any duty 
whate"er. 

Tlmrsdo!!, ilIa!! 13tit.-"\Jle arose at a very early 
hour this morning, to undertake the journey to Ka­
tunga, which is ra.ther long; and we hoped not only 
to reach that ci ty before the heat became oppressive, 
but olso to nxoid, if possible, the escort which we 
bud little doubt the king would send out to meet us ; 
yet., notwit.hstanding oW" ;most strenuous exertions, 
it ,,'as si.~ o'clock before we were all ready to depart. 
Tho nil' WM cooler than we ht ... ,'"e felt. it since landing 
from the Clinker, the thermometer being as low as 
710 in the shndo. Tho natives appeared to feel this 
:5c\'erity of the weather most keenly; for, though 
they huddled themselves up in their warmest cotton 
dresses. they were yet. shivering wi.th cold. Hundreds 
of people, and perhaps if I were to say thousands the 
number would not be oycrmtcd, preceded and followed 
\18 ou the- pu.iliwny; nnd, as they ,,;udcd through 
thick forest::!, nlong narrow ronds, their blue and 
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white clothing, contra-sted with the deep green of the 
ancient trees, produced an eminently pleasing effect. 
After a hasty ride of two hours, w'e came in sight of 
the town of Eet.clwlee, outside of which are numerous 
trees, and underneath their widely-spreading branches 
we observed va.rious groups of people seated on the 
turf, taking refreshment. We joined t,hern, partook 
of a. lit,tle corn and water, which is 0111' usual tra.elling 
fare, and then renewed our journey in good spirits; 
but we had not proceeded a great way, when the 
escort, about wbich we had been so unea-sy, was 
descried at a distance, and, approaching us at a rapid 
pace, joined the party in a very few minutes. There 
was no great renson, after all, for our modesty to be 
offended, either at the splendour or number of our 
retiuM, for happily it consisted only of a few ragged 
individuals on foot, and eight on horseback: ,,;th the 
latter was a. single drwnmer; but the former could 
boast of haring in 'their train men ,,;th whistles, 
drums, and trumpets, 

I sOlUldcd my bugle j n,t which the nnti"es were 
astonished and pleased: but n. blnck trumpeter, jealous 
of the performance, challenged a contest for the 
superiority of thc rcspecti"c instruments, which ter­
minated in the cut.ire defeat of the African, who was 
hooted and laughed at by his companions for his pre­
swnption, anel gaye up the trilll in despair. I lWNB 

rend somewhere, that iu ancient time there was a 
contest between n. nightingolo and :l.fnmous·musician, 
whose name I 1(\.\'0 forgot; and that the melodious 
bird, despniriug to equal the diyine strains which wore 
produced by the minstrel, acknowledged his superiority 
by folling dead fit his fcct. Now, the disconcerted 
African did not certainly e).:pire at the moment, but 
he hung down his hond, remoined silent, looked ex­
tremely silly, and did not YcntW'e to 1mb his horn 
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to his mouth again, till he imagined his compnnions 
bad either overlooked, or in SOUle measure forgotten, 
his defoat. Among the instruments used on thi s 
momol'n.ble occasion WllS a. piece of iron, in shape 
oxactly resombling the bottom of a pa.rlour fire­
shovol. I t was played on by Q. thiok piece of wood, 
Il n ~ 1 produced sounds infinitely less hannonious than 
" marro"r·bones nnd cleo.vera. " 

Tho lender of our escort wus n. sth:l.llge-looking, 
powerful follow, o.lld might v"6ry well ser\'c tho writer 
of 1\ l·omi\.UCe ns the hero of his tale, in the character 
of k(leper of an enchauted casUe, when fiorce, sco,yling 
looks, tenific frowns, and a peculiarly wild expres­
sion of countenance, nrc intended to be naturally 
described; for the lUau's stature was gig-..mtic; his 
(lyos la.rge. keen, piercing, and ever ill motion; his 
broad noso squatted over both cheeks; his lips im­
mensely la.rge, exposing l\ fine set of toeth; the beard 
was binck, thick, and grisly. and, eo,rering all the 
lower pnrt of his fnco. reached to his bosom. The 
famous Blue Beard WtlS nothing to him; and, in 
g azing on his features, one would almost be inclined 
to bolim'e that all tho roost iniquitous and depraved 
pllssions of hwnnn nature were centred in his heart. 
1 ct wi.th so unlovely and forbidding au appearance. 
the ll)aU is in reality as innocent and docile as a lamb. 
lie ,,"01'1.' on his head a small rush hat. ill shape like 
l\ common eurthenwnrc pan inverted, 01' like the hilts 
which 31'0 worn by the lo\yer class of Chinese. Ilis 
brcast was em-eloped in a coarse piece of blue cloth; 
from his left shoulder hung 1\ lnrge quiver of 
IllTOW'3: nnJ in his right hand h~ held l\ bow, which 
h(' hl'andi"hed like 3. lunce; a short 1lau' of trousers 
c~w(lL('d his thighs. and fnntastically-runde leathern 
hMts incasN his feet and legs. Ilis skin was 
of jctt)· blackness: his forehend high: but his 
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tremendous beard, which was slightly tinged with 
grey, contributed perhaps more than anything else 
to imp'art t.bat wildness a.nd fierceness to his looks, 
which at first inspired us with a kind of dread of our 
leader. 

Thus escorted, we travelled onwards; and, after !\ 

hasty ride of six hours from Eetch6, bebe1d, from n. 
little eminence, those black, naked. hills of granite, a.t 
whose base lies the metropolis of Yarrib:l. About an 
hour afterwards, wo entered the gates of tbat exten· 
sive city. As is the cust.om, we stayed under 0, tree, 
just inside the walls, till the king and his eunucbs 
were informed of our arriYM; which baying been done, 
after n. "tYea.ris<;>me dehl.YJ ,,~e rode to the residence 
of Ebo, the chief ewmch, who, next to the king, is 
the most influential man in the place. ,~r e found this 
personage-a" great, fat, round, oily man "-airing 
himself under t,he .... erandah of his dwelling. Othe.r 
eWlUchs, of similar appearance, were sit.t.ing on the 
ground with him, and joined him in wclcoming both 
of us (but myself more especially) to Ka.tunga, witb 
every appearance of sincerity, heartiness, and good::. 
will. A conversation, not sufficiently interesting or 
import.nnt to relate, here took place: it lasted a long. 
time; a.nd we then walked aU together to the king's 
houso, which is ttt the distanco. of half a mile from 
thnt of Ebo. 
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CHaPTER IV. 
hntnnga- ;\'fansolnb, King of Kntunga-Prccantions 10 nvoid deten­

tion by tho King-Apathy of the nlllivcs-i'orarkcl.l of K3tun~ 
_ DolnyeJ by neighbouring \t'(\l'-Custom relnting to prescnts­
Rc,u:rvc of the peoplo concerning their country-Their gcocr.l.l 
chnl'llctcr-ProgreMl of till} Fnlots.hs- Prep:uutioDs for departure 
hy [\ now routc_ FClrewoU visit to tho King. 

INFORlI.A.TION of OU\' coming had been preyiously sent 
to tho monarch, nnd we wa.ited with much patience 
for 0. considorable period till he had put on his robes 
of stote. Meantime, to amuse us and beguile the 
hour aWRY. the hend dr\IDlmer nnel his assistants, 'rith 
the- most 'benevolent intention. commcllced a. concert 
of the most bewitohing melody: nnd long drums. 
k('ttio dru1U~. nud horns, werc played, with little 
intormission, till Mansolnh mnde his appca.tnnce, 
when all noises were suddenly hushed, and we were 
desired to (iraw ncarer to pay our respects to his 
majesty. ',,"e did so after the English manner, much 
to the ('.utcrtailllucnt nnd diyersiou of tho king, who 
endeavoured to imitate us; but it ,-ras casy to por· 
('('iYe that ho is but t\ no\-ice in the European mode 
of salutation, bO'Yillg and shaking hands. ""'0 hayc 
no doubt that it was owin~ to the rusticity and 
uwkwrm:lnc:ls of our t\ddrc~s: that lihmsolah's 'risible 
fMultics were so strongly excited: for he laughed 
~(\ long and hCllli.ily. and his \\'1,-es, and eunuchs. and 
sulljeets of l\U sorts. joined him with such good.will. 
nntI such powcr of lung;;;, that we were constrained to 
unitt' our yoices to the general burst of kindly feeling, 
,\lthough. if we hnd be<lH asked the cause of such 
j"llity and obstreperous mirth, we should ha\'e been 
~\t n h,QS for an answer. 

Mfillsolah'1:\ h('adpil~o ',,"1\:'; something like G. bishop's 
rOl, 1. K 
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mitre, profusely Ol'llnmcllted with stl'iugs of corol, one 
of which answered the_ purpose of a ribbon, for it was 
tied under th'c chin to prc\'ent the cap from being 
blown off. His tobe was _ of green silk, crimson silk 
damask, and green silk velvet, w'hich were all sewn 
together like l)ieces of patchwork. He wor,e English 
cotton stockings, nnd neat le-uthel'll sandals of native 
wOl·kmnuship. A large }'1000 of superfine light-blne 
cloth, given the chief by the Intc Captain Olapperton, 
he \lsed fat' a cnl'PQt. The eunuchs and other indi­
yidunls who were present at the iuterview prostrated 
themsolycs before their prince, ugl'eeably to the 
cust.om of the COlmtry, and rubbed their heads with 
earth two separate times, retreating at some distance 
to l)crfol'm this humiliating and degrading ceremony, 
und thon drilwing nent" the roynll)el'son, to lie again 
with thoir faces in tlle dnst. They saInted the 
ground also near which he was sitting, by kissing it 
fervently and l'epeato(Uy, and by placing eueh cheek 
on it. 'l'hen, and not till then, \\"ith their heads, and 
fnces, and lips, and hl'OUSts, st.nined with the damp red 
soil which still clung to them, they were allowed to 
sent thomsolves nenl' their monareh, und to join in the 
conversation. Two Ol' throe of tho inferior ounuchs, 
not satisfied with this servile prostration, begau to 
sport and roll t,hemsoh'es about on the gl'oWld; but 
this could Dot be otlacted without imruOllSO hl.bour 
and diffioulty, nntl panting ancl straining. for, like 
Sir .Tohn Falstaff, they could be compared to nothing 
so appropriately as hugo hills of :flesh. Thero they 
lay wallowing in tho mire, like immense ttll'des 
fioltudol'ing in tho sen, till Ebo desired them to riso. 
'Yo obsorn::d, runong the ind.i\·iduals present, a very 
considernblo number of bnlcl~hea(led old men j their 
hnil', or mther wool, }uwlug lUost likely beeu rubbed 
otl' by l'opeat.ed applications of earth, s(L.ud, grM'ci, 
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fi lth. or whatev~r else may be at nand, when the 
prince bappens to make his appearance. 

The conference baving ended, a kid, a calabash of 
raffas, t\od two thousand cowries in money, were pre­
sented to us; and cheerod by a flourish of music, we 
laughed in concort and shook hands with tho king, 
and walked away towards our Olm dwelling, which 
had been repaired Md thoroughly cleaned out for our 
sole Use. Here we lay down to repose our aching 
limbs. In the c,'ening the killg returned our ,-isit, 
ll.lld immediately took 0. fancy to my brother's bugle­
horn, which was readily giyen him. lIo was vastly 
pleased wi.th tho present. and by smJlcs and words 
r('turncd us mllDY thanks for it; said that he was 
quite delighted, nod that it made his heart glad to 
sco us: hoped we should make ourseh'cs comfonable 
whilst we remained in Katunga; shook hands i ma.de 
u bow, and .. , smiling in heart and soul content," the 
sO\'erdgu departed, followed by a suite of wives, 
,-'unuchs, und other attendants. The premises we 
occupy nrc the property of Eho, who has, we believe, 
dOlle oycl'ything in his power to render our stny as 
Ilgrecable as possible; they were formerly occupied by 
Captain Clapp0l1on. The yard adjoins his own. with 
which it communicates by a. door-way without a door: 
so that it will eoable us to have frequent opportu~ 
nitics of seeing his numerous unhappy wives, nod i\. 

uumbcr of little boys and girls, who nrc his l1er50na1 
~ttcuuants. The eunuch has gin~n us a yery fat 
s.heep as u further token of his good~will. 

Fn"da!/,.l.lfa.rt 14th.-.. \.ccomparued by Eho, and the 
other Wlwicldy eunuchs, my brother took a. In-cscnt 
to the king this moming. which wus pretty well 
~(liycd i Mausoh'h, out of compliment. I suppose. 
remarking that if we had not brought with us the 
yalue of i\ singh~ cowry, wo should h30VO been fnyour-

K2 
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ably received nt Katunga, and well entertained at his 
own cost. 'Ve had previously sounded our friend Eho 
on the subject of our jOW'lley to the Niger, but he 
strongly advised us by no meaDS even to hint such an 
intention to the king, whose suspicions, he aS5w'ed us, 
would immediately take the alarm, so that, instead of 
being for\\'arded on our way thither, we should eit.her 
be detained in the town for an indefinite time, or sent 
back again to the coast. 'Ve· therefore conceived it 
prudent to give him the following statement only:­
<I That the King of Englund, an::cious to procure the 
restoration of cert.ain papers which belonged to a coun~ 
tryman of ours, who perished at Boos-'l, about twenty 
years ago, which papers were supposed to be in the 
possession of the Sultan of noone, we htHl been des-. 
patched hither by our sovereign, in the hope t.hat the 
King of Katullgn. would forward us to the It'lt ter state, 
for the purposo of obtaining them from the Sultan of 
yaoorie. and taking them back with us-to England." 
Mansolah displayed neither ,engcl" curiosity as to our 
object in coming to his country, nor surprise when we 
had informed him of it j but very promptly observed 
that in two days' time he would send a messenger to 
Kitlroa, Wouwou, Booss<\, and Yaoorie, to acquaint 
the rulers of those provinces of our iutention to- pay 
them it- visit; and t.hnt on the man's rcturn we should 
hal"e his permission to (lepart. This was promised 
nftol' my brothcr's repeat.ed s?1icitations Qud importu­
nities that wo should not be detniued here longer than 
necessary, beell.use in a very short time the violent 
rains will render the road to those cmmt.ries impass­
able; and in consequence we Shilll be unable to tm,'el 
till the return of the dry season. 

It has been expressly Mcl repeatedly tol<! us, that 
the monarch of this empire is brot.her to the lGng of 
Benin; but, llotwithSWlding this neal' relationship of 
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the two 80Ycl'eigns, not the slightest intercourse or 
communication is maintained between Yarriba and 
that power: so at least the inhabitants of this place 
ba vo informed us; and the rcnson they asoribe for it 
is, tha.t the distance between the cOlUltries is too 
grcat. Friends and acquaintances are oftentimes 
called brothers in Yal'riba; nnd to make a distinction 
in the aboye instance, they assert that hlausolah and 
the king of Benin II were of one father, and one 
mother." 'Ve interrogated Ebo on the subject, but 
ho soon silenced our remarks by observing th~t we 
were too inquisitivo, or, to use ltis own words, " that 
we talked too much." We intend, after leaving 
Yl\Oorie, to proceed direct to Gual'ic, tho prince of 
which country will, no doubt, send us to }l'unda, 
from whenco we must endeavour to discover the 
t.ermination of the Niger, agreeably to our written 
instructions. 

"atuJ'da.i/. May 15t/t.-Instead 1)f the jarring noise 
of womeu's tongues, which htlS annoyed and followed 
us at o"ory stage of our journey from Bnd.i.gry, we nt 
length enjoy as much of composure and trnnquillity 
1\5 wo c~n well desire; for Ebo's wives residing at 
somo di~ttlucO from the part of our yarel which we 
occupy, tho shrill sounds of their voices are pleasant, 
contrasted with tho former loud, discordant, and 
l)crpetunl din which rang in our ears from morning 
till night. Om malo nsitors, likewise, are few and 
sdect, and do not remain with us allY very consider· 
o.blo timo together. An order has been issued by the 
king , thll,t if nny impertinent in{lh1.dull.l troubles us 
at all:· time ,,·ith hlli company when it is not desired, 
Eho is at liberty to behead him; and no ono shall 
han:- thil ctlhmtel'Y, says Mn,usolt\h, to tax the eunuch 
\\ ith injustice or cruelty iu the performt\nce of his 
duties. 'This proel:.\uH\tiou, if it may so be termed, 
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has had tJl0 desired effeot j for, dreading the Gven­
handed Ebo, who is public execut ioner as well as 
chief -eunuch, the inhabitants of Katunga have 
hitherto rc})resscd t.hcir curiosity, and ha.ve confined 
themschTcs to their own abodes. 

'Vo have received a present of a sheep to-day froOl 
the "master of the horse," no c1dcrly person that pos­
sessos somo influence over his master; but although 
his pompous tit.le would lead one to infer that his lofty 
situation .is highly ,responsible and important, a few 
rough, ragged-looking ponies arc the only <f horse" of 
which he hIlS the superintendence. 

All scems quiet and peaceable in this large, dull 
city; and onc cannot help feeling rathor mclnncboly. 
in wandering through streets almost deserted. and 
ovor a vast extent of fertile land, on which there is 
no human habitat ion, and scarcely a living thing to 
nuimate or oheer the prevailing solemnity. The 
walls of the town have bMn suffered to fall into 
decay; and nrc now no better than a heap of dust 
and rains; and snch unconcern and apathy pervade 
the lUinds of the monarch and his ministry, that iho, 
wo"ndering nnd ambitious Falatah hns penetrated into 
the \"Cry ben.l't of the country, made himself master of 
two of its most important and flonrishing to\\'Us, with 
little, if nny, opposition; nOll is gradually, but very 
p~rceptibly. gaining on t.bo lukewarm natives of the 
soil, and sapping tho foundations of tho throne of 
Ynrriba. The people calloot" surely, be fully nware 
of their owo danger, or they never could be uncon­
cerned spectators of events which are l'apidly tending 
to root out their religion, customs, and inst.itutions, 
and totally nOllihilato them ns a nat.ion. But sinco 
they have neither foresight, nor wisdom, llor 1'0801n. 
tion, to plIt themselves in a posture of defcnccl and 
run.kc at least a S/IOW of l'OSistilll(lO, when da.nger, real 
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or jmaginary, monaces them; since D_either the love 
of country, \yhich stimulates almost all nations to 
heroic achievements in defence of their just and 
naturnl rights, and aU tha.t is truly dear to them in 
the world; and since neither afrect.ion for their 
defenceless WiHS and lmprotected offspring, nor love 
of self. can awakon a single spark of courage or 
patriotism in their bosoms, can scnre awny that demon 
Rloth from among them, or induce them to make a 
solita1'Y exertion to S8.ve themselves and posterity 
from l\ foreign yoke; why then, they nre surely 
unworthy to be cn.lled n people; they deserve to be 
dopriycd of their effects. children, nnd personal 
Hbcrty. to have their habitual sloth and listlessness 
('olw("rtcll into labour nod usefulness, io tilling. im­
proying. and beaut.ifying for strangers thn.t soil which 
they have neither spirit nor inclination to cultiyate 
for t hcmseh·es. 

A market is hold dnny in different parts of KatuDga, 
but twice in the week it is mueh larger and better 
attomled than on either of the other d~\ys. I visited 
one of the latter this morning. Wllich is styled the 
*' Quc('o's mnrkot ;" but os it is shifted to another 
pIneo towarlls e\·ening. it is then called the" King't'; 
markot." The sellers were by flU' more numerous than 
thl;' huyers; and. on the whole, the articles e)..-po~cd 
for saI~ by no means realised the expectations whiell 
we hali. formed of them. Among them we observell 
three or four different kinds of corn. benns, pens. nnd 
ycgcta.hlcs in abundance, the tuicadnnin. butter, 
gl'Ound or guinea nuts. country cotton cloths. indigo. 
r('ll clny. ~'Llt. and different varieties of pepper: 
bc~iJes tnlna. $.uuff nnd tobacco. knives, barbs, hooks. 
and nc~Ues. the h\ucr of the rudest n(l.tive manufll{,­
ture. There Wefe also finger-rings of tin and lend. 
I\ull iron bracelots anu armlets. old shells. old bone-so 
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and other vCl}crable things, which European anti­
quaries would gaze on 'with rapture; besides native 
soap, little cakes of cheese nod butter, an English 
common blue plate, a great variety of beads. both 
of nati\'e and European manufacture, among tho 
former of which we recognised the famous Agra 
bend, which at Cape-Coast Castle, Accra, and other 
places, is sold for its weight in gold, and which has 
vainly been attempted to be imitated by the lto.1.inna 
and our own couutl'Ymen. Provisions also were 
offered for sale in abundance j and besides beef and 
mutton, which were made up into little fOlmd balls 
weighing about nn ounce and three quarters eneb, 
and presented not the most del icate or tempting 
appearance, we observed an immense quantity of 
rats, mice, and lizards, dressed nnd undressed, all 
having their skins OD, and orranged in rows. 

I met with and purchased a. very curious and 
singular kind of stone in the market. Tho nati\'cs 
informed us that it was dug from the earth, in il 

country called {(lie, which is stated to bo "four 
lDoons" journey from Katunga, where, according to 
their tradition, their first pnrents were created, and 
from whence all Africa has been peopled. Ignorant 
of mineralogy, ns I am of most other sciences, r nUl 
unacquainted with the nature and properties of the 
stone alluded to, and therefore I grieve t.o say I am 
incapable of gi\·jng a scientific d(}scription of it. It 
consists of a variety of little tl'ansparent stones, 
white, green, and every shade of blue, all imbedded 
in a species of clayey earth, resembling rough 
mosaic·wol'k. 

On my return from this visit, and since writing 
the first part of to--do.y's journnl, Ebo came to us 
with the newa that n body of Fau\tabs from Socntoo 
had nlTivcd at tho j}[oussa., whioh .is a river dividing 
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Ynrriba from Borgoo, and that they had attacked a 
town on its borders. through which our route lies. 
"'l'horeforo,1I continued Ebo, "the Yaoono messen­
ger ,'rill of necessity be compelled to wait here till 
authentic intelligence be received of the truth or 
falsehood of the romOUI", before he sets out on his 
mission to Kiama ;-this will take three days, at 
the end of which the fact will certainly transpire. 
and the man will immediately be despatched on his 
errand. " 

It appears to us not a little strange that, the day 
after our n.rrival here, the Fala.tahs should so oppor­
tuncly attempt the seizure of a town. through which 
wo arc to pas~; and that information of the approach 
of au euolllY so greatly dreaded should not have 
roa.ched this place at an earlier period, when news of 
no moment wh(l.t~;nrer flie.fl through the country with 
tho swiftness of an arrow from a bow. ' Ve imagine 
that it is only a feiut of Mn.nsolab to detain ns here 
longer than we desire, o.nd until the rains shall have 
1'IIDdored the road iml)tacticable. It is possible that 
we may bo unjust in ow' su.spicion, but many circum­
st.ancea appear to confirm it. 

SII .. "da.'!, Mag 16th.-As it is the Sabbath, we 
ha-ve confined ounohes to-day within doors, in order 
to employ it. iu the most proper manuel' that circum­
stances llenuit. Ebo has Ylsitcd us, under various 
pn~tence.3, SGl'crnJ. times since morniug; and has had 
the dool'-way which lcu.ds to tho women's apartments 
t'loscd up with mortar, alleging us a reason, that he 
wus cominccd the curiosity of his women was trouble­
some to us. But the truth of the ma.tter is, that he 
has beeu induced to block up the communication 
from the yard, under an apprehension that ow' 
uttcudant::1 might interfere with his domestic arrange­
ments, by l)rying into the secret~ of lllis seraglio. \Vo 
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have likewise been fa.voured ,,'ith the company of 
several Hallssa mallams, who, notwithstanding the 
irksome restraint to which they are subject.ed by I;.ho 
jealousy of the king and his people, are content to 
remain so far from their native country. and reside 
among strangers and pagans as long as t,bey live. 
Wbether the priests hM'C taken this step purely from 
religious motives, or, which is the more likely reason 
of the two, that they have exiled themselves from 
their home and famil ies for the mere purpose of being 
enriched at the expense of the credulity and igno­
rnnce of the inhabitants, we have been unable to 
disco\'er. At all events, the intentions of these 
missionaries nre effectually concealed under a. cloak 
of piety and devotion; and thus they are tolernted 
by the common consent of the monarch and his sub­
jects. It ruined incessantly for several hours this 
morning. 

Monday. ilfay 17th.-Be5-ides presents to the king 
and his chief epllnch. it is expected that something 
will be gh'en to three "head men," as they nre styled, 
who advise with the prince, and lead his soldiers to 
battle. Previous to visiting their habitations for this 
purpose, Ebo informed me thnt it was necessary to 
curry the intendecl presents fOl' the inspection of his 
master, that nothing might be given them but such 
articles as would ob~ain his approbation and consent. 
This was accordingly done, and hlansolo.h .saw nothing 
objectionable in the goods whioh we have selected. 
As evening drew nenr, I rode to the residence of 
the head men, by each of whom I wns well received; 
nnd they accepted their presents with nbundn.nce 
of thanks. Their huts were huger and more care­
fully built, and their yards more commodious than 
eycn those of tho king; all kept in ex.cellent order, 
clean, and neat. The head men aro in muoh more 
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n.ffiuent circumstances than their noighbours; they 
have numerous "dYes, and large flocks of sheep and 
goats, in which the wealth' of the natiyes principally 
consists. A goat IlJld two large pots of coun try beer 
were laid at my feet i and after expressing my 
1lcknowledgmcnts, I returned home. 

,¥ e are of opinion that it would require a long 
rcsidonce in this country. and a periect acquaint.'lIlCC 
with its language, to em .. ble n. foreigner to form a 
correct judgment of its laws, manners, oustoms, and 
institutions, as well as itg religion and the form 
and nature of its goYomment. So innumerable are 
the mistn."kcs which the smattering of ignorant native 
intcrprotOl'S nover fails to occasion, tha.t we despair 
of getting much accurate informn.tion on any of these 
head'S. "'0. CAn only answer for what "'e see. 
rcrhnpa fe,,· despots sully their dlgoity by: conde­
scending to consult thc inclination of their subjects, in 
pcrsonally communicating to them "heir most privn.te 
os well as publio concerns. Yet the sorereign of 
larribl\ appears to be so obliging. as to ma.ke this 0. 

COUllllon practice. In roturn, however, the people are 
expocted and compelled to sa.tisfy the cmiosity of 
their prince, by adopting Q, similar line of conduct 
towards him i Q,ud· nll the presents they receive from 
stmugors, how trifling S00\'or they may be. are in 
<,,'cry instance taken to his residence for inspection. 
Eyer~-thing, indeed, tha.t rchtcs to their personal 
interest~. and nil their domestic concorns, he listens 
to with the most pa.triarchal gril,yity. Thus. our 
pr~~cut to the king has beon exhibited to his people 
two or three times; Ebo's nJso, and those of the hend 
mCD. hoyo bceu shown to them as "'ell as to their 
~o\·ercigu. r:t'ho ('ommon people wore all anxious to 
know whether, I\mong the other things thoy had 
rC<'ch-cd. we had gi,Tt)ll the king or his ministers any 
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corn.l; and their curiosity was immediately gratified 
without hesitat,ion or remark. If a stranger, from 0. 

remote part of the empire, wishes to visit Katunga, 
in order to pay his respects to his sovereign, the chief 
or governor of every to,m through which he may 
happen to pass is obliged to furnish him with any 
number of carriers he may require; and in this 
manner his goods are conveyed from village to "illage, 
until he arr,ives at the capital. A similar indwgcllce 
is likewise cx-tended to auy governor who may have 
the like object in view. 

The most laughable mistakes nre frequently made 
bere, by one of our Badagrian me-ssengers, who acts 
also as interpreter, as regards the gender and relation­
ship of individuals, such as father for mother, sou for 
daughter, bq:y for girl, and /:rice versa. He informed 
us to.-day, tho.t a brot.her of his, who was the friend of 
Ebo, and resided with him, begged ow' permission to 
come to see us. Of course we expected. to see Q. 

gentleman of some consequence enter our yard; but 
to our surprise, the brother l)roved to be an old 
sm:ivclled woman, neit.her more nor less than one of 
the eunuch's wiycs. 

Tuesda!l, 11Ia!l lStil.-About three years ,J!go, 
Ac1oo1ey, the. Bndagrian chief, despatched 0. messen­
ger with a yo.luo.ble present to the king of Katunga, 
requesting the latter to forward him on his journey 
to Benin, ns he had some littlo business to h'ansact 
with the sovereign of tho.t state. The. man, howe."or, 
l)w'loining for his own use the principal part of the 
articles entrusted to him, delivered a bottle of rum 
only to Mansohth with a. false message i and, instead 
of proceeding on his errand, took up his abodo in oue. 
of the. towns between this city aucl Badagry. Adooley 
wondered at the silence and extraordinary delay of 
bis messenger, and sent a mall in our trnin to the 
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king. to asoertain wha.t was become of bim. The 
preceding answer has been l"cturued. with the addition 
that Mnnsolnb bad made the man a present of fifteen 
shoop. and distinguished him in 0. vcry part,ieniar 
mt\uuer, Eyery one here appears uneasy at the very 
mention of Benin i and though we have endeavoured 
by various indirect menns to ascertain the number of 
days it would ta.ke a 1)Or80n to travel tllither from 
Kntunga, Cyusiyc or equiyocn.ting answers nre the 
utmost we cnn obtain; one of the people asserting 
that the journey might easily be accomplished in 
twcln'l dny~. and anothor declaring, a moment a.ftcr­
wards, tlUl.t it would. occupy a poriod of not. less than 
four months. As to tho reason of nU this jealous 
apprc.hl.'nf;ion, we hnyc not, becn able exactly to make 
up our minds. Thcso mtrticular evasions might be 
('ousidl'l"cd 1\8 n punishment which the Y nrribeans 
thought fit to inflict upon strangers when they eyinee 
nWl'C than usuru. curiosity for information respect­
ing a rival IlUcl dotcstecl power. But, in truth, 
nothing l'lccrns to be n greater grievance to the natiycs 
them till' answering of any questions which are put to 
thero. he they no,,('1' so familiar and unimportant. 
Thc~· dii;like, nay abhor to do it; nnd instead of 
stltis(yin.!r the inquirer, they study to mislead him by 
f<\ls('ho~l or misl"cpt't"sentation. This stmuge ~\Yersion 
ill cntcrtained by the prince 6S well as by the mcnocst 
of his subjects: but \'ather than otrend us, when 
we arL' unconsciousl.," oyer.iuquisitiyc about any little 
matter. Ebo answers for bi:! monarch and com­
p{lnio~s b~ shaking his hend, and saying, «Ask no 
lluc'!Itlon$. 

l\:t\tungn has by no meRns answered the eX"pC\'ta· 
llOIlS we had h('('n l('ll to fQrm of it. either as regan.ls 
ib l\I'\)~p('rity. 01' the Dum her of its inhabitants. 
l'hl.'- HI~t Illain 01:'\0 on which it stulldR, although 
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exceedingly fine, yields in "erdure and fertility, 
and simple beauty of apECtl.rallCe, to the delightful 
country surrounding t.he less celebrated city of 
Bohoo. Its mo'l'ket is tolerably well supplied with 
prO\risioDs, which nre, however, exceedingly dear j 

insomuch, that, "itb the exception of disgusting 
insects, reptiles, and vermin, the lower classes of the 
people nre o.lroost unacquainted -with the taste of 
animal fooa. 

Owing to the short time we hM'C becn in tbe 
country, which has been employed chiefly in travel­
ling from town to town, the manners of the people 
Itave not . sufficiently unfolded themselves to our 
observation j so that we are unable to speak of them 
'with confidence: yet the few opportunities we 111'\"0 

had of studying their characters and dispositions 
induce us to belicyc tha.t they are a. simple, honest, 
inoffensive, bue wenk, timid, and cowardly race. 
They seem to ha\'e no social tenderness, ,'ery few 
of those amiable private virtues which would win our 
affectiou, and none of those public qualities that 
claim respect or COWlDtlUd admiration. The love of 
country is not strong enough i.n their bosoms to excite 
them to defend it against tho irregular incursions of 
0.. despicable foo; und of tho act.iYe energy, n-Oble 
sentiments, and contempt of danger which distinguish 
the North Amorican tribes, and other savages, no 
traces nre to be found among this slothful people. 
ReCTnrdless of the past, n.s reckless of the future, the 
J>re~ent alone influcnces their actions. In this respect 
they approach ncal'Ol" to the no.tm·c of the brute 
creation, than perhaps any other J>eople on the face 
of the globe. Though tho bare mention of au enemy 
makes the pusillanimous :Mansolo.h and his tmwnrlike 
subjects tremble in every limb, they take no measures 
to prevcne whole bands of strangers fl'om locating in 
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tho finest provincos of the empire, mucb less do tltey 
thillk of expelling them o,fter they have made those 
provluces their own. To this unpardouu.ble indif­
feronco to the public intorest, and neglect of all the 
rules of prudence and eomlUon seuse, is owing the 
progress which tho Falatahs have made in gaining 
ove~' to themselves a. powerful pa.rty, consisting of 
individunh> from YIlrious nations in the interior, who 
had emigrated to this couutry; and the great and 
tulifol1u success ,,"meh has attended all their ambitious 
projects. They nre now effectually !lud firmly seated 
in the very centre of the kingdom j they have 
entrenched themselves in strong willed towns, and 
ho.vo l'ccontly forced from Uansolo.h 0. declaration of 
the-ir indope-udenee ; whil~t this negligent and imbecile 
monllt'eh beholds thom gnawing IlWfI.y the vory sinows 
of Ius strength, without making the slightest exertion 
to Ilpply a r emedy to the evil, or prevent their future 
IlggrulHli~cUleut. Bc:!idcs Rdka, which is peopled 
wholly by FaJhtah:!, who ha;\"e strengthened it tllllaz.­
lllgly, and rendered it exceedingly pOlmlous, flnother 
town of prodigious size has Illtely sprung into being, 
which alrcady far surpasses Katungn. in wealth, 
llopulation, and extont . It was at fin;t resorted to 
by u. pa.rt'y of Fal!\tah~. who llt\lliCd it A16rie. find 
encouraged nil tho ~llwos in the country to flee from 
the oppression of their masters, and join their stan­
dru\.l. '1'hoy romil\ulHI the slaycs of tho constraint 
uudor w hioh they laboured, and tl:lrupted them by un 
otfer of freedom ~\nd protection. and other promises of 
the 1.lwst cxtravagant nature. to declare themselves 
independent of Yarriba. Accordingly. the discou­
~utQ{1 DlIWy miles rOtUld eflgerly flocked to Alorie in 
('(lusiJ.cmble llwubers. whore they wore well received. 
'l'his took place as far back as forty years, since which 
other }'ruatnha hayc joined thcix countrymen frOUl 
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SQcatoo and RMba~' and notwithstanding the wars 
(if mutual kidnapping deserves the name) in which 
they have been engaged in the support and main­
tenance ' of their cause, A16rie is become by far t.be 
largest ~nd most flourishing city in Yarriba; not even 
excepting the capital it.self. It is said to be two days ' 
jOUFllcy-tbat is, forty or fifty miles-in circwuference, 
and to be fortified by u. strong clay wall with mo"at.s. 
The inhabitants IH1Y6 now vast herds and flocks, and 
upwards of three thousand horses j w meh last will 
appear a very considerable number, when it is con­
sidered that Knt1Ulga does Dot contain morc than. as 
many blmdreds. The population of A16rie bas .never 
been est.irontcd, buJ it must be immense; lately it 
has beeh declared,; independent of Yarriba; and its 
iliha.bitauts are permitted to t,rade 'with the natives of 
the country, on condition that no more Falatahs be. 
suffered to enter its walls. It is governed by twelve 
rulers, each of a different nation,nnd aU of equal 
power; the Falatnh chief not haying more influence 
or greater sway than the others. Raka is but one 
day 's journey north-enst of Kntlmga; and AlIJrie 
three days' jOlU'uey to the south-west. The parly of 
Falatahs which was l'epo,1:ed to ba;ve tn,ken possession 
of n. Yarriba town on the bn,nks of t,he ,Moussa.;-nre 
said to have abandoned it, and to have joined their 
countrymen at Raka, This intelligence hus been 
brought hither by hlarket-people, no one haying been 
sent by the king to nscerlaw the number of the 
a(hrent,ux~rs, or the object of their visit. 

HTe(/,n"(?sday. lJfa.1l, 19th,-Tho king ho.,s sent us 
nothing siuce the day of, om arrivnJ. j and the present 
then given wns disgraceful in t.he e).'i,reme, as coming 
from tho monnrch of a large and mighty kingdom. 
ilis treatment of t.he late Capt.ain Olapper~ou w'ns 
altoget,he~' the reverse of t,his: A bullock was se.nt 
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him iUllUediately after the first inten;ew, and a live 
gQnt, 01' something cquivalent, every day till his 
doparturo, which included a period little short of 
~ovcn weeks. Nor, ill other respects, hn$ the conduct 
of Mansolllh been such as to give 'IS pleasure; but 
we can no otherwise account for this, tlum by sup­
p08ing onr present to have fallen far short of his 
os-pectn,tions, and so failed to awaken those good­
natured qualities which were displayed at sight of 
liw iufinitely more valuable, as well as showy one of 
Cn.ptaiu Ciapporton. But whateV"er may be the reason 
of it, certain it is that ).[rmsolnh and his subjects 
h,wc seou quite enough of white Olen; and that the 
nl.pturo\ls exultation which glowed ill the cheeks of 
tho first European that visited this cowltry, on being 
gnzed lit, admired, cflressed, and almost worshipped 
ns t\ gOI\. joined to the delightful consciousness of 
his owu immensurable superiorify, will, in the pre· 
!iont ag" nt least, noYer bo experienced by nny other. 
Alas! whnt 0. misfortune! The ... ·ager curiosity of 
the natives has been glutted by sa.tiety; a Rum­
perm is shnruefuUy considored no lllore than 0. man! 
twd hereafter, YI'1thout doubt, he ,,;U be treo.ted 
entirely as such i tiO that. Q1\ coming to this city, he 
must mnke up his miud to sigh i\ bitter f.\rewell to 
bI"Q..'\t '50 flesh und mutton. una familiarise his palate to 
greater delicades. such as lizards, rats. and locustl!, 
catcrpilJlll'$. and other dainties. which the natives 
roast. grill. b.\kc and boil. nnd which ho may wash 
down, if he l,leascs, \"ith dl .. a.ughts of milk-white 
wl\ler-the only bcyol"Jgc it will be in his power to 
obtain. 

I Wl\S desired br 1\ messenger this morning to ,-isit 
tbe killg at his resiliencc. Md, on my amynl there, 
fOlluu a grent number of people nssembJc.d together. 
Tho object of this S\UlllllOUS WI.\8 explained boY Ebo, 

YQL. 1. L 
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who said I had been sellt for to see that the present 
be (the eunuch) had received should be shown to 
the people without nuy reservation whatever. It was 
accordingly spread out on the Boor, together ,,;th 
the king's. Even a bit of English brown soap. 
which we had just before giY'en to Eba, was exhi­
bited along wit·h the other things; for SO great a 
degree of jealousy exist.s among the eunuchs and 
ot.hers, arising from the apprehension that one might 
have ,'eceived morc than another, that Eba himself, 
powelfu\ as he is, would dread the efl"ects of it. on 
his own persoll, should he be found to have con­
cealed a. single thing. They all, in fact, endeo.vour 
to disarm censure by an appearance of openness and 
sincerity. . 

Th~rsda!l. jfay 20th.-Last night, to our infinite 
surprise and pleasure, EbQ entered our yard in a great 
hurry, with the agreeable infonnation that the king 
had consented to our departure on Friday morning, 
and thae he would wish us to gee our things in readi­
ness by that time. So confident had we been that we 
should be unable to start bence for a month to COIDe, 
at the shortest, that we not only sowed cress and 
onion seed the doy aftol' our arriml (which aTe already 
springing up), but had actnally made up our min.4.s to 
abide here during the continuance of the mins. But 
now we are in hope of reaching Yaoorie in tweiye 
or fourleon days jaod intend to remain in that city 
n. short. time, beforo proceeding farther into the 
interior. The only dro.wback to our pleasure is the 
misfortune of haying all our horses sick, which may 
seriously inconvenicnce us in om' I)l'ogress. 

The old route to Kiama is considered so dangerous, 
that it is lmderstood we are to be scilt back to .dtoopa. 
which is two long days' journey from this city, and 
thenco llroceed on a safer path. Although wc now 
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require but five men, besides am own, to carry the 
luggago, the king soruples aod hesito.tes to supply us 
c,'cu with these, a.nd tho youngest of our J erma mes­
songers has been nominated to fill the place of one of 
thom. \\'e are told that it is on account of the Vl\St 

number of pcople that have emigrated from Katullgn. 
to Rlka and Alaric, that a sufficient number of can-iers 
canuot be procured for us; but in so lnrge u. place as 
this, WhOL>e h"o-thu'ds of the population arc slaves, 
thi1:l roason seems quite ridiculous, ami we suspect the 
rcnl ono is tho sume original sin-tho humble ehamc­
tCl' of our present. The king, however, haa promised 
to take his farewell of us to-morrow morning; and. 
thank God! our hel\lth is so far established that we 
hOl)O :-loon to accomplish the object of our undertaking. 
aud returu in safety to Old England. 

Fridol/, J.lf((l/ :?!.'It.-Instead of 11 visit from the 
king. which we were yesterda.y told he was to honour 
u~ with. we woro requested this mOl'ning to repair t.o 
hit' residence. Accordingly, having first snddled OHI' 

horses. and packed np the luggage. between six and 
l:IcYcn o'clock, A.)l .. wc walked together to the royal 
premises. On our urrh'al , we wero introduced, with· 
out nuy ceremony, into 0. priyatc yard. wherein the 
kiug htld heen patiently waiting out' corning for some 
tim..:! pro,;ou81~~. nc was rather plainly dressed in 
the co~tuwc of tho country. na.mely. a tobe, trousers. 
unl l p.audals, with a cup very mueh resembling in 
$hape those which wero worn by elderly ladies in tho 
time of Queen Eliznbcth, and which nrc still reta.ined. 
h,r !iI)I\lC in the more remote parts of Englund. On 
hi:-l right the eunuchs were reposing their huge limb:-
011 the ground. with scnmd of tho elders of the 
peQP\":'; nnd his left wus graced by a circle of his 
~·ounA' wi,'cs, behind whom ~/l.t the widows of marl' 
thu.n QUO (If hi8 l)rcdoccssors, mallY of whow appeared 

L :2 
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aged. A pClformer on a whist.le was the only musician 
present, so tha,t during ;l,. very long interview a little 
whistling now and then was ·the only amusement 
which the prince could afford us. A good deal of 
discussion ensued, nnel much serious i"bispering 
between the monarch and his wives, in the course 
of which both parties quitted the yard two or three 
times to hold a private conference, followed by the 
euntlchs, with their hands clasped on their breasts. 
Mansolah at length sCl'aped together two thousand 
cowries (about three shillings and sixpence of our 
JUoney), whj.ch he presenteel to the four men t.hat 
had accompanied us from Badagry and Jenna as 
messengers, guides, &c., to emo,ble t.hem to pm'chase 
pl'oyisions on their journey homeward. This sum had 
been collected from among t.he king's wives, each 
having contributee} a portion, becanse their lord nnd 
master did not bn.ppen to be in a libernlmood. Poor 
souls ! they possess scarcely tho shadow of royalty, 
much loss tho substance j-the exterior forms of 
rospect which they receive froUl tho male portion of 
tho people alone distinguishing them from their less 
illustriolls count.r.'irwomen. They are compelled to work 
ill order to l)rovide themselves food and clothing, 
",nd besides which) part of the earnings is applied 
to the king's use. '1'0 effect these objects, they are 
necessitated to ma,ke long and painful journeys to 
disto.nt, pnrts of the empire, for the purpose of t.mclin-g. 
'r hey ho.\'o, however) the priviloge of trnvelling from 
town to town 'without being snbjceted to the usual 
dut.y> nnd cn.n counn£llld tho use of the governor's 
houso wherever. they go. The boasted industry of 
ancient queons and prinoesses. ill more classic regionsJ 

sinks iuto not.hing when compared to tJlC h\borious 
life which is led by t.be female branch of the roY£ll 
f£lmily of Y nrriba .. 
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Mansolah. after somo time, beckoned to us to 
dmw near him, for we were sitting at some distance 
ou a bundle of sticks, and, 'with a. most benevolent 
~mile playing upon his wrinkled features, he slowly, 
nnd ,,;hh groat solemnity, placed l1. goorn-nut in the 
right hnnd of each of us, nnd then asked our names . 
.. R.iehllrd Il.ml J ohu, " we replied. " Richnrd-ee and 
.T ohn-ee," snid tho king, for he was unable to pro­
nounco our Christian names, without affixing n. 'Vowel 
to the end of thew, ,( you may now sit down again." 
, Yo did so, and remainoo iu that posture till we were 
both completely wearied, when we desired Ebo to ask 
tho kiug's permission for us to go home to breakfnst. 
which wo.s gmnted without reluctance. So, huying 
~ht\ken hands heartily with the good old man, nnd 
wished him a ycry long and 11o.ppy reign, we bade 
him fn.rewell for the lust time, bowed to the Indies, 
and rotw·uctl. with o.ll haste to our .hut. 

CIIAPTER V. 

DOlmrtura from K(l.tungo.-Difficulli~ with tho Carricn-Musicinns 
(If _HoOIl3.-Towo of Kce~bcc-Curioaity of tho Nati\'cll-Tho 
F'nh\tah town of Acb..'\ - Cbnrnw:~r of i" IobQ.biulOts _ Tbo 
Go'\'crllor of Kcesbco an..! hie Wife-Tbeir Supcl"lltition-uavo 
Kec1bC'O-R<lbb~n-Crosa tho Moussa_ Chango iu th6 CQuntry 
-&cort Irow thc King of KhilUll.-Amval in thll.t Citro 

COX):!IDERAULE time elapsl.,'(l before tbe co.rriers 
were ready to take up their loads, nnd much lUUl·­

ll\Urillg WIlS occusioned by their size and woight. 'Ye 
thcn left tho city. and returned to Betcno by the way 
w~ had come. One of our horses beMll\c so weo.k on 
th(' roou. lhnt ho WtlS unable to earrr his rider (old 
l't\Sl·OO). so thnt we wort) obliged to driyC him along 
bl.,'fvl"O U~. which woo:) 0. tu:csoUle and unpleasant oceu-
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pation. 'fho journey from Kntungn is long, and, 
owing to the ruggedness of the path, is very fatiguing; 
nnd, as we were much in advauco of the remainder of 
the pnrt-y, we halted at Eetcholee until the.y joined 
us. Rero we let our horses graze, partook of some 
beer and other refreshment; and sat down on the turf 
to enjoy oursehes, for the doy had been sultry and 
tIle heat oppressive, and oW' whole pnrt.y wero nearly 
exhausted. 

Saturday, ~lay 22nd.-The Kntunga carriers nll 
complained of pains in their limbs this morning; and 
on roaching Leoguadda. wbieh lies midway between 
Boteho and Atoopa, they pInced their burdens on the 
gl'oUlld, and, to a mon, stoutly refused to take them 
any fRlther till to-morrow. Our own men, nlso, who 
were still more heavily lnden than they, bad suffered 
so muoh from tho long and irksome journey of yes­
terday. pnrticulary Jowdie, ,,~ho is the strongest and 
most athletic of them all, thn.t we great.Jy fenred they 
would have been tnkell seriously ill on the road. ""0 therefore lightened their burdens, nnd distributed 
fI, portion of whn.t -.,yo bad taken out of them, into 
the boxes, &c., of their flh'endy ovar-lndenKat,unga 
associates, without, however, permitting t,he ill,ttor 
to know nuythiug of the circmustance. Among tho 
curriol'S WitS a very little man, called Gazherie (small . 
lUnu), on ncoount of his diminutive stat.ure: he 
was, notwithstanding, very muscular, and possessed 
uncommon st.rcngth, ueti,>ity, and ,rigOUl' of body, 
and boro n. package containing our tent, &0., whiah, 
thOllgh VOl)' beavy, was yet by fur t.he ligLt.cst loud 
of tho whole. Concehing that corporal strength, 
rn.ther t,hun bulk or height, should, in this case, be 
taken into account, a bag of shot, woighing 2811s., 
was oxtracted from J owdio's bllrden, and elaudcs­
LinGly added to his. Tho littJo Ulan t,rudged along 
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merrily, without dreaming of th,c fraud th at had been 
prnctisctl on llim, till ' .... e n.nlvcd within a short distance 
llf Leoguadda, 'when, ioougining that one end of the 
tb1\t folt Dluch heavier than the other, be was induced 
to toke it from his hettd. and presently discovered 
the cheat j for thc bag ha\ring been thrus t simply 
insido tho covoring, it could be seen without unla.ciug 
the package. lIe was much enraged at being thus 
dl'ceh-ed. n.lld cu lled his companions around him to 
witness the fact. and said he was resolved to proceed 
no farther thau Leoguaddn.. Ee then succeeded in 
persuading them to follow his example i and thus a 
kind of combination was instantly fOl,ncd against us. 

As is mmal with us on entering a ·village. we rested 
a littlo while undor l\ sha.dy tree in Leogundda; and 
hero wo wero presently surrounded by the murmuring 
can-iers, with tilO little lUau at their hend. They were 
furious t\t fi r~t. and gave us to Ullderstand that tbey 
wou lll go nO farther, (Iud wore drltcrmincd, let the 
(,Olls<'qllcnec bo wha~ it might, to remain in the town 
Bil night, Leogundda contained no nccolllIDoda~ions 
what<'Yer for us; a storlll seemed to be gathering 
OYer our heads; and AtQopa. was the town in. whiell 
tho King of Ko.tuDga had advised us to sllOnd tho 
night. ,"Vo resolved, tilcrefor<'. to go on to that 
town, ond strenuously cndco.yourcd, by gontle means, 
to bring oYer the carriers to our views; but these 
fuiling. wo resorted to their O'nl mode of argument, 
1IllUlcly, -fierce looks, violent action, vociferous bawling, 
aod cxprcssiyc gesture; which llltimidntcd them so 
rum'h. that thcy sna-tohed up th<'ir bw'dena without 
Haying u. word, and ran Ilway with alacrity and good 
Inullonr, These cnrriel"s arc to n.ecoropany us as fn.r 
tUI the front LeI' town of the kingdom. 

It ift market-uar at Atoopa. o.Dd, at. n. distanco of 
~omc roilei!. from the town. the hum of human yoices 
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could be distinctly heard. Just after Out' alTl'fal, a 
man of note, who is a public singer and dancer, stood 
before the door of our hut to entertain us with a. 
specimen of his a,bilities; ~nd he entered with so 
much warmth and agility into the spirit of his profes. 
sion, that his whimsical pelformance really afforded 
us much diversion. The musician had two assistant­
drummers in his train, who.se instrument,s were far 
fl'om being unmusical, and likewise severn! other men, 
whose pnrt was to keep time by clapping with their 
hands. The dancing was excellent of its kind, and 
resembled morc the ElU'opean style than any we had 
before seeu in the country. The singing wus equally 
good, the \'oices of the men being clear and agreeable; 
they snug the responses, and likewise accompanied 
the chanting of their master ","-ith their voices; indeed 
they performed their l)art of the entertainment to 
udmimtion. A fatalde (0. smaller number than a 
gajllcy) of merchants left Atoopa yesterday for Kiama; 
and it is likely t.hat we shall overtake them at the 
nest town. ' 

'Vo omitted to ment.ion in yesterday's journal, tha.t 
to ow' infinite ast.onishment, we saw a middle-aged 
woman sitt,iug Oll the road-side, the colour of w~,se 
skin was naturnlly as bright a red as a piece of our 
own scarlet cloth. ,Ve were informed that she was 
in good heo.lth} but we were in too grea.t a. hurry to 
nsk her auy questions, or tuke a nearer vieW' of her 
person; indeed, our guide seemed much disinclined 
to go within a hundred ynrds of her. She "~as a most 
singular-looking being. 

Sunday, J.l1a!l 231·d.- Though our horses \"ere 
t.his morning in a yery weak condition, nnd all looked 
extremely sotTowfu1, yot we quittecl Atoopn. at an 
early hour, and in good spirits; and journeying in a 
westerly dil'eotion, in t:wo h01U'S' tame we entered a 
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liyoly littJe walled town, called B umbum. H ere 
we dismounted, nnd took a slight refreshmeut of 
pl\1"ched corn and water, on the tnUlk of a fallen 
tree. Bumbwu is a. greiLt thoroughfare for fatakie8 of 
lUtlrcbnnts, trmling n'om lItLnssa, Borgoo, nnd other 
countries, to Gonjn; and, consequently, a vast qnan­
tity of land is cultivated in its vicinity with coru and 
ynms, to supply them with prm;sioos, On quitt:ing 
tllis town, our course altered to N.vV., nod continued 
80 till ou(' arrival at the large and important town of 
Kee81Iet', which is on the frontiers of the kingdom, 
lmd distant from Atoopn, only about twelve milcs. It 
is :mrrounded by l\ double strong ClllY waH, and is in 
1\0 excellent situntion, as l\ place of security from the 
ntt.t\cks of nn enemy. Before entering this place, and 
at the llistrmcc of flo milo from it, we passed through 
n. denn, exten::-iYe, and highly-flourishing Fo.lci:tah 
,·illllgC, cRIled ~ leba. which. like most other places in 
YIHrilm inhabited by }"'nJ.3 ta.hs. is well stocked with 
l3hcep £Iud cattle. 

A gon~ruor of Kceshee died only ten days ngo ; 
and wo wore woll received by his successor, who is 
!m oid(,l'ly and respectablo looking man. Shortly 
nfter our uniYfIol, he sent us 1\ present of flo fine ~'OlUlg 
bullock. 1\ quautity of yams, and more than a gl\Uon 
of excellont strollg beer. In the ceutro of the town 
there is a high stony hill, almost. coyered with trees 
of stunted growth. to which, in CllSO of iuYssiol1 by 
nn (,llemy. the iu.habitlll1t-s fly for refuge. As soon 
n~ they hlwe reached its .slUllnllt, it is borne, say tile',. 
hy t\ s;lpernatuml power. be,rond the clouds, ,,:hcre -it 
r("lUains till the dangor is oyer. Somo years hal'c 
ch\p~('d siuce thio,l. miracle last took plnce, yet the story 
i~ told with (\ serious holief of its truth, llud "ith the 
mOz;,t tHnus.ing gl'llYity. Abo\lt!l quarter of t\ mile to 
the u!Jrtl.H~ast of tb.is mo.rycllous hill, rises (l.llother, 
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which vcry much resembles it in shape and appear~ 
ance; but the latter is rather larger and higher, and 
overlooks the country for many miles round. 

A great Dumber of emigrants from dift'erent coun~ 

~~~:,si~~\~:::~ ~l~~~:r~~:,n~!da t~~~" o~rot~e~o~l~: 
ricks. from the borders of the Great Desert. To the 
west of the to"'U is 0. picturesque hill of a gentle 
ascent, on which nre several small hruulets. These 
hamlets have a rural nnd eminently beautiful appear. 
ance. In no town through wmch we ha\'c hit.berto 
travelled, have we seen so many fine tnU men and 
goocl-Iooking women, as at this place; yet several 
individuals of both sexes ure to be mct with who have 
lost the sight of one eye, nod others who have un­
seemly weus on the throat, as IIn'go as cocoa~nut$. 
We have likewise seen a cri}>ple to-day for the firs-t 
time, and a female dwarf ,,·hose hoight scarcely ex~ 
ceeds thirty inches, and whose appearance bespeaks 
her to be bctween thirty and forty years of age. Her 
head is, dispropol'tionnbls largo to the size of bel' body; 
her feahu'es, like her 'foico, are harsh, mascuJinc, and 
wlplcasant in the extreme. It would be ridioulous 
to bo afraid of such t\ diminutive thing i yet t~ro 
was au cXI>ressiou in her countenance so peculinrly 
repulsivc, lUlwomanly, anel hideous, that on her ap~ 
pl'oaching our JlUt, I felt t\ yery unusual and disagree-­
able sensation stenl over me. Descriptions of an elf 
or 11 black dwarf ill tile" Arnbian Nights' Entel't1lin~ 
ments," or modern Elu·ol)en.n romlUlces, would sen'e 
well to ponrtray the fOI'Ul and lineaments of this Stn­
gnior little being. 

This is n. market-dny here, and I took n walk this 
eycrung to the pla.ce whore the llltH'ket is held i but 
the crowd that gathered round me was so great, as to 
compol mo to return home much sooner than I hnd 
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intended. I f I bappened to stand still ("'en for fI rno~ 
mont, tho people pressed by thousands to get close to 
me; and if I attempted to go on, they tumbled one 
o"er another to get out of my way, overturning 
!'ftandings nnd calabashes. threw down their owners, 
!lad scnttercd their property about in all directions. 
Smiths woleorned me by clashing their iron tools 
ugaiust cneL other, and drummers by thumping "10-
leutJy upon oue end of their instntIDents. A few 
womt'n and children ran from me in n fright; but the 
mnjority, less timid, a})proached as ncar as they could 
to catch n. glimpse of the first white mnn they had 
evor seen. My appClJ,rllllCe i1cemed to interest them 
amazingly, for the~' tittered and wished me well, and 
turned I\hollt to titter agam. Ou rotlU'Ding, the 
crowd became morc demle dum ovor, and drove nil 
hefol'i~ them like a torrent. Dogs, gonts. sheep, and 
l)oultry were borne nlong agninst their will, which 
terrified thom so much, tha.t nothing could he heard 
but noises of tho most la.mcntnble description; ch11-
dr~n screnm"d, dogs yelled, sheep and goats bleated 
1U0~t piteously. tUltl fowls eackled and fluttered from 
n.mong th" crowd. And hn,ppy indeed wns I to shd~ 
tel' m~·self from all this uproar in our own yard, whi~ 
ther the multitude dared not follow. 

The widows of the deceased chief of KeC$hec da.ily 
set npnrt a portion of the twenty~four houl'S to ery for 
thoir bCl'C't\YCUlout, nud prny to their go(ls. 'rhey began 
tills ef"cning in the ::;tlD.le sad. mournful tonc which 
i$ cOllllllouly heru'd ou ~iruilar occasions. uil oycr the 
CllUutry. \Vc as.kc-d our interpreter why the women 
grieved so bitterly. lIe auswered quickly-" "'bat 
mntter? the'y laugh directly." so· I suppose they 
er~- from habit mlhcr than from feeling: a.nd that 
th('y can. shed t('a11; and be merry in thc same breath, 
",hene-yer they please. About S(,YCD o'clock this 
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oVClling, WO hearel a public crier proclaiming with 0. 

loud \,oieo, thnt should any Que be discovered strng. 
gling about tho streets after that hour, he would be 
seized and put to death. Many houses in the town 
boxo Intol), been sot on fire by incendiaries, find tins 
most likely has gi\len rise to tho above precautionary 
measure. 

A/ol1da.tf. May 24t/I.-'Vc have been compelled to 
remain hero to-day, through the ga\-ernor's inability 
to procure us carriers for the luggage. The number 
of people who h(l."o visited us to-day has boen 50 

greut, und their coml)nny so irksomo, that we were 
11cl'picxc(1 for some tiUle how to get rid of them with. 
out ofronce. One party in pal-ticulnl' was so unplcn­
Mut, and they so seriously incommoded us, that we 
Imd recourse to the unusual e;..:pe<1ient of smoking 
them off, by kindling a fire nt the door of our hut, 
before which they were sitting. It succeedod o.gree· 
nbly to our wi~.hes. 

A compnny of women nnd girls fl·om the Fnl.1tah 
village of Acoa, impelled by 0. curiosity so natuml to 
thei,· sox, 00.1110 likowise to sec us iu the afternoon; 
but their socioty, instoad of being disngrccnble, os the 
eompfl1ly of nIl our other ,·isitors .pro\'e(l to be, was 
hailed by us with 1,1005u1"o. For these fomoles arc so 
modest and so retiring, o.n<1 e"ioco so much native 
delicacy in theil' whole beha,;ow', thnt they excited in 
us the highest resl)cct. rJ.'hcir personal attractions 
are no les8 wlnning. They ho.\'e nne spl\rkling jotty 
eyes, with cye.lashcs dark and glossy aR tho raven's 
pillOlO. l'hoil" fcntm'es arc ngrcenble, although their 
complexions aro tnwny. lJ..'heil' genernl form is 010· 
gallt, thoir handa sJ))nll nnd dclicz\to; and the l)ccliliar 
clcanlinoss of their pCl'l>OnS, nud llCll.tuoss of dross 
ndded Lo these, rcndel'od tJlCir aociety altogether ns do-­
aim-ble as thl1t of their neighbours was (lisagrcon,blo. 
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The F aIn tahs inhabiting Acha were all born anel 
lH'cd in that town. rr heir ancestors settled in the 
country at so remoto a period, that, although we made 
inquiries respecting it, our questions ,yere unavailing, 
and, 'in fact, not even a tradition has been preserved 
on ~he subject. These" ohildren of the soil" lead a 
harmless, tranquil, and sober life, which they never 
suffer passing eyonts to disturb. '1'hoy have no 
ambition to join their more restless and enterprising 
COI\l\trymen who ha.ve made themselves masters of 
Aloric and !t:\ka, nor e'-en to meddle in the private or 
Imhlic concerns of their nem' neighbours of Keeshee. 
InJcod. they hi.we kept themselycs ll>part and distinct 
from nU; they have retained the langnago of their 
fathers and tho simplicity of their manners, and their 
existence glides serenely and happily away, in the 
eujo}lUont of the domestic pleasures and social tender4 
ness "hich aro found in ciyilised society, and whicb 
nrc unkno,nl among their royiug countrymen. They 
nrc on the best possible terms with their neighbours, 
like the F nJatahs at Bol100, and by them they are 
heM ill gret\t respect. 

rt'he go,-ernor of Kecsheo is a Borgoo man, and 
hoasts of being the bosom friend of Yano, chief of 
Kiama ; but fiS the old man told us many wonderful 
stories of tho number of towns under his sway, bis 
amazing power, grent influence, and the entire sub~ 
jcctioll in which his 0\\'"11 peoplo were kcpt by his 
own good goYcrnmont, nll of which wo listened to 
with patiencc, we Ilrc inclined to believe that the 
governor's pretensions are as hollow as. they arc 
itnprobo.ble. As to his goYernment, ho gave us l\ 

gl1ccimen of it by ba.wling to a group of chiltiren, that 
hud foUowed our steps into the yard, to go about 
their husillCSS, But eyers one in this country displays 
this ridiculous yUtlity j und in most of the towns we 



.158 TnE GOVERNOR OF KEESIIEE. 

have visited, it was t.he first great care of their chiefs 
to impress on our minds an idea of their vast import­
ance, which in mnny instances was refuted by their 
ragged tobes and squalid appearance. Yet, if their 
own nccounts nre to be credited, their affiuence nnd 
power are unbounded. To tlus vain-glorious feeling 
they sacrifice tl'Utb, which in almost all cases they 
highly reverence, and make themselves truly ridicu­
lous by their absurdities. In our case, however, they 
had white men n.nd strangers to deal with; and per­
haps it is natural, among simple barbnrians, to court 
admimtion and applause, even though they cmploy 
no other meallS than exaggeration and falsehood, 
After a deal of talking (much more, indeed, than we 
can now remember), the governor of Keeshee begged 
the fnNom' of 0.. little rum and medicina. to heal his 
foot, which is inclined to swell and give him pnin ; 
and requested that we would repair a gun which hod 
been deprived of its stock by fire. He then sang tiS 

a ditty in praise of elephants tUld their teeth, in 
which he wns assisted by rus cane-bearer, nnd after­
wards took his leave. "'0 have received little })l'e­
sents of gooro.. Duts, snIt, honey, mi-cndanio. butter, 
&c., from several of the inhabitants of the town. It 
WtlS new moon on SatUl'dny, and, from the rains 
which have since fallen, it is likely that hencafol'th 
we shall have much wet weather. 

Tue6da!!, i)'la!! 25tlt.-Somo hlnllams, and other" 
""ho wish to accompany us to Kiama, "luther they 
are going fo), tho purposes of tmde, persuaded the 
easy-minded goycruor lust night to defer getting us 
carriers till to-morrow, bc('auso, forsooth, they M'e 

not l)l'evared to travel to-day. 'Vo are thereforo 
obliged to await the further plensuro of theso influen­
tint merchauts. Thus balked in our ex.pectations, 
after our l\l~nge had all been l)acked tI}) for our 
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~tMting, I endeavoured to amuse myself enrly in the 
nloruiug. by scrambling to the top of the high and 
stoop hill which stands in the middle of bhe town. 
III my progress I disturbed a tiger-cat from his 
retreat among tho rocks, but Wfi8 rewarded for my 
iOlbour by 0.0 oxtonsi\'Q and agreeable prospect from 
lho..summit of this mountain, which I foulld to consist 
of large blocks of white marble. Tho town, with 
its double wall, perfol'atecl with holes for bowmen 
to shoot through, lay at my feet, and several 
little rural villages studded the country on every 
tlide. 

The governor of Kecshcc is so old and infirm. 
that it ill evi.dent ho has not many years to live. I 
gave biro n lotion ycstcrduy for (L. swollen foot, which 
greatly ela.t()u one or two of his at.tcndants: and their 
,lonimllleu looks nud gestures bespoke henrts ovel'~ 
Hawing WiUl grateful feelings; 80 muoh so, indeed, 
that we remarked the circumstance as being of l"I\ro 
occurrence. This warning a young man, oue of the 
number, visited U$ with a COllutCllt\ncc so rueful, and 
spoke iu l\ tono so low and melancholy, that his 
whole I\ppeara.nco "~l\S completely tlltercd, insomuch 
that wo wera desirous to lea.rn what evil had befallen 
him. '1'hc cause of it was soon explained by his 
informing us tho-the would bo doomed to die with two 
companion8. ru! soon as their goveruor's dissolution 
should take plMc; and as the old wau ba alret\tly 
ono foot in the grave. the poor follow's sadness was 
not to btl wondered nt, \\l)on this Sllmc indi\idual 
t\utl h.i~ a&iocio.tcs obsenTcd rue giving the lotion to 
their master yesterday, they imagined it woulU pro~ 
lout; his existence, and COill-cqucntly lengthen their 
owu; tlllU hence arose that burst of feeling which 
ht\d attrll.('tcll our a.ttcntion. Tho l)coplc here imagine 
\\C CUll do.) northing, but more especially that we aN 
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acquainted with, nnd cnn cure, all the complo.ints and 
disorders to which man is liable. 

The governor solicited a charm of us to-day, to 
preseryo his houso from the effects of fire, and cause 
him to become rich; while ODC of his elderly wives 
made a doleful complaint of having been likely to 
become a mother fOl' the last thirty years, and begged 
piteously for medicine to promote aud assist bel' 
accouc/(ement. 'Vo could satisfy t.he old man easily 
enough, but his wifc's bypochollch'iacnl complaint we 
conceived too dangerous to be meddled with by un­
professioual hands. Poor womnn! she is much to be 
pitied. for the odd delusion under which she bas been 
la.bouring so long a time hns given her considerable 
uneasiness, so thnt life itself has become a burden to 
her. All tho t we could do for hor was to sootbe her 
mind, by tolling hor that her dist.omper ,was very 
common, and not at all dangerous; and promisillg 
that, on our return t,hia wny, should nothing transpire 
io her favour in the wenn time, we would endeavour 
to remove tho cause of her complaint. This com­
forted tho aged matron exceedingly; and, in the 
fullness of her heart, she btu'st into tears of joy, 
dl'opped on bel' knees to express her acknowledgment, 
llnd pressed us to accept a couple of gooro.. nuts. -

Our engaging female friends. the Falatahs, paid us 
a second visit this mornllig with bowls of milk and 
foorn; and in tlle e"ening a fow of their malo com­
panions also came. aod remained with us a consi­
derable time. Both sexes displnyed the same timid 
reserve in our presence, and deported t.hemselves in 
tho same respeotful manner thfL.t they did yesterday. 
It a})pears that the F alUtabs inhabiting Acba, 
though very numerous) nre but ono fnmily.; for 
we are told that their ancestor separated himself 
from his friends, relatives, and acquaintances, and, 
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(':ciUng himself for c,'cr from his nat ivc country, ho 
tro,velled hither with his wi,'es and children, his 
flocks and herds. 1'he sons and do.ughters of his 
desccndnuts intermarry only among their own kin­
dred. and they arc betrothed to each other in infancy 
nud childhood. The little that I have seen of F aJiUahs 
in Yarriba has conyinced me that in all things they 
are much, very much. superior to the loveless and 
unsocial proprietors of tho soil. Their countenances 
bespeak more intelligence, and their manners dis­
pIny (ess roughness and barbar~sOl. The domestic 
Yirtues of the Falatttbs are also more affectionate and 
cudcnring. and their fn.mily regulations lUOftl chaste 
and binding. 

lI~edll{w'o'l. ,i1l011 26th.-\Ye nrose before sunrise 
thiR mornill~: llnd 11uYing little to do in the way of 
pl'opn!'ntiou for setting out, wo took n hasty breakfast, 
and uftcrm.ll'u:.- wcnt to pay our respects to the 
gOY""\'\lor, and thank h im for his hospitality and 
goodltc~ to illI. On rctW'ning to our lodgings, we 
had the lllcnslll'c of rocoi"ing tho morning saluta.tion 
of (lur fair friends the Fll..lltahs on bended knee. 
Rcsohcd to lun'o another and a last chat with the 
white stn\ugc~, thcse females bad come for the 
purp08c of otl'eriug u.s two cruabilshes of new milk. 
1'hiil. nnd fomler little acts of kindness which we 
IH.\Y(' r('('eivcd from these dark-eyed maidens, lul.\'c 
cftcctuallJ won our regard, because we know they 
wero di~illtcrcstcdlJ gil"lm; and tho few minutes 
which wc hn.vc had the bal1piness of spending in 
th('ir company, nlld that of their countrymen, have 
r('u('l~tu('J wany hours of listl('~neS$ and melallcholy, 
whidl nb,cncc from our natiYC C'ollntry. and thoughts 
of howl' nllll fri"::lUh;. but too often excite ill om 
bt'('I\~t~. It Wll~ therefor(, uot without a feeling of 
/lorN)\\ thM we hade them adieu. For my own part, 

,"OL. l. 
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when they blessed me in the name of Alia and their 
Prophet, and implored blessings on my he,ad, and 
when I gazed upou t.he faces of the simple-hearted 
and innocent females who had so piously and fer \Tently 
invoked the benedictioll, with the consciousness of 
beholding them no more in this life, my heart was 
touched with sorrow; for of all reflections, this is 
certainly the most mela.ncholy and dispirit.jug! 

((Ye, who have known what 'tis to dote uJlQo 
A fow dear ohjects, will in sadness feel 

Such partings break tho hear~ thoy fondly hoped to hell !" 

There was less of feeling and tenderness, certainly, 
though more words and much great.er noise, in taking 
our farewell -of the two old messengers that had 
accompanied -us from Badagz;y, and who, with the 
Jennu. guides, will return homewards to-morrow. 
They have behaved themseh'es throughout to our' 
hea,rts' desire; and because they had been our com­
panions in it long and painful journey, and because 
t,heir faces. had become familiarised to us, we left 
them behind with .sincere regret. 

Although we left Keesllee between sL'( (md seven 
in the moming, we were obliged to seat ourselves on 
a green turf in the outskirts of the town; and wait 
t·here till a quarter after nine, before the carriers.Jrith 
the luggage made their apRcarance. Here 'We were 
joined by n. Borgoo /ati'ikie. an(t our cars were saluted 
with the b.ol\rse, dull sounds of their drum, which was 
played b)'~ a ragged one-eyed Yarribean long after we 
were on our journey. A compuny of merchants 
trading thtough the country has always a drummer 
in their pay, who wo.lks at the heael of the party, and 
performs on his instrument continually, be the jow'ney 
e\'er so long, for the purpose of animating t·he slaves 
to quicken their stc.ps. 

Our rout-e lay through a yust ana lonely forest, 
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lI, rested by bands of robbers, n.lld in which thore is 
not 0. single huml1.n habitation. My brother went 
unnmled boforo tho /atil/.;'ie, and trayolled a100e, 
'\ hilst I romaincd behiod to defend tho carriers in 
<.'1\)\0 of Il ecossity. He h ad n.lt·eady r ode SOIlle disto.nee 
in ndvauce of us, when about twenty very suspicious­
l~)Hkillg fe llows, armed with lanccs and bows nnd 
UrI'OW8. suddenly made their appearance from behind 
tht' trecs, where they had concealed themselYes, and 
'!toou in the middle of the path before the mell 'with 
the luggage, who woro so terrified, that they were 
pr~po.rillg to drop their burdens and run away. My 
g'un being IOl\ded, I levelled it at them, and had nel\r1y 
Ji~(:bnrged it at the leader, which intimidated them 
t\U so mut'b, that they retreated again into the henrt 
of tho forc~t. Wbcn the people of Yarriba obser\'e 
ttll" one approaching them on the road, whose 
appcl\rt\Ut'e inspires thcm with a}>prehension as to 
til(' honesty of his intentions, they fling off their 
llli\ds without waiting the result ot the meeting, ond 
tt\ke to their heels without yenturing to look behind 
lht!m. The robbers, therefore. when they saW' our 
people, no doubt expected to obtain an easy booty; 
not .mticipa.ting to find a white man among them, 
nor thinkiug that our carriers would huve made a. 
Rhmd. 

\V e journeyed fiftocn miles through this dreaded 
fO l'CM, which occupied us nyc hours and three-quarters, 
O\\;ug to the weakuess of our hon;cs and want of 
WI\tCf. but above aU to the oppressh'e heat of the 
Wt'Mher, from whillh we all suffered more or less. 
W" u th~u t\ft'lved a.t the .Jfo1(,'lsa, which is a rivulet 
qcpl\fU.ting the kingdom of Yarriba from Borgoo. 
llllywg satisfied our tlllrst and bathed. we cros"cd 
the strt'at\\, and cutct'cd a little "iUage ou the 
u\\rth~ru bank, whore we halted for tho day. 

y2 
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J Vvbon tl'twolliug in the busb, Boveral men in the 
trniu of 0. fatakie wear a large iron ring on the 
thumb nnd middle finger. To the la.tter Q piece of 
plate-h'oD is attached, with which they make sigoo.ls 
to each othol' ond the fatiikic when npnrt by clinking 
the rings. Tlus method of communication is very 
significant, nnd it is understood as well, Ilnd is as 
promptly answered or obeyed, as our boatswo.iu's 
whistle. The collision of the rings l)roduces 0. harsh. 
gmt.iug noise, loud enough to be heard (1t a. considcl'­
aUlo distance. 

Tho lUcre crossing of t\ little stream, which a person 
might almost j\lmp over, bas introduced us into a 
country ycry different from Yarribo.. which is inhabited 
by 0. diiferent people, \dlO speak 1\ different Inuguagc, 
pl'ofess It different religion, and whose manners, cus­
toms, nmuscments, and pursuits nrc altogether dif­
forent, '1'be "illnge ill whioh we nrc stopping is 
cn.llod llfoWJ8a, nfter the riYor. and .is rnslQnt from 
Keeshco, in (\. nOl't,horly direction, as Den.rIy as wo 
caD gucss, nbout sixteen miles, '" c occupy 0. large 
round hut, called by the natiyes of this country 
Oalamba" in tho ITaussa lo.ngungo Zowie,l/, no<1 ill 
Bomou Ooozie, In tho celltl'O of it is tho truuk of n. 
la.l'gc tree, which supports tho roof: it h0.5 two uper­
tm'cs fol' doors, which nrc opposite euch other; uud 
diroctly OY01' them, 8uspondud from tho wall, arc n. 
eouplo of chanus, writton ill tho 1\1'o,bie ohumctcr on 
bits of papel', which al'c to presenc the l)I'cmisea 
from being destJ.'o,yed by firo. It is now ohweu p, M. ; 

our o.ttcudnnts, with sovorol of t.hcil' fcllow-tnwollcrs, 
nrc rcposing on mats ond skillS in Ynriolls l'nl't.s of tho 
Imt. Bows nud arrows find (luivol"s ol'nomonted with 
cows' tails, togother with liuskets, pislois, swords, 
lanocs, and athol' wcal)on8, nrc eithcr bunging on bhc 
wull or rost.iug against it. tllho scono is wild Q,ud 
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singulnr. and quito romantic. Outside our hut it 
is yet more striking. Thoro, though it rains and 
thunders, the remainder of the /atakie, consisting 
of men, women. Bud children. are sitting on the 
ground in groups. or sleeping near soyeral large 
tires, which are burning almost close to the hut; 
whilst others are lying under the shelter of large 
~pr('adi ng trees in its immedinte ylcinity. Their only 
oppord is drawn o,'er their half-naked persons; their 
wco.pous are .at their sides j and their horses are 
grazing nenr them. Most of the people have gone 
to rest without food: yet they sleep soundly. and 
appenr quite happy nnd comfortable after their day's 
exertion nnd fatigue. One of our men fainted on the 
road tQ-Jay from es..haru;tion, and is now feverish and 
UUW(lU. 

71",rmIJ11 • .J.llall 27tJt.- Thcro is a. sweetness in 
the UlO\lllt~in air~ tlnd a dewy freshness in the illOlTl­
iug. which we experienced to-da) with considerable 
})leasuIo, on ascending tho hills which border the 
JlOrthcrtl side of the protty little 111oussa. '"''ben 
,\ild beasts. tired with their nightly prowling, seek 
reti~m('nt nnd repose in the lonely depths of these 
pnm<'\'lu forests, and whell birds, perched on the 
bnlnches of trees O,'C1' our heads. warble forth their 
morning ~ong. it it) the time that makes up for 
the la.nguid. wearisome hours in the heat of thc dill'. 
when nothing can amuse and nothing interest us. 
It is in th0 carlier llart of the morning, too, or in 
the <.'001 of the en~ning. that nntW'e can be leisurely 
cont('mplt\tcd nnd admired in the simplo lo.clines.~ 
of a verdant plain. l~ sequestered grotto. or a rippling 
UI."OOk: or in the wilder and more UlYsterious fenturcs 
o~' hef beauty in the height of il craggy precipice-. the 
sllcncC' t\ud gloom of "tlst s.hady woods. or when th~e 
wOOtls arc gracefully bending to the passing g-Jle. 
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An hour's ride brought us near the site of a town 
which was formerly peopled only by robbers. It was, ' 
howevor, destroyed some years ago, and iu inhabit­
ants either slain or dispersed, by order of the present 
spirited ruler of Kiima, siqce which time the road 
has been less dreaded by travellers, Our path lay 
through a rich country. covered with hLuu1ant 
grasses and fine t.l'ees, but yery little underwood 
could be seen. It abounds plentifully with deer and 
antelopes, and other wild animals of a more ferocious 
nature, such as the lion, the leopard, the elephnut, 
the wild ass, &0. ; but the solitary lowing OP a buffalo 
was the only sound that we distinguished in the 
forest, and we had not the pleasure of meeting cyen 
with this animal. 

At elc,'cn o'clock we entered a very small and 
clennly-looking village, where we halted for the du.y. 
Unfortunately, its governor, with most of. the people', 
wero at work ill the £clds at some distnnce, so that 
we could get nothing to cat till rather late ill the 
evening. It appears that these poor villagers are 
forced to supply the soldiers of their sovereign with 
})l"ovisions gratis, whenover business leads them so 
fut' this way from the capital; and that, in order-to 
avoid, the rapacity of these men, they hl.\vO built 

_ auother hamlet in the woods, far out of the way 
of the path, whither t.hey CUrl'Y their goats, '&c., 
and the corn of whioh they may not be in immediato 
want. 

On arrivinn', we :wel'e introduced into a sman grass 
hut. which s~oke has changed into the most glossy 
blaok we have ever seen; and the interior of its roof 
is ingeniously decorated with large festoons of cob­
web nnel dust, which must have been nccumwo,ting 
for a number of YOUl'S. Its fetisb is a dried gl'ass­
hoppel', which is preserved in a little calabush ; hut M 
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if this werc insuffic ien t to protect it from all the 
damages to which buts in this country are conswntly 
nposcd, auxiliary charms of blood and feathers nrc 
likewiso stuck on the inside of the wall. At sunset, 
not having anything to eat, I went out into the wood 
)\ ilh my guo, and was fortunate enough to shoot a 
1'ew doves; and Pascoe, who wont in a different 
t1il'('otion, shot a Guinen. hen, which made us an ex­
('QUcnt supper IIunger had driven back our Keeshce 
C'nrricrs, who were to have accompanied us to Ki3:ma, 
and thorofore we have been obliged to send a mes­
!lenger to Yarrow, for men to supply their place. 
Lo.to in the o"ening, the governor 'of the "illage 
l,cturIl<.'d fl'om his labour in the fields, and presented 
\1:1 witll corn antI honey. 

Fridwl, iVaI! 28th.-I n the forenoon, the musical 
jin,gHng ·01' littlo bells announced the approach of a 
hOtly of bor~emeo. who in less thlill a. minute gallopped 
lip to our hut, and saluted us on(' after anolher with 
n martll\l nu\ by bntndishing tbeir spears, to our 
gn.'u.t di&'omfiturc, within a few feet of our faces. 
'1'0 disphLY their horsemanship more effectually, they 
caused their spirited steeds to prance and rear ill our 
presence; and when they imagined we were con­
viuced of thoir abilities, they dismounted to prostrate 
tllC'lUt'ehcs before us, and acquaint us of the wclfare 
of their priuco. The carriers who had arriycd fl'om 
i{iima had preceded them on the road, and the whole 
Qf the men now sat down to partake of a little re­
frcshmcnt. It WI\S twelyc o'clock exactly when wc 
tiet out on our jomuey, and the day being so far nd­
\"I\o('od, 'YO wished to mo.kt:l all tho haste possible, but 
tiw w('a.thcr WtlS extremely warm, find our horses 
" ..... 1'(' bnnUy strong enough~ to carry their riders, so 
thnt we were obliged, after nU, to travel yery slowly, 
,\t nyc p,:\!. we reached tho ruins of (L small town .. 
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The path 'vas through the Sllme forest as yesterday, 
but this part of it is less thickly wooded. At one 
place we remarked two immensely large trees, spring~ 
iug up almost close together; their might" trunks 
and branches were twisted, and finnly clasped round 
each other, like giants in the act of emhra-eing, and 
presented an appearance highly novel and singular. 
Ant-hills were DUUlcrous in the road; and a. few 
paces from it, we observed, as we rode along. little 
cone-shaped mud-buildings. erected by the natives 
for the purpose of smelting iron ore, which is found 
in abundance in different pn.rts of t.he country. At 
sunset we arrived at a. village called Benikenny, 
which meaDS, in the languago of the people, "a cun­
ning man;" and found there three women waiting 
our arrival with corn o..nd milk from the King of 
KiamC\,: this was vcry accept.able, fot' we had been 
without. food thirteen hours. 'Va rest,ed at Beni­
kenny a little, and fnlly expeated to hava slept there, 
for the afternoon bad been excessh'ely "ann, and we 
were all much fatigued. But our anned escot't were 
not in the same way of th.inking as ourselves, and 
th.ey encouraged us to proceed to another village l 

which t.hey said was at no great dist.ance, 'Ve there­
fore quitted Benikeuny; yet no ,'illage could be 
seen; and then the escort confessed t.hat thoy had 
deceived \lS, in order that we might arrive at Kinma 
before night. The sun had gone down on our quit­
ting the halting-}>lilCe ; but the moon and stars sup­
l>lied us with a coolor and lUOl'e agreeable light; and 
we journeyed on through the fOl'ust more slowly than 
beforo. III spite of Oill' fatigue, we could not help 
admiring the serenity nnd beauty of the C\'cumg, 
nor be insensible to the delioious fragronco shed 
around frQOl trees and shrubs. The appearance of 
our warlike nud rOlllt\nt~c escort "wns o.lso highly 
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nmU3ing. They were clad in the fashion of the East, 
nod sought their way between tho trees on our right 
1}J)(1 10ft; but sometimes they fell in our rear, and 
thoo a.gain dashed suddenly by 1.18 with agtonishing 
swift.ness, looking as wild ag the scenery through 
wmoil their chargers bounded. The effect was ren­
uerc-d moro imposing by t he reflection of the moon­
beams from their polished spears and the pieces of 
sil,'':)]' affixed to their caps; while the luminous fire-fly 
l\ppcll.red in the air like rising and falling pa.rticles of 
flamc. 

My brother's horse Wag unable, from weakness 
and exhaustioll, to carry him fa.rther than Benikenny; 
so that ho was obliged to walk the remainder of the 
journe,Y to Ki.hnn, which is full six miles. About 
eight 0 'dock Kilhnu. a.ppenred bofore us, and in 0. few 
miuutes wo entored tho city, t\Ild rode directly to 
tho kiug's house, He camo out to recciye us after 
we hild been wait ing outsido n yel~ short time, and 
wolcomed us "ith much satisfi\ction and good-will, He 
it! &u elderly man, lllmost toothless, and has fI. beard 
as white n.s wool. ,Yo observed nothing remarkable 
ill his dress or appearance. His nrst question was 
ooncerning the health of our aoYoreign, and bis 
second fI.nd las.t rC$peoting our own welfare. He 
seemed to bo exceedingly well pleased at soomg me 
aga in. W' e then took our leave, 8>nd wore conducted 
by one of his shwcs to ~\ hut, or ra,ther an assemblage 
of huts, u(ljoining his own residence. But they wero 
not entirely to our sutisfaction, for many of them 
had only one ll}X)rture in each. which was scarcely 
three feot square: so thtl.t we could not get into 
them. cxccpting on OlU' hands and knees, They were. 
besides., so YCI'," closo and warm, that we found great 
Jifticulty in br~athing; and we preferred a hut 'which 
\\,,\3 ~OQlur uud bettor ,routilated, though it had the 
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inconvenience of a thoroughfare. No sooner were 
we securely housed, than half a dozen of the king's 
wives illtroduced themselves with huge calabashes of 
sour milk, fried pancakes, and beef stewed in ,rice, 
the first we have yet seen. Various coloured mats of 
excellent workmanship were a.fterwards brought for 
our use; and with thankful hearts and comfortable 
feelings we lay down to rest. -

CHAPTER VI. 
Kiamn-Visit to the King- Wooden Figurcs- Ynrro's Hut-His 

objection to tho former route to W OWO\'l' ooing adopted by 
the Travellers-InstanC(l of Na.live Friendship- Mohammedan 
Pricsts-Theit' CI1!lrncter-Tradilion of the FllliHahs- Cere­
monies of theBl'buD Sdlah-Celcbrntior: of tbe Festival- N3tivo 
Horse-racing-The King's Solis-Poisonous Lizard- Supersti­
tion or the Nlltivcs--Comparison between the Nllti\'cs of Borgoo 
nnd Yn.rrib:r..-Tr.:l.its of Charncter-F:r..lat.:r..hs- Law relating to 
them. 

Saturday, ~fay 29th. - Til'ed with yesterday's 
journey, we lay on our mats rather later than usual j 

and, before we had arisen, the king's messengers.and 
others cntered our hut, to give us the salutations of 
the morning. I returned Yarra's compliment by 
calling to see him at his o'wn house, while my 
brother remained at bomc, to take care of the goods. 
The natives of t.he country. huving a very indifferent 
reputation for hOllcsty, compel us to keep a watchful 
eye oyer aU their actions. A number of maDams 
from Haussa paid us a visit about t.he middle of the 
day; but n. body of more ignorant Mohammedans, 
I should suppose, can nowhere be found; for not. one 
of them, evcn to their chief, who has a youthful 
appearance, understands a word of Arabic. 
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J ust befol'o SUDset. my brother selected n. present, 
('onsisting oftbc following articles, for the king :-viz., 
:,ii:\: ynrlls of red cloth. a quantity of printed cottons, 
a l)air of silver bracelet-s, a looking-glass, two pairs 
of suissors, n. knife, two combs, oud a tobacco-pipe. 
Tb~ goods hrwing been properly sccured, we repaired 
\\yith this present to the king, ,yho received it with 
much apparent satisfaction. 

Yarro professes tho Mohammedan faith; yet it is 
easy to perceive tho ycry slender ncquaintance he bM 
obto.incd of tho precepts of the Korllll, by the con-

fidel\cc which he 8tm places in the religion of his 
fn,tbcn, in placing fetishes to guard the entrance of 
his hom~cs, and ndllfu their half-naked w-aJls. In ouo 
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of the huts we observed a stool of very curious work· 
manship. The form of it is nearly squa.re. the. two 
llrmcipnl sides of each supported by four little wooden 
figures of men: and another, of large dimensions, 
seated on 0. clumsy representation of a hippopotamus, 
is placed between them. These images were subse­
quently presented to us by Yarro; aIid we learnt that 

the natives, before underth.king flny water excursion, 
applied for prot.cctiou from the hippopotami and 
other dangers of the river. to the principn:1 figure, 
which is represented a.s mounted ou one 6f th03C 
Crca·tufOS. This impol"Utut personage is attended by 
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his musicians, and guarded by soldiers, some armed 
with muskets, Qud others with bows and arrows, who 
fonned the legs of the stool. In the a,nnexed sketch, 
which is about one-seventh the size of the original, he 
has been placed on the top of the stool, that the yjew 
of him might not be interrupted. . 

In an inner apartment we discovered Yarra sitting 
alone on buffalo hides j and we were desired to plo.ce 
ourselves near him. The walls of t,bis a.partment 
were adorned with very good prints of our most 
gracious sovereign George the Fourth, his late royal 
brother the Duke of York, Lord Nelson, the Duke 
of Wellington on hOl":3eback, together "it.h an officer 
in the Light Dragoons, in company with t1 smo.rtly­
dr~sscd and happy-looking English Indy. Opposite 
to t,hem were hWlg horsc-nccouh'ements; and Oil 

cnch side were dirty scraps of pa.per containing 
sclect sentences from the Koran. On the floor lay 
muskct-s, several handsomely-ornamented lances, and 
other weapons, nil confusedly heaped t.ogether by 
the side of u. large granite stone used for pounding 
pepper, These werc the most striking objccts we 
observed in the king-'s hut; adjoining which were 
othera, through whose diminutive doors Yarl"o 's wives 
were straining their eyes to catch a glimpse of our 
persons. 

'Then we spoke of proceeding to Yaoorie by way 
of Wowow and Boossa, the king objected to our 
visiting the former st·ntc under any consideration; 
nlleging thnt three of the s l~ves who carried the 
goods for CapUlin Cla.pperton hacl never retw'lled to 
him u-Ku.in, but had remained at Wow'ow, where they 
were protected by the governor Mohammed; and 
that if he shoulel scud others with us to that place, 
they migbt do the salllC. He, therefore, promises to 
send us to Boosa, in four days' time, by another rondo 
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IudopendenWyof the above consideru.tion, the king is 
ll ighly incensed against the ruler of "rowow, fo r harsh 
trCl\tment of tho widow Zumn., who is his fl"iend a.nd 
rt>lath'c, and who hns lately fled to Boos~ for tho 
jlurpOSO o( olaiming the protection of the king of that 
country. 

It. is Sl\id th at Yarro's father, the late king of 
Kiamo., Juring his lifetime, enjoyed the friendship of 
0.0 Arab from the desert, which was returned with 
equal warmth and sincerity. A similarity of disposi­
tious and IJursuits produced a. mutual intercha.nge of 
kind actions; their friendship became so gren.t, t}mt 
tho king ''\VIlS nOYOl" happy except when in the Arab's 
l'ompany; and, as a proof of his esteem and confidonce, 
ho g'IWO him bis favourite do.ughtcr in marriage. 
Tho fruit of this nllio.nce is the restless widow Zuma, 
and honea her relationship to the present monarch of 
Ki£ma. To return to his futher and the Arab: their 
fri~nd~hip la8ted until the del\th of the latter. The 
king, how(}"er, was inconsolable for his loss, and 
lookcd around him in vain for some one to supply the 
pIneo of his fr~ond; but tho ardour of his affections 
was too strong, and, led by the hope of following his 
friend to t\uothcr world, ho committed suicide. Thia 
is tho most affecting instance of genuine friendship, 
and iudc('d tho only one,that has come to our hearing 
IIi nco we heINe beou iu the co\llitry. Yarro is much 
I.\tt~chcd to tllC widow Zuma; and she would haxc fled 
hither, instelld of going to Boossa, if her intentions had 
uo't been lOuspected, t\ud her actions. narrowly watched, 
hr the ruler of '''owow . 
• Slllld<tfl. 1.llo!/ 30th.-Unwilliug as we always are 

to bn"u.k tho proper observance of the Sabbath, we 
W('re, nl~yertheless, cOnllJelled this forenoon to submit 
to the mortifi.c:.\tioll of cleaning and polishing a sword 
t\nll P\ljto\s. which were sent u.s for that purpose by 
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t.ne king" against the approaching Mohammedan fes­
tival. Yarra shortly afterwards sent us a turkey, and 
onc of his .women presented us with a roasted badger, 
a quantity of yams, &c., for the use of onc of our 
people. This evening the king's wires un~nimously 
bestowed a severe reprimand on their husband for 
neg~ecting to offer them a port.ion of a bottle of rum 
which we gave -him yesterday; and they scolded 
so lustily. that the noise was heard outside the wall 
surrouDcling t.heir huts, which led us to make the dis­
covery. To !Lvpease the indignation of these ladies, 

. and to reconcile them to their loss" I presented them 
with a few beads and some other trifles; but we much 
doubt their efficacy. 

Mrmday, May 31st.-It js supposed dlat the ruler 
of '¥Vowow will ma~e war on this state as soon as he 
shall be made acquainted with the fnct. of our being 
in EOl'goo without hU"ing visited him. Although it 
is within tho dominions of the King of Boossa, who 
is acknowledged to be the greatest of the soyereigns 
of Borgoo, \Vowow is reported to have lately received 
a body of Nouffie horse soldiers, consisting of eight 
hundred mon, which has rendered its chief more 
powmful t.han either of his neighbours. ·fJ.\hese sol· 
diel's arc the remnant. of the arwy of Edere..~_the 
Edrisi of Captoin Olapperton). who is the rightful 
heir to t.he throno of Nouffie: they deserted him in 
his misfortunes, und sought n. refuge in 'Wow-ow 
from the fury of their successful countrymen, leaving 
their leuder to his fate. Shortly after my return to 
England, it is reported that jJlag ia, who is a younger 
son of the late King. of Nouffie, was reinforced by 
soldiers from Soceatoo: that he took immediate ad­
yn.ntage of the panic into wbich this intelligence had 
tl1roW11 his brother) by attacking and routing his army, 
and ex-pelling both him and the:m from bheir native 
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country. Ede..resa was for some time after (l. 'wan­
derer; but n,t length ho is said to haNe found an 
asylum with one of the chiefs of a state nea.r the king­
dom of Benin, where he now resides in tranquillity 
un.d retirement. 

We rccei\To visits almost o\'ery hour of the day 
from a number of Moho.mmedo.n moJlams residing at 
K.iirua, GS well as from those merchants who formed 
part of the fatdkie that accompanied us through the 
forest from Keeshee. Tho formor sent two young 
boys this oJternoou to prn.y for us, in tho expectation, 
wo believo, of obtaining something more substantial 
than thanks for the good that might result to us frOID 
their charita.blo rcmembro.nce of the frailty of our 
nature. The boys dropped on their knees, tl,ud recited 
the Lessou that they had beeu taught without com­
witting 0. blunder: bu~ a few needles was the only 
recomponso we lhought IJfoper to IDi1ke thorn, so that 
it is not likely their masters will desire any more 
prayers to be offered at the shrm\.! of their Prophet 
for Christians so illiberal and irreligious. Of all the 
vices of which these Mohammedan priests a.re guilty 
(and by all nCCOU1lts they nre not a few), slander and 
JofUlllntjou of chart\cter appear to be by far the most 
goneral. Novor do we hco.r a. ruallam speak of his 
noighbours iu torms of COlllillon respeot. By bis 
account they are all the "ilest crea.tures under the sun, 
uot oue (,ll('~ping the lash of his consure. H lwoid that 
Olan. " said n complacont [lJld comforta.ble-looking old 
l\[(}h~\rumcdan last night, pointing to one of his com­
punions us he quitted the hut. (he had just blessed 
him in tho name of Alia,) .. {or, believe me. he will 
takl.} (wcr:-~ opportuuity of dccohing you; and if you 
go so fur 65 to tru t him with auy of your property, 
h~ will chc,\t you of oyery cowrie. " The yenorable 
!\pc;\,ket' had a. quantity of gilt buttOM, nearly no,,-. 

YOL, l. N 



118 KUMA. 

in his possessi~n, which we bad given him to sell, 
for we are frequently obliged to make such shifts for 
n roeal; and when his invective was finished, he arose 
to take his leave, but the self.righteous priest bad 
neglected, in the hurry of discourse, to secure 0. few 
buttons which ht! had purloined, for as he stood up 
they dropped from the folds of his garment on the 
floor. The man's confusion wus immediately o.ppn­
Tent j but we did not wish to punish him further by 
increasing bis shame. and we suffered him to go 
about his business in the belief that the circwnstance 
had wholly escaped our observation. Gilt buttons 
fetch a high price here (from two to three hundred 
cowries each); and as we have a. great quantity of 
them, it is likely that from henceforth they will be 
of infinite sCI''\"ice to us. 'Vomen use but.tons to 
ornament. their necks, fingers, and wrist.s; and they 
imagine that the brightest of them are made of gold, 

A man arrived at the kiDg's house this eyerung, 
\\;th the information tbat lJollcasJSon, the ex-king of 
ITanssn, bas recently. retaken no less than twelve 
towns in that empire from the Fnlatnhs, in which he 
was greatly assisted by the sheik of Bornou, The 
Fnlat.ahs ha.ye 0. tradition, that when Danfodio 
(Bello's father, and the first king of Soccatoo) was- (\ 
simple shepherd, he made a vow to the great (ll~thor 
of (Hril, that if he would assist bim in snbjllgating the 
kingdom of ITuUSSo., he woul(l be his slave for ever 
nfter, Dnnfodio's request, tbey say, was complied 
with on his own condit,ions, but f9r no longer than 
thirty years, after which the aborigines of the coun­
try were to rogain their liborty and re-establish their 
nncient laws and institutiolls. '1'he term is now 
ncarly expired, and the Fnlatabs begin alreudy, say 
the Haussn men, to tremble with (1)pl'chcnsions at 
tho prospect of this tradition being realised. 
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T!l~8da!J. J une !st.-This is the eve or the "Bebun 
Salah," or "Grcat Prayer Day," and is generally 
omploycd by the Mussuhnen in Ria.ma in making 
prol)a.ratioDs for a festinll which will commence to· 
morrow, and be continued till the evening of the next 
day. ]~,'el'y ono here, who posscsses the means, is 
obliged to slaughter cithel' a bullock or sheep on the 
nnnh'onmry of tbis dny; and those who may not 
ha\'o money sufficient to procure 0. whole bullock 01' 

sheel), nro compelled to purcllase a. portion of the 
lutter, nt least. for the purpose of showing proper 
l'espect nnd rcycrence fol' the ., Bebun Salah." The 
MohalUmedo.n mnllams, on this occasion, make a 
prootico of !:>Inughtering the sbeep which may have 
beon tlH.'ir companion in their peregrinations during 
~hc pl\~t yeltr , lutd as soon as the holidays nre oyer, 
they procure uuothcr to supply its place, and, at the 
return of the festival, to tmdcrgo n similar fate. The 
cOOlpnTly of one of these animals is preferred by the 
natiyes to that of n dog. 

At 8un\'i~c to-morrow, nil the Mussulmen in Kiama, 
with t.he king nt their hend, will rep!l.ir to a eom·e­
nicut Sl)ot, about a mile on the road to \Yowow. for 
tho purposo of publicly performing their devotions. 
Presently after returning from thence. horse·racing 
nnd other sports will be indulged in by nil classes of 
the iuhnbitnnts, who arc already filled with joy nt the 
bare anticipation of thc w,'ersions. 

A compa.ny of eight or ten dnnnmers nwokc us thi~ 
Norum!!, by the dismal noise of thcir drwus. and by 
tb(' cxdt\matiou of .. TUral£G all~.zhie /" signif);ng, 
" Whh(' mell! wo wish you fortune! II wbich was 
t('pen-led in a high, shrill t~nc o\'ery minute. 

La~t night Ki:im:.\ wns visited by a thunder-storm. 
wbi('h continued with dreadful violence for many 
hO\U'8: and tho torrents of rain which fell threatoned 

:-.-2 
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to overwhelm us in our hut. Before we were aware 
of it, the wnter had rushed in at the door, Ilnd had 
completely soaked out mats nod bed-clot.bes, setting 
every light article in the room afloat. After. much 
trouble, we succeeded in draining it off, and prevent... 
iug its furtoher ingress, when we lit a large fire in the 
centre of the hut, and laid ourselves down by the side 
of it to sleep. It also rained heavily again this morn­
ing; and, to all appearances, the wet season has llot 
lengt.h fairly set in. If this be the case, it will be 
next t.o impossible to travel much fan·her ; and if we 
be fortunate enough to reach Yuoorie, we shall be 
obliged to remain there some time till the roads shall 
have become sufficiently hard and dry for our future 
progress. 'Va have ouly to hope that the rains may 
not be so incessant at their commencement, as to 
render the path to Yaoorie impassable. 

W ednesday, J wUJ 2nd'.-The threatening appear­
anCe of ehe weather prevented the Mohammedans from 
repail'ing to the spot which they had selected for t.be 
purposes of de\"otion, so early in the morning as they 
could have wished j but the clouds having dispersed. 
thoy had all assembled there between the hours of 
nine and ten. The worshippers arranged themseh-es 
in six lines or row'S, the women fonning the la-st, a nd 
sat down on as many ridges of earth, whicb bad 
appo.l'elltly been thl'ow'n up for the pm·pos!'A. The chief 
maUum no sooner began a prayer. than the toJ.king 
and noise of the multitude iUllUediately ceased. and 
the deepest attention seemed to be paid by everyone, 
though the subst.unce of what he said could only be 
guessed at, because it was in A.rabic, which none of 
them understand. 'I'he ceremony much l'esemhlcd 
that which Wfl..S performed at Badag ry ; and the forms 
which are generally prnct,ised, I bclicye, on all l)ublio 
religious meetings in Mohamn\edan countries, such 
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M nblu tion, pl'ostratioD, l'tc., were absented on this 
occn.siou. The king, howe\'er, did Dot rise, as he 
ahowel ha\'o dOlle, when t.he worshippers stood up, but 
satisfied himself by uttering the name of Alla, and 
by s.i.mple prostration only. \-, 'ben the usual form of 
pmyW" hOod been gone through, the head mallam placed 
lllDlaolf on a hillock, and f9r about five minutes read' 
to ~ho PCOIJlo a. fow loose pages of t.he Koran, 'which 
he holel io his haod. While thus engaged, two priests 
of inforior order knelt beside him to hold the hem of 
his tobe, and 1\ third, in the same position, held the 
skit·ts fl'om beh.ind. After he had finished reading, 
tho pric!it dO!:lc('udcu from the hillock, and, with the 
h('lp of his a~sistD.nts, slaughtered a. sheep which bad 
bCQU bOlU\d t\nu brought to him for sacrifice. The 
bloou of tho o.nimal WIlS caught in a calabash; a.nd 
tho )Jug nml the more deNted of his subjects washed 
the.if hands in it, (Uld sprinkled some of it on the 
ground. This conclusiou of the ceremony "·a5 
onnolUloed by the dischltrge of u, few old rnusket-s; 
and with drums beating and fifes playing, the people 
rcturued to their respective homes. Most of them 
woro Slllartly dressed in aU the finery they could l}ro~ 
cure. About a hml.d.l'cd of the meD rode Oil horseback, 
with Ii\UCCS and othor weapons in their hands, which, 
with the gny trnppings of their horses, gave them a 
l'('spcctablo o.pIJearancc. 

In the afternoon, nil the inhabi.tants of the town, 
Ilnd mall.\' from the little \'ilIng-es in its neighbourhood, 
n~s('mbled to witness the horse~racing, which takes 
plnc~ alwu,rs on the a.uniyersary of the ('Bebun Salah," 
at\ ~l to 'which ('yery onc had been looking forward 
with impiloticilce. Prcrions to its comrocncement. 
the king. with his principal attendants, rode slowly 
round th~ town, more for the purrose of recciying the 
admimtioll and pla.udits of his pCQple tha.n to observe. 
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where distress more pn.rticularly prevailed, which was 
his avowed intention. A hint from the chief induced 
us to attend the course with ow' pistols, to salute him 
ll~ he rode by; and as we felt a strong inclination to 
'iVltuess the amusements of tbe day, we were there 
rather sooner than was necessary, which afforded us~ 
however, n. fairer opportlmity of observing the various 
groups of people which were flocking to the scene of 
amusement. 

The race-course was bounded on the north by low 
granite hills j on the south by a forest; and on the 
east and west by t.all shady trees, among which werc 
habitations of the people. Under the shadow of 
these magnificen~ trees t,he spectators were ~semblea. 
and testified tbeir happiness by their noisy mirth 
and anirua.ted gestures. When we arriYed, the king 
had uot made his allpearnnce on tbe course j but his 
absence was fully compensated by thc pleasure- we 
derived from wntching the anxious and animated 
countenances of the multitude, and in passing our 
opinions on the taste of t,ho women in the choice 
Mtd adjustment of t,heir fanciful and many-coloured 
dresses. The chief's wives and younger children 
ant near us in 11 group by themselyes; and were 
distinguished fl'Om their companions by their superuor 
dress. Manchester cloths of inferior quality, but of 
the most showy patterns, and dresses made of 
common English bed-furniture. were fastened round 
the waist of Seyeril.l sooty maidens, who, for the 
sake of fluttering n short hour in the gaze of their 
couutrymen, had sacrificed in olothes the cumings of 
(I twelvemonth's labour. All the women had orna­
mented their necks with strings of beads, and t,heir 
wrists with bracelets of various patterns, some mado 
of glass beads, some of bruss, ot.hers of copper j and 
somci again of a mixture of both met.als: t·heir ancles 
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8\SO wore adorned with different sorts of rings, of neat 
workmanship. 

T he distant sound of drums gnve notice of the 
king's ~Pl)roo.chJ and ew~ry eye was immediately 
dirCflted to tho quarter from whence he was e).-pected. 
Tho cavaloade shortly appeared, and four horsemen 
tirst dt'oW up in front of the chief's house, which 
wu.s ncar the centre of thl) course, and close to the 
IIpot whore his wives and_children and ourselves were 
sitting, Several men bearing on their heads an 
immense quantity of arrows ill huge quivers of 
Jeopard's skin came next, followed by two, persollS 
who, by their extraordinary antics and gcst,nres, we 
concluded to bl) buffoons. These two last were 
cmploj'ed in throwing st.icks into the nir o.s they 
weut on, ilnd adroitly catching them in falling, 
besides pcrforuling many whimsical and ridiculous 
feat:'!. llobiuu theso, a.nd immediately preceding the 
king. 1\ group of littlo boys, nearly naked, came 
dancing morril y nJong. flomishiog cows' t.ails oyer 
tholr heads in all directions. Tho king rode onwards. 
folio,,'ed by n number of fino~looking mon, on hand~ 
SOUle steeds; and the motley cn valcnde all drew up 
in front of his hol.1Bo, where they awaited his further 
orders without disQlounting, 1'his wo thought was the 
prop('r time to giyo the :first sal~te, so we accordingly 
:fired three rounds; and our exnmple was immediately 
followed by two soldiers, with muskets which were 
mndo at least 0. century a.nd a half ago. 

Prepara.tions in the mean time had boen going on 
for thc mco, und tho horsea ,\;th theu., riders made 
thelr appcnmuCQ. The men were dress(..>d in caps 
and loose tobes nnd trousers of evcrr colour; boots 
of TC'd morOcco leailier, Ilnd tW'buns of whi.te and blue 
cotolou. Tho horses ware gaily co.parisoned i striDgs 
(1f littlo bra~ bells cO\'cred their heads i their breasts 
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were ornamented with bright red cloth and tassels 
of silk and cotton j a large quilted pad of neat 
embroidered patchwork was placed under t.he saddle 
of each; and little charms, inclosed in red !lod 
yellow cloth, were attached to the bridle mth bits 
of tinsel. The Arab saddle nnd stirrup were in 
common use; and the whole groop presented Illl 

imposing appearance. 
The signal for st.arting was made, and the iru· 

patient animals sprang forward and set off at 0. full 
gallop. The riders brandished their spears, the little 
boys flourished their cows' tails, the buffoons per· 
formed their antics, muskets were discharged, and 
the chief himself, mounted on the finest horse on the 
ground, watched the progress of the ru.ee, while tenrs 
of delight were starting from his eyes. The sun 
shone gloriously on the tobes of green, ,,-hite, yellow, 
blue, and crimson, &.s they :fluttered in the breeze j 

and with the fanciful MPS, the glittering spears, t.he 
jingling of the horses ' bells, the animated looks cmd 
warlike bearing of their riders, presented one of the 
most extraordinar.r and pleasing sights that we haye 
ever witnessed. The ra.ee'\vas well contested, ilnd ter· 
minated only by the horses beiug fntigued and out of 
breath; but though every one was emulons t.o oufsr,rip 
his companion, honour and fame WCre the only TOward 
of the cow}lctiwrs. 

A few nnked boys, on ponies without saddles, t.hen 
rode over the course, after which the second nnd last 
heat commenced. This was not by any means so 
good as the first, owing to the grentor anxiety which 
the horsemen evi.nced to display their skin in tho use 
of the spenr and t.h~ management of their animnls. 
Tho king maintained his seat on horseba.ck during 
these amusements, WitJlOut O\'on once dismO\Ulting 
to converse with his :wives and children, who wero 
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",irling on the ground on cnell f\ ido of him. TIis dress 
WI\!'I showy mlh(\r thun ri ch, consisting of a red cap, 
('lI\olopctl in the largo folds of n while muilin turbnn i 
two utHl~r-tobl's of blue nnd scarlet cloth, and an 
outer OtH.' of white muslin; red Lrouscrs, and boots of 
8£'nI'1,t I\IHI yollow Ienther. ilis horse seemed dis­
tre"!"!'u by tile weight of his rider, and tho ya.rious 
(,"l(\IIlllnt~ nnll tl'nppings with which his hend, brenst, 
nud body were hedecked. '1'he chief's eldest nod 
Y1mngcst sonH were 1\00.1' his women. o.u(l other chil­
dron, IllQuntl'll 00 two noble-looking horses. The 
dd('st of these yOlltht' was about ele"en years of age. 
The yOUIII-'{OHt being not more tho.n th.l'ee, was held 
on tIll' \Jilek of hiH nn.lmnl by 0. mlllo attondo.nt, as he 
''1\:-. ul\I\bh' to' ait upri~ht in tho saddle wi.thout tbis 
M~i stanc('. 'l'ho .... hild s dl'c~'1 wus ill suited to his 
age. Ho wore on hi s hend l\ ti~ht en.p of Manchester 
cottou, hut it ovcrhung' tho upper purl of his fllce, 
IIIlII togdh(ll' with its ond~, which Happed oyer ench 
('h('C'k, hill uenrly the whole of h.is countenance from 
vicw : hill. tobe ~nd lrOUl'lcr8 woro made exactly in tho 
~am(l fl\~hion Il~ tho!le of n mnn, and two hrrgc belts 
of hlu(' eoLtoD, which cro~cd eneh other, confined tho 
tohe to his bo..ty, 1J..1ho little legs of the child were 
8wtillowC'..t up in ohunflY ydlow boots, big onough for 
hi i fnther: u.ud tholl~h he wos rather pretty, his 
whilll~icl\l dre~~ gn.\c him n.ltogcther so odd an ap­
rellr(\nC~~, that he might hnve been token for anything 
but whal h(\ r('oliy \\"I\S. A fl'W of tho women on tbe 
~r(lund by the s"idl' of the king wore large white 
dl'\~~"'cs, \\ hid\ 00'('1'('(\ thoir persons like 0. wind.U\g­
llhcet. Young' il'gins, according to custom, appeared 
ill n IItMl' of n\l{lity ; Uluny of them bad wild Howers 
Rtlwk hl'hind thdr COl'S, IllHt strings of bendB. &0" 
rllunl! tlwil' lOIn!! ; but wt\l\t of clothing did not BcrID 
10 ,1nmp thcir ph'l\~ul'e in tho 13otorttunment. for they 
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a.ppeared to enter into it with as much zest as any of 
their com:g.anions. Of t.he different coloured t.obes 
worn by t.he Olen, none looked so well as those of a 
deep crimson colour on some of the horsemen j but 
the clean white lobes of the Mohammedan priests, of 
whom not less than a hundred were present on the 
occasion, were extremely neat and becoming. The 
sport terminated without the slightest accident, and 
the king 's dismounting was a signal for the people to 
disperse. 

Vt e then paid our respect-s to the chief a-s usual, 
but our reception was formal and chilling, though 
nothing couhl have been more gratifying to him than 
O\lr attendance on the present occasion. We had 
half a mind to be vexed at .this mortifying repulse, 
but consoled ourMlves W'it.h the reflection that we had 
no r ight to oxpect anything more than common 
co.urtesy and politeness. Besides this, he waS sur· 
rounded by the loveliest of his women and the-most 
warlike of his subjects ; and being a rigid i\fohamme· 
dan when it suits his convenience, he might ha.ve 
co.nsidercd us n·s the enemies of his religion. To have 
shown, therefore, too grent familio.rity with us in the 
sight of his people, would, perhnps, haye been utibc. 
coming the dignity of t.he chief of Ki.'ma. 

We have hero endeavoured, to the best of our 
ability, to describe an JVricnn horse·ro.ce; but. it. is 
impossible to conyey a correct idea of the singular 
and fnntastic nppenrnnce of the nuruerous groups of 
people that. IDet OU1" view on nU sides, or to describe 
their animation and delight,-the martial equipment 
of the soldiers aDd their noble steeds, nnd tho wild , 
romantio, aud onwpowering interest of the whole 
mass. Sinn-jng nnd dancing have been kel)t np all 
night, nnd tho reyellers will not think of retiring to 
rest till morning. 
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Tlwrsda.tl. Jl!lne 3rd.-Our hostess is a poor, but 
kind, pleasant, and comfortable-looking widow, rather 
gtrickeu in years. To be sincerely grateful for favours 
receiyed is not in the disposition of her country­
ll(X)pic generally; yot this poor woman bas given us 
all affecting instance of this yirtue, nlthough our 
presents to her wero so poor and trilling, that we were 
o.lmost ashamed to offer them. This little specimen 
ot' gonuine gratitnde repays ns for hundreds of sour 
looks and discontentod cOWltcnances, which of late 
we hllxc been compelled to witne~s. 

U()hind our but gl'ows a taU aud beautiful tree, on 
the branches and shoot.s of which reside a whole 
cenunonwcnlth of spaITows, in their ingenious pen­
dont n{'st~. Tho constant noise of these little crea­
t\lrc~, and the t\\;ttoring of swallows, which rema.in 
ht'ro all tho yrar round. form our usual morning's 
(lutcrtainml'nt. Thil' sparrow is a "cry handsome 
bird, 11ml belongs to a species which, at Sierra Leone 
and other l)loces, is called the .. rice-bird." \Vc are 
0,150 favou.red by tho visits of turtle-doves and wooo­
pigeons. A fc,\' days o,go, one of the lotteI'. tnlsting 
too lUuch to the forbel\rl\nce of our l)coplc, ventured 
into Olle of their huts, and was thero taken and de­
stroyed. The disconsolato mate witnessed the act; 
he has been lingering about our habitations oyer 
siuce, onll is wosting himself awo,y in mOUJ'ning the 
lo::\s of his companion. Ilis fidolity has cn.lled forth 
our sympothy, and we do not suffer him to be mo­
Lost(ld. 

LizarM. in great number and variety. infest the 
wa.l.b and roofs of om' huts. runong which is oue of a 
black sp<'cit.'s. whoso bite is considered fn.ta!. * This 
n.'I)tilc il:' Yer)" rare, and is dreaded by every oue. not 

• It i~ u~m\-d Q3 \luiu\l'l by tbe u"ti"t'~ Ilt th(' it-till ill England, 
or I\\~ tarorlW/u ill I t:1~YJ \'\"llich it abo:l. kind ofH~rd. 
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on account of the ' V"cnomous properties which are 
ascribed to it, so much as from the belief that the 
person who sees one, and suffers it to escape him, 
will soon after experience Borne heavy calamity. ~he 
Datives also believe tho. t if a black lizard be destroyed 
as soon as it is found, fifes arc played and drums beat 
in the c:Iestiol regions, where there is great rejoicing 
at tlle circumstance j and that good fortune is sure to 
be the reward of the person who may rid the world 
of such a nuisance. We obser'i'ed a lizard yesterday 
with two tails, which phenomenon, we are told, is not 
unCOlllDlOD here. Ot.her lizards, of every species and 
colour, a:rc numerous. 

As tbis is a holiday at Kiama, it has been spent by 
it.s inhabitants in visiting ea.ch other, in walking up 
and down the public places to display their fineny, 
or in singing, dancing, and musical parties. Lit,de 
boys aud young men have been on their knees pray­
ing for us to.day i and as they were not. impertinent, 
but, on the contrary. evinced gentleness t1ud mo­
desty in their demeanour, we would not suffer. them 
to .leave us without rewarding each ",it,h a darning­
needle. 

Wo have been detained in Kiama thus long by 
reason, it is alleged .. of the holidays; and as to:mor­
row will be the Mohllmmednn Snbbat.h, we shall not 
be able to procure carriers till the following morning. 
We e),."Pected, naturally enough, t,hat plenty of good 
Jlrovendel', and a fow da.ys· rest, would recruit the 
strength of our horses; but, UDfortuuntely~ t\ con­
trary effect has been produced. My brother's, morc 
espeoially, has fallen away to 0.. perfect skeleton: , cer· 
tainly. with the exception of R()$inante, no horse, 
either in ancient 01' modern times, over presented a 
spectacle more piteous und woe-begone i it is quite 
painful even to look n·t his flesblcss carcase. 
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Frida!!. J une 4th .-Perhnps no two people in the 
uuh'orse, residing so near each other, differ morc 
widely in their habits nnd customs, a,ud even in their 
Dll.turOS, tban the natives of Yarriba and Borgoo. 
Tho formcr tue perpotunlly engaged in trnding with 
oneh other from town to town; the latter never quit 
their towns except in case of war. or when engaged 
in predn.tol'Y excnrsions: the fonner nro pusi1l3lni­
lUOllS and cowardly; the latter are bold and courage­
ous, full of spirit and energy, and noyer seem ha.ppier 
than when engaged in runrtinJ oxorcises j the former 
ure generally mild, unassuming, humble, and honest. 
but cold and passionless; the la.tter arc proud and 
haughty-too rain to be chil, and too shrewd to be 
honO!~t; yet they appear to understand somewhat 
of the nature of loye nnd the sociDl afi'ectioUB, are 
wann in their attac1Ullcnts, Ilnd keen in their resent­
llients. 

The king ,-.jaited us at our hut this morning, 
attended by three or four of his younger wives. The 
object of his coming was to gct something from u.s j 

therefor" ,ye considol'~d it no complinient. 
Yal'ro haa seen all tho articles which we have 

ginm to his peoplc-a eustom which prevails here 
us wc.U o.s i.n larribu, ; but, unlike tho mcwnrch of 
tho. t country, he hos cOllverted to his own use those 
among thom with which he wus best pleased. Even 
hia brother, who is 0. vcr~t good young Ul3..U, and who 
accompall.icJ \IS from Kee~heo as messenger, has 
suffored frOUl his soHishncss, husing been deprived 
of half tho few Hungs we had given him. for his 
scp"'~es. 

1'h" king's clllcst son is go'\'"ornor of 0. to,,-u through 
w hieh W~ l:lhaU htl.'"o to pass ou our way to Booss.\, 
nnll it is ogre('d that he sholl nccompAuy us to that 
ci ty. It is customnry to give tho ruossouger5 no 
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present proportionate to t.he services they may hare 
rendered us; and in the course of conversation this 
morning with tho king, he wished to see the present 
it wn-s our intention to qfi:Cl' his son. This was pre. 
sently shown him, and he took from it the only 
piece of cloth which it contained, and which we nre 
unable to replace. ne then begged a little medicine 
for weak eyes; nnd my brother presented him witli 
a quantity of . .Epsom so,lts, and a sman syringe. The 
king inunediately began trying experiments on the 
jnstfument by spirting water into the faces of his 
wiycs, w'ho did not appear to ot~oy the diversion so 
well as himself. Afeer a long, but uninteresting 
conversation, Ya1'ro took his leave, followed by hls 
women, and it i.s not likely that we shall see him 
again till the time of our departure to-morrow 
moruing. 

I havo given him my fowling-piece !lnd 11 pistol, 
having promised him this _prosent when I left, if I 
should liYe to return 'to Kiallllt; the king has also 
had sorue of our best new gilt buttons. 

In the evelling, a vcry old and l'cspect.abJe FalJ'ttah, 
the chief of a vWage at n short (list.ance from Kiama, 
CllIDO to soc us with several of IDS people. This sin­
gular race :\1'0 dispersed all over the Borgoo territ.ories, 
where they have I'csided from timeimmemoriul. They 
are generally styled Fouatnie~' but although this 
word is evidently deriyed from Foulah, and alt.hough 
thoy spenk the same 1rmguage and fono,,~ the same 
pursuits as the Foulahs Ileal' Sierra Leone, w-ho UTC 

supposed to be the white Et.hiopinus of Ptolemy and 
Pliny, yet ilie,)' have not the slightest idea of their. 
orimu, nor of the period when their anccstors first 
em'fgra.ted from t,heir native In,nd. The Fau\t.ahs iu 
Borgoo mo.iutuin no intercourse whatever with t.heir­
count.rymen in H!mssa j and in order to pl'E>Ycnt lQis-
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('hil'f nnd di sturbances from taking place, none of them 
nrl' p('rmitted, on nny consideration, to wear 0 sword, 
ur el~rry about his persoll ony offensive weapon. 

A row yea.rs ngo, there stood n village not many 
mii(,q from Ki.liuo, which was inhabited solely by 
emigrnllts from NoufEe; but it is Mid to have been 
hl'&ol)' pluudered and destroyed by Yarro's subjects, 
who nnst broko faith with the unfortunate people, and 
nftorwrmls made them shwes. 

'rll(, menu stnte of the thermometer of Fahrenheit 
hll~ been 84 j the extremes 75 and 94 in OUI hut. 

CIUPTER Yll. 
[)0!'llltnro from Kidmn-NnuV"c Grntitudc-ViIlngc of Ktlhfongi 

_l'oinltvo Dnnce-J uho Lander tnken ill_De!erted Route­
CloH tll(' Hivcr Oly-Story of tho Fali\tab_Eu,,,mpmeut_ 
1'<>rn.1U(l-Il1UI.'U of Juhn .Lnndcr-.Mc~~cngcn from Coobly 
with nui'lancc--Arrh'l1.l. in tbat town-Rlccption-Prt'H'uta 
rrolll UtlM'Il- ,i\l ouut Cornw~II-Rcco"nr of John I..:inut't'-­
LcaH~ Coobly-Huins- Town of Za.lcC-:Arrin,l at Dooua­
R(,~l'pUOD . 

R(rltm{orl, J une 5th.-Tn.E adieu of an African 
rrince i~ the most unceremonious piece of business in 
th(, wl)rlll: whnto\-er expressions may be used, little 
fegrN is fl.'It. Such at least is our opinion, from the 
l'oolnl'~~ \I-e luwc almost invAriably experienced in 
rnrtiu~ from the principal }leopic of the towns ond 
\"illtl~es through which we have po.s..<::;ed. ,Yc werc 

hl)l'Schl1C'k between scnm and eight o'clock this 
~orning. having prenou:;}y raid ~ur late visit to the 
kIU~, :\U\1 h\keu our fUf\'weU of ll1ID ; Bnd proceeded 
in goo<l hcnlth !lUll spirits through the northern gate­
wily of t1\(' l'ity, towards a town called j;:akafungi, 
followcll bJ (\ uUlllbcr of tho low('r ch\ss of people, 
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who sneered at my hi'other's horsemanship as he rode 
by, and diverted therusehres by laughing heartily at 
the sorry n.ppeOorance of his poor beast, 

W·e had travelled Gbout half a mile from the wnll 
of Kiama, when, looking behind us, we observed a. 
great fat womau running ufter us at her full speed. 
She soon o\'crtook us, almost breathless with the 
excrtion. 'Ve then found that the object of her care 
was to present US with a bowl of ncw milk, whieb 
she had neglected to- bring in time for us to drink 
before we set out. From the violence of her exer­
tions, ller whole person wns thrown into the utmost 
disorder imaginable. This woman is n favourite 
singer to the king, and had supplied us with milk 
and provisions two or three days before our departure, 
for which we gOon her a few trifling articles in pay­
ment j these, it appears, had produced so sensible an 
efrcct on her, that, when taking le:1\'c of us last 
e\'eniug, she began to shed tears, and sobbed aloud . 

. 'l'his was now renewed, nnd we were obliged to spur 
on our horses to spare ow' feelings. We were after­
wards told, that the woman's sorrow was only feigned 
in our presence for the pUl'pose of obtaining a reward, 
and that she has always an nbundance of tears at 
comma.nd. 

'1' hree or four F allHah villages lay t·o the right and 
left of our pttth, ouo of which is of some extent; but 
we did not see a single inhabitant belonging to either 
of them. The greater part of the road lay through 
a. th ickly-wooded forest, by the side of n. vcry gentle 
range of bills; nnd, o:.;cel)tiug a fine ph\Uto..tion of 
yams, which we pn.ssed out.side the walls of lliamn, 
nnel which belongs t.o Y nn'O, we clid not. see a foot of 
cult.ivated grouml dUl'ing tbe whole journey. ,Ve 
nrrived Ilt J(akafimgi, the holting-placo, shortly niter 
ten o'clock i.u the llloruing. This town is dist.ant 
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from K iarna about nine or ten miles j vet if an 
opinion mny be formed from the nature o( the path, 
\\ hil:h is uncommonly narrow, and almost hidden with 
n\ltk gl'tlSS, the intercourse between the two places is 
Y(lI')' little. Kl\Jkafungi is n straggling, but extensive 
anti populous town, and is delightfully situated on an 
cr<'o picce of ground. The inhabitants are so clean 
antI won~beha"eJ. , and their dwellings so neat and 
cOOlfortt\ble, that before we bod spoken many words 
to ouc of them, we were prepossessed in favour of 
uU. Nor was this opinion in any degree lessened, 
when, after we bad been introduced into a com­
modiout:! nnd excelient hut, we recei"ed the congratu­
hHioD~ of the principttl people. TheJ came to ns in 
t\ bod.,·. foUowcd by boys and girls carrying a present 
of two kids, with milk u.uu I)n abundance of pounded 
cl1l'n. mill bave remained with us the greater pnrt of 
till' tiny. 

Ll.lt~, in the c'-cll..ing, ,,-hen ow' llcoplc were nsleep. 
thl' !::lOUUU of ~ingiug tempted my brother to go out 
nloue, nud he soon uiscoyercd a little group of 
thoughtless, happy creaturcs, arousing theruseh"cs by 
dancing in the moonlight to the sonnd of n large 
drum. lIe dc~cribed their lhmce tlS being "ery dif­
ferent from that IJmctised in Yaniba; their motions 
hcing ~metimes swift and ,·ioleut, and sometimes slow 
lHlIl grnceful j their gcstw'cs exprcssh-e of mild delight 
mtht-r thau ,"chement pa<l.siou, and reml\rknble for 
propriety. The," nppcnl"cd to be singing something 
w r,r l'olllic ill recit{ttin~. and kept time by clapping 
their ht\nUs. }[y brother's intrusion was of no impOl·t~ 
anco to them. for the party still kept up thcir dance 
1\ ith a~ much 811irit and goatl hulUow' t\S before. In 
rt'turniu~ homewards h(' lUis~ed hiswtlY, and wandered 
(lmon~ ~c\"ernl d~scrtod, cmpty huts' nnd yards, and 
other" gtlal"lk'u by dogs. before ho iliscoV"ercd the 

' ·OL, 1. 0 
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right, his total ignorance of the Borgoo language 
disqunlifying him from asking questions of tbe 
iuhnbitt\uts. 

Sunday. June 6tlt.-I found my brother in a high 
fever this moming, and so ill that he was obliged to 
lie on. his mat till the carriers were rendy to depart. 
In consequence of the length of the journey from 
Kaknfungi to BoosM, and there being no towu or 
village Oll the road beyond a few miles' ride from 
hence, the carriers were employed till t.he afternoon 
In obtaining provisions sufficient for three or four days' 
consumption. A crowd of people assembled round our 
hut to take leave of us, by whom we were _ loudly 
cheered. :My brother was so ill that he could not 
mount his horse w-ithout assistance. 

We quitted Kakafungi about two P.M., by a path 
which lay in a northerly direction, through n perfect 
wilderness, some part of which was more stony and 
barren thnn anything we remember to have seen. 
The foot-marks oj various wild animals apl)eal'C(l to 
be freshly imprinted in the l)ath; but we obsen'ed 
only a very few antelopes. which would not sufter us 
to come ncur them, but scaml)cl'ed awny the moment 
they saw us. The few stunted trees thot we foullel, 
afforded \\s n. very indifforent shelter from the heat of 
tho sun, which was almost iusuffernble; ~m(l this. 
witb tl.io length of the jomney au(l t.he speed with 
which wo wero obligeel to tra"el, greatly increased 
my bl'other 's fever. He was occasionally obliged to 
dismount and lie down on the ground for relief, being 

• lifted ofr and replaced on his horso by our atteudants. 
'Ve saw tho Slill set behind somo magnificent olouds, 
whilst wo ht\<1 yet (l, gl'eat way to go; and the narrow 
footpath whioh was here overgrowll wit.h bushes nnd 
rank grllss, Wt\S hardly discerniblo by the light of tho 
moon. In the nfternoon nll hnd beeu silent ill. the 
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forest: but ill the evening the jackal, the hyronn, itnd 
the baboon, had forsilken their retreats, nnd mingled 
their diswal howl with the sprightly chirping of in­
numerable insects. 

My brothel' and I were far behind the rest of the 
pOorty, because he had been unl'l,ble to keep pace ,,;tlt 
them; and we discharged n. pistol o"ery now and 
tb('n IlS n. signal to the carriers of our approach. As 
OI\('h NpOl't echoed through the forest, it WI\S answered 
by thc iucroo.sed howling of wild animals, t ill at length 
Wl' gladly sow the gleam of a large fire, and arrived 
at the encampment which hlld been prep'lt'cd for 
U'iI. Here we took possession for the night of il. few 
d(\~(,I·t('u hnts, which were falling to decay. .A 
quantity of broken cnrthenwlll'e pots, calabashes, 
(~('., wcre lying about, imlicatiug that these abodes 
ht\l1 1>c('n OCt'lIpi('d Ilt no "cry distuut period; and ou 
the trees whil'h gl'Cw Dcm' them, we discovered !!enral 
immcn~t~ butl'nlo'-horus, ll.lld those of a "cry large kind 
of :lntdo})c. 

1.'hc riY~r Oig, which is said to toke its rise in 
AshlUttee, is at a short distance to the nortbwaru of 
our encampment, It appeal'S, that not long ago this 
pl~th Wl\g much frequented by merchants from the 
interior, tnHling to the westward, in order to a\'oid 
paying the accustomed duty on the ,\Yowow road. 
But the chief of th:l.t state thrcatening to punish 
them if they dill not pass through his city. their own 
inton.'st inuu.:cd them to conform to his wishes. and 
from that time, the route through this forest hus been 
entit'dy dc'serted, and the pOOl' fen.fmeu, who formerly 
inht\llited thew huts, were thus compelled to seck 0. 

li"dihOOtI elsewhere, 
~lJ\JljdMI. Jlme ( th.-Thc rest which my brother 

hnd obtl\ined durin~ tho night see1lled to ha~-c rC\,lyed 
him, uuu he urpcarcd in bctt..:or spirit::;, with an "hate-

0:] 
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ment of fOl'er, this morni ng. At eight A. M., nfter 
bathing, we crossed tho DIg in 11 canoe, which we 
fOlUld tied to a tree. 'I'his pretty little river was 
bero n.bout forty paces in breadth, and about soven or 
eight feet deep in the middlo, but grndunlly shallow. 
ing to each bank. It "'inded very romanticall'y 
through the overhanging woods; and its current wns 
so Shlggish. nod its sUlface so smooth, thnt it wus 
for some timo doubtful which way it ran. In the 
forenoon we passed neur a spot where, our guide~ 
informed us, a party of Fitlatnhs a ShOl't time ago 
had murdered twenty of t,beil' slaves, becnuse they 
bad not food sufficient for their support. These 
SI'lmc Fnltltnhs nrc nb'cady spoken of as baying taken 
possession of a Y £ll'l'ibn town on t,he bordol'S of the 
river 'Moussa. They had been despatched by Bello 
from Soccatoo to collect the accusliomed tribute from 
tl\e towns of IU.koh and Alorie (iu Yarl'iba); but it 
is said that the inhabit-ants of the hitter town shut. 
their gutos n.gUillst thew, and dccltwed themseh'es 
iuclepeuclcnt of the Fl\l;\tahs. On the l'etm'n of the 
disfl,ppointed vnrty through Borgoo, the king of 
Kiamn forbade ilOY of his people from selling them 
provisions, and they were consequently obliged to find 
their way through this long and drcary. wilderness 
without food, 'Ve remarked a gl'eo.t many holes 
whioh had beeu dug by these unfortunate IDen in the 
hope of finding a kind· of wild yam, that abounds in 
the forest, beside~ the remains of fires whic.h they 
had kindled to dross tlus scauty fare. No doubt they 
had been reduced to 0. dreadful extremity beforo they 
could kill their shwes j and pcrhn.ps the uumbor of 
victims Iu\s been greatly exaggerated; for t,he nati,'csJ 

their enemies. afO fond of uUl)ressing strangers with 
tho most unfrwoul'l\blo ideo. of theu' oharacters amI 
dispositious, so thtlt their stodes are to be received 
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with caution. ,re observed the skeleton of one of the 
-I1[\\"os by the w[\y.sicle, 

Ahol' a long nnd tiresome jom'ney nuder a burning 
~\ln, we pitched om.tont in the evening near a small 
... trt"i\Ul. My brother wns very ill, bis fever baying 
l"t.'turned with increased vi.olence; but he took no 
ullu;H' medicine than a common soda powder, as I 
W(lS fctwful of om progress being retarded. A storm 
gathered over am hends a few minutes after the tent 
ha.d been fixed, and presently burst with terrific 
,·julenet'. \Vhile it lasted we were occupied with the 
thuughts of om forlorn condition. The deafening 
I\oi~c (If the thunder. as it. echoed among the bills, 
Ih(' o\"('l"powering glare of the lightning, the tonents 
of rain. rmd tho yiolonce of the wind, were truly 
t\wful. The whole of QUI' pnrty, amountiug to twent.y, 
Wortl collected in tho tent for shelter from tbe storm. 
n1\ll. in spite of the watcr which ran through it, 
l'lllltri\'cd to sleep till morning. 

l'''I!~·da.tt. J,me 8tl,.- 'Vo WC1"(, obliged to lie in our 
wet dothes all night, rmel the effects of this were 
yisiblo Oll my brother this morning. I endet\.Youre\t 
in · yo.ln to rally him, but he was scarcely able to 
stand. 'rhe tcut was packed up in its wet. state, and 
thc coniers hastelled onwards as fast os they could, 
for thc provisions were consUUled, and we were 
111\\io\l8 to get to OUI' journey's end without delay. 
1'his proceeds from Pascoe's negligence in haying 
nhtnin(Xl only pro"islons cnough for ouc day instead of 
thl"l'\'. My brothel' nnd I lingered bchiud with oM 
fi\!\CM nnd twother of Ollr men, and proceeded on at 
1\ vcry slow pace. for om horses were worn out with 
t{.tiguc, aud. illy brother's was quite lame. As we 
aIIYl\\\('('d he be-camc worse, till at length he was com· 
pll'tely O,'Cl'Comc, n.ud. to pl"cn~nt f:\lling otf his hol'~c. 
tlismouutccl, and hly do'rm, There WllS no tree ncar 
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us that would afford shelter from the sun; so, with the 
assistance of our people, I obtained some few bra.nches, 
and formed a sort of bower, our horses' pads nnswer4 
ing the purpose of a bed. The croaking of frogs 
indico.ted that water was llot far distant., and we soon 
procured some. During the rest of the day my 
brotller became worse, but the coolness of the mtening 
appeared to reviye him a little. Our medicine4 chest 
hnd been sent with t.he other thiugs ; I despatched 
Pascoe for it. but do not C:I;pect his return till 
to-morrow. In the mennt.ime I went into the wood, 
and . shot the only bird I ~aw. which was about the 
size of n sparrow. "iith thIs I returned, mad~ a. fire, 
and pr~ared a little soup in n half-pint cup. which 
we had rcserved for the purpose of getting water from 
the streams, instead of iL calabash. The soup was 
rather nnsavoury, from want of salt; nevertheless, 
it was of service to my brother: the flesh of the bird 
I divided between ~Jself and my man, as we were 
both wenk from wnut offood. We contrived to make 
;) more subsfnntial habitation for my brother in thC3 
evening, of some stout branches of trees, and thntched 
it with long grass; nnd lighted large fires round' it 
to keep awny the wild beasts. But neither of us 
could sleep, for, independent of his illness, we lfere 
attacked by myriads of mosquitoes aud buzzing 
flies. A prowling tiger was the only Siloynge animal 
tho.t aPl)ronchod ncar enough to be seen during the 
night. 

1'1'ednesda.1f, June 9th.-Notwithst.nnding his bad 
night's rest, my brother hnd little fever on hi.w this 
mOl'lling; in fnct, he found himself so much refreshed 
and strengthened, ns to be nble to go in search of 
our horses, which had strayed from us in the night. 
H ONing fouud them, we immediately mnde the IlCCCS4 

snry propo.ratious1 nnel proceeded on our j ourney; 
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nnd in nll hOllr's time we descried Pascoeappronching 
U8 w1th fi,'o men, who brought us corn Rlld milk. 
Imd little ca.kes made of pounded corn and boney. 
'1'he governor of Coohly, the town to which we were 
going, hRd also kindly sent us a. horse and a ham­
UlO<'k for my brother. The animal was to carry my 
bro[hor over some rinllets which we should have to 
crORS, whose banks were too steep and rugged for the 
hammock-men to perform tha.t sefyice. He thought 
himself strong enough to dispense with their assist­
ance altogether, but accepted the horse with thankful­
ness. 'Ye nll sct forwa.rd toget.her in good spirits abont 
half-past ten in the morning; nnd, with occasional 
halting for my brother to rest himself, we arrived ncar 
00011)" t:lhortly ,\iter SlUl!3Ct, without experiencing the 
(lxtrt1ordinnl'Y fatigue wo hacI n.nticipated. 

Outside the town is n va.st number of straggling 
FnlMah hamlc.ts, which are built on marshy ground. 
Our attention was attracted by n vast number of 
lire-flies. which wero SPOt·ting over a swamp, and. 
together with numerous little lights from the huts of 
tho FnlMnhs, had a very pleasing appearance. During 
the journey we crossed sevcral rh'ulets l and travelled 
oYor three or four hills. The soil on the latter is 
scauty and sterilo l but the "alleys appearcd fertile. 
The cxhulations fro~ decaying vegetable substances 
near Coobly were highly offensive j a.nd the air being 
likewise impregnated in many places with a strong 
odour. similar to that of musk, rendered it very 
disngroel\oble. 

lilWiug waited on the governor to thank him for 
his Il>ttention. we were detained but a few moments; 
t\UU without. hllxing seen him we rept\ired to a hut 
that wa:s assigned to us, where soon after my brother 
wus sdzed with a. return of the fever. more scyero 
than the forUl~r. 
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Tllursday, June lOtk-The gOVGI1l01' sent us a 
bowl of rice, one of milk, two co.lnbashes of butter, 
and a fine fat bullock. I was too anxiously and 
intently employed about my brother to make a return 
for his present, or to bestow my attention on any 
other mat.ter, and therefore promised to nsit him 
t04tlO1TOW. I administered ten gl'llins of calomel to 
my brothel", after which he fell into a kind of stupor 
and an insensibility to surrounding objects, which did 
not leave him till this afternoon, when bis reason 
returned. 'l'owards the evening be became worse, 
and I expected every moment was his last. During 
the few intervals he had from delh·jum he seemed 
to be awore of his danger, aud entered into amlDge· 
ments respecting his family concerns. At this 
moment my feelings were of too prunflll a natm'o to 
be described, 'rhe \lIthnppy fnte of my Jate master, 
Captain Glappel'toll. came forcibly to my mind. I 
had followed him into this conntry, where he perished; 
I hnd attended him in his pnrting moments; I hnd 
performed the lost mournful office for him which our 
llo..ture requires j and the thought that I should ha-,,'e 
to go tlu'ough t,he saUle sad ceremonies for my 
brothe.r overwhelmed lUe with grief. 

Friday. June Iltll.-Between eleven and hveh'c 
last night I l'ejoicc(l to 6nd that my brother's illness 
seemed to t.nke a favo\ll'ablc turu, nnd towards the 
morning he became tranquil and frce frolU pain .. 

'f wo messengers arrived from Booss.). lust mght, 
aod another 0]1 horseback this morning. wit,ll I\, quan· 
tity of onious as It prescnt from tho queen. They 
wero commandod by the k illg to await o\u· departlll"o 
from this town, and escort \IS to the city of BoossA, 
which is snid to be two dnys' journey from Ooobl)'. 
though we had bccn given to undcrstnnd it was no 
more than Q.. few hunch'ed yards. 
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Tho governor has been very imrortlluate in his 
dC!llro for my brother to sell him oue of his pistols j 

nnd i\S we Gl'e in wa.ut. of nothing so much as a horse, 
he- offered it in exchange for the one my brother 
rode on \Yednesday, TIe would rathol' have g iven 
\l~ a boy instead of the horse, bnt this did not satisfy 
U'" ilull at last he consented to part with the t\ruma.l, 
ou condition that SOUlC trifling art.icle should be given 
with the pi~tol, which was agreed to, ,\.net the bargain 
cooc"·luded. 

Saturday. JUlie 12th,-l[y brother's health is 
rn.pidly returning. An old woman applied to our 
lodgings to.dllY for medicine that woul,} produce her 
Illl entire now Mt of t\}cth; or. Stlid $ho, .. If I can 
onl~' ho supplied with two largo !l.ud strong oues, I 
shull be Mti8fied with them." The woman was 
ht.'l'ominq rather impertiuent, when I recommended 
her to prllcure two iron ones from t"\ blacksmith, which 
qo lUuch \lispl('fL::ieti hel', that she went t\way in a pet. 
The governor supplies \IS evo!'y day with o.b\Ulda.nce 
of milk and rice. 

Coo/)(IJ i~ situated ou the slope of a cone-shaped 
mOllntntu with t\ ycry broad base i and may bo plniply 
dis tiuguighcd to tho ',,"cstward at the dismoco of 
l\bo\1,l. thirty milos. Wo ha\'o ul\lUeu this mounta.in 
t\f\.er OUt' own county, J.l[ounl Comrcall. Tho towu 
i~ fortified hy a strong fence. umdc by driving 
~tukes firmly iuto tho ctlrth. nnd phlClUg them closely 
tug-other; but notwithstandiug this defenec, the 
FltlMah$ nttacked aud cntcl'('d it about four ycars 
n~o; since which period. it is said, the goyerno~' has 
been iu the habit of paying IHl annual tribute to 
Kiug Bello. The inhabito.uts grow quantities of rico 
and corn, though llOlle of tho latter is now to be 
(ltOC\U"L"'i.l at (\n~' price. o\\ping to tho treachery and 
mpullity of tho F u.lattilis, who, when they quittt'J. 
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tho tOWll, not only cllrried awtly all the corn thnt. 
was in storo, but tore up find destroyed all that was 
growing in tho fields. The people, therefore, are 
hut just recovering from the oAccts of this lllalicious 
nct. Above a thousand l~nlatnhs, it is conjectlU'ed, 
reside with tlle flocks nnd herds on the plains ncnr 
tho towu of Coobly; but they nrc vcry different in 
their IDftlmcl'S froUl their mllrnuding coulltr,ymon, nnd 
milintnio a fl·iendly intercom'se with their IlcighbmlTS. 

Su,nda.,7j, June 13th.-Lnst night we worc "isited 
by a thmldot'~stol'm, and tho raiu entered the roofs of 
our dwellings. nnd nenrly inundated us. My brot.ber's 
healt,h still continues to improve. Although this is. 
tho Sabbath, I was obliged to send Pascoe in the 
rooming to endeavour to shoot n GUIDen hen, because 
wo were unnblo to })l'ocm'e nny description of fowl 
fl'om the inhn,bihlnts, on rcligious considcl'ut,ions: tho 
old man sl)cedjl)' returned, hnving been successful; 
gl'cat uumbcl's of those birds "bounding in the £elds 
and woods nenr the town, 

1Ilonda,l/, June 14tll,-Tho gOYOl'llOl"S old wifo 
returued from 1300ssU this morning, whither she hnd 
gono in quest of throe fomal e shwes, who had fled 
fl'om -her about n fOl'tuight since, 8110 hns brO\lght 
the fugitives back with hoI', aIHi they are now coufio:cd 
in irolls, As soon as she henrd of our being in the 
town, the ohl Indy sont us n sheep and a calo.bash of 
honoy, whioh wo nccepted; and she shortly afterwards 
paid llS a yis.it ill IJOl'son, wben wo took 'tho oppor~ 
tUllity of returning hol' l)l-csont, The old ml\t'l'on '$ 

ostnblishment, is sopnl'ato find dist,iuct from thnt of 
hol' husbuud, tho govornol" wbo hns not, tho slightost 
control OYOl' it, She is roported to have n multitudo 
of sliwcs, and to bo ill othol' l'C!!pcots extremely o}m.lont. 
No one cun surpass tho govornol' in beut.wolenco nnd 
genoral Rood humo\n', 
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Tuesda.I/, J une 15th.-My bro~her, by the blessing 
of God. is now perfectly recovered from an illness 
that had nen.r1y proved fatal to him. At an early 
hour this morning. wo paid our respects to the 
hospitable go"ernor, and quitted the town of Coobly. 
Our route was in a south-easterly direction; and we 
trflycUed through n thick forest. over hills and througll 
dCl'1) valleys, till noon, when wo halted for the dny 
amidst tho ruins of n large town, which, we are told, 
ha~ recently been deserted by its inhabitants. Near 
th~ romain; of it wall, we perceived n human skull, 
{lnd other bones, which had been blenched white by 
tho 8no. This oircumstance excitcd in us a desire to 
loarn the fate of tho former inhabitants of the town. 
olHI the reason of its present ruinous state. One of 
ow' ruc8~('ng('rs aoon ~a.tisfied our curiosity by inform­
jug us, tlU\t a sllOrl timo ago tho town was taken by 
surpri~o nOll pillaged by a large party of FalMabs. 
who put to tho sword all that made any resistance. 
nnd l'atTiC(1 ~ho remainder away with them as slaves. 
The ruins Ilre vcry extenslye. 'and the population of 
the to"-n must havo been considerable. The plain 
whereon it stood is large, "erdaut, and eminently 
heautiful, aud is ornamented with fine trees. The 
millS aro at present inhabited by :l variety of birds, 
and 1\ lnrge troop of monkeys; the latter walked away 
'c.ry composedly on hearing the report of one of our 
h'1.l1lS, 11oro Ono of the horses (lied; the pOOl' arumal 
hnd been our fellow -tnn-oller from J onua: another is 
h)Q weak to wnlk with us 3 mile farthor, so tbat we 
shall he compelled to lense him behind. for we 
\'Gunot makl' up our minds to destroy him; o,nd the 
third Crulllot 1i\'e Ulany days. The affoction of these 
1'0\'1' brut('~ towards ench other is lUost extraordinary. 
'{'hI.' BOO8s..~ mcsscng('r rode to u little \~lll\go at ~ a 
short distance from the ruins this afternoon, and 
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tctUl'ncd in nbont four hours with nn excellent 
marc, wbich he had bOl'l"owed of the governor for 
our use. In the evening we pitched tho tent; and 
our 0\\'11 lUon, with the carriers and messengers, 
having constructed little temporary grass huts for 
themsch,cs, made large fires aU rOWld them, and 
I'otil'cd to rest 

lVed:JtCJlda!l, June ] 6tlt.-A man on horscbl.'l.ck 
o.ni"c(lnt ou\" cncflmpment before sunrise this mot· 
uing. and looked round for 0. minute or two without 
dismounting. Ho neither explained his iutentions 
nor oven uttered n syllabic; but when wo wished 
to address him, he galloped oft' agllin the same W!ty 

ho hud come. We rather suppose tbis hOJ'sclllnu to 
have been despatched by the King of Booss.l, for tho 
purpose of ascertaining whethol' or not wo woro on 
the road j for wo he(\,1' he (\,w(\,its our cOI'Lliug with 
much anxiety. At six A.lr., we quitted our encamp­
men t among the ruins, nnd continued our journey in 
exccllcnt spirits. Tho conntt·y was as woody as auy 
which wo remember to havo seou, and tho soil. 
generally speaking, as dry and storile. We passed 
t.he ruius of two or t.hree deserted villages, ,\'1ic1 
originnlly stood near t10 pathway; and between nine 
!\nd tell in the rum'rung, wo ontOI'cd 1\ SIlUg, pretty 
littlo tOWIl, called Zalee, which, in the languago of {.he 
country. moans "threnel. " Th is town is SUl'l'ollllde(l 
by au cxcollont and well-built clay wnll, with tUrrots, 
which is by far tho best thai, wo hovo anywhoro soon, 
and outside of it is n. brond !\Hd deep moat. Znloo 
lies in 1\. rich and romantio valley, formod by n gn.p 
ill a triple range of cleva ted h ills. whioh run froUl 
eost t.o wost. Tho lI'al1ltnlt s, in hopes of plunder , 
entcred tho town n ycnr or two sinco whilst Ute mnlu 
llor tion of its inhobilnn ls we1"O ohiefly nt wOl·k in the 
bush; but tho women htwing g ivcn the nhH"ffi, thoy 
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retu rned to thcil' homes in n. body, and succeeded in 
l'xpclling the intruders, before they ho.d time to do 
fiLlJ mischlef. 

'1'ho governor sent us a goat, 0. fowl. n calabash 
of rice, and n quantity of corn for the horses. Zalee 
('outO.ills about a thousand inhabitants. 

Tlmrsd(/ll, J Ulie 17tll.-At the usual hour this 
morning w'o wore on horseback, but the tardiness of 
ollr messengers occasioned some little delay after 'We 
hud got beyond the wnlls. A heavy shower lasted 
for somo hou~ during the night, which filled the path 
through tho valley:; Witll water, so that traveLling 
was noithC'r so 81\fc nor plcnso.ut as we hnye found it 
to be. "'e saw n surprising number of lal\d~erabs on 
the road i th('~e animuhl are esteemed IlS excellent 
enting ll)" tho nativcs. At nino A.~'r. we obscl"\"ed 
f.'om all emiuenco the Rugar~loa.f Mouutnin, neur 
\YOWQW, lying to the right of our path, which, if wo 
arc not lUi~tahu. was no.mc(t "George the Fourth " 
by tho lut~ Cilptuin Cl"'ppcrton, OL.e of the guides 
pointed out two hills on our left which could hardly be 
di stinguished in consequence of thou: dish\nce, nnd 
infol"lncU us that the city of Ytloorie- st.ands ilt their 
buse. Ow' course from 'Zalce 'f"aS in a south~eflstel'ly 
direction. t;horth- after this we came to a fine e;­
tensi,,(' plain, on 'whieh stood n. few venerable and 
mnguifil'l'nt tr'O('s . Numerous herds of antelopes 
wen;l fe(,lling, which, on henring the report of our 
~uus. hounlll,)!l o,"er the plain in aU directions. From 
h('uco we first beheld the city of Boos:s<\ ; it lay di­
r('ctly befol'l' us. at thc uist:\nce of two or three miles, 
~nd ~l)p('nre\l to be fOMlwd of straggling clusters of 
hut~. But what was our astonishmcnt, 011 a. ncarer 
I\ppl'oueh, to find Booss.\ standing on clle main land, 
l\l\d Dot I\ll islnud in the Niger, as represented by 
l'n.ptaiu C'lappel'ton! " "0 could discoyer nothing that 
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eould warrilnt such an assertion. At ten o'c1ock '\ve 
entered the city by the western gateway, and dis­
charged our pieces as the signall of our arrival. 

After having waited a few minutes, we were intro­
duced to the king, whom we found in an interior 
a,partmcllt of his residence; in company wit.h t.he 
ilfidikie., the title bestowed on his principal wife, or 
queen. They welcomed us to Boossa wit.h eyery 
appearance of cordiality. They told us vcry gravcly. 
and with rueful countenances, that they hacl both 
~een weeping in the moruiug for the death of 
Oaptain Clavpertou, whose lmtimely end they would 
ncycr cease to lament. They might, it is true, have 
been thus engaged; but, a-s on our entrance we ob­
'!>crved llO outward signs of tears, we rather mistrust­
ed their assertion. Pascoe baying loitere(l behind, 
our conYersa.t.ioll wus limited to a few general remarks 
only; and ha,ving taken our leave of them, we repnired 
to 0. hut which haa been seleeted for us. In the 
evening, rice und corn, with several dishes of meat, 
fish, &'0" were sent us for supper. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Tho Widow ZUUla-PresCut to tho Kiug-Visit to tho Niger­

The King of Boossa and tho l\l idikio- Object of tho Ulis..o.ion 
expIluuw-'fhc tobe of Park rceo\'crcd-Park's p.'!.pcrs-BooSfn 
dcsctibcd-Rc;;outccs of tllo Oountry-Ooo of P ark's books 
disco\'elcd-Equit)' of tho King-Tho hostcss_Dep:ltturofroUl 
BOO1>-<l.\_Kngogic_Cnnoe~_Erub,'\\'k on tllO Nigtl r-'Dcscription 
of tho l'i\'cr- ViUngoofSoolo-Rocky barrier-Arrival at yaoorie. 

Fn'da!l' June 1Stlt,-The noted widow Zuma "isit~ 
cd us to~aay without the slightest pretensions to 
finery of any kind, either in hell dress or ornaments, 
for sho wus clad in very humble a,ppar~l of count.)'y 
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doth, She relnted to us with grent good humour 
hl'r ,}uarrels ,,;th her prince, the ruler of Wowow, 
nod bel' consequent Hight from that city to escape 
hi~ I'l'!'leutment. It appears that, in order to effect 
this, she was nctunlly obliged to climb over the city 
wall in tho night, nod travel on foo.t to Boos~, which 
1S n "ory long jOllrney~-and to n woman of her size 
mUl'll hnve been an arduous task. She alleged that 
.~lw had dono nothing wha.tever to merit the displen.. 
sure of the ,Yowow chief, notwithstnnding which 
IH' hnd rohbed her of all her household furniture 
Ilnd u. number of her slm·es. But, from anethe~ 
qunrtcl'. "e 101\1'n that ono of her sons bad cow­
mitted a thQft in the cit.y, for ,,~ich he would have 
s,utrOl't·d th.'ath. if he had not ronde his escape with 
bi~ Ulother, who it is said had instigated him to the 
,leed, Tho widow complained sndly of poyerty and 
tho hllnln('~" of the times j she had fought with the 
y t\rrih~a.ns ngninst ~\Iorie j but instead of receh-1ng 
1\ r~colllpengc for her brayery. she had lost half her 
shwc'l in 1\11 engagement, which so disgusted her with 
tlw military pl'ofession, that she immediately aba.n~ 
uOlled it I\lHl returned home. Yet iu spite of all 
h~r \ost\<'s and misfortuues, she Ims gained so much 
in corpulency, that it was with tho utmo~t difficulty 
!!-he elmlll squeeze herself into the doorway of our 
hut, ullhough it is by no menus small. The widow 
Zumo. is l\ YCl'y good-looking t;olderly person of rnn­
trolll~- nppcornnce, ITcr skin is of n light copper 
Ctlltllll', 

~\ftcr the widow had left us. I canied the presents 
which had been selected to the king and qneen, 
EJ.l{·h l\ppclln.'·d delighted with them, and the former 
morc cspl'l·inlly was extnwngnnt in expressions of 
{ulmimtinn a1\d thankfulness. .. \. pair of sih~Cl' brnc~­
lot~, Il tohIlC('ow11il'c, and a lookillg-glt\$S, seemed to 
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rivet the attention of the king, who could not ta.ke 
his eyes oft' them for a full half-hour, so much was he 
pleased with theIn. 

This morning "tn~ "isited the far-famed ~Niger or 
Quorra, which flows by the city, about a.. mile from 
our resideuce, and were grently disappointed at the 
appearnuee of this celebrated river. Black, rugged 
rocks rose abruptly from the centre of the stream, 
causing strong ripples and eddies on its sllIfaee. It 
is said tJUlt, a few miles nbovc BOOSS<l, the river is 
divided into three branches, by two small fertile 
islands, and that it Bows from hence in one continued 
strenlll to Funda. The Niger here, in its widest 
part, is not more than a stone's-throw aCrOSS at 
present. TIle rock ou which we sat o'Terlooks the 
spot where :Mr. Park and his associates met their 
unhappy fate; we could not help meditating on that. 
circumstance, and ou the number of "alliable lives 
which have been sacrificed in attempting to c)..'plore 
this river, find secretly implored the Almighty 
that we might be the humble means of setting at 
rest for eyer the gl"eat question of its cow'Se and 
termination. 

Saturday, June 19th.-This morning tho king, 
accompanied by his consort, who is said to be his 
counsellor aud only confidant., honoured \IS with a 
visit at Oul' hut. They came without any kind of 
state or ceremony, nnd were both dressed more plainly 
than many of their subjects. The king ",·ore a white 
cotton tobe over nnothel' of blue and white, a cap of 
red cloth, and leathern sandals of t.be same colour. 
The Midik ie was c1ad in a common check shirt, of 
Nouffia muuufa.ctnre i a plain piece of blue cotton was 
fastened round her bead, whol1y concealing the hair; 
a larger piece of tho smue kind was thrown o\'er the 
left shoulder, and a third, tied rOlmd her waist, 
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t"twbod so fur a!. tho middlo of the leg. Her fee t 
W(l1"t) bare, as were likewise her anus Ul) to the elbow; 
1I brass ring ornamented each great toe, and eight 
silvor bracelets each wrist, the least of them weighing 
littlo less than a quarter of a pound. B'esides these 
Ilt'uo.mcuts, tho queen wore 0. necklace of coral and 
bits of gold, and small pieces of pipe-cornl were stuck 
iu tho lobo of each ear. 

Wo had almost forgotten !o mention that the S'll­
tlln of Bomon is cousidered the most powerful chief 
of Xorthcrn, as the lung of Boossil is of 'Western, 
Uricn. The queen is the daughter of the last, and 

tlil:ltcr of the present, ruler of \Vowow. 
lJ.'hc demand for cora.l has been very great in every 

towu of com~equoncc whieh wo hM'e ,isited. All 
rank~ of p('oplo appeal' passionately fond of wonring 
11. !lotI it it! prcforrud to every other oruament what-
4..'vor. Tht~ midikic l\!\ked us, this morning, if we hud 
brought auy cornl with llS; and seemed rather diso.p­
pointeU, though not lIispleased, on 6'"\ing answered in 
the negath·o. Sho thou pulled out a littlo box, made 
\,f sheepskin, which was filled with corn! beads and 
litlie golden trinkets, and requcsted mo to polish the 
Itltt\}l' for her. ~yc offered hor n. few plated buttons, 
\yhich we hau just bofore been clea.ning, and they 
wcro accoptcd with transport; but, as thoir brightness 
had excited the admiration of her consort. 3. scramble 
tl}\lk },lacc t\S to which of tho two should have them. 
After ~ long st.ruggle, it ondeu in the triumph of tho 
king. who first choso the lal'ge~t and best for his owu 
us",'. nud then gll"O his spouso the remainder, taking 
\~t\l'~, howcyol' . to show her tho inside of the buttons he 
hod selcct~d for himself. which were tarnished b, usc, 
and to llisploy those intended for her to the gr~3.tel:lt 
n\lrunt~\gc. Tho rOyt\l couple were liko two great. 
children. yet thoy were eo.ch well pleased with their 

\ OL. 1. P 
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OjTO, nnd~ exprcsspd their thankfulness with much 
wnrmt.h. 

" ' e imagined that it would have been bad policy 
to ha YO stated t,he true reason of our visiting this 
country, knowing the jealousy of moat of the people 
with regard to t.he Niger; and therefore, in answer 
to the king's inquiries, I was obliged to deceive him 
,vith t.he assertion that our object was to go to Bornon 
by way of Yaoorie, requesting, n.tthe same time, a 
safe coo'Veyance through his terl'itbries. This answer 
satisfied the king. and he promised us 6,'e1'Y assistance 
' in his power. Our yisitors remained with us a consi~ 
derable time; and, in the course of conversation, oue 
of them observed that they had in their possession a 
tobe, which belonged to a white man who came from 
the north many years ago, and from whoDl it had 
been purchased by the king's father. ':Ve expressed 
great curiosity to see t,his t.obet and it was sent us 
os a present a short tiDle after their departure. Con­
trary to our expectations, we found it to be made 
of rich crjDlson damask, and "ery hea",y, from the 
immense quantity of gold erubroidory wit.h which it 
was co",e1'ed. As the .time when the late king is 5.11d 
to hONO pmchasecl thls tobe corresponds very nearly to 
the supposed period of Mr. Park's dea.th; and !!§...we 
never henrd of nny other white man ha",ing come from 
the uOl'~h so far south as Boossa, 'we are inclined to 
believe it to bo part of the spoil obtained from t.he 
canoe of that ill-fated traveller. vVllether Mr. Park 
wore t·he tobo himself, which is sCt\.l'Cely probable 
on nccO\mt of it.s weight, or whether he jntended it 
as Or present to a native chlef, we are at a loss to 
determine. At all events, t.he nrtic.lo is a. curiosity 
in itself: nnd if we should li",e to return to England, 
we shall easily learn whether it wns made there 01' 

not. The chief himself has never \Yom the t.obe, 



MR. PAnK's P.\PERS. 211 

nor (lid his predecessor, ft'orn a. superstitious feeling; 
.. Besides," observed the king, H it might excite the 
cupidi ty of the neighbouring powe.I'~" 

St1uda!/, J une 20tlt.-The king sent!L messenger 
this morning, to inform us that he was a tailor, and 
tha.t ho would thank us for some thread nnd a few 
1l1:'~r11cs fur his own private usc. By this man he 
likowise sent a ID\ISket for us to repair i but as it 
i::! Suuday, '1'.'0 have declined doing it till to-morrow. 
Eogcr as wo are to obtain even ·the slightest infor­
mation relative to the unhappy fate of Mr. Park and 
his companions, ns well ns to ascertain if nny of their 
books ot' papers are now in existence at this place, 
wo had nIDlost mnde up our minds to rofrain from 
llskin~ any qucstions on the subject. because we were 
llppn~hcns.in' thnt it might be disllleasing to thc ~ng, 
Ilnd iln-olYa us ill many perplexities. Familiarity, 
bnwt'HII" haling in some measure worn off this im­
pl'css.ion, and the king being au affable, obliging, and 
good·llt\tured person, we wore em101dened to send 
Pnscoo to him this morning, with a messnge ex­
l'res~iyo of the interest we felt on the subject, in 
common with aU o\lr countr~-mcu; nnd saying that, 
if nny books or pnpers which belonged to :Mr. Park 
wcro j'~t in his poesession, he would do us a great 
sonicI.' by ddh'ering them iuto our hands, or at least 
by gt"lllting us permission to see them. To this the 
l,.ing returned for nnswer, tbat whcn Mr. Pa.rk was 
lost in the Niger, he was a. yery little boy. and that 
he kn(\W not \\ hat had become of his effect.::!; that the 
J.l'plornble ovont had occurred in the reign of the late 
kill~'8 preO.cccst:'or, who died shortly aftcr; and that 
nll trnccs of the white man had been lost with him. 
This l\Us-wer disappo\uted our hopes, for to us it 
t\pp\'urcd final and decisive. But in the cyeniug they 
w\'ro aguin raised by a hint from our host, who is the 

r 2 
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bog's drummer, and one of the principal men in the 
country; he assured us'that there was cert-ainly one 
book nt least saved from Mr. Park's cauoe, which is 
now in the possession of a. rery poor man in the ser­
vice of his master, to wbom it had been entrusted by 
the late king during his last illness. He said, more-
0\""01', that if but ODC application were made to the 
king on any subject whatever, very little was thought 
of it; but if a second were made, the matter would 
be considered of sufficient importance to demand his 
whole a.ttentioD, - such being the custom of the 
country. The drummer, therefore, recommended us 
to persevere in our inquiries, for he had no doubt 
that something to our satisfaction would be elicited. 
At his ovm request, we sent him to the king imme­
diately, desiring him to repeat our former statement, 
and to assure the king that, should he be successful 
in recovering the book we wanted, our monarch would 
reward him handsomely. He desired the drnmmer 
to inform us tho.t he would use every exertion, and 
examine the man who was reported to have .... the 
white man's book in his possession, at an early hour 
to-utorrow. Here the ma.tter at present rests. 

In the afternoon, the king came alone to see 
us, and wishecl to know when we were inclined to 
depart. We answered, tha.t we were quite fC.'\dy; that 
we wore only waiting his pleasw'Q, nnd would gladly 
proceed on our journey whenever he would giye us 
permission. He said. if the King of Yaoorie should 
not have n. canoe for us by Monday evening, we 
shoultl have the usc of one of his own, and that 
we should hn ve liberty to embnrk on the following 
morning. We thanked him for his kindness, and 
took the opportunity of paying him and his spouse 
a· compliment, which their treatment of us has really 
deserved. The king took it in good part, was 
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extremely affable and obliging, and quitted us iu au 
oxeollon t humour. 

I have been very unwell during the ItlSt day or two, 
but am now much better . 

.l.l/rJlldU.If, June 2lat.-The city of Boossa, as wo 
ho.vo bofore obsorved. consists of a great number of 
groups or clusters of huts, oJ.l within 0. short dismnce 
of cach other. It is bounded on one side by the river 
Quorra. or Niger. and on the other by an extensive 
turreted wall, with moats, forming a complete semi. 
'irolo. Notwithstanding, howeyer, its natural and 
tlrtificial defences, Boos&!. was taken by the FalMahs 
many ycars ago; on which occasion its inhabitants 
fled. \yith their children and effects, to one of those 
little hdaml-s iu tho Niger, which we ha.ye already 
mentioned. But the chiefs of Nili. ,Yowow, and 
IGamu, haying becn made aequa.inted with the cir­
ClWlstnnce. nssembled together, and having joineu 
their forces ,,;th those of Boos~, drove the Faliitahs. 
thoir common enemy. into the Niger, where many of 
thorn perished. Since tha.t period tho city has never 
bccll invnded. nor threatened with attack. The soil 
of Boossa. is, for the most part, very fertilo, and pro· 
duces rice. corn, ya.ms. &c., in grent abundance. 
DQtf:'ah, a kind of corn, is obtained here in the grcatc::it 
r~rfcction; it yields fivc hundred-fold, and forms 
the principal food of tlle in.hQ.hitants, both rich and 
poor. Another "arioly of corn grows here, which has 
eight ears on {\ single stem i the grain is '"ery small 
anu sweet, but it is not culth'atcd to any extent. 
The buttcr~trcc flourishes in and near the to,,'ll; and 
pnlUl..oU is imported from N ouffie; but the latter is 
only uscd as an article of food, because it is very 
<:c\tt"Cc and deM, and is purchased only by the king 
ano a few of tho principal inha.bitants. The king 
ano his ruidikic ho.\'"o each grent numbers of fine 
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cattle, but none of their subjects are in possession of 
Q, single bullock; they have, however, flocks of sheep 
nod goats, and obtain immense quantities of fish from 
the Niger. Very good salt is brought from a solt 
lake on the borders of the river. which is about ten 
days' journey to the northward of this place; and 
pepper grows in every part of the country. Guinea­
fowl, pheasants, partridges, and a variety of aquatic 
birds, a.re found here in the grea,test plenty, nnd have 
afforded us excellent sport. The natiycs sometimes 
endeavour to shoot them with their arrows j but this 

.method of procuring game is at all times very pre­
carious and difficult, and two bilUs only have been 
thus killed during several years past. Deer and 
antelopes- also abound near the city; but they arc 
timid and shy, and rarely, if ever, cll-ught by the inha­
bitants. The. fish, wi~h which the. river abounds so 
plentifully, are caten by all classes of people: they are 
tough, dry, and unsavoury j yet they form part of the 
daily food of the inhabitants, who appear exceedingly 
fond of them. 

The Haussa language is understood by the gene­
rality of the. natives of BOl·goo, both yOlmg and old, 
almost as well ns their mother-tongue, and it is sl)oken 
by the majority of them with considerable fluency. 
The goyernment of the cmmtry is despotic: but thia 
unlimited pow~r, whieh is vested in the monarch, is 
almost invariably exercised with lenity and for­
bearance. All private disputes arc settled by the 
king, and ho punishes misdemeanors just as his 
inclination mny lend him. It was reported tIlat the 
queen ruled her husband, and influenced his conduct 
in all matters j but tho affnir of tho buttons shows 
the rumour to be ill-fouodecl. 'l'Lo king-'s address is 
superior; and his whole demeanour, in our presence, 
though mild and unassuming, disph\ys a good denI 
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of nnturnl dignity. He sent us a fine turkey this 
morning i which was acknowledged on our part by 
a couple of guinea-fowl and two brace of partridges, 
which my brother had shot. 

In tho afternoon, tho king eamo to soe ua, followed 
by a Ula.n with a book under his arm, wbicb was said 
to hU\1'e boen l)ickod up in the Nigol' after the loss of 
our countryman. It was enveloped in a large cotton 
cloth; and ow' hearts bea.t high with e:tpccta.tion as 
tho man wns slowly unfolding it, for by its size we 
gue~sed it to bo Mr. Park's journal; but our dis­
apllointmcnt and chagrin woro great, when, on opening 
tho book, wo diticoyored it to bo an old nautical 
publiciltion of tho last century. The title-page was 
ruis!l;in~, but its contents wero chiefly tables of 
log[withma. It was a thick roynl quarto, which led 
Uti to COI~ccturc tha.t it wus a journal j between the 
)~(l.Y(l!! \\ l' found {\ few loose papers of very little oon-
1!t.'qU(,IlCO indecd; onc of them contained two or three 
ob .... ervntions on the height of the wa.ter in the Gam­
bio.; oue was 0. tailor's bill ou n Mr. Anderson; and 
nnothor was addressed to l.Ir. Mungo Park, and con­
t.ained an iuyitn.tion to dinner. 'l'he following is ;l. 

copy of it:-

(( Mr. IInJ. )I re. 'Vale-on would he ll:'lppy to 114'1"0 tho pll'a!Ill'e 
or 'Mr. PlI.rk'e colll}X\ny at dinner on 'fucaday nc:xt, at balf-past 
l'heo'clock . 

.. • \n on.wt'r I. rcquestcd. 
" Stralld, 9th ~VOt'., 1804.°' 

Tho king. RS weU as the owner of the book, looked 
M greatly mortified as ourselvc~ when thc-y wore told 
that tho one produced \vas not tha.t of which we wero 
in qn~~t, bcC!l.USC the rcwnrd promised would not of 
C~llU"t\(' be (lllta.l.ued. As SOOl1 as our curiosity had 
b('cu full)" St\ti~ficd, the Ilnpcrs , ... ero co.rcfully collectcd 



2lG PASCOE A~D I1IS SLAVE. 

and placed again between the leaves, and the book 
as carefully folded in its envelope a-s before, and 
taken away by its owner, wbo "alues it as much as a 
household god. Thus all our hopes of obtaining 
Mr. Park's journal or papers, in this city, nre entirely 
defeated. The inquiry, on our part, hIlS not been 
prosecuted without much trouble nod an..'Ciety. aod 
some little personal sncrifices likewise i which, had 
they been teo times as great, we would gladly have 
made whilst n single hope remained of their bcing 
effectual. 

Tuesday, June 22nd.-\Vhen Cnl)tain Olapperton 
was at \V owow on the former expedition, Pascoe 
])urchnsed a sllwe of the widow Zuma to be his wife; 
but, for some reason or other, the bargain was not 
completed, and the woman remained with her mis­
tress. A pnrt of the purchase-money only was given 
back to Pascoe, and he was obliged to quit the to\m 
with his master, wit.hout having bad an opportunity 
of recovering the remainder. The widow's late 
chango of rcsidence fl'om \Vowow to Boossil. seemed 
t.o ofter n. fn.ir chanco for Pascoe to obtain his money~ 
and ho accordingly made an early application for it ; 
but, though sho acknowledged the debt., she refused 
po.yment on the gl'ounc1 that, as the Prince of 
'Vowow had forcibly obtained possession of the girl 
ill question, he had no right whatover to the money. 
Pa.scoe, UllwHling to lose so large a sum, then laid the 
matter beforo the King of Boossil., for his deCision j 

and, in consequence, the widow has lUldergone t,wo 
or three cxamino.tions, without producing any good 
whatever. 'l'hc monarch has declared that he sees 
tho justice of his demand; but,:'is the woman obsti­
nately rcfllScs 1.0 pay tho dobt, he oannot think of 
forcing her to do so against her inclination. Pascoo 
subsequently offered tho whole of the money which 
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the willow owed him lO the king. provided the Intter 
('onld obtaiu it. But this was altogether repugnant 
to the monarch's notions of right and wrong. TIe 
l·uV1icd. "Tho widow came hcre to me ruone, and in 
tli::.u·css, to claim my protection, which I granted ber 
"ithont hesitation; it would therefore ill become me 
t,l brcnk my faith. and tlU'n my back on an objcct so 
ntll'riy dcfl'ncclc!:\s nnd Wlprotceted, by exacting from 
hl'1' tho money of another for my own usc, ill the 
reeon.'I·Y of which I ha(t previously refused to inter· 
f"rl~. I cannot break my word; I cannot grant your 
rl'quest. " 

It i~ nmu~ing to discoYl;ll' the shifts to which the 
p('opio of noo:.:~n nod I)thcr plnccs luwc rcsortod, in 
tilt' hopt) of obtaining i\ little present of some sort 
from \It'. 'l'hl' dny after am arrin'~l hel'e , a man, 
who r('pl'(,~l·t\tcd himscU as brothel' to the king of 
Xuultll'. ~l'lIt us 1\ huge howl of dried fish nnd onions; 
nTlll .wother indh'idunl has sold his only tobe. for the 
purpO~1) of obtaining (l. little money to purchase some 
blllll, which is i\ forlllented liquor extracted from tbe 
Jll\hu.rn~c anu tho btUuboo. nnd which hc is about to 
pl'cgcnt. to us . 'l'he former of these presents was 
1'('jet·h:~d. bCl'ause such kind of things had become. 
hy their fl'<,qucney, so serious an inCOllYeniencc, that 
we ht\Yo dctcrmined to acoopt. of nothing for the 
futllft.1 in Ute shape of n gift, execpt from the chiefs 
nUll gttvl'rnors thClllsch-c::>. Y ct wo 11ayo repented of 
l)ur I'l'~ollltion in this instancc, haying been informed 
ye::.tt'rt!.\J that tho pretended brother of the king of 
N ouffic WtlS not long ago hlkcn prisoner by tho 
}'nl:'ttahs, nnd his only son with him, and that they 
w~'n.' both sold by tllcm to l\ company of IIaussiJ. 
l11crchnt\t~: that tho father had redeomed himself 
frOlll slayory by his own exertions, nnd that ho bad 
had l"c('our~c to the I\boyo expedient of scndillg \LS a 
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quantity of driad fish and onious, in the oxpcc~ation 
of ob~nining 0. liHle mOMY from us towards cmnn~ 
cipntiog his SOil, '1'ho p OOl' mun wont o.wny quito 
crest-fnllon and unhappy at tho ill success of his 
project, nnd quitted the city immcdintcly after, to 
yisit his ensln.ved son, who is at KO(Jifu , so that 
wbou wo wore oomlc acquainted with the circulllstance 
it was too late to relievo him, nnd wo very much 
regretted it. 

Our hostess is an agreeablo and good-nntured 
womau, but she is cxccl$8iycly vain of her persoll j so 
much so, indeed, that sho employs several hours ill 
tho dfLy in dn~ssing her hair, which hangs down 
below tho fnce in three plaited queues, oue of them 
from tho forehead, and one from each sido of the 
hend; "ftor which sho affixes ornamcut.s ou different 
parts of hor body, stn ins her lips and teeth a. shiuing 
red colour with //Guna/, (0. species of myrtle) i and 
WhOll nil this is dono she admires herself in Q. broken 
looking.glnss which we have given hoI'. 1'hi5 is the 
most whimsical and diverting purt of the ceromony : 
she Ill)pronches t.ho glll BS and rotroats from it ngtti u ; 
smiles WhOll sho ftlOcies that sho looks pretty i and 
distorts hcl' featul'es nnd throws her hody into all 
rununor of comical nttitudcs, to ascortain which is t.ho 
most engaging. Although ouly a dt'uunner's wife, 
om hostess is considered as tt. ])el'SOll of l'CSpoctu.· 
bili~y, for her husband 's situation is one of tho most 
import~lJlt in tho kingdom. And nll tho lUore 
respectable felUales of Borgoo odorn t,heir persons in 
muoh tho samo mnnnol' os sho docs, and hnvo au 
tUmost oq\lnl slull'O of nfloctation and vuuity. The 
lUCU somotimes stniu their lips and teoth, and finger 
find too nails, liko their wiyos; but this custom is by 
no moans gonoral nmoug thom. 'r ho khlg nnd qucon 
of Boos&\ disl'ogm'(l it ultogcther. 
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'''0 brought three horses with us to Coobly from 
J 6una; two of them h(LYe died fl'OlU fatiguo, aod tho 
third is io so miserable a state. that he can be of 00. 

further sonice to. us. The king paid us a visit this 
uttornooo, and informed us that everything will be 
in rC'ndincss for our departure to-morrew. 00 this 
e(,(,[\9-iou he presonted us with an excellent and hand­
Bmue herse. which is the more acceptable, as we 
h.\,"o. only one, which we fort\matcly purchased a feW' 
dnyl'. ngo from the gOYCrllOt' of Ooobly. The monarch 
st l'~mgly enjoined us to accept of DO preyisions, par­
til·ttlndy milk nnd honey, from nny person 'whnte"er, 
t.·xccpting the goyoruors of towns through which we 
mn: Pl\H~. for he wus o.pprchensivc that poison wculd 
be mi ~'\l with them, lie did not explain to us cn 
whl\t gnmnds be ontortAined his suspicion, but le~t \18 
to flll'tu our own cOI\icctul'es on his unexpected advice. 
1 f 'I.~ arc not mistn.kell, the king warned Captain 
rlnJlPl'rton of a similar danger. 

During tho whole COlU'SO of our ,iourney, we have 
nl}wlll're experienced g reater kindness, attention, and 
bQl\pitl\lity, than from the amiable ruler of this place, 
t\lHl his no less amiablo companion; nnd we shall 
have ~cl\sion to remember their ci"ility to us as long 
R~ W~ live, 

Sin('t~ wo huyc been here the king hns gi,en us n 
hONC'. hulloek, sheep, and tmkcy. which were n.ll very 
Yf\lllnhl~" while our present to him is considerably less 
tht\l1 thot which the kiug of Kiamll. received, 

)) ~,·dllt\~daJ . J Ulle 23d.-Last night BOOsM 'Was 
vi. itl'd by n tornado, which did 0. little mischief to 
thl' h'Wll: At an carly how' in the morning the king 
Gnu 'lu('('n pl\.it.1. us (\ farewell ytsit, when the form,er 
n~aiu cautioned us to beware of poison, ,y c then 
("pr\'~~cd our acknowledgments to both for all their 
f:)\ ours j and an heur 01' two after thoy had taken 
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tbeir departure, we rode out of the city, accompanied 
by two horsemen as an escort, and a foot-messenger 
to the sultn.n of YAoono. Not far from the "nils of 
Boossa wo camo to a. spot where the herds of th"c kin,.,. 
and midikic wero grazing; nner cattle cnD nowher~ 
be sceD; they are under the cnre of Fa'UHnh slaves, 
because the nntiycs do not understand their manage­
uent. From bence we jOlU1lCycd along the banks of 
he Niger, nt an easy pace, o\nng to the hollows in 
~ho path, find two hours nftcrwnrds entered a plcflSfLot 
little walled town called 1(agogie, where wo were 
desired to baIt till to·mon-ow. Tho town is peopled 
solely by tJ1C king of Boossl's slaves; and is distant, 
in n. northerly direction, from tho capital about eight 
or nine miles. 'Vo have been sent hither by land, 
beMuse n. canoe could not be paddled up the river 
without the greatest difficulty and danger, on account 
of the rocks. The inhabitants of Kagogie appcnr to 
el~oy an CIlsy kiud of life. The chief part of their 
time is employed in husbandry, fishing, and tnking 
care of tho king's horses; and though but indjf~ 
fcrently clad, they nll secm well fed, contented, and 
comfortable. 

In tho afternoon n. young 'Wornnn presonted hcrsclf 
with 0. few loose leaves of "Thomson's Bensons, n .. 

which we had thrown away at Boos~ . Sho bad 
heon despatched. 1l1.\l'posruy by tho king, hoI' master, 
who imngincd that they wero "nluable to us, and 
that wo bad ovcrlooked. them in tho hmry of de-
parture. • 

EYon hol'o, in this insignificant nnd. sequestered 
placo, tho Arabic language is professed to be t-nught 
in sohools, and boys are put undor tho tuition of men 
who can only teneh them a fow very short Mohnm­
lUedan prnyol'~, and. who do not t,holllSclYes lllldGrstnnd 
a single Arabic character. 
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OW' nights wore spent most unpleasantly at Boossa, 
hy reason of bho swn-rIDS of mosquitoes and bla.ck 
nuts 'which infested our dwelling. and whose sting is 
keener thn.n n. needle's point; the latter insect, in 
]Hldiiculn.r, is n. grea.t nuisance, and we are told that 
thoro is not a. town on the banks of the Niger that is 
frce from either. 

TIHl.r8d(1Y, June 24t/I.-Though the governor of 
Kngogie had been mnde acquainted with our iuten­
tion~ no less tho,n three days before our arrival, yet 
no canoe bad been got ready for our use j and this 
DlOrniug. when we e:q)ccted to embn.rk, the .. King 
of bho CMloe," as the persoD who has the care of it 
is ridiculously styled, informed us with the utmost 
uuconcern that it wns out of repair, and that it would 
not bo fit for our reception for some hours at least. 
'rIllS intulligcncc ,,-as vory disagreeable and provoking, 
flll' we were so anxious to emba.rk on the Niger, that 
th!) shortest delay was painful to us. Besides, the 
appearance of the morning foretold 0. hot day; and as 
w~ had neither awning nor umbrelhs to screen us 
froro the burning sun, this circumstance tended to 
incronse our lmeasmess. The natives have no fore­
thought, nnd imagino that all men valuo time as 
little tlS themselves: oyerything is deferred till the 
'¥ory last m.oment, and they look up into one's face 
with wonder when they see ono anY";se impatient. 

In the course of the forenoon we repaired to the 
siLlo of tho riYer, which is about tw'enty or thirty 
paces from tho town, for the pmpose of endCftvour­
iug to oncoumgo and hurry the workmen in their 
lo.bour about tho canoe. Promises and threats weTO 
employed to effect this o_hjcct, but the men would 
neithor bo coaxed nor intimidated: they would not 
overwork thcmsch-es , thev said. for all the riches in 
our possession; so that~ we were obliged to leayc 
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them, nnd exercise our patience. The branch of tho 
Niger which flows by lingogio is about a mile in 
width; but it is rendered so shallow by lurge sand­
bnnks, that, except in ono "ery narrow place, a child 
might wade across it wit.hout difficulty. Mr. Park 
choso n deeper and snfer brauch, though it le(l to the 
same dangers. 

Ou!' horses were cOllyoyed noross from bere to tho 
opposite side of the riycl', from whence they will bo 
t·n.keu to Yaoorio by lnnd, been use the cnnoes of the 
nntivcs would be too frnil n conveyance for them. 
These canoes are of grent lengtb, but tlle workman­
sbip em]lloycd in ulI\king nnd fashioning them is 
exceedingly rude and ct\rclcss. Owing. perhaps. to 
the wnut of proper trees of sufficient rungnitudc, 
thoy 0.1'0 made of tlcQ blooks of wood. which nro sewu 
togother by a. thick cord, undor which a QU1111t.ity of 
strnw i$ pll\ccd, both inside nnd ont, to ]>l'cycnt the 
ndmission of wntcr; but the whole is nltogether so 
ohuusilyexecuted, thut every cnnoe in the country is 
nhmys leuky. 

About mid-day. the workme.n hnying finished our 
cnlloe, the luggago was }wcsently put into it, nnd 
between twelve nnd onc we embarked with O\1r 
}lCO}llc, nud woro hunched out into the 1'1"01'. '1'ho: 
dircctiou of this brn110h wns ncndy cast und wcst ; 
aud wo pl'ocecdocl somo distftlloc down the strcnm 
for the purpose of getting ill to tJlO main branch of 
the Niger, whero there is dt'CPQr wnter. This objcrt 
wns soou nttainoo, nu(l we found it flowing froUl 
north to south, through n rioh l\Ud charming country. 
which seemed t.o im}lrOVO in nppcntnuco tho further 
wo ndnmce(l. ,Yo worc propelled nt u goo(1 rnto 
up a chnllnel. which, from hnlf n mile in brcndth, 
gl'nd\lI\Uy widoned to rathor botter than 1\ milo. 
BCI\Utiful, sprendiug, i\ud spiry t.rees adorned t1\Q 
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count ry on each side of the riYor , like a park: corn, 
l1l'urty ripc, wa"cd over the wa.ter's edge; large, 
oP('11 villages appeared overy half-hour ; and herds of 
RllOtt('d cattle were observed grazing and enjoying 
thl' cool of the sbmlc. The appearance of the rh'er, 
fur ~,,\,0l't\J wiles, 'was no less enchanting than its 
borllel'R ; it was as smooth as a lake; canoes, laden 
with Iiohl'cp and goats, were padcUed by women do" .... n 
it3 l\llllo~t im})orcoptible current; swallows, and a 
\'tnint,)" of aquatic birds, were sporting oyer its glassy 
surftu'c, whicH was orlllunented by a number of pretty 
liltlf' i~h\Uds. 

Th-.:- heat of the weather distressed us greatly, 
tiB tlll' approMh of c,f('ning, WhCll large sand-banks 
und ",hallows engaged our attention. A little after 
l~ight, P. 'l., we landed on the eastern bunk of tbe 
ri' cr. not Ii.\l' from a slUall "illago, where we fixed our 
tl'nt on n rIot of rising corn, and, having nothing to 
l'at. WI'nt suppcrlcss to rest. 

1'~f·id(1.'I. JUlie ~5tll .-The most r'lmal'kable object 
"lli(.'it we saw. on rising this morning, was a rugged 
Qutl romantic range of hills, appearing to the east~ 
wunl of our encampment. It is culled Engarskie. 
from n country- of tho sruue nrune in which the hills 
l\rl' ~ltul\tcd. ~nd which was formerly an independent 
l..ing:,lom. but is now become l\ prOyillCe of yaoone. 
At 1\ lit tic before se\"(~n, ~\.:U., our canoe was pushed 
at!' till' Mlldy bcach ou which it had been secured Jast 
l~r('niug. and }ll'opelled down a Y\)\"y narrow chn.uncl, 
between a largo saUll-bank and the shore. This 
cOlHluctcd us into the main branch of the Xigcr, 
and" c again admired its delightful nnd mugnificent 
nrpN\ran('c. 

\\ l' hml l'l'oeccded only a few hundred yards when 
thl~ l'iYl'l' grndurul} widened to two miles, and con­
tiulled tiO as f..l.l' as the eye could reach. It looked 
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very much like an nrtificial canal, the banks having 
the npp(!arnncc of a. dwarf waU, with veget.ation 
beyond. III most places the water was extremely 
sho.llo\\~. but in others it was deep GDolJgh to float a 
frigate. During the first two hours of the day, the 
scenery was as iutcrcst,ing nnd picturesque ns can be 
imagined. The banks were liternlly covered with 
hamlets nud yillages; fiuo trees, bending under the 
weight of their dark and impenetrable foliage, every­
where relieved the eye from the glare of the sun's 
mys, and, contrnsted with the lively verdure of the 
little hills and plains, produced the most pleasing 
effect. Afterwards, however, .there wns a decided 
chauge: the banks, which before consisted of ditrk 
earth, clay, or sand, wero no,,· composed of black 
rugged rocks j large saud-banks and islands were 
scattered in t.he river, which diverted it into a 

I variety of little channels, and effectually dest-royeel 
its appell.rancc. 

About oleven o'clock, dark clouds from the west 
foretold nn approaching storQl j nnd our bontmen used 
their utruost exertions in endeavouring to reach a. 
vilinge. or some plnco of security, before it should 
burst ul)on us, but in this hope we wore disfLppointed, 
fol' in 0. vory few minutes it blew a hurricane, a~oID­
panted by thunder nnd lightning of the most n,,,ful 
description, and the rain fell in torrents. It became, 
besides, so dark that nothing could be clearly dis­
tinguished at the distnnce of only a few yards. Wo 
wero wetted to the skin in It moment j and our ~anoo 
was in danger of sinking as we cnme a.breast of Q. 

little fishing village, on nu islnu<\ ~ose to tho water's 
edge. 'Vo jumped ou shore as soon as l)ossibl0, 
and ran, without sboes or hats, into the first hut we 
eame to, for protection from t.he storm. IIere our 
unlooked-for intrusion frightened nwny 0. poor womnn, 
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who rushed out of tho but as wo entered. .it; but we 
/'omlUenced throwing oft' our dripping clothes, and 
displncing n pot of fish whieh was stewing over a 
row expiring embers, heaped up all the dry wood we 
('outel find. Not till then did wo diseover that our 
~ituulion wns little bottor than it had been in the 
('llIlOO; tho hut had two large open doorways 0Ppo­
~itl.) el~(lh other, through which the wind swept tho 
ruin, aod filled it with pools of water. This was too 
Ullwh for us, nnd sallying out immediately, half-dressed. 
we hurried towards a hut which we perceived a.t a 
SUOl't distnnco, but this was no better than that which 
W\' hnd left,-nll soemcu alike; and rushi.ng back again 
throngh the llciting rain, we regained our deserted 
hut, and reHignl'J, oursch~es to a.U its inconveniences. 
Ollr peopll' ShOl·tly nStlwwarus came up to us, quite 
h('llumbt:d "ith cold and wet; and, notwithstanding 
tlll'ir di~tl't:sg 8ml our own comfortless condition. 
"0 l'onlJ. not forbear lll.ughing at ilieir comical and 
ragged t\}1pCnrollce. Meantime the hostess and her 
husband. with slwero.l of the other "illagers, summoned 
up re~ollltion enough to Ylsit us j and by way of n. 
pct\cc~offcl'ing. they brought with them firewood nncl 
a. small quantity of provisions. This enabled ns to 
l..indlc two largo fires in the hut. which, as the stOl'm 
WIlS abating. !:loon dried up tha water j but we were 
UIlll.Yoidubly obliged to lie down in damp clothes. 1\[,Y 
brothl'r IUlll I snt up during the best pnrt of the 
night. for we found it impos~ible to sleep, not only 
on (\ccount of myriads of mosquitoes, but the gro:\ning 
t\nd ~nOl'illg of UlCll, the barking Ilud growling of dogs, 
tUI ;n('essnut drumming at a.1l adjuecut yillage, nnd 
tht st:\rtlillg 1'001' of n lion. which was prowling about 
our \}uarter!l ncarly th", whole of the night. 

''.'d/m'do,II, June :?6th,-'l'he tempest of yesterday 
W1\"l succccul'd by l\ cool (','cning, nnd n l'Clllarkably 
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clear night. In th~ morning, on leaving the village; 
we were followed to the heach by a few of its mba.­
l)it.ants, nnd when the caDoe was pushed off at seven 
o'clock, they cheered us loudly. These people nrc 
harmless and good-natured, but dirty in their persons 
nud singubr in their manners. Their language is 
different fl'om t.Il3.~ spoken at BoossU. Most of the 
yillagcs on the islaocls, as far as Yaoorie, it is said, 
are inhabited by the same race of people, and t,bey 
are also scattered on the banks of the nf"er. The 
women daub theil' huir with red clay, but they nrc 
too poor· to purchase many personal ornaments, find 
tho men usc none whatever. They appear to hM'C 

the necessuries of life in ab\\Ildance j they are pQ.rtial 
to agl'iculture, and cultiyate large portions of land 
with corn, rice, and onions; besides which fishing is 
carried on by them on an extensive scale, and nUm­
bers of the mell go three days' jow-ney up the Nige-r 
to catch fish. Most of their huts .are su]>ported on 
clay pillars, which are wonderfully small; or on stone 
slabs not more thuu an inch in thickness. The walls 
t)f the huts Iwe only two 01' three inches in thickness; 
but these have no large doorways like that which we 
occupied; nnd instcn<i of thorn, they arc furnished 
with 0. smnll single aperture near the roof, to_which 
their owners nro obliged to clilllb; and eVOn then 
they cnnnot .entor without grent exertion. These 
huts nppronch nearer to the slutpe of a comruon 
]~nglish ovon than nnything else we have e,ler seen, 
Situated bet,ween Booss;.\ and Yaoorie, tbe inhabitrlllts 
of most of the islancls spenk t.he language of those 
countries, but they havo also one of their own, whioh 
nobody bnt themselves tmderstands; a smattering of 
t,be U~ussa tongue, which they h:we attained, is tho 
only method of communication which is ndoptcd ill 
their trading transnctions, 
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We bnd passed the island whereon we slept last 
night but a few minutes, nnd bad just entered into 
tho roruu river, when we came to a spot where it 
flprcads ngn.io into branches, and each channel was 
lirC'rnl1y filled with dangerous rocks, sand-banks, 
anll Ivw islands cO\'ered with t.aU rn,nk grass. The 
UppCfll'D.nCO of them vms extremely disheartening. 
\\' (,) Were conducted up the main bra,nch of the 
r(\ ur, but were soon obliged to land 'nth our 
l,,"opIe in order to lighten tho canoe, which, after 
t\ ~h·n.l of exertion, was lifted over a ridge of rocks 
into deoper water. During tho greater part of the 
morning, indeed. our canoe was continually striking 
ngl\iust ('ollC'calt'd rocks, or running on hidden sand­
hunks, but sustained no apparent damage by the 
1'~11lC'ul'!,Iion ; the ollly illeoU\~eniellco we experienced 
from it Wll~ tho fatiguing one of being obliged to 
't·t out nnd in ,,.henevcr it Wu.s found necessary. 
It till'rl'fore afforded us lUuch pleasme to be landed, 
t\hont two o'clock in the aftcrut.on, on the left 
b;\ltk of the rivcr. for we were heartily tired of 
nul' morning's work, and felt highly gratified that it 
WIl:-loyer. 

At Il short distnnco from the water's edge the 
('·\IU1\try was thickly studded 'with clusters of huts, 
which ultogoilior arc called the ,-illage of 800100~' 
I\lhl we took up our qua.rters in a large one, which 
1-1 u('orC':-;t the lauding-ph\ce. The inho.bitnnts rc­
St'IllLic HWy much tho i::-landers already spoken of; 
111(')' cultivate much laud and ca.tch vast quantitieti 
Ill' thh; but though they lire well. they are clothed 
't'ry iudiifenmtly, The only ornaments thoy wcar 
rut) mnde of th(' backbono of a. certain species of 
ti:dl. which arc tied round the loins and other pa.rts 
nt'tho bWy. Besides corn. &c., the inhabitants also 
grow immense quantities of onions, 001.1 they have 

~ :? 



228 FROM DOOSSA 

large store-houses full of these, ready to be exported 
to ditrerent parts of the continent. The price of 
an ouiou here is two cowries j at Katunga forty, and 
at Badagry they fetch so high a. price. as a hundred 
cowries each. , 

\V e were treated this afternoon with much hospi­
tnlity by them, and they did all in their power to 
render our short stay as agreeable as possible. 

Sunday, June 27tll.-Both of us D.,roke this morn­
ing rather unwell, which was most likely occasioned 
by our e:-.:posure to the tempest of Friday. The old 
chief of the village o.ccompanied us to the "mter'i3 
edge when we quitted om' hut for the purpose of 
embarking. nnd enjoined the" King of the Canoe" 
to be particularly careful of his charge. <I Co.reful ! .. 
answered the mnn j (I to be sure I will j do I not 
know that white men nre more precious than a. boat­
load of eggs, and require us much care to be taken 
of them?" 'Ve entreated the same man n. short 
time afterwards t,o be morc ncti\-e and diligent in 
the mauagemcnt of his canoe, for he "\tas rather in­
clined to be lnzy, and suffered every one to go before 
ours; but he replied gravely, "Kings do not travel 
so fnst as common men; I must convey you along as 
slowly as possible." __ 

,.yo had heard so unfavourable an account of the 
st.ato of tho rivel' at one particular placo which we 
shoul<l have to pass, that our people were compelled 
to disembark, and walk along the banks a considerable 
way till we had passed it, when we took them iu again. 
\Vo found tlle descript~on to be iu nowise exag­
gernted; it presented 1\ most forbidding appel\n'l.noe, 
and yi.elds only to the state of the Niger near Booss;) 
in difficulty and danger. On om· arrind at this for­
midable place, we diseoycred a. range of black rooks 
rWllliug directly aoross the strerun, and the water, 
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fiud,ing only One DalTOW passage, rushed through it 
with grei\,t impetuosity, overturning and carrying 
t\owny evorything in its course. Our boatmen, with 
tho assistance of a munber of the natives, who 
planted themsehrcs on the rocks on each side of the 
(lnly cha.nncl, and in the strea.m a.t the stern of the 
cnnoe, lifted it by main force into smoother and safer 
watcr, The In-st difficulty with respect to rocks and 
~nnd·bo.nks was now overcome, and in 0. very little 
timo wo caDle to the termination of aU the islands, 
after which. it. is sn.id, there is not a single dangerous 
fllneo up the Niger. The river bere presented its 
noblest appc&ro.nce j not a singlo rock nor sand·bank 
wa!l any whero perceptible i its borders resumed their 
hOl\ut~" and a strong, refreshing breeze, which bad 
hlowu during the wholo of the morning, now gave it 
thl" mntinn of Il ~lightly ngitatcd sea. In the course 
of tht' morning "·0 passcd two lovely little islands, 
dothOtl in ,.mturc, which at n. short distance looked 
n~ charming as the fabled gardeM of Hesperia; 
indl"cd no spot on ea.rth cnn excel them in beauty of 
Ilppcarancc. These islands are inhabited by a fow 
imli\"idurus, 

About elm-cn A.l1. we landed at the foot of a 
littlo yiUngo on the CRst ba.nk of the river, where 
nul' hOl'ses find men hnd arrived before us. n ero 
1\ little milk was presented to us by a Fnlatllh in 
tho sc."t\"icc of the sultan of Uoorie, n.nd we rested 
\\Ull cl' a large tree :lJ.l hour or two, uWt\iting the 
nrl'inu of carriers from th~ city of 1aoorie, who had 
1It.'('u sont for yesterday by one of the Boossa mes· 
s('ugcrs that had cba.rgo of our horses, These mell 
1\1'l'heJ. a.t tho Yillage between one nnd two o'clock in 
thl' afternoon, aud we immediately mounted and 
rode onwnrds. ~ 

The }lnth wns in a N,N.E. direction, and we 
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tril.vclled oyer a sterile country, which was gradually 
rising at every step, and abounded plentifully in game. 
The weather was oppressively warm, and we were 
obliged to refresh ourselves by halting occasionally 
Rnd resting in tlle shade. The soil, which £It first. 
wns so indifferont I1nd barren, improved grea.tly ns 
we drew near Yaoorie; and immense patches of 
lnnd, cultivated with a variety of corn, nlso with 
J'ice, indigo, cotton, &'c., were ,,;sibl0 on ovory side. 
Labourers were employed in these plantations, at­
t.omled by (\ drummer, that they might be excited, 
by the sound of his instrUUlent, to work well and 
hl'iskly. On attainiug the summit of a steep hill, wo 
rode oyor n vcry narrow po.thway, so much overhung 
by nn impenetrable thorny shrub, that there wns not 
room for more than one man to walk. This led us 
to the wn1l of Y1\oOl'ie, aud we entered the city 
through an amazingly strong passage, in which was 
nn immense door, co\'cred with ])la tes of iron, rudely 
fastened to tho wood~work, Wo were almost ex~ 
hn.ustcd with fatiguo ou our nrri"nl, insomuch that 
we excused ourselves D'om visiting n.nd paying our 
respects, to the sultn,u, n.ud we wQrc comlucted to a 
cOlwoniont hnbit;atioll, which hnd been propnred for 
us, Yaooric is I\bout eight miles N.N.E. fl"OlU tho 
villago n.t which we Inuded. 
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CIIAPTER IX. 
ROOlarb on tho RivQr--Intolligcnco of the r:lte of Mr. Park_ Hi~ 

GUll \lbllliued-Yisil to tbo Sultan-Unaucccuful Application 
rot Mr. Pllrk', Pnpt.·rs-Tho Kingdom aod Cit)" of Ynooric 
(lnd It I Na.tives_The SlIlt.'\o's Son-Insurgents-The Sulilln'~ 
J)~ulthtc"-i\lischiof of tho 'Yidow ZlImn-Applirotion of ~hl!l 
l'l'l\vdlen to the King of Doo!l!a.- Wnn in NOliffic-Pro\Tince~ 
of lliiu ... a-Dotcntion of the Tt-avcllcLlI-Thc Sultnuof-Yaool'i~ 
-IIi. OhllI'3.ctor-li'arowcll Visit. 

"'nil the exccption of the dangerous rocks at 
U'ln',I'\1\., wo weN informcll that, during our four days 1 

rt\8inl!'~ up tho rirol', we bad passed all the roo~t 
tliOi\,'lut places in it; ueither rocks nor snnd-bauks, it 
i.i suid, b~illg either i\bovc Yaooric, or bolow Boossil, 
\\\. hil\,C :;laid nothing of tho course of the river, 
hC('l\u"c it is prcttJ well understood that this city lie-s 
UCllfly due north of lloossa; and also that, notwith­
~tAndil\g its winilings and the number and variety of 
it~ channels, tho Niger or Quorro. flows past Boossa 
in n single undivided chauuel. In its natural bcd, 
when uninterrupted by rocks and other impediments. 
thll riv!.!\' runs at this time of the year at the rate of 
hdwl't.'D one ond two miles in an hour: whenoycr it 
i:s ob~tructcJ by thew, 110wo\'or, the velocity of thc 
l..'lll'\'l..'ut is considorably increased. Although, during 
tll(' lir)' ~('nson, no eOlllDlWlication or intercom'se is 
JUnintaiucd by water between Boos&\, anti the eOUll­
tril..'~ or l'tu.tcs lower down the riYer, by reason of the 
duugcrous r\.'Cks which hnyo been .\lr~ady alluded to 
mort) than onee i yd in the wet season, after the 
.. 11nlc{\" (or fourteen dnys' ince~nDt rain) has set 
in, whon all the riYers which arc dry during the 
rcwtUl\uor of thCl year, pow' their oycrplus into the 
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<c Great Father of 'V (l t.Ol'S," as tho Niger is omphati. 
cally styled, thou canoes, it js snid, pass to nnd fro 
botwecn Y1\oorio, Nottffie, Dooss<\, find FWlda. It is 
immediately after the ,I Malen.," also, that. the Niger, 
by tho depth and volocity of its current, sweeps 06' 
tho rauk gruss, which springs up annually ou its 
bOI'dcl'8. Evory rocl{ and every low island is then 
completely covered, n.od may bo passed OVOI' in cnnocs 
without difficulty. or evon apprehension of danger. 
Tho cntol'pril:liug Mr. Pork must havo had (l. thouSllnd 
difficulties to 0\'01'00010 in hil:i voyngo down tho Niger. 
It was I\.bout this tilllo of tho )'CUl' tbnt be ftl'l'h'cd 0.1. 
Yil.ool'io, nnd the rjvcr, it is snid, wus then about the 
!:lame hoight us it is at present. Tho cnnoc·mcn, 
who iu nll probability woro his slnves, woro snid to 
bo ciHlined to t.he cnnoo, in order to pro vent their 
rllllnlllg awny i his ])ilot wus unacquainted with the 
riYer nlly fm·ther, and therefore he roceh'ed his wages 
hol'o in Y:toorio, nnd I'OilU'lled to his own COlmtry ; 
lind l\k PUl'k, with a comllanion nnd throo whito 
boys, contilllled their jom-uey down tho Nigel' without 
nn)' person whahwCI' to point out tho snfcst ohannel, 
or WIH'1l I.hem of thoir danger. When tho aooidont 
happe1led ht Boossn by whioh they lost their lives. it 
is said they pl'ciel'l'cd boing drowned, to Q..yoid, 0.8 they 
imngiuo(\, I~ moro dreadful death. 

Muny YClwa ago, (\ laJ'go bont arrived at Yaoorio 
on a t~'l\ding "oyago from rrimbuctoo. lIavlug dis­
posed of thoLr morchundiso, tho boatmen returned to 
thoir eO\l1l1l'Y by hllld , becauso thoy assorted that 
tho oxortion of working their vessel baok so groat n 
distanco ngniust tho Bt.I'CI\lll wus too lllllCb fol' t.beru, 
and thol'eforo thoy 10ft it behind at yaool'ie. 

Jlfondll!h J WUJ 28tl,.-1.1bis morning wo wore 
\'isited by tho ohiof of tho Amhs of this oity. who (if 
suoh a titlo OllU bo llseu with Pl'Ol)rioty) is Prilllll 
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Mlnisl<.'l' to the Sulta.n, IIe is 0. "cry old mnn, as 
dnrk liS l\ native; and wus dressed in the costume of 
his countrymell, 'which is very becoming, His beu.rd 
wo.s long, n.nd as white as snow, and 11 ~iugular tuft of 
hair, which 'WIlS direotly under the lower lip, (lid not 
look muoh unlike the tail of a white mouse, Though 
toothless, the old man was yet very communicative 
ond intl'Uigent, and, among othcr things, he informed 
\IS that Mr, Park did not 'visit Ihe city of 11).001"ie, but 
Tt'Ulllincd in his canoe at the village where we landed 
yesterday. n.nd despatched It messenger in his stead 
to the sultan, with", suita.blc present. This Arab had 
hcl'u ~cnt by tho sultan to the yillage with presents 
ill rdul"ll; and, by bis description of Mr. Pru'k's dress, 
he must haye worn the laced tobe that we receiyed of 
tho King of DoosSI.\, and which IDay account for tbe 
fo.cilit,)' with which we obtained it, as well as the, 
rclut'tancc of the king to cnter into an expht-uation of 
the manuel' in ,vhich his ancestor had got possession 
of i t. Mr. Pnrk is stated to have been drowned in 
this SlUDe uress. The A.rn.b informed us that he had 
in his po...~ession a cutlass and a double-barrened gun, 
wWch was lJurt of i\'Ir. Park's present to the sultan. 
\Yo ex prossed a w"ish to look at these weapons, CLnd 
thoy",'-ore immediately sent for. The gun was very 
oxcellent, find handsomely lUouuteu j nnd we oftared 
our own fowling-piece in excha.nge for it; which was 
ChCH, .. rfully ngreed to, but not till nfter the sult.-m's 
cousent had, in the first plnee, been obtained. 

Not long aftor the old Arab had tlloken his leave of 
U{'l,. so'ernl of his country-people, of much fairer com­
plexions, CUlUC to pay their respects j lUld alllong thom 
was a ,rOUllg UlaD llamod Ali, who nrr'h-od in this city 
ycslerd"),, in ten dtlYS, from Soocatoo, having stopped 
to tmdc on the road. . 

'1l ho jOUJuey frolU honco to the city of Soccatoo, 
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wllen 110 sloppogo is ml\.<1o on tho l'Ol1d, moy ensily bo 
,\.ucomplishod in 6"0 dn)'s only j and this is tbo l'oglllnl' 
Limo t.ho nntivcR toko to go t,bOI'C. 1<oolfu is two cluys' 
jow'noy rl'om Y1\ool'io. He l'Ol)l'osoutcd himsolf n-& 
ouo (lj' I.ho At'uta thn~ nccompl\llicd Mnjo)' Donhnul, 
OnVtitin OlnpportOIl, nnd thoil' plwLy, oYor tho Desort 
fl'om ll/ourztri', in Fozr,on, to DOl'lIoll, 

LI\ r.t night tho Au!tu.n sent us n bullock, n nno lnrgc 
shoop of 1\ poculinl' spocioJ!, tho handsomest wo oyer anw; 
n gol'one qunntity of mi1l{, nnd ao,'oml huudl'ed.woigbt 

~~:ti~\o l;O,~~\'~/~\i~o °r~:~::~l~i~\'~l:~~~o~;~~oa jl~.:~t:. tm'koy 
'1'Ulj.~d(t.lJ, JllIW 2Dtll.-'l'his ovoning, by closil'0, wo 

wont t,o }lfty 0\11' I'OSpoot& to tJtO sultt\ll. \\'0 soon 
IIl'l'i\'od I\t tho plllnco, whicu is a. vory h\l'go building. 
01' rnthol' i\ got'OllI) ofbnildiugs, enclosed by 0, lligh wnU; 
Iwd (lit1tUoulItillg, wo W01'O )ll'osontlycollduoto(l through 
0. low 1\\'011110 fOl'llled by pilll\l's, which wns us dl1,l'k as 
U Allbtol'l'llll00nS pnssngo, Thi~ led lo 1\ 11ll'go squal'o 
Y,\1'(l, which wo ontol'od, I,nel found it, to oQuummic(l.to 
with 111\) SU1(,\1) 'f! fq)I\\'tmonts by tho l\uu.,bol' of 
dOlncst,ics tlu\t WOI'O hlll'I')'ing I\bou~, Severn) 1>0(1)10 
won) sit,MlIg on tho g rouud, but wo WOI'O obligod to 
Atnl\d fl, long timo, during whi.ch n l)J'otonncl silc.noo 
wns Pl'OStW\'cl1, IlOel no tlll0 wns polito onough t.o eftol' 
IlS 1\ lUi\L to sit on, AL leugth wo roooived a SUUl­

mons to ,ldvnnco, ilnd worc 'I\~rod"ccd iuto nllOthor 
N\lllfil'(\, Vtwy much l'cflOmblillg it clclm flw!l.,.ynl'd, 
Ho1'O W(\ disco\,ol'(1d tho Bull-fill sitting n101\0 in tho 
0(11111'0 of tho sq\U\.l'O, 011 tl l)ltlin piooo of 6nl'poting, 
with 1\ l)il\ow 01) I,)I\oh sido o· him, (Hld ft llOi\t b1'l\38 
111,1\ in h'CHlt, Hili fl})1)01\1'1\1\00 wns not only n1CLn" but 
n.bliolntoly sq\Jt\ \id 1\1\<1 did,y. Jilo is n big-hoIHlod, oor­
}Hllon .. 11'nd jolly.looking 1\\1'\1\, woU sLriukon ill )rOf\l'8 : 

nnd, though' t.hN'O is aomothing h L\.\'s~ \ nlHl fOl'bhhting 
i1\ his OOU1\tOUf1.noO, yot h o WfUs gOUQl'nlly il.mWng 
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Ilu riug the conference. Tho eOllYersation commenced 
in the- usual complimentary way j' and then our object 
in .isiting Yaoone was briefly a.nd indirect.Iy hinted 
lit. \\llcu we asked him whether he did not send 
fl Icttor to the hI,to Captain Clapperton while that 
officer was at Koolfn, in which he had affirmed that 
hi, Ltul certain books and papers in his possession 
which bQlongcd to Mr. Park. he appeared very much 
t'onfu!-Ied. After thiuking J.tud hesitating a good 
"hile, he answered, with an affected laugh. U How 
Ill) you think tha.t I could havo the books of a per­
SilO tllat wns lost n t Booaan ? " and this wns all he 
sniJ on the subject. He subsequently "ished to 
know the rcm~on that Calltaiu Clapperton refused to 
ri~it him when be passed through tho country; but 
1\1\)ro especially why, after his death, I had not paid 
hun that mark of respect on my roturn to the coast 
from 'oecatoo. My repl~- to him was. that I had 
h,~cu told thn~ he wns tho greatest.- monarch in the 
('OlUltry, and thorofore I shonld havo felt ashamed to 
hart.) ;isitcd him with the trilling present which I 
hau to of Tel'. as ho might. consider it an insult to his 
digl\it~-. A frown of disapprobation settled on his 
cOlUltennncc at hearing this, and he sharply rejoined, 
that he was l)crfectly well acquainted with the Da.ture 
llnd nuue of the presents which had been made to 
tho HUi.OUS chiefs I had "isited; but that if I had 
nnthiug to offer him. it was my duty. and should have 
\l(,C11 my first care. to ho.Ye paid my respects to him at 
la.oorie. 11ere tho con\'ersation was abruptly ended; 
tho sulttlll was more than half inclined to be angry with 
\11>\; and wc were not at all sorry to be rcconducted to 
the Opl:'ll air. 

)l ~edne~da.If, June a€lth.-This morning I carried 
the !'mltan's present to him; but it was yery coldly 
rl'CC\Hxl. I :.;t.o.tcd, that by re3,$on of the selfishness 
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and bad faith of the chief at the sea-side, and the 
length of the journey from thence, the presents we 
had brought from England were nearly aU expended; 
insomuch that we found it would be impossible to 
reach Bornoll without receiving an additiOl~al supply 
of goods, which in our present situation we had no 
oppoliounity of obtaining; and that this being tIle case, 
we had no other resource left but to get to t.he salt 
water, when our wants would be promptly supplied. I 
observed that going down the riYcr in a canoe would 
be the easiest and best means of effecting this object; 
to which the sultan replied, that the price of a canoe 
would be a htmdrcd dollars; but he was told tha,t we 
had not property enough to purchase onc. The road 
overland to Funda, by way of Koolfu or Guarie, was 
then~ mentioned, and the sultan promised to send us 
thither in two or three days. Here the conversation 
ended, and I took my lea,,,o. 

The young Arab from Soccatoo ,.jsited us again 
to-day, and presented us with dried dates which he had 
brought from.Fezzan, and a quantity of trona. Ali is a 
handsome and intelligent young man, and is extremely 
open and communicneive. But aU his good qualities 
are cast in the shade by a mean and rapacious habit 
of begging, which he displays in COlllDlon witnhis 
countrymen who reside here, and which has disgusted 
and displeased us more ehun oncc. He tcUs us that 
he is 011 his way to AlbrieJ in Yarriba, wit.h goods and 
horses for sale; but he is suspected to be a spy seut 
by Bello to oxamine the fort.ifications, and ascertain 
the state of public feeling in the city, with intelligence 
of whieh he is to l'eeurn to him. 

Thursday, July lst.-Yesterduy nothing occurre<l 
worthy of observation, nor has unything taken plnco 
to-day which requires more than a passing reDlOl'~' 
Tho sultan sent us ten old guns to cleun and repan' 
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thil'\ tnorning; we are unable to exeoute the latter 
purl of his commands, but fo rtunately the mulatto 
who ,\('companied us from Bndagry is fully competent 
to the task, n.nd in such cases always acts in our 
IIIt('3.U. The sultan seut for P ascoe two hours l'I.£tor­
wards, n.nd desired him to ask us for medicine to e\U'e 
1:101'(' eyes and comphkoints in the bowels. "We are 
pc~torcd. with such itpplico.tions fiS these all day long. 
PtU,\'OO ombraced the opportunity of making inquiries 
of the snltan concerning the lost papel's of :Mr. Park, 
as 'we bad desired him ; but he shook his head, and 
would say nothing about tho matter, and immediately 
l:"ilift(Ht the convorsation to another subject. This 
princ~ assumes moro consequence than o.uy chief or 
monnrch that we hlH'e yet seen; he never receives a 
vigil hut h() t.'Xl\Ct~ from tho visitor the most humili· 
ating forms of I\~dress; and even when tho Arabs 
t.hotnsclvell obtnin an audience, they are obliged to 
tldiYlW Wllll,t fhey haro to sny to him on their knees.. 
f'crho,ps he expected 1\ similar scn<lc position from 
Ull. for such his countenance seemed to indicate, but 
",un,torer might have beeu his expeotation, we bad 
no notion of deUlcaning ourselves so grossly in his 
prosouco. Siuot) our llorriyul in this oity, my brother 
tlml I lun-o becn yo!'y seriously indisposed. as might 
be c\:}l('cted. for the nil' is humi.d lloud unwholesome, 
heing iUlllrcgnnt('cl with alitUn-nncl' of noxious effluvia, 
from tho swnUlpy naturc of the soil at this senson of 
the yea,1', and the nutUber of largo pools of impure 
\\"tl,tor ,,,hieb exist more or less ill overy quarter of 
the tOWll. 

Frida/! . July 2Ild.-It is rnther unfortuullote for 
u:;. that ~o imlllense a quantity of needles was distri­
hutL-tl through tho country by tho last mission i tho 
m~\rket here is even now completely overstocked 
with them. so tho.t wo find it difficult to dispose of 
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ours for a quarter of their value. In Yarriba and 
elsewhere, it was a general practice wit.h us to poy 
tho CD.1Ticrs of our luggage with needles only, ·but 
here we arc endeavouring to dispose of t·hem in order 
to purchase provisions for our people. 'We brought 
with us froUl Englnnd nearly a hundred thousand 
noedles of various sizes, and amongst them was 0. 

great quant.ity of It \Vhitechapel sharps," warJ;1luted 
"superfine, and not to cut in tJ10 eye!" Thus 
highly recommended, we imagined thnt t,hese needles 
must hnvo been excellent indeed; but what was Ollr 

surprise SOOla timo ago, when a UlIDlher of them 
which we had disposed of, was returned to us wit.h l\ 

complaint tha,t they wore n,ll eyeless, thus redeeming 
with n vengeance the pledge of the manufacturer, that 
thoy H would not cut in the eye, ,) On an examina­
tion aftcrwn.rds, we found the sruue fn,ult with tbD 
remainder of the "'Vhitechapel sharps)!) so that to 
savo our credit we have been obliged to throw them 
away. Om' best, and nlmost only resom'CC, hns been 
in the mew1 buttons attached to our English clothes. 
tI'heso, when l)olished brightly, look weU, and have 
completely won t,he peoIlle of all ranks, from t,he 
sultan to t,he sluYe. who frcely oirer t,hree or four 
hunch'ecl cowries each for tl\Ose with silver gilt; and 
doublo t,hltt sum for ono with gold gilt; whereas for 
n. good looking-glass we CUll ollly obtain three hlUldred 
cowries, Our clothes are nearly all stripped of their 
hnttons j and we now place our dependence for futu.rc 
Stlpport principully on 1\ quantity of Hycry nod soldiers' 
buttons, which are, how0\,e1', rut,hol' dun and dirty, 
and will requiro many hours' labotu' bcfm'c they nUnin 
any degroo of brightness. . 

Suuday. JU~1j 4tlt.-Ye:>tol'duy Wi\S bnrren of inci­
uent of any kind. To-day I visited the sldtnn to 
make i\. lust n})plication for Mr. Plwk's paVers. Ho 
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! ,\ ould g1'<c no declsil'o answer ; but in the course of 
Ill!' tiny, be said he would tell tho chlof of t he J~mb8 
t'\"l'rJtiling rola.tive to th~m, and would send him to 
IH \\ith the information. Accordingly, in the after. 
UIIU11, tho old man came llS commanded; but instead 
of dollv('ring the expectod communication, he said 
thnt wo ijhould certainly inspect the books to·mo:r:row; 
nnd in the lUenu time, the sultan would thank u::s to 
~dl him ~omo gunpowder, nnd whatever red cloth we 
l\Ii~ h t hare left. 1'his refinement in begging, or, in 
nt lwr words, this mean rn'lJMiousuess on the part of 
the !:lllltao. was noyer more .... pparent than in tbis 
m~tllncc. lie had pre\-ion~.}y requested u.s to sell 
him a quantity of beads, &e., to which he e:\.-presscd 
II \\il:lh thnt we sho\11d affix our own price. """c did 
"0 ; hut un ,tpplying for pnyment, be hM uniformly 
Illturnl'ti for Iltl8Wl'l', thil.t we bud asked too large a. 
~lIm for thllse articles. Notwithstanding this, we 
gonH' thC' Arnb tbe powder Bud red oloth which he 
had l'l'quC'llted ill the llamo of his mUl)tCl', with a. mes· 
Jill\~O thnt tho sulbtn wus at liberty to gi"e whateyer 
lw thought Ill'olll,'r for them. Instend, ho,,·tCyer. of 
rl'hu'ning us the money, he hus kept the goods witb­
out mn.king the slightest acknowledgment; and 'sent 
un l'UlH\ch ill ilie cycoing to beg a. few necelles, which 
vI' COOnie it would be impolitic to refuso . 

. IJol/{io.l/ . Jul!1 5th.-It has rained very hen'\'"ily all 
tIllY. insomuch that on our parts we could not yisit 
tlw 8nltnn. oor could n mcssenger come from him 
tQ ll~. 

J'11('~"-filll/, JII1" 6m.-This forenoon we sent Pascoe 
with a mcs~ie to thc sultan, tht\t we earnestly 
wi~h('d to r('cl.'i\-C' tl. nU;ll [inJ decish'c answer ,,;th 
rt'gnnl to the rC::Itorntion of _Mr. Park's IHlpers. which 
W\' {kdul'ed to haye been the solc object of our visit­
ing- him, a.nJ that it WAS om desu'c to quit Yaoorie 
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immediately. This bold, and to us unusual lnnguagc, 
seemed to have surprised and startled t,be sult-an, and 
he instantly despatched the old Arab to inform us, 
that .. he declared to G-d in the most solemn man­
ner, that he had neyer had in his possession, nor seeD, 
any books or papers of the 'V'hite travellers that pe­
rished at Boossa." The Arab like'l'o;se assured us 
that we were at liberty to proceed on our journey 
whenCYCl' we should think proper. Thus, notwith­
stauding nIl the false hopes which t,be sultan artfully 
hel(l Qut to us, that Mr. Park's papers were actually 
in his l)ossessioD, his letter to Captain O1appe1'too, 
which expressly stated this to be the case, and the 
pitiful shuffling which he has displayed to keep us so 
long in suspeus~ with respect to nny true informa­
tion, it appears then, without doubt, that he hus not, 
and never has had, u single book 01' pa.per ill the Eng­
lish language. ilis only motive for the dustnrdly 
conduct he has displayed could hit\'e been neither 
more nor less than the hope of getting us into his 
power by Ulisrepresentat.ion and falsehood, in order to 
obtain some of the European articles wInch we had 
ill our possession. That the sultan has succeeded so 
well witJ:t us has not been our fault entirely; but even 
now he is by no menns satisficd, nor is it likely that he 
will be whilst we remain with him, It is fL satisfaction 
at leost for us to knoW' that the long-sought papers 
ore at present nowhere in existence. 

HTednesda!/. July 7th.-yaoorie is n. large, flou­
rishing, and united. kingdom. It is bOlmeled on tho 
cast by Hfrusso... ou the west by EOl'goo, ou the north 
by Gubbio. and on the south by the kingdom of 
Nouffio. The crown is hereditary. and the goycl.'n­
ment an absolute despotis.m. The former sultan was 
doposed by his subjeqts for his yiolont mcnsures and 
goneral bad couduct j and tho prosent ruler, who 
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i I'll('c('{'{h,,{l him, has reigned for the long p~riod of 
thirty-nine yet\ l's. 'l\he sulta.n has a strong Q!ilitary 
force, \\'hi"h has successfully repelled, it is said" ,the 
rflpeatcd attncks whicb the ever-restless FnJu.tahs fOr: I 

t\ llulUb~l' of yenrs past mnde on the city and kingdom 
uf Yhool'ic: it is now employed in a remote pro"ince 
in '1.tH,"lling a rising insurrectiou, occasioned partly 
from tho inability of the natives to pay their nceus­
lllmed tribute, and partly from the harsh measures 
adopted hy tho sultan to compel them to do so. The 
~'itJ of Yaooric is of IH'odigious extollt. and is sup­
llO~('d to be as populous as auy other in the whole 
{'ontiUl'1lt, or M least that part of it which is visited 
hy tJ.\1.l trading ... ~l'l\bs. Its wall ia high aud ,rery' 
1'Xl'olk·nl. thou,gh tundo of cLn.y alone, and may be 
bdw{"'ll twellty and thirty miles in circuit j and it 
h~\ l,ight \'lU\t cutrOJlc('-gntes or doors, which are 
,\c-U forti tied aftor the lUll-nUer of tho cOlmtry. The 
inhnbit ;u\ts mnnufnctmc a yc~ry course and inferior 
~I)rt of gunpowder. which . ho,,"o,'er, is the best, and 
'H' bdieve tho only manufll.Ctol'Y of the kind in this 
rlllrt of lho l'ouutry: bosides which they make very 
1\1't\t Slltldlcs, country cloth, &c. j and they grow 
indigo, tobu.cco, onions, wheat. aud ditl'ereut kinds of 
grain; and rust qlH\ntities of rice, of superior quality, 

The inhnllih\nhl hayo likewise horses, bullocks. 
A'onh. &c,. but notwithstanding their iudustry nnd the 
otl\l\ntogcs wh.ich they enjoy, thoy ;)1'0 vcry roody 
(·Iad, hare- littlc moncy. n.ull arc perpetually complaiu~ 
u~ of their btu} condition. Au indifferent lUurket is 

hdll in the city dnily lImler commodious sheds. in 
hich the aho\'c ortides are oilcrl.>d for sale. 
T}w heitt.'r sort of woruen, or those thll-t cnn afford 

ime tH\li money for the purpo~e. wcar their hair 
ll.\tt<"'lt \"cr~' in,~t.'nionsl~'. nnd uyed blue with indigo; 
till'ir lip>l. nrc likcwiso stl\ined yellow Ilnd blue, which. 

'Vl. I. R 
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gives them an inexpressibly odd appearance; and 
their eyes are blackened with powdered aut.imony, or 
something of the same nature and properties, whicb 
is imported from a place called Jacoba. This is in 
general use, 'bot only here, but in every other place 
which we have 'risited. 

The use of bennah is as general at Yaoorie as 
elsewhere; the more opulent femnles make use of 
this most beautiful dye in profusion: they simpl)' 
apply the pounded leaves of tbis plant to the teeth, 
and to the finger and toe nails; for the latter it is 
made int.Q a. kind of poultice, a.nd in the eTening is 
put on those parts, and remains till tllext morning. 
'rhe poorer sort of femules, howeycr- frOUl necessity, 
we suppose, rather than from inclination- make uso 
of neither of these ornaments to enhance their natural 
charms; and, save tattooing. they have no personal 
embellishments whato\·er. 

The sultan's residence, as well as the houses of 
many of the principal inhnbit-nnts of the city, are 
two stories in height, having thick and clumsy st.airs 
of clay lending to the u})per apartments, whicb are 
rather lofty; and, together with rooms on the ground­
floor, have doorways sufficiently large to enable n 
person to enter them without putting himself- to the 
inconvenience of stooping. The principal part of the 
houses are built in the circular or coozie fashion, but 
t.he inhabitants have a few square ones; nnd thc 
sultan's nrc of 110 regular form whate"er. It may 
be considered somewhat singullu' that the genernlitJ 
of the natives of western and central. ond we believe 
also of nort.hern Africa, "moisten the floors of their 
huts M(l the inside of their walls wit.h a solution of 
COW-dWlg and water, two 01' tlu'ee times a duy, or as 
often us they can find the materials. >I H Though 
disagreeable to the smell of au EUl'OpeOll, this keeps 
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Hit' int1,.·nor of 1\' dwelling as cool ns it is dark." 
W(' shouhl havo thought that Dr. Johnson, from 
"hom this quotation is taKen, was speaking of the 
IItltiyc dwelliogs of this part of the world, instead of 
tho'!", of tho East lowes, so exactly does he describe 
tlwlIl. 

lktwcen tho clusters or nssemblages of huts in 
r~ooriQ thoro is n considerable quantity of fertile 
bnd, whicll is left for cnttle to graze on, or for the 
JlIlrp{l~e8 of husbandry and agriculture. 

1'hcrc itJ 1\ groat "ariety of trees within the walls 
tJf tilt' city, ('onsisting of the lime, the palm, the 
mlctulnnln, I d tho date; but the latter, though it 
npp('nT8 wry lux\U'iaut, never wns known to bear 
fruit The 11u\m trce adorns the banks of the Niger, 
nnd iU('rt'IU'I.'" in q\ll\lltity the further we advance up 
iiiI' ri\'~'r; )'I.,t that variety of it which bears the 
l'O(,nl\-mlf i~ nowh~r(' to be seen, owing, most likely, 
to tht.' di:!tnnr\' from the sea.. For a. renson already 
gi\ \'1) in a preceding part of this J ournnl, no proper 
I:~timtltion ('IUl bo fonucd of the number of inha.bitants 
whidl laoorl\.' (.'outnins, but it is surprismgly great. 

TIIi.!"'s.ilf!! (Inri F,-ida.1l, July 8th and 9tlt.-During 
hoth th(':-;c days we htwe been honoured with long 
\"i~it~ fron\ tho sultan's daughters. eldest son, and 
",i~tcr : t1u;~ fnl'cs of tho former arc familiar, because 
dll',\ \'I'lll(' to,) ~ee us eyery day_ The old Arab also 
\I'-lil\·d I\~ on Thursday morning, to pay his respects, 
I\('clmliug to bis custom; but when he entered 
thl' ap.,rt\Ucnt nnd diseovered the heir-apparent in 
elllH t'l'~ntioll with us. he seemed surprised and dis­
pl.'a~f'd. and immediately ordered the young man to 
quit the apnrtment with his suite, which Wll.S instantly 
tl\w~·t."d b~' the prince, without a sylla.ble of complaint 
tIl" Ji,;,npl'fOh(\tiQu at this peremptory command. 'Ye 
I'uk('(}u,mtly desired an c~lnno.tion of such arbitrary 

R~ 
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conduct on the part of the Arab, and he infOimed us, 
in answer, that it was done in order to prevent the 
young mnn from soliciting us for POiSOD, which he 
might employ in the destruction of his fat.her's life,­
so suspicious arc the sovereigns of this country of t.he 
intentions of e\'en their own children. 

The sult.an has sent to inform us that he will be 
occupied three da.ys in \\Titing to the king of England 
an eXj)lanatiou of his conduct with respect to Mr. 
Park's papers; and he woulel therefore thank us 
to rema.in in Yaoorie till the e,xpiration of that 
period. 

A fattlkie, which left this city for Koolfu this 
(Friday) morning, hud orders' from t.he sultan to 
return while they were on their journey; and they 
accordingly re-ent.ered Yaoorie in the afternoon. It 
is reported that the ringleader of the insurgents in 
Enga"ski-the province in which the customary 
t.ribute was refused to be paid-left t.he rebels a short 
time ago to fight for t.bemsclYes, and fled to the 
kingdom of Nouffie. On bis arriyul he besought the 
Magin. to assist him against the soldiers of Yaool'ie, 
o.nd succeeded so far, that assistance wus promised 
llim by the Nouffic king; but as soon as this news 
had reached Engnrskie, the sultan's soldiers all 
deserted t·heir posts, and returned to him without 
delay. Both these dass tho meu have been entering 
the city; and they bave brought with them. only 
between forty and fifty slaves. Tliis is the renson 
that the fatakie worc stopped on their way to Koolfu i 
and in aU probability, if the neWs be b:uc, it will 
likewiso rdl'ect aur journey thither. 

This evening the w:1r-dl'UIIl was sounded outside 
the sultan's h.ouse; the noise of wrn.ch is 'uot pecll· 
liru:ly loud ot' dissollunt, and is n. much more 
ci'vilized kind of souu.d than the ~t.atltlillg war·cry of 
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till' p('orlo of Y nniba and llorgoo. 'rhe sultan bas 
jutlt "'('lit w-ord that he ,,';'8be8 to see us to-morrow 
Lllonlin~ ('onccrning the price of the red cloth wbicb 
he rc(,ontly pmchnsed of us; and at the snme tilDe he 
(h·t4in t.o 8ce Q. specimen of eacb kind of button in 
IIUI' po ~(,f;~ion. because he has n. great inclination to 
purchMc f\, flllantity, or the whole of them, for the 
U:il' uf himself and fnmily, By the mun that brought 
II~ thi" message, he sent us, for the first time, n. 
flumbt.l1' of goora nuts, nlleging, as an excuse for not 
ntl'orillg us any before, thnt he did not irnnginc that 
\ 'hri~tii\u):; liked them . 

.... ·.,/lIrdllll. Jlthl lOtll.-llorse·soldicrs are continu­
IIlI£ to tlni;'c by ~IOC and two at a time from Engnrski, 
Dud till.' dcau hVtly of one of their captains has like­
wi~ .. l)l't~n hroug-ht into the city. This individual 
t I\lU\~ 11.\ hill lh'uth in mther n. mysterious manner, 
in:-olllUt·h that tilt', llUblic opinion is diyided on the 
lSuhjp<'t; som(' sn~'illg that be fell 1 y an arrow, and 
1,thl'r~ Rl'"crtiu with equal con~dence tha,t he was 
}lui"(I\ll'tl by hi::! wife, who, after the consummt\tioll 
I.r Iwr crull(', Bcd to the embraces of an Arab who 
hod h"('1\ hcr loyer before her marriage with the 
,kl·t'll!o!l-d. 

nUl'ing the war, which has continued these four 
mnnlh. ... Ute loss on the part of Yaoorie has been 
nhout 1\ ht\lf-dozon mcn killed; find the slaughter 
(lit th l, rart of the rebela, it is saill, has been no 
k~~. rrhis t'.1nguillary contest is a specimen of their 
\rl\rfan.', so that there will HCyer be nny grcat 
,lallj.!'l'r of depopulation from foreign wars or domestic 
hn'il~. 

Th(' sultan has been ehut up in his bouse all dilY, 
IU\11 will not be spoken to, owing to the ill-success of 
IIII' El'lgnrski expedition; but though this circulU­
.. tnTH't' is pubHcl.'- knowu. the inhabitants of the city 
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ha.ve shol'o'll no il~cliuation to mourn with their 50";­
reign: on the contrary, they have been employed 
in making a H herJ.:a" (blessing) for' the safe return of 
the warriors, aod feasting. rejoicing, and merriment 
were f)'ccly indulged io, this evening. iJ:l consequence. 
In the midst of their jollity, however, the people 
were thrown into confusion oJ a rumour, that the 
"clashing of o.l'tUS" was heard in KooIfu, or, in other 
words, that preparations were making in that city for 
n. great war; that FaHttahs rmel Nouffio men were 
assam bUng there from aU quarters j and that they 
were on the eve of making it. fierce attack either on 
vVowow or the metropolis of Engarski; but which of 
theso cities is to be devoted to destruction no onc caD 
tell. Groups of people are expressing their hopes tlnd 
fears iu 'whispers, in every part of the city. 

Sunday, Jutg lltli..-Having been sent for, }, 
visited the sultan to~day with a piece of red cloth, 
two pair of scissors, a quantity of buttons, find it 

cflnister of pow del', 'Vhen introduced, I found him 
cheerful and mcrry, and bis good~humour continued 
throughout oW" intervio\Y, He observed, that the 
war whioh was just terru.inated had cost bim a great 
deal of money, so that he l'egretted his inability to 
pay so la,rgo a sum for the articles as I bad demanded. 
At length, after a little civil contention on bow 
sides, fl, bargain was made, by t.he sultan's agreeing 
to giyo twenty~fi\TO thousand cowries for the powder, 
scissors, and red cloth, and two hundred cowries for 
every little button t.hat wo havo, which he prefers to 
the larger ones. F our hundred wore asked j but us 
these little buttons are tho commonest· sort, and htlVO 

been besides much worn, I did not long hesitate in 
acceding to his terms, In allusion to our depnrhlrc, 
the sulton obsen'ed, that tho pnth was dangerous; 
but whell tho obstacles Should be l"emo,'ea l which 
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would doubtless be in a fow days, and when his letter 
to tho monarch of England should be written, we 
might quit bho city without fUl'thcl' delay, for which 
iutl'lligcncc I thanked hlm. and took roy leave. 

'Ph\.· sultan sent us a large ostrich a dn,.. or two 
ngn, to look at, and subsequently offered to give it to 
u~; but as this immense bird would require two 
ur thn.'C' mon to take care of him on the road home­
"nrdR, wo declined to take him, and could only thank 
tho ~ultan for his intended kindness. 

J.1{onrlu!I, JUZ'I 12th.-Nothing of consequence has 
ol'curred to-day in the city. The greater part of the 
morning was cmployeJ in cleanillg and polishing the 
hntlol\>I IH'omiscd to the sultan, who had seut for 
lhllnl bl,fol'o they woro finished. Two or three of 
hill cttHI~ht('r~ arc ollr daily "lsiters, and they trifie n. 
gOlld liL-lll of their timo away in our cOmptllly. 'l.'hey 
~omdilHes bring with them a pleasant intoxicating 
liclu\Jr culled. "booza" (a kind of b 'or), which they 
nth.'l' U~ to drink; but they cOlltrive to get tipsy with 
it tholll!lch'cs, 'l.'hcso Indies are occasionally so trou­
blc::Iom0. that wo arc obliged to fright~n them away 
with our pistols. 

1'UI'.""'!', JU(I/ 13th.-The "great war," for which 
thert' "t\~ saili to have been such mighty preparations 
in X~lutlk and which caused so much consternation 
in ,hi~ city t\n en:mlug or two ago, hM tOl"ruiuntcll in 
the capture ofa h~rd of the king of Wowow's bulloch 
I.'l ~a.r thl" wn.lls of his town. The }lIUlhlorcl's. it is said, 
Wel"l.' illl'itt"'d to undel'tuko this predator), excursion. 
by till' r('presentations of that wicked and turbulent 
Wlllllnn. widow- Zl1UlU, through the o,A"Ol1cy of her 
son, who. since his elopement from "row-ow, bus 
bl'CH rl''1iciing in some part of Nouffic. The "~ido,,,· 
iml\g'iu~l thnt she was uot safe in B(lOe;Stl. after thi~ 
IDt\licious nct, and she left that city l1nd fled to a 
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town in the province of Engarski. But the got'crnor 
refused her his protectiou, and sent her back again 
to BooEsa with UD escort.; and the king, in all pro­
bability, will either deliver her into the hands of 
t.he monarch of '\Vowow. in which case she will lose 
her head, or he will hn:rc her sevorely punished at 
Boossa. 

1'ho sult.all told us to-day, in plain 8D(1 decisive 
terms, that he can send us neither by way of Koolfu 
nor Gu:lrie, because the Falat.abs, he affirms, are in 
both those plnces. He wishes, however, to be ex­
I)l'essly uudcl'stood) that it is fl'om no disinclination 
00 his part to scnd us to either of those places, but 
that his gl'eat regard for us will not, permit him 
to lend us into danger. Now we know yery well 
tbat the Fnlatahs han~ neither the upper hand at 
Koolfu nor Gll!l.rie. Tho natives of the lnt.ter stnte. 
in particular, not long since, cut off the heads of aU 
the Falntahs that could be found in their country, 
and fl'om that time the), hael enjoy.ed the most. perfect 
indcJ)endeuco. 'rho sultan of Yaoorie said further. 
thllt the best thiug he could do was to send us back 
again to Boossn, and from thence, ho was sure, we 
might lune libort.y to go anywhere. The mome.nt 
we fouudLbat this was his intention, we returned to 
OU1' honse, nnel hl1ving formed onr resolution, we 
instantly despatched oUG of our men with n message 
to tho king of Boossa, to tho following effect :-

" 'l'hat nneling 010' Ilresents insufficient to defray 
our expen,ses ou the I'oad to Gunl'ie :md Dornon, we 
wero uudel' tho necessity of returning to the salt.­
wntor, to obtlliu more, Thnt tho ohief of Dndagry, 
who is gO"CI'1l01' of that part of the const at which we 
had hmded, IH\d tl'oated us so \'cr,}' ill, while we were 
with him, thnt he would detain us in his town fol' tho 
remainder of our lives, if we were to retm'u by the 
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wlIy ","0 hnd como, and by 50 doing that we should be 
ullnblu to twoid falling into his power . Besides which, 
tlw journey thither is so long, that we would experi­
~'nc(' tho Sl\me or e"ol1 g reater inconvenience, than if 
\1 ~ n .. 'I'O tl} proceed to Bornou through Catsheenab, 
1 'U<101' th('~e ciroumstances, we were extremely desirous 
of trtlYclling to the MIt-water by a shorter Mel safer 
loulc, nod would therefore, prefer going by Funda, as 
th., Pa"icst and likeliest means of accomplishing that 
tlOlt. T~\lt as we ha(l heard that the road to that 
lingtl()Ol by land is infested with FaUttahs who li"e 
11~ phuHlur Md y"iolellec, we should feel infinitely 
ohliged to him (the killg of.Boossa), if he could either 
I'it~1I or h'nd Uft Il cnnoe to proceed thither by water; 
t\1l\.11f so, tlUlt wo would rCmWlenlte him to the utmost 
(If nul' nhility," 

W l' Sl'nt ;\wny the mcssen'ger this morn ing ou his 
NTtll\d. amI shall wait his return with considera.ble 
nO'\~l'tv. If all uufllYourable answer be returned, we 
arc r~':;ohctl, in~toad of procecding to Boossa. to 
ll\Oc~('~l on to Guido, and thence to Fundal a.s we 
ol'i,~.611t\l1y intended, whateyer may be the consequence. 

))""edll(,~da'l . J uli, 14tlL.-"re were favoured with 
Ybits this n'~rning • from seyernl respectable females. 
thC' w;.\'c~ nnll dtlougbters of a uUUlbE.'r of distinguished 
chlt·f-. whom thoy bad accompanied to the lote wa.r. 
Th(' inho.bitnnts of this placc, as well as of many 
otht'l" townt'<o arc of opinion that it is in our power to 
elln') I'\\'I"Y disorder under the sun. Applica.tions are 
~lfI.il) made to us for medicine to cure a. variety of 
('oUll'lnints: and more than one married lady has 
h('en entrt'ating us to rcmoyo tho cause of barrcWless 
from them, Other reque~ts, equ<l.lly serious :lind 
l"IlHl.llyahsurd. luno beon mnde, with which of course 
it is wholl~T out of our l)ower to comply; but the 
npptil'autg do not readily belicyc our assertions, nor 
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. can we induce or compel them to leave our house 
till something in the shape of medicine has been 
given them. -

Thursday, July 15tll.- Falato.bs, it is said, have 
pillaged and burnt the city of Engarski,' and taken 
Koolfu, so that the f/Hl.d to Boossa is nlso for the 
present denied us. These <I setters up and pullers 
down of kings," for some reason, are offended with 
the Mngia, the present monarch of Nouffie, and ba"e 
determined to appoint his e1der brother, the exiled 
Ederesil, as ruler in his stead. Sever2l] revolutions 
have all'cody t.aken place in Nouffie, through the 
instrumentality of these ambitious }i'alatabs, which 
ha,ve all term"inated in the confusion of the greater 
part of that distracted country, and to the ad'l"ancemem. 
of their deadliest foes, who have now gained a footing 
in that land. 

ViTe have been ropeatedly informed that Ederesa 
succeeded his father in the government of Nouffie, 
and wa:s acknowledged their legitimate monarch by 
the whole nation. A rebellion, however, headed by the 
Magia (Ederesa's younger brother), broke ont shottly 
after his accession; and t.e aid his ambitious designs 
upon the libert,ies of the people, the former made a 
journey to Soccatoo, to request the assistance of 
Bello. TIllS wily chief eagerly seized so fair nn 
opportunity of promoting the interests ofbis country, 
by meddling with the domest,ic policy of t.he govern­
ment of Nouffie; he had wisdom enough to foresee tho 
advantages which would in all probability accrue to 
him by granting the Magla, his request, and taking 
him under his protection; i\Dd be immediately rein­
forced the rebels by a choice body of soldiers. This 
first civil war was not of long continuance; Edcresn's 
army was defeated by the lllCrCo.no.ry troops and their 
a.dhereuts; the whole country was soon ovorrun and 
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suhju~n.ted by these soldiers; Ederesn was obliged to 
tkr from his dominions, and the Magin goyerned 
K onffip in his stead. Tho chief benefits resulting to 
Hello from the success of the rebels, were a half­
ycaotly tribute which the :Magin agreed to pay him, in 
s)nyci:I, nnel banclsome tobes of, na.tiye manufacture j 

and what was of more consequence, he ga.ined a 
fl>otil'lg for his people in a flourishing and beautiful 
kingdom, which DlI\y be styled the granary of this 
part of the continent, . 

fl'hC' Fnlntn.h soldiers remtl!med in Nouffie to defend 
nml support the interests of the · new king j but the 
co\u\try Jid not long enjoy peace and tranquillity, for 
th(\ fon~igncrlJ obscn;ng their influence !lind numbers 
l'nlli:litlUI'\Lhly, nugmentiug, found. occasion to quarrel 
"ith the 11ngit', which was the occasion 01 another 
(m'il Will'. Turning from him whom they had 
clC'Hu"" 1i to the throne, they recalled Ederesa, and 
~uc('cl'(lcu , oJler a.n ineffectual resis+a.nce on the part 
of hit\ brother, in restoring him to the dignity of 
'wh ich they ~homseh~cs had so eagerly stripped him 
only n short tIme before. Ederesa subsequently formed 
the pn.triotic a.nd laudable resolution of expelling these 
dnugt.'rous l\u(l int.riguing strnngers from his dominions; 
for ho Wt\S cOll\"incod that his country would no,er 
b ... \ t\t '[Il~l\CC \I hilst they wel'e suffered to remain in it. 
No !'Inoner, howoyol', did he set about putting this 
proj~'('t into c:x~cutiou, than his watchful brother 
11ll.'lCll fl party iu opposition to it, and the F nlatnhs 
of ('ouI'Se flew to his nssistn.nce. The fruit of this 
\'ooobin.ntion was the total defea.t of the king's party. 
and tho rcinstibutiou of the Magin. into his former 
\1~urp('J. right~. :Meantime the Falatn.bs iucreased 
fn:.l.t lU Noutlio--thcy inhubited towus which they 
hl\d not built, nnel subsisted by thl) Ill.bour of others. 
1'11<.' head of their rmty was n. cousin of Bello, 
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!lamed 'Mnllnlll DeDdo, who resided on the banks 
of the Niger, in a large city of his own which 
is called RaMa. He and the Magia divided the 
sovereignt.y of the kingdom between them till very 
reccntly, nnd remained at peace with each other; 
but now, they say, t.here has been a. third quarrel, 
and the Fnlatabs uaye taken possession of Koolfu, 
till Edel'esn shall havc been made acquainted with thc 
l'eyolution in his fll.YOur. 'l'he Mngia is too helpless 
81lel insignificnnt to offe.r the slightest resistance to 
this intended chnnge in his estate, and is liYing in 
retirement a.t a town about n dny nnd a half's jow'ney 
fl'om Koolfn. These domcstic broils have been very 
pl'ejudicinl to the interests of Nouffie, and the people 
g)'ently lnment their misfortunes. The FnUl.tahs flro 
tho only -gainers by them; they are now in aotual 
possession of more than h,alf of the kingdom, and 
IH'we onshwcd a vory Jarge portion of its industrious 
population. Some of the finest ancl most opulent of 
t.heir towns ha"e bcen sncked nlld destroyed, and 
others they hl1"o tnken for themseh'cs, In this 
distracted state of nft'uirs, Nouffio, whose inhabitants, 
it is everywhere acknowledged, are the most ingenious 
and industrious ill all these parts, is fast fnlljug to 
decay, and is become a prey to 1l11lllanner of abuses, 
and to e\'eI'Y species of crime. 

Frida!!, Jul!l16th.-.Although the Falo.t,nhs ha,'o 
been so successful in Nouffie, and are gradunlly 
sprending themselves throllghont the countries cow· 
posing ' Vestal'll Africn, so fIS to be ncar tho sen, 
where it is t.he gl'Ot\t objeot of their ambition to get, 
they have within this year or two sutTered mnD)' 

defeats, and lost lunoh gl'ound in Hausan, which is 
the sceno of t.hcil' first o})emtiom., and they are likely 
to lose much more. The following nre tho nilmes of 
the kingdoms or stntes which form the country on11c<1 
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lL\L\'~'im. \Yi~h the exception of K otonkora and 
H ~uwba, they wore all conquered by Danfodid shortly 

nftl'1" his £l'l.4t apl)cu.rancc with the Falatahs; but those 
marketl with an ast~risk have regained their inde­
pl'lI11uncc !;illCe his decease. That marked with an F. 
i~ now in tho occupation of the conquerors; and 
tho,' "ith F. and II. partly belong to the Fnlatnhs 
t\Iul ]ll\rtlj to tho original natives. Catsheenah was 
tlH' ]1~'lHl or principtll sta.te, and aU the others used 
tll pll)' t\ smail tribute to its sovereign. 

\ C'l,hconnh, F. H. 5. KllUO, F. 
2. Cubllic, '" 6. Gober, '" 
3. Ouarie, '" 7. Kotonkorn, Natives. 
t. Zulllh...... F. H. 8. 'YoUlb~, Natives. 

Cnt!lhp(ll\nh. tho capital of ilausSft, in the state or 
!\;ngtlo1l\ of Cn.t!lhccnah. together with an insignificant 
hmu, nl"l) the on ly two plnces at present in the pos­
i'lt'~'\i\ln of the Folatllbs in that country. Soccatoo 
~h\u(l ~ on the extr('me borders of Cu',bie, yet it is not 
l;oll:liJC'r~u ns being in that Ill'Oyillce. 

rl'h(' nntiYes of Gu.1rio lately rose simultaneously, 
nnd l'ut oU' U\eir OpPl'C~Ors to a lUau; nor has Bello 
.r\~t been l\bl0 to re,-cnge their loss. 

Zuiu1ll{'e, and other towns of consideration ill 
ZUllIfrl\, h:wo within theso few month~ been retaken 
from tho Fnlatahs, Properly spenking, the proyiucc 
of h.I\l\o il:! iu rHmssa j but, prcvious to its conquest 
h) tIll' Fnllttabs. it hud. from time immemorial, been 
trihutMY to Boruou, so thnt it is considered by mnny 
Ill'! bl'lo~giug to that empire. The inhabitants of 
th~~ l'it)" and state of Gober, against which Bello was 
directing all his power at the period of Captain 
t'lappcrton's lust \;::nt to oceatoo, htwc successfuUJ 
l\.'I'!I~h'd CH~l')· n.ttuck that hilS been mado against them, 
ll.nd 1\"-' uow enjoying tnmquillity and independence. 
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Doncassa, who is the present King of Catsheenab, 
resides at n place called Maradie. 

Doncassa is the hereditary prince of Hanssa, and, 
notwithstanding his former misfortunes and reY(~rses, 
he is still Yery powerful, and his strength daily 
increases. The Sheikh of Bornon assists him mth 
men and horses; and his son is also wit.h him, 
fighting against the common enemy. Doncassa, it is 
soid, can bring no less than fony thousand horsemen 
into the field at onG time. Recently, his milit.'1ry 
operations have been attended with better success ; 
and Bello, despairing of vanquishing him and of 
subjugating the whole of his country. is turning his 
thoughts to t~e conquest. of Yarriba. His soldiers 
have all'cady spread a panic through that kingdom, 
and frightened the timid natives out of two or three 
of their most important to~ms; and they will have 
very little difficulty in depriving them of the whole. 
It is said that after the rains the Falatah monarch 
",-ill send a. strong military force to complete the con­
quest of Yarriba, and that experienced captains are 
nlready nominated to accompnny the expedition. In 
the meantime, Bello is at war with Bornoll and some 
of the states of ilaussa i and many thousands of his 
men, fearing no law, and having no ostensible- em­
ployment, nre scattered over the whole face of the 
country. They commit nll sorts of crimes; they 
plunder, tJJey burn, they destroy, nnd even murder, 
and nrc not amenablc to any earthly triblmal for their 
nctions. 

The boasted good goverrunent of Bello does not 
extend beyond the precincts of Soccntoo. In other 
parts of his empire the civil department of his admi· 
rustmtiol1 is most wretchedly conducted; and hence the 
predatory bands of Falatahs 'which annunlly go fortb 
to ravage the country. 
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Rfllll/"da.lJ, J uly17/h.-The sultan 's daugbters a.re 
fNy numerous ; and, in accordo,nce with the usual 
custom of the country, we have been obliged to make 
them a pres~nt of a. button or a string of beads. or 
-lome such trifle. Ma.ny of these ladies are not very 
) oung, for they have passed the meridian of life; 
hut, uotwithatnnding their seniority, they have bad 
blUer di~putcs [mel quarrels with their si$ters for the 
funded better place whicb the latter baye in our good 
gm<:c!;, Ilnd tbe consequent kinder trea.tment _which 
tll(lY ho;re oxperienced at our hands. A breach is 
tllllB made in the affections of the royal sisters 
towards each other, and jt may be years before domestie 
ho.TmollJ is re-cstublisllCd among them. One or other 
of these females complains to us every day Qf hining 
ll('on engaged in wrangling or figh ting with 0. sister, 
on tho ,;iCOI'O of jealousy; and we are obliged to muster 
u,U our pnti~'nce and condole with them in their little 

I n,il:lOOrtuIlcs, without, however, htn;ng the ability to 
roiirYo thciu. Tho Arab, who appe"\J."s to be the sul­
tan'l:\ foetoturu, crune to sec us this morning, agreeably 
to his uaunI practice: and, with joy sparkling in his 
countenance, he informed us that his master had been 
in!t'liriug for il. Ol\uoe in which we may return to 
Boossa. , Yo ,\;shed to know when the sultnn would 
he inclined to give \is permission to leave yaoorie.· 
" \Yha.l !" so.id he, " is not the news I have told you 
!tuSh-ient for ono day?" 

The Arabs in this placo (l~\Oorie), and aU those 
that h,wc Imsl)ed through the city since our arri"nl 
in it. who 11lWO had no counexion wbnteYer with each 
ot hor. hlwe assured us that the Niger flows from a. 
plnN called J.Vusscr (quel'Y i)Jcsr), wheN silks and 
o(h('1" fino articles nre manufactun~d; and that the 
nutiws of Ulat country trade to 'rimbuctoo in lnrge 
y-c~tj,ds, currying thither their silks and manufncttu'es. 
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We have neither been able to ascertain t.he European 
name of J.l/u8ser, nor its distance from Timbuctoo; we 
cnn only learn that the space between the two cities 
is "cry great indeed. 

In this par~ of Africa not tbe slightest jealousy 
exists in rasp,ect to the Niger or nny other 1'i\'e1'; for 
the people OhcClfully answer eyery inquiry concerning 
whnt they may happen to know of its cow-sc, &0. 

Sunday. JU!!l18t1,.-Oul' man has not yet returned 
froin Boossa, and nothing has tuken plnce to-day 
'wortby of obsen-ation or remark. 

J.lIonda,lf. July19th.-The })l'cmiscs which we occupy 
nrc situated at the northern end of the city, and nfe 
the property of onc of the sultan's roill'riC(} daughters, 
who, with her faUlily, accompanied her husband to the 
law war, and returned from thence ouly a few days ago. 

They form a little circular enclosure of hut.s, one of 
which is two stories high; and it hus the convenience 
of three smull yards, in which is good stabling for the 
horses. Fr("lru the distance of time which elapsed 
after the dCl>al'tnrc of the sultan's warlike daughter to 
the period of our urriynJ o.t Yaoorie, the houses hud 
fallen fast to decay; so that, w.hen we were introduced 
into them, one or two of the roofs were ent,irely 
wauting; and the rain, which fell dl,ily, wau'eely 
ndm.itted into nll the remninder for waut of repair. 
thll,t with two stories alone being an except.iou. For 
our OW11 comfort, therefore, we took possession of tho 
uPI,er room of t.his hut, which is a long, Durrow, and 
gloomy o.po.rtment, llilving n solid clay floor, and five 
or six small nveliures, like l>igeon.holes, for the purpose 
of admitting light nnd air. 

As we huye boen lUl(\.ble, from the almost con­
stant rn.in nnd the marshy un-tura of the soil of 
1'11001'10, to w,llk n,broad, this room has been, in !l 

great lUenSl1re, our prison, fOl' wo haye rarely stirred 
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Ollt or it. DW'ing the first few days and nights 
uif!'r tllLf arrival we were pretty comfortable, and, 
l'wfythillg' considcred, we liked our quarters tole­
flll,l}' W\"ll; bllt n.n envious wind baving blown a 
~\\ liflll of mosquitoes into our apartment, we have 
\'\ ('r inc£' Leen J.cpnved of sleep at night, And as 
if !luil WM not au evil sufficiently a.nnoying, we are 
likt.·wi"l Yi~itec1 by myriads of gnats, cockroaches. 
"lllrk ont~, 1,.\:0,; be@des a number of bats, which 
fluttt'I, l'YI,m in 0\11' faces, and cause us much lill­

rll"ine:,,~. Other descriptions of nnimals and insects 
inlrut1£' into our all(u·tment in the night season, 
whit·h. howcycr. do not molest us. Under this 
1'rl,.'t'l8\lr£' of gricvances, my brother aud , I, finding it 
imV') .. iLlt) to slcl'p. either sit up or lie awake, nnd 
1'11\1'10,) II1Ir'clYc~ in \loling away the long and wenri­
ttl1l\l' honrs of tht· night in chatting about indiB'cr~ut 
Oluttcr!<, or in r('nding aloud. by lamp-light. some 
nlllrnl (11' rdigioul'\ ","ork. As soon as the light or 
lin" n of the Ol,Qrning ponct.rn.tes our dismal chamber, 
(Iur tor.lUl'ntors censo to molest us. and we generally 
lint! this the mo~t ftwouroble time for procuring a 
httll' ~l('t,p, But then the wholo world is awake and 
nill'ofHt; :HH\ humlln ,-isitors, whoso society is sCMcely 
h'~ toll-'rahle tlum the yisitntiou of our nightly com­
},allitJns. illtrude th~il' twwelcomc persons on our 
h'qlin~ moments, and compel us to listen nud 
8n~\\l'r to their yc:mtious uonsensc, Deprh-ed of our 
UlHllr:ll r~st. tho day is spent with S('nreel)~ more 
l·njo.\ IU('nt than the night :-wo t\.l'O heny,)". languid. 
l'(,I,.'\'j"II. an.} uncomfOlinble, and wholl)· unfit for 
t'\C'l'tion of allY kind, '1'ho bnppy freedom from 
I'1l1'h torture as this in Old Englund can only be 
I\pprcciatl'd by tho~e who huye C':xp('rienccJ. it: onn 
81\ hour of 'melt rdict' now waul,} be worth more than 
\\ l' l'ouhl ('\llccss. 

\ IlL .. l. 
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This forenoon our Boosan. messenger re~urned, 
and, to our unspeakable joy, Wonned us that the 
king had consented to procure for us n. canoe, to 
proceed to Funda, provided the road by land could 
not be depended on. He candidly st.a.ted, however, 
his iuo,bUity to protect our persons from insult and 
danger beyond his own territories, and that we must 
solicit the good-will of the prince of Wowow and the 
other rulers ou the banks of the Niger; and further, 
thn.t our own men alone must manage the canoe, 
because no ona at Boossa would be willing, for 
various reasons, to accompany us in this journey. 
vVe are therefore in a fair way of accomplishing the 
object of the expedition; and though we nre con­
vinced that we shall be beset with dangers from the 
shoro, yet we are in high Spil-its, nnd humbly hope 
that, by a.ttending to the necessury precautions, we 
shull be able to oyercome them_ 

Tuesday, Jul!J20th_-Tbe news of the day is yery 
ngreeu.ble to nlll"anks of the good people of this city. 
A body of Fnl'atnhs, nmouut.ing to about two hun­
dred in number, which left Koolfu a few dfLYs since 
for the purpose of attacking Engarski, or rather the 
remains of that body, returned yesterday morning to 
that t.Qwn, luwing boon completely unsuccessful in 
tho object of their e:\-peditiQD, owing to the jealousy 
nnd apprehension of the rebels. It appears, that 
whilst they were besieging nn iusignificnnt Omnbrie 
town in the abmTo proyince, a contagious disellse 
broke out among them, and reduced fifty of their 
number to n shlte of the greatest wisery nnd help­
lessness. The remainder, becomiug alarmed at this 
frightful disorder, fiQd with tho ntmost precipitation, 
and left their sick Ilnd languid companions to the 
mercy of their enemies, who, howover, sho,iTed them 
nouo, for as soon as they became acquainted ,,-ith 
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tlw iloparturo of their besiegers, 0. number of them 
j'llmc out armed, nnd with sa.vage coolness delibe­
mkly cut off the heads of their helpless and prostrate 
rOt-'S, "nil immediately despntched intelligence of the 
blood,)" exploit to the sultan of Yaoorie, The road 
tu Boosl:Ill. il:l by this means oncc more declared to be 
Opt'H, nml we shn.lt leave hence as soon as we receive 
l'orm.iJ!sion, Tho sultan has not yet. paid the money 
11Q OWl'tl us, nor, since the aule of the button~, Ic'zC., 

lum.) we hoard a single sentence n.bout the matter. 
Our cowries, likewise, nre nearly expended; nnd for 
this fortnight past we ho.vo depended for subsistence 
on PUSl'OO'8 success in shooting. Happily, Guinea­
fowl, of the most delicious Havour, and large do,'os, 
l\honnu IH~re in amazing numbers; and a. large species 
of wilu tluck, bl'~idcs geese, cranes, widgeons, heroDs, 
and Iltlll'r o.quntic fowl, nrc DlOst plentifuL 

ll' dm.~/a.'I, Jul!1 2ht.-Last night we were 
visik,d hv an awful lllHl terrible tornado, whieh lasted 
for bYo ~Ol'" throe hOUl~. It commenced about mid­
uii.\ht with a gust of 'wind which threatened to over­
tum our {lwellillg-house. Never since we ha.ve been 
in tU\} country hl.\.Ye we heard thunder so loud aud 
u'etl\cudous. nor seen lightuillg so e:ccessiYely "h·id. 
l)ul' hut l'Qckcd as if it had been shaken by an eartb­
fl'mkl'. find we were in momentary apprehension of 
it" ft\lling with us to the gro\uld; the tempest, how­
l,.'Yl,'I" hecoUle less uud less violent in the midst of 
llur fear:< . o.nd t:!oon a.fter it ceased altogether, and nn 
unin~~nl $tillne:;.s preYtUled, 

Owing to the wet wcather nnd tho moist state of 
the atlUo~phcr\~. most of om friends the sultan's 
tlnught\'r~ hn,'o caught slight eoids, and they ha.ve 
h\.'l'U \"('ry importunate to-day in their entreaties fol' 
m('tliciulc~. ,Yc hardly knew what to gin) them to 
l'.l~C their cOlllplaiub: and we hc~itat.ad n. good. uenl 

s 2 
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about complying with their 'Wishes; but o.s t.hey are 
not very delico.te ladies. being stout withal, ~nd mas­
culine as Hercules, we at lengt.h resolved to risk the 
consequences, and accordingly administered to each 
of them a powerful dose of jo.lap. 

The Fa11\t.uhs in Nou.ffie are thrown int.o the 
utmost consternation by the reported death of their 
chief and leader, Mallam Dendoo, wmelt is said to 
have taken place at Rabba two or three. days ago. 
The deceased was much esteemed by Bello, nnd 
reverenced by his countrymen. A successor ,,'ill be 
immediately appointed, to counternct any fresh dis. 
turbance which mny take plnce in the country. 

The sulton of this place puts off our departure 
frOID day to day, and from week to , .. oek, under a 
variety of nonsensical excUS'es; and we are persuaded 
that.it is his intcnt.ion to detain us here till he has 
drained us of everything we have. 

jVonda!/, July 26tlt.-For tho last five days my 
brothel' has been laid up with intermittent feyer, 
which tot4111y disqualified him from making the 
slightest exertion whatever till this morning. The 
snlto,n continuing, day nfter day, for so long n. time, 
to refuse his permission fo['. us to quit Y!l.oorie. on 
grounds the most inconsistent and eOlltradictory-thnt 
can be imagined, we beCtlme rather a.pprehensiye 
that he would det.ain us for n.n indefinite pariod­
mllch longer, indeed, than might suit our eom'e­
nioncc j but to.day, to our surprise and pleasure, n. 
messenger from tho king of Boossa urriycd in this 
city to ascertain t.ho reason of such llliwn.rrantable 
conduot on the part of the Slllt{l.U, ond to request our 
immedinte release, so that it is supposed we shall 
leave hence in u d:\y or two at the latest. One of 
the inducements urged by this monol'ch for our 
longer stay with him is ruther whimsical. He bas 
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mnth' us 0. prescnt of 0. quantity of worthless feo.· 
th(lr8. ,,-hich he bad caused to be plucked from the 
body of a live ostl'ich; and because he enter tained 
II Il '1'1)lnion that if othol's were added to them, thE'Y 
w0111,1 nltogether form 0. very acceptable present to 
nUl' gmcious sovereign, he informed us that it would 
iw np('cs:m.ry we should wnit till such time as the 
(ltltri{'h shouid regain its plulUo.ge, in order for that 
pnrt llf it-a body wh.ich bad not beon previously 
plucked to undergo 0. similar operation i for the 
weat.b('r. he nssorted, was much too cold for the bird 
to lu~e all its feathers at one and the same time, 
~\nil further to encourage their growth, he would 
(If(l(lT tllnt two thousand cowries worth of butter 
(nhnnt twd"l~ pound/ll weight.) should be diligently 
Mlhhetl into the skin of tho animal. This money has 
Ildllltlly IJl'cn deducted by the sultan, for this express 
llurpOIll'. ti-oru the sum which he was iudebted to us, 
b<!('uu"w hI.' gaid he did not approve of paying for the 
butt('r from his own pocket, 

Whl~n n person cntertuins fear or suspicion of the 
mtentions of atwthcr towards him, it very commonly 
happl'us that cn:~l'y little thing which he might have 
hl'Ul'd unft\youro.blc to tho character, 01' pr'1.iudicial to 
the mnnners of the latter a.t any former poriod, rises 
fa'e 4 h in his memory. though he might lun"e ta.kcn 
no noti\'(' of it at tho time, and leads to the establish· 
lllcnt Ilud confirmation of an opinion which had before 
b Cl'll unscttled and wavering in his mind. This has 
ht't'H YI.'I'Y nearly our cnse in regard to the sulta.n of 
Yaooril' ; flu(l owing most likely to ill health, mther 
tlll'm any other cnuse, wc had not only come to the 
('onl'iusfon, before the nrriytll of the Boossa nmbas-
8nUl)r, that we wcre in .. durance vile" here, but had 
(o1\('l;'i\'cd. a thousand ,,~ays and means of making our 
CllN111C l'riyutc1y from the city! The violent det-Clition 
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of the six Dahoman messengers wit,hin the wulls of 
Yaoorie for n whole six months, without any cause 
being assigned for it, has already been alluded to in 
Captain Cln.ppertoo's last nnrrn.tin~ j and many simi. 
lnr injurious notions on the part of t.he sultan hare 
been related to us by some of his own people. But 
he has been guilty of more treacherous and criminal 
deeds than these. both to native merchants and to 
Arabs who have visited this city for the purposes of 
tmcie; nnd the following story, if it be true, n.rgues 
very unfa.vo~ra.bly for the monorch's sentiments of 
feeling, hOO(,.5ty. and justice:-

An l~rnb, it is said, aTl'i"ed here mallY years ago 
with three camel.loads of merchandize from Tripoli, 
and according to the custom of the country he dis· 
plnyed them nil befol'o the sultan of Yuoorie. His 
admiration of them was vcry soon raised, nnd be 
}luI'chased the whole of tho Arab's goods on credit. 
'l'he ])001' mel'chnnt lUnda ropented and pressing appli. 
cations for his monoy, but ill vniu; and month nftcr 
month, and year after )'Mt' passed away, without his 
0\'01' hnving received a farthiug, the sultan deceiving 
him with pt'omises continnnlly, The Arub became 
at length "cry uneasy at the sultau's prC\'tll'ication, 
and imngined that he should llover receiYe paymcut 
for his goods. lie wa-s thol'oforo unable to exorcise 
his fOl'bea.rnncc any longer, but was constrained 
to demand of his creditor the restitution of his pro· 
)lorty, or tho payment of his debt, thnt he might 
dcpnl't from the oity and return to his fomily, But 
the covetous sultnu pertinaciously refused his request, 
I\nd sent him a.wny with abuse; and tho Arab 
shortly after died of a broken heart, 01', as rutlny 
say, of poison, ITo left behind him, howG\,or, tit 
Yaool'io, his eldest son, who had accompanied his 
fathor hither fl'OIll Fezzull. This porson tho sluhm 
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deluded with promises similar to those by wmch his 
fatllOf had been deceiyed j and the young man abode 
in the city eeyeral years in the anticipation of being 
ILble to procure the property which had devolved to 
him on the Arab '5 decease. He also died not long 
1.\.1(0. and the boy's uncle (Moussa, of Koolfu), who 
Wi\S employed by Captain Clapperton, is now the ouly 
Stll'Tll"ing creditor. liIe has sent several messengers 
horQ with the view of having the debt cancelled by. 
the sultan j but up to this day the money has never 
heen l)nid. t or haTe the Arnb's camels nor any 
part of his property been restored to his sur.iving 
rcintiH'. 

nm\ng our own short stay, o\'eo, the s\lltan has 
bt'('ll .!.tuilty of scycral petty offences, such as den-and· 
ing hull\ id\ll\ls of small sums, nnd the like; and one 
pMI' 1'1.'\10\1', bl..'longiog to a fatM.;ie from Haussn, has 
had the imprudence to let him hnn~ some of his pl·O· 

lwrty. on tllo fll.ith of his 'Word, in rctmn for which 
ho ht\~ mot with nothing but promises and refusals . 
'rho 8ultau did, indeed. command him to purchase 
whatcvCJ' things ho might want a.t the ma.rket, and 
rofer the seller to him for payment; independent of 
this, as a mark of his f flYO Ur, he sold the merchant 
nue of hh~ own bullocks, which is however found to 
be JiI::H.'as('d nud worth nothing. By st\ch mean sub­
t{'rfu.!{C~ uocs this grcat prince procuro the property 
of othcrd : nnd in this manner does he treat every 
mCfch,\ut that mny hnve occasion to pass through 
the citro 

AU 'these cir cumstances considered, it was with 
much plcn.sure that we received notice of the king 
of Boossa'& kiud interposition in our behalf, which 
will lit least accelerate our departure; for though, 
when soberly consiJered, the behaviour of the Yaoorie 
monarch towanls us has not beell ou the whole 
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uulUod, forming a strange compound of generosity 
aq.d meanness, yet he might haNe becn inclined to 
detain us here till tho only favourable moment at 
which we could descend the Niger should have passed 
o.wo.y, in which case we should have to retrace our steps 
the way we hONe come, without ha.ving accomplished 
the object for which we had left England. 

vYo havo now only to arl'(l.Uge matters with this 
singular old chieftain, which we foresee will be no 
very easy task. It is confidently a~ed, t.hat Q 

canoe hus been propared for us, and two days hence, 
we hn.yo little doubt, pOI'mission will be gro..nted for us 
to lco.vc this city to return to Boosan. 

7.'1lUrsday. JuJ,!/ 29t/t.-The sultan has been com­
plaining sadly of pover~y these two da.ys, and h(\5 
begged us to accept fL female slave of him in lieu of 
tho money he owed us, a.nd which he has declared 
his iuability to pay. 'Vo hositated n good deal at 
first about the mattor) but we soon felt convinced it 
would be useless to demur, for the srut.an was nxed 
in his determinatiou, nlld we hONO taken the girl) 
who is become Pascoe's wife. TItis unpleasant aft'nir 
was not sottled till this morning, owing to the above 
cause. 

'V 0 brought a quantity of now shillings with \IS 

from Engluud, which nro vastly admired by all classes 
of people hol'o, 011 account of their shining prol)Ol'ty j 

llnd wh.il~t the Spanish dolint' solls for nftcen hundroo 
cowries 01UY;, ouo of these littlo pieces is l)\u'chused 
willingly at n thousand. Each of theso coins is 
ntto.chod to a ring, and worn on tho fingo'!: of a lady 
tl$ an Ol'OllUlout. 

Ynool'io has been visited with so much min Intel)", 
that tho corn is rotting ou tho staUt, and it is by no 
means likely that the dry weathor will commonCQ for 
sometime to CODlO. Tho corn is fully ril)O, anel only 
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"Uht"l tl. littlo sun to harden the grain in the ear; 
(In. I tbl' }lcopl0 arc soroly lamenting that they cannot 
"btnin UYI)U this. Nevertheless, the I;C6 crops look 
\\,pU, Rnd promise o.u abundant harvest j Ilnd the 
onion.,.. of which vo.st quantities are grOl1D here, are 
\1:>0 l·x}ll.lctcd to produce plentifully. At present 
Yaoorle is little better than a complete swamp. and, 
if I'M-sibIl". it will be worse after the rna/ca, which is 
unilr Ip.Aell fol', shall have set in . 

.... ~uljda!l. ~11l91lst l#.-This morning the sultan 
.. t·nt u mcsscngor to inform us that we were at liberty 
tl) pil)" our respects ond toke our farewell of him 
111'\,n'\OUA to our doparture from the city, which we 
lu\\'o hl'on as~urcd will tnko pInce to-morrO"t without 
an.' furthl'r proerMtiuatiou or delay. 'Ye presently 
ob{'ycd tilt' SUlUmons, 1'01' such we considered it; and 
1)1\ tIm' nrrinli at the sultau's residence. we were 
int.rOlluf'l'tl into ~ large. gloolU)', uncomfortable apart­
mont. wherein tho monlll'ch generally rcceiyes his 
\11.01'1.) distinguished visitors. A number of naked 
girl:! and boys, his domestics, were continually pass­
ing through it to other pnrt~ of the building, carr:'ing 
t.1.irt~- ('ruabashes in their bauds: 8. qU3.ntity of swnl­
l'lw~' uc~ts w(:rc a.ttached to the ceiling of the room 
t for neither here nor elsewhere arc these birds 
('ver lUole::itcd). and their t,,'ittering owners, which 
Wert' fl) iug about in all directions. fed their young 
"ithout interruption. nntl added not it little filthiness 
to the uuswept untl unclean apartment. In the 
ccntrl~. autI opposite the door-way. the ruler ofYaoo~e 
"'\~ squatting on a plMform. which Wl\S cO\'ercd wlth 
f,\lkd damask. n~tl smoking 6-000 a pipe of huge 
Ilim~lH"ionl'. On CllCh stile of him wu.s a large pillow; 
'luI! bohillli him, tltlixed to the waU, was a large 
-~11U!\rc picee of tlucicnt-looking 'figured silk. very rich 
:\llU of rarious ('olou1'o, with n beautiful deep fringe. 
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It was, howo1'er, a little tarnished, owing to the 
length of time it has been in the sultau's possession. 
This once splendid and valua.ble article is said to 
have been brought from the celebrated M U$Ser, ¥ a 
place of which everyone here speaks in t,he most 
rapturous and extravagant, terms. The dress of the 
sultn.n co!,responded with the dirtiness of the apartment. 

Just before our introduction we had been ca.utioned 
not to_ ofrer to shake hauds with him, for that would 
be considered too familiar on our parts, and wou:Id 
be rejected by the monarch. Our compliments werc 
tllerefore confined to simple inquiries after his. health, 
1'he conversation during the interview was as unin­
teresting and spiritless as our conversations with 
other native rulers baye always been- a description 
of one being a. sample of the whole. The most im­
portant point.s were, an urgent request on the part of 
the swta,n for one of our lancets which he had seen, 
and the promise of a calabash of honey, which we 
receiyed in the eyaning. 'Va then took our len,e 
and retw-ned home. Here wo 'yore soon intruded 
upon by the sultan's daughters and friends, who, 
finding t.hat we were actually to go on the morrow, 
had CODlO to purcha-so buttons, beg medicine, and pny 
their last respects; and we were not only sn-15jected 
to the most wearisome and proyoklug ceremonies in 
the world during the remainder of the Sabbath. 
but we were likewise compelled to be bartering and 
wrangling with It 11arcol of noisy ·women till sunset, 
when we ungallantly drmo t,hem away. 

During OUI' stay at Yil.oorie, the thermometer of 
Fahrenheit has ranged from 75° to 94° in ow' dwelling, 

* IJ.fcsr, fiS tho Arnhs pronounce tho word, is tho Cairo of 
EuropclUls. 
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CIL\PTER X. 
, v~, I\bolie-Method or WlItching tho Corn-The Cnmbric 

1'1.'01,1 -Their Treatment-Sleeping Hula :md Spear oi the 
('''fl,hri~ .\l'rh"c III "rlU'rcc--GnrniCllII:\-I1!Dor:lDc~' of tho 
Nlti, •• tourcroing thecouno of the River-Their AmlltCments 

Rolnro to Bom~i\_Ylsit to \\'O\l'OW recommended-The 
I~Hl'f I"'('IOB'lltcd by tho King of Boo~~a.-King5 of tbit City­
~linllr of P,ovi~ion.-Jouruoy to Wowow-Fint Interview 
witll the King . 

.lUlllllitP/, ~lllpnll/ 2",1.-ALI, wai'l- burry, bustle, 
noi~, nnr1 c(lnf\l~ilJn. at (\ )'cry early hour in the 
morning. in gl,tting onf things rendy for starting; 
hut in ~rit(' of our exertions we bad to wnit a. long 
how {Iut"i,\.., our hllUijC, after the beasts had been 
IHlt·lt, l\nll our p('oph.' hlttl their burdens on their heads., 

fIll' lhn flnltnu'R ioug',c:\llC'Ctcd Jetter to our most grn­
PlOW", 'n'('n.'i~m. ~\ :Mnllnm was ot length perceiYed 
llllrTyin~ hlWal'd~ U8 with it; and niter him came, 
mmlllh'd nn 1.\ lorge bony horse. and extremely well 
Ilretht'll in th~ ClI1'itumc of his country, the venerable 
.. \mh chief, to honour liS with his company a little 
Wily 011 our joorn<'.y. ITis nppearnnce was stately 
md plltril\rt'lHlI in the extreme. But this crafty old 
milD \\ 1\ not om' friend. for he had useu us deceit­
iulh-. nlld misI'Pprescntcd us and onr goods to his 
lUll"((-r; anu 'It' had cnjoyed an innocent kind of 
rt' cni!C', ill auroini!l;tcriug to him. nfter repeated 
Application... n powerful dose of medicine. which. 
tlluu/{h barml",:,-!! in its effects, bad yet been ycry trou­
bli'"onw to him. Inuced it was not till we had 

ja11\p\''l.I'' thc SUit(ll, his sister, and all the royru. 
fnlllHy, thnt we \H'rc permitted to take our farewcll of 
.... \\oori('. 'I'hc .:-ity was litcnlUy coyered ,,;th water 
on Our rn~Hiug through it, and the deep hollows 
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f0I"1110(1 by the rains wero very uuruorcus. and danger. 
OU!! by being imrisible; nevertheless, with onro and 
pnticncc, we all got outside the gates in safety. 

It is plca-sant, VCl'y pleasant, after an im.prisQllment 
of £"0 weeks in a closo, dark, and unwholesome 
chamber, subject to overy kind of inconvenience aDd 
much anxiety, to bo set at liberty; to know nnd feel 
that ono is froo; to admire again the beauties of God'e 
croation, and enjoy onco more~the cheGring freshness 
of tho country. It is only in health thnt such feelings 
can either be excited or indulged. Objecl;s ever 
so ohanning orc looked on Tlrith indifforenoe by aD 
invnHd. For our parts, we bod entered Yaoorio in 
sicklless, O"nd had suffoNd muoh in that city; but we 
loft it ill aU tho strength and vigour of heo.lth. 
During om residonco thoro, tho gl'OWth of vegetatiou 
had beon nstouishingl y rapid ; tho faco of the country 
woro un aspoct entirely clitlorent and improved; the 
troes and shrubs had put on t\. greener and a lovclier 
«liycry ;" tho grasses, stWlw(l as they were before 
for wuu.t of moisture, lUHl Spl'Wlg up to the 8w'Prising 
height of tell 01' twelve feet; and the corn t\Dd rice 
hacl grown up with llO loss vigour. 

Owing to the reputed bi\.dness of the pnth,that. by 
whioh wo hod entol'ocl Yaoorie '''''flS rojeoted for n wore 
llortherly ouo, lendiog ill almost t\ direct lino to the 
riY01' Cubbio. About n. mile or two from tho ,Yfllls 
of Yilool'io, tho old Arab stopped suddonly, nnel we 
imitating his oXflmplo, he offered up 1\ short, thOllgh 
animo ted hliluolllllledan prayor for oW' success; ond­
bidding us -tUl afi'cctiollate farewell. he turned his 
horse I\-bout oud returnod t.o t,he oity. In tho I'lllt,ici· 
pation of journeying to Guade, we ht\d purchased on 
ass of Ali, tho Ari\.b; tl-Ild this autuml, as weU as t.110 
horsos, su ffered grea.tly L.-om the attacks of a speoies 
of IUl'go fly, which is to them by day what mosquitoes 
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I nro to mankinll b~' night; and this evil, combined with 
I 111ll rugg-l,tIoC:';!; and inequality of the rOlld, which was 

intcr"('plcd by deep and rapid rivulets, caused us much 
.1,,18) lIlul annoyance. About mid-day we arrived at 
till' wall ... lll' u. pretty considerable town, cnlled Guada, 
(ltul hnitl'd ncnr n. small creek of a river flowing from 
t Inhhie. Ill\d ontcl'ing the Niger 0.. little lower down. 
Tkr(', a~ soon us wo had taken n slight refreshment, 
Wt~ tll'nt l}\lr lleasts ncross the Niger to proceed by 
land lu C0i1ssa, and embarked in two canoes, which 
w,'r" ('Ildl paddled by four men. These CBnoes are 
about ('ightt:'cll or twenty feet long, Ilnd formed from 
1\ ... illglt:' log of wood. unlike those of Boossa. '"'hen 
wn g'ot i.nto tho main body of tile Cubbie river, the 
l"\ll.wm('n kO}1t us expo'5cd to the sun for a considerable 
timo, wniting: thl' arrival of two companions, because 
t htl men" it h "hom we had b('on supplied were unable 
r_. U1n1ll\~O h(lth canoes by themselves. Though we 
l~lltrcl\tl,.1 tlw 1(,lUr Ul(lU to go a little W~ly with us, or at 
lenst to com('), U~ into a cool and shnJy'place. which 
we pointed out to them, for protection from the suo's 
rays. the,'! would not hcarken to us; ,,:e fonnd scolding. 
thrent'l. Rnd supplication. to be nIl cqunlly unanl.iling: 
they mnil\tnint~tl tho ~amc calm, yet mortifying placidity 
of cnuntcuan<.·c, thnn wmch, in such a case, uothiDg enn be 
mnrl' "t',il\~. At length we were fain to hold our peace. 
ntHl pntit'ntl)' re~igned oursch-es to the inconvenience. 

TIll' C'ubhic rivor ftills into the Ni~cr about four 
mik, fr\llU th(' creek where wo had eillbnrked: and 
nn l'ntcrin.~ the Xiger. we found it running from two 
t" tilrl'l' milt'S an hour, nnd with trifling labour on 
th., part (If th(' cauoemell. wo ('ould haw journeyed 
f ry rnpi\ll,y: but thoughwe had ta.ken on board their 
tW() ('lll\lpi\uions, the whole of them were so obsti­
nflt,'I)" imlolcllt, that we trnxelled "cry slowly indeed, 
ln~ol\mch that we did not expect to an-ive at tho 



270 FROM YAOORlE TO BOOSSA. 

appointed halting-place for the night. The can.oes, 
however, were passing along almost close to the shore, 
and we saw a woman at the water's edge who had a 
quantity of cheap count.ry beer for sale, and thinking 
it might animate the men to 'a little more exertion, 
we purohased a·s much as they could drink, which in 
a. few minutes completely metamorphosed them. The 
meekness, innocence, Q.ild composure of their listless 
countenances SOOD passed away; their heavy eyes 
sparkled with fire and arumo.tion; they trembled all 
over with anxiety to display their strengt.h. dextedty, 
and yigour; and each being emulous to riml.his 
companion, they snatched up their paddles, and by , 
their united efforts the canoes glided through the 
water with inconceivable velocity. oven to the danger of 
upsetting. Thus we proceeded down the river till the 
sun had set, and the moon W,\S shining beautifully on 
the watcr, as we dre,,' near to a small Cumbrie village on 
the borders of the river, where we illuded Ilnd pitchedotV' 
tent. Thethermometerto-dayhas yariedfrom 75° to 92°. 

Tuet;da!l. August 3d.-Arisiug at an early hour, wo 
shot a po..l'~ridge .and Guinea-fowl. aud breakfasted in 
the OIleD ail', Wlder t.he intense scrutiny of a hundred 
bright bla.ck eyes; then, striking our tent. we hastenod 
to t.he canoes which we hRd left secured, and embarked 
on the river while it was yet morning. and the air cool 
and pleusant. Though the lowering appearance of the 
firmament seemed to betoken a violent storm, t.he 
black clouds dispersed as the sun gathered strength, 
and he burst out on us, nn hom' after our departure, 
with peculiar heat and splendour. 

On all the borders of the numerous branches of tho 
river, as well us on i~s small islands, yust quantities 
of corn were growing; and it being near the tinlC 

of harvest, it 'YfIS nead:)'" ripe, and waved oYer tho 
water's edgo yery prottil)~. Platfonus ,yere o\'ery-
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wh,on' f'tl'\'tcd to tho height of, 01' ra.ther above the 
com, whidl grows as high IlS ten or twelve feet. 
P~ .. pl, \\ en' stationed on these to scare awny the 
1)11111' l'lllli tlighbl of sma.ll birds, which do great 
mi l'bid', amI would, without this precaution, destroy 
tho hnp('.'\ of tho cultiYs.tor, A boy or girl, and in 
lUI!1\ "UM!! (l. womnn \\~ith n .child at her breast, and 
!"'\cn" u whole family together, we observed on the 
platiorw!. 1l1l1usillg tholUsehres ill this manner, without 
tho li~hh,,,t shade or cO\fering of any kind to shelter 
them from thc fierceness of the sunbeams, Standing 
,~r('t'l nnd motioule~8. Ulauy of them looked like stntues 
of hlw'k Ultll'hlo rathor than Ih-ing hnman beings; 
hut olhl~rs. pn"ticulafly the women, disregarding their 
lint)', \\l'fe indlU~tl"iouijly employed in plaiting straw, 
!,,\lI'pl 'in.1l; thl' wants of their children, manufnctw'iug 
r Hl(", l\rl'::<.sing pnwi:;iona, ... ~c, In order the more 
dlccumU) to frightcn awny the birds, several of the 
\\ ,1tdll'1" "L're t\lfllished \\;th slings and stones, 
in tht llS0 of which they seem to b-:: vcry skilful ; 
b "iuf'.s thl'AC, pieces of rope wore fastencd from the 
l)llltfl)rUl to tl tree at somc distance, to which large 

cal,\hl\:-\h('~ were slispenJoo, "wi.th holes in them, 
lhl"\)u.gh 'I hich sticks worc passed, so that when the 
fOpu l~ puU('ll lh~'y make a loudo cla.tteriug noise. 'l'he 
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calabashes are sometimes fastened whole to the rope, I 
containing about a handful of stones, which answer 
t.he purpose of making a noise when put in motion as t 
well as the sticks. To this is often added the halloo- ! 
ing and screaming of the watchers, which is dismal 
enough to frighten an cyil spirit, and it rarely fails to 11 

produce the desired effect. 
The inhabitants of many of the numerous walled 

towns and ,illages on the banks of the Niger, and also 1 
of the islands, we find are for the most part Cumbrie t 
people-a poor, despiseq, and abused, but industrious 
and hard-working race. They are but too often 
oppressed nnd persecut~d by their morc fortunate 2nd 
powe.rfulneighbours, who affirm that they are fitted 
by natllIc only for slaves, and are therefore invariably 
treated by them as such. 

The Cumbrie also inhabit many part-s of H~:ussa 
and other coun~ries; they speak different languages, 
but they ha,ve nIl the same llursuits, superstitions, 
amusements, and peculiar manners, to which they 
firmly and scrupulously adhere, bot.h in good and bad 
fortune, in sickness and in health, in freedom und 
slaycry, at home and in foreign countries, notwitb­
s~anding the scorn and derision to which it subjects 
them; and they are known to cherish and -maintain 
thero to the end of life, with as much pertinacity 3S 

the Hebrew does his faith and national custoros. 
Inheriting from their ancestors a peaceful, timid, 
passionless, incurious dispositjOD, they fall aD easy 
prey to all who choose to molest them i they bo\\' ­
their necks t.o the yoke of s1twery without n murmur, 
and think it a, ma,ttor of course j and perhaps no 
people in the world are to be· fowd who are less 
sus.cept.ible of intense feeling nod the finer ollotions 
of t.he human mind, on being stolen awny from their 
fayotu,ite nnmsements and pursuit-s, and from tho 
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Lll"IJOl of thei.r wi\'~s nnd families, than these Cumbrie 
1"'01,1 0. who aro held in such general disesteem. Thou­
.Jutl.", of thcw reside in the kingdom of Yaoorie and 

It pro\ inee of Engnrski; and the most of the slaves 
iii tbl' (,npitn.l havo beon taken from among them. 

Thf tribute, or rather rent. which they pay to the 
U!tili}, for the land they cultiYote, consists of n. quan­

t it, of porn, about tho size of a bundle as mueh as 0 

nl!~11 ('l\ll l'l\rry. for eyery plot of land, whether it be 
In rg(' ot· smo.lt. 'When, howevcr> the ban'est foils, 
they afLI fit liborty to give a cortain number of cow­
Ill'S in lieu of the accustomed duty of corn. If the 
poor bo\"o no means of paying their rent when it 
lH'COlDl'g due, tho sultan immediately despa.tches a­
hoely of horse-lllen to their ymages, with a command 
t\l Kt'iw und curry away as mnny of the people as 
tlu') 11m)' think propcr. It sometimes happens, how­
H'r, Ihnl the Hultan of 11l.0orie puns the reins of 

opprctc'sion with too tight. a hand; and as cowards, 
"hl.'o \lrin:-n to despcration. often gn'c specimens of 
(':\trnon:linary comagc and resolution, so the negligent 
Ulllt d~Rpho\cd Clllllbric, "''Tithing under the lash of 
wjurll'''' wbich thoy htlyc ne\'er deserved. defend them­
I:lI'hc<:, "ith extraordinary determination and bravery, 
nl\~l nut unfreq\\cntly come off yictorious from the 
(,OIlllict. 1.'hc benefit. whie-h results to them from 
thl'b\.· (Hh nntuge:<o is an exemption from the payment 
of l"I'nt lUI' two 01' three subscquent years. 

nmlng our rcsidence in Yaoorie, an expedition, 
III' pllkhl'd 11J the sultan for the above pW'pose, 
f('t\lrlwd ummccessful from Engarski. The most un~ 
fa'llurahlc trait in the character of the Cumbrie is the 
l''\ trl'lUl' llirtine-~i'l they disphlY in their habits gene­
fully. from which not one of them appears to be free. 
rhl·.' arl' g'clll.'nlUy considered good agriculturists and 
~'pcrt 6~b.crlUl.'n: they grow t\buudo.nce of com o.I\d 

VOL. 1. T 
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onions, but a great part. of the former is disposed of to 
the natives of Boo~ and Y~oorie, to whose monarchs 
they are subject Most of them are rother slovenly 
about their persons, and make use of few ornaments, 
and even these arc of the commonest description. 
'l'hey bore immense holes in the lobe of th('- car 
for the admission of bits of fine-coloured wood; nnd 
the soft part of the septum of the nose is perforated 
in like !,llilnner, through which is thrust a long picce 
of blue glass. When the females buye a mind to 
appear with unusual smartness and effect, a croco­
dile's tooth is inserted through both lips, and projccts 
upwards as far as the nose. These useless, unbecoming, 
nnd singular ornaments ilUpart to the countenance au 
unuaturo.l nnd barbarous expression. which is very far 
frow agl'ceable, and llrodllces an unpleasant and painful 
emotion in the mind of the beholder, I n our intercoUl'sO 
with the Cumbrie, they nppeo.l'ed mild, innocent, and 
even amiable in their manners ; and they beha\'ed to us 
with all the ci\·ility. hospito.lity, and kindness of their 
natures, uutiueturcd by insincerity or lukewar mness, 

The annexed sketch is a. l'epresentntion of tho 
slocI>ing huts of thesc people (Cumbrie)) which wo 
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nllud('<i to on our passo.ge up t,he river. The door­
wny, which is tho ou.ly opening they have, is closed 
by u- wat which 'is suspended inside. They have 
nn ~h.rps to cntor by, but scrnmble iuto it as well 
n-l. tht'Y can. '1'ho comwon coozie hut is used by 
llu'ID for ordinary lJUrposes, such as cooking, It!.C., 
t\llT'ing the day, but never at night. These sleeping' 
hntR nr_' a.bout 81}Von or eight feet wide, they are nearly 
l'irculnr, aro made of clay, and thatched with the 
palw lenI; tJley nre clevntcd above tho ground so as 
to "'('curo the inmates from the annoyance of ants, 
~n nkl'8. and the wet ground. and even for protection 
from tho ullig:ators which 1)row1 a.bout at night in 
8l'urch of preJ. W' 0 were informed of instances 
"IWTO theso creatures ho.vo carried off the legs and 
armll of Ol1tiV(';I, who have iucllutiously exposed 
thnm"l'hcs to their uMacks. The huts will hold about 
hull'lHlulcn peoplo. Sometimes the pillars SUllpOrt­
iug' till' hut nrl' wtilled round, but this is not often 
1101h'. nud tlwy gcnerally uppear us in the sketch. 

'l'hC' Iltlth-es rl'Cqueutly kill the alligators by means of 
1\ hl'U\Y spl"llr o.bout teu fcot long, like the sketch. 

011('1 mul i,~ furnished with (l hea.vy piece of iron-wood 
ttl J;i\ c it forc(' . uuo. tho other with n. sharp-pointed 
btubl'U irOll. It is a.ttn.ched to the bow of their canoe 
by 0. pl\)l'e of g rass rope, ,,-hiob is fastened to the upper 
cnd. and is u. t'orwidllble weapon. A smoJ.ler spear 
of tho &lIDO de~cription ia utSeu by those people for 
killing fish. in which occupntion th('y arc very expert . 

. \:; we procc...-dtXl down the Niger by a dlftcrcnt 
chuuud frQUl thu.t by which we had u.scended it to 

T2 
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yaoorie. we had fresh opportunities of remarking the 
more striking fentw'cs on its banks. The river, as 
might naturally 4ave been expected, is much swollen, 
and its CUITent more impetuous than when we passed 
up in our voyage to Yaoorie; and many of the stones 
aod rocks which then annoyed us are now under 
water, and completely hidden. In the earlier part of 
the evening we landed at a small Cumbrie village, 
nml our cauoes were pulled up on a sandy beach for 
the night in seew·ity. The thermometer has been at 
950 to-day. 

l'Vednesday, August 4t1t.-The inhabitants of the 
yillage wherein we slept last night had nothing to 
offer us to cat either then or this morning j but we 
had the good fortune to shoot a pa.rtridge) and we 
had it dressed for brenkfa-st. But it was, like mnny 
others, a. most nnsavoury repast, fpr we had nothing 
to eat with it, not even a little salt; the people of 
the village, as well as most of their countrymen, 
making use of a quantity of wood-ashes instead, 
wh.i('h contain saline })articles. because salt is too 
e:o..-pensive an article for these simple villagers to 
purchase for their own cousumption! 'We hacl every­
thing couyeyed to tile canoes at an early hout, and 
al seven o'clock, A.M., we were once more upon- the 
Nigel'. The cnnoemen, as well as Out own people, 
had forecast and contrivo nce euough to supply them­
selves with 0,. few ears of Indian corn last night, 
w'bich they thought themselves wlll'ranted to l)luck 
fl'om 0,. field at no gl"eat distance from their sleeping 
quarters; yet all of them complained of hunger tlus 
moruing, and left the yillago in a. vcry ill humour. 
To satisfy their appetites, our canoes were pulled on 
shore rcpeatedly during tho forenoon, for the mell 
to steal some of the corn whioh overhung the margin 
of the river, They were, hO'~Teyer, perceived by tho 
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mom uiligont of the watchers, but they did not take 
I10Y measures to prC\'ent them, because they saw 
that th('y wero the sultan's sen'ants, and the whole 
nt these- 'hav!,) tho priYilege of stealing as much corn 
from tho Cumbrie as they may ha,'o occasion for. 
OU(I puor man hacl Il. canoe laden with new corn, 
wblch was pounced upon by these hungry plunderers, 
who compelled its roluctant owner to transfer it from 
hi~ canot:' into their own, without remunerating him 
ill fl.nYWiliC for tho loss he thus sustained. Another 
indhidllal who happened to bc in a canoe was chased 
IL considern.ble di~tl\uce do,,~ tho riYer, under the 
imprellsion that he 1\1\11 likewise corn with hi.m, the 
robhQrl' onllcln-ouring to pnUiiLto their conduct by 
snying, tlmt 1\\\ till' man paid no tribute to the sultan, 
Ilis "tt'l'('ts woro a.t all tillles lit\blc to be seized. The 
mOll, ho" eyer, c-:xl'rtl'd n,1l his strongth, and happily 
SUC('l'Ptit'tl in Uln\ing his escape. 

Ahout noon wo obsor,'cd Il. herd (If FalMah cows 
wazing on the banks of the ri"cr j and in the water, 
" littlt~ way from them, we saw a.n immense croco­
Uil~ floating on the surface like a long canoe, for 
which it was at first mistaken, and watching nn 
opportunity to seize one of them, and destroy it by 
Jt't\g~in~ it into the rh·er. As soon as he \vas per­
e('in ... l hy the cnnoemell. they paddled as softly as 
pO'""ibl{' towards him. intending to wait at a short 
tii:-ltlllll.'l! till tho crocodile should have accomplished 
hi~ Ol~t'l·t. when thoy agreed to pull rapidly towards 
the shore. (\lhl renp the fruits of the reptile's amazing 
~tf<'n!!"th. b~· scnring hiro off from his prey. or 
tle~trO."'Il~ hin\ with harpoons, for the skin of a. 
crocodil ... is not considered impenetrable here. Their 
int('uti \IU~. howtwcr. wero frustra.ted by the sudden 
di:sul'peru'auc{' of tho crocodile, \\~hich di"cd the moment 
h\' l' \!rl...'ciYcd the canoe so nOM hi.m, making a loud 
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plashing noise, and agitating t.he water in a re­
markable manner in his descent. lVe waited in 
n\in for him to rise again. A 'fcry short time nfter 
this the canoeDlen landed at lVarree, which is the 
Illost celebrated market-town in the dependency of 
Ellgnrski, and consists of several clusters of huts 
encircled by a dwt\.lf clay wall. The market is 
attellded by many thousands of people from different 
parts of the country, besides Yaoorie, Boossa, and 
Wo\\,ow, yet nothing peculiar to Engarski is exposed 
for sale in it; and the cheapness at which the pro­
ductions of the country nro disposed of is most likely 
the principal inducement for buyers to resort to 
Wance. Vast numbers of cauoes, filled "ith people 
and goods, wore passing from ono side of the. 'Niger 
to the other during our limited stay outside the towD, 
and the countenances of both buyers and sellers 
l)etrayed a "cry anxious and business.like expres· 
sian, As soon as our curiosity was "fully satisfied, 
we also crossed O'fcr to the Boossa side of the river, 
and landed at a small walled town cnllcd Gamicaua. 
which is inhabited by the Cumbrie, and situated 
nLont. fivo miles north of tho city of Boossa. At no 
great distance from this plnce, and within sight of it, 
aU the branches of the Niger meet and form (I. beall. 
tiful and magnificent body of water, at least. seven 
or eight JUiles in width; and it is truly ast.onishing 
what becomes of it, for at Doossa the river is no 
more than 0. stone's.throw ncross, and it-s depth is 
in proportion to its uarrowness. But about an hour's 
wnlk from thence, it ogain becomes n noble river, 
and mniutains its width, it is said, even to Fundn. 
This singular fact fnvours the opinion, that a largo 
portion of the waters of the Niger is cOllycycd by 
subterrllneous }la-ssages from tho t.own of GnrnienSSll, 
to n few miles below Boossa. 
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Shoftly aftor our I\rriva.l, whon we wore making 
!;Orne allusion to tho river to one of the inhabitan ts, 
u }'ullitah heRring \IS, came forward and mnde the 
l'~tfa01'dinnry assertion that, instead of running to 
Fl1ufln. it took 0. turn to the eastward, nod disem· 
lH\g'ucu itself into the lake Tshnd in BOTDOU, But 
tlll'oncs respecting the Niger are even mere variolls 
RlItl ('ontrnry in this country, than the hypotheses of 
thl' IClll'OeJ. of Europe ou the subject. Scarcely two 
p"opll' nrc to be found that agree in the sarno opinion, 
nmI their suppositions are not confined to the eour,so 
!\Ilrl torminz\tiOH, but iuclude also tho source, of this 
myst('rions riYer; yet. with all their talk, it is easy to 
pl'r('civc that the nativcs are all entirely ignorant of 
tho mllttel'. 

rrhc cl\rlil'r piU't of tho eYening, after our Q.rrinll 
at Gllrnil'l\~ll{\, was cahu, sercnc, aDd delightful ; and 
Llw tlih-o,'Y moon shollc ,dth unusual resplendence . 
It WRS i\ fayourable time for tho inbnbit,nnts of the 
town to enjoy thdtusclyes j nnd nccordingly t.hey 
",,'n' Unl/) cmployed in good earnest. Singing, 
dnnring, anJ. musie.pluyillg, nrc the only divertise· 
ments with which tho generality of tho Cumbrie 
tHO acquainted ; anu though this people are even 
UlOfl' despised than tho slothful Hottentots of the 
l'ollllthcrn l):lrt of the contineut.-though their rights 
aN uuhcedcd and their liberties a.bused, yet these 
\'ollsidcrntiolls do not seem to impress them with 
l,{looUlY reflection; and they trille awny their leisure 
hOUf'!. in play with as much zest and thoughtless 
~nllits us though they were tho most favoUl'ed people 
ILl tho world. 

A sudden and confuseJ. noise of merriment awoke 
me from a l)letlsing kind of re\'eric iu which I wos 
il\\hllging in tho moonshine. I went out instantly 
tu n::lccrtaiu the CQUile of such obstreperous mirth, 
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and discovered a number of young girls, and married 
womeu with children on their backs, dancing, sing­
ing, romping, and clapping their hands, after the 
manuel' of the country; and a group of their mnIe 

I relatives standing beside them as judges and spec­
ta.tors of their proceedings. A female would spring 
suddenly from amidst her companions, and after 
skipping and dancing with great animation till she 
became quite exhausted, would fall backwards into 
the arms of her associates, who, anxiously watching 
her movements, had put themselves into a suitable 
attitude to l'egeive her. Another wouJd then supply 
her place, and then another, till all the festiy(~ party 
had danced in turn; and this amu.sement was kept 
up with so lUuch spirit, that screams of laughter 
n.nd other violen~ ~okens of deligh~ continued as long 
as it lasted. The dance (if it cleserve the name) 
commenced with the w-hole of the females, married 
and single. They first formed themselyes iuto a 
circle, holding fnst of each othet 's arms, and t.hen 
they moved round "cry slowly without lifting their 
feet from the ground. This exercise seemed to luwo 
occasioned them much exertion and difficulty, if we 
might be allowed to judge from the violent and 
peculiar manner in which they shook nud twisted 
their bodies, o.s well a-s from the failure of several 
of the younger girls, who were obliged to quit the 
l)ng almost Il-S soon as it WIlS fonned. This 
slowness of motion WIlS gl'adunlly succeeded by fI 

sprightlier movement, till they ran round so swiftly 
that the circle was suddenly broken, and many of 
tho women were thrown with violence to the ground. 
The singing, or rat.her screaming. and clapping of 
hnnds, togethel' with other noises, more vociferous 
and wild than these, were continued t.ill the appronch 
of morning, when It heavy shower drove ev~ry ono 
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lionll', Nothing, pcrha.ps, in this country is more 
l'lIpnhlo of producing 11 wild, romantic, and pleasing 
l'lrl'0t thnn such a spectacle as this, and at such 
u time. III front of us lay the celebrated Niger, 
rl nt,(,till~ from its llnrufHed surface the splendid 
o,lImpy (In'1" our hends, with the radiant clouds of 
,it'lutrling doy. On each side of the riYer Nature hod 
HC'lttl'''';!! with n hn-ish h(lDd t.he most lovely of hor 
gift'4; nuli yon.ll1ut trecs cast their tall shadows on the 
wilter. \lmost close to the place where we stood 
'l\l\'i U l'irclo of na.ked savage w!lmen, aU }>Iack os a 
coni. who were performing tho oddest anhcs imngin­
ab!('; unll !'.till D\~orcr stood 0. wild-looking group of 
thoir n\t\\o compnnions. resting 011 their tall speat'S, 
ll.t1ri Iltlrtil'lpnting in tho frolic with nil their hearts. 
A thn"'-l'ortlercd !'Ush 01' straw hat, haying a high 
lwnk, 11\\t without a brim. wus the only article of 
lln'lIS "orn hy thc~o men. Altogether. ~\S we have 
nlrC!Hh i:'nid. tbo scene was such 8.l:i to till the mind 
with the highest grat.ification and ueligbt. To us 
it w,\~ irrc!olistibly charming, nnd we contemplated 
it u. lon,V; timc with emotions of the most pleasing 
dc~c1"iption. 

rllllJ·,~/d.I/, August 5th. - It rained incessantly 
till hctw('cll eleven and tweh'c o'clock in the fore­
noon, '\ lu.'U the sun made his appeaftl,uce at intervnls. 
and thl.' wl.'athcl' bect\Ule fine, which we promptly 
anlued olU"tIolves of. in pursuing our journey along 
thu hank'j of the Niger to Boossa. 1.'hc path was 
tilll'd with water and broken up by the force of the 
min~. Utcr an hour's rido we drew ncar to the 
W!\U'-\ of tho cih-, nnd soon arrived at tho drummer's 
houN:'. which h~d been our former residence. Hero 
Wo ft)uud the MidIki on her knees to receive o.nd 
WdC(llUO us back again to BoossU. in the nnme of tho 
king. But we were not permitted to cnter and 
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t.a.ke possession of our old apartments, for the queen 
conductccl llS to other huts, whioh form part of D 

cluster inha.bited by Falui-ahs, and emigrants of both 
sexes from Y nniba and Nouffie, wbo arc mostly 
sla,es to the king. A quantity of milk and large 
calabashes of rice and fish, st.ewed in pnlm oil, 
werc seut us a few minutes after our arriral ; and 
in the (;wening we were visited by the monarch, 
who said he had been apprehensiye that we required 
a little repose and quietness after our journey, and 
thereforo he did not like to intrude on us before. 
He e~"'Pressed tho pleasure he felt on seeing us again, 
and welcomed us with the utmost cordiruity. T ho 
hlidiki, who had accompanied him to ow' bouse, 
pn.id us n similar compliment. It bas been told us 
that the drummer's wife had excited the em')" of the 
queen by wearing rOlmd her neck a. smart gi l ~ 
button which we had given her; and that tlUs is the 
only reason that we were not allowed to occupy OUI 

former lodgings in her house. Yet, to be (won with 
her fair ri,'al, the queen had cxtracted from her 
little shee})skin box, wherein they had been confined 
for a. quarter of a. century, 0. sroall number o~ round 
and flat golden ornaments:with which she has adorned 
her sable bosom, and thereby totally eclipsed- the 
transitory splendour of the button belonging to the 
drummcr's wife. 

On OUl' arri\'al nt Boossll, the face and hands of 
both my brother nnd self were much swollen and 
highly inflamed by exposme to the sun, and tlUs 
circumstance, simple as it was, excitod tho queen's 
sJDlI)athy almost to tears. 

Friday, Aug~t 6th.-In a. cotn"orsntion with tho 
king this morning, he intimated thit it would be 
necessary for us to visit Wowow, previous to our 
going to F nuda, because the prince of that st·ate, ho 
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li.1. hnd already made "ar on Kiamn on our account, 
lind l'nptnrod a few of its people. The king had 
Ill'l'n indllced. from the representations of the Jlidiki, 
\\ ho i!oi Ri$ter to tho chief of 'Vowow, to urge our 
tnkmp: thi~ ato],; and as we dare not raise objections, 
'H." huH' promised to go thither in a. day or two, 
ulti10ngh wo nrc well aware thnt the little present we 
.. 1'1\11 lUI necesRitatcd to offer him will by no mea.ns 
nn~\\l'r hi~ l'xpectations. Tho :king bas himself 
TPjlC'otPII to U~ the promise which he made to our 
mlln. of fumh~hing us with n canoe sufficiently huge 
to couhlin tho whole of our people and ourselves, nnd 
\, hnt(\\"l'r goods we mny haye left; and in order to 
hind him to hi~ wOl'd, we hll,'e giyen him our tent 
au.! till' hor"" ... which was lately his own; so that, 
th~JH'i"'tt of tlll'sc. we shall not have the means of 
trlw.'llinc; Oll Il\od. and shall therefore of necessity 
lll' ohlig-t.t tn pl'oe~tl by water. To the queen also, 
\I ho'!:!e itltiuC1H'e OYl'r the mind and actions of her 
hU:-Ibontl i:-l unbounded. we have made a present much 
gn-'ut(\r thnn our lUenns walTnnte<i, with which she is 
1Il\)rc thnn plcl\~d. \Yo have further endeayoured 
t(l win llt~r fIn our by kindness. compliment. nnd 
llt\ttcry; and these mca.n~ are the most powerful 
lmd (ltfl-'din.' in the world. The simple-hearted 
fl'llm\l'" (If tbi:-t country orc quite unable to resist 
tllt-'m. Thus fill' eyorything is ftwournble to our 
enterp""!.'. yet doubts sometimes arise in our minds; 
and should. a canoe be denied us after all tbat the 
llh1unn'h of tl\is plnee bl\s said. we nre determined, 
\1 b(-'n tht:' time draws ncar for our departure, to take 
n ('.'o~ of our own ncconl. and steal away from 
BO(I"&\ by night. "li'a1h.tnh::;.," said the king to~dny. 
\1 ith nltll'h !icriousnesl:i .•. reside ou l~nch side of the 
ri,t:'r in ~onsidcmbl(' llumbcl's, nnd I begin to fear 
that w('y 'will endanger your personal safety." 
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"But," nnswers Pascoe, our interpreter, ({ English­
men ore gods of the waters,· and no el"il cnn bcfull 
tllCID in boats, even though aU Africa, or the whole 
world, should fight ag:.tinst them." "I will, how­
ever," said the king iurepIy, H go doW'll and ask the 
becken 1'oualt (dark or black water, which the Niger 
is evcrj"\\-here emphatically styled) whether it will 
be prudent and safe for the white men to embark on 
it or not) and I will be sme to acquaint you and the:n 
of my success, be it good or bad," To-morrow 
morning, we understand, he intends making this 
singular experiment; and we have only to hope that 
the Niger may return him a fa;,ourable answer to his 
question, 

To-day, when we ascertained that it was the actual 
intention of the king to supply us with a canoe, we 
thought proper to present him, in . the nalUe of our 
sO\Tcreign, with one of those beautiful sih'er medals 
which WCI'e cast during the American war, for the 
pUl'pOSC of distributing amongst those Iudinn chiefs 
who woro favourable to the English interests. A 
large and vuluable chain of the same met.al was 
attached to it, and nothing which we had }lreviollsly 
given the king seemed to htwe pleased him so much 
as this modo} and chain i he regnl'ded it indeea \\;th 
childish admiration. We assmed him that he might 
now consider himself as the king of Englaud's most 
particular friond, and that ho could not offer a moro 
grateful roturn, than by fa\·ouring and assisting us in 
our pinn of jom-neying to the salt water, by way of 
the Nigel'. , 

Sa-l.urda,V. August 7tll.-Just o.fOOr we bad nrisen 
this morning, the king MnlO to us "-lth joy beaming 
ill his countenance, nud quickly informed us that, 
according to his promise, he had been dow'll to tho 
Niger, with his malluDl or priest, and that tho result 
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(,f hi~ \ i .. it was highly favourable to our wishes a' 
~t 11 n hllJ oml, .. the river having promised to 
"lIwhU't UH in safety to itt) termination." One of Ollr 
(ftl' tf'~t IlpprchonsionB is by th is mCit-ns rcmon~d. 
fIe lik.'wi~ll observed thiL-t the canoes of the chief of 
\\ uwo\'!' "ere much superior to his own, and he 
~hnlli11 therefore request him to sell us ll. large Ilnd 
~oo,l 1)1ll" milde of 1\ single trunk, instead of one 
loiuL,.t in thu middle, which he said would not be 
'citlll'r !;it) strong or SO safe. 'Ye thanked him, and 
c'\prI'Sfll'tl a desire to purchase such a one as he had 
rt'l.'omnll'udc(l without delny, that we might haTe time 
to mako wbt\tcycr alterations we should deem llcces­
sury, nnd 'Procure n. mast, awning, sail, &c. before 
tHlr t1"Plll'turC, 

.11./11'/"/1. ~t/ltT"# gln.-The king told Pascoe tws 
IUllrnmA', that neither himself nor the midlki had 
liHdl,d nuimnl fool1 for the last threo weeks, and that 
if \H' ,",ould moke him a present of a guinea-fowl ho 
"lluhi he greatly l)lcascd, as he had ~een living upon 
tioth lill be was tired of it. This was jocosely spoken, 
anI) not intended for oW' eru's, as the king subse­
queutl)' informed u.s: but when he knew, by our 
lomvltllilce with his expressed wish, that Pascoe had 
nmdo us. arquaintcd ,,;tll it, his delicacy was so much 
hurt thllt he was ashamed to yb"it us for a whole -day 
nftl'r 

'rIll' l~iug is ono of the tallest and finest men in 
tlll' l't)untry, 1\8 well us one of the most nctiyo and 
illd\l;o\trio\l~. lie is oftentimes unwell, owiug. accord­
ing to hh~ own account, to htn;ng, many years 
I\~!l, p.wt\llowed l\ quantity ot poison which bad been 
ililmillioth'rl'u to him as an excellent medicine, by 
on., wlln !:Iought bis lle:1>truetion. Other chiefs Hand 
.In'l'ft! men," not only in DOl'gOO, but in e'fcry plnco 
that '\ I' hay 0 yisited. cith~ dozc and sleep away the 



286 KINGS OF DOOSSA. 

great.est part of their lifetime, or spend it in the most 
childish and frivolous pursuits; ,,,hereas his majesty 
of Boossa, when he is not engaged in public affairs, 
usefully employs all his leisure hours in superintending 
the occupations of his household and making bis own 
clothes. The Midiki and he have dist.inct establish~ 
ments, divided fortunes, and separate interests j indeed 
they appeal' to have nothing in common with each 
other, and yet we baNe never seen so friendly a 
couple since leaving our native country. The man­
Ders of the Africans, too, are host.ile to the interest 
and ad"ancement of woman, and she is very rarely 
indeed placed on an equality with her husbtmd. 
Perhaps the prevaJence of polygamy, which tho 
religion of "the people tolerates, whether MahODl­
medan or Pagan, is one of tbe chief causes of 
the disesteem in which females are generolly 
held. 

The kings of Boossa, as we have before had occa~ 
sion to observe, have the reputation of being the 
greatest monarchs, next to the sovereigns of Bornoll, 
between that empire aud the sea; and this enviable 
distinction is acknowledged by every riyal chief. Yet 
it cannot be owing either to their power, their state, 
or their opulence, for of aU the Borgoo rulers; they 
are perhaps the poorest ilnd feeblest. The superior 
dignity of the kings of Boossa, and t4e honour and 
reverence which are universally paid them. have 
arisen, it is said, from tho rospccta.bility of their 
origin, for tlwy arc believed to be dcscendant.s of the 
oldest family in Afl'ica, which ill ancient times, long 
beforo the introduction b£ the :Mahommedu.n religion, 
WilS the great head of the fetish: hence the pro­
found respect which is yet show11 them by tho 
professors of the new faith, and those who still 
cling to the suporst.itions of the old, llnd tbe 



N.\TlVE PRIDE, 287 

11lfluClOI'l' \\'hiCh thoy exercise as fnr as their name is 
1 '1011"0. 

1'1Il,,~,f(t.'I, .A UgWft lOth.-'l' he Miruki sends us n. 
11,)\\ 1 uf bruised corn, boiled in water, which is called 
(lfIIl" twi.'c il day for our people j and the king sends 
dnily It little rice I\nd dried fish, seasoned with pepper, 
sui!, Bllt1l)o.lm oil, for our Olyn eonswnption. But we 
fillli tl,i,. insufficient fot' our people, who nrc eight in 
nUlllllI)r, and oUl"selyos: their appetites are extremely 
k('(' II, Gumen-fowlo.nd partridges, which we used to 
shoot hore in grent quantities, anel which formed the 
l)rinci1'1\1 part of our food, arc now procured with the 
gl'\'ut~~t difficulty and ft\tigue. owillg partly to the 
pr('\'I\\t·u('o of hea\')" mills. which hu"c rendered the 
gronnd Boft I\nu boggy, and partly to the surprising 
hoi~ht nUll 8titfucss of the coru-stalks, between wruch 
lllt'~t' hints always /:>l\elter theDlsch'es, 'Va are, there­
[01'1.'. often lUuch pCl'J.lIcxed about the means of pro­
eUl'in~ u meoJ, \Yith buttons the market is already 
01 ('rnttX·ked : thcJ huyc lost all their ~owers to charm. 
becauso those we haye heretofore sold werc of inferior 
qunlity, nnd not no,,", so that they begin already to 
loso thdl' l)olishcd lustre, and to look dull and black. 
~ccUl(,1\ Il1'C unsalcilb10 i wo ha\'e disposed of all our 
bit1'\ of coloured cloth, and COllllllon red stuff, tea. 
l't\1list('I'~, powder canisters, and o.lmost everything 
inu('cu that lCO!lld soU. resening the "ery few articles 
of grcater "Dlue which nre left, for presents to tho 
tlitrl'l'Cnt chiefs along tho banks of the Niger . .Amongst 
oth('r tJ'i llcs disposed ot' wore seyeral tin cases, which 
contained worthless nnd. unpalatable portable soups, 
.. \:c, The<l.c were labelled with slip~ of tin, which, 
though fath(-r dull and dirty, nevertheless attracted 
the admiration of many; and wo huye been highly 
w.wrtcd to :;CQ oue lUau in particular wn.lking at la.rge, 
aJ.\U :;truttiug about with •. Oonccutra.ted Gnwy" stuck 
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on his hcnd jn no less than four places. He appeared 
quito pl'oud nnd vain of these ornament.s, and was 
simpering with pleasure wherever he went. 

Our mon bear fatigue and hunger extl'emely well, 
, yet whon thoy have food in abundance they eal, or 

rathor de,'om' it, voraciously. One of them, who has 
tbo appotito of t\ horse, but who is himself uncon­
scious of it, understanding that anytbing bitter would 
sharl>cn this l)l'opensity, and enable him to consume 
a grentor quant,ity of provisions, La.s been in the 
const.ant hnbit of swallowing the contents of every 
bullock's gnll-bladder he coulcl meet witb. Six such 
stomachs us bis we hlwo daily to satisfy, if we can; 
nnd hiwing also two women (Pascoe's WIYcs) in onr 
trl\ill, wo think it will be no easy matter, at a future 
poriod, to BUPI)i), tllcm even with tho bare necessaries 
of life, 1ll01'O especially after ow' embnrkation in the 
cnnoe, 

lJ~edlll!sda.'1 • .August llt/I.-By t\ prcn'ions intima­
tion, wo prepared ourselyes carly this morning to 
dupi\rt fur Wowow; but becauso the rond to thnt city· 
"'flS supposcd to be bad, wo were obliged to wnit OD 

horsobl\Ok by tho king's house for n. considerable time, 
in ordor that 0 pOl'Son might. bo fOlmd t.o show us the 
most prollOI' p'\th. Howe)'er, wearied with woiting, 
wo left tho city without him, nnd he OYCl,took us 
I,bout threo or four houl'S nftcr we hnd been on our 
jourll(,Y. 'rho tH'couut of tho badness of the path, we 
SONl ;,uw, hull not becu e:mggernted; it was filled 
wit.!\ holes Imd pits, and oveFgl'owu with gross, so t-all 
thnt it )'eMhcd 1'0.1' obo'\'o our honds, i>.ud sprinkled 1\ 

shower of Witter on our persons. . Thorny shrubs tore 
our dothC's Ilutllacerntcd our flesh, and the branches 
of df,,"l,'a),c<l trees, whi('h had fnllcn across the path· 
way, Ulndo it o\'ol'ythi.ng but impas...."D.ble; while srosll 
I't"01'51 nlsllillg nlong with tho impotuosit,y of a torrent, 
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111\11 tlwir rugged and almost perpendicular ~ides. 
"Iltlu u(,l',l to rondor trayolling dangerous and evon 
drllnMul. In ('l'Os"Ijng 0. lru'ge and not yery r apid 
trl \jill, my horso foU with me; but my brother's 

rl futwli to cony him O'f"er. aud he was obliged to wade 
tl11"llu~h tho wMer, which renched abovo his arm-pits. 
'{,h" ht,d of tho stream was filled with rocks, against 
\\ hwh he struck himself several times, and was thro~m 
~10\\ n more than once, but without doing him any 
lIJ.1 l1rJ . 

• \ fl'W miles from Boossl we crossed in n. canoe a 
hrllllch of the Niger forming u. pretty little ri\Ter, and 
running nearly we~t, and which is said to encompass 
tilt' whole of Wowow. and to fllll iuto the parent 
~Irt'llll\ hdow thl\t state. I).'his is the riYer whit'h 
('nptllin Clt'ppcrtou wos informed enoil"c1ed the city 
,Hil l part of tho l,iugdoru of Boos...~; whereas it takes 
Clui tl on opPI,I.:lito direction, and where tha.t officer 

IIPPI) I.'ll it r('turned to tho Xiger, it actually takes 
jt~ ri l'. It was likewiso told us, that this srone river 
J\lin~ thr O~I/~' tl.u d if this be the case, the pl'inci})(l.­
llttt~ ll f K ilnm D.Ui.l Wowow must form I\U islaud of 
\ht'm1'l\'lr l:~. Between ono and two o'clock in the 
fternO\lu, when tho most difficult part of the journey 

lu\Ll bl'('n accomplished, wo halted at a farm belonging 
t,) l\w king of Boossa, 1'01' w~ were oU excessively 
fM iorul'fl. lien) wo were regaled with pnrched corn 
illl, l "liter, nmi refreshed oUl'Sch'es further with an 
hour'M rc~t; anll we again set forwl\rd with renewcd 
~pir'~ and additional cileerfulness, and about SWIsct 
j'l\tl'rp\l 11 plengnnt lit.tle ,'mngo, encompassed with 
tlnut"i>4hin~ plnntations of {'orn and )'fllllS, which Wll~ 
"lhltlt"ll near ,Mount Geol'~c the Fourth. 'Va slept 
lll'rl..'. 1'11\11 bd'oro we retircd to rest we made an uo­
i'lIl'\'\'~>4ful !).th'OlI,t to procure proYisiollR for om 
fl\mi"hiog tLttcudunts, yet tbey bad wisdom cnoug-h not. 

\01.. I. U 
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to forget themselves, for they had recourse to thoir old 
expedient of pilfering Indian corn in the night-time: 
and though a watch was kept by the inhabitants, who 
suspected their intentions, yet they escaped detection. 
Fires were made io our hut, which was very large, 
with branches of trees and a large trunk; and around 
these sat our roeo, dressing and eating their ill­
gotten food till morning. In the course of the day's 
journey we observed troees of lions and elephants. 
The Intter animals infest the woods between Boossa 
and Wowow in incredible numbers, and by the im­
pressions of their feet on the pathway, their size must 
be prodigious. 

Thursday, AugU8t 12th.- As soon as it was day, 
we were again on horseback; and, after a very plea­
snnt ride over an excellent footway of somewhat less 
than twelve miles, we entered the city of Wowow 
through the western entrance. Here we found our­
selves on the race-courso., and by dcsire we galloped 
swiftly towards the king's residence, and fired off !l 

couple of pistols as a.. signo.1 of our arrival. He prc· 
sently came out to see us; but os the messenger from 
Boosan. wns not at hand. and as it is the custom nevcr 
to enter into any kind of conversation without him. 
tho oM chief awaited his coming with much patience 
for more than half nn hour, nor could we approacb 
him during that time. Indeed no foreigner is per­
mitted to do 50, whatever may be his rank, unless in 
presence of the representative of the ohief from whom 
he last came. A nwnber of well dressed hlallams 
walked before the king on his comiug ont, and a. Ulan 
hearing on h.is shoulder a hea\'Y sword came after 
them; and, last of all, followed a long train of bi$ 
wives and children. who squatted themsoh'es on the 
ground and filled up tho doorway. 10 the wall 00 

onch side of the entrance of the town is a large wcbo. 
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ItI nne of w11icll the king stood fixed and motionless, 
with hi!! hauds clasped under his tobe, and supported 
Oil hia bo!-\Om; and round a pole which had been 
placed erect in the other niche, a naked youth had 
l'nl"lOcd bis legs, remaining in bl'eat,bless anxiety to 
11\ a p"ctator of the approaehing inteniew. No two 
hunmn beings 0\'01' bore 0. morc striking resemblance 
ttl I\tntucs tb£1.Il these; the deception was indeed com­
Vlde. For ourselves. we had sont our horses to 
wtlh" and "at about a dozen paces from the doorway 
unllnr 1\ large tree; the :Mallams were sprawling on the 
I !1rth botw"Con the king and us; and at a respectful 
di~ttlnc(' on cl\Ch side, groups of the inha.bitants had 
IlM,'mhln l tn gratify their curiosity. 

',"hilt' tho king remained in the above position 
,,'ithout lUo\'in!:!; u single muscle, and which last.ed till 
olll' nll'S:!t'n~\!1' ho.d made hi::; appearance, a singing­
\\omnu Ih'O\\ Ilcar the person of her son~reign, and 
l.t'glill to pXl'rl'i~c- hc-r vocation iu a tone of voice thtlt 
Ilil\llill) cd unYLhing but sweet·ncss or melody, and so 
InU1I IIIH1 shrill I\S to frighten away the bit·cis from the 
tn'l'S nt.'Qr the ~pot. After this salutation, she fell 011 
111'1' knt'l'~, and repentctlly threw handfuls of earth over 
h,'r Idt ~b oll l~lcr do,,-n her bnck, &c. The Boos~ 
tnt'O;~f'ngcr, who had been so au..xiously expected. l\t 

l.'lI~lh nrriV\~d. and the spell which hud bound enry 
tIll!' t~l lho Apot was di ssoh'cd iu a. mOment. We 
'n'I"!' tb!'n ('onductcll to the ki.ng, and formally i1ltro. 
dUt" ,I to him; but the gruve, eccentric 'old mnn, 
h\\(lk hllll,l .. with us without tnking them from the 

(lIll\' in w hieh the), ht\u been clwclolJed, or cyen ('011-

,h'>I\'\'ndil\ ~ ttl look in onr faces ; for be neyer makes 
it l\ pra.ctice to mise his head ",bove a. certain height. 
r, 1:q;II~ hl' should discoyer the person to whom he 
11U1)" h(l \!om crsing gMing full in his countenance, 
\., ,\ hkh he- has l\ YC'ry stmngo but uuconq\lcrnblc 

02 
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antipathy. The interview lasted but a moment, and 
wo wero hastily conducted to the houso which was 
occupied by the late Captnin Clnppcrton; and hore 
we wero soon visited by n. number of the principal 
people of tho city. Iu the courso of the morning we 
r ccei" cd 0. quantity of eggs, milk, yaros, and 0. fn~ 
sheop, as a present D.'om tho ki.ng. 

CIlAPTllR XI. 

JIor6c-ndng At Wowo" on tll0 MobnmUlcdau &bb:lth-lndif;lllltion 
of tbo King of WOWOIV ngahlll tho King of Kii'I.IU II-Rcligioli' 
Procession of Femllies-Policy of tbo King of WOllow-Richard 
L:mdor tokeu HI-leavo. Iii. Brother nt WOIVIlW, lind roturnt 
to Doona-Nnrmtivo of J obn lAnd~'r-Tho Blessing of tho 
Prio~tcss-RelisiolL l SocII-their CraOOlI Bud IdCM of Ii Futuro 
SLate-Funeral rmd l\h,rrillgo Coromonics--Pllrk's Book":-'"rho 
$tlltcs of BUlgoo-Tho last of Pllrk'. Effoct!l-FnI\lwoll 10 tho 
KillS of W O'fhw-Dcparturo-ViIlngc.-Apprebon aioDI of the 
No.t ivcs-tho Tr.l\'clloJ'll meet at Doo~u. 

FrUla!/1 August13th.-To-DAY is the Mohammedan 
Sabbath, which is constantly kept as a holiday by tho 
il\hnbitants for public recreations and festiyities . Tho 
king's musicians wero ongo.ged in playing a vOl'y few 
ijimplo nil'S during tho wholo of the morning. For 
llativo music it wns certainly excellent: elsewhero 
wo h (INO heard nothing aqual to it, not OVOII tlt 
Ko..tunga, Kil:l.mfl, or Yitool'ic. Booss:.. seoms to lu\\'o 
li ttlo music, and fow amusoments of any kind: no 
city is so dull nud lifeless as thnt. III the evening. 
the weekly hOl'Se-ro.cing commenced by n run of eighL 
01' ton ponies, as ho.udsollie ns they wero swift, aou 
tho competition betweon thom was most spirited. 
1 t wu.s not till after this contest had been concluded, 
that the king ma.do his I\PJ>0arnnce at the lowor and 



nORSE-nACl~G . 293 

of tht' rncc-course; and from thence he rode slowly 
toWo.nJd the stlll·ting-place , preceded by singing nnd 
(lan~in.~ women, who bawled nnd capered before him. 
"1101\ he cnmo up to it, he was saluted with a report 
fr,)Ol n few guns Md · pistols. The king was more 
appropriately a.ttircd, or rIlother, his clothes seemed 
to sit more easily and gracefully on his person than 
thO:'lfl of anJ olher prince we havo seen. His h or se 
,,(l.!l gnily, if not rieWy capa.risoned; it was a noble 
h\~a!'tt. nIHi both horse and rider looked extremely well. 
AR he {lnssed us, ho noither turned his head aside, nor 
cven honoured us with a single glance, from a desire 
to mn'ko all impression on our millds by pomp and 
ahtH\ ; pl'rhaps ho thought it would have been degrad­
ing to have' giHm us a fnmilin.r look. 

1.'b\~ w(:\llthcr wo-s not so favourable as could 1uwe 
1,,01.'11 Wi3hcd; oml to this circumstance was owing the 
f(>" h{lrs('~. ~oruparllotiyely speaking, which had been 
l1T\lUght to Lho sport. The horses wore rode chiefly 
br littlo bOJs, 0110 of whom was the king's SOil: 

\\1u:m thcy gnJlopcd past their sO'ferrogn, they inyn.ri­
I\hl)' doft'cd their caps as a ma.rk of respect. This 
rnCe":13 by no means so well contested as the fonner, 
nnd indeed was unworthy of the name; and as soon 
Bf' il was ovor. the. kinO' returned to his residence. 
tl.o~l hi:\ example was pre~ently followed by the prince 
(md tIlO other part of his household. But all these 
were obliged to return by a different path, because it 
iij a.,~aim.d the rules of etiquette for anyone of the 
nl\tiv('~ to attend the footsteps of his sovereign on the 
c('k'\u-ation of any public amusement. After their 
tlcp.'lfturo the music ceased) and terminated the enter­
t:l.inlUcnt~ of tho day. 

The king's head dnullmcr, a. little Nouffia man) 
t'a.mo to ae~ us tbis afternoon; he informed us til:)t 
be was one of the followers of Prince Ede.resn. and 
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had fled hither, with a host of fellow-fugitives, from 
the resentment of the successful Magin. and his allies, 
the FnliHabs. The other day. his emigrant com· 
pO-nions divided tllcmsclvcs into two unequal parties; 
the weaker left \Vowow to join the standard of the 
Magill, and t,he stronger that of his brother Edercsa; 
the drummer, howen~r, had preferred to remain 
behind and serve the king in his present capaci~y, 
He stated, in answer to our inquiries, that the 
l's/tadda (Shnry) flows jnto the Niger at FUlldn, and 
a regular intercourse is kept up with the natives on 
its banks, for the purposes of trade,' by means of very 
Im'go canoes. The sheikh, he said, resided 'very near 
the Tslwdda, which, in Bornon, spreads into !1 large 
body of water. lIe furt.her informed USI thn,t canoes, 
capable of containing fi\'c hundred rueu in each, and 
IHwing 'I thatched houses" in them, are taken to 
Binnie (Benin), with great quantities of cotton clot.hs, 
&c., by his cOllntrymcn, who soll thom to tho natives; 
nnd that Funda lS vory nea,r the salt water: yet the 
drummer appeal's to know nothing of any ri\'er which 
rUllS to Bornoll. 

This morning, I carried the few things, which 11'0 

hnd brought froUl Boossa for that purpose. to tho 
king. The monarch appeared woll ploase<1 and 
cheerful, and exprGssed himself perfectly satisfied 
with tho present, though in a few minutes nfterwn.rds 
he dospn,tched a messenger to inquire if we hod not 
bl'ought auy coral bends with us from Englaud. Tha 
aI·ticles fOl'Oliug the prosent consisted of two pn,ir of 
silvo)' brMelets, a piece or conrse muslin, sufficient 
for a oouple of turbnDs, a tobncco-pi~e, ,two razors, n 
now gilt button, two smnll and lUfcI'ior lookiog­
glasses, a olasp~kuifo, a poiI' of soissors, and two 
combs. In complinucG wit.h llly request, tho king 
informed mo that bo would sell us a canoe with tho 
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hrptl!Pl-I! 1)h,'flsure. TIe was cou\'inced j he said, tha.t 
,q' huuhl return in safoty to our country by way of 
tlw ~igcr, W11il"h did not contain u single rock from 
',I:JlHld/illi.qee to Funda. H e had heard of the refusa l 
III I ht.' prioco of IGamn. to seud us by the road of 
\\ il'H)\\' to lli!:l friend the king of Boossa, and his 
n'l'omnll'll,ling U8 n. pa.th through n dreary wilderness, 
,. hi,,1t hMl caused the destruction of all our horses. 
un,} in which we ourselves had narrowly eseaped with 
lift lie had felt for us in that situo.tion, and his 
lu III t had been touched with grief at the recital of our 
llli~fortuO(ls, Aftor tho rains should be o"er, he was 
,Ieti'rmincd to rescnt the affront which had been thus 
oHi'rl.'d him by tho nller of Kiamn, and make him 
r"p~'tll his l'rn~lty. It hnd beeu his intention, he cou­
tllllll.l, ItJ Ih.'l'Ipntl'il 11 body of soldiers for the purpose 
(It ~'~ Jrtiug ll:-l to his city in a handsomo and becoming 
IHllnn.'r, hut ht.' had bt.'t'o deterred from hi/j purpose by 
thl' iuforDlI\tion which he bad receh·ed of our baYing 
ph'ILt) of gUll~ Ilnd nmmunition with us, wbich he 
f~'IU'l'd WI.' mi,gbt have employed against the escort, 
UlHh'r tho mi!\tnkcn opinion of its being a bund of 
rtlhbl'r~ Ho rt~oiced, howe"or, to see us, because it 
wouhl t.'Ouyill('l' his lleighbours that the white roen 
lwither disliked nor despised him. <I I am now inn.­
IHtl'i~ btl.I'PY," ho concluded, .. for surely I could not 
hall' I~ft the wnrhl in peaco if you had departed from 
th(' t'ouutry without haying Yis-itc-d the old king of 
". (," 01\ ." Whell this long expll\Uo.tioll was concluded. 
I \\fl~ permiU('(1 to take my leayc. Guns were subse­
'lilt ntly fireel off in compliment of our arrhal; and the 
klU~ nod hi.ll wins, elll,ted with joy, pass!;d the day in 
linnl'wg, laughing, and singing. 

[1\ the (,H.'uillq. wvt.'l'ul of their daughters fayoured 
1\<4 "ith 1\ ,,\..:lit: and Il-fter their depOJ'ture the monarch's 
\ll\Jth('r a.nd his friend came to pay us the cOIDplimeut~ 
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of the day, and salute us in the country fashion. The 
aboi/.;·tn sullikee (king's friend) is 0. very important and 
influential personage in. Borgoo and othe.r countries, 
and in point of rank is considered the second man 
in the empire. He transacts o.Jl the p.uhlic business 
for the ·king when the latter is incapable of attendiug 
to it froUl indisposition, or any other accidental 
cause, 

Saturday, A ugusl 14tlt.-Yesterday morning a mes­
senger was despatched ill haste to IngUilzhilligee, 
which is a town and ferry on the banks of the Niger. 
where the king's boats are kept. to ascertain if (L 

large canoe can be llppropriated to our use, without 
interfering with or interrupting the business of the 
ferry. He l'etul'lled nt alate hour last night, so that 
we had no opportunity of speaking to him; but this 
morning he informed ns, that we shall be able to 
have the best. and most commodious cnnoe in the 
place, because 0.. new canoe had very recently been 
made for the ferry. on nccount of the old oue, which 
has siuce been reco'\'"ered, ha.ving drifted down the 
river. Another inclividunl was . sent by the king tbis 
rool"Ding to settle the business about the pm'chase­
money, but he is not expected to retu.rn from 
Inguazhilligee till to-morrow. --

This dary a long and gay l)rocession, forroed by the 
femalo followers of t.he ancient religion of the count.ry, 
pn-ssed through t.he town, wnlking and dancing alt-er­
nately, with largo spreading branohes of tl'eos in their 
hallds. The priestess, at the time we snw her, bad 
just swallowed fetish-water, and was can·jed on tho 
shoulders of one of the devotees, who was nssist.ed by 
two female - companions, supporting- the trembling 
hands and arlllS of theil' mistross. Her body was 
convulsed all OYer, aud her features shookingly dis­
torted, whilst she stared wildly and yucantly on the 
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htlnp of cnlhusiMts and other objects whieh sur­
lllmtit,,1 her The pl·jcstess was then believed to be 

Vl\~~I'!I'''l'd with 0. dClllon ; indeed to us they all ap­
r 'lrl'u lo bo eo, for not oue of them seemeu in their 
lll"'r ,,"IISl'S, so indescribnbly fanta stic were their 

urtwn . amI so unseemly did they deport themselves. 
\ _ uU(l~('r womnn WIlS likewise borne on the shoul­

d(!r or t\ friend. and carried nlong in the same 
mlUlih r ,,~ lWf mistress j but she was by no means so 
mWlIulh a .figure, nor was ber agittltion so great as 
thllt Ilf the llricstess, hy whom she was preceded. 
l'h,· "hole of tho women forming this strange pro­
('CSR1,m Illight amount to between ninety and a 
humIn,l; thPJ \H're clad in their .. holiday best:" 
tlH'ir tlmlions were regulated a.t times by the sound 
of Ilrull\~ nnd tife8, (lUU to this music they joined their 
wilt!, shrill "oiecs. They were arranged in couples, 
uHfl \\ illl tilt.' llnllWhes of trees shaking in the air, 
rn'~l'Ht ,I !lnl' of the most ertraordinary u.nd grotesque 
1!1't'I'hll·ll'" that the human mind ciln (,onceh·e. 

1'lw king of WO\YOW is mnking now roads, and 
T,'pnirin~ and widening the old ODes leading to and 
from lilt' city. This is the only ins tance we have 
Yl't ~Cl'll "herein i.."·On the slightest attention bns 
bl1l"n pni\1 by Q. chief to the state of the public ~llth­
\\£\). tluring the whole of the journey from Badagry 
tt) 1 :"oorie; nod the reason urged by the ruler of 
thL~ pin('o for undertaking the business is some,,,hat 
ill~ub\r. though shrewd IlntI just. <t If," sa.y~ he, 

., uu l'1h'Ul)' were to como towards my gates With no 
b.):;,tilc intention, and 6nd tho roads broken up or 
OH'rl{rtlWll with weeds, ,yould they not say among 
tlH.:Oll\ileln'~, • Oh, this king of "T owow is no careless, 
el,)tbful, C'Owardly governor; his town contains but 
flf'" inhabitants. fur sec! the path is recn and un­
troddlJu by human fcot; let us go and atw.ck it, for 
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it will easily fall into our hands l' But," he can· 
tinued, "should they End it of cOD\"enient mdtb, 
smooth, and free from gruss, they would immediately 
say, • This road is trodden by the feet of Illany 
people; the town must be populous, strong, ond 
±lourishing, and its monarch watchful and brnyc; if 
we venture to make an assault, we foresee that we 
shall be overpowered and slain: it is better for us all 
to two back while we nre yet undiscovered and 
unharmed, lest some cTil fall upon us when it is too 
late to retreat.' " 

Thus t.he tatko.tive old king argues with his peoplc, 
that they may throw' off that laziness which is natural 
to them) and be animated to industry and labour in 
the common cause. 

A greater qunnt.ity of yams is cultivated in the 
vicinity of 'Vowow than is grown in aU the other 
principalities of Borgoo put together. It is a com­
mon question on the pat.h when the natives meet a 
strn-nger, "What! are you going t.o '''owow' to cat 
yams 1)' And the king of BOOS$(\ jocosely ohsened 
to us in parting. H That after we had tasted of tho 
yams of h is reInt.ive. he was a})prehensiTe we should 
be incline(} to remain a longer period in 'WO\\"01''­

than he had proposed, for that they were a powerful 
inducement. " 

Rice and corn arc also cultivated to an unlimited 
extent here, and two species of beans, so that tbe 
necessaries of lifo nre very plentiful nnd cheap. 
R eaping has commenced, and the wet season, it is 
said, is nearly over. As in most other places. 
indigo and cotton nrc yearly produced at 'Vowow in 
abundance. 

Sunday, A1.lgu..st 15tll.-Yesterday, and this morO­
ing. I was seized with giddiness of the head and oth?r 
symptoms, which are t.he usual precursors of fover III 
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,hi,. e(lUlltrj" ,Yo luulloft our mcdicine-chesL behind 
It Roo!' a; 8ntl as I was apprehensive that I should 
II .. luill up in this city. jf I remained in it longer. 
lily Illuther agreed with me in opinion that it would 
ho luh i"!lhlo for me to ratmo without delay to Boossa, 
j\ml ll'Il\'(' him here to sottle the business respecting 
thl I:ulloe. &c. I therefore got on horseback as 
-IOIID 1\. the vertigo had passed awa.y, and without 
"tllppill!; to bid adie\l to the kiug, immediately de'­
pnrtt,d ou my journey with two attendants. My 
h!"uOll1r furnil:lhed me afterwa.rds with the follo",..ing 
uI'('ount of the oventli which fell under his own obsery­
ntillu. tluring the time we were a.bsent from each 
other' 

.. ,\, l:ry fl'W minutes after my brother had depa.rted 
1rom \\ ownw, tlH.' prioce scnt me a young bullock 
llUJ 1\ nUlubl'r of j'1\1US; and his brother likewise pre­
"l'ut~'tl lUll with n. quantity of milk, rice, and a fatted 
g"t\t 

... Uout mid-dny tho foma.le worshippers of the 
,mcicnt gods. "ho ho¥c alroady been alluded to, rer­
forDlI'll t\ l:1e~ond mysticnJ. ccrCluony, which is enjoined 
b) tlH~it' religion. nnd nfterwnrds pnraded the streets 
in the Mmc order os on a former occnsion, "'hen it 
~\ I'" 0\ t'r ami tho l)roccssion hnd dispersed, without 
I11tm1nting thcoir intention, se,"era1 of them paid me a 
\'i~it, attended by Ulusicio.ns with drums, flutes, nnd 
g\litu.r:-l, unll n grent number of little boys and girls. 
[ WO~ ::-ittil)~ in a shed outside our hut at the time, 
\\ Ith n ~h~ct spread beforo me to keep off the eyes of 
the {'urious; nuJ when it wos lmlled up by the priest~ 
.'~~ h('~oU', who was ftmtasticnlly dressed in man's 
~rpllrd. nnd when. with her Inrge rolling eyes, ond 
t~'nlh'd Cowltcnnnce a.nd mODller, she performcd 
hl't' anti~~ ht'fore me. uttering at the same time a 
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piercing yell, more dismal than Q. dog's at midnight, 
I started and shuddered a moment, for I was quite 
unpropnrc(l to witness such (\ll object. But the 
poor enthusiast had no evil intention, for sho feJl 
down Oll her knees, gazed at me with tenrs in her 
oyes, and with a look of tenderness, held out her 
hand as a token of friendship, blessed me, o.nd then 
o.rose and went out to make room for her principal 
attendants, ,,·ho shrieked like her, and offered their 
hand in the same UlllnnCI·. Om' Boossa messenger, 
and other individuals, who hnd come in before this 
most singula.r method of salutation was ended, sub­
sequently received the beneJ.i.ction of the de\'otees, 
which was hestowed on them by the elder of the 
females. The method of doing it was novel nnd 
peculiar. In tho first place, the man was placed in n 
stooping position; tho female then twisted his left 
arm, and pulled it ovel' tho back with all her might; 
it was then lot go, to tho great relief of the man; and 
aho placed both her hands Oll his shoulders" which 
shc pI'cssed down with gl'cot energy, muttering be­
tween hoI' teeth, during tho time, the blessing which 
bo had sought i but this was so inaudible that it 
could not 'be \llHlorstood. I t was not the woman, sa id 
the bystanders, but n. spirit within her that spoke. 
and that influenced her and her eompanious in all 
thc.il' actions. So the people wont away confirmed in 
this belief, and qnito happy. 

" Tho religion whick theso onthusiasts 1)l'Ofess, and 
which was not long sinoe tho pl'eyailing religion (If 
the count!'y, is still held in g'l'cat l'OYerence here i so 
much so, indeed, thl.lt tho king's daughters wero cnrly 
initiated into its mysterios, and im'ariably attend tho 
colebration of aU its SUI)orstitious rites and ordi.­
nl\nces: in fnet, t.ho priestess horself is ouo of thom. 
1'hcir 1'llrOnt also i s still favourable towords tho 



RELICIOt"S CREEDS. 301 

\Illig-i on of his fathers, which is blended with Arab 
fuhlt'li nod traditions (for the Mohammedan creed in 
iu purity is unknown here); and these form the 
fuumlntion nnd superstructure of his faith . 

.. Tho pl'icstcss nnd her followers bo.1io\re in the 
(,,,i. tCOl'(' of a God, and a. heaven wherein he resides; 
that thi:; .J!:lorious aod Almighty Being superintends 
tlw destinies of man in this life. and in a future one 
l'l'wtu'ds or punish es biro according to 11is deserts. 
\' l't lIf a. blll1, or a plnce of eternnl torment, they have 
00 idl'o. wbnteyer . Tho souls of good men, say they, 
nrc li'I'm~lated into a tranquil, happy, and beautiful 
rl'gh1n, wherein but oue monkey is permitted to 
l'{'~i,I,-', iUHI \\ here thoy remain for ever j whereas the 
l\ il'kcrl, 1t,II.)1'(I they ('nn be allowed to participate in 
fil l mUQh Ididty and eujoyment, arc forced to endure 
olTIlW, pni n. t\DIl puni:illment j a variety of tortures 

111 ill ,torl' fur them, sitch as scourging and beating, 
till it i!:l ('o,,~id~r('ll ~ufficicn t punishment has been 
inflicted. for their misdecus, whon thG.Y fire exalted to 
tl happier state of being . 

.. Others. who waver between the Mohammedan 
rdigion Ilmi the ancient faith, believe that at the end 
'-If tho wo1'14.1 t\ yoice will sound from heayen to invite 
nU Muck meu to the world of bliss, but that these 
will he too wuch unconcerned nnd too bzy to embraco 
lh~ otT,'r; l\ s~{'ond voice will then prochlim the snme 
imit..i\tiou to whito ruell, who will spring up with 
ulll\'rity nnll transport, nnd enter the celestial regions 
h<,fl)ro them with books in their hauds. Thoy pro· 
f('~'1 to bclit:'H'. also, that two ruen were originally 
f'r{,t\t~d, onc black nud the other white, from whom 
the \\ holl) worM is dcscondcd . 

.. Th{' prof{'ssors of the anciont superstition sacrifico 
1\ buHock, a I:lhecp, or 0. black goat to their divinities, 
but tht'y !!hudJcr ot the very idea of 0. hUllH\u oficring. 
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Instead of agreeing with us that the world will be 
dest-royed by nre, they suppose that its Di\'me Maker 
will roll it up like a parchment scroll, and put it aside 
for (L future occasion. 

If It is somewhat remarkable that in Haussn the 
people have a tradition that the name of our grent 
forefather was.A dam (pronounced exactly in the same 
manner as we pronounce the word). Da Adam, in 
the same lo.ngunge, signifies an object when obser\'cd 
indistinctly fit a. distanco, bearing the least resemblance 
to a. man. The mother of the human race is called 
A meenaloo, in llauasa. 

U j.Jfonday, AUgU8l 16tll.-Tbe more respectable 
classes of society in Wowow and Boossa, after tbeir 
decease, are buried in tbe yard of the house jn which 
they resided when alive; whilst the people in the 
common walks of life are interred in a. spot of ground 
selected for the purpose in 0. thick wood, whicb is at 
some distance fl'Om the city, nnd answering to our 
own places of burial. The friends of tho former, as 
soon as they are made acquainted with his dissolutioll. 
resort to his house, and make lamentation for him for 
the space of senm days, wearing during that pcriod 
their very worst apparel. But the relatives of a poor 
Dlall at.tend his remains to the burying-ground, and 
o.bidc in the wood till their grief is assuaged, and tllc 
time of Ulouming expired. 

"Marl·jugo among free people is exceedingly 
simple, and is attcnded wit.h littlo mirth or festivo 
recreation of allY kind. The intended busband is 
allowed to luwo nothing to do ill the affail', though 
it concerns him so nearly, nnd the parents of the 
gil'! nrc equally out of tho question. When the par­
ties becomo nttnched to eneh other, the female goes 
immediately to acquaint hor gJ'andnwtiUJr of tbe cir­
cumstance, and coaxes tho old woman to give hcr 



\1.\TRJ:\lO~IAL DISAGREEMENTS. 303 

C IO-;,'nt (nt' her to livo henceforwnnl \\'ith her suitor, 
ttor I<hl~ aloue hils the power of giving the maiden 
U\\i'.' Tf it happells, however, tha.t she has no 
"nll,lll1otlwr, the girl is at liberty to act as she 
I'll a I'~ ~~\"On\l dnys n.re always allowed for the old 
~omnn to reflect and ponder over the whole mntter 
Hl 11O'r min,l; nud this interval is generally embraced 
hy the mlln in making her trifling presents, and 
lImn!.!; 111.'" othl1r little nets of kindness, in the hope of 
!.(,\mill~ her oYor to his iuterests. "'hen a free mnn 
t,mu'( un o.H'"cetioll for fI. female who is n Maye, and he 
hll~ mnnl'y Ilufficient for the purpose, he goes to hor 
nUl..'Itlll', whoovcr he may be, unbosoms Ius mind to 
him, IlOll inr\,Jnu~ hun of his intention of taking the 
"lllUlHl to wire. if he will give bim permission. 
~hnlll,l tlit' 0" nor of tho girl approve of the con­
n iUIl, Ih\.' ~\litor 11",Ys him twenty thousand cowries 
f,)r hi C')lll'll'nt to the mo.toh, though a smaller sum 
i Il(t,'ntim('~ nff('rcll nud nccol)ted; and the object 
t)1 hii I1trl'('lioll~ from that time beco'lles his spouse. 
Y I't tIll' ehihh",u which !'lbe lllily bear him cannot be 
r ·tniul·tl h) tht:' foHlcr, but 0.1'0 considered the exelu­

I'"l' IJfol'erty of the wife's mastel', who lays claim to 
th(,nl l\1Ul t3k('~ tlwm awny as soon o.s they are a.ble 
t\l nm about. ::\01' docs tho marriage ce~emonJ break 
tIlt' bOIlJ of tho woman's l:!hwery. for she is lia.ble to 
1.1' l'll11l'll upon whenever the mllstex: thinks proper. 
\\ 111'1l ~l\l' i~ obligN\ to sorvo him in the same manner 
a if foht' hnll rcmniu~ in 1\ single state. The union 
l'l' ~hWl'S amongst each other depends entirely upon 
t tl\' 'I ill l\lIlil)lt,tlsuro of their owners. 

" .\ mau i~ at liberty to return his wife to her 
l'l\rcnt~ at a.ny tiUlO, nnJ without adducing any renson 
fill" hi ... llitllikc nnd dissa.tisfnctioll. "~hen this is his 
intl' ll tiol\. be tn. .. at~ his spouse with disrespect and 
\mkindl\Cs:>. which she !:lOOU \Ul.dol'stands the meaning 
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of. and of her own accord she goes back to ber 1 
friends, and tells them of what has occurred. These 
subsequently repair in a body to the husband's hO\lse, 
and question him in a formal manoer whether it is his 
desire that his wife should not continue to a.bide with 
them. If so, the connexion is forthwith dissolved. 
and she is again considered in the light of an unmar­
ried woman. The children (if any) the mother is by 
DO meaus permitted to tn.ke along 'with her, but they 
are loft behind with their father, who delivers them 
over to the care of his other women. 

a The king of Vt'owow daily inquires after my 
health, and sends rue a quantib' of :ynms, milk, and 
eggs, oyory morning. Alt,hough this old chief has 
rcceiyod a present infinitely smaller than we havll 
ginm any other ruler, yet bistreatroent of us has 
been marc geuerous than that of all of them together. 
H is brothel' ruso, and one or two other respectable 
individuals, have been equally kind, and haNe endea­
youred all ill their power to render our stny among 
them perfectly agreenble. They expect nothing ill 
rcturn for their hospitality, for we have nothing but 
a. few needles to o1rer them, and we htwe told tbem 
so again and n.gni~\ ; nevertbeless their attention and 
kindness do not diminish . 

.. Tuesday, AUglUl 17th .- I was taken a~treDlely 
unwell this mor:ning with an indeseriba.ble and , cry 
unpleasant sensation in the head, wbich mnde me 
so lifeless and stupid that I could scarcely 'keep my 
eyes open for tho remainder of tho day. and obliged 
rue to lio on my mnt till evening. whoro I dozed 
away the hours marc uncomfortably thun I cat) 
describe. It is very rema.rkable t.hat hi~herto, in the 
evoning proceding the day on which we havo be(lfl 
taken ill. we have o,'cr been surprisingly brisk nnd 
lively, with an unnaturnl flow of spirlNi; and we nrO 
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eu well nWIJ.l'C of this, that we always nnticipate what 
is 8uro to fellow, when we find ourseh'es in this 
werry moeel, nomo1y, nn ~ttnck of illness on the 
l,lltlUing morning. 

"fl'he messenger sent by the king to procure us 
It. ('nUOQ is not yet returned from lnguuzhilligoo; 
unolucl' was despatched after him yesterday, and 
thi, morning n third. iHs anid, has left the town on 
tho snmo on-Md; so at least people have informed 
UB. 'l'ho object of the first of these men is not con­
tincu to his "jaiting the ferry; but if he could not 
ropet with n canoe to his satisfaction tbere, he has 
been th.'sircd to procccd farther down the Quorra, 
until hc should !lCO one that would answer our 
purpose. IIe is also to examine and report the 
flPPCllrUI\CC of a rI!t:! of rocks lik that at Boossii. 
-,""('/1 MillS aCl"rm the rit·er below Ingu6zldlligee, *' nnd 
('oll~('t monies and duties owing to his master, It is 
thcreforo not much to be wondered at tbat he is not 
Jd returned to \\' owow. In the eyening one of our 
nwn nl"riYNl from my brother, at Boossa i he informed 
Dll' by lotter of his eOtlyalcsccnce, and of his inten­
tion of returning to tWs city yesterday, which, hoW'· 
en'r, hurl been fxustrnted by desire of the king. The 
l~tt~r stntecl further that the hlidjki would settle 
with her brother, the prince of ,Yowow, for the 
t'Utl(lt' whieh he bas promised to seU us; and 
th~rdorc I was at liberty to take my lenye of him 
whcnov\.'r I might think proper. Also in the eyening 

I T f~e\.'i,- .... tl Iln intimation from the king to remain in 
tht:l t'ity till his messonger. who is hourly expected, 
~bllll bnvc returned froUl the banks of the Kiger. 
11l.ll'od it is more than unlikely. if my prosent india-. 
IHJ,..ition continue, thnt I shull be able to undergo the 

r r~tigues of l\ journey to Boossa. for a day or two at 

" The .. ,we u CO"mie in tbe wnp. 
'·l'l., l. X 
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least; so that. this restraint of the king I shall scarcely 
feel. 

a Wednesda!l, August 18th.- My curiosity bas 
a.gain been highly, and perhaps painfully excited, by 
hearing ,to-day tba.t a. certain man in t.he to,,'ll was 
knowll to hnve had in his possession several books 
which he had picked up from the Niger at the period 
of Mr. Park's dissolution. As soon a.s I had learnt 
this, I instantly seut to t.he man's house to a.scertaio 
the truth or falsehood of the rumour, but he hap­
pened to be from home, and it was not till night, 
after his return from the bush, that I heard with 
disappointment and sorrow t.hat t.be report was indeed 
well-founded, but that the books had all been recently 
destroyed. The man sa,id he had shown them to the 
Ara.bs who were in the habit of yisiting the town, 
but they could not understand the language in '\\-hioh 
they were written, and merely conjectured that their 
cont.ents related to money matters, and were therefore 
of no kind of use whutever to auy ooe. Yet not­
withsta.ndiug t.heir uselessness, the man is reported 
to hONO kept the books carefully coucenled in his 
house till the a.rrivol of Co..pt..'lin Clapperton at: 
\'Vowow i b.ut when he found that this officer made 
no inquiries for suoh books, he neglected to pay any 
further attention to them, and they were destroyed 
shortly after; or, to use his own words, they 'dropped 
or fell to pieces.' Dy the description which has 
been ghcen of one of the books allude(l to, I am 
inclined to bclieve tho.t it must have been either 
Mr. Park's journal, or a. book of manuscripts of 
some sort. Thus ha.ve all our inquiries for the 
recovery of the lost papers of this tra:vellcr endcd 
in disappointment: cYen when we hud made almost 
sure of thero, and our fgclings e~cited to their 
highest pitch on morc thlUl one occasiou, we 
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t.n\'(:~ felt all the bitterness of hope suddenly estin­
glli shcd. 

" A uumber of yisitors has called to see me to~day ; 
hut 0\\ iog to my indisposition I have been unable to 
rl'ruo.in in 0. sitting llosturc longer than n. very few 
minuh;~ at a time, and therefore these ,>isits ha vo 
bl"ln ugn.'cably lihort. 

It l'h!(,.,~da!l, A ugust 19t1t.-I have leo.rned with 
/!Iume surpriso to-day that Boossa nnd 'Vowol',' are not 
('lHlsiuorlld as being in the empire of Borgoo, but that 
thl'Y nl'lually form t\ separo.te and distinct country, 
II horo a different languagc is spoken, and different 
manocrt! provail. Tho principality of Kia-mo., how­
tWor, i:-l includ~,tl by the UI\ti\'cs in the former country: 
hut- owing to tho long-continued and unceasing inter­
t'our~w \\ hich hilS bean maintained between it and 
Boo. ~, .te .. t}llI original Borgoo language has given 
plllel\ to the noossa. and " ,. OWO\\- tongue i and the cus­
tOIll~ !lUll amU:-l{'ntents of the people likowise bear at 
thi~ tiWl' 80 grt.'nt Q. similarity to tho:..e of their neigh­
bour::l. os not to be distinguished from them. Yet 
n ~trt\ngcr elm sC(ll"ccly fail to remark a surprising 
Jiifl'rt.'nce botw(>e'n thc demeanour of the more respect­
auh' iulm.bitunts of Ki~unn, and tho bchayiour of the 
l'Hl mo da~1! or people at Beos...~ and ,y owo',,". The 
form .. r nrc hold. haughty, fierce, and rapacious-tho 
IlIhN 1\1'0 mild, humble, ami sedate; the former a.re 
hd.! ill 1\0 b~ttl'r light by merchants and traders than­
l\ bJ.nd of robbers-whereas the latter arc respected 
l\Vcr., \\ ll\~r('. ll.lld hdd in hi~h reputation for honesty, 
mh'~rit~. nUll honour, Kiamn, it is said. formerly 
paid a tl\'t to the kin.~ of Niki, but now" it has sworn 
nlkgi,\l\c(> to the Fal:ltahs . 

.. The following is u. statement of the nrunes of 
III!' Jifi"cr(>nt. state:>. which form the' cxtensi,'c country 
l'U.n~J l~()rgoo. Tho Illon:.m~h of Niki, as 0. title ~f 

K2 
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distincti~n. and eminence, is styled' King or Sultan of 
Borgoo, VlZ.:-

1. Niki 
2. Duoy 
3. Kiilma 

4. Sandero 
5. Kingb 
G. Korokoo 

7. Loogoo 
3. Pundi 

" These follow in tho ordo!' of the importance in 
which they are hold by tho people. Niki pays a 
smnll tribute to the king of Boossa, lIS an acknow. 
ledgment of his superiority; ,Yo,,!ow docs the same, 
• beco.usc,· snid an intelligent man of that city, 'in 
the beginning of tho world the Almighty appointed 
his ancestor monarch of tho whole of western, Africa.' 
The prescnt king of Boossn is, llotwithstnDcling, too 
feeble to enforce payment of this t.ribute; it wus 
originolly offered yoluntarily, and it has been cou­
tinued by com-tesy to the present time, though Niki 
and ''''owow' begill to be iudifferent about the mattel" 

If Tho relati,'o position of tho first five states of 
Borgoo, with J'ospect to e:\Ch other, may be thus 
exprossed i the letters N, W, S, E. indicatingtheposi. 
tions of thc four cardinal points of the compass:-

DlIoy 
N. 

Klngb W.-Niki-E. RiuOl:t. 
S. 

S:mdOfO 

U Niki is seven dnys' journoy nearly west or,vowow; 
nnd the four statcs surrounding it CIS nbove arc eClch 
three days' journey fl'om it in the direction in which 
thoy nro l,laecd. 

If KOl'ok()() is sixteou doys' journey wost of \Yowow. 
"Loog()() twenty duys' journey south·west of 

"'owow, 
-</ Pundi twonty days' I'ourney west of \Vowow. 
ff It is, howevor, hul'{ Iy possible for a ufLthrc of 

Wowow to give tho exact situation of 0.. country 
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N: mote from his own, when it is considered that he 
has neithor l\ compass, nol' indeed any instrument 
wh.atcn·r to nssist him in his observations, the SWl 
,dOIlO l,eing his guide in suoh cases. I t is thcrefore 
likdy I.nough that tho indhTiduols who furnished me 
with tho pl'cceding information might have erred, 
p,.;i'lH\l'~, Ul'I much as two or three points of the com­
Jl[\"~; nUll ~·onscq\lently. it would be better, instead 
If l'!lSt. west, north, &c., to read ea81erly,lCelSterly. 

Imrlh,rb,. It(', 

":l'iki iR tho It\l'gcst nnd most powerful of the 
Burgoo state-s. Its cll.pital, which is extremely 
11~)p\llou1'i. is of the same llo.ooe, and though unwnlled, 
it is of inunon~c extent, and said to be of equal size 
t'l th, eity or Y~LHori('. Its monaroh has a. thousand 
itore"'K whid\ nn) all his prin\.te property, nnd he is, 
In vtlu'r i'I.'~p('ds, wealthy and affluent. ills soldiers , 
\\ 1111 I'llI'm n goou part of the population of the ea.pital, 
nrt) '·I'Plltl'd Lo be bra.\·c. bold, and enterprising men; 
thll .... (\ l'U foot han:' one ::lido of tb~ hend shaved to 
,li8tin~ni~h them from their fellow-subjects. 'l'hese 
~ likl' the . ho.lf-hcaua' of the king of Dahomey. 

,\iki i l\hno~t the only cOWltry in the west, against 
which. tht~ l·'tu.atabs hayo not yet dared' to lift the 
"1I('nr 

.. Thl't"l' is reported to be not less th::m set'ent!l con· 
Ei,l,·tllhlt.l an,l important towns dependent on the sta.te 
"f Xiki, ull tlf which hayo several SUl~\Uer towns amI 
\ il.I:I,l..fl.'iII unlil'r their ('outrol find lUnnageweut. The 
('iUl'i:8 of c:\{'h of these largo towns present to their 
In l'rl'i~n, once in their lifetime. 0. young o.nd pretty 

\\'IOIIl1\ to 1)(1 his wife. by whieb ruelUls his seraglio is 
01\\11)8 kl'pt full. lot, if the girl fail to win the 
atf .. ,'tillll~ lIf the king. a.nd ~hc be not liked, or if, after 
ho h"{'onH':-i his mistress, lmy fault is found with 

her. or nil.'· }l0nlout\l blemish or o.cfcct. she is in.stantly 
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dismissed, and tho chief of the town from whom 5ho 
had becl) received, is obliged to supply her place by 
sending anoUlel' girl. This is no odd and singular 
kind of tribute, but it is slight, and the inhabitants 
of the 'seventy' pay no othor. 'fhc next stat.c in 
nmk, extent, and importance to Niki, and the great 
rival to t11at country, is Buoy, which, like the former, 
has seventy towos of much consequence, that ac­
kuo\\'!edgc it.s supremacy. and pay' n. tax of ladies 
to the monarch in something the same manner as 
their neighbours of Niki. There is grc.nt plenty of 
horses in the state of Buoy, and in Sandero~' but 
tho states of J(ing!..'a" LoOgOD, and Korokoo, nre 
destituto of a single an.imal of this description. With 
tho exception of Loogoo, these latter states arc said 
to bo excessively poor, and their inho.bit-unts to live 
in a pitiable state of })GnUl'Y and wretchedness i but 
the people of Loogoo havo the neeessnries of life 
iu gl'enter abundance, and they nre enriched by tho 
thousands of merehnnts who trado to Gonja for tho 
goom nut, &e. 'L'heir chief, or lting, is the most 
opulent ruler in tho wholo of Borgoo, ho.ving obtained 
by this meuns UlOrG money than tho Dlonnrch of 
Niki or Buoy ovor hn<l in hi.s possession. Pundi 
wns nt ono timo a dependency of Nilti, hut the IHt.i.ivcs 
hlwe recently thrown otl" tho yoke, and formed them­
soh'cs into nn independent power i but with tho 
ncquisition of their liberty they soon lost tho little 
SOllse of l'ight and wrong which thoy once hl\d, and 
hoxing no lend~r for w10m they cnred, nnd no Jaw 
which thoy obeyed, they throw oft· nil mnnner of 
restraint, nnd, from robbillg cach other, they turncd 
to phmdorillg tho property of their neighbours, and 
wnylnying OVCl'y unprotected stronger or tra"oller that 
had ocoasion to }lass through their country. Tho 
samo unruly, outrngcous, and turbulent spirit, and 
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~),'!\pt'rnto conduct, prcYo.il nmong tbe natives of Pundi 
10 thl' pn.'8l'nt time; nnd similar ncts of rapacity and 
\'iol"m:o ar(' consummated by them every day. so that 
tl\(': r j'olllltry is dreaded and shunned by every one 
u"t{ullintl'J with thoir character and habits. Even 
ItmOnrr their bad neighbours, these people are regarded 
R" the "orat in the world i but perhaps the fears of 
8t " angl~rs and cncmics ca.use them to misrepresent 
I\nei l':\uggl'ru.to the depraved mrulDel'S of the people 
01' 1\1lldi. 

•. This cnming, the king'sfirst messenger returned 
from Inguat.hilligee, and has succeeded in obtaining 
n large DCW caMe for our use, which it is understood 
"ill be Milt up the riycr to Boosa as soon as the 
'11lt'cn f;h"ll 111\\"0 paid tho purchase-money to hcr 
hrotl,,·r. tim chief of \Yowow. \Yo had much rather 
har-.;nin for it oUfsch·cs. but. the desil'c$ of the med­
.Hiu,1{ ~Iitliki tlfe imllorious, and it would not be 
prudt-'1I1 on our l)nrt to balk },ef wishes,-V cry unwell 
all \1In . 

.. i'ndall, .. l llQust 20lll.-The widow Zuma bas 
l • .ft l\ gOO' Gt "'~wow} who is Gbout thirty years of 
IIgC, nud is suttcred to rcside hero ouly because he 
\ nt \Orii\\lcC' with his captions mother, and disap­
rrOh'8 (lull condemns all hel' measures. This young 
JUllll hll."i 11\'0n l\ constant daily yisitor to me, and 
hrin~ nw occl\sionally a d.i$h '01' pounded yam and 
polm-uil. t\ fow goorll nuts, or some such trifle. At 
our rl'l"lllt'st he bas busied himself surprisingly in 
I'ndt:.nouriu.,! to procw'e inforDlll.tion respcctiug the 
II 11~1 of )Ir. Park. Though nearly blind, .Abba 
for tllnt i~ his n:.lUlC) is n handsome Ilnd intelligent 

~(lUllg Ulun, of nil equable temper. and of a mild, 
\UO(lt·~t. nnd amiable {lisposition, which has rendered 
him u grcllt fuvourite with us. From the informa­
tu)u "it.1 which he ba.s supplied us, we learn tha.t 
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the late king of Wowow .. , who was father to the 
present ruler, beca.me possessed of much of Mr. 
Park's property, amongst wwch was n. great quantity 
of guns nnd ammunition, particularly musket balls, 
which we have seen. Before that monarch's dissolu· 
tion, he left them to be divided amongst bis sons. 
Abba ascort.ained yesterday that Q. large fat woman, 
belonging to the king, had a great pillow which her 
deceased husband had snatched, amongst other thi~O'f!, 
from the Niger, neal' Boossa, and ~>ith which he had 
fled to Wowow, where he continued to reside till his 
dea.th. This pillow, a.s it is called, had perhaps 
been "used for n. seat, for it was co\'ered with bu!· 
lock's hide, and strengthened by ribs of iron; but 
tho covering having been worn into holes with 
nge and use, it was yesterday pulled to pieces by its 
owner, who found ~ it to be stuffed with rags and 
cloth cut into slllD.ll bits.. In the centre of the 
pillow, however, to the woman's surprise, she ' dis-­
covered n. little bag ·of striped su.tin, nnd feeling 
sOlllething like a book, as she says, within it, she was 
afraid to open it hersolf, but presently seut wol'd to 
Abba of the circumstance, who forthwith came and 
impa.rted it to me, bringing the little bag along with 
him. On opening it I found a little iron -frallle, 
round which hacl been wound, with much mgenuity 
amI caro, a great quantity of COttOIl thread, whiclt 
encompassed it perhaps not less than ten thousand 
times; and in consequence of its entangled state, 
it was provokingly troublesome to take oft: Affi...'(cu 
to the httl0 h ou rustl umcnt, which is said to be a 
child's hnndcull' of foreign manufactmo, and under· 
lleath tho cotton. was 011 old manuscript, "weh, 
according to Abba's opinion, is a Dative charm. Bitt 
as I mistrusted bis knowledge of tho Arabio Itlll· 
guage, nnd doubted his ability to give a proper 
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IIIkrl'rdlltion of the contents of tho papor, in my o\m 
jud,,tOlcnt, [ wm~ induced to believe it to be neither 
nHor,: Q01' ll'~s than (L charm. of Bome kind, 'fhel'cfore, 
, purdln.!lcd tho manUl3Cl'ipt, because it might be of 
'I,fl{' Il'Ollflcquencc than I imagined, and beco.usethe 
hl~~ in \\ hich it lH\d beon enveloped was of European 
lIoaLio, llnd the ink with which it had boen ",.itten 
v or)" ditrl'rl'nt from that which is used by thc Arabs, 
I, !1I'miJ1illg our own so cloaely. that the clitferenco in 
tltl' l'olllUl' of both cannot be (listiuguished. ,;Ve 
1\'t'r" olh'i~Cll by DO means to intimate to the king 
till' n,\hlW' of ;\.bho.'s inquiries; for the people are 
1\11 nfrllill Ill' him, and (lecln!'c that if he kuew of any 
In,li\'lIiu!ll thnt hlul secretcd ever so tl'ifllng a part of 
\11' }',U)..' )lmpcrty. he would be beheaded without 
lm'r", 

I II It ,'olisilh'l'ahly better tlus morning, and 
till r. ftlro .1"tcnuilled to remain no longer in 'Vowow, 
hut t l"'Hl'!H1 ~oon lUI my hor~e should be got rendy . 
. \r·('ordlugly, 1 "~nt to the king, tl pay my respects 

ntl 1,.,1.. .. Ill) ti~ro"cll of him, bofore my departure. 
1 (''1:1'1"1' "'l'~1 my nclmowlc<igmcnts for the good 
r""l'ptioll mlll ~l'nl'rou~ hospitl\lity my brother and I 
hn,! ~ lwril'lIccd from him nnd hi~ subjects, and then 
r 111 h',l pcrmi.'l~ion to tnke my leave. But the 
II\Il'\ \!'l,h \\ l\!oI ullwilling to pll,rt with me so easily, 
H'~ rl h\ino.:(l tnt.' in his cowpfl.ny rathel' longer than 

I ilk ,1, I'Im\'l'r'ling 00 runtt61"S foreigu to my PUI'­
pOI~t I rl'lntcd to him, at hili own request, 0.1\ 

i\l'l'ount r.f tilt! power, the ridles, and tho glory or 
I· ugl \1Hl. nIh 1 kept him in I\U ecstasy aud silont 
\\ !)lhicrnH'nt for $OlllC time. 0 Is nil this tnte?' said 
tho nld Utnn to 1\18CO(" who wn~ at my side. 'It 
l'l tnll',' answl..'re.l PIl~(,O(,. I ft>l' I have 8ecn it,' 

"'11Hlt'rful pel'pll'!' I'aill the king, 'Vc then ch.\tted 
for tl 11l1l~ tilllc about other things. The cauoe, ho 
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obseryed, which he had procured for us, was an 
~ excellent one. He much admired the appearance of 

the horse he had often seen me ride; and said that, 
as that animal could be of no service to us on the 
water, he had no objection to exchange his excellent 
canoe for him j and if one should be of gr~ter 
value than the other, he would cheerfully give the 
difference in cowries, provided we would consent to 
the sal!!e measure if the horse was of less value. All 
this I told mm was undoubtedly very fair, but as the 
Midiki herself had agreed to take aU the trouble of 
making the bargain, it was useless on our parts to 
enter into any arrangements with him; indeed be 
was candid enough to tell me so, yet he wished to 
beguile the time away as weU as he could, and he 
continued the conversation for no other purpose; 
whereas I was weary of it, and impatient to be gone, 
for the sun was already high, and the day promised to 
be oppressively hot. 

H Hefore I was suffered to leuye him, however, he 
endeavoured wit.h energy to impress upon my mind 
the high sense he entertained of Europeans, who 
were so widely difrerent, he said, from the Arabs i 
so much kinder, so much better, so much superior 
in e.ery way. He loyed white men of the-west, 
because good-fortune was 0.1ways sure to attend 
their footsteps whereyer they went: all lands which 
they had yisited had been blessed in them; and he 
had no dO\lbt that after our departure 'Wowow would 
be similarly favoured. ITe would pray to God, there­
fore, to prosper us iu our undertMiing, and he felt 
assured that we should reach our uatiye country, and 
he should see us at ,~rowow again before he died. 
Then, thunldng the old king again for t·he various 
kindnesses he had shown us, and likewise for his 
good wishes, wbich I returned fourfold, we shook 
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hand:-l hcnrtily, nou bosing tnken my farewell, I rode 
/lut Ill' thQ city . 

•. The journey was long and irksome, and the 
,v('nth"r proved. fig we had prognosticated, ioexpress­
iLh WIlrm; hut at threo o'clock iu the afternoon we 
t'otf're(l and hnlteJ. for (\. while under a tree at a rural 
little vlllf\~c cmbosorucd in magnificent trees, which 
is pl"Opll'd with emigrants from Rouffie; and as I 
W~HJ ~'\hnll'lt('d by fl\tigue, and too unwell to travel 
fllrtllL'f, we agreed to tany here for the night. The 
I,ollr IU\rIulcl:ls yiBugors, lo,;ng quiet and tranquillity 
mthCf than noisc nlHl (listurhancc, fled some few years 
ugu from t\w persecutions anll exactions of the Magia, 
nnd from aU the horrors of l\ civil wo.1', which was 
mm',dnA" th~,ir country like flo consuming fire, and 
,l"flolntinz nH tho most beautiful of her provinces, and 
~tt\lght I'l'fugc in this JX'llccful village, which lies in 
mw of tho nw~t t;('qucstcred- "alleys in the world. 
l'hl')' han' nnw Rons il.llll daughters, who seom to 
('njoy "ith them the delights of p1'1\'"l1cy and retire­
mt'llt "hich th(')~ had been tiO solicitous to obtain; 
till' lwre tilt'sc I:\implc blessings aro in their fullest 
lwrf~l'tion. They seldom sec the face of a stranger, 
l"'('(\ll'll' their hamlet is situated at n good distance 
frlllU tlill roatI-sille, and bccfl,\lse the way to it from 
tlu"nct~ is dark. difficult, and lonely; ne\'ertheless, 8. 

tr:\H,lh'r tl!mwtimes strays to their dwellings: and 
"hen tiltH i ... thl' cllse. they rccci"e him with hospi.­
talit", 1\lul endeavour to mn.ke him comfortable by 
kiHllJW.." A riwr Rows ncnr thc yillage. which is 
"lill h' lit! full or fi::;h, nnd this is (\ source of employ­

nI('''t til ~ome or iB inhabit-nnts, and of ndyantage to 
an. Thl) lUen are not only skilful fishermen. but 
th,,) lllHletilitnnll husbandry <\s well ns their ncigh­
bOl1r~; thl'Y ('ultinlte large qu:mtities of groin, and 
~-rQ\\ \ll'llUS, iudigo. lilld ytlllls."in abundnnce. They 
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likewise keep poultry, nnd have flocks of shee}) and 
goats; so that though their dress be poor and mean, 
yet they arc rich as regards the necessaries of life, 
and haY1~ the means of enjoying a. few of what nre 
considered in this country as its lu..xuries . 

• , In the evening, when the sun was going down, 
and when the birds, recovering from the sultry heat 
of the day, had begun to warble in the coolness of 
evening. the elders of the nllage assembled under 
the spreading branches of a noble tree to spend :111 

hour or two in famililll' chat, in pursuance of their 
common practice. To promote their cheelfulness and 
assist their conversation, large co.labashes of strong 
home-brewed beer were placed by the side of them. 
Having swollowed two or three large drnught.s, tho 
old mon drew close to each other, and the venerable 
chronicler of the hamlet, in no undel:-tone, started 
a conversation respecting their guest, the fearful 
white man of the west i nod various and horrible 
were the conjectures of each on the cannibalism 
of his countrymen-their mysterious, supernatural 
powers, and their partiality for the blood of black 
men in particular. Their convefSil.tion became more 
scrious as the beer began to operate on the old men, 
and, as the dusk of evening c.o.me on, they drew still 
closer together i their legs, which had before been 
sel'etched out carelessly and comfort.ably at full length 
on the. ground, were now gathered up under them; 
and every now nnel then they ventured to look baok 
OYer their shoulders to st.eal a glance a.t me, for I 
was not far off; but this only seemed to insl)irc them 
with greater fenl' than before. 'l'he youngor natives 
worc about this time returning to the village from 
their usual Occupo.tions by the river side aucl in the 
fields, and they stopped to. join the company of the 
old men. The latter were almost naked, and the 
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nung mon and girls "Yoro perfectly SO" as well as the 
f'hil~lrl'n of both sexes~ which had been nttrnctecl to 
til(' ptlrty. nnd stood listening to the tales of horror ... 
" hl\~b \\"tlI'O rolnted. One of our men had been sitting 
idl lho "hile with thom. partaking of their beer, 
/11\11 hrul 11l'l'Il silent till he conceived it nlmost time 
tu :'dire', \1 hen he endeavoured to undeceive them in 
rl'g.lftl to their opinion of tho unnnturo.l propensities 
0)1' \1 hill! Incn, nnd to ol'ertlu'ow all the visions of 
bluf)(ly alh ... nturco which they had imbibed in their 
infancy. nnd cherished in their old age, and which 
hn~l lhis o,"'uing beon strongthened o.lmost to realities 
h) my prcscnc(', assisted by tho e£fecm of the beer 
t hl'Y b~ tlrunk. But their 10"0 of the marvellous 
l' uuhi llut so ('asily be ornwcatcd from thei. minds, 
ttl111 tlH'Y turned n Ileaf cnr to liis remarks. The 
l hil,lr(ln slulIJllcd my hut as if it had contained n 
,.rpt nl or n 5corpiou; ilnd onc or two of them that 

llll't me b) i\l'citlcnt, startcd, then looked anxiously, 
('.'Lg'l'rI), nmL cntwa.tingly nt rue for 1. momont, as if 
OV('rCOlUl' hJ tcrror, nnd then shrieked nloud, and ran 

WI''' 
II 'fhl' ('h\t'rly men of the village perform no 

Ul\lU\\Cr of work. but reS01'"e it for their children 
nOll ~rl\mlt'hildl'cl\. who It\bour for them without 
r('luctun('~ Th~ former lounge a.way their existence 
dli. tl.v UI\rlor the lnrgo tree above-mentioned; where 
tht') tUllY be ~een t\t nU hoUl'S of a fine d.\.y, sitting in 
a ):!roup. th" Ycry picture of indolence. ense. peace. 
1'11\,1 \·'l1UI'vt,t. Im.,f whel'(' they chnt away the hours as 
thougbtl!! "'h ;\'4 if th(.,y were to live in this world for 
1', cr Th\'~ haye no troubles. no difficulties, nmi no 
l',\r,' til interrupt their enjoyment. 'Vith what 
nMhluillil) nnd hOl'piuc:loS tlocs their lifo pass nwny! 
ltuw emoothly nnd serenely do they go down to the 
J;I",\"'-'! 
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.. Saturday, August 218t.-We breakfasted early 
this morning on a cold fowl and yam, which was last 
night sent me by n. blacl{smith; but we fOlWd it 
impossible to leave tbe village as early as could 
have been wished, owing to a. heavy shower which was 
fnlling. As soon ns the rain. had ceased, we set 
out on our journey. Four men, sent by the king of 
Wowow, and three other individunls, amongst whom 
was his brother, accompanied us to Baassa for eye­
water, which they had induced us to promise them 
by their importunities and solicitations. Another 
man was in our tmin, who "9-s the bearer of a. present. 
from the k@g of Wowow to his sister, the queen of 
Boossa. This present consisted of seven or eight 
yams, which are just the value of double the number 
of k idney-potatoes in Englo.nd ! Thus attended, we 
journeyed to the river-side, which is only n. short 
distance fl'om the village. A large ,quantity of fish 
had just been inclosed, which was announced by loud 
drumming frOlD the fishermen, o.s 0. signal to their com­
panions at the hamlet to come and assist in securing 
them. Tho river happened to be rather sJ\allow., but 
it was interspersed with dark projecting rocks, that 
would reucier it impossible for auy one to proceed 
e\"en in a canoe either up or down the stream i-yet we 
crossed it with little '01' no difficulty. 

"W"o foun(1 the roo.d to be overgrown with rank 
grass and luxUl'iant vegetation, and so intricn.te that 
we were obliged to trayel yery slowly, nnd my horse 
stumbled and fell with me repeatedly. In crossing 
the next river, where there is a. fer ry, for t.he fi rst 
time since wo havo been in Africa, we snw a mother 
beat-ing her child very unmercifully. The woman was 
wild with passion. but we succeeded in reconciling 
her to the objcct of her cruelty. Between elc\'on ilDd 
twelve 0 'clock wo cnmc in sight of the wu.Us of Boos~ ; 
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II Willi rnin ing, nnd onc of our men, who had been sent 
by my hrothcr fOl' that purpose, met us on the road 
with II cbongo of appl\rel for myself. I was rejoiced 
lu Gml my brothl~r perfectly rcco\'{~rcd from his indis. 
pnllitiou. and wo folt n':J much plcasure in the meeting 
M fri. nile that hnd long parted. Ou my entrance, 
he '" Ill! busily tmg'Agl'tl in making preparatioos for our 
VO,"agtl down tho ~igor. The king of Boossa's mes­
lif"ngf't i~ l'Xpl'lItecl 11\'1'0 in n. day or two, when we 
hupo uml ("I poet that eyerything will be settled to our 
Iu.ti ftu:tion." 

}:XD OF YOLo T. 
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Tl1'lIllu('ol-l'rrmi,.ioll lor De-panure reqllc~h:"I-El Kancmcc, 
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l{in¥ of 1\"o .. A Itt his urri\'t\l-Opinion of hi" general eoutlllet 
h)\l;lfUI tho '1'ruvclleu, 

J! ndllf/, .Augu~t 23rd,-lT wns the earnest nnd 
11ft rt'pCI\tl'd ul'siro of the ehief of ""owo'" while we 
T\'~i(ll'd in hi~ town. that we should return from Doos&\ 
IlIHIl'll'enll th~ nppt'ol\chiug holiday with him, to which 
"I' tlluught prllpcr to Q('ccde: imi('cd tht) 01..1 man had 
lll'hu"'~d ~o \\('n to us, that we did not like to mnke 
him un uU\tru.tcfnl retul'll. But his sister, the Midiki, 
IS nlwn~~ 'jeluou:l of h('r brother, b('ct\\Isc. perhaps. 
"'" hllh' gh-cn him ~o good 1.\ cbaractl~r, Illid she 
@.tI~.~ thnt she is I'rpprchcll8iYe he may pl'ocw-e from 

'lolL. n. B 
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US more than she is willing that he should have; 
n,nd so she has Dot only set her husband's mind 
against the measure, but she has slandered a,nd de· 
famed the character of her brother to us most 
shamefully. 

Tp.is is positively the worst trait in the character 
of tho queen, for in other respect.s she is an amiable 
good kind of woman enough. In more civilized, or 
rather more polished countries, among the reasonable 
part of mankind, a mutual interchange of benevolent 
intent.ions produces a reciprocity of kind feeling, and 
we would hope that the present of yams from her 
brother would excite the hlidiki's more generous and 
affectionate sentiments for him. Yet this despicable 
vice of slander is universal in Africa; t.he people ull 
speak ill of each other, from tho monarch to the slave. 
We shall now be compelled to remain in Boos....a., till 
the period arrives for our final departure from the 
country. 

This aftornoon the ei-pect-ed messenger arriYcd 
from ,Vowow, with full pow-or to treat with t.he Midiki 
for tho purchase of our canoe; and though wo 
are the parties most concerned in t.his business, 1'\'"e 
urc allowed to say nothing u.t all a,bout it. 'Ye havo 
just learnt that. the bargain has been eoueluded-; we 
are to give bot.h our horses for the canoe; and- if the 
king of VI'owow should fancy t.he animals to be more 
than equivalent to the value of the boat, he bas pro· 
mised to seud us the baJance in lllOn.ey (COW1'10S). 
This is infinitely better than we could ha.ve doue our~ 
selves: we should not hose contrived ma.tters half so 
well, for tJle youngest of the horses \f'C had pre,·j· 
ousI,)' made a present of to the king of Boossa, but 
most likely, owing to Pascoe's misrepresent.n,tioD, or 
misinterpretatioll, the monarch was not macie sensiblo 
of the circumstance. The cauoe will be sent here in 
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• lln: 01' two, wben we sball begin to prepare her for 
the w. tl'\" \\ ithout delay. Our mon have roade an 
ntl"'lIpt to driyo tho bullock, which was giyen us by 
the J...ina: of Wowow, from that city to Boos&\, no less 
1l1ll11 four llitferenl .imes, but each time the ungo­
Vl'1'IlH1J\1) tln~l fUrloUS auimal has broken its ropes, 
glll'd thn Jlt'oplc, and returned to "'owow, As we 
hf\\'o uo llh'I\U~ of IH'CSC'l''''iog its flesh, should we 
\111' hll'r thl' hnllock before we leM'c, we intend to 

\I It hl'ft', if by any mcnns it enn be brought into 
lilt t )\\n. 

T 1 1/ t Ufll/,~t 24th.-.Accounts haye reached 
nll.)!I~1\ 01" thl'l totnl discomfiture of the Fnlatahs in 
Ih~ kin' d()Jn of C(l/s/u!enah, where, it is said, there 
h~" l.~t ·Iy lH'I'n DlUl'h fighting; and that oyery 
F·datl\h hll ht'I'1l c~l'~'llctl from the city of Catsheena, 
whit h Itu\l hl'i-lll QCcnpicll by tbM singular people 
H'r IU\I!'Q thl' tlr.Jt successes of their prol)hct. and 
'no roll, PunfOtli.l. Doncns~\. who is the true aud 
Itimntn king- of lIausM., ha~ 1~cn solicited to 

'luit Jltlnlriif', \\iH:'rcin he has resided for mnny yonTS, 
mil im ito'! In r{'tUtn to his nucicnt capital. 

TIll' l"CH'r~C" of the Ft\latahs haxe not ended here. 
')f t hi.' r~'optl.' of the little but fertilo kiugdom of 
Znl"l.l, III' wItid\ Zt:'g-Zeg is the cnpita.l. lHw€ also. 
"lth tlH1 M"i~h\nc(l' of tho HOnlOllCSe, rison against 
th n (',llllllWrOr::l, llcfeated them in two or three 
,HI.;.\ I'ml'nl~, \lri\l.'11 out the Falatnhs. and retumcll 
t." til .'\lIt'~i(lnl'.' of th"ir own 1l.1li\"c rrincc. who wo.~ 
h'l·nlt'''.\. ami will be again. tributary to the ~hcikh 

1l.111l1Hl. Zaria is not in llau$~n. but adjoins thllt 
,oIlHtr., 1 th~ nMin's abo hiH'C 1\ different longuage 
fro 1\ tht 1)('01,10 of HZ\.us&\. It nppcnrs that the 
filth ullII l.'ontldcncc which the F:\Htllhs had in the 
l'1'lll'1\1'til' lni'\~illn of Dllllfollio, and which infused in 
tl'''ll\ (\ tt\\l:!;l1.'\· of bohlne~s. COUl"llgc-, and impetuo!'.it:" 

D ~ 
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which is not natural to their dispositions, hils no~ 
been extended to Bello, his son and successor, and. 
to this if; attributed the serious reverses and de­
feats which they have lately experienced; for, 
though they considered tbemsillves invincible, they 
are constitutionally as spiritless nnd cowardly in 
'War, and as indolent in peace, as thc original 
inhabitants. 

The sheikh of Bornou hns recently issued II. pro­
clamation, thnt no slaves fJ'om the jnterior countries 
are to be sent for sule farther west than ' Vowow, so 
that nOM will be sent· in future from thence to the 
sen-side. The greatest nnd most profitable market 
for slaves is snid to be at Timbuctoo, whither their 
owners at present transport them to sell to the Arabs, 
who t.uke thew 0"01' the deserts of Zahara and Libya, 
to re-scU in the Barbury stutes. An Arab has in. 
formed liS thot mOllY of bis countrymen trade as far 
as Turkey in Europe, witb their slaves, ",11ere they 
dispose of them for two hundred nnd fift.y dollaTS 
each. 

lT7"edn€sdo!l, AUgWi[ 25th.-'Ye despatcbed onc of 
our men, named Ibrahim, this morning, to Coult'O, 
with our ass, and 0. quuntity of needles to sell . With 
him the king hns sent Q, messcnger,.. who huS" been 
commissioned to visit all the towns and villagcs 011 

the Nouffie side of the Quol'rn, ns far as the FalMah 
town of RaMo, and to request their chiefs aud 
governors, in the name of the king of BoossU, to 
Bufrer us to I)USS down t.he l'in~r without inquiry or 
molestation. 

R.'\bba. is rlll>ort'cd to be four days' journey frolll 
hence by water, nnd se\'en by lond. It is snid to 1.10 
a fine handsome town, wbose inhabitants ilre rioh. 
numcrous, nnd powerful, and thnt it is embellishetl 
nU round with a vast quantity of graceful palm-trccS. 
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hlll('l,tl nll the pnlm.oil whioh is used in this country 
J" !'rought fl'om thonce; and European salt is brought 
from towns 1\ littlo farther down the' Niger, so tha.t 
Rabha. cnnnot be n grent way from the sea. The old 
pl'inr" of \\' OW ow intonds following the cxample of 
the kiulo!; of thili place, by despntching a messenger 
n faT ilowu the Yarribn side of the river as he is 
a"q\111int~tl with. hould any of the chiefs be a.verse 
In nUl' travclling l>y wnter through thcir territorjes, 
thl') mny haye it in their pow-er to annoy us nnd 
impt'lic our progrcg~, bllt if the measure shoul,\ please 
tlu~Ul, thoy will be I\hlc to renucr us the most essen· 
tiOll flun'iN'. '1'ho FnlMnhs will be the most difficult 
l)(~oP\o t() uenl with; th(\y never npproye of a. foreignor 
llr "'tn\llgt~r of ('nuscqucuCO coming into theil' domi· 
111QU~. ul\lcg~ Iw I.:ons(\nt to yisit their mounr,eh Ilt 

:-;m"'lli()(). Wl' intendod rt\'3~ing Rabba by night, 
nUll ~i) 1\\"011 l meeting with allY of its inhabitants; 
bllt mm. 1\.-1 thoy will r~cciv~ iJ,tcUigenco of the 
l'xnct lll'riod of our th~pl\_rtnre from BOOS5U, a.nd our 
\'tlll';l'qUCn.t nl'prQl.\('h to thoir town, it is useless to 
think of shullning them. ,Yo never dreamt of rc­
qu.,~ting ~\lch a thing fl't)1U tho kiug; in fact. it met 
"ith our decided. llisapPl'Obl\.tion; but ho would not 
li tl.'lI to our obj('ctions. t\nd obsen'cd that no exertion 
.. llon\.1 he .;parNl on his pt\l't to cn~urc om snfcty and 
llromotl' o\lr iutl'ntions, which ho could not promise 
hdllr,· ho htll\ officially ncquuintl.:'d tbe different- chiefs 
Oll llw Lank.Q of th(' "irer tb:lt the wbite men werc 
ltn(\i'r hi., proh..'t:tion, and lu\d set out nnder hi:> auspices. 
lUhl tlu:'rC'forc be hopl"\ and belio' cd tbnt our ra.-sons 
woulJ be l'('sl'l'l'ted, oml our property nnd people held 
811\'H't\ by thl~1\\ t\ll, '1.'hc tnl!:>st:'ngcl' is not eXJlected 
to t'\'hlrn for n fortnight. for the journey is long amI 
.\1,;,; \~n'l';.\bll'; but whebhcr wo ~1ll\U he obligod to w!lit 
lill he l'l\Ule~ bIlek, wo hayo not yet asc('rt,aincd. 
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Friday, Augu8t 27tll.-This forenoon we sent 
Pascoe's wife to the king for the favour of a little 
unfldulterated salt, because there is such a great 
quantity of ashes and othcr spurious ingredients 
lUixcd up with that which is publicly sold in the 
market, that we could ne,'er eat it with pleasure, 
Both king and queen embraced the opportunity of 
admiring the shape and beauty of the salt-box, and 
sl)oke iu ropturous terms of the lustre of its appear­
ance, and the ingenuity ofits contri\'Mce. H Alln., how 
wondelful !" said tlleY; "eycn the most trifling 
al,ticles belonging to the white men are :fit for t.ho use 
of the mightiest kings. Alas! Alia has giyen them 
nU the glory and riches of the world, and its kno,,', 
ledge, and left none whate\'cr for black mell! " 

The king \\"tlS affected! ITe thrust the ycssel into 
the pocket of his tobe, smoot.hed it down with his 
bond, looked ruchmcholy, and said, "How nicely it: 
fits! what a beautiful thing! how con\-enient it would 
be in travelling!" He then took it out again, tw'ued 
it round nnd round, opened nnd shut it repeatedly, 
lind then bestowing on it n last commendation, 3S 

outrngeo\ls as any of the former, it was l'etu1"Ued to 
us filled with genuine salt. 'Yho coulcl not. 1Il1der­
stnncl the rueatling of all this? Now this handsome 
snit-cellar is of latten, and was formerly a common 
round tinder. box ; aud because we had nothing better 
for the purpose, wc depri,'etl it of the candlestick on 
its cover a short time ago, nnd converted it to its 
1)l'escnt use. The tin, mOl'eOT'Cl", has been burnt off 
fl'OIU mnny pods of it, and Pascoe's wife not being 
(tn admirer of cleanliness, it has lost much of its 
original brightness. The king's encomiuJUs werc 
therefore nothing more tlHlD au indirect and ingenions 
J';olicitotioll of the article for bis own use; whiol~ was 
further nppnl'ent by desiring tho woman to relate to 
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• li nfl 110..-t of th(' com'O\'sation thot had passed between 
Ihl'lU. or in othor words, that she shoulu tell us e\'err 
yllnhlo, 'Ye could not help admiring the d0licney of 

lilt! 1,ul/.;:, ond fl.ent back the tinder-box to him imme­
.Tio.tel~'. The Ilcal'er was rewarded ho..ndsomely for 
1 c-r trouhlt', and W'e reeeh'cd as many thanks fiS when 
he :J.!'l·eph·a the silver medal and chain which we had 
otf .. rl'rl bim. 

II is llY IlHeh means as this that the chiefs and 
mI. r ... of thig cOllilt.ry, ashamed of mnking a (lirect 
apl'li('ntion for nnything in our possession to which 
the.y mil)' lU\\l' takcn n fllney, endeayou.r~d to obtain 
It 11'. howl'n'r. t1\(' hint docs 'not succeed in making 
(\ Yi .. ihl~' ilUpl'l~~silln. less delicate measures nre pre­
et'ntl~ n<lOltct\ to; and, when e,'cryother expedient 
filii tlu, t.:8 t, Ibille the rcservc and boshfulness which 
111\11 jnnt1~'lll,t'(l them at first, nnd express their lU~fming 
in lungulIg'c which l~anoot be misunderstood. In this 
r(','IIlcct th(' t.'hit'fs rmu gOl'crnors are all alike, from 
n.ltl:i.!!I" to tht' mt'tropolis of Yaoo'l'ic. 

j'ue6d,.,'" . l lfglf,~t 3Ist.-A luessenger with n. 
"mOt' Ilrri"ed hl-lilly from. the king of "rowow, but it 
i,\ ~'I "t~r~- !lmnll tlUl.t it is whoUy inadequate for out' 
purpoe(l. 'rhb is n most provoking circumsto.nce. 
h't'Ou 0 n lnrger canoe must be procured. nnd this 
will oC"("IBion milch loss of time. Detween the chief 
ur \\"')\\(1\\ llnd his sister, the 1[idiki. we 1\11\'0 been 
,'omph'h·I," taken in. Boat::; of a. considerable size 
tit! k"pl, it i~ ~aid, at a small town on the banks of 
th(' :S1.~'!1", rolltod Let-a, IIUd thither we ha\'e resoh'ed 
til pr(w('~(l M soon as tho Boos&.\ Dlessenger shall 
h lll"t' r,'turned. from Ro.hba, and get a cnnoe prepared. 
,~ith as ll\ut'h expedition ns l)Qssihle. The horses 
~i"\'ll in exl'iHnlge to the prince of "r owo"- arc large. 
ht\l\lbollll'. nnd sUlleriol' animals, worth in Engla.nd at 
h-rh.t l:lixly pouuds, l\Ad their yru.ue here is little less ; 
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ye~ this canoe which has been sent us is scarcely 
worth as many pence. There is infinitely more 
difficulty, and greater bustle and discussion, in simply 
'Purchasing a canoe here, than there would be in 
Europe in drawing up tl treaty of peace, or in 
determining the boundaries of an empire: such vast 
importance do the people attach to the Illost trifling 
matters in. the world. 

A man also arrived in this oity to:day from a town 
nenr J enna, in Yarriba, whither the king had sent 
him somo time since. He reports that a vessel has 
lately nrrive,d at Bada:gry, nnd by the man's account, 
she is in all probability a slaver, either from the 
Hnnma, or from the Brozils. 

This is the e.e of the much~t,alked~of Mohammedan 
fcsti\fal, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring towns 
and villages, resolving to enjoy themsehres in the 
holidays, are already resorting here in great numbers. 
The disposition of overy oue appears to be softened 
into good~natnre, by the bare a.nticipation of the 
festiral, and joy be..,\IDs from their countenances. The 
yery dogs, which nt other times receive unkind t·rcnt­
ment, nnd nre alwnys bacHy used, now run about 
wagging their tails with nn ail" of cheerfulness and 
courage which they assume only on such impertnnt 
occasious as these, for thoy are dnys of grace ond 
respite to t.hem, poor brutes! Men and women, 
ola.tcd with the thoughts of the pleas\U'c which await.s 
them to-morrow, aro enjoying themselves in singing 
an(1 donciug, nod are seen talking and hughing in 
every corner; while the younger children, quite naked, 
nrc as frolicsome as their gmndmothers, and are either 
rolling on the ground, or skipping along the turf, 
«like little pla.yful fawns. OJ On this estl'aordinary 
and momentous oceasioll, a. bullock nearly half grown 
hns been slaughtered by the Midiki, to supply 
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rill) Wfl.ut::! of the good peoplo of BOOSM, nnd those of 
II gn.'lIt influx of strangers and visitors, so that e\'ory 
nllf' wllt) can nfiord it mny buy nnd ent. There hos 
II('j'n uI~\1 in tho mnrl{ot a moro than usual quantity of 
"1m) nurl ricc,-indeod, nothing is wnnting to please 
I hi' til to. nne I sntisfy tho appetite of all, and to render 
.llt' k'tLivitil'S nnd rejoioings complete . 

• \ l.:in:un1l1lnncc, bowen'!", occurred this morning, 
,~hidl threw n damp nnd chill on the spirits of the 
kil1!l. £Inti thrCl\tencd to tum a day of gaiety and 
llljO)tnf'nt into ono of mourning and sorrow. It 
.lpi'I'llr" thllt II f~w weeks since, our quondam host, 
tilt' tll·nmmN·, Wl\8 guilty of criminal cOIlYcrsation with 
the '\ if,-~ of th..:! king-'s eldest son, who is g.oyernor of 
f\ In\\ n n fl'W miles from BOOSS:I. and sincc the nffuil' 
hnpp. n('u, Ito hM not yisited the ('ity till to-dllY. 
~ tllhing "fluId cithe-l' l\twe been said or done to the 
IIl'lrnllMr 11) wily of censure or punishment, if he 
ha,l n\>t. likt' mke~ l)f whitol' fneos, boasted of his 
gnlh1ll1ry, nud .!Ipllhn in disrespectnll terms of his 
plU'lImnur. WhC'u this hod reached the ears of the 
'illl'l'h fomtlle,~ of the tOWIl, in order to \"iudicn.tc the 
hnnou'\, of their st'x, anll chastise the calumniator, 
th\'~· nrOSQ in !l body, wnylaid tbe uufort.unate 
ll~ll~il·inn. null "1'P1itd their hands and fists so 
\'l~()T'1lU""~ tn his face and llcrson, that ho will re­
IllI'llll)I..'r ~ho flru~bing 08 long 1\5 he liyes. On the 
ulTnulol th ... prmcc to~lltly, he sought the drumm{'l' 
t,l 1.1.' him, for he felt his l'bo.mcter injured, ami his 
hnntl1l1' tarni ... hl.'J: aud therefore conullnndcd his 
nttt'lithluts tll l"y yioleut haud~ "lwU him the momont 
tlll"r 1.'0\1111 oml h1m. Now the dnuumel' hadrccoycrcd 
th,,;, the l'trl'd!'o (If the women '!\ punishment, and wns 
t·:t:l.'rci"'in~ hi~ profl.'!< ... illll outside the killg's hou!<('. 
l"tl\lIy nh"<)rh('ll in thl' inspiring music of Ius iustru­
ment, when hy tho s\\\ltlou ;\ppenn\ucc of tho rrinco 
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before him, he started as though he had been in tho 
folds of a serpent. He was self-convicted, 'and trem­
bled wit.h fear; he kne,,- and felt that no time was 
to be lost, so uUering a faint cry. he sprang from 
the spot, fled from the presence of his enemy, drum 
and all, and ran w:ith astonishing celerity towards 
a corn-field, where he endeavoured to elude the 
vigilance of his pursuers. But his instrument W;lS 

large and clumsy, and becoming entangled in the 
corn-stocks, he was confused and perplexed, and 
lost much t.ime in cast.ing it from him. Meantime 
he 1\'as chased by the prince's servants, who were all 
armed with large heavy bludgeons, and by them he 
was soon overtaken. These applied their weapons 
with such good heart, and so effectually, on the 
person of t.he licentious, sinful drummer, fhat his 
head was broken, his countenance disfigured, his 
hands and anns rendered powerless, and the other 
parf.s of his body almost pommelled to a mummy. 
'¥hen they were t.ired of their task, the men desisted 
from fw·ther punishment; ond the drummer, co,ered 
with blood, by the nssistance of people that were 
passing near at the twe, dragged his limbs after him 
to the king's house. Here he made a long and 
grievous complaint. to bis master, who compassionat.cd 
the musician, and was so infuriated against his son, 
that he commanded his sernmts to behead him 
rnstnnely. The monarch, howeyer, was restrained 
from repeating this sanguiuru'y mandate by the sup­
plicat.ions of his principal people. who had sided with 
t.he prince, nnd now attempted t.o justify his conduct. 
and together with every worunn in the place, more 
especially his own wife, declared that the dntDlDler 
richly deser\'ed tho chastisement. whioIl he had rc­
ceiyed. The wounded man refused at first to be 
comforted, but he was nt length a.ppeased by tho 
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I'llllloh~uco and oDcouraging words of the king, who 
blllJ lllfldl him 0. present of 0 ImndsolDe tobe j and 
111\1l1 tho offn.ir WOlJ compromised. ond joy again reigned 
;n Uo.JJ 

Il"eluf'll'd(/!/, Sepfnnber !st.-Day was drawing 
to tI cJOI:IP, 011\1 evcning fast approaching, when the 
kill,., C.UlI(' out of his residence to ~how himself to 
hi. I'£'l'ph,. lie Wl\8 \\ttended by n number of his 
heud !l1L'It, with whom he perambulated the town; 
nml IIJ'h'rwnnL-! procecdt'd outsille the gates to offer 
up " 8hort rmycr with them to the gods of his 
,·dip;ion. for he is stm (\ pagan. as all his fathers 
\\I'r.·. tlll1Ugh h\, cOlploys "llohllwruedan priests to 
I'ro.y" tllr hi~ \H,l{Il1"l'. lind interceue with their prophet 
,n Iii b lJnH. lI~rcc<\bly to their form of worship. 
~('\ "1\ I mus.il·lIlIlB wpre in attendance with drums, 
;1', .• 111101 lOll.!.!, .\fllb tl'lllUpcts of brnss; these men 

l'fn,pt!t·,l Ilwir Ih)Yt·rl·i~n, aud playcd lustily Oil their 
iIl1"oIrulllt'llt~ nil the \\hile he was returning to his 
hUll"!). lIt.' "hortly l'iHUe out agaiu "\lld rode slowly 
lip tilt.' ral'C~l'Our"l,'. l\ttenlictl by peo}lle of both sexes 
filn'li U1wlmthly rll'('~~cJ. singing and dancing before 
him. l\1Hl {lIl1owcl1 by a pnrty of weli-drcssed men 
l!lu\Illh:ll un mcttll'~omQ horses, ancl equipped as if 
jl\l" "ar. On our sa.luting him, the monarch stopped 

n.1 lit na Do goorn-llut. which. on such an occusion 
• thi. i,.. l'oHl'i\\crclills n mark of great condesccn­
ion, lin.! n .. i~u of l'cculinr ftHOur; and he sttlid 

opI'""i!,' U" Ilt h.'nst tt'D miuutes. to giYe us a fnir 
0I'P~H·tllllit~· \If lultuiring his grandeur. und diYcrtiDg 
IlHr&f'h, !\ ll~ the- frolic!\Ollll~ gfll\lbo1s of his attendants. 
:-;lIIilill:':: 8t (lUI' w(ludcnuent, anJ gratified with the 
r(';\I(('1 wI'raid him b~' Ji:,::charging our pistols clo~c 
to hl:- I'CNOIl. hI.) noddcfl and pnsscd on. The king 
"n n)Ou1I1I.,1 on n fine lum(\lSome 'grey horse. SUm}l­

tllll\I!<I~ l'np~\ri::;oncd; whUe he himsclf is a noble :\11cl 
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commanding 'figure on horseback, and was dressed 
extremely well, ju a. red ca.p and large tlD:han of 
{.he same colour, a silk damask tobe of green and 
crimson, made full and flowing, red cloth trousers 
a.nd Arab bOOt8. Groups of well-dressed individuals 
were seated under every tree with spears, quivers 
of arrows, long-bows, and ornamented cows' tails, 
These laM,er were flourished about as the people 
sang; their owners threw them high into t,he air, 
and danced at the same time in the most e~"trnor· 
dinary manner, and flung their limbs about as t.hough 
they hacl been actuated by a supernatural power, 
Everyone wa'S exhilarated and in motion,-both 
llOrseman and footman, woman and child. The 
nmsicillDS also, not satisfied by making the whole of 
Boossa. echo with the most grating ilnd outrageous 
sounds concervable, both sung, or rather screamed f 

cmd danced, twisting their mouths "Wit.h their exer· 
tions, into all manner of "'Irry and comical shapes. 
The spectacle altogether was odd and grotesque bt..'­
yond descl'ipt.ion, and such a one could ne,'er cnt.er 
iuto the dreams Or waking visions o~ a European. 
Guns were fired by the kiug's followers, and ot.her 
obstreperous and astounding noises were made by the 
people. Neyer did we see the king in a -lJappier 
mood; his satisfaction seemed to be quite complete. 
He smiled g)'nciousl,)' on all around him; aud bestowoo 
mallY nn arch and significant look upon us, as it 
he would hul'o said, "Cnn your sovereign boast so 
splendid a retioue as mine, or display so much regal 
splendour? )' 

Tho ceremony was long and ft:t.tiguing; and though 
the king was screened from the sun's rays by two 
large ponderous umbrellas, and though two men 
worc st9J)cling by, constantly fanning him, yet pcr­
spir~ttion stood in lll,rge drops upon his £o1'eh"ol\d, 
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HII bo "f'Pl'flrt',l nearly exhausted. After our curi-
o it)" liMl hl'cn amply hrratificd, tho king rode o.wo.y, 
l'lt'i' tI,·,1 hy hie ~ingiJlg nnd dancing women, bis 
[111\ II I,n,l, his howmen, nnd his I!Ipcarmen, with nU 
the II' 110' ... 1\11,1 dumouT. and instantly began to ma.ke 
I'rt'l,umlious for 1\ hOTIll'-rncc. The course wos short, 
1(.11 il, illlli UIlOYl'U, nnd tho competition between the 
ritl'T l)y IIU lllenlll4 unimlltcd. ) ndced the rnce was 
of I!iwrt ,lufiltion. Rlill Ycry inferior to the horso­
I' t'm l,f citlH'r Ki:hm\ or \'Yowow. The kiug is Q.. 

r.I' ,·ful rid 'I', nUll lli~pll\!'cd hi!\ horsemanship to 
Imll,h nth :wh'gn 1Iy g-nlluping up nnd dovm the 
('nur fI IlWl. tm iug to hig Ild,'nntng:cO\lS stature. his 
. I1P"\ me· ,,1\ \'I'ry becoming. f).'he auu was thon 

thll I1nll UUTi 1\'10 he had disappcr,rcd, the 
OIlLllm, lit I~rl\ I"i. 'ehc l)('Qplc. both strangers 

11.\ Inhnhllnnt!l, \\ "n' thou collect cd together before 
th lull ' llUU , fill' tho purpose of hearing nn 
01'0.11' II fr"m !lwir mOIlIlTdl; for, in pursuance of an 
tHU'i"1l1 01111 \. Illl,li"hl'ri prndicc, til king of Boosan 
Illillunlly hn1'l1ll,l{Ul'S his pl'oplc on the celebration of 
Ihi ft Ii\al. TIlt' u\\,n"·ib,,);*,, at leaat n bend taUcr 
thllil auy ull,i. 6uhjl'd • tiO thnt 10 Wl\~ 0. remorkable 
1\1\11 CIIII "i"wIlie ohj~d to (','('r)" one of his o.udicD('e, 
If \I h '\ lompnl'i!llJII mIl\" be vcntured on, the CODl~ 
III II II nt of his flPl'l'i'h ·'1 Il~ in its Oo.turo not much 
unlil.. 11ll\t ,Itli\"(·rt·ll on the o})cniog of rnrlio.mcnt 
b) th \l.ljl I) of l:nglun,l. Tlu.' king of Bo(\~sa 
ht n,n h) a \Iring his IlC'Ollh' of the internal tro.n· 
'Imlld \ of till' l'1Il11irl', nml of tho fricmlly (lisrosition 
ul rill 1 n I'nwer~ Iml(\rll,., him, ]fe then exhorted 
his 11t'[lf('r til nttl'ml to the culth"ntion of the soil, 
to ,\"rk ~Wigt ntly. 1\1111 liH' tl'lUPCrIltcly; and con· 
lu.I.·,) with "11 injUlwtioll for them nil to be abste­

I1UIIIl>i iTI thu usc or hecr. 1I0 dcclared tbaL tM 

mlleil indulg,·tll,c in it WM tho l:iourco of much cyil 
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and Wl'ctchcdness, and the cause of most of the 
quarrels iLnd distw'bunces that bad taken plnce in 
tho city. .. Go j retire to rest soberly and cheer­
fully,» so.id the king, H and do ns I have requested 
),Oll, when yO\\ will be an example to your neigh­
bours, and win the good opinion nnd applallse of 
luankind. I) '}'ho king's speech bated for throe­
qunrters of an hour. TIe spoke veheJ:nently nnd 
with much eloquence; his It\nguage was forciblo 
l'llld impl'cssivc, nlld his Ilotioll nppl'opriatc nnd COUl­
nutnding j and he dismissed the assembly with n. 
graceful nnd noble ai.r. Instead of n. sceptrc, the 
monarch flourished the tuft of a lion's t.nil. 

While tho king wus bnrnnguillg his subjects, and 
while nll of t,hOUl were listening with respeot and 
attention. t.o tho precepts of morality anel virtue 
which he recomlUended, two of our own men, olle of 
whom was intoxictlted, were fighting and blustering, 
and making n. great upronr among the people: my 
brothel' endcu,'oured to sapnrnto thom, but all his 
efiorts wora uMvui.lillg nmi nbortil'e. ami he only 
roech'cd se\'c1'o blows on tho brcast for his pnins, 'fhe 
fi.ght. was obso\'ved by t.ho king, "Tho seemed dist.ressed 
find augl'Y, lIud rode up to tho mell three differont 
timcs, and eommo.nded them to forbear and ·be quiet, 
but his interference was regnrded with no lUoro 
respect. thou my brother's. My brother and I. per· 
caiving tlult the J>riucipol of tho fallom. would not be 
pllCified by tlny other malUlS, gn\'e directions thn.t he 
might imwedi!\tely be sccured. Bnt t.he peoplo of 
Doossa aro gentle and compassionato in their (lisposi. 
tion, and thoI not only rcgl'ettccl that the lUau w(\S 
to roceivo puuisluucut. but wero nctually nfl'ni(l to 
come nonr him, for ho "'as wild fiS a wflnio.c, find 
our owu won werG obligod to lay hold of him, flud 
IlttoUlI)ted to biml him with ropcs. This wns uo cnsy 
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T \,11 tur t for ho stmggled hard with them; but aftel' 
j 11 hour's desp~rate resistance, they succeeded in 

8t'f'urinK him, and he wns subsequently confined in 
IIqu .. fur tho night, much against the wishes of the 
kill '" nllll his l)('ople. 'rhis individual, whose nome I 
I()rb~o\l" to mcntion, is a mulatto, lind wns born in the 

. Brill"h colon)" of Nom Seotin, frOUl whence he was 
I"I'UlO\'Cll in his childhood, with his paren~, to Sierra 
Ll.nuc. "'hill- yet l\ boy. he was sent to sea j nnel 

I hdon' hI) had nttniued to maturity, he had filled the 
1 tlitl~'rt.nt dU\\'nctcl"s of!\ shwe, a scaman, a pirate, and 

thP lDI\stor of 1\ ,'('sseL 11e oftel'wards yolWltecred 
into till' Rr\ti~h navy. and became 1\ man-of-wnr's 
n"1I\; Imt for l\ !ll'rio{l8 misclclUcanour, he was flogged 
thrO\1~h the fi~d in tho !\Jcditorranean, and deserted 

\Yo found him t\t Ba(li.\gl'Y. where 
Ill' hod nlr"l'l'd t\ fortnight's imprisonment, by order 
ot \,lllIllL,v, fur theft. \\11OU we first saw hiro, he 
told u 1\ lung nud pitiful story, of his baTIng been 
11( rn t\ Briti~h Imhjcrt, but falling sid .. ou board of a 
lllt'rdlt\ut YCtlsol. whit'll was trading on the eoa.st, he 
,,\ s.:-t on 8horo ahout fiye years ago by order of his 
(,lIpt,lin, IllHl from that time up to the period of his 
J oinin:z: our party l\t Bt\dagr .. 'i', he had beon a sla:ve to 

\.j'hll.,)" for th~ \.'t\ptain had left him to his fate. As 
\ l~ kilt", till' lUall wolthl be extremely useful in (\ 
\.,,",) • to thl' management of which he has been 
U l'U"h)IllI.:.1 from his infancy. I\nd thnt he also undcr-

tll.l Ihe l'il'llOiug nnd ropairing of guns, besides 
!ltlu'l' u"'t'fullll(\tt\!r~; an(1 as we likewise belieyed his 
litful tall', \\tl obtained the consent of the Bndagrian 
dlit'f. Wh08l~ :;.hwe he Wt\~, to part with him, proyiued 
'I.' "nllJU pk(lgl~ oUf;,Jt.,hcs to briug him back with 
\1~ lH :-.nfct,Y. In Yt\rrihl\, \\'0 could by no means 
u)U\pll\in n1' hi$ gt.'nt.'l'I\l conduct; h\! was always will-
1Il_ to uo oyer) thiug we I'Otluil'CU of him, and was by 
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fat the most diligent and useful man of the parts. At 
Boos&! and at Yaoorie, however, his evil propensities 
and bad conduct began ' to displn.y themselves i he 
became iclle, drunken, and careless, and purloined 
several little articles, which, intrinsically. were of no 
value; but in the reduced state of our finances, they 
were of gl'cn.t consequence to us. Besides which, he 
is oue of the most abandoned creatures in the world j 

and it was n. common practice with him to absent 
himself from our party several days together, so Olat 
we saw nothing of him, and when he returned, was 
accompanied by complaints from the native wpmcn. 
This man's conduct has giycn us bot.h much uneasi­
ness, anxiety. and apprehension; we sea,reely know 
what to do with him, he is so profligate and vicious: 
we thought of sending him back to Yarriba by a 
party of men who will leave hence for Keeshec in a. 
day or two, but t.hey dread the thoughts of his com· 
pany, and refuse to take him along wit.h them for any 
consideration. IIe hilS already threatened the lives 
of moro t.han. one of our men, and they begin t{) 
tremble with apl)l'ehension fOl' t.heir personal safet.y, 
In his sober moments he is quiet, orderly) and good­
nattired; noel it is only WhOll his furious passions are 
excited by chinldng) t.hat he becomes altogether tm· 
governable, aud disl)ill"Ys all his fiend·like disposition, 
to the danger of our lives, . ,Ye are likewise appr&­
hensiye that. the natives of the 90untry will entertnin 
but a despicable opiulo)')' of us, wheu they reflect upon 
the out.rageous conduct of this mau, for Ilis features 
are cust in tho EmopcDn mould; he dresses in tho 
Englisb costmue, like onrselves; he speaks our lnll­
guage with readiness. and writes it with facllity. 

'l'llw'sdag, St.ptemher 2nd.-Yestorduy was con· 
sidel'ed as a day of amusemeut and recreation for mCll 
on horseback only j b)lt this hns beeu devoted ahnost 
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t'~d1l8iy(\ly to llnllcing and singing, nnd other triHing 
dinw!l.iolls, which :lire mOl'e genOrltUy relished by 
pl'llple of 0.11 ranks, and of hoth sexes. At an early 
hOln ill the morning, the people of the city. wi.th 
l1HP;i('i!~n8 in thoir train, assembled. in large groups, 
IIll\l continueli pl\ruding the streets all day, and sing­
in"" 'HHt unllcing wore kept up without intermission 
till four o'clock in the afternoon. Nothing could 
~Ul"P(\!:l'; the hUnrity and general good·humour which 
\,r~vlliled l\Wbng the people during the dny. The 
ftlltUl'CS of \'very one w('re animated with joy. Theirs 
\\flH no ordinary mirth; for, being naturally of 1\ 

W{\1li\-h('(\l'tcd, sanguine disposi.tion, they entered 
mto 1 hI' SpOl·t~ of the day with n fel','ency which 
rlil:lpla\1'11 it~df ill fill manner of extraordinary tricks, 
~t'stlltt,)!, I\orl movements. This was a holiday for 
all, from the king to the meanest of his subjects. 
'1'111' vlJ "((lll)('d to ha"e forgotten their weight of 
YI'l\r ; thl' )'oung knew' no restraint; and those who 
hl.,t;wi-\ hUll hllkcd of love in sel,.ret, now openly 
('\l'hnn,1!'('d "ith each other 

,. Q'.llp$ and cmnks. llIHI wnnt(l1l ",Hc_, 
Nod!. fl,ud beck!', and wreathed smilc1!." 

A\ ~hort relaxn.tion from this tumultuous pastime 
'~u. nIH' olltnincd by S01\1.O in making preparations 
h'r jUlllillg; the king's party, which was fast collecting 
nt ~li.15 hnu",-,. Such (lh'crstons as theirs, so highl:r 
1'.\('llmg l1UU gro.tifying, are nevertheless wearisome 
ttl the ~trtln,~s.t fl'llUlC, t\-nd in this sultry climate 
lHu~t hl' l'nrticlllnl'ly 1>0 to them. 'Vhen they had 
all ll~>l(lmhl('d. tbey presented a singular. gl'otesque, 
and trikin,U; nppclUance. A cluster of betwcen sixty 
!lud ~c"('nty FaUuahs. men. women, and children, 
Wl'n.', ~mnc stfnding n.nd somc sitting. in front of the 
I'nilr" '\)'. h.'admg to the interior ol'nrtmenta. Their 

YOlo 11 (' 
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dresses were remarkably clean, neat, varied, and 
becoming'; the long black hair of the women was 
ingeniously and pl'ett.ily braided, and confined in oets 
and co.ps; and their Howing garments of striped 
cotton swept nlong the ground: the men wore red 
caps, loose white tobes, and full trousers; ond their 
little children were pleasingly clad and decorated with 
all tho finery and ornaments which their parents had 
been able to bestow on them. These well-looking 
Falatnhs formed the most interesting and agreeable 
.assemblage of the whole; they had likewise more 
\'inlcity in thel!' looks, and more quickness or action 
than nny of their companions. To the right of them, 
in an enclosure of mud, was seated the Queen of 
Boos~, dressed loosely, though not meleg-nutly, in 
rich English silks, as spectatress of the amusements j 

behind her were the kiug's other wh'es and her own 
femnla slaves, who were pretty numerous, They 
formed also a cleanly, decent group, inferior only to 
the former, On eucb. side of the FaHt.a.hs, and 
behind them, was it great number of other speetato~ 
of all ranks, many of whom were standing, nnd mu.ny 
sitting on the turf, nnd reclining against the truuks 
of tl'ees. Most of the men were dud in the MuboUl­
medan costume, with cap, tobe, and trousers; una the 
majority of the women were dressed in neil,t nnd 
durable country cloths, which were carelessly thrown 
over t.he left shoulder, and reaohed to the gl·ouncl. 
leaving the right n.rm and shoulder, and part of t.he 
right leg, unco,'el'cd, A few among them, however, 
wore commOll Manchester coUons, of 11 large, showy. 
und \'ulgt\l' pattern, which were infinitely smpassed by 
theil' own country cloth, 

Although the king had not mnde his n.ppetlranc~, 
the am\lscment.s "-ere ctllTiod on wit.h m\lch unimn~ 
tiOll i and. tho dancers, fnl' from being tired, seemed 
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tv imhibe fresh yigou,' nnd renewed activity; whilst. 
tIl!' dnuuruers, eight in number, with 1\ fifer as an 
I\~~istnlll, continued plny111g to them. A man first 
tnTtcd from the erowd with a bundlo of rushes in his 

hami. like n Germl\o broom, which he flourished over 
hill hl:'[\(1 with ineonceivnble dexterity" After dancing 
flwhil\.", ho W(\8 joined by two F.tlatah women, who 
imito.tej\ his actions, and partook of his glee. Ooe 
tlf them hold 0. little girl by the band; nrd tbe whole 
four 1u,livi.luull:l, man, women, and. child, continued 
the doncing tiU they were completely fatigued, when 
tlll\)' "N"t) sncccelleJ. by another party of tlu-ee or 
fuur, oml tlh'll another ill liko manner; so that ther", 
Wl\~ not 1\ moment's pause in the dance at any time. 
'l~lli'y kl'Pt. good time with the music and singing" 
nut lnstclld of the quick, lively motion which is 
W'llcrall) ubserrcu all similar occasions, tho dancers 
mll'l'll \\ ith a ~low and mCllsmed step. in which there 
"(b nothin.~ uubl'l'oming or improper, and aU seemed 
conSi~h'I1t "ith tho rules of delicacy. For want of 
a prolH'r fnll , th~ females llsed ne;t round mat-s of 
V(\I"iOllS l'oiour-s; and it afforded us no little entcrt3.in~ 
1U\'ul to ~C(l them placed. before the mouth whenever 
tlu.'y wi~lll'd to hiue their faces, or attempted to conceal 
thcir \I}.u~ht('r_ 

\le:.Ion" hilt', tho king '~'as expected by eyery one 
~ith much anxiety and impatience. for as yet he bad 
nul h'~l'U prc~('ut to witlless tho dh-orsiouo. of his 
}lL'4l111l'; anJ. it was not till past four in the afternoon 
that he ~howcd himself from ouo of his huts_ ni~ 
ulTi\"1\ \ Wil!-l wdeomed by :l l:>piritcd rally upon the 
11rum:o., while he took his scnt on n stool between the 
IIUt'Cll'~ lItntioll nnd the group of Fnlatnhs, and, per. 
t-dying us muong the crowd. he im'iteu us to place 
'~lIr"ehcs nca.r his llcrson. SC\'CI"O.l attenda.nts who 
htlll followl.'d their master stood on oMh side of him. 

c :? 
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forming, if it mny so be called, a. " guard of honour." 
One of tbesG men held two large bundles of spears, 
whose point-s or barbs were confined in caps of bur­
nished brass, ou which he rested his head with much 
solemnity, and with a. slight inclination of the body; 
"'hile from his temples was suspended a huge and 
enormous hat, made either of gra.ss or rushes, which 
reached to the ground, nnd covere4. him like a shield. 
Others held loose bundles of spenl's, fans, and arrows, 
with the two prodigious Arn.b t rumpets \yhicb have 
before been casually alluded to. Thus attended, the 
king entered into the spirit of the performances with 
11 merry heart, and a detenuination to be pleased 'with 
them. TIe appeared to be by far the most delighted 
spectator of the whole, and signified his approbation 
by encouraging words and ghnces to those who 
danced or sung to his satisfaction. A cheerful smile 
animated his countenance during the whole time, nnd 
eaused his features t{) assume ou e).-pressiou of good 
bumour, which it is a particular custom in him ne,er 
to display so fully except on occasions of public 
festivity and enjoyment, though he is one of the 
pleasnutest and best-tempered men that we ho.Yo met 
with in Africa. 

There WilS an elderly female who dance(l- alone 
before the king. and by flJ.e peculinrity of her looks, 
and her ludiorous and uncommon gestmes. nffordetl 
l IS vcry grel1t amusement. This woman is a tnll. 
awkward, mnsculine, and uncomely figure; yet sho 
endeavoured to look so serious, at the same t ime ,dth 
so arch a countcnnuce. and with a hnlf-l1verted glance 
smiled with so much artfulness and loving-kindness 
on her sm'creign and his attcndnnts, dnncing at, the 
sume time with such an extrnordinnry mot.ion of her 
person, thnt she obtained univcrsru applnuse. This 
was a. fair challenge to the king; and as soon as she 
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lln,I nuishclI, the monarch himself arose and stepped 
into tIll' ring to tli.splay his acquirements in the art. 
EH'ry onl' Atooll on his legs, out of respect to their 
t<llH:r1'I!,{n, as w01l to applaud his dancing as to obta.in 
il I"lIln'r opportunity of beholding h.is person j and a. 
groat pr .. "" wnil made by the crowd in consequence, 
llll.lt thllJ ll1ight gain t\ better yiew of him. The king 
llloyC'd with ll\ucQ, Ntitfness and stateliness, which is 
III Ill! tillll'>; unbecoming in a dance; but the populace 
(''"I'I"I'st\cli their ndOlil"l\tiou of his abilities iu shouts of 
jU) •• Ulil ,'C'rtainly his nttompts to plcase nod amuse 
them rll'I!("'yctl the fnll extent of applause. rro us, 
howflHr. it does not ll.ppCi\.T that Nuture, which has 
h'l,.'I1 1'\11 IHllllltiflll to this boloyed monarch in other 
j'O'\PCl'ts, lius titted him for so acti"e au nmUSClllcut os 
thi$: for, tllll\l~h hi" siz;c approaches to the majestie­
thuu -h Ill' wlilb tlnd rides with equal enSG, nnd though 
1111' t' \l1rci,~1' hy no mellDS requires the greatest flexi­
hili!) nf IUlII,\ - his dance, to us at len.st, wa.s n complete 
fnihm : r~lr lit' hll~ a foot which om; be compared to 
thl\t of t\ uromcdl~"y in point of size, und his toe is 
Itnythin~ but "light nud tlllltastic." \Vhen his first 
JIHWI', which Wll~ llluch tho same as that performed 
In; hit' p('ouph', wn~ concluded, the king begun 0 second 
hy illlibliing the cautor of'a uatiyo horse when going to 
"nf, tl'hi~. IHllUay be :mpposeu. wus an inexpressibly 
o~l,1 aud whiDl~icnl experiment, but it lasted a short time 
t.llll~: for in 1\ yory fow minutes he disa.ppeared frolU 
tIll I!Ipel~li\t(trs hy cantering into one of his huts, fol­
luwed hy thl' chee t'S of l\dmiration and the acclamations 
l,r eH'I'):- Ollll Pl'llS0Ut. 

Thl' >;nu hud now set, :lnd ,,;th the departure of 
tlll1 ]I"inl'(I thl' !Singing and dancing ceuscd for the 
1'~'t'lIi1\,~; ncycrthcl(.'~s nIl the IlOOlllc patiently awaitc(i 
IIII' r\'lurn to the spot. Xow, of all the coiebrutl'u 
\la ll('\'1"8 in the couutry, nOllC can cxcel or equal tho 
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king of ,~r owow in grace, elegance, und vimcity; 
and the fame of his skill in this amusement, which is 
thought so Uluch of in~his coun~ry, is gone abroad 
into aU lands; everyone, even his enemies, acknow­
ledgo bis superiority in this polite accomplishment; 
and the enTious and malicious are compclled to ovm 
tha.t he is without a ri"al from Bornoll to t,he sea. 
y c~ notwithstanding his renown..as a dancer, the 
chief is a "ery aged ma~, having a most solemn and 
fO]'bidding aspect j nnd though he has evidently, to 
use a common expression, ono foot in tho -grave, be 
is as activo as a. boy, and indulges largely in this his 
f~woul'lfe amusement every Friday. It was in order 
for us to witncss his elegant dancing, we have been 
told, that he pressed us with so much earnestness ancI 
importunity to spend the holidays at \Yowow, which 
we should certainly have consented to, but for the 
discouragement ow' project received from the king 
of BoosS-.:1., who, was envious of his celebrity, amI 
thereforc compelled rather than enticed us to remain 
llOre, thn,t we might sec his personal nccamplishmcnts 
to a.dvantnge-witness the public gaiety and festivities 
of his people-and, in his imngina.tioll, be struck with 
astonishment a.nd admiration at his 0\\'11 perfection in 
the art of dancing, ---

The Boossa people did not wait long for the 
reappenrance of their monarch. for shortly aft.el' he 
came ont to them, follo'Wecl by a boy with two caltl­
bashes full of cowries, wmch were to be distributed 
a.mong the multitude. But, first of all. the king took 
up n handful, and grtve to ench of the singers, dancers, 
and musicians, thnt hud contributed so essentially 
to his .entertainment ; nor was the t.all oIel womnn 
fOI'goLtel), who had danced nIoDe before him, for she 
received It doubleaUowance. Wewcreratherpleased 
nt this, for she is om' next-door neighbom', a. poor old 
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wnmlU1, who is )'ery chatty nnd fli}lpant, tlnd hns fallen 
ill love "ith one of our young men, nflUled Antonio. 
This having been done to the apparent satisfaction of 
ull pl~rtics, the romaimlcl' of the cow'ries were scat­
tl'rt.,d hy the king's own hnud among the crowd to be 
lM'I'llmbled for, which occasioned the most animating 
UH!l alllllsing sight that can be conceived. Parents 
nnll ('hildrcn, brotJlers and sisters, strangers and 
frillndti. were scrambling anel tumbling over euch 
nlltl'r, some on their fuces and some on their knees. 
hnth giving and rccei,-:ing cuffs and kicks in the 
~cu.tt\('\ to gllt ot the mouey, 'rhis scramble la.stcd 
nhoul teu minutes, when the llarty before the king'l$ 
hnu,,"u hl'oke up; but the good-natured monarch, to 
~11O\\ hi;-.; ulfuetil)U for his subjects, whom he indeed 
I'l'gllflis II ill! ns much tendoruess as if they were his 
j,hildrt'Il, w;\:; uuwilling ~o send them to their );lomes 
II ilhulit gh·in~ thl'lll another lnst trent, so he danced 
idt,i\'''') '" hlllf.wl\)' lip the rnce-colU'SC ond back aga in 

til his fl':>idcllC€' with much stateliness. r£his was 
ludl'c(1 Il royn1 attempt; the Midiki smiled with 
dl'1i~ht thnt she bnd ~uch n. srouse; the people were 
lO\ltlpr thnn (I\,cr in their shouts of approba.tion; ~lll 
wu" noise. tumult, and confusion; their sO\'creign 
wns mnn' belo\'cd thun ever he hllel been; and as the 
""Piling rlo~cd in, silence was gradually restored, and 
I he 1X'l)r1c l'elil'Cll to th('ir homes, This was the last 
of !Ill' holidu)'s, rmd the pro(leeding:3 of this day ha.I·c 
~'ondmtc>ll theil' fl~$;ti"ities. 

,\bout t(ln o'clock a.t night, whcn ,,'e were ~lecpil\g 
{Ill ~lur ma.t~, we were suddenly awoke by a great cry 
of di",h"8S frow innulllorable ,'oices. attemlcd by 1\ 

horrhl cll\shing Ilud clattering noise. ,,-h1Ch the hom 
tIl' tht' ni~hl temleti to make more terrific. Before 
'\P had lime to 1'\."{'o,'or frow Olll' surpyiso. old Pn;:;col' 
rt\~h\.'ll Ilt'el\thless into our hut, anll iufol'lll('d us with 
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1\ trambling voicc, thuL ., tbo sun was drngging the 
moon om'otls Lho henvcIlB." Wond~ring what cou.ld 
he the mcnuing of 80 strange nnd ridiculous n story. 
we )'lin out of tho hut hnlf~dl'e8sed, ond wo discoVCft.>O 
LhnL lho mOon was totnHy eclipsed. A uumber of 
l)(!oplc worc gl\lhcl'cd togethol' ill our ynrd, in drendful 
t1ppl'olicllsion Lhllt. t.ho world wus nt nn cud, nud thot 
tbis wus but. tho" begiuning of sorrows." We learnt 
fl'om thom tlHl,(, the MnholllOlcdnll priests I'esiding iu 
lllo city IlfVl'illg ])ol'souificd tho sun and mOOIl, hod 
lohl the \,ing nlUl tho people thltt the eclipso WUB 

occl\!~io ncd through tho obstinacy I1tHl (\isobc(lionco of 
the Ilttlol' lumiunt')'. '1'hey snid thut fo\' 0. IOllg time 
pt'o"iou~ly tho moon hnd boen dit)plcnscd wit.h t.ho 
ptHh 8ho 11 11(1 bONI compelled to tnko through tho 
hctl\,cns, bcciluso it wns filled with thorus 011(1 brinrs, 
nnd obat.l'll(:tod with n. thollsand other difficulties; 
lind lhcl'cfol'o lhllt, hn\'ing wllwhcd for u f(l.\'ouri\blo 
oppOI'jllnit.,Y, 8ho hlld thia o\'cHing d~sol'tcd hoI' IIsunl 
t.l'tt~,It, nne! onhwcd into thut of tbo sun. Sho hud lIot" 
ho\\,('\,or, t.1'IIvollcd ftll' up the ~ky. on tho forbidden 
1'01u1, bofol'o t.ho OiI'ClUIl8t1Il1CO wn,s dillco\'ol'od by tho 
tlllll, who immllditltcly hMtoned to hel' in hi8 !luger. 
nnd ptU1ia\HHt hoI' dorolict.ion by clothing hOi' in 
dU1'l{1l('~, forcing hoI' baok to her own tCl'I'itol'ios. nud 
fOl'bidding hoI' to 6hcll lu.'1' light. ul)on tho l'twth, ffhis 
atol'Y. whilUl:liClIi lIS it, IlIlly ~con), WiIS reooh'ed with 
illlJllioit. l'OLlfidonco in its tl'ulh by tho king ulld queen 
nlld most of tho pcoplo of 1300ssil i l\ttl1 the 01l\150 of 
tho noisol:l whiuh wo IltHl iHltll'd, tHul whioh wo)'o still 
continuing with l'C'llcwt'd vchemonco, WtlS cxpltlincd 
to 1I~ hy tho eMt. !lUlL t.10y woro 1111 •• l\ssomb1t~(l 
togllllll.W in tho hopo of being ablo to fl'ightcu I\WIlY 
tho ~UH to hill PI'OPOI' ~phon:o, nnd iCtH'o tho moon to 
oniiA'htoll tho world 1\8 o.t othol' timos." 'L'h i::) ia lUllch 
nftl'I' tho Il1l\unN' of lUtln,r slw"go 1111tiolll!, 
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\\llii4 OUt informant was yet speaking to us, n 
nl! ~'H'llgl'r a.rrived at our yard from the king. to tell 
U~ tht nllOH' tnil', nnd with an invitation to come to 
c him immediately. 'l'hercfore, slipping on the 

rl j,Ulltic-r nf I)ur clothes, we followed the man to the 
( iii 1H't' Ill' hii sovoreign, from outside of which the 

.:ri· proc l'lbl. nnd hero we found the king and bis 
timill I'"rtnc)' t\itting on the grmmd. Their usual 

00.1 pirih nntl cheorful behn"iour had forsaken 
thl'11l l'lItirt,l) ; hoth n.ppcnred overwhelmed with appre~ 
111'11 JOIl, aUlI trembled at cycry joint. Like all their 
III~i('d , in the burry of fenr and the suddenness of 

the I\\al'm , thl')' hud (.'Qlne out of their dwellings half 
,h'l t It. till' 11l'I\d tllllilegl:l. Imd the upper part of their 
]11'1",01\ h\'in~ t'ntirdy exposed. \\~e soon succeeded 
til Iju,'lltng Illl'ir fl'!uf.!, 01' tlt lCt\St in diminishing their 

pprt'iH'o lUn. The king then ob:;crved, that neither 
him l'if 1101' thll Oltll'st of his subjects recollected 
!:it'\'l[lg IlIIt nllL' ('{'lii'~0 of the .o;oon besides the one he 
WI\8 ' 1\ iut;C tit; tiwt it hml OCCUlTed l.-xactly when tho 
1 llatah! ll\'.~l\n ttl 1>1..' formidable in the country. and 
t1w it h,\(l tort'wnrncd thcDl of all the wars, disasters, 
awl euitullilit,,, "hic11 bubscquently took place. 

"0 had sC:ltt'd ollrsl'h'cs opposite to the king and 
qUCl'tl, anti \\ ithin two or tlu·cc feet of thcm, where 
WI OIIIM rl'lllil'y obscryc tho Dloon and the people 
\ ithollt illl'OI\\·t'nicul'l'. and carryon the conversation 
of ,'Ii' lilt timo. If tho ro,Yal couple shuddered with 
t rl'llf on h('hl.ltlit1.~ the darkened ruoon, we were 
'.Ired) It''I~ utfl..,{.,tcd by the e-nYllge gestures of those 

\\ lthlll B ti,,, ,ol'lli of \l!I; Gud by thdr repeated cries. 
:) "il,l. w hHltl. I\llil SI,) piercing. thl\t an indescribable 

"eTl",),tioll nf horror stole on:-r us, nnd rendered us 
aituu,l i\ n('nou~ l\~ tho:<e whom we had come to 
t'l.llItllrl '1'111' ('arlie-I' pt\l't of the evening had been 
unit}, S"tl'lh." IUlll rCUlurkt\bly lliC'us;}ut i the moon had 
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arisen with lmcommon lustre, and being at the fun, 
her appearance was extremely delightful. It was the 
conclusion of the holida.ys, nnd many of the people 
were enjoying the delicious coolness of a serenc night, 
and resting from the laborious exertions of the day; 
but when the moon became gradually obscw'ed, fear 
overcame everyone. As the eclipse increased, they 
became more tClTified. All tan in great distress to 
infonn their sovereign of the circumstance, for there 
wa.s Dot n single cloud to cause so deep a shadow, ilnd 
'they could not cOID}>rchelld the nature or meaning of 
au eclipse. The king wus as easily frightened us his 
people, being equally simple and ignoro.nt; he would 
not therefore suffer them to depart. Numbers some­
times beget courage and confidence, he tbought j so 
he cOlllmanded them to remain nenr his person, ond 
to do all in their power to restore the lost glory of 
the moon. 

In front of the king's house, ond almost close to 
it, nre n, few magnificent cotton·trecs, round which 
the soil had -becn freed from grass, &0., for the cole­
bration of the gnmes. On this spot were the terrified 
people assembled, with e\Tery instrument capnblc of 
making n noise which could be proem-cd in th~ whole 
tOWD_ They had formed themselves into a lal'ge 
treble circle, and continued running round with amnz­
ing velocity. crying, shouting, n:nd groaning with all 
their might_ They tossed and flung their heads aboul, 
twisted their bodies into all manner of contortion$. 
jumped into the air, stamped with their feet on the 
ground, nnd :flourished their hands nbo\'c their beods. 
No scene in the romancc of Robinson Crusoo wns so 
wild and s{wnge as this j nnd a lnrgo wood fire, wilh 
a fow mOll spitted and roasting before it, was al?uc 
wnnting to render it complet.o ! Little boys and g~rLs 
wore outside tho ring ruuning to nnd fro. clnslHllg 
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~lIpty cnlllb,,:;hcs against each ot~er, and crying 
lllttl.rly; groups of men were bloWlng on trwnpets, 
whil'h pl'Olluccd 1\ Iml'i\h and discordant sOllOd; some 
\\ PI"{' !'mplo) cd io ,ben.ting old drums; others- again 
wero Muwing on bullocks' borns j and in the short 
mtprvnl,. bl·twccn tho mpid succession of 811 these 
nC'IUJ-hkt' nuiscl:I. wns henl'd onc more disIllul than 
til ~ n·M. proceeding from a.n iron tube, accompanied 
h.Y tlll' clinking of chains. Indeed. everything that 
(l III ilU'rcll~c the uIH'onr was put in requisition on 
thi~ H\cmomble occt}sion j nor did it ccase till mid­
ni,t.thl, ,\hon the c\:lipso had passed away, NeYer 
hUH) Wl\ Witlll'8til'll 80 ('~trt\ordim\ry a scene as this. 
'nIl' diminil'lhl'll light, whell the eclipse was complete. 
'\/\ j\l!\t 8utli,·i\.'ut to cnt~hle us to distinguish thl:' 
vorioui'l gn,ul1ll tlf people, and contrihuted in ~o small 
dl gn'l til n.'UclC'1' tllis Sl'oue still more imposing, If 11 
EUrH)It'III1. u tn\l\gt'l' to Afl'lea, were to be placed on 
11 lhlttl'n ill tht' mid31 of the terror-struck peol)le, he 
1111\lM imngiHl' him!<df to be among a legion of demons, 
holl\in.~ n. 1't"'H,1 nyC'r n faUen spirit; so peculiarly 
llnearthly. "ihl, nIHI hon-ifying was the appearance of 
thl' l1t\lwing- ~roup, llnd the Ch\DlOW' which they made, 
It WIl." pt.·rhall,l fortunute for us that we had nn 
Imnl\'\(' with U!I. whieh forotold the eclipse; for 

nlthou hilt' neglected to inform the king of th~ cir-
t \lm"t~nl'('. '\(l were yet ena.bled to tell him and his 
p<,ol'll tho t"~ll('t time of its di~Pl)c:\ft\llce. This suc­
Ct'l'tkd in lH)IlI\' mensure in suppressing their fears. for 
tht'~ wnn1tt \Il,licyc nnythillg we might tell them: and 
p~rlu\p-l. Ilh.o, it lms T'l'ocUI't'd for us a lnsting rcputa4 

tinn .. alltl n nnmc." "Oh." said the king, " thert' 
'Will be 8(1rrO\\ and crring this night from ""owow to 
Y;\\lorh.'. The l)(.}opl~ will ha"e 110 one to comfort 
ur \'\H\\\vle "itil them; they ,,;11 tl'\ucy this eclipse to 
hu thIJ IU\l,t)illgl~r of something vcry llreaMul j Itnd 
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they will be in dist,ress and trouble till the moon 
shall ba.ye regained her brightness." It was nearly 
one o'clock when we left the king and queen, to return 
t.o our hut; everything was then caIm Ilnd silent, tlnd 
we lay down to rest in pence. 

Friday, September 3rd.-The king's messenger 
came to us tbis morning with the intelligence that 
his master had caught cold by el.-posing himself the 
preceding night, and was confined to his apartment 
wit.h severe pains in the bowels. We ha.ve also w 
complain of a similar indisposition. One of our men, 
who offended so grossly at the horse-mcing h'lO days 
ugo, hus been liberated, and appeal's ashamed of him­
self and truly penitent. He promises to abst.nin from 
elrink in future, to deport, himself soberly and orderly, 
to lay aside all thoughts of revenge, and to he rendy 
alld willing at all times to do anything which may be 
required of him. Notwithst.anding his protestations, 
howe,'er, we are resolved to place our guns and ammu­
nition beyond his reach, together 'with all edged 
instruments whatsoever; for heretofore his temper 
has been known to be sullen, furious, and unforgiving, 
which mny yet lea.d to disastrous consequeoees, nod 
may inyohc us in difficulties. 

Monday, September 6tll.-The man we sent to 
Coulf?', a fortnight since, to seU om- ass, needles, &c., 
is not yet returned to Booss.\, though he hns exceeded 
the period we had specified for his absence by three 
or foul' days. Fearing t.hat something unpleasant 
may h(n'c happened to him, we this day despatched 
one of the ling's people to CoulfO, in order to ascertain 
the C{WSC of bis delay i and if nothing det.ains him 
more than a want of sale for bis goods, he is to return 
instantly with this messenger, rather than put us to 
iueoll"enience by a longer sttly in that city. 

Tho Nigcl' is now completely full, and in Ulany plnces 
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illl hanks al'O already overflowed, so that it is ex­
trt'nllliy favourable for our proceeding down the river. 
With till:' change in the moou, however, we have had 
1\ COltdhmt succession of he-rwy showers, which have 
('nmpuUcd us nll day long to remain within doors, in 
1\ clOlw, black, and sllloky hut; hlwing the disadvan­
bgc of dump, dirty walls, and of being pestered ,,;th 
myri(Llh! of black and white ants; and so long as the 
ruinl! (.'outinu(', we shn'u be able to take no other kind 
,)1" 1.':\L'I·ci~e than that of moving round this miserable 
nlJolll', tikI) l)ri~onc\'s in a condemned cell. It is per­
hl\p~ forhmnh.'. after nIl. that our canoe has not been 
got rt'luly :'0 ~oon 0.8 we had anticipated. for constant 
"'PO!-lur(' to tho rains upon the water, in nu open boat, 
"Illlltllw l'xtn~lUcly unpleasaut. Yet it is time that 
We ~houl\l h'An- Boossu, for in spite of the friendship 
Ill' tho king and queen, more especially of the la.tter, 
"hich i:- tlL'diuil1,!; yory fast indeed, thei.r benevolent 
tl'dillga orC.' Wllwing colder e,cry day j our resources 
ill tIlt' I'ame time ure diminisJling lapidly, and when 
they (\rc gone. wo know not what we shall do. 'Ye 
no\\ rCN,h·e only 0. calabash of caffas (no kind of dough 
or I'" tp) from tho king ouce in ,threo days, so that 
W\.\ nrt~ compelled to eat them, a.t times, either in 
l~ !It.lt,' of 11utridity, or go without i and our men 
I\.n' half·fll1uishcdfrom tho careless ina.ttention, or 
lWl"hnp from the wilful negligence, of the Midiki ; 
'Ie I,'J-unol.likt' the chameleon, live upon <\ir, a.nd we 
lun t' not n gingle cowrie to ::i}11\re to purchase pro­
,i"iong, Our powder is reduced to :} ycr.y small 
'l\l(\l\til~·. t\IUI ill aU probll.bility we haye not half so 
mu\.'h M we shall require on the Niger; so that for 

OUle tilOt' pn~t we h(n-e relinquished our sportiug 
t'\CUN10IlS altogether. though these once nfforded us 
I\U amI' it' ~l\l'ply of gruna for the consumption of our 
,\ holo."' pllrt,}. 



30 ~mSSE~GEnS FnOl[ DORGOO. 

Cuffus are little cakes made of Dleal and water 
boiled together. There nre scyeraJ different. kinds of 
corn at Boossa, nU of which arc also made into cllffns, 
The method of separating the grain from the husk, is 
by cutting the cars frow the stalk and placing them 
in a kind of wooden mOltnr, in which they arc sub­
jected to pressul'e from a heayy picco of woOd., The 
whole is thaI} exposed to the 'rind on an ele"afed 
situation, by which tho husk is blown away. The 
process of grinding the corn is performed on a largo 
stone slnb, with another heavy stone which is worked 
by the hallel. 'fho slab is pl!l.Ccd for the sake of con­
venience in an inclined -position, and is sufficiently 
large only for tho person to perfol'm the operation on 
his knees, and it is ono which requires no little exer­
tion. Thoir only method of cookillg the Dleal when 
thus propared. is by boiling it with wator to the con­
sistency of thick paste, iu which sto.t.c it is poured 
out in small portions on lcayes, and laid by for \lSC. 

lVednc,<;(/o!J, September Sf/I.-Messengers from the 
king of Borgoo ltrl'iYod this morning in tho city 
froUl the metropolis of Niki, accompo.nied by a few' 
of the principal morchants of 1\ largo fatlikie which 
is now rcstillg at Znlce, 0. small town about two hours' 
wall;: to tho westward of Booss;\, nnd which we passed 
tlll'ough on our journey. These men are on their 
way to the more easterly parts of the continent. 
'l'hey say horo tlmt, about tweh·e months sinco, ll. 

fatak.ie consistiug of nIl extraordinary numbor of 
traders, with horses t\l\d other beasts of burden, 1adell 
with mel'chandise, were tl·n.velling through Borgoo, 
on their route to Goujn, whither they wero going to 
pUl'chl\sC the goora or kolo. nut. They woro attacked, 
however, and plundN'od by the solJ.ie.rs of Niki and 
Kirl.luu, who hud lo.in in ambush for them j and 
rumoUl' says, that t.ho princes of those COlUlll'ics 



XATI\"X SUrERSTITIOl' • 31 

.. hn J'l'(] the booty botweeD them, It happened that 
in tho train of these merchants, and who in fnct 
forTCl['d p'art of tho fati\lcic, were sis lUen from Boossa ; 
Rllil whoD the news of their disaster and enslayoment 
\1 lUi commwlicated "to their king, he is said to have 
bPC'll initated in tho highest degree, insomuch that 
hI' in!'\tnntly despatched men with a peremptory mes­
M~t) to the sultan of' Borgoo. to liberate his captured 
~\lhj,,('ts. and restore to them their horses ~ud propert)" 
or propare for the cOllsequenc"es of his resentment 
in cn~l' of n refusal. This message was treated with 
l· ... utl'l\lptuO\lS lmlific.ronc() by the Niki soYereigll, and 
Ill' l'l'hll"tl('ll to the monaroh of Boo;ssa a h'tUghty 
:lnl! di:4Jaint'ul IUI:iWor, But as :iOon as the latter 
lu.'llnl it. he ll:iscmMcd the priests of the ancient 
religion of tho country of which he is the head, and 
11)' tlwir jvint U88ist:uwc, it is said, ho made a powerful 
\'llt,hnntllwllt, hy which the legs and arms of hia 
l'IWIIl)' h~'1.'I'me clltil'l'iy useless. The king of Borgoo 
tinding hil1lsC'lf in tbis helpless stu~e. and his C011-
!>o('il'\H.'l1 rllprotl('hing him with the cuuse of it. he 
immt'llint~'h libcrnh.'tl the Boossa merchants. restored 
to tht'l\l their horsl's and lll'operty, and forwarded the 
m~~Nl'llgcl~ we hun:' already spoken of as luwing 
u-riwti tn.day from Xiki. to solicit forgiveness of the 
kin~ .. I' Roo~sa. for the crime which he had perpe­
tft\t,·d, und imlll ... re thllt the spell which bound anll 
Wl\~ t'onsnruing him might be di~sol\'cd forthwith. 
Thl' lUt;'ll cnmo loaded with presents of goora.11uts, 
&t'" ll1\l l thl',)' haY0 heen joyfully rcccl\'ed. rcrhaps. 
tht' Horgno monarch hastened to wake restitution 
f'\r hi:-l otl·Cl1c('. not 011 account of his enchantment. 
.I'i till'''t' pcoplt:' iUlllglue. hut !'tlther from public anti 
l'olitil't\l cOllsilit:'mtions; for, in l'onst:'quclice of the 
11,11,1\" 11UUtTcl, sc\'cml of his towns had been tukCll 
111..1~~cs~iQU of hy the king of Boo::>sa, whit'h wiItnow 
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be abandoned, if the differences be amicably adjusted 
bet,ween the parties, that their inha.bitants may be 
permitted to return to their former allegiance. The 
king of Boossa was restrained from making further 
conquests in Borgoo, ouly by the interference of the 
king of 'Vowow, who represented to him that the 
revenge he bad already t.akell was more than propor. 
tionate to the olfence that had been committed nga.inst 
him, and that he ought to rest satisfied therewith. 
The Niki messengers have been treated with the 
grea.test respect, and the most generous hospitality. 

Like nIl earthly things, the pleasure nnd satisfac­
tion excited by the no\'elty of our persons haye passed 
away, Rud we nl'C no longer either the objects of care 
and attention from t.he king and his .l\lidiki, or of 
curiosity among the nat.ives. If we stay here Dl uch 
longer, this. neglect OIl t.he part of the fOmler will 
become alarming. No provisions have been scnt us 
to-dny, and our \nl.llts have been entirely lost sight 
of in the important arrival of these messengers from 
Borgoo. All has been joy in consequence; music and 
it.s llsual accompaniments of discordant s01lllds have 
been going for,word since; and bustle and confusion 
prc,'ail throughout the city. Our people alone are sad, 
for Lhey haNe nothing to eat. 

Tlwrsda!/, September 91Il. - T1e fatakie mentioned 
yesterday u.s being at Zalee ou the road to this city, 
urri,'ed here this forenoon, l)recooed by B drummer 
on horseback, ns usual, to animate the l)arty by t.he 

. sound of his inst.rument. They entered BoosS<I one 
by oue, which is their usual method· of trtwelling, 
and formed a· "cry long t rain, the ohief merchant of 
the whole bringing up the rear. This company 
consists of about fow' Inludred individuals; and they 

ave a great number of fine horses, a. few mules. and 
two hundred asses, to cnny their luggage. Their 
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('hil;lf, nnd in fnct their only merchandise is the goom. 
nut, for which they have been to Gonjll, a place only 
l\ fow days' journey froUl Accra. 

Uonjt\ WM till yery recently a. province of Ashan· 
leo, nlH1 i.nhabited by a. people between whom and 
th!) AKlullltecs there is no manner of difference what· 
(JYcr, the manuOt'S, languagc, religion, Ilnd pursuits 
of both being prc<:i~ely the same. But these goorn 
m"rchuuis report that it has la.tely been separated 
from thnt empirc, Ilnd is now an independent state. 

rr'hcy sn)", that preceding the commencement -of 
h(l~tilil\cs betwoen the Ashantees and the British at 
Cllpl,.('on~t CasU!), &l'., nnd theil' atlies the 'Fnntces, 
till" formel' P()\\'(h' requested the Ilssi!f:ltance of the 
pt"'pl" lIt' {il.'lnjl\ in II premeditated altnck against 
(11('il' llllt'mil's, ",hi('h was objected to on the grollOd 
that tlH.' British hl\d not ofl'ended them. and thl!re­
forI..' tll\') di~hkctl ('oming to aU open rupture with 
our Clllllltr.Hlwll. Nothing was said at the time by 
tlu.' kin~ of ... bh'lntee concerning thtl refusal of the 
D\f'I\ Ill' liOT~1\ to assist him in the war; and when 
11i~ t\Uhj('('l~ returned to Coomassie in triumph, after 
hU"ill,g' Ill,reated and slain Sir C. }'Iacarthy. he seemed 
tn htn'c forgotten it altogether, For some time after 
hie toh,l defca.t by the British at Cl\pe-Ooast Castle, 
he "\l~ ~till silent. But when he had reco"ered from 
the wpundt' he hau recein'ld I\t this sanguinary battle, 
l\I\J thl' hn.rmony of his subjeet~ had been comp1etcly 
I ('''t01T,L hl' l'ousiuercd that then wus the most proper 
tlnW fllr puni::lhlug Gonjn for it:!:' {tisobedience. For 
thi8 purp(l"c. ~I\J th(' mcrchnnts, he ns!'\cmbled n bod)' 
l.f h'I\ thou~nnd men, most of whom were nnued 
with m\l~kcts. and sent them, uudt!r the commao(l of 
('b'-~l'n l'l\rtu.in~, ugainst the dcyotNl pro"ince. Dut 
in thl' 1\lt'I\1\ time tlle llCople of Gonjn hn.d been bJ 
Ul' nWUll'l iUfu.,tlyC, f()}' having heard of the grea.t 

YllL_ ll. D 
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vrepo.rations that were making at Coomassie, and 
being convinced that those prepll.l"atioILS were designed 
against their own li\'cS and liberties, they formed a 
plnn of attacking their invaders and defeating their 
project, which succeeded to tbe utmost of their 
wishes, and even beyond their expectations. When 
they had learnt from a swift-footed messenger of the 
departure of the Ashantce anny from Coomassie, and 
the road which they had taken, they sta~ioned large 
bodies of stout, well-armed men in ambuscade at 
'various places in the busb, close to the pathway, and 
awnited the coming of the foe. 'Vhile the latter 'IllS 
drawing near to Gonja'J not suspecting danger of any 
kind, and straggling ahout in imagined security. the 
men in ambush rushed out upon them, ll'iade a sudden 
and desperate attack on their whole force at the snme 
moment, which threw the .Ashnntees into confusioD, 
and the latter dropping: t.heir arms, fied into the 
woods. The carnage is reported to have been dread· 
ful, The conquerors gathered up the arms of theil' 
enemies, sung zt song of y-Lctory. and returned in 
triumph to the city of Gonja, 

The king of Ashantec, according to the accounts 
of the merchants, on being informed of this disastrous 
and unlooked for event, was more cxaspernted-~ban 
eYor against the successful party, alld yowed reyenge 
against them, their city, IlJld their country, Hc 
thcl'cfol'c, yory shortly after tho failure of the first 
expedition. sent auother army, st.ronger than the 
former, with a command to destroy tho rebellious 
city, and annihilate its inhabitants entirely, This 
news spread consternation among all classes of people 
in Gouja, and alarmed the strangers that had located 
ill the country, insomuch that, on the ndnmcc of this 
second formidable nrmy, they could uot cO~imd 
sufficient rosolution to go out ngninst it, but descrted 
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their dwellings and dispersed thomselves through all 
parts of the adjacent countries, till such time as their 
ouelUi~s should think proper to return to Ooomassie. 
Tt, is almost unnecessary to add, that the city of 
Gonja was set on fire by the Ashnntee soldiers, in 
pursuance of their commands, and every house in it 
b\ll'ot-to ashes. The people, however. fancying the 
king's wrath to bo sufficiently appeased, were begin­
niug to return ngain from the places of their conceaJ­
tu\.~nt, on tho departure of the fatakie, and were 
busily ongaged in reconstructi.ng their ha.bitations. 

V{ c do not place entire confidence in this taJe, for 
Cllmost \.wery lU'rican is guilty of gross exaggeration 
iu his statomonts. and too many of them are con­
'finned lillI's; so that. uftol' ail, the above story may 
only be jinlllded on fact. 

i;~rl~/~II, c'1ept. IOth..-E,'er since the al'!'ival of the 
B\.lrgIJo lTI('sscng01's, nothing ciae is heard in the city 
hut n1U8i(', whi..:his continued from sunrise to sunset; 
and tho long Arab tl'wnpets nre'likewise sounded 
(,oul\tautly in the middle of the night, tho king taking 
thi8 \\-himsicalmethod of displaying his consequence 
and grandeur to the foreigners, which has alllused us 
not 1\ little, The dre-as of these Borgoo men differs 
hnt slightly from that which is worn by the people 
\If Boost'><, nud the neighbouring nations. ,Yo were 
fn\,ou\,\.'d with a visit from them to-day, aod theil' 
h~hilYiour Wtts rcmarkably decorous, though fit first 
sOU\t~wh{\.t l'('sern:~d. In their adJrcss they nre cx~ 
tr(,lUdy humble; and when they 3.cco~t " superior, 
tbl'Y pro;::;tl'ate themselves on the gl'otmd in the most 
abjcC't and humiliating lUtll\ller. Theil' chief is an 
chl~rly. quict, respectu.blo man, and professes the 
Mahonuncdo.ll religion, On his entrauce iuto our hut, 
thi:,; for~noon, he had so little confidence iu himself. 
t\u~l WU':i so tiruorous, that he could not speak; he 

n2 
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shook like fl, leaf, and his lips also quh·ered' from 
fear; indeed the poor man was distressingly agitated, 
-perhaps he thought that we were going to dcyour 
him; but he regained his aSSlU'8DCe when he fOlind 
thnt such was not our intention, nnd in a very few 
minutes he became chatty, agreeable, and communi­
catiyc . 

. 'Va have rccei\'cd two messes from the king lately, 
onc consisnng of a dish of stewed elephant's flesh, 
and the otller of the flesh of n hippopotamus, which 
had been caught in the Niger a. short time before. 
The laUer was funk and fat, and bore iIG greater 
resemblance to pork than to any other men.t with 
which we arc acquainted, yet it is considered delicate 
and delicious eating. 

The method adopted by the natives of destroying 
the c1ephnut is vcry simple. A large harpoon is 
thrust jnt.o the ground in the m.iddle of a path which 
they nre known to frequent in their nightly 6..'{cur­
sions t.o the river for wnter. leaving the ragged points 
of tho instrument above the ground in au inclined 
position, aud concealing i,hem with straw or stubble. 
The heavy beast, unsuspicious of danger, pursues 
t.ho usual t.rack with his companions; he comes in 
contnct with the harpoon. which enters his brea-st or 
belly, and having no sagacity to draw back, the 
elephant, smarting with l)ain, forces himself forwards 
with nll his might, which causes the weapon to 
penetrate still more deeply into his body, and he 
thus becomes n prey to his destro~·ers. Considering 
tho vast number of elephants which inhabit tho woods 
on the banks of the Niger hereabouts, it is singular 
that so few of them nre annually destroyed by 
the natives. Perhaps one reason is the little en­
couragement they receive for their trouble; for tlU' 
flcsh of these beasts, except when very young, is 
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uilll():-It ummlea.blo. by reason of its toughness and 
rnnt'id llt\.ture j their teoth also are valueless here, no 
Iht' wha.ttwer being mo.de of them. 

' .. ",Jttrdu.II, !~eplembe1" llth.-Our cars were saluted, 
jll .. t "ftt'T day-break this morning, by a. d.readful 
nni'll' hot ween a man and hi3 wife. who were 
Iup'llhbliog about some money matters. and as is 
u,.nal in !luch ea9CS, they were sml'OllUded by aU 
Ilwir fl'mruc neighbours, ·whose clatter exceeded,­
II" pussibl(l. their own. Thoy are slaves of thc 
\Ii.\iki. nud reside in our yard, within a door or two 
of 0111' hut. The qunnol terminated in blows and 
tl'l\\" which was insh\utly made known to the 
'lU,,{,ll, who commo.udeu the dolinquents to appenr 
hd'on' lH'l". aDd having entered iuto all the circum­
~tnn('C8 of the <'l\:!C. tho differences between - them 
\H'I', 'ltljH'Itl'J 00 ttl(' spot, The womo.u acoused her 
hll::llllHtll of htlving stolen. from the place where she 
hl\d (,(Htt'CruCti th~lU, no less than four hundred 
l'tHYrtt·>l. which wos tho original Co.L"30 of the dispute. 
'rill' tWt.'usatiou ('ould not be deuied; and the man 
t'Tlt.l ... \\yourcd to soothCl his wife by gentle words, and 
hritl~ hCf into good humour by flattery. and expressed 
l'onlrititlt\ for hi~ oll'ouce j but this aroused th~ 
un).!'l'l' 1)1' the furious WOIDau, who abused her husband 
with all the rcpfOt\cb.fu.l cpitheb she could make usc 
of luI though sho wns blubbering all the while. 
&iH' ~\ llllld hnyc gono 1\ still greater length, if he had 
nol ~topl'cd her mouth by a severo bea.ting. So 
littll' tt\lH lcrnes~ or sociability c)"h;ts bohncn a marriotl 
t'llupl.,. ptwtieu1nrlJ if thoy shoulll happen to be slan'!s, 
lhal tht')' han' nothing in common: find though they 
cat I\nd ~lcCl) in tho snme hut, they seck a sepamte 
li\"(·li.hood. 

Pt'rh,lps it would bo speaking within compa~3 to 
lJ, tlUH four-fifths of tho whole populntion. not only 
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in this counfry, but likewise every other hereabouts, 
are slaves. Many of them are permitted to roam 
at large, provided they attend upon their masters 
wben called upon j these procure theIr own subsis­
tence, and de,-ote part of their time to the sen'ice of 
their owners: others reside in the houses of their 
masters as domest,ie scn'ants", and arc likewise ex­
pected to contribute towards their owu support . 
~he queen of Booss..1 has a. great number of Falatah 
slaves j the men afe constantly employed in taking 
care of her herds, nnd milking the cows, and the 
females dispose of the milk: half of the money 
obtained by this menDS, the Fal'atnhs keep to main­
tain themselves. Thus nre the slaves treated iu their 
native country i-they enjoy much freedom; are 
never overworked; have plenty of leisure time, and 
aro 1'urely punishod, and even then but slight.ly. If 
a slave run away from his master, and is afterwards 
taken and b\'ought back, he is simply confined in 
irons a day 01' two for his oftence; but he is sold to 
another the fil'st op]lortunity. The natives have a 
st.I:OUg' cmt.ipathy to flogging. or severe chastisement 
of auy kind, and very seldom have recow'se to the 
meaDS of punishment which they have in their power 
to inflict. 

Sunday. September 12111.-0ur manJ who has 
been expected with some anxiety and apprehension 
for his safety, arrived this afternoon from the city of 
CoulfO, but with ,'ery little money indeed, haying 
disposed of the ass for less than half it.s "alue, and 
sold, comparatively spenking, a very small quantity 
of nooelles. The remaindor, which wero va lued at 
thirty thollsund cowries, were stolen from him, he 
asserts, a. few days before his departure; but we 
st.rongly suspect that this is :\ fnlsehoodJ and tht'lt 
the felloW' has cOllverted them to his own use. 
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~1O('e th~\ messonger to Rabbn left Boossa on his 
l'rmnd, we have heard no intelligence whatever cou­
(·(·ruing him; and as c'Tcrything is now ripe for our 
{'nt(lrpri~~. wo bogin to feel irulHl.tient and uneasy at 
onr long, a.nd to U8, unnecessllry detention in this 
plt\co. aud the irksomeness of our present dependent 
~itt1ntiol\; for wo (\'1'e often troubled with painful 
{\PPI'ChOllHion~ and surmises, that something unplea­
"'Imt DIll y yot inten'eno to frustrate our intentions, 
l'tnbt\l'rl\;~ "lS with difficulties, and extingv.ish all our 
autieipt\1 ions of ~uccess. 

1'be king hud not ,·jaited us for a fortnight, and 
therefore wo s.ent (L message to him this forenoon, 
intinmting the great aTLucty we. felt to proceed on 
om jnUl"11l·,Y. HUrl our ('urnesl hope that he would 
pertuit U8 h> do tlO immediately. oyen before the return.. 
t,r his IIw")o!l'ngl\r from Nouffic. 'Ye complained that 
,,~ w. n' dl'~titutl' of nhnost everything, that we were 
"l'lIri~',1 out with rcpeated disappointments. and with 
IHl\·in~ nothing to do for so long ft tillie; that our 
h .... illtb \\ t\<:Q fll'ft declining. nnd our life wasting nwny : 
IInu cond\lu~J by n~surillg bim that if we did not 
'llllckJy return to our country) the worst consequences 
IUig:ht cnsue, nnl.! thcu wha.t would becollle of his 
goo\l ""rue? To thi~ the king made (Lnswcr, that 
it wlla our futuro wclfnre alone wbieh had i.ndueed 
hill) tu t!lkc thoso mensures and precautions which 
lh' pl.'rl'l·lycd with sorrow we disapproved of and 
"i~lihd :-10 much: tbn.t we did not displnyour ,,;sdom 
b~' our impatienco: nnd that to attempt proceeding 
lIn" 1\ tIll' riycr before the return of his omba:;sador. 
wouM, iu his opinion, be oot only rresUlllptuou~ and 
improp .... r. but would likewise be highly injurious to 
nUt intl'rl.'l:It. 

The king promised to come and see us in the 
nening, nUll ttllk OYCI the matter with us himself. 
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According to his J)rornise, therefore, he paid u.s n 
visiL at the time Ilppointed, Ilnd l'ccapi~ulatcd thnt 
which he hnd before told Pascoe, but added that 
it wOllld be absolutely necessary for us to make n 
good present W the king of Nouffie, and nnother to 
the Fa!atah chief of Rabbn.. llG then gave brood 
llints for 0110 of our l)i stols, wh ich he odmirod ill the 
usual way; bnt n.s we wore not obliged to compre­
hend his enigmas, and as we could iU 51>0.1'0 the pistol, 
we appeared very stupid, nnd would not II nderstnnd 
his mcO-ning. The king shortly nftcl'wo.l'ds took his 
leavo, yet he wns by no meaus nngl'y at the failure 
of his ingenious device, In respect to his l'ecom~ 
mendation that wo should endeavour aU in our power 
to mnkc friends of tho king of ~ouffie and tho chief 
of Rnbbn, wo havc nothing left worthy of their ac­
ceptance, and shall thorefore attompt to shun one of 
these mlers at least, 

J1/onda!/, September 13th.-It is reported hero, 
tbnt j!'t Kanemec, the celobrntod Arab so oft.en 
spoken of in Major Donham's J oUl'nal, hnij fnllen 
into di sgl'nce with the sultno of Bornoll, who bas 
had him imprisonod, nod would have puuished Jilin 
with death, but for tho intel'position and l'emOD­
strnnces of the 'Mohammedan priests in tho capirol, 
who diveJ·ted him fl'om his pur110so by n. solomn 
rlcchu'ation, that if ho should CM'I',)' hil rosontmont, to 
snch nn extremity, thero would bo no rtdn in tho 
country for Bevon years, for so their book, tho 
Alcornn, had pl'(~dioted; bllt that if the sultll ll would 
bo morcifu l, nnd rosort to 0.. milder punishment, by 
liberating the Arl\b nltCl' a short c&nn.nement, tlleso 
Jlrophetie priests promised him that .. hi s horso 
should cOl'tninly dl'ink of tho wnters of tho Qltol'l'n," 
that is, he should "nnq\li~h nil his enomies thnt wore 
nt that time botwoon Bornou and the Nigel', at tho 
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pod of thrce Y(>I11·3. 1'110 superstitious pl'ince heark­
t'II ,~d to these sayings of the crufty priests, nod set his 
minister at. libOl,ty Ilfter a short imprisonment. The 
\nlh WII~ nccll.Scd by the sultan of treasonable prnc­

li(' ~'~ . nnJ. of IH\.\'ing in particular made various at­
Il'Ulpts to obtain the affection of the people. by 
('1\1': ('. nlHl Ullttcry. and of enticing them to revolt. 
:-;0 that he might at n futuro day usurp the rights of 
hi,J "o\·('r('i ~n. nod causo hitllSolf to he proclaimed 
tiu ltu..n in hi!; gtead. 

T n >,~d(l!I. September 14Ih.-'rhe !>ame superstitious 
notion!! and projmliccs respecting witches. wizards, 
nod ill-wishers. and tho Sl\lUC belief in necromancy, 
])l'I.'vnil hl'rl' Il.t thi~ day, as werc cmroot in. enlight­
L'lll'd Burnpe as l'ocently I\S the se\'enteeilth and 
"ightecnt h c('nturicR. 1.'he king seut 1\ messenger 
(iti!\ 1ll0rnill~ h) requost the favour of a couple 
nl' (>Illm.{ ~'~ of powd(\l', ~tat illg tlltl.t t\yO women had 
o.h~(,o lllit'd to p()f'(), which is n town on the banks of 
thu Xi~,'''' t\ lit tle way below Ing..l.izhilligee, nnd 
thnt if it ijhould be found necessary, the powder 
mi~ht hc mINI to frighten the runagates into 1\ com­
plinucc with the wishes of their pursuers. In the 
cn'!ning the womcn, who had surrendered themselves 
I\t Foco. laudl'd here from n. canoe, and were imme­
tlial .. h put in confinement. " '0 arc told that these 
1 r<) PI1UI' olJ. creatures resided on an island n little 
",l.Y up the Sigel'. and were lately Moused by their 
t0111\'S p\~oplc of tho crime of witchcraft, and ·with 
b\ 0 ukl "izanls. thoil' neighbours. nnd frie,?-ds. of 
. ",!, t'dif!n till! .ipirils 1/ ,five inciir>iduab," who 

all Ilrc ~ai d to ha\'o di~d by this means. The men, 
l\W,\fC of tho persccution fwd tho fate that awaited 
th~\1\\ I::lhouM they be luken, su\:ceedcd in making 
their C'Ict\pc as. SOOD as this crime was Inid to their 
('hargo; but tho fumales wero not quito so fortuna.te, 
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for the place of their concealment was made known 
to the king, and he caused them to be apprehended, 
as above-mentioned. One of the reputed witches 
is a very aged wom;n, hut her companion is not 
quite so old. The punishment that awaits them 
is perpetual slavery; where:ns if the men bad been 
caught, they would have been bound hand and foot, 
and flung iuto the Niger, and there left to perish. 
All ,,-itches, wizards, and ill-mshers, are treated in 
the same manner; the punishment of witches not 
being so rigorous as that of their male assocjates in 
the 'black art~ in consideration of their sex. The 
belief 'in their power is very general, and instances of 
people fanc,}ing themselves bewitched, and suffering 
from their malignant incantations, are by no menns 
uncommon. 

Satw'day, September 18th.-Dul'ing the last four­
teen days my brothel' had been extremely indisposed 
from l\ slight attack of bilious fe,'er. which has 
hrOtlght him to Q. Yery low and languid state, inso­
much that r urged the king on 'Vednesday to send 
us awa.y, to try if change of ail' and scene would not 
produce Q. beneficial effect on his health. The mo· 
narch, after many scruples tlnd much hesitation, at 
longth o.ppointed the second day of the moon;That 
being, he prono\U1ced, the ha.ppiest find luckiest of 
nil da.ys. He could not, however, forbear e~"Pressing 
his deep regret nt our determma.tion of leaving 
Boossa. before the return of his messenger from 
Nouftie; it might he detl'imentn.l to our personal iu~ 
terests, and his own reputation also would suffer if 
nnything should befall us on the river, but he hnd 
o.lready given hi s word for our dcpnrturc, and fl'om 
this promise he could not swe1'\'e. To~day is the 
second of the moon, but the Africans calculate upon 
it as the first only, because they never see that orb 
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pltlinly till tho second time of her appCll-l'ance. This 
aftemoou we wished to 1>oy am respects to tho king, 
l)fe\-\olls to am' departure, which we understood was 
to take plnco to-morrow morning, but to our surprise 
he nsserte{l that the moon would not "bo discernible 
tlmt o\'oning, and therefore that Monday next will be 
the dny which was specified. The moon, however. 
did shine f,\oirly in sight of aU the people j neyerthe­
lc'ils we havo made no further remark to the prince 
on th<.' subject, thinking it might confuse and irritate 
him. 

"'lInda!!, S,,/,lt'mher 19th.-This morning we were 
ISO unlucky fiS to upset n li\rgc I)ow\ of milk, one of 
which "0 IWO dilily supplied with fl"Om the king's 
hO\\III', We sent to IH"we it replenished, because in 
our prescnt circumstnnccs we could ill a.ft'ord to lose 
110 gl\'nt 1\ luxury. Instend of gratifying us in this 
pt\rticulur. howe,"er, he exprcs'ilod himself quite o"or­
jo.\"cd nt the circumstnnce, and f\sserted tha.t it was 
thL' most happy omon in the world, and tha.t we ought 
to considcr oUl'seh'es as peculiarly fayourcd and fortu­
on.tc. Ro wc were obliged to content olU'sclYes with­
out l)l'caki'nst, of which the accident had deprived us, 
bC('I\\ll-lC of the sUl)crstitious nonsense of tho monarch. 

E,"crything is. noW" got rcady for starting. lb it 
i~ not our pres~nt intontion to c"U at many inhabited 
l)hH'('~ Oll the banks of the Niger, wo ho.\'e pro\;dcd 
lHlr~('I\l'~ with n great quantity of proYisions. which 
l'(lll~ists (.'hiefiy ofth1'oc large bags of corn and one of 
hCI\ll~ W" t) h.,,"e likewiso n. couple of fowls and two 
shccp. so that we arc of opinion we shall hnyc food 
cnoll1.!;h for un hnnds for three weoks or Il month at 
l Cll~t, 'l'o nJd to ow' stock. the king and MidIki be­
tW~'Cll them bu,'c giYou us a considcnl.ble quantity of 
ricL'. honc)". corn, nuu onions; and two large pots of 
' c,~'h\blc butter, whicb weigb not less than 100 Ibs. 
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':ehis afternoon, 10 OUl' ullspcnlw,blo joy, tho long. 
o;'\ pcctcd lind wishcd·for mOfJf>ouger arrived in this 
oiLy fl'Olll Hnbbn, . Il(;CoU'L}1aI1ied by 1.wo messengors 
from the Jdug' of Nouflio, ouo of WhWl, a. modost,.. 
looking, I'Osl)ccluhlo young OH\.II, is his own SOil, 
'l'hc8C InCn 111'0 to bo Olir guiclol:l (\S far ns Ro..bbn ; nfter 
wo havo l)uHsed which city, all tho Noutlic torritory 
to tho IJQllthwlll'd is undol' tho surveillance of Edc-
1'081\. nnd hiij 1'1lrLiijtlult. (( 'tho Mltgio..," 80)'S tho 
Dooasu. ombl/8sndol', "Was dolighto(l with tho jntelli. 
gellco thn.t white mon WOI'O to honour bis dowiruons 
with thoi,' 'p" ctleoco : ho showed. mo tho lU'cl;culs lUado 
him by C{~pblill O}n.ppoJ' toll tll,'oC ycnl's o..go, nnd snid 
t~ g l'oaL dent in bis fnVOlll' nnd colllwendation, And 
Hij (l. ])1'oof," contiuucd tho lUtU), t. of his fricndly dis· 
pOil iLiou toW{tl'<i1i yon, and hili interest in yO\U' w01fl1ro, 
ho IH18 not ouly Sont hi8 SOil I\S yom comptluion and 
guido, but, ho hut!.liIcowiijo de8JHl.tchcd n. wesscngor to 
ovory lOWJl 011 tho bunkB of the Nigol', oiehor cousi· 
dOl'l1\}lo Ot' nui1l11)ortltllt, o,'on liij flW ns Fuuda, wlucll 
is hoyonel tho limits of the otupil'o; tllld ho is com~ 
misijioued to ncqU!l.iuL tholt, inlltl.bituuts of the fu.ct of 
yO\1\' illtontioll or l)l'ocoodillg' down tho river, n.nd to 
dosil'o thom to nsaist you with thUll' oncoura~olllollt 
t\nd sUP}lOl't, /:10 fln- lhI it. lies in thoil' 1)OW01' to dO," 

Afto).' 801UO li6Llo conaidol'ilt.ion, wo know not 
",bethol' wo onght to fool plellsul'o or rcgt'et, tbu.nk· 
fnln css 01' indilli.wonco, at t.he lWl'i\'llJ of lheso Olon, 
(mel the OCCllSl.OJl whioh brought thO-ttl hither: lIt pro· 
sont wo \alll ouly fOl'ctlco thu.t t.hey will ho t\ hClwy 
burdon on 0\11' fUlloa i l\ncl i\3 it lU1,.ppol\S thil.t WO luwo 
Lha nLmost (iiOicmH.y in the wodd ill supporting OUl'· 
tlo!VOtl, it will (liHISe liS tHlditiounl troublo, oxponso, 
uud UllOI\siuoss, ill pl'oyjdil1g thom wHh the bt\r<) 
noccsijlll'icIJ of lifo. '1'hQ king, howoyol', had but. 
one fooling on tho subjeot, fmd tht\~ Wt\ij uubounded 
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llolight j he e~pered around his hut with transport, 
when he saw our guides find heard their messo.ge ; 
l\ud after a burst of joy, he began to cry like a child, 
his heart was so fuD . "Now," sai.d he, when he had 
become more composed, I< whatoyor Dlay bappen to 
the white mon, my neighbours cannot but acknow~ 
ledge that I ha.ve taken every care of them, treat-ed 
them liS bcc:lrme a king, and done my best to promote 
thoir happiness lind interests, They will not be 
ablo, " coutinued the roout\l'ch with exnltation, "they 
dt\l'e not h!we the effrontery, to cast at me a reproach 
like that which they bestowed npou my ancestor, I 
can now safely entnlst the white men to the care, 
IH'otection, nnel hospitality of a neighbotll1.og monarch, 
who, I am cOllyinccd, if not for roy sake, at least for 
his owo, will l"eceiyo and entOl'tai~l them with eyery 
mark of distinction and kindness. I know and feel 
that towtll'ds th('IU I luwc done my duty, and let my 
noighbours sec to it that thoy do theirs." And so he 
has: f()r though we ha\"(~ been his guests for so long 
j\ time, nnd been occasionally not a little troublesome 
to bioi with our importunity. yet we haye observed 
nothiug either in his manners or character to con~ 
UOUlU, but IDuo-h, yery much, to approyc of aDd nd~ 
miro. Ilis disPQsitiou is open nnd ingenuous, and 
hii' s(\utiments candid and sincero ; no child is more 
.. impk innocent and unsuspicious than he, The 
littlo wo han~ lWd to cornplt\in of is owing to om 
detl'ution hl,)r~ longer than we wished j but then, 
pl~rhaps, w-e ba\'o been a. little too hasty and petu~ 
laut; and it must likewise be remembered that III 
rl'gnrd to us the king'a reputation and honour wore at 
stake, and aftcr all he may be perfectly right in hi:> 
orilllQlts and conjc('t\U·cs. 

Thi:3 ev-cuing l1ll old l\fahommcdan priest, whose 
countenance se~mcd to iadiatc with meekness, sim-
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plicity, loving. kindness, and good nature, entered our 
dwe!ling, and entreated us with earnest importunity 
to give Ilim before our departure n, quantity of deadly 
poison, llo "cry small portion of which he wished 
lUight destroy life in ll. few moments after it should 
be taken. The hoary old villain did not hesitate 
to confess, in confidence, that his motive for making 
this strange request arose from the desire he felt to 
adminlster the poisonous drug to a neighbour, whom 
he longed to put out of the world, beMuse he had 
done him some slight imaginary wromg. Of course 
we execratecl the horrid intention of the man, who, 
rnther thaD listen longer to our reproaches, turned 
his face and walked away. In the night Boossa was 
visited by a thunder-storm. During the time we 
have been at Boossa., the thermometer hns ranged 
between 76°, ond 93°, but it hns most generally 
been between 80° and 90°, and the weather very 
oppl'essiYe. 

CHAPTER XIII. 
The King and ,;\ridiki t.'\ko leavo of Ibo Tmvel\ers- 1'hey omb:lrk 

oD tbo River Ilod d(l~rt froul DoossU-hlD.nd Mcl1Hio-Iog\lu­
hilligco_Islnnd PlI.tnsbic-·rhe Chief of Teab-:illemngel"S from 
the King: of'Vowo,v-Perplexily of the Trovellen respecting 
their Route-Terror of tho Natives nl their appcnrnoce-An 
Inva\id-Dise:ucs uf the Nlltivl's-l'heir J\I .. >dic;ncs-Ricllnrd 
Lander gocs to \Vowow_Sllpernition of {he Xativcs-Ch:ltma 
_ RClturo of Richord Lander to Pnhuhio-His Interview with 
the King of W owow-Houso of Correction ;).l Patnshio_ No.tivo 
P~guo l'ricat-DI'p.uturo from Pnwhie-RMh-.A.rri\·e tit 
Lover- An officioul Friond io the Pl"iest Dueoo- Dis:.ppoint­
Oleut oftllO Travellers. 

lUonday, September 2011l.-As mny be supposed, 
our hearts bent high this morning with thc nnticipn­
tiOll of at length lc(wing Boossa., find of proceeding 
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on our j omney j u.nd \va wore all on the qui vive at a 
very enrly hour, ransacking our lumber, packing it 
up, and turning it nU out into the yard. ft'om whence 
it was conveyed to the water-side, About breakfast­
time'the king and queen arrin~d at our hut, to pay us 
a farewell visit, and bestow" upon us their last blessing, 
Thcy brought with them two pots of bouey and a 
largo quantity of goora nuts, strongly recommending 
U~ to present the latter to the Rabba. chieftain, for 
that nothing we might have in our possession could 
so etfectuaUy conciliate his favour, procure us his 
frientlship, and cOlllmand his confidence.. \Vhen 
mutua.l complimOllts were passed, we c:\1?ressed our 
ncknowlctlgm(:uts to both of them, with sincerity un(l 
otU'U('stIlCS8, for tho benevolence, hospitality, and 
attention, with which they had uniformly treated us; 
for their kindness to us; for their zeal i~ everything 
that regarded our welfare; and for the protection 
they had ntforucu us during a pl"riod little short of 
two months, in which we had enjoyed the utmost 
scem-ity. and as much of happiness and gaiety. as it 
hllli beeu in their powcr to bestow, And we assured 
thorn, thn.t should wo be so fortunate as to return to 
EnglanLl, it ,\·ould be our first care to acquaint om' 
eountr)'lUon of all their kindness to us, which we 
would "remcmber as long as we lived, '" e then shook 
halldl:j hCfl-t'tilr, and conoluded by wishing thero 3. con­
tinuation of the simple blessings and the felicity they 
enjoyed: that they might eYer be loved by their sub­
j\~ds, Il..Utl feared 1l.1\d honoured by the neighbouring 
nations; that they might li"e to a good old age nnd 
\lic in peace with llll UltUlkind, They wcre both 
toue.h('d with son'ow at our words, fOl' thcy were the 
la~t ·which thoy "-ould. hear us utter; tears· were glis­
tening in the eyea of each as thoy WeN making Il.U 

;.~tlcctiug anu suitable answer; and the good couple 
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walked out of our hut with hea\'y and mournful coun­
tenances, and immediately re:paired t.o their own abode 
in order to make a powerful spell for our preservation 
nDd success. 

'WllCn we ourse1ves quitted the hut, which \vas 
shortly after their departure, we found our yard filled 
with neighbours, friends, and acquaintances, who all 
fell down 00 their lmecs to bid us good bye. 'l'bey 
blessed us earnestly with uplifted hands, and those 
among them that were of the :Mohammcdan religion, 
fervently implored for us the favour and protection 
of Allah and their Prophet. Tho eyes of mllny of 
them werc streaming with tears, and all were morc or 
less affcc.too. As we passed by these poor creatures, 
We spoke to them all, and tlwnked them ogain and 
again for their good wishes. Our hearts must ha\te 
llMn of llHu"blc if we could have beheld such a scene 
without some slight emotion. On our woy towords 
the river, also, the pnth was lined with people, some 
of whom saluted liS ou one knee, and some on both, 
and we received their bene(lictions as we walked along. 

It was exactly hulf-pnf>t niM in the morning when 
we arrived at tbe river side, where we found two 
canoes lying to receive our goods, which we quickly 
loaded. But with tbl1t indoleDce and indifference 
which distinguish all ranks of people here, the canoc~ 
men did not. mnke their appearance till Dcorly two 
hours after, though we bnd sent messengers repent­
edl), Lo them to hasten their coming ; the head of 
them is the It Sullikin Zhilligee," (king of the canoe) 
that couyeyed us from Rngogie to yaoorie. When 
our peoplo woro oIl emharked on the Niger, and our­
selvos, we humbly thnnked tbe Almighty for past 
delivernnces, and fel'Yontly prayed that He would 
always be with us, and orown our entorpdsc with 
success. 
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"Te had been but a short time on the water, when 
wo discovered that the swnller canoe, in which were 
8b: iudi,"iduals and n. number of sheop belonging to 
the Nouffie messengers, was overladen nnd in da.nger 
of siuking, and that both were very leaky, insomuch 
tha.t it required three mOD to be consta.ntly employed 
in bailing out the Wl\ter to keop them afloa.t. To 
lighten the srunller eanoo, we took a mnn from her 
into our owu, nnd afterwards we proceeded more 
safoly and with less apprehension; yet, at one o'clock 
in. tho I\ftcrnoon wo were oblig..::d to put into a. smull 
island called J.Ve}dlie., to get it repaired, for we were 
ll,fi'aid to proceed nDy further with the sml\ll cauoo. 
on account of the rocks ond the 1"elocity of the 
llurr ... ~ut. • 

The ",'bit,f of the village, a deccnt~looking, elderly 
mnn. ('iUlle do" It to salute us nt the water siuc, nnd 
would not sutl'er us to dClmrt till he hod prenlilcd on 
os to drink beer with him ond fire <)fJ' our guns, when 
ho cOUll'eUod us to accept of a fine kid, whlch we 
wen too llolite to reject. He was dressed in a. tobe 
lUt\llo of n mL...;.turc of country doth and Manchester 
cotton. &c. After we hod ;Ollll\ined on the island 
nbout half on hour, wbich wos occupied in making 
the nccc1\...-1.Ury repairs to the canoe, we bunched her 
ont into tho Wt"ter, expressed ow' thnnks to tlle chief, 
and took our leave. :llclhlie h: tolerably cultimtcd, 
nnd .b juh"bited solely by Borgoo men. ~ It lies on 
th~ western side of tho riYl;)r, Between this island 
aud BOQ..."'St\. tho rin"lr is full of small islands. with 
cbrumols of dct'p water between them. The banks 
on both sides arc ,'cry fertile. as well as the i::.lnnds 
themsch·cs. wbich nrt) m~th inhabited and well 
t'ultil"ntcd. • 

The current. Ilccording to our ~stimn.tion, ,,.-as here 
funning IH the rMe of fiye or six miles in an bour j 

YOLo II. L 
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and the bed of the riYer was full or rocks, some of 
which were only a few inches below the surface of 
the water, which occasioned it to make II loud rushing 
noise, and forew(trn the canoeman of his danger. OWIDg 
to the skilfulness of ours, we succeeded in crossing 
one or two sunken reefs, which, in a dry season merc 
especially, must be extremely dangerous i even as it 
was, we experienced considerable difficulty in getting 
over them. At two o'clock we pa-ssed the boundaries 
of Boossa, on the Co.stCl'D side of the river, nnd entered 
the dominions of the king of Nouffie. A toWll 

belonging to the former power, on the eastern bank 
of tho ri\fcr; marks the spot; but we were unable to 
ascertain its name. We then travelled along by the 
side of an island, vcry ,voody, called <I Any Mao's 
Laud," which, 6hougb fer6ile, is uninhabited, in con­
sequence of the yost number of wild horses which it 
is said to eontuin. 

At five P.M. we came t-o Inguazhilligee, haYing 
pussed, just before, £t )'ery large and pleasant, but 
straggling town, called Congie. * Inguitzhilligce t is 
the first town on the Wowow ground, all above on 
the western bank of the Niger belonging to BooSSi'i. 
Journeying along for no quarter of an hour wi!J1out 
stol>pillg bere, we put into a market to\Yll, on a !urge 
and beautiful island cnllecl Pattlsltie, just in time to 
sQ.vo ourselves from a heavy shower; and here we shull 

• This i, Ino,l probably the Songn of Clappl'rton, ho ho.l"ing 
{)J.Ssccl through it on hi, wa~' to CODlio from noo~su; und Ilia name, 
thercforc,hasbccIlMloptcclinthomnp. 

1" Th i. l)lnco b:'lg threo nQUlcs. OlllPllorton (,3.lIa it Ct1mic, "or, 
more pro{Hlrly, JfTonjeTqlto," nnd L. ... n(ler Ingun:hifligcc. It 
l\]J(Mlarl to bo tho firtt 111'Ieo below Boow\ where tho rivor i, ontirely 
dear ofl'O<'ks,und i. theroforo adoptod 0.1 tho fern', unci called tho 
l{ King'! Ferry." h I. tho ~eoornl tlloroughrnro 'for mcrehaot. 
pnuing Rod rel'ns.sing (rom NoufHo n.nd tho countries 10 the north· 
cnHofDorgoo, 
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bo obliged to remain till the retut'll of a messenger 
whom we landed ill the middle of the day, and sent to 
\ Vowow for the purpose of informing tho king of our 
depnrtw'o from Boossn, and of our intention to n.bide 
at Patashie till be chooses to send us the large canoe 
that we have purchased of him. 'Ve are no,,{ out of 
thc protection of the friendly monarch of BoossaJ who 
will havc nothing further to do with us. 

About twenty or thirty paces from the river side, 
we discovered a. grea.t quantity of huge bones and 
skulls of hippopotami. piled up on a high pilltform 
which bas been erected for the purpose. These. we 
uDllorstand, arc prescrvcd as trophie3 by the natiycs. 
on mu<;,h tho samo principle as foxcs' tuils iLre kept 
by many conntl·y gentlemen in England. From the 
dC{'a~'cd appenrance of some of the skulls, we are 
indinl..'J to believe that most of the auimals must have 
be!.'u destroyed very Illony years ago. We were 
"'l)~'ediJ)' introduced to the ehiet~ W~lO gnye us a hearty 
woi('ome. and who wo found to be a lit~le, round, fat, 
jolly.looking old. nhlll ; and as soon ns w'as eODYenient, 
we- weoo conducted to an excellent hut, received a 
quantity of pro);'6ion8 from the chief, and then Iny 
down to rest. Thermometer 76°, 86°, S8°. (luring 
the lhl.Y 

r((t:,~d(,y, September 21st.-Patashie. as we hnve 
~it1, is a large. rich island. unspeakably ben.utifuI, 
aUII is (lmhcUisheu with various groyes of palm, and 
other nohle trees. Its distance from Boossa, as nearly 
t15 we el\l\ gu('ss. may be between forty nOll fift;r mile~. 
It ahounds with horses. asses, buU()('ks, sheep. goats. 
poultry, &e .. t\Ild produces ~bundanec of C01'n and 
yaIDs: in fnct. the soil is $0 exceedingly fertile, nDd 
it" iuhallitants 1;0 inuustrious. that uot an acre (If 
ground in the whole i~laud, it is said, is left without 
l·ulth-ntion. I'o.t~sbic is tributary to W' owow. though 

E 2 
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it is inhabited solely by Nouffie people, who are con­
sidered honest, active. laborious, and wealthy, ". e 
find the river very much swollen; the banks ~e of n 
shelving nature, and the water is now' nearly on a 
lo\'el with the highest part of them. \Ve observed 
several smuil "illages on the Nouffic side. 

OUl' hut has this day exhibited n scene of reyelry 
nnd mil'th more becoming 0. native inn than a private 
dwelling. 

The chief of the island, accompanied by our four 
messengers from Boossa and Nouffie, our canocmen, 
and several of his own peoillc, all dressed H in their 
holiday best," paid us a visit in the earlier part of the 
morning, nnd, .. out of compliment, I fancy, remained 
witb us till eYening, ",ith the exception of a short 
absence in the middle of the day, during all which 
time t.hey were employed in swallowing palm-wine, 
which is procured in tJle islnnd in great plenty, and 
in telling nonsensical stories. "Ve were glad when 
they said it "'US time to depart j tlnd haying shaken 
hnnds with the ardour of drunkards, they took their 
leave, staggered out of the hut, and all went laughing 
away, 

It is rather singular that though the chief ~ n 
sooty bInck, he has bright blue. eyes. We received 
fl"om him about noon no fine goat, and messes of 
pOllllded yam and meat, stewed in palm-oil, These 
were brought in wcll-can'ed wooden dishes of huge 
dimensions j nnd we subsequently receiycd a ~we­
shoop, and similar w'essed dishes, from the chief of 
an ialnud belonging to Nouffie, which lies abl'enst of 
this, and whom we ha,ve not yet seen. 

The Magia.'s sou (whose name is Mohammed), 
and whom we find to be a very iutelligent Jout~l, 
infol"ms ns, that jf the prince of \"o,,"ow be unable to 
fUl'n ish us with a canoo sufficiently large for our 
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pll l"pO~e, it wou1<1 be woll to demand the restoration 
of our horses, which we could dispose of adyo.ntnge­
ously in Nouffie, and purchase a. quantity of bends. 
and other trifles, with the money, as presents to the 
various chiefs n.long the banks of the river. Instead 
of purchasing a ca.noe ourselves, which would be very 
~xpensi\""c. the young man promised, jn the name of 
his father, to obtain one of commodious size, which 
should ans"~cr all purposes, and take us to Ta.qro. 
with men whom it should be his business likewise to 
get. Tagra, we belicyc, is very ncar Benin. In Oilr 

own opinion, this would certainly be the safest and 
best menns of journeying dO'Yll the Niger, as the 
protection of 0.11 tho chiefs would thereby be ensured 
to us. But we nrc apprebeosi"o that we have gone 
too far towards adoptiog a. different scheme, and we 
see \'ory little likelihood, indeed, that we shall he 
ablo to embrace the plan suggested, llmi so strongly 
recommended by Uohnmmed, "'u\less the ,Yowow 
ruler be not in a condition to perform his engage­
mont. a.nd is willing to return our horses, which does 
not apllear to us at all probable, under existing dr­
CUDlsttlll.Ces. The messenger we sent to him is not 
yet. returned. Thermometer 74°, 83°, 85°, during 
the day. 

n~idlle~'(/(l.!f. eptemher 22nd.-This morning w(" 

were vi.sited by the re\-eUers of yesterday, who brought 
with them seyeru.l gallons of palm wine, which they 
8wallowc-d in n yery short time, nnd to cyery nppeal"­
(\.Boe we were threatened with a reuewal of yestorday'~ 
debauch: but luckily for us they went out for a fe\\­
minutes to procure morc liquor. wheo we embraced 
the opportunity of closing the door .of onr hnt a.go.inst 
them. nnd thus prcycuted their rc-entering it. 

In the morning wo were fasourcd ,,;th a ,;sit 
frolU tho chief of Teah. the l'ouffie island alluded to 
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yestorday. IIo is a venerable-looking old man, of 
udvantagoollsstnture, and exceedingly corpulent. 
lIe cxprcssed tho utmost delight a.nd satisfaction on 
seeing white mcn beforc he dicd, nod declared it was 
0. pleasuro which neither his futhcr, mother, oor 
unclc, had ovcr cl~oyed, Clnd a grntificntion which his 
allcestors had ncvor hoped fol'; he should therefore 
dlCl'ish tho l'ClUembmllce of it as long I1S he li"ed. 
,\Vo ha"o with U6 a quarto edition of nntlll'ni hist.oJ'Y. 
with plates ; the~c, tho\lgh incomvrohellsible to the­
nntiYes of Yal'l'iba. appCfLr to be extremoly well un­
dorstood here, and hnve excited in the minds of those 
that have Seen them tho highest degree of admirn­
tion, rap hIre, I\nd wondenllcnt. The old chief of 
'l'oah gar.cd upon thcm in silent astonishment; but 
whon wo took out 0 wn.tch and runl'iuor's compass for 

.his inspection, and their uses WO]'O oxplained to him, 
ho becnmo at first vory unensy, and afterwords per­
fectly wild with nmo.zomont. No ouo in tho world 
could ox-preMs morc Ilntllrnllyor forcibly tho omotion 
of wondo]', or tho passion of fear, which tho connte­
nnuce of this old mOll displnyed as he looked nt the 
w!\tch ; nol' cO\lid he be ])o1'8uo.ded for a long timo 
but that it wos in ])ossession of lifo and bcit.)g. find 
lind tho powor of moving. Aftol' a long nnd friendly 
chat, t.ho good old chief st\lutcd us Ilud took his 
lCfWO, 

11'01'lh lics vory near tho island of Pat..1.$hio, from 
which it is di\'i~led ouly by 1\ very IlmTOW channol. 
Of tho two, '1'ohh is said to bo tho Im'ger and lUorc 
])opulons j but with regard to agreeableness of ap­
)lcarnoco, omazing fecundity of wil, O-ud natul'ClI pro­
ductions, they are protty much alike. both being 
hcyolld desorijltion fortilo and beautiful. III both 
)It'ovisions 1\1'0 ]·CIISOllo.blo, and in tho greatost plenty: 
thoy oro 'both inbi\bitcd by individuals of tho Si\ iIl O 
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nation, who enrich the islands by their industry and 
labour; and both have been equally exempt from 
those intestine broils and commotions which have 
for so long n. time agitated a.nd iml)overished the 
nn.t,ives of ,the Dlaioln.nd. 

10 tho evening a messenger arrived from the king 
of ' Vowow, with news not at all to our liking. He 
informs us that we were anxiously exp~cted in that 
oity from Boossa at the time of the holidays; and 
hecause we did not come ngreeably to our proroi.se, 
the prince could Dot conceal his chagrin. and was ex­
ceedingly I\ugry, not only with the king of Boossa., 
who was the callse of our absence, but with us like­
wi8c. The messenger continued, that his sovereign 
had Dlo~t certainly llrocured for us a caooe, which is 
lni(l up fit Lf'I'tr~· but tht\t if we wished, or ra.ther if 
wo 'n.~r(' dl,tcrmiued, to have oW' horses back again, 
th\.' king would send them to us in· compliance with' 
our wishco;; .. for w10," said he, with much emphasis, 
.. would presume to assert that the monarch of 
"POW!)W would keep the property of others? It 
would not bc paying him thnt respect. " he continued, 
.. which his rank and situation demanded, were the 
\\ hite Ulon to letwc his dominions and the country 
nltogother. without first coming to pay him their 
rt'!lpccts, Ilnd he would therefore entrcat us to pay 
n "lsit to Wowow immediatcly for that purpose; 01-

if both of us could not, lCiwe Pfllt~lshic. he requested 
t hat I would come a.nd bid hiro adieu, beca.use I had 
not dono :so when my illness compelled rue to leave 
hi$ city_" 

The lUal\ finished his meS!:lugc by complaining 
llitterlr of the conduct of the king of Boossa, who, 
hc said. hlld acted towards his sovereign deccitfull~-. 
\\uho.nd~omdy, and inconsistently, throughout all thl~ 
tl'lmsaatiolls in which we have been principally coo-
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. cerned. Vic ourselves arc confident thnt the king 
of vVowow will strongly object to tho arl'(l.ngcment 
of his I'clu.tivo, regarding our being sent either to 
tho Maglo. or to tho chiof of tho Fo.la.tn.hs at Rnbba, 
jf not cndeavotu' to fl'llstra.to it, becauso he is nt CD· 
mity with tho ono, nnd both fenrs and hates tho otbel'. 
But how ho cun positiyoly provont this scheme from 
being CIl1'l'icd into effect, seeing we shnll have tho 
Mngia's son n.ud 0. Nouffio messenger ill tho sumo 
enDee with us, wo cnnnot imngiQO. 

'llho monorchs of BOOflSn Mel ,""owow seem to have 
VOl'y opposito opiuions rcgnrdiug our journoy. 'llho 
form or insists on tho nccc8sit.y of oUt' proceeding 
down tho Nigol' on the onatorn or NouBia side. which 
would cortnillly bo tho most interesting aod desirable; 
whol'eo.s the othel' makes uso of strong language 
to persuade us that tho Yal'ribn. sido of the riYOI' 

would bo t.he most convenient, tho most ngl'eeo.blo, 
",nd tho SRfost j o.nd that jf we would raal{o up our 
minds not to nttoud to tho killg of 13ou880.'a advice. 
ho would send 0. messenger with us, who should pro­
teot us even to the soa, 1.'hia difi'OI'once of opinion. 
wo nro appl'ehensive, will involve us in n. thousnnd 
perplexities i yet wo must be guided in our choico 
ontirely by ciroumsto.nc08. lutereat, present or re­
IDote, and projudico and pnssioll, SOOID to awny tho 
IDillrla of both these rulel's, though eo.ch of thom 
IWOWS his disintel'etltodncS8, Tho killg of 1300881\, 
I~ good ])l Ull, but of o.n hwublo, yiolding, poncoful, 
ondul'ing teDlpel', and of 0. tiruoro\}g, w/},\fol'iug d.isl)O­
Hi~jOll, requests us onruC!~tly to visit tho hIn.g'in. nDd 
tho F!\ll\~nh~, becauso ho knows it would gratify theil' 
vanity, nud mnko thom his fllicnds for over,-the 
king of '\'owow, of (\, fi rlll, sugnoious, ami unbending 
mind, BCOl'US tho fl'icndship nnd dofies tbe powor of 
oithel', o.ud is inveLol'a.to in his IDsliko both of tho 
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vcry nruno of Falatnh, nnd that of the brother of 
EJercso.; he is aware that our visiting their terri­
tories in person would not only be paying them a 
\"cl"y high compliment, but would likewise, ill some 
mell~ure. be adnmtageous to them, and is guided by 
tlris decided partiality in doing all in his power to 
bring us over to his own views and sentiments. 
From the treatment I experienced at Soccatoo, I 
lUust say that I cntertain a. very grcn,t aversion to 
the whole FoUltnh nation; and am of opinion, that if 
wo put into Ro.bbn.. according to the suggestions of 
tho king of Boossa, we shill be detained there till 
Dello be informed of the fact, and hie intentions 
with regard to us be communicated to the chief. I 
am therofore inclined to n.dopt the nd\;ce of the king 
of ,Vowow, rnther than to comply with tho 'wi.shes of 
his august rclnti.o, though there is DO just or 
reasonablc ground to fear either ill-treatment or 
dotention at the hnnds of tho Fnlatahs, marc especially 
since we hrwe receh·ed ample and satisfactory assur­
ances frolU the powerful chlef of Rabba himself of 
their fll.vourable disposition towa.rds us,-that we 
shall be receiyed as friends, and meet with every 
encouragement and support, as far as their power and 
iuterests c:"ftond, and as far as their name is known 
anu rc~pectcd. let we cannot follow the bent of 
oUt" OWl1 indinatiou::! ; we are iuyolYcd in difficulty: 
and though cycrything appears propitious to our Cll­
tcrpriec, yet wo are not masters of our Olm nctions : 
we must follow where others lead, and wo Me still in 
doubt as to ,,"h:lt we shall do. At n.ll c,'ents, wo 
shall be guided in our choico entirely by cu-cum­
~tnllces: .; we shill trust our fortune to the l'owers 
above:" nud cn.u only pray tha.t. an indulgent Provi­
denco \\;ll SUCCQl\l', befriend, and protect us in all 
circumst311ccs. as it has heretofore done. 
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Tho Wowo,v ambassador will rest' with us to­
morrow; ilnd on the day following I intend accom· 
panying him to that city. not only to pay my respects 
to the sovereign, but likewise to have a final and de­
cisive answer from him regarding the canoe, without 
furt.her subtetfuge or procrastination. Thermomet.er 
76°,87°,89°, during the day. 

Thursday. September 23rd.-At Boossa, latterly, we 
had the greatest difficulty and trouble in procuring 
tJ\C bare necessaries of life; but here, in this flourish­
ing Patashie, provisions have been sent us from the 
chiefs of the two islands in such abundance. that half 

• of them, we regret to say. ha.ve been unconsumed by 
our people and thrown to the dogs; we hrwe received 
from each of them, daily, as much as a. strong maD 
could cnrry, consisting of the usual gigantic bowl of 
pounded yam nnd ment, stewed in palm oil. People 
here, of all ages, display the most nnxious, though 
perhaps natural curiosity to see us; and large crowds 
of them assemble every day. and W(lit from morning 
till night patiently, till they bnn~ gained the object 
of their yisit. However, tIleyare all as timid as hares, 
and if we happen to look fixedly in their fnees for a 
moment, most ofthero, more especially the females, and 
the jmlior cla$ses of both sexes, start back with terror, 
as if they had seen n serpent in the grass; and wheu 
we attempt to walk ncar any of them, they run away 
screaming, as though they had been pursued by ft, 

lion, 01' were in dauger of falling into the ju,,-s of a. 
crocodile,· so horrified are these pOOl' people a.t the bare 
sight of a white man, and so frightful do their UUil­

ginations picture him to be. 
In the evening. long after the sun had gone dOWll, 

the chief brought 0.. youth for us to I)i\SS OUI opinion 
on, wholU he introduced as a. ncar rclatlye. IIe hits 
been ill for t,he lust fourteen mouths, and the chief 
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prayed that we would ondeavour to curo him of his 
complaint. lie is ft tall, lank young man, of humble, 
modest, and resorved mnnners. From a stato of 
robust health I1nd yigour, which it appears he formerly 
onjoycd, bo is wasted away allUost to a skeleton i 
and his tCIDller, onco plcnsant, cheerful, and sprightly, 
has lost its elasticity. and he is becomc thoughtful, 
dejected, lllld rnelancholJ: howe\'cr, thougli the in­
"aJid rardy enjoys sOllnd and refreshing sleep, yet 
he has l\ wonderful appetite, and ho cats with voracity. 
Wo 8inccr~ly regret our ignol'llucC of the naturc of 
his disordor, and thoreforo our utter inability to do 
him tho slightest benefit; novertheless, the oid chief 
solicited UR so warmly for medicine, and with such 
pro~8ing importunity. ihat mther thangiye ofrence. and 
becll.mm tlll.' young man complained of a sore throat 
I\nd neck, which scemed to annoy him l'I.t. present 
morl' than nuything ebe. we chafed tho::ie parb with 
11 little sp iJ'its of hartshorn, and wr .... }lped rounu them 
seycml folJs of warm fluunel. I t was all that we eould 
do to reliC'vo his pain) l\nd it seemed to give complete 
satisfaction. Poor peoplo! how· happy did this little 
.;Ion,jce mnKC them ~ . 

'I.' hc uCLtiYes arc subject to yery few cliseases. and 
tllOSl'. gencrnlly speaking. arc not of n dangerous or 
maligullnt tendcucy. As far as wo nrc able to judge 

.from thc S~~lp tomt:i he describes, tho cOUlI)laillt lmdcr 
whil'll the old chi.d's proft~e lutlours approllches 
Hearl'r to tho na.ture of consumption tha.n to any other 
tliSClls(' with which we nrc acquainted. Swall pox i~ 
'er,} prevalent. but we do not hear tha.t it often tcr~ 
mion.tcs fatall~·. The Guinca-worm is frequently met 
"ith: wecrs, of that frightful description which pre· 
,ails on tho coa:-\t. a.rc unknown: but agnes and 
..,Ihrht fcwr!1 nrc b,' no means uncommon: Ilu(l of all 
t'Qol.pit\ints, Sl'l'e e~~cs ntHl ntfcctious of the bowels art~ 
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by fm' ('ho most gOllol'Ol Propody apcoJdng, Lbo 
lIo,ti\'oS hn \'o lIO {lotivo medicino of their own, though 
lhey honaL nn ncquniu lclIlco with n variety of modi. 
cinnl pl nnt~, whicb, os fnr {IS our obacJ'\'n.tion extends, 
nro wholly inollicnoio1l8; thoy likowlso ascribo tho 
mOlle womIt.wflll bonling proportio8 to n quo.ntity of 
roots 1\11\1 lihros of trees, which nro l:Iought td'tor nod 
vonded hy n. Il\Ullb~1' of idlo, 1£\7,Y follows, who protond 
10 ho "Moluunmodnll priosts: howovor, fl'om our expo­
dOIlCO, t hl.ll!1o do noithor good DOl' hnrm, being' poriuctly 
inlloclInt in their oflcots, nud nltogothor usoh:ss. 'fho 
!'oot of n h\l'go llnd scarco treo holds 80 high n. 
n.' lHltn.tion for tho nstouisiting prop~rties whioh it il4 

cl~;~rl~~~i~n~O t\:~~S~I~8~I~h~~ i:h~n~.~!~~~~:~erd. o~Y ;~~l~.~! 
BN,iduij ilM othol' virtuos, lho ol'oduloua peoplo boliovo 
tlmt., wbill:!t thoy luwo tho I:!Ulu\lcat portion of thi!t 
l'duol'nted "mother of roots" about their l'Cl'SOIl8. 

thcy oun n El!lungo OVlII'Y SOtTOW, alloviato ovol'Y mis­
fortuno; hnnish cu re froll! thoi .. milItia Rud wuut from 
thoil' dll'1.1Uinga, II\'Ol'L ]Jlliu, aud seoure hnppiuess, 
From tho Arl\bOl, ho",{wot" tho UtHi"os obtnin g t'cot 
'lutllllitil'a of trQlla, whicb is n: fo~~il olknli, nnd i ~ 
found on tho bordurd of tho des~rt, It is t\ stl'oug 
und nctiyo IqJol'iont, nnd llossosaos ot.hor mcdioiunl 
pl'()pol'Lic~ which {\.\'O UlI(h:-l'9tood by tho peoplo. It i!t 
t~\kl)u hy tIn !'lInI;;s ill oyory OOIll}litlillt, of whntsooyor 
Ilntul'o it Illily boo 11'1'0111\ is likowitlo bent to 11 powder 
oml mixolt with au\ln~ to whioh it iU\pm'~ n gl'Cllt 
ullgl'(lO or pltngOlWy i !Hld lastly, it is given to horsos, 
8hcop, lind oth~r nnilUnh~, whioh out 1m'go hm1llS of it 
with thCl g l'l)ntl'st twhliLy. 'l'hCl1ll0lUOtOl' 78°, 89°, 91Q

, 

l1m'illgllw lln.y, 
Pn'dll,ll. S('p/('II/blll' 2·1/11.-'J.1ho 1300ssn ..muoomOIl, 

who 1u\\'0 bl'oll illtoxil'otCti ovol'y duy sineo thoy bon' 
hl.'011 bo1'o, roturnod to thoir homos thia morning in t\ 
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state of ebriety, hrwing received a shilling each Ilnd 
0. fow needles, as a reward for their labour. Shortly 
of tor their dOlmrtW'c, I landed for the purpose of pro­
ceeding to "'owow, and took possession of a house 
on the bank of the riNr WIDch had been prepnred for 
mo. The king of Wowow's messenger accompanied 
me, and baring got everything rendy as soon as we 
could, we commenced. our journey towards bis city. 
It was tho intontion of the man from Boo~sa to have 
takon his IOIn-o of ns here, and return to his soye­
reign; but when he heard the extraordinary com­
muuication and insiu~ations of the prince of 'Wo­
wow, ho (,hauged his mind. tlud resolved to aeCODl­

pnn~' me ns nbo"e relnted. I left my brother on the 
i~lul)d to take care of our things, nnd the following 
I'l'wnrks w('rc mnde by him in my absencc :-

.. 1'h(' NOll.ffie mcsscngcl1:i remain hare ,,-:ith me, 
omI the I)uo('n of Boossn's 'master of the horse' 
hus tiC'termincd not to lealc us fU after our alTiYnl 
at L fl'cr. though we would much rather dhpcnsc 
,,-ith his compo.ny. They tell us that llaMa is two 
days' journey by water from the town of Leyer, and 
thr('c from F,mdn, nnu ilmt Funda is four days' 
journey from the sea. On our arrivo.l at Rabba. 
so..r~ MohomJlled, or after we shall lu\ye dclilorcd a 
present to it!:) ehief, nnd the formalities of introduc­
tion (u'C gone through, he will supply us with horses 
to coovey us to a to,,~ ,,"herein the i-Iagla. Nsiues. and 
which ilS about two days' jouruey from theuee. for it 
will be ncccssary tha.t we should pay our respects to 
ilUu in person . 

.. The chi('f of rnt~hie came to see me this CYCD­

in!! b.\· Inmp-light. accompanied by his sick relatiye. 
whom he pronounced to be much better, haying slept 
!oiO\l1.\(Uy during the night, Gild expericnced a mitiga­
tion tlf p:\io, I applied n little more spirits of harts· 
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born w his throat, and recommended temperance in 
eating, gentle exercise in the open air, to beware of 
chills, and a,void exposure to nightly damps and dews. 
The old chief and his nephew (for that is the rela­
tionship between them) took t.heir leave of roe with 
many c)':pl'cssions of thankfulness. Our hut has been 
literally cl:auuned with "jsitors nearly the whole of 
t.he day. 'l'hermometer 77°, 88°, 92°, during t.he 
d.y. 

"Saturday, September 25th.-Nothing worthy of 
particular notice has occurred to-day; I contwue to 
receive the utmost hospitality and kindness from the 
old benevolent cbiefs of Teall find this island, t.he 
Intter of wbom stays with me almost all day long. 
He took a fancy to the only English con,t which is 
now left me, its green colour seeming to be the prin . 
cipnl cause of bis admiration j and as it is of little 
consequence bere how uncouthly soever a European 
may be dressed, I cut off par~ of its skirts to make 
him a cap. .A \voman belonging to the clticf died to­
day in a stnte of iosaluty. Accoroing to the people's 
;lccount, the deceased was in good health three days 
RgO, but tllis morning a malicious fomRIe demon 
entered into ]l(~r, o.nd began to exeroiso her malign 
propensities by tormenting bel' victim, throwing her 
upon fircs, and into tho wo.tor, causing hor eyes to 
roll in a frenzied manner, and making her lie alqug 
the ground, l'aving and roaring most furiously. Last 
of ali, they so.y the evil spirit put an CJ)d to her tor­
ture by eating her life, and she dietl. Thermometer 
70°, 80°,83°, during the day. 

" Su.nday, September 26th.-A Mohammedan 
priost, fUl'l1ishod with pell and ink, arrived at Patashie 
to pay his rcspects to \1S, nlHI without wearying mo 
with questions, h~ sat down ycry composedly and 
~oIllruenced writ.iug an Arab charm. or prayer, for 
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om health, preservation, and succcss. I felt no incli~ 
nation to interrupt the man's beneyolent intention; 
nnd when he had £nished. the Magin's son, who 
happened to be prcsent, animated by thc same laud­
l~ble impulse, produced a charm possessing. no doubt, 
as many virtues as the mallam '5. These are nothing 
morc thnn short extracts from the Koran. Both 
men appeared to write the Arabic character with a 
roadiness nnd facility which one would scarcely 
l!Xpcct to find in this remote country. Charms or 
l\ulUiets are in universal use, more especially in 
Yarriba, where, perhaps, the Mohammedan religion is 
least felt, nnd has made least IH·ogress. They arc 
generally encompassed with red cloth or leather; 
a\"0 worn for tho mo:ot part on the left arm i and from 
tall to twenty are sometimes observed on the person 
\)f one indi\'idual. 1'bis custom might have origi­
nally heen introduced into the country by thc Arn.b:o, 
l\ud disseminated by their mean! through all these 
parts of thc continent. 1'he phylncteries of the 
anciont Jews, which were little rolls of parchment. 
coutt\ining written pllssnges from the noly Scriptures. 
and which used to be worn upon the forehead and 
the wrist of the left (\.rl11, might htwe gi"en the Ara­
biuns the hints of wcaring extracts from the Koron 
ill like manuer, and which, b)' tho lapse, of ages, ha\'e 
dcgl'ucr:lteu iuto the prescnt supcrstitious practice of 
wearing charms. which is so preYillent in Africa. 
The same idle stories with regard to reputed ,,;zards, 
u~ronl<lnCel'S. &c., which arc current in Boossa, 
0btnlu as great u degree of credit here i and the 
people likowisc bolien) in other absw'dities equally 
\lctl~stnblc. To~dlly a milo has beeo accused of outing 
the ~pirit or living l)rineiple of another: but in what 
manner ho is to be ~\mi.shed. no one bas yet informed 
U;I.. Thermometor (6°, 86°) 91°, during the day," 
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}'fonday, September 27tl,.-I l'oturned in the 
wo.,'mest part of the day from my visit to " TOWOW, 

with no Icss than ~brec men as mes8CDgol'li from the 
J<ing, the whole of whom aro to accompany us to 
Lever. It holS ever been the policy of 0.11 tho African 
rulcra of the citioa nod kingooms through whieh we 
hn"c pasBed sinco lcaving Do(ltigI'Y, to furnish us with 
n greater number of guides and messengers than we 
l llWC either required or whihcd, In tho prcsent 
instance, onG would hal'e been amply sufficient for 
our purpose, but, as on fonner occnlSions, tho ,Yowow 
men nrc the king's Sio.VCIS, and will be obliged, on 
th oil' l'eturn, to loy before theil' monarch who.tever 
we mo.y f,';vc them 6S 0. roword for their t,'oublo; ho 
wi ll luke from them 0.8 much as he likes, which moat 
likely will llot bo less tho.n seven-eighths of tho 
whole, and the littlo left will then be divided among 
the me~scJ)gcrs, 80 that solf-interest olono hos induced 
the king to send li S th ree mell, because three men 
will be entitled to more wages thnu one. 

On my IllTh-al at Wowow 011 tho 2.Jtb instant, 
felt too much fatigued fTom the longth of tho journey. 
llod tho 1100,t of tho weather, to pa.y roy respects to 
dw monarch, and therofore desired to he oxeused 
from "jaitillg him till the morrow. Aecordillgly, on 
tho following day, I hnd prollnJ'cd myself to go to the 
king's house, in p\ll'sunnco of my o.greement, but wall 
grea tly surprised on learning that the eccentric old 
man had excused himself from boing Been on that 
day, on the same 1)len, as I had tho dny hefore, ob­
sor\'ing tlHlt he had tnken n ride to view his go.rdolllJ 
in tho mOI'ning, and that tho exorciso had so much 
tired him, that ho folt no inclinntiou whnt6vor to 
rccciyo "iijitors till next dll)'. rl'bcreforo it was not 
till tho 2Gth t.hat the king f,rrnnted me an audience, 
and tben he said, ",-ith the g reat.cst indiiforoDeo, /I I 
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have not yet beon ablo to llrocure you the CODoe 
which 1 promised to get j but I have no doubt that 
the rulor of Patashie \\;11 baye it ill WS power to 
supply you with one to your satisfaction. for ''fhieh 
l)ul'pose I will send an express to that island without 
dolllY. whom I will furnish with the necessary jn8truc~ 
tion~ to effect a.n immediate purchase, " Thus. with 
as much discussioD 8S would fill a yolume, continued 
with little or no intermission for seYen weeks. be~ 
tweon tboso\'ereigns of two countries, wQ.o during 
tha.t period were sending messcngers to each other 
continually, the mighty business which had employed 
all thoir thoughts, Ilnd in which they wore uncens~ 
ingly cugagcd-tbo simplo purchasc of Il canoe, is 
t.~"'l,m now It.'i't unfinished; in fnet, up to the present 
UlOnllJnt. no mor(' ha.s been done in the ma.tter, than 
whl~u we finJt mlldo known our intention~ nnd wishe:; 
to thc king of Booss<\ f.·om the city of Yiloorie h'ro 
months ago. So mnch for the expedition with which 
.\fJ'ictl.ll ij usuaUy transnct their a.tTnir$! The king 
took the opportunity of informing mo that he should 
by-amI-by set about erecting a suita.ble building for 
the reception of our countrymen. whenever it should 
plen~c thorn to como up the rivcr to trado ; for the 
old lUau cherishc!'\ the belief. ill common with other 
rulen; on thc banks of the Niger, that numbers of 
Europct~n~ will, some timl" or other. certainly .. isit 
hi:-l ('oUlHry fo\' the purposes of traffic, 

Before m~- departure. the monarch showed me, in 
compliancl' with my request. the wholo of his l'ollce­
tion of ('harUl~, which nrc written on sheets of poper. 
glul'd or pa~tcd together. .Amongst thcm I disco­
wn"ll a ~wall edition of .. 'Yatts's Hymns," on one 
of the bhmk INtyc~ of which was written :-" .J.lf'r­
aUIII" .. .1 nd(>"~'fl, RO.'lal .Jlilito,. HQ!)1itl1l, r:o."prrt, 
]801," It i~ ~rhall.." unnccc8&U',Y to SO". that )fl'. 

'"01.. 11 f 
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Anderson was the companion, and I believe Q. "cry 
ncar rclati¥c, of the celebrated Ur. Park. From the 
Wowow chieftain, as woll us from his good old 
brother, and our friend Abba, I and my attendants 
cxpcriollccd the most liberal hospito.1ity; and on 
taking my leave of them, they wished me farcw'ell 
in the most cordial nnd affcctionn.tc manner. Besides 
the note from ~rr. nDd Mrs. 'Vatson to Mr. Park, 
which we obtained wben a.t Boossa. we also .saw 
another from Lady Dulkei!h, of the same date, 
acknowledging the receipt of some drnwinf,'H from 
him. Thcnnomctcr 76°, 89<>, 93°, during tho day. 

T1!e8rioy, Sept. 28tlt.-It is TeaHy tiresome to say 
anything fUJ'<thcr 011 the provoking subject of the 
canoe; yet we think it necessary to remark, that not 
a. single one is to be found llere sufficiently large for 
our purpose, or at all answering tho expectations 
hcld out to us by the princ~ of Wowow. Lover is 
therefore again fixed on 48 the plnee where our 
wiHhns arc to ~e nnswcrcd. and our h,opos realized; 
and we 0.1'0 given to understand thnt we BhnU leave 
thiH plnee for tbence at nn enrly hour to-morrow. 

On wnlking across Pntashie to-dn..r. in perJl1lpS its 
nal'roweat part, we found the island to 1)0 about n 
mile in width; yet, iII comparison to ita breadth. 
it is very disproportionate, being se\'ol'al miles in 
J~ngth. PaLilshie is extremely populous for its sir,e. 
llJld largo clusters of buts nrc scattered all 0\'01' tho 
island. From n gentle eminence on the main land 
opposite. its appearancc bears a striking rescrublanco 
to the morc beautiful parts of tho SeA·consL 

The peoplo have n. hut her,c, wherein nil femnlcs 
who conduct themsclves indeecntfy, or commit any 
crimc~ 01' offences, nrc imprisoned. ThiJ~ building is 
diAtinguished from t.he others by its size. situation, 
and suporior appeo.ro.nce. Outside thc doorway, nnd 
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on each side of it, arc two clay figures, nearly as l!l.rge 
ns life, which nre affixed to the wall. One of them 
is intended to represent n woman in an upright posi­
tion, nod without clothing, so that evcry female who 
!:joos it mny be reminded of the object a.nd origin of 
t,he institution j but tho thing looks extremely odd, 
nlul the execution, as might be supposed, is rude and 
l'o\ltl~mptible. rfho figure opposite to it is a pretty 
good l"eprescntation of n crocodile, and it is placed 
ug-ainst tho wall, I suppose, merely as an ornament. 
Nearly all the junior c1as~es of the population hel't:: 
go entirely naked; and it is not before they attain 
to milo's or woman's cstnte tho.t they begin to clothe 
thl'lH~c1ycs. Red clay i~ in general usc among 
fCJllt~I~'\s of nllmuks. The Magin's sou intcndsleaying 
U!'I to-morrow, on a visit to his fn.ther. whom he will 
inform of our mo\'ements, &e. From thence he 1lur­
rll~l't1 procceding to Rabbn. where he will stay till out' 
arrin)l. Thcnnometer 76 Q

, Bio, 9oo, during the day. 
11 ~l'dllf>IJ(/(t!I , Si'j)t. 29tll.-.After our luggage had 

tll! h('e.u l,nckcd up this morning in rendiness for our 
(ll~parturc, ami e"crything hnd been prepared for that 
purpose. word was brought us from the cbief, tbtlt 
w(' should be lmablc to start till to-morrow, beMuso 
the -Xigcr. he sa id, would l'eeciYe a great influx of 
W(Ltcr to~night. which would be considerably in our 
ftwour. As it rained heavily Ilnd incessantly nearly 
the whole of Inst night, and as we had continued 
h~ayy showers nlruo5t the whole of thi:) forenoon. we 
Juwc mnde no cowph\lnt or fuss at our disllppoirit­
ment. but quietly await the coming of to-morrow, 
In the eyening we w('re urgently ~olicited by the 
bo~pitnblc ('111('f of Pat.)shic for a chunn to render 
him successful in aU his shooting excul'sions, and in 
hlH\tiUg the hiVpol'otnmus. This request was soon 
foHow..;oJ b: ... a similnr one from his brother, l;"'or 

}' ~ 
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ourselves, we nre obliged to follow the current of opi­
nion, or consent to lose our credit, and be regarded with 
detestation j (lnd, as our charrus n·re likely to be as 
effective as those of the Arabs, we sometimes oblige 
the natives in this respect. Thermometer 75°, 85°, 
8'7°, during the day. 

TllUrsday, Sept. 30tA,-Between eight and nine 
o'clock in the mOl'uing, horses were brought us from 
the chief and his nephew, to take us t-o the water's 
side, where the luggage had been previously con­
yeyed. Here we waited 0. good while till our canoes 
were brought from another part of the island, there 
being but one got ready n.t the time of our nrrival. 
'\oVhiJe we stood ncar the water's edge, hundreds of 
people werc collected there to look at us, and among 
them was a native Pagnu priest, who was dressed 
more fnnta-st.ically than any Merry-Andrew in Christ­
endom. His clothing was manufactured almost 
solely of fine soft gruss. His head and sho\l.l~ers 
and Imrt of his body wel'e hid lUlderneath U-ll enor­
mous thing, in shu.pe like tho roof of a hut, with a 
fl'inge and tassels of stained grnss. A tobe, made 
ruso of grass, excellently woven and of Y3J,;ons 
colours, encircled his body nnd reached as far as the 
knee; and the mnn woro likewise trousers of the 
saDle lllotorial, nud plaited in n similar manner, but 
this was unstained. and of the colour of dried grass j 

it W1\8 tlU'ned up n,t tho nnk:les, though 11 deo}) fringe 
huug to the gl'Olllld. He ILpproaohcd. several indi­
viduals that. woro sitting on the turf. aud stooping OYer 
thelU, the priest enveloped the upper pfLli. of their 
persons in his uncouth hend-dress; shook it over 
them, which produced a strange rustling noise j 

screamed in 1\ most frightful llud unearthly tono; 
and then arose to pOlfol'm the samo bnrbnrous cere­
mony to others. 
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"11en the canoes had arrived, and all our things 
bad beon removed into them from the bench, we 
wero desired to ride to a. lauding-place fl1rLher down 
the island, because of the rooks, which arc reported 
to intercept the stream at a little distance from the 
plnco whereon we stood, and to be very dangerous 
for Canoes which arc heavily laden. But first of aU 
wo took a cordial farewell of the hearty old chief of 
TeeM. who had come oyer to see us before our de· 
part,urt'. Tho ,",onorable governor of P atashie, to 
who1U we are under so many obligations, then pre­
ceded us on the' footway. walking with a staff j and 
wo reached tho appointed place of embarkation ex­
actly nt the snmo moment as tho canoes. There we 
founel a man and WODlan sitting on a mat, which was 
pllU'\,."l Oll the grnss, refreshing themselycs with 
Onilleft nuts and water. "TO partook of their fare by 
invitation. and as tllO canoes were waiting for us to 
('ollle on hoord. we bade adieu, in the most expressiyo 
!UnDnc!', to the good old chief of P o.tashie, ana, thank­
ing nll the friends thot had aceomllanied us thither. 
wo jumped on board, nnd pushed oft· from the shore. 
ebC0rell by the natives that were present. 

The current bore u:s'rapidly wong, but we regreLted 
to find the riYcr again broken up by rocks and nllme­
I'nus smail islands, which spoil its delightful appear-
1\1\\,.'t" and render it unna\;gable. .A few miles below 
f' t\H\!3hic. n.rc three islands ;).brcnst of carh other. nnd 
b,) nt,) mea.ns destitute of beauty or "crduro, wwch 
01'1.' called coliecti"c1y Raak. On on~ of them is 
o Iar.!!;c trading tow·u. and ncar it the ('a.noomcn 
Inmlctl to get ~OUlC refreshment. 'Y c then ('on.tiulled 
Ollr COUNe for SOUl(' time without meeting any ob· 
stl\de to NnbmTl\::IS \IS: but afterwards, in order to 
got d(,l\)" of a reef of rocks. we werc obliged to make 
0111' way tbrough an ('xceedingly narrow challucl, 
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o\'erhung 'Wit.h the branches of trees, and more than 
half filled with rushes and tnJllu..~uriant grasses. TIlls 
brought us in~o the main riYer again, n.nd having 
passed along m front of olle or two towns on the 
banks of the rirer, we came in sight of Lecer, which 
was t.he place of our destination, and where we landed 
at one o'clock, after ra tb,er a short excursion from 
Patashie of three hours. Leyer may be distant from 
that island a.bout t,wenty miles. 

Our sUtprisc was grcnt indeed, when, instead of 
the proper person whom we expected would have 
receivec} US~ we were welcomed on shore by u. lllUD 

called DuCfJO, and who represented himself as agent 
and confidential friend of the prince' of Rabba ; but 
this surprise was not n little increased on learning 
that a party of forty or fifty armed Fnlil.tah soldiers 
were also in the town. Dncoo. who is a Bornouese, 
trented us with the courtly politeness of a French­
ma.n, and "'3.5 equally JaYlsh in his compliments and 
his offers of senrice. He walked with us to the chief 
of the t.own, to whom he took the liberty of intro­
ducing us, almost before he himself knew who or 
what we werc; wcnt himself and procured excellent 
lodgings for us, returned and sat down in our com~ 
pany to t.ell us some droB stories, and impa.rt to us 
in confidence some \Tery disagreeable news; then 
hastily rose up. went out, and came back tlgain with 
11 sheep and other provisions, which be· had obtained 
by compulsion from the chief, a.nd finally remained 
with us till 101l(l' after tho moon bad riSeu, when he 
left us to ow' rCl~ose. A man of such excessiyc "olll~ 
bility we ne\Ter recollect to hn'"c met witb; but a.t 
the same time he seems to be a most useful fellow. 

This Lever, then. after nil, docs not belong to the 
king of Wowow, though it st.ands on his 'dominions; 
nor has thut monarch a. singlo subject here, or 1.\ 
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solitary canoe, so that we are as far from getting une 
as e"er we were, and with the loss of our h01"l;)es to 
boot. W' 0 have been cajoled and out-manceuYrcd very 
prettily by those fellows of Boossa and its adjoining 
state, whom we falsely conceived to be our dearest 
nnel best black n.'lend8. They have played with us 
us if we werB great dolls; we have beeu dril'en about 
like shuttlecocks; we have been to them first u. 
ga,zing-stock, and are now' uo doubt their laughing­
stock. perhaps their mockery; wo have been their 
admirntion-their buffoons-their wonder and their 
8C01'U-(\ by-word and n. jest. Else why tIllS double­
dealing, this deceit, this chicanery, these hollow pro­
fessions '? '"\'hy (lid they entrap us in this manner? 
,1{11Y ha\'e they led us about as though we had been 
blind.. only to pitlCO us in the very lap of Whtlt they 
imagine to be dangor '? For, can it be possible that 
the monarchs of ,Yowow and Boossa. were ignorant 
()f the state of things here. which is in their OW1\ 

imrucdiate neighbourhood. and which have continued 
the same essentially for these three years? Surely 
they have knowingly decei"ed us. 

A!:! soon us we were cooyinced that no canoe could 
be had in this place, as we have ",11 along been led to 
expect, we conceived it prudent. under existing cir­
CUUlsttUlces, to detai.n the two canoes which were lent 
Uoi this rooming hy the chief of Patashie; one of them 
is tolcra.blJ large, and nearly ncw. but. the other is of 
lUuch smuUcr dimensious. IIoweyer, we nrc wellnware 
that tho king of \,,"owow has not yet pa.id for them. and 
we nrc tlfn"id that ho novel' will ; and it. grieves and 
saJdt:'ns u:; heyond expression to do thi~ thing: for 
tho island-ruler i~ l\ simple. kind-he luted. and good. 
\'ery good old wan. But what cau we do? n-t' 
haH' uot the we-nUl of purchasing hi~ canoes, for 
th(\ king of ,Yowow bas d~privcd us of thelll j our 
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resources are nearly exhausted, and how should we be 
able to prosecute our journey? The Patashie canoe­
men stoutly resisted our claims, as it is nntural to 
suppose that they would. For our own parts we were 
actually ashamed to look them in the face; but our 
busy restless fliend. Ducoo, the priest, soon silenced 
t.heir remarks, by tlU'(~ntening to cut oft' the hend of 
him who should presume from that time to set foot 
in either of the cauoes. To give his menace tbe 
greater weight, he st.ationed two of his men to gun,rd 
the forbidden bonts, till the sun went do\\rll, 'with 
drawn swords j nnd dW'ing the greater part of the 
11igbt, another of bis meD paraded up and down the 
banks of the ri\'cl', near the spot, as n watch, and this 
man was continually playing upon a large drmn. 

'Ve arc furnished with four messengers, besides 
hilU from Nouffic, oue of whom is from Boossa and 
the other three fl·om ,Yowow. The office of these 
men is to see that everything promised us by their 
respective soyorcigns be executed in pursuance of 
theil· agreement; but no one en)l be more intimidated 
or alarmed than they. They ha,:e scarcely dn.red to 
open their lips for the Inn·pose of speaking since our 
nrri\,al; they look as silly as sheep. sneak about our 
lodgings, and hang down their hends like prisoners 
under sentence of death. They are of no sery-ico 
whatC\'er to us, rather n disad"antnge in fact, but yet 
their wages must he' paid them. 

After the departure of Dueoo in the evening, the 
chief of the tow'U came to pny his respects find to wish 
us good 11ight, He relnt.ed to us a pitia.bIe nccolmt of 
the evils which he and his people had lUlclcrgone, and 
wore still enduring', from tlle selfislmess and rapacity 
of t.he FnJ1\.tabs ; ,. and thoy noyol' pay us a visit," said 
he, <l but my spirits droop within me, and my heart 
bocomes hen"y and sor~·o'Yfltl, for these foreignors 
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come ouly to plunder nnd lay waste." The appear­
ance of things at the present time seems to confirm 
tills assortion. for a numbel' of Fnlatnbs arc .here -for 
no other reason; and the melanoholy of the chief's 
countenance wus an eloquent illustration of the em­
bittered state of his heart and feelings. Thermome­
ter 78°, 89°, 930

, during the day. 

CIIAPTER XIV. 
8mt/! of the Town of Lever-The Fn.\luulls- The Tl"3vcUcn' 

Canoes c1aimed-Intorfereoeo of DueGo-Detontion of tIle 
Tmvollcn-Their dCp:1flllrc from LevN'-The Town of Bajiebo 
-Chi('f -Clluoctof &jicbo-Departurcfrom Bajiebo--Seencry 
of Ib.' flinr-Town of !..«chcc-Yi.il to tho Chief_The 
PIlbIII{<' conlin\l~d down the River---Madjie Island-Mount Kua 
-C\mlon Bclfc hland-Mcucnj:ter from Rnboo- .A.rrh'nl of 
Sulihn Roun}), or the Kingofthc Drll'k Watcr_Gr:md Procc~_ 
~ion of Cnno('~ \(own tho Rivcr-_\.Jrin~ III Z3gl1zhi* lslnnd­
[ II ,wnmp~ nature, 

Frida/I, OclohCJ' ls/,-Tms morning, to our infinite 
relicf, the four messengers from \ \'owow nnd Boos~, 
~pok('n of ycsterdny. wero paid for haying nccom­
pn,nied \IS hither, und in the forenoon they left the 
town in company· to go to ,,'I" owow, The Pnt.ashie 
cau~mcn ,lisa receh'cd their wages at the same time, 
t\lld emharkcd in two canoes n few minutes after­
wards. on tlu~il' return homewards, so that there only 
remains with us at proscnt one of the Nooffie mes­
~c>ngers who joined us at Booss.). 

'Phis town is called indiacriminately Leur and 
LO!I<fb<i . though tho latter name seems most generally 
lI'Ppliod here. I ts population is great, !lnd though it 
i~ 'CI'} ('xtcm1;i\"c. it has llCl'll built and occupied a 

~ l'he 6nt .. , in this wllrtl, i, pro1lounced like our g in :uure, 
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very few years only. Its inhabitants are all Xouffie 
people, and not long ago resided in a large village on 
the oppositc side of the riT'er; but on account of the 
civil wars which raged in their country. setting every 
roan against his friend, and against his neighbour, 
when property was insecure, freedom threatened, and 
life in danger, they ',cre dril""en to seek an asylum 
here, where they fancied themseh-es out of the influ­
ence of these eYils, and beyond the reach of the 
FaI.atahs, of whom they hate an unconquerable dread. 
Here accordingly they erected their dwellings, and 
cleared- the adjacent ground for cultivation. How­
ever, the poor people were not left a great while to 
enjoy unmolested the security which they had been 
in quest of, and which they imagined they had found 
at Layaba, for three years ago their relentless enemies 
invaded their retreat, ransacked the town, and de­
stroyed their bouses by fire. Fortunately for them, 
the inhabitants had timely notice of the approach of 
these marauders, nnd succeeded in recrossing the river, 
just before their arri'l-ol, without the loss of a single 
man; nor could the Falatahs follow them there, because 
they had no canoes. But rather than have their pro­
perty destroyed a second time, and rather thn~e 
lin ble to continual irruptions of their enemies, who 
would abuse their women and enslaye themselves, 
after their return hither the people of Layabll. COD­

sented to pay a certain tribute to the prince of the 
Falatahs at Rabbn, independent of a kind of groun,d­
rent or acknowledgment, which is paid to the owner 
of the soil; so that a double duty is by this means 
exacted from them. Xor is this all: for parties of 
Falat4hs, which are without employment at home, are 
genenilly prowling about thc country, and le\Jlng 
contributions on those yillages which are too feeble to 
resist their claims. 
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Such is the case hers at this moment j the Fn.Ul­
tabs entered the towu on "r ednesday to take from its 
pcnccflll inhabitants whatever they thought proper. 
These m~n nre all extremely well dressed, and are 
zWlUcd with It\.rge swords, which are ca,rried about 
thoir persons wherever they go. It is likely enough 
that, in this to,,-o., their object, for the present at 
let\~t, ),-ill be defeated, for it is affirmed that they arc 
in terrible apprehension of us, understanding that we 
should interfere in their unjustifiable proceedings: 
unel appearances seew to confirm this assertion. 

This a.fternoon their party was assembled together 
by beat of drum, and they crossed the river in a 
hurry Il.lmost iUlmcC\iately ufter. 'Vithout asking 
our pcmli~~iol1, or giving the slightest intimation of 
i.heir intentions to either of us, they launched and 
took awny the PI'I,h'~hie cnnoe, which we ca.ll ours, 
and 6n~(.f it with their people, which some one ob· 
~en ing. he cnme running in hnstL to our hut, and 
infol'wed us that the FalMuhs had stolen our largest 
l'anoc, and were taking it awny. Unacquainted then 
with their true moth'os for this action, we were filled 
witb apprehension. find beli<.wing the story which bad 
becn told us. my brothel' inst.antly repaired to tlle water­
side. where he obscn'ed, sure enough, aUf canoe filled 
with Ftl}IHahs. who were waiting the signru for start· 
ing. H(' wus ngit:\ted at the insolence of the fcllow~, 
(lml ordcr('d thorn to got out of the canoe immediately, 
ai', take the l'onse-quonces, They were a.bout to obey 
lli~ l'ommnntis, wh..-n ow' officious friend. Ducoo, the 
pl'ie"t, stcpped forwurd, put his hand upon his shoul­
dcI', nnd with his usual Yolubility, desired him to be 
l'(lQl. and he would tell him ull~ He then informed 
him that he had hlm::.df tnken the liberty of lo.un('h­
in~ tbo (,;\llQC for the use of his friends, made ao 
npQllIg;- for not asking perrois~ion, uou said. that, 
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after the Fnllitahs had crossed over on the of-her side. 
it should be brought back to us again. . This satisfied 
my brother, and he left them, though he-: knew he 
bad been telling a falsehood, for it was certl1inly his 
intention to send away the canoe, so that we should 
ne"er have 'the use of it; but as Ducoo was to remain' 
at Layaba a lit.tle longer, we had detel'mined t.o keep 
him in "durance vile," till another, through his 
means, should be got for us. 

In the mean time I bad also repaired to the water­
side ",it.h a pistol, which so terrified the Falatahs, that 
those who were on shore jumped ba-stily into another 
cnnoe, and nll of th~ stole away as fast as they 
couJd, in great, trepidatioll, for they fancied t,hat their 
end was come, The priest subsequently rema.rked, 
that since our arrival, they had been greatly alarmed 
on 1lCcount of our presence, and that be had been 
unable to suppress their fears. Thinking to pay us 
a compliment, he said we werc stronger and better 
looking than any chief in the whole cOlmtl'y} with 
the exception of the sultan of Bornoll. He is him­
self·a, taU handsome fellow, and was chuckling at his 
own ingenuity, but we took little notice of him, and 
gave him not ~o much as a. needle for his rom~rk. 
This sarno individual has bcglUl to show himself in 
his true colours; in the morning be began begging 
with muoh importunity, not only for himself, but for 
others, nor would he be quieted until we had satisfied 
his covetousness; and he then Jaid claim to one. of 
our oanoes, which he had the impudence to offer us 
for sale, and entreated that we would purohase of 
him! Suroly the man ormnot be in earnest. This is 
impudence \\-i.th a vengeance! 

Another smaJl party of Fnlittnbs entered La.yaba 
this o,fterllooll. An .how' 01' two since, one of them 
attempted to take a.wa.y a bow and arrows from flU 
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inhabitant in. the town, "'ho disputed his righ t to do 
so; bnt the Fn.lMab enforced bis demaud by cutting 
him !\Cross the right shoulder with his sword. The 
wounded mall saw the blood and wept, aud ran a.way 
to mtl,ke a. complaint to his chief, who hearkened to 
hi s tnle and pitied him, Aftor a good deal of trouble 
he ca.used the bovf and arrows to be given back to 
thoir rightful owner, but ho could do no more; he 
dln'Nt not llllUish the assailant for his crime, nnd he 
Wt\~ suffered to bonst of it a.t la.rge. ITow different 
o.rc these peoplo from the neaceful nnd happy FaJa~ 
tnh8 ill Ya.rriba l\.ud other countries, wbo spend their 
time ~olely in pastoral occupations and pursuits! 
'l'h('rtnometl'r 76°, 85°, 87°, during the cluy. 

S(lfurda ll. Ortolltr 2Iid.-The chief sent us another 
fine ~he('p 'to~day, and l\ quantity of dre8sed provisions 
swimming in pnlm.oiJ. He was induced to make 
\I~ thi~ pfC3ent from Ducoo's insinuutions, who, 
uo doubt, ho::! his owu pl'inl.tc CT'ds in view. The 
pri..:ost boasts nn ncqunint-noce with tho late unfortu· 
uate ~l'l:iOl' Lt\ing. and nffirms tJ.J.o.t ho was nen.r the 
spot l\ot th~ time of thn,t gentleman'il det\.th. He ean 
abo rebtc the wbole of tho circumstances uttencling 
tlw melancholy fate of Mr. Pllrk and his associates, 
Hut this uum is no ('terunl tn.1ker. and therefore we 
1'ec(,l\'e all hie eoulluunicl\tions with extreme sus~ 
pit'inn, 

In the nft(,fUoon a 8mnll party of men arrived here 
in 8. (';Hloe from the chief of the island of Teak with 
0. nle'lsugc to liS Imrporting that the ennoes which we 
ha~l, to his infinite smprise, dlltnincd ('I.t Layabl\, did 
U~)t bdong. t\~ we imngincd. to his friend. the chief 
of l"nt.)shic. but were his own property; and as he 
dill not ucl, uowlcdgc the rmthol'ity of "~owow, but 
IUlll eYc\, be(,,'u. suhject to tho king of Nouftie, he con· 
~idcrl'\l that Wl' could haw no right WhMcycr to the 
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cunoes in question, [Lud thercfol'c he would entreat us 
to return thelU by tho hands of his messengers. He 
hud lent them, becausc be wus willing to oblige us 
and pleaso his neighbour j but he did not conceivo or 
think it po~siblc, that wo cOldd muke so ungrateful 
und unkind 0. retlU'll for his bospitnJity, and the 
I'(81)cct au(1 nHcution which it hud been bil:! pride nnd 
pleasuro to show us. For oW" own l)(lrts, we could 
not forbear nckuowlcdgiug tho tl'uth and justice of 
tho obscn'Mious of tho 'l'oah chieftain, nnd blaming 
oUl'selves for tho stop wo had tnken. Wo thCldol'c 
oxpressed OUI' deop nnd vcry sincere regret nt the 
UlCUSUtO which we hQ,(l, from n combinntioll of oi1'­
CUUlsto.nCCl:I, been cOOl})cllell to ndo}>t j Jet we .ns~mred 
the chief messonger, u. quiet, respectable man, thn,t it 
wa~ not nltogo1.bor our own fault., (for indeed it wos 
not,) us the Po.,tilshio CallOC11l0n "well how, for tho 
men of Wowow hud fOl'bidden them to tn,ke bnck the 
bou.ts, 11romising tha,t thcil" soveroign wouldpny for 
them, und the FnHltah ngcllt htul lm~volltcd them 
from doing aO, \'TO soid fl\l'~hcl', thn~ whn.te\'Cl' might 
bo the eOllsequelloo, wo hnd nol HIe slightest objeet,ion 
fol' the COIIOt'S to be restored to thoir rightful owner; 
and provided t.he mou f.'om TCllb could obtuiu the 
cOllsent of tho priest to Lako thom n.wuy, they WOI'O 
ut lihorty to do so whene,'ol' t,hoy might think proper, 
But t,hia they woro by no mouut) dis])osed to do. fol' 
they both refired n.ud hn.tod him ; lJ.ud thol'ofore they 
hdbod hho Nouffie messonger with n, hugo /HUll of 
money to u&litlt thom i.n thoir project, nnd plU'posed 
tllk ing nwn.y bot.h cunoes in the night-sonson by 
stealth, Howevor, 1.hoo" intontions woro frustrotod 
by t.lIo wntohfnl vigilance of t,ho priest, who hud 
mistrusted Lhem long bofol'o tbey m:no lllndo known 
to IlS; o..l\d whon he had notuo.lll' deteoted their pinus. 
he ol'oOl'Cd 1,bo cnlloes to bo pu led up ou shore, two 
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hnmh'cd ya.l'ds at least from the watcr's edge; Imd 
ob:-;oned wi.th Yehcll1ence, tlHl.t aft or what he hnd 
dono, should they be launohed agnin into the wa.ter 
a.nd taken away, he would instantly tie n rope round 
tbo necks of the chief of the tOWII, and the NoufIie 
messenger that bad accepted the bribe. and. in that 
hlUl,iliatiog sta.te, they should be dri"on like beasts 
to thoir sovereign. the Magia. 

In tho evening. tho inhabita.nts of the town as­
sem bled outside our house to amuse themsehes by 
llancing and tiiuging in the moonlight; for, notwith­
~h\ndiug all their misfortunes nnd oppressions. tho,\" 
novel' l'efruin from indulging 'nth all tbeir hearts 
in these sprightly nnll thoughtless entertainments. 
Eyory dl\1\ecr hel.!1 in ca('h hand 0. cow's tail: they 
wero Itll dJ'cssed grotesquoly, a.nd a great qunntity of 
stl'ing!ol. of cowrics encircled their legs and bodies. 
wbil'h mnke n loud mtt ling noise by the violence and 
t'cll'rit., of their mo'·ctncnts. TLey sang as they 
dam'cd, l\ud Qxeited, by the oddity of their gestures, 
loud dilppi.ngs of n.ppln.use. and bursts of laughter 
fl'OU\ nIl the bystandl'rs. The spectacle was exceed. 
ing ly imlicrous: we hllye rarely witnessed so much 
joctiliwity and thoughtlc~s gaiety: l\lld we have 
seldom Inughell so much at any lli\tinl exhibition. 
Though the pcrfOl'lllCr8 }laDted from want of breath 
with their exertions. thoy yet continued their darling 
ev'rd:-::c~, IlS is usual with them, till long after mid­
night . 

Lik c- many of their couutrYlu~n. and like the 
lmth-es of Yn;'ribn, th~ inhabital~ts of Laynba appear 
to bC!'Itow scarcely :\ moment':.. rcflCt,tion either lIu 
public misery or fndiyidual distros~-l1pon their own 
m~fortun('s or th~ cnlamities of their ncighbvurs. 
Nl\ture ha~ mouJdl'll their minds to el~ioy the life 
th\.'~· h'ad : tbeir grief, it' they grieyc l1t all. is but for 
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a. moment i sorrow comes over them and. vanishes like 
the lightning's flash; they weep, and in the same 
breath.. their spirits r~lY3.in their elasticity and cheer· 
fulness; they may well be said to drink of the waters 
of Lethe wheneYeT they please. A..s long as they 
ha.e food to eat, and health to enjoy their fri'i'Olous 
pastimes, they seem contented, happy, and fuJI of 
life. They think of little eloe-

.. Thougbt would destroy their p:uwli5<::' 

Thermometer 77°, 88"', 900, during the day. 
Sunday. OctrJJl!7 3rd.- We were desired y~,erday 

to get om things packed up. and ourseh"es prepared, 
for that this morning we should quit the island to 
proceed on our journey. In pursuance of this arrange­
ment, we bad got all our luggage in readiness. and 
only waited the coming of the chief to t.a.ke our 
departure, when, to om great r~l'7I"et, one of his m~­
sengers cntered OIlT but to npprise us that we shoold 
be UIlll.ble to go a.way till to-morrov-. his master 
having been d..i.3suaded from his o~uinal purpose by 
the officioD5, bustling priest. our friend and enemy. 
We submitted to the disappointment a5 patiently and 
silently as we could; and in the evening we obtained 
a solemn promi.~, that whatever might be the COD...<:.e· 

quenee, no one should di.crt. him from the resolution 
he had formed of detaining us no longer than to-day ; 
and that early t()-.morrow morning we should certainly 
depart. Thermometer 76°, 88°. 89", during the day. 

M(mday, Oct. 4th.- Our surprise and displeasure 
may be goes-sed, when, after om goods had been 
reml)ved from om hut into the yard out~ide. we were 
informed that we should be com·peUed to abide in the 
town yet nnother day, notwithstanding all thnt the 
chief had told us ye:.-terday. Our patience was navr 
completely emllwted; and we were in great anger, 
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for it is disheartening to be always <leeeh'ed and trifled 
with by sneh 8eoundl'ois. Repairing instantly to a 
hut, wheroin we knew the chief passed most of his 
time, we clisco\'cred him sitting on the g round in 
company with the artful Ducoo n.nd our Nouffie mes­
songol', a.od engaged in n. very high dispute ,rith both 
of them. Our unexpected and abrupt intrusion and 
angry looks, cut short their wrangling j and we spoke 
with much emphasis of the shameful manner in 
which we ha.d been treated, and expressed our deter­
mina.tion of leaving Lllyaba. prcsently, in defiance of 
them and all their power. With the most insolent 
effrontcry in the world, the pI'lest smiled at us, and 
replied. that we worc entiI'd,)' in his power i that 
we should do as lie liked, and quit the town 
wlwu('Ycr he thought proper. Such language fiS 

thi~, wo thou~ht, was ruther too bold; we pretended 
to bo in E\ Yioirnt passion, and quickly undeceived 
him in this point, thrco,tening, that. if either he or 
any of his men should presume to interfere with us 
in our intentions or proceedings, or attemllt to binder 
us from getting away from the town, wo should feel 
no morc hesitation or reluctance in shooting him 
thll.u if ho hau been a partridge or a Guinea·hen! 
The priest, who ha.d neYor before seen anything in 
u!\ but mildness, was intimidatcd :\t the determined 
and resolute hchtlYioul' we had found it necessarr to 
adopt: he was crest-fallen ill a momeut; and, f~om 
lll'illg one of the most boisterous a.nd consequential 
fellows in th(' world. beclUlle quite pflssiyo; yet his 
presence of mind did not foI'snke him: he stammered 
out 1\ kind of apology: attemptl'u to soothe us bj' soft 
lan ~utlgc rmd submission, in which he found little 
difficulty : nnd did all in his pow(n' "to ciTed a. recon­
ci litltion. TIt\ving souled thi8 busincs8. we went out, 
IHll! a~cmbling our men, attcmpted to draw our canoe 

Yl)L. n. I,} 
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to the l"i\'cr-sido ; but the ground was mien, and the 
bont so loug and heavy, that, notwithstanding all Out' 
oxertions, we could mo\'o hOI' only n few inches 
towards the river, rl'ho people wero ashamed of 
thomsolvos to see us laboUl"ing so hard, and to so little 
}>urpose; nnd the pI'iest, likewise, obsening us, wus 
eonviuecd that we were in en,mest: therefore, whis­
poring a few words in tho car of tho chief, thoy both 
cnmo down to tho SI)ot. whoro we WCl'e toiling fit t,ho 
cnnoe, followed by l\ uumber of mOil; these, with the 
priest nL their hend, took the work oue of our hands, 
l\lld in less thnn two minutos the boat was floating 
01\ tho wlltcr, OUI" lliggage was then conyeycd into 
tho two cnnocs; and shortly nftcrwnrds we woro 
~upplicd with thrco men to paddle thom with the 
1\f!.sis\t\ll(lO of OUl' Oll'll. nore we took OUl" farewell of 
the chiof nud tho priest, tho hlttor begging us very 
nnxiously to spcnk woll of him to his sovorcigu nt 
HnQbn. 

It wn~ not fill nftor wo woro nll in tho cnnoos, nud 
rondy to vush 011', thllt thoso on shoro disco\'orcd then\ 
to bo o,'(wlndcll, nnd reconwwnded us to hiro onc, of 
immonso sizo, which was lying I\longsido. "Tithout 
stopping to mnke them any 1'oply, or liston to nny 
fUI'lhor nonSOIlSO, wo d08irod Our o\'"n mon to push 
tho bon.ts alit into th(,'l middlo of tho cml"ont, which 
thcy did vory promptly; and tho town of LnYl\bn. with 
it.:l chiof nud iuhnbitnnts. wns speedily QUI, of sight, 
tnul soon forgotton. This WfiS I\bout. Hino o'clock in 
tho mOI'uing; so thntJ l\ftor nll, wo hnd lost, but little 
timo in get,ting nWtlY, 

'1'ho bl\uks of tho l'i\'o1' nelll' Lovor nro lligh, boing, 
twcordiu'y. to Out' estimation: I\bout forty fcot abovo 
tho l'i"o~ nud stOOl' to t,ho wntar-side, rl'ho rivor 
itgolf I\ppenrotl dcep, l\lId fl'OO froIU rooks of nuy kind; 
it ~ dirootion lICI\rly south. ,Yo l'nl\ down the strelwi 
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lery pleRsantly for tweh'c or fourteen miles. the 
~igcr, (luring the whole of the distance, rolling 
I-{l'nllc.lly along-a. noble ri\'cl', neither obstructed by 
ililnnds, nor doformed with rocks and stones. Its 
\\ itlth varied fl'om one to three miles j the country 
on each side was \'cry fiat1 and n few mean, dirty. 
looking yillnges wero scattered on the water's ec.lge. 
\Ye then came to two small islo.nds j the land up­
pI'ured more elevated, and in some few places it rose 
in gt'utlc hills. "Te obBon'cd three remarkable and 
lufty biliR on tbo eastern side. wbich rose vcry 
I~bruptly fl'oro the plain, Ill\d were separated from 
l'11Ch othel" only hy a few yards of ground. Roth 
bllUk" of the riYer werc overhung with hl.l'ge shady 
trecH, botWl'(\1l which we could pcrceiyc the land 
hchillll to bo open Bnd well-culth'atcd j and, if WI! 

mny ho allowed to form nn opinion from tho num­
lwl' of tOWll!! nllct vmages which wero scattered oyer 
till' t'ountrr, W~ ~hO\11d eoncei,,-.: it to be thickly-
inht\bited l;l~o. . 

~\t ono o'clo('k, 1'.\1., we landed at a considerabb~ 
large anll gpl\CiOUiJ town, called Bajieho, which it) 
inhnhited by Nouffic people. though it is situo.h'd on 
tho Yurriba or we~tcru sido of the riYer. I·'or llirt, 
hustle, aHll Ilftstiness of all kinds, this place, wo think. 
(,lln 1'.l'ol'(.'cly bo ex('ceded. For two hours after our 
I\rrivul ,,:-c ;vcro obliged to wrut in 0. close and tlimi~ 
nutiyo hut till 0. more com'enieut a.nd becoming 
hllbitt\tion roulfl bo procured for our reception. and 
the plco.snr(' of the chid' with regard to us should be 
known, 11ero we wero );sitod by a number of the 
inhabitants, consbting both of Fuhtnhs nnd ",-Youfatl­
I'IIi(' (Nouffic people). Among tho former Wt\s n 
"o,~cious nnd intelligent old. mall. who has traYl,l\ed 
:\ long, long Wl\~' on tho Niger, o",'n beyond 'l\im~ 
budoo; un~l Ill.' st:ltes that that towu is ~c'·(,I .. \l mil6 

G :] 
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from the banks of the river. We werc sadly incom. 
maded by these visitors. who scarcely allowed us to 
mo\'o or breathe; which. joined to the heat of the 
weather nnd the insufferable stench, rendered our 
situntion truly comfortless and distressing. 

We were at length removed from this horrible hole, 
and conducted to a Imt in tIle heart of t.he town, in 
which wood fires had been burning the whole of the 
day, so that the wall was almost us Wilrm as the sides 
or'n. heated ovon, insomuch that it could hardly be 
endured. Yet, to render it more unpleasant ~till, a 
hrrge, closely-woven mat was placed before the door. 
wn.y, in order to prevent it thousand eyes from staring 
in upou us j thi s excluded every breath of air. Our 
feelings during the whole of the night were more 
distressing thau. can be cancei,ed: we were almost 
suffocated with the closeness and intense heat of the 
room, and dreamt that wo were being bakecl alive in 
an o\'eo. It appears that this town is governed by 
two chiefs, sepamte and distinct from eacb other, one 
of whom is a. Nouffie man, nnd t.he other a FaJat.nh ; 
fOI', iu the aftemoon, each of these individuals sent us 
n bowl of rice, as a· present. 

B:tjiebo is a flom-ishing and import.aut troding torrn. 
n.lthough not walled, nnd one of the Itll'gest and 
most populous that we have yet seen. A considerable 
tmffie is carried on by its inhabitants with -their 
countrymen on the opposite side of the river; for 
whieh purpose they hare (l, great number of canoes 
of hugo dimensions ... which nrc continually employed 
e\'cry day in cross.int'\' fl'om side to side, Tholl' huts 
arc erected so closco to each other, and with so lit,tIe 
reNaI'd to comfort and n. fl'OC oirculation of air, tIH\t 
th~l'o is sClll'cely a footpath in the town wide enough 
for mora than one mnn to walk on at n time; and not 
having the. D(lWtntl'1:go of shndy trees, the heat of the 
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town is excessive and dis~ressing. I ts UD,cleanness, 
filtih, and extreme no.$~inessJ have already been 3illuded 
~o, and the odour emi~ted from the uirty street.s is 
offensive, and almos~ insupportable. rl'he people 
fo r'merly inlmbited It town on the opposite hunk of 
~hG Niger i but, as wus the case with those of Lo.)'8.bo., 
t.lley were induced, 01' rather compelled, to set·tie here, 
on account of the commotions occasioned by the civil 
wars; and, like them, ~ooJ they ha,'c beeu found out 
by their g reatest enemies. 

f),' he power of the Falatuhs here is evidently very 
great. One of ~heir number is styled chief, and h~ts 
moro authority and influence than the native ruler, 
" 'c have been obliged to make a present to each 
of these individuals i and othel' high und mighty per­
SOlUl.ges werc likewise desirous of obtaining ."1. 

similar fllYOUr at our hands i but we made light of 
their conversatiou. a.nd would not understand their 
Ou..igroM. 

'We havo seen to-day severuJ. large ca.noes, the 
bottom of which is made of a single tree and built 
\IP with plauks to 1\ considerable height. In many 
of them sheds, or houses t\$ they o.re called, hnve 
becn erected, which nrc thatched with straw, lind 
in which fires are kindled, food prepared, and people 
:dcop. and indeed live, altogether. TI~e roof is cir­
cu}:\r, and formed in much the same munner as the 
upper pn.rt of l\ covered waggoll in England. Those 
sheds are of the roost essontial soniea to the natiycs ; 
as, ,,-ith their assistance, merchants arc enabled to 
tnwel with some degree of comfort, with their wiYes 
find 10u80holJ, sevort\l Jays' journey up and dowll the 
Niger, without being under the necessity of landing, 
ex('cpt to purchase provisions, or whenever they feel 
incli.ned to uo so. As the pcoplo htwe nothing that 
equals or n.nswers to pitch, hemp, or tw', they use 
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it'on ~tnples fOt" tho purpose of repairintl' it and 
keeping Lho ph)lIka together when n. cnllooobocomcs 
lenky, or nlly 1)(lJ"L of it, (\s it frequently bnppolIs, is 
Hplit hyexposw'o to tho ruys of the sun. We have 
acoll nn old cnnce, which hnd undergone repairs 
8cI'om1 times, with 110 loss than froOl eight to ten 
thousand of theso stnplos drh'on into her aides nnd 
hotton), 

0ur course to-dny hllS been about S.b,E, The 
thCl'IllOmetor hns beon Itt 70°, 900 , nlHl 95". 

TIII],ida/I, Ocl, 5fll, - Before Sllnrise tbis morning~ 
0111' luggnl,-to was l'omovcd to tho bonch i nnd bcL\\'cou 
six ulld sevon o'clodt we wcro once lUoro "POI) the 
wntcl'. Just below tho town of Bnjicbo tho Niger 
tlprcnds itself into two noble bl1lnchcs, of noorly 
c<llltll width, fornled by 1\1l islnnd. Wo proforred 
journeying' on tho c!\stcrll brnuch, bu~ fol' 110 })(,r­
tielliJu- ronSOll. 'Ilho country beyond tho bunks \I'll!; 
ycry thlll. Il'he islnnd in tho Uliddle of tho rivcl' 
is smlill. but vOl'llimt, woody, fi nd lUlI\d"oll1o; l\nd wo 
J)nsscd by th,l) side of it ill (l. \'ory fow lllin\\tc~, with 
uOlltli dcrnble volocity, H wna then thnt both blmks 
pl'osent('t\ tho most doliglltful n.ppcn\·nnco, 'l'hcy 
woro ombcllisllOd with migbty h'cotl and f..~legont 
8hl'nba, which \\"01"0 clnd in thick (\nd luxuriont 
folinge, soma of liycl)' greon, nnd othol's of dnl'ker 
huos i nll(i litt.lo birds WOI"O singhlg l\lOl'l"ily Uluong 
theil' brnnchos. MuS"nitieont festoons of {'I"oopillg 
phmts, I\\wnys g,'con, bUlig f)'OID tho tops of tho tnllcst 
treoll, und drooping to thc wntcl·'H cdge, formed 
immol\so nnLuml gl'ottoes, plcnsing I\nd grl\toful to 
tho oyo, olld seemed to bo tit ullOdos fol' tho NlIindus 
of tho 1'1\'01', YQt, with nIl its nJIUl'Olllents, thoro is 
l:Iomothing" wlluting' in 111\ Africon seono to r(1ndor 
it cOlUpfll'tlblo in intorest 111\(1 bOi\uty to Ull English 
bll\dscnpo. 
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.. Dr &t'cret Ch'lflll' our na~ive lund attrnctL" 

Thcre is nothing here half so attl"aetiYe or in­
~p iring. It is seldom, very seldom, that the morn 
is ushered ill by tho" song of earliest birds; tI which 
is 1$0 oruinently enchanting at home, and which 
induces so much happiness and cheeIfulness, bono­
valence and joy, nore there arc no verdant fields, 
nor hedges, adorned with tho jcssruniuc, the daisy, 
tho primrose, the blue-bottle or tho "iolet, and the 
hUlllIl'od other protty wild flowers, which plense 
th(' sight, and exhale in sprill.!:Himc or summer the 
ruost gmteful llod delicious fragrance. No flowers 
here 

.C Walle thcir Iwcduell in the (lcSt'rt :lir/' 

fl)l" twt n solita.ry one is any where to be seen, 
BelSid('~. gonemUy spcl\king, n loneliness, a solem­
nity. II ucnth-like ~ilouce, perYlllles the noblest and 
most magnificent prospects, wweh has a tendency 
to fill the mind with ussocintious of sadness, and 
reflections of melancholy, yeryopposite to the sileut 
l'hcorfulness, l\nd tht\t internal springing joy which 
wo feel on contempln.ting t.h6se goodly and charm­
ing h\Udsctl.l)CS, which aTe the pride, tho beauty, 
and the ornament of England. '1'0 look at the 
deanliness of our eottng~s. and the tidiness of their 
O{'CUp.lUtS. is pleasunt; but when the dirty mud huts 
of the llatiycs of this Pl\l"t of the world. with the 
peor".' thl"llU:sehes, do appear, in our opinion they 
banish eycry fU\'olm"blc imlll'es~ion, and destroy the 
I..'ffect of alL 

In the course of au hour after lellying Bajiebo. we 
pas:-:cd by two ,tOWIlS of consid~rt\ble estent, and a 
hill WIlS observed right ahead of us. coyered with 
trees, one of which ":-llS of such singular appearance, 
that it might CI\sil)" be ruistnken at n short distance 
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for a. tnll pole, with a flag unfurled, and wavioO" at the 
top of it.. ... Q 

At a. little before eight in the morning, we saw, 
nnd passed along at the base of n, high pile of loose 
granite rocks, large and dark-coloured, which. nre on 
the Nouffie or eastern side of the river j and almost 
c1os~ to them and OD the edge of the water is a small 
town. In about half un hour afterwards we arrived 
at an extensive town, situated on the same side, and 
called Leedwe, which is inhabited by NOllfnnchie, 
and so.id to be a place of considerable rank and con· 
sequence. nere we landed by express desire. and 
finding an empty grass hut near the spot, we eutered 
and took possession of it, till such time as the cbief 
should be made acquainted with our arrival. Here 
also our cnnocmen left us and retumed to Bajiebo. 
where we had hired them. 

'Vo were not sufl'el'ed to wait long, but ill a. few 
minutes receiyed au lm'itntion from the chief to 
come nnd sce him; rmd haying walked through a 
good part of the town, we at length approached his 
residence, and weN introduced without cercmony or 
hindrance into a lurge nnd lofty hut. where we dis­
covered the chief sitting on a plu..tform of mud, in 
great state, with about forty natives and Falat.ahs 
ill eamest conversation on eaell side of him. _ He re­
ceived us with great civility and many demonstrations 
of gladness, nnd desired us to dl'awnear his person, that 
ho might haye a. better opportunity of looking at and 
talking to us. IIowe\'el', he appeared lWwilling for _ 
us to quit Leea/we till to-morrow, and ]>ressed us 
st.rongly to remain with him for the day. which , 
howe\'er, not all his solicitations and importunities 
could induco us to accede to. A Faltttah then com­
menced a. long and pithy harangue, in which he 
endeavoured to prejudice the chief and those tbat were 
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with him ngainst us. nnd to fill their minds V1ith 
nlarm. nnd apprehension, on account of our mo.levo­
\onco, nnd the extraordinary power wbich he said we 
possessed; but his eloquence was unayo.iling, for we 
had the consolation to hear one of his own compa­
nions and countr)'lllen desire him to hold his tongue, 
and mind his own business; and consequently bis 
romarks wero 800n forgotten. 

W 0 had pro,;ded om'selves with 1\ small present 
for the chiof on our first setting out for his residence, 
but after what we bad seen and heard, we fancied 
bhM it was too trifling, and feared that it would be 
returned us sllch by the chiof, and that we should be 
-{'xpoRod to ubuse 'and ribaldry from those thllt were 
with him; therofore something wns added to the gift 
hefor(' w(' pre-se-uled it. "T ~ then took our leave of 
him nncl hi~ people, and instantly made aUf way 
hl\l'k to the water-side, where we wnited in the grass 
hut, what nppeaJ:ed to us to be a hug, long time. for 
the appeartluce of the canoernen with wbom the 
~·hi.ef had promised to supply us. In this inten'al, 
tho gO"crnor sent us a. pot of hOlley, 11 couple of fine 
lemons. ond a few limes. After a considcra.ble delay, 
(\ mtlO for "!lch canoe could only be procured for us, 
so thnt two (If our OWll l)eople werB obliged to supply 
the phu.,·e of others as well as they could. 

'l'ho width of the Niger at Leechec is a.bout three 
milc~, and the inha.bitants have plenty of cnuoes for 
the purpose of crossing the rh·er. for fishing, nnel for 
other purposes. About half-past ten we got into 
om ('t\Uoes. which we pushed off the shore. and pro­
I'eeded at !l good rate down the strenm. along the side 
of a. considerable ishllld. which is withiu gunshot of 
tbe- town; and after pt\~sing a large open riUI\~. of 
n.'''pectable apl'cnrancc, whkh is on the w('stern bank, 
we put in at 1\ s-lllCtll town, n. few miles below. also on 
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the Yurriba side of the rim!, where we werc con· 
strained to go in quest of other canoeDleD, because 
those from Leechee, though they had been lI"':ith us 
only forty minutes, and bad certainly not laboured 
very hard, had refused to proceed 'with us any farther, 
nor could aU our enticements induce them to forego 
this resolution. Here we were detained in our canoes 
and exposed to the sun for au hour and a half, in 
order to obtain fresh canoernen, t1lC inhabitants of the 
town being absent in the fields. 

Immediately after leaving tIlls town we passed 
another island, of goodly ul)pearance, but we under. 
stand it is uninhabited. We then came in sight of a 
double range of rocky hills, one of which is close to 
the wiLter, and both running from north-east to nearly 
due south. At one P.ll. we were again obliged to 
put in and land at a sman "illage, which is situated 
on au island, fOI" an exchange of canoemen, for, like 
those from Lcechee, ,thcse were unwilling to go a 
gl·eat way from their homes. In an hour's time a 
nnmber of the islanders efillie down to us, und paddled 
us to the opposite side of the riYer, und from thence 
along the base of tho hills already alluded to. Tho 
appearance of these hills is wild and gloomy, t.hough 
highly romautic. Trees of hungry gt·owth and stunled 
shrubs, whose foliage seernecl for the IllOst· ptHt 
dull and withering, shoot out of the hollows and 
interstices, and overhang immense precipices. whose 
jagged sUDunits they partly conceal. Indeed, these 
hills look dismil.l aod lonesome in the o:-.."treme, und 
scern to be visited only by wild beasts und bi.rds 
of prey, or b$ t.ho shadow of a l)(lssing cloud, which 
sefYes to incl"eo..so, if possible, their dreariness ancl 
gloom. On the top of one of them is a huge and 
singular block of white stone, which, at a. cert.ain 
di~tt\nce, greatly resembles flU I1ncient fOl't.ificat.ioll. 
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, Yo arri\'cd at the end of our journey, and the termi­
nMlOU of the nearer range of hills, between four 
and fiye o'clock in the afternoon, when we landed at 
i\ fishillg-to",...n ou a small island, which is called 
iliad/ie, and belongs to the Noufonchie. Here we 
were recci,~ed with cheerfulness by the chief, who 
accommodated us with 1\ roomy hut, sent us a quan­
tity of dressed provisions, and otherwiso treated l1S 

in the most. hospitable manner. The banks of the 
rin~r that wo ho.\'o passed to-day arc high and well 
cultinl.ted. The direction of the riYer is rather to the 
eastward of south, and the (listance from this island 
to Bajiebo about thirty miles. The thermometer has 
been f\t 780, !)ZO, 94°, during the day. 

11 "~dn('.'l.d(Hl. Oct. 6tj,.-About seyen o'clock in 
the morning ~"e doparted from the island of Madjie, 
whore we had slept, oml pursued our journey down 
the riy~r. which for a short distance takes n turn to 
tho cnst, br the siclc of n.oothor "llUge of hills. and 
oftcrwu.rds flows for a number of miles a little to the 
southward of enst. Nenr the island of Madjie, the 
Niger branches iuto three strcruns. and we were 
recommended to follow the most easterly, because the 
other t,,·o worc neither considered so deep nor so free 
from danger. 

On loo,viug the island, we journeyed Ycry rapidly 
down the (,lU'rcut. for a few minutes, when. haying 
pnssct1 t\llOthcr. we came suddenly in sight of nn ole­
yo.tc-tl rock. which is coIled Mount ]{I!sa by the nati'-es, 
nnd almost at the samo iustant wo fotind ourselves 
abreast of it . It forms a smnll isitloncl. and is l)robnbly 
not lc~s th:m three huuJrcd feet in hci~ht, which 
rcndcr$ it 0 conspicuous nncl remarkable object. It 
i~ c:x.ccgsin.)ly steep. au(l. rising out of the riY('r as it 
docs, its n.ppenmucc is irret;istibly iulposing. and 
IUnjc~til' bC')'oud Cxpl'c.:ssion. Its base is fringed by 
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\'cI101'0.1.>lo tl'ces, sud less mugnificent vegetation, which 
ul$) strives to spring forth from its barren and almost 
lmkc(L sidcs. '1'bo height of Mount Kosa, its solitary 
position, and the peculiul'ity of its form, distinlTuish 
it from o\'cry othor, o.nd l'Cllder it an object of ~norc 
t1mu cornmOll interest. It is greaLly vcncl'iltc<l by 
tIle no..tivcs of this part of tho country, and, us may 
readily be imagined, fnNoUJ's tho supcl'stit.ious notionS" 
which oro attached to it by n. sim})le and credulous 
pcoplt>. who, like tho Yltlgnr of Emope, arc fond of 
tho mnl'VcJlollS. The story ottnchcd to Mount Kcsn. 
is of a vcry romantic nature. The no.ti\'cs bclic\'o 
thnt 0. bonc\'oicnt gonius lUnkcs the mountain hiI:J 
ft\Vourito nnd continual abode, and dispenses uro\Uul 
him 0. beuign and heo.vonly influence, Hero the 
mi8fol,tuncs of the unhn.pp), ure (J.Uel;ated, tho wunts 
of the ncedy s\lpplied, and f,he InmGlltntiollS of the 
mounter turned to joy: sin. sorrow, Ilnd suftoring. 
nro unknown; SOIClUllity gi\'c!$ plnee to merl'ilUcut, 
ulld tho 801icitudo of futurity to present onjoyment 
Iwd thoughtle.'ls joeulul'ity, But more ospeciftliJ. suy 
tho IIllti\'cs, Lbo WOft!')' tmvellol' hOI'G nmls 1\ refuge 
from tho storm, Ilnd I\. rost from his toils i horo bo 
roposos in. the delights of seourity. and rOl'ols in the 
comfort.s of caso, JlOIVO\'OI', to obtain n.il this, he 
umkcs known his Wtl,llts find desires to tho spirit of 
tho mountain by :mppliuo.tion lind pm)'or, whcu they 
al'O instftlltly o.nswcl'od ; ho receives the most dolientll 
Ilnd excellent food frOID invisible hllUd8, find, when 
!:mfficientl), invigorntcd by refreshment, ho is nt 
Iiherty either to continuo hia journey 01' romuin 
uwhilo to plll'licipatc iu tho bleSSings of tho monn­
taiu, Snoh is tho story WQ l'eceivc(l froUl theso 
suporstitious poople of ~his eolobrn.ted mount. A 
littlo to t,hc northwflrd of it is I\. nuked rock, which 
l'iIolCli only It few ynrds I\.bovo tho s\U'ft\CC of tho wo.tOl' j 
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but, from its insignificance, it is unworthy of par­
ticularr description. 

A ca.noe, in \Y"hich was a Mohammedu.ll priest, with • 
his women a.nd train, kept company with us down 
tho river. and Habba. was the place of its dcstina.tion. 
A very spirited competition was for some time main~ 
tilJued between his canoemen and ours, in regard to 
the velocity with which they could impel their re~ 
epective bonts; but that of the priest was three times 
lu.rger and' heuyier than ours, and he wa.s at length 
constrained to forego the contest. the odds being so 
Ycry mneh a,gainst him. This created a loud laugh 
Md a little cheering on our side. and much merriment 
on both. .lUI the canoes then proceeded abreast of 
oach other, Il,nd the whole of the party wore on the 
best possiblo tenus. Tho pdest's wiYes strove to 
ontorto.in us to the best of their ability with speci~ 
mons of their music. One of them plnyed on n fol1t­
stringed guitar, and her companious accompanied the 
instruUleut with their "olces; and though the noise 
was not ,oery melodious, still it was more agreeable 
to us than silence; indeed, we were highly pleased 
with the attoJUpt of these sooty ladies. for, how rude 
soc\'cr the performance may be, music luts oftentimes 
a pleasant tmel soothing influence. 

At , nine in the morning we landed near a small 
towu to proouro a fresh supply of canoemen, and we 
waited for thero aboyo an hour, 'wi.thout yjsiting the 
adjac~nt "iUage. As soon as we had obtained them, 
we jOlU'llcyed along the eastern side of the river; 
and. at cloyen A.)(., perceived the smoke of the fa.r~ 
fi\mcd Rubbn. ascending lD:lJlY miles before us. In 
nnother hoJf-hour wo drew near an i~land. caned 
BeI{'e. which is exceedingly low, flat. and swr.mpy. 
lIct'l~ WI.' stopped :\t. u large. but mean and dirtJ~ 
looking town. which stands close to the water's edge. 
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\Ve were shortly introduced to the chief, who is n 
great, rich, and important personage, if we rp.uy be­
lieve the rel)resentat.ions of our messenger. He in­
formed us that Mohamed, the Magin's son, who had 
left us nt Plltashie, hnd returned from his father, in 
pursuance of his agreement, but, instead of remaining 
at Rabba, as we expected, he had come over to Belee, 
and been waiting three days on the island, in expect.­
ation of our arn,-al. However, huving heard, in the 
earlier part. of the morning, that we were to 13o\'e 
slept at Macljie last. night, he instantly Jeft. Belee in 
a enuoe, and proceeded up the river to meet us. For 
ourselves, we had neither ,heard nor seen anything 
either of him or his canoe. The goyernor furt.her 
sa id, "You will be obliged to remain at Belee till 
Mohamed's return to the island, for he hils news of 
importance to communicate to you; to-morrow morn­
ing you will leave hence, and proceed to another 
island, which is farther down the river, wherein it is 
urranged that you shall abide till yow' affairs be 
finally adjusted." There was some mystery about 
this~ which wus unexpected and not very gratifying. 

It was nearly e.ening before Mohnmed returned to 
Belee, and he came to us in a dripping state, with 
an excuse that he hud been upset in his canoe two or 
three times. After the first snlu~ations were over, 
he informed us of his visit to his fnt.her, ond its 
result. '1'1e 1I1agio. had desirecl him to assure us of 
his ., best wishes in ow' welfare, and his determina­
tion to protect. support, and encourage us, as fnr us 
he was able. J) Mohamed then drmy our attention to 
a young mu.n who had entered the hut with him, but 
whom we had not before obser\'ed, and introduced 
him us 0. messonger sent to us by the Fulatah prince 
of Rabbu. This mun said that his master, named 
MaUam Dendo, had commissioned him to acquaint us 
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tlUl.t he heartily concurred with the king of Xouffic 
ill the. fuyourablo opinions and sentiments which the 
latt01' cntertn,ined for us. "Tith respect to our visiting 
Rnbba, which ho understood we were very much 
oisincliued to do, he should not urge us; ~u'd rather 
imagined thot we should be more comfortable and 
enjoy grenter tranquillity on rul island on the oppo­
site side of the river, where he would recommend us 
to stop. The chief of Belce had pre\'iously mnde 
us acquainted with this arrangement. The Fnlutnh 
messongor concluded by obscnlng, tIn .. t we should be 
"iailed on the lUOlTOW by the "A-i'ng of fhe Dark 
11-(l(,'r!" who wouhl escort us to the islnud in 
qu('~tion, of wh.ich he ilS goyernor. 

In tlw cYelling tho chief of Delee mnde us n pre­
Sl'nt of u t}lluutity of goora-mlts, a large pot of honey, 
1\ Shl'l'P, nnd dre~sed provisions in abundance, with n 
hUg"l' culnhash of som beel". He bonsted that he ,,-as 
the king of XouffiC"s heml sh\Yc, und tl mighty mtln 
of nuom; and urtfully insinuated that he expected 
a pr~'sc1\t from us in proportion to his rank and eUli­
nOl\ce. But we hUH seen such numbers of kings, 
priUt.'es, and great men latc1y, that we lue heartily 
disgusted with l.~ll who bear the epithl't; they are so 
numerous, thnt they wonld be us difficult to count as 
the drops of rain i""1\ hellvy shower. 

'rhe thermometer has been t"lt 790 ,920
, nnd 940 • 

dUl'iug the Jny. 
1'ho CO\ll":iC of the rh'er from 1Iadjie to this islnn,l 

has bt:!cn to the S. E.; the (listunce ;.\bout twelve miles. 
1'he nstcm or N"ouilie bnuk of the river is mode­
rately high. nuJ oversllread with low hills. and both 
bunks al"e well cnltiVt\tl~. 

l'lwrsdIH/. October ith.- 0 early ns fiye o'clock 
in the lUor~illg our canoes were loa(led; and. having 
br""Rk.fnsteJ on a. 5licc of y~lll, we wore fuUy prepa.red 
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to quit the island. But, as it was not deemed either 
politic or proper to go away till the am,a1 of the 
great King of tite Darl.: ~ra(er. who was hourly 
e:-.:pcctcd, and who might be inclined t.o construe our 
departure" into contempt, we consented to await his 
coming. Though we hn\"c been exposed to 8, thou­
sand nuisaDce.~, and all manner of inconveniences, 
and nre pretty well rcconciled to them all; yet, rather 
than remain in a close, black 1mt, full of men, whose 
garments are generally coyered mth nrmin, and 
rarely, if ever, cleaned, and who make it a common 
practice to sit on the mat whereon we sleep---rnther 
tban do' thia, we stepped int.o our canoes, and haying 
pushed off' from the land, we waited the islander's 
arriynl under the branches of a large tree at a 1ittle 
distance from the town. 

Between nine and tcn. A.Y., we heard n.. number 
of men singing, and keeping time to the Dlotion of 
mnny paddles. but we could see no one. However, 
in II \"cry few minutes., a canoe, wwch was paddled 
by Ii few men only, came in Right, and we knew by 
this that the"'" ater King was approaching. It was 
instantly followed by another, and much larger one. 
propelled by above twenty very fine young men, 
whose voices we had been listening t.o just berOiC, 
and who were still continuing their song. Their 
music "OS slowcr, but ycry similar to that wwch 
may be hcard on mony parts of the westcrn const. 
The K;ng of tile Dark lVater WE\S with them. As 
thc canoe drew nearer, we were not only surprised 
at its c~trn.ordinnry length and uncommon neatness, 
but likewise at the unusual display of pomp and 
show which wo obsorved in her. In tbe centre a mat 
awning was erected, which was variously decorated; 
nnd on the front of it hung n large piece of scarlet 
cloth, ornamented with bib of gold lace stitehed OD 
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rlifforont parts of it.. In the bow of the canoo were 
three or four little boys, of equal size, who were clad 
with neatness and propriety; and in the stern s~t a 
number of comely-looking musicians, consisting of 
several drummers and t\ trumpeter. whilst the young 
men who had the management of the boat wero not 
inferior to their companions olther in decency of 
apparel or rcspectability of appearance. rrhey aU 
looked. in fact, extremely well. 

As soon us this cnnoe arrivod at the lan(ling-place, 
the .. 'Yfiter King" came out frem beneath the 
l\wlling, and. followed by the musicians and a suito 
of at.tendrmts, walked to the hut wherein aU publie 
matters nrc transncted, and whither. in a few minutes. 
we oursoln's wero desired to repair. The chief of 
the i~bnu, with his elders anu the more respecta.ble 
of thl' reopll'. were seated, on our entrance, on each 
~idc of their imllol'tant \;sitor i and my brother nnd I, 
as a murk of distinction, were im-ited to })laec our­
sc1Y(,~~ in front of him. V'I'hcn the usual compli­
ments had passed on both sides, he informed us, 
"ith 'lUueh !';olemnity, of his rank nud title i he then 
nlludcu to the cause of his coming, which, he said, was 
to do us hOllom, and repeated what had pre,-iously 
been told us by the king's sou, This being done. 
ho prescnted u~ with n pot of excellent hOlle~\ and 
two thousnnu cowries in monoy, bcsides 11 large quall­
tity of goom nuts. which arc eultiYl\Jed in tho 
eouutl·y. nUll which arc held ill so great esteem, thl'l.t 
the opulcnt !lud powerful aloue have the means of 
}ll'()('uriug them. Having nothing further to say or 
do, we !!hook hauds with his sa.ble majesty. whQse 
nalUe is Sulik('n Rounh. expressed our lICknowledg­
ments for his handsome present, and rct1ll'1led to our 
boats. 

The ., King of the D:\rk '''Inter'' is a fine-Iookiog 
YOt. n. n 
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man, well stricken in years; his skin as black as a 
coal; his features arc coarse but benevolent, and his 
.stature ad\'untllgeous and commanding. He was 
dressed in a full boroou50, or Arab cloak, of inferior 
blue cloth, underneath which was a mriegated tobe 
made of figured satin, COWl try cloth, and crimson silk 
damask, all patchc(t together j he likewise wore a 
cap of red cloth, Haussa trousers, and sandals of 
coloured leather. 'rwo pretty little boys, about ten 

.)'cars of o.ge and of equal size, and who acted in 
capacity of lHlgcs, followed him into the hut. Their 
clothing w-ns neat and becoming, and their -pcr{;ons 
nicely clean; each of them was furnished with an 
ol'Unmcnted cow's tail, and they stood one on his 
right hand and t.he other on his left, to brush uway 
flies and other insects from his person, aod supply 
him with gOOl'a nuts and tobacco. The king was 
also accompanied by six of his wives, fine handsome 
jet-black girls, dressed in neat count)·y caps edged 
with red silk. Nati\'e _ cloths, made of cotton anti 
silk, wore fastened l'olmd their waists, beneath which 
they wore il. sort of short frock.- 'rhe usual custom 
of staining their finget-s and" toe-nails with hewm 
t"lppears to be general among thOlll; their wrists were 
ornamented with neat silver bracelets nrul their necks 
with coro.l necklaces. 

To such a muu as the" 'Vator King," with such a 
suite and such a title, the greatest honour is expected 
to be })o.id j and we therefore sho\\'e(1 0\0' respect by 
snluting him with a dischurge from two or three 
muskets, and by -wait.ing patiently his l'ctm'u from 
tIro council-hut, wherein he staid two whole hours, 
during wh.ich we wero sitting in om' c(\,uoes, exposed 
to a vory hot SUll, for wo had romoyccl them from 
under the tree by the side of his owu. 

H exactly mid-day when Sulikcu Rouah 
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re-cmbarkcd in his print'oly canoe, and quitted the 
island of Delee. Determined for once to make an 
attempt at n. lUore respectable appearance (fol' here­
tofore it had been extremely lUean and homely), we 
hastily constructecl aD awning of our sheets. It was 
the first time we had made usc of such a thing, 
though we al'o without uwbrellas, and til] then had 
nothing but alight straw hatt:! to protect our head::; 
fl'om the sun. Above the awning we elenlted It 

slender staff, on the top of which we fastened our 
national colours, the union flag, which was kindly 
giYcn us by a. gentlema.n ou the const, who was com­
mandant of Aoamnboo. 'Vhen unfurled and wayiug 
in the wiud, it looked extremely pretty, and it made 
our hearts glow with pride nnd enthusiasm us we 
looked on this ~olitl\l'y little banner. 'Ye thought it 
would hl1 of scn'il'c to us Idso if we made IlS gay an 
IlPPNU1\nCC as the king Ilud his followel"lS i and accord­
ingly I IHlt OLl an oM Utwal uniform coat \_\~hich I had 
,,;th me for state occasions, and my brother also 
drc~sed himself in as grotesque and gaudy a manDcr 
asoul' resourccs would aftol'd. Our eight attendants 
abo put on no,,· white Mohammedan tobes: so thut 
our eanQC, with its white awning surmounteJ by the 
union Hug, our canoe-mell in new dresses, and OUI'­

soh-es appearing t\S officers, contributed not Il. little 
to the ctl'cet of the whole scene. ., 'rhc august K.in~ 
Qftho Du.rk 'Yater," with his retinue in twenty canoes. 
conJcsccllllingiy gave us the prccedence, and-ours was 
the first that mon:-d off from hod, and led the way 
down the rivcr townl·ds Rabbll.. 

For (l, little while we ("'ontiuucd to take the lead; 
but the chief SO()ll went before us. for two rca"ons­
f:ir8t, that he might hayc an opportuuity of looking 
at U8; and :>ceomlly, thl\t we lUight ha\'c a tairc{ 
chance of secing him ill all his stl\tc, for which 

II!! 
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purposes he bad placed himself outside,his awning on 
nn elevated find conspicuous sent. IIowever he only 
wished to get a few yards before us, for his canoe· 
men soon lifted their paddles out of the water, and 
the boat fell back to its former situation. This going 
before and falling behind was done repeatedly. The 
musicians in the large cunoe performed merrily on 
th ei r instruments, and about twenty persons now sung 
at intervals ill recitative, keeping excellent timc with 
their paddles. 

A brisk wind spiUng up the river full in our faces, 
relieving \\s from the extreme heat of the wcather, 
which wns remn.rkably fine: the sccne before us was 
very animating. and the whole of us were in hi~h 
glee and spirits. Other canoes joined us; and ne'·er 
diet the British flag lead so extraordinary a squadron. 
'l'he " King of the Dark 'Y o.ter') might be luistnken 
for a river god; and his wives, now anel then show. 
ing their pretty blo.ck faces from under the awning, 
ca::.t. mall)' an arch look at us with their sparkling, 
jetty eyes. It was not long before Ollr rG\'erie was 
intGrrupted by a great noiSG from the adjacent land j 

and on turning we l)erceivec1 the banks of an island, 
called Zag6zid, which were lined with numbers of 
people. admiring our flag, and watching us very 
earnestly, by which we guessed that tIllS was the 
ph\Ce of our dest,iuation. The islimd is so \\IIcom· 
monly low, thnt the houses and trees appeared as if 
they wen) standing in the water, as indeed many of 
them actually were. Hcro we arrh·cd) rmd landed 
between oue aud two P.M., having onjoyed a plea. 
sant excUl'Sioll of eight or nine miles. Ours being 
the first canoe, bofore wo landed on tho island we 
waited fol' the king to precede us, and the moment 
he set his foot on ShOl'O we fired :\ suInte of four 
muskets and three l)istols. Suliken Rouah was ra,ther 
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altH'med at this, and demanded whether we were 
going to make WtW on him. ne wns soon relieved 
from his fenr, by being told it was an honour that we 
had been in the habit of paying to all the princes we 
bad met ill our trnvcls; which he no sooner under­
stood, bhan ho e).-prcssed himself mnch gratified by 
our attention. Sulikou Rouahwent in person in 
quest at' a. dwelling-house, nnd led us to one of the 
best ,,-hi(:h the island affords; however, it is miserably 
bn.d, for, as the town is built. on n marsh, every In;t 
in it has the di:::ndvnntnge. during the whole of the 
rainy season, of soft damp Hoors and uncomfortable 
root's. Our own has positiyely 110018 of "-ater spring­
ing up out of the gl'ollud, and on this we shall be 
obligt'd to ~leep, The walls of the hutlS 11.l'e built of 
mud froJU the river, strougtbclled and supported by 
woodt\1\ pillars und ribs of the same materials: how­
eyor, the~o do not }uevent them from erncking in a 
IHmdl'cu different places; and In:ge chinks, admitting 
wind aud min , may be obs~rrcd in the wall of overy 
hut. They nU tun-e, indeed, innLrio.bly n very dirty 
and wretched appearance, though their inmates, gene­
rally speaking. arc ubderstood to be opulcnt, clean, 
nnd respectable . lln,ving- conducted us to our hut. 
thc chief of the isla.nd shook hauds ycry heartily with 
us, tmd assured u.s thnt WI) should "-aut nothing. 
lIe SOQn proyided us with doors of ba.mboo for 0111' 

hut, and n, nwuber of mats to sIH'cad au the tloOl', 
which mnd(! it tolerably cOl'ufortablc. III the en.m­
ing, four lnrge cabbash'cs of stewed rice. with fowl~. 
,lUll no k,;;.s than ten gallons of 1';110. or country bOt>I", 
\Y~l'(" scnt us.. .. .... bout seven in the c,"cuing, meso 
scnO'crs anin.)u from Rabba. to inform us that thl~\" 
sho~M como early in the morning for tbe present's 
wo.:- intel1lleu for the chid. They ~'\id tha.t the king 
"ould not put us to the trouble of going to sel' 
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1lim, as the town .is fu11 of Arabs, whose begging 
])ropcnsitics would be yer)' incomtenient to us. I was 
much plcflscd with this intelligence, knowing very 
well tho chnract.er of these Arabs; and I sent word 
hack that I was much obliged to him, llnd should be 
still mOl'C so if 110 would dispense with my going to 
the snnsnn, or camp at a short distnncefrom the town, 
to "isit the king of Nonffic. 

Raub{\. is opposite Zagozhi. and appears from 
hence, n distance of two miles, to be Oil immensely 
huge, populous, and flourishing town. It is built 
on the slope of a gentle bill. and on a spot almost 
entirely bare of trees. The Niger, both yesterday 
and to-day, bas flowed in a direction to the south of 
cnst. 

CHAPTER XV. 
Stny:tt 7,n~mhi-Presel1u !eut to \11C Chiefs of R:l.hlxl-An old 

hut troublesome :l.cquaiut:lncc----l'l'..,selll~ from tbe Kings of 
Nouflio and Rallba to tho Tn\\,cllcrs-£mportl.luiticil of tbo 
King's lllc~engers-Au Arnb merchant-Policy of the Fd1l.tah 
Chief, l\I:..l1Dm Dendo, in 5C()uring die possession of his ()onquests 
-Former ElCpcdition of the Fnlntnhs .... gninst Fllnda-nnb~ 
::\lnrkCl-'fho King of Rabha di!contcllted mth Ilis Prescnt­
Const(lrnation of the Tl'I1.vclloNi-Pllrk's tobe ~cnL to 111m-Joy 
of thuKillg on rC(:eivin~ h-Pcrl\1i~$ioll to pl"OCl'cd-Treachc.rol.ls 
f'nll(\uct of thc King of NOllfflo-'I'ho King of R .... bb..,\'s ans\\'er­
COI\\'Cl'l'ntion nm<lng tho Hnu$5::1 merchnnt~-l\lnllnm Dendo, the 
former .King of R;l.bb:l.-His charnctcr-R;l.bba Market-hland 
of 7.ngozhi-Tlle I,lnlldcrs o~JXlrt ea.uoemen-l\lnnnfucturcrs of 
Z;Ij;ozhi-PromisoofnclI.lloo. 

Friday, October 8t/t.-MALlIA}{ DENDO, the cousin 
of BeHo, wo find is still living, but in a 'fory old 
and fcoble condition, Ile is besides nearly blind, ami 
thinks be has not DlilUY more yeo.rs to live. Being 
l\ cautious, pGnccful old mUll, his cbief eoncerll is to 
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("stnblish his son ns his successor. nud fearing that 
thoro might be som~ disputc about it after his death. 
hil s already given up to him the reins of government. 
'rhe usual form on these occasions will bo obsen·ed. 
nnd is to take plnce on the first day of the new moon. 
The son is to ride through all the streets of the tow'n 
on hi:. futller's white horse. preceded by all the prin­
('ipal people of Rabha, attended by trumpeters, &r., 
Ilnd thus 11roclaimed king. 

Early in tho morning, the megsengel's from the 
chiefs mentioned )"esterJay arrived. bringi.ng with 
them two fine sheep nnd 3. great quantity of rice 
They were nccomp!luied by n messenger from the 
gonerl'}, n Bornon man. with another sheep. 'Ye 
nrc obliged to accept of this latter much against our 
indination, for it will cost us ten times its value. but. 
it i~ n tr~at· that we bayc not had since we left 
Yloorie. J t n,ppears that we shall be required to gi"e 
rr('~cnts to nine persons before) WI.. shall get away from 
this plare. 

IlaYil1g prepared the presents, I collected the mes· 
songers and laid out before each of them those that 
were intended for their masters ; they expressed 
themsch'cs pleased with them. and assured us thnt 
their Ill(lst('rs would bt' also. In orlier to make them 
liomo reward anll s('cure their good will. I gave some· 
thing to each, and dismissed them. 'Ye also sent 
(\wn~' ~Job:\meJ.. his countryman and associate, the 
Nonffic g uide, ,,-ho had accompanied us hither all the 
way from lloossa. The pr('s('ot9. we luwc made con· 
sist of (I. handsome looking-glass with a gilt-frame; n 
po.ir of silycl' bmcclt'ts; a snuff-box. toba .... co-pipe, 
knife . razor, two pnirs of scissors, four new shilling::>. 
nlld n numher of books on natural history, with plates. 
B('sulc:'l these, "-0 sent the king of Nouffie a. pockct­
I.:ompuss. and the princ~ of Rabbn. n. camera. obscurn. 
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adds not n. little to the deformity of his countcnnDCC 
nnd appearance. Therefore it was not very pleasant 
to he embraced, and almost bugged to death, by such 
a. man as this. ilis companion is a pale,. handsome. 
nnd agl'ccable youth, and is diflcrcnt from the other; 
in our prcscmcc his belun~our wns decent, and his 
manners rather timorous and reserved, and when the 
"Hlnny of his associate was exposed, he felt more 
abashed of the two. 1\[y bl'othcl' insta-ntly accused 
the fellow of his former infidelity. and told him he 
was surprised that he could have the impudence 
to visit and salute bim in the manner ho had done 
after what had transpired between them. Instead of 
e:xprcssing his sorrow and contrition, tho Arob made 
light of his offence, a.nd endea\'oured to Jaugh oft' the 
impression of it altogether ; and tlien, in the most 
abject manner, begged everything he sa,\'\' with so 
much importunity and selfishness, that we \rere out 
of all temper with tile scotlJldrcl, and I turned him 
out of the hut in disgust. IIowen~'I', he could not 
belie\'c it possible that wc were in enrnest with him, 
anci waited ontsido the door n long time, anxiously 
expect.ing an invitation to come in again. "Oh, it 
must be nil in sport," sa id hOj but at last we threatclled 
to shoot h im if he did Dot go about his business, 
n.nd bciug apprehensive that wo sbould put our threats 
into execution, he ran off as fast as he could. Before 
his dismissal, we gave his companion a fe\'\'" needles, 
and he took his leave in peace. The fellow's excuse 
for leaving me in the manner he did, was, that Al 
lladjee Salah, the late Captain Clnpperton's agent. 
had persuaded him, saying thnt I was going to troNo.l 
among Caft'res who knew Dot Allah, and who would 
therefore murder hini. He was frightened, he added ; 
but i t was easy to see that this was a mere excuse. 
His prctext for coming to us now, was that Scc:iffe 
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.r\Snlnn, who was going to his nath'e country, Tim­
buctoo. had oftcrcd to COllYCY letters for us, from 
whence they might be for"~3.rd~d to Tripoli; and that 
ho himself would cali for thom in the morning. This 
1 hoped to prevent, by suying that we had neither 
lctters to send, nor prcliIcnts to giye to Sccrilfe, there­
foro we (lill not \\;sh to see bim. 

A g ren.t number of Arabs are n. t prescnt residing 
in Hn.bhn i thcy ba\'o come from yariou:; parts, nod 
trnde with the natives in red caps. tronn, small look­
ing-glasses of the most inferior description, reO. 
cloth, silk, I.t:-c., which they hring chiefly from Fezzau. 
~\mong tho::!c .Arabs is a r"InOUS Sheikh, who, we 
nndL'Tstand, will set out in a. few days on 3. journey to 
Timhuetoo nIHl other places. 

SUlldalf, Uctooer l Ot/I.-Mohamed aud Lho Fala.tnh 
mcss('ng~r arrived at Zagozhi in company this morn­
ing, in pUl'sunncc of their agreement. The former 
brol1ght with him a fine shcep as 1\ present from thc 
l\[ngin. noll Malialll Dcntlo sent a large pot of honey 
by the hands of the latter. Both princes. accorcling 
to th(' nccount of thcir l'cprcscntnoYcs, were m.ightily 
plN\~~'d with their respectiY9 presents. amI expressed 
their ncknowlcllgmont.s in the wat'mest and most 
~rnh'ful tcrlllS: they repeated the encouraging pro­
mise:, which they bad 110tor0 held out with rcg.u·£! to 
(1m .iouruc~·, and hlWc commi&)ioned thc "King of 
tht:' Dnrk \Vnt <.'t'," under certain circuUlstances, to 
"upply us with n commodious cnnoe, n~ excellent as 
nul' h('art::; can desire; strongly recommending us to 
t'nh.'l' into nrrangements with him, nnd deliyer our 
two Pntashic canOes, ",·hieh aro compnratiYely small 
nnd of little mine, into his keeping till Ollr departure 
from the country. .A nUln is also to accompany Ug 

Il~ flUo us tho sca, to he our guide nnd interpreter on 
tht' YOy t\gco l.'his intelligence has 1.U8cle us quitc 
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easy in mind, nnd filled us v,ith hope and joy, for, 
previous to the orrinu of these mon, our hearts mis­
gave us thnt eycl"Jthing would not prosper well. They 
seem to ha\'o forgotten the presents we had besto\"fed 
ou them us well us their masters, for they have beeu 
very pressing to-daJ: in their solicitations for money 
and needles, so that I ho"o gone _ so far us t.o cut my 
coat in pieces for them to make caps of the cloth. 
l\[ohamed, in particulal', bas been incessantly annoying 
us in tbis manner, and brought a fellow with him 
froUl Rabbn, who, he wished us to believe, was the 
).!agia's eldest son, merc1y for the purpose of cxacting 
a prescot fl'om us proportionate to his rank; but we 
saw t1uough his deceit in time to preyent our being 
taken in by him, and crushed it in its infancy. 

It. is provoking to be continually tormented so, 
and aftel' all to ]'ecein~ nothing for our prtins and the 
sacrifices we runke but discontent, black looks, and 
grumbling without end. These fellows, instead of 
})I\ying theirrespccts in the first pluce to the chief of 
the island, hncl come to us directly from the landing­
place: and, becnuse they bad something of conse­
quencc to communica.to to him, in which we ourseh'es 
were intimately concerned, after hnNing romn.in~d in 
our eompimy long enough to ascertain that they 
could extort nothing further from us, Mohamed, who 
had come with thom, declared that they were in a 
hurry to be gOlle, to mako amends for their delny, 
rmd t.herefore boldly demanded two thousand cowl'ios 
"to open," us he expressed it, 01' .. clean out the 
mouth" of the I<Wntcr lUng! " or else, he declared, 
no business whntevol' could bo transncted with him; 
it wns the only method, ho fidded grnNcly, with which 
ho "'£IS ncquointed, of enticing him to spenk on I\ny 
subject of importance. We knew all the timo that 
the fellow wus endea.vouring to deceive us; but seeing 
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how much our success dopcoded on kcepulg all these 
110ft of gentlemen in good humour, Ilnd that our 
interest lay in being imposed on now and thon, we 
complied with his request. Considering, after what 
had passed, that Mohamed and his colleagues might 
embezzle this SUlli, which ill fact they strove to do, we 
se-nt Pascoe along with thom to the chief's house. 
Both he nml his people continue to show us e\"er)' 
hospitnlity, and to treat tlS with aU manner of respect 
nud civility. 

1l1fmdo!l. October lItll.-A.li, the Arab, who, it 
will bo recollected, introduced himself to our notice 
in Yaoone, paid us !l "isit to.dny from Ro.hba. wbere 
ho htt'! been residing somo time past. ,Yo hardly 
knew him il.go.in at first, on aCCowlt of his altered 
countenance out! tho languid and cmnci.\ted nppear-
11Ilec of his person. which. he tolls us, has been the 
etrect of sickncs::; and ull..xkty. oecasioned by an attack 
of tbe G uincn-wonu, \\ hich had confined him within 
donrs Oil h.is mat for thr~e weeks. Instead of pro­
cc~Uillg to i\!oQl·ie in Yarriba, which it was his 
intention of doing, ho had chnnged his mind suddcnl)", 
Itnd hnd come to Rabbn. where he ·wns at first 
cOllrteou~ly received and entertained. 1.'he horses 
which he had in his l)osscssion belonged to the good 
old (~t\do.do of Soccatoo. by whom he was comrnis­
t'ioncd to soli them to the highest bidder. These 
."niOlill:- were exceedingly large. handsomo. and 
~pit'itcd; so much so indeed. that the prince of the 
1\~nlJ.lahs took n gn.::!at fancy to thl..'w, and purchased 
thl)tU. a.t au cxtnwng:lnt price, YOI',"" shortly after they 
hod been tirst c:o:hibited in public by Ali, But not 
Illwing tUoney sufficient nt big di!'-posnl nt the time. 
Mnlhun Dando promised to give the '\"alu(' of the 
animals }lnrtly in cowries and rartly in hand ... ome 
tobes of llatiyo manuft\ctUJ'(', which the seller agreed 
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to rceci,e as ~rillingly. TIe has, however, been 
detained here ever since, and to the present time has 
been put off day afrel" day with empty promises. Ali 
does not thiuk that this procrastination proceeds from 
:lny dishonest feeling on the part of the prince of the 
Falatahs, but that it is really from want of the means 
of paying him, owing to the expenses attending several 
wa.rlikc espeditions in which he has been rectntly 
enga.gcd. 

Such, generally speaking, is the m.anner of trading 
in this country, a few years' credit being thought very 
little of; and it is not unuSual to meet with individuals 
who may ha'\"e been unable to obtain- po.yment of debts 
for ten or it dozen ycars at lenst. 

'Ve had a long chat with Ali, and ga"e hini a few 
old things which were useless to us; but we soon 
found it necessary to scnd him away, as he began 
complnining yery gric,'ously of poycrty and wretch­
euncss. 

The Arab, in courso of conversation, remarkcd tha.t 
it woult! be a good speculation to send some needles 
for sale nt the Rabb:!. market, which is extremely large 
find well a.ttended; therefore we took the hint, and 
sont J owwe and Ibrahim, two of our mcn, with a 
certain quantity to dispose of, nnd they both returned 
in the evening with the fruits of their success, ha.ving 
obtained the sum of eight t.housand cowries for them. 
~'his has given us fresh spirits again, for we had Dot 
a single cow1'io to givo to our men. The inhabitants 
of Rabbu plll'chased them "cry eagerly, at from fifteen 
to thirty cowTie:s each needle, and they were olL\:ious 
to get more, when they found that om' meD had dis­
l,osed of the whole . 

It has been the policy of Mallum Dendo, ~rho, by 
all accounts, is ftn able and crafty chicf, arid a 
courageous man, to odvanee foreigners of aU nations :1" 
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t o certnln lucrati \·o !lnd important posts, either about 
his person. in the army, or as go\'ernors of conquered 
towus j and by this moans he concilia.tea, in a great 
meas\U'e, the black,· or originn.l population of the 
COl1.lltry. confirms his reputation, and establishes ills 
sovereignty with little trouble 0\'131' la.nds and districts 
'which he may ha,'c subjugated and added to his 
uominions" I t H11pca.rs that the prince of Rabba is 
wholly indep~ndent of Bello, the sultan of Soccatoo, 
or at most tha.t he pays ouly 1). nominal allegiance to 
that monal'eh,. though an amicable intercourse is eou-
3tU.lltly kept up between them, 

llullaOl Dcn(to lately planncd n.n expedition against 
the kingdom of Funda, which was instantly carried 
into execution, though formor enterprises of the kind 
bt\t! uniformly ferminated in confusion and defeat, 
This t\bo was a complete fnilure; for as bis soldiers 
WC1'O drawing near the city of Funda, as the s.tory 
goes, UIlU l~nd attained I1n eminence for the pW'pose 
of reconnoitering the sW'rouuding rountry, they saw, 
or thought the), saw, to their infinite amazement, a 
large tn"my coming out to meet thew, and all the 
~oldier~ arUleil with muskets, and clothed after the 
maUll01' of foreigners in lHue and white dresses, This 
Imt tbem an in n. consternation; and without stopping 
to look behind them, they fled with the utwost speed, 
aud rctmnetl to their own homes wi.thout aceomplishing 
auything. ITcru they attcmpted to yindicate their 
cowl.\fdico by telling their countrymeu :\ ye!')" mo.nel­
lou::> story, of their having eucountel'cU an army of 
white mell. whose formida.ble cquipmcnts amI warlike 
l\ppe~\'ance had made their hearts droop within them, 
aUlI they had fled. III anus-ion to this story. Mallam 
Dendo nsked Pascoe, ill contidcnct:!, yesterday, whether 
he dicl not think tha~ many of our N~Ultrymen wcre 
t\ssisti ng their aJ.\"crsaries ? 
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MaUam Dcndo, it is said, can send one thousand 
horse soldiers, well equipped and mounted on noble 
animals, to thc neld; and the number of foot soldiers 
he has at his command is so great.. that it is not 
known. All runaway slaves are encouraged to join 
the ranks on condit.ion of rcceiving their freedom; 
and they are joined by a yust number from the sur­
rowlding country. The natives are commanded by 
captains froUl nmong their own countrymen, and the 
Fnlatahs also by theirs; the greatest good-will pre­
vails among them, and we have nowhere observed 
quarrelling of any kind. 

The Falatahs are now in possession of the whole 
of Nouffie, Ederesa huving relinquished his daim, as 
he had been deserted by the gren.ter part of his 
troops. who joined the anny of Mallam Dendo. , Both 
the Mngm uod Ederesa huye litt.le or no authority. 
The Falatah prince has scnt his messengers, both 
by lund and water, to collect the ktxes and tributes 
throughout the country of Nouffie. whicn were last 
year l)aid to Ederesa. Ym'riba 1\;11 soon follow t.he 
condition of Nouffie, and the Falatahs. in the coW'Se . 
of a few years, will reach the sea. An idea. of their 
character may be formed from their usual boast, that 
they could conquer the whole wodd if t,he salt }Yater 
did not prevent them. 

Friday, Octobe-r 12t1l.-As we have already said, 
Ro.bba llla,rket is "cry celebru.ted, and considered by 
traders as one of t.he largest and best in the whale 
couutry, of which it may be styled the emporium; Jl. 

variety of nrticies, both of native and foreign manu­
fnctm-o, are there offered for sale; and it is generally 
well supplied with slaves of both sexes. Yesterday, 
one of our mon counted between one and two hunru'ed 
men, wOOlcn, ond children, who wero aU exposed for 
sRlc in ranks or lines. 'l'hese poor crentures have, 



113 

foJ' the most part, been cn.ptured in wap i and, it is 
enid. that the Fnl1'ttahs rarely tren.t them with un­
kindness. and never with brutality. The price of a 
strong, healthy lad, is about forty thousand cowries 
(8/. sterling); 0. girl fetches as much as fifty tbOll­
!mnd, and perhaps more, if she be at u1l interesting j 

and the ynIue of men and women varies according to 
their nge and abilities. 810."e& arc sometimes pur­
cha6ed iLt Rabba by people inhabiting a country 
situa ted a. good way down the Niger, and from thence 
they nrc dell"ered from hand to band till they nt 
length reacb the SCll.. hory ia likewise sold, most 
likely to the saUto individuals, and la.rgo tusks may 
be purchased nt a thousand cowries cach~ anel occa­
sionally at 0. much chcfl.per rate. \Vo ha,o eleven 
elepbauts' tusks of our own, which were preseuted to 
us hy the kings of Wowow and Boossa, but we bayc 
be eo uun.blo to dispose of them at Rn.bba, because 110 

stmoglJrs flrc nt present in thc city 
All the pl'iuciplll inhll.bitants of R nbbn. are com­

plaining bitterly of thc waut of money, and the 
l)eculial' h£mincss of the times. Formerly, they say, 
it WIlS not so; nud they ascribe their prosent poyorty 
and embarrassments to their late reverses in war, 
and misfortunes at. home. Theil' recent unsuccessful 
attack on the Cumhrie peo}lle, who reside in the 
pt'(lyi nco of Engaskie, near Yaoorie, and which we 
hnye alluded to in our yisit to thnt country, hilS quite 
humiliatcd and disheartened thew. To be outwitted 
ami on3rthrowu by the unwarlikc Cumbric, who are 
considered a~ a despicable rnee by all people, nnd to 
ht\\,o lost S(lllU\UY mOll ao(1 horses in thM expedition, 
tin e b('cn ,\ source of great mortification to their 
nlllity. aud dcrogn.tion of their high name. In order 
to rcd('('lll. their national cllllrnctcr ft'om the stain 
"hieh it ha~ thus recdn~d, aud to restore the reputation 

' -OL. 1I. I 



114 Ul'IWELCOlfE NEWS. 

for bravery and resolution which had before so emi­
nently distinguished them from their neighbours, but 
which is now so deeply tarnished, the Falat.u,hs ill;. 

Rabba ilrc actively employed in hastening prepal'a· 
tious for the invasion of Yarriba; and are resolved, 
it is reported, to set out in a very few days for 
Katunga, the capital, whicb is to oothcir first object 
of attack. They anticipate success, without the dread 
of opposition; and t.hey already boast of acquisitions 
which they have not yet gained, an(l exult in t.he 
thoughts of the splendour and opulence they shall 
enjoy in cities which they have not yet 'teen. Our 
old friend, the monarch of Yarriba, on his part, has 
been put ou his guard, and is, we bear, determined to 
resist any hostile attempt wbich may be made aguinst 
his country. 

Mallam Dendo sent for Pascoe this morning in a 
great hurry, with a message, t,hat he W8·S waiting 
impatien.tly his arrival at Rabba, having something 
of tho utmost consequence to commlUlicate, As may 
easily bo conjectured, we were ratbel' surpri:sed at this 
unexpected SUlllll10US, and waited Pascoe's return with 
much anxiety, for we had no doubt whu.tever that 
we woro principally concerned in it, "'hen, however, 
he did come back, and onter our hut, he looked very 
wistfully. and infol'med us, with considerable agihl­
tion both of voice and marulCr, .that Mallaru Dendo 
had expn~ssed to him the greatest dissatisfaction at 
the thing'S which he had received from us as a prese?t. 
declaring them to be perfectly wort.bless, nnd. W'lt.h 
tbo exception of the looking-glass, « fit only fol' It 

child!" that he 't, .aU know we could have sent him 
somJthiug more useful nnd of greater vulue, if we 
had thought propel'; but thl\t if we pctsisted in OUl' 

refusal to do so, he should demu,nd of us our glU1S. 

pistols, find powder, before h~ would consent or 
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'Pertuit us to leave Zagozhi. This news made us 
very UDeasy and unha.ppy, and we sat aO\rn in gloom 
and thoughtfulness without uttering a word, for we 
bolieved this to be a death-blow to all our hopes. To 
plll't with the only defensive weapons in our posses­
sion. we felt-determined not to do j it brought to our 
recollection the fable of the lion deprived of his teeth 
nnd cla.ws. 'Ve knew that if we were to be deprived 
of these. we should be entirely in the pow·er of n set 
of fellows who are remarkable neither for generosity 
nor nobleness of principle. without the means of 
helping ourselves; and we resolved never to pnrt 
wi.tb our guns. unless compelled to do so by force or 
from the most urgent necessity. TItl.Ylng reflected 
d('liberntc1y on our situation, we felt convinced that 
something 'on our part must be done by way of con­
ciliation. if we had any intention of quitting the 
conno·}. and of prosecuting our enterprise. The 
cllicf also wanted to know why we had not gone to 

unsaID to sec the Mngia. haying been only fixe 
days' journey from him when at Ylloorie. nod added. 
tbl\t one of us must go immediately. ,Yo were much 
hmt, aud poiuteJ. out to the messenger our only box 
of prosents. and told him it was all we possessed to 
h\St us to the sen, adding, tha.t if we were to gi"e his 
m:\Rter more, we should hnv'C nothing left to obtain 
US O\'Cll food on our voyage. At this moment we 
thought of Mr. Park's tobe. which was giyen to Uti 

by the king of Boos~ j and thought, that ns it wo..~ 
the only thing which we had to offer, it ·might. in 
cOIl::;cquC'occ of the splendour of its nppenmncC'. and 
its intrinsic nuue. pro\'c nn· ncc('ptable present to the 
co\,etou8 prince, and we fondly hoped tbnt it migbt be 
the means of n perfect reconciliation on both sides; 
therefore. under these consideration::" WI.' immedifitcJv 
dC$patched Ibrahim with it to Rabbo... though ou'r 

12 
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beart.s misgave liS at the time, that it would after all 
be thougbt lightly of, as an excuse for further extor­
tions. Of course we deeply lamented the necessity to 
which we ,,'ore redQc,ed on parting wit.h this curiosity, 
but it was inevitable. "'0 seut word by Ibrahim also, 
that having no good presents to give him was the 
reason I ha-d not visi ted Bello when we were at yaoone, 
and that I declined doing so for the same reasons now. 
Our plan was to make friends with the Rabb& chief, 
and this we have some hopes the tobe we have just 
sent to him will effect. 

In less than two hours after his departure, Ibrahim 
returned from his errand with a quick step and cheer­
ful looks, and informed us, that the tobe was accepted 
by the prince with rapturous admiration. By tIllS 
present we had made him our friend for ever j he 
regretted that t.he Falatahs had no canoes, but were 
they possessed of any. he "'ould make us a present 
of as many a-s we might want. aud accelerate our 
departure from Zagozhi with all IllS influence. "Ask 
the white men," said he, H what they would desire, 
and if Rabba can supply them wit.h it, tell them they 
shall always have it., " 'ell!" he continued, "I must 
purcho.se this tobe: I will not accept it as 1.\ gift,­
thfit would be against my principles, and besides- it 
would be wrong for me to be guilty of such injustice. 
Now I shall be something like a king," he added, 
turning the tobe inside and out; "let no man know of 
it; my neighbours will behold me \Yith ellYY; and as 
for my own peoplo. I will surprise them some morning 
by putting it on when they .-tre going to wal;"; it will 
dazzle their eyes. How great will be their astonish­
ment ! II In this manDm' the prince of the Faliitahs 
talked to I brahim. 'Ve hardly .know what conclu­
sion to draw from it, but rather imagine that this 
present of the tobe will in t.he end be advantageous 
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to onr interests, though we 'tery much regret its loss. 
Our man hIlS been desired to ,~isit Rabba again to­
morrow, when a present of some kind will be sent us 
as an acknowledgment, for such is the custom of the 
-country. 

l'l ~edne8da!l, October 13t/t.-In pursuance of the 
chiof's arrrmgement, we sent Ibrahim and P oscoe to 
him this morning. He received them with eiyili ty. 
said ho was highly pleased at their coming, and 
wished to kno,,· in what mnnuer he -could best express 
his acknowledgments to us for the present we had 
mo.do him, which he termed n ., princely gift," pro­
miging to ma.ke us all the return for it in his power. 
by forwo,l'(ling our departure, nnd assisting u.s ill the 
(lbjcct of our visit as much n.s he was able. Pascoe, 
who htHI previously been tutored by us. and who is 
not dofit'ien t in saga.city, made answer, illld said. that 
om fil'st wish, Wld the one which he believed we were 
mo~t anxious nhout, was to oht:oin a. large canoe, and 
pursue Ollr journey on the Niger n.s fast as possible; 
tbnt as we had little woney, and but few presents. 
nnd 1.\5 tho .. King of the Dnrk 'Y oter " had refused 
to exchange a. canoe of the above description for 
thoso which we had obtained at Patasbie, unless we 
w'ould consent to pa.y him ten thousand cov,Ties, we 
should be obliged to him to settle t hat little affair to 
(lllr satisfl\ction. othcrw'isc, he Mid, we should be elll­
bt\fmsscd with insuperable difficulties. And that. if 
tht"' priuce of Rahba approved of it, a. few mats, tobes, 
or stu,duls. would be highly accoptable, and would be 
cOllsidcl'\.""<l by us as 0. sufficieut remuneration for the 
presents we had made him. This answer plensed 
the prine". and he cheerfully ngreed to the whole of 
Ptlscoe's propositions. He then went out and pro­
cured {l, bundle of the ho.n&rornest-coloured mats. for 
th£' manufacture of wbich Ra.bbo. is famous, and ca.me 
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back and delivered them into the hands of Pascoe as 
an offering to us, with two large bags of rice, and a 
bunch of plantains. He gave Ibrahim. also a hand­
some tobe and cap for himself, and promised t.o send 
It messenger to the King of the Dad~ TiVater to 
settle the business of the canoe, by whom he would 
likewise send valuable tobes, to be worn by my bro­
ther and myself. He then presented Pascoe with a 
thousand cowries j and he returned wit.h Ibrahim to 
ZaS,'ozhi, quit-e ovmjoyed with success. 

A foot messenger from the king of Nouffie arrived 
at Rabba in the morning. His sovereign had de­
spatched him privately to MoHam Dendo, wit.h un 
illbiuuation to him, "that if it met with his appro­
bation, he (the Magill') would order us to be detained 
n,t Zagozhi until we should consent to ma~e him a. 
present of a certain number of dollars, or something 
equivalent to them in voJue; tho.~ he disbelieved the 
story of our poverty altogether, and would therefore 
search our IU&,n'flge, in order to discover whether our 

, assertion was true 0\' false, that we had no grea.ter 
pl'esents to make." So much dissimulat.ion, mean­
ness, ilnd rapacity, which this truit in his character 
exhibits, we had little reason to expect from the king 
of Nouffie, after expressing for us, so warmly and­
repeatedly u.s he has done. protestations of the most 
cordial, candid, and lasting fl'iendship. We could 
not fOFbear feeling very indignant at this foul breach 
of the la,ws of hospitality and good faith, which we had 
experienced in every part of the conntry pre\-rlous to 
this. Perhaps it Wl\ S well that we ha.d presented 
the prince of Rabba with Mr. Park's t.ohe, for he­
treated the message and its bearer with conteUlpt~ 
and answered energetioally: "Tell the Magia. y01ll' 

sovereign, that I would rebuke him for this ox­
l)ressiQn of his sentiments i that r detest his base 
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ill1~ in\ln.tions ; that I ,vill never conseut to his wishes; 
aod thaot" I reject his proposal wi.th disdain. 'Yhat! 
shall the wbite men, who have come from such dis­
tant lands to visit our count ry, wbo h n."Ve spent their 
.substance among ns, o.nd made li S presents, before 
we had leisure to do any good for them, shall they be 
treated so inhumanly? Never. They have worn 
th eir sboes from their feet, and their clothes from 
their persons, by the length and tediousness of their 
journe,)Ts; they have thrown themselves into our 
hands, to cln.im our protection and part.a.ke of our 
hospitoJ.ity ; shnJl ,ye treat them then ns robbers, amI 
Qa~t them from us like dogs ~ Surely not. "Thnt 
wo\\ld our neighbouril,-what would our friends-our 
foes. say to this? 'Vbat could be a greater reproach 
than tho infamy which would attach itself to our 
characters. and to our name, should 've treat these 
poor, lIoprotected, wandering strangers, and white 
men too, in the manner yom mOllfllreh , the king of 
Nouffic, proposes? After they have be9u received 
.and entertaiued with so much hospitality and honour 
in Yarriba, at vVo,,~ow, and at Boossa, shall it be said 
that Rabba treated them baqly j that she shut her 
dOOI upon them, and plundered them? No, never! 
I hn.ye already given my ,,""ord to protect them, a.nd 
1 ,rill not fOlfeit that sncred pledge fQr all the guns 
and swords in the world." Such was the a.nswer 
which the king of Nouffie's messenger receiyed from 
tho Fa11ltah chieftain. Surely it was worthy of n 
prince. 

Om· men saw a.nd conversed wi.th this Nouftic 
messenger, who had made no secret of his errand; 
and the a.bove answer Well:; rela-ted to Pascoe by the 
princ~ of the Filitahs himself. 

The imbecility of the Magia, nnd his ,,..ant of 
rowcr, arc strikingly appa.rent; he exercises a nomi-
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nn-l authority only o"e1' his people, Mallam Dendo 
beinS' evidently the niling monarch of the whole king­
dom of Nouffia. The fonner never enters into any 
1mblic undertaking without consulting the Fa.latah 
ruler, and first obtaining his consent to the mensure~ 
be it urgent or otherwise. 

Several Haussa. merchants nrlived at Rabba this 
morning, with a number of fine horses for sale. As 
soon LtS they entered the tOWD, they went to pay 
their respects to the prince, wl1en Pascoe happened 
to be ill his compnny, nnd they conversed together 
in the FalUtah laT1guo.ge, not thinking for a moment 
th.at it could be understood by hiro. In allusion to 
us, for we nre generally brought on the tapis on such 
occasions, they spoke very much in our prnise, men· 
tioued Captain Clnpperton, .. the unfortunate Ab­
dallah," in tenus of the highest ndm.iration, and had 
seen with wondel" the splendid and curious present-s 
which he had made to Sult-an Bello at Soccatoo. <I I 
know the white ruon, too," said tbe prince, H they are 
good UleD ; in fact I have reason to speak well of 
them, for I o.lso am n white man, and tJlerefore I am 
of opinion that they nrc of tbe samc blood as our­
selves." It is in this manner tllnt Faia,tnhs endeavour 
to claim relationship with Europeans, though tnese 
people are eitJler of a swarthy complexion, or black 
as soot; and this passion to be considered fair is often 
carried to a most ridiculolls heigh t. "Vhito men, how 
sorry soeyer their outward appearance way be, nre 
certainly cOllsideretl, not only by Fo.latnhs, but by the 
no.tive blacks, as a superior ordcr of beings, in all 
rcspects lUore exee.llent than Lhemselves. At YAool'ie 
we recollect having overheard a conversation between 
two mell, who were quarrelling iu the very height of 
passion. (I What!" oxclaimed ono of tllOm to his 
fellow, " ~hou pitiful son of a. black aut! dost thon 
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pl'csumo to say tlmt 0. hor~e was my falh er ? Look at 
thcf.1e Ohristio.ns! for as they are, I am; nnd such 
were my nnccstord; auswcr mo not, I suy, for I am n. 
white man!" The speaker was n. Negro, o.nd llia skin 
WAA the colour of chnrcoo.l. 

Thur.'ff'io.'l, October 14th.-h is timo that our jour­
ney should be completed, for om goods n.ro Yory 
nearly cxhtl\lstcd; nnd so far from being in n. con­
dition to make further presontR, our menus will 
RCGree}y bo adequato to procure tho bal'o nocessaries 
of lifo. Our stock of cloth, looking-gln.sses, snuff­
boxes. kniYes, scissors, rozors, aud tobncco-pipes, hl\8 
alreauy beon gil'oO nway, nod we ho.yo only needles 
nnd a few· sih'or bracelots loft to pres{'nt to the 
('h'OfM whom wo may rellsonably oxpoct to fall in 
witb on our yoyngo down the Tiger. llenceforwo.rd 
W(' UllI!'It ond('t\\"our to shun M many IMge towns on 
the h"nks of the riyol' as we may venturo to do with 
[I(\fdy I It ortlor to obtain 0. littlo tHOney. ill ad(lition 
to ,,·hat w\~ hl"I-"c mendy beon enabled to procure 
from the sole of a quantity of needles. both for pre­
sont U"-C "nd futurc convenience, I sent my watch. 
this aftenloon, to the FalMah goneru.], who is the 
HorO\\\lC8C that mudo us a. present a. doy or two ago, 
(\1\(1 he agreed to pUl'eha80 it for the sum of sixty 
thou:,nml I.'OWl'lCS; but haviog the misfortune to let 
it fi\ll shortt,)' afterwards, as he was in the act of 
mollt)ting his horse. the glas!'\ WIl!'l brokon by the 
Ml'iJcut, nud it was so much dnmngc(\ outwnrd)y, 
th;\t its beaut} of appearance is entirely destroyed_ 
Tt wa~ rcturncu to us towards ovening, with a prc!;ont 
(If a bllllch. of plllntaiolJ aod a hcautiful leopard's 
..,kin. as a remuueration for tho injury which it had 
t'ou",taincd. but witho\lt Moiling any apology. or tho 
l\lO~t distaut allusion to the aecillcnt! Tho wBleh, 
Iwwc\·cr, still lic·h-d. and the brightncsa of its 
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inner cnse ,vas untarnished, therefore we scnt it 
over instantly to lIo..1tam Dendo, who received it with 
eagerness, and purchased it on the spot for a large 
sum of money, which he has promised to pay us 
to-morrow, and Pascoe has accordingly left it in his 
hAnds. 

The story which we heard when at Yaoorie, relat.ive 
to tho decease of old Ma.llllm Dendo, father of the 
present prince of the Falatnhs, was Dot true, us that 
individual is still alive. But the rumour we suppose 
to bM'C originated from the old chief's abdication in 
favour of his son, which took place at the time, and 
his relinquishment of all public business in conse­
quence of that resolution, though it is said that he 
still influences his son's conduet in all private o.s well 
as public coucerns. He now sits, as the Arabs tell 
us, in on~ position every dn.y from morning till night, 
,,;th three large calabashes around him, one of which 
is kept constnntly filled with tualt, another with 
cowries, nnd u. third with goora nuts; and he revels 
io the delights \vhich these calabashes afford him 
5\11 day long. He has the reputation, also, now that 
he is become old. of being both a miser and a. 
glutton. He receives but few visitors, Ilnd those ure 
of it particular description, with whom acquaintnnce 
has mude him familiar, and whose company, equality 
of age, and a similarity in tn·stes and inclinations, 
have rendered desirable. 1'hese friends nrc at liberty 
to eut a handful of fllail, or chew a goora-nut in his 
company. whenever they plense. Old Mallam Dcndo 
is considered n very eccentric character by all those 
who have either seen or heard of him, and his sin­
g ular manner of liying is the common theme of 
conversation a.ruong all ranks. His SOll is sn.id to 
inherit nona of his father's foibles or propensities; 
he is revered as a lender, and beloved as a mall, 
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though the Arabs do not speak well of his consistency. 
}< .... or some renson, the report of the old man's death is 
industriously propagated. 

Friday. Oct. 15tk.-\Ye are generally awakened 
o\'cry morning o.t day-break, and on particular occa­
sions long beforo the euu rises, with the noise of the 
b'Tinding of corn and the loud cheerful singing which 
Mcompanies it from the females engaged in tlIat 
Inborious occupation j for females only are employed 
in it. Tho same custom pre\'ails in Ya.rriba, in 
BOl'gOO, and at Yaoorie, and in fact throughout the 
wholo of western, central, and northern Africa, as 
far as we can learn. Instead of the mill formerly 
used in J udca, and in all eastern couutries, with its 
!h\ulllo of wood or iron in the rim, the people bere 
slmply employ two large stones, Hat and smooth, 
with the upponnost of wbich they rub the grain till 
it becomes sufficiently fino. Perhaps this is 0. more 
!\ucieut, !\s it iij l\ more simple cont.'ivance, than the 
corn-mills used by the females of the East, to which 
it is greatly inferior. However, Dr. Clarke, the 
trllycller, is of opinion, that the former "arc ihc 
primoval mills of tho world;" a.nd he also says, that 
.. they are still found in all corn cO\Ultnes ",hert' 
rude ~ a.nd anciont customs have not been lia.ble to 
those cha.ngcs introduced by refinement. " 

Robba, which has before been alluded to, appears 
from Zagozhi to bo 0. considerably large. nea.t. clean. 
l\l\U wcll·bllilt town, though it is unwalled, and is 
not otherwise fenced. It is irregularly built on tho 
1:'11)1'0 of flo gentl~'-rising hill, at the foot of which runs 
the Nigel'; and in point of rank, population. and 
wealth. it is the second city in the Fnl~to.h dominions. 
S~ca.too nlono being con;idered as its superior. I t 
i~ inhabited by n mixod population of Fa.latahs, 
NoufiUlohie, and emigra.nts aDd slnyes from n~rious 
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countries, and is governcd by a ruler who c:tercises 
sO\'ereign authority OVCI' Rabba and it.:; dependencies, 
and is styled sultan or king. The regal power is 
despotic, though exercised 'with mildness, and the 
succession hereditary. The Arabs and all strangers 
ho."e au enclosure of dwellings to themselves, which 
is in tho suburbs of the town. Rabba is famous for 
milk, oil, and boney. The market, when our mes­
scngcl'S were there, nppenred to be well supplied 
with bullocks, horses, mules, asses, sheep, goats, nnd 
nblmdnnce of poultry. Rice and various sorts of 
com, cotton, cloth, indigo, saddles and bridles mnde 
of red and yellow leather, besides shoes, boot.s, 
nod $auduls, were offered for £ale in great plenty. 
Although they obsented about two hWldred sla"es 
for s..'\le, none hnd been disposed of when they left 
the market in the evening. The inhabitants grow 
abundance of corn and rice, and other productions 
common to the neighbouring countries; and they 
cultivate the plantain shrub with success. They 
possess large fl:ooks and herds of the finest descrip­
tion, and their horned cattle are remarkable for their 
size and beauty. 'rhoy ha\'o also a prodigious 
number of excellent horses, of which they take the 
greatest care, and they are universally admired 
for their strength and elegant proportions. These 
ll.nimaJs are used only fol' wnT, recreation, nnd in 
travelling. It is the pride and pleasure of the higher 
classes to dress well. and display their persons a,nd 
their horsemanship to advantage; nnd it is gratifying 
to witness the grace and dexterity with which they 
preserve their cOlUmand oyer these beautiful crea­
tures. In the mo.uageruont of their horses, they 
nre perhaps not inferior to the Arabs, from whom 
they have, in all proba.bility, deriyod most of their 
lossons in the f\.rt. R{lbba is not yery famous for 
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tile numb~r or Y(\l'icty of its n.rt ificCI·s, and yet in the 
lUanufactul"O of mnts and sandals they nre unrivalled. 
llowcver, in all other handicrafts Rn,bbn yiclds to 
Zagozhi. 

Zog6zhi, situa.ted as it is directly opposite Rabba, 
participates in many of its admutages, though still 
it has Vlwiolm inconveniences peculiu.r to itself. The 
town is built on ll. bog, for such it appears to us, and 
it lies so close to tbe water, that in fact hundreds of 
huts are literally stnnding in it. So little regard do 
tho people appear to hrwe for what is tormed com­
fort, tho.t they suffer tho walls of their dwellings 
either to faJ.l to pieces, or permit large chinks and 
holes to romain. in thow, which freoly admit the 
wind and rain; while the floors, which are made of 
earth or cloy, I\rc so soft nod damp, that 0. slender 
stick may easily ho thrust into them by the hand to 
any depth. Our own is of this description. In so 
moist a situntion as this, it may rea<l.ily be supposed 
tho air in the night senson is illuminated with fire­
fues. Tho huts of the Datives are infested ,,;th 
mosquitoes and otber more disgusting insects, which 
abound indoed in millions. ' Yhou the Niger sub­
sides, nod le~\Yes Zllgozhi o:\"posed \\;th all its dirt to 
the influence of the SUll, the noxious vapours nnd 
exhalations with which the a.ir must of necessity 
bo impregnated. will render it no doubt ycry insa­
lubriou~; but at presont the inht\bitants make few or 
no complaints. 

In their bub the people exhibit no very favourable 
specimens of h\sto or deanliness. and ill this respect. 
l·~rtainly. they nrc greallJ inferior to their llc.ighbours 
nn tho other sido of tho river. However, in their 
p\.'rsoos they nrc by no means so uegligent, for 
thl~J alway::> appear extremely well drc~ed; and we 
lU\.\'e nwely met with so Inr~ a nUlllbcr of taU, 
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handsome, well.formed men and comely women, as in 
this place. . 

The care which the Falatah best.ows, and the 
pride which he takes in his horse, are employed and 
indulged by the inhabitants of Zagozhi in an equal 
proportion in their canoes : the Niger is covered 
with these little ,'esselB, and to be skilful in the 
management of them is their greatest boast. The 
chief of the island has about six hundred canoes. all 
of which will be employed, when the young Mallaro 
Dendo is proclaimed king, in conveying the Fnlatnh 
troops across the river on their expeditioll into 
Yarriba. They are fond of aquatic occupations. 
even to a passioD, and cnrry them. to excess. All 
the trade hy water in these parts is in their hands; 
and they are proprietors of the ferry to and from 
Rabba, \,hich is a source of considerable emolument 
to those engaged in this speculation. They are also 
excellent fishermen. and.. in fact. the popu1ation of 
Zagezhi are almost amphibious, so prone are they to 
be perpetually sporting in bogs or dabbling in water. 
But they do not confine themselves all the year 
round entirely t-o the ri\'er, for they cultivate the 
soil as weU, and, like their couutrnnen of Nouffie, 
in the manufacture of various articles they evince 
considerable ingenuity and expertness. The eloth 
whioh they manufacture in common with their 
countrymen, and the tobes and trousers which they 
make, arc most cxcellent, and would not disgrace £ 

Eurol)can manufactory; they are WOrD and valued by 
kings, chiefs, and great men, ond arc the admimtion 
of the neighbouring. natiollB, which vainly n.tt.empt 
to imitate them. We haYe also seen Q. \'anety of 
caps, which arc worn sole~y by females, and mDd.e. of 
catkm interwovcn with silk, of the most exqwsltc 
workmo.ll5hip. The people here arc uncommon1y 
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iuJ.ustrious, be they males or females, and are 
t\lways busy. either in culinary or other domestic 
occupations. 

1 n our walks we see groups of people employed in 
<\pinning cotton a.nd silk; others in mal..-;og wooden 
bowls and dishes, mats of yarious patterns, shoes, 
sandals, cotton dresses anc\ caps, and the like; others 
busily occupied in fashioning brass tuld iron stirrups, 
bib for bri(lies, boes, cbaius, fetters. &c.; and others 
agllin employed in making saddles aod horse accoutre­
tnont~. rrheso various articles, which nre intended 
fot' (he l~nbba market. evince considerable taste ::a.nd 
ingenuity in their execution. 

\Yo hanJ not seen a single public amusement since 
we hn\'C' boen "mong th('m. III this respcct they are 
t\n cXI\Ulpio tu their noighbours. 'l'hey seem quite 
illdl'p~mhmt of till l\uthority and abo\'e all restraint. 
OXCl1pt thn.t of the legitimate K ing 1l the D ar!': 
n ""aler. nUll their own interests inrluce them to obey 
him ruone. They care ~ little for the FaHtahs as 
tho Fnlatnhs for them; the peculiarity of their sitult­
tion rendel'S them secure from foreign invasion. and 
insenl)ible to the eruRmities and distresses which o\'cr­
whohu tho )mtivcs of many parts of the continent. 
Thoy have liberty stamped on their features; and 
lightness nuu activity. so l'~\rely fo be seen in thi:; 
country of ~luggard1S. are obsen'able in all their 
I\\·tious . 1'h.:- geuert\lity of the l)eople are well 
heh/lye<! ; thl'j" arc hospitable and obliging to strlmgers ; 
~u'-~y dwoll in amity with their neigh hours. aud live in 
ullity, peaeo. l\ud social intercourse with themselycs ; 
the)' are mada bold by freedom, afflnent by industry 
and fru~lity. healtlw by exercise and laboW'. nod 
hl~llPY f~OlU ~\ combinatiOl; of nU these blessings. 

11he llopulation of Zagozhi ('annot well be csti­
m:Hcd. on ue('oUllt of its lo,~uess and the prt:lYailillg 
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flatness of tho country rolmd, on which neither a 
hillock nor eminence of any kind cnn be discerned. 
HQ),eV"el', it must be immense; and we consider it 
to be oile of the most extenSl\'e mia thickly inha,bited 
towns, as well {\s one of the most important trading 
places in the whole kingdom of Nouffie, not excepting .. 
even Coulf'O. According to our estimation, the island 
Dlay be about fifteen miles long and three in breadth, 
but the greater part of it is now nearly ,overflowed, 
K otwithstanding this, tho nati,'cs appear to enjoy 
good health. 

Novelt,ies, however El'ifiing, attract the notice of 
the people of Rabba, as glittering baubles excite t.he 
attention of a child j and as children, too. become 
tired of their plaything a few moments ouly aft-er it 
is put into their hands, so do they throw aside in 
disgust, when it ceases to be a novelty, that which 
they would have given half their substance to obtain 
a few seconds before it actually became their own. 
They are 

"Pleosed witll :1 fcather, tickled with 11 straw," 

The prince of the FaHltnbs is already tired of my 
watch, which he purchased yesterday, and he returned 
it this afternoon, with aU its machinery broken ;- and, 
like the Boruouese soldier, without making any ac· 
lmowledgment for his carelessness. However, we 
h(J/oe received permission to quit ZagOzid t()...mon-ow 
morning, to pUi'sue our journey d01.on the lViger; 
and though all t.he promises of the Uagis. htl\'e 
terminated in nothing-though a Nouffie guido has 
been !lenied lIs-und though it is likely that we shall 
be perplexed with a. thousand difficulties, yet we ure 
in high spirits and great good humour at the thoughts 
of our release; for we know that we shall go ow' way 
with nlMl'ity and confidence. 
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We have boen bus ily employed in packing up and 
making preparat ions for our departw'e fl'om Zagozhi 
to-morrow morning. \Ye nte in hopes of having no 
difficulties about the canoe, and are desirous of obtain­
ing one that will ho1<1 aU our pn.l'ty, as it will be n. 
mueh more satisfactory arrangement for us, and more 
convQulcmt than two small ones. The chief of the 
island visited us in the morning. and promised to send 
a mossonger with us as fnor as Egga, on the banks of 
the river. This is the last town, we nre told, down 
tho river bolonging to the Nouffie territory, and its 
distanco from hence is said to be four days' journey. 
lIo tells us, aiso, that the ri\Ter is 'Illite safe, accord­
ing to the l'oports of the Nouffie people who trade 
botween this plnce and Eggo.. 

Thi,~ afternoon, tho chief was unwilling to part 
with n. CiUlO(' under any consideration, yet, as a token 
of hi~ fricnd~hip and regard, he has offered to spare 
us onc for twenty thousand cowri<. s! in addition to 
our owu which we brought from Pat!\shie island. A 
JUcs~cngor from the prince of R abba arrived hore just 
aftl'r this proposition was made us, with full powers to 
troat with tho \Yater King for OUl' cnnoo. "I will 
l3ec, ',' StliJ. the man, H whether I can make hill), 
comply with yom wishes or not; he will not show 
me ony of his uirs, I am sure." This messcngeL' 
brought with him a large bag of rice ll.S a present 
froru Mallam Dcndo, who desired him to inform U8 

tht\t "' he wished us well, and should be most happy 
to hear of our return to the country by way of the 
Kiger." A:s soon as ho had deliycrcd his message to 
U"., he repaired to tho dwelling of the Zagozhi chief. 
lind returned to u&. from his crrnnd shortly afterwards. 
\\ith tho inh::lligcnce of his haying succeeded in 
ohttUuiuc:: the loug.tnlked-of canoe, which would be 
in readiness to reeciyc us on board at an early hour 

rOL. n, K 
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to·U10rrow. This has rcmoyed a great weight from 
our minds. 

Last night my brother was troubled and terrified 
in his sleep by a frightful dream of scorpions, and, to 
his astonishment, when he awoke this morning, he 
discovered one of those reptiles on his mat, which he 
had crushed to death in his sleep. 

The H Dark 'Vater King" has been informed of 
our poverty. we believe, and his goodness is declining 
'Tcry perceptibly in consequence. Nor do his people, 
we nre sorry to say, regard us with the same respect 
nnd pnrtiality as formorly, nor treat us with a» much 
beer as they did. Doubtless they have imbibed n. 
similar DoliQn, that the white meD nre POOf, and their 
kindness and good.nn-turc arc also fast dwindling 
away. Perhaps . all tItis is nO-tural: even from our 
friends nnd l'eln.tions, hospitality nnd tenderness do 
not, uilder sucb cil'cumstnnces, last for eyer. It is 
true the natives ha,·e pitied us ; but pity is composed 
of SOITOW nnd contempt; and bere, 0.5 in more polished 
countries, we have found it to bo unsubst.nntiul and 
Beeting. After Ihe first gush of feeling, the tenr of 
compassion gives plnce to the frigid indifference. of 
contempt. 'ro be pitied is to be despised. §..uch is 
the case hore, nnd suoh is the way of the world. 



131 

CliAPTER XVI. 
Th(l CRnOe coIc11ongcd- \Y oodon Shoes of Zagozhi-Dcparturo from 

Zllltol.hi-Diffieuhy of obtaining pnddlcs-Tho Niger below 
RQlJba-A night on tho ri'Vcr--Hippopot:lmi _ Dac:l.Dnio Island 
- t>rogresa or Mohammedanism-Scent: .. y of tho river- Gunge 
l .Jaud-NMivo canoea-'Vant of an lntcrpretcr-Nativcs of 
GUDgo-Danger of tho cllno_Hdght~ tho river-Fofo hland 
-FII1\tali modo of obtaining tribute-.Arlivc al Egg3-Tho 
Chief of Eggn-Cllriollity of the Peoplo_ An important Visitor 
-Fean of the ('[moe_people, and their refusul to proceed. 

Frlda!f. OctolJer 16111.-WE were up and stirring at 
l\ H'rJ" carl,) hour in the morning. packing up our 
(luthe~ find getting our luggage ready for embarka­
tion. But wbl'n this was all done we met vrith a 
!,Iud.l,...n t1THl uuforeseQn crobarro.ssmeut, - the sable 
.. King of the Dnrk 'Vater" la.ughed at the idea of . 
e:iyin~ UH a canoe on the faith of receiving payment 
from tho l)1'in<'O (of the Fnlatnhs, and refused at first 
to d~liy('r lip to us our own, which we had obtained 
from Pat~shic, and which we bad kept with so much 
l\Uxioty noel trouble. At length, after much impor­
tunit,. we induced the chief to restore thero into 
our iU\l\d~: and our things, nnd the clothe:3 of our 
l'('{lpk with a quoutity of rice, corn, cru:l.Yances, and 
houl'Y, were rClll.oycd into them from our late resi. 
dl'ne~. 

When all thi~ waS done, nnd we were quite roady 
h) l'.lart. the old chiof carue down to the w{l.ter-sicle 
tu hid U~ fill'ewdl, according to hi!l. lwowed pUll.)os(', 
hut in renEtv to olfer 0:3 1\ commodiolls canoe in ex­
dlnu~c tor O\ll' owu. if we WQuid cousent to give him 
ku tllQu"Sand cowrie,; in ndditiou to theUl. Trus Wt\$ 

n~n.'Nl to on 0111' IH\\'t~ after n littlt1 dc1o.y, for we 
K 2 
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considered that it would be i.nfi.n.itely more comfort­
able to h:wo our people and nil our things with us in 
the saIne canoe; and that it would be less la.borious, 

'rather than be H'nble to casuolties and accidents by 
separation. " ' a had forhmntely realised a. sufficient 
number of cowries from the sale of needles at Rnbba, 
nnd wIllie I was shifting our things from our canoe 
-into a.nother, roy brother walked back "ith the old 
chief to his residence, where he fonnd all the people 
of the house gathered round the trunk of n large tree 
which was burning in the hut. Here he paid t.he 
chief ten thousand cowries for the Muoe, which 
having done, he rejoined rue at the water·side. I 
had forgotten to montioD that the principal inhabit­
nnts, owing to the softness of the soil during the 
rainy senson, wear large wooden shoos when they go 
abroacl in bad woother; but clle lower class of people 
Ilnd ourselves gcuerolly went barefoot. It is merely 
n flat piece of it. "ery hard species of wood CIS long as 
tho foot) supported at each end by thick pieces, as 
showll in tho sketch. A small piece of lenther pass­
ing through holes in it, and leaving n noose on the 

lIvpor pflrt, sorV08 to confine the grcnt too to it., find 
the heel is nlso secured by another pioce passing 
oyer tho instep. The above sketch is a represen­
tation of it. 
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Tho canoes mude bere ure of a particular descrill­
tion , very much rcsembling what are called punts in 
Eng land, but are perfec tly straigh t and flat-bottomed. 
'rhoy aro generally formed out of .Olle log of wood, 
and nre of an immense size. That wbich W~ pur­
chllsed is about fifteen feet ill length and four in 
breauth, but they make them nearly as large again. 

As soon as our goods were aU transferrcd into the 
purclmsed canoe, which, after all , 'YUS not nenr large 
enough for om' purposc, we fotuld it to be extremely 
leaky, and patched up in n thousand places. ' Ye saw 
that we had been cheated by the "rtfull< King of the 
Dnrk "Tnter;" but rather than entcr into an inter­
minablo dispute on the subject, which might inyolvl\, 
us in further difficulties, we heJd our peace, and put 
up with the imposition ,,-ithout t\ murmur. ' Ye had 
bc(\u llrl'YOllted fl'om perceiving the canoe's defects 
l)~'forC' . by the cwitcment of pl'cparntioll and the 
hurry of departure. And yet. l ftcr we had aU got 
into her. we waited till we , .... ere weary for the arrival 
of a messenger that was to huve accompanied us n. 
lit Ho way on our j mtrney ; but be did not come, and 

WC 1"C"oh-cJ to lcun.' without him. Therefore, at 
nine o'clock in the ll.lorning, we bade farewell to the 
" Kill.g of the Dnrk Water" and the hundreds of 
~pcch'tor~ who we-re gazing at us, fired two muskets, 
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Ilccompnuicd with three c1H~CI'S, and hUlI\ching out 
inLo the riycl', we wero soon out of their sight. 

Notwithstanding his recent urtful proceedings, this 
old mftn had behaved to us with the most attentive 
hospitality, in. which he wns imitated by his pl'incipnl 
people, ·who woro us friQndly to us as wo could desi r~. 
We could not expect that the first flow of feeling 
and generosity should continue. "'VllntcVCI' is 
violent," it has been often remarked, "is soldom 
lnsting;" and when this rcmnrk is flpplicd to the 
passions of unlettered and ullciviliscd mun, surely 

. wo ought not to be surprisecl at tbeir advances of 
fdondship becoming less frequent, and their hospi­
tality deoreasing with their ndmirution. 

It. is inconcciyuhle what difficulties we hn.vc expe~ 
l'ienced in ebtaining ]laddles fer eur CttllQO i no. whore 
have we fcund lleoplo willing to seU us au)', and, 
\lntil we reachcd ZUg'OZlli, \\'0 could ind\lcc no cne 
to. spare us n l)o.ddle.; thcy would not ae it fer the 
wOl'ld, IIcwe\'ol', at ~rndjic, Ilud cther J)lnces, we 
returned the hespitaliLy which \\'c rcceived from Lho. 
dliefs, by suffering Olll' mOll Lc go. ouL at night, when 
iL was dnrk, and whon the villagers were asleep, 
nnd ston.l what we found an ill\'incible difficulty in 
pl'ccurillg by fail'ol' mcans. The paddlc8 thus ob~ 
taincd werc cOlloealed from their o.Wnor8, and from 
CUI' ill~ntltured Nouffio guide, in the bottom of a 
oanoo, under a quontity of l~l:lts; nnd thougl\ cur 
mo.u '\'C1'o. suspcctcd of t,ho otlencc, yet we were per­
mitted to pass en ulll.Uolcsted. It wns by stich menn 
llnd unwor tllJ' sllifts as these that we found oUl'So.h1CS 
in n condition. this lllol1ling of proceediug down tho 
Niffol', fol' tlw first timo, without any 'foroign assist~ 
nn;e wbn.tcyol'. "Vo wor~ overjoyed at this, fO l' 

netwug Gnn bo maN irksomo and ull))len-stLnt than to 
he nt the beck and w\dol' the control of an interosted 
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guide or messenger, to stop -the cnnoe whenever he 
mny think fit, and to land at e,'ery town which might 
!:mit his own convenience. It is pleasant. very 
ploasant, to ftel that one is his own mnster. 

As we have already said, Zngozhi was soon out 
of sight; but though we journcyed with tolerable 
rapidity. the city of Rabba. remained long in view. 
'Ye fo.ncied a.t first that we were pursued from thence 
by sevoral canoes which wore filled w'ith people, but 
we loo.rnt soon ruter that they were engaged in tracIe, 
and oul), llUrsuing their customary avocations, The 
breadth of the channol between Zagozhi and Rabba . 
is not more tblm two miles in our estimation, and 
the llircction of it o.bout south·cas't. Our course fl'om 
tJ\O Inmliug·rll\eo W0.8 along the shore of the island, 
on tho H£l,bbn side. for about twenty minutes. 
wh(\il we arrived at its extremity. 1'he ~ river then 
ran cast. and its brcndth appeared to be. about four 
miles. 

A little before nine .\.)r. we passed a forry. where 
we obsened :J, great many canoes crossing :md TC· 

crossing with passengers and horses to tho Yarriba 
side. On inquiry. we found that they were going to 
0\0 market of Alorie, This is tho same place men­
tioned IlS lying to the south-west of Ko.tunga. ~\. 
rang~ of low hills appeared on each side of the riYer 
l\S fllr IlS the eye could discern, but at some little 
wshlllce from the bn.uk, sometimes nbout ihe miles: 
aud wo pa~sed along the side of l\ lll.rgc eoue-shapcd 
hill. completely detached from the range, nnd risil\~ 
with abruptness at a. few paces only from the water'~ 
ed~e. The borders of the riYCI' were exceedingly 
tbt. low. and swampy, nnd appeared ns thougb tl1i~y 
were l\t\liialJ~T overflowed. for trees aUlI shrubs were 
shooting up in m<lDy placcs ont of the boJy of th~ 
\YlltCt'. 
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vVe observed several large and small towns as we 
paddled along, all of them. in situations extremely 
low, which gave them a truly uncomfortable and 
wretched appearance. Besides fish, the principal 
food of the inhabitants is rice, of which they cultivate 
vast quantities. The rice-grounds are now almost aU 
inundated; some of them arc as much as three or 
fOUi miles from any perceptible human habitation. 

\Ve made no stop w"hatever on tbe river, not e\'cn 
at. meal-t.imes, our men suffering the canoe to glide 
down with the stream while they weTC eating their 

. food. At five in the afternoon they nIl complained 
of fatigue, and we looked around us for a landing­
placo, where we might rest awhile, but we could find 
llano, for every village which we saw after that hour 
was unfortunately situated behind large thick morasses 
and slougby bogs, t.brough which. after various tedious 
and proyo!Ung trials, we found it impossible to pene­
trate. We were employed three hours in the afternoon 
in endeavouring to find tl landing at SOllie village; 
and though we saw them distinctly enough from 
the water, we could not find a passage through the 
morasses, behind which they lay. Therefore we 
were compelled to relinquish the attempt, and con­
tinue our course on the Niger. VVe passed several 
beautiful ' islands in the course of the day, all cult i­
yated and inhabited, hut low and Bat. The width of 
tho I'i\'er appeared to ,ary considerably; sometimes 
it seemed to be two or three miles across, and at 
others double that widul. The current drifted us 
along yory rapidly. and we guessed it to be running 
at the rate of three or four miles an hour. The 
direction of the stream continued nearly east. 

The day had been osccssively warm, llnd the sun 
set iv Beauty and grandeur, shooting fort.h roys tinged 
with the most radiant hues, which estended to the 
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zonith. Ne"ert~e1css, the oppearallce of the firma­
ment, nll-glorious os it was,· betokened n. coming 
!.'torm; tho wina whistled wildly through the tnJl 
rushes, and darkness soon covered the earth like 0. 

"cil This rendered us D10re nnxious than eyer to 
land somowhere', wo cared not where, and to endea­
vour to procure elleiter for the night, if not in a 
"mage, o.t least under a tree. Accordingly, rallying 
the drooping spirits of our mon, we encouraged them 
to renew their exertions by setting them the example, 
nnd our canoe darted silently and s".utly down the 
eurt·ent. "r C were enabled to steer her rightly by 
the yivilllless of the lightning, which flashed across 
tho Water continually, and by this means, also, we 
could lIistinguish nny danger before us, and avoid the 
num('rou~ sruall islands with which the river is inter­
"porscd. and" hich othcf,,;se might haTe embarrassed 
\1S ~l'r) seriously. But though we could percei~e 
ahllo~t dose to us se,·orn1 Inmps b11ruing in oomfort­
able-looking huts. and could plainly distinguish the 
yoices of their occupants; and though we exerted all 
our strcngth to get at them, we were foiled in every 
tlttcUl})l, by renson of the sloughs and fens, and we 
w('re at last obliged to abandon them in dcspa5r. 
Some of these lights, o.fter leading us a long way, 
elude<l our search, and mnished from our sight like 
M\ '!l"i,~ fatuus. and others danced a.bout 'We knew 
not how nor where. But whl\t was more vexatious 
than all. after we had got into an inlet, and toiled 
ant! tu~gC{t for a full balf hour against the current. 
whi('h ill this little channel was uncommonly rapi.d. 
to nppl'onch n ,;Jlage from which we thought it 
flawed. both villago and lights seemed to sink into 
the earth, the sound of tho people's voices ceased 
I,r n ~udden. and "hen we fancied wo were actunlh· 
clt)~c to the spot, we strained our eyes in "30m to see 
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a single hut-all was gloomy. dismal, cheerless. and 
solitalJT. It seemed the work of enchantment; every 
thiug was as visionary as « sceptrcs grasped in sleep." 

'Ve had paddled along the banks a distance of not 
less than thirty miles, every m<:h of which we had 
nttelltivcly examined, but not a bit of dry laud could 
anywbere be discovered which was firm enough to 
bear our weight. Therefore we resigned ourseh-es to 
circumstances, and all of us having been refreshed 
,\;th a little cold rice and honey. and ,rater from the 
stream, we permitted the cnnoe to drift dO\nl with 
the cnrrent, for OUi men were too much fatigued 
with the In10urs of the day to work any longer. But 
here It fresh evil arose, which we were unprepared to 
meet. An incredible number of hippopotami arose 
very ncar us, and came plashing, snorling, and plnng~ 
ing, all round the canoe, and placed us in immincnt 
danger. 1'hinking to frighten them off, wc fired a 
shot or two at them, but the noise only called up 
from the wuter, and out of the fens. about as many 
more of their unwieldy companions, and 'We were 
more closely beset than before. Our people. who 
had never, in all their lives, been exposed in u. canoe 
to such huge and fonniclublc beasts. trembleci-:with 
fcol' and apprehension, and absolutely WCI)t aloud; 
nnd their t.errOl" wus not u. little increused by tho 
drclldful peals of thunder whieb rattled over their 
heads, und by the nwful darkness which prevailed, 
broken at illtcrvnls by flashes of lightning, whose 
J)owerful glure was truly awful. Our people tell us, 
that these f"onuidable animals frequently upsot calloes 
in the I"i\'el", when everyone in them is surc to perisb, 
These cume so closc to us, that wo could rench them 
with tllO butt end of n, gun, "Vhen I nred at the 
nl'st, which I must lUlYe hit, ovcry one of thcm cumo 
to Ule surface of tho watcr, and pursued lll) so fast over 
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to the north bank, that it was with tbo grcatest 
difficulty imnginablo we could keep before them. 
ila.ying tired u. second time, the report of my gun 
waa followed by fI. loud. roaring noilSc, and wc seemed 
to incrense our distance from them. There wore 
two Bornou mon among our crew, who were not so 
frightened as the rest, hn\;ng seon some of these 
Cl'eatUt't~8 bt'fol'c on Lake 'fehnel, where. they soy. 
plonty of them abound. 

llowcycr, the terrible hippopotami aid us no kind 
of mischief whatcyol' j no doubt, at first whell we 
iutl"rruptcd them. th<'y were only sporting and wnl­
lowing in the river for their own n.musement: hut 
hl\d tbey upset our canoe, ,,"0 should huyc paid deurly 
t\lI'lt. 

\Yo ob~cl'Yl'd 1\ bank on the north side of the riycl' 
shortly nfter this, nnd I proposed halting on it for tho 
night. for I wi,hcu much to put my foot on firm land 
flgl\in. This. howcvcr, not oue Of the crew- would 
oom.R~nt to; i':aying, thnt if the Gell~oK' Roua. or water­
dcphnnt. did not kill the-m, the crocodiles certainly 
would do so before the morning, nnd I thought after­
ward!l that wo might bayo becn carried off, liko tho 
Cumbric people on the islands neal' laoorie. if we 
hl\d tried the experiment. Om cnuoe is ouly large 
enough to hold us aU when sitting. so that we have no 
chtmcc of lying d()wn. lind we bl"on ablo to lUU1:'tter 
up thirty thou!-'and cowries at Habbn, we migbt ha\'e 
rurcha~cd one which would ha\'e clm·icJ us all \'cry 
I.'umfortablr. A cano(' of this sort. would luwc seryed 
tH for Udng in entirely; we should han~ hall no 
o""('<\S\OI) to lant! eXl"cpting to obtain our provision:'!: 
(lnd ba\'ing p('riimllcd our dllY's journey. might han~ 
o.llchort~ll f('t\l'k'~IJ a_ night. 

l;oilldiu~ wc could not induce 0\11' people to land. 
we agrccd to continuo on all night. The eastern 
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horizon became very dark, and the lightning more 
and more vivid; indeed, we never recollect baying 
seeD such strong forked lightning before in our li,es. 
All this denoted the approach of a stann. At eleven 
P. M. it blc~\v somewhat stronger than a gale, Qud nt 
midnight the storm was at its height. The wind was 
so furious, that it swept the water over the sides of 
the canoe several times, so that she was in danger of 
filling. Driven a.bout by the wind, our frail little 
bark became unmanagenble; but at length we got 
ncar a bank, which in some measure protected us, 
and we were fortunate enough to lay hold of a. thorny 
tree, against which we wcrc dnnn, and which was 
growing nearly in the centre of the stream. Pre­
sently we fastened the canoe to its branches, and 
wrapping our cloaks round our persons, for we felt 
overpowered with fa,tigue, and with our legs dangling 
half o~er the sides of the litde vessel into the water. 
which for want of room we were compelled to do, we 
lay down to sleep. There is something, I believe, 
in the nature of n tempest which is favourable to 
slumber, nt least $0 thought my brother: for though 
the thunder continued to roar, and t.he wind to rage, 
-though the rain beat in our faccs, and our canoe 
lay rocking like a cradle, still be slept soundly. The 
wind kept blowing ha.rd from the eastward till after 
midnight, when it became calm. The rain then 
descended in torrents, accompanied with, thunder and 
lightning of tIle most awful description. We lay in 
our canoe drenched with rain, and our little vessel 
was filling so fast, that two people were obliged to be 
consta.ntly baling out the water to koop her n:Hon.t. 
The water.elephant.s, as the nntives term the hippo­
potnmi, frequently CnIDC snortil'~· near us, but fortu· 
natcly did not touch Ollr canoo. 

The rain contiU\\cd until three in the morning of 
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the 17th, when it became clear, and we saow the stru-s 
spl\rkling like gems oyer our hends. Therefore, we 
ag:lin proceeded 011 our journey down the river, there 
being sufficient light for us to see oW' way i and two 
hour~ after we put into a small, insiguificillit fishing 
villago, called Ducannie, where we landed very 
gladly. Before wo an-ivcd at th.is island, we had 
ptl~ed Il. gl't~at mnoy native towns aud villages j but 
ill consequonce of the enrly hour at which we were 
trtlvelling, wo considered it would bo impntdcnt to 
stop at auy of them, as nono of the natives wero out 
of their hut~. Had we lauded earlier, cven ncar one 
of the~e towns, we might havo warmed the inhabit 
nnt~, t\1ll1 been taken for l\ party of robbers, or, 
nA they afO cnUcd in the country, Jacall-ees. They 
would. lu\Yo tnken up {urns against us, and we might 
hose lotlt (Illl' lives; so that for our own safety we. 
('ontinueu do" 1\ the river. although we had a great 
lil~~ir., to hI'() on shore. 

In the ('ou~e of the day and night we travclled, 
a~col,ling to our oml estimatiou, a distance little 
"hort of u. hundred miles. Ow' course was nearly 
l~a<l;t. The Niger in many places, and for a con­
~ideru.ble way, presented a. very mllguificent appenr­
tlUet', tmel we believe it to luwe been nearly eight 
lUilc~ in width. 

~""ItIl,fa!I, Odobe,. I 7tll.-AJter {h'ying our persons 
:11HI wd clothes before largo fires which we had 
kindled for tho purpose, we sat down at the root of 
tl [ret', nntl rnrtook of Il. meagre fefreshment of rico 
and hOI1l')', "-hile we were at breakfast. the pro­
mi,..cu mC!'l~cngcr from Zagozhi aITiycd at. the village, 
in:) Canoe of his 0\\-0, and came up to us, and intro­
dU~t'tl hilU!oIctf, lIe said th(\t he had followed OUt 

tr3('k duriug the night, llud had heard tho report of 
OU1' gUlls; but though he stroYC to come up with us, 
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yet he had not been able. The hippopotami had 
annoyed him in t.he same manner as they had us, 
and had given him much apprehension and uneasi­
ness, but bod done his canoe no manner of injury. 
,"Ve fOlmd seyeral FoJatau Mallams on the island, 
who have been sent by the chief of Rubba for t.he 
purpose of instructing the nat.ives in t.he Mohamme­
dan faith. The island is inhabited by Nouffie fisher­
men, a hurroless, inofi'eu.sivc race of men, who only 
a few weeks ago were obliged to abjw'e their pagan 
deities for t.he Koran, wllether against their inclina­
tion or othef'l;'<ise. This is anot.her of the effects of the 
Falat.ah,s spreading their conquests over the country. 
,\Vberever they become musters, the Mohammedan 
religion follows, In consequence of Ederesa ha ring 
relinquished his authority in favour of MallllID. Dendo, 
his subjects have become Mohammedans, and t.hiS 
faith will, no doubt, shortly spread through Yarriba. 

The- Mallams were attentive and civil to us as 
IItrilugers, and directed the nath'es to find firewood 
for us, and bring it to our encampment, for which, 
in return, we made them tl. present of a fe'W needles. 

It was bet.ween nine and ten in the morning l when 
the guide desired us to proceed omnml. u-l]d promised 
to follow us in a few minutes. With this urreuge­
ment. we cbeeJfully complied, and instantly pushed 
oft' the shore, for, of all persons, a messenger lS the 
most unpleasant. companion; hc is fond of procrasti­
nation, sullen when rebuked. and stops at every 
paltry villnge wherein he fancies tlnlt he cnn levy 
his contributions without the fear of intcm.lption, 

At ten A.U. we observed several mountains of 
singular and pict.uresquo appearnncc) which nrc situ­
nted n. few miles beyond t.hc extreme borders of t.l).e 
river, bearing nort-h-east of us. They appeared like 
three complete sugar-loaves. 'With little hills about 
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tbem. And shortly afterwards we cnme in sight of 
othor mountains, yet more interesting and romantic j 

but these were yory eleyated, and 'so f3r before us, 
that they could banUy ·be distingllished from faint 
hlue douds. Among them were table-hills, and 
uthcrs which formed perfect cones, whilst others 
agnin wero of the most grotesque and unshllpely 
description. By wbat we could sec. we were of opinion 
thnt they formed a regu1al' chain of mowltains. 

The messenger whom we left behind lIt Dacannie 
soon o"ertook us. in pUl'lSUnncC' of his agl'cement, and 
kept U& company till we drcw near to two ci.ties of 
prodigious extent, one on ench side of the riYer. and 
d.ill'l'tlJ O})I)O\'Iito N1Ch other. The bench was lined 
with the CUnl)l,~S of their inhn.hitunts. To tha.t lying 
on tlUt" right. the guille expressed his intention 
of going, 1\1\..1. eudeo,loul'cd ttl entice us wil.h Dlany 
JH'Omi~t'8 to OCt'ompany him thcrc. but this we 
l't.-'fu:-t.,a, for we hat.! pr~yiously fom.led a resolution to 
hll~bnlHl our resource::; to the utmost of our abilit'?; . 
nnd wdl knowing, likewise, th(' number nOll rapacity 
of the I. grt.~nt llen." who ex})cct presents in alllargc 
h)wU~. n.nd the detention to which we should be 
~ubjectcd in them, we had made up ourmillds to land 
Ilt little Illlmlet,l only (uulc::s compelled to alter this 
nrrangeUlcut fl'Ql\\ cirewnstnuces). wheN we might 
tit) jll~t us we ],1('05('11. without being ameno.blc for 
ou\' fll'tions to those powerful. beinws who are t't~·l('d 
the •. miqh(,/) of the earth . 

.r.\.. ccot~lin·.g"l~-, we parted comp:m~-. and took our 
h:'lwe ~f tIll' Zflgozhi me8..~cnger, who agreed to 
fl.'lhlW us t\~ before. and in an hour I\fterward~. which 
WIlS. nhout the middle of the day. we put in at a :;;mall 
,-iliage. situntcd ('In nn island ('ailed GlIl1g0. The 
htn\l..s llt.)W bccamc high amI beautifully clllth-ated. 
Un out" right we pas8.."t.l m3ny villuges and towllS, 
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and on our left, the mountains before mentioned. 
Palm-trees grew .in profusion, and the t-owns and 
villages were not more thun two or t,hree miles from 
each other. 'Ye observed some hundreds of large 
canoes, with a hut in their middle, passinO' alODO" the 
r1\'cr, some crossing and recrossing to the opposite 
banks, while others were pursuing. their course along 
them. They mostly seemed to contain families of 
people, for while the mon were paddling, the women 
and girls were singing t-o a. guitar with. their little 
delicate Yoices, and produced a very pretty effect, 
'When we I)Qsscd close to any of their canoes, they 
would suddenly stop their-music and e~claim "Ki ki 
rna 71enee aeM ehiken zhila.gee 1" repeatedly, expre..~­
iug the utmost astonishment, both in their features 
and gestures_ 'Ve got this translated for us by 
Pascoe, and it signifies, , .. Oft dear 1 oh dear 1 tchat 
do I $€e t'n that canoeJ" The" ki 7.,"'l'" is aridently 
an exclamation of sW'prise, and might be rendered 

• "oh! " only; but our iutorpreter gaye us his own 
trans1ntion, and wo have accordingly preserye(l it. 
We coutent.ed ourselves with 11 look at the innocent. 
black fnces of these damsels, iUld passed on. 'Ve 
find tha.t till the Yarriba side of the river is des£!:lcd 
by the natives, "ho huye fled into the country, and 
left the Falatahs in quiet possession of all their towns 
and villages. 

The rirer ncar this islnnd takes a sUght bend to 
tbe southward of east; the current contiuues to run 
very rapidly, and the breadth of the rirer is from 
three to fiye miles, according to our estimation. This 
islHmt is about a mile flUd a half in circumference. 
lying neady in the middle of the riYer. Here, for 
the first time since leaving the coast, we could not 
make ourselYes understood. ,Vo could muster up 
:lh'e different, languages _spoken by tlle Africans, but 
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the naussa language was not eyen unde1'Stood here, 
nor nuy othor that we couJd speak; so wo had re­
courso to signs and motions, and soon made the 
unt ives comprehend thnt we wanted something to eat, 
and n hut to sleep ill for tbe night. The choico of 
SCYCl'ru empty ones was quickly offered u.s, which 
wore all equally comfortless n.nd miserable, Oll account 
of thc lo"\\'Ucss of the \~Uagc. part of which was oyer­
{lowed by the rin!r. nowe\,er, we took possession of 
ono which is lUnda of wicker-work, rather for the 
benefit of cool and fresh air. than from any other 
advantage peculiar to itself, for it is built in a. splashy 
situation. and n strcnlll of water from the Niger rushes 
ovor hfllf its floor, The other pn.rt of it was cleaneJ 
out for U!I, nnd we endeavoured to make ourselves 
comfortable. Shortly after, 0. large bowl of boiled 
corn. and nnothcr of ti.:;h, ·were sent to us, together 
with nhont ten ponoUs of the flesh of hil)popotami . 

. The fVfUl(lr we were quite contcnkd with, but as for 
flhe lntter. being nearly nil fot, we could not fancy it, 
and accontingly gn,o it to Qur people. They :were 
not 1\ littlo nmusecl ot this delicncy on our part, for 
they assurcct us it was the fincst meat they hod e"f"Cr 
tasted. amI it forms n principal part of the food of 
the nati\·c~. 

Tho nath-es of Gungo seem to be a mild, ino£fen~ 
siYe, quiet. nud good-natured people. They procuro 
n liwlihooU rumost :solely by fishing, and the fruits 
(If their In.bo\U· nrc exchanged with their neighbours 
for coro and ,oms. Ahout sunset. the inhabitants of 
tho" hole ishi.nd. amounting to about a hun\'ln.'tl men, 
Woml'll. and ehildNn, dn~<ts~'d in yeTY decent apparel, 
aud heade(1 h~' their chief, 1\ ,cucmblo old mnn. paid 
u::> l\ visit. The chief Wl\~ dres::led in the Mohrunedan 
eostmue. a.nd he olTnngcd his peoplC'. nnd mndo them 
~it. down I'()\ltul our hut in the most orderly wanner. 

YOLo 11. L 
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rrhey remained in this situation about aD hour, satis· 
fying their curiosity in looking at us, and making 
their remarks to each other, cX"pressil'c of amazement 
and delight j d~g wruch lime, signs only could be 
understood between us. The men evinced no alarm, 
but the women, and pretty litHe plump-faced chil­
dren," woro much frightened by our white faces, and 
seemed not a little glad to get n:way. Before they 
retired, we distributed about two hundred needles 
among them, and tbey went away highly pleased 
with their prescnt. 

:Jffmday, October IStk.-The morning dull and 
cloudy. At a little after six, everything was in 
readiness for our departure. As we were nOOut to 
launch out into the stream, the chief came down to 
the \YO-ter-side, and presented us with n· piece of 
hippopotamus flesh, in n. clean white calabash, ex­
l)ressive of his gratitude for our visit. lJ.'his meat 
was pronoullced by our 1)001'10 to be rich and delicious. 
':Ve presented him with a hundred needles, and the 
young girls who had brought us the provisions. with 
n. fow beads. They were much I)lease(l with our 
presents, nnd I have no doubt our visit ho.s made au 
impression on their minds that will not be casily 
offaced. HONing rend prayers to our people, n. cus­
tom which we have OCo\'er neglected either morning 
01' evening, we bnde adieu to the Ohief of Guugo 
nnd his people. 'l'hey wero assembled at the rivol' 
side to sec us go, and as our cunoe left the shore, 
they all lifted their hands, wishing us n. pl'ospcrou!t 
jow·ney. 

'Ve had not been on the wn tel' more than half an 
hour after leaving Gungo, before the wind roso to tl 

gale, causing tho rivor to be agitated like n. sen, and 

.. Nogro children, wheu very yeung. aro gOIlCl'ally intercstit% 
o\'on to a. EuropellD. 
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our canoe tossed about like a cocoa-nut shell. It 
also rnincd heo.yily, insomuch that in a moment we 
were wetted to the skin, and our canoe soon became 
half-filled with water. 'Ve were then in the middle 
of the river, and in danger of sinking every instant. 
Our men struggled hard to pull the canoe among the 
rushes on tho right bank, for the Imrpose of holding 
on by them till the wind and rain should u.bate, nnd 
the water become smooth. It was not without great 
exertion that this was effected, for the wind was 
against us, the water was in commotion, and our 
frogile little vessol, as a sailor would express it, 
.. shipped sovornl seas." No sooner had we got. into 
the morass, and ·were congratulating ourselves on 
our dl..'liYcl'ance, than a frightful crocodile, of pro­
digious l'Iiz(', sprang forth from his retreat, close to 
the Cl\ooe, and pluu.!"l'Cd underneath it with extra­
ordilU\l'Y yjolcnce. to tho nmazCmc.ut and terror of us 
all: we had cyidcntl,V disturbed h.i.m from his sleep. 
IIe WTIS tho lnrgcst I CYcr saw; aud had hc touched 
our ennoc, would h{\\"c upset it. The rain, io addi­
tion to tho wa.ter that washed io from the riYer oyer 
tho bows of our canoe, employed three persons con­
stautly bttling to keep her afloat. 

Tho wind aud rain luwing subs.ided, we left our 
rotreat about half-p3st eight, nnd kept on down the 
rivor. 

About tcn in tho morning. we arriycd opposite n. 
largo yillage. ,,~hich is situated all a low·, flat island; 
and the current at this place rushing with the im­
p~tuooity of n torrent o)'('r 1\ broad sand bank, not­
withl$tanding wo exerted aU our powers to avoid it, 
we were completely foiled; tho Cilnoc became uu­
ntilnl\gcnblc ; wo wero carried along with irrcsistible 
velocity; aud in less than two minutes she Etruck 
against thc roof of a hut which wns covered with 

L2 
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watcr, Dy the sudden nnd forcible shock which the 
canoe hel'eby sustained, ono of our men wns thrown 
with violence overbonrd, but the others, more for. 
Lnnate, clung to the boughs of 0. treo. Though tho 
CUI'l'Ont was so excoedingly rapid, tho water was very 
Ilhallow, and tho man was enabled to join his COIn· 
pnllions shoJ'tly afterwards; he u.ppenred more 
f]'ightencd than hurt. Tho village is nearly washed 
away, with the excoption of nbout (I. dozen houses, so 
high nre tho waters of the rh'cr. ,Yc observed a 
number of lorge canoes reeeiying the inhabitants in 
them, for the llUrpose of cOnyoyillg thew to the main 
Innd. 

At Zogozhi, we }lad been stl'ongly recommonded 
10 put into a largo and importnnt tradiug town, called 
!!.!/f/f,l, which WI\S reporteel to bo three days' journey 
down tho rivor fl'om t.honco, and wo hael been pr~ 
milled n. guide 01' messcngel' to accompo.ny liS thither, 
but wo 110."0 ndtller heard nor seen anything of bim 
Ilinoo yesterdo.y. Deyond Egg-a, it is so.id tJ10 Fo.lat.nh 
intol'o:>t docs not extend, nnd by nll acconnts, after 
h."a.\'ing thnt plnco, tho bnn1;,s of the Nigel' nrc inhn· 
bited by difforent raecs of peoplo. who 0.1'0 less gentle 
o.N} hmll('lno. nnci not so civilised ns tho Noufnnohie. 
Wo hn(t so far procco(\C'(\ without tho guide, bool\uso 
he did not chooso to keep up ,,",ith \IS, and becauso 
wo wonlcl not consont to wnit for him, Bnt hare, 
fl'o)\\ 1ll0liYes of p,'udGnoo, wo thonght ]>ropol' to mnlco 
inq'li]'ics conoerning tho ]~gg(l. wo ho.d been told of, 
l()~t by any J\)elms wo ShOl1ld pnss it, without seoing 
it ; I11Hl wo W01'O l)Cl'Suo.cled, shoulcl this be tho cnsa, 
thnt tho difHon1ty of pulling bnok ngninst. the OlU'rent 
would bo insupornblo. 'l'hcl'ofol'o, wo nppronellocl o.s 
ncal' tho villuga flS wo oould, nnd Ilnlloocd nnd bawled 
to tho inhnbitlmtfl. 801\10 of whem wo could observe 
luloe.deop in wntol', wnlking about tho streots i but 



RrnR SOENE-RY. 149 

thcy were at so grcat a. distanc~ fram our canQe l or 
so busily employed in their own concerns, that it is 
probable they did not pelfectly understand thc Duture 
of am inquiries, and their answers were too indistinct 
for us to comprohend their meaning. Howcyer, in­
steucl of answcl'ing our questions, two or three Mnllam 
priests gn"e us to understand that the Niger haa been 
marc than usualiy full this season; that it overflowed 
its no.tural boundaries, and washed away a considerable 
portion of their ,;Uago. which was apparent from the 
groat numbcr of frnmes of huts which wo had seen 
stuck in the Sllml outsido, more especially the circular 
tops of them, which had no vory odd appearance in 
the river. Tho remains of the village are e,cn now 
half under wl"ter, and tho unfortunate inhabitants 
must tht:lrdore be in ycry great distress, 

Soeing t,hat we could gather no fw·ther information 
from these villagers, wo left tho place, and shortly 
nftt:lt"lvnrds came il.brcnst of those remarkable ruoun­
tains which wo saw beforo us yesterday. They ap~ 
ponrc.d now" iu tho shape of three {lOot table mountains, 
and ~ocmcd to be very close to the riyol'. One or 
two of them exhibit a Ilcrfect picture of bar1'enness 
and sterility; others are covered with stuntcd yeg('~ 
tation: but others, again, appear more fcrtile, being 
cllltivated wi.th earn almost to their summits, and 
hayc a n~l'y agrcellblo aplleilrnnce, At their bases 
:~ seNrru. pleasant-looking villages. most charmingly 
situated. nud embellished with hill nnll goodly trees. 

J ow'ucying along by the sille of them, we obsencd 
a lUoantnin (\ long way to the castwnrd of us. who~ 
summit resembled an immense dome, At mid-duy. 
WI,) sh.'ppcd uwhile llt a smtill islanJ to obtain the 
necessary lllforruation respecting Egga.; but could 
oulJ lct\rn that thl\t to,Vll was still a grent way off. 
A lorgo Fularoh canoe, with musician.$ all board, 
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followed us bere~ nnd for some distance after we had 
left it, but we do not think with nnyhostile intention. 

At· four in the afternoon, our men were tired with 
their exertions, nnd complained sadly of fntirrue and 
exhaustion, so that we were i"ildueed to put °in at a 
small island called F%. where we resolved to sleep. 
The ri"er to-da), has been "cry sel1)entinc ; its geneml 
course soutb-east and enst-south-east ; and its breadth 
from two to six miles. 

Aftel' we had landed, a roan, who asserted that he 
had just arriyed from FtUlda, introduced himself to 
our notice. lie states tbat it is three days' journey 
from bence down tho Niger to the frontiers of thnt 
kingdom i and that its metropolis. which is of the 
snme name, is situated at an equal dist.ance inland 
from the water-side i so that. if tbis informntion be 
true. it will bo utterly impossible for liS to yisit the 
city of Fundn. as it was our intention t.o do, for we 
ore witl\out borses, and the means of procuring them; 
and the attempt to penetrnto so great a distance 
through the bush, ill our present hrnguid and debi­
litnted stllte, would be irnprncticnbIc, and highly 
i.mproper. Besides. what presents huyc we to offer 
to tho king? 

For the first tilDO since 1em·jug Yaniba, we saw a 
cocoa-nut this eyeruug. which gayO us infinite plen­
)lUr('. On inquiring where it grew, we wore told that 
it had been brought from a pillCe nenr the sea, seyon 
~Iuys' j oW'llC)" from Fofo. 'l'he evening \;as fur ad­
"nnced beforo i\ hut could anywhero be fOlmd for our 
reception, owing. it was said, to tlle absence of the 
chief; nor did wo experience, on bis return to the 
villagc, the slightest degree of kindncss or hospitality. 
In the course of the day we obsen'ed a great Dumber 
of hippopotami as wo cnUla down tho riYer, and mnny 
cnnOQS of n Jorgo size. Tho consternation of tho 
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people at seeing us wns yery great j they gazed at us 
with vacant countenances, and never once thought of 
asking llS if we wanted a hut or anything to eat. 
,Yo had been an hour with them, undergoing their 
SCfut,iny. and affording them subject for their remarks, 
whon two Rn.bba messengers came to us, saying, that 
os nOIlQ of the people of Fofo had oifere(1 llS a hut. 
we were welcome to theirs. ,"Ye accordingly accepted 
their offer, and were glad to get under their protec­
tion. ' V c had not been hero long, before three large 
calabashes of cakes, made of Indian coru, fried in 
l)alm oil, were scot to us by the women, who it seems 
take much more interest in us than the men, and we 
woro quite ready for our meal. 

Tlu' chief has kept aloof from us, being in trouble 
at presont, from not having a. sufficient number of 
cowri('~ to pay his annual taxes to Rabba, for which 
IlU1])Qse. it seems, the messongers are here. It is 
l'Ul)tolllarr to allow them a cert-ait number of days to 
do this, t\lt the expiration of which time, if the tribute 
bo not paid. tho messengers watch their opportunity, 
Bnd carry off one Of two of the inhabitants. These 
nre then sold in the market at Rabba as sla.ves, and 
their ]lroduce pays the tax. The same custom we 
had seen practised at Lever, eyen after the tax had 
been Imid. 

W'c hayc pas...<ted many islands to-llny. The Nouffie 
bank i::; high aud hilly, but woil cultivated. There 
t:ecm to be mnny yillages, and much cultivation on 
both sides. 

Tuesda!l. Octooer 19th.-Htn;ng taken a slight 
brea.killl)t. wo were not unmindful of the attentions 
of our femalo friencls yesterday, and returned their 
k.inili\e~ with a pa.per of needles, and it was gratif:dng 
to see them so thankful. \\T e were informed b,,~ the 
Faliltnh. messengers. tha.t we shaJ.I pass the CoodOouia 
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river this morning, the sam" that I crossed on the 
fOmlor mission ncnr Cuttup. We gave them 0. few 
buttons, nnd parted very good friends. The morning 
was dull nnd cloudy, and showers feU occasionally, 
but as tho weather cleared up a little before eight 
o'clock, A,M., we embraced tho opportu.oity of quitting 
the island of FoCo. Some of the people hereabouts 
display as little curiosity at seeing us, as if we had 
been as blnck as themselves. In half nn hour we 
observed and passed a river of tolerable size, which 
entered the Niger from the northward. This is no 
doubt the Coodoonia. which the Falatnhs mentioned. 
Tho banks this morning have exhibited n more beau­
tiful appearance than we had ob.served for several 
days before j no,rcrtbclcss, they wnnted the charm of 
novelty to recommend them, Very elevated land 
appeared on eo.<:11 side of the river, as fur as could be 
seen j which uppeared to be fonned of a range of hills, 
extending from north-north-enst to south-south-ll"est, 
At cleven o'clock we touched n.t a large \illagc to 
inquire whereabouts Eggn loy. and wero iuformed 
thnt we had not a long way to go, 'Ye journeyed 
oDwards for an bour~ wben wo })erceiyed n: large 
ho.ndsome town behind 0. deep momss, Se,·oro.l little 
inlets led through it to the town, distant o.bout three 
miles from the bank of the river, whicb, ns we drow 
nenr, we learnt WfiS tho plo.ce of which wo werc in 
quest. It was the long-sought Egg-a, and we instantly 
proceeded lip n. crook to tho landing-plnec. Tho town 
is upwards of two miles in lcngtb, and we wero struck 
with tho immense numbor of large bulky calloes 
wwch lay oj}' it, and which wero filled with trading 
commodities, and nU k~d8 of merchandise which QTf;l 

common to tho eOlmtry. Thoy also had huts in 
thorn, like tho cnnoes we hnd seeu before. All of 
thelU had blood .smctU'cd on tboir storns, and fonthors 
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stuck in it as a charm or presernlth'e againi:it robbers 
and the evil-disl)Osecl. 

W' e h olted a few minutes before landing, no one 
hll.\·ing convoyed intelligence of our nrl'i\'al to the 
chief. A young FalMah was the first who invited us 
on shore. and we despa.tched Pascoe to the chief, to 
tell him who we wcre, aDd what we wanted. ITe 
quickJy roturned, saying that the old chief was ready 
to receive U~, and we immediately proceeded to his 
r csidence. 

In u. fe.w miuutes we nn-iycd at the Zollahe, or 
Elltrallcd Hut, in which we found the old man ready 
to receive us. ,Ye discoycrcd him squatting Oll u. 
cow's hide. t:lpl'cnd au the ground, smoking from a 
]lipc of about three yards long, Ilnd surrounded by a 
number of :Fu.latrn, u..ud several old :Mnilams. 'Ve 
wero welcomed in the most frieudly and conlin] 
mnnner, ami, as a mark of peculiar dis tinction, we 
werc invited to scat o\ll'se!ycs ncar the person of the 
chief. .TIe looked at U8 \\;th 8w'prise from head to 
foot, t\Ud told us that we wero strange-looking l)eople, 
and well worth seeing. Haring satisfied his curiosity, 
he sont fl>r all his old wives, that they might do the 
samc, but as we did not altogether rcli::;h so much 
t]uizziug. wo rc-qucsted to be sho,m to n. hut. The 
chief is a Ycry aged u..ud "cncmblc-looking man. w;th 
a IOllg white beard, and of morl"' pa.triarchal appear. 
I\.uc('. perhaps, than any ono ,,~ hnyc cn:or seen; yet 
he Ja,ughed, r layed. and trifled. like 0. child. A. house 
.. tit for n. king." to use his own expression, was 
speedily got ready for our reception; aud as 5000 as 
bo hl\.u lenrnt. with sw·pri~. that we subsisted on the 
Mme kiu(l of food us himself, we wero led to our 
dwdl.iug, and. bcfo~ ewning. ~ciycd a bowl of t,fah 
aud P:1'tl\~y from his ";\"05. '" c wore soon pestered 
with the visits of the Mallnms and tho chief's win.1s, 
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which latter brought us presents of goora-nuts as n 
sort of introduction to sec us. As soon as the news 
of our arrival spread through the town, the people 
flocked by hundreds to our hut, for the purpose of 
satisfying their curiosity with 0, sight of the white 
people. The Mallnms and the kings bad given us 
trouble enough, but the wbole population of Eggn. 
was too much for us, so we 'vere literally obliged to 
blockade the door.woys, nnd station three of our 
people at each to keep them away. At sunset, finding 
they could get no nearer to us, they departed, and we 
retired to rest in pence, for ',cwere in much want of it. 

The course of t.he ri,er to-day has been, for the 
most part, east-south-east; the width varying from 
two to £,'c or sh: miles. 

l,Vednesday, October 20th.-Denin and Portuguese 
cloths arc worn at Egg-a by many of its inhabitants, so 
that it would appear that SOlUe kind of communication 
is kept up between the scn-(:oast and this place. 
'11he people are ,-cry spccuJati\-e Bud enterprising, nnd 
numbers of them C0)1)loy all their time solely in 
trading up and down the Niger_ They live entirely 
in their canoes, oyer which they ha,e a. _ shed, that 
answers completely every purpose for which _ it is 
intended, so that, in their coustnnt peregrinations, 
thoy have no need of nuy other dwelling or shelter 
t,han tha.t which their eanoos afford them. Cocoo·nuts 
are sold about the streets in great qunntitics, and 
"Mious lit,tIe parcels of them hm'e been sent us from 
severn.! indiyjduals j but we understood ilint they nre 
import.ed from a neighbouring country, and are hero 
considered as very "nItta.blc. 

The chief ,;sitcd us n bout eight in the morning, 
nnd begged thnt we would nliow lilhis ",..ixes and prin· 
cipal people to come nnd see U8. ,"Ye could l10t but 
comply with his request i nod accordingly nll tho old 
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nnd young lndies ,;sited \1S, eneh bringing goora·nuts, 
or SOUle li ~tle present. They were vory inquisitive, 
fl nd l'cmo.ined with us much longer than we ,,;8hed ; 
nur hints had no effect ou them, and we were obliged 
to beo.r with their disagreeable society. The heat of 
the weather is excessive ; our doors and windows are 
often blocked up by people, and our room filled with 
these ,;sitors is scarcely tolerable. 'fhe ladies no 
sooner deported thnu they wero followed by a. party 
of Ulon, accompunied by one of the chief's people. as 
o Bort of introduction: anel in this manner was the 
greuter part of the day pnssed. 

Their belief that we possessed the power of doing 
anything WtlS at first nIllusing enough. but their im· 
porttmitirs went SIl fur that they became annoying, 
rrhcy npplll'll ttl us for charms to oyert wars and other 
notional cnlnmities, to ma.ke them rich, to l)oo,eot the 
l'l'ocodilcg from cnrrying off tho people, and for the 
dud of the Dtlhermcn to catch a c.\Ooe·load of fish 
(lH~ry <lny: euch request being accompanied ,,;th 
~I)ml' ~ort of pL'Cstnt, such as Coulltry.beor, goora·nuts. 
l'OCOtl-llUts, lcmollS, yams, rice, l~C" "in quantity pro­
pOLiionnte to the Ytllue of their request. 

'l'he curiosity of the l)eople to sec us is so intense, 
th:}t we unre not stir out of doors, and therefore we 
nrc compdlod to keep our door open all day long for 
the hendit of the air; and the only exercise which 
w(, can h,kc is by walking .round a~d round our hut 
like wild beasts in fI cage. Tho people stand gnzing 
I\t us with ,+~ihle ('motions of amazem()ut and terror; 
\ \ l' fifO ft:'garued, "in fart. in just the same light as the 
tlcfce"t tigers in Eugland. If we "\""C"llture to approach 
ttlO nenr the doorway, they rush backwards in a state 
{If the g-rMtest ,,In. 1 ami trephlation; but when we 
arc fit the opPo:;litc sido of tho hut, they draw as ncar 
ns their fears will pcnuit theu}, in silence amI caution. 
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But from an insolent Fuia.tnh, and one or two trouble~ 
some head~meu, whom it would be impolitic to offend, 
we have experienced infinitely more inconvenience-­
they have haunted us like evil spirits. These indi­
viduals enter our hut in the morning, and whatever 
we may ha\'e to do, they squat themselves down ou 
our mats with the most provoking effrontery, and arc 
unwilling to lenye us, except for So few moments at a 
time, till long after we lie down to rest. 

A II grent man," n. stranger, yjsited us to~day, 'nth 
an extraordinary display of native pomp, and he 
brought along with him n. pot of honey, which he 
presented as n. recoUlmendation. He was dJ.·essed in 
0. damask tobo of crimson silk, find the rest of his 
apparel cOITesponded with this piecG of finery. He 
informed us without solicitation that hG was an agent 
sent by the prince of Rabba to collect the tribute 
that was owing at the different villages along the 
banks of the Niger; nnd insinuated that in point of 
rank ho was superior to the old chief of Eggn, spell~ 
ing hurd for a l)l'cseut p1'OI)ortionablc to his boasted 
diguity. '1'his mau, who is nothing marc nor less thun 
tho chief of Rabba's tax~gathel'ers, was accompanied 
by two shl'ewd~looking Fnlalnhs, whoso part, it ap~ 
pem'ed, WfiS to impress us with a prol)el' idea of t.he 
great impol'tftnco of their friend. 'rhey spoke of him 
in the rughost terms to us, tolling us ho hacl come 
from n. great distance for the purpose of yisitillg us, 
and conc1nding their praises with n. request that we 
should make him n. present. Besides his damask 
tabe, he WO]'O large silk tl'owsers, n. turban /lnd red 
cnp. and red morocco slippers. However. we wanted 
I.he few things wo lu\d left to give to t.hose who could 
be of sen;ce to us, and we dotmeJ.ined on giving him 
nothing. I therefore told him thll.t we wore vcry 
POOl', and could not afford to give him anything worth 
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h.is acceptance, but, by 'Way of remembrance, pre­
!:leuted him with a comb for his beard. At this he 
looked fit his companiollS, and they at Jilin; when, 
after n little time, they nsked, "Is this nll you 
intended to give this great mau, who is evon greater 
than the chief of Egga himself?" To which I 
replied in the affinnative. He then thought perhaps 
that hc couM do for himself wha.t his friends could 
not. by saying to us. "If anyone sheuld ask me 
what yeu gave mc. "what shall I say?" To which 
I replied \'cry quietly ... Say I gave you n. comb, or 
nothing, whichever you please." This was quitc 
enough: he was cODyinced. at length, that we would 
give him nothing. nlthough it was long before he 
\\ ould boliey!) it. ""'0. thought at first that we should 
htlYo. sl'nrcd his (tigllity by telling him. with as much 
dolicacy as Wo. could, that we had nothing to part 
wi.th; but ho took lcaye of us much less nnnoycdthan 
wo had eXl1ccted by our refusal, n~\d we saw him no. 
mora. The FaUl-hili influence is scarcely felt here. 
though the town was llillnged nnd burnt as recently 
as two years ago, and many ef the ruins may still be 
seen. 

EY9(1 is of prodigious extent, nod has nn immense 
population. Liko lllaDY other to"-us on tho banks 
(If tho riYc-r. it is Dot unfrequently inundated, and a 
large portion ef it. ns a.t the present mement, actuany 
ovcrflolyeJ. No doubt the people ha,-e their reasons 
for building their habitations in places which appear 
to \18 ~o Yl~ry incom'enicnt and uncoullol'htble. The 
t:.oil ill the \;cinity ef the town cousisti!! of a dark 
hl.}:n:- mould. uuc~mmoul'y fruitful. nud produces in 
abundance and with triB.iug labour nll the necessaries 
of life. ::10 that pro';$ions nrc plentiful and cheap. 
The inhahitants cat little animal food besides fish. 
whi~h arc likcwi!'c sold nt 0. Yery reasonable rnt~. 
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Hyenas nre said to abound in the "troods in incredible 
numbers, and they nre so bold and rapacious as to 
ha.ve carried away nearly the whole of the sheep· 
which wefe once in the towu. Perhaps.Egga can 
bonst of hoving a greater number of canoes, both 
large and small, than any single t01lll to t.he nort.h­
ward. 

Tlmrsday, October 21st.-Though the 'venerable 
chief of Eggn. has to all outward appearances lived at· 
lea.')t a hundred years, he is still acti,'c; and instead 
of the peevishness anel discontent too often the 
accompaniment of laugt.hened day~, possesses all the 
case and gaiety of youth. He professes the Moha­
mednn religion; and it is his custom to arise every 
morning long before day-breo.k, and having assembled 
all his priests round him, performs his devot,ions, 
such us they are, repeating his prayers in a loud, 
srn·jil tone, so that we cau hear him in his pious 
employment; andas our hut is direct ly opposite to his, 
and but a few paces from it, he is determined to gi\'e­
us no rest as long as we remaiu with closed doors. 
As soon as these devotional oxercises h(1n~ been gone 
through, several of his companions, with a disposition 
n.s thoughtless, as childish, and as happy as hi&-o"'ll, 
get together in his hut, and squatting on t,he ground 
with the old chief, they form a circle, and beguile t,he 
time by smoking and conversing till long after suu­
set, and sepnrate only for a few miuutes nt a time ill 
tho course of t.he dUYI for t.he purpose of taking t.heir 
meals. This compnny of grey-beards-for they are 
aU old- laugh so heartily at the sprightliness of their 
OWIl wit, !httt it. is an iuvil)'iable practice, when auy 
oue passes by, to stop and listen outside, I1D(1 t.hey 
join their Doisy merriment with so much good will" 
that wo hear nothiug from t.he hut iu 'which the aged 
group nre revelling dW'ing the day but loud peals 
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of b ughtcr and !:Ihouts of applause. Much of thi~ 
gaiety, however, must be affected, in order to gratify 
tho ruljng passion of the old chief for joke and frolic. 
Exo.IDl)lcs of this Dature are uncommonly rare. Pro­
fessors of Mohamedanism affect, generally speaking, 
the .solomnity of the owl; and though they under­
::.tand no more of their faith than of the doctrines of 
Christianity. they regard all Datives of a different 
persuasion with haughtiness and disdain. 

The old chief longed to-day to giye us a specimen 
of his activity, and the vigour which he yet pos­
I3c::!sod j and for this purpose, when the Sun was going 
uown, his singers, dllUcers, aml musicians assembled 
round ow' hut with a great concourse of people, who 
could not boast 11 proficiency in those refined attain­
mentd. but who camo to witness the accomplishments 
of thC'ir aged leader. The old wan adnl.Uced proudly 
into the ring. with a firm step and a smiling COUIl­

tenance i Ulld casting upon us t. glance full of 
m~olli.llg, o.s if ho would ho\'o Mid, "Now, white 
men,look at me, and you will be filled ,,-ith admirntion 
nud ,,·oudol·"-

'f Ito frisk'd oone-nth tho burdeQ of jiv6-SCON/' 

aud. shaking his hoary locks, capered o'·cr the 
ground to the Olo.nife:st delight of the by-standers, 
whoso apl)lo.uscs, though coufined, as they always 
I\r~. to laughter, yot tickled the 01(1 man's fancy to 
that degree. that he wus unabl.;) to keep up his dance 
any longor without the aid of n crutch. With its 
a:::~istu.llce he hobbled on :l. little while; but his 
8trongth failed him, and he was coustrained for the 
timQ to givo oyer, and ho S{l.t himself down at our 
~idl' on tho threshold of the hut. ne would not 
at.'kno"ledge his wcaku~ss to us for the world.. but 
cl\Jcayo~d to p"nt silently, and sUPl,ress loud 
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breathings, that we might oot hear him. How 
ridiculous, yet how natural, is this ynnity! He made 
other unavailing attempts to dance, nnd also made au 
a.ttempt to sing; but nature would not second his 
efforts, and his weak, piping voice was scarcely 
audible. The singers, dancers, nnd musicians, con­
tinued their noisy mirth, till we were weary of 
looking at and listening to them; and as bed-time 
was drawing near, we desired them to depart, to 
the infinite regret of the friyolous, but merry old 
chief. 

It is our infention to continue our journey to­
morTOW, though the elders of the town have been 
remonstrating with us that it will be highly dan­
gerous to go by ourselves, and endeavouring to 
persuade ns with many words to nIter this nrrnnge­
ment fol' our own sakes. They have promised to 
procure us a. conyoy of traders, if we would consent 
to wait turee dnys longer, which would ]eave Egga. 
at the end of that -t.ime to attcnd a faDlous markct, 
called Bocqua. But the attentions of our vene­
rable f(·iend already begin to slacken, being too 
intent.!y engaged in his favourite pursuits to think 
much of us or of our wnntsJ morc especially since 
he hns roceh'ed his present j nnd we cannot Casily 
maint,nin a. quiet., eqllnble temper, or keep up a flow 
of spirits for any length of timc together, when we 
cnn get little or nothing to cat. \Ve nrc therefore 
dctel"roiMd to go to-morrow at all risks, though we 
shall have no guide to accompany us; we have con­
fidence in oursclrcs j nnd the mountnins of the nat~,"es 
gencl'ally ]H'ove to bo no bigger than mole-hills. The 
cwef hos been soliciting a charm of us, to pre­
vent the Falatahs from ever ngnin im'ading his 
territory. The old muo's allegiance to the king of 
Nouffio nppenrs to us to be merely nominal. When 



FEARS OF TlIE CANOE-MEN. 161 

w (' !'lont word to the chief that we intoncled going 
to .. morrow morning. he begged us to remain at Egga 
a fow days longer , and declared the banks of the 
rh'cr to bo inho,bited by people who were little better 
thfill sayages., and plundered everyone that came near 
th13m, IIe assured us that they wore governed by 
llO king. and obeyed no IllW'B, and that each town 
WI\5 at war with the others. I asked him if he 
would '<('nd n messenger with us, but he refused, 
tltlJin.g. that the Falatuh power and his own extended 
no flll'ther dawn tho river: that Eggs is the lu.~t 
tnwn of NauffiC'. nnd that nono of his people traded 
hdow it. .. If that is the eas.e," I said, "it will bo 
6~ ~I\ft' for u~ to go to-morl'ow (l:-; nny other day;" 
lind with lhil! deh'rminl\tion I left him. 

1 then pl'o(,(,l'ded to give directions for our people 
til )1I'\'parc thcm~el"es for stnrting. when to my 
n~toni,..thnll'l\t. Pll~COC. and the mulatto .so often 
ullUtl l'J to. wl!ro the only two who !l.grced to go: the 
n'st of them refll sed to l\ man. I then found out 
t hat thl! people of the town had been telling them 
~t tlries nhout the danger of the r iYcr. and that they 
would oll certainly either be murdered or tnken and 
lwhll\~ illnvc8, Nor could aU I said to them change 
their d\ltel1nination. I talkcd to thero hnlf au hour. 
tdling thl!ru thcy were cowards, and thl\t. my brother's 
l ife and mine were as good as thciN j till at length, 
timl of them. and seeing tlmt I maue no impress.ion 
0 11 them, I told them to go nwny from our sight, and 
Ihat WI! could do without them. But now they 
dNuuu\lecl their WllO'CS or n boo!.: to enable tht'm t~ 
I't'('~' ive them at C~pe Coost Castle. to which they 
l'o.'l iJ. th('y would retm'u bv the way th('y hl\d come 
hel'(>, T his I rl'fus.cd installtl~~ to 'COll\p(v with, and 
added. tha t if they chose to l('uyo us here. they 
should I\ot rC('('h~e 1\ farthing: but if they would go 

' · l' L. U. .M 
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011 with us down the rh'cr they should be paid. Ther 
were indignant at this, and went directly to the chief 
to lay thpir case before him, and to induce him to 
detain us. The olel man, however, would not listen 
to them, but sent them about tbeir business i and it 
is Dot unlikely, rather than lose all their wages, that 
they "rill proceed \yjth us. 

l1y brother and I determined to satisfy the curiosity 
of the people to-day, and we accordingly walked 
about outside our hut for two hours. The natives 
were much pleased at this, and much order and regu­
larity wore preserved by two old Mal1ams, to whom 
the duty had been assigned of removing those away 
\vho had scon us, when any fresh oues arrived. It 
was the old chief's particlllar wish that all his people 
should see us, nnel they all conducted themselves in 
It \·Cl'.y becoming manner. 'Yo had prcsented the 
chief with (l, pair of silver bracelets on our nn-ival, 
on which the arms of our gracious So\'cl"cign were 
engraved, and he woro them to-da.y with evident 
satisfllction. These were no less objects of euriosit,y 
to the people than they had been to the king, aQcl 
hundreds of them camo to look at them on his 
wrists, overjoyed a.t seeiug their chief so sm.art. 
They even came and thanked us for our kindness to 
the old roan. 

The peoplo of tbis tm\"'n appear all very neatly 
dressed j tho population is one-half of the Mohamme­
dan religion, and the other the original Pagan. The 
town is about four miles in length and two in breadth ; 
tho morass which surrounds it is full of crocodiles. 
The 5tl'00tS are very narrow, and, like most places 
where thero are large markets, arc exceedingly filthy. 
The reason for building their houses so close togother 
is, that the Fnlatnhs may not be able to ride through 
thom so 'Casily and destroy tho people j it is snid that 
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they hllsc been expecting an attack from these people 
a long time. Tho Portuguese cloth which we 00-
}4L'rvcd here on oW' arriYlll is brought up the 11.YCr 

from a place called CUltmilcl(,rrafie. which has a. 
colcbmted m8lrket for Nouffie cloths, trona, slaves, 
Nouffie knhfcs. bridles, stirrups, brass ornaments. 
stninod lcatl~er. and other things. The cloth is of 
Il ,'el")' imlift'cl"Cllt m3.uufactw·c. The large canoel' 
lying hore bring all the aboye articles from the Rabbll. 
mUl'ket. . 

C1UPTER XYIJ. 
OCp!trtUfO from E+"lI'Il-A Ica·gull observed-Ri\'cr sccncl;,-Arriv6 

nl K!lCund~-)lollamO\ool\n &chcolwl\!ter-NMifes-Thc killC::'s 
bro'her_.\ccount~ of tbe Datives below Kacunda-SuPQrstitiou~ 
doruaud, of tho king and hi' people - The T,hadda rh'er_ Dc. 
partuN) frow Kncunll3._ PrccautiOlls ng:aitlJt lion lltt3ck-.\ nigbt 
011 tho li\'er-P(\~~ tho Teho.dda- The Bird Rock- Natives 
surprised-Periloue condition of the \l'3vellcl'S at Bocqua.-Gco· 
graphical iufofmntiQn-Dcparturo froul Bocqua- Towue of • .\.Ua 
and Abbu.acea. - DCp;1r\uro from Abbazl\ccn_The travellers 
,topped at D,UllUggoo, 

Friday, Oclober 22Ild,-AT half~pnst six this mOrll­
jD~, our people set about loading the canoe according 
to my e-"pcct:.\tion~, but with n h,\d grnce, and nothing 
hut :mlky loob. grumbling, and fearful apprehensions 
ru~~cdll.ru.ong them. They werc, how-eyor. unwilling 
to 100"e their wnges, wh.ich would cCl'tninl~' h::&.\'c been 
th~ {,:l::;C had they p('rsistoo in their refusal to 
pJ"IX~U, and they seemed to luwe no \\;$h to remain 
at Eggn. II,wing no ouo to look to for protection, 
it is not improbable but that they would h8.'\"'e been 
mau(' shwes illllllcdintdy after our dcpnrture, so that 
they had mnde up their milld~ to t\ccomprmy us, 
although, whell they took their padUles and we were 

,,2 
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fllit'l~ HItIl'linK, Ihn)' Hl'nmlld [0 felll their Hitlltlt ion 

lUI)I'" Itm,)Lly Ihnn III'PI', Hlld Htl id tho.L 1\'0 WOI'(j ,l,(f,iug 
1.1) illlt<! t11 \1I1I to Il {~flltrlh'y \Ihttt'h thoy wo uld nil Lv 
11I1I1'dOl'(',I, WtI (,IUIt',lI'oIWell III'! OHlt;h 'If! JloMihlu to 
J'lwii',r Ih"il' 1" "11'11, hut Wt\l'(\ ub[ig"" to h,\\'o I'l'C()UnW 
ltt tlll'VIlti, !lIte! t.11t'I'IIj'OI'U tutid \\'{j IVlIUld throw th(JIn 
IJ\'{\t,!tulu'd if tlwy \1'0)'" lIf1t 'l"jIlL ,1I Id WIJI'kt-'t1 tho 
Millin 1, ,'nrml'l ,Y, '('hi li lind utlH'I' Ihn.uli fl to tho I'I1H lln 
(,11','('1 l'I ih ' IHlI'11 Ihonl. fll l(1 wn WI"'I1 1101 I'It1lT,)' to ,"",u 
ii , 1'01' 1"1\ tdwulrl 11IWI, hud Il mnllJuJt ltlllUM to 

KI'I otlwl'!i to fill IIwh' JlbWLl t\ lUld Ih uy pI"'HiIlINI in 
I UI\\'ill~ 111'1, 

AI 1'1 ('\'1\11 (,'nloalt, 11 lllJoin g- I·(,n.dy, WI' ll!ldo r,lrllwoll 
1011111 fl ld ubi/ If, WhflHU ,,",ood humollr hlHI IIf\'(JI'Ih .. d WI 
Ill) IlllW h Hli 1 1llll\IIlOli 1 , ulthOllgh hill wivI'1I llll,d !lOIn-I), 
1'1 11 (\'O{ll\l I'll \1 M, find oil limNing 1.ho Innding-pltlOO oj' 
l';g'gn \\'(\ fil'(I(1 oil' nll'no IHIl Mk otH i\" il.- jlJU'(illg M iutu. 
~.wflJ'l1l of tho p"ir1l'ipl1l illhnbitltlltfl (lJ1rn,~ lHII'l',Y ing 
d'lII'li ,f) I hll 1\·I~ (OI'·Mid n 10 'Idln (hui)" I I'rw,~, lo gh'(l 
li t; IlllJil' h[Ptll'lilll{, 11tHl WiHh 11 1'1 1\ HlIC()P HHful l'Oj'llgo, 
Orll' 1111111 ul fln~ 1 IlI\, [tlh ,d Htll~~i j; hly, 1\lId tho UII HuO 
In'lIl Hlow\y 1111'011,(.(' 11 tI \II wn lur, It w,," nino iHlrlJr'l 
\I'll "('llull1',1 tit,! llIiddlll of IIHI l'i\'OI', A Iitt[11 \Hllnw 
1':J.(Wt WI1 JlLI Htll'd twn 1'(II'y b~'n. utir1\1 ~mllll ia:lh\lu l ~. 
whiuh \\'111'1\ (HII"'L'cd wit.h tlUltil'rttion, i\1I!l 11'1,11 ill · 
hLlhiil'tI; \l'il llid 1I0t I'I lu[I. hilt lll'pt ollr cuurlw tlull' l\ 
11\11 I'il'(ll', A 1',1\\' miltlli 1'1'11 111 tho lOWIl \VI\ I'I IIW, with 
"HI!JliuIIH /If plt 'MII I'Il, /\ 1I1'll.gUl1, whioh Il .. .'", uVtlr 0 111' 
IWllIh!; Ihil'l Willi U 11l1lll t .u;r"lli(ying Hight \0 11M, It. 
L','lllilldt'f1 11 1'1 fll l'uibly \lr tho u1Jjod WI! hlld in \' luw, 
Itl1I1 \I'l' 1'Illldly ,11101\'1,<1 it \n vlln fh'j)l oUI' hnptlf\ tlUl\' 
II'" 1\'1'1'1\ (\I 'Ilw in g \'\11')' II l'III' 10 0111' j OIll'IWy'1i ,,,\(1. \VI' 
1ilwwil'll) 11 \,1111111, 1"11' (hI! fil'HL limll, n,iloll t hillf Ii dnxoll 
bU'J.(tl whil(, ll,llitll\llM. whiult WOI'O tu\iling g L'I\tmi'nlly Ull 
th n wntw', 

It, Wil li 1\ fhlu uhmwi'ul nun·)ting j our MJlil'it H \I't1I' {1 
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hlloyaut, and our hearts light, as we pnssed smoothly. 
f<wiftly, a.nd pleasantly along. " Te had been il)forInc(t 
at Egga thn,t we should soon meet with canoes of 
n.:ory dijl"ereut construction from auy which we had 
bcfurc seen, and ha.ve to COlllIDlUllCn.tc with yariOU3 
tribes and nations, differont in aU respects from the 
people \\Ylth whom we hl\"o heretofore maintaineu 
any intercourse. 'V c were likewise cautioned to be 
guarded in our conduct and demeanour, becau~c 
thn~1! tribes arc pronounced by the Noufunchie to be 
hloody, SUYCLgc, and ferocious in their habits llnd 
mUlUlers. '" e had also been adv:ised to part with 
ou.r stmnge.looldug ca.noe, which might attract their 
llUl-iosity and excite suspicion, and in consequ~nce 
llllilnnger our personal safety. After making every 
allowance for exaggeration, still we fancy there is 
sutlh'ient truth in these reports to make us watchful 
ullIl cuutiou~. ond to put us on oW' guard. 

The bordcl'~ of the riYer durin5 the morning wcrc 
g~'llCJ'l\lly low amI swampy: high land apperu'ed be· 
~yond th~m, but at BOlUO ~listance from the water. nnd 
the intermedin,to spaces nre occupied by exteusiyc 
morasses. 1'he current swept us into one with 
gl'Ctlot force, because we happened to keep too nelli' ; 

Hili' were wo I\-ble to extricate ourselyes from this 
unpleasant ~itul1.tion ,,;tl\Out infinite lu .. bour and 
difficulty, nnd much loss of time. The hills, seen on 
the H1th. now npp"ar to take the same direction a~ 
the rh'er, which is hcre about south·cnst. The we~t 
p.iue of the rin:or is low, while n double range of hills. 
border the eastern bank. These ~\ppear \"cry fertile, 
amI COYCl"1."'<i with yenlure nl!arly to their summits. 
I n the afternoon, both the banks of the Niger became 
m\)r~ fertile, more pleasing, and more clcyatcd. "·c 
&\W, in the enrlier part of this day. :o<cycral smnll 
lind wt'Cotchc(l.looking yillages which Iny ncarly U1l\l~'r 
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water, and also very extensi\-e plaottttioDS of rice, at 
an immense distnoce from any human ha.bitation; 
hut the tops of these plants only "-ere risible, and 
no cultiYatecl land anywhere appeared. Afterwards, 
how'c,'er, the soil wus more rich and grateful, and the 
country morc varied in its nppenrance. At eleven ' 
~ur., we passed a vcry large market.town on our left, 
situated nt, the foot of a high hill, and very Deaf the 
water's C(\gc. The hill was immc(liutely o,er it, nnd 
seemed ready to fall upon i t eyel'Y instant. ",Vo 
inquired the name of it among OUf people j but they 
knew nothing of it, lind our time was too precious to 
SLOp. although seyeral canoes from it passed DcaT us . 
'Ve observed an immense number of canoes lying off 
it, built in the same manner as those of the Bonny 
anel Onlobnr rivers. Tlus is another symptom of 
COlU.lllunicn.tion with those people, and oonfirms our 
opinion that we are drawing near the sea. A great 
lllony of them were rooring to nnd fro on the ri'-er; 
some passed close to us, nnd their crews gazed at us 
with astonishment, but did not offer to intelfere with 
'Us_ It is n. source of rmnoynnce that we hOle no 
menns of conversing wit.h these people, and it mny 
IJro,-o of serious inconlcnicnce .herenftcr. 

For mony miles we could see nothing but lorge, 
open, well-buill> ,-illages on both bonks of the river, 
but morc cspeciolly on the eastern, and tracts of land 
co,'cred with ,erclure, or preparecl for cultivation. 
betwecn them. ]]ere Nature seems to hove scattered 
]1e1' fnvours with on unsporing hondo Yet "re touched 
at none of these goodly places. but continued our 
journey till the sun began to decline, nnd the men 
to be fntig-ned, when we stopped at a smull homlet on 
un islnnd, intending to· sleep there. At first, the in­
hnbitnnts mistnlsted our intentions, nnd were nlnrmed 
ot our oppeor~nce. They no sooner sow us thnn thoy 
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r nised the war-cry, and every Ulan and woman armed 
themselves with swords nnd dirks, 'bows and arrows, 
nssu.ming a threatening and ~](lrmin~ position. 'Ye 
eaUell out lustily to them in the H aussa laug\ul.ge. 
but they wero unable to understand either our words 
or gestures. Fortunately, i~a few minutes n. woman, 
who eould converse a little in the H~\1ssa tongue, 
vanIe down to us at the water-side, and we infor.med 
her that wo were friends and Christians, travelling 
down the river to OlU' native country, and that it 
was not our ",;sh to make war with them. All this 
~he repeated to those around her, Ilnd succeeded, but 
partially, however, in removing their prejudices and 
suspicions. rInd it not been for the timely arriYal 
of thi!l woman, we should certainly bal'e had a volley 
of llnOW8 among \IS, for 'wc were taken for Falatnhs 
at fir:,lt. and l"'e oh8er\"0<1 the woman persuading them 
til the contrnry. Stili t.he l~ple could not, or rn.ther 
would not, accommodate us with a lodging for the 
night: which was contrary to our expectations, though 
Wi) solicited them with much importunity to grant us 
thi~ favour, nnd though we assured them that the 
most homely, the most shattered hut, would answer our 
purpose. fo~ wo cared not for matters of such trifling 
eou~('quencc. They were all deaf to ollr entreaties; 
hut, f~nring that we could enforce our request, they 
clitl nil th<,y could to induco us to proceed onwards Q 

Httlc farther, when we ~hould nrri\"c at n city of coo­
!tide-rall}e importance, cnll~d Kacl1nda, nt which place 
we recollected that the po,,'Oplc of Egga had 8trongly 
I\d\"j~cd us to tituy. They nlso tolU us tbat at Kncundu 
we "bould g t rleuty of 'Pro';8ion~. and fecei,·c much 
Il.heutiou from the inhabitant!-l; ond Ilho. that w~ 
!<hould llleet with people from Fuu<w' who understond 
the lnuq~n lllngonge. 

"·c thereforl' It.·ft the ,,;nagc, but \Hre almost 
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immediately afterwards hailed by them to come back 
again, and remain there for the night . ..,.Our men 
were glad of this, for they were tired, and they 
~tl'uggled hard to stem tIle current j but it was so 
impetuous, thnt, instead of nearing the village. we 
found tbat we were fns~receding from it; therefore, 
we ll/ul no other resource, when the attempt was dis-­
covered to be impracticable, than to follow the adnce 
wmch had previously been giyeD us by the rillagers, 
and we continued down the strenm. 

Kacunda is situ3.ted on the western bank of the 
ri"er: nnd at alittIe distance it has an advantageous 
Aod uncommonly fine apl)earnnce. The only access 
to the to'm is by winding channels thnt intersperse 
an unwholesome swamp. which is nearly 'two miles 
in breadrh. It was evening when we arri,ed there. 
The people at first were alarmed at our appearance. 
but we were soon welcomed on shore by au old 
Mohnlluuedau priest, who speedily introduced us into 
nn excellent and commodious hut. once the residence 
of n prince. but now the domicile of a schoolmaster. 
'}lhi"" old mnn had come from Cuthuncurrnfee. He 
told us that he heard of two Christians being in Bor. 
goo. and supposed that wo were them. The room-to 
,,·hieh he took us is the lurgest we ha,6 eyer seen, 
and is used by him for the purpose of instructing the 
children of Kaclmdn in the MoballlIDcdun prayers. 
This old lUan seemed to take n grent deal of interest 
in us, for, seeing the people alarmed at our first oppenr· 
nnce. he e:xerted himself in quieting them. saying, 
tlmt we were quito harmless, and took us immediately 
under his protection. He told liS that. a hut wus 
preparing for \IS at a short distance in the t.own; but 
the wcather being excessiyc.ly hot and futiguing. we 
preferred rcoonining where we were, thinking also, 
that nuy other we might be taken to would not be so 
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l ll r.~e and airy as this. Therefore we requested his 
permission to be allowed to stay with him, to which 
the old man readily assented. 

,Yo nrc informed that the chief of Kneundo. resides 
a distnnco of four miles from where we are now, nnd 
oem' the mnrkct~plnce, The old i.\Iallam would not 
allow us to go and "isit him, but promised to send a 
messenger for tho chief's brother to come and see us 
to~mol'row lUorning. au aM'allgcment "ith which we 
were perfectly sathdicd. About ten galloIlB of country 
boor wero scnt to us, ,,~ith some good pouuded corn 
and Btew('d fowls for our supper, and having made a 
h('arty meal. we retired thankfully to rest. 

1J.1he ri\'or r\UlS in a serpentine direction between 
this lllll~c nnd Egga, "nrj;ng bot ween $Guth and 
~outh-ca~t; thero are several isltl.nds in it, all of which 
an) cultiYfl.tetl and inhtl.hited. Tho current is \'Cry 
rnpiJ, ond cl..'rtaiuly nm::> at the rate of four or five 
miles au halO', if we may judge from the difficulty wi.th 
which ,,~C' O'-Oll po.ddled against it without making any 
p"'gl'ess towards the isl3Jld after we had left it. 
Near this ishmd, which lies nearcr the north than 
tho south bn.uk of the river. the former is rather low. 
but stili well cultin\.too, and below tlUs. it continues 
low 0::> far os opposite to Kaculllia. The south hank 
i~ rother highcl" ' Y c nrc informed, that at tho town 
,,-e obsernxl on the loft bank in the morning, n. little 
lh.,low Eg-gll. the dominion of the chiefs of territories 
18 no longcr acknowledged. but tllat at en~ry other 
on the banks of the riYor below it. cn.ch town haa 
its own chief. The Xonffic tClTitory terminates at 
Eggn, 

.:Salurday. OctrA:r 23rd. - Kacunda. properly 
o.~llkiug. consists of th1'\.'(' or four yillages. all of 
tlu,,'Ul considcrubly large, hut unconnected , though 
,,\tu:.\teu within :t n~ry ShOli distauce of cach other. 
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It is tho cOl)itnl of a. stato or kingdom of the S£I.DlC 

nnme, \l'hi~h is <iuite independent of Nouffic, or nny 
other fOrClb'1l power. Its g(Jn~l"D.ment is despot ie, 
nnd nll})owcr is invested with the chief or king, who 
exorcises it. with lenity; in oll coses of emergency, 
ho nover dc-ponds upon his own judgment entirely, 
hut coosults the opinion of the ciders of the people. 
}{ncundu. mnintains little intercourse with Nouffie, or 
nny other considerable nntion, but confines its trade, 
ulmost c:xciusi\fcly, to divers people inh~biting the 
l)(luks of tho Niger to the southward: und sluycs 
purchased here orc suid to find their way to the sen. 
III lheir persons, tho lIutivos uro ch.iefly tnll, well. 
formed, nnd muscular. Their ornaments nre few i 
atl'jngs of red cornclian stOIlC (which is plentiful in 
NOllftiO), cut into something like tho shape of it 

11Cal't, and whicll arc smooth, flat, and highly polished, 
nro what they aro most fond of wearing, nnd, in mony 
cnse~, thello tlTO their ouly decoration. Thc only dress 
tho t -t he uo tivcs wcnr is n, picce of cotton clot 11 round 
tho loins. 'rhis is modo by themsolvos, and is dyed 
of \'oriolls colours, according to tho taste of tho 
owner. 1'bo women wear sDlnll cm·.riugs of ~il"cr, 
lHlt usa no paint, nor bedaub theh' persons with any 
sort of pigment. In tho productions of the conntry. 
thoro is notlling peculiar j nnd in the manufacture of 
cloth, &0., these ])oople OI'C grcatly inferior to thcir 
noighbours. 'rho Nouffia language is not understood 
ill Kncundn, notwithstllnding its pl'oximity to tbnt. 
kingdom j but, us in nimost ovory plnce which wo 
lUl"O ,;aitod. tho lH.1ISSt\ tonguo is Sl)okoll fluently 
by 80\,onu ill(lj"iduills. 

1'ho chiof oxoused himsolf ft'om "isit,ing ns this 
morning, but sont his brother in his stond. to "sauro 
\18 of tho plens\II'o he felt in om tl\'1'i""I, nnd tbnt ho 
wolcomod us with tho utmost gl'ntifil1ntion. 
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At cleven A.M., n large double-bank canoe, padcUed 

by forniccn mon, BITinxl at Kacuncla, and we shortly 
fmmel that the king's brother had come in her to see 
us. He was saluted, on In.nding, ,yith a discharge 
from £.\"0 old rusty muskets. A messenger was im· 
medio.tely despatched to us, auu.olIDeing that he was 
ready to sec us, and I sent word that I begged he 
would come. The brother came, attended by a long 
train of followers, nnd in the name of the chief he 
IJrcs(loted llS with n. fow gooru-nuts, a goat. somo 
yams. nnel an immense quantity of country beer. 
'l'hey were all dressed in the Mohammedan costume, 
although Pagans. and appeared Yery clean in their 
parsons. 8m"ornl gallons of ale were likewise sent 
us in huge caln,bashes, from the more wealthy part of 
the population of the town. Our meeting was very 
cordial. and we shook hllUds heartily with, and imme­
diatdy explained to him our bU8"lness. On seeing 
th~ goat hcbnd brought with him. I told him we 
w('r(' sorry he bml brought so valuable Q. present, as 
\\e had nothing to give him in return which would 
h~ worth presontiug to his brothel'; that we had 
been so long iu the couDtry, all our presents wero 
expended before we arri"cd IH Kacunda. I then took 
out l\ pair of silver bracelet'S. and b('gg~cd he would 
l)rc~ont thom to his brother. nod toll him the renson 
we could gh-o bim nothing bettor. Ho took them 
from me, but did not seem to be much interested 
about them, or to care at nil for them. But looking 
round our room, he perceived several little things to 
which he took a fancy, and which, being of no value 
"hutoyer to us. we 'readily presented to him; and 
it was 8ll.tisf~\e tory ~ sec him much pleased with 
thtill1 . 

\ y 0 bad now become great fricncis. and he com· 
menced gh-ing us n dreadful account of the natiycs 
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clown the river, and would ha\:'e us not think of going 
umong them, but return by the way we had come. 
He said to us, with much empho..sis, "If you go down 
the river, you will surely fall into their hands and 
be murdered." .. Go we must," I said, II if we li"e 
or die by it, and that also to-monow." I then asked 
him if he would send a messenger with us, for that 
he might ensure our sufcty, coming from so powerful 
a person as the chief of Kacundll. But he replied 
directly, "No, if I were to do such a thing, the people 
at the next town would assuredly cut off my head; 
but," he added, II if you \\;U not be persuaded by me 
to turn back, and s{we your lives, at least you must 
not leave tl1is by day-light, but stop until the sun goes 
down, and you may then go on your journey- you 
will then pass the most dangerous town in the middle 
of the night, and perhaps S!l\'e yourselves." We a-sked 
him whether the people he spoke of had muskets or 
largo canoes? To which he replied, .. Yes; in great 
numbers-they nre '~ery large and powerful, and no 
canoe can pass down the ri\'er in the day-time, with­
out being taken by them and plundered; and even nt 
night the eQ..noes from here nre obliged to go in la.rge 
numbers, and keep close company with each other;- to 
make a formidnble appearance in case of their being 
secn by thorn." "T e hnd no rCllSOIl whatever to doubt this iuforron.­
tion, and being well aware how little we could do if 
we should be attacked by these fonnidable fellows, 
we determined on going at night, according to the 
custom of the rest, and propose startwg at half-past 
four to-ru01TOW e\'cning. I told the chief's brother 
of our intontions. o.t which lw seemed quite asto­
nished; and we ha\'e no doubt tbat this determined 
conduct, which we bQ.YG e\'erywhcre sho,,'n, and 
apparent defiance of all danger, in making light of 
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the drea<!ful stories we have hearel, has bad much 
influence on the minds of the people, nnd no doubt 
inspired them ,,;th a belief that we were supernatural 
heings. gifted with more than ordinary qunJifiei\.tions. 
TIaving communicated our intentions to our friend, 
nnd given him all the little trifling things he \dshed 
for. he departed with the present for his brother the 
chief. 

The fow things "'hieh we sont back to tho chief, 
trifl i.ng as they were, gave him complete satisfaction; 
they wore recoived by him in a much more gracious 
manner tllO.u we had anticipated. lie besought us 
cl\l'nostly to write him 0. foW" channs-one of which 
is to insuro a continun.nco of peace and prosl'erity to 
the kingtlolll; another, to prevent quarrels, abuses. 
and dil~turbnnccs in the market-place i to obviate the 
shedding of hUlUan blood therein, which has recently 
hccn of frequent occurrence; n.ud to bring to the 
lllnrket n greater uUlllber of buyer:, and sellers, which 
would proportionably augment tho amOlmt of duty 
oxacted from thew. Another charm he wants of us 
is, to poose~s the yirtues of n panoply, for presenug 
nll persons, whilst bathing, -from the fangs of the 
crocodiles, which infest the adjoining slough in great 
numb('t'S, und which, it is snid, have lately carried off 
nod dcstroycJ soyernl childl'(,u. Anotber ('harm he 
l'clI\url"s is'to IHwe still more powerful properties, and 
caut:!c 1\ neighbouring rh'ulet, which. has heretofore 
been dried up in the SlUllmer 8OO80n. to be filled with 
water, and flow llli the 'fear round . 

. All rllnh of people ~ arc firmly persuaded that we 
arc llceromnnc('rl:', or at le6st that we ilrc cllpable of 
l)l'rfol'wing any lUlrnde, and, therdore, tboy belic\'e 
tlmt the HUlking of these chanus is but 0. trilling effort, 
c(lmparcd with what we lIl/glu do, were we to exert 
thQ wholo of our power. An attempt to undccehc the 
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ignorant, credulous, and deluded. people, we know 
would be una,Tailing and useless, and fear that it 
would be dangerous, therefore we dare not meddle 
with their superstitious or prejudices, but conform to 
their wishes, and let them enjoy their own opinions in 
peace. 

Several of. the inhabitants have brought us little 
presents of goora-nuts, Chili and Cayenne pepper, a 
bit of fish, or nuy such trifle) iu the expectation of 
receiving it. hundred. times their value in the shape of 
charms. \Ve have been pestered aU day by a young 
native, to get a charm from us to enable him to catch 
pleuty of fish. 1'he poor fellow followed us about 
like a. child begging for a toy, and offered us a variety 
of little trifling things which he could afford, such as 
couutry beer, gooro.-nuts, &c.; and we believe' there 
was nothing he had that he would not haye willingly 
given us, so gren.t was his faith in the power we had 
of bestowing au him the menns . of enriching himself 
by catching fish. There was no getting rid of him 
without complying with his request) so we gave him 
a small piece of paper on which something had been 
written, of no consequence whatever. The poor fel­
low no sooner got it) than he looked at it with ID..!l..ch 
earnestness, and proceeded . with great solemnity to 
fasten it to the end of bis fisbiug~line. Having . dOllO 
this, he set off with rrreat glee to go pond fish, congra­
tulating himself, no doubt, on the m.ultitude of fishes 
his charm would obtain for hiro. 

I t is painful to contemplute the melancholy igno~ 
ranee and superstition in which the minds of the 
na.tives are involved; nor is this cdnfined to Knouuda. 
alone--at Eggu. and othor places up t1,t.e rivet) they 
nre equally as bad. Ready for t.he first impression) 
and oasily imposed OU, tire minds of theso poor crea­
tm'cs ul1turnlly receive as truth whateyer is told t.hem. 
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Their faith in cht\I1llS, nnd their oredulity in the 
power of white men, is not to be wondered nt. The 
former they arc taught by the Mohammedan MnllnUls, 
ami those again nrc equally Il-S credulous as the natives 
of the efficacy of n.nything coming from us. 

The Datives nre successful in their fishing expedi­
tions, and generally use n line with a piece of iron 
fust~ncd to the ond of it, bent in the shapo of a hook. 
They usc a largo worm as bait, nnd morc frequently 
part of a fish. Thl;}, line is lunda of a tough gross, 
neatly twisted. In these excursions they sometimes 
eUl'dessly expose themselves to the attacks of the 
alliga.tQrs, of which thcre are great numbers in the 
rh·cl'. ant! the nt\tiycs nre frequently sufferers by them. 
In fetch~ng wafer for use from the river at night, they 
oft('1\ become 0. prey to them. They destroy the 
crocodile. find ('at its flesh, as well as that of the hip­
pop\'tnmi, which (u'o equn.lly as numerous. The eggs 
of tho former. also, thc-y are ,'cry hnd of. 

'Y c haye boon Yi~iteJ by the chief of i,l. neighbour­
ing proyince, t\nd un impostor, who represents him­
~f.M as sou to EdereM, the ex.king of Nouffie, both of 
whom, like their less presumptuous brethren, are 
dis..'tppoillt('U ill their hopes of receiving valuable 
p~s('nts. for we nre daily t.l.iminishing the fow things 
which weTO loft, tlml mu::!t not. be prodigal in gh'ing 
aWtlY 

.\s o.t Egga. wo nre here earnestly solidted by the 
i\!nllalU8 to stop two or three days. to give the mar­
kd-p~plc nn opportunity of nccompsnying us to 
13o('\l\1:1. cYcr~' ono warning us tht\t we shaH be in 
joop:mly of OUl' lives, unless we take this precaution. 
Tho. llltl.UllCrS of the people all along the banks of the 
Nig.:-r from honce. they also represent to us as being 
in tho highest dog-Ne dCUlgerous. They t\Te :mid to 
b0 public robbers, without laws or regulations of any 
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kind i that they liye under no king, and !lC'knowledge 
no human authority-in a word, that they are a com· 
munity of ferocious outlaws. 'Ve hear nothing but 
stories about the inhabitants of Egga, who, when 
they attend the Bocqua market for the purposes of 
trade, are obliged to sail in companies of ten or twelve 
canoes, for mutunl encouragement nnd protection; and 
that even then the merchants dare not travel in the 
dny.time, but pass those places which nrc considered 
as dangerous in the darkness of night, when there is 
least fenr of molestation; such stones, similar to that 
of the Icing's brgther, are told us to prevent our pro. 
ceeding. . 

"~cll might the king of Yal'riba·hesitate on sending 
eitlt~r Captain Olllpperton or ourselyes to the banks 
of the Niger, when he knew that he had neither 
a, 8mgJe town so far to the ea!ltward, nor a single 
subject from Yaoorie to the sea. Abo\Te Eggn. as 
fnr as ,Yowow, the wcstern bank of the river. which 
he boasts as being in his dominions, is thickl.): in­
habited, solely by Noufanchie; and below that town 
they are peopled by strange and (listinct tribes, who 
have neyer heard his name, nor an echo of his glory 
nnd power! We observe here, for the firsUime, 
tlHlt the nati'.'es hD."c n. custom of marking them­
selYes, so that their tribe may be known from t~e 
rest. The distinguishing l1lflrk of the people of 
Ko.cundn. is three cuts down tho face, from the 
temple to the chin, which gives them an odd appear­
ance. They MC n. mild, hnnniess, aIfd inoffensive 
race of people. and very industrious. Their buts are 
the lal'rrest and cleanest we hayc seen in the whole 
country. Our old friend, th,e schoolmaster, informs 
\IS that we shall very soon pass the Tshadda river, 
IlS it is ouly a day's journey distant from here down 
the rivol'. IIc was a ve;y communicative old man, 
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and informed me that the city of Funda. is not on the 
l'floks of the Quorra. but situated a distance of tlu'ee 
Ilays' journey up the rrshadda . According to his 
fL'port, the T~hadda is a large river, nearly as much 
~o ItS thc Quorro.. Canoes, he said, frequently go up 
tlto rl'~hnddl\ to Bornoll, and that it was only fifteen 
linys' jOUnlcy from hence to that pla.ce by the Tshadda. 
rrlw countries of Jacoba and Adamowa, he said, are 
nt pCllce with Bornou, and the communication open 
fmm both those places by water, as well as land. 
The Pagan countries, it appears, are nil grea.tly 
nlnl"lUt.'u by tho expectation of nn attack from the 
Fal;ltt\h~. when the dry senson arriycs. The Tshadda, 
11(' ",aill, WI\:-i vory 8(1fe, and much frequented byc~oes. 
,\ town call('d l'uttuDlcurrafcc. which has been before 
olhttlt,.t to. h\, informcd us was situatcd at tho junction 
uf till' 'I'tlIUHlda with the Quorra. 

,\1.1.11,1,111, ()('{IIht.."I" 24th.-The children of the more 
rc,sp~",ttll;ll.' jnlmbitants of Eggn ale pbced. at a yery 
l'ad), Ilge, muler the tuition of our fricndly host, the 
~dlOOIU1llstl'r, who tcaches them n few }.[abommed:m 
pnlJcl~; oJI, imlecd, with which he himself may be 
tl.l''lIlUilltcd in the Arabic tongue. In this consists 
the wholc of their educlltion. The boys llrc diligent 
in tht.lir cx('rcises, and arise evcry worning between 
midnight aDd suoriso, aod arc studiously employed 
Ity In1l\pli~ht in copying their pmj"crs, after which 
till')" rCllu them to the master. one after another, 
beginning wlth the eldest. rrhi:) is repented in Ii shrill 
III"dill~ tone. ~o loud i\S to be hl'nrd at the distance 
of baM a mile at lcost, which is belicycd to be a 
('.'ritcriol1 of ext'cllcnce by the parents: and he wbo 
has the strong('~t hmgs and c1em'cst )"oice, is, of course, 
l'Qn~lltll"('d as the best scholar. and ca.ressl'd accord· 
ingI)". The ~hbommcdans. though excessh-ely )"nm 
f,)f their attainments. and proud of their learniug and 

l OL. n. N 
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intellectual superiority over their companions, nrc, 
nevertheless, conscious of the vast pre.cminence of 
white men over themselves, for they havo henrd 
mnny roan'cllous stories of Europeans, and their 
fame has been pro(:laim~d with 0. trumpet-voice among 
all pooplc and nMions of tho interior, insomuch that 
they Me placed on an equality with supernatural 
beings. As nn illustration of this, 0. priest, himself 
a.. writer of cho.rms, rondo n. pressing npplication 
to-day fol' nn amulet from us, which be begged might 
POflSC8S properties so extrnordinary and amazing. n~ 
to bo tho wonder of tho wholo country j aDd 80 firmly 
pel'snaded waS he that it was in our power, and OUN' 

only. to gnwt this request. that wo could not induce 
him by any menns to forego his application. lle 
gave u~ 0. large pot of beer, nnd would not leave our 
hut until he had exnoted 0. promise that we would 
give him thepapcl' which ho hnd craved so piteously, 
'Ve bave likewise been porplexed with other demands 
of n simiim' nature, nnd the teal-ful importunities of 
the poor npplienob hrwe ll'oubled us exceedingly, In 
all obstinate cases of this nature, we hMO found it ex­
pedient to follow lbe example of Mr. Park, which is, 
to givo the superstitious people 0. copy of tho Lord'ii 
PI'fJ!Jcr, which, at least, can produce no o\'il effects, 

'l'ho chief's bro~hcl' paid us n visit again thiA 
morning, nnd urged 118, by ovory argument which 
ho could think of, to defer our departuro, for Olll' own 
l!n.k08, for two or throo days, that cnnocs might bo 
got rencty to accompany us on anI' voyago: nnd ho 
enclenvolU'cd again to imprcss on our minds the dangel' 
which we shou ld. in(H·itu.bly incur, if wo woro (lotel'­
mined to go oJono, Yot it was apparont to us, o.ftCl' 
all that bo hnd so. id , that 00\'ot0\18I1C88 wns hia pl'C­
domint\ot fcolillg , nnd thOl'cfore we paid li ttlo atton­
tion to his rClllnrks, furthcr tho.n t1ln~ wo consontc<1 
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to wait till the afternoon for a man to accompany us 
in capacity of messenger to the so-much-talked-of 
Bocqua. market. where, it is asserted, we shall be per­
fectly safe; nnd beyond which pInee the people are 
I'epresented as being less rapacious, so that we shall 
have little to fenr from them. 

The dcscription which the chief's brother has 
given us of the people residing a day's journey from 
hence, is too shocking to dcscribe. To usc 8. very 
common and fllmilia.r expression: .. What e\'ery one 
lilly5 must be true," and we begin to give credence to 
the rumours so often repeated, of the fierceness and 
cruelty of this race of human beings which occupy 
both Bides of the Niger between Kn.eunda and Bocqua, 
though Wl' make every allowlluce for exaggeration, 
bccatl:-\o the natives 1\,l"e fond of the m[\.T\Tclious. and 
arc apt to magnify the most trifling circuJUstance:; 
into incidents of the last importance. 
A~ the afternoon came on, we inquired in yain for 

the promiscd guide i and whell we found that the 
chief, or rather his brother, felt no disposition wbat­
erer to redecm his pledge. we made immediate pre­
p(l.rations to leave the town, to the manifest disappoint­
IUl'nt of the h,lter. who Illude f& very dolorous lament, 
I\od did ull iu his power. except emplo);ng actual 
force, to induce us to change our resolution. 

At three in the afternoon. we otfered up 0. prayer 
to the .\lmighty Disposer of nil human e'Vents, for 
protection ou our future ,·oyagc. that he would deign 
to extend to us his ull-saying power aDlong the la,,"-
11;'''-:3 bru'burillus it W:\oS our lot to be obliged to pass. 
lia,;ng done this, we l~ext OrdCl"l'd Pascoe and our 
pcople to commence loadmg the canoe. I :shall never 
for.~ct them, poor fellows: they w('1'e all in loal'S, 
<lod trcmb1~l with fear. One of them, named 
Antonio, n nntiyo of Donny, and son to the late chief 

:-; 3 
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of that ttvcr, who had joined us from his Majesty'& 
lwig tbe Glinl.::er, with the consent of Lieutenant 
)latson, her commander, was as much affected as the 
rest, but on a different account. For himself, he 
5.'\id th.at he did not enre, his own life was of D() 

consequence. All he feared was, that my brother 
and I -sLould.' be murdered: he 10,'ed us dearly: he 
had becD with us eyer since we had left t.he sea, and 
it, would be as bad flS dying himself to see us killed. 

At balf-past four in the afternoon, in pursunnce of 
our plan, we bade adieu to the kiud inhabitants of 
Kncunda, and e,-erything having been com'eyed to­
the canoe, and oW" men in their places, WO' embarked, 
tUld l)ushcd off the shore in sight of multitudes of 
people. "reworked OUf way witb incredible diffi­
culty through the morass, before we were enabled 
to get into the body of the stream. The poor nnt.i\·es 
gazed at us 'with nstonishment, !lod followed us with 
their eyes as long as they could. no doubt expecting 
that we should neyer be seen or heard of more. 

"'e were now fairly off, find prepared ourselves 
for the worst. .. :Sow," said I, "my boys," as our 
c .... l\oe glided down with the strenDl. II let us nll stick 
together. I hope tho.t we h{we none among uS .Jrbo 
will flinch, come what mQ.Y." Antonio and Sam said 
they werc detcrmined to stick to us to the last. 
The former I have before alluded to; the latter is Il 

nat.ive of S ierra. Leone, ::md I belicye them both to 
bo firm fellows when required. Old Pascoe und 
Jowdie, two of my former people; I knew could bo 
depended on ; but the new ones, although they boasted 
much when they found that there was DO avoiding 
it, I hMl not much dependence on, as I had not 
had an oppoltunity of tryillg them. 'Ve directed the 
four muskets und two pistols to be loaded with ball 
and slugs, determined that our opponents, whoever 



.\ :SIGUT OX mE RrrER. 181 

tbey might be, should meot with a wa.rm reception ~ 
nnd haying made o,'ery preparation for our defence 
which we thougltt would be aWliling, and encouraging 
<)ur little band to behuyc themselves gallantly. we 
gave three heurty cheers, and commended ourselves 
to Providence. 

Our little vossel moved on in grn.nd style under 
the vigorous I\lld anima.ted exertions of our men. 
Thore were no tears now, and I thought, as they 
llropelled her o.long with more than their usual 
strength, tltat thoy felt they were 0. match for ",u)' 
eanoo tha.t would dnro to attack us. Shortly after 
INwing K!\(}Ulldn, the river took u turn dne south, 
betweon tolerably high hills j the strength of the 
CUlT{)ltt continued much about. the same. A few 
milt's fMlher on, wo observed a. branch of the Niger. 
1',\thor uimiuutive. nmning oft'in a. westerly dit-cction; 
hut arc not cortniu whelher this was ouly a. creek. or 
.n braneh of the rircr i the banks of it were eoyered 
with palm h'Ce.:;, ltud little hills werc scattered over 
them. '" t' found. ourselves opposite a Jarge, sprcad­
iug town, from whieh issued n. grea.t and eonfuse(l 
noist'. ns.of a multitude quarrelling. or as the wa\'es 
-of the sen rolliRg upon a rocky beach i we saw also 
other t(nnlS Ott the western ba.nk of the river. but we 
cauti(lu~l} ,\Voided them all. The e\'ening was calm 
..and serene. the ROI\t of the day was oYe", the mQOR 
t\uJ. stur~ now afforded us an ':'lgrccn.hle light.-every­
thing was $tiH and. ploosaut: we glided sUloothly and 
fli lC'utlJ down tbe stream, and for a long while we snw 
little to e);cite our fellI'S, and heard nothing but a 
gentle rustling of t.he leaY(~s, oecMioned by the wind, 
the uoil!oc of our padtlles. or now :md theu the plashing 
of fil:lhcs. Il~ they leaped out of the water. 

Ahout midnight we obserred lights from Il "mage. 
to n'hicb ~'e were "cry dose. and heard people dancing~ 
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Hinging. and laughing in the moonshine outsido their 
huts. We mado haste over to tho opposite side to 
get away, for fear of 1\ lurking danger, and we fancied 
lh;lt a light was following LIB. but it was only 0.. 

" \ViII 0' tho wisp." or some :;uch thing, and trecs 
SOOIl hid iL from our sight. After the moon had 
gono fLoWIl, it bccame rather cloudy, so that wo co.ulel 
not JiBcorn t.ho wn.y as phinly 'as we could have 
wiilhed, and the consequence wns, illnt we were sud· 
donly (lI·ifted by tho current into nn eddy, and in 
spite of all 0\11' exertions to get out of it, we /:Iwept 
over into 1\ small, shallow channel which had been 
formed by the ovorfloll'ing of the river, nnd it cost 
t 1\'0 hours' hard labour to get into tho mOln atl'cnm 
again. '}'110 cOW'so of the rin:!!' was turned to the 
south·cnst by (l. rn.ngo of very high hills. Wo o.lso 
pa(;Rcd (I. great number of islands. 

JJfolldwl, October 25tl,.-At one, A.M., tho direction 
.)f the ri'ver changed _ to 8Outh·south·wcst, running 
betweon immellHely high hiUs, At fil'e o'clock tbis 
Hlol'uing. wo found ourseh'es nearly opposite n- )'ery 
cOIlHidorublo river, entering the Niger from tho cost­
wnrd; it aPl)eal'cd to bo th1'eo or four miles wide at 
its month, and 011 tho bank wo sn.w a large town. one 
port of whieh faced tho rivor, lUlel the other the 
Quort·n.. \Vo nt first Iiupposcd it to be l\D nnn of that 
river, find nmrring fr'om liS; nud thorefore directed 
our course for it, We proceoded up it a short dis­
tnnce. but finding tho CUlTeut against us, ond thnt it 
-inoreasod Il.H wo got within its ontrance, und oW' people 
baing til'od, wo WOI'O compelled to gh'o up tho nlte91pt, 
nnd wero easily swept bnck into tho Niger. Couse· 
fluently wo pn~od on, Lut detormined on rooking in· 
<[ lI it'ios conoorning it tho first oonveniont opportunity. 
But '1'0 oonolmlo thia to bo tho 'rshndda, nnd tho 
Inrgo town wo have nUuded to, to bo Cuttumcurrnfcc, 
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tho same which had been mentioned to us by the old 
Mallam. At all e,Tcuts we had satisfied ourselves it 
was not l\ branch of the Niger. The banks on both 
sides, as far as we could see up it, were vcry high, 
and appeared verdant nnd fertile. 

The morning wus dull nnd cloudy; yet, as soon as 
the sun had pnrtinlly dispoNed the mists wbich hung 
over tbo valleys and upon the little hills, we could 
\listinguish irregular mountains jutting up almost close 
to the wnt~r's edge, whose height we were prevented 
oven from guessing at; because their summits were 
involved in clouds, or enwrapped in yapours, wruch 
yet lingered about their sides. A double range of 
dc"ra.ted bills appeared beyond them on the south·enst 
side i nnd on the n6rth·west side a chain of lesser 
bills extended (LS fm' ns the eye could (liseem. They 
nppelwcd "ory sterile. Those on the north-west were 
formed of clumps, yery much resembling the shape 
of those wo had fl.ec-n in Y unit 8., which are here 
cnl1cd tho Kong mountains. 

At seYen o'clock the Niger seemed free of islands 
nnd clear of morasses on both sides, and its banks 
were well wooded, nnd mueh higher than we had 
observed thom for a long time preYiously; never­
theless. it rau o\-er a rocky bottom. which caused its 
surfnce to ripple exceedingly. Just about the same 
honr. ono of the canoes. which we were told of as of 
difforent m,\ke to our (Hm, passed us. In shape, it 
mllch resembled a common butoher's tray, and it was 
fW'wshed ,,;tlt seats like those used on ynrious parts 
of tho sea-coast. It was puddled by eight or ten little 
boys, who sung 6S they worked; and thoy were super­
intended by au eldorly person who sat in the middle 
of the canoe. 'rhe motion of their puddles was regu­
ll\ted by a peculiar hissing noise whieh they made a.t 
interrols with their Dtouths; and it wus pleasing to 
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observe the celerity witb which tbis little vessel was 
impelled against the stream. In the early part of 
the morning, after daylight, we passed a "reat ruany 
yillages. (rhe banks of tbe river were ~rnamented 
wit.h palm trees, and much cult·jvated gronnd, which 
extended to the foot of the mountains, and among 
the nv-cnues formed bet,,-een them. 

At 10 A.M., we passed a huge and white naked 
rook; in tIle form of a perfect dome, arising from the 
centre of the ri"er, It was arrout twenty feet higll, 
and covered with an immense quantity of white birds, 
in consequence of wbich- we nnmed it the Bird Rock: 
it is about three or four miles distant from Bocqna. 
on the same side of the riyer. It is safest to pass it 
on the south-east side, on which s.ide is also the 
proper channel of the riYer, about three miles in 
width. We passed it on the western side, and were 
very nearly lost iu a whirlpool. It wos with the 
utmost difficulty we preserved the canoe from being 
c{l.lTied awa.y, and dashed against the rocks. Fortu­
nately, I Sft" t.he danger at first, and finding we could 
not get clear of it, my brother and I took a. paddle, 
and ftnimat.ing our men, we exerted all our strengt.h, 
und succeeded in preventing her fl'Om tUl'niog round. 
'fhe distance of this rock from t.he nenrest bonk js 
nbout a quarter of a. mile, and the current 'nIS ruu­
ning with the velocity of six miles au hour, according 
to our estlll.lation. Had our canoe become unrna'" 
nagcable, we should inevitably hul'c l)el'ished. Shortly 
after, seeing n couyenient place for landing, the mcn 
bcing languid ond weary with. hungOl' I\nd exertion, 
we IHllted on the right. bank of the riYer, which we 
imagined wos most convenient for our pmpose. Tho 
course of thc rivel' this morning was sout.h-south­
west, and its width varied CIS usual from t.wo to fh-e 
01' six miles, The angry nnd scowling npl)cnr:Ulce of 
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the fi\'luall1on~ forewarned U8 of a. helwy shower, or 
something wors<,. which induced us hn;tily to erect 
an a.wning of mats uuder a palm-tree's sllnde. As 
soon as we had leisure to look arouud us, though no 
hl~bitn.tion coilld anywhero be seon, yet it was eyident 
tha spot had beon "jsited, and thn.t very recently, by 
mml.bors of J1coplc. \Vo discovercd the remains of 
s(won\l c\-tioet fires, with broken calabashes and 
pil'ces of earthen vcsseh, whieh wero scattered 
arO\lml; l\1ul our lncn likewiso l)icked up a quantity 
of cocon-nut ~hclll'\, and three or foUl' staves of t\ 

powder-banel. These discoveries, trifling as they 
wore, TItled us wi~h plct\6aut nnd hopeful sensations; 
antI w\) fl'lt nR'mreli. from the cireuDlstnncc of a. burrel 
of pow,I~'r luning found its way bither, that the 
nntin;>,>; ill the neighbourhood mnintained some kind of 
int\'r('OUl'St' with Europeans from the sea.. 

1'hc !-Ipot. flll' 1\ hundred yn.rd.s, was cleared of grass, 
111111IWWOOIJ. and ycgctation of Ill: kinds; and, on 
furthor oh)lcrYluion, we cnUle to the conclusion that 
n lUarket or fnil' was periodically heM thereon. Very 
shortly uftcnnmls, 08 three of OIU' meLl were struggling 
about in the hush. searching for firewood, n yilh'ge 
~udd(,1l1y opened before thcm: this did not excite 
their Il&tonbhmcnt, nnd they entered one of the huts 
which Wtl.~ nCt\l'est thero, tu procure f\. little fire, 
IIowcn:-r, it happened to contain ollly women: but 
the~c were territilIli beyoud measure at the sudden 
!loud n.hrupt enh'lUlce of strange-looking mCll, whose 
bngunge they did not know, nnd wbose business 
they could not understand: and they all ron out, in a. 
fright. into th\) woods. to wurn their lllllie relatives 
of them. who were labouring a.t their usual occupa· 
til'll of hu~bandry. i\Icanwhiic, 0\11' 1Ul~n hml vcry 
composedly taken SOUlO burning embers from the 
nrc, and roturned to us iu a. few minutes, with the 
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brief allus}on to the circumstance of haying disco­
vered n. yillnge. 1'hey told us also that they had 
seen culthateel land, and that these women bad run 
all-ay from them as soon as they so.w them. This we 
tl10ught lightly of j but, rejoiced that they had seen 
the TIllage, n.nd immediately sent Pascoe, Abraho.m, 
and Jowdie, in company, to obtain some fire, and to 
pUl'chase a few yams for us. In about ten minutes 
after they returned in baste, telling us that they had 
been to the village, and had asked for some fire j but. 
that the people did not understand them, and, inste.ad 
of attending to their wishes, they looked terrified, 
and had suddenly disappeared. In consequence of 
their threateuing nttitudes, our people had left the 
vi.1lage, and rejoined us with nil the haste they could. 
'Ve did not, however, think that they would attack 
us, Rnd wc proceeded to make onr fires, and then laid 
ow-seh-es down. 

TotaUy unconscious of danger, we were reclining 
on ow' mats-fol' we, too, like our people, were 
wearied with toil, and O\'ercome with drowsiness­
when, in about twenty minutes after our men had 
returned, one of them shouted, with a loud Yoice, 
.( ',Var is coming! ObI wfir is coming! It and yun 
towards us with a. scream of terror, telling us that, 
the natives were hastening to attack us, 'Va st,1rted 
up at this unusual exclamation, and, looking about 
us, we beheld n. large party of men, almost naked, 
running ill t\ VCl'y irregular manner, and with uncouth 
gestures, towards our little encampment. They wera 
nIl variously anned with muskets, bows llbd arrows, 
knives, cutlasses, barbs, long speal's, und other instru­
ments of destruction; and, as we gazed upon tIns 
baud of wild mell, with their ferocious looks and 
hostile a.ppeal'nnce, which was not a little heightened 
on obsen'ing the weapons in their hands, we felt n 
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very uneasy kind of sensation, and wished ourselves 
safe out of their hands. To persons peo.ceably in­
clined, like oUl'selvos, and who bad done them no 
harm, we could look on their preparations with 
calmness j but as it is impossible to foresee to what 
extremities such encounters might lead, we waited 
the result with the nlost po.iuful anxiety, 

Om' party was much scnttered; but fortunately 
we could sce them coming to us at some distance, 
I\ud "'0 had time to collect our men. 'Vo resolved, 
howevcr, to pre,'cnt bloodshed. if possiblc-our nUDl­

bC'l's woro too few to lca.\'e us a cha.nce of escaping by 
any other way. The llatiycs wcre approaching us 
fa"lt, null had by tlus time arri,'eu almost close to 
our palm-tree. Not a. moment was to be lost. 'Ve 
dC!iirl'd PI\!'ol'OC uno ull our people to follow behind us, 
at a short distauce, with the loaded muskets and 
pistols; and wo eujoined them st.rictly not to fire, 
\1111(':$8 they first fired at us. On~ of the natives, 
who pro\'e~l to be tho chief, we perceived n little in 
ad\'i\llce of his companions; nnd, throwing down our 
pistols, whieh we had snatched up in the first moment 
of surprise, my brother nnd I walked yery composedly, 
sud unnrllled, towards him. As we approached him, 
W(l lUndo aU the signs and motions we could with our 
firtUS, to deter him and his peoillo from firing on us. 
nis quin:!r was dangling at hi~ .side, his boW' was 
bent. and nu nrrQW, whieh was pointed at our breasts, 
ali'cady trombled on the striu~. when wo were within 
a few)'ords of hi8 person. T~his wus n highly criticnl 
moment-tho next might be our lust. But the hand 
of Providence aYcrted the blow; for, just as the 
chief was about to pull the fatal cord, a. man that 
wus neare:st him rushed forward, and stayed his arm. 
At that instant we stoed before him. aud~immediatdy 
held forth ow' hands j all of them trembled like 
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aspen lc(wes; the chief looked up full in our fnces, 
kneeling' on the gt'ound-light seemed to flash from 
his durk rolling eyes-his body was convulsed all 
over, as though he were enduring the utmost. torture, 
and with a timorous, yet undefinable, expression of 
countenance, in which all the passions of our nnture 
were stmngely blended, he drooped his head, eagerly 
grasped our proffered hands, and burst into tears. 
l'his was (l, sign of friendship - harmony followed, 
and Wfll' and bloodshed wCl:e thought of no lUorc. 
Pence and friendship now reigned amongst us; il.lld 

the nrst thing that we did was to lift the old chief 
from tbe grolUld, ilnd to convey him to our encamp­
m.ent. 'fhc behaviour of our men afforded us no 
little amusement, now th11t the danger was past, 
\\T e had noW' had n. fair trial of their courage, and 
should know who to trust on a futuro occasion. 
Pascoe wns firm lo his post, and stood still with his 
muskot pointed at the chief's bren~t during the whole 
timo. If e is :\ bl1\\,o fellow; and said to us, as we 
passed ]litn to om encampment with the old lll311, 
.• If the black rascals had fired [It either of you, 
I should hrl.Ye brought the old chief down like n. 
guinea-fowl." It was impossible to l\yoid smiling at 
the fellow's honesty-nlthough "'0 WCI'C on the best of 
tcrms with the old chief-and wo hal'o little doubt 
that he wouM lUlNO beeu o.s good as his word. As 
for our two brave fellows, Slun nnd Antonio, they 
took to thoir heels nnd scnmpored off l\S fost as they 
could, directly they sa\I' the n:\ti\'CS npproaching us 
OVOI' tho long grnss i HOI' did thoy make their ll.ppcar. 
111100 oguin \Ultil t.he chief 31Hl all his people werc 
sitting I'oulld us; .Hld even whon they <1\(1 l'etW'I1, 
thay WOI'O so frigblenc(l they could not s})enk for 
some lime. 

All lhe (Inned valtlgers hall noW" gathered l'ounu 
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their leader. and anxiously wa.tched hi$ looks and 
gestures. The resuJt of the meeting delighted them 
-eyer)' eye sparkled with pleasure-they uttered a. 
shout of joy-they thrust their bloodless arrows into 
their quivers-they mn about as though they '"'I"erc 
possessed of o"il spirits-they tWllnged their bow­
strings, fired oft· their muskets, shook their spears~ 
( .. lattered their quivers. danced, put their bodies into 
all lUaDner of l'idicnloul:I positions, laughed, cried, and 
sung in rapid sl1ccel>sion-they werc like a troop of 
mnuillcs. Neyer was spectacle more wild and terrific. 
When this 8n11y of passion to which thc)- had worke(1 
themselves huu subsided into calmer and more reason­
able bduwlonr, wo presented each of the war-mell 
with l\ quantity of needles, as a further token of our 
fricuIlly illh'ntion!:l. Tho chief sat himself down on 
the turf. with ono of us on each side of him, while 
the Oll'n w(lre knnillg' on their wenpons on his right 
null ll'ft. .\t fin"t no one could ul'<lerstand us; but 
nil oM mUll madl' hi~ nppcorance shortly after, who 
W"ldcrstoou the llaus!W. langunge. Him the chief 
l'mploy~d as nn interpreter; t\nd every ono listened 
with llllxiety to the follQwing explanation wbich he 
ga\'(' us:-

... \ few miuutes after you first landed. one of my 
pooille CIHnc to me, and saiJ. that II number of strange 
pcopll' had l\rrin~d o.t the mllrket-phlce. 1 sent him 
btlCk again to g'('t as nCltr to you as he could. to hear 
,\hat ~·Oll inteuded doing. lie ~oon after returned 
to 1ll~. nud Mid that you spoke in it language which 
he ('ould not unuenitnnd. Not doubting tbnt it 
\\{lS your intention tu uttul'k my village at night, 
and cl\rry off my V~oplc, I dc~ircd them to get rendy 
to fight. ,rc were all prepared aud c.tger to 
kill JOlt, nud cnrue down breathing yengcance and 
l!laughtcr, suppo'ling that you were my cncwic$, and 
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hacllo.J)dcd from the opposite side of the river. But 
when you came t.o meet us Ullarmed, and we saw 
your white faces, we wero all so frightened that we 
could not pull our bows, nor move band or foot; 
and when you drew near me, and extended your 
hauds towards me, I felt my heart faint within me, 
nnd belic\Tccl t.hat )'on were 'Gldldren qf Hea1;en, ' 
and had droPI)cd from the skies." Such was the 
effect we bad produced on him; aud under this 
impression be Ime,w not what he did. H And now,» 
said he, t< white men, all I want is your forgiveness." 
" That you shall have most hen.rtily," we said, as we 
shook hands with the old chief; and havi.ng taken 
care to assure him '"IYO bad not come from so good a 
place as he had iuwgined, we congratulated oursch-es, 
ns well as bim, that this affair had ended so happily. 
For our O)nl parts, we had rell-SOil to feel t.he most 
unspeaka.ble pleastU'e at its flwourable terminn.tion ; 
and we oITered up internally to our merciful Creator a­
pl'ayer of thanksgiying and praise, for his providential 
int.mferellce on 0\11' behalf; for the Almighty has, 
indeed, to use the \\'ol'ds of the Psnlmist of Israel. 
" deli\Cered OUl' soul from death, and our feet. from 
ftl11iug; and preserved us from any' terror by night, 
and fr'om the nnow that flieth by day; from the pes­
tileneo that walketh in darkness, and fl'om tlle sick­
ness th:1t destroyetll at noon-dny.» 'Ve wore gl'llteful 
t.() find ~hat OUl'" blood had not been shed, and that 
we hnd been prevented from spilling the blood of 
others, which we imagined ,,,,e should Ihwe beon ,COIl­

strained to do from irremediable necessity. Our guns 
were nll double-londed with balls and slugs, onr Ulell 

wore ready to present them, Il.nd a si.ngle al'l'O"~ ft'om 
a bow would have beon tho signal for immedinte 
destruction. It ·was a. narrow escape; and God gront 
we mny nevel' be $0 neal' a. cruel denth again r It was 
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happy for us tbat out' white faces and calm behaviour 
prouuccd the effect it did on these people-in another 
minute OU1' bodies would hR\le been as full of arrows 
I\!' n. porcupine's is full of quills. 

'l'he old chief returned to the village, followed by 
his people, whom be addressed by the way from an 
nnt-hill on which be mounted himself. lIe put him­
B('lf into n great yariety of attitudes, and delivered 
them a spoech wbich lasted more than half an hour. 
\\11ctb('r this was relating to ourselves or not we 
could not ascertain j but it seemed more tban pro­
bable. They eame back to U$ again in the afternoon. 
bringing with thClO1 a lllrgo quantity of yams and 
goofl\·uuts us Il present. and invited us with urgent 
importunity to sleep in their huts for the night. 
llromi!ling tl) trent us lHI well ns their circumstances 
"uult! perulit. 'Vo thanked thom for their kindness, 
but 1'111' mnlly rCR!30nS we diel not embrace their offer. 
n oW('Ycr, it t)('em('d as though tl is refusal on our 
pnrh l'au. ... ~d them to be mistrnstful of our intentions; 
fo J' the YiIlngOl1J were djschnrging their muskets from 
~Ull ... ('t till nearly cleven o'elock at night, when the 
l·hid' pnid us a tbird visit. and brought with hiUl 
eight thoU8U.nd cowries. and n. large heal) of yams, 
which he Itlid a.t O\U' feet. Poor fellow! his counte­
nance bcmlled with joy on disco\fcrillg tho.t we were 
rtal(1/ his frieuds. At length he was induced to plaee 
(,olltid~nce iu u.s: nud, as he wishcd us good night, 
he ~ecmed well pleased with tho tranquil appCnTllnCC 
of things.. and went away. 

In the course of our cOl\\'c~ation with the chief, 
when all hi~ yillagel'S were n~scmb]ed around us, we 
pointed to their glUtS, and the bits of fNl cloth they 
hlhl with them. and made them understand that they 
nIl (,lUlle fl"om our country, at which their udmimtio;-l 
and wonder was mnch ill~re:lscll. The old man who 
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had perfonncd the 1)urt of our interpl'ctel' so admi­
rably is an old Fnnda Mallulll. lIe llUderstood the 
Haussn language perfectly, and told us he had corne 
here from FUllcla to attend rhe market which was 
held here every nine days. lIe informed us that 
JUIlDy people carne from the sea-coast, with' goods from 
the white men to pm'clluse slaves, a greut number 
of which, he snid, CtUllO froUl his country. ne told 
us thnt this place is the famous Bocqua market-plnce, 
of which we had heard so great tnlk, and that the 
opposite hank of the river belonged to tho Funda 
country. \Vo now asked the old ~rallnm the distance 
from this place 10 the sen .. and 11.0 told us about ten 
days' journey. 'Vo then pointed out the hills on the 
opposite side of tbe rivel', and asked him wbere they 
led to. .. Tho sea," was his answer. And I< where 
do they lead to 1" WQ inquired, pointing to thoso on 
the same bunk of the river us oUl'seiYes. He 
answered, "they rWl a long Wfly into n country we do 
not know. .. We then flskcd him, if he hnd ever henrd 
of 0. country called Eyeo or Y ul'riba. '1'0 which 
he replied, he hud nevor heard of :lny country of 
either of those names. 0ur next concern was about 
tho sufety of the rivor un.vigntiou; nnd wo nnxiously 
inquire(l his o}>inion of it lowor down, und wllethor 
thoro wero nny rocks or dungorous ]»)uces. As to 
the river llltvigntion, he so.tisfic~l us by saying, ho 
kllew of no dungers. nor hnd he OVOI' heard of uny; 
bllt tho pco}>le on the banks, he said, were ycry bud. 
'" e asked him if be thought the chief would send a 
messenger witl, us if we were to request him, even 
olle day's journey from this place. Without the least 
hesitation }10 flilswercd us-" No: the people of t,hi~ 
country eCln go no ft\l'thcl' dowu the river; if they do, 
and fil'e ctH1ght, they will loso thoi.r hCt1ds. Eyory 
to\I"n that I know of on the batiks of tho river iii fit 
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wnr with its neighbour, and all the rest likewise." 
' Vo a.sked him thou how far Bornou "as from Funda? 
to which he replied, .. Fifteen do.ys' journey~" \Yo 
woro also anDous to know the charo.cter of the people 
on t.ho borders of the Tshadda j and he informed us 
they were all good people, nearly aU hlussulmen. 
Thero wns ono bad place to pass, he said, which was 
Y n.lnynm. nero eur conversation was interrupt~d by 
tho old chlof, who wished to return to the 'Village, 
and the Mulll\lll was obliged t-o accompnny hiro. He 
Wl\S n. fine respectu.ble old man, and answered rul 
our lluedtions with a readiness which evinced thc 
euperiOl'ity of his elnss. 

'Ve oiful'cd up n. prayer to the .Almighty for his 
~igu,u protection during this eventful day, and retired 
to f\'st. 

TUL'3dal/, Octoi>eI' 26th.-\V"hen I awoke in the 
morning, ~tho first person I saw wa,s OlU' trusty old 
man, rnscoc. very busy roasting yams for our broak~ 
fast. This man has been a most valuable servant to 
us, and is the only stanch follow among nll our people. 
In spite of a good deal of raiu tha.t ha.d fnllen in tho 
night. wo got up much refreshed this morning; for 
our mat awning, although mther a frail coYcring, bad 
cxcluded th(l rain and kCI)t us tolerably dry, Early 
in the morning thc chief of the ,;]lage, the old man 
that flctcd as jnterpreter. and a number of men and 
women, ,;sitcd ow' encampment, and behaved them· 
sches .in the most becoming and friendly manner. 
Not satisfied with what they had given us yestcrda)", 
the 'illagers offered us another large heap of yams, 
which, howoHT, we refused to ncccpt without making 
l\ suitable recompense. ".,. e accordingly gll\'C them 
Some beads in exchange for them, although I belie'fc 
the~' would ha\'o been contented hild we posscssrd 
uothing to oifer thcm in return. 

YOLo u. 0 
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We DOW learnt from the interpreter that buyers 
Ilnd sellers attend this market, not only from places 
adjacent, but also from remote towns and villages, 
both above and below, and on each bank of the Niger. 
A small tribute is exacted by the chief from every 
one that offers articles for sale at the market, and in 
this consists the whole of his revenues. All the 
villagers that came out against us yesterda.y are his 
slaves. 'Ve were likewise informed, that directly 
opposite, on tho eastern bank, is the common path to 
the city of Funda, which is, indeed, as ,ye ha\'e been 
told at FoJQ, situated three days' jouruey up the 
Tshadda froUl the Nigel' i that the large river whicll 
we obseITed yesterday falling into the Niger from the 
eastward, is the celebrated Sllar, Slwry, Qr Sharry, 
of travellers, or, which is more proper than either. 
the Tsltadda, as it is universally called throughout 
the country. The interpreter said, furt.her, that the 
smallor stream which we passed on the 19th, flowing 
from thc snme direction, is the U Coodoonia. " 

The chief assured us that we had nothing to fear, 
having passed aU tllOse plllces from which we might 
have o'-'.1'ected danger and molestation during the 
night. Howo\'er, ilo cautioned us to n,,,oid, if possible, 
a very eonsidernble town lying on the eastern bunk, 
whioh we should pass in the afternoon, the governor 
of whiob, he affu'mcd, would detain us a considerable 
time ill his territories, though he might treat us well. 
A little wa.y below Dooquu, he said, on the loft border 
of the river, resides (l. l)owerful king, sovereign. of n 
fine country, called AUa, who would force us to ,;s.it 
him, if by any means he were to be forewarned of 
our npproo.ch. ne said, that ho did not think he 
would do us allY injW'y, but t.hat the ohief was u. very 
extraordinary man, and if he had us in hi~ power 
would detain us longor thn·n we wished. Perhaps 
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110 might keep us in his town two or three mouths, 
but be would at least deh\in us till all his l)eop1e 
hau satisfied t,hoir curiosity, and then he might 
allo,,~ us to depart. As the chief of Bocqua. was 
decidedly of opinion that it would be in the power 
of this prince to render us the most essential senice if 
he were our friend, we requested of him a guide and 
messenger to accompany us to Atta, and introduce 
11S to tho king; but he ll.l1swered, without hesitation, 
thnt n man from him would be captured and slain 
the moment he should make his appearance there. 
but for what reason we are left to conjectw·e. This 
did not argue, howeycr, yery fuvourably us to tile 
clemency or meroiful dispositiou of the monarch of 
Attn; aud thorefore wo resoh'ed to keel) out of hil:! 
renoh by running along elose to the shore on the 
OPI1(l'lito sjde of the water. The chiof concluded by 
obsening that in sen~n days we should rench the sea, 
a pi..:::l'c of intelligenco "ith which we wore not n little 
]llenscd. The old interpreter had told us that" we 
);uouhl got there in ten days: therefore we cannot be 
fur from it. 

The females of Bocqua 'nrc good-looking, and ycry 
nent in their persons. The mOll hal'O not. the cu!:'­
tom, us n.t Kncuuda. of cutting marks on the face or 
on any part of the body. il!l\-ing finished our us\lt\l 
~nnty hn"akfast of 1\ ro • .\sted yrun and somo watt:r 
from ~the riYor, we COllJlllcnc~d fending our canoo and 
pn.'llftring for OUI day's journ~~·. 'Yc bad uow passed 
th~ worst plnee on tho rin'r, which is between this 
lmd Kacunda, lllid there W:lS no fWiher ncccssih' for 
trayclliug hy night. 'l'his we by no moans regret; 
for although we aro expooed to the heat of the sun 
hy dny. yet there arc dtlligers ill tho river, in COllIH.'· 
Ilucnee of the water being so high. which arc morL' 
eMily uyoidcd lly d.:lJlig~t 2than in the dnrk. It hi 
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not cnsy to keep clear of eddies, (lotl when influenccd 
by thcm our conoo is swept out of the main stream 
of tho riv~r, t\nd it is with difficulty we regain our 
('OUl'se. r!'ho cunoo being uil ready, we shook band~ 
cordially with our friend the chief. nnd the principal 
male and female Yillagers. aod, tl few minutes after 
50,'on, firo(l 1\ snlute of two or three muskots, gfWO 

three cheers, nnd departed fxom Becquia. \Yo soon 
IlMlscd their little town, which ho.d a ncnt nppearnncc, 
mu.l was fortifie(1 by f\ strong wooden fence. 

Doth bnllKS of the rh'cr still continued hillr. and 
W01'O fl'inged with })rilUo,'nl woods. which wero bending 
0\'01' the wotcr. At olo.von, .\. M., wo we1'O opposite 
n. town. whioh, from tho description that hnd been 
givon of ii, wo sUlllloscd to be Atta. It is situated 
(11050 to tho Wtltt.:lt"S edge, ou the south-eust bnnk of 
tltt' l'l,,{'tl'. in 11II devnted situnf.ion. and on a fino 
gl'\'on sw(ml: its npllct\\'tll\eo WtlS ullSpcakably besu" 
tiful. '1'h\) tI)wn is clCllU. of prodigious extont. and 
m'IH\l\\t1nl\,d wil11 y('\'(ltmt 1>1w\l1>s i\ud tall goo{liy 
\1'\'(16. A tQW CfmONl we1'O Ising nt tho foot. of the 
t('lWlI. but wo Nl<'t\l)ct.\ obson't\lion. IlUl1lll\S$l,(1 on ncar 
11\\\ OPPO)l\to ~hOl'O, Afh't'wal'cls tho nU\1'gln of the 
\'\n'I'lw\'tl1l\o mOl'''' thickly woodoll, nUll Ulor() wnbrn­
/!:('(lut! thtm IH.lf()l'o: n\Hl for upwards of thirty miles. 
1l\lt II tQ" 1\ ('1\' 1\ ,·i\lIlg'O, or oven (\ singla hut, could 
IlHywl\\I\,(' \1\, ~I.'I.'I\, 'I'ho whokl of this di.stanco our 
,'\\lIQ\' pll!lM'll )l1\\01\t1l1), nlong tho Nig<'r, and e,·ory 
thins' \\"1\)\ silllnt 1\1\\1 solit~lr)'; no 801\0(1 (!ould bo 
distin!-(lIiKhl'(\ :-ItIY() 0\1\' OWl\ voicos imd tho plasbiug of 
thl' pI~\l\n")I with thl,h' t:>l'lIOCil; Iho \Song of birds WIIS 
Hoi. hl'III\I . HI'l' \I,\\\hl Imy (~niUl:\l wlu\loyor bo S('on; 
tho hllllkt'. t'l'(lllll'd h) lltl on!il'ol), dNlortcd, And tho 
'''t\~ni.th'\'l\l Nig(ll' hI hI,) shmlbol'iug in its OWIl 

g'I'tllll! O\lI'. 
l~'\,(lll\ DOlJl)m\ Iho l'i,,01' I'uns in 1\ Yt\Uoy batwo('1\ 
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mountaine of a considerable height. Between Atta 
and Bocqua market the course of the ri,"er is about 
south-west, with scyeral turnings in it. The hills 
on the north-west side seemed to decrease in height 
n.hout the middle of the day, and those on the eastern 
sido arc chn.nging their course to the south-enst, 
wbilo the river still flows to tho south-west. About 
two in tho aftornoon. the nature of the banks was 
,'ntirely chaoged ; from being high they became low 
and swampy, }Huticularly the left bank, and were 
covered with thick jungle, which mostly overllUng 
the water. At half-past two we passcd tw'O chaIDl­
iug littlo islands, which nppeared to be uninha.bited, 
lH1l1 at four we enw a branch of the river running off 
III l\ southerly I!ircction. inclining a. little to the east. 
1 t n.pp('urcd to be u. quartet of a lllile wide. At about 
t1Vt' in th ... , cyeuwg. our people being tired, we 
,iL'''t't'iL''I1 tl CalIOC', and pulled towards it j but those 
thut woro in it were fl'ightened on seeing us, and 
jumped out and hid themselves in the forest. In 
t\\O or thrC'l' minutes we perceived on the left bank 
t\ row dilapidated huts, and we pulled the canoe ashore. 
intl.'uiling to remaiu there for the night. A number 
lIr WOUl('U first obset'ycd us; they were also alarmed. 
lilld hurried nwn y to 0.0 adjacent village, where we 
~I'" thom proYi~ling thomsolyes with muskets and 
other und\il ,'\""CallOus; and very formidable AmnzollS 
th,·) Oppt'nrc<l to be. IIowcycr, we did not seem to 
n.'J;rmi them, but jumped on shore with our ma.ts, Bud 
snt down on the ground vcry comfortably under the 
bnmchl'" of 0. coeon.-Dut tree, the first that we have 
:0.0('11 ~i1\(,c le3.Ying Ynrribn. '\Te had not been long 
"'l'nlcd bl'tQl'C n. Dumber of people mnde their nppear­
nU\'l'. rUDning hastily towards us with swords emu 
musket:<. ill their hauds. Seeing thn.t we werc sitting 
down quietly, without maldDg any hostile displn)". 
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they hesitated, and stopped at n short distance from 
us, and wi~bccl to know what we wonted at their 
tOWIl. \Yo had recourse to Ollr usunl metbod of OS~ 
prC!5Sillg ourselves by signs; and tl~c nntiYes, finding 
that WQ wero really harmless bOlligs, ventured to 
Jra,,' nearer, and yery soon became reconciled to us. 
Shortly after they werc joined by some morc of their 
?ompnnions, and among them wns a young man who 
1Il11'Clfcctly understood tbo BQnn!/lnnguagc; so that 
Anlonio, ono of om" men, who is sou to "gin9 
Pepper," cwef of that country, mlS enabled to enter 
into cOllYersntion with him, and presently mnde him 
c(Jlllprchend m'crything l'elnti,'c to us, which he re­
pea1:ed to tho ,·illagers. \Ve had been thus employed 
n short time, and had become great frionds with 
these people, the womcn chatting with n. fami­
liarity wo had not becn accustomed to up the country, 
and begfln to find ourselycs ycr.r eomfort:lble, when 
the chief, n tnll, llercwcnu, awkward figure, with a 
!\ullen and most forbidding eoun{oMnco, lUnde his 
l'l)pearnnce. lIt' iutroduccd himself without the 
!O;mnllcst ccrcmony. and Yory briefly desired us to 
,,('company him to his hut in the principal village, 
which is callcel .Abb«;:'acca. 'l'he rond to this plnco 
i~ by (l ])orrow foot-way, oyerhung by r:l.llk grass 
three times our own height. This formed n completc 
arch o\'e1' om' heads, and the path ''ins exceedingly 
intricnto. On arrl"ing there. a clenn shed was pre­
Vnt'cd for us, which, though slUall, was one of the 
largest in tho yillago. Through tho llltCl'pretut.ion 
of .Antonio wo informed tho chief who we woro, and 
,d~Ot'O wo wished to go, Ho immedintely snid ho 
w~)\\lcl accompnny us to n largo town lower do,,~n the 
river. of which his hl'other wns govornor, nnd whero 
w(, should meot with puoJ>lc from Bonny, Cnlcbnr. 
Bt'fiSS, and Bini, which h,tter l)lzlce we conclude is 
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ruea.nt for Bonin. The natives of all these places, he 
informed us, come up to his brother's town for the 
purpose of buying slaves, and we shall then be at 
liberty to accompany whichever party we please. It 
waS important to ascertain which was the largest 
branch, as soon as wo found that "these different 
rivers communicated with the Niger, and we asked 
him the question, through Antonio, wwch was 
considered tho largest river. This he was unable to 
say, but wo wcro told by Antonio afterwards, that he 
thought the BOlmy was the largest. He inforlned 
us thu,t. if wo intended going to the tOWll of which his 
bl'othel' was governor, to-morrow, that we must got 
up yery ea.rly, otherwise we should not alT1Yo there 
bet' oro sunset. After thanking the chief for his com· 
Inunieations i\J.ld attention to us, we took OUI' leave of 
him for the night. 

Before wo had retired to re~t, a few shtle eggs 
which we could not eat, and a. ullabash of very in­
ferior tunh, wero sent us by tho ehief, with a hint 
that a prcsent would be acceptable in the worning. 
This ,ras "cry inhospitable treatment of us, and we 
could not help thinking the chief was a mean old 
fellow. for wo S3W plenty of poultry and goats in his 
yard, which he knew would be more ncceptn,ble to us 
tho.n his stnlo eggs. At. eight in the evening we lay 
down to sleep, · but could find no rest, on account of 
i\ll t\l"my of gigantic musquitoes, which desperately 
attMkcd us from aU quarters, and serenaded us till 
lllorrung with thoir unwelcome song. The course of 
the riYel' to-day has been Hendy south-west, and its 
wiJ.th ytlrymg ti'Olll two to threo wiles. 

U"'t.-oa'ncs<t'aj, October 27th.-At day-hrenk we arose 
frow our wats, after no very comfortable night's 
rest, ill consequence of tho attacks of tho musquitoes. 
\Y c took a. little refreshment, and comruenced our 
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preparutions for st.arting. At six o'clock the chief, 
who, as well as his :illagers, had long been on the 
alert, came to us for his present, nnd, as we suspect.ed 
last eyeniug, we found considerable difficulty in satis­
fying the surly old man. I accordingly gave him a 
pair of silver bracelets, a pair of scissors, fixe hundred 
needles, nnd a handsome country cloth. which the 
queen of Boossa had given us. The fellow was dis­
contented with this, which was more than we had 
giyen awny a long time. lie began to grumble, and 
told us plainly, that he would not let us lea..e his 
village till something better was giyen to him. To 
enforce his threats, fourteen of his slaves stood around 
him armed with muskets, whose nppearance alone, I 
suppose, he thought would be sufficient to intimidate 
us into compliance. ,,7 e by no means wished to 
ha\'e any disturbance, and therefore endeavoured as 
much as we could to persuade him that we had 
nothing more to gire him. I directed all our tra­
"clling things to be taken ont of our bo:s:es before 
him, and had them put baek again and locked up. 
This would not satisf)' him, and be desired them to 
be searched again, and that he himself might be 
nllowed to e:xamine them. Our patience was now 
quite exhaustea. : H Tell the chief, OJ said I to Antonio, 
.• the boxes shall be opened no more; and let him 
stop my people from londing th'e cnnoe if he dnre." 
My brother nud I had armed ourselves with the 
londed pistols and swords, as well as all our people; 
and on telling the chief what we had done, we ordered 
tbem to proceed londmg the canoe, which they obeyed 
directly. The chief stood amazed, and did not offer 
to interfere with us. This old rascal had muttered 
nud grumbled nt, c"erything which "as offered him : 
this was of no usc, aud 'ltal of no value, and he would 
desire nll that we had, such was his co\"'etousness. 
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Aftor hewing gone tho length he did, and hnTing 
shown his insolent airs, without producing the ex­
pected impression, he fen,red that he should get 
nothing a t all, and therefore accepted the present we 
had offered him at first. The eowlh'y cloth alone, 
which hnd been ginn us by the queen of Boossa., wns 
ten times more than he deserved. 

At .Jbbazacca we saw au English iron bar, and 
fonstcd our eyes on the grueeful cocoa-Dut tree, which 
we had not seen so long. 'We were delighted also 
with the melio,,' ,,-mat ling of grey l>arl'ots. Trifling 
ns theso circumstances mny appear, yet they made 
our hell.,ts beat with delight, and awakened in us a 
train of yery pleasing nssocil\tions. 'Ye indulged in a. 
dclusiyc yet funciful reverie, and we fondly hoped.­
but what good would it be to tell of what we hoped 
so fondly ~ 

It wa~ the Uoyowed intention of the chief to send 0. 

mau with us as messenger to a lar~o town. which he 
described to be a day's journey from Abbnzacca. and 
of which he said that his brother was governor; but 
imagining, no doubt, that he would not be paid to his 
sn.titUllction, and that, should he accompany us bim­
SOU~ tho roward would be greater, he changed his 
mind, and resolved on the lo.tter e:q)eruent. Therefore 
ho got into ono of his own canoes, and betw~n seven 
amI. cight in the morniug. QUI' canoo ha'\-"ing been 
loaded without auy intclference from the chief or his 
people, and without taking nny further notice of him, 
we led the ,,'"oJ froUl the village through a. IllJ'go and 
unwholesomo SWtUllp which is before it, and wero soon 
followed by him. W" 0 succeedcd in gc-tting into the 
open rh'ur with incredible difficulty. 

In consequence of the lightness of his cnnoe, and 
its superiority to 0\11' old ono, which we had got at 
Zngozlti, the chief passed us with the utmost facility, 
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and touched at ,·ariOliS towns and yillages, to inform 
their inhabitants· of the fnct of our journcying down 
the riYcr, and that Christians ·were coming from n. 
country they had ncycr heard of. 'Ve were solicited 
to stop at one or myo of these, in order to please the 
ew·iosity of the people, hundreds of whom ran out 
into the water to obtain n. better )"iew of our persons, 
but we did not get out of our canoe. These brought 
us presents of eggs, which we accepted very gladly, 
and passed OD. 

Dw·ing the first part of the day, the course of the 
rlyer was about wcst-south-west, the breadth varying 
from two to four miles, according to our estimation. 
At noon we saw a small branch nmning off to the 
south-east. The chief of Abbnzncca,. who had kept 
company with us, seemed to get impatient as his 
canoe was so much swifter than our own, and coming 
close to it, told us to pull as strong as we could, or 
t,hat wo should not reach his brother's town by day­
light. Howe,'er we did not pay much attention to 
his remarks, but quietly kept ou oW' usual ratc. The 
north-west side of the riYel' w'as now 10'" and covered 
'with thick jungle, and the bank in many pIo.ces was 
overflown) so that the jungle fippenred to be growing 
out of t,he water. The south-east bank was raTher 
higher, and cultivated pieces of ground were seen 
now and then, about three or four miles apart, with 
"illages abont them. 

At two in the afternoon we came abreast of a 
villnge of preUy cousidera-ble extent, intending to 
pass it by on the other side. ,Yo had no sooner 
made our appcarance than we were lustily hailed 
by it littJe squinting follow, dressed in an English 
soldier's jacket, who kept crying out as loud 0.5 lUs 
hmgs would permit him, "nollon, you Englishman! 
you come hero." However, we were not inclined to 
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obey llis summons, being rat.her anxious to get to the 
town menbioned to 11S by the chief of Abbazaccl\, a.nd 
as the current s,,,"ept us along past the village, we 
took no notice of the little man; and we had already 
sailed beyond bhe lauding-place, ,,-hen we were o'\'er­
token by about a dozen canoes, and the people in 
thom, stopping us, desired us to turn back, for that 
we had forgotten to pay our respects to the king. 
Tho name of this village, we now TInd, is Damzuggoo, 
Eyor willing: to plense and oblige all parties, as far as 
we nre able, and being in no condition to force OU1'­

sches from tho men that had interrupted us with so 
little ceromony, we pullcd with nil our strength 
aga.inst the current, and, after an hour's exertion, 
landed amidst the checrs and huzzlls of a multitude of 
people. The TIrst person we observed at the landing­
plnco wus our little friend in the red jacket, whom we 
found out nftcl'wards wus a messenger from the chief 
of Bonny, His business here wa'l to buy sla'\'es for 
his mastor, 

My brother and I were instantly conducted oycr 1\ 

bog to n large fetish-tree, at the root of which we 
"'ore made to sit down, a.nd wore shaded by its 
branohes from an intolcmbly bot sun. Here we 

. wa.i.ted till the nI'l'inll of the chief, who made his ap-
pearance in 0. few minutes, bringing with him a goat, 
with l\ quuntity of yams and other provisions as a 
present. 'YI) arose to sahlto him, and be shook 
bands with us, welcoming us to his town with a 
l'e~crvod Ilnd sorrowful. yet fri.endly air. In his dress 
und pel'son we saw llothiog remllrkable. st\Ye that his 
eO\llltcnuneo displnyed mildness and bene,'olcncc. 
mingled with a. great. denl of seriousness und native' 
dignity, ilis sta.ture is abon:l tho middle size, and 
he is mther adnmccd in years. IIe requested \IS to 
stop n few days at his town, which we promised him 
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we would do, ha.ving told him that ~'c were going to 
the sea. Tho chief of Bonny's messenO'er, he said, 
was going thero in u. few days, and he ';'ould recoIDM 
mend us to remain with hiro till ho went, that we 
might accompany him. We had no objection to 
tbis, and thought that the little squinting fellow, who 
was n. very important personage in his own estimation, 
might be useful to us, and be some sort of protection 
to OU1' party where he was known. He was nt ull 
events Q. man of some consequence, o,'eo from his red 
jacket alone, which rendered him a conspicuous object 
among the dark natives by whom he was surrounded j 
so we congratulated ourselves with the thoughts of 
being quite &lfe. 

'l'ho chief put a great many questions to us re· 
speeting ourselyes nnd onr country, the places we 
had como from, their distance up the river, and also 
concerning the riYer itself; nnd was astonished at our 
nns"-ers. IIo told llS that he had ne,'er heard of any 
countries higher up tho ri"er than Funda and Tacu:a, 
by which lattel' we found he DlCnll~ the Nouffia 
eouutry, lie said that he had noYer heard of Yal'riba, 
Borgoo, or Y!l.ooric. A MaUaru now joined our 
company, who appeared to bo 0. respectable man, 
'Wo found afterwards that he was one of Ederoso.'s, 
people, and had been sent for by the chief of Do.· 
lingg-oo for the purpose of writing charms to protect 
him from all e,-il which m.ight threaten him and his 
villl'ge, This man seemed happy at seoing people 
who had come from his own country, whieh he told 
us he had heard notliiug of dm'ing tho last year. 
TIe was pleased ill being nble to tnlk with those who 
could giva him information concerning it, and he 
oUored us his services in all manuel' of ways, and 
told us he woulel do everything in ws power to mako 
\IS comfortablo. 
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A messengcr now arrived to inform us that our 
hut was ready. The ebief, on our tnking leavo of 
b.im, told us we were only eight da.ys' journoy from 
tho sea, and. that we should soon get there. 'Vo 
wore thon conducted through filthy streets of mud 
to 0. vcry diminuti\'e hut, wh.ich we find excessively 
wnrm, owing to the small quantity of light o.od o.ir, 
which nrc admitted into it only through 0. narrow 
aperture, oponing into tl gloomy o.ud dismnl passage. 
The nppcnrl1nce of the iDl~ido is bettor tho.n tho.t 
of the outside, beiug plastered rudely with clBY, nnd 
8Url'Olmded with indin~'rel\t)y-cnnted fetish figureR, 
either painted or cba.lkcd n red colour. 

The news of our o.rrivnt haying spread through 
the Yillnl;f', tho people flocked in hundreds to soc 
U8. f"J'lwy 80 completely hlocked up evory pineo 
through whioh wo might receive oir, thn.t we were 
nt'arly UifOCo.tl·d; nor could wo succced in driving 
them nwuy, W(! modD our people nrm tbemschcK 
with flwol'l la nnd ~tick8 to kc p them off, but to 
no purpo~c-thoir curiosity oYorco.mo their fenr." 
nuu they pre88cd on UM M thickly as evor. Tbi, 
'\"tl~ no looger to lUI bOnlc, nnd we were obliged 
to 110ud to tho chief, rcquesting hi~ interference. 
IIi,", reply wu~. thot if the pcopl~' would not go away 
wh ... n tilt')" wore dc~ircd, we wero to tiro nt. on,1 
killl\fO mnny of them lUI wo plcl\!lcll. This we could 
not think of doing I Imd thcl'oforo dcsirt·fl ho wouM 
('omm(ulll"¢lUe of hiM own pl'oplo to coml~ ant! driHl 
them ll\\ny. The)" won nrrh'cd, urn}('J with Illrg(' 
IWI"',)' stick",. whit'li they laid nhout the nnti\'('~ ill 
110 JUordlcn 0. monnf.'r, thot, to our grcll.t relief, our 
hut wa; oon clcared, nud \\"0 ngnin cnjoy(·d the 
frt'!lh I\ir 

At ~i in tilt' (lvcning. tht' cohief 8ent UI:I tJOtUt' 
foro, aud 0. qUAntity of st()wcd goat, sufficionL for 
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thirty persons. ,\Ve were not a. little surprised by 
the additioll of a smull case-bottle of rum-a luxury 
which we have not had sillce we were at Kiamn. It 
is long since we have tasted tea or coffee; but the 
rum was a trea.t that we did not e:l1Ject, although it 
was the worst kind of trade rum I ever recollect to 
have tasted. 

Here, to our infinite surprise, we snw, on landing, 
besides the little Ulan dressed in a soldier's jacket, 
several others partiaUy clothed in European apparel, 
aU of whom have picked up 11 smattering of the 
English language from Liverpool vessels, which fre­
quent the Bonny river for palm-oil. The messenger 
from the chief of that country, who has come hither 
to purchase slaves and i"ory, asserts that the ship 
Bamhoo, and four other Liverpool vessels; nre now 
at nnehor in tho river. Bonny is said to be four or 
fivo days' jom-oey from hence. 

After making (l. hearty meal off tho ste\ve9, goat· 
and fofo, wo laid ollrseh'es down to rest; but the 
mosquitoes were so troublesome, that they prevented 
11S from getting any till nearly morning. We havo 
generaUy found that the mosquitoes are mor~ trou­
blesome !l.11cl vigorous in their attncks a short time 
before rain than at llDy other. The cOW"SO of-the 

. ri\'er hns been mueh in the same direction as yester­
dny; the curl'ent. very Tnpid. 
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CIIAPTER XVIII. 
Tho CI,iof of Damuggoo-Fctish Deity_Visit to the Cbic(­

Unfavourable te rmiontioD of tl Fetish C'cfl'mooy-Anotber canoe 
proluiscd-Supcrtllitious t'l"Cdulity of tbo People-Story of the 
King uf Atta-Impillicnce of tbo Travellers to proceed-The 
town of Dnmuggoo-lls I'\'SOUiC(S- Puni!hmcnb-U nf.n'ourablo 
orioioD8 respecting tho dUCCC{>S of tho 1'mvcllen-Farewoll 
cO\'QmoniC&-Dcpn.rturo fl'om D!lllllIggoo-Trnvclling comp.'mious 
-Tho di&.utcr of Kinec-John .Lander's ul'Irrntivo of il­
T ho Pnli\vcr or Couucil Ilt Kirrec--DecilioD of the CouDcil­
Tho EbocPcoplc. 

TIIII) .. ~day, Octooer 2Sth.-Ar dlly.brcnk, we had 
a IU.'IWY toruado. IlCCODl}lnmcd with much thunder 
",oll lightning. .At ten A. M. the chief visited us, 
Il~('om}lrmied by the Nouffie MaUnm. His dress 
conHi8h~tl of 0. red cloth cap, a yery handsome red 
twiUl'd silk tobe. made in X ouffie. ,,;th trousers of 
the ~UlUC motorial. nud sandals. lie brought with 
him somo pahn.,,;no, cggs~ bannno.s, yams. &c., and 
tlcsired us to ask fol' nuything we might want, telling 
u.s that we should ha"o everything wo ,,;shed that 
the town could n.ft'ord. He told UB that neither he 
nor his father had seen a white roan, although they 
had much wished it, tlud that our presence made him 
quite happy. Ill' theu gtwe us n llrossmg invitation' 
to come to sec him, which we readily accepted. He 
seemed to be oue of the worthiest fellows whom WQ 

hlHO yet met. 
W" C ~hortly aftel' proeeeded to the residence. nod 

pU!:1scd through a ,-adetr of low huts which led to 
the Que in which he was ~itting. In nddition to his 
former dress. he had a ycry handsomo leopard '$ skin 
throwu OYer him. In his hund ho held a staff. 
coyor~d with the skin of a wild beast; and two pages, 
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one. on each side, were cooling him with circular fans, 
made of bullock's hide. lIe MOOS ted us with cheer. 
fulllCSS, and plnced mats for us to sit on i and rum 
was produced to make us comfortable withal. He 
wished to know in what manner we had got through 
the country, for bo had learnt we had como a long 
journey-from a great city called Y~oorie, of wIDeh 
he hlld never before heard the name. We again 
briefly reInted to him from whence we had come, 
where we had boen, and whither we were going, 
taking care to make frequent allusions to the civility 
and kindness which wo had 'experienced evon from 
the greatest monarchs. He appeared astonished at 
our nurrative, and promised, us far as he wus able, 
to imitate those good mon in his treatment of us as 
his guests. lIe then e;l.-prcs8cd the infinito pleasure 
the sight of whito mon afforded him, and how happy 
h is fnther would ha'{o been in his lifetime bad he 
heen bOllow'cd by the preseneo of such wondorful 
strangers. Whcn Antonio, our interproter, explained 
to him that. we wero Ilmbassndora from tho" great 
king of white men," he a:celllcd to feel peculinl' 
delight. «Somet.hing must bo dono for you to­
morrow," said ho; Ilnd loft U8 tQ conjecturo for lL short 
time whfl,t that something would be; but we soon 
learnt that he inteo(led to mako n~ioicings with all 
hjs people j that they would firo off thcir muskets, 
and ])nss n ni,.,.ht in dancing nnd reyolry. Ho told 
us thnt when ~YO left him to go down the l'iver, he 
intended to sond ono of his OflllOCS, with nine people 
in her. to accompany us nll the way to the son. lIe 
requcsted us to wnit eight days longer, whon he 
oxpected bis people back from tho Bocqull market. 
« I thin.k," he added, <f that tho chief of Bocqua's 
messenger and our people v{ill be n suffieicmt protection 
fOl' you." 'Vo readily assented to his proposal, and 
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told him that as our presents were all expended. we 
would scnd him some from the sca-collSt, if he would 
allow a porson to accompany us thither on whom he 
could depend. to bring them back to him. ne ex­
pressed himself much grntified by our promises, and 
said that his own son should accompany us; nnd that 
nlthough his poople had neyer been lower down the 
l'iver than to a place called Kirrcc, about a day's 
jow'noy from hence, he had no doubt that we should 
rench tho sen. in safety. After C)."]>ressing mutual 
~ood-will, friendship, and sati~faction with each other. 
and as soon as the king ht\dpromised with solemnity 
that he would consent to our dopnrtw'e in the time he 
had specified, we shook hands and parted. .. 

In taking lenyc of us, tho old chiof told us that no 
ODe should be allowed to V1sit us, excepting those to 
whom we gl'WC pOl'mission: and we accordingly had 
all tho lll'illci}lUl peoplc of tho town. both males and 
fomales, to ~oe us.. These pcrSI.. ns wero vcry well 
Jrc;.~cd, nud conducted themselves in an orderly 
manner. 

In the course of tho afternoon, however, we were 
p~l'ple.xed with the yisits of thousands of people 
besides. whose curiosity was irresistible, and who 
scarcdy allowcd us room to breathe. Aboyc Egga, 
the peoplo arc by no mcOJlS inquisitiyc; but in and 
belo\,> tha.t town, nothing can be compared with 
the SUl'lwisc :lIld runazcment with which the IlntiYes 
beheld. us, and pressed round to satisfy their 
curiosity-, 

P,·id;lY. October ~91l1.-The promise of H somc­
thing." which was made us yesterday, hIlS be()n ful­
filled to-da)" with great eclat. In the morning. n 
bllliock. wild in tho bush . was offered us. with a pro­
\i~o that one of our part) eoulJ shoot him. Pascoe, 
tlh'rci'orc. wcnt out with his gml. and dis('on~red th" 

YOL, 11. r 
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:miooal ruminating amongst the trees j nnd lerolling 
his piece, ho shot him dead the first nre. Part of 
the caresse was given t.<l the king, as is the custom ; 
:lnd wo wero not unmindful of our old friend the 
\[allam ; so, having sent him some, the remainder of 
it was brought hOlUe for our own consumption. It 
is \lsuo.l hON f(li the cattle to run wild in tbe busb, 
being no\'cr admitted into the to""11 i and whon onc 
ld wnnted for food, the natives go into the woods and 
shoot it. They nre not so expert in killing them as 
our mnn Pascoe, whom we had dct':ircd to load his 
gun with two balls, and to cndeuyour to hit the 
bullock uuder the car. TIc was so successful, that 
the poor CLuimnl die,l in· an instnnt withont :\ 
stnlgglc. much to th.e astonishment of the chief 
ll.nd his people, who were witnesses of the tran.s­
nctiou. 

At the back of our hut sh\llds a fetish god in It 

smull thatchc~ hut. SUJlported by four woodell pill3.~. 
which is watched continually by two boys find n. 
womall. We were desired to roost our bullock under 
him. thnt he might enjoy the savoury smoll of the 
smoking meat, SOUlO of wbich he might also bo able 
to cat if ho desired. We were particulllfly ct\joinc(l 
to rOllst, 0.0 ynmR under him, as they were considoroo 
by tho.) nllti"os too pOl,r tl diet to offer to their dcit~T. 
l'ho 1l1\1i"C9 n1'O t\1I pilQ;l\llS, and worship UJO &\lli(" 

kiud of figuros us tho:)o of 11u'ribn, 
A fl~o.st lind grCltt rejoicings arc to' take lllucc to~ 

lin}. in CousCfplellCt.l of our fll'rtYIlJ, llnd the ['reral'H­
tioll of tho bullock ouly 8ccms to be the first $top 
{owtlrds it. Tho noti,,<')s nrc gotting their muskets 
fC'l\dy, t\1\U ull the swivels in the t.(),,·u nro lH'OUght 
ltnd plnccd lIud!..!l' the fctfsb tNo. WO hfl.\tu llwutit.lllCd, 

At six ill tho CY~l\jng the ceromonies WOIX' Nm­

mOllccd, by :\ yolluy of Illusketry being 1\rt:'1l olf b~' 
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command of the chief, aud we were afterwards so.luteu 
with a. discha rge from the swivels . This was 0. sigued 
fo r the inhabitants to come forward and follow the 
t"xnrnple of th eir monarch, which they did with so 

II't;Thll DfillTY (If' D.\)IUGCO>O>. 

lUuch ::::.pirit and effect, that continual firing was kCl)t 
lip till between eleyeu and twelve o'clock. at which 
time the pt'oplc paraded the town for the rernaindcr 
of the n.ight, dancing. singing., and mo.king merry. 
Pascl)c tcJ..l.:j us that every man had 0. musket. They 
tUU~t bl' vcry numerous.~ fol' the fire is I\S iuccssnllL 
,l>l if we were ill l\ field of ba.ttle, ~o that it i~ quih~ 
i..l'(ll.lSsiblo for u::,;. to get tlny deep while it is going 
;'rwl11'\l, 
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'''~/1(urd(/-.'I. OrtOOtj' 30lk-Xotwithstanding all tho 
fit·jug last uight, anu though the natil"cs loaded their 
guns with three times their proper charge, we hnsc 
not he.lrd of any accident hll}lllening. All this had 
been done ycry much against onr inclination, but it. 
was the highc!lt token of respect which coul(l be 
~hown u.", and which had never beforo been gronted 
to aUJ indhriuunl: we tllCrefore considered it our 
duty to vi!'it the chief and thank him for tbe honour. 
So 'nccor<lingly, n little before noon, we wcnt to scc 
him, accon11)''luied l)y four of our pcople. On our 
Ilrriml, wc found him surrounded by his priest:;;, who 
werc eW}llo)'ed in making n fetish, to llSCertain 
whether we ghould rcuch the ~n in safety. The 
Souffle ).fnJlmll wos o)so seatcd by the chief'!:; sid", 
l'lIg0ge>d in \rt"iting :Mobnmmc!lnD prayers on a plain 
whito eoUon ('ap, which the chief was to wear on all 
oC(,llSioDs, to render him secure from danger of every 
dl'i!cription, 

110 received us ver.}' kindly, nod desired us to sit 
down wiLh him, (md remain a ~bort time, offering UIi> 

a ~Ia&s of ruUl, which we were obligLtJ to accept. It. 
wn~ hith lUuch difficulty we wer\) able to drink it. for 
wc fclt little inclined tC do I!O; in addition to w·hich 
the ill'Oot of tho place WM 80 excessive, that we> could 
h:lrdly br('nthe, although two of oW' pcople kept fa'n· 
!ling u.s all the time we were witll him, Having 
t'xprC!lscd our thanks to tho chief for t.he honour he 
had done UIJ hy the rejoicings of tho night hefoN, w(' 
('omplimcn/('(l him on his r080uree8, and espres!>cd 
mil' ndmiration of that gt'enlnCf'o!i of mind which he 
hUll displn)"Nl in npplying them to tho grntifiention 
Itlld ddight of &trnngel'1'l, whom be had made his 
wnrme~t friend~. .. The grl'llt white king wiu be 
l'h.> lIsl'd to It'nru thnt I ban' trented his subjccts so 
well, " snid the chi(,f; .. olld you may iuform him of 
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my dignity, my riches, my strongth, and my power." 
' \TO thought this quite sufficient; the cbief was 
pleased both with himself for baYing displayed his 
., powor," and with us for haring duly appreciatecl it; 
and baing anxious to return to the open air, we 
hcggeu he would excuse our remaining any longer, 
nnd, shaking h.\ods with him, we wished him a good 
morning. 

From a conversation with !\ Nouffio man, who bas 
exiled himself froUl his nntive country, and arri\Ted 
h~ro lately, we learn that these muskets and guns 
lu\Ye been procured f1'oru the coast in exchange for 
l'Illwes and ivory. TIe informs us, also, that Bornou 
find Jucobn Ilre~ ut pcace, nod, consequently, that the 
road from Funda to Kouka. which is the metropolis 
of the llornou ompire, is _DOW opeD and free from 
thmger of any kind. The sume individual assures 
us that a l)erson cun travel from one country to the 
other, by laud. in seventeen dny,,; but that to tl1lveL 
hy water up the T shaddo, to Koukn., would be a 
jourul.'y of nineteen days. nc likewise report!"!; that 
Ederc::oa, the ex-king of Nouffic, hnd enden,Oltred 
to win oyer the sultau of Bornoll to his cause. and 
for that PurlJOSC had "sent him an emllnssy. with a. 
present of leopard~' skins. and l\ certain number of 
:1-1on~s: but whl'1l hI,} left home, it W:l~ not gencrally 
hdieyeu thM the monarch of BornOll would interfore 
in tho dOIUt.'stic concerns of Nouffie. 01' attempt to 
rnilsc tho folleD fortulles of Ede-l'esn. . unless he would 
couseut to break off aU eonnexiou with the Faliltnhs, 
with whom ho is on good terms, nnu promise his ai(l 
in their compl(1te t.~xtirpation. Howevcr. the destiny 
of Souffi,e i:'l already l:iealeJ: she is a conquered 
eOllDtry in cYI.:,ry sonse of the word, and a "Fnlatah b 
her monarch. 

10.;: lwdal/. October 31#.-It has been hinted to U~ 
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thnL the chief of ))amuggoo ,rill detain us here longer 
thun will be ngrceablc, notwithstAnding his pledge. 
At tCll in the moming the chief sent for mc to visit 
him, ond I immedintely obcye<l his summons. I 
found him engnged in earnest cODversation ,,;th his 
pl'iesb, nnd he no sooner sow me thlUl he requested 
me to flit down by his side. lie oppeared. 'fery 
M'rious. but did not giYe me long to speculate on 
whot was coming: for, turning towa.rds mc. he 8(lid. 
with 0 dcep.drawn sigh, thnt the fetish which hnd 
IH.~l·n mnde YCl>tcrdny for us, had not ended in OUI'" 

foyour. llc was sure. be said. thllt we should meet 
with many troubles before we rencbed. the sea. All 
thil- wos ;uid with n great deal of camestne-S5, and 
hili countenancc wos "cry expressive of sorrow'. I 
ticsired that he would not feel hurt on our account. 
t('\ling him thllt we were not afraid of anything; 
thnt we had done no one any hnml in Africa .• and we 
trusted in our God for protection. "It is good. ,. 
soid he : .. jf lll) people rcturn from Bocquil runrket 
to-Ulorrow, yon shnll go in n f~w do)':>." I thank~d 
him for his kindness, !lHd wished him !l. good 
morning. 

In tbe courso of conn~l'Sntion this morning. tbl" 
chief Mid that ho cannot think of sending us away in 
IHI old leaky ('nnoe, such as ours. and unprotected: 
thnt such would not be fitting our ronk; and he is of 
npiniou thnt wo should mcet. !l. thousnnd difficuiti('s 
and dnngers wcre we to procecd farther down thL' 
rivor without n guide cilld messcngcr. III..' obscned, 
thnt our en-noois what &ll1ors would tenn not" sen­
worthy j" for, hlwing heen exposed to the bent of the 
~\lI\, it hnd t>plit in scvernl places, Thcl:'C considera· 
tions hnd induc~ him to procuro for us 8 far better 
cnnoo thnll our OW1I ; but )10 exprcssed his "crs grCl\t 
sorrow thnt ho could not furnish us with n supply of 
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mon ~ i1l their re~urn f,'om. Bocqua mnrket, whither 
thoy had gone in tho morning, and would not return 
for three dnys to come, " Te had no remedy, and our 
only l,lan was to submit, on the g l'ounu of expediency, 
without raising any objection, for we knew that it 
would be unavailing. 

'Ye presented the chief, in the forenoon, with a 
musket belonging to ODe of Ollr men, and my broken 
watch, which he sayt> he will send to Bonuy, to be 
ropni,·cd. 'Ve ha(1 nothing else to offer him, except 
needles, n. pail' of bracelets, or our own wearing 
apparel, which he does not appear to fancy at alL 
llowe,·er, we 10"0 promised, that !:ihould his men take 
us in surety to Bouny. we would send back something 
tl) him whil'h would be more acceptable and of 
gn:mh.\r Yruuo, and which wo should be ena.bled to 
ohtnin from the English ships lying there. This in­
hllligon\'c._ is very ~ra.tifying to the chief, and he 
l'\llrN1!'1eS his thankfulness wast rrofuaely. He kno"~s 
the fll('ility with which European articles are got at 
the mouth of the riycr , and he no doubt reckons on n 
rich present from us. TIe is certainly deserying of 
on"" fo r his conduct towards us has been most aatis· 
rue tory from tho conUllcucernent. 'Vo continue to 
re('oiyo e"ery- kindness from him, und he sends 11S 

p1'Ovi::l.io08 oach morning, sufficient for fifty ruen for 
one dny. together with palm wine, fum, co('oa·nuts, 
bnnflnn~, and nuruerou'3 other things. 

A grcat part of the population of Damuggoo left 
lho town this morning for tho Boequa market. Thc: 
tnko thither powder, lllUl;kcts, sonp, Manchester cot­
tomt , aud other a.rticles of European manufacture. 
and grcat quuutiticl' of rum, or rather of rum and 
Wt\tcr: for not morC' tht\l\ one-third of it is gennine 
$pirit, nud e.en thl\t is of tho worst quality. These 
commodities are e:xchonged for ivory and slaYes, which 



214 A CANOE PROMISED. 

tlul,{, th~ chief of n(ml.Uggoo will detain us here longer 
thcm w~ll be ngl'ceable, notwithsta,nding his pledge. 
At ten Itl the morning t.he chief sent for meta visit 
him, and I immediately oboyed his summons. I 
found 11im ongnged in cal'Dost conversation "ith his 
priests, and he no soollor saw me t.hau he requested. 
me to sit down by his side. lIe appeared very 
SOI'jOllS, but did not give me long to speculate all 

Whtlt was coming j for, t.urnillg towards rue, he said, 
witJl 11 docp~clr(lwn sigh, that the fetish which bad 
been lUnde yesterday for us, hnd not ended in QUI' 

favom'. JIo wns sure, he said, that we should moot 
with lUnD)' tro\\bles before wo renched the sea. All 
tl1is was sniel wit,h 1\ great denl of earnestness, and 
Ilis CQUntCUflllCO was ycry expressive of sorrow. I 
desired thnt he would not feel h\U't Oll our account. 
telling him that 'wo won~ not afraid of anything; 
thnh W0 hnd done no ono any harm in Africa, and we 
trusted in om' God fo\" l)rotection. .. It is good." 
said ho i "if my people rctmn fl·om Bocqua market 
to-morrow, yon shall go in 0. few days." I thanked 
him . for his kindness, nud wished him a good 
morumg'. 

In the course of convorsation this mornlug, the 
chief sniel tlul,t ho cannot think of sending us away ill 
all old leal), C(l.DOO, such as ours, Ilud lmprotected; 
that such would not bo ntting our l'ank; and he is of 
opinion that we sh onlcl moot n. thousand difficulties 
and dangers were '1'0 to proceed fart,her dowD the 
river without a, guido and messengcr, rIe obser\'od. 
that 01U· cauoe is wh nt sailors would term not U sen­
worthy i" for, hrwing been oxposed to the heat of the 
sun, it had split in sO\fcrnl 1)10cos. '1'he50 consiclol'n­
tiolls had induced him to IH'ocure for us n, fal' bettor 
CiUlOO than our own; but ho ~xpressed his "Ol'.f great 
sorrow tbnt ho eould uot flU'llish us with n snpply of 
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mOll till their return fl'OOl ,Bocqu:i market, whither 
thoy had gone in the morning, nnd would not retW'1l 
for throe duys to comc. 'Yo had no remedy. and our 
only llhlln was to submit, on the g l'olmu of expediency. 
without raising nny objection, for we knew thut it 
would be UDlwailing. 

' Ve presented the chief, in the forenoon, with a 
musket belongiug to one of our men, and my broken 
watch, which he says he will send to Bonny, to be 
ropnil'ed. \·Ve had nothing else to offer him, except 
neeelles, a pllir of bracelets, or our own wearing' 
apparel, which he does not appenr to funcy at n.1l. 
Howevor. we huve pl'omised, that should his mon take 
Uij in safety to Bonn)·. we would send back something 
to him which would be more acceptable and of 
greator Yl\Jue, and which we should be enabled to 
obtl~il\ from the English ships lying there. This 1n­
telligoncc .... is ,'cry gratifying to the chief, and he 
expresses hi~ thankfulness most profusely, He knows 
the focility with which European articles are got nt 
the mouth of the rivor, nnd he no doubt reckons on n. 
rich present from us. He is certainly desen-ing of 
OUO, for his conduct towards us has been most satis­
fl\ctory fl'om the commencement, 'Yo continue to 
rC<'oi\'o every kindness from him, and he scnds us 
rroyi~ions e;ch morning, sufficient for fift}' men for 
onc dny. togethor with palm wine. rum, cocoa-nut~. 
btHlllnns. and nU1Uerous other things. 

A grel\t pt\rt of tho populntion of Damuggoo left 
tho town this morning for tho Bocqu~\ market. They 
tnko thither po\nll.:'r. musket-s . soap. Ml\uchcster cot­
tOllS. aud othOl' t\rtidcs of EuroJican manufacture. 
nud. great quantities of ruUl. or rather of rum a.nd 
Water; for not moro than one~third of it is genuine 
spirit, l\Ud eyen t1\1\t is of the worst quality. These 
cotUlllodltios aJ."C exchllnged for ivory and shwes, which 
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fire \'is--sold to the European traders. The Niger is 
receding most rnpidly; within these two or three 
days it has fallen away ns many feet, which COD­

fil'ms llS iu the suppositiou, that iu the interior 
the rains are over, though they nrc only declining 
here. 

The Dati,'es of this part of the country scarcely 
ever heard of the religion of Mohammed, and there­
fore .t1wy believe in all mallum' of gods and demons, 
as in Y:\.I"l"iba nnd other places. They baNe a variety 
of tutelary gods, and others whose business it is to 
watch over and protect the public interests. Their 
religious dances, a.nd their songs or hymns, addressed 
to thoir divinities, differ but slightly from those of 
other pagan countrics, and the superstitious cere­
monies of tlleir fate belLl' the same close resemblance. 
In their bolief of the immortality of the soul, and i\ 

future state of rewards nnd punishments, thero is 
nothing peculinr or new. ~ 

r.rho late occupier of the hut in which wo reside, 
died 0.. few days ago, and was buried; but last night 
there wns a public declaration, that .his tutelary god 
hnd resuscitated him, nuel tha.t he hacl risen from the 
dead. Things of this natur~ nrc reported not .!.Q 
be of rare occurrenco, and the l"umour was bGlieved. 
or mther it was pretended to bo believed, by all 
ranks. A Inrgo procession was therefore formed, 
attended by s ingers and dancers; as usuo.l; aIHi the 
man who was said to hnyo undergone so great u. 
chauge hnying been pI need in tho ccntr.e, wns carried 
through tho town, and exhibited grntis to nil who 
felt 0. dil'lposition to seo him. After t.he procession 
had visited tho chiof's house, a messenger was de­
spa tched to inquiro whethel' "~e ourselves felt any 
ineliuation tq view the prodigy; but we declined the 
intondcd honour, for it would be extrcmely Wlplcasant 
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to be stifled in OUf hut by a. multitude of unwashed 
half-uaked people. ,Vhj~t is to be the final fortune 
of tho man we know not, but it is generally supposed 
that he ,,"m die again to-morrow! 

It appears to us senrcely credible that the chief, 
who is 11 sensiblo and illtolligent man, should put nny 
confidence in such egregious nonsense and chicancry j 

but we rnthcr imagine that he must be aware of tho 
chcnts which aro practised upon his credulous people 
by their priests. nnd that. for politico.! eonsidcro.tions. 
ho choo!!es to conni\'e at and countenance their pro­
ceedings; the more so. as he ycry rccently sent to 
Nouffie for u,110haUlUlcdan priest, who is now eng!lgcd 
in working Arllb chnrms. &c. upou his tobe. '1'his mnn 
ho has iutruHtcd with 1\11 his secrets. nod loo.ded with 
benefits: but whothor he is a i\(ohnmmedt\n or Pagnn 
in heart wo a.ro left to gness. llow grOM soever his 
confid\.'HcO in this Mnllnlll may be, yet a white man, 
and a Chdstinn, has flU· g'·cater clu.ims. he says, to 
his ycucratiou; and. as n proof of it he would request 
of us a •• mi!lh~11 8ft·!! ... which he was convinced it was 
in our power alone to give. The virtue of it is to con­
sist chiefly in making him successful in wnr. He has 
I) brother. ho ~t\Js. who is l...ing of a neighbouring and 
}lowerful stat('. with whom ho has been at enmity for 
mnny)-cars. 11Illl hiro he wi!:!hc<l. to yanquish and bring 
uudel' suhj~tiou. in on.l('r to <. plont his -,oot upon hi$ 
lied. .. .. ntHl r~igu ill his stead. Of this brother and 
of their fnther, the former king. he related to us th(' 
follo'\;ug story :_ 

I. The Inte king ot' .. lltd was a very powerful prince. 
and one of tho most opulent. both us regarded money 
nnt.! sIo.yes. that hnd en:-1' becn known in the wholo 
country. IIi_~ dOIDC'8tic sltwes I\loue nmolluted to th.c 
bUlldr~d; !\luI he hAd accllluulMcd. by industry, care, 
t\nd frugality. during a. long lit", as much money 
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(cOWTics) as would fill seven or eight ordinary huts. 
The surrounding nations felt his influence. and 
trembled at hi s power; their rulers courted his 
friendship by voluntary presents, and acknowledged 
his supremacy by humiliating concessions. Tho 
monarch concerned himself greatly in the internal 
affairs and domestic policy of the kingdom of Funda, 
whose sovereigns he pulled down and set up again 
whenever he was influenced by caprice, or :spurred on 
by resentment. 

«Now it happened, at length, that tbis mighty 
king died, as aU great nod little sovereigns must do, 
nnd he was buried after the custom of the country, 
with many public honours, and with all his riches. 
Bis eldest son, who was n covetous, worldly.mindcd 
prince, succeeded him in his authority j but iustead of 
enjoying the affluence of his venerable parent, he was 
Dot worth fl single cowrie. The consciousness of his 
poverty, and the want of consideration and respect 
nmong his subjects. caused him to mnke DHmy mornl 
reflections on the use, vniue, and purposes of money 
with mankind, and the penury and wretchedness 
which the Wllnt of it gcnernlly occasioned. At length, 
harassed with doubts and perplexit.ies, he forgot nll 
filial tenderness, and the respect which he owed to 
his father's momory, and came t.o the conclusion that, 
as the money which was buried wns of 11.0 use what­
ever to t.he deceased in the next world, it would be 
both a charitable and pl'aiseY\"'orthy deed to have it 
du .... out of the earth, find put into circulation. And 
further, to prevent such good-far-nothing practices 
from being followed in future, he would sentence the 
body of his futher to recei,'e a public punishment. 
Therefore, with this resolution, he violated the sanc­
tity of the gl'a,'e, and commanded that tho whole of 
its contents should be disinterred, This dono, he 
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$(,Otll'cd the monoy. ond ol'dered his sloves to cut off 
the heod of the corpse, Bod expose it in a conspi­
cuous situation, os 0. chastisement for the covetous 
disposition which his father bod eyinced whilst living, 
for the heinolls oft'onco which he had consummated 
when dying. of desiring all his money to be interred 
with him, and as n drendful warning to the people. 
'fhis want of l)i~ty in the new king, his unjustifiable 
and UllnatUl'nl action in dishonoul'ing his father's 
body, and, ubo,'o nIl, his contempt for o. custom which 
time had rendered vooerob1e, nnd which hod been 
snnctioned by the concurront yoico of nges, made n 
silent, but deep. impression on tho minds of his 
subjects; their feding8, wbieh for 0. long while they 
hod sllppres~l'd. broke out at length into pn8sion, the 
spo.rk wos 800n kindled into a flame, nnd a })owcrful 
party WllS fonned to depose the impious prince. The~' 
plu.<'l,tl his younger brother at thoir head, and a 
suuguinary civil war was tho immcdil.\tc consequence. 
UowoH:'r, they had suflcred the }ll'OpCr time to elapse, 
nnu tho king was too firmly established to sutfer much 
from thQir attempts; the rebels wore routed in aU 
qUl\rtora, and those who could not ftee were put. to tho 
sword. The chief of DnIDuggoo, om host, is the 
unsuccessful brothel'; and tho ohid of Bocqua, our 
friend, wns ono of his prineip!l.l followers." This 
Ilccounts for th(l uuwillillgue5::1 of tho latter to send a 
messonger with us to Att;), und tho reasonable apprc­
bl'nsiol1~ which he enterlained fnr his. safl'h', which 
wou td ccrtniuly hnyc bl,ltn realised. . 

1'uc .. ~la.1J. ,.YorClllhe!· 2nd.-It is "xtremdy morti­
fying Ilnd Y,,:cations to rdlect, that though we nrc 
80 near our countrYllll'u and our journl')' 's cud, y\~t 
we Ilrc not sutfored to go to them; I'lud it is ten.sin~ 
to think thnt we ore ('onstminl~d to b\'nd to the will 
of u. man "ho cnnnot cnter into our feding!'>, nor 
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share our hopes and fears, and who deludes us with 
hollow promises day after day. Finding the market­
people not yet returned from Bocqua, 0.$ we had 
been persuaded, we sent an energetic mess..'lCl'e to the 
king this morning expressi\'e of our determ~atiou to 
hazard eyery danger rntbcr t.han be detained longer 
at Damuggoo, and also to remind him of his solemn 
promise. This produced an immediate answer, that. 
agl'eeablj to om request, we should leal'e the town 
to-day, if we thought it safe to do so. For his own 
part, hoW"e,-er, if this were to be our purpose, he could 
only send and prot·ect us a day's journey down the 
riYer, where resides the chief of a very large country, 
into whose hands he should be constrained to delh'er 
us; tbat this monarch would naturally e:tp~et a con­
!<idernble present. and would, he had no doubt, pro­
long ow- stay with him to several weeks. ,Yhilst, on 
the other hand, would we consent to wait two da.ys 
longer for the rcturn of his people, he should be 
enabled to forward us to Bonny without touching at 
the above place, aud indeed without calling at any 
important town whatever during the jow-ney. In u. 
choice of evils, we prcfcrred i.hat which appeared to 
us the least, and, therefore, resoh'ed to wait-here n. 
day 01' two longer. The only circumst.ance which is 
ca.pable of reconciling us to our wretched abode, is 
the continued ciyility, generosity, aud tenderness of 
the chief. 

The stt·eet.s of Damuggoo are so muddy, o\dng to 
the llntme of the soil, and to the rains which have 
recently fallen, that we cannot step outside the door 
of Ollr hut without c)..]losing om-sel.es to t.he incon­
veuience of being coyered with black, filthy mud, so 
that we nre obliged to st .. '1.Y within from necessity. 
Our but does not exceed su or se,en fcet in diameter, 
and withal i~ is so Yory dark and dismal, that we can 
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1'0(' neit.her to read nor write; added to which we 
nl'e iUYQdell, froru the first peep of morn till the close 
of day, by a host of impudent fellows, who plaut 
themselves round the doorway, and in the passage, 
like as many blocks of marble, and remain there in 
:\pite of us, to tbe utter exclusion of every particle of 
air. fJ.'hc chief, to whom we have made a grievous 
complaint, lells us seriously to .• cut qff their Iwads;" 
but rcally wc uo not relish the ideo. of human bends, 
all so black and ghastly, twnbling down at our feet, 
ami so we resort to a milder punishment, hut hitherto 
this h11l:! not been attended "ith any good effect. 
"~hen c\'cniug comes, and the.. moon shines bril­
linllth- nboyo om' henus, like all u~ture. we seck the 
(,ulllf~rts of rOllose; but who can slecp when legions 
of mO"'ljuito1.'~ l'omc singing in your face, to tease 
n.1\l1 worn'" you \\' ithout mercy? It is a fact, tho.t the 
ehitlf nUll ilis people arc f~'eqn('ntly drb'en, in the 
d~t\ll (If night, to seek shelter frum the attacks of 
thesl~ torml'nting insects jn the open nil', or under 
thl~ trees; but we cnnnot resort to the same expe­
dillut, nnd IU'O therefore obliged, becauso "idleness 
1:-> the parent of mnny "lces," to employ the 
watchful hours of tbe night in shmghtedng our 
inn:·ternte pcrsccuto(1{. nor do wo cen::.o till morning 
dtwl\tt, 

)J t-i1lt' "~"~I, . .Y ... ,-, "1''1/' 3,.j.-Tho iuhtlbito.nts of 
this tnWll d;'\.~:!-S. g('ueraUy SPC(lk.ing, in Mo.nehester 
cottons (if a cloth confined to the waist, and extend­
ing below thl~ knee, illay be styled a dress). The 
ueat l\ud hecoming tobc or shirt of the interior is 
"orn only by the king nthl a few of the principal 
inho.bit.mts; indeed, the people npllenr to haye little 
cOluOlunicntion with tho nath"es of the moro inland 
1'fOyiul'1.'8, and we hlwe fOUllll the progress of ci,i­
liz.lltion to be rapidly diminishing. the nearer we 
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approach the coast. The women are fond of be4<1II, 
but esteem only the more costly kind; these arc 
the only personal decorations which they wear. 
Damnggoo is a eonaiderably large and populous town. 
but abominably dirty j the huts are round, and COD~ 
stnwted much after the same manner as those ot 
Zagozhi, being built of mud and loam, strengthened 
and supported by props and ribs of wood. They ba"c 
all, without ~xceptioD, a. 'Eoor, mean, and extremely 
'WTctched appearance. 

Those of tbe inhabitants who nre not engaged in 
trading transactions employ tbcms<:lves in cultivating 
the soil. Yams and Indian corn form, we believe, 
the principal, if not tbe only, vegetable food of tbe 
poorer cinsws, and they rarely eat anything else. 
The plantain and banana nTC imported from a. neigh. 
bouring state; but these are beyond their reach, on 
necount of exnense; and form, in fact, with the 
exception of the COCOfVnut, the on1y fruits and vege­
tahl.c:s with which they seem to be acquainted. Rice. 
which is grown so generally, aod io such abundance. 
almost in their immediate neighbourhood, they hav\:: 
never scen; and as to the different kinds of gra.iu, 
which are cultivated to a considerable extent, SOJlear 
ali Funda and Kouffie, they ha.ve either no knowledge 
of them, or, which is more likely, they consider the 
labour which is rC<luired in their eu1ture, and the 
attention which the rising crops ·would demand. to 
counterbalance tho good that might re.su1t to them­
selves, by the introduction into their country of diffe­
rent varieties of corn. Therefore, they confine t11eir 
agricultural labonrs to cultinlting maize, which is the 
hardiest of all grain, and the yam. The inhabitantli 
of DamllS'goo Dever saw 0. horse, nor have they t~e 
mo.,t distant idea of such an animal. Their domestIC 
animals arc tbc dog, the sheep, the goat, and th~ 
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common fowl ; the ('OW cannot he classed 8IDong tho 
number . Gont~ and fowls nro 1)lentiful, but few shecp 
arc to bo seen j and even these are greatly illferjor 
to tho~e of the morc interior parts. Abundance of 
excellent fish 0.1'0 caught in tho river, which eompen­
~ates, in 0. great degrec, for the scarcity of otber 
rmimo.l food. 

'l'ho king paid us ll. vil:lit thi~ forenoon, dressed 
Ycry Ilppl'oprit\tcly in n handsome tobe of silk and 
l'ottO,n, of the mo.mUt\cturc of Nouffie. lio repented 
hi~ ll.SSUI'u,nCOB thl\t wo shall ionyo to-morrow; Ilod 
though the mOll 0,1'0 not yot returned from the mtuket, 
),ot they uro confidently expected this evening. ne 
bcho.\"cd with so much nath'o politeness, and promised 
tJlIl,t wo '\\houhl be detained no longer with so much 
fH~\'iourtnc~s llnd apparont sincerity, that we arc induced 
to believo him. 

'rho chiof of Dl\.lUUggoO, benovolent as nrc his looks, 
nnd tligllitit~d as j~ his ucportmcnt, is always severe 
in hi~ llunishruents j and is oftentimes so wantonly 
cruel, as to Jepriyc llli subjeet~ of their heads for 
\'Cry It'itling offences. An information Wtl'!> this 
morlting luid ngninst n. VOl,)' rc~pcetable Ind, who i~ 
nct\rly relnted to the king, if not Ill'tunlly his own 
son, for httYlng purloincd 11. picce of Manchester 
cotton from his ~on~rcign. Death was instantly 
prollouucl'J. ngllinst the cUlprit. o.t'ter a confe&lion of 
hi~ crUn(" Ilud the 8Cntcnec WIlS to havc been carried 
into c'\ecutiol\ this cHming: but he implol'l·d us, in 
Bl\gli~h. in thl) mo~t pitCl'Uil lUanner, to intercede 
for his life, affirming that if nil the inlH"bitants of 
,lh' towu Wl're to como t\ll"lnloN in his behalf. their 
r··tuon>lt1't\ncl'~ Il.IlII pctitions would bt' unnnliling. bu1. 
thi\t ~\ whito mnn'~ 1'<Qlicitatillll would be irl'l·sistihle. 
~\t ti~t. 'H' '!Il'nt Pu!!e'oe to the chief. to exrrcll~ the 
llblig.ltilln we .. hould feci if be woulJ.. on our I\ccount, 
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pardon the delinquent, or at least commute his punish­
ment to a se"el'e flogging; but the stern judrte was 
not to be moyed froUl Ius purpose by 0. messe~gel'­
his answer was characteristic :-" Tell the white 
men," said he, (lthat a. black mnn's l'equestwould be 
useless and vuin-I would not grant him so consider­
able a fa,'olil'; but if both, or either of them, will 
intercede in the boy's behalf, personally, and in a 
formal manner, I IDay pcrhaps be induced to forgive 
him." My brother accordingly took the hint, flat­
tered tbe vanity of the chier by a personal application. 
nn,d thus obtained the boy's pardon, lind saved his 
life with little difficulty. 1'be gl'atit\lde of the 
youth was apparently sincere. . 

At five in tbe afternoon the people returned from 
Bocqutl market, and the chief sent us word to be 
ready for leaNing Dtl.lnuggoo to-morrow evening. He 
continues to be Yery kind to us, and has allowed 
us to want nothing which bis village could supply. 
I[is people had been yery unsuccessful in obtaining 
slaves, the demand for them haring been so great 
thnt a few only were to be bad. fJ.'hcir chief objece 
had beeu to procW'e slaves, but they hud also gone for 
other purposes of trade. _ 

Thursday, ,Nooember 411l.-0nr departure nnd 
future fnte have occupied the whole attention of the 
chief and his Imgnn priests nearly aU day. The fetish 
",blch has been ahendy made has praycd unfn'four­
ablo, and in hopes of still finding SOUle signs of a 
propitious nature towards our proceeding to Bonny. 
and also to ascertain whether or not we are to pro· 
eeed on Oll!' vOYilge to-day, tlle chief and his priests 
have been diligently c.mployed in consulting the en· 
trails of fowls, but to both of these the omens ",er.1 
pl'onowlced to be ycry iOQuspicious. Our determi· 
nation of departing, howe\'er, was not to be shaken 
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hy (luch menns. By the chief's o,rn arrangement our 
people were to embm'k in t,he leaky canoe, with the 
heayicst of the luggage; whereas my brother and I 
wore to troNcl in ono of his own canoes, nnd to thkc 
along with us whatever ,"as of most consequence. 
rr o this rogulation we could raise no plausible ob­
jection, because our old canoe had been partinlly 
rcpn.ired. 

A little aftor four in tho afternoon we conveyed 
our luggage to the river side, and proceeded to load 
our canoes. Long before fiyc o'clock. <n-erything, 
on om parts, had been got in readiness for q\litting 
the town, and we sat in the canoe till aftcr SlUlsct, 
wniting tho nr1'1\'1.\1 of the boa.tmcn, who did not seem 
at all disposed to hurry themsclyes in ma.king their 
npl1carnncc. \Ye began at length to be weaned with 
anxiety. and irnpationt to be stirring. IIundl'eds of 
peop}!,) hud been gazing at us for. a long while, many 
of whom htul taken the pains to rome from different 
pnrt~ of thQ town ill boats for that purpose, a.nd the 
curiosity of all hnvi.ng been amply indulged, they 
W0l'C mm;ng off in nll directions, so that we were 
almost descrted. Thc cllief could not be spoken with, 
hecauso he was engagcd in n roligious rite with bis 
priests, (\nd we WOI'e left for a.while to OUt own 
r('ficctions. which wert) far from being of the kindest 
unture . 

. .\ .. t length, when our uneasiness WfiS nt its height, 
we saw him coming towards us with a train of fol­
lowers. The MaHaUl Ilnd oll of hlli principal JK'ople 
werc wi.th him. briQgiug numerous jo;rs of palm-wine. 
A Ulat "-I\S spread uear the water-side. whereon the 
chief sot himself. rmJ we were iust3uth desired to 
place oursch'cs one Oll each side of his p~rson. The 
jm\nH\;nO l\Ud some nUll were then produeed: and 
a~ we W('I'O a.bout to tnke a long farewell of our 

YOLo ll. Q 
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hospitable host, we drank of his offering, rather than 
gi\Te offence by a refusal. The palm~wine circulated 
fl'eely i,n the bowls, and the nati\'es of the village, 
who witnessed all our proceedings with no little 
anxiety, seemed to be greatly delighted at seeillg 
their chief and the priests so familiar with \yhite 
Ulen. Meanwhile, scY(~ral e.1ephant's tusks, and a 
lllunber of slaTes and goats, were put into the canoe 
as presents to the chief of Bonny. A faUed goat 
WI'S gi\'ol1 us as 1\ pm1illg gift, nnd a small decante!' 
of rum was thrust in my brot.her's bosom as a cordial 
during the nigbt. "Te drank and chatted uway \mtil 
half~past six in the evening. when we sent Pascoe 
on before us in charge of our old canoe, telling him 
that we should soon o\'el1:ake him. 

To our great mortification we were unable to follow 
him till eight in the o\'ening, being detained by another 
fetish ceremony. The Mohammedau priest then gaye 
U!5 the dimensjons and shape of a large mirror, n 
handsome sword, and other articles, which he begged 
of us to .procure for him in Enghmd; and then we 
{wose to tako om' le!we of the king, expressing our 
acknowledgments to him with sincerity nnd heartiness 
for the cordial nnd generous reception we had .E!et 
with. OUl' own cauoe and people had departed long 
before. and it wa.s dUl'k when we jumped into the 
chief's C8UOO, which was waiting for us, and launched 
out into tho st)'cam. We 13l' off at n short distance 
from the bank, whell all the fetish people walked 
knce~deei> into the river, and muttered a long prnyer, 
nfter which they splashed the wate, towards our canoe 
with each foot.) and we proceeded on. Damuggoo is 
a long straggling to\\'11, and is formed, indeed, by l\. 

collection of yillages. which arc scattered along the 
westel'U bank. Touching nt oue of these, which is 
situated rather remote from the st.:uiillg~place, u 
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uurobel' of imliyid\Hl.ls leaped from tbe shore into the 
water by the side of our canoe, and begnn pattering 
about, in oreler to appease the anger of their deities. 
ttnll ensure us n favourable voyage. 

The natives do c"er:ythiug by halves; on arrhing 
at the village, it was found that we had not taken a 
snfficiont number of canoe·rueu for the occasion; and 
they loitered about the place, bawling for assi&tance. 
till the)" werc joined by two companions. Every time 
the cn,uoe stopped for any purpose, the cnnoc·men 
muttered SOlDe sentences in a low toue to the fetish, 
im·oking the aid of their deity towards a safe passage. 
An btwing got into the canoe. we glided down the 
:drCllm with delightful rnpidity, \\;th\lut stopping 
anywhere, or meeting \\;th further hindrance~ till 
midnight. 'l'he canQe·mcn entertained us with their 
lllltiyU songs, keeping time with their paddles, 
and e\'l,wything contributed to render the passage 
plcftsant. had wo not been lllicasy at ow' canoe 
with Pt\scoe being so far before us, without any 
messenger 01' guide. This made me determine not 
to seud him ou again without either my brother or 
~elf accompanying hiIll. 

,,' e arc inclincd to attribute the good reception wo 
mot with from tho chief of Damuggoo cntirely to the 
influence of the :\It\Uam. It is the character of the 
Nouffi~ peopl~ to speak in good terms of us whercyer 
we haxC' met th~m, nnd it was no doubt the reprc):;cn· 
tl\tiOll of this old ma.n that opef(Lted so powerfully in 
our favour with the chi~f. We regrctted yery much 
th(Lt w~ hall nothing better to give him than a few 
u(:(..'<11c,.; fOl· his sCI',iccs to us during our stay, as lw 
hnd bl"cn our interpreter on nll occn~ions, 

Fridtlll .... Yorr>mher 5fh. - 'Ye continued 011 our 
wa~· dow"n the riycr uutil two in the morning. wh\:,11 
w,-' ttrrl,·ctl fit tl hruting plncc, UCI'lr n t'on"idl'mblc 

Q 2 
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"ilIage, the Dnme of which we could not awertain. 
Here Our people landed to repo~e awhile under tho 
hranches of trees, and await tho coming of our own 
crulOO, whi<:h we had not aeen during tho night. 
Our lodgings wero very fnl' from agreeable j we were 
f!l'(unmed, eomparnti\'o]y, into a smaU co.noo, with n. 
Ilozen people as companiou.!!, besides a number of 
goata, nlld six shwcs, consisting of three women, 
two men, and 0. pretty little boy. Neitber of thesc 
slaves 8eem to bosto\\' n moment's rogret on leaving 
their native country, tbough they know tboy nrc 
to be sold on tho coast, and eOlwo)lcd to 0. foreign 
t\l1d dislnlll jnnd, if wo mny e.\:oept 0. troublosomu 
fcmalc, who screamed by I)tnrta dudng the night; 
but JlOr sorrow was evidelltly assul))ed, her ohjeot 
being to disLlU'b her aasocintcs in misfortune, nnd 
gi"o trollbl~ to her keepers, rather thnn to givo vent 
to hor own feolings. 'fho noisc of this unsocinblc 
companion was silenced occnsionnUy by a. few hearty 
('UfrH on tbo hend by ono of the canoe-roon. It wns 
jrnvol:u~ihlo foJ' the 1J1nvca to lio down, so thoy snt in 
tho bottom of tile cnnoo, with the goat:'!, nod there 
thoy slept. soundly, though tho water wWeo WIlS 

ndrnit.ted into the elllloe wus continunlly washing uncl 
Hplashing against theil' nuked sides. 'f he little boy 
l\bOVC-lllontioned is intonded IlS n. present. from the 
chiof of DnJrl uggoo to tho king of HOllny; he is not 

fl~~~~~~ld O\~~ i ~l 8:~~li1~:'o~s~~ i oS',l'fl: ~:u c~:J~~;~~ ~l~~~: 
o.l'e fottel'ed ill the do.y-timo, but thoir irons nrc to.kell 
off at Jl ight. 1111cso hrINe been all free peoplo ; but 
ha.ving beon found guilty of minor ofi'onces ntDnmug­
goo, they 111'0 8entenced to perpetual slavery and 
banishment. , 

A mal'ket is to bo hold to-morrow in tho village 
Il Clll' which wo nro stopping, nnd sovernllurgo canoea 
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filled with people and goods nre lying alongside of 
us, for their owners to commence trafficking as soon 
us the morning shall dawn. Others are constantly 
arrh-ing from vurious quarters for the same purpose, 
so that we are now (four in the morning) sW'rounded 
by 0. large squadron of native canoes. Ours, with 
Pascoe a.nd his companions, bas just entered the 
creek. It is a heavy and clumsy vessel, and there­
fore groatly inferior to the light canoes of the natives. 
Poscoo told us he bad hailed n great many canoes, 
thinking they were ours, and we were so much 
pleased tbat he had not been stopped, tbat we enter­
taincd a ycry good opinion of these people. 

The river hus nul in a. 'f"cstcriy :lnd south-westerly 
direction to-doy with many windings. The breadth 
has ¥aricd from one to three or four miles, and the 
eWTont has run very rapidly. 'l'he ba.nks were low 
uud swampy. und covt'red with a thiok underwood 
intorsperseu with palm trees. 

""'0 cndcayoured to obtain u. little rest, but found 
it quite impossible, and nt frye in the morning we 
aroso wem'it'd and fatigued. The heoxy dew which 
bad fallen wetted \l.3 completely through. At SWl­

riso I joined our people in the old canoe, which con­
tl\iucd tho whole of our luggage, for the purpose of 
Ol\coufl\.ging them to gren.tor exertion, otherwise they 
wouM not kce'P up with tho men of Damuggoo, 
and might loiter behind and 10so thems~hes; nnd ns 
my brother's canDO could casilJ of('rtake me, I pro­
ceeded onwards at fryC, ~\.ll .• lc:n·ing him behind wi.th 
the other. 

Tho \'ilbgc is famous for Imlm·oiJ. which it pro­
UUN'S in ab\Dldancc, and the buyers of that COlU­

mOllity wcre oxceedingly numerous. The bank was 
lined with many hUllW:cds of people whose curiosity 
to see n whito man was irresistible i so that, in order 
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to pre"ent unplensnDt consequences nfter I hnd left 
tlH~m, my brother's canoe-mon, who had been engnC'l'ed 
in purcbasing provisions, pllsbed off tho shorc betw~en 
se\'en and eight in the morninO', nnd continued dO\nl 
the )'j,'cr, following my track, Q 

I had left ono trunk nnci onc medicine-chest in my 
brother's canoe, nnd a couple of muskets, in case he 
might want them, and being vcry anxiolls to get 
down the rivel' had started without breakfast, at 
which my peoplc were "CI'Y much dissatisfied. They 
complained of being til'ed vel'y soon, nnd asked for 
their breakfast. I cheered them up all I could. with 
the hopes of getting them on farther bcfore we stopped: 
and taking the p'lddle myself, I sct them the ex­
nmple 5u \Ising it, at thc same time singing <I Rule 
Rl'itnnnio" to them, and telling them that in six 01' 
80ven days w,c should I'each the sen., when I would 
rcward them all wcll. 1'his hod the desired effect, 
fmel although I could not but, think that the pOOl' 
fellow_s complained \Tory justly, \\'0 con tinned Oil "ery 
pleasantly. 

At six, .UJ. , \I'e were l)(tssing rn.ther olose to a point 
in the riYel', round which it takes an abrupt tu]'n, 
nnd the current boing "cry ra})id, wo were cnrriocl 
into an cddybo,fore we were aware of it. It WIlS with 
considol'n.blo difficulty that wo got olear of it, but had 
wc been two )'nl'cls nearer to t.he shore, Ollr canoe 
would havo ~een dashed iuto pieces. These dungers 
will always be a\Toi(led by the precaution of keeping 
in the middle of the ri,·el'. At seven, A.M" we saw a 
small rh'er enter the Nigcr from the eastward, the 
bunks of which, ns well as those of t.he Niger, wcrc 
eie"atecl and fortile. ShortJy after, we obsen'ed a 
hl'l\11Ch of tho riY01' running oft' to the westward, about 
the saUle size as that from the eastward. 011 the 
right bauk of this river, olose ruso to tho bank of the 
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~ige,', wo obscl'\'ed n large market, which I was 
informed is K irreo; o.nd that the river, flowing to 
t ho wostward pas t it, f unS to Benin. A great num­
ber of cauoes wore lying near the bank. They al1-
peru'cd to bo very large, and had flags flying on long 
ham boo Canes. \Ya took no notice of them, but 
pnssed 00, and in a. short time afterwnrds we saw 
nbout fifty canoes before us, coming up tho ·riYel'. 
They appeared to be very large and full of men, and 
the appearnnco of them at a distanco was Hry 
pleasing. They had each three long bamboo ennes, 
with flags flying from them, ono fixed at each 
end of tho canoe, nnd the other in the mi.ddle. As 
we uppronohcd eaeh othor, I obscned the British 
t:oion fiug in several, while others, which were 
wbit<.'. had figures on them of n. man's leg, chairs, 
tables, dectUlters, glasses, nnd all kinds of snch 
d<.'viCt'~. The lleople in them, who were "ery numc­
rous, wore dressed in European clothing, with the 
exel'l) tion of tl'ousers. 

I felt quite o"erjoyed by the sight of these people, 
more part icuh\rly so when I saw our :Bag and European 
apparel among them, and congratulated mysolf that 
they were from tho sea-coast. But all my fond an­
ticipations vani.shed in a moment as the first canoe 
met us. A great stout fellow, of a. most forbidlling 
l'ounh'uancc, beckoned to me to como fo him. but 
seeing him and all his people so well armed, I was 
not much inclined to trust myscU among them, and 
paid no attention to him. Tho next moment I henrct 
the sound of 1\ drnm. nnd in nn instant seycral men 
mounted 0. plotform and leYelh~d their muskets at u~. 
TheN 'was nothing to be done now but to obey; u!; 
for running nWt\y it Wo.s out of tho question, our 
square loaded cnno~ was inc3.pnblc of it, and to fight 
"wi th fifty war~canoes. for such we fOWlet them. 
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contnhling oneh n10,,0 forty people, most of whom 
were fiS well arOled as olU'sclvc,s. would have been 
lhrowing awny my own and my cnnoc~mcn's lives very 
foolishly. In addition to tho muskets, each canoe 
had n long gun in its bow that would carry a shot of 
foul' 01' six pounds, besides being proyitlcd with Q. 

good stock of swords nnd boarding-pikes. 
By this time Olll' canoes wero side by side, and with 

astonishing rapidity our luggage found its wny into 
" those of our opponents. 'rlris mode of proceeding I 

did not relish nt flU; so as my gun WfiS loaded with 
two blllls and fOlU' slugs, I took deliberate aim at tho 
lcndol', nnel he would ho.\'0 pnid fot' his t.omerity l\;th 
his lifo in ol\e moment lUore, had not throe of his 
pco))lo sprung Oil me nnd forced tho gun from my 
Jln lHls, My jncket and shoe~ wero as quickly plundored 
from me, tlnd observing some other fellows Itt the 
samo time taking away Pascoe's wife, I lost aU com· 
Dlltud over mysolf, and was detOl'mincd to soIl my life 
as (lctwly as I could, I clIcomngcd my men to nnn 
tllOlnsclves with tholt, pnddles alld defend themselves 
to the Inst. I instantly seizcd hold of Pascoo's wife, 
nud wit.h tho ASsist/meo of nnother of my men dl'o.gged 
hoI' from tho fellow's gl'(lSP ; Pascoe at tho SI1IDO time 
)o\'oJ]ed n blow n,t h is hend with on~ of O\u' irOIHr(lod 
l)ncldlos that sent him reoling bnckwnl'ds, nnd we snw 
him no more, 

Our oauoo hfl.\'iug been so completely relieved of 
hel' om'go, which hud consisted only of our luggnge, 
we hfl.cl V10nty of l'OOH'I in her for bRttlo, and bcing 
euch of us provided with a pad(Uo, wo dotormined, ns 
wo b nd got olenr of our (l(h'orSfll'Y, to cut down tho 
fh-.st fellow who should du.\'o to board us. 'l'his wns 
not i\ttOlllptcd: ami ns nollO of tho othor cnuoes had 
oUbrcd to interfere, I wns in hopes of filleliug some 
fl'.ionda nmong thOlll) but at tdl oyeuts ,,-n.s dctol'lniucd 
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to follow the people who hod plundered us to the 
market, where they seemed to be going. \\7 e 
accordingly pulled after them as fast as we could. My 
mcn, now thut the fray was over, began to think of 
their fo rlorn condition. All their things were gone; 
and, os they gave up aU hopes of regnining them, or 
beillg able to revenge themselves on the robbers, they 
gavo \'ont to their rage in tears and execrations. I 
desired thom to be quiet, and endeavoured aU in my 
power to paci(r them by telling them that if wo were 
spnrcd to roneh the sell. in sufety, I would pay them 
for eyol'j'thing they had lost. 

'Yo wero following the canoe that had attacked us 
IlS fast as we possibly could, to regain our things. if 
po,~ible, whon somc people hailed us from 3. large 
ennoo, which I founu afta!'wal'ds belonged to the 
New Cnlebar rh·er. One of the people, who was ap­
parently a pt!r:oClll of COll15equonce, called out lustily to 
mo, .. lioUoR, white lUan. you Fren('h. you English? " 
-" Y C:-I, English," I nnswered him immediately. 
,. Come here in my canoe," he said j and our two 
etlnoes arp l'oached etlch other rapidly. I accordingly 
got into his CUIloe, and he put three of his men into 
wine to assist in pulling her to the market. The 
pC'ople of the CflonQe treatcrl mo with much kindness, 
and the chief of her who hnd hailed me ga.\'e me a 
gloss of rum. There were soyerol females also in the 
Ciilloe who nPI'carcd to take a grent deal of interest in 
my safC'ty . 

. Ou too"king nrouud mc, I now observed my brother 
Nming toward, us in the Damuggoo canoe, tlnd the 
$ltnC villum who had plunnercd mo Wt\1; the first to 
l'\U'Sue him. As wo had been absent from cl\eh other 
all thl' morning. Ilud tho foregoing transnetions only 
relntc to myself, the following uarrtltivc ormy brother's 
\\-ill gin~· the rel\der au account of his proceedings to 
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the time I saw him, and the disastel' which soon after 
followed. 

«My brother lcft the village nearly two hours before 
me, and therefore he wns far in advance when the 
Damuggoo canoe, j n Wl1ich I had remained, was 
'Pushed off the land. Wishing to o\'ertake him, foJ' 
he had no guide, the men exerted themselves won· 
derfully to make amends for the time ,,'wch they had 
trifled a.way; and it was really astonishing to see the 
l'tl.})idity with which the canoe was impelled through 
the water. 

« The DlOl'ning was cool, serene, and delightful, 
Ilnd the sun had just emerged from a. mass of dense 
clouds, which were fringed with a silvery light. Oil 
each side of the M,'er, gentle and lmdulatiog hills 
rose ooe behind the otber, co\'e\'ed witb vel'dure, and 
llere and there varied by gl'o\'es of dark green trees, 
which served to render the prospect yet more agree­
able, 1'he smooth, transparent smface of the river, 
disturbed only by the motions of our paddles, so calm, 
so peaceful in its gentle course, reflected with uoerring 
truth the encbanting landscape from either side, and 
lent its friendly aid to hasten us to our long-wished-for 
destination. 

"After we had been in t.he cnnoe perhaps nn hour, 
one of the men who happened to be stan(ling in the 
bow, fancied that he could descry, in another canoe 
tllen at a considerable distance before us, a sheep and 
gont, which my brother had taken away with l1im in 
the morning. All dOllbt as to the identity of the 
Animals h3ving been remoyed from bis own mind and 
those of his cowpanious-though, for my own pnrt, I 
must own that my \'ision was not near keen enough 
to allow me to agrce with thew in opinion-we gave 
chase to the suspected cnnoe. The men swnmoncd 
all ~heir resolution and strength to the task, noeL like 
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11111\1'1'0\\' f,'om 1\ how, UU\' IlIUTOW n'a~,,1 tlurlNl thl'ollp:h 
th .. wnhw, WI' gnilwd ,'avid ly 011 tho lll\l\~(" nut! the 
)1l'opll', pO"(,lIi\'illg OUI' Ohjllot" nlH l mikll'ullting- our 
intf'nlill1lK, Iwpt. m'lIl' till' ... ho\,(', 1\lld Inl10111'o<l ha\'d 

In gl't I\wuy from 11N, 'L'h(1} tiwn "n ton'. I Il hl'luwh of 
IlvI l'in'r whh,1t WUM "tinning to 11ll' ~outh-wl'l\t. nnt! 
Mlwlt"I'"d tllt'll\~llh'c!'llUuolI.'(HII\ IlUlIllh'\, of ~\nllf)l'. thnt 
W\II'I' I~·in.'( nlongaid("l n lurK!' IHf\l'kt,t phull'. ~ilunto(l Oil 

Iho l'i,il'ht IInnk, 
"tl'hi" (lid 1I0t ,Inmp 111I'-..pil'it of Clllr (lWIl. Ill' 

,I"ttll, thfllll 1'1'0 111 following tl1II pnnmit: WI' alW('I·(·(\pd 

ill diacowrinl( Ilwil' hil1in.'(~rli\l'l'; nnd 1,1 1011.'(lh, nrtf'!' 
muoh wrnnglin,(t 1\1\11 m11ll.)' thn'ntH, thl' I'uhht'l'~ (til\' 
I'IUllh 011'.)' 111'nvI'd III 11t') W\'I'\' (,otnpllilrod In 1'1'1'101"1' 1111' 
tlnimnl Bllt Imw my hrntlwl' ('ot,1I1 hu\'l' Imlli'n,lI 
1\\0 1111'11 In I'IUtHll'l'lli,,,, -(,l1nol' pu,,~le(1 1111' n,c:~'"clin"IJ. 
lIncl I WiH totnl\j' til 1\ hili" tn IH'Pntmt for it. N"ulhillJ,l. 
\'oul,1 t':\('ppd Ill)" llqwi I', nil Ill'prmll1hil1&(" till' 1111t1'k,'I. 
In ob~l'l"n', II'" I Ihought. ll\l'f(o l 'illl'npl'l1n 1It\).t"~, 
Ilm:WII tn )lnll'~, 111111 wllriu.'( 0\'1'\' IIlmo'" \'\'''C',' 

"UIIIlt' tlml WII!4 111111"1' On f\ 1·lnl'lll" (',\luuilllllinn I 
diMI"II'I'rI·d tlwH1 tn hn itnil,ntiol1~ onl.v, thOllJ.th till'.' 
1\'i'''I' ":'I;l'cuh,1! with lltH'nlllmon "kill lultl 111'111 

11t'1I~, llritillh ('010111"4, hl'pnn'Ilt1," WI'fl' 1111' Inn .. 1 pn'-
rnlPIli, lind nmoll,R' ~11I'''1' 111(1 Pnlnli nflJl' ""I'llit'd Itl lIP 
till' ,l.(1'1ll'rI\\ rlll"(lllrill'. I"Inl' dill Ill) I'nflllf'l" .. urpri~I' 
liimiui h in 11111 It'li I. \\IHlII I itlll1it'd, nn fimlin,l.( 111111 
1111' mnrk,,( 1"'lIpl •• WIl"" olnd in 1';111'0111'1111 I1pPI\1'I,I, 

thongh, \\ ilh II" mlrl I'll III'.'" ,\hil'h i. 1'I'lluHI,ulth'IIIIlHng: 

ill/linn" "hI) hIll"~ Illl)' inh'n·tntr p Iltlh l'1Itrnl'('fm~, 
n01l1' nf thl'lll W('HI ,In' I,d ill n 1'lllHpll1ll1 lIuil of 

\'101111", O'H' WIlH' II hnl 0111), \\llh n \lnl\f'lll'!lIi'\ 
"olton liP.! rtltflul hi" \In; I; nllnllll'r Ii ~hil'l; IUlu/hl'l 
n ,in ... J .. ,!. '~". .\ nil nnlin'IOo, "ith 1111' "\t'l'ptilll\ nf 
kinu: ,111"1' forhid.If'1I II) Inw In "PI\I' ImlilOol'I'!!!, 11 "Olll 

Ilwn pHd 1,1 lHlllllk'·I"hi • .r "" g''1wl"lIlh' lIuh'llilUll'd 
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for that article of dress. The multitude formed the 
most modey group that we hn\'c ever scen; nothing 
on cal,th could be more grotelHiue or ridiculOllfl . 
.Many of the men had 11 smattering of the English 
Ilnd French tongues. 

"Tho ohjcct for which we bnd stopped at the 
market ho.\'ing becn effected to our satisfaction, we 
IluUcd out again iHto the mnin body' of the river, and 
here we saw several Cllll0Q8 of amazing size coming 
towards us fl'om the southward. 'l'otally unsuspicious 
of danger of nny ldlld from this quarter, astonishment 
at such 0. .~ight was the ouly emotion that entered my 
mind j nnd we resolved to pass in the midst of these 
canoes, that we m.ight more canvonicndy look on each 
side of us, fo), the purpose of necertaining whether 
they contain<.ld ull)'tbjJlg belonging to us, At t1UJ 
next moment, another 8fjl1at!,0tl of tho same descrip­
tion of "cRscla come in sight, in one of which I could 
discover my bmther by bis white ahjrt j and I fancied 
thnt be 'I'M returning to demand restitution of tho 
animals of which be had been plundered, thercforc I 
)jtill felt perfcclly cosy ill my mimi. 

"\VhoJl we dl'ow nearor, it wn~ apparent that thesc 
were nU war-Ctlnoes, of IH'odigiQUS dimensiona jim" 
menso flags of various colours wore displayed in them, 
a six-pounder WIlS lashed to tho how of each; and 
they were filled with women and cbjldreD, and armed 
men, whose weapons were in their hands. Such wos 
their size, that ench of them was paddled by nearly 
forty peoplo. In PUrsWlIlCO of om' arrangement, wo 
passcd through t.bo midst of thelll, but could scc 
nothing; and we had advanccd n few yards, when all 
looking behind UB, wo discovered that tho war-canoes 
had l)cen turned l'ound, aod worc swift ly pursuing us. 
Appearances were hostile; tho apprehension of dangct 
suddenly flQshed 11crOI;S my mind j we cndcQ"om'cd 
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and struggled hard to escape: but feM had taken 
possession of the minds of my companions, and as 
they were unable to esert themselves we did not get 
on; all was vain. Our canoe was overtaken in Il. 

moment, and nearly sont under water by the yiolence 
with which her pursuer dashed against her j a second 
crash throw two or three of the Damuggoo people 
overboard, nnd by the shock of the third she capsized 
and sunk. All this scerued the work of enchant. 
ment, so quickly did CYcnts succeed each othor j yet, 
in this inton·a.I, a couple of ill-looking fellows had 
jumped into our canoe, and in the confusion which 
pre"a.ilccl, began emptying it of its coutents with 
astonishing celerity. 

" On finding myself in the water, my first care 
was, yory notul'fuly, to get out again; and therefore 
looking rOlmcl on t\ hundred ruffians, in wbose coun­
tenances I coulll disccrn not n single trace of gentle­
ness or pity. ISWI\Ill to a large cUn(.c, apart from the 
others, in which I obSCT\'cd two remrues, and some 
little ones. - for in their breasts, thonght 1, CODl­

passion and tenderness must surely dwell. Perceiyiug 
my design, a sturdy man of gigantic stature, such as 
little children dream of. bluck us a coal, and with a 
most hideous counteurmcc, suddenly spra.ng towards 
me. and stooping down. he lllid hold of ill)' arQ.1, and 
.!!nt\tchcd IDe with a ,;olent jerk out of the wa.ter, 
letting wo fall like I) log into the canoe, withont 
speaking :\ word . 

.. I soon reco\"('red. and :-at up with my companions. 
tho women and children, and disC'oY(~red them wiping 
te!'!r:; from their faces. In momentary expectation of 
n. barbarous and painful death .. for what else. ' said I 
to nn-sdt~ . cau I\ll this lead to?' tho scene Ilround 
rue l;rolluccd little impr('ssi.on upon my mind; my 
thoughts wert:' wandering far awny. and this day I 
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thought was to be my last. I \,'as meditating in 
this ma·nuer, Jleedless of all that was going on a.roUnd 
me, and reckless of what came next, when I looked 
up and saw my brot.her at a. litt.1e distance, gazing 

·Jsteadfastly upon me j whcn he snw that I ohsen'ed 
him., he held lip his arm with a. sorrowflll look, and 
pointed his finger to the skies. 0 r how distinctly 
and eloquently were all the emotions of his soul at 
that moment depicted in his countenance! W110 
could not understand him ~ He would have I>nid, 
' Trust in God!' I was touched with grief. Thoughts 
of home and friends rushed upon my mind, and 
almost overpowered me. My heart hovered over tlle 
scencs of infiluey and boyhood. 0 how yividly did 
early impressions return to my soul! But such feel J 

iugs could be indulged only for a moment. Recol­
lecting myself, I bade tllem, as I t.hought, an ever­
lasting adieu; and weaning my heart and thoughts 
from all woddly a.ssociations, with ferl'our I invoked 
the God of my life, before ,\"hose a."ful throne I 
imagined we should shor~ly appenl', for fortitude and 
consolation ill the hour of triaL My heart· became 
subdued and soft.cned j my milid regained it-s sererut.y 
and composul'e j and t.hough there was nothing_but 
tumult and distraction without, within all was t.ran­
quiUity and resignation. 

If On account of the eagerness und aILuety with 
which eyer.r one endcayoul'cd to 'get near us in orde): 
to share the expected plunder, and thc confllSion 
which prevailed in consequence, many of the wal'­
canoes clashed against each othel' with such "iole.nce, 
Lhat three or four of them were upset at onc ttme, 
and the scene which eusned baffles all description. 
Men, women and cli1<1I'en, clinging to t.heir float.lng 
pl'operty, werc st.ruggling ill the ri\'cl', and screaming 
nnd or,ring ont as loud as t.hey were able, to be sayed 

I 

r 
I 
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from drowning. Those that were morc fortunate, 
wore benting their countrymen off from getting into 
their cnnoes, by striking their heads and hands with 
paddles, fiS they laid hold of the sides and nearly 
upset them. \Yhen the noise and di.sorder had in 
!:.'.ome measw'o ceased, my brother's canoe and that 
whi.ch I was in were by the side of eaeh other, and 
he instantly took his shirt from his back, and threlv 
it OYill' me, for I wns naked. I theu stepped into his 
canoe; for wha.tever wight be our fate, it would be a 
mow'ofnl kind of pleasure to comfort and console one 
anothcr in the hour of trinl and suffering, But I had 
no sooner done so, than I was dragged back again 
hy a powt)iful ann. which I could not resist, and com­
m:mdcd by flU'iollS gestures to sit still on my peril . 

.. Unwilling to aggravato our condition byobsti­
nacy or brll\'lulo. ,,'bich would h{L\'c been yain ane! 
ridiculous. I miHle no reply, but di.d l.lS I was desired, 
alHI 8i1eutly wt\tched the lllotion~ of Ollr keepers. 
({ow thcl'~ WCI'I) still other cauoes passing by ou their 
way to the Illarkllt-placo, and amongst them was one 
of cxtruordinllrY SiZl'. Fancying it to be neutral, 
amI hoping to ml\ke a diversion in our favour, I 
beckoned to those who were in it, and saluted them 
in th" most friendly mauuer. But their SllXage 

hosoms werc impl'nctrl'l.ble to feeling, Surely they 
are destituh.' of all the amiable charities of life. I 
.u.ruo'St doubted whether they wero human beings, 
'rheir hideous fel\hu'e~ were dru-kelled by a terrible 
l:Icowl: thc~' lllo('ked ruo, dapl'cd their bands, and 
tlnunpcd upou i\ sullcn drum; then with a loud aud 
:'.l'Ol'uful hUlgh. the burbat'ia.u~ dnshcd their paddle~ 
iuto thl' wat(-r nuu wont thl'ir way. This ,rag t\ 

~l"cre m(ll,titiciltiou; I felt coufm~ed auu abashed; 
IUHl my heart seemed to shrink withiu itself. I walle 
no more ~uch trials," 
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Seeing my brot.her swimming in the river, and 
people clinging on to what they could, I endeavoured 
nil in my power to induce the people of IDy canoe to 
go to him. But all I could do was in vain. FearinfT I 
that those in the water might upset t.he canoe by .r 
getting into her, or that she would be overloaded with 
t.hem, they kept ruoof and let them ·ta.ke their chance. I 
My feelings at that moment were not to be described; 
I saw my brot.her nearly exhausted, and could render 
him no assistance, in addit.ion to our luggage being I 

plundered and sunk; aud I had just formed the reso-
lution of jumping into the water after him, when I 1 

v saw him picked up. 1 
1'he canoes near me, as wen as mine, hastened to a i 

small sand island in the liver, at a. short distance 
from the market, nnd my brother arrived soon after­
wards In a ShOli time the Damuggoo people 'made 
their appearance~ and also the chief of Bonny's mes­
"enger, haying like ourselves lost everything they 
bad of their own property, as wel1 as their master's. 
This was in conseCJuence of the confusion which had 
taken plncc: for t.hese people, no doubt, had they 
been recognised, would Dotha,e been molested. ,Ye 
were all obliged to remain in our respective canoes, 
and made rather a· sorry nppearance in consequence 
of the t.reat.ment we had receh-ed, which was increased 
by the teul'S ood lamentations of our own canoe-men, 
as well as. those of Damuggoo, and neither my brother 
nor myself were in a condit.ion to offer t.hem any 
consolation. 

vVe had been lying at the ishmd; but now the 
war-canoes ''Vere all formed into a line and paddled 
into the market-place. before nlludcd to, which is called 
Kb'ree1 alld which likc";se was tJIC place of their 
destinfltion. Here we were informed that a pallwer 
would be held, to take the whole affair into con-
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sidcrntioll i and a.bout ten in the morning, a multitude 
of mcn lnnded from the canoes, " to hold a council of 
war,lI if it may be so termed. For our part.s, we were 
Dot sutTered to go on shore i but constrained to remain 
in the canoes, without a covering for the head, and 
exposed to tho heat of a. burning Sun. A person in 0. 

Moho.mmeclan dress, who we leamt afterwards was n 
nntive of a place near Fundn., came to u.S, o.nd enden­
vow'ed to cheer us, by saying that our hearts must 
not be sorc,-that at the palaver which would be 
huld, we had plenty of friends to speak for us. That 
nll tho people in the Mohammedan dresses who had 
come from Funda to o.ttend the market were ou!· 
friends, besides a great number of femaies who were 
well dressed in silk of different colours. These 
wowen wore It\rg~ ivory anklets of about four or fhe 
l)Qunds weight, and bracelets of the same material, but 
not so large, About twenty canoes full of Do.muggoo • 
p<x>ple hnd nrM\'ed from the l.nious towns neal' 
Druuuggoo. These persons baring heard how we had 
been treated, also became our friends, 60 that we now 
begun to think there was u. chance of our escaping, 
Ilnd this intelligence put us· into better spirits, 

A short tiru~ before noon, tho river being pretty 
dear, sO"cral guns wera rued as a signal for aU the 
canoes to repair to the market and attend the palaver. 
Eoger to learn the result of the discussion at tho 
Ms('wbly, in which we were so intimately concerned, 
but. without the mciWS of gaining any intelligence. 
we passed the hOURI in fearful suspense, yielding by 
turns to the pleasing illusions of hope, and the 
glooOly forebodings of dC8pair. 

The hent. of the SUU, to which we were exposed, was 
exccs$h'e, and bnying no shirt on eyen to protect my 
shoulders from the scorching rays. r eontrh'ro to 
borrow till old cloth from onc of the canoe-men, who 

,"OL. H. 
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. spoke a. little English. Some of the ma.rket-women 
came down to our ennoe, and looked on us with muoh 
concern and pity, sprea(ling their hands out, as much 
as to say, God has saved you from a cruel death. 
They then ret.ired, and in a few minutes afterwards 
returned, bringing with them n. bunch of plantains and 
two cocon.·nuts. This was an acceptable oftcring, and 
we gladly took it and divided it among our people and 
ourselves. 

A stir was now made in the market, and a. search 
commenced through all the caDoes for our goods, 

V~~~:en~f ,,~~~!c~t '~~~\~Ot~~~; :r~~~~fY~~~ ~~:~:r ,~:;: 
landed and placed in the middle of the mal'ket-Illace. 
'"'1'0 were now invited by the Mallows to land, and 
told to look at our goods and see if they were all 
there. fro my great satisfaotion I immediately re­
cognisecl the box containing our books, and one of my 
brother's journals. The medicine-chest was by its 
side, but both were £lled with water. A large carpet­
bag, containing aU our wcaring apparel, was lying cut 
open, and deprived of its contents, with the exception 
of 3. shirt, n pail' of trowsers, and a waistcont. :Many 
valuable articles which it had contained were ..gone. 
The whole of my journal, with the exception of a note­
book with remnl'ks from Rubba. to tbis place, was lost. 
Four guns, one of which had been the property of the 
late :Mr . . Purk, four cutlasses, and two pistols were 
gone. Nine elephant's tusks, the finest I hnd seen in 
the country, which had been given us by the kings 
of 'Vowow and Booss!!., 0. quantity of ostl'ieh fcut.hers, 
some handsome leopnrd skins, l\ grent variety of seeds, 
nll om' buttons, cowries, and needles, which were oe· 
cessn-ry for us to purohase pl'o\;'sions "it1,-n11 werc 
misSing, and said to have been sunk in the river. The 
,two boxes ,nnd the bag were all thnt could be found. 
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'Ve bad been desired to seat ourseh-es, which, ils 
soon as we bad done, n. circle gathered round llS, and 
began questioning us; but at that moment the sOlwd 
of screams a.nd the clnshing of arms reached the spot; 
nnd tbe multitude co.tcbing fire at the noise, drew 
t.heir swords, and leaving us to ourselycs, they ran 
a,wny to the pince whence it proceeded. The poor 
women were hurrying with their little property tOM 

wi\rds the river from all directions, nnd imagining that 
we ourselves might be trampled under foot, were we 
to rCUlllln longer sitting on the ground, we joined the 
Hying fugitives. and aU rushing into tho water, sprang 
into canoes, and pushed otf the hlnd, whither our pur­
suers dared not follow us. The origin of aU this was 
n. desire for moro plunder on the part of the Eboe 
people. Seeing the few things of ours ill the market­
})bce whioh hllll been ta.ken from theil' eauoes, they 
wade a ru:w to tho place to recover them. The 
natives, who wel'O Kirree peop~e, stood ready for 
them. armed with swords, daggers, and g uns; and the 
8a"i\go Eboes finding themselves foiled ill the attempt, 
l'Otrcated to thoir canoes without risking an attack, 
ulthough we fully expected to have been spectators of 
a furious and bloody bn,ttle. The noise and uproar 
which this produced wera dreadful, and beyond all 
description. 

'l'hi$ after 011 was a fortunate circumstance, ina$M 
mud} as my brother and I, hM-jUg unconsciousl:' 
jwuped into the 8ame canoe. found ourselYcs in each 
other's compauy. and were thus a'tlordcd, for a short 
time at least, the r1('05uro of conversing without in~ 
terruption : ond he then rolated to me all that had 
htlpJlCucd to him ::linco the morning. Like me he had 
no foresight of mischief. or apprehension of dunger. 
,\OJ. then.'fore he took no lUenus whah~\'cr of shutlM 

llillg the irnmom,Q ('1\nOes which he percciYcd were 
R :'} 
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approaching him with their large flags. But on the 
contrary, these striking and uncommon appendages.. 
iO which neither of us had been accustomed, served 
to eu,.ite his curiosity and win his admiration. rather 
than awaken any fw or suspicion of danger. ' 

The pal3:.er Dot ha';ng yet concluded, we had full 
leisure to contemplate the scene around us. We bad 
moored e. little 'Wa, from the banks of the river: in 
front of us 'Was the market-plaee, which w-as crammed 
with ,people, from all parts of the neighbouring 
country, of different t-ribes, - a btTeat multitude of 
wild men, of feroc10us aspect. and sange, uncouth 
manners. To theEe belonged the choice, eithE:r af 
giring us life and liberty, or dooming us to sla:rery 
or death. In tbe latter deU:rmination their minds 
might be swayed by ~-picion or caprice, or influ­
enced by hatred; in the former they might be guided 
by the hopes of gain, or biassed by tbe fears of 
punishmentJ-for many flf them had come frQIIl the 
:sea-coast, and ruch an a.d~entnre as our:; could not 
long remain concealed from the knowledge (If our 
COUIltrymen. The Ehore far a long way was lined 
with their canoes. haTing the colours of various 
European nations waring from long polL'S, which 
were fastened to the ~ SeTeral of these had as 
many as three flags in eaeh; they .. ere an uf 
immense me, and fringed .,.-jib blue cotton (haft) cut 
imo sconops. Be£!de.:; these, there were others of 
the £tJ"ang~t and m(JSt gro~ pattern5~ meh a.= 
re~tarioIl5 of wild 'bea..sts. men's legs, wine 
~ decan~ and things of still more whimsical 
iliapes. Whenee the harharianB procured the;,e em­
blematieal banners we C8DDQt tdl j bnt we tmd(:rctand 
that each mOe has its own pe::enliar flags, whieh are 
nnfurled wheneoer they tIDden.ah: any enterprise of 
imponan.ee. Canoos were like~ stationed ~ an 
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islt\nd or sand-bank in the middle of tbe riYer, which 
wo considered to bo neutml, as their owners did not 
seeUl to interfere wibh the proceedings of the day. 
But there happened to bo among the sarages a few 
weU-dressed Mohammedan priests, who had como late 
to the market from the northward. These wel'e 
deoidedly our friends. Many times they blessed us 
with uplifted hands and compassionate countenauces. 
exclaiming" .J1Ja Sullikee I"~ (God is King 1) Nor 
did they confine themselves to simple expressions 
of pity or concern i but, as we subsequently learnt, 
they joined the assembly. a.nd spoke in our favour 
with warmth and energy. taring those who had 
Il~saulted us with cowardice, cruelty. and WTong, and 
proposing to haye thom beheaded on the spot as a 
just punishment for their crime. This was bold 
language. but it produced a salutary otfeet on the 
mimls of the hearers. 

Tho women nnd children took charge of the canoes 
whilst their husbnnds and fathers were on shore. 
From the forlller we received little presents of bananas 
and cocoa·nuts. which were our only food during 
the dt\y j but with the latter we had little commuui­
c",lion. Both Ul~n and women wore immensely large 
ivory rings on their legs ond arms, which were at 
lcl\st an inch in thickness. and six. inches in depth i 
n.ud theso orntunel\t~ were so heavy and inconvcnient, 
thrlot when tho fcmrucs walked, they appeared the 
most awkward and ungraceful creatures in the world; 
in fa.ct , they could. not walk without producing a 
collision of these ullwieldy rings. The women '8 

necks a:nd bosoms "-cro likewise decorated with 
strings of corM and other beaels, but their dress W:l.S 

('on6nc~l to a picce of figured cotton, encircling the 
waist, nnd c'l:tendiug half-way dowu the log. 

At. about three in the afternoon we were onlered 
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to retul1l to t.he small island from whence we baa 
come; and the setting of the sun being the signal for 
the council to diEsoh-e, we were again sent for to the 
market. The people had been engaged in delibera­
tion and discussion during the whole of the day, and 
with throbbing hearts wc received their resolution in 
nearly the follo1't;ng "oras :-" That the king of t.he 
country being absent, they ~had taken upon them­
selves to consider the occurrence which had taken 
pia.ce in the morning. and to give judgment uc,'Cord­
iugly. Those of our thlngs which had been sa,Yed 
from the water should be restored to us, imd the 
person that had -first commenced the attack on my 
brother should lose his head, as a. just retribution for­
his offence, having acted · without his chiers per­
mission; and that "ith regard to us, we must 
consider ourselYes as prisoners, and consent to be 
conducted on the following morning to Obie, king of 
the Ehoe country, before whom we should undergo 
au examination, and whose 1Iill and pleasure con­
cerning our persons would then be explained." We 
received the intelligence with feeongs of rapture~ 
and with bursting hearts we ofl'ere<l up thanks to 
our Divine Creator for his signal preservation of -us 
throughout this disastrous day. 

It was, perhaps, fortunate for us that we had no 
article of .alue which ige nati,-es were at all solicitous 
aboutc; and to this circumstance, added to the envy 
of those who had joined in the conquest, but who 
had not shared the plunder, may chiefly be attributed, 
under Pro.idence, the preserYation of our li'es. Our 
medicine-chest, and a· trunk containing books, &c., 
which were all spoiled by the wat.er, were subse­
quently restored to us; but our wearing apparel, 
Mr. Park's double-barrelled gun, the loss of which 
we particularly regretted, and all our muskets, swords, 
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and pistols, with those of our men, were sunk or 
missing. \Va likewise lost the elephant's teeth given 
liS by the kings of Boossa nnd \\' owow, a few natural 
curiosities, our compass and thermometers, my own 
jourual, my brother's memorandum, note, and sketch 
books, with a small part of his journal nnd other 
books which were open in the canoe, besides an our 
cowries and needles, so that we were left completely 
destitute. to the mercy of we know not whom. 

Tho object of the bnrbario.ns in coming so far 
from home was noycr correctly explained to us; but 
wc have no doubt that it was from motiYes of 
plunder, which. had our party been larger, ""as to 
hayo been carried into efteet on an extensh'e scale. 
But the capture of two \'i"hitc men, supposed to have 
yaluablo goods with them, seems to ha,'e disconcerted 
all their pinns for the present, by producing division 
and distrust amongst them. IIowever, it was ap­
parent to Uli that all these savage warriors had left 
their country, not only to pluuder whatever might 
happen to fall in their way, but likewise to attend 
two or threc lUarkets nellr KiI'l'ee. for the purpose 
of trMling with the nativcs whonever they might 
fnncy thclllsehcs not sufficiently powerful fa take 
",way lh~ir property without fighting and bloodshed. 
For thi~ purposc they wero amply furnished with 
nU'ious cOllunodit.ies, such as l)owder, muskets. cut­
lfls:;:,es. knhe!:l. cotton cloth tlrthellW31'e. skins of 
wild rmimnlR. mnts. sweet potatoes, cassada root. and 
a ,'cry huge kind of stmw hat, which they would 
(,:tchl1n~c- for :=.layc-s. h·ory. yam!:!, and palm-oil. It 
was cyidcnt l\lso at Rirrec-. that morc- tbnn onc party 
of these robbct':) had roade- SCyc-rnl attempts at plun­
d~r. aud it wns equally notorious that they had been 
mauy times repulscd. nence the dreadful scream­
ing nt the market, G..ud tho stl\te of hurry, tumult, 
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and alarm that prevailed therein during the whole of 
the day. 

In the evening. when everything was quiet, fires 
were kindJed in all the canoes, for dressing pro\;. 
siems; and there being a vast number of them, the 
Ni~er was jllumiDa~ by streams of yellow light, 
which produced a higbly rOID.!lDtie, but melancholy 
effect. It was a time fitted for adoration and thanks­
giving to the beneficent Creator and Monarch of all. 
But, alas! how few hereabouts arc bending the knee 
to him-how few arc lifting up their hearts to bis 
mercy-seat! 

The Kirree people are n- savage--lookiog race. They 
are amazingly strong and athletic, and are a1&o well. 
proportioned. Their only clothing is the skin either 
of a leopard or tiger, fastened round their waist. 
Their hair is plaited, and plastered v.;th red clay in 
abundance, and their face is full of incisions in every 
part of it j these arc cut inro the- flesh 50 as to 
produce deep furrows, each incision being about a 
quarter of an incb long, and dyed with indigo. It is 
scarcely possible t.o make out a feature of their fa.ec, 
and I ha.e never seen Indians more disfigured. The 
Eboe women haw! handsome features, and we could 
not help th.i..n.king it a pity that 6llCh savage-looking 
fellows as the men should be blessed with so hand· 
some a raee of fcm.a1es. The mark of the Eboc people 
is the point of an arO- pricked in each temple, the 
end being next t.o the eye. We are infiJrmoo that 
the leading man, who commanded the fim canoe that 

- attacked us in the river this morning, is confined in 
double irons, and condemned to die by the people, 
who are friends at tbis plac~_ It is said they have 
taken oW' treatment up with so much detenninanon 
to do -u.s justice, that if the king of Eboo, whose 
subject he is, refuses to put hin;l to death, no more of 
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his cnnoes wi ll be allowed to Come to this country to 
trudc. His wives have been crying round him and 
making great lamentation. 

About seven in the evening, large hea'7 clouds, 
n.scClud ing from the horizon, covered the stars like a 
wond j a t.otal darkness prevu.iled, and we were 
presently visited by a storm, which generally follows 
a very sultry day i but nlthough it was yiolent, it was 
short. The- min desconded in torrents, the wind 
howled through the tl'ees, antI all the fires were 
extingui:;hcd in (l. moment. Our canoe was half filled 
with water, and ourselves completely drenched; but 
not";thstn.mling these inconveniences and discourage_ 
ments, we Illy down as 'well as we could to sleep till 
morning; for nMllrc W(\S wearied out with a long day 
of anxiety nud fatigue. 

IL\PTER XIX. 
Depa rture from Kir~_Method of tmdiog-Cb!lr.:lcter of tbtl 

nntivee-l\ n unhnpl")" Il.:n'e--Supersliliolll of lIJC e:lnoemeo n:. 
tpectiog the tl'l\\'ollcra- t..,p~u b~" fog-Pan tbrough a htkc_ 
l\ rrinl Olt Eboc TO\\"n_ The King'~ ral:lC:c-D('~ription of Kiug 
Obi('-!ntcnitIV with him-The Eboc peoplc-Trnde of Ehoe 
Town- D;~rut('~ of the nativn tt~pecting the tm~cnc"_De­
ciaio .. of Kiujl Ollio respectiog them-Thdr dil!appointmcot_ 
An E~ L',ly-Arran~llieDt. fur leat ing Eboc. 

A)""(,/urdtlll ..... yOl:('mbt~r 6th.-MY brother felt quite 
feye.rish thi~ morning, and I wns very unwell, yet we 
had nothing to en.t, nor anything to purchase it "with. 
At suurise, our calloe was taken from before Kirree 
market-plnce, to the littlo sand~ba.nk or island in the 
mid(Uc of the river, whore we waited till nine o'dock 
for th~ coming of two war canoes, which it has been 
resolved should convoy us to the Eboo country. 
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which we lmderstand is situated three days' journey 
hence dowu the Xiger. A head man from one of 
them stepped into OW'S, though, as it was, we had 
scarcely room enough to move a limb. The sWlken 
cauoe had been got up again; the Damuggoo people 
hn(l regained their slaves, having lost only c1ot.h and 
i I'ory j for ,,·hich they are told they will be recom­
pensed by the king of the Eboe country on arriving 
there; 80 that this circumstance seemed to have 
reyh'ed their hopes: a little, and to have inspired them 
with fresh life and spirits, which one could scarcely 
expect from individuals that had so recently been 
half drowned, beaten, and otherwise ill-used. Never­
theless, though our loss far exceeded theirs, we were 
as cheerful as they, Ol\r minds had been relieved 
from a pninfnl state of anxiety i we DOW· looked for­
ward to our journey down the river with the most 
pleasing floticipntioos; and even in our forlorn COD­

dition, we profited by the lesson we bad received, and 
rejoiced that our situation was no worse, Our thoughts 
were once more turned on home; we quickly resumed 
our former cheerfulness i the freshness of the morning 
gaye U8 new vigour, and we ardenU;y; wished to 
set out. -

At seven in the morning we bade adieu to Kirree, 
the scene of aU our sorrows, accompanied by six 
large war canoes, nnd ngllin took our station with the 
Dumuggoo people. The canoe once mor~ dart~d 
along nt n great rate, the men, a.s they apphed theU" 
whole strenrlh to their paddles, gave us a song 'bf 
their country, which seemed to animate t.hem to still 
grenter exertion. Our minds were well prepared to 
enjoy it; and in no pnrt of the country have we 
listened to a native song with so much pleasure and 
gratifi cation. . 

At nine in the morning we pussed two benutlful 
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islands, Dot for from the plaee where we had been first 
attn-eked. Theso wero tlllinhabited and nearly in the 
middle of the river, which is about three miles broad. 
The direction of it soemed to be about south-west, or 
rather morc westerly, but hosing lost our compass 
with the rest of our things yesterday, we nre now 
quite at a loss for the direction of the ri,'er, and can 
only form nu opinion fl'om the plnce of the sun. At 
iutl'rYn,ls of two or threo nilles we observed large towns 
nnd Yill nges on tho bo.1\k5, which at a short distance 
from the riyCl' becamc high. Our canoe people being 
nfraid , I suppose. of the inhnbitants, and l)crhaps being 
nt wal' with them, would not go ncar them, a.lthough 
th~y wcre in wnnt of yams . 

.At cicycn A . .1I., the peoplc la:id in their paddles, 
and allowed tho canoe to drift down the river. ",hill' 
they took their brcnkfnst. 

Besiues our convoy, we had a sumpter-canoe in 
compnny, belonging to the Eboe peo11le, from which 
the othl'rs were supplied with Uressed proTisions. For 
our own part, we bud neither mone,)" 1I0r needles, nor 
indecd Illlythiug to purchase a. weill; and knowing 
th is to be the case, our sable gua.rdians neglected to 
tnkc into considcmtion the state of our stomacbs. 
llowc\"('l'. we felt no very strong inclination to joiu 
them in their repa~t. though on one occasion we were 
illyitl'd to do so: for we fclt an imincible disgust to 
it. from the filthy manner in which it bad been pre· 
pnrcd. Ya.ms were first boiled, then skinned and 
mashed into t\ l,uste. with the addition of a little 
wllter, by hnnds tbat were far from being clean. As 
this p;lrt of tbe business rcquirc~ great personal c.xer· 
Hon . thl' mnn on whom it deToh-ed perspired "cry 
coriom:\y, !\nd the con:;cquenccs mny easily be guessed 
nt. Thi~ was the reason for the \.Ulconqnerable a\'or· 
:::.ion we folt to pt\l'ttlkc of their food. The natives. 
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however, nre not equally squeamish about such trifles, 
and compassionate our want of tnste in not relishing 
their savoury banquet. With their yams they gene­
rally have a little nah, eithor smoked and dried, 01" 

fresh from the stream; but on vory particular OCca­
sions, instead of fish, a young kid, roasted with its 
skill nnd hllir, is substituted. In eMing. they use 
the fingers only, and eyol'yone dips his hand into tho 
sa'me dish. This custom is universal. It is the sumo 
amongst the ~foors in Barbary, and the Arabs nnd 
Mohammedans in India, nn.d perhaps in mnny other 
countries in the world. 

lInd it not been for the above filthy method of 
preparing their repnst, we should not hayc hesitated 
in joining them, having eaten nothing either to-day 
01' yesterday but a. small piece of a banana. naif 
an hour was thus passed, when the men took t4eir 
paddles again, and the canoes moved on at a swift 
rate. The river became more winding in its course, 
and the banks were covcrcd witb large trees whicb 
hung over the water. 

At four in t.he afternoon we halted to purchase 
yams at a town on tho bank of a river, which was 
nearly hid from our sight amidst the tree~ and..thick 
ullderwood. The canoes baving reached the bank, 
five of the canoemen landed well armed, and proceeded 
to the town. 'rhoy bad beon absent an hour, whon 
they again roade their nppeal'nllCe, followed by a great 
ma.ny people can-ying bundles. They were also 
accompanied by one old woman, who appeared td be 
a person of consequence. It appears tbat tho natives 
in this part of the river are such outrageous and 
lawless fellows, that they aro mistrustful of ench 
other eyon in the smallest communication, and 
we had an opportunity of seeing how far this wns 
carl·ied. 
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Tho object of our visit was to purchase yarnS', ami 
our l)eoplo had succeeded in getting the villagers to 
bring some down to the canoes. Those people, how­
(lye r, bad armed themselves either with a gun or sword, 
as well as our OW11, and had no women among them, 
cxccptmg the old one above-mentioned. Having ar­
rived at the bank of the riYcr, the old woman directed 
a.l1 tho yams to be placed in a row before oW' people. 
and in distinct and separate bun(Ues, and the owners 
to retire to a short distance, which order was implicit1y 
obeyed. The purchasor now inspected the bundles, 
and haying selected one to his satisfaction, which 
might contain tho finest yams. phlced what he consi­
dered to be its yalue by tho side of it, consisting of 
cloth, flints, "h. The old lady looldug on aU the 
timo, if in her opinion it was sufficicnt to give, takes 
up the cloth and gh·es it to the owner of the bundle. 
nnd thc purchascr like-wise takes away "tho yams. 
But, on tho contmry. if the cloth or whatoyer waS 
thus offered by the purchaser. is not considered suffi­
cieut by tho oJd \'"oman, she allows it to remain n 
short time, to gin~ bim fm opportunity of adding 
somothing else to his offer. 1£ this were not done, 
the owner of the yams W:lt) dirccted by the old woman 
to h\ko them alldmo,IG them back out of the way. 
leaving what had heen offered for them to be taken 
t\wny also. All this was carried on without n word 
p1.,~,s1ug betwccn the Imrtics j nod the purchase of a 
auJl'\cieut number of yams by ow' people occupied 
three ho\l.N. It was something quite noyol to sec two 
large pnrties of peopl-.! bartering commodities in this 
wanuer: and tho apparent unconcern and detcrminG.­
tioll \\'ith which the old womnn held out. when she con· 
side red the price offered for the yams not sufficient, 
was quito amusing. She knew our IDen must han:: 
y:.\1llS: nnd with an ill grace they udded anythlng to 
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what,thoy hod ah'Mcly oAcl'ed. The scene befol'e us 
wo's altogethcr extrnonlinllry. ?lrany of the peoplc 
belonging to the canoes were standing in 0. group Oil 

the bil.nk of tho riYel' nonl' lhem, with musket.s, swords, 
a.nd spears in thoir hands i Bomo ,vith the articles 
with which tllGy wero about to .make n purchase. A 
qUfLUtiey of yams, arrnnge(l in large bundles, placed ill 
0. row, sepnl'O,ted them from allol..ho\' group, consisting 
of ehe villngers, also nl'lued, 1),lId both parties stnnding 
at i\ short distance from them, leaving n considerable 
Sp MO between. nOl'O WfiS stationed the old woman, 
who, with no little consequcnee, directed the whole 
1\lfail' by signs, cit,hor to her OWll l)nrty or ours, not 1\ 

word being spol{()n hy any ono. 
'Vo could not help thinldng, tlu),t, everything, in 

tho largest 1\l1tl'ket wo hnve seen, Illlght hn.ye been 
disposed of in tho time l'e(]uired for purchasing these 
yams, and that only ton do.ys' jom'ney llP the rinl' 
:mcll n U1m·ket would be found. This method of 
tmoillg mllst hayo nrison oithol' from tho fenr of 
qunl'rolHng, 01' fl'om not undcrstnnding oneh othol"::; 
Inngnngo, whioh is difBon!t. to snl)pose i bnt it seoms 
to havo beon instituted by mutun.l agreemont, for both 
pnrties quito und~rstood how they 'woro to act, TIllS 
is tho fi rst time we have witnessed it, The villagers 
hn\to a wild nppenrnnce, rM10r resembling tho Kirreo 
I)cople, but we obsen'od no marks Oil tho fneo, nol' on 
1m)' pnrt of t,he l)cl'son. \Vo did not undorst.and their 
lnng uage, nnd thorofore could not inform ourselvos 
of th o nmno of tho peoplo 01' their villnge; flUSl at 
seycn in the evening again proceeded 011 om' journoy. 

It WI\S ton nt nitl'ht wl~en \\'13 en.mo abl'enst of 1\0 

smnll town, who1'o ~e stopped. Instead of mn.king 
tho canoos fast to tho bank nlld lauding, wo layout 
in the rivel' nt n short distnnce from it, in cnso of nn 
nlnl'm by st,l'ango cunoos. It wus long sinco we hML 
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tasted food, and we had suffered from bunger the 
whole day without bomg able to obtain anything. 
Soon after we had stopped for the night. our guards 
gEnre us each a l)iece of roasted yam, and our poor 
people had the good forhme to get some also, being 
tho first they have had since leaving Damnggoo. 
':t'he roasted yam, wllshcd down with a little water, 
W!\S to us as joyful n meal as if we had been treated 
with the most SlIDl,ptuous fare, nnd we laid ourseh'es 
dO'nl in the canoe to sleep in content. 

The course of the river, according to the best of 
our judgment, has been about south-west. 

ltlid<t!/. l.Yol·emher 7th.-At 'the dawn of day, our 
~'l\,uoemen. were bu~ily employed in making prepara­
tions for doparture. 'Ye had been unable to get 
much sleop. from h,wing nothing to protect us from 
tho cold, nnd the heavy dew. which had ,,-ctted us 
completely through. The morning was cnlm. and 
b('l\utifull,) fine: aml the dear, ~Lrill whistle of the 
l'heerful parrot echoed through the woods, breaking 
tho stillness wbich hacl preyniled arowld, as we took a 
hasty le:lYc of the few villagers who had assembled out 
of curiosity to sec us. and pUl"$ued our course down 
tho stream. Tho banks of tho riYel" ha"e altered 
lleeiuedly within these two dilYS ; its course is not so 
wrpentiuo M it has beeu; the banks a.re so low and 
l'cguitlr, that not eYcn a simpl\} rising con an.rwhere 
he di8tinguishcd to brca.k their uniformity: nod. for 
thl,} first time. we have seen the fibrous mongroyc inter· 
spersed nmong the other tr('es of the forest. Indeed. 
they ore beginning to present 0 degree of samcne~ 
littlo diti'efOllt from thut which prevails on maD:-}lltrts 
of the $('ll·coast. Both banks, howey('r, arc pretty 
tJ}il!kly inhabited. nnd Yilla~s arc sCl\ttered en:'ry 
here and there: for though they urc cmbosoDled in 
trl.'cs, and imisible from the 1'iYer, yet their situation 
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might easily be known from the number of their in­
habitants which l1ppc.arcd on the beach to trade with 
the canoe-meu. Plantains, bananas, nod yams, are 
cultivated by these villagers to an nlmost incredible 
extent. They form, in fact, with the addition of the 
£sh which they may ba.ppeD to catch, tbeir sole sup­
port, and the only articles of export. Many of them, 
though poor and wretched, are mild, and even timo­
ro~ in t.heir manners, and are said to be honest and 
upright in their dealings; but others again are bold, 
cruel, and rapacious, and urc dreaded and shunned 
not only by their neighbours, but also by those whom 
business may lead this way, unless they go in large, 
strong, and well-armed parties. Ours was certainly 
one of tbis description; yet men were constantly 
appointed to keep a watchful eye on the bank, when 
we were compelled to pass it close, by keeping the 
channel, in order to guard agaiDHt surprise by an 
ambuscade. For this purpose, two or three roen 
stood up in the canoe for several hours at a. fi.me, 
"it.h a musket and cutlass in each hand, to intimidate 
the nati\'es, by convincing them that we were fully 
prepared for an attack.. The singular method of 
trading we had witnessed yesterday, or some.!J1ing 
similar to it, was fonnedy in use, we believe, between 
natives and Europeans on various parts of the sea~ 
coast; and, if we are not mistaken, the same custom 
is observed to this day, not only in Africa, but in 
many other parts of the globe likewise. 

Among the Damuggoo slaves is a middle-aged. 
short, fat woman, haying a broad. mournful kind of 
c.ountenance; in fact, there were two of them, so 
yery much alike in all respects, that they might be 
taken for $isters. As she sat with the goats, whose 
society, by ~tbe.by, was extremely disagreeable to her, 
inasmuch as they committed various misdemeano~urs, 
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to h~r great annoyance, she fetched one of the deepest 
and moat {lismn.l sighs thn.t I eYer heard. This at­
tracted my attention, for she was seated so near me, 
that from the motion of the canoe, I was not uof)"C'­
quontly jostled ngainst her naked persoD. which was 
by 110 menDS agreeable, for she was 11. ditty woman. 
She hn.d bC'en slowly masticating. with apparent dis­
roli:;.h, part. of n boiled yam. which appeared to be 
coM and dry. aud which was now laid aside. She 
was in deep' meditation i tenr-drops were in her eyes. 
rendy to fall as she gnze(l earnestly at a spot of land 
on the cnstern bank, which was fast receding from 
her yicw. Her closed lips slightly upturned. and 
quiyorillg with emotion, the usual prelucle to more 
yiolcnt grief. ga\-e nn expression of sadness and silent 
sorrow to her countennnce. which language Cnn but 
ill exprcss_ Nothing could bc more touching than 
this tranquil fnce of woe. LOUd. bursts of lamenta­
tiOll, and other yehement expl'('s.'~ions of passion. 
would not be half so eloquent. I im'lgined that the 
poor crentme was bewt\iling her hard fate in the ill 
us.ago which she had receind from her guardians. 
out:' or whom had not long before applied a paddle to 
1\('1' head and shoulders; or she migbt, I thought. be' 
in wnut of wuter. which was be\'olld her reach; but 
to !?ontisfv my doubts. I ndtlrcs!'~d her, and demauded 
Ih(> I.'n\l~~ or'her cmotion. On tlus she turned ronnel 
It,,'r heno, find bestowing :\ yiolcnt tlnullp on the nose. 
('of a ~ol\t which had wsco\,ercll her broken yam, and 
was llibhling it fast awny. she replied. pointing willI 
her nnger to the spot on which she had been SQ 

anxil)us\y gazing. -" Th"I-e I leas born." The 
('honl was touched; she hnd striYen to repress her 
fl'cling:- before. but ~hc coulll nQ longer COnnuBlld 
thcm : she be('anlc morc "gitnted. and wort bitterly 
fl:'. ~h(' f;\ltN'cd out ... 1'11<11 is m!1 coulltrj.l!" I "~as 

Y(lL_ n. 
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wftencd tlljJl IDClvcd at the wClman's di"trc88, and 
should doul)tlcl!8 ha.ve felt still stronger compas8ion, 
jf Illad not observed her, in the: midst of bor teaTH, 
inflicting tho most rjgoroUl~ chcl.!;tiAcmcnt on her 
brute companirJnS, in the mOHt unmerciful manner. 
The kich; and goats had, in their plD.yCuJacHH, becn 
gambolling' nbr)ut her fc(.-t and 10&'8, and bCJq"lattering 
them with a little dirty water from the bottom of the 
canoe; and I thought to myself, that jf a female 
could beha.ve with cnwlty to a companion, being 
herself in diatrclIfS, that litLle flity or gcntk-ncAA er}uJd 
dwell in bt:r lJo:som. lIowevcr, IJc this as it may, 
,,11C was greatly afflicted. She might have recalled 
to her mind, 08 she was l)orne T.I38t tbe I,kce where 
she hod T(;(:civcd her l)eing, and where hur childhood 
hod been apent, the pastimes and amUSCIDentB of that 
innocent anc1 happy period of life:; nnd this rc...ffe:ction 
hrinf,t1Dg along with jt a train of plca&ing llssociationl:l, 
bad produ(:ed h(>r bmef, which waH no douht inercaHed 
hy comparing the frcr:dom whir:h I:!hc once enjoyed. 
with her f,rewnt miflcrable c()ndithm of IJondngo. It 
mny appeal" strange that 1 alloulrl dWC11l P,(j I()og on 
thia 8ul)jcct, far it aooma quito natural that (~vcry ODO, 
oven the mOflt thuugbllcHh barlJanno, wou1d focI nt 
least BOm(: Hlight <-'motion on heing exiled from his 
JUltivc count .. y, nnd cnAlavtd. But so far is this 
fr(JID being tho caBe, that AfricanB, gc.-ncrally spcak­
ing, I)ctray the m/)/:lt perfeH jndiffcrcnce Oil losing 
t1wir libe:rty, nnd being duprivod of thcir rdativel:l ; 
while lovc or country il:l- Been-.ingly 1l.'S f,,,,cat a. Htrangor 
to their 1,reastlJ, ns social tcnderncas aOfI dOrJ1C:Hti(} 
affection. \\TC have secn many tlwuHandA (l /:I}ll-ves, 
s()m(~ of them -morro intelligr·nt than ()thcrs jlJut the 
pOClr little fat woman Wh(lOl Thaw) mentioncd,-tho 
(l.fIsociatc of heMts, and walJf)wing ill filth, who/:lc 
I.!QuntcmanlJc would seem to indicate only list1c8&nOSS, 
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stupidity, IUld perhaps idiotism, without the sma.llest 
symptom of intelligenco,-sbe alone has shown any­
thing like regret on gazing at her native land for 
tho lnst time. "There I was born, I, said she; (lS 

she was passing by it, weeping,-" That is my 
country! " 

At eleven o'clock at night wo arrived at a spot 
which had been chosen as a place of rendezvous for 
the wholo party, and here 'we slept in our canoes. 
The ril'er has 11lll to-day rather to the southward of 
west. varying but slightly from yesterday's e~w'Se. 

Mon.day, 1YoL·ernher 8th.- Long before sunrise, 
though it was excessiyely dark, the cauoes were rut 
in motion; for E\.S the" Eboc " country is said to be 
at no great distance. the Rboe people with us wcre 
desirolls of nrrh;ng there as early in the day as 
possible. It proycd to be n dull hazy morniug. but 
at seyen o'clock, A.:\I .• the fog had become so dense, 
tbat no object. how"eyer large. couU be distinguished. 
at n grouter distance than a. few yards. Tws created 
considerable confusion j Ilnd the mell fearing, as they 
Cl.}lrcssed it. to lose themselves, tied one canoe to 
another, thus forming double canoes, and all pro­
ceeding together in close company. IIowcycr, we 
had gone but a littlo way nftor this arrangement, 
when tho meu funcied that they had departed from 
the proper track, and thereforo they dcte1"lllined to 
l'uli nshorc, and wait thero till the mist should l)e 
dispelled: yet they toiled n full how' before their 
obj~ct wns effected. " ... c wished to be more pard. 
cul'\1' in our observations of thh; interesting part of 
our jOunll')": but were con~traiocd to forego this 
gmtitlcation. on account of tho sliperstitious pre­
iudices of tllC nntiYes. who wcre so iufatuah~{l as to 
'imi\giue. that WI.'" had not only ocea.sioned the fog. 
hut tImt, if we did not sit or lie down in the canoe 

s 2 
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(for we had been standing), it would inevitablyeaure 
the destruction. of the whole party j-and the reason 
which they assigned was, "t.hat tIle riYer had neyer 
beheld a white man before," nnd, therefore, they 
dreaded the consequences of our rashness and pre­
sumption in regarding its waters so attentively. 
This and similar nonsense was delivered with such 
determination and earnestness, that we reluctantly 
lay down and allowed ourselves to be co.ered with 
mats, in order to quiet their apprehensions; for we 
did Dot forget that we were prisoners, and that a 
perseverance in standing up would haye exposed us 
to the mortification of being put dowu by force. 

'Ve hung on by the shore till the fog had dispersed, 
when we wore again allowed to see the river. 'Ve 
now found ourselves on all immense body of water, 
like a lake, baying gone a little out of the road, and 
at the mouth of a very considcmble river, :flowing to 
the westward, it being an imporL-lOt branch of the 
Kiger; another branch also raD from heJlce to tho 
south-cast, while our course was in a south-westerly 
direction on the main body; the whole forming, in 
fad, Vwee rivers of considernble magnitude. The 
banks wcre all low and swampy, and completely 
eovcred with palm-trees. 

An hour or two after this, or about mid-day, one 
of the Eboe men in our canoe exclaimed "There is 
my country!" pointing to n clump of very high trees, 
which wos yet at some distance before us; and after 
passing a low fertile island, we quichly come to it. 
lIon~ we observed a. few fishing-canoes, but their 
o'mc1's appearcd suspicious and fearful, nnd would 
not COOle near us, though their national flag. which 
is n. British Union, sewed on n large piece of plain 
white cotton, with scollops of blue, was streawing 
from n long stafr in the bow. The town was yet, wo 
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were told, n. good way down the rh'er. In a short 
time, however, we came to an extcnsiyc morass, 
intersected by little channels in every direction, nIHI 
by ono of these we got into clear water, and in front 
of the Eboe town. IIere we found humlreds of 
canoes, somc of them cven lo.rger than any we had 
previously met with, They are fW'uished with sheds 
and a.wnings. and afford commodious habitations for 
1\ vast number of people, who constantly rcside in 
thorn; llOrhaps ono of these canoes, which is made 
of a single trunk, contains as many as seyenty 
individuals. 

The littlo we could sec of tho houses with which 
the shoro is intorspersed. gavo us a vcry fayouro.ble 
impression of tho judgment and cleanliness of the 
inhabitants of the tOWll. They arc neatly built of 
yellow clay, plMtered over, and thatched with palm 
lcaycs; y,wds, sprucely fenced, arc annexed to each 
of thorn, in which phmtnins, bananas, nnd cocoa·trees 
grow, exhibiting a pleasing sight, and afiording a 
delightful shade. 'When we came alongside the large 
canoes already spoken of, two or three huge brawny 
folio,ys, in broken English, asked how we did. in no 
tono which Stentor might hayc em-led; and the 
~hllking of hands with our powerful friends was really 
tl pU\lislnuon.t, on account of the violent squeezes which 
we were compelled to suffor. The chief of these men 
calls himsdf Gun. though Blullderbu$s, or Tlamder. 
would haye lloeu as appropriate a. Damc; and witbout 
solicitt\tion, he informed us that though he was not ;). 
great IUt\l\, yet he was U {\, little military king;" that 
his brother's name wns King Boy, and his father's 
King PunillY. who with" King Jackel," gow-rucd nil 
the Bro~~' ('ountr,. But what ,ras infinitely more 
interesting to us than this ridiculous list of kings, 'V8S 

the information he gay\) us, tha.t. besides ~ Spanish 
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/
'Sclwoncr, nn English ycssel, caHau the H'1'llOmas of 
Liverpool," wos also lying in the fin! EmilI ri1)eT, 
which Mr. Gun said ;\'as frc(lllcntcd by Liverpool 
traders for r)nll.ll~oiL 

Full of joy at this intelligence, we pusscd on to a 
little artificial creek, so DalTOW that our cnnOC8 could 
scarccl,V be pulled along, and here we wero desired to 
wait till the king's pleasure respecting us should be 
known. On tLe return of Lbo messenger, wo were 
drawn, in tho canoo, over ooze and mud t.o n eOD· 

sirlcrnhle distnJlcc, when we got out and walked to n. 
jwusc, similnr to those which wo havo nlrc(l(ly lll(lll­

{jolled as hll\'ing seen from the river. There lI'as n 
litlle verandah supported hJ woodell colwuu8 ill front, 
and on the floor, mnts hod been placed for our occom­
modntion. Indeed its wholo o.IJIJeal'uDce wns BO denn 
and comfortablc, and it likewise IUl.d Buch an o.})PClll'­
!lnce of ncntncIl8 and I$iwplicity nlJout it, differing 
entirely froto nnything of the kind which we had 
seen for a long time, that wo were (Juite IJlcaaed with 
our new abode: and if the COUllWTlll.OCO of our hoat 
had Loco at all in UDil!OD with tho agreeaiJJ(·neas of 
his dwelliug, we imagined that we (!ould lin' at case 
jn it for n. few days at least. But it was not so. 
'l'bo hnrshness of this man's manners COrl'c!!pondcd 
with IJia sulky. ill-natured fnce, umi dt'J/rivod us qf n 
good deal of pleasuro which we should ho.ve onjoyed 
in reposing at full length on dry, I>oft mats, after 
bo.vh.lg beeD cramped up fol' three days jn a small 
ealloe, with Iillll'eS nod gOGUI, and f:';q>Osed to the dews 
hy night, and thr! SUD by day. 

An hour or two of reat invigorntNI and refreshed 
us c:ttrerooly; and we thOll receive/) n message frOID 
the king, that he was jlJ waiting to see and com'ol"Re 
with us. IIo.ving little to adjust in rcgord to our 
dress, wo rose up and foUowed the waD immediately. 
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Passing near tho outskirts of tho tOW'll, the man cou~ 
ductcd us, by paths little frequented, to the outward 
yard of the palace, before the door of which was 
placed the statue of a woman in 0. sittiug posture, 
and made of clay, yery rude, of course, a.nd vcry ugly. 
Having crossed the yard, in which we saw nothing 
remarkable, we entered by a. wooden. door into. 
another, which wa.s far superior. This formed n.n 
oblong square j it was cleanly swept. and had a very 
sVruco appeannce, and ea.ch of its sides was furnished 
with an excellent portico. Near the doorway we 
saw, with surprise, a large heavy cannon lying on 
tho ground. From this enclosure we were led into 
ri. third, which, like the former, had its porticoes, and 
ill oue of thom a number of women were employed 
in manufacturing 0. kind of cloth of cotton and dried 
grass, which they wove together. Opposite the 
entrance, is a low day pbtform, about three feet 
from the ground, wbich was o"'erlaid with mats of 
Yilrious colours, a large piece of coa.rse red cloth 
coyc'ring tho wbole, and at eacb of it.s corners we 
observeu a little squat figure, also of clay; but. 
whether these wore intended to represent males or 
femnles, it is impossible to conjecture. Here we 'Wore 
desired to place ourseh-es, a.mong a. crowd of half­
dressed, armed men, who were huddled together on 
tho loft of the p!t,tforru, some sitting, and others 
st(mding, and u.waiting the coming of the prince. 
Our friend Guu was with them. and he inllncdiately 
claimed priority of acquaintance with us. lle chatted 
with Ilmazing V"oluhility. and in less thllll two minutes 
he was on the most f:l.llliliar footing. sla.pping us with 
no small force just a.bovo the knee, to give weight to 
his obserYations, and to rivet our attention to his 
remarks. 'l'ben. while we spoke, he 'Would rest his 
llC'&VY ann.s ou ow' s.houlders, :lnd bugh aloud at 
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(\\,cwy wOl'd we said, look ,'cry knowingly, and occa­
sionally npply the pnlm of his hand to Qur backs with 
tho most feelin,fJ energy, as fl, token of his encoumge­
ment and approbation. 'Y c wished him to nnswcl' 
questions which concerned us nenriy. but the only 
satisfaction which we received was contained in the 
expression) "0 yes, to be sure!" and this was re-­
peated so often, with nn emphasis so peculiar, nod' 
wi~h ft, grin so irresistibly ludicrous, that, in spite 
of QU\' disappointment, we worc vastly eutertnined 
'with him, 

In this mnnncr was the time beguiled, till wo llcard 
:\ door suddenly opened on our right, alld tho dreaded 
Qbie, King of the Eboa couutry, stood before us! 
And yet thOl'C W(\S notlliug so vcry dreadful in his 
appcnrancc after nil, for he is a sprightly young man, 
with a mild open eOliutomlUce, and au eye which 
iudici\t()~ quickness. intelligence, and good.nntnre, 
mt hC'l' than the {~I'ocity which we bad been to1cl ho 
POSS('SSCS in (\1\ clLineut deg-l'ee. He received us 
with It emile of welcome, and shook hnnds with 
infinite cOl'dinlity. eften complimenting' us with the 
word" Yes!" to ,: .. hich his knowledge of English is 
confined, 011(1 which no doubt ho had been tutored to 
pronounce for the occnsion. Several attcudnllts fol· 
lowed their sovereign, most of whom wcro nnanncd, 
und I\lmost nnkcd, nod three little boys wore likewise 
in nttondnuce, whose offica it wns to fau him. when 
dcsil'od. 

Tbo dress of tho kiug of the Eboe country some· 
'",hnt resolUbles thnt whioh is worn, on state occa· 
sions, by thG monnrch of Ynl'l'ibn, Its nppCnl'tlDCC 
was nltogethcr brilliant; nnd fl"Olll tho ynst profusion 
of corn} ornnments with which he wns decorated, 
Obio migh~ no~ iunppl'ol)ri'ttcly be st~'lcd lithe Coral 
King i" such nu idctt Ilt aU events ontered ow' minds. 
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aS we contemplated the monarch, sitting on his throne 
of clay. Ilis bead was graced with a ca.p, shaped 
like a sligar-loaf, and covered thickly with strings of 
tJol'n.l and l)iecea of broken looking-gloss, so as to 
hide the materials of which it wns made j his neck, 
or mtbcr throat, was encircled with several strings 
of the llame kiud of bead, which wero fastened so 
tightly, as ill some degree to affect his respiration, 
ond to g ive his throat and checks un inflated appcn.r­
n.nce. In opposit ion to these wore four or fhe others 
hanging round his neck and renching almost to his 
knees. He wore a short Spnnish surtout of red 
oloth, which fitted close to his person. being much 
too small . It was ornamented with gold cpaulettes, 
and the f"ont of it was ovcnlprcad with gold lace. 
but which, liko the cap, was entirely concealed, unless 
all a do~c examination. owing to the vast quantity of 
coral which was fnstenell to it in strings. Thirteen 
or fourtcon bl't\cclets (for wo had the curiosity to 
('ouut them) decorated each wrist, and to giyo them 
full efl'ect. n fow inches of the sleeves of the cont hod 
heen cut off purposely. Tho beads wero fMtened 
to tho wrist with old copper buttons, which formed 
nn odd contrast to them. Tho king's trousers, COO1-

po~d of the snmo mnterial ns bis cont, stuck t\$ 

dost'iy to tho skiu a6 tlmt, and wns similarly em­
broidereu, hut it reachell no further thnn the middlo 
or his leg,.:., the lower part of it being ornamented 
like tho wrists, and with precist'iy the snme 1l1.uubcl' 
of striu,Il;s of heaus; besidC's wbich, n string of little 
h!ll~s bdh encircled cach leg llhow the onkle8. but 
tho t~et wore naked. Thus splcndidly clothed, Ohic, 
~miliug at his OWll magnificence, min of the mlmira­
tion which wn~ paid him by his attclu.1ants. and 
Unttcrcd without llouht by thc pr~sencc of white 
lllC'n, "ho he llnugincd wore struck "'ith amazement 
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at the splendour of his appearance, shook his feet for 
the bells to tinkle, sat down with the utmost self. 
complacency. and looked around him. 

Our stOiY was related to the king in full by the 
.../ Bonny messenger who bad accompanied us from 

Damuggoo, who also dwelt upon the losses which the 
people. of tha.t place and his own had met with at 
Kirree; and if we may be allowed to fofro an opinion, 
it was a fine piece of savage eloquence. The man's 
looks and gestures were natural, anima.ted, and 
forcible, and strictly in keeping "ith the feeling, 
power, and energy with which his expressions were 
poured forth. The inflexions of his voicc, also, were 
tru1y admirable. This singular speech lasted, as 
near as we could guess, two whole hours, and pro­
duced a visible effect upon all present. .As soon as 
it was over, we were invited by Obie to take Bomc 
refreshment j being in tl"Uth extremely hungry at 
the time, we thankfully accepted the offer, and £i.~h 
nnd yams, swimming in oil, were forthwith brought 
us on English plates, the king retiring in tho mean­
while from moth-es of delicacy. 

The oil was the commonest kind used in the lamps 
of warehouses in England, extremely unpalatable, 
and emitted so unsayoury a smell, that we found it 
impossible to partake of it, so great was our disgust: 
Gun ""as of a different opinion, and declaring it to 
be the best Liverpool beef fat that he had seen for a 
long time, he soon made away with it. When Ohie 
returned, a general conversation ensued, and he was 
engaged in talking promiscuously to those around 
him till evening, when the H great palaver," as it js 
called, was formally prorogued till the morrow, and 
presently after the chief bade us good night, and 
retired: ,Ye conceive it somewhat strange, that 
though the paThver was chiefly on our account, not a 
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siegle question was put- to us while it lasteu, nor did 
we understand 0.. single sentence that was uttered. 
Nevertheless we are led to believe, from the flattering 
and gracious manner in which we have been rcceiYed, 
and other corresponding circumstances... tha.t every 
thing is proceeding favourably to our wishes, and 
that the palaver will ha're a. happy termination. But 
nQUS t'crrOlls! 

The path to Obio's house is in a westerly direction 
from the creek where we landed, ilistaut about a 
quarter of a. mile, between two lincs of neat little 
huts. In tho third, or inner yard of his pa.lace, we 
a.lso obseryed ll. large iron tank, which wo were told 
was used by the king as a. bath, The people. with 
WhOUl we had to wnit the nrriyal of the king, pestered 
us with all manuel' of questions beforo he made his 
appearance. In answor to their interrogations, I told 
th~w wo ba.d COOle from 0.. country called yaoorie. 
nnd another called Boossa. where we had been to 
obtuin the books of one of our countrymen who had 
been killed a long time ago by the people of the latter 
pIneo. This answer was quickly followed by a. ques­
tion whother ho went thore in a ship? .,ud I answered. 
" No. in a l'\rge canoe. "-" Where is the canoe?" 
they askcd. .. TIe fl\U it on the rocks." I replied • 
.. and broke it." They did not. however. seem to 
compNh(,lld mc, amI imagined that I wos speaking 
of a ship that was lost at sen. on the other side of the 
land. Tho iiI/Ie mililani killQ of Brass-town told us 
that h(' h:\J. eoruo hero for ~ the purpose of buying 
slll.Y(,s for r\ Spanish ycsscl. 'Yhen Obie eutered he 
was followed by n. mao carrying a. little brass figure 
('If 1\ doity. which, when he had scnted himself. was 
plac('d on- his right hand, 

Th(' poor Dallluggoo people were in tenrs all thc 
tilUe tht~ir chiefwl\s reh\ting tho necouut of the att-ack 
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at Kirree: they had lost every thing they had j not 
only their master's property, but their own also, with 
the exception of the slaves. They had no means of 
obtaining provisions, having nothing with which to 
pW'chase them, so that the poor fellows are in a 
stan'iog condition. Obie made them along speech, 
and seemed to f~l for their destitute condition; he 
gn\'c them ten yaros, a.nd desired them to go to their 
house, prom.ising to hear the remainder of t.heir story 
on the morrow. 

Our hut is so small t.hat we have scarcely room to 
lie down, but little as it is we feel ourselves far better 
off than in our canoe. The mnts were comfortable. 
and we were well iDcLined to enjoy a good rest. 'Ve 
had not retired long before a boy arrived from the 
king, bringing with him fiye yams nnd one small fowl. 
This was (1 poor supply for eight persons, which our 
party amounted to besides ourseh'es, and would 
scarcely keep us from starving. At seven ill the 
evening we made a slight supper off a piece of the 
boiled fowl with part of (l. yam. and laid ourselves 
down to rest. Tired us we were, nnd much as we 
needed sleep, we could get llOIlO. Our sulky old land­

' lord annoyed us beyond measure by introducil!g his 
friends to sec us, aud ull our endeal"ours to make him 
llndCl'Stcmd that we did not like their intrusion and 
wished for rest were fruitless; there was no getting 
rid of them, fot' no sooner was one party gone than 
another supplied their plnce. The first part of the 
night was thus employed. and in the latter part \\'e 
wore kept awake by the most dreadful screaming we 
eyer heard. The noise proceeded from some unfor­
tunate person who secIDed to be suffering the seyorest 
agony in a hut hlU'd by our own, so that the cries were 
distinctly heard. ,Ve couId not learn the occasion of 
them; but these people haying tho nome of being 1U0St 
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barbarolls in their habits, wo concluded that they pro­
ceeded f.'om some unhappy victim who was 1\ prisoner 
of war suffering some horrible dea.th. Our people 
slept in tho house ,,;th us, so that we felt some sort 
of security from their presence. 

Tuesday. l,Voumbe?' 9tll.-'Pwo of our a.ttendants 
who lHl\'c accompanied us from Cape Coast Castle, 
ond who, during their lifetime. haye spent many years 
in Asha.ntce, declnre that the buildings of the people 
here nre nowise diftcrent from those at Coomassie, 
the capital of that kingdol)l, than in their size, wbich 
is much smnller. They certainly resemble the 
houses of the Yarribeans, but they surpass them in 
neatnoss, regularity, and clcalllineS$, and are besides 
milch bettor sccmed from the rain. There is llotasi.ngle 
round hut in tho place. 'l'hc Eboo people. like most 
African!;. are extremely indolent. and cultiyute yams, 
Indian Cal'll, and plulltnins only, They h:1\'o abuu­
dunre of goats and fowl~, but fm\~ sheep arc to be 
:'oeen. nDd no bullocks. 1.'he city. which has no other 
name than the .j Eboo Country," is situated on nn 
open plaiu ; it is immensely lnrge, cont.ains fI, mst 
population. and is the capitnl of a kingdom of the 
l'.'lmC' unUlC'. It has, for 11 serics of years, been 
tho }ll'inciptd slnyc·mnrt for nati,'c tradc"rs from the 
('0..'\5t, betwccu the DOlUlY and (lId Calcba.r ri\'Crs; and 
fllr the production of it>; palm-oil it has obtained 
(,qual cl'l('brity. IIundrt:d:::l of men £l'om the riYers 
mendoJl('(1 uboyc. COUlO up for the purpose of trade. 
unO. numbers of them nrc at present residing in 
can(l('s in front of the town, 1.lost of the oil pur­
rhnscd by Englishmen at tho Bonnyand adjacent 
rh·ers. is brought from he11co. as are nearly all the 
slaycs which aN anll\1all~' cxported from those places 
by the Frcnch. Spaniards, and Portuguese. It has 
b~(,ll told U8 b~' many. that the Eboc people are 
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confirmed anthropophagi; and this opinion is more 
pre,alent an:ong -the tribes bordering on that king­
dom, than mth the natiTes of more re!Ilote districts; 
but whether it be well or ill-founded,. we ha,e 3S yet 
no means of a..~rtaining. Certainly. with the soli­
tary esceprion of their monarch, the Eboes 'bear on 
their countenanc~ strong indications of a brutal, 
unyielding, and ferocious temper, bm so likewise do 
many other people of different countries, who detest 
cannibalL«m, and speak of it· mth horror. 

We -were risited this morning by numbers of the 
inhabitants, ",ho broke through e.ecy restraint to gra* their desire of seeing llS'. This was what we 
naturally e-qtoeeted; yet after all they were much 
berter behayed, and less impatient, than we had 
anyreawn to apprehend. and they departed with 
little importunity, eomidering that they had not been 
in the habit of bending to the will of pri..~ners and 
sls.cs,-for such we are. 

About noon we IT"ere informed that our attendance 
lmS required at the king's hou..<:e. Obie being folly 
prepared, it was said, to resume the hearing of our 
ea.."=e. and esamine the depm:itiQD of the Bonny mes­
.se~ow and the Damuggoo people. On enterisg-the 
principal yard or court, in which we were yesterday 
inrrodw.-ed to the king7 .. e found wo little ugly clay 
figures. b,...- the :::ide Qf their companions, near the 
planonn. and round them umagical ch.aracters/' as a. 
fomme-teller in Europe would call them, were 
chalked on the zrotmd.. We did not remain here 
long to admire this ~ooe oontrirn.nee, but were 
presenti:- ordered to rerum to the middle yard, 
and there wait under the ~;-ern portiCfJ, till Obie 
shQuld make his appearance. A common English 
chair.> rorered with inferior red. cloth, had been pre­
nomly placed. th~ fur"his U-~. 



SECOND rnTERYlEW WITll KlliG ODIE. 271 

It is plain, that the king, for some reason, is yory 
unwilling to introduce us into the interior of his 
dwelling; ns yet we ha,ye seen nothing but his yards. 
The chair alluded to aboye, was placed between two 
\\ ooden pillars whioh support the roof of the Yor­
andah, and a. great number of images are carved on 
thom, yory much after the manner of Yan'iba.. In­
deed the dill'erenoe between the productions of both 
countries, in this branch of the arts, is scarcely, if at 
all, to be pcrcciyed. On the loft of the empty chair 
stood about fifty of the king's a.ttendants, and to the 
right of it, the Bonny. Brass, and Damuggoo people, 
wi.th our own, were assembled. In less than half an 
hour. the mon hllying iu the Olean time been regaled 
with Il. lnrgo quantity of palDFwine, the monarch, 
dressed in cyery respect as yesterday. entered the 
yo.1'd. ilia fat, round cheeks were swelling with 
good humour. reru or assumed. as he shook our bands 
with a sprightly w, when he inst~ utly sat himself 
down in his chair to reeeiYe the prostrations and 
addrosses of his subjects nnd others. 

The business of the dny was entered into with 
spirit. nnd a yiolcnt altercation soon arose between 
the Brass fmu Bonny people, but scarcely nuy part of 
the eonyorsa.tiol\ wn~ interpreted to us. Sufficient, 
hOWOYCI" was explained to put us in a Tery bnd 
humour: for notwithstanding the opinion we had 
entertained of tho bcnoyolenee of the chief, froID his 
pleasing eQuutellau('c joincd to a mild and affable 
dClUcanouL we al"C RS5ured that we shall neyer lcnye 
this country unless fnllsomed at n. high price! X 0 

doubt Obic has bcon induced to adopt this line of. 
conduct. partly by the instigation of his minions, 
nnd partly froUl the cn.gcrnes~ which has been Jis· 
lllilyed by the Bouny and Brass pCOl,lc to take us to 
thou" rcspcctirt) countries: for he imagines that such 
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bitter contentions would not arise among them, itS to " 

' whither we shall go, had it not been for the cx-

I 
pecta-tiol) of receil'ing a handsome recompense from 
our countrymen at those places. 'l'herefol'c he is 
determined on his part to mnke as much of us as 
he can. 

Bonny is now the place of our destination. We 
ba\Tc with us a messenger from the present and a son 
~o the late ruler of that state (King Pepper), and, as 
It has already been related, we had engaged some 
Damuggoo people to accompany and protect us 
thither. \:\'7hilst, on the other hand, we know no­
thing at all of Brass, never having beard the name 
of such a riYel' in our lives before, and equally igno­
rant arc we of the manners of the Da.ti,cs who inhabit 
its banks; though it is evident that thoy have some 
acquaintance with Olu' count.rymen, and some slight 
knowledge of our language. The fOl1ller, who say 
that Obie maintains a friendly intercourse with their 
monarch, arc as nm.::ious as we ourselves that they 
should take us to Bonny, and have rcmonstroted ,nth 
the king rather angrily to this cffect. But t.he la~tilr 
are by far the most numerous and influential party. 
owing roost likely to their very recent arrival from 
Brass, with a fresh stock of Em-openn goods, with 
part of which, it is said, they hElve already bribed 
Obie to gh'e them the prefereuce. 

The discussion was violent and stormy, and tlle 
cOUllcil did not break up till a late hour'i.n the aftcr­
noon. They came to no decision, bnt will meet 
again to-morrow morning. '1.'he Brass people affirm 
that the" Bonny creek," which is a sma.ll branch of 
the Niger, is dried up, and that the wain riYer, which 
runs to Brass, belongs to King Jacket, who will 
permit no foreigners whate.or to pass up or down 
the Niger, without exact.iug the accustomccl fees or 
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duties. They will thereforo ha\'c a Y(~ry plausible 
reason for taking us entirely out of the hand'S of Obie 
and the Damuggoo people. ,Yo returned to our: 
dwelling rather saddened than otherwise at the result 
of this day's proceedings. 

I asked King Obie permi~sion to nllow us to pro­
ceed on our journey, and to send one of his canoes 
to accompany us to Bonny, and was surprised at 
hearing tha.t it was dried up. 'Ye must go down the 
huge l'iwr, he said, to Brass, from whence we might 
get to Bonny. as there is a branch of the riyer which 
communicates with the two places. 'Ve nrc much 
annoyed by our interpreter. This fellow had told 
us that tha branch leading -to Bonny is the principal. 
whel'~as it is evident that it is that leading to Bruss­
town. 'i'his mun, whose name is Antonio, is a native 
of Bonny. and Deyer tells us eXllctly what the king 
says. ~o tht\t we are a good deal in the durk as to what 
i::l going on concerrung ourselves, aua in fact he is 
th~ most useless fellow I eyer knew, 'We were the 
~ubject of conversation two hours to-day between the 
kings; illld could not learn what was said, and we 
went I\w-ay without knowing for certain what wns to 
become of us, 

III the evening Antonio and five other Bouny peo-
l'lc came to our hut with tears in their eyes. 011 
\\Sking them what WI\:') tho mntter, .• The chief," 
t hl')' ::;.aid. .. is detormined to sell you to the Brnss 
people. but ,vc ,,;11 fight for you and die ruther thnll '-' 
~ec yon $old.'· "now lllnDy of you BOW1Y people 
a1'O there?" I nsked. .. Only six." was the reply . 
• f And can JOu 1ight with two hundred Bross people '? " 
L lH\id. .. "r e can kill some of them." they answered . 
.. and your people can assist." 1 then asked Autonio 
the reMon why he did not interpret what was going 
fl't'ward to-doy at the kiug's house? n e said that 

YOLo It. T 
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he was afraid it would have mnde our hearts 60re,­
thn,t it 'was HI). bad palaver." "We huyc all been to 
tl~e chief," he added, If crying to ,him, nod telling 
111m that black mnn cannot sell white mnn; but he 
will not listen to us; he said he would sell you to 
the Brass people." Our poor canoemen, on hearing 
this, began to sob aloud, nnd continued lamenting 
their fate nearly 'uU night. My brother and I felt 

/ ~~~! h~L s~t b~~' :~tu~~~n;J ~:t w:e d~~,~o~:~~cc~~~ 
minds up t-o prepare ourscllres for the worst, for it 
is impossible to foresee the lengths to which these 
slwages will go. We SIlW a Funda man at the chief's 
house, with whom we could have communicated in 
the HanS$<\ lang uage, but for some reason or other 
we were not permitted to speak to him. 

TVed,le$day, .J\Toacnwer IOtlt.-Being taken Yery 
unwell with fCITer this morning, I was unable to 
attend the swnmous to the king's house. nod re­
quested my b,·other to go in my stead. The follow­
ing is his account of ",bat took place ;-

" On Ilrriying there tltis morning, to my infinito 
stu·prise I fo~nd King Boy (Gun's eldest brother), 
with t\ uumber of his attendant.s already assembled. 
He was dressed in (l, style far superior to any of his 
count.·ymcn, and wore a jacket and waistcoat o\'er n. 
neat shirt of striped cotton, to which was annexecl a 
silk l)ocket-bnndkcrehiof, which extended below the 
knees. Trousers, as we have already said, I believe, 
nrc not permitted to be worn, eilhor by natives, or 
strangers of the same hue us themseh·es, the king 
nlone being an exception to this rule. Strings of 
cornl and other bends enoircled his ncck, llnd a pretty 
lit.tle crucifix of seed be:.HIs hung on his bosom. This 
latter ornament, which has probnbly been given him 
by n slu\tc cnptllin, had by 00 meuns un unbecoming 

I 
j 
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appcru-ancc. King Boy introduced himself to me 
wi~h the ai r of a porson who bestows a favour, ratber, 
tban solicitiog acquaintance ; lind indeed his "anit)" 
in otber respects was infinitely amusing. He would 
not suffer nny one to sit between him and the plat­
fonn, but sql\~\.tted himself down nea.rest the king's 
sCOot, which. us !\ mark of honour. bad previously 
been assigned to us j and with a volubility scarcely 
imnginnble, he commenced a. long narrative of hi::; 
g rQntness, power, t\nd dignity, in which he excelled all 
his neighbours; and to tbis I was constrained to listen 
with us-sliUled composW'o and attention, for a. con­
sidomble time. '1'0 conyince me of his veracity. he 
produced n pocket-book, containing a great number 
of recolUDlondatory notes. or • characters.' as n do­
mestic wouh! cali them, written in the English, 
French. Spani~h. nnd POl'tllgucse languages, and 
which hBll bccn giYen him by the ysrious European 
tradors "ho ht\d ",sited the Brass liver. This practice 
of giving written characters, which lIns for SOUle time 
l lC01\ adopted by Em'Opell.lls, is both praisewolthy and 
n::;eful, and it is be como nlmost uniyersal on the 
western coast; beca.use it is not to be supposed ~hnt 
the nutiycs thcmseh-es CllU understand these docu­
ments, and strangers nrc made acquainted with their 
gooU Ot' bad qualities by them, and taught to di~­
criminato the honest from the unfll.ithful and run­
licil)us. Boy's h.,tters mcntioll('d certain dealings which 
their authors have bad with h.im, and they likc"i~e 
bet~r testimony to his o'nl character. nnd the mannt~ 
of hi~ conntt:ymen. .Atuong others is one from a. 
. Jluues Dow,' mastoT of the brig Stua". froDl Liycr. 
pOlll. nnd dated • Bra$~ First Rici r, Sepf. -1830,' 
which I'WlS U~ follows :-' Captniu Dow stab:os, that 
he ueyer mot with a set of grcntl't' scoundrels than 
the ullth'cs. generully, nnd the pilots in particular.' 

T 2 
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These he anathematised as d-- rascals l who had 
endeavoured to steer his ,'essel among the breakers 
at the mouth of the river, thnt they might share the 
plunder of its wreck. King Jacket l who claims the 
sovereign.ty of the river, is declared to be a more 
confirmed knave, if possible, than they, and to have 
cheatecrhim of a good deal of property, The writer 
describes King F'arday as a man rather advanced in 
years, less fraudulent., but more dilatory. Kt'ng Boy, 
,bis son, alone deserved his confidence, for he had 
oot abused it, and possessed more honesty and in~ 
wgl'ity than either of his countrymen, These are 
the rulers of the Brass count.ry, and pretty fellows 
they are, truly. Mr. Dow observes further, that the 
river is extremely unhealthy, nnd that his :first and 
second mates, three coopers, and five seamen, had 
already died of fever, and that he himself had had 
seyeral narrow escn-pes from the same disordcr. He 
concludes by cnutiouing traders against the treachery 
of the nati,'cs generally, and gives them certain clireo­
tioras concerning the • dreadful bar,' at the mouth of 
the river, on which he had nearly perished. Another 
of Boy's papers informs us that the '\"riter's name is 
• Thomns Lake, nnd that he is master of the bl'ig 

V ":homas of Lh'crpool,' which is now lying ill Brass 
rIver, 

" This business had beon no sooner settled than 
Obie entered the yard, attended as usual, out clad 
differently in loose silks. After the customary sruu­
tations, Boy directed the monarch to appeal to me, 
tbnt he might be satisfied in what estimation he was 
held by white men. Of course I said n. variety of 
flue thillgS in his favour , which were received with a 
ver)' good grace indeed; but that a piece of paper, 
simp!)" which could neither hear, speak, nor under­
stAnd, should impol't such information, was a SOlll'OO 
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of astonishment nnd wonder to Ohie n.nd his train, 
who testified their emotion in no other manner than 
by looks of sillyamtlliement, and repeated bursts of 
laughter . 

.. The king then said, with a. serious countenance, 
, that thore was no necessity for further discussion 
respecting thc white men, his mind was nlready made 
up ou the subject;' and. for the first time, he briefly 
eXl>laincd hilUseU" to this effect :-' That circum­
tltanccs haxing thrown us in the way of his subjects, 
by tho laws and usages of thc country he was not 
only entitled to our own persons, but had equal 
right to those of our attondnnts; tha.t he should take 
110 further advnntngo of his good fortune than by 
exchanging us fl)r as much English goods as wonlll 
amount in \";\lue to twenty shwes. In order to have 
tho Ult\ttor fairly arranged nnd settled, he should, of 
his owu accord, prc,,"cut our ICllring the town till 
such timc I\S our countrymen .~t Bms! or Bonny 
should puy for our rn.nsom, haying understood from 
ourselves that tho English at either of those riYer:5 
would afford us whatever assistance we might require 
with cheerfulness and alacrity. Concerning the goods 
of which we hnd been l"Qbbed at liirree, he assured us 
that. hc would us6 his utmost exortions to get them 
restored. lIe lamented that circumstanc"e more than 
uny one. but he denied. that a single subject of his 
had 3nyth.in~ to do with it. and attl'ibutod the whole 
of tlmt unfortunn.te affair to thc rashness Qnd brutnlit, 
of a certain people that inhn.biteti a. CO\Ultry ncarl)­
opposite to his own, whose mODm'eh WU$ his particular 
frieud, therefore he apprehended little difficulty in 
seoiu .... justice done us; but theu, , said he, • it is 
neccs~(\fy that you should wait hm'c for an indefinite 
time till a. council of that nation bo held, when 
tIl", l,lulld('rers will be examined, and jOur clrums 
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established. The Dnmuggoo people that have come 
with you hU\'e, like yourselves, suffered much loss; for 
my own part, I shall make them Il present of a slo..ve or 
two us n compensation, and they ho.\'e my permission 
to go along wit.h you fol' the prescnt, which I under­
stand you have promised theil' monarch j but you must 
not expect them to be your guide to the sea, for their 
responsibility ends bere.' 

" 'Then all this was interpreted to me by Antonio; 
I wu.s thunderstruck. It WRS in vain tbat I assured 
Obie that there was not the slight.est necessity for 
0111' detention in the town; that our countrymen 
would redeem us the moment they should see us, but 
not before; and equally uua\'niling were my solici­
tat.iolls for him to nIter this arrangement and sufter 
us to depart; but the feat'S of his subjects, o.nci 
the I·e})resento.tions of the men of Bross, had made 
too deep nn impression on his mind to be so ensily 
erndicnted: we found it too late either to implore or 
remonstrate. . 

" This final decision of the king is a bitter stroke 
to us; for we fondly indulged tho hope of n more 
filYournble result from the deliberations of the savage 
council, at whose dissolution we expected to be sent 
tb the sell-coast, without being perplexed with further 
embarrnssmcnts. '~Te hnd no'" to await the return 
of a messenger from thence, who bas not yet been 
sent on his errand, nnd he is to bring back with him 
the value of t\,enty slaves ere we obtain our freedom. 
Heaven only knows wbethel' the masters of English 
vessels at Bonny or Brfiss hal'e the ability or will to 
feel a disposition to ransom liS. 'Ve only know that if 
disposed of at aU, we shall be sold for infinitely more 
than wo a1'C worth. 

"As may nntUl'ill\y be supposed, I returned home 
tl'\uch depressed nnd nJflicted, to infol'm my brothel' of 
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the result of the palave.r, and he was as greatly sur­
prised and affected as myself at the intelligence. But 
though we are full of trouble a.nd uneasiness at OUI 
gloomy situation, yet "-e do not repine at the divine 
Jispensations of that Almight.y Providence, ",""hieh has 
comforted us in the hour of a.dveraity, and relieved us 
in times of pain and distress,-which has rescued us 
from the lap of danger, and snatched us from the jaws 
of death." 

Tlnu'aday, lYQllemJ;er 11 t". - This morning my 
brother felt himself extremely unwell, but I am rather 
baUer. In truth, we wonder much that OUI health, 
genemIly spealdng, has been so good, when we reflect 
fol' a moment on the hardships and privations wbich 
we have latoly und~rgone, the perplexities in which 
wo hu.\·c \1ceu entangled, find the difficulties with 
which we havo had to contend. After all of them, 
howcycl', by the blessing and mercy of our God, 
iustead of son"ow and suffering. we luwe enjoyed a 
lightness I\nu even levity of spirits, which caused 
them to make but a feeble and transient impres­
sion \tpOll our minds: but Nature, though she ma.ke 
extraordinal'yeft'orts for a time, will at last be cl'ushed 
by repeated disappointments, cares, and Yc:xations, 
unless she be suppol'ted by t.he vigour of health, nnd 
encouraged by the excitemont of powerful feelings; 
whilst lIope, that most llgreeable but delush'e phan­
tom. is oftener sought than found. and will frequently 
ytllusb from tho desponding bosom. when her inftuence 
is most required. h'aying it for a senson a. prey to 
fenr and suspidou, nnd the whole dark and sorrowful 
train of tho dcrrcssing passions. Under their baneful 
iuHuC'ncC' we are at pr~scnt, in some degree, labouring; 
tUul we occasionaUy fall into such a state of apathy 
and quiotism, iu regard to onr present situation and 
future lll'OSpccts, IlS to be pcrf~ctly indifferent about 
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tJlOm; find I "Ol'ily boHoYl' 1l1Ot if i\. flinglo !ltrngglc­
cO\lhl rostoro 118 10 froodom nmI hnppino:ls, wo I1honll1 
~onrooh 111'1"0 Sllffioionl nnimntiol\ to mflko Illnt olTol't. 
I hln~l; 10 atly. Ihnt on thoso oCl'l\sioU;;I, noithor tho 
l'oflootion of }J!1I1t c101,,,ol'nnOt~s, l\I.ll' tIl() oonl:loiolls.noss 
Ihnl wo 1'11'0 Illill lIndtll' tho pl'oluclitm of tho ~EUllL' 
llonofiollut nlHl inllulgl1nt Being thnt hIlS 0\'01' bren 
Oll)' l'OI\lg0 find gunl'llinn, Mn 1'\.8101'0 ontbool), our 
(JOnAdonco in Itiiil mONio!!, 01' tOfl(lh \1S to bo rcsignod 
to llili dh"ino will. 

lhwiug tho fllW clnJ~ thnt wo 111l\'O sIll'n! in ihis 
pIneo. wo hlwo lloon sadl) P01'l)\OXOIl for wnnt of pro­
"!!:lions: nnd OIH' POOIlh\ who for tho nl'sl. (lIW hom 
thi~ Vrivlltion in silon(lo. bl1\'o sinufl thon bOl'l\ lOUd 
in thoit' (!ou'plnint)'!. frho (lonstl'lllt ron)' whil,h tho), 
ontol'lniu of hning tnkon f1Wll,Y f\lul sold. hns HOW. 

howoyol', ohl\n~'od th\8 l\"ol~' 1'O\,lling of dis('o.utl~l\t. 
intI) suHonnosii IHld dI.1spomlollo)'. Wllnt mnkt'll tho 
mnttt'l' still Wll\'SO, is Ih() fnvt thnt. hnyiu~r lll~t our 
ll{\()lll,'1l nnd {J~I'\I'ks at Kh'I'OO, "-0 lu\'\'o not't]lI.'I monllS 
of pmoht\sing' nnythiug. althO\lgh tho OOWI'," shl'l1 
is 110t O\1l'1'1,ml hol'o. 1\W01'1j' ll'l in mOllt pIne{'>)'!. 1 
1)0Ihwo, (l('m!lhlvl'Olllluo of tlw gl't"fltcst of oYihl. hut it is 
U\\WO Vf\l'ti{)nlfl\'l~' IlO ho)'o. ,\hOl'l\ it ill tfmhnuonnt to fI 

Oln'!lO (n.' nt lll{\t\t it '8 ,"ookonol1 flO in Wl.); nlUi who\'o 
tho yh'IUOS of hl\utwolOlwfl n\\(1 humnllity, if tY\Ol'Cised 
I'It nn. l'lre no\O\' di:1plnJot1 OXo6pt on' {'>xtl'l'Io1'(linIU'Y 
oO(lMions. Ohit, hM 1'001\ in tho hl1h\t of Sf\l\I1ing \IS 
fi fowl. 0\' fl ;'l'mn 0\' two, {\Y01~r morning; b\\t, tHI wo 
fWO ton \n mnnhol'. it mnkos 11\\t 1\ ~lllUl()l' mNll. and it 
IS bi\l'{\ly S\\ft1lliout t{l ko(\\, lIS from notunl stl'll'\'l\tion. 
To stllp. it' l)l)g,~b)o. tho SUllQll l\\m'1\\ul'ings of OUl' 

l'eop'o. wo hnw bO{ll\ l'NhlON1 to tho I-,aiul'u1 nfl('lOssity 
(If hflg~il\g; l)\\t \\'0 might t\S woll h""o n(\,h'Osso<\ 
our poHti(lllS tIl tho sh'l\(':; {I!' h'Oos,-wE> might hl'l\,o 
~ptw{'\l o\\\'S(lh"s tho mO_l'tifiOl'lt-ioll of a 1'Of\\9I'11. W \\ 
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never experienced 8 more stinging sellse of our own 
humbleness and imbQPility than on such occasions, 
BUt.l ncyer had we grenter need of l)(l.tienco llnd low­
liness of Bllirit. In most African towns and ,·illnges 
wo have been regardcd as demigods, and treated in 
l"ou~equcnce with universal kindness, ci,;lity, and 
"c-llemtion; but here, nlt)s! what a contrnst,.-we are 
classed with tho most degraded and despicnble of 
mankind, and i\l'e become slo.\Tc~ in n land of ignorance 
and burbal'ism. whose sn.age nati,'cs have trented us 
with brutality and contempt. It would be hard to 
guess whence these unkindly feelings towards us hn"6 
ol'iginntcd: we feel tbl\t we hose not deson-ed them, yet 
the consciousness of oW' o,nl insignificance sadly mili­
tategngniust overy idea of self-love nlldself-iwportaucc. 
Imd teaches U8 no plain and useful moral lesson! 
1'hougb wo muke the most ebllrito.ble allowances for 
the EbU<.' people. 'YO are, notwithstanding. obliged to 
consider them the Ulost inhospit.able tribe, as well as 
thu Ull,)st ('ovetous aud uucivil, that we aro acquainted 
with . Thair monarch, anll i\ respecta.blo married 
female. who bas pas1500 the meridion of her days, ",re the 
onl)T illdiyiduo.ls. umongst s('yernl thousands, that ho.vo 
sho,,-u us anything like civility or kindness, and the 
latter alono has oct~d. wo ure cominccd, solely from 
JisilltC'restcd motives. ~ 

All rnnks of people het'\'! aro passiona.tely fond of 
r~\JlU~winC. and drink of it to excess whenever they 
htwc t\l\ opportunity. \\-hich often occurs. ns great 
llutllltitic~ of it nre produced in th(.· to"'"11 lllld its 
neighbourhood. I t is a YOl',)" genoml and fllvourite 
('UMOlU with thom. n~ soon :\S the still goc!'l dowu. to 
hold Jarge meetings aud form IH\.rties in the open a.ir 
or utHler the bmuche:. of trees, to talk on.~r the events. 
of the day, and make merry with this excitIng beY<'~ 
I"nge. These assemblies ~c kept up till niter mid 
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night; and as tIre revellel's generally contri\fc to get 
inebriated very soon after they sit do,\"u to drink, the 
greater part of the evening is devoted to wrangling 
and fighting, instead of COli vi via I intercourse, find 
occasionally the most fcmful noises that it is possible 
for the mind to conceive. Bloodshed and c,'cn mm· 
der, it is said, not unfrequently terminate these 
boisterous and savage entertainments. A meeting 
of this description is beld outside the yard of our 
residence every evening, a.nd the noise which they 
make is reaDy terrifying. morc especially when the 
women nnd young people join in the affray: for a 
quarrel of some sort is sure to ensue. 1.'hcil' 'cries, 
groans, and shrieks of agony, are dreadful, ond would 
lead a strangcr to suppose thn.t these dismal and 
piercing sounds proceeded from individuals about to 
be butchered, or that they were extorted by the lnst. 
pangs of anguish and suffering. We trembled 'wi th 
a lal'Ol for the nl'st night or two, imagining, from these 
loud and doleful crics, that a work of bloodshed and 
slullghter was in progress: nnd we found it useless 
to endctt\Tour to sleep, till the impression of the nrst 
'wild cry that was uttered, and the last faint scream, 
lind worn away. But now we are in some Il!(,flsure 
more reconciled to tllCru from the frequency of their 
OCCUlTcnce, or rathcr \l"e feel less apprehension than 
we d1d, as to their origju,-understanding with sur­
prise that they are only the effects of a simple 
quarrel, and exci~e fr9m the 'inhabitants no more 
than a· cU5unlremnrk ; though they say thnt, in fits 
of uugovel'llnblo 1)055ioo, the mo!>t heinous crimes nrc 
conslwlmated in these frantic re"els. 

Our mn.tronl), female acquaintance, though exces­
sively fat, is of diminutive stature, nnd by her cbeer­
ful pleasantry she bas beguiled in some degree the 
wearisomeness of the long evening hours,.Qud banished 
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that enrmi, which the disagrecableness of our situation 
bas pnl'tinUy induccd, siruply by her endeavours to do 
so. For not content with paying us formal visits in 
the day.time, she comcs into our yard every night, 
instead of joining the orgies of her acquaintance, 
tl('com})tlniccl by two or three friends of congenial 
natures, with tho yery henc\To}ent intention of pitying 
our misfortunes, and dissipating our melancholy. 
Two or three slaves follow th~ir mistress into the 
ynrd. cllrrying n few bottles of tllcir favourite" palm­
wine," and porbaps ,,-ith a plnte of banoons also; that 
thc e\'oniug may be passed the more agreeably. 

Our ~ lecping.q\1artors Ilre ill a rcccss, which is 
elcyated three or four feet from tllO ground, nod sup. 
ported by WOOUI.)I1 t~olwnns. It is \\;thout a door, or 
indoed anything answering the same purpose, so that 
we onjoy the refreshing coolness of the evening a.i r, 
with the disad\',ultugc of being gazed at by whoe\·er 
has. the curiosity to cnter our prem' ses. "T e gene. 
mily lio ch)\\'n shortly after sUlIset, and presently our 
fat. joUy, litOo friend, duck·like. waddles into our 
yard with her companions and sln\'es, to offer us the 
evcning snlutntion. and onter into tho usual familiar 
discourse. Th.is is commonly preceded by a l::trge 
potation of palm-wine, which is relished with a loud 
and peculiar s.mack, cxprcssh-c of the pleasure and 
satigftlction atforded by so copious 1\ draught, and 
betokening- ~ho much internal warmth Ilnd comfort. 
The officioU8 slavcs having spread mnts for the pur. 
POSl! directly in f,'ont of our recess, our lady-visitor 
nnd her aSSOclt\tcs, together with our ill-oat-ured host, 
who 1ms by this tiw(' joineu the party, slunt them. 
selves down in n circll.), nnd uUller the inspimtioo of 
the f\"rIDclltcd juice, maiutain t\ pretty animated 
c01\\"('r8:.\tiou till it is all c:\l,cnded. and sleep" weighs 
tht'lr cyclids down, " For ollrsclycs, we have. little 
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jf G.TlylJl ing to sny, because we arc pretty ncndy as 
~gnorallt o~ thei,' JlUlgungo, as they arc of ours; nnd 
lIItcrpreto..tJOo HI unfayo uJ'nblc to the contagion of 
",oci~ l (clieiLy. Yet it is high ly dh'crLing to wntcb 
the mfiucllCe of the palm-wine on their looks, Inn­
guagc, and idens. 'rho flushed count.eno.nco is im'iai­
blc ill 0. hlack lady; but then aho has the liquid nnd 
uosettled eye, tho proneness to tnlk witlJ irl'csiatible 
gnfl'wity. tho gentle !:limper, or the bursti ng laugh, 
I ~t a.ny trifl l3, or ut nothing fl.t nil j and to wind up tbo 
Ji st of symptoms, abc ht\l~ that complacent ideo. of her 
own good pointR, nnd superior quo.lifications, which 
elicit her own o.pprobation without exciting tho 
ILpplnuacs of her tlS!lOCiaLcB, amI which distinguish the 
inexporieneed malo rovolJer in overy part of the 
globe, All theso wore observablo in our talkative 
liLtJe frhllld, as well us in her companions, It is "'o. 
I'olief also to eontcIDI)lnte, from our resting-pIneo, the 
peaeo and harmony of the littlo party b~fol'e us, so 
until'oly diilcl'cut from Lbe boistorous ono without, 
hccause it gives us I~ comfortable sonso of our own 
tKlew'ity, which we should not certninly htwo enter­
tained had wo been l~t to our own reflections i and 
when after n good deoJ of turning and restlc8on~sl:l we 
at length fall into a. disagreeable and unrcfrel:lhing 
doze, und aro u.Ltncked by tha.t hideoult phantom, 
uightmare, which is OftOIl tho case,-starting up in u. 
fl'igLt f!'Om the ussasaiu's knife, which woeau scarcely 
I)(H'SUIl(lc oUl'sch'os to be unrco.l,-it is pleasant to fix 
our 0Y08 upon our comicnl little ,-isitor, with hoI' 
l'ound shinillg fneo, ond hor jolly companions: oil 
nppl'ohcllsion of mhlChiof immedintdy \'oniHhcs, nnd Q, 

tntly l>icosillg efrect is pl·oduced upon our minds and 
"'l)i»jtH, 'l'hG brooking up of tho pnrty outside is IL 

signol fol' our fl'iondB also to dopart, whell, rising 
fl'om her runt, tho rui!!trcss, after shaking hands, 
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wishes us good night, in a thick, tremulous tone, 
and waddling out of ow' yard. in a direction wbieh 
Hogarth denominates .. the line of beauty," she 
returns home to her husband, who is a vnletudinnrinn. 
Thus OUt e\'enings are passed. and thus mueh of our 
solitary Eboc friend. 
~.In addition to tho vnlne of twenty slaves w~ch the, 

Kmg of Eboa demands for us, we hear thn-t King Boy 
requiJ'es tho vulue of fifteen casks of palm-oil, which 
is the smno as fifteen slaves, for himself, and as pay­
ment for the trouble he and his people "ill hn\'e in 
conducting us to tho English vessel. He says that 
he must take three canoes find one hundred and fifty 
people, a.nd therefore that it is impossible he can do 
it for less. The chiof bas said that if I do not con­
sent to give King Boy a book for ull this money, be ./ 
shall send us into the interior of tbe country to be 
sold, and that we shall never seo the soa as·ain. I see 
cleRrly that we have no rutcrnativ\. and I think it 
best to agree to gin) hiro the bill, not intending, how­
eY(~r, on our nrrh'nl at the sea, to giYe hiro more tban 
t wenty common trnde gUllS, to pay this chief and 
all other expenses. King Boy was to gh-c Obie fixe 
pi('cos of cloth nnd one gun, as part payment j the 
remainder is to be paid all his return from haying 
delivered u!:! up to the brig. Our people are all in 
high spirit~ at the prospect of leo.\;ng this plnce and 
obtaiuiug th""ir frecdolu. for the,)" hnYe so much faith 
in the charnctl'r of the English, that they do not 
doubt that tho cuptain of the brig will redeem us. 

'1'ho Eboo people huyc n sayuge appearance. Tbe 
custom of marking their templo~ with indigo. in the 
:shape of au unow. is genom} among them, both with 
the maks and fCIUt\lc$. The women are gcnerali.y 
pretty. nnd wcnr the Samc sort of i'-ory rings round 
thdr legs 1\110. wri$t$, to whieh allusion bas been 
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previously made. They nrc extensive traders, and 
supply the Brass people entirely with palm-oil, poultry, 
goats, and yams, &c. The Eboe people nre also 
famous for making large canoes, and all those of t,he 
different rivers, from Benin to Calebar, atc constructed 
by them. Since the first day of our arrival, we have 
had no fowl, but have been kept au the regular slave 
allowance of half a yam per day. This may have 
preserv.ed our health, for it is morc than likely that 
if we had lived well after being nearly starved, and 
exposed as we had been to the hot sun during the 
day, and the dews at night, we should have had some 
dangerous fe,Tcl', 

Last evening, Obic, in his showy coral dress, 
came barefooted to our hut, to inspect our books, and 
examine the contents of our medicine-chest. His 
approach was announced to us by t,he jingling of the 
little bells which encircled his feet. He appea.red 
greatly pleased with everything he saw, and looked 
agbast when jnformed of the powerful properties of 
some of the medicines, which ended in a fit of 
laughter. He expressed a strong desire to have a 
little, especially the purgatives; and as we treated the 
suhan of Yaoorie and family, so we treateLhim. 
Obic was eyideutly fearfnl of our books, having been 
infOlwed that they could "tell all things;" and 
appeared to shrink with horror at one which was 
offered him, shaking his head, saying t.lH1t he must 
not accept it, for that :it was good only for white men, 
"wbose God was not his God!" . The yisit was of 
short duration, 

"Ve found King Boy in the inner yard of the 
king's house again to*dny, and from his significant 
physiognomy, we conjectured that he had something 
of consequence to communicate. Obie received us 
with his usnal politeness and jocula.l'ity j but instantly 
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directed his attention and discourse to King Boy, who 
mnintained an earnest and pretty animated conver­
sation with him for some time. The Bonny people 
were in nttelld:'\l\co, weeping. As we were frequently 
pointed out and named, wc had no doubt whatever 
that it was chiefly concerning ourselves, which opi­
nion woos soon after confirmed. As if the parties 
had some secrets to discuss which they did not wil;h 
either their attendants or our own to overhear, they 
retired to tho middlo court, whore having conycrse~l 
for 1.\ time by themseh'cs, they returned with anxious 
looks to resume the conversation. This was repeateJ 
twice : after which (a~ we subsequcntly understood), 
Obit' briefly l'datcd in 0. loud ,"oiee the result of this 
extmordiuary conferenco, and aU present, except the 
luon of Bouny, shouted simultaneously the mono­
~y l)l\blc ., 1 1\h !" as a token of their approba.tion. 

In tho meantimc, from al1:ciety to be made 
acquainted with what bad tl'nns} ired respecting 
OllrSehe8, wo felt l't\thcr impatient and Wleasy-tbe 
anl'.wel' of King Boy to oW' repea.ted interrogations 
lltwing been only" l)icnty of bars!" the meaning 
whereot' we were grievously puzzled to dh-ine, Dut 
~ortly after the termination of the paHl''ier, how 
transported werc wo to hear tbo last-mentioned indi­
viuual explaiu himseU' iu broken English to this 
effect :-" In thc cOIl\'orsation which I hlwo just had 
with ObiC'. I tUlYC been inuuced to offer him the 
goods which he dOUlands for ~'our ransom, on the 
ft\ith that the)' bo hereafter repaid. me by the master 
of the brig l'homa~. which is now lying in the First 
Drass Rher. nnd that. the ""luc of fifteen bl\1'S or 
sltnes be addctl thereto in European goods., and like­
wiso u. cask of rnm. as a reUlunNution for tho hazard 
Mel trouble whidl I shall incyitabh incur in trans­
porting you to Brl.\~s. If you c~uscnt to these 
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conditions-and on theso only I consent to redeem 
you-you will fort.hwith gi\'e me a bill on Captain 
Lake for the reeeiI?t of articles to the "alne of thirty­
fh·e bars, after which you will be at libCliy to lea\"o 
this pluce, and go along with me whenever you may 
think proper, agreeably to the understanding at 
present existing between Qbie and myself." 

This was beayeuly news indeed; and we thanked 
King Boy over and over again for his generosity and 
nobleness; for we were t.oo much elated at the time 
to reflect on the exorhitant demands which he had 
imposed upon us. 'Ve immediately gave him a bill 
on Mr. Lake j indeed there was nothing which we 
would not have done rather than lose the opportwlity 
of getting down to the s~a, which seemed so proyi­
dentinlly held out to us. Obie perceived, by t.he 
great and sudden change in our eOlmtennnces, the 
joy wllich filled our breasts; and haYing asked llS 

whether we were not pleased with his arrangements, 
in the fullness of aliI' hearts, he exacted from us It. 

llromise thn.t, all returning to England, we would 
inform our couutrymen that he was a good man, and 
that we would pay him a visit whenever we should 
come again into the country. 

\VhcD King Boy cnme for his book, J g:lxe it him, 
and he wished to send it down to the brig, to know 
if it wns good. This I hod c:\-pected, so I told him 
thot the book would be of no use unless we were sent 
alon"," with it, nnd that tJw captain would not poy it 
befo~e he hod token us all board the brig; on which 
he put it into his })ocket-book. 

'Ve then bade him farewell, and he took loove of 
us in n kind and cordinl manner. , 

:Feflring thRt something might yet occur to detain 
us, nnd ultimately change the king's resolution alto­
gether, \I'e were most ellger to get out of the I·ench of 
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llim and his l)oople as quickly as possible. Therefore 
we lost not a moment, but hastened to our lodgings. 
ond having sent ow' people on boa.rd Boy's canoe, we 
hurried after them immediately, and embarked at 
three in the afternoon. And thus terminated four of 
tne most 'Hetched days of our existence. Our own 
old leaky and shattercd canoe we are unable to take 
with us: and it would detain us very much, from 
bcing 80 befi\]' to move along j the DamuggoC! 
people will accompany us in their 0"'..-0., and every­
thing is arrnnged for our departure at an early hour 
t.o-mol'row. 

The Brass C3.noc, which is now become our dweU­
ing, is extremely largo nnd beayily laden. It is 
paddled by forty men and boys. in addition to whom 
thero ma,)" bo about twonty individuals, or marc. 
including a fow shwcs and Olll'se{"es,--so that the 
number of human boings will amount to at leust sixty. 
Like Obio'a Wal"canoes. it is furlli.shcJ with a cannon, 
which is lush~d to the bow, 0. Ynst number of cutlas~s. 
and a quantity of grape nnd other shot, besides 
powder. flints, &0. It contains R. number of large 
boxes or chosts, which n.rc filled with spirituous 
Jiquol'$, cotton. nud silk goods, earthenware. and 
other Ilrticlcs of Enroron.n nnd other foreign manu­
factw'cs; bC:Jidcs n.bundance of proyisions for present 
consumption. tlUU two thonsand yams for the mnst('r 
of a Sp.Ul.i.sh slayer. which it' now lying in Bros::; 
rivcr. In this canoo three men might sit with case 
abreast of cnch other. and from the number of people 
which it contains. and the immense quantity (If 
a.rticles of variolls descri}Hioos. ijoruo itlell. of its size 
mQy be fOl·UlNl. It hns been cut out of a solid trunk 
of ~ tree. anI.! druws [om' feet and a half water, being 
tUOl'() thtU1 tifty f(,ct in length. But it is so. deepJy 
laden. that not nbove two inches of the canoe i.s to 

\'(\L . 11. 
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be seen abovo the water's edge. 'Vith its present 
bmden, it would be impossiblo for her to snil on any 
l'h'el'lesssmooth than the Niger, and e\'en as it is, 
when it comes to be paddled, there will be danger of 
its being swn,mpcd. It is really laughable to reflect 
that tho canoe is supplied with two immense speak­
ing-trumpets, which, considering tho stentorian lWlgs 
of tho meil of Brass, are entirely superfluous, and 
that she js commanded by regularly appointed officers, 
with sounding titles, iu imitation of European vessels, 
such o,s captain, mnte, bontswain, coxswain, &'c., 
besides n cook and his minions. These distinctions 
arc oncouraged by ICing Boy, whose vanity and . 
consequence even in the most trifling concerns is 
irresistibly diverting. 'Ve shall sleep in the cauoe 
to-night, but it is nlmost unnecessary to say that 
wnnt of room, as in former cases, will be an intoler-
1\ ble gl'iev01lco. 

Before 'we embarked, 1\'0 hnd taken a little boiled 
yam with palm-oil at Obie's houso, and wo remained 
two bours lying by the bank. At seven in the 
evening we settled oUl'selveH for the night, but fOlmd 
that we wero exceedingly cmmped up from want of 
room, occasioned by tho yruns being stowed badly, 

CIIAPTER XX. 
Departuro from Eboo-Addizotln-Supentitlou8 Cercmoniea­

)/Woogors of the Cilnoo-D!tnka of tho Rh'cr-'l'ho Tido ob­
.crvcd-Tho 'rra.n;·lIel'l met by tho Chid of Dl'lIu Town­
De!erlption of King Fordn)'-Fotl~h CorOUlonies-Proee8lion of 
Cnnnes to DI'n18 Town_Anivnl_Deserlption of nrnss Town­
Itl Prod'lelion~-'l'ho King'. I-Iou~o--Tho Trnvollers negleoted 
-Intoryiew with King Foruny-PreparntioD for leaving Dnw 
Town. 

li'rida!/, ~N{)1)ember 12tJt.-A GREAT tumult arose 
lust night betweon the natives and the mon of Brass, 
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which might hayo had a serious a.nd fatal termination, 
if tho lattol' had not tn.ken timely preca.ution to convey 
their canoe from the beach into the middle of' the 
stream, whither the natiYes could not follow them. 
The natives had flocked down to the wa.ter's edge ill 
considerable numbers, armed with muskets. spears. 
and other oft'ensive woapons, and kept up a. .dreadful 
noise. liko the howling of ,yoh'os, till long after mid­
night. when the uproar died away. During the night 
my brother experionced n smnrt paroxysm of fever. 
which left him towards moruing very languid and 
heartless. no was prm·cnted frolO taking medicine. 
not only from our oxposed situation. but likewlse 
fl'om its awkwardness nnd unpleasa.ntness, originating 
from the uumber of people amongst whom we were 
litcmUy jlllllUled. King Boy slept on shore with his 
wife .dddizl!tta. who is Obie's favoul'ite daughter, and 
on her account we waited till betweon seYen and 
eight o'clock in tho morning. whlu she made her 
apllOnrnnco with her hl1sbt:md.-who, W~ understand, 
has Nubrnc('d tho present opporhmity of making a.n 
('::tctu'Siou with her to his nath'c country, to val'Y her 
Jifo a little by l\ change of air and scene, and to 
iutrlXluec her to his other wiycs IUld relatives residing 
a.t Bross. Sho has besides expressed a desire to see 
white men'~ ships, and it 1S partly to gratify her 
curio::lity in this particulnr tha.t aho is going with us. 
Ou stepping into the cauoo. "ith a 81Jirit of gallanh'y 
Boy lmudcd her to the best scat, which was I} bos. 
doso to which he himself sat. and which we had 
relinquished in her fuyour from motives of delicacy. 
Her fnce wn~ towuNS the bow. while nl', brother and 
) sat di"t"C/~" ('i~-ii-l'i$ on a heap of yaUlS j but 'We 
were so do~e to the o}lposite 'Purty. tha.t our legeS 
caDle continually in COut3ct, which threatened to 
proJ,\lCC mul'll inconvenience and some coufu:sion. 

1; :3 
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"Va were still further detained by re~oving various 
heavy. articles into another canoe which was lying 
alongsIde. because oW'S was pronounced too deeply 
ladell to be sroe; but after all she <lid not appear to 
be lightened very considerably. This being done, at 
half-l)ast seven we pushed off the Eboe shore, and for 
a littlo . while, with forty paddles dashing up the 
sikery foam at the snme moment, we glided through 
the water with the speed of a dolphin. To us it 
afforded no small gratification. 

The eyes of mall nre so placed in his hend, that. it 
hns beM frequenay observed, wbether sitting or 
standing. he cnn behold earth and sky at the same 
moment without inconvenience, which is an advan­
tage, I belicYc, that no other animal possesses in an. 
equal degt'ce, if he does a.t all. As I W'RS reflecting on 
this circumstance, I happened to cust my eyes towards 
the horizQu, to convince myself of its reality, when I 
found the tall, mnsculine figure of Ohie's favourite 
daughter intercepted it entirely from my view. Being 
thus balked for the moment ill my intentions. I ws.s 
instnntly diverted fl'om them, and I thought the 
opportunity favourable for studying the physiognomy 
ond person of King Boy's "ladye-Iove." Addizetta 
may be between tw'enty and thirty years of nge, or 
Pel'hUI)S younger, for she tnkes snuft~ and females 
arrive at w'oUlonhood in warm countries much sooner 
than in cold ones. Her person is t.oll, stout" and 
well-proportioned, though. it has not dignity sufficient 
to be commanding; her coulltcnnnce is round and 
OI)Oll, but dnll, !lnd almost ine. ... pl'essive; mildness of 
manners, eYenness of tempel', and inactiyity of body 
also, might notwithstanding, I think, h.e clearly de­
nned in it; Oll the ,thole, she had a perfect nrginity 
of face, which betrnys not the smallest symptom of 
feeling. Her forehead is smooth and shining as 
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polished ebony, but it is rather too low to be noble; 
hor oyes full, lnrge, and beautiful, though languid; 
her cheeks of a Duteh-like breadth and fulness; her 
nose finely compressed, but not quite so distinguished 
fi feature as the negro nose in general; there is a 
clegree of prettiness about her mouth, the lips not 
being disagreeably lnrge. which is further embellished 
by a set of elega.nt teeth, perfectly even and regular, 
and white as the teeth of a. greyhound; her chin­
but I am unwilling to desoribe a. chin; I only know 
that it ugrees very well with the other features of 
her face. 

Addiz.etta seldom laughs, but smiles or simpers 
most cngllgingly whenever she is more than ordi. 
nurily pleased; find she seems not to be unconscious 
of the powerful influence which these smiles have 
orcr the mind of her husband. H er dress and per­
soual ornaments may be described in few words: tho 
former consi8ting simply of a pioro of figured silk, 
enciroling the waist, and extending us far as the 
knees: her woolly hail', which is tastefully braided, 
is enclosed in a net, and ends in a. peak a.t the top; 
the net is ndorned, but not profllsely, with cora.l ben<ts, 
strings of w"hlch hang from the crown to the fore· 
hondo She wears necklaces of the same costly bead. 
cOl'pcr rings oncircle her fingers nnd great toes, 
br:lcolt'lts of ivory her wrist-s, nnd enormous rings, 
also of clQphant's tusks. decorate her legs. near the 
nnkle, by which 8h6 il) nlmost disnblcd from wnlking, 
on account of their pouderous weight 8Jld immense 
SlllC. I had almost finished the scrutiny of her 
l)el'SOn. wheu Addizetta., observing me regarding her 
,,·ith more th3.n common attention, at length caught 
my eyt'. nnd turned away her head with a triUlllllba.nt 
kind of smile, us much us to sny. "Ay. white mnn, 
yvo m,\y well ,\dmire and I\-dorc my person; I percci\lc 
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you are stmek with my bea,uty, and no wonder 
ueithet: ;" yet I immediately checked the ill.natured 
construction which I had put ou her looks. and 
accused myself of injustice. For though, said I to 
myself, Addizetta, poor simple savage, may be .as 
fond of admiration as her white sisters in more 
civilised lauds j yet her thoughts, for aught I know, 
might hayc been very remote from vanity and self­
love. H9wever, that she smiled I am quite certain, 
and VCl'y prettily to(}, for 1 SlIW a circling dimple 
radiating upon her full, round cheek, which termi­
nated in a momentary gleam of animation, and 
illuminated her dark languishing eye like II. flash of 
light-and what could all this mean ~ I had forgotten 
to say that the person of Obie's daughter is tattooed 
in various parts; but the incisions, or rather lacera­
tions, are irregular and unseemly. Her bosom, in 
particular, benrs evident marks of the cutting and 
gashing which it had received when Addizetta wns a 
child: for the wounds halTing bndly healed, the skin 
over them is risen a full half inch above the natural 
surface. By the side of each eye, near the temple 
vein, a representation of the point of an arrow is 
alone formed with tolerable acew'acy, They look as 
though indigo had been inserted into the flesh with 
a needle: Gnd by this peculiarity, with which every 
femnle's face is impressed, the Eboe women nrc 
distinguished from their neighbours and sW'rouucling 
tribes. 

Before breakfast, Addizetta was employed above 
an how' in clenning ancl polishing hel' teeth, by rub­
bing them with the fibrous roots of a certain shrub 
or tree, which are much esteemed and generally used 
for the purpose in her own counh'y. n$ well as in tho 
more interior parts. Great part of the day is COD­
sumed by many thousands of indilTiduals in this 
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1100muog ocoupation, and to this causo the bl'illil\nt 
whiteness of their teeth, for w·hiah Africans, generally 
~pcakillg, arc remarkable, mny be attributed. 

About tOll in the morning. a mess of fish, boiled 
with yams and plalltillius, was produced for breakfast. 
As King Boy was fearful that our presence might 
incommode his lady, we were desired to move farther 
bt\ck, thn.t she might cat with additional confidelll'c 
and oomfort, for, tuas! we an not placed on an 
cqun.litJ with Addizctlu lUlU hot' kingly spouso. 'Vhcn 
they had bft'akfastcd, and swnllowed f\ ealubagh of 
water from the stret\IU, we ourselves wero served with 
t\ plt\teful, (md afterwards the bont's crew and the 
811:,,'OS wero likewise regnled with yams and water. 
In tho ov('niug. auother refreshment. similar to this, 
wa~ served. round to t\U; anu these nro the only tneruIJ 
which thc mon of Bras:[\. ho,\lo during tIle twenty-four 
hours. Before onting himself. Boy Wilkes it l\ prac· 
tico of offering a smull portion of his food to .. the 
spirits of tho rh'or." that his yoyago lUay be renueft'd 
propitious by conciliating their good-will. Previous 
nlso to his drinking t\ glass of rum or spirib. he 
pout'S i\ fow drops of it into the wator. invoking thl~ 
protection of theao fanciful boings. by muttering 
!:lC'\'oral c:(pressions bot ween his teeth, tho tenor of 
which, of course. wo do not understand. This reli· 
giout' ob8cnnnce. wo aro told, is im-ariably performed 
whene-vcr the Brass people have occasion to lca\-e 
thoir countr., by Wt\tor. or r('turu to it by the sam\;' 
lUeans; it ig ('lilled l\ meat nud drink olTering, and is 
cclobrot .... u at e,-ery lllC"1. A custom yory similar to 
this prcyni1s in lan-ibn. at Badngry, Cape (;o,,::;t 
Cl\~Ue, aud ulong tho ",·cstern const goucmUy :-the 
nllth1.'~ of those pItlcos uevcr take a gloss of spirit~ 
without ~pilliug a l1uoutity of it on thc ground, n~ 1\ 

.. fetish. " In the moruing wo obserY1~d a branch of 
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the river running 08' in a westerly direction, the course 
of the main body being south-west. 

\Vo stopped awhile at various little villages during 
the day, to purchase yams, bananas, and cocoa--nnts; 
and the curiosity of their poor inha.bitnnts at our 
appeal'ance was intense. They arc chiefly fishermen 
01' husbandmen, and notwithstanding 0\0' lmcouth 
nnd remarkable dress, they behaved to lIS without 
rudeness, and even with civility, so that their inquisi­
tiveness was not disagreeable. Speaking-trumpets, 
we should imagine, nre quite a novelty with the men 
of Brass. by the extraordinary rapture which they 
display for their music, which certainly is anything 
but melodious. T wo of these instruments, as we 
said yesterday, nrc in the canoe. for the convenience 
of issuing orders. nnd they have not been from the 
mouths of tho officers for ten minutes togother during 
the whole day, so great has been tho desire of oil to 
lwenthe through them, and add to the deafening noises 
made by t.hcir constant quarrelling with each other. 
This is a great annoyance, but we are constrained ro 
submit to it ill silence; besides, it is ontirely super­
:fiuous, for the voices of tho peoplo aro of themselves 
loud and l)oworful enough for all the COlll.Dlon pur­
poses of life; and when they havo a mind to stro.in 
theu' brazen lungs, no speaking-trumpet that has 
e"er beeu made, be it ever so large, could match the 
quantity of horrid sound which they make-it would 
drown the roaring of t,ho sen. I n addition to tho 
officers and attendants in the canoe that we mentioned 
yesterday, we heINe ono drumme.r, tho king's steward, 
and his lndy's maid, and two persons to bale out 
watm', bosides three captains, to give t.ho necessary 
directions for the safcty of ilie' eanoo. The noise 
made by theso fellows as we started, iu bawling to 
their fetish through the tnunpet, WlIS beyond aU 
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descr irtion. Their object was tp secure us a safe 
j ourney, I1nd most cer tainly, if noise could do so, we 
woro pretty certain of it. The ruIng-es thl1t we 
passed in the course of tho day wero very numerous, 
nnd distant not more tlH\n two or three miles from 
each other on the banks of the river. They were 
StU1'Oundcd by morc culti,'ated land than w~ ha \'e seen 
this hlst fortnight; the crops consisting of yams, 
bt\nnnas. plo.ntnins. Indian corn. &e. &0., and ',e haye 

" not seen so much since leaving Kacunda. The banks 
here seom to be well calculated for the growth of 
rico, and every other groin that we haye scen in the 
interior. Tho yillages had l\ pleasing appearance 
from the rivor. The hom~es seem to be built of 1.\ 

light.coloured clo.y, and being tha.tched with paJm 
branches, they YOI,)' muoh resemble our own cottages. 
The.'f nrc of (1, squnre form. with two windO''I"s on each 
side of tho cloor, but haye no upper rooms. 

Tho yillagel's 8eem to be equaU:" as distrustful as 
those nbo\'o Eboe town, in u'ading with our people. 
for the meo only came down with their yams and 
fish, and were IlrD.lIJd with guns nnd swords. The 
fish they brought us consisted of cat-fish a.nd shrimps, 
which hall been smoked oyer a woOO·fire, nnd when 
boiled wore "cry palatuhle. The villagers had no 
tattoo murks; they wcnr the grass cloth fastened 
round their wnists. and tho better sort wore printed 
cottOM. W' ~ ongag()u two small canoes to carry tho 
yams we bail pnrchnsed. 

In many pI,\oc::! wc obsern:od that the riYer had 
ovcrflowed its bunks. null was running between the 
trees Ilod thiok underwood. In the widest part it did 
not seem to be more than a milo and n h:ili' across. 
Tho cour::;e of the rivor ho.$ been to.day nearly soutb­
wt!::!t : its width jg sensibly diminishing, indeed it is 
fast dwindling a-WI\Y into nn ordinary .stream. 
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Saturday, Nrraem};er 13tlt.- Perhaps there cannot 
be a greater comfort under the sun than sound and 
invigomt.ing sleep to the weary; nor, in our opinion, 
a greater grievance than the loss of it ; because wake­
fulness, at those hours which nature has destined for 
repose, is, in nine cases out of ten, sure to be the 
barbinger of peevishness) discontent, and ill-humour. 
and not unfrequenay induces langnol', lassitude, and 
disease. No two individuals in the world have greater 
reason to complain of disturbed slumbers or night.I), 
"D.,tching than ourselves. Heretofore this ha-s been 
occasioned chiefly by e:\1>0sure to damps, rains, and 
dews, mosquito attacks, frightful and piercing noises, 
and over-fat.igue, or apprehension and anxiety of 
mind. But now, in the absence of most of these 
causes) we are cramped, painfully cramped, for want 
of room, insomuch t,hat., when we feel drowsy, we 
find it impossible to place ourselves in a recumbent 
posture, without having the he~vy legs of MI. and 
Mrs. Boy, with their prodigious ornaroent.s of ivory, 
placed either on our faces 0" on our breasts. From 
suoh it situation it. requires almost t.he strength of a 
rhinoceros to be freed: it is ex:cessively teasing. 
Last night we were particularly unfortunate ~ this 
respect; and a second attack of fever. which came ou 
me in the evening. rendered my condition lamentable 
indeed, and truly piteous. It would be ridiculous to 
suppose that one can enjoy the refreshment of sleep, 
how. much so(wer it may be required, when two or 
more tUlcovered legs and feet, huge, black, and rough, 
are tnwersing one's face and body, stopping up tho 
passages of respiration, and prossing so heavily upon 
them at times, as to threaten suft"ocation. I could 
not long endure so serious au incon.enience. but pre­
ferrcd last night sitting up in thc canoe. My brother 
wu-s indisposed, uq.d, in fact, unable ~ follow my 
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c:tnruple, nnd, therefore, I endeavoured, if possible. to 
rouder his situation morc tolerable. ,,7ith this· object 
in view, I pinched the fcet of our snoring companions 
(Mr. anel f.lrs. Boy) repeatedly, till the pain caused 
them to awako, Ilnd remove them from his face, and 
this ollabled him to draw backwards a few inches, and 
pIllCO his lleali into a narrow recess which is formed 
by two boxes. Howevor, this did not allow him 
liberty to turn it either wny, and thus jammed, with 
no command whatever OYQr his suffering limbs, he 
passed the bours without sleep, and arose this morn­
ing wit.h bruised bones and sore limbs. complaining 
bitterly of the wretched moments which the legs of 
jlr. nnd Mrs. Doy had caused him, with their ivory 
rin~ nud hl'nps of yams. 

It was not till two o'clock this morning that we 
arrived at Q. (,()I\vonient place fO!' etoppi,ug a.while, to 
gi\,(1 tho canOl'lUcn rest from their labour; aud at 
dt\y.hrC'uk W~ Inuuehcd out again bto the river, nnd 
pndllll,tl down the stream. At seven iu the morning, 
Blly nud his wifo having buded to trade. I took their 
plt\c~~. :md slept soundly an hour nnd il holf. which 
'Illito 1'ofreshed mc, W"ithout encountering anything 
n~lUnrknbl('. we Po.sseU the day in much the same 
mnnner ns yc~tcrday. stopping occasionally a.t certain 
villages. which nrc scattered along tho banks, for the 
purp0l;;c of bnrtl'riug with their inha.bitants. Plantains. 
hnnauus, :\11\1 .rnUl~. nrc cultimted by them to an cx­
trl.wl'Jiuan nml almost in('r~J.iblc extent. and for the 
spncl' (If ncnrl) twenty mil~g sC3rccly anything cbe 
hut plnnto.ti(ln~ of these shruhs and vegetahles nrc to 
b~ seen. 'l'hi~ circumsh\uco has led us to infor thnt 
the country i~ infinitely more populous thnn its 
~nl'ro1 t\pp~nrnn('c would ::iecm to indicate. It is 
tin.t. open. '"ark'd. llnd hCQutiful in mn.ny places, nnd 
its ~oil is a rich d,\rk mould or loam. But, notwith~ 
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sumdiog this extensh'e clJlti\'ated tract, and other 
lnrge and verdant patches, the useless mangrove 
tree (?i:tophera mangle), with its pendent branches 
and impenetrable roots, is fast encroaching on 
every moist situation the Dcafcr we approach the 
sea. 

,Va continued our course dovro the river until two 
hours after midnight, when we stopped near a small 
village on the cast side of the river. ' -Ve made fast 
to the shore, and the people settled themselve9 in 
the cnooe to sleep. Having sat up the whole of last 
night, for the best of all reasons, because I could find 
no room t61ie down, in consequence of the crowded 
state of our canoe, and feeling myself quite unequal 
to do the same ago.in, I took my mat and 'went 'on 
shore, determined, if possible, to sleep on the ground. 
Overcome by fatigue, the fear of being attaeked by 
aUigators, or anything else, I seleeted a dry place, 
and hid myself down on my mat.. I had nearly 
dropped asleep, when I was roused by several severe 
stings, and found myself covered with black ants. 
They ba,d got up my trousers, and were torment-. 
ing me dreadfully. At first I knew not which way 
to get rid of them, and ran about as fasL as I 
could, with the idea of sha.king them off me; but 
with all my endeavours it was long beforo I could 
get rid of them. Om men, Pascoe, Sam, and Jowdie, 
seeing the condition I wns in, landed from the canoe, 
and Dll1<W large fires in tho form of a ring, and I lay 
down in tbe midst of them, and slept till daylight, 
The sting of a black nnt is quite as painful as that of 
on. . , 

Sunday, November 14tlt. - This morning, at day. 
light, when the natives brought their fish aod yams 
to ow' people for sale, they djd not appenr to be at 
all surprised at seeing ow' white faces, from which I 
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am led to believe that they have seen white mon at 
tho sea~side. At five in the morning we again 
l'esumed our course down the r iver. A t teo, A.M . , 
we passed fL small branch of the river running off 
co.st-sout.ll~east. 

In the course of the day we passed several sand­
banks in the middle of the river, and our people run 
the canoe agroun<l on them purposely, to get into the 
water and to htwc a wash. Tpe sun was exceedingly 
powcrful, and they appeared to enjoy the water very 
much. The channels of the ri)'ler on each side of 
the bnnl~s appeal' to be very deep, and the depth on 
the bo.nks I concluded to be about three feet. After 
om' people had taken a good ·wash, we again pro­
ceeded onwards. 

At seven in the evening we departed from the 
main river. and took our eourse up n. small branch 
wwards Bra.ss~town, running in a direction about 
south-east by Otlst from that whieh we had left. The 
CQursc of tl~c ri,'& has beon about south , and eon~ 
tinnod in the sarno direction wheu we left it. It has 
oycrflowed its banks in many phlces that we passed 
to-dny, a.ud is considerably diminished in its breadth. 
tr he widest 1)<u1: was not more tha.ll a mile and a. ha.lf 
across. l\lld the uanowest a.bout three hundJ"ed yards. 
,Ye have seen many ,illages in the course of the day, 
and whore the banks were not oycrflown, therl~ was 
much cultivated hwd. 

At balf.past eight. in ihe cyening. to our great 
si\tisfo.ction. we found oursclvc!:\ influenced by the 
t ide. ""c hnd pre,vionsly oooeryed an appearance of 
foam on the water, which might hase been ca.rried up 
by tho flood·tidc noom the mouth of the riyCl' i but 
,,:c no', fclt. certain of being within its influence. 
,,~c wcre constantly annoyed by the cnnoo running 
ugl'o\Uld on a blutk. or sticking fast in tho underwood. 
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which delayed our progress considerably, and the 
men were obliged to get out to lighten and lift the 
canoe off them. Our track was through a narrow 
creek arched over by mangroves, so as to form a. 
complete 8Nenue, which in many plaees was so thick 
as to be totally impenetrable by the light above. At 
ten P.M. abea\}' sbowerof rain wett-ed us thoroughly ; 
and after this was over, the dripping from the 
hees which overhung the canoe kept us in con­
stant rain nearly all night. The smell from decayed 
vegetable substanees was sickly aud exceedingly 
disagreeable. 

Monday, Nooemi>er 15th.-Through these gloomy 
and dismal passages we travelled during thc. whole of 
last night, without stopping, unless fora. few minutes 

. at a time, to disengage ourselves from thc pendent 
shoots of the mnngro\~e and spreading brambles, in 
which we occasionally became entangled. These 
luxuriant natives of the soil are so intric.'ltely WO\'eo, 
that it would be next to impossible to eradicate them. 
r.l.'heir roots and branches are the receptacles of ooze, 
mud, and filth of all kinds, exhaling I,t. peculiarly 
offensive odour, which no doubt possesses highly 
deleterious qualities. The renson adduced for not 
resting during the night, was the apprehension enter­
tained by King Boy of being unable to o\'ertake 
his father and brothers this morning, they having 
left the Eboe country the day before us. A certain 
spot had prc\'iously been ~ed on by the parties for 
the meeting, nnd we arrived there about nine o'clock 
A.M., and found those in<liyidurus in three large 
canoes, with thcir attendants, waiting our arrival. 
Here we stopped, and made ow- canoes fast to the 
trees, to take refreshment, such as it was, nnd half 
an how-'s rest: and here we were introduced to the 
renowned King Fordoy, who, according to his own 
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nccount, is monaroh of the wholo cOlUltry, In one 
of tho canoos snt old King Fordny, in company with 
sc,'crru fetish priests; the second canoe belonged to 
King Boy, (lnd tho third wns Mr, Gun's, These 
canoes had come thus far for the purpose of ~scortjng 
us into tlloil' country. 

King Fordl'l.Y is 1'1. complaoent venerable.looking 
old man, but was mtller shabbily dressed, partly in 
tho Emopoan. and partly ill the native style. Like 
most sfwnges. hia fondnoss for spirituous liquors is 
oxtreme, and he drank large potations of rum in our 
presence, though it produced DO visible effect either 
"lwn his DlIUlllCl'S or conversation. In the jollity of 
the moment he attempted to sing, but his weak piping 
,"olce did not seem to second his inclination, and the 
sound died away from ,"cry feebleness. Ilis subjects, 
hOWO\,OI', I\wo\mting to nearly two hundred indi,"idunls, 
testified their approbation of the effort by a tremendous 
.. Yah!" shouted si1Uultaneous1~' by Oycry '·oice. 
Wllich sounded liko the roar of a lion. 

DlIl'ing tho ti.lUO wo hltd boon at breakiast the tide 
l'bbed, nnd loft our canoes lying on the mud. J3renkfast 
boing o\?cr, the fetish priests commenced their avoca­
lions by marking the persoll of King Boy from head 
to foot with chalk.. in lines, circles, and a ,'ariety of 
flmtostic figures. which so completely metamorphosed 
him QS to render his identity rnthcr q\lestionnbl~, at 
the distnuel' of only tl few raNa. IlilJ usual dress 
had becn thrown aside. and he was allowed to weo.r 
nothing but t\ narrow silk handkerchief tied round his 
\Vaist; on his head a little elo~c cap was placed made 
of grnss and orurunentcd with hugo fcnthers. These 
wc found "ON the wing feathers of n black UJld 
wbite buzzaru, wbieb is the fetish b11"1:1 of Brass town. 
1,'''"0 bu~c spcars were ilio chalked fUld put into his 
hllmb, lUul thus equipped his appearancc was wild 
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and gl'otcsq~lo in the' extreme. The same operation 
was pelformed on the rest of the party, nnd t.he 
feUsh priests were chalked in tho same walluer. Our 
OWJl peol)le wel'o mercly marked iu the f01'ohond, and 
oUl'seh'cs, perhnvs from being already white, although 
om fnces woro not a littlo tnnned, wero exempted 
fl'Om tho ceremony. 

At ehwen A,~L, wo wero ordered into rung For~ 
day's canoo to sit down with him, Tho old man 
nsked us immediatoly in tolerably good English to 
take n. glass of rum with him, and having seen us 
wondering at the strange appearance of King Boy flnd 
tho re:st of tho party, gaye us to uuderstand that in 
consequence of no man IHwing come down the ri\'o1' 
as we had, it was done to pre\'ont anything bad 
ho..ppcming to them. We also undorslood from him 
that a cortain rite would be pOl·fonned to Dju-Dju, 
tho fetish Ot domestic god of Brass town, in honour 
of our coming. Tho tido was now fast returning, 
nud pI·oparations wero made for proceeding to Bmss 
town, For this pUl'pose tho canoes woro fill fln·(lnged 
ill (I lino, that of King Boy taking the load, oursel\'es 
find ICing Fordo), in tho noxt, followed by King 
Boy's brolher, :MI'. GIIU aud tll(;) Dnmuggoo l)coplc 
ill othol's, find in this ordor wo proceedocl lip the 
l·.h,m:. Gun is styled tho liUle military king of Bruss 
town, fl·om being intrusted Witll tbe care of fill th<:l 
M'IllS nUll orumuuitiol1, and Oil this occasIon ho gave 
us freqllent. oppol,tuuit.ios of witnessing his importance 
find netivity, by suddenly passing a short distance 
boforo tho rest of tho cauoes and -firing off' t.he cannon 
in tho bow of his own, <lnd then dropping behind 
I\gnin. 

'1'ho wbolo l>rocession formed ono of the most extm~ 
ordinnry sights that enn be imagined, ~ho canoes 
woro following onch obbe!' up th(;) rivor III tolcmble 
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orde r, each of them displaying three Hags. In the 
first wns IGug Boy, standing erect and conspicuous, 
his hend-dress of leathers waring with the move­
ments of Ilis body, which had been chalked in various 
fantastic figures, rendered more distinct by itsuaturnl 
colour i his hnnds wcre resting on the barbs of two 
immense spears, which at iutenrus he darted "io­
le-otly into tho bottom of the canoe, as if he were ill 
the not of killing SOmo formidable wild animal under 
his fect. In tho bows of all thc other canoes fetish 
priests wero dancing and performing yarious extra­
ordinary antics, their persons. as well as those of the 
people in them, being chalked oyer in the same 
maDuer as that of ICing Boy; and to crown the 
\\'hole, Mr. Oltn, the little military gentleman, was 
most aeth-ely employed, his canoo nmv da-fting before 
and now dropping bl'Jliud the rC8t. adding not a little 
to the imposing oif('('t of tho whole scene, by the 
ropeated dischtlrges of his cannou. 

In thi3 manner we contioucd on till about noon, 
when wo entered n little bay, and saw before us, on 
tho south side of it, two distinct groups of buildings, 
one of which is King }'orday's town, and the other 
Kiug J ncket 's town. The cannons in nil the ca.noes 
were no\\' fired off. and the w holo of the people were 
quickly on the look-out to witness our approach. 
'l'hc firing having ('cased, the greatest stillness pre­
Hliled. 3.u1l the canoes mOl'cd forward yery slowly 
betwccn the two towns to tl small island a little to 
the c.lst of Jacket's town. This islllnd is the abode 
of tJ11) Dju-Dju. or gl'llnd fetish priest, and his wiYol), 
no one d~c being permitted to reside there. As we 
pass\."<l Fordo.y·s town. a. salute of seven guns was 
tired ot!· at :l sUlall battery near the water. The 
C:'\ll~S stoPl~cd neat· the fetish hut all the island. 
whii.'h is i\ Il,)w iusigni:ficllnt building of cla;-, Tho 

' .. n. u. X 
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priest, who was chalked over nearly in the same 
manner as Boy, drew near to the water's edge. and 
with a peculiar nil' asked SOIDe questions, which 
appeared to be answered to his satisfaction. Boy then 
landed, and l preceded by the tall figure of the priest, 
eutered the religious hut. Soon after this the priest 
came to the water-side, and. looking on us with much 
earnestness, broke an egg, and poured some liquid 
into the water, after which he again returned to the 
hut. The Brass men then rushed on a sudden into 
the water and returned in the same hasty manner, 
"hich to us appeared equally as ruyst-erious as the 
I'est of the ceremony-. 

' After remaining ~t the island about an hour, during 
which time Boy was in the hut with the priest, 
he rejoined us, aDd we proceeded to Forclo.y·s town 
and took up our residence at Boy's house. In the 
e:s::traordinnry ceremony which we had ju.st witnessed, 
it was evident that we were the persons principa1Jy 
concerned; but whether it terminated in our favour 
or against us-whether the answers of the Dju-Dju 
were propitious or otber\\-ise, we shall be able to 
ascertain only by the future behaviour of the Brass 
people towards us, _ 

'Va sa.w with emotions of joy a. white mnn on shore 
whilst we were in the canoe, waiting the conclusil)D 
of the ceremony, It was a cheering and goodly sight 
to recognise the features of a European iii' the midst 
of a crowd of savages, This individual paid us a 
visit in the evening; his behaviour was perfectly 
affable. courteous, nnd obliging, and in the course of Il. 
con.versation which we had ,,;th him, he informed us 
that he is master of the Spanish sohooner which is at 
present lying in the Brass river for slaves. Six of 
her crew, who have been ill of fe\Ter, and are still 
indisposed, likewise reside in the town. 
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Tuesda.ll, i.Yocember 16th.-Of all the wfetched. 
filt11Y, and contemptible places in this world of ours, 
none can present to the eyo of a strongel" so mi:>er· 
ablc an appcarance, 01" can oifer such disgusting and 
loathsome sights, as this a.bominable Brass town. 
Dogs, goats. and othOl' animals, run about the dirty 
streets, half·stan'cd, whoso hungry looks can ou1y be 
exceeded by tho famishing appearance of the men, 
women. and children, which bespeaks the penury and 
wretchedness to which they are reduced; whilst the 
persons of many of them ~ a.rc co\'ered with odious 
boils, and their huts al'e falling to tho ground from 
neglect and decny. 

BrasR, properly spenking, consists of two towns, 
of nearly equnl size, containing about u. thousand in­
habitnntR each, Bud lluilt on the borders of a kind of 
basin, which is fonned by a nUJUber of rivulets, entCI'­
ing: it ii'om the Xigcr through forests of mangro\'e 
bushes. One of them is under t!,e domination of a 
noted scowHil"cl, called Kil1f1 Jacl..:et, who has already 
betlu spoken of: Ilnd the other is gon)rned by a. rh"o.l 
chid. nnmell King Forda!l. Theso towns are situ­
ated directly opposite each other. and within tbp 
diRtaucc of eighty yards; l\lld are built 011 u. mnr.wy 
ground. whil'l\ occasions the huts to be always wet. 
.. \.nother p1at·C'. caUed .. Pilot's town ,. by Europeans. 
from th<' number or pilots that reside in it. is situatc(l 
ncarly at the mouth of the first Bross River. (whit'h 
'we understand i~ the ..... Y/(,," nn:>r of Eurol,ean:<,) 
ami at thc distauce of sixty or sC\'enty miles from 
hellcc. This t(lWll :~eknowlcdgcs the authority of 
bMh kill~. haying been originally peopled by se£tlcl's 
from each of their towns. At the ebb of the tide. 
the ba~iu is left perfedly dry, with the exception of 
~mt\U gl\ttc~. and prc,;cntg a ~Ulooth. and almost un· 
"aried :o.urfncc of black mud. which cmih no intoler-

x:? 
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able odour. owing to the decomposition of vegeta.ble 
suhstances. and tho (luantity of filth and nastiness 
which is thrown. intA:! the basin by tbe jIJhabitanta of 
both t-owna. Notwithstanuing tLis nuislLnce, hoth 
f'!,ildrcn and grown-up persons may be seen spo.·ting 
in the mud whenever tho tido goes out, all nnkcd, 
and amusing themselves in the same manner 0.13 if 
they were on shore. 

'rhe Brass people grow neither yams nor bananas, 
1101' gra in of any kind, cultivating only the plantain 
:),8 an article of food, which, with the nddilicm of n 
little fi811, form a their principal article of diet. Yams, 
howevcl', nre freely hnporLed from Eboe and olhel' 
countries by tho chief people, who re-soll f,'1'eat 
quantities of them to tho sh ipping that may happcJI 
to be in tho river. 1'hey nrc enahled to do this by 
the yery considero.Lle profits which accrue to thCIU 
from their trailing transactions with people residing 
fllrtlwr in land, and from the palm-oil which they 
thelllijch'es manufacture. and which thoy disposo of 
to the Livorp(Jol traders. 1'bo soil in the vieinity of 
J3rasJ:l i8 for the most part poor and marsby, though 
it is covored wilh 0. TOnk, luxuriant, and impenetraLlo 
V'cgetation: e\'cn in the hands of nn nctive. indus­
triOUl~ J'ace, it would offer almost insuperable obstacles 
to general cultivation i but with its present possessors 
the mangrove itself can never bo extirpated. aod tho 
country wjJJ, it ia likcly enough, ma intain its presont 
uppeo.rance till the end of time. 

The dwelling in whieh wo resiue l)elongs to King 
Hoy; i~ stands, on the extreme edge of the basin, and 
WIl5 cOllstructcd not long since by 8. carpcmler, who 
came up the river (or tho purpose from Calebar. of 
which place ho is Il native j he received seven aJnves 
for hi s Jnhour, Tho mao must have seen Europoan 
dwellings, as this is oviilcntly an ntteml)t to imitnte 
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them. Its form is oblong, and it contains four apart· 
monts . which nrc fill on the ground flool', lined ,,·ith 
wood, an.d fumishcd with tolcl'ablY·lUade doors nnd 
oupboards. This wood bears decided marks of its 
luwing once formed part of a vessel, and is most 
likely the remains of one which Wt\S ,necked, wo 
heur, not long ago, on the bar of the river. The 
houso hus rccently boen com'crted into n kind of 
seraglio by King Boy, because he has, to use his own 
('xprcssion, "plcuty of w·jyCS," who require looking 
after. It also nnswcrs the pU'llOse of n storehouse 
for EUl'openn goods., tobacco, and spirituous liquors. 
Its rafters nrc of bamboo, and its thatch ofpalro.lel\\'es. 
The apnrtroent which 'vc occupy has a window oyer· 
looking the basin, outside which is a vern.ndn. at 
prcsQnt occupicd by Pascoe and his wi\·es. The whole 
(If its furniture consists of au old oaken table; but it 
is supplied with scnb, made of cl~y, which are raised 
about throe feot fl'Om the ground. These, together 
with the floor, which is of mull. aro so soft amI wet. 
I\~ to enahle 0. l)or5on to thrust his hand into any part 
of thcm, without any difficulty whatever. In one 
t.~Ornor. communicating with tho other apartments, is 
0. uoor which is uestitute of a lock, t\od kept nlwn~'l:i 
njar. cxcept at night. when it is closed. One of the 
sides of the room is decorated with an old French 
print rcprc::!cllting the Yirgin Mary, with a great 
llltUlbcl" of chubby-faced augcls ministering to her, 
nt who"e fcet is t\ prn.ycr ou H Our Lady's good 
del\Ycrtl.llc('." The whole group is designed nml 
cxctuh.--d in wry bad tnste. 

Whcn the tide is in. tho W:loto. flows up to the 
lloor~ nnd \1;ndows of our bouse, which may, perhaps, 
accouut for its dampness: it is held io vcry high 
estiUU\lion by its owner, tlllU called an Engli::)h hOllse. 
The hO\lsc~ in geueral arc built of n S(lrt of ycnow 
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clay, aod the windows are nil furnished with shutters. 
1'hore are sevoml huts opposite the town where the 
people make salt, af~r the rains are over: the water 
nt present is brackish, from tho effect of the rains; 
l)Ut in tho course of two months, Boy tells us, that 
it . will be quite salt, when they will again commence 
making it. It is an article of trade, and appears to 
19 taken in largo quantities to the Ehoe market, 
'where it is exchanged for yums, the eouTie shell not 
heing circulfLted lower down the river than BoequiL 
The principal employment of tho people conrusts jn 

making salt, fishing, boiling oil, and trading to the 
Rooe countlJi, for IlOt a par~iclc of cultivated land is 
to be seen. 'fhoy li\'t~ exclusively on yams and 
palm-oil, with s9metiwes a small quantity of' fish. 
1'hey bring l)oultry from tho Bboc country, but rear 
vOJ'y little themsclves, and what they havc are carefully 
pl'esel'l'cd and sold to tho ships that frequent tho river. 

A Ij~tlc pahn.oil would be a great luxury to us, 
hut King Boy wilt not gilfC us nuy. Our allowance 
consists of hnlf of a small ynm cach clay j but this 
ovening, IGog Boy bcing out of the way. two of his 
wjyCS bl'Ought us half a glass of 1'UDl cneh, and four 
yams: this was lL great treat to uS1 but a considerablc 
l'isk to them, for had Boy discovered tho"theft,it iSlllore 
than likely he would hnvo had thcm flogged nnd sold. 

"Vet and uncomforto.bIo as is our J:welling, yot it 
is infinitely 0001"0 desirable n.nd conYcniGnt than our 
confined qual' tors in tho cnnoo, for hol'o wo havo t,he 
ploasul'o of roposing nt full length, which is n luxury 
we could not hayo purchased on tho water nt any 
prico. Tho Spanisb cnptnin visited us again this 
mOl'ning1 and len tho town this afternoon on his 
ratul'll to his yosseI! slavos, ho tolls us, uro vory 
RCClrC01 and obtained with difficulty and expenso. 

'l'o-day I was rcqncsted to visit King FordnJ', 
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and I accordingly complied with tbe summons, 
ilis house is about a. hundred yards distant from 
that of King Boy, and on entor~ng it I found him 
sitting half drunk, with about a dozen of rus wives 
and n uurubm' of dogs, in a small filthy room, I 
was dcsiretl to sit down by his side, and to drink a 
~lnss of rum. IIe then gave mo to understand, as 
wcll ns ho couM, that it was customary for e,Tery 
white man who came to the ri'l'or to pay him four 
bars . I expressed my jgnornnce nnd sW'prise nt 
this; but )'I'M soon silenced by his saying, "That is 
my dcmnnd, and I shaH not allow you to lca'\'o this 
town, until you give me a book for that amount." 
Secing thnt. I had nothing to do but to comply with 
his demand, I gave him a bill on Lake. the com· 
mandcl' of tho English vessel; after which he said, 
"To·morrm,\, you mo.y go to the brig, take one 
scnnnt with you; but your Illate (mcnning my 
brother) wu::;t. remain here with your seven people, 
until my son, King Boy. shall bring the goods for 
himself tlnd me: after this they shall be sent on 
board without delay." Much as I regretted the 
necessity of parting with my brother, I was obliged 
to og:rco to this nrr811gcment, and with the hopes of 
profiting by it. I told King Forday that we were aU 
yery hungr,r. and begged him to scnd us a fowl or 
t"o. which ho promised to do. 

In order tbat I might make n. decent a.ppearance 
befol'o my eouutn'Olcn to~morrow. I have been 
obliged t~ sit nil tho aftcmoon. with an old cloth 
wrolllh~d round me. until my clothes were washed 
ami uriL'tl. It is now six in the c'femng. and the 
menn old king has ~ent us neither fowls nor yams. 
This is the Dl08t stnning placo that I have yet s\.'Cn. 
~ tr. Gun has ghen us two meab ~il\ce our arri'-al 
hcre, cOllSl:;ting of n little pounded yaw. Clud fish 
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stewed in palm-oil, and for this he has the impudence 
t.o demand two muskets in payment. These fellows, 
hke the rest Oll the coast, arc a set of imposing 
rascals, little better than downright savages. \Ve 
arc told that they bave absolutely starved three white 
men to death lately, who were wrecked in a slaving 
vessel, when crossing the bal'. 

OTIAPTER XXI. 

Ricb::trd L3ndcr JcavCl Brass Town-The Nativts' idea of aD Ee!io 
- Arrival on board lin English brig in tbo river Nun-RcCfptioll 
-Dis:tPiXlintment of Richard Lo.nder-Conduct of the Com-
mander of the brig-Anxiety of Richard Lander- Arrival of Jo!m 
Lnnder on board tbe brig- NlllTlltivD of Jol,n L~IJdcr- Pro­
ceedings on houd tbo brig-Attempts to hmvo tho rivcr_Peril· 
OilS condition of tLo brig-A vcasel of war- Arrival III Fernnndo 
Po-Description of Olarence-Natlves of tbo hland-'fhe Gulf 
of Guillc.,-TornndOCt-Tbe Calelm Uh'cr- Ephroim 'fowll­
PaStagc to nio Janeiro_Return to Eugland. 

lFednesday, lYol)em.lJer 17th.-I HAD determined 
that one of OUl' mOD should accompany me down tbe 
I'iver; and at ten o'clock, having taken leave of my 
brother nnd tbe rest oJ our party, We embarked in 
King Boy's canoe, with a. light heart and an anxious 
mind. Although distant about sixty miles from the 
mouth of the ril'er, our jow'ney al)peal'ed to 000 l already completed, and all Our troubles and difficul­
t ies I considered at an end. Already, ill fond antici­
pation, I was on board of the brig, nnd had found a 
welcome reception from her commander,-had related 
to him all tbe hardships and dongors we had under­
gone. and had been listencd to with commiseration, 
-already had I assured myself of his doing aU be 
could to enable me to fulfi l my engagements with 



EXTR.\ORDlNA1tY SUI'ERSTITION. 313 

these people, alHl thougllt olU"sehes happy in finding 
fI, vcssel bolonging to om o\m couotry in the rin'r 
at the time of ow· arrival. These meditntions Qnd n 
train of others, about home and friends, to WruCll 
they nnturnlly led, occupicd my mind, as our 
canoo pn!~scd through the narrow creeks, sometimes 
windiog under I\YCllUCS of mangrove trees, and at 
othors expanding' into small lakes occasioned by the 
overflowing of tho riYcr. The captain of tho canoe, 
n tall, sturdy follow, was standing up directing its 
('oUrso, occasionally hallooing, as we came to a turn 
in the creck, to tho fetish, and where nn echo was 
returned. half D. glass of ruw, and a piece of yam and 
fish. wore thrown into the water. I had never seon 
this dono before; aud on asking Boy the reason why 
he wns throwing tlwny the pro\;sions thus, he asked, 
"Dill you IlOt hear the fetish r' The captain of the 
canoo replied ... Yos." .• That is for the feHsh," said 
Boy; .. if we do not fecd him, nnd do good for him. 
he will kill us. or make us poor and sick." I could 
not heIr I:!-miling at the iguonlUcc of the poor crea­
turef<, but such ig their firm belief. 

,,~c had pursued our courso in this mo.nner, which 
hud becn lwinciplllly to th€' wcst, till about three in 
the nfternoon, when we- Ctulle to 1\ branch of the 
rlyer nbout two hundred y!\nls wide, nud secing n. 
gwall yilln.1tc [\ s.hort distanc~ beforo us, we stopped 
there for th(' purposo of obtaining somo dried fish. 
iln.ying supplied our wants and pro('Ccded Oil, about 
:.\ll hour afterwards we o.glllu stopred, that our people 
might eat something. Boy YI~ry kimUy presented 
me with:\ large piC'Cc of yrun. re~ernug to himself 
nil the fiSth we had got at the ,·ilInge. nnd after 
making n hCllxty met\l ofr thcrn. he feU asleep: while 
he WI\::;, snoring hy my side. the remainder of the fish 
attro.ctcJ my notice, and not feeling half satisfie<l 
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with the' yam he had gi\f(ill me, I felt an irresistible 
inclination to taste them. Conscience acquittecl me 
on the score of hunger, and hinted, tha.t. such an 

* opportunity should Dot be lost j and ilccordingly, I 
.... ery quickly demolished two small ones. .Altho~h 
entirely' raw, they were delicious, and I do not re* 
member to have enjoyed anything with a. better 
relish in all my life. 

There is scarcely a spot. of dry land to be seen any­
where) all is covered with ,,'ater and mangrove:trees. 
After rema.ining about half an hour here, we again 
weDt forward, and at seven in the evening, arrived in 
the Second Brass River, which is a large branch of 
the Quorra. W'c kept our course down it about due 
south, and half an hour afterwards, I heard the 
welcome sound of t.he surf on t.he beach. We still" 
cont.inued onwards, and at a qumier before eight in 
the evening, we made our canoe fast to a t·ree for the 
night, on the west bank of the .rhet. 

T/lUnday, Novemher 18tk - This morning, I 
found my clothes as thoroughly wct from the effects 
of the dew', as if I had been lying in the river all 
night instead of the conoe. Tills was disagreeable 
enough, but I bad gone through.n.s bad before;-and a 
short time l flattered myself would put an end to aU 
such b'ouble. At five in the morning, we let go the 
rope from the tree, and took our course in a westerly 
direction up a creek. At seven we arriyoo in tho 
main branch of the Quorra, willch is called the river 
NUD, or the First Brass River, banng entored it 
opposite to a large branoh, which King Boy informed. 
me runs to Benin. The direction of the river Nun 
was bere nearly north and south, and we kept on our 

.. course do\\'"U the stream. 
About a. quarter of an bour after we had entered 

the river Nlm, we descried, at a. distance before us, 
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two \'cssels lying at anchor. The emotions of delight 
which the sight of them occasioned nre quite beyond 
my powers of description. Tho nearest to us "-0.5 0.. 

schooner, a Spanish slave-yessel, whose captain we 
had seen nt Drnss town. Our canoe was quickly 
by her side, and I wcut on bonrd. The captain 
l'{!ccivcd me yory kindly. and inrited me to take some 
spirits-and-water with him. IIe complained sadly of 
the siukly state of the creW', asserting that the river 
wo.s extromely unhealthy, and that he bad only ~en 
in it ai..'I: weeks. in which time he had lost a.s many 
men, The remainder of his ere,,', consisting of thirt)· 
},ersous, were in such 0.. reduced state, that they were 
ISl'arcely able to lUOye, and \Yore lying a.bout his decks 
.more resembling skelotons than liywg llorsons. I 
could do no good hero, so I took my lenye of tho 
capta.in, and returued into the canoe. 

\Yc now direl·ted our courso to tllO English brig. 
which wn::; lying about three hundred yards lower 
down the river. IIa,ing reached hcl', with feelings 
of ddigut, minglcd with doubt, I wcut on board. 
11el'e I found cyerything in as sad a. condition as I 
had in the schooner: four of tho crew had just died 
of feyer: four more, which completed the whole. were 
lyiug sick in their hammocks. and the captain appeared 
to be in the yory IMt stage of illness. He .had 
rccovcred from a SCH'I'C attack of fcnr, and had 
~\ltr('r~d a rdaI'M' in consequence of haying cxposed 
himsolf too soon. which had nl'arh been ft\tnl to him. 
I no\\" stated to him who I wus, explained my situn· 
tiOll to him. as fully a~ I could. nml ball my instructions 
l't'ad to him lly ono of his 0'1\11 people. that he might 
$CC I was not imposing ou him. I then rcqucstetl 
that he woulll rC\lccm us by paying what had becn 
dl'Ulandcd bJ King Boy: and assured him that 
'whatcwr he might glYC to him Oll our account. 
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I would certainly be repaid him by the British go,'ern· 
ment. To my utter surprise and consternation, he 
flatly refused to gi\'c (l, single thing; ond ill (l.nd weak 
as he was, made usc of t.he most offensive tlud 
shameful oaths lover heard. It If you think," said 
he, <I that you have a -_ fool to deal with, you 
are mistaken; I'll not g ive a b--y flint for your 
bill, I would gi\'e Dot a -- for it." Petrified with 
amazement, and horror-struck at such conduct, I 
sbrbnk from him with teITor. I could scarcely 
belie"e what I had heard, till my curs were nssailed 
by n. repetition of the same. Disappointed beyond 
meMUl'C by such brutal conduct from one of my own 
countrymen, I could not hrwc believed it possible: 
my feelings totally overpowered me~ and I wns ready. 
to sink witl} grief and shame. I returned to the 
canoe, undetermined how to nct, or what course to 
pursue. Ne\'cr in my life did I feel such humiliation 
us at this moment. In our ~way through the country 
we had been treated woll ; we had been in the habit 
of making such presents as had been expected from 
us ; and, abovo all, we had maintained our character 
among the oati"es, by keeping our promises. This 
was now 00 longer in my power, as my means were 
all expended; nod when, as n last, and, as I had 
imagined, a cel'taiu resource, I had promised the 
price of OUl" rnnsom should be paid by the fin>t of our 
countrymen that we migbt meet with, on the bost 
of all secUl"i tics, to be thus refused nod dishonoured 
by him, would, I koe,,~, degrade us wdly in the 
opi nion of the natives, if i~ did not lessen ns in 
OlIr own. 

As there were no hopes that the captain of this 
"essel would pay nnything for us, I went on board 
again, and told King Boy that he must take us to 
J)OllUY, as plenty of English ships were there, " No, 
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no," said he, "dis cap.tnin no Vay, Bonny captain no 
pay, I won't take you any farther. 11 A:z. this would 
not do, I again had recourse to the captniu, and im· 
plol"oJ. him to do something for Ole j teUing him that 
if he would let me have only ton muskets, Boy roight 
be contont wi.th thero, when he found that he could 
get nothing else. The ouly reply I received was, 
" I hlWO told you already I will not let you havo 
even a flint! so bother me 00 more. " " But I hnye a 
brother, and eight peOI)le at Brass town," I said to 
him i "nn(t if you do not intend to pay King Boy. 
at least persuade him to bring them bero, or else he 
will poi~on or stnrre my brother before I can get 
any assistance from a man·of.war, and sell all my 
peopte." The only answer I received was, "If you 
can got them on board, I will take them away; but, 
as I havo told you beforo, you do not got 0 flint from 
me. " I then ondeuvourcd to persuade Boy to go 
bock for my people. and that he sIi'luld be paid some 
time 01" other. .. Yes," said the eaptllin, H make 
haste l\l\d bring them. " Boy very naturally required 
somi of his goods before he went. and it was with no 
:-\1Uoll difficulty I prevailed on him aften-.nrds to go 
without them. 

Tho eoptaiu of tho brig now inquired what men 
I had: otHl, 011 my telling him that I had two seamen, 
Ilud thr('e othl'l"8 who might be useful to him in work· 
ing hi~ y\~~<l~1. his tone and manner toward~ roo 
soft('nl'd ;\ littll~. IIo agreC\l wi.th me that they might 
be lI::1l'ful iu getting tho brig out of tho river, as half 
~lf hi:-:.- crew were dend. nnd tho other half sick; so 
I took courl\ge. and asked him for Il. piece of bed to 
1ieud to my broth('r. IUHl a small quantity of rum, 
which he readily gaTe me. I knew that my brother, as 
well n~ mys"U·. much needed (\ change' of lineo. but 
I could not Y('nture to ask such a thing frol11 the 
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captain with much hopes of success; so the cook of 
the brig, appearing to be a respech,ble sort of man, 
I applied to him, nnd he produced instantly three 
white shirts. King Boy was now ready to depart, 
not a little discontented, tlud I sent my ma.n into 
his canoe with the few things I had been able t.o 
obtain, nnd n, note for my brother. I desil'ed him 
to gi\'e Allt0n10 au order on any English captain thnt 
he might find a.t Bonny, for his wages, and also ODe 

fOl' the Damuggoo people, that. they might I"Cceive 
the small present I had promised to their good old 
chief, who had treated us so well. At two ill the 
afternoon King Boy left me, promising to return with 
Illy brother find people in three days, but grumbling 

V :1t not haxing been paid his goods. 
J now endeavoured to make mysclf as comfortable 

as I could ill tha yessel ; and, thinking that the cap­
tain might change his behariour towards me when he 
got better. J determined t.o ha,'e as little to say to 
him till then as possible. 

Friday. J.Vovember 19t1t.-'fhis morning, Captain 
Lake seemed to be IJluch better, and I ventured to 
ask him for a change of linen, of which r was jll 

great Wilnt. fIe readily complied wi.th my request, 
a.nd I enjoyed a, lu...'\":ury which I had not experienced 
iL long time. In the cow-so of the morning I con­
versed ,,-ith him about our travels in the country, and 
related the whole particulars of the mA,unel' in which 
we had been attacked and plundered at Kinee. 
1 explained to him how King Boy had saved us from 
sboYery ill the Eboe country, and how much we felt 
indebted to him for it. I cndea,oured to lll11)l'CSS 
this on his mind particu.lo.rly, as r still hoped to bring 
him round to pay Boy who.t I had promised him. 
Having lo.id nil before him, as fully n-s I was able, 
and pointed out to him the bad opinion Boy would 
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havo of ue, nml the injurious tendency towards Eng­
lishmen in general that would result from not keeping 
om word with him, wmch it was in his power to 
euable us to do, I aooked him to giye me ten muskets 
foo' my bill on govornment. lle had listened to my 
story with attention, but I uo sooner advanced my 
wants, thtUl, with a furious oath, he repented his 
refusal; and finding him as determined as ever he 
lu,J. beoll, r mentioned it no more, lIe moreover 
told rue, in tho most unkind and pctulnnt manner, 
•. If your brother nUll people are not here in tln-ce 
UtlyS. I go without thero, .. This I belim'ed he would 
not do, as the men would be of seniea to him i but 
I had BOY'I:! promise that they should be with me at 
thl\t time. 

In the middlo of the day, the pilot, who had 
bl'Ought th~ vessel into the river. carne on board, fmd 
domanded l'"ytnent for it, which gavQ me an oppor­
tunity of s('cing morc of the disposition of Mr. Lake. 
The pilot had no sooner maue his busine known, 
thal\ Luke- fit'" into it yiolcnt mge. cursing him and 
l\bu~iug him in the most disgusting language he could 
u~~; he refused to pay him anything whatever. and 
ordc-red him to go out of the ship immediately. 
\Yhethcr Lake was right 01' wrong in this, I know 
not, hut I was shocked at hi~ expressions; and the 
llilot rduchmtly went awn)'. threatening thot h~ 
would Rink hi~ yt}ssel if he oftereu to le:we the river 
without pilying him his due. I was rather sUlllrised 
to henr suc-h Inngmlg(' from tho pilot, and doubted 
hi!!. Ult}nnill.g'. till r f.mnd that hc bad a battery of 
.:Icycu bras!\ gUllS .It the town 011 tb ... castcrn siue of 
tb\.' flYCr. ncar its cntnmee, which, if wc-lllUlmR~d, 
l.Ui.~ht l:I~m rrot.lucc- tha.t e[cet. This town. a~ 
lh.'fof'(' obH .. 'nc-u, is UIl.O\c-t.l Pilots' Town. being the 
c:-\tl,\bli~hcd rc-siu('uc(' of tho~c who conduct ycs:;c-6 
\w\.'r the bur, 
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Saturday, November 20th. - Captain Lake con· 
tinues to recover from his illness. This morning I 
asked him if he would take us to Fernando Po when 
we left the river. This he refused, saying that the 
island had been given up. t.bat there was not a single 
white man on it, and that lye could get no assist.ance 
there; but tllat if all my people should arri,'e Py the 
morning of the 23d, he would land us at BimUa, a 
small island in the river Cameroons, whither he ·was 
going to complete his cargo; and at this island he 
said I should find a white man, who keeps a store for 
Captain Smith. I wa-s quite satisfied wit.h this 
arrangement, feeling assured that I should get every~ 
thing I migbt want from him. 

My chief concern was about my brothel', and I 
t;/' much feared that the vessel would sail without him, 

for there was no dependence on the captain, so little 
did he care for us, or the object of our visit.ing t.he 
country. I took nn oppor~\mity of begging him, in 
the eyent of illy brother aod the men not arriving by 
the 23d, to wait a little longer for them; asserting, fit ­
the same ~ime, that if he went a.way without them t.hey 
would be assW'odly starved, or sold as slaves, before I 
could returll to them with assistance. I might ha.ye 
jl\st as well fi,ddl'essea myself to tJle wincL H lCan't 
help it, I shall wait no longer," ·was the only reply 
1le made me, ill a. surly, hasty tone, whioh cOllYinced 
me that all attempts to roason with him wou.ld be 

fl'ui~et~~~ afternoon, the chief mato and three K~oo-­
men were seut a.way by his direction to sound tho 
bar of the river, in order to know \Yhe~her there was 
sufficient. depth of water for t.he yessel to pass over it .. 
The pilot, who had been dismissed so peremptorily 
yesterday, was determined to have his revenge, and 
being naturally on the look-out, bad observed t.he 
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ruovoments of Lho bont. So ftwow·o.ble an oppor­
tunity was not to be lost; and accordingly, watching 
hor, he despa.tchcd an aJ'Dlcd canoc, and intercepted 
hor return at the mouth of illC river. The ma.te of 
the brig and one of the Krooman we-re quickly made 
prisoners and conveyed to the Pilot's Town, and the 
boat with the remainder scnt baek with 0. message to 
the captain, that they would not be given np until the 
pilotage Rhould bQ puid. Luke must baye felt annoyed 
fit this; but wheth~r he did or not, he treated it with 
the g reatest indifference, sllying tha.t be did not care j 

he would go to sea v.-ithout his mate or the Krooman 
either, and thll.t he wa.s determined not to pay the 
pilotage. 

Sund(I!I. lVot'ember 21st. - Nothing remarkable 
occurred to-day. My thoughts were entirely occu­
pied by my brothOl', and I folt very an..\.;ous for his 
return, 

.lUonday, lVoumiJer 22d. - My anxiety for my 
brother's liuu oty mnd" lUe very unhappy. and I was 
on tho look-out tho wholo day for him and our men. 
Loke. obsef,,{ng the distress I was in, told me not to 
trouble myself any mON about them; adding, that' he 
was sure he was dead. Rnd that I need not e)."}lect 
to sec him again. .. If he had been alive," said \ 
Lake, .• ho would have been here by this time; to­
morrow morning I ~hruJ. lell.ye the river." Such 
uu.fecling !lull inhumtUl conduct from this man only 
tended to inc~a~c nw di:lllike for him. and without 
pt'~;ng him any Il.tte-otioo I kept looking out for my 
pnrty. Such wa~ my nn.:cicty. that I was on the 
look-out long afte-r dark, and could not sleep all 
night. 

Tuada'y, )'Y ol't!?lIht-r 23d.-This morning, to my 
gre~\t joy, and to the Olortific:l.tiou of Lake, the sea 
breez(' was so strong. that it miscd a considerable surf 

'01., U. Y 
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on the bal'l and ptevented us from getting out. This 
was nn nnxious time, and the whole of the clay my 
eyes ,vere I'ivetted La the ])nrt of the river where I 
kl~ew n~y b~other roust come, w'itbout my sceing any­
thmg of him. The day passed away in tedious 
watching. llud the nigbt was far spent ,rithout my 
seeing him. About midnight, I saw several large 
canoes making theil' way over to tIle west bank of 
tbe l'iYer, in one of wbich Iimngined that. I could 
distinguish luy brother. I observed them S001l after 
land, and saw, by the fires ,,-hich they made, tbllt they 
bud encamped under some mangrove trees. All my 
feat·s and apprehensions vanished in an instant, and I 
was overjoyed with the thoughts of mecting my 
brother in the morning. 

1:[1he captain of the brig, haYing observed them, 
~uddellly exclaimed, "Now we shaH have u little 
fighting to-monow; go you uud loud seventcen 
muskets, and put five buck-shot into each. I will 
take carc that the cannOD shall be loaded to the 
muzzle with balls aud flints, nnd if there is nny row, 
r will give them such a scouring as they ue\'cr Jlo.d." 
He tl) en dit'ected we to place the musket.s and cut. 
lasses out of sight, near the stern of the vcssel; and 
said to me, "The inst-ant that yom' peo})le come on 
board, call them aft, and let tllCm sta.nd by the a.rms. 
Tell them, if there is nny row, to urm themselves 
directly, find dr.ive all tho Bl'ass people overboard." 
1'his wus snu.Hnary work with fL vengeance, and 
everything betokened that Lake was in earnest. I 
snw clearly that he "'as resolved on adopting sevcre 
measures, and he avpeared to possess all the deter­
mination necesstu'Y to cafry them through. 

I could not help feeling otherwise than distressed 
and ashtllned of letwing the Drq.ss people in this 
mfinner, but I had no alternativo. There was no one 
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to whom I could np.ptr for assist once in my pl'~scnt 
situation except the captain of this yossel, and to him 
I had applied in vain. My entreaties were thrown 
away on him; and cycn the certainty of an ample 
recomponse by tho British goYernmcnt, which I had 
held out to him. hnd been treated with contempt. I 
had no hopes, therofore. from this qumier. Boy had 
rofused to tl,ko U~ to Donny. asserting, that if he 
(loutd not be paid. here, he should not be there. 
and to go hack to Bmss-town would be deliberately 
l'otul'uing to sto.rnlltion: my Inst resource, therefore. 
was to })ut the hest fnce on the business tJlat I could. 
and as no other plnn was loft me, to get away hy fnir 
lUenos or foul. nnu let the blame fall where it was 
incurl'{~d. 

W'edlAesdo!/. N'ru:embel" 24th.- This morning n.t 
day-brenk I was on the look-out fOl' my brotnel". nod 
obsen'I.'d him IHld the people get into the Clllloe. 

They were no !'Iooner embarked thWl they aU landed 
ngain. which I could Ilccount for io no other W:ly 

th.m by l'mpposing thl\t it ""as the intention of Boy 
to keep them on ~horc until he had receiyed his 
!;1'oods. I was not long in this stt\te of anxiety. for 
at about SCYC1l o'clock they embarked. and were 
brought on boa.rd. ~ 

My brother'~ journal. which here follows. contain~ 
au account 1.11' the ",·eut ... w'hil.'h fell under his notice 
I\t nra~'1~town. aud his procecllings during the time 
we were absent from each other . 

.. lJ ~ed'lt',dil.'I . ... \ '(u't'mh r j (th.-This Ulorning Dly 
hrother, Iltt(lud('d by Olll' of our meo, quitted this 
town with King R(lY and suite, lcayiog the remainder 
{If tb(l party and n~J~df behinu, IlS host{lg('s for the 
fulfilment of the conditions wlil.,h we entered into 
with him in the Rhoc countr.y. For myself. though 

r :1 
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grcitly chagrined at this unforeseen arrangement. I 
could not from my beart altogether condemn the 
framel' of it, for it is quite natural to suppose that a 
~aragc should distrust the promises of Europeans, 
when he himself is at all times guilty of breach of 
faith and trust, not only in his trading transactions 
with foreigners, but llkewisc in familiar intercourse 
with his own people. Forday is the cause of it, and 
110 displays all the artifice, chicanery, and low cun­
ning of a crafty a,nd corrupt mind. Therefore, after 
a moment's reflection, I "as Dot much surprised at the 
step which King Boy has taken, nor can I bever), a~OTy 
with him; and I am resolved to wait with composure 
his return, nnd, consequently, my release from this 
miserable place, though I have begun to consider 
with serlou!'ness what will become of us in the e.ent 
of Lake's refusal to honour the bill which we have 
sent him, Besides, I am rather uneasy on our 
people's account, for during these two or three days 
past they ha\Te had scarcely anything to eat, and we 
:lre now left entirely destitute, nor do I know where 
to obtain relief, The Damuggoo people ore with us 
likewise, and they are interested in my brother's 
return equally ns much as myself, Instead of being 
OUI' guides and protector's, these poor creatures have 
shored in out' calamity i their little all has either been 
lost or stolen, or else expended in provisions; and, 
like us, they are reduced to great distress and 
wretchedness, They will remain bere in order to 
receive the few things 'Which we have promised them 
and their chief j but. shou1d Loke object to port with 
his goods, we shall giye them a note to the master 
of ony Englisb vessel at Bonny, whither they are 
destined to go, requesting him to pay the poor 
strangers their demands. 

" Tl1U1'sday, Nooembcr 18t/t.-After a good denl 
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of solicita.tion and importunity, wo receiyed t.his 
moru.iug four small Jl\.DlS fl'om the wives of King 
Dol', wllo informed us tllat the same number of 
ytlJ.llS will be given us daily . Our people, having 
nothing else to ea.t, made a. kind of broth of this 
vegatable: at first., it was, of course, 0. most insipid 
n).css, but with the addition of l\ little solt, it is 
rendered more palatable. 'Vo sent to King Forday 
in tho aftornoon, for n few plantnins, or anything 
thnt could be eaten; but the gloomy old savage 
shook his head, folded his nrms, and refused. All 
our peoille complaining this eyening of hunger, 
languor. and indisposition. For myself I am fast 
recovering . 

•• Friday • .J.Yot'emht.'1· 19th.-'fhe ma.n that decom· 
po.ui.ed lUy brother to the brig ill the riYer returned 
this nftol'lloon without him, and gONO me the follow. 
ing lotter from my brother, which is da.ted from 

'Bra$$ River, NovtNnlH1r lSth, 1830 . 

• DE_Ul. J OU~.-You will be surprised to learn that 
did not nrri,'c here till this morning: when I caDle 

ou board. I cxpc.ricnccci a ycry cool recbption from 
Lake. the master. He is appareutly in the last ~t.\ge 
of fovor ; but though in 50 alarming n state. he told 
roo "ith 0.0 oath. after I had mad~ my business known 
to him. tha.L ho would not giyc a -- flint for ~\ny 
goyermucut bill whate)'er: as for King Boy, he 
8Woro thnt he would rather scud him to the-­
than gh'e him anything. You mny guess my emo­
tion ou this iutcUigcnce-I knew not what to say or 
do. I wi3hc~l to return to .Br:\~s with King Boy, tm(l 
l)ropo~cJ. hig taking us to Bonny. where I told him 
thllt I had no doubt w..:: should be more kindly 
rccci\'Cd; but Do\'" auswered. that if Lako. who is i;\ 
ills own riYcr, rcf~sc to pay hilll, how could bc expect 



326 RICruRD LA.!\DEn's LET'TER. 

to be paid in a strange country? Therefore he 
would DOt. take me fmm the vessel. In this dilemma 
r remonstrated earnestly with Lake, wbo bas at 

v length agreed to tampel' with Boy. and promises tc II 
euter into an arrangement with him for the payment 
of the debt, as soon as be shall have brought you and 
the people in safety to the vessel, but not till then. I 
Poor Boy looked. sullen and disconcerted at tbis pro­
poso.l, though he has agreed to act as desired. My 
dear brother, 1 have little news to tell you from 
England, because the captain's manners nrc uncivil 
and repulsive, and I do not like to weary bim with 1 
superll.uous questions in the prescnt irritable state of 1 
his feelings j I can only learn-and I tell you of it \' 
with deep sorrow- that our good King George is . 
dead. I herewith send you a piece of beef nnd a 
bottle of rum, wblcb have cost me much pains to pro· 
cure, but I knew hO\V' greatly all of you stood in need 
of something, nnd therefore I have sacrificed my I 
feelings to necessity. I am sorry that I cannot fulfil 
Illy promise of sending you wearing apparel; ll. couple I 
of shirts, which belonged to a 3caman who died lately. 
is all thnt I can get. I suppose you willlea,'c Brass. I 
town t.o-morrow eycniog; ill that case you will beJyith 
me on Saturday, and it is needless to say I shall wait 
your arrival here with impatience. Lake is extremely I 
peevish and ill-tempered; but, as I ha"e already told 
you, he is ularmingly ill, and therefore every allow-
ance is to be made for him, of course. His mate and 
great part of his crew ha'·e died of fe,'er, and the: 
others (except two) are either down with the same 
disorder, or slo'l'"ly recovering from the effects of it.-
I am, &c., .!cc., I R. LA~mER.'. 

"~othing could exceed my regret and conster­
nation ou the perusal of this lettcr j and somehow, 1. 



A.lmost dl'~nded to meet with King Boy. \VeIl know­
ing how much it would influence hi", be1lfl.\'1.0U1' 
towards us, we hnd beeu careful to ropresent to thnt 
iTHliviclua l tho thnuks and cheN'iog which he would 
recein) from our cowltrymen the moment he should 
tako liS on board the English brig; that he would be 
tiwou\"cd nnd caressed beyond meUS\Il'e, anel receivo 
pleuty of beef, brend, and rum. His fuce useu to 
shino with delight on anticipating so hl.';:urious n 
trell.t j antI he hnJ uniformly been in n. better humoul' 
nftor li:3teoing; to these promises of ours, thnn a.ny­
th ing oLse could havo made him. r.J'he contrast 
between his u-ctunl rcception au bourd the 1'hO'J11Q$, 

nnd lha! which his own fancy and on}" repeated 
n~s\U'i\UCC8 had tt\ught him to expect, was too dread. 
ful to think on oven i\ moment; and for this reason, 
~IS much t\$ uny other, I looked forwurd with some­
thing of npprehension Hnd anxiety to an intcnlcw 
with thi~ sfiYllge; because I kill'''", that after the 
cutting di~rpoiutm('ut which he had experienced. he 
would be under the inftucDce of strongly excited 
teL,lings l\1ul storDlY p:l!lsions, over which he exercises 
no control. I was C01lYiucoo too, th[l,t the whole weight· 
of hi/:!. rc.sentment, :md th!! fUl'Y of his l'nge. would f"ll 
upou me, for I am complctoly in his power, 

.. 'l'h(' interesting moment at length arriYcd. "'e 
hC'nrd hi.ng Boy quarrelling with his women, oud 
oftcrwnrds walking through their nportmeuts toward::; 
o\tr$, muttering I\~ he wcut aloug. Ill' entered it. 
oUll s too<l $till. I "US reposing. ns I usually do for 
the grcnt('r lHlI't of tho dllY. upon n mat which is 
plt\ccd (11\ the 8~'Ot of wd cluy ; but on pCI'('ciYlug 
him. I liftcu my hct\tl without nri"iug. and recliD~'d 
it Oll my hantl . IIe looked fisedly upon mt'. and I 
returned his ghmcc with the same unshriukiug sted· 
f:\s tl\c~s. But his dark cyc "1.\$ flashing with unger; 
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"whilst his upturned lip, wbicb ex:posed his white 
teeth, quin::red wit.h pnssion, No face in the world 
could convey more forcibly to the mind the feeling 
of contempt and bitter scorn, tIl an the distorted one 
before me. It was dreadfully c::tpressive. Drawing 
up t.he left angle of his mDuth on a parallel with his 
eyes, he broke silence ,nth a sneering, long-drawn 
'Eh!' and, almost choked with rage, he cursed me; 
nnd in a tone and manner which it is infinitely out 
of my power to describe, be spoke to the following 
effect :-( You arc thief man; English captain no 
wilL You assured me, when I took you from the 
Eboe country. thnt he would be overjoyed to see me, 
nnd give me plenty of beef and rum; I received from 
him neither the ono nor the other. Eb! English 
captain no will. I gave :1 quantity of goods to free 
you fl·om the slavery of Ohie; I took you into my 
own canoe; you were hungry, nnd I gave you yam 
nnd nsh; you were aJmost nnked; I was sorry to see 
you so, because you were white men and strangers; 
and I gave each of you a red cap and n silk handker. 
chief. But you are no good-you Ilre thief roall. 
Eh! English captain no ,,;11; he no wiU. You also 
told me that your countrymen would do this (taking 
off his cap and flourishing it in circles over his head), 
and cry Hun-a, hurra., on receiving me on board their 
vessel; you promised my wife n. necklace, and my 
father four ba.rs. But Eh! English captain no will ; 
he teU me he no will; yes, I will sat.isfy your hunger 
'n;th plenty more of my fish and yams; and your 
thirst will I quench with rum and palm.wine. Eh! 
you thief mnD, you are DO good i English captain no 
will ! ' He then stamped ou the ground, and gnash­
ing at me with his teeth, like a dog, he cursed me 
again find again. 

II It is true, I did not feel perfectly easy at this 
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severe rebuke, ond under such taunting reproaches; 
but I refrained from giving utterance to 3. single v 
thought till niter he had concluded his abuse and 
nnatbematising, lind a spirited person been in my 
situation, he might have knocked bim down, and 
might htwo had his head ,taken oft' for his pains j but 
ns for roe, all such kind of spirit is gone out of me 
entirely. Besides, we had unintcntionnlly deceived 
King Boy, and I also bore in mind the kindness which 
he had dono us in ransoming us from u. state of slavery. 
Most of what he had asserted was unquestionably true; 
nl1d in some measure, I wos deserving his SCYcrcst 
reprehension and lli!l.plcQ!l.UTc. 

"The fw'Y of Boy bo.,;ng-been somewhat appeased 
by my silenco find submission as \\~en ns by his own 
cxtrnordiunry nnd violent agitation, I ventured mildly 
t.o M~\U'() him, on the 8trength of my brother's letter, 
thn.t his suspicions wore entircly groundless; that Mr. 
L(Lkc hlld certainly n lCill or inclintltion to enter into 
arrangements with. him for the pt\)"1lll.mt of hh just 
domands: and thnt when he should cOllvey our people 
nnd myself to the Tlwmas, everything would be settled 
to his complete sntisft\ction. He half believed, bnlf 
mistt"lIgtcu my wordg; and shortly after\yards quitted 
tJ\\~ ai'i\rtruC'nt. thrN\touing. howover, tha.t we should 
not l~twe Bt:l~:s till it suited his own pleasure and 
conYl~nicnl·c . 

.. It i!'l really (\ ruoet humiliating reflection. that 
wo nrc rcducCll to the contemptible subterfuges of 
dcc('it nml t;u80hood. in 0("(101' to Cl\ITy a. point which 
might so easily hlWC boen gnined by straightforward 
integrity. But Lake's conduct has left us no alter­
lUltive: aml whatewr my opinion of that indi.idual 
Ulll)" bl~, ho must !lourcly be destitute of a.U the manly 
eha.t"i).ctl'ristic8 ()f 1\ British seaman. n:->. well as of the 
lllQro gcnol'Ous f~\.\lings of our commOll nature, to be 



330 JO".J.~ LANDER'S KARIlATIYE. 

guilt)', on n sick-bed, of nn action' which might, £01· 
aught he knew or cnred, produce the most serious 
consequences to his unfortunate countrymen in D. 

savage land, by exposing them to th(l wretchedness 
of want and the miseries of slavery, to mockery, 
ill-usage, contempt, and scorn; and even to death 
itself. 

"Satw·day, lVovember 20tk.-Kiug Bo), has not 
visited _us to-day, though we have received the 
ellStomary allowance of four yams from his women. 
In addition to which; Addizettu made us a. present 
of half a dozen this morning, as au acknowledgment 
for the benefit she had derived from a dose of 
laudanum ,,'hicIt I ga,'e her last night for the pur­
pose of removing pain from the lower regions of the 
stomach, tL complaint by ,,'bich sh(l says she is 
occasionally visited. People nrc in better spirits 
this evening, on account of the increased quantity of 
yams received. 

<l Sunda!!, llovember 21sl.-This morning I dis­
missed the_ poor Damuggoo people with a note to 
the master of either of the English vessels lying in 
the Bonny river, requesting him to give the bearers 
three barrels of gunpowder, and tL few rouskets .... on 
tho faith of his being paid for the same by his 
Mn.jesty's government. They left Brass in their 
own cano~, quite dejected and out of beart; and 
Antonio, the young man who \'olunteerod to accom­
pany us from his Majesty's brig Clinker, at Badagr)" 
wcnt along with them on his return to his conntry, 
from which be bas been absent two or three years. 
He is brother to the present, and son of the Inte king 
of Donny. 

".iVO'llday, l!tovem/;er 22nd. - One or two crafty 
little urchins, who nre slaves to King Boy, Jlave 
brought us a few pumtnills «HIny as a gift. They 
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lw,d been ongaged in pilfering tobacco-leaves from an 
utljoiuing il.partmcnt. to which our people wero wit­
nesses; and tho juvenile depredators, fenring the 
consequences of a disclosw'e, bribed them to secrcsy 
iu the manner already mentioncd. Boy's women 
rul\'e nlso bcen guilty, during the temporary absence 
of their lont lUtel muster. of stcaling a. quantity of 
rum from tho ::Itore-room. and distributing it among 
their friends and I\('quaintanco j and they have ro­
tlOl'tcu. to tho same plan as the bo.rs to prevent the 
exposme which they dreaded. One of them, who 
ncb as duenna, is the favourite and confidante of Doy, 
nnd sbe wcors tl bunch of keys round her neck in 
token of hor authority. She -has likewi::le the Ci\re 
of all hoI' mastc. .. 's effects j nnd as a fnrther mark of 
J.i~tinction. she is allowed the priyilcge of using a 
walking-stick with 0. knob at the euu, which is her 
l'ous-taut C'Ompa,niou. This woman is exceedingly 
good-naturell. Dnd indulges our m.:u with a. glass or 
two of rum C'-ClTY dny . 

.. Ln~t evening King Boy, stripped to the skin, 
nnd hllving his body most hideously mm'ked, ran 
about the town like n maniac. with l\ spear in his 
hand, caUiog lonUly on his Diu-Dju~' nnd uttering 
:~ wild, frantic CfY at every COl'llor. It appcan>, that 
one of hi~ ft\thef'~ wires had been strongly suspected 
of ndult01'OllS iutl'feourse with a freo mau residing ill 
th" towu: uml that this stnUlge weans WfiS a.dopted, 
in pUfsuance of au aucient cllstom, to apprise the 
illhnbit.\uh publit.'ly of the eirCuOlstanco, and implore 
the coullsd tmd nssistancc of the god at the cXl\mi­
nution (If the partics. This morning th(' male 
aggressor Was found dead, huYing swallowed poison, 
it i~ bdicwd. to avoid n worse ki.nd of dt'ath ; Bnd 
the priest dcdaring his opinion of the guilt of the 
~uni\'ing p,ut:-. $hc Wt\S imUl('J.io.td.)~ sentenced to be 
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drowned. ThCl'cfore, tlliB nfternoon tho i1I~fo.tcd 
woman waR lied hrmJ and foot, nnd conveyed in a, 

canoe to tile main lJody of the dve!', into which Rhe 
waR tlmJWJl without hCBitllt.ion, 0. weight ()( Bom f~ 
kind hrwing l)(wJ1 fastened to her fcot f(Jr Lhc ],UrpOfIO 
of f1inking her. Sho met her death wit11 incrcdihlc 
nrmncBB anli rCJWIlJtiQJ1. 'rho flUpC,I'lltitlOUI) peoplo 
believe, that had tllO dcccnaad l)eon inllocent of tho 
crime laid to }lcr (i})(lrgc, the!)' god wl)l.Ild ho.ve Rrwcd 
her life, even after flhc had liMn flung in/.(l the "iver ; 
hut IJClCO-UfIC Rhe porifdl(!d, her guilt if~ with them IIIl H 

fJucBlioJlal)ly attoBted. 'rho mothol' (Jf the dN!CO.fwd 
ia mJt allowed to diapla.y any Rigllf! of Borrow OJ' 
HadrJclH~ at the untimely dellth of hoI' daughter; COl' 
wel'f; aho to do RO, tho anm(.1 dreadful puni"hmenL 
would be inHicLed upon her; 'for,' Imy the J3nlHI:I 
people, I jf I).. parent Bhould mourn nnd weep ovor Lho 
faLe of a chi1(] t;,l'llilty of 80 hoinOUH n crim(:, lye Rhould 
pronouncc Imr instantly to bo M cI'iminnl nil IlOr 
dang-htm', nnd to }mvo tokm\Jed hel' O(!OIlCO, But if, 
on tho contrary, Rho bctrn.YB IlO mnt.CrJlnJ t(mdOJ'nCIlIi, 
nor howail her lJorcavement in L(!UI'B fUld gl'Of\.UH, W{~ 

Bbould then conchJllo IJlJr lo ho clltiraly ignol'nnt of 
tho whole trnnRtlcli(}n; Shf; would thu8 give a tncjt 
ru:Jmowledgmcnt to lho jllRtico of hoI' Bontenec, rl.nd, 
rcjoice to bo rid of an olJjoot tllllt would only unt/lll 
cJiHgt'll.ce on hor fIR long IlS Hho Ji vc/I.' 

u Ollr people 0.1'0 hc(:omo hGarlily tired of tho;,' 
8iLu.ntion, and jmr,ationt lo 1)0 gOJlQ, 'Phey WOl'/' 
rogal(:d witl) fln oxLJ'Jl qU1Lntity of nun lalit OVlJllillg', 

by their f(.imo.lc fl'icnd, tho duonll(l.. i whon thoir grluv­
nOMH JlPpCtlring to t.hoJrl in (1 m OI'Q odi(JUIi light thn.n 
evor, tlley ha.d Lho courago to go in 11 body ttl J(ing' 
Boy,_ l.<) domand nn explallation of J.ifj i/Jt~flLioJlJj 
townrdflc thorn. 'Phoy told him, indignanUy, ($Itlll)l' lo 
convoy them to the English hrlg, or fIc~11 tlwm fop 
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slavcs to the Spaniards; fOf1 • said they, we would 
rathe.r lose onr liberty than be kept here to. die of 
hunger. Boy returned them an equivocating answer. 
but treated them much less roughly t,han I had rea.soo 
to anticipate. Aftcnvards, I went lll.yself to t.he 
fIlLmc indi"idurur and "ith a similar motiyo; but for 
some time I had no opportunity of conversing with 
him. It is a kind of holiday hero, and most of the 
Brass people, with their chiefs, are merry with io­
to::dcation. As well as I Call understand, during t.he 
earlier part of the day they were engaged in a solemn 
l'cligious obserYt\nce; and since then' King Forday 
hns publicly abdicated in fayour of Boy, who is his 
eldest son. I disCO\fetcd those individtlills in a court 
anuc..-..:ed to tho habitation of the former, surrounded 
by a great number of individuals wit,h bottles, glasses, 
and decanters a.t their feet; they wero all in n state 
of drunkenness, more or less; and all had their faces 
and bodies chalked o,~er in rude .md vnrious charac­
ters. Forday, alone. sut in a chair; Boy w-as at his 
side; and the OiliCX8. iUllOOgst whom were our friend 
Guu, and a drummer, were sitting around on blocks 
of wood. a.nd on the trunk of a fallen tree. The 
chai..l'man deliyercd n. long oration, but he was too 
tipsy. and pcrho.ps too full of days, to spe3ik with 
gro.cc. anirolltion. or power, therefore his eloquence 
wnoS not v~ry persuasiye. nod his nodding hea.rers, 
\wct'CQmc with drow"sincss, listened to him with 
SCtlrcely flour o.ttontiou. 'I'hey smiled. howeyer. and 
lilughcll occasionally; but I could not find out why 
they diu so ; I don't think thoy themsoh-cs eoulJ tell. 
r.J'h~ olU chief wore an English superfine beaV"er hat, 
and an old jacket thut onco belonged to a priYate 
soldier; but the latter was so small, that ho was ablo 
l)nh to tbnlst :\0 arm into Qne of its sleeves. the 
othm. part of the jl.lckct being thrown upon his left 
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shoulder. These, with the addition of a cotton hand. 
kerchief, which WitS tied round the waist, were his 
only apparel. By faT the most showy ilnd conspi­
cuous object in the yard was an immense umbrella, 
made of figured cotton of different patterns, with 0. 

decJl fringe of coloured worsted, which was stuck into 
the ground. But even this was tattered and torn, 
and dirty withal, haying been in Forday's possession 
for many years, and it is used only on public and 
sncred occasions. I had been sitting amongst the 
rc,'cllers till the speaker had finished his hUl'ungue. 
when I embl'nced the opportunity. as they were 
about to separate, of entreating King Boy to hasten 
our departure for the vessel. He was highly excited, 
and elated with liquor, and, being in iln excellent 
temper, lle promised to take us t.o-morrow. 

" Tuesday, If()vember 23d.-It required little time 
to take le!we of the few friends we have nt Brass; 
ilnd we quitted the town not only without regret, 
but with emotions of peculiar pleasure-King Boy, 

\\ 'with three of his women, and his suite, in n large 
~ calloe, and our lleople and myself in n smaller one. 

Addizettn would gladly havo accompanied her hus­
band to tlle English "esae1, for her desire to see it 
was naturally excessive; but she "-as forbidden by 
old Fordny, who expressed some squeamishness about 
the matter, or rather, he was jealous that, on her 
return to her father's bouse, in the Eboe country, she 
would giyo too high and fnyo\1l'able an opinion of it to 
her frieuds, which might in the end produce conse­
quences highly prejudicial to his iuterests. 

f< We stopped awhile at a little fishing village, at no 
great dishmcc from Bross, where we procured a few 
fish, and abmldance of young cocoa-nuts, the milk 
of which was sweet anel refreshing. Continuing onr 
jouruey Oll streams and rinllcts, intricately winding 
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thro ugh mangroycs and bramble, which havo been 
n.lrcildy spoken of, we entered the main body of the 
rivel' in time to see the sun setting behind a glorious 
l:I\ty, directly before us. ' Ye were evi.dently Dear the 
sea, because thc wllter was l)erfcctl.y srut, and we 
.;,c€'ntcu also the cool and bracing sea-breeze with 
feelings of sat'isfnctioll and rapture. However, the 
winti soon became too stormy for our fragile Canoe: 
the "-aves 1ealwd into it. 0)'01' the bow, and several 
times we were in dauger of being swamped. Our 
(·ompnuioll was flU' before us, and. out of sight, so that, 
for tho momeut, there was no llossibility of receiving 
nssi::;tllnce, or of light('nillg the canoe: but happily, 
111 a little while, we did llOt require it, for the violence 
of the wind abating with the disappearance of the 
sun, we w(lre C'1lilbled to continue on our way without 
t'IIpprohonsion. ...\.bout nine o'clock in the evening we 
overtook the large canoe, and the crews both haYing 
partaken of n ~light rcfT"{'shlUcnt of fish nlld plantain 
tllgethor, WI.' passed the • I..:-ecolld BraS<'! R iur.' 
wbidl was to tb(~ left of us, in eowptmy. Ilere it 
might htlYC becn somowhat mora than half n mile 
in brcndth; and though it was dangerously rough 
for a ranoe, with grcut prect\ution we reached the 
OPllllsitc side in stlfoty. Fl.·om thellce we could per­
c.:i.yO, in the distance, the long wished-for Atlantic, 
with the moonbeams reposin~ iu peaeeful bCtluty 
upou its surfllcc. null ('ould also henr the sea breaking 
and l'ourin~ 0'-01' the s3-nJ)" bar which stretdles 
ueros~ the mouth of the river. The aulcmn yoice of 
ocean noycr sounded lUorc' melodiously iu my ear 
thon it did at that moment. Oh! it w~s cnch~nting 
us the htll'l' of D:wid. Passing uloug by the left 
hank.. \1 C presently enh'fed the • F;r~t Bra,~s R irel',' 
whidl is the . .J.YUI; • of European-s. where, at mid­
ui'l'ht. we (.'ould fllintl.Y di::Jtillgui~h the masts and 
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rigging of the English brig in the dusky light, which 
a.ppeUl'cd like a dark and l'agged <:loud above t.he 
horizon. r:ro mo, however, no siO'ht could be morc 
charming. It "'as beautiful as tho

O 

gates (.If paradise; 
and my heart fluttered with unspeakable delight, as 
we landed in silence on tbe bench opposite the brig, 
near a few stl'aggling huts, to wait impatiently the 
dawn of to-morrow. 

It llVednesday, N01;ember 241It.-T1is was a bappy 
morning, for it restored me to the sooiety of my 
brother, and of my countrymen. The buneful effects 
of the climate are st,rongly impl'essed upon the COUll- . 

tenaneGS of the latter, who, instead of their nnturol 
healthy hue, have 0. pale, dejected; and sickly appear­
ance, "'hieh is quito clistl'cssing to witness. However, 
tho crow of the Svanish schooner look infinitely more 
wretclH~d: they havo littIG else but their original 
forms remaining; tl)(~y era:wl about like beings lUlder 
n. ClD'SO; t]leY nre mero shadows or phantoms of men 
looking round fo)" their bluJ'ing~p]nce. No spectacle 
can be lUore mortifying to man's pride than this; 
llothing can give him a more humiliating scnsc of his 
own nothingness. It is very much to be wondered 
at, why EUl'o})cans in general, and Englishmen. in 
particular, persevere in sending their fellow~crentures 
to this Aceldama Ot' Golgotha, as the African coast 
is sometimes not inapproprja,tely caUed ; they might 
ns well bury them at once nt home, and it is plea~ 
santer far to die there j but interest, and t.he lust 
of go.in, like Aal'on's rod, seem to swallow up oycry 
other consideration." 

:My brother had l)QW joined me, and my station 
during tho t.iroe t.he canoe was coming from the shore 
to the vessel I1 o.d been by the cannon; it was the only 
ono on board; but it hnd been loaded as Lake had 
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directed, and pointed to the gangway of the brig, 
whore the Brass people must come. The muskets 
were all rendy lying concenled where Lake had 
directed them to be placed, and he repeated the same 
orders that h e had given me yesterday respecting 
the part my people wore to take in the business. 
Lako received my brothor ciyilly. but immediately 
expressed his detormination to dismiss Boy without 
gh'ing him n single ar ticle, and to make the best of 
his "ay out of the ri,'e1'. A short time after his 
nrrh'al. n canoo arrived at the beach with Mr. Spittle, 
the mate of the brig, as prisoner, who immcdiatei),J 
sent a noto off to the captain. informing him tha.t 
lhe prico of his liberation ,,·a5 the sum demanded for 
tho pilotage of the yessel over the hal' of thc riYer. 
IIe said further, that he was strictly guarded. but 
that, notwithstnudillg this. he did not despair of 
Dl"king his escnpe, if Lake could wa.it n little for 
him. Tho ve8~cl hml been broubht into the river 
about three months before, but Lake would never 
Ilfty the pilotage, ond now all be did was to scnd 
.Mr. Spittle II little bread llud beef. The amount 
dc.mnudl'Cl wus al)out flfty po\mds worth of goods, 
",h1('11 it wos quite out of the question tbnt Lake 
wouitl ey\.~r raJ. 

Mt'nnwililc King Boy, full of gloomy forebodings, 
htHl been lingering about the dcck. IIe had evidently 
ftlr1'8ight enough to suspect wh",t wns to take place. 
nud Itl' nplll'l,\rell troubled and uneasy. nnd bewiMercd 
in thought. Tlll~ 1'001' f('Uow W(\S quite an altered 
l'(,l'son: hia habitual ho.ughtiness had cutird), for· 
s:lkL'u him. 'lud g-iycn I'll,\c(' to tl humblL' and cringing 
denll".\ll\lUr. ~\ piate of meat WI.IS pl'(,~I'nted to him, 
11f \\ hi('h h1.' utt' ~pi\rillgl~·. and 8how ... 'il clearly that 
he was thinking more of his proU1i~ea goow, than 
hi::; al)pt\titc.: and a qunntity of rum that WG8 gh'en 
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to him was drunk carelessly, and without affording 
auy a.pparent satisfaction. . 

Knowing how things were likely to termiuate, 
we endeavoured to get Boy into a. good humour, by 
telling him that he should certainly have hi;; goods 
some time or other, but it was all to no purpose j 

the attempt was a complete failure; t.he present was 
the only time in bis mind. 'Ve really pitied him, 
aod were grieved to think that our promises could 
not be fulfilled. How gladly would we have made 
any persoual saclifice ratber than thus brea.k our 
\\'ord! for, altbough we have beeu half-starved. in his 
hands, yet we felt ourselves indebted to him for 
having taken us frOID the Ehoe people, and bringing 
us to this vessel. I nunmaged o\,er thc few things 
left us from our disaster n,t Kirree, and found, to my 
surprise, five silYer bracelets wrn.pped up in a piece of 
:Bannel. I was not a.ware of having these; therefore 
I immediately offered them to him, along with a. 
native sword, ·which being u. ycry great curiosity, we 
had brought with us from Yarriba, wi~h the inten~ion 
of takiug it to England. Boy accepted of these, and. 
my brother then offered him his walch, for which he 
had a great regard, as it was the gift of one of his 
earliest nnd best mends. This was refused with dis­
dain, for Boy knew· not its yalue; and calling one of 
his men to look at what he said we wished to impose 
on him in lieu of his bars, both of them, with a sig­
uificant groan, turned a.way from us with scorn and 
indignation, nor would they speak to us or eyen look 
at us ngain. Our mortification was 110W complete; 
but we were helpless, and the fault was not "'ithu8. 

Boy now yentw·ed to approo.ch Captain Lake. Oil 

the quarter.deck, and, with an an.-uous, petitioning 
countenance, 'nsked for the goods which had been 
promised him. Prepared for the desperate game he 
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was a.bout to play, it wns the object of La.ke to gain 
us much timo as possible, that he might got bis 
vessel under way before he came to an open rupture. 
Thel'cforo he pretended to bo busy in writing, and 
desired Boy to wait a moment. Becoming impatient 
with dolay, Boy repeated his demand n. second and .\ 
third time, "Give me my bo.rs."-"1 NO WILL!" 

said Lako, in a voice of thunder, which one could 
hnnlly havo expected from 60 emaciated a framo as 
his. .• I no will, I tell you; I WOll't give you a -­
flint. Givo me my mate, you black rascal, or I "ill 
bring a thousand wen of war hero in Il. day or two; 
they shill como IUld burn dom} your towns, nnd kill 
ovory one of you; bring me my mate! It Terrified 
by tile dcmccLUour of Lake, and the threats and oaths 
he made uso of, poor King Boy suddenly retreated ; 
t\lld seeing Ulen going aloft to loosen the sails, appre· 
bensh'c 1.,1' b('ing cnrried off to sea, he quickly dis­
nppeo.rcd from tho deck of the brig, and was 80011 

obS('l'y('d uutkiog his way on sbore in hill Canoe, with 
the rest of his people. This was the last we saw of 
him. In t\ few minutes from the time Bo, had left 
the vessel, the mate, Mr. Spittle, was se~t off in .\ 
l.'t\uO(', so terrified wel'l,) the Bruss people that a man 
of war would come and put Lake's threats into 
execution . 

.. \t t.Nt 1n thl' morning the H:sscl was got und('r 
wfI,y. aud W~ mopped down the riYcr. At noon the 
brCt.'z(' uicd awn)", and we were obliged to let go an 
anchor N pr('y('ut our drifting on thl'l western breakers 
at the mouth of the 1'i,"('r. A few minutes more 
would hnn~ b('('u fatal to us, ond the Yes!'d was for­
lUUl\tdv stoppl..'{l, although the depth of water wh<c'I'e 
~h(' hn~ wus ouly fiye t'o.thoms. Th(' rollers. a:. the 
uugo ili.~h wnY~'s l\l'C called, which cantc into the 
rh- ... 'r OH.'1' the bar, "ere; dugh tha.t th('y sODletime::; 
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pnsscd nearly O\'cr the bow of the ,'essel, and caused 
her to ride ycry uneasily by her anchor. We had 
been obliged to nnchor immediately abreast of the 
Pilot's-towD, and expected overy moment tlmt we 
should be fiNd at from their battery. Time was of 
the greatest importance to liS; we had made Boy 
om' enemy, and expected, beforo we could get out of 
the l'ive]', he would summon his people and make an 
attack ou us, while our party nmotUlted only to twenty 
meo, two-thirds of wbom were Africans. The pilot 
also, whom Lake had offended so much, is known to 
VO Q. bold and treacherolls ruffian. He is the same 
person who steered tho brig ,susan nmong the 
breakers, by which that vessel Dnl1'owly escaped 
destruction, with the loss of her windl ass nnd nn 
ancbor aud cable, The fe llow had done this mercly 
with the bopes of obtain ing 0. part of the wreck os it 
dl'ifted on shore, Another vessel, n Li\'erpool oi l­
trndcr, was netuolly lost on the bar by the trenchery 
of ~hc same individual, who, hn\'illg effected his pur­
pose by plucing her in n "ituntioll from which shc 
could not escape, jumpecl o\'cl'bonrd, und sworn to his 
canoe, which wus at n. short distonce. The trcatment 
of the survivors of this wreck is shocking to relate: 
they were actually stl'ipped of theil' clot,hes, und 
allowed to die of hu nger, It would be a.r.l endless 
tnsk to CnlUUCl'O,to all the misdeeds that ate loid to 

tbis fo llow's charge, which have, no doubt, lost nothing 
by report; but, after making all roasonable allowances 
for exaggeration, his character appears in n most 
I'evolting light, and tho fnct of his I'unning these 
vessel::; on the bur proveR him to be a desperate and 
conSUUlUlate villnin. This snme fellow is infinitely 
mOl'C Iwtful (lnd intelligent thun (luy of his couutry­
mOil, IHld is one of the hnnd~omcst black mon that 
wo hn \'e scen. 
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Not long after we had dropped the anchor, we 
observed the pilot. with the help of a glass, walking 
on tho beach, and watching us occasionally. A mul­
t itude of btl-If-naked, suspicious-looking fellows were 
like,dse straggling nlong the shore, while others wero 
seen emerging from a groye of eocon-trees ILlld the 
thick bushes nonr it. These mcn werc a.ll Ilrmed. 
chiefly with muskets, and they subsequently assem­
bled in detached groups. to the uumber of seyernl 
hundreds, and appeared to be consulting about attack­
ing the ,.~ssel. :8othing less than this, and to be fired 
at from the battery. wos oxpected by us j and there 
is no doubt that the strength and loftiness of th~ brig 
only doterred them from so doing. The snme people 
wero hoyering on th~ beach till very late in the even­
ing. wllen they dispersed ; many of them could be 
seon €lyon at midnight. so that we w'ere obliged to 
keep a good look-out till the morning. 

l'/mndo!l • .J.YOl·t'1Jzher 25th.-1.he ycssel rode ver) 
unen.sily rut night. in consequence of tho long hellvy 
W!l.Y\!S which s~t in from tho bar j these arc techni­
cally ca.ll~d by sailors g}'ound..{ftcell, being different 
from the waves which are raised while the wind blows; 
tho Illttcr geuerally break at the top. ",hill,} tlle former 
Me quito smooth. and roll with great impetuosity in 
con~t.aut 5ucc('ssion. forming a deep furrow between 
them. which, with the fofC(' of the wnve, is "fery 
dilllgerou~ to \"eg~cls at anchor. Our motions wore 
stil l clos~ly watched by the ilati\'(~s. About cleven 
we got under Wll~·. but were obligCtt to anchor o.gnin 
in the afternoon, M the water was not deep enough for 
the vcssel to pl'S.S o",;or the bar. The mate sounded 
the bar ag-ain. aud placed a buoy as l\ mark for the 
"~sscl to pass 0\'('1' in the deepest water. 

j .... ,·ida.". ~Yo,.ember 26lh.-Thc wind favouring U~ 
t bis morning. we mad~ anothel' attempt at g~tting 
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out of t.he river. We had already made some pl'D'­

gress when the wind again died away, and the cur­
rent setting us ,rapidly over to t.he eastern broa,kers, 

. we were obliged to , let go an anchor to save us from 
destruction. We could see nothing of the buoy, and 
ha\'e no doubt tha.t it was washed away by the current; 
our anchorage was in three and a half fathoms 1f"at.er, 
and the ground-swell, which now set in, heaved 
the vessel up and do,,"-n in such a frightful manner, 
that we expected e\'ery moment to see the chain­
cable break. As soon as "",e dropped our anchor, the 
tide rushed past the vessel at the rate of eight miles 
an bour. After the ebb t.ide had ceased running, 
the sw-ell gradually subsided, and the vessel rode 
easily. 

The mate was again sent to sound the bar, and in 
about three hours afterwards retw'ned with the infor­
mation tha,t two fathoms and three-quarters was the 
deepest water he coum find, The bar extends across 
the mouth of the riYer in the form of a crescent, 
leaving a yery narrow and shallow entrance for vessels 
in the middle, which is gcneraUy concealed by the 
surf and foam of t.he adjacent breakers. When the 
wind is light and t.he t.ide high, and the surface of -the 
water smooth,. excepting in a few places, the bar is 
then most dangerous. We observed several fires 
made by the natives on t.he beach, which were sup­
posed to be signals for us to return. 

Baturday, November 27th.-vYe passed a. restless 
and most unpleasant night. l 'he captain and the 
people were much ftlal'Iued for the safety of t,he brig. 
~'he heavy ground-swell which set in, increased by 
the strength of the tide, caused hor to pitch and 
labour so hard, that a man '\'as l)}aced to watch the 
cable, and gjve notice the moment it. complaiQed, a 
technical e:\-prossion which mccmt the moment it gave 
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Sig:llS of breaking. Daylight had scarcely dawned 
when the pnll of the windlass broke. The purpo:ic 
of this is to prevent the windlass from turning round 
011 its axis against any stra.in to which it may be sub· 
jected, and consequently it was no soonor broken than 
the windlass flew rouud with incredible velocity, haying 
nothing to resist tho strain of the cable which was 
pilSscJ mund it. The chnin cable rnn out so swiftly 
that in hnJf a minnte the windlass was broken to atoms. 
My brother 3,n(1 I, with our people, rendered all the 
85lsistanco ill 01U' power to prevont the ship from 
<lrifting. '"" c succeeded in fastening the cable to ring. 
bolts ill the deck, until we got sufficient of it clear to 
go round the capstan, which we had no sooner effected 
then the ring.bolts wore fairly dnnm out of the deck 
by tho strain on tho cable. 

About eight .\.M., a terrific wave, called by sailors 
a ,~ea. struck the vessel with h;.cmendolls force and 
brokt.1 the ehain·cn.ble. .• The csbie is gone!" shouted 
rt Yoice, nnd thl:' next instant the cal)tain cried out in 
n firm, {'oUt'Ctcd tone, •. Cut away the kedge!" which 
wus promptly oboyed. aud the vessel was again stopped 
froru drifting among the breakers. l'he man who had 
bceu stationed to look out on the cable came running 
aft on deck as soon as he had giycn notice of the 
dangt.~r, calling out that nil was oycr. ., Good God ~ " 
was the pnssionnto ('xclamation of cycry ouc, and a 
slight eoufusion ~n8uccl. But the es})tain was prepared 
for the worst; he gaye his orders with firmness, and 
behaved with rromptness and decision. 

\\"1) wcre ruling by the kedgc, l\ smnll anchor. 
which. however. was the only one left us, and on 
"h.ich the safety of tho brig now depended. The 
brct,k~rs WCN close uuder our stern, and this was not 
cxpcctc(l to hold tCll miuutes-it was l\ forlorn hope 
-eH~ry eye WaS fixed on the rnging surf, and our 
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hearts thrilled with agitation, e:x-pectiug every moment 
that the vessel would be dashed in pieces. A few 
long and awful minutes were passed ill this state, which 
hityc left an indelible impression on our minds. Never 
511all I forget the chief mate saying t.() mc, "Now, 
Sir, everyone for himself; a few minutes will be the 
last with us," The tumultuous sea was raging in 
mountainolls waves close by us, their foam. dashing 
against the sides of the brig, which was only prevented 
froUl being cO,JTied among t.hem by a weak anchor and 
cable. The nati\'cs, from whom \\'c could expect no 
fo\'our, werc busy on shore making hU'ge fires, and 
other signals, for us to desert the brig and land at 
cartn-in places, expecting no doubt crery mODlent to 
sec her a prey to the waves, and those who escaped 
t~lei\"' fury to fall into their hands. ,V retched re­
source 1 the sea would haye been fa..r more merciful 
thun they. 

Such was our perilous situn.tiou, when It fine sea­
breeze set in, which literally saved us from destruc­
tioll. The snits were loosened to relieve the anchor 
from the strain of the vessel, and she rode out the 
ebb-tide without drifting. At ten A. M., the tide had 
nearly ceased fuuning out, and the fury of the ,.Sea 
rather abated; but it was quite impossible tha~ the 
brig could ride out another ebb-tide where she lay, 
w'ith the kedge-anchor alone to bold her: the only 
chanco left us, therefore, wns to get to sea, and the 
captain detenniued on crossing the bar, although 
there appeared to bo l i~tlo chanco of success. At 
half-past ten A. ),1., 1w manned tho boat with two of 
OUI' men, and two Kroomen belonging to the brig, 
nuet sent them to tow, while tho anchor was got on 
bonrd. This had no sooner been done, than the 
wind fell light, and, instead of drifting o.er to the 
western breakers itS yesterday and the day before, 
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the brig was now set towards those ou the eastern 
side, Ilnd again we had a uarrow escape. 'With 
the assistanco of tho boat and good management, 
we at length passed clcflr oyer the bur on the edge 
of the breakers, in a depth of quarter-less three 
futhruru;, and made sail to the enstwul'd. Our 
troubles were now at au end: by the protection of 
n. merciful Providenc.e we hall escaped dangers, the 
)'Cry thoughts of which hud filled u.s with hOlTor; 
aull with n. gmteful heart ana teat'S of joy for all 
hi::i morcies, we offered up n silent prayer of thanks 
for oW' dcliycro.nce. 

The bar extends about four or five miles frolll the 
mouth of the rh:cr ill n southerly direction, but is by 
no menuS kno'\\Ll. Thi::i riYcr is by far the best placo 
on the wbole coast at which small vessels may pro· 
curc oil. as it is the shortest distance from the Eboc 
l'ountry. where the b('~t pnlm.oil is to be had in any 
qUllt\tity. The Ebol' oil is pronouT\ccd to be superior 
to tha.t of n.uy other pnrt of the countr." which i~ 
brl)ught to the <'oust. The riyCf is not much fre· 
quented. owing llrobably to its being unknown, and 
the difficulty of crossing the b(lr. for not more than 
fiyc Engli~h ),(,:$Sods hn\'c bcen known to contC to it, 
two of which arl' stated to haye been lost. and a third 
to bll),1.' ~truck 01\ the bar, but being a. new t)trong 
\"('91'1£'1. ",he bent OYer it into deep water. I would 
l~eorumNnl the master of tilly Hsscl goiug to the riYcr 
for polm-oil til IH"oyide himself with two good stroug 
six-ol\rcd hoat!:' for towing. Gnd l\ double complement 
of 1(roomen. '1'he expense of ten or tw('.]yc Kroomen 
would b ... , trilling, as the,)" only require- n few yams 
",ud tl little pahll.oil to eat. and. they arc always rcady 
h) pl'rform allY l.'\honou..; work which mil,," he re<tuired 
of them. If mn~tc~ of \'N~el~ coming to the rinrr 
would "enJ. 0. boat bcfl11'c to 80und, and hate two good 
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Bix'olP'cd hOl~ll:l I.owing, I. thi nl, Lh ol'o would 1)0 no 
(lalig()J' of ony hoing IOKL, !lH bnK hoon lho CIH\Q wiLh 
H{Ji~l O {'raIn boing wf'lddy 1l1I1HlH!(1. VOllflOIH 1\1'(1 got 

lJl1(lol' wny wit h n. nl)(J bl'OO1.0, 111)(1 whon l hClY fU' I'iva 
jll tho mOHt (] rulgOl'OUIJ JI II I' t. it di oK ILWfty, 1I11d if' thoro 
111'0 no bOlltll roudy fo1' Lowing, nothing Cfl ll flO,NO thorn 
[1'0111 dOHLI'ItOLion, 

VOHkolR going out of th o rivor IU'O lIBwtlly l 'OOO IIl ~ 
mondod to llOep flH nOllt' 11 /:1 pOf:mihlo to tho \~o!:l lern 
hf'Oo.kol'fi, huL I Hholl1d think l hi~ vOl'y dl1ngol'oUl~1 
llilloHH I,hero iH Hllffi oiollt wjnd iu Iwep oomrnllnd (If 
Lholl1, 'When IL vOHaol lonYoH hOI' IUlOhol"llgu ill tho 
l ·jVOI', Hil o will ho RoL hy (,11 0 ClIl'l 'ont OVOI' 10 Lh o 
WOHt Ol'll IH'Old{Ql'li, (1..))(1, wholl hedl' 11'11)' 10 Lho hur, will 
bQ MO t OI'(W to Lhe altHlol'Jl, 11 11 wo 11'0/'(1. 'I' ho l'iv()r 
ill tho nlont.hs of j)(Jcombol' Ulld ,JI~nlllll'Y WQuld, 
J Lllillk, ho HnfOtlL, tl li Lila )·n.iH II ill tho illl.Ol'iol' will 
tholl ho 0\'01', n.ne! ttll Lho oxLm 'wtiLt))' will hl1\'O boon 
di tHli1!ll'god, which it hl\f! )'oooivod in 111t) oxlon \ or 
cO lw LI'Y !hl'())lgll whioh it I'UIIH. Whon no l~llgJiHh 
vnHHo ls HI'O in Lho riVOt'. tlw poo pJ o or 1lonl1y UOIlHl 
11/)(1 p"J'OII!IHO t.ho pl\hn~()iJ 1" '0111 tho H"lIMIt pooplo, F"o~ 
111Lbly fot' Ih o 11\11'])0110 (,I" 1I111)Jllying 11l(l HhipH ill thtli)' 
,' [VOl ', nlJ woll t\H i'0l' thoir ('JW ri II fillt:\, 

,""allda,lf, .NOIHI1/IUIJJ' 2811I._rl1 hi ~ mOI'llillg wo dill­
(;IlYOl'od l~ HI"l\ltgo VOHl:lo l 01t 0 111' AlUt'hOIlI'1t I,onnl. whie!) 
dh'oo(,ly )1ltllio Hllil ill ahulia or tiM, A nn)' {iI,jng Il g nll 
10 /l ln.ko \I II ~ f Op . 01' bring Hll lo, IlH tho Hu ilol'R t.lX pl'oHtlod 
ii , !lha H(mL t~ bOfl.t on hOllnl 01' lho bl'i~, 11IHl 11'0 
POlllHr hoI' ~o ho \,1\ 0 Bbwk ,Jouk, \()Il(lOI' 10 111(\ n tiLiHh 
(IOm rnOd OI'O'1I Ilh ip. Wo "opol'\Nl Olll'1I01vOH to Lho 
Jiol1Lormnt aOlll11H\f)(Ung hol', in Iho hO]lOH of hi M tfl.ldllg 
11 11 011 bOl\)'d of 11 11:1 vUIIIJul Hnrl I I\ J1 dit\~ U ~ Ill. Aoorll, 
fJ'OJll wh () llo0 1 Lhougllt it would Iw ()I1 ~'y it) find Olll' 
wily hy 011 0 of hi ll Arll.j QI\ I.Y '!:I Hhipli to A tiOOlillioll 01' 
at. HoltJJ\u, [rom oiihol' of whioh pl l)(.Iol\ tit) OPJl()I'~unit.r 
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\\'ould ofrer for us to get home wi.thout delay. His 
ordors, however, wero to run down the coast aa far 
as the Congo, and he recommended us to go to 
l?oroando Po, whore we should find every assistance I 

and tl. ycssel about to sail soon for England. Having 
obtnino(l from us the intelligence that the Spanish 
sln.,rer was lying in t.he river Nun ready to Mil, he 
immcaill.tely altered his course for that. riYer for the 
llurpose of capturing hor. Captnin Lake agreed to 
Innd us in his boat at Fernando Po, as ho passed the 
islnuel on his \my to the river Cameroons, and we again 
made sail to the eastward. 

l Vednesda!l, December lst.-The last two days 
woro om})loyed in making the passage to Fernando 
Po, and this morning. to our great antisfnction. we 
di~cOYN'o<1 tho island. 'Ye were glad to get out of 
this ycssel, for the unfeeling commander. notwith. 
~tnnding that our mcn had rendered him every 
a~~istallce in getting his brig out of the rh·er. and 
had dono eycrything required of them, afterwards 
t'lUploycd eycry means he could think of. to annoy 
us nnd make us uncomforl3.ble while we were with 
him. At night. while the people were slecping. he 
would make his. men draw water anel throw it o,'cr 
them, for mere amu::lemcnt. There nre ruany com· 
mand",rs n~ bad IlS ho is on the coast, who seem t.() 
vio 'with ~fi('h other in acts of cruelty and oppres~ion. 
The captain of the pfllm.oil brig Elizabeth. now in 
the Calobar riYer. actunlly whitewashed his crew from 
hl"nd to foot, while they were sick with fever and 
una hIe to proted thcm~~h'es: his cook suffered so 
much-in the ol'erotion. thn.t th() lime totally deprh'cd 
him of the sight of one of his eyes. llnd rendered the 
(It her (If little scn-ice to him. 

In the nftt:'rnoon we were happily landed at 
(",lorenee (lYe, in the ishuul of }'crnnndo Po, where 
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we were most kindly received by Yr. Becroft, the 
acting superintendent. This 'I1oMhy gentleman readily 
supplied us with changes of linen, and everything we 
stood in need of, besides doing all he possibly could 
to make us comfortable. The kindness and hospi­
tality w"e reeei,ed from him, and Dr. Crichton in par­
ticular, we shall be grateful for as long as we liye. 

Accustomed as we have been during the last month 
to the monotonous sameness of 3 10'11, flat countTy, 
the banks of the riyer covered with DlllDgro,es o.er­
hanging the \,at-er, nnd in many parts, in consequence 
of its extraordinary height, apparently growing out 
of it; the lofty summit of Fernando Po, and the still 
loftier mountains of the Camer-oons on the distant 
main land, presented a sublime and magnificent 
a.ppearance. The highest mountain of the Cameroons 
is n striking feature on this part of the coast, being 
more than thirteen thousand feet high. The laud 
in its vicinity is low and fiat, which renders the 
appearance of this mountain still more imposing, as 
it to\,ers majestically o\'er the surrounding country 
in solitary grandeur. It di,ides the embouchures of 
the spacious rivers old Calebar and Del Rey. on the 
west, from the equally important one of the Came· 
roon8 on the east. The island of Fernando Po is 
detached about t~-enty miles from the coast, and 
appeared to us, when we first sa" it, in two lofty 
peaks connected by a ' high ridge of land. The 
northern peak is higher than the other, which is 
situated in the southern part of the island, and rises 
gradually from the sea to the height of ten thousand 
sc\'en hundred feet. In clear weather the island can 
be seen at the distance of more than a hundred miles; 
but this is not. always the case. as the summit is most 
frequently concealed by clouds and fogs, which are 
corumoll at certain seasons of the year. 
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A.iI we approached the island iIi fine weather and 
with n modera te wind, we had amplo time to observe 
it. The shore is formed mostly of a dark·coloured 
rock, and covered with trees which reach dOVl"Il to 
the water's edge. The whole of the lower part of 
the island is covered witb fine forest·trecs of ,"arious 
desoriptions, extonding abou t three·fourbhs up the 
silles of the mountain. where they becolUe thinly 
::;cattorcd, stinted in their growth, and interspersed 
with low bushes aUlI n. brown dry grnss. In variou::; 
parts patches of cullivated grOuml may be seen along 
with the huts of the natives, presenting. with the 
lu.:"(urlllnt foliage of tho trees. a mass of ,'eMure in 
the most flourishing condition. Nature h~ here 
done hm utmost; the whole appearance of the island 
j" of the most beautiful description. and fuUr justifies 
it~ title to the uruna of lllta F()'rIno"o, signifying 
,. Bcautiful Islam!." which it first receh"ed. As we 
appl'ond\cd it still nearer, the stupuldous precipices 
nnd wille fi:;sw'es near the summit of the principal 
tuoulltnin became more distinct by the contrast be.­
tween their ,lark rece~es nnd the lights on the pro· 
jecting rocks. uutil, by our proximity to the shore, 
the whole became concetllcd behind the lesser heights 
next h) thc ~ca. 

l ' ntH the year 13.37. the isl:l.Dd hly forsaken und 
l\eglcdcd iu its primitin.' l'LllHlitiQn. ncither the Por~ 
t\lgUl~!'C nor Spnuillrl.b huying thought it worth their 
con::-1idt'rntion. At \('ngth the attention of the British 
,!!Onmuncnt WM direl"tcti to it, in COlll:iequeuce (If its 
ftwournble pO::lition for putting a st01' to thl' shwc 
tr,lde in thnt qllnrtcr of AfricR.. Situated within n 
few hours' :<1\i1 of the coo~t. in the immedhlte vicinity 
of thOSl~ rh'cN, ('QnUUeDcmg with tlle Cameroons on 
ttl<' l'l\~t, aUlI e:-.h'mling along the whole of the GaM 
l'oust, whl'rl' the prindpal outlets of this unla" ful 
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tra,ffic arc found, Fernando Po presented advant.ages 
which were sufficient to authorise a settlement being 
formed on it, and Captain V{, Owen sailed from 
England for this purpose in his Majesty 's ship Eden, 
'with the appointment of Go\'ernor, and with Com­
mander Harrison under his orders. Captn.in Owen 
had been previously employed on an extensive and 
difficult survey of the cou-st.s of Africa both in the 
At.lilut.ic and Indian oceans, in which the shores of 
this island were included; a,nJ therefore, having 
visited it before, he was DO stranger either to its 
nature an.d resources, or to t,be climate in which it is 
situated. Previous to the arrival of Captain Owen, 
the island had been occasionally visited by some of 
the ships of war on the African station, for the 
purposes of obtaining supplies ofyegetables and water; 
and perhaps now and then a Liverpool ship would be 
seen there waiting for palm~oil, or recovering the 
health of her crew from {eyers obtained in the rivers 
on t.he coast. As the natives reside at some dist .... mce 
ju the interior, the arrival of a ship of war at the 
island was announced to t.hemby the discharge of no 
cannon on board, which was sufficient to bring them 
to the sea-side with whatever vegetablcs, poult'fJ, find 
bther articles, they might wish to sell. The articles 
l,llost demanded by them in return were pieces of 
iron hoop, knives, and nails. At first a. piece of iron 
hoop about six inches long would purchase a pair of 
fmvls or 'foul' yams, so much value being o.tt.uchcd by 
the nativcs to iron. 

The business of forming a new settlement is n 
species of service tha t requires the exercise of cel'tn.in 
qualities of the mind which it is not the good fortune 
of everyone to possess. In addition to t.he pcrnicio:us 
effects of t.he ~climate on EW"opcan constitutions, 
there were people on the islo.nd who, nlthough they 
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might be unable to offer any serious impediment to 
the progress of tho settlement, it was necessary to 
conciliato rather than to treat with hostility, and for 
this no one eould ha.ve been better calculated than 
On.ptain Owen. 'Vbateyer mny have induced him 
to relinquish thc appointment of governor, no mea­
sures for gaining the friendship of the natives, and 
thereby SCCurUlg their good-will towards the colony, 
(\QuId hClNo been better t.han those which he adopted, 
nod tho chiefs twen now froquently mention his 
nOUle. 

The pnrt selectcd as the site of the proposed settle­
lUeut was on tho northern side of the island, on the 
borders of n sU1nU co"e formed by a narrow neck of 
Innd projecting out from the sIlore on the eastern 
~hl (' of it. ':ehis was named .. Point 'Yilliaru j I> and 
thc coye. togother witll tlle whole establishment, 
wns called "Chu·(!nce,·' after his Most Gracious 
Mtljesty, who Wll!'l then Lord lIigh _~dmiral of Grellt 
Britai.n. Point Addnidc, with two small islets off it 
Nnneckd. hy 11 >1(\1\(1 bnuk. forms tho western bOWldllry 
of the con~, aud is distllnt about half a mile from 
Poiut 'YiUiruu. Godcrich Bny lies to the east, and 
Cockburn Cove to the wost of Clw'once Coye. Under 
tht' abh.~ directions of Captain Owen. the various 
huihling~ wt're plnnuCt.l. while the operation of c1ear~ 
ing tht' ground w&s going fonnml. A' .8ag~statr. 
which formerly stood on the cl.trcmity of Point 
'YillioUl, hl1:<; \)('cn remon~J to the gon,)mor's house, 
onJ ,\ hn'gt:' commodious building. with l\ few solit:\ry 
palm-trees nt:'nr it, is the first which attracts atten­
tion. 'l'hi~ huiltling i~ assiguetl as the hospitn.l. and 
i'i jmlicilJusl:· situated here. as it is the most· c).-posed 
to the SI..'tl-hl'('cze. and stumls completely isolated from 
the l"C:;l of thl' "l,ttlcmcnt, both which prooautions 
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:'Irc of no small importance in the climate of Fernando 
Po. A small round-topped building p.t a short dis­
tance froUl the hospital, with a few huts ncar it, and 
surrounded by stakes, was fOl1.11crly the magazine; 
and near it is anot.her large building used as the 
marine ban:acks", . The officers' quarters and those 
of the African Corps are next in succession, and 
annouuce their military character by a piece of 
itl·tillery moullted close to them, and pointed towards 
t.he eO\'e. '1'he governor's house, a large, spacious 
building. stands eminently conspicuous on the pre­
cipice of the shore, beneath which is the landing­
place. From henc.e a fatiguing walk lends imme­
diately to it up an ascent of .:thout one hundt'cd fect. 
A battery of seven guns was landed for this purpose 
from Lis Majesty's ship Esk, which is placed in a 
very conunauding situation in front of the governor's 
house. The house of the rolxed commission for the 
adjudication of captured slave-ressels, stands in un 
unfinished condition at a short distance from the 
go,-ernor's; various other buildlngs occupy Point 
,,1illiam, which are dh'ersificd by a few trees, that 
give it a· plc;~siug find picturesque appem'ance from 
the sea. This. l"cUlurk is generally lUade by t~lOse 
who 6rst visit Clarence CO"c, il.nd all are pleased on 
first seeing it. In addition to the buildings we haxe 
enumerated, .Mr. Lloyd hna :t tolerably good house 
just finished, and the surgeon of the colony, who is a 
oewn} officer, has one also assigflGd for his residence . 
'J.1he Kroomcn nnd free negrocs, who amount to about 
two thousand in !lumber, luntc 11 collection of small 
neat huts nt a short dista.nce fl'om Government-house, 
which are constructed of wood and thatched with 
palm-leaves, They are "ery careful of them, nnd 
hllye a small garden in the front as well a.s behind, in 
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"'hioh they cultivato Indian corn, bananns, and peppers. 
fJ.'hcso huts form two small streets, but they arc daily 
rceei,; ug nddiLioDS from liew comers. 

The work of dearing the ground is constantly 
going forwo.rd, and is petformed by the fl"Ce negroes, 
the African troops. and the Kroomen. The princi­
pM diseaso among these people. which arises froUl 
accidents in cutting down the trees, is ulcerated legs. 
and sixteen of thorn were in the hospitul from thilio 
C(\.use alone. The Kroomen are n particular race of 
l'eo}llc, ditTering entirely from the other African 
tribes. They inhabit n country called Sottm. Krou, 
on the coast nen·r Cape P almas, their principnl 
employment being of a maritimo nature. Theil' 
lnngungc. as well as their general character, is also 
lliffurcnt fl'Om that of their neighbours. A cert-ain 
number of these men arc always employed on board 
of tho ships of war on th(' African (,Ollst, for the pur· 
})OSO of performing those dutie~ wnere considerable 
fatigue tlud cxposure to the suu i~.expcrieDced. I n 
cousequence of their ro\oiug employment. they nrc to 
be found on all pluts of the coast, and aro sufficiently· 
acquainted wi.th it to sone as pilots. It is customary 
with them to establish themsclye~ on Yllri01.ls parts 
of the COMt for this purpose, and to leave the elders 
of the tribcs in their own country, unlesl:\ their pre· 
~t~UN 8110u1d be rcqu.in.'d by any war that might take 
pIneo. They lue ~o.iJ to return to their country after 
an ,,,\)sencc of ROY('ral rCafS, when thcy han: amassed 
b,- their indu~tn Mlfficieut to maint;Un themsehes: 
n;,d ~oU\e among them Ilre intelligent anll actiyc. hut 
thi.'~· 1\1'C not alwnys to he trusted. although tho)- arc 
l\ Ycry l'oul'crior c1a:.s of people in cl'mpnrison with 
()thcr £Vrican tribes. 

Besilic:! a wutcring.ph.\ce o.t a short distance b..l tht' 
right of the gon:-mor's house. two small streams, 

\·OL. n. \ .\ 
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Hay Brook and Horton Brook, run int.o Godericb 
Bay, affording plenty of exceUent water, and capable 
of admitting boats. The watering-place above men­
tioned is generally frequented, from the convenience 
with which t.be water is obtained, being conducted to 
the sen-side by a wooden aqueduct, under which 
boats ma.y lie and fill their casks very easily without 
removing t.hem. 

Clarence establishment, 'l"hen we arri,ed, consisted 
of the superintendent, or acting governor; Mr. 
Becroft, who was generally known by the title of 
Cn-ptain; Captnin Beattie, the commander of the 
Portin, colonial schooner ; Mr. Crichton, a naval 
sp,rgeou; Lieutenant Stockwell, with a party of five or 
si.s: marines; a mulatto ensign of the Roya.l African 
corps, with two black troops fl'om Sierra Leone, and 
some carpenters and sailrnakera, besides a· mulntto 
who filled the office of clerk or secretary to Mr. 
Decroft. An English merchant by the name of 
Lloyd, in the eml,loyment of Mr. Smith, we also 
forold here, whose residence we have just mentioned. 

No place, in point of conYenience, could have been 
better selected for a settlement than that on which 
Clarence is situated. The bay affords safe anchorage 
for shippiug from the furious tornadoes which arc 
common in this part of the world, and is sufficiently 
capacious to shelter as mnny ycssels RS are likely to 
visit the island; it abounds with fish, and is free from 
sunken rooks, and the shore is steep and ensy of 
,\ccess to boats. There is another bay, called George's 
Bay, on the western side of the island, but it has the 
disadvantage of being open to that quarter, and con~ 
sequeutly affords no safety to shipping. The prori­
mity of Clarence Oo"e to the coast of Afrioa is also 
another importil.nt point in fn,vonI' of the object for 
which the establishment was formed. 
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The natives of Fernando Po are tho filthiest race 

of people in the wholo world . They nre different in 
thoir nUlllllers and appearance from their neighbours 
on the const, to whom we hONC been so lUuch accus­
tomed of late. nnd possess no single trait of character 
similar to thorn, except that of pilfering, In point 
of civiliso.tion, to which the natives of Brass Town 
have not the most {lietnnt pretensions. these people 
haye ('yen atillless; their language is totally different, 
and they have no resemhlnllce whatever to them. 
This in itself nffonls n tolerable proof of the little 
intercourso they have hacl with the world, for while 
the other islnmls of the Gulf are plentifully stocked 
with the same race of people as those of the coast, 
Ferunudo Po, which is so much ncarer to it, is inha­
bited by n totally different class. They arc, generally 
spen.king, fL. stout, athletic, and well-made race of 
people, nod 110culinrly harmless and peaceably in­
clined in their dii'lpositions. although each in{li,;dunl 
is geucrnlly armeu with a SpeRl' about eight feet in 
length, rondo of n h(u'd wood and barbed at one end. 
They appeflr also to be n healthy race of people: for 
although here !\od thoro on(' or two might be les~ 
fllYlluroo hy llutUro in their persons. no signs of the 
cli.sellScs Sll eounnon tUllong the natiyes of .. \"fricil were 
to be !'.cen among thC'Ul. 

"~e hl\ye saitl that they arc a. filthy race, but no 
worus can convey an hll'll. of their disg~stillg nature. 
They h.rre long hair. which it i~ difficult to diiltill­
guish. from lil'ing mnttt"(l together 'nth red clay and 
),a.IUl-oil. The ChlJ nnd oil nte !l.0 profusely laid on, 
that it forws au impenetmblc shi",hi for the head. and 
the long tr('t:lse~. which dC1:"ccn,t to their ~houlders. 
n1'\.' ~euernny in t\ moist conditioll. Although this 
eoY('~ing is n compktc ~nfcgual'd to all incollvcnience 
fl'\.\Ul "\,"ithout. thl'Y still further adorn their heads 

• A A. Z 
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wi~h (L kind of cnp mndo of dried grass, omnmcntcd 
round tho border wiLh ~ho fcnl.hcrs of fowls 01' any 
othor hirds) Clll'ofully stuck into it U)ttl't from eo.ch 
()~hcr. SOllW fIro 80 ynin us to fix tho horns of 0. mill 
111 front of Lhia cop. which gives them f\. most Iudi. 
(~J'Olla nnd sLl't\ngc tLppcn.l'nncc. Finony, tho cn,p, 
with all its OJ'namcnts of fC(l,lucl'S, horns, shells, &0., 
is sceto'cel ill its place wi th {1" picco of sLick, which 
nnswol'S tho ptn'posc by being forced through it on 
onc tilde find out on the oppol\ito aft-o\' pnssing tinder. 
n(,ll th tho h(l.il', Sometimes Lhja clognllt pin, ns it 
may be cnlled, is formed of tl)o log bone of 801lJO 

sllltlJl animal, nlld is pointed at ono ond l'ot, tho pur. 
pOHC of pcnotn\ting morc easily. Tho cxprcssi,ou of 
lhoiJ' COllll LOni\HCO, sco1'od (\..nd morkod as i~ is, find 
$\U'monntcd by the oo.p nbo\'o described, is wHd find 
Iml'bol'Olls, l'hey SruMl" thei\' fo.ccs entirely o,tor with 
l'ed clny mixed with p{\.l m~oil ; somotimes fI kind of 
g r'o), {lust ill IIsed iustCflcL of the o}ay, and this l)I'opa~ 
lion being o([unlly distri.buted ovor their wholo pOI'. 
/j(l1\S, ),01td01'8 {hoil' prosenco BClll'Coiy tolel'ablo, It is 
\lim(,J\\l~ to fi,ld Qut lila COI0111' of thoir skin \lllder tho 
filthy coyoring of oil nnd c1lty l)y which it is concenlcd; 
l)ut we helievo it is not so (h",k us I,he Afd.call negro, 
nn(~ 11)01'0 rosembling fl, cOPl)el' COIOll\', 

The notivos make uso of no othor dross thau tJ10 
cop whioh thoy WQU" on thoil' heads; bu~ fl. fow IC(I.\'08, 
01' I~ bunoh of ddcd gl'ass, ill'O llanoll), soomed round tho 
middlo by ello people of both soxos, whilo tho youngol', 
natul'olly ullconscioHs of indcconcy, go ontil'oly 1\0.\(0(1. 

Tho VCl'tobl'{O oj' sl\il.kea, tho bonoa or fowls o.nd 
hirds fl.S woll ~'s sheop" brokoll shells, small bends, flud 
piecos of COCOiHll,t sholl, firo pllt in rcquisition lIy 
I,ho llflti\'ol'l fOI' t,he Ol'l\n,ffiont of t,hoil' POl'SOllS, A 
profusion of thoso atl'llIIg togothol' hang l'ound tho 
Wt\ist, which i~ sooms to bo their priucil)(l.l onn) to 
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decorate in thil:> manner, "'hile their necks are scarcely 
loss favoured Witll a proportion of these articles. 
"""tnngs of them urc also fastoned round the arms and 
Il'gS, but not ill such quuntities as round the waist. 
'f hc pieces of hoop they have obtained from the 
ships which have yisited the islund, nro formed iuto 
l'llde knives, or polished l~ud worn on the rum ill a 
kind of band made of straw, and are much mlued. 
In their fir:it intercourse ,,;th our people, the natives 
werc very shy, aUlI displayed much fear, but this 
gradually ,,~ore oft: and they now venture boldly 011 

bOl\rd, for the ll\lrpose of obtil,ining knives. hatchets, 
or nuything they eun get. Thoy haNo a feweauoc$ of 
llUU\U llimonsious, capable of containing ten or twelve 
pcoillc, but are not ycry expert iu the managcruunt 
of them, ulthough they are so fur advanced n.s to 
Illttko usc of l\. mast llnc:laoil, which latter is constructed 
of a 80rt of mat. They scem to be little addicted to 
the wilter, and we did not sce any among them who 
('oRM swim. In their fishing excw-sious the nati,'cs 
n.rc gcnentlly \ory successful; nnd those who pursue 
this mode of obtaining theil' livelihood are compelled 
to adhere to it, llnd oJlowcd to have nothing to do 
with cultivuting the ishmd. They exchange their 
fi8h fol' nuns, Ilnd thus the wants of the fishermen 
und t.ho culti,,:\tors arlil both :mpplied. 

In the first villit.3 of ships to the island, "cry 
cQllsid('roble llYcnlioll was shown by tho nativc::; to 
any of thdr p('oplo ;).tt~Dlpting to go to their hut:-o, 
or ('you to theil' l'llde:\Yollnng to penetrate into the 
wood:-l, although only l\. 8hort distance frolll the 
~horc. from 0. fcnr perhaps of thcir l,lllntntions being 
plU1\llcrt."<i.· Thdr hut:>, which nrc of the rudest 

• Tbeoy bllve no ~uch apprcben3;oo8 now, and allow tbe c"loni$t~ 
to go iuN Rlly pu.rt uf the i'6latul without molesting Ibcw. 



358 NATIT'E INDIANS. 

construction imaginable, may be djstinctly sceo among 
tllC trees in small groups, surrounding a clenred space 
of ground, jn which they cultivate the yam, and are 
formed of a few stakes driven firmly into the ground, 
thn.tchcd over with the palm leaf, the sides being 
completed with It sort of wicker-work. They nre about 
ten or twelve feet long, and half tho.t in breadth, and 
not morc than four or five feet in height. Their 
only furniture consists of some long, flat pieces of 
"'ooel, raised a few inches from the ground, and 
slightly hollowed out, to answer the purpose of 
sleeping in. 

Numerous instances have occurred of the thieving 
propensities of the natives i and it required, at first, 
a considerable degree of \-igilancc to prevent them 
from being successful; but it is due to the chiefs to 
say that, since the establishment of Clarence, they 
havo invariably taken an activo part in putting a stop 
to it. Wbnt(wer may have been their habits previous 
to the forruntioll of the settlement, they seem to be 
little impro\'ed by their intercourse with the settlers. 
Their principal chief has received the formidable 
appellation of Cut-throat fron) Capta,in Owen, a 
namc by which ho will be known as long as ho lives. 
'fhis fellow is a most determined savage, and seems 
to IHwc lost noue of his natural propensitios by COlD­

munication with the settlers. He has received in­
nlUllcrable presents from the English of clothes, nnd 
a variety of things, which nt'O nil thrown away on 
him, and he goes about, us usual, weat'jug his little hat 
with feathers stuck in it, and the long grass about Jus 
waist, disdaining such useless coverings, as he imagines 
them. 'l'his is not to be wondered at; for, necus­
tomed as he has been all his lifetime to the unre­
stl'uined freedom of his wholo l)er80n, it would bo 
rather a mnttol' of surprise to see him malio use of 
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them, particularly in the climate of Fernando Po, 
where one almost wishes to follo\\~ the c.xample of the 
natives, excepting in the use of their clay and pnlm­
oil. No doubt Cut-t.lU'oat thinks tlus quite n sufficient 
(lO\'ering. 

The natiycs pay frequent visits to the colony; and 
however they may deo.! out justice among themselves, 
are by no means backward in seeing it o..dministered 
among the free negroes and Kroomen of Clarence. 
It frequently happens that, in the scarcity of liyc 
stock, some of the former, unable to restrain their 
desire for Ulore substantial food, and tired of their 
Indian corn, Ycnture to help themsehres to what the 
natives will not bring them. Parties of these people 
are accordingly formed, who find theix wo..y to the 
huts of the na.tit"es in the interior, and steal their yams, 
g<lats, and sheep, Of what eyer they meet with. These 
depredati.ons nre sure to bring the unfortunate owners 
to tho colony 'with complaints of their losses, which 
UfO lrud boforo the governor. The negroes arc then 
mustol'ed before them, and the native who has been 
plundered is allowed, if he can do so, to point out the 
thief. If he should be successful. which is frequently 
the ens!'), he is i\llowed to witness the punishment 
which the offender is sure to receive, and genemlly 
gots somo rccompense for his loss, On the unday 
l\ft(>r our lll'ri'nu at Clarence. a party of four Kroomcn 
set oft' into tho interior, with l\ full determination of 
plunder. let. tho consequence be what it might. They 
had not gone ftIT before thoy met with a goat belonging 
to n nati,"c, which they immediatoly shot, ond returned 
with it ct\rofully concealed, that thoy might not be 
l1.is('oYcrcd. Their precautions, how-ever, were of little 
uyuil, for tho owner of the an.imal, accompanied by n. 
party l,f his friends, madc his allpearnncc at Clarcuce 
tho next morning. and prcfclTeU his complaint in 
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strong tCI1llS against the luckless Kroomen, whom, it 
appenred, he perfectly well knew. The Kroomen 
were accordingly mustered, and the Yery four who 
11ad gone on this unfortunate c:\-pedition were pointed 
out \\"ith exultation by the natives. The law took 
its course: the Kl'oomen each receiyed one hundred 
Imd fifty lashes from the African drummer usually 
employed on these occasions. while the natives stood 
by to see that the punishment was duly performed. 
This they did to admiration, by counting the number of 
lashes they each received; and !lUNing witnessed the 
last pnnished with eyes sparkling with brutal satis­
faction at~he todures of the unfortunate sufferers, 
they went n.way quitc satisfied. The lllace where this 
disagreeable operation is petformed, is in the barrack­
yard OIl Point William, between the officers' house 
and the hospital. The culprit is tied up to It kind of 
strong gallows, erected for the purpose. Two stout 
pieces of timber, about seven or eight feet high, are 
driven perpendicularly into the ground, nbollt fonr 
feet apart from each other i a pieco is secw'ed firmly 
across them at the top, und another at a short dis­
tance from the ground. The hands of the man who 
is to be punished aro tied at each end of the upright 
pieces, and his legs are secured to the same on each 
side below, in whicb position he is e:\.-posed to tho 
merciless scow'ge of the drummer, which is a com­
mon cnt-o'-n ine-tails. It is painful even to think of 
such scenes as t.hese, and when they take place at the 
mero 'whim and caprice of the hardened shwc-merchnnt, 
such a picture is revolting iu the oxtreme. Here, 
however, seYcre ns it may appear, it must be looked 
on in a different point of yjew. The punishment is 
grent; but with a certainty of receiyiug it if dis­
cO\'ored, the negro wiH nID the risk of incurring it by 
what may be termed a breach of the first law of 
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ch·ilised society. In addilion to the tendency it has 
to keep the fl'eo blncks in control, such a proceeding 
conyinces the nnti"es of the island that their depre­
do.tions arc not sanctioned by the colony. Wcre 
some punishment not instituted to curb the restless, 
piU'cring propensities of these people, no order could 
be maintained; they would return to n worse condi­
tion tho.n that from which they were in at first, and 
tho colony would be no longer secure; for the natives 
of the island, finding their homes invaded, anll their 
property carried off, unahle to obta.in redress, would 
soon take tho law into their own hands, and would 
either murder tho colonists 01' drivo thero from the 
island. Thorefore, although a seycre one, it is 0. 

salutary moasuro. und it has no doubt done much 
towards keeping the na.tives themselvcs honcst. "'hat 
punishmont is adopted among the natives we have 
been Ulla.ble to ascertain. The chiefs appeo.r to pos­
ses,. considerablo authority oyer them, and it i~ not 
improbnhlo that the custom of the settlement is 
imitated in somo l:!bape or other. 

The ouly wcul10ns used by the nnti\'es, excepting 
the knife before mentioned. is n spenr. of about eight 
feet in h:·ogth, made of irou-wood. nnd barbed at one 
cud. '1'h(' nature of the wood is ::10 hard, as not to 
require the proh.'Nion of iron at the end, and we did 
not sec ony pointed with it. They n.re yery plentiful 
nmong the n.\tive~, who do not appel\f to a.ttach any 

'pftrtil'ultlr "I\loc to thl'lu. 'Ye had no opportunity of 
witnessing their cxpcrtncsil. with thClU; but they 
arc ~aid to \lflC thcm for killing monkeys and other 
nnimals. 

Tho rcsourccs of the \ilhwd, in point of prm"isioDs, 
I\l"Q eithl'r l'xhausted, or the na.tives oro detenniucd 
to reserYc ,yhllt nfl' left for thdr OW11 purposc)'. On 
the tinlt l(irmtlltiol\ of the cstablishm('nt, they gladly 
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brougllt to mn.l'kot aU thoy lind to t1j,aPOBO of, in tho 
81\ll\O mo.JlIlOI" itI:I Lhoy bud oono to (lilY VC8R(jJ that 
ubllllocd to yjHiL ~ho jaJnnd. ')liteRa cOJ)sialod of 0. 

row sLeop, KO'~l f:l, lind fowJ~, of I~ "(11'Y pOCt (jllUlity, 
unit plclJty of YllIIJH, whi~h Wel'O t~ll rond.ily oxchallgod 
1'01' pil'C(.lH of inm hoop, of about Mix inches long. A 
pit·co of hoop of lhi~ length would purcbllac 1\ gMt, 
thl'CO 01' fml1' fowh~, 01' (~III1'go bundlo of ynUlf:l woigh­
ill,/.\' I\bout LWl'lIly VOltlld tl, AJj Lhoi)' ato(;k bCCI\OOO 
oxJlltllat.o(l, BO tho iron hOO]>M lJocnJ1lo l<~8a \,(\I1I1,l.b10; 
1\101'0 W(IJ'O dl' J\IUll(l od, unti l Lho Ilo..tivc8 couJJ no 

IOllgol'sup!,l) tho HoU h:lflOllt, niHl hnd onough to do 
to ]H'ovido fOl' thllJllHolvo8, wholl ihoy discontinued 
lheh- f:llIPJ>Ii(~ij; /\lId tho ijOW(\UlCllt, uot yet nblo to 
pl'ovido for ibmlf, it! dOl'cndcnt on ijuppliOB fl'om t.ho 
(J(llobtU',IIII( \ d"OI'ij nOu l' iL, Bullocks ILl'O sLatod py 
tho nl~th'oij to ho p'IOlltiful on lho hill!:! iu tho iutorior, 
hilt \\'0 }H\vO not ho[u'(\ of lIll)' hf""iug bool} 800n by 
Ow p~oJllo of ('hll'onoo, I\I\(.\ thoy oro gonornlly 
ollt!IiHN\ fl'om tho Cfllohnl' riv(lr, Door nrO o.lso snid 
LO bo Olt tho it:lilwd, f~bull{ll1l\cC of wild fowJ, find n. 
gl'out. nlllnbol' of TIIollJ<OYij- tlomo hinck, IIUd ot.hors of 
I~ hrowJ\ coiol1)" rUt'l'olll IU'O nitlo ill11umomblo, lmd 
tho J){~ti"08 tll'O plwlicllhwly 11m'linl to (hom I\ud 
lHonttcyti 1'01' food, 'rUt'nO luwo beon cnught in tho 
lUll' Uif WOlill/{ fi!;lh, bnL the-MO Muppli c3 nrO Ullcortniu, 
nlHl thQI'Ofol'o not to bo \lopondcd on, 'J'ho hiland 
il:! <'Jllll'cly 11IollHti\inOllB, Olld {~ontni n8 0. fiuo rioh soil, 
{Jopuulo of p~'odu(!illg lmytltilil-{ "u((uircdOf it. Sovo\'n l 
MtntlJlmOllllltlill I:I II'Ofl,nHJ fnll illLo t'he HOfL, tho l!ll'gost 
of "'hioh IHO tl.o two 1\1111'0(1 J fny ILnd HortOll, brool(s 
Ihlfol'o uwntioned. 'J'ho Jll'inciJlll l vogotoblo oult.il'otod 
hy illo l\llti,,~'~iM tho )'nlll, wilh which tbo)' nro PI\I'­

ti ouludy 1:I 1l{·<· o~lo\rul. 'rho bl'Ht. ynml:l of tho il'l lnnd 
mo lUlid to ho th{l~~l of GOI)J'P:l,'/:I l}l\Y, which (\1'0 \'ol'y 
Illl'ge, nlld of UIHlOlHJnOllly fino fltwoul', 'rhu supply 
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of these at Clarence is now ,rery limited, and not 
to be dep~nded on o.1wnys, which may probably be 
owing to a difference in the season for gro'wing them. 
This defioiency has been in some measure remedied 
by the consbtuction of a government garden, from 
whioh some men~of~,,,,o.r hllxe received supplies. but 
these arC' Dot sufficient to supply the wants of the 
colony, and recourso is had for them to the Calebar 
rh'cr, 

Palm~wiuo Ilt tho colony, as well as on the coast, 
ig the common and favourite drink of the natives. It 
is easily procured in any quantity, and is used either 
in l\:n unfermented sto.te. when just fresh from the 
tree, or after it has been kept some dnys. It seems 
peculiarly intended by it bo\mtiful Providcnce for 
the untutored and destitute Indian, who is unable to 
supply himself with' those boverages which nrc the 
result of art. The palm~tree I\~rds him a pleasant 
dl'ink. l\ voluable oil. a fruit from the nut; and. 
besides food, it furnishes him with 1\ material to 
construct hi~ hut. and is alwa.ys ready for any im­
mcdiate purpose. The juice which is called" mne" 
is obtaineu by making a hole in the trunk of the 
trce. anu insorting a piece of tho leaf into it so as to 
fOl'm a Sr~\\lt; tho liquid flows through this, and is 
rcc('i"ctl in a culab"sh placed bencatll it. which pro­
bably hoMs two or three gallons. and will be thus 
fiUed in tho toms(' of n dar. It shortly nssumes l\ 

Ulilk:- a.ppcnranc(', nud is either used in this st-atc or 
prescrY(,u till it ncquir('s rnthC'r !\ bitt('r fla.Your. The 
prouuce of the palm~trec. fish. and yam::.. form tile 
priudpnl food of thl' natiycs of Fcrnnndo Po. although 
they do not hcsitl\tc to dcvour monkcys. when they 
can a:ct thcm. 

'rl;is Dwthtlcl of obtaining the juice of the palm. 
tl'CQ is cxactly similur to that which 18. adopted by 
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the Indinnsin North Amel'ica with respect to thc 
mnple-h·ce. A hole is made in the same manner 
in tile hunk of the tree, nnel a piece of birch' ba.rk 
inserted into it ns a spout, which , fr'om its peculiar 
nature, a.nswers the purpose l'cmtU'knllly wcll. The 
juice of the maple, instead of being preserved, is 
cOllverted into sugar by evaporation. 'i' here are 
vnrious SOlts of timber nt Fernando Po, among which 
the African oak is very plentiful, and particularly 
so in George's Buy, whore it grows close to the 
sea-side; satin -wood, ebony, lignuDl-vitm, yellow cam­
wood, find severnl sorts of muhogany, besides other 
wood of a vcry hard na.tmc, grow in profusion aU 
over the island, und may probably hereafter become 
valuable. 

\V c hnd the good fOl'tw\e to arrive at the island 
during lhe season of £ne weather, but han not yet 
cnjoyed much of the sea-breeze, which, about noon, 
has sometimes set in from the nOl1h-west quarter. 
'fhe hnl'tUu,ttnn is snid to be experienced here, although 
it extends not to the other islands of the g ulf. This 
wind, which passes o\'er thc saluls of Africn, would be 
uhnost insllppol'tnble were it not for tbe sea-breezes. 
'While tho hfll'mn.ttan lasts, the dryness of the atmo­
SphCI'Q produces an unpleasant feeling, although it is 
said to be not injmious to health. '1'he atmosphere 
is filled with n tine light sand, which prevents ob­
j ects froUl being distincj.ly seon, the. Slut loses his 
brilliancy, and C\·crything Ilppeftl'S parched nnd suf­
fering from tho want of moisture. 'llite eftect of the 
hnrmnttnn, immedintoly after the rainy senson, is 
said to be most beneficial in drying up the vapours 
with which tho atmosphere is londed; Ilnd it has been 
obsen 'ed thnt, on the return of this wind at the end 
of the rainy senson, the recovery of invalids c~m. 
mcncos. 'rho hnl'lliattnn ]\as also the effect of drymg 
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up the skin of the natives in a. yery extraordinary 
manner. After a.u exposure to it, t.he skin peels oft'iu 
white scnles from their whole body, which nssumes au 
appearance as if it were covered ovor with n white dust. 

The islands in the Gulf of Guinea, with tllC excep­
tion of Fernando Po, ha,'e each a capital town of 
some consequence, nnd although they produce suffi­
cient supplics for ships that visit them, and cnrry on 
n. small trad(', it is much to be doubted whether they 
are not moro indebted for their importance to the 
sliwe-t rade than nny other source. 'With respect to 
Princc's Isla·nd and St. Thomas, they nTe known to be 
the receptacles for slaves from the coast, from whence 
thoy aro re-embarked and conveyed aW'ay as oppor­
tunities offer: und the natives of the small island of 
Anno-Bon appea.r to be Ih;ng in constant fear of the 
same, from tho efiocts of their former treatment by 
the Spania.rds. 

T he natiyes of Anno-Bon h&\"o a tradition that 
they once belonged to the Portuguese, and ex.hibit 
proofs of their luwing been formerly initia.ted in the 
c(,l'emonies of the Roman Ca.tholic religion. They 
ru'O said to be pnrticularly ctll'eful, when any stronger 
yisits their settlement, to let them sec their church, 
which is rt}lpl'Cpriatcly situatetl for this purpose lln­
Dlcdit\tcly opposite the landing-pbce. At present, 
by Rll nc('ounts. they nrc liying in a state of natural 
~implicit~ anll ignorance of the ,yoriel. Some iden 
may be formC'd of the condition of their minds by a 
ston that jg currentlY related of them, in which the 
(lffi..~ts of thdl' former tuition aro apparent. The 
kil1~ (lnc(' !(rnye1y told n. Yi~it(lr, with nn idea of 
impre~~ing him with hi:- imp(lrtancC', that a. short time 
PI,{,YIOllS to his fl.\Timl, he bad heM a conference with 
the SuprclUc Being. from whom he had learnt the 
cau"'~' 1.1f t\ recent 8ickncss which had Y'isited. them, 
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and also tbat. be had npprol'ed of his being the king 
of the island. Other stories equally nonsensical nrc 
t<>ld of them, such os might be e~1>ected from 
people left in tbis half-informed condition; but tho 
old king's wOfel was sufficient for his subject-s, and 
tbis assurance was quite enough to satisfy the harm. 
less, inoffensive creatures, that he was their legitimate 
~ng. Although Anno-Bon is a healthy island in 
comparison with any other in the Gulf of Guineil., it 
is too far removed from the coast to be of use in 
putting down the slave-trade, unless it were mnde a 
relldezyous for baIf-a-dozen steam.,essels, which 
would do more than any other class of vessels towards 
cHecting this objE:ct. 

Favourable as the situation of Olarence is for the 
pm'pose for wbich it is intended, it ~ much to be re­
gretted that it is so unhealthy for Europeans. During 
our stny on the island four deaths occurred; these 
})CI'SOUS were, the sail-maker, one of the carpenters of 
the colony, a seaman of the Portia, colonial schooner, 
and onc 'of the crcw of the Susan, an English brig 
that we founel here on our first arrival. The Susan 
was in the Culebnr rivcr waiting for a cargo, when 
her crew were attacked with feYer, which quickly 
carried oft' her captain, mates, and left only one 
parson Oolive. The "essel thus reduced was without 
her crew to bring her out of the river, much less to 
complete her cargo, and she might haye remOoined 
there till the last had died, but for the watchful 
attention of Mr. Beeroft, who brought her to Clarence 
with a pnrty of men, and, after putting a new mast 
into her, and doing all in his power to set tile "essel 
in order, supplied her with prorisions and fresh 
people, und sent her to sea. 'Va were offered a pas­
sage in her to Englo.nd, but declined accepting it in 
consequence of thc condition in which she had been. 
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She was a.fterwaros obliged to stop at Cape Coast, in 
consequence of the fever ha';ng broken out afresh 
on board of her, The most melancholy account of 
tho cffects of the climate here, which came within 
our knowledge, was in the. family of Lieutenant 
Stookwell, the officer commanding the party of 
marines, whoso name we have mentioned before. This 
gentleman had brought his wife and a large family 
with him from the island of Ascension, who were 
residing with his brother officer in a building called 
tho \Yaterfall nouse, which hnd been erected by 
Captain Owen. Mr. toekwell successively lost fiyc 
of his children and the seryauts. the latter of whom 
successively died o.s they came into his service. nia 
brother officer nlso died, making cleven in number. 
and Mr. Stookwell and his wife narrowly escnped 
with their liyes. The house WtlS in consequence 
deserted by them, and has since been occupied by the 
blt\ck people. Tho fever which attacks European~ 
at this i~alld is so.iJ to be similnr to the yellow feyer 
in the \\' cst Indies. Tho symptoms are the same, 
from the COlUmencement to the end of the disease. 
nuu it is equally as summa.ry in its effects. George's 
Bay is said to be far healthier thuu Clarence, aUtI 
heing on the western side of thc i.sland receives the 
full benent. of Ute sen·brceze, whilo at Clarence this 
,,;ud iR latcr, anel is interrupted by la.nd to the west­
'ward of it. In addition to this. tho sea·brecze passes 
over no long and diso.grccilblc ::;WtUllp in its progress to 
Chm.'ucc. which no doubt cho.rgc$ it ~;th all kinds of 
uoxious mpours. George's Ba.)·, besides baying 
the bOllC'6t of a. pure sea.·breczc. bas a. good denI of 
clear land about it, n.Itd equa.lly as good a. soil as 
Clar .... nce. 

It is mort:' than probable, as we itn,'c now ascertained, 
Ula.t n ,nlttcr-commuruca.tion may be carried on with 
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.so axtensi\'c a part of the interior of Africa, that 
a considerable trade "'ill be opened with the country 
tlu'ough wllich we haw~ pussed. The natives only 
require to know what is wanted from them, and to 
be shown what they will have in rctm'n, and much 
produce that is now lost from neglect will be turned 
.0 0. cOl16idernble account. 'fho count rios situated 
)Il the banks of the Niger will become frequonted 
f,'om all the adjacent parts, and this magnificent 
dtrcum will assume all appearance it has nevor yet 
displayed. Tho first oflect of a trade being opcnGd 
will be to do away with the monopoly ncur the mouth 
of the river, which has hitherto been held by the 
ohiefs of the lower countries. Steam-boats \\ilJ 
penetrate up the river, ovon us far us Lever, at the 
time of year in which we came down, llnd will defy 
the efiorts of these mouopolists to nrNst their })ro. 
gress. Tlw steam.cngine, the grandest hlYention 
of the humnn miod, will be a fit mcaos of conveying 
civilisation among these uninformed Africans, who. 
incapable of comprehending such 0.. thing. will yiow 
its nrl'iYnl nmong them with astonishment and terror, 
but will gradually learn to appreciate tho benefits they 
will derive, nod to hnil its arrival with joy. In this 
cnse Fernando Po ,,-ill become of still greater couso­
quenco, and \\'iJl no doubt become a dep6t of coo­
siderable importnnce. It is my opinion, however, 
that omch expense would be saved, and, nbovc all, 
Ulnoy vnIllable Ih'es, jf it were possible to adopt 
Geol'ge's Day as the plnce for the principal establish­
ment. Of the different parts of the coast, Accra is 
the most healthy. and were it neurel', I should recoOl­
mend it for such it purposo, the soil heing good aud 
elMr of wlderwood for ronny miles around. But tho 
distnnce nt which H lies from the mouth of the I'iv(!r 
is 000 great for such (l.. pUl'pos~. 
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Thursday, December 23rd.-The superintendent, 
Mr. Becraft, invited me to accompany him in the 
P ortia, colonial schooner. to the Caleb::Lr riYer, 
"Thither he wus going to procure stock for the use of 
the colony. The plnce from which this is obtained 
is clllled Ephraim Town, where ito.ppears to be very 
plentifuL Being tired of Fernando Po, I accepte(l 
his in\'itntioll, to pass awny the time that we should 
yet ]1Iwe to wait before we could get away. not,,;th­
standing nU our anxiety to g('t home with the news 
of our discovery. :My brother. being vcry ill, was 
ullt\ble to Ilccompany us. I left him at Clarence, and 
embarked with ~Jr. Becraft in the cyening. "~e 
t!a}lru:tcd from Clarence with a. fine breeze, but fownl 
it necc~ary in goi.ng out to be pnrticularly careful 
of being drifted by the tide either on Point William, 
or on the Allchliue i~lets at eat'h extremity of the 
cove, us tho tide ruwllYS sots eitl'er towards one or 
the other. In leaving the cove, it is best to keep as 
nenr as pos~ible midwn~T between the two extremes, 
and nvt to o.ppl'ouch either the onc or the othcr, 
uearer than can possibly be a'foided. The currents 
in the Gulf of Guinea fire statNl to be vcry Yari3.blc, 
although they arc roo:.t ge!H'raily from the ~westwnrd. 
obeying the JireNioll of the sen-breezc. The har­
mattau ~encft\l1y pro<lHcea n H'ry strong westerly 
C'urrcnt ill Jircct opposition hi this. and the "tam of 
kuowing it bntl frequently prowd fntal to "essels: the 
mo.sler~ of which iml\gining that th<,y were under the 
intluencc of ,Ill ea.sterly C\UTent. huye been actuallv 
drifted mnny Uliles to i.111 .. ~ Wl'stwllru in the cour::e ~f 
n ~illglo night. amI hnye fllullli themselYes 011 shore 
the 1).(':\t mortling. The yi'JlcllcO of the current from 
the wl'::;.tward when the sea-breezes arc strong, is :;0 
!treat, -tbt\t it i:s scoredy ll(l, .. ~iblc to believe that l\ 

du} or two of the hannatt:.\u would o\-er('(.IIDe it : but 
,"OL. II. • B 
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the effect of this is so powerful, that it is well known, 
to those who have frequented the gulf, that the cur­
rent pl'oduced by the hnrmattan will even continue 
ngainst tbe westerly winds after they may have again 
set in. A remnrkable instance is related of the velo­
city of the currents in the gulf to the southwnrd of 
Fen.umdo ~o. In the month of Juno, n. vessel per­
formed the passage between Prince's Island and St. 
Thomas in t,wenty ho\U's, which generally occupies 
from eight to ten days. The distance is about ninety­
tbree miles j and the "essel must have aycraged 4.6 
miles pel' hour. The hUl'lnattan is said not to extend 
to the southward of Fernando Po, but this has not 
yet beeu fully ascel'taillod, _ 

The passage through the Gulf from Fernando Po 
to Sien'a, Leone, is generally extremely long and 
tedious, owing to tbe l)revalence of calms and the 
different currcnts. It is genernlly made either by 
running to the southwaru and getting into the south­
east trade, 01' by keeping in-shore as far as Cape 
Palmas, so as to benefit by tlle land winds. The 
former method is gcne"rally recommended by the mer­
clHlntmell, as being safer and quicker j for a ,'essel 
adopting the latter is more \mder the dangerous in­
flucnce of the currents, besides being obliged to keep 
close to the shore: it is also adopted by the merchant· 
men in their homeward voyage. Sometimes vessels, 
by taking a mean between these two methods, get 
between two different winds, by which means they 
lose the benefit of both, and are delayed by calms and 
rains. '1'his part I was informed was at the (listancc 
of about sixty miles froUl the laud; so tha.t ,'essels 
should pass either far without 01' else within that 
distfl,l)ce on lea;ving li'crnnlldo Po. 

In this l)al't of the Gulf of Guinen, bctween Fer­
mlndo Po an(l t.he Calebar ril'er, t.he rainy season is 
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!".tnted to commence in the month of July, nnd to be 
at tho worst in August and September. accompanied 
by tornadoes of a most terrific description. The 
mins continue during Noyember, nnd cease iu the 
month of December, but the canst is said to be 
Boldom mony days together without n tornado. Dur­
ing tJle other mouths of tho year, dry, hot weathcr 
is experienced, excepting about May, when slight 
raills take pInce. These raius are looked on as the 
winter of the nativcs, aud arc considered by them 
equally as cold in their effects B.S our "inters in Eng­
land are by ourselyes. They nre equally aliye to the 
chQ.ug~ of the season:s as in northcrn countries, and 
preparo thorosclyes ngainst the coM weather during 
the rains. compnrnti\'cly "ith IlS much carc as we do 
against our "inter's frost. 

The chief peculinrity of this climatc, which distin­
guishcs it froUl nIl others within the tropics, consist~ 
in the fW'ious storms of wiud and min, accompanied 
by the Ulo,."t terrific thunder and lightning it is pos­
~iblo to imagine. These stonns aro known by the 
mllllCo of tOl'lladoes ; and one would be almost inclined 
to think that the ancient belief of the torrid zone 
bcing of a fiery nature. and too hot for mankind to 
Ih-c ill, ori,~illntcd in tho e:xaggcmted reports of them 
whidl roi~ht haye gmd.ually found their way into the 
part of tl\\' world then known. Ilod from which they 
\\"on:o not ycr~' far ditltant. 'Ye haye nlready se('1\ 
three here. but tlwy W('I'(, trifiiug in their effects com­
pnrL'<l wi.th tho",c which take phlcc in the miny scason. 
'fhcy nrc u('scrihL",l n ... being most yiolont, but hap­
pil~·. of 8hort dumtioll: nothing can withstand the 
fury of tho ,,·ind while they h1"t. hut they' give suffi­
cieut iudh.'I\tiollS of their apVl'onch. of which the 
eomIDaulieN (If ships Oll the con""t know how to takl' 
ad\'U,llt ... lge. Thl') inYl\ribly l'l'mc from the castern 

B n.:} 
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quarter of tho horizon, ond last about fifteen or 
twenty minutes. Their first approach is indicated by 
a luminous, gin ring apl)caroncc in the north·cast 
quorter, which in the COUTse of nbout all hour has 
shifted gradually to the east and south-east, whilG 
the usuol sen-breeze from the north-west continues 
blowing. Having arrived in tho south-east quarter, 
tho storm shows its nearer approach by incessant 
flashes of lightning of a most awful description, accolU­
pani,ed by thunder which is absolutely deafening. 
'£he proximity of the lightning contributes not a 
little to its awful appearance. A short intcn·ru of 
calm now takes place, occasioned probnbly by the 
suspension of tho sea-breeze, from the od\'ance of 
the tornado. A small nrch may at the same time 
be percei\'ed neal' the horizon, in the direction of the 
approaching storm; this, which from the t.ime of 
its being first seen increases rapidly, being nothing 
more than the effect of the wind in dispersing the 
heu.:vy clouds through which it passes. The momen­
tous crisis is now at hand. As soon as the arch has 
renched. about half-wny to the zeuitl), the storDl 
bw'sts forth with the most impetuous violence, nnd 
tOJ'rents of rain immediately follow; 811ip5 that 
happen to be caught in it before they ha-ve adopted 
the necessary precautions for safety by tal,ing in all 
their Sikils, arc th1'ow11 on their side instnntly; but 
happily tho warning it gives of its approach is suffi­
cient to eonblo tho experienced navigator, who is 
ever 0)1 the watch for chnnges in the wenther. to 
reduce the sail f"om his ship, and put her head in 
thnt, position in which she is best nble to withstand 
its effects, by running before the wind. This awful 
pGriod lasts gcnernlly about n. quarter of an bour­
when the wind subsides rn.ther suddenly, while tho 
rain falls incessantly-: shorlly aftcnnll'ds, the wind 
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shiftiJ round by the south to its old quarter, the 
west, until anot.her tornado comes to disturb it. 
1.'hcre arc sc,'eral peculiarities attending the torna­
lloes. which arc rather remarkable. It has been 
remarked by experienced nayigators. tbat they nrc 
much influenced by the different phases of the moon, 
-tho.t. they generally commence with thc new or 
full moon, at which time they nrc the most violent, 
rmd that they even como on (l.t the time that the 
moon sets. The influence of the moon on thc weather 
in other ('ountries is doubted, but this is an extra­
ordinary fact, }'elating to the tornadoes, which has 
b~en pro"cd by experience. 

Satllrdll.'l. Decemher 25th.-Aftcr n pleasant pas­
::loge, we ollchored this mOl'nulg off Ephraim Town, 
in the Call'bor river. The distance from Fernando 
Po to tho north of the Colebar ri,'er is about sixty 
miles. a.nd Ephraim Town is distant about fifty miles. 
on thc ea!l.tcl'U bank. On our way up the river, my 
nttcntion wn~ attmetcu by something of a ver,'~ 
0xtrtlllrdinury I\}lpc'arnoce hanging oyer the water from 
the bmllch of a. tree. My curiosity was excited hy 
it. aod 1 was at a loss to conjecture wba.t it W8S. I 
did not l't'wnin long in s.uS}lensc. fOT we soon passed 
suffi()icnth- neal' to enable me to discover that it was 
the body' of one of the lU\tiyeS suspended bJ the 
milhlh.', with the feet nnll bauds just touching the 
watel'. Sl) barbarous ll. sight quickly reminded me 
thnt I WtlS agnin (Ullong the poor deluded wretches 
of the CQllst, althougb I had seen notbing so bad as 
this on my war down to the brig Thomas. in th~ 
rivcr Xun. The unti'-es of this plncc arc pagans, in 
the UloM del'l'an~d condition. and know nothing of 
Mt\holllUlC\lauislU. nor auyother creed. They helicye 
in (\ g'ood !'pirit. who thcy imagine dweU~ in the 
water; nud SlLcrifices such :18 that just mentioned are 
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frequently made to him, with' the idea. of gaining his 
fu,'our nnd protection. TIle object selected for this 
purpose is generally some unfortunate old sluYe, who 
may be wom ont and incapable of furtbel' sernce, or 
Wl£t for the ma.rket; and he is thus left to suffer 
death eit~r from the effects of the SUll, or from t.he 
fangs of some hungry alligator or shark, which may 
chance to nnd t.he body. The cil'Cumstnllce of the 
hands a1ld feet being just allowed to be immersed in 
the water, is considered by these deluded people as 
llccessary, and they are thereby rendered an easier 
prey, ' 

It is usual with ships, on their nrst arrival in the 
river, to be yisited by Duke Ephraim, the chief of 
the town - a. personag.e who is well known to the 
numerous Liverpool t.raders that frequent the rh'er. 
The reason of this visit, is, that the duke m~y 
receive his present, 'which consist..s generally of cloth, 
muskets, rum, or any articles of that description; 
und be always goes on bonrd in great state in .his 
canoe for this purpose, previous to ,,-hioh, no one 
is allowed to leave the ship. 'fhis regulation, which 
is a method of securing' the port-dues, affects those 
only who come to the riYer for the purpose of trade; 
und as the Portia was a government vessel, we were 
not included. As soon as we had anchored, I 
fLccompnrued .Mr. Becraft on shoreJ and proceeded 
with him to the duke's residence, for the purpose of 
paying Olu' respect-s to him, A walk of about teu 
minutes bl'Onght ~IS to his honse, and ,ve found him in 
the pnEwcl' squ:u'c which belong's to it,. busily engaged 
in writi-ng', and Stll'l'Olmded by a great number of his. 
principaJ people. It was something unusual to find 
a native cllief thus emp1oyed; but the large dealings 
which Duke Ephraim appears to have with the 
Liverpool merchn-nt..s acconnts in some measure fo1' 
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Lhis accomplishment, and. the smattering of English 
he has obtaincd. lIia only pretellSions to dress con­
sisted in 0. smart gold-laced hat, which he wore, and 
a handsome piece of silk tied round his loins. His 
chief officers, who wore next to biro, also wore gold­
laced hats, whila thosa next in rank to them wore 
silver-Ince, and the lower class contented themseh'es 
without aither. 'Ve arrived at council time, but )OIr. 
Bccroft being immc<lintely recognized by the duke, 
he l'ecei\'cd us very conlinlly, and made us sit down. 
Duke Ephraiul bears the character of being always 
vary civil and atteutivo to the English, aud of 
Ulaking himself very nctive in supplying their wants 
of live stock. lie has formeJ a fu,'ou:-able opinion 
of them from the fine tllinps they bring him, but hi8 
discernment goo~ beyond these; for tho circumstance 
of slave vessels baving been captured and taken out 
of the ri\'er by tho boats of the English ships of war 
on the stntion, hilS impressed hi'l with admiration of 
their bolOnes); Bud courage, nnd gi'\'en him a yery 
Qxnlted opinion of their pow-er. Vesl:Icls of war for­
merly came up the ri,'crs in search of sitwers, and he 
has rCt'd\'oo their connuamlers with much kiuduc3s, 
t\Dd assi~tcd them all in his power-a. tmit in his 
eho.l'flctcl' which is rathcr extraordinary, when tbeir 
object is considered. as he is tho prin;ipal agent by 
whom supplies of sla.vet\ ,\1'0 furnished fl'Oro the inte­
rior. Xone. howcycl', nre allowed to come up now. 
in con~cqucncc of the deaths which occurred. 

Afh'l' Il short timc, we wore dC$ired to go up stairs 
into h~ ll('st room. and we Ilccordingly fI~conded Ilhout 
thirty (It' fort~· wooden sh'ps. and entered a spacious 
<"ll!l.l'tlncnt. when the sight that pres('nted itself WI\S 

(If the Illost c:draordintlry dc~cription. The rOQDl, 

which WtlS I\bout thirty feet in leng1:h. by about 
twcnty in breutlth, wos-literally ('roDl~lCd fuiJ of fill 
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kinds of European furniture, co'\"ercd with cobwebs 
and oust about half all inch deep. Elegant tables 
and chairs, sofas of a magnificent description, splendid 
looking-gbsses, :'lnd prints of the principal public 
chal'acters of England, as well as yi.ews of sea and 
lan(l engagements, set in handsome gilt frame:>, beau­
tifully cut glass decanters a.nd glasses, glass chande­
liers, nnd a quantity of other things, too numerous 
to mcntion, were all mixed togcther, in the ut·most 
confusion. A handsome organ attracted our notice, 
and n. large solid brass ann-chair, which aD inscription 
on it announced was the present of Sir J olm T obin, 
of Li\·erpool. The inscription, or rather raised cha­
ractel'S, were these :_1< Pl'esented by Sir John Tobin, 
of Li,-erpool, to his friend Duke Ephraim;" and \'run 
enough is the chief of his present. He exhibits this 
chair ,,-j~h the rest of Ius presents to t.he people, or 
any stranger who may happen to visit him, and allows 
them to fcast theil' eyes, as he imagines, on the 
goodly sight; but stlch is his care and pride of them. 
that he will not allow them to be touched by anyone; 
!"lnd bis attendant.s 0.1'0 not permitted t.o approach 
them, m'en for the purpose of cleaning off the dust 
\yhich has Ilccunmlated since their first arrival. _The 
whole of this misceUnneo\ls assemblage of goods are 
presents which b8"\""e been made to the duke by mer­
chants of Liverpool, as well as French, Spanish, and 
Portuguese traders, and are the accumulation of a 
considerable length of time. 

Duke Town, or Ephraim Town, as it is known by 
both of these appellations, is situat.ed ou ra.ther 
elevated ground, on the left or east bank of the riYer, 
and is of considerable size. extending principally 
along it. From the appearance of it, I should con­
clude that its iuho.bitu.nts amount to at lenst si~ 
thousand people. The houses are generally built of 
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clay, like those of the Eboe people. The breadth of 
tho rh-er opposite to it is not quite so wide as the 
Thames at 'Vntcrloo Bridge, and the opposite bank 
is not so high as that on which the town stands. 
Tho houses nrc built in an irregulnr manner, Jeavin ..... 
rery li ttle rQom for therond between them; which, at 
ulis tUna, is exceedingly wet nnd dirty. The duke's 
house is situated in tho middle of the town. and, like 
the rest, is built of clay. It consists of seyernl squares, 
round each of wbich i~ a "crandah, similar to the 
llOUSCS in Yarribn. Tbe centre square is occupied by 
tho duke and his wives_ tho others being the abode 
of his sen"nnts nnd attendants, wbicb, all togetber. 
nmolmt to a cousidcmblc number. Immediately op­
posite to the nl"ilt l.'qunre, 'which forms the entrance 
to his residence. stands n Slllull tree, profuscJy deco­
rated with human $ulls and bones. This tree is 
con~iderod by tho people as fetish. or sacred; ond is 
supposed to pos.'Icas the ,irtuc of pre,"enting the evil 
spi rit from entering the duke's rcsidcllce. Near the 
trec stal\d~ tho honae which is inhabited by their 
priests, n class of beings certainly in the most sa,age 
c(lndition of nature that it is possible to imagine. The 
fetish priest!\ of Brl\S~ Town chalked themsehes 
from head to foot. besides dressing after n fashion of 
their own; but these [dlow::> outdo them 1, far, and 
make themscln's tJ10 most biJeous and disgusting 
objC1.'ts ],05siblc. 

Whcthcr it mny be with the idea of pcrsonif:dng 
the e,"il spirit they ar..:- so afmid of, I could not learn, 
but thl'Y go about the town witb a human skull fas­
tened oyer their ft\ce, 1'-0 that the)" can S('C through 
the <',re-hole8 : - this i~ surmounted by n pall." of bul­
lock 's horn~: their botly is cOHroo with net, made of 
stniued grn)ols; nnd. to 'l'(lmr1ete th{' whole, and gi,'o 
thclll un npl)ctu":\u('e as ridiculolL'~ behind as they are 



378 ""ANNER OF MOURNING. 

hideous before, 3. bullock's tail protrudes through the 
dre3S, and hangs down to the ground, rendering them 
altogether themostuncouth~looking beings imaginable. 
Sometimes a cocked hat is substituted for the horns, 
and the skull of a dog or monkey used, which renders 
their appearance, if possible, still more grotesque. 
Thus equipped, they are ready to pelform the myste~ 
ries of their profession, which I had not sufficient 
opportunities to inquire into, but which are quite 

~enough to enslave the minds of the people. They 
secm to belie\"e in a good and e\-il spirit: that the 
good spirit dwells in the river, which accounts for 
their sacrifices being made on it j and tbat the e\;] 
spirit dwells i~ a tree, which, being full of human 
skulls, keeps lum a.way from them. 

Sunday. December 26tll . - This morning, the 
duke's principal man came on board the Portin, to 
receive payment for some bullocks which Mr. Becroft. 
bad purchased. There was something in his appear­
ance ,,,hieh a.ttracted my attention, and I fancied that 
he seemed to be much dirtier than any I had seen 
yesterday. On a nenrer inspection, I found his bead 
and whole body to be cO\~ered with ashes, and a very 
dil·ty piec!! of sackcloth fastened round his loins. 
Besides this, he appeared to be suffering greatdistl'css 
of mind, a.nd presented 0. most woful and wretched 
appearance. I asked him the cause of his grief. and 
why he had covered himself with ashes in such a 
manner? when he reInted to me the cause of all bis 
distress. It appeared that he had possessed six: 
wives, one of whom was gifted ,,;th a larger share of 
personal charms t.han the rest; the consequence of 
which 'Was, that slle received more attent.ion from 
him, and was loved more than any of the others. 
'j'his partiality naturally excited the jealousy of tho 
other ladies j and, mOli.ified by his neglect of t.hem, 
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thoy were determined on revenge, and resolred to 
get r id of their fIWOUl'ed riml by mixing poison with 
hor food. They had just succeeded in effecting their 
pUl1)O~O, which had caused the poor fellow· much dis­
tress, and hc had not recovered the effects of his loss 
this morning when ho came on board the Portio. 
His tale wus simplo and ungarnished j nnd while he 
""as relatiug it to me, tho tears wcre trickling down 
h is rncc. I Dover saw l\ black man feel so much for 
the loss of a wifo as he did. This remarkable CU$­

tow of mourning in snckoloth and ashes appears to 
b(' })('culilU" to theso people; and I find that they do 
not cellse to coyer their persons with them as long 
as their sorrow lnst.~. They do the same on the 
dco.th of 0. relation; and it is the only instnnce of the 
kiml. that I 10xo met with in the part of the country 
through which I hlwc travelled. 

Grcat uproar and confusion has prevailed.in the 
town to-day. occasioned by an adventure of tho 
doctor with the duke's wo:st fn,ourite wife, which is 
likdy to end tragienUy to the parties concerned. 
'l'hi~ l1er:)on. who is tho doctor of tho town, it "p­
pe-lll'S was the bosom friond of the duke, in whom tht:l 
In,ttcr had tho gr('atest confidence, and allowed him 
to "isit his wiycs professionally Ill) of ton ns he thought 
proper. The gentleman's yisits had lately b~olUe 
so frl'qUl'Ilt as to excitC' suspicion. nod n look-out was 
fll'eonlingly ke-pt on his moyemcnts. Tho poor doc­
tor Wl\l' ~oon cl\u~ht in the· snare: the moth'e of his 
visits WtlS founu to llC of an illeglll nature, and the 
onragcod duke ha~ ordcred both to be oo\md ha.nd 
and foot. and thrown into the ri,er to-morrow. 
There i" no doubt that this will bo done i for, 
tllthough tlwsC' mcn haY(' many wives. still a mi~I('­
mCtH10ur of tlth no.tu.rc is looked ou by them "ith 
grc,lt nbhvrrt'llcC'. 
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'''''0, found seYen French ycssels lying in the riYer, 
one Spanish, and two English. One of the latter, 
named the Caledonia, a. ship of five hundred tOllS 

burthen, is the pl"Operty of Sir J oha Tobin, of Lh"er­
pool, which, with the other, t.he brig Eliza,beth, are 
taking in a cargo of palm-oil. . 

The river Oalebar is very serpentine, and there is 
scarcely any other tree besides the mangrove to be 
seen on its banks. The right bank is intersected by 
numerous creeks, wen .known to the natives, who 
frequent them ill their canoes: they communicate 
with aTI the rivers tl;lat faU into the Gulf of Guinea, 
between this riyer and that on which Benin is sit.u­
ated. The natiycs go as far as Benin in their canoes, 
but. there is no communication by water with the 
Oameroons riv"e.r, which seems to be totally distinct 
from tlle CaJebar. The canoes of t.be nati\"es are the 
sume sort as those of the Eboc people. but not so 
large. The l'h-el' is full of crocodiles, which are 
geneniIly about tweh-e or fow-teen feet long, and are 
very daring in search of prey_ A short time previous' 
to our aJ'l'ival, tw'O deaths bad been occasioned by 
them. Sir John Tobin has a large store close to the 
ri,er-side, in ,,"hieh palm-oil is kept for shipw-ent on 
board the Liverpool vessels; und one eyenlog lately 
an unfortunate oath,c boy, tired with his day's. work, 
fell asleep on the floor. In the course of the night 
nIl alligator attacked him, and he was awoke by :find­
ing himself in the jaws of the monster; 11is struggles 
aud cries were yain; the powerful creature lacerated 
bim iu a most dreadful mauner, and tore off one of 
llis Jegs, with which he retreated into the wuter, und 
the remains of t,be lmfortuuo.te boy were found the 
next mOl"lliDg shockingly disfigured, and weltering in 
blood. The death of the ot.her .... ,'as occusioned by his 
losing an arm in a similar mo.nllcr. 
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Provisions at present nre dear at Duke-town, anu 
rnthcr scarcc. Bullocks nrc sold at twenty dollurs 
oach, and those not of a vcry good quality; goats 
aud sheep at throe dollars, ducks at half a dollar each, 
nnd fowls Oit half n dollar the pair. Yams are culti­
"o.tOO by the natives \'ery successfully, nnd are con­
!:;idercd the best tJa,voured and finest of the country. 
Thero are no denred portions of ground on the banks 
of tho ri"er, and thcir cultivation of tho yam and other 
Ycgcto.blcs is at a distanco iu the woods. 

T/~U1'l!da!l, Januar!l 20tll.-Siuce my first return 
to FOfllllndo ro frOUl the Ca.lebar river, I haye nCCODl­
pnnied ~fr. Becroft there h;ce ill the Portia. In 
this i!ltenal the Cacrnnryon, an English .essel, has 
o.rri,·cd with gO"cmmcDt stores from England for the 
estnblishment, and ns $he is going to Rio Janeiro for 
Il. cargo to bloke bllck, and there seerus to be no 'pro­
speot fLt prcsent of our getting away from this island 
by any other means, we btl,,\) req1..cstod Mr. Becraft 
to conclude an llgTl'ement for our pu:;:;uge to that 
pince, from wh('ncc wo hope to be mol'O successful in 
til\(lill~ our way to England. About a. week ago the 
brig 1.'ho018s. ill which we came from the ri'f"cr NUll, 
touched at tho bland on her way homo from the 
CnlU('roon~.-bcr cOUlmander. Lake, thi.nking that 
w(, sbl>uld take n pl\~sa~e with him. "~o hnyc uow 
b(,(,11 hel"e SeH!U wcek!', and wouM l'crtainiy stay se\"en 
mol"C, mthcl' tiHlU put oursohes into his power again. 
'" e ho.d oxp(,Ti~,t\l'('d quite enough of his care and 
ki.udlll'~~. tlml th{,l"cforo decliucd his olfer of taking 
u~. .\fler waitin~ thl"ee dtWS a.t the i:dtlllll, he sailNl 
about six 0 'do('k ~ ill tbe mQrning. llnd had not got 
marc than 0. mile from the aUl'borage, when a large 
w:iscl, with lon~ r'lkin,!! mast:;, t'uddcnly appearl.:d 
fNUl llohinu I\. Pdl"t of the i:-land, and was secn in 
pursuit of hinl 'Ye obscn'cd this ycsscl fire 6Cycrnl 
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guns at him, which at length made him t,ake in sail 
and wait. -YVa have no doubt that this yessel was a 
pirate, and our suspicions werc confirmed the next 
day by seeing the two vessels lying becalmed close 
to each other. There were no signs of them on the 
next day, and we sa.w nothing more of the Thomas. il< 

'r11e commission for the adjudication of shwe 
vessels is not yet remoycd from Sierra Leone to this 
l)lace, and all prizes are taken there for condemnation. 

Everything hONing been prepared for om" departure, 
we embarked on board of tbe Caernarvon,-­
Garth, commander, for Rio Janeiro. The reception 
that we have met with at Clarence from the officers 
of the establishment, bas been most gratifying, and 
bas far exceeded our c).:pectntion5. To .Mr. Becroft, 

" Sitleo our arrival in Etlgland, this vessel bus never been heard 
of, nnd the owners have received no affidn,'it from us to tho n.OOvu 
effect. There can bo nodoubt th:lt tho strangerwns a pirato, from 
his 8uspicious appear:mce, aod tho firing that we obscrvcd ; P.O tlmt 
we cotlsider it a Illost providclltial CSCllpe that \\'0 did not tako our 
pauago ill her. 'fllis was tho general opinion Ilt tho settlement: 
and that when his j>l:.oplu had murdered tho crow of the Thom:lt, 
with their eapl:l.in, or had comlXlllcd them to "wlllk the plank." 
as thoy usually do, thllt they sunk her of tel' taking ev('rytbing out 
of her which thoy might waDt. "Wnlkiug: tho plnnk," is literally 
walking illto tbe sea. A plank is placed acron the side of the 
Sllip, BO that one end projccta sOllledistanee over it,whilo tbo other 
remains inside. Tho persOll condemned by thCllo ruffians to tilis 
mode of death, which "is generolly chosen to avoid one of 11 moro 
dreadful nature, is placed 00 tho inner end of the plank, aud com­
pel!ed to walk along till bo reachc! tho' outor cud, which imme­
diately yields lo hia weight, :lDd he falla iuto tbe sen, never to riso 
again. To wako sborter work of it, 1,0 Is sometimes loadcd with 
a largo shot, which quickly carries him down. Those fellows havo 
allother method of d19posing of allY unfortunahl vtlool thnt IUlly 
f~ll into tilOir lllLnds. After lHl'\'illg got rid of the capl-llin and erow 
as abovt:, they fill her with alllvC8. and send her Ilcros::! tho Atlantic. 
Should tho vossel lio met with by any ship of wnr, she escu.pe! 
cXlllllinl1tion, l1S her nppenranc(', when in tho llDnds of her OWlJ 
commander, was known, and therefore no suspicion is oxcited. 
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the suporintcmlent, we o.re unuer peculiat obligations, 
baring enjoyed the benefits of his hospitulity aU the 
time of om detention here j amI tho kind attention 
of this gentleman, as well as tha,t of Mr. Crichton, 
the no.vru surgeon. who is one of the most amiable 
gontlemuu we ever mot with, nnd Ml'. Beatty. has 
gone fnr towarth remoywg the ill effects of the ex-po· 
sure we had undergone on our way down the river. 
E"ory thing was supplied us that the plnee could 
utl'ord; and it will always be a. source of g,'utification 
to us to reflect on the time we pnssed in their compo.n;,·. 

At six in the cnming. baying taken lenye of our 
frionds. we embarked, nIHi bade adieu to the island of 
}<\~rual1do Po. ~Ir, Stockwell. the officer of marines, 
accowpanied us on bonrd. hasing taken his passng(', 
like ourselves, to return to England, Our crew con­
sists of soyen Eurol)CtHl soamen, two free negroes. 
!\luI one Krooman. b08ides the commander of the 
yos"cl nuu two mates, Two of th~ serunen, Oweu 
\Yillinms, lUlU ChO-rIcs Hill. arC' \?ery ill with feyer. 

'undo!l , Jalluary 23rd.-Tho weather has been 
calw. Gnd we hava not lost sight of Fernando Po. 
At lIoon, Owen "'illiruns, bC'aman, died. Tho funernl 
scnico Wo.s l'~l\d O'VC'l' his reuuuns by Lieuteuant 
Stockwell. before they woro C'Olilluitted to the sea. 

ll "n/,,~sda!J. Jallt;arv 26th.- -- " "ells, the 
Ca.ptain·8 Steward, --~ J ouos, the second wa.te, nnd 
Johu Collins. seaman. wore tnken ill with fo,er, 
Ull yjug been accush1med to pcrfonu tho offico of 
doctor "hile in Africtl. my ser';ces in this line were 
put in {"equillition, nnll i immedia.tely took a largl' 
quautit,} of blow from the two latter, :lud aJlplied 
MislCl'~. aftcr which AIr. Stock\\cll gayc them meJ.i­
cin~, 'l'o·dny Charles llail is ra.ther b~ttcr. 

Tlw,.$day. ~Jallufll:,,2ilh.--..Tt)bll 'Williams, seawan. 
\YI\~ tnken ill with foyer; I hIed him Uumediatdy, 



I'ASSACF. TO rdO, 

tUld sho.\tcu his hcnd, and :MI', Stoc)nvalL gAVO him 
Jl1<:dil'ino, rrhc wcnthel' .&till continuos co.lm, with 
ligh~ winds, find wo con !:!Lill sco the i/:!Innd, rl'bo 
fovor 8oolU/:! to 1)0 1l1nJdllg grot'lL havoc nmong UI!, 
Thoso whoso [0\'01' il:l iJllOl'luiLtOllt, nro likoly to 
do woll, but the o~hel'ij seem La havo no ClifillCO of 
1'oc()\'ol'y, 

I '/llldff!!, Janll(n,!/ 30tll,- -- Smith, aMman, 
wnij tnhu ill with fovol', 1'his poor fellow, nftor 1 
ht~(L jlJ'opnrcu everything for bloeding hito, would not 
rCl'llJi~ mo lo do it, but J mnnnrrou to !illo,\to ltil:l homl 
I\.nd put. u. 11i l:l tol' all it, A~ 1\\'0 l',lL, -- W01l8, 
tho Gu pttlin's BtawIl l'd, died, while 1 was lifting him 
up in hil:l hed to gil'o him aomo mo(lioioo, rJ'ho CI'OW 
£1-1'0 l,ying ill di/lol'on~ pUl'b of tho vossal ill wiLh flwor, 
ill t~ helpless Ilno mOtl\.. diHtl'c!:miog coucliLion, A 
g'onomi pO-tlio soeHUI to hnvo taken l)o~acl!sion of 
Lhorn Il\l, which is likely to bo attcnded with futl~l 
COllticquollelJa, 'Vo dotol'mincd on keeping them 
fl'om knowing of the death of tho l)oor steward, nnd 
Ilccol'{lingiy at night wo Clu'l'icd hili I'emn.i/ltj 00 ucek, 
nlld thl'OW thom inlo tho !jOn. ovel' tho st.om of tho 
VCti801. 

Prid('~IJ, Ji'ebl'luo:'1 .It/I,-CnpllLin G(\r~h was Ll.lkoll 
ill wiLh rOVOI', nnd John 'WiUillTntl, acnmnu, diod, Wo 
sLill hONO fino ",\·cn.~hol', ou t wo nl'o mn.kiug littlo pro­
gr'OBH 01'01' to tho coust of Allllll'ic(\., 

SIJu(/a!l, ji'l1brUM'!! 6th,- 'l'bo chiof lllU,to ll\.\ton ill 
with fovor. ,0 much nl'o wc rcduccd now, thn.t tho 
thl'co bh\ok mOil, wilh Illy bl'othol' fll1(l mytlelf, 01'0 1111 
who lU'O loft to wOl'k tho "ossol, nnd only ono of thcIW, 
tho J(r'oomnn, loiows how to stOCl', :MI" Stockwoll iK 
cOllstonlly omployed in nttouding tho siole. 

JI[QW/((!I, Feurual'!! 711,,- -- SmiLh, 8onmnn, 
died, In conl;loql1CllCO of tho siok ato.to of tho orow, 
I luwo boon cou~tl\llLly 011)1)10),0(\ both (Inyand night 
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ill working the ship. ~fy principal station has been 
at t!he holm evory night until twelve o'clock, a.nll 
cvcry morning oftcr four. I manl\gc to get a few 
minutes to cat my breakfast, and the rest of my time 
is occupied in attending the sails and looking to the 
sick. ~{y hrother's time is employed in nearly the 
StlUl(' Ulnuncr. In addition to our h'oubles, the vessel 
is so completely OY01'1'Un by rats, that it is quite im­
possible to stay below with any comfort; and as fot' 
sleoping there, it is out of the question. The sick 
orc all on th.e upper deck in their hammocks, and 
fortunately the wca.thcl' has beon hitherto tolerably 
fine. 

JJlo1!da!/ • .Llfarrlt 14th. - Off Cltpe Frio. This 
cvoning oUt' ouly Kroonlll.n fell into the sea.. This 
poor fellow, whose name wus ,I Yellow "~ill," caned 
10ucUy to m; for help, and tllthough the vessel was 
not suiling at n grellt rate, he misseu everything that 
wo tht'ew overboal'd to S!\YC hinl. To lllwe altered 
the l:lhip's course would hay~ enuangered the lllast~ 
and sails, nlHl our smnll bon.t was so leaky that it 
woulll not l:IWUu. ,,~c had no alternn.tiYe, aUfI were 
obliged to abandon him to his fate with the most 
pn.inful fedings, nud hoard his cries nenrly an hour 
nft(,l'\n\t-d~. There is nothing moro distr('ssing than 
1\11 Ilcoident of this lltltUI'O. To sec an \mfortunl\h~ 
mall gn\~rin~ in vain at anything which i::l thrown to 
him as the ship P(\&'(,8 by him-to s~'c him struggling 
nga.il\~t his fate I\~ he risc.,. Oll the distant waY"c, which 
frequently eouccnhi him from "iew. and to be unable 
to rCluh.'r him the least l\ssistance, while his cries di!.' 
n'n\~ ill the breeze. ruise seus.utions which it is irupos­
$iblc to describe. 'I'his man, in our Im::scnt condition 
pal'ticlllt\rl~" wus n gl"l'at loss to ~. and was the be~t 
aDlong the black people. 

i'u(!,.qfo!l. Jlarch 15th.-This morning the weather 
YOLo n, C C 
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was "cry hazy, which prc"fcnted OUf seeing the land, 
although we Imew it to be at no great distance from 
us. We \\'01'0 becalmed all day, nnd found, by the 
decrease of the depth, tbat we were drifting close on 
towards the shore. At five in the afternoon, the 
ship was about a quarter of n. mile from the land, 
which we discovered by three large hills of a sngar­
loaf appearance being close to us. FindiDg by pieces 
of cork nod other things wIDch we threw into the 
water, that we were drifting fast on the breakers, 
which ·we could distinctly henl', we made an attempt 
to get the long-boat out to save ourselves, as we ex­
pected the ship would be \Tcry soon w1'ceked, but we 
found that we could not muster sufficient stl'ength to 
Jjft her ovor the side. At this critical moment. a. 
In'eeze of wind from off the land saved us from de­
struction, and enabled us to get the vessel under 
command. 

lVedl/e$da!J, flIarclt I6/h.-The breeze fnyoured 
us, and at two P. :'Il., we anchored in the barbour of 
Rio Janeiro. 

Thursday. Marclt I7tlt.-This morning, we went 
to pay our respects to Admiral Baker, the commander­
in -chief ou tho South American station, and- made 
lmown to him our situation nnd nn..xiety to return to 
Englnnd. The admiral receiycd \IS ~n tbnt kind an(l 
hospitable manner which is the peculiar characteristic 
of Il- British seaman: hc imitcd us to his tnble with 
his officers, and oi"dered us n passage in the 'William 
!-Ianis, n, government tmnsport, which is to sail for 
England in a day or two. 

Sundalj, lJla?'ck 20tll.- 'Ve sailed this nftel'ooon 
for Engl~lld, in the William Harris. We had scarcely 
reached the outside of tho hallbour, when the wind 
failed liS, nnd we werc becalmed nenr one of the islnnds. 
As we found the ship drifting fast towards itl we were 
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obliged to come to nnchor, and remained so during 
the first part of the night. About midn.ight, a strong 
wind rendered it impossible fol' the ship to remain 
longor at anchor. and no time was therefore lo.st. in 
ondca"ouring to get her to sea. To get the anchor 
on bon.rd was too long a process; the safety of the 
ship bornme endangered by the delay it required, nnd 
to savc her from drifting on shore we were under the 
noeessity of cutting the cable, by which we lost about 
forty-fivc fathoms of it, besicles the anchor. ,Yo wore 
theu enttblcd to set sail, nnd with difficulty cleared 
the land to leeward of us.. 

Tlm)'${{ay. June 9Ih.- \Ye arrived at Portsmouth 
after n tedious voyngc, iUld gladly landed with hearts 
full of g"atitu<io for nIl our dcliver:\occs. 

Fl'ido.lI. JUll~' lOtn.-IIaTIng left my brother at 
Portsmouth. I arrived in London this morning by 
the mail. and n"'lportcd our Jisrovery to LortI Gorlcrich. 
his }Iajcsty's Colonial Secretary. 

NO'l'E.-Tha eurioBit)' of the reader will, no doubt, huc been 
excited by tbo tOlal diut'gIrd and :ap:t.thy di,plaYl:d by tlltl coru­
wnn\\tlr of tho bri~ TboOllUl relp«:liog tbc copgemer.b of Richard 
L:wder, to pay the price for wbieh ho nod bit brother had been 
ransomed f.'om tho hn.nlla of tho Eboo people. This behaviour, 
,vhieb can bl.1 Iccounted for in 00 other W3.y than by allowiUIt it to 
hll"o ariscn ffOm a dclcrwino.tioll not to rart "'ith the 3.rm~ of tho 
vetorol, allhouJ{h whatc\'cr might Illlve ~ell given would have been 
n:J1,\3.ecd at Clpo Coast Cattlc, deeply implicated the good f;l.itb of 
His :\I:ajuty'. Govcrnment, ~d UH.'t hnTo been IHtcmlcJ witb a 
bad {'tf«t. It i, hOJX'd. hO'l'l'llvcr. thlt thi, hu ~n removed, M, 
on til" return (If tho Me!$rt. L:mdcr, onlert ,vere immediately SCIH 

lIut tl'J p3Y thc proprr dcruan.l.-Eo. 

C'C'~ 



APPENDIX. 

No.1. 
Tr{(lI$lmion of a .Letter from the Sultan of r aot!ri in 

·VI·ica, to Hi8 Britannic iJrajeMy, brought to Engw,lId by 
Rkhard Lall.df!1' and hi8 brother. in J "'lit, 1831. 

U PIU1SE be \0 God, and blcSlings and saJul.3tion be unto that 
(Prophet), @ince whom thoro has been no other prophet. 

Pl':~~o o~u~h~i~:g~~h G~ri:ti:s,~~~~:n (~n~ba~~~~: ::~ 
Blcuings of Gou, be unto you, from yo If friend tho Sultan of 
Yilouri, wboao name is ~Iobammed Ebsh~r. Perfect Salutation 
bu unto you, (and) DliLy 60d CM1!O your mornings and ovenings to 
be moat happy. with multiplied Salutations (from us). 

« Melt our Salutation unto you (some) ostrich fcatben will 
l'Cach you (as 11 present) from the bounty and blessings of God (we 
bnc in onr country), and wo, to~thcr with you, thank God (for 
,,,hat ho haa bestowed). And Salut3tlon be unto yourhlred people 
(your suito), lUId pea~ be unto our people who prnilO God. 

(Signed) " fl'om the PRINCE OF YAoURI." 

Ob«rrotioJU 0/ tlu:. TranBlator. 
Tho original of this u one of the ~·Of8t of tho Afrrenn paper! 

1 have 6oon, both u to its ungrammalil'3l and itll unintelligible 
chlll':lCter. l ndl.'ed ht. r ciourick Majesty acoma to be lI..'\dly in 
need of words to make biwaolf intelligible. 

The waNe between pnrcntbclles are nol in the origipal. 

Translated, LoodoD, 25th Juno, 1831. 

(Signed) A. V. SU.ULE. 
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No. 11. 

1,o1(DoN, l\I'LI1',I.'tV Dgp'JT, 
In Ja.Dllnry, 1830. ~ 

1Jt:li1:crcd out oj /fill ilfajcBtyIJ S/f)fflJ (tl thill place, by all 
Order of tlte /lQIIIft.(ruI.!Zc BQ(ml &j Ordnanct:, daUd 
18th Duoliber, 1 82~, lIt~ 1DWcr·;(lCntio»ed ParlicuJaTlI­
If) Jl[t#Td. LJ.ND£Il, aJ)(JUt to pr'Xc((/ Olt j)iIJCQ1:CTY in Alrica. 

Tot:..1. 

Clotb, Slnrr Scrje:ml'8, len rlet yda. 50 { 19£ in balD 
30* » 

Diuo, dino, billo grey, ill liou } 
ofyollow " 10 

jHusJio, striped 47. 

:Mirrou No. 10 { 

Ditto, in feriorquCllil1 { 
60 

,,100 1)0 

{ 

12 
.. 12 

",,0 12 
I I 

Sci6lOrB,lllJorud 
{ 

10 
pair. aO 20 

20 

Knives, cl.up,lI.uortcd. { 
, , 

It GO 25 

2' 
{ 

70 
,,100 80 

{ 

10 
. lbt. 33 18 

10 

DOXCI, anuff, common . { 

30 
100 SO 

·10 

. " 
Ju jI.'Ulnicr S 

6 
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.Arm bande, small .i1 ... cr 

Needles) ;mortcd, 50,000 

Horns, bugles, with llings 

Calico, p.inted 

Pipes, German or Dutch 

M\'tinI8) sihIJT, Inrgotizo 

{

FOWH"g,P'"'' • 

Plinta,rQr 

Pittula 

. No. 6·1 

Total. 

r 
12 
12 

) I! 
L 22 

'tTh 
Ib,. 10 ~ ~g 

l lO 

No. 

in p:lOnicl" 

10 
No.2 

{ 
60~ ill ~Io 
28 · yds. 8S1 

{
EO 

· No. 100 40 
~ 

100 { ~~ 
25 

50 { ~; 
12 
I. 

in pannior .:i 
; ., 

l\loulds) bullet, cut ono ba.ll only " 3 { t 
Flnsktt, JlolTdtr 2 

:::::~:~::'Vlin~.~iCCC~in{~'·~: Ib'. :: { '28 Ib~. " 
ba6' of2S Ib .. caell. JJ 28 JJ 

8, ::.2:: { ~ 
Ball, for 

fI'U\\hng-PIC(:CS 

lplt,oll 

62 

· .' 150 { ii 
38 
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Totnt No. 

{

"in p:moier 4 

]'o'l'l'der. gun (rifle), in tin C:lOiS_} Ibs. 18 ~ ~ 
tllrsofl lb. e:lCil . • 1 1 

4 3 
FO"'iing-riCCt'1 Chiefs' guns . No.2 
1'i51019 brnce 2 

Cooking o.pp:l.rntu&, or PO, rmhl,'} No. I 
kitchen 

Tellt, circ:ulnl', cowplete 
Ditto, pins . 
)Iallel$., tent 

Comp:'lSscs, pocket 

ThcrUlOlnctcl'S,inbr:luc:l.scs 

'\'Mcb,coUlmonsilver 

Stntioncry 

"lnttl'c~cs. ho.mmock 

SOUP,po\'table 

Tea 

Coffee 

Sugl\(' 

" I } 
" 40 
" 2 

2 

parcel 1 

2 { 

Ib~. 

" 6 
J> 10 

" 20 
11](1 medicine 

" 7 
Screw-drh'ors, COIllUlon • • " 3 

nod~, cleaning. for fOll'liug-picees • 2 { 

{

BIalIk Carblllc 

CarlriJgrs. 

{

ro 
60 

" 250 60 
70 

PIstol 
{ 

30 
30 

,,150 30 
30 
30 

incase 12 

inp:lDnicr I 

in v3lisc 13 

inp:umier 

10 
11 

in p:illnier 1 
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Total. 

Plates, tin in pnnnier 6] 
1 h.tchoh, blind • " 2 
Saws., ditto aBlall • ,,1 
CUP!, tin drinking, onc-third quart " 2 
T indcr-box, <'ODlpicto 
T.hre:u), whited-brown 
I nk -bott.lc,8wa.ll 
Spun, with IClltbcn 
Filc~ , llllnd , law • 
Dooka,journal, thick qUlllto 
Ditto, memorandum 
Strnp.8, baggage • 

ibs. 1 
No. 1 

""~ No. 
2 
6 
2 
2 
I 
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No. 

DllUlkcUl, .inglll, N .P. No. 2 { in valise 10 
II 

Shccts, hospital 

F leaDu, farllora' . 

Dolslel'S, haUlwock, bair 

Wilier De-ck8, Q,P. 

PlLIloicrs.,wcdieioc 
ClUC. gun 
.M\-dicinc8. casu 

.j { 2 ~~ 

{

' 2 in pannier 1 

6 i ~ 
2{ i " f ~ 
3{ 2 in bale 8 

1 " 9 
3 10, 11 ,13 

No.4t07 

]5 to 16 

Thc JllIt 5 article. as pack:r.g-cl. 

(Signed) G. ST.ACEY. 

I n .,lJiti<>n 1<> tilc I.ho,'c, the following a.rticles were supplil"li 
froul chI:' Cape Coatll CI.nh:·, and pl'c5cnted by the t.n.\'cllen to the 
king of &d&.;r)' ;-

to Muskeb. 
12 $ignal Rockc~. 
20 Burel, of Ball Cartrid~s .. 
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LIIfl' 0 1" MEDIC1NP...s A~ SUROICA'L MATERIALS-ICqn/jnutd). c--
Compound p<)_dtr of lpec:a.cuanha,:or Dover', 

powlien, In 2: boUlcIJ 

Qo.u"rITY. 

''''' 

I 

Nltrou.etbu, 01' lIWeetllptrltlof nitro In 2 bota. 

."""""", .. ,fpo ..... """m "ft"'.... . I • I 
Tincture Of opium, in boJI plntt 

Opium 
VIt,loUcetber, io!lbottlee 

[VOla",."'''''';''""":,,,,,",,,,,,,=-

-I 

in B IItt!(1 cold wnter. 10 Jlroduce perspiration in 
from JOgralnBton&cruplo I 

rheumatism, or in lUI ad- I 
vanced IWge of dyac:otery, 

I I1t bod·timo. 
from hall a draohm to n 

drnchm, in II. UtUa cold I 
wnwr, cvcry 4 hourt. '1' to produce pcrrplratlon In I 

ooldll und fOVCl"/Iwlthoul 
muchlntlo.mU'Ultion. 

. . .. to be uhoCd to mako IlCldU_ , 
lawddrlnlu, 

from 10 to 30 ,1reVlllo B 
IIttio water .lUI an anodyne, chleHy o.t 

bt>d_tlme. 
trom I groin to:i grnina 118 nIl oDodyne, ot boo.tlDlO'j 
from hili! II; drnchm to 1\ 

drachm, In 11 Uttle woter Il.!! a atlmulnnt when nOOO!l­
&::\:I'y. 

from half drm. to dnn. nod 
0. hnl! in n l!ttlb wukr lIS II 8t1mulno.t when necos-

ltary. 
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I,ltiT OJ'> 2omDfClNJ!.I' AND SURGICAL )IATERlAJJS-(COrIU?IIud) . 

.... T~Y. I f I -- D01I&lI. RE:»AJlK$. 

___ .~~ oz., _ _, ~__ _ _'_ 

. .1 .. -~lfrom2to5gralnalnthbfonn uabt,ungthen,erllft.erfcvel' 8u1pbale CJf 'IU{nlne, In 4 boUle. 

BILiterlng"l.uter 
ftectiAtd _pint. of wine, in holt plnt. 
Soap Ilnlmt'lll,ln haH plnt.ll 

Acetate of lead, called Illgal' CJ( it-a,l 

Lint • 
T ... 
!£ather 
ClllloofflUel'~ 

Pltlnne!t"UUI 
.sponge 
Pint.yrlnlfe, ~c . 
.8roaU¥fI'lngCf/ 
SmllUool1lilltUe 

f1plecu 
'J ~Idn. 
12:{o. 
12 .. 
I;pll:eell 
I No. , " 
I" 

r'ln~ ij papol1l 
ktlcklngplut.er :Iyarda 
LlUleelil • 1..,1l81l 
Ap.lrknt 1'111. I box 

t.!,!",t/CAlIdmormr 

of pillll every .Il[ boU1'll, or dy~ntery 

t I·.. . to be Uk"CI at discretion.. 
tube ua>datdlllCreUoD. 

'1 tOt~I~:~:~:I::o::~on. 
to make goward water as 
dir~cted, 

furl.oll. .. tcu. 

From f)Jreot!oDM ,Iv..,n by t)la JUH~ WeDD, of Woolwich. The Ikrrl(~rk. wero 01 c5MIDtlallCrvlcc to u8,-1l. & J. L.. 
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MEDICINAL MIXTURES. 

DIReCTIONS FOJ\. M,\KlNG 0'1'1& l'INT OF Till'. SOLUTION OF 

Take of citric add one ouoeo, min or river wtltcr ono pint. 
Mix, :lud make a solution, which will be equal in strength to 
lcmonjuicl'. 

TO M"'''E SALINE F.Ff'liRVESCENT DR..HJGII T S. 

Take of carbonate of ~oda twcDty~fi\'c grains, pure W:lter lhrc-o 
table spooofuls. .Mix, nnd add one tuble spoonful of the solution 
of citric ttcid, to be drunk immediately, while in a state ofcffcrves-

TO ~I.\JU: QUINU"E PILLS. 

fr~kc of tl10 suipimto of quinine twenty_four gmint, conserve of 
llips a sufficient quantity. l'Ilix, and dh'ido into twolvo pills. One 
to be taken three times a day. 

TO ::.JAKE CAMPHORATED SPIRITS. 

'l'ake of camphor ono ounce, rectified 5pirits of wine eight ounces. 
Mix, 111:>.t tho Cllllpilor wn)' be dissolved, To bo u£<:d (IS a stiolU­
l:Jling embrocation in ~pl~dns, bruises, or rheumatic affections of the 
limbs. 

TO MARl': GOULMIO LOTro~. 

Tllkc of acetate of lead (called sligar of lend) one drn.£!lUl, fllin 
or river \TIIlor ~\TO pints, reclified spirits of wine two tcnsp(loDfuls. 
Nix, and make :. letion; to ho applied to inflamed p:u-ts, whh 
plcdgcts of linen, fivo or six timc$ a dilY. Is also n good "ye· 
water. 



m<'ltori(S 1)hluHstrtr 

BY TIIO~IAS TEGG, 78, CHEAPSIDE. 

MR. CONDER'S ITALY. 

In three voh. duodecimo, embellished whh El1gravings, 
price 18s., in homa. 

ITALY. 
By JO$I,\H COND&R., Author of "The Modern Tra.vcIlcr;' 
II DictioulU'y of Geograpby/, &0. ~\ new Edition, revised and 

correcled. 
"Condor's tW)" will in r'lhU'o bo tht' tr3.velling coDlpanion of overy 

lllan bent upon a thoroll8h iov('stigation of that lntcre$ting land. Dc 
is th(l best OOlllpUN' of tho day. and tbnt is no 1!i1:lIall pruise."-Spt(;/aWr. 

AN'[DON'S nOR.\.CE, DY DR llOYD. 

In Ol\e \'ory large ,'olum(', duodecimo, pl':ec 7$. 6d. cloth boards, 

TIlE WORKS OF HORACE. 
With Esplau"t(\rr~Engli'h Notel, by Cu,uur.s A~TRON, Lt..D. ; 
~ ut''' Editi(lIl, edited by Pr. BOYD, ODe of the M:I!tcf8 of the 
H igh School, Ediollllrgb. This Edition is superior to any other-
1. lu u(wiug the Notes ~low the Toxt to which. thoy refer. _ 2. 
10 hll."ing the To~l \'fbich tho Note .. wero intended to iIlustrnto. 
-3. lIZ lUlVil'g aU the lVotcS' for (';uml'l(', in tbe First 0..1(', 
the O\'('cilln Gnlllcs, &c.-4. I n h:wing mucb additional matter: 
!'lz. Tbe Hor:Hi:m .Metres) LIfe and Charactor of i\lreccnas, and 
l mle:t of P rol'<'r Nalll(,p, none of wbich ale given in Imy etlu,n 

edition. 

W IUGU T'S DlrFFON'S XATUllAL UrSTORY, 

Prill ted by WMtlingbam, in four large volumes duod~iulO. with 
F our liulldrcd oud Sixty Cuts, by Thompson, &c. ; the 
Second E(1itil'lu, onlarged, price only 24s. iu boards, of 

Bl'FFON'S NATURAL IJISTORY 
or tilt' GLOBE and of :I'IL\ N; BEASTS, .oWDS, FISHES, 
and 11\:$&C1'8, .\ nc," Edition, eorn:cled and ~nlarged, By 

Jon~ \Y I\IGUT, F.Z.s. 



,Works Published by TIunlll1$ T<!gg. 

;\IEADOWS' }''"UGE},'T'S DICTIONARY. 

1!i":OilC"OI. l8mo., tbo Sixth Edition, priec 79. in cloth boaru5, or 
bound,79.6el., 

MEADOWS' NEW FRENOH AND ENGLISH 
PRONOUNOING DICTIONARY, 

On tllO basis of Nugent's, with many ncw words in jl:encrnl usc, in 
Two Parts: French and English-English and FI'cneh; cxhibicin:; 
thc Pronunciation of the French in pnrc Eog-Ush soumh, tho P~rt' 
of Spec('h, Gendor of French Nouns, regulnr and irregular Conju. 
gation of Vorhs, and Aceent of Englisb Words. To which is 
prefixed, Principles of Frcneh Pronunciation, nnd nn Abridged 
Grnmmar. By F., C. :r.lu.oows, I\1.A., of tho Univcrsity of 

Paris. 

JOHNSON'S DICTIONARY, DIAMOND WITTON. 

In 'onc very small volume, pricc 2&. 6d. bound in embosscd roan, 
pl·juted with a beauliful diaUJoou lype, 

JOHNSON'S POOKET DICTIONARY Ol' 
TilE ENGLISII LANGUAGE, 

Equally improved hy nn <1.ugmentntioD of SOlDO thousnnd words and 
techniC-'ll tenus: subjoined is a concise Cl.l!sieal Mythology; a 
list of :Men of Learniog and Gonins j Phrases from vnriou$ Ln.n. 

gp.~ges; :l.nd Transliltions of tbe l\Tottoe9 of tho Nobility, &c. 

$ALLUS'l'll OPERA.-ANTBO~ A..t~D BOYD'S EDJ']1DN. 

In dUl)dccimo, price 5,. in b03.TdB. or 5s. 6d. bound, 

SALLus'r ; WIT II ENGLISH NOTES. 
Dy C. AN"THON, LL.D. Tho Fifth E<lillon, with ,lddHionnl 
AnDotntions Ilnd Examination Questions, by T. BOYD, LL.D., ono 

oftlle Mnatcrs of tho Higb School, Edinburgh. 

In this Edition tho Note, Ilrc plncelt at tho foot of c~ch page, 
translations of difficult pnssllges introduced, lind cXllminntioll ques· 
tions giVIJO at tllo c"nd, to rcnder moro AVllilalJlo tho gcogrnphicill 
and 1Iistorian1 Information which the le:lrned Editor hils ncemnu· 
bted in illllsltntioD of his Author. 
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