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This study examines three main issues concerning the youth in the Asbiedu Keteke Sub~ 

metro'politan Area. These include their poverty profiles, unemployment problems and 

coping strategies. Central to the increase in urban poverty is the rise in unemployment 

especially among the youth. This provides the point of departure for this dissertation. The 

first section shows how Asbiedu and its environs, ahhougb constituting the commercial 

heartland of Accra, have not reached its potential in economic development. The Sub­

metro houses all the important commercial facilities like markets, restaurants and lorry 

parks in Accra, as weD as all the major financial institutions. But it is the most deprived 

Su~metro in the Greater Accra Region. It also accommodates almost an the poor 

communities in Accra like Old Fadama (Sodom and Gomorrah), Salaha, and Jamestown 

among others. Being the commercial center of the Metropolis, it has become densely 

populated and also attracts migrants from all parts of the country. The commercial 

activities in the area, 'low cost areas' (slums) as wen as fishing activities have made the 

place a haven for the youth who did not go to school or have dropped out of school and 

do not have regular employment. 

The study identifies rural-urban migration as one of the main causes of urban 

unemployment especially among the youth. Low level of education as a result of high 

drop out rate was also seen as one of the major problems that lead to poverty and 

unen:!ployment in the Sub-metro. 
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The survey sampled tine deprivecl communities in Ashiedu Keteke (one from each 

Hleetoral Area) for the study. Havins outlined the causes and dimensions of this sluggish 

econonlic position of the Sub-metro, the study considers how the unemployed youth 

survive through both economic and non-economic strategies. Most of the youth living in 

these areas are living in extreme poverty. Their living standard is low and most of them 

face accommodation problem. They have low level of education; they do not have regular 

jobs and are involved in so many activities to survive. Some also use immoral and illegal 

means to survive. Family support and support from network groups as well as 

involvement .in non-formal sector money making activities were also seen as some of the 

survival means for the youth. 

With this in mind it is argued that addressing the current situation of urban youth 

unemployment, growing poverty and inequality (as well as redressing the legacy of past 

inequities) requires broad municipal response to urban youth unemployment. Instead of 

the current tendency io view poverty simply as the product of income and consumption 

deprivation, a more widely defined response to urban poverty reduction, based on a 

livelihoods framework, is proposed. 

xi 
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LtB. IS ..... f!I .. ...,. 

'UdIM pcm:ny ... RICImIly become one of the JDijor development issues in many 

deveIopiag ~ UDtil recently, aImosr aU the literAtuIe on poverty had largely 

focused on rural poftI1Y because it was beHcvcd that poverty was a rural phenomenon. 

At the World Summit for Sccial Development held in CopeDhagen in 1995. one of the 

iJIues that the J*'Iiclpatipg countries committed themselves to do was to eradicate or 

eUmiaate poverty within the first decade of the 21- Century (St&moulis. 2001). The 

Habitat A&eDda. adopted by the Second United Nations Conference on Human 

Settlement in 1996, abo addresses eradication of poverty as one of the ten overridiDa 

pis aDd principles to guide actiODS, policies and prognunmes of human settlements. In 

the MiIleImium Develo)llnent Ooals (MOOs). the first goal is the eradication of ex1reme 

poverty. ADd the 0baDa Poverty Reduction Strategy (OPRS), which aspires to achieve 

the broad developmentobjeetives, bas reduction of extreme poverty as its main theme. It 

articulates the DIllion's policies and programmes to reduce poverty over the medium term 

(MiDistry ofF'JIIIIDCe, 2000). The afore..mentione efforts at the national and international 

levels tbeRfore reiofon:e the fact that poverty reduction or eradication has become a very 

important upect of aU development programmes and agenda. 

While the issue of poverty has been the direct or indirect focus of development agenda or 

initiative in Asia, Pacific and A1iica since the end of the colonial era (1940 to 1950), the 

issue of udJaa poverty has gained promiucoce only in the last two to three decades in 

Africa.. In .. of its promineucc in teeent years, Mitlin (2004) believes that its 
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'~ ""~'t .. ",tt~ ~ development specialists. Satterthwaite (2004) 

.. also o~~:.~.'.~·,countries, the scale of urban p,~verty has been 

underestimated u. oIieial statistics because of inappropriate definition and assumptions, 

often reinforced by inadequate data. According to him, getting appropri~te criteria for 

defining and measuring poverty is very important because it helps to identity who is in 

need and also helps to establish actions that are required to address their needs. 

However, there is no agreement on how best to define and measure poverty. 

The literature categorizes the definitions and measurements of poverty into money-metric 

and non-mon~ metric (Mitlin, 2004). The money metric definition (or income 

definitiop) i. based on static quantification of poverty using the minimum income 

approach of the ear.y classical economists. According to Fong (1984), early attempts to 
'I' 

measure the minimum income were both crude and limited in definition and scope. 

Booth and Rowntree (1902) linked poverty with living space per capita by correlating, 

with limited success, crowding and income. Rowntree's studies (1901) defined poverty 

in a more refined way. According to him, poverty is defined as an income level below 

what is sufficient to obtain the 'minimum necessary for the maintenance of merely 

physical efficiency'. Successive attempts have also been directed at defining minimum 

income to include not only medical and nutritional requirements but even economic, 

sooial and cultur. pecessities (Fong, 1984). 

The non-money metric measurement, backed by the insights of sociologists and 

anthropologists, is based on other indicators including housing characteristics, labour 

force participation, occupational participation, family and interpersonal relations, 

2 
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'~ _~'~ to larger society, value orientation. diseases 

~ mhers (Itos&i aad Blum, 1968). 

According to Fong (1984), whereas absolute standards of poverty underscore 

in~cieru::y, or deprivation, the relative concept of poverty stresses economic inequality 

as its fundamental manifestation. But Sen (1973) cautions that the strengths and 

weaknesses of the various measurements of income inequality need to be considered 

caretW1y. According to him, viewing poverty purely as an inequality would miss a 

number of valuable aspects of poverty problems. For example, a sharp fall in general 

prosperity causing starvation,· or a manifestation of rising intensity of poverty would not 

be reflected in relative poverty measures if the relative measurements of inequality are 

unchanged. 

'fbis reinforces the fact that, even though there are a lot of confusion and problems 

associated with the use of income minimum for the definition and measurement of 

poverty, for all theoretical and practical purposes, it still remains the most widely 

accepted way of defining and measuring poverty. And this study adopts minimum 

income for its definition, measurement and analysis even though it also uses non­

economic (or non-money metric) characteristics in the analysis. 

Official data on poverty have been inconsistent both at national and international levels. 

The World Bank's report (2002b) estimates that out of the 6.7 million people living in the 

urban areas, around 1.9 million (approximately 28%) are poor. The GPRS also states that 
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17.3% ofGlJaaa's UJban population is poor. although many peopJe believe that this figure 

may be lower than reality. 

1bere have also been contradictory reports at the country level on the extent of urban 

poverty. In Zimbabwe, for example, Alwang. Mills and Taruvinga (2002) argue that in 

1990, there was virtually no poverty existing in the urban areas in that country. In the 

same country, and referring to the same period, Kanji (1995) reports that the number of 

urban household who could afford only one or two meals a day increased from 29 percent 

in 1991 to 37 percent just one year later. For Kenya, Sahn and Stifel (2002) suggest that 

only 1.2 percen~ of Kenya's urban popUlation could be considered poor in 1998, yet the 

Kenyan Bureau of Statistics suggests that 49 percent the country's urban population were 

in absolute poverty in 1997. Finally, De Hann (1997) draws attention to a similar 

discrepancy in the case of Indonesia, with national government statistics suggesting that 

urban poverty levels exceeded rural poverty levels, while World Bank figures shows the 

reverse situation. 

It is assumed that poverty data are needed for national decision-making, not local 

decision-making. Data on poverty are still drawn primarily from expenditure surveys 

based on 'representative sample of national populations' (Satterthwaite, 2004). 

According to him, these are of little use to local government and other local institutions 

that are meant to help reduce poverty because they give no data on who within each 

locality is poor and what deprivation they suffer. 

4 
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1. t 1 pqj.tyi. m 
Ghana ita countlY wIIere poftI1Y is still evident. though there is significant variation in 

~ividu,. and hou$dIold experiences of poverty (Oduro, 2001). The extent of poverty 

level of the country is evidenced by a variety of indicators of well-being. oToss national 

income per capita according to the Ghana Living Standard Survey 4 (GLSS4) is US$412, 

and life expectancy, educational enrolment and access to health are all very low. Other 

indicators, which demonstrate that many households and communities live in extreme 

poverty, include malnutrition, illiteracy, and lack of access to safe water and sanitation 

facilities, and general insecurity. 

The GLSS4 puts the upper poverty line at 900,000 cedis per adult per year (poor) and the 

lower povertY line of 700,000 cedis (extreme poor). On the basis of this, 40 percent of 

the entire population in Ghana is poor (GSS 2000). The incidence of extreme poverty is 

high with over one-quarter (26.8 percent) of Ghana's population being poor. These are 

people who are unable to meet their basic needs even if they devote their entire budget to 

food (GSS 2000). 

The preliminary results of the GLSS4 for the period 1998/99 shows that the proportion of 

the population with expenditures below the poverty line has declined by approximately 

12 percentage points compared to 1991/1992. But according to Oduro (2001), behind 

that impressive result lie some rather disquieting facts. This is because the proportion of 

the population who may be described as extremely poor has risen in the northern part of 

Ghana. Increase in income inequality has also eroded some of the gains that growth 

would have conferred on the poor. 

5 
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Mor~!I~to ~.:OU'.oance (2000), poverty levels in Ghana fell from 

S~A in 1991 _ 1992 to just below 40% in 1998 - 1999. This improvement was attributed 

to a sustained GDP average growth rate of 4.3% during that period (OSS 2000). There 

were also broad improvements in social indicators such as life expectancy, primary 

school enrolment and infant mortality rates. However, the reduction in poverty has been 

seographically lineven and poverty even rose in some areas, notably in the Northern part 

of the countrY (Kellick and Abugre, 2002). 

The sharp geographic variations in the pattern of poverty were even more marked with 

extreme poverty. According to the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning (2003), 

more than half of those in the rural savannah were classified as extremely poor. The 

incidence of extreme poverty in this locality, according to the paper, actually increased 

slightly in 1991 - 1992 (in contrast to the observed decline in the incidence of poverty 

based on the higher poverty line). 

'file reason for such geographic variations given by researchers like Asenso (1993) is that 

spending on social programs for poverty reduction such as health and education was 

constrained at this period. For instance, the levels of spending on health and education at 

2.0% each of GDP were much lower than African averages, with a disproportionate 

amount of the resources used for personal emoluments and administration (GPRS 2003 -

200S). Five out of ten regions in Ghana had more than 40010 of their population living in 

poverty in 1999, which depicts growing and deepening experience of poverty, an 

evidence of intensification of vulnerability and exclusion from a fair share of national 

resources among some groups and in some areas of Ghana. 

6 
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1 .·J~TqitrJJeemp",- and Poverty 
" ) '-. 

Many studies Qn poverty ;in Ghana show that poverty is predominantly and 

disproportionately a rural phenomenon and remains a· serious problem. The previous 

studies also show the spatial dimension of poverty, and tbe three northern regions have 

been identified as baving the highest incidence of poverty (Oduro,. 2001). The regional 

poverty profile according to tbe Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy (2003-2005) put 

Greater Accra as baving the lowest incidence of poverty. However, tbe situations on the 

ground, especially in the urban slums, suggest that we are underestimating urban poverty. 

lJrbaQizatioQ has been identified as one of tbe contributors to urban poverty in Gbana. 

The Worl~ Bank (2002a) highlights several key trends in illustrating Ghana's 

urbanization: 

• The urban population has, since 1970, consistently grown at a higher rate than the 

overall national population. 

• The proportion of the population living in urban areas rose from 26% in 1965 to 35% 

in 1993, and an estimated 37% in 1997 (approximately 6.7 million people). 

• At the estimated current urban growtb rate, the urban popUlation will double in 17 

years. 

• Accra and Kumasi together contain 40% of the total urban population. 60010 of the 

urban population is contained in the Greater Accra, Ashanti and. Eastern Regions in 

Southern Ghana. 

In a developing country like Ghana, people, especially the youth, come to the cities from 

the rural areas for many reasons, but always they come expecting a better life. They come 

7 
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because they ~ DO 10nger eam:a Jiving in their \IiItages, or they have lost their homes, or 

worse, their&mili.es. Yet what these young people often find is a life Qf drudgery and 

extreme poverty, increased wlnerability to violent crime, and limited employment 

opportunities - a life devoid of hope for improvement.· They end up doing menial jobs 

aqd living in slums and illegal settlements that expose them to so many dangers. 

According to UN-HABITAT (2003), most of these young migrants end up living in urban 

slums, where they face extreme difficulties. The report further reveai~' that, in a rapidly 

urbanizing world, young people, especially girls, suffer most. They face the dangers of 

rape, violence, unwanted pregnancies, childbirth complications and HIV/AIDS. 

According to the report, each and every day in the developing world, about 24,000 people 

die from starvation and, weakened by widespread malnutrition, from a host of 

preventable diseases. Most of these people are poor and live in slums (UN-HABITAT, 

2003). 

Apart from the fact that majority of unemployed youth are mostly school drop out who 

do not have employable skills; some are relatively well educated (Bairock, 1973). And 

this is partly due to government employment policy, which does not guarantee ready 

employment opportunities for graduates or school leavers. Government has for a very 

long time stopped guaranteeing employment for graduates of higher institutions of 

learning. Every year, thousands of graduates from public and private universities, 

polytechnics and other technical and commercial institutions enter the job market without 

any assurance of getting jobs immediately. The consequence of this problem is a country 

with enorntous tn.man resources allowed to be wasted. This also has the tendency of 
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lHIrpet1QI.ting·~. poverty ~ an4.c:rearlng huge dependency ~p.u~~tion on a few who 

are working. which can aft'eot the country's socia-economic advancement. 

1.2 The Statement of the Problem 

It is widely believed that urban residents in Ghana have much higher .incomes than their 

rural counterparts because they have better access to formal and informal employment 

opportunities in the cities. Besides, urban residents benefit from numerous social 

infrastrucwral facilities such as access to health and educational facilities, potable water, 

I:'J~oity and sanitation facilities. It is further believed that they enjoy public goods and 

services such as sports facilities, paved roads and communication facilities. Generally, 

the economic policies pursued throughout 1970s and 1980s are said to have largely 

favoured the urban residents (Essamuah and Tonah 2004). According to Potts (1997), 

there was a general belief in the existence of "a privileged urban population created and 

sustained by unwarranted and inefficient urban bias in African government policies" (p. 

448). The above assertion is not entirely the case because there is evidence to show that 

urban poverty bas become a major problem in some settlements in Ghana. 

Ashiedu Keteke Sub--Metropolitan Area is one of the 13 sub-districts in the Greater Accra 

Region with population of about 88,717, and an estimated floating population of about 

200,000 people. The area is located in the heart of Accra., covering most part of the 

central business areas of Accra., which include Ga Mashie, James Town and 

Agbogbloshie areas. It is inhabited primarily by the people of Ga descent. Because the 

area falls within the central business hub of Accra., that is the place that many young 

migrants and unemployed youth live. It also falls within the slum areas of Accra where 

9 
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"eN ·"r~'~:f""f. 'is one of" the under-developed sub-districts in the 

Greater Aecta~; _~ especially the youth in the area face problems of 

~~ poverty" unemployment. 

This study is not seeking to compare the scale and depth of urban poverty relative to rural 

poverty. It rather seeks to examine the poverty profiles of the urban youth in some 

selected poor communities in the Ashiedu Keteke sub-metropolitan area in the Greater 

Accra Region where it is generally known that a lot of very poor communities are located 

in the Accra Metropolis. The study also seeks to examine the relationship between the 

backgrounds of the youth and their poverty profiles, as well as their unemployment status 

and the socio-economic conditions facing them. The question is how the youth are able to 

live in this situation, and what coping strategies or mechanisms they have adopted to 

~ve under this situation. 

1.3 Research Questions 

This study poses the fonowing research questions: 

a. How are the youth living in the urban poor communities in the Ashiedu Keteke 

affected by the poverty stuatioin the area? 

b. What is the extent of youth unemployment in the poor urban communities in Ghana? 

c. What are the livelihood coping strategies or mechanisms that the unemployed youth 

have adopted to survive under this situation? 

d. What are the appropriate policy interventions and programmes that need to be put in 

place to solve the problem of youth unemployment? 
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1.4 ObJeetiV.ottbe·~ 

The main objective otthis study is to analyze the current povertY profiles of the youth in 

~ poor commqrdties in Accra metropolitan area. and to draw attention to programmes 

that can uplift tl)e. iving standards of residents, especially young people in these poor 

urban areas. 

The specific objectives include the following: 

1. To examine the poverty profile of Ashiedu Keteke Sub-metro and the youth in the 

area. 

2. To examine youth unemployment and under employment situation in Ashiedu Keteke 

Sub-metro. 

3. To examine livelihood stratewes of the urban poor in the Ashiedu Keteke Sub-metro, 

esp~iaIly the YOQth. 

4. To make policy recommendations for effective targeting and implementation of 

appropriate programmes to improve the living standards of youth in the urban poor 

communities in Ghana. 

1.S Significance of the Study 

Because of the under-estimation of the problem of urban poverty vis-A-vis the youth 

unemployment in the urban areas, official policies to deal with these problems have been 

ad-hoc and inconsistent. The youth employment programme, which has just been started 

~ t~e government, may just be one of those policies that may not be based on any 

empirical studies, and may lack appropriate strategies to deal with different situations 

regarding rural and urban poverty and unemployment. Any programme based on 
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'~""".'" ,to tIIe .... :eaeetive and sustainable. It can also lead to effective 

targeting and development of appropriate options that will reduce poverty and 

unemployment among young people in deprived urban communities. In the absence of 

that. there is a tendency to create further problems like economic deprivation, increase in 

crime. hopelessness and suicide among the youth. 

As mentioned earlier, a lot of studies have been done on poverty in Ghana. However, 

greater parts of the studies have focused on rural poverty, giving a clear indication that 

urban poverty bas been underestimated. Little has also been done about youth 

unemployment and the strategies that they adopt to live under such poor urban 

conditions. This study was carried out to assess the seriousness or the extent of urban 

poverty, youth unemployment and what strategies the unemployed youth have employed 

to cope with the situation. Based on the findings of the research, the government as well 

as policy makers can use the recommendations to formulate policy interventions to tackle 

t~e problem of JUban poverty ~d youth unemployment. Future researchers can also rely 

on the work as a source of information for conducting further re,search. 

1.6. Operational. Definitions 

First, for the purposes of this study, poverty is defined in absolute and relative terms. 

Absolute poverty refers to a minimum income/expenditure that is necessary for 

subsistence. The study adopted the World Bank figure of IUS $ per day (in 1985 

purchasing power parity) for absolute poverty. In this case, any expenditure that fell short 

of an internationally agreed subsistence level of $1 a day was denoted poor. The 

alternative has been to define poverty as relative deprivation, for example as half mean 
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income, or as:. excItIsioD 60m .pardcipation in society. Thus the study adopted the 

European Union cIecision that 'the poor sbalI be taken to mean persons, families and 

gt'OJlP$ of penJOruI wbo$e resources (material, cultural. social) are so limited as to exclude 

them from tlte mininrum acceptable way of tife in the member $tate in which they live.' 

In this calle, a person is denoted as relatively poor if he or she falls too far behind the 

average income in the economy. 

Secondly, the study adopts the International Labour Organization (ILO) standard 

definition of unemployment, which is based on three criteria: "without work", "curret)tly 

available for work" and "seeking work". Accordingly, the unemployed compri$e all 

persons above the age specified for measuring the economically active population who 

during the reference period were: 

a) "Without work", i.e., were not in paid employment or self-employment as specified 

by international definition of employment. 

b) "Currently available for work", i.e. were available for paid employment or self 

employment during the reference period; and 

c) "Seeking work", i.e. had taken specific steps in a specified recent period to seek paid 

employment or $elf-employment. 

The ''without work" criterion draws the distinction between employment and non­

employment. "Without work" can be interpreted as total lack of work or more precisely, 

as not having been employed during the reference period. Thus, a person is to be 

considered as "wi~hout work" if he or she did not work at all during the reference period 

University of Ghana  http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



cll&nition of employment. 

t.J employrn,nt covers persons who during the reference period performed some work 

L wages or saIarles. in cash or in kind. as well as person with formal attachment to their 

jobs. Self-employment also covers persons who during the reference period performed 

some work for profit or family gain in cash or in kind and persons with enterprise. 

1.7 Sco.,e and Limitation of the Study 

The study was limited to one Sub-metropolitan area; that is, Ashiedu Keteke in the 

Greater Accra Region for the sake accessibility as well as cost and time constraints. Even 
. : 

though the study covered all the 3 Electoral Areas in the Sub-Metropolitan Area, only 

one COI1lIiDUDity was selected from each of the Electoral Areas for the study. However, 

the study has general implication for the poor urban communities in the country on the 

basis of their silJ1ilarities. 

1.8 Outline of the Study 

The entire study has been divided into six chapters: Chapter one basically deals with the 

background of the study, problem statement, and scope and limitation of the study, 

purpose, objective and significance. Chapter two is used to review the literature of the 

study area, and develop theoretical as well as conceptual framework for the study. 

Chapter three focused on the profile and the characteristics of the study area. Chapter 

four deals with research methodology. Chapter five is also used to analyze the data that 
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was gathered 10m the field SUfYeY. Chapter six contains discussions, conclusion and 

recommendations. 
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2.0Intr04uctio .. 

CllAl'TER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The increase in f'OVerty in the urban areas of many ~s of sub-Saharan Afiica and other 

low and middle-income countries has revived interest in the subject matter in both 

academic and policy-making circles. There is therefore growing interest in the urban 

poverty literature. Many analysts believe that the focus of poverty and malnutrition is 

gradually shifting from rural to urban areas (Haddad et al 1999). Satterthwaite (2004) 

also believes that the scale of urban poverty is systematically under-estimated in the 

official statistics produced and used by government and international agencies. 

2.1 Theories of Poverty 

Poverty is a relative concept and its definition changes from place to place and across 

time. It conveys different meaning to different people and its effect largely depends on 

socio-economic status as well as a host of other social and personal factors. To governing 

bodies, poverty may mean lack of funds for welfare or affordable health care. To people 

in the countryside, it may mean lack of access to basic services and to the urban dwellers, 

it may simply mean inability to meet challenges associated with urban life. 

Citing people's observations of what poverty is, Oduro quoted these from some of her 

respondents: 

"Poverty is like heat; you cannot see it, you can only feel it; so to know poverty you have to go through it' 

'A rich man's sleep is blissful; a poor man tosses and turns all oighllong ... haunted by his own ghost' 

"For a poor person everything is terrible-illness, humiliation, shame. We are cripples; we are afraid of 

everything; we depend on evCl)'one. No one needs us. We are like garbage that everyone wants to get rid 

of'. (Oduro 2001: 1) 
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According to Oduro, t1tese observations reveal that being poor is definitely much more 

than not having an annual income that exceeds 900,000 cedis. It means deprivation, 

helplessness, ftustration. alienation and marginalization (Oduro, 2001) 

According to Essamuah and Tonah (2004), poverty is generally defined in terms of what 

is considered to be "unacceptable physiological and social deprivation that an individual 

Of community experiences'. Satterthwaite (2004) suggests that poverty lines are the 

main means by which poverty is defined and measured. Dinye (1995) also views the 

'poor' as individual or group of persons who are deficient in terms of the basic 

necessities of life. Their condition represents a state of inability to afford the basic 

necessities of life or lack them because they are just not available to them. According to 

him, once poverty sets in a person's life, it becomes endemic and a self-perpetuating 

phenomenon. An individual, a household, a community or a nation that is poor is one 

with a limited supply of human, fiscal and physical capital. Under such circumstances 

productivity and income become low, the scope of market operation is small and 

consumption is restricted. Standard of living and quality of life are impaired, a vicious 

circle is then cr~ and poverty is sustained and perpetuated (Dinye, 1995). The most 

acceptable explanation of poverty is provided by social scientists who attempt to combine 

both material and non-material dimension of poverty (Chambers, 1989; 1992; Sen, 1987; 

1997). According to Hossain (2005), this suggests that poverty is a product not just of 

material condition, but also of a set of interlocking factors including physical weakness, 

social isolation, wlnerability and powerlessness. 
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Molt of the ,...... ~ on pcMfty do not tbcus on discuuion of urban poverty. 

This means tNt by ~ ofurban areas or some urban areas are not taken into 

acc:ount in _ detinitioo of poverty or in its measurement. 

Theoretically, two basic levels or types of poverty are identified in the development 

literature, and these are absolute and relative poverty. The World Bank currently regards 

people earning less than USS 1 a day (in 1993 purchasing power parity) to be absolutely 

poor. The European Union defines the relative poor as persons, families and groups of 

persons whose resources including materials and social are so limited that they are 

excluded from the minimum acceptable way of life in the state in which they live 

(UNESCAP, 2000). 

1.1 Dimension. of Poverty 

Poverty is a multi-dimensional and dynamic construct. The dimensions of poverty can be 

~orized into three main facets. This include income or consumption dimension 

(poverty of money), access to social service dimension (poverty of access) and 

participatory dimension of poverty or poverty of power (UNESCAP, 2000) 

2.2.1 Poverty ofMonev 

The income dimension of poverty implies low levels of income or consumption that are 

socially unacceptable. This can be adequately captured by the use of a money metric 

measure (Oduro, 2001). Measures such as poverty lines and Gini-coefficient are used to 

IJIeIISl.ll'e absQlute and relative poverty in terms of incomes and affordability (UNESCAP, 

2000). These measures are widely used because they are relatively easy to make and 
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.....". : 1IIJwever. die lick of money is more a ~ptom 0' poverty rather than itl 

QUIe. In most cases. the poor aR not without an income; what they lack is the ability to 

aecwnulate assets. which is a key ingredient to the creation of wealth and breaking the 

eycle ofpoverty. 

22.2 Poverty ofAa:ess 

The social ~ access dimension of poverty includes lack of access to health care, 

education. good drinking water, decent housing, and healthy sanitation (GPRS, 2003-

200S). Poverty of access explains how the urban poor lack the basic necessities of life. 

Many urban poor Jive in overcrowded and unsanitary slums and squatter settlements and 

often do not have access to basic infrastructure and services. They are forced to live in 

illegal and informal settlement because they cannot enter formal land and housing 

markets. According to the UNESCAP report, one of the reasons for the formation of 

slums and squatter settlements is the way formal markets are regulated and structured. 

The report argues that the poor are unable to afford the choices offered to them in these 

markets, and therefore the informal and illegal housing markets of slums and squatter 

settlements are specifically geared to meet their shelter needs (UNESCAP, 2000). The 

report indicates that the informal settlements are often located on marginal lands (along 

riverbanks., railway lines, and steep slopes and near garbage dumps) and are prone to 

natural and man-made disasters. Thus they are also often illegal and those living there do 

not have security of tenure. It is further argued in the report that because of the illegal 

status of the settlers, they are often not provided with basic infrastructure and services 

such as piped-borne water, electricity, wastewater disposal and solid waste collection by 

government agencies and organizations. They have to purchase these services from 
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~ 1DIIbII. oftaa ..,.,. ....d. more thin higher-income groups. AcoordiDa to 

UNESCAP report (2000), studies in several cities have shown that the poor end up 

paying two to fiw times as much tor informal access to public goods and services than 

higher-income groups. 

Because there is often no security of tenure in illegal settlements and the fear of imminent 

eviction, the poor do not invest in improving either their housing or their settlements. 

l.a;k of basic environmental infrastructure and locations on marginal lands often translate 

into higber rates of disease and lower life spans. The consequent are bigher medical bills, 

'ost working ~ys and early demise of income earners, which further expropriate their 

marginal income and further perpetuate the cycle of poverty (UNESCAP, 2000), 

Similarly, children of the poor are unable to access good education. Often the standards 

and f4cilities of the educational institutes they can afford are lower than those available to 

children of higher-income groups. Moreover, poor children often drop out of school 

earlier to support their families. Poor education also contributes to entrenchment of the 

cycle ofpoverty. 

2.2.3 Poverty of Power 

The UNESCAP report (2000) further emphasizes that in many developing countries, both 

the formal structures of government and the culture of governance tend to exclude the 

poor from decision-making and tend to concentrate decision-making among a small 

number of formal and infonnal elite. According to the report, the poor suffer from both 

traditional and modem environmental health risks in urban areas. They suffer from 
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.-mtJ. ~ ...... of IIIIIIICIY is more a ~ of poverty rather than its 

C8USe. In most cases. the poor are not without an inc::ome; what they lack is the ability to 

accumulate assets. whic:b is a key ingredient to the creation of wealth and breaking the 

cycle of poverty. 

2 2.2 Poverty of Aa:ess 

The social services KCeSS dimension of poverty includes lack of access to health care, 

education, good drinking water, decent housing, and healthy sanitation (GPRS, 2003-

2(05). Poverty of access explains how the urban poor lack the basic necessities of life. 

Many urban poor live in overcrowded and unsanitary slums and squatter settlements and 

often do not have access to basic infrastructure and services. They are forced to live in 

illegal and informal settlement because they cannot enter formal land and housing 

markets. According to the UNESCAP report, one of the reasons for the formation of 

slums and squatter settlements is the way formal markets are regulated and structured. 

The report argues that the poor are unable to afford the choices offered to them in these 

markets, and therefore the informal and illegal housing markets of slums and squatter 

settlements are specifically geared to meet their shelter needs (UNESCAP, 2000). The 

report indicates that the informal settlements are often located on marginal lands (along 

riverbanks, railway lines, and steep slopes and near garbage dumps) and are prone to 

natural and man-made disasters. Thus they are also often illegal and those living there do 

not have security of tenure. It is further argued in the report that because of the illegal 

status of the settlers, they are often not provided with basic infrastructure and services 

such as piped-borne water, electricity, wastewater disposal and solid waste collection by 

government agencies and organizations. They have to purchase these services from 
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~ II1IIbtI. often ..,... ..... man thin higber-iDcome groups. Accordiq to 

UNESCAP report (2000). studies in several cities have shown that the poor end up 

paying two to five times as ~ for informal access to public goods and services than 

higher-income groups. 

Because there is often no security of teIl1Jre in illegal settlements and the fear of imminent 

eviction, the poor do not invest in improving either their housing or their settlements. 

Lack of basic environmental infrastructure and locations on marginal lands often translate 

into higher rates of disease and lower life spans. The consequent are higher medical bills, 

Jost working days and early demise of income earners, which further expropriate their 

marsinaI income.oo further perpetuate the cycle of poverty (UNESCAP, 2000). 

Similarly, children of the poor are 1lIl8ble t9 access good education. Often the standards 

and &cilities of the educational institutes they can afford are lower than those available to 

children of bigher-income groups. Moreover, poor children often drop out of school 

earlier to support their families. Poor education also contributes to entrenchment of the 

cycle ofpoverty. 

2.2.3 Poverty of Power 

The UNESCAP report (2000) further emphasizes that in many developing countries, both 

the formal structures of government and the culture of governance tend to exclude the 

poor from decision-making and tend to concentrate decision-making among a small 

number of formal and informal elite. According to the report, the poor suffer from both 

traditional and modem enviromnental health risks in urban areas. They suffer from 
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..... '..,mated ... poor saaitation. lack of cleaft water. overcrowded and poorly 

ventilated Jiving and working environments. as well as from modern risks caused by air 

and industrial poDution. While the poor suffer the most from dysfilndions in cities, they 

are the least able. as individuals. to influence how cities are governed. Most often. they 

do not even get opportunity to take part in the discussion of issues that affect them. The 

poor have a greater possibility to intluence decision-making under conditions of good 

governance, i.e., a system of government and a culture of governance that is 

participatory, inclusive, consensus-oriented, based on the rule of law, responsive to the 

needs of the population, efficient, transparent and accountable to the people (UNESCAP, 

2000). 

Another important aspect of power is access to information, the report indicates that the 

poor often lack access to information that they can used to advance their case when 

dealing witll other actors. Even when information is available, it is often in media and the 

tbrms fhat are either not accessible to or easily understandable by the poor. Even 

decisions that are taken with the aim of helping them are most often done without their 

involvement or consultation. 

1.3. Influence of Different Definitions on the Scale of Urban Poverty 

There bas been a historical development and debate about the appropriate definition and 

measurement of poverty from the early 1960s, but the concepts have developed rapiclly 

over the last three decades. There has been debate, for example on the importance of 

monetary variables, on objective or subjective measures, and on the link between material 

i~me 81)d wfcler functioning in society. Most writers agr~ that income (or 
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consumption) o.i itS own i, an imperfect measure of welfare, and also recognize the need 

to take account of variability CM:I" time. The idea of relative deprivation is widely 

accepted _ at least in theory (Diana, 1999). There are different views, however, about the 

relative importance of non-monetary variables. like self-esteem, and about the weight that 

should be given to the views expressed by poor people themselves. 

For policy purposes, many countries have quantified socially acceptable minimum 

income levels for measuring poverty. And to allow for household, ethnic and sectoral 

pewijarities, the poverty profile technique has also been extensively used (Orshanki, 

1955). However, the main confusion associated with the use of income level for 

definition and measurement of poverty is the poverty level considered or accepted as an 

appropriate cut-off point. Satterthwaite (2004) for instance has indicated that during the 

late 199Os. there were at least four figures for the proportion of Kenya's urban population 

who were poor, ranging from 1 to 49 percent. Also in Philippines, in 2000, the proportion 

of the national or urban population with below poverty line incomes was 12 percent, 25 

percent 40 percent or 4546 percent, depending on which poverty line chosen (World 

Bank 2(021). These very large differences in the proportions of the national or urban 

population considered poor are the result of different definitions of poverty. These 

differences usually lie in how to define the income that individuals or households need to 

avoid being poor, especially with regard to non-food essentials. 

According to Satterthwaite (2004), another source of confusion in the definition and 

measurement of poverty is the way increasing number of governments and international 

agencies are now committed to meeting their Millennium Development Goals, and are 
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incorporatina in their pial_ programmes specific goals and targets related to poverty. 

Satterthwaite. howeYer, points out that the way these low-income and middle-income 

nations define poverty remains rooted in questionable assumptions, and is often locked in 

the I rj6 century attitudes concerning the needs and rights of the poor. According to 

Satterthwaite (2004), in most nations, poverty is still defined and measured through 

consumption-based poverty lines despite how inadequate these capture many aspects of 

deprivation. He further argues that in many countries poverty lines are still based entirely 

or mostly on the cost of a 'minimum food basket'. giving little or no consideration to 

non-food needs, yet urban poverty is often related to the inability of individual or 

households to afford non-food items. 

2.4 Urban Poverty: Theoretical Penpectives 

There has been an overwhelming argument in the urban poverty literature that the 

problem of urban poverty has been underestimated. Satterthwaite (2004) has indicated 

that if the term poverty is taken to mean human needs that are not met, then most of the 

estimates for ~he scale of urban poverty in low and middle-income countries appear too 

low. Statistics produced by international agencies consistently suggest that three-quarters 

or more of the urban population in low and middle-income countries do not live in 

poverty. For instance, a publication by the Overseas Development Council in the USA in 

1989 indicated that only 130 million of the 'poorest poor' within low and middle-income 

nations lived in urban areas (Leonard, 1989). This meant that about nine out of ten of 

their urban population was not among the poorest. World Bank estimate for 1988 

suggests that there were 330 million poor people living in urban areas in low and middle­

income countries (World Bank, 1991), which meant that more than three-quarters of their 
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~, __ ..... poor on that Me. The 199912000 World Develop~ent Report 

(Wortd Bank, 1999b) alia sussests that there were 495 million 'urban poor' by the year 

2000, which meant that three-quarters of urban population were not poor. But many 

national and city studies show that 40 - 65 percent of a nation's urban population or a 

major city's populations have incomes too low to allow them to meet their needs. This 

bas been confirmed by Mitlin who also argues that national studies in many of the 

poorest Afiican, Asian and Latin American countries suggest that more than half of their 

urban populations are below the poverty line (Mitlin, 2004). 

It baa been argued that the urban poor face a lot more challenges and difficulties than 

their rural counteqwts. According to Satterthwaite (2004), the proportion of urban 

dwellers who live in poverty face extreme difficulties including poor quality of life, 

overcrowding, often insecure housing lacking adequate provision of water, sanitation, 

drainage, and are exposed to very high level of environmental and health risks. He 

further contends that if the estimate for the number of poor urban dwellers was based on 

the number living in poor quality housing Oike shacks) with a lack of basic facilities and 

services, then at east 600 million urban population were poor in 1990, with the numbers 

like1y to have increased significantly during the 1990s. 

Mitlin (2004) further argues that there appear to be several reasons that suggest that urban 

dwellers spend more on necessities. First some goods are more expensive in urban areas, 

and there is extensive evidence to suggest that, in general, prices are higher in urban 

areas. Second, some goods are essential that everyone has to purchase or spend money 

on in urban areas but may not be so in rural areas, and this include fuels, transport, water 
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.... sbeIter". Many empirical ~ have IllJO shown that high costs are paid by particular 

urban group (or those living in particular settlements) for non-food essential such as 

housing, water and electricity. 

There have also been questions about whether the samples used in national surveys are 

really representative for urban areas, especially for those sections of the urban poor who 

are most difficult to be included in surveys. According to Satterthwaite (2004), it is 

always difficult to get a good sample frame of urban dwellers especially those who are 

homeless (sleeping in public and open places, those who live in slums and in illegal 

settlements as well as those who sleep in work places), and are involved in informal 

activities that often take them out from their dwelling places. In many instances, it is also 

difficult to get data from tenants and to identifY families or individuals who live in 

backrooms of residences that look as though they only hold one household (Weru, 2004). 

This reinforces the point that the problem of urban poverty may have been 

underestimated. 1t also shows a v~ry low priority given by most international agencies to 

urban poverty reduction. 

2.5. Urbanization and Unemployment 

The n.o defines unemployment based on three criteria to be satisfied simultaneously. 

That is those "without work", "currently available for work" and "seeking work". 

According to the international standard, a person should be seeking work to be 

considered as unemployed. Seeking work is defined as having taken specific steps in a 

specific recent period to seek paid work or self-employment. The term "work" in the 

seeking ~qn ~ to be interpreted in the sense of economic activity as defined in the 

international standards. The scope of economic activity as far as it applies to lLO labour 
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fi:ne fianleMJl'k is by conwnion buecl on the concept of production of goods and 

services as defined by the UN system of national ~nt. The concept includes a1l 

activities related to market production and certain types of activities related to non­

market activities. The notion of seeking work is independence from the duration and type 

on employment sought. Seeking work covers seeking employment, part time 

employment, temporary, seasonal or casual work, and in general, any type of work 

considered as economic activity by the international standa~d (prakash, 200 1). 

kcording to the international standards, persons should be available to or work during 

the reference period if they are to be considered as unemployed. In the present context, 

availability for work means that, given a work opportunity, a person should be able to 

and ready to work. When used in the context of the standard definition of unemployment, 

one purpose of the availability criterion is to exclude persons who are seeking work to 

begin at a later date, for example students who may be seeking work to be taken up after 

completion of their academic work 

In reality, the level of unemployment and underemployment in the urban areas is very 

high. And central to the increase in urban poverty is the rise in unemployment especially 

among the youth (Bairock, 1973). Bairock points out that the low level of employment in 

the secondary sector, together with rapid increase in total population; particularly the 

active rural population who migrate to the urban areas is one of the important factors that 

explain urban unemployment. He further argues that the mo~t important parameter 

conditioning the extent of urban unemployment is the extreme rapidity with which 

urbanization has been taking place in the developing countries over the last three decades. 
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11111 It wt.t ..... at • very rausb approximation, be considered U llimillt stages of 

economic devdopmeut, the total population in the developing countries is increasing five 

to six times more rapidly than was the case in the countries that are now industrialized 

~rook:, 1973). This is a factor of outstanding importance in analyzing the economic 

problems oftbe Third World in general and urban unemployment in particular. 

2.6 Youth Unemployment 

The main focus for most discussions of youth employment issues has been the problem of 

youth unemployment. According to ILO report, the large and growing number of 

unemployed youth is one of the daunting problems faced by both developed and 

developing countries (ILO, 2(00). In the background report for the 2002 Youth 

Employment Summit, part of the report read: 'the youth population is more wlnerable to 

being rendered unemployed compared to adult population' (Youth Employment Summit 

20Q2:19). Launching his Youth Employment Network, the UN Secretary General, Mr. 

Kofi Annan also said 'youth make up more than 40 percent of the world's total 

unemployed. He pointed out that there were estimated 66 million unemployed young 

people, an increase of nearly 10 million since 1965' (lLO 2003). And one of the only 

two targets in the Millennium Development Goals is the employment of 15-25 olds. 

Also delivering his speech at the launch of the National Youth Employment Programme 

at the Kao Kudi Park. Nuna. Accra on the 3M October 2006, H.E. President 1. A. Kuff'our 

indicated that, on assumption of office, in 200 I, his government took census of the 

~loyed yp~ and he was shocked to realize that they exceeded 10 million. 
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Aecordins to .... they include under-employed, cuuaI labourers u well u yoUJl8 

graduates of tertiary institutions. 

Godfrey (2003) has observed that in several developing countries, the highest 

unemployment has been seen over the years among the more educated youth. He cites the 

case of Indonesia where in 1986, it was observed that the unemployment rate among the 

15-20 year olds with primary education or less were negligible, while among those with 

secondary or tertiary education, the unemployment rate was about 30 percent. Also in 

Camb04ia, Godfrey further argues that the highest rates of unemployment in 1997 were 

found among the youth. And in Pakistan, the highest urban unemployment rates for 20-42 

aids are to be found among degree holders and postgraduates of both sexes (ILO, 2001). 

Commenting on the Indonesian case, Clark (1988) has indicated that this kind of 

unemployment is transitional in nature. According to him, each year a number of school 

leavers leave school and embark on job search, and the number of young people in this 

category that are recorded as unemployed at any moment by a surveyor census partly 

depends on the number of school leavers, and partly on the average length of time taken 

to find a job. He further argues that as a result of the rapid increase in the number of 

school leavers in Indonesia, particularly at the secondary and higher levels, the country's 

job seekers increased. 

Ghose (1999) explains that the seemingly positive relationship between unemployment 

and higher level of education may be that young people with higher levels of education 

do not want to engage in low-productivity or low-income work in the informal sector. 
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According to him, they include under-employed, casual labourers as well as young 

graduates of tertiary institutions. 

Godfrey (2003) has observed that in several developing countries, the highest 

unemployment has been seen over the years among the more educated youth. He cites the 

case of Indonesia where in 1986, it was observed that the unemployment rate among the 

15-20 year olds with primary education or less were negligible, while among those with 

~ndary or tertjary education, the unemployment rate was about 30 percent. Also in 

Cambodia, Godfrey further argues that the highest rates of unemployment in 1997 were 

found among the youth. And in Pakistan, the highest urban unemployment rates for 20-42 

olds are to be found among degree holders and postgraduates of both sexes (ILO, 2001). 

Commenting on the Indonesian case, Clark (1988) has indicated that this kind of 

unemployment is transitional in nature. According to him, each year a number of school 

leavers leave school and embark on job search, and the number of young people in this 

category that are recorded as unemployed at any moment by a surveyor census partly 

depends on the number of school leavers, and partly on the average length of time taken 

to find a job. lIe further argues that as a result of the rapid increase in the number of 

school leavers to Indonesia, particularly at the secondary and higher levels, the country's 

job seekers increased. 

Ghose (1999) explains that the seemingly positive relationship between unemployment 

and higher level of education may be that young people with higher levels of education 

do not want to engage in low-productivity or low-income work in the informal sector. 
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They I'IItIler want a non-DI8IIU8l work, preferably in the organized or fonnal sector. 

~ding to bfm, the filet that they have higher l~els of education indicates that their 

families have the means to support them. The findings of his study also confinned that 

the primary school leavers have compromised on their aspirations and expectations and 

have adjusted to the labour market by acceptation the available w9rk. According Godfrey 

(2003), the youth with primary school level education, who constituted the bulk of 

Indonesia's unemployed in the early 1970s were no longer willing to prolong their search 

for salary and wage earning jobs, but were rather settling for what they could get as self-

employed or casual wage earners. 

In Sri Lanka where unemployment is concentrated among the youth, Rama (1999) 

estimated a series of regression Jinking unemployment to individual characteristics from 

individual records based on 1985 labour force survey. He observed that the probability 

of being out of job is highest for the young and for those with 0' and A' levels of 

education. He also tested various hypotheses about the causes of unemployment among 

the youth, and the results revealed that most of the unemployed were waiting for 'good' 

job opportunities but not interested in readily available 'bad' jobs. This was found to be 

consistent with the survey and time series data. It was also consistent with the fact that 

young people in Sri Lanka were not interested in job opportunities in agricultural estates 

and export processing zones where there were thousands of unfilled vacancies. 

Meanwhile, more than 10,000 candidates applied for 300 positions advertised in the 

government Post and Telecommunication Agency. His conclusion is that unemployment 

in Sri Lanka is to a large extent voluntary because the bulk of the unemployed youth are 
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relatively echu:ated who live with their parents and benefit from family support, which 

enable them to engage in extended job search. 

2.7 Relationship between Poverty and Unemployment 

There has been strong evidence that suggest that unemployment increases the risk of 

poverty and also gives rise to series of negative social effects on the unemployed 

themselves, their dependants and the communities in which they live (Saunders, 2002). 

Writing in the mid 1970s at the very time when the prospects of full employment were 

about to disappear, Gregory and Sheehan (1998) identified unemployment as a major 

cause of poverty. They also point out that poverty increased sharply with unemployment 

duration rising from around 13 percent of those unemployed for less than 8 weeks to 80 

percent for those unemployed for more than a year. According to them, by 1996, many 

people were out of job in Australia for a long period, and so what had previously of\en 

been seen as a short disruption of earnings for many turned out into a situation of' semi­

permanent' entrenched joblessness and poverty. 

It must however be noted that it is possible to be poor but not unemployed and vice versa 

depending upon the nature of social welfare system that exist in a particular country 

(Uusitalo, 2000). Gregory and Sheehan (t 998) further point out that when the level of 

unemployment benefit is generally below the poverty line, all the unemployed should by 

definition be described as poor. To understand the relationship between these two 

concepts in a little detail, fig 2.2 illustrates the possible combinations of employment and 

poverty status. 
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Fig 2.1' • ...",......., between Bnm10yment Status and Poverty Status 

E_pleymeat Status 

Poor 
Poverty Status 

Not Poor 

UJ;1employed 

(1) 

(3) 

Employed 

(2) 

(4) 

-----------:-::::-::--=-:-----=---:;::-~-;-;~--------­
Source: Culled from Peter Saunders' SPRC Discussion Paper No. 118 

Fig 2.2 above shows al) the four possible combinations of employment and poverty 

status. Cell (1) shows a person who is unemployed and poor and cell (4) shows a person 

who is employed and as such not poor, which look quite nonnal. Cell (2) however 

inQicates that it is possible for a person to be employed but still poor (the working poor), 

whereas ceD (3) indicates a situation where a person is not employed yet not poor. This 

situation arises when other fonns of income including income from family members, 

social security or assistance from network groups help to alleviate poverty of the 

unemployed. 

Certain factors, however, complicate the relationship between the unemployment and 

poverty. One of these factors, according to Saunders (2003), is the timing discrepancy 

between the period of reported labour force status and the period to which income 

variable applies. Illustrating this complication, he cites the case in Australia where, in the 

1999-2000 Survey of Income and Housing Cost (SIHC), the labour force status referred 

to that period (1999-2000), whereas the annual income referred to the previous financial 

year, i.e. 1998-1999. This means that anyone who was involved in the survey reported 

his labour force status in (say) June 2000, whereas his reported income referred to the 

11 

University of Ghana  http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



year beginning in July 1998 _ two years earlier. This can present confusing and 

umeliable results. 

~other factor is the different units of analysis that are used to determine labour force 

status and income status. The unit of analysis that is used to determine the labour force 

status is the individual, whereas poverty studies focus on incomes of the units (or the 

family members), who are assumed to share resources (including income) for the benefit 

of all. Therefore, an individual may have a low income and stm not be classified as poor 

as long as other members of the family unit have incomes, which when shared, is 

sufficient to raise the whole family above the poverty line (Saunders, 2002). 

One important issue that emerges from the discussion of unemployment and poverty is 

that there are a number of reasons why the two variables move independently of each 

other. One should not therefore, expect a close relationship between them when 

comparing the experience of different countries or a given country in· different periods. 

Saunders' study for example shows a weak relationship between the two variables among 

OEeD countries but positive among many European countries (perhaps due to their 

welfare programmes). He also observes that US, UK and Australia have higher poverty 

than one might expect given their unemployment rates. In contrast, Spain has low 

poverty rate given its level of unemployment (Saunders, 2002). 

In terms of changes in unemployment and poverty rates, Saunders' study again shows 

that there was no decline in poverty in UK, the Netherlands and Belgium despite a 
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significant faD in their unemployment rates. In contrast, countries Iil~e Canada, Denmark, 

Norway and Spain experienced rising unemployment but declining poverty. 

In the case of Afiican countries, many studies have shown that unemployment and 

poverty move in the same direction in many countries due to absence ·of or low social 

welfare system and unemployment compensation. For instance, in South Africa, the 

South Aftican Living Standard SUlVey in 1993 finds that only about 2.5 percent of 

households containing unemployed people were receiving unemployment support 

(Saldru, 1993). IW (1996) also suggests that only about 600,000 (or 12 percent) of the 

unemployed received some unemployment support over the course of the year 1992. 

Even though the two reports present different figures, when they are reconciled, it can be 

said that unlike many European countries, the social welfare system in South Aftica like 

many Aftican countries is very low. 

In Namibia however, Oduro (2001) observes that the country has a very good social 

assistance programmes which do not necessarily depend on whether the person has 

worked before or not, and this comprises of pension scheme to all individuals above the 

age of 60 years, disability grant, and free school meals among others. There is also a set 

of transfers with work requirements including regular labour-based programmes, shelter 

and housing IlSsistance as well as social security contribution. Oduro further argues that 

in 1996, Namibia's social assistance programme was estimated at being equivalent of 4.5 

percent of total government expenditure and approximately 2 percent of the country's 

GDP. 
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One of the major chal1enges filcing young people in Ghana is unemployment. the 

situation applies to uneducated and educated alike. According to Ghana Country Report 

on Unemployment (2002), the unemployment rate of young people between 15 and 24 

years of age is 15.goAt with estimated number of 1.2% new entrants to the labour market 

amrually. For 25-44 age group the unemployment rate is 8%, and for 45-60 age group, the 

unemployment rate is 5%. These make the unemployment in the age group 15-24 almost 

twice of that of 25-44 and three times that of 45-60 (Ghana Country Report on 

Unemployment, 2002». However, there is no social assistance programme that provides 

unemployment compensation to those who are unemployed, especially the youth. 

According to Oduro (2001), Ghana has a very limited social assistance programme that is 

operated on ad hoc basis. The government pension scheme for instance does not cover 

those who have not contributed to it. So far, only two social assistant programmes are 

working weD, and they include the school feeding programme and the free medical care 

for people above the age of 70 years. 

From the above discussion, it can be realized that there are many countries where 

unemployment and poverty move in opposite directions, and there are others where the 

two variables move together. This makes it difficult to conclude that there is a simple 

relationship between the two. It can therefore be said that the relationship between 

unemployment and poverty depends very much on the welfare system as well as other 

structural factors, including the overall inequality profile existing in a particular country. 
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2.8 The Coping Strategies or the Urban Poor 

Research work on the analysis of urban poverty and coping strategies has been 

Wldertaken by writers like Jeffiies (1992), Essamuah and Tonah (2004), Owusu (2001), 

Hossain (2005) among others, and they aD indicate that poverty levels in the urban areas 

has increased due to the economy's inability to support the kind of population explosion 

found in the urban areas. Jeffiies (t 990) for instance indicates that the minimum wage of 

an urban resident in Ghana in 1990 was just enough to feed him. According to him the 

average wage could neither cater for other expenses of the worker nor could it cater for 

the rest of the household. Hossain (2005) has also observed that poverty is characterised 

not only by lack of assets and inability to accumulate them but also the lack of choices 

with respect to alternative coping strategies. According to him, the poorest and the most 

wlnerable households are forced to adopt strategies, which enable them to survive but 

not to improve their welfare. 

In line with that many urban residents adopt certain survival strategies to cope with urban 

live and counteract the deteriorating wage levels. Pellow and Chazan (1986) have 

identified several of such survival strategies: The first is what they refer to as the "s~ffer­

manaKe strategy", which involves survival within conventionally approved codes of 

conduct. The second, according to him is also referred to as the "heat-the-system 

strategy", which involves employing various illegal and immoral methods of earning 

additional income. The third is the "escape-miwale strategy ", which also involves the 

urban residents leaving the country in search of greener pastures. The last strategy they 

identified is the "return-to .. :farm strategy". This also refers to urban dwellers who took 
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to urban agriculture as a way of providing their subsistence food requirement and for 

earning additional income. 

According to ~ah and Tonab (2004), the survival strategy approaches has, 
I 

however, been criticized for focussing exclusively on the urban wage earner in the 

analysis of urban poverty. Doubts have also been raised about the contribution of urban 

wage earners to household income. Yeboah and Waters (1997) also confirm the criticism 

of the survival strategies approach. They draw attention to the increasing number of 

women and young adults· who have to work in the informal sector to supplement 

household incomes. They therefore refer to this arrangement as a "strategy oj 

partiCipation n. 

the survival strategy has also been criticized for concentrating exclusively on economic 

activities undert8ktm primarily for the purpose of coping with economic difficulties in the 

urban centres (Essamuah and Tonah (2004). Owusu (2001) has also said that the urban 

poor do not only think in terms of meeting their present needs but do also plan for future 

needs. 

In response to the above limitations levelled against the survival strategies approach, 

several authors have used the concept of livelihood approach in the analysis of urban 

poverty. The 'livelihoods' concept recognizes the multiple activities in which households 

engage to ellsure survival and improve their wen-being (Ellis, 1998). It also recognizes 

the fact that those who are poor may not have cash or other savings, but they have other 

materials or no~-material assets, which include their health, their labour, their knowledge 
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and skiDs., their ftiends and fismiIies and the natural resources around them (Hossain. 

2005). According to Hossain, in urban areas, households seek to mobilise resources and 

opportunities and they combine these into livelihood strategy, which is a mixture of 

labour market involvement, savings, borrowing and investment; productive and 

reproductive activities; income, labour and asset pooling; as well as social networking. 

Households and individuals adjust the mix according to their own circumstances and the 

changing context in which they live. 

There are various versions of the livelihood approach but they share common 

characteristics of taking into account all activities engaged in by all members of the urban 

household that contribute to providing a livelihood for its members. Owusu (2001) uses 

Multiple Modes ofEaming a Livelihood Approach (MML). This approach recognizes the 

existence of multiple means of raising extra income through acquisition of additional 

jobs. According to him, it makes no assumption concerning the reasons for participating 

in mUltiple economic activities, but instead focuses on all activities that provides 

livelihood. He argues that while some people may participate in multiple livelihood 

strategies for survival purposes, to many others it is primarily an accumulation strategy. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

CHARACTERISTIC OF THE STUDY AREA 

3. t The District Profile 

Ashiedu Keteke Sub-metropolitan Assembly was established in 1985 and it is the first of 

such sub-metros, and the smallest in terms of the geographical boundaries, among the 13 

existing sub-metropolitan areas in the Greater Accra Region. The area falls within three 

electoral areas, which include Kinka, Ngleshie and Korle Wonko. 

The sub-metro spans an area bordered in the south by the Gulf of Guinea, in the west by 

the Korle lagoon, moving northwards to the Graphic Road and then turning to the right to 

the Ghana Cocoa Board Area, eastwards along the road in front of the Motor Traffic and 

Transport Unit (MTTU) of Ghana Police, to Kimbu school and then turning right again to 

the Kinbu traffic light, southwards along the road in front of the Rex Cinema through the 

Kwame Nkrumah Mausoleum to the Gulf of Guinea (see map). 

According to the 2000 population and housing census, the area has an estimated 

population of about 88,717, with an additional floating population of 200,000 people 

coming in on a daily basis from other parts of the metropolis and the country. It has only 

one town council, which is the Ga Mashie Town Council. The Sub-metro is located in the 

heart of Accra, covering most part of the Central Business District of Accra. Each 

electoral area has two communities as follows: 

• Ngleshie (James Town and Adedeokpo) 

• Kinka (Accra Central and Usher Town) 
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• Korle Wonko (Agbogbloshie and Korle Dudor) 

The Sub-metro has important historical landmarks including Usher Fort, James Fort, the 

old harbour, the Lighthouse, the Sea View Hotel and the Polo Ground, which now houses 

the Kwame Nkrumah Mausoleum. The Sub-metro also has important markets such as the 

famous Makola and Agbogbloshie markets., as well as six other markets and lorry parks. 

Important financial institutions such as the Bank of Ghana and head offices of Standard 

Chartered and Barclays Banks are also sited in the sub-metro. 

3.2 The Main Economic Activities 

Trading, fishing and fish mongering are the main economic activities in the Sub­

metropolitan Area. Kenkey-making is another important occupation that is undertaken by 

many indigenous women. Many young people are also engaged in petty trading and street 

hawking. This is because the Sub-metro falls within the main business district of the 

metropolis. 

3.3 The Main Development Problems 

According to the Sub-metro Director, the area has lot of development problems. It is one 

of the least developed sub-metros in the Greater Accra Region. It has an urban character 

in terms of population and location, but in terms of infrastructure development and 

provision of social amenities, the area lacks so many things. One problem identified in 

the Sub-metro is the fact that it does not have a full status of a district and, because of 

that; it does not have a development plan of its own. Also an the internally generated 

revenues are sent to Accra Metropolitan Assembly and according to the Sub-metro 
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Director, the Sub-metro does not receive its share for its development activities regularly. 

The Sub-metro also fiwes a very serious problem of waste management. During one of 

the researcher's interaction with the Sub-metro Director, he mentioned sanitation as one 

of the serious problems facing the sub-metro. According to him, aU the human and solid 

waste from the Odoo River and Korle Lagoon are emptied in the portion of the sea at the 

Sub-metro. And this requires substantial amount of mo~ey to ~~age it. A lot of the 

waste materials are generated by illegal settlers in Old Fadama (popularly called 'Sodom 

and Gomorra') who live along the lagoon, as well as by traders in Agbobgloshie, Salaga, 

Timber, London and Makola markets. The waste also comes with very bad odour that 

pollutes the air ~d causes serious health risks to the inhabitants. 

Another serious problem that was identified in the sub-metro during the researcher's 

study tour is low child enrolment. And the few children, who are enrolled, according to 

the Sub-metro Director, perform poorly in the BECE exams, and most of them end their 

education at that .level.. Th~.e children are made to take part in all sorts of economic 

activities including selling of ice water, kenkey, fishing, and smoking offish. 

The Sub-metro also faces high rate unemployment as well as underemployment. This is 

partly due to the ~nal nature of fishing, which is the main occupation for many young 

men and women iIi the Sub-metro. During one of the researcher's preliminary survey for 

instance, he visited a female headed household, and all the four men he met, who were 

between the ages of 20 to 30 years were unemployed, and living in the same house with 

their grandmother. 
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Distribution of the types of premises in the Ashiedu Keteke sub metropolitan assembly is 

shown in Tables 4.) while Table 4.2 shows the breakdown of the various types of 

premises by electoral areas. 
" 

Table 3.1: Tynes of Premises in the Ashiedu Keteke SMA 

f;;r;;'~; ...... Tjpes' of Pmmses .... -. Number 
-: .'. --

I. Residential mixed (Res + Business) 3680 

2. Industrial 17 

3. Hospitality 357 

4. Health care 77 

5. Schools 66 

6. Market 8 

7. Lorry Terminals/Car parks 10 

8. Sanitary sites 88 (25 refuse sites and 63 toilet sites) 

Source. 2004 ~ual Report, Ashiedu Keteke Sub-metropobtan Assembly 

Table 3.2: Tynes of Premises by Electoral Areas 

Ngleshie 654 13 62 
Public toilet -6 

10 30 
Refuse sites -5 

Kinka 1,345 86 52 
Public toilet-22 

12 2 6 
Refuse site - 9 

Karle 
1,681 

Public et-35 
Wanko 4 179 15 24 5 5 

Refuse site- 11 

2004 annual Report, Ashiedu Keteke sub-metropolitan Assembly 
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3.4 Poverty Profile of Asbiedu Keteke Su~metro: Historical and Empirical Review 

Documentary materials on Accra in general and Ashiedu Keteke in particular are scanty 

and difficult to obtain. However, according to the oral tradition as well as historical 

research, the present site of Accra was first settled by several Ga clans who were believed 

to have migrated from what is now Nigeria around the 14th century (Henry and Fayorsey, 

2(02). Oral tradition also says that the people came by land and by sea, first to Benin and 

further eastwards before they finally settled in Accra (Buah, 1980). 

Parker (2000) argues that one of the common features of 20th century Africa has been the 

growth of cities and its accompanying transformation to urban life, and the Ga state has 

long history of urbanism. Its strategic location along the coast and the arrival of the 

Europeans in the 16th and 17th century turned the area into a commercial centre. 

According to Parker (2000), by t'f' century, Accra had emerged as one of the entry 

points on the Gold Coast and West Africa, and served as a link between the expanding 

Atlantic economy and the African interior trading in fish, salt, gold guns and other local 

and imported goods. Parker (2000) further argues that for nearly two hundred years, the 

local leaders had to compete with other powerful African neighbours, with European 

traders and with each other for the jurisdiction over the town and for its share of the 

mercantile wealth. The competition intensified when the British consolidated their 

position as the dominant coastal power. In 1877, Accra became the headquarters of the 

Gold Coast when the colonial capital was transfer from Cape Coast. As a new political 

and economic headquarters Accra begun to attract a lot of people from other parts of the 

colony. Parker (2000) further points out that by 1875, Accra had population of about 

20,000. Despite the competition from both expatriate and migrants, many Ga men and 
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fI_··..:eIM.... In 
women were well placed to benefit from the colonial economy that was UWIDUU>e' 

1957, when the country gained its independent, Accra emerged as the capital town of the 

fust independent tropical Afiican country. The commercial prosperity of Accra became 

more promising and the influx of migrants ftom allover the country continued (parker, 

2000). 

The Ga Mashie area (which fonns greater part Ashiedu Keteke sub-metro) had its share 

of the growing prosperity of Accra. Due to its location along the coast, it became a 

trading center because of the presence of the harbour and expatriate companies like PZ, 

CF AO among others as well as the fishing industry. The brisk commercial activities 

transfonned the economy of the area and created job opportunities for the people. It 

therefore became the Central business District (CBD) of Accra. However, the prosperity 

of the area experienced a decline after the harbour was relocated to Tema in ) 962, and 

later followed by the relocation of all the muJtinational companies. Maxwell's study, for 

instance. finds increase in poverty and malnutrition in the indigenous neighborhoods in 

Accra (Maxwell, 1998), which symbolizes growing poverty in the area of late. 

The decline of economic fortune and increasing poverty in Ashiedu Keteke sub-metro 

(old Accra) is argued on many grounds. One argument blames the ecology of the Accra 

coastal hinterland, which according to Parker (2000) is characterized by aridity, open 

grasslands and thickets. Accra records an average of between 20 and 30 inches of rainfall, 

one the lowest in the country. Therefore, fishing bas become the only agricuJtural 

activity for many people who are neither in fonnal or commercial activities. Since 

fishing, especially canoe fishing, is a declining industry as a resuJt of depletion as weD as 
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its seasonal nature, many fishermen become unemployed during some periods of the 

year. This makes it difficult for many people to raise enough income to look after their 

families and pay their children's school fees. 

Others also believe that the high population density has also contributed to the poverty 

and unemployment in the area. Because of its location as the Commercial Business 

Centre, a lot of people are attracted to the sub-metro. CENCOSAD's study estimates 

population density of 625 persons per hector (CENCOSAD, 2000) According to Henry 

and Fayorsey (2002), the Ga Mashie area is very densely populated with compound 

houses that accommodate 6 to 20 people. 

Others argue the neglect of the area by the government, which has also contributed to 

poverty and unemployment of the area. Kotey (2002) observes that well educated and 

well-ta-do inhabitants normally move out of the area. This is because, the area is not 

well developed, and many parts have constantly been under the threat of demolition and 

rehabilitation. This makes the place unattractive to potential developers and middle class 

indigenous people. 

Another argument is that the Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAP) adopted by many 

African countries during the 1980s and 90s have seriously worsened the plight of urban 

poor (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004). And Ashiedu Keteke being one of the urban poor 

communalities in Ghana has had its share of the eftect of the SAP on the urban poor. 
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Some also believe that poverty in the area is self-inflicted. an argument which was 

strongly put across by the Sub-metro Director during the researcher's interview with him. 

He believes that the area is endowed with so many economic potentials, but most of 

youth are not ~ing enough to exploit them. According to him, most of them enjoy 

idleness and Ovet-dependence on their mends and relatives. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

RESEARCH MEmODOLOGY 

4.1 Study Methods 

The study was conducted in the Ashiedu Keteke Sub-metropolitan Area. Purposive 

sampling method was used to select this part of Accra for the study for three reasons. 

First, it is an urban setting, which is densely popUlated, and the focus of the study is on 

urban poverty. Secondary, the area accommodates some of the most deprived 

communities in Accra with most of the inhabitants in the lo~e~ socio-economic class 

(Henry and Fayorsey, 2002). The population of sub-metro comprises of both the Ga 

people who are mainly found along the beach and extends inland and highly 

heterogeneous migrant population from other parts of the country. The study sample 

requires the inclusion of both indigenous and migrant youth hence the selection of this 

study area. 

4.2 Sample Design and Sample Procedures 

The study population includes all the young people living in the Ashiedu Keteke Sub­

metro who fall within the ages of 18 and 35 years. Youth, according to United Nations' 

definition are those persons who fall between the ages of 15 and 24 years. The Ghana 

National Youth Policy (1999) also defines the youth to include young women and men 

within the age bracket of 15-35 years. This study, however, uses age bracket of 18-35 

because at the 18 years, a person is considered matured and qualified to work. The upper 

limit of 35 years also conforms to the National Youth Policy definition as well as the 

limit set for the implementation of the National Youth Employment Programme. 
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The study area was divided into three clusters based on the three electoral areas in the 

sub-metro, which include Kinka, NgJeshie and Korle Wonko. From the three electoral 

areas, one community was selected by means of simple random sampling. The 

researcher did the selection with the assistance of three Research Assistants. The names 

of the communities in each electoral area were written on pieces of paper and folded. 

Each Research Assistant randomly selected one of them. The· communities that were 

selected were Agbogblosbie (from Korle Wonko), Usher Town (from Kinka) and James 

Town (from Ngleshie). This was to enable the researcher to obtain representative sample 

from the three electoral areas. 

Further stratification was done by interviewing 49 males and 67 females as well as 30 

indigenous youth and 86 migrant youth from different parts of the country (see table 5.1 

and 5.6). The sample size for the study was made up of 116 youth selected by means of 

accidental sampling method whereby the youth were selected and interviewed on the 

basis of availability and willingness to take part in the survey. The sample size was 

limited to 116 respondents due to cost and time. Quota sampling technique was 

used to divide the sample size of 116 as follows: 

Fig 4 1: Sample Distnbution 
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4.3 D.t. Collection 

Both primary and secondary data were used for the study. Primary data was obtained 

through field survey based on closed and open-ended questionnaire. The closed-ended 

questions sought direct answers to specific questions. The open-ended questions enabled 

respondents to provide variety of answers that were relevant for the study in unrestricted 

manner (see Appendix A). 

Another source of primary data was gathered from face-to-face structured and semi­

structured interview with key informants including the Sub-m~ro Director of Ashiedu 

Keteke Sub-metropolitan Area, Regional Director of the Department of Rural Housing 

and Secretary of the Jamestown Canoe Fishermen Association. The interview sought to 

find out their views or perception on the seriousness of poverty and unemployment, 

especially among the youth in Ashiedu Keteke sub-metro, as well as the coping strategies 

(see Appendix B) 

Secondary data sources were extracted from various documentary sources including 

textbooks., journals, newsletters and current publications from Ashiedu Keteke Sub-

metro, Ministry of Employment and Manpower Development, GPRS document, relevant 

ISSER publications, World Bank publications, magazines, newspapers, relevant as well 

as other relevant unpublished works on the topic and web sites. 

Before the data entry, quality control checks were performed to assess the completeness 

and consistency of the completed questionnaire. The Statistical Package for Social 

Sciences (SPSS 10) was used for data processing. Basically, cross-tabulation was used to 
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analyze the relationship between some of the variables, especially education and 

employment as well the intention of respondents to leave the communities. Chi-Square 

test was also used to test the significance of some of the main claims in the study. The 

chi-square test was deemed appropriate due to its non-parametric !lature, which applies to 

discrete data rather than measured values. The study also employed simple statistical 

tools to analyze the data. Among these tools were measures of central tendency such as 

percentage, proportion, mean and ratio. Graphical tools such as bar charts and pie charts 

were also used to illustrate certain trends and patterns that were observed from the data. 

In this regard, the first aspect of the analysis was based on the demographic 

characteristics of the respondents, which sought to determine the relationship between 

their background such as family background, household composition, and level of 

education or skills acquired and their poverty profile as well as its implication on their 

current employment status or opportunities. 

The second aspect sought to examine the poverty profiles and the socio-economic 

conditions of the respondents, and the variables that were used to measure and analyze 

included their migratory history, neighborhood and housing characteristics, income 

status, profile of asset ownership, and health status of the family as well as access to 

essential social services . . 

The third aspect also sought to examine the employment and livelihood problems of the 

respondents, the extent of their wlnerability as well as their social and economic coping 

strategies. An assessment was made to find out their current source of livelihood or job 
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OPPOrtunities. assistance from fiuniIy members, and their participation in the infonnal 

sector activities as well as membership in social network groups. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

5.0 Introdudion 

This chapter presents the analyses of the data collected during the course of the study. 

The variables that reflect the socio-economic conditions of the poor urban youth are 

defined. These are divided into three parts: their poverty profiles. unemployment and 

coping strategies. The analyses of these provide a better understanding of the manner in 

which they can be improved by way of policy and programmatic interventions. 

The broad areas of analysis in the study include the fo)]owing: 

1. Poverty in Ashiedu Keteke sub-metro 

2. Demographic characteristics of respondents 

,,' • Sex cd respondents 

• Ages of respondents 

• Marital statuses qf respondents 

3. Poverty Profiles of Respondents 

• Educational backgrounds qf respondents 

• Places of origin qf respondents 

• Household compositions qf respondents 

• Expenditure patterns qf re·VJondent.'i 

• Respondents' access to public services 
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4. Employments Opportunity of respondents 

• Skills acquired by respondent.'i 

• Perception about job opportunities 

• Type ofjobs of respondents 

5. Livelihood Coping Strategies of Respondents 

• Participation in informal sector activities 

• Assistance from relations 

• Membership in social network KTOUpS 

5.1 Data Analysis 

The data analysis covers the demographic characteristics of respondents, their poverty 

profiles as well as unemployment and coping strategies. In all, 116 youth between the 

ages of 18 and 35 in three poor communities in the Ashiedu Keteke Sub-metropolitan 

area were targeted, namely Agbogbloshie, Usher Town and Jamestown. 

5.1.1 Poverty in Asbiedo Keteke Sub-metro: Views from Key Informants 

The views of key informants who have lived or worked in the sub-metro were seen as 

important in examining the poverty and unemployment situations in the sub-metro. As a 

result, the researcher interviewed some key informants in the sub-metro who included the 

Sub-metro Director, the Regional Director of the .Dep.~rtmertl of Rw-al Housing and 

Cottage lndustl}' and the Secretary of James Town Canoe Fishermen Association. The 

interviews were conducted separately and each lasted for about one and half hours. They 

offered their views based on structured interview questions, (see Appendix B). The 
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average age of the three key infonnants was 48 years, which means that they know the 

history on the study area. 

Giving their general perceptions on the poverty situation in the Ashiedu Keteke sub­

metro, they all confirmed that poverty situation in the sub-metro is very serious because 

ac:cording to them, a lot of people are living in poverty and lack basic things that make 

life meaningful. They mentioned lack of job opportunitie~, lack of .government support, 

lack of credit and seasonal nature of fishing as some of the factors that have greatly 

contributed to poverty among the majority of the young people in the sub-metro. 

On how migration and urbanization have contributed to poverty and unemployment in the 

sub-metro, the Secretary of Fishermen Association on his part indicated that he is not the 

only person who believes that, but a lot of indigenous people, especially the poor 

households in the sub-metro think that urbanization and migration have deprived them of 

their livelihood. He put it this way: "the government has taken all our lands and left us 

only the sea to live on". In his view, the influx of a lot of young people into the sub­

metro has created competition in the activities that the youth can be engaged in, and the 

government has not increased facilities or created ~nough job . opportunities to 

accommodate the growing population in the sub-metro. According to him, what he was 

saying did not imply that Accra should have been reserved for only the Ga people, or 

should not have been made the capital of Ghana. He referred to a common Ga adage: 

'oblekuma obakumQ wQ', which literally means the Ga people welcome everybody 

irrespective of tribal background. But in his view, the Ga people especially those living 

in deprived communities like James Town, Agbogbloshie, Chorkor among others should 
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have been rewarded for their hospitality in a form of jobs, good S(;hools, howing and 

other facilities that befit urban setting. 

On wealth and employment situation before the place became urbanized, they all agreed 

that the harbour was a major sources of employment for the people, and its relocation has 

greatly affected them. They also indicated that the fishing industry was quite lucrative, 

but the introduction of what they tenned 'light fishing', and the use of big trawlers have 

brought nothing but depletion, which makes it difficult for canoe fishennen to have 

enough catch to cater for themselves and their tamilies 

The other factors they mentioned included: 

• Relocation of other multi-national companies like PZ and CFAO. 

• Low educational levels of the most of the youth who are described as 'factory 

hands' 

• Lack of employable skills among the youth; and 

• The seasonal nature of the fishing industry, which employs majority of people. 

The Sub-metro Director however disagreed with the argument that increased in 

population in the sub-metro as a result of migration and'urbanizati6ri has contributed to or 

worsened the poverty and unemployment situations of the indigenous people, According 

to him, urbanization has its good side in respect of social amenities such as electricity. 

piped borne water and employment opportunities, which are lacking in many rural areas 

and which attract a lot of people to the cities, He viewed the serious poverty and 

unemployment situations in the sub-metro, especially among the youth. as' . self inflicted' , 
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He argued that even though government has taken over the ownership of certain portions 

of land for development purposes like schools, hospitals, markets, lorry parks and 

government buildings, greater portions of lands, which belonged to the indigenous people 

were either sold or given out in long leases to immigrants like the Kwawus and tbe 

Ashantis. He also indicated that the sub-metro fonns part of central Accra and abound in 

economic potential but disagreement over ownership of landed properties is a major 

contributing factor of poverty and unemployment. According to him, if families could 

for instance enter into agreements with estate developers to rebuild or renovate most the 

old and dilapidated buildings, they can make a lot of money out of such ventures and 

increase the commercial potentials of the area. In his view, most of the youth are not 

adventurous and lack business acumen that has made others succeed. He further argued 

that even in the commercial business district (CBD) of the sub-metro, out of thousands of 

youth engaged in street hawking, the indigenous youth are very few. 

On how the youth have been affected by poverty and unemployment in the sub-metro, 

tlley all indicated that because many parents are not able to send their children to school 

coupled with high dropout rate, many of the youth do not have qualifications to compete 

for limited job opportunities. After they have dropped out, some of then according to 

them get involved in money-making activities such as street hawking, petty trading, 

fishing among others while others solely depend on their parents, relatives and friends. 

Those who get involve in such economic activities do it in anticipation of getting money 

to start big businesses, but most of them remain in it almost throughout their active lives. 

Therefore in their view, it is like poor beginning due to lack of parental support - lack of 

education or high dropout rate, no or low qtialification or lack of self-employable skills, 
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teenage pregnancies. among others. and these perpetUate poverty. which aWed the quality 

of live of the youth as well as their employment potential and chances. According to 

them. this situation applies to both the indigenous youth as weD as migrant youth who are 

living in the sub-metro. 

5.1.1 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

The views of young people who are affected by the poverty and unemployment situations 

in the sub-metro were also sought for analysis of the study. Greater part of this chapter 

was therefore devoted for the analysis of the data collected from the 116 young people 

sampled for the study. 

i. Sex of ResPOndents 

The sex distribution of respondents is presented in Table 5.1 Out of the total number of 

respondents, 42.2 percent were males while 57.8 percent were female. 

Table 5.1: Sex of respondent 

Source: Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 
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ii. Age Distn"bution 

The age distribution of the respondents indicates that 37.9 percent fall within 18 and 20 

years, 18.1 are between 21 and 25 years and 21.6 percent are between 30 and 35. The age 

distribution of the respondents is shown in Table 3.2. 

Table 5.2: Age of Respondent 

Source: Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 

The marital status of the respondents is presented in figure 4.1. The distribution reveals 

that most of them are not married. Out of the total sample, 87 of them constituting 75 

percent are not married, 14.7 percent are married while 7 percent are separated or 

divorced and 3 percent are widowed. Considering the fact that majority of the 

respondents in the sample fall within the marriage age of 18 years and above, it was 

surprising that the most of them are not yet married. This may be due to the socia-

economic difficulties like unemployment and lack of shelter, which confront the 

respondents and make it difficult for them to marry 
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Fig. 5.1: Marita1 Status of Respondents 

5.1.3 Poverty Prorde of Respondents 

i. Educational Background ofResoondents 

Educational background of respondents was seen in this study as one of the important 

variables that reflects the poverty profile and employment opportunities of the 

respondents. The level of education attained according to the GLSS 4 (2000) is a signal 

of the income earning potential of individuals and households and therefore a predictor of 

the population segment likely to be wlnerable to income shocks especially with aging. 

Table 5.3 presents the educational background of respondents, and it reveals that 37.9 

percent have not been to school at all, while 22.4 percent have only had primary school 

education. Only 2.6 percent of the respondents indicated having some tertiary education. 

This situation, if it can predict the income earning potentials of the respondents shows 

that most of them may not be able to get a high-paid job, and they are likely to experience 

income shocks as a result of non-permanent nature of the jobs they are likely to get. 
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Table 5.3 Educational Levels of Respondents 

No schooling 44 37.9 

Primary 26 22.4 

Middle School 4 3.4 

ISS 19 16.4 

SSS/SecondaryrrechIVocICommercial 19 16.4 

Tertiary 3 2.6 

Non-response 0.9 

Total 116 100.0 

Source: Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 

Table 5.4 shows the relationship between the level of education of the respondents and 

the type of activities they are involved in. The result revealed that most of the 

respondents who were found to be involved in petty trading, street hawking, "kayayee" 

and truck pushing were those who did not have education at all or dropped out of school 

after primary or Junior Secondary School (JSS) level. A total of 24 respondents with no 

education were involved in the activities mentioned above. Eight (8) of them were, 

however engaged in apprenticeship or self-employed in various trades (mason, carpentry 

metal work, fitting, seamstress, head dressing etc.). This is followed by 13 respondents 

who had primary education and 12 respondents who had education up to JSS. The figure 

drops to 6 of those who have up to secondary, commercial or vocational education. There 

was not a single graduate from the tertiary institution involved in activities like truck 

pushing, shoeshine, street or "kayayee". Ten (10) people who had tertiary level 

education, aooording to the survey results indicated that they were looking for jobs. 

Another 10 respondents, 9 respondents and 6 respondents with middle school, lS.S. and 
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primary school levels respectively also indicated that they were not employed or looking 

for jobs. This indicates tbat there is a relationship between the level of education of 

respondents and the type of economic activities they were engaged in. The survey results 

in Table 5.4 also revealed that respondents with low level of education easily find 

activities in the informal sector to do as against those who have relatively higher 

education. This result confonns to the studies by Godfrey (2003), Clark (1988), Ghose 

(1999) and Rama (1999) who aU confirm that highest unemployment rate has been seen 

among more educated youth as compared to youth with little or no education. 

Table 5.4: Level of education and Economic Activities of Resoondents 

Educational Level of Respondent 

No schooling 
Middle SSS/Secondary/ 

Primary JSS 
School Tech Vocl Com. 

RetaillPetty trade 4 3 7 3 -
Street hawking 2 3 1 - 2 

Head porter 
9 3 - - -

Type of ("Kayayee") 

ac*ivities Truck fysPing 5 1 1 1 -
~espondents Shoe shine 4 3 3 2 -
are involved Sub-total 24 13 12 6 2 

in No workllooking 
- 6 9 10 10 

for job 

Self Employedl 
8 2 4 8 2 

Apprenticeship 

Total 32 21 25 24 14 
Sourc . e. Researcher s Field Data (June, 2006) 
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In Ghana like most developing countries. it is believed that lack of financial support due 

to family financial limitations has been one of the reasons why many children drop out of 

school (Henry and Fayorsey, 2002). This was confirmed by the survey results when the 

respondents were asked to indicate the reason why they could not achieve the highest 

level of education that they wanted. More than half of the total number of the respondents 

(55.8%) reported that they dropped out of school due to a lack of financial support. This 

is followed by 24.4 percent who dropped out in order to get involved in money-making 

activities. And 9.5 percent dropped out of school due to low academic performance (see 

Table 5.5). Other reasons cited included lack of books, poor teaching, lack of teachers, 

overcrowding, distance, sickness, pregnancy and early marriage. Nearly one-third of 

cbildren according to Ghana Statistical Service report of 1998 indicated the need to work 

to support their families or earn incomes for themselves as the reason for not attending 

school. Another third cited cost of education as the reason. 

Table 5.5: Reasons why respondents could not achieve the level of education they desired 

Reasons Frequenq PeJo"nt 
ILow academic performance 9 9.5 

!Lack of financial Support 53 55.8 

!Lost interest in education 2 2.1 

[To work and take care of myself/siblings 44 24.4 

[0 learn a trade 1 1.1 

!Others 5 5.3 

1N0n response 2 2.1 

[rotal 116 100.0 

Source. Researcher s FIeld Data (June, 2006) 
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Responding to the reason why many parents are not able to pay for their children' school 

fees; the Sub-metro Director said that there is misplaced priority in the attitude of 

majority of parents as well as the youth. According him, in spite of the problems of 

poverty and unemployment and the fact some parents are not able to pay their children 

school fees, some of them get money to organize big social functions such as funerals, 

wedding, parties etc. 

ii. Place ofOrisin of Resoondents 

The study sought to find· out the region of origin or the migratory history of the 

respondents. The responses show that 43.9 percent of the respondents migrated from the 

three Northern regions, which are identified as the poorest regions in the country. Those 

from the Ashanti region constituted 10.3 percent while those from Central and Volta 

constituted 5.2 percent and 8.6 percent respectively (see Table 5.6). The region with the 

highest respondents in the sample was Greater Accra Region with 25.9 percent. Thus, it 

is evident that most of the urban youth found in Ashiedu Keteke are migrants from other 

parts of the country. 
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li!We 5.6· Distribution of Resoondentuy Region of Qrigin 

.. :';;;.: 

Upper East 20 17.2 

Northern 22 18.9 

Greater Accra 30 25.9 

Asbanti 12 10.3 

Volta 10 8.6 

Upper West 9 7.8 

Western 7 6.0 

Central 6 5.2 

BrongAhafo 4 3.4 

Eastern 2 1.7 

Total 116 100.0 

Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 

The responses obtained for reasons for migrating are depicted in figure 5.2. The figure 

shows that 39 of the respondents migrated with the reason of going to look for job while 

16 said they migrated with the aim of acquiring skills. Nineteen (19) of them also said 

they migrated to start or to further their education. (See Figure 5.2) 
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Table 5.6' Pistribution of Resoondentsby Region ofOrime 

N :. - IE----:.~·t' ,.:'" ",.', '::""""".' }' . ',':' , ';?":',<'; 

Upper East 20 17.2 

- 22 18.9 Northern 

Greater Accra 30 25.9 

Ashanti 12 1O~3 _. 
Volta 10 8.6 

Upper West 9 7.8 

Western 7 6.0 

Central 6 5,2 
.. 

BrongAhafo 4 3.4 

Eastern 2 1.7 

Total 116 100.0 

Researcher s FIeld Data (June, 2006) 

The responses obtained for reasons for migrating are depicted in figure 5.2. The figure 

shows that 39 of the respondents migrated with the reason of going to look for job while 

16 said they migrated with the aim of acquiring skills. Nineteen (19) of them also said 

they migrated to start or to further their education. (See Figure 5.2) 
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Fig. S.2: Reasons why respondents migrated 

To look for jab To ... rt or further To acquire 81dll8 Others Non response 
myUlC8llon 

Reason for migrating 

The study sought to find out from the respondents about their intentions to leave the place 

they were living in the future. It was realised that about 49 percent of them have 

intentions of leaving the place in the future, 9.5 percent have no intentions of leaving the 

place and 30.2 percent are undecided about the issue. Those who said they would want to 

leave the place indicated that they would leave in search of better job opportunities or to 

go and learn a trade. Others said they would leave to join their families, while nineteen 

said they would like to go and further their education. 

Asked further about how happy they were that they had moved to the present place, 50.9 

percent of the respondents said they were happy or very happy. Eighteen respondents 

(15.5 percent) indicated that they were unhappy while 3.4 percent said they are very 

unhappy, and 9.5 percent said they were indifferent. This result shows that despite all the 

challenges the youth are faced with at their current places, more than half of them are still 

happier than they were before migrating to the communities in which they live. 
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The satisfaction of the respondents about their current settlement places was cross­

tabulated with their intention to leave those plac:es and the result is shown in Table 5.7. It 

generally revealed that those who were happy at their places were more unlikely to leave 

as compared to those who were unhappy about their places. 

Table 5 7: Cross tabulation of how hap,py respondents are at the current place and their 
igtention to leave the place in the future 

Are you happy about the fact that you have moved to the 
Total J resent place? 

Very Happy Indifferent Unhappy Very 
happy unha~ 

Is it likely Very likely 
1 3 3 10 2 19 

that you Likely 1 8 6 5 - 20 

will leave Unlikely 2 - 1 - 3 

this place Very 6 10 - 1 - 17 
unlikely 

in future? Not sure 8 18 - 1 1 28 

Total 18 39 9 18 3 87 

, 
Researcher s Field Data (June, 2006) 

A total of 87 people out of the sample responded to these questions and 18 of them 

(20.7%) indicated that they very happy about the places that they were staying. Out of 

that. only 1 said it is very likely that helshe would leave the place in future, 2 of them 

said it was unlikely while 6 indicated that it was very unlikely. Another 18 respondents 

indicated that they were unhappy about their current places of settlement. Out of that, 10 

indicated that is it very likely that they will leave their places, 5 said it was likely and I 

person indicated that it was unlikely or very unlikely. 
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Respondents' satisfaction or happiness about their places of residence and their future 

intention to move out form those places was tested. The chi-square test of independence 

between the two variables gave a chi-square value of 51.022 with 16 degrees of freedom 

and an associated p-value of 0.000 (P< 0.01). Hence, it can be concluded at 1 percent 

level of significance that the two variables are not independent. From the table. it is quite 

clear that a greater proportion of those who are very happy at the present place indicated 

that it is very unlikely that they will leave the place in the future. 

It was also observed that the happiness of respondents in respect of their stay in the 

community depends on their levels of education. Those with higher levels of education 

are unhappy and expressed willingness to leave the communities. The two variables were 

cross-tabulated and statistically tested by means of chi-square. 

Table 5.8' Relationship between the Level of Education and willingness to Leave 

Level of Education 

No 
/Middle!JSS 

Secondary! Total 

Schooling 
Primary 

Tech.Noc 
Tertiary 

Very 
2 4 6 4 3 19 

Is it likely likely 

that you will Likely 3 2 3 8 16 

leave this Unlikely 15 10 7 3 35 

place in Very 

future 
15 4 4 2 25 

Unlikely 

Not sure 3 3 3 1 10 

Total 38 23 23 18 3 105 

Re searcher s FIeld Data (June, 2006) 
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The Researcher also 'sought to find out the assets ownership situation as well as 

expenditure patterns of respondents as further investigation into their poverty levels. The 

results indicated that very few of them have valuable assets like motorbike. Majority of 

the however own items like bed, mattresses, furniture and kitchen utensils. Even though 

these results do not indicate that they are rich. it shows that in spite of the fact that many 

of them are living under such a poor conditions, they are able to afford household 

durables like television, reftigerator, camera, etc. (See Table 5.9). 
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The responses obtained for reasons for migrating are depicted in figure 5.2. The. figure 

shows that 39 of the respondents migrated with the reason of going to look for job while 

16 said they mignited with the aim of acquiring skills. Nineteen (19) of them also said 

they migrated to start or to further their education. (See Figure 5.2) 
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Fig. 5.2: Reasons why respondents migrated 

To look fOr job ToalllrtorfUrther To ecqulreaIdIIa 0\t1e11l Non response 
my.clucallDn 

Reason for migrating 

The study sought to find out from the respondents about their intentions to leave the place 

they were living in the future. It was realised that about 49 percent of them have 

intentions of leaving the place in the future, 9.5 percent have no intentions of leaving the 

place and 30.2 percent are undecided about the issue. Those who said they would want to 

leave the place indicated that they would leave in search of better job opportunities or to 

go and learn a trade. Others said they would leave to join their families, while nineteen 

said they would like to go and further their education. 

Asked further about how happy they were that they had moved to the present place, 50.9 

percent of the respondents said they were happy or very happy. Eighteen respondents 

(15.5 pereent) indicated that they were unhappy while 3.4 percent said they are very 

unhappy, and 9.5 percent said they were indifferent. This result shows that despite all the 

challenges the youth are faced with at their current places, more than half of them are stilI 

happier than they were before migrating to the communities in which they live. 
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The satiafacIioIl of tile respondents about their eurrent settlement places was cross­

tabulated with their iDtention to 1eavethose places and the result is shown in Table 5.7. It 

generally revealed that those who were happy at their places were more unlikely to leave 

as compared to those who were unhappy about their places. 

Table 5.7: Cross tabufatjon of how happy respondents are at the current place and their 
intention to leave the piS in the future 

Are you happy about the fact that you have moved to the 
J resent place? Total 

Very Happy Indifferent Unhappy Very 
happy unhappy 

Is it likely Very likely 1 3 3 10 2 19 

that you Likely 1 8 6 5 - 20 

will leave Unlikely 2 - 1 - 3 

this place Very 6 10 - 1 - 17 
unlikely 

in future? Not sure 8 18 - 1 1 28 

Total 18 39 9 18 3 87 

Researcher's Fleld Data (June, 2006) 

A total of 87 people out of the sample responded to these questions and 18 of them 

(20.70.4) indicated that they very happy about the places that they were staying. Out of 

that, only 1 said it is very likely that he/she would leave the place in future, 2 of them 

said it was unlikely while 6 indicated that it was very unlikely. Another 18 respondents 

indicated that they were unhappy about their current places of settlement. Out of that, 10 

indicated that is it very likely that they will leave their places, 5 said it was likely and 1 

person indicated that it was unlikely or very unlikely. 
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Respondents' satisfaction or happiness about their places of residenCe ana IDGlT lY ... • .. 

intention to move out form those places was tested. The chi-square test of independence 

between the two variables gave a chi-square value of 51. 022 with 16 degrees of freedom 

and an associated p-vaJue of 0.000 (p< 0.01). Hence. it can be concluded at 1 percent 

level of significance that the two variables are not independent. From the table, it is quite 

clear that a greater proportion oftbose wbo are very happy at the present place indicated 

that it is very unlikely that they will leave the place in the future. 

It was also observed that the happiness of respondents in respect of their stay in the 

community depends on their levels of education. Those witb higher levels of education 

are unhappy and expressed willingness to leave the communities. Tbe two variables were 

cross-tabulated and statistically tested by means of chi-square. 

Table 5.S· Relationship between the Level of Education and willingness to Leave 

Level of Education 

No Secondary/ Total 
Primary Middle/JSS Tertiary 

Schooling Tech.Noc 

Very 
2 4 6 4 3 19 

Is it likely likely 

that you will Likely 3 2 3 8 16 

leave this Unlikely 15 10 7 3 35 

place in Very 

future 
15 4 4 2 25 

Unlikely 

Not sure 3 3 3 1 10 

Total 38 23 23 18 3 105 

Researcher s FIeld Data (June, 2006) 
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The chi-square tell of independence of the two variables here also save a chi-square 

value of 39.795 with 16 degrees of fteedom and an associated p-value of 0.001 (p < 

0.01). Hence. it can be concluded at 1 percent level of significance that the level of 

education is significantly associated with the desire to leave the place in the future. It can 

~so "" seen clearly from Table S.8 that those with little or no education are generally less 

_biliOUS to leave the place in the future as compared to their counterparts with 

secondary or tettiaty education. This conforms to the observations made by Kotey (2002) 

Essamuah and Tonah (2004) that people who are well-to-do and highly educated often 

chose to move out of deprived communities. 

iii. Expenditure Pattern of Respondents 

The study examined the expenditure patterns of the respondents particularly, their daily 

expenditure on items such as food, transportation, communication and medical expenses. 

This was intended to be used as proxy for their income levels as a measure of 

respondents' poverty levels since it is always difficult to get answers about people's 

incomes. The resp!ts revealed that 42 percent spent between ¢2,OOO and ¢5,OOO on the 

items or services mentioned above, 26 percent spend between ¢S,OOO and ¢8,OOO, and 18 

percent spend ¢8,OOO - ¢10,OOO. The study revealed that those who spend above ¢IS,OOO 

are only 6 percent (See fig S.4). On the basis of the international poverty line of one 

dollar (expenditure per day per person) adopted for this study, (about ¢9,300 in Forex 

Bureau rate at the time of the survey), it can be said that majority of the respondents (68 

of them or SSOA.) are poor since their daily expenditures are below 1 USS. 
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The Researcher also 'sought to find out the assets ownership situation as well as 

expenditure patterns of respondents as further investigation into their poverty levels. The 

results indicated that very few of them have valuable assets like motorbike. Majority of 

the however own items like bed, mattresses, furniture and kitchen utensils. Even though 

these results do not indicate that they are rich, it shows that in spite of the fact that many 

of them are living under such a poor conditions, they are able to afford household 

durables like television, remgerator, camera, etc. (See Table 5.9). 
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5.9 "W1' Ownership 

Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 

Fig 5,4 Type of Housing 

Further enquiry was made into the poverty levels of respondents with respect to their 

housing situations. The results indicate tbat a majority of them (65%) are living in 

compound houses. Twenty nine (29) percent live in kiosks, container or shops while only 
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3 percent live in self-contained hoses (See Fig. 5.5). This aJ!O shows that youth in the 

poor urban colDOBlDities face houIins problems. 

The Researcher during his investigation paid a visit to Old Fadama (Sodom and 

Gomorrah) to ascertain the housing and other problems that the settlers face. It was 

realized that the residents have been completely neglected and they are living in a very 

deplorable siw.uons. During the interview, a community leader and Director of 

Homeless ~on of the Urban Poor explained that the Accra Metropolitan 

Assembly (AMA) has declared the place an illegal settlement and they had even been 

issued an eviction notice. That is why they do not have access to so many public services 

like toilet and sanitation facilities. 

iv Access to PubHc Services 

One way poverty is measured is the use of basic needs, which according to Mitlin (2004) 

is a composite index tbat includes access to basic services such as health, education, 

potable water among others. The basic needs-based measure uses distant to a facility to 

~ermine access because it is generally believed tbat proximity is equivalent to access 

(Mitlin, 2004). AJ:cording to Mitlin, in Ghana, a distance of less than 30 minutes walk 

away is taken to mean access to services without considering the actual use of those 

services. It should however be noted that one m~ior factor that deter many urban poor 

from the use of public services is cost, which is not affordable to many people. The study 

therefore examined the respondents' access to health, water, electricity and toilet 

facilities as well as their ability to afford them as a way of assessing their levels of 

poverty. 
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two kilometers, JVbich indicate that most of them did not have problem in acceaaing 

health care according to the Ghana's standard ofbask: needs measure (See Table 5.11). 

Table 5.11: Closensp of Respondents to Health Facilities 

Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 

However, when further question was asked about the type of health care that they are able 

to afford and as such patronise, most of them said they do self medication by either 

buying drug from phannaceutica1 shops. or unauthorized drug sellers or use herbal 

treatment. And the reason many of them gave was that it is cheaper and affordable. 

Others also indicated that they resort to self-medication and herbal treatment because 

even though the health facilities are not far from their residential places, onc could waste 

a whole day in a hospital because the health facilities are not enough given the growing 

population in the Ashiedu Keteke sub-metro . 

• :. Sources of Water 

Respondents' access to potable water was also investigated, and the result is presented in 

Table 5.12 revealed that majority of them constituting 51.7 percent have access to 
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portable water. 48.3 percent however. indicated that thtIy do not have IICC8II to portable 

water. 

Table 5.12 Resoondents' Acces~ to Pine:Bome Water 

Researcher's 

.. Electricity 

Respondents' access to electricity was also investigated, and this is summarized in Table 

S.13. The results show that a majority of respondents (92.2%) have access to electricity 

while 7.9 percent said they did not have access to it. 

Table 5.13: ~nde.;tts' .Access to Electricity 
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Fig 5 5 Respondents' Access to Sewerage Facility 

I 

The SW'Vey also sought to find out about respondents' access to sewerage facilities. and 

this is presented by Fig 5.6. The results revealed that greater number of them (73%) use 

the bucket type. Twenty one (21) percent have access to the flush type while 9 percent 

use pit latrine. The rest (13%) percent indicated that they use other types. It could be 

assumed that they constitute the people who use what is popularly known as "free range" 

because of their inability to pay. In his visit to the community, the Researcher was 

amazed to see how people openly ease themselves into the Korle Lagoon and along the 

sea in broad daylight This poses a serious health hazard for the residents. 
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Table S 14 Pmjflptiqr t m NWIfiY atJ!lciHties tbr the UrhIn Poor 
Oi! 

«c,~:,:,«,~,' ~~:,~~!;t£:, '~" :'~':f:4~~;;~~:~~m ; ,::~~'~n7:~ , ':~; ~ 
.... ~ ~ \ 

62 ShelterIHousing 5 4 

Educational &cilities 69 47 

Health Services 71 45 

Water 106 10 

Electricity supply 100 16 

Sewerage facilities 20 96 

Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 

The survey also sought to find out from the respondents whether in their opinion, the 

tacilities they had in their communities were adequate and the result is presented in Table 

5.14. The results indicated that majority of the respondents were not satisfied with 

facilities like housing (62 as against 54), and Sewerage (96 as against 20). Respondents 

were however _isfied with other facilities such as education (69 as against 47), health 

(71 as against 45), water (106 as against 10) and electricity (100 as against 16 

respondents). 

5.1.4 Employment Opportunities of the Respondents 

The survey sought to find out the employment opportunities of respondents, and whether 

respondents had acquired any additional training or skills apart from formal educat'on. 

The results revealed that majority of them constituting 55.2 percent have not acquired any 

additional skills after they were unable to continue their education, 39.7 however 

,ndicated that t}ley had acquired additional ski11 (See Table 5.15). 
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f" 
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Yes 46 397 

:-:;-
No 64 55.2 

No responses 6 5.1 

t-.taI 116 100.0 

Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 

Table 5.16 also shows the type of skills that have been acquired by respondents. The 

results revealed that majority of them have acquired skills in carpentry, masonry and hair­

dressing (17.4 percent in each category). This is followed by seamstress (13%), painting 

and fitting (6.5%) and steel work (2.2%). 19.6 percent also indicated that they had 

acquired additional skills in other areas such as electrical works, shoe making and leather 

w~k, soap &pakins, watch repair among others. 

Table 5.16 Types of Additional Skills Acouired by respondents 

Researcher's 
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Data on why respondents are not utilizing the skills acquired is summarized in Table 

5.17. The results show that out of the total number of 46 respondents who indicated that 

they had acquired additional skills after school, 20 of them (43.4 percent) are not using 

the skills because they lacked capital to set up a business. Some of them (15.2%) 

believed that there was no prospects in the skills they had acquired, and 21.8 percent 

cited IGk of credit facility as the reason why they could not utilized their skills. Others 

(8.8%) were with the intention of mobilizing funds to set up their businesses later while 

4.3 percent elqJI'essed more interest in buying and selling. 

518 Respondents' Perception about Job Opportunities 
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~' ~ were ~ sought about how they ptmSive the job market in 

I'dation to tl1emIelves. and tbis is summarized in Table 5.18. MaVority of them (50%) 

indicated tbat the job market was bed, while 20.7 percent said it was very bad. Others 

(22.4%) said they did not know. 

Some people hold a strons view that the relocation of the old harbour has greatly 

contributed to the low employment opportunities in the sub-metro. This was. confirmed 

the key informants who indicated that the relocation oftbe barbour to Tema is one major 

reason tbat has deprived youns people of job opportunities. In their view, there may be 

good reasons why the harbour was relocated, but if it had been left there, at least some of 

theJn could have got jobs in many of the activities that could take place in and arolJDd 

barbour. It coql4 also have created brisk commercial activities for a lot young boys and 

girls to get sometl'ting to do. 

Table 5.19: Respondents' Employment History in the Formal Sector 

Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 

The ~es respondents' have had to work in the formal sector are also 

summarized in Table 5.19 above. Majority of them constituting 88 percent have not got 

any chance of workins in the formal sector before. Few of them (12 0/0) indicated that 

they have bad few years' work experience in the fonnal sector. 
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The views of the key informants were also sought on the efforts and policies that the sub­

metro, Aecra Metropolitan Assembly (AMA) or government have put in place to tackle 

unemployment among the youth. The Secretary of the Jamestown Canoe Fishermen 

Association said that they have heard of the government youth employment programme 

but no one bas met either the community leaders or the youth to discuss or educate them 

on it. He was not also sure whether the youth were involved in the planning of the 

programme. This confirmed the view that the wban poor are in most cases not allowed 

to participate in policies and programs that affect them (Hossain, 2005). He suggested 

foDowing as measures to reduce poverty and'unemployment in the sub-metro: 

• Provision of housing and improvement of deteriorating facilities. 

• Provision and employable skills and provision of jobs to the youth. 

• Award of scholarship to needy students to enable them to go school. 

• Provision of credit facilities to parents to enable them earn enough incomes to 

look after their children in school. 

On his part, the Sub-metro Director said that the Sub-metro is embarking on programme 

to reduce unemployment in the area. He indicated that Government Youth Employment 

Programme targets the youth and it is intended to offer jobs to them. The modules 

according to him include: 

• Youth in Sanitation 

• Youth in agro-business 

• Youth in lCT (Not started yet) 

• Youth in Auxiliary Health Services 

• Youth in Community Policing 
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The Regional Director of the Department of Cottage Industries (Rural Housing) also 

emphasized that the Department has selected the Ashiedu Keteke sub-metro to benefit 

from its skills training programme in the areas of carpentry, masonry, painting and 

entrepreneurial skills development including production of concrete tiles, roofing tiles 

and compressed earth blocks. According to her, the skill training will ennoble the youth 

fit into the government youth employment programme. As to whether the youth were 

involved in the design of these programmes, the sub-metro Director was emphatic that 

they were not involved. According to him, the programme planners determined the 

appropriate modules, and the youth are just supposed to chose on the basis of their 

interests and capability. 

5.1.4 Livelihood Coping Strategies of Respondents 

One of the main areas that the survey sought to investigate is the coping strategies that 

the youth in the urban poor communities have adopted to cope with poverty and 

joblessness, and a number of questions were asked to investigate that. Responding to 

what they do to survive as a way of coping with their deprived conditions, majority of 

them (49.1%) indicated that they do any kind of work that can bring them money to 

enable them survive. Nineteen (19) percent also indicated that they were still living with 

their parents even t~ugh. the subsequent question provided by some of them revealed 

that they woul4 want to be independent if they could find jobs to do. Some of them 

(14.7%) have also engaged themselves in long-term apprenticeship as way of saving 

themselves from idleness but with the hope of setting up their own businesses as soon as 

they get money to do so. Also 6.9 percent indicated that even though they were no longer 

living with their parents, they sometimes receive remittances from them. (See Table S.20) 
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Table 5.20: Respondents' Sources ofLivelibood 

Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 

Fig 5.6: Perception about Adequacy of Support from ParentslRelatives 

When asked about the adequacy of financial support from they receive from parents and 

relatives, majority of them constituting 71 percent said that what they receive is not 

adequate. 29 percent however indicated what they get adequate. (See Fig 5.6) 

Table 5.21 Participation in lnfonnal Sector Activities 

Source: Researcher's Field Data (June, 2006) 
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The survey also sought to find out whether respondents participate in any kind of 

informal sector activities, and this is summarized in Table 5.21. Majority of them 

constituting 69.8 answered in affirmative, while 30.2 percent indicated that they did not 

participate in any kind of infonnal sector activities. Further questions was asked to find 

out the nature of the activities respondents were engaged in and the results reveled that 

they were mainly ensaged in petty trading (36.2%), "kayayee" (25.5%), street hawking 

(12.8%) and truck pushing (10.6%). 

The survey investigated the amount of money respondents are able to earn in a day from 

their economic activities and this is summarized in Table 5.23. The results revealed that 

about 44 percent of the respondents are able to raise daily incomes of more than 1 US$ a 

day. About 56 percent do not get one dollar a day. By World Bank standard, it can be 

concluded that majority of the respondents in the survey who are involved in informal 

sector economic activities are not able to raise the minimum daily income of 1 USS. It 

must also be stressed that due to the high cost of living in urban poor communities, even 

those who are able to raise one dollar or more a day still find cost of living unbearable 

because residents in those communities end up paying higher prices for their basic needs, 

which quickly reduce their earnings (Mitlin, 2004). Essamuah and Tonah (2004) also 

observed that the most pressing challenge of most urban households, especially those 

living in poor communities is how to earn adequate income that can enable them meet 

their basic needs like food, clothing, rent and pay for other services such as education and 

health. 
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Some studies have shown that some of the unemployed youth in the urban poor 

~nities use immoral or illegal means to survive under the harsh urban conditions. 

The study therefore sought to find out whether some of the respondents had ever been 

suspected, implicated or arrested for any crime Majority of them (79.39%) said they had 

never been impli<:ated or arrested for any crime. However, 10.3 percent said they had 

been implicated or arrested before. When probed further to find out the type of crimes 

which brought about their arrests or suspicions, they mentioned crimes or cases such as 

theft, assault, fighting, flouting of Accra Metropolitan Assembly's regulation ban,nng 

street hawking among others (See Table 5.23). Pellow and Chazan (1986) refer to this 

practice as the "heat-the-system" strategy, which involves the use of immoral or illegal 

means to survive 
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The importance of social networking in coping with urban life cannot be overemphasized 

since it works like 'social capital (Hossain, 2005). Urban poor especially migrants 

therefore maintain 'blood' networks as well as other networks based on ethnicity, 

religious affiliation, clan, hometown, classmates, or occupational/professional affiliations 

(Essarnuah and Tonah (2004). Memberships of these network groups are based on 

common interest and affiliations, and they are basically formed to provide financial and 

social support to their members. 

The surveys revealed that majority of the urban youth depend on social network group as 

a means of getting additional livelihood support. Thus 66.4 percent said they belong to 

some associations while 25 percent indicated said that they do not belong to any social 

network group. Among the migrants especially, these network groups have become social 

capital in the context of migration to the city, which provide initial assistance in terms of 

provision of accommodation and adaptation to urban life. Example of network groups 

found among the migrants included Gonja Youth Association, Sisala Youth, which are 

based on tribes. Others like Moslem Youth Association found in Agbogbloshie is based 

on faith in Islam, and Scraped Dealers Association found in Atupai (Old Fadama) is 

purely motivated by economic interest. Some of them have also become like Community-
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~ Qtpaizatlda or pressure 8fUUPS that protect the interest of -its disadvantaged 

memben. Art example is the Ghana Homeless Association for the Urban Poor also found 

in Old Fadama. This group, which was set up as a result of the eviction threat issued 

against the residents of Old Fadama (Sodom and Gomorrah) has over two hundred 

members, even though some of them are not very active. Among the indigenous people, 

most of these network groups were for recreational purpose. 

Table 5.24 Membership in Social Network GrouP 

~5: The Times Network Associations Meet 

Further enquiry was made about the number of times that members of this network 

groups meet, and it was revealed that most of them meet once a week or once in every 

two weeks., usually on Sunday afternoons (see Table 5.25). Further investigation also 

revealed that members make monthly contributions, which serve as the main source of 
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income. Among the rni8J1U1b for instance. it was found out that when a member loses a 

parents. they make additional contribution and present to the bereaved person to enable 

him or her attend the funeral. They also receive religious and moral teachings and 

counselling from their leaders. The leaders of these associations also serve as parents who 

help to resolve conflicts and problems among themselves. Some of them got places to 

stay through the help of these associations. especially when they first arrived. Others 

have also been assisted to get involved in economic activities through these network 

groups. 

Responding to the Question of the coping strategies that the youth have adopted to 

survive, the Secretary of the Canoe fishermen Association indicated that some of the 

youth are involved in informal activities to eam a living. Some of them also depend on 

their family members and friends for especially food. shelter and clothing even though 

majority of them have reached the ages that they are supposed to be working and fending 

for themselves. He ~so indicated that some of the youth have constituted themselves 

into political social and economic network groups with the aim of helping themselves and 

also for recreational purposes. Other purposes for these network groups according to him 

include helping themselves during funeral, wedding and outdooring. According to him, 

the James Town Canoe Fishermen Association, which has a lot of young members, is one 

association that was established to provide support for members and also solicit support 

from government and other donor organizations to improve their lives. He however 

indicated that they do not get enough support like credit facilities and equipment to 

improve their fishing industry. He further indicated that some of these network groups 
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have become Community-Based Orpaizations (CBOs) that try most often to get 

IIIIistance from govenunent and donor agencies. 

The sub-metro Director also indicated that high rates of poverty and unemployment have 

brought about communal living among the people in the sub-metro. He confirmed that 

some of the youth depend on their parents and friends for survival. He also confirmed 

that some of the youth, both indigenous and migrants belong to network groups such as 

fun clubs, ethnic (or hometown) associations, political associations as well as CBOs. 

l1xamples among the migrant youth include Gonja Youth Association, Sisala You~h 

Association and Ghana Homeless Association for the Urban Poor. According to him, the 

youth get themselves into these associations to support one another when any .of ~hem is 

in need. 
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CBAPTERSIX 

DISCUSSIONS. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDA nONS 

6.0 IIltrodudioa 

The main purpose of this chapter is to discuss the augor findings of the study, draw 

conclusion and make recommendations. 

6.1 Poverty Profile of Asbiedu Keteke aDd its Effect on tbe Youtb 

The study shows that from oral tradition, historical research as weD as interviews, 

Ashiedu Keteke found in the Central Business District of Accra was once a prosperous 

area in Accra. Due to its strategic location along the coast, residents were among the first 

privileged people to benefit from the Atlantic trade. The fishing industry in the area, the 

presence of the Old Harbour as well as many multi-national companies created 

employment opportunities for the indigenous people. This also made the area very 

attractive to many migrants from allover the country. The area has therefore become one 

of the densely populated areas in Accra. 

According to the Kotey (2002) the economy of the area started to decline after the 

relocation of the harbour as well as the multinational companies. This was also 

confirmed by the key infonnants interviewed. Seasonal nature of fishing, the main 

occupation of the people, depletion of fish due to the excessive use of heavy trawlers and 

overpopulation have all contributed to the poverty situation in the area. What has 

worsened the plight of many of the residents in the sub-metro is the Structural 

Adjustment Programme, which brought about retrenchment, cost sharing among other 

tbinga. 
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Due to poverty. high incidence of unemployment and the fact that many parents are not 

able to raise enough mc.ome to look after their children. many children drop out of school 

early to take part in money-making activities. Also, because the area is found in the ml$in 

commercial area in Accra, where many 'low cost' poor communities are found, many 

migrant youth are also attracted to the area more than any part of Accra. The study 

therefore eumiQes how the youth have been affected by the poverty and unemployment 

sijuation, and the coping strategies they use in order to survive. 

• Education 

The study revealed that most of the respondents have not had enough education and that 

bas reflected on their livelihood and their employment opportunities. Most of them did 

not go to school at all or dropped out school after primary school. The study also shows 

that people who obtain higher level of education leave Ashiedu Keteke and settle in other 

suburbs of Accra. 
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• Jpcmge in 19f9nnII Sector BcqDomic Activities amon' the )'outb 

The 8bUly showed that majority of the respondents (both indigenous youth as weU as 

migrants) who have dropped out of school and have got themselves involved in activities 

in the informal sector. This according to Yeboah and Waters (1997) is referred to as 

"6Irategy of porticipatim,''; . a situation whereby young people have to work in the 

infonnaJ sector to supplement household incomes. The main reason for this is the low 

level of education and training, which make it difficult for them to compete in the job 

market. Activities that they mostly find themselves in include street vending, PettY trade, 

truck pushing and others. Some of the respondents entered into informal activities with 

the intention of raising money to start a better business later or learn a trade, but they 

have endCKi up staying in for a very long time. It was also revealed from the study that 

youth with little or no qualification easily find something to do in the informal activities 

than those with relatively higher education (Table 5.4). Some of them have acquired 

skills, which could have enabled them to be self-employed. but lack of capital has made it 

difficult for them to set 'up their businesses. They therefore engage ill long-term 

apprenticeship, which is a waste of their productive years. In spite of their involvement in 

the informal sector activities, the most daunting challenge for most of them is how to 

raise enough income to meet the ever increasing daily expenditures on basic needs such 

as food, shelter, clothing and pay for other necessities such as transpo~tion, health care 

etc. 

Ashiedu Keteke serves as an attractive place for many migrant youth who had migrated 

mostly from the four most deprived regions in Ghana namely Upper West, Upper East, 

Nortbem and Central Regions. Of course others also migrated from the other regions 
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including Ashanti. Volta. Brong Ahafo. Eastern and western regions. This is partly 

because of the vibrant informal commercial activities that take place in most parts of the 

area. It is also because of so many low cost areas (slums), which are affordable to them. 

Some of the youth migrate to these places at tender ages and start life without parental 

guidance, which is not good for their social and personal dcwelopments because at those 

tender ages they lack the ability to make good life choices and therefore are predisposed 

to so many risky lifestyles. 

Escaping from the economic deprivation of their places of origin to acquire wealth has 

been the main reason behind the migration of many young people who were interviewed. 

This is also common among many ambitious young people in Ghana. However, they 

have not been able to achieve that as evidence in the study showed that many of them 

struggle to survive. They are living live of drudgery full of disappointment and 

frustration. In spite of this, urban centres continue to attract many young people as 

majority of them were very happy or happy that they were living in the city because 

according to them, the situation they were living in was far better than what they left back 

at home. 

• EXPenditure Pattern and Assets Ownership 

The urban poor mostly spend their earnings to fulfil their basic needs especially for food, 

clothing, transport and shelter. Even on these, they are not able to raise enough money to 

meet them all. The daily expenditure of a large proportion of them is less than ten 

thousand cedis (¢lO,OOO). In spite of this the assets ownership of the respondents 

revealed that some of them have been able to acquire few household durables like fridge, 
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television. electric iroD md fan among others. But they have not been able to acquire 

durable auets 6ke I8Dd. houses and vebicle. 

What may seem to be a paradox in this study is the difference between what the 

respondents reported as their income or expenditure levels (which indicate that they are 

poor) and their asset ownership. It is probably that some of them refused to report 

correctly about their income levels or inflated the things they hold as assets as a sign of 

prestige. The Researcher's own visits to the communities as well as further investigations 

revealed that even though some of them, under such poor environments, have acquired 

few household items such as TV, electric fans, irons and mdges. Most of them are living 

in deplorable and highly congested conditions. Most of the items that they had purchased 

were used ones, which are very cheap in the market, and they are not things that portray 

well-being or Wealth. 

• Meeting Housing Needs and Accessing Public Services 

It was also revealed trom the study that majority of them especially the indigenous people 

are living in compound houses with occupants ranging from 6-20 people. Majority of the 

tnigrant youth were living in kiosks, shacks, and containers and some of them even sleep 

in front of shops. Because urban poor have no or little access to land some of them build 

their houses on vacant private and government lands as well as land that belong to 

institutions and therefore becoming squatters in the city. Their housing situations become 

very bad dQring the rainy season. Due to the non-pennanent nature of their houses, 

especially ~ the migrants, they are constructed with low cost housing materials like 

wood. bamboo, polythene materials etc and electrical cables are not properly done, which 
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sometime lead to fire outbreak. Also because of over population in the areas and pressure 

on housing facilities, the urban poor pay higher rates for housing. electricity, water and 

toilet facilities. Those who are oot able to afford high tariffs engage in illegal 

connections to their homes, 

10 terms of proximity to public services (which has always been assumed as equivalent to 

access) the residents in the sub-metro have access to electricity, water and health. The 

study revealed that toilet facilities, which are provided by private operators for instance, 

were found to be woefully inadequate and sanitation was poorly maintained. Residents, 

especially those living along the coast and the Korle Lagoon openly defecate into the sea 

and the Lagoon causing serious health hazards to the residents in the sub-metro. The 

main reason is that very few household have toilet facilities and the private operators 

charge ¢2,OOO - ¢3,OOO per visit. Residents have access to water but they experience 

irregular supply sometimes. Some of residents especially those living in the slums 

engage in illegal connection of electricity. Some of them also do not have their own 

electric meters and get their electric supply though agents who charge them exorbitant 

tariffs. 

6.2 Unemployment among the Youth 

High rates of youth unemployment are observed throughout the world, and in Ghana, it is 

one of the most serious challenge facing the youth. The contributory factors include high 

rate of population growth and the growth of labour force, rural-urban migration, lack of 

skills, 
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The extent and characteristics of urban unemployment among the youth obYioualy 

constituted an important aspect of the study. In the study, the 'unemployed include 

persons who are willing to work but do not have work to do and had sought employment 

through employment exchanges, mends and relatives. 

The study showed that the severe unemployment and the desire to get job have forced 

some of the young people to migrate to the city in search of job. Majority of the 

indigenous youth sample for the study who dropped out of school also did so in order to 

get job to do to supplement households' incomes or provide for themselves. Both the 

indigenous and migrant young job seekers, especially the educated ones initially have 

high aspirations of getting jobs that can help them raise enough money to supplement 

family incomes or for themselves. But after a period of time, when they are unable to get 

the type of jobs they want, they adapt to the nature of the labour market faced by them 

and adjust their aspirations and work preferences. Those who continue to receive family 

support are however able to prolong their job search. Some also remain in long period of 

apprenticeship because of lack of capital to set up their own workshops. 

In the case of youth with low-level education, they are always ready to settle for any 

types of activities that can earn them income such as truck pushing, street hawking and 

petty trading etc. Therefore the youth with no or lower levels of education easily find 

activities in the informal sector to do while those with higher level of education spend 

long time looking for jobs rending them unemployed most of the time (see Table5.4). 
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6.3 Tbe RelatioDlbip betweeD Poverty ud UDemploymeDt 

From the literature it was identified that the relationship between poverty and 

unemployment is not clear-cut, and there seem to absence of the empirical evidence that 

link the two variables. Thus there is no direct positive or negative relationship between 

poverty and unemployment. There are some people who are employed but are poor, i.e. 

when the annua1 income fall below what is accepted as national or international minimum 

threshold. This is the situation many urban poor find themselves in many African 

countries where social welfare system is poor. Even though many urban poor find work 

in the informal sect~r, they are not able to raise enough incomes to meet their basic 

needs, and the unemployed are not given any compensation There are others who are 

not employed but are not poor, and this happens in situations where they receive 

government unemployment compensation or social welfare benefits. In Ghana like many 

other countries, there is nothing like unemployment compensation or social welfare a 

benefit for the unemployed or the poor. Therefore the unemployed youth are left alone 

without any support from the government. 

This study could not establish any empirical link between the two variables, and this is 

the area that needs to be explored further. The study could not also bring out clearly the 

empirical evidence on the social costs of unemployment including its impact on the 

health and psychological wellbeing of those affected by it as well as the consequent 

increase in crime rates that often accompany unemployment among the youth, especially 

in the urban areas. The study basically focused on the livelihood strategies that the 

unemployed youth employ to survive in the phase of joblessness or inability to raise 

enough incomes from the non-formal sector activities to meet their basic needs and the 
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absence of unemployment compensation. Other stUdies. however, have shown the 

debilitating effects of unemployment on those affected. A study by Norman Feather for 

instance captures it this way: 

" ... the research supports the conclusion that other variables that relates to quality of life and the categories 

of experience that are available ~ the unemployed are also important influences on wellbeing. Thus, both 

economic variables and psychological variables have to be taken into account .... Life satisfaction depends 

OD a quality of life that involves more than financial considerations. Happiness and psychological wellbeing 

also depend OD opportunities to satisfY basic needs and values within environments that enable individuals 

to develop short-lenn and long-tenn goal structures that give meaning and purpose to daily activity" 

(Feather. 1997, )).42 and 44). 

Other contributions have identified various effects of unemployment on community life 

(Bryson and Winter, 2002), on health (Taylor and Morrel, 2002), on psychological 

wellbeing (Headey, 2002), on patterns of criminal activities (Weatherbum, 2002), on 

further constrain on public expenditure (Brenner, 1979), and how it contributes adversely 

to deprivation and social exclusion (Hunter and Taylor). None of them have concluded 

that unemployment is synonymous with poverty. That does not also imply that the effect 

of unemployment on an individual is anything less serious. Whether those affected 

receive compensation or not, unemployment implies dependency which tend to reduce 

the economic gains that any country can achieve. And youth unemployment and its 

possible repercussion come at a price to the economy, to society and to the individual. 

6.4 Livelihood Coping Strategies 

The livelihood strategies of the youth surveyed reveal~ a number of means the youth 

have adopted to survive under difficult conditions, and it depends on factors like the level 

of education and training,. interest and membership in social network group and their 
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abilities to solicit support from parents and relations. The main livelihood strategies used 

by respondents are as follows: 

• Assistance from Relations and Maintaining Rural Ties 

The survey revealed that family support plays a very important role in the survival of the 

youth in the urban poor communities. The urban poor migrant youth migrated from 

different rural districts to the cities due to 'push' and 'pull' factors. Even though many of 

them are older, they continue to receive support from their parents and relatives and as a 

result continue to maintain ties with their family members. Some of the indigenous youth 

are stiJ1 staying with their parents while the migrant youth continue to receive remittances 

from the parents. 

• Participation in Informal Sector Activities 

The SUlVeyS showed that majority of urban youth obtain their source of livelihood 

through their participation in intormal sector activities by working day and night. The 

main reasons include the low level of education that most of them have attained. Many 

of them are therefore involved in petty trading, street hawking, "kayayee", and shoeshine 

among others. Some also do not have any specific daily activity, but move from one 

activity to the other and do anything they find. Some of them get involved in the 

informal sector with the intention of raising income to learn a trade or do a better 

business later on. But studies have shown that many of them stay in it for a very long 

time. 
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Even tbouah they .. IIlODIJ out of the inftHmaI activities, the most serious challenge is 

how to raise enough income to meet the numerous expenditures such as market tolls. 

toiJetIurinai fees. bathing fees. electricity and water bills as well as transport fares, which 

keep on aoin8 up every passing day. Some of them also use illegal and immoral means 

Sl1Ch as theft (antong the males) and prostitution or cohabitation (among females) in order 

to survive. 

• Membership in Social Network Groups 

Due to the fact that most of the people in the poor communities are migrants, there are a 

lot of social network groups in these areas. Most of these groups are established on the 

basis of erhnicity, clan, towns, age or religious affiliations, and they are formed to 

provide some forms of support to their members including financial support. They also 

provide support during funeral, wedding, outdooring, and other social events. Basically, 

membership to these associations are opened to all interested people and once a person 

bclcomes a member, there are responsibilities like attendance to meeting regularly, 

payment of monthly dues. and participation in all events and activities. 

The study revealed that there are a lot of such groups in the Agbogbloshie, Salaha and 

Jamestown communities. The survey results shows that majority of the respondents are 

members of these associations. Concerning their membership, 64.4 percent said they 

belong to one or more network groups. while 25 percent said they do not belong to any 

network group (See Table 5.21). One major benefit that members get from these network 

groups is financial support. Apart from that, the network groups provide counselling, 

leadership .. .,aeation to the members. 
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Evidence in the study also showed that few respondents were involved in petty crimes 

such as theft, assauh, fighting, what PelloW and Chazan (1986) refer to as the "beat-the­

system" strategy, which involves the use of immoral or illegal means to survive. Even 

though few respondents were found to be involved in this practice, it is still a very serious 

problem because other young people can learn from them. This can further develop into 

organized crimes such as arm robbery and can pose serious threat to society. It can also 

lead some of them to jail and jeopardize their lives. 

6.S Community Participation 

According to Hossain (2005), social networking based on place of origin, ethnicity and 

religion are some of the main characteristics of the urban poor. They also rely on 

community-based organizations to advance their course. In most cases they do not rely on 

the law enforcement agencies to solve their problem but rather their organized or network 

groups. Moreover. the poor are often left out in decision-making process, even decision 

that concern them like housing, job creation or poverty reduction programmes that are 

designed for them (Hossain, 2005). It was revealed in the study that even though the 

government through the Sub-metro has initiated the youth employment programme, there 

was no evidence to show that they were involved in the design of the various modules, 

and the implementation is also being done by the technocrats. The youth are only 

targeted as beneficiaries of programme that they do not know much about. 

6.6 Conclusion 

This study has examined poverty profile of Ashiedu Keteke and how it affects the lives of 

the youth in the Sub-metro. The study also examined their unemployment problems and 
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coping strategies. Once a vibrant commercial suburb of Accra, Ashiedu Keteke started to 

decline after the relocation of harbour and multinational companies that could have 

become the source of employm~t for the· youth and weahh for the area. The rapid 

population growth of the area was not accompanied by expansion of the infrastructure. 

The Structural Adjustment Programme that affected many urban poor households had 

great impact on the residents of the sub-metro. The above factors together with the 

declining fishing industry explain why the sub-metro remains one of the poor suburbs of 

the metropolis. The indigenous youth have been aftected by this situation in many ways. 

Lack of parental support in education has affected school enrolment and academic 

performance. Many children drop out of school because their parents are not able to 

afford high cost of education. Thus the indigenous poor households cope with urban 

poverty by withdrawing their children and putting them into workforce, through petty 

trading, living in low cost areas, 

Rural-urban drift has worsened the unemployment situation in the in the sub-metro. The 

youth migrate to the cities due to 'push and pull factors'. They are pushed out of the rural 

areas because the rural areas are under-developed and there are no jobs. They are pulled 

by the development taking place in the cities where they expect to get better job 

opportunities. 

Numerous commercial activities in the sub-metro attract a lot of them. Many of them 

move to the city in anticipation fmding jobs. But in most cases, they fail to secure a 

sustainable livelihood and end up in the informal sector activities, where they find it 

difficult to raise enough income to meet their basic needs and high cost of living in the 
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city. They therefore become wlnerable in terms of their physical and social capital. They 

experience problem with shelter and many of them live in illegal settlements and slums 

where they live in constant threat of eviction. They therefore develop several survival 

strategies to be able to cope with their new environments. Majority of them take part in 

the informal activities including street hawking, petty trading truck pushing, shoeshine 

and "kayayee". Some also get involve illegal and immoral activities such as theft (in the 

case of males) and prostitution (in the case of the females). Multiple memberships in 

social network groups is another strategy that most urban poor, indigenous and migrants 

apply to cope with poverty because they serve as 'social capital' that meet several needs 

including financial support, leadership and recreation. 

6.7 Rec:ommendations. 

Based upon the findings from the study, the Researcher offers the following 

recommendations: 

• The study confirms that Ashiedu Keteke is one of the deprived areas in the 

metropolis. But it should not be so at all. The sub-metro abounds in commercial, 

tourism and sport (boxing) potentials, and this need to be developed in order to revive 

the area. The area has produced all the best boxing talents the country has ever had. 

Currently, there are two private Boxing Gems, which can be expanded and improved 

through financial assistance to the owners or involvement of Gbana Boxing Authority 

to unearth more boxing talents. The beach can also be developed to revive tourism in 

the area. There are a lot of old and dilapidated buildings, which can be renovated. 

The families who own these buildings should enter into agreement with prospective 

developers who can develop and share it with them. Accra Metropolitan Authority 
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migrating to the urban areas in search of job. The government' Youth Employment 

Programme is another laudable initiative. It should therefore be well pursued and 

cover every part of the country and not only urban areas so that the rural·urban 

migration will be reduced. Government should also ensure that those in charge would 

not recruit only their family members and favourites. It should not also be based on 

political affiliation. 

• There is also a need for emergency programme for resettlement of residents in the 

urban poor communities. Housing improvement should also be integral part of this 

programme. A visit by this Researcher to Old Fadama (Sodom and Gomorrah) 

revealed to him the nature of deplorable situation that the residents are living in. 

Because it is an illegal settlement, the residents do not construct proper structures for 

fear that they can be evicted at any time. For that reason, they live in kiosks and 

shacks and electric wires are lifted on tiny sticks. The structures are also constructed 

anyhow, and in case of any disaster, rescue effort will just be impossible. There are 

no proper toilets and sanitation is very bad to say the least. 

• The study further revealed that rural-urban migration and lack of job opportunities in 

the urban areas add to the incidence of urban unemployment. Rural development 

programmes should be reinvigorated to reduce the serious unemployment problem 

being created as a result of rural-urban migration. The government should also 

develop, modernize and mechanize agriculture and make it attractive to the youth. 

Modem agriculture practices like irrigation and the use of equipment should be 

embarked upon so the youth, both educated and uneducated will be interested to go 
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should initiate a programme (like .. Ashiedu Keteke Economic Restoration 

Programme") that will bring it to the attention of the families and force them enter 

into agreement with private developers. This can bring 'economic life' back to the 

area. 

• The study identified low level of education in Ashiedu Keteke sub-metro as one of 

the major developmental problems. Majority of the respondents survey either did not 

attend school at all or dropped out after primary, JSS or SSS, and many of them said 

that they dropped out of school because to lack of financial support. With growing 

poverty and high cost of living, many parents are not able to afford the high cost of 

education especially at SSS and tertiary levels. 1t was revealed that whenever the 

family income become insufficient of meeting the basic needs like food, clothing and 

shelter, parents withdraw their children from school and put them into money making 

activities such selling of food, iced water among others. It is very laudable that the 

government has started implementing the Free, Compulsory Basic Education (FCBE) 

as well as school feeding programme. However, the government policy on cost 

sharing at the tertiary level should be looked at again so that many young people can 

have access to education. The government and the local government should have the 

means of assisting brilliant but needy children and youth to attain higher education. 

• Those who have dropped out already need to be targeted with appropriate emergency 

programmes that can lift them out of poverty. In this case, the central government 

local government and the local level institutions should all be involved in the effort to 

offer alternative livelihood in the form skill training to the unemployed youth who are 
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migrating to the urban areas in search of job. The government' Youth Employment 
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the urban areas add to the incidence of urban unemployment. Rural development 

programmes should be reinvigorated to reduce the serious unemployment problem 

being created as a result of rural-urban migration. The government should also 
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Modem agriculture practices like irrigation and the use of equipment should be 

embarked upon so the youth, both educated and uneducated will be interested to go 
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into commercial fiuming. This will create jobs, solve part of unemployment problem. 

reduce rural-urban migration. reduce food shortage, increase the volume of our export 

and increase our tbreign exchange. 

• Government should also create investment fund purposely for young people who 

want to go into commercial agriculture or small-scale industrial activities. One 

problem many young people who have leaned trade or acquired skills face is how to 

get start-up capital. This fund if it can be created, should be given out as interest-free 

loan to young enterprising entrepreneurs to enable them set up their own business 

instead of continually looking up to the government for job. This will curb rural­

urban migration or at least help to reduce it and also enable the youth to pursue a life­

long vocation instead of pursuing 'short-circuit' prosperity ambitions. 
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AppeodixA 

RESEARCH OUESTIONNAIRE 

THE DYNAMICS OF URBAN POVERTY IN ASHIEDU KETEKE SUB 
METROPOLITAN AREA: YOUm UNEMPLOYMENT AND COPING 

STRATEGIES 

Date onnterview: ..••....... .1 ••...•. 12006 

Name of the Community ........... . 

INTRODUCflON 

Good morning/afternoon/evening. I am a Student studying for MA degree in 
Development Studies at ISSER (University of Ghana). As part of the Masters 
programme, I am undertaking a research on the topic: "The Dynamics otUrban Poverty 
in Ashiedu Keteke Sub-Metropolitan Area, Youth Unemployment and Cop .... 
Strategies". The objective of the study is to find out the extent of youth unemployment 
in Ghana., examine livelihood strategies of the unemployed youth and make policy 
recommendation for effective targeting and improvement of the situation the youth in 
Ghana. 1 would, therefore be grateful if you can assist me to collect necessary 
information to enable me research into this topic and recommend ways to improve the 
livelihoods of the youth. The survey is for academic purpose only and your answers will 
be treated as confidential. 

SECflON A: DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS 

1. Sex of respondent 01 male [] 

2. Age of respondent 

3. 

01 
03 

15 -20 years [ ] 
26 -3Oyears [] 

Marital status of respondent 
01 Single [ ] 02 
03 Separated [] 04 
05 Widowed [] 

Education and Skills Acquired 

4. Educational level of respondent 
04 No schooling 
05 Primary 

02 
04 

02 female [ ] 

21 - 25 years [] 
31- 35 years [] 

married [ 1 
divorced [] 

[ ] 
[ ] 
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06 Middle School [ J 
m~s [1 
08 SSS/SecondaryffechNociComm. [ J 
09 Tertiary [ ] 
lONon-formal [ 1 

5. Did you achieve the highest level of education that you needed or desired? 0] 
Yes [ ] 02 No [ ] 

6. If no, why could you not achieve the highest level of education that you wanted? 
01 Low academic performance ( ] 02 Lack of financial Support [J 03 
Lost interest in education [ ] 04 To work and take care of 
myseWsiblings [] 05 To learn a trade [] 06 Others 
(specitY) ........................................ , .................... , ....... . 

SECTION B: POVERTY PROFILE OF URBAN YOUTH 

Migratory History or Urban Youth 

7. In which community do you stay? 
01 Salaha [] 02 Opera Square 
Jamestown [ ] 05 Zongo Lane [] 
(specltY) ..................... . 

[] 03 Bukom [ ] 04 
06 AgbogbJoshie [J 07 Others 

8. Which region in Ghana do you come from? 0] Upper East [J 02 Upper 
West [ ] 

03 Northern r] 04 Brong Ahafo [) 05 Ashanti [J 06 Western 
[ 1 

07 Central [J 08 Eastern [J 09 Volta [] 10 Greater Accra 
[ ] 
9. Please list the places where you have lived for the past three years and duration. 

Place Duration 

10. Why did you decide to come and stay here? 0] to look for job [ ] 02 to 
start or further my education [] 03 to acquire skills [] 04 to escape 
for~ marriage [] 05 Advised from friends [ J 06 Others 
(SpecltY) .......... , ...... , '" .......................... . 

11. At the time that you came here did you plan to stay here permanently? 01 Yes 
[ ] 02 No [ ] 

l1S 

-
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12. 

13. 

Is it likelytbat you wiD leavetbis place in future? 01 Very likely I] 02 

IibIy I] 
03 UaJikeIy [] 04 V., un&kely [] OS Not sure [] 
If you wiD leave this place in tbture please state the reason why you would want 
to leave. 01 To join my family [] 02 To look for job opportunities [ ] 
03 To Ieam a trade [] 04 To Further my education [] OS Others (specify) 
.................................................................................................. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ ........................................................................... . 

14. Or are you now happy about the fact that you have moved to the present place? 
01 Very happy [] 02 Happy [] 03 Indifferent [ ] 04 
Unhappy [lOS Very unhappy [] 

Hooleholdt Expenditures and Consumption 

15. What is the size of your familylhousehold? 01 1 [1 
1 04 4 r1 05 above 4 [ 1 

022[] 033 

16. What is the occupation of your father? ............................................... . 

17. What is the occupation of your mother? ........ , ...................................... . 

18. How do you personally assess the financial situation of your household? 01 
Very rich [] 02 Moderately rich [ ] 03 Poor I [] 04 Very poor [ ] 

19. How much do you normally spend on the foJlowing items per day I month 
(Approx.)? 

Expenditure Item Amount 
a. Food 
b. Drinks and beverages 
c. Clothing and footwear 
d. Rent electricity and water 
e. Market tools and 2arbage collection 
f. Medical and health expenses 

-B: Transport and communication 
h. Education 
i. Recreation and entertainment 

U. Miscellaneous aoods and services 
Ie. Toiletries 
Total monthly expenditure 

Assets Ownenbip 

20. Which of the following items do you I your household own? 
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Yes = 1 No 1 
i Bed BDd Mattress 
ii. Furniture 
iii. Kitchen Utensils 
iv. Television and video deck 
v. Electric fan 

vi. Electric iron 
vii. Camera 

viii. Refrigerator 
---~--t-----------t-----

ix. Washing machine 
x. Bicycle 

xi. Motorbike 
xii. Car 

xiii. Sewing machine 
xiv. House 
xv. ResidentiaV AgriculturallCommerciailand 

xvi. Others (specify) .............. _ ....... _____ .. . 

Acceu to Esseotial Social Services 

a. SheJterlHousins 

21. What type ofsheJter or dwelling place do you or/and your household have? 01 SeJf 
contained [] 02 Compound House [) 03 Kiosk/Container/Shop [] 04 
others (specify) ................................................................................................ . 

22. How long have you been living in this place? 01 Less than 1 month [] 02 
1- 6 months [ ] 03 More than 2 years 04 Others (specifY) .............. . 

23. Have you received any eviction notice to move out from present place of 
residence? 01 Yes I ] 02 No [J 

24. Have you ever slept on a veranda or an open space as a rFsult of Jack of proper 
accommodation before? 0 1 Yes [ ] 02 No [ ] 

b.~ 

25. How many of your household members are currently in the foJJowing levels in 
school? 
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LnII .rEd .... Nu.ber of PeoDle 
INunIery 

Primary~JSS 

SSS I Vocational I Technical I Conunercial 
Tertiary 

c. Health Seryices 

26. What is the most conunon disease that affects you or four household? 01 
FeverlMalaria 02 Diarrhea [ ] 03 Skin diseases [] 04 Abdominal pains 
[ ] 05 Worms infestation [] 
06 Cholera [1 07 Others 
(specifY) ............................................................... . 

27. How far is your residence from the nearest hospital or clinic (in tan)? 0] Less 
than 1 Ian [] 02 About 1 Ian [1 03 More than 2 Ian [ ] 04 
More than S Ian [ 1 

28. What ldnd of health facility do you and your household able to access and why? 

Type of Facility Response: Yes =1 Main Reason 
No =1 

Public Hospital/Conununity Health 
Care 
Private Hospital/Clinic 
Traditional Healer I Herbalist 
Pharmacy I Drug Store 

*Cg4q for 'f4!OM: 
01 Less expensive 
02 Closer to me 
03 That is the only facility available in this area 
04 No time wasting in accessing it 
os No special reason 

29. Is your residence supplied with pipe-borne water? 0] Yes [] 02 No 
] 

30. 

31. 

32. 

Is there a public (common) tap in your area that you have access to? 0] Yes 
] 02No[) 

How far is it from your residence (in km)? 01 Less than 1 Ian [] 02 About 
1 Ian [] 03 More than 2 km 04 More than 5 Ian [ ) 

~ is the source of water for yourselt7househoJd? 01 Hand-dug welJ [J 02 
River [ ] 03 Pond [] 04 Others (specifY) .......................... .. 
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e. Electricity Supply 

33. Is the area that you are staying supplied with eJectricity'l 0 ) Yes [ ) 02 

No [ ] 

34. If no. what is your source of power for lighting? 01 ':rivate generator [] 02 
Gas lamp [ ) 03 Kerosene [) 04 Others (specifY) .......................... . 

f. Sewage Facilities 

35. What type of sewage facility do you have in your hou~? 0) Flush [) 02 
Bucket type [] 03 Pit latrine [] 04 Others (spe<:jfY) .......................... . 

36. Are the sewage facilities you usually use sufficient for the number of people who 
use it with you? 01 Yes [ ] 02 No [ ] 

g. Perception about the Adequacy of Facilities for the Urban Poor 

37. Are you satisfied with the foUowing basic facilities/services available in your 
settlement? (Tick appropriate answers) 

Facility Yes-l Nb-2 
a ShelterlHousina 
b Education 
c Health Services 
d Water 
e E1e<:tricity supply 

1) Sew~e Facilities 

SECTION C: UNEMPLOYMENT, LIVELIHOOD PROBLEMS AND COPING 
STRAGEGIES 

Job Opportunities for Urban Youth 

38. Apart from formal education that you may have got, have you acquired any other 
employable skills? 01 Ves [] 02 No [ ] 

39. If yes, what type of skiD have you acquired? 0) Carpentry [ ] 02 
Masonry [] 
03 Painting [] 04 Steel Bending [] 05 Fitting [] 06 Seamstress 
[ 1 07 Hair dressing [] 08 Others (spe<:jfY ................................ . 

40. ~f y~ have acquired employable skills, why are you not using it for your 
livelihood currently? 01 Lack of working capital [] 02 There is no 
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41. 

42 

prospects in the skills that I have acquired [ ] 03 Lack of credit fa~lity [ ] 
04 I am mobilizing funds to set up my business [) OS Otbers (specify) ... 

......................... .......................... .................................. . 

Given your qualification or skills acquired. what is your opinion about the job 
opportunities in the job market? 01 Very good [] 02 Good [] 03 
Bad [] 04 Very bad [] 05 Don't know [) 

Have you been seeking for job 

42. Have you ever been employed in the fonnal sector before (Government or 
Private)? 01 Yes [] 02 No [) 

43. lfyes, please specifY the type of job and duration: 

Type of Formal Job Duration 

*Codes fo, Du,atlon: 
0) Less than 1 year 
02 More than 1 year 
03 2 - 5 years 
04 More than 5 years 

Livelihood Coping Strategies 

Assistance from Relations 

44. 

45. 

46. 

If you do not have job or involved in any reliable commercial activity, how are 
coping with this situation? 01 I depend on the remittances from parents, 
relatives and friends [ ] 

02 I am still living with my parents / a relative [ ] 

r ] 
03 I am still an apprentice even though I should have graduated 

04 I do any kind of job that I get [ ] 
05 

(specifY) ............................................... .. 
Others 

If you are still living with your parents / relatives, are you happy or satisfied that 
you are still living with them? 01 Yes [) 02 No [) 

Do you receive the needed support from your parents or relatives? 0 I Yes [ ] 
02 No [] 
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47. If you continue to receive support from your parents or relative, please state the 
types of support. 

Type or SUPpOrt 

Mother 
Father 
Others 
(specifY) .......................... .. 

Participation in Informal Sector Activities 
48. Are you involved in any commercial activity for a living? 01 Yes [ ] 02 
No [ ) 

49. If yes, what type of activities are you involved in? 0 I RetaillPetty trade [] 02 
Street hawking [] 03 Porter (kayayee) [] 04 Truck Pushing [] 05 
Shoe shine [J 06 Others (specifY) ........ , ................... , ......... , .. . 

50. Please list the various activities that you do to ear income and how much you earn 
daily? 

Activity Daily Earning 

51. Have you ever been involved in long apprenticeship or unpaid training before? 
01 Yes' [ ] 02 No [ ] 

52. lfyes., please specifY the type of training/apprenticeship and duration: 

TVDe of TrainiDil ADPrenticeship 

*Codes roT nUTation: 
01 Less than I year 
02 More than 1 year 
032- 5 years 
04 More than 5 years 

Duration 

53. Have you ever been suspected, implicated, arrested or jailed for any crime(s) before? 
01 Yes (J 02 No (J 

54. If yes., please specifY the type( s) of crime. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .......... . 
....................................................... .................... . 
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Membenthio in Social Network Groups 

55. Do you belong to any non-political group or club such as Clan Association or 
Youth Club? 01 Yes [ ] 02 No [ ] 

56. If yes, how often do you meet? 01 Once a week [) 02 Once a fortnight 
[ ) 03 Once a month [ ) 04 Once every quarter [) 05 Seldom [ ] 

57. Do you derive any benefits from being a member oftrus association? 01 Yes 
1 02 No r 1 

58. Jfyes please specify the types of benefit.. .............................................. . 

THANK YOU 
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Appendix B 
RESEARCH OUESTIONS 

THE DYNAMICS OF URBAN POVERTY IN ASHIEDU KETEKE SUB 
METROPOLITAN AREA: YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT AND COPING 

STRATEGIES 

Interview on Poverty and Unemployment Situations among the Youth in Ashiedu 
Keteke Sub-Metropolitan Area 

Name of the Interviewee ... 

PositionlDesignation ..... . 

1. What is your general perception on the following: 
• Poverty situation in Ashiedu Keteke Sub-metro 
• Unemployment situation in the Ashiedu Keteke Sub-Metro among the youth 

2. What are the major factors that have contributed to the poverty and unemployment 
situations in the sub-metro? 

3, In what ways have migration and urbanization contributed to the poverty and 
unemployment situation in the sub-metro? 

4. What was the wealth and employment (livelihood) situations among the indigenous 
(Ga Mashie) people before the place became urbanized? 

5. Do you have any other information that traces the history of poverty in Ashiedu 
Keteke sub-metro, especially among the Ga Mashie people? 

6, In what ways have the youth been affected by the poverty and unemployment 
situations of households in the sub-metro? 

7. How are the youth coping with poverty and joblessness in the sub-metro? 

8. What policies and programmes have been put in place by the sub-metro. Accra 
Metropolitan Assembly or government to tackle the problems of poverty and 
unemployment in the sub-metro? 

9. How are the youth involved in policy decisions and programmes that aim at reducing 
poverty and creating jobs for them? 

10. What suggestions do you have for government and developments agencies in respect 
of policies and programmes that can reduce poverty and unemployment in the sub­
metro? 
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