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It is with some trepidation that I let this
small work leave my hands at all, for I know that it is
very incomplete, and no doubt full of inaccuracies.
However, if it serves a useful purpese by providing a
foundation upon which more capsble people than I can
gradually build up the true facts I shall feel that the
hours spent upon it were not altogether wasted.

with the exception of one or two fasts taken from
the Distriet Reeord Book, nearly everything from start
to finish has been told me by the old men and the Chilefs.
Owing to the amount of Hausa that is spoken in the District
I was able to gather a great deal of my information with-
out the ald of an interpreter.

liy thanks are dus to many of the Chiefs for the
assistance which they heve given me, but edpecially to
Yakubu lkamprussi, brother of the Chief of Bawku.

The word"8ection" has been used throughout instead
of "Villege" as beigg:;bpropriate in a country where a
smail.village usually covers many square miles of country.
With sbout three exaeptions there is no part vhere one can
gee houses clustered together in the form of a township.
»fhey ara scattersd all over the countryside at irrsgular

intervals. SR
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INTRODUGET UL,

That part of the Kusasi Tribe whigh
lives in inglish Territory occupies the fertile
lands which lie ljorth of the Gambaga Scarp and
East of the Red Volts, Unlike some of theip
neighbours furthsr Jest they are blessed with an
ample food supply, while their cattle are
congidered among the best in the country.

The area these people inhabit is known as the
Kusasi District, though asctually now-a-days,
owing mostly to immigration from French'Country,
the Kusasis only form about two thirds of the
total population and even many of theseare only
Kusasis in name. In some densely populated
sections there are no Kusasis at all. .
The principal town and Administrative Headquarters
is Bawku, but 1t is common to refer to the whole
District by that name. A corruption of the
Mamprussi word "BOKU" it means a "HOLE" or
"DEPRESSION", and this is what the country looks
like when viewsd from the top of the Gambaga
Sea.rpb in lemprussi.
Actually, however, the l;?.nd slopes steadily

= upwards
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upwards from the foot of the Scarp, until at
Bawku itself one is 1300 ft. above sea-level, or
practically as high as the Scarp.

The Distriaet is biseated by the White Volta,
and, as already mentioned; the Red Volta forms
the ilest boundary.

The land between the two rivers is known
locally as TOENDEWA, while that to the East of
the White Volta is termed AGOLLE, after a local
fetish hill near Bawku. 2

Toendema is the part where we find the real
Kusasis in greatest numbers. Before migrating
gouthwards they had been concentrated for many
years round Yuig%, Zawga and Biengu, which
places are just north of the present Aﬁglo—French
boundary. They are still thickly populated by
Kusasis. It is mostly the Zawga and Biengu

people whom we know in Toendema, the few real
Kusasis of long stamding in Agolle having come
from Yuiga, = Zo=9s

%:Apartifrom the more recent influence of
Moshi, Busanges, B'moba and others Agolle was

originally largely inhabited by Nabnambas, who
% i trace
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trace their origin to the Frafra aountry.»

The wamprussi Chiefs came in from Gembaga,
bringing many people with them, among whom the
liarambas were perhaps the most numerous. They are
of Lamprussi origin, but are supposed to belong to
the Dagbondurisi group, who are rather more primitive
than other iamprussis, and great eaters of dogs-meat.
They are now very numerous indeed, but both the
labnambas and larambas regard themselves as Kusasis,
as also do the Bamshis, who came with the first
Cchief of Binduri from Mampm_xssi, the Goashis who
say they fell down from t.he\ sky in a tornado, and

.. ' the Pusiga people who are alleged to have descendsd
)

u‘lfrom above by a rope ladder.

Such being the conditions it is no wonder that
the characteristies of the people in the two halves
of the District vary considerably.

The people of Yuiga, Zewga, Biengu and Toendema
are all very similar, but the Agolle pecple are
noticeably differen;c. in meny small ways.

In the old days every village was at enmity

with its meighbours, and the idea of anybody orossing

«/
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crossing from Tgendema to Agolle, or viee versa,
was almost unheard of.

Busangas to the north and Bazaberimies to
the east considered all of them fair sport for
periodical raids; and the Kusasis generally seem
to have come off worst in the encounters.

The country wes never ravaged, however, by
the slaver-raider Barbatu; who appears to have
aonfined his attention to the people further West.

_The last fighting on any scale which took
place was in about 1895 when the peopla of Kugri
insulted the Na of lMamprussi and refused to make
amends .

The Na (Beriga) sent an army egainst them,
but 1t was defeated and driven back to Gambaga by
the Kugris; who received help from many Kusasi
olans against the common foe. The Na was
preparing to send a larger force when the opportune
arrival of the Whiteman in Gambage made further
hostilities impossible.

It was not until 1909 that Bawku Station was

fipst established by ¥ Lieut. F.i.F.Jackson.

i K
(NOW Major F..W.F.Ja.cksonf C.M.Ge ,D;S.O.,C‘C.N..Tq
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On the outbregk of the war, the District
Commissioner, thg Detachment, and all officials
withdrew to Gambaga (7th August, 1914). But it
was found necessary to reopen the station again
in December. and at a great gathering on 5th
December in Bawku the Chiefs and Headmen expressed
their gratification at the Government's action.
Later the station was closed again, but it was
reopened on 3td. October, 1916.

In the years of peace that have followsd our
occupation of Gambaga the population of the
Kusasi District has increased er ormously, and,
with the fear of raids by Bazaberimies and
Busangas no longer ever present, the people have
been able to spread much further afield, so that
miles of country which was uninhablted thirt& or
forty years ago is now dotted all over with
gompounds.

Toendema and Agolle are reconciled to each

other, and the Chiefs of both are united under
a single leader- the Chief of Bawku.

So far as Agolle is concerned much of Bawku
is now inmhabited by Busangas, Pusiga 1is. full of

o/ Yangas.
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Yangas, and ilokambo is composed largely of B'mobas.
What with these newcomers spreading t.hemseives.
every where; in addition to the earlier penetretion
of Nabnambas; Nerambas, and others already
mentioned,ifbecomes obvious that there is

difficulty in finding a typical Kusasi in Agolls
at all, if one discounts the recent lmmiprante
from Toendema, who in the last ten years have

crossed the Volta in great numbers.
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HISTORICAL .

When writing of the Kusasis one has to
remegber that the name Kusasi is really very vague when
referring to the people of Agolle, and not always correst
even in the case of Toendema. For it 1s constantly used
to ineclude people who are”::.rue Kusasis at all. The tribe
was originally quite small, and it is only in comparatively

recent years that a large population has grown up

consisting of people known as Kusasis.  Actually a very

large proportion of these people are the descehdants of

unions between Kusasis and imported slaves, male and female®
Others are the descendants of Moshi, Grunshi and
B'moba immggrants (to mention a few only) who have come in
at different times in g&éﬁd«;f better lands than their own,
and who for generations have intermarried with the Kusasis.
Strangely enough it was during the raids of Barbatu and

his predecessors gmong the Kassena, Bullsa and Sissala

tribes that the Kusasis prospered most in the matter of

slaves.

Though they had attacked frem the East in earlier

days the Bazaberimies never crossed the Red Volta from the

r v
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West so the few Kusasis dotted about the place lived in
comparative peage, when they were hot fighting either among
themselves or with their neighbours to the North.

At that time great caravans of Hausa and Moshi tradsrs
used to make their way down to Salaga and they were in the
habift of staying a month or so at Tenkudugu to breek the
journey. Erom there horses and fine gowns used to be sent
over to the Bazaberimie® leader under a strong escort
provided by the Busanga Chief of Tenkudugu. Slaves would
be given in exchange and brought back to Tenkudugu. The
Caravan owning them used them to proceed on down to Bawku

where Kusasis living under the protection of the Mamprussi

Chief of Bawku used to come in and buy meny of the slaves
for cattle and cowrles. One good male slave was worth
four cows and a female five.  The people of Binduri used
to do the ssme in & small way as the Caravan passed through,
but the people of Sinnebaga were in those days too few in
number,andtoe poor in eattle, to go in for slaves much.
The Caravan's next stopping place was Gambaga, where many
more slaves were disposed of.' and then the long journey to
Salaga was commenced. Salaga was the slave market par.

sxcellence, and here tha Ashantis used to bring their kola
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and knglish cloths with which to purchase them.

The children of the slaves bought by the Kusasis were
invariably absorbed into the tribe and known as Kusasis,
and by the third generation they would all bear Kusasi
facial markings.

It is not difficult to obtain corroboration for the
above statement. At Zabugu; some four miles south of
Bawku, there was until fairly recently a man called
Agbenga Kusasi who bought e Busanga named Akorli. This
slave had many children by Kusasi women and many of them
are still alive. They have Busanga markings but oa}l
themselves Kusasid, while their own children; besides
calling themselves Kusasi; have actually got Kusasi
markings. Even the Chief of Timoni; who has been entered
in the Chiefs' List for years as a Kusasi, is really of
Kassena origin; for his grandfather Hauya ceme from
Janogo in the Kassena country and settled at Peregu in
Teshi.

Thus the Kusasi population; as we know it to-day,
has grown out of a heterogenous crowd of psople. Indeed

thotugh the tribe is still fairly pure in Toendema, it is
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hardly an exaggeration to say that among the 54,0007
so-called Kusasis in Agolle it is the exeeption rather
than the rule to meet a full-blooded one.

N

AN

N,L]J\"\E‘;:%efore the time of the Bazaberimies in the Grunshi
o;ugtry: when lishama (Seteem) was Chief of Bawku (about 1820)
uihe town of Bawku had about five large compounds.

Certainly he had.; few followers in the seé;ions of Zgrse,
Ysragungu, Tampielim, Pwalagu; Palweyga, Sapelliga, Nyokko,
Bawkuzua, and perhaps one or two others; but the rest of

the present-day sections were bush.

Binduri, which in those days extended much further
west and south than it does now, was almost worse of, for
the Chakosis had raided the inhabitents and meny of them
had fled to Yuiga. The Lamprussi Chief of Binduri stopped
with some of them at Tangsia, but it was only after the
death of Chief Sanida that many of the refugeses returned
from Yuiga and settled at what is now known as Binduri,
where they were later joined by the new Chief Winyam.

4s recently as 35 years ago Sinnebaga was a village

close by the lMorago river with five compounds., The Chief

had a few people in the bush as well, e.g. at Potwia but

B kin% of Agolle' the landated portion of the
-g?g%riggain oluded unless otherwise stated.
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but his influence did not extend far; and his so-called
sub-Chief of Songo had only three large compounds over
which he could claim to rule.

Bawku, Sinnebaga and Binduri are three of “five
liemprussi Chiefs living among the Kusasis, and more will
be said about them later on.

Similar conditions to those stated above existed in
other parts of Kusasi country forty or fifty years ago.

Kugri and Binaba were practically uninhabited.

With the exception of a few B'mobas in Wokambo the

whole of the llandated Area was a wilderness within living
-

0

memory and even to-day the name for this part is Tempenga,
meaning bush,

Even the placaters of the great fetish Bungwa at
Pusiga, nine miles east of Bawku in the liandated Area,and
burial place of‘the first known Na of Mamprussi and
Dagomba, lived in Sarabogo close to Bawku.

Originally the people of Dagbon had spent some time
at Pusiga, but after the death of Bungwa (Gbawa in Dagomba.)

they appear to have wamed with the Grumas and passed on to

¥rhere are six now including Wokambo, but in those days
.the Chief of Wokambo lived away to the East in the proper
B'moba country.



lampuruga near Sansane-L.ango

The remains pf little mosques, have beeﬁ Seen at
Pudiga by ;'anple still'living, but now, with the enormous
growth of population, these have all been swept away.
Perhaps they were built by liohamedan followers of Bungwa,

As just explained the real Kusasis were nevevr very:
numerous. Yet few as they were they were originally
divided into many small clans, each more or less distinct
from the others,and each possessing its own name. Thus
there were the Bimbas, the Gbingbingas, and the Gballis,
to mention some of the more important ones only. Later
they became known collectively as Kusasis, and now there
has been a great deal of intermarriage between the
different groups.

The Kusasis are only one of many peoples who went
through this process of evolution. The Zuius, for
instance, did just the same, but they advanced a step
further then the Kusasis ever did by finding a leader who
united them into & single unit. Ococasionally the Kusasis
appear to have formed themselves into a loose sort of

. aonfederation for the purpose of resisting the common foe,

but beyond that interdapendence  did not exist.
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1f one asks a Kusasi where his grandfatherscame from
he will prebably reply that as he was'nt there to see he
really doesfnt know, [f he gathers what one is driving
at, however, he may say they came from Zewga, Biengu or
Yuiga. ;r he belongs to the Nabnamba-Kusasi olen he may
say that he Has never heard of any home other than the
present one, though should he be a bit more intelligent
he will probably admit that his people were originally
Nabdams from mengodi in the krafre country. Some say
they came from Gambaga, 6.g. the Naramba-Kusasis, and the
people of Gumbo, Kwatiga (under Wokambo), and Potwia
(under Sinnebaga). But if one makes careful inquiry
wlien told this it generally trancspires that their forebears
were (amprussis who settled down in Kusasi and took Kusasi
Wives.

AS already described the new-comers adopted the
eustoms of the country and after a generation or two their
descendants becazme Kusasis to all intents and purposes.

It is most unlikely that the rsal Kusasis were ever in
Gambage at all. The Goashi=-Kusasis and the people of

Pusiga, as mentioned in the introduction, will tell fairy

stories about their celestial origin.
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J_;n the majority of cases, however, if one presses

them to cast their minds still further back the Kusasis
will say that they have heard that in the dim past their
ancestors came from far away to the Easte. |

«A{\ln the loshi History written by J.Witheragill, which
consists of a collection of Hausa manuseripts, a story is
told econcerning a certain Lialam Gado, the origin of ihe
Kusagis, end the meaning of their nsme. I do not propose
to query the suthenticity of this typical Hausa yarn, but
it will be suffieient to say‘ that. exhaustive enquiries have
failed to lead to the slightest bit of corroboration.
Regarding the statement to the effect that the Kusasis
bear a kind of Zamfars facial mark this is quit.e. incorrect,
and is gvidently prompted by the faet that even since the
advent of Furopeans Kusasi children in growing numbers are
being given a sort of kamprussi mark, which is aonsidered
more attrastive than the very elaborate Kusasi markings,
and ig muech easier to perform. Now that the need for

everybody to bear a mark by which he can be recognized

.1s past the women give their ahildren any mark they fanoy.

Some give nona at all, and a youth',goes himself to the
operator and instructs him as to the particular style of

beauty with which he is to be adorned.
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'\/Sali&:man suggests (Races of Africa PP.79 & 8] ) that
the Southern Wuba men (mot the Wubians of the fiile Valley)
and the black hillwen of gerdofan and Darfur may exhibit
& relationship with the pagans of Northern nigeria and the
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. Both physica‘llj
and culturally the t.usasis. would seem to conform to this
thaqry, as can be seen by comparing their characteristics
in the following tzble with those assigned by Seligman
to the Wluba people.

Lubh EUoasT

Average staturs 68". Average stature 67".
lien &0 naked, or with a skin Len formerly naked but now
suspended over the shoulders. usually wear loin cloth with
a skin suspended over the
shoulders.
Women of poth wear a bunch of leaves before
and behind.

Weither Nuba nor Kusasi circumeise their men nor
do they mutilate their women.
Women of both wear quartz ornaments in the lower lip.
Both luba and Kusasi have a tree andstone cult,
rasulting in rocks and cluups of trees being frequently

regarded as shrines,

index of typical Kusasis, but owing to the inaccuracy of the
home-made instrument used it 1s impossible to give a

reliable figure.



KUSAST - LEGHND.

One Interesting legend concerning the origin
of the Kusasi Tribe, as related by the people of Tili, is
as follows:-

Ih thé dim past a man ceme frou somewhers to the
North with His wife, and settled at whal is now Zawya
(in French Territory,. At this time there was not & single
person at Zewge, but the ground was infested with small
black ants, known in hioshi as Salansansi (Sala.nsa.%x is
the singular). The descendants of the man and his wife
were very numerous and become known as Salansansi, but
gradually this gov corrupted into Kusansi and now Kusansil
is nearly invariably rendered as Kusasi.

llany years later the Kusasis wer§ visited by a loshi.
This man Settled among them and married seme of their
women. His descendants were many and they wera known as
Kusa-lioaga, to indicate their mixed Kusasi and lioshi
antecedants.

Among these Kusa-lMoaga people was a great slayer of
men. He used to waylay passer-by in the bush, engage
them in mortal combat, and bury their dead bodies on the

Nae 9
8pot. The Kusasi word for grave id "gballi" and that
W/
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is the name by wiileh the Kisa-lloagas came to be known on
account of this man, Apperently the Kusasis(Salansansi)
themselves used to eollect‘round and wateh the Kusa-lioaga
digging his vietims"' graves, and as a result they in their
turn became dubbed Agilbibsi (Agilbib means collect round)
by the Kusa-hoagas.

Before they started paying each other these
aompliments ab Zawga, however, it is said that some
descendants of the original Kusasis (Salansansi) had moved
over to a plage known as Kulsablags (Kologo Sablaga = black
stream) north of Widinaba (BEnglish Territory). Here they
were joined later by the .@ballis, while the Agilbibsi
remained behind at Zawga. Some time later both Kusasis
and Agballis are said to have crossed over the hills to
Korobaga, which is part of Widinaba, and here they lived
for a loné time.

Wihen at Kulsablags the Kusasis had become possessed
of a powerful fetish and as a result the leader becaume

known as Kusenaba (Naba = Chief).

On arrival at Korobaga they found some people on the
land known as Gbingbinges and these they drove out, SO
' 5% . sre
that they ran down to Zongoiri, where they/io this day.

a s
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They also; however; are said to be Kusasis, and as such
they are always known.

liany years were spent at Korobaga , and then owing to
the growth of population the people broke up into fastions
and started fighting among themselves. The Kusasis fled
with Kusanaba down to thelr present home, including Kameaga
now under Binaba, and the Gballi factions became dispersed
over Tili, Widinaba and Lamboy&, the last named being part
of what is now known as Zebilla.

Later, quite recently in fact, the Bimbas came down
and spread themselves 6ver Binaba. The Bimbas came from
Biengu, which is close to Zawga; and are Kusasis. They
should not be confused with those other Bimbas, known as
B'mobas; who are quite different and supposed to be akin to
the Grumahs. In their general appearance, habits; and
mode of living the B'mobas resemble the Konkombas far more
than they do the Kusasis, but whether there really is any
kinship between them or not is a matter on which the writer
has no information .

It was not till after they reasched their present
home "r.ha.t the. Kusanaba started going to Nalerigu for the

purpose of having his fetish recognized by the Na of

G
L
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zhamprussi‘\see page 1y J He is senior to Levganaba who
gets his fetisii Nebaship from Tempelaga, a place somewhers
to the North of the Nankanni Cowntry in Zwarungu.

So far as Toendema is concerned there remsin the
Sub-Divisions of Z.ebilla(wit.h the exception of the section
of Lamboya ,Teshi , Tanga, Timoni, and Sapelliga which are
not included in the above,

It seems probable that Zebilla was the first to be
settled, that the traditional ancestors Abiongo and
Aputoba came from Detokko in the Frafra country, and that
other sub-Divisions with the exception of Sapeiliga, were
gradually populated from Zebilla. Aputoba's home in
Zebilla was known as Detok; presmébly after Detokko, but
now-s-days the place is more often called ingpalasga.

The Sapelliga people are mostly of Busanga descent.

Teshi and Tanga have lemprussi Chiefs and during the
lest twenty years Zebiila has received such a large number
of immigrants from all parts -~ Kusasi end otherwise, thet
the original families are gquite out numbered. In 1921
the population was given as 2471 and in 1931 as 7973.

ihen we coﬁxe to consider the Agolle half of the
District it gradually becomes evident that it is mot

really Kusasi country at all. Certainly in the old days
A
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a few Gbingbinga-Kusasis spread over to Sinnebaga from
z,ongoiri; and in the north round Bawku thera were some
Kusasis who had come from Yuiga. But by far the most
numerous were the Nabnambgs, who lived on the lands which
are now divided up into Binduri, Kugri, Tempane and Wokamba.
These Nabnambas trace their ancestry to the Frafra town of
Nangodi whera the k;iabdams live. These Nabdams are known
in their own langu;ge as Nabraba, and Nabnamba is evidently
a Kusasi version of this.

Then there are the Narambas, who are mentioned else—
where as of Dagbondurisi origin. The Bamshi, who came
Wwith the first Mamprussi Chief of Binduri, spring from the
same stock.

411 thesa people have gradually come to be known as
Kusasis, and the name seems8 to have been used to ineluda
Agolle as well as Toendema before we ceme, though to the
prasent day an Agolle man crossing over to Toendema will
often say he's going to Kusasi.

The following figures taken from the 1931 Census orve
interesting in this connection.

TAGOLLE (dincludin:

4 Mandated ul Lu/
KLlsa.SiS S 54,05).1 X /‘L ,l A /
Others e.g.Busanggs 3 BN i
lioshis mamprussia b :

) b

P A._.-!n TarttaaQ A
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ihe figures show what a much larger“proportion of -
Kusasis to Strangers there are in Toendema when compared
with Agolle. And when what has been Ssid above concerning
the edoption of the name Kusasi by the Nabnambaé; Narambas ,
and others, i3 taken into consideration it will be under-
stoad that the disciepancy is really far greater than is
shown even by the figures. And even meny of the real
Kusasis in fAgolle have crossed over from.Toandaﬁa within the

last ten ycars.

e s0u0:
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CVH AP PATRRER AT

CUL’I‘Uhh AND oOCIAL ORGANIA;LTIOL

The Kusasis are essentially an agricultural
people with early and late millet and guinea - corn as
their staple foods. They possess individual herds of
aattle , sheep and goats, but they neither drink milk nor
do they eat much ‘meat. The animals have a great"

; iutrinsia'value; however; as a medium of exchange in the
marriage market; and they are regarded as a desirable
investment by everybody who has the means with which to
purchase them.

In the Agolle half of the country, the Kusasis do not
usually rear the oattle themselves. They give them out
to Fulani herdsmen who tend them with infinite care and
kraal them at night near their compounds, receiving as
their reward all milk produced by the cows under their
sharge.

Across the White Volta in Toendema; however; the
Kusasis as.a rule prefer to look after their own beasts,
and Fulanis are few in number. Here the cattle are kept
inside the compounds at night and during the day they are

léft to forage nearby for food by themselves.
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The Fula.nis; on the other hand; take the herds to the
bush to gnaze; end many of them even store fodder again.st
the rigonys . of the dry season. The result of this
greater knowledge of cattle exhibited by Fulanis are
reflected in the éuperiority of the Agolle herds over those
in Toendema.

Horses have become more numerous. during recent years
but they are rarely bred by the Kusasis, who buy most of
then from the Busangas or passing travellers.

The members of the tribe do no£ live in willages,
but in compounds which are scattered over the country
side at irregular inﬁervals. These compounds are rownd
and may consist of any number of circular mud huts with
conical shaped grass roofs and gonnected together by mud
walls.

Though conditions are changipg rapidly now; the
compound used to be the local gTQUp. Friendly relstions
would probably exist between neap neighbours; but each
house-hold was an entity in itself. When the young men
got married they did not leave the paternal roof, as now
generé;lly happens; and set up for themselves. The bride

was brought home , allotted her huj and given her shere
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of the general work to do. Im other words at the time
we first came upon them the Kusasis had only got as far
as the patriarchal stage of evolution.

Under such an organization crimes sgainst the
comnunity were rare.

Ghiefsl, as we know them now did not exist, a.pd what
authority there wa$ , was vested in the head of each
family. The pristly class, known as Tindanas (Landmasters)
had authority in so far as the welfare of the land and
the crops were concerned, but they had no judicial
ﬂfyggﬁons whatsoever, Three at least of these Tindanas
were very important people in the oid days. They were
Gumbonaba, Kusanaba and Kalensinaba. Zawganaba was
perhaps as important as any of t.hém, but eas he lives on
the E’rerich side of the Frontier it is difﬁc;ult to find
out much about him; especially as he denies ever having
had anything to do with the Na of liamprussi. The word
Ugba' in lMoshi means the same as "Sarki" in Hausa, which
ig Chief . and is just about as hackneyed. There are the
Chiefs of the horsea; of the young men, of the cotton

trees.; of war, and of the fetishes, as well as many others.

Thus to hear a person adressed as "Naba' may mean that
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he is a Chief in the'pr0peﬁsenoe ‘of the word, or merely
that he uses the term as a sort of curtesy title.
That spparently is what Gumbenaba, Kusanabe end Kalensinaba
did, sach had powerful fetishas, and at some time the
soothsayers had indiéatea that‘their fetishes required
recognition bw?ha of Mamprussi. In eaahvcése haﬁ%ome
presents were taken te the Na;'and on arrival a sheep
would be killed by the Na in Heounee i guest. He
would be installed as & fotish’ Naba and sent back with a
spzll horn conteining some of the blood of the slaughtered
animal. This was incdrpora$ed.in the fetish at home wﬂich
was thus made doubly powepful, and its fa&e gspread much
further afield than heretofore.

But though a man could command.ponsiderable respect
on account of his fetiéh;.which gavé hiﬁ_poﬁer to call the
rain, to drive away sickness; nake barreh Qomen fertile
and do countless other miréoles,.yet all this gave him not
she slightest authority‘tp impose his will upon the people
in ordinary every day affgirs;' SOmeﬁimes iﬁfact it was

rather the reverse.

Bungwa; for instance, is probably one of the best

ynown fetishes in the country. The man #ho placates it
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English T’erritory; where he lives in Widinaba more or less
unnoticed. »

Among the followers of the Memprussi Chiefs in the
Distriot there aré at least twenty people known as "naba!
who vary in importance from people like Songonaba and
Zabagunaba, who r,a.‘jnk as Sub-Chiefs, down to Zeydnaba and
Deygnaba which mea.n'j respectively "Chief of the soup" znd

"Ghief of the pigs". Neither of them has mush more land
than that on which he lives, but the names are titles of
respect awarded many years ago in recognition of se‘rvices
performed.

v The occasional thief was not unknown, but if caught
he was dealt with drastically on the spot by the owner of
the stolen property and members of the latter's family.
Sometimes the culprit lost a hand and sometimes an eye.

If he repeated the offence he was deprived of the second
hand or eye, as the case might be. ‘In the case of murder
or fighting in which blood was spilt, it was customary fvor
the people eoncerned; or their relatives, to make a peace
‘of'tefing to the local fetish, and so obtain absolution,

In the Northern part of Toendema this offering was often

made to the fetish of Kalensinaba.
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lMention has been made of the five kamprussi Chiefs
who .in those days lived among the Kusasis. They were
';;:gtlaga, Bfmdurji/, Be}wkti, Teshi end Tanga. In maore
modern times they have been joined by the Chief of Wakambo
who migrated westwards with many of his B'moba. subjects,
and settled on bushland which was nominally owned by the
Chiefs of Binduri and Sinnebaga. The histories of thase
six Chiefs are given in another Chapter.

Sinnebaga, Binduri and Bawku were the only thrge of
the original five who were of any importance. ﬂTheir
principal function was to keep the trade route open
between Na}efi&u, and Tenkudugu, in the Upper Volta, where
the Chief of the Busangas lives, and to provide escorts
for traders and slavers passing down from the North.

They were merely islands surrounded by hostlle Kusasis, and
their sﬁheres of influence extended a very shori distance.
Indeed their exlstance was most precarious, and Chiefs
Bala of Sinnebaga and Abdshameni of Tanga were astually
driven back to Gambaga, whila Seteem, Chief of Bawku, was
¥

killed by the Busangas, assisted by the Kusasis.

wWere it not for the fact that the Mamprussi Chiefs

had been imposed upon them by the Na of Mamprussi, whom



2l
tne Kusasis regarded with a certain amount of aue; it is
improbable that they would have tolerated them at all.
They did not object to some of their own Tigdanas going
to the Ne wlth a handsome present, and bringing back from
Nalerigu in return a powerful addition to their fetishes,
which benefited everybody, but for iLamprussis to be sent
to order them about was quite contrary to all their
ideas on the subject. The five Chiefs had but little
influence except among their own immediate followers and
they themselves are the first to admit this.

The first occasion on which we hear of the liamprussis
being in Kusasi (not counting the Pusiga days) is during
the reign of Na Atabia of liamprussi. *He appears to have
penetrated Agolle more or less'peacefully, and later
appointed the Chiefs of Sinnebaga, Binduri and Bawku, the‘
first two being sons of a former Na Tempouri and the last
named his own son.

€Tt seems to be established now that no lia ever invaded .
the country known as Toendema, e.g. the area between the
two oltas, and the great stronghold of Kusasi proper.

#The main object Seems to have been to establisha line of

sommunication betwee enkudugu. Yet even

this was not accomplished for many years, and long after
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Atabia's death the travellers were still going to
Nalerigu by Timbu and Sansane-iango.
Na Kulba appears to have had a certain amount of
_control, but it evidently waned considerably again after
his death, and nobody seems to have made any effort to
regain it until the coming of Na Beriga. An ascount of
his unsuccessful attempt to enforce his will upen the Kugri

7 pesple in 1895 is given in Chapter-Vll.

s000:
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CHEAPTHR il

CONoEITUTION , PAST AND PREbLNT

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

When one reads of the elaborate forms of
Native Government already in eﬁstenoe in Mamprussi and
Dagomba at the time Europeans arrived one realizes how
very very primitivfe ind eople 1lik _Kusasis were
by comparison. An atéempt was made in Chaptgr i1 to
show how foreign to their nature was anything in the way
of rule. In Chapter vii this is demonstrated mors
clearly by the account of the hostility shown to the
various lamprussi Chiefs who tried to settle in Agolle
and in two small areas in Toendema.

The Kusasis themselves literally had no sonstitution.
Certainly there was & kind of patriarchasl organization »
but this can hardly be termed a constitution. The only
Chiefs were the Tindanas, and the name is hardly appliocable
even to them. - Some were of greater standing than others,
and very often these would be the fetish Nabas referred
to in Chapter ii. But they had no power other than the
spiritual authority with which their position invested
them. For people in such a primitive stage of

development, however, this lack of Chiefs really made
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no difference. They were so hidebound by tabus and
moral sanctions that wrongdoers were rare , and there
.was far less orime than there is to day. Tha occasional
criminal was dealt with so drastically by the people he'd
offended that it acted as a deterrent on others. It
has been suggested that in time to aome these Tindanas
. would have evolved into Chiefs in the real meaning of the
word. They never got a chance to do it in their own
leisurely way, however , for the British suddenly arrived
in Gambaéa and then came into Kusasi asking for the Chiefa.
They had found them in Gambaga and expected to do the
same in Kusasi, where, however; they were not much in
evidence.

Chiefs had to be produced, however, and labourers
to work on the nmew station buildings. The five

Mamprussi Chiefs ( the sixth, Wokambo, was under German

rule then) were the first to be found. They blossomed

forth at once, and assumed control of all the areas to

which their influence had in any way penetrated during
their long up-hill struggles in the past. In Toendema,
where therae were no lamprussis except the two

insignificant colonies of Teshi and Tanga, the most
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important Tindanas were pushed forward as Chiefs, or
sometimes a member of the Tindena's family took on the
job = It is satisfying to know that in Kusasi the right

people came forward, for this was not always the case in

other places, the result being that Chiefs were mada from

among people who had no claim to the position whatsoever.

At first nobody; neither British nor German, appear
to have taken any interest in the five settlements in
what is now the Mandated Area. There were ijokambo,
Tempane, Kagbiri, Buguri and Pusiga, but as already
mentioned they were still practically bush, never having
been repopulated after the raids made many years previously
by the Chakosis and Bazaberimies.

Thanks to the depredations of a certain lamprussi
named Asura, who lived in the village of Kuka near Bawku,
we finally lost the chance of adding the area on to
Kusasi. This Asura had a following of Moshis and among
them they had about f£ifty horses. Their pastime was
radding Kaghiri, Buguri and Tempane, and taking all their
animals. The authorities in Gambaga apparently kaew
nothing of this, and when travelling in Kusasi it was

customary for officials to piteh their tents in Kuka near



Asura's house.
Finally in disgust one Awindi from Kagbiri, who is
still alive, went to Sansane-liango and sought the help

of the Germans on behalf of Asura's vietims. The Germans
sent a soldier named Dahamani to follow Awindi, supposedly

to see if these settlements really existed and whether or
no the British had placed their flags there. Dghamani
went round the whole area, ending up at Pusiga, from where
he returned to Sansane-Mangpl Almost immediately
afterwards a German officer a;z'rived in Danugu (Wokambo)
and hoisted his country's flag there. He did the same
at cha other four plages and then ret;.u-ned. The Chief
of Bawku sént at once to report to Gambaga, Bawku being

‘ particularly interested since the people of Buguri and

Kagbiri belonged by rights to him.

The result was a meeting between British and German

Lol

R
A
ol et o

. officers at Kagbiri which the Chief of Bawku attendsd.

o
Pusiga, Bugurl, Tempane and Danugu were also visited, and

the whole area was then apparently ceded to the Germans.

Asura was later convicted of killing four Kagbiri

Lot () 44 R

Cuaandhursd
us' 6*' people end confined in Elmina Castle for many years, dying
AL
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later on his release in Kumasi.

l~
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During the past thirty years all these Chiefs

including those made by the Germans in the lMandated Area,
have consolidated their posi'bions; and, most important of
of all, each one was allowed to be absolutely independent
of every body else.

The Chief of Bawku hes perhaps been more in the
Qimelight than the others, but he never had any authority
over them, with the exception of Buguri and Kagbiri, who

originally removed from Bawku and elected to remain under
the Chief of Bawku when founding settlements of their own

in the bush. Though separated from him by the
international frontier for a time they were restored to
him at the end of the wér.

Naturally with the settling of the country, and the
opening up of it, there has been more coming and going
between the various villages than wes ever dreamt of
before. It was not difficult to mske the Chiefs and

people realize the advantages to be obtained if they

united under a Tribal Chief, and this culminsted last
/ year in the unanimous election of the Chief of Bawku to

the position. §o he was confirmed in the office by tbs
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Na of Mamprussi and raised at the same time to the status
of Divisiongl Chief. The eighteen other Chiefs lost

' their independence with their own consent, and thers, for

g the present, the matter rests. That a lamprussi should

pba oantaiinsal Por i masiton s significa.nt
indication of a change in attitude. But at the same time
it should be remembered that the Chief of Bawku's family
has been in Kusasi for about {50 years, that the male
members have always married the pick of the Kusasi women;
in faot that the Chief of Bawku is largefjkusasi himself
and Kusasi in sympathy. Were he otherwise the consensus
of opinion might not have been so whole-heartedly in his
favour. At the moment, the Chiefs seem prepared to
follow him implicitly. They realize he is the link
between them and the Na of lLiamprussi, that he is their
Tribal Chief, and that the Na has given him authority
to provide them with certain regalia, which is the
symbol of Mamprussi Chieftainship. That's all quite
pleasant so far, says the Kusasi, but it is doubtful if
the time has arrived yet when he would say the same if the
Na began to take a more worldly interest in his affgirs.

The Ne is & very big man and must be respected, but
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at the same time memeries of the days at Kugri in 1895
when the liamprussis were vanquished and driven back with
ignomi%y to Gambage persist in the memorieg of many.

That they should have progressed so far from their
former primitive state in such a short time is in itself
rather remarkable.

At the present moment the following orgenization
exista:-

iES 1. Tribal Chief (ligmprussi;
2 18. Sub-Divisional Chiefs() lamprussi & 13 Kusasi

5hs 12. Sub - Chiefs (Kpamberi,
Se6cTlon A
4, 209 . Jillege Headmen (Kombenabas )

A list of the first three grades are given in
appendix "aA".

Nos. 3 and 4 require a word of explanstion.

The people known as Kpemberi were found in 3awku(8),
Binduri (3), and S-innebage (1) only. They had the title
of Naba but were subject to the three bigger €hiefs.

They held their appointments from the Ha of Mamprugsi
who was advised in thae matter by the Chiefs under whom
they served. They were in fact the Sub-Chiefs, and
battled on behalf of their Chiefs with the inhebitents

of surrounding villages with varying degrees of success.
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?hey are quite different from the 4th grade, the
Kombenabasg. These without exception have all been -
sppointed since the arrival of Europeans. Except for
the fact that in many cases they are .gither smsgll local
Tindanag, or else related to them, there is nothing
hereditary about‘tﬁeir offices at all, Even the name
. Kombenaba i only é makeshift for want of something
better. Strictly speaking it is the term applied to the
man who commands the Chief's army in time of war, and he
is assisted by various people termed kombenabisi

An attempt is being made now to insist on the Chiefs
always keeping theése Kombenabaships in the same femilfes.

Since the Chief of Bawku was made Tribal Chief
nobody except himself holds his appointment from the Na
of lemprussi. The Na, in raising him to the status
of Divisional Chief agreed that he must bs treated as
other Divisional Chiefs and ellowed to asppoint his own
Sub—DiVisionél Chiefs. Similarly esch of the three
Chiefs who have Kpambari under them are to appoint them
themselves.

Some of the Kusasi Chiefs who had never openly
acknowledged the Na have already come to the Chief of

Bewku and been invested with the jamprussil repgalis.
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It is expected that gradually the remainder will come and
do likewise, but as just mentioned, Bawku himself is
largely Kusasi and almost one of themselves, so that one
hag to avoid placing too mueh significance on the action
of these Chiefs in ¢oming to him.
Temple says in his "Native races and their rulers"

that when foreigners invade a country one of three things

invariably happens -
1. & natives of the country become absorbed by the
invaders.

2. The invaders become absorbed by the natives of the

aountry.

3. The natives of the country regain their freedom and

expel the invaders.

The first of the thres happened in liamprussi, while
in Kusasi the third nearly happened = did happen once or
twice in fact - but later the second process started.
Some of the local liamprussis are Kusasis in . all bub
name, and thiéfparticularly illustrated in the case of
the Sub-Chief of Kuke end his people.

It is to be hoped therefors, that in these early
days of Native Administration, with the Na at the head of
1aifairs, allowances will be made for the Kusasis and that

;they will not be asked to run before they can walk.
i .
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CHAPTER iv.

RELIGION,

43 with other pagan religions that of the
Kusasis is surrounded by an environment of mysticism.
:Ft. is remarkable how they, and other tribes in similar
latitudes withstood Lahomedanism so completely, ezpecially
when it is remembered that between the years 1300 end
1590, when Timbuktu flourished, there was a series of
great fishomeden Empires (lallestine, Songhay and others)
not so very far to the North and East of them.

It may be that the pagan Mosh;i Empire which lay
between, and which hed considerable power during ths
niddle ages-", was partly responsible for the non
penetration of Isleam. The unsuitability of mueh of the
country for horses may possibly have been g contributory
ocguse, for the Mahomedan could never conquer unless he had
a horss and a sword.

Moshi, like Mamprussi, was:and still is, largely

pagan. Though certain lMahomedan rituals have erept in,

# Joshi was overrun, however, by Sonni Ali, the Songhay
Fing, in sbout $490, and then by his sucoessor "Askis" &
few years later. = ~



fhis seems to be largely due to the presence of lizhomedan
gdvisers who are to be found among the Gouncillors of most
big Chiefs. And this does not apply only to Mamprussi

and lioshi. We are told that as far back as the eleventh
century the capital of the Ghanata Empire, West of Timbulty,
gonsistelof two towns six m;les apart. The King and his
Court were pagan and lived in one. The linisters were
mostly Lishomedan and live in the other.

Even in liamprussi the Na and his councillors live in
Nalerigu while the Limam and lialams are to be found in the
town of Gambaga, some miles away.

The llamprussi elaim to have been lishomedans themselves
at one time and perhaps this is partly substentiated by
the finding of ruined primitive llosques at Pusigs, as
mentioned in Chapter 1. But it seems incompatible with
the theory that during the 14th Century llamprussi was
united with the notoriously pagen Moéhi.

Perhaps, however, their traditions carry them back
even further than this, and they are thinking of the
legendary dsys when it is supposed thay lived#way to the
East.

But the Kusasis have none of these lahomedan trails

at all, and it 1 doubtful whether there ig a single
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islamised member of the Tribe. Even the liamprussi refer
to them as the heathens. This of course is a aase
rather of the pot calling the kettle black, but perhaps
in this instance the kettle is particularly black.

They believe in a Supreme Being - Awindi - who is
gverywhere, but who can be worshipped through the fetishes
only. All calamities that occur are ascribed to the
ghosts of their ancestors who are displeased about some-
thing. Recourse is then had to the Sorcerers - Bagarl -
wiho indicate the appropriate remsdy.

The death of a young person is a cause for sorrow.
The daath of an old person is considered the logical
conclusion of a long life. IlLiuech jollification takes
place in celebration of the fact that deceased was allowad
to reach the age he did, and leave a number of descendants
behind him.

A corpse is ordinarily buried the day of death. A
round grave is dug, and at the bottom of this a tunnel is

excavated at right angles, into which the body is

| pushed.

A man is placed on his left side faecing the rising

sun, and & woman on her right side facing the setting sun.

In each case a hand is placed under the cheek.

|
y

|
1
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?t is said that the man rests more peacefully when he ean
gee the rising sun calling him to his ferm, and similarly
the woman 1s more content when she can see the same sun
calling her to prepare the evening meal.

An unwitnessed death from siclmess, death from sleep-
ing-sickness, whether witnessed or unwitnessed, and death
causedto a woman by travail in child-birth are all very
much taboo. In any of the above cases the body‘must be
removed from the compound by a special hole in the wal}/ :
the hut in which death took place must be knocked down,
and no sexual intercourse may take place emong members of
the household until the whole place has bsen purified.

o funeral custom 1s celebrated in any of the asbove casas.

A poor man is buried in a sheep skin only. A rich

or importent man is provided with a cow skin, @ c¢loth and

a white cap. A woman is buried with a fibre cloth only
which is wrapped round her waist and drawn up between the

ligs.ﬂ@s

The top of a grave is covered with an inverted
earthern pot after the hole has been filled in. Sometimesg
if close relativas have not been able to get to the aspot
in time to see the boay before burig/ the grave is not

pilled in umtil they have c-ome end done so.  The mouth
o
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of the grave 1s merely covered over with the pot in the
meantime, so that when the relatives come they can enter
the hole and see the body 1ying in the tunnel.

On the death of her husband a Kusasi woman removes
her waist beads and usual leaves, donning instead a
piece of common string decked with legves from a Shea tree.

Before appearing in the market again she must be
walked round the outside of it by an old woman, and theee
deys after the desth she must have her head shaved.
liamprussi wemesn Viomen put & bla;k string round their necks
until after the funeral custom. The Shea leaves are
never worn by Kusasi: women except as described above.

The Nabnemba-Kusasis never put them on at all,
however. When & women's husband dies the custom is for
her to go iﬁto the hen house or sheep pen and roll about
on the f£loor until coverdd with dung. She then appears
in public and shortly aftieruards is washed by other
wgomen. lourning, so far as she is concerned, is then
finished.

His religion is probably the most important

thing in a Kusasi's life. It pervades everything he
doeé; and all his actions outside the ordinary routine of

daily life are governed by the dictates of the fetishes.
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on all sides he is surrounded by tabus, the violation of
which would almost certainly mean death sooner Or later.
\fhen things go wrong he concludes that the spirits are
.nnbyed, end natters can only be rectified by a visit to
the soothsayer, who indicates what fetish requires to bs
placated. Then there are the witehes who elso bring
trouble, and that necessitates the ¢alling in of the witch-
doctor. Altogether, though his life may be an idle one
from the point of view of productive labour, it is any
thing but idle when one considers the labour he pérforms,

and the worry he experiences, on account. of his religion.

o e e e 83 & 000 g ==
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GHAPCT 4R V.

THE KOROBABA ANy SANGANABA.

Since there are no many thousands of Moshis
Busangas and Yangas living among the Kusasis it is perhaps
relevant to digress for a éhapter and say some thing about
them .

A great deal is always.heard and written about the
Chiet of Wagadugu whi is commonly known as the ioro-Naba,
or King of liossi. Yet in reality he is  junior to the
Chief of Ienkudug—,u who commends most of the YangaS and
& great many of the Busangas and woshis too.

The: Chief of Wagadugu has got more peopls under nim,
and naturally the fact of his being Chief at the seat of
government for the Upper Volta has considerably snhanced
his prestige. But accowding Lo Native Custom the Chiet
of Tenkudugu is the senior of the two.

prench officials generally corroborate this, and on
official occasions he is accorded .precedence. It is said
tﬁat the first Chief of Tenkudugu originated frou
Ligmprussi, and that many years later cne of his grandsons
went to Wagedugu and founded another state there. if

this ig sg it would nat.urally be junior to Tenkudugu.
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Actually they are both treated ag independent. Paramount
Chiefs by the French.

{t is Interesting to note thak foruerly when the
Chief of Tenkudugu died it was custowary for the following
presents to be taken to the Ha of uamprussi by the relatives

1 horsa
1 woman
1 slave

9,000 cowries.

They used to be brought first to the Chief of Bawku
whose duty it was to see them safely escorted to Nalerigu,
the home of the Na.

These presents were supposed to be the Na's share
of deceased's property, and had nothing to do with the
fee paid by his suecessor on appointment.

The payments were also made by tha Chiefs of
Wagadugu and Fada-Ngourma, but with the partition of the
chuntry emongst Buropean powers they all became honoured
in the breach rather than the observance. It is unlikely
that in those days either the French or Germans would
have been pleased to see their Chiefs paying tribute to
the Na of Lamprussi who lives in English Territory.

Thus the payments became irregular, and when‘qﬁde wers
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done secretly. iven now any tribute paid to the Na is
handed over with as little publicity as possible.

The story of the Chief of Yange is interesting. He
lived at Sanga, the prineipal town in the Yanga country.
Some time after the British had oceupied Gambegs, they
were reconnoitreing in the North of the Eusasi Distriot.
The Na of Memprussi (Beriga) sent certain messengers
with the tropps to lead them to Sanga snd asked that
8% it was his it should not be allowed to fall to the
French, who were staking out at their olaims also at this
time K

v

¢n arrival in Bawm; however , the French were
encountered, and though the meeting was ciuite anicable,
the Na!s messengers were so terrified that they left the
British and ran back to Gambaga.

Apparently the French went on and cocupied the
aountry to the North of Bawku which included the town of
Sangs and most of the Yanga lands,

At this time there was en old Chief of Sanga nemed

"At. ' - seme time just gravious to this it ssems that
khe Britlsh had been as far North as Tenkudugu itself, in
the same that in those early days of the ssramble for
t.errito French at. one time same as far South as
A sotually fought with the inhabitants there.
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Wamnedi. On his death the French made a man Noyankudugu
Chief, but his appointment was never confirmed by the Na
of Mamprussi. Noyankudugu also was an old map and soon
put his son Abombo on to act for him. Now this Abombo
knew that neither he nor his father had any right to the
Chieftainship really, and that the rightful Chief was one
Zubinaba. He was jealous of Zubingba and treated him so
badly that the later came to live in Bawku. In due
course Noyankudugu died and the French made Abomba Chief.

Then the great war came and the Germans left Sansane-
Mango to the French. In this dercle theré was a Chief
of Timbu who was a follower of Sanga.

He decided that.’it was not right for the upstart
Abambo to be Chief, and knowing ’t.hatkhe had never been
acknowledged by the Na, he determined to try and gel
made Chief himself. He sent very lavish presents to
the Na of liamprussi seeretly, so that the French should
not hear of it, and the Na sent the regalia and had him
declared Chlef of Sanga, though he continued to live at
TMmbu. Out of gratitude for his generous gifts the Na
named him " Salumbuliga" or the "Well of gold".

Zubinaba was still living in Bawku, and he too now
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found that he had a grouse. He presented himself in
front of Timbu and complained of his aation in getting
himself made Sanganaba when ha, Zubinabé., was the
rightful heir. Timbu admitted that he was & usurper
but .said he had bean led to it by disgust at the French
action in msking Abombo Chief, who had no olaim st all.
He went on to say that he was quite prepared to resign if
he, Zubinaba, whon they all knew as the rightful heir,
would ask the Na for the Chieftainship himself.
Zubinaba egreed to do so and returned to Bawku where he
consulted the District Commissioner. The upshot of it
all was that the Chief of Bawlu sent to Nalerigu on his
be;;alf, as he was an old man and unfit for the journey.
Ne Wafe was ruling now and he sent the regalis for
Zub.’L'naba to Baw;rku with his messengers. The latter
robed Zubinsba in the Chief of Bawku's house and told
him that he was now Sangansba. The rather pathetie old
m.n, without either country or people, went to Pulmakong
near Pusiga and built himself ﬁ house. Timbu sent to
greet him and ceased to oall himself Sanganaba and many
Yangas came from French country and settled near him.

He only died sbout four years ago.
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Abombo (Sanganabg to the French) was put in prison
last year at Tenkudugu, and cne Adakori was made Chief
in his place. Apparently he was the right man at last.
He sent seéretly to greét the Chief of Bawku, but was
evidently too afraid of insurring the displeasure of the

French Authorities to send to the Na himself.

soda:
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CHAPTER Wi,

BUNGWA .

Bungwe, already mentioned once or twice, plays
such an important role in the lives of these people that it
is worthy of special mention. Tt is the great ancestor
fetish of Mamprussi and Dagomba.

Bungwa 1is the first Na of whom anything much is
known and he 1s supposed to have been swallowed up by the
earth at Pusiga. Bungwa was followed by his sen Zirili,
whose name, however, 1s rarely mentioned on ascount of his
treachery in killing his elder brother Kufcher, After
Zirili came Tusugu (Tohugu in Dagomba) and it;was he who
drove his brother Shitobu away to Walewale where the latter
founded the Dagomba Kingdom. .

The Kusasis do not know any of thia; nor 8o the
erstwhile Memprussis living emong them. They merely
regabd Bungwa a8 an all;powerful fetish which everybody
has placated since the times of their grandfathers. In
Gambaga, however, the legend is told by the old men.

The fetish of Bungwa is in s small wood at Pﬁgizs.
| It comiists of a stone at the mouth of a Hole which is

mpééed to run in tunnel fashion far into the earth.
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In this hole there is sgid to live a huge snake, and until

8ix or 3even years ago this snake had an equally huge

tha
"gon" which used to petrol,territorisl boundsries of its

Father. A stranger, not knowing its alleged identity,
killad it. The whole place was in an uproar and I am
told that the wretched men wag dragged before Gaptain
Shields, Qistriet Commissioner. He handed the case over
to the Chief of Bawku who ordered the men to pay two cows
' to Bungwa as & peaca offering, This a.ppea.i'a to have
placated the fetish for the outrage, and rain, which was
very badly needed, fell at once in torrents,

Bungwa is always placatec by a semi-divine person
appointed by the Na of Kamprussi and known as Pusigansba.
He slways has to bs a very old man, never touch the ground
with his uncoveraed feet and never have anything to do with
women, A skin drawn over his head and & cloth wrapped
round his body is the only elothing he i8 permitted fr.o
wegr; except for sm ornsmentsl bracelet on one arm. As
sald before he has no judicial power at all, but is &
ggnotuary for the wrongdoer.

In the old days, before the first Mamprussi Chiefs
came from Nalerigu to Kusasi. Zawganabs (in French Terri.)

waa apparently the best lnown man in this part of the
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world.  Whenever Pusiganaba died word used 4o be sent to
the Na at once, and he used to call upon Zawganaba to
despatech a reliable old woman to Nalerigu to get the slﬁns
and other articles required for the installation of a new
Naba.

The woman would take these to Pusiga where the
following ceremony took place.

Pirst of all two grass huts were erected some little
distance apart. The prospective Haba wa;s put into one
alone in the evening and the woman entered the sesond ame,

Four times during the night she was seen to emerge
from her hut with g cup and enter the other. The fourth
time she remsined there, or at-any-rate she was never seen
to leave it. At day break the watchers would creep up to

" the hut, there to behold the new Pusiganaba sitting on a

mat of cornstalks and olothed in skins., The woman had
"mish.ed, never to be seen again. The old man would then
be taken up and carried home amid great rejoicing.

When the Chief of Baw@ was established he was mads
pa.rtly responsible for the welfare of the fetish.

On the death of Pusiganaba the Pusiga people come and

 inform him &t once and he is required to proceed to Pusiga
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immediately and take charge. He and his people sit out-

gide the house until all preparations are made for the
burial. Nothing that was not removed from the house be-
fore the Naba died may be taken away by anybody except the
Chief of Bawku. A special opening is made in the compound
wall for the body to be taken through. The main door is
blocked up with wood and nobody is permitted to enter again.

Zawganaba has had nothing to do with the ceremony
for & great many years now, and the old woman's place is
teken by an old women from Pusiga.

The last Pusigansbs died during the German regime in
Togoland. He was named Ajongo. His peculair position
had made it essential foxl the German Administration to put
gomebody in authority at Pusiga who would not be fettered
by the varfous tabus to which the Pusiganabs was subject.
They therefore appointed a man named Agure Kusaga, who was
of the same family as Pusiganaba, and had at one time been
employed at Sansane-liang® as a Government lessenger, to be
Regent" of Pusiga. He acted as the Chief, and was :
responsible for finding the labourers réaquired to work in
Sapsane - Mango énd at Léma. \fhen Pugigenaba died the
Germans proclaimed Agure as Chief of Fusiga, and so he has

remained ever gince , under both Germans and British.
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He r_emses to call himself Pusigangba, however, for that

is the title which belongs really to the placater of Bungwa.
He is known as the "Tengudnsba' which means, in M,
tThe one wWho looks after the town,"

Sinee Ajongo died nobody else has been appbinted
custodian of Bungwa. Apparently it is not @ sought - after
posit.ion; owing to the irritating restrictions it imposes
upon the holder. There is, however, an anclent man living
in Bawku who is entitled to the office, and there seems to
be & groﬁng désire on the part of 'ma.ny peéple to persuade
him to acoebt it. If he were to be appointed there is
reason to belié\ré that he might be named Bungwansba, in
~ which case thé Tengudnab_a;; Agure, would prébably agree
to be knbwn in fuﬁure aé Pusiga.nabé. and take his place
among the oﬁhér Chiefé in thg Distriet. Fortunately the
; Géman;l \_‘;661{‘ 4 nmn from ﬁw 'r:l..gh'o family when they ahose
Agure for the i)ésition Af "Regent".

The Pusiga people say that their .ancestofs;'came from
the skﬁ. The s;téry 1s that vﬁen t.ha mbon was bright they
ﬁséd to oﬁme dawm %.6 earth by & ffail la.ddém and &amé_.- i
; 6ne night an _eﬂl man saw.them descending and when thay
M all down he caught the ladder snd pulled wtil it

snapped up above. The danders were nevar able to return
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CHAPTER wvii.

BAWKY

The first Chief of Bawku wag Ali, Son of Na Atabia
of Mamprussi who was probably one of the most outstanding
figures who ever ruled at Nalerigu .

The Chiefs of Sinnebaga and Binduri had been
established & short time before Ali, but all three were
quite independent of each other.

The story is that Ali came with a large following of
lamprussis and Narambas, the latter being members of an
inferior bi'anoh of Mamprussi knCin as Deghendurisi.

The first night was dpent at a village near Bawku
called Sapelliga ( not to be sonfused with Sapelligs

near
often known g8 Seboundi). [HNext day they advunced td/the
present Chief of Bawku's housg via the sestion of Zorse,
g.nd were opposed by p@ople Srom the seation of Bawkuzua.
The people of Tusungu section, however, came to the help
of the Mamprussis and the men of Bawkuzusz were overthrown.

To this day, a custom which is an interesting relies
of Ali's entry into Bawku is performed soon after the
- accession of a new Chief of Bawku., |

One evening he goes out to Sapelliga with a big erowd
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and much drinking of Peto takes place. The Chief is
eonducted to a lawge stone where Ali is supposed to have
sat on his way through. The Chief sits on top of this
stone while a nearby fetish is being placated. After
this he returns to the jollifications. In due cGourse
e¥erybody goes to bed, but in the morning when they swake
up one maa is missing. 1t is the Chief.

He has left quickly during the night and travelled
alone several miles %o Zorse. There he is met near
some largae Baobabs by another orowd which has come out
from Bawku for the purpose. He enters Bawku triumphantly
and the people of Tusungu come out in war kit and pretend
to stop him, but he rides through unmolested.

Ali is supposed to have ruled about seven years and
was succeeded by his brother Luzabaga, also known as Ali-
Bila.

lmzabaga was succeedsd by enother brother Mampanga,
also kuoen as Yakubue

Mzmpanga was succaeeded by Nahamudu, son of Ali. 4
gon of luzabagu ; Babu, contested the Chiefship with him
but withéut success. |

Babu was assifited by certain Bawku uamprussis in
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. MAHAMUDU
his struggle with wempsmza, but they were driven away

and fled to what is now Gumyokko in Bindurdi.,

lishamudu became Chief, bub soon after this his rivals
came back from Gumyokko with a Lot of Zangpalasi - Kusasis.
They succeedad in killing lahamudu before the latter's g
lishama drove them off sgain.

Bawku was left without a Chief, and it waé soon
after this that fighting occurred in Gambagg over the
Naship. It ig said to have been the struggle between
Kulba and Abu Bakare which is known to have taken plage
;,bout this time. According to lir. liackay in his history
of hiamprussi, Abu Bakere raised an army of Konkombas, but
was defeated by Kulba with the aid of Chakosis.

Another version of the asbove is that Kulba was first
driven from Gambaga and Abu Bakere seized the Naship.
Kulba £led to Bawku and was taken in by Mahama. j?ne
latter aollected as many people gs he could and condusted
Kulba to Sanssnae-liango, vhere an army of Chakosis was
-raisad. ' This they led first against the Chief of
Nakpa.ndure; who was a powerful supporter of Abu Buksre,
and killed him. Passing on to Nalerigu they routed

Abu Baksre's wbops and then caught and killed Abp himself.
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gulba became Naf and installed lichama as Ghief of Bawku
out of gratitude. fThe wamprussis who had killed
lghamudu tried to get Bawku for one of their own peopls,
hut gulba refused and said none of them should ever have
Bawku. }nstead he gave them the Chiefship of Gumyokka
(see under Binduri).

liahama returned to Bawku and was known as Seteem.

He became pretty powerful and the Kusasis feared him., .It
was during his regime that all the people in Agolle weré‘
to pay a tax to the Na of 100 cowries per compound every |
year.

Seteem penetrated the Busanga country aé far as Bittou
and seized a hundred of their eattle ﬁhioh he presented
to the Na-

The Limem of Gembaga advised that they should be
returned to the Busangas as otherwise they would surely
be avenged. No attention was paid to him, however.

The Busangas waited their dpportunity, and many years
later it came. In a careless moment Seteem had sent

nearly ell his available guns to Gambaga as &n eseort for

¥ Com are’the story of Kuga on page 14 in a recemt
publigation entit{gd "gnquiry into the Constitution and
organization of the Dagbon Kingdom.'"

-
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a very fine horse the Na wanted to buy from him. while
they were away the Busangas came down from Bittou and the
‘people of Bawku joined forcss with them against the much
disliked Seteem. The latter was left slmost unprogtected
and after defending his house valiantly he was finaily
burnt out and killed. Thoss of his family who escaped
ran by way of Sansane-iango to Gambaga where they settled
at Bulkwere, One of his daughters got msrried to Na
Beriga and was the mother of the present Na Wafo(kshama)

The death of Seteem would ssem to have taken place

between 1820 and 1830. It cannot have been earlier, for

his son Mamboda, who was a young man at the time, did not
die gntil 1894. ‘

Na Kulba was so enreged st the death of Seteem thas
this, coupled with the treatment sccorded his brother
Bala, Chief of Sinnebaga, about the same time, decided him
send a large army into Agolle.

He enlisted the aid of the Na of Yendi who sent him
a;n army of Bagombas. These and the lamprussis advenced
from the South while a third force composed of Chakogis
came by Buguri on the Esst flank. The "Commander in
Chief" was one Awando, a Chakosie

-

The whole of Agolle was over run and a great many
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people were killed. The fleeing inhabitants were finally
overtaken at Zorse and Yeragungu outside Bawku, and here
they made a éta.nd at the hill of Agolls, This hill is
the sité of an important fétish, and it 13 said that the
fetish came to thelr ald by releasing swarms of bees,
waich so hdrried the enemy that he retired in haste.
The leader Awando got cut off, but he covered himself with
a red burnous much to the alarm of the psople. They
had never seen such a garment, and thought Awando had
turned himself into a bali of fire. They ran from him
and he got away unmolested. The Bawku people continued
defiant for some time, but the Sinnebaga people had had
enough; and shortly afterwards they willingly accepted
a new lamprussi Chief.

The eldeét son of the dead Seteém; Bako; had taken
to travelling about with Hausa tréders; and one day many

goars later, his journeyings | brought him back to Baia
where he wé.s recognized in t.u:e market by some Kusasis.

At first Beko refused to adm:)lét his identity, but when
they parsisted; saying how tl\}iey were oppressed by the
Busangas, and how glad they ;ihould be if he would return °

and be their Chief, he gave in and said he would return

to Nelerigu and see the Na about it, He did so and was
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mad@ Chief. On his return to Bawku the Busangas at@cked
again; but & good crowd rallied round Bako and he drove them
off with heavy losses, since which they have never again
attacked Agolle.

. After ruling & few years Bako bescame blind, and on
his death, which took place soon aftarwards, his brother
Mamboda oame bask f£rom Bulkwere, where he was still living/
and succeeded him, He was installed as Chief of Bawku
by Na Yongu in about 1858. it 19 said that Yongu had
then been Na five years and that he died twelve years later
i.e. about 1870

1t was in liamboda's day that Bawku started to grow

int;o ; town. The Bazaberimies were raiding the Grunshis

t6 the West and the profitable trade in slaves caught by
| them was being conducted by the Hausas and lioshis, as
desaribed in Che:ptez’ ~ 1. Large Caravans were passing
' ddvm f;o s;laga. via Bewku and Gambaga, though at that time
: th.ayroute passed through Yeragungu end Tangsia, a little
to the West of Bawku itself, Yeragungu was under the
Gtﬁef of Bawku, and guite an important camp for the
tra;rellerS- There were many hioshi and Hause people actually
b nﬁng %',here‘. But the Kusasis rose against them and burnt

b -t.na whole place. The Hausas fled Scuthwards, but the

.
2
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loshis came into Bawku and settled down under their leader
Apetera, whose son Sandogo is the present, Chief of the
Moshi Zongo. ;t was not till some years later that the
Hausag came and settled in Bawlkui.

~ Mambode was responsible for establishing the
present liarket, and even in those days it came to be
fa.irly\:/ilnowu. On-his death in 1894 at a great age
lamboda was succeeded by hissom yahama.

liahama, and his young brother Zongbweogo had
accampenied iamboda from Bulkwere as childfen, Lahama
only ruled a few years a.ndtatfhen succeeded by his brother
Zongbweogo. It was in ushama's time, however, that the
the British first settled at Gambaga, and it was at
lMiahamads house that the Union Jack was £irst hoisted.
Zongbweogo died in 192} and was succeeded by the

present man, Abuguri. Last year the latter was
unanimously elected Tribal Chief by Kusasi and iiamprussi
Chiefs alike through out the District. He went to the
Na in June, 1934 amd was confirmed in this new office,

being raised at the same time to the status of a

Divisional Chief.
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SlNNDBAGA.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

‘;he Chief of Sinnebaga was the first of the
five uamprussi Chiefs to be appointed in the Kusasi
Gountry. Even so , Sinnebaga has apparently néver been
of much consequence, and its history is very scanty.
The Mamprussis were the first arrivals, so they became the
Tindanas , and still are in some areas. Later on
Gbingbinga-Kusaaié Spread over from Zongoiri, but the'
population of Sinnebaga was never very large, although
they at one time commanded part of the present Wokambe
land in addition to wha® they own now.

Tampouri is said to have been the first Chief and
he was a son of Na Tampouri. He and many other Chiefs
after him lived down by the Morago river nesr the ford
where the old trade route used to oross.

The fourth Chief i1s said to have been one Bala,
brother of Na Kulba. It was he whom the Kusasis drove
away, so that he ran to Patia in Gambaga where later he
died. It was this act on the part of the Kusasis,
combined with the recent slaying of Seteem, Chief of
Bawku, that decided Na Kulba to invade Agolle and lay

waste the country. At this time too the inhabitants
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of Agolle had practically ceased to pay the amnual tribute
of 100 cowries per compound, which had been imposed a few

years previously. This made ja third excuss for Na Kulba

to attack them.

The war which followed is described under Bawku, as
it was in Bawku that the final successful stand of the
Agolle people took place.

After the war the Sinnebaga people accepted Dahamani
1)

Na Kulba's grandson;’as their Chief, and since then

Sinnebaga has not been disturbed by hostilities.
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1’3'1 N DSURREIES

Th%’firat Chief of Binduri was Yesya, son of Na
Tempouri, and he lived at Lalaga, a village which is now
part of Wokambo. Yesya brought some peopie with him
named Bamishis, who, like the Natambas who followed the
first Chief of Bawku, are of Dagbondurisi descent. Now-
a-days they toa have all the Kusasi charactefistics. In
those days Nabnambas (see page 7 ) occupied the lands which
are now divided up into Binduri, Kugri, Wokambo and
Tempene. The greatest number were to be found in parts of
Tempane, and in the sections of lialaga and Agiseri in the
North of Wokambo.

The biggest Tindane in Yesya's day was one Abipoura
and ‘up to the present time most of the Tindanas in these
parts are of Nabnamba descent.

It 18 supposed that Yesya was put in Lalaga by Na
Ababie soon after he'd put the first Chief at Sinnebaga
and a little before he ‘put. Ali in Bawku.

on Yesya's death it is said that his son Arazubi
succeeded him, but it is probable that one or two Chiefs
came £irst and have been forgotten by the Binduri people ,
and that Arazubi was Yesya's grandson rather than his son.

It was in Arazubi's day theb the Bazaberimies started raidir
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ralding from the East. Tempane was then known as Garu
and there was a Nabnamba Kpamberi in charge who was under
Binduri. The Bazaberimies attacked Garunaba on many
occassionsbut finally Arazubi and Garunsba between them
appear to have got a bit of their own back. The
Bazaberimies always attacked with horses, and the idea was
eonceived of digging an enormous moat right round Garunaba's
house and adjoining land. Vhen done it was covered over
with light branches, grass and earth. The Bazaberimies
waere purposely provoked and enticed to follow the
retreating Nabnambas in the direction of Garunaba's house.
On reaching the moat they were unable to pull up until
many of their horses had erashed through the thin surface,
and chaos appears to hawe ensued.
The moat is still plainiy visible and nearly encircles

& piece of land which must be quite a quarter of a mile

in dismeter. It is said that until comparatively
recently one could see the remains of spurs and other

bits of metal, but now, with the continual silting up of
the trench, no such things are visible. The whole place

is tabu and nobody would think off‘axcava.ting.
After the affalr et Garu Arazubi decided that the

sooner he moved out of Kalaga the sarer he'd feel, for
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the Bazaberimies were sure to return. He therefore
moved right across to Gumshe, a section to the Yest of his
present home. Those of the Nabnambas who did not follow
were soon driven out by the Bazaberimies who overran all his
former country, including Kugri. The Pusiga people were
also driven out and fled to Sarabogo and other parts of
Bawkul. ;t is said that.tFe Bazaberimies were helped by
egertain Chakosis (also knoﬁn locally as Kamhonsi) who
gppear to have waged war freqpeﬁtly on their own agcount,
and not just when the Na of Lemprussi ordered them to da so.

The story is that after hawving been driven away by
the Kusasis at the battle of Agolle (see page 58) la
Kulba gave the Chakosis permission to harrass the Kusasis
whenever they Bleased.

Some of the Nabnambas settled down at Gumshe with the
Ghief Arazubi, but many of them went on to Yuiga in what
is now French Country, staying for a short time at
Yeragungu in Bawku on the way.. Arazubi died in Gumshe
and was succeeded by Agani who moved to Tangsia, a short
distance away.

After Agani came Sanida, and then Winyam. 1t was
during Sanida's day that the Nabnambas started to come

beck (see under Kugri). (hey settled at the present
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Bindurl, after spending a short time at Tampielim first,
and when Winyam came from Gambaga, where he'd been living,
to succeed Sanida he too decided to meke Binduri his
home, and there the Chiefs of Binduri have lived ever
gince.

All the present iandated Area was by now uninhabited,
except. for a few B'mobas who had settled at Natenga in
Wokambo and refused to be driven out. B'mcbas who had
settled at Wirinyanga in Buguri were expelled by the
Bazaberimies soms fifty or sixty years.. ego. ¢  they,

" together with the other Buguri inhabitants who mostly
lived near Zambala, fled Westwards. The B'mobas went
on and joined the Nabnambas at Yuigs, but soon came back
and settled at Bianguri in Binduri. The other Buguri
people settled at Zabagu in Bawlku which had been their
home once before.

Gagbiri at this time formed part of Bewku and had
never been inhabited at all.

The Bazaberimies attack on Wirinyanga was their last
effort, for Eumpeaqs started to arrive soon afterwards.

lio International Frontier had been demarcated when
demen@ts of the old Nabnambag who had been driven from

their homes in Wokambo. and Tempane began to trickle back.
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Lany of them were followers of agure, the powerful Chief
of Kugri (see under Kugri) and refused to have anything
to do with Binduri. In fact Agure was naminally their
overlord until the Germans occupied the whole area, when
neither Kugri nor Binduri had anything to say in the
matter.

The deacendant: of the old Garunaba came into his
own and became & Chief in the place where, nearly a
hundred years before, his ancestor had been a sub—chief
(Kpamberi) under Chief Arazubi of Binduri, before the
latter fled Westwards to new countrye.

The name of Garunaba's country was changed to
Tempane (Tempalaga = new ground), but the market which he
established at Barabokko was known as Garu. Vhen ths
Frontier left the market just inside German Territory the
C hief of Kugri's sons did their best to entice it away
from Tempane, and in this they were eventually successful.

The market became defunct'in Barabokko and was
gstablished at what is now known as Garu in the Kugri
country. It was for a very long time a sore point between
the two Chiefs.

The setting up of Feragonaba at Kugri and his

ultimate severanse from Binduri has been desaribed under
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The Buguri people returned to Zembala about thirty-
three years ago and from t.heﬁ on have never leoked
back.

Gagbiri became inha;oited too; for some Zabagu
people who had come from Nyokko, and before th;-a.t fmﬁ
Zorse, moved out into this completely bush part. The
people of Zorse, which is close to Bawku, are said to
be Nankennis from Bongo, North of Zuarungu.

There is alsothscase of Sapelliga which should be
mentioned when on the subject of Binduri. Everything is
very vague now, but at some time in the past it is said
that Binduri owned Sapelliga, although the latter is
across the Volta in Tcendema. This was even mentioned
in the Di/strict Record Book many years ago, but since
Europeans have been up here Sapelliga has never followed
Binduri. Certainly in 1916 when the late Chief of
Sgpelliga was appointed at Bawku Binduri appears to have
been praesent, but it does not seem to have been of much
significance. The Chief of Binduri says that Sapelliga
used to be a Kpamberi of Binduri, but it appears as if

this may refer to the ssation of Sapelliga in Binduri
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proper which is where the family of the Chief of
Sapelligé originally ceme from. They were Goashi-Kusasis
and.mnved,té Guzongo in Sapelliga suh;division,man&
years ago, Here the people were mostly Busangas.

Later the GoasmiQKusaais moved a little to where the
Chiefs house is to-day. Whether they ewee followed

the Chief of Binduri much agein after they crossed the
river, and how the Goashi-Kusasis became the rulers
instead of the indigenous Busangas are points: that

have yet to bs cleared up.
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;t 1s said that the first Chief of Teshi
was one Asalagi, a son of Na Jia who only reigned seven
days at Nalerigu before being replaced by Kulba.
Asalagl was unpopular in Gambaga and was told to clear
out and make himself a house somewhere in Kusasi.

The inhabltants of Teshi, not counting the
liamprussi element, §re supposed to be of the same stock
as the Zebilla people.

Wlhen an old man Asalagi returned to Gambaga, but hé
was drowned when crossing the river at Zongoiri on the
way .

After A-salagi came Adakali and various others of
whom nothing is known. They were followed by Aliyeaba.

A-liyeaba sided wish the Kusasis and helped them to
defend Yuiga &gainst the Na's Chakosis who had come réund
from the East. Twice this happened and twice Aliyeaba
captured and taken to Sansane-iiango. He was delivered
up each time at the Na's request, but after the second
oceasion the Na refused to allow him to return to Teshi.

After Arazuma, the 9th Ghief/died,the Chieftainship

passed to his adopted son Akologo,whose father was one
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Aremi Memprussi, but it returned to the proper family

on Akologo's death.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,



Qambmlgu, son of Na Kulba was the first Chief.
me ;’a.nga lands were at that time bush, - He appears to
have eolleated people from Detok (Angpalaga) in Zebills
and various other places. He was himself virtually
Tindana, but he handed over the responsibility to a man
from Sakom nearby, whose femily still performs the duties
involved.

Dambungu's brother Salifu was Na of Memprussi, and
on the latter's death Dambungu returned to Gembags and
gucceeded him. But not without a strugzls.

The story is that he was opposed by another brother’
the then Chief of Kurugu, and fratricidal war was the
result. In the ensulng struggle Dambungu was supported
by the followlng people:-

Deburi, Chief of Bulkwere ( his brother)

Dauda ? Chief of iokambo

liemboda, Later made 7th Chief of Bawky but at that
time living in Bulkwere.

The Chief of Xurugu was supported by all of Na
Salifu's sons, among whom were four future Nas.

A battle took place at Bulkwere and the Chief of
Kurugu was defeated. He fled to Dagomba opuntry and

Dambungu was installed as Na.
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Ku.rugu, however, was not finished with, and before
long he brought a force which he is supposed to have
ralsed from among renegrade Dagombes, against his
brother Deburi at Bulkwere. Deburi was slain and his
body foully mutilated. Kurugu, fearful of the
aonsequences, dispersed his army and fled almost alone to
his own country. The man who actually killed Deburi is
said to have been one Ibrahim, son of Na Salifu., He
implored Na Dambungu's forgiveness, but the latter was
go furious at the way in which his brother Deburi had
been butchered ihat. he urged Deburi's son lghama to rise
up and kill Ibrahim in his turn. lshama ascordingly .
gought him out and killed him near Sakku.

In the meantime the Chief of Kurugu had been
discovered sheltering in a women's house over to the West.
He escaped, but was intercepted again near Walewale by
Dembungu's people. In the battle which followed he was
slain.

It is interesting to note that this was not the only
occasion on which certain Dagombas fouéht against the Na
of lamprussi. \lhen Beriga was coming from his town of
Bimshi to succeed his brother Na Pari at Nalerigu he was

met by one Yihgadama, son of Na Dambungu, in Gambaga.
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Yingadama wanted to be Na so engaged Beriga in
battle. I_n spite of the number of his people, however,
he was defeated, a-nd Gambaga burnt to the ground.

Yingadama was driven away and Beriga became Ha.
Soon atterwards, however, news was brought one night
that Yingadama was coming vath an army of Dagombas from .
near Gushiego, and was encamped at Jawendi inside the
Dambaga District. Na Beriga started off immediately
with a large following and attacked Yingadama at dawn.
The Dagombas were routed, and Yingadama fled Southwards,
never to be heard of again.

It should be mentioned that on both these occasions
when Dagombas wers led egainst liamprussi the expedition
took place against the orders of the Na of Yendi.

Dambungu appointed one Bakela, son of the Chief of
&lkm;re to be Chief of Tanga in his stead. But Bakela
never lived in Tanga. He merely paid occasional wisits
for the purpose of placating the fetish. He died in
Bulkwere.

It then appears that there was a long inter-regnum,
and tﬁe next man we hear of is one Atalata, a very old
man who'd been born in Tanga but who was related to

Pusiganaba, the custodien of the fetish Bungwa.
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Nothing else is known until the coming of ABDAHAMANI,
a. son of Nyembasi, Chief of Nagbo in Mamprussi, who -
arrived in Tamga/ as Chief about the same time as the
British arrived in Gambaga. He found the Kusasis hostile,
however, and soon returned to Gambaga.

About 1898 Amore, son of the lishama who had slain
Tbrahim, came from Gballa, a viLla.ge near the site of the
old telegraph station in Gambags.

He ruled until 3917 when he was. sucaeedad by

Mahama, his son, who still rules.
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Before the country we now know as Wokambo
was inhabited by Bimobas the Southern halgivhich was all
bush/ belonged naminally to Sinnebaga, while the Northern
half was occupied by the Chief of Binduri and his
Nabnambas. When all these were driven ocut by the
Bazaberimies and Chakosis this large and particularly
fertile grea also became bush. Some years later B'mobas
ceme 1n and se-ttled at. lNatenga, but it was not until just
before the arrival of Europeans that the Chief of
Wokembo proper, which is miles away to the East, migrated

with many of his people and settled at Danugu. To-day
| there are some 8000 B'mobas in the English Vokambo, not
counting many thousands in other parts of the kLandated
arca as well. The original Vokambo is in French
Territory and is still known as such. There is a Chief
who is of the same family as the one ruling here.
: Ap tirst tie Danugu people were administered by the
Britishn. This was before the Germans came along and put
their flag there, but wnen the Frontier was made (see page

28) Danugu beeame.ﬁerma.r{;'. .. Thé Chief (Dooti now) soon

returned to the real Wokambo and remained there till after
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the war. lhen tne boundary was made between sritisa

and Frenech kandated Territory and the Chief, Lari, was

separated from all those of his people living on the

pritish side. Ikor a time there was no Chief in the

British half and then early in 1923 the Chief deeided to

eross over and settled down in British Territory. He was

immediately made Chief of British Wokambo and the French

found samebody else to fill the office on their side.
Wokambo has the distinetion of having sent the first

of its Chiefs, Issaka, son of Na Atabia, back to Nalerigu
oilfer

to be Na Jia or Ne Jaringa, but it is not quite certain

which of them it was.




liuch has alceady been said about Kusenaba
in the Kusasi Legend given in Chapter 1 (see page 10)
and again in Chapter 11 (see page 18 ). There is not
much more known about him and his people to record.

One thing does seem certain, however, and that is
that at the time we first ceme into Toendema Kusansha
more nearly resembled a Chief in the rea)%meaning of the
word than any other Kusasi did.

Had we known mora about him thirty years ago and
concentrated more on his development it seems almost
possible that he might have evolved into a head Chief

Toendema
for &=colle ,1eav1ng out thae lemprussi Areas of Teshi and
Tanga perhaps. As it was, however, we found him to be
in & comperatively small way with few people, so we merely
gecepted him as a Chief and then passed on to find the
next one. Finally we hed a string of Chiefs - mostly
erstwhile Tix;x;ianas - all very pleased witj. the new
power thrust upon them, and all frantically jealous of
each other. From that day on any sort of cchesion
betwaén ‘them was impossible. Even last year, when they

were asked if they would care to elect a Tribal Chief
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from among themselves for Toendems only, instead of
joining in wath A golle and umiting with them under a
gingle leader, they refused point blank. They said
they would nnite under the Chief of Bawku or ncbody at all.
Even Kusanaba asks for nothing more than that he shall be
recognized as the seniof Chief in Toendema, even if this

gives him no authority over the others.

,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,
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Liention has already been made of how the
original settlers in Zebilla were two brothers named
Aputoba and Abiongo from Detokko in the Talansi country
(Fratra). The present Zebilla people are very vague as
to their history, but the following interesting legend,
which has many parallels in native folklore, is told fairly
consistently.

It is said that Aputoba was a great hunter and that
his s%.st.er had bemn marriage to one of a party of
travelling Liemprussis. They took her away to Gembaga

where she lived with her husband. One day many years
1gter she returned with some people to see her relatives
in Detokko. She told of a Pierce bush-cow which was
prowling about. the water-holes outside Nalerigu and
preventing the people from drawing water. Aputoba rose
up, went to Gamba.éa end killed the bush-cow. As a reward
for his good work the lNa gave him & fetish and told him
to go and £ind a good place to put it. Aputoba wandered
about until he came to some bush country in Kusasi which
he liked. He decided to settle here and called it petok,

after his old home. He had many descendants, of whom the

phesent ¢chief is one
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The Zongoiri people are Gbingbinga-Kusasis
and, as mentioned already, were found by the Gballi-
Kusasis on the lands of Knrabaga under Widinsbe, and from
whiech they were promptly driven out.

The story goes that when the Gbingbingas gét
down to Zongoiri the eountry was practically all bush
except for a small settlement of liamprussis. This
settlement appears to have been known as Bulkwere. There
was a Chief named Sebiohaba, son of the Ne, and it is
supposed his father considered him too far away from
Nalerigu, for he was called up to reside at the top of the
scarp. He did so, and built a new Bulkwere which is the
one we know to;-da.y. Before going he gave 2ll the land
to the Gbingbingas with the exception of Yibuni, where
there were some other lMemprussis residing. Their
descendants are still there, and the Tindana 1S named
Akpieri liamprussi, while his son Ambimbuni is Headman and
a follower of Zongoiri. Yibuni has about twelve
compounds onlg.

The ruling family in Zongoiri are often said to be
Talansi Frafras. This, however, is not. the case. They

arne Gbingbingas. But one of their ancestors - Atasaka by
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name' - Journeyed to Tongo in the Talansi country to
placate the great fetish in the Tong hills and invoke
its aid in begetting children by his fawourite wife who
remained barren. (On his return he brought a fetish from
Tong with him, and this came to be greatly thought of
and respected by everybody, even Talansis aoming sometimes
to placate it. It is therefore no wonder thst the Chief
is often looked upon as a Talansi hjmselfb:’natives who do
not know the story.

zZongoiri hed not produced a Chief when we arrived in
Gambega, SO one Awendi, granson of Atésaka, was appointed
to the position.

In the early days of the Administration Zongoiri was
the héme of the lioronaba, or Chief of the lioshis, who had
been driven out of ‘.‘{aga,dugh by the French. He was allowed
to stay at Zongoiri provided he swore loyalty to the
British. This he did, and many of his followers, joined
the Regiment. On the death of the lioronaba, the majority
of his people left Zongoiri and returned to French Territory

Zongoiri has sometimes been described as a Hausa town.
There is here an instance of the way in which Hausa influen-
ce has 8o often altered a name, or even changed &t

altogether, in places to which Hausas have penstrated.
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Zongoiri is not a Hausa town at all. Its proper na.me.
is Kpombaya, and as sush it is still known by many Kusasis.

The first Chief of Kpombaya was one Awendi Kusasi
who wasS appointed soon after our arrival in Gambaga.
His father was named Zongbweogo which means"Hausa'.
Following a very usual custom when several children in a
family have died previously a new beBly is often given some
exotic name in the hope that this will protect it from
the sickness that carried off the others. This was dons
in the case of Zongbweogo. He escaped the sickness, and
in time became aboﬁt the most important man in Kpombaya.
He used to trade corn with the Mamprussis and they came
to speak of Kpombays as Zongbweiri, which means "The Hausa's
house."

Zongbweiri is usually pronounced Zongoiri by
Europeans, and so 1t has come to be written in the maps.

In the 2931 Census there were only 9 Hausas in the
wholeA of the Zongoiri Sub-Division which has a population
of over 5000.

A better example of Hausa influence changing a neme
ig perhaps that given by Withersgill in his booklet. '_'Tha

Moshl Tribe". There it is said that the lioshi town of

Tinga Kurgu, i.e. "0ld town" was turned by the Hausas

~
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into Tankurku. Incidentally duropeans have corrupted it

still further inte Tenkudugu.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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WIDINABA

N S RO A

As mentionad in the Kusasi legend (see page 10)

Wwidinaba was ona of the earliest homes of the Kusasis who
erossed the hills and came into what i1s now British
Territory. The Ghingbingas were thewfirst end then the
Salansansi came over from Kolsablaga with the Gballis
and drove them out. | VWhen the Salansaensi (the original
Kusasis) and the Gballis broke up into faotions, and
dispersed to various places, some of the Gballis remained
behind, and it is their descendants who form the greater
part of the Widinaba population to-day.

It seems propable that the Bimbas, who came in much
later, stayed for a time in Widinaba before passing en

down to their home in Binaba.
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The people of Tili are Gballi - Kusasis and

therefore the same as the inhabitants of Widinaba and
the Lamboya section of Zebilla(see pege 12).
They do not own. their land, however, for this belongs
to the remnants of the Gumbo people, most of whom migmated
to Agolle after family quarrels more than a hundred years
ago. The ruling family at Tili is Gballi and the Chief
now lives on friendly terms with the Gumbo Tindana, though
this was not always the ocase.

The first Chief was Akulbila, made soon after the

British arrived.

,,,,,,,,



The Bimba;-IIusa.sis, wno inhabit Binaba, came
from Biengu, near Zawgo, and are much the same as the
Zawga people. They came fakirly recently and settled at
a place called Dagbanga which was then inhabited by some
Nemprussis (see pageqq).

Whether they drove the Mamprussi settlement out, or
whether the liamprussis cle‘ared out on their own account
is not certain, but go they did for some reason or other.

The Chief of Binaba has rigen from a comparatively
unimportant person to a position of some importance.

Before the Administration took over there was only
a handful of people at Binagba and they had no Chief.
Then Zongoiri seems to have stepped in when he became
a Chief, and he appointed one Abuguri to be Headman of
Binaba. Later there were arguments as to whether Binaba
was to belong to Kusanaba or Zongoiri, but on the 16th
lay, $906 it was declared independent of both.  About
this time Abuguri paid a visit to the Na, after which Ae

was recognbzed as & Chief instead of a Headman.
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The Kugri people ere probably the most

interesting in the country of Kusasi. lMany years ago
the Kugri lands belonged nominally to Binduri, and up to
the time the Chakosis caused Arazubi, Chief of Binduri,
to leave h;alagé.; there were a few Nabnamba-Kusasis living
there. When Arazubl moved to Gumshe, however, the
Kugris 8dso appear to have fled for safety from Kugri to
Yuiga in the Upper Volta, stopping for a short time at
Yeragungu in Bawku on the way.

Later when Semida was Chief and living at Tangsia
the Nabnambas ceme back and settled for a short iime period
at Tampielim in Bawku and then went on to what is now
Binduri. #hile there, one of them appears to have bought
a slave from some passing traders. The slave was named
Asunka and was also of the Nebnamba tribe, having been
gzught in the Frafra eountry by the Bazaberimies and sold
to the traders who had intended taking him to Salaga.

Asunka was apparently a man of some character, and
when the next Chief Winyam came and settled at Binduri he
received him as a gift from his owner. Asunka soon

beceme & great favourite with the Chief and was apparently
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of some aonsequence in Binduri.

At, this time gugri was was s till deserted, and

Winyam decided to put Asunka down there for the purpose

i
of collecting another toll - in addition to the one he
hiﬁselﬁ alreédy took at Binduri ~ from all travellers
proceeding to Sinnebaga and Gambaga. This toll was taken
as a matter of course by Bawku, Binduri and Sinnebaga, and
corresponded to the well-known "fito" in the Hausa States
which was a tex that had to be paid by everybody on leaving
a country. The Moshi word for "fito" is "ferago" and
Asunka came to be known as Feragonaba i.e. Sarkin Fito, or
the Chief of tolls.

It was not lﬁng before Fersgonaba attrattdd a great
meny of his Nabnambs relatives from Binduri, and by the
time he died, and his son Agure sudceeded him the Kugri
people were more or less independent of Binduri and
collecting the"Fegago" on their own account.

In 1895 the Kugris fought and routed the troops of the

Na of Mamprussi. The casus belll, as so usual, was a

geries of "woman palavers' between Mahama, the acting

Chief of Bawku and Agure, the new Chief in Kugri.

puring one of those palavers Yakubu Mamprussi, brother

of Mghams and also of the present Chief Abuguri, was
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proceeding vig Kugri With some cattle and sheep which
he proposed to sell in Gambaga. He was refused”passage
until the woman concerned was brought from Bawku and
delivered safely to Agure.

Not long after there was more trouble between Bawku
end Kugri, and when Lishams gave out that he was now ready
to go to Gambaga to be made Chief by the Na the Binduri
people warned hlm that Aggre was making preparations to
hold him up on thie road.

Yakubu, his brother, was therefore sent secretly by
Wokambo to the Na (Beriga) to inform him of Agure's
intentions and to ask if perhaps the Na would agree to
gend representatives to Bawku to install liahama as Chief
on the SpOt, instead of the latter having to proceed to
Gambaga for the aceremony. The Ne refused and sent
Yakubu back to say that he proposed to send an army against
the Kugris and annthilate them.

40n hearing of the Na's intehtions the Kugris sent two
men - Daramani and Acheriga - to the Limam of Gambaga
with two sheep and 20 ;O0.0 cowries, and begged him to

intercede with the Na on their behalf. The Na rafused to

treat and captured both the messengers. Daramani he sold

for gunpowder; but Acheriga escaped and brought back to
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Kugri news of the coming war.

After a short stay in Gambaga Yakubu returned to
Bawku and the day after his arrival the Na's Suns were
heard in Kugri, twenty miles away.

liehema the acting Chief, started off for Kugri with
twelve horses to see the slaughter of the Kugris. But on
arrival in Binduri what was his astonishment to hear that
the lMemprussis had suffered enormous losses and were being
driven back to Gembaga by the men of Kugri. News had
been brought tb the effeat that Agure proposed to advance
on Binduri and Bawku when he returna%rom harrying the
Memprussis. Gambils was Chief of Binduri and h; decided
to withdraw on Bawku with Liahama.

A few days later, however, the people of Tangsia,
Poyamiri, Gumyokko, Kado, and one or two other sections
under Binduri came and begged Gambilla to return, saying
that they wished to heve no dealinga with Kugri and would
stand by him if Aggre IR really did come. Gambila
therefore returned to Binduri, and Agure appears to hzve
decided to rest on his laurels, for he made no advance
against him.

The Na's army was commanded by one akeso, Chief

buteher in Gambaga, and it is sald that he brought. 460 guns
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and 50 horses.

ﬁle story goes that the Kugris left their houses
full of peto, but no water anywhere, and retired into
hiding up on the hill where ghe Rest House now stands,

A few remaindd in the village, including an old patriarch
with a long beard named Agbanabawindi who was a Stranger.
They were all killed by the liamprussis who thought
Agbanabawindi was Agure himself. They then started to
drink the peto, and in due course the Kugris, who had by
now been reinforced by people from Binduri,Zabagu, Zorse,
Tampielim, and other places, desecended upon them and killed
great numbers. The enemy fled, and were followed es far
as the Mozago river, where people from as far away as
Zebilla arrived in time to assist in giving them the ooup
de gra.cé.

Na Beriga was enraged at the defeat and started
preparations for the complete subjugation of Agolle the
following dry season. He proposed to bring Chakosis from
Sansane-liango and to ask the Na of Yendi to assist him with

his Dagombas, as they had done in the past during the reign

of Na Kulba.

puring the rainy sea.&on; howsver, the Europeans

arrived in Gembaga end the Ha was deprived of an
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opportunity of taking his revenge.

For very many years after this the Kugri people
rejoiced in the fact that they had never been conguered
by the Mamprussis. They are still proud of it, but
they have very diffesent feelings for lamprussi now-a-days,
and the present Chief Asana, a son of Agure, came recently
to the Chief of Bawku to be confirmed as a Chief according
to Mamprussi custom,

Kugri was declared independent of Binduri in 1910.
In 1912 it was visited by #%e Gavernor Thorburn, who Was
accampanied by the Na of kiamprussi (Na Wibiga).

A most interesting entry was made in the Distriat
Record Book on July 10th, 1914 by the District Commissioner.
I{, runs as follows:-

"Cchief said he had heard that the Germans were
Nzoing to take this country. He expressed great
Td4isinelination to be under Germen rule and affirmed
fithat he would personally lead all his people againsi

" them in such an event."

-~ -~
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Lhe nistory of Pusiga has been related, mostly

in Chapter V1.
Now-a-days Pusiga Sub-Division is receiving a constant
flow of immigrants from French Territory, largely Yangad
and Busangas, the result being @hat less than half the
total population is Kusasi.

pusiga itself, from the usual collection of scattered
compounds, is Qecoming quite a village, consisting largely

of Hauses.
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TEMPANE, SAPELLIGA, BUGURI, KAGBIRT

*
e e e frer e s e Pl 5 2 pan

ille abave four Sub-Divigions have already
been discussed under Binduri in this Chapter. All of
them, with the exception of Sapelliga are in the lMandated
Area.. The Kusasis in both Sapelliga and Buguri form
censiderably less than half t.hafpopulation, owing to ths

steady influx of Busangas, B'mobas, Moshis and Fulanis.

;;;;;;;;;;;;;



The land on which the Timoni paople live is
said to have at one time formed part of the Mamprussi
Sub-Division Tanga. But the Chiefs of Tanga were always
so effete, until Europeans came and established them &
bit more firmly, that ths people of Timoni do not ever
seem to have paid much attention to them.

The original inhabltsnts, like those of Tanga, say
they came from Detok in Zebilla, so are probably of
Talangl descent. Previous to this, howsver, they say
that they were in Sawurugu near Bansi in Binduri. But thi
geems doubtful.

Sometime at the beginning og the present century, or
possibly earlier, a man named Alubandi settled in Timoni.
Alubandi was the son of one Alwoh, whose father was named
Hauya, & Kassena who came from Janoge in Kassana. country
t0 Peregu in Teshi.

Afer he'd been in Timoni a few years Alubapdi seems
to have got h.;t.mseli eleated Headman at the iimm house of
one Ajilibe Eusasi. In March 1909 Timoni was declared
independent of Tanga and since then Alubendi has been

known as Chief.
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A year or so after this a man named Awindi'whose
father had beexi‘,\‘l'inda.na of Timoni claimed that he should
be Chief instead of the stranger Alubandi. He was told that
either he or his son should succeed Alubandi when he died.
In the meantime they were to leave Timoni. Alubandi
;t.ill' lives and Awindi is dead. But his sons still live
in Binduri, and presumably when Alubandi dies the promise

made in the past concerning his suscessor will be fulfilled
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GUILBONABA AND KALENSINABA.

These two interesting personalitiss of the
past have been referred to already in Chapter 11.

Tnelr storles up to a point are interwoven, so it will
ne more convenient to consider them together .

I.oﬁg before the llamprussi Chiefs that we know now in
Azolle came, and before the Bimbas had coms to Agolle, and
even perhaps before the other Kusasi clens came down from
#idinaba, theae were living at Bolya in Binaba some
liamprussis who had come from Gambaga. Boiya was then
known a8 Gumbo and the leader of these liamprussis was
Gumbonaba. A short distanee away at Dagbanga (near the
present Rest House of Binaba) Gupbonaba had some relatives.
One of them had a daughter who married a Etﬁsasi named, Aram
from Biengu (near Zawga in French Territofy}. Aram had
2 son by her who was named Agbida. This youth was always
being bullied and illtreated on sccount of his Lamprussi
mother. Apparently his mother's people were related Lo
the Na, and when the latter heard how the boy was bein:
treated he sent people to fetch him to Gambaga. Here the

boy spent sometime, and then the la made z fetish for him

_ &nd sent him back with it to Biengu. He said that it wiuld
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proteat him from the people, and, owing to its powsr to
bring either good or bad fortune to the people, according '
to his instructions, would in time oome to be greatly
respeated by everybody. Agbida came home and was known
as Kalensinaba.

When Agbida died nobody succesded him as custodian}
of the fetish for a long time. Finally his grandson
A-dita took on the job and he seems to ha.ve. gained -
considerable respect throughout most of the Northern part
of Toendema. {hether it was before his time or after that
the Kusasis spread over Toendema is not lknown.

All that seems to be known is that at some remote
period there was Gumbonaba functioning as a great fetish
man in Bolya and KalenSinaba functioning in the~same way
at Biengu. The latter was the junior of the two.

Then we came to the time when & Gumbonaba named
Zam@ died end his relatives fought over the suceession .
There were two main parties, and finally that to which the
genior members of the family belonged moved to Xasongo
in Zebilla. The younger branch stayed at Boiya and one
Amogg became the Naba. He died a few days after returning
trom Nalerigu and then his elder brother Asayidiga, who was

in Kasongo, got himself made Naba. He moved over to
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Yorugu, near the Wnite Volta, and settled down there. He
was suceeeded ther¢by one Lalungu. During the latter's
day, however; there were more family quarrels and Lalungu's
brother Abangada left Yorugu, crossed over into Agolle,
and settled at Mogonori to the North of Bawku.

After Lalungu's death nobody succeeded for a number of
yeers, but one day a sorcerer indicated to shangada's son
Atelangu, who was living in llogonori, that he was the new
Naba. He went to Nalerigu, was made Naba, and returned to
mogonori. Later on a marauding band of Chakosis drove
Atelangu and his people to Yeragungu, vihere he himself,
his wife and child, were all killed. The Nabaship
lapsed again for many years, and this was during the period
when Seteem was Chief of Bawku, i.e. roundabout 1800, or
a little later.

Later, when Bako was Chief of Bawku, Azoah became
Gumbonabe, and returned to Mogonori again where he and his
descendants have lived ever sinece. After Azoah came
Azoteba; Abelimburi and the present man Abuguri.

As can be easily understood Gumbonaba is to-day rather
a nonentity. He is just a Kpamberi under the Chief of

Bawku, not even a Sub-Divisional Chief, and there are only
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a few old people to-day who know that nearly two eenturges
ggo Gumbonaba was perhaps the most important man in
Toendemnsa..

The Gumbo people now retaln none of their Mamprussi
charasteristics at all. They've forgotten the languags
and have adopted all the Kusasi customs. This is evem
more than the present six lamprussi Chiefs have done. The
remnants of the junior branch of the family still live
near Boiya Ené own some land, ineluding that of Tili.

To return to Kalensinaba. It seems more than
probable that after Gumbonabs ceased to function properly
the fame of Kalensinaba's fetish spread further South, and
the Bimbas, having come from Riengu, his :own town, would

doubtless have continued to placate it.

What happened to Kalensinaba when the French took all
that part of the country is somewhat vaguse, and there 18
no account of him at all in the local Disirict Records.
There is an old man who says he is Kalensingba living now,
;nd who crodsed over into British Territory a few years
ago. He is named Atiga and says his brother Alumpagi was
Kalensinaba béiore him, though they both beleng to a junior
branch of the old ruling family. He says his father was

nade Chief of Blengu by the French and that later they




103 - 4

PR



UV

APPLUDIK 4

GHLEFS AND SUB~CHIEKS (KPAL 3|:Rl

SOy

U KUSASL D.Lbe.LL«l‘

MAI.&*RUSS% Bawku Iribal Chief.
Sinnebaga
Binduri
Teshi
Tanga
\jokamba - (handated Area)

WAMPRUSSI

~ -

DRSS W W % NS N NS

Kusanaba

Zgbilla

Zongoiri

i{idinaba

Tili

Binaba

Kugri

Pusiga - (iiandated Area,
Tempane : do
Sapelliga g
Buguri e~ difel 6
Kagbiri do-
Kassena Timoni

Nyokko
Kuka

£

(A

UB-DN.LSLONAL.
: cmwa

AT A A e T e A

KUSAST

)

) A | S TN T AN NN e e g e
)
O TR Sy i 1o B A A

Sabu (Buluguj

uigiga BT =

Zebagu | SrhunkRL.
Gumbo *

\

Ly T
DAL o y  WEOKOED
; ; §

\

o o R G S VP N

réragungu

* (sea under Gumbo and Kalansinaba on Fogd 9y for




105.

Gumyokko {
: Zure + ek e :

+ Zure is called a Kpamberi but he is really only so in
name, for he controls.a tiny area only.

LANPRISSs S0ngo SINNEBAGE KPAMBERT .
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AVPENDIX B.
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LANS GONCERNING SUCCESSIO!

S GONCERNING SUCCESSION T¢ LALPRIS
CHLARTALNSITRS 4S REGURDAD 57 pammussl
; S IN THE HUSASL DISIRIGH 2
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Rule-1.
e-1 On the death of g Chief he is followed

by the eldest man surving who is son of a previous Chief
;f this is not bis own brother it could only be his cousin
Eor any uncles he may have had would have occupied the

stool already, even though they were younger than he.
(see next rule.)

Rule-11. After his eousins(if any) and brothsrs
(if any) he is succeeded by his brotherfs sons in order of
geniority - if his brothers had reigned - or even by his
own son if the latter was the senior of them all.(see how
lMombada's own son liahama, became Chief &f Bawku instead of
Pamali, son of his elder brother Bako)

In no circumstances could a brother be passed over
in favour of & son or nephew even if the son or nephew
was older then the brother. (see how well it is
recognized that Bawa, brother of Abuguri the present Chief
of Bawku is senior to his hephew Nambie, son of Zongbweogo,

although Nambie is an older man than he.)
The following extracts from the genealogical trees

of the Chief of Bawku, the Na, and Chief of Binduri help

to illustrate these two rules.
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WKU o

De ma.hima(Seteem)

I I i
Nakyimnaba Pamali Bmahama ngng—w.Alegurl.Haruna Ya.kubuBa.wa,
Weogo

l
Amandi Nambie (older than Bawa, his
-unale, but JUDiOI' in rank

When Jiambodg died his brother Bako's son Nakyimngba
was the heir but he died just before being enstooled.
Pamali, Nakyimnsba's young brother, was younger than
iahama who therefore took Nekyimnaba's place, and
sucoeeded Mamboda, his own father, lishama was followed
by his brother Zongbweogo.

on Zongbweogo's death Pamali should have succeeded
before Zobgbweogo's brother Abuguri as Pamali, though
younger than Zongbweogo was older then Abuguri. However,
Pamali pre'deceased Zongbweogo, as Abuguri succeedad.

{n this particular case, however, it is generally
held that Pamalil would have beem turned down b&' the Na
even if he had been alive, because it is said that on one
ocoasion Pamali committed an indiscretion with the Na?s
wife, Still that does not alter the rule, and all agree
in stating that had Pamall not offended the Na, and lived

long enough, he would have been Chief before Abuguri.



Similarly, according to this reckonong the next iNa of
hamprussi should be the Chief of Paragu if he is older
than Wuni, for he bears the same rélationship to ljuni
as Pamali did to Abuguri. This is illustrated below

by the extract from the Na's genealogical tress-

il
.......... 1
20 .Na Yu?gu(Dawura)Zt .lia Earl(Ylmbashl) 22.Beriga.24.Zore

. 1
SHMRA NIRRT i
23 Slg;lrl bhlci of : L
(Sulamani) Paragu i
i
1
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, TG 1 5 = I 1 7 T

26.1la n’afo ( ishama ) Wuni wahama  [ssa  Adam

nmo UR.L S LRk,

Na T?.mpouri
i Yes¥a
Zr Ara{ubi

S ],
4 6.Asigiri
p) wlnyzim l{f

........ % o e T T e Tl
uamblla.. .erimlya ~ Azabo H.nomdovo Aydmdogo Danaba.
Wk

9.8alifu 10.Nykema
In the case of Nos. 9. and 10, Salifu and Nykema, it

will be seen that the rules were broken and it was only

e 4. % ! .
: j fn 1929 that the rightful man Abindogo got the stool.

" yis ~ider brother Azabo is almost blind so was excluded.
“’L‘"‘ 3



rule-111 ., iny one of the folloﬁing dis&'oilit:';e;"
nay exclude the rightfu;.heir, in which case the stool
passes to the next man, or even furgher than that if
necessary:-
(1) Blindness or loss of one eye.
iii) Leprosy.
(iii) Wadness.
(iv) Finger or toe missing.
(v) Deformity.
(Ang - other disfigurement is apparently nop a sufficient
cause for rejestion.)

- (vi) Bad charecter or perhaps even incompetency.
(vii) Left-handedness.
(viii) Behaviour discreditable to a member of the Chief's
family e.g. continual drunkenness or excessive eonsorting

e with the common people.

~ Rule-1v. 'The real heir may rencunce his rights of his

own free will for any reason if he so wishes, but once + :i
' A ' .v él‘
he has done this he can never claim the stool on a tyﬁhré“

occasion

ne G- LA i

-
v
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