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It is with some trepidation that I let this 

small work leave my handa at all, for I know that it is 

very inoomplete, and no doubt full of inacouracies. 

However, if it servea a useful purpose, by providing 6 

foundatlon upon which more oapable people. than I oan 

gradually build up the true facts I shall feel that the 

hours spent upon ~t were not altogether wasted. 

With the ~":ueption of one or two facta taken frOII1. 

the Di atriot Reoord Book, nearly everything from start 

to finish has been told me by the old man and the Chiefs. 

OWing to the amount of Hausa that is spoken in the District 

I was able to gather a great deal of my information Vlith-

out the aid of an interpreter. 

1iY thanks al"e due to many of the Chiefs for the 

ass1st~1a.e I'lhioh they have given me . but espeoially to 

YakUbu Mamprussi, brother of the Chief of Bawku. 

The wordltSeotion" has been used throughout instead 

~ 

of "Village" ~s being"appropriate in a oountry where a 

small village usaally covers many SCJ.\.I&'6 miles of oountry. 

With about three exoeptions there 1s no part \'bere one can 

see houses olustered together in the form of a townShip . 

lhey are scattered all over the oountryside at irre&ular 

interva.ls. , ./ 



That part of the Kusasi Tribe whioh 

Ii ves in mglish Terri tory ocCupies the fertile 

lands which lie North of the Gambaga Scarp and 

East of the Had Volta. Unlike some of their 

neighbours furtb0r ,'{est they are blessed Ivith an 

ample food supply, while their oattle are 

oonsidered among the best in the country. 

The area these people inhabit is blOwn as the 

Kusasi District, though aotually now-a-days, 

owing mostly to immigration from French Country, 

the Kusasis only form about two thirds of the 

total popUlation and even many of theseare only 

Kusasis in name. ill some densely populated 

sections there are no Kusasls at all. 

The prinCipal town and Administrative Headquarters 

is Bawku, but it is common to refer to the whole 

District by that name. A corruption of the 

kamprussi vlOrd flBOm ll it means a "HOLE II or 

II lJ.8.PR~.3':;IONlI, and this is what the country looks 

like lihen viewed from the top of the Gambaga 

Scarp in J.:amprussi. 

ACtually, llo.iever, the land slopes steadily 
I' 

up,lards 



ii. 

upwards from the foot of the Soarp, until at 

Bawku itself one is 1.300 ft. above sea-level, or 

practioally as high as the Soarp. 

The District is bisected by the White Volta, 

and, a.s a.lready mentioned, the Red Volta forms 

the w.est boundary. 

The land between the two rivers is knOl'lll 

locally as TOEllD~, while that to the East of 

the White Volta. is termed AGOLLE, after a. looal 

fetish hill near Bawku. 

Toendema is the part where we find the real 

Kusasis in greatest nmnbers. Before migrating 

southwards they had been oonoentrated for many 

years round Yuiga, Zawga and Biengu, whioh 
v v ....... 

places are just north of the present Anglo-Frenoh 

boundary. They are still thiokly populated by 

Kusasis. It is mostly the Zawga and Biengu 

people whom we know in Toendema, the few real 

Kusa.sis of long stamding in Agolle having oome 

from Yuiga. '-""'- '2 Ov---' '\ " 

~ Apa.rt from the more recent influenoe of 

Moshi, Busanga., B I moba and others Agolle was 

originally largely inhabited by Nabnambas, who 

trace 
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trace tnail' origin to the Frafre. oountry. ~ 

The lUa.mprussi Chiefs oame in from Gambaga, 

bringing many people with them., among whom the 

~bas were perha]2..s the _ mo~ numerous. They are 

~ kamprussi origin., but are supposed to belong to 

the Dagbondurisi group. who are rather more primitive 

than other hlamprussis, and great eaters of dogs-meat .• 

They are now very numerous indeed, but both the 

N~ and liarambas regard themselves as Kusasis, 

as also do the B~hls, who oame with the first 

Chief: of Binduri from Mampruss1. the Goashis who - ---
sa::! they fell down from the sky in a tornado, and 

:;,Y_'_ 'c" !)'/\ / the Pusig;a people who are alleged to have desoended 
• fIt' C\'-, 

I' t ..... , ,'-. .l,t 
',\~: . t \' · ,,·) '.t)..U\ from above by a rope ladder • . 

SUch being the oondi tiona it is no wonder that 

the aharaoteristios of the people in the two halves 

of the Distriot vary oonsiderably. 

The people of Yuiga, Zawga, Biengu and Toendema 

are all very similar, but the Agolle people are 

notioeably differant in maDf small w~s~ 

~_the_ old days every village was at. enmity 

with its aeighbours, and the idea of anybo~ orossing 
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~ossing from Toendema to Agolla~ or vice versa, 

was almost unheard of. 

Busangaa to ihELPorth and Bazaberimies. to 

~h~ e_a~ consider~d all of them fair sport.. for 

~eriodical raids, and the Kusasis generally seem 

'tto have come of! 'Korat in the enoounters. 

'l:he country was never ravaged, however, by 

the sla,ver-raider Barbatu, who appears to have 

oanfine:d his attention. to the people further West. 

Tile last fighting on any s.cale which took 

place was in about 1.895 when the people. of Kugr1 

insulted the Na of Mamprussi and refused to make 

amends. 

The Na (~eriga) sent an army against them, 

but it was defeated and driven back to Gambaga by 

the Kugris., ~o received help from many Kuaasi 

clans against the common foe. The Na was 

preparing to send a larger force when the opportune 

arrival of the Whiteman in Gambage. made further 

hostilities imposs.ible. 

It was not until t·909 that Ba'Kku Station was 

first establ1shed by » Lieut .. F.'I1.F.Jackson. 

~ 
(NOW M;Ljor F.I'I.F.Jackson C..li.G •• O.s..O.,C.C.N.T.) 
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On the. outbre('l,k of the war. the District 

CommisSioner, the Detachment, and all offioials 

withdrew to Gambaga Oth AUf,'USt, 19t-4). But it 

was found neoessary to reopen the atation again 

in Deoember, and at a grea.t gathering on 5th 

Deoember in Bawku. the Chiefs and Headmen expressed 

th~ir grat1f~oation. at the Gov~rnment' s. aotion. 

Later the station waS closed again, but it was 

reopened on 3td. October, i9t.6. 

In the wears, of peace that have followed our 

occupation of Gambaga the popUlation of the 

Kusaai Dist1'1ct has increased eL Jrmously, and, 

with the fear of raids by Bazaberimies and 

Bus.angas no lqnger ever present, the people have 

been able to $pread much further afield, so that 

miles. of aountrw which was uninhabited thirty or 

forty yeara ~o is now dotted all over with 

oompounds • 

. Toendema and !galle ere reconciled to each 

other, and the Chiefs of both ere united. under 

a single leader- the Chief of Bawku. 

So far as. !golle is. ooncerned m.uoh of Bawku 

is. now: inhabited by Busangas, Pusiga is, full of 

,/ Yangas 



vi. 

Yangas. and Ilokambo is oomposed largely of B'mobas. 

\Vha.t with these newoomera spreading themselvea 

every where.. in addition to the earlier penetration 

ot Nabnambas, Narambas, and others. already 

mentioned,~beoomes obvious that there is. 

diffioulty in finding a typioal Kusasi in !golle 

at all, if one disooun~s the recent immtgrante 

from Toendema,who in the last tan years have 

crossed the Volta in great numbers.. 



CHAPTER 1 

HISTORICAL. 

When writing ot the Kusasis one has to 

remember that the name Kusasi is really ~ry vague when. 

referring to the people otAgolle., and not alw8¥s Gorraot. 

even in the. case ot Toendema. For it is constantly used 
nor 

to include people who arevtrue. Kusas1s at all. ~e. tribe 

was originally Clutts small, and it 1s only in comparatively 

recent years that a large population has grown up 

consisting of people known as Kusasis . Actually a. very 

large proportion ot these people are the dascehdants of 

unions between Kusasis and imported Slaves, male and tamale' 

Others are the descendants ot Moshi, Grunshi and 

B'moba ~ants (to mention a few only) who have Gome in 

:, .Q bA cl 
at dii'terent times in such of better lands than their own, 

and who for generations have intemarried with the Kusasis .. 

Strangely eQough ;i.t was during the raids of Barbatu and 

his predece$sors. ~opg the Kassana, Builsa. and Sissala 

tr1bes that the Kusasis pro~pered ~ost in the matter of 

alaves. 

Though they had attacked frGlDl the East in earlier 

da¥s. tha Bazaberimies never crossed the !ted Volta from the 

I 0 
II 
~ 

'V 



\~t '~o the tew Kusasi£ dotte~ about the place live~ in 

comparative peace, when they were not tigb.t~ e.ithe1r amon~ 

thems.elves or with their neighbours to the North. 

At. that time. grea.t oaravans of Hause. and Moshi tradal'S 

used to make theil' way down to Sa.l~a I and they were in the 

habit. at stay~ a month or so at Tenlrudugu to break the 

journey. From there horses and !ine gOWIl& used to be sent 

over to the Bazaberimie. leader under a strong escort 

provided by the Busanga Chiet of Tenkuclugu.. Slaves would 

be ~ven in exchange and brought back to Tenkudugu. The. 

Caravan owning them used them to prooeed on down to Bawkti I 

where Kusasis. living under the ~l'otection of the Mamprussi 

C!!-let _ot BawlPl used to oome in and buy maDY of the slaves 

tor oattle and oowries.. One good male slave was worth 

four eowa and a temale five. The. people of Binduri used 

to do the sam.e in a small way- as the Caravan passed through, 

but the people ot Sinnebaga were. in those days. too tew in 

number,aoJtoo poor in eat.tle, to go in tor slavea much. 

The Caravan's. nen stopping place was Gantbaga, where man: 

more slaves were dispos6,d ot, and then the long journey to 

Sala,ga was commenoed. 3alaga was the slave market par 

exoellenoe. and here the Ashantis. used to bring. their kola 
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and English oloths with which to purchase them. 

The ohildren of the slaves bought by the Kusasis were 

invariably absorbed into the tribe and known as Kusasis, 

and by the third generation they would all bear Kusas1 

faoia.l marktngs. 

It is not difficult to obtain oorroboration for the 

above statement. At Zabugu, some four miles south of 

Bawku, there was until fairly recently a man oalled 

Agbenga Kusasi who bought a Busanga named Akorli . This 

Slave had many children by Kusasi women and many of them 

are still alive. They have Busanga markings but oall 

themselves Kusasis, whi,le their own children, besides 

oalling themselves Kusasi, have aotually got Kusas1 

markings. Even the CI;lief of Timoni, who has been entered 

in the Chiefs I List for year's as a Kusasi, is really of 

Kassena origin, for his grandfather Hauya. came from 

Janogo in the Kassena oountry and settled at Peregu in 

Teshi. 

Thus the Kusasi population, as we know it to-day, 

has grown out of a. heterogenous orowd of people. Indeed 

though the tribe is still fairly pure in Toendema., it is 
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hardly an exaggeration to say that among the 54,OOO~ 

so-called Kusasis in !golle it is the exoeptiQn rather 

than the rule to meet a full-blooded one. 
,,~ 

Millefore the time of the Bazaberimies in the Grunshi 

v I 

oountry, when Mahama. (Seteem) was Chief of Bawkl,l. (about 1820) 
/' 

/ 
i?the town of Bawku had about five large oompounds. 

~ ---? 
~I 

Certainly he had a few followers in the sections of Zorse, 

Ysragungu, Tampielim, Pwa.lagu.' Palweyga, Sapelliga, Nyokko, 

Bawkuzua, and perhaps one or two others, but the rest of 

the present-day seotions were bush. 

Binduri, whioh in those days extended muoh further 

west and south than it does now, was almost worse of', for 

the Chakosis had raided the inhabitants and many of them 

had fled to Yuiga. The. llamprussi Chief of Binduri stopped 

with some of them at Tangsia, but it was only after the . 

death of Chief Sanida tihat many of the refugees returned 

from. Yuiga. and settled at what is now known a.s Bindurl, 

where they were later ~oined by the new Chief w.1nyam. 

As recently as 35 years ago Sinnebaga. was a village 

olose by the Morago rtver with five aompounds. The Chief 

had a few people in the bush as well J e.g. at potwia but 
• 

oI,jWhen speaking of .Agolle ' the Mandated portion of the 
.Distriot 18 Inoluded unless otherwise stated. 
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but his inUuenoe did not extend far. and his so-called 

sub-chie! of ~ongo had only three large compounds over 

which he could claim to rule. 

Bawku, Sinnebaga and Binduri are three of :'-five 

hlamprussi Chiefs living among the Kusaais, and more will 

be said about them later on. 

Similar conditions to those stated above existed in 

other parts of Kusasi country forty or fifty years ago. 

Kugri and Binaba were practically uniohabited. 

\YUh the exoeption of a few B t mobas in Wokambo the 

vlhole of the Mandated Area was a. wilderness wUhin living 

memory and even to-day the name for this part is Tempenga., 7 

meaning bush. 

Even the placaters of the great fetish Bungwa at 

Pusiga. nine miles east of Bawku in the 11andated Area, and 

burial place of the first mown Na. of hlamprussi and 

Dagomba, lived in Saraboga close to Bawku. 

Originally the people of Dagbon had spent some time 

at Pusiga, but after the death of Bungwa. (Gbewa in Dagomba.) 

they appear to have wa.ued with the Grumas and passed on to 

*rhere are siX now including W'okambo but in those days 
.the Chief of Wokambo lived away to the East in the proper 
B'moba oountry. 
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hlampuruga near Sansane-ihango 

The remains ,of little mosques, have been seen at 

PWiiga by people still ' living, but now, with the enormous 

growth of population, these have all been swept aw~. 

Perhaps they were built by Mohamedan followers of Bungwa. 

As just explained the real Kusasis were never very, 

numerous. Yet few as they were thei were originally 

divided into many small clana, eaoh more or less distinot 

from the others, and each possessing its o\'l!l name. Thus 

there were the Bimbas, the Gbingbingas, and the Gballis, 

to mention some of the more important ones only. Later 

they became mown oolleotively as Kusasis, and now there 

has been So gr~lat deal of intermarriage between the 

different groups. 

The Kusasis are only one of many peoples who went 

Dhrough this prooess of evolution. The Zulus, for 

instance, did just the same, but they advanoed a step 

further than the Kusasis ever did by finding a leader who 

united them into a single unit. Oooasionally the Kusasis 

appear to have formed themselves into eo loose sort of 

-,i oonfederation for the purpose of resisting the oomrnon foe, 

but beyond that Wherdeipendenoe did not exist. 
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11' 0D:a asks a Kusasi where his ~randfathersoame trom 

he will probably reply that as he was'nt there to see he 

really does'nt .know. If he ~athers what one is dr1~ 

at. however. he ~ Sa:;{ they oame trom Zaw~. B1~ or 

'{~a. rt be belongs to the Nabnamba-Kusasl. olan he may 

sas that be. baa never heard ot any home other than the 

present one. thoUih should he be a bit more intelligent 

he will probably admit that his people were originally 

J:Iabdams from Nangodi in the Erafra. country. Some sas 

they carae from Gambaga. e.g. the Naramba-Kusaa1s J and the 

people of Gumbo. Kwatiga (under Wokambo). and Potw1a 

(under Sinnebaga). But if one makes careful inquiry 

'"lien told this it generally transpires that their forebears 

were 14amprussis who settled down in Kusaai and took KUMS! 

wives. 

AS already described the new-comers adopted the 

oustoms ot the oountry and after a generation or two their 

desoendants became Kusasis to all intents and purposes. 

It is most unlik~ly that the real Kusasis were ever :Ln 

Gamb~ at all. The Goashi-Kusasis and the people Jt 

PUs~J as mentioned in the introduotion, Will tell fairy 

stories about their celestial or~. 
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In the majority of cases, however, if one presses 

them to cast their minds still further baok the Kusasis 

will say that they have heard that in the dim past their 

anoestors oame from far aw~ to the, East. 

~ the moshi History written by J .Witheragill, whiah 

oonsists of a colleotion of Rausa manusaripts. a story is 

told oonoerning e. certain liia18lll Gada. the origin of the 

Kusasis. end the meaning of their nama. I do not propose 

to 'luery the authentioity of i this typiOal Rausa yarn. but 
I 

it will be suffioient to say' that exhaustive en~ies have 

failed to lead to the sligbtest bit of corroboration. 

Regarding the statement to the effect that the Kusasis 

bear a kind of Zamfar~ faoial mark this is 'luite inoorreot, 

and is evidently prompted by the faot that eVeJl sinc~ the 

advent of Europeans. Kusan children in growing numbers are 

being given a sort of 1i8mprussi mark, whioh is oonsidered 

more attractive than the very elabora.te Kusasi markings, 

and is muah easier to perform. NoW that the need for 

everybody to bear e. mark by whioh he oan be reaogniz.ed 

.' is past the women give their children any mark they fanoy. 

Some give none at all, and a you~oes himself to the 

operator and instruots him as to the partioular ,style of 

beauty with which he is to be adorned. 
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\~ligman su.rzests (Races of Afrioa PP.7~ & 87 ) that 

the Southern Nubs. men lnot the Nubians of the Nile Valley; 

and the black hillJr.en of l\ordofan and Darfur IDa¥ exhibit. 

So relat ionship with the pa<:;a!1s of N"orthern ldgeria and the 

Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. Both pbysically 

and culturally the Kusasis \{Ould seem to conform to this 

t heory, as Cru1 be sean by comparing their oharacteristics 

i n t..'1e followi~ table with t.hose assigned by Sel~Jan 

to the duba people. 

Aver age stature 68 11
• Avel'age st ature 6]". 

Lien go naked, or with a skin 1,60 formerly naked but now 

suspended over the shoulders. usually wear loin cloth Vlit.h 

a skin suspended over the 

shoulders. 

','Iomen of both wear a. boooh of leaves before 

and behind. 

;~either Nuba nor Kusasi circumcise their men nor 

do they mutilate their women. 

"{lomen of both wear 'lU2I'tz ornaments in t.he l ower lip. 

Both Uuba and Kusasi have a tree andstone cult, 

resulting in rocks" and cl umps of trees being fre1uently 

regarded as shrines~.~ _______ _ 

An attempt was" made "to obtain the "average Cephalio 

index. of t ypical Kusasis, but owing to the inaccuracy of the 

home-made instrument used it is impossible to give. a 

reliable f igure. 



KU':;A3I - L.8G.i!:ND. 

One interesting legend oonaeI~ing the origin 

of the Kusasi Tribe, as related by the people of Tili, is 

as follows:-

In the dim past a man ce.me from somewhere to the 

North with 11is wife, and settled at what is now ZQ,IV/;a 

(in French Territory j • At this time there walS not a. s~le 

person at Zaw~, but the ground was infeste4 witn small 

blaok ants, known in Moshi as Salansansi (Salansa.&:t is 

the singular). The descendants of the man and his wife 

were very numerous and become known as Salansansl, but 

~adually this ~ot oorrupted into Kusansi and now Kusansl 

is nearly invariably rendered as Kusasi. 

Many years later the [usasis were visited by a Moshi. 

This man se.tUed among them and married some at their 

women.. His dsooendanta were many and they w.ere known as 

Kusa-Noaga? to ind1Qata their miXed Kusasi. and llloshi 

antecedents. 

Among these Kusa-Mo~a people was a great slayer ot 

men. He nead to w~lay passar-by in t.he bllSA, engage 

them in morta.l eombat, and bury their dead bodies on the 

,/ 61 c. "I 
The Kusaai word for grave is. It/j';ooll1lt end that spot. 
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is the name by which the K Isa-1.,.oa~a.s. came to be movm on 

acoount of this man. Apparently the Kusasis( Salansansl) 

tnemsalves used to colleot round and watch the Kusa-Moaga 

digf;lllg his viotims r &raves, and ase. result they in their 

turn became dubbe.d llgilbib.si (Agilbib. llleans oollect round) 

b.y the Kusa-Moagas. 

Before they started pay~ each other these 

oomplimDnts. at ZaVlga, however, it is said that. some 

descendants of the. original Kusasis (Salansansi} had moved 

over to a place Imown as Kulsabla~a (Kologo Sablaga <= bl aclc 

streDJUl north of Widinaba (English Territory) . Here they 

were joined later by the , Sballis, while the Agilbibsl 

remainad behind at Zawga. Some til!le later both Kusasis. 

and .~ballis are said to have crossed over the hills to 

Korobaga, which is part of Widinaba, and here they lived 

for a long time .. 

When at Kulsablaga the Kusasis had become possessad 

ot a powerful fetish and 80S a result the leader became 

known as Kusanaba. (Naba :: Chief.). 

On arrival at Korobaga they found some people on the 

land known as Gbingbir:..:8.s [l.11d t.nese they drove out, so 

o,re 
that they ran down to 2ongoiri, whare theYL to this day. 



They also, however, are. said to be Kusasis, and as suoh 

they are. always mown. 

Many years were spent at. Korobaga, and then owing t.o 

the ~owth of populat.ion the people broke Up into fa.o.tions 

and startedfight1ng among themselves. The Kusasis ned 

vdth KUS4llaba. down to their present. home, inoludln" Kameaga. 

now under Binaba, and tha Gball1 faotions beoame dispersed 

over ~lli, WicUnaba and Lamboya, the last named being part 

of what is now known as Zebilla. 

Later, quite recently in faot, the Bimbas oame down 

and spread themselves over Binaba.. The. Bimbas came from 

Biengu, which is olose to Zawga. and are Kusas1s. They 

should not be confused with those other B1mbas, known as 

B'mobas. who are quite different and supposad to be akin. to 

the Grumahs. In their general a.ppearanoe, habits, and 

mode of l1v~ the B,'mobas resemble the Konkombas far more 

than. they do the. Kuaa.sls, but whether there rea.lly is any 

kinship bet.ween. them or not is a matter on which the writer 

has no information • 

It was not till after they reached their present 

home that. the. Kusababa started going to Nalerigu for the 

purpose, of having his fetish reoognized by the Na of 

-I 
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1.amprussi(see page l~ J tie is senior to ~aVll£ana.ba who 

gets his fetisiL Nabaship from Tampelaga.. a 'place somewhere 

to the North of the Nankanni Country in Zuarl.lt4:,"U. 

So far as. Toendema is concerned there remain the 

Sub-Divisions of Zebilla(with the exception of the section 

of LambOy~/Teshi, Tanga. Timoni, and Sapelliga whioh are 

not included in the above. 

It seems probable that Zabilla w&s the first to be 

settled, that the traditional anoestors Abiongo and 

Aputoba came from Detokko in the Frafra country. and that 

other sub-Divis.i..ons with the exception of Sapelliga. were 

gradually populated from Zebilla. Aputoba's home in 

Zebilla was known as Detok, presumably after Detokko, but 

now-a-d8~s the place is more often called Angpalaga. 

The Sapelliga people are mostly of Busanga descent. 

Teshi and Tanga have hlamprussi Chiefs I and during the 

last t'Nenty years Zebilla has received such a large number 

of irunlit:r2I1ts from all parts - Kusasi end otherwise , th2.t 

the original families. are. <Lutte out numbered. In 1·921 

the population WaS given as 2A7 l and in i931 as 7973-

-'"hen we come to consider the .tlgolle half of tho 

District it gradually becomes evident that it iano~ 

really Kusasi a.ountry at all. Certainly in the old days 
, / 
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a fa~ Gbingbinga-Kusasis. spread over to Sinnebaga frOlll 

Zongoiri. and in the north round Bawlru there were. some 

J{usasis. who had come from Ylliga. But by tar the most. 

numerous. were the Nabna1llb~s. who lived on the lands which. 

are. now divided up into Binduri. Kugri. Tempane and Vlokambo. 

These Nabnambas. trace their ancestry to the i'rafra town of 

llangodi where the tabdaJna live. 

in their own l~e aa Nabraba. 

These. Nabdams are known. 

and Nabnamba is. evident.ly 

a Kusasi version. of. th.ia. 

Then there, aI'EIl the. Narambas.. who are mentioned else-

where as of. Dagbonduriai origin. ' The., BalllShi. who oame 

with the. f11'st MamPl'usai Chief of Binduri. spring from the 

same stock. 

All these people have gradually come. to be known as. 

Kusasis. and the name. seems to have been. used to inalude 

Agolle as well as. Toendama before we cama, though to the 

present da~ an !golle man crossing over to Toendema will 

often say he's going to Kusasi. 

The following figures t.aken from t he i93 1 Consus :.;.10 

interesting in t J-.is connection. 

KusaSis. 

-r------:-------,. 
:l1GOLLB (incl ullin.: 

liianc,ated ,'J-'Co.', 

54,,02 '1 

Others e.g.Busang s. 
hoshis,fuamprussis. 

.~U--CI-O ~t AL.- , 

\ 
/'~ :' - I / 

t::: 

11 717 



The figures show what a much larger' 'proportio~ of 

Kusas1s. to strangers. there are in Toendema whe.n compatlad 

with. Agolle. iJ1d when what has been ~d abova concerni~ 

the adoption of the nama KUsasi by the Nabnambas., Narambas, 

and others, is taken into consideration. it will be under­
I 

stood that tha discrapancy is really far gTeater than is 

shown even by the figures. And even many of the real 

Kusasis in I;golle. have crossed over from. Toendema within the 

last ten y~ars. 

__________ :000:----------

, ,/ 
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C HAP T R R ii. 

CULTURE AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 
.• :' • , .- • ,. •• ~ , ,. • : .. " ',' .. ,. ,. .. , • • " " • . ' ! ,. ,. 

The Kusaais are essentially an agrioultural 

people with early and late millet and guinea - oorn as 

their staple foods. They possess individual herds of 

cattle • sheep and goats, but they neither drink milk nor 

do they eat much meat. The animals have a great 

. ~trinsiQ value, however, as a medium of exchange in the 

marriage. market, and they are regarded as. a desirable 

investment by everybody who has the means with which to 

purchase them. 

In the Agolle half of the oountry, the Kusasis. do not 

usually rear the oattle themselves. They give them out 

to E'ulani herdl;!men who tend them. with infinite oare and 

kraal them at night near their oompounds., receiving as 

their reward all milk produced by the oows under their 

oharge. 

Across the White Volta in Toendema, however, the 

Kusasis a.S '. a rule preter to look after their own beasts, 

and Fulanis are tew in number. Here the oattle ara kept 

inside the oompounds at night and during the day they are 

left to forage nearby for food by th6111Selves.. 



The Fulariis. on the other hand. take the herds to the 

bush to guaze.. end many of them even store fodder against 

the ~~~ of the dry season. The result of this. 

greater knowledge of cattle exhibited by Fulania are 

reflected in the superiority of the AgoUe herds over those 

in Toendema. ' 

Horses have become more numerous during reoent years 

but they are rarely bred. by ~e Kusasia, who buy most of. 

them. from the Busangas or pa~~ing travellers. 

The members of the tribe :do not live in villages. 

but in compounds which are soat.tered over the country 

side at irregular intervals~ These oompounds are round 
. / 

and may consist of ~y number at ciroular mud huts with 

oonical shaped grass. roofs and ppnnected together by mud 

walls.. 

Though conditions are ch~iflg rapidly now, the 

oompound used to be the local ~Q~p. Friendly relations 

would probably exist between near neighboura. but each 

house, hold was an entity in HseH. When the young men 

got married they did not leave the paternal roof. as now 

generally happens, and set up for themselves. The, bride. 

was brought home. allotted her h"~ and given her stw.re 
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of the, general work to do. 11\1, other words at the time 

we U-rst came upon them the Kusasis had only got as far 

as tha patriarchal stage of evolution. 

Under suah an organization crimes against the 

community were rare. 

Chiefs~ as Vie !mow them now did not exisit, and what 

authority there waf twas ves.ted in the. head of each 
I 

family.. The pr~hly alass, known as Tindanas (Landmastersj 

had authority in so · far as the welfare of the land and 

the crops were concerned, b~~ _they had no judicia~_ 

functions. whatsoever.. Three at least of these Tin<ianas 

were very important people in the old days~ They were 

Gumbonaba, Kusonaba and Kalensinaba. Zawganaba was 

perhaps as important as any of them, but as he. lives on 

I 

the ¥rench side of the Frontier it is difficult to find 

out much about him, espe9ially as he denies ever having 

had anything to do with the Na of 1iamprussi. The word 

tf'Naba" in Moshi means the same. as IrSarkitf in Rausa, which 

is. Chie!. and is just about as hackneyed. There are the 

Chiefs; of the. horses., of the young man, of the ootton 

trees., of war t and of the fetishes. as well as many others. 

Thus to hear a person adressed as IINaball may mean that 
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. I . 
he is a Chie! in th~ prope~sen.e of the word, or merely 

" 

that he uses the tem as a sort ' of: ourtesy title. 

That apparentlY 'is what' ('h.llllb~naba, KusGllaba. end Kalensinaba 

did. ~ach had powerful fet~shes, and at some time the 

soothsayers had indioated that their fetishes req,uired 

recognition 'by ~Na of MaJnpruss1. . Iri" earm case. harfsoma 

presents were taken 'to ' the l:rIa. and on arrival a sheep 

would be killed by the Na in honour of the guest. He 

would be installed as ' a fetish; Naba and sent back with a. 

slllall horn containing some of the blood of the slaughtered 

animal. This was incorporated ip the fetish at home which 

l'la.S thus made doubly powerful, and its fame spread much 

further afield than heretofore. 

But though a man cou.ld command considerable. respect 

on account of his fetish, which gave him pmver to call the 

rain, to drive away sickness, make barreh women fertile 

and do oountless other miraoles, yet all this gave him not 

-;.he slightest authority tp impose his will upon the people 

'in ordinary every daY aff~irs.· Sometimes infact it was 

rather the reverse. 

Bungwa, for instance, is probably one of the best 

known fetishes in the co~try. The man Who placates it. 
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~l1sh T.erritory, where he lives in Widinaba more or less 

unnoticed. 

Am~ the followers of the Mamprussi Chiefs in the 

Distriot there are at least twenty people known as "haba" 

who vfWY in importance from people like So~onaba and 

Zabagunaba, who rahk as Sllb-Ghiefs, down to Zeydnaba. and 
! 

Deygnaba. which mean: respectively "Chief of the soup II and 

IIChief of the pigsH• Neither of. them has muoh more land 

than that on which he lives., but the names are titles of 

respect awarded many years ago in recognition of services 

performed. 

VThe occasional thief ytas not unknown, but if caught 

he was dealt with drastically on the spot by the . owner of 

the stolen property and membel~s. of the latter r s family. 

Sometimes the culprit lost a ~and and sometimes an eye. 

If he repea.ted the offence he was deprived of the second 

hand or eye, as the vase might be. ~ the case of murder 

or fighting in whioh blood was spilt, it wa.s customary tor 

the people aonaernad, or their rolative:;, to make a peaoa 

oUer1ng to the local fetish, and so obtain absolution. 

In the Northern part of Toendema this offe::ing wa.s often 

made to the fetish of K8.lensinaba. 
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Mention has been made of the five ~amprussi Chiefs 

who in those <la¥s lived among the Kusasis. They were 
, ,J 

-c ./-"-

~a, B~ B~W~, Teshi and T~!!l-. In more 

modern times they have been joined by the Chief of Wckambo 

who migrated westwards with many of his B'moba,_ subjects, 

and settled on bushland which was nominally owned by the 

Chief.s of Binduri and Sinnebaga.. The hi.l:lto~ies. of these 

six. Chiefs are ,iven in another Chapter. 

Slnnebaga, Binduri ane.. Bawku were the only three of 

the original five who were of any importance. ~The1r 

principal function was to keep the trade route open 

between Naleri~ and Tenkudugu, in the Upper Volta, where , . 
the Chief of the Busangas lives., and to provide esoorts 

.rf 
for traders and slavers passing down from the North. 

They were merely islands surrounded. by hostile Kusasis, and 

their spheres of influenoe extended a very short distance. 

Indeed their existanae was most precariOUS, and Chie!s 

Bala of Sinnabaga and Abdahamani of Tanga were a.otually 

driven baak to Gambaga, while Seteam, Chief of Bawku, was. 

--:1 
killed by the Busangas, assisted by the Kusasis. 

~were it not for the !aot that the Mamprussi Chiefs. 

had been imposed upon them by the Ha of Mampruss1, whom 
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tne Kusasis regarded with a certain amount of arle , it is 

improbable that they would have tolerated them at all. 

They did 'not object to some of their mvn Tindanas ~oillg 

to the Ne. with a handsome present, and bringing baok from 

Nalerigu in return a powerful addition to their fetishes, 

whioh benefited everybody, but for hlamprussis to be sent 

to order them about was quite contrary to all their 

ideas on the sub j ect. The fi vo Chief s had but ' little 

influence except among their own immediate followers and 

they themselves are the first to admit this . 

The first occaSion on which we hear of the hlamprussis 

being in Kusas! lnot counting the Pusiga days ) is during 

the reign of Na Atabia. of Mamprussi. »a:e appears to have 

penetrated Agollemore or less ~acefully, and later 

a.ppointed the Chiefs of Sinnebaga, Bindur1 and Bawku, the 

first two being sons of a former Na Tampouri and the last 

named his own son. 

Y lt seems to be established now that no lie. ever invaded 

the aountry Imown as Toendema, e.g. the area between the 

two , ; 1 ta.s, and the great stronghold of Kusasi proper. 

~e main object seems to have been to establis~a lina of 

aommun1cation between Nalerjgll-an~nkudugu. Yet even 

this was not a.ooomplished for many years, and long after 
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Atabia's death the travellers were still going to 

NalerigU. by Tilnbu and Sansane-lliango. 

Na Kulba appears to have had a Qerta1n amount of 

control, but it evidently waned Clonsiderably again after 

his death, and nobody seems to have made any effort. to 

regain it until the aaming of Na Beriga. All acoount of 

his unsucoessful attempt to enforce his will. upon the Kug:r1 

.J people in 1895 is given in Chapter-VU. 

---:000:---
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CONSUTUTION • PAST AND PRESENT. 

When one reads of the elaborate forms of 

Native Government already in existenoe in Mampruss1. and 

Dagomba at the time Europeans arrived one realizes how 

very very primitite indeed :Q..eople like t.bs KJlsasis were 
~-.----- I 

by oomparison. An attempt was made in Chapter 11 to 

show how foreign to their nature was anything in the way 

of rule. In Chapter vii this is demonstrated more 

olearly by the account of the hostility shown ·to the 

various Mamprussi Chiefs who tried to settle in !golle 

and in two small areas in Toendema. 

The Kusasis"themselves literally had no oonstitution. 

Certainly there was a kind of patriarohal organization , 

but this can hardly be termed a constitution. The only 

r. ' <', Chiefs were the Tinc!anas, and the n&lle is hardly applioable 

even to them. Some were o,f greater standing than others, 

and very often these would be the fetish Nabas referred 

to in Chapter 11. But they ha.d no power other than the 

spiritual authority with which their position invested 

them. For people in such a primitive stage of 

development, however. this lack of Chiefs really made 
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no differenoe. They were so hidebound by tabus and 

~oral sanotions that wrongdoers were rare. and there 

,eftS far less crime than there is to day. The oooasional 

oriminal was dealt with so drastically by the people held 

offended that it acted as a deterrent on others. It 

has been suggested that in time to o~e these Tindanas 

would have evolved into Chiefs in the real ~ea.n1ng of the 

word. They never got a ohanoe to do it in their own 

leisurely ~, however, for the British suddenly arrived 

in Gambaga. and then oame into Kuss.si asking tor the Chiefa. 

They had found them in Gambaga and expeoted to do the 

same in Kusasi , where, however, they were not muoh in 

evidence. 

Chiefs had to be produoed, however, and labourers 

to work on the new station buildings. The five 

Mamprussi Chiefs ( the sixth, WOkambo, was under German 

rule then) were the first to be found. They bloss~ed 

forth at once, ~d assumed oontrol of all the areas to 

whioh their influence had in' any W8¥ penetrated during 

their long upJhill struggles in the past. In Toendema, 

where tnere Wiere no Mamprussis exoept the two 

insignifioant oolonies of Teshi and Tanga. the most 
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important Tindanas were pushed forward as Chiefs, or 

sometimes a member of the Tindana's family took on the 

job ~ It is satisfying to know that in Kusasi the right 

people oame forward, for this was not alwa¥s the oase in 

oth,er plaoes, the result being that Chiefs were made from 

among people who had no olaim to the position whatsoever. 

At f;i.rst nobody, neither British nor German, appear 

to have taken any interest in the five settlements in 

what is now the Mandated Area. There were 'ilokambo, 

Tempane, Kagbiri, Buguri andPusiga, but as a.lready 

mentioned they were still praotioally bush, never having 

been repopulated after the ra.ids made many years previously 

by the Chakosis and Bazaberimies. 

Thanks to the depredations of a. oertain Mamprussi 

named Asura, who lived in the village of Ki.lka near Bawku, 

we finally lost the cbanoe of adding the area. on to 

K\lsasi. This Aaura had a following of 11000is and among 

them they had about fifty horses. Their pastime was 

raidi~ Kagbiri, Buguri and Tempane, and tal<ing all their 

animals. The authorities in Gambaga apparently knew 

no~ of this, and when travelling in YJlsasl it Y/aS 

oustomary for offioials to pitoh their tents in Kuka near 
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.!Sura.l shouse. 

Fina.lly in disgust one Awindi from Kagbiri, who is 

still allve, went to Sa.nsa.ne-Mango an~ sought the help 

of the Germans on behalf of Asura.'s viotims. The Germans 

sent a soldier named Dahaman1 to follow- Awindi, supposedly 

to see if these settlements really existed and whether or 

no the British had placed their n~s there. Dehamani 

went round the whole area. , ending up a.t Pusige., from where 

he returned to Sansa.ne-Mango~ Almost immedia.tely 

afterwards a German offioer arrived in Danugu (Wokambo) 

and hoisted his oountry ' s ttlag there. He did the same 
, 

at the other four places and then returned. The Chief 

of Bawku sent at once to report to Gambaga, Bawku being 

\ 

pabtiaularly interested sinoe the people of Buguri and 

Ragbiri belonged by rights to him. 

\~l \ :~\ :tJ:' The result was a. meeting between British and German 
tl", ~ ~'. t· \:. 

~. officer$ a.t Kagbiri whioh the Chief of Bawku attended. 

pusiga, Buguri, Tempane and Danugu were also v1sited, and 

the whole area. was then apparently oeded to the Germans. 

,'> ll' f, Asura was later oonvioted of ldlling four Kagb1ri 
tv ,,,,<\t\ ~" 
~ q \" ,>, ~ UT'~l 
.vrt-f people and oonfined in Elmina. Castle for many years, dying 

v £,0) Q I} ", ,.j ..... 'h"t. ' 

.' later on his release in Kumasi. 



During the past thirty years all these Chiefs , 

including those made by the Germans in the Mandated Area 
I 

Pave oonsolidated their positions, and, most important of 

of all, each one was allowed to be absolutely independent 

of every body else. 

The Chief of Bawku has perhaps been more in the 

'liaelight than the others, but he never had BIIY authority 

over them, with the exoeptionof Buguri and Kagbiri, who 

originally removed from Bawku and eleoted to remain under 

the Chief of Bawku when founding settlements of their own 

in the busn. Though separated from him by the 

international frontier for a time they were restored to 

him a.t the end of the war. 

Na.turally wHh tbe settling of the country, and the 

opening up of it, there has been more coming and going 

between the various villages than Was ever dreamt of 

before. It was not diffioult to make the ChiefS and 

people realize the a.dvantages to be obtained if they 

united under e. Tribal Chief, and this oulminabed last 

/~ear in the unanimOus eleation of the Chief of Bawku to 

the position. ISO he was aonfirmed in the office by the 
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Na of hlamprussi and raised at the same time to the status 

of Divisional Chief. The eighteen other Chiefs lost 

I their independenoe with their own oonsent, and there, for 

\ the present, the matter rests. That e. Mamprussi should 

have been chosen for th.e position is a significant 

indiaation of a change in a.ttitude.. But at the same time 

it should be remembered that the Chief of Bawku's family 

has been in Kusa.si for about ~50 years, that the male 

members have always married the pick of the Kuse.si women; 

in fact that the Chief of Bawku is large~KUSasi himself 

and Kusasi in sympathy. Were he otherwise the oonsensus 

of opinion might not have been so whole-heartedly in his 

favour. At the moment, the Chiefs seem prepared to 

follow hUa implioitly. They realize he is the link 

between them and the Ne. of Mamprussi, that he is their 

Tribal Chief, and that the Ne. has given him authority 

to provide them with certain regalia, whioh is the 

symbol of Mamprussi Chieftainship. That's all 'luite 

pleasant so far, says the Kusas1, but it is doubtful if 

the time has arrived yet when he would sa¥ the S80lJle it the 

Ne. began to take a more worldly interest in his affpirs. 

The Ma is a. very big man and must be respeoted, but 
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at the ~e time memaries of the days at Kugri in 1895 

when the Mamprussis were vanq.uished and driven baok with 

ignomity to Gambaga. persist in the memorie~ of many. 

That they should have progressed so far from their 

former primitive state in sucl1 a short time is in itself 

rather remarka.ble. 

At the present moment the fol1ovdng organization 

exista~-

1.. 1. Tribal Chief (lIamprussi) 

2. W. Sub-Divisional Chiefs(5 Mamprussi & tJ Kusasi 

3. t2.. SUb - Chiefs (Kpamberi) 
. SlerlCN -

4. 269. ~l:~ Headmen (Kombenabas 

A list of the first three grades are given in 

appendix "Alt. 

Nos. 3 and 4 require a word of explanation. 

The people lmown as Kpamberi were found in Bawku(8), 

Binduri (3), and S-innebaga (1) only~ They had tl1e title 

of Naba but ware subject to the tilrse bigger ahiefs. 

They held their a.ppointments from the Na of Mamprussi 

who waS a.dvised in the matter by the Chiefs under whom 

they served. They were in fact the SUb-Chiefs, and 

battled on behalf of their Chiefs with the inhabitants 

of surrotIDding villages wi th var;ring degrees of success. 
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They are Quite different from the 4th gr{l,de, the 

Kombenabas. These without exoeption hgve all been 

appointed since the arrival of Europeans. Exoept for 

the fact that in many oasas they are .either small looal 

Tindanas, or else related to them, there is nothing 

heredi tary about · their offices at a.ll. Even the name 
I 
I 

Kombenaba. is only a makeshift for want of something 

better. Striotly speaking it is the term applied to the 

man who oommands the Chief I s army in time of war, §lld he 

is assisted by various people termed Kombenabisi 

An attempt is being made now to insist on the Chiefs 

always keeping thlilse Kombenabashipa in the same families. · 

S!nce the Chief of Bawku waS made Tribal Chief 

nobody except himself holds his appointment from the Na 

of Mamprussi. The i~a, in ra.ising him to the status 

of Divisional Chief agreed that he must be treated as 

other Divisional Chiefs and allowed to appoint his own 

Sub-Divisional Chiefs. Similarly eaoh of the three 

Chiefs who have Kpambari under them are to appo~nt. them 

themselves. 

Some of the Kusasi Chiefs who had never openly 

aoknowledged the Na have already coma to the Chief of 

l3awku and been invested wiLh the lllalllpruas1 regalia. 



It is expeoted that gradually the remainder will come and 

do likewise, but as just mentioned, Bawku himself is 

largely Kusasi and almost one of themselves, so that one 

has to avoid placing too much significance on the aotion 

of these Chiefs in coming to him. 

T.emple says in his "Native races and their rUlers" 

that when.foreigners invade a country one of three things 

invariably happens -

1. rI'h~ natives of the country become absorbed by the 

invaders .. 

2. The invaders become absorbed by the natives of the 

counilry. 

3& The natives of the country regain their freedom and 

expel the invaders. 

The first mf the three happened in Mamprussi, while 

in Kusasi the third nearly happened - did happen once or 

twice in fact - but later the second process started. 

SOIDe of the local Mamprussis are Kusasis in . all but 

III 
name, and this~partioularly illUstrated in the case of 

the sub-Chief of Kuka and his people. 

It is to be hoped therefore, that in these early 

days. of Native Administration, with. the Na at the head of 

affairs.. a.llowances will be made for the Kusasis and that 

they vdll not be asked to run before they can walk. 
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They have achieved e. surprising amount already· 

________ toOo:--------



C j{ A 1> T ~ R iv. 

RELIGION. 
" ' -#' r •• ' •• 

As with other pagan religions that of the 

Kusasia is surrounded by an environment of mystiaism. 

It is remarkable how they, and other tribes in similar 

latitudes withstood kahomedanism so completely, e3pecially 

\~en it is remembered that between the years 1}00 and 

t'90, when Timbuktu flourished, there was a series of 
, ' 

great hlahomedaI,l Empiras (lilallestine, Songhay and others) 

not so very far to the North and East of them. 

I t may be that the pagan J4.oshi Empire whioh la;y 

between, and whioh had considerable power during the 

middle ages., was partly responsible for the non 

penetra.tion of Islam. The unsuita.bility of muoh of the 

oountry for horses may possibly have been a ~ontributory 

oausa, for tha Mahomedan could never oonquer unless he had 

a horae and a sword. 

Moshi, like Mamprussi, was and still 1s, largely 

pagan. Though oertain Mahomedan rituals have ciI."ept in, 

.. Moshi was overrun, however, by Soooi Ali, the So~ 
Iing, in about t490, and then by his sucoessor !1Askia" e. 
few years later. 
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tois seems to be largely due to the presence of ~omedan 

ftdvisers who are to be found among the Councillors of most 

big Chiefs. And this does not apply only' to Mamprussi 

and Moshi. We are told that as far back as the eleventh 

centUry the capital of the Ghanata Empire, West of Tlmbul<tu 
/ 

consisuJof two towns six miles apart. The King and his 

Court were pagan and lived in one. The hlinisters were 

I 

mostly lliahomedan and live in the other. 

Even in Mamprussi the Na and his councillors live in 

Naleri~u while the Limam and lIialams are to be found in the 

town of Gambaga, some miles away.' . 
The Mamprussi claim. to have been fuahomedans themselves 

at one time and perhaps this is partly substantiated by 

the finding of ruined primitlv& 1I.;osques at pusige" as 

mentioned in Chapter 1. But it seems incompatibla with 

the theory that during the 14U. century hlamprussi was 

united with the notoriously pagan Moshi. 

Perhaps, however, their traditions caJ.'ry them back 

even further than this:, and they are thinking Cl~ the 

legendary days when it is supposed they live~w~ to the 
I 

Ea.st. 

But the Kusasls have none of these liIahomedan trails 

at a.ll, and it 1s doubtful whether there is a siU£;la 



islamised member of the Tribe. Even the Mamprussi refer 

to them as the heathens. This of course is a case 

rather of the pot calling the kettle black, but perhaps 

in this instance the kettle is particularly black. 

They believe in a Supreme Being - Awindi - who is 

everywhere, but who can be worshipped through the fetishes 

only. All calamities that occur are ascribed to the 

ghosts of their Wlcestors who are displeased about some-

thing. Recourse is then had to the Sorcerers - Bagari -

WilO indicate the appropriate remedy. 

The death of a young person is a cause for sorrow. 

The death of an old person is considered the logical 

conclusion of a long life. fuuch jollification takes 

place in celebration of the fact that de,ceased was allowed 

to reach the age he did, and leave a number of descendants 

behind him. 

A corpse is ordinarily buried the da;v of death. A 

round grave is dug, and at the bottom of t~ls a tunnel is 

excavated at right angles, into which the body is 

\ 
\ pushed. 

A man is placed on his left side faCing tile rising 

sun, and a woman on her right side facing the setting sun. 

In each case a hand is placed und(3r the cheek. 
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It is said that the man rests more peacefully when he can 

Ilee the rising sun calline htlll to his farm, and similarly 

the woman is more content wllen she can see the same sun 

oalling her to prepare the evening meal. 

An unwit.nessed death from siolmess , death from sleep-

ing-siolmess, whether witnessed or unwitnessed, end death 

causedto a woman by travail in child-birth are all very 

much taboo. In any of the above oases the bod~ must be 

removed from the compound by a speoial hola in t.he wa.ll} , 

the hut in which death took place must be lalOoked down 
/ 

and no sexual intercourse may t ake place among members of 

the household until the whole place has been purified. 

No funera.l custom is celebrated in any of tha above cc-ses. 

A poor man is buried in a. sheep skin only. A rioh 

or illlportent man i s provided with a cm'! skin, 0. cloth and 

a white oap . A woman is buried willi a fibre cloth only 

whioh is wrapped round her waist and drawn up between the 

The top of a ~rave is covered with an inverted 

aartharn pot after the hole has been filled in. 
I 

SODletimes 

if olose relatives have not been able to eet to the spot 

in time to see the body before buriq/ the grave is not 

filled in umtil they have c~me and done so. 



of the grave is merely oovered over vlith the pot in the 

meantime, so that when the relatives come they oan enter 

the hole and see the body lying in the tunnel. 

On the death of her husband a Kusasi woman removes 

her waist beads 

\ piece of common 

and usual leaves, dOlming instead a 

string decked with leaves from a Shea tree. 

Before appearing in the market again she must be 

walked rotmd the outside of it by an old woman, and wee 

days after the death she must have her head shaved. 
: 

hlamprussi wamgQ ¥omen put a blaok string rotmd their necks 

until after the ftmeral custom. The Shea leaves are 

never worn by Kusasi. woman except as described above. 

The Nabnamba-Kusasis never put them on at all, 

however. When a woman's husband dies the custom is for 

her to go into the hen house or sheep pen and roll about 

on the floor until oovered vrith dung. She then appears 

in publiC and shortly afte~aards is . washed by other 

women. ~ourning, so far as she is concerned, is then 

finished. 

His religion is probably the most important 

thing in a Kusas!' slife.. It pervades everything he 

does, and all his aotions outside the ordinary routine of 

daily life are governed by the diotates of the fetishes. 



40. 

on ~\1l sides he is surrounded by tabus, the violation of 

whi~ would almost certainl y mean death sooner or later. 

When things go wrong he concludes that the spirits are 

flIillmyed, and matters oan only be rectified by a visit to 

the soothsayer, who indicates what feti sh requires to be 

illaoated. Then tl1ere are the vlitches who also bring 

trouble, and that necessitates the calling in of the witch­

doctor. Altogether) t hough his life may be an idle ona 

from the point of view of productive l abour. it is any 

thing but idle when one considers the l abour he pdrforms, 

and the worry he experiences, on account of his religion. 

_______ -:000:--------
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C HAP T b R v. 

THE .iii.ORORAliA Al~iJ dANGANABA • 
. ' , . , , , , '. ~ . . , . . ". . ( . , ... , . . , . , 

Since there are no many thousands of MoslU,s 

Busangas and yangas living among the Kusasis it is perhaps 

relevant to ,digress for a ohapter and say some thing about 

them. • 

A great deal is always heard and written about the 

Chie f of Y/agadugu whlb is commonly known as the }doro-Naba. 

or King (jf M.ossi. Yet in reality he is junior to the 

Chi ef of TenkudupI who conun.ands most of the Yanga.s and 

a. great many of the J3usangas and koshis too. 

'fha ' Chief of wagadugu has got more people under him., 

and natUMally the fact of his being Chief at the seat of 

Government for the Upper Volta has consi derably enhanced 

his prestige. But acco~ding to Native Cust om the Chief 

of Tenkudugil. is the senior of the two. 

French officials generally corroborate this, and on 

officia~ ocoasions he is accorded.precedence. It is said 

that t he first Chief of Tenkudugu originated from 

1Lamprussi, and that many years later one of his grandsons 

went to wagadugu and founded another state there. If 

this i s so it would naturally be junior to Tenkudugu. 



Actually they are both treated as independent Paramount 

Chiefs by the French. 

It is interesting to note that fOI'"lllerly when the 

Chief of Tenkudugu died it was customary for the following 

presents to be taken to the He. of J!daIllprusSi by the relatives 

1 hors& 

1 woman 

1 slave 

,,000 cowries. 

They used to be brought first to the Chief of Bawlcu 

whose duty it was to see them safely escorted to Nalerigu, 

the home of the Na. 

These presents were supposed to be the Na's ~1are 

ot deoeased's property, and had nothing to do wL th the 

fee paid by his successor on appointment. 

The payments were also made by the Chiefs of 

Wagadugu. and Fada-Ngourma, but with the partition of the 

oiluntry amongst European powers they all beoame honoured 

in the breach rat,her than the observanoe. It is unlikely 

that in those days either the French or Germans would 

have been pleased to see their Chiefa pB¥1ng tribute to 

the Na of iamprusai who lives in Enel1sh Territory. 

Thus t.lle payment 5 beoame irregular. end when _de were 
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done. secretly. Even now any trlbute. paid to the Na is 

handed over with as little publicity as possible. 

The story of the Chief of Yanga. is interestinl.. He 

11 ved at Sanga.. the principa.l town in the Yanga oountry .. 

Some time after the British had oocupied Ga.m~, they 

were reconnoitrei~ in Ule North of the Kusas! Distriot. 

The Na ot Mampruas1 (Beriga) sent certain messe~ara 

nUl the trQPps t.o lead them to Sanga and asked that 

~ it was his it should not. be allowed to tall to the 

French, who ware st~ out at the.ir claUl.s a.lso a.t th.ia 

time.· 

on arrival ~ Bawku, however, the French were 

enQo~tered, and,though the meet~ was quite amicabla, 

the Nala mesae~era. were so territie4 that they lett the 

British and ran baok to G~a. 

Apparently the French went o~ and oooupied the 

~ountry to the North ot Bawku whioh inoludecl the town ot 

San&a and most ot the Yanga. lands. 

At. 'this t.ime there wa.s an old , C!biet at San&a ruYIled. 

~ At . , same time just previous t.o this it 8aem!J that 
~he British had been as ?a.r North a.s Tenkudugu itsel~ Ul 
the same was that in those early days of the scramble fw 
terri tOI'1 ~ the French at one time came a.s far South. a.a 
Binaba ana actually fought With the inhabitants there. 
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'Nemnedi . On his death the French made a man Noyankuch.tiu 

Chief, bUt his appointment was never confirmed by the Ha 

ot MaIIlpruss1. Noyankudugu. also was an old ~ and soon 

put bis son Abombo on to aot for him. Now this Abombo 

knew that neither he nor his father ha.d any right to the 

Chieftainship really, and that the rightful Chief was one 

ZUbinaba. He was jealous of ZUbipaba and treated h1l\I. so 

badlY that the later oame to live in Ba.wku. In due 

oourse Noyankudugu died and the Frenoh made Abombo Chief. 

Than the great war oame and the Germans left Sansane-

1Jia,ngo to the French. In this . Qerole theN was a Chief 

of Timbu who was a follower of ~a. 

He deoided that it was not right for the upstart . 
Abombo '\;0 be Chief, and knowing that he had never been. 

aolmowledged by the Na, he determined to try and get. 

made Chili himself. He sent very lavish presents to 

the Na of Mamprussi seoretlY, so that the French should 

not hear of it, and the Ha sent the regalia and had him 

deolared Qh1ef of Sanga, though he continued to live at 

T'1m.bu. Out of gratitude for his generous gifts the Ha 

named him n Salumbuliga" or the ",Vell ot gold". 

ZUbinaba was still living in Bawku. and he too now 



found ~t. he hac! a grouse . He present.ed himself in 

front of Timbu. and QOlll.pla.ined of his aation in gett~ 

1:\1mSel.! mada Sanga.nabe, when he. Zubinaba. was the 

rightful heir. Timbu admitted that he was a usurper 

but said 1).6 had been led to it by disgust at theFrenoh 

aetion in ~ Abombo 'Chief. who had no claim at all. 

He went on to say that he was ~uite prepared to resign if 

he. ZUb1na.ba. whOlll. they all knew as the rightful heir. 

would ask the Na for the Chieftainship himself. 

Zub1na.ba agreed to do 80 end returned to Bawku where he 

oonsulted the D1striat Commissioner. The upshot of it 

all was that the Chief of Da.wlal sent to Nalerigu. on h1a 

be~aU. as he was an old man and unfit for the journey. 

Na wato was rul~ now and he sent the regalia for 

ZUbinaba. to Ba.wlal with his messengers. The la.tter 

robed Zubinaba in the Chief of Bawku I s house and told 

him that he was now Ss,nganaba. The rather pathet1e old 

man. without. either oountry or people. went to Pulmakon: 

near PUsiga and built himself a house. T1mbu sent to 

greet him and oeased to oall himself Sanganaba and maDJ 

yaogaa oame from Frenoh ool.lIltry' and settled near him. 

1£. only died about. four years ago. 



Abombo (~anaba to the Frenah} was put 10 prison 

last year at Tenkudl..l.,.ou, and one AdakOI'i was made Ohie! 

in his plaoe. Apparent,ly he was the right me.n at laat. 

tie sent secretly t.o ~e~t the Chief of Bawku. but was 

evidently too afraid ot incurrini the displeasure ot the. 

}i'renah Authorities to send to the Na himself. 

, . . 
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C HAP T E R \1.. 

BlIDgWai llolready mentioned onoe or tow1oe, :plqa 

nuob an 1lIIportant. role in the Uves of these people that it. 

is worthT of speoial mention. It 1s the iI'6at anoeat.or 

fetish of Mamprussi and Dagomba. 

Bunpa is the first. Ha 'of whom &DYthin& IIUO,h U 

known and he 1s supposed to have been SJfal.~ond up b1 the 

earth at P~a. Bungwa was followed by his son Z1r111, 

whose name, however, 1s rarely mentioned on aooount of b1a 

treachery in Idlling bis eld~ brot.b&r KUt~. Atter 

Zirlli oame TusUlU (rob~ in D~amba) and 1~t waa he who-
A ' • 

drove bis brother Sh1tobu ~ to Walewale wb~. the latter 

founded the Dagomba Kingdom.. 

'fhe Kusas1s do not knOlr any ot this, nor Go the 

erstwh1~e Mamprussis l1v1IJi 8m~ tbem.Tbey merelf 

bas plaoated since the times ot their grandfatruU."B. lD 

Gembap.. however, the le~nd is told by the old men. 

Tbe fetish of Buni'I& is in a small wood at P~a. 

It oodtlsta of a stone at the mouth of a ~ole whioh 1. 

supposed to run in twmel fashion far into the earth. 
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In this hole there is said to live a huge snake, and until 

siX or seven years ago this snake had. an equally huge 

it ..... 
"son" which used to pa.troll\territorial boundaries of its 

Father. A stranger, not knowing its alleged identity, 

killed it. The whole pla.ae was in an uproar and I am 

told that the wretched man was dragged befo~e Captain 

Shields, !}istrlat Colllllliasioner. He handed tha aasa ovar 

to t.16 Chief of Ba,wku who ordered the man to N two con 

to Bungwa as a peaoe oifel,"ing,. This appears to hav~ 

plaoated the fe.t1sh for the outrage, and rain, whioh was 

very badly needed, fell at onoe 10 torrents. 

ButlgWa 1s alwayS plaaatec:. by a semi-divine person 

appointed by the Na of .Mampruasi and known as pusiganaba. 

He always has to be a. very old man, never touoh the ground 

wi th hls uncovel'$d feet and never have e.nything to do with 

women. A skin drawn aver ~iS head a.nd a oloth wrapped 

round his body 1s the only 910th~ he is permitted to 

wear, except for an ornament.sl bra.aalet on one arm. .As 

said before he has no jud1o~al power at all, but is a 

sanotuary for the wrongdoe~. 

In the old days, before the firs.t Mamprussi Chiats 

oame from Naler1gu to Kusasi .• Zawganaba (in Frenah Terri.) 

was ap:pa.rently tM best .lmown man in this psrt. of tho 



world. Whenever Pusiganaba died word used to be sent to 

the Na at onoe, and he used to oall upon Zawganaba .to 

despatch eo reliable old woman to Nalerigu to get the skins 

anq other artioles reqUired for the installa.tion of eo new 

Nabeo. 

The woman would take these to Pusiga wllere the 

followi~ oerem~ took pla.oe. 

First of all two gra.ss huta were erected soma little 

distanoe apart. The prospective Naba. was put into one 

alone in tile eveniIl& and the woman entered the second ene. 

Four times during the night she was seen to emerge 

from her hut with eo oup and enter the other. The fourth 

time she remained there, or at-a.ny-rate she was never seen 

to leave it. At ~ break the watohers would creep up to 

the llut, there to behold the new Pusiganaba sitting on a 

mat ot cornstalks and olothed in skins. The woman had 

vantsh,ed. never to be seen again. The old man would than 

be taken up and oarried home amid great rejoio1I1i. 

When the Chief of Bawku was estabUshed he was made 

partlY responsible for the welfare of the fetish. 

On the death of PUSigaoabe. the Pus1ga people come and 

iDiom h1m. at onoe and he 1s required to proceed to Pusiga 



50. 

immediately and take charge. He and his people sit out-

side the house until all preparations are made for the 

burial. Nothing; that was. not removed from the house be-

fore the Naba died may be taken aw~ by anybody except the 

Chief of Bawku. A special opening is made in the oompound 

wall for the body to be taken through. The main door is 

'oloaked up with wood and nobody is permitted to enter again. 

Zawganaba has had nothing to do with the ceremony 

for a great many years now, and the old woman IS pla.oe is 

titen by an old woman from Pusiga. 

The last Pusiganaba died during the Garman regime in 

Togoland. He was named Ajong;o. His peoulair position 

had made it essential for the German Administration to put 

somebody in authority at pusiga who would not be fettered 

by the varlious tabus to whioh the Pusiganaba was subjeot. 

They therefore appointed a man named .Agure Kusaga., who was 

of the S2me family as Pusiga.naba., and had at one time been 

employed at Sansan&-~~ as a Government Messenger, to be 

It RSfjl;snt 11 of Pusiga. He acted as the Chief. and was 

responsible for finding the la.bourers.il'6q~red to work in 

SaasaDe - Man,o ~d at Lome. When Pusiganaba died the 

GermaliH!I,' proclaimed Agure as Chief of pusiga, and so he lias 

remained ever since t under both Germans and British. 



aa retusea to call himself Pusiganaba, however, for that 

~ the title which belongs really to the placater ot B~. 

KEl i8 known as the "T&ngudnaba" whiob means i 1r .. ft_"~ , ' n~, 

liThe QUe who looks after the town. II 

Since Ajongo Qied nobody else has been e.p~inted 

custodian of Bungwa. Apparently it is not a sought - after 

position, owing to the irritating restrictions it imposes 

upon the holder. There is, however, an anCient man l1v1~ 

in Bawku who is entitled to the offioa, and there seams to 

be a growing desire on the part et many people to parsuade 

him to accept it. If he were to be appointed there i8 

rea.son to believe that he might be named Btingwa.nsba. in 

which case the Tengudnaba, Agure, would probai?ly agree 

to be known in future a.s pus1ganaba. and take his place 

amo~ the other Chiefs in the District. Fortunately tae 
I 

, • • '~l, • , . . 

G~rmans t.ook a man from the right family when they ch~;>l8 

AgUr6 tor the position of ~Regentrr. 

The Pusiga people say that their' anoestors came fr~ 

the sQ'. The $tory is that when the moQn wa.a br~~t.hey 

UsEid to Ilome qown to earth by eo fra.U ladder and' danc~. . 

One night. an avil man saw them descend1.ni and when they 

were all down he oaue;ht the ladder and pulled until it 

snapped up a.bove. The danoerS )Vere naver able to l'eturn 



52. • 

. ' 

4am8 anel have lived, in or near PUsiga. ever sinoa. 

------: 000: -------
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C tl APT E R vii. 

The first Chief of Bawku was Ali. Son of Na. Atabia 

of Mamprussi who was probably one of the most outstanding 

f~eaWho ever ruled at Nalerigu • 

The Chiefs of Sinneb~a. and Binduri had been 

established a short t1me before Ali, but all three were 

q¢.t.e independent of each other. 

The story is that Ali came with a large following of 

umprussia and Nare.mbaa, the latter being members of an 

inferior branch of Mamprussi lmCm as ~bQnqurisi. 

'!he first night was spent at a village near Bawku 

called Sapelllga { not to be ('onfused with Se.pelliga 

near 
oft.en known as Saboundi). Next day they advanoed tejthe 

present. Chief of Bawkufs hous~ via. the seotion of Zorse, 

and were opposed by people erdm the section of Bawkuzua. 

'l'h8 people of TUsUD.[;u seQt1on~ however. oame to the help 

ot the Mamprusi1a and the men of Bawkuzu:. were werthrown. 

fo t.b1a da,y. a oustom wl40h ia an interesting relio 

of .ll1' a enf.ry int.o Bawku 1s performed soon atter the 

&COe881em ot • D81If Chief of Ba1l'ku. 

ODe eV8Q1.og he goes aut t.o Sapell1ga With a big Ql'owd 
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and muah drinking of Peto takes place. The Chief 1s 

~onducted to a laage stone where Ali is supposed to have 

sat on his way through. The Chief sits on top of this 

stone while a nearby fetish is being placated. After 

this he returns to the jollifica.tions. In due course 

e1erybody goes to bed, but in the morning when they a.wake 

up one man is missing. It is th6 Chief. 

He has left quickly during the night and travelled 

alone several miles to Zorse. There he is met near 

some large baobabs by another crovid which has come out 

from Bawku for the purpose.. Ire enters Be.wku tlti.umpbantly 

and the people of TUsungu coma out in war kit and pratend 

to stop him., but he rides through unmolested. 

Ali is supposed to have ruled about seven years and 

was suoceeded by his brother Muzabaga, a.lso known as. Al1.-

Bil8o. 

muaa.baga. was succeeded by another brother lampanga, 

also known as YaIrubu.. 

Mappanga was succeeded by Mahamudu, son of Ali. ~ 

son of Muza.ba&U Babu, o.ontested the Chiefsh1p with biJJl , 
but without suocess. 

Babtt was assiltGd b:y oe'rta1n Bawiru lIlampruss1s. in 
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. ' . ~1AfiAM\JpU 
his struggle. nth "om, 'ga, but they w;re driven away 

and fled to what is nmf Gu.myokko in Binduri.. 

Mahamudu became Chie!, bu:h s.oon after this. his rivals. 

oama ba.ck from. GUmyokko with a lot 1 Zangpalasi - KUsi.sis.. 

Thay suQce.aded in killing lilahamudu before the. latter' s. !l~" 

Alahama. drove them. off again. 

Bawku was left without a. Chief. and it was soon 

after this that fighting ooourred' in Gambaglt over the 

Naship. It 1s said to have been' the struggle between 

Kulba. and Abu Bakare which is knO'lm to have taken pla.oe 

about this time • Aooording to Mr. Maokay . in his history 

of lfiampruss1. Abu ~e raised an army of Konkombas, but 

was defeated by Kulba with the aid of Chakosis. 

Another version of the above is that Kulba was first 

driven from. Gambaga. and Abu Ba.kare seized the Na.sh1p. 

Kulba. fled to Bawku. and was taken in by Ms.hama. The 

latter oolleoted a.s many people AS he could and oonduoted 

Kulba. to Sansane-Mango, ners. an army of Chakosia was 

re.ised. This they led first against the Chief ot 

Nakpandure. who was a powerful supporter of Abu Bukare, 

and ldlled him. Passing on to Naler1gu they routed 

Abu Bakare f s t.roops and then ca.ught and killed Abll himself. 
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ID.llba beoame Nalll and installed hlahama as "''hief of Hawku 

out of gratitude. 'l11e fuaID.prussis who had killed 

~udu tried to get Bawku for one of their own people, 

hut Kulba refused and said none of them should ever nave 

Bawku.. Instead he gave them the Chiefship of Gumyokko 

(see under Binduri). 

Mahama returned ~o Bawku and was known as Seteem. 

He beoame pretty powerful and the Kusasis teared him. It 

wa.s during his regime that all the people in Agolle were 

e to pay a tax to the Na of 1.00 oowries per oompotmd every \ . 

year. 

Seteem penetrated the Busanga ootmtry as far as Bittou 

and seized a. hundred of their oattle whioh he presented 

to the l-la. 

The Lima.m of Gambaga advised that they should be 

returned to the Busangas as otherwise they would sureli 

be avenged. No attention ViaS paid to him, however. 

The Busangas waited their opportunity, and many years 

later it oame. In a oareless moment Seteem had sent 

nearly all his aVailable ~~s to Gambaga as an esoort tor 

• Compare the story of Kuga on page 14 in a reoe~t 
Jlubl1oa.tion entitled IIEnquiry into the Constitutlon and 
organization of the Da,[;bon Kingdom. 1I 



a very fine horse the Na wanted to buy from him. WOlle 

they \Vere a.Vla¥ t.he Busangas came down frOlll Slttuu ajIld the 

' people of Bawku jOiQed foroes with them against ~ muoh 

disliked Seteem. The latter was left almost unprortect ed 
i 

and after defending his house valiantly he was finally 

burnt out and killed. ,Those of his family who escaped 
I 

ran by way of Sansano-fuaDgo to Gambaga. where they set t leq 

at Bulkwere. One of his daughters got married to Na 

Beriga and was the mother of the presen~ Na Wafo(lxiahama.) 

The death of Seteem would seem to have taken plaoe 

between 1820 and .8;0. It cannot have been earlier, tor 

his son Mamboda., who was a young man at the tirD,e. did not 

die until 1894. 

Na Kulba was so enraged at the dea.th of Seteem thai 

this . ooupled with the treatment accorded his brother 

Bala, Chief of Sinnebaga., a.bout the same time, decided him 

send a. large army into !galla. 

He enlisted the aid of the Na of Yendi who sent n~ 

an army of Bagombas. These and the Mamprus,sis adVanoed 

from the South while e. third foroe composed of Cha.kosis 

oame by Bugur! on the East flank. The TlCommander in 

Chief" was one Awando, a. Chakosi4 

The whole o~ Agolle was weI' run and a. great many 



58. 

people were killed. The fleeing inhabitanta were 'finally 

overtaken at Zorse and Yeragungu outside Bawku, and here 

they made a stand at the hill of !golle. This hill is 

the aita of an important fetish, and it is saili that the 

fetish came to their aid by releasing swarms of bees, 

vilioh sO hOrried the enemy that he retired in haste. 

l'ne ~eader Awando got cut off, but he covered himself with 

a red burnous much to the alarm of the people. They 

had never seen such a. garment, and thought Awando ha.d 

turned himself into a. ball of fire. 'l'hey ran from. him 

and he got away unmolested. The Bawku people continued 

defiant for some time, but the Sinneba.ga. people had had 

enough, and shortly afterwards they willingly aocepted 

a new Mamprussi Chief. 

The eldest son of the dead Seteem, Bako, had ta.ken 

to travelling about with Hausa traders, and one ~ many 
I 

rears later, his journeyings I brought him back to Be.uku 
I . i 

where he was reoognized in t~e market by some Kusasis. 
I 

At first Bako refused to a.dnUjt his identity, but when 

they porsdsted, soying how ~Y were oppressed by the 

I 
Busangas, and hOW glad they should be if he would return 

e.nd be their Chief, he gave in and said he would return 

to Na.lerl~ and see the Na about it. lie did so and was 



made Chief . On his return to Buwku tbe Busangas attacked 

again, but a. good crowd rallied round Bako and he drove them 

off with qeavy losses, since which they have never again 

attaoked !golle. 

, After ruling a few years Bako beoame blind, and on 

his death , whioh took plaoe soon afterwards, his brother 

Mambocia came back from Bulk.were. where he was still living 
I 

and succeeded him. He \'las inst.alled as Chief of Bawku 

by Na Yongu in about !a58. 1 t is said that Yongu had 

then been Na f i ve years and that he died twelve years later 

1.e. about t870. 

it was in Mamboda. 1 s day that Bawku started to grow 

into a town. The Bazaberimies were raiding the Grunshis 

to the West and the profitable trade in slaves caught by 

them. was being oondu<ltad by the Hausas. and koshis, as 

desorl'bed in Cha.pter - 1. Large Caravans were pa.ssing 

demo to 3alaga. via Bawku and G8lO.baga., though at that time 

the route passed through Yeragungu and Tangsia, a little 

to tM West of Bawku i taeH. Yeragungu was under the . 

Chief of Bawlru, and quit-e an important c~p for the 

tra.vellers• There were many l~o~hi and Rausa people aotua.ll~ 

11 ving there. But the Kusasis rose agains t -them and burnt 

the whole place. The Hausf).s fled SouthYrcll'cis. but the 
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Moshi.a oame · into Bawku. and settled down under their leader 

!pet.ems whose son Sandogo is the present Chief of the 

Moshi Zongo.. It was not till some years later that the 

Hau.sa.s oame and settled in Bawkll. 

iambod6 was responsible for establiahing the 

present Market, and even in those days it <laDle to be 
well 

fairly)mown. On his death in ~94 at a great age 

1le.mboda was suooeeded by his,sol'l mbama. 

I!} I i ~ 
Jilaha,ma. Mil his young brother Zongbweogo had 

a.ooompanied Mamboda from rulkwere as ohil~en. l!ABhama 

\'JoS 
only ruled a few years andy then sucoeeded by his brother 

Zongbweogo. It was in Jrlahama..,IfS time, however, that tile 

the British first settled at Gambaga, and it was. at 

~s house. that. the Union Jack was first hoisted. 

Zongbweogo died in ~92l and was suooeeded by the 

present man, Abuguri. Last year the latter was 

unanimousJ.:l elected Tribal Chief by Kusasi and liiamprussi 

Chiefs alike through out the DistriQt. He went to the 

Na in June, t9J ~ ami was Qonfirmed in this. new offiae, 

peing raised at the same time to the status. of a 

Divisional Chie!. 



Na Atabia . 
'. 1 I "" " " ' ' I, " , " " , ,1 

1..Ali. 2.Muzahaga.) .Ma.mpanga. 
1 ' 

4.liiahamudtl ! 
1 . 

5• lIlahe.ma(Set.aem) , 
1 - ' 
I · " " "" ",· , ·1 

6 .Bako 7 .Maomboda 
1 

1 ···", "" ,'" ,1:·,,·,· , "" " ,· · · ·1 
8 .Warna. 9.Zongbwaogo 10.Abuguri. 
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s r NNE BAG At. 
" .. r ~ , . " " .. " , .. ,. ". .... " ,. 

The Chief of Sinnebaga was the firat of the 

tlVE} Ma.mprus.si Chiefs. to be appointed in the Kusasi 

Country.. FlVen so. Sinnebaga bas apparently never been 

ot much. oonsequenoe, and its history 1.s very saanty .. 

The Mamprussis were the first arrivals, so they beoame the 

Tind&naa. and still are in some areas. Later on 

Gbing~-Kusa.sia spread over from Zongoiri, but the' 

population of Sinneba,ga was never very large, although 

they at one time oommanded part of the present Wokamto 

land in addition to what they own now. 

Tampouri is. said to have been the firat. Chief and 

he was a son of Nil Tampouri. He and many other Chiefs. 

after him. liv:ed dovm by the .M.orago river near the ford 

where. the old trade route used to oross. 

The fourth Chief is said to have been one Bala, 

brother of Na Kulba. It was he. whom t.he Kusasia drove 

away, so that. he ra,n to Patia in Ge.mbaga. where later he 

died.. It was this act on the part of the KusasiS, 

oombined with the reoent slaying of Seteem, Chief of 

BaWku_ that deoided Na I\Ulba to invade Agolle and lay 

waste. the country. . At tlhis time too the inhabitants. 
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ot !golla had practically ceased to pay the annual tribute 

ot 100 oowries per oompound, which had been imposed atew 

years previously. This made lao third excuse for Mao Kulba 

to attaok them. 

The war whioh followed is described under Bawku, as. 

it was in BaViku that the tinal successful stand 01' tha 

!golla people took place. 

After tha war the Sinnebaga people acoepted Dahamani 
, ( 7) 
Na Kulba's grandson, as their Chief , and since then 

Sinnebaga has not been disturbed by hostilities . 

______ ~:ooo : ______ _ 
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BINDURI. 

! 
Th~S.t Chief of Binduri was Yesya., son of Na 

Tampourl, and he. lived at Malaga, a village whioh is now 

part ot 'Nokamho. Yesya brought some people with him 

named Ba.m.~shis J who. like the Nat:ambas who followed the 

first Chief ot Bawku, are ot Dagbondurisi desoent. Now:-

a-days. they too have all the Kusasi oharaotefistics. In 

those days. Nabnambas. (see page 1 ) oo~upied the lands whioh 

are now divided up into Binduri, Kugrl. V{okambo and 

Tampa.ne. The greatest number were to be found in part~ ot 

Tempane. and in the sections of Malaga and Agiseri in the 

North of Wokambo. 

The bigges.t Tindane; in Yesya r s day was one Abipoura 

and "up to the present time most of the Tindanas. in these 

parts are of Nabnamba desoent. 

It is supposed that Yesya was put in malaga by Na 

Ababis. soon after he'd put the first Chief at Sinnebaga 

and a little before be put Ali. in Bawku. 

On Yesya' s death it is said that his son Ara.zubi 

suoceededhim, but it is probable that one or two Chiefs 

came first and have been forgotten by the Binduri people, 

and that Ara.zubi was Yesya's grandson rather than his son. 

It was in Ara.zUbl's day that the Bazaberimies star-ted raidi 



raiding from the East. Tempane v{as then known as Garu 

and there was a. Nabnamba Kpamberi in charge who was. under 

Binduri. The Bazaberimies attacked GarWlaba. on many 

occassioDS but finally Arazubi and Garunaba. between them 

appear to have got a. bit of their own back. The 

Baza.berimies a.lv{8\Ys attacked wi.th horses, and the idea was 

. oonoeived of digging an enormous moat. right round Garooaba's 

house and adjoining land. V,lhen done it was oovered over 

with light branches, grass and earth. The. Bazaberimies 

WI'S purposely provoked and entioed to follow the 

retreating Nabnambas in the direotion of GarWlaba' shouse.. 

On reaching the moat they were Wlable to pull up until 

many of their horses had orashed through th~ thin surface, 

and chaos appears to have ensued. 

The moat is still plainly. visible and nearly encircles 

a. piece of land which must be 'lui te a quarter of a. mile 

in diameter. It is said that until comparatively 

recently one could see the remains of spurs and other 

bits of metal, but nea, with the oontinual silting up ot 
the trench, no such things are visible. '1'he whole place 

is tabu and nobody would think o~6xcavating. 

After the affair at. Garu Arazubi deoided tha.t the 

sooner he moved out of lala.ga the safer he'd feel, for 
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the Bazaberimies were sure to return. He therefore 

moved right across to Qumshe, a. section to the \'[est of his 

_L' present home Those of the Nabnambas who did not follow: Inti""') • 

were soon driven out by the Bazaberimies who ov:erran allhisi 

former oountry, including KUoO'J.'i. The Pusiga people were 

also dri-ven out. and fled to Sarabogo and other parts of 

Bawku. It is said that tp,e Bazaberimies were helped by 
. I 

oertain Chakosis (also knokn locally as Kambonsi} who 
I 

qppear to have waged war freqp.enUy on their ovm account., 

and not just when the Na of .h:.ampruasi ordered them to do SO..; 

The story is that. after ha"lling been driven away by 

the Kusasis at the battle of !golle (sea page 58) Na 

Kulba gave. the Chakoais permission to harrass the KUsasiS 

whenaver \they pleased. 

Some of the Nabnambas settled dO\vn at Gumshe with the 

Chief Arazubi. but many of them went on to YUiga in what 

is now French Country, staying for a short time at. 

Yaragun&'U in Bawku on the way. Arazubi died in Qumshe 

and was succeeded by Agani who moved to Tangsia, a short. 

distance away. 

After Agani oame Sanlda, and then 'Ninyam. It was 

during Sa.ni~ r s day that. the Nabnambas started to aome 

back (see under Kugri). Irhey settled at the present 
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Binduri, after spending a short time at Tampielim first. 

and when Winyam came from. Gambaga. where he I d been living. 

to sucoeed sanida he too decided to make Binduri his 

home. and, there the Chiefs of Binduri have lived ever 

since. 

All the present idandated Area was by now unlinbablt.ed. 

exoept for a. few Brmoba.s who had settled at Natenga in 

l'lokaInbo and refused to be driven out. B'mobas who had 

settled at Wirinyanga. in Bugur! Vlere expelled by the 

Bazaberimies some fifty or sixty years~ , ~o . , - they. 

together with the other Buguri inhabitants. who mostly 

11 vad near Zambala. fled i'lestwards. The B' mobas Ylent 

on and joined the Nabnambas at Yuiga, but soon came back 

and settled at Bianguri in Binduri. The other Buguri 

people settled at Zabagu in Bawku which had been their 

home onoe before. 

Gagbiri at this time formed p~ of Bawku and had 

never been inhabited at all. 

The Bazaberim.ies attack on Vl~inyanga was their last 

effort, for Europeans started to arrive soon afterwards. 

No International Frontier had been demarcated when 

descendants of the old Nabnambas who had been driven from 

their homes in Wokambo " and Tempane began to trickle back. 
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l.any of them were followers of lti.:,ure, the povrerful Chief 

of Kugri (see under Kug;ri) and refused to have ~ 

to do with Binduri. In taot Agure Was rubm1nally their 

overlord until the GeI'lllaIlS oooupied the wale area, when 

"'I'\.<. 
neither Kugri nor Binduri had anything. to S8¥ in the 

mat.ter. 

The duscendant; of the old Garunaba. oame into his 

own and became a. Chief in the pla.oe Where, nearly a 

hundred years before, his anoeator had been a sub-abief 

(Kpamberi) under Chief Arazubi of Binduri. before the 

latter fled Westwards. to new oountry. 

The name of Ga.runa.ba' s. oountry was ohanged to 

Tempane (Tempalaga· new ground), but the market whioh he 

established at Barabokko was. known as Garu. jlhen the 

Frontier left the market jus.t inside German Territory the 

C hie! of Kugri t S sons did their best to entice it a~ 

from Tempane, and in this they were eventually suocessful. 

The market became defunct .in Barabokko and was 

established at what is now known as Ge.ru 10 the Kugri 

country. It waa for a very long time a sore point betweeD 

the two Chiefs. 

The set~ up of Feragonaba at Kugri and his 

ultimate severance from Binduri has been described under 



The BUguri people returned to Zembala about. thirty­

three. years.. ago and from then on have never boked 

baak. 

Gagbiri became inhabited too, for same Zabagu 

people who had coma fram Nyokli:o, and before th-at fram 

Zorse , moved out into this completely bush part. The 

people of Zorse, which is close. to Bawku, are said to 

be Na.nka..'11lis from Bongo, North of Zuarungu. 

There is alsota. case of Sapelliga whioh should be. 

mentioned when on the subject of Binduri. Everything is 

very vague now. but at some time in the past it is said 

that Binduri owned Sapelllga. although the latter is 

aaross. the Volta in Toendema. This was even mentioned 

( 

in the District Record Book many years ago, but since 

Europeans.. have been up here Sapelliga ~ never followed 

Binduri. Certainly in 1.9t6 whan the late Chief of 

~pelliga was appointed at Bawku. Binduri. appears to have 

been present s but it does not seem to have been of much 

signifioance. The Chief of Binduri says that Sapelliga 

used to be a Kpamberi of Binduri, but it appears as if 

this.. may refer to the section of Sapelliga in Binduri 
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propex which is where. the family of the Chie! of 

Sape.ll1ga originaJ.l.y came frame They were Goashi-Kusasis 

and IIloved to Guzongo in Sapelliga sub-div1sion llIaIlY 

years ago. Here the people were mostly Busangas-

Later the GoasM-Kusaais moved a little to where the 

Chiefs house is to-day. Whether they 8VBV followed 

the Chief ot Binduri muoh again after they crossed the 

river, and how the· Goashi-KUsasis. bece.me the rulers 

instead ot the indigenous Busangas, are points' that. 

have yet. to be. oleared up. 

Na. Tampouri 
l ' . 

t.Yesya . 
1 .., 
i 

2..Arazubi 
1 

1 , " """""'" ,1 
J. Aga.ni 4. Sa.nida.. l __________________ ~ 

1 " , .. , . " . . "., ... ,., ,,1 
5.. Wi~e.m 6.Asigiri 

~l,-,-· -,,-· -" -,-,-· -,,-,-, -,lr,-,-,-, -,,-.-, -,-" ~,~'~' ~·l 
T .QambUa. 8. Yirimiya. , t ..AbinldogO 
. 1 
I,·,, ··, '" ",1 1 

!.Salifu to .. Nykema. t2.-.Awind:l. 
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TE.SHI. 

It 1s said that the first Chief ot Teshi 

was one ASalagi, a son of Na Jia who only reigned seven 

daYs at Nalerigu before being replaced by Kulba~ 

ASalagi was unpopular in Gambaga and was told to clear 

out and make himself a house somewhere in Kusasi. 

The inhabitants of Teshi, not oounting the 

Mamprussi element, are supposed to be of the same stoak 
Q 

as the Zebilla people. 

When an old man Asalagi returned to Gambaga, but he 

waS drowned when crossing the river at Zongoiri on the 

way. 

After A-salagi oame Adakali and various others of 

whom nothing is known. They were followed by Aliyeaba. 

A-liyeaba sided Wlii.6h. the Kusasis and helped them to 

defend Yuiga a~afunst the Na's Chakosis who had cama round 

from the East. Twioe this happened and twioe Aliyeaba 

"'(1.1') oaptured and taken to Sansane-itiango. He was delivered 

up each time at the Na's re~uest, but after the second 

occasion the Na refused to allow him to return to Teshi. 

After Arazuma, the 9th Chief, died the Chieftainship 

passed to his adopted son Akologo,whose father was one 
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Al'e.mi Mampruss1., but it returned · to the proper .famil¥ 

on Akologo's death. 

_. _. _ .• _._, _. ,_.-',000_. _. _, ._,_. _. _ . . _. 
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Dambungu, son of Na Kulba was the first Chief. 

The Te.nga lands were at that time bush.. He appears to 

have collected people from Detok (Angpal~) in Zebilla 

and various other places. He was himselt virtually 

Tindana., but he handed over the responsibilitt, ,to a Dl&J. 

from Sakom near&y. whose family still performs the duties 

involved. 

Dambungu's brother Salifu was Na of Mamprussi, and 

on the latter's death De.mbungu returned to Gambaga and 

suoceeded him. But not vnthout a struggle. 

The story is that he was opposed by another brother 
I 

the then Chief of Kurugu, and fratrioidal war was the 

result. In the ensuing struggle Dambungu was supported 

by the following people: -

Deburi, Chief of Bulkwere (his brother) 

Dauda? Chief of i'lokambo 

·1ie.mb0da., La.ter made 7th Chief of BaVlKv but at that 

time 11 ving 1n Bulkwere. 

The Chief of Kurugu was supported by all of Na 

Sa11fur s sana, among whom were four future Nas. 

A battle took place at Bulkwere and the Chief of 

Kur~ was defeated. He fled to Dagomba opuntry and 

Dambungl.l was installed as Na. 



Kurugu, however, was not finished with, and before 

long he brought a foroe whioh he is supposed to have 

rahed from among renegrade Dagombas, against his 

brother Deburi a1> Bulkwere.. Deburi was slain and hia 

body foully mutilated. Kurugu, fearful ot the . 

Qonse~uenoes, dispersed his army and fled almost alooe to 

his own oountry. The man who aotually killed Deburi 1s 

said to have been one Ibrahilll, son of Na Sal1fu. He 

implored Na Dambungu's forgiveoess, · but the latter waa 

so furious at the way 1n whioh his brother Deburi. had 

been butohered that he urged Deburi' s son. Mah8ma to rise. 

up and ldll Ibrahim in his turn. Mahama aaoo~ 

sought. him. out and tilled him. near Sakku. 

In the mea.otime the Chief of Kurugu had been 

discovered shelter~ in a woman's house over to the west. 

He escaped, but was interoepted again near walewale by-

DambUIlgU'S people. In the battle which. followed he. was 

slain. 

It is interesting to note that this was oot the only 

oocasion on which. certain DagomDas tought against the N& 

of Mamprussi. When B.enga was ooming. from his town of 

Bimshi 1>0 suooeed his brother Na Pari at Naler1gu. he was 

met by one Yibgadama., son of Na DambWWl. in Ga.mbaga. 
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Yingadama wanted to be Na so engaged Beriga in 

battle. In spite of the number of his people, however. 

he was defeated, a-nd Gambaga burnt to the crolUld. 

Yingadama was driven away and Beriga beoame Na. 

Soon afterwards, however, news was brought one night 

that Yingadama was aOming w:..th an army of DagombaB fram 

near Qushiego, and was encamped at Jawendi inside the 

OalIl.baga Distriat. Na Beriga started off immediately 

wi th a large following and attaoked Yingadama at davm. 

The Dagombas were routed, and Yingadama fled Southwards, 

never to be heard of again. 

It should bel mentioned that on both these occasions 

when Dagombas ware led against mamprussi the expedition 

took place against the orders of the Na of Yendi. 

Dambungu appointed one Bakela, son of the Chief of 

Illlkwere to be Chief of Tanga in his stead. But Bakela. 

never lived in Tanga. He merely paid oooasional visits. 

for the purpose of plaoating the fetish. He died in 

Bulkwere. 

It than appears that there was a long inter-regnum, 

and the nen. man we hear of is one Atalata, a very old 

man who r d been born in Tanga but who was related to 

pusiganaba, the aust.odian of the fetish Bungwa. 



16 .. 

Nothing alse is known until the coming of ABD6HAMANI, 

flo . ~n of Nyembasi, Chief of Nagbo in Mamprussi. who 

arrived in Tamgal as Chief about the same time. as the 

British arrived in Gambaga.. He found the Kusasis hostile.. 

however, and soon returned to Gambaga. 

About. W98 .AIIlore., son of the Mahama who had alain 

Ibrahim. oaIIl6 from. Gballa, a vi~lage near the site of the 

old telegraph station in Gamb~. 

He ruled until !917 when ha was. suoQeedad by 

Mehama, his son, who still rules. 

__ -000.----
. , , ,. . , . , ; . ,. ,. . ,. ,. , 



Vi 0 K A..[d .d u. 

Before the country we now know as Wokambo 

{ 
was inhabited by B:mobas the Southem hal~"which was all 

bU~ belonged nWninally to Sinnebaga. while the Northern 

half was occupied by the Chief of Binduri and his 

Nabrullllbas.. INhen ad these were driven out by the. 

Bazaberimies. and Chakosis this large. and particularly 

fertile ~ea also became. bush. Some years later B'mobas 

came in and settled at Natenga, but it was not until just 

before the arrival of Europeans that the Chief of 

VloiwIilio proper, which is miles away to the East, migrated 

with many of his people and settled at Danugu.. To-day 

there are some 8000 B' mobas in the English Vlokambo. not 

counting many thousands in other parts of the hlandated 

area as well. The original \1omambo is in French 

Territory and is still knovm as such. There is a Chief 

who is of the same family as the one ruling here. 

~io first the Danugu people were a.d.ministered by the 

Br1t1sh .. · This was before the Germans oame along and put 

their flag there, but wnen the Frontier was made (see page 

(' 

2B} Danugu became German,.:· _. The Chief (Dooti now) soon 

r eturned to the real Wokambo and remained there till after 
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the war. 'l'hen the b4lundary was made between britisn 

and E'rench Alandated Territory and the Chief, Lari, was 

separated from a.ll those of his people liVing on the 

British sida. ~or a time there was no Chief in the 

British halt and then early in 1-92) the Chief decided to 

cross over and settled down in British Territory. He was 

immediately made Chief of British 1V0kambo and the French 

found somebody else to fill the office on their side. 

Wokambo has the distinction of having sent the first 

of it.s Chiefs, Issaka, son of Na Atabia, back to Nalerigu 

/pi/;"" 
to be Na Jie. or Ne. Jaringa., but it 1s not q\l1te certain 

v 

which of them it was. 

_, _ , ,_,_,_, -', 000._, _, ,_,_, _ ... _, 



K U S ~ NAB A. 

Much has alvBady been said about Kusenaba 

in the Kusasi Legend given in Chapter 1 (see page lO) 

and again in Chapter 11 (see page 18 ). There is not 

much more known about him and his people to record. 

One thing does seem oertain, however, and that is 

that. at the time we first came into Toendema Kusanalk 

I 
more nearly resembled a Cllief in the reafeaning of the 

word than any other Kusasi did. 

Had we knoi'm more about him thirty years ago and 

concentrated more on his development it seems almost 

possible that he might have evolved into a head Chief 
Toellciemtl 

for ~ ,leaving out the hlamprussi Areas of Teshi and 

Tangs p(;Dfla.PS. As it was~ however, we found him to be 

in a. comparatively small way with few people, so we merely 

accepted him as a Chief and then passed on to find the 

next one. Finally we hed a. string of Chiefs - mostly 

erstwhile Tindanas - all very pleased wi-&i-. the new 

power thrust upon them, and all frantically jealous of 

eaah other. From that day on any sort of oohesion 

between 'them was impossible. Even last year, when they 

were asked if they would oare to elect a Tribal Chief 



from among themselves. for Toendema only 1 instead 01' 

joining in with. A galle and uniting with them under eo 

~ingle. leader, they refused point blank. They se,id 

they 'Kould unite under the Chief of BaVfku or nobody at all. 

Even Kusanaba asks for nothing more than that he shall be 

recognized as the senior Chief. in Toendema.. even if this 

gives him no authority over the others. 

___ 000,_,-', _, ,_,_,_,..." 
"'".,"' ,, " ,., 
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Z E B ILL A • 

fuention has already been made of how the 

original settlers in Zebilla were two brothers named 

APutoba and Abiongo from Detokko in the Talansi oountry 

(Frafra). The present Zebilla people are very vague as 

to their history, but the followir~ interesting legend, 

whioh has many parallels in native folklore. is told fairly 

oonsistently. 

It is said that Aputoba was a great hunter and that 

his sister had befn':iu marriage to one of a party of 

travelling lIamprussis. They took her aWa:j to Gambag;a. 

where she lived with her husband. One day many years 

later she returned with some people to see her relatives 

in Detokko. She told of a fierce bush-oow which was 

prowling about the water-holes outside Nalerigu and 

preventing the people from drawing water. Aputoba rose 

up. went to Gambaga. and killed the bush-oow. AS a reward 

for hiS good Ylork the Na gave him a fetish and told him 

to go and find a good place tv put it. Aputoba. wandered 

about until he oame to some bush oountry in Kusasi whioh 

ha liked. He decided to settle hara and called it D'3tok, 

after his old home. He had many desoendants, of whom the 

pnesent UGief is one 



Z 0 N G 0 I R I. 

The Zongoiri people are Gbingbinga-Kusasis 

and, as mentioned already, were found by the Gballi-

Kusasis on the lands of Kllrabaga under Widinabe.. and from 

which they were promptly driven out. 

The story goes that when the Gbingbingas got 

down to Zongoiri the country was practically all bush 

except for a small settlement of ~amprus.sis. This 

settlement appears to have been ,lmown. as Bulkwere. There 

was e. Chief named Seblohabe., son of the Na, and it is 

supposed his father considered him too far a.wa:j from 

Nalerigu, for he VIas aalled up to reside a.t the t .op of the 

scarp. Ire did so, and built a new Bulkwere which is the. 

one we lmow to-day.. Before going he gave all the. land 

to the Gbingbingas with the exception of Yibuni, where 

there were some other 1iamprussis residing. Their 

desoendants are still there, and the Tindana is named 

!kpieri Mamprussi, while his son .Alnbimbuni is Headman and 

a followe.r of Zangoiri. Yibuni has about twelve 

compounds onlt. 

The ruling family in Zongoiri ars often said to be 

Talansi Frafras. ThiS, however, is not tba ca.se. They 

c1.JU.. GbingbinEa.s. But one of their ancestors. - Atasaka bw: 
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name - journeyed t .o Tongo in the Talansi oountry t.o 

placate the great fetish in the Tong hills and invoke 

its aid in begetting children by his favourite wife who 

remained barren. On his.. return he brought eo fetish frOlll 

Tong with hinl, and this oame to be greatly thought of. 

and res~ected by everybody, evan Talansis coming sometimeS 

to pl~ate it.. It ll.s therefore no wonder that the Chief 

is often looked upon as a Talansi himself~natives who do 

not. know the story. 

Zongo1ri had not produced a. Chief viheo we arrived in 

Gambaga, so one Awendi, gran son of Atasaka, was apPointed 

to the position. 

In the early days of the Administration Zongoiri was 

the hOllle of the Moronaba, or Chief of the Moshis, who had 

I 
been driven out. of ~'{a.gadugu by the French. He VIas. allowed 

to staY at Zongoiri provided he swore loyalty t.o the 

British. This he did, and many of his followers, joined 

the Regiment. On the death of the Moronaba, the majority 

of his people left Zongoiri and returned to French Territory 

Zongoiri has sometimes been described as a. Hause. town. 

There is here an instance of the w~ in which Rausa influen-

oe has SO often altered a. name, or even changed it. 

altogether, in places to which Hausas have penetrated. 
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Zongoiri is not a Rausa town at all. Its proper name 

is Kpombaya, and aa such it is still known by many Kusasia. 

The first Chief of Kpombaya was ona Awandi Kusasi 

who was appointed soon after our ,arriva.l in Gambaga. 

His father was named Zongbweogo which means"Hausa". 

Following a very usual cust.om when several children in a 

family have died previously a new betly is often €;iven some 

axotic name in the hope that this will protect it. from 

the sickness. that carried oU the others. This was done 

in the case of Zongbweogo. lie esoaped the sickness, and 

in time became about, the most important man in Kpombaya.. 

He used to trade corn with the Mamprussis and they oame 

to speak of Kpombaye. as Zongbweiri, which means liThe Rausa's 

house. II 

Zongbweiri 1s usually pronounced Zongoiri by 

Europeans, and so it has come to be written in the maps. 

In the <19) 1. Census there were only 9 Hausas in the 

whole of the Zongoiri Sub-Division whioh has a. population 

of over )000 .. 

A better example of Rausa influence changing a. name 

is perhaps that given by Withersgill in his booklet "The 

Mosh! Tribe" '. There it is. said th.at the Moshi town of 

Tioga Kurgu, i.e. flOld town ll was turned by the Hausas 



into Tankurku. Incidentally i!.'uropaana. have corrupted it. 

still furtbar into Te~\l. 

__ ---.:000, __ _ 
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WIDINABA 
,. , ~ ...... , , • I' • , • , " ,. . . 

Ail mentioned in the Kusasi legend (see ~e. to) 

Vl1d1naba was one of the earliest hames. of the Kusasia who 

crossed the hills fllld came into what is no"" British 

Territory. The Gb1~bi.nga.s were the.u~il'st. and then the 

Salansansi came. Oller !f:ram lColsabUJga with the Gballls 

and drove them out. I When the Salansensi (the original 

Kusasis) and the Gballis. broke up into factions, and 

dispersed to various places, some of the Gba.llls remained 

behind, and it is their descendants who form the greater 

part of the Widinaba population to-da3. 

It seems propable that the Bimbas, who came in much 

later, stayed for e. time in Vlidinaba before pa.ssing on 

down to their home in Bina.bs.. 

___ ..:ooo,~O ___ _ 
,.'; """ " ",.;, ... ; ~ ; ; 
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TIL. I~ 

The people of Tili are Gballi - Kusasia and 

therefore the. same as the inhahltanta of Widinaba and 

the Lamboya section of Zebilla(see page ~). 

They do not own : their land, however. for this belongs 

to the remnants of the Gumbo people. most of whom mi~ted 

to J\golle after family Cluarrels more than a hundred yeara 

ago. The ruling family at Tili is Gballi and the Chiei' 

now lives on f.riandly terms with the Gumbo Tinciana, though 

this was not always the oase. 

The first mlief was Akulbila, made soon aftar the 

British arrived. 

_, _. _, ,_,_,_._, 000_._. _. _. ,_._._, 
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B I NAB A. 

The Bimba,-Kusasis, who inl:labit Binaba, came 

trom Biengu, near Zawgo, and are much the same as the 

Zawga people. They came fa±rly recently and settled at 

a place oalled Dagbanga vlhioh was then inhabited by some 

Mamprussis (see page qq ) .. 

Whether they drove the Mamprussi settlement out, or 

whether the Mamprussis cleared out on their own acoount 

is not certain, but go they did for some reason or other. 

The Chief of Binaba has rilen from a oomparatively 

unimportant pers~ to a position of some importanoe. 

Before the Administration took over there was only 

a handful of. people at Binaba. and they had no Chief. 

Then Zongoiri seems to have stepped in when he became 

a Chief, and he appointed one Abuguri to be Headman ot 

Binaba. Later there were. ,arguments as to whether Binaba 

waS to belong to Kusanaba or Zongoiri, but on the 16th 

May, t906 it was deolared independent of both. About 

this time Abuguri paid a visit to the Na, after whio.h -M. 

was reoogn~zed as a Ohie! instead of a Headman. 

__ ---:000--_ 
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The Kugri people are probably the most 

interesting in the country of Kusasi. Many years ago 

the Kugri landa belonged nominally to Binduri. and up to 

the time the Chalcosis caused Ara~ubi. Chief of Binduri, 

to leave b:alaga. there were a few Nabnamba-Kusasis living 

there. i'/hen Arazubi moved to Gumshe. however. the 

Kugris easo appear to have fled for safety from Kugri to 

YUiga in the Upper Volta. stopping for a short time at 

Yera.gungu in Bawku on the way. 

Later when Samida Vias Chief and living at Tangsia 

the Nabnambas came back and settled for a ~10rt ttmK period 

at Tampielim in Bawku and then went on to 'IThat is now 

Binduri. 'Nhile there. one of them appears to have bouib-t 

a slave from some passing traders. The slave waS named 

Asunka and vms also of the Habnamba. tribe, having been 

caught in the Fraira oountry hy the Ba.za.berimies and sold 

to the traders who had intended taking him t.o Salaga.. 

Asunka was apparently a man of some oharacter, and 

Vlilen the next Chief ','/inyam came and settled at. Binduri he 

received him as a. gift from his owner. Asunka soon 

became a great favourite with the Chief and waS apparently 
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of some oonseCiuence in Binduri. 

At this time Kutri was was s. tin deserted, and 

Winyam. deoided to put Aaunka down there for the purpose 
. \ 

of oollecting another toll - in addition to the one he 

himSelf already took at Binduri - trom all travellers 

prooeeding to Sinnebaga and Gambaga.. This toll was taken 

as a matter of oourse by Bawku, Binduri and Sinnebaga, and 

oorresponded to the well-known "fito" in the Hausa States 

whioh was a tax that had to be paid by everybody on leaving 

a oountry. The Moshi word for llfitoll is IIferago" and 

ASWlka came to be known as Feragonaba i.e. Sa.rkin Fi to, Or 

the Chief of tolls. 

It was not long before Feregonaba attracted a great 

many of hia Nabnamba relatives from Binduri, and by the 

time he died, and his son Agure succeeded him. the Kugri 

people were more or less independent of Binduri and 

oollecting the"FeJ:ago" on their own aooount. 

In 1.89; the Kugris fought and routed the troops. of the 

Ma of Mampruss1. The casus belli, as sO usual, was a 

series ot "woman palavers" between Mahama, the acting 

Ohief otBawku and AgUl'e, the new Chief in Kugr1. 

During one of those palavers Yakubu Mamprussi, brother 

of Mahama and also of the present Chief Abuguri, was 



proceeding viaKUe~i with some cattle and sheep whi~ 

he proposed to sell in Gambaga. [e was refused.passage 
I' 

until the woman oonoerned was brought from Bawku and 

delivered safely to Agure. 

Not long after there was more trouble between Bawku 

end Kugri, and when Ma.ha.ma gave out that he was now ready 

to go to Gambaga to be made Chief by the Na the Bind~ 

people warned him that Aggre was making preparations to 

hold him up on the road. 

Yakubu, his brother, was therefore sent seoretly by 

Wokambo to the Na (Beriga) to inform him of Agurefs 

intentions and to ask if perhaps the Na would agree to 

send representatives. to Bawku to install Maha.ma as. Chie! 

on the spo~instead of the latter having to prooeed to 

Gambaga for the oeremony. The Na refused and sent 

Yakubu back to say that he proposed to send an army against 

the Kugris and a.nn.mh1late them. 

On hearing of the Na's intentions the Kugris sent two 

men - Daramani and Aoheriga - to the Limam of Gambaga. 

with two she.ep and 20.000 cowries, and begged him to 

interoede with the Na on their behalf. The Na refused to 

treat and oaptured both the messengers. Daramani he sold 

for gunpowder, but Aaheriga esoaped and brought baok to 



Kugri news of the coming war. 

After a short stay in Gambaga Yakubu returned to 

Bawku and the day after his arrival the Nat s !?;uns were 

heard in Ku.,"T1, twenty miles away. 

Mehama the acting Chief, started off for KUo"Ti with 

twelve horses to see the slaughter of the Kugris. But on 

arrival in Binduri what waS his astonishment to hear that . 

the Mamprussis had suffered enormous losses and \'{ere being 

driven back to Ga.m.baga by the men of Kllt,"TL News had 

been brought tiil the effect that Agure proposed to advance 

I 
on Binduri and Bawku when he returntdfrom harrying the 

~amprussis. Gambila was Chief of Binduri and he decided 

to withdraw on Bawku with hlahama. 

A few days later, hovlever, the people of Tangsia, 

Poyamiri, Gumyokko, Kado, and one or two other sect.ions 

under Binduri came and begbed Gambilla to return, saying 

that they wished to have no dealinga with Kugri and would 

stand by him if Aggre Xi really did come. Gambila 

therefore returned to Binduri, and Agure appears to have 

decided to rest on his laurels, for he made no advanoe 

against him. 

The Nat s army was commanded by one ':lakeso, Chief 

butcher in Gambaea, and it is said t.hat he brought 400 guns 
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and 50 horses. 

~e st.ory goes that the Kugris. left their houses 

full of peto, but no water anywhere. and ratired into 

hiding up on the hill where. ghe Reat House now stands. 

A few remainoo in the village, inclUding an old patriarch 

with a long beard named Agbanabawindi who was a stranger. 

They were all ldlled by the 1iamprussis who thought 

Agbanabawindi was Agure himself . They then started to 

drink the peto, and in due cour se the Kugris. who had by 

now been reinforced by people from Binduri,Zibagu, Zorse. 

Tampielim, and other places, desoended upon them and killed 

great numbers. The enemy fled, and were followed as far 

a.s the MoEagO river, where people from a.s far away as 

Zebilla arrived in time to assist in giving them the coup 

de grace. 

Na Beriga was enraged at the defeat and started 

preparations for the complete subjugation of Agolle the 

following dry season. He proposed to bring Chakosis from 

Sansane-Mango Wld to ask the Ha of Yendi to assist him with 

his Dagombas. as they had done in the paat during the reign 

of Na Kulba .. 

During' the rainy season, however, the Europeans 

arrived in Ganrbaga and the Na was deprived of an 
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opportunity of taking his revenge. 

For very many years after this the Kugri people 

rejoiced in the fact that they had never been conquered 

,by the Mamprussis. They are still proud of it, but 

they have very diffeItent feelings for M.amprussi now-a.-days, 

and the present Chief Asana, a son of Agure, came recently 

to the Chief of Bawku to be confirmed as a. Chief a.coording 

, 

to Ma.mprussi custom. 

Kugri was declared independent of Binduri in i910. 

In' i9~ it was visited by fil1e Governor Thorburn, who was 

aocompa.nied by the He. of hlamprussi Ora. Wibiga). 

A most interesting entry was made in the District 

Reco»d Book on July tOth, 19t4 by the District Commissioner. 

It runs as follows:-

"Chief said he had heard that the Germans were 

"going to take this country. He eXpressed great 

iidisinol1nation to be under German rule and affirmed 

"that he would personally lead all his people against 

il them in such an event.rl' 

______ ~oOo ______ _ 



PUS I G A 

Tile history of Pusiga has been re.lated, mostly 

in Chapter Vl~ 

Now-a-days Pusiga Sub-Division is receiving a constant 

flow of immigrants from French 1erritory, largely Yangal 

and Busangas, the result being that less than half the 

total population is Kusasi. 

l-usiga. itself, from the usual collection of scattered 

compounds, is ~ecoming quite a village, consisting largely 

of Hausas. 
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nle above, four Suh-D1Vis~ons have already 

been disauss.ed under Binduri in this Chapt~r.. AU of 

them, with the exaeption of Sapelllga. ~e in the Mandat.ed 

,Area., The KUsasis in both. Sapelliga and Buturi form 

acmsidarahl1 less t.ban halt tha i population, ow1n& to t.ba 
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T I liL 0 N 1 .. 
" ',t""""'or 

The land an which the Timoni pe.ople li va. is 

said to have at one time fornled part ot the Mampr'USsi 

Sub-Division. 'langa. But the Chiefs of Tanga \Vere always 

so effete t until Europeans came and established them a. 

bit more firmly, that the people of Timoni do not ever 

seenl to have paid much attention to th6lll~ 

The original inhabitants., like those of Tanga., say 

the:), oame from. Datok in Zebilla. so are probably of 

Talan~i descent. Previow! to this., however. they say 

that they were in Sawurugu. near Bans! in Binduri. But thi! 

seems doubtful. 

Sometime at the beginning og the present oentury, or 

possibly earlier, a man named Alubandi settled in Timoni . 

Alubandi. was the son of one Alwoh, whose father wa.s named 

Hauya. a Kassena who came from. Janogo in Kassana country 

to peregu in Tashi. 

Attar he'd been in T1m0ni. & few years. Aluba.{)di seems 

to have got himSeU eleated Hea.dman a.t the tbm house. of 

ona Ajil1be. Kusaa1. In March J909 'rllnoni was deolared 

independent ot Tange. and sinoe then. .!lub&ldi has been 

known a.a Chief. 



A year or so e.!t.el' this a. man named Awindi whose. , 
father had beezt"T1ndana. ot Tim.oni, claimed that. he. should 

be ~et inatead 01' the stranger Alubandi. lie was. told that 

either he or his son should succeed Alubandi when he died. 

In the meantime they were to lea.ve Timoni. Alubandi 

st1l.111vea. and Awindi is dead. BUt. h1.a sons stitl live 

in B1nduri, and presumably when Alubandi dies. the promise 

made in the. pa.st. aoncerlli~ his suaoessor will be tulfilled 



GU1.BOiUiliA AHD KALBH.3IHAi3A • 
. . ~ . '.' . , .. . , . . ' ," . . .. . ".. . . 

These two interesting persona.lities of the 

past have been referred to already in Chapter ll. 

Their stories up to a. point are interwoven, so it will 

be more convenient to oonsider them to~ether • 

Long before the Mamprussi Chief.s that we know novi in 

Molle oame, and before the Bimbas had come to Agolle, and 

even perhaps before the other Kusasi clans came down from 

r 
',lidinaba., theta were living at Boiya in Binaba same 

Uamprussis who had com~ from Gambaga. Boiya Vlas then 

known as Gumbo and the leader of these Mamprussis was 

Gumbonaba. Aahort distanoe aw~ at Dagbanga (near the 

present Rest House of Binaba) Q~bona.ba had some relatives. 

One ot them had a daughter who maI'ried a KUsasi named AI'am 

from B1engu (near Zawga. in French Territory). Ara.m had 

a son by her who was named Agbida. This youth was a.lways 

being bullied and illtreated on account of his hlamprussi 

mother. Apparently his mother's people were related [,0 

the Ha, and when the latter heard how the boy was beinL 

treated he aent people to fetoh him to Gambe.ge.. Here the 

boy spent sometime, and then the He. made a fetish for him 

He said that it WIDuld 
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proteQ~ him from the people, and, owing to its power to 

b:.ting either good or bad fortune to the people, according 

to his instructions I would in time come to be grElatly 

respected by everybody. Agbida came home and waS. knovm 

as. Kalensinaba. 

When Agbida. died nobody sucaeeded him as oustodian 

of the fetiSh. for a long time. Finally his.. g'l'a.nd.son 

A-dita took on the job and he seems to have gained· 

considerable respeot. throughou'~ most of the Northern part 

of Toendema. Whether it was. before his time or after that 

the Kusasis spread over Toendema is not Imown. 

All that seelllS to be known is that at some remote 

period there Was Gumbonaba ftmotloning as. a great fetish 

man in Boiye; and Kalensinaba ftmotioning in the same way 

at Biengu. The latter was the junior of the two. 

Then we C4lIle to the time when a Gumbonaba named 

Zawunugu died end his relatives ~ought over the sucoession • 

There were two main pairties, and finally that to whioh the 

senior members of the family belonged moved to Kosongo 

in zebilla. The younger branch stayed at Boiya and one 

AJno[31. became the Naba. He died a few days after returning 

from Nhlerigl+ and then his elder bl'other Asayidiga, who \vas 

in Ka.songo, got htmDelf made Naba. He moved over to 



Yorugtl, near the Vfnite 'lolta, and settled down there. He 

was succeeded thel\!by one Lalungu.. During the latter's 

day, however, there were more family quarrels and Laltmg\1' s 

brother Abangada left YorUo~, crossed over into !golle, 

and settled at Mo~onori to the North of Bawku. 

After Lalungufs death nobody succeeded for a number of 

year:~, but one day a sorcerer indioated to Abangada f s son 

Atelangu, who was living in Mogonori, that he WaS the new 

Naba. He, went to Nalerigu, was made N~, and returned to 

1Il0gonori. Later on a marauding band of Chakosis drove 

Atelangu and his people to Yer8.b"1.U'lgU, where he him.s.elf , 

his wife and child, were all killed. The Nabaship 

lapsed again for many years, and this was during the period 

when Seteem was Chief of Bawku, i.e. roundabout t80Q, or 

a little later. 

Later, when Bako was Chief of Bawku, Azoah became 

Gumbonaba, and returned to Mogonori again where he and his 

descendants have lived ever since. After Azoah came 

,Uoteba, Abelimburi and the present man Abuguri • 

.A$ can be easily understood Gumbonaba. i 's to-day ra.ther 

a nonentity. He is just a Kpamberi under the Chief of 

Bawku, not even a Sub-Divisional Chief, and there are only 
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a few' old people to-day who know that nearly two oentur*e~ 

~o Gumbonaba was perhap~ the most important man in 

Toendema.. 

The Gumbo people now retain none of their Mamprussi 

characteristios at all. They've forgotten the language 

and have adopted all the Kusasi customs. This is even 

more than the present six Mamprussi Chiefs have done. The 

remnants of the junior branoh of the family still live 

near Bolya &nti ovm same land, inoluding that of TilL. 

To return to Kalensinaba. It seOJ!S more than 

probable t.hat after Gumbonaba ceased to funotion properly 

the fame of Kalensinaba's fetish spread further South, and 

the Bimbas, having oome from Biengu, his .own town, would 

doubtless have continued to plaoate it. 

What happened to Kalensinaba when the French took all 

that part of the oountry is somewhat vague, and there is 

no account of him at all in the local District Records. 

There is an old man who says he is Kalensinaba. living now, 

and who croased over into British Territory a few years 

ago. E.e is named Atiga and says his brother Alrumpagi was 

Yl.8lensinaba befol's him, though they both belong to So junior 

branch of the old ruling family. He says his father was 

fOnde Chief of BiGUCu by the J!lrenoh and that later they 
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put most of his family in prison, as a result of which he 

crossed into British Territory . Ke lives now more or less 

unnoticed at Widinaba .. 

____ 000, ___ _ 
, , " , , , '" , 
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• Zure is oalled a Kpamberi but he is really only so in 
name, for he oontrols. a. tiny area only. 

SIl'iliERAGE KP AlilBERI. 



t.IDmpa 
- 1 

~ENllU B. . 
...... ,."~ ' I ,. " ~ 

GRHlijAUIGlCA Ia ~ 01 m HAS. OF iWIlPRUSSl COMPJiLED ltABGELY 
-waa iia • . G.ll,h' ACW· S lUSlORY OF THE. ~HUSSI mBE. 

~;"'.;; " J!:'''~'::~ 

t" , , , , , " " ",1-
2.Z1r1ll J. ~ 

*'1-, ,-, -, ,-:"', ~, ,-:,", :";"T1 
4..Ban1ma1agu 5.Ua.re~ 

1 ''''''''''''t 6.~ 1 
I, ......... ··1 1 

'.KwaJ1 (JIIorel 8.Tampourl. 9.S1F~KapaDga.i 

-~;- ;--;-;-. . , , , , 

10-. Vlont.oal1 
1 

U. Atab1a 
1 
~- .- . -.-~- ;-.-~ .. --;-;;-~- :-:- .. , . , , , , ' ·~~l 

12. Yampsa{Ha JaringaJ tJ.KurUgu 14.Nabp1.s1.(Sd8Jll8Ilj-) 
1 . 1 _ 

~,-- ,· r, ,,," · ·,,~·"· · .. ,,··-,l 1 . 
i.5: Bongo(fiai.uii8,j lb.1la J1& (Andani) 1 

_. . - 11.Kulba 
.1 
r;~··- ·~ 

ta.SaJ.ifu. 19.Dambungu 
1 

I· . , , .. , , , .... , .. , - -I· ... .. , . , .. , . '" ,I:' ... , , , . , ·1 
20. YimgU.{Da1IUra) 2~.Napari( I1mhash1 22.Berlga 24. Zore. 

1 - - 1 - 1 
25.ifi.biga 2).Sigiri(SlllamaID) 1 

26 .Wa!o (leMMa) 



APPENDiX C • 
..... , co'· "" 

Rule-I. 
On the death of a Chief he is followed 

by the eldest man surving who is son of a, previous Chief . 

If this is not his own brother it could only be his cousin. 

For any unoles he may have had would have occupied the 

stool already, even though they were younger than he . 
(see next rule.) 

Rule-H. AftEr his oousins(if any) and brothers 

(if any) he is succeeded by his brother(s sons in order of 

seniority - if his brothers had reigned - or even by his 

own son if the latter was the senior of the~ all. (see how 

Mombada r S own son lUahama, beoame Chief tIf Bavlku instead of 

Pamali, son of his elder brother Bako) 

In no oiroumstances could a brother be passed over 

in favour of a son or nephew even if the son or nephew 

was older than the brother. (see how well it is 

reoognized that Bawa, brother of Abuguri the present Chief 

of Bawku is senior to his hephew Nambie, son of Zongbweogu, 

although Nambie is an older man than he.) 

The following extracts fro~ the genealogioal trees 

of the Chief of Bawlru, the Na, and Chief of Binduri help 

to illustrate these t~o rules. 
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1",,, .... ,, ,1 
6. Bako l.Mamboda. 

""1-,-, .-.-, -,-,,-,"1 I ' . ~ . .. I .. . .. ..1 .. ·· · ·1 .. ·· .. 1 · .. I J 
Na.kyimnaba Pamali 8.Mahama. 9long-10 .Abuguri.Ha.run.e.. Ya.kubu.Ba.wa.' 

1 oweogo ; 
1 1 . 

Arna.nd! Nambie lolder than Bawa., his 
-unole" ·but junior in rank 

WhanMambodt died his brother Bako.' s son Naky'lmntha 

was the heir but he died just before-being enstooled. 

Pa.ma.l.i, Na.kyim.naba.' s yO\lIlf; brother, iWos younger than 
, 

hla,hama who therefore took Na.kyjmnaba IS plaae, and 

suoaeeded Mamboda.., his own fe.ther. MahMa was followed 

by his brother Zongbweogo. 

on Zongbweogo' s death Pamal1 should have suaaeeded 

before Zobgbweogo's brother Ab~i/1S pamali, though 

younger than Zongbweogo was older then Abugur1. liowever, 

pamali predeoeased Zongbweogo, as Abuguri suooeeded. 

In this paxtiaular case, however, it is generally 

held that Pama11 would have been: turned down by the Ma 

even if he had been alive, because it is said that on one 

ooaas1on Pamali committed an indisoretion with the Na·s. 

wite, S.t.111 that does not. alter the rule-, and all agree 

111 stating that. had l'amali not offended the Na, and lived 

lo~ enougb.. he would have been Chief before Abugur1. 



Similarly, according to this r eckonong the next Na of 

fuamprussi. snQuld be. the Chief of Paragu if he is older 

than WUni, for he bears the same relationship to Wuni 

as Pa.ma.li. did to Abuguri. This is illustrated below 

by the extract from the Nata genealogical tree.:-

J;al s TRBb. 

Na Salifu. 
1 
1 

1 · · · · · ·T · · ·· ··1· ···· · · ·1 
2O.Na Y~u\Dawura)2t.Na Pari(Yimbashij ~BeriEa.24.Zore 

1 . 1 ' 1 
25. Wibiga I ........... ·1 1 

23. Sigiri Chief of . 1 

1 .. 
.Uau:'bila. 

1 

( Sulamani ) Par aE,'1l l. 
1 
1 
1 

1· · ··· 1 ·1 ·1 1 
2.6.lJa Walo (iUahama ) Wuni 14ahama lssa Adam 

rllHDuRJ. I S l'Rllli. 

Na l'ampouri 
1 

t. Yes1a 

2. Arazubi 
1 

I .. · 
3· Afaili 
1··· . .. .. · 1 

5.VlinYf1 6.Asitiri 

. . ·1 ... . · 1 · . · 1 · 
8.Yirimiya. . AZabo 1l.AbLndogo 

1 
Ayamdogo 

,, 1 
Danaba. 

In the ca.se of NOS. 9. and 1.0, Salifu and Nykema, it. 

will be seen that the rules were broken and 11: was only 

lin ' 92.9 that the rightful man Abindogo got the stool. 

u~ .' atl!' brothel' Azabo is almost blind so was excluded. a.,o.S ... 



n.Cllu-lll. ;"ny one of the following <U8toilities 

may exclude the rightful heir, in which case the stool 

passes to the next man, or even furjoher than that it 

neoessary:-

(1) Blindness or loss of one eye. 

(il} Leprosy. 

(iii} 1iadnesa. 

(iv} Finger or toe missing. 

(v) Deformity. 

(An~ -- -other disfigurement is a.pparently not a suffioient 

oeuse for rejeotion.) 

(vi) Bad char-nater or perhaps even ina ompetenoy • 

(vii) Left-handedness . 

(nU) Behaviour disoreditable to a member of the Chief's 

family e.g. oontinual drunkenness or excessive oonsorting 

with the common people. 

RUle-IV. -The real heir may renounce his rights of his 

own tree will for any reason if he so wishes, but onoe 

he has done this he can never olaim. the 

oocasion 
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