
GOLD COAST COLONY AND ASHANTI 

The Gold Coast Colony and Ashanti (Legislative Council) 
Order in Council, 1946 

AT 

WHEREAS by the Gold Coast Colony (Legislative Council) Orders 
in Council, 1925 to 1939, provision is made for the constitution and 
powers of a Legislative Council for the Gold Coast Colony: 

AND WHEREAS by the Ashanti Order in Council, 1934, provision 
is made for the administration of Ashanti and for the making of 
laws therefor : 

Atm WHEREAS it is expedient to make pro\'ision for the 
constitution and powers of a Legislative Council for the Gold Coast 
Colony and for Ashanti : 

Now, THEREFORE, His Majesty, by virtue and in exercise 
of the powers vested in Him by the British Settlements Acts, 1887 
and r945, and of all other powers enabling Him in that behalf, is 
pleased, by and with the advice of His Pri\'y Council, to order, and 
it is hereby ordered, as follows :-

PART I 
Preliminary 

1.-(r) In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires :-
" the appointed day" means the day appointed under section 2 

. of this Order ; 
" Ashanti" means the territories from time to time defined as 

such by Order of His Majesty in Council; 
"the Colony" means the Gold Coast Colony as from time to 

time defined by Order of His Majesty in Council; and for the 
purposes of this Order references to the Colony shall include that 
part of Togoland under British Mandate, known as the Southern 
Section, which is for the time being administered as if it formed 
part of the Colony ; 

"the Council" means the Legislative Council constituted under 
this Order; 

"the Eastern Province" means the Eastern PrO\'ince of the 
Colony as from time to time defined by or under any law in force 
m the Gold Coast ; 

" the Executive Council" means the Executive Council of the 
Gold Coast; 
~he existing Orders" means the Orders in Council mentioned 
HI the Schedule to this Order; 

"the Gazette" means the official Ga,~elte of the Gold Coast' , , 
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.. the Gold Coast" means the Colony, Ashanti and the Northern 
Territories of the Gold Coast; and for the purposes of this Order 
references to the Northern Territories shall include that part of 
Togoland under British Mandate, kno~n as the Northern Section, 
which is for the time being administered as if it formed part of the 
Northern Territories; 

.. the Governor" means the Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Gold Coast and includes the Officer for the time being ; 
administering the Government and, to the extent to which a Deputy I 

for the Governor is authorised to act, that Deputy; I 

.. the Governor in Council" means the Governor acting with the 
advice of the Executive Council, but not necessarily in accordance 
with that advice nor necessarily in such Council assembled; 

.. Meeting" means any sitting or sittings of the Legislative 
Council commencing when the Council first meets after being 
summoned at any time and terminating when the Council is 
adjourned sine die or at the conclusion of a session; 

"Native Authority" means a Native Authority constituted 
under any law for the time being in force in the Gold Coast who or I 

which is not subordinate to any other Native Authority (or, in the 
case ' of Ashanti, not subordinate to any Native Auth9rity other 
than the Ashanti Confederacy Council) and has been appointed and I 

is for the time being recognised by the Governor as a Native 
Authority; 

" Native Court" means a native court constituted under any 
law for the time being in force in the Gold Coast; 

"Nominated Official Member" means a Nominated Member of 
the Council who at the time of his appointment as such holds an 
office of emolument under the Crown in the Gold Coast; 

"Nominated Unofficial Member" 'means a Nominated Member 
of the Council who at the time of his appointment as such does not 
hold an office of emolument under the Crown in the Gold Coast; 

" Prescribed" means prescribed by law or by regulations made 
under this Order; , 

" the Public Seal" means the Public Seal of the Gold Coast; 

" the Supreme Court" means the Supreme Court of the Gold 
Coast; 

" Session" means the meetings of the Legislative Council com­
mencing when the Council first meets after being constituted under 
this Order, or after its prorogation or dissolution at any time, and 
terminating when the Council is prorogued or is dissolved without 
having been prorogued ; 

"the Western Province" means the Western Province of the 
Colony as from time to time defined by or under any law in force 
in the Gold Coast. 

(2) For the purposes of this Order, where reference is made to 
any pubhc-officcr by the term designating l1i~ office, such reference 
means the officer for the time being lawfully discharging the 
functions of that office. 
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(3) For the purposes of this Order a person sh~ll not be deemed 
to hold an office of emolument under the Crown 111 the .Gold Coast 
by reason only that he-

(a) is a Chief, a Native Authority, or a Member of a Native 
Authority, or of a native court; or 

(b) is in receipt of a pension or other like allowance in respect of 
service under the Crown ; 

and if it shall be declared by any law for the time being in force in 
the Gold Coast that an office shall not be an' office of emolument 
under the Crown in the Gold Coast for all or any of the purposes 
of this Order, this Order shall have effect accordingly as if such law 
were enacted therein. 

. (4) The Interpretation Act, 1889, shall apply to the interpretation 
of this Order as it applies to the interpretation of an Act of 
Parliament. 

2. This Order may be cited as the Gold Coast Colony and Ashanti 
(Legislative Council) Order in Council, 1946, and shall come into 
operation on a date to be appointed by the Governor by Proclamation 
in the Gazette : 

Provided that the Governor may, from time to time, by notice in 
the Gazette, bring into operation any of the provisions of this Order 
specified in such notice before the date so appointed by Proclama­
tion, 

52 & 53 
Vict. c. 63 
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3.- (1) The existing Orders and sections 5 to 17 inclusi\"e of Revoca-

the Ashanti Order in Council, 1934, are hereby re\·oked. tion. 

(2) The continued operation of any law in force in the Gold Coast 
immediately before the appointed day shall not be affected by 
reason only of the revocation of the said Orders. 

PART II 

The Legislative COllllcil 
4, The Legislative Council of the Colony as constituted under the 

existing Orders immediately before the appointed day hall cease to 
exist; and there shall be constituted a Legislati\-e Council for the 
Colony and Ashanti, in accordance with the provi ions of this Order. 

Establish­
ment of 
Legislative 
Council. 

5. The Legislative Council shall consist of the President, ix Con"titu­

Ex-officio Members, eighteen Elected Members and six X ominated t~~is~~ti\-e 
Members. CounciL 

6.-(1) The Governor, with the approval of a Secretary of State, President. 
may, by Instrument under the Public Seal, appoint a person (either 
by name, or by reference to the office held by him or to the office 
the functions of which he performs) to be the President of the 
Legislative Council;. and unle s and until a President is so 
appointed, or if at any time-there is no subsi -ting appointment-;- the 
Governor shall be the President. 

(2) Any person so appointed shall hold office eluring His ~Iaje:;ty's 
pleasure, and, subject thereto, for the period specified ill the 
Instrument by which he is appointed; 
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Provided that a person so appointed by name may at any time, 
by writing ·under his hand addressed to the Governor, resign the 
office of President; and any appointment under this section may, 
with the approval of a Secretary of State, be revoked by the 
Governor by Instrument under the Public Seal. 

7. The Ex-officio Members shall be­
(a) The Colonial Secretary; 
(b) The Chief Commissioner of the Colony; 
(c) The Chief Com~issioner of Ashanti ; 
(d) The Chief Commissioner of the Northern Territories; 
(e) The Attorney .. General ; 
(f) The Financial Secretary. 

8. The Elected Members shall be-
(a) nine Provincial Members elected for the Eastern and Western 

Provinces in accordance with Part III of this Order; 
(b) four Ashanti Members elected in accordance with Part IV of 

this Order; 
(c) five Municipal Members elected in accordance with Part V of 

this Order. 

9.-(1) The Nominated Members shall be appointed by the 
Governor by Instrument under the Public Seal. 

(2) The Governor shall without delay report to His Majesty, 
through a Secretary of State, every appointment of any person as a 
Nominated Member and every person so appointed shall hold his ' 
seat on the Council during His Majesty's pleasure, and subject 
thereto for the period provided for by this Order. 

10. Wheneyer upon any occasion the Governor is of opinion that 
the Council should have the assistance of any person touching any 
matter, he may by Instrument under the Public Seal appoint such 
person to be, for such occasion, an Extraordinary Member of the 
Council, but no such Extraordinary. Member shall have the right to 
vote in the Council. 

11. Subject to the provisions of this Order, a-person elected as an 
Elected Member shall vacate his seat at the expiration of four years 
from the date of his election but, if qualified, shall be eligible for 
re-election. 

12.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Order, a persoll 
appointed as a Nominated Member shall vacate his seat at the 
expiration of four years from the date of his appointment but, if 
qualified, shall be eligible for reappointment . 

. (2) If any person is appointed a temporary Member of the Council 
in accordance with the provisions of section 17 of this Order and 
such appointment is immediately followed by his definitive appoint­
ment as a Nominated Member, the said period of four years shall be 
reckoned from the date of his appointment as a temporary Member. 

---{31 The' Governor -may, by Instrument under the Public Seal, 
suspend any Nominated Member from the exercise of his functions 
as such. Every such suspension shall forthwith be reported by the 
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Go\'emor to His Majesty through a Secretary of State, and shall 
r~rnain in force, unless and until it shall be removed by the Governor 
hI' Instrument under the Public Seal or by His Majesty through a 
' ecretary of State or the person suspended ceases to be a Member of 
Ihe Council. 

13. Subject to the provisions of section I4 and of Parts III, IV 
md Vof this Order, any person who is a British subject or a British 
protected person or a person treated as if he were a British protected 
per on, who is of the age of twe~ty-one years or upwards s~all be 
,\ualified to be an Elected or Nommated Member of the Counc11, and 
nn other person shall be qualified to be elected or appointed thereto 
n[ , having been so elected or appointed, shall sit or vote in the 
council. 

14. No person shall be capable of being an Elected or Nominated 
'!ember of the Councilor, having been elected or appointed thereto 
,hall sit or vote in the Council, who at the time of election or 
,lppointment-

(r) is, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgment of 
allegiance, obedience, or adherence to (l foreign power; or 

(2) is an undischarged bankrupt, having hef'n declared a bankrupt 
under any law in force in any part of His \rajesty's dominions 
or in any territory under His Majesty's protection; or 

(3) is serving, or has within the immediately preceding ten years 
completed the serving of a sentence of imprisonment (by 
whatever name called) of or exceeding six months imposed in 
any part of His Majesty 's dominions or any territory under 
His Majesty's protection and has not received a free pardon; 
or 

(4) is disqualified from practising as a legal or medical practitioner 
in any part of His Majesty's dominions or any territory under 
His Majesty's protection by the order of any competent 
authori ty; or 

(5) is a party to any subsisting cOlitract with the GO\'ernment of 
the Gold Coast in relation to the public service and-

(a) in the case of a Provincial, Ashanti or Nominated 
Member, has not disclosed to the Governor the nature of 
uch contract and his interest therein; or 

(Ii) in the case of a l\lunicipal Member has not published, 
within one month before the day 'of election, in the 
Ga::elte or in some newspaper circulating in the area for 
which he is a candidate, a notice setting out the nature 
of such contract and hi intere t therein; or 

(6) is a lunatic so found under any law for the time being in force 
in the Gold Coast; or 

(7) is disqualified for membership of the Council under any law or 
regulation for the time being in force in the Gold Coast relating 
to offcncC'S\:onnected with the election of Members; or 

(e) in tht' cas' of an Elected Member-
(a) hold - an office of emolument under the Crown; or 
(b) has within five years before the day of election received 

any !...clief from public fund~ except such special relief 
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tions for 
Elected and 
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ship . 



6 

as may be declared by any law for the time being in 
force in the Gold Coast not to be relief for the purposes 
of this paragraph. 

15.- (1) The seat of an Elected Member or of a Nominated 
Member of the Council shall become vacant-

(a) upon his death; or 

(b) if he shall, without the leave of the Governor previously 
obtained, be absent from the sessions of the Councilor from 
the Gold Coast for a continuous period of more than twelve 
months or be absent from the sittings of the Council for a 
period of one calendar month during a session of the Council; 
or 

(c) if he shall take any oath, or make any declaration or acknow­
ledgment, of allegiance, obedience or adherence to any 
foreign power or State; or shall do, concur in or adopt any 
act done with the intention that he shall become a subject or 
citizen of any foreign power or State; or 

(d) if he shall be declared a bankrupt under any law in force in 
any part of His Majesty's dominions or in any territory under 
His Majesty's protectio!1; or 

(~) if in any part of His M,ajesty's dominions or in any territory 
under His Majesty's protection he shall be sentenced to death 
or to imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a term of 
or exceeding six months; or 

(f) if he shall become disqualified from practising as a legal or 
medical practitioner in any part of His Majesty's dominions 
or in any territory under His Majesty's protection by the order 
of any competent authority; or 

(g) if; without the prior consent of the Governor in Council, he 
shall become 3 party to any contract with the Government of 
the Gold Coast in relation to the public service; or 

(h) if he shall be found a lunatic under any law for the time being 
in force in the Gold Coast; or 

U) jf he shall be disqualified for membership of the Council under 
any law or regulation for the time being in force in the Gold 
Coast relating to offences connected with the election of 
Members; or 

(j) if he shall by writing under his hand directed to the Governor 
, resign his seat in the Council; or 

(k) if, being an Elected Member, he shall be appointed to any 
office of emolument under the Crown; or 

(l) if, being a Nominated Official Member, he shall cease to hold 
office of emolument under the Crown; or 

(m)'if, being a Nominated Unofficial Member, he shall be appqinted 
permanently to any office of emolumeITt under the Crown; or 

(n) if he sh~ll otherwise cease to possess qualification for election 
or appomtmcnt, as the case may be under the provisions or 
this Order. ' 
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('l If ,111\ ,nll1illa(I'rl t ' IInnlC i,t! \[\'Il1hl 'lh,1I1 III '("!J'lIllf,·" 
h'IIlPIlI.IIII\ (n, III til ;\ fill , ,\11\ (litH" of '1111"111111'111 IIl1d'l 11)(' 
(101\11 , 1\\ ' "ltallllnt " II nl \l1tl ' ill til(' (Ollll! il \1\ \ illll' of Iii .11'1' 11111 . 
Illl'll t a" ,I I'\olninakd l '"nll l( i,11 ~I, I11hl'l <I IIIl1g .I S II" (1I11111111f' 
1,1 hold, or (11 ,1, ( ill, I h,lI off in'. 

Ul n\\' em I'mm 111;\\ , hy 11 ",1111111f'11 1 11 11d' l IllI" PIII,lif . ' ,d, 
ckciar' ,,1\ \ ' ~()l11il\.I(('d \kll1hl' l 10 11<' ill(".lp;lhlc of dl (h :lrgil1g h; 
func(iol\ ... :l" ,\ ~knd)(' , (If IIH' !. 1'~ I .. l.tll\(, C Ollll' II. ,ll1d 1""1'111"111 
IIch~kl1\ht'l ... h;dlllnt ... it 111 \ otc' ill till C "I1IHillllllill,, ' i d,.l.lIt". 

III 11\:111I\\'r "fOII'-.;\HI, ,Ig,\ln tn Ill' Llp.I"'" of eli ,' h.llgil1" hi .tid 
function.;. 

(4) \\,hl' IW\I'r till' ", .. Il of all l '1I0fflC"l,d "1,1111" I 1)1'("0111<' \ ' .1' dnl 
under "\lh"I',tiol\ (1) (If thi, ""{liol1, lilt' \"If ,II1"\, h.dl f"rllll\ltfr 
hneporkd In tlll'(,(1\TfI\OI III \ll lling h\' IlwC ' II 'I\': of IIII' '-, g i I,IIi , ,' 
Council. 

16.- (1) ~lIhj,'d tl) II H' pr()\' I' .. IOlb o[ Ihi", Old""r. ,dl 'IIH li',n 
"hich mas ari,(' a..; to thl' li l!h! ,,( ,11\" P'I Oil 10 \1 .. ,r 1t 'llldil1 a ll 
E\(octed ~kl11l )('r ,,\1alllw ddnmin\'d in till' pr, ' Clihld 111 ,11111' r. 

(2) ,\11 que.;,1 ion.;, \I hlcb 11\;1\ ,U'i"'I' .1 .. 10 II" , ric:h .. I an\' P I "II 
lobeor remain a :\oll1inatl'd ~1 ('l11lw l ",h: 111lt' rd"rr, 'd 10 ,lIld df (Ill,'cl 
by the Gm'Crnnr in (Oll neil. 

17.- (I) \\ '}wnc\'l r tl lI' rc hall Iw ;\ \' Iran( \ in 1111 Illllllh, r 
per on iting a~ EX-IJOicio elr :\ell1linatt d ~I"nl"l r", (I f th, C"lJl1r il . 
bl' reaO'on of the fact that: 

(a) one person i~ lawful'" di-;char ·inl! I II\' (1IIlI' lltlll (l [ mor,' I h.w 
one of the office rl'fl' rr d to in '('eli'ln 7 IIf thi, Onl, r ; IIr 

(b) no per on i., l a\\'full~' eli chan.:in~ Ih" IlIllclj"Il' II[ allY 'lIc ll 
office; or 

(c) a :\om inated Official ~[ ('m }wr i la\\,[lIlh' di,( h.If!::ill!! lilt' 
functions of any _ uch office; or 

(d) any uch office ha cea"eel to e,i"t : or 
(e) a ~ominated ~lcmb('r i.; unahl\' to ~it or \'Illt' in till' (Illlncil 

in con e'l uenc of a declaration by I he CO\ l rIl' lr , :i' prll\' i(kd 
in this Order, that he i" incapahll' of di'l\1,nginf.!" hi", IIIIlCIIIlI1 
as a ~lem ber ; or 

en a ~[ember is absent from the Gelid Co,l't : or 
(g) a 0.'ominated Cnofllcial :'I[em i)!'r i..; kmpur.Hih· appoinll'd Ill, 

or to act in, an olllce of emolulll l'nt lIlHII-r 11ll' Cr(l\\'n in th ... · 
Gold Coa t, 

a per. on qualified to he a :\ominated ~[ l'l11 lwr ma,' hl' ,Ippointl'd 
by the Governor by Instrument ul1(kr tlll' ['uhli r ~\'<ll a.;, ,\ It'I11Jlllrary 
~Iember for the period of such \ ·acanc~·. 

(2) The period of any such \'<1ca l1('\ ' ~hall terminate \\ hCIl tlh' 
circumst~:cs giving ri se to tilt' \~lCancy "hall Cl',hl' to l', i",I._ 

(3) Every person so temporarily appointed ~ hall. ,t..; 1lll1g ,\" hi, 
appointment shall subsist, be to all intL'nh .lnt! purpn l'''' a 
~ominated Member and the pr()\ · i..;i \)n~ of 'iubs('Clioll I I) of "l'elinn 
IZ, of section IS and of subsection (2) o[ Sl'ctioll I() of I hi" Ordl'f 
shall applLaccordingly : 

Il'ml" rv 
\ "pUIn t, 
men . 
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IIO\i(kd tl\"lt, in the a,,(' of a v,\canr, 111 t Ilf' numh('r of P(~P .. (," I 
:-itt\l~.t'> [. x-oflicio M '1l11wrs of the COllnn\, till' per Oil so appnintr·rj 
:-h,\11 Iw (ic( nwd for till' pnrposl''' of ",('ct Ion 5 n( t hi, Onifor to he 
nn ... '·om in ]\h'l1lhn. 

18. nil' Pr'"icll'llt, if pn ('nt, or in thl' ,\]).,('11 (' of tlw Pre' iel"nt 
"'1I h J\kmlwr of the COlin il a.., tlw (.()wrnnr m\ from time to tiln~ 
appoin.t, or in ckLlII!t of ~u('h appointment, or in thc' :il) ..,(' 111.(' of th l! 
lIkll11wr so api (lillt('d, the M'llllwr present who stallrh; first in tllf' 
nrder of pr('('('d(,llcl'. :-.h;\\1 pn'..,ide at th(' llwl'lings of the' Lc·gislati \'f' 
C ou l1('i l. 

19. fter the l'n·..,idcnt, th M rob r.., of thl' ouncil shall tak f) 
pr('c( cicnc(' among- th 'm .... \.'1 {'" as tTi.., \faj('sty ma "P' iall a. ign, 
and in dl fault t\1('n of a.., follnws : 

(1) Fir:-I, the Ex-officio \1 mb ors in th(' order in whic h tJldr 
offices ar rcf('rr<.'c1 to in s tion 7 of thi.., rcll'f; 

d n t, as b-tw -n them ']\,(" , 
ommlS. l n rs hall lw d tcrmil1cd hy 

th ir appointm nl to th rank of Chll'f 
Commi_ -ion r, xcept that a I r. on holdi" T th' tlb. lanti\\ 
office of Chief Commi . ion r shall takl' pr c d 'nce b 'fore 
any per on acting in that office; 

(z) econdly, t h El ted and 1 om ina t d ~1 m ' r: accordion 
to the 1 ngth of tim during whi h th \' ha\" b I.'n 
continuou ly Memb r ' of the ouneil, ~1 mber 1cc t d or 
appointed at the am tim taking pr ced n e a mong t 
them elve according to the alphab tical ord r of th lr name:>. 

(3) For the purpo es of thi cction: -

(a) when the Legdative Council 1. di ' solved, ~I mber 
elected at the en. uing dcc-tion .. hall b de med to haw 
been elected, by virtue of those I ctlon , and N minated 
Members appointed to fill vacancie cau ed thereby hall 
be deemed to have been appointed, on the date on which 
the report of the fir t ucce ful candidate for election is 
made to the Governor; and 

(b) Sub-paragraph (a) of this ub ection hall apply to the 
Members elected or appointed to the Council a fir-t 
constituted under thi ' Order as if such election or I 

appointments were con equent upon a di olution of the 
Legislative Council; and 

(c) in ascertaining the period during which a per on hu. 
continuously been an Elected Member or a Nominated 
Member of the Council,-

(i) no account shall be taken of any interval between 
the vacation by that person of his eat in the Council 
in consequence of the expiration of hi tenure of 
office or a dissolution of the Council and the date 
?f his re-elect.ion or re-appointment to fill a vacancy 
in the CouncIl caused by that expiration of tenure 
or that dissolution; and 
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(ii) if any pcr~()n, ha\,ing been for any period 
imnH:'diately before the appointed day, a Member 
of the Legislative Council constituted under the 
existing Orders, becomes a Member of the Council 
as first constituted under this Order, he shall be 
deemed to have been a Member of the Council so 
constituted for that period; and no account shall 
be taken of any interval between the day preceding 
the appointed day and the date upon which he is 
first elected or appointed to the Council or of any 
interval in his membership of the Legislative Council 
constituted under the existing Orders between the 
expiration of his tenure of office and his election 
or appointment to fill the vacancy tlJereby caused. 

20.-(1) Whenever the seat of an Elected Member becomes 
vacant a fresh ~lection shall be held to fill the vacancy in accordance 
with the provisions of this Order. 

(2) Whene\'er the seat of a Nominated Member becomes vacant 
the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the Governor. 

21. The first elections and appointments of Members to the 
Legislative Council constituted under this Order shall be held and 
made' not later than three months after the appointed day, and 
the first session of the Council shall commence not later than four 
months after that dav. 

PART III 
Provindal Jl embers 

22.-(1) Of the ninc Provincial Members of the Legislative Coun­
cil, five shall be elected to represent the Eastern Province and four 
to represent the \Yestern Province. 

( 
(2) Subject to ' the provisions of this Order, the Provincial 

'fembers shall be elected by the Joint Provincial Council 
(constituted as provided in section 23 of this Order) in accordance 
lI'ith provision made under section 45 of this Order. 

23.-(1} For the purposes of this Part of this Order, the Joint 
Provincial Council shall consist of :--

(a) The Paramount Chiefs of the Colony (or their duly accredited 
representatives as pro\'ided for in this section) but excluding 
any Paramount Chief who has not been, or who has ceased 
to be, recognised by the GO\'ernor as a Native Authority 
or as a ;\fember of a Nath'c Authority, or as a Paramount 
Chief in accordance with section 26 of this Order: 

(b) one Member of the Native Authority for every area within 
the Colony which does not include a State, or part of a State, 
such Member having been chosen by such Native Authority 
asiheir representative on the Joint Provincial Council: 

Provided that a Paramount Chicf who is a Member of the Joint 
Pro\incial Council may be represented at all or any of the meetings 
thereof by a person duly accredited for that purpose to the 
satisfaction of the President of the Joint Provincial Council. 
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--Cboeen t mber of th Joint Provincial 
Cal_f •• -~Il"'.fth (b) f u ion (I) of thO section ceases 

JleIDlllIIr of the ati Authority by which he was chosen, 
ority ce to be recognised by the Governor, 

c forthwith to be a Member of the Joint 
neil. 

President of the Joint Provincial Council shall forthwith 
the Chief Commissioner of thf' Colony with the name of 

person accredited in accordance with the provisions of 
tion (I) of thi section as the representative of a Paramount 

Chief, or chosen by a Native Authority as a Member of the Joint 
Provincial Council. 

, . 

I
le~" 24.-{I) No person shall be eligible for election to serve as a 

Provincial Member or, having been elected, shall sit or vote as 
. ucb in the Council unless-

(II) he is a native of the Colony; and 
(b) the Provincial Commissioner shall have certified in writing 

that his ability to speak and (unless incapacitated by 
blindness or other physical cause) to read the English 
language is sufficient to enable him to take an active part in 
the proceedings of the Council; and 

(e) in the case of the Eastern Province he-
(i) is a Paramount Chief of the Province ; or 
(ii) owes allegiance to the Stool of a Paramount Chief of 

the Province ; or 
(iii) is a member of, or is subject to, the Native Authority 

for any area of the Province where there is no Paramount 
Chief; and 

(tl) in the case of the Western Province he-
(i) is a Paramount Chief of the Province; or 

(ii) owes allegiance to the Stool of a Paramount Chief of 
the Province ;or 

(iii) is a member of, or is subject to, the Native Authority 
for any area of the Province where there is no Paramount 
Chief; and 

(e) he is otherwise qualified as required by Part II of this order. 
(3) Immediately after the election of a Provincial Member, the 

President of the Joint Provincial Council shall report to the Chief 
Commissioner of the Colony the name of the Member who has been 
elected. 

(3) Should the Joint Provincial Council fail to elect a Provincial 
Member to fill a vacancy within six months after the vacancy occurs 
01' ·thin such longer period as the Governor may in writing allow, 

e may fill the vacancy by nominating a suitable person, 
_I.r.l •• ied for election, to serve as a Provincial Member. 

~ •• 1ii' eJection is tha.t...J:here is an equality of 
~ 1;iuJ1djIj.u. aad the addition of a vote would 
14 .... ~, ......... iO elected, one re-vote IbaJl 

If tu re-vote bas • 
B~tI~~cy,: .. 
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'ht' c:lI1dida(t'-; f('c('h'ing an ('qual Ilumh('r of vok on the r<'-vot(' a 
I.·r-nn, dilly qualified for election, to servc as a Provincial MC'mher, 
,n,1 such person shall be deemed for tIlt' pmposes of this Order to 
.1\'1' k(,1l elected as a Proyincial Member, 

III this paragraph, thC' C'xpression .. vacancy" doC's not inc1uck 
iI \ \';lCallc), fill('d by a candidate receiving llIort' \'o lcs t ha n I h(' 
ilHtidak-; recei\'ing an ('q\lal lll1111h('r o( \'()I('s, 

f:)) In Ihis st~cti()n-
.. allegiance" lllt'ans till' d\lly which according to nali,'C' 

(1I"lomary law a person owes to tilC Stool to which he is subject; 
.. nati\'e of the Colony" means a person both of whose parents 

IIWe' born in the Colony and are or were members of a tribe or 
tribes indigenous to Africa; 

" Statc" mean a territorial area of the Colony under the 
administration of a Paramount Chief who is recognised by the 
Go\'ernor as a Native Authority or as a Member of a Natiyc 
.\uthori ty, 

25, A Provincial Member of the Council who-
(a) having at the time of his election been a Paramount Chief or 

a Chief ceases so to be ; or 
(b) having at the time of his election been a member, of the Joint 

Provincial Council, ceases so to be, 
,hall thereupon cease to Qe a Member of the Legislati\'e Council. 

26,-(r) For the purposes of this Part of this Order-
" Paramount Chief " means a Chief (not being in the opinion 

of the Governor subordinate in his ordinary jurisdiction to any 
other Chief) whom the Governor, either before or after the 
commencement of this Order, shall by Instrument under his 
hand, haye recognised as a Paramount Chief, such Instrument 
not ha\'ing been revoked, 

(2) The Governor shall haye power to amend or revoke any such 
In trument, 

(3) The validity of any such Instrument, amendment, or 
·'·I'ClCation shall not be liable to be impugned in any Court of Law 
,r utherwise, 

(4) After the commencement of this Order eyery Instrument 
'Cognizing a Paramount Chief in accordance with the provisions 

,f this section, and every amendment or re\'ocation of any such 
In,trument, shall be published in the Gazette, 

PART IV 

Ashallti Members 

Vacation of 
~eat~ by 
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27.-(1) The four Ashanti Members of the Legislatin> Council Ashanti 
,hall represenLthe peoples of Ashantt - ~fembers. 

(2) SUbject to the provisions of this Order, the Ashanti ;\lemhcrs 
hall be elected by the Ashanti Confederacy Council (constitlli('d 
pro\'ided in section 28 of this Order) in accordance with prm'i-;ion 

!.lde under st'Ction 45 of this Orde~._ __ 
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28. FI)r the purposes of this Part of lhis Orcirr, the A"ihanti 
onfeucr::l, y oun il shall consist of til(' sanll'lwlll' anc11lead Chid" 

of such of tit Divisions of .\shanli, an(l of o.;l\rh of the Kllma"i lan:--, 
as may from time to timr 1)(' spcrit\('(l bv t he (~o\'ernnr in any Orelt'r 
mad by him und'l" the Nath'c Allthoritv (A"hanti) Ordinancr, 
together with such other persons as the A"ankhcn(', with thl' 
approval of the Governor, may from time tn time appoint a\ 
~kmht'rs of the COllnril. 

29.-(1) No person shall b eligible for election to <,NVC a<, an 
A hanti Member or, ha\'ing been elected, .... hall .... it or \'ote a <;\Ich 
in th Council unless -

(a) he i a nati\'(' of A hanti; and 

(b) the Chief Co 111 mi. sioner of Ashanti shall ha\' c<'rtified in 
writing that his ability to speak and (unl ss incapacitated hy 
blindn<'ss or ot her physical cause) to reael the' English languag" 
is sufficient to enable him to take an arl i\'t' part in th" 
proceeding" of tl1<' Council; and 

(r) he owes allegianrt' (lirectly or indirectly to the .\ . antehenr , 
and 

(d) he is othen\'ise qualified a. required by Part II of thi" Orcier 

(2) Immediately after the election of an Ashanti ~rember, tht' 
President of the Ashanti Confederacy Council shall report to the 
Chief Commis. ioner of Ashanti the name of the Member who ha, 
been elected. 

(3) Should the Ashanti Confederacy Council fail to elect an 
Ashanti Member to fill a vacancy within six months after the 
\'acancy occurs or within such longer period as the Govemor may 
in writing allow, the Governor may fill the vacancy by nominating 
a suitable person, duly qualified for election, to serve as an Ashanti 
Member. 

(4) Where the result of an election is that there is an equality of 
votes between any candidates and the additio(l of a vote would 
entitle any of those candidates to be elected, one re-vote shall be 
taken in respect of the vacancy or vacancie. If the re-vote has a 
like result, the Governor may fill the \'acancy by nominating from 
the candidates receiving an equal number of votes on the re-vot<' a 
person, duly qualified for election, to serve a ' an Ashanti Member, 
and such person shall be deemed for the purpose of this Order to 
have been elected as an Ashanti Member. 

In this paragraph, the expression" vacancy" does not include 
any vacancy filled by a candidate receiving more votes than th(' 
candidates receiving an equal number of votes. 

(5) In this section-
" allegiance II means the duty which according to native customary 

law a person owes to the Asantehene ; 
" native of Ashanti II means a person both of whose parents were 

born in Ashanti and are or were members of a tribe or tribes indi­
genous to Africa. 
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30. An Ashanti Member of the Legislative Council who-
(a) having at the time of his election been a Head Chief or Chief, 

ceases so to be; or 
(b) having at the time of his election been a Member of the Ashanti 

Confederacy Council ceases so to be, 
,hall thereupon cease to be a Member of the Legislative Council. 

PART Y 
M'/tuicipal Members 

31.- (I} Subject to the provisions of this Order, the five Municipal 
)Iembers shall be elected in accordance with provision made under 
~ction 45 of this Order. 

(2) Of the Municipal Members-
(a) two shall be elected for the town of Accra; 
(b) one shall be elected for the town of Cape Coast; 
(e) . one shall be elected for the town of Sekondi; 
(d) one shall be elected for the town of Kumasi : 

Provided that if a single Municipal area comprising the towns of 
~koncli and Takoradi is established by law, then, on a date to be 
determined by the Governor by Proclamation, the person then 
~itting as Member for the town of Sekondi shall cease to be a Member 
of the Legislative Council; and thereafter one member shall be 
elected for the said single Municipal area instead of for the town of 
:ekondi. 

32. ,:\lo person shall be eligible for election as a l\IIunicipal Member 
vi the Council, or having been elected shall sit or vote as such in the 
Council, unless- -

(I) lie i::. qualified to be registered as a voter for the election of a 
~1unicipal ~lel1lher for the town or municipal area concerned; 
and 

(2) The District Commis 'ioner shall have certified in writing that 
his ability to speak and (unless incapacitated by blindness 
or other physical cause) to read the English language is 
sufficient to enable him to take an actiye part in the pro­
ceedings of the Council; and 

(3) he is, in th~ town or municipal area concerned, 
(a) the benefIcial owner of real or personal property to the 

value of two hundred pounds; or 
(b) the occupier of premises and pays rates thereon 

computed on a yaluation of not less than twenty pounds 
per annum; and 

(i) he has been ordinarily resident in the to'""n or municipal area 
concerned for at least six months immediately preceding the 
date of his nomination for election; and 

(5) he is otherwise (llwlilled a,> required by Part II of this Order. 

PARr Y1 
Legislation aJld Procecllfre of Legislature 

33. Subject to the provisions of this Order, it shall be lawful for 
the Go\'ernor, with the a(hicc and consent of thcLegislative Council, 
tQl1lake law ~ for the peace, order and good goyeJnment of the Colony 
,md of Ashanti. 

Vacation of 
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34. Subject to the provisions of this Order and of the Standing 
Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council, any Member may 
introduce any Bill or propose any motion for debate in, or may 
present any petition to, the Council, and the same shall be debated 
and disposed of according to the Standing Rules and Orders: 

Provided that, except by thc direction or with the sanction or 
recommendation of the' Governor signified thereto, the Council shall 
not proceed upon any Bill, amendment, motion or petition which, in 
the opinion of tne President or Presiding Member, would dispose of 
or charge any public revenue or public funds of the Gold Coast or 
revoke or alter any disposition thereof or charge thereon, or impose, 
alter or repeal any rate, tax or duty. 

35.- (1) Save as otherwise provided in this Order, all questions 
proposed for decision in the Council shall be determined by a 
majority of the votes of the Members present. 

(2) The President shall have neither an original nor a casting 
vote, and in the absence of the President, the Presiding Member 
shall ' retain his original vote as a Member, but shall not have a 
casting vote: 

Provided that, if any Member is President by virtue of his 
having been appointed Deputy for the Governor, he shall retain his 
original vote as a Member but shall not have a casting vote. 

(3) If, upon any question before the Council, the votes are equally 
divided, the motion shall be declared to be lost. 

36. The Council shall not be disqualified for the transaction of 
business by reason of any vacancy among the Members; but nOv 
business cxcept that of adjournment shall be transacted if objection \.. 
is taken by any Member present that there are less than ten 
Members present besides the President or Presiding Member. 

37. Subject to thc provisions of this Order, the Governor and 
the Legislative Council shall, in the transaction of business and 
the making of laws, conform as nearly as may be to the directions 
contained in any Instructions under His Majesty's Sign Manual 
and Signet which may from time to time be addressed to the 
Governor in that behalf. 

38.-(1) If the Governor shall consider that it is cxpedicnt in 
the interests of public ordcr, public faith or good governmcnt 
(which expressions shall, without prejudicc to their generality. 
include the responsibility of the Gold Coast as a component part 
of the British Empirc, and all matters pcrtaining to the creation 
or abolition of any public office or to thc appointment, salary or 
other conditions of scrvice of any public officer ur ollicers) that 
allY Bill introduced, or any motion proposcd in the Council should 
have effect, then if the Cuuncil fail to pass such a Bill or mution 
within such time and in such form as thc Governor may think 
rcas.o.nable and expcdicnt, the Govcrnor, at any timc in hi~ 
discretion, may, notwithstanding any provisions o( this Order or of 
any Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council, declare 
that such Bill. or ~otio~ shall have effect as if it had been passed . 
by the Councll, clther III the form in which it was so introduced 
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,r proposed or with ~uch amendments as the Governor shall think 
lit which haw b('('n mon.'d or proposed in the Councilor in any 
Illlllllliltce thereof; and thereupon the said Bill or motion shall 
h,I\'C effect as if it had been ~o passed. and, in the case of any such 
Hill, the provisions of thi~ Order relating to assent to Bills and 
di:-allowance of laws shall apply accordingly. 

(z) The GO\'enlOr shall forthwith report to a Secretary of State 
rl'ery case in which he shall make any such declaration and the 
reasons therefor. 

(3) If any Member of the Legislatiyc Council objects to any 
declaration made under this 'ection, he may. within seven days 
,II the making thereof. submit to the Governor a statement in 
writing of his reasons for 0 objccting. and a copy of uch 'tatement 
,hall, if furnished by such a :\fember. be forwarded by the Governor 
as soon as practicable to a Secretary of State, 

(ol) Any such declaration, other than a declaration relating to 
J Bill. may be re\'oked by a ecretalY of State. and the Go\'ernor 
,hall notify such rc\'ocation in the Gazelle; and from the date 
01 such notification, any motion which hall ha\'e had effect by 
lirtue of the declaration re\'oked shall cease to have effect; and 
the provisions of subsection (2) of section 38 of the Intcrpretation 
,\ct, 1889. shall apply to such re\'ocation as they apply to the repeal 
III an Act of Parliament. 

52 & 53 
"iet, e, ti3, 

39.-(1} No Bill shall hecome a law lIntil either the Go\'ernor Assent to mus, 
,hall ha\'e assented thereto in His ~Iajc~ty" name and 011 His 
llajesty's behalf and sltall ha\'c :-igned the same ill token of slIch ~ 
bscnt, or His ~[aje~ty :-ha1l hal' gil CII hi ... a ...... cnt thereto through '( 
a Secretary of Statc, 

(z) When a Bill is pre:-l'nled to tIl\' (;mcrnor Inr hi.., a~st'nt, he 
IhaH. according to hi" discrd ion, hut, ... uhjcct to the prm'ision'i 
III thi~ Order and of all:-- In, ... tructioll'i ac\dre!'o~l'd to him under His 
llajesty's Sign Manual and Signet or through a ~l'crdar~' of State, 
declare that hc asscnt:-. or rdu"c ... hi~ a:,.s 'Ilt, tl1l'rl'lo, (I(' that he 
rc~rvcs thc Bill for the signitication of Hi :\laje~ty ' ..; pkao.;ure : 

Provided that the GO\'\.!nlor shall rl':- Tn' for the' :-ignil1cation 
III His Majesty's pleasure any Bill hI' which any pW\'i:-ioll of thi~ 
Order is revoked or amended or \I hich i.., ill am' \\'a y repugnant 
to or inconsislent wilh the prO\ i ... iolh (If thi OnJer, llllk~.., ht' ... hall 
have been authorised h~ a Secretary of ~ta tc to ,l'o::.cnt therl'ln, 

(3) A law assenkd to by the Govcrnor ..,hall be plIhli ... lw(\ in the 
Gazette and shall COIlIt' into operatioll Oil thc dak of ~llch ~ 
publication, or, if it ~hall bc ellactpd, either in the law or in some \ 
other e'llactment (including any ellactment in force Oil the appointed 
day), that it shall COllIe inlo uper.ltioll 1111 "UllIt' uther date. 011 that 
date, 

(4) A Bill rc~en'cd tor the ..,ignihcatiun of Hb :\Iaje ... ty 's plea!>ure 
,hall become a law so ~oon as His !\laje ty "hall ha\'e gi\'en His 
assent thereto. through a Secretary of State, and the Governor 
;hall have signified such assent by Proclamation in the Ga:efte. 
Every such law ~hall come into operation Oil the date of ~uch 
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Proclamation or, if it shall be enacted , either in the law or in ~omc 
other enactment (including allY enac lment in force on tlte appointed 
day), that it shall come into operation on :,ome other date , on that 
date. 

40.-(1) Any law to which thc GOHrIlOr :-;hall haw given hi~ 
assent may bc disallowed by His ;\Iaj esty through a Secretary of 
Statc. 

(2) Wheneyer any law has been l1isallowecl by His l\Iaj es ty, the 
Governor shall cause notice of such disallowance to be published 
in the Gazette . 

(3) Every law so disallowed !'> hall cease to have effect as soon a~ 
notice of such disallowance shall be published as aforesaid; and 
thereupon any enactment repealed or amended by or ill pursuance 
of the law disallowed shall hClYC effect as if such law had not been 
made. Subject as aforesaid , the proyisions of subsection (2) 
of section 38 of the Interpret.ation Act, 1889, shall apply to such 
disallowance as they apply to the repeal of an Act of Parliament. 

41.-(1) The Sessions of the Legislative Council shall be held at 
such times and places as the Governor shall from time to time by 
Proclamation or notice appoint. 

(2) There shall be a Session of the Council once at least in every 
year, so that a period of twelye months shall not intervene between 
the last sitting in one Session and the first sitting in the next Sessioll. 

42.- (1) Subject to the provision of this Order and of any Instruc­
tions under His Majesty 's Sign ;\Ianual and Signet, the Council may 
from time to time, make, amellu and revoke Standing Rules and 
Orders for the regulation and orderly conduct of their proceeding~ 
and the despatch of business, to provide for the giving of notice of 
the provisions of Bills and for the presentation thcreof to the 
Governor for assent, but no such Rules or Orders shall have effect 
unless and until they shall have been appro\"ed by the Governor. 

(2) Until other provision is made under this :,ection, the Standing 
Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council constituted under the 
existing Orders, as in force immediately before the appointed day , 
shall, with the necessary modification and adaptations, be the 
Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislati \-e Council established 
under this Order; and the said Standing Rules anti Orders may be 
amended or revoked by Standing Rules and Orders made under the 
preceding subsection. 

43.-(1) The Governor may at any time, by Proclamation, 
'prorogue or dissolve the Legislati\-e Council. 

(2) On dissolution, all Member~ shall \"acate their seats, and the 
Council shall be reconstituted by election and appointment in 
accordance with the pro\'isions of this Order at such time, within 
three months of \Try tli--slJ lulion, a:, the GO\'ernor shall by Procla­
mation appoint. 

4~. '0 :Jlember of the Council sha~l sit or vote therein unless or I 
untIl he shall ha\'c taken and subscnbed the oath of allegiance in 
accorda:nce with the pro\-i ~ i uns of tITe""Oaths Ordinance ( r :,hall ha\ e 
made the app'ropriatc atflllllation in lieu (hert'e)f as pru\'idt:cl in (II(' 

::-~lId Ordin,lllcC:'. 
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PART VII 

Jliscellancolfs 

45,-(1) Provision may be made as hereinafter pro"ided regarding 
.• election of Elected ~Iembers including (without prejudice to the 
.i'Uerality of the foregoing power) the following matters, that is 
o say :- . 
(a) the {IUalifications of voters for election of such Members; 
(b) the registration of voters; 
(c) the ascertainment of the qualification of voters and 

candidates; 
(d) the holding of elections of such Members '; 
(c) orfences in relation to such elections inc1udmg the trial and 

punishment thereof; 
(() tile disposal of election petitions and the determination of 

(Iue tions otherwise' arising regarding membership of the 
Cuuncil; and 

~) the number of votes which may be cast in proportion to 
population by the Members of the Joint Provincial Council 
and of the Ashanti Confederacy Council respectively at the 
election of Provincial and Ashanti Members. 

(2) Such provision may be made by or in pursuance of any law 
flacted under this Order, and, until provision ha been made as 

.foresaid, by regulations made by the Governor. 

(3) Such regulation shall be published ill th Gazette ; and 
'hereafter (!\,ery ::.uch regulation shall take efh'ct on the appointul 
day or on such other datl as Jlwy bt' therein speciJil'd and hall ha\ l' 
hl'iore 01 law, hubjed to any rc\'ocatioll or amendment thereof 

hI ~ulhl'qul'nl regulatlOll or la\ , 
46, (1) AllY ))Cl..,OI1 who 
(a) having I)(,Cll lit-ctl'll OJ Iluminated a .tembl'r 01 the Legblatl\e 

Council. hut not having hC('1l at the time oj such election or 
nomination, qualified to b 0 elected or nominated, hall it or 
\otl' in the Lcgbbti\'e Council ; or 

(b) "hall:"it 01 volt in t hl Ll'gi.latiw Cuuncil flu hi ~cat theleon 
11:\ hL'COnH \ aean! or hl ha hecome di!>qualified from itting 
or \otill!) th(,H'in ; 

liltl\jll!-;. til h.n illg 1l',lSlmahll' gluund for knowing, that he wa ~o 
~Iualifkd, or that hi..,:-t t ha b('con1l' \'a ant, a the C:be may be, 

II Ill' Iiahle to, penalty not <. C lding tw nt~' pound for ev ry 
\ UpOIl which h~ "0 ..,it. (r \·oh':., 

2) Iht ..,aid pCll .. llt hall h r 0\ l'molt by action in the '-::upreme 
I urt at tltl uit of tht' .~t tOl11l;- III ral. 

of r mo\'in any uch difficulty; 
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(b) in particular, and without prejudic(' to th . gCllcrality of till' 
foregoing, for thc purposc of modifying the pr()vi~ion.., of 
sections 23 and 28 of this Order so a~ to secure for any portion 
of the population of thc Colony or Ashallti dul' rcprl''>('IItatioll 
ill the Joint Provincial Councilor in the Ashanti Confed(,racy 
Council; 

Provided that no Order under this section shall be mad latcr 
than the first day of January, 1949. 

(2) Any Order made under this section may bc al11end('d, added 
to or revoked by a further Order and may bc givcn retrospective 
effect to a day not earlier than thc date of this Order. 

48. Nothing in this Ordcr shall affcct thc power to make 
Ordinances confcrred upon thc Govcrnor by thc Togoland Under 
British Mandate Order in Council, 1923, and thc Gold Coast 
Ordinances Order in Council, I946. 

49.-(I) His Majesty hcreby rescrves to Himself, His Heirs and 
Successors, power, with thc advicc of His or Their Privy Council, to 
rcvoke, add to or amend this Order, as to aim or Them shall secm 
fit. 

(2) Nothing in this Order shall affect thc power of Hi.., fajesty in 
Council to make laws from time to time for the peace, ordcr and good 
government of the Gold Coast. 

F. C. E. LE,\OI.HTTEI< 

SCHEDULE 

EXISTING ORDERS IN COUNCIL 

I. The Gold Coast Colony (Lcgi 'lativt: Council) Order in Council, 
I925· 

2. The Gold Coast Colony (Lcgi~lativc Cuu ncil) Order ill Cuuncil, 
I927· 

3. The Gold Coast Colony (Legislativt: Council) A1I1endmcllt Ordt'r 
in Council, 1933. 

4. The Gold Coast Culony (Legislati c Cuullcil) Amcndmcnt Order I 

in Council, I934. 

5. The Gold Coast Colony (Legislati vc Council) Amcndmcnt Order 
in Council, 1939. 

t , 
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OLD CAT 
Id Co Order in Council. 1946 

A1 I tn. (OUKI 

rh\' I Hth da of Fe rllar , 194h 

Pres Ilt 

filE KIN'" MO. T E. ELLENT MAJESTY 
IN OUNCIL 

\\ HrRE. ' by th~ Gold 'oa t olony and Ashantl (Lc:~isJativ' 
. uneil) Ordl.'r in uncil, 1946, provi ion is made for lh oll-.li­
lution f a Legi 'lath'e ouncil for the Gold oast Colony and 
for Ashanti : 

A:D WHEREAS by the said Order the o\'ernor of the Gold 'O'l ( 

I empowered, with the adYice and consent of the said 0111Kil. to 
make laws for the peace, order and good government of th Gold 
Coast Colony and of Ashanti : 

AND WHEREAS by the Northern Territories Order in Council, 
lQ34, the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony i empowered to 
pfo\ide by Ordinance for the administration of justice, the rai ing 
(If revenue, and generally for the peace, order and good government 
f the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast: 

AND WHEREAS by the Togoland under British Mandate Order in 
Council, 1923, the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony i ' empowered 
10 provide by Ordinance for the administration of justice, the raising 
uf r('\'enue, and generally for the peace, order and good government 
of Togoland under British Mandate: 

AND WHEREAS by the Gold Coast Ordinances Order in Council, 
1934, provision i made for the enactment of laws for the peace , 
order and good government of the Gold Coast Colony, A 'hanti and 
tne Northern Territories of the Gold Coast as though they \."ere a 
single territory: 

A:D WHEREAS it is expedient to make other provision for tbe 
last mentioned purposes : 

Now, THEREFORE, His Majesty, by virtue and in exercise of 
aU powers enabling Him in that behalf, is pleased, by and with the 
advice of His Privy Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, as 
follows :-

1. This Order may be cited as The Gold Coast Ordinances Order in 
Council, 1946, and shall come into operation on a date to be 
appointed by the Governor by Proclamation in the official Gazelle 
uf the Gold Coast. 

2. In this Order, ulllt!s~ the conlext otherwise require~ :-
" Ashanti .. means the territories from time to time defined as 

'uch bLOrder of His Majesty in Council; 
. " the Colony" means the Gold Coast Colony as from time to 

time defined by Order of His Majesty in Council; and for the 
purposes of this Order references to the Colony shall include tha 

t 
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part of Togoland under British l\Iandate, known as the Southern 
Section, which is for the time being administered as if it formed 
part of the Colony; 

" the Council" means the Legislative Coullcil for the Colony 
and Ashan ti ; 

" the Gold Coast" means the Colony, Ashanli and the Northem 
Territories of the Gold Coast as though they were a single 
territory ; 

"the Governor" means the GO\'ernor and Commander-in­
Chief of the Gold Coast and includes the Officer for the time being 
Administering the Government and, to the extent to which a 
Deputy for the Governor is authorised to act, that Deputy; 

" the Northern ~rerrjtories " means the Northern Territories of 
the Gold Coast as from tilne to time defined by Order of His 
Majesty in Council; and for the purposes of this Order references 
to the Northern Territories shall include that part of Togoland 
under British Mandate, known as the Northern Section, which 
is for the- time being administered as if it formed part of the 
Northern Territories. 

3. The Gold Coast Ordinances Order in Council, 1934, is hereby 
revoked without prejudice to anything lawfully done thereunder. 

4.- (1) It shall be lawful for proyision to be made from time to 
time for the peace, order and good government of the Gold Coast or 

. any part thereof by Ordinance made in accordance with the 
provisions of this Section. 

(2) Every such Ordinance shall be made in lhe manner prescribed 
by the Gold Coast Colony and Ashanti (Legislative Council) Order ill 
Council, 1946, in so far as it relates to the Colony and Ashanti, and 
in the manner prescribed by the N ort hem Territories Order ill 
Council, 1934, in so far as it relates to the Northern Territories. 

(3) The words of enactment, according as the pro\'isions of any 
such Ordinance relate to the Colony and Ashanti, or to the Northern 
Territories, shall be in the forms prescribed in that behalf by any 
Order in Councilor by an,y Instructions under the Royal Sign Manual 
and Signet , as the case may be. 

5. Nothing in lhis Order shall be so cO ll~ trued--

(I) as to diminish or affect any powers of making laws separately 
for the Colony and Ashanti or the Northern Territories or 
Togoland under British Mandate respectively, or 

(2) as to confer upon the Council any power of making laws for 
the Northern Territories or t he Northern Section of Togolancl 
under British Mandate, or 

(3) as to confer upon the Governor any pO\vcr of making laws for 
the Colony and A~hanti otherwise tllall in accordance with the 
Gold Coa~l Colony and Asho.nti (~tivc Coullcil) Order 
in Council-;I946. 

6. His l\I.aj es ty, TIi~ Heirs and Successors, in Co uncil , may from 
time to time revoke, alter, add to or amend this Order . 

E. e. E. LE.\UBITTEH 
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THE GOLD COAST 

LETTERS PATENT passed under the Great Seal of 
the Healm ('onstitutin~ the Office of Governor and 
COlllma nder - in-Chicf of the Gold CO~lSl Colony and 
:\slwuti and making certain provisions for the Govern­
ment thereof, 

I ) ~ I t ,'d ;\Iarch 7th, H)-J.(l. 

', /U I\I,£ iRE ,'i l.'\.TH" b,' thl' Gra('~' of God of (;rl'at I ~ritain, 
Ireland and the British Dominions bl'\ 'ond th l' ~t'a" King , 
Defender of the Faith , Emperur of India, 

r" ;111 t o \\'hol11 till'S!' Pn'senb "hall (,Olllr, CrC'l't ing I 

\\"t,H,. ,\S b\' LrtlL'r,; P;l.l\' llt LInder th e ( ;reat ~{' al datrd the 
1\\ <' l1t\ third (fa\ ' of \fa\ ', H)2). as al1ll'llcll'c\ h\ ' likl' Ll'tt cr ... Patent 
i,ll"" tll(' t\\'ent'y thinl ~la \ ' nr':\O\'l' ll1hl' r, Iq34 ( h l' r\~inaft r r togeth r r 
"llket " rhe p:-;i s ting r. cttl'J"S Pat ent ") prO\' isi on i" made' con~tituting 
The Otll r,' of GO\'l' rnor and ommander-in-Ch id in a nd ')\'er Our 
';n lc1 ('();I..,t Colony and pro\'iding ~'()r th r gO\'r rnllll'Ilt thn, '() 1 : 

:\ \1) \\' J[ERE ,\ \\'e ar~' minded to lll a kC' furth er pr()\ 'i"iol1 fo r thl' 
t' ll rpo:,e~ aforesaid for Our (;old (oast ('01011\' and for ,\ "hanti : 

~o\\' K~O\\' YE that \\'e do b\' these Pre ' en t s declare Om will a nd 
,ieasure as follows :-

1,-(r) In these Lettl'rs Pat r nt , lInles tlw cont ext otherwi e Tnterprf'-
luires :-­

" Ashanti " means the territories frol11 tirnt' to time defin ed a~ 
,uch by Order of His :\Ia jesty in Counci l ; 

" the Colony" means the Gold Coast Colony as from timf' t o 
time defined by Order of His :\1a jesty in Council; 

" the Gazette " means the official Gazette of the Gold Coast; 
" the Gold Coast " mean') the Colony, _\ shanti , the ~orthern 

Territories of the (~old Coast a nd Togoland under Briti h 
Mandate; 

" the Go\'ernor " means the Go\'ernor and Commander- in-Chief 
of the Colony and Ashanti, and includes the Officer for the time 
being Admirii stering the GOYCfllment and, to the extent to which 
a Deputy for the GO\'ernor is authorised lo act, that Deputy; 

" the Public Seal " means the Public Seal of the Gold Coast, 

lat10 n 

(2) The Interpretation Act, r889, shall apply to these J~etters 52 & 0:1 
Patent as it applies for the interpretation of an :\ ct of Pa rliament, Viet , ch, fl~ 

2. These Letters Patent may be cited as the Gold Coast Colony Sbort title 
and Ashanti Letters Patent, 1946, and sha ll come into operation on a and com- t 
da ' mencemen ' te to ~poll1ted by the Go\'eroor-by Proclamation published-ift-
the Gazette, 

3. The existing Letters Patent are hereby revoked but without 
prejudice to any appointment lawfully made, or to any ot her thing 
lawfully ~~ thereunder , _ _ 

Revocation 
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4. There shall be a Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over I 
the Gold Coast Colony and Ashanti, and appointments to the said 
office shall be made by Commission under Our Sign Manual and , 
Signet. 

5. We do hereby authorist', ('mpower and command the Governor 
to do all things belonging to his Office in accordance with these , 
Letters Patent, sllch Commission as aforesaid, slIch Instructions as 
may from time to time be given to him by Us under Our Sign Manual 
and Signet or through a Secretary of State, and such Orders in Our 
Privy Council and other laws as may from time to time be in force , 

6. Every person appointed to fill the Office of Governor shall, with 
all due solemnity, before entering on any of the duties of his Office, 
canse the Commission appointing him to be Governor to be read and 
published in the presence of the Chief Justice or, in his absence, some ~ 
other Judge of Our Supreme Court of the Gold Coast and of such , 
Members of the Executive Council as can conveniently attend, which , 
being done, he shall then and there take before them the Oath of 
Allegiance and the Official Oath in the forms set out in the Oaths 
Ordinance, which Oaths the said Chief Justice or Judge is hereby 
required to administer. 

Succession 7.-(1) Whenever the Office of Governor is vacant, or the 
~e~~vern- _ Governor is absent from the Gold Coast or is from any cause 

prevented from, or incapable of, acting in the duties of his Office, 
then such other person as We may appoint under Our Sign Manual 
and Signet, or, if there is no such person in the Gold Coast \ ' 
and capable of discharging the duties of the administration, the 
.senior Member of the Executive Council then in the Gold Coast and 
so capable shall, during Our pleasure, administer the Government 
of the Colony and Ashanti. 

(2) Before assuming the administration of the Government any 
such person shall, in the form and manner prescribed in Article 6 of 
these Letters Patent, take the Oath of Allegiance and the Official 
Oath (as Governor); which being done, We do hereby authorise, 
empower and command such person, subject, if he is appointed as 
aforesaid under Our Sign Manual and Signet, to the terms of his . 

Appoint­
ment of 
Deputy to 
Governor. 

appointment, during Our pleasure, to do all things that belong to the 
Office of Governor as provided in these Letters Patent. 

(3) Any such person as aforesaid shall not continue to administer 
the Government aHer the Governor or some other person having a 
prior right to administer the same has notified that he is about to 
assume the administration. 

- (4) The Governor or any other person as aforesaid shall not be 
regarded as absent from the Gold Coast or prevented from or 
incapable of acting in the duties of his Office for the purposes of this 
Article during his passage from one part of the Gold Coast to another, 
or ~hen there is a subsisting appointmtmt of a Deputy under the 
next succeeding Article of these Letters Patent. 

8.-(1) 'Whenever the Governor has occasion to be absent from 
the seat of Government but not from the Gold Coast, or to be absent 
from the ~old Coast for a period wnich he...h.as:rcason to believe will 

I 

I 
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\yo of short duration, or whenever by reason of illness which he has 
"a5on to helieve will be of short duration he considers it desirable so 
'11 do, he may, by Instrument under the Public Seal, appoint any 
~r50J1 in the Gold Coast to be his Deputy during such absence or l 
JIncss, and in that capacity to exercise and perform for and on 
"half of thC' Governor during such absence or illness all such powers 
illd functions \'ested in the Governor as shall be specified by such 
Instrument. 

(2) By the appointment of a Deputy as aforesaid the power and 
;uthority of the Governor shall not he abridged, altered, or in any 
ay affN't('d othcrwi!:>e than as We may at any time hereafter think 

proper t(j direct; and every such Deputy shall conform to and 
ob.;cn'e all such instructions as the Governor shall from time to time 
Irldress to him for his guidance. 
(3) Any appointment under this Article may at any time be 

ft'\'oked by the Governor or by a Secretary of Sta(e, and, in case of lit 
Jb>l'nc(' as afor<.'said, shall cease and detprmine upon the return of 
lhl' c;.o\,(·rnor to the <;eat of Government or to the Gold Coast, ,L 

Ihe case may hr. 

9. -(r) Th<.'re shall be an Exccutiw Conncil in and for the Colony Executive 
and Ashanti, and the said Council shall consist of such persons, Council. 

JppointNI in such manner as We shall direct hy Instructions under 
Our Sign M anHal and Signet. 

(2) The Members of the Executive Council shall hold their places 
ill the COllncil during Our pleasure and, subj ect thereto, for such 
Ik·riod and upon "Hch conditions as may be specified in such Instruc­
linn ... as afore..;aid . 

10. The Governor may constitute and appoint in Our name and 
III Our l)('half all such Judges and other Officers for the Colony and 
\,hanti a., rna} lawflllly be constituted or appointed by Vs, all of 
whom, unless otherwise provided by law, shall hold their offices 
during Our pleasure. 

.\ppoml· 
ment of 
OfficI'''. 

~ '( 

11. rIle Gowrnor may, subject to the pro\·i ions of any law for Dio;ciplint' . 
Ill!' time lwing in forc{' and to such Instructions as may from time to 
liml' 1)(' gh'en to him by ~ through a Secretary of State, upon 
,uftkil'nt cau!:>t' to him appearing, dismiss or suspend from the 
\('rci ... l' of hi:-. officl' any person holding any public office in the v 

!l1<lny 01 A~hanti or,ubject as aforesaid, may take such other 
.,clplinary action a~ may seem to him desirable. 

12. When an offence has been committed for which the offender Grant of 
11 ' be tril'u in the Colony or A hanti, the Governor may, a he shall pardon. 

:'i fit, in Our n me and on Our behalf, grant a pardon to any 
romplicl' in . uch nffenee who shall gi\'e ueh information as shall .,/ 
ad to the cl)Il\'iction of thl: principal offender, or of an}' one of 

lIch princip_ 1 offender. if more than one; and further may grant 
I ny offender com'icted of any . uch offence in any Court within 

~ olnny or A hanti, a pardon, either free or subject to lawful 
dltlOll • or ny f(' pite, ith r indefinite or for such period as the 
\l'rn r m 'think fit, of the .·ecution of an ' sentence prused on 
dl ITl'ndl r, ' nd m. y remit the whole or any part of uch sentence 

f 11\' Pl n hil's or forfeitur - otherwi due to C , 
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13. Subject to any law for the time being in force and to any 
Instructions given to him by Us under OUf Sign ~fanual and Signet 
or through a Secretary of State, the Governor may, in Our name and 
on Our behalf, make and execute, under the Public S{'at, grants and 
dispositions of any lands or other immovable property within the 
Colony or Ashanti which may be lawfully granted or disposed of by 
Us. 

14. The Governor shall keep and use the Public Seal for sealing 
all things whatsoever that shall pass the said Seal. 

15. We do hereby require and command all Our Officers, (i\'il and 
Military, and all other the inhabitan;s of the Gold Coast to be 
obedient, aiding and assisting unto the Governor. 

16. We do hereby reserve to Ourselves, Our Heirs and Successor. 
full power and authority to [(>\'oke, add to, Of amend thC'se Letters 
Patent as to Us or Them shall seem fit. 

In witness whereof \VI' have cau<;ed these OUf Letter:'. Patent to be 
made Patent. 

Witness Ourself at Westminster, this 7th day of March, 1<)46, 
in the Tenth year of OUf Reign. . 

By Warrant under The King's ~ign '1anllal. 

NAPIER 
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THE GOLD COAST 

INSTRUCTIONS passed under the Royal Sign Manual and 
Si~net to the Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the 

Gold Coast 

Dated March 7th, 1946. 

GEORGE R.I. 

Instructions to Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and o\"er 
the Gold Coast or other Officer for the time being Admini tering 
the Government of the Gold Coast. 

WHEREAS by the Gold Coast Colony and A hanti Letters Patent, 
1946 (hereinafter called" the Letter~ Patent "), We have ordered 
and declared that there shall be a Goycrnor and Commander-in-Chief 
in and over the Gold Coast Colony and Ashanti : 

AND WHEREAS certain Instruction and Additional Instructions 
under the Ro ral Sign ~1anual and Signet (hereinafter called" the 
('xi,ting Instruction" ") were issued to the Goyernor on the followmg 
date~, that i." to :-ay: In .... tructions <I.nd Additional In;;tructions 
relating to the admini tration of Our Gold Coast Colony dated 
rc~pecti\'e1y the tv.enty-third day of ~lay, 1925, the twenty-third 
day of November, 1934, anel the ,i -th day of ~farch. HH5 , and 
In'itrurtion .... rdating to till' admini tration of Ashanti dated the 
twenty-third ltay of • 'oH'mher, 1934 : 

A. l> WHhRJ'AS WI' are mind d to i" ut' fre h Intructions under 
Our. ign Manual and. ignet for th guiliancl' of the Gowrnor and an ' 
other OfiKcr who mav administ('r tiw GO\"l'rnllll'nt of th( ' Gohl Ctnst 
Colony and A ... hanti :' 

.'ow, llJ1lJ.1oat: , a . fr<lm, date to h appoilltl'd by the 
Gowfllor b\' • 'olin in till' ollicial G,rettt of thc Gold (")a~t. \\·c 
clolll'lehy r~\'nk(' thl' t. i ... tm~ Ill'lrudhlll ,but ("ubj( t a olh rwbe 
hen'in pnJ\'ided) withllut pn' ju,licl: tel any appointment lawfully 
madl', or :Ul\' othl r thing lawfull\' dOI1I: , th~rl:un(h r. and in tead 
Ihl'r('of \\\. :10 Ill'n hy llin'ct :1111\ "tIljoin and d('Clare Our will and 
pll'a~urt' a" fl)llow 
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uti Council shall consist of-
( ) th pe n for th time ' being lawfully discharging the 

functions of Colonial Seer tary, of Chief Commissioner of the 
Gold oast Colony, of Chief Commis. ioner of Ashanti, of Chief 
Commi ioner of the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. 
of Attorney-General, of Financial Secretary, and of Director 
of Medical Service:-s, who shall be styled ·Ex-officio MembC'rs 
of the Executive Council; and 

(b) such other persons, who shall be:- stylrd Appointed Members of 
the Executive Council, as may from time to time be appointed 
by Us by any Instructions or Warrants under Our Sign Manual 
and Signet, or as the Governor, in pursuance of instructions 
from Us, through a Secretary of State, may from time to time 
appoint by Instrument under the Puhlic Seal, or as may be 
appo~nted temporary Members by the Governor in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 

4.-(1) An Appointed Member of the Executive Council shall 
vacate his seat at the end of three years from the date of the Instru· 
ment by which' he is appointed, or at such earlier date as may be 
provided in that Instrument, or before either such date if :-

(a) by writing under his hand addressed to the Governor he shall 
r~ign his seat in the Executive Council; or 

(b) being a person holding office of emolument under the Crown 
in the Gold Coast at the date of his appointment to the 
Executive Council (hereinafter called" an Official Appointed 
Member "), he shall cease so to hold office; or 

(c) being a person not holding office of emolument under the 
Crown in the Gold Coast at the date of his appointment to the 
Executive Council (hereinafter called "an Unofficial 
Appointed Member "), he shall be appointed permanently to 
any office of emolument under the Crown; or 

(d) without the permission of the Governor, he shall be absent 
from the Gold Coast. 

(2) If any person is appointed to be a temporary Member of the 
Executive Council and his temporary appointment is immediately 
followed by his definitive appointment as an Appointed Member, 
the said period of three years shall be reckoned from the date of the 
Instrument by which he is appointed a temporary Member. 

(3) Any person vacating a seat as an Appointed Member may be 
again appointed from time to time. 

(4) If an Unofficial Appointed Member shall be appointed 
temporarily to any office of emolument under the Crown, or to act 
in any such office, he shall not sit as a Member of the Executive 
Council by virtue of his appointment as an Unofficial Appointed 
Member so long as he continues to hold or ac~ in that office. 

(5) The Governor may, by Instrument under the Public Seal, 
4ecW~ any Appointed Member to be incapable of discharging his 

a ember of the Executive Council, and thereupon such 
not sit in the Executive Council, until he is declared, 

I:.WPI't:; ,,, ••. i, apin to be capable of discharging his said 



(6) The Governor may, by Instrument under the Public Seal, 
'Il 'pcnd any Appointed Member of the Executive Council from 
the exercise of his functions as such, and thereupon such Member 
;hall not sit in the Executive Council so long as his suspension 
~mains in force. Every such suspension shall forthwith be 
Itported by the Governor to Us through a Secretary of State, 
!lld shall remain in force unless and until it shall be removed 
hl' the Governor by- Instrument under the Public Seal or by Us 
through a Secretary of State, or the person suspended ceases to be a 
~ember of the Executive Council. 

5.-(r) Whenever there shall be a vacancy in the number of 
persons sitting in the Executive Council by reason of the fact that-

(a) one person is lawfully discharging the functions of more 
than one of the offices set out in paragraph (a) of Clause 3 
of these Instructions; or 

(b) an Appointed Member is lawfully discharging th~ functions 
of any such office; or 

(e) no person is lawfully discharging the functions of any such 
office ;'or 

(d) the seat of an Appointed Member is vacant from any cause; 
or 

(e) an Appointed Member is unable to sit in the Executive 
Council in consequence of a declaration by the Governor, as 
provided in these Instructions, that he is incapable of 
discharging his functions as a Member; or 

(f) an Appointed Member is unable to sit in the Executive 
Council in consequence of his suspension as provided in these 
Instructions; or 

(g) a Member is absent from the Gold Coast; or 
(iI) an Unofficial Appointed Member has been appointed 

temporarily to an office of emolument under the Crown, or 
to act in any such office; 

the Governor may, by Instrument under the Public Seal, appoint 
a person tQ be a temporary Member for the period of such vacancy. 

(2) If the vacancy is in the number of Ex-officio Members, the 
person so appointed shall be a person holding office of emolument 
under the Crown. 

(3) Every person so appointed shall, as long as his appointment 
hall subsist, be to all intents and purposes an Appointed Member; 

and, subject to the provisions of this Clause, the provisions of 
Clause 4 of these Instructions shall apply accordingly. 

(4). The Governor shall forthwith report any such temporary 
appomtment to Us through a Secretary of State. Any such 
temporary appointment may (without prejudice to anything done 
by virtue thereof) be disallowed by Us through a Secretary of State 
or revoked by the Governor by Instrument under the Public Seal. 

(5) A temporary appointment- shall .ce~se to have effecton 
notification by the Governor to the person appointed of disallowance 
by U.s or of revocation by the Governor, or on supersession of the 
appomtment by the definitive appointment of a person to fill the 
~acancy, _or when the ·vaca.ncy sl}all otnerwisecease to exist. 

Temporary 
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6. \Vhenever upon any special occasion the Governor desires to 
obtain the advice of any person in the Gold Coast touching Our 
affairs therein, he may summon, in writing, for such special 
occasion, any such person as an Extraordinary Member of the 
Executi\'e Council. 

7. The Members of the Executive Council shall have seniorit\' 
and precedence as "C may 'ipecially assign, and in default therc(l: 

First, the Ex-officio Members in the order in which their offices 
are referred to in paragraph (a) of Clause 3 of these Instructions: , 

Prodded that the respective precedence, as between themselves. I 

of the three Chief Commissioners shall be determined by the 
dates of their appointment to the rank of Chi ef Commissioner, 
except that a person holding the substantive office of Chief 
Commissioner shall take precedence before any person acting 
in that office; and 

Secondly, the Appointed Members, according to the dat e of the 
Instruments by which they were respectively appointed, or 
if appointed on the same day, in uch order as the Governor 
may a sign; and 

Thirdly, the Extraordinary Members, according t o the date of 
the instruments by which they were respectively appointed, 
or if appointed on the same day, in such order as the Governor 
may assign. 

8.- (1) The Executive Council shall not be summoned except 
by the authority of the Governor. 

(2) The Executive Council shall not be disqualified for the trans- I 

action of business by reason of any vacancy among the members ; 
but no business except that of adjournment shall be transacted if V 
objection is taken by any Member present that there arc less than · 
two Members present besides the GO\-ernor or Member presiding. 

9. The Governor shall, so far as it is practicable, attend and 
preside at all meetings of the Executive Council, and in his absence 
such Member as the Governor may appoint or, in the absence of 
such Member or if no Member be so appointed, the Senior Member 
of the Executive Council actually present shall preside. 

10. In the exercise of his powers and duties the Governor shall 
consult with the Executive Council , except in cases-

(a) which arc of such nature that, in his judgment, Our sC'n ,icl' 
would sustain material prej udice by consulting the Exccutil[, 
Council thereon; or 

(b) in which the matters to be decided are, in his judgment, ioo 
unimportant to require their advice; or 

(c) in which the matters to be decided are, in his judgment, too 
urgent to admit of their advice being gi ven by the time within 
which it may be necessary for him to act. 

' kf 

In every case falling within paragraph (c) of this Clause, thc 
Governor shall as soon as practicable communicate to the Executi\'c 
Council the measures which he shall have adopted, with the reasons 
therefor. 

11. The Governor shall alone be entitled to submit questions to 
the Executive Council; but if the Governor shall decline to submit 
any question to the Executive Council when requested in writing 

\ 

I 
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bl' any Member so to do, it shall be competent to such Member to 
ft'quire that there be recorded upon the Minutes his written appli-
(,l tion, together with the answer returned by the Governor . thereto. 

12.- (1) The Governor may act in opposition to the advice given 
til him by the Members of the Executive Council, if he shall in any 
case deem it right to do so ; but in any such case he shall report the 
matter to Us, through a Secretary of State, at the first convenient 
Ilpportunity, with the reasons for his action. 

(2) Whenever the Governor shall so ac~ against the advice of the 
Executive Council, it shall be competent to any Member to require 
that there be recorded upon the Minutes any advice or opinion he 
may give upon the question with the reasons therefor. 

Governor 
may act in 
opposition 
to Execu­
tive Council. 

- 13. Min-utes shall be kept of all the proceedings of the Executive Minutes. 

Council, and at every meeting of the Executive Council the Minutes 
of the last preceding meeting shall be confirmed, with or without 
amendment as the case may require, before proceeding to the 
despatch of any other business. Twice in each year a full transcript . . 
of all Minutes of the Executive Council for the preceding half-year 
,hall be transmitted to Us through a Secretary of State. 

14. The Governor shall forthwith communicate to the Executive Governor 
to commu-

Council these Our Instructions and all such others as he shall, from 
time to time, find convenient for Our service to impart to the 
Executive Council. 

15. In the making of laws the Governor and the Legislative 
Council shall observe, as far as practicable, the following Rules :-

(I) All laws shall be styled" Ordinances" and, save as otherwise 
provided by any Order in- Our Privy Council, the words of 
enactment shall be " Enacted by the Governor of the Cold 
Coast with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 
thereof" : 

Provided that in the case of any Ordinance having effect 
by virtue of a declaration made by the Governor under 
Section ' 38 of the Gold Coast Colony and Ashanti 
(Legislative Council) Order in Council, 1946, the words 
of enactment shall be "Enacted by the Governor of the 
Gold Coast in accordance with the provisions of Section 38 
of the Gold Coast Colony and Ashanti (Legislative Council) 
Order in Council, 1946." 
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(2) All Ordinanc5S shall be distinguished by titles, and shall be 
divided into successive sections consecutively numbered, ' 
and to every section there shall be annexed in the margin a 
short indication of its contents. 

(3) The Ordinances of each year (together with the Ordinances of 
the year enacted under Section 7 of the Northern Territories 
Order in Council, 1934, and the Ordinances of the year 
enacted under Sections 5 and 6 of the Togoland under British 
Mandate Order in Council, 1923) ~ll be distinguished by 
consecutive numbers, commencing in each year with the 
number one. 

Ordinances passed by the Legislative Council and assented 
to by the Governor or having effect by virtue of a declaration 
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made b the Governor under Section 3R of the Gold Coast 
Colony and Ashanli (Legislative Council) Order in COUll ii , 
1946, ::;h.a11 be dated as of lhe day on which the assent of 
lhe Gowrnor is given, but, whatever that day may be, shall 
be numbered as of the year in which they arc passed. 

Ordinances reserved by the Governor for the signification of 
Our plea ure and assented to by Us shall be dated as of the day 
and numbered as of the year on and in which they become law. 

(4) Each different matter shall be provided for by a different 
Ordinance without rntermixing in one and the same Ordinance 
~uch things as have no proper relation to each other. 

No provis:on shall be inserted in allY Ordil : a ~· cewh:ch shall 
be foreign to what the title of such Ordinance imports; and 
no perpetual provision shall be included in any temporary 
Ordinance. 

16. The Governor shall not, without having previollsly obtained 
instructions through a Secretary of State, assent to any Bill within 
any of the following classes, unless such Bill contain a clau e 
suspending the operation thereof until the signification of Our 
pleasure thereon, that is to say :-

(I) Any Bill for the divorce of married persons; 
(2) Any Bill whereby any grant of land or 11 lOney, or other 

donation or gratuity, may be made to himself ; 
(3) Any Bill affecting the currency of the Gold Coast or relating 

to the issue of Bank Notes; 
(4) Any Bill establishing any banking association or altering the 

constitution, rights or duties of any banking association; 
(5) Any Bill imposing differential duties; 
(6~ Any Bill the provisions of which shall appear to him to be 

inconsistent with obligations imposed upon Us by Treaty; 
(7) Any Bill interfering with the discipline or control of Our 

forces by land, sea or air; 
(8) Any Bill of an extraordinary nature and importance whereby 

Our prerogative, or the rights and property of Our subjects 
not re iding in the Gold Coast, or the trade or transport or 
communications of any part of Our dominions or any territory 
under Our protection may be prejudiced; 

(9) Any Bill whereby persons not of European birth or descent 
may be subjected or made liable to any disabilities or 
restrictions to which persons of European birth or descent 
are not also subjected or made liable; 

(10) Any Bill containing provisions to which Our assent has once 
been refused or which have been disallowed by Us; 

Provided that, if the Governor shall have satisfied himself that 
urgent necessity requires that any such Bill (other than one 
appearing to him to be inconsistent with obligations imposed upon 
Us by Treaty) be brought into immediate operation, he may assent 
thereto, but he shall, at t.he earliest opport.unity, tran~mit. the 
Ordina.nce to Us together with his reasons fur ~o assenling. 

17.-(1) In the making of Ordinances, any Ilati'·e laws lJy which 
lhe ci, il relatiulls (If any nalive chiefs, tribes or popUlation under 
Our protection are lIUW regulated shall be re:,pe~l~d,~xcept in so 
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far as the same may be incompatible with the due exercise of Our 
~wers -~nd jurisdiction, or clearly injuriou::i to the welfare 9f the 
..aid nat! ves. 

(2) The Governor is to the utmost of his power to promote religion 
and education among the native inhabitants, and he is especially 
tu take care to protect them in their persons and in the free 
rnjoyment of their posse.ssions, and by all lawful means to prevent 
J/ld restrain all violence and injustice which may in any manner be 
practised or attempted against them. 

18.-(1} Every Bill (not being a Government measure) intended 
to affect or benefit some particular person, association or corporate 
body, shall contain a clause saving the rights of Us, Our Heirs and 
'uccessors, all bodies politic and corporate, and all others except 
uch as are mentioned in the Bill and those claiming by, from or 

under them. 
(2) No such Bill shall be introduced into the Legislative Council 

until due notice has been given by not less than three successive 
publications of the Bill in the Gold. Coast Gazette; and the Governor 
shall not assent th~reto in Our Name unless it has been so. published . 
. \ certificate under the hand of the Governor signifying that such 
publication has been made shall be transmitted to Us with the Bill 
or Ordinance. 

19. When any Ordinance shall have been enacted, the Governor 
shall forthwith transmit to Us, through a Secretary of State, for the 
"ignification of Our pleasure, <1: . transcript in duplicate of the 
Ordinance, duly authenticated under the Public Seal and by his 
own signature, together with an explanation of the reasons and 
occasion for the enactment of the Ordinance. 

20. As soon as practicable after the commencement of each year, the 
Governor shall cause a complete collection of all Ordinances enacted 
during the preceding year to be published for general information. 

21.-(1} Before disposing of any vacant or waste lands to Us 
belonging in the Gold Coast, the Governor shall cause the same to be 
surveyed, and such reservations to be made thereout as he may 
think necessary for any public purpose. 

(2) The Governor shall not, directly ·or indirectly, purchase for 
himself any land or building in the Gold Coast to Us belonging 
without Our special permission given through a Secretary of State. 

22. Every appointment by the Governor of any person to any 
Office or employment shall, unless otherwise provided by law, be 
expressed to be during pleasure only. 

23.-(1) Whenever any offender shall have been condemned by the 
sentence of any civil court in the Gold Coast to suffer death, the 
Governor shall call upon the Judge who presided at the trial to make 
to him a written report of the case of such offender, and shall cause 
such report to be taken into consideration · at a meeting of the 
Executive Council, and he may cause the said Judge to be specially 
>ummoned to a ttend at such meeting and to produce his notes thereat. 

(2) ~he GoverI1or shall not pardon or reprieve any such offender 
_ unless It shall appear expedient to him so to do upon receiving the 
---- -JdVlce of the Executive Council thereon; but he is to decide either 
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to extend or to withhold a pardon or reprieve, according to his own 
deliberate judgment, whether the Members of the Executive Council 
concur therein or otherwise; entering nevertheless, in the Minute:; 
of the Executive Council, his reasons at length, in case he should 
decide any such question in opposition to the judgment of the 
majority of the Members thereof. \ 

24. The Governor shall forward to Us, frpm year to year, through I 
. a Secretary of State, the annual book of returns commonly called the I 

Blue Book, relating to Revenue and Expenditure, Public Works, 
Legislation, Civil Establishments, Pensions, Population, Schools, I 
Course of Exchange, Imports and Exports, Agricultural Produce, 
Manufactures, and other matters in the said Blue . Book more I 
particularly specified with ~eference to the state and condition 1\ 

of the Gold Coast. 

25. Except in circumstances in which he is not regarded as absent 
from the Gold Coast for the purposes of the Letters Patent, 
the Governor shall not quit the Gold Coast without having first I 
obtained leave from Us for so doin~ through a Secretary of State. 

26.-(1) In these Instructions, unless the context otherwise 
requires :-

" the Governor" means the Governor and Commander-in-Chief I 
of the Gold Coast and includes the Officer for the time being! 
Administering the Government and, to the extent to which a i 
Deputy for the Governor is authorised to act, that Deputy; , 

" the Gold Coast" means the Gold Coast Colony, Ashanti, the I 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast and Togoland under I 

British Mandate; I 
" the Public Seal" means the Public Seal of the Gold Coast; I 
" Secretary of State" means one of Our Principal Secretaries of : 

State. 
(2) For the purposes of these Our Instructions any reference to I 

any public officer by the term designating his office means the officer 
for the time being lawfully dischargirg the fur.ctions of that Office. I 

(3) For the purposes of these Instructions a person shall not be 
deemed to hold an office of emolument under the Crown by reason I 
only that he :-

(a) is a Chief, or a Native Authority, or a member of a Natiw I 

Authority or of a native court; or I 
(b) is in receipt of a pension or other like allowance in respect uf 

service under the Crown, 
and if it shall be declared by any law for the time being in force in I 
the Gold Coast that an office shall not be an office of emolument I 
under the Crown for all or any of the purposes of these Instructions, I 

these Instructions shall have effect as if such law were enacted in ' 
these Instructions. ' 

Given at Our Court at St. James's this 7th day of March' l 
1946, in the Tenth year of Our Reign. , 
PIi"ted lI"d published by the Got'crlllllellt Prilltillg Depllrtlllellt. To be purchase' . 
{rom Ihe GOllernment Printi"g DrpcJtlmctlt (Publications Branch). AceI'll, Gold CotS',' 
Cow.y. lI"d from the Crown Agel/Is for the Colo"ies, 4 MillbaJlk. London, S.W.I 
G.P.D./W.7328/37.i/3/,1j Price 2a.3d. 


	002
	004
	006
	008
	010
	012
	014
	016
	018
	020
	022
	024
	026
	028
	030
	032
	034
	036
	038
	040
	042
	044
	046
	048
	050
	052
	054
	056
	058
	060
	062
	064

