


PROTECTION AGAINST FIRE—ACCRA.

COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
Accra, GoLp (loAST.
1518 FEBRUARY, 1921.
Sir

‘ have the honour to submit a scheme prepared in conjunction with the Inspector
General of Police, Captain Gwythér and Mr. Colman representing the Maintenance
Engineer, Water Works, for Protection against Fire in Accra ; this might also be
adapted for Seccondee, or any other town, where a supply of water is maintained under
pressure in pipes to any appreciable extent over the area of the town.

2. We are agreed that a scheme run on voluntary lines will not be satisfactory,
also, that as the utmost economy has to be studied in view of the present financial
position, existing Government organizations must be utilized and coérdinated pending
the ability to maintain a separate, distinct and more ambitious organization.

It is not, however, considered that the necessity for this will arise for some years
to come.

3. For extinction of Fire by water, Accra is entirely dependent during the greater
part of the year on the pipe borne water supply, which is at sufficient pressure to reach
the top of any existing building in Accra, and so distributed that there are very few
spots in the town which do not come under control from one or more of the existing
hydrants, even these can be brought under control as extensions of the main are laid
and additional hydrants are fixed.

It is, therefore, considered unnecessary to include a Fire engine (Pump) in the
equipment.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

4. I. That dependence be placed on the maintenance of an efficient supply of high
pressure water in the main, a proper distribution of hydrants, and a
sufficiency of hose with standard fittings and accessories for speedy connection
to the main.

II. That a small Fire Brigade, consisting of the distribution staff of the
Water Works and a selected crew of the Police from the Orderly Room
Staff at the Police Barracks, be formed and placed during drills and
Fire calls under the command of the Distribution Foreman (Mr. Groves)
who (like his brother who relieves him) is an experienced Fireman and
capable of giving instructions in the proper use of the appliances.

The Brigade would consist of :—

The Distribution Foreman of the Water Works, (Mr. Groves).
One Motor Driver.

One Superintendent of Police.

One Sergeant. 5

Two Corporals.
Five Constables. 5
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IV. The cap@city of this Brigade being very limited and as so much dep
upon prompt action being taken when an outhreak of Fire occurs.

It is therefore recommended that commercial firms, and others, who
are responsible for property which is liable to damage by fire, shall take
such steps as are possible by providing and maintaining automatic
sprinklers or a sufficient supply of efficient chemical extinguishers and
buckets of sand, so placed that they may be readily accessible to the 1
staff or watchman in charge of the building, who should be regularly
instructed in their use. The periodical inspection of these appliances
might, on request, be undertaken by the Chief Officer of the Fire Brigade,
who should be entitled to receive a fee for his services.

The attention of the following should be particularly called to this :—
Proprietors of Stores, Garages and Cinemas. "
V. It is recommended that emergency appliances consisting of :— ‘
(@) First-ard Wall Bowes :— "

Containing valve key, stand pipe, four 50 ft. lengths
of hose and connections, hand pipe, nozzle, and axe
be provided.at the following Government Buildings :—

The Secretariat.

The European Hospital.

The Native Hospital.

The Asylum.

The Prison Headquarters (Ussher Fort).
The Post Office.

The Railway Station.

The Customs Warehouse.

The Government House. &
The Survey Headquarters, Cantonments.
The P.W.D. Headquarters, Victoriaborg.
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(b) Chemical Extinguishers :—

Wireless Station.

All Government Offices.

Government Schools.

Government Hospitals.

Police Pickets.

Prisons.

Customs Warehouses.

Government Stores.

Technical School. :
Laboratory. ; |
Workshops.

(¢c) Bozes of sand with indicating boards :—

At all Government Bungalows, Offices, Stores, Warehouses,
~ Workshops, Garages, Schools and Institutions to which
motor vehicles have access, or where oil, spirit or other
similar material is stored.

VI. The Members of the Brigade should be remunerated :—
Chief Officer, £60 p.a. plus inspection fees.

Other Members :—

For each drill or false alarm B

For each fire to which they are

turned out P Y

VII. It is recommended that six No.

together with a supply of lights,
such as a string of three or four I
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VIII. It is recommended that the Brigade should be equipped with helmets,
coats, belts and axes.

IX. Transport. A motor lorry and trailer should be maintained at the
Water Works Yard solely for the use of the Fire Brigade, these should
be equipped with all necessary tools, hose, chemical extinguisher,
ladders, ete. so as to be available for use at any time during the day or
night. The Motor Driver should be employed on regular work in the
Water Works Yard and be provided with sleeping quarters there.

The existing material as listed below is sufficient for present pur-
poses and should be suitably housed under charge of the Chief Officer at
the Water Works Yard, at the junction of Station Road and Governor

Rowe’s Road.
7—100 feet lengths 21" hose, instantaneous couplings 700
5—50 feet lengths 27}” hose, instantaneous couplings .. 250

9—50 feet lengths 23" hose screwed couplings 450

2—50 feet lengths 24" hose (Water &7 ﬁ Stock
screwed couplings .. 100

2—50 feet lengths 24" hose, (W. W. stock) oddthread 100

Total e b e 600

Four hand pipes and nozzles.

Three double-ended stand pipes, screwed couplings.
One breeches piece, instantaneous couplings.

Two convertible pieces (male).

Pwor == ,»  (female).

Four six feet ladders.

Two hose connection keys for screwed couplings.
Two valve keys.

X. Operation. Alarm signals will be given during the day by telephone
when available, by police whistle, and by bugle alarm at the Police
Barracks. During tl%J night, as by day where possible, also by Verey
Lights from :—

Government House.

The Cantonments.

The Ridge Police Guard-House.
Victoriaborg Police Guard-House.

Ussher Fort Police Guard.

James Fort Lighthouse and Signal Station.

On the alarm being received the Chief Officer and the Motor Driver
will at once get the fire lorry ready, so that, on arrival of the Police
Members of the Brigade from the barracks there may be no delay in
proceeding to the site of the fire.

ESTIMATE OF COST.
5. CAPITAL EXPENDITURE.
1 Motor lorry specially fitted with 60 gallons chemical

extinguisher and pump say i .. £ 480

1 Trailer R ol o 60

12 Uniforms @ S T & 60

11 Fire equipment and boxes .. o = T 300

50 Extinguishers (two gallons) at say £4 s v 200

7 Verey Light guns and 50 cartridges e e 3 20

100 Sand buckets .. 25
1 30 feet Hose-drying ma.st complete with pulleys and

lanyards .. 30

Garage and Stores say 5 e 325

£1,500
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the Bngade is called to assist in quelling an outbreak of fire h

Tae HONOURABLE
TrE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Al{mnce to Chief Officer &
Pay for other Members, one drill per week
Fire calls say .. Py 3

~ Petrol and stores say v s\ Fivlels :
Hose renewals A A e
Uniforms ' i ey 3 38 £
Extinguishers, lights and sundriessay .. ..
Lo e
Total .. -3

harge should be imposed on the owner or occupier the

VICTORIABORG, ACCRA.

*The operation of this clause is to stand over far the ;)'remxi,‘
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