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GOLD COAST. 

No. 119. 

My LORD, 

I. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 

ACCRA, 

18th February, 1931. 

I have the honour to refer to the Governor's despatches No. 491 
dated the 3rd July, 1929 and No. 26 dated the 7th January, 1930 on 
the subject of the Gold Coast Commercial Intelligence Bureau in which 
various arguments for and against the continuation of the Bureau were 
discussed at some length. Although measures have been taken to reduce 
the expenditure of the Bureau, the question of its continuance must now 
be further considered owing' to the need for drastic reduction of the 
Colony' s expenditure. 

2. The subject was discussed at a meeting of the Executive CounciI 
under my Chairmanship as Colonial Secretary prior to Sir Ransford 
Slater's departure for South Africa; the Comptroller of Customs and the 
Director of Agriculture were invited to the meeting and asked to express. 
their views. The Comptroller of Customs stated that in his opinion there 
was no justification for the continued existence of the Bureau so far as 
trade of the Colony was concerned and the Director of Agriculture held 
the view that it was of no assistance to agriculture. 

After these two officers had withdrawn the Council considered the 
question in the lig'ht of the report of the Colonial Office Conference on 
Colonial Trade Agencies and unanimously advised that, in view of the 
paramount need for retrenchment, due to the diminished revenue prospects 
of the Gold Coast, and the definite refusal of the other West African 
Colonies to contribute to the support of a joint West African Bureau, 
steps should be taken to close down the Gold Coast Bureau by the 31St 
March, 1932. 

In this connection I may state that the Estimates that will be laid 
before Legislative Council next week forecast a revenue for 1931-32 of 
.£2,375,095 and require for expenditure a total of £2,859,836 of which 
'£2,779,574 represent recurrent expenditure and expenditure on works 
financed from advances from the Colonial Development Fund. In such 
circumstances it becomes necessary to discard certain of the less 
indispensable s~rvices, among which the Bureau must, it is felt, be 
counted. 

3· In making this recommendation the Executive Council expressed 
the opinion that it was highly desirable that, on the disappearance of the 
Bureau, some agency should come into existence whereby Gold Coast 
Africans visiting London may obtain advice and assistance in case of need. 
This should present no insuperable difficulty and, if Your Lordship's. 
reply is in accordance with the recommendations of this despatch, 
proposals in its regard will be put forward. Two main lines suggest 
themselves at the moment. If the project materializes for a residential 
cI ub for Africans in London it is quite possible that some arrangement 
of the sort could be made with the management. Alternatively, it should 
not be difficult to find a retired Gold Coast Official who would serve 
usefully in such a capacity. In any case, the Gold Coast Government 
will be prepared to provide sufficient funds to maintain some such agency, 
if and when required. . . 
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