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THE GOLD COAST. 3 

reference to the early records of the most f."oured 

nations of the earth, that wherever gross ignorance 

and an idolatrous worship have pre"ailed, the work 

of corruption has heen uninterrupted and progres­

si"e, and that the debasement and elevation of in­

dividual man, as well as of nations, have been in 

exact proportion to the moral standard of his 

worship. If he will admit this much, the long ages 

of durk superstition which has kept the African 

mind in thrall, and the influences of external and 

internal lawlessness and oppression, will, we think, 

sufficiently account for its moral debasement, "ithout 

hal'ing recourse to any original inferiority of nature. 

It has heen the misfortune of this race to labour 

under a greater accumulation of miseries than has 
fallen to the lot of any other, and to have been 

continually subjl'Cted to them for a longer period. 

During these long ages of progressive debasemcnt, 

the principle of evil in our nature became so 

strengthened and confirmed by habitual exercise, 

and the reasoning faculty so powerless, that the 

proncness of the African to evil assumed the 

charactcr of an undeviating instinct, to which 

the absence of any sufficient legal restrdint ga"e 
the utmost scope. But though thus fallen and 

ruined, without an app~rent ve,tige of any higher 

d stin~ than tlll'ir mean and grol'elling desires and 

B 2 
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our justice; all conspired to influence tbe minds of 

every class, to elevate us into power, and to make 

common cause in maintaining our authority. 

This power once assumed, the necessity of 

maintaining it with a firm hand against encroach­

ments from without, and feuds, discords, and 

disobedience from within, involved the existence of 

the settlements, and the very principle of se1£­

preservation. Tbe causes of an occasional refrac­

tory spirit have been briefly adverted to. The 

supervision of tbe government tended to lessen 

the consequence of the cbiefs, to curtail the sources 

of tbeir emolument by the prevention of indis­

criminate extortion and injustice, to elevate the 

condition of their dependants, and to obtain fur 

them a consideration to which, until then, they 

had b{"(·n utter strangers. The im partiality of our 

decisions, the cqual distribution of justice to rich 

and to poor, the curb put upon the oppressor, and 

the general trammels which sought to tame down 

the restive and almost incorrigible tempers of the 

chiefs to a proper degree of submissi,·e obedience, 

made them sigh for a return of former lawlessness, 
• and almost regret that they had thrown off the 

yoke of the King of Ashantce, who, provided he 

obtained his reyenuc, did not care how much bis 

vassal chiefs oppressed their people. 
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Under the influence of this discontented <pirit, 

individual chiefs have, upon several occasions, 

attempted to assert their independence, and to 

resist the authority of the government; but 

although a partial and temporal")' success has 
sometimes attended their efforts, vet the\, hal'e 

• • 

neyer been able to withstand its powE'r for any 

length of time. The arms of n·b Ilion have 

dropped one by one from their hands, without the 
intcn'ention of force, and left them naked and 

defenceless, at the mercy of the government. 
Their own dependants, sensihle of their increased 

pril'ileges through the interve on of the Euro­

peans,did not desire to sre their chiefs independent 
of control, and were therefore lukewarm in their 

support. Rival chiefs coulel not endure that one 

of their number should presume to withdraw him­
self from a control to which they were subject, 

and joined heart and hand in enforcing sub­
mission. The freedom of communication and our 
relations with Ashantee rendered the indl'pendence 

of a single chief inconsistent with the general 

prace of the country. The cries of obstructed 

Justice, which roused a spirit of retaliation, obliged 
the gO\'ernor to cut off the rebellious from any 
external communication, and to shut them up in 
thei,' own country; and if need was, and nothing 
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ebe would counsel submission, a demonstration 

of brute force still remained to overpower all 
opposition. 

Such an overwhelming amount of influence 

might be supposed sufficient to eradicate every seed 

of disobedience from the heart, and to render a 

repetition of the same offence incredible; but neither 

the hopelessness of the attempt, the certainty of 

punishment, motives of self-interest, nor the perfect 

conriction in the minds of the offenders themselves, 

in their moments of sober reflection, of the utility 

and absolu te necessity of European control, could 

restrain the wild bursts of passion to which the 

f 
ungovernable mind of man in his natural state is 

subject, nor check his inherent tendency to trans­

gress, and to harden himself in his transgressions. 

The consequence of this seemingly irreclaimahle 

disposition made the intercourse between the gO\'er­

nor and the chiefs, especially at the outset, a coo­

tinual series of offences on the part of the latter, 

and of punishment, of pardon, and of re-instatement 

to his favour, on the part of the former. 

The frequency of these contumacious delinquen­

cirs, and the necessity for severity, gave to the 

goYernnll'nt the character of extreme harshness, 

and for some years occasioned an incessant struggle 

betwet'l1 the governor and the chiefs, who could 
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ill brook to submit themselves to regular rub of 

conduct. Fines after fines were imposed with 

startling rapidity; restitution to the utt,'rmo>t far­

thing was rigidly enforced in c,'ery case of wrung; 

even imprisonment and deposition wrre powerless 

io establishing a confirmed habit of obedience. 

The happy contrivance of gi,~og pled for their 

peaceable behaviour was at last had recourse to, and 

in a short time there was not a chief of any conse­

quence in the country who had not b 11 comp,'lled 

to lodge in Cape Coast Castle the greater part of 

his property in gold, as securit), for his gener..! good 

conduct, and for his appearance ore the gO"crnor 

at any time that he might be summoned to nnswer 

a complaint against him. 

To such an extent was this thoughtlessness and 

disregard of consequences carried, and such was 

their want of self-control, that even in the town 

of Cape Coast, under the walls of the castle, and 

in the presence of the governor and his whol,· 

gan'ison, it was necessary to have recours!' to the 

same system, and to take security of thl' riders for 

the orderly behaviour of the inhabitants. And 

now we had a most gratifying corroboration of the 

truth of that text in Scriptu,," which declares, 

that" where our treasure is, there will our heart 

be also;" for no SOODer was the treasure of the 
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feelings and of rights of which they had pre\;ously 

no conception. We are now to see whether there 
is not something in the African which, under the 

influence of favourable circumstances, entertains as 
readily and as eagerly responds to good impres­

.ions as in the European; and to enable us to draw 

the parallel with greater justice, we must carry 

back our historical recollections to the worst days 

of Europcan serfdom and superstition, and com­
pare the slow process by which tbe fetters whicb 

enslaved botb the body and the mind were shaken 

off, "ith the account which we nrc to give of tbe 
initiative taken in this country. 

No sooner was it fuJly apparent that protection 

was afforded to cvcry one, than a new spirit seemed 

to pervade the general mass of the people. It 
was like the awakening from a dream which bad 

dissipated the senses, and left no tangible impres­
sion upon the mind, and required a proC('SS of 

careful reflection to arri,'e at a proper comp,..,. 

hen ion of their position. It was 8 boon which 

was regarded by many with mixed feelings of grief 

and jO~'-of hope and fear. To some it had come 

too late: the spoiler had already seized his prey, 

and left none of a numerous family to sympathise 

with their feelings; and to such the contemplation 

of another's joy was only the renewal of their grief. 
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Others rejoiced in the prospect of peaceful days, in 

which they might sit at ease under their own 

palms in the undisturbed enjoyment of the society 

of their friends and relations; many clung to the 

hope of being ahle to reunite the scattered numbers 

of their several families, and devoted themseh'cs to 

a diligent .search after them, with the view of 

endeavouring to redeem them from the bondage in 

which they were held ; while others set about this 

anxious labour in doubt and fear, without a trace 

of the lost ones, and ignorant in which direction to 

tmn their steps. 

So general an emotion on the part of a people, 

express(·d in such an unequivocal manner as soon 
us thc most distant prospect of relief was opened 

up to them, is a sufficient indication, at least, that 

there was no want of natural affection; and that 

though misery may have deadened those feelings, 

or circumstances may hal'e rendered the exhibition 

of them worse than useless, yet they had never 
bcen (·xtinguished. 

How often may the calmness of despair h:lI'e 
been mistaken for insensibility, and the pelfect 

inutility of any exhibition of grief for a callous 

indifference! It would have been happy for this 
people, if the gratification of those feelings had 

been as much within their reach as within their 
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inelin1tion; but years have been passed hy many 
in a fruitless search; others have been di 'covrred 

in the chains of an incurable bondage; some hayc 
been traced to the cane-fid,!. of Cuba and Brazil; 

and not a few have poured forth their blood to 

grace a heathen holiday, or to gild the tombs of 

the Kings of Ashantce. Undi mayed, howe"cr, 
by difficulties, and perseYrring in spite of dis­

appointment, tbe main object of the general body 
of the population for the last twenty years has 

been for each to raise the hrok.n walls of his 

family house, and to gather his widdy-scattered 
relatives under the shadow of it roof. 

But, independently of It e impossibility of 

success in such contingcncie. as we haye 

alluded to, the difficulties were by no means 
easily overcome, even where the residence and 

circumstances of the different members of a 
family were known. It will be remcmlll'rcd that 

we have represented soeiet)' on the GaM Coast 

as being composed, with sundry modifications, 

of only the two clasSt's-of master and slave; that 

propt'rty in slaves is considered the most ,'aluable 

of all kinds of possessions; and that the constitution 

of socict~, had not b"en affeckd by the protectorate 

of England. Braring this in mind, as well a. the 

proce.,es by which the work of ensla"ing was 
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carri,'d on-namel)" by a money value, or by 
assistancc aud protection considered equiyalent to 

II purch!'se, it will be seen that more was neces­

sary tban the mere discovery of the residence of 
a relation to be united to him. He was the 
property of a master, f"om whom he had to be 
rcdcem('d hefore he could cast off his yoke of 

a master perhaps, who, if he had bought him 
formally, might refuse 'a redemption price, or at 

least place such an exorbitant value upon him, as 
amounted to a prohibition. 

It will be seen then, that, notwithstanding the 

strong desire exhibited by members of the same 
family to be reunited, yet the difficulties which 
in most cases opposed the accomplishment of 
their ,,~shes were of a nature to prevent their 
unconditional freedom. The rich man could 
generally 'redeem his relations; but after the 

grinding t)ranny of the Ashantee supremacy, 
riches were far from abundant in the land. 

Neither, at the time to which we refer, was the 
attainment of wealth within the reach of many. 

Confidence had not yet been completely estab­
lished. The Ashantees, upon whom we were 
dependent for our principal supply of gold, were 
in the habit of visiting the coast for the pur­

poses of trade in large parties, who, on accoun t 
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of the suspicion which still lurked in their minds, 

did not consider themselves altogether safe, unless 
under the protection of some of the principal 

chiefs or head men of the Fantee country. 
They therefore left their own country, consigned 

to some one of these, who acted as brokers, in 

carrying on their trade with the Europeans. 
This was a source of great em ument to the 

pm"!i., immediately employed, hut had little 

effect in diffusing any general benefit. It, in 
fact, increased only the property of those who 

had the least need for it, and e bled them tl) 
increase still more the dista betwccn t1u'm 

and the other classes of societ and to lay hold 
of those advantages which a 
in its early stages never fails 
their reach. 

• 
• • • ,upenor pO>lllon 

to plac,' within 

\Vhile this state of matters continued, 

general body of the people who fclt mo,! 
the 
the 

pressure of thcir separate bondage, had no op­
portunity of acquiring means to purchase their 

own redemption, or that of their fl·lativ,·s. 

They were therefore obliged to cnntcnt them­

selves with the knowledg,· of their different situ­
ations, and to limit their inll-rcoursc to an occa­

sional visit or message, as circumstances gave 

them opportunity. Upon thesc occasions they 
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would, in pure simplicity of heart, often seek 

to bespeak a master's favour for a relation, by 

trifling presents; and by instigating the slave to 

zeal for bis master's service, and the master to 

kindness, they endeavoured to keep alive such 

mutual frelings of satisfaction and good-will, as 

made the connection between them agreeable to 
both. Where this good understanding (lid not 

exist, and where the severity of tbe master ren­

dered the slave's life miserable, recourse was often 

had to some wealthy person, who had the repu­

tation of being a good man, wbo was entreated 

to purchase his redemption from tbe bad master, 
and to make bim his own slave; and as the 

services of a discontented slave were always un­

satisfactory to tbe mas~er, the latter generally 

consented readily enough to his redemption. 

Sla"e and pawns had it thus very much in 

their own power to make choice of their own 

master, and this liberty of choice contributed 
largely to bring together the different members 

of a family under one master, and thus, by af­
fording free scope to the enjoyment of the 
domestic affections, deprived slavery of its severest 

sting. 

Thb then was the first step which the full 

protcctiun givco by the gO\'ernment enablet! the 
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people to take-e -namely, the more general union 

of the different members of a family under the 

same roof, and the relief opened up to many 

from the severity of a bad master. As yet, 

however, there was no diminution in the extent 

of slavcry. It was its quality alone which had 

been affected. 

But the progress after this is no'" rapid. The 

great vigilance of the governm~nt in detecting, 

and its rigour in punishing acts of oppression, 

the frequent resort of aggrieved persons to the 

local autborities, and the ready and cheap redress 

of injuries, soon made tho whole population 

perfectly familiar with the nature of the pro­

tection afforded them, and unwilling to submit 

to any wrong at the hands of their own chiefs. 

From the decision of these, appeals were frequent. 
The chiefs themselves, in consequence, had often 

occasion to resort to Cape Coast Castle, and had 

many opportunities, by their attendance in court, 

of comprehending more fully the broad princi­

ples of justice, and the necessity of enforcing 

them for the general good of society. They 

soon perceived that the governor's severity, 

which they had at first been inclined to regard 
as persecution, was dictated from an enlightened 

view of a necessary example, for the mainte-
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o"erreach the law, and laying hold of every 

possible occasion to cause obstruction, and to 

limit the influences of good order, there was 

now, externally at least, a disposition which we 
believe in many cases to have been founded on 

a just appreciation of their real interests, to go 
hand-and-hand with the governor, and to give 

him every assistance in establishing and main­

taining a morc perfect system of justice than 
had hitherto guided their intercourse with each 
other. 

Their ideas of justice, it is true, were not of that 

enlightened character which herongs to a higher 
standard of moral duty. They were still influenced 

by the prejudices of a dark superstition and tra­

ditionary customs, and required the watchful and 
resolute caution of a skilful reformer, whose care 

was as necessary in guarding against a too hasty 
innovation, as in rigidly enforcing the utmost 

degree of social progress which might safely he 
ventured upon. 

Nor was the governor without a sufficient test 

of the statc of public feeling upon these important 
points. The court (of which, at the time to which 

we refer, he was himself the judge) hecame a spe­

cies oflecture-room, from which the principles of 
justice were disseminated far and wide throughout 
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produce no reasonable proof, they were obliged to 

acknowledge that he was actuated by a sense of 

justice, and not by direct hostility to thci,' cllstoms. 

By this indirect censure, and the tone of slighting 

ridicule with which their childish superstitions 

were treated, as if unworthy of a moment's serious 

consideration, many bad practices which at one 

time had been attended \\~th yery injurious conse­

quences fell completely into contempt, and were 

laughed at and disa\"Owed by those who still had 

faith in them, although they were ashamed to 

own it. 
Sometimes during the investigation of circum­

stances connected with appeals to the court, cruel 

and barbarous practices were revealed, which were 

scarcely known to the Europeans to exist; but 

which were con,idered a necessary part of their re­

ligious obsen'ances, which could not be abolished 

without incurring the displeasure of the gods. 

The pertinacity with which ignorance hugs its ab­

surd supcr,titions i, well known, and appears to be 

in exact proportion to their absurdity. Abstract 

reasoning with such characters is pClfectly out of 

place. An implicit faith in the bene"olent inten­

tion of the hw-gi"er, a consciousness of his general 

supcriorit!, amI of the advantages of obedience, 

occasi,'nal demonstrations of his power, and the 

c 2 
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certainty of punishment in withstanding it, are 

essential to the abolition of a confirmed custom. 

The prejudices in its favour will exist long after its 

fruits have been destroyed, and will only yield to 

time, and the influence of a new class of ideas 

arising out of a more comprehensive view of self­

interest. A~ soon, then, as the governor had 

established sufficient confidence to afford a rea­

sonable hope of success in puttin~ down their most 

obnoxious practice~, he cautiousl} led his attack 

against them. By frequent Rnimad"ersions upon 

their iniquitous character, and the absolute neces­

sity of abolishing them, by tI announcement that 

he was only waiting for a fd"ourable opportunity 

to do so effectually, he familiarized men's minds to 

their possible suppression at no distant period, and 

won over many to an acknowledgment of their 

unfitness; and \\ hen he perceiYed that he had thus 

sufficiently payed the way for an "naclInent upon 

the subject, he peremptorily commanded their dis­

continuance. This yery possibly had not the de­

sired effect, but it gave to their n'pdition the 

character of a punishable offence, made the greatest 

s('('recy necessary to their commi~sitln. and sub­

jl'cted the perprtrators to punishment upon dis­

co\'ery. 

The amount and nature of the public sympathy 
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consequent upon the punishment of the offender, 

afforded a perfect criterion of the seasonableness of 

the step; and thus the court sen'cd admirably the 

purposes of a pulse to indicate the extent of the 

reformation which the country was at any time 

capable of bearing, consistent with the degree of 

confidence in the government, without which no 

progressive improvement could be general. It was 

therefore politic not to cndanger this confidence by 

rash and hasty legislation, which, however bene­

ficial in reference to the point in question, was 

ne,'ertheless to be a,'oided, if it prerented a greater 

good, by interrupting the course of gradual and 

steady advancement upon which the country had 
entered, as any interruption of this kind at the 

outset would have been fatal to our influence. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Genernl order and security - Its effi ct upon trade­
Employment gi\'en to the people-C'rogre .... "i\'e ditfu~ioD 
of wealth-Extemi"e sp:tem of c:redit-Attributable to 
the se\'erity of the law of debt-The injuriou~ tendency 
counterbalanced by its ad\"antagcs-Trane chiefly de~ 

pendl:ut on Ashantce - Oil trade - Condition of the 

people. 

HAVING in the foregoing chapter given, we 

hope, an intelligible account of the nature of our 

influence, of its extent, and its mode of develop­

ment, the render will hal'e less difficulll in .!C-, 

counting for the !'apid adyancement now conso'quen! 

upon the establishment of those feeling> of confi­

denct' nnd mutual good-will which In' have repre­

sented as suhsisting betw(','n the gowroor alld the 

governed, By this influence the most complete 
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protection and security were afforded to every onp. 

The paths and thoroughfares of the country 

became as safe for the transmission of merchan­

dize, and as free from interruptions of any 

description, as the best frequented roads of the 

most highly ci,·ilized countries of Europe. No 

police force, organized upon the principles of disci­

pline which gOl·ern this important engine of civil 

government in a free colin try, can be compared in 

efficicm")" with that system of responsibility which 

..,made the chief accountable for the peace of his 

district, and for the orderly conduct of his de­

pendants. 

The patriarchal rule, which obtains in families, the -assemblage of families under a chief, the vassalage 

of chiefs under a common superior, with the feel­

ings of strict obedience, submission and c1anship, 

strengthened and confirmed by superstitions obser­

vances, which exercise such a powerful control over 

those having faith in them, form altogether such a 

nicely graduated scale of accountability, that inde­

pendence of action becomes impossible, and the 

detection of crime consequently easy. \Vith this 

free scope fo,· the full development of energy and 

enterprize, we are now to pursue -the peculiar 

modes in wI.ich they principally exhibited them­
selves. 

• 
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distance of the journey, and the time occupied in 

accomplishing it, was exceedingly trifling; but the 

ignorance of the value of labour properly directed, 

and their natural di,taste for a steady, regular and 

laborious employment, made them prefer occasional 

jobs of this description, which gratified also a ram­

bling disposition, to agricultural pursuits, or any 

other occupation requiring fixed habits of applica­

tion. 

As yet, their absolute wants were few and their 

desires moderatc. The simple <upply of the ne­

cessarics of life was aU that the bulk of the 

population cared about, and this the bounty of 

nature placed within the reach of a very small 

amount of labour. The prospect of elevating their 

condition by careful industry, bad only yet been 

j opened up to those engaged in trade, who per­

ceil'ed the road to wealth and consequence now 

plainly exposed to them. These eagerly pursued 

th"ir advantages, perfectly alive to the important 

consequences of success, while the instruments of 

their traffic, the unreflecting carriers, were con ... 

seious of few wants to which the beasts of burden, 

whose province they had assumed, were not sub­

jcct. On this account the diffusion of wealth 

although grcatly extended beyond its former limit, 

was still partial, but rapidly progressive; for the 
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numerous instances of independence suddenly ac­

quired, could not but strike the dullest apprehension, 

and excite, in some measure, a more general spirit 

of emulation. 

The condition of slavery, also, which attached 

to the greater part of those carriers was another 
reason for their want of ambition. They had in 

gem·ral been hired from a ma,ter, who recci"ed 

their wages, and only ga"e them out of their 

scanty allowance what was necessary for their 

subsistence. To such persons, the present move­

ment held out little prospect of bettering their 

condition; and only those who, from their su­

perior quickness of parts had given promise of 
achicying a more honourable position for them­

selves, and increased wealth for their masters, 

were afforded opportunities of seeking their OWJl 

fortune. 

I t was the nature, however, of this system of 

tradu by means of agents employed to sell goods 

• 

in the interior upon the merchants' account, to 

become one of simple credit. The step between 

agency and the responsibility of a common debtor 
was so cas)" and the latter liable to so much 
less misunderstanding, that credit soon became 

general. The natural result of this system of 11 
trust, was the extensive diffusion of property I . \ 
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throughout every class of society, to a degree 

which can hardly be comprehended by on<: unac­

quainted with the prculiar partiality of the natives 

of the Gold Coast, and, we belie"e, of Africa 

generally, for pedling. Men, women and children 

are indiscriminately infected with this passion, 

which absolutely assumes, from ib innterac)" the 

character of a confirmed malad,.. One is at a 

J loss to eonccive where therc is any room for 
buyers among such a nation of pedlers; and 

there is certainly no way of "erouuting for the 

disposal of such an endle," .xluition of tbeir 

petty wares, except upon the principle of bartcr. 

The foundation of the confid,', r" upon which this 

general and extraordinary subilivi,ion of credit is 

grounded, among a people by no means remarkable 

for their integrity, must, we believe, be st.ught for 
in the sc,-erity of the lalV of debt, which involves 

such an extensive responsibility, including that of 

the freedom of the debtor and his rcIations, rather 

than in the facile credulity of the peopl," 

Owing to this peculiarity of their laws, the 

advantages of this system of general crcdit, as 

a means of improving thei,' social condition, have 

been very doubtful; but we arc inclined to think 

that its effect in creating artificial wants, and in 

forming new habits, and thereby exciting to their 
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gratification by industrious exertion, far outweighs 

the temporary injustice and abuses which the 

spirit of progress e\'oked by it must ultimately 

redress. Its immediate effects, however, were 

undoubtedly of a mixed character, dependent in 

a great measure upon indiviuual capacity and 

int('grity; for where credit was so general, edu­

ration almost unknown, and the standard of moral 

principle extremely low,' it could not be, but that 

much of this credit \\'as misplaced, and that pro­

perty was frequently squandered, as often by the 

incapacity as by the unprincipled extrU\'agance 
of the debtor. But whatever the c,m,e, the 

result wa the samc---the implication of the inno­
cent relations, who have been made available, to 

raise the funds to liquidate the debt, either by 

bondage as pawns, or by actual sale. 

As a counterpoise, however, to the foolish and 

reckless adventurers, who ha\'e thus entailed misery 

upon thomseh-es and families, there ha\'e been 
others of a very different stamp; men who, by 

cautious prudence and integrity, have acquired 
the means of ele\'ating the social position of them­

s('lves, and of redeeming from the bondage of a 
former period their most distant relatives. As 

these more than outnumbered the former, and as, 

morrowI', by the happy result of their exertions 
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their little consideration of the value of time, and 

their consequent indifference about the length of 

their journey, combined with more consideration 
for themselves, and greater fairness of dealing than 

guided the transactions of ad"enturers, far re­
moved from any sufficient control, all conspired 
to place the trade entirely upon a new footing. 

The consequence of the Ashaotees becoming their 
own carriers, was to throw a ven gTL-at number of . ~ 
persons out of emplo)meot, and to force them to 
seek another means of living. 

Since the commencement of the carrying trade, 

they had bccome accustomed t· ",any triHing luxu­
ries within the reach of their scanty pal', to which 

they had formerly been stmngers. These had now 

become absolutely necessary to them, and they 
were willing to turn their hands to any work, in 

order to obtain the means of procuring them. 
This certainl) was a great step in advance; but 
the absrnce of any suitable occupation .ermed on 

the point of consigning them once more to their 

original habits of ptrfect idleness, when the 
medium of circulation throughout the Fantee 
country was increased so rapidl), that an astonish­

ing impttus was given to a branch of trade, which 

had not hitlwrto occupied a very prominent place 
in their attcntion. Gold-dust and i,'ory had been 
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almost the sole articles of export. Neither of 

these commodities was found in great abundance 

within the countries under our jurisdiction, and our 

trade was, and is, principally dependent upon Ash­

antee. The only source of wealth was, therefore, 

confined to an interchange of the manufactures of 

Europe, for articles beyond the reach of labour to ob­

tain them, and consequently beyond the reach of the 

mass of the population. 'Until labour found a mar­

ketable ,'alue, there was no prospect of the general 

amelioration of the condition of the people. Had 

gold been found in the soil of the country in suffi­

cient quantities to render the search for it a steady 

and profitable occupation, it is possible that labour 

of this kind would hal'e tended to impro\'e the 

circumstances of tbe masses; but the uncertainty 

of the result of labour of this description, and the 

reckless gambling spirit to which it invariably gives 

rise, are very unfavourable to moral impro\'ement. 

On this account, we consider it particularly fortu­

nate for the people of the Gold Coast, that the 

branch of industry to which their attention has 

been directed is one which, at the same time that it 

gives a good return for the labour expended, yet ren­

ders necessary habits of patient toil and application. 

J 

The manufacture of palm..:;9il, as giving employ- .v 
ment to a great portion of the population, may be 
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anl_ required for immediate consumption, of 
little use to the person receiving them. As long 
-18 this state of things continued, and there was no 
ready and convertible price for labour of easy 

there waa little indu~ment to work j but 
when labour could be very profitably employed 
.D the manufacture of an ~icle of gl eat con­
umption, for which there was always a ready 

market, and which waS paid in a commodity 
oapable of gleat subdivision, and in constant use 
aa the circulating medium of an extensive district 
of the country, motives for exertion were only 
1imited by the extent of desire. 

The introduction of the cowrie-shell and its ap­
plication to this purpose supplied the desideratum 
necessary for the prosecution of the trade in palm­
oil, the supply of wbich is found to fluctuate according 
to the supply of the cowries. If tbese have been 
exhal18ted in the storl'll of the merchants, no oil is 
brought to the market unless in such small quanti­
Qee aa may be required for immediate consumption j 
II1II although the manufacture of oil may go on 
in the meantime, in tbe expectation of new 

of cowries, yet if these be long .ed. the IIfI&ivity of the labourer a1ackens and 
the object of bis labour being to 

tAt JUm is taJ:ltamOUDt to ready 
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cash, which he can apply in any manner he 

thinks 6t. 

The reader will have some idea of the utility of 
• 

this article as a circulating medium, when we state 

that the annual importntion of cowries is steadily 

increasing, and that it at present amounts to one 

hundred and fifty tons per annum. When he is 

farther informed that a ton of good cowries is 
equivalent to three hundred and sixty dollars, that 

two thousand four hundred shells go to the dollar, 

and that there are consequently eight hundred and 

sixty-four thousand cowries in a ton, he will more 

readily com'prehend the faciliti "f exchange, and 

the great encouragement which it gives to industry. 

It would be impossible at pr nt cven to conjec­

ture with any degree of probability the extent to 

which this importation of a wry serviceable cur­

rency might be carried, without affecting its circu­

lating value; but the sudden and extraordinary 

increase of late years, has had no effect in deterio­

rating them, and the increased demand keeps pace 

with the supply-in other words, a sufficient 

marketable equivalent for labour has not yet been 

supplied, as the resources of the country and the 

energies of the people are only in their 6rst stages of 
development. How these will ultimately be operated 

upon, with the best result, it is at present too soon 
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to det~rmine, and must depend upon the market 

which they find for their labour, and the judgment 

with which it is directed. 

As yet, cowries are only in use throughout a 

comparatively small portion of the Gold Coast; 

and where they arc not already introduced, a strong 

prejudice exists against them. In Ashantce it is 

forbidden to sell or pass them a~ all, under yery 

'rvrre penalties; the impression being, that their 

introduction and us~ might haY'e an injurious effect 

in diminishing the extent of the collections of 

gold-dust. Along the whole line of coast also to 

the westward of Anamaboe, cowries are little used, 

and do not pass current in the markets; gold­

dust, sih'er, and copper coins bring the only 

medium of circulation. Owing to the expenditure 

of the government at Cape. Coast, til(' circulation 

of 1Il0ne) and gold of the country almost suffice 

fur the present exigencies of the people, and hold 

out the necessary inducement for bbour; but where 
• 

there is nothing extraneous to the gold-dust, the 

enrrgy of the people is cra-nped for want of a 

sufficiently diffu,i"c currency. 

We accordingly find that the condition of the 

natives in those parts is much more stationary, 

and that, notwithstanding thcir greater attention to 

the collection of gold, and the superior abundance 
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CHAPTER III. 

Di~inclination for improvement-Difficulty of o\'ercoming 
prcjudice.:;-Tolcration of the gO'rernment-Anomalies 
oDl:1ervQ.ule in ~ociety. aud in individual cbnracter­
Compulsory observance of order-Gives rise to com­

mercial enterprise - Growing taste for the habits of 
civilized life-l\.Ioral virtues neglected- Establishment 
of a school-Arri,·al of a Chri:$tian missionary upon the 
COU!t. 

IF a benevolent government, with moral influ­

ence sufficient to obtain general obedience, and to 

give protection and security to all, a fair measure 
of commercial prosperit)" a full abundance of the 

necessaries of life, with the means of supplying 

many artificial wanls placed within Ihe reach of 
every class, were the only requisites for the social 
tlc,·ation of a people, the nati,·es of the Gold 

• 
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Coast had now a fal'ourable opportunity of enter­

ing upon this career. But something more is 
necessary to raise a people from a state of gr<'llt 

moral degradation. \Yithout the consciousness of 

their own debasement, and a desire for their own 

advancement, the most favourable circumstances 

will. be unal'ailing ; and the experience of all history 

shows that this feeling and this desire do not 

arise naturally. 

The human mind is not a soil, where ideas com­

mon to an in a civilized statc 'pring up spontane­
ously. Not a field in the material world r(,quires 

more diligent culture. The wreds which ra,nkle 

there are only a type of the Il'nd('ncy, not of the ex­

tent of human depravity. 111e former germinate, 

flourish, wither, die and are r newed. The latter 

knows no winter, no sen son of frigid inaction, in 
which the principle of I'itality and de\'l'lopment is 

suspended. Its growth is continuous, strengthening 

with man's strength, and transmitted through suc­

crssil'e generations with a continually increasing 

bent, and a more confirmed and instineti"e impulse. 

And as the natural fidd has not any inh"rent power 
to substitute the wlll'at for the tares, so neither has 
the mind of man the capacity of originating IIIId 

CRlT)'ing out into practice ideas of an 
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nothing but the strong hand of power and a 

clearer view of self-interest can put down a 

cherished custom and remove a confirmed habit. 

Even against power and self-interest, the prejudices 

of the old, who have grown grey in the practice of 

customs established by prescription, the opposition 

of monopolist traders in the abuses of societ)" tbe 

superstitious fears of some, the ridicule of others, 

and the natural disinclination for change in all, 

invariably maintain an obstinate struggle. 

Upon the Gold Coast, the gO"o;rnment has -.:ery 

wisely made no attack upon customs which did 

not interfere with the rights and liberties of 

individuals, and has only so far meddled with their 

laws, as to infuse into them a more humane 

spirit; ameliorating some with, ut abolishing them, 

and consigning othtrs to a gradual oblivion, by 

exposing their unfitness for the advancing condi­

tion of social progress. This spirit of toleration 

has consequently left the battle of ci"ilization to 

be fought, principally by the influence of opinion; 

and this opinion being moulded, not b~' any 

general system of education calculated to conduce, 

with slight modifications, according to the struc­

ture of individual minds, to one great homog,>neous 

result; but being the effect of a "ariety of inBu­

enees acting partially upon society, its operation 

has, of course, been as partial as their application. 



TilE GOLD COAST. 51 

\Ye accordingly find the most incongruous ano­

malies in the general aspect of society; and not 

only in general society, but, according to our 

views of consistent keeping in character, the 

strangest inconsistencies in the same individual. 

This is to be accounted for by his accidental 

training for his particular occupation, and the 

opportunities which he has had of associating- with 

and ob,enmg the condu~t of men more ci"ilized 
than himself. Having called into action particular 

qualities of the mind, and drawn his attention to a 

special round of duties, particular faculties have 

been improved and certain observances respected, 
while other mental qualities have remained 

perfectly fallow, and other duties, equally impor­

tant, have been disregarded, as th,'y were not called 

into operation, and did not fall within the range of 

his absen·ntion. 

'Ye ha,'c thus a root of barbarism with a branch 
of ci,;lization; the crab and the apple growing 

sirl. by sirle, upon the same tree, and in propor­

tions varying with the opportunities and inclination 
to reeeh'e pew grafts. If the latter were as general 

as the former, admncement would be much more 

rapirl; but nothing but a personal experience of 
self-intere,t appears to ha"e an)· influence in 
moulding the will to srck volunt;nil), a change of 

condition. TIle pleasure of doing nothing has 
D 2 
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such a narcotic influence upon the human faculties, 

that the more it is indulged in, the more im'e!e­

rately lli it cherished, until the whole man is steeped 

in such a lethargic stupor that it is next to impos­

sible to rouse him. Where the bounty of Pro,·i­

dencc supplies the actual wants of life almost 

without the necessity of labour, :md where, more­

over, the climate has an enervating influence upon 

the human frame, this luxurious dream of listless 

inactil'ity appears to become the chief pleasure of 

existence. For this reason, the allurements to 

exertion require to be kept continually pre,."ing 

upon them, and the senses to 1>0. constantly stimu­

lated by new and powerful in· ·ntives. From tbis 

cause it is, that we find so mu, h indifference, and 

even dislike to engage in occasional occupations, 

which would appear to us, li'om the remuneration 

given, to hold out considerable inducements; but 

he fact is, this occupation not being continuous, and 

heir condition not being permanently affected by it, 

their ordinary wan Is. moreover, not rendering it ne­

cessary for their suppl)" the temporary benl'fit is not 

considered worth the exertion required to obtain it. 
• 

To rouse the energie. of any people long buried 

in sloth, there must be an adequate inducement in 

the immediate and permanent amelioration of their 

condition, and this inducement must come home 

in a tangililc form to the gcul'ral body. The least 
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attention to the course of social FrogTe~S in this 

countn', and not in this country alone, but in . , 

every oth"r country, attests this truth. But for 

the f"ur of punishment, which would entail upon 

the perpetrator of an injustice a greater injury than 

tbc possible ad"antage which he migbt obtain from 

its commission, tbe natives of the Gold Coast 

would ba"e continued to hunt, persecute, and worry 

each lither until this vcry hour. No abstract love , 
• 

of justice, no feelings of compassion, were capable 

of exercising any restraint. The personal conse­

quences of criminality alone had the power to 

enforce anything like an obscJ'\'ance of justice, and 

the incessant disregard el'en of this restraint, at 

the t'ommencement, is a sufficient proof that the 
golden rul" of doing to others as lYe would that 

till'), ~l1ould do unto us, is not one of natural growth, 

The first step, then, was pure compulsion; but 

it was the introduction of the fine point of the 

wedge, II hich communicated an aptitude for its 

deeper insertion, and which did not leal'e the whole 

work to be done by the force of external applica­

tion. The advantag"s of a purer administration 
of justice soon became apparent to society. It was 
N'n that its practice wa, not merely a n<>gatil'e 

goorl, rcli,>ving men from the consequences of 
di,oberlience; but that a positive bei1cfit to the 

public flowed from it. This benefit once cxpe-
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rienced became indispensable, and notwithstanding 

the interested opposition of indi,~uuals, infuSt',1 such 

a general spirit, not of acquiescence only, but of 

cagerness to sl'cure an(render it pl'rmanl'nt, that 

what had at first been introduced bl furn', was 
• 

cherished from choice and maintained from motives 

of self.intere.!' Here was the first pliable adapta­

tion of the cleft to the wedge, which prt'pal'ffi the 

'my for a more extensive opening upon the next 

application of pressure from without; and ." this 

first step, the obsen'ance of justice nOli cnn><'quent 

order and h'anquillity, was binCing on nil, its 

influence was general, and i tfeeb naturnlly 

exhibited in the diffusion of a oro humane spirit 

throughout every class of soci .' 

This, howel'cr, is the onl) improvement of 

uni"ersal application. \\'hatc'er other changes 

ha,'c been wrought have bC'cn partial, and in exact 

proportion in their nature and extent to the means 

cmployed for their development. The n,,-~t most 

( general benefit was the result of the protL'l;tion and 

, security now enjoYl'd by all, which gal'c ompl. 

scope for commerl'ial ellterpris.. It consist",1 in a 

more extcnsi,'" diffusion of wealth, increas"d liberty 
• 

in proportion to this wealth, and an ambition, among 

thost' who had been most successful, to assume the 

habits and acquire the tastc's of civilized life. 

The mc'asure of success attending eoter-
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are scarcely regarded in a derogatory point of 

,·iew. Lying, prevarication, low cunning, breach 

of engagements, and trick and artifice of e .. ery 

deccription, are with them legitimate weapons in 

the battlc of life. Intemperance, excess, lewdness, 

strifes, abusi,·cness, and malice predominate in the 

general character; and all these vicious practices 

only gire way in proportion to the experience of 

their injurious effects up~m thei.r interest. 

This ought to excite no astonishment in the 

mind of the candid and rational obseryer, neither 

can it for a moment be accepted as an argument 

in favour of any constitutional inferiority of race, 

as it is as natural a result of the tendency of the 
• 

human mind, under the influences of the circum­

<tances which have affected their condition, as 
that "the earth brin!!cth forth fruit of herself; , 

first the blade, then the ear, after that the full 

corn in the ear. " 

The degeneracy of a people is no doubt more 

or less affected bv the circumstances of their 
• 

condition. It attaches equally to their moral and 
physical nature; and we will not deny but that 

the African may, through ages of progrcssl\·e 
det<·rioration, hO\·c acquired a deeper moral taint 

than other races more favourably circumstanced . 
• 

The indi'crt"tion of a parent entails a constitutional 

taint upon his ofl"spring to the third and fourth 

D 3 
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generations. \Ve arc not sufficiently acquainted 

with physiology to know whether the converse of 

this holds true, but we should think so-namely, 

that a careful attention to regimen, and an 
abstinence from predisposing causes, will, in the 

course of the same number of generations, eradi­
cate this taint. If this be the case in the physical, 

it will also hold good in the moral world; the 

difficulty of reIDm'al always being in proportion 

to the duration of the disease before it attempted 

remedy. From this it wuuld follow, that by 

~uitable training, good laws nnd Dn enlightened 

Christian education, the most dt:gradetl of the 

African tribes may, in the cou: of some genera­

tions, attain an equality of tandard with any 
other race of men whate,'er. 

'When we mention the low moral standard, 

then, of the mass of the Gold Coast population. 
we by no means do so as a reproach to them, 

nor can we consider it as such: the reproach is 
with those who have traded in their vicrs and 

made a profit of them, 

The philanthropic exertions of England in 
behalf of Africa have, it is true, of latc vears, 

• 

bccn attested by sacrifices which lca\"(' no doubt 

of their sincerity; but we cannot avoid remarking 

that these exertions have been much more COD­

spicuous for their zeal, than for their wisdom. 
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interest taken- by Sir Charles M'Carthy in the 

improvement of the country induced him to gi'-c 

his particular patronage to the school, and attracted 

to it for a short time a momentary success;· but 

the fI'ents which followed put all such thoughts 

from men's minds. 

~ Aft!'r the treaty of peace "ith Ashantee had bren 

concluded, the government, which had de,'oked 

upon the merchants again, took no interest in the 

education of the people; but the mC'lDs at their 

dispo,n] were altogether so limit<:d, that the system 

of instruction pursued was only calculated to imparl 

" vcry moderate degree of knowledge_ Reading. 

writing, and arithmetic, with 1 very imperfect 

acquaintance with the principles of the Christian 

rdigion, constituted the full extrnt of the school 

education. It enabled young men to kerp me­

moranda, copy papers and accounts, to superintend 

the discharging of cargo from vessels, oversee out­

of-door work, and such simple employments; but 

it did not qunlify them for conducting a merchant's 

.. Sir Charlc-;l persuaded the principal chiefs to send ODE:: 

of their ~on~ to the ~chool at Cape Coa'tt. Thi~ measure 

has, in one or two instances. produced esctUcnt resultJJI 

e~peC'ial1y at Dllminassie, where the education thus giVeD 
to the son of the chief, Amis88h. became instrumental iu 

preparing the pcol)ie of that "iUage for the introduction of 

the Goopcl. 
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busin(',s; although, by attention on the part of an 

employ('r, who gayc himself the trouble to dcvotr 

a little pains to the subject, and by diligence and 

docility on the part of the young men, seycral ac­

quired a sufficient knowledge of book-keeping to 

become, at first, factors and clerks to the mer­

chant ; and, finally, to carryon business on their 

own account. The prejudices entertained against 

education, at first limited the scholars to the , 

children of persons in the employment of the 

gOY rnmrnt; some of whom had the penetration 

to forc,ee its prospectil'e adl'antages, while others 

considered that by sending their children to school, 

they were conferring an obligation upon, and 

would therefore enjoy, in a higher degree, the 
favour of their employers, An education of this 

description, howel'er, was not calculated to ha,'e 

any vcry important influence upon the life of the 

indil·idual. By cleyating his position, enlarging 

his ideas, exciting his ambition, and placing upon 

the r",ult of his actions a more important stake, 

affecting permanently his intercst, he certainly 

acquired a superior degree of rectitude of conduct; 
but a', generally 'peaking, he was guided by what 

appcm'ed most advantageous for his temporal ad­
yaoeement, it partook of all the imperfections of 
his in,iiyidual judgment, and was the semblance 

rather than the reality of probity, It was not 
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until 1835 that any attl'mpt was made to introduce 

Christianity among the natives of the Gold Coast. 

The sound of the Gospel had seldom echoed be­

yond toe walls of the castle, and e,'en within this 

circumscrihed limit it was confined to a formal 

repetition of church sen-ices, and an occasional 

discourse, delivered in a tongue not generally 

intelligibl., and without an interpreter. To have 

expected much fruit from such a system of cul­

ture would hO\'e been contrary to all e"perience. In 

the minds of a few, the truths of Christianity left a 

salutary impression, and createcl a desire for greater 

enlightenment; but with the generality, c,'en of such 

as had the opportunity, they h J cntercel the cars 

without awakening the sense Or touching the 

heart, and were incapable of uprooting the fl>elings 

of superstition which were naturally engendered 

by constant intercourse with friends and rclations 

given to the practice of idolatry. The moral dark­

ness of the people was consequently almost uni­

versal, wlwn the attention of the \Veslevan Society 
• • 

was attraded to this part of the wodel. Their 

?-, v first missionary arrived here in 1835, and since 

then the .. ""rtions of this Christian society have been 

unremitting, and attend,'d with results which, with 

n glance at the general effect of the other amelio­

rating influcnces which have heen mentioned, will 
vcry appropriately close this branch of our subject. 
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refer, the knowledge of the English langua~e was 

confined to a broken conversational dialect, also in 

wry limited use, and only adapted to the most 

ordinary interchange of ideas, and the common 

traffic of life. Even within this small compass, 

it was often inadequate, without the assistance of 

intelligible acts, and significant pantomime, which 

could have no place in the interpretation of the 

doctrines of the Christian religion. The school 

at Cape Coast Castle, it is true, had scnt forth, at 

different times, a few young men ncquainteri with 

the ordinary branches of a school education, nnd 

versed in some degree in the familiar, alt hough by 
no means grammatical, usc the English lan­

guage; but it is a remarkaulu fact, that, with 

some rare exceptions, the gencrality of these, for 

want of any adequate cmployment, or from habits 

of a low and debasing nature, sank to til!' lewl of 

the uninstructed nati"es, and lost, in a great 
mL-nsure, eyen the traces of their earh euucntion . 

• 
The exceptions to this unworthy fate, were such as 

had been taken from the school into some of the 

government offices, or into the cmplo) mcnt of 

such of thc merchants .. required the sen'iccs of 
a clerk or factor. 

In those times, howCI"er, the whole trade of the 
coast was ,"cry insignificant, and confined to so 

• 
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fe .. ', that there was but little room for employment 

from this source, Limited therefore as was the 

supply, both in quality and quantity, of educated 

natil'e talent, it was nevertheless greater than the 

demand; for to serve the purposes of petty 

trafficking, to which a system of credit had giwn 

rise, the knowledge of reading and writing and 

figurcs, un associated with any higher degree of 

moral rectitude, was very justly considered, in many 

instances, a disqualification. The rarity of this 

knowledge had a tendency to excite, in the minds 

of those who had obtained it, an exaggerated idea 

of their superiority oyer others. With all the 

sclf-sufficienr·y of ignorance, they conccil'Cd that 
thev had surmounted the barrier which (lil~dcd 

• 

the unin,tructed African from the enlightened 

European; that their education, which was little 

mon than mechanical, and their assumption, 

in part, of the habits and the dress of thc white 

man, "b'ated them at once into something of an 

equality of position; that these ad"entitious cir­

cumstancl'S alone constituted the chief essentials 

in the formation of a ci"ilizcd being, and that 
nothing dsc was necessary to acquire the distinc­

tiv" chameleristic of what they emphatically term 
U a white man," than the possession of cl'rtain 
external ach'untages, which tbe), had been in the 

habit of sel'ing the Europeans enjoying. They 



• 
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views respecting their acquirements entertained by 

others, was most injurious to the cause of ci,·iliza­

tion. These errors were a prolific source of un­

principled extravagance, dishonourable artifice, idle 

indulgence, and grip>ous disappointment on the 

part of the one; and of misplaced confidence, 

fruitl"s> labours, duped credulity, and a consequent 

distaste for an)ihing "ith the garb of ci,'ilization 

being introduced among the people, on the part of 

the other. 
• 

On this account it was, that a school education 

was accounted a disqualification. It fostered ideas 

of expense aboye tbeir means, induced them to 

seck the gratification of tbeir tastes, regardless of 

the cunsequences, enabled them to minister to 
thei,' wants by the credulous simplicity of the 

ignorant, and ended by inyoh~ng their relations in 

d ht anu bondage. It was no wonder, then, that 

the general bod) of tbe Africans, who had been 
• • "atchlDg the result of what they had r('ason to 

consider an European education, should, with such 

pregnant examples before their eyes, come to the 

conclusion, that" the school was a very good thing 

for "hite men, but not for black." Even in tbis 
vcry form of ex pre sian, we have an admi sian of 

the ad"antages of education, at the same time 
that its fruits, as exhibited among th('ir o\\"n 

countr) men, seemed to bear them out in this 

• 
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opinion, that it was not adapted for them; and if 
we add to the effect of this unfortunate result in 

influencing the public mind, the natural disinclina­

tion of a people to change the practice of their 
fathers, we shall be able to form some estimate of 

the opposition which the first missionaries had to 
encounter. 

Their difficulties would have even been much 

greate,· than they were, except for the assistance 

which they received in expounding tbe Scriptures 
through the medium of some of those nati,·es 
who had recei,oed their education in the castk 

These interpreters being alr ady formed to their 
hand, gave an ad..antage of at least ten wars 

labou,·; and thus the school, inefficiently and irre­
gularl)' as it had been conducted, ne,oerlh.less 

produced a few young men, who became most 

useful pioneers in the missionary cause, and 
supplied the place of school t""chers, until such 

• 
time as they were able to employ youth of their 
own rearing. The pay gi.en by the missionaries 

to the young men whom they emplo)·cd as 

teachers, being fuUy equal to that given by the 
merchants, and a greater number of them being 

required for this sen~ce, the missionary employ­

ment became an object of ambition with many, 
as much, we arc afraid, in many instances, for the 

• 

sake of the loaves and fishes, as from a sincere and 
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earnest dcsire to promote the cause of Christianity. 

Thb inducement drew a number of the best 

educated natives within the pale of the society; 

while the building of chapels, and other necessary 

works contingent npon the introduction of new 

and large establishments into the country, gave 

employment to a numerous staff of masons, 

carpenters and labourers, who, in like manner, 

",,-lIed the ranks of the Christian community. 

It would be uncharitable to suppose this con­

version only apparent, or to assign it, even in a 

great measure, to mercenary and selfish moti,'es; 

but the historian of such a mOI'ement must not 

lose sight of the tendencies of human nature; and 
when he finds these conducing to a result in many 
cxtl'rnal respects analogous to the effect of religion, 

upun the life anrl conduct of men, he must im­

l',trtially lay bare all the causes which appear to 

hal'e operated in bringing about this end, as well 

as the effects produced by the removal of these 

cau"'s and the substitution of nelV moti,'cs for 
l'xl'rtion. \Yhilc the bait of employment then 

attrac\!'d numbers to the \Yesleyan Chapds, the 
promulgation of doctrines so new and unexpected 

moused their attention, and led to speculation of 

n "ery mixed an.l ill-defined character, partaking 
naturally of the pl'culiarities inseparable f!'Olll their 

social position, and the superstitious id,'as and 
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ouserrances to which tbe generality of thorn had 

been accustomed. Little habituated to contemplate 

the operations of the mind, and to deduce rules of 

action from attention to them; regardless also of 

the heart as a spring, from which flow tbe issues 

of life, they were more intent on disco,·ering some­

thing in the new doctrine which would improYe 

their temporal condition, than on probing the 

weaknesses of their nature, with the riew of 

reformation and amendment. 

The material world had, as yet at least, a far 

stronger hold upon their affectious than the 

spiritual, and all their notions of ad,·antage to be 

derived from the introduction of Christianity were 

coloured uy this prevailing tint . Texts of Scripture 

that seemod to bear some reference to the peculiar 

situation of individuals were w:rested to suit their 

views, and to minister to their inclinations and 

wants. To the slaw, oppressed perhaps by the 

severity of a rigid task-master, tbe announcement 

that all men were equal before God, carried with 

it a belief that his temporal bonds were dissolYCd, 

and that he should no longer be bubjected to 

labour; to woman, hitherto the drunge of man, 

living in the outskirts of his atfection, and sbaring 

with man, riyals a cold and divided attrntion, the 
• 

command" to loyo, to comfort, to honour, and to 

keep her in sickness and in health, and fur.aking 
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all others, to keep only to her," must have opened 

up a \;sion of bliss for which the wildest freaks of 

her imagination had never prepared her; to the 

African, generally the object of supercilious scorn, 

of mocking irony, or of haughty indiffcrence to 

the self-sufficient European, it must hal'e been 

some satisfaction to learn tbat Christianity pre­

sent·d a neutral ground, upon which both races, 

laying aside the prejudices of birth, might harmo­

niousl) unite in one common brotherhood. These 

were advantages palpable to all, if they could only 

be n·alizerl, and the easy credulity of the ignorant 

unhesitatingly believed this to be extremely possible. 

Much misconception was the consequence of 

thus rdcrring the promises of Scripture to 

temporal affairs. Instead of drawing from them 

lessons of duty and correcti,'es against the eril 

pa>,ions and appetites of human nature, they 

looked upon them as intended to subvert at once 

the whole established order of societ\', and to 
• 

compel men, by the irresistible f,)rce of a stern 

necessit\', to rrlease them from all inconn'nicnces 
• 

attached to their position, without waiting for the 

influences of a great moral agency to com;nce 

the understanding, enlighten the judgment, purify 

the heart. and bring forth the fruits consequent 

upon this change. 

These erroneous impressions aroused a spirit of 

• 
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strict, and expulsion from the ranks of the society 

consequent upon any known and glaring breach 

of the moral duties; the supervision, moreover, 

which they habitually exercise oyer the indi­

vidual members being narrow, jealous, and in­

quisitive, a strong obligation rests upon them to 

conform to the rules of a Christian life, This 

obligation became more imperative, when ex­

pulsion from the society carried with it depri­

vation of office, and forreiture of the pecuniary 

benefits which they were enjoying, Owing to 

this watchfulness, and the consequences to their 

temporal interests of any deviation from the 

prescribed duties required of them, the Christian 

community bore outwardly, at least, all the marks 

of sincerity of profession, 

\Yhcre the result is satisfacton', it is not for 
• 

man, perhaps, tu pry too curiously into the secret 

moti ""s of the heart, and to lay bare springs of 

action unknown to, at least unacknowledged by, 

the agents them dves; but where circumstances 

indicate the presence of other and contrary prin­

ciplrs, we are constrained to believe that mau) 

of the cooyerts were either labouring under a 

hypocritical uelusion, or that the ii'ailt) of human 

nature exhibitc!l itsdf with an unifOl'mill of , 

weakn"" truly humiliating ,md deplorable. This 

seycrity uf expressiun, little consistent "ith the , 

"OL. II. E 



74 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON 

feelings of good-will and charity with which we 
are inclined to view every indication of progress 

in the country, is rendered necessary by the fact, 
that a neglect of Christian duties has almost 
in\'ariably attended worldly advancement, and 3 

return to lewd and immoral practices has as con­
stantly followed dismissal from, or relinquishment 

of, the missionary employment. 

Thc profits of trade, which of late years ~as 
receil·ed an extraordinary development, as much 

from the progress of education, as from tbe 

increased security deri"ed from a more extensive 
dissemination of justice, held out such induce­
ments to the best instructed natiYes, that the 

service of the missionary soci y, as a source 

of emolument, became altogether secondary. The 
fl\cility with which credit could be obtained, placed 
this advantage within the reach of every person 
of moderate acquirements and of respectable cha­

racter, and the consequence was that one by 
one, the most "a1uable servants of the society 

were enticed into mercantile employments, in the 
prosecution of which they lost that moral recti­

tude and pious deportment which had appeared 
to characterise their previous conduct. 

So general was this course, that it almost 85-

,umed the form of a regular system. First, 0 

",.,on of quiet painstaking in the service of the 
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missionaries, marked by a scrupulous, sometimes 

el'en an ostentatious observance of their religious 

duties; then an ambitious- longing to become 

traders, with the command of property in their 
hands; afterwards dissatisfaction with the amount 

of their salaries, and a grumble for more pay; 
and finally, the abandonment of the service, and 

most generally at the same time an abandon--ment of the virtuous principles which hitherto 

had been supposed, at least, to have been 

the guide of their lives. Such a result we 

acknowledge to be perfectly compatible with 

sincerity. It is only too common an OCCUITence 

fur man, when he omits to cherish incessantly 
the virtues which adorn the Christian character; 
and no one who has paid any attention to the 
d,·ceitfulnc. s of his own heart, will hazard the 

uncharitable opinion, that the former life of such 

men was either hypocritical or immoral. At the 
same time, we cannot shut our eyes to the fact, 

that there are only a very few exceptions to a 

general relapse into immorality, when moti"es of 
personal interest no longer bound the members 
to attention to their system of discipline. 

There arc exceptions, however, anrl highly 
honourable one ; some among the best-educated 
lass,'s of the society, and morc-to their great 

honour be it said-among humble artizans and 
E 2 
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workmen, who know neither how to read nor write. 
It is lamentable, however, to have to state, that 

many of "the best-educated and most intelligent 

men, who, some years ago, were most distin­
guished for zeal for Christianity, and who occu­
pied the first rank among the office-bearers of 

the society, are now living without its pale, 

while the offices are filled by an inferior class. 
But the loss of membership by no means implies 

a return to idolatrous practices. 'Vith some of 
the most ignorant, whose comprehension of the 
object of Christianity had nevtr been very defi. 

nite, and whose worship, although addressed to 
the true God, was still tinctured more by the 

spilit of superstition than of a rational faith, 

this relapse was not uncommon; but the more 
{·nlightened backsliders could not even lay hold 

of this miserable refuge from the upbraidings of 
conscience. Their convictions had been too 
strong, and their experience of the peaceable 

fruits of a life consistent with those convictions 
so agreeable, that its remembrance haunted their 

minds, poisoning their joys, and driving them to 
seck for its oblivion in excitements of a sinful 

anel debasing character. Others of them, with. 

out sinking to this degradation, retaining a re­

morseful consciousness of their fall, and halting 
",ith .U the misery of indecision between a return 
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to duty, and the pleasures of sinful indulgence, 

continued to frequent the chapels, and to turn 

such looks of lingering regret upon the position 

which they had fOlfeited, as we may suppose our 

first parents to have turned to the Garden of Eden 

after their expulsion. 

Humiliating as this exposition of the progress 

of Christianity undoubterlly is, it will occasion nu 

surprise to the observant student of human natUT<'. 
• 

He will remember by what slow degrees a just 

conception of the pure precepts of the Gospel, "' 

a guide of life, dawned upon the earliest converts; 
how, c\"en among the Apostles themsell-es, it was 

founel necessary to prevent misconstruction, and tu 
warn them against grafting them upon, and making 

them subscrvient to, the ideas and practices of the 

,tat(' of' society, and the religious observances to 

whirh they had been accustomed; how much 

rliffieultl' the carl\, churches of Asia found in - . 
making a complete ,eparation between their ancient 

idolatr~ and their new faith; what necessity there 

was for an unremitting supervision by faithful and 
zealous teachers; and with what a fatal facility 

the)' relapsed into lukewarmness and idolatry, 
when this supen;sion slackened or was removed. 

He will bear in mind the number of centuries 
through which the churches of Europe presented 

nothing h(,tter than a gross super.tition, occupied 
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will continue to be as far, at least, as we may 
judge from past experience the result of a long 
series of years of gradual progress necessary for 
the development of the reflective powers of the 
mind. Individual and sudden conversions no 
doubt take place, and in many instances they may 
be followed by a consist~nt life; but it "ppears to 
us that these will occur much more rarely among 
rude and illiterate men than among an edu-

• 
cated peoplc, with whom the seeds of religion, 
long dormant in the heart, and scarcely known 
to exist at all, will often be quickened into vitality 
by sudden and unexpected interpositions of Provi­
dence. 

It would be presumptuous to think of assigning 
limits for the operations of the Spirit, or of 
prescribing the manner in which they may he 
manifested. The truth, which may have escaped 
the penetration of the philosopher, bas oftentimes 
dawned upon the mind of the clown. Judging, 
however, from the history of the past, we concei,e 
that we are borne out in the opinion that, where 
the knowledge of letters is limited to a few, and 
where, consequently, the diffusion of knowledge is 
far from general, the ideas of tbe masses respecting 
Christianity will be vague and erroneous, their 
religious observances will be tinged with supcr­
,titian, and more attention ,,~ll be paid to the form 
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instruction which had engaged their attention, but 

with sufficient knowledge to enable them, when 

increasing years have brought reflection, to improve 

and turn to advantage the benefits which they 

ha,'c enjoyed. The causes of this great imper­

fection in their education are various. Unac­

quainted with the colloquial use of the English 

language, when they enter the school, associating 

with companions equally ignorant, and hearing 

nothing spoken in their families but their native 

tongue, a knowledge of the sou nels which certain 

formations of the letters of the alphabet represent, 

without assigning to them any meaning, is all the 

extent of their information. The Eoglish mis­

sionary, in like mannrr, ignorant of the natin' 

language, is unable to explain in a manner intel­

ligiblt' to the scholars the meaning of words anel 

scntt'nces, anel is obliged to leave the ,'ery impor­

tant task of tuition to native teachers, themselves 

often imperfectly acquainted with the English 

language, ancl still more ignorant of the "cry 

difficult art of teaching. 

Thl' consequence is, that it is not unusual to 

mt'rt with larls, who h,,·o been at the schools, who 

will nwl fluently a difficult passage of English, 

an,1 who arc mastrrs of penmanship, who, at the 

,arne tim!', will nnt comprehend the meaning of 

the 1l10,t ordinary question that ma)· he askt-d of 

E 3 
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them, and will be unable to give an answer in 

English when it is explained. The difference be­
tween these lads, and others of a similar age, who 

have been brought up in the domestic sen-ice of a 

person who is in the habit of speaking English, is 
very marked. The latter has no hesitation, and 

readily com prebends whatever may be said. He 

may be sometimes seen interpreting to his master 

a communication from the scholar of several years 

standing, who has not yet learned how to make 

himself intelligible; nay, we belie,-e that he has 

been known to dictate a letttr for the other to 

write, who mechanically does bU, \\llhout knowing 

the meaning of its contents. 

These youths have to complete their education, 

at best very defective, by seekinJr the employment 

of Europeans, and others with whom the English 

language is in constant and familiar use. Here 

they learn practically the application of the words, 

the sound of which had been long familiar to 

them; and, in a short time, tucy acquire such 

an enlargement of comprehension, as enables them 

to understand what they read, and to explain it to 

olhers. There are, doubtless, some who have not 

to go through this im'l'rted process of instruction: 

these are the children of parents who speak 

Engli'h, and who arc brought up with a know­

led3e of English and Fantl'" simultaneously. They 
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haye a great advantage OVfr the others, and do 

not require to wait till they leave school for the 

comprehension of the meaning of what they have 

been learning. These carry away with them the 

knowledge of a few facts, with an aptitude of more 

readily adding to their number, by a practical 

acquaintance with the business of life, and in­

tercourse with persons of superior intelligence. 

Another cause of their imperfect education, is the 

want of any moral supfrvision and prudent control 

out of school-hours, to which may be added irre­

gularity of attendance and a too early departure 

from school, both consequences of the ignorance 

of parents, and of their impatient baste to see 

their children in a position to assist them-an 

object generally effectually defeated by this very 
• • Impatience. 

\Yc would also "~th some diffidence advance 

the opinion, that the course of instruction giyen 

is too exclush'ely of a religious character. \Yhile 

we acknowledge the propriety of religion forming 

the basis of e"ery system of education, intended 

for the moral and social admnccmcnt of a peoplf, 

more ,·spt'cially in a countl'y where Pagan idolah'} 

pre"ails, it is, ne"crthele'" a well-established fact, 

that an undivided attention to any particular clas. 

of ideas tends to cramp the intdkctual faculties, 

and to limit tnnt generous expansiun of the mind 
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which is so essential even to a true relish and an 
exalted appreciation of the sublime truths of the 
Gospel. 

Another peculiarity is very observable with 
regard to these youths after they leave schoo!. 
One would be inclined to suppose, that the ranks 
of the society would be constantly recruited by 
numbers of those with whom so much pains had 
been taken to bestow upon them a n·ligious educa­
tion; but so far is this from being the case, that 
tho members who can neither read nor write, 
greatly exceed those who have been taught to 
no both. And it is rare for a t,d leaving the 
:,chool, to obsene such a correct deportment as 
will admit him to the honour of membership. It 
is scarcely doubtful whether this should not be 
attributed to the rigid sewrity of their discipline. 
A gloomy and moro<e austerity seems to pervade 
their ministrations. Lugubrious pictures of man's 

wretchedness are continually set before tbeir imagi­
nations. The sinfulness of youthfullevit)", and of 
I he gay frivolities which have so man)" attractions 
t;lr the young, meets with the sternest reprobation. 

The Christian's pilgrimage appear>; to them a 
continued series of dark con8icts, of harsh morti­
fications, of fiery t,·ials. and of dismal horrors. 
Thc world is representcd as a vale of tears, where 
wl'l'lched man wanders "bout • vile outcast, until 
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he sinks with weeping and sorrow into the grave." 

These pictures haye no doubt a brighter side; 

but such is the predominant character of their 

harangues. Their rules of discipline enforce fre­

quent services, a strict and inquisitorin.! scrutiny, 

not only into the life, but into the thoughts of the 

heart, a staid solemnity of deportment, an open 

exposure of error, and a contumelious dismissn.! 

from their community of eyery frail member. 

Howeyer true such representations of man's 

character may be, and however efficient such a 

system of discipline for separating the chaff from 

the wheat, they certainly do not seem best calcu­

lated for enticing the young and the giddy within 
the fold. They would be more in place among a 

nation of Christians, who were relapsing into luke­
warmne,s; or where men, satiated witb the vain 

caT" and pleasures of the world, longed for a 

higher degree of spiritual life than could be 

enjoyed, amidst intercourse with the worldly. 

They would serve admirably the purpose, where 

they werc sought in true singleness of heart, for 

* It i~ not meant to assert, that the calm jar: of a 
rhri~tian life do not equally form the suhject of these 

di~course~: but the~e are only understood by the confirmed 
ChriHiam:, while to the gencml body Chri~tianity appears a 

gloomy amI self.den)ing struggle, which is {ore,·er to plact:: 

a gril:Yoll'!:' rc~triction upon human enjoymt:'nt. 
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gleaning the pure from the 
haven to the humble P«'R-~ , 
atorma of the world, IIIIIi ,rnjjI .. .,... 

petby of kiDd~ spirits an outlet lDr tba ..... 
and emotioDS of his heart. But ...... 
African, impatient of restraint, aod tit ... 
the cup of enjoyment wbicb the ~..­
of youth seelDB to present to -. ....... 
pictures and 8Ueb austere m1 

• _ 118 ..... 

purpose than to hWi y him .. fiIr • 6uaa 
a missionary; and only wiHII .. 

or surfeited with will be ~ 
the instruction of his boyhood, "'1'IiIf 
in religion. 

We cannot avoid thinking tIJIt ... .,. 

less awful pictwts of lilt, mi&b* .... tile 
eft'ect of drawing many 0.l1li to • •• 
the outset; snd when th_ .., ....... 
without any violation of IndIt, i& 11 tit .. 

that so many should • witIIWiI "-
the IIIIIi ......... 

of the daRe. of • ~ 
An e10queat IDd hi I' il 'n. ia 
the efFacemaa& of all diJeiDaIba 
snd B_. IIIIIi mU Ii ... 
the aoilth .. operatioa 

h. .. ....... 
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not hal'e been found a less efficient agent." It 
would, perhaps, have been nearer the truth to haye 

said, that the national mind of England, at the 
time referred to, was not in a condition to adopt a 
purer form of religion; for religion, in its purity, 
will always produce proportionate effects upon 
society, Christianity is undoubtedly suited to man 

in e,'ery stage of his advancement; but its practical 
effects upon the life will not be exhibited in the 
utmost purity where moral degradation has long 

existed, except among a few rare individuals, 
who e hearts have been softened by a Divine 
influence, With the bulk of a people living in 
"the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life," without a course of previous 
training, the wrench is too sudden from all their 
traditionary and imm('morial customs, and from 
all their darling \;cc· and instinctive habits of 
life, to the pure morality of the Gospel. 

Our Sayiour's answer to a question put by the 
Pharisees, would seem to indicate that the heart of 
man requi,'cd this previous preparation: "Moses, 
h,'cause of the hardness of your hearts, suffered 
you to put away your wives;" and the whole of 
the :Mosaie dispensation, as well as the very 
gradual and progrc"iYe advancement of Christian 
principles, into what are now the countries of 
Europe mnst distingui,hcd for pure Christianity, 
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clearly demonstrate that a long course of years 

is necessary to mould the mind of a nation for 

its reception. During these years, there will be 
much error and misconception in the minds of 

men, there will be many bright examples of 

Christian rectitude, and still more mournful in­
stances of human frailty and inconsistency; but 

truth will finally be written upon the hearts of 

all, as with a sunbeam, and to mankind raised by 

its force to the highest degree of moral elevation, 

strength will be accorded to act cuDsisteritiy with 

its dictates. 

Entertaining the opinions which we have here 

expressed, we do not think , dl a rigid system 

of discipline as the \Veslpyalh practise, altogether 

best adapted to ensure great r sults. ,,"' e by DO 

means ad,'ocate the admi"ion of immoral cha­

racters to the full benefits of Christian communion; 

nor do we blame the missionarit·s for striving
1 

with a watchful jealousy, to keep their Hocks un­

tainted from the vices prevalent in society, and 

for weeding them as they see occasion; but it 

is necessary that some means should be adopted 

to prevent the youths, who arc daily coming out 

from their schools, from gi"illg themselves up 

to an atheistical "agahondisrn, nl'ilher deterr.,d 

from viciolls courses by the s"perstitious fcar's-s­
",hieh arc still a check lIpon their pagan coun-
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try men-nor incited to higher moral attainments 

by some link connecting them with a Christian 

community. It were well also, that there were 

some Christian refuge provided for erring members, 

\\"hcr~ they might hide the shame attached to 

their expulsion, without losing sight of the duties 

of rdigion altogether. If the rules of this Church 

will not allow it to make some provision of this 

description, another shepherd is necessary to 

gather these stray sheep into a Christian fold, 

where admission to the sympathy of erring sinners 

like themsclws, and to the benevolent ministra­

tions of a Christian teacher, might lead them back 
from error without suffering the deep humiliation, 

often too painful fur a sensitive mind, of re-ap­
pearing at wOT5hip in a church where they had 
lost caste and reputatiun. 

Fc\\' of the Christians of England of the 

thirtctnth and fourteenth centuries would stand, we 

fear, thc test of admission to chnrch membership 

with the \Yesleyans of the prescnt day; and yet it 
is to the men of those times, and to the influence 

of religion upon their hearts, that the historian 
has ascribed such a mighty moral and social 

revolutiun. May we not then confidently look 
for similar rc,ults from like causes in this country? 

and ought not this consideration to make us 

careful not to dr;,'e back to paganism and infi-
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delity, men in whose hearts the seeds of religion 

have been once sown, although they may be 
choked for a time, as much by the cares and 

pleasures of the world, as by the barren unfruit­

fulness of the soil? 
Having now adverted to the obstacles which 

opposed the introduction of Christianity, to some 

of the most unpromising features which marked 

its progress, and to what we may bave erroneously 

conceived to be the defects of tbe sy tem pursued, 

we will proceed to direct attention to results of a 
more cheering character. It has been observed 

above, that many of the most intelligent Christians 

who first joined the society wer.' now living without 

its pale. This remark we would be understood 

tQ refer to such as had withdrawn from the 

missionary employment, seduced by tbe greater 

temporal benefits which trade beld out to them. 

There still remain, however, in its ranks and em­

ployment, a few who have acted with Christian 

consistency throughout, who, owing to the care 

taken to qualify them for rendering efficient 

assistance in extending a knowledge of the Gospel, 

have arrived at higher theological attainments than 

any of those who have made shipwreck of their 

laith. 

While trade beld out to the latter prospects of 

greater emolument than they found it possible to 
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resist, the for~er chose the better part, and, wisely 

contenting themselves with such salaries as their 

services to the society should appear to merit, have 

risen, step by step, to a high degree of usefulness, 

and to an honourable place of moderate compe­

knee. These men owe their education almost 

entirely to the society. Adopted by it soon after 

the arrival of the first missionaries in the country, 

and set apart for its service, the greater part of 

them wrre educated at an institution formed at 

Accra, chief! y with the view of preparing them for 

the ministry. Some of those students ha\"e made 

an ill-requital for the care and money expended 

upun them. Unable to withstand the trading 

mania, they ungratefully turned their backs upon 

their henefaetors soon after the completion of their 

educatiun. But some remained faithful, and are 

now, as assistant preachers, actively engaged in 

propagating the Gospel, giving fair promise, highly 

gratitiing to the lover of his specics, that \Y e,t{'TIl 

Africa will, at no distant period, supply a native 

band of soldiers of the Cross, qualified, in e,"ery 

respect, to carry its consecrated standard into the 

most distant and darkest abodes of heathen 

idolatr" 
• 

\Vhen we spoke of the offices of the society being 

now filled by an inferior class, we had no reference 

to this promising band, but to the class·leaders 
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• and exborters, wbo, for tbe most part, are unedu-

cated men, and between wbom and the assistant 

preachers there is a wide gulf in point of acquire­

ments. Tbese men, converted to Christianity 

afte), having arrived at manhood, aud after a youth 

passed in idolatrous observances, barbarous cus­

toms, and immoral babits, had trials of no ordinary 

severity to encounter. The hushands, perhaps, of 

several wil'es, enjoying among their countrymen 

offices of distinction in tbeir rude customs, as cap­

tains of companies, attached by !ong babit to 

a certain course of life, tbe), had to deave to one 

wife, to resign positions bitherto the objects of a 

fond ambition, to gil'e up cherished practices, and 

to bear tbe jeering taunts, sometimes tbe enraged 

threats, of former companions. The moral courage 

capable of sucb sacrifices could only be deri"ed 

from a deep conviction of the unsatisfactory nature 

of their pagan rites and customs, and an unshaken 

faith in the promises of the Gospel; and to brave 

successfully this de 'perate struggle, a constancy 

and firmness was required, which gave to their 

character something of the rigid austerity of the 

Scotch Covenanters. 

It is gratifying to find the names of most of 

those mcn inscribed upon the class-lists for many 

y,'.rs, and to know that they are still maintaining 

8 consistent lift-. If they be inferior in point of 
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knowledge to ~e others, they equal, if they do not 

sw-pass them in zeal. This zeal may possibly 

sometimes o"ershoot the mark, and run into wild 

and extravagant fanaticism; but there can be 
little doubt tbat it has its root in a sincere, if 

somewhat mistaken idea of the duty incumbent 

upon a Christian. It has always appeared to us, 

however, among men of this class who haye been 

wcaned from idolatrons practices, and who are 

without education, that rheir ideas of worship re­

gard the regularity and formality of the act, as 

constituting a most essential part of their de"otion, 

fully as necessary as the frame of mind which 

should cbaracterise it. Long accu"tomcd to con­
sider religion as made up of superstitions and cere­

monious observances, they have not their minds as 
yet altogether emancipated from the idea that 

attentiun to the external form of worship is of 

ibrlf a chief constituent part of the Christian's 

dut), superseding in sume instances the necessity 

of a strict adherence to more essential moral duties 
which, from carly prejudice and the prevailing ,~ces 

of the community around them, they have been ac­
('ustomed to regard in a "enial light. It is no 

uncommon thing to find Europeans living in a 
('ou",e of habitual immorality, who would scorn 
till' imputatiun that they were not Christians, ex­

daiming against these men, and denying thlir 
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claim to this character, because the-frailty of our 

nature sometimes leads them into the commission 

of sin, seemingly forgetting that if they themselves 

were judged hy the same standard, their own claims 

would be discovered to be much more deficient. It 

is better surely that the soldier should remain true 

to his flag, notwithstanding the occasional loss of a 

standard, which a moment of inadvertence or the 

overwhelming force of the enemy has occasioned, 

than that he should basely throw it Dway, and seek 

an inglorious security where the din of battle will 
nel'er reach him more, In like manner, that 

Christian chooses the nobler part, who, true to his 

warfare, and with a firm reliaoce on God, rises 

superior to every fall, than he who weakly shrinks 

f!"Om the struggle, and, alarmed at the sacrifices 

which he must make, livcs in tbe neglect of every 

Christian ordinance. With all the imperfections, 

t hen, natural to men under the influence of such 

a moral and spiritual rel'olution, we can see no 

reason to withhold from them the merit of acting 

sincerely according to the convictions, however 

faulty some of their impressions may be, and 

notwithstanding that they may not be exempt 

from the fmilties "that flesh is heir to." 
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• 

CHAPTER V . 

• 
Improved position of women-Effect of Christian marriages 

-Difficulties attending the elevation of woman-Sym­

pathy with missionary labour-Hostility of the Fetish 
priests-Formation of small Christian bodies- Advan. 
tages arising from intercourse with the missionaries in 
their journeys through the country-The first mis-sionarie!! 

-Their indiscreet zeal. and its effects-Politic conduct 
of ~Ir. Freeman-Establishment of a good understand­

ing with the chiefs-The progress made by the natives. 

, 'OT the least gratifying result of missionary 
laboul' is the increased consideration which it has 

obtained for woman. Nothing could be lower 
than the state of depression to which purely native 

idea' and customs had consigned her, and so 

improbable appeared any amelioration of her lot, 
that the female mind, familiarised to the destiny of 

an unworthy bondage. assumed contentment with 
a position which wa believed to be her natural 
h(·ritagr. But another spirit was el'oked at the 
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wife objects of jealousy. There was the knowledge 

of a former attachment, the embers of which 

were somf·times supposed to slumber in the 

heart, ready to burst forth into a new flame. 

There was the full consciousness of the loose prin­

ciples of a large proportion of thc female commu­

nit}. Therc was no want of opportunity for, nor 

allurements to, unfaithful conduct; and there was 

with all this, perhaps, a want of confidence in the 

hu bund's P0'ilTrS of resiStance and self.dcnial. 

\Yhere such feelings existed, the sbadow of a 

circumstance capable of suspicion, was sufficient to 

causc a scene of domestic dissension. The new· 
ne,s of the position of the married \\~ves, so 

latrly miscd from degradation, blinded them to the 

kno\\-Iedge of their duti('s, and induced them to 

"xa!"t, us an inalienable and compulsory right, 

what, if they had known human nature better, 

they might hal'e made the spontaneous result of 

dutiful affection. This termagant conduct to 
men, who had hitherto been accustomed to haw 

th"ir own "'ty in their domestic arrangements, 
was difficult to brook, and led, we are pc",uad('d, 
in many instances, to the sin which it was 

• 

inll'nd"d to repress. From this and other causes, 
incident to the state of society, many of these 

marriages were not always so happy as could 
F 2 
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be wished; but after making la~ deoh. Iiaae IIr 
backslidings and short-comings, • gilst pro 

is still distinguished for consistent fidelity. IIIId • 
proper attention to the duties devolving upoD 
as husbands and fathers. With and the 
young couples who have lately united to the 
objects of their first affections, maniage is ubi­
bited in its right character. Here IIIId 
the domestic affections mutually act and react upon 
each other. Christianity first fOillMd the link, 
and domestic felicity, grateful for the boon, fiDds 
its most endearing enjoyment&, ita yay m:isteooe 
e,'en, dependent upon cherisbing tile 8IIcred flame, 

The natural result of th. Christian 
ringes has been to give an uon, of 10 the 
husband and wife, which has -.rceIy any plaee 
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the female mind, the consequence of early habit 

and education, as to the domineering conduct of 

the husband. She, happy in the possession of a 

husband, who is bound by his marriage vows to 

remain faithful to her, cares not how she slaves, 

if she can preserve his affection. She cannot 

read, and has no mental resources to occupy her 

attention. Her happiness is bound up in the 
contentedness of her husband, and the welfare of 

her children. To secme these, she is satisfied to 

drudge as for a master, without pretending to the 
rank of an equal. It is not in the nature of man 

to practise so much self-denial, as to refuse the 

acceptance of a superiority, so voluntarily accorded; 
and what the woman yields, from Do sense of the 

duty incumbent upon her position, the man 
comes to regard as his natural right, and 

onl) a fitting tribute due to his superiority. The 

tic of n young family springing up around thl'm, 
howe"er, and centering their affections upon 

objects of a common interest, is fast breaking 
down the barriers between husband and wife, 

"hich ages of oppressive severity have rendered 
natural and instinctive. 

It follows, as a necessary consequence from this 

improvement of the domestic economy of thc 

African, that the condition of the offspring 
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every branch of a plain and useful female educa-
• hon. 

In the moral elevation of woman, the philan­

thropist acknowledges the most efficient human 

engine for the general elevation of a people, and in 

her debased and abandoned condition, the Christian 

missionary discovers the most insuperable obstacle 

to the success of his labours. Nowhere has there 

been greater necessity for the presence of this 

agent than in Africa; but the same causes which 

have produced this necessity, have also occasioned 

the great difficulty of calling it efficiently into 

operation. From these causes-namely, the long 
ages of debasement which gave to the character 
an instinctive tendency to vicious courses-thl' 

peculiarities in the social condition of the people 
which made the marriage of a daughter a 

n arkctable contract, tantamount to rendering 

female virtue an object of sale, the very lax ideas 

prcYalent in society upon thi:; subject, daily asSo­
{"ialion with friend, and relations living in immoral 

practices, and making them the subject of ordinary 
conversation, seemingly uDconscious of their vile­

lie,>, the encouragement given to seduction by 
Europeans, and the fierce impetuosity of passion 
natural to the children of a tropical sun; from 
nil these, and the numerous modifications of cir-
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who duly weighs the influence of the counter­

acting causes which we have enumerated, it will be 

matter of satisfaction to learn that there are, 

nevertheless, a few exemplary instances of virtuous 

integrity, whose escape from the snares with which 

they were beset, and whose elevation to the dignity 

of Christian matrons, are beginning to give a far 

different tone to female morality. It has been 

shown, that, howe"er great the dangers and tempta­

tions may be to whicl;t the young African is 

subjected, they are yet to be withstood by the 

influence of Christian principles, and by the 

judicious .upervision of Christian instructors. The 

bridge over the yawning gulf has been crossed. 

The pitfalls upon it, numerous as those opened up 

to the ,-ision of Mirza, have been avoided, and 

!lnger-posts have been erected by Faith and Love, 

to guide future travellers by the same road 

past those treacherous snares. Similar difficulties 

are never likely to operate again with the -arne 

force, for, in addition to the superior moral tone 

which Christian marriages have introduced, the 

respect and consideration accorded to educated 

married people, and the pcsicion of easy competence 

which they never fail to attain in society, hold out 

inducements which, apart from religious considera­

tions, mu.t exerc"e a powerful restraint upon the 
conduct. 

F 3 
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Such are a few of the most prominent results of 

missionary labour. They are limited, it is true, 

comparati,'ely, to a very small portion of the people. 

The great masses still cling, although with a less 

confident grasp, to their idolatrous practices, and 
their rude and barbarous customs. But, e\'Cn 

lmong these, a great revolution of feeling has 
taken place. The sentiments of jealous discontent 

with which they had at first viewed the introdu('­

tion of the Gospel have Qied away, and have been 

replaced by a quiet indifference on the part of the 

great body of the people, a complacent satisfaction 

with others, and a hesitating assent to its advan­

tages with many. The indications of an incipient 
rivilization, daily becoming more apparent in 
the general adoption of the dress and habits 

of Europeans; the temporal advantages which 

education is enabling so many to obtain; the 

possession of those advantages by men who, by 
their elevation, have acquired extensive influence 

and have b,'Come the central points of attraction to 
very numerous clan. of friends and relations; th,· 

natural deference which ignorance pays to a higher 

d"gree of intelligence, and the knowledge of the 
humane and benevolent spirit of Christianity, which 
idea of its character, though imperfectly understood, 
is extensively diffus(·d through all classes, have not 
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only overcome all tendency to a hostile opposition. 

but have prepared the natives for a more general 

consideration of its claims for acceptance. unde­

terred by fear of persecution. This amicable 

feeling is not confined within the narrow compass 

of the principal towns along the sea-board. where 

the Europeans reside; but has penetrated into the 

most distant corners of the extensive territory 

under British jurisdiction. The Fetish priests are 

viewing the progress of this state of the public 

mind with much uneasiness, and are exerting their 

influence to counteract it. by urging upon the 

chiefs the necessity of abiding b~ the customs of 

their forefathers. They would willingly see the 

Christians exterminated. 

This wide-spread appreciation of the superiority 

of EW"opean civilization. without an admixture of 

that strong disinclination to keep it far from their 

doors, which was so general in the commencement, 

is partly the result of the great advautages derived 

from the administration of justice by the local 

government. and the necessary concourse of the 

chiefs and people of the interior to the towns upon 

the coast. where they have such frequent opportuni­

ties of observing the rapid advance which the natives 

th.'re are making in every useful art. and partly of 

the numerous scliools and mission stations estab-
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li.hed throughout the country. To these should 
also be added the effect which trade has, not only 
in drawing constant streams of people to the 

coast, but of sending out into every nook of the 

interior traffickers with their petty store of mel'· 
chandize. Many of these are youths who have 
been educated in tbe schools. Some of them are 
in connection with tbe missionary society. They 
take up a position in tbe interior towns where they 
uften reside for montbs at a time. Their European 
dres. gives them respect in the eyes of tbe inha. 
bitants, who are eager to know from tbem all that 
they can tell of the white men, tbeir customs, 

• 

habits, and religion. 
During tbis intercourse, new ideas are imparted, 

important truths sometimes take root in tbeir 
minds, convictions of tbeir own inferiority and 
debasement begin to be entertained, and longing 
rle,ircs for their improvement are frequently 
awakened. But of all these causes, tbe schools 
and mission stations are decidedly tbe most 
efficient. The sword of justice has a double edge, 
and cuts in both directions. To one it imparts 
cunfidence, to another fear. While it restrains the 
act, it does not always reach the thought of the 
heart; it represses crime, but is powerless to instil 
virtue; and although the arts of peace and moral 

• 
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spirit, and such an absence of all selfish motives, 

that however slow they may be at first to profit by 

it, a long course of laborious perseverance seldom 

fails in gaining them over. A teacher once estab­

lished, a knowledge of the truths which he has 

been instructed to communicate, gains its way 

among the general body of the people. 

Faith in the efficacy of their superstitious ob­

servances and idolatrous worship is sapped in 

the minds of a few. rhey have recow·se to the 

Christian teacher, and are instructed in his creed. 

They attend his ministrations, and listen, often with 

awe-struck attention, to his explanation of the 

Scriptures. One by one, they feel a desire to 
acknowledge the effect which this teaching is 

having upon their minds; but shame and fears 

arising from a variety of causes, beget a restless 
indecision full of misery. Compelled by the 

\·ehemt,nce of the struggle going on in their minds, 

and unable longer to contend against the convic­

tions which begin to dawn upon them, they 
request to be admitted to a novitiate. In the 
process of time a small society is formed. The} 

consent to submit to the discipline necessary for 

membership, and a watchful vigilance is henceforth 
kept upon their manner of life. The cxpulsion 
from the community of anyone persisting in 
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country, have the effect of confirming the impres­

sions which have been made, and of diffusing 

widely a spirit of acquiescent toleration; and thus 
while the schools in those parts are laying the 
foundations of a new faith, and of increased know­
lrdge in the education of the young, a variety of 
causes is at work, habituating the minds of all to 
the idea of the final trinmph of the religion of 

the white man. 
As a proof of the estimation in which Euro­

pean instruction is now beginning to be held, 
and of the gradually relaxing hold of idolatry, 
it should be mentioned that it is not uncommon 
for the superintendent of missions to receive invi­
tations and carnest petitions from distant chiefs 
to establish schools among their people, and to 
be entrrated by adult persons living in villages, 
where no branch society exists to visit them, with 
the view of admitting them for trial, and of 
instructing them in the duties of Chri.tianity. 
Until we had paid particular attcntion to this 
subject, and had seen to how great an extent 
this lea"en had been infused, it had been, we 
must confess, always a matter of doubt "ith us 
whether the system of ,,~dely scattering the mis­
sion stations through the country, wcre as efficicnt 
a means of diffusing a knowledge of the Gospel, 
as the concentrating the whole energies of the 
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a very hostile spirit was exhibited on its first 

promulgation, to be attributed as much to an 

indiscreet zeal on the part of the missionary, as to 

the instinctive alarm of a people trembling for 

the subversion of a system, with an adherence to 

which their prosperity was supposed to be inse­
parably bound up. It is with no exaggeration 

of this feeling that we have remarked, that, but 

tor tbe protection of the local government, the 

work would not have b'een permitted to go on. 

Even with such countenance and support as it 

could extend, more than one forcible demonstration 

has been made to suppress it. 
The first missionaries, appalled at the moral 

waste which the degraded state of the African 
population presented to their view, and believing 

it impossible that any race of people, living in 
such a state of spiritual destitution, would close 

their ear. against a knowledge of the truth, burned 

with an intemperate enthusiasm approaching to 
fanaticism to communicate the glad tidings of 

salvation. In season and out of season, they 

dinned into unwilling ears loud complaints of 
their lo.t and miserable condition. They attacked 

• 

their idolatrous practices, their social immoralities, 

and their more innocent conventional usages, and 

forbade their repetition with such a tone of autho-
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rity as the possession only of a power to still 

at once the raging sea or the stormy passions 
of man could have warranted. With their own 

experience of the efficacy of religion upon tbe 
heart, and under tbe influence of a strong impulse 

to impart to others tbeir joy in believing, tbey 
seemed credulously to think that the mere 

announcement of such consolatol) truths would 

at once secure their eager acceptancc. 
To the jealous comprebension of tbe African, 

animadversions upon their customs, conveyed in 

such loud and objurgatory languagr, assumed 
the character of personal abuse; ,nd their pride 
took offence at what tbey were inclined to regard 

as a wanton piece of insult. A too rash inter­
ference also with tbeir dome tic arrangements, 

and with the full discretionary power wbicb every 
head of a family considered himself entitled to 

exercise over all its members, still farther aug­
mented this spirit of opposition. 

Owing to this over-zeal, which looked for a 

harvest without tillage, and which did not make 
due allowance for the nature of tbe soil, much 
exacerbation of feeling was the consequence. It 

was not until the management fell into the hands 

of Mr. Frecman, one who had himself served in 
the ranks, that a better spirit was evoked. He har! 
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had opportunities of learning, from the experience 

of his past labours, the necessity of not losing .ight 

of the tendencies of our nature; and he did not 

think it below the dignity of religion to consult 

the,e in his attacks upon their prejudices. He 

had seen that no dependence could be placed upon 
the relinquishment of any custom or habit, where 

the understanding remained unconvinced, and the 

heart unchanged; and to this important work he 

directed his best energies. ' Combining the wisdom 

of the politician with the .cti,·e zeal of the mis­

sionary, and possessed of an elastic buoyancy of 

temperament, the result of a firm confidence in 

th(' ultimate triumph of the Gospel, he warily 
reduced the strongholds of superstition, one by 

one, in the minds of those to whom he gained 

access; neither arousing hostility by any ill-timed 

inl<'mperance of assault, nor disconcerted by occa­
sional and temporary failure. 

By perseverance in this judicious course, and 
by cultivating the friendship both of chiefs and 

people, in his very frequent and extended journey­

ings through the country, by a kind and courteous 
affability full of Christian charity, he not only 
remo,-ed all fecling. of resentment, but induced 

them to yield to his guidance in many important 
pnrticulars. It was seen that a difference of 
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opinion UPOD poiDts of belief did Dot Decessarily 
form an insurmountahle barrier to frieDdlv inter-

• 

course, and the ChristiaD missionary thus fouDd 
frequent opportuDities of inoculating tbe pagan 
chief with new ideas. The natural result of such 
an intercourse, will always be the gradual COD­
cession of ignorant prejudices to superior intelli­
gence. The chief who would have taken alarm 
at a direct attack upon his unchristian practices, 
aDd who would have held aloof with a jealous 
suspicion from anyone who authoritatively com­
manded him to abandon them, could . ce DO 
danger in an amicable com"er,alion, which was 
nevertheless sapping their ~)Undations. Much 
credit is therefore due to Ir. Freeman, who 
has managed to secure an acquiescent asseDt for 
the free dissemination of Chri; tian truth, which 
they feel to be undermining their power, and 
to be depriving them of their privileges, which 
are best maintained by the ignorance of a 
people. 

It has often been a question, whether, with 
the pecuniary means placed at the disposal of 
the Gold Coast Mission, greater results might 
not have heen expected; and the sums swallowed 
up by hea,'J' travelling expenses, ha,'e often been 
represented as so much money Deedlessly thrown 
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away. Christianity, it has been said, needs no 

,'xtraneous assistance for its diffusion, and should 

scorn to humour the prejudices of any people. 

The Christian missionary, like the apostles of 

old, should provide neither gold, nor silver, nor 

scrip for his journe). He should humbly wander 

through the African hamlets, in the firm con­

fidence that the workman will be considered 

worthy of his hire. 1Iuch diversity of opinion 

will always exist upon a· subject of this nature; 

hut our experience leads us to express with con­

fidence, that if this course had heen pursued upon 

the Gold Coast, Christianitv as vet would have 
• • 

numbered but fcw COOl'erts, It is doubtful e,'en 

if the missionary might not have been left to 
clie without anyone seeking to provide for his 
wants. In the Christian, as well as in the 

pagan world, the surest way to gain friends is 

not to need them. Nowhere is this truth more 
• 

el'ident than in Africa, for, unless an appearance 

of respectability is maintained, nay, \\;thout some 
indication of the means of being liberal, the 

European. lay or clerical, will only meet with 
indifference and neglect. 

It has been observed above, that the employ­
m('nt giVf'n by the missionaries was a principal 
enuse of their chapels being filled in the com-
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mencement. But for the assistance of attrac­
tions of this nature. many who are now 
respec~~ble Christians, would never have heen 

drawn within the reach of Christian teaching at 
all. Whether, is it better that it should be so, 

or that barefooted friars should be wandering 
through the land, exposed to the scoff of the 

heathen, and without the sympathy of a single 
convert? Did the power and intluence of the 
Pope give no impetus to the establishment of 

Christianity in England, apart from its inherent 

power of disseminating itself? Did the support 
of Elizabeth's government give no extension to 

the tenets of the Reformed Cburch? Teaching 
is not confined either to the school-room or the 

pulpit. The active mind of man draws its stores 
of information from innumerahle sources, and is 

influenced in its adoption of new ideas from in­
numerablp causes. From the cradle to the grave 

this instruction is in continual progress. 
More good may be effected by the journey of 

a missionary travelling through tbe interior ham­
lets, in a manner calculated to secure the respect 

of the people, by his friendly and familiar inter­
course with them, by his example of pure mo­

rality, of strict temperaoee, of Cbristian charity, 

as well as by the of the superior 
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who \'\'ould wish to carry along with him a just 

impression of the progress made on the Gold 

Coast in all its features, not to he so enamoured of 

its heauties as to overlook the multitude of its 

defects, nor to fix his attention so exclusively upon 

its blemishes as to shut his eyes to its merits. He 

will not err much in comparing it to those land­
scapes, where the hand of art loves to introduce, 

amidst the \'\'ilds of nature, some traces of its own 

fanciful creation, and where may be seen in emu­

lous contrast, the \\i1d lux'Uriance and the stubborn 

ruggedness of the indigenous plant, and the fair 
though tender blossoms of the exotic. And when 

he remember. how many a wilderness has, by 

patient cultivation, been converted into fruitful 
corn-fields and smiling vineyards, for the supply 

of the wants, and as a solace for the cares of 

man, he will not do wrong in cherishing hopeflll 

anticipations of the time when the natives of the 

Gold Coast will, by a long process of mental 

culture, b. fully qualified to take their stand among 
the civilized nations of the world. 

G 2 
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CHAPTER VI 

, . ague ideas respecting God - Mode or worship - The 

priests - Evil spirits-Offerings made to them - The 

immortality of the soul-'Worship of the spirit! of de­

ceased friends-Slaves killed to attt"nd their master to 
the next world - Corrupting tendency of idolatry­
Prophetic pretensions of the Fetisbmen-Tricks and 
impostures-Children dedicated to the Fetish office from 

birth-The Great Braffo Feti h-tndependent conduct 

of the Fetishmen-Priestes5e8-Their infamous conduct 
-The in8uence of Fetish upon tbe African-Decline of 
the Fetish fnith-Its utility as an engine of civil govern­
ment. 

HAYING, in the foregoing part of this work, 
traeed the origin and progress of the connrction 
which has subsisted between the nations of Eu­
rop", and the natives of the Gold Coast for a 
period extending o\"er more than three centuries 
and a half, and having also placed before the 

reader a general and cursory view of the existing 
social condition of the people, with some account 

• 
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of its gradual formation and growth, we shall now 

direct his attention to their ideas of religion, and 

some of their superstitious observances, as well as 

to a more particular account of their domestic 

economy, without a description of which, the pic.. 

ture would be incomplete. Those subjects, espe­

cially the religious practices of the people, may 

appear to ha"e been of sufficient consequence to 
entitle them to be incorporated with the account 

which has been given; but we were unwilling to 

interrupt the consecutive representation of events 

by any episodical digression not absolutely required 

for the perfect comprehension of the narrative, 

and although we have been obliged to advert occa­

~ionally to their Fetish, the exprrssion hitherto has 

been used more as a general term for a super.ti­
tious worship, than as indicating any particular 

.. bsen·ance requiring explanation. 

\V c shall now, however, attempt to describe the 
nature of this superstition, which exercises such 

an illimitable influence over the minds of the 

massrs of the population. An analysis of this 
de,cription is beset with no ordinary difficulties. 

,,-e derive little assistance in our investigations 

!Tom the ideas of the idolaters themselves, which 

nrc extremely vague and indefinite, and we are still 

fariher puzzled to discriminate between such im-
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worship him." They sometimes invoke his name, 

and call upon him to bless those whom they love, 

and much more frequently to curse those whom 

they hate, but in either case their invocation amounts 

simply to an ejaculation, and is not attended by any 

formal act of worship. 

,V hen oppresscd with amictions and over­

whelmed by any great calamity, for a release from 

which they have sacrificed to their idols in vain, 

we find them resigning themselves submissively 

to their fatp, with the exclamation that" they 

are in God's bands, and he will do whatever 

he thinks best." But they neither offer sacri­

fices to him, nor do they think of seeking hy 
supplication to avert what (if their idols fail them) 

they secm inclined to regard as their inevitable 

destiny. To this extent, then, we may regard them 

as predestinarians, acknowledging onc Supreme 

Go,wnor of the world, wbo has appointed all 

things according to his pleasure, and to whom 

• The manner in '9,'hich they rega.rd God corresponds 

exactly with the account gh'en of the A!!syrians, whom 
Shalmanc!cr tran!:'planted into Sa.maria, and who, in con· 

sequence. became acquainted with the God of the Jews; 
.. They feared the Lord. and served their 0\"'0 gods, So 

these nations feared the Lord, and served their grann 
images."-2 KD,'GS xyii, 33, 41. 
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with him, and granted him an answer to his prayer. 
He is thus directed, by an extraordinary self-delu­
sion, to tbe adoption of some ceremonious rite, 
from the performance of which he expects to 
obtain the object of his wishes. Nothing can 
exceed the absurdity of these rites. They bear no 
reference whate"er to tbe subject of petition as a 
means to an end. To restore to health a sick 
child, to shield from danger a friend engaged in 
some perilous enterprize, or to draw down destruc­
tion and death upon an enemy, the idolater may, 
perhaps, surround his bouse with a string of withes, 
bang up some filthy rags to the branches of a tree, 
or nail a fowl to the ground by means of a stake 
dri"en through its body. Whatever wild and ex­
travagant fancy may take possession of his dark and 
supcf>titiotIS mind, he believes it to be an inspiration 
of bis senseless block, and to carl')' it into execu­
tion, immediately becomes the subject of a strong 
religious obligation. Traces of this blind super­
stition are to be seen on every path, and about the j 
house of every idolater. From the Sou man, or 
idol of individuals, we come tn the Boossum of a 
family or town, which frequently has no material 
representation. This word literally expresses 
" take to serve," but it docs not so much reprl'sent 
the god of an individual as a family god, or, more 

G 3 
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universally still, the god of a people. E"ery 

family has some god of this description common to 

all, and every town has one or more also acknow­

ledged by the general body of the people, but a 

priest or sofoo waits upon this Boossum, and 

ministers at his altars. As long as men are pros­

perous, and no extraordinary event occurs to disturb 

the even tenor of their. lives, tbey are content each 

to worship his inru"idual Sou man ; but when cala­

mities overtake them, they distrust the power of 

their idol to succour them, and th. ir own capacity 

to interpret aright his inspiration Under these 

circumstances, they repair to the sofoo to obtain 

consolation and relief. from Ius superior insight 

into the mysteries by which they are surroUllded. 

An offering is given to him to Iny before his god. 

He explains the nature of the sen'ice required, and 

after a number of absurd ceremonies, arouses bis 

deity to attention, and receives from him an inti­

mation of the observances necessary to obtain his 

object. These he communicates to the supplicant 

for priestly comfort, wbo listens with reverential 

awe to the injunctions prescribed, and proceeds to 

carry them into effect with a blind credulity. 

In like manner, when the calamity is general, 

such 8S a drought, • dearth, a pestilence, or want 

of success in war, the whole population or their 
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representatives, \\~th their chiefs and head men, 

repair to the chief Boossum to make their offerings 

and sacrifice, and to seek, through the intercession 

of the priests, a mitigation and a release from 

their sufferings. These priests, aware of the neces­

sity of making a deep impression upon such mo­

mentous occasions, surround the whole of their 

proceedings with a fearful secrecy and mysterious 

solemnity, calculated to awe the minds of the sup­

plicants, and they deliver their oracles in such enig­

maticallanguage as may be capable of a double 

interpretation. Like the weird sisters in Mac­

beth" they palter in a double sense, and keep the 

word of promise to the ca" and break it to the trust." 

If the observances, which the priests prescribe, 

should be performed without any satisfactory result, 

it is by no lIleans the fault of the Boossum. It is 

immediately attributed to inattention to some reli. 

gious duty, to the general impiety, perhaps, of the 

people, to the neglect of their sacred grol-es, their 

Fetish houses, or a want of a proper respect for the 

comfort of the priests themselves. Greater zeal is 

urgently recommended, richer offerings arc de­

manded, and a renewal of ceremonious observanc,'s 

prescribed; and when the calamity, whatever it 

may have been, is overpast, the glory belongs to 

the Boossum. 
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There is one peculiar form, which the Fetish 
worship of a family about to be separated takes, 

which desen'es to be recorded, as in it we ha"e no 
external representation of an idol. In view of a 

separation which will most probably prevent them 
from ever again worshipping the Boossum, to 
which they have made their devotions hitherto, 
they repair to the priest, or sofoo, and having 
explained their wants, he pounds up some Souman 

or Fetish substance, anct mixes it with water into 

a drink, which the whole family swallow together. 
\Yhile partaking of this strange communion, the 
priest declares to them that his Boossum com­
mands that none of this family shall ever after 
partake of such and such an article of food, 
naming, perhaps, fowl, mutton, beef, pork, eggs, 
milk, or anything which he may choose to mention 
at the timl·. The Fetish edict, once pronounced 

against a particular article of food unuer such 
circumstances, no one of the family e,'er tastes it 
more; Ilnu thus we find onc "ho will not taste a 
bit of chicken, another an egg, a turkey, and so 
on; and this abstinence from a particular species 
of food descends to the childrcn, who arc under 
the necessity of observing a similar abstinence. In 
this case, the parties are supposed to have swal­
lowed their idol, and to have him existing in their 

• 
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appeasing these spirits, not to their gods to induce 

them to take them alVa, . 
• 

Neither do we find that they have any definite 

ideas of the immortality of the soul. They are 

unanimous in thinking that there is in man a 

spirit which survives the body. This spirit is 

supposed to remain near the spot, where the body 

has bcen buried. They believe it to have a con­

sciousness of what is going on upon earth, and to 

have the power of exercising some influence over 

th,·ir destiny. Hence they worship the spirits of 

deceased friends and relations, and make pilgrim­

ages to their graves, to make oblations and sacri­

fices to them. But their ideas upon this subject 
arc as absurd and contradictory as upon every 

other point rdating to their spiritual concerns. 
Unless in the case of the very vilest of malefactors, 

they do not associate any idea of punishment in 
another world with crimes committed in this; 

and the belief that their conduct here will haw to 

be accountcd for hereafter, has no part in their 

system'" \\,ith regard to a great criminal, we 

* Their vague ideas upon this !:'ubject may be gathered 
from the remark of a criminal under sentence of death. He 

hnd been tried by the a~:::essor nnd a few of the nati\'e 

chief~. The remark.. of the fonner at his trial led the 
pri!'oncr to regard him as favourable to h1:5' escnpe, and he 

• 
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sometimes hear the expression made use of .. he 

will die a second death in the other world;" but 

this sentiment seems to arise from an impression, 

that the mere death of the body is not a sufficient 

punishment for such great crimes, and that a 

repetition of this, the heaviest calamity which can 

befal man, ought to be meted out to him, rather 

tban from any conviction that he has to give an 

account in the world beyond the graye for the 

crimes which he has committed here. In like 

manner, they will tell us, that they ha.e no belief 

in tbe resurrection of tbe body; and yet if they 

are asked where they suppose thc~ go to when 

they die, they will say that they nter upon a new 

life in many respects similar Ie> that which tbey 

have led here. Acting upon this idea, tbey are in 
the habit of burying with the dead a portion of his 

valuables, in gold and handsome cloths, and placing 

ready to his hand a flask of rum, his pipe, and 

tobacco. 

Formerly, before the government had obtained 

attributed his sentence principally to the native chiefs. On 
the moming of bis execution be said: "I have no fault 
to find with the white man i he ",;shed to be merciful; but 
the chiefs nre my enemies i and if it be a country to which 
I am going, J will take care to make them suffer for it. 
when they come there." 
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the authority which it now possesses, many of the 

wives and slaves of the deceased were killed, that 

they might wait upon him in the country to which 

he had gone. From preparations of this descrip­

tion, we might be led to infer that they really 

believed that the deceased had some use for the 

supplies which they had gi"en him for his journey; 

but this belief is again glaringly contradicted by 

the fact, that we find these provident caterers for 

their deceased relation,' sometimes disturbing his 

bones to rake from them the gold which had been 

buried with him; thus giving a very satisfactory 

proof, that whoever else might have been deceived 

into the belief that gold passed current in the other 

world, they at least were not the dupes of such a 
vain iuea. 

In short, tbe whole system is full of the most 

inconsist('nt contradictions, and cannot stand the 

test of c,'cn an ordinary scrutiny. Had we not 

divine authority for the awful state of gross and 
ignorant blindness to which itlolatry reduces man 

in his earch after happiness, and for the abomina­
tions into which a dark superstition im'ariably 

leads him, we should find it difficult to give credit 
to the ("vidence of our eyes, for the reality of the 

imp"netrabl,' darkness of the mind, with regard to 

idolatrous practices which we find existing. It 
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may be thought by many, that we have here made 
the effect and the cause change places; and that 

we should have attributed their idolatry to their 

spiritual darkness, and not the excess of this 
darkness to idolatry. 

But although ignorance is assuredly the mother 
of superstition, yet there cannot remain a doubt 

in the mind of anyone who has attentively watched 
the effects of an idolatrous practice, that, upon 

all points connected with their worship, the clear 

reason and sound common sense, which do not 
fail men in the ordinary affairs of life, arc entirely 

dethroned as soon as the idolater repairs to !us 
gods. It would appear, as if G, by this ob,·ious 

phenomenon intended to teach us a lesson of ,·ery 

weighty import. We may read in the perplexing 
doubts, the slavish fears, the barbarous rites, the 

cruel sacrifices, the besotted infatuations, and the 

filthy bestiality of the idolater's mind, the in­

dignation of the Almighty against idolatry; and 
perceive the fearful excesses into which man's 

natural constitution will invariably lead him, when 

he anchors his hopes on any other than the true 
God. The highest degree of intellectual attain­

ment forms no safeguard against the operation of 

this universal law. It is exhibited in characters 

as unmistakable among the ancient Greeks and 
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Romans, as among the illiterate people "hose 

religious ideas we bave been attempting to ex­

plain; and tbe same law is no less authoritatively 

vindicatcd in the career of the Christian, wbo fails 

to keep alive bis religious impressions, by an 

abiding trust and dependance upon God. 

The account which bas been given of the reli­

gious ideas of the natives of the Gold Coast, com­

prehends as nearly as can be discovered the funda­

mental principles of their' faith, if we may apply the 

term to a principle which involves the contradiction 

of a facility of belief which no absurdity, how 

gross soever it may be, can offend, and at the same 

time a infidelity which doubts of every-

thing. The articles of their creed which have 

bern laid down, are gathered more from their 

acts than from any process of reasoning, whirh 

haye guided tbe idolaters in the adoption of their 

system. 

At present we can discoyer nothing but a 

crowd of ceremonial observances, which we be­

lieve to be mecbanically performed without much 

mpntal participation in the act, without the 

thoughts of the idolater, in fact, extending 

be\"ond the mere act it,elf. Such a system, 
• • 

whrre thl' lnind of the ido,",ter alternates be-

tween credulity and doubt, anu where of coursc 
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he is ready to l~eld, for a time, a blind assent to 

every proposition which his spiritual adviser may 

think fit to dictate, presents opportunities for deceit 

and imposture, of which the priests are not slow 

to avail themselves. 

One of the chief characteristics of an ignorant 

superstition, is a longing desire to remove the 

veil which conceals the future, and to anticipate 

events which the Sovereign Ruler of tbe worlc! 

has, in great mercy to man, enveloperl in darkness. 

This imprudent curiosity leads the Afri"an to have 

recourse to the Fetishman upon every occasion of 

difficulty and doubt. The latter, finding so many 

willing dupes, readily accepts t e character of a 

prophet, with which the fears of the people impel 

them to invest him. His pretensions rise in prQ.. 

portion to their gullibility, which stops short at no 

cheat, however monstrous and preposterous it may 

be. A short experience of applications of this 

nature, and of the confiding credulity of the people, 

would soon enable the crafty Fetishmnn to dis­

cover the great influence which these circumstances, 

in their condition skilfully managed, placed within 

his reach; and hence, out of the primary articles 

of their creed, which we have mentioned, has been 

formed such a system of cunning artifice and me­

thodical imposture, as almost effectually conceals, 
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under the multiplicity of its absurd obsermnces, the 

groundwork upon which they have been formed. 

V\'ithout adverting to the many fabulous stories 

of the origin of this Fetish religion, which are alto­

gether unworthy of a place in a narrative of this 

description, we will give a short account of the Fetish­

men's mode of proceeding, and indicate a few of 

th~ tricks by which they contrive to impose upon 

the multitude. In order to obtain admission into 

the ranks of the Fetishtnen, a course of previous 

training is considered absolutely necessary. The 

no,';ce may be either one who voluntarily makes 

choice of this profession, or he may have been 

from his birth, devoted to the service of the Fetish. 

It is not an uncommon practice for mothers, who 

have been so unfortunate as to lose se,'eral children 

by death, to make a yo\\ to dcvote the next fruit 

of their womb to the Fetish, with the vicw of thus 

purchaoing the fal'ollr of her gods for her off>pring. 

The child born under such circumstances is set 

apart for the Feti,h service; and very frequently, 

on arrival at maturity, fulfils the maternal vow, by 

becoming a Fetishman. But if his own inclina­

tions should be opposed to this course, an ofi'ering 

to the Fcti,h is considered sufficient to release him 

from the consequences of this vow." 

• Le"iticus xxyii. 
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From causes of tbis description considerable 

numbers adopt the profession of Fetisbmen. It is 

also customary for a Fetishman to bring up his 

grandchild to his own calling. He passes over 
bis own children, rightly judging tbat one of a 

family at a time is sufficient for all the purposes 
of a fraudulent livelihood; and he concludes that 

his grandchild will be ready to carryon tbe game 

of deceit by the time that his own age will 

preclude him from taking a vel) active part in 
the Fetish ceremonies. 

One of tbe chief qualifications in the novice 

is great endurance in dancing, which forms a 
prominent part of the sen~ee. It is from violent 

dancing to the sound of drums that they look for 

inspiration. They excite themselves by this exer­

cise into a perfect frenzy, until the Fetish takes 
possession of them, when they lose all accounta­

bility, and toss themselves about wildly, trembling 

all over, and staggering like a drunken man. In 

frightful convulsions, with eyes rolling, mouth 
foaming, and every indication of total unconscious­

ness of all ar"und them, they perfectly confirm 

the ignorant belief of their admiring dupes that 
they arr no longer self-possessed, but are under 

the influence of the Fetish, who leads them whlther-

80ever he ,vill, until nature can no longer endure 
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this tension of her pOlVers, and they sink in a 

state of complete exhaustion on the ground. The 

greater the strength of the individual the longer 

he is ahle to bear up under his exertions, and the 

more natural and involuntary he can make these 

appear, so much the better is he adapted for the 
Fetish service. 

It is generally from qualifications of this de. 

scription that the aspirants to the higher grades 

of the order of Fetishmen are chosen. After this,~ 

they take lessons from some Fetishman in his 

craft. He initiates them, however, by slow degrees, 

taking care to observe well the natural disposition 

of the novice, and to judge how rar he may be 

trusted with the sacred mysteries. If he unites 
with the qualifications of a good Fetish dancer, a 

tenacious memory, a ' prudent discretion, and in. 

violable secrecy, he may expect to rise to the 

highest point of Fetish knowledge; but if he be 

"ery deficient in either of these qualifications, but 

more especially the latter, he will never be allowed 

to advance in priestcraft. The gross deceits which 

they are in the constant habit of practising, renders 
this a wise and very necessary precaution. The 

foundation of the Fetishman's power being the idle 

fears and superstition of the people, everything 

which has a tendency to foster those fears, and to 
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acquire for the priests a character for supernatural 

knowledge is diligently employed. To this end, 

they make it their particular study to obtain a 
knowledge of the history of every family in their 
district for several generations. The names of 

their ancestors, with any remarkable event, are 
carefully preserved in the memories of the Fetish­

men, and handed down as a valuable legacy to 
their successors. By these means, a knowledge of 
many circumstances concerning individual families 

is kept ali"e among the priests, which are un­
known to the families themseh·es, or only vaguely 

remembered as a "ery ancient tradition. 
This training of the priest, ' a necessary con­

sequence, giyes him a knowledge of the affairs 
of his locality, which the curiosity of the African 

to pry into futurity enables him to turn to good 
account; for no sooner has misfortune overtaken 

a person, than his relations have recourse to the 
Fetishman to know its issue. Should an indi­

vidual be sick, they in like manner desire to know 

the reason. They seldom think of attributing any 
serious illness to natural causes, such as irregu­

larity of li\~ng and • neglect of the means of 
preserving health; they look for the true cause 

in the displeasure of the Fetish, the malice of evil 

spirits, the incantation of some wizard, or the 
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uneasiness of the spirit of some deceased relation, 
whose obsequies perhaps have not been properly 
performed. With these fears of a supernatural 
agency lurking in their minds, the slightest indi­
cation of any cause of this nature intimated by the 
Fetishman, gains immediate belief, and they deliver 
themsell"es up to his guidance with a blind reliance 
in his perfect acquaintance with the cause of the 
illness, and in his power to grant relief. 

During the interviews 'which they have with the 
Fetishman upon the subject, the extraordinary ac­
quaintance which he evinces of all their most secret 
family concerns, his allusion to past events, and to 
the circumstances attending the death and funeral of 
some ancestor, which they may discover to have 
actually taken place, invest him in their eyes with a 
knowledge little short of oDlniscient. This know­
ledge, be it remarked, he pretends to have learned 
from his god, after a special eon,ultation upon the 
subject, attended by offerings and sacrifices, and a 
great deal of idle mummery, which still further im­
poses upon his dupes. For the same purpose, they 
study slcight of hand, conjuring, ventriloquism, and 
have concealed accomplices to assist them in carrying 
out their deceits. They generally perform their 
rights in the recesses of some dark shady grove, 
apart from the haunts of men, where the solemn 

YOLo n. H 
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matter which is at all likely to be of use to a 

brother priest in ma~aging the affair. One Fetish. 
man will acknowledge tbat his Fetish will not give 

any information upon the specific subject; but 

commands the person applying to him to go to 
another Fetishman, whom he names, and to whom 

he has, in the meantime, communicated all tbe 

particulars of the affair. 
When application is made to this priest, the 

applicant is astonished perhaps to find the Fetish· 
man perfectly conversant with tbe cause of his 

visit, even before he has opened bis mouth upon 
the subject; and notwithstanding such gross cases 
of collusion, tbe stupid idolater, n see nothing in 

it but a confirmation of tbe extraordinary power of 
the Fetish. In like manner, ",hen a Fetishman 
pays a visit to a town, where he does not ordinarily 

reside, his first business is to find out the resideuce 
of the Fetishman of tbe place, who soon makes 

him acquainted with the worldly and spiritual 
condition of such of the people as are likely to 

seek the ministrations of the stranger; for in cases 
of obstinate resistance to Fetish influences, where 

the nostrums of one Fetishman have failed, it is 
customary to have recourse to another. The crafty 
rogues arrange their plans in concert, and proceed 

systematically to juggle their deluded dupes to ad· 
miration. 
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But it would be an endless and a wrarisome 

task to follow these cheats through all the various 

schemes which they have set on foot to consolidate 

and extend their power. They have only too effi­

cient an ally in the childish and ignorant fears of 

their countrymen to render this a task of difficulty. 

We do not find that there is any regular subordi­

nation of rank among these priests, except in those 

cases where more than one minister at the altars of 

the same Fetish, as among the Braffo Fetishmen at 

Mankassim, who are regarded as the Fathers of the 

Fetish of the Fantee country. They have their 

residence at Mankassim, formerly the head-quarters 

of the Fantee power, and are looked up to as the 

most infallible oracles of the country. No fewer 

than fiye priests minister at the altars of this Great 

Fetish. Their numbers enable them to bring into 

operation a more complicated and better arranged 

machinery for carrying on their tricks, and their 

acknowledged superiority over all other Fetishes, 

and the consequent estimation in which they are 

held by the general body of Fetishmen in the 

country, give them advantages in obtaining infor­

mation, which individual Fetishmen do not ahmys 

possess. They are seldom consulted in the first in­

stance. It is only when the matter is of moment, 

or after other Fetishmen have failed to give satisfac-



150 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON 

tiOD that they are applied to; so that before the 

appeal is made to them, they have enjoyed oppor­

tunities of making themselves acquainted with the 

circumstances of each case, and are fully prepared 

to give their answer. But they take care to sur­

round themselves with every concomitant calculated 

to inspire awe and fear in the minds of those who 

consult them. 

Their temple is a deep gloomy recess of the forest, 

where the overhanging foliage is SO dense, that 

scarcely a single ray of light can penetrate it, and 

where there is no difficulty in concealing the accom­

phces of their artifice. Into thi; den they convey 

their dupes blindfoldcd; and amidst strange un-

• earthly noises, which to the bewildered .enscs of the 

poor terrified idolaters, seem at one time to issue 

from the bowels of the earth, and at another to 

rush through the air, they make their sacrificial 

offerings and invocations to their god, whom they 

have come to consult. The confused ubiquity of 

the dismal sounds which assail the cars, and make 

the hearts of the wretched worshippers quail, is 

accounted for by a band of accomplices being sta­

tioned around, some in holes underground, and some 

among the leafy branches of the tree, and all bellow­

ing out the most hideous and unearthly cries and 

gronns, which a long practice in this villanous de-
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ception has enabled them to utter. When they have 

sufficiently subdued the minds of their unhappy 

victims by this discordant concert, aDd when by 

violent dancing, and wild and convulsive struggles 

they have aroused their god to attention, they pro­

pound to him the object of their visit. It is not 

always, however, upon the first application that he 

will deign a response. This inattention, or rather 

thi" contemptuous neglect of the Fetish, is inter­

preted by the priest in the way most accordant with 

his o\"\'n wishes. The applicants, it may be, are 

told to wait for a more propitious moment, to ob­

serve a religious fast, to appease by offerings the 
evil spirits, or to bestow a richer gratuity upon the 
priests. It matters little to those hard-hearted men, 

that they give their dupes long and fruitless jour­

neys in vain. They know that what is obtained 

with difficulty, is prized proportionably, and they 
take Co're that the favours of their Fetish shall not 

be lightly esteemed. When every penny has been 

got from their victims, which they can, either by 
cajolery or by threats, extort, an answer to their 
petition is resolved upon, and dcli"ered with all 
those imposing artifices which they so well know 
how to assume. 

But although the Braffo Fetish is considered 

morc puwerful, and of a superior order to the other 
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Fetishes of the country, yet its priests assume no 

direction over the conduct of other Fetishmen, who 

each in his particular sphere follows the bent of his 
own inclinations, and the supposed inspiration of 

his idols. Different kinds and degrees of power 

are, however, attributed to different Fetishes. One 

may be celebrated for his success in exorcism, ano­

ther for the detection of a thief and the recovery of 

stolen property, a third for the remo,.al of disease, 

a fourth for making the barren fruitful and so on. 

But no jealousy appears to be excited by such pre­

ferences. The field for imposture is so extensive, 

that there is not ouly a sufficiency of ,~ctims for 

the acknowledged and duly estabfuhed fraternity to 

prey upon; but a numerous host of sectaries, simple 

conjurors, and doctors assume the Fetish character 

as a very efficient shield for all kinds of roguery, 

and make large gains out of the credulity of the 

people. 

Neither is priestcraft confined to the male portion 

of the community. An established order of 
priestesses, or Fetishwomen, still farther swell the 

ranks of these religious barpies. Their practice is 
little different from tbat of the men, with whom 

they are associated in most of the religious cere­

monies. Their principal sphere of action, however, 

is in the Fetish processions and dances, which are 
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greatly enlivened by their peculiar costume, their 

wild gestures, their shrill cries, and their frantic 

passion. The character of these bedlamites is in­

famous in the extreme; their life is one continued 

round of wanton lewdness and debauchery. Under 

the influence of a superstitious frenzy, and in­

flamed by the noise of the Fetish drums, and the 

acclamations of a crowd, they give themselves up 

wildly to all manner of excesses. But we will not 

stain our page with farther detail of the enormities 

of those deluded wretches. Enough has been said 

to convince the reader, that the miserable state of 

moral degradation which we have represented as 

existing among the people cannot have been over­

drawn, seeing that such abominable profanity is not 
only tolerated, but adopted as an essential part of 
their worship. 

- The character of the Gold Coast African, the 

nature of his government, his ideas of justice 
and its administration, his domestic and his social 
relations, his crimrs and his virtues, are all more 

or less influenced by, and e,'en formed upon their 
peculiar superstition. There is scarcely an occur­

rence of life into which this all-pervading element 

does not enter. It gives fruitfulness to marriage; 

it encircles the newly-born babe with its defensive 
H 3 
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conceal the multitude of their broken pledges, or 

save from exposure the hollow tricks by which 

they manage to prop up their tottering faith. 

That a race of men, who are by no means 
devoid of intelligence, and who upon many other 

subjects are perfectly open to reason and to con­

\~ction, should continue, time after time, the 

dupes of such a childish infatuation, can only be 
accounted for b,' man's innate consciousness of 

• 

the helpless nature of his being, and his necessity 
for supernatural assistance; his need, in short, for 

some faith in things unseen, on which to rest 

the anxious burden of his hopes and fears That 

they should trust to such a gross superstition 
is a humiliating proof of man's natural blindness, 
as well as of his vicious and corrupt tendencies. 

That the,' derive some consolation from their faith 
• 

IS not altogether to be denied; but it is a fruitless 

conficknce, ready to be swallowed up in perplexing 

doubts upon any untoward occurrence, and only 
not altogether lost, because nature is not more 
abhorrent of a ,'acuum, than is the mind of man 

of a blank and infidel isolation, 

It is very apparent, however, that with a large 
number of the peoplc-a number, too, daily 

increasing-faith in their Fetish practices is merely 
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nominal, The mo)'e familiar intercourse witb 
Europeans, and the freer interchange of ideas, 

which have marked the last twenty years of 

their relations with each other, as well as the 

effect of missionary teaching, have given an entirely 

new and vigorous impulse to the native mind, 

before which the cherished prejudi~s of ages 

begin to crumble away. The unsatisfact<.ry nature 

of their worship is tacitly admitted; its cheerless, 

deadening influence upon the mind is openly 

acknowledged; the vile cheats of the Fetishmen 

are well understood, and observed with a gloomy 

dissatisfaction, and tbeir punishment by the local 
government, upon conviction jlf some glaring 
imposture, is viewed with a silent and gratified 

delight. But with all this fermrntation going on 

in the depths of society, the lea'"en is not suffi. 

cil'otly diffused for any general expression of feel· 

ing upon the subject. The time for speaking out 

has not yet arri,-ed, Tbe gloomy terrors of tbe 

Fetisb still cast their dark shadows upon minds 

which acknowledge their thraldom, less from 

a dread of the spiritual anathemas, which an 

,,'owed contempt for, and open renunciation of 

a belief in Fetish, might bring upon the renegade, 

than from a well.grounded fear of some vile 
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human agency being employed to satisfy the ven­
geance of the Fetishmen. 

Many, also, among the higher and more intelli­
gent ranks of the natives, who have very little 
faith in the Fetish, acknowledge its value as an 
engine of ciyil government, and give their coun­
tenance and support to it accordingly. These 
men, in our opinion, give strong evidence of 
their political prudence by this course; for there 
cannot be a doubt that, with all its vile im­
postures and foul abominations, it has a most 
salutary restraint upon human conduct, and that 
the removal of this restraint, without the sub­
stitution of such a powerful moral agent as 
Christianity, would at once give loose to the most 
frightful scem'S of a brutal and ferocious anarchy. 
Considerations of this nature suggest to us the pro­
bability of a stage, in the progress of opinion, fraught 
"ith dangers to society of no ordinary magnitude, 
which it will require the whole energies of a govern­
ment possessed of strong physical powerto avert. 

Distrust of Fetish is not necessarily followed by 
th~ adoption of the Christian faith. Indeed, it is 
seen, that at present there is a wide disproportion 
between the number of Fetish renegades and 
Christian converts. It is not difficult to anticipate 
the time, when tills disproportion may be increased 
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token, by a grumbling discontent and an agitated 

alarm on the part of the higher classes, and by an 

uneasy restiveness, and a partial disregard of their 

masters on the part of the slaves, of the breaking 

up of many of those fetters, which time and the' 

right of might had ri"ettcd upon the bodies and 
minds of the peuple. The powerful chief, and the 

wealthy slave-owner alike hold the reins of 

authority with a less confident grasp; and evcn 

the cunning Fctishman' feels that he must lower 

his pretensions, and moderate his extortions if he 

would not see his victim drag him into a court of 

justice. These are certain indications of a new and 

more enlarged class of ideas being generally dif­
fused throughout society, and are the forerunners 
of change. The danger is, that the first taste of 

rmancipation, howrver circumscribed, may be so 

sweet, that an ignorant impatience may hurry men 

mto ,'xcesses, destructi"e of all order. It is on 

this account that government, during the pro­

gress of a re"olutionary spirit of the kind, should 
,trengthen themsch-es for the occasion, as much by 

a skilful and liberal direction of this spirit to 
its legitimate objects by lawful means, as by 

a void and uncompromising resistance and repres­
sion of every illegal act. On this account, also, it 

is that a renunciation of Fetish, by the general 
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cient for all the purposes of good order. But 

daily experience now shows that this system is no 

longer adequate to the present circumstances of 

the people. The government has now to exer­

cise a more extensive and subdivided watchfulness 

over the masses. The obedience which the slave 

formerly unhesitatingly yielded to his master, the 

dependent and feudal retainer to his chief, and the 

general body of the people to their Fetish obser­

\'ances and obligations, concentrated the controlling 

power within such a narrow compass, and, at the 

same time, maintained this power in such perfect 

efficiency, that the government had only to keep a 
watchful eye over these directing influences, in 

order to secure its object, the general order and 
peace of the country. 

If these agents had been content not to abuse 
their authority, the same system would no doubt 

have heen continued in all its original efficiency 

to the present time; but the cause of social pro­

gress would not have advanced with the rapidity 

which their abuse of their privileges has occa­

sioned. The oppressions of masters, the tyranny 
of chiefs, and the extortions of the Fetishman 

having exposed them, on various occasions, to pun­

ishment, their authority fell into contempt; and 

hence arises the necessity of the government to 
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substitute new checks, to replace those restraints. 
which are daily losing some portion of their effi­
ciency. and will soon become obsolete. Happy 

will it be for the Gold Coast population. if the 
government has the wisdom and the power to 
carry them peaceably through such a moral and 
social revolution. Their very docile disposition is 

our surest ground of hope; but we must take care 
to direct this disposition to its legitimate objects. 

by fortitying those minds which arc throwing off 
the yoke of the Fetish with a purer rtligion. 

Intelligent natives, who have the penetration te 

see the tendency of Christian instruction, and the 

other civilizing influences in active operation, 

tremble for the consequences of a struggle be­
tween the two great principles of civilization and 
barbarism, which are beginning to form the 

people into distinct camps. They see the ancient 
landmarks of society disappearing. and attribute 
much of it to the roguery of the Fetishmcn. who, 

by their extortions. have alienated the allegiance of 
the Fetish-worshippers, and have branded the 

whole system with the character of imposture. 
They look for the preserl"ation of order to the re­
formation of the Fetishmen, and would gladly see 
some Luther arise among their ranks, to sweep 

away the abominations which have been heaped 
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upon the primitive simplicity of their worship. 

They feel no enmity to Christiarrity; for they see 
that it inculcates peace, order, and a higher regard 
for the rights of individuals, and for the general 

good. But they have no faith in its becorrring 
the rule of life of the multitude, who can only, 

they think, be kept in check by the power of the 
Fetisb. 

There are a few, again, who would wish to see 
the Christians persecuted and utterly exterminated. 

Thev have no favour for education, and cannot • 
sec the gradual progress of civilization without a 
wish to crush it entirely. These are not so much 
bigoted zealots, as alarmed for an invasion of 
many of their privileges, which the Fetish super­
stition enables them to secure. The Fetishmen 
themsch'cs, with the short-sighted blindness 

natural to a very long practice of low cunning, 
though aware of the necessity, do not seem to 

~ icld much of their pretensions. It appears im­
possible to sbake their faith in the credulity of 
their dupes. This, indeed, is not to be wondered 
at, when we find their own minds, in spite of 
their knowh·dgc of the infamous impositions to 
which the)' have recourse, deeply imbued with a 
sup rstitious dread of the Fetish. The very men 
who have spent a lifetime in obvious and pal-
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pable trickery, seek relief in the same mummeries, 

in their own misfortunes. Can there be a better 

evidence of the doubting principles of a creed like 

this than such a fact? Weak indeed must be the 

confidence, cold the emotions, and spiritless the 

consolations, derived from a source known to be 

based on lying cheats. The knowledge of this 

fact, added to a consideration of the foregoing 

details, will afford us, perhaps, the best clue to a 

proper definition of Fetish, and the hold which it 

occupies on their minds. Dr. Beecham traces the 

polytheism of the natives to the following tradition: 

.. It is believed, that in the beginning of the 

world, God having created three white and three 

black men, with an equal number of women of 

each colour, resolved, in order that they might 

be left without complaint, to allow them to fix 
their own destiny, by giving them the choice of 

good and evil. A large box or calahash was, in 

consequence, placed upon the ground, together with 

a sealed paper or letter. The black men had the 

first choice, who took the calabash, expecting that 

it contained all that was desirable; but upon open­

ing it, they found only a piece of gold, some iron, 

and several other metals, of which they did not 

know the use. The white men opened the paper 
or letter, and it told them everything. 
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"All this is supposed to have happened in 

Africa, in which country it is believed God left 

the blacks, with the choice which their avarice had 

prompted them to make, under the care of sub­

ordinate or inferior deities; but conducted the 

whites to the water-side, where he communicated 

with them every night, and taught them to build a 

small vessel, which carried them to another country; 

from whence, after a long period, they returned 

with various kinds of metchandize, to barter with 

the blacks, whose perverse choice of gold, in pre­

ference to the knowledge of letters, had doomed 

them to inferiority." 

Dr. Beecham adds: "Is tlus notion of the 
judicial degradation of the blacks traceable to 

the curse pronounced upon Ham? And is this 

again confounded with the result of man's pro­

bation in Paradise? Tlu'se are interesting ques­

tions; uut however they may be decided, it is 

certain that in this tradition is to be found the 

source of those superstitions which enthral millions 
of the negro race." 

\Yc suspect that this tradition, which is cor­

rectly given, does not date its origin further back 

than the period of the first acquaintance of the 

natives with the Europeans. It seems to us rather 
a theory formed from the observation of the circum-
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stances of their respective conditions, than the 
• 

fundamental source of their superstitions, which 
must have existed before the tradition, and which 

are to be accounted for, simply by a reference to 
man's natural constitution. Unassisted reason has 

never yet, we believe, led man to entertain just 

conceptions of the being and attributes of the 
true God. The speculations of Plato and of 

Socrates, founded upon an enlightened contem­

plation of nature, approach nearest to the truth; 
but it is manifest that notwithstanding the clear 

evidences of power, harmon\', and unity, which 

they observed in creation, thell' idt>as of God were 
vague and indefinite, and only amounted to a 

plausible conjecture, not to a belief on which 

their minds could securely rest. 

Heathen nations generally have fallen far short 
of the conclusions to which these great logicians 

attained. They have been guided more by their 
spiritual instincts than by reason, and have never 

arrived at the idea of one God, however much the 
forms of expression might lead us to think so. 

The operation of our spiritual instincts is as pow­

erful, though less discriminating tban our physical 

instincts. The feeling of hunger impresses man 
with the belief that there is something provided 

in nature to appease it, and would lead him to 
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~ek to remedy his "ant, even if he were ignorant 

of the nature of food. If he is thirsty, he feels 

that therp must be somewhere a remedy for this 

also. If he is sick, still instinct leads him to look 

for relief amidst nature's stores. In seeking to 

gratify those instincts, he might, it is true, take 

poison for nourishment, and apply remedies which 

would aggravate his disorder, but the instinct 

would still remain, and lead him to a discovery 

of the objects in nature. calculated to satisfy it. 

In like manner, his spiritual instincts urge him 

to look abroad through nature for relief. He feels 

that for them also some provision has been made; 

but he is directed in his search by no certain 
test, and hence the multiplicity of his objects of 

worship. 
Guided by this impulse, the African has stum­

bled into a belief in a mighty, supernatural, and 

intelligent influence, pervading all created things, 

but dormant and unconcerned aLout the affairs 

of men, until by an act of faith and worship, the 
idolater has constituted its special abode for the 

time, aroused its attention, and purchased its 
services, which may be made either subsen;ent 

for a blessing, or instrumental for a curse. 
He is directed in his particular manner of 
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obseryances, cbarms, and spells, to preserve bim 

from sucb attacks, or to rencler them abortive. 

In his mind, and to compare spiritual witb material 

things, the spiritual world may be likened to the 

firmament, with its galaxy of stars, which from 

its otherwise dark surface shoot innumerable 

scintillating rays, each according to its magnitude, 

and from their combined influence diffuse a light 

which pervades space. In like manner, the idolater 

appears to be subjected· to the eyes of an all­
pelTading intelligence, which surrounds him with 

an atmosphere of mysterious combinations, deeply 

affecting his destiny. 
\"hen contemplating the African, under the 

influence of purely sup"rstitious emotions, we have 
nrver been able to remoye from our mind the 

idea that he regarded thl' material world as a 

breathing animated mass, watching him from a 

countless number of sleepless eyes, which kept 

him uncler continual alarm and restraint. Such 

appears to us the nature of the superstition known 

to Europeans under the name of Fetish. If thc 
account which bas been given should fail to leavc 

upon the mind of thc reader a clear and intelligible 

comprehension of the subject, we must plead the 

impussibility of bringing light out of darkn,"', or 

VOL. II. I 
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of escaping entirely from its inherent mystification. 

It is enough for u., if, from a higher vantage­

ground than the idolaters themseh'es possess, we 

have been able to throw upon their benighted 

superstitions a glimmering from our ow~ rush­

light, which may direct other minds more deeply 

versed in the. mysterious operations of the human 

heart, to a lucid solution of it, strange and un­

accountable vagaries. 
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tishmen "go up to inquire". of their idols, after 

,acrifice being made, and unless the response be 

propitiolls, they "ill not engage in it. Renewed 

offerings and sacrifices are made to obtain the 

favour and assistance of their gods, and a promise of 

success. This once secured, they meet their ene­

mies with confidence, relying as much upon the 

protection of their gods as their own bra\'ery. 

After victory, the glory of which belongs to the 

Fetish, they propitiate a ·continuance of his favour 

by sacrificing many of the prisoners taken in war. 

These are considered especially grateful to their 

tutelary gods. This idea seems to arise from the 

belief that, in international wars, the protecting 

deities of one nation are contending against those 

of the other, and are equally interested in the result 

of the w.lrfare \\;th the mortal combatants. 

Ft·tishmcn accompany the warriors to the field,t 

and urge them to deeds of daring and bravery by 

the promise of supernatural aid, and by the in\'o-

'* Has this practice, which has been so generally followed 
by the pagans, been derived from the l\losaic sptem of 
appeal to the Deity; or was. the latter adopted out of regard 

to the natural comtitution of man, and consequent1y unh"er­
sal? ~"e believe tbe latter conjecture to be the true 
solution. 

t Thi~ cu"tom of the rrie~ts attending the army to the 

field is aho of a Yfry ancient dnte.- ride Numbers xxxi, 6. 



110 l1li1 t.I bIe ...... 

-­
$he victoriel;.r ..... 
1118)'. ..III ..... 
dilpnaitioa III dIa~. 
of duty to ... 
times, but BOt .. 

of the gocII of .... 
ilo:DOt ..a, git. up 

to eM 
islllll'illcto 

--" 



THE GOLD COAST. 173 

Treaties of peace and amity are also entered into 

\\ith Fetish ceremonies. Having witnessed several 

of this description at Appollonia, we will here give 

11 short description of them. 

After the capture of the King of Appolloma, 

deputies arrived from neighbouring ·tates to 

~ntt'r into a treaty of peace, and among others 

a party of Assinees. They assembled under a 

large tree in the centre of the town, and seated 

th.-mse],'es in two semi-circles, the Appollonians on 

one hand, and the Assinees on the other. They 

then discussed the different articles of the treaty 

about to be concluded, and evinced the greatest 

anxiety to obtain a very clear and distinct under­

standing on each item. Tweoty of the Appollo­

nian head men then came a little in advance of their 

part), and sat down upon the ground; the Assi­

nees carefully examining their persons, and removing 

from them their kni"es and ornaments, lest they 

should intercept the virtue of the Fetish. They 

next addressed them, repeating the nature of the 

engagement, entering minutely iota the different 

terms of the treaty. \Vhen these were all agreed 

to, which was not done without sundry explana­

tions of the light in which the Appollonians under­

stood them, and which showed that faith was ac­

tually placed in the power of the Fetish by their 
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anxious care not to compromise themselves by an 

im perfect comprehension of their engagements, the 

Fetishman, or priest, of the Assinees produced a 

shell filled with some odious black compound, which 

he mixed and stirred with a piece of stick. He 

then stood up and spread his arms over the Appol­

lonians, and evoked the vengeance of the Fetish 

if they should pro"e faithless to the treaty. After 

his invocation, he was ahout to administer the 

nauseous mixture, when the Appollonians called 

out loudly to the Assinees first to take a little of it 

into the mouth of n few of themselves to convince 

them that there was no poison. Tbis being done, 

they smeared the tongues of tbe pollonians with 

the stuff in the shell, and waved it over the other 

Appollonians standing about, to bring them all 
under the binding of the oatb. A similar prore;s 

was then gone through by the Appollonians admi­

nistering Fetish to the Assinees, and the ceremony 

was at an end. It is not necessarily confined to one 

set form. Upon anotber occasion we saw green 

leaves mixed in a colabllSh with a dark liquid, used 

as th,> sacred draught. The bead men took a little 

of it into their mouths, and the remainder was 

sprinkled over the multitude standing round.t 

• Here, again, we would appear to have fallen in with an 
aocient observance &odus xxiv, 8. .. And Moaea took 

• 
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In their judicial procce'dings, also, the Fetish 
clement predominates. \Ve haye already adyerted 
to the Edum draught, which is administered to 

discover guilt; many other ordeals are also had 

n'course to, for a. the constitution of the African 
mind leads the people to attribute misfortune and 
death to supernatural causes, they are constantly 
employing Feti,h practices to discover the guilty. 

An instance of this description occurred near 
Anamaboe, about sixteen years ago, which will 

serve as an illu.tration. At the village of Aggrty­
fooah, a man of the name of Yow Nacoon, was 
.eized with a lingering illness which seemed to set 
at defiance all the nostrums of the doctors and 
Fctishmen. Eggs had been bespattered about the 
door-posts, strings anel rags had been hung up to 
the branche, of his Fetish-tree in the yard, the 

,·mpty bottle suspended over the door-way harl 
been appealt·rl to, charms had been tied about his 
person, ,tones encircled with rags and feathers, 

bread besmeared with palm-oil, yams nailed to the 
ground with stakes, and white fowls sacrificed, all 
to appease the evil spirit, and in vain-he died. 

The Abrah Fetish was consulted, with the \;ew 

the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold 
the blood of the co\'ennnt, \\ hich the Lord hath made with 
you respecting 0.11 these words.'" 

I 3 
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the lot should fall upon them. They now ca1'l'ied 

the body to the village, and passed round in the 

same manner aU the houses of the guilty division. 

The brarers at last halted involuntarily before one 

of the houses, where of course the murderer was 

declared to be. AU the inmates of the house were 

now subjected to a similar ordeal, and the spirit 

compelled the bearers tl) fall at the feet of an old 

man named Cogo Fee, who was unanimously pro­

nounced a wizard.· He was drowned at night by 

the hrad men of the ,~llage; and the knowledge of 

this circumstance did not come to the ears of the 

English authorities until fourteen years afterwards, 

when all the circumstances were fully confessecl, 

and the perpetrators condemned to imprisonment 

for a number of years. Of course it had been 

previously arranged who the victims of this ordeal 

shDuld be, and the bearers bad been instructed to 

act accordingly. 

Witchcraft is a crime whicb entails by the Ali·i­

can laws not only death upon tbe witch 01' wizard, 

but death or bondage upon their relations also. It 
is chieHy discovered by the Fctishmen, who suit 

'* \Ve have, in the Old Testament, a trial by lot, of a 
similar description. descending from tribes to Camili!: .. and 

indi\;duals, although we have no account of the process.­
Vidt Jo!hua vii, 16, 17. 18. 19. 
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thIs treatment, the woman poured out a libation of 

rum before her Fetish, and invoked its wrath upon 

the aggressor's family. Since that time, six memo 

lJers of his family had died, and a se,'enth was 
• 

labouring under a mortal disease at the time he 

made his complaint. These misfortunes he attri. 

buted to the woman's curse, and he pleaded that 

shu ought to be delivered up to him in the fust 

plae' as his ,law, and in the next, that he might 

depril'" her of hl'r Fetish. Nothing could exceed 

thp earnestness with whieh he pleaded his cause, 

and the superstitious terrors under which he was 

labouring were evidenced in the tremor of his 

;Icel'nt" and in the heavy drops of perspiration 

which rained down from his face. 
Th,' woman acknowledged that she was his slal'e, 

and that her daughter and four children were still 

ill lJandagc at his house at Akim. It was six 

~ rar since she ,'scaped from that country flying 
fo,' her life, She admitted having invoked her 

Fetish to curse her master's house in the heat of 

l1<'r passion; but it was a long time ago, She did 

1I0t, howe"cr, appear to deny that she beliend the 

misfortunE's of his house to be owing to the anger 
of hl'r Fetish, Indeed, there lVas visible in her 

deportment an 'Ii," of satisfied triumph in the pO""r 

of it. She pm) .. d with great earnestness, that ,he 
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might not be deprived of it, as she obtained her 

living by its assistance. It was represented to her, 

that she had been at least guilty of the murder of 

the heart, as she had faith in the efficacy of her 

Fetish when she invoked the curse upon her mas­

ter; and that while he as well as herself enter­

tained tlus belief, it was not proper that she 

should be allowed to keep such a dangerous 

Fetish. It is very difficult to deal with such cases 

as these, as it is utterly impossible to reason with 

them upon the subject. 

In the present case, it was arranged that the 

Fetish should be taken from the woman, and that 

she should be free from her m ter. But it was 

not sufficient to deprive her of the Fetish alone; 

the Akim man wished it to be delivered to him, 

that he might carry it back to his country, and 

appease its wrath, by worshipping it and sacrificing 

to it, in order that the curse might be removed. 

Without it, in fact, he considered himself lost, as 

he believed that unless he had the opportunity of 

appeasing it, he himself and all his family would 

inevitably perish. Advantage was taken of this 

feeling to obtain the freedom of the woman's 

family, and the Fetish was to be delivered up to 

him, only upon their being immediately restored 

to the woman free. He eagerly consented to tbis 
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arrangement, but the woman seemed to prefer the 

Fetish to her children, and it was onIy by compul­

sion that she relinquished it. Her daughter nnd 

her four grand-children were handed over to her 

\\~th certificates of freedom, and the Fetish was 

gin'n to the Akim man. 

Some idea may be formed of the effect of this 

super,tition upon their minds, when it induced 

this man t'l part \\~th five slaves and to trayel a 

distolOce of more than. a hundred miles to get 

po»ession of the Fetish, and led the woman to 

esteem it of more value than her children. It 
was brought into court carefully coyered over with 

a white cloth, which, on being removed, gave to 

vi .. w a brass pan containing a lump of clay with 

parrot's feathers stuck in it. 

With this dread god, the poor man went away 

greatl)· reliel-ed in mind; but the awe-struck 

manner in which he placed it on his servant', 

head showed with wbat a superstitious fear h .. 
handled it; while tbe woman, now reconciled to 

the sacrifice which she had made, consoled herself 

with the belief that Yaukumpon" would direct her 
in the selection of a new Fetish. It may be thouf!ht 

absurd in an European to entertain such cases at 
all, hut unI,'ss Wt' were to hear them, they would 

.. God. 
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by their sale had been paid to the party the purse 
was stolen from, after a deduction of five pounds 
for his own trouble. He acknowledged that he 
had no evidence whatever of the boy's guilt, nor 
even of the existence of the purse alleged to be 
stolen, except such as he had obtained by conjuring. 
He was desired to sbow how he proceeded in this 
matter; and he coolly took out from a pouch which 
he carried at his side six leathern thongs, and 
thr('\\, them upon the Boor, saying, these had gi"en 
him the information. He was ask,d in what 
manner, and he proceeded to twi,t the thong>, anci 
to place the ends of them in a cunfuscd heap, and 
having done so, said that they were now speaking 
to him, and still telling him that tbe boy was the 
thief. Being asked if he thought we could hear 
what the thongs were saying, he answerL'<i that we 
might, if we would look at them in the right way; 
upon which, we pretended to examine tbem curi­
ously, and then said, that we now understood them, 
but that they did not speak the same languagt· to 
us as to him. He asked what they said, and was 
told that they commanded him, the Fctishmnn, to 
be immediately tied up and Hogged with them, as 
a cheat and an impostor. 

This sentence, which appeared to give great satisfac­
tion to a crowd of people assembled in court, was 
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carried into effect, and the Feti~hman recei"ed two 

dozen lashes with his oracular thongs. The woman 

and hrr children were moreover redeemed, the Fetish­

man and his accomplices having been compelled to 

make restitution. Mter this, he decamped from that 

part of the country as speedily as possible, much 

crest-fallen, but onlv, we believe, to renew his cheats 
• 

in another district, which the report of his treatment 

had not reached. In cases of this dcscliption, 

they may possibly have . some grounds of suspi. 

cion, but frequently not, and they are directed to 

their victims by their utter helplessness. 

In the case of suspicion of adultery, the woman 

is carri(·d before the Fetishman, and required to 

pro"e her innocence by an ordeal not dissimilar to 

that required by the Levitical law.'" The bitter 

draught which she is gi"en to drink is supposed to 

have the power of bursting her belly in the event 

of guilt, and the terror of such an ordeal frequently 

leads to confession. Com'iction of this crime with 

a king's wife is followed by death; and the original 

law appears to have contemplall'd this punishment 

generally, hut pecuniary compensation is now the 

practice generally of thc country. 

\Y" find the natives keeping general feasts at 

stated timcs, which are likewise a part of their 

* Numbers xxxi. 11 . 
• 
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religion, and are attended by a great "ariety of 

ceremonious observances. The priests compute the 

time of their approach, and summon the people to 

prepare themselves to observe them. National 

sacrifices and offerings of the first-fruits of harvest 

are invariably malje, before the kings or people 

presume to make use of the new crop; and in 

addition to this general solemnity, every individual 

makes separate offerings for himself and family 

upon the day that they first eat of it. About the 

same time that this ceremony is oh rved, it is 

customary for all the males to parade them,elves 

through their villages, and to clear tbe paths 

Itading to their Fetish groves. - During these 

processions, the)" sing aloud the praises of the 

deities of the country. 

They arc also in the hahit of propitiating the 

gods of the sea to give them abundance of fish in 

seasons of scarcity. This duty principally devolves 

upon the women, who, marshalled by a numerous 

body of Fetishwomen dressed in white, carry green 

branches in their hands, and go singing and 

dancing through the streets. During this cere­

mony, the)" call upon their gods to send them the 

* Has this custom any connection with the Jewish ordi. 
nance for all the males to appear before the Lord ?-V" 
Deuteronomy xvi, 16. 
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blessings of " fish, corn, and peace;" and the wild 
clamour of their sbrill voices is heard at n great 
distance, as tbey continue shouting out, in a musical 
chorus, this ;hort prayer. At tbe same time, tbe 
principal Fetisbwomen throw beave-offerings of 
corn bread, mixed witb palm oil, upon all the 
rock, and principal Fetishes. In seasons of drougbt, 
too, tbey obseITe a somewbat similar practice; but 
if rain is long witbheld, tbey go dircct to the 
BTaffo F,·tisb in a grand procession, and seck the 
inh'rcessiou of tbe priests by offerings and sacri­
tices. 

Great ,·irtue to; supposed to reside in one of the 
principal Fetishes of Cape Coast, especially in the 
matt,'r of making the sea propitiOlls for their fish­
ing; and upon the occasion of the death of an olrl 
Fetishman who ministered at this altar, we remem­
h .. r having Seen his body, which was tightly bound 
up in palm-lea"es, dragged by a long rope along 
the b,'ach and through the breakers, surrounded 
and followed by a numerous crowd of howling 
worshippers, who had implicit faith in the power 
of the dead Fetishman to give them an abun­
danL"C of fish. 

Tbel' divide time into weeks, months, and the , 

,,'asons of the yrnr. The division of the week into 
cven dal's, for which the,' h,,'e distinct names, 

• • 
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appears to bave always prevailed among tbem, as 

well as tbe observance of one of those days as a 
• 

sabbath of rest. The fishermen have set apart 

Tuesday for their day of rest, while the bushmen 

or agriculturists observe Friday. But in addition 

to this general ordinance, each indi\~dual is in the 

habit of paying great respect to the day of the 

week on which he was born. On it he dresses 

himself with more than ordinary care, abstains 
• 

from all manner of business, and employs it in a 

more close observance of his Fetisb. They have 

no means of computing a serit', uf years, and can 

only reckon their age by a referCllce to collateral 

events. In tbe time of the African Committee, 

the regularity of the arrival of store-ships annually 

for the forts, afforded them the nearest approach 

to the enumeration of time; and during that period, 

it was customary to say that a person was so many 
store.ships old. 
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CHAPTER VIlI 

Nati\'e marriages - Betrothals - Description of n young 
virgin-African marriage 'cards-Causes of divorce­

Eos-Iaying nature of the marriage contract-Curious 

custom observed in reference to girls-Observances at 
the naming of a child-African names-African 100"ers­

Curiou~ case of disappointed affection-11urder of a wife 

and children-The story of Adjuah Amissah-Circum. 
ci~ion-Customs for the dead-Expensive observances­

The came of ~la\'Cry-Law5 respecting inheritunce­

Day of annual remembrance -Extraordinary 5cene­
Human sacrifices in Ashantee and Dahomey-Custom 

made for Go\"ernor Maclean. 

IT has been stated, that native contracts of 
marriage are made by the payment of a certain 

sum to the relations of the bride." Tlus sum 

• In this we have another instance of resemblance be­
tween the custom! of the African and the patriarchal age ;­
.. Ask me never so much dowry nnd gift, and I will giye 

according as ye say unto me; but give me the damsel to 
wife." -Genesis xxi\'. ) 2. 

• 
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Cpon arrival at the age of marriage, which in 

this precocious country takes place about the 

thirteenth year, the girl is dressed out with most 

extraordinary can' in rich silks, borrowed in many 

instances for the occasion. Her hair is completely 

cO\'ered with golden ornaments, consisting of 

doubloons, sO\'ereigns, figures of serpents, fish, 

alligators, and crosses. Chains of gold hang down 

over her bosom, which is left uncovered, and her 

tawny skin is exquisitely· painted in very delicate 

lines of white chalk, giving her the appearance 

of having on a tightly fitting vest of the finest 

lace. ,\rmlcts and anklets of gold encircle her 

wrists and feet, while the silk robe extending from 

the waist to the ankle is gracefully fitted over a 

neat bustle, and compressed by means of a broad 

silk girdle around h('r loins. There is often an 

appearance of great clegance in the naked simpli­

city of this attire, well suited to set off to advan-
• 

tage the trim little figures of the young virgins, 

whose delicate features, sparkling eyes, beautiful 

teeth, soft velwty skin, and fine rounded breasts, 

greatly add to the charm of their appearance. 

There is, especially at this early age, an air of 

grace, of lively gaiety and effeminate softness, about 

the young African girl, which gives to her move-

VOL. II. K 



tile 
baOyut 
the gWjoJG..-" _ 
A._ ........ 

paraded .. 
aflllr 

... Ol' ..ahet, 





IllS 

...... weIl ... 
aad, 

lB. II .. .... 
_It often pnIIIIIe .. .. 
and bide IB ..beret _Uf it 
c:aIled tile ...... .., 
lef4uiredto prgd_ 
Tbia «bN 10 die 
die Ji'uebmd it 
tioIIi and tile 



THE GOLD COAST. 197 

children of her own, regards the offspnng of her 

maid as her own progeny.· 

Among the poorer classes the man and the 

woman sometimes live together, without any dowry 

having been paid, or only a single bottle of rum for 

1:he friends to drink upon the occasion. In such 

cases, the husband generally resides with the family 

of his wife, and gives his services to eke out the 

means of their common subsistence. Owing to 

the little community o( interest between husband 

and ,,;fe, to which we have already adverted in our 

general ,;ew of the construction of society, and 

which lcuds them to consider themselves indivi­

dually as members of distinct families, separations 

arc of frequent occurrence, and easily made; the 

wife, under such circumstances, invariably returning 

with her children to her mother's family. 

The causes of this separation arc various. If 

the husband neglect his wife for a length of time 

to bestow his favours upon a rival, or grossly mal­

treats her, sbe may leave him without making 

restitution of her dowry;t but if she has become 

* Of this we have also instances in the ScriptuTc!:I. Sarai 

and Hogar, Leah and Zilpab. Rachel and Bilhab. Hanunh 
and Pcninnah. 

t F.xndus xxi, 10, II. 
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tired of the connection, and wishes to leave bim 

without cause, she is compelled to repay him the 

original dowry paid for ber, with all other expenses 

and presents, which he may bave made; and if 
she has children, she has to pay bim four ackies 

and a half (228. 6d.) for every child which she 

has bore to him, as a reward for his proper tillfil­

ment of the connubial duties. This latter part of 

tbe arrangement is often compromised, by tbe 

mother allowing her sons to remain with tbeir 

father; but in this case he has no pecuniary claim 

upon them, and cannot sell or pawn them. 

Sometimes, not being able to make restitution 

of the expenses made by her hl ,band on her ac­

count, she leaves her cbildren in pawn to bim for 

the amount; and they are obliged to serve him, 

until this sum, with 50 per cent of interest, bas 

been made good. From causes like this, children 

have often become pawns and slaves in their 

father's house for life, and bave descended as such 

to tbose who have succeeded him in tbe family 

inberitance. Connubial infidelity is punished by 

fine or damages awarded to the husband, which 

vary according to the rank of the individual from 

£1 to £10; and where polygamy prevails to such 

an extent, such a crime is of frequent occur-
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rence. Indeed, many husbands make a trade of 
the frailty of their wives, and encourage them in 
their infidelity. But if tbe wife and the adulterer 

should prefer to live together, the latter may obtain 
her as his wife, by the payment of the husband's 
expenses on her account, without any additional 
compensation for the injury. 

This arrangement, however, still leaves the wife 
liable to her new husband for tbis sum; and she 
cannot separate from him without making restitu­
tion. Even the death of the wife does not release 

her family from the debt of the dowry, wbich has 
either to be repaid to the husband, or another wife 
substituted by them in her place, upon whom the 
same debt in like manner devolves. And as her 
family are not released by her death; so neither is 
she at liberty to return to tbem upon the death of 

her husband. U nIess she can pay to his successor 
the debt of dowry, she is compelled to become his 
wife also. The brother thus frequently becomes 
the husband of a brother's wife, or a nephew of 
his uncle's, according to the order of succession. 
A decent interval, however, is allowed to elapse 
before this second marriage is consummated, and 
sometimes the successor does not not seem in­
clined to marry her at all; but if another should 
have intercourse with her in the meantime, 
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damages are exacted as if she had been really 
married.* 

It is thus seen, that the wife in this part of 

Africa is regarded by the husband in the light of 
a pawn or pledge for the repayment of the money 

given to her family as dowry; and when we con­

sider with what great facility the husband can add 
to the amount of the original dd,t, by other ex­

penses incurred either by his wife or children, we 

readily perceive the very enslaving nature of the 
marriage contract. We have been thus particular 

in describing the laws regulating marriage, as it 
will afford the reader an opportunity of seeing how 

deep are the foundations of African slavery, since 

they are consequent upon the .. ery propagation of 
the race. 

A curious custom, originating in the super­
stitious belief of the people, prevails among them, 

in reference to a girl after conception. As soon as 
it becomes generally apparent that she is with 

child, her friends and neighbours set upon her, 
and drive her to the sea, pelting her with mud, 

• By a reference to the thirty-eighth chapter of Genesis, 
the render bas a good illustration of this practice; and 
even ill the meeting of Judah with his daughter-in-law. 
Tamar. he has before him an account of circumstance 
which might occur any day UpOD. the coast of Africa. 
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Rnd covering her with dust. During this operation. 

they abuse her 'l'ehemently; and conclude the 

ceremony by tumbling her over among the waves. 

She returns unmolested to her house; and the 

Fctishwoman binds charms of strings and parrot's 

feathers about her wrists, ankles, and neck, mut­

tering a dark spell all the while, to keep away bad 

luck and evil spirits. Without passing through 

this ordeal, they believe that her childbirth would 

be unfortunate. 

It is considered very disgraceful to utter any 

cry of impatience during the pains of labour. The 

African mother must endure the pangs of nature 
j 

with a stoical indifference, if she would not incur 

the taunts and reproaches of her neighbours. 

Upon those occasions, they make use of stools, 

such as were employed by the Hebrew and 

Egyptian women of old, and are generally sur­

rounded by a crowd of visitors. 

After childbirth, the mother remains unclean for 

seven days; and continues "in the blood of her 
purification," for even a longer period than was 
pn:.,cribed by the Levitical law. After the first 

seven days, during which she can touch nothing 

without rendering it unclean, she is permitted to 
attend to ordinary affairs within doors, but she 

cannot go from home, or take part in 

K 3 
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mony, until the period of her purification be com­

pleted. She then makes her sacrifice and offerings 

to her Fetish, is afterwards dressed out with 

extraordinary care, with a profusion of golden 

ornaments and rich cloths, and pays visits to her 
friends. On these occasions, she is accompanied 

by a band of singing women, who sing a song of 

thankfulness for her safe delivery. In these songs 

they express their gratitude, not only to the Fetish, 
but to all the inhabitants, considering that she is 
indebted in part to them for her recovery; for, 

inasmuch as no ill-luck had befallen her, it is 
evident that no one had wished her harm or be­

witched her, or given her up to the vengeance 

of their Fetishes. The verv cordial manner in • 
which they are in the habit of expressing their 

thanks to the individuals upon whom they make 

calls, perfectly conveys the impression, that they 
really belicve themselves under the greatest obliga­
tions for their good-will and forbearance, of which 

they have sufficient proofs in the mere absence of 

misfortune. 

Eight days after birth the child receives its 

name from its father, who proceeds with some 

f"iellds to the house of the mother, if she does 
not reside in the same house with himself, which 

rarely is the case at such " time, as she almost 
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invariably returns to her mother's house at this 

r.ritical juncture. The father and his friends seat 
themselves in a circle at the gate of the house. 

The child is then brought out, and handed to 
him. After a short address and blessing, he 
bestows a name upon it, calling it generally after 
some deceased relation, or some particular friend 
still living, who assists at the ceremony, which 
consists in squirting a little rum from his mouth 

into the child's face. !Jibations are then poured 
out to the Fetish to propitiate his favour for the 
child, and the christening concludes with a jubilee 
among the friends. In addition to this name, 
however, the child takes another from the moment 
of its birth, derived from the day of the week on 
which it was boro. These arc for: 

MALES. FEMALES. 

Sunday Quasbie Accoossunh 
:llooday Cudjoe Adjuah. 

Tue,day Quabino Abo.bah. 

",. ednesday Quacoc Eccooah. 

Thursday Quow Abbah. 

Friday Cofee Eft'ooah. 

Saturday Quamino Ambah. 

Until the child has arrived at an age to be of 

orne use to its father in carrying on his occu­
pation, whatever it may be, he gives himself very 
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little anxiety about its training. He may occa­
sionally be seen nursing it, and amusing himself 
with its prattle, beguiling an indolent hour in this . 

manner; but more frequently he leaves it entirely 

to its mother's care. 
It is thus brought up, principally, in the society 

of women and grown-up peopl.·, who place no 
restraint upon their conversation on account of 

its presence; but, on the contrru: . speak and act 
as if their words and actions could have no effect 

upon its mind, and were not understood. It 
thus becomes familiar with thoughts, feelings, 

passions, and actions with aston' bing precocity, 
and frequently startles us a, c.ften by its dis­

gusting language, indicati"e of the foul pictures 
of life become familiar to it< mind, as by its 

old-fashioned conceits of worldly wisdom. If the 
parents be engaged in agricultural pursuits, in 
whieh the man and the woman alike take a part, 
they are always accompanied to their plantations 

by their child, who has a small hoe placed in 
its hand to assist in the labour, at an age when its 

serl;ces can be of little moment. In like manner, 
even before it can handle any implement, it is 
carried about everywhere on its mother's back, 

seated upon n large bustle, and strapped round 

her by her upper garment. Thus roughly cradled, 
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it is inured to all weathers and every kind of 

hardship, being carried about by the mother, 

whether she be engaged in carrying water from 

the pond, firewood from the forest, corn or 

vegetables to the market-in grinding her corn, 

or in hawking her petty merchandize through 

the streets. 

This rude nursing is, generally speaking, so 

severe, that a very large per centage of children 

die in infancy. Those who escape this fate, 
undergo a variety of diseases incident to their 

mode of nurture, and until the ages of five or six 

years, their health seldom appears confirmed. A 

woman has seldom more than six or seven children, 
although we have known instances of as many as 

a dozen; but the average does not, at all events, 

exceed five, and of these, perhaps, no more than 

two or three arrive at maturity. 

If the father be a fisherman, his child is to be 

seen at sea "ilh him in his frail canoe, and 

handling a paddle, which he has as yct scarcely 

the strength to lift. Indeed, no sooner are the 
senses of the ehild awakened to the realities of life, 

than it becomes initiated into all the practical 

concerns which occupy the very limited attcntiun 
of the parents; and as these arc confined to the 

necessities, habits, and customs of a very simple 
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and primitive mode of life, its education is readily 
and almost intuitively acquired. 

Marriage takes place at an early age. The 
enjoyments of the African being chiefly of an 
animal nature, he delivers himself up to the 
gratification of his passions, unrestrained by any 
considerations except those of an irresolute pru­
dence, which forms but a frail safeguard for 
virtue. Their frequent dances and merry-makings 
in the streets on moonlight nights, their often­
recurring seasons of Fetish festivities, and their 
nightly serenadings, in all of which the males and 
females indiscriminately take a part, afford oppor­
tunities of forming liaisons which often disconcert 
the best-laid matrimonial scbem. There is in­
deed a freemasonry among the young, "which 
begets a mutunl understanding, wbich laughs at 
bolts and bars and all manner of restrictions, and 
compresses, into a few stolen moments, tbe sorrow­
ful tale of kindred bearts. 

It has sometimes been remarked, that the 
Africans are insensible to the tender passion, or 
that witb tbem it merely amounts to instinctive 
indulgence. We by no means agree with this 
view of the case. Their love may, it is true, 
be unaccompanied by the romance, and sentiment, 
and refinement, whicb form the great charm 

• 
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of European attachments and of poetical descrip­

tion; but it is frequently distinguished by an 

order and a constancy full of distracting fears 

and doubts, and seeks its gratification, regardless 

of the greatest sacrifices. The African rushes 

into battle, shouting the name of his lady-love 

to inspire him to deeds of daring; the canoeman 

gives additional vigour to the stroke of his paddle 

at the mention of her name; the weary hammock­

bearer plucks up a new spirit through the same all­

powerful spell, and the solitary wayfarer beguiles 

the tediousness of his journey by a song in her 
praise. \Vhile seated round our watch-fires at 

Appollonia, we have frequently listened with a 
pleased attention to the fond pictures of home 
and love, on which their imaginations were wont 

to dwell, calling up ideas of increased fondness 

and attachment on the part of sweethearts and 
wives, from the dangers which they had encoun­

tered, the prevailing sentiment in the minds of 

the speakers being that of the swarthy Moor, 

"She lO\'ed me for the dangers I had pass'd, 
And I loved her. that she did pity them." 

• 

The obstacles thrown in the way of the union 

of 10"CTS, occasionally lead to very disastrous con­
sequences. \Ve will mention an instance of this 

• 



1108 

IIHllt apt.. up 

reached his ean, aDd be 

whicb moat 
Tbe JIO'A' Pi 

JII'!Iy.s l bat be 
of crt. 



THE GOLD COAST. 209 

harshness and cruelty. It did not appear that 

any improper intercourse had taken place between 

the loyers; but the jealous fears of the husband 

would not allow him to believe them innocent. 

He persecuted his wife with great bitterness, and 

at last stripped her of her garments, and turnee! 

her out into the streets to be the laugh and scoff 

of her neighbours. 
This treatment was more than she could bear. 

She went to her lover, reproached him as being 

the cause of her great misery, and besought him, 

swearing a great oath by the chiefs of the country, 

by Sir Charles M'Carthy and by the Fetish, to put 

an end to her sorrows and her misery, by shooting 
her, and afterwards killing himself. Highly ex­

asperated, at seeing the state to which the object 
of hi, affections was reduced, and giving way in an 

evil moment, to the influence of the passions which 

had so long been consuming hiro, he rushed into 
hi. bouse, seized his musket, and shot the wretched 

girl through the hcart. He then took a knife and 

cut his own throat; but the wound not being 
mortal, he was brought to the hospital at Cape 

Coast, where he recovered only to be tried for the 
murder, and afterwards to be hanged-a fate, 

perhaps, scarcely merited, when we consider the 
aggravated nature of the feelings under which he 



• 

210 EiGHTEEN YEARS ON 

committed the rash act. It ended the miseries of 
a life for ever clouded by the gloomy horrors of an 

unfortunate attachment. 

Another victim of the laws, which regulate the 
system of human pawns, was guilty of a shocking 

murder, the result also of outraged affection. 
Having incurred a debt, he undertook to place his 

wife and child in pawn to his creditor, provided he 

was not able to pay it by a certain day. As the 

time approached, and he saw no means of satisfying 
the demands upon him, without the fulfilment of 
his cruel agreement, he shrank from the thought 
of giving over into the custody of another, those 

who were naturally so dear to him. Under the 
influence of the harrowed feelings, to which this 

idea gave rise, he stabbed his wife and child, and 

then laid violent hands upon himself. 

The fame of Adjuah Amissah, a native of Cape 
Coast, is still kept fresh in the memory of the 

natives, by the songs which they sing in honour of 

her death. People are still alive, who remember 
the great beauty which hurried her to an early 

grave. She became the object of a devouring 

passion on the part of a young man of Cape 

Coast. Her relations, considering that her charms 
authorized them to expect a better alliance, refusffl 

to admit his addresses. This rejection so preyed 
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~pon the mind of the disappointed lover, that his 

became insupportable, and he determined to 

himself to his passion. Hc resolved, bow­

ever, that Adjuah Amissah's family should dearly 

rue having spurned his suit, and in the spirit of 

an inextinguishable vengeance he shot himself, 

attributing his death to his unrequited love, and 

invoking his family to retaliate it upon his 
• 

murderess. 
It is the principle of the Fantee law, to visit the 

cause of such a calamity with a similar retribution, 

and when a person puts himself to death, "upon 
the head of another," as they express it-that is, 

attributes the cause of his act to another's conduct 
-that other is required to undergo a like fatc. The 

family of the unhappy girl endeavoured to (1\'ert 

this fatc by offering to pay a large sum in gold; 

but nothing but her death would satisfy the 

vengeance of the youth's relations, and they ap­

pealed to the native authorities to vindicate their 
laws. All the mercy which could be extrnded to 

Adjuah Amissah, was to allow her a few days to 
lament with hel' friends her untimely end, and to 
have a silver bullet put into thc musket with 

which she was compelled to deprive herself of life. 

She employed the few days of respite, in singing 
• 
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country, and especially at Dixcove, they are not 

allowed to come into the house, or even to the 

town; small huts being erected for them in the 

bush, where they remain until the period of puri­

fication. 

Circumcision is practised among the natives of 

Accra. This rite is performed about the age of 

tweh'e or thirteen, the time observed by the 

descendants of Ishmael. They can give no other 

account of the origin of this practice, than that 

it had always been the custom of their an-
• 

cestors. 

The ceremonies observed upon occasions of 

death occupy a large portion of their attention. 

In view of this event, the head of a family sum­

mons around his death-b('d his relations. He in­

structs them about the state of his affairs, and 

how his propert)' was acquired, and how to be dis­

posed of. He j, most particular to furnish tbem 

with proofs respecting the acquisition of his pawns 

and ,laves, mentions the names of the witnesses 

to the transactions, the circumstances under which 

they took place, and the sums paid for them, in 
order that his successor may be enabled to defend 

• 

his rights, in the e\'ent of their attempting to ob­

tain their liberty or redemption at the death of 

their master. He also recounts the names of his 
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debtors, with the sums which they owe to him, as 

well as the debts whieh he owes to others. - His 
death-bed declarations, made in the presenoe of 
responsible witnesses, are always received as evi­
dence in the event of litigation afterwards. Hav­
ing made these arrangements, he calmly resigns 
himself to death, apparently unconcerned about a 
future state. 

No sooner has the breath left the body than a 

loud wailing lamentation is heard proceeding from 
the house. The women rush intn the streets with 
disordered dress and dishe"elled hair, and utter 
wild sobbings and bursts of grief. There is some­
thing peculiarly heart-rending in the mournful 

accents of their voices. We have seen a 

mother suddenly bereaved of her child per­
fectly frantic "~th despair, violently beating her 
breast, and uttering such sharp agonizing screams, 

as the most acute bodily suffering could alone 
seem fit to elicit. The sting of a serpent, or tbe 
application of some horrible instrument of torture, 

• TIle manner in which Jacob on his death-bed instructs 

his SODS re@pecting the nature of their right to the cave in 
the field of Machpelab. which Ab,ullD bo~ght with the 
field of Epbron the Hittite, from the children of Rolh, ia 
an excellent illU!tratiOD of the custom upon the Gold Cout. 
- Vide Geneaia xlix. 28, 32. 
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could not produce more excruciating distortions 

than we behold them suffering, while writhing 

under the first stroke of their bereavement. Nature 

cannot long endure this vehemence of grief, and 

gradually they subside into a low monotonous 

dirge, broken by painful fits of sobbing and fresh 

bursts of uncontrollable anguish. Sometimes they 

lie low on the ground, unconsciously paddling with 

their fingers in the dust! and moistening it with 

their tears, without any interruption to their low 

monotonous wail. 

Again they wander through the streets, regard­

less of every person about them, and entirely 
absorbed in their grief, which they vent in a loud, 

sorrowful, and sometimes defiant tone, as if they 

dared anyone to gainsay their right to be perfectly 

miscmble. The Mrican seems to understand well 
the hopelessness of administering consolation, until 

the first paroxysm of grief be past. They pity 
and respect the mourner, but never obtrude a 

word of sympathy or comfort until the first natural 

impulse of the heart has had time to assuage 
itS'lf. 

The fl'pose of night is often startled by the 
mourners thus going about the street; and while 
those on whom the afilietion presses most heavily 

arc delil'ering themselves up to the unrestrained 
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expression of their SOITOW, other relations are 

washing the corpse, and preparing it for the 

funeral obsequies. It is dressed out with great 
care in the richest robes of tbe deceased, and 

adorned with a variety of golden ornaments and 
beads. Thus apparelled, it is then propped up in 
a chair or sofa, and is ready to receive the visits 

of those wbo come to do the honours of its burial. 

Spirits and food are placed upon a table before it, 
and a close observation is necessary to satisfy one 

that life is extinct, so closely do the alTangements 

resemble the ordinary occasions of sbow and fes­

tivity, which he was wont to observe in his life­

time. 

Relations, friends, and neighbours crowd to the 
house of mourning, and consider it necessary on 

their near approach to join in the universal wail. 
They speak to and address the dead, sometimes in 
accents of reproach for leaving them; at others, 
beseeching his spirit to watch over and protect 

them from evil. It is chieOv women who till the 
• 

chamber of death. The men generally seat them-
selves outside, and until the funeral custom is 

commenced, take no very active part in the pro­

c{'<'dings; but the females, whether relatives or 

not, are very loud in their lamentations, and appa­

rently deeply affected by the event. They appear 
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to h"'e at ready command an abundant supply of 

tears, which stream down their cheeks without 
intermission while they continue in the house, but 

which give place to smiles and laughter and the 

greatest unconcern as soon as they have turned 
their backs upon the scene. 

It is customary for friends and acquaintances to 

bring presents to tbe relations of the deceased, to 
assist them in performing the funeral ceremonies , 
in a becoming manner. These presents consist of 

gale!, nlm, cloths, and powder; and the more 

wealthy add fowls, a sheep, or a goat, and some­
times a bullock. Each succeeding party, as it 
arriYes, commences a rapid discharge of mus­
ketry, ac(·omp.nied by the beating of drums and 
dancing; and ha\~ng expended their ammunition, 
they take up their station in the yard of the house, 
or in some com'enient place near it selected for the 

purpose, and join in the songs, the dances, and 
general fcstil'it)· which mark the occasion. The,e 

saturnalia often last for days and wl'eks, and are 
att<"Dded with scenes of great drunkcnness and 
confusion. They represent that they arc intended 
to di,tract the mind, of the mourners, and to 

deaden the impression of grief; but we often hear, 
in the midst of all this noise, the wailing accents 
of thc real mourner, who, seated in some obscure 

VOL. n. L 
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comer of the house, pours forth a continuous 
dirge, descriptive of tbe heavy loss sustained, of 

tbe good qualities of tbe deceased, and of the help­

lessness of those left behind, depri\'ed of his pro­

tection. 
There is often much beauty and simplicity of 

feeling expressed in tbese unpremeditated songs. 
A grave is dug in tbe floor of one of the rooms of 

the house; and here tbe body, laid in a coffin, with 
rich cloths, gold trinkets and aggel) beads, with 
rum and tobacco, and sometim s a considerable 
amount of valuables, is finally d, posited. Sacrifices 

of sheep and bullocks, and fow~, are made o\"er 

the grave. The more imme' e relatives of the 

deceased are in the habit of 6having all the hair 
from their heads and persons, and of performing a 
long and painful fast. It is sOlDetimes with diffi­

culty that they can be induced to have recourse to 
food again at all. They are rendered unclean by 
the touch of a dead body, and lDay be seen going 
in procession to the sea, as soon as the grave has 

been closed, to sprinkle themselves with water, 
which is their process of purification. 

Widows generally keep the house for many 
weeks after the death of their husbands, and main­
tain a constant watch o,ver the grave. During tbi6 

t:me, they neglect their persons, and partake most 
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sparingly of food. On the day after the custom is 
at end, the relations of the deceased, dressed out in 
mourning cloths of dark blue baft, go round the 

streets, singing a song of thanks to the people for 
their assistance at the funeral, and calling for a few 
moments at the houses of more intimate acquaint­
ances, to thank them more particularly. It is 

considered unfortunate if a man approach a widow 
hefore she has performed certain Fetish ceremonies 
and sacrifices, which are supposed to hal'e the 
power of remo\mg the ill-luck, and which seldom 
take place until many months after the death of 
the husband. Whoever transgresses in this point, 
is doomed to misfortune. He is sure, they think, 
to die in battle, to be drowned at sea, or to mis­
c.,rry in "hatever he takes in hand. 

All these troublesome and ceremonious obsen'­
ances attending the obsequies of the dead, occupy 
a vcry large portion of the time of the people, and 
in seasons of great sickness and death they appear 
to an observer to have little else to occupy their 
attention. They are also a fruitful source of debt 
and slavery. Let the consequences be what they 
will, it is deemed a point of honour to make a 
great show at their funeral customs, and they ,·it 
with each other in perfo~ming these expensiw 
burials. Even the poorest will pawn and enslan 

L 2 
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themselves to obtain the means of buryiog a 
relation decently, according to the ideas of the 

country. The expense falls upon the heir of the 
deceased, who is often obliged to raise the funds 
by pawniog some of his relations, which the laws 
of the country allow him to do, as head and 

master of the family. 
Considerable sums are recei"ed io presents at 

the time of the funeral, but these are often con­
sumed at the festivity. At all evcots, they are 
seldom a source of gain, as it is expected that the 
recei"er will make similar pre nts to the donor 

upon the occasion of death in his family. The 
Mricun has a strong desire to y bis bones among 
those of his own kindred, aod dead bodies are 

frequently brought from loog distances to be 
buried in the family house. On the approach also 
of a mortal illness, many stri,'e to reach their 
homes to die among their friends. In many of 
the towns of Fantee, when a stranger or passing 
traveller dies among them, the inhabitants seldom 
bury him. The body is placed upon a wooden 
platform outside the town, with any property 

which he may have, to be claimed by his relations. 
If these be known to the natives of the town in 
which he dies, they are sent to and informed of 
the circumstance; but if they be not known, the 
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body is allowed to wither and consume in the 
• open aIr. 

This custom does not take its rise from any super­

stition, or from want of respect to the dead; hut from 

fear of the consequences attending his interment. 

The Fantee laws render the person who defrays the 

burial of the deceased responsible for his debts, and 

it is the dread of incurring this responsibility which 

leads to the barbarity of (he exposure of the corpse. 

The operation of this law often brings heavy liabi­

lities upon surviving relatives, in addition to the mere 

funeral expenses, as in many instances thc defunct 

leaves little or no property behind him to meet the 

debts which may be brought against him, and 

which his nearest of kin is bound to pay. To 

avoid this liability, where the debts of the deceased 

.u·c great, and his property nothing, the relations 

carry a small present to the authoritirs of the 

town, and deliver the boul' to them for interment. -
This forms a legal discharge from his debts; uut 

it is not frequently had recourse to, as great dis­

grace is attached to any family who thus dl·c1ines 

to bury their dead, and the)' prefer to incur debt, and 

evcn sh,very to this reproach. The customs for the 

dl'ad arc nut confined to the period of his decease. 

If hi, heir be we,dthy, they arc rcncwed at stated 

intern,b anti with increasing pomp. 
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A t a certain period of each year, about the 

season of eating new yams, a general remembrance 
of tbe dead is observed throughout the land. We 
have been startled at a very early hour of the day 
set apart for this purpose, by the wailings and 

lamentations proceeding from every house. They 
commence the day by devoting a sbort portion of 
it to mourning for those who have died during the 
yeaI', and their grief appears as loud and natural 

as on the first day of their loss. Members of a 
family come from a great distance to join in this 
observance. After they havc sufficiently testified 
tbeir sorrow by their cries and tears, the "hole of 
tbe members of each family unite together, and 

proceed to their place of sepulture. They seat 
themselves around the grave, some on stools, 
others on the ground. They then address the 

spirits of the deceased, praying of tbem to accept 
their offerings, to guard the family from misfor­
tune, and to bless and prosper them. 

Old people record the good qualities of some 
ancestor, and urge the young to adopt him as a 
pattern for their conduct. They then pour out 8 

lillation of rum upon the grave, and strew it with 
com-bread mixed with oil. After this they give 

themselves up to n day of fcsti"ity, dressing them­
selves in their finest clothes, and rea-iving and 
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returning calls. Upon such an occasion the towns 

upon the coast present a scene of great excitement. 

The chiefs come out in their greatest state, and are 

carried through the streets in their basket palan­

quins, attended by crowds of very gaudily-attired 

retainers, who sing and dance, and beat their 

tom-toms. Old and young alike join in the 

general gaiety. They form themselves into small 

bands for the most part related to each other, and 

pass slowly round the streets, singing songs and 

dancing. They intermit this occupation to visit 

the houses of their friends, where they are generally 

regaled with spirits. 

The great variety of costume, their showy 

colours, the rich dresses of the chiefs, their silver­

headed canes, the large gold handles of their 

swords, their picturesque umbrellaS, the lithe 

figures and sparkling glances of the deligbted 

dancers, the rampant joy of the little children 

astonisbed at their finery, tbe contrast of their 

dark skins witb tbe rainbow colours of their dresses, 
• 

the wild cadence of tbeir songs, tbe warlike sound 

of tbeir borns, their noisy but stirring drums, and 

the confused hubbub of bewildered joy whicb seems 

to pen'ade the whole, form altogether such a com­

bination as cannot be witnessed without a strange 

astonishment. The European residents who do 
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not choose to close their doors against them are 

expected to receive their visits on this occasion. 

No sooner has one party been admitted, than 

others arrive in quick succession. They enter 

the house, often singing the praises of the person 

whom they come to visit, and whom they approach 

\\ ith a bold confidence, in curious contrast with 

the distant and almost fearful J'C>pect which they 

are wont to observe on other occasions. One 

sentiment of universal gladness appf",r; to level 

all distinctions, and to place all ranks for one day 

upon a footing of happy equalit) . They eagerly 
press forward to shake hands, lU'e profu,,' in their 

expressions of rcgard, of thank lness to God and 

the Fetish for preser\'ing Ill<' white man to see 

another year, ofl'er prayers for his continued health 

and happiness, for an increase to his riches, and 

the blessings of pcace in his time; and having 

performed a dance in honour of him, they retire in 
the Same merry spirit to give place to new ,;sitors. 

DUling ~uch extraordinary scenes of a total aban­

donment of a whole people, to what may he called 

a religious joy, incumbent on all by the rules of 

their Fetish worship, it is not perhaps to be 
wondered at, that the day docs not close without 

indications of a vcry g"ncral inebriety. It is rare, 

howe"cr, to hear of any quarrels during their 
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excesses upon this occasion; good-will everywhere 

prevails, and the hearts of all appear so steeped 
in the o,·erflowing of an exuberant joy, as to be 

ineapalJle of harbouring an unkind or an ungene­

rous thought of another. This avoidance of strifes 

and ("on tent ions is so different to their conduct on 

ordinary occasions of festivity, that we cannot help 

attrilJuting it to a sense of the religious nature of 

this festi"a!. 
In the account which we have given of their 

funeral customs, we have not adverteu to the 

practice of human sacrifices, as it is no longer 

followed, throughout the whole of the extensive 

districts at present enjoying British protection. In 
.\'shante~, Dahomey, and untillatel)" in Appollonia, 

a frightful sacrifice of human life often takes place 
upon these occasions. The authorities at our forts 
get their first intimation of the death of men of 

rank in Ashantec, from runaway sla"es, who have 

made their escape from these terrible immolations, 
and who do not consider themselves safe until they 

ha"e placed themselves und"r the protection of our 
ltlg. 

Upon the death of a king, scarcely anyone" 
safe, as his rdations and executioners rush into the 
streets and slay e"cry one they mcet. Their only 
protection is to remain within their houses, which 

L 3 
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are not violated to gratify this bloodthIrsty impulse. 
In Fantee, the people are now satisfied to content 
themselves with the sacrifice of sheep and bullocks, 
and they make up for the diminished consequence 
of their sacrifices, by the noise and extravagance 
of their loud discharges of musketry. The practice 
of firing guns at burials must have arisen from an 
attempt to imitate the custom of Europ<'lllls at their 
military funerals. It is now, however, perfectly 
incorporated with their own ideas of befitting respect 
for the dead. The quantity of powder expended 
on these occasions is sometimes o£>normous; and 
nothing can exceed the noisy confusion of such a 
scene. 

Upon the occasion of the death of Mr. Maclean in 
I 847, the town of Cape Coast. for the long period 
of fourteen days, presented the appearance of a 
continued cannonade. All kind of business was 
suspended. Day by day new parties arrived (rom 
distant parts of the country, who, talcing up a 
position in front of the castle gate, continued for 
hours their loud discharges of musketry; and 
even months afler, upon the arrival of an)' chief 
from the interior, who had not "isited Cape Coast 
since his death, he considered it necessary before 

• 
attending to nny other business, to pay this last 
mark of respect to his old governor. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

~Iodifications introduced into the native laws and customs by 
the English magistrates-Certificates of emancipation­
Alterations in the law of marriage-Difficulties attending 

the question of slavery-Mode of proceeding in reference 

to runaway slaves-Recruiting-Commotion excited by 
the enlistment of sla'fcs-:\1ajor Hill's prudent conduct 
-A slave's idea of emancipation-Practice pursued in 
reference to Ashantee runaways-The King's regard for 
ooths-Condition of the sltwc-His instinctive obedience 
-Causes of severity-The Danko-His inferiority to the 
Fantee-Extent of the internal slave trade-System of 
pawning-Summary of the African character-Resem. 
blance between the state of society on the Gold Coast 
and the accounts given in the Scriptures of the nations 
of antiquity. 

FROM the account given of the customs and the 

social condition of the people in the two preceding 
chapters, in which we Im'e described them in their 
natural state, w;thout ad\'crting to the great modi­

fications which European influence b now rapidly 
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effecting, the reader will have little difficulty in 
perceiving the very enslaving nature nf their insti­

tutions. He will also understand how hopeless 
must be their sudden emancipation, seeing that 

slavery is no abnormal development, but a natural 
and spontaneous growth. Many circumstances in 
tbeir condition! botb externally and internally, have 

tended to aggravate its nature, and multiply its 
forms. Among these, the export .Iave trade 
deserves a pre-eminent notoriety, as it fostered, if 
it did not originate, tbat spirit of la"less acqui­
sition which placed tbe weak entirely at the mercy 
of the strong, who knew no mercy. But its total 

suppression along that line of c', st, and the ameli­
orating influence of a more bumane administration 

of justice, and of a consequent increased and 

increasing consideration for the rigbts of indi­
viduals, have checked its ,~olent lawlessness, and 
modified its natural seYerit", as well as extin-

• 

guished many of the sources of sl,,'ery, and opened 
a way for the redemption of all who can be roused 

to seck tbeir freedom by their own industrious 
exertions. 

Scarcely a day passes that the English magis­
trates are not called upon to examine iota the 
\'alidity of a master's right to the Pl'TsOns held in 

slave)'Y by him. These cases are brought ioto 
court by a SUlllmons i.sned at the instance of the 
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slave. An im'estigation is made into the nature 

of the master's right, which is often found to be 

im'alid; in which case the slave is unconditionally 

emancipated. But if the master's title to him be 

valid, according to the laws of tbe country-that 

is, if he can prove that a money value was paid for 
himself or his ancestors-theu the slave is obliged 

to pay a redemption price for his freedom. The 

ordinary amount paid in such cases is two ounces 

of gold (£8). 
Certificates of freedom are given under the hand 

of the magistrate, which are treasured up with a 

jealous care, to be produced in after times, when 

any attempt is made by the master or his heir to 
resume his alleged right, which they sometimes do 

upon the death or absence from the coast of the 
magistrate before whom the case was decided. 

These certificates have an additional value in their 

l'stimation, as they are considered to place the indi­

\'iduals holding them under the more immediate 

guardianship of the government, which cffectua]]:­
protects them from imposition and oppression. 
The writer has, during a long period of magiskrial 
duties, had occasion to grant some thousands of 

th""c, and has found them to be, with rare excep· 
tions, a vcry efficient safeguard. It may he that 

the n'dl'mption price has not been in all case. paid 
hy the prrson redeemed, and that he is not entirely 
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relieved from a state of servitude. His relations 
often advance the money, which lays him under 
obligations to them, which he can only requite by 
his services; or a new master may haye been 
induced, upon promise of his obedience, to do the 
same good office for him. But as his emancipation 
from slavery has been effected, his new obligations 
merely amount to a common debt. 

English interference is also putting an end to 

the enslavement going on tbrough the laws regu­
lating marriage, by disallowing the repayment of 
the dowry, and the expenses incurred during co­
habitation, in all cases except where the wife leayes 
the husband witbout just cause Tbe protection 
also given against accusations of witcbcraft, tbe 
extortions of the Fetishmen, the rapacity and injus­
tice of the native tribunals, and an exorbitant usury, 
is fast closing up tbe avenues of very fruitful 
sources of slavery. Tbe effect of missionary teach­
ing is also exercising a beneficial influence in 
restraining the customs for the dead; while the 
spirit of improvement, which cducation and com­
mercial enterprize have eyoked, is directing numbers 
to the means of independence. 

At the present time, the Gold Coast essentially 
exhibits all the symptoms of progress in every 
phase of its existence. There is a vitality of change 
diffusing its innumernble currents throughout every 
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class of society, and gi\';ng expansion and force to 

an entirely new class of ideas, affecting the moral, 

religious, social, and domestic condition of the people. 

A taste for many of the European necessaries and 

luxuries of life, and a partial assimilation in the 

construction of their houses, in dress, in manners, 

and in religion, arc becoming daily more observable; 

and even where little external change is perceptible, 

there is nevertheless going on an extensive modi­

firation of ideas, feelings, and customs, paving the 

way for a morc general conformity to the usages of 

civilized life. 

This infusion of new ideas and desires has effected 

a very marked improvement in the habits of the 

people, serving as an invigorating principle of action, 

and substituting activity for idleness, and habits of 

useful industry for idle mummeries and barbarous 

amusements. If no interruption be gil'en to the 

gradual advancement thus hopefully commenced, 

their social elevation will be rapid and continuous, 

but we must carefully guard against any rash inno­

vations, and trust their development more to the 

influence of the progress of opinion, than to eom­

pubory enactments. On more than one occasion, 

our influence has been greatly endangered by a 

threatened interft'rence with the state of s!al'ery 

l'xisting among them. This is the question about 
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which we have to apprehend the greatest difficulties. 

Our colonial authorities in Downing Street appear 

to shriuk from the very mention of the word slave 

by one of their governors, and have scarcely ever 

been induced to look the difficulty fairly in the face. 

The consequence has been that a species of timid 

disavowed policy ha~ been pur.ued by our Gold 

. Coast governors in reference to this .ubject. Our 

settlements appear to be regarded, as far as this 

question is concerned, as entirely British territory, 

and subject to British law, without ,,'er taking iota 

account that the British authorities are exercising a 
most beneficial influence over at least a million of 

natives occupying a most cxtcn~i\"e range of coun­
try. Our governors are instructed oat to deliver 

runaway slaves, who arc suppos<d to recover their 

liberty as soon as thcy reach a British fort, and no 

slaves are supposed to exist within our jurisdiction. 

No one, who has read the account which has been 

given of the state of slavery in the country, can 

believe in tbe possibility of a suddeo emancipation 

without the total disruption of society and universal 

anarchy. If the gO\"Croor is to countenance the 

s!avc in renouncing his obedience to his master, by 
harbouring him, where is he to find an asylum for 

him, or how support him? fur it is only within the 

walls of our forts that we could shield him from his 



TilE GOLD COAST, 233 

master; and if this asylum were opened for all the 

discontented sla,'es in the country, it would be an 

utter impossibility to find room to contain them, 

01' to prol~ue means for tbeil' subsistence, In con­

sequence of the great squeamisbness upon this point, 

our gOl'ernors have been obliged to grapple with 

the difficulty as they best could, without entering 

into anv details in their communications to the 
• 

Colonial Office, 
, 

The plan hitherto adopted has been to examine 

into the slave's complaint against his mastel', and 

if the treatment which be has received should 

appear to have been very bad, he recei,-es a certifi­

cate of his liberty, and public opinion assents to this 

decision, as only a propel' check upon the severity 

of a crucl master, But if, as is more generally the 

case, his complaint be frivolous, he is restored to his 

mash'r, \\ho gives security for his kind treatment 

of him, \Yere certificates of emancipation given to 

en'l'\' s!a,'e who chose to rnn awa\', the nati,'es 
• • 

generally would throw oft' their allegiance, cut off 

all intercourse with our settlements, and puni'h 

the disobedience of slave' in a very summary \\'ay­

by putting thcm to death, Sla,'es arc tbe only 

pro pert) of many people in tbe country, and no 

reasoning can convince them that the forcible taking 

of them away is not as much a theft and a rob-
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government, and employed for their own protec­

tion, it is not difficult to imagine the effect of a 

sweeping measure of emancipation, or even the 

non-recognition of their right to hold slaves. It 

was not so much against the individual loss that 

they contended. Even those who were not injured 

by the enlistment were as loud in their complaints 

as those who sustained this loss. They were con­

tending for a principle which affected the wbole 

frame-work of society, arid which nothing short of 
an irresistible compulsion could bave induced tbem 

to renounce. Nor, admitting tbe possibility of 

upholding the slaves in a renunciation of their ser­

vitude, should we, in their present primitive state, 
consider it conduci"e either to their moral or social 
admncrment. 

The control of a master is necessary to re­

strain men within the limits of order essential to 

the prt'sen'ation of society, until their faculties 

and pursuits have been sufficiently developed to 
enable them to fC('1 their self-interest to con,ist in 
honest industrv, and in the observance of the laws 

• 

which regulate the community of which they form 
a part. 

~lo,t of the crimes at present committed on the 

Gold Coast arC perpetrated by vagabonds, who 

haw absconded from their masters, and who li"e 
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by theft and plunder; and the only excuse or 

extenuation which the criminals themselves give 
for their conduct is, that they had no person to 

look after them, and support them. 

When Dr. Madden explained to • number of 

slaves at Accra, that the English government did 

not recognise slavery, and that they were free, they 
asked him to provide for their .ub,istence; for 

unless the queen intended to give them something 
to eat, they would prefer to serve their master who 

supplied their wants. 

Another difficulty which our Gold Coast go­
vernment has to contend against, is the disposal of 

runaway slavcs from Ashantce. It was stipulated 
in our treaties with the king, that his fugitive, 

subjects should be re-delivered to him in the same 

way that Fantees, flying into his dominions, were 

to be restored to the governor. This arrangement 

was necessary to prcI'ent malefactors escaping 

punishment. But in many cases, the runaway 

A.hantee seeks a refuge from the fate which is 

likely to overtake him at the murderous cus­
toms which arc often taking place at Coomassie, 
and a natural repugnance is, of course, felt about 

surrendering him. 

Our position and power, however, do not enable 

us to follow the course most con>istent with our 
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feelings. If we were to refuse to delinr these 

runaways, the King of Ashantee would retaliate by 

seizing all the Fantees in his country, where a 

large number may at all times be found prose­
cuting their trade. He has also the means of 

cutting off all intercourse with his country, a mea­

sure which he im'ariably aoopts upon occasions of 
misunderstanding \\;th the go\'emor. If redress 

were r..fused, war would be the consequence, a 

calamity in the present · hopeful state of progress 
which would go far to undo the good which has 

b('('n alreaoy effected, and which of all things i, 

most anxiousl\, to be a"oidcd. Under these cir-
• 

cum,tances, the governor is obliged to mediate as 

he best can, and refu,es to ddiver up the runaway, 

exel'pt upon condition of sufficient security being 
given that his life will be spared. 

Although this restriction must be galling to the 

king, )'et he is induced to submit to it, rather than 

incur the risk of a doubtful war, into which he and 
his chi,'(' would not hesitate to plunge if s\lch a 
vital question as the non-surrender of runaway 
sla\'es were invoh'ed in the issue. The security 

• 

gi\'l'n for thdr safety is simply" the king's great 
oath," taken on his behalf by his me sengl·rs. 
There is no instance known of this oath given under 
such circumstances being \;olated. \\' c remember 
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a case, which will show the fearful regard which 

the king has for oaths. 

Upon application being made for some run· 

aways, the messengers were required to take the 

usual oath before they were surrendered. The 
refugees, however, were not satisfied with this 

oath alone, and positively rcfusc-d to return to 

Ashantee, unless the king's messengers would 

give additional security for their safety, by "kiss­

ing the white man's book." They did not 

hesitate to agree to this, as th~y were perfectly 

satisfied that the king's oath "ould not be violated, 

and that, therefore, there could be no danger in 

kissin§..., the book. But wben they returned to 

Co"o'\;;assie, and the king found that tbey had 
bo:md him, not only by his own, but also by 

tbe white man's oath, he became alarmed, lest any 

accidental injury might happen to the persons tbus 

protected, which might bring him under the 

penalty of its violation; and to get rid of the 

liability, he sent the refugees back to the Fantee 

country, preferring to lose them to the risk of 

incurring an unknown danger. 

It ,,;11 be thus seen, that both to avoid insur. 

rection among the Fanlees, and the horrors of a 

war with Ashantce, the Britisb authorities are 

compelled to adopt a policy with regard to this 
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slave question, which appears never to have been 

openly 3\'owed, and which is never brought under 

the notice of the Colonial Office without exciting 

a feeling of uneasiness, and calling forth a renewed 

declaration tbat slayer), cannot be recognized 
within our settlements upon tbe Gold Coast, thus 

throwing back upon the governor the responsi­

bility of its recognition. 
\Ye have considered it fair to place this question 

fully before the public, ana to represent it in all its 

breadth and deformity; and we justify the policy 

pursued, as the only one adapted to the state of 

tbe country, and in every respect the most bumane, 
and best calculated to promote the well-being and 
advancement of thc people. We must look for 

thc only legitimate extinction of slavery in such a 
state of society, to the gradual and extensive diffu­

sion of wealth and Christian knowledge, tlu'ough a 

series of successi"e generations. They are now 
fairly entered upon this career, and the only assist­

ance we can give, is to protect it from interrup­
tion, and to multiply the means of its acceleration. 
Each succeeding year will render our progress less 
difficult, by providing us with an increasingly effi­
cient ally, in the gradual education of the people. 
If it be offensive to English cars, to hear that a 

slave docs enter our forts on the Gold Coast with­
out acquiring the liberty which, by our laws, the 
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We see in the whole of their domestic economy 

a complete transcript of the patriarchal age; the 

same participation in the cares, and sorrows, and 

enjoyments of life; the same community of feeling 

and of interest; and the same external equality, 

conjoined with a de"oted obedience, so marked 

and decided, as to assume the form of a natural 

instinct. This quality in the mind of dependants 

has a tendency to de.stroy the idea of personal 

accountability. The will of the master is in most 

instances morc than a counterpoise for the \'olition 

of the slave, who yields obedience to his com­

mands with an instinctive submission, without 

the intervention of any external compulsion, and 
oftl'n under circumstances where the natural incli­

nation of the slave is opposed to the particular 

conduct required of him. Slavery of body and 

mind is thus thoroughly engrained in the con­
stitution of the African. "Ye have known cases 

of murd"r having been committed at the com­
mand of a master, and against the remonstrances 

of the slave, who however does not refuse com­
pliance; and we have seen how completely the 
will of the mastcr has been considered the test 
of the stwe's conscience, by the perfect unconcern 

of the I,ttter respecting the deed, and the absence 

of any idea of his accountability for it. 
VOL. II. 

• 



242 EiGHTEEN yE .... RS ON 

Scarcely would the slave of an Ashantee chief 

obey the mandate of his king, without the sp<'cial 
roncurrence of his immediate master; and the 

slave of a slave will refuse obedience to his 
master's master, unless the order be conveyed 

to him through his own master. This perfect 

identification of the mind of the slave with that 

of his master has no doubt given rise to the 
master's accountability for the acts of his slave, 
and to the laws which affect them. He h.'Ili to 

pay his debts, and to make compensation and 
re;titution for every injury Cllmmitted by him, 

either wilfully or accidentally. This responsibility 
rna)' be a cause of the kin 1 and considerate 

treatment so often observable, the master's interest 

being so closely involved in the conduct of his 
.lave, as to render him anxious to attach him 

to his person, and to engage his affectionate 
obedience. It will also account for the isolated 

rases of harshness and cruelty which occasionally 

come under our observation, the rindicti"e slave 
having it in his power to cause his master much 
annoyance and expense, for which the latter can 

only retaliate by corporal suffering. Where this 

discordant spirit exists, the master, after repeated 
ineffectual attempts to reclaim an incorrigible 

.lllve, gets rid of the annoyance by selling him. 
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There docs not appear any limit to the extent 

of punishment which a master is permitted to 
inflict upon his slave. He is considered so 
entirely bis property, that he may with impunity 

put him to death; although from applications for 
freedom, on the ground of sc,"ere personal injury, 
such as the loss of an eye or a tooth, there is 
reason to belie"e that, during some period of 
their history, the slave was protected by a more 
humane code of laws. 

". e have heard a slave argue for his eman­
cipation on the score of the accidental loss of 
an eye, in his master's service, from the recoil 
nf a branch of a tree, and appeal to a tradi­
tionary law" which entitles him to this compen-
ation. 

Like the Hebrews, the Fantees make a dis­
tinction between the slal'es, their countrymen, and 
those who have been taken in war, or purchased 
from another tribe. The latter, until they be­
come amalgamated by a long period of servitude, 
and by intermarriage, do not receive the same 
considerate treatment. They are considered an 
inferior race, with the ordinary class of whom 

* .. And if n man smite the eye of his sen'ant, or the eye 
of Ius maid, tbat it perish, he shall let him go free for his 
e)e's eake."-Exodue xxi, 26. 

M 2 
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of the upper part of their persons. Among thi~ 

s~rvant mce, we find also a good many mongrel 

Moors, little superior to the others. 

If they arrive in the country at an early age, 

they are by no means slow in acqillring knowledge, 

and become yerv useful to their masters, and some-
• 

times obtain a consideration equal to the native of 

the country, intermarlJing with tM Fantees, anrl 

becoming members of their families. But if the 
• 

Donko be grown up before his arrival upon 

the coast, he generally remains a dull, stolid beast 

of burden all the days of his life. It is only by 

comparing the native Fan tee with these, that we 

are sensible of the very great advancement of th~ 
former, who appears a very civilized being in com­

parison with this foreign race. And yet these 

an' not altogether devoid of some of the better 

qualities of our nature, They elince much sym­

pathy anrl compassion for each other, and readily 

assi,t one another in their difficulties. A common 

fate appears to unite them by the ties of a patriotic 
attachment, and they delight to sing, in the place 

of their captivity. the songs of their native lanel. 
Their treatm 'nt by their masters depends much 

upon their own conduct, for interest, as well as 
natural inclination, make the Fantee a kind master, 

The great stubbornness of the Danko, hml"e,"er, 

often brings down upon him a severe chastisement, 
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to which he submits ,,;th a sullen insensibility. 

Some thousands of these are added to the popula­

tion of the country under our protection every 
year. Various considerations have induced the local 

government to tolerate this internal slave trade, 
which it would be difficult to suppress. The 
objects of it are either taken in war by the 

Ashantecs, received as tribute from subjugated 

states, or purchased by them. If they were not 

bought by the Fantees, many of them would be 
sacrificed at the Ashantee customs, or kept in a 

worse bondage in that country. B) being brougbt 
into the countries under our protl'ction, tbeir lives 

are spared; they receive a more humane treatment; 

they are shielded from oppression, and are placed 
within the influence of a higher degree of civiliza­

tion. Their condition, in every respect, is im-• proved by the change, and the second generation 

becomes an effective addition to a by no means 
superabundant population. 

It will be seen, then, that while the diffusion of 

wealth and the progress of knowledge are creating 

a spirit of industry, and exciting a desire for 

greater freedom among the native Fanters, a fresh 
tide of slavery is pouring into the country from 
another direction. It may be questioned how far 
this state of matters is to be approved. But 

when we refiect, that the Ashantee wars are not 
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undertaken expressly to supply this demand; that 

the transfer of the slaves from the Ashantee to 

the Fantee country is not adding to the ranks of 

slavery generally; that it greatly ameliorates the 

condition of the slaves in question, and brings 

them and their descendants within the scope of 

many civilizing influences, to which they would 

otben, ise have remained strangers; that, more­

over, an increase to the population is desirable to 
, 

bring out the resources of a rich and fertile 
country, we are warranted in concluding that 

the cause of general civilization and of humanity is 

advanced by tbis movement. It is not unreasonable 

to hope that, after centuries of progr€ss, the tide 
of emigration may again recede into the intel~or, 

carrying with it the seeds of civilization and 

Clu'istian knowledge. 

Besides the native-born Fantee slaves, and those 

purchased from the interior, there remains to be 

noticed another species of slavery existing, under 

the name of "pawns," to which we have already 

adverted. It has been seen that individuals form, 

in the present state of commerce, no small portIon 
of the currency of the country. To obtain a loan 

or pay a debt, a master does not hesitate to place 
one or more of his family, or slaves, in temporary 
bondage to another. The terms of this contract 
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bod) politic? What daring band sball arrest the 

ewr-changing expression of tbis Protean race? 

What daguerreotype shall fix its various linea­

ments ? 'Vbat strange and sudden contrasts of 
feeling, what unaccountable alternations of pur­

po e, wbat eccentricities of conduct, arrest and 

puzzle our observation! Joy and sorrow, reck­

less gaiety and gloomy despondency, exaggerated 

hopes and distracting fears, unbridled passion 

and humble meekness, ardent love and cool in­

difference, fierce hate and cordial friendship, 

prodigal profusion and griping avarice, atheistical 

unconc{"rn and bigoted superstition, sway by 
turns their versatile minds, and with a rapidity 

of change which starUes and confounds us. In 
whatever relation of life we view the Gold Coast 

native, we equally behold him the creature of some 
momentary impulse, which he seeks not to conceal. 

and knows not how to repress. 

Born beneath the rays of a tropical sun, WIth a 

clear and serene sky over his head, seldom ruffied 
by lowering storms, his character partakes largely 
of the gaiety of cxternal nature, and his exuberant 
spirits are in unison with her bountiful profusion. 
Freely as the earth ministers to his wants, supply­
ing him with the necessaries of life almost without 

the penalty of labour, as thoughtlessly and unstmt-
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ingly docs he make usc of her bounties. Fond 

of his ease, and loving to indulge a quiet, volup­
tuous indolence of disposition, he can seldom be 
roused to much bodily exertion, unless enticed by 

the prospect of obtaining the means of festivity, 
to which he delivers himself up \\;th the most 

determined abandonment. Possessed of high 

physical qualities, and patient in the prosecution 

of his object, when once his mind is fairly bent 
upon it, he is capable of enduring the severest 
toil and tbe greatest primtions; but unless his 
affections are engaged in his work, be soon relapses 

into inactivity and indifference, and leaves his task 

unfinished. Such does he appear in bis purely 

nati,-. condition; but brougbt into contact with 

Europeans, and rendered familiar witb a system of 

thought and of action, differing in so many respects 

from his own natural beedlessness of disposition. 

he soon learns to conceal his emotions. and to 
disguise bis real sentiments, and ends in becoming 
an accomplisbed hypocrite. He is by no means 

deficient in intellectual faculties; but they are 

cramped and paralysed by the strong superstitious 

bent of his mind. and we see on many important 
occasions his whole reasoning powers thrown 

prostrate by this prejudicial agency, in the very 
moment of their triumphant vindication. 
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His news of external nature, of his own condi­

tion, and of all the circumstances which affect it, 

are, in consequence, narrow and limited, and con­

fined within the spell-bound circle of his prejudices, 

which nothing but the clearest comprehension of 

his interest is able to break. His memory is 

strong and retentive, and he dwells with a garru­

lous minuteness upon the recollections of his 

youth. His lively imagination delights to feed 
• 

itself with pleasing reveries; but it is gross, sensual, 

and unrefined. He is n.turally eloquent, speaks 

with an easy and fluent grace, with suitable and 

appropriate action, and clothes his ideas ,,;th a 

simple and natural imagery. He has frequent 

recourse to parables, and dark and enigmatical 

sayings, which he neyer deigns to explain, taking 

an apparent delight in leaving the minds of his 

hearers to puzzle out his hidden meaning. He is 

fond of repartee, dearly loves a joke, the coarser 

the better, and has a most lively sense of the 

ridiculous. He delights in rude and barbarous 

merriment, and in noisy and turbulent carousals. 

He is quick and irascible in his temper, but easily 

appL'used if the injury be unintentional or slight; 

but when deeply offended, it is impossible to 

regain his favour without a peace-offering, in the 
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and acts, to enable him to form a true estimate of 

character. Once satisfied of the white man's 

truth, honour, and justice, of his favourable incli­

nations to black men generally, and of his sensible 

and judicious views, nothing can exceed the child­

like obedience with which he gives himself up to 

his guidance. 

I t is not upon a short acquaintance that this 

influence is established; but when it has been 
• 

confirmed by time, and an uniform consistency 

of conduct, the European is in a position to break 

down the strong barrier of his pr~judices. He is, 

in short, a truly natural man, in all his corruptions, 

and in many of his virtues, and formed like our­

selves for such slow and gradual development of 
his moral and intellectual faculties as the constitu­

tion of our common nature will ouly admit. 

Upon a general contemplation of their whole 

customs and manners, as well as of the constmction 

oftheir minds, we cannot help being forcibly struck 

with their great resemblance, in many respects, to 
the state of society handed down to us, in the 

earliest records of the human race. Everything in 
their ideas, in the idiom of their language, in 

their worship, and in the naked simplicity of their 

manners, betrays their primitive condition, and 
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The observation of such a state of society clearly 

demonstrates the necessity of the Mosaical dispensa­

tion, to wean the human race from the gross idolatry 

into which it had fallen; for it could only be by 

types and symbols that man, constituted as he is, 

could recei,-e into his mind an idea of the attributes 

of the true God. It is impossible for him to arri,-e 

at the knowledge of a holy, just, and merciful God, 

without revelation; and this revelation could only 

be com'eyed to him through the medium of the 

senses, aided by refiection, comparison, and abstrac­

tion. Man can form no idea of such a being, as 
• 

there is nothing in the material world which would 

convey it to his mind. He can, therefore, only 

transfer to his idols his own impelfect attributes, 

and by worshipping them, the reaction of his own 

depravity would recoil upon himself_ In this con­

sists the corrupting nature of all idolatry_We 

deify the worst passions of our nature, become in 

consequence assimilated to the objects of our 

worship, and thus aggravate our natura} depravity 

by a most besotting infatuation. To this cause 

must we attribute the stagnant nature of the Fantee 

mind, it being impossible for it to ri.e above the 

standard of its wo",hip. 

And now let us consider the necessity of types 

and symbols as the only means of conveying a reve-
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lation of a perfectly boll', just, and merciful God. 

In the infancy of language, there is no term by 

wbich an abstract idea can be conveyed. If the 

Christian missionary were confined to the use of 

the Fantee language, he could only throw into tbe 

minds of his disciples the idea of a perfectly boly 

God hy a process of symbolical comparisons similar 

to those instituted among the Jews. We bave 

seen in the Mosaical account given us in the Scrip­

tmes, that this idea was conveyed to the minds of 

the Jews by separating the animals into clean and 

unclean, tbe first step in the comparison of purity. 

Tbe heasts selected for sacrifice were to he fr\lm 

the clean class, and not only so, but from those of 

tbat class without spot or blemish, thus conveying 

another degree of purity. sacrifices were to 

be offered hy the priests, a class purified, and set 

apart for tbe office. Before they could be offered, 

both the beasts to be sacrificed and the priests had 

to be washed and purified; and even the sacrifice 

could only be made in the court of the Holy of 

Holies.· Thus, by a series of comparisons, God's 

holiness was contrasted \\;tb the bighest degree of 

earthly purity, as neither the people, the priest, IIDr 

• The writer is chiefly indebted to a work entitled .. The 
Philo!ophyof the Plan of Salvation," for a confirmation of 
the \,iews which be bad bimeelf formed upon the subject. 
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the sacrifice were considered sufficiently pure to 

come before him, and the idea of his perfect purity 

was thus established in their minds and engrafted 

upon their language. They were led to see by the 

same system of types, that God's perfect holiness 

became the standard of his conscience in the pu­

nishment of sin by death, thus revealing his justice, 

while the vicarious substitute of the sacrifice for 

the sinner impressed them with an idea of his 

merc),. '" If the missionary had not the power of 

transferring these ideas from his own language into 

that of the Fantee, it would be impossible to origi­

nate them in the mind of the latter without the 

teaching by similar types. As it is, the poyerty of 
the language makes it a most difficult process of 

instruction; for it is impossible to disjoin the 

abstract idea formed by outward objects, and repre­

sented by a word derived from them, from the 

object which originated it. From this cause, we 

have never been able to listen to the performance 

of Di,;ne service in the Fantee tongue, without 

being shocked by the irreverent ideas constantly 

* " .. e hal'e not been able to discover that there is in the 
African's mind any idea of the substitution of the sacrifice 
for himself, when be sheds the blood of men or beasts in 

sacrifice. He merely yields to a traditionary practice. 

which he doc!:! not understand. 
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CHAPTER X. 

No 'tHitten language-Difficulty of reducing the Fantee 
• 

to grammatical rules-Proficiency of young scholars­
Pre"alcnce of written communications in the English 

language-~ r usic-~Iusical instruments-Workmanship 
in gold - Tanning and dressing leather _ "r ea"ing­
Dyeing- Agriculture - Natiye process of grinding­
Palm wine-Z\Ianuracture of oil-Introduction of cotton~ 

growing-:,\Ir. Freeman's model plantation - Exports 
-Imporh-Dress-Houses-Tnste for European luxu­

ries-Hospitality. 

ALTIIOt;GIl it will be perceived from the delinea­

tions which we haye gil'en of the Gold Coast 

natil'cs, that considerable regularity exists in 

their forms of goYernment, in their laws, in their 

worship, and in their social relations, and that they 

haye the appcarance of having attained to this 

degree of adyoncement long before their inter­

course with Europeans; yet yiewing them as a 

whole, we cannot consider thrm as haying advanced 

bc),ond the state which Europeans would denomi-
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at an early age, would bear a comparison of their 
proficiency with English children of the same 

standing. Their powers of imitation are wry 
strong. They acquire with ease the art of pen­
man hip, and seem capable of changing their 
st) Ie of writing at will, according to the copies 
set before them. A native clerk will, in the 
course of a week, be able to copy his master's 

hand so exactly, as t9 puzzle him to discover 
whf'ther it is his own or his clerk's. 

There are nearly a thousand of these children 
recei"ing instruction at the schools of the \Ves­
leyan Mis ionary Society, who are yearly sending 
out from them some hundreds of young people, 
very tolerably educated. The uninstructed natives 
make use of these to keep their accounts, and to 
communicate by letter with each other; and they 
are now sO widely scattered over the country, that 
c"ery village, even in the remote interior, has 
one or more of these scribes residing in it, who 
supplies the inhabitants with the means of commu­
nnicating with their friends at a distance. Letters 
are received daily by the governor and magistrates 
from Ashantee, Akim, Wassaw, Assin, Appol­
Ionia, and all the towns of Fantee. Man\" of 

• 
the chiefs have 8 secretary in constant attendance 
upon them, very frequently their own sons, who 



• 

fiom tradiDt 
abort, the people H W 

\'IIII1BJeI which l1'li Ie be 
communieation of their .... 

Parties to a wit ill ... . 

their 
tbink, and think rigbdJ, .. 
the infidelity of the 
of their 0''' are tIw 'La. 
add banded in 1IJIOIl tbe 
theBe _ 01 

Dolll tile 
the plain 
plaints. 
for .L..!..· ;.. 

WHU' .. fiDZI. f.,; 
Un,..". • TIll 

tIw a IIMw ia ... ....... 



THE GOLD COAST. 265 

With such ready means of communication, the 

greatest facility is afforded in carrying on the 

trade of the country, as well as in furthering 

the views of the government. Let the read"r 

contrast this state of matters, and the general 

peace and security which it implies, with the 

distracted state of the country twenty-five years 

ago, nnd he can scarcely help being astonished at 

the rapidity of the progr~ss made. 

Africans are passionately fond of music, an~ hm·e 

an excellent car for it. The native airs are very 
• 

simple, consisting merely of detached bars. Their 

songs are chiefly a species of recitative or ebaunt, 

with a short chorus. They arc often improyi,ed, 

the principal performer gi\~ng out a line, and a 

uand of chori. ters joining in thc refrain. He stands 

up while the others are seated around him, and 

turns from one to another, wIllie he pours forth his 

unpremeditated lay. As one gets wearied, or his 

invention fails him, another takes his place, and 

continues the amusement, which freqUl·ntly lasts for 

hours. They are vcry expert in adapting the suu­

jects of these songs to current events, and indulge 

in mocking ridicule, in biting sarcasm, in fulsome 

flattery, or in just praise of men and things, accorel­

ing as circumstances seem to demand. The 

bravery of a chief, the beauty of a young girl, the 

VOL. II. N 
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Their musical instruments are neither numerous 

nor of great compass. They have a drum formed 

of the trunk of a tree scooped out, and a skin 

stretched ovcr one of the ends. The larger kind is 

carried on the head of a bearer, the drummer 

following behind and plying his sticks. The 

smaller drums are hung round the neck, and 

beaten either with small sticks or the finger'. 

These drums or tom-t9ms arc in very frequent 

request. No merry-making can take place without 
them. They appear to have the same stirring 

effect upon the Fantee, which the bagpipe has 

upon the Highlander. He dances franticly at their 
sounr!, and even amidst his most rapid evolutions 

keeps time with astonishing accuracy. 

It is laughable to obspn'e thc effect of this rude 

music upon nil clas es, old and young, men, 

women and children. Howcyer employed, whether 

passing quietly through the street, cat'T)ing water 

from the pond, or assisting in some grave proces­

sion, no sooner do they hear the rapid beats of a 

distant drum, than they begin to caper and dance 

spontaneously, The bricklayer will throw down 
his trowel for a minute, the carpenter leaye his 

bench, the corn-grinder her milling-stone, and the 

porter his 10c,,1 to keep time to the inspiriting 

sound. Even the cooper l'i,'ets his cask and dri,'cs 
N 2 
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I'fld, and requires good strength of hlngs to blow 

it. Every chief has a hom-blower and a special 

air of his own. It has a bold, loud, defiant sound, 

and rallies the retainers round their master. A 

chief never tra"els without a retinue of armed 

followers, his drummer, and horn-blower. He 

announces his arrival in a town by the martial 

note of his hom; and even before he is seen, the 

inhabitants can distinguish by the peculiar sound 

who it is. These notes always express some short 

,entenee dcscripti"e of the chief's prowess, or of 

his contempt for others. Great offence was given 

by an Anamaboe chief, by the meaning conveyed in 

his trumpet note. It appeared to the town's­

people to say "Who are you?" in slighting 

allusion to them, in comparison with the horn­
blower's master. 

They han' also gong-gongs, rattles, and casta­

nets, which assist in adding to the noise, in which 

the~' take sueh great delight. Many of them have 

learned to play upon English fifes, flutes, flageolets, 

and bugles. They pick up our airs with the 
great ,t facility, and play them tolerably aftcr 

hearing them a few times. 

The arts have not made much advance in this 
part of the world. They are ingenious workers in 

gold, and make rings, chains, and brooches, which 



• 
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would do no discredit to an European artist. They 

mould the gold in every ,·ariety of shape, of beasts, 

and birds, and creeping things, and adorn their 

persons with these oro aments. They know some­

thing of the tanning of leather; but the Fantees 

are inferior to many of their neighbours in the 

art of dressing it. They have attained to some 

proficiency in pottery. Their earthenware is 

good and selTiceable for holding \\'at,'r and cook­

ing. They also mould images from clay, and bake 

them. \Ve have seen curious groups of these in 

some parts of the country. Upon the death of a 

great man, they make representations of him, 

sitting in state, with his \\;VCS and attendants 

seated around him. 

Beneath a large tree in Adjumacon, we once saw 

one of these groups, which had a very natural ap­

pearance. The images were, some jet black, some 

tawny-red, and other. of all shades of colours be­

tween black and red, according to the complexion 

of the origiQllls, whom they were meant to repre­

sent. The)' were nearly as large as life, and the 

proportions between the men and women, and boys 

and girls, were well maintained. Even the soft 

and feminine expressions of the female countenance 

were clearly brought out. The cabboceer and his 
principal men were represented smoking their 
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heat of the sun soon renders the withered bushes 
fit to be consumed by fire, and the ashes are 

scattered as manure o,'er the ground. They 

seldom extract the roots, and simply turn up the 
ground between them with a hoe, and deposit the 

seed. More care is taken with their yam and cas-
• 

sada plantations, which are carefully kept clear of 

weeds, and staked and trimmed. The pistache, or 

ground nut, is also grown in raised bd<, which re­

quire considerable attention to keep clean. They 
do not seek to cultivate more than is necessary for 
their annual consumption, but if a demand is made 

upon them for corn for exporta ;on, they arc eager 

to raise it for sale, and ha"e th, means of gi'ing a 

large supply. They !i,'e princip.illy upon bread 
made from the Indian corn, and upon yams and 

plantains, which they mash, or cut up into pieces. 

making a vegetable soup, which is highly seasoned 
with peppers. The corn is prepared for bread, by 
being ground upon a large stone, slightly eoncaye, 

by means of another smaller stone roller, with 

which they squeeze the grains. The larger stone 

is raised a few inches from the ground in a slanting 
position; the women stand behind it, and stooping 

down, move their arms, and the upper part of the 

body backwards and forwards, as they keep rolling 

• 
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the smaller stone oyer the corn. A ,'esse! is placed 

upon the ground to receive the meal as it falls from 

the stone. This work is always performed by 

the women, generally about daybreak, when "the 

,ound of the grinders" is heard in all the streets. 

They mix the meal with water, leal'en the dough 

with a bit of stale bread, roll it up in a plantain 

kaf, and bake it in their small earthen conical 

on'ns. 
They do not make use of much animal food, not 

that they do not care for it, but because it is not 

abundant. They haye not many bullocks in the 

neighbourhood of Cape Coast, which is not favour­

able for their pasturage. There nre pigs, sheep, 
goats, turkeys, fowls, and ducks; besides game, such 

as deer, bush-pig, buffaloes, hares, partridges, &c. ; 
but they arc by no means numerous. Dried 

fi,h forms their chief relish for their vegetable 

diet. In addition to what they cure themselves, 

there is a \"Cry considerable supply imported 

by the Americans, which is eagerly purchased. 

They make a very pleasant and palatable winc from 
the palm species of trees. This is done by up­

rooting the tree, lopping off its leaves, and perfo­
rating the trunk. They place a calabash at the 

puncture, and lmrn some dried twigs under the 
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The soil of the country is rich and fertile, and 
yields most abundant returns. Property in it is 

acquired by bringing it nnder cnltivation. All the 
land in the neighbourhood of a town is considered 
as belonging to the inhabitants generally; and the 
man who first cuts down the bush, and grows a 
crop, is regarded as the proprietor of the portion 
thus occupied. There is so much unoccupied 
space, however, that until lately property of this 

kind was little regarded. And it is perhaps the 
best cyidence of admncement that litigations about 
a disputed title to ground are now of very fre­
quent occurrence. The progressive development 
of the resources of the country is forcing upon 
the natives the conviction, that cultivation is the 
best and most legitimate source of wealth. A 
strong impetus in this direction has been given hy 
an association of gentlemen who are attempting 
to introduce the cultivation of cotton as an article 
of export, and se"cral of the native chiefs and 
others begin to give their attention to it; while 
the people generally are only waiting the result 
of the experiment, to undertake it, if it shall be 
found to answer. ,Yc do not think that there 
is much doubt about the success of a cotton plan­
tation, if properly attended to. The labour of a 
grown person can be obtained at two dollars per 
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certain extent. It is the delight of the African 
women to sit in the market-places under the trees, 

exposing their wares for sale, or to hawk them 
through the streets from door to door, and from 
village to village. Their trade, howevrr, is as yet 
little more than a barter of one commodity for 

another. 
The Gold Coast natives are particularly fond of 

dress. The simplicity of the national costume does 
not admit of any other variety than what can be 

obtained by change of colours and of texture. It 
consists of an under girdle called a shin, which is 

tied round the loins, passed between the thighs, 
and the ends secured to the folds at one side. 
They are particular in having this part of their 
dre s of the finest texture. It is "ery 
frequently of silk, of a showy colour, and they 
allow the ends or fringes to fall down the side of 
the leg, that it may occasionally be seen upon any 
disarrangement of the upper robe, which is thrown 
round the left shoulder, passed under the right 
arm, and readjusted in graceful drapery from the 
left, covering the whole person, with the exception 
of the right shoulder, arm and breast, which are 
left exposed. 

These robes are made of all kinds of Man­
chester goods, of silks, of ,'elvets, and of their own 
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fi'om the perRon. A robe is passed round the body 

from the waist to the ankle, and tightly secured im­

mediately above the bustle by a broad outer girdle. 

This is the whole attire of a young unmarried 

girl. The breasts, shoulders, arms, and neck, 

arc left perfectly uncovered. Older females wear 

nn additional cloth, which is passed round under 

the arms, and meets the lower robe or petti­

coat, lea\'ing only the shoulders, arms, and neck 

exposed. They are equally anxious with the men 

to set (,If their persons to advantage, and occupy 

no little portion of their time about their toilet, of 

which the proper adjustment of the bustle is.their 

chief study. The size of this c.,,<traordinary appen­

dage \'aries according to the consequence of the 
wearer, always increasing in proportion to her 

dignity. Both sexes make use of beads and gold 
as ornaments for the neck, wrists, and ankles. 

Notwithstanding the bare exposure of so much 
of their persons, it docs not strike us as in­
delicate, the dark hue of their skins taking away 

entirely from the naked appearance, and sen'ing 

as a cowring. Their fine smooth skins are, 
indeed, their principal beauty, and they take 

care to preserve them carefully. Their habits are 

deanly. They wash their whole persons once, if 
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ing shells for lime-burning. The next in degree 

to these arc the small hamlets in the interior parts 

of the country, the houses of which are, for the 

most part, composed of walls of bamboo and other 

stilke , plastered over with mortar, and thatched 

w;th plantain and palm-leaves. These hut:; con­

sist of one, two, or more apartments, ann have 

square holes to serve the purpose of windows and 

door-ways, which are closed up at night, by a 

bamboo fence drawn oyer the apertw-es, and 

secured inside to keep out the beasts of pre)·. 

Some of these huts, of higher pretensions, have 

window shutters and doors, with all the advantages 

of hinges and bolts. The smaller villages arc 

cntirdy composed of huts of this dese.;ption. 

They arc gencrally in the neighbourhood of the 

principal farms and plantations, and ha"e been 

ert'ctcd for the conyenience of the labourers, who 

wry possibly have dwelling-houses of a better 

description in some of the principal towns of the 

district. 
Until within the last twenty-fi"e year., there 

was so little security in the country now enjoying 

Uriti h protection, that men dared not li"r in 
d,·tached dwellings. The population of a district 

was compelled to congregate in large to\\ I1S for 

mutual protection. Long tracts of forrst or jungle, 
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within the square, or under the open sheds or 

rooms forming its sides, without being seen by 

their neighbour., 

Of course there is some varietv in the arran!!:e-. ~ 

ments of the different houses, according to the 

taste of individuals; but the prevailiDg, aDd what 

may be termed the purely Dative is such as we 

h,,'e here described, In houses of ret'ent ereetioD, 

the open apartments are now giving place to rooms 

with doors and windows, thrre being seldom more 

than one open apartment in the square, They 

frequently consist of a succe,sion of these quadri­

lateral buildings and yards, the number bping in 

proportion to the consequrn and riches of the 

individual, and the size of hi family, A small 

door of communication at one of the corners leads 

out of une square into another. The wmales of 

the house occup)' one of these interior sets ~f 

apartments, where the)' perform the doml',tie duties 

of the establishmeDt-grinding corn, pounding 

foofoo, cooking and preparing food, The fire­

place is in the centre of the yard, and consists of 

three small clay cones placed close togt·ther in the 

form of a triangle; the cooking utensils re.t be­

twem these, and the wood of the fire is on the 

ground beneath them; the smoke rises into the 

open air, and as the yard is closed in by the w~ 
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with everything necessary for his establishment. 

Gradually, however, are gathered around him the 

superfluous luxuries which travel in the wake of the 

white man. It is amusing to observe, in many of 

the family houses, the progress of ideas among Its 

inmates, and the various degrees of advancement 

which they have made, from their different anange­

ments. Their superstition may be seen in the 

bottle or string suspended over the doorway, in the 
• 

Fetish trce in the yard, and in the posts erected in 

the corners and behind the doors, to sustain vessels 

which hold Fetish substances. 

The old people care not to vary the practice of 

their fathers, and confine themselves to the simple 

necessaries of life, not so much that they do not 
prefer the comforts of more civilized habits, as 

that tbey cannot give themselves the trouble to 

acquire the means to gratify them. The bare clay 

walls of their apartment, with their mats nnrl 

stools, their earthen pots and calabashes, bespeak 
the stagnant nature of their ideas. In another 

apartment of the same house, we find perhaps 

dishes of pewter and earthenware, a spoon, " 
knife and fork, a table, a chair, a bed, and a trunk; 

and the walls whitewashed, with pictures and the 
owner's musket and cartouch-box hung upon them. 

Again we may find, still in the same house, a well-
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especially in external acquirements, to be the 
grand desideratum of young Africa. So great is , 
the competition in this respect, that it is leading 
many to ruin; for, not satisfied to wait the slow 
process of obtaining the means of adding to their 

enjoyments by habits of frugal industry, by which 
the road to wealth is open to all, they are apt 
to launch into extravagant expenses, without at 
all reflecting upon their capability of supporting 

, 
them, In this way, it is not at all uncommon 
to see a person run headlong and deeply into 
debt, all the while that he is building a house, 
which may possibly be sold by his creditors even 
before the projector has managed to make it 
habitable. Others, with equal imprudence, ex­
pend the whole of their means in raising a costly 
building, which remains a mere unfinished sheIl­

a monument of the folly and of the pride of its 
owner. Some even make a greater miscalculation 
of their means than this, and commence a structure 
upon a scale so disproportioned to their means, 
that they are compelled to leave it half-finished, 
to be battered to the ground by the rains. But 
on all hands we sec pretensions to a much higher 
class of building than the preceding generation 
considered necessary for their wants, and failure is 

• 

by no means the invariable result of these am-
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plantation in the immediate vicinity of the sacred 

grove, which they approached with a levity and irre­

verence highly displeasing to the Fetisbmen, wbo 

urged upon the Fantee chiefs the necessity of .... eng­

iog their insulted god. The believers in Fetish 

gencrally, however, did not consirler their interfer­

ence necessary, as they had great faith in the power 

of their cbief deity to avenge himself, and they 

belie'·ed that he would be induced to make some 

signal demonstration of his wrath again't the pro­

fane contemners of his power. Their faith in this 

hope was, however, disappointed, for the plantations 

which they thought must be blighted were particu­

larly fruitful, and a still more marked indignity 

failed to rouse the anger of the god. One of the 

Christian converts did not fcar to shoot a deer 

within the precincts of the grove, wbicb was regarded 

as such a flagrant contempt of the great Fetish, that 

the priest at last prevailed upon the Fantee .chiefs 

to take the malter into their serious considrrntion. 

A council was held, at which it was agreed that the 

chiefs would mutually support each other in punish­

ing the next in,ult offered to their deity. Adoo, 

the chief of Manknssim, (the representative of the 

former kings of Fantee, whcn the nation acknow­

ledged one king,) was appointed guardian of the 

Fetish. The other chiefs promised him their sup­

port, and consenl<'d to share the responsibility of 
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worshippers of the Fetish, and their conduct had 

been calculated with a view to provoke them. 

Nor did Adoo seek to deny his act, which he and 

his brother chiefs justified as a duty which be owed 

to his gods. The merits of the case were, there­
fore, easily comprehended; but it was not so easy 
to decide upon tbe best manner of treating it. 

There was a necessity for the calmest deliberation, 

for a due allowance being made for the prejudices 

of tbe people, who had faith in their Fetllih, and 
for the exhibition of the most impartial consi. 

deration, without regard for Christian or heathen. 

It was decided that Adoo should pay to the Chris­

tians the full value of the prope y destroyed by the 
burning of their huts, which was calculated at 

£56, and that, moreover, he should pay a fine of 

£40 to her Majesty for his flagrant contempt of the 

law. The insulters of the Fetish were adjudged 
to pay £20 to the Fantee chiefs, as compensation 

for the insults offered tbem through their Fetish. 

It may perhaps be thought that the treatment they 
had received, had been sufficient to relie,·. them 
from further punishment, and that the lawlessness 

of Adoo's act had forfeited every title to a consi­

deration of their insulted feelings. But without 

basing the whole decision upon the original merits 

of the case, it would have been impossible to con­
vince the Fetbh worshippers that favour and par_ 
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tiality had not keen shown to the Christians; for 

in dealing out justice to them, it is more necessary 

to mark, by comparative penalties, our sense of 

the different degrees of culpability, than, after care­

fully summing up the evidence, to strike the balance 

of guiltiness and affix a single penalty upon the 

greatest offender. 

The circumstances of important cases are ex­

tensively, although often imperfectly, known to the 
• 

public; and it is only by the amount of penalty 
that they can estimate the Europeans' views of jus­

tice, as the strictures of the judge are not generally 
heard. As soon as judgment was given in this 

case, the chiefs requested, as they often do, to be 
allowed to retire for a few minutes to consult upon 

it. When they returned to the hall, theyacknow­

ledged its justice in respect to the compensation 
decreed for themselves, and the fine imposed for 

the violation of the law, and expressed their perfect 

readiness to abide by the decision to this extent; 
but their whole sentiments revolted against the idea 

of compensating the Christians for their losses. 
These were, in their eyes, altogether an inadequate 
punishment for the affronts offered to the Fetish. 

They, therefore, argued strenuously against sub­

mission upon this point, and alleged that they 
could not compromise the dignity of the great 





THE GOLD COAST. 307 

shippers to liYe together in the same country, 

without mutually offending each other. 

\Vhile the assessor insisted upon compensation 

being made for the losses sustained, and thus 

justified and explained the grounds of his decision, 

lind the principles upon which he acted, he, at 

the same time, expressed his willingness to 

mediate between them, in order to remove occa­

sions of future quarrels. v"ith this view, although 
• 

he would neither compel nor sanction the abandon-

ment of their plantations, merely to gratify the 

superstitious feclings of the Fetish worshippers, 

yet he would recommend the Christians to sell 

them; and if the chiefs were sincere in their 

desire to do honour to their Fetish, they would 

not object to make some sacrifice, to preserve the 

inYiolability of his abode. 

Although these arguments were neither satis­

factory nor convincing-for the assessor was 

reasoning with them upon the only subject on 

which they will not listen to reason-yet they 

established in the minds of the chiefs and people 

the conviction that the gowrnment was pursuing 
in this matter the same system of impartial justice 

which they had observed to characterise its general 

conduct. They had the penetration to perceive 

the inutility of attempting to alter this policy, 
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and they sorrowfully submitted themselves to the 
decision, saying: "If our master prefers these 
ten Christians to the whole of the Fantee nation, 

we cannot help it; we are sorry, but we submit." 

In this remark we have an excellent illustration 

of their ideas of justice. It would never occur 

to them to support a principle, in opposition to 

such a numerical opposition. It implied also a 
partial disruption of the cordial ties which had 
hitherto united them to the government, their 

great attachment to their Fetish rendering their 
present submission a se,'ere ,truggle bet"een . 

the duty required of them by their faith, and 
that imposed upon them by . government which 
they loved and respected, and of whose power 

to benefit them they were fully conscious. 

Seeing no means of overcoming the assessor's 
determination, Ottoo, chief of Abrah, and Am­

mooney, chief of Anamaboe, became responsible 

for the payment of the fine and compensation­
money on the morrow. Then they left the 

fort, much dejected at the result of the investi­

gation. 

It had been necessary to close the gates of the 
fort, to exclude the retainers of the chiefs, who 

were anxious to be present. About two hundred 

of the principal men were all that the hall could 
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accommodate. The others took up a position 

outside the gate, and waited with much impatience 

the result of the trial. As soon as it was an­

nounced to them, they flew to their arms, which 

had been deposited in the houses of their Ana­

maboe fl~ends, and in less than ten minutes Adoo 

was surrounded by fully a thousand of adherents, 

who raised him upon their heads, and carried him 

in defiant triumph through the town. It appeared 
• 

that these measures had all been previously ar-

ranged by a party of the bush chiefs, without 

the connivance or knowledge of the Anamaboes 

and Abrahs. Their object in obtaining a hearing 

of the palayer at Anamaboe, instead of Cape Coast, 

had been to be out of reach of physical coercion, 

which the presence of troops in garrison there 

afforded. Thcy believed it possible to awe the 

a"essor, unsupported as he was by any present 

protection, into a compliance with their wishes 

in the settlement of the case. Failing in this, 

they had resoh'cd to withstand his authority, and 

to brave his displeasure, and the manner in which 

the~' now acted but too plainly evinced their 

feelings. 

'Yhile they paraded Adoo through the streets, 

they ,ung the praises of the Fetish, proclaimed 

the merits of the chief as its protecting hero, and 
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Many subsequent attempts were made to induce 
Adoo to submit to the authorities, and to come 
to the castle; but he equally disregarded the 
summons of the goyernor, and the persuasions 

of many of his countrymen. He provided himself 
with powder and lead, cut war-paths through tbe 

bush, and maintained himself for four months 
in an attitude of armed defiance. He was sup­

ported in his resistance by many of the Fantee 
chiefs, who, assembling in the neighbourhood of 
the Fetish grove, kept watch and ward lest aoy 
sudden attempt should be made to sei2e Adoo, 

or to destroy the sacred abode. During this 
time, the more favourably -disposed chiefs endea­
voured to mediate between him aod the governor, 

and were willing to pay the fine. The amount 
decreed to compensate the I . s of the Christians 
was still a stumbling-block for all, although 
Ammooney and Ottoo did not refuse to redeem 
th,·ir responsibility. A half-way submission of 

thIS kind was deemed uDsatisfacton', and the 
• 

authorities preferred to wait the progress of 

events, rightly judging that the state of un­
certainty in which Adoo and his friends wert·, 
and the interruption which his hostile attitude 

was gil'ing to commercial intercoun.e, would soon 
hecome intolerable to all parties, and render them 
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they would venture to give a decided answer. On 

their return, they acknowledged Adoo's conduct to 

be very bad, and also the necessity of reducing bim 

to obedience; but they did not see how they could 

go and fight against the Braffo Fetish. It was 

true, tbe Cape Coast people were the soldiers of the 
• 

fort, and were ready, on all ordinary occasions, to 

fight the battles of their English m""ters; hut the 

governor must make allowances for them, if they 

hesitated to engage in a war wbich so deeply impli­

cated the religious feelings of the whole people. 

They begged that he would defer bis intention of 

proceeding to hostilities for a week, to allow them 

to send 1\ fresh deputation to Adoo and the people 

with him; hoping by their persuasions to influ­

ence him to submit. If their remonstrances should 

prm'e ineffectual, they would no longer withhold 

their assistance, as they were convinced of the 

necessity of supporting the authority of the govern­

ment. The governor gladly accepted tbis condi­

tional promise of their co-operation, and to give 

weight to the representations of the deputation, 

active and ostent.~tious preparations were made for 

war, in order that the public rumour of them 

might intimidate the recusant chief. The soldiers 

were daily paraded and exercised at target practice, 

and trained to the use of the rocket-guns and field-
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proceeding to extremities against Adoo; but if 
they ever contemplated farther resistance, their 

hopes of success must have been entirely destroyed 

by the precautionary measures which were taken 
to maintain the peace of the town. An officer and 

a party of gunners were stationed in Fort \Villiam 

Tower, which completely commands .... castle, 
the town, and its approaches. The in 

the garrison were under arms. The gates were 

closed, and only a small wicket left open for the 

admission of the chiefs. The sentri"" were doubled, 

and the officer in charge of the gate had orders to 
admit only tbe principal men. By ten o'clock they 

began to arrive, and to take up their seats in the 

largest hall of the castle. It was nearly twelve 

hefore Adoo made his appearance, escorted by the 
Cape Coast deputation. He entered tbe castle with 

great state and show, and seemed offended that 

his drummers and Ihom-blower were not allowed 

to attend him. He was dre!;Sed in a "ery rich 
yellow silk damask cloth. His wrists and ankles 

were profusely decorated with golden ornaments, 

while a string of valuable beads, interspersed with 

lumps of rock-gold encircled his neck, and bung 
down upon his breast. His air was altogether a 

strange mixture of stately dignity, blustering 

swagger, and stealthy apprebension. Wbile his 
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dicated without nny unworthy compromise, con­

sented to forgive Adoo for bis contumacy, and not 

to inflict any additional punisbment upon him. ' 

He insisted, however, on his depositing a security 

of fifty ounces of gold-dust in the castle, as a 

pledge tbat be would observe a perfect obedience ./ 

for the space of two years. The fine and the 

compensation to the Christians having been paid, 

this troublesome question was finally set at rest. 

But the effects of ' this religious excitement 

were not confined to the case in question. During 

these four montbs of antagonism, the minds of 

men had been directed to their system of Fdish 

worship with a more intelligent and reasoning 

scrutiny, than thry had ever before exercised. The 

defection of scveral of tbe priests, and the dis­

closw'cs which they did not hesitate to make of 

the tricks of the Fetishmen, had a tendency to 

weaken tbe confidence of the natives generally. 

Several of the chiefs, who had hitherto been blind 

followers of the Fetishmen, were anxious that the 

white men should institute an inquiry into their 

proceedings, evidently prepared, if the iOl'estiga­

tion should prove their pretensions to be foundrd 

on lies and cheats, to throw off their grie,'ous 

voke . 
• 

Thr consequence of this infidel spirit \Va a 
p 3 
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more determined and coneentrated effort on the 

part of the Feti.hmen to prop up tbeir tottering 

power. This feeling, more than the insults of the 

Assafa Christians, was the occasion of the council 

of Fantee chiefs upon the subject, and of Adoo's 

outrageous act. They hat! observed, with a bitter 

hate, the prevalence of new ideas destructive of 

their authority, and while they had yet influence 

over the superstitious fears of the people, they in­

stigated the Fantee chiefs to make an united effort 

to maintain the supremacy of the Fetish. It was 

abo the persuasions of the F eti hmen, founded 

upon pretended communicati,;ons with the great 

Fetish, that kept Adoo so long firm in his 

recusancy. He was confirmed in the course .... hich 

they had compelled him to adopt by frequent 

messages from the deity. 

The Fetishmen were daily inquiring of their 

god, what was to be the result of the struggle, and 

the responses which they pretended to rcttive 

buoyed up Adoo with a superstitious confidence.. 

Upon the receipt of the governor's summons, he 

Ilever manifested the smallest disrespect. On the 

eontrar)', he alway. acknowledged the Engli.h as 

his master., whom he was ready to obey, and cx­

pressed his willingness to procced to Cape Coast, 

pl'o\'ided the Fetish would give him permissiun. 
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Here they concerted their diabolical plans, and 

bound themseh'es by a great oath to secrecy. A 

SUbscription was made for the purpose of engaging 

the services of some Fetishman, skilled in poison, 

who was to be hired to put them to death. While 

they were thus making their preparations to 

establish anew the authority of the great Fetish by 

such unscrupulous measures, the growing discon­

tent of the people, and the active preparations or 

the governor, alarmed· many of the Anamaboe 

Fetishmen, who urged upon the Braft'o priests the 

necessity of allowing Adoo to go to Cape Coast, 

and of trusting to the chapter of accidents for the 

re-establishment of their authority. Many of 
them saw that their brethren at Mankassin had 

overshot the mark, by counselling Adoo's continued 

resistance, and they trembled for the entire over­

throw of their power by a longer persistence. 

The whole of the Fetish priests during this 

time, were in a state of great excitement. Their 

entire crafty system, by which they obtained " 
means of lil'elil,ood, was in danger. Some of 

them, perceiving it to be a falling cause, were 

an.xious to separate themselves in time from their 

community, and thus to escape the punishment 

which seemed ine,oilable, while others pressed upon 

he priests of the great Fetish the necessity of 
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he startled the assembly by announcing that he , 

had now the intention of showing them what kind' 

of people they had been supporting, almost to the 

verge of bringing utter destruction upon the 

country. He charged the Fetishmen with a -con­

spiracy to commit murder, and stated that he had ' 

proofs to lay before them of their guilt, as well as 

of the gross deceptions which they practised, and 

he invited them to appear in the castle on the 

morrow to be present at this investigation. I 

This announcement was received by the chiefs 
• 

with a ,,"riety of emotions. Some of them, 

staunch supporters of the Fetish, shrank from an 

exposure of the kind; and othen, and especially the 

Abrahs and Anamaboes, whose faith was greatly 

shaken, were anxious to have their doubts resolved, 

and their consciences eased by the conviction of 

the Fetish impostures. The chiefs were ordered 

to bring the Fetishmen of their several districts 

into court, and the predominant desire to ha\"e the 

matter thoroughly sifted was e,ideneed by the 

alacrity ,vith which they sent for them. Adoo's 

case had sunk in..to perfect insignificance, before 

the weightier considerations involved in the present 

accusations. 
With reference to this point, it is sufficient to 

state that the conspiracy to poison was fully proved 
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and acknowledged by the Fetishmen themselves. 
Nineteen of them, men and women, were fully con­

\,ictcd of this heinous crime, and the assessor had 

the satisfaction of gaining over the chiefs to their 

punishment. They were even willing to outvie 

him in severity, and pronounced the criminals 

worthy of death. The men were sentenced to be 

publicly flogged, and to be imprisoned and put 

to hard labour for the space of five years. The 

I women, in consideration of their sex, got off \\~th 

two years imprisonment. The public whipping of 

the dreaded Fetishmen was inflicted in the market­

place of Cape Coast, amidst the universal applause 

of the people. 

Upon the subject of the Fetishmen's tricks and 

dec('ptions, no less curiosity was evinced. The 

exposure of these struck at the very root of their 

faith, and an eagerness proportioned to its im­

portance was accordingly felt. For three long 

days during which the investigation took place, the 

large hall was as crowded as on the first day of 

Adoo's trial; and when conviction was at last 

clearly brought home to the minds of the people, 
it was curious to ob.erVl' its effect upon different 

minds. Some njuiced, some grieved, some 

laughed, and some were indignant. Several of 

the Fctishmcn's accomplices, who had been 
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advice which I now give to all who are young, to 

give up their Fetish and to go to schooL" It was 

impossible to sec their only stay and support, 

thus rudely hattered to pieces, without a feeling of 

pity for their desolate condition, bereft of every 

spiritual trust. Many of them left the castle 

sorrowful and downcast, and were heard repeating 

to each other, "\Vhat can we nolV do in sickness 

and distress ?" " Whither can we fly for succour ?" 
" Our gods have been' proved to be no gods!" 

" Our priests h,ve decei\'cd us !" 

"'hen the writer left the coast, the altar of the 

great Fetish, who had been "e\'erently worshipped 

for ages, was entirely deserted, and the sacred 
persons of thc priests w('re no longer of any 

account. Adeo, attributing his los es and mis­

fortunes to them, had compelled them to refund tbe 

mone\" which had been taken from him. -
It is not intended to cOllvey the impression, that 

the conviction of the roguery of this, the principal 
Fetish of the country, has eradicated the desire to 

worship Fetishes. This desire will remain, until 

their minds have become enlightened by a 
knowledge of the Christian religion, for the in­

troduction of which, this sapping of their former 
faith has clearly pavrd the way. It speaks well for 

the docile dispoition of the people, that such a 
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movement has been effected without bloodshed. 

At one time our power and influence trembled in 

the scale, and nothing but the calm and temperate 

measures of the government prevented a fearful 

calamity." 

• As this work was about to go to press, the author 
reeeh"ed a letter from Mr. Freeman. from the Gold Coast, 
which has been added in an appendix. The reader will 
perceive that the effects of this exposure have even exceeded 
the author's expectations. 



APPENDIX. 

Extract from a Lf'lIer of the Rev. T. B. Freeman, dotlel 

Cape Coa.t. SeptembEr 30. 1852. 

H I have long felt desirous to write a few line!!!) giving 

you a little information respecting the state of our work 

here ~ince you left us; but whenever a vessel bas been 

sailing. I have been so hardly prt!~sed with official duties, 

that I ba\'e been compelled to forego that plea~ure. I 

cnnnot, bowe\-er. allow thi~ vessel to leave without con· 

veying to you n few line!:: from me. 

'i Since your departure from the coast, many detply 
intere~ting circum'ltnnces, indicating the growing n!!cend­

ancy of Christian truth have occurred; and the practical 

rc-.ult<lo of the de::otruction of the pernicious influence of 

the Grand Fetis:h arc now being clearly devdopcd. The 

little church at Assara * now contain.:; upwards o( eighty 

• It was against this small 110dy of Christians that .\doo "cnt In 
the rau~e of the fetish: they then, I helie\c, numhered fuurteen. 
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