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EIGHTEEN YEARS

ON

THE GOLD COAST.

CHAPTER L

The gresat degradation of the African owing to a consti-
tutional law of our nature—Assertion of the natural
affections—The authority of the local government—Its
great moral power—Insubordination of Chiefs—Alarm of
the Fetishmen — Causes of our extensive influence—
Necessity for maintaining it—Diminished power of the
Chiefs—The Governor’s necessary severity — Establish-
ment of good order—Its effect upon men’s minds—
Poverty of the people — More general union of the
members of a family—Frequent appeals made to the
Governor—A better understanding and full confidence
established —Caution in carrying out reforms — Great
influence of the decisions given in Court.

THE ordinary effect of misfortune upon man-
kind, when not under the influence of Christian
feeling is to beget a selfishness, dead alike to the
voice of pature and humanity. We accordingly

YOL. II, B



2 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON

find that the long series of miseries, which for ages
pressed upon this unfortunate race, begat in them a
brutish insensibility to human suffering. Occupied
entirely with the care of their individual interests,
and checked in their pursuit by no moral restraint,
every imagination of the thoughts of the heart
became their only rule of life, and the natural and
inevitable consequence of this guidance was, of
course, what unerring wisdom had declared it in-
variably to be, “ only evil continually.” To such
depths of degradation had man’s natural depravity
conducted the African, that the mnatives of more
favoured lands, in the pride of superior acquire-
ments, have sometimes scorned to admit them to
an equality of origin. This has not been a preju-
dice of the ignorant only, but many who considered
themselves entitled to be regarded as philosophers,
and as lights of the world, have written and argued
in defence of this doctrine.

A little attention to the corrupt tendency of the
human heart, and of the consequence of yielding
to its dictates, in the total extinction of every seed
of goodness, might, we think, have led the candid
inquirer to see that the complete demoralization of
the African is owing to a constitutional law of our
nature, to which the white man and the black are

equally subject. He might have learned, by a




THE GOLD COAST. 3

reference to the early records of the most favoured
nations of the earth, that wherever gross ignorance
and an idolatrous worship have prevailed, the work
of corruption has been uninterrupted and progres-
sive, and that the debasement and elevation of in-
dividual man, as well as of nations, have been in
exact proportion to the moral standard of his
worship. If he will admjt this much, the long ages
of dark superstition which has kept the African
mind in thrall, and the influences of external and
internal lawlessness and oppression, will, we think,
sufficiently account for its moral debasement, without
having recourse to any original inferiority of nature,

It has been the misfortune of this race to labour
under a greater accumulation of miseries than has
fallen to the lot of any other, and to have been
continually subjected to them for a longer period.
During these long ages of progressive debasement,
the principle of evil in our nature became so
strengthened and confirmed by habitual exercise,
and the reasoning faculty so powerless, that the
proneness of the African to evil assumed the
character of an undeviating instinct, to which
the absence of any sufficient legal restraint gave
the utmost scope. But though thus fallen and
ruined, without an apparent vestige of any higher
destiny than their mean and grovelling desires and

B 2



4 5 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON

pursuits indicated, there yet existed in their minds
—obscured and defaced, it is true, but still unextin-
guished—the glimmering of a purer ray, which
needed only a more genial atmosphere for its
brighter development. That this has been the
case, a review of the progress made during the last
twenty years will sufficiently prove.

As soon as the minds of men began to recover
from the deadly paralysis, which was the result
of the accumulation of evils that had so long
afflicted them, and to experience some relief from
the mcessant blight which kept withering every
sickly bud of hope that sprung up in their breasts,
feelings of natural affection were the first to assert
their claim for redress.

Cheerless and desolate as the home of the
African had in general been, without those endear-
ing associations which hallow it in the eyes of
more favoured nations, it nevertheless still formed
the load-star to which their thoughts, relieved
from the cares of self-preservation, became ulti-
mately attached. Even many, to whom the
domestic affections had never been known, longing

for human sympathy, and feeling the aching void

of the heart, yearned to relieve their oppressed

feclings in the bosom of some one, whom they

could regard as connected with them by the ties of
-

e
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THE GOLD COAST. 5

blood. The dispersion of a brood of chickens, and
the wide and sudden separation of a flock of sheep
with their restless wanderings and plaintive cries
to be re-united, form no inapt representations of
the condition of the Gold Coast at the time to
which we refer. But man’s havoc among his
fellow-men is more irreparable than that committed
by the beasts of prey upon their quarry. A long
series of years has not yet healed the wounds
which were inflicted, and generations yet unborn
will be affected by them. Much, however, has
been done to alleviate their calamities.
The acknowledgment of the independence of
the Fantees and other allied tribes, which the
/ English government wrung from the Ashantees,
relieved the country from its most oppressive
load ; and the consequent supervision of its
general police by the government, affected such a
salutary improvement in the increased facility and
security of communication, that such redress as
the peculiar circumstances of the social condition
of the people admitted, was open to all. It must
be remembered, that the fundamental constitution
of society was neither affected by this indepen-
dence, nor by the protectorate of England. The
same servile dependence of families upon their
head, of vassals on their lord, and of slaves on
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their master, which has been already described,
continued to exist in full force. Now, as before,
individuals were given in pawn, and sold into
slavery, according to the necessities of their
relations and owners. The individuals of a
household had still a property value in the esti-
mation of its head, and human beings still formed
a portion of the currency of the country. |

The great step gained was the limitation which
the suppression of lawlessness put upon this
system, and the opportunity which a good police
and an impartial administration of justice afforded
to every one, of resisting unjust claims for the
present, and of obtaining relief from such as had
been iniquitously established in time past.

Nothing could more foreibly demonstrate their
need of a disinterested superior, and their estima-
tion of the advantages derived from his super-
“intending justice, than the fact, that with a corps
of one hundred and twenty men, natives of the
country, and with pecuniary resources not ex-
ceeding, annually, £4,000, Governor Maclean
maintained for a series of years an undisputed
sway over an immense extent of territory, d;
prising a numerous population, mpond of dif-
ferent tribes, speaking different languages,
many of them possessed of great physic

«




THE GOLD COAST. 7

There have been few instances in the history of
the world of such an extensive influence, so
completely the result of moral force. But it must
not be imagined that it had the effect of entirely
putting a stop to unjust practices, or of effecting
any vital revolution in the principles upon which
their general polity was grounded. The remem-
brance of their uncontrolled power was too fresh
in the minds of the chiefs, and the temptation to
relapse into their former tyranny too strong, to be
always successfully resisted. The distance of
many of them also from the seat of the controlling
power was so great, and the detection of their
mal-practices, on that account, so uncertain, that
the restraint of fear did not always operate with
the unvarying precision which was essential for
the prevention of injustice. Exalted conceptions
also of their physical power, of their kingly state,
and of the traditionary glory of their ancestors,
which the flattery of interested sycophants kept
continually ringing in their ears, placed their sub-
mission to a superior in a degrading point of view,
and induced them to make comparisons between
their power and the physical strength of the
government, favourable to their own consequence,
and inconsistent with perfect obedience.

These considerations, coupled with the instine-
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tive alarm of the priesthood, who intuitively per-
ceived that the domination of the Europeans
would greatly impair their influence, and who
therefore used it, while it remained to them, to
warn their countrymen against incurring the dis-
pleasure of the gods by a departure from the
customs of their fathers, kept alive a refractory
spirit, which occasionally manifested itself in acts
of cruelty and oppression in open defiance of any
superior authority. And as acts of obvious
injustice could not always be prevented, so neither
could any radical change be effected in the fun-
damental structure of society. The relative
positions of its members had been the result of a
progressive growth, which might well bear a
nobler graft, productive of better fruit than that of
the natural branch, but whose stem and roots
could not be disturbed without endangering its
vitality, and hastening its decay.

But although it was found impossibja to pre-
vent injustice at all times, yet redress of injuries
was generally within the power of the government,

delays which were inseparable from the very nature
of its influence. Had it been based on physical
force, injustice would have been less frequent, and
its redress and punishment more consequent on its

b

nothwithstanding the temporary obstructions and
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THE GOLD COAST. 9

commission ; but it is doubtful whether the effect
in gradually moulding the inclinations of the
people, and in diffusing generally a more humane
spirit, would have been so salutary and lasting by
" the resistless opposition of superior force, as by
the exhibition of an undeviating course of justice,
struggling with difficulties, often baffled, but
never dismayed, and persevering with an untiring
firmness to the accomplishment of its object.

In the one case, the impression left on the
mind is merely what they had seen exhibited
among themselves—the coercion of the weak by
the strong; in the other, they have leisure to con-
template the moral government of the world, to
trace effects through all their intricate windings to
their original cause, to observe the certainty of
punishment following a deviation from rectitude
and justice, and to arrive at the wise conclusion
that “ honesty is the best policy.”

We would not, by these remarks, be understood
to undervalue the importance of a sufficient
coercive force. On the contrary, to ensure good
government, there ought to be present in the
minds of the governed the conviction that the
government can at all times, when necessity re-
quires it, bring a physical force to bear more than
sufficient to crush every opposition. There is no

B 3
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10 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON

necessity for continually parading this force. In- .
deed, it is not necessary even that it should be
known whence, on any occasion of emergency, it
is to spring up. It is sufficient that the executive
should be surrounded by such symbels of his
authority, as will protect him from insult, ensure
respect, and enable him to provide for the ordinary
administration of justice. When extraordmary
emergencies occur, the moral influence of the
government will become the source of its physical
force, and will raise defenders sufficient to quell
the disaffected, and to enforce justice.

The peculiar circumstances of oar position on the
Gold Coast have hitherto rendered a large military
force unnecessary. The very important part which

- we played in the war which led to their independence,

and the indication of the exhaustless nature of our
pecuniary resources, apparent in the great reckless-
ness of expense during the progress of the war;
the necessity of a protector against the power and
ambition of the Ashantees, and their own inability
to maintain their independence ; the mutual fear

. and jealousy of rival chiefs, which made a common
* superior necessary to prevent discord ; the tyranny

of chiefs over their dependants, and of masters
over their slaves; and a general belief in the

rectitude of our intentions, and the impartiality of
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our justice ; all conspired to influence the minds of
every class, to elevate us into power, and to make
common cause in maintaining our authority.

This power once assumed, the necessity of
‘maintaining it with a firm hand against encroach-
ments from without, and feuds, discords, and
disobedience from within, involved the existence of
the settlements, and the very principle of self-
preservation. The causes of an occasional refrac-
tory spirit have been briefly adverted to. The
supervision of the government tended to lessen
the consequence of the chiefs, to curtail the sources
of their emolument by the prevention of indis-
criminate extortion and injustice, to elevate the
condition of their dependants, and to obtain for
them a consideration to which, until then, they
had been utter strangers. The impartiality of our
" decisions, the equal distribution of justice to rich

and to poor, the curb put upon the oppressor, and

the general trammels which sought to tame down
the restive and almost incorrigible tempers of the
chiefs to a proper degree of submissive obedience,
made them sigh for a return of former lawlessness,

]md'nlmost regret that they had thrown off the
yoke of the King of Ashantee, who, provided he
obtained his revenue, did not care how much his
vassal chiefs oppressed their people.

|



e i i as ik AEE i 3 =
& Fﬂ-rm
l-l

12 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON

Under the influence of this discontented spirit,
individual chiefs have, upon several ocecasions,
attempted to assert their independence, and to
resist the authority of the government; but
although a partial and temporary success has
sometimes attended their efforts, yet they have
never been able to withstand its power for any
length of time. The arms of rebellion have
dropped one by one from their hands, without the
intervention of force, and left them naked and
defenceless, at the mercy of the government.
Their own dependants, sensible of their increased
privileges through the intervention of the Euro-
peans,did not desire to see their chiefs independent
of control, and were therefore lukewarm in their
support. Rival chiefs could not endure that one
of their number should presume to withdraw him-
self from a control to which they were subject,
and joined heart and hand in enforcing sub-
mission. The freedom of communication and our
relations with Ashantee rendered the independence
of a single chief inconsistent with the general
peace of the country. The cries of obstructed
justice, which roused a spirit of retaliation, oblxged
the governor to cut off the rebellious from any
external communication, and to shut them wup in
their own country; and if need was, and nothing
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else would counsel submission, a demonstration
of brute force still remained to overpower all
opposition.

Such an overwhelming amount of influence
might be supposed sufficient to eradicate every seed
of disobedience from the heart, and to render a
repetition of the same offence incredible ; but neither
the hopelessness of the attempt, the certainty of
punishment, motives of self-interest, nor the perfect
conviction in the minds of the offenders themselves,
in their moments of sober reflection, of the utility
and absolute necessity of European control, could
restrain the wild bursts of passion to which the
ungovernable mind of man in his natural state is
subject, nor check his inherent tendency to trans-
gress, and to harden himself in his transgressions.
The consequence of this seemingly irreclaimable
disposition made the intercourse between the gover-
nor and the chiefs, especially at the outset, a con-
tinual series of offences on the part of the latter,
and of punishment, of pardon, and of re-instatement
to his favour, on the part of the former.

The frequency of these contumacious delinquen-
cies, and the necessity for severity, gave to the
government the character of extreme harshness,
and for some years occasioned an incessant struggle
between the governor and the chiefs, who could
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ill brook to submit themselves to regular rules of
conduct. Fines after fines were imposed with
startling rapidity ; restitution to the uttermost far-
thing was rigidly enforced in every case of wrong ;
even imprisonment and deposition were powerless
in establishing a confirmed habit of obedience.
The happy contrivance of giving pledges for their
peaceable behaviour was at last had recourse to, and
in a short time there was not a chief of any conse-
quence in the country who had not been compelled
. to lodge in Cape Coast Castle the greater part of
his property in gold, as security for his general good
conduct, and for his appearance before the governor
at any time that he might be summoned to answer
a complaint against him.,

To such an extent was this thoughtlessness and
disregard of consequences carried, and such was
their want of self-control, that even in the town
of Cape Coast, under the walls of the castle, and
in the presence of the governor and his whole
garrison, it was necessary to have recourse to the
same system, and to take security of the elders for
the orderly behaviour of the inhabitants, And
now we had a most gratifying corroboration of the
truth of that text in Scripturg which declares,
that “ where our treasure is, there will our heart
be also;” for no sooner was the treasure of the

i i,
57 |
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THE GOLD COAST. 15

chiefs lodged in the strong box of the castle, than
their devotion to the governor, and obedience to
his commands, became the rule of their life. These
deposits were returnable to their owners after a
eertain period of probation, and were renewed or
given up according to the character which each
mdividual chief had managed to establish for him-
self ; and as a proof that they answered the end
intended, there are, out of a very numerous list,
only on record a few instances of forfeiture.

By this simple expedient, and the posting of a
soldier in the principal towns of the different
_“districts, to maintain an open communication

'ihroughout the country, to report misdemeanors
~ to the governor, to signify his wishes to the chiefs
with whom they resided, to assist them in main-
taining their authority over their people, and gene-
rally to keep all in mind of the duty of obedience,
good order and tranquillity were completely estab-
lished.

From this time we are to date a new era in the
history of the Gold Coast. Never, until now, had
there been any scope afforded for the development
of the better qualities of our nature. The liberty
accorded was still prescribed, but a dreadful in-

v cubus had been removed, and men began to
breathe more freely, and to become conscious of

v



16 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON

feelings and of rights of which they had previously
no conception. We are now to see whether there
is not something in the African which, under the
influence of favourable circumstances, entertains as
readily and as eagerly responds to good impres-
sions as in the European ; and to enable us to draw
the parallel with greater justice, we must carry
back our historical recollections to the worst days
of European serfdom and superstition, and com-
pare the slow process by which the fetters which
enslaved both the body and the mind were shaken
off, with the account which we are to give of the
initiative taken in this country.

No sooner was it fully apparent that protection
was afforded to every one, than a new spirit seemed
to pervade the general mass of the people, It
was like the awakening from a dream which had
dissipated the senses, and left no tangible impres-
sion upon the mind, and required a process of
careful reflection to arrive at a proper compre-
hension of their position. It was a boon which
was regarded by many with mixed feelings of grief
and joy—of hope and fear. To some it had come
too late : the spoiler had already seized his prey,
and left none of a numerous family to sympathise
with their feelings ; and to such the contemplation
of another’s joy was only the renewal of their grief.
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Others rejoiced in the prospect of peaceful days, in
which they might sit at ease under their own
palms in the undisturbed enjoyment of the society
of their friends and relations; many clung to the
hope of being able to reunite the scattered numbers
of their several families, and devoted themselves to
a diligent .search after them, with the view of
endeavouring to redeem them from the bondage in
which they were held ; while others set about this
anxious labour in doubt and fear, without a trace
of the lost ones, and ignorant in which direction to
turn their steps.

So general an emotion on the part of a people,
expressed in such an unequivocal manner as soon
as the most distant prospect of relief was opened
up to them, is a sufficient indication, at least, that
there was no want of natural affection ; and that
though misery may have deadened those feelings,
or circumstances may have rendered the exhibition
of them worse than useless, yet they had never
been extinguished.

How often may the calmness of despair have
been mistaken for insensibility, and the perfect
inutility of any exhibition of grief for a callous
indifference! It would have been happy for this
people, if the gratification of those feelings had
been as much within their reach as within their
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inclination ; but years have been passed by many
in a fruitless search ; others have been discovered
in the chains of an incurable bondage ; some have
been traced to the cane-fields of Cuba and Brazil ;
and not a few have poured forth their blood to
grace a heathen holiday, or to gild the tombs of
the Kings of Ashantee. Undismayed, however,
by difficulties, and persevering in spite of dis-
appointment, the main object of the general body
of the population for the last twenty years has
been for each to raise the brokem walls of his
family house, and to gather his widely-scattered
relatives under the shadow of its roof.

But, independently of the impossibility of
success 1n  such contingencies as we have
alluded to, the difficulties were by no means
easilly overcome, even where the residence and
circumstances of the different members of a
family were known, It will be remembered that
we have represented society on the Gold Coast
as being composed, with sundry modifications,
of only the two classes—of master and slave ; that
property in slaves is considered the most valuable
of all kinds of possessions ; and that the constitution
of society had not been affected by the protectorate
of England. Bearing this in mind, as well as the
- processes by which the work of enslaving was
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carried on—namely, by a money value, or by
assistance and protection considered equivalent to
a purchase, it will be seen that more was neces-
sary than the mere discovery of the residence of
a relation to be umited to him. He was the
property of a master, from whom he had to be
redeemed before he could cast off his yoke—of
a master perhaps, who, if he had bought him
formally, might refuse 'a redemption price, or at
least place such an exorbitant value upon him, as
amounted to a prohibition.

It will be seen then, that, notwithstanding the
strong desire exhibited by members of the same
family to be reunited, yet the difficulties which
in most cases opposed the accomplishment of
their wishes were of a nature to prevent their
unconditional freedlom. The rich man could
generally ‘redeem his relations; but after the
grinding tyranny of the Ashantee supremacy,
riches were far from abundant in the land.

Neither, at the time to which we refer, was the
attainment of wealth within the reach of many.
Confidence had not yet been completely estab-
lished. The Ashantees, upon whom we were
dependent for our principal supply of gold, were
in the habit of wvisiting the coast for the pur-
poses of trade in large parties, who, on account
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of the suspicion which still lurked in their minds,
did not consider themselves altogether safe, unless
under the protection of some of the principal
chiefs or head men of the Fantee country.
They therefore left their own country, consigned
to some one of these, who acted as brokers, in
carrying on their trade with the Europeans.
This was a source of great emolument to the
partiecs 1mmediately employed, but had little
effect in diffusing any general benefit. It, in
fact, increased only the property of those who
had the least need for it, and enmabled them to
increase still more the distanee between them
and the other classes of society, and to lay hold
of those advantages which a superior position
in its early stages never fails to place within
their reach.

While this state of matters continued, the
general body of the people who felt most the
pressure of their separate bondage, had no op-
portunity of acquiring means to purchase their
own redemption, or that of their relatives.
They were therefore obliged to content them-
selves with the knowledge of their different situ-
ations, and to limit their intercourse to an oceca-
sional visit or message, as circumstances gave
them opportunity. Upon these occasions they

e
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would, in pure simplicity of heart, often seek
to bespeak a master’s favour for a relation, by
trifling presents ; and by instigating the slave to
zeal for his master’s service, and the master to
kindness, they endeavoured to keep alive such
mutual feelings of satisfaction and good-will, as
made the connection between them agreeable to
both. Where this good understanding did not
exist, and where the severity of the master ren-
dered the slave’s life miserable, recourse was often
had to some wealthy person, who had the repu-
tation of being a good man, who was entreated
to purchase his redemption from the bad master,
and to make him his own slave; and as the
services of a discontented slave were always un-
satisfactory to the master, the latter generally
consented readily enough to his redemption.
Slaves and pawns had it thus very much in
their own power to make choice of their own
master, and this liberty of choice contributed
largely to bring together the different members
of a family under one master, and thus, by af-
fording free scope to the enjoyment of the
domestic affections, deprived slavery of its severest
sting.

This then was the first step which the full
protection given by the government enabled the
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people to take—namely, the more general union
of the different members of a family under the
same roof, and the relief opened up to many
from the severity of a bad master. As yet,
however, there was no diminution in the extent
of slavery. It was its quality alone which had
been affected.

But the progress after this is now rapid. The
great vigilance of the government in detecting,
and its rigour in punishing acts of oppression,
the frequent resort of aggrieved persons to the
local authorities, and the ready and cheap redress
of injuries, soon made the whole population
perfectly familiar with the nature of the pro-
tection afforded them, and wawilling to submit
to any wrong at the hands of their own chiefs.
From the decision of these, appeals were frequent.
The chiefs themselves, in consequence, had often
occasion to resort to Cape Coast Castle, and had
many opportunities, by their attendance in court,
of comprehending more fully the broad prinei-
ples of justice, and the necessity of enforcing
them for the general good of society. They
soon perceived that the governor’s severity,
which they had at first been inclined to regard

as persecution, was dictated from an enlightened
view of a necessary example, for the mainte-
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nance of order, and the general tranquillity of
the country, in which they themselves had the
principal interest. A better and more cordial
understanding, which at length ripened into the
most perfect confidence and esteem, was the
result of a longer acquaintance.

The effect of all this was to bring the governor
prominently forward before the whole country in -
his true position—as the federal head and pro-
tector of the allied chiefs, responsible for their
observance of treaties to the Ashantees, and
their defender against any unjust demands from
these—their mediator between each other, and
the general redresser of wrongs. The -chiefs
began to regard themselves as so many officers

/’r of government, to each of whom was entrusted
the administration of the affairs of his own

{ people, subject to the supervision of the gover-
nor, who, by the punishment of injustice, and
by heartily approving and rewarding a proper
discharge of their duties, soon managed to elicit

a strong desire to obtain his favour. If the
motives for this zeal were base, it was never-

* theless attended with a more extensive distri-
bution of justice, and the diffusion generally of

a more humane and equitable spirit. Instead
of a captious opposition, seeking insidiously to
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overreach the law, and laying hold of every
possible occasion to cause obstruction, and to
limit the influences of good order, there was
now, externally at least, a disposition which we
believe in many cases to have been founded on
a just appreciation of their real interests, to go
hand-and-hand with the governor, and to give
him every assistance in establishing and main-
taining a more perfect system of justice than
had hitherto guided their intercourse with each
other.

Their 1deas of justice, it is true, were not of that
enlightened character which helongs to a higher
standard of moral duty. They were still influenced
by the prejudices of a dark saperstition and tra-
ditionary customs, and required the watchful and
resolute caution of a skilful reformer, whose care
was as necessary in guarding against a too hasty
innovation, as in rigidly enforcing the utmost
degree of social progress which might safely be
ventured upon.

Nor was the governor without a sufficient test
of the state of public feeling upon these important
points. The court (of which, at the time to which
we refer, he was himself the judge) became a spe-
cies of lecture-room, from which the principles of
justice were disseminated far and wide thr% |
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, the country. It was daily crowded by listeners
from the most distant districts under our jurisdic-
tion, as well as by those close at hand. The prac-
tice of the chiefs being constantly surrounded by a
large body of retainers, gave greater publicity to the

* doctrines inculcated, by the free access of all classes

to a knowledge of the sentiments which influenced

their government. The chief there learned that an
injustice done in his judicial capacity would recoil
upon himself ; the master, that he owed duties to
his slave, the neglect of which, or an undue seve-
rity, would lead to his unconditional emancipation ;
the slave, that though obedience was the badge of
all his tribe, he was still the object of a care, which
would shield him from oppression and vindicate
his title to a kind and humane consideration ; the
husband, that his wife and the mother of his
children was not a mere household drudge, the
instrument of his gross passion, and his grosser
cupidity, but that she was entitled to his love and
his regard, and was intended to be the sharer of
his joys and his sorrows ; and the wife that she had
been submitting to an unjust degradation, and
that she could appeal successfully against the un-
worthy position allotted to her. Although it was

not always possible to carry out the rules of moral

dlllty to the extent that could be desired—and a
VOL. 1L C
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mightier influence than that of the civil mw
was necessary for their strict observance—yet the
effect of the decisions in the court, and the ge-
neral expositions with which they were attended,
had a very sensible operation in ameliorating ge-
nerally the social condition of the people.

The court also became a very successful, and
‘not an invidious medium of attack upon their most
objectionable laws and customs, as well as upon
such of their superstitious observances as led to an
unjust invasion of individual rights and liberties.
The victims of their severe laws in reference to
debt, of a false accusation, and of pretended crimes
of which they had no evidence but their supersti-
tious fears, or the oracular dictate of the Fetishman,
of sorcery, witcheraft, and of a variety of super-
stitious offences, never applied in vain for protec-
tion. Any direct attack upon such dearly-che-
rished prejudices would have raised a perfect storm
of opposition, and such watchwords as ever answer
party purposes would soon have been heard, to
intimate that persecution had begun. But when
it was seen that the governor did not go out of
his way to seek for cause of accusation, that he
merely threw his protecting shield over one of
themselves appealing against injuries inflicted for
offences, of the commission of which they could
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produce no reasonable proof, they were obliged to
acknowledge that he was actuated by a sense of
justice, and not by direct hostility to their customs.
By this indirect censure, and the tone of slighting
ridicule with which their childish superstitions
were treated, as if unworthy of a moment’s serious
consideration, many bad practices which at one
time had been attended with very injurious conse-
quences fell completely into contempt, and were
laughed at and disavowed by those who still had
faith in them, although they were ashamed to
own 1it.

Sometimes during the investigation of eircum-
stances connected with appeals to the court, cruel
and barbarous practices were revealed, which were
scarcely known to the Europeans to exist; but
which were considered a necessary part of their re-
ligious observances, which could not be abolished
without incurring the displeasure of the gods.
The pertinacity with which ignorance hugs its ab-
surd superstitions is well known, and appears to be
in exact proportion to their absurdity. Abstract
reasoning with such characters is perfectly out of
place. An implicit faith in the benevolent inten-
tion of the law-giver, a consciousness of his general
superiority, and of the advantages of obedience,
occasicnal demonstrations of his power, and the

c 2
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certainty of punishment in withstanding it, are
essential to the abolition of a confirmed custom.
The prejudices in its favour will exist long after its
fruits have been destroyed, and will only yield to
time, and the influence of a new class of ideas
arising out of a more comprehensive view of self-
interest. As soon, then, as the governor had
established sufficient confidence to afford a rea-
sonable hope of success in putting down their most
obnoxious practices, he cautiously led his attack
against them. By frequent animadversions upon
their iniquitous character, and the absolute neces-
sity of abolishing them, by the announcement that
he was only waiting for a favourable opportunity
to do so effectually, he familiarized men’s minds to
their possible suppression at no distant period, and
won over many to an acknowledgment of their
unfitness ; and when he perceived that he had thus
sufficiently paved the way for an enactment upon
the subject, he peremptorily commanded their dis-
continuance. This very possibly had not the de-
sired effect, but it gave to their repetition the
character of a punishable offence, made the greatest
secrecy necessary to their commission, and sub-
jected the perpetrators to punishment upon dis-
covery.

The amount and nature of the public sympathy
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consequent upon the punishment of the offender,
afforded a perfect criterion of the seasonableness of
the step; and thus the court served admirably the
purposes of a pulse to indicate the extent of the
reformation which the country was at any time
capable of bearing, consistent with the degree of
confidence in the government, without which no
progressive improvement could be general. It was
therefore politic not to eridanger this confidence by
rash and hasty legislation, which, however bene-
ficial in reference to the point in question, was
nevertheless to be avoided, if it prevented a greater
good, by interrupting the course of gradual and
steady advancement upon which the country had
entered, as any interruption of this kind at the
outset would have been fatal to our influence.
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CHAPTER IL

General order and security — Its effect upon trade —
Employment given to the people—Progressive diffusion
of wealth—Extensive system of eredit—Attributable to
the severity of the law of debt—The injurious tendency
counterbalanced by its advantages—Trade chiefly de-
pendent on Ashantee — Oil trade — Condition of the
people.

HaviNGg in the foregoing chapter given, we
hope, an intelligible account of the nature of our
influence, of its extent, and its mode of develop-
ment, the reader will have less difficulty in ac-
counting for the rapid advancement now consequent
upon the establishment of those feelings of confi-
dence and mutual good-will which we have repre-
sented as subsisting between the governor and the
governed. By this influence the most complete

e
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protection and security were afforded to every one.
The paths and thoroughfares of the country
became as safe for the transmission of merchan-
dize, and as free from interruptions of any
description, as the best frequented roads of the
most highly civilized countries of Europe. No
police force, organized upon the principles of disci-
pline which govern this important engine of civil
government in a free country, can be compared in
efficiency with that system of responsibility which
Anade the chief accountable for the peace of his
district, and for the orderly conduct of his de-
pendants.
The patriarchal rule, which obtains in families, the
asseml:;lage of families under a E:!m_ief, the vassalage

-------

ings of strict obedience, submission and clanship,
strengthened and confirmed by superstitious obser-
vances, which exercise such a powerful control over
those having faith in them, form altogether such a
nicely graduated scale of accountability, that inde-
pendence of action becomes impossible, and the
detection of crime consequently easy. With this
free scope for the full development of energy and
enterprize, we are now to pursue -the peculiar
modes in which they principally exhibited them-
selves.
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The Ashantees were not slow in perceiving that
all danger of being obstructed and plundered was
now at an end, and that the especial protection of
a particular chief was no longer necessary. They
were therefore glad to be relieved from the incon-
venience of travelling in such large parties, and
from the exorbitant profits which the chiefs
received in name of brokerage for the simple trans-
acting of their trade with the merchants. They
soon discovered thousands eagerly seeking to be
employed, and anxious to offer their services at a
much more moderate rate; and they experienced
much greater freedom of choice n this simple and
unostentatious system of trade. On the other
hand, the certainty of protection, and the profitable
nature of mercantile speculation at the time, allured
numbers to try their fortune as trading adventurers.
Small capitalists invested what gold they had in
goods, and either carried them into the interior, or )
sent them in charge of confidential agents to be

The success of these petty adventurers had a
magical effect in making this system w
Even the merchants themselves, finding that the
quantity of .goods thus sent for sale into the
interior had a sensible influence in curtailing their
own store trade, by preventing in a | "
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the resort of the Ashantees to the coast, were
obliged to yield to the current, and to carry on
their business principally by means of agents
employed in the same manner.
- Instead of the dull, stagnant, lifeless appearance
which the country presented some time before, the
monotony of which was only varied occasionally by
an act of gross outrage, or the sudden outbreak of
an old hereditary feud, all was now cheerful bustle
and activity. There was not a nook or corner of
the land to which the enterprize of some sanguine
trader had not led him. Every village had its
festoons of Manchester cottons and China silks,
hung up upon the walls of the houses, or round
the trees in the market-place, to attract the
attention and excite the cupidity of the villagers.
In the principal towns on the main line of
communication with Ashantee, extensive depdts
~ were formed, where every species of goods suited
to the traffic might be got in abundance; and in
Coomassie, the capital, many agents constantly
- resided, who received steady supplies of goods by an
~_uninterrupted system of conveyance from the coast.
The land carriage of all this merchandize, in a
country where beasts of burden are not used, gave
employment to many thousands in transporting
“the goods. The porterage, considering the great
c 3
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distance of the journey, and the time occupied in
accomplishing it, was exceedingly trifling; but the
ignorance of the value of labour properly directed,
and their natural distaste for a steady, regular and
laborious employment, made them prefer occasional
jobs of this deseription, which gratified also a ram-
bling disposition, to agricultural pursuits, or any
other occupation requiring fixed habits of applica-
tion.

As yet, their absolute wants were few and their
desires moderate. The simple supply of the ne-
cessaries of life was all that the bulk of the
population cared about, and this the bounty of
nature placed within the reach of a very small
amount of labour. The prospect of elevating their
condition by careful industry, had only yet been
opened up to those engaged in trade, who per-
ceived the road to wealth and consequence now
plainly exposed to them. These eagerly pursued
their advantages, perfectly alive to the important
consequences of success, while the instruments of
their traffic, the unreflecting carriers, were con-
scious of few wants to which the beasts of burden,
whose province they had assumed, were not sub-
ject. On this account the diffusion of wealth
although greatly extended beyond its former limit,
was still partial, but rapidly progressive; for the
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numerous instances of independence suddenly ac-
quired, could not but strike the dullest apprehension,
and excite, in some measure, a more general spirit
of emulation.

. The condition of slavery, also, which attached
to the greater part of those carriers was another
reason for their want of ambition. They had in
general been hired from a master, who received
their wages, and only gave them out of their
scanty allowance what was necessary for their
subsistence. To such persons, the present move-
ment held out little prospect of bettering their
condition; and only those who, from their su-
perior quickness of parts had given promise of
achieving a more honourable position for them-
selves, and increased wealth for their masters,

were afforded opportunities of seeking their own j

fortune.

It was the nature, however, of this system of
trade by means of agents employed to sell goods
in the interior upon the merchants’ account, to
become one of simple credit. The step between
agency and the responsibility of a common debtor
was so easy, and the latter liable to so much
less misunderstanding, that credit soon became
general. The natural result of this system of
trust, was the extensive diffusion of property

|
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throughout every class of society, to a degree
which can hardly be comprehended by one unac-
quainted with the peculiar partiality of the natives
of the Gold Coast, and, we believe, of Africa
generally, for pedling. Men, women and children
are indiscriminately infected with this passion,
which absolutely assumes, from its inveteracy, the
character of a confirmed malady. Omne is at a
loss to conceive where there is any room for
buyers among such a nation of pedlers; and
there i1s certainly no way of accounting for the
disposal of such an endless exhibition of their
petty wares, except upon the principle of barter.
The foundation of the confidenee vpon which this
general and extraordinary subdivision of credit is
grounded, among a people by no means remarkable
for their integrity, must, we believe, be sought for
in the severity of the law of debt, which involves
such an extensive responsibility, including that of
the freedom of the debtor and his relations, rather
than in the facile credulity of the people.

Owing to this peculiarity of their laws, the
advantages of this system of general credit, as
a means of improving their social condition, have
been very doubtful ; but we are inclined to think
that its effect in creating artificial wants, and in
forming new habits, and thereby exciting to their
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gratification by industrious exertion, far outweighs
the temporary injustice and abuses which the
spirit of progress evoked by it must ultimately
redress. Its immediate effects, however, were
undoubtedly of a mixed character, dependent in
a great measure upon individual capacity and
integrity ; for where credit was so general, edu-
cation almost unknown, and the standard of moral
principle extremely low,’it could not be, but that
much of this credit was misplaced, and that pro-
perty was frequently squandered, as often by the
incapacity as by the unprincipled extravagance
of the debtor. But whatever the cause, the
result was the same—the implication of the inno-
cent relations, who have been made available, to
raise the funds to liquidate the debt, either by
/ bondage as pawns, or by actual sale.

As a counterpoise, however, to the foolish and
reckless adventurers, who have thus entailed misery
upon themselves and families, there have been
others of a very different stamp; men who, by
cautious prudence and integrity, have acquired
the means of elevating the social position of them-
selves, and of redeeming from the bondage of a
former period their most distant relatives. As
these more than outnumbered the former, and as,
moreover, by the happy result of their exertions
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they exhibited in its proper light the legitimate
fruits of honest dealing, the emulation which their
success created, and the general aspirations which it
raised for greater independence, greatly overbalanced
the evils resulting from the abuse of their pri-
vilege. This preponderance became still more
apparent as soon as it was known that by an
appeal to the court, relations were relieved from
all responsibility respecting debts ineurred without
their especial suretiship, as it put it beyond the
power of every worthless character to impoverish
and enslave his relations.

But the benefit of this protection was not so
general as it might have been. The court only
interfered upon application made to it. Public
prejudice was still in favour of old customs. It
was esteemed a disgrace to cast off a relation on
account of debt, if the family had at all the means
of paying it, and very seldom, except in the case
of a confirmed and incorrigible prodigal, and
where the liability was altogether beyond their
means, did they withhold their support. The
system of pawning therefore still continued. Even
in cases where the creditor has failed to interest
the debtor’s family, and has in consequence been
compelled to imprison him for the debt, they have
finally yielded to the feelings of sympathy excited
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in his favour, and after allowing him time for
correction and reflection, have helped him out of
his troubles. But notwithstanding the influence
of an established custom, in preventing the relief,
which was put within their reach, being universally
or even generally accepted, yet the knowledge that
it might be had recourse to, had a very sensible
effect in curtailing the extent of credit ; and when
it was seen that insolvent debtors obtained their
discharge after a period of purgation, little more
was needed to restrain credit within those limits
which are essential to the interests of commerce,
as well as to the steadiness and consistence of
social progress.

By this useful limitation, and the removal of
certain restrictions upon prices imposed by a self-
constituted Board of Trade, the carrying system
received its death-blow. The room for competi-
tion, which an unfettered traffic opened up, enabled
those who preferred a sure store trade to make
such a reduction of price, as induced the Ashantees

\to come to the coast, instead of making their pur-
chases from the petty traffickers, or from the depits
in the interior. The greater choice of merchandize
in the stores of the merchants, the presents which
the traders were in the habit of receiving, and

¢ Which eventually became an established perquisite,
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their little consideration of the value of time, and
their consequent indifference about the length of
their journey, combined with more consideration
for themselves, and greater fairness of dealing than
guided the transactions of adventurers, far re-
moved from any sufficient control, all conspired
to place the trade entirely upon a new footing.
The consequence of the Ashantees becoming their
own carriers, was to throw a very great number of

seek another means of living.

Since the commencement of the carrying trade,
they had become accustomed to many trifling luxu-
ries within the reach of their scanty pay, to which
they had formerly been strangers. These had now
become absolutely necessary to them, and they
were willing to turn their hands to any work, in
order to obtain the means of procuring them.
This certainly was a great step in advance; but
the absence of any suitable occupation seemed on
the point of consigning them once more to their
original habits of perfect idleness, when the
medium of circulation throughout the Fantee
country was increased so rapidly, that an astonish-
ing impetus was given to a branch of trade, which
had not hitherto occupied a very prominent pllﬂl

. in their attention,  Gold-dust and ivory had been

1
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persons out of employment, and to force them to
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almost the sole articles of export. Neither of
these commodities was found in great abundance
within the countries under our jurisdiction, and our
trade was, and is, principally dependent upon Ash-
} antee.  The only source of wealth was, therefore, ‘\/
confined to an interchange of the manufactures of
Europe, for articles beyond the reach of labour to ob-
tain them, and consequently beyond the reach of the
mass of the population.  Until labour found a mar-
ketable value, there was no prospect of the general
amelioration of the condition of the people. Had
gold been found in the soil of the country in suffi-
cient quantities to render the search for it a steady
and profitable occupation, it is possible that labour
of this kind would have tended to improve the
circumstances of the masses ; but the uncertainty
of the result of labour of this description, and the
reckless gambling spirit to which it invariably gives
rise, are very unfavourable to moral improvement.
On this account, we consider it particularly fortu-
nate for the people of the Gold Coast, that the
branch of industry to which their attention has
been directed is one which, at the same time that it
gives a good return for the labour expended, yet ren-
ders necessary habits of patient toil and application.
The manufacture of palm-oil, as giving employ- _”*
¢ ment to a great portion of the population, may be
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said to have been only known within the last fifteen
years. It had been made in small quantities long
before this period, but it had no general influence,
nor do we think that it would have ever risen into
the importance which it is now assuming, except
for the extensive use of the circulating medium to
which we have referred. Slaves, for some time, as
being the staple of commerce, held the most con-
spicuous place as a test of computation, and an
article was ordinarily reckoned at the value of one,
two, or more slaves. But the immense variety of
circumstances which depreciated their wvalue or
otherwise, made it of such a welative quality, that
even the classification into prime, good, bad, and
indifferent, conveyed but a doubtful and indefinite
idea of their true worth,

The assumption of gold-dust as the standard -
of value, was, therefore, highly conducive to the
interests of trade; but its supply was so limited,
and so little diffused, as to render it altogether
inadequate as a medium of circulation. The defi-
ciency was attempted to be made up, by means of
various articles of trade, which were passed from
hand to hand at the market price at the time, or
for such value as might be agreed upon between
the payer and receiver. These articles, wver,

were generally of a very perishable nature,
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anless required for immediate consumption, of
little use to the person receiving them. As long
18 this state of things continued, and there was no
ready and convertible price for labour of easy
access, there was little inducement to work ; but
when labour could be very profitably employed
n the manufacture of an article of great con-
umption, for which there was always a ready
market, and which was paid in a commodity
capable of great subdivision, and in constant use
as the circulating medium of an extensive district
~ of the country, motives for exertion were only
limited by the extent of desire.

The introduction of the cowrie-shell and its ap-
plication to this purpose supplied the desideratum
necessary for the prosecution of the trade in palm-
oil, the supply of which is found to fluctuate according
to the supply of the cowries. If these have been
exhausted in the stores of the merchants, no oil is
brought to the market unless in such small quanti-
ties as may be required for immediate consumption ;
and although the manufacture of oil may go on
in the meantime, in the expectation of new
importations of cowries, yet if these be long
delayed, the activity of the labourer slackens and
finally ceases; the object of his labour being to
obtain what to him is tantamount to ready
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cash, which he can apply in any manner he
thinks fit.

The reader will have some idea of the utility of
this article as a circulating medium, when we state
that the annual importation of cowries is steadily
increasing, and that it at present amounts to one
hundred and fifty tons per annum. When he 1s
farther informed that a ton of good cowries is
equivalent to three hundred and sixty dollars, that
two thousand four hundred shells go to the dollar,
and that there are consequently eight hundred and
sixty-four thousand cowries in a ton, he will more
readily comprehend the facilities of exchange, and
_ the great encouragement which it gives to industry.
It would be impossible at present even to conjec-
ture with any degree of probability the extent to
which this importation of a very serviceable cur-
rency might be carried, without affecting its circu-
lating value ; but the sudden and extraordinary
increase of late years, has had no effect in deterio-
rating them, and the increased demand keeps pace
with the supply—in other words, a sufficient
marketable equivalent for labour has not yet been
supplied, as the resources of the country and the
energies of the people are only in their first stages of
development. How these will ultimately be operated
upon, with the best result, it is at present too soon
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to determine, and must depend upon the market
which they find for their labour, and the judgment
with which it is directed.

As yet, cowries are only in use throughout a
comparatively small portion of the Gold Coast;
and where they are not already introduced, a strong
prejudice exists against them. In Asbantee it is
forbidden to sell or pass them at, all, under very
severe penalties; the impression being, that their
introduction and use might have an injurious effect
in diminishing the extent of the collections of
gold-dust. Along the whole line of coast also to
the westward of Anamaboe, cowries are little used,
and do not pass current in the markets; gold-
dust, silver, and copper coins being the only
medium of circulation. Owing to the expenditure
of the government at Cape Coast, the circulation
of money and gold of the country almost suffice
for the present exigencies of the people, and hold
out the necessary inducement for labour ; but where
there 1s nothing extraneous to the gold-dust, the
energy of the people i1s cramped for want of a
sufficiently diffusive currency.

We accordingly find that the condition of the
natives in those parts is much more stationary,
and that, notwithstanding their greater attention to
the collection of gold, and the superior abundance
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of this valuable mineral in these districts, they are
nevertheless excluded from many comforts which
are now within the reach of all who devote their
labour to the cultivation of the produce of the
country, and who readily find a marketable price
for it. Every branch of trade and industry known
to the people has been influenced in an extraor-
~dinary manner, by adopting this currency; but
greater incentives are still wanting to call forth the
energies of the people generally, for many still
remain sunk in a sluggish indifference, from which,
we fear, they can only be roused by education.
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CHAPTER III.

Disinclination for improvement—Difficulty of overcoming
prejudices—Toleration of the government— Anomalies
observable in society, and in individual character—
Compulsory observance of order—Gives rise to com-
mercial enterprise — Growing taste for the habits of
civilized life—Moral virtues neglected— Establishment
of a school—Arrival of a Christian missionary upon the
const.

Ir a benevolent government, with moral influ-
ence sufficient to obtain general obedience, and to
give protection and security to all, a fair measure
of commercial prosperity, a full abundance of the
necessaries of life, with the means of supplying
many artificial wants placed within the reach of
every class, were the only requisites for the social
Mim of a people, the natives of the Gold
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Coast had now a favourable opportunity of enter-
ing upon this career. But something more is
necessary to raise a people from a state of great
moral degradation. 'Without the consciousness of
their own debasement, and a desire for their own
advancement, the most favourable circumstances
will be unavailing ; and the experience of all history
shows that this feeling and this desire do not
arise naturally.

The human mind is not a soil, where ideas com-
mon to an in a civilized state spring up spontane-
ously. Not a field in the material world requires
more diligent culture. The weeds which rapkle
there are only a type of the tendency, not of the ex-
tent of human depravity. The former germinate,
flourish, wither, die and are remewed. The latter
knows no winter, no season of frigid inaction, in
which the principle of vitality and development is
suspended. Its growth is continuous, strengthening
with man’s strength, and transmitted through suc-
cessive generations with a continually increasing
bent, and a more confirmed and instinctive impulse.
And as the natural field has not any inherent power
to substitute the wheat for the tares, so neither has

the mind of man the capacity of originating ﬁ
carrying out into practice ideas of an oﬂ
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tendency from its natural and confirmed bent,
without the addition of some external influence.

The ordinary operation of this influence is cer-
tainly through the medium of the senses, and reflec-
tion upon the effects produced upon them ; for what
by some of the heathen philosophers, with an indis-
tinct glimmering of the truth, has been denominated
“the divine breathing,” by modern infidels the result
of reason affecting the moral principle, and by reve-
lation the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, has little
permanent effect upon the actions of men in their
natural state ; and for these simple reasons, that in
the one case a certain degree of ‘moral advancement
is necessary to qualify men to deduce salutary rules
of life from tracing effects to their original cause ;
and in the other, where the Scriptures have not been
received as a revelation from heaven, the importa-
tion of a divine influence has been misunderstood,
has consequently not been cherished, and has there-
fore resembled in its motions, rather the eccen-
tricity of the comet than the steady undeviating
course of the sun.

It ls then to the slow process of mental
culture, ‘the result of compulsion in its first
stages, that we are to look for a substitution of
one class of ideas for another, and for the change
of Babits and principles upon which this substitu-
~ tion is founded. But it is well known, that
VOL. II, D
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nothing but the strong hand of power and a
clearer view of self-interest can put down a
cherished custom and remove a confirmed habit.
Even against power and self-interest, the prejudices
of the old, who have grown grey in the practice of
customs established by prescription, the opposition
of monopolist traders in the abuses of society, the
superstitious fears of some, the ridicule of others,
and the natural disinclination for change n all,
invariably maintain an obstinate struggle.

Upon the Gold Coast, the government has very
wisely made no attack upon customs which did
not interfere with the rights and liberties of
individuals, and has only so far meddled with their
laws, as to infuse into them a more humane
spirit ; ameliorating some without abolishing them,
and consigning others to a gradual oblivion, by
exposing their unfitness for the advancing condi-
tion of social progress. This spirit of toleration
has consequently left the battle of civilization to
be fought, principally by the influence of opinion ;
and this opinion being moulded, not by any
general system of education calculated to conduce,
with slight modifications, according to fhe struc-
ture of individual minds, to one great homogeneous
result; but being the effect of a variety of influ-
ences acting partially upon society, its operation
has, of course, been as partial as their application,



" THE GOLD COAST. 51

We accordingly find the most incongruous ano-
_malies in the general aspect of society; and not
only in general society, but, according to our
views of consistent keeping in character, the
strangest inconsistencies in the same individual.
This is to be accounted for by his accidental
traming for his particular occupation, and the
opportunities which he has had of associating with
and observing the conduct of men more civilized
than himself. Having called into action particular
qualities of the mind, and drawn his attention to a
special round of duties, particular faculties have
been improved and certain observances respected,
while other mental qualities have remained
perfectly fallow, and other duties, equally impor-
tant, have been disregarded, as they were not called
into operation, and did not fall within the range of
his observation.

We have thus a root of barbarism with a branch
of civilization; the crab and the apple growing
side by side, upon the same tree, and in propor-
tions varying with the opportunities and inclination
to receive new grafts. If the latter were as general
as the former, advancement would be much more
rapid ; but nothing but a personal experience of
self-interest appears to have any influence in
moulding the will to seek voluntarily a change of
condition. The pleasure of doing nothing has

D 2



52 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON

such a narcotic influence upon the human faculties,
that the more it is indulged in, the more invete-
rately is it cherished, until the whole man is steeped
in such a lethargic stupor that it is next to impos-
sible to rouse him. Where the bounty of Provi-
dence supplies the actual wants of life almost
without the necessity of labour, and where, more-
over, the climate has an enervating influence upon
the human frame, this luxurious dream of listless
inactivity appears to become the chief pleasure of
existence. For this reason, the allurements to
exertion require to be kept continually pressing
upon them, and the senses to be constantly stimu-
lated by new and powerful incentives. From this
cause it 1s, that we find so much indifference, and
even dislike to engage in occasional occupations,
which would appear to us, from the remuneration
given, to hold out considerable inducements; but
he fact is, this occupation not being continuous, and

heir condition not being permanently affected by it,

their ordinary wants, moreover, not rendering it ne-
cessary for their supply, the temporary benefit is not
considered worth the exertion required to obtain it,
To rouse the energies of any people long buried

in sloth, there must be an adequate inducement in
the immediate and permanent amelioration of their
condition, and this inducement must come home
in a tangible form to the general body. The least
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attention to the course of social progress in this
country, and not in this country alone, but in
every other country, attests this truth. But for
the fear of punishment, which would entail upon
the perpetrator of an injustice a greater injury than
the possible advantage which he might obtain from
its commission, the natives of the Gold Coast
would have continued to hunt, persecute, and worry
each other until this very hour. No abstract love
of justice, no feelings of compassion, were capable
of exercising any restraint. The personal conse-
quences of criminality alone had the power to
enforce anything like an observance of justice, and
the incessant disregard even of this restraint, at
the commencement, is a sufficient proof that the
golden rule of doing to others as we would that
they should do unto us, is not one of natural growth.

The first step, then, was pure compulsion; but
it was the introduction of the fine point of the
wedge, which communicated an aptitude for its
deeper insertion, and which did not leave the whole
work to be done by the force of external applica-
tion. The advantages of a purer administration
of justice soon became apparent to society. It was
seen that its practice was not merely a negative
good, relieving men from the consequences of
disobedience; but that a positive benefit to the
public flowed from it. This benefit once expe-



54 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON

rienced became indispensable, and notwithstanding
the interested opposition of individuals, infused sueh
a general spirit, not of acquiescence only, but of
cagerness to secure and render it permanent, that
what had at first been introduced by force, was
cherished from choice and maintained from motives
of self-interest. Here was the first pliable adapta-
tion of the cleft to the wedge, which prepared the
way for a more extensive opening upon the next
application of pressure from without; and as this
first step, the observance of justice and consequent
order and tranquillity, was binding on all, its
influence was general, and its effects naturally
exhibited in the diffusion of a more humane spint
throughout every class of society.

This, however, is the only improvement of
universal application. Whatever other changes
have been wrought have been partial, and in exact
proportion in their nature and extent to the means
employed for their development. The next most
general benefit was the result of the protection and
security now enjoyed by all, which gave ample
scope for commercial enterprise. It consisted in a
more extensive diffusion of wealth, increased liberty
in proportion to this wealth, and an ambition, among
those who had been most successful, to assume the
habits and acquire the tastes of civilized life.

The measure of success attending those enter-
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prises became also the measure of individual
advancement, which, from the nature of the cause,
produced, as a matter of course, an endless variety
of effect. We consequently find all degrees of
progress, from the dull and sluggish bushman,
who has just been shamed into the necessary
exertion to acquire means to purchase a cloth
to cover himself, to the intelligent and enter-
prising merchant, who is receiving his consign-
ments of thousands from Europe.

It will be observed, however, that the incentives
hitherto noticed, addressed themselves principally
to a particular class of the affections, calling into
exercise only those faculties requisite for the sue-
cessful management of their traffic.  This, of
course, left a very extensive field perfectly untilled.
While it excited ambition, exercised the judg-
ment, and generally sharpened the intellectual
faculties, it had little influence upon the moral
powers of the mind, except to the extent which
a more enlarged view of personal interest has
upon human conduct, which is consequently
rather an effect of the intellect than of the
moral principle. Actions based upon this foun-
dation, will be in correspondence with the degree
of enlightenment of the individual, thereby ren-
dering a very high degree of mental cultivation
essential to the practice of pure morality. It is
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a well-established fact, however, that men have
never been able fully to act up to their own con-
victions of right, when they have assumed reason
only for their guide. A strong temptation, where
the risk of detection or of injury appears impos-
sible and doubtful, has often proved too much
for the highest effort of mere reason to resist.
Such being the case with men of the most highly
cultivated intellect, what have we a right to expect
from a people just emerging from the thraldom of
body and of mind which we have represented ?
With an education limited to traditionary laws
and customs, generally of a corrupt and immoral
nature, with a superstitious religion, which makes
no pretension to be a moral guide of conduct;
without even the lessons of experience, and with
no higher standard of obedience than the will of
the civil magistrate, whose means of information,
and whose powers of punishment are by no
means commensurate with the wants of society,
is it to be wondered at that the moral virtues
have not a very prominent place in their regard ?
To such a people, offences punishable by law
only appear eriminal; and even then, the de-
tection of the offence, rather than the offence
itself, constitutes the crime. Offences and vices
not generally cognizable by the civil magistrate,
thercfore, carry with them little degradation, and
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are scarcely regarded in a derogatory point of
view. Lying, prevarication, low cunning, breach
of engagements, and trick and artifice of every
deecription, are with them legitimate weapons in
the battle of life. Intemperance, excess, lewdness,
strifes, abusiveness, and malice predominate in the
general character; and all these vicious practices
only give way in proportion to the experience of
their injurious effects upon their interest.

This ought to excite no astonmishment in the
mind of the candid and rational observer, neither
can it for a moment be accepted as an argument
in favour of any constitutional inferiority of race,
as it i1s as natural a result of the tendency of the
human mind, under the influences of the circum-
stances which have affected their condition, as
that “the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself;
first the blade, then the ear, after that the full
corn in the ear.”

The degeneracy of a people is no doubt more
or less affected by the circumstances of their
condition. It attaches equally to their moral and
physical nature; and we will not deny but that
the African may, through ages of progressive |
deterioration, have acquired a deeper moral taint
than other races more favourably circumstanced.
The indiscretion of a parent entails a constitutional
taint upon his offspring to the third and fourth

D 3
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generations. We are not sufficiently acquainted
with physiology to know whether the converse of
this holds true, but we should think so—namely,
that a careful attention to regimen, and an
abstinence from predisposing causes, will, in the
course of the same number of generations, eradi-

cate this taint. If this be the case in the physical,

it will also hold good in the moral world; the
difficulty of removal always being in proportion
to the duration of the disease before its attempted
remedy. From this it would follow, that by
suitable training, good laws and an enlightened
Chnistian education, the most degraded of the
African tribes may, in the course of some genera-
tions, attain an equality of standard with any
other race of men whatever.

When we mention the low moral standard,
then, of the mass of the Gold Coast population,
we by no means do so as a reproach to them,
nor can we consider it as such: the reproach is
with those who have traded in their vices and
made a profit of them.

The philanthropic exertions of England in
behalf of Africa have, it is true, of late years,
been attested by sacrifices which leave no doubt
of their sincerity; but we cannot avoid remarking

that these exertions huvefhmh more con- |

spicuous for their zeal, than for their wisdom.

-h' ]
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Had a tithe of the money which, as far as any
permanent advantage to Africa is concerned, has
been fruitlessly expended in the Niger Expedition,
been devoted to increase the means of our judicial
power, and to the establishment of schools through- .
out the very extensive districts claiming our pro-
tection upon the Gold Coast, we do not hesitate
to affirm, that, even by this time, the predominant
character of the people would have assumed the
stamp of an incipient ecivilization; but here, where
the result was certain, and where the greatest
facility was afforded for the introduction of every
species of improvement, the efforts of the govern-
ment to instruct the people have been confined to
the establishment of a school at Cape Coast, and
the occasional presence of a chaplain in the castle. "
Even these most inadequate means of instruction
have been irregular and uncertain.

1= A school was not established until 1816, and

 sinée then it has been subject to various interrup-
tions; at one time broken up on account of war,
at another neglected through the indifference of
governors and the total disregard of the European
residents, and only kept from entire disruption by
an occasional fit of zeal on the part of a new
superintendent. The state of the country, also,
until 1830, was much too unsettled to allow time
for any thought but that of self-preservation. The
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interest taken. by Sir Charles M‘Carthy in the
improvement of the country induced him to give
his particular patronage to the school, and attracted
to it for a short time a momentary success ;* but |
the events which followed put all such thoughts |
from men’s minds.

. After the treaty of peace with Ashantee had been
concluded, the government, which had devolved
upon the merchants again, took no interest in the
education of the people; but the means at their
disposal were altogether so limited, that the system
of instruction pursued was only ealeulated to ympart
a very moderate degree of knowledge. Reading,
writing, and arithmetic, with a wvery imperfect
acquaintance with the principles of the Christian
religion, constituted the full extent of the school
education. It enabled young men to keep me-
moranda, copy papers and aceounts, to superintend
the discharging of cargo from vessels, oversee out-
of-door work, and such simple employments; but
it did not qualify them for conducting a merchant’s

* Sir Charles persuaded the principal chiefs to send one
of their sons to the school at Cape Coast. This measure
has, in one or two instances, produced excellent results,
especially at Dominassie, where the education thus given
to the son of the chief, Amissah, became instrumental in
preparing the people of thatnﬂlgafotthehm&
the Gospel.,

Tt |_"
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business ; although, by attention on the part of an
employer, who gave himself the trouble to devote
a little pains to the subject, and by diligence and
docility on the part of the young men, several ac-
quired a sufficient knowledge of book-keeping to
become, at first, factors and clerks to the mer-
chants ; and, finally, to carfy on business on their
own account. The prejudices entertained against
education, at first limited the scholars to the
children of persons in the employment of the
government ; some of whom had the penetration
to foresee its prospective advantages, while others
considered that by sending their children to school,
they were conferring an obligation upon, and
would therefore enjoy, in a higher degree, the
favour of their employers. An education of this
description, however, was not calculated to have
any very important influence upon the life of the
individual. By elevating his position, enlarging
his ideas, exciting his ambition, and placing upon
the result of his actions a more important stake,
affecting permanently his interest, he certainly
acquired a superior degree of rectitude of conduct ;
but as, generally speaking, he was guided by what
appeared most advantageous for his temporal ad-

vancement, it partook of all the imperfections of
his individual judgment, and was the semblance

rather than the reality of probity. It was not
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until 1835 that any attempt was made to introduce
Christianity among the natives of the Gold Coast.
The sound of the Gospel had seldom echoed be-
yond the walls of the castle, and even within this
circumscribed limit it was confined to a formal
repetition of church services, and an occasional
discourse, delivered in a tongue not generally
intelligible, and without an interpreter. To have
expected much fruit from such a system of eul-
ture would have been contrary to all experience. In
the minds of a few, the truths of Christianity left a
salutary impression, and created a desire for greater
enlightenment; but with the generality, even of such
as had the opportunity, they had entered the ears
without awakening the sense or touching the
heart, and were incapable of uprooting the feelings
of superstition which were naturally engendered
by constant intercourse with friends and relations
given to the practice of idolatry. The moral dark-
ness of the people was consequently almost uni-
versal, when the attention of the Wesleyan Society
was attracted to this part of the world. Their
first missionary arrived bere in 1835, and since
then the exertions of this Christian society have been
unremitting, and attended with results which, with
a glance at the general effect of the other amelio-
rating influences which have been mentioned, will
very appropriately close this branch of our subject.

i
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CHAPTER 1V.

The difficulties the first missionary had to struggle against,

from ignorance of the language — Misapprehensions
respecting Christianity — Persecution averted by the
government — Desertion of the missionary service —
Similar effects of the first propagation of Christianity
in other parts of the world—The Wesleyan Society—

Sacrifices made by many of the uneducated adult Chris-
tians—Their firmness and austerity.

Tre great difficulty which presents itself to the
first European missionary, upon his arrival in such
a country as the Gold Coast, is his nability to
convey an intelligible impression of his meaning
to the minds of his hearers. He is obliged to
have recourse to the unsatisfactory medium of an
interpreter, himself but very imperfectly acquainted
with the nature of the doctrines which he is
called upon to expound. At the time to which we
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refer, the knowledge of the English language was
confined to a broken conversational dialect, also in
very limited use, and only adapted to the most
ordinary interchange of ideas, and the common
traffic of life. Even within this small compass,
it was often inadequate, without the assistance of
intelligible acts, and significant pantomime, which
could have no place in the interpretation of the
doctrines of the Christian religion. The school
at Cape Coast Castle, it is true, had sent forth, at
different times, a few young men acquainted with
the ordinary branches of a schoel education, and
versed 1n some degree in the familiar, although by
no means grammatical, use of the English lan-
guage; but it is a remarkable fact, that, with
some rare exccptions, the generality of these, for
want of any adequate employment, or from habits
of a low and debasing nature, sank to the level of
the uninstructed natives, and lost, in a great
measure, even the traces of their early education.
The exceptions to this unworthy fate, were such as
had been taken from the school into some of the
government offices, or into the employment of
such of the merchants as required the services of
a clerk or factor.

In those times, however, the whole trade of the
coast was very insignificant, and confined to so

C e g i ok
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few, that there was but little room for employment
from this source. Limited therefore as was the
supply, both in quality and quantity, of educated
native talent, it was nevertheless greater than the
demand ; for to serve the purposes of petty
trafficking, to which a system of credit had given
rise, the knowledge of reading and writing and
figures, unassociated with any higher degree of
moral rectitude, was very justly considered, in many
instances, a disqualification. The rarity of this
knowledge had a tendency to excite, in the minds
of those who had obtained it, an exaggerated idea
of their superiority over others. With all the
self-sufficiency of ignorance, they conceived that
they had surmounted the barrier which divided
the uninstructed African from the enlightened
European ; that their education, which was little
more than mechanical, and their assumption,
in part, of the habits and the dress of the white
man, elevated them at once into something of an
equality of position; that these adventitious cir-
cumstances alone constituted the chief essentials
in the formation of a civilized being, and that
nothing else was necessary to acquire the distine-
tive characteristic of what they emphatically term
“a white man,” than the possession of certain
external advantages, which they had been in the
habit of seeing the Europeans enjoying. They
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had a most imperfect idea of the infinite variety of
gradations in the scale of civilization, and of the
qualifications necessary for particular stages of
advancement, and considered themselves fit for any
situation which fortune might throw in their way.

If such was the self-complacent satisfaction with
which these persons were inclined to regard them-
selves, the effect upon the vulgar was even more
impressive. In the eyes of many, there was a
virtue in the very coat and breeches—which
typified the wearer, and invested him—although
void of any moral or intellectual superiority over
others—with a mysterious profundity of knowledge
and information, which could wet be contemplated
without inspiring a certain degree of awe in the
mind of the beholder. Their acquaintance with
the occupations of Europeans was confined to the
service of the government and commerce. As
these called for the exercise of but little bodily
exertion, they believed it to be a peculiar privilege
of education to exempt them from labour. It
seemed derogatory to their newly-acquired cha-
racter to engage in any industrious manual occu-
pation, which was only considered fit for slaves.
Commerce alone was therefore regarded as an
eligible road to a position in society. The effect
of this misconception of their own position and
present capabilities, as well as of the very erroneous
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views respecting their acquirements entertained by
others, was most injurious to the cause of civiliza-
tion. These errors were a prolific source of un-
principled extravagance, dishonourable artifice, idle
indulgence, and grievous disappointment on the
part of the one; and of misplaced confidence,
fruitless labours, duped credulity, and a consequent
distaste for anything with the garb of civilization
being introduced among the people, on the part of
the other. '

On this account it was, that a school education
was accounted a disqualification. 1t fostered ideas
of expense above their means, induced them to
seek the gratification of their tastes, regardless of
the consequences, enabled them to minister to
their wants by the credulous simplicity of the
ignorant, and ended by involving their relations in
debt and bondage. It was no wonder, then, that
the general body of the Africans, who had been
watching the result of what they had reason to
consider an European education, should, with such
pregnant examples before their eyes, come to the
conclusion, that “ the school was a very good thing
for white men, but not for black.” Even in this
very form of expression, we have an admission of
the advantages of education, at the same time
that its fruits, as exhibited among their own
countrymen, seemed to bear them out in this
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opinion, that it was not adapted for them ; and if
we add to the effect of this unfortunate result in
influencing the public mind, the natural disinclina-
tion of a people to change the practice of their
fathers, we shall be able to form some estimate of
the opposition which the first missionaries had to
encounter. _

Their difficulties would have even been much
greater than they were, except for the assistance
which they received in expounding the Scriptures
through the medium of some of those natives
who had received their education in the castle.

These interpreters being already formed to their
hand, gave an advantage of at least ten years
labour; and thus the school, inefficiently and irre-
gularly as it had been conducted, nevertheless
produced a few young men, who became most
useful pioneers in the missionary cause, and
supplied the place of school teachers, until such
time as they were able to employ youth of their
own rearing. The pay given by the missionaries
to the young men whom they employed as
teachers, being fully equal to that given by the
merchants, and a greater number of them being
required for this service, the missionary employ-
ment became an object of ambition with many,
as much, we are afraid, in many instances, for the
sake of the loaves and fishes, as from a sincere and
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earnest desire to promote the cause of Christianity.
This inducement drew a number of the best
educated natives within the pale of the society ;
while the building of chapels, and other necessary
works contingent upon the introduction of new
and large establishments into the country, gave
employment to a numerous staff of masons,
carpenters and labourers, who, 'in like manner,
swelled the ranks of the Chnistian community.

It would be uncharitable to suppose this con-
version only apparent, or to assign it, even in a
great measure, to mercenary and selfish motives ;
but the historian of such a movement must not
lose sight of the tendencies of human nature; and
when he finds these conducing to a result in many
external respects analogous to the effect of religion,
upon the life and conduct of men, he must im-
partially lay bare all the causes which appear to
have operated in bringing about this end, as well
as the effects produced by the removal of these
causes and the substitution of new motives for
exertion. While the bait of employment then
attracted numbers to the Wesleyan Chapels, the
promulgation of doctrines so new and unexpected
aroused their attention, and led to speculation of
a very mixed and ill-defined character, partaking
naturally of the peculiarities inseparable from their
social position, and the superstitious ideas and
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observances to which the generality of them had
been accustomed. Little habituated to contemplate
the operations of the mind, and to deduce rules of
action from attention to them ; regardless also of
the heart as a spring, from which flow the issues
of life, they were more intent on discovering some-
thing in the new doctrine which would improve
their temporal condition, than om probing the
weaknesses of their nature, with the view of
reformation and amendment.

The material world had, as yet at least, a far
_ stronger hold wupon their affections than the
spiritual, and all their notions of advantage to be
derived from the introduction of Christianity were
coloured by this prevailing tint. Texts of Seripture
that seemed to bear some reference to the peculiar
situation of individuals were wrested to suit their
views, and to minister to their inclinations and
wants. To the slave, oppressed perhaps by the
severity of a rigid task-master, the announcement
that all men were equal before God, carried with
it a belief that his temporal bonds were dissolved,
and that he should no longer be subjected to
labour ; to woman, hitherto the drudge of man,
living in the outskirts of his affection, and sharing
with many rivals a cold and divided attention, the
command “to love, to comfort, to honour, and to

keep her in sickness and in health, and forsaking
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all others, to keep only to her,” must have opened
up a vision of bliss for which the wildest freaks of
her imagination had never prepared her; to the
African, generally the object of supercilious scorn,
of mocking irony, or of haughty indifference to
the self-sufficient European, it must have been
some satisfaction to learn that Christianity pre-
sented a neutral ground, upon which both races,
laying aside the prejudices of birth, might harmo-
niously unite in one common brotherhood. These
were advantages palpable to all, if they could only
be realized, and the easy credulity of the ignorant
unhesitatingly believed this to be extremely possible.

Much misconception was the consequence of
thus referring the promises of Scripture to
temporal- affairs. Instead of drawing from them
lessons of duty and correctives against the evil
passions and appetites of human nature, they
looked upon them as intended to subvert at once
the whole established order of society, and to
compel men, by the irresistible force of a stern
necessity, to release them from all inconveniences
attached to their position, without waiting for the
influences of a great moral agency to convince
the understanding, enlighten the judgment, purify
the heart, and bring forth the fruits consequent
upon this change.

These erroneous impressions aroused a spirit of
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opposition, and sometimes of persecution, on the
part of those whose interests appeared likely to
suffer from such a sweeping revolution ; and but
for the controling power of the local government,
the missionaries would have been forcibly ejected
from the country. By its influence, toleration was
established ; and whatever may have been the
extent to which resistance was carried privately in
families, no case of forcible restraint ever came
within the knowledge of the government, without
its authors being punished. To this first outburst
succeeded a period of quiet indifference. With the
cessation of persecution, zeal for eonversion ceased
also. Time and a juster view of the scope of Chris-
tianity had removed many of these wild and visionary
chimeras, which at first view had appeared easily
attainable by all who embraced it; and when it
was found that it did not release them from the
obligations which they owed to society, the work
of proselytism went on much more slowly. The
converts were nearly limited to such as were con-
nected directly or indirectly with the missionary
service. Exhorters and teachers, bricklayers, car-
penters, and labourers, domestics of every grade,
with the wives and sometimes the relations of
these, and others in the pay of the society, con-

stituted the great bulk of their congregation.
The Wesleyan system of church discipline being
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strict, and expulsion from the ranks of the socicty
consequent upon any known and glaring breach
of the moral duties; the supervision, moreover,
which they habitually exercise over the indi-
vidual members being narrow, jealous, and in-
quisitive, a strong obligation rests upon them to
conform to the rules of a Chnstian life. This
obligation became more imperative, when ex-
pulsion from the society carried with it depn-
vation of office, and forfeiture of the pecuniary
benefits which they were enjoying. Owing to
this watchfulness, and the consequences to their
temporal interests of any deviation from the
prescribed duties required of them, the Christian
community bore outwardly, at least, all the marks
of sincenty of profession.

Where the result is satisfactory, it 1s not for
man, perhaps, to pry too curiously into the secret
motives of the heart, and to lay bare springs of
action unknown to, at least unacknowledged by,
the agents themselves; but where circumstances
indicate the presence of other and contrary prin-
ciples, we are constrained to believe that many
of the converts were either labouring under a
hypoeritical delusion, or that the frailty of human
nature exhibited itself with an uniformity of
weakness truly humibating and deplorable. This
severity of expression, little consistent with the

VOL. 1L E



74 EIGHTEEN YEARS ON

feelings of good-will and charity with which we
are inclined to view every indication of progress
in the country, is rendered necessary by the fact,
that a neglect of Christian duties has almost
invariably attended worldly advancement, and a
return to lewd and immoral practices has as con-
stantly followed dismissal from, or relinquishment
of, the missionary employment.

The profits of trade, which of late years Ens
received an extraordinary development, as much
from the progress of education, as from the
increased security derived from a more extensive
dissemination of justice, held out such induce-
ments to the best instructed natives, that the
service of the missionary society, as a source
of emolument, became altogether secondary. The
facility with which credit could be obtained, placed
this advantage within the reach of every person
of moderate acquirements and of respectable cha-
racter, and the consequence was that one by
one, the most valuable servants of the society
were enticed into mercantile employments, in the
prosecution of which they lost that moral recti-
tude and pious deportment which had appeared
to characterise their previous conduct.

So general was this course, that it almost as-

sumed the form of a regular system. First, a
scason of quiet painstaking in the service of the
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missionaries, marked by a scrupulous, sometimes
even an ostentatious observance of their religious
duties; then an ambitiouss longing to become
traders, with the command of property in their
hands ; afterwards dissatisfaction with the amount
of their salaries, and a grumble for more pay ;
and finally, the abandonment of the service, and
most generally at the sanle time an abandon-
ment of the virtuous principles “which hitherto
had been supposed, at least, to have been
the guide of their lives. Such a result we
acknowledge to be perfectly compatible with
sincerity. It is only too common an occurrence
for man, when he omits to cherish incessantly
the virtues which adorn the Christian character;
and no one who has paid any attention to the
deceitfulness of his own heart, will hazard the
uncharitable opinion, that the former life of such
men was either hypocntical or immoral. At the
same time, we cannot shut our eyes to the fact,
that there are only a very few exceptions to a
general relapse into immorality, when motives of
personal interest no longer bound the members
to attention to their system of discipline.

There are exceptions, however, and highly
honourable ones ; some among the best-educated
classes of the society, and more—to their great
honour be it said—among humble artizans and

E 2
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workmen, who know neither how to read nor write.
It is lamentable, however, to have to state, that
many of the best-educated and most intelligent
men, who, some years ago, were most distin-
guished for zeal for Christianity, and who occu-
pied the first rank among the office-bearers of
the society, are now living without its pale,
while the offices are filled by an inferior class.

But the loss of membership by no means implies
a return to idolatrous practices. With some of
the most ignorant, whose comprehension of the
object of Christianity had never been very defi-
nite, and whose worship, although addressed to
the true God, was still tinctured more by the
spirit of superstition than of a rational faith,
this relapse was not uncommon; but the more
enlightened backsliders could not even lay hold
of this miserable refuge from the upbraidings of
conscience.  Their convictions had been too
strong, and their experience of the peaceable
fruits of a life consistent with those convictions
so agreeable, that its remembrance haunted their
minds, poisoning their joys, and driving them to
seek for its oblivion in excitements of a sinful
and debasing character. Others of them, with-
out sinking to this degradation, retaining a re-
morseful consciousness of their fall, and halting
with all the misery of indecision between a return
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to duty, and the pleasures of sinful indulgence,
continued to frequent the chapels, and to turn
such looks of lingering regret upon the position
which they had forfeited, as we may suppose our
first parents to have turned to the Garden of Eden
after their expulsion.

Humiliating as this exposition of the progress
of Christianity undoubtedly is, it will occasion no
surprise to the observant student of human nature.
He will remember by what slow degrees a just
conception of the pure precepts of the Gospel, as
a guide of life, dawned upon the earliest converts ;
how, even among the Apostles themselves, it was
found necessary to prevent misconstruction, and to
warn them against grafting them upon, and making
them subservient to, the ideas and practices of the
state of society, and the religious observances to
which they had been accustomed; how much
difficulty the early churches of Asia found in
making a complete separation between their ancient
idolatry and their new faith; what necessity there
was for an unremitting supervision by faithful and
zealous teachers; and with what a fatal facility
they relapsed into lukewarmness and idolatry,
when this supervision slackened or was removed.
He will bear in mind the number of centuries
through which the churches of Europe presented
nothing better than a gross superstition, occupied
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with forms and observances, without regarding the
influences of true religion upon the conduect. He
will not forget the effect of early habits and
impressions, and with how much difficulty the
human mind emancipates itself from these, more
especially in a state of society where the individual
is living daily exposed to a continuance of those
influences ; and when he adds to these considera-
tions the allurements of vice, the low standard of
morality generally prevalent in the country, associ-

ation with friends and relations still living in the
practice of idolatry, the irregularity observable in
the conduct of many of the Europeans, whom they
have been taught to respect, and the general
indifference with which a breach of the moral
duties 1s regarded, he will not be astonished that a
Christian church in its purity does not at once
start into existence in the midst of so many
conflicting elements.

But while the Christian philanthropist will find
much need for the exercise of a patient faith in
the final triumph of the truths of the Gospel, and
will see occasion to check a too sanguine expecta-
tion of their speedy fulfilment, we are not at all
inclined to undervalue the good which has been
effected. Such a work as the conversion of a

people from the grossest superstition to the pure
morality of a Christian life, has hitherto been, and
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will continue to be—as far, at least, as we may
judge from past experience—the result of a long
series of years of gradual progress necessary for
the development of the reflective powers of the
mind.  Individual and sudden conversions no
doubt take place, and in many instances they may
be followed by a consistent hLfe; but it appears to
us that these will occur much more rarely among
rude and illiterate men than among an edu-
cated people, with whom the seeds of religion,
long dormant in the heart, and scarcely known
to exist at all, will often be quickened into vitality
by sudden and unexpected interpositions of Provi-
dence.

It would be presumptuous to think of assigning
limits for the operations of the Spirit, or of
prescribing the manner in which they may be
manifested. The truth, which may have escaped
the penetration of the philosopher, has oftentimes
dawned upon the mind of the clown. Judging,
however, from the history of the past, we conceive
that we are borne out in the opinion that, where
the knowledge of letters is limited to a few, and
where, consequently, the diffusion of knowledge is
far from general, the ideas of the masses respecting
Christianity will be vague and erroneous, their
religious observances will be tinged with super-
stition, and more attention will be paid to the form
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than to the power of godliness. We must not
therefore be astonished, if what we see presented
as the result of the operations of the Wesleyan
missionaries upon the coast, should confirm this
opinion. They number, doubtless, among their
converts some sincere, rational and consistent
Christians ; while others, imagining that some
great good must flow from their worshiping the
God of a people so favoured as the white men,
join in the offices of religion with the same vague
and indefinite ideas as prompted Peter on the
Mount of Transfiguration to exclaim, “ It is good
for us to be here.”

But after an enumeration of all the inconsis-
tencies and misconceptions inte which ignorance
will always lead men in such a vital revolution as
a change from a licentious idolatry to the faith and
practice of the Christian religion, there is still left
for us to describe results of a highly gratifying
nature, which cannot be contemplated without
raising confident anticipations of the time, distant
though it must yet be, when Christianity and
civilization will be general in the land.

From the schools which have been established
in various parts of the country, a number of youths
are annually going out, carrying with them, it
is true, In many instances, little more than a
mechanical acquaintance with the subjects of
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instruction which had engaged their attention, but
with sufficient knowledge to enable them, when
increasing years have brought reflection, to improve
and turn to advantage the benefits which they
have enjoyed. The causes of this great imper-
fection in their education are various. Unac-
quainted with the colloquial use of the English
language, when they enter the school, associating
with companions equally ignorant, and hearing
nothing spoken in their families but their native
tongue, a knowledge of the sounds which certain
formations of the letters of the alphabet represent,
without assigning to them any meaning, is all the
extent of their information. The English mis-
sionary, in like manner, ignorant of the native
language, is unable to explain in a manner intel-
ligible to the scholars the meaning of words and
sentences, and is obliged to leave the very impor-
tant task of tuition to native teachers, themselves
often imperfectly acquainted with the English
language, and still more ignorant of the very
difficult art of teaching.

The consequence is, that it is not unusual to
meet with lads, who have been at the schools, who
will read fluently a difficult passage of English,
and who are masters of penmanship, who, at the
same time, will not comprehend the meaning of
the most ordinary question that may be asked of

E 3
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them, and will be unable to give an answer in
English when it is explained. The difference be-
tween these lads, and others of a similar age, who
have been brought up in the domestic service of a
person who is in the habit of speaking English, is
very marked. The latter has no hesitation, and
readily comprehends whatever may be said. He
may be sometimes seen interpreting to his master
a communication from the scholar of several years
standing, who has not yet learned how to make
himself intelligible ; nay, we believe that he has
been known to dictate a letter for the other to
write, who mechanically does so, without knowing
the meaning of its contents.

These youths have to complete their education,
at best very defective, by seeking the employment
of Europeans, and others with whom the English
language is in constant and familiar use. Here
they learn practically the application of the words,
the sound of which had been long familiar to
them ; and, in a short time, they acquire such
an enlargement of comprehension, as enables them
to understand what they read, and to explain it to
others. There are, doubtless, some who have not
to go through this inverted process of instruction :
these are the children of parents who speak
English, and who are brought up with a know-

ledge of English and Fantee simultaneously. They
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have a great advantage over the others, and do
not require to wait till they leave school for the
comprehension of the meaning of what they have
been learning. These carry away with them the
knowledge of a few facts, with an aptitude of more
readily adding to their number, by a practical
acquaintance with the business of life, and in-
tercourse with persons of superior intelligence.
Another cause of their jmperfect education, i1s the
want of any moral supervision and prudent control
out of school-hours, to which may be added irre-
gularity of attendance and a too early departure
from school, both consequences of the ignorance
of parents, and of their impatient haste to see
their children in a position to assist them—an
object generally effectually defeated by this very
impatience.

We would also with some diffidence advance
the opinion, that the course of instruction given
1s too exclusively of a religious character. While
we acknowledge the propriety of religion forming
the basis of every system of education, intended
for the moral and social advancement of a people,
more especially in a country where Pagan idolatry
prevails, it is, nevertheless, a well-established fact,
that an undivided attention to any particular class
of ideas tends to eramp the intellectual faculties,
and to limit that generous expansion of the mind
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which is so essential even to a true relish and an
exalted appreciation of the sublime truths of the
Gospel.

Another peculiarity is very observable with
regard to these youths after they leave school.
One would be inclined to suppose, that the ranks
of the society would be constantly recruited by
numbers of those with whom so much pains had
been taken to bestow upon them a religious educa-
tion ; but so far is this from being the case, that
the members who can neither read nor write,
greatly exceed those who have been taught to
do both. And it i1s rare for a lad leaving the
school, to observe such a correct deportment as
will admit him to the honour of membership. It
is scarcely doubtful whether this should not be
attributed to the rigid severity of their discipline.
A gloomy and morose austerity seems to pervade
their ministrations. Lugubrious pictures of man’s
wretchedness are continually set before their imagi-
nations. The sinfulness of youthful levity, and of
the gay frivolities which have so many attractions
for the young, meets with the sternest reprobation.

The Christian's pilgrimage appears to them a
continued series of dark conflicts, of harsh morti-
fications, of fiery trials, and of dismal horrors.
The world is represented as a vale of tears, where

|
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wretched man wanders about a vile outcast, until J
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he sinks with weeping and sorrow into the grave.*
These pictures have no doubt a brighter side;
but such is the predominant character of their
harangues, Their rules of discipline enforce fre-
quent services, a strict and inquisitorial scrutiny,
not only into the life, but into the thoughts of the
heart, a staid solemnity of deportment, an open
exposure of error, and a contumelious dismissal
from their community of every frail member.
However true such representations of man’s
character may be, and however efficient such a
system of discipline for separating the chaff from
the wheat, they certainly do not seem best calcu-
lated for enticing the young and the giddy within
the fold. They would be more in place among a
nation of Christians, who were relapsing into luke-
warmness ; or where men, satiated with the vain
cares and pleasures of the world, longed for a
higher degree of spiritual life than could be
enjoyed, amidst intercourse with the worldly.
They would serve admirably the purpose, where
they were sought in true singleness of heart, for

* It is not meant to assert, that the calm joys of a
Christian life do not equally form the subject of these
discourses ; but these are only understood by the confirmed
Christians, while to the general body Christianity appears a
gloomy and self-denying struggle, which is for ever to place
a grievous restriction upon human enjoyment.
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gleaning the pure from the impure; and for a
haven to the humble penitent, buffeted by the
storms of the world, and seeking amid the sym-
pathy of kindred spirits an outlet for the feelings
and emotions of his heart. But to the young
African, impatient of restraint, and eager to taste
the cup of enjoyment which the effervescent spirit
of youth seems to present to him, such dismal
pictures and such austere rules, serve no other
purpose than to hurry him as far as possible from
a missionary ; and only when overtaken with
disease, or surfeited with excess, will he remember
the instruction of his boyhood, and seek for relief
in religion.

We cannot avoid thinking that less severity, and
less awful pictures of human life, might have the
effect of drawing many over to a Christian life at
the outset ; and when these might be exhibited
without any violation of scriptural truth, it is to be
regretted that so many should be withheld from
assuming the profession and being under the
necessity of performing the duties of a Christian.
An eloquent and observant historian, in aseribing
the effacement of all distinction between Norman
and Saxon, and master and slave, in England, to
the noiseless operation of moral causes produced by
religion, has hazarded the remark that “it may

perhaps be doubted whether a purer religion might
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not have been found a less efficient agent.” It
would, perhaps, have been nearer the truth to have
said, that the national mind of England, at the
time referred to, was not in a condition to adopt a
purer form of religion; for religion, in its punty,
will always produce proportionate effects upon
society. Christianity is undoubtedly suited to man
in every stage of his advancement ; but its practical
effects upon the life will not be exhibited in the
utmost purity where moral degradation has long
existed, except among a few rare individuals,
whose hearts have been softened by a Divine
influence. With the bulk of a people living in
“the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life,” without a course of previous
training, the wrench is too sudden from all their
traditionary and immemorial customs, and from
all their darling vices and instinctive habits of
life, to the pure morality of the Gospel.

Our Saviour’s answer to a question put by the
Pharisees, would seem to indicate that the heart of
man required this previous preparation: “ Moses,
because of the hardness of your hearts, suffered
you to put away your wives;’ and the whole of
the Mosaic dispensation, as well as the very
- gradual and progressive advancement of Christian
principles, into what are now the countries of
Europe most distinguished for pure Christianity,
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clearly demonstrate that a long course of years
is necessary to mould the mind of a nation for
its reception. During these years, there will be
much error and misconception in the minds of
men, there will be many bright examples of
Christian rectitude, and still more mournful in-
stances of human frailty and inconsistency; but
truth will finally be written upon the hearts of
all, as with a sunbeam, and to mankind raised by
its force to the highest degree of moral elevation,
strength will be accorded to act consistently with
its dictates.

Entertaining the opinions which we have here
expressed, we do not think sech a rigid system
of discipline as the Wesleyans practise, altogether
best adapted to ensure great results. We by no
means advocate the admission of immeoral cha-
racters to the full benefits of Christian communion;
nor do we blame the missionaries for striving,
with a watchful jealousy, to keep their flocks un-
tainted from the vices prevalent in society, and
for weeding them as they see occasion; but it
is necessary that some means should be adopted
to prevent the youths, who are daily coming out
from their schools, from giving themselves up
to an atheistical vagabondism, neither deterred
from vicious courses by the superstitious fears—
which are still a check upon their pagan coun-
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trymen—nor incited to higher moral attainments
by some link connecting them with a Christian
community. It were well also, that there were
some Christian refuge provided for erring members,
where they might hide the shame attached to
their expulsion, without losing sight of the duties
of religion altogether. If the rules of this Church
will not allow it to make some provision of this
description, another shepherd is necessary to
gather these stray sheep into a Christian fold,
where admission to the sympathy of erring sinners
like themselves, and to the benevolent ministra-
tions of a Christian teacher, might lead them back
from error without suffering the deep humiliation,
often too painful for a sensitive mind, of re-ap-
pearmg at worship in a church where they had
lost caste and reputation.

Few of the Christians of England of the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries would stand, we
fear, the test of admission to church membership
with the Wesleyans of the present day; and yet it
1s to the men of those times, and to the influence
of religion upon their hearts, that the historian
has ascribed such a mighty moral and social
revolution. May we not then confidently look
for similar results from like causes in this country ?
and ought not this consideration to make us
careful not to drive back to paganism and infi-
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delity, men in whose hearts the seeds of religion
have been once sown, although they may be
choked for a time, as much by the cares and
pleasures of the world, as by the barren unfruit-
fulness of the soil ?

Having now adverted to the obstacles which
opposed the introduction of Christianity, to some
of the most unpromising features which marked
its progress, and to what we may have erroneously
conceived to be the defects of the system pursued,
we will proceed to direct attention to results of a
more cheering character, It has been observed
above, that many of the most intelligent Christians
who first joined the society were now living without
its pale. This remark we would be understood
ta refer to such as had withdrawn from the
missionary employment, seduced by the greater
temporal benefits which trade held out to them.
There still remain, however, in its ranks and em-
ployment, a few who have acted with Christian
consistency throughout, who, owing to the care
taken to qualify them for rendering efficient
assistance in extending a knowledge of the Gospel,
have arrived at higher theological attainments than
any of those who have made shipwreck of their
faith.

While trade held out to the latter prospects of
greater emolument than they found it possible to
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resist, the forEer chose the better part, and, wisely
contenting themselves with such salaries as their
services to the society should appear to merit, have
risen, step by step, to a high degree of usefulness,
and to an honourable place of moderate compe-
tence. These men owe their education almost
entirely to the society. Adopted by it soon after
the arrival of the first missionaries in the country,
and set apart for its service, the greater part of
them were educated at an institution formed at
Accra, chiefly with the view of preparing them for
the ministry. Some of those students have made
an ill-requital for the care and money expended
upon them. Unable to withstand the trading
mania, they ungratefully turned their backs upon
their benefactors soon after the completion of their
education. PBut some remained faithful, and are
now, as assistant preachers, actively engaged in
propagating the Gospel, giving fair promise, highly
gratifying to the lover of his species, that Western
Africa will, at no distant period, supply a native
band of soldiers of the Cross, qualified, in every
respect, to carry its consecrated standard into the
most distant and darkest abodes of heathen
idolatry.

When we spoke of the offices of the society being
now filled by an inferior class, we had no reference
to this promising band, but to the class-leaders
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and exhorters, who, for the most p:rt, are unedu-
cated men, and between whom and the assistant
preachers there is a wide gulf in point of acquire-
ments. These men, converted to Christianity
after having arrived at manhood, and after a youth
passed in idolatrous observances, barbarous cus-
toms, and immoral habits, had trials of no ordinary
severity to encounter. The husbands, perhaps, of
several wives, enjoying among their countrymen
offices of distinction in their rude customs, as cap-
tains of companies, attached by long habit to
a certain course of life, they had to cleave to one
wife, to resign positions hitherto the objects of a
fond ambition, to give up cherished practices, and
to bear the jeering taunts, sometimes the enraged
threats, of former companions. The moral courage
capable of such sacrifices could only be derived
from a deep conviction of the unsatisfactory nature
of their pagan rites and customs, and an unshaken
faith in the promises of the Gospel; and to brave
successfully this desperate struggle, a constancy
and firmness was required, which gave to their
character something of the rigid austerity of the
Scotch Covenanters.

It is gratifying to find the names of most of
those men inscribed upon the class-lists for many
years, and to know that they are still maintaining
a consistent life. If they be inferior in point of
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knowledge to fe others, they equal, if they do not
surpass them in zeal. This zeal may possibly
sometimes overshoot the mark, and run into wild
and extravagant fanaticism; but there can be
little doubt that it has its root in a sincere, if
somewhat mistaken idea of the duty incumbent
upon a Chnistian. It has always appeared to us,
however, among men of this class who have been
weaned from idolatrous practices, and who are
without education, that their ideas of worship re-
gard the regularity and formality of the act, as
constituting a most essential part of their devotion,
fully as necessary as the frame of mind which
should characterise it. Long accustomed to con-
sider religion as made up of superstitions and cere-
monious observances, they have not their minds as
yet altogether emancipated from the idea that
attention to the external form of worship is of
itself a chief constituent part of the Christian’s
duty, superseding in some instances the necessity
of a strict adherence to more essential moral duties
which, from early prejudice and the prevailing vices
of the community around them, they have been ac-
customed to regard in a venial light. It is no
uncommon thing to find Europeans living in a
course of habitual immorality, who would scorn
the imputation that they were not Christians, ex-
claiming against these men, and denying their
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claim to this character, because the frailty of our
nature sometimes leads them into the commission
of sin, seemingly forgetting that if they themselves
were judged by the same standard, their own claims
would be discovered to be much more deficient. It
1s better surely that the soldier should remain true
to his flag, notwithstanding the occasional loss of a
standard, which a moment of inadvertence or the
overwhelming force of the enemy has occasioned,
than that he should basely throw it away, and seek
an inglorious security where the din of battle will
never reach him more. In like manner, that
Christian chooses the nobler part, who, true to his
warfare, and with a firm reliance on God, rises
superior to every fall, than he who weakly shrinks
from the struggle, and, alarmed at the sacrifices
which he must make, lives in the neglect of every
Christian ordinance. With all the imperfections,
then, natural to men under the influence of such
a moral and spiritual revolution, we can see no
reason to withhold from them the merit of acting
sincerely according to the convictions, however
faulty some of their impressions may be, and
notwithstanding that they may not be exempt
from the frailties “ that flesh is heir to.”
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CHAPTER V.

Improved position of women—Effect of Christian marriages
~—Difficulties attending the elevation of woman—Sym-
pathy with missionary labour—Hostility of the Fetish
priests—Formation of small Christian bodies— Advan-
tages arising from intercourse with the missionaries in
their journeys through the country—The first missionaries
—Their indiscreet zeal, and its effects—Politic conduct
of Mr. Freeman—Establishment of a good understand-
ing with the chiefs—The progress made by the natives.

Nor the least gratifying result of missionary
labour is the increased consideration which it has
obtained for woman. Nothing could be lower
than the state of depression to which purely native
ideas and customs had consigned her, and so
improbable appeared any amelioration of her lot,
that the female mind, familiarised to the destiny of
an unworthy bondage, assumed contentment with
a position which was believed to be her natural
heritage. But another spirit was evoked at the
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sound of the Gospel. No longer®constrained to
submit to what had hitherto been considered as an
inevitable necessity, many of them rebelled against
the tyranny to which they had been subjected.
They flocked to the chapels to learn the astounding
fact, that it was contrary to the law of God for *
man to have more than one wife,  They returned
to their homes, and brooding over this consolatory
commandment, were astonished to find themselves
regarding with an excess of jealousy which they
had never before experienced their co-partners
in their husbands’ affections. Curtain lectures
became the order of the day; bickerings were
heard in establishments which had been ruled with
the quiet despotism of the Grand Turk; refusals
to cohabit with husbands, except upon condition of
a general repudiation of his other wives, were of
common occurrence ; and such a general fermenta-
tion was stirred up in the depths of society, that
husbands yielding to the requirements of a
Christian life, began to cleave to one wife; and
wives, partly impatient of a divided affection, and
partly influenced by a vague idea of Christian duty,
in like manner insisted upon a divorce from their
pagan polygamist husbands.

We should be too credulous to believe that these
separations were invariably the result of a convie-
tion of the sinfulness of polygamy, or of a sincere
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desire to reform the life. A pretended zeal for
religion was, no doubt, in some instances, only a
convenient cloak to enable them to get rid of an
incumbrance which had become disagreeable ;
but the faithfulness with which many have fulfilled
their marriage engagements, admits no doubt of
the conscientious nature of their motives. This
fidelity has been much more conspicuous on the
part of the wife than the husband, but this fact
does not, by any means, imply on her part a
higher sense of Christian obligation. The mis-
conceptions which we have noticed as natural to
the male Christians, with regard to some views
of Christian duty, apply with still greater force to
the female, who from the debasing influences of
the injurious position assigned to them, had sunk
to a lower degree of moral and intellectual degra-
dation. Where a husband is seen faithful to his
vows, there can be little .doubt of the sincerity of
the principle which actuates him ; but so many
motives concur in imposing this obligation upon
the wife, that there can be no want of charity in
believing that they have a powerful influence upon
her conduct. By her marriage, her position in
society has been greatly elevated.  She is entitled
to the undivided addresses of her husband. He

provides more carefully for the wants of his family ;
VOL. IL F
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he is a better father to his children, feeds, clothes,
and educates them in a respectable manner, and
contrary to the native law affecting heathens,
leaves them entitled to his property.

With advantages of this description, the institu-
tion of Christian marriage became very popular
with the sex, apart from religious considerations ;
and their remarkable fidelity compared with the
easy virtue of the polygamist’s wife, whether arising
from Chnstian principle or from worldly motives,
sufficiently proves their consciousness of their ad-
vantages, and their determination to maintain them.
The number of these marriages was very consider-
able, some of them between parties who had been
living together as man and wife before the intro-
duction of Christianity, some among the members
of the society, who had been cohabiting with seve-
ral women before their conversion, and who had to
repudiate these previous to marriage, and a few
among the young men and girls, who had both
been educated at the Missionary schools. Of all
these classes, the latter is that which holds out the
best prospect of happiness, and which approaches
nearest to our European ideas of marriage. In
both of the former there were mixed up some roots
of bitterness. There were children, perhaps, of
different mothers, who became to the Christian
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wife objects of jealousy. There was the knowledge
of a former attachment, the embers of which
were sometimes supposed to slumber in the
heart, ready to burst forth into a new flame.
There was the full consciousness of the loose prin-
ciples of a large proportion of the female commu-
nity. There was no want of opportunity for, nor
allurements to, unfaithful conduct; and there was
with all this, perhaps, a want of confidence in the
husband’s powers of resistance and self-denial.
Where such feelings existed, the shadow of a
circumstance capable of suspicion, was sufficient to
cause a scene of domestic dissension. The new-
ness of the position of the married wives, so
lately raised from degradation, blinded them to the
knowledge of their duties, and induced them to
exact, as an inalienable and compulsory right,
what, if they had known human nature better,
they might have made the spontaneous result of
dutiful affection. This termagant conduct to
men, who had hitherto been accustomed to have
their own way in their domestic arrangements,
was difficult to brook, and led, we are persuaded,
in many instances, to the sin which it was
intended to repress. From this and other causes,
incident to the state of society, many of these
marriages were not always so happy as could
F 2
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be wished; but after making large deductions for
backslidings and short-comings, a great proportion
is still distinguished for consistent fidelity, and a
proper attention to the duties devolving upon them
as husbands and fathers. With these and the
young couples who have lately been united to the
objects of their first affections, marriage is exhi-
bited in its right character. Here Christianity and
the domestic affections mutually act and react upon
cach other. Christianity first formed the link,
and domestic felicity, grateful for the boon, finds
its most endearing enjoyments, its very existence
even, dependent upon cherishing the sacred flame.

The natural result of these Christian mar-
riages has been to give an unity of interest to the
husband and wife, which has scarcely any place
in the domestic arrangements of the heathen.
There the wives rarely reside in the same house
with the husband, but come in their turn, or as
his whimsical fancy may direct, to provide his
food, or to minister to his desires ; attending him,
rather with the obedient servility of the slave, than
with the affectionate assiduity of a wife. Too
much of this lordly superiority still characterizes
the conduct of many of the Christian husbands ;
but it is fast disappearing, and where it exists, it
is as much to be attributed to the abjectness of
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the female mind, the consequence of early habit
and education, as to the domineering conduct of
the husband. She, happy in the possession of a
husband, who is bound by his marriage vows to
remain faithful to her, cares not how she slaves,
if she can preserve his affection. She cannot
read, and has no mental resources to occupy her
attention. Her happiness is bound up in the
contentedness of her husband, and the welfare of
her children. To secure these, she is satisfied to
drudge as for a master, without pretending to the
rank of an equal. It is not in the nature of man
to practise so much self-denial, as to refuse the
acceptance of a superiority, so voluntarily accorded ;
and what the woman yields, from a sense of the
duty incumbent upon her position, the man
comes to regard as his natural right, and
only a fitting tribute due to his superiority. The
tie of a young family springing up around them,
however, and centering their affections upon
objects of a common interest, is fast breaking
down the barriers between husband and wife,
which ages of oppressive severity have rendered
natural and instinctive.

It follows, as a necessary consequence from this
improvement of the domestic economy of the
African, that the condition of the offspring
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of Christian marriages is widely different from
others.  The little community of interest
called into existence by marriage contracts
among the heathen, left the destiny of the
children to the fortuitous buffetings of chance.
Owing to the peculiarities of the social system,
which give to the individual, as has been stated in
a former chapter, a property value in the estima-
tion of his family, and which attaches to the
maternai side, the father had wery frequently
nothing to do with his offspring. He did not
even regard them as part of his family, in the
African sense of the term.

But it is not thus with a Christian family.
The vows of baptism impose upon the parents the
duty of training up their children in a Christian
manner. They are sent to school at an early age.
There is a praiseworthy ambition to see them
respectably dressed, and fond anticipations are
cherished of their becoming useful members of
society, in positions to enable them to smoothe the
pillow of their own declining age. This instrue-
tion is not confined to boys alone. Female
schools are in active operation, where numbers of
this long-neglected class have been, and are con-
tinuing to be, brought up in a knowledge of the
the Christian religion, and an acquaintance with
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every branch of a plain and useful female educa-
tion.

In the moral elevation of woman, the philan-
thropist acknowledges the most efficient human
engine for the general elevation of a people, and in
her debased and abandoned condition, the Christian
missionary discovers the most insuperable obstacle
to the success of his labours. Nowhere has there
been greater necessity for the presence of this
agent than in Africa; but the same causes which
have produced this necessity, have also occasioned
the great difficulty of calling it efficiently into
operation. From these causes—namely, the long
ages of debasement which gave to the character
an instinctive tendency to vicious courses—the
pecubiarities in the social condition of the people
which made the marriage of a daughter a
marketable contract, tantamount to rendering
female virtue an object of sale, the very lax ideas
prevalent in society upon this subject, daily asso-
ciation with friends and relations living in immoral
practices, and making them the subject of ordinary
conversation, seemingly unconscious of their vile-
ness, the encouragement given to seduction by
Europeans, and the fierce impetuosity of passion
natural to the children of a tropical sun; from
all these, and the numerous modifications of cir-
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cumstances arising out of them, the missionary
found it, at first, a difficulty amounting almost to
an impossibility to pilot these frail vessels, beset
with so many dangers, into the safe haven of matri-
mony, without making shipwreck of their virtue.

It is just, however, to acknowledge that this
ruin has been as much the result of compulsory
measures of bargain-making relations, as of the
voluntary act of individuals. This subject is also
a fruitful source of sneering animadversion to
many who will not see anything good in mission-
ary labour; but with the antagomistic influences
which we have enumerated, what else have we a
right to expect as a general result? Analogous
laws govern the moral and physical world. Can
a number of persons in health enter a city infected
with the plague, mingle with its diseased inhabi-
tants, eat, and drink, and sleep with them, and yet
remain untainted by infection, notwithstanding
that there may be in their own systems no predis-
posing causes ? would we be surprized if we were
told that the majority were attacked with the
malady ? and shall we be astonished that those
who are exposed to the taint of a moral plague
equally virulent in its nature, have not been able to
escape its pollution ?

To the attentive and candid inquirer after truth,
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who duly weighs the influence of the counter-
acting causes which we have enumerated, it will be
matter of satisfaction to learn that there are,
nevertheless, a few exemplary instances of virtuous
integrity, whose escape from the snares with which
they were beset, and whose elevation to the dignity
of Christian matrons, are beginning to give a far
different tone to female morality. It has been
shown, that, however great the dangers and tempta-
tions may be to which the young African 1is
subjected, they are yet to be withstood by the
influence of Christian principles, and by the
judicious supervision of Christian instructors. The
bridge over the yawning gulf has been crossed.
The pitfalls upon it, numerous as those opened up
to the vision of Mirza, have been avoided, and
finger-posts have been erected by Faith and Love,
to guide future travellers by the same road
past those treacherous snares. Similar difficulties
are never likely to operate again with the same
force, for, in addition to the superior moral tone
which Christian marriages have introduced, the
respect and consideration accorded to educated
married people, and the pesicon of easy competence
which they never fail to attain in society, hold out
inducements which, apart from religious considera-
tions, must exercise a powerful restraint upon the
conduct.
F 3
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But another cause of far greater weight is now
coming into operation. The majority of the
female scholars had at first been children of
heathen parents, who had been reluctantly per-
suaded by the missionaries to send them to school.
No supervision was exercised over them out of
school-hours.  On the contrary, they very possibly
were accustomed to hear Christian instruction
reviled, and practices of an immoral tendency
encouraged, by those whom the ties of nature
bound them to respect. Now, however, many of the
children attending school are the offspring of
Christian parents. These, both by precept and
example, are bringing them up in new ideas, and
subjecting them to those restraints which are
necessary to keep them from acquiring bad habits
and tastes.  With this additional restriction upon
the girls, there 1s every reason to expect more
satisfactory results in the time to come, than those
which have attended our experience of the past.
Every fresh example of Christian constancy on the
part of the educated female community will act as
a powerful lever to raise others to the same eleva-
tion, and the generally improved tone of morality
characterising the conduct of those who aspire to
European habits, will help to strengthen and
confirm those religious bonds, upon which our
main dependence must always rest.
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Such are a few of the most prominent results of
missionary labour. They are limited, it is true,
comparatively, to a very small portion of the people.
The great masses still cling, although with a less
confident grasp, to their idolatrous practices, and
their rude and barbarous customs. But, even
among these, a great revolution of feeling has
taken place. The sentiments of jealous discontent
with which they had at first viewed the introduc-
tion of the Gospel have died away, and have been
replaced by a quiet indifference on the part of the
great body of the people, a complacent satisfaction
with others, and a hesitating assent to its advan-
tages with many. The indications of an incipient
civilization, daily becoming more apparent in
the general adoption of the dress and habits
of Europeans; the temporal advantages which
education is enabling so many to obtain; the
possession of those advantages by men who, by
their elevation, have acquired extensive influence
and have become the central points of attraction to
very numerous clans of friends and relations; the
natural deference which ignorance pays to a higher
degree of intelligence, and the knowledge of the
humane and benevolent spirit of Christianity, which
idea of its character, though imperfectly understood,
is extensively diffused through all classes, have not
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only overcome all tendency to a hostile opposition,
but have prepared the natives for a more general
consideration of its claims for acceptance, unde-
terred by fear of persecution. This amicable
feeling is not confined within the narrow compass
of the principal towns along the sea-board, where
the Europeans reside; but has penetrated into the
most distant corners of the extensive territory
under British jurisdiction. The Fetish priests are
viewing the progress of this state of the public
mind with much uneasiness, and are exerting their
influence to counteract it, by urging upon the
chiefs the necessity of abiding by the customs of
their forefathers. They would willingly see the
Christians exterminated.

This wide-spread appreciation of the superiority
of European civilization, without an admixture of
that strong disinclination to keep it far from their
doors, which was so general in the commencement,
is partly the result of the great advantages derived
from the administration of justice by the local
government, and the necessary concourse of the
chiefs and people of the interior to the towns upon
the coast, where they have such frequent opportuni-
ties of observing the rapid advance which the natives
there are making in every useful art, and partly of
the numerous schools and mission stations estab-
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lished throughout the country. To these should
also be added the effect which trade has, not only
in drawing constant streams of people to the
coast, but of sending out into every nook of the
interior traffickers with their petty store of mer-
chandize. Many of these are youths who have
been educated in the schools. Some of them are
in connection with the missionary society. They
take up a position in the interior towns where they
often reside for months at a time. Their European
dress gives them respect in the eyes of the inha-
bitants, who are eager to know from them all that
they can tell of the white men, their customs,
habits, and religion.

During this intercourse, new ideas are imparted,
important truths sometimes take root in their
minds, convictions of therr own inferiority and
debasement begin to be entertained, and longing
desires for their improvement are frequently
awakened. But of all these causes, the schools
and mission stations are decidedly the most
efficient. The sword of justice has a double edge,
and cuts in both directions. To one it imparts
confidence, to another fear. While 1t restrains the
act, it does not always reach the thought of the
heart ; it represses crime, but is powerless to instil
virtue ; and although the arts of peace and moral
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advancement are beholden to it for protection, and
for scope for their full development, yet it teaches
no loom to spin, no spade to dig, nor does it enter
into the deep recesses of the human breast and
bring forth the fruits of righteousness. The
civilization owing to the itinerant trader, also, is of
a very mixed and doubtful nature. He may be, and
frequently is, a worthless and immoral character,
and presents to the eyes of the people in the interior,
an example unworthy of his education. He may,
however, and does often speak of the duty required
of a Christian. He can tell of the virtues which
he does not practise, and which he has been taught
to consider as essential to every good man.
Precepts of this kind, unsupperted by example,
have seldom much influence, but even from such
corrupt sources the knowledge of some truths may
be learned, which may give expansion to other
minds, and incite them to farther inquiry. With
missionary exertion, however, there mixes no
injurious alloy. It attacks the vices existing in
society ; but while it aims at destroying the roots
from which they spring, it is careful to sow new
seed. The explanation which the missionary makes
of his object to the elders of a town, to induce them
to consent to the establishment of a school for the
education of the young, reveals such a benevolent
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spirit, and such an absence of all selfish motives,
that however slow they may be at first to profit by
it, a long course of laborious perseverance seldom
fails in gaining them over. A teacher once estab-
lished, a knowledge of the truths which he has
been instructed to communicate, gains its way
among the general body of the people.

Faith in the efficacy of their superstitious ob-
servances and idolatrous worship is sapped in
the minds of a few. They have recourse to the
Christian teacher, and are instructed in his creed.
They attend his ministrations, and listen, often with
awe-struck attention, to his explanation of the
Scriptures. One by one, they feel a desire to
acknowledge the effect which this teaching is
having upon their minds; but shame and fears
arising from a variety of causes, beget a restless
indecision full of misery. Compelled by the
vehemence of the struggle going on in their minds,
and unable longer to contend against the convic-
tions which begin to dawn upon them, they
request to be admitted to a nowvitiate. In the
process of time a small society is formed. They
consent to submit to the discipline necessary for
membership, and a watchful vigilance is henceforth
kept upon their manner of life. The expulsion
from the community of any one persisting in
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immorality, reveals to the natives generally the
wide difference between the frailty of man and the
purity of the Gospel.

The sinful practices of professing Christians
begat an idea that these were not inconsistent with
the Christian faith, and the beautiful precepts
which were represented as forming the morality of
the Christian, were considered only as something
fit to talk about, without any intention of carrying
them into practice. It was soon revealed, however,
that the weakness of man formed no ground for
impugning Christianity. No breach of its morality
was allowed to pass without animadversion, and
the bare imagination of the acknowledged pos-
sibility of attaining such a mastery over the cor-
ruptions of our nature, compelled the most bigoted
to admit that society could not but derive immense
advantages from its consistent practice.

* This conviction limited any active spirit of
hostility, which still lingered in the minds of
some men, to those Fetishmen, and the more
elderly of the natives, who were loath to see such
a dangerous invasion of their dearly cherished
customs. The periodical visits which the mission-
aries make to these stations, and the constant
intercourse between them and the natives generally

in their frequent journeyings throughout the
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country, have the effect of confirming the impres-
sions which have been made, and of diffusing
widely a spirit of acquiescent toleration; and thus
while the schools in those parts are laying the
foundations of a new faith, and of increased know-
ledge in the education of the young, a variety of
causes is at work, habituating the minds of all to
the idea of the final triumph of the religion of
the white man.

As a proof of the estimation in which Euro-
pean instruction is now beginning to be held,
and of the gradually relaxing hold of idolatry,
it should be mentioned that it is not uncommon
for the superintendent of missions to receive invi-
tations and earnest petitions from distant chiefs
to establish schools among their people, and to
be entreated by adult persons living in villages,
where no branch society exists to visit them, with
the view of admitting them for trial, and of
instructing them in the duties of Christianity.
Until we had paid particular attention to this
subject, and had seen to how great an extent
this leaven had been infused, it had been, we
must confess, always a matter of doubt with us
whether the system of widely scattering the mis-
sion stations through the country, were as efficient
a means of diffusing a knowledge of the Gospel,
as the concentrating the whole energies of the
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society upon one point; thus forming a nucleus
which would expand itself in every direction, as
soon as the work of conversion had acquired
sufficient consistence. But when we reflect how
difficult it is to bring the generality of minds to
an agreement upon any point, either of faith or
practice, how obstinately new doctrines are op-
posed, that only a small portion in any eommunity
will declare themselves until these doctrines have
become the creed of the majority; when, more-
over, it is seen that the gradual preparation of
the mind of a people has been in all countries
and ages the necessary forerunner of an entire
revolution in religion, we are persuaded that the
seed in this country has not been scattered in
vain, but that these humble nurseries, where a
Christian blossom can scarcely yet be discovered
amid the wide waste of heathen barrenness, are
the seed-plots, insufficient as they may appear,
by which an over-ruling Providence means to
raise this hitherto neglected wilderness into a
fruitful Eden.

It would be unjust to close this subject, with-
out adverting to the manner in which the mis-
sionaries have been enabled to set on foot this
silent revolution, and to gain for it the acquiescence
of men bigoted in no ordinary degree to their
traditionary usages. It has been observed that
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a very hostile spirit was exhibited on its first
promulgation, to be attributed as much to an
indiscreet zeal on the part of the missionary, as to
the instinctive alarm of a people trembling for
the subversion of a system, with an adherence to
which their prosperity was supposed to be inse-
parably bound up. It is with no exaggeration
of this feeling that we have remarked, that, but
for the protection of the local government, the
work would not have been permitted to go on.
Even with such countenance and support as it
could extend, more than one forcible demonstration
has been made to suppress it.

The first missionaries, appalled at the moral
waste which the degraded state of the African
population presented to their view, and believing
it impossible that any race of people, living in
such a state of spiritual destitution, would close
their ears against a knowledge of the truth, burned
with an intemperate enthusiasm approaching to
fanaticism to communicate the glad tidings of
salvation. In season and out of season, they
dinned into unwilling ears loud complaints of
their lost and miserable condition. They attacked
their idolatrous practices, their social immoralities,
and their more innocent conventional usages, and
forbade their repetition with such a tone of autho-
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rity as the possession only of a power to still
at once the raging sea or the stormy passions
of man could have warranted, With their own
experience of the efficacy of religion upon the
heart, and under the influence of a strong impulse
to impart to others their joy in believing, they
seemed credulously to think that the mere
announcement of such consolatory truths would
at once secure their eager acceptance.

To the jealous comprehension of the African,
animadversions upon their customs, conveyed in
such loud and objurgatory language, assumed
the character of personal abuse; and their pride
took offence at what they were inclined to regard
as a wanton piece of insult. A too rash inter-
ference also with their domestic arrangements,
and with the full discretionary power which every
head of a family considered himself entitled to
exercise over all its members, still farther aug-
mented this spirit of opposition.

Owing to this over-zeal, which looked for a
harvest without tillage, and which did not make
due allowance for the nature of the soil, much
exacerbation of feeling was the consequence. It
was not until the management fell into the hands
of Mr. Freeman, one who had himself served in
the ranks, that a better spirit was evoked. He had
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had opportunities of learning, from the experience
of his past labours, the necessity of not losing sight
of the tendencies of our nature; and he did not
think it below the dignity of religion to consult
these in his attacks upon their prejudices. He
had seen that no dependence could be placed upon
the relinquishment of any custom or habit, where
the understanding remained unconvinced, and the
heart unchanged; and to this important work he
directed his best energies. © Combining the wisdom
of the politician with the active zeal of the mis-
sionary, and possessed of an elastic buoyancy of
temperament, the result of a firm confidence in
the ultimate trinmph of the Gospel, he warily
reduced the strongholds of superstition, one by
one, in the minds of those to whom he gained
access ; neither arousing hostility by any ill-timed
intemperance of assault, nor disconcerted by occa-
sional and temporary failure.

By perseverance in this judicious course, and
by cultivating the friendship both of chiefs and
people, in his very frequent and extended journey-
ings through the country, by a kind and courteous
affability full of Christian charity, he not only
removed all feelings of resentment, but induced
them to yield to his guidance in many important
particulars, It was seen that a difference of
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opinion upon points of belief did not necessarily
form an insurmountable barrier to friendly inter-
course, and the Christian missionary thus found
frequent opportunities of inoculating the pagan
chief with new ideas. The natural result of such
an intercourse, will always be the gradual con-
cession of ignorant prejudices to superior intelli-
gence. The chief who would have taken alarm
at a direct attack upon his unchristian practices,
and who would have held aloof with a jealous
suspicion from any one who authorifatively com-
manded him to abandon them, could see no
danger in an amicable conversation, which was
nevertheless sapping their foundations. Much
credit is therefore due to Mr. Freeman, who
has managed to secure an acquiescent assent for
the free dissemination of Chrnstian truth, which
they feel to be undermining their power, and
to be depriving them of their privileges, which
are best maintained by the ignorance of a

people. |

It has often been a question, whether, with
the pecuniary means placed at the disposal of
the Gold Coast Mission, greater results might
not have been expected; and the sums swallowed
up by heavy travelling expenses, have often been
represented as so much money needlessly thrown

-
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away. Chnstianity, it has been said, needs no
extraneous assistance for its diffusion, and should
scorn to humour the prejudices of any people.
The Christian missionary, hke the apostles of
old, should provide neither gold, nor silver, nor
serip for his journey. He should humbly wander
through the African hamlets, in the firm con-
fidence that the workman will be considered
worthy of his hire, Much diversity of opinion
will always exist upon a subject of this nature;
but our experience leads us to express with con-
fidence, that if this course had been pursued upon
the Gold Coast, Christianity as yet would have
numbered but few converts. It is doubtful even
if the missionary might not have been left to
die without any one seeking to provide for his
wants. In the Christian, as well as in the
pagan world, the surest way to gain friends is
not to need them. Nowhere is this truth more
evident than in Africa, for, unless an appearance
of respectability is maintained, nay, without some
indication of the means of being liberal, the
European, lay or clerical, will only meet with
indifference and neglect.

It has been observed above, that the employ-

ment given by the missionaries was a principal
cause of their chapels being filled in the com-

-
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mencement. But for the assistance of attrac-
tions of this nature, many who are now
respectable Christians, would never have been
drawn within the reach of Christian teaching at*
all. Whether, i1s it better that it should be so,
or that barefooted friars should be wandering
through the land, exposed to the scoff of the
heathen, and without the sympathy of a single
convert? Did the power and influence of the
Pope give no impetus to the establishment of
Christianity in England, apart from its inherent
power of disseminating itself? Did the support
of Elizabeth’s government give no extension to
the tenets of the Reformed Church? Teaching
is not confined either to the school-room or the
pulpit. The active mind of man draws its stores
of information from innumerable sources, and is
influenced in its adoption of new ideas from in-
numerable causes. From the cradle to the grave
this instruction is in continual progress.

More good may be effected by the journey of
a missionary travelling through the interior ham-
lets, in a manner calculated to secure the respect
of the people, by his friendly and familiar inter-
course with them, by his example of pure mo-
rality, of strict temperance, of Christian charity,
as well as by the exhibition of the superior
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comforts which civilization has placed within
his reach, than by the preaching of a thousand
homilies. The more frequent the repetition of
such wvisits, the deeper and more lasting will be
the impression. Hence the removal of so many
prejudices in this country, and hence also the
gradual preparation of the minds of men for a
new state of things. With such unquestionable
proofs of the beneficial results arising from the
svstem which has been adopted, it is impossible
to regret that another, less calculated to secure
respect for the missionary, and for attracting
the natives to his teaching, has not been had
recourse to.

Our remarks upon this very important move-
ment now draw to a close. It has been our
endeavour to give a faithful representation of
what has been passing before our eyes for the
last eighteen years, in a spirit of candour and
charity. Some of the observations made may
appear somewhat deficient in the latter quality;
but the prospect of such an imputation has not
been able to deter us from giving what we con-
scientiously believe to be a true picture of mis-
sionary labour, and its result upon the Gold
Coast. Where there is such an admixture of
the elements of progress and civilization with

VOL. 1I. .
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rude and barbarous usages, and where society

presents every variety of shade, from the dark
and besotted idolater, into whose mind one single
ray of knowledge has scarcely penetrated, to the
enlightened Christian, already advanced to a
moderate standing in the scale of civilized beings,
it is difficult in a narrative of this description
to avoid the appearance of seeming contradictions
and Inconsistencies.

The gratifying indications of progress which
have to be recounted, and which assume, perhaps,
in the eyes of the observer, an exaggerated esti-
mation from contrast with the prevailing ignorance,
by which they are surrounded, have a tendency,
at one moment, to lead us to believe the condition
of the people to be generally much more advanced
than we find it; while, on the other hand, the
descriptions which it is necessary to give of the deep
moral degradation, and the barbarous and idola-
trous practices of the masses, are apt to blind us
to the degree of progress which has actually been
made. Only one who has been a witness of this
progress can duly estimate its importance. A
passing stranger, who obtains only a casual glimpse
of society, and sees merely its surface, would not
hesitate to pronounce it altogether barbarous.

It is, therefore, necessary to caution the reader,
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who would wish to carry along with him a just
impression of the progress made on the Gold
Coast in all its features, not to be so enamoured of
its beauties as to overlook the multitude of its
defects, nor to fix his attention so exclusively upon
its blemishes as to shut his eyes to its merits. He
will not err much in comparing it to those land-
scapes, where the hand of art loves to introduce,
amidst the wilds of nature, some traces of its own
fanciful creation, and where may be seen in emu-
lous contrast, the wild luxuriance and the stubborn
ruggedness of the indigenous plant, and the fair
though tender blossoms of the exotic. And when
he remembers how many a wilderness has, by
patient cultivation, been converted into fruitful
corn-fields and smiling vineyards, for the supply
of the wants, and as a solace for the cares of
man, he will not do wrong in cherishing hopeful
anticipations of the time when the natives of the
Gold Coast will, by a long process of mental
culture, be fully qualified to take their stand among
the civilized nations of the world.

G 2
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CHAPTER VL

Vague ideas respecting God— Mode of worship — The
priests — Evil spirits—Offerings made to them — The
immortality of the soul—Worship of the spirits of de-
ceased friends—Slaves killed to attend their master to
the next world — Corrupting tendency of idolatry —
Prophetic pretensions of the Fetishmen — Tricks and
impostures—Children dedicated to the Fetish office from
birth—The Great Braffo Fetish—Independent conduct
of the Fetishmen—Priestesses—Their infamous conduct
—The influence of Fetish upon the African—Decline of

the Fetish faith—Its utility as an engine of civil govern-
ment.

Having, in the foregoing part of this work,
traced the origin and progress of the connection
which has subsisted between the nations of Eu-
rope, and the natives of the Gold Coast for a
period extending over more than three centuries
and a half, and having also placed before the
reader a general and cursory view of the existing
social condition of the people, with some account
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of its gradual formation and growth, we shall now
direct his attention to their ideas of religion, and
some of their superstitious observances, as well as
to a more particular account of their domestic
economy, without a description of which, the pic-
ture would be incomplete. Those subjects, espe-
cially the religious practices of the people, may
appear to have been of sufficient consequence to
entitle them to be incorporated with the account
which has been given; but we were unwilling to
interrupt the consecutive representation of events
by any episodical digression not absolutely required
for the perfect comprehension of the narrative,
and although we have been obliged to advert occa-
sionally to their Fetish, the expression hitherto has
been used more as a general term for a supersti-
tious worship, than as indicating any particular
observance requiring explanation.

We shall now, however, attempt to describe the
nature of this superstition, which exercises such
an illimitable influence over the minds of the
masses of the population. An analysis of this
description is beset with no ordinary difficulties.
We denve little assistance in our investigations
from the ideas of the idolaters themselves, which
are extremely vague and indefinite, and we are still
farther puzzled to discriminate between such im-
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pressions, as may be the result of an effort of their
own reason, or the consequence of their fears, and
such as without the knowledge of the existing
generation may have been derived from a more
enlightened people, and handed down to them as a
portion of the creed of their forefathers. There is
great room to believe that the idea of one great
first cause, the Creator of all things, has prevailed
among them from time immemorial; for the Fantee
words Yankompon derived from * Yankom,”
Friend, and “epon,” great, and Yammie from
“Yeeh” make, and “eme” or “mi” me, by which
they designate God, would seem to indicate that
the idea of a benevolent Creater was co-eval with
the language ; but there can also be little doubt
that indefinite as this idea even now is, in their
minds, it must have received its confirmation from
an intercourse of more than three hundred and
fifty years with Europeans, whose acknowledgment
of one God must soon have become universally
known. Even before their intercourse with Euro-
peans, it is possible that this great truth might
have been disseminated by the Mohammedan
population of the interior.  Be this as it may, the
natives of the Gold Coast generally acknowledge
the existence of a Supreme Being, who made and
governs the world, but they cannot be said to
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worship him.* They sometimes invoke his name,
and call upon him to bless those whom they love,
and much more frequently to curse those whom
they hate, but in either case their invocation amounts
simply to an ejaculation, and is not attended by any
formal act of worship.

When oppressed with afflictions and over-
whelmed by any great calamity, for a release from
which they have sacrificed to their idols in vain,
we find them resigning themselves submissively
to their fate, with the exclamation that “ they
are in God’s hands, and he will do whatever
he thinks best.” But they neither offer sacri-
fices to him, nor do they think of seeking by
supplication to avert what (if their idols fail them)
they seem inclined to regard as their inevitable
destiny. To this extent, then, we may regard them
as predestinarians, acknowledging one Supreme
Governor of the world, who has appointed all
things according to his pleasure, and to whom

* The manner in which they regard God corresponds
exactly with the account given of the Assyrians, whom
Shalmaneser transplanted into Samaria, and who, in con-
sequence, became acquainted with the God of the Jews:

“They feared the Lord, and served their own gods. So
these nations feared the Lord, and served their graven
images,”’—2 Kives xvii, 33, 41.
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it were in vain for man to appeal with any hope of
changing his immutable decrees. They beheve,
however, that this Supreme Bemg, in compassion
to the human race, has bestowed upon a vanety of
objects, animate and inanimate, the attributes of
Deity, and that he directs every individual man in
his choice of his object of worship. This choice
once made, the object becomes the “Souman,” or
idol of the individual. It may be a block, a stone,
a tree, a river, a lake, a mountain, a snake, an
alligator, a bundle of rags, or whatever the extra-
vagant imagination of the idolater may pitch upon.
From the moment that he has made his choice, he
has recourse to this god of his in all his troubles.
He makes oblations to it of rum and palm wine;
he lays offerings before it of ol and corn; he
sacrifices to it fowls and goats and sheep, and
smears it with their blood; and, as he performs
these rites, he prays it to be propitious to him, and
to grant him the accomplishment of his petition.
These rites and supplications are directed exclu-
sively to his idel, without any ulterior reference in
his mind to the Supreme Being. During their
performance, the idolater is sometimes wrought
up to a high pitch of excitement, and under the
influence of this frenzy, deludes himself with the
idea that his idol has mysteriously communicated
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with him, and granted him an answer to his prayer.
He is thus directed, by an extraordinary self-delu-
sion, to the adoption of some ceremonious rite,
from the performance of which he expects to
obtain the object of his wishes. Nothing can
exceed the absurdity of these rites. They bear no
reference whatever to the subject of petition as a
means to an end. To restore to health a sick
child, to shield from danger a friend engaged in
some perilous enterprize, or to draw down destruc-
tion and death upon an enemy, the idolater may,
perhaps, surround his house with a string of withes,
hang up some filthy rags to the branches of a tree,
or nail a fow] to the ground by means of a stake
driven through its body. Whatever wild and ex-
travagant fancy may take possession of his dark and
superstitious mind, he believes it to be an inspiration
of his senseless block, and to carry it into execu-
tion, immediately becomes the subject of a strong
religious obligation. Traces of this blind super-
_ stition are to be seen on every path, and about the
house of every idolater. From the Souman, or
idol of individuals, we come to the Boossum of a
family or town, which frequently has no material
representation. This word literally expresses
“ take to serve,” but it does not so much represent
the god of an individual as a family god, or, more
G 3
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universally still, the god of a people. Every
family has some god of this description common to
all, and every town has one or more also acknow-
ledged by the general body of the people, but a
priest or sofoo waits upon this Boossum, and
ministers at his altars. As long as men are pros-
perous, and no extraordinary event occurs to disturb
the even tenor of their lives, they are content each
to worship his individual Souman ; but when cala-
mities overtake them, they distrust the power of
their idol to succour them, and their own capacity
to interpret aright his inspirations. Under these
circumstances, they repair to the sofoo to obtain
consolation and relief, from his superior insight
into the mysteries by which they are surrounded.
An offering is given to him to lay before his god.
He explains the nature of the service required, and
after a number of absurd ceremonies, arouses his
deity to attention, and receives from him an inti-
mation of the observances necessary to obtain his
object. These he communicates to the supplicant
for priestly comfort, who listens with reverential
awe to the injunctions prescribed, and proceeds to
carry them into effect with a blind credulity.

In like manner, when the calamity is general,
such as a drought, a dearth, a pestilence, or want
of success in war, the whole population or their

1
_!
i
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representatives, with their chiefs and head men,
repair to the chief Boossum to make their offerings
and sacrifice, and to seek, through the intercession
of the priests, a mitigation and a release from
their sufferings. These priests, aware of the neces-
sity of making a deep impression upon such mo-
mentous occasions, surround the whole of their
proceedings with a fearful secrecy and mysterious
solemnity, calculated to awe the minds of the sup-
plicants, and they deliver their oracles in such emg-
matical language as may be capable of a double
interpretation.  Like the weird sisters in Mac-
beth “ they palter in a double sense, and keep the
word of promise to the ear and break it to the trust.”

If.the observances, which the priests prescribe,
should be performed without any satisfactory result,
it is by no ieans the fault of the Boossum. It is
immediately attributed to inattention to some reli-
gious duty, to the general impiety, perhaps, of the
people, to the neglect of their sacred groves, their
Fetish houses, or a want of a proper respect for the
comfort of the priests themselves.  Greater zeal 1s
urgently recommended, richer offerings are de-
manded, and a renewal of ceremonious observances
prescribed ; and when the calamity, whatever it
may have been, is overpast, the glory belongs to
the Boossum.
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This idol worship confines the idolater to mo
particular idol ; as he attributes his prosperity to
the protecting care of his Fetish, he will, as long
as his prosperity continues, remain steadfast to the
worship of that particular Fetish; but when diffi-
culties arise, and he is beset with perplexities, he
will range at will, as fancy "directs him, to a thou-
sand different objects, and make them the gods of
his gross idolatry. The prosperous man is therefore
confined 1 his worship to fewer idols and observances
than the unfortunate. The former has faith in
the power of his idol, while the latter.cannot rest
until he has found a relief from his troubles ; and
hence the multiplication of his idels and of his
modes of worship.

Apart from his own Souman, the zealous

idolater finds no want of idols in the groves set
apart for his worship, in the sea, the rivers, the
rocks, and the mountains which surround him.
The grander features of nature have a tendency to
excite in the Christian's mind emotions of devo-
tional awe and veneration, and at once to raise his
thoughts from nature up to nature’s God; the
mind of the idolater goes not beyond the objeets
themselves, but their grandeur appals him: they
become to him gods, and he seeks to propitiate
their favour by an obsequious deportment and vain
oblations,
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There is one peculiar form, which the Fetish
worship of a family about to be separated takes,
which deserves to be recorded, as in it we have no
external representation of an idol. In view of a
separation which will most probably prevent them
from ever again worshipping the Boossum, to
which they have made their devotions hitherto,
they repair to the priest, or sofoo, and having
explained their wants, he pounds up some Souman
or Fetish substance, and mixes it with water into
a drink, which the whole family swallow together.
While partaking of this strange communion, the
priest declares to them that his Boossum com-
mands that none of this family shall ever after

Fpartake of such and such an article of food,
naming, perhaps, fowl, mutton, beef, pork, eggs,
milk, or anything which he may choose to mention
at the time. The Fetish edict, once pronounced
against a particular article of food under such
circumstances, no one of the family ever tastes it
more ; and thus we find one who will not taste a
bit of chicken, another an egg, a turkey, and so
on ; and this abstinence from a particular species
of food descends to the children, who are under
the necessity of observing a similar abstinence. In
this case, the parties are supposed to have swal-
lowed their idol, and to have him existing in their
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own persons, and the abstinence prescribed, forms
a continued act of worship.

We do not find that the opinion of a devil, or
one great evil spirit, prevails among them. There
are modes of expression in use which might lead
us to entertain this idea ; but it is found, on more
minute investigation, that these are only translated
forms of expression suited to meet our European
notions, such as “the devil tempted me,” “to
drive the devil out of town,” and so forth, for
which the literal Fantee terms express, “an evil
spirit tempted me,” “ to drive all abomination and
evil spirits away.” But although they do not
acknowledge the existence of ome superior dewil,
they believe the world to abound with numbers of
evil spirits, who are continually employed about
mischief. They deny that they worship these evil
spirits ; but if they do not worship them in the
proper sense of the term, they have frequently
recourse to offerings to bribe them to inaction, or
to take their departure.

Sudden 1illness and diseases, which do not
speedily give way to their processes of cure, are
attributed to evil spirits, and most of the misfor-
tunes which occur are also put down to the same
cause ; and offerings of different descriptions are
thrown out upon the paths, with the view of j
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appeasing these spirits, not to their gods to induce
them to take them away.

Neither do we find that they have any definite
ideas of the immortality of the soul. They are
unanimous in thinking that there is in man a
spirit which survives the body. This spirit is
supposed to remain near the spot, where the body
has been buried. They believe it to have a con-
sciousness of what is going on upon earth, and to
have the power of exercising some influence over
their destiny. Hence they worship the spints of
deceased friends and relations, and make pilgrim-
ages to their graves, to make oblations and sacn-
fices to them. But their. ideas upon this subject
are as absurd and contradictory as upon every
other point relating to their spiritual concerps.
Unless in the case of the very vilest of malefactors,
they do not associate any idea of punishment in
another world with crimes committed in this;
and the belief that their conduct here will have to
be accounted for hereafter, has no part in their
system.* With regard to a great criminal, we

* Their vague ideas upon this subject may be gathered
from the remark of a eriminal under sentence of death. He
had been tried by the assessor and a few of the native
chiefs. The remarks of the former at his trial led the
prisoner to regard him as favourable to his escape; and he
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sometimes hear the expression made use of * he
will die a second death in the other world ;” but
this sentiment seems to arise from an impression,
that the mere death of the body is not a sufficient
punishment for such great crimes, and that a
repetition of this, the heaviest calamity which can
befal man, ought to be meted out to him, rather
than from any conviction that he has to give an
account in the world beyond the grave for the
crimes which he has committed here. In like
manner, they will tell us, that they have no belief
in the resurrection of the body; and yet if they
are asked where they suppose they go to when
they die, they will say that they enter upon a new
life in many respects similar to that which they
have led here. Acting upon this idea, they are in
the habit of burying with the dead a portion of his
valuables, in gold and handsome cloths, and placing
ready to his hand a flask of rum, his pipe, and
tobacco.

Formerly, before the government had obtained

attributed his sentence principally to the native chiefs. On
the morning of his execution he said: “1 have no fault
to find with the white man ; he wished to be merciful ; but
the chiefs are my enemies; and if it be a country to which

I am going, I will take care to make them suffer for it,
when they come there.”
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the authority which it now possesses, many of the
wives and slaves of the deceased were killed, that
they might wait upon him in the country to which
he had gone. From preparations of this descrip-
tion, we might be led to infer that they really
belicved that the deceased had some use for the
supplies which they had given him for bis journey ;
but this belief is again glaringly contradicted by
the fact, that we find these provident caterers for
their deceased relation,’ sometimes disturbing his
bones to rake from them the gold which had been
buried with him ; thus giving a very satisfactory
proof, that whoever else might have been deceived
into the belief that gold passed current in the other
world, they at least were not the dupes of such a
vain idea.

In short, the whole system is full of the most
inconsistent eontradictions, and cannot stand the
test of even an ordmmary scrutiny. Had we not
divine authority for the awful state of gross and
ignorant blindness to which idolatry reduces man
in his search after happiness, and for the abomina-
tions into which a dark superstition invariably
leads him, we should find it difficult to give credit
to the evidence of our eyes, for the reality of the
impenetrable darkness of the mind, with regard to
idolatrous practices which we find existing. It
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may be thought by many, that we have here made
the effect and the cause change places; and that
we should have attributed their idolatry to their
spiritual darkness, and not the excess of this
darkness to idolatry.

But although ignorance is assuredly the mother
of superstition, yet there cannot remain a doubt
in the mind of any one who has attentively watched
the effects of an idolatrous practice, that, upon
all points connected with their worship, the clear
reason and sound common sense, which do net
fall men in the ordinary affairs of life, are entirely
dethroned as soon as the idolater repairs to his
gods. It would appear, as if God by this obvious
phenomenon intended to teach us a lesson of very
weighty import. We may read in the perplexing
doubts, the slavish fears, the barbarous rites, the
cruel sacrifices, the besotted infatuations, and the
filthy bestiality of the idolater’s mind, the in-
dignation of the Almighty against idolatry; and
perceive the fearful excesses into which man’s
natural constitution will invariably lead him, when
he anchors his hopes on any other than the true
God. The highest degree of intellectual attain-
ment forms no safeguard against the operation of
this universal law. It is exhibited in characters
as unmistakable among the ancient Greeks and
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Romans, as among the illiterate people whose
religious ideas we have been attempting to ex-
plain; and the same law is no less authoritatively
vindicated in the career of the Christian, who fails
to keep alive his religious impressions, by an
abiding trust and dependance upon God.

The account which has been given of the reli-
gious ideas of the natives of the Gold Coast, com-
prehends as nearly as can be discovered the funda-
mental principles of their faith, if we may apply the
term to a principle which involves the contradiction
of a facility of belief which no absurdity, how
gross soever it may be, can offend, and at the same
time a hesitating infidelity which doubts of every-
thing. The articles of their creed which have
been laid down, are gathered more from their
acts than from any process of reasoning, which
have guided the idolaters in the adoption of their
system.

At present we can discover nothing but a
crowd of ceremonial observances, which we be-
lieve to be mechanically performed without much
mental participation in the act, without the
thoughts of the idolater, in fact, extending
beyond the mere act itself. Such a system,
where the mind of the idolater alternates be-
tween credulity and doubt, and where of course
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he is ready to yield, for a time, a blind assent to
every proposition which his spiritual adviser may
think fit to dictate, presents opportunities for deceit
and imposture, of which the priests are not slow
to avail themselves,

One of the chief characteristics of an ignorant
superstition, is a longing desire to remove the
veil which conceals the future, and to anticipate
events which the Sovereign Ruler of the world
has, in great mercy to man, enveloped in darkness.
This imprudent curiosity leads the African to have
recourse to the Fetishman upon every occasion of
difficulty and doubt. The latter, finding so many
willing dupes, readily accepts the character of a
prophet, with which the fears of the people impel
them to invest him. His pretensions rise in pro-
portion to their gullibility, which stops short at no
cheat, however monstrous and preposterous it may
be. A short experience of applications of this
nature, and of the confiding credulity of the people,
would soon enable the crafty Fetishman to dis-
cover the great influence which these circumstances,
in their condition skilfully managed, placed within
his reach ; and hence, out of the primary articles
of their creed, which we have mentioned, has been
formed such a system of cunning artifice and me-
thodical imposture, as almost effectually conceals,

“
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under the multiplicity of its absurd observances, the
groundwork upon which they have been formed.

Without adverting to the many fabulous stories
of the origin of this Fetish religion, which are alto-
gether unworthy of a place in a narrative of this
deseription, we will give a short account of the Fetish-
men’s mode of proceeding, and indicate a few of
the tricks by which they contrive to impose upon
the multitude. In order to obtain admission into
the ranks of the Fetishmen, a course of previous
training is considered absolutely necessary. The
novice may be either one who voluntarily makes
choice of this profession, or he may have been
from his birth, devoted to the service of the Fetish.
It is not an uncommon practice for mothers, who
have been so unfortunate as to lose several children
by death, to make a vow to devote the next fruit
of their womb to the Fetish, with the view of thus
purchasing the favour of her gods for her offspring.
The child born under such circumstances is set
apart for the Fetish service; and very frequently,
on arrival at maturity, fulfils the maternal vow, by
becoming a Fetishman. But if his own inclina-
tions should be opposed to this course, an offering
to the Fetish is considered sufficient to release him
from the consequences of this vow.*

* Leviticus xxvii.
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From causes of this description considerable
numbers adopt the profession of Fetishmen. It is
also customary for a Fetishman to bring up his
grandchild to his own calling. He passes over
his own children, rightly judging that one of a
family at a time is sufficient for all the purposes
of a fraudulent livelihood ; and he concludes that
his grandchild will be ready to carry on the game
of deceit by the time that his own age will
preclude him from taking a very active part in
the Fetish ceremonies.

One of the chief qualifications in the novice
is great endurance in dancing, which forms a
prominent part of the service. It is from violent
dancing to the sound of drums that they look for
inspiration. They excite themselves by this exer-
cise into a perfect frenzy, until the Fetish takes
possession of them, when they lose all accounta-
bility, and toss themselves about wildly, trembling
all over, and staggering like a drunken man. In
frightful convulsions, with eyes rolling, mouth
foaming, and every indication of total unconscious-
ness of all arcund them, they perfectly confirm
the ignorant belief of their admiring dupes that
they are no longer self-possessed, but are under
the influence of the Fetish, who leads them whither-
soever he will, until nature can no longer endure
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this tension of her powers, and they sink in a
state of complete exhaustion on the ground. The
greater the strength of the individual the longer
he is able to bear up under his exertions, and the
more natural and involuntary he can make these
appear, so much the better is he adapted for the
Fetish service.

It is generally from qualifications of this de-
seription that the aspirants to the higher grades
of the order of Fetishmen are chosen. After this,
they take lessons from some Fetishman in his
craft. He initiates them, however, by slow degrees,
taking care to observe well the natural disposition
of the novice, and to judge how far he may be
trusted with the sacred mysteries. If he unites
with the qualifications of a good Fetish dancer, a
tenacious memory, a- prudent discretion, and in-
violable secrecy, he may expect to rise to the
highest point of Fetish knowledge; but if he be
very deficient in either of these qualifications, but
more especially the latter, he will never be allowed
to advance in priestcraft. The gross deceits which
they are in the constant habit of practising, renders
this a wise and very necessary precaution. The
foundation of the Fetishman’s power being the idle
fears and superstition of the people, everything
which has a tendency to foster those fears, and to
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acquire for the priests a character for supernatural
knowledge is diligently employed. To this end,
they make it their particular study to obtain a
knowledge of the history of every family in their
district for several generations. The names of
their ancestors, with any remarkable event, are
carefully preserved in the memories of the Fetish-
men, and handed down as a valuable legacy to
their successors. By these means, a knowledge of
many circumstances concerning individual families
is kept alive among the priests, which are un-
known to the families themselves, or only vaguely
remembered as a very ancient tradition.

This training of the priest, as a necessary con-
sequence, gives him a knowledge of the affairs
of his locality, which the curiosity of the African
to pry into futurity enables him to turn to good
account ; for no sooner has misfortune overtaken
a person, than his relations have recourse to the
Fetishman to know its issue. Should an indi-
vidual be sick, they in hike manner desire to know
the reason. They seldom think of attributing any
serious illness to natural causes, such as irregu-
larity of living and a neglect of the means of
preserving health ; they look for the true cause
in the displeasure of the Fetish, the malice of evil
spirits, the incantation of some wizard, or the




THE GOLD COAST. 145

uneasiness of the spirit of some deceased relation,
whose obsequies perhaps have not been properly
performed. With these fears of a supernatural
agency lurking in their minds, the slightest indi-
cation of any cause of this nature intimated by the
Fetishman, gains immediate belief, and they deliver
themselves up to his guidance with a blind reliance
in his perfect acquaintance with the cause of the
illness, and in his power to grant relief.

During the interviews 'which they have with the
Fetishman upon the subject, the extraordinary ac-
quaintance which he evinces of all their most secret
family concerns, his allusion to past events, and to
the circumstances attending the death and funeral of
some ancestor, which they may discover to have
actually taken place, invest him in their eyes with a
knowledge little short of omniscient. This know-
ledge, be it remarked, he pretends to have learned
from his god, after a special consultation upon the
subject, attended by offerings and sacrifices, and a
great deal of idle mummery, which still further im-
poses upon his dupes. For the same purpose, they
study sleight of hand, conjuring, ventriloquism, and
have concealed accomplices to assist them in carrying
out their deceits. They generally perform their
rights in the recesses of some dark shady grove,

apart from the haunts of men, where the solemn
VOL. 1L H
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stillness which reigns around imparts a character
of silent awe to these ceremonies.

However different the result may be from the
promises and prognostications of the Fetishman,
the faith of the idolater in Fetish generally does
not appear to be destroyed. The Fetishman
has little difficulty in persuading him that the
fault is neither with the Fetish nor with himself,
but that the applicant, for some offence which he
has committed, is labouring under the displeasure
of the gods, who refuse to be appeased unless
renewed and richer offerings are made; or it may
be, that the cause assigned for the ill success of
the means applied, 1s the disquiet of an ancestor’s
spirit, who cannot rest, and will not cease troubling
his living relations until they have performed cer-
tain Fetish ceremonies, and made presents to the
Fetish. By such flagrant tricks and excuses, which
no extent of ignorance would seem blind enough
to accept, but which are nevertheless most credu-
lously assented to, the Fetishmen drive a thriving
business, and ruin and enslave thousands by the
extravagant and expensive offerings which they
demand in the name of the Fetish.

Another, and not the least legitimate source of
their influence, is the knowledge which they have
acquired of herbs, which has given them, in con-
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art.* In case of sickness, the Fetishman is not
content merely with the sacrifices and other cere-
monial observances which he enjoins, he makes
particular inquiry respecting the nature of the
disease; and is able, from his medical experience,
to prescribe such medicines as very frequently
effect a cure. But while he impresses upon his
patients the necessity of attending to his directions
regarding the medicines which he gives, he is
nevertheless very particular in making them think
that it is to the Fetish ceremonies they will owe
their recovery.

They still farther manage to extend a high
opinion of themselves, and the power of their
Fetish, by mutual assistance; and the cunning
manner in which they play into each other’s hands.
They have messengers continually passing from
one to another, giving information of what is
going on ; what parties are likely to come to con-
sult them, on what subject, and generally on every

* The natives of the Gold Coast have no despicable
knowledge of the qualities of herbs, A collection of these
was, at one time, sent home for analysis; and it was found
generally that they possessed some qualities calculated to
be of use in alleviating the diseases for which the natives
applied them.

H 2
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matter which is at all likely to be of use to a
brother priest in managing the affair. One Fetish-
man will acknowledge that his Fetish will not give
any information upon the specific subject; but
commands the person applying to him to go to
another Fetishman, whom he names, and to whom
he has, in the meantime, communicated all the
particulars of the affair.

When application is made to this priest, the
applicant is astonished perhaps to find the Fetish-
man perfectly conversant with the cause of his
visit, even before he has opened his mouth upon
the subject ; and notwithstanding such gross cases
of collusion, the stupid idolater can see nothing in
it but a confirmation of the extraordinary power of
the Fetish. In like manner, when a Fetishman
pays a visit to a town, where he does not ordinarily
reside, his first business is to find out the residence
of the Fetishman of the place, who soon makes
him acquainted with the worldly and spiritual
condition of such of the people as are likely to
seek the ministrations of the stranger ; for in cases
of obstinate resistance to Fetish influences, where
the nostrums of one Fetishman have failed, it is
customary to have recourse to another. The crafty
rogues arrange their plans in concert, and proceed
systematically to juggle their deluded dupes to ad-

miration.
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But it would be an endless and a wearisome
task to follow these cheats through all the various
schemes which they have set on foot to consolidate
and extend their power. They have only too effi-
cient an ally in the childish and ignorant fears of
their countrymen to render this a task of difficulty.
We do not find that there is any regular subordi-
nation of rank among these priests, except in those
cases where more than one minister at the altars of
the same Fetish, as among the Braffo Fetishmen at
Mankassim, who are regarded as the Fathers of the
Fetish of the Fantee country. They have their
residence at Mankassim, formerly the head-quarters
of the Fantee power, and are looked up to as the
most infallible oracles of the country. No fewer
than five priests minister at the altars of this Great
Fetish. Their numbers enable them to bring into
operation a more complicated and better arranged
machinery for carrying on their tricks, and their
acknowledged superiority over all other Fetishes,
and the consequent estimation in which they are
held by the general body of Fetishmen in the
country, give them advantages in obtaining infor-
mation, which individual Fetishmen do not always
possess. They are seldom consulted in the first in-
stance. It is only when the matter is of moment,
or after other Fetishmen have failed to give satisfac-
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tion that they are applied to; so that before the
appeal is made to them, they have enjoyed oppor-
tunities of making themselves acquainted with the
circumstances of each case, and are fully prepared
to give their answer. But they take care to sur-
round themselves with every concomitant calculated
to inspire awe and fear in the minds of those who
consult them,

Their temple is a deep gloomy recess of the forest,
where the overhanging foliage is so dense, that
scarcely a single ray of light can penetrate it, and
where there is no difficulty in concealing the accom-
plices of their artifice.  Into this den they convey
their dupes blindfolded ; and amidst strange un-
earthly noises, which to the bewildered senses of the
poor terrified idolaters, seem at one time to issue
from the bowels of the earth, and at another to
rush through the air, they make their sacrificial
offerings and Invocations to their god, whom they
have come to consult. The confused ubiquity of
the dismal sounds which assail the ears, and make
the hearts of the wretched worshippers quail, is
accounted for by a band of accomplices being sta-
tioned around, some in holes underground, and some
among the leafy branches of the tree, and all bellow-
ing out the most hideous and unearthly cries and
groans, which a long practice in this villanous de-
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ception has enabled them to utter. When they have
sufficiently subdued the minds of their unhappy
victims by this discordant concert, and when by
violent dancing, and wild and convulsive struggles
they have aroused their god to attention, they pro-
pound to him the object of their visit. It is not
always, however, upon the first application that he
will deign a response. This inattention, or rather
this contemptuous neglect of the Fetish, is inter-
preted by the priest in the way most accordant with
his own wishes. The applicants, it may be, are
told to wait for a more propitious moment, to ob-
serve a religious fast, to appease by offerings the
evil spirits, or to bestow a richer gratuity upon the
priests. It matters little to those hard-hearted men,
that they give their dupes long and fruitless jour-
neys in vain. They know that what is obtained
with difficulty, 1s prized proportionably, and they
take care that the favours of their Fetish shall not
be lightly esteemed. When every penny has been
got from their victims, which they can, either by
cajolery or by threats, extort, an answer to their
petition is resolved upon, and delivered with all
those imposing artifices which they so well know
how to assume.

But although the Braffo Fetish is considered
more powerful, and of a superior order to the other
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Fetishes of the country, yet its priests assume no
direction over the conduct of other Fetishmen, who
each in his particular sphere follows the bent of his
own inclinations, and the supposed inspiration of
his idols. Different kinds and degrees of power
are, however, attributed to different Fetishes. One
may be celebrated for his success in exorcism, ano-
ther for the detection of a thief and the recovery of
stolen property, a third for the removal of disease,
a fourth for making the barren fruitful and so on.
But no jealousy appears to be excited by such pre-
ferences.  The field for imposture is so extensive,
that there is not only a sufficiency of victims for
the acknowledged and duly established fraternity to
prey upon ; but a numerous host of sectaries, simple
conjurors, and doctors assume the Fetish character
as a very efficient shield for all kinds of roguery,
and make large gains out of the credulity of the
people.

Neither is priestcraft confined to the male portion
of the community. An established order of
priestesses, or Fetishwomen, still farther swell the
ranks of these religious harpies. Their practice is
little different from that of the men, with whom
they are associated in most of the religious cere-
monies. Their principal sphere of action, however,
is in the Fetish processions and dances, which are
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greatly enlivened by their peculiar costume, their
wild gestures, their shrill cries, and their frantic
passion. The character of these bedlamites is in-
famous in the extreme; their life is one continued
round of wanton lewdness and debauchery. Under
the influence of a superstitious frenzy, and in-
flamed by the noise of the Fetish drums, and the
acclamations of a crowd, they give themselves up
wildly to all manner of excesses. But we will not
stain our page with farther detail of the enormities
of those deluded wretches. Enough has been said
to convince the reader, that the miserable state of
moral degradation which we have represented as
existing among the people cannot have been over-
drawn, seeing that such abominable profanity is not
only tolerated, but adopted as an essential part of
their worship.

~ The character of the Gold Coast African, the
nature’ of his government, his ideas of justice
and its administration, his domestic and his social
relations, his crimes and his virtues, are all more
or less influenced by, and even formed upon theiwr
peculiar superstition. There is scarcely an occur-
rence of life into which this all-pervading element
does not enter. It gives fruitfulness to marriage ;
it encircles the newly-born babe with its defensive

H 3
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charms ; it preserves it from sickness by its votive
offerings ; it restores it to health by its bleeding
sacrifices; it watches over its boyhood by its
ceremonial rites ; it gives strength and courage to
its manhood by its warlike symbols ; it tends its
declining age with its consecrated potions; it
smoothes its dying pillow by its delusive obser-
vances ; and it purchases a requiem for its disem-
bodied spirit by its copious libations. It fills the
fisherman’s net ; it ripens the husbandman’s corn ;
it gives success to the trader’s adventure; it pro-
tects the traveller by sea and by land ; it accom-
panies the warrior, and shields him in the battle ;
it stays the raging pestilence ; it bends heaven to
its will, and refreshes the earth with rain: it
enters the heart of the liar, the thief, and the
murderer, and makes the lying tongue to
falter, quenches the eye of passion, withholds
the covetous hand, and stays the uplifted knife,
or it convicts them of their crimes, and reveals
them to the world; it even casts its spells over
malignant demons, and turns them for good or
for il, according to its pleasure. It might be
supposed that a religion with pretensions of this
nature could not stand the test of a single week,
and that no ingenuity of the Fetishmen could
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conceal the multitude of their broken pledges, or
save from exposure the hollow tricks by which
they manage to prop up their tottering faith.
That a race of men, who are by no means
devoid of intelligence, and who upon many other
subjects are perfectly open to reason and to con-
viction, should continue, time after time, the
dupes of such a childish infatuation, can only be
accounted for by man’s innate consciousness of
the helpless nature of his being, and his necessity
for supernatural assistance ; his need, in short, for
some faith in things unseen, on which to rest
the anxious burden of his hopes and fears. That
they should trust to such a gross superstition
1s 2 humiliating proof of man’s natural blindness,
as well as of his vicious and corrupt tendencies.
That they derive some consolation from their faith
is not altogether to be denied ; but it is a fruitless
confidence, ready to be swallowed up in perplexing
doubts upon any untoward occurrence, and only
not altogether lost, because nature is not more
abhorrent of a vacuum, than is the mind of man
of a blank and infidel isolation.

It is very apparent, however, that with a large
number of the people—a number, too, daily
increasing—faith in their Fetish practices is merely
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nominal. The more familiar intercourse with
Europeans, and the freer interchange of ideas,
which have marked the last twenty years of
their relations with each other, as well as the
effect of missionary teaching, have given an entirely
new and vigorous impulse to the native mind,
before which the cherished prejudices of ages
begin to crumble away. The unsatisfactory nature
of their worship is tacitly admitted ; its cheerless,
deadening influence upon the mind is openly
acknowledged ; the wvile cheats of the Fetishmen
are well understood, and observed with a gloomy
dissatisfaction; and their punishment by the local
government, upon conviction of some glaring
imposture, is viewed with a silent and gratified
delight. But with all this fermentation going on
in the depths of society, the leaven is not suffi-
ciently diffused for any general expression of feel-
ing upon the subject. The time for speaking out
has not yet arrived. The gloomy terrors of the
Fetish still cast their dark shadows upon minds
which acknowledge their thraldom, less from
a dread of the spiritual anathemas, which an
avowed contempt for, and open renunciation of
a belief in Fetish, might bring upon the renegade,
than from a well-grounded fear of some vile
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human agency being employed to satisfy the ven-
geance of the Fetishmen.

Many, also, among the higher and more intelli-
gent ranks of the natives, who have very little
faith in the Fetish, acknowledge its value as an
engine of civil government, and give their coun-
tenance and support to it accordingly. These
men, In our opinion, give strong evidence of
their political prudence by this course; for there
cannot be a doubt that, with all its wvile im-
postures and foul abominations, it has a most
salutary restraint upon human conduct, and that
the removal of this restraint, without the sub-
stitution of such a powerful moral agent as
Christianity, would at once give loose to the most
frightful scenes of a brutal and ferocious anarchy.
Considerations of this nature suggest to us the pro-
bability of a stage, in the progress of opinion, fraught
with dangers to society of no ordinary magnitude,
which it will require the whole energies of a govern-
ment possessed of strong physical powerto avert,

Distrust of Fetish is not necessarily followed by
the adoption of the Christian faith. Indeed, it is
seen, that at present there is a wide disproportion
between the number of Fetish renegades and
Christian converts. It is not difficult to anticipate
the time, when this disproportion may be increased
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to such an alarming extent as will let loose upon
society bands of infidel miscreants, under the re-
straint of no religious obligation whatever; for
there must be, necessarily, a short period of tran-
sition in the minds of the great body of the
people, full of a wavering uncertainty, which will
take refuge for a while in a lawless infidelity.
Such periods of time in the history of a people
cannot be passed over, even by a strong and
despotic government, without fear and trembling.
For a general revolution of this nature on the
Gold Coast, neither the British local government
or the native authorities are at all prepared.
There may, it is true, be little likehhood of the
near approach of such an evemt, but a partial
revolution is at present at work, and its effect,
in a minor degree, will be to loosen the bands of
social order. The removal, in part, of the strong
superstitious restraint which has hitherto existed,
will naturally give freer scope to individual action,
and leave men exposed to the wild guidance and
the rash impulse of their own passions, the conse-
quence of which will be the introduction of crimes
almost unknown in the present simple and primi-
tive state of society.

The elements of an extensive social disorganiza-
tion are now fermenting in its depths, and give
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token, by a grumbling discontent and an agitated
alarm on the part of the higher classes, and by an
uneasy restiveness, and a partial disregard of their
masters on the part of the slaves, of the breaking
up of many of those fetters, which time and the
right of might had rivetted upon the bodies and
minds of the people. The powerful chief, and the
wealthy slave-owner alike hold the reins of
authority with a less confident grasp; and even
the cunning Fetishman' feels that he must lower
his pretensions, and moderate his extortions if he
would not see his victim drag him into a court of
justice. These are certain indications of a new and
more enlarged class of ideas being generally dif-
fused throughout society, and are the forerunners
of change. The danger is, that the first taste of
emancipation, however circumscribed, may be so
sweet, that an ignorant impatience may hurry men
mnto excesses, destructive of all order. It is on
this account that government, during the pro-
gress of a revolutionary spirit of the kind, should
strengthen themselves for the occasion, as much by
a skilful and liberal direction of this spint to
its legitimate objects by lawful means, as by
a bold and uncompromising resistance and repres-
sion of every illegal act. On this account, also, it
is that a renunciation of Fetish, by the general
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mass of the people, is by no means desirable,
unless it should be supplanted by Christianity with
its peaceable fruits. The local government upon
the Gold Coast must have the candour to acknow-
ledge its obligations to Fetish, as a police agent.
Without this powerful ally, it would have been
found impossible to maintain that order, which has
characterized the country during the last twenty
years, with the physical force of the government.
The extraordinary security afforded to property in
the most remote districts, the great safety with
which packages of gold of great wvalue are trans-
mitted by single messengers for hundreds of miles,
and the facility with which lost or stolen property
is generally recovered, have excited the astonish-
ment of Europeans newly arrived in the country.
But while much of this excellent police has
been due to the energetic measures of the local
government, the superstitious fears exercised over
the minds of the people by the Fetish, have also
had a powerful controlling influence which ought
not to be lost sight of. During these years, so
little complicated were the relations of society,
80 unvarying its usages, so great the subordination
of its different ranks, and so rare the commission
of crime, that a few magistrates, assisted by a
small body of police, were found perfectly suffi-

s
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cient for all the purposes of good order. But
daily experience now shows that this system is no
longer adequate to the present circumstances of
the people. The government has now to exer-
cise a more extensive and subdivided watchfulness
over the masses. The obedience which the slave
formerly unhesitatingly yielded to his master, the
dependent and feudal retainer to his chief, and the
general body of the people to their Fetish obser-
vances and obligations, concentrated the controlling
power within such a narrow compass, and, at the
same time, maintained this power in such perfect
efficiency, that the government had only to keep a
watchful eye over these directing influences, in
order to secure its object, the general order and
peace of the country.

If these agents had been content not to abuse
their authority, the same system would no doubt
have been continued in all its original efficiency
to the present time; but the cause of social pro-
gress would not have advanced with the rapidity
which their abuse of their privileges has occa-
sioned. The oppressions of masters, the tyranny
of chiefs, and the extortions of the Fetishman
having exposed them, on various occasions, to pun-
ishment, their authority fell into contempt ; and
hence arises the necessity of the government to
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substitute new checks, to replace those restraints,
which are daily losing some portion of their effi-
ciency, and will soon become obsolete. Happy
will it be for the Gold Coast population, if the
government has the wisdom and the power to
carry them peaceably through such a moral and
social revolution. Their very docile disposition is
our surest ground of hope; but we must take care
to direct this disposition to its legitimate objects,
by fortifying those minds which are throwing off
the yoke of the Fetish with a purer religion.
Intelligent natives, who have the penetration te
see the tendency of Christian instruetion, and the
other civilizing influences in active operation,
tremble for the consequences of a struggle be-
tween the two great principles of civilization and
barbarism, which are beginning to form the
people into distinct camps. They see the ancient
landmarks of society disappearing, and attribute
much of it to the roguery of the Fetishmen, who,
by their extortions, have alienated the allegiance of
the Fetish-worshippers, and have branded the
whole system with the character of imposture.
They look for the preservation of order to the re-
formation of the Fetishmen, and would gladly see
some Luther arise among their ranks, to sweep
away the abominations which have been heaped
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upon the primitive simplicity of their worship.
They feel no enmity to Christianity ; for they see
that it inculcates peace, order, and a higher regard
for the rights of individuals, and for the general
good. But they have no faith in its becoming
the rule of life of the multitude, who can only,
they think, be kept in check by the power of the
Fetish.

There are a few, again, who would wish to see
the Christians persecuted and utterly exterminated.
They have no favour for education, and cannot
see the gradual progress of civilization without a
wish to crush it entirely. These are not so much
bigoted zealots, as alarmed for an invasion of
many of their privileges, which the Fetish super-
stition enables them to secure. The Fetishmen
themselves, with the short-sighted blindness
natural to a very long practice of low cunning,
though aware of the necessity, do not seem to
yield much of their pretensions. It appears im-
possible to shake their faith in the credulity of
their dupes. This, indeed, is not to be wondered
at, when we find their own minds, in spite of
their knowledge of the infamous impositions to
which they have recourse, deeply imbued with a
superstitious dread of the Fetish. The very men
who have spent a lifetime in obvious and pal-
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pable trickery, seek relief in the same mummeries,
in their own misfortunes. Can there be a better
evidence of the doubting principles of a creed like
this than such a fact ? Weak indeed must be the
confidence, cold the emotions, and spiritless the
consolations, derived from a source known to be
based on lying cheats. The knowledge of this
fact, added to a consideration of the foregoing
details, will afford us, perhaps, the best clue to a
proper definition of Fetish, and the hold which it
occupies on their minds. Dr. Beecham traces the
polytheism of the natives to the following tradition :

“It is believed, that in the beginning of the
world, God having created three white and three
black men, with an equal number of women of
each colour, resolved, in order that they might
be left without complaint, to allow them to fix
their own destiny, by giving them the choice of
good and evil. A large box or calabash was, in
consequence, placed upon the ground, together with
a sealed paper or letter. The black men had the
first choice, who took the calabash, expecting that
it contained all that was desirable; but upon open-
ing it, they found only a piece of gold, some iron,
and several other metals, of which they did not
know the use. The white men opened the paper
or letter, and it told them everything.
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“All this is supposed to have happened in
Africa, in which country it 1s believed God left
the blacks, with the choice which their avarice had
prompted them to make, under the care of sub-
ordinate or inferior deities ; but conducted the
whites to the water-side, where he communicated
with them every night, and taught them to build a
small vessel, which carried them to another country ;
from whence, after a long period, they returned
with various kinds of metchandize, to barter with
the blacks, whose perverse choice of gold, in pre-
ference to the knowledge of letters, had doomed
them to inferiority.”

Dr. Beecham adds: “Is this notion of the
judicial degradation of the blacks traceable to
the curse pronounced upon Ham? And is this
again confounded with the result of man's pro-
bation in Paradise? These are interesting ques-
tions; but however they may be decided, it is
certain that in this tradition is to be found the
source of those superstitions which enthral millions
of the negro race.”

We suspect that this tradition, which is cor-
rectly given, does not date its origin further back
than the period of the first acquaintance of the
natives with the Europeans. It seems to us rather
a theory formed from the observation of the circum-
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stances of their respective conditions, than the
* fundamental source of their ﬁuperstiﬁnns, which
must have existed before the tradition, and which
are to be accounted for, simply by a reference to
man’s natural constitution. Unassisted reason has
never yet, we believe, led man to entertain just
conceptions of the being and attributes of the
true God. The speculations of Plato and of
Socrates, founded upon an enlightened contem-
plation of nature, approach nearest ta the truth;
but it is manifest that notwithstanding the clear
evidences of power, harmony, and unity, which
they observed in creation, their ideas of God were
vague and indefinite, and only amounted to a
plausible conjecture, not to a belief on which
their minds could securely rest.

Heathen nations generally have fallen far short
of the conclusions to which these great logicians
attained. They have been guided more by their
spiritual instincts than by reason, and have never
arrived at the idea of one God, however much the
forms of expression might lead us to think so.
The operation of our spiritual instincts is as pow-
erful, though less discriminating than our physical
instincts. The feeling of hunger impresses man
with the belief that there is something provided
in nature to appease it, and would lead him to
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seek to remedy his want, even if he were ignorant
of the nature of food. If he is thirsty, he feels
that there must be somewhere a remedy for this
also. If he is sick, still instinct leads him to look
for relief amidst nature’s stores. In seeking to
gratify those instincts, he might, it 1s true, take
poison for nourishment, and apply remedies which
would aggravate his disorder, but the instinct
would still remain, and lead him to a discovery
of the objects in nature.calculated to satisfy it.
In like manner, his spiritual instincts urge him
to look abroad through nature for relief. He feels
that for them also some provision has been made;
but he is directed in his search by no certain
test, and hence the multiplicity of his objects of
worship.

Guided by this impulse, the African has stum-
bled into a belief in a mighty, supernatural, and
intelligent influence, pervading all created things,
but dormant and unconcerned about the affairs
of men, until by an act of faith and worship, the
idolater has constituted its special abode for the
time, aroused its attention, and purchased its
services, which may be made either subservient
for a blessing, or instrumental for a curse.
He is directed in his particular manner of
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worship at all times by his own fluctuating
doubts and fears, for he has no assurance of
the form of worship and rites most acceptable
to his idol, hence his multiplicity of supersti-
tious observances, his wavering doubts of their
efficacy, and the influence of the Fetishmen,
who pretend to frequent and familiar com-
munication with this supernatural intelligence.
Its hold upon the minds of those under its
influence is unbounded; for the faith of innu-
merable worshippers having given a local habi-
tation to this intelligence upon every hand,
wherever their extravagant fancies may have
directed, and their prayers amd sacrifices being
supposed to have purchased a fulfilment of their
behests, an endless variety of emanations, in con-
formity with the will of the supplicants, is believed
to be continually proceeding from these idols,
which have become, by an act of worship, the
consecrated abode of a living intelligence; hence
a perplexed dread in the mind of the idolater, of
becoming at any moment, through misfortune or
ignorance, or in answer to the particular prayers
offered to an idol, the unhappy butt against whom
those subtle influences may direct their invisible
attacks ; hence also the necessity for countervailing

o
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observances, charms, and spells, to preserve him
from such attacks, or to render them abortive.
In his mind, and to compare spiritual with material
things, the spiritual world may be likened to the
firmament, with its galaxy of stars, which from
its otherwise dark surface shoot innumerable
scintillating rays, each according to its magnitude,
and from their combined influence diffuse a light
which pervades space. In like manner, the idolater
appears to be subjected ‘to the eyes of an all-
pervading intelligence, which surrounds him with
an atmosphere of mysterious combinations, deeply
affecting his destiny.

When contemplating the African, under the
influence of purely superstitious emotions, we have
never been able to remove from our mind the
idea that he regarded the materal world as a
breathing animated mass, watching him from a
countless number of sleepless eyes, which kept
him under continual alarm and restraint. Such
appears to us the nature of the superstition known
to Europeans under the name of Fetish. If the
account which has been given should fail to leave
upon the mind of the reader a clear and intelligible
comprehension of the subject, we must plead the
impossibility of bringing light out of darkness, or

VOL. IL i
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of escaping entirely from its inherent mystification.
It is enough for us, if, from a higher vantage-
ground than the idolaters themselves possess, we
have been able to throw upon their benighted
superstitions a glimmering from our own rush-
light, which may direct other minds more deeply
versed in the mysterious operations of the human
heart, to a lucid solution of its strange and un-
accountable vagaries.
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CHAPTER VIL

Strong religious feeling of the natives—Human sacrifices—
Success in war attributed to the Fetish—Confidence of
the worshippers not destroyed by defeat — Ceremonies
observed at the conclusion of a treaty of peace at Appol-
lonia—Ordeals—Case of Yow Nacoon—Witcheraft—
Curious case of an Akim woman’s Fetish — Case of
conjuring—Ordeal observed upon suspicion of adultery
—Religious feasts—Extraordinary ceremony connected

with one of the Cape Coast Fetishes—Computation of
time.

We have now taken a general view of the people
and of thewr superstitious belief, and would desire
to place before the reader some account of their
ordinary habits of life ; but this we find impossible,
without being obliged to recur, at every step, to
their Fetish practices, so much are they incorpo-
rated with the every-day occupations and pleasures
of the African. It is to be lamented that the
heathen should, in this respect, exhibit a more

1 2
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constant, steadfast, and pious dependence upon his
idols than the Christian does upon God, and that
man, relieved from his superstitious fears, should
so often subside into indifference with but few
indications of a reverential and grateful heart. It
is rare for them to omit, morning and evening, to
make some oblation to their Fetish, or to pay their
homage when they eat or drink. They undertake
nothing even of ordinary importance, without raising
their thoughts to an unseen intelligence, and pro-
pitiating it by some observance, while humble
thank-offerings invariably attend its successful issue.
If they were content to confine themselves to this
humble and thankful dependence, we might regret
their ignorance of the true objeet of worship, while
we applauded the spirit which dietated it ; but, un-
fortunately, their belief in a multiplicity of deities
leads to the idea of a variety of discordant attni-
butes, which render necessary a multitude of
observances. Their vague ideas of a future state
of rewards and punishments, amounting practically
to a disbelief of such a state, limit the operation of
their spiritual instincts chiefly to the circumstances
of their present existence ; which are all more or
less influenced by them.

War is never undertaken by kings or states
without consulting the national deities. The Fe-
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tishmen “go up to inquire”* of their idols, after
sacrifice being made, and unless the response be
pmpitious: they will not engage in it. Renewed
offerings and sacrifices are made to obtain the
favour and assistance of their gods, and a promise of
success. This once secured, they meet their ene-
mies with confidence, relying as much upon the
protection of their gods as their own bravery.
After victory, the glory of which belongs to the
Fetish, they propitiate a continuance of his favour
by sacrificing many of the prisoners taken in war.
These are considered especially grateful to their
tutelary gods. This idea seems to arise from the
belief that, in international wars, the protecting
deities of one nation are contending against those
of the other, and are equally interested in the result
of the warfare with the mortal combatants,
Fetishmen accompany the warriors to the field,t
and urge them to deeds of daring and bravery by
the promise of supernatural aid, and by the invo-

* Has this practice, which has been so generally followed
by the pagans, been derived from the Mosaic system of
appeal to the Deity ; or was the latter adopted out of regard
to the natural constitution of man, and consequently univer-
sal 7 We believe the latter conjecture to be the true
solution.

t+ This custom of the priests attending the army to the
field is also of a very ancient date.— Vide Numbers xxxi, 6.
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cations which they never cease to make. Their
captive enemies are consequently regarded as the
enemies of the victor’s Fetish, and no sacrifice is
so acceptable as their blood. Hence those whole-
sale slaughters of vanquished enemies which attend
the victories of the kings of Ashantee and Daho-
mey, proceed not so much from the blood-thirsty
disposition of the African, as from a religious sense
of duty to their gods. Want of success is some-
times, but not always attributed to the inferiority
of the gods of the vanquished. The Fetishmen
do not easily give up their defence, and frequently
manage to convince the conquered that their failure
1s owing to their displeasure, for the omission of
some observances, for national impiety, or for in-
attention to prescribed ceremonies.  After the con-
quest of Fantee by Sai Tootoo Quamino in 1807,
the faith of the Fantees was considerably shaken in
the Braffo Fetish Mankassim, which, up to this
time, enjoyed an extraordinary share of national
favour. The Fetishmen, however, had always been
averse to the war, and they now took occasion of
this known aversion to excuse their defeat, and the
worshippers were soon brought back to its altars.
It is worthy of remark, that although the Ashantees
destroyed Mankassim, they had respect to the
Fetish grove in its immediate neighbourhood.
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Treaties of peace and amity are also entered into
with Fetish ceremonies. Having witnessed several
of this description at Appollonia, we will here give
a short description of them.

After the capture of the King of Appollonia,
deputies arrived from neighbouring states to
enter into a treaty of peace, and among others
a party of Assinees. They assembled under a
large tree in the centre of the town, and seated
themselves in two semi-circles, the Appollonians on
one hand, and the Assinees on the other. They
then discussed the different articles of the treaty
about to be concluded, and evinced the greatest
anxiety toobtain a very clear and distinct under-
standing on each item. Twenty of the Appollo-
nian head men then came a little in advance of their
party, and sat down upon the ground ; the Assi-
nees carefully examining their persons,and removing
from them their knives and ornaments, lest they
should intercept the virtue of the Fetish. They
next addressed them, repeating the nature of the
engagement, entering minutely into the different
terms of the treaty. When these were all agreed
to, which was not done without sundry explana-
tions of the light in which the Appollonians under-
stood them, and which showed that faith was ac-
tually placed in the power of the Fetish by their
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anxious care not to compromise themselves by an
imperfect comprehension of their engagements, the
Fetishman, or priest, of the Assinees produced a
shell filled with some odious black compound, which
he mixed and stirred with a piece of stick. He
then stood up and spread his arms over the Appol-
lonians, and evoked the vengeance of the Fetish
if they should prove faithless to the treaty. After
his invocation, he was about to administer the
nauseous mixture, when the Appollonians called
out loudly to the Assinees first to take a little of it
into the mouth of a few of themselves to convince
them that there was no poison. This being done,
they smeared the tongues of the Appollonians with
the stuff in the shell, and waved it over the other
Appollonmians standing about, to bring them all
under the binding of the oath. A similar process
was then gone through by the Appollonians admi-
nistering Fetish to the Assinees, and the ceremony
was at an end. It is not necessarily confined to one
set form. Upon another occasion we saw green
leaves mixed in a calabash with a dark liquid, used
as the sacred draught. The head men took a hittle
of it into their mouths, and the remainder was
sprinkled over the multitude standing round.t

* Here, again, we would appear to have fallen in with an
ancient observance—Exodus xxiv, 8. *“ And Moases took
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In their judicial proceedings, also, the Fetish
element predominates. We have already adverted
to the Edum draught, which is administered to
discover guilt; many other ordeals are also had
recourse to, for as the constitution of the African
mind leads the people to attribute misfortune and
death to supernatural causes, they are constantly
employing Fetish practices to discover the guilty.
An instance of this description occurred near
Anamaboe, about sixteen years ago, which will
serve as an illustration. At the village of Aggrey-
fooah, a man of the name of Yow Nacoon, was
seized with a lingering illness which seemed to set
at defiance all the nostrums of the doctors and
Fetishmen. Eggs had been bespattered about the
door-posts, strings and rags had been hung up to
the branches of his Fetish-tree in the yard, the
empty bottle suspended over the door-way had
been appealed to, charms had been tied about his
person, stones encircled with rags and feathers,
bread besmeared with palm-oil, yams nailed to the
ground with stakes, and white fowls sacrificed, all
to appease the evil spirit, and in vain—he died.

The Abrah Fetish was consulted, with the view

the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold
the blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath made with
you respecting all these words.”

13
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of discovering the author of his death. His family
were ordered to appeal to the dead man, which was
done in the following manner. The inhabitants of
Aggreyfooah were assembled upon a spot near the
village, seating themselves in a circle according
to their different wards or divisions. In the centre
of this circle a stake was set up, covered with
leaves and branches. The corpse was then brought
out on a shell, and was carried on the heads of
bearers. The Fetish drums kept beating all the
tine, as the bearers danced round the circle. At
last they came to a dead halt before one of the
divisions of the town. They appeared to strain
every muscle and nerve to geo forward, but no
sooner had they extended a foot than they were
pulled back by some invisible power. On every
side, the same controling influence restrained them,
and there they remained, struggling and pulling
against the spirit, until overcome by their exertions
they sunk under the body to the ground. The
other divisions immediately rose up, and declared
the murderer of Yow Nacoon to be one of the
division before which the dead man’s spirit had
compelled the bearers to halt.

This proceeding had been carried on amidst the
noise of the Fetish drums accompanied by dancing,
and amidst the fears of the assembled divisions lest
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the lot should fall upon them. They now carried
the body to the village, and passed round in the
same manner all the houses of the guilty division.
The bearers at last halted involuntarily before one
of the houses, where of course the murderer was
declared to be. All the inmates of the house were
now subjected to a similar ordeal, and the spirit
compelled the bearers to fall at the feet of an old
man named Cogo Fee, who was unanimously pro-
nounced a wizard.* He was drowned at night by
the head men of the village; and the knowledge of
this circumstance did not come to the ears of the
English authorities until fourteen years afterwards,
when all the circumstances were fully confessed,
and the perpetrators condemned to imprisonment
for a number of years. Of course it had been
previously arranged who the victims of this ordeal
should be, and the bearers had been instructed to
act accordingly.

Witcheraft is a crime which entails by the Afri-
can laws not only death upon the witch or wizard,
but death or bondage upon their relations also. It
1s chiefly discovered by the Fetishmen, who suit

* We have, in the Old Testament, a trial by lot, of a
similar description, descending from tribes to families and
individuals, although we have no account of the process.—
Vide Joshua vii, 16, 17, 18, 19.
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their own purposes in denouncing the guilty. If
sudden illness or death should overtake a person,
who had chanced to have a quarrel with another,
this other is supposed to have bewitched him, and
rarely escapes punishment. Appeals are also made
to the Fetish by persons accused of witcheraft to
be relieved from the false imputation, and if de-
clared innocent, heavy penalties are decreed against
the accuser.

Persons are frequently charged with having in
their possession dangerous Fetishes, which bring
calamities upon their neighbours. A curious case
of this description was brought under the author’s
notice. A native of Akim summoned a Fetish-
woman before him, whom he accused of having
caused the death of a number of his relations. His
story was, that this woman and her family were
slaves of an Akim chief, who had died. The Fetish
was consulted as to the cause of his death, and pro-
nounced it to be owing to this woman’s bad Fetish.
She was seized in consequence, and was about to
be put to death, when she contrived to escape, car-
rying her Fetish with her. Some time afterwards,
she was discovered in another part of the country
by a member of the Akim chief’s family, who
assaulted and beat her, and knocked her Fetish,

which she was carrying, off her head. Enraged at
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this treatment, the woman poured out a libation of
rum before her Fetish, and invoked its wrath upon
the aggressor’s family. Since that time, six mem-
bers of his family had died, and a seventh was
labouring under a mortal disease at the time he
made his complaint. These misfortunes he attri-
buted to the woman’s curse, and he pleaded that
she ought to be delivered up to him in the first
place as his slave, and in the next, that he might
deprive her of her Fetish. Nothing could exceed
the earnestness with which he pleaded his cause,
and the superstitious terrors under which he was
labouring were evidenced in the tremor of his
accents, and in the heavy drops of perspiration
which rained down from his face.

The woman acknowledged that she was his slave,
and that her daughter and four children were still
in bondage at his house at Akim. [t was six
years since she escaped from that country flying
for her life. She admitted bhaving invoked her
Fetish to curse her master’s house in the heat of
her passion ; but it was a long time ago. She did
not, however, appear to deny that she believed the
misfortunes of his house to be owing to the anger
of her Fetish. Indeed, there was visible in her
deportment an air of satisfied triumph in the power
of it. She prayed with great earnestness, that she
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might not be deprived of it, as she obtained her
living by its assistance. It was represented to her,
that she had been at least guilty of the murder of
the heart, as she had faith in the efficacy of her
Fetish when she invoked the curse upon her mas-
ter ; and that while he as well as herself enter-
tained this belief, it was not proper that she
should be allowed to keep such a dangerous
Fetish. It is very difficult to deal with such cases
as these, as it 1s utterly impossible to reason with
them upon the subject.

In the present case, it was arranged that the
Fetish should be taken from the woman, and that
she should be free from her master. But it was
not sufficient to deprive her of the Fetish alone;
the Akim man wished it to be delivered to him,
that he might carry it back to his country, and
appease its wrath, by worshipping it and sacrificing
to it, in order that the curse might be removed.
Without it, in fact, he considered himself lost, as
he believed that unless he had the opportunity of
appeasing it, he himself and all his family would
inevitably perish. Advantage was taken of this
feeling to obtain the freedom of the woman’s
family, and the Fetish was to be delivered up to
him, only upon their being immediately restored
to the woman free. He eagerly consented to this
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arrangement, but the woman seemed to prefer the
Fetish to ber children, and it was only by compul-
sion that she relinquished it. Her daughter and
her four grand-children were handed over to her
with certificates of freedom, and the Fetish was
given to the Akim man.

Some idea may be formed of the effect of this
superstition upon their minds, when it induced
this man to part with five slaves and to travel a
distance of more than a hundred miles to get
possession of the Fetish, and led the woman to
esteem it of more value than her children. Tt
was brought into court carefully covered over with
a white cloth, which, on being removed, gave to
view a brass pan containing a lump of clay with
parrot’s feathers stuck in it.

With this dread god, the poor man went away
greatly relieved in mind ; but the awe-struck
manner in which he placed it on his servant’s
head showed with what a superstitious fear he
handled it ; while the woman, now reconciled to
the sacrifice which she had made, consoled herself
with the belief that Yaukumpon® would direct her
m the selection of a new Fetish. It may be thought
absurd in an European to entertain such cases at
all, but unless we were to hear them, they would

* God.
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settle the matter in their own way by killing the
whole family. Neither would it have been suffi-
cient to destroy the Fetish, as their superstitious
terrors would still have haunted them, and induced
them to have recourse to new cruelties.

The Fetishmen are applied to almost in every
concern of life, to detect thefts, adultery, and the
perpetrators of every crime against society, as well
as to avert misfortune, to procure a blessing, and
to reveal future events. Applicants for priestly aid
carry with them presents to the Fetishmen,* and
often impoverish and enslave themselves in their
eagerness to secure their services. Such credulity
exists among the people, that the most barefaced
impostures frequently pass unnoticed and wun-
redressed, and it is only when serious calamities
overtake them, through this ageney, that a mags-
trate is appled to.

We will here relate a case of conjuring which
was brought under our notice some time ago. A
woman belonging to Cormantine, summoned a
Fetishman of Dixcove to answer the charge of
having falsely accused her son of theft, on account

* This custom of carrying presents to the Fetishmen
appears similar to the practice followed in ancient times,
upon application made to the prophets—Saul to Samuel,
Naoma to Elisha, Benhadad to Elisha, &c., &c.
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of which she herself and her children had been
sold to make restitution for the property alleged to
have been stolen, and to pay the services of the
Fetishman. It appeared that a neighbour of this
woman had lost his foutra, or purse, said to con-
tain a great deal of gold. He had recourse to the
Dixcove Fetishman to discover the thief, which he
pretended to do by means of his conjuring, and
fixed the guilt upon the son of the woman; and
afterwards forced her to make good the loss.

This Fetishman appeared in court dressed in a
white Moorish robe, curiously bound round his
waist with a girdle. On his head was a mitre-
shaped hat of fine matting. A large string of
white and black beads encircled his neck, and
hung down over his breast. Small bells were
attached to his dress, and iron castanets were round
his ankles, and these made a ringing noise on every
movement of his person.*

He was a strong young man, with an air of
conscious importance in every look and gesture.
He admitted at once that he had detected the thief,
and had caused him and his mother’s family to be
sold, to make good the loss. The money gained

* The dress of a head Fetishman, whom we have seen at
Pram Pram, appeared something like a caricature of the
High Priest’s robes.— Vide Exodus xxix.
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by their sale had been paid to the party the purse
was stolen from, after a deduction of five pounds
for his own trouble. He acknowledged that he
had no evidence whatever of the boy’s guilt, nor
even of the existence of the purse alleged to be
stolen, except such as he had obtained by conjuring.
He was desired to show how he proceeded in this
matter ; and he coolly took out from a pouch which
he carried at his side six leathern thongs, and
threw them upon the floor, saying, these had given
him the information. He was asked in what
manner, and he proceeded to twist the thongs, and
to place the ends of them in a confused heap, and
having done so, said that they were now speaking
to him, and still telling him that the boy was the
thief. Being asked if he thought we could hear
what the thongs were saying, he answered that we
might, if we would look at them in the right way ;
upon which, we pretended to examine them curi-
ously, and then said, that we now understood them,
but that they did not speak the same language to
us as to him. He asked what they said, and was
told that they commanded him, the Fetishman, to
be immediately tied up and flogged with them, as
a cheat and an impostor.

This sentence, which appeared to give great satisfac-
tion to a crowd of people assembled in court, was

| -
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carried into effect, and the Fetishman received two
dozen lashes with his oracular thongs. The woman
and her children were moreover redeemed, the Fetish-
man and his accomplices having been compelled to
make restitution. After this, he decamped from that
part of the country as speedily as possible, much
crest-fallen, but only, we believe, to renew his cheats
in another district, which the report of his treatment
had not reached. In cases of this description,
they may possibly have some grounds of suspi-
cion, but frequently not, and they are directed to
their victims by their utter helplessness.

In the case of suspicion of adultery, the woman
is carried before the Fetishman, and required to
prove her innocence by an ordeal not dissimilar to
that required by the Levitical law.* The bitter
draught which she is given to drink is supposed to
have the power of bursting her belly in the event
of guilt, and the terror of such an ordeal frequently
leads to confession. Con