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EDITORIAL 

IS THE N.L.C. DECREEING ITS OWN ECLIPSE? 

I N L AU N C H T N G the first Gbana " Press Week" at the 
Ghana Insti tute of Journalism in Accra on the 23 October 
1967, Brigadier A, A. Afrifa made a speech which is full 
of hints for the future of this COUDtry. Brigadier Afrifa 
refreshingly raised a number of very important political 
issues: that politics and not economics must have primacy 
in our national calculations this year; that the NLC has 
not come to any conclusion on tbe question of disqualifying 
certain categories of officers of the proscribed c.P.P. (thus 
contradicting Gen. Ankrah aod making the NLC speak 
with discordant voices); thirdly and most courageously, 
tbat the 24th February Revolution has lost its momentum 
and that it is about time the soldiers returned to the barracks 
and Ghanaians started "thinking seriously about a return 
to civilian rule"; finaily, he warned that " Ghanaians are 
becoming too tribalistic in their outlook" Brigadier Afrifa 
devoted some time to defending the appointment of Dr. Busia 
as the Chairman of the Centre for Civic Education. As a 
member of the LC Brigadier Afrifa was committed to defend­
ing this appointment. even though Dr. Busia may find the 
defence a little embarrassing. However, the significance of 
the speech lies elsewhere. 

Brigadier Afrifa is right in emphasising that our society is 
tending towards disintegration because we are becoming too 
'tribalistic in outlook". Careerists and men on the make 

who were frustrated under the old regime are exploit ing the 
centrifugal rorces of tribalism to achieve their ambitions. 
But it must be emphasised that the NLC should be squarely 
blamed, for they have not only succumbed to such. weak­
minded men but also have failed to pro\'ide the leaderShip 
wh i..::h makes it impossible for tribalism to have free play. 
Tribalism is evil and has bc..:t!n, and continues to be, the bane 
of African poli tics. All our nationalleaders-Cnsely Hayford, 
DJnquah and even Nkrumah- ·ah\ays resisted the temptation 
to pnndcr to tribal sentiments. Future generations of Ghana­
ians \\ ill hard I) forghe the N I.e if they ever allow tribalism 
to disintegrate our society 

On ci\ihan rule, Brigadier Afrifa \\:1:' being faithful to the 
onginal l\LC promi!'c t.o hand over power to civilians "as 
:.;oon .1S po:.sibk" This challenge thro\\n by the Brigadier 
to Ghanaian:. to pu.t the ..::mphasis on poli tics should bt! taken 
up ,eriously for th,e \\ hole speech shows the f~stratjr 
one of the authentIC architects of the coup gropmg his,t"ay 
thn)ugh the intncacies of modern government. \\ Ith the 
de-3th of Gen. Kotola it IS hardl) \\ Ise for the enthusiasm 
and ".1ea"~m .,1' a clu ... c. popular ally [0 e,·aporate. Thl:-' may 
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spell danger for the nation. 
All this implies that the Constitutional Com­

mission and all Ghanaians connected, in any way, 
with speeding up the return to civil ian rule are to 
intensify their etIorts in this d irection. All those 
Ghanaians wbo are associated witb NLC, and 
have consequently become much more impressive 
personalities tban before sbou ld realise tbat tbis 
is our second "try" at political stabili ty and pro­
gress. 

We cannot atIord to fail. Stability, progress and 
economic growth are grinding to a complete 
baIt in Africa, as tbe evidence shows in all black 
African countries. The forces of fascism and 
reaction are becoming firmly entrenched in 
South-Central Africa. For the more historically­
minded African the fundamental of political 
organization, approach to African unity and the 
models of African economic development have 
to be reformulated. The soldiers in power in 
Africa have been sincere enough to assert that they 
are now involved in rescue operations. If they now 
sincerely believe that the rescue operations are 
coming to an end, we have to take them on their 
words and begin to undertake the more funda­
mental task of planning for economic progress 
and political stabi Lity. It is a crude over-simplific­
ation to say that we are not ready for civilian rule 
because we are still "corrupt and deceitful". 
Strong civilian political leadership can stamp 
out these evi ls. 

On tbe disqualification of ex-c.p.P. function­
aries, the Brigadier's speech shows that the NLC 
members have not come to a firm decision. The 
question of disqualification is not the issue at the 
moment; what is important is that two important 
members of the NLC bold different views as to 
whether ex-C.P.P. functionaries sbou ld be dis­
qualified or not. Gen. Ankrah is reported to have 
said in London that disqualification is ruled out. 
But Brigadier Afrifa's speech seems to be biased in 
favour of disqualification. So far the NLC has 
worked admirably as a team, and this seems to be 
the only public evidence of sharp disagreement. 
It is better for civi lians to disagree than for soldiers 
to do so, 

We are not attachi ng exaggerated importance 
to this speech. The speech needs to be seriously 
considered as a speech of great national and 
historical importance for three reasons. First, 
be knows wbat he is talking about for be is 
right in tbe inner counsels of the NLC. Secondly, 
be is one of the idealistic and authentic architects 
of the 24th February coup. Finally, since he began 
giving his "State House Speeches" he is fast 
becoming not only the public relations officer of 

the NLC but also the spokesman nf the NlC,. 
He has hardly been contradicted in any of hi. 
public utterances. 

It is to the eternal credit of the Gbana Journal­
ists Association that they made it possible r", 
Brigadier Afrifa to engage in this dialogue "'~ 
the nation at the appropriate time. 
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Africa 
LIBERIA'S ROLE IN AFRICA 

By 
Yaw Saffu 

I TBLRlA more than Etbiopia, bas been the ob­
.Icn of intense emotional and sentimental effusion 
on the part of several African leaders. Liberia 
j, the one black country, truly black, and sub-

D )dhaJdn, which has existed as a de jure iodepen­
dent "nd <overeign entity for any length of time 

( \ mil very recently, generally, until the turn of the 
-L- StxtI~. F thiopian'8 abroad tended to raise doubts 

III the minds of most people about their identifi, 
... (:Hlon ').ilh Black Africa. Liberia. on the other 
! hallu. Jid not have to affirm or deny any such 
T ldemjfl' ;;ttl0n: She is as black as tiley come. And 
1 thtlt tad dJooe could elicit from people like Azi-

t W N~ rumab and Taure some of the most 
r:mOll'lHullv-charged eulogies for a symbol that r no (..an 3s;;ociate with normally hard-headed po­
ttil ~lns. 

Toure 

k.l. roure. for instance. is. admittedly. an 
Int I,,~ly emotional man, Whb him. large, ftam­
bn ,,'Ilt 02mOji\ln~1 gestures appear almost cop.­
,!!t'fHtai But Toure Is also very shrewd about 
fl' He i, nll ilkel} to be easily deceived about 
Wh~f pn'.\l;f lies. in any political relationship. 

1 I Ilowed himself to utter the follo\\-iog: "In 
hI, n " '"1f thiS new AErica which has just come 
i W lrld. Liberia has a pre-eminent place 

silt; "::l~ been for each one of our peoples, 
li I}' proof thal our liberty was possible and 

'I! LI 19nol e the fact that the Star which 
~ til l.iberian NatlOoaJ Emblem has been 

mOTe .han a century- the sate star \\ hieh 
J1I..d lur ru,.:.ht or dommated peoples" The 

;11 x..iil1incd symbolic role which Liberi;). 
,ljl'e, d \0 haw played in Afncan history is 

11f 11 til\.} some people that even St::.kou 
. n n rn: it him~elf the indulgence of glos­

U;\,; VlrlllaUy client stat us which Liberia 
Upl .. ,1 all through her one bundred anJ 

r l J I... t inJepcnJence 
,1 1 I )i~ • ll1ar;ag~d to survive the conl:crtcd. 
It t r 11£11 II c!'fons of EUfClpea.n powers to 

d '111'.ill!!at~ the whote of Africa must 
t l[!>"\- r('g~lrJ..:::d. as an impressive achieve-

W 11' H·) .. ('vcr m ... re ~urvival. as the sDk acrueve­
'nl lIt w.:r l hundred years of hIstory. st"ems 

("I IIlL tl... J{~~"'r\~ little praise. 
{ p "s~,,-l through Liberia in July 1%4. from 

'lfl end ()f the COli ott") to the other. Howe'Yer. 
1 ...... u'nnt pretend to know the (Qunny at first 

hand, But one book, R. L Buell's Liberia: A 
Century of Survival, (Penn. Uniy, Press, 1947) and 
two articles, one by George Dalton. History, Po­
litics and Economic Development in Liberia 
(Nortbwestern Univ, Progr, of African Studies, 
Reprint Series No, 3) and tbe otber by J, Gus 
Liebenow, "Liberia" in Guendolen Carter, (ed.) 
African One Party States, (Chicago University 
P ress) seem to me a fairly adequate basis for a 
modest indictment against Liberia; for a reconsi­
deration of ber allegedly inspiring role in Africa's 
history, 

I find it particularly significant tbat all tbe 
three Authors I have cited are Americans. This 
js because it is America, her Governments. and 
a large Finance Corporation shielding itself under 
the umbrella provided by American Governments. 
that has been in the uncommendable position of . 
a Patron State to Liberia. American arms helped 
Liberia to preserve her territorial integrity. But 
they also helped the small Americo-Liberian oli­
garchy put down Native revolts. for instance. the 
Kru rebeIJions of 1915, and 1931 -32 and, conse­
quently, Liberia bas not enjoyed a single day 
of a dernocratlcally-eJected government. 

Liberia's independeoce was generally recognized 
in 1847. Yet, in 1879, the French GoverllIDent 
offered to place Liberia under its protection! In 
1919, Literia's delegation to tbe Paris Peace 
Conference consisted of both Liberian and Ameri­
can nationals, I suppose as a quid pro quo for 
tbe U,S, grant of $18,000 which enabled Liberia 
to send the delegation. Between 1921 and 1926 
the U,S. worked to oust aU other nationals from 
Liberia in favour of exclusive American control 
of Libt!rian Affairs. both domestic and foreign. 
Tn 1922. for instance. Liberia had to accept 22 
American offi6als, in whose bands she agreed to 
place the collection of all Liberian revenue. the 
administration of native and military affairs and 
the contra] of virtually all government expendi­
tures in return for a $5 million loan. When Libe­
ria showed signs of resisting this thrust at her 
mciependence. the U.S. threatened tha t it might 
be necessary for her "lO reconsider her objections 
to the establishment of a mandate over Liberia" 

Amerk.an~Liberian Relations 

Again. In 19.25 . the US. government black­
mailed. Libena. this tune. into gnnting extensive 
<..-nd ultra generous concessions to Firestone to 
proJuce "rubber and other agricultural products" 

..J Pre~ident Barclay of Liberia showed signs of 
mak.ing the negotiations for the concession tough 
for Fir~tone. Then. me:J.Dwbile, there was a boun~ 
dary dispute \)etween Liberia and Fra.nce (in 
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Guinea). The American minister in Liberia 
wrote on July 2. 1925. to President Barclay: 
"It is believed that an indication from the 
U.S. to France that the American Government 
would look with disfavour upon any further 
aggression by the French Republic would 
once and for all put an end to a long stand­
ing difficulty and settle a question of territorial 
sovereignty." The U.S. Government. true to its 
word. used its good offices with success: the 
Liberian Government came to terms. 

Going hand in hand with the Firestone conces­
sion. was a Firestone subsidiary Company loan. 
a loan from the Finance Corporation of America 
to the Government of Liberia. On these transac­
tions. R. L. Buell has commented : "The grant of 
land made by the Liberian government to Mr. 
Firestone was more generous than he could have 
secured in any other part of the world. And the 
terms of the 1926 loan were severe". Service 
charges on this loan and the salaries of the ad­
visers who came with the loan amounted to a 
fixed charge of nearly $270.000 a year. In 1928. 
it is estimated that this constituted 20 per cent 
of the Government's revenue. 

To be fair to the Americans. it must be said 
here that some of her enormous influence over 
Liberia was sometimes exerted to the good of the 
broad majority of Liberians. For instance. the 
U.S. used her influence to stop the slavery in 
Liberia. in the 1920's and 30·s. It is one of the 
'cruellest' ironies of history that the Americo­
Liberians. considering their background, indulged 

" in slavery. A 1930 League of Nations International 
Commission enquiring into Slavery in Liberia 
reported that slavery and forced labour were in­
deed indulged in extensively by Americo-Libe­
rians, including some occupying the higbest offices 
in the land. The condemnation of the report was 
really wholesale. and uninhibited in language: 
"Intimidation has apparently been and is the key­
word of the government's native policy. Not only 
have the native village classes been intimidated 
and terrorized by a display of force. cruelty and 
suppression. but the chiefs themselves. men whom 
the people not so many years ago looked up to 

have been so systematically humiliated, de­
graded and robbed of their power that now they 
are mere go-betweens. paid by the government 
to coerce and rob the people." 

The enormous iufluence of the U.S. over Libe­
rian affairs was the result largely of two things: 
(a) the need of the rulers of Liberia for American 
arms to resist European imperialist expansion. 
and also native rebellions (b) the excessive impe­
cuniosity of the Liberian Treasury. The Liberian 
Government was constantly hovering around the 

brink of bankruptcy. 
unconnected. 

The need for American support to preserve 
territorial integrity from European "Maraudtn 
one must admit, was inevitable; and it does 
seem to have had either a neceSsary or hislOri<l 
conn ex ion with the second cause. But the nec! 
the America-Liberian ruling class for AmetlQl 
support to keep the native in his place may ba~ 
had soroething to do with the perpetual "broka~ 
of the Liberian Government. 

Ruling Class and the Indigenes 

The attitude of the America-Liberian ruIIt 
class to the native Liberians was profoundly ,*, 
the attitude of tbe worst colonialists. i.e. the settIl 
colonialists. Like the latter, the Americo-Liberilo 
were an alien minority. perpetually haunted byllr 
deluge which would sweep them away as soon 
the least crack appeared in tbe dam holding IIr 
disaster at bay. This fear can partly explain 
lack of development in the long period of stagra 
tion in Liberia. Development would ... 
greater consciousness on tbe part of the n,n.. 
of their right to participate in goveroment . .no 
at the sa roe time. greater difficulty, on the p 
of the rulers to deny this right. In place of cob; 
which the Afrikaaners in South Africa, for 
tance, use to deny the native of tbis rigbt 
participate meaningfully in national pclitics .• 10; 

could the America-Liberians employ? The lad 
development obviously had something to do ., 
the constant financial embarrassment of the Li. 
rian government. 

But a connexion between settler attitude aJl 

the lac~ of money may also be found in tbe a~ 
sence of democracy. The natives were effectil . 
prevented from intervening in both the politi .. 
and the governmental processes. A self-perpd" 
ting oligarchy of the most favoured Ame" 
Liberians enjoyed power without interruption. To 
true whig Party has not lost power in LibcOi 
since 1847. Government of a whole country '" 
came virtually the family property of not 111!' 

than half a dozen families . Corruption. nepot~< 
inefficiency and all the other cankers. which Job! 
Gunther so inimitably portrayed in his usual JOU' 
nalistic style of a caustic wit, are the result. . 

Liberia. in roy view, was not exactly the in>P 
ring antecedent of modern Africa that people ha~ 
made out. either in its domestic affairs or in ioW 
national affairs. On the international scene. Libr 
ria was, mbst of the time. the very epitome ol~ 
client state. On the dOl:nestic side. unfreedom a 
stagnation seemed its basic features. If eves , 
genuine adulation was misplaced. it seeOlS to 1ft 
that Liberia is a case' in point. 
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The Eco nomy 

'\tAL HEALTH AND DISEASE 
CONTROL IN GHANA 

By 
E N. W. Oppong 

Or.-IET1\1E before the beginning of the rainy 
a: on Ihls year the las l herds of cattle in Ghana 
: v hlLdnateJ agamst rinderpest fo r the third 

ti( lc In three r..:onseculivc years. Th is marked the 
oJ HI Ghand. or a joint international disease 

,GI,tr I t Ife Joint Project 15. The aim of this 
t", ,t 1 to tonuol and ult imately eradicate rin­

'rp I thal part of lhe African continent 
h I\,; t,ll,. dl~l:asc IS enzootic. The phase which 

h J nded In Ghana Involved tbe Republics 
hana. l 'pper Volta and Ivory Coast. 

I~ l'tlLanc of this to Ghana is that a 
ca~l.., one oj tht; foremost, in limiting the 

I" rul lion in these places has been brought 
... nt )\ Ghana in the nineteen fifties was 

t, '_,)mpltldy control the disease within 
~,~:-ler'. but the disease was reintroduced in 

! rh n lOclt.:l,;;o sixties. 
W('II I.; of u)lllrolling diseases of ani1nals in 

k\.l 1 c on a smalJ band of dedicated 
pllt: of ,.he excellent work they have 

he nception of the Animal Health 
III I 'HI). arc lntJr;: kno'WTI outside the 

I 'l o\\ners. 
a tt. I )pulation of Ghana (Gold Coast). 

onlv about 137.500. due mainly to 
tIm, e ·t of rinderpest which as 

)r a much as 4() pe-f cent to 60 per 
C,lr 10 (hI,; national herd, \Vith 

( th" Cll'h \ ear were rcuuccL\, B\ 
uk population hilU increased t:) 

I" Illh6 lo 1'\ cr son,OOO. that is. b) 
I hd~l'~'n ll!";O <tnJ 1946 nnd (1Q per 

1"\1 .tnd 1l)6Q l~p to 1955 it \"l~ 
hI.: (0 \..ccp poultf\ In J.n)' I ace 

It l:omm~;(laU) \\OTlh\\ hilt: 

But ,-!file then \\ )th in.:reasinll. \ e 4 

'I, nu ,lI. f(\ It\, J{ l' no ..... p0::>l,b'"'le 10 

mOl h h h hene::.: and brge poultr;. 
r nne Illl[X1rtant result of this 

luntn n\.) longer imports table eggs 
bl) ~l)(ln \\ ill not imrort day-old birds 

rc III,; ') HllrTe:s~tVC' achlc\emcnts indeed b, 

aoy standard, which unfortunately have ~Ot been 
publicised by the Animal Health Division. 

Agricuiturai Disorganization 

In 1961 two events caused the Animal Health 
a very severe setback. One was the new salary 
structure which the government introduced ma­
~ing tbe veterinary surgeon in Ghana compara­
llvely tbe least paid by the standards of most 
countries. The other event was the decision of 
making a technician the head of the division 
over the prof ional veter inary surgeons under 
some of whom unfortunate ly the new head had 
been serving. The results of these two episodes 
were the resignation of 16 experienced expatriate 
veterinary surgeons within 14 months, to be fol ­
lowed by that of 5 of the remaining 12 Gbanaian 
veterinary surgeons in the next 12 months. Such 
was the situation that when Ghana accepted to 
participate in the Joint Project 15. the United 
States of .An,erica had to be approached for help 
In procunng the services of two Canadian veteri­
nary surgeons to supervise the scheme. It must 
be recorded to the credit of the gallant Canadians . 
tha t they rose above the occasion and did an 
excellent job of work. 

In spite of the setbacks, tbe division carried on 
with its wor"- of disease control admirably, In 
the chaos thal followed the reorganisation of the 
country's agriculture in J 962 and the -esignation 
o[ a large number of tbe professionru st;lI. the 
Animal Health's Livestock Farms established 
some as long ago as 1926. were given to a ne\V()~ 
created Animal Husbandry Division with th 
e'\cus,.; lhat animal production took precedence 
("iI,..er animal health and disease control and that 
~he Animal HeJlth Division had uone nothing tv 
Increase livcstol,,;k proJudion in tue CQuntrv, Ln­
fortunately. top rankmg advisers of the ~x.Pre­
sidenl who :should kno .... ' better supportt!d lllis 
fallacy, The unlteJ Ghana Farmers Co-operatives 
and the State hlrms also managed to obtain and 
hoard large stocb of Jrugs some of them dan­
gcrOlls for ust!, \\ ithout \'eterinary advice or su­
[h-'rvision, Even w-daj such drugs are still being 
fred) used \\ ithoul the knowledge oi the Animal 
Ht'alth Oivi~ion, the GO\ernment"::; own division 
.:rcah:u to handle :->u(h problems, Thi~ practll .. :c 
If nl'l sh"pped, \\.ill ha\e s.:riou:s effects on allimal 
di~<.:.I~C <.:t"nlrol <1.:-. "ell ~ human health in the 
luturc 

Importation of Large "'um~rs of Lhe5tock 

The count~ '>,a:s sa ... 'j [rom a major dis~lcr 
h~ the coup, for cattle \\ere going to be lrnIX'fted 
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in large numbers at considerable cost into tbis 
country from areas in Africa known to be en­
zootic for fatal livestock diseases such as Rift 
Valley fever, East Coast fever, etc, which are 
yet unknown in tbis country. Not only would 
most of the imported animals have died on arrival 
but they would also have introduced their nume­
rous diseases and parasites into OUf own animals, 
which have no experience whatsoever of those 
diseases and would have died in large numbers. 
The animal Health Division of the Ministry is in 
no way ready to cope with such a problem, apart 
from the fact that, once introduced into this 
country, such diseases will be permanent. 

Even now one still l,Jears of mumblings from 
certain quarters tbat the livestock population in 
Ghana could be doubled in a few years if a few 
more million New Cedis were made avai lable for 
large scale importations. One hopes that this dan­
gerous approacb will be resisted, for we have tbe 
experience of not long ago when nearly all the 
sheep imported into this country against vete­
rinary advice died shortly after arrival. 

With rinderpest, a killing disease, now under 
control, other diseases in the country that sup­
press to a lesser degree the livestock popula­
tion, but to a greater extent their health and 
well-being, must naturally be tackled by the Ani­
mal Health authorities. To be able to do this the 
scientists Qf the division will require proper fa ­
cilities such as their own well-equipped labora­
tories and livestock farms as well as adequate 
funds. One of the unfortunate decisions of the 
former regime was the establishment of research 
organisations independent of the government de­
partments responsible for the initiation and exe­
cution of policies pertaining to tbeir work. Re­
search into animal diseases therefore was not 
wi thin the purview of the Chief Veterinary Officer 
of the Government but rather under the Academy 
of Sciences whe did not for instance number 
any of the pressing cattle or poultry diseases in 
their research schedules. T he government's own 
veterinary officers are the best people to know 
which livestock disease problems need priority in 
research and control. The Animal Health Divi­
sion of the Ministry of Agriculture should there­
fore be given the facilities and the responsibility 
which is rightly theirs to carry out research and 
control 0f animal diseases. 

One of the setbacks to the Animal Health 
Division has been resoll/ed, and a professional. 
head of the division appointed; it is hoped that 
the other obstacle to recruitment, that is. the 
unattractive salary offered to the veterinary offi-

cers, will be improved. 
Ghanaian men and women into 
is hoped too that the present archaic 
division to offer scholarships to male 
only, thus excluding women, will be 
for there is no valid excuse to justify 
exclusion of Ghanaian women from the 

Now that sanity seems to have been 
it is hoped that utopian policies will be 
screened. It is hoped too that 
affect ing research in Animal .Health 
or involving large-scale importation of 
mals are being evolved, and decisions 
these are being taken, the qualified 
veterinary officers will be consulted. 
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Education 
AFRICAN UNIVERSITIES AND THE 

WESTERN TRADITION 

By 

L. H. Ofosu Appiah 

\fR](,A, especially Lbe norLbern portion, was 
in the mainstream of the ancien t academic trad i­
t'on long before the Muslims established a univer­
'ly in ~pain The ancient academic tradition in 
.,ia \fTlca and Europe stressed the importance 

of thl' ceJehri::Ltcd teacher and libraries and scho­
lal It 11 as In rhis tradition that Plato established 
hi:-. A. adcmy and Aristotle his Lyceum. It was 
Itl thl traultion that the famous library at A le­

.\ a~ built The Muslims began a new tra­
J;t, 'In b building upon the ruins of tbe Greco­
Rot 1 n lilsation and saved some of the learn­
m on 'ile Greeks and the Romans from oblivion. 
I h... u ,ltm tradition of university education \\as 
nl,t L:onhnt:L1 to North Africa. It reached as far as 

r 

\{rkanus Horton 

the three '-fricans to pres.~ fill' the 

establishment of a universi ty in West Africa was 
a Creole from Sierra Leone called James Africa­
nus Beale Horton, who was a medical doctor. 
He proposed in 1861 Lbat the British government 
should establish a medical school in Sierra Leone 
to train young Africans in the preliminaries of 
medicine before they went up to Britain to conti­
nue their studies. He thought tbey would make 
better progress if they were taught by Africans. 
One feature of his scheme was that the students 
should attain some proficiency in mathematics, 
Latin and Greek before studying Anatomy. Phy­
siology. Botany (of Africa), atural History, Hos­
pital Practice and Pharmacy. His suggestion was 
not accepted. But he later campaigned fo r a Uni~ 
versity for West Africa and urged the govern­
ment to tum the ColJege at Fourab. Bay into 
a niversity. He proposed that several sub­
jects should be taught at the University, but did 
not mention any specificalJy African Sludies, He 
did stress. however. the study of Janguages and the 
pbysical sciences. He is an apostle of the importa­
tion of the purely European cu rriculum to Afric;:a 
and he has had many followers in the English 
and French speaking countries in .I\frica until 
the prescnt day. For example. the stud} of Classics 
in West Africa dates from this period. It did not. 
however. exclude the study of the natural sciences 
and mathematics. as some people stil l imagine 

Edward Blyden 

The second of the three Africa.ns was Edward 
myden, who was an apostle of a distinctive Afri­
can Univeris[v. It was largely to prevent his idea 
of a uOI\en.:ity from gaining acceptance with the 
Britbh government th3.t the Church Missionary 
~ocicty decided to turn Fourah Bay College into 
an institLltion alliliated [0 the University of Dur­
ham. Blyden had taught at Liberia Col leg!!. and 
there conceivcJ the idea of a distinctive African 
uni\ersily which he tned to sell to the Governor 
Pope Hennessy. It \\'~ not only to give advanced 
in:-truction. but &bo to "tree the \\hole edUC"oi­

tional sy:-lem from the grip of the despolic Euro­
peo.r.nising iniluenLc \\ hic.h Lad warped and crushed 
the negro mind" 1t was to restore the negro s 
:-.elf-respcct and rnakc him develop qualities re­
qu ired for runnmg self-governing institution .... 
\nh)ng the subj.:clS to be taugbt were Greek and 

Lat,n. fo, the curious reasoD that the Classics 
"'ould giv..: the negro "nourishmf"n! without raee 
?V1",!'n ! ·\rable ',\a:-. to be taught. as \\cll as oral 
traditioD~ and music -~ubjects wbich have now 
found a plal..'C In the curricular of lnstitutc..~ of Afn­
can Studlcs after nearly a cemury Blyden'~ iJI"c1S 
~ ere opposed by the mIssionaries. and to pre\ ent 
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the setting lip of what they regarded as a godless 
institution, the Church Missionary Society applied 
to Durham University College for affiliat ion witb 
Fourab Bay in 1875. Tbe relationship witb Dur­
ham began in 1876 when tbe University College, 
Durham, at a Convocation of tbe 16tb of May, 
passed unanimously tbe resolution to affi liate the 
Fourah Bay College, Sierra Leone. The main 
feature of the affiliation was that the students of 
Fourah Bay College on matriculation were con­
sidered full members of Durham University and 
took the same examinations. There was no adap­
tation of syllabuses. Tbe subjects studied were 
mainly the Greek and Latin Classics, Christian 
Theology, Mathematics, History, Frencb and Ger· 
man. Natural Sciences did not feature mucb on the 
curriculum. 

J, E, Casely Hayford 

The third of the Africans to press for a university 
for West Africa was tbe Oold Coast politician, 
J. E. Casely Hayford. I-lis aim was to establish 
a university free from foreign influences, an"d one 
in which the vernaculars would be the medium 
of instruction. Casely Hayford was more in terested 
in the political emancipation of the Africans, and 
thought th is co uld be achieved best by having a 
different type of university. The Mfantsipim Na­
tional Univers ity Was the result of the agitation 
started by the Aborigines RigJ,ts Protection Socie­
ty. It was a university to be affiliated not only 
with the University of London, but " in working 
correspondence with some of the best teaching 
institutions in Japan, England. Germany and 
America". IDs idea of Mfantsipim University was 
later transferred to bis proposed University for 
the Gold Coast. The main feature of that univer­
sity was the use of the vernacular in tea elting, and 
an emphasis on the important historical role 
played by Africans in the world 's bistory. Though 
no action was taken by the British government 
to establish the type of university that Casely 
Hayford wanted before the end of the First World 
War, the idea of establishing institutions of higher 
lea rning in West Africa was not abandoned. 

19th Century Education 

Education in Africa in the 19th century was 
mainly in the hands of missionaries. In the early 
20th century, bowever, the governments of the 
various territories began to take an increasing 
interest in education at all levels. At the end of 
the First World War an Advisory Committee on 
Education for tbe Colonies was established under 
the chairmanship of W. Ormsby-Gore, and in 
1925 it published a memorandum which outlined 

British policy on education. It stated that 
ment reserved to itself " the general dircctooo 
educational policy and the supervision of all 
cational Institutions". It asserted that "cduca 
should be adapted to the mentality, aptit 
occupations and traditions of tbe various peo 
conserving as far as possible all sound and hQI 
thy elements in the fabric of their social I 
It urged that suitable textbooks should be PI> 
pared for Geography and History for Africa. 
also referred cautiously to higber education 
stating that "as resources permit, the door 
advancement through higher education in AI 
must be increasingly opened for tbose wbo 
character, ability and temperament show lh<m 
selves fitted to profit by such education". II 
during this period that the Hussey report 
Makerere in Uganda was submitted to th' ( 
Ion ial Office, and Guggisberg's proposals for I 

found ing of Achirnota College in the Gold C 
were approved. Fraser, whom Guggisberg 'PI" 
ted to head the new College, planned to b 
an institution starting from kindergarten 10 ' 
degree stage. He proposed that at the Uni" , 
end the College should be linked witb the l'niva 
sity of L@ndon. The proposal met witb 
opposition in the Committee, and a comprom 
was reached by accepting the London Uni"" 
standard of matriculation and intermediate e 
minations, and postponing a decision on the dt­
gree courses. When the time came in 1932 fl.'f 
similar decision to be taken on Makerer< 
arguments about adaptation and importation \\ 
repeated again. But the question was then . 
ferred in 1933 by the Advisory Committe< 
sub-committee under the chairmanship 01 
J ames Currie. 

. Currie Report 
The Currie report, which was never publi,h 

is a very imaginative document. It made l'(rtil: 

recommendations which were adopt~ in modt ' 
form after the Second World War. It reromm 
ded that universities should be developed in I 

British territories. Acbimota and Yaba ., 
Fourah Bay should serve West Africa, Go 
College and Makerere should serve tbe Sud 
and East Africa. It recommended an inilial ,IIJ 
t ion with a British University, particularly' 
LondoD. "We envisage", it states, "a stage \\ 
tbe African institutions in question would b< 
cogoised schools of the University of Londl>' 
their teachers being recognised teacbe~, nr 
working for tbe London internal d~for 
report shows the concern of the comnuuee 
social. political and economic odVODeem",1 
Africans, though there is no talk of selt·govrn 
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ment for Africans. " We believe," it states, «that 
ttlt" passion of the African for higher educa tion. 
properly guided, may prove a boon to the eco, 
nomic social and cultural development of the 
oUlltry. and an advantage. support and ornament 

to British rule. Neglected it must create social 
"oti political confusion." The report expresses 
l n ... ·ern over the fact tha t Africans have to go 
abroad for higher education, and hopes the trend 
lao be checked by establishing 10cal institut ions. I t 
j... ho concerned over the education of women a t 
the highe-r level. since they cannot be expected to 
o lbroad in the same numbers. I t also suggests 

th t mcdl~mc. engineer ing, agriculture, veterinary 
I rk C~Hnmerce and the a pplied sciences general­

I I' \'(: 5pecial claims for considerat ion "together 
. illl Li\v" Purely academic subjects would corne 

3.f er a good base in economic stability bad 
be I tublisbed. Allhougb the report was circu­
I lc I u the governors of East and West Africa 
[.)1" 111I.:lr \i ... w~, they did not give much enCOllra~ 

'mcnt l(l the proposals, and it was not till early 
ha' all the replies were received. The dj~ 

IT n:n _ between the attitude of "the men on tbe 
p 1 nd those at home on higher education 

o great that tbe recommendations were 
lu'JIld IInaccepla.blc. especially in West Africa. 

De La Warr 
<lS In , oamb however. that the Governor 

'Jmcd r >\ lew of the work of Makerere. 
~ I I ~ 1 i.ld. b. 1 ')34. reached th~ standard of the 
l (1' In iJulfH • .:ulalion The Colomal Oflice agreed 

rr mt a Lumn.ission under Earl De La Warr 
10 'xamine the whole qU~lion of the 

t v \opOll.:'n t ot Makercre. The De La 
L rt ,\ as publi.hed in 1937. Although it 

r," 111\· With higber educat ion in Uganda. 
\cry impol tanl document. and lbe first 
J dorum~nt on th~ Briti.':.h Government's 
.. ,niV T~it) development In tropical Afri­

IJ'iptation in ib opening statement 
IlIo}\lt1' (If ll1("b~ ·Gore's view that "one of the 

not nnly of every univerSIty. but 
,hnnl houhJ be to preserve and cnhan(e 

Ilh,:J! tr lJitJon anti I.:ulture." Rel.:op:ni­
n brought ahout by ..;ontaC't \' ith 

n ,llllfl.: In AfrlC'<.l. the report states: 
III I ltf ,,()Il of Europc.m cullure. whether 

, I nr :J.d, h lS IrretricvJ.hly oCl.:asioned J. n('w 

t 1\ nJ! .tJ.t~ of mind hi. it optmllsti~ 
thJ.l tim, enhanced a\\,oare:lle.5.:) of the 

<.'1 \llll" tl1nl~ UItICS may enable Govcrn-
t !;..In n cJacattunal ~ystf'm \\ hll.:h , .. in 

t) .\fm.:.l the opportunity 1O fashion an indi ­
" uiturc \~ hlCb \\-Quld be no less Afrie-don 

u~ ... It represented a synlhc-sis of both Afr can 

and European elements?" It stressed the need to 
teach Engl isb as a foreign language, and the 
inclusion of African studies in Arts courses. Me­
dical stud ies, it urged, should be concerned with 
local problems. 

Though tbe Commission did not receive much 
encouragement from tbe E ast Afr ican govern­
ments on the necessity for establishing a univer­
sity institution in Uganda, and tbougb secondary 
education was far less advanced in East Africa 
than in West Africa, tbe Commission did not 
waver in its conviction that Makerere must be­
come a universi ty college. 

It recommended higb entry standards. and sug­
gested an East African School leaving certificate 
of comparable standards with the Brit ish one . 
Unlike West Africa, the Conunission rejected the 
teacbing of Latin in East Africa. "The conception 
of Latin as a magic privilege which is being witb ~ 

held from the African is one which should be 
resisted," it proclaimed. It recommended that 
Makerere shouJd begin with its own diplomas 
to be followed later by London external degrees 
and finally by its own degrees. It made a bold 
suggestion by recommending the American sys· 
tern of Junior Year Abroad Study. It also recom­
mended co-operation between Achimota. Fourah 
Bay. Khartoum, Makerere and Yaba in approach­
ing examining bodies aod Universities in Great 
Britain with a view to securing special syllabuses 
and concessions_ The Colonial Office approved 
the report and financial aid was given to the 
Higher College at Makerere, But the authori ties J 

in Uganda stressed the vocational needs of the 
country in carrying out the recommendations. so 
academic courses 'Were neglected. and African 
Studies y.ere not introduced. Thus. after the 
Second World \Var. when the University Colleges 
were established. Makerere lagged behind in aca· 
demic suhjc..:t.s. especially in roreign languages . 

(fo be concluded) 

To our Contributors 

We would like to remind our prospec­
the contribllto~ about some of the rules 
go"eming contributions:-

The MAXDILM length of article:. ;, 4 
pag.. quarto, typed double-space: letters 
shouhi not e~ceed 1 i pages quarto. and 
~hould be exciush'e to the "Legon Observer-·. 

Lengthy conlTibutions are likely to be de­
layed or not published at all, Contributions 
not exclusive ({. the L.O. will Dot be pUa 
blisbed.-Editor, 
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Observer Notebook 
American Negroes, Western Radicals, African 

Students and Nkrumah's Overthrow 

OUR correspondent who bas just returned from 
America, Canada and Britain enjoyed the stimu­
lating intellectual compaoy of American Negroes, 
Western Radicals and African students. To 
Western radicals, especially in America, Canada 
and Britain, Nkrumah's overthrow is one of tbe 
greatest setbacks to the black man's historical 
attempt to raise living standards to assert his 
dignity, human worth and value. The coup d'etat 
of 24th February 1966 is not only unintelligible 
to them but a stab in the back of all those wbo 
believe in the pride of "African ness" . To the 
American negro-the left wing-Nkrurnah's anti­
western. anti-colonial, anti-imperialist rhetoric and 
stand fitted in perfectly witb his own struggle for 
equality and dignity in A merica. Nkrumah was 
continuing the work of Marcus Garvey and 
W. E. B. du Bois-men who did so much to give 
the black man confidence in himself. To them 
Nkrumaism has to be seen as a universal phe­
nornenon and Dot as a Ghanaian phenomenon. 
To Western Radicals Nkrumah was trying to 
change the feudal basis of Ghanaian society, in­
fusing some measure of egalitarianism in our 
essential colonial, political and economic institu­
tions, and was also a tower of strength for their 
radical commitments in their various countries. 
To say that Nkrumah failed in this enterprise 
is to make their positions jp their countries in­
tellectually uncomfortable. However, this second 
group is much more amenable to evidence of 
Nkrumah's failure. Mrican students, especially 
those who come from countries which are distant 
from Ghana, like East Africa, are surprised by 
the coup because to them Nkrumah was ~the tide 
of African history- the leader of a country that 
was the first to win independence, tbe leader who 
popularised the concept of African Unity- which 
no African leader seriously quest ions. To over~ 

throw such a man is to turn the tide of African 
history. Furthermore, most African students come 
up, every now and then~ ag~inst subtle and open 
forms of racial discrimination. On such oeca· 
sians it is very easy for them to merge their 
reactions-which are perfectly understandable­
in Nkrumah's militant Africanism, anti-Wester­
oism (hardly distinguishable from "anti whitism") 
and anti-imperialism (also hardly distinguishable 
from "anti-whitism"). On occasions when these 
students confront what they construe as racialism 
they begin to develop", nostalgia for Nkrumah. He 

gave them psychological consola~ion whenever 
he ultered militant anti-western slogans and d0c­
trines. If evidence of corruption ahd mis.mana 
gement and megalomania are opposed to tl!i 
attitude, the sharp riposte of the students is thai 
Nkrumah should be seen in African terms; he 
the Ghild of the African Revolution and Ghana 
is part but not tbe whole of Africa. 

The common ground of all these three group 
who are opposed to the Ghanaian overthrow ri 
Nkrumah is that they all take an ideologic' 
position. A position of ideology is not easill 
amenable to evidence of any kind. It is divo,,", 
from reality. An effective answer to aU Ihn 
groups is to take an equally ideological stand 
based on the facts of the Ghanaian situation, anJ 
which can provide an intellectually attraclive aJ. 
ternative ideology, based on the facts, incorpom. 
ling some elements of the ideological positions ~ 
these groups and more appropriate to posl-;" 
dependence Africa. 

The Problem Car 

GHANA is dotted with many Nkrumaist wlul, 
elepbants-Job> 600, Peduase Lodge, Black Slar 
Square and many unused factory buildings. But 
'perhaps, the most uncalled for of aU is the 1%1: 
Model 53A Lincoln Continental Saloon Limousin 
(lengthened for 7 passengers) Nkrumah ordero! 
from the Hess and Eisenhardt Company of C,,· 
cinnati , Ohio, U.S.A. The car cost $47,275.00 
(about NC48,000). Our ' Correspondent examino! 
this car in a garage near the Ghana Embass} In 

Washington D.C. In appearance it is not an fl· 

traordinary Lincoln Continental~ it is not ver 
much different from, for instance, the Lin"'~ 
Continentals used as Airport Limousines in Amt 
rica or those which upper middle class American.' 
own. However. the fittings. the comfort acceswn 
and tbe interior upholstery make it an unneco' 
sary luxurious car. The fittings and comfor! ..;~. 
cessories in the rear compartment include telt­
vision, comfort air conditioning and heating. dk 
tating machine, wriling desk, front to rear speak· 
ing system, AM-FM radio, beverage compartmeDl 

beverage cooler and iee storage. and silver !>ew 
rage service. All windows of the rear compart· 
ment are fitted with i in. bullet resisting muttipl,' 
glass for personal protection and silence. Re· 
tractable side steps are located under the car 
ahead of the front doors and may be used (" 
traffic control guides or personal body guard! 
There are two rear steps fi tted at rear bump'~ 
for special service. and there is a conceal 
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revolver compartment in the Rear Door Arm 
Rest The L imousine Partition- a one piece, 
~t:Hiona ry clear glass partition which separates the 
tlr iver and the passenger compartments, the tinted 
p:x. ial size rea r side door glass. the tinted 

bad- '. indow glass, the rear Qua rter Glass and 
the chrome (rame. tinted Centre Body Glass are 
all hullel-resisling. The heverage tray contains 
cIa' es. bott les and a water conta iner. It is an 
. Ighl ..:yl inder car with Automatic Turbo Trans-
1) j,~J()n and an engine of 462 cubic inches (86 
., t,:ne) 

n technical data apart. the car is now de­
pu -JtJ n a garage and the G hana Government 
l r" 10.00 (aboul NC30.00) a week in gara-

1..;'" 1 hI.:. Ghana Government is now trying 
II tht:: car as part of our new "austerjty" 

H h 'l!r. we are find ing it difficult to self 
UT)! car The highest offer lO date-so OUI 

nnt was authoritatively informed-is 
It I lor about l'.CI5.000.00) Tbis is a se­
il I. there have also been humourous offers. 

n lIn in off..!red to buy the car at $5.00 
r )11 We arc findjng it extremely 

t dIspose of our "problem" car at an 
11 tllu .. pite ..... and it appears highly probable 

Vir is going to depreciate further, for 
1 (arne on the American market in 

hell our correspondent was in Wash­
,11 <l('counts then. il does not a ppear 
r. ever seU thiS "Nkrumaist white 
t n e.:onomic price ~hat then do 

h It 1 It ~eems the best way out of this 
.11 I relght the eaf to Ghana. make 

um pic(';l: nnd charge every Ghanaian 
l ,ce the car 30np. The car can be 

1\ ilt 1 h reClOns and we can all [uy for 
in -.J. matter of months; after 
...... 0 either sell it at any price 

t II the Gh:ma Science l>t[useum 
... h .. "museum piece" evidence of l'.k.ru­

h m. ni.l ano roll). 1 am sure Ghana .. 
!l) sC'l.'mg ~ome of the excesses and 

:\ ·(.Itm they hdlJcd to emerge and 
)unlr; for fifteen years. In the 

111 nnf.lllu rcrs of the car" It IS 

III r~nt. onc--of-a-kind car-not a 
JI hut rustom-bUllt (0 the world\: 

lar' 01 uai'l..;mJ.n'tlllp and materiab­
r .. u.:iou~ Jnd luxuriousl) upholSlcrc-d 

It I .J .. ,\\..- 1i.IH~heJ blac!..: lcatha. Tnh:nol 

p~'~1 III Ill'\.unous deep pile carpet 

,\ lIh heavv under-cushioning. Doors 

ar~ tinisbeJ in rich. bandruhbed 

\.~ln \ .. a lnut" What an excellent car to see! 

Thoughts from the North 

IT IS not realised by many people how at tbe 
moment one section of the country js_ in any 
general sense. almost completely isolated from 
tbe other. Tbe position of the Northern balf of 
Gbana today, in tbis respect, is quite serious. 
It needs the immedjate atten tion of our Govem~ 

ment. 

T he firs t major element in this situation is 
tbe present closure of the Yeji ferry. Owing partly 
to floods resul ting from heavy ra ins in an a rea 
about seven miles from the ferry site itself. and 
partly from the Volta Lake developments. this 
aU-important link hetween North and South has 
for some time now been cut. The river is un· 
crossable. in short, at Yeji. so no~one now goes 
overland to Tamale and the Upper Region by 
this route. (You could, of course, cross by canoe. 
but only if you wouldn't mind death by drowning 
too much.) 

The alternative route js of course the one 
through Kiotampo. on the other half of the 
elongated circle \\"hich these two routes describe 
hetween Kumasi and Tamale. But tbe Kintampo 
road is next to impossible except in dire necessity. 
Only the biggest trucks-petrol, timber. caule. 
and the like-can use it. crawling at 10 to 20 
miles per hour and taking numberless hours from 
point to point. The pot-boles they djp in and out 
of are described as being aimost as deep as tbe 
height of their lyres. Yet the Kintampo road 
is at the same time well supplied with good 
bridges, at Yapei (or Tamale Port. as it is known) 
and Buipc. It is. in addition. some seven to 10 
mi]~ shorter than the Yeji route. 

It IS ob"ious Lhat what needs badly to be under· 
taken immeciiatei). is the reconstruction and .. or 
renovation of the Kintampo route to the North . 
The more so as, even without rain floods at 
Y cji. there is the future of the permanent lake 
factor to thin about. in respect of tbis river link 
between orth and South. Whatever is dOlle or 
not done. and how ~oon or how late. tbe fact is 
that at the moment the only sure means of getting 
to Tamale and Bolgatanga from Kumasi or ·\ccra 
is by air: the Government bus service and passen­
ger lorry Imine ha .... e virtualh ceased t(l operat<.' 
and thou~ands of ordinary people who habitually 
us.: lhc"c (heap transport servi~ have been stop­
ped fr0m travelling between the two major divi­
sk)n~ of tbe ~ountry Round-tnp au- fare.<; even 
DeNeen }(umasi ~Ind Tamale are prohibitive for 
such travellers, as is o~vious. 

The situation. we repeat. is serious. and from any 
pomt of ... "Onsideration. especially the economic. 
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Ultimately, of course, from the political too. 

A verbal picture was painted the other day 
to illustrate the length to which the English carry 
their love of animals. It was the picture of a 
middle-aged woman pushing a pram along the 
pavement on a busy London street, .which on 
examination reveals a little spaniel puppy dressed 
up and lying contentedly on silks and velvets. 
People notice wbat kind of "baby" this pram is 
carrying, but show little or no interest. Or some 
just smile indulgently. 

In many other countries of the West these 
extremes in animal love are laugbed off as Eng­
lish eccentricity. In undeveloped and hungry coun­
tries people who hear about the treatment of dogs, 
cats, and canaries in Britain get angry or depres­
sed about it ... Neither of these extreme reactions 
is necessary in considering the pligbt of cattle 
travelling between North and South in Ghana. 
It certainly is not unnatural sentimentality to 
protest against the terrible way in which these 
animals are transported between the two points, 
especially since the remedy is so relatively simple. 

The complaint here is against the rubbing of the 
animals' sides and limbs against the wooden slats 
and posts of the open trucks in which tbey ride, 
standing up, for so many hundreds of miles, at 
the end of whicb trips their bodies .are often a 
mass of bruised and bleeding parts. Sometimes 
it is not merely a case of bruises and bleeding, 
but of chafed flesh. If one stops any of the drivers 
of these mobile torture chambers and remons­
trates witb tbem about tbe (obvious) pitiful con­
ditions of the animals, they either just laugh or 
else declare themselves completely unable to do 
anything about the situation . 

There is no active society for the prevention 
of cruelty to animals in Ghana, and perhaps in 
view of all our other, greater, miseries there is no 
need for one yet. But there afC at least veterinary 
authorities in this country who could so easily 
make this a mattcr of routine business. tbat is. 
seeing to it that large animals \a tra.nsit are at 
least protected by a bit of paddinl on the wood 
of their travelling cages. It is as simplcl.. as that, 
but it is also certain that if cows and sheep could 
talk their thanks for such consideration would be 
profound. 

The previous regime really outdid itself in 
some things. In the North it dotted white elephants 
all over tbe place: oversize and mysterious air­
ports, factories for which there had been no 
feasibility surveys and which are unlikely ever 

to be viable, except on 
tremendous cost, etc. 

One of the outstanding examples of this bappy 
squandermama IS the Ghana Commercial Bani 
building now nearing completion in Bolgat., 
The thing is so magnificent and so out of pl;~ 
that even the most patriotic but intelligent Dol 
gatangan-for not all patriots are intelligent, 
course-:-gazes at it and shakes his head in campi,. 
te beWilderment. For any sensible Ghanaian at an 
tbe obvious question is: What is this buildin 
dqing here? 

Some Northerners declare vehemently that thert 
aren't a hundred potential deposits in Bolga 10 
tbe strongrooms of this Bank, and that to gct 
500 names into their books they would have 10 

raid even Tamale for customers. And Tamale 
100 miles away, with its own full complement' 
banks. Indeed the Bank of Ghana itself bas JUS! 

opened an Issue Branch in this Northern Region 
capital. 

But, there it stands, the Ghana Comrne"o, 
Bank, Bolga: all glass and concrete and temlllO, 
all silver and white and black and shining-and 
all very likely to stand empty, like some of tbt 
other White E lephants of the North. Unless oth 
people hire their superscale rooms, of couTs< 
and of course at superscale loss to them. 

Overhead Between Bolga and Tamale 

First Speaker: That Geoffrey Bing! He is such 
d ishonest man. But he met his match in 
Victor Owusu. Did you read the repan , 
their TV confrontation in London tbe other 
day? 

Second Speaker: Victor Owusu was only wastin 
his precious time. as far as I am concemed 
Because to me Geoffrey Bing is not a man. 
he is just-rubbish! 
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FUTU RE POLITICS IN GHANA 

By 

Brigadier A. A . A(rifa 

BRIGAD JER A. A. Afri fa, N.'L.C. member responsible 
fo r Finance. "vas tbe guest speaker at the opening of 
the Ghana Press Week held ~ t the Gbana Press Club in 
Accra on the 23rd October 1967. The speech is (u ll of 
hints, in our yiew, because of wbat 1hc Brigadier had 
Lo sayan Ihe timing of civilinn rulc. t ribalism and 
the spirit of the 24th February Rcvolu1ion. The full 
text is printed bclow:-

I WISH fi rst of all to tbank the Executive of the 
Gbana Journalists Associa tio!l for inviting me to 
launch the fi rst P ress Week of the AssoGiation . 
I fee l very much honoured by th is invitation and 
I can only hope I shall justify this honour. 

1vk Chairman, I understand Ihat this ceremony 
which we are performing toclay is the Qutdooring 
of the first purely professjonal organisat ion oE 
journalists in Gbana. Until recently most of our 
besb journalists have been people who never began 
life as journalists. We a re now fortunate to have 
io ex istence in Gbana the Insti tute of Journalism 
which is charged with the responsibility for train­
ing young men and women who wish to take up 
journalism as a profession. My information is 
that this Associat ion is meant for this new type 
0[ professiona l journalists. although it has room 
to accommodate practising journalists as well. 
whether they be amateurs or not. I hope a ll those 
engaged in journalism will frnd the Association 
useful and contribute to its success. 

Role of the Press 

It is not for me, Mr. Chairman. to tell you of 
the important role that the press has to play in 
a country like ours wbjch is in the process of re­
construction. We have onJy recently had experien­
ce of a press which was controlled by one man 
and one man alone and we are very much aware of 
the harmful effect 01 such control . Since the Re­
volution of the 24th February, 1966, we of the 
National Liberation Council have endeavoured 
to restore to the Ghanaian press the freedom that 
it lost during the dark period to which I have just 
referred. We have done this because we kn0w that 
a free press is a pre-requisite for the building of 
a truly democratic society to which we are irrevo­
cably committed. 

But whether tbis freedom which we have res­
tored to the press will be cherished and upheld 
depends on you ladies and gentlemen of the press. 
You can surrender it if you like. but you must 
remember that you will let our beloved country 
down if you do that. We who love Ghana. and 

wbo effected the coup d 'etat of 24tb Februan 
1966 did so in onler to bring liberty to OUr peopl~ 
We beheve tha t rhe foundation of true freedo 
lies in parl iamentary government. And until suc~ 
time that this is acbieved in this country. we do 
not consider our task as fully accomplished. Or 

our prima ry aim achieved. 

Thinking about Civilian Rule 

In recent weeks I have come across Ghanaian~ 
who advocate that we should remain in power for 
as long as possible and tha t our people cannol 
tolerate a parliamentary government now or in 
in the i mmediate future because of their sufferinc: 
under tbe old regime. I do not share this vie,: 
IE it is d ictators that our people want. let them 
give us the mandate through voting to dictate 
to them. We have now reacbed tbe stage where 
the press and the people of Ghana must starl 
thinking seriously about a return to civilian fuk 
If they fail to do tbis they will bave failed in 
their duty to this country and they will have 
shunned a national responsibility. I try to make 
time to read the national press every day. It h 
a useful avenue to get informat ion, to find Oul 

wbat people are talking and thinking about. and 
to lea rn how people come to their conclusions on 
important national issues. There are times wilen J 
am amazed. or startled by the reasoning revealol 
to be behind sucb conclusions. I have an illustra· 
tion of this ready to band in one sucb condusion 
reported in the Press only las t Saturday. 

N .L.C. and Disfranchisement 

A Dr. Epbson, a barrister, was reported to have 
given a lecture on "'Disfranchisement and dis· 
qualification;' under tbe auspices of the Accra 
branch of the PEA. at the Arts Centre in Accra 
He dealt with the burning question as to whether 
or not certain categories of officers of the pros· 
cribed CPP should be disqualified from holdio! 
public office. As far as I know. the National li· 
beration Council has not come to any ·conclusion 
on this matter. It is still pending for djscussion 
I w0uld like to regeat: the matter is still peoding 
before the National Liberation Concil for diSCII" 
sion. No doub!, the Council's decision, wheo it 
has been taken, will be made known in an appro· 
priate manner. The subject is therefore a fitting 
one for the public discussion and debate which i> 
going on . 

Dr. Ephson"s own conclusion. according to the 
Press reports, was against disfranchisement aDd 
disqualification. 

I need hardly tell you. Ladies and Gentlemen 
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" the Press. of Ole (acts which have to be taken 
!l III ~:(\nsideration in coming to a decision on this 

hjcl.:t Your own Press has been telling the coun­
iL:" Jail. of the proceedings of the various Corn­
jnl"':-'h.lTl~ ot Enquiry. and the Courts. We have 
j 1 Hinting. indlsputabJc facts o( the abuse of power 
~'I part: ,md government officials of the CPP. They 

'e • .:heJ and practised an ideology which led to 
lill.: 1:.:.:i.1hlishmen t o( an oppressive and unbearable 
1..l1 I !Inr~hip. They practised deceit. bribery and 

f,· llption, and the scLfish and shameless misuse 
11 puhJk Lmd::.. ~nd brought our beloved country 
II 111~ H~r~ .... of bankruptcy and economic and 
I 11\ ie, 1 dbaster Nevertheless, Dr. Ephson is re -

lrted tl) have strcsscJ that it would be undemo­
It to h:~n ililY of the people responsible for aU 

U J 11 holding public oIiice. unless they have 
1 JOt: kuiltv b.:[ore a court. under the Jaws 

11 1I1sc1H:S SO flagrantly tampered ",·ith. 

( lIlth; fn.r Ch·ir Educ2tiO!l and Dr. B05ia 

\ iL t ·[ailled me .... as thaI in contrast to his 
'lJtln ! Ihis question, Dr. Ephson called for the 

). Or. Busia a::, Chaimlan of (he Centre for 
I.H.:ation, hC\,;<luSC as the Press quoted Dr. 

11 II' have said, '-Dr. Busia was identified 
III J. i ')!;lJc.1.1 rart) you could a.!. well appoint 

'" h<, I· "'longmg to the pro,cribed CPP to the 
I 'li~ J ~l.lrlling reasoning and logic. Dr. 
hi· ~ hn.au~~ i)r. Busia identified himself 
pl.~ljttC.d p<lIi\·, he should be removed. 

rll,llh leI mJ say that as far as I know as 
1. ,i I(;ncr lor t-inallce Dr Busia has drawn 

,1.\ ... l'r remuneration tor any of the offices 
11.<. l~cILl. or any of the many duties he has 

I 'T 1 I ·m th~ ~oun([y ~lnce his return after 
" L.,UI1. He has regarded hJ$ services as a volun­
\ ,onhlhution ti) the political and economic 

r· " trU1.'icm ot nllf COliHtry. Dr. Ephson sttCnlS 

t 1 inS! th,ll bt!cause Dr Busla led the 0Ppo­
f!,ID., !h~ l PP. l'lCcau~ he warned the country 
p t .. 11\ ,r the dangers of the corruption, Uel.!lt, 

In I ttl tatPnal tendencies of the CPP, because in 
I \ ,"re1' pamphlets . .lOU books he not ooly 
, U . h'" CPl' hut also e~poundeu and mdde 

,,' l \"1 democrat".: society to whleh we 
It, I r1r \x~·au:-:.e Dr. Busia has lionc these 

I til!!, r'l lph:-.nn say~ the NLC should not 
,·t 11"111 "",'h it t;.c)k (or \\hich he is undoubted· 

thl..' ·t qualified person In the country 

In>;piration for the Coup 

( n~ tor the tirst time make one thmg public 
I ba headv stated in my boo\:: on the Gbao .. 
( Uf' tbC' rart T played in initiating and c"{ccuting 

the Coup. 1 can reveal tbat 1 was responsible for ./ 
the planning of the mili tary strategy of the coup. 
What I wish to acknowledge publiciy today is 
that I was encouraged and inspired in my resolu-
tion to help to overthrow tbe corrupt and oppres-
sive reg ime of Kwame Nkrumah by the lectures 
and writings and the sustained campaign which 
Dr. Busia carried on within and outside this 
coumry in opposition to the CPP, by his exposure~ 
of the wrongs its leaders were perpetutiting against 
our country_ and by identifying himself with all 
thosc who stood against the malpractices of tbe 
CPP. 

A fellow soldier Major Alex Duah. received a 
copy of one of the pamphlets he used to get into 
the couDtry. This one was entitled "NO". My 
coUeague tra\'elled all the way from Takoradi in 
person to bring me his copy. You will recall that 
in those days it was a risk which only a brave man 
, ... ould takc. fo r. as some of you k.now, some 
people were detained because copies of the pam­
phlet were fo und in their possession. ]n the pam­
pillet. Dr. Busia called on us Ghanaians to "Set 
Ghana free to ach.ieve Prosperity" and to join in 
saying NO to Nkrumah. MJ.Y I quote him: 

NO to oppression and suppression 

NO to denial of F reedom of speech. of Associa-
tioo. and of Movement 

NO to Imprisonment without Trial 

NO to spying 

NO to a Police State 

NO to Deceit and Cheating wherebJ man) Toil 
[or Few to "Chop" 

NO to Wasteful Projects 

NO to Scarcity of Esst:ntial Goods and Drug~ 

NO to CrippHng Controls 

o to Nee-colonialism. 

Under my mash:r. the late Lt.-General kotoka 
of revered memory. we said 0 in a more effecltve 
lind deCisive way than Dr. Busia darc.:d to ask. 
and we have "Set Ghana Free [or Prosperity" 

This is one reaMln why I am happy to Jauncb 
your Press Wee"'-. Ladj~ and Gentlemen. when 
)our theme is ··the: Press a.!J, a Force for Progress" 
You of the Press can pia) J. unique role in helping 
us to establish the kind of democratic society Dr 
Busia h:..l.S I!xpounded in his books, and has main­
tameU that we in Ghana are capable of establi.s.b ­
ing. 1 invite you to :>ludy hIS latest hook on the 
subject. entitled ··Africa in search of Democracy'· 
which he has ded..1.cated to ''"the Youth of Africa 
to whom will fall the 0pportunity and the bO!~our 
of building in Africa dem(k;ratic societies '" herein 
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every man and woman may live a life of dignity 
in freedom". As a soldier, I bave a great admira­
tion [or tbis man, whetber he be alive or dead. 

The Press and CPPism 

May I suggest a nother study to you ladies and 
gentlemen of the Press. There are journalists. botb 
Ghanaian and Foreign, who keep telling us that 
tb\ CPP won elections because their campaigns 
were organized by a man who had a genu is for 
organization. I wou ld iny ~te you as Pressmen de­
dicated to unearthing the truth of every issue. 
and making it available to the public. to investi­
gate this claim. Is it not a myth and a humbug? 
The Jibowu report told us that the CPP used 
public vehicles, public fu nds. and public officers 
to conduct their election campaigns. It was abuse 
of power. More recently the Electoral Comm ission 
has been given evidence of the malpractices of the 
CPP at elections. These included tbe selection of 
election staff only from the CPP, tbe use of go­
vernment agencies to canvas support for the CPP, 
the enforcement of laws designed to suppress 
political opposition. the last-minute creation of 
polling stations so as to confuse electors, intimida­
tion and undue influence by CPP election offi­
cials. corrupt practices like impersonation and 
multiple voting. infringement of the secrecy of the 
ballot, tbe destruction and tampering with ballot 
papers for cand idates opposed to the CPP, and 
discrimination in tbe provision of amenities 
against areas known to be opposed to the CPP. 
Under the CPP dead nien came from their graves 
to vote. What has been represented to the world 
by some journalists as genius 'for organization is 
being increasingly revealed as the use of fraudu­
lent and dishonest methods to undermine demo­
cracy in Ghana. Those who claim this as a mark 
of honour and distinction which entitles them to 
lead this country again should be exposed for 
what they are. It is important that tbe spotlight 
is turned on this matter to make sure that future 
elections are fair, clean, and bonest~ only so will 
the results of elections reflect the will of the peo­
ple as is expected in a democratic society. The 
Press as a force for progress should help in un­
covering all humbug. and particularly when it is 
likely to prove pernicious to the freedom of so­
ciety, as in the instance to wIl.ich I direct your 
attention. I now come to what I suggest should be 
the main focus of your attention this Press Week 
-the question of return to Civilian Rule. 

Empbasis on Politics 

Ladies and gentlemen. last year, in OLlr efforts 

to rebui ld Gbana, we Jaid emphasis on OUr e.. 
nomic problems. In the closing days of the NL( 
my opinion is that emphasis now should be on 
our politics. It is in this direction therefore th 
I would like to direct the attention of the pre­
this "Press Week". I have said many times thai 
coup d'etatJ is a bad thing: in our case we we e 
reluctantly forced into it. We subscribe to tilt 
belief that resistance to a tyrant is obedience:, 
God. For my part therefore notbing shan 01 
decent democratic rule will satisfy my aspiration 
Because I believe that this is the best assuram 
for our future prosperity and happiness. This COr 
sideration is contained in our master plan for tht 
1966 exercise. And with the passing away of Ill' 

master, tbe late Lt.-General Kotoka of blessoo 

memory, I will be the last person to depart from 

the cause for which we fought and for which •. 

and the mcn died. We IllUSt achieve quickly to 

primary aim which motivated us in our exert' 

Tribalism and Disintegration 

Our country now is passing through a IllOI 

critical and challenging moment, and we can onl\ 

survive it if we face facts with truths. courage and 

absolute honesty. Our society is tending towJr.! 

d isintegration and the unity of Ghana as on, 

nation js facing its greatest cballenge; the reaSOll 

for trus, as I see it, js that we are becoming too 

tribalistic in OUf outlook. Herein lie grave dangcI 
for the future. This is why I want to see Ih.­

opeoing of OUf house of parliament. the soulll1 

our freedom, as soon as possible. And !hi, " 

w.hat the press sbould assist the NLC to achi'" 
Do we want the true freedom we hope to achieve 
through a popula rly elected parliamentary govern· 

ment? OUf revolution has lost its momentum. Th~ 
I believe, as a soldier. is an indication that our 
military regime must come to an end. I do nm 
suppose that we can bluff our way through. P~ . 

men and women, whatever you print, think abouf 

our country above all. Let us face our sbllrl 
comings and set-backs, for, whatever they ,rr 

ours is a great country. 

Lift high the flag of Ghana 

And make our nalion great and strong ... 
Again. I thank you for the honour you hal< 

, done me. You arc now launched on your Prt'!> 
Week. May it be a momentous landmark in our 

quest for progress and freedom. 
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Letters 
General Ankrah's Reception in London 

SI R If you were invited to a Ghanaian reception, 
\H1Uld )OU expect, on arriving, to be announced by a 
[uropl.:a.n usher who , to your d isgust, could not pro­
I unr.:e your name properly? But this is exactly what 
il.1rrcncd at a reception given on Monday, 16 October 
In<;t by the High Commissioner for Ghana in honour 

U.·Gl..:ncral Ankrah to enable Ghanaians in London 
tn fll~l..:t him. 

On arri\ ing you were asked your name by a Euro~n 
II rl t tail-coat who then announced your name to 

the- h"~l and hostess-Majo r Anthony and bis wife. I 
f. u J tPt lol only out of keeping with the kind of 
r Ih ... fing. but also amu::.ing-Iet alone the embarrass­

Lil \\h (h many of the invitees found themselves. 
in itee. ignored him and simply bowed to the 

I:l 1St nd hu<;tess without sbak.ing .hands. 
at all necessary to employ a European to 

til ~ Ghanaian imitees at a Ghanaian reception? 
l ~lIldn 1 an official of the Ghana High Commission 
n \ ... b '- aPr nted to perform this kind of job? What 

t1 I.Jhana coming to in such matters? We seem 
1\.1 be 1 ~sing respect for and confidence in ourselves: 

mu 0.:, plo) a European even fo r announcing Gha-
to a Ghanaian H igh Commissioner at a 

, (I <lan rCI..'cption. This is nothing less than going 
ad nhwrdum! 

ro.: ., Ion \Va:; well attended and the invitees 
.<.1 tho.:ms.elv,! very well with drinks and small 

oJ! t.l t ugh the re..:eplion took the fonn of a cock­
~t lacked the usual informality expected from 
nJ ho'>t(:v. and the guest of honour at such 
.... m ('If tbe in' itees exoected the guest of 

c (l '!'lanlcd by the host. would be walking 
II 10 tees and engage some 01 them in infor­
n '" 'S<' ton'; and thus acquaint himself with a 

ton d Ghanaian<; in London and form some 
nciT though'S and feelings arc about affairs 

~ ndhlllg like that. 
r \ .. utherv. isc. After the bost and hostess 

I ",J .\ consldt.:Table number of tht.: in\'itt.:~s 
If tu .<J.llother room whicb, it appeared, was 

,. r 'r tbe guest of honour. Then anyone who 
I tu lhat room to !lhake hands of the guest 
" t 1I11.:mbers l,f his entourage. but before 

U J dl a there ag.lin one was to he ann("lunced 
tall ... 0~ ' ..:d European. 

Irrrcci'lhic number of invitees went into the 
tOll r -,nd bl;!sidc_~ the hand-shale \\3!' 100 

i~hl·jad.eled and wooden. TherefoN Lt.·Gl!n. 
nt'wt b .. dc~mcu to have met in fact a cross-

lIanS in l.onJon. 
h.. \fric:anu'i Esse ll 

\oncx Dnd Di<'<ripation of Fund .. 
III light l,f the co.:onomic condilk·ns of thIS 

it I ~Ir:tnge that the Annual Estimates for 
ULlU,'r I "reIgn Relations. aside from FIJ' 

I 1 -S !~~ .\ll~l""J.ncrs . n sub\'ention of 'OCbOAOO 
On tv llo .... aL ce lur Officers of the l\1inistf) (\{ l:..:ttem31 

I "''0 X 
S Out \.lIo .... ance IS nol paid to all Foreign 

Service Officers but only to officers of the Annex which 
euphemistically used to be called Research Bureau, an 
office of very doubtful and dubious functions. Just a 
few weeks ago a Director of the Bureau who has been 
imprisoned for perjury, appeared before the Jiagge 
Commission and told the whole world the part the 
Bureau played in disseminating the false news that 
Gbedemah stole £10 million. This is the kind of 
work the Bureau does for which NC60,400 of our 
hard·earned money is being wasted as an incentive 
for 'hard' work. 

Under the cloak of security that office, the Annex, 
formerly the Research Bureau, during the old regime., 
ind ulged in acts for which it should have suffered the 
same fale as its partner in crime, the Bureau of 
African Affairs. Having mysteriously escaped the c.-t;e­
cutiooer's a;t;e, the Research Bureau Officers apart from 
their fantastic salaries and other allowances are now 
being paid Duty Allowance in some case of up to £40 a 
month. 

This country has had too much of careless. reckless 
and senseless dissipation of public money. This Al­
lowance should be stopped forthwith and the money 
put to bettcr use like purchasing drugs. By the way, is 
the Research Bureau, whate\ er they are researching 
into, an important organisation for which the Budget 
Secretariat should allot NC2,124,OOO? 
Swan Mi ll Kwcsi Duku 
Aecnl. 

Whither is the Bus Sen'ice Drifting 
SIR-It is evident that one of the important problems 
filCing the country is poor transportation. The Bus 
Service is in a sorry state due to poor management. 
Only a few buses are in service and most stations are 
ovcrslaffed. The result is that they are running at a 
loss. 

Why not dh ert the control of the sen'ice 10 a more 
competent body? This will encouragl: the public to 
patronise the sCf\.·ice. In the morning one has to wait 
for hours before getting a bus to his or her place of 
work. Consequently most people take the "tro-tros", 
but one has to struggle to get on one. Failing that you 
are at the mercy of the ta.'ti drivers whose c;iliorbitan t 
charges are too much for the average worker. 

If the NLC has undertaken to put things right 
it seems ob, iaus that the Bus en'ice should receive 
pri~rity. It should be placed under a competent body 
wblch can cater for the public. We arc fed up with 
poor man3gemcnt. 
New Tnfo 
h..umnsi. 

Du .. Sen ice Report 

Kwaku Asempa 

SIR-At long las! an important report has been pre­
sented to the National Uberatk,o Council for appro,'al. 
The report by the Omnibus ,service Committee is one 
or, the mo~t important report .. and must be gl .... en top 
pn()rtty becausc oi the present transportation problem 
in the counU)' 

') ou will undoubtedly agree \\itb me that the Bus 
Sen ice "tlich at the momenl is in a chaotic position 
should be re~lt:wcd. U one tales time to visit the 
.... :lOOUS statIOns in the country one will --ee that the 
majority of the buses are standing idle. On. enquiries 
about the reason~ wh} these buses ar!! off the road, 
the only ans. ... er one g.!IS is lac.k of spare parts. 
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Though it cannot be disputed that there are no 
spare parts, it seems clear that if qualified and compe­
tent Mechanical Engi neers arc seconded to manage 
and control the service, some minor repairs could be 
made which will enable some of the idle buses to be on 
the roads. 

A thorough scrut i.ny of the managemenb and operation 
of the Bus Service in the country today will reveal 
that almost all the men with top posts are unqualified 
and incompetent 

In order to save the Bus Service from total eollapse 
and in order to save the public from lateness to atten­
ding to tbeir businesses utmost priority should be 
given to the Prah Report which should be released 
with the absolute minimum of delay. 

It is hoped that the Bus Service will be placed under 
an appropriate body and qualified men seconded to re· 
organise the service. 
'Asaw3Se, 
Kumasi. 

Omnibus Polifi<.'S 

Akua Serwah 

SIR-At a conference in Accra recently the workers of 
the Kumasi Bus Service advoca ted the transter of the 
management of the Bus Service from the Ministry ef 
Local Government to the Ministry pf Communications. 
This suggestion was made becau~e the Ministry of 
Local Government has proved inadequate to the task. 
Naturait:y, certain top men and their supporters see 
this as a. thq=at to their undeserved post-s, and they have 
resorted to threats of transfer to remote places or in 
some cases outright dismissal of those workers who 
have the courage to point out how the Bus Service 
has deteriorated. This is undermining the already low 
efficiency, and it should be ch~cked without delay. 
Ashanti New Town Joe Abiri 
Kumasi . 

Rewards to N .L.C. 

SIR- It is urgent tbat all patriotic Ghanaians suggest 
rewards to be given to the members of the N.L.C. when 
the period of military rule ends. What the 1966 coup 
has taught us is tha t some soldiers can be brought in 
politics to enrich our political life. We must therefore 
in future allow soldiers who are so inclined to stand 

'for election ·to Parliament. If they fail they can return 
to the Army, as is the practice in the u.K. Experience 
in England is that not many soldiers get elected, but 
those who do enrich its political life. 

1966 Coup has to be our first and , last. It was a 
necessary act of deliverance and men who had the 
courage to carry it out must be rewarded. In other 
advanced count'ries deserving soldiers are made Field 
Marshals who even though not in active service 
recei ve remuneration for life; others are appointed 
to highly paid administrative posts w~th government 
agencies . 
100, High Town Road, 
Luton, U.K. 

Dr. K. A. Taylor 

''Kontopiaat on Judicial Secretary" 

SJR-I very much thank you and all who made the 
"Observer" a reality for in the annals of journalism in 
Ghana there is none to equal it. Your stand on .vital 
national issues is admired by many and I wish you all 
the best of luck. 

In your latest edition there was an article by Konto. 
p iaat which makes interesti ng reading and I have onIJ 
this con tri bution to make. I know of a motor traftic 
case which has been pending in a District Magistrate,. 
Court in Accra since December, 1966, and which bu 
not yet been mentioned for bearing. The case is alwa}1 
adjourned, and the uniortunate driver has to report 
every time. If this and many others do not go to prove 
Kontopiaat's case then I am yet to know what the 
Judicial Secretary meant in his letter to your esleellle'll 
journal. How long must a case be pending in our courts 
before it is disposed of? 

~= U 

Stop these Unnecessary Arrests 

SIR-Wbile we appreciate and fully support the good 
works of the National Libe,ratioo Couneil in its effolb 
to put right the malpractices of the old regime, \101 

have also observed with regret that certain elements 
mostly those who were in exile in some parts of !he 
country are trying to bring the NLC to disrepute 

The most common acti vity of these selfisb peopJe h 
the causation of the arrest of innocent persons, somr 
of whom were detained by the old regime for ye.ln 
with the charge of (!oncocted stories of subversion. 

For instance, Mr. A. ignoring the police in bii 
locality goes to the Headquarters to contact senior 
officers in Accra to say that Messrs B, Z, D, K. M, G 
and others were having secret meetings in Mr, B'i 
house with the aim of overthrowing the NLC. 

1t is usual for Mr. A to have DO concrete evidentt 
whatsoever of such meetings~ but the stories arc urully 
so frightful that the police are alerted and these peBOI\1 
are arrested for "investigations." 

However, after the accused are proved innocent by 
tbe police nothing is done to Mr. A. Mr. A. therefOr( 
thinks he has the licence and goes on causing the arrest 
of other persons with his unsubstantiated stories. 

This is scaoda lo,-!s. The people are given the impJ'Ci 
sian either that there is no justice in Ghana or that the 
law allows people to tell lies on others and go free. 

To keep tbe NLC clear from all doubts I suggest thaI 
such people after they have been proved liars be 
brought' by the police to justice. 
P.O. Box 8 Daniel Ko{iSfll' 
Bawku. 

WUSUWASA 
(Couture) 

Paris-trained ladies dress designer with 
attachment to leading fashion houses London 
and Seventh Avenue. New Yotk. Will design 

and make yo;.tr desses. 

Call at house ell/5 Nima or Phone 65211 . 
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Opinion 

AN OPEN LETI'ER TO MATERNITY 
J{OSPITAL DOCTORS AT KORLE BU 

By 
A Disappointed Fatber 

IT IS just a week (tbough it seems more like a 
an s;tnce you saw my wife. A .. at your pre­

nat~d clin.ic. and requested that she be aJrnitted 
il,to tll" korle Bu Maternity Hospital as a P.ET 

She did not expect tbe baby for another 11 
10.1 or f""I but labour began the following mor­

nm::, ulld after a very painful delivery in which 
',\e I" I ll1ueh blood, a baby boy (our first), 

riP d. 

1 ;bs 12oz. he was premature, but nevertheless 
_II Jrmcd and healtby, and was so described 

Ifl lhl~ r 'pon on the birth. Througbout Sunday he 
1I but during the following night A. be­

< I \ I orrioo when he cried for a long time. for 
, JPpar~nt rca~on. The nurses paid no attention 

h'm and when A. appealed to the junior 
tn~m to do something. this person after a 

I. 11 )I look ucclared that the baby was all right. 
,ltd nOt have the nerve to distu rb the slumbers 
ht enlOf night nUIse. in the hope of a more 

T . m·Il,.::d cpmion. The latter had earlier in the 
h0\ n ha determination to enjoy her 
)nrming the patients in the ward that 

f \>.10 troublesome--and that tonight she 
I d hrou"hl a "tick to beat those that worried 

m:Lolbre jest perhaps: but scarcely are· 
I e )mfort and confidence to the an­

h. d otha worries too. The stench in thl! 
\1.1 ,ljl,,:h that ~ltC had to a~k for the \vinuo\\s 

o 'rctll'd In clear the: air :l Iiulc. She cou ld 
I ldl, 'm.lgine tht: germs being swaJlowed by 

I "')1 t:alh breath -\nd Wh.lt would happ.;n 
, ,tl!.': \vomcn who had lost their babies 
houlJ ~uJd nl) Ix:come hystencal,? These by no 

III 'II 1I1ot jCll fear~ combi.ned to d~prive A 
I [,~ sic p [hat night. But the enlry against her 

the nt ·lil' .. nurse's log rcads ~oml'thing 
I ht:r ,\~nJ haby slept soundh. both m 

let the only one. y. ho ~lep[ 

IU(lOlmg r.:lby's breathing had oc(omc 
\ \';3· e\en more alanned nnd entreated 

• h"\ do '\omcthing about It doctor 
\bOUl q a.m., looked al the baby. 

1 Ihtng to tbe nurse, said nothing 
\\; I t H'f VI Ao. and went off. The nurses said 
h t anotht'f JO~tOf (prcsumably a pediatncian) 

"lui ... ~uon I;Otnl She asl..ed repeatedl}. ;11ways 

getting the reply "He will soon come." Well, he 
did come-around 1 p.m.-and it was only after 
this time that they started giving extra oxygen to 
the ba by. I came in at visiting time. 4.30 p.m. to 
find A. sitting on the edge of her bed weeping, 
saying tbat baoy wasn't well, and telling me tbe 
things I've just recounted. Numbed and sick at 
heart. I went to make my useless complaints to 
tbe nurse. Sbe sbowed me tbe log book and its 
fantastically distorted account of the previous 
night's events in an attempt to prove that baby's 
illness had only started ve ry recently. Anotber 
doctor appeared at abou t this time. He wen t 
into tbe nursery with the nurse, presumably looked 
at tbe baby. but wben be came out said nothing 
to A. or to myself, and moved off to more 
pressing business elsewhere. Some ten minutes 
later I came back to see the nurse writing some­
thing at her desk. I asked how tbe baby was. 
She went in to see. came back looking at her 
watch (it was 5 p.m.) and uttered the chilling 
words: "The baby's deau. Very sorry. Come back 
tomorrow to coUect it." and returned to her 
writing. 

That's a bare account of our experiences in your 
hospital. It is no doubt new and beautiful when 
viewed from the outside, but {he cockroaches 
which scamper through its modem bedside lockers 
are a symbol of the dirt and confusion within . 
We were appalled by tbe indifference, callousness 
and/ or incompetence of almost all the officials 
with whom we came in contact. [rom watchmen 
to doctors. (The exceptions were two or three 
nurse.." whose kindncss brought great consolation). 
And. may the Lord save us, thi" is \ .... here lhc 
new generation of doctors is being trained. 

Trouble begins for the Maternity Hospital pa­
tient with the first encounter at tbe Cards Desk. 
The spa;lac1e of the saucy girls who adorn this 
place insulting women old enough to be their 
mothers LS disagreeable to the c"\tremc. I'm sure­
{his kmd of behaviour would nol be h.)lerated were 
it not so commonplace. Then comes the intermina­
ble wait for the doctor. Interminable. that i~, for 
those not fortunate to be of a different race from 
1\. or to know i.he doctor personally The amount 
of help and sympathy which the grear man, once 
leached, \\ ill be prepared to bestow is unprediC­
table. but likely to be disd.ppointing. r.\C!ntuaJly 
the da~' may come iOi admission to the wards. 
The !:.u::ky few arc let into Heaven. up near the 
sky. on the Sixth Floor. We made repeated en­
qUJ ries about this fabled Paradise and in the early 
part of A's stay receIved assurances frolll ""41jOlIS 
people th~t A would soon be moved up-but 
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the promised ascension never took place. Now 
of course I blame myself that I didn't pester the 
life out of the remote authorities to force her 
removal from the proletarian Third. 

The unfortunate majority drift into Purgatory 
and are thereafter very hard to find. A's name 
never appeared on the ground-floor chalk-board 
at any time during her stay. I wondered whether 
the names displayed there, purporting to be those 
of the inmates, in their respective beds, are not 
imaginary names thougbt up by some nurse to 
impress tbe visitors to some hospital occasion, 
and subsequently left tbere through inertia. At 
a time when my son was within half-an-hour of 
death a nurse on the same floor as A couldn't tell 
me where to find her. She had been moved, her 
former bed was empty, and for all I knew she 
might have been 'anywhere in the hospital. Fortu­
nately A. saw me going past the door of her new 
room, and called me. 

The quality of the food came as an unpleasant 
shock to A. Don't tbe planners of the so-called 
"diet" ever look at those ruce cheerful posters 
that the Nutrition Board used to publish: "Eat 
some of each of these foods every day"? Probably 
nutritional advice has been abandoned. One gets 
this impression from the empty rejected-looking 
desk in the ground floor waiting room; labelled 
"Nutrition", and" A weU~baIanced diet", I woo­
der whetber anyone ever goes tbere, and if they 
did, what on earth they would be told. Mean­
while in the hospital kitcbens it's kenkey and 
stew, koko and bread, or kontomire and kenkey. 
(One day, as a treat, each patient had half a 
boiled egg.) No fruit. No milk, except at the rate 
of one drop per gallon in tbe tea. No variety. 
Nothing to suggest an awareness that the women 
in tbe Maternity Hospital are in a condition where 
they need better food tban at any other time in 
their lives. The warder wbo guards the lift, sear­
ches bags to make sure tbat no food is brought in; 
perhaps this might give an unfair advantage to 
some women over others in tbe struggle for sur­
vival . 

The Sisters should not escape mention. There 
seem to be a disproportionate Dumber of these 
people-so many of them in fact tbat none of 
them bas enougb nurses to give orders to. They 
consequently are reduced to congregating in little 
groups where their loud and raucous conversation 
detracts from tbe splendid impression given by 
their immaculate white uniforms. To be fair, some 
of the Sisters are helpful and competent. Wben 
A. was to be given a blood transfusion, a number 
of nurses tried their luck at getting tbe tube into 

her vein. They tried the inside of her elbow with. 
out success, and then her wrist and forearm. Her 
veins, apparently, are slippery. Soon she was 
beginning to feel as full of boles as a .well.used 
dart-board. A Sister interrupted this display of 
inferior marksmanship, and with great skill, hil 
the bull's eye first time! 

Now it's visiting time and a long comes Dadd\ 
with the small children who have been worryini 
about whe .. Mummy is, and want to make sure 
she is alright. He is frustrated by an illitera~ 
watchman who pulls out a crudely-chalked notice 
telling him to take the children away. He can'1 
leave them by themselves; he can't get in louch 
with his wife to tell her of his pred'icament; there 
is no superior authority within reach that he could 
appeal to. Nothing for it but to go back borne and 
try again alone, next day. A woman who is kepi 
in hospital for a month or more presumably never 
sees ber children throughout tbe whole of lhis 
time. Is this total ban on children really necessary' 
There may be some medical justification, bul the 
psychological results for mother as well as for 
children can only be deplorable. 

It is standard practice in more hygienic hospi· 
tals (for example Takoradi) to wash the babIC, 
and wrap them up well immediately after deli· 
very. But at Korle Bu, A was shocked during 
her long stay in the labour ward to see one oe\\ 
baby after another being dumped, fresb and naked 
onto the same sheets, in the same cot. sometimes 
before the previous occupant had been removed, 
and being left there uncovered for considerable 
periods of time. Perhaps tbe staff sbare the philo· 
sopby of tbe ancient Spartans-newborn babies 
wbo cannot withstand bardship do not deserve 10 

live. 

Which brings me to premature babies. Are there 
no special cots, incubators, germ-proof rooms etc 
for these babies at Karle Bu? If no~ the lack 
seems scandalous in a supposedly modem hos· 
pital. If there are-why was my baby not put inlo 
one? I came away with the distinct feeling that 
premature babies are not expected to live anyway 
so no particular care is taken of them. My baby'· 
death certificate states tbat he died of pulmonarl 
obstruction due to atelactasis (failure of lungs to 
expand, or collapse of expanded lung.) I am per· 
baps not qualified to quibble over tbe diagnosis of 
tbe learned doctor who signed tbe form, but the 
baby's lungs certainly expanded sufficiently alter 
birth to enable him to live for two days, and to 
cry for a great part of one nigbt. I can't imagine 
wby they should later GOllapse. In any case, there 
was no post-mortem. 
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To end on a brighter note-1 was happy even-
d. ally to find at least one commodity which is still 
th ap in modern Ghana. A complete grave, dug 
'lit and rcady fo r tbe coffin. is yours for only 
ten lev.- pesewas! 

"H\T TYPE OF TEACHER? 

By 
E. K. Asamoah 

nit RE is mu\,:h talk nowadays about the present type 
f t..::ao.;ht.:r we find in our schoo ls. The remarks are 
It IboUl teachers having either low moral or low 

tand~rds or both. We often split hairs in an 
t find lhe underlying causes. The simple 

IS. who has produced such teachers? 
\! a r~nection of our society, for every 

I product of his society. Nvr can we 
difTcrcntly from the govemment which. 

a countI). 
mcn cannot help but observe the great 

;! emments at various periods in history 
) heir people. The damage is greater in 

)Unl ICS where the government is completely 
c! n::lics mainly on so-called experts to 

H Ihem. The government of Ghana has 
1 drihed along an ignorant path with regard 

! _I wi I:-.ducation, and it is time this was halted, 
nincnt cxamples we may agree with an edu­
h 1 -;:ilid rccently that most of the underlying 

rr~cnt cducationn! problems may be 
fHea listio.; proposals which previous go­

olishly accepted but have found im­
mcnl" It was Mr. J. R, Kwakwa, the 

the \ saciation of Training College 
1.L 1 \· ... ho 1:0 also chai..rman of the 
ht:r Training Council IN.T.T.C.). and his 

'r, din .• popcr on Tca.:her Education read 
'- nd Annual Delegates' Conference of the 

hi,-h \\<lS held at the Advanced Teacher 
({lIkgr.: \\ inneba, from tbe 12th to the 15th 

Ho,;rc lre example:. of the proposals ee-

111 Ordinano.;t: iSS" which attempted to 
rimar) ~..:ho·l's. lh.lt b. to open all pri­

'I. )Is ILl all children regacdtes .. of religion 
b CHl nlll ac..:ompanied by a eestatement of 

Illl an I purros\; 0 1 this secular hpe of educa­
I n I primary schoo l cdu..:ation, and since then 
h JJlt! d ,lImh::ssh a long, and lhc T raining Colle­
g ~ l\1 them Bdl'rc then al l edu .. :ation was in the 
" ,I ,,( ,,'hur .hcq and the chid aim of ..:du~lio{l 

";11 lI:acher-~techi'\ts. Re\. M. Suntcr, the 
t 'f of \h\lOls appointed b~ tht..: colOnial 

rcmarh-d in 1882 tbat ·'teac.hers were 
ub~'rJinate their tcal..hing to their work. 1I'i 

I do..:umcnt. "T ho!! ·\..:.:ele"rated Plan (If Edu­
has bf\lusht unt.,ld heada.:bes . The finlt 
)t thIS plan arc the stone-tbem .. 109 rioting 

h'l '""Instltule a new problem ior our 
In "'PIt loll one of its chief aims \\-hil..b \l,as 

tn ph.ddt:: !l sollnd foundation for citizenship, an 
d Ib ratc !),stem was SIi!l u p outside the classroom 
to ~\:'~ thc youth and corru pt tne }oung" Now we 

a re back to civic education. I n spite of the estima­
tion in the document by the so-called educat ional 
experts that ",im an addi tion of ten new training 
colleges 10 the eigb teen existing ones in the country 
and the doubling in SiLt:: of six of them there would 
be enough trained teachers fo r all children at schoo ls. 
today there are over 80 training colleges and there 
are 35,000 pupi l teachers in the field as against 17,000 
trained teachers. Unti l now things have been left to 
deift along aimlessly, For some unknown reasons 
the report of the Amissab Committee in 1963 
on pre-university education which was duly submitted 
was never published. The Kwapong R eport is being 

eagerly awaited and it is hoped "this report will make 
real istic proposals that can be implemented". 

Ha nding m"et l\-1issioro.ry Schools 

It is in the light of the above aimless drilt that the 
recent government proposals to band onr missionary 
schools to churches is to be viewed with dismay. As 
long ago as 1887 this country in theoI)' embarked upon 
a seculae l} pc of education-re-emphasized by the 1961 
Education Act. Whither are we drifting? One gets the 
impression that it is a move back to the cady missionary 
ideas to train teacbcrcatechists. which is impossible 
under a secular type of education. 

The main argument that Local Education Authorities 
lack. personnel is unconvincing because in the past the 
General ".Managers and Supervisors of Educational U nits 
were paid by the Centr.ll Government. Why not get 
such paid officers (or Local Authorities? I"ioreove r, 
in the past most of the so-called mission schools were 
built through communal labour provided by a wbole 
town, including h~thens, and regardless of religious 
denominations. This shows that people of Ghana them­
sehes understand the basic idea in ci ... ·ilised countries 
tbat schools belong to the community and tbat educa­
tion is quite sCp:lnte feom religion. II is the foreigners 
who bave destroyed this community idea by their rivalI)' 
and denominational indoctrination. Why should we allow 
this to continue? 

'\'e,," Type of Teacher to rcp13.\.c the Old 

TeaclJ.ee:Catecb.ist 

\\0.:; ma~ n(l\" indicate \\-hat type of teachee \"\e want. 
Under J secular S) st~m of education. our Teacher 
Education should ha\c as one of its aims to stress the 
social value of lhe tca.::her to the wbole community 
and not on I, to a particular section, the church. France, 
evcn tod3}. is primaJily a ...:ountry of small townships. 
and almllst 50 per cent of the population is to be 
classified as rural. Thus, the primary school teacber 
is c:-tpccted to organi1lc all kinds of activities and to lake 
a full and acthc part in local administration in lhe 
area he scn e:o. He needs both sodal insight and good 
and sound gencr.:d education. In Belgium all training 
collo.:g~ arc notcworth~ in that they pay parl1cular 
attention to thc local ,-""US1orm. of the area tn which 
heir studcn!s arc !"ter likely to sen c. It is tblS type 

Qr the pnmaI) scbool h:achcr w .... \\-ant now, not the 
(lid tea.::hee catechist type. 

F0f tmpro\ ement 01 moral and academic quality 
(If tea.:h..:rs the admi"5ion of training college students 
m:l) I:-c modlfied to include not only aptitude tests and 
lOlcryiC"\\-'S but also confidential testimonials from pre­
VIOUS s.:hools. Further to pcom(ltc professIOnal effi­
Clcnq, a more careful choice of heads of institutions 
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should also be made, not by the "buying-post" system 
or by mere recommendation but by training and com­
petitive examinations in education administration in 
addition to a past record of efficiency. 

Book Review 

THE RISE & FALL OF KWAME NKRUMAH: 
A STUDY OF PERSONAL RULE IN AFRICA 

(pRAEGER, 1966) 

Reviewed by 

S. Ryan 

OF THE several books that have appeared on !he 
subject of Politics in Ghana during the Nkrumah 
period, Henry Bretton's, The Rise and Fall 01 
Kwame Nkrumab is certainly the most provoca­
t ive and controversia l. It is a very lively a nd read­
able book, and is relatively devoid of tbe jargon 
that characterises so much of American social 
science literature today. The book, an angry and 
forceful polemic against Nkrumab, will doubt­
lessly be welcomed by tbose who suffered or who 
believe tbey suffered during tbe CPP era. So 
radical is it in its denunciation of Nkrumab that 
someone bas suggested, ratber impla usibly, that 
it was inspired by the N.L.C. 

The book is by no means a definitive study of tbe 
Nkrumah era. Its basic weakness is its complete 
lack of balance and objectivity. Indeed, so heavy 
handed is the analysis that it may prove to be as 
embarrassing to critics of Nkrumah as it has 
been to friends. The study is for the most part 
an exercise in pseudo-scholarly muckraking back· 
ed by inadequate and suspect documentation. 
Interestingly enough, Bretton himself admits tbat 
his book lacks objectivi'y. In a rare moment of 
candour, be concedes that his "evaluat ion of the 
overall effects of personal rule on 6hana are sub­
jective" and that his "selections were arbitrary". 
Bretton also warns that "neither the study nor the 
conclusions are meant to be definitive". But to 
gloss over this admission with the explanation tbat 
other accounts are equalJy subjective and arbi­
trary is oy no means a convincing excuse for 
sloppy analysis. 

To write a negatively critical study of Nkrumah 
is not a difficult exercise since there is so much 
to critioize. But by selecting for analysis only a 
limited sector of a larger and more complex pro­
blem-i.e. the limitations of personal rule (a 
concept not adequately defined by Bretton)-Bret­
ton bas been forced to distort reality. and ,to 

neglect a host of sa-lient variables such as Ihc 
nature of the society and the economy M 
domestic and international) within which NkI1l. 
mah bad te fu nction. That Bretton was aware of 
tbe pitfalls of his methodology is clear from h. 
admission. in an apparently belated footnote. tJut 
"the emphasis on Nkrumah's impact should not 
be taken to suggest that he was solely responsible 
for all the adverse c0nseq uences of Nkrumaist 
rule". Yet this is precisely what Bretton proceeds 
to do. It is as if one were to say that the tragedy 
of 'Nazi Germany was the responsibility of Hitler 
alone. On more than one occasion he makes unror. 
tunate comparisons between Hitler and Nkrumah. 
Nkrumah was neither a Hitler nor indeed a Lenin. 
but a tragic child of the African revolution with 
all its dreams and now all its frustrations. Nkru· 
mah's tragedy is an African tragedy, the mOSI 
egregious of the many that are being enacted 
across the face of the third world . I agree fuUy 
with A li Mazrui when he writes (Transition 32) 
that Nkrumah was a "vjct im of our dreams. 
the beast of burden on whom Africa piled her 
weighty hopes". 

Bretton's book sti ll deserves to be read if only 
as a long needed corrective to the propagand, 
that was so uncritically accepted by so many 
Nkruma ist fans. It also offers a frontal challeng< 
to muob of tbe optimistic and uncritical theori· 
zing about tbe role of the single party and the 
charismatic leader in the nation buildin.z process 
.in fragmented societies. Bretton flatly denies thaI 
personal rule can be functiona l in the nation 
building process since the nature of personal rule 
inevitably means that the leader becomes more 
concerned about his machine and personal survival 
than in the goal of nation building. as if the two 
are clearly separated in other political system, 
Nkrumah's style of rule, Bretton argues. contri· 
buted to political and moral decay in Ghana ra· 
ther than to development. Nkrumah destroyed 
everything worthwhile that was left by the Bri· 
tish and left nothing but cbaos in his path. Nkru· 
mah certainly destroyed, but to say almost un· 
equivocally, and without adequate substantiation, 
that Nk'rumah left little that was positive is I 
think to be partisan in the extreme. If nothing 
eise, Ghanaians have received an education in the 
relevance and significance of politics which few 
new nations ean boast of, and it may yet be that 
future 'generations of Ghanaians will say that like 
Stalin, Nkrumah was a necessary evil. This may 
indeed be a case where, to use the wordS of a 
Canadian journalist. J. W. Dafoe, ... ne'er should 
the living of the living judge for too blind the 
affection or too fresh tbe grudge." 
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Miscellaneous 

THE ROAD TO AFRICAN UNITY 

By 

J. Mawu se Dakc 
lJoh'c.t;;it) of Science and Technology, Kumasi 

J r 1 probably correct to assume tha t an overwhelming 
m.1jorit} of Africans who C'He to express th emselves on 
thl; subject havc accepted thc pri nciple of a United 
AfriLa The polit ical and economic implications of a 
wllh-d Atrica include an integrated African economy 
Jnd r the manag.:!ment of an acceptable political o rgani -
7 ,., 1 \ccept.:m..:e of a culturally heterogeneous United 
\11u .. would allow for mino rity interests within the 
"lnr,ncmcnt of an established or conventional code of 

d beha, jour. 

The Basis for Uni ty 

P,ln-,\frican concept may not be new. LiJ...e all 
hum.:: n nn pb Pan-Africanism has had its apostles. 
11 tt I lmLnt huwever inv(llyes more than propaganda. 
M r ('3.r\"l,':\'. one of the earlier exponents. is d.ead 

111 pre I nt and futur\! Pan-African activists. The sig­
rH1, ,1II and hl1pcful po int however is thal the idea has 

H e t by ~o long a~ the concept nourishes and grows 
1 3r. hI;, rts its attainment is only a matter of time. 

od ml!thod of atlninment will be determined 
.IILs dedication to the principle and unambiguous 
ring If h',O fundamental questions: Is African 

~ECESS1TY or of CONYENfENCE1 

urpmiog nlld tnd~~·d. disturbing that although 
1 '\dcr 'all<.. 01 African Unity at e\cry concei\a­

nIl most ot them do not appear to have 
thl;ffiSt'l\es sufficiently to these important qucs­

it I1mll.,. helicved that until these hvo quc!itions 
r ~l II t:h <tnJ uocqui,ocnlly resolvcd there cannot 

Log r 1 ll,;ssity i!S indi .. pensablc. Jt is a qnc qUll 
r "Hlsfaction. H is a prerequIsIte to 

Il \, lllo.:iH e.f .111 objecti\e but su('"cess is J>I.)~')ible 

1 thlfd.He. employed only when ur..:nms-
f u""able. The alii tude l.f the maJMI' of 

'S lw:\rth Afncan problems gi,es the Im­
t h., C l!I<.·,.!ptwo although none ha~ '10 far 

pl, I \) fpl dis.::arding the idt:a untIl I..ir.::um.\­
ht: m fllHlurablc "The so·called moderntcs.. 
I) .' t 1..'( the French speaking slAtes. Uberia. 

p. liP t.hana in "aried degrcC3 appear to (all 

lh 

fh.~ I eW">GS of Histor) 

1 cie eDl \r\.. '\ do not pro\ e the 'Superiority of one 
n. f'pu.m 0\ er the other rhe: bisINit~!> of other p.!IJplc:s 

In J of lmr 1)"1'1\ paSi c.an, however. be 3 guide, It must 
mphasllcd b~n! that a LOIon .>f groups of peoples 

is not an end in itself. It is a means towa rd the fulfil­
ment of the promise of a better life for the peoples in­
volved. It is imperative, therefore, that the conception 
of a United Afr il.<:l. Cannot be cha llenged. A strong 
promise for Africans. 

This should be the criteri on determining the commoo 
destiny. The politica l, economic and military promises 
of a United Africa cannot be challenged. A strong 
United Africa is a respected Africa. H onour and d ignity 
are the greatest need of Africans in the world today. 

History, like the Bible, can be quite mi sleading when 
quoled. since there a re quotable events to sui t ui fferent 
motives. H owever it appears ha rd ly possible to find in 
history a large effective political union which was 
founded with the approach of convenience. I t scems 
the fonnalion of such a Union always involves a good 
element of emotionalism. The two most powerfu l tin ions 
of today, the United States of America and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, under different circums­
tances. would apear to be formed as a maHer of necessity 
while the projected Western European Union is fo llow­
ing the line of convenience. Africa can probably learn 
from them irrespective of the different economic and 
political ideologies and backgrounds. 

Both the original United States of thirteen and modem 
Soviet Union came in the aftermath of bloody revolu­
tions. Slogans which today continued to be thei r unify­
ing forces were used. The Americans fought for and 
have been united in the defence of "freedom and liber­
ty". and the Soviets fought to overthrow !.he imperialism 
and feudalism of !.he Czars nnd have been united fo r th e 
creation of a "classless society", Whether the promises 
of the revolution have been or will ever be fulfilled in 
each case is debatable. The faci remain:.. howe,-er. that 
thcy haye kept the peoples together. The slogans were 
suited for their historical and prevailing circumstances. 

The attainment of a United Europe by W3)' of the 
European Common Mark.et awaIts convenient circums­
tances. This includes when it becomes convenient fo r 
Prance to accept the challenge of Britain's economic 
competition. The Europe3n~ are yet to find the unifying 
war cry. 

Th.e WUl to Successful Unity 

1 he above obsenations would indicate that two 
elements are neccssa.ry for the ~uccess!ul launching of a. 
l.'nited Africa: a slogan for the masses supporting a 
rational ob}ecti\C, plus the will and capacity Centuries 
of exploi13tion and the threat posed to :\.frican dignIty 
by Salazar, \'oster, Smith and others should ha"e been 
enough to provide a tilting slogan. ACricanness must 
be preserved: but the will and capacity to presen'e and 
be just Africans is pathetically lack.ing. Even undcr 
lhe sC"crest threats to Africa'~ sun'tval. Africans yacilla­
te .1nd. indeed. betray themselves. We hopclcsly chase the 
mirage of full stOfn.achs, undcf">t3.ndably but mislc.:ldingly 
qu<)ting Naro.)\can that an army marches on its stoma ... h. 

E\ents generally on the African continent ~uggesl thaI 
circumstances and motives cf the dar~ of Cecil Rhodes 
in SoUlhcrn AfriC\ nnd the Bond of 1844 in West Airic.l 
haye not .::hangcd The caso! of Dr. HasllOgs Banda's 
relationship .... ,th Voster pro\idc~ 3 titung eumple. 
A white man who cannof worship in the same church 
wlth a blackman bUl ~ho can sit at the same negoti(ltmg 
table with him must k.now ,cry well that it sen(;s bis 
purpose to do so. As the Bnush used the southern 
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chiefs and people of the Gold Coast after the Bond of 
1844 to subdue tbe patriotic and fighting Asbantis, 
Voster sooner or later will use Banda to destroy other 
Africans and Africanoess. 

Africa has haa a unique opportunity to be united 
wilhout recourse to a violent revolution. Whilst it is 
desirable for a ll Africa to be one-and that should be 
the ultimate aim- it is not necessary that all the states 
come together at once. Thjs is hardly possible. The 
United States of America is a most suitable example. 
Most people do not have the courage and self confidence 
to face up to the prospect of difficulties. It takes a few 
resolute people to do great deeds. Others will join in 
only when success is obvious. 

In the opinion 0] this writer a retu rn to Casablanca 
and Monrovia types of a lignment wiH not be detrimen­
tal. Those African countries who are convinced of the 
immediate NECESSITY of a politically united Africa 
and have the will and capa0ity should go ahead and 
make a start. The more dynamic and successful groups 
will eventually obsorb the others so long as the desire 
to unite all Africa remains. . 

It appears, however, that if the stalemate continues 
and the ('hopeless chase after the mirage of individual 
greatness" persists, an African Washington or Lenin is 
bound to arise. The conceivable result is a holocaust. 
Africa can and must! avoid what the Cbinese did. Un­
fortunately, however, one can almost feel it approaching. 
Many young Africans predict it and possibly Chou 
En Lai was r ight when he said Africa was ripe for a re­
volution_ Can African leaders prove him wrong? 

KW ADWO KW A'S MANIFESTO 

By 
Kwame Arhin 

I WAS last nigh t visited by my friend Kwadwo Kwa, 
who came in literally shaking with excitement. He 
wanted to issue a manifesto. Kwa is an old classmate who 
was prevented ~rom having University education by an 
~nfortunate circumstance. He now occupieS a rather low 
position in one of the Ministries. 'Why, Kwa: I said, 
'1 did not know that you belong to a political party 
which, you would do well to remember, is proscribed 
by a decree of the National Liberation Council'. 

That's right', said Kwa, 'but this is not the manifesto 
of a political party. I merely wish to convey the feelings 
and wishes of my sort of people to the ruling authori­
ties'. 

'Who arc you r sort of people? ' I asked. 
'You should know', Kwa replied. 'However, shall 

describe 'my sort of people for the general benefit'. 

Kwadwo Kwa's Sort of People 

Kwa said: 'My sort of people are the lower middle 
class who occupy the lqwer positions in the civil 
service, the state enterprises. and the commercial houses. 
We share with the " proletariat" the bed-sitters of the 
dinghy alley-ways of Accra; we compete with them for 
seats on the buses and on the 'tIo-tro' trucks ; and we 
resort together to the poorer, but more lively, sort of 
drinking-bars. Naturally we are a hybrid sort of group. 
We cberish the ideals of the 'elite' because we went to 
the same schools with them but we are, at the same 
time, the fellow~suflerers of the 'lower orders'. Having 

neither the favoura.ble family background nor the R:qui 

site educatiqnal qualifications for a leap for the 'good 
life' which in Gbana means the possession of call, l 
barem of beautiful women and well-furnished housec. 
we pin our hopes on the realization of a just SOcio­
economic system in which we shall be treated as rc pee 
ted citizens of the community and not as the paWIIl 

of politicians, the victims of the tyranny of petty 
officials. 

On Leadership 

'I shall briefly describe the type of leadership \\ 
want. We want an active and not a talking leadership 
We have heard so much talk that we are sick of it 
we suspect great talkers. We have become wise to the 
usual divergence between men 's professions and their 
actions. We want a firm leadership that can, for example. 
deal firmly with incompetent but tyrannical bureaucmts 
a leadership tbat does not merely talk of honesty bu! 
acts honestly; a leadership that rises above familt 
tribe or status; a leadership that wi Ii stop talking alilhat 
stuff about tradition and would not shrink from talifll 
stern measures to remove all traditional restraints on 
our economic and political progress; a leadership wiSt 
enough to realize that the true economic and polhiC3! 
emancipation of Africans everywhere depends on the 
unification of the ent ire continent of Africa. 

A Strong Government 

'We want a strong government. To us any talk of 
devolution of powers as a check on potentia l dictator· 
ships is a non~starter. In the long run, whether or rwl 
we have a dictatorship would depend on Ghanaialll 
themselves and on the sort of deals that succw;i\e 
governments dish out. If future governments are unwili' 
and pursue sectional interests the majority of Ghanaians 
mjght be disposed to respond favourably to a mob 
orator and not even the most elaborately entrcncb«l 
clauses would in themselves prevent the emergence 01 a 
dictator. 

'To us, also, the growing emphasis on 'rights' without 
a corresponding stress on correlative duties and respomJ' 
bilities is dangerous. Do we want to give all that elbow­
room to the individualist? I think not All that we rt­

quire is a machinery for peacefully changing a govern­
ment whenever we wish. Even the successful operalion 
of such a system would depend on the character of 
Ghanaians in general. Will Ghanaians be courageoul 
enough to protest against injustice or will they remllio 
amiable push-overs? Will they once again become 
willing clients in a patron~c1ient state or will they bf. 
come proud recipients of their due? 

The Primacy of Economic Conditions 

'We do not believe that any amount of leaturing wiU 
itself alter the dispositions of Ghanaians. What is ~. 
quired is a significant alteration in the material cood! 
tions at their existence. Hence, to us, the roost important 
single factor in the development ' of our rlational cham.: 
ter which will in tum detennine the sort of governme(\t 
that we do get is the sort of economic system that we 
have. We do not have to acquire the affluence of ~t 
rica. What is important is that we distribute the Ie (­
ov~r from the requirements of our economic develoP' 
ment in such a manner that all Ghanaians will feel that 
there is a measu re of economic justice. 

'We believe it is no use preaching 'rights' to a ~ 
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eaming six and sixpence a day. 'Rights' are not so 
important to a man ill-fed and indebted, who knows 
not where tomorrow's meals for himself and bis family 
would tum up from. Such a man i:s likely to let sleeping 
.id&fI he, to take care not to get entangled with the 
policeman or the bullying type of public official. 

Re-thinking our Economic Pollcy 
· 1 bus we want a government that will fe-think the 

fundamentals of our economic development and will 
realiz.e that. in the long run, we shall have to faU 
1>3('1.: on (Jur own human and natural resources. As far as 
we are concl!roed, the slarting-point of this p1:.n.ning 
rr,us! be agriculture. Even we, 'the lower middle class', 
~ :cv. with dismay the undeveloped character of our 
agri':::lJltural system which makes us go begging for rice 
nnd mall1o! while t.bere is so much land lying around 
and there is 50 much unemployment in the land. In this 
~f>r:nec.;li,m. we would look afresh at the state farms 
(,f lb.t,;. former -regime and fe-plan them on the basis 
llf groups of vi llages in which the chiefs and elders 
.... 0 III be tbe "",.wing spirits. 

1 h S III have :l double advantage. It might concei­
y .hiv halt the drift of population and contribute towards 
'he in\i.,lvement of al l and sundry in the national ceo­
,:111.1 rc 111l5lruction. 

Self- reliaot Ghana 
\0.:. would go slow on 'aid' and on opening our doors 

'00 ','ml, I) to outside investment. For, we must not 
flf u c nomic policies that would negate our self-

1 the equals ot othCf5 (which is the true mean-
n2 {If indeIX,ndence} by making fair Ghana the puppet 
,f .:1 t i.:aptains of industry . 

. \ 111 i relllind5 me. We want for the first time a go­
nt thal will utilize our human resources to the 

f'jll nd call in. only as a last resort., the so-called 
IX 01 "h one c.-m lay claim to mature independence 

\lwOl" CdUing in his neigbbours to settle his 
I p (bkm.s. 

Kwu's Motto 
.ur m()tlu would be: disciplined. fon.vard­
ernmcnl, a sclf·rel i:l.Ol Ghana which will 

11 ps ~rallually, but finnl)' , towards the goal of 
I 1\1 JU5t1C~'. the foundation oi a truly tree social 

I S\1<;H:(} 

E pilOi:ue 
KW 'nl ht:d spcaLtng. Silently we w~nt to bed. But 

f, r tin!;' thmk.ing that if Kwa represents the 
Cf middle class, I shou ld m.e to know 

nuld think. Would they be that broad 
, .. ,k) Or h It true that Kwa's group 1S 

pre ... "tati\\:: of the New Ghana? 

POEM 

"IGffi' HUNTERS 

}ki sky fills the heaven,-
Ina doJuds are banked up high, 

Th .bmr ..... "'nn o.:.arth \' ield~ its primitive smell 
ntn v \11 d rums amI pul es and a life foregone. 

"th~ Ir I:. noth:n~ hut 15 \i.ully ahn~. 
t> L .' IllS underg rowth guards 

A thou ) nd mseo.;t1 which waLe to hunt the Dight 

nd th" h('l{ blooded ftL'Sh of man 
'\Vho .. :0",,, hi' ardour in the cool pool of night 

"8rooya MauD (MillS) 

GIL BEY'S GIN 
is made ' in Ghana 

Gilbey's Gin is only ODe of the 
many fine drinks made by Wine 
& pirit Distnbutors (Gbana) 
Limited. You can also get 
Henkes Schnapps. Duncan's 
Whisky, Queen Elizabeth Gin. 
Reine Marie Brandy. Krimskaya 
Vodka, Mario Vennouth. All 
these fine quality drinks are made 
in Ghana 

Sole Di.Hributors:-

WINE & SPIRIT DISTRIBUTORS (GHANA) LTD. 
P.O BOX 34t2. ACCRA TELEPHONE 65898. 

LTO!WSD 2(162-4 
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Drama 
PRESERVING OUR CULTURE-THE 

ADZIDO DANCE TROUPE 

,By 
K. E. Senanu 

ABOUT a fortnight ago. a new group of profes­
sional dancers. whose repertoire covers hoth tra­
ditional and modern popular Ghanaian dances. 
made their debut at the Arts Centre in Accra. 
after a private performance at the Bukom Night 
Club of tbe Continental Hotel. The group is 
called Adzido and one understands that its work 
is being sponsored by Quarmyne Associates Inc. 
Mrs. Shirley Quarmyne. wife of one of the Di­
rectors of Ghana Television. is reported to be 
the live spirit behind the group. 

I believe this group is the first of its kind in 
Ghana. and it may prove a very unique and 
outstanding one if the professional standards they 
seem to have set for themselves are maintained 
and developed. 

There are. of course. otber professional groups 
developing in and around Accra. Tbere is the 
Legon Ensemble. associated with the School of 
Music and Drl'ma. who have been doing re­
markable work under Mr. Opoku. And there are 
a number of small-scale amateur groups connected 
with the Arts Centre. But what seems to be unique 
about the Adtido Group is. first of all. ils private 
and untramelled sponsorship; secondly. the appa­
rent rigour of its commitment to professional artis­
tic standards and. finally. its secularism. in spite 
of its homage to things sacred. 
. Let me elaborate. As the introductory notes 
handed to invitees at tbe private performance in 
tlle Bukom Night Club indicates, Adzido al­
ready has a very impressive collection of dance 
instruments - drums. gongs. rattle, xylophones 
-"which is itself a collection o~ Ghanaian art." lts 
repertoire of traditional dances is drawn from all 
the main tribes of Ghana- Ashanti. Ga. Ewe. 
Lobi. Dagomba. Akwapim, Ga-Adangbe. etc. To 
have worked so quickly. so efficiently. and so tho­
roughly towards assembling and equipping a 
dance group. does not only reveal a tenacity of 
purpose, an unflinching commitment to an idea; 
it also reveals. I think. the advantages of being in 
a position to command private resources, even 
if these are limited. How far tbe future need to 
replenish such resources. througb commercial 
success, might lead to a compromising of the ri­
gorous standards set at present for the group is 
perhaps something which need not concern us 
at the moment. Suffice it to say tbat Adzido is 

making an excellent success of its res@urces at the 
moment. 

This comes out in both the vitality and the 
subtlety of tbe performances given at the Bukorn 
Night Club and at the Arts Centre. Linked by 
an illuminating narration from Miss Drid Wil. 
liams, the group offered 'vignettes' out of its It 

pertoire of traditional dances. 
Popular ballroom dances tend to hide tbtU 

earthy and folk origins. Perhaps tbe Tango stiD 
expresses something of tbe male sexual aggre.s,. 
veness of Latin America. Our Highlife. in spite 01 
its seductive hip movements, has escheWed 
tbrougb secularisation. its affinities witb its pre. 
decessors the Okpii. the Kokomba, the Osibi. 
Saba. the Oya and. even recently, it has lookoi 
askance at its second cousin the Kpanlogo. Tho;. 
wbo bave been struck by tbe contagious do ... 
bEat rbythms of the Highlife. which sweep e\OJ 

the oldest couples onto our ball-room UOOll. , 

ould have discerned tbe links of the highlil,' 
witb these predecessors as tbey are being presen· 
ted in Adzido's repertoire. The forms are discerni· 
ble; but what is more. the frenzied orgiasl,. 
medley whicb was associated with tbe cult·wo,· 
ship and the cult-dance "Osibi-Saba" in the I •• 
forties. throws a fascinating light on the phoDome· 
non of the Higblife. Who would have thought tbt 

Oh No ! Don't believe 
the things said about us. 
Just be an Honest 
Thomas and "PUSH" 
your car into our hands. 

Come to 

MARK COFIE ENGINEERING 
LIMITED 

Ring Road West 
Industrial Area, 
P.O. Box M. 120, 
Phone 66532, 
Accra. 
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ophisticated' Ghanaians yield tbemsejves to these 
r'~rmanent origins of the dance when they join 
II] th~ Highlife. But this is what Adzido. and its 
.:i 11. : it..' directors have demonstrated with an un­

rightness, 

In jcmonstrating the process of secularisation 
·mnel"ion with the Highlife. the company 

1 ,~I cd a sufTicient reason for tbeir own idealo­
'?l I L·ommitmcnt. The group is commi tted to pre­

t.:J 'ID'! the dances which it has drawn from our 
~rl'..!Jli()ns in the fo rms in which they now exisl. 
r hi : r dc~ire is to a rrest the process of change. 
I nr t;;r l the classical fo rms of the Adowa and 

I ... kl)r J helieve this a well-mean ing. but 
£fIm tid, a misguided . comm itment Even if 

r r "sible within tbe urban and secularised 
II a hotel night club or of the commercial 
II It were possible to recreate the social 

which have always ci rcumscribed and 
to d large extent. the meaning of these 
til group wuultl sti ll have to cope \"ith 
"]n~ structure of feeling and quality 
11C audience which make secularisation 

inevitable. Tbe clearly articulated forms of the 
Agb~kor. for example, with body movements and 
posi lions recailing. tbe pitcbed battle. the field 
manoeuvre, the duel, the triumph of the conqueror 
are superbly rendered by tbe artistes o[ the group. 
But one could not help wondering whether these 
fo rms a re not in fact contextually circumscribed. 
How much of a communication is there between 
the performers and their urban. night club au­
dience? Will the group ultimately avoid making 
these dances museum pieces. not only for foreign 
audiences. but even for a n urbanised Ghanaian 
audience? 

One's hope of course is that this does not 
happen? But could it be that the real commit­
ment which is needed is to using the traditiona l 
fo rms in order to objectify tbat cbanged structure 
of feeling towards life in modern Ghana? Who 
wi ll have the courage or the vulgarity, to do this? 

Meanwhile the Adzido group has taken its 
stand and onc's memory of their performance is 
of a very rich harvest feast for those who care 
to participate. 

BEESH.\'I 
eDIt. T PAI'T 

TE'\I ATEX: 

prntcds ,our hom~ in all 
\\emhers Sr~Llally made to 
gi\t' aJtkd :-trcngth and is 
lnown f0r its durability 
qu.l1ities 
NCIO.14) p('r '\6 lb. Drum 

the emu]sion paint lhat makc-i 
\-our home come alive. \- Iade 
to last in hOl ciimate.'\ and 
,nailable in a range of 
exciting I.;OIOUfS:. 

"Co.lS per ~allon 

STATE PAL"" CORPORATIO:-', P.O. BOX l~, TE~IA. 
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THERE ARE THINGS WE DON'T TELL: 

LlKE-. 
(a) how far the LEGON OBSERVER travels 

in this country and around the world 

(b) how many people read the LEGON 
OBSERVER 

(c) who read the LEGON OBSERVER 

(d) etc. 
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