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inseparability of politics and economics can so often carry
with it. In the contemporary politics of the Third World,
especially, this tragedy is stark. Let us look at one or two
matters in point.

A few days ago Radio South Africa announced that
a local Anglo-American combine had just decided to
invest (another?) £30,000,000 in its Rhodesian trade.
In the immediate absence of facts proving or dis-proving
this claim one can only speculate as to whether this is true
or whether it is mere propaganda calculated to weaken
resistance against the illegality of the Smith regime. It could
well be sither; and, if proved, neither possibility would be
surprising.

Again, on October 12 a Johannesburg release warned
Britain about the latter’s Common Market membership
struggles, with their threat of eliminating the Common-
wealth preferences South Africa enjoys from Britain. Such
an outcome, said Economics Minister Jan Haak, would neces-
sarily result in a retaliatory loss to Britain of the Union’s own
preferences at present operating in favour of Mr. Wilson’s
hard pressed country. What is at stake in this “reciprocal
threat” is eye-opening: Britain consumes 32.3 per cent of
South Africa’s total exports, as the Union's best customer,
while South Africa helps the British economy with a (1966)
total purchase of 4.8 per cent of the latter’s exports. (No
doubt there are some balancing factors not explicit in this
“equation”, but, as it stands, it begs the question: “who
is bilaterally relying on whom for her balance of trade?”)

Thus Britain. America, and other Western Powers are
caught in a dilemma which, among individuals, would have
profound moral implications but which in international
relations, particularly those involving weaker nations with
stronger, can easily be converted into a thick smokescreen,
blotting out for the time being all moral vision. To change
the figure: the “Great” Powers perform wonderful magic
in almsgiving to and cheekpatting of the developing coun-
tries, with their right hand; and with their left they shuffle
furiously and deal out swiftly among themselves the trump
cards of international finance and capital.

So much so that they confuse and bewilder even astute (erst-
while) Pan-Africanists like Dr. Banda. who, understandably
pressed on all sides, does not now seem able even to distin-
guish between the politics of economic survival and the
perils of political gamesmanship.
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Politics

THE CASE FOR DISQUALIFICATION

By
A. Radix .

THE question whether ex-C.P.P. leaders and their
aclive collaborators should be disqualified or dis-
franchised is so fundamental, not only to the
fufnre political system of this country but also
10 our whole way of life, that the debate it has
recently engendered should be welcomed as a sign
of a new awareness. Whatever so intimately affects
our future is worthy of vigorous debate. For this
yery reason it is important that we should be
elear about the issues involved. Such clarity can
only be obtained by examining the question in
the Tight of cool rationality, unencumbered by
sentimentality

Ihe case for disqualifieation or disfranchise-
ment is based on the very justification of the coup.
For years the CPP had so mismanaged the affairs
ol the country, so damaged the economy, so dis-
sipated public funds, so looted the public treasury.
¢l the people and thus prevented them
ving its mistakes and undoing its da-
hort, the CPP had so abused its power
ame absolutely essential to overthrow
il by force, Since the coup the country has been
painlully trying to put things right, first by trying
fo pet the economy back on the right path and,
by trying to lay such foundations as
sould ensure far as humanly possible, that
thase misdeeds would not in future recur. The
faety that were known before the coup and those
thal have come out since then make it clear be-
vanid doubt that those who were directly responsi-
Ble for these misdeeds have proved themselves
witerly unfit to hold public office. Violence is done
to the state if its future is entrusted into the hands
if people who are capable of such gross and
teprehiensible misbehaviour.

The argument for disqualification or disfran-
whisement is not based simply on the ground that
the culprits were guilty of betrayal of public
trust. That, us has rightly been pointed out, is
nol enough Lo serve as a basis for disqualification
ar disfranchisement. The argument is based rather
mnore praperly on the ground that the CPP leaders
wete gullly of a type of betrayal of public trust
thut makes i impossible, if not dangerous, ever
agein 1o entrust the running of the country into
their unworthy hands. The type of betrayal that
{s here contemplated is clear enough although it
is not capable of precise formulation. (What im-
portant concept in pelities or law is capable of
such formulation?) It is not merely that the CPP

secondiy

established a dictatorship or a one-party state:
or that it appointed unworthy people, even ex-
convicts, to places of high responsibility carrying
with them control over vast sums of money: or
that, by making state corporations the prize-
objects of “gaping sycophants”, it ruined the eco-
nomy of this country. It is not even the betrayal
involved in making a Messiah of an ignoble and
patent fraud that is the justification of disqualifi-
cation or disfranchisement. Iit is something that is
infinitely more reprehensible. It can best be de-
fined by means of examples.
Examples of Fraudulent Practices

Consider this. A Prime Minister builds a coun-
try-house for £50,000 (NC100,000) of. his own mo-
ney—or so it was said. His own Cabinet then
buys it from him—using public funds, of course—
and then gives it back to him as a gift from the
nation—an action that is later publicly defended
by his Minister of Finance! In plain language,
the Prime Minister has benefited by £50,000 taken
fraudulently from the public coffers. The Prime
Minister involved was Kwame Nkrumah.

Again consider. A government sets up a body
separate from the Ministry of Education to put
up schools across the country, although it could

equally well use the Ministry for the same pur- "

pose. The Prime Minister then charges five per-
cent on all contracts awarded to put up such
schools. This is the story of the Ghana Educa-
tional Trust Schools. Another example? A party
forming a government establishes a party school
and uses government funds for this. An ex-“pilot™
boy is appointed head of this school. although
it is by ne means clear that he can even under-
stand what is to be taught in the school; and
he is paid a professor’s salary, plus other per-
quisites that are denied to real professors. Almost
all the teachers in the school are designated
Senior Lectures and paid as such. aithough not
one of them (at any rate the Ghanaians among
them) would qualify for even an assistant lecture-
ship in any of our Universities. A means of looting
the public treasury—that is the story of the Ideo-
logical School at Winneba! One more example.
M_.P.s supposedly elected to stand guard over the
interests of the country pass an amendment to the
Constitution stipulating that no one can stand
for the Presidency without the express consent
of the current President! That was the amendment
passed in 1965 by our illustrious parliament! One
need not recount here the revelations that have
been made by Commissions of Enquiry since
the coup, from the use of Nadeco as a bribe-
collecting agency to the use of high CPP officials
for the collection of bribes, and the most fraudu-
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lent conversion of public funds into private means.

All these acts, taken together, show a callous
and calculated attempt to treat the economy of
this country as the loot of a gang and to ensure
in diverse ways that no one has the right and
the opportunity to protest. It is submitted that
people who are guilty of such acts are utterly unfit
to be entrusted with the government of this coun-
try and that it would be culpable megligence to
entrust them with it.

Disfranchisement and Disqualification
Distinguished

So far no distinction has been drawn between
disqualification and disfranchisement in the course
of this argument. The distinction, however, is
important. Disfranchisement means that those
affected do not have the vote at elections; dis-
qualification means that the cuiprits are not per-
mitted to stand for election and are not qualified
to be appointed to policy-making posts. The pos-
session of the vote in a democracy such as we
want to build in this country is a fundamental
right; it is something a person must have simply
by virtue of his citizenship. To deprive him of
it is to deprive him of his citizenship and with
this his duty to pay taxes and to obey the laws
of the land. It is thus not easy to justify disfran-
chisement unless there is an intention to deprive
those affected of their citizenship.

It would appear therefore that in a democracy
nothing can deprive a citizen of his right to the
vote. But this cannot be said of disqualification,
for the recognition of a person’s ability to stand
for office is certainly not a right. To claim other-
wise would make nonsense of elections. It is pre-
cisely because we all cannot be M.P.s and Minis-
ters that we elect some of our fellow citizens to
go to Parliament. It is because we cannot all be
judges or managers of public corporations or
University Lecturers that we look for some ra-
tional criteria to distinguish between those who
are qualified to be appointed to these positions and
the rest. Yet if standing for office were a right,
everyone would be indiscriminately qualified for
every post. No one has a right to be a Cabinet
Minister or an M.P., any more than he has a right
to a Principal Secretary or the headmaster of an
elementary school. And a necessary qualification
for an M.P. or a Cabinet Minister is that, in view
of the trust placed in him, he should have a
sense of responsibility and integrity of character
above the ordinary run. Those who have already
shown themselves incapable of possessing these
qualities have thus disqualified themselves.

To prevent a person from standing for an office
for which he is unfit is not to deprive him of any

right. In this particular instance, however,
sometimes claimed that it is not the particy
person affected who is denied a rightB
electorate that is deprived of the right to o
whaqm they like. This argument cannot stand,
three reasons. First, a look at any numbe
electoral laws shows that the electorate has g
claimed this particular right which is being Clmqm‘
ed for it. It has always accepted, on varioy
grounds, that certain people must be exl
from Parliament. Secondly, it must be recogii
that in a predominantly illiterate society like
where elections are a recent phenomenon,
electorate must be protected against the corruplig-
influence of those who have amassed weallh
through the corrupt use of their power Mi
should this protection be foisted on the peapk |
for, thirdly, the provision disqualifying peopl
should be submitted to the electorate in a refées
dum after consideration by a Constituent Ass |
bly. It would of course have to be withdrawi i
it is rejected in the referendum.
Arguments against Disqualification

An argument often brought against the i
of disqualification is that all of us Ghanaii
contributed to the rise of the CPP and ifs miii
tenance, and that therefore we are all responsib
for its misdeeds. We are all therefore guilty andit
is wrong to punish some and leave others ok
What about the police and the soldiers who s
forced orders? What about the civil servail
who carried out policies? And the intellecluih
who either launched books or did not speak ail*
And, also, the ordinary people who did nof el
rise in a bloody revolt or vote the CPP ouf! [
good measure, we may also ask about the ot
who had the opportunity of poisoning all i
CPP big wigs but didn’t. And the dirvers and i
aeroplane pilots who did not engineer fatal 86
dents. Or the farmers who by producing o
helped sustain the dictatorship instead of Stanilt
the populace into a realization of its right.

The argument is persuasive. Granted that &
unborn children were to some extent responﬁi_r
there is still the vital importance of recogiiAls
degrees of responsibility. To fail to do this EI
argue like a person with a bad conscience: [B4HE
one’s past one tries to drag everybody ifl0 ﬂﬂ‘
net somewhat indiscriminately. A band of bufit]
under a tough, domineering, unscrupulous lffid“ ]
burgles an old lady in the middle of the NS‘?L‘
The pathetic cries of the old lady g0 unlh
by both those wide awake in their beds and (6
on the street in front of the old ladys ho“? )
returning from the pictures. After some (e
police turn up, chase the burglars and

th

of
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arrest them. Is it sensible to argue that since
those in their beds and those in the street, by
failing to arrest the burglars, contributed to the
burglary they are equally guilty with the thieves
and their leader, and that therefore the thieves
should not be punished? That is essentially what
this particular argument against disqualification
boils down to.

Yet (he difference between those who take
orders and execute policy on one hand and those
swho formulate policy on the other, the difference
between those who work on the “outputs™ of the
palitical system and those who work on the “in-
puts™, is as clear as the difference between day
and night. Whilst not excusing any public officers
who enforeed clearly immoral or dangerous or
illegal orders. or executed similar policies, they
cannot be put at par with those who formulated
the policies, built the system, and used terror and
their control over the economy to browbeat the
officials into enforcing their orders. It is not
argued Lhat apybody who ever joined the CPP
should be disqualified. That would be unjust,
vindictive and impracticable. What is being argued
i5 that those who formulated the policies of the
(PP or directly maintained the system, those who
were the major political arms of that villainous
party, should be disqualified: members of the
Central Committee, Cabinet Ministers, M.Ps, Lec-
turers of the Ideological Institute, District Com-
wissioners, high party officials and high officials
of the so-called “integral wings” of that party,
and those of the Rogue Dictator’s personal securi-
Wy sarvice (Ambrose Yankey's outfit).

It is sometimes also argued, not always with
logie. that only those who are convicted in the
courts of law should be disqualified or disfran-
chised. Not to do so is to violate the rule of law
or the due process of law. This argument is more
& lribute 1o its professors’ knowledge of legal
vules than to their wisdom in dealing with a con-
orefe situation against a particular background.
For filteen years the law of this country was
moulded by the CPP, and it is not necessary to
add that it was done in their interest. It is futile
therefore to depend solely on this very law in
rving to clip their wings: many of them will
eseape through the net. The only way to catch
them in court is to pass ex post facto laws, that
is, 1o puss laws now and backdate them to cover
actione done in the past, or (o backdate some of
the laws passed by the CPP for others. as the
N.L.C. did in the Leventis case. But no sooner is
this done than a hue and cry is raised in defence
of the rule of law, since ex post facto laws are
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generally held to be incompatible with it. In reality

the argument boils down to leaving the CPP lea- -

ders alone to enjoy their loot, and at any future
date worm their way back to power. Clearly this
will provide no warning to any future politicians
who may be tempted to abuse their power, loot
the public coffers, and terrorize the population
into submission.

Three other objections are sometimes brought
up which can be dismissed more easily: that dis-
qualification is vindictiveness, that it sets a dan-
gerous precedent, and that it argues a lack of
tolerance. If vindictiveness were the reason, some-
thing more drastic than disqualification would be
needed. It is elementary prudence which demands
that those who have proved themselves utterly
unfit for office should be prevented from laying
any more violent hands on the office, and that a
salutary lesson for future politicians should be
set. The precedent that is being set is that a politi-
cian who grossly and manifestly abuses his power
must be prevented from holding office again.
There is nothing dangerous in this; on the con-
trary, it is an entirely happy precedent. As for
tolerance, it is a universal virtue we must all
admire and strive to achieve, but even tolerance
must be exercised with restraint. It is foolishness,
not virtue, to put a self-confessed thief in charge
of vast sums of money, and a country that fails to
enforce high standards of integrity on its leaders
is doomed to eternal failure.

The Economy

IN OUR Iast issue, we published the first of a
series of groups of articles on agricultural policy.
Dr. La Anyane ex d three issues—systems of
agricultural production, marketing and farm pri-
ces, and food aid; and Prof. F. T. Sai dealt with
food policy in an article, “Food, Nufrition and
Agriculture” published in two instal it

In this issue we present the concluding instal-
ment of Prof. Sai’s article and an article on Crops
by Mr. Doku. In subsequent issues, other special
contributors will deal with other aspects of agri-
cutural policy.—Editor.

FOOD, NUTRITION & AGRICULTURE—I
By
F. T. Sai
(Professer, Ghana Medical School)
THERE is an overall deficit of calories, made
worse in some areas by periodic food shortages.
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The smallness of the deficit hides the plight of
small children and special groups such as the
school child who has to walk long distances to
school, the woman who has to work long hours on
the farm and heavy manual labourers with small
incomes. A major preblem is that of overall pro-
tein needs. The majority of the population does
not appear to have enough protein, what protein
they do have is generally from one source, and
therefore lacks in some essential amino acid.
Animal proteins liardly feature in many diets;
and the protein problem is most serious for the
pre-school child.

The theoretical basis of any food policy is there-
fore:

1. Increase the availability of calories to cover the
present deficit, and make room for expansion fo
meet the population growth demands.

2. I the duction and of pulses
and legumes Whlch are better source of profeins than
the staples and cbeaper than animal foods, while
starting on pouliry and fishery expansion.

Increase the production and consuniption of green
vegetables and fruits by all especially by those in the
savapa fype areas.

&

Identify the specially vulnerable groups and make
special plans for their protection.

&

The Production of Calories

It is known that much of the staples and starchy
roots produced in tropical Africa never reach
human mouths at all. Lack of adequate distribu-
tion systems Jead to high spoilage of foods on
the farms. Insects, rodents and moulds destroy a
sizeable quantity and in the end from 10-30 per
-cent of all farm produce is wasted. It would
appear that the first need is to prevent all the
avoidable losses through better collection and
storage of food. It seems reasonable to suggest
that at least part of the tropical farmer’s un-
willingness to produce too much food is due to
the certainty that so much will be wasted. The
farmer needs an incentive by way of remunerative
prices.

Increasing the efficiency of the individual farmer
and of his land should precede any other type of
reorganisation for food production. The introduc-
tion of some simple but better hoes and harves-
ters, the selection of better seeds and the increased
use of fertiliser will difinitely increase the yield
per acre.

There is an insidious situation to be faced in

many parts of Africa. When a cash crop is in-
troduced farmers flock to it. If there is no guidan-

ce valuable land for food crop farmi
over by cash crops. This is not n
if food crop productxon per acre is

to look at what the increase in tobacco g
is doing to the production of maize, n
sorghums in this country to appreciate
sound policy can only be evolved if cash

The bulky calorie-poor root-crops which
pensive to transport should gradually give way i
the cereals.

Protein Rich Foods .

Many varieties of pulses and legumes are
in tropical Africa. Their production and col
tion need to be stepped up. Like the cered
wastage rate is rather high, and some impt
methods of preservation, distribution and
ing are urgently required. Again cash payn
for the produce will be the best reward for
mers.

inland waters and artificial ponds. Poultry
ther good source of animal protein. It has

factory feed conversion ratio.
.
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Piggery development is also possible. If these
are tackled properly it should be possible within
4 short time to produce enough protein-rich foods
for each individual to have about 20G of pulse
and animal protein in a day.

Gireen vegetables and fruits are a problem for
1wo reasons. They are not generally considered as
food; and they are so perishable that they require
a4 very efficient marketing organisation. They
supply some of the much needed vitamins and
miinerals and they are to be encouraged. Both
indigenous and European type vegetables can be
grown. Useful fruits include citrus, mangoes and
PAWpawW,

It is one thing making enough food available
bul guite another thing ensuring that the food
i€ consumed in the right amounts by groups re-
guiring it. Weaning children have less than their
share because their special needs are not recog-
nised. There should be a policy to develop as
rapidly as possible a cheap high protein weaning
fond. Formulas are already available which can
be adapted and adopted. Investment in this area
will contribute tremendously to the development
of the next generation. If some evidence now
caniing forward is to be believed, protein/calorie
nialnutrition can result in retarded mental deve-
loprent, which no nation can afford. Similar
developments should lead to the production of
furtified foods for pregnant and lactating women.
Incusirial workers need some special attention and
this may be provided through canteens and market

gosoperatives,

Edueation of the Planmng Commissions and
heads of Governments is just as essential as edu-
eation of individual farmers. In between these are
the lsrge numbers of various levels of agricultural
workers who require education to appreciate their
role in executing policies. Lastly the consuming
piblic is to be educated. The cultural or avoidan-
¢e practices that lead to the rejection of some
useful foods and the malfeeding of some groups
should be identified and tackled. This education
should ke account of the economic possibilities.
ft may even require governments to review their
wages policy or resort to food subsidies for special
Broups,

No nation can be built on an undernourished
o mulnourished population; and, as a basis for
all development, the solution of food and nutrition
peoblems should rank first. Undernourished and

malnourished children are unable to learn satis-
factorily, the adults have a low working efficiency.
Both are prey to diseases. The development of any
nation’s human resources must therefore start with
an attack on the problem of food and nutrition.
It is the surest way to break this vicious circle of
malnutrition—low production—low food intake
and malnutrition.

CROP PRODUCTION IN GHANA
By
E. V. Doku

IT IS common knowledge that in Ghana, and in
many other tropical countries, a wide gap exists
between present crop yields and what is attainable
through the best adjustment of crops to their
environment. For example, the national average
yield of maize is about 600 pounds per acre, but
yields as high as 4,000 pounds per acre have been
realized with good management on proven va-
rieties under conditions of higher rainfall in the
forest zone. This yield, though high for Ghanaian
conditions is, in fact. quite low by world stan-
dards. What has been said for maize would apply
to most crops grown in this country; yields of
almost all our crops could be more than doubled
by the use of proven varieties, better cultural
methods, fertilizers, insecticides and fungicides.
Increased crop production is required not only
to maintain and improve the standard of nutrition
of our expanding population, but also to boost
up exports and to reduce imports of crops we can
produce locally, Full advantage is not taken of
the knowledge and material available locally.

The absence of guaranteed food prices, assured
markets, credit facilities, bonuses and other in-
centives is responsible for the general lack of in-
terest in food and other types of farming as
opposed to cocoa farming which has most of
these facilities, and unless government policy fo-
wards other farmers is brought in line with that
for cocoa, we cannot expect much progress in
these other areas of production. Let us look at
only two examples: tobacco growing is becoming
more popular because it has an assured market;
and many farmers find it more profitable than
cocoa. The receni demand for dried cassava from
Germany has resulted in a fairly large number
of businessmen taking 1o cassava farming, Go-
vernment should therefore endeavour to look
into the problems associated with the marketing
of agricultural commodities more seriously. For,
periods of glut and low and unremunerative prices
make farming unprofitable. Government's plans to
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stability maize prices should be expedited and
implemented.

A good deal of proven planting material of
various crops have been always made readily
available to farmers ever since scientific crop
improvement began in this country in the early
1930’s. Information on fertilizers, insecticides, and
fungicides, etc., have also been made readily
available, and not locked up in cabinets as is ge-
nerally proclaimed. Even during the heyday of
the C.P.P. when the Agricultural Extension Service
was completely routed, this service continued.

Seed Multiplication

The most important division of the Ministry of
Agriculture, apart from the Extension Division,
should be the erstwhile Improved Seed Multipli-
cation Division which is now a part of the Division
of Farm Supplies. Multiplication and distribution
of improved seed and planting material is a highly
skilled and complicated job and should in no way
be equated with the mere stocking and distribu-
tion of fertilizers, insecticides, fungicides etc.,
which, in addition to the multiplication and distri-
bution of improved seed and planting material,
is the job assigned to the division of Farm Sup-
plies. It requires special skills, equipment and
expert handling to ensure that pure unadulterated
seed reaches farmers in good physical condition
free from pests, diseases etc. and with expected
maximum germination when planted. I would
therefore suggest that the Improved Seed Multipli-
cation Division is not only brought back, but also
enlarged. Even before it became part of the Di-
vision of Farm Supplies it was too small to cope
with the demands of farmers who were only then
becoming seed conscious, and certainly the Minis-
try must not wait to be overtaken by farmers’
demands before expanding that division.

After an initial period of exclusive government
operation, licensed seed companies and individual
farmers could take over the multiplication and sale
of seeds on behalf of, and under close supervision,
by, the Ministry, to ensure that material of inferior
quality does not find its way to farmers. The job
of deciding which varieties to multiply for sale
to farmers will still have to be done by the Im-
proved Seed Division.

Farm Mechanization

There is also a Farm Mechanization Division
in the Ministry whose job at present is largely
confined to land preparation (i.e. ploughing,
harrowing, ridging etc.) for farmers. Private con-
tractors with tractors are invading this field and
making excessive profit at the expense of the poor

farmers because the Division in the Mini
not cope with farmers’ demands. By all
private contractors must be encouraged,
division of Farm Mechanization should als
cipate more fully and thereby set standards:
the private contractors and farmers’ co-oper(
that may be set up in the near future.

Research info Crops

Research into crops will also have to be g
to support increased production. The preseni:
search set-up needs reorganisation not only |
meet this, but also to avoid duplication and ensys |
efficient use of personnel. Our crop research nes
are really immense and the Crops Research Ing
te appears too unwieldy to function eﬁectivay
and it might be better to split it into smaller Uiy |
each dealing with research into all aspects of pi
ducing one crop, or a group of related crops.

I would suggest three Units to deal with s
search into our main cereals, Maize, Rice, anl
sorghum and millet. There are no technical
sons why we cannot produce surpluses of fhise
crops. Nigeria is producing her own needs of i
and maize and will soon be producing surplis
for export to Ghana!

Root Crops

Another research Unit is suggested for the mi |
Crops—cassava, yam, cocoyam, sweet potato (4}
Irish potatoes). Apart from cassava, yam, il
Irish potatoes, research into the other root cfij
has been negligible. These root crops provide i &
with ‘our main source of carbohydrates; and ¥ |
import considerable quantities of starch fordé
mestic use and for our textile industries when W&
can produce all our needs here from cassii
alone!

There is also a need for a food legume researdh
Unit; apart from groundnut (which should be &
garded as an oil rather than a food legume oo} !
other food legumes like cowpea, lima bean (Ap S
tram), and soya bean have received no reseaih
attention whatsoever. These food legumes suppl
us with vegetable protein, a cheap substitute o
protein from animal sources which is either Scaf
Or Very expensive.

Vegetables like tomato, garden egg, Okro, P
per etc., also need to be placed under a researcl
Unit. The production of these vegetables is %
dependent on the weather with the resulf that
there are great seasonal fluctuations in their pi=
duction. There are the familiar acute out-of—Sm‘
shortages with high prices, and what appeass {5
be an over-production during the season with [arg
surpluses which the canneries seem unable O i |
lize. This bumper season is, however, of 4 shoft -
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duration and we pay high prices for vegetables
for the greater part of the year. It will be one
of (he duties of the Vegetable Research Unit to
find ways and means of ensuring a steady supply
of all vegetables all the year round.

There are also the annual industrial crops—
the fibre crops: cotton, kenaf, Urena lobata and
jute and sugar cane. I would suggest the establish-
ment of a Fibre Crop Research Unit to handle the
coarse fibres—Kenaf, Urena lobata and jute on
which there is no research to back production now
10 progress, and another Unit for cotton. We have
toyed oo much with cotton in this country. In
the early forties, a high powered mission sent to

“Gihana by the Empire Cotton Growing Corpora-

tion (E.C.G.C) reported that cotton could be pro-
fitably grown here provided insect pests could be
seonomically controlled. Since those days powerful
and effective insecticides have been developed,
some specifically against cotton pests. Recent re-
yearch has confirmed the earlier report by the
BEC.G.C. mission and since 1960 the Crops Re-
Search Institute has been conducting variety and
agronomic (rals to find out the best varieties for
sur conditions and the best methods of cultivation.
They by now pos results that could be of
soime use o farmers wishing to grow cotton to
fesd aur textile factories.

Very good and fruitful research work has been
al Kpong on sugar cane (as well as rice)
ume, and it might be better to have
one :h unit based at Kpong for both crops
Woth are irrigated crops and require more or
less (he same soils

Of the tree crops. only cocoa has well been
tuken care of We had not established an il palm
resenrch unit when we broke away from the
West African Reseditch Organisation and did not
eatablish ore immediately after breaking off. The
Lrops Kesearch Institute has recently established
What might be described as the nucleus of an
ol p::hn' wsearch unit with material imported
from Nigeria, With the fresh wind of co-operation
Blowine between Ghana and Nigeria, might it not
e hetier for both countries to pull their resources
together agnin in the research fields of cocoa and
o{f palm? Inecidentally, there was also a West
Alrican Rice Research Station in Sierra Leone in
which Cihana and Nigeria actively participated.
Could intevest in this project not be revived to
the bencefit of all West African countries?

There is also rubber on which comparatively
litthe work has been done. The Firestone Company

with which the Government recently signed a
contract might be encouraged to establish a Rub-
ber Research Unit in the country since it has the
money and experience from neighbouring Liberia.

Other tree crops like citrus, banana, plantain.
avocado pear, jand coconut might also be handled
by a research unit. Research on Citrus and banana
has declined, and there has been no work at all
on plantain.

The obvious question to be asked would be how
we shall obtain the men, money and material for
the several units proposed. It is suggested that by
pooling the present resources of the Ministry of
Agriculture, the Universities and the Crops Re-
search Institute to be controlled by a National
Agricultural Research Council responsible to the
Ministry of Agriculture, we can make a good
beginning. It would be better to have a well
planed set up and work towards it, than to be
overtaken by events before starting to do some-
thing in a hurry.

§ ; ! \
X Are you looking for a \
good wife?

One who would give you \
good life? \

Bless you.

We are married to our {
work giving your cars )
new life. \

\

Come to :

MARK COFIE ENGINEERING |

LTD. {

Ring Road West Industrial Area N

P.0. Box M.120 )

Phone 66532 Accra )
e e
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SHORTER COMMUNICATIONS

THE COMMISSION ON LAND TENURE

By
1. M. Ofori

(University of Science & Technology, Kumasi)

EVERY Ghanaian who has anything remotely to do
with land will welcome the news of the appointment
of a Commission on Land Tenure. Here at last we are
about to examine one of the thorny, and politically
explosive, problems: of economic development, for, land
is one of the vital elements in the national economy,
so vital as to prompt the saying that every capital
combination is in fact a combination of land and other
resources. An examination of the problems of land
in Ghana will pay very rich dividends in the long run!

But one wonders whether by the appointment of a
Commission of land tenure we are doing enough. The
exact terms of reference of the Commission are not
ayailable to all of us except what the newspapers
report. If the Commission is to examine tenure, one will
seriously question why only that? If we define tenure as
a broad term covering all those relationships established
among men which determine their varying rights in the
use of land, we shall see immediately that temure or
tenurial systems are just one of the many problems which
comprise agragarian problems or reform, which in itself
is part of the general problem of land reform, which
is part of land policy. We are dealing here with many
parts in a bigger hierarchy of problems, all connected
with land and its usage and conservation in the national
interest and prosperity.

It is reported that the Commission will “further en-
quire into other matters connected with land, which
in its opinion, ought to be investigated in the public
interest”. This is a useful ‘blanket formula’ to indicate
that the Commission is free to investigate other matters.
But what is important and immediately relevant is: do
the members of the Commission possess the necessary
knowledge to investigate these other matters? The land
problems of any country are many and diverse, and
one can only, on the basis of the underlying principles,
identify a few; allocation of land, redistribution of land,
restraints on absolutism in the use of land, security of
tenure, reconciliation of proprietory and state policies,
social investment in land (e.g. establishing new town-
ships) and private gain, and taxation of land, (both
developed and undevelopsd). There may be many more
problems but even a cursory glance at these few will show
the magnitude of the work involved in thinking about
the land of any country in the twentieth century.

There is another dimension to the land problem. Any
serious discussion of the problems enumerated above
will sooner than later involve us in not only the pro-
blems of agriculture but also, perhaps more important,
those of mineral working, industry, residence, transport,
leisure etc. Perhaps these are covered by the blanket
clause, “. . . . any other matters . . . .” But can the
‘Commission as at present constituted deal with them
adequately?

Membership of C: i Size & Pro

Representation

Having accepted the principle of the need tgg, !
powered, intellectually-fortified body of men
to examine the problems of land and its u
developing economy, we now have to devise
tackling the job most comprehensively and com,
With due respect to all concerned, I wonder
the present Commission is the correct one.
thing, the membership is too small; for anothe
disciplines and professions represented are alsy
few. We must remember that work of this nature, | {
ing on the fundamentals of our society, will
best part of five years or more to complete. If "
has been dome elsewhere is any guide at all, we
have to remind ourselves that the Land Uil
Survey of Great Britain under the direction of Prof
Dudley Stamp took from 1931 to 1939; the Rayal ()
mission on Common Lands under Sir Ivor J

complete its study and issue a report. Nobody
expect our Commission to complete its task in
less than S years! To expect anything less will be
uncharitable. After all, the members are all in olis
responsible posts already. We must therefore loak

the right size of body to tackle the job.

‘What is required is not a Commission of six mi
but a Higher Committee on Land Policies and Us
of about 24 people drawn from as many fields an
ciplines as are relevant—geographers, anthropolog
tax experts, land valuers, agriculturists, agronomit
economists, lawyers etc etc. This Committee
have a full time secretary under a distinguished Jule |
Members of the Universities should be brought in s |
to contribute their research expertise and data
the work will take a long time to complete, sl
mittees should be formed along \{.he various ﬂeldi
investigation. Periodic meetings will be arranged
the various sub-committees will report. The “ }
collected will then be collated by the Secretariat du\

Committee on Land Policies and Usage. By dmwifi
more forces into the battle and by doing the job miit

£

systematically, we may succeed in producing somelli
resembling a blue-print for the conservation of oie&s

our most valuable resources, LAND.

A NOTE ON LAND TENURE
By -
S. La-Anyane

LAND as an element of nature is inextricably i
woven with the institutions of a nation. The B
and policies relating to land depend not only
the physical characteristics of the land itself, buf
more importantly upon the customary and leg
tions, on attitudes and sociological factors Wlm
community and on the stage of economic develop®
of a people.

Under the assumption that  the existing €om
system of land ownership in Ghana will t:‘lel'l“mmi
way to a private individual system of Jand- hO L
trend which is clearly in evidence at the present
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land policy problems take the form largely of how to
overcome the abuses, from a social and agricultural
stand-point, of ip while retaining its
advaniages. This is the starting point.

Land ownership or land tenure, be it communal or
private, is a bundle of rights, including the right to use
or abusz, improve or destroy. or dispose of the land
wowned, In the past when our society was underdeveloped
and hostile envir 1 conditions dictated that com-
munities band together for purposes of security and
survival, the communal system of land holding was
abviously justified. As the economy develops and com-
mel agricultural production supersedes subsistence
fasming, it becomes necessary, other things being equal,
Lo encourage individualisation of land rights in a manner
that will ensure that those who can economically derive
the greatest benefits from farming have use of adequate
farm land and facilities for farming.

There are other policy objectives which a new land
lenure system must aim to achieve. It should eliminate
disputes and litigation and make for the security of
possession of rights in land; it should allow equitable
distribution of rights in property and income, conser-
vation and development of physical resources, highly
efficient utilisation of productive resources, and finally
reslise 4 well-integrated community life and social com-
patibility ting tenure conditions should be measured,
and lenure improvement programmes evaluated, against
these objectives.

By and large, our current land tenure arrangements
fall far short of these basic norms. Thiz deficiency
aceounts for the backwardness of our agriculture and
pertly explains the inability of our farm people to feed
the country ndequately

Reform

Spveral lines of reform have been suggested and tried
i many countries. They include land settlement schemes
for over-populated areas, introduction of improved
ypes of farming, natural evolution of existing systems,

and the tien of title to land
famd settlement projects have not proved a success,
and the gvolution of existing ténure arrangements with-
(it interlerence has led in some countries to land-
fordism. As a long ferm basis for improving tenure
Arrangements, the registration of title should be given
faremont consideration. This might start with the clan
of family unit and finally develop to individual regis-
ftation. The cusrent wadespread introduction of me
o farming and improved husbandry practices will

Wleo po doubt encourage the improvement of land
woure grrangements,
An ideal solutic

of the problem of registration of

tille would be compuleorily to register zll land by
provess of . consecutive registration of blocks
{uerned by parcels. But this method is cosdy in terms

of time and sl requirements, A less expensive approach
woulil be the adoption of a system of registration based
partly on compulsion and partly on opiion, for example
an compulsion when new dealings take place and on
aption otherwise Alternatively, registration could pro-
ceesd In selected areus. There is of course a difficulty to
b found shere there are no documents to evidence a
right or no proper plans: but this nced not deter regis-
iration. The simplest situation exists where both legal
Aveuments and cadastral plans are available. The need

Observer Notebook

Departmental Heads and International
Conferences

MANY heads of government departments, agen-
cies and corporations behave as if they are the
only people in their Unit who must represent the
department at international conferences. A casual
look at the newspaper will tell anyone that the de-
partmental heads particularly prone to this habit.
At any one time they are in London, New York.
‘Washington, Geneva, Rome, or Tokyo. They al-
ways make it a point to attend any international
conference or seminar organised in any part of the
world, except Accra. One departmental head
in the Ministry of Agriculture used to travel out
of this country at an everage rate of twice a
month! He was in Ghana only long enough to
prepare his estimates! And it is said that the
Economic Committee of the N.L.C. had to res-
train him last year.

This habit is undesirable for a number of
important reasons. First, important administrative
decisions always have to await the return of the
substantive head. This is one explanation of the
delays in implementing policy decisions of the
government. Secondly, it is not always that the
head is the best person for a particular conference.
A junior person who has a particular interest in
the subject, or normally deals with it, may be
able to contribute far more to the discussions,
and reap more benefit from the conference, than
the head. Thirdly, while the head gets grey with
experience, the younger or junior officials just stay
behind the files and gather no experience. This
lack of experience is always flung back at them
when they talk of promotion. Apathy and low
morale are the result.

One of the signs of a good and progressive
administrator is his ability to prepare his junior
colleagues for greater responsibilities.

The Aftermath of the Leventis Deal

SOMETHING is definitely wrong with the way
that the assets of those ex-ministers involved in
the “Leventis Deal” are being disposed of. The
Daily Graphic in an editorial on the Sth of Octo-
ber discussed some of the major aspects which
scem to be bothering observers. And officials
would do well to consider the point raised in that
editorial.

It does seem odd that Mr. F. O Squire, until

for a cadastral survey now cannot be hasised

now relatively unkown in the auctioneering bu-
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siness, should have won a monopoly of this job
in Accra, where better known auctioneers abound.
Mr. Squire also lacks humour altogether, and is
not punctual. And there was a feeling at the
Krobo Edusei auction that Mr. Squire had agents
in the crowd who were teasing up the prices for
him. This may not be necessarily true, but Mr.
Squire’s own conduct of the auction does not
inspire belief in the opposite. And is it true that
he is under orders to withhold certain items from
the auction?

This apart, many people believe that things
would have been better if the properties to be
auctioned were displayed for a pre-view for a
number of days prior to these auctions, so as to
give the public an idea of the range of goods.
It is not too late to do this for the rest of the ex-
ministers. Some would even suggest that the best
way to sell these properties is to have them valued
and priced properly and sell them in special shops.
Surely this would not be against the law? Indeed
it would give our brothers outside Accra and in
the rural areas an opportunity to buy some of the
things being sold. 5

Devaluation and our Students Overseas

IMMEDIATELY after Brig. Afrifa’s announce-
ment of the devaluation of the cedi on the radio
on the 8th of July, 1967, Mr. Omaboe, Commis-
sioner of Economic Affairs held a press confe-
rence to explain to the public some important
aspects of this step. Mr. Omaboe said the govern-
ment realized that certain people were bound to
suffer some hardship, and promised: that “every-
thing possible will be done to help cases of genuine
hardship . ..”. On students studying abroad, the
Commissioner said:

“The Government will take steps to ensure
that no hardship is caused to students who
are abroad on Government grants and scho-
larships by the change in the external rates.
Additional amounts will be provided to en-
sure that payments to them in foreign ex-
change ferms remain unchanged.”

So far, there is nothing to suggest that any steps
have been taken to ensure that no hardship is
caused to all the students affected. In some in-
dividual cases, where students have friends or
relatives to act on their behalf, adjustments have
been made for these students. But there are cases,
many cases, in which students are suffering.
Additional amounts (in cedis) have not been pro-
vided to maintain the level of foreign exchange

ply is that the necessary circular has nof
issued by the Ministry of Finance to the d
governmental divisions (etc) which maki
ments to their students overseas.

We would like to urge the Ministry of Fin
to issue the necessary circular so that, where appih
cable, the exchange remifttances are maintains
It does not help students for their cases fo
treated on an individual basis where clearly
them are equally affected. The Ministry of
nance should act immediately.

Show Business on T.V.

GHANAIAN dance bands which attempt &
entertain on the TV on Wednesday and Saturd
evenings are becoming nightmares for audie
Whoever gave these bands the idea that beati
music with a lot of foolish wriggling is
than native Ghanaian or African beat with o
graceful movements? Ninety-five per cent
the time is spent on crude and clums
interpretations of the Slow Fox Trot, the Bole
the Calypso, the Twist, and so on; and by the
they come to the “high life”, they’ve forgolléh
how it’s played. Throughout, there is a strenois:
effort to look professional, by imitating some el
name, like Ray Charles or Harry Belafonte or
Beatles. And when one sees these poor felle
tilting back their heads and straining their th
to reach fairly low notes, it is difficult for 0 g
to tell whether one should get annoyed and i
off the set, or just stay bored. Y

Let us see some imagination on the T.Vi!

To our Confributors

We would like to remind our prospet |
tive contributors about some of the rulés
governing confributions:— '

The MAXIMUM length of articles is 4
pages quarto, typed double-space; letters
should not exceed 1} pages quarto,
should be exclusive to the “Legon Obsermy- :

Lengthy contributions are likely to be d& f
layed or not published at all. Contributions
not exclusive to the L.O. will not be pi
blished.—Editor.
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Letters :

“Gilbey’s Gin”

SIR-—We refer to the letter from the Public Relations
if State Distilleries Corporation, published

i vour edition of 29 September, and wish to state
iion, our advertisement for Gilbey’s
h normal trade practice. However,
elations Director of the State Distilleries

15 so particularly sensitive regarding our
> shall be pleased to substitute another

pe that the Public Relations Officer for the
eries Corporation will now persuade his

tor to support your ellent publication
lar advertisement for one of his own
your columns!

Finally, mz ¢ wish the State Distilleries Corpora-
ery success with the introduction of their forth-
: mnge of products, which include the following

lelely ne labels, devised, we are informed, by

less & person than the Managing Director of the

( rutic iely, Castle Bridge and Lawyer
{ Pet e and Karl Heinz Schnapps
(not to be nfused, we hope, with either Karl Marx

ur Heinz Baby Food).

Wine & BSpirit Distributors Paul Danquah
{Ghanu) (Public Relations Director)
0. Box 312

Accsa

Ghanaians in Nigeria Today

SIR ¢ d like our hon ernment to know about
the | X the Ghanaian in Nigeria today. Gha-
luding diplomats, are no longer safe in

I jay. We are all being molested because we

» have

sympathies for Col. Ojukwu in

I was detained and held at the

for more than two days; I shall

queezed.” When 1 reported the

yv+ High Commission, all that a top officer
1w W te also in the soup.” And, indeed

s High Commission official is in the

aten by some

2 been brutally be

rian Army, His crime? Only that.
\ficer, he gives entry permits to Ibos

(O a and freedom. The federal soldiers and

thoee y of us thus have either forgotten

that rmils can only be issued on the prese

flon of passports given by their own government, or are
dir ot k of that

fa king in Nigeria are also losing their

v the same reason
I s lime hana Government reviewed its attitude
8 Ascge Motor Rd Janet Afreh-Kasaam
Yaka, Nigeria

SIR | am a journalist resident in Nigeria and should
like yon know 2 few things about Ghanaians in
Nigeria

Ope Satusday morming, 1 was rudely woken up by a
wandalous news commentary charging the popular and

GILBEY’S GIN

is made in Ghana

PRODUCED R BOTTLED
UNDER REVENUE
CONTROL
N GHANA

Gilbey's Gin is only one of the
many fine drinks made by Wine
& Spirit Distributors (Ghana)
Limited. You can also get
Henkes' Schnapps, Duncan's
Whisky, Queen Elizabeth Gin,
Reine Marie Brandy, Krimskaya
Vodka, Mario Vermouth. All
these fine quality drinks are made
in Ghana.

Sole Distributors :

WINE & SPIRIT DISTRIBUTORS (GHANA) L7D.

P.O. BOX 3412, ACCRA. TELEPHONE 65898.

LTG/WSD 2/7624
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fearless Legon Observer with teaming up with the
Pioneer and Graphic to aid Col. Ojukwu to win the
civil war. The Observer was said to have poured a
libation to ask the gods to help Biafra win the war!

On the day that Biafra seized the Mid-West, Ghana
nationals resident in Nigeria were badly wounded. The

more at Legon? It means we shall
qualified people at a little more cost
refusing to admit these people means
years’ money of the tax payer has been c
wasted.
I appeal to the Registrar and his colleagues

Hausa troops (in federal uniform) who were detailed
to arrest all Ibos in Lagos arrested non-Hausa Africans
indiscriminately. I was arrested and handled roughly.
I protested that I was a Ghanaian, and not an Ibo;
and that was my worst mistake: I was caned thoroughly
for that: “Na your radio de hep Ajukwa win de waa!”
they said.

One of our diplomats, in his car ENCD 531, was
badly beaten up in the streets. On 20 September, Mr.
Affiakwa, our immigration officer, also in his diplomatic
car flying the Ghana National flag, was soundly beaten
up. He is still on sick-leave (27/9/67).

But that is not all. Nigeria is encouraging the publica-
tion of a “socialist” paper, Advance, which belongs
to Kwame Nkrumah, and is hostile to Ghana. Ghana,
according to this paper, is in league with the C.I.A.
and is therefore a threat to Africa!

And while Nigeria is disrupting the education of
Ghanaians in Nigeria, we actually award scholarships
to Nigerians in Ghana!

Yaba, Lagos. K. Kwabere-Abradu

University of Ghana Examinations
SIR—I bave just learnt, with a painful shock, that
final year students who were so” unfortunate as to fail
their exams have been refused re-entry into the Universi-
ty of Ghana.

I cannot understand why the authorities should have
taken such a decision. To the best of my knowledge,
final year students who fail their exams are refused
re-entry only on the grounds of their past poor work at
the University. Even so such students are always
welcome provided they are prepared to pay for their
board, lodging and ' tuition.

Now, this year, this fine practice has been thrown
overboard. [ have not yet met any final year student
who failed his or her exam in June 1967 who has been
offered a place, I do not know whether this is in keeping
with the raising of academic standards. Many things con-
tribute to a candidate’s failure. Arc the examiners saying
that they have never come across a student who has been
tipped for a second upper ending up with a “gentle-
man's” degree? Well, it does happen.

Let the authorities concerned note that:

(1) Only a handful of Ghanaian parents can afford
the NC480 fees for their children at the Univer-
sity;

(2) 1t is very difficult to pass an exam at home while
holding down a job and grappling with the sylla-
bus at the same time. Why, these people could
not make the grade when they devoted their
whole time to it!

(3) Some Departments, notably the Economic Depart-
ment, change their syllabuses every year. It is
therefore difficult for the repeating candidate who
was taught to one syllabus to do a different one
on his own.

(4) Ghana is in an economic mess at the moment, but
what does it amount to when the tax-payer’s
money is used on thesc unfortunate ones a year

ider their d Besides anything else,
bad precedent, and it is morally discouraging,
we can be sure that every year the tax-payer's m
will be wasted since there will always be failures.
thing must be done, and now, before college 1
Sonth Labadi Estate, Adjo Saah Ameyor (M|
Accra. 1

The Devaluation of the Cedi

SIR—The devaluation of the Cedi was an ill-consid
exercise which will have harmful effects on the Ghan
economy. Here is why.
A country facing balance of payments difficultie
Ghana is now experiencing, can resolve the sil
either by reducing internal spending power, or dlis
natively, by making the country’s goods more compei
tive on the export market. The first policy in
high d i duction i§

loyment b, p
down; the second policy involves devaluation
domestic currency, i.e., lowering the exchange rale
domestic currency relative to other currencies s
the devaluing country’s goods if other things
unchanged, become cheaper on the world markel
the two policies are combined, that is, devnluhgj
conditions of high unemployment the effect of
balance of payments position is likely to be very p
Thus, with unemployment in Ghana currently
at about 10 per cent of the working population,
cedi, theoretically, could not have been devalued i i
ideal condition.

There is, however, one very important factor o
ting on the Ghanaian economy which makes mé ¢
sceptical about any really lasting benefit coming il
the devaluation of the cedi. This is the position &
occupies in the Ghanaian economy. The plain il
is that about 60 per cent of Ghana's total expoiti
based on cocoa. In fact the Ghanaian economy as & Wi
has hardly passed beyond the level of subsistence
as many economists have argued, devaluation in
tially primary producing economies is unlikely {0
in much foreign exchange earnings. .

The reason is that such economies generally d
upon one major exportable crop—cocoa in the
of Ghana—for a substantial part of their foreigh
change eamnings. The price of this crop on the
market is usually determined by forces outsi
influence of the produci country. Devall
such cir cannot theref be ex|
bring in much foreign exchange carnings. In fact
the informed commentaries on the devaluation of

exchange carnings from the sale of cocoa will
greatly affected by the devaluation of the Ced
The devaluation cffect on other exporting indu

exception of timber) is also likely to be
because any extra sales resulting from devalt
most likely be offset by the high cost o
industrial raw materials.
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This being the case, one is bound to ask why the
cedi was devalued. According to Mr. K. Gyesi Twum,
Principal Secretary of the Ministry of Finance (vide
“Wesl Africa” 19th August 1967) ‘“devaluation was
necessary because of unemployment and because do-
meslic costs and prices and taxation had made it
unprofitable to start some mining ventures...”

Surely we need a better explanation than that! As
I have pointed out elsewhere in this letter, deflating
the economy, i.e. high unemployment, is the invariable
accompaniment of successful devaluation. If the aim of
the devaluation is to find a solution to the present
unemployment in Ghana then devaluation is not the way,
ta use. The only way devaluation could be expected
o solve the present unemployment is if the devaluation
eould create an export-led boom. But this is unlikely
to bappen because of the prominent position cocoa
oecipies in Ghana's total exports. As for the reference
6 “fazation”, surely, if Ghana's tax system has such
4 crippling effect on industry, we do not need to devalue
the cedi in order (o bring about a change in the tax
system.

In the right circumstances devaluation can be a very
good economic policy for correcting a deficit on a
countey's balance of payments. I believe, however, that
in the light of the stage of Ghana’s economic de-
velopment and the composition of her exports, the
deyatuation of the cedi was ill-advised. Ghanaians are
going to be subjected to the inevitable short-term effects
of devaluation (rising prices affecting the cost of living
#nd, via that, a lowering in the standards of living)
withioul any teasonable assurance of any long-term
benefits ageruing to the Ghanaian economy.

95 Munwood Road, 5. K. O. Banin,
Tondon, 8. E. 4
UK.

ifie Ghost of the “Lincolnite”

AR 1 apologize for the delay in commenting on two
in your issue of 1-14 September, 1967. My
ched me rather late.

sur attempt to connect Nkrumah's megalomania
b Lingoln University, if it was meant as an exercise
1 wil, was very feeble; as a joke, it was certainly in
d taste In either case, Sir, it was unworthy of the
fegon Observer.

Professor Boateng’s letter, despite his transparently
orts to demonstrate his loyalty to the govern-
menl, deserves much wider publicity. 1t was a timely
seminder that in so many things, the exiled spirit still
hounts Ghana, and on account of this we may one day

fniter
The late Olympio of Togo set African Presidents an
sxnmple 1 humility which few, if any, of them have

{ollowed. Ho sometimes went about, particularly on
elastion days, on a cycle through the streets of Lome,
pireseded by vone of this fanfare. It should be possible
for Chuna's Presidents to go about their official duty
without digrupting traffic or humiliating law-abiding
citiaens whi are also going about their duty.

Is in crucial at this stage of our country’s history to
digeoirage any attempt at hero-worship, and our Pre-
sidents should be the first to: set the example. Surely
we cannot haye forgotten so soon that this was one
of the late Messiah's strategies for sustaining his image
in the public mind.

University College of Cape Coast,
Cape Coast.

S. K. Opoku

The Services of Accra-Tema City Council

SIR—The C icati C has disclosed
that the Government has granted the Accra-Tema City
Council permission to issue licenses for the operation
of suitable private 'buses on certain prescribed routes
between the suburbs and the city. This is decision long:
overdue in view of the dismal failure of the City
Council’s transportation system. We can only hope that
this plan is implemented very soon.

The plan can alleviate some of the transportation
difficulties which the public encounter, notably, the
situation in which men and women with babies struggle
violently in order to board ‘tro-tro’ trucks.

We hope that in the very near future private compa-
nies would also be entrusted with the task of clearing
and cleaning the pyramidal filth and fly-infested public
disposal dumps which decorate street-corners in Accra.
€ 160/10, Accra New Tovwn,
Accra.

Amoto Forson

That was amusing

SIR—It was reported in the local dailies and also
blared on the radio the other day that the Commis-
sioner for Finance has announced that for the con-
venience of the general public the price of an air letter
card has been increased from eight and a half new
pesewas (o nine new pesewas. This new rate is purported
to secure a round figure for the cost of air letter cards.

This means that the public are called upon to endure
ginnecessary hardships with a smile. The Commissioner
must realise that it would have been more convenient
for the general public if the half new pesewa had
been waived off the air letter rate.

Gradually, life is becoming more and more fright-
fully unbearable in this coumry, and the Commisioner’s
inference that exhorbitant prices of goods is conve-
nient for the general public is amusing indeed.

Accra K. Mensah
V.R.A. has Bilharzia

SIR—I just could not believe my eyes when I read
from the dailies recently the name given to the newly-
christened boat of the Volta River Authority
“Bilharzia”, perhaps the weirdest and most ridiculous
name ever given to a boat

Whatever prompted the Authority to christen the
vessel after the name of a disease will surely remain
a mystery. Just think of it! Were those connected with
the christening of the boat altracted to the disease or
were the crew of the boat going to be plagued with
bilharzia?

Did the V.RiA. have (o try this name on the public
before changing it?
€99/1 Chatfield Ave.,
Accra.

K. A. Sasu

Return to Civilian Rule 2
SIR-—It is te be doubted whether a perfectly healthy
economy can now be considered a pre-condition for
the resumption of normal ¢lective government. Nor can
the “cleaning up of politics” be completed with any
speed. It follows from the latter that the point about
the former C.P.P. should be taken up and put into effect.
The suggestion that they “be exciuded for a shorier or
longer period from public life, even if they are not
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fearless Legon Observer with teaming up with the
Pioncer and Graphic to aid Col. Ojukwu to win the
civil war. The Observer was said to have poured a
libation to ask the gods to help Biafra win the war!

On the day that Biafra seized the Mid-West, Ghana
nationals resident in Nigeria were badly wounded. The
Hausa troops (in federal uniform) who were detailed
to arrest all Ibos in Lagos arrested non-Hausa Africans
indiscriminately. I was arrested and handled roughly.
I protested that I was a Ghanaian, and not an Ibo;
and that was my worst mistake: I was caned thoroughly
for that: “Na your radio de hep Ajukwa win de waal”
they said.

One of our diplomats, in his car ENCD 531, was
badly beaten up in the streets. On 20 September, Mr.
Affiakwa, our immigration officer, also in his diplomatic
car flying the Ghana National flag, was soundly beaten
up. He is still on sick-leave (27/9/67).

But that is not all. Nigeria is encouraging the publica-
tion of a “socialist” paper, Advance, which belongs
to Kwame Nkrumah, and is hostile to Ghana. Ghana,
according to this paper, is in league with the C.LA.
and is therefore a threat to Africa!

And while Nigeria is disrupting the education -of
Ghanaians in Nigeria, we actually, award scholarships
to Nigerians in Ghana!

Yaba, Lagos. K. Kwabere-Abradu

U ity of Ghana Exami
SIR—I have just Jearnt, with a painful shock, that
final year students who were so” unfortunate as to fail
their exams have been refused re-entry into the Universi-
ty of Ghana.

I cannot understand why the authorities should have
taken such a decision. To the best of my knowledge,
final year students who fail their exams are refused
re-entry only on the grounds of their past poor work at
the University. Even so such students are always
welcome provided they are prepared to pay for their
board, lodging and tuition.

Now, this year, this fine practice has been thrown
overboard. [ have not yet met any final year student
who failed his or her exam in June 1967 who has been
offered a place. I do not know whether this is in keeping
with the raising-of academic standards. Many things con-
tribute to a candidate’s failure. Are the examiners saying
that they have never come across a student who has been
tipped for a second upper ending up with a “gentle-
man's” degree? Well, it does happen.

Let the authorities concerned note that:

(1) Only a handful of Ghanaian parents can afford
the NC480 fees for their children at the Univer-
sity;

(2) It is very difficult to pass an exam at home while
holding down a job and grappling with the sylla-
bus at the same time. Why, these people could
not make the grade when they devoted their
whole time to it!

(3) Some Departments, notably the Economic Depart-
ment, change their syllabuses every year. It is
therefore difficult for the repeating candidate who
was taught to one syllabus to do a different one
on his own.

(4) Ghana is in an mess at the but
what does it amount to when the tax-payer’s
money is used on these unfortunate ones a year

more at Legon? It means we shal

years’ money of the tax payer has been
wasted.

I appeal to the Registrar and his colleagu
consider their decision. Besides anything else,
bad precedent, and it is morally discouraging, fo
we can be sure that every year the tax-payer'
will be wasted since there will always be failures,
thing must be done, and now, before college re
South Labadi Estate, Adjo Saah Amevar (M
Accra.

The Devaluation of the Cedi

SIR—The devaluation of the Cedi was an ill-con
exercise which will have harmful effects on the Gh
economy. Here is why.

A country facing balance of payments difficultis
Ghana is now experiencing, can resolve the sil
either by reducing internal spending power, or
natiyely, by making the country’s goods more com
tive on the export market. The first policy i
high unemployment because domestic production it &
down; the second policy involves devaluation of

domestic currency relative to other currencies s
the devaluing country’s goods if other things i

conditions of high unemployment the effect on
balance of payments position is likely to be very
Thus, with unemployment in Ghana currently s
at about 10 per cent of the working population
cedi, theoretically, could not have been devalued in
ideal condition.
There is, however, onc very important factor U=
ting on the Ghanaian economy which makes me "
sceptical about zny really lasting benefit comifig o0
the devaluation of the cedi. This is the position &
occupies in the Ghanaian economy. The plail
is that about 60 per cent of Ghana's total exportt
based on cocoa. In fact the Ghanaian economy 88
has hardly passed beyond the level of subsistence 8
as many economists have argued, devaluation i
tially primary producing economies is unlikely {0818
in much foreign exchange earnings. .
The reason is that such economies generally 6¢8
upon one major exportable crop—cocoa in W
of Ghana—for a substantial part of their forel
change earnings. The price of this crop on 'hf
market is usually determined by forces ollﬂl;
influence of the producing country. Devaluiiss
such circumstances cannot therefore be 3
bring in much foreign exchange carnings: I"
the informed ries on the devaluation!
cedi (“The Economist”, “The Financial Times's
Africa”) come to the same conclusion—-dﬂf
exchange earnings from the sale of cocoa Wi
greatly affected by the devaluation of the Cedi
The devaluation cffect on other exporting
in Ghana, e.g. gold, diamond, ete. (with the.
exception of timber) is also likely 1o be
because any extra sales resulting from devall
most likely be offset by the high cost of
industrial raw materials.
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This being the case, one is bound to ask why the The Services of Accra-Tema City Council

vedl was devalued. According to Mr. K. Gyesi Twum, Jae s

Principal Secretary of the Ministry of Finance (vide | SIR—Ihe C c hasydisclosed

“West Africa” 19th August 1967) “devaluation was
necessary because of unemployment and because do-
mestic costs and prices and taxation had made it
unprofitable to start some mining ventures...”

Surely we need a better explanation than that! As
I have pointed out elsewhere in this letter, deflating
the e , Le. high loy , is the invariable
accompaniment of successful devaluation. If the aim of
#he devaluation is to find a solution to the present
unemployiment in Ghana then devaluation is not the way,
16 use. The only way devaluation could be expected
{0 solve the present unemployment is if the devaluation
eould create an export-led boom. But this is unlikely
{o happen because of the prominent position cocoa
gecupies in Ghana's total exports. As for the reference
lo' “laxation”, surely, if Ghana’s tax system has such
@ cripp! effect on industry, we do not need to devalue
the cedi in order to bring about a change in the tax
system,

I the right circumstances devaluation can be a very
good onomic policy for correcting a deficit on a
vouniry's balance of payments. I believe, however, that
i the light of the stage of Ghana's economic de-
Yelopment and the composition of her exports, the
devalugtion of the cedi was ill-advised. Ghanaians are
going o be subjected to the inevitable short-term effects
of devidustion (rising prices affecting the cost of living
ard. via that, a lowering in the standards of living)
without any reasonable assurance of any long-term
Denefita aceruing to the Ghanaian economy.

96 Manwood Road, $. K. O. Banin,
London, S, E. 4
K.

The Ghosi of the “Lincolnite”
8- 1 apologize for the delay in commenting on two
your issue of 1-14 September, 1967. My
Supy reachied me rather late.

Your attempt to connect Nkrumah's megalomania
with 1incaln University, if it was meant as an exercise
i wit, was very feeble; as a joke, it was certainly in
Bad taste. In either case, Sir, it was unworthy of the
Legou Dbserve

Frofes: Boateng's letter, despite his transparently
elaborate efiorts to demenstrate his loyalty to the govern-
sent, deserves much wider publicity. It was a timely

feslgder that in so many things, the exiled spirit still
haunts Ghans, and on account of this we may one day
fakter

The Inte Olympio of Togo set African Presidents an
example in humitity which few, if any, of them have
followed. Me sometimes went about, particularly on
electian duys. on @ cycle through the streets of Lome.
preseded by none of this fanfare. It should be possible
for Gihana's Presidents to go about their official duty
without disruptiog traffic or humiliating law-abiding
itlzens who are also going about their duty.

Is ix crucial at this stage of our country’s history to
discolirage sy attempt at hero-worship, and our Pre-
silents showld be the first to set the example. Surely
we cannot hiuve forgotten s0 soon that this was one

of the late Messiah's ies for his image
in the public mind.
University College of Cape Coast, S. K. Opeku

Cape Coast.

that the Government has granted the Accra-Tema City
Council permission to issue licenses for the operation
of suitable private 'buses on certain prescribed routes
between the suburbs and the city. This is decision long
overdue in view of the dismal failure of the City
Council's transportation system. We can only hope that
this plan is implemented very soon.

The plan can alleviate some of the transportation
difficulties which the public encounter, notably, the
situation in which men and women with babies struggle
violently in order to board ‘tro-tro’ trucks.

We hope that in the very near future private compa-
nies would also be entrusted with the task of clearing
and cleaning the pyramidal filth and fly-infested public
disposal dumps which decorate street-corners in Accra.
€ 160/10, Accra New Town,
Accra.

Amoto Forson

That was amusing

SIR—It was reported in the local dailies and also
blared on the radio the other day that the Commis-
sioner for Finance has announced that for the con-
venience of the general public the price of an air letter
card has been increased from eight and a half new
pesewas to nine new pesewas. This new rate is purported
to secure a round figure for the cost of air letter cards.

This means that the public are called upon to endure
ginnecessary hardships with a smile. The Commissioner
must realise that it would have been more convenient
for the general public if the half new pesewa had
been waived off the air letter rate.

Gradually, life is hccommg more and more fright-
fully unbearable in this country, and the Commisioner’s
inference that exhorbitant prices of goods is conve-
nient for the general public is amusing indeed.

Accra K. Mensah
V.R:A. has Bilharzia

SIR—1I just could not believe my eyes when I read
from the dailies recently the name given o the newly-
christened boat of the Volta River Authority—
“Bilharzia”, perhaps the weirdest and most ridiculous
name ever given to a boat

Whatever prompted the Authority to christen the
vessel after the name of a disease will surely remain
a mystery. Just think of it! Were those connected with
the christening of the boat airracted to the disease or
w of the boat going to be plagued with

were the cre
bilharzia?

Did the V.RA. have to try this name on the public
before changmé i
€99/1 Chatfield Ave.,
Accra.

K. A. Sasn

Return to Civilian Rule s
SIR—It is to be doubted whether a perfectly healthy
economy can now be considered a pre-condition for
the resumption of normal elective government. Nor can
the “cleaning up of politics” be completed with any
specd. It follows from the latter that the point about
the former C.P.P. should be taken up and put into effect.
The suggestion that they “be excluded for a shorter or
longer period from public life, even if they are not
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actually in gaol” needs emphatic support. Once this
has been done a sanitary period would have been ins-
tituted and so the legal cleaning up proccesses can pro-
ceed without limiting the freedom of Ghanaians to
express themselves in a political fashion.

Let us all recognise that the reason for political peace
in Ghana lies in the fact that all our people expect
the original N.L.C. programme to be steadily followed
without any artificial delays. If new and uncertain
reasons are given for further delays the mood of the
Ghana people will become unpredictable—as unpredicta-
ble as the coup of 1966.

Already there is a state of political doldrums in the
country which the appointment of Commissioners seems
to have aggravated rather than relieved, as many in
Ghana expected. It is probably the fact that the appoint-
ment has come 12 months later than it should have that
this sense of a lack of political mobility has set in.

To surge forward and away from this state of affairs
the Top National Council with the N.L.C. in the van
has to announce publicly and without delay a time
table for political action, which ought to have as an
essential tenet, that the Ghana Elected Legislature shall
be in being and in session before Christmas 1968.

Let us Hustle!

65, Alexandra Ave. K. A. Taylor
Luton,
UK.
" o
Opinion €

INDUSTRIALIZATION AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

By
Michael D. Quist

OUR planning should not be centred around the
main cities of the country, but must embrace the
regions as well. This should make it possible to
stem the flow of boys and girls who gravitate to-
wards the urban areas after each school leaving
year.

This may be achieved by delegating some of
the implementation of our national economic
and industrial rehabilitation plans to Regional
Authorities and, from them, to the Local Council
Units.

The responsibilities of the Regional Authorities
and Local Councils, apart from political mainte-
nance of law and order, should now include
planning for agricultural and industrial extensions,
geared to the increase of productivity in planned
secondary industries to facilitate the absorption of
school leavers and also arrange for the training of
skills and management within the scope of the
national planning.

The above suggestion looks toward welfare
standards and is also geared towards the transi-
tion to industrialization through which our pre-
sently developing economy should pass.

of our society in such a way that:—
1. A sufficient pooI of savings is reg\il

capita Real Welkare;
. Institutions will exist for utilizing this
savings for investments which main
orderly and consistent structure;

[\

G

to introduce new applxcatlons of science
the economy;
A working force of requisite skill and
pline are obtainable in industry. ;
. Finally, the economy is capable of produg
sufficient food to maintain the minimum s
dard of welfare required for the operationd
the labour force.
Having attempted to identify the conditio
should prevail during and after this tran
period, attention should now be drawn m
method whereby a Regional and/or Local
trial Development Organization of the Reg
Authorities or Local Councils can help in &
ving the establishment of secondary industri
their localities within the framework of the
tional policy.
Functionally, this proposed Local Indu
Development Organization should be de
LOB—
a. Strengthen and diversify the council or reg
areas’ economic and industrial base;

b. cover their areas and, where possible, €0
rate with adjacent regional or local cound

to avoid duplication and wastage;

¢. engage in such activities as the acquisilion
development and disposal of industrial
and facilities.
These considerations are necessarily bare
broad in outlines, and will have fo be ¥
according to the geographical, economic
social peculiarities of the areas concerned:

Structure of the proposed Organizafion =
The proposed Local Industrial Developl
Organization (LIDO) is envisaged more as &
committee of the Regional Authority 0OF
Council concerned and should, preferablis
honorary Board of Directors appointed aceoiil
to their training and experience and, in the
of the Regional Authority, should repres!
principal political sub-divisions. 3
These development groups may: rely Uponss
appointed members to execute the develd
programme, or, for more cffectiveness,
a professional or experienced industrial

=

wn
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How
can
You
Ever

feel
secure?

By relying on the
State Insurance
Corporation

Any of our offices will

be glad to give you

inforrnation and expert

advice on how to arrange

security for your future.
The State Insurance Corporation
understands YOUR problems
whether you are single or a
family man. Don’t wait.
ACT NOW.
You never know when an
accident or illness will occur.
Be wise. Feel secure. Rely on
State Insurance Corporation to
protect and safeguard your
future.

Call in the Specialist
Call in $.1.6.

YOUR KEY TO SECURITY

STATE INSURANCE CORPORATION
P.0. BOX 2363, ACCRA.
TEL: 64619 & 65740
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as a member of the Regional or Local Authority
staff to act as executive manager.

The functions of the LIDO, apart from the
three above mentioned, should also include:—
1. the pursuance of promotional objectives;

2. the improvement of the area’s industrial com-
plex (if any);

3. the guaranteeing of a healthy economy through
the provision of adequate job opportunities.

Financing and Management Machinery

The manner in which the Industrial Develop-
ment Organzations are to raise funds and the ex-
tent to which their funds are adequate for the
purposes for which they are organized, shall be
discussed here. The proposals are that these Orga-
nizations’ objective would be to provide Local
Risk Capital for:—

(a) New projects considered safe risks and econo-
mically vital to the area.

(b) Promising industries that cannot qualify for
medium or long term loans from Commercial
Banks.

(¢) Regional and Local Councils’ own construc-
tion of buildings and plants for new indus-
tries.

It would be necessary, therefore, to set up Le-
gislative Enabling Acts in each areas as a lending
agency. The manner in which funds could be
raised for these organizations is by creating a
Credit Pool subscribed to (voluntarily) by the
economic units operating under the various se-
tors of Ghana’s economy that are resident in the
regions.

The region will then allocate this Credit Pool
to the Local Councils according to their invest-
ment needs and the feasibility of the projects en-
visaged. The economic units contributing to this
Credit Pool will include Banks, Insurance Com-
panies, Private Trading Companies, Building
Societies, Professional Practitioners, State-owned
industries, State & Privately owned industries,
Service Clubs.

Subscriptions to the Credit Pool could be in the
form of PLEDGING a percentage, say 2 to 5 of
the various economic units’ Capital and Surplus,
which would be called up as and when they are
needed.

No attempt is being made in this article to
analyze the legal implications connected with this,
but the effect of the suggested constitution of the
Regional Development Capital or Credit Pool
through small percentage subscriptions is to act
as a cushion against losses and also spread the
volume of Capital requirements evenly over the
regions.

Governmental incentives, both to subscribers of

the proposed Regional Capital Fund and
dustries to be set up by the Regional Authg
and Local Councils, could take the form! of
exemptions in the case of the subscribing
on the amounts actually paid out of their ple
and in the case of the Councils’ approved
trial units, complete tax exemptions until
units have accumulated sufficient funds to repu
their initial investments to the Regional Indu:
trial Fund.

Regarding management skill, it is possible ("
apart from advice coming from the appoin(
Board of Directors and the services off the p
fessionally qualified Industrial Manager mentions
above, the subscribing members of the fund migh"
second personnel to assist the new units for shat
periods in the early stages. i

Since the objective of this proposal will be i)
assist in the industrialization and rehabilitationgl §
the economy of the Regional and Local &l !
it is anticipated that no dividends shall be payabié :
to subscribers pledging a percentage to the pal
until an approved project has been able (o repi:
its Joan from the pool and in turn pledge i
share of the pool’s requirements. However, it § !
benefits that would accrue to every busines of
profession in the area will be very rewarding i f |
terms: of increased business activities, due o I §F
check of labour migration and improved economj § v
of the locality and, more important, in the siicg
faction of knowing that a contribution has b
made to the total reconstruction and rehabilitali §
of the country’s economy. and by the fact it g
we all would have identified ourselves with (¥
various communities in which we are doing b
siness.

Portrait i

GEORGE PADMORE, BLACK REVOLUTIONARY tm
By
S. I. A. Kotei
THERE has been widespread controversy on the (IS,
tion whether George Padmore’s anti-colonial zeal S8 B
med from genuine ideological convictions, Of whi wit
he was only a barnstorming adventurer and wzlb“'.‘f“‘”‘
rabble rouser of doubtful political persuasiofi Hig .d“
tractors are of opinion that Padmore pursued: his objes f (
tives with such blind determination that he often Bt (o
falsify the evidence in defence of his theses. Alsa b8 A
restless nature made it impossible for him fo Ef‘“w: ong;
trate on any one theatre of the war against colonialléis by
instead he stumbled along from one crusade {0 ﬂw. imp
collecting precious little moss for his: pains: This
to say that Padmore was unstable and therefore I Dy
effectual. 4 i
It is indeed true that the diffuseness of HIS plieRE in .
especially during the ecarly phases of his
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to be made of his impact on the fight for negro
emancipation, It is further argued that since many
ather persens and were simul ly con-
cerned with the same questions which exercised his
1 mind and provoked his reactions, his ideas were nothing
.'n'im‘,c than mere variations on contemporary themes;
furthermore, although he may have been more articulate
| than most other nationalists, it could not be claimed that
Padmore invented any new solutions to the colonial
5 problem then or afterwards. If anything Padmore was
b heller known for his greater sense of urgency and the
mussionary fervour with which he tried to disseminate
* current ideas, than for the novelty of his approach
&y the colonial question.
% Crities of Padmore's instability are however pre-
§ pared o concede the difficulty, for a professional jour-
nulist dedicated as he was to the colonial problem in
ila entigety, o escape involvement simultaneously, with
¢ gueh closely related themes as independence for the
8 Giold Coast. forced-labour in the Portuguese Colonies,
% the Mau Mau affair, trade unions in Liberia, and cons-
hF flitional erises in Nigeria and elsewhere. By ‘logical
and racizl extension he became involved also with the
plight of the American Negro, the West [ndian Federa-
bt tion, and the Indian question all at one fell swoop.
f Apparently Padmore thought that he had to express his
iileas in universal terms and engage his battles on many
_ fyuits a1 ence, otherwise he would not succeed in des-
itoying the multi-headed colonial hydra against which
® e foupht. Thus he sought every opportunity and me-
W diim of expression (o issue virulent tirades against the
gle white Herrenvolk for any policies which seemed to
o have been designed 1o keep Black people in subscrvic‘nce,
To his Ghanaian critics especially, Padmore was given
ok 48 excessive adulation of Kwame Nkrumah, while on
v'“ e olfier hand he showed extreme impatience, even
§8 sdeness, to the “gradualist” professional elites and
e Sskunl yulers of the Gold Coast. (This allegation is
justified in his Goid Coast Revolution). By so doing
B® s sl that he helped to build up that distorted
fmage of Nkmumah which misled millions of Ghanaians
e believing that the Osagyefo was cut out of a diffe-
Jont mould from the rest of us simple mortals.
Un e oredit side Padmore's admirers have summed
Wip his totl achievement in the label “Father of African
m‘ Srneipation”, and “clder of the anti-colonial family”.

3
E (193340), made it difficult for a proper assessment
l

left America for Moscow under the sponsorship of the
Communist Party. He lectured on colonial problems
at Kutve University and became the leading light of
the Profintern on questions affecting trade union organi-
sation in the colonies. Simultaneously Padmore served
in various executive capacities on the following bodies:
—Moscow City Soviet, International Trade Union
Committee of Negro Workers and the Communist Inter-
national, rubbing shoulders with communist greats like
Kaganovich, Bukharin, Stalin, and Losovsky. Padmore
is often said to have been brought out of social
obscurity and political impotence to enjoy eminence in
Ghana. But as Professor Hooker observes in the book
cited below, those who accuse him of relishing, and
possibly, abusing his influence in Ghana do not “know
that he once had access to even greater authority” in
a country, be it said, where the political and adminis-
trative hierarchy is the most exclusive in the world.

Most of his time in Europe was spent on editing the
radical Negro Worker (1931-37) which according to him
was the “very first international journal for the Negro
in all continents concerned with his troubles, needs and
pain”. Contributors included I. A. Wallace-Tohnson,
Jomo Kenyatta and the Russian Africanist Ivan Potek-
hin. The rest of his time was devoted to organising trade
union congresses, the most significant of which was the
International Congress of Negro Workers held in Ham-
burg in 1230 when 5 out of the 8 countries represented
were West African countries.

Padmore’s career in the Communist Party began to
sufer a serious decline from about August 1933 when
the International Trade Union Commiftee of Negro
Workers was liguidated, “in order not to offend the
British Foreign Office” [Padmore]. For the same reason
he was asked to modify his anti-colonial campaigns
against Britain and other Western powers so that they
conformed with Russia’s own change of attitude to the
Allied powers.

When later, in 1935, the Franco-Soviet pact was
ratified he was specifically asked to omit from his arti-
cles any references to France's “militarisation of subject
peoples”™. This confirmed Padmore's suspicions that the
Communist Party had often made use of colonised
peoples as pawns in their political manoeuvres, Despite
this, he was prepared to toe the party line so long as it
served his own purposes. The introduction of the above
‘deviationist’ policies, however, precipitated his disen-

1 |5 elaimed that he gave the Pan-Africanist

wualities which it had preyiously lacked, namely deter-

milintlon abd deive: this he did by introducing a new
o dy Into an isation which under Dr. W. E.
') @ Dy Buis had only sought a certain accommodation
| With the sovereign powers

Life und Career
Cieorge Padmpore was bomn in 1903 or 1904 and chris-
¥ ened Malcolm fvan Meredith Nurse. His student life in
.’ hm!hea was gne Jong hot summer of campaigning and
*’ Mrganising demonstrations in which he denounced “just
whoul everyhiody and everything (but especially British
dmperitaliam) in fuent. ringing rhetoric”. During this

peviod he became increasingly enamoured of Comimiu-

ut
’ﬂ

with ¢ and forced him 1o resign
from the Party, and to leave Russia in 1935 for Britain.
(He was not expelled).

Long before this defection, observers had speculated
on the extent of Padmore’s communist convictions, It
was suspected that he had not at any time been entirely
devoted to the cause of Communism. Instead, he was
first and foremost a Black chauvinist, and second a
political strategist who exploited his membership of
the Party to achieve specific goals. Intellectually, Pad-
more was said to be a “non-communist Marxist” [see
Nelkin on George Padmore in African Socialism etc.
by Friedland and Rosberg p. 71]; in other words, he
believed that the Marxist interpretation of history was
Iaxgely applicable to the colonial situation; from this

filstn finally joining the A i C Party,
in order. as he expluinsd several years later, “to render
i oo fuller way some aid to my Negro brothers in

"

4 1n 1929, the enfant terrible of Negro student politics

it was possible to propound a Pan-Africanist
ideology which would “set out to fulfil the socio-
economic mission of Communism (although) under a
1ib itical system™ [ h mine]. This com-
munist probably for his inued use
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of Marxist dialectic and phraseology in subsequent at- House was the headquarters of anti-colonial agilafiy
tacks on colonialism. According to John MacNair of the during the 1940’s and 1950’s”. If this was indes| e
British Independent Labour Party, Padmore was simply case, then it would seem rash to suggest, as did g
a “genuine socialist and therefore libertarian and inter- viewer in a recent number of West Africa, that Pady
national. He was in complete opposition to all forms did not know Africa and Africans well enough o g
of totalitarian (whether) Nazi, Fascist, Stalinist or as an Africanist. He must have suffered a senp
Imperialist”. alienation on account of his foreign origins, but surty
Padmore found Britain an ideal laboratory to test it is reasonable to suppose that his association yih
and argue his theory of Pan-Africanism. His arrival above persons and organisations would have taught
coincided with a period of intense intellectual enquiry 2 great deal about Africa? He appeared in fact (o fuy
among his leftist friends into the merits and demerits been so well informed that he wrote altogether 10 bl
of current political systems and theories, such as Libera- and pamphlets plus innumerable other articles w
lism, Socialism, Communism, Fascism, and Imperialism. taining an “amazing amount of information on |
The object of these exercises, as far as he was concerned, conditions of blackmen in 3 continents”, some of whit
was to consider what was acceptable to the cause of Pan- books were banned by the colonial govemments &
Africanism and reject the harmful. It seemed essential Kenya, the Gold Coast and elsewhere, supposedly
that a theory of Pan-Africanism should be formulated to cause they were “vile and obnoxious” literature!
give a sense of direction and dynamism to the movement. Certain persons have expressed considerable astonié.
UP till then, the Pan-Africanist movement had been ment at the fact that Padmore’s first contact with i
dominated by the cosmopolitan bourgeois, proto-na- Gold Coast dated as far back as the carly 19305 ul
tionalist, elites most of whom were non-Africans, and not 1957 when Nkrumah invited him to attend Ghas
who, according to the Father of Pan-Africanism himself, independent celebrations: some time in 1932 the fh

were without any coherent “body of doctrine”. Their Secretary to the Gold Coast Aborigines Rights Prole
ideology was of the reformist kind, as it only sought tion Society (ARPS), Kobina Sekyi, wrote to Padngs
to bring about “a broader co-operation with the White askipg for copies of the Negro Worker to be s b

rulers of the world”—which was obviously incompatible interested persons in the Gold Coast. Later on, i
with Padmore’s own thinking. Instead of “Co-operation” Asamankese-Akim-Abuakwa stool lands dispute beise
he recommended elimination of the “White rulers”. the ARPS and Nana Sir Ofori-Atta was publicised i
In his own words “Pan-Africanism seeks the attain- the Worker. Several other letters were exchanged i
ment of the government of Afnczms, by AfrlFa“S for tween these two persons, in which. Padmore was mosl
Africans”. Having achieved this, the next logical step concerned with ways and means to convert the mli
would be to replace all the undesirable institutions in- passive political life of the Gold Coast into & fils
herited from colonialism, with traditional African sub- tionary movement for independence. Pre-occupied # b
stitutes. For instance, socialism (a modernised form of was with strictly legal issues, and unable at the fimé &
communalism) was recommended as a susbtitute for ca- make a clear distinction between land-rights and ca
pitalism, not only because socialism was indigenous tutional rights for the Gold Coast, the spokesman of i
to the traditional African way of life, but because it ARPS prevaricated a great deal on the question of I
was a more efficient system for the sacio-economic dependence. [See Padmore-Sekyi correspondence il &
transformation of independent Africa. Finally, to en- Ghana National Archives at Cape Coast].
hance the full flowering of the “African man”, all In 1934 George Padmore met Dr. J. B. Dangil
independent countries would merge into a “Pan-African himsclf a veteran “agitator’, who had come to Londas
Association of States”. to lead a constitutional delegation to the Colonial 0l
‘When all the above elements are brought together, Padmore quickly seized this opportunity fto fom &
Padmorejs_ Pan-Mrlgn1§m will be seen, not entirely ad-hoc committee to draw public attention to fhe &
as an original synthetic ideology but rather as an amal- titutional anomalies existing in the political life of this
gam of Chilembwe and Garvey's “Africa for the country.
Africans” a re-definition of previous thought on African The most exciting period  of Padmores politicallet
socialism brought to maturity at the Dakar Colloquium, RS L wer
2 - so far as Ghana and the Pan-Africanist movemeit i
and a forecast of the African unity concept of the Z 2 5 Politiea!
D e concerned, started with his appointment as -
Pad nglm_e N Adviser on African Affairs to the Ghana Gnvgmmfﬂ:
The hardly concealed hostility of the Ghanaiall ¥

To air thefe views, Padmore cultnalc_:d the fnend'shlp reaucracy to George Padmore at that time Was b}
of both African nationalists and foreign sympathisers o : i fren 1ol
PR S 3 probably to the suspicion that his adyice 0O
then living in Britain. In the process, he became involved g 5 . Iying bolt

: o Nkrumah into taking extreme measures in $0
with Fenner Brockway of the Movement for Colonial B bservers A
A A p Jocal and foreign problems. Actually many obse g
Freedom, the Fabian Colonial Bureau and other leftist 7 Nkrumh
St 2 now agreed that rather than having been
organisations. He consorted also with Wallace Johnson, Al Berius P e T e infllienst
the fire-brand of the West African Youth League, Jomo 8 <

Kenyatta, the burning-spear of the Kikuyu Central Afri- AU OSREti oif (Gl

can Association, Azikiwe, and Joe Appiah of the West The Bureau of African Affairs to which G"mf
African Students Union, Nkrumah of the shot-lived West Padmore was appointed the first General Secre'ﬂ’?';‘;
African Secretariat; all of whom, according to Richard meant, essentially, to carry out the following f“-“‘“.‘ﬂn
Wright, came to Padmore “seeking information, en- First, as an operational base for launching the Afi

couragement and help, and George gave of his days independence movement. It will be recalled that L“m"':’
and hours expounding the intricacies of politics”. He ba returned home from the All African Peoples il
was also the “intellectual progenitor of such revisionist rence (1958) to address a mass meeting in Leapol <t
historians as J. Kariuku”. For most African nationalists (Congo Kinshasa) resulting in an out-break of &7

2 T : 5 ol
then living in London Padmore’s flat at “22 Cranleigh rioting in the city, an event which more thai any
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It cannot be ruled out that Ghana and Gambia are
being nsed by unfriendly foreign powers to achieve
their selfish objectives in: Nigeria. Should this. be’ the
case. hese two countries know that they are playing
& role which is' not only shameful, but dangerous. In
an atiempt to help bring about the disintegration of
Nigeria (which God forbid), Ghana and Gambia will
oniy succeed in destroying themselves. Nigeria is too
big 2 bone for two small dogs to toy with.

Africa and the world have seen and accepted Nigeria's
lemporary problems as strictly internal. General Gowon
is solviag them in a way that will bring the greatest
good to the greatest number of Nigerians. It is only
tebel Ojukwu who is trying fruitlessly to destroy the
great and happy future that lies ahead of one united
Nigeria.

In spite of Ghana and Gambia, and any other!

ceuntry who will openly support. rebellion, Ojukwu is
on his way out. And in spite of Ghbana and Gambia,
Nigeria will confinue one united country which will
remain the hope of democracy in Africa.

Drama

THOUGHTS ON CREATING THE POPULAR
THEATRE—IX
By
K. E. Sepanu

The Resources of Our Tradifional Dances

@R dances have the scope of expressing the most
listic imitation of action—such as we see in the
pantomime of the felling of the trees in The Lion and
the Jewel—as well as the most abstract form of cele-
Gialing that which is happening within us. It is true
that we have oot yet developed the vocabulary to
sately describe both the movements and the meaning
jur traditional dances. But this is the kind of

zing which the theatre audience does not need,
simply because communication through “that which is
(dromenon) is immediate and adequate without
explanation. Nobody who bas communed
dancers at a funeral, need to be told what he has
And the essense of . the theatre is this
filual participation.

The question is how to hapdle a script like The
flon and (he Jewel so that the verbal communication
dovetails smoothly into the “dance- spectacle”, and the
dance becomes an organic part of the total production.
This, T suggest, requires a vigorous attention. to the
underlying life of the play, the evolving action, the
Sub-textual meaning which binds all parts of the play
togather

Fhe Froblem Restated

Specch, as has been said, is a highly specialised
activity in human life. Verbal ntterance is the overt
fssue of a greater emotional, mental and bodily res-
ponse and it is prepared for in feeling and awareness
or in a mounting intensity of thought which the words
spoken sometimes reveal. But although speech is a very
abstract foem of human action its basis in bodily
emotion it undeniable: The central problem of the
theatre when it handles written scripts is to it

textual meaning of the script.

In The Lion and the Jewel we have a scnpt whick
presents 2 variation on an archetypal theme: the mivalry
—in this case, mainly sexual—between youth and old
age. Wole Soyinka makes this familiar theme to the
theatre relevant to West African life by making the
representatives of youth, Lakunle and Sidi, also the
advocates of a very questiopable form of progress. Whem
the play opens Sidi is ready to accept some of the
new-fangled ways of the comic village school-teacher
Lakunle. Her acceptance opposes him; but both Sadiku
and the Bale remark the school teacher’s influence om
her thoughts®. Thus in spite of the apparent disagree-
ment betwesen Sidi and Lakunle, over kisses and the
bride-price, they both represent youth against the cunm-
ning old rake Baroka. At the end of contest however
it is the cunning of old age which wins against youth.

The Sub-textual Meaning of the Script

The play thus proceeds by a series of dramatic rever-
sals: In the moming scene, Lakunle and Sidi tumn
youthful courtship into a battle of wits between the
sexes, made grotesque by the flamboyant language of the
village school-teacher who is hopelessly in love with
the illiterate village beauty. Lakunle comes off very
badly in this contest and the scene ends with dance
which celebrates Sidi’s vanity. (he triumph of her youth-
ful beauty over ineffectual manhood.

The triumph of course is premature and the Bale,
who joins the general celebration with meaningful
glances at the flushed village beauty, proceeds to lay
his plans for the seduction.

Sub-textual Meaning and the Dance

We need not recount the rest of the defails of the
action on the play. For our concern is with those nodal
points of the plot, those moments in the umnfolding
action, when speech cannot adequately express what
the characters are underoging and when the dance, the
bodily movement to music, objectifies the life of the
play.*

There are four such moments in the course of the
play: the first is at the end of the morning scene when
Sidi celebrates her renowned beauty; the second, at
the beginning of the night sceme, when Sadiku per-
forms the spell, followed by a dance expressing her
supposed emasculation of the Bale; the third moment
is the wrestling-match, between the Bale and his court
wrestler in which the Bale effectively demonstrates his
prowess and anticipates his seduction of Sidi. The final
moment is the dance which celebrates the cuckolding
of Lakunle and the marriage of Sidi and the Bale.

These are all ritual moments, moments of celebra-
tion, which dances, carefully choreographed, ought to
project. We become aware of them as we pay attention
to the underlying life of the play, to that struggle be-
tween youth and old age, between the comic image of
the evolue and crafty traditienalism.

(1) In fact it is because she is first seduced by the glamorous ways

of the city, which Lakunle advocates, that she later capitulates

to the old Bale who speaks, at the crucial moment, in the very
f the willage schookteacher.

@ In some ways the play isclf celebrates this potency sod
the

speech, especially at its most transiucent, into bedily
gctions and m which as precisely
and directly as possible, the emotional basis, the sub-

thing dope, over the thing said.

Ttw Bale seduces Sidi Eommm by demonstrating his prowess
the wrestling mu;h This IS’ why v.he be

chommuhnd to explicit its

Qpoku does ot uk: muca Lruublo over Lbls match which becomes.

drawn-out and redios
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factor precipitated independence for the Belgian Congo.
Roberto: Holden, Felize Moumie and other political
leaders, also returned home rejuvenated from the/AAPC.
Second, the Bureau was meant to transplant the Pan-Afri-
canist movement from alien to African soil so as to
achieve greater cohesion and realism. Thus, the Conferen-
ce of Independent African States (1958) which Padmore
was instrumental in convening, did once and for all dis-
prove the fiction of the language-barrier between Franco-
- phone and Anglo-phone Africans, and furthermore
helped to iron out the age-old differences between Arab
and Negro Africans. Not so successful was the abortive
Ghana-Guinea-Mali Union, although one might say

that it was after all, only a feasibility study in practical -

Pan-Africanism. It however redeemed itself by pro-
voking the establishment of other more meaningful
socio-economic unions.

Thirdly the Bureau was established to bring about
dis-affiliation of Africans from foreign-sponsored insti-
tutions such as the All-African Trade Union Federation
(AATUF) which tried to break its links with both
the WFTU and the ICFTU. A Pan-African Union, of
Journalists, Farmers and Women’s Organisations were
also formed subsequently. What happened at the Burean
afterwards were never anticipated by Padmore; they
were distortions and abuses of original ideas and ideals
for which he should not be held responsible.

It is probably best to leave judgement on all Padmore-
inspired movements to the safe perspective of history.
However, any proyisional assessment of his role in the
anti-colonial and Pan-Africanist movements will find
it hard to condone a recent decision to remove the name
“Padmore” from the title of a library that was named
after him in/ Accra. The Stalinists could be excused
striking off Trotsky’s name from their records; and so
could the Kruschevites their treatment of Stalin—on
political grounds. One wonders whether the above deci-
sion was also based on political grounds, that is, disen-
chantment with the Pan-Africanism of George Padmore,
or whether it was just not properly considered. George
Padmore deserves every form of recognition except
cpitaphs of doubtful merit.

Miscellaneous

Below is the commenfary which was read over Radio
Nigeria, Lagos after Mr. Harlley’s speech at the U.N.
Following  this commentary, both the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs and the Ghana High Commission in Lagos
issued statements denying any intention of bad faith,
and Mr. Bonsu, Commissioner for Information, made
a special trip to Lagos to explain Ghana’s attitude.

This was recorded by a member of the LSIN.A.

—Editor.

NIGERIA’S. DUBIOUS FRIENDS:
GHANA AND GAMBIA

By
Atiamo Elegho
(Commentatar on Current Affairs, Radio Nigeria)
AFRICA and the whole world received that terrible
jolt a few days ago when it was reported that Ghana
and Gambia attempted to raise the question of Nigeria’s
internal problems in the General Assembly of the United
Nations. As the report went, the Nigerian delegate,
Chief Simeon Adebo, promptly objected to this clandes-

tine move, making it abundantly clear that ¢
incompatible with respect for the sovereignty and
torial integrity of Nigeria and not a step caley
to promote African Unity. ThiS was an extre
fitting answer to a treacherous move by two coun
who have been regarded all along as the tradif
friends of Nigeria, a friendship which dates back
the colonial era.

Ghana’s Harlley and Gambia’s Njie were :M
traitors- at the United Nations, to the Commonyeali
and the Organisation of African Unity, when ey
attempted to raise the Nigerian question, because thu
two  bodies have seen and accepted the conflict
Nigeria’s internal problem.

Since the crisis in Nigeria began, almost all Ghu.‘
newspapers have always been giving out distonsl
versions of the events in Nigeria. The papers by
always tried to show up Ojukwu as the defender of
an oppressed people whereas this is far from the th
The papers have been suggesting, recently a negotiaisd
peace which, if accepted, will amount to acoepm"
Ojukwu’s rebellion. All along, it was thought in Nigt
that these papers were expressing opinions which
Ghana Government did not share. But the fact i
Mr. Harlley attempted to take a stand which obyiousy
had Government backing, in New York, puts the whot
issue of Ghana's attitude in a different perspective

This raises, more than ever before, the question &
the suitability of General Ankrah as a member of &
group of six Heads of State who are coming to i
sult Nigeria on the crisis. The inference one can di
from what happened at the United Nations is il §
General Ankrah has clearly taken sides. When sudi s
man is allowed to come to Nigeria, he is coming oty
to fish in troubled waters. Will such a man be a fit s
proper person to represent an organisation which ¥
delegate at the United Nations had blatantly betrayed®

What is happening now leaves genuine friends
Nigeria to wonder what the General was actually up i
when Nigeria met at Aburi, with him acting as ¢
peace maker. The painful conclusion one is led (o some
to is that General Ankrah was, in fact, wanfing &
preside over the disintegration of Nigeria, a coutlily
Ghana has always envied for her size and potentislh
If, as people have now started to believe, (his ¥
the role General Ankrah had assigned himself (0 pi
the General needs reminding that one of the ford
which worked against Nkrumah and which eveatidlf
helped in his overthrow was his subversive activili
against other African states. The question might %
asked: Is Ankrah trying to take up from where Nlru
mah ended? Certainly the Chairman of Ghanss N
tional Liberation Council will not want to go the &€
way as the dictator he had helped to overthrow.

Gambia’s own attitude is also difficult to undmﬂf‘d
It is extremly baffling what this micro of a staté whieh
has a population of not more than that of Lagos 1
up to. It is equally baffling why the leaders .0("
country which has proved unable to open and mainti®
an office at the United Nations since she obtained B
independence years ago will want to engage in {“l’m'
sion. One would have thought that the counttys Lo
ders will think more about their unprogressive aﬂﬂ::
my which Britain still has to prop than d'b,
in the internal problems of another, more P""“_‘":
country. This is clearly the case of the mt wanting
give lessons about survival to a fully growa ele

y
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Affinities 10 the Classical Greek Theatre

The sentral characters involved in these moments
must have the technical ability to mate the transition
ffum the verbal drama to the drama as celebration.

main stage-managers, calling for a dance

celehrate what they themselves are supposed

rgoing is o make the dance mercly decora-
as in the clussical Gireek drama, they must
the dance. For. as characters in the
the focal point of what
c-chorus is supposed to be under-

are only

Technical Difficulties
of the perennial and archetypal drives
ed in this play is to begin to under-
| something of its appeal to a varied audience.
} © to be sadly aware of how amateurish and
the directing. the choreography
It is true that the producers
greal deal of technical difficulty, i.e.
their bodies, voice projec-
involvement were quite
lemands of the complex they
*Opokit. for example. was faced with a
1 mely difficult to define a
for dancing. But the central problem

WWATE

ince was
Wit
eness of

roles

duction never quite solved is lo work
d organic relation between the ver-
There is no simple formula
problems. But a
he look-out and plumbing the depths of

pass them on to a

ind the dance

1 seripl will raise new

hints and

If
The

then

The

tion

with

find

then

development

in the Kind
perfarmers. [ have no doubt in my mind that the roots
of that
therefore

comings
and the Jewel offers a very entertaining evening—thanks
to some superb sense of timing and performance from
George Ay

imitating the

Towards the Concept of an adequate Drama School

I am right in suggesting that the production of
Lion and the Jewel offers a guide-line for the
of a really virile and indigenous theatre,
there is an overwhelming necd for a re-orientation
of training we give to our professional

dance. We
and

training must be in the
have a

cannot

scparate dance-school theatre-

school recruiting students with differing qualifications
as is the case now at Legon. This is a very outmoded
system of training people for our indigenous theatre.

results of this system are obyious in the produc-
under review. On the one hand. we have dancers

whose bodies are trained and expressive but who are
incapable of playing roles in the verbal drama: and. on
the other hand, we have people trained for playing roles
in the verbal drama who are scarcely aware of what they
are doing with their bodies.

is true that in spite of its many technical short-
the Wilson-Opoku production of The Lion

sonor-Williams. as Lakunle. and to the

“'dance-spectacles™. Bul success in the theatre is not
fortuitous. it requires conscious artistry and hard work.
And unless dance research, dance teaching, academic

study of the theatre and the drama go hand in hand

performing. there' is no hope of our getting rid

of the mess in which most production in our playhouses

course we can choose 1o continue
forms of the verbal drama: but
we must reckon with emptly auditoriums

themselves. Of

sterile
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