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ABSTRACT

The study examined the poetic output of a prominent Ghanaian Muslim scholar,
known as Sheikh Umar bin Abu Bakr Krachie (1850-1934 AD), who wrote extensively
between the late 19" and 20" centuries. The object of the study was to bring to light
the primary features of Umar’ s poems across the major poetic genres, and to highlight
some of the artistic features embedded in a selective sample of his poetic and prose

works.

In order to accomplish the aforementioned goals, the study combined historical
and descriptive analysis approaches: the former facilitated the acquisition of
historical data on Umar’ s life, as well as some insights into the occasions of his
poetic works, while the latter was chiefly used in the description and analysis of

Umar’ s work. Among others, the study revealed the following:

1. Umar’s contribution towards to Arabic—Islamic scholarship as at his life—time,
had no parallel in Ghana.

2. Beside his prose work on letter writing published in Egypt in 1879, most of his
productions are poems of varying themes.

3. He wrote on very pressing and timely occasions such as the devastating impacts
of the colonial powers on West Africa.

4. While most of his poetic works across the major genres are in Arabic, he has
written a few works in Hausa worthy of note.

5. Apart from a few instances, his poems are characterized by its simplicity; both
in terms of thoughts and expressions, and are often devoid of wild
imaginations.

6. Umar seemed quite drawn to figures of speech such as assonance, alliteration,
and pun, which only beautify poems, but barely contribute in terms of

elaboration of thought.
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1-Institute of African Studies<University of Ghana.lASAR/135 African perspectives 143-145.
2 .
-Martin
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1-Martin<“Translations. . .”op.cht. Martin informs us that al-H@jj ‘Umar’s great grandfather was associated with
‘UthmandanFodio at Gobir<where according to Martin al-Hdjj” Umar’s great grandfather originated.

2 .In a letter written to me by a professor Martin<dated 20/11/67 and 13//2/68<Martin observed that al-Hdjj ‘Umar was not a
great literary figure but that he was influential and honest.

3-Vide IAS/AR121; op.cit. Lines 21 and 28.

4-Vide«Martin “Translations . .. ” op.cit. p. 193.cf note 2 Chapter 1.

5 -Vide al-Hgjj ‘Umar<IAS/AR 1350p.cit. Line 138 - 139.
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1 -ibid; IAS/AR 127 lines 148 - 149.

2-ibid ;Mébalu Hind na’at ‘anna bi ghyrgila IAS/AR 138.

3-This is an untitled poem attributed to al-Hdjj 'Umar<which the author composed in praise of friends<studentsc<and admirers
who gave him money and presents. The poem is classified as IAS/AR 161

4-This man Sal law was "the son of the famous Khdlid of Yendi. He was named Sarki (chief) of Zongo (merchant

Quarters of Hausa people) in Kumasi in the late 1920's and soon rose to an authority that was unequal-led in Ashanti history
for a non-royal office holder. He is said to have placed the late AsantehenePrempeh Il in his jail (though only for a few
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hours) in reprimand for petty offence ¢ * = In 1934 the British government deported him (assisted his escape) to Nigeria
over problems arising from his political power within the Zongo as well as Ashanti. He was returned in 1953 to Accra at
the request of Prime Minister Nkrumah and was allowed to return to Kumasi shortly after independence«two years prior to
his death." vide C.C. Stewart<Tijanniya in Ghana<unpublished M.A. thesis<University of Ghana¢Institute of African
Studies«1965.

1-Vide,al-Hajj ‘Umar ,GaadaratSalmaaDayaaran IAS/AR 133,lines 27-29.

2 -Martin<"Translations *** “op.cit.; p. 190.

3-ibid; pp. 190¢192. We are told by Martin that all three compositions exist in published works<that the Kitdbsarhat al wariga
was printed in Cairo in the Majmu'atahtawiala'l-gasd’id¢<Isa al-Babi al Halabi ca. 1950<and that the two religious poems
were also published in Al-Qasa’idalash'ariyat<Cairo«<1367/1947-8.

4-ibid; P. 192.
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1 -This poem was directed by the author to a certain Musa who was active in Northern Ghana at the turn of the century and
who claimed to be a Mahdi. For full details of this poem vide note 11¢supra.

2-1 have not had access to this poem but according to theinformation gathered from Martin<"Translations *** "op.cit; p. 191«it
could be found in the Arabic Collections

of the Institute of African Studies<University of Ghana,Serial number IAS/AR 76.

3-Al-HajjSalih was a TijaniMaqqadam (local leader) of Jenne who died in 1932¢vide<Hodgkin<op.cit; etPaulMarty<Etudes sur
Islam en Coted'lvoire<Editions Ernest Leroux<1922¢p. 224.

4-Vide,al-Hajj'Umar<Bahr al Hagq«IAS/AR 132.

5-Cf. note 24 supra.

6-Cf. note 9 supra.

7-Cf. note 18 supra.
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