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CE: 
H $ P!"tf'!'t Curi"pty of the PIIMic/; 
fit' -1itIrxr 1IIIlJ c'htri~lItt to fix 

tk Produce of dillont COlm­
of Foreign Nations, Jul­

Will whllt meo 
tbis II'ork at this 
that tje Mn-jt 

if " t. ~ 'If Guinea has 
~ rN". -.f/ltllir BDOks of T'rll-
"'_ t6at it • IJ1I&t curious and IIft-
j'wI!t n"., if with which 
.. kfi tlw inttrillr Part oj' 

IrtuJ t'f1t1I 'With r~lf to tbe Co,zjl fllCb 
~ hllppm tlm't witbin th, 
II ft'tIJ nvs, tllIlI the II'rittrs of 

;tJIrJ t~ tlT't 1IIW'r tl! IlLoft Jor 
_d til the/111M tilllt thtl! ;t tn-

" 'of ,,,!!!, foCt WI IIrt tillily ftnti-
m ofPrrlJII! to tbtll Coa), who CIl1l. 

1wot the /atejl and kJl.llccounts 
• P/4it to wbii:b t~ are goi,,~, 

. Atdbor aJlPtars to hll'Vt /mn II Man 
UII cOlllpr,rhny;w Gmius, wry tzifi'IJt anJ dili. .. ,. 
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gent, and 'lL'ithalJurnijh'd with unufual C?J'p~r­
tunities qf acquiring the KizO"dlledge be .fo.rgbt. 
He was appointed by the African Company to 
furvey and make Draughts if their .)(Itimrmtl, 
3hd was furnijh'd 'lL'itb fuch Powers fir tbat 
Purpoft as enabled him to gratify blS Curiq/ity 
in every other Refpetl. Th,s If crk Iberifore 
may be ,ilfflly faid to b,' OJ ccm as an)'7. ng 
if its Kind, can be e,v:petled. H las ugu/m-ly 
difc;ribed the feveral Kingdoms .( Seltklllmts 
on the CoqJ/ in the State they in at tk 
Time he made bis Survey. II. IJ P rttl:u-
lor OJ to the Nature of the th lIa-
lity if the Soil, the !l.atural H/lory in all it's 
Branches if every Countr. eugb uhich k 
trawl/'d, and at thefame'l neg/ttls n tbing 
that 1IIay yrw to give a.1u Idea of th Hi­
Jlary and Politicks ortb(/~ P 'Ill'. .AJ 6 as 
all ceeurate Dr4,ugbts-!.fa • 11 /; 
I'd UPOIl tbat the Cllts were tak n tl 
ana the AttClltioll TCfuijite In . 
muJl bave render'd the Author more cell at 
in his De(eript:',ns tban a lYlan if f171 t.,. I II 

wouiJ law beOi. On tbe JVhole, as I is 1 ' 
IS nt<'.J.', curious a1/d u(tjid it 'U,'as a Kind 1. -
Jlit), to the Pub/ick to Jujer it to rmUl' I 
In 1.1S. tbe Amll/iTllmt only if a jF'.JJ 'U,b, ad 
Accifs to th,' Ltbrtzry <ohert it 'Was d ~ ted. 
if is l'oped th rifm' tbat tbe Pub/uk 11 r -
cri",'( kindly a Preflnt tbat merits their F. 
'I.'our, and ,,'allts on&' to he rrad ;n orikr I 
be ali ro .... cd. 
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GUINEA. 

• 

HE Roy AL AFRICAN COM_ 

PANY OF ENG LAND, being 
very defirous to have an exact 
Account of all 'their Settlements 

on the Coaft of G U I N E A, came to a Re­
folution in the Year 1726, to fend out a 
PerfoD fitly qualified f~r that Enterprize, on 
board one of their own Ships. According­
ly, they pitch'd upon me, and, after a 
due Examination, granted me a Commif­
{Ion; the Copy of which is as follows; 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Mr. William Smith, 

" THE Royal AfTi .. 
" ElIgltllld , 

" You in their Service, _. ftrfoo' 
" qualified, to take exalt ..... 
" and Profpects of all me 
" clements; as alfo of all 
"vers Harbours an , , 
"Trade, on the • 4P*.. fic_n 
" Gambia to l¥hydah. 
" quired and directed to 

" their own Slllp 
"Lh,ingjlollf, COlmrnar 
" ceed on her forth IV ith 
" upon your Arrival 
" an e>."aCl Surv~y of 
" Entrance thereof "'P 
.. lfiand, together 
., Bearings, and fuch 
" You 010111 judge 
" tailli ng a compleat 
" Jhe (aid River . 
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eN -ydir 1\Itiftl kt eat FIlrt an ']4711£S 
« m.4, yun ~ to tppli youtfelf withoUt ., 1_ r.if Timc, to 1IIke an Plan adtl • 
c. of thc 1idtle, together with 
" the ather Views and Draughts, as yoU 
It 1haI1 • proper and nectffiuy Mt oUr 
.. bttta Infollllation, as to the Nature, 
cc Ufc:fulnri: and ~ of that Fort • 

• 

.. F II. 0 M Gamhia you are to proceed 0t1 

.. ibc Ship to S;~ River, where 
cc are to ob&ve the 1lut'te Orders and 
a with. refped: to that River, 
... '!/IIjJi l1Iand, Bntft and our Fort 
... ibi: .. in the Riva- Gtlmhia w 

• 

.. FROM Sim"llk"" you are to ~d 
•• to Cape MfIIIfIt, and if Captain Living­
• }wi fhaIl judge, that. he may make the 

SbtrlJr, in his Way, without much 
r.-of T.inIe, you are to take the moIl 

.. aid Dfto--. and SIUVCY of that Ri­
aver .. , ... adjIOtllt, as the Time will 
.. iIo .... 

• 
• • 

• 
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the Wita', is alinoll as vJ1ibIe as 
a ing-fi1h in the Air, being of 

dent Blue, till ftruck or hook .... 
tllrns to a bright Green. bat... on 
board it changes to a Yella... aIift, 
and after Death it is as pale a SiherColouru 
a Mullet, Nor doa the any Way 
refemb!e what our or 
defcribc! but is exadly a.pd like the 
Draught in Nnmber 2. 

Of! tf'buif'lIJ the 22d of &lttmkr, M 
made the [-and, bearirig Etll by South 
di1bmt about fIX Leagues. It ..... low !e­
ye! Sandy Beach, a JjHk to the North 
of Cape Ytr', 'rhisba eb '.llObclib a­
traordinary good -' Ilad not 
han!' d away to the 
four Hours we me the Ctpc) be--
inc a my 

Hilts 
likca 

<aU'd bJ the .. 
~k III Ora. of thia ~ 
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bring him back, and fo prevent further Mif­
chief. The Ga1(lhia Sloop was commanded 
by Mr. Orfeur, one of the Company's Fac­
tors, who had been bred partly on board a 
Man of War. He knowing the Channel, 
took the Advantage of the Midnight Ebb to 
carry him down the River below the Ark. 
which he effected without being difcovered 
by any of Edmollfon's Crew, which were in 
all but nine; befides himfelf, ".liz. the three 
white Boys beforementioned, and fix igno­
rant new purchafed Slaves. As foon as D;lY 
brqite, both Sloops began to weigh their 
Anchors, but the Pirate feeing and knowing 
the Gambia Sloop, was refolved to force his 
Way out to Sea, if pollible. Accordingly 
he arm'd fome of the Slaves, and told the 
white Boys he would {ho~ them, unlee< 
they fought for him; As Coon as their An­
chors were up, they got under Sail, and 
ftood towards one another, and when they 
came within Hale, Mr. (Jr(wr call'd to Ed-

• 

monJon to bring too; but the Pirate made no 
other Anfwer than by firing a Brace of Mu­
Iket Balls at him, which, tho' it did no 
Damage, yet the bl:K:k Men on board t11C 
Gambia Sloop, were fo incenfed at t11at un-

expected 

• 

• 
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c:al1' d to the Piraa..to 

«the bIIdt 
Breaft. Tbe .­
hie they 

alba-s .............. 
ed 

Was 
aooght up. 
fie Jay at 
ber. • 
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which mounted twelve Guns, com­

manded by Captain Hefler, who lay at Gam­
mil, and was bound down the Coaft a 

Slaving. 

• 
ON 'Tutjday the 27th of S(pt(mber I be-

gan my Survey, which held me till Monday, 
the lOth of OClober, and then not without 
fome Difficulty I ended it; for the very fuft 
Day I went a Shore to Gillifree, a finall 
Town on the Maine, oppofite James Ifiand, 
in order to take the Diftance from thence to 
the Hland, I fear'd I had undertaken an Im­
poBibility, all the Shore being deep Cwampy 
Mild, Co that it was hardly pollible to mea­
fure, or even to get from one Station to a,­

nother: At firft, indeed, a Couple of ftout 
Negroes carried me on their Shoulders, but 
the Mud growing Co deep that they were 
fcarce able to carry themfelves, being up to 
their Buttocks every Step, I was obliged to 
difinount -and wallow aiong between them, 
the beft I cou'd, 'till I got to my Cecond 
Station. Had I been upon the dry Land, 
it was Co cover'd with thick Wood and 
Weeds, that not only my View, but even 
my PaCIage mull: have been intercepted; be. 

fides 
• 

• 
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ON Thurfday, the Third of NO'Vfmlm-, 
we law Land, bearing Eaft North Eaft, a­
bout Ten Leagues diftant; we founded and 
had Twenty-five Fathom come Sand, with 
fmall Stones. The Land being very high, 
we fuppos'd it to be the high Lands of 
Sierra/rone, and therefore we crowded our 
Sails all that ever we could, in hopes of 
making Land before Night, ha ng but a 
very eafy Gale at Eafi-South-Eall. About 
Eleven o'Clock, we faw a ail in Shore, 
and when we drew nigher we perceiv'd 
that {he lay by, and was waiting for us: 
This ga\'e us various Appre (iOIlS, know­
ing how bufy the Pirates had been the 
Year before, on the Coaft of Guinea. We 
therefore put oUEfe!vcs in the beft Pofl:ure 
of Defence we could, and h ld our Courfe 
till .tbout Fin: in the Atternoon when we 
C-.lIllC lip ,lIld (puke with him, who prov'd 
to he no Pira , but< a very good Friend 
and Acqu.lintance, viz. C"ptain Creighton 
of the 0u en Elizubctb, bound from Sifr­
'(J eo1lf to Rio Nunoz trading for Gold. 
Ivory, and CUll wood ; who feeing us ftand 
in for the ~d fuppos'd we were bound 

for 

• 
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down like a Spout, fo that we could fill all 
our Cafks without the Help of a Tundilh, 
Here we water'd. And the Bottom of the 
Bay being pretty clear of Rocks, we drew 
our Sain, or N ct, and catch' d good Store 

• of large Mullet<, and other Fifh: Alfo an 
Alligator, which the Negroes devour'd 
greedily. 

ON Sunda)" the Sixth of /Ii (mb~r, we 
all went up to Benft lIland, whereon fiands 
a regular Piece of Fortifi Uon, on \\hich 
are mounted twenty-tw Pieces of heavy 
Cannon; befides a Bat under the Fort 
Wall, on which are Eleven Pieces 
more. This Inand is the Refidence of the 
Governor. When we I ded, Mr. Charks 
took Poifeffion 'of his Government, and had 
our Complements on that Occafion, though 
mine happen \1 to be unluckily fpoil'd in 
the making, for at, that Time not being a­
ble to recollect the Name of the lfiand of 
which he was Governor, I blundcr'd out 
Baralrnria, (which is an fnand of no Re­
pute) infiead of Brnft; a fad Miftake in­
deed I 

o 
• 
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which is very broad at the Entrance, being 
above Four Leagues from the Cape to LtD­

pards III nd, at the oppofite Side of the 
River's Mouth. The Middle, indeed, is 
very !hallow being dry at Low Water in 
fame Places, for the Depth of the Channel 
lies clore in by the Cape; and thofe who 
fail into Sierra/tone, muft keep the Star­
board Shore c1of.: aboasd, fuling always 
c10fe under the high Hills, where they may 
be fure of regular So, 1d' , and in all the 
Bays extraordinary good nchoring Ground; 
but ncar the Edge of ~ ::>hoals, the Bot­
tom is very uneven and 1 Ground, as be­
fore obferv'd. 

IN this Riv.er, the Company have two 
IIlands, 'Viz. T ASS 0, a Lrge ndt Illand, 
near three Leagues in Circumfl"rence, on 
which the Company's Slaves have a good 
Plant~tion. The {eft of the Illand is ca­
\"cr"d with \Vood, .. mong which are Silk 
Cotton Trees of an unaccolmtable Size; a­
ther Cotton is alfo produc'd here very good 
and Indica. Their other Hland is BENsE, 
on which fiands the Fort I have above de­
(crib'd. 

THIS 
• 
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it £Uls down again in a Body fufficient to 
founder any Ship; which undoubtWly has 
been the Fate of many a Ship where no 
Man was left alive to tell. Thcrefute to a­
void it, all Ships, when near them, endea­
vour to break them by firing at them, for 
though the Ball !hould not hit them, yet 
the Concuffion of the Air Celdom fdils to 
break them, and then they co e down, as 
before-mention'd, without any Damage to 
the Ship. OtherwiCe, as the Sun's Power 
draws them to and fro on the Surface of the 
\Vater, no Ship cou'd be fafe near them. 
At a Diftance, they look like huge Pillar; 
rear'd or fet up from the Sea to the Hea­
vens, whofe Tops are regularly difpers'd in­
to dark Clouds; for tho' no Cloud was to be 

• 

feen at the fiill Riling of the Water-fpout, 
yet the Sky !hall quickly be overcafl: with 
Clouds that are vilibly form'd out of it, 
which feldom f~il to bring good Store of 
Lightning and Thunder, efrcciJlly when 
the Sun is down, which happcn'd to be our 
Cafe that Night, for I never faw fo much 
Lightning, or heard fo much Thunder, be­
fore or lince. 

O . 

• 
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Return of the Flood I was forc'd to 
to Anchor, where we had not been long 
before we fpied a fmall Canoe with a fm­
gle Man in it come paddling in jpeat Hafte 
towards us, and as foon as he came aboard 
he deli\'er'd to me the aboYe Letter, which 
when I had perus'd, I caB'd the two Cap­
tains Kirkham and Riiley, and read it to 
them. I then declar'd, that it was my 
Defign to go immediately to the Aa'!ftance 
of Holt/itch and Allm, and that we had no­
thing to fcar, finct: we Md 8 good Sloop 
with eight Guns moun~d> anet 1 
concluded, that we ougltt not tt:) fbmd by 
tamely and fee onr robb'd before 
our Faces. KirklJd". anfw-er'd, that his IIi­
il:ruaions fiol1l Goyernor Chotrlts was to mice 
Orders from me, and therefGre faid, that 
whatfoever I commandeJ he was ready and 
willing to ohey to the utmoft of his Power, 
But Rid/,), [.lid, it was Madne[s with fix or 
eight Men to att:!ck three or four Hundred. 
I then laid before him the Advantages we 
were polfef:;'d of, and the Probability of our 
SoccefS; and this I did with 10me WalUth. 
Ri'lry made me no Reply, buc 
down into the Cabbin where the ~. 

he 

, 









66 A Voynge to Guinea. 

that he Ihould be put to Death. We­
knowing this were the more embolden'lf 
to do as we did. I dragg'd his Majefty by 
the Thro~t, as he before had ferv'd .A/1m, 
down to the \Vater-fide, aqd put him into 
a Canoe with Orders to Ridll!V and Wild ~ 

• 
carry him aboard the Sloop, and put him 
in Irons. His SubjeCts! to hom his Per­
fon was facred, could not bear to fee their 
King taken away /Tom them in that Man­
ncr, therefore feem' d refolv d to \ enture 
their Lives to ref cue him: Accordingly 
they laid hold of the c.moe, nor would 
they let her go off, till e, by cutting and 
wounding [everal of the that held her, 
made Way for her to la nch out, That 
done, we had a harder T~1k to prevent 
them /Tom running into the Water again 
to pull her alhore; for they pretS'd fo up­
on us that we were Knee deep in the Wa­
ter, and one of th~m full of Revenge, and 
regard Ids of his Life, got out into the W'il­
ter behind me, rdolving to cleave my Skull 
with a 'Ttlrkijh Scimitar, which Rid/ry per­
ceiving, leap'd out of the Canoe, and juft 
came time enough to give him a Back­
Stroke, which took the Fellow's Wri! as 

it 
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already, and that the Slaves that were of­
fer'd m, might through Treachery be the 
utter Ruin of us, at leaft they mull: be an 
additional Weight upon the Company, 4. 
That our Removal would be of fome Ser­
vice to the Company, by faving the Cole 
which was pajd to the King of Sberbro. 

Up 0 N which, the l\Ianagement of the 
Removal of the Company's Effe. s was left 
to Me and Ho/ditch, and we thought pre­
per to intreat Mr. Cummerbus to return to 
the King of Sherbro, and hold a Pallaver 
with him, whiHl: we accompliih'd the De­
fign. He did fo. And a Signal being gi­
ven to CUlllllltrbuI, by the Firing off of a 
Gun, he concluded the Pallavel", with tell­
ing his Maji:ll:y, in an angry Tone, that he 
had been very impolitick in treating the 
Ellg/ifb in the Manner he had done by at­
tempting to rob the FaCtory; that we bad 
already put the Company's EffeCts on board 
the Canoes, in order to be carried out of 
his Kingdom dOWll to JamoiclI, of which 
that Gun he had heard was a Signal. His 
Majdl:y feem' d very uneafy at the Relation, 
and his SubjeCts began to mutiny. Mr. 

Cumm"bus 
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CJnoes directly, in Order to convey him 
and his People, immediately order'd them 
to repair to the Factory-houfe for that 
Night. The next Morning, the Canoes ar­
riv'd from Shtrbro, and the King foon after 
embark'd hIs Troops, after having rejected 
the Propofal of forrle of his Nobles, of 
burning the Factory-Houfe. But to return 
from this feeming Digreffion 

WE had got every Thing on board T line 
enough to fail next Ebb, and tho' we had 
fo many Canoes in tow after us, yet we 
reach'd Jamaica that Tick. I went aihore 
with Mr. Cummerbus, and pitch'd upon 
two good Houfes, whi(: I bought fur a 
Trifle of hi£Il' for the Company's Ufe, and 
the fame Afternoon we unlo~ded (ome of 
the Canoes, and ftow'd the Goods in one 
of the Houfes, the next Dly we brought 

all 

• 
they (,hofe ont (If thl' Commml.!lq", Pdf.:U; a 1 .U1<:tJ 

in Y l'an;, ((or "(,illig ,len re ft t .. I()m adml!'ted into 

thiS V cncr~hle Alfc.:m!llq who arc (lhlig.'d to f'xprrfS 
their Graticwfc to t~) Ir Elclling Brethren by a P, rent 

• of, Cow, and f,·me Drink, a(,a which they are uw 
(ully :ulmirt::u "" c~n .. rm J. 
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foundering. All this being very true we 
agreed to row on a little longer in Hopes of 
feeing either the Land, or the Sloop. A­
bout an Hour after, we found ourfelvcs near 
fome fmall Breakers, which we fuppofed to 
have been the aforefaid Ledge of funken 
Rocks that lay from the Shore almoll: to 
the Sloop. They being upon oue Right 
Hand we row'd along by the Side of them, 
not doubting but they would be fureGuide 
to us, either to the Shore or the VetTe!. 
When we had row'd a lit:.le \Vay wecamc 
to the End of them, but could fee no Light 
from the Sloop; then we row'd a little &e­
ther upon the fame Coone as near as we 
could guefs, but were frill in the Drak. 
This gave US various Apprehenfions, nor 
could we tdl what to do; 'tis certain Kirk­
bam was entirely in the Fault, for he fiay'd 
fo long bargaining about a Man-Slave he 
bought aihore, that Night fiole upon us 
unawares; however, I would not upbraid 
him with it in this Extremity. 

• 
W HI L E we were thus furrounded with 

difmal Thoughts, we on a fudden were 
furprifed by the roaring of fome wild Beall:, 

I 

• 

























































• 

I 24 A r oyage to Guinea. 

THE Grand Caboceroe of this Town, 
is a Chrifiian, nam'd 'Thomas Ojiat, He 
was carried when young to Ireland, where 
his Mafier dying, left him in Care with a 
Widow, whofe Name was Pennington, who 
kept the Crown or Faulcoll Tavern near the 
Change in Cork, She took Care of his Edu­
cation, and had him baptiz' d by the Reve­
rend Dr. Maul, now Lord Bifhop of 
Cloyne. After having obtain'd his Freedom, 
in this Manner, he in Time return'd home 
to Cape Coaj!, where he now lives in very 
great Grandeur, and is of the utmofi Service 
to the Englijh, both for the carrying on 

- their Trade in the Inland Country, and pre­
ferving Pe~ce with all the neighbouring 
Powers, efpecially the Town of Elmina, 
where fiands that great and fuong Dutch 
Fort, which is the R"fidence of their Genc-

• 
ral, and is but Three Leagues dif1:ant from 
Cape Coafl. There has feldom been a good 
Underfbnding between thofe two Places, 
either among the White Men or the Blacks. 
A little before I arriv'd here, there happen'd 
to be a VVar between the Two Towns of} 

• Cape COq}l, and St. George's de Elmintl, at 
~hich 

































WE learn from Bo/man's Defcription or 
the Gold Coaft, that it is but Sixty Miles 
long, 'Tis certain, that a great many know 
the Difference between Dutch and EngliJb 
Miles, yet every one that reads that Book 
may not; therefore it is a Fault in the 
Tranflation to call them Miles which are 
one Third more than Leagues. However, 
I find by my Survey, that the aforefaid Hi-

t ftorian was not always right in computing 
Diftances. Therefore to clear up all which 
to the Englijh Reader, let it be fufficient to 
tell, that the Gold Coaft begms at the River 
Mancha, and extends itfelfSouth-Eaft twen­
ty Leagues to Cape 'Tine Points, from 
thence Eaft-North-Eaft ninety Leagues to 
the River Volta, in all One Hundred and 
Ten Leagues, or Three Hundred and Thir­
ty Miles in Length. The Breadth cannot 
be very much, for that only may properly 
be call'd a Coaft, which is the Border Of 
any Country. There are, indeed, Ten or 

./ Eleven little Kingdoms or Commonwealths 
whofe Borders on the Sea Coaft are contain­
ed within the faid Extent, and are faid to 

reach a confiderable Way up the Inland 
Country 

























I 50 A P oyage to Guinea. 
feCts, on which they feed. Undoubtedly, 
they follow the Sun, from thofe bot Cli­
mates to Europe, and return again with it 
in Autumn, as may be fuppos'd of Wood­

cocks from Cold Climes. 

A s for the other Birds b fore-mention' d, 
they are all fo well known in Europe that 
it would b<! ncedlefs to give: y Defcrip­
tion of them. I (hall therefore hav~ done: 
with this SubJeCt, and now come to the: 

Reptiles. 

THOSE which I have: taken moft No­
tice of on the Gold Coafi: are Ants, Snakes, 
Scorpions, Centipees, Guanoes, Lizarda. 
Cockroches, Spiders, Frogs and Toads. 
The lill being at perpetual War with the: 
Snakes; as are alfo the porcupines, lOt yet 
mention'd, which (hoot fharp <l!!,ills at 
them, being about Eight or Ten Inches 
long, and (harp at both Ends, alfo of a 
horny Subftance, not unlike Tortoife­

(hell. 

THE Ants, call'd by So/01fJon an 
ing wife People, deferve the firft Place a­

mong 







lIor 0'11 e.en the 
tho' I did 

mifed by them, yet J 
0I1C of tM Ii bj::ing 
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Iy, fur 
mIt DO or 
mOIlS Cmdure, Grins 
1II!(I, till I to; .. 
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Growth of fome African Trees are than 
any in Europe. 

THE Redwood Tree, fo call'd by the 
Europeans, is alfo very large, the Timber 
very hard, and is to my thinking a Kind 
of Mohogony nothing inferior to that we 
have from the American Plantations. As 
for the European Trees, I lhall pafs them 
by in Silence, viz. Oranges, Lemons. 
Limes and Citrons, and go on to the 

Gu A V AS, which are fInall lhrubby 
Trees. The Fruit is no bigger than a 
Golden Pippin, and taftes very agreeably. 
The InfIde is of a reddilh Colour, being 
full of finall Stones, not unlike a Pome­
granate. 

THE Papaw Tree grows up in a fuait 
Stalk about feven or eight Foot high, at 
the Top of which fprouts out feverallinall 
green Branches, which bear large Leaves 
fhap'd like a Vine Leaf, and at the Bottom 
of thofe Branches near the Trunk groWl 
the Fruit. This Fruit when llic'd and 
boil'd eats tolerably well with Salt Meat, 

if 
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if pepper'd and butter'd, having little or no 
T afte of itfelf; therefore as it boils fofter 
than any Turnip, the Europeans often 
lqueeze Limes, and put Sugar to it. Af­
ter which they bake it on a Pewter-diih, 
within a good Crull, and then it exaCUy 
refembles an Apple-pye, both in Tafte and 
Colour. It is alfo ufed inllead of Apple­
Sauce when reliih'd as aforefaid with Limes 
and Sugar. • 

I H A V E already defcrib'd Plantanes and 
Bananas in my Hillary of Gambia, I there­
fore come next to the Cocoa-Nut-Tree, 
which nearly refembles a Kind of Palm­
Tree. The Leaves, or rather Branches, 
are about eighteen or twenty Foot long: I 
know not what better to compare its Shape 
to, than that of a Feather,. having a Ilrait 
Stalk in the Middle like the Q2ll, and e­
qually fcather'd on each Side with long 
fi.=p Leaves like Flag-leaves, when they 
are fuipp'd off the Pole, When unfuip'd, 
the fmall Top Parts of them are very good 
for thatching Houfc:s; being like Palm-kav-

• 
es or Branches, and are then call'd Cocoa-
leaves. The Fruit grows at the Bottom of 
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..../ S HIP S trading here have always Tents' 
clofe by the Sea-fide, by Way of \'\'are­
houfes, in whlch they put their Goods. I 
walk'd up to one of the Frmch Tents, and 
the Mate who had the Charge of the Goods 
there, happening to be a Native of IrtlllnJ, 
defir'd me (in the Englijh Language) to 
accept of a Dram, which I ]e more rea­
dily confented to, becaufe I had been a lit­
tle wetted coming aihore. There were 
a great many Ankers of Brandy piled up 
in the Tent, which feem'd wet on the Out­
fide. I therefore aik'd the Reafon of that? 
The Mate tQld me, they had been wafted 
alhore that Morning from their Long-boat, 
whlch then layoff at her Moorings, and 
that one of his Men, who help'd to rowl 
them up to the Tent, venturing a little too 
far into the Sea, after an Anker which was 
wafted afhore, happen'd to be Jeiz'd by a 
fmall Shark, whom he encounter'd with 
his Knife, and had fairly difengag'd him­
felf, but the Return of the next Wave, 
which fet the FrCllchman afloat, brought in 
two other Sharks that immediately tore the 
roor Man to Pieces, and in an Infiant de-

vour'<\ 
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" I HOP E I {hall have a better Oppor­
" tunity to defcribe the Power and Gran­
" deur of this conquering King, which 
.. has often lurpriz'd me, not thinking ever 
., to fee any Thing like it in this Part of 
" the World, I {hall therefore conclude 
'j my Letter with a {hart Account of that 
.. War, whereto I was an unfortunate Eye­
"witnefs, and from whence I fav'd na­
co thing in the World bl!t what I had on 
co my Back; and narrowly cfcap'd perifil­
•• ing in the Flames, being the Fate of 
" many Hundreds, which I had {har'd, 
" had not a Man haul'd me over the Viall 
.. of old Blanco's Haufe, in which I was 
'f fuddenly {hut up as foon as the Cry of 
.. War came, And were it not for that 
"Misfortune, I might had a Chance to 
.. make my EJ(:oape, which, I fuppofe, 
.. the King and old Blallco were afraid of, 
.. for which Reafon they fent to fecure me, 
.. However, that Haufe being the firft 
" they fet Fire to in Town, I got foon 
" enough out to be a melancholy Spcch­
" tor of the c:nfuillg Defolation, and Dc­
.' ftruction, Some Time after I was haul-
• 
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fQllo, I thall therefore drop the Subject, 
with this one A1furance to my Reader, 
that the imaginary Beauty of El;jiall Fields 
cannot furpafs the real Beauty of this Coun) 
try, which neverthelefs yields no Gold, bu 
what they have here is brought from Bra­
file by the Portugueft, to purchafe Sraves. 1/ 

• 

THE Natives here 'feem to be the moil: 
Gentleman-like Negroes in Guillea, aboun­
ding with Good Manners and Ceremony to I 
each other. The Inferior pays the utmoil: 
Deference and Refpect to the Superior, as 
do Wives to their Hufuands, and Children 
to their Parents. All here are naturally in- 11 
duftrious, and find conftant Employment, 
the Men in Agriculture and the Women 
in Spinning and Weaving Cotton, of • 
which they make Cloaths. The Men, 
whofe chief Talent is HUSBANDRY, are 
unacquainted with Arms, other wile (being 
a numerous People) they could have made 
a better Defence or Refiftance againil: the 
King of Dahomey, who fubdu'd them with-
out much Trouble, and has now laid heavy 
Taxes upon them. They are all Pagans, 
and worlhip three Sotts of Deities. The 

o 2 firil: 
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took it up in his Arms, telling me, that it 
was the Kind of Snake which was wor­
lhipp'd by the Natives, and that if I had 
kill'd it, all the Goods in his Fort, and 
our Ship would not be fufficient to ranfom 
my Life, the Country being fo very popu­
lous that I could not fiir without being feen 
by fome of the Natives; of whom there 
were feveral looking at tiS that happen' d to 
be upon their March home from their Cap­
tivity at Adrah. They came, and begg'd 
their God, which he readily deliver'd to 
them, and they as thankfully receiv'd and 
carried it away to their Fitti!h-houfe, with 
very great Tokens of Joy. 

THE I R Second-rate Gods are the tall 
Trees, for which they have a great Vene­
ration. And their laft God is the Sea, 
which they firmly believe, and not with­
out jufi Cau(e, is able to do as much for 
them as the Snake, or the Trees: But be­
cauCe that no Shue of the Oficrings thrown 
ill here, call ever revolve to the Priefis, they 
teJch th . People to pay it a finall Kind of 
dif1:ant Adoration, whi h, a< I before ob­
f~rv'd, Iluy be feen, and confequently wor-

o 3 tllipp'd 





I 

A Yoyage to Guinea. 199 

mey's Means left uncultivated, is now over- ( 
grown with poifonous ftinking Weeds. 
The {arne Accounts inform me, that an 
Accident of Fire happen'd, foon after my 
Departure, to the French Fort which burnt 
all the Houfes in it, and difmounted the 
Great Guns. The King of Dahomey, hear­
ing of this Accident, fent a Part of his Ar­
my, who were then .encamp'd at Sobee, 
down to take the French Fort; but the 

I Englijh, feeing them befieg'd in fo de-
I fcncelefs a Heap of Confufion, and dread-

ing the evil Confequences that might hap­
. pen, if the Dohomiter fhould once become 
; Mailers of that Fort, without farther Hefi­
: tation fir'd upon them, and with the firfi 
: Shot kill'd the aforef.1id wicked General 
: and his Son, &c. the fecond kill'd two of 
: the petty Captain, of War and others, the 
: third likewife did Execution: At which 
; they broke up the Siege, and ran confu-
o fedly away. 

B [ FOR E the King of Dahomey con­
quer'd this Place, the Natives were fo in­
dufirious that no Place which was thought 
f:rule could efcape being planted, though 

o -I- el'cn 
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convert them to Chrifiianity. PolygamJ is 
an Obfiacle which they cannot get over, if 
Chrifiianity could allow this, there is no 
other Point infuperable. The King at­
tended Mafs, which was perform'd by the 
!aid AuguJline, and feem'd pleas'd there­
with. 

ADJOINING to theXingdomof Why­
dah, or Fida, are feveral Royalties, viz. ~ 

I Coto, Little and Great Popo, !?1.!!ahoe, and 
Adrah, all fituate on the Slave Coail:, 

· which are govern'd by their refpective , 
: Kings, and follow much the fame Cuil:oms 
; with thefe of Wh)'dah, only that they chief-
ly live on Plunder, and the Slave-Trade. 

: It is their common Practice to aifure the • 

: Merchant, that they have a Number of 
I Slaves in order to draw him on Shore; 
· which done they Reece him, and detain , 
· him [everal Months. Some Years ago, 
they dealt fraudulently with an Englijh 
Ship, and befidcs cheated the Captain of 
rhi's Goods; but coming thither fame Time 

, he rccover'd his Damages in the fol­
lowing Manner. As foon as he had dropt 

before Papo, fame of the Great 
Men 
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him on Penalty of lofing his 

to intrigue with any other Woman. 
AM when the Youth has loft his Charms, 
Or her Majefty's Paffion palls, he is ex­
c:bang'd for another; fuch is her ChaAity 
and Virtue, fince check'd by no Religion 
or Law /he is fo pema: aMiQrefs of her 
Favours that /he may confer them on 
wholli /he pleafes, withqut Fear or Scan­
dal. The hext Heir to the Crown, is her 
Eldeft Daughter, her Sons are fold for 
Slaves, or otherwife d~fed of, fo as not 
to interrupt the Succeffion in the Female 
Line. The Daughter is taught by the Mo­
ther the political Method of Govem­
~t mcntion'd above, which the young 
Pnncefs is lUtor'd in very early, and like­
~, when Nature did:ates, a beautiful 
Blatt is ptJrchas'd for hertLnorous Amufe­
!mile. It is a plealant fertile Country, and 
iUlder which Govelllment the Inhabitants , 

live peaceably, feldonl or never going to 
War. The Eng/ijh had a unall Fort hero 
for Time. 

T H It or the Go/J Coaft when 
Ibeygo toWar, iftbcy ~tthcirEnemyre-
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Panion, and if he prove refraCtory theyal'­
fure him, they will make fuch a Noife as 
thall occa6on their being taken together; 
after which his Death will be inevitable. 
The Youth is oblig'd to comply, and the 
~epetition hereof caufes Difcovery, and 
confequently the Puniihment follows, In­
deed, the Cafe is very hard with the Wo­
man, efpecially one of the King's 'lVives, 
who feldom lie with the Kmg above three 
times, and afterwards are ftritl:ly forbid the 
Intercourfe of Men for the rell: of their' 
Lives, which is fo unreafonable, that I dare 
fay thofe Ladies who are fubjed: to the 
Gofpel could not comply with; for here, 
in a proper Senfe, the Lady is tantaliz'd, 
tafies of Pleafures 1lle has the greatefl: De­
light in, and then when all her Paffions :Ire 
afloat, her Gratification of them is prohibi­
ted by Death, I have often pitied thefe un­
happy Ladies, and refleeted what greatet 
Privileges thofe of Chriflendol1l enjoy'd. It 
is true, Criminal Converfation is a pecuni­
ary Crime among Chrifl:ians, but then the 
\V' OI11an is fo far from fuffering for her 
Part of the Crinle, that the receives the 
greatefl: Benefit, the Indulgence of her ten-

der 






























































































































