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KWAMU 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SURVEY OF KWAMU 

INTRODUCTION. 1. A social and economic survey of the village of Kwamu 
was made by the students and staff of the Department of 
commerce, college of Technology during their spare time 
in the months of November and December, 1952. 

METHODS: 

2. Kwamu is a village on the main Accra-Kumasi road 
about 10 miles from KUIDasi. It lies within the cocoa 
farming area and the majority of the men in t he village 
a r e cocoa farmers. Many of the cocoa farmers work on farms 
some distance from Kwamu and at the time of the survey 
most of them were living away from the village in other 
cocoa farming areas. The villagers of KWamu are eager to 
move from their present village to a new site on the new 
KUIDasi-Accra .road which is still under construction. 
This new road lies about one and half miles to the north 
of the village. 

3. This social and economic survey was undertaken at the 
request of the Department of social welfare which, with the 
Kumasi Town planning office, is helping with the planning 
of the new village and the welfare and rehabilitation of 
the village. 

4. Meetings were held in the middle of November with 
the chief and elders of the village and the genera+ idea 
of the survey was discussed. The reasons for its necessity 
and the methods to be used by the field workers were 
explained. The main object of the survey was to obtain as 
complete a pict'lre as possible of the social life and the 
economy of the village. In particular the following points 
were covered :-

1. The size and structure of the population. 

2. The occupations of the inhabitants. 

3. The numbe r of compounds, the numbe r of rooms 
in each compound, the building materials used. 

4. The marketing and trading functions of tho village. 

5. The oxisting social amenities of the village. 
6. some influences of Kumasi on the life of the village. 

5. The methods of investi gation were threefold. 
First, a complete houso-to-house survoy was mado by the 
students us inl' schedules and ques tionnaires on which to 
record iliformation. copies of these a~e attached. 
secondly, various aspects of the work vvore covered by 
individual interviews, as for example, t he investigation 
into infant mortality which covered a random samp lo of 
60 mothers. Thirdly, all information had to be checkod by 
observations wherever possiblo a8 in the analysis of 
materials used in the construction of buildings, ~ 
tho analysis of the numbe r of roams and the sizes of 
compounds. 
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6. Througto~t the survey everything was don~ to maintain 
the gOGdwill and friendship of the villager~. During each visit 
to the ville-ge at least one member of staff went to every comp.ounJ.. 
to greet the occupants,aLd the elders accompanied the students 
to eatch r,'ompound during the first day of the field work. 
The studen~s were e~refully briefed before the survey on the 
purpose and methods of the work and special attention was paid 
to the approa,:1 to be used in interviewing village people. 

7. A pilot survey undertaken by students lasted one day. 
AS a result of this pilot survey it was found n ecessary to modify 
some of the questions, to redraft the se~edule and to clarify the 
meaning of certain terms such as "seasonal occupationsll, 

"head of house ll • The pilot also showed what was thought to .be too 
~nall a proportion of children to adults in the village, but 
subsequent findin ; $ proved the pilot, to be fairly accurate in 
this respect. 

GENE"RU, 8. Kwamu is situatod about ten mj.les east oP Kumasi on the main 
DESCRIP-AGora road on a ridge w:tto.ich runs from north t o south and is about 
TrON. 90~ feet ~bove sea level. From the village th6 land slopes gently 

west-wal'ds for abt:ut half a mile to the samai stream; rather 
eteel'ly eas-Jwards to the Bediiwa stre81l1 about half a mile away, 
and gently for about a mile and a half southwards tc the eonfluence 
of the two streams. The territory of the Kwamus lies b otween that 
of pumesua an the west, of Krapa and Tikrom on the north, 
with Ejisu on the east anrl Ja ;'hi on the south. It is about throe 
and a hal f square miles in area. 

9. The name KWamu is said to come from the words "Kwaw Effio mu" 
meaning, II i:'1 Kwaw's rice farm". The ~', radi tion is that the Kwamus 
migrated from Amakom, a suburb of Kumasi, during the 17th century 
.and settled on the land of a rh''3 farmer called opanyin Kwaw. 
Later, as a result of a fight between the Kwamus and tho ir neigb~ 
bours; NanD. osei Tutu, tho Asantehene at that time, gave the land 
to the Kwamuhene. 

10. The KV'.'arr;uhene holds the land as oe":1pant of the stool of 
Kwamu in trust from tIle Asanilehe.1e. The land has been apportioned 
to each of the ninesub-stools, w'nich have also allotted portions 
to the heads of families under them. There is no individual 
ownership of land. people can however, claim the right to cultivat 
the land traditionally cultivated for years by their ancestors. 
This right appears tu be re~ognised only when the land is in use. 
Those holding the usufruct of the land have no ri ghts over such 
natural resources as timber, minerals ~nd raffia palms found on 
the land which belJng to the Asantehene. Apart from Odum trees, 
the village has no :)')l1IDlUnal ;prupor"ty· from v.'hich it can obtain 
revenue. The chief is paid 2/oQ to 5/- for each raffia palm when 
tapped for palm wine. Before the establishm<l nt of the Local 
councils the money which was received from thG sale of natural 
resources of the Kwamu lands was paid to the Asantehene who gave 
the Kwamuhene a part of the proceeds. The Kwamuhene usually 
shared this with the elders. since the present Kwamuhene came 
to the stool about four years 8g0, no ·natural resources have been 
sold. ocnsequently the Kwamuhene has receivod no income from 
-Chis source. 
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1;. There are four male and four female pit latrines. 
All were dug by paid labour, because, at the time of their 
oonstruction, all able-bodied men were away on their farms. 
There is one incinerator in the village. It is the duty of 
the female occupants of compounds to keep the land round their 
buildings clean. 

12. The village, lying on the main road to Kumasi, is well 
supplied with transport facilities. Tho fare to Kumasi by lorry 
is one shilling. The main KUmasi-Accra railway line lies about 
220 yards south of the village. Before the halt was removed 
the morning and afternoon trains from Nkawkaw to Kumasi stopped 
at the villaga. 

13. Before the new local government system was introduced, 
the village had its own t)ouncil of s even elders Which w as pres ided 
over by the Kwamuhene. NOW it is within the Fumesua Local council 
district and, together with two or three other villages, it elects 
a representative to the Local council. The present representative 
is from Kwamu. The Kwamuhene is also one of the traditional 
members on the council. 

14. Mr. Dowden, the census offi$3r, has kindly provided the 
following information relating to the population of KW~fiU, 
or Kwamu as it is named in the census of population of 1948. 

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF KWAMO 1948 '. • 

ill. UNDER 1 1-16 16.45 45 AND OVER TOTAL --
MALE 19 108 66 39 232 

FEMALE 10 115 90 46 297 
TOTAL 29 223 156 103 511 

In the present survey the population of Kwamu was found to be 
the following: 

" '. ." AGE DISTRIBUTION O~ KW\MU DEC~MBER 1952 • 

UNDER 5 5-9 10-14 15-24 25-A¥+ 45-64 OVER 65 .rnOTAL --
MALE 49 62 52 84 148 47 16 458 

FEMALE 53 54 34 69 133 58 17 418 

TOTAL 102 116 86 153 281 105 33 876 

There were a few v J.3 i tors staying in the village at the time 
of the survey but these have been e~luded from the above figures • 

15. The .hange in Dopulation from 1948 "to 1952 is made up 
of the following: 

1948 children under 16 years of age 252 
1952 children under 15 years of age 301..j. 

In80ease in 1952 ••• • •• 52 
1948 Adults over 16 years of age 259 
1952 Adults over 15 years of age 572 

Increase in 1952 ••• • •• 313 

TOT.AL INCREASE IN POPULATION: ••• 365 
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16. va.l~ious movements of populati on havo beon obuo.,...vucl in K!IIF.tmu . 

(a) part of the increase in population is obviously b natural 
increase but it is very difficult to asseS8 ito extont . 

(b) 

( c) 

There has been an influx of laboure r s into the village. 
Most of them are working for the public works Dopartmcmt, 
some of them on the construction of the new Kllinasi-Accra road 
Most of them come from the Northern Territories and it is 
believed that the majority of them stay to work in Ashanti fo 
a time and return to the Northern Territories. In Kwamu, 
there are about 40 N.T. people at the moment, not one owns 
a house, but they all rent their accommodation. 

There is a marked seasonal movement of villagers in and out 
of KW8Ilm . during the year. Many of the villagers own or work 
on cocoa farms some distan~e from Kwamu and are away from the 
village for some time during the year. This movement away 
from KWamu is particularly marked d~rin g the cocoa harves~ing 
season from o~tober to January. Many of them stay away frlonl 
the village until about March when they return to stay for 
two or three months. In June and JUly they return to their 
farms. 

some of the parents take their .hildren with them, 
particularly those within the 10-14 year age group. 
This seasonal movement of population in and out of Kwamu 
may involve up to 400 villagers. 

(d) There is a tendeney for young men and women to seek employ­
ment in Kumasi. Many of them live in KUIDasi and return 
occasionally to visit the ir relatives in KWamu. The young 
people are mainly those who have had some education and they 
got jobs as clerks or store assistants in Kumasi. 

TRIBAL 
DIv"'ISIONS 

some have become tea,~ers and some are at school. The chief 
was unable to state the exact numb e r of Kwamu people living 
in KUIDasi but said that there were about 60 elderly people 
and probably a 150-200 younger people and children. 

TRIBAL DIVISIOFS A]\ID MIGRATION 

In ~948 the 7ribal DiVision of the popUlation of Kwamu was 
as follows : 

wala 
~1oshi 
Dargs:ti 
Grunshi e 
Ewe 
Fulani 
Fante 
FNl.-fra 
Ashante 

i 
5 
7 
2 
1 
7 
1 
2 

485 
511 

some idea of the mi gration of peoples into the dlstricts 
near KUIDasi may be obtainod from an analysis of the birth-places 
of ilmnigrants into Kumasi, which is as follows :-
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BIRTH-PLACES OF PEOPLE LIVING IN KWAMU IN 1948. 

Born in KWhlnu 416 
II If colony 8 
If If Ashanti 61 
II II Northern Tsrritot'ies 17 

" If Togoland 1 

" II other British countries 7 

" II Fore ign country 1 .-. 
511 

At the time of the survey the population of Kwamu 
consisted of peoples of the following tribes. 

f,shanti 
Dargat ··. 
Ga 
Da gomba 
Akim 
KU8asi. 
Gr'lmshie 
}juan.g81 
l\. yy ct.1 ......... 

Fanti 
Busanga 
Nz:imn 
NeT'S (tribe ~£~nWa~-

824 
10 

6 
1 
3 
1 
3 
6 
1 
3 

16 

1 

876 

It Was not possible to find the reasons f01' migrations 
into KWamu but a c3 rtain amount of informa. tion vm.s obtained 
on the employment of some of the immigrants as the fo-.lovving 
table will show. 

Trn~e Emp loyment Numbe rs 

~J zima DrivGr 1 
Kusasi Labourer 1 
Busansi Lab ::mre rs 2 
Buanga Labourers 5 
Dag Gmba Lab ou.J.· v J.'':- 1 
Get Dri7e:"s & ~~0 chani cs 6 
Grunshie Labourer3 2 

Nightwatchman 1 
BU:::;,'lnga Labourers 13 
Kwahu pal~~i¥~i!~p.por 1 
Akim Farmf'::'s 3 

T!le!'e was though't to be o.n influx of farmers from 
other parts of 'sh'J-1:.ti but no accurate information was 
0~ta1r.ablo - as many of the farmers were away during the survey-
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18. Taking an adult to be a person over 15 years of age 
the proportion of ~~ildren to adults appears to be small. 
There were 304 children and 572 adults in the village. 
It was suspe cted the:t the infant mortality V,3 S high and 
a subsidiary investigation into the deaths amongst children 
was made. 65 mothers out of a total female adult population 
of 260 were interviewed. The results of these interviews 
showed the following: 

DEATHS OF CHILDREN 

NO. of ch)ldren No.still living NO. dead 

Total born to 
65 women 
Averago births 
per vroman. 

329 228 

5.0 

In answer to ~uestions on mortality of children, 

101 

1.5 

it was discovered that the women w~re not able to r,ive 
the exact ages at which deaths occurred but were able to 
give the number of deaths in infancy. 'Infancy' to them 
means the period of life betwoen the Girth of one child 
and the next . This period is usually between 18 months and 
three yoars . out of a total of 101 delths 73 occurred in 
'In-'ancy'. out of a total number of births of 329, 
73 diJd in infancy, or about 22~ a figure of . 77 ch~ldren 
Burvi~ing per birth. 

NO age analysis of tho m)thers or of the children 
surviving Vias mo.Go as the sample vms too small to justify 
a:it.y comprlrison with tho figures obtained in the census . 
The folloYv'lng table from the census of popul'1tion 1948 
is given for reference • 

. Fertility of African women .. Ratio of children "')orn and 
01' chl.Laren survlvlng to the numbors of' women In nUlnary 
,Ago Gl'LlUPG and of' childron S"lm'Vl vlng to thos e bOrj1 to tho 
so.me ,f.rcups 01' woman 1948. 

F"lGURES FOR ASF..ANTI. 

Ago group chilJ.rer.. born of wcmon Ch:l,ldl'en Survi- children survi-
1; .1"' \Varnon . ving per woman ving per birth . 

15-20 . 54 . 42 · 78 
20-25 1.53 1. 20 . 78 
25-30 2. 8,3 2. 12 . 75 
30-3~ 3.89 2. 70 . 69 
35-40 5.00 3 . 43 .69 
40-45 5. 69 3. 64 . 64 
45-50 6.61 3. 95 . 60 
50-55 6. 87 3. 78 . 55 
55-60 7.17 3. 98 . 56 
6fl-65 8.38 4 . 68 .56 
Ei-70 7.83 4.02 .51 
70-75 6.76 3.58 .53 
7,-80 8.12 4.44 , ')5 
80 &: up 8.17 3.79 .46 I . ~. __ I 
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FIGURES FOR KWAMU 

, 
Children survi- Children surviving children born 

per wotnano ving per woman. infaney .per birth. 

65 women 
interviewed 5.0 3.5 .77 

These figures show, that in regard to infant mortality 
and the fertility of women, Kwarnu is fairly typi.al of Ashanti. 

'l'he mothers of de ceased children in Kwamu were only able 
to give vaguo reason for the deaths. Of the reasons given 
dysentery, fever, and chest complaints were the most cornmon. 

There is a native doctor, a woman, in the village who 

I 

treats her patients with native medi .• ines. occasionally patients 
go to liver in her compound. During the survey threo patients 
were s~aying with her, all of whom had fover. 

OUSING. 19. In the village there are 76 compounds, 2 churches, 
a school, and a fetish house which was locked. TWO of the com­
pounds ',-{or o locked and as the occupants were away during tho 
survoy no information about them was taken into consideration. 

The compounds usually consist of a lo.rg~ . • entral open 
square surrounded by rooms, or rooms a nd walls or fences with 
one do or leading to the outside. The rooms are usually sloeping 
rooms. cooking is generally done in the middle of the compound 
though there is frequently a kitchen which is used as well. 
In some compounds there is a "danpajlll 9 which is a room with 
a raised platform and an open side .factng into the inner court­
yard and which provides a -plaw for sitting in the shade. 

The total number cif r ooms in the 74 c ompounds visited 
is 325. The s e figures which confirm the fi ndings on the 
expansion of population compare with the fi Gures for 1948 in the 
following manner. 

NUmbor of compounds 
~'Ul11be r of rooms 
Rooms per comp ound 
persons per compound 
persons per room 

1948 

59 
244 
4.1 

18.7 
2.1. 

1952 

76 
325 (in 74 com)ounds) 
4.3 

12 
2.7. 

During the S 1.l.rv oy it Yvas no"tioed tho. t there were wido 
differoncc f::l in the number of pooplo in each compound and tho 
number of rooms in each .compound, as the following tablos show: 

NUMBER OF ROOMS PER COMPOUND 

NO. of rooms 1 2 3 4 5 per compound 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

NO. of com-
pounds. 3 8 18 14 10 9 6 3 1 1 1 
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N1J1IBER OF OCCUPA.1'JTS PER COMPOUND 

NO. of occupants Less than 5 5-9 10-14 15~20 over 
per compound 

NO. of c ompounds 7 23 20 16 9 

NUMBER OF OC.CUPANTS PER ROOM 

NO . of occupan t s 
, 

I room. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ltGr 

NO . of compou nd s 16 23 12 9 5 3 2 1 

20. In tho majority of compounds there is onl y one f wnily 
J ut in all -• .:lses some relatives live with the fam i ly . 

20 

In eighteen com:-ounds there are tenants, most of ,,'hom are manual 
labourers working for the public works Department . Tenants pay , 
on the average , 7/- rent per month . ~here aDe 47 male tenants 
and 11 female tenants . The women tena~ts aro all wives of the 
mon for ~1hom they prepare food . 

21 . vil l agers were asked why they wanted to movo to t'16 new 
Bite of the village . The main answer ' from the villagers was 
" TO be on the now Kumasi-AC~ .~a road". prosumably they wish to be 
on the main road to retain the transport facilities into Kumasi . 
At a latter interview TIith tho chief Nana Amofa II , another roason 
wa3 put forward . He said tha t tl"'.ore were mnny KWa!nu peoplo livinG 
in Kumnsi and if the new village could be improved in housinG 
facilities , he thought that many of those nm, Ii vin~ in Kumns i 
would pre for to livo in Kwnmu . EO wns not nblo to g ivo the 
numbors 0' Kwamu poople living and w'orking in KUf'ln:Ji but it may 
bo in the region of 200 t.o 250 m'.m;}' of ',ihom have familios . 
Host of thoso pooplo pay £2 to £3 por month for rent in Kumasi . 
If the new village is built t 0 (1 . ~ommodClto thom .nan;',' of these 
may prefer to live in KWaJl1U and travel daily to KUl.1ClSi. for work . 
The fare by lor'l'Y to KUlTIasi is 1/-. Doing tilO journey dClily 
this would como to bCJtween £2 and s3 per month . If they had hOU8)S 
in Kwamu, in addition to getting rent freo acc orm:lOclation, thoy wo",ld 
obtain cheapor food and might evon bo ablo to mako farms by 
thorns elves . 

From a general point of view this might be a good thing 
be . ause it would holp to d0crcaso the congestion and ovor -~ rowding 
in Kurnasi and might lead to a more v igol'oUS village Ii fe in xV/amu . 
Tho Kwrunuheno has as en for 250 plots for the building of compounds 
in the now village. This ' .. ,ould 0[160 the ~%'oeont evor - oroY/ding 
in the v i llar.o and provide occommodation fer thoso at r-rosont 
living in Kumas i. 

22 . Recar din g thO t;ype of house tho '!illagers ,-:ould like on the 
nl.:\1 ai to, mL;::;t of thorn said the~r wanted bigger c')mpound:: with 
pr pur sani tary faeili ties . ,:,h1s was u!1derstood to mean" he IJrovi ­
s 1 n of' l atrines and washing sinks . some of the:n soid tI.ey would 
likG houses wi th 0. v e r andah at -:-ho front and two re>oms opening on 
to the fr nt of t he h ouse which t,hey could chango 1ntr stores and 
s ot up as traders. 

.. 9/· •••• 



CUPA­
ONS. 

9 -

23. The compounds in Kwamu are made mostly of swish with 
unpainted corrugated roofs. some of the swish walls have 
a plastering of cement and white-wash but this type of surface 
appears most frequently on the inner walls of the compounds. 

An analysis of the material used for rooi's and walls is 
as follows: 

ROOFING 

currugated only 
part corrugated, part kerosene 
part corru~ated, part thatch 
part eh1ngl&; part corrugated. 
part corrugated, part thatch, 

part kerosene tins 
Thatch only 
part corrugated, part thatch~ 

part shingle 

WALLS 

44 

tins 12 
8 
6 

2 
3 

1 

swi~h only 52 
part swish, part cement faced swish 11 
part swish, part swish with wooden 

supports 6 
swish with wooden supports 6 
cement faced swish building 1 

It is very difficult to estimate the value of the houses, 
because they are made up of different materials. However, 
information given by the chief showed that the swish walls may 
cost up to £,60. They are built by labourers, mostly from the 
Northern Territories, by men who specialise in the construction 
of swish walls. currugated iron sheets are very expensive and it 
may ('ost about £400 to roof a large compound. A large proportion 
of the iron sheets on the houses are in fairly good condition and 
oan be used or sold when the villagers move to the new village. 

24. Food and cocoa farming are the main occupations and where 
there are other full time occupations food farming is often 
a subsidiary occupation. Many of the farmers plant food crops in 
new cocoa farms or food farms during the months of June, July, 
and AUgust. 

In 19L~3 out of a total adult male population of 105 
the occupations were as follows: 

cultivators of cocoa 20 
skilled men 23 
shopkeepers 1 
unskilled labourers 21 
others 5 

22 men wore separately recorded as being 1I0wners a nd t onants 
of cocoa farms.1I MOS of these howeve r~ were proba-bly included 
under the heading "cultivators of cocoa." It is quite li k ely that 
of the male adults not accounted for in the above liDt of 
occupations, most of them narried on subsistence farm i ng, selling 
any surplu s foodstuffs. 

10/, ••• 
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At tho timo of th RurVOy Lhl mn1n oc('upations 
wore 8S fo lloWA : 

ANALYSIS Oli' MATN OCGUPA'T'IONS 19J2 . 

~~al Femalo 

cocoa fal~ming only 127 2 
'Food farming only 3<) 169 
Labournrs 39 5 
Goldsmiths 1 O( 
Drivers 16 
Tradt3rs 11 23 
unemployed adults 12 36 
unemployed rhildren 158 131 
palm v: ine selle rs 2 
Tailol~s 3 
storekeepers 15 
Teachers 10 
Masons 4 
shoemakers 8 
s eamstresses 7 
Heat sullers 2 
cloth sellers 2 
Br iel-layers 6 
Drug[ists 1 
~: iners 1 
sawyers 5 
Eake rs 1 
carponters 6 
jI1echan ics 2 
Na-iive Dortor 1 
Adminis trator 1 
Vloavor 1 
Blacksmith 1 
Tra in Driver 1 
clerks 2 
wa tchman 1 
l,'Vood carve r 1 

TOTAL: 458 418 

25. There are , in addition, various crafts which are carried on 
as season8-1 or part time occupations. B:1sket v/eaving is tho most 
important of' those and it is undertaken by children as well as adult s. 
othe r crafts are Kente cloth .leaving , wood ca rving (stools , 
ceremonial sword hilts, and dolls which are carv(Jd from the 
Of run tum tree (FUntumia F,lastica, stapf.) and the osese (~tumia 
Africana, stapf.), mr:t weavinG and goldsmi thying. At the time 
of the survey, each or' these crafts was bo in/< practised by a t out 
10 to 15 people. other part-timo occupnti on s are soap-mak ing 
and the colle ction and drying of the silky fibres of tho Of run tOOl 
wh ich ape used for mattresses and p illows . 

The goldsmiths , the majori ty of tho stor ol<:o opers , 
six of tho toochops, tho bricklayers, some of tho drivers, 
tho masons, six of thE:! shoomak (3 r s , the drup.:g i [, t , the minor, 
the adminiGtrator Gnd clerks and tho tra in drivor wor k away 
from the villago, most of them in Kurnasi, and return to the 
village sometimes weekly, :J Offiotim0s less rogul .'1r l y . 
This at-counts for about 70 peoplo, who , calling thOP1SolvGS 
residents in Kwamu, spe nd most of thoir time working and living 
olsewhore, about 65 of them working Kumasi. 

11/ •••• 
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Most of the labourers and a few of the drivers work 
near Kwamu and return daily to Kwamu. . 

26. The principal occupation is cocoa farming. Th'3 f 'arms near 
the villag~ are small, yielding 5 to 10. loads in an average sized 
fann. Because the Kwamu land is small most of the farming is dODe 
in areas some distance from KYvamu - in the regions of Be.h·lm, 
l'Tkwanta, Goaso, Kukuom and Nankasim, all of which are in tLe Ahafo 
area. These distant farms are much larger in size some of them 
yielding from 30.0. to 60.0. loads of cocoa. 

~ , ' 

The COOGa which is produced in the distant farms is marketed 
through brokers. The eJ.oa which is produced in the Kwamu area is 
marketed through the co-operati'Vo Marketing society. The organisa­
tion of this ma rketing process ~s as follows: 

A chief broker and a sub-broker are appointed by the farmers 
in Kwamu. They buy the cOOJa from the farmers at 70./- per load 
(1952 price) and then transport it to Kumasi by lorry. . 
The co-operative Marketing society pays a tonnage of 50./- per ton. 
From this is deducted the cost of trdnsport to Kumasi. The remainder 
is divided equally botween the chief and the brokers. Gut of the 
share wh ich goe s to thG brokers, the chief broker receives two-thir"s 
and the sub-broke r one-third. Recor~s are kept of the amount of 
cocoa purchased from farmers in KWamu~ the date of th e delivery of 
tho cocoa and the amount of money paid to him. 

The estimate of profits on the tradiingof one ·ton of cocoa 
1:vholesaled to the co-operative Marke ting Associa tion is as folluws: 

commission paid by the co-operative 
Marketing Association per ton of cocoa 
de livered ••• ••• • •• 

~ Transport at 1/- for 15 bags 

carriers and labourers 
3d pe_ bag, 15 bags ••• 

NET PRQFIT QN QNE TeN •••• 
Half ~hare to chief 
Qne -third sharo chief broker 
Qne-sixth share to sub-broker 

iSs. Qd 

18s. 9d 

£2.10.. Qd 

1.13. 9d ,-
'-

16. 3d 

8. 1~d 
5. 5. 
2. 8~d 

In tho prosent cocoa season, the chief broker expects to 
purchase bet,ween 20. and 30. tons of cocoa and the sub-broker expects 
to buy about 15 to 20. t ons. ~st\mating the crop at the most 
optimistic figure, the farmers of Kwamu expect to deliver about 
50. tons of cocoa d'uring this season. The total value of this 
at 70./- per load is £; 6562 10./ -. If this quantity were delivered 
to the co-operative Marke ting Association~ the total net profit on 
trading would be £40. 12s. 6d, of which £ 23 1o..1o.d would go to the 
chief.broker and £6 15. 5d to the sub-broker. . 

The cO~0a obtained from farms in the Ahafo district is marketed 
through other channels and no records of the size of the crop or 
tbe i ncome accruing to fanners were obtained. Ai,survey of the 
d~stribution of cocoa farms, the yields, age of farms and the 
i ncidence of disease, was not undertaken. These might form the 
subject for another survey wh ich could be unde r 'aken at some future 
date. 

12/ •••• 

I 

.... -



- 12 -

27. It was thought that a ~tudy of some seasonal village 
industry would be useful. The production of palm wine" 
a usual village occupat ion, was investi gated. 

pa~n wine tapp ing in the village is carried on as a part 
time occupation during the months of December, January a nd 
February. There are seven palm wine sellers in the village and 
'ten palm wine tappers. A tapper pays 5/- per annum for a liGl3n.3 
and 1/6 per tree to the feller. A tnp~er not from Kwamu pays 
2/6 to 5/- pe r tree ' to the Local councll. .. 

Each tapper may tap about twelve trees at a time. 
After felling the tappin g can continuo for 14 to 28 days dependin g 
on the size of the tree . The average daily yie+d from 12 trees 
is about 2 kerosene tins or 52 large beer bottles. The palin wine 
is sold by women as well as by the tappers at 3d p e r bott le. 
About half of the wine produced is sold in Fomesua market, 
about a mile and a half away. The remainder , is sold ip Kwamu 
mos tly in the afte rnoon, Much of it j s pur.:1as ed in KWamu by 
labourers as the y return from their work in the early evening, 
The women receive one quarter of their turnover as ~mNniss ion. 

Assmning that a ll the palm wine is sold by women traders 
and that each tree y i e lds on the avorage, four bottles of palm 
wine per day, the t appe r makes t he following profits on one tree. 

If the tree is tapped for 14 days 
the tapper receives 3d x 4 x 14 

Less 1. commission to traders 
25% of pro.3eds ••• 

2. payment to Local Coun~il 

Net profit per tree • • • 

••• 

3. 8d. 

2. 6Q.. 

6. 2d 

••• 

14. o. 

6. 2. 

7.10d 

If the tapper is tapping 12 trees at once then his n e t profit 
pep day may be as much as 7/- or 8/-. 

RADE & 
AHKETING 28. KW~U is not important as a trading .antre. 

The neighbouring villages of Fomesua and Ejisu appear to be 
more activo in this respeet. There is no spe«ific market day 

in Kwamu but various commodities are on sale every day. 
These a re mostly lo()al foodstuffs such as palm nuts, rice, 
cassava, corn, groundnuts, palm- wine , kenkey, plantain, oranges, 
tomatoes" fish, but baskets and mats are also sold. 

29. There are three stores i n the village. They are not 
always open during the day but are usually open in the afternoon. 
All are owned by men.' Th e owner of the largest store is also 
a cocon farmer who reported that his cocoa farms,most of wh i.~ 
are not in the Kwamu area, Yleld him an income of a bout £100 
per annum. 

In his store he sells mostly beer and small provisions. 
Ono case of beer generally lasts from 4 to 6 weeks, but if there 
is a celebration in the village he may sell a ease of beer ~t 
enC6., Imported spirits are too expensive ~nd there is no sale 
IOI' t;nem in the village. 

13/ •••• 
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The stock on display in his store on the 29th November, 1952 
consisted of the following commodities: 

Drink Beer. Large bottles 
portello - ditto -
Guiness. small bottles 
soda water 

ued icines and 
Toil'et reQul.si tes: venus rough r.1ixture 

phensic tablet.s 
Toilet paper ~olls 
cas.ara - bottles 
Epsom salts, packets 
Hair .ream 

Foodstuffs &nd 
suna:ry gooCIs . 

soap tux, table ts 
---- ASopso, - do -

Household - do -
Lifebouy, packets 
sunlight, packets 

Dettol, medium bottle 
vaseline 
Tnlcum powde r 
Lotion for Rheumatism 
skin cream 
Hair cream 
Razor blades 

Tomato puree 
sugar 
water biscuits 
candl es 
sewing cottons 
car oil 
Fish. Tinned herrings 

Geisha fish 
caramels 
Gramophone needles 
pencils 
c igarettes 
Kerosene 
chewing gum 
Rico 
Groundnuts 

80 
12 
36 
12 

8 bottles 
3 packets 
4 
6 

18 
4 j ars 
6 
5 
9 
2 
2 
1 
6 jars 
3 tins 

12 tins 
L~ tins 
4 tins 
1 packet. 

12 tins 
14 Ibs. 
30 sQuares 

3 packets 
3 reels 
1 tin 

30 tins 
18 tins 

2 tins 
6 tins 

6 tins 
1 tin 

15 packets 
3 Ibs 
2 Ibs . 

JUdging from the turnover and large stocks of beer, 
which the storekeo~~r sells for 3/- per large bottle, it . an be 
assumed tha t the 8[1.1e of beer is the most profi table line of 
business. The go( >ds are purchased in Kumasi, ,vhich the storekeeper 
visits about onU3 per week. He said ho would like to have a ( 
credit a.:::ount with 3 EurJpoan stor~ in KWTI8si so that he could 
buy cloth. 

The se.:md store sells mostly cloth and a t the time of the 
investigation the stock on display .onsisted of 12 pie . 3s of cloth, 
6 bottles beer, 3 eggs, a few sewing cottons and balls of twine, 
some milk and cigarettes. The estimate of stock on hand at this 
store was about s45. The third store wa. selling only beer at the 
time of the survey and had 23 bottles of beer and 13 bottles of 
80ft drinks on display. 

14/ •••• 
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3t In add:!.. tion to the st i l"ekoo'Pors thero ar'O a numb 0 l"' of 
petty traders . The f~ llowing wore notod, two fish sollors 
who got ~heir fish from Kumasi : ono but .hor who guts his meat 
from Ejisu. Itinorant tradors vis it tho vi+lago occasionally 
to solI miscollanoous goods aueh as socond-hand clothea , cloth, 
tewols, stationary , and hardwaro. 

31. Thero are few social amonitios in Kwamu. 
Thoro arc two churchos, onc is Roman catholic , the other is a n 
English 0hur~h Mi ssion. The l"'o iG , a school Which has a p laying 
fiold which is used by the English Chul"'ch MiSSion in tho evenings 
and at woek onds . 

32. At the tune of tho SUl"'vey thoro woro six classos and 113 
children in attendance at the s . hool . Tho distribution of studenl s 
[lccording to cl assos is as follows : 

primary class 1 44 pupils 

2 25 11 

3 8 11 

4 15 " 
5 13 " 
6 8 " 

TOTAL : 113 

In 1951, beforo tho in.reaso in pr imary edUcation, 
onl y 75 students attunded . Tho s.hool fo es then woro 1/6d 
por month f or classes 1 to 3, and 3/- for tho l"'omaining classes . 
When school fees i n tho primal"'Y schools woro abolishod in 1952 
thoro was a rapid influx of students into tho school and tho 
numbors ros e to 123. All tho new students v{ont into classes 
1 and 2 and overcrowding l"'osul ted . since that tim~ s orne of the 
pupils hnve l eft the school. Many childron , probably about 50 , 
do not go to school. somo children profer to be with their 
paronts dur~ng tho day nnd in some ins t an. Js it was suggested that 
paronts roquired tho assistnnco of their children in their wo rk. 
somG of tho older ch ildren , who d i d not go to school studied 
at tho night school. 

The staf f ' . Jns i sts of the headmastor and 5 toachers with 
prim8ry s.:1001 l eav ing cortif i cates . The subjects taught are 
Asanto, English, Arithmetic, Nature study, Hygiene , History, 
civics, Goography, Arts nnd craf t s , Re ligious Instruction, GWles . 

some children above the age of 12 go to mi dd l e schools 
in nearby villages, travolling by foot. 12 students go to Fumosua , 
which is 1t miles ~way, 6 go t o Ejisu, about 2 mil os away , 
and 7 go to the Roman ca tholic school at Afrani , which i s about 
threo miles away. 

33- Tho rapid increaso in the numbers of s ch ool children 
has brought many difficulties. Tho presont school has throe 
class rooms only. ono room h ousos class I, which consists of 
44 stUdents. clas,sos 2, 3, and 4 oc('upy anDther r oom and 
Cl~ssos 5 and 6 oncupy tho third room. Apart from tho handi eaps 
Wh~ch result from tho shortage of rooms, therG a ro not enough 
dosks to go round and not Gnough tablos for the teachers . 
classes have to be arranged so that one class is wo r king out of 
doors leaVing the .lass room for tho use of nnothor cl as8. 

15/_ ••• 
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The valls of t he ~chool are ma de of s wi s h with cement 
plastering and there aro no batons on them for the hang ing 
of pi. t ures. The roof of the building l ea ks badly during the 
rain . 

34. one teao~er in the villa ge has started a voluntary 
night school for illiterates. He has a ola s s of about 120, 
of whom about hal fare eh ildren over t he age of 12 who could 
not be admitted int o the day sfl~1001o In a r e cent literany 
exami na tion for which the teach er c.a ched his pupils, 43 out 
of 49 who entered for the examination were successful. 

35. I n t he village the following fi .sures for educa tional 
standa r ds 'l"er'e obtained. 

~f.8.1e Female 

children under 5 49 53 
Illiterates 320 364 
Thos e Vii th some 

educRtion 70 50 
Educated ab ove 

standard 3 64 4 
458 418 

HE INFLUENCE 
F KUMAS I. KUmas i, wh i ch i s only about 10 miles from Kwamu, 

has a gr eat att ra ct i on to t h e v illage rs. Many lorr i es pass 
throus h Kwamu daily t r ans porting vi l lagers.lo and from 
Kumas i at the . ~Gt of a shilling e ach way . 

A sampl e su r v ey of 19 o ~mp ounds wi t h 223 oecupant~ 
was made to examine t h e r easons fo r t he journeys i nto Kwna si. 
The r esult of the s urve y wa s a ~ follows : 

ACTIVI TI ES OF VISITORS TO KUMAS I 
---rs&mple of' 25~ of' popula bon) 

Da ily v i s i ts weekl y v isi t l'l 

storokeeper 1 Tr ade r s 20 
Shoemaker g s oci al --amen i t i e s 3 
Drivers Vi s i t rolatives 3 

Twi .eG pe r Thr e e times 
Hee k pe r weo k. 

Tr ade r s 8 Tr a ders 3 
Med,i .. a l 
Tr ea t me nt 1 

Goldsmi th 1 TO buy v/eav ing Nat ive auth ",-
Trade r s 5 IT.ut.e ri al s 1 rity a ffa irs 1 
Lab our ors 2 
Bb cksn i th 1 

-- - -
TOT/.L 19 27 8 

59 -- - -

14 othe rs went o~e pe r month to yumasi , most l y to vis i t 
relatives. 

If Wi"' take the s ampl e to r epresent 25c': cf the total 
populati on t he f ollon ing fi gure s emergG . 
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PEROENTAGE OF THE ADULT POPULATION 
TRAVELLING TO KUMJ\SI. 

D'ailY I woekly Twice weekly Three times weekly TOTAL 

9% 1 ~% 4% 3% 38% 
, 

out of the 19 rOIl1Jlounds in which the investigation was 
made it is found that there are 19 relativ~s who livo most of 
the time in Kumasi, but call thomselves natives of Kwamu. 
All of t~1em have full time work in K,1illasi and visit their homes 
in Kwamu ct least once per month. ' 

36. various ~acts are obvious from these figures. 

(1 ) 

(2) 

(3) 

That Kwamu is, in a small wny, a dormitory village for people 
working in KUrtlasi, and KW~1U will become increasingly so if 
better h ousing far-ilities are available in Kwamu as has al:r-eady 
been mentioned in pRragraph 22. 

That in Kumasi there are the attractions of higher incomes 
and a gr'e..1ter varioty of employmentg. 

That Kumasi provides a market for the sale of local foodstuffs 
and is the source of ('ommodities such as cloth, fish and other 
provisions which ,are rotailed in Kwamu. ~si retains its 
impo~t9nce as a dsistributing ~3ntre for traders from xwamu 
in spito of the fact tha t tho town of JiJ j isu, whic~l is only 
2 miles away hns branches 01' the leading European s taros. 
This is becauso it is more oJstly for tradGrs from KW~~U 
to buy their stor~s in Ejisu than to travel to KumJ.si to 
purc~flse their goods. 

Kwamu can be regarded a8 typicnl of those Tillages near 
large towns in t.he Gold ooast. The change of economic conditions 
in the country is refle cted in the life of the village • 

. There is a noticeable drift of young people into the towns~ 
some of the older people returning after the age of 45. 
There is a lnrgo movement of people dnily J lto tho town whi~h 
they visit in connection with their work. ;ohore is a fluctuating 
seasonal population, making it difficult to assess ac~uratoly the 
in~reaseb in popula tion. There is an, increase in the numbe rs 
of immigrants, particularly those from the Northern Territories, 
most of whom are ~mployed in manual labour. 

The social cmenitios of Kwamu are poor but there is a great 
desire for improvc)lYwnt and tho villagers shmv much enthusiasm for 
developing rreater sorial ~Jhesion by attra.~ing the young people 
baek into the villaGe.Ifhoasos oro available tho villagers OXP3ct 
there to be a groat :!.nflux 01. l)eople fr om Kumasi to KWalTI1.le 
If 200 adults return to Kwamu it is ~uite possible thnt the 
population of Kwamu may increase by about 800, including childrc • 
In the re-;lanning Of the village the , ~ocial needs of Ll large 
population must be taken into account. 

" 

37. The rapid influx of people into the largo townsca .... ~.es 
many sor-ial hardships. some of these could be prevei1ted if 
dormitory villages near the t~wns provided attractiv~ living 
and social conditions. 
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