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INTRODUCTION,

KWAMU

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SURVEY OF KWAMU

1« A social and economic survey of the village ol xwamu

METHODS

was made by the students and staff of the pepartment of
gommerce, gollege of mechnology during their spare time
in the months of ypovember and pecember, 1952.

2. xwamu is a village on the main Accra-gumasl road
about 10 miles from gumasi. 7Tt lies within the cocoa
farming area and the majority of the men in the village
are cocoa farmers. pmany of the cocoa farmers work on farms
some distance from gwamu and at the time of the survey
most of them were living away from the village in other
cocoa farming areas. mThe villagers of xwamu are eager to
move from their present village to a new site on the new
gumasi-pccra road which is still under constructione
mhis new road lies about onse and half miles to the north
of the villagee

3¢ This social and economlc survey was undertaken at the
reguest of the pepartment of gocial welfare which, with the
gxumasi Town planning office, is helping with the planning
of the new vlillage and the welfare and rehabilitation of
the villagee.

L4, yeetings were held in the middle of yovember with

the chief and elders of the village and the gencera]l idea

of the survey was discussede The reasons for its necessity
and the methods to be used by the field workers were
explaineds The main object of the survey was to obtain as
complote a picture as possible of the social 1life and the
gconomy of the villagee Tn particular the following points
were covered ;-

1e The size and structure of the population.
2e¢ The occupations of the inhabitants.

3¢ The number of compounds, the number of rooms
in each compound, the building materials usede

Le The marketing and trading functions of the villagee
5¢ The exlsting social amenities of the village.
6e gome influences of xumasi on the life of the villagoe

5e The methods of investigation were threefold.
First, a complete house-~to-house survey was made by the
students using schedules and questionnaires on which to
record informatione (opies of these are attached.
Secondly, various aspects of the work were covered by
individual interviews, as for example, the investigation
into infant mortality which covered a random sample of
60 mothers. Thirdly, all information had to be checked by
observations wherever possible as in the analysis of
materials used in the construction of buildings, -+
the analysis of the number of rooms and the sizes of
compounds e
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6e Throughout the survey everything was dons to maintain
the goedwill end friendship of the villagerme Dpuring each vigit
to the villcge at least one member of staff went to every compound
to greet the occupantssand the elders accompanied the students
y to emch <ompound during the first day of the field workes
mhe studenis were earefully briefed before the survey on the
purpose and methods of the work and special attention was paid
to the approasi to be used in interviewing village people.

T7e A pilot survey undertaken by students lasted one daye
AS a result of this pilot survey it was found nccessary to modify
some of the questions, to redraft the sehedule and to clarify the
meaning of certain terms such as "seasonal occupations'",

"head of house". 7he pilot also showed what was thought to be too
small a proportion of children to adults in the village, but
subsegquent findinxg proved the pilofi to be failrly accurate in
this respecte

GENERAL 8« xwamu is situated about ten miles east of gumasi on the main

DESCRIP=AUDOra road on a ridge whkich runs from north to south and is about

TION, 900 feet above sea level. wrom the village the land slopes gently
west=wards for abeut half a mile to the gamai stream; rather
steerly easidwards to the pediiwa stream about half a mile away,
and gently for about a mile and a half southwards tc the eonfluence
of the two streamss. The territory of the xwamus lies between that
of pumesua an the west, of xrapa and T7ikrom on the north,

2 with gjisu on the sast and Jachl on the souths. 71t is about three
and a half square miles in area.

g 9e The name gwamu is said to come from the words "gxwaw Emo mu!
- meaning, "in gwaw's rice farmw, mhe iradition is that the gwamus
migrated from pamakom, a sUburb of xumasi, during the 17th century
.and settled on the land of a rics farmer called gpanyiln KwaWe
rater, as a result of a fight between the xwamus and thcir neigh=
bours, wana psei putu, the pAsantehene at that time, gave the land
to the xwamuhene.

10 The gwamuhene holds the land as ocsupant of the stool of

Kwamu in trust from the Asantehense The land has been apportioned
to each of the ninesub-stools, winich have also allotted portions
to the heads of families under them. There is no individual
ovnership of land. people can however, claim the right to cultivate
the land traditionally cultivated for ysars by their ancestorse
This right appears tu be reecognised only when the land is in usee
mhose holding the usufruet of the land have no rights over such
natural rcsources as timber, minerals ‘and raffia palms found on
the land which bglong to the psantehenes Apart from pdum trees,
the village has no communal property from which it can obtain
revenucs The chief is paid 2/va to 5/~ for ecach raffia palm when
tapped for palm wine. pefore the establishment of the Iocal

™ gouncils the money which was received from the sale of natural
resources of the gwamu lands was paid to the gsantehens who gave
the gwemuhene a part of the proceads. The Kwamuhene usually

ES shared this with the elders. gince the present gwamuhene came
to the stool about four years ago, no natural resources have been

solde gonsequently the gwamuhene has received no income from
this source.
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i1%e Thore are four male and four female pit latriness
ALL were dug by paid labour, because, at the time of theilr
gonstruction, all able=bodied men were away OIn their farmee
there is one incinerator in the village. 1t 18 the duty of
the female occupants of compounds to keep the land round theilr
buildings cleans

12, The village, lying on the main road to xumasi, is well
supplied with transport facilitiese The fare to xumasi by lorry
is one shillings. The main gumasi=-pccra railway line lies about
220 yards south of the villagee Before the halt was removed
the morning and afternoon trains from Nkawkaw to gxumasi s topped
at the villagse

13« Before the new local government system was introduced,
the village had its own @ouncil of seven elders which was presided
over by the xwamuhenes wNow it is within the pumésua Local gouncil
district and, together with two or three other villages, it elects
a representative to the pocal councils The present representative
is from xwamue The Kwamuhene is also one of the traditional
members on the councils

POPULA~ 14e Mre powden, the gensus offiesr, has kindly provided the
TION. following information relating to the population of gwamu,
| or gwamu as it is named in the census of population of 1948,
2 AGE DISTRIBUTION OF KWAMO, 1948.
: SEX UNDER 1 | 1=16 [16.45 {45 AND OVER TOTAL
MALE 19 108 66 39 232
FEMALE | 10 115 90 L6 297
TOTAL 29 2P 156 103 Al
Tn the present survey the population of gwamu was found to be
the followings
AGE DISTRIBUTION OF KWAMU, DECEMBER 1952
SEX UNDER 5] . 5-91 10-14 }415-2L } 25-k | 45-64 | ovER 65, TOTAL
MALE 49 62F 52 8L 148 L7 16 458
FEMALE 5] Bhi B4 69 133 58 17 418
TOTAL 102 116 86 153 281 105 5 876
mhere were a few visitors staying in the village at the time
of the survey but these have been eztluded from the above figures.
L 15¢ The ehange in population from 1948 to 1952 is made up
of the followings
f' 1948 children under 16 years of age 252
1952 children under 15 years of age 304
Inezease in 1952 ) oo § 52
1948 Adults over 16 years of age 259
82 Nadults over 15 yeaps of age 572

Tncrease in 1952 ceoe eee

313

TOTAL INCREASE IN A 365

POPULATIONS
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16¢ various movements of population have been observed iIn gwamue

(a) part of the increase in population is obviously a natural
increase but it is very difficult to assess 1ts extont,

(b) There has been an influx of labourers into the villages
Most of them are working for the public yorks pepartment,
some of them on the construction of the new Rumasi-pccra road
most of them come from the yorthern merritories and 1t is
believed that the majority of them stay to work in pgshanti fo
a time and return to the yorthern merritoriess In gwamu,
there are about 4O NeTe people at the moment, not one owns
a house, but they all rent their accommodations

(c) There is a marked seasonal movement of villagers in and out
of gwamu.during the years pany of the villagers own or work
on cocoa farms some distanee from gwamu and are away from the
village for some time during the yeare This movement away
from gxwamu is particularly marked during the cocoa harvesting
sdason from pgetober to ganuary. Many of them stay away from
the village until about parch when they return to stay for
two or three monthse In gune and jguly they return to their
farmse

some of the parents take their ghildren with them,
particularly those within the 10-14 year age groupe
This seasonal movement of population in and out of xwamu
may involve up to 400 villagerse

(d) There is a tendeney for young men and women to seek employ-
ment in gumasi. Many of them live in gumasi and return
occasionally to visit their relatives in Kwamue The young
people are mainly those who have had some education and they
got jobs as elerks or store assistants in gumasie
gome have become teaehers and some are at schoole 7The chief
was unable to state the exact number of gwamu people living
in gumasi but said that there were about 60 elderly people
and probably a 150-200 younger people and childrene

TRIBAL
DIVISIONS

TRIBAT, DIVISTONS AND MIGRATION

Tn 1948 the pribal pivision of the population of xwamu was
as follows:

Tala
moshi
pargati
arunshie
EWe

i rulani
rante
Fra-fgra

i Ashante

01 N = —J =+ D ~J -

I
oo

U
Y
s

gome idea of the migration of peoples into the districts

near Kumasi may be obtained from an analysis of the birth-places
of immigrants into gxumasi, which is as followss =~

I ok
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BIRTH=PLACES OF PEOPLE LIVING IN KWAMU I 1948.

Born in gweamu L16
] 1 (el ol 8
" n  aAshanti 61
1 n  orthern merritories 17
" " mogoland 1
1" t other pritish gountries 7
n t  woreign country 1

B

7541

At the time of the survey the population of gKwamu
consisted of peoples of the following tribese

TRIBES LIVING IN KUAMU IN 1952

Ashanti 824
pargat’ i 1G
ca 6
Dagomba 1
Akim 3
rusasi il
grunshie 5
nuangsa 6
Kwdliw 1
panti 5
BUSanga 16
Nzima }

NeT's (tribe gggnggg—

o
=3
(O}

It Was not possible to find the reasons for migrations
into gwamu but a cartain amount of information was obtained
on the employment of some of the immigrants as the fo.lowing
table will Showe

17> ANATNYSTS OF :OCCUPATIONS OF MALE TMMIGR! NTS,

Trg be gmployment - Numbers
wzima _ priver 1
Kusasi L abourer 1
RuUsansi Labourers 2
BuUanga Tabourers 5
pagomba Labouirgse 1
ca privers & muchanics 6
grunshie Labourers ' 2
: Nightwatchman 1
BUsanga Tabourars 1.5
Kwahu Palgngl%gif%gpor 1
3

kim rarmers
F

_ There was thought to be an influx of farmers from
other parts of ‘sha®tti but no accurate information was
ovtalrable as many of the farmers were away during the surveys

e



ng an adult to be a person over 15 years of age
ortion of ehildren to adults appears to be small.
were 304 children and 572 adults in the villages

“was suspected thet the infant mortality was high and

: suh31d1ary investlgatlon into the deaths amongst children
‘was madee 65 mothers out of a total female adult population
of 260 were intervieweds The results of these interviews
showed the followings

DEATHS OF CHILDREN

Noe of chjldren no.still living woe dead

Total born to

65 women . 329 228 101
Average births
Per womele 50 305 15

Tn answer to questions on mortality of children,
it was discovered that the women were not gble to give
he exact ages at which deaths occurred but were able to
give the number of deaths in infancye !'Infancy' to them
means the period of life betwcen the birth of one child
and the nexts This period is usually between 18 months and
three yearse out of a total of 101 denths 73 occurred in
trnfaneyts out of a total number of births of 329,
73 diad in infaney, or about 229 a figure ©of «77 children
surviving per bhirth.

No age analysis of the mnthers or of the children
surviving was made as the sample was too small to justify
any comparison with the figures obtained in the censuss
The following table from the pensus of population 1948
is given for rcferencae.

‘pertility of African women. ratio of children porn and
e Viving e NMumMbers O women 1n puinary

g6 Groups and ot Childron gurviving to tThose boran to the
éﬁﬁF‘gFaqps 0T women 19048e

FIGURES FOR ASHANTI.

‘ roup
%gawsmen { Chilgggﬁnborn children gurvi- children gurvi-
Ly o = ving per woman ving per birthe
0’42 '78
120 - «78
2.12 .75
2.70 69
343 69
Ze « 64
3.95 060
3e78 55
3498 56
L.68
Le02
3458
Lol
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FIGURES FOR KWAMU

children born | children survi- children surv;ving
DOr woman. ving per womane infeney per birthe
| . 65 women
interviewed 5e0 3¢5 ‘ o/ J

HOUSING,

These figures show, that in.regard to infant mortality
and the fertility of women, xwamu is falrly typieal of pshanti.

mhe mothers of deceased children in KWamu were only able
to give vaguec reason for the deaths. of the reasons given
dysentery, fever, and chest complaints were the most commone

phere is a native doctor, a woman, in the village who
treats her patients with native medieinese (Qccasionally patients
go to liver in her compounde. puring the survey threc patients
were swsaying with her, all of whom had fovers

19 1n the village there are 76 compounds, 2 churches,
a school, and a fetish house which was lockeds Two of the com-
pounds werc locked and as the occupants were away during the
survey no information about them was taken into Consideratione

The compounds usually consist of a large sentral opsen 5

square surrounded by roomss or rooms and walls or fences with
one door leading to the outsidee The rooms are usually sleeping
roomse Cooking is generally done in the middle of the compound
though there is frequently a kitchen which is used as well.
In some- compounds there is a "danpan', which is a room with
a raised platform and an open side facing into the inner court-
yard and which provides a =plaee for sitting in the shades

The total number of rooms in the 74 compounds visited
is 325« These figures which confirm the findings on the
expansion of population compare with the figures for 1948 in the
following mannere

1948 1952
Number of compounds 59 76
Number of rooms okl 325 (in 74 compounds)
ROOms peér compound o1 Le
persons per compound 118 il 12

persons per room 2¢l0 T 2T

puring the survey it was noticed that there were wide
differencecs in the number of people in each compound and the
number of rooms in esach compound, as the following tablos shows

NUMBER OF ROOMS PER COMPOUND

Noe Of rooms
E e Eomes daismieate - sl e L7l 8t 9t 40) 141 12 | 13

NOe OFf com=—
poundse 318118 14}j10} 9| 6] 3 Al 1 1

8/....
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NUMBER OF OCCUPANTS PER ROOM

.

NOs Of occupants
67T TOOM, Ryl 51 6 1718

Noe Of compounds |16 [23] 12 | 9] 51 3 |2 | 1

20e In the majority of compounds there is only one family
. dut in all *eases some relatives live with the family.
1n eighteen compounds there are tenants, most of whom are manual
labourers working for the public works Dpepartmente. menants pay,
on the average, 7/- rent per month. There ave 47 male tenants
and 11 female tenantse The women tenants are all wives of the
men for whom they prepare foode

21e villagers were asked why they wanted to move to the now
plte of the village. The main answer from the villagers was
nmo be on the new xumasi-pcera road", presumably they wish to be
on the main road to retmin the transport facilities into Kumasie
At 8 latter interview with the chief wyana pmofa 1T,another reason
was put forwards pe said that there were many gxwanu people living
in xumasi and if the new village could be improved in housing
facilities, he thought that many of those now living in gumasi
would prefer to live in xwamu. He was not able to give the
numbers of gwamu people living and working in gumasi but it may
be In the region of 200 to 250 many of whom hava familiese
jeet of thesc people pay £2 to £3 per month for rent in xumasie.
1f the new village is built to aecommodate them many of thesa
mey prefer to live in gwamu and travel daily to gumasi for worke
The fare by lorry to xumasi is 1/=« Dpoing the journey "daily
this would came to between £2 and £3 per monthe TIf they had housis
in xwamu, in addition to getting rent freec accommodation, they would
obtain dﬁeaper food and might even be able to make farms by
i thﬁmseives»

From & general point of view this might be a good thing
ause it would help to decrease the congestion and over=-erowding
umasi and might lead to a more vigorous village life in Ewamu.
_gwamuhene has asked for 250 plots for the building of eompounds
new village. This would case the Presont over-orowding
villapge and provide accommodation for those at present
-xumasi.

, Eha of house the villagers would like on the

o tham said they wanted big%er compounde with
acilitiese This was understood to mean “he provi-
washing sinks, gome of them said they would

ndah at the front and two roome opening on

: 'hieh they could change 1ntc stores and
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23, The Compounds in gxwamu are made mostly of swish with
unpainted corrugated roofse gome of the swish walls have
a plastering of cement and white-wash but this type of surface
appears most frequently on the Inner walls of the compoundse

An analysis of the material used for roors and walls is
as follows:

ROOFING

currugated only
part corrugated, part kerosene tins 1
part corrugated, part thatch
part shingle, part ecorrugated.
part corrugated, part thatch,
part kerosene tins
Thatch only
part corrugated, part thatch,
part shingle

WD Oy

—

WALLS

gwish only ! D2

part swish, part cement faced swish 11

part swish, part swish with wooden
supports

gwish with wooden supports

cement faced swish building

=IONEN

Tt is very difficult to estimate the value of the houses,
because they are made up of different materialse However,
information given by the chief showed that the swish walls may
cost up to £60. They are huilt by labourers, mostly from the
Northern merritories, by men who specialise in the construction
of swish wallse (urrugated iron sheets are Vvery expensive and it
may cost about ghOQ to roof a large compounds. A large proportion
of the iron sheets on the houses are in fairly good condition and
can be used or sold when the villagers move to the new Villagee

2L, wood and cocoa farming are the main occupations and where
there are other full time occupations food farming is often
a subsidiary occupation. pany of the farmers plant food crops in
new cocoa farms or food farms during the months of gune, July,
and apuguste

T 1948 out of a total adult male population of 105
the occupations were as follows:

cultivators of cocoa 20
gkilled men 25
ghopkeepers 1
ynskilled laboursers 21
others 5

22 men were separately recorded as being wowners and tenants

of cocoa farms." jos of these however, were probably included
under the heading "gultivators of cocoa." Tt is quite likely that
of the male adults not accounted for in the above list of

occupations, most of them married on subsistence farming, selling
any surplus foodstuffs.

10/\-..
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IT At the time of the survey the main occupations
;}"' were as followsg

ANALYSIS OF MAIN OCCUPATIONS 1952.

Mmale wemale

cocoa farming only 1257 2
wmood farming only 39 169
Tabourers 39 5
goldsmiths 15 -
privers 16 -
Traders 11 23
ynemployed adults 12 36
ynemployed children 158 131
palm wine sellers - 2
mailors -
gtorékeepers 1
peachers 1
Masons

ghoemake rs

geamstresses

Meat sellers

cloth sellers

priclklayers

pruggists

Miners

sawyers

pakecrs

carpenters

Mechanics

yasive poctor
apdministrator

yoaver

placksmith

Train priver

clerks

watchman

woodcarver

It ®mFouuw
() R SN RS el Y )0 o ) B

S AN DOV M= 0]

TOTAL: L58 418

25e There are, in addition, various crafts which are carried on
as seasonal or part time occupations. Rnasket weaving is the most
important of these and it is undertaken by children as well as adultse
other crafts are gente cloth weaving, wood carving (stools,
ceremonial sword hilts, and dolls which are carved from the
ofruntum tree (puntumia rlastica, stapf.) and the psese (wuntumia
Africana, gtapr.), mat weaving and goldsmithying. At the time
of the survey, each of these crafts was being practised by adout
10 to 15 peoples (ther part-time occupations are soap-making
and the collection and drying of the silky fibres of the pfruntum
which are used for mattresses and pillowse

| The goldsmiths, the majority of the storckeepers,

&37 s8ix of the tecachers, the bricklayers, some of the drivers,

| . the masons, six of the shocmakers, the druggicst, the miner,

7 the administrator and clerks and the train driver work away

. from the villago, most of them in xumasi, and return to the

| village sometimes weekly, sometimes less regularlye

| - This aecounts for about 70 people, who, calling themsclves
esldents in xwamu, spend most of their time working and living
whore, about 65 of them working gumasie

11/..0.
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yost of the labourers and a few of the drivers work
near gwamu and return dally to gwamu.

26, The principal occupation is cocoa farmings 71he farms near
the village are small, yielding 5 to 10 loads in &n average sized
farme pecause the gwamu land is small most of the farming is dome
in areas some distance from gwamu - in the regions of Beeh:sm,
ykwanta, goaso, xukuom and Nankasim, all of which are in ti.e pghafo
areas These distant farms are much larger in sigze some of them
yielding from 300 toL6OO loads of cocoae

The coeoa which is produced in the distant farms is marketed
through brokerss The eoeoca which is produced in the xwamu area is
marketed through the go-operative parketing gocietyes The organisa-
tion of this marketing process .s as follows:

A chief broker and a sub-broker are appointed by the farmers
in gxwamu. They buy the coooa from the farmers at 70/- per load
(1952 price) and then transport it to gumasi by lorry.
The go=-operative pyarketing gociety pays a tonnage of 50/- per tomn.
wrom this is deducted the cost of transport to gumasie The remainder
is divided equally between the chief and the brokerse gut of the
share which goes to the brokers, the chief broker receives two-thirls
and the sub-broker one-third. pgRecords are kept of the amount of
cocoa purchased from farmers in gwamu, the date of the delivery of
the cocoa and the amount of money paid to hime

the estimate of profits on the tradiing of one ‘ton of cocoa
wholesaled to the co-operative pyarketing pAssociation is as follouws:

commission paid by the go-operative
Marketing pssociation per ton of cocoa
delivered soe eoe so0 £2.10. Od

1,688 Transport at 1/- for 15 bags 155 0Od

garriers and labourers

B dbeeiisl o SO hoioat et 18se 9d lel13e 94
NET PROFIT ON ONE TCN Bivies ' 164 3d
Half share to chief e
one-third share chief broker D De
one-sixth share to sub-broker 2, 8%d

1n the present cocoa season, the chief broker sexpects to
purchase between 20 and 30 tons of cocoa and the sub-broker expects
LBt e out Hlis b 20" tons, mstimating the crop at the most
optimistic figure, the farmers of wgwamu expect to deliver about
50 tons of cocoa during this sesson. The total value of this
at 70/~ per load is £6562 10/-. Tf this quantity were delivered
to the go-operative parketing Association, the total net profit on
trading would be ghO 12s. 64, of which £23 10.104 would go to the
chief .broker and g6 15 5d to the sub-brokers '

The coz0d obtained from farms in the phafo district is marketed
through other channels and no records of the size of the erop or
the income aeccruing to farmers were obtained. A.survey of the
distribution of cocoa farms, the yiclds, age of farms and the
incidence of disease, was not undertaken. These might form the
_;u?ject for another survey which could be under®aken at some future
atte

12 faviea
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27. Tt was thought that a study of some seasonal village

industry would be useful. The production of palm wine,
a usual village occupation, was investigated.

palm wine tapping in the village is carried on as a part
time occupation during the months of pecember, gJanuary and
pebruarye rmhere are seven palm wine sellers in the village and
ten palm wine tapperse A tapper pays 5/- per annum for a lieznes
and 1/6 per tree to the fellere. A tapper not from gwamu pays
2/6 to 5/= per tree to the pocal gouncile :
mach tapper may tap about twelve trees at a timee
After felling the tapping can continus for 14 to 28 days depending
on the size of the tree. The average daily yield from 12 trees
is about 2 kerosene tins or 52 large beer bottless The palm wine
is sold by women as well as by the tappers at 3d per bottle.
About half of the wine produced is sold in pomesua market,
about a mile and a half awaye. The remainder is sold in xwamu
mostly in the afternoone pMuch of it is purehased in gwamu by
labourers as they return from their work in the early cvening,
The women receive one quarter of their turnover as commission.

Assuming that all the palm wine is sold by women traders
and that esach tree yields on the average, four bottles of palm
wine per day, the tapper makes the following profits on one tree.

If the tree is tapped for 14 days
the tapper receives 3d x 4 x 14 ol dliet 0%

16ss 1e commission to traders
257 of proeseds soo 3e 8de
2+ payment to pocal gouneil 2 6d. :
' 6e 24 6o 2
yet profit per tree e eiee 7¢10d

1f the tapper is tapping 12 trees at once then his net profit
per day may be as much as 7/- or 8/-.

TRADE & : .
MARKETING 28e xwamu is not important as a trading esntre.
The neighbouring villages of wpomesua and Ejisu appear to be
more active in this respeste There is no speeific market day
in gwamu but various commodities are on sale every daye
These are mostly losal foodstuffs such as palm nuts, rice,
cassava, corn, groundnuts, palm-wine, kenkey, plantain, oranges,
tomatoes, fish, but baskets and mats are also solde

29« There are three stores in the villagee. They are not
always open during the day but are usually open in the afternoone
All are owned by men.' The owner of the largest store is also
8 oocoa farmer who reported ishat his cocoa farms, most of whieh
are not in the gwamu area, yleld him an income of about g100
per annum,

In his store he sells mostly beer and small provisionse
one case of boer generally lasts from 4 to 6 wecks, but if there
is a celebration in the village he may sell a eass of beer at
ONcve . Tmported spirits are too expensive and there is no sale
1o+ them in the villagee.
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the stock on display in his store on the 29th Ndvember, 1952
consisted of the following commodities,

prink Beers rarge bottles 80
; portello = ditto - 12
guiness. small bottles 36

goda water 12

yedicines and

7oil6T requisitesgyenus cough mixture 8 bottles
phensic tablets 3 packets
Toilet paper rolls b
caseara - bottles 6
© mpsom salts, packets 18
Halr eream L jars
goap Tux, tablets 6
T AS8DSO0, - do =- 5
gousehold - do - )
Lifebouy, packets 2
sunlight, packets 2
pettol, medium bottle 1
vaseline 6 jars
malcum powder 3 tins
Lotion for rhoumatism 12 tins
gkin cream Ly tins
gair cream 4 tins
Razor blades 1 packete
roodstuffs and
SUNAry g00dS. momato puree 19 ‘ting
sugar 14 1bse
water biscuits 30 squares
candles 3 packets
gewing cottons 3 reels
gar oil 180 i
Fishe Tinned herrings 30 tins
geisha fish 18 tins
garamels 2 tins
gramophone needles 6 tins
pencils
gcligarettes : 6 tins
gerosene sl
chewing gum 15 packets
rice Bi=lbs
groundnuts 2 1bs

; Judging from the turnover and large stocks of beer,

which the storekeeper sells for 3/~ per large bottle, it ean be
assumed that the sale of beser is the most profitable line of
businesss The goods are purchased in gumasi, which the storekeeper
visits about onvs per weeke pge said he would like to have a ¢
credit. secount with a Buropean store in gumasi so that he could

buy clothe

The seeond store sells mestly cloth and at the time of the
investigation the stock on display eonsisted of 12 pleezs of cloth,
6 bottles beer, 3 eggs, a few sewing cottons and balls of twine,

. some milk and cigarettes. The estimate of stock on hand at this

" store was about gli5. The third store was selling only beer at the
" time of the survey and had 23 bottles of beer and 13 bottles of
soft drinks on display.
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3‘. 1tn addition to the stdrekeepers there are a number of
petty traders. mhe fellowing were notedy two fish sellers
who get Pheir fish from gumasi; one buteher who gots his meat
from gpjisu. Ttinerant traders visit the village occasionally
to soll miscollancous goods'aueh as socond-hand clothes, cloth,

tewols, stationery, and hardwaro.

31+ There are few social amoenities in gwamu.

mhero are two churches, one is Rroman catholic, the othor 1s an
gnglish chureh pissions Thore is. a school which has a playing
field which is used by the mnglish church pyission in the evenings
and at woek cndse

32¢ At the time of the survey there wcre six classes and 113
children in attendance at the sehoolese Theo distribution of studenis
according to classes is as follows

primary class 1 Ll pupils
25 "
8 "
15 "
13 "
8 "

oW £ W D

TOTAL: 5155

n 1951, before tho inerease in primary education,
only 75 studcnts attended. The sehool fees then wcre 1/64
por month for classes 1 to 3, and 3/- for tho remaining classes.
when school fees in the primary schools were abolished in 1952
there was a rapid influx of students into the school end the
numbers rosc to 123 All the new students wont into classes
1. and 2 and overcrowding resultede Since that time some of the
pupils have left the schools pMany children, probably about 50,
do not go to schoole, gome children prefer to be with their
parents during the day and in some instaness it was suggested that
parents reguired the assistancc of their children in their worke
some of the older children, who did not go to school studied
at the night schoole

The staff :eonsists of the headmaster and 5 teachers with
primary sehool leaving certificatese. The subjects taught are
Asante, pnglish, Arithmetic, nyature study, gygiene, gistory,
givies, @oeography, Arts and grafts, religious tnstruction, gamese

gome children above the age of 12 go to middle schools
in nearby vyillages, travelling by foot. 12 students go to wumesua,
which is 1% miles away, 6 go to mjisu, about 2 miles away,
and 7 go to the goman gatholic gchool at pfrani, which is about
three miles awaye

53« The rapid increase in tHe numbers of school children
has brought many difficulties. mhe prescnt school has threc
class rooms only. one room houscs class I, Wwhich consists of
L4 studentse. @glasses 2, 3, and 4 oceupy another room and
glasses 5 and 6 occupy thc third roome. Apart from the handieaps

- Which result from the shortage of rooms, there arc not enough

dosks to go round and not enough tables for the teacharse
;Hglasses have to be arranged so that one class is working out of

cors lcaying the elass room for the use of anothor classs
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The walls of the school are made of swish with cement
plastering and there arc no batons on them for the hanging
of pisturese The roof of the building leaks badly during the

" raine

3Le one teaeher in the village has started a voluntary
night school for illiterates. pe has a elass of about 120,
of whom about half are children over the age of 12 who could
not be admitted into the day s¢hool., Tn a recent literary
examination for which the teacher csached his pupils, 43 out
of 49 who entered for the examination were successful.

3be In the village the following figures for educational
standards were obtainedy

THE INFLUENCE
OF KUMASTI.

children under 5 L9 B
Tlliterates 320 364
Those with some
education 70 50
pducated above
gtandard 3 SN b4
458

418

gumasi, which is only about 10 miles from KWamu,
has a great attraction to ths villagers.

Many lorries pass

through xwamu daily transporting villagers.®$o and from
gumasi at the eost of a shilling each way,.

A sample survey of 19 eompounds with 223 oecupants
was made to examine the reasons for the journeys into gumasie.
mhe result of the survey was as followss

ACTIVITIES OF WISITORS TO KUMASI

“(Bample of 25¢. ol populawion)

alle Ll ty TReT i Twies per | three times
D 4 L AR week per wecke
gtorekeeper 1 praders 20 | praders 8 | rradors 3
shoemaker 3 gocial-amenities 3 medieal
privers 6 visit relatives 3 Treatment 1
goldsmith 1 TO buy weaving native authe-
Traders 5 materials 1 rity affairs 1
Labourers 4 ]
Rlacksmith 1
TOTAL 19 27 8 2
59 B 3] roeges Roo) D7

14 others went onse per month to yumasi, mostly to visit

relativese.

ITf we take the sample to represent 25 of the total
population the following figures emergc.
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PERCENTAGE OF THE ADULT POPULATION
TRAVELLING TO KUMAST.

e
Daily! weekly | pwice weekly Three times weekly TOTAL

b

957 l 129, Loy 3% 38%

out of the 19 compounds in which the investigation was
made it is found that there are 19 relatives who live most of
the time in gumasi, but call themsclves natives of gwamue
All of them have full time work in gxmasi and visit their homes
in gwamu at least once per monthe

36e Verious facts are cbvious from these figurose

(1) That gwamu is, in a small way, a dormitory village for people
working in gumasi, and gwamu will become increasingly so if
better housing facilities are available in gwamu as has already
been mentioned in paragraph 22.

(2) That in xumasi there are the attractions of higher incomes
and a greater varicty of employmentg.

(3) That gumasi provides a market for the sale of local foodstuffs
and is the source of commodities such as cloth, fish and other
provisions which are retailed in gwamue. gKumasi rstains its
importance as a dsistributing ezntre for traders from ywamu
in spite of the fact that the town of gjisu, which is only
2 miles away has branches of the leading gpuropean storcse.
mhis 1s because it is more o0ostly for tradcrs from gwamu
to buy their stores in gjisu than to travel to xumasi to
purchase thelr goodse

Kwamu can be regarded as typical of those villages near
large towns in the @old goaste The change of economic conditions
in the country is reflected in the 1life of the village.

There is a notieceable drift of young people into the towns,

some of the older people returning after ths age of 45

mhere is a largs movement of people dally iato the town whieh
they wisit 1n connectilon with their worke. here is a fluctuating
seasonal population, making it difficult tc assess aceuratoly the
inereases in populatione There is an increase in the numbers

of immigrants, particularly those from the yorthern merritories,
most of whom are omploycd 1n manual labours

The social zmenitics of gwamu are poor but there is a great
desire for improvement and the villagers show much enthusiasm for
developing greater social aochesion by attraeting the young peoplc
baek into the villageerf holsos are available the villagers expact
there to be a great influx o. people from xumasi to Kwamue
If 200 adults return to gwamu it is quite possible that the
population of gwamu may increase by about 800, including childrec ..
In the re—rlanning of the village the .social needs of o large
populetion must be taken into account.

37s The rapid influx of people into the large towns cawses
many soclal hardshipse gome of these could be prevented if

dormitory villages near the towns provided attractive living
and social conditionse

a4 e



our .

halp wi
students
{ l'ldlnc.’
v"m gl"t_' field

i work of the survey and
e the investipation would have been much more

b

* ROWREA LAWSON
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