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ABSTRACT 

The presenl composlUon, wnllen for Vl1nd band, brass and percussion, IS meant to explore 

ways of amcanlslng military band rcpenolres by blending AlTJcan clements With western 

(echnlqua, " shows an awarenHS of pioneer works by Amu. Nkella and Akin Eub.l 

among others Afncan composers who pa\"t'd the way In which Afncan musIc can be 

adlpted for global ad\anlllge and use The rhythmic and melochc motives Implemented In 

the 5 Sections of th .. work COnsiSt of childhood reminiscences l'elAt~ to Labadl (Ga) 

traditions as well as to practiCes and behavIOUrs Inherited from scholarly exposure to 

Adagme and Ewe mUSIC 

What is Illustrated by thiS approach IS thai effectiveness In Afflean Art MUSIC may be 

consuleredasanslngalthelntersect1onbetweenexpertencesofor~mzedknowled"e, 

learned techmques and a solid tradillonal background, wlIh an extreme tolerance," the 

plocasesoflmplementallon 
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I~TRODt!CTION 

The objective for thiS compo~ltton IS [0 show a way of·blending Afncan compositional 

prinCiples With Western. eomposl1Ion techmques In Afncan Art Mus Ic 

The scope covers research among the Ga of the Accra Greater Regloo of Ghana, the Ewe 

of Ihe Volta Region and the Ga-Adanabe of the Eastern Regulft of Ghana. The 

pubhcatJOn of Dr Ephraim Amu·s Twenty-five AfrIcan songs (1932) marks the 

begmrung of a new era m musical practice of Ghana. Before It,. It appeared that Afncan 

mus,,; In Ghana had been practiced largely by o~1 tJadluon Attempts at wrlbng down a 

few GhanaUU'l songs hive been made by travelers and educators like Ward and 

~Professor" Grace of Dpe ("oast but It was the ploneermg work of Dr ephraim APlu 

tUber tha.n these thai helped to establish both a uadibon of wntten Afi"lcaD musIc and an 

Idiom of A&!eaa mUSIC In Ghana (Nkeua 1976) Akm Euba and Profeuor Nketia In 

Afncan Planbm (1964) and (1973) respectively, .how. \OoIa)- to whdl Afncan musIC can 

be developed for plano Professor Nkeba used tunes from the Nonhem R.cgton of Ghana 

and rbythms of Akan M well as Ewe songs for the pIAnO and VIol., Akm Eub. In hia 

'Modem Afncan MUSIC ·' (1963 I) wrote for the orehestta and showed how the orchestra 

can be used til performing Afncan ~USLC As Akin Euba said "my poslbon IS that all 

shades of new African exp'oslon are valid as long as they fulfiU the canons of good 

mLlSIC composed by Afncans ..... helhcr the Idiom IS radical or conservative" (Ibid) He 

showed " ~reat lolerancc abol,.11 fCSOUfCCl and Implementation by Afilun composers 

creltlnl!\ 3ulhenhc forms of New Afflcan MUSIC 

In songs of the Akans (1932) and Akan songs (1954) RI .. erson showed a colIecnon of 

Aka.n songs which can be used ror schools and wonhip 

In thiS composition .. Libation Chant for Nil " the f~cus IS on the folloWUl8 trruhtlOnal 

muslCIl forms and techniques '" the Ga. Adangbe and Ewe regIOns hom call and 

response., ostmato, multi-pans comparable to Wetle1rJ £Up! .ty~ as we-II as choral 

Singwg rnembhng Wes~n chora)es 
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ANALYSIS 

The ~Llbatlon Chan For Nil ~ 1$ compoied of teveral sentences todmduaity and 

harmonically amphfied before beUl8 put together Those various SCDOnI correspond lO 

vanous. tempi, modulitlons and expression rrwks They will be designated by letters of 

thealphabetasrollows 

A Homegathenng, 

B. Qree1lngJofbereaved, 

C Rendenng of funeral songs, 

o Pounngofhbationand 

f Departu~ofsympathlzers 

In the first seclion A (Home gathenng) the AfnGlln character ofdM: piece II brought In 

by the double bar introduction ofthe wood block on a rhythm~ mouve common to the 

Ewe, Ga and Adanabe of Ghana 

IIgr I'r C'r Ir r pi 
·f 

In the first element, a Ihon signal for a nruaJ (18 ban),' type ofannouncement IS shared 

by • plU of woodWInds (twO tenor recorders) and brasses (two boms tn F), e.ch pau 

hannonlZed In thIrds This melodiC senlt:nce constItutes, WIth '11 repeat, the ennre .section 

The second denlent, the percUSSion background, con:usts of two pans of wood blocks 

providing an osllnalO 10 rhythmic manlpulanons by a tom tom 

The tempoofthts announcement termlns. steady alI20 crotchets 10. mlnull: 

The melody IS Ill' Don&n mode suslamed by a melodic rhythm oompatlble With the 

rhythmlcbacltground 

tWW &8 fuU @e 
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Tbe combtnatlon of those realw.:$ may be considered. way of blendml tr3.(htioMl 

elements Wllh Western techmques 

In the SKOH section B (Greetings of Bereaved), the melody begua lD tnpkKs followed 

by • tJed crotehet to I minim The opening twO bars. are ImlUlled at different levels and 

are used throughout the fi~ theme of thiS section The "ute. oboe, clannet .in Eb, 

clannel in Bb 1 and n open WIth the motive alloWIng the .lto dannet. bast c:lannet, a)eo 

saxophone, hom In F I and U and euphonium to come in aI bar 24 With a hannOlllC 

progresSion 1ft Eb major ThIS gors throughout until bar 50 At bar 51, thete IS vanataon 

of turmoRlc progression (l - II - I - V1+ - U - V - I). ThlS IS done through staccato and 

arpeggios by the lower pitched ansnumenlS throughout It IS a kmd of link (in Eb) to die 

to conung new theme The arpeggio, sound like the ~hna of the sympeUlIuB In a 

bereaved style. whiCh IS common to the African ofsouthem Ghana when moumtng. Tbia 

se<:tton ends at bar 76 In the key of Eb mIIor. The main technique employed In thiI 

sectM)n II thus a kind of generalized ImitatiOn evokmg the waJhna of sympathlzcB ill 

addmoD 10 western modulallon that hetps to avoId cychc harmonies 

AI bar 77. the Sec:lion C, Rendenng of Funeral Songs, beglni a mllitlpan ItyIe of Slnsilia 

found among the Ga. Ewe and the Adangbe of Ghana It is mtrociuud by dI. woodWind 

(flute, oboe and dannets) The brass section resnfOfca the multipart with a hannoruc: 

progression unlll bar 86 The woodwlOd Introduces a slgmfi~tty doubled 7 bar panem 

iD dotted muums wtllie the bfUS Lakes the melody to bat 92 an octave lower which .. 

then repeated from bar 65 AI bar 93. theft IS ecry by the htah pttched Instrumen!3 

supponcd by a dance rhythm which IS found amona: the Ga of Gtlana At bar 102 Ute 

lower pitched Instruments}om With. hannonlC prOareJS10n unul bw 118 From bar 119 

to IS3,15apauageorchan~lOgmeters(thesecanbefoundatbats 119,llO,121,l2'2 

123,I24,I26and IS3) The tempo IS AJ\earo. It tt a bridge dlat 1..ct. to liar 154 which 

begins lft a tempo marked as VlIIO wtth a new theme .uroduood III muhlparl, a fugal style 

iD which the subJect" Introduced by the woodWUld -=tIon and suppOl1lld by tbe brus 

secttOn unul bar 188. At bar 189, the alto clannet., hOAl I and 11. tIOmbone, euphoOlUll'J 

and bass. dannet pro'nde an answer to abe subJoct AI bar 197. the brass Des over die 
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subject unt" ~ 198, answes-ed after 7 ban by the woodwmd .... a fu&aJ techmque of 

musIc making found among the Ewe of Ghana The mythnuc t.ckaround II provided by 

the double wood blocks 

nus Interplay aoa on till bar 225. Bar 226 begins wl\h a new lime signature, common 

time. In which both the woodwlIld and the brass take pan. supported by the perCU,5510n at 

thebackgroUGd The tempo IS 90 aotchets toa mtnule. The flr.-t part oftJua section ends 

at 00229 WIth a repeat The second hatlbeslns at bar 230 and ends at *237 with. 

In the rourth sec lion 0 (Pounng O(Ltballon). the melody IS brought In by the woodwind 

(flute, oboe. tenor recorder, clannets J and 0) plaYing an ocave apatt 8gaJDit a 

petCU$Slon background on a motive common to the Ga of Ghana (see bat 231). The 611t 

elemenl of the motive IS shared by the flute oboe clarinet in Eb and Bb In a son orAIi 

and response by the remaining woodwmd (clannct In Bb I and n aho clannet, bass 

clannetcontrabas.s c:Iannet) and brass (allO sax.ophone, tenor saxophone and bornsm F) 

1rI the first element. the mekNiy. the woodwind hannoaJud m third. lOr the two first bars 

shales a type of call and response The renwning brass Joms 10 from the durd bar of this 

seClM:Jn.thelowerplichedulStrumentsdoubli"ltheme1odyatanoctl!velowefwtypical 

lIurcls 

The tm1po IS 90 crotchets 10 • minute ThiS secbon of the pteU ends at bar 256 Wllh a 

repeal 81 bar 258. The repeat ends at bar 281 WIth the percussIon cnchng at bar 284 

AJresardstheSttrionE,DepanureofS)'rnpathliers,theAfncancban.eterreliesonthe 

IntroductIOn of a melody found among the Akan of Eutem regIon of Ghana WIth whom 

the Adtngbe shate tradItional boundary and from whom they have adopted \be melody It 

IS lwmonl%ed lJ1 thuds hke the openlQg of the section A (Home Galhenna) Similarly, 

the melody 11 an Donan mode 
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