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- -~ PREFACE.

“RoMe was not built in a day;” the proudest

- kingdom 1n Europe was once in a state of barbarism

perhaps worse than now exists amongst the tribes
chiefly inhabiting the West Coast of Africa ; and it
is an incontrovertible axiom that what has been done
can again be done. If Europe, therefore, has been
raised to her present pitch of civilization by pro-
oressive advancement, Africa too, with a guarantee
of the civilization of the mnorth, will rise into equal
importance. The nucleus has been planted; it is -
just beginning to show signs of life and future
vigour; it shoots out legitimate as well as extraneous
buds. Political capital is made of the latter by
narrow-minded persons ; whilst the liberal-minded,
with more philosophy and generosity, make ample
allowances for these defects, and encourage the
legitimate growth. We may well say that the pre-
sent state of Western Africa is, in fact, the history

of the world repeating itself.
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The civilization of France and England, and even
of Germany, dates from the time when Rome,

agitated by social contentions, made Julius Casar

proconsul of Transalpine Gaul ; the brilliant con-
quest which he made over the then savage tribes, who
lived in caves and miserable huts, and the wise but
rigid government which he enforced, led in eleven
hundred years to the gigantic discoveries and 1m-
provements which now startle the denizens of less

favoured climes.

- But I argue that modern inventions, such as

printing, st~om agency (both as regards railways
and wavigation), and the electric telegraph, which
fucditate rapid communication in a most wonderful
degree, leave not a shadow of doubt in my mind
that, although it took eleven hundred years to bring
France and England to the high standard of civiliza-
tion which they now occupy, it will take far less
time to bring a portion at least of Western Africa

to vie with Europe in progressive development.

Descended from the royal blood of Isuama Eboe,
and having had ample opportunities, from close
acquaintance with almost all forms of government
-exercised in the most important countries in the
western part of Africa, of judging of the influence

———
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of civilization in modern times on races of different

and most opposite character, I have hazarded the

above opinion, and I am certain that those who have
made this view the subject of sober consideration
will bear me out in the statement.

On this Coast the English element is unquestion-~
ably the best civilizing agency. Their liberality in
matters of Christianity, their sound and healthy
judgment in colonization, their profound legislative
ability, exhibited frequently in adopting proper
means to suit the wishes and desires of the colonists,
and their commercial policy, all greatly tend to
foster the growth of civilization in a young colony.

. Occasionally, however, we meet with a few who find

their way to the Coast, who endeavour to the utmost
of their ability to undo what the well-disposed have
done ; but this must be regarded as the constant
concomitant of progressive improvement in the
early history of every country, when the civilizing

acency comes from abroad.

The following is the Convention between Her
Majesty and the King of the Netherlands for an
interchange of territory on the Gold Coast of
Africa, signed at London, March 5, 1867 ; Ratifi-
cations exchanged at London, July 5, 1867 :—
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Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, and His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, being
of opinion that an interchange of terrifory on the West Coast of
Africa would conduce to their mutmal advantage, and would
promote the interests of the inhabitants, have resolved to conclude a
convention for that purpose, and have therefore named as their
plenipotentiaries, that is to say—{(here follow the names of the
plenipotentiariesy—who, after having communicated to each other
their respective full powers, found in good and due form, have
agreed upon the following articles :—

ArricLe I. Her Britannic Majesty cedes to his Majesty the
King of the Netherlands all British forts, possessions, and rights
of sovereignty or jurisdiction which she possesses on the Gold
Coast westward of the mouth of the Sweet River, where their
respective territories are confterminous; and his Majesty the King
of the Netherlands cedes to her Dritannic Majesty all Netherland
forts, possessions, and rights of sovereignty or jurisdiction which he
possesses on the Gold Coast to the eastward of the mouth of the
Bweet River, where their respective territories are conterminous.
The boundary between the possessions of her Britannic Majesty and
those of his Majesty the King of the Netherlands will be a line
drawn true north from the centre of the mouth of the Sweet River,
as far as the boundary of the present Ashantee kingdom, bat with
such deviations within three English miles of the coast as shall be
necessary to retain within British territory any villages which have
been in habitual dependence on the British Government at Cape
Coast, and within Netherland territory any villages which have been
in habitual dependence on the Netherland Government at St. George
d'Elmina.

Articre II. The two high contracting parties agree that the
following tariff of duties of customs shall be enforced in their re-
spective possessions upon the Gold Coast :—

In the British Possessions: ale, beer, wine, and all spirits or
spirituous liquors, per old wine gallon, sixpence; cigars, snuff, or |
tobacco in any shape, per pound, one penny; gunpowder, per pound,

-—
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one penny ; firearms of every description, each, one shilling ; on all
other goods of every kind, an ad valorem duty of 3 per cent. on the
invoice price. |

In the Netherland Possessions : ale, beer, wine, and all spirits or
spiritaous liquors, per litre, eight cents; cigars, snuff, or tobacco,
in any shape, per kilogramme, ten cents; gunpowder, per kilo-
gramme, ten cents; firecarms of every description, each, sixty cents;
on all other goods of every kind, an ad valorem duty of three per
cent. on the invoice price.

Arrrore III. In order to prevent frands in the importation of
goods, the high contracting parties engage to empower the officers
of their respective customs on the Gold Coast to require the masters
of vessels to make declaration of the nature, quantity, and value of
any goods which they may be allowed to land. If the officers of
customs shall be of opinion that the value so to be declared is in-
sufficient, they shall be at liberty to take the goods on public
acconnt, on paying to the importer the amount of his valuation,
with the addition of 10 per cent. thereon, and returning any duty
which may have been already paid.

AwrtrcLE IV. The tariff of customs duties specified in Article
1I. shall be put into operation from and after a day to be agreed
upon between the two Governments, and shall remain in force for a
period of ten years; and further, until the expiration of twelve
months after either of the two contracting parties shall have given
notice to the other of its desire for a revision or termination thereof.

‘Axmticte V. The tariff of customs doties may be enforced or
relaxed by the local anthorities at their own discretion, or accord-
ing to the orders of their respective Governments in respect of
articles imported for the use of those authorities, or for the
personal use and consumption of officers in the actual service of
the Government.

Articte VI. The mutnal transfer of forts, possessions, and
rights of sovereignty or jurisdiction, stipulated in Article I. of the
present convention, is dependent upen and subject to the establish-
ment of the proposed tariff, and shall not take effect until the Go-
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vernment of each country shall have procured the enactment of any
laws or regulations necessary in order to establish that tariff for the
term and under the conditions hereinbefore described, and shall
bave actually put the same into operation.

ArmicLte VII. After the transfer alluded to in the foregoing
Article shall have been made, a map shall be drasm of the new
boundary division according to the terms of Article I. Two copies
of the said map, duly attested by the Governments on either side,
shall then be appended to this convention for the parpose of show-
ing the boundary, which shall andergo no alteration, even should any
of the villages mentioned at the end of Article I. be snbsequently
abandoned or the tariff be modified or withdrawn.

ArTICLE VIII. The present convention, after receiving so far
as may be necessary the approval of the legislative anthority, shall
be ratified, and the ratifications shall be exchanged at London
within a period of four months, or sooner if possible.

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed
the same, and have affixed thereto the seals of their arms.

Done at London, the fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and sixty seven.

CARNARVON. BeNTDNCE.
STANLEY. C. J. M. NaerGrAS.

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D,,
Staff Assistant-Surgeon

Cape Coast Castle,
May 16, 1870.
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CIRCULAR INTRODUCTION.

Trs history of a country forms a part of the history
of the world, and its publication is necessary for its
preservation. Thus Casar preserved his brilliant
conquests over the Gauls in his Commentaries, and
Cicero the glorious history of the Roman Republic
in his voluminous writings.

With the view of preserving in a continuous form
the history of the Gold Coast for the last ten years,
I have in a series of correspondence with the
Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, D.C.L., Secretary
of State for War, and Earl Granville, K.G., D.C.L,,
Secretary of State for the Colonies, given a full
account of the political atmosphere of the Gold
Coast a few years prior to and since the transfer of
territory between the English and Dutch Govern-
ments, justifying the British Fantees under existing
circumstances in refusing to acknowledge the Dutch
flag, recounting the outrages at Commendah, the
formation of the Fantee Confederation, the
victorious attack on Elmina by the Fantee force,
the inglorious campaign against the Ashantees
under Major Cochrane and Lieutenant-Colonel
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Conran, the Accra native Confederation, the
Awoonah War, the bombardment of Dixcove, the
atrocious march of Atjiempon from Asinee through
the Dutch territory into Elmina, the Dutch capital,
and the means necessary for placing the country in
a more satisfactory state.

It 1s, perhaps, needless to state that it has cost
me about two hundred and fifty pounds for publish-
ing works on Western Africa, which I am proud to
say have been, and I hope will be of future benefit
to the Coast.  Considering with what little interest
people in civilized countries regard subjects on
Africa, works on Western Africa, unless written
to attract the fancy or to excite wonder, by recording
acts of heroic -enterprise, like the gorilla hunting,
&c., are a dead loss to the writer.

I intend, therefore, to publish these communica-
tions for private circulation only. It is likely to cost
from-£30 to £40. As it is for the future benefit

of a part of Western Africa, I ask those who have |
the interest of the country at heart to subscribe
something towards that expense. Several copies !
will be forwarded gratis to subscribers, and all
subseriptions will be acknowledged in the work by

AFRICANUS HORTON.

/



LETTERS ON THE POLITICAL CONDITION
OF THE GOLD COAWNT.

LETTER No. L.*

TO THE RIGIHT HOXN. EDWARD CARDWELL, HER
MAJESTY'S SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR.

Care Coast Castie,
12th August, 1869.

My DEAR SIr, e g

In my work on the “West African
Countries and People, British and Native, with the
Requirements necessary for Establishing that Self-
Government recommended by the Committee of the
House of Commons in 1865, and a Vindication of
the Negro Race,” which I had the honour of per-
sonally presenting to you in July, 1868, I endea-
voured to point out, as succinctly as possible, in
pages 246 to 250, how utterly one-sided was the
exchange of territory between the Dutch and Eng-

* Reply dated 11th October, and marked “ Private.”
y B
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lish on the Lold Coast, as represented in the treaty
signed by the plenipotentiaries of both countries on
6th March, 1867, and ratified on 6th July, 1867.
And in that interview I entered fully on the feelings
of the people, especially those who had been trans-
ferred to the Dutch authorities, without their being
consulted ; how that, at the time, they declared
that, being under British protection, and not British
subjects, they had a mght to be heard on the
subject ; that most of the transferred subjects would
not tolerate the Dutch rule ; and that troubles were
looming in the distance, which could only be averted
by great conciliation and courteous behaviour on
the part of the Dutch Government to those who
were to be transferred. '
As the political state of the Gold Coast has been
one of feverish excitement for the last two years,
and as every month seems to bring fresh matters
tending to agitate the public mind, I purpose to
give you, in this and subsequent communications, -
as complete a statement as I can of the political
condition of the Gold Coast since the exchange of
territory between the English and Dutch Govern--
ments, which came into force on the 1st January,
1868, free from all official reticence ; and I hope
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that it will enable you, who have shown so much
cood-will towards the proper government of the
West African Settlements, to form a correct 1dea
of our position, so that you may encourage and
sﬁpport any measure that will place the Gold Coast
mhabitants in a more' prosperous and peaceable
state.,

In December, 1867, a few days before the actual
transfer of territory took place, the Administrator
of Her Majesty’'s Forts and Settlements of the Gold
Coast issued a proclamation, setting forth the con-
vention between the Dutch and English Govern-
ments relative to the exchange of territory, and the
boundary agreed to by the two respective Govern-
ments. At the same time a friendly letter was
written to the kings and chiefs of the English Pro-
tectorate who were about to be transferred, nolens
volens, informing them that, in order to facilitate
trade and civilization, the hitherto Protectorate
would be abandoned, that they would be handed
over to the Government of the King of the Nether-
lands, trusting at the same time that their relations
with them would be as satisfactory as those they
had hitherto maintained with Great Britain.

The principal Duteh town to be transferred was
B 2
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Dutch Accra ; and accordingly, on the 3rd January,
1868, His Excellency Major Blackhall, Governor-
General of the West African Settlements, arrived
at British Acera, with the Administrator of the
Gold Coast ; on the 4th, the Dutch Governor, from
St. George d’Elmina, anchored in the roads; and at
four py. of the same day the Duteh flag was
lowered in Fort Greeve Cceur, and the English flag
hoisted in its stead, with much ceremony, and under
double salutes from the English and Dutch ships of
war and from the forts. All the Dutch towns, the
most important of which are Appam, Cromantine, -
and Moree, surrendered to the British authorities
without the slightest. opposition.

But a different tale must be told of the transfer
of the most important district under British protec-
tion to the Dutch rule. These people formed nearly
one half of the whole population of the Gold Coast,
who had always been true and loyal to Her
Britannic Majesty’s Government, and who were
determined, should the English Government refuse
to concede to them their former protection, never to
become Dutch. They therefore drew up a humble
petition against the transfer, praying that the
British Government would not desert them. The
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chiefs of the important districts of Wassaw and

Denkera would not accept either the proclamation,

treaty, or convention. The towns on the sea-coast

were compelled to tolerate the Dutch rule, except -
the Commendahs. These people, forming a small

but determined race of men, situated within a few

~ miles of the town of Elmina, capital of the Dutch

Gold Coast, refused peremptorily to have the
English flag lowered and the Dutch flag hoisted
in its stead. This affront was not by any means
savoury to the Dutch, who immediately bombarded
the town, landed 180 men from their man-of-war,
“ Metalen Kruis,” set fire to the houses, destroyed
the canoes, killed many of the imnhabitants, and
forced the rest to take refuge in the bush. :
The bombardment of Commendah acted as an
electric shock throughout the Protectorate ; the
subdued resistance of all the Fantee chiefs now
culminated in armed opposition ; the whole of
the Fantee race flew to arms; all the kings and
chiefs of the most importaut provinces of Wassaw,
Denkera, Assin, Fantece, Goomoor, Akenfece,
Anamaboe, and Winnebal, repaired with the King
of Mankessim to their ancient religious city,

Mankessim, where, after a council of war, they
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decided to resist by fire and sword the occupation
by the Dutch of towns formerly under English
protection.

They employed a figurative saying to express the
wrong they suffered from the British Government
by the transfer. Regarding that Government as
their father and protector, and their different
tribes as the offspring of that Government, they
maintained that the father had no might to make
(enslave) them over to another master ; and as they
were brought up from their youth under the British
tlag, they were determined not to have themselves
handed over to the Dutch authorities.

The inhabitants of Dixcove and British Ahanta,
being under the guns of Dixcove Fort, were
obliged to submit for a time to their fate, as they
were unable to make any open resistance to the
Dutch rule; but the people of Wassaw and
Denkera, which are situate in the interior, entirely
refused to become Dutch. Appolonia,_ which
consists of two districts—viz.,, Attawaboe and
Bainyee, governed by separate kings, formerly
under British protection, were divided ; the
Bainyeans refused  to accept the Dutch flag,
and the chief town on the sea-coast was conse-
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quently bombarded, and the natives retired to the
bush towns. They sent to the English Governor
at Cape Coast, whom they had always recognized
as their chief, for munitions of war to fight against
the Dutch, and, being refused, they applied to the
Fantee chiefs, who -supplied them with powder

and lead bar, and several ounces of gold dust.

- The Attawaboes, being near to the Dutch settle-

ment of Oxeim, quietly accepted their flag.

Thus 1t 1s that the transfer of territory, which
the British Government thought would have led to
the peace and quietude of the Gold Coast Settle-
ment, placed it, from the very commencement, in

a state of intermal commotion worse than it ever
had been in before.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D.
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LETTER No. IL*

TO THE RIGHT HON. EDWARD CARDWELL, HER
MAJESTY'S SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WARE.

Care Coasr CasriE,

12th September, 1869.
My peAr Sig,

Although the Fantees are akin to
the Elminas under Dutch rule by consanguinity
and by right of nationality—the language of the
latter being only a kind of provincialism of the
former—the Fantees have, from time immemonal,
regarded them as treacherous and not to be de-
pended on; consequently there has always been a
degree of coldness between the nations.

The Fantees form a compact race, extending
from Wassaw to Winnebah, and include many most
| 1mp0rt:mt districts in that tract of land to which
pohtlcal as well as descriptive writers have applied
the noma—~Protected Territory of the Gold Coast;
whilst the FElminas, or even the Dutch, own an
extent of country in a.ll scarcely as large as the

province of Wassaw.

* Replies, dated 25th November, from Mr. Cardwell (private) and
from Earl Granville
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The Dutch Government on the Gold Coast is an
ally to the King of Ashantee—a powerful African
potentate, situated behind the Fantee territory, and
who has always been the implacable enemy of the
Fantees. In years gone by this warlike nation
commenced a war of extermination of the whole
of that race. Their skilful generals and warlike
hordes poured like a swarm of bees from the various
provinces of Ashantee (Asanti) into every district of
Fantee, paralyzed their efforts towards united
action, and produced alarm and consternation
wherever they went. In a few pitched battles,
where, after several stubborn engagements, ending
sometimes in doubtful results, the Ashantees ulti-
mately became victorious, many of the Fantees
were laid lors de combat, their homes were deso-
lated, their women and children, and those men
who had escaped the awiful guillotine or the slugs,
were carried away captives and sold as slaves.
In fact, they invariably signalized their triumph
over the Fantees by the most sanguinary sacrifice of
hecatombs of captives. ‘ |

Thé Ashantees, animated by the most ferocious
spirit, would have carried, unchecked, this work
of extermination to its fullest extent, had not a
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strﬁnger and a more valiant arm appeared in the
field of battle; and, by the aid of the Congreve
rockets, which fell with bloody effect amidst their
ranks, a halt was put to their victorious march ; and
the massacre of Doodoowah by English cannonading
sent them flying, helter-skelter, again to their
homes ; and, by the peace ‘then concluded, the land
had rest for several years.

It must, therefore, be conceded that the Fantees,
not being British subjects, were perfectly justified in
refusing to recognize a treaty or convention which
would give to their enemy so much power over them.
For the former military roads of the Ashantees
the western district of Fantee were situated in
Denkera and Wassaw; but since those provinees
threw aside their allegiance to Ashantee and became
British, or rather submitted themselves to be under
British protection, these roads had been closed
against them. The King of Ashantee was ready,
even anxiously waiting, the bidding of the Dutch
Governor, to send down his military force to his

" assistance, so as to commence again their long-
cherished and favourite ‘ war-whoop” on Fantee ;

] and, as these last had been distinetly informed that
! their former protector—the British Government—
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would have nothing to do with their wars, they |
considered it their place to disown any arrange-
] ment made between the English and Dutch Go-

vernments that would place their whole race in

jeopardy, and prostrate it before Ashantee. No

the treaty or convention was a fait accomply, than

!} sooner, therefore, had the Fantee Kings found that
|
| they, in solemn conclave, entered into alhance,

offensive and defensive, with the Kings of Den-

kera and Wassaw to oppose the Dutch rule, and to
i. form a confederation amongst themselves for mutual
support.

The convention was also objectionable to the
inhabitants principally of Cape Coast, because
most of their important villages and plantations
were transferred to the Dutch rule along with
other places, such as Mamfoon, Footoo, Esiachen,
&e., so that they would be obliged to submit to
Dutch imposts whilst resident at Cape Coast.

This convention brought to life a most important
combination owu- the Gold Coast, which is but the
commencement of an independent self-government or
confederation of all the provinces in the former Pro-

tectorate. In the House of Commons Committee
of 1865, the third resolution emphatically stated that |
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the policy of the- Government on the West African
Settlements should now be to encourage in the
natives the exercise of those qualities which may
render it possible for that Government more and
more to transfer to the natives the administration
of all the governments, except perhaps one. But,
from the steps taken on the Coast by some officials
1in high places in respect to progressive development
of matives, as well as from the treatment received
by native chiefs, especially on the Gold Coast,
diametrically opposed to the spirit and letter of
that resolution, every one on the Coast begins to
doubt the sincerity of the statement, and to consider
1t as amyth and a delusion, which, consequently, de-
serves to be placed 1u the same limbo as many other
good proposals about ‘Africa once rampant but now
entirely defunct. And I, myself, Sir, should have
been carried away by the popular belief, had I not
- become acquainted with the contents of a recent
dispatch of Earl Granville, the present liberal Secre-
retary of State for the Colonies, to his Excellency
- the Governor-General of the West African Settle-
ments, wherein he recommended that the natives
should, as much as possible, be brought to know the
intricacies of the civil government of the Coast, with
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the ultimate view of placing them in responsible

govemﬁlental position.

=,

The Fantee Confederation sprang into existence
soon after the promulgation of the treaty and actual

transfer of territory between the Dutch and English
rule on the Gold Coast. Tt is composed of all the
' Kings of Fantee who had, up to January 1, 1868,
been under the British flag. The object, as has
been detailed to me, 1s couched in two brief but
pregnant phrases—viz.: 1st, To advance the interest
of the whole of the Fantee nation; and, 2ndly, to
combine for offence and defence 1n time of war.

At present this Confederation is in an embryonic
state, without any code of law which a civilized go- -
vernment might consider as binding, or necessary
for the proper working of the Confederation ; the
people are, as 1t were, feeling their way cautiously
in the mystic labyrinth of constitutional self-govern-
ment. _ .

The King of Abrah, or Abacrampa, who from
time immemorial has been regarded as the leader of
the Fantee nation, without whose first move into
the field the inhabitants would not leave their

- homes, feels jealous that King Edoo, of Mankessim,
should now arrogate to himself the leadership of the
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Confederation, and would not recogmize him as
such ; so that there is at present a slight coldness
between the two potentates. There is, therefore,
no real president to the Confederation ; but a chief
magistrate, who is also the treasurer, and a secre-
tary have been appointed, both chosen from the
intelligent and educated pt;rtion of the population,
and of known character and influence.

Ever since the Ashantee expedition of 1864,
which ended in results not by any means praise-
worthy to the protecting power, the natives of this
Coast have been repeatedly told that they must
defend their own firesides, and that the British Go-
vernment would give them no assistance in case
they were to be attacked in the interior, except,
perhaps, by supplying them with munitions of war.
The appeal to all the inhabitants to unite in forming
a self-government, and the necessity for making
such appeal, is most graphically described in the
following address to the Fantee nation, written by
one of them: “On the 18th July of the current
year, after certain correspondence had passed be-
tween them, his Excellency the Administrator, H.
T. Ussher, addressed a letter to the p:_reaideﬁta and
other chiefs of Fantee, at Mankessim, in which, after
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censuring the conduct of the said presidents and
chiefs, and after going into various circumstances
connected with the Elmina war, his Excellency pro-
ceeds to state, © Your conduct has been such that 1
can no longer have any relation with.you; and ‘as
you voluntarily throw off your allegiance, you must
not be surprised that. 1 accept your act, and treat
you, until you come to your senses, as apart from
Great Britain; further, that ‘in case of war with
the Ashantees, as you will have provoked it, you
will bear the brunt thereof without help from Go-
vernment.” Such being the facts, the Ashantees
having already invaded the territories of our friends
and allies (the Wassaws and Denkeras), the British
Government having disowned us, and informed us
that we are not to expect any assistance from it in
case of an Ashantee Invasion—our wisest and safest
policy lies in our adopting, without delay, some
measures for our self-government, and our self-

defence.”

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D.
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LETTER No. II1.*

TO THE RIGHT HON. EDWARD CARDWELL, HER
MAJESTY’'S SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR.

Cape Coast CAsSTLE,
12th October, 1869.
My DEAR SIR,

Hitherto I have considered the impor-
tant combination which has been formed between
the various kings of Fantee, who occupy the western
distriet of the Gold Coast ; but the eastern district,
composed entirely of a different nationality, and
separated from Fantee by a natural boundary, took
no part whatever in this combination. Unlike the
kings 1n the interior of the western distrcts, the
kings in the interior of the eastern district have

from time 1mnmemorial regarded the principal king on -;
the sea-coast town as their head, so that any command
or order issued by him receives immediate obedience.
Circumstances which have sprung up since the un-
settled state of the country have compelled the

educated natives, in conjunction with the kings on

the sea coast—viz.,, of James Town, Old Dutch 5

* Reply, dated 2nd December, from Earl Granville.
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Accra, and Christianshorg—to form a close political
combination, whose first object is to bring to a
speedy termination the wars and disturbances which
Lave nearly ruined Accra. Tt was stipulated at a
é'eneral met-eting held on the evening of the 13th
August last, ’t:y the educated natives, which was joy-
fully assented to by the kings and chiefs—* That,
considering the immense stake the educated natives
hold in the countryf, and the interest they therefore
have in the preservation of peace and order therein ;
and considering further that the kings themselves
have acknowledged their utter want of power to
orapple with the political condition of the country,
Resolved—That in future 1t shall not be competent
for the kings of themselves to moot any question
affecting the object set forth above, either by them-
selves personally or by communication with the
Government, without first consulting with the body
of educated natives and receiving their consent.”

A managing committee, consisting of six gen-
tlemen of education, was appointed, having W,
Lutterodt, Esq., as the president, to act in con-
Junction with the kings in conducting the affairs of
the country generally. They have subscribed hand-

somely towards buying munitions of war, and have

C
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tendered very wholesome suggestions to the officer
in civil cornmand of the district with reference to

the present political erisis of the country.™®

* The following is a letter addressed by Mr. James Bamnerman
to me relative to the formation of the Acecra Native Coufederation :—

—— =

* Cape Coast, Sept. 21, 1369.

* My pear Docror,

“Referring to our conversation of the other evening
relative to the present political aspeet of affairs in the eastern
districts of the Gold Coast generally, bnt Aeccra in partienlar, I
rejoice to have it in my power to inform yon that the political con-
dition of Accra possesses now, although oaly in the germ, I may
say, such elements of good, that, i)rﬂperly and sincerely fostered by
the educated natives, will, I feel sure, eventually be the sounrce of
lasting advantage to our part of the country. There has very
recently been formed a close political combination between the
educated natives of Accra and the kings of Jamestown, old Dutch
Accra, and Christiansborg, these three chiefs representing the tribes
f:ihu.biting the sea-board and the interior of the eastern districts,
which combination, formed on a firm and apparently darable basis,
appears to me to be the germ of that form of government (Re-
publican) which yon have advocated in your book on Western
Africa. T will endeavonr to explain as concisely as possible, but
imperfectly, how this new, important move, originated, and by what
means it was accomplished. The resalt of the Awoonah expedition
in 1866 forcibly proved to the educated natives of Acera that under
similar circumstances in the future, if they should not be prepared
and determined to rely on their own resources, it was impossible
that they could hope to meet with success in any future expeditions
they Might undertake. It is true that for the Awoonah expedition

Colonel Conran distributed to Kings Cogoe and Dowoonah 1,200

muoskets for the use of 8,000 wen, with a number of kegs of ball
cartridge, the use of which they did not properly understand, and -

e - .'- -'l_ _-'.
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Let us now turn to the western, or Fantee dis-
trict, and we shall find that soon after the bombard-
ment of Commendah by the Dutch man-of-war, the

the European and native traders also subseribed to a fund for the
chiefs to purchase ammunition (the chiefs -being really without the
means to do anything for themselves); but this assistance in muni-
tions of war was ultimately found to be ridiculously inadequate for
~carrying out an expedition of that kind as had been planned by Col.
Couran ; and it was only got through the noble personal efforts of
poor Irvine, who. at great inconvenience and personal loss, ulti-
1wately procured sufficient powder and lead for the chiefs. It is true
the European and npative traders also sobseribed to the fund for
parchasing this ammunition, but it was in the proportion of 10L to
Mr. Irvine’s 407, I say, then, this incident in the expedition fully
showed us educated natives that the time had come when it was
imperatively incumbent on us to rely on ourselves, and ourselves
alone, ander future similar cirenmstances, as if was not likely that
we should always possess European friends of the same calibre as
Mr. Irvine, who had so thoroughly identified himself with the real
interests of the country: npor ought we expect from the local
govermuent more than a little substantial aid at a time. On our
return from the expedition, therefore, the question was mooted
amongst us whether some means should not be devised amongst the
cducated natives alone to guard ourselves against future similar
emergencies. In mentioning, however, one day, in conversation with
the late Mr. Irvine, our intention in reference to this movement, my
friend appeared and expressed biwsell really so hurt at the very
idea of being severed from any future opportunity of joining the
natives in matters affecting the country whose real interests he Lad
always endeavoured faithfully to advance, that it was deterwined to
try other modes of proceeding. Mr. Irvine’s lamented death
removed the only obstacle for our carrying out our proposed plan
of combination amongst ourselves, Sinece the expedition to

. ¢ 2
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Commendahs caught and killed a native of Elmina, a

Dutch Fantee, and sent his jaw-bone to the Fantee

kings, who were then assembled at Mankessim for

—

Awoonah other important considerations have tended to strengthen
the determination formed by the educated natives to put their
shoulders to the wheel for the public good. The most important of
these considerations is the patent and admitted fact of the iuability
(from sheer want of means, in men or money) of the chiefs to
exercise the same kind of government over their people on the sea-
board as their more wealthy brethren of the western district of the
Gold Coast. (I say as regards controlling their subjects on the .
sea-coast; as far as the chiefs in the interior are concerned, the
chiefs of Accra, by combined action in eouncil in all matters affecting
the whole eastern districts, can issne commands throngh King
Tackee to, and those orders are obeyed by, the other chiefs in the

\ interior.) The kings of Accra, unlike the  Fantees, have very few,

- if any, personal followers, and next to nothing of—what is equal to

.'I any amount of slaves—the sinews of war. The educated natives

~ alone can aid the kings with followers in times of war, the men or
slaves whom they possess having descended to them from their
futhers, who purchased, or rather redeemed, their (the people’s)
ancestors when about to be shipped off the coast in the ancient dark
days of the slave-trade. These men have proved under their
masters of some service-to the Government on varions occasions in
times past, from 1822 to 1863. I merely mention this in order to
point out to yon plainly the ruling causes which have influenced us,
at this juncture of political affairs, to presume to differ so dia-
metrically in opinion from that which seems to have been formed
and adhered to by his Excellency the Acting Administrator. who

* thinks the kings quite capable of taking matters entirely into their ]
own hands whether in peace or in war. In March last, when the
alliance hetween the Aquamboes and Ashantees assnmed a threaten-

' ing aspect towards the eastern districts, and hostilities had actually
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solemn deliberation on the events tlla.t_ had taken

place. This organ was forwarded as a symbol that
they had commenced hostilities against the Dutch.

~commenced between these two tribes and the Krepees, who are
closely allied to the Accras, Mr. Simpson visited Acera for the
purpose of nrging the kings to make a move towards the seat of
war, and for that purpose.he required them to furnish 2,000 men,

~ with a captain in command, to hasten to the assistance of the Akim

Chief Domprey, who, heading the Krepees, was fighting single-
_handed and gallantly resisting the combined forces of Ashantee,
Aquamboe, and Awoonah; his Excellency promising to supply
them with ammunition as soon as they commenced to move. The
kings readily, of course, consented to do what the Governor re-
guired, and engaged to send forward the 2,000 men in two weeks.
His Excellency then, much satisfied with this promise, and believing
in the ability of the kings to perform it, gave them an order on the
public chest for 100/ in order to-prepare the proposed expedition.
Their majesties received the cash from the commandant, and quietly
shared it amongst themselves. A few weeks afterwards Lutterodt,
Cleland. myself, and others of the educated natives, who were quietly |
watching the course of events, one day met Kings Tackee and
Cogoe, and asked them when their contingent of 2,000 men would
niove to the seat of war? They replied, very sheepishly, that they
did not know, and they thought they would ultimately have to seek
assistance from us. Matters remained in this unsatisfactory state
until the melancholy death of poor Irvine occurred, and then was
aroused again in greater force than ever the feelings amongst the
educated natives that something must be done amongst owrselves to
assist the chiefs in restoring order to the country by finding means
to check the invasion of the territory by the Ashantees. Mr.

_ Simpson, after several futile attempts to persuade the kings to

keep their promise of moving 2,000 men to the seat of war to assist
Domprey, guve up the thankless task in disgust and despair. Had
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A council of war was immediately assembled,
consisting of the following kings, with their chiefs

and their principal men—viz., Edoo of Mankessim,

Mr. Simpson taken the trouble to consult one ednecated native of
respectability in this matter, he would have saved himself much
trouble and ridicule,-and the Government some expense. On the
12th Angust Mr. William Lutterodt, residing at old Dutch Aeccra,
the acknowledged head of the educated natives of Accra, invited to
a meeting at his house all the educated natives, numbering about
sixty respectable persons, to hear what the kings had decided on
doing in respect of the proseention of the war. ‘ Nothing whatever
resulted from this meeting as regards the intentions held by the
kings, who plainly declared they were powerless without ns. Im-
mediately after the meeting broke up. invitations were issned to
thirty of the principal educated natives to meet at my honse on the
following evening (the 13th), and accordingly on the evening of the
13th we met. together (Mr. Bartels having been requested to be
present). I cannot now give you in detail all that oeccarred;
suffice it to say that, after the attention of the meeting had been
forcibly drawn by seven or eight prominent speakers to the present
deplorable state of the country, the inability of the Government to
do more than give a little pecuniary aid alone under the circum-
stances, and the acknowledged utter inability of the kings to do any-
thing unaided by us, it was, after a further short discussion amongst
the other persons at the meeting, unanimously resolved that an
association of the eduncated natives should at once be formed for
the following purposes: That, considering the immense stake the
educated natives hold in the conntry, and the interest they therefore
have in the preservation of peace and order therein, and considering
further that the kings themselves have acknowledgzed their utter
" want of power to compass the objects for which this meeting has
been convened, that in futare it shall not Le compstent to the kings
of themselves to moot any questions affecting the objects set forth-

- .-“I" F :
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Otoo of Abrah, Akinney of Akumfie, Autable of

Goomoor, Ammonoo of Anamaboe, and Meekor of

Ajimakoo, besides other kings of lesser note. ~ Each

above, either by themselves or by communication with the Govern-
ment, without first consulting with the body of educated natives and
receiving their consent. This is the pith and substance of the reso-
lution arrived at on the evening of the 13th August. DBefore the
weeting, however, broke up, six of the educated natives present were
elected by the meeting to act as a managing committee in the affairs
of the country generally in conjunction with the kings, and this
committee was requested to draw up certain rules for the guidance
of themselves and the kings, no affairs of general interest, however,
to be discussed or carried out without the presence or the consent
of the whole body of educated natives. This committee is composed
of W. Lutterodt (president). L. Hope, Geo. Cleland, J. E. Richter,
W. Addor, and myself. On the 14th August the committee met the ™
Kings of Accra, and laid before them the resolation which had been
arrived at at the meeting the previous evening. The kings at once
juyiully consented to the propositions laid before them, and promised
faithfully for the future to act in @/l matters, whether in peace or for
foreign war, in conjunection and harmony with the educated natives,
and to be guided alone by their advice through their president.
Lmmediately after this the committee communicated to Captain

wnssell, the late Commandant of Acecra, the results of the recent
meeting ; and at a subsequent interview with him, at his request, that
uflicer heard with considerable attention several suggestions offered
by the committee in reference to the present political crisis of the
eastern district. Captain Russell, while perfectly coinciding with
the opinions expressed by the committee, regretted his inability to

" do anything for them, lis term of office having that day expired,

but he promised to make known our suggestions to his successor,
Captain Lees, who, he had no doubt, would forward them to the
proper guarter, and be would recommend him to do so. At a
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one took their great or fetish oath that they would
stand or fall by the tribes who had been recently
transferred, fight their battles, and resist step by
step any encroachment of the Duteh. And they
agreed that preparations should be made to face
the Dutch in their own territory, and attempt, if "
possible, to drive them into the sea, and hand over
the Dutch territory to the English Government.
Their war-cry was that the Dutch Fantee should
be conquered, and be made majestem populs Anglice
comater conservanto—i.e., loyally to acknowledge the

supremacy of the English people.

subsequent date, at the reqnest of Captain Lees, the committee and
the kings met Captain Lees, who also expressed his concurrence in
our views generally, but also expressed his inability to assist us
unatthorized by the Governor, but he gave ns his earnest assurance
of all the aid he could possibly afford us. Thuos has been at last
formed this important combination, which necessarily is at present
eircumseribed in its objects and actions, which appear now to be to
bring to a speedy close the wars and disturbances which have well
nigh brought Accra to ruin, and for this purpose the educated
- natives have subscribed out of their own pockets 300/ for ammuni- -
tion for the chiefs; and it is to be hoped that the Government and "

the European merchants will not be left at a distance by the educated

* natives in this public subscription for the benefit of the whole com-

munity. So soon as success shall have crowned the efforts now

being made to bring this war to a speedy issue, it will be the duty

! of the managing committee to turn their efforts earnestly to the

. improvement of their country in the arts of peace and civilization,
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A few days after the atrocious conduct of the
€ommendahs, the Elminas, by way of retaliation,
fell unexpectedly on two families, to the number of
twelve persons, who had for years resided in one of
their villages as peaceful farmers, mortally wounded
some of them, and marched the rest as prisoners

through the town of Elmina, where they were

‘rescued by the Dutch authorities. The report of

these audacious proceedings produced consternation
in the ranks of the Fantee kings. Otoo of Abrah, the
vanguard of the Fantee army, was ordered to march

immediately to Effatoo with his men, where he was

and I doubt not that, with God’s help, we shall soon learn practi- '
cally the art of self-government. This very imperfect sketch, my |
dear Doctor, will give you bat a very slight inkling of the aims and
objects of our new but important movement. I see in the future as
the result of this combination the * foundation of a good, useful,
native seli-government, profitable both to the English Government
an'! the native population;” for the kings left to themselves * the
whole fabric of their Government; rotten at the base, Las fallen
to the ground.” A new régini- has been established, which, sup-
ported (not pooh-poohed) by the Government, will in time attain
inestimable resalts.

Y ours faithfully, my dear Doctor,

J. BANNERMAN.
Dr. Horton, M.D.

P.S.—The Awoonahs, who signed the treaty with Sir Arthar
- Kennedy, and the Aquamboes, who all signed the same treaty with
Mr. Simpson, are now at open war with the allies of the Accras.
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soon joined by Quachiframe, King of Denkera. The
combined forces now moved on to Semue, and were
there joined by King Edoo and his followers. All
the different kings now rapidly arrived in camp, and
took their disposition around Elmina.

Whilst these movements were going on in the in-
terior, the Administrator of the Gold Coast issued
a proclamation suspending indefinitely the sale of
powder, lead bars, guns, fire-arms, aud all other
arms and munitions of war, from the Sweet Liver
to the River Volta ; and making parties infringing
the same liable to heavy penalties, in addition to
the confiscation and seizure of the goods so sold.
The inhabitants of Cape Coast and district were
warned against meddling with the interior disturb-
ances, and were impressed with the necessity of
remaining pertectly neutral.

On the 25th February, 1568, the Administrator,
H. T. Ussher, Esq., wrote to King Amfoo Otoo of
Abrah, informing him that it had come to his
knowledge that he, in common with the Fantee
chiefs, had dispatched a large force of armed men
to attack the Dutch at Commendah, and to aid the
rebellious people of that place, requesting to know
the truth of the intelligencé, and also warning them

- ! i
|
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not to compel him to use extreme measures against
them, who are dependents of England. -

King Otoo, in reply to the Administrator’s
letter, acknowledged the truth of the report, but
alleged as an excuse that the Elmina people, who are
under the Dutch ﬂag,'llla,d sent three companies to
assist the Dutch Government to destroy the Com-
mendahs. The kings stated that 1t was beyond their !
comprehension how the people of Commendah,
who are not slaves of either Government, could be
bartered off in the transfer, and, when they refuse
to go under the Dutch flag, their town should be |
bombarded, and the people sent adrift into the forest. |
The kings, whilst acknowledging their loyalty to
thé* British Government, quietly reminded the |
Administrator that the land on which the neglected
river fort of Commendah now stands is the property
of the people, and that they received ground-rent
for it when the African "Company governed this
coast.

Whilst negotiations were going on between the
Administrator and the Fantee kings, and whilst the
Fantee armed forces were increasing around Elmina,
reports of musketry were heard by the Cape Coast
people in the interior on the 4th Apnil, 1868. It
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appears that the Elminas, to the number of some
500 armed men (report says 2,000), taking advantage
of the unprotected condition of the left of the Fan-
tee force, suddenly attacked a village belonging to
Cape Coast containing from 150 to 200 inhabitants, .
killed four of them and made prisoners of a few, and
the rest escaped unhurt. This was a signal for the
inhabitants of Cape Coast, who, being under the guns
of the Castle and of Fort William, were hesitating
(after receiving positive orders from the Adminis-
trator not to join the chiefs in the interior) what
steps they should take. They now flew to arms and
marched into the field, amidst the hurrahs of their
women and children, with their “ Headman " Attah
as their leader, despite the remonstrances of the
chief of the Executive Government.

Foiled mn his attempt of preventing the Cape
Coast people from joining the Fantee army en-
camped near Elmina, the Administrator issued a
proclamation wherein he- accused Chief Quassie

Attah of a breach of his oath of allegiance, in con-
~ sequence of which he was to be considered as “an
outlaw, and deprived of his office and dignity,” his
property forfeited and confiscated to the Crown. It
was further decreed—which decree was carried out to
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the letter—that the house of Quassie Attah should
be pulledﬁ down and demolished, as a warning to all
seditious people at Cape Coast. |

Whilst these proceedings were going on at
Cape Coast, the forces of that place had arrived at
Abinah, the village which the Elminas had attacked
and burnt ; they immediately advanced, opened fire
on and drove back the Elminas. The Fantee force
had now amounted to 15,000 fighting men (report
says 30,000), and were thus disposed around
Elmina :(—

On the left, at the village of Abinah—the forces
of Cape Coast, great and small Cromantine, Moree
(lately transferred from the Dutch to the Enghsh),
and a portion of Goomoor.

On the centre, encamped at Frampoon, were the
forces of Abrah, Ajimacoo, Ayen, and Mankessim. |

" On the right were the forces of Denkera,
Anamaboe, Akumfie, and Cheefall The Com-

mendahs were stationed on the extreme right.

Whilst the Fantee army was thus disposing itself
in preparation for an attack, the Administrator
dispatched Mr. T. B. Freeman to the camp to
endeavour to prevent the hostile intention of the
kings and chiefs, and if possible bring about ami-
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cable arrangements between the Fantees and the
Dutch ;: but his efforts were unsuccessful at first. A
council of war was assembled on Saturday, the 23rd
May, to determine the time and mode of attack. It
was agreed that on Thursday following, early in the
morning, the Commendahs on the extreme mnght
should commence the ﬁgl-nt, and a general attack
should be made on the lines of the Elminas, the
left to force in their right, and the centre to decide
the fate of the day. This decision was to be kept
as private as possible.

But the Elminas were amongst those to whom,
in the language of the Grecian bards, ““ the gods are
willing to reveal themselves.”

06 yip mo whvreros Oz ¢advovras dapysic.—OATS. I, v. 161.

There was a spy unrecognized in the camp in
the person of a Fantee by birth, but who had
resided for many years and found intimate con-
‘nexions in Elmina. He communicated the decision
to the Elmina chiefs, who, with the Dwutch regular
troops, made a vigorous attack on the right of the
- IPantee forces early on Tuesday morning, the 26th
May. The Cape Coast force, although taken by 1
surprise, met them resolutely, and drove them back. 4

- The Elminas having now commenced the ﬁght,

u- .
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whilst the left of the Fantee force was continuing
the engagement, the centre, consisting of Ayen, a
part of Abrah, and Mankessim, advanced and
attacked the centre of the Elmina force; at the
same time the Anamaboes and others on the right
pressed them hard on the left. A general engage-
ment ensued, the Elminas and Dutch troops were
driven in on all sides into the town. The victorious
army pursued them rapidly to the outskirts of
the town, when a murderous fire was opened by
the heavy ordnance of the Dutch from Fort St.
Jago, which staggered them for a moment. The
Dutech camps were set on fire ; several of ‘their
needle rifles and small arms captured ; attempts were
made to set the town on fire without avail. At
2.30 p.o. the left and centre ceased pursuit, and at
3 p.y the right also ceased. The Elminas or Dutch
made no attempt to renew the attack, and it was
decided by the Fantees to commence operations
against them the next day.

In this engagement the greater part of the
Fantee force took no part. The King of Abrah,
either from jealousy or from the influence of the
British envoy in the camp, withheld most of his

‘men. The Commendahs on the extreme right, who
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were to commence the fight on Thursday, knew
nothing of what was going on, but they were now
ordered to join. Whilst preparations were being
made for the work of the morrow, the British envoy
redoubled his efforts for the maintenance of peace,
and prevailed on the Fantee kings, since, as he
argued, they had avenged the insult to their honour,
to place the dispute between the Elminas and
themselves in the hands of the Administrator for
adjustment. The next day after the engagement,
whilst most of the mea were preparing to renew
the attack, a report, which proved too true, was
- circulated, that the King of Abrah with his people
had removed their encamping ground ten miles
from the seat of war. Towards evening, their
example was followed by nearly three-fourths of
the army, and the Elmina war terminated with the
retreat of the whole of the Fantee force the next
day.
A commission, consisting of W. H. Simpsen,
~ Esq., collector of customs, T. B. Freeman, Esq,
envoy extraordinary, and W. Dawson, Esq., secre-
stary of the Fantee kings and chiefs, were dis- 13
patched by the Administrator on bmd H.M. .
Ship “ Pandora” to Elhina, to negotiate with
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the Dutch Governor and the kings and chiefs of
Elmina terms of peace, the substance of which
was i— ok

1. That hostilities between the two parties should
cease indefinitely.

2. That the alliance between the Elminas and
and Ashantees be suspended for six months.

3. That the Elminas be allowed free intercourse
with and through every part of the Fantee District.

This treaty was to be prepared on parchment, and
sicned by the kings and chiefs of Fantee and
Elmina, or their representatives, at the Sweet River
which divides the two territories. The Fantee
kings repudiated un toto the provisions of the treaty
and refused to have anything to do with the pro-
ceeding, unless the Elminas should make their
alliance with Ash_anj_:_eg null and void, and unite
with them, offensive and defensive, against Ashantee.
The Elminas on their part preferred retaining their
alliance with the latter power; and since that
time Ehnina has been besieged on the land side—,

the inhabitants have been and still are in a state

of semi-starvation. Now and then sorties are made

by one or other of the hostile people ; an unpro-

tected village-becomes the object of their fury ; a

D
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few of the inhabitants are perhaps taken ea;pﬁveﬁ;_- :
their heads and hands cut off, placed in a basin or
calabash, and paraded round the town amidst yalls
of barbaric triumph.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Y our most obedient Servant,

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D.
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LETTER No. IV.:>

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GRANVILLE, K.G., D.C.L,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. '

CapE CoasT CASTLE,

12¢% November, 1869.
My Lorbp,

In three successive letters, dated respectively
the 12th August, 12th September, and 12th October
last, which T had the honour to address to the Right
Hdon. Edward Cardwell, late Secretary of State for

the Colonies, at present Her Majesty’s Secretary of

State for War, I endeavoured to point out as clearly
as possible the political state of the Gold Coast
territory, from the time that the treaty of exchange
of territory between the English and Dutch Govern-

ments became an accomplished fact, down to the

dermuination of the Elmina war. In a letter, dated

the 11th September last, the Right Hon. the Secre-
tary of State for War, in reply to my letter of the
12th August, informed me that as he “ has no longer
any immediate connexion with the subject” treated

of, he has forwarded my letter to your lordship, “to

¥ Reply dated 29th December.
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whom any further letters on the subject had better

be addressed.” |
It will be necessary for me, at this state of the
subject, to take a retrospective glance at the political

atmosphere of the whole Gold Coast territory just

before the ratification of the.treaty, and which in

fact gave rise to the negotiation on the subject

between the Courts of St. James’s and the Haoue.
Up to the end of 1862, when Richard Pine, Esq.,
landed here as Governor of Her Majesty’s Forts
and Settlements on the Gold Coast, the country was
in the most prosperous state ; the blessings of peace
had been felt and enjoyed for many years; all the
kings and chiefs in the interior were in perfect amity
and concord with one another; the Ashantees were
in the most friendly relations with Fantees and the

British authorities ; trade wasin the most fourishing

condition ; bands of Ashantee merchants poured

daily from the interior into the coast towns,
loaded with gold dust, ivory, and other marketable
articles, which they exchanged for European goods

-and munitions of war. Even in Ashantidom, their

interior wars had been settled‘ satistactorily, and -they |
had celebrated a gala day in commemoration of their =
victories. The Ashantees, who are the life blood of |

.
d
.
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the Gold Coast commerce, were now (being freed
from internal commotions) bent on carrying on an
extensive trade with the sea-coast towns. The Crob-
boes in the eastern district, through the influence
of Governor- Pine, were gladly paying their debt.
There was a sort of hapj;y Iull in the political con-
dition of the whole country, when, about the
'be'ginning of the year 1863, a misunderstanding
arose between the British anthorities and the King
of Ashantee, which at first threatened the peace of

the Protectorate. aml wlich ulthnately  cubminated

m open lostilities hetween the two Govermnents.
The attair appewred ar first to be very easy of
amicable arrangement. Tt was l'elmrh‘%d to the King
of Ashantee that one of his lieutenants or chiefs,
Quacoo Gamin by name, had, contrary to the laws
of the country, found and appropriated to his own
use a quantity of gold nuggets. The King sum-
moned him to appear in person at his Court in
Coomassie (the capital) on a certain day. Gamin
received the summons and promised to appear at the
day and hour appointed ; but being apprehensive of
danger, he quietly fled with 80 of his adherents, sub-
jects of Ashantee, to the British protected territory
~ of Denkera. Quacoo Duah, King of Ashantee, one
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of the most peaceful rulers that has ever sat on the

throne, sent a princely ambassador, accompanied by

a numerous and richly-dressed retinue, to Her

Majesty’s representative, to give the necessary m-
formation of the case and demand the extradition of
the runaways. At a meeting held at the Palaver
Hall, in the Castle of Cape Coast, in which were
assembled the Governor and Council, both executive
and legislative, the Commodore of the station, the
officer commanding the troops, the principal mer- |
chants (European and native), and -the kings
and chiefs principally of Cape Coast and its
environs, the whole affair was warmly discussed.
The case of the King of Ashantee was set forth in

a speech by his war-axe bearer, which was remark-

able for its fluency, rhetorical power, and argu-
mentative clearness, There was a division amongst
the members, Many of the merchants, with Com-
modore Wilmot, strongly urged the claim of the
King of Ashantee, and recommended that Gamin
should be delivered up ; whilst the chiefs of Cape
Coast, who had been bribed by Gamin and some
of the merchants, were of a contrary opinion.
Commodore Wilmot endeavoured to influence them,
by showing them how prosperous the country then
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was and the evils of war, and clearly pointed out that,
if they went to war with Ashantee, 1t would take fifty
years to bring the country back to its then condi-
tion ; but, quot homines tot sententie, the voice of the
multitude prevailed, and Gamin was quietly allowed
to remain in the Protectorate. War was declared

by the King of Ashantee, who made extensive pre-

~ parations to invade the Gold Coast territory.

Viewing the state of affairs at this peculiar crisis
of the country, an impartial witness cannot help
justifying both parties for the part they played in
it—viz., Governor Pine in retaining (Gamin, and
the King of Ashantee in immediately declaring
war ; but the balance of justification rests with the
King of Ashantee, and this I shall prove by my
observations made at the time.*

Governor Pine was justified, because, according
to the British law, a refugee who cannot be proved
to have committed any crime, and who claims pro-
tection from our Government, cannot legally be
delivered up to a tyrant or a despotic government.
It is well known that the lives of the refugees, if
they had been delivered up, would have been sacri-

4
¥

* African Times, 1863—Page 138.

{
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ficed. No sooner would they have crossed the E
frontier, than their heads would have been taken off
and sent to the King of Ashantee at Coomassie ;
and Gamin requested that his head should rather “
- | be cut off at the Castle-gate, than that he should be

~ delivered to the king. | "

The King of Ashantee was justified in declaring
war, because—F1irst, the very throne on which he ° |
sat was in danger. If he had not acted promptly
in this affair, his people would have branded him as
a coward, and consequently unworthy to occupy the
stool of the long-fawed and brave kings of
Ashantee.  Second, if the refugees were allowed to
remain quietly in the Protectorate, without any
demonstration being made regarding them, more im-
plorta,nt men would also have followed their example,
and sought protection and security in the quiet
rile of the British Government. Third, before there
was any commencement of actual hostilities between
the two nations, the peaceful traders of the King
of Ashantee were molested by the Fantees in the
- interior ; their goods, consisting principally of muni-

tions of war, were seized, and the men themselves
put in irons. They were, however, released, but no
- compensation was given to them. Fourth, on such
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an occasion, the generals‘ and captains of the King
of Ashantee would swear the great oath—viz., that
the king had received an unpardonable insult, and
that they were determined to avenge it. ~After this
oath, the king would be powerless to prevent them
from marching an army a:gﬁinst his enemies. It will
therefore be seen that war was inevitable, since the
runaways were detained ; and as recards the author
of the war, in defence of the King of Ashantee I
leave Montesquieu to reply to it ; he said, that “the

trae anthor of war 1s not he who declaves it, but he
who renders It necessary,”
After t'ir]]rﬂ‘ting a toree of about 30,000 men. the

King of Ashantee made thyee grand divisions of’ Lis
army, and placed them under an experienced
ceneral of royal blood—viz., Prince Owoosookorkor
or Osoo Cokkor. The smallest division, consisting
of about 2,000 men, was sent to the boundary of
Wassaw on the west, with orders to avoid as much
as possible any general engagement with the enemy,

but to keep the Wassaws and Denkeras in check, |

and prevent them from joining the Fantee force.
The second division, consisting of about 8,000 men,

descended, after crossing the Praah, on the main-

~ road towards Cape Coast, and pushed rapidly into

-
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the middle of the country as far as it was safe,
avoiding any engageément with superior forces. The
third division and main body, under the personal
command of Prince Osoo Cokkor, marched on the
~ east of Fantee through Akim, the most powerful
and warlike people in the Protectorate, forcing
everything before them. This tactic was intended

1

to prevent the Aquamboos and Aceras from joining
the kings in the eastern portion of Fantee.

Whilst these preparations were being made at
Coomassie, the DBritish force, consisting of small
detachments of the 2nd and 3rd West India Regi-
ments, and the late Gold Coast Artillery Corps,
numbering about £00 men, were distributed in the
eastern districts of the Protectorate—at James
Town, Accra, Prampram; Quanti-nang, and Kpong—
for the express purpose of effecting the early settle-
ment of the long-standing Crobboe fine. His
Excellency Richard Pine, Esq., Governor, had per-
sonally wvisited that province, and whilst in that
district he received a dispatch, confirming the
rumour that three divisions of the Ashantee army
had crossed the frontier and descended on British
territory. Orders were immediately dispatched to
recall the troops from the different outposts.
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Fortunate'= a detachment of the 2nd West India
Regiment, f1. . Lagos, arrived at Accra at this
opportune moment, on hoard the transport, in which
the other troops were embarked for Cape Coast.
Preparations were rapidly pushed forward for

taking the field. Most of the natives who were

able to bear arms left their towns to form various

ancampments in opposition to the Ashantee forces,
Great difficulty was experienced in obtaiuinz trans-
ports for the guns, ammunition, and other stores for
the regular troops, so that women and children were
employed for that purpose. Captain Wood, R, N,
a revenue officer of the Government, recerved a com
mission as major of volun't.eraré, and was ordered to
proceed to DMansoo to organize the native force
there, which comprises the inhabitants of Assin,
Abrah, Denkera, Cape Coast, and Anamboe. The
Cape Coast Volunteers were under the command of
Captain Hutchinson, merchant; they were com-
posed of the intellivent natives of that place.

‘Whilst these preparations were being made on our
side, a report was received that a severe encounter
had taken place in a considerable town of Agoonal,
called KEssicoomab. The Ashantees descending
from Western Akim, whose king, Agiman, and
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subjects had fallen back as® the Ashanfees ap-
proached, met an army of the Agoonahs and-
(Goomoors, who had posted themselves in the forest
and roads to give them battle. The Fantees first
opened fire, which was warmly replied to by the
Ashantees ; and after a severe engagement, which
lasted for six hours, in which both armies fought
bravely, and many men on both sides were placed
hors de combat, the Ashantees became masters of
the field, and the Fantee force made a rapid retreat

to the camp of Ajnnacoo,  This victory was most

puportant to the Ashantees, not only because it
preserved their ancient prestiyé, but also becanse,
whilst 1t soruck terror to the enemy, it nspired
courage amongst themselves. Again, it opened a
direct line of communication between their army at
Assin and the main body.

The British forces now hastened to the field. 400
regulars and about 70 volunteers, under the com-
mand of Major Cochrane, marched, on the 19th
April, 1863, from the seaport town of Anamaboe
to Mankessim. On their arrival, Captain Brown-
well, with 100 men, was detailed to proceed to
Winnebah, which was then threatened by a body
of the enemy. The troops remained ten days at

i
. b . el !
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Mankessim, which is about twenty-two miles from

Essicoomah, which latter place formed the head-

quarters of Prince Osoo Cokkor, the Ashantee com-

mander-in-chief. They afterwards marched on to
Bobecoomah, where a large native force (rregulars)
were collected. The Ashantee army, after the battle
of Essicoomah, marched proualy through the pro-
vince of Akumfie into Goomar, and n the neigh-
bourhood of Bobecoomah rashly advanced to a most
dangerous position, where, if attacked with vigour
and pertinacity, they would have been annihilated.
The British force at Bobecoomah were now for the
first time placed within a very short distance from their
mplacable foe. Scouts were sent out, which brought
in positive evidence that the Ashantees were within
a quarter of a mile of the camp. Some of them
had been wounded by the enemy, many killed, and
others escaped unhurt. Yet still, with all these
positive proofs before him, the officer commanding
both the British forces and the native irregulars
(20,000 strong) did not, or rather would not, permit
limself to believe them, but issued immediately an
order to the effect that the regular troops, as well as
the greater part of the native troops, should march

on to a small village called Endume, which was
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some distance away from the enemy’s camp, leaving
only 5,000 at Bobecoomah. Some of the regular

- troops, with a great many of their officers, and the

whole of the irregulars who had been told off,
arrived the next day at Endume; the i»ajor com-
manding and staff, with the half of his regulars as
body guard, marched in a tangent from Bobecoomah
and Endume, and established his head-quarters at
Mumford, on the seacoast, twenty miles away frou:
Endume. The officers of the 3rd West India
Regiment, who had according to orders proceeded
to Endume, were surprised not to find the officer
commanding in the camp the next morning. The
whole of the force which left Bobecoomal were dis-
persed in every direction ; some were at Mumford,
some at Endume, whilst a detachment found its
way to Winnebah.

The Ashantees, flushed with the victory of Essi-
coomah, were determined now to try their whole force
with the combined native and British troops. After
driving in the pickets of the allied army, and whilst
this crazy manceuvre was being strategically per-
formed, on Wednesday, the 12th May, 1863, at two
o’clock, the Ashantees opened fire upon the native
army of Bobecoomah, which had been so disgrace-
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fully deserted the day before. The battle lasted
from two until five p.m., leaving the Ashantees
masters of the town, with a large number of men
in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The town was
razed to the ground ; and had Prince Osoo Cokkor
pressed his victorious aiI.ny further and marched on
to Endume, he would have effected an easy victory
over the panie-stricken host, which would have re-
taliated for their losses in Doodoowah, nearly forty
years ago. DBut he was a man of vacillating
- character, and, althouch loudly advised by the
several princes of the blood who held subordinate
positions as commanders of divisions in his army,
including two of the King’s brothers, several of his
sons, and the general’s own elder brother, he refused
to venture any further.

About this time a reinforcement of 180 men ar-
rived from Sierra Leone and Gambia in H.M. ships
“Dart” and “ Dover.” Forty were sent to Acera,
and the rest (140) were ordered to Mansoo, under
Captain, now Lieutenant-Colonel Harley, where a

large native force had been remaining inactive in
camp for more than one month.

Confusion now reigned- within the ranks of the
allied British and native forces, and nothing could
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be heard but loud discontent in the mouths of every
one. The Ashantees having defeated the- alhed
force in twd' actions, and having successfully main-
tained their footing in the most fertile province of
the Gold Coast for eighty days, during which time
they lived on the produce of the towns and villages,
burnt or otherwise destroyed the cereals and other
native food, razed to the ground about thirty-four
towns and villages, and about double the number of
plantations, fell back upon their ewn resources, or
retired on towns bordering on the frontiers of
Ashantee on the 24th May, unmolested by an equal
number of the allied forces who were watching their
movements.

foon after the action at Bobecoomah, His Excel-
lency R. Pine, under escort of a body of volunteers,
organized by and in the pay of Mr., then Captain,
William Charles Finlason, of Cape Coast, marched
into the field, and pitched his camp at Denkare
(Akumfie), a few mmles from Ajmacoo, where a
large body of napive force had congregated.~ He
__endeavnured to- inspire them with new spint; and,
in consultation with Major Cochrane, it was agreed
to make a simultaneous attack on the Ashantee
force, which was then at Akim Swadrue. At this
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time Prince Osoo Cokkor sent by one of the captives |
(Fantees) a symbolical message to the (Governor,
consisting of two sticks, one short and* the other
long, and requested him to make his choice. If he
took the short one, he was to give up the Ashantee
runaways, and the war would be at once at an end ;
but if he' retained the long one, he, the Prince, would
continue the war for the next three years amidst all
difficulties. Mr. Pine retained the long stick, and
sent to inform the Ashantee general that he was
prepared to prosecute the war for the next seven
years, until the kingdom of Ashantee should be

~ prostrated before the English Government.

The Ashantee general-in-chief, knowing from ex-

‘perience how disastrous it 1s to keep a large army in

the field during the rainy season, principally from
climatic affections, quietly withdrew into his own
territory ; and, after disbanding most of his men, he
quartered a few in the principal high roads to the
kingdom.

Governor Pine, shocked at the unsatisfactory
termination of the war, from which a great deal of
good to the Protectorate had been expected, was
seriously taken ill in the camp, and was brought

down almost lifeless to Cape Coast. The regular

E
’
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troops returned to winter (ramy season) qual
within the forts on the sca-coast towns, mﬁ
native force returned each man to his own homa.

Thus terminated the first Ashantee campaign.

I Lave the honour to be,

|r i‘.f e

.
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LETTER No. V.*

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GRANVILLE, K.G., D.C.L,,

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
&e., &c., &c.

Cape Coast CASTLE,
121, December, 1869.

My Lorb,
Whilst the campaign was being vigorously
prosecuted by buth parties with different modes of
manceuvring, an episode (which tended in a great
measurce to explain the feelings of the Fantees under
English rule towards those under the Dutch rule)
oceurred which is worth recording " In April, 1863,
when the whole of the Ashantee forces were 1n
British territory, His Excellency Colonel Elas, the
- Duteh Governor, was in active correspondence with
the Commander-in-Chief of the Ashantee army:
One of his letters was intercepter.. 1t was addressed
—*“To the Captain-General of the Ashantee army
at war against the British ;” and although it was not
opened on the coast, yet still the very fact of the

correspondence having taken nlace caused a good

# Reply dated 18th January, 1870.
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deal of ill-will amongst the Fantees against the ; :—
Dutch.” On the 17th of August, the same year,
King Quacoe Duah sent through the English
Governor some 150 Dutch subjects, natives of

Elmina, who had been residing in Coomassie for

mercantile purposes, requesting him to forward them
to Elmina, as they belonged to a neutral Gevern-
ment. The Dutch Government, during the great
wars betw:aen Ashantee and the British authorities,
extending over ten years, including the years be-
tween 1820 and 1830, when the two great and |
disastrous battles of Essamacow and Doodoowah
were fought—disastrous, the one to the Ashantees,
the other to the Br'tish, when Sir Charles McCarthy
and others were killed—not only received the
Ashantees with oren arms, but also sold powder
and other munitior: of war secretly to them. All
these acts have pro 1iced in the British Fantees an
| irreconcilable barrie : against any friendship or unity
between them and the Dutch Fantees so long as
they remain under Dutch rule and allied to the
Ashantees. y:

The utter failure cf the campaign, described in

e P -

my last letter, led tc cries and meetings of indig-
nation against the coramander of the expeditionary
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" force, and petitions to the Governor were presented,

praying him to put a pressure on the home
authorities, that prompt, adequate, and efficient
measures might then be adopted to clear the Gold
Coast territory from all future troubles with their
powerful neighbours, the Ashantees.

4 in consequence. of strong representations from
the Coast, the Government of Lord Palmerston
ordered from the West Indies the 4th West
India Regiment to the Gold Coast. About 450

~ rank and file, under Lieutenant-Colonel Couran,

. in H.M. troop-ship * Magera,” landed at Cape
j Coast Castle on the 13th August, 1863. The Gold
. Coast Artillery Corps were disbanded, and active

preparations set on foot for taking the field. In
. December the first movement of the regulars for the
i field took place. The officer commanding divided
? his army into three divisions, to each of which were
. to be attached hereafter 7,000 local militia volun-
| teers and native allies. A depot for the supply of
the whole camp was formed at Mansoo, a place
situated equi-distant between the sea-coast and the

+ frontiers of the kingdom of Ashantee.

The first division of the regular army, under
Captain Mackay, left Cape Coast about the 27th or



70 LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST.

28th ot December, and arrived at Mansoo on the l
st January, 1864, where they were employed in S
building fortifications and clearing the bush around.
A fow weeks afterwards the detachment of soldiers

at Accra received orders to move to Akim Swadrue,

and join a detachment of men who had been sent
there to protect the road. On the 25th January, at
threg p.m., the second battalion of the first division
of the army (4th West India Regiment) and the
first battalion of the third division, composed of the
2nd West India Regiment, under Captain Knapp, 1
left Cape Coast amidst the cheers of the population.
They arrived at Mansoo on the 31st. On the
morning of the 30th, Governor Pine, having pre-
viously delivered over the entire military control of
the Protectorate into the hands of Lieutenant-
Colonel Couran, commanding the troops, that officer,
with his staff and the remainder of the force at Cape
(oast, composed of a part of the 4th and 2nd West
India Regiments, left the Castle for the Praah. The
soldiers were in high spii'its, determined &

“ With rifle, gun, and sword in hand,
To carry through Ashantee’s crowd,
Our colours to Coomassie.”

They arrived at Mansco on the 1st, and left on the g
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3rd, arriving at the Praah on the 5th February.
The army had to pass through dense and thickly-
wooded forests; at times they had to plunge into
ravines of great depth, where the pestiferous ex-
halations of a humid soil steamed up amidst the
incense of sweet-scented flowers, which shone

through the deep gloom in every conceivable

variety of colour. Here in some parts were exten-
sive pools of water, which they had to wade knee

and sometimes neck deep, to the great prejudice of

discipline and good order ; there a rapid and deep

stream without a bridge over it, to be crossed in the

best way each one could. Whilst passing through
the forest, birds mvalling the fantastic variety of
flowers, presented tints as brilliant and as beautiful
as any of the vegetable world ; above their heads
were chattering moukeys making grimaces, which
occasioned not a little merriment amongst them ;
here and there were hideous reptiles of every shape,
hue, and kind, from the gigantic boa, performing
amusing gyrations amongst the lofty trees around,
down to the alhgators, which basked leisurely in the
sun.

Fifteen days before the first movement of the

regular force took place, a company composed of
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ifty mcr from the late Gold Coast Artillery Corpa.f'f'“

" was orcanized by the Colonial Government, and

placed under the command of Captain Hay, and
ordered to march to Appolonia, the most western
frontier of the Protectorate, and there serve as a
corps of observation.

At the commencement of the military move- r-

ments, His Excellency Governor Pine received
orders from the home authorities not to act on the
offensive against the Ashantees, but to remain on the
defensive. Subsequently his orders were that, if he
found that he could not make a lasting peace with-
out an offensive movement on the enemies’ territory,
he was to march to Coomassie. They therefore
placed at his disposal about 600 additional forees,
making a total of 1,290 men ;—viz, 900 of the 4th
West India Regiment, 170 of the 2nd, and 220 of
the 1st.

The troops, after amiving at the Praah, com-
menced the building of an extensive stockade, and
cleared the forest around the camp, as well as that

_in the enemies’ country before the camp. The

“ Tamar” troop-ship, with the contingent of men
expected, arrived on the 9th April, and 200 were :
detached and dispatched to the frontier. About this
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time the season had ad;ra.nced, the rains had set in,
and the river Praah had swollen considerably. Since
the arrival of the troops on the enemies’ frontier in
January last, six months before, not an enemy had
been seen; both officers and men who had served
or were serving in the bush in camp, without any
active engagement, were laid prostrate by climatic
diseases, principally dysentery and fever; the
mortality amongst the officers and men who se;ved
in the bush was enormous, so that most of the
ﬁoops were recalled from the interior. The debate
in Parliament relative to the Ashantee war led to
the entire withdrawal of the troops from the in-
terior, and the embarkation of most of the men for
the West Indies. |

Thus terminated the second campaign against the
King of Ashantee, which was by no means better
than the first, as 1t left the original question in a
worse state than it ever was, and the King of
Ashantee in a position of moral conquest.

Confusion now reigned in the whole of the Pro-

tectorate ; the prestige of the ruling power suffered
fearfully ; the inhabitants of the Gold Coast were,
for the first time, distinctly told that, in case of an
invasion, they were to be left to protect themselves,
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unless when the coast or towns in the imme-
diate vieinity of our forts were attacked ; trade was

stopped, and several of the merchants became bank-

rupts, and others in astate next to it.

Since the termination of the campaign in June,

1864, abortive attempts have frequently been made
to establish a reconciliation between the Ashantees

and the British Government. The most 1mportant
negotiation on the subject was made about the
latter end of 1866, when, through the influence of

the Honourabie George Blankson, a native mer-

chant of Anamaboe, during the government of
Colonel Couran, ambassadors with sixty-five re-
tainers were sent to his Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor to consider terms of peace. On the 16th
January, a proclamation was issued, setting forth
that, from communications received from Coomassie,
through four duly accredited ambassadors of the
King of Ashantee, dated 19th and 20th December,
1865, and the 8th January, 1866, soliciting peace
between his kinodom and the Brtish Protectorate,
peaceé was therefore declared and proclaimed. The
King of Ashantee was indignant when he heard
that the proclamation set forth that he had sued for

peace. He emphatically declared that it was the

-
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Governor, through his agent, who had commenced

the peace negotiation, and that he now declined to
continue the correspondence Unless Gamin be first
givenr up. Through these circumstances the
attempt at settling the Ashantee difficulties met
with an antimely end, and the confusion between
Ashantee and Fantee remained wn statw quo.
Hitherto I have said nothing whatever about the

. eastern district of the Gold Coast, which complzises

nationalities that took no active part in the dis-
turbances of the western district,—viz., the Acecras, _
Aquapims, Crobboes, Creepees, and Adangmes.
They remained around their own' hearths enjoyiné'
their peaceful avocations. A few days after this
delusive proclamation was posted up.for public good,
war was declared between the Accras and the
Awoonahs, who resided on the other side of the
river Volta, beyond the present boundary of the
Protectorate. :

The Awoonahs, under the command of one
Geraldo, a mnotorious slave-dealer, for some trifling
misunderstanding which' happened eight months
before, attacked Adah, a town within the Pro-
tectorate, situated ;1t the mouth of the river Volta ;
seized the canoes, burnt Kporng, the great em-
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porium for cotton, and midway town between Acera
and Creepee, and destroyed a large quantity of
goods. Geraldo, having selected a -very tfavourable
point as-the base of his operations, put an entire
stop to"the trade through the Volta river. Tidings
of the daring pertinacity of the slave-dealer caused
anger and cries for revenge throughout the whole
of the mercantile community of Acera, and repre-
sentations were made to the Lieutenant-Governor -
to mterfere and to compel the Awoonahs to give up
Geraldo, and thus put an end to any further trouble
mn the matter.

After some futile attempts at negotiation had
taken place, war was declared by the Accras against
the Awoonahs, and a large force, to the number of
some 20,000 men, was gathered at the plains of
Adah. Colonel Couran, Lieutenant-Governor, sup-
phed the expeditionary force with 1,200 muskets
and about fifty- kegs of ball cartridge, the whole
native force being under the command of Lieut.
Herbert, civil commandant of the eastern distriet.
" The expeditionary force started from Acera on the
18th February, 1866 ; on the 18th March they were
joined in the plains of Malamfie (which was selected
as the base of operations) by 50 regulars of the 3rd
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West India Regiment. under Captain Hamilton,

who, being the senior officer in camp, took over the

command of the whole expedition. He gave orders

to the chiefs to carry out certain judicious measures

'ws preliminary to the final march on the enemy’s

territory, but they refuséd point blank to obey his

orders. e immediately withdrew from the camp

with his men, having no power to punish them, and

he left Lieut. Herbert in command.

After making some preliminary arrangements,
on the 25th March a force of about 15,000 men
crossed to the left or Awoonah bank of the river
Volta. On the 3rd April they marched from Ado-
domey and reached Tojay, a branch of the Volta,
which they crossed on the 4th, and encamped at an
extensive grove of palm trees. Here they remained
until the 12th, and in a council of war 1t was decided
that they should advance direct on the capital,
Awoonah, on the sea-coast, which was about six
hours’ march. After marching about two hours,
whilst passing through a narrow defile, surrounded
by thick bush, the Awoonahs, about 8,000 strong,
who had lain in ambush, suddenly opened fire on
the leading men, and threw them into confusion.
The Awoonahs now advanced and fired rapidly ;
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the guns, rockets, luggage, and everything were
-abandoned by the allied force, and there was a dis-
astrous panic in the whole camp. The allied force,
15,000 strong, were mercilessly shot down, caught
alive, and driven in utter confusion by 8,000 of thz
Awoonahs in the field. The day was inevitably
lost ; the guns and rockets were captured and re-
captured by both parties; and, but for the timely
arrival of Quow Daddy, King of Aquapim, with his
army of 4,000 strong, which opened fire on the
Axwoonahs 1n their rear, a most fearful slaughter of
the whole of the allied force would have taken
place. 'The panic-stricken army, the next morning
becoming disorganized and dispirited, disobeyed the
orders of the commander to advance against the
enemy or halt ; but they made a preeipitous retreat
to the Volta, where they arrived on the 13th
(Friday) April, 1866, and crossed the next day.
Every man now found his way home as best he
could ; and thus ended the campaign against the
Awoonahs.®

* A most faithful and extensive account of this Awoonah cani-
paign is to be found in a letter addressed to the Afivean Times,
published in its number of September 22nd, 1866, page 28, which
we quote as follows :—

In I‘ebruery the Governor (Celenel Couran) determined to

L
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In October, the Governor, accompanied by two of
the merchants of Acera, went to Jellee Coffee, the
head-quarters of the Awoonahs, for the express
purpose of endeavouring to come to some amicable
settlement of the whole affair. They proposed to
the Awoonahs that Geraldo should be given up,
and that 2,000 dollars should be paid by them on
account of the expenses incurred by the Accras
through the war. To this the Awoonahs, who were
victorious in the last expedition, rejoined that they
could not deliver up Geraldo, he being a stranger in
the country ; and that they, being the greatest
sufferers in the war, could not afford to pay any
indemnity. There was nothing decisive agreed
upon, and the matter rested in this unsatisfactory
state.

The Ashantees, hearing of what had taken place
in the eastern district between the inbabitants of
the Protectorate and their neighbours, must needs
dip their fingers into the pie. The XKing of

Ashantee sent messengers to the Aquamboos and

assist in the Ex]‘gedition against.‘Geraldu and his band of robbers.
After having issned ont 1,200 old muskets and some fifty kegs
of damaged ball cartridge to Kings Cudjoe, of Jamestown, and
Dawoonah, of Christianshorg, he gave them three days to start
and take the (eld, under pain of taking away the arms, &c., should
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Awoonahs, offering them his assistance. The mes-
sengers took the great oath as to the truth of their

mission ; the Awoonahs sent hestages to the king

they not leave within that time. This hurrying the people on so
fast was the first error, and a very great one in the late affair. The
consequence was that, on the morning of Sunday, February 18,
when Lieutenant Herbert, the civil commandant, commander-in-_
chief of the expedition, started from Jamestown with King Cudjoe,
there was not a soul that accompanied them but Mr. John Smith,
of Jamestown, who had charge of the rockets and guns, and Mr.
E. DBannerman, who had volunteered as adjutant-general and
private secretary to the commander-in-chief, and the four men who
carried Cudjoe’s basket of state. At 5 r.ar on that day this party
reached Pram Pram, twenty-eight miles from Accra. On the 19¢h,
at 6 p.r., these were joined at Pram Pram by Mr. Irvine and Mr.
Clayton (the only English merchants who had engaged personally
in the war, besides furnishing large supplies of money and mate-

rials), and two other of the Bannermans, with about 200 men, whom '
these four had equipped as volunteers, and tolerably well disciplined.
The time fixed for stopping at Pram Pram was two days, and
thought to be sufficient for enabling the whole of King Cudjoe’s
men to join; but it was nine days before the expedition eould
proceed, and then with only 400 men, to Ningo, the next town on
the route to Addah, only eight miles from ’ram Pram. There
it waited three days for the Jamestown people. Buat King
Dawoonah’s force had taken the inland route; and the expedition,
which up to that time had marched along the seashore, intending
to go by the beach to Addah, at the mouth of the Volta, joined
him on the 1st of March at Kanar, which was the place of general
rendezvous. There the whole force remained for seventeen days,
doing nothing. Kanar is abont four hours’ foot journey from
Addah, and two hours from Melamfie on the Volta, opposite to
which town, on the Awoonah side, Geraldo had encamped. The
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and accepted his offer. He immediately dispatched a
large army to their assistance, which commenced

operations against the Creepees and Agotins, two

whole force at Kanar on 1st March onlj' mustered 800 men; by
the 8th, the Jamestown and Christianshorg people had joined their
chief, besides the natives of Pram Pram, another of King Cudjoe’s
towns, which gave 3,000 armed men. On the 11th and 12th,
the natives of the Accra towns, under Dawoonah—viz., Liabaddy,
'I'es-:-hie, Tenmah, and Poney—mustering 3,000 more. joined.
During this period they had been in communication with the
doubtiul tribes in the vicinity, most of whom had already eaten
fetish with Geraldo to ficht for him, but seeing the large force
preparing against him had begun to waver. Lientenant Herbert,
thinking his force sufficient to take the field, dispatched Mr. Irvine
and Mr. Clayton to Addah to muster 100 large canoes and convey
them from Addah to Melamfie, to transport the force across the
YVolta to attack the enemy. Through the usunal dilatoriness of the
natives, it was four days before they could report that they were
ready to start from Addal. with only sixty-five canoes, Accord-
ingly, on Saturday, the 17th March, at 6 ».xr., Lient. Hepbert, with
his 6,000 men, marched to Mclamfie, which was found to be quite
deserted, the inhabitants having gone across to the enemy, who were
encamped exactly opposite the place (the river is there about 400
vards wide) ; bat one man was captored, who with another had been
left to watch; the other escaped by swimming across the river,
although at least fifty shots were fired at him. The enemy returned
the fire, which was quite harmless, Geraldo himself firing his Mini¢
rifle. This man was recoguized at once, standing in a very pro-
winent position. In consequence of the very difficult nature of the
ground from Kanor to Melamfie, it was 3 r.r. before the rockets
and field-pieces came up, under the charge of Mr. Smith. On his
arrival, Lientenant Herbert directed him to throw a shell and
rockets into Geraldo's camp. The first rocket destroyed half their

}'l
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tribes in the interior, allied to the Accras. Whilst
this negotiation was going on, about the 27th April,
1867, died suddenly in his capital, King Qus

camp, & very extensive one. The enemy must have suffered great
damage this first day withouat loss to us. On the 18th, at 11 Aar,
Mr. Irvine arrived with 800 Addabs in sixty-five canoes, escurtedL
by a guard of fitiy men of the 3rd West India Reziment, under
Captain Humphrey and Lieutenant Stewart, with Dr. Davies,
S.A.S. (a native), in medical charze, a rocket, and one howitzer.
On Captain Humphrey's arrival he, as senior to Lieutenaut Herbert,
assumed the chief command, and directed Mr. Smith and Lientenant
Stewart, with their guns and rockets, to shell and destroy the re-
maiging portion of the ememy’s camp. This was very speedily
effected. Captain Humphrey, observing that Geraldo had several
large English canoes and boats hauled up on the opposite bank,
called for filty volunteers to proceed across the river and take
possession of them. These fifty men, furnished by Messrs. Hesse,
Briand. Addi, and Bannerman, joined by 150 Addahs, crossed over
in sixteen canoes, and, though opposed by some 300 of Geralde's
men posted on an eminence, made good their landing, drove the
enemy from their position, killing large numbers; bat, instead of
carrying out their orders, and bringing away the canoes and boats,
they pursued the flying enemy inland, until the latter were largely
reinforeed, and drove them back. '

They sacceeded, however, in bringing off with them six l:u'ge
canoes, but at the very moment of pushing off another canoe, which
contained the head chief of Addah, was upset, and the enemy, heing
secreted in thick bushes within ten yards, picked off this chief and
fonr of his principal captains, and some dozen inferior men; these were :
killed outright, and some thirty-six more were wonnded. (Through
the skill of Dr. Davies every wounded man has since ramereﬁ.)
This affair had a bad effect on the whole campaign, as from that :
day the Addahs had no leaders. On the 20th the remainder of W: .
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Duah, the ‘most peacefu]l and wise ruler of the
kingdom of Ashantee; and was buried in the
mausoleum of the kings amidst the most revolting

force reached the camp. Quow Daddy, King of Aquapim, a very
brave man, but most bloodthirsty and cruel, arrived with 4,000
men. His men were by far the best in the field, being most amen-
able and obedient to anthority and their king. King Tackee, the
king of the whole eastern districts, but residing in Dutch (1)
Accra, also arrived on the same day with about 4,000 men—bring-
ing up the force to over 16,000. With this large force, Captain
Humphrey decided to cross at once, and sent a body of Addabs
over at daylight, on the 21st, to establish themselves on a hill to the
left of the enemy’s position, so as to withdraw their attention,
whilst the main body crossed in their front. The Addahs gained
their position without being opposed, and immediately sent one
canoe back with the information- that the enemy had entirely
vanished. Order was then at an end. Capt. Humphrey then wished
to start in pursuit of the enemy at once, with the view of effecting
the capture of Geraldo, who, it was reported, had been severely
wounded by the bursting of a shell. DBut the people, who looked
more upon King Tackee as the commander-in-chief than wupon
Captain Humphrey, grombled and growled and besitated. Captain
Humplirey then gave orders for 2,000 men to oceupy the position
recently vacated by the enemy ; this order the chiefs all, with the
exception of Dawoonah, of Christiansborg, refused to obey.
Dawoonah, who is a very sensible old man, educated in Copenbagen
some forty years ago by the Danish Government, ordered his men
across the river, intending to go. biwself, with his tent, &c., next
day, saying that be, as a British subject, would not recognize the
authority of 2 king living under the Dutch flag, and who had
brought Duteh flags to the campaign. This created much ill-feeling
in the camp ; and, as pearly the whole of the other towns sided with
Tackee, the Dutchman, they com)iciicw. Dawoonah to recall Lis men

F 2
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massacre of the population. He reigned twenty-
seven years, and was succeeded by his nephew,

Coffee Culeary, a fiery young man of thirty-five, and

from the other side. Captain Humphrey, sesing this done in open
dejiance of his authority, at once left fur Addah with his detachment,
learing the expedition in chairge of Licut. Herbert. Lieut. Herbert
called a general meeting of all the chiefs, and told them plainly that
if they refosed to obey his orders, and chose to look to the King of
Duteh Accra as their chief, he also wounld leave them. and take
away the guns and rockets, and that the Europeans and native
gentlemen wounld accompany him. They then promised willing
obedience from that day. DBut as he had uot one regular soldier
with himw,.-he had no power to enforce obedience.

On the 22nd, Mr. Irvine left Melamfie for Accra and Cape Coast,
deputed to apply to the Governor for a further supply of ammuni-
‘tion, aud, in case of refusal, to purchase some. Mr. Clayton, being
sick, left with him, both on horseback.

Melamfie is eighty miles from Acera, through & most magnificent
country, but nothing to eat on the road till you reach Pram Pram.

On the 23rd, 24th, and 25th, the whole force erossed over and
encamped at a place called Adodomay, exactly opposite Melamfie.
During the period from the 20tk to the 25th, some tienty stracelers,
belonging to Melamfie, who had joined Geraldo, but had deserted
him, were caunght. All these the chiefs nominally under Lieut.
Herbert executed in cold blood, as soon as they found that they
had fought on the opposite side on the previons Sunday. Their
heads were cut off, and the skulls having been cleaned, were fixed
to the drums as trophies!!! Three men that were caught on the
day of the enemy’s retreat were resened by Mr., Edmund Banner-
man, as Lient. Herbert had issued orders that no one should be
killed without being first brought to him. As he was conducting
them to that part of the camp where he was quartered, some of the
crowd following (about 5,000 men) recognized them as three of the

i
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the old feud between Coomassie and the protected

territory was vigorously kept up.

Since the peace negotiations of Colonel Couran

principal of Geraldo’s supporters, two of them beimg blacksmiths
who had heen engaged for six months casting Minié bullets for him ;
the third, a fetish-man who nsed to make fetish for him !—for he
believed in it. In less than fifteen seconds their heads were off.
all Mr. Banperman’s efforts to save them being unavailing; and hLe
had himself a narrow escape, as the people, in their eagerness to kill
them, were not particular as to the direction in which they struck.,

The scenes in camp at this tilme were truly awfol. The cutting
off of heads and the mutilation of bodies, and leaving them to be
disposed of by turkey buzzards and patakoos (hyenas), dreadful as
all this was, were hv no means the most painful sights.

One day our penple *heard that the wives and children of the
Melamfies, those who had sided with Geraldo and fought against
them, were hiding in the bush close to Melamfie, near their camp.

Some 800 of them at once proceeded to the spot, and captured
the whole, consisting of about 500 women and children, of from
twelve years down to infants. These, however, turned out to be
not Melamfies, but belonging to neutral tribes, who, in fear, had
hidden their families ia this way. The Commandant, on this being
reported to him by Ring Dawoonah, directed Mr. Hesse and Mr.
E. Baunerman to go to every chief and demand the restoration of
all these poor creatures thus taken by their people. In this manner
about 450 were recovered. The scene that took place when these
450 were all collected in front of the Commandant’s quarters was
truly painful. Mothers who had been separated from their snekling
infants, and children who had lost their parents, thus meeting again,
and still uncertain of their ultimate fate (for the men taken with
them had been decapitated in their presence), and embracing and
clinging to each other, the whole weeping and wailing in a manner
that might dissolve stones, but could not, and did not, have the
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and the two Accra merchants, it was arranged that
everything was to be left until the arrival of the
Governor-General. On the 6th April, 1867, he

sightest effect on the persons who had originally panyarred them,
and were eagerly watching for any want of vigilance to retake them.
It was in truth a most painful sizht. There were many of these
women and children carried off by the Addahs and Accras before
we could interfere. I should think that upwards of 100 so disap-
peared; and some who onght to have beem above such dealings
participated in the horrid plander. Those that were released were
restored to their homes. With regard to the execution of prisoners
in cold blood, the act itself perhaps was not so much to be blamed
as the horrible and cruel mode in which it was carried out. Most of
those that were decapitated were deserving of death properly in-
flicted. For instance, all the Melamfies who were caught with arms
m hands should have been hung at once, “and wonld in most in-
stances have been so hung had they been brought before the proper
authorities ; but they were generally decapitated as soon as they
were recognized as Melamfies, They may have deserved death for
this reason : Melamfie is in the Protectorate, on this side the Volta.
The Melamfies are naturally allies of the Adcah and therefore of
Accra also. They took ammanition from the Addahs for the par-
pose of aiding them to fight against Geralde. Tuey also received
some from Geraldo with which they actually ionght against the
Addahs, &c. Had they joined the Addahs, or even remained
neutral, Geraldo could have given no trouble to the country.
When the allied forces arrived in Kanar Camp they came and
offered to join. The night before the force left Kanar for Melamfie,
they decamped and gave Geraldo full information of all movements.
Had the people captured a bond jfide Awoonah man they would
never have executed him. They would either keep him as a slave,
or let his family ransom him. In the heat of battle they sometimes
do kill prisoners, but not always.

By the evening of the 25th, some 16,000 men mdlﬂntha"
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(Major Blackhall) anchored off Acecra roadstead ;
heard the complaints of the merchants and people;
proceeded down to Jellee Coffee with the Adminis-

Awoonah bank of the river Volta. By the 1st April the force was
weeded of some thousand or so cowards who did not relish going
into the heart of the enemy's country, and disappeared. On the 3rd
April the force marched from Adodomay to attack the enemy, sup-
posed to have encamped about a day’s march from that place. On
the 4th it reached the river Tojay, a branch of the Volta, and,
having crossed it, encamped in an immense grove of palm trees.
The eamp here was for once formed in regular order, especially that
of the Aquapims.

It took four hours to visit the whole camp, hurriedly even. The
force halted there till the 12th, when it advanced with the intention
of going direct to the sea-coast town of Awoonah, the capital
of Awoorah, and residence of the king and head fetish. It was
supposed to be six hours’ journey. After marching about two
hours very slovenly, with rocket-tube and field-piece in front, the
Awoonahs, 8,000 strong, suddenly pounced upon the expedition
in a place most favourable to them—a very narrow defile surrounded
by thick bush., The enemy had possession of the bush in front and
on each flank. Their first fire threw the leading men (most of whom
were carriers of loggage) into great confusion ; these falling back
got mixed up with the women carrying loads. It was a regular sar-
prise, The Commandant, with most of the native gentlemen, were
actually sitting down in front close to the gun when the first musket
was fired by the enemy. Unfortunately, the carriers of the ammuni-
tion for the rocket-tube and howitzer were nowhere to be found,
The enemy advancing rapidly, there was no help for it but to aban-
don gun, rocket, baggage, and everything. A complete panic ensued;
not & shot could be fired without hitting our own people. Our men
were being shot down, cut down, and caught alive without resistance.
Here we were, 15,000 men, who boasted of having conquered the
Ashantees, well-armed and no doubt brave, flying before at most
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trator ; received on board his yacht John Ta.y;
merchant of that place, and a chief of a small -
hamlet called Sroghey. The whole Palaver was
entered into,. and Major Blackhall, the Governor-

General pointed out to them the evils of war and

the good they would derive by having rcace. These |

people made protestations whilst on board of sincere

contrition, and agreed to and signed a treaty of peace
on behalf of the Awoonahs. This treaty was only

worth the paper on which it was written, inasmuch as

8,000 Awoonahs, whose only bullets were small stones! It was
disgraceful. All efforfs to check the flizht were in vain. A few,
pzpecially the Dutch Accras, made a stand, and suffered most
-overely in conseguence, hut it checked the eremy. At length,
Quow Daddy, the King of Aquapim, who had with his 4,000 brave
men taken a different linc of mareh, got to the rear of the Awoonahs,
amil placed them in their own trap. They then began to turn, and
finally threw away their arms and fled, being pursued by the Aqna-
pims and a few Accras, These slaughtered them like sheep. Not-

withstanding all this turn of the tide at least 5,000 of our men

continued their flight. The whole affair lasted only three or four
hours. During this period the gun was captured and recaptured a
dozen times. When the Awoonahs first seized it, one of them
jumped up on the top of it and began to dance. e was at once shot
down. Another took his place. He was shot; and so on uatil ten
had been so killed. Then they fought hand to hand for the gun until
they were finally driven away. We lost about 65 killed and 320

wounded, and, as we had now no Dr. Davis, at least 150 of these

subsequently died. The enemy was pursued almost as far as Jellea

Coffee and Awoonsh.  Nothing had now to be done but tofdllmh A3
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at the very time of sigliature and subsequently, the
Awoonahs, with their allies the Aquamboos and

Ashantees, were committing the grossest acts of

‘robbery, murder, and pillage in the Protectorate,

had entirely stopped the navigation of the Volta
and blockaded the roads to Creepee, and had formed
an alliance offensive and defensive with the Ashan-
tees, who were in arms against the Protectorate. -
From the statements contained in this and the

last letter, it 1s evident that the political atmosphere

them np with the whole force, and finish the war at one blow. But
the morning's panic had totally disorganized and dispirited the whole
force. They declined to obey the orders of Lieuntenant Herbert,
either to advance or halt. They preferred retreat. The chiefs also
were not unanimous. King Quow Daddy was so annoyed at this
conduct on the part of his allies, that he at once struck his camp and
marched his brave army direct home, leading himself on foot, a fing,
tall, handsome man. The rest of the army, having confidence in no
one else but Quow Daddy and his people, at once followed. This
was on the morning of Friday, the 13th. The same evening we
reached the Volta, and crossed it next day. We then proceeded to
Addah with our rockets and guns; the majority of the army had left
their chiefs and gone home. The chiefs went with us to Addah.
Lientenant Herbert finding this was the state of affairs, and being
sick, left for Acera, placing the command of such an army as was left
in the hands of Mr. Hesse, who, with the other gentlemen that were left
with him, arrived five days after in Acera, leaving the three kings of
Accra (Jamestown, Dutch, and Christianshorg), who with their
principal captains were still at Addah, where they were determined,
they said, to remain till Geraldo was captured. Thus ended the first
campaign against Geraldo and the Awoonahs !
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of the Gold Coast territorjr, when the ratification of
treaty ‘between the Courts of St. James’s and the

Hague took place on the 1st January, 1868, was in

a very unsatisfactory condition. The feelings of -
the whole. Fantee race were in a state of morbid
irritation ; and although peace with Ashantee was
looked for with great anxie’;y, yet still they refrained
from accepting a humiliating peace.” The compli-
cations ‘with the neighbouring tribes about Acera,
which -terminated in hostilities inglorious to the
inhabitants of the eastern district, were still pending.
The Dutch having kept up friendly intercourse with
Ashantee during the whole of their misunder-
standing with Fantee, and having acted as the
latter considered in a manner hostile to their in-
terest, were 1n great disfavour with the whole of the
tribes under British rule. The country was in this
state when, during the transfer of territory, the
outrage on Commendah was committed, and the
whole of the British Fantees in the western district,

unlike their usual procrastination, rose as one man

- against the Dutch.

I have the honour to be, Sir;

Your most obedient Servant,

J.A. B. HORTON, M.D.
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LETTER Nq. VI.*

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GRANVILLE, K.G,, D.C.L.,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
&e., &e., &e.

Tae Castie, CarE Coasr,
12t January, 1870.
My Lorp, '

After the retreat of the large force en-
camped around Elmina, as detailed in my letter
No. I11., each division of the army, according to their
province, retired to their own homes, and the Elmina

difficulties remained for a time in statu quo, until

His Excellency Sir Arthur Kennedy, the Governor-
General, paid his first visit to this part of the coast.
During this tine, however, many small marauding
expeditions were taken for the express purpose of
plunder by each contending army. One or more
small, unprotected villages generally fell within their
reach, and cold-blooded murder, with the plunder
of a few trifling articles, was the result of their

midnight raid. Engagements at sea were not un-

# Reply through Administrator of the Gold Coast in Dispatch

" No. 116, duted 28th February, 1870.
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frequent. Sometimes canoes from one Dutch settle-
ment were waylaid and attacked, their contents
pillaged, and the men taken as prisoners ; another _
time, a number of fishing canoes of the Fantees
would suddenly make to and attack the same or less
number of Dutch fish canoes. The result of these
mimic engagements were Invariably in favour of
the former parties. )

His Excellency Sir Arthur Kennedy, Governor-
.in-Chief; arrived at Cape Coast on the 27th Octo-
ber, 1868, in H.M.S. “Lee,” and immediately tock

measures to make himself thoroughly acquainted
with the subject of dispute between the English and
Dutch Fantees, and then proceeded to adopt the
most feasible method of putting a _stop the mis-
understanding. He repaired to Elmina, and with
Governor Boers™ convened a meeting of both Dutch
and native authorities. He informed them that,
being well acquainted from documentary and other
evidences of all the pros and cons of the quarrel
between the Dutch and Englsh Fantees, he had
* personally appeared before them not to diseuss the
« point in dispute, but “to arrange matters amicably

.
—— s

* Dutch Governor of Elmina, . O
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between them, and therefore proposed, In a most

statesmanlike manner, that in consequence of the

~exchange of territory between the two civilized

Governments on the Coast, which had led to a

. great change in the political position of the neigh-

bouring independent tribe, viz., Ashantee, it-behoved
the people on the sea-coast to be united in one
common bond for mutual support, offensive and
defensive. A treaty based on these conditions was
the only means by which a lasting peace could be
secured to the countries under British and Dutch
Protectorate. The tall, fine, majestic figure of Sir
Arthur Kennedy, with his silvery locks, urbanity of
manners, decisive and rather imperious tone, struck
the natives with a sort of veneration or reverential
awe, and brought vividly into their recollection the
like stateliness of Sir Charles McCarthy, who was
killed at the battle of Essamacow. The Elmina

chiefs retired from the council chamber to consult and

frame a fitting reply to His Excellency’s proposal.
The Dutch Governor, perhaps observing the effect of
the earnest appeal of the Governor-General on the
Elmin: king and chiefs, sent one of his officers to

join them in their consultation, and so to dictate

* to them what reply suitable to the wishes of the
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Dutch Governor they should return. The chiefs
refused in foto to ally themselves offensively and
defensively with the English Fantees and give up

paying tribute to Ashantee, and they further stated |

plainly that they preferred the friendship of the

- latter nation.

Sir Arthur Kennedy now denounced their conduct
and that of the Dutch authorities as being open to
the gravest reprehension, and then retired from the
council hall, and embarked soon afterwards for
Cape Coast. He informed the chiefs of Fantee
of the result of his interference, and told them that
they were at hberty to undertake any expedition
against the Dutch Fantees.*

* In November, 1868, a Memorial, setting forth the state and
feelings of the country, drawn up by Wm. Cleaver, Esq., agent of
Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, was intended to have been presented to
Sir Arthur Kennedy, C.B., Governor-in-Chief of the West African
Settlements, but which, unfortunately, was not forwarded; but as
It treated on points of great interest with respect to the transfer of
territory, I shall here quote it verbatim et literatim :—

“ The Memorial of the kings, chiefs, &e., of Her Majesty's posses-
sions on the Gold Coast—Respectfully showeth :—

“ That the convention between Her Majesty and the King of the
Netherlands for an interchange of territory on the Gold Coast of
Africa, signed at London, March 5, 1867, has produced most
disastrous results to your Memorialists, involving sacrifice of human
life and the peace of the country at present and formerly connected
with your Excellency’s Government. '

at
A8 ,‘ﬂpﬁ .

e all—
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Since the defeat of the Accras in the Trans-
voltine expedition and the peace proclamation of
Governor Blackhall the easfern district had re-
mained in a state of the most turbulent confusion :
small fichts had occasionally taken place, mnen,women,

and children were caugilt and bebeaded, trade was

stopped, and in fact every thing had been in utter

confusion and dismay. The arrival of Sir Arthur
Kennedy on the 10th November was hailed with

joy. e had several interviews with the chiefs and

-

-merchants relative to the disturbances at the Volta.

Whilst at Accra he was met by Captain Glover,
who arrived in his steamer the “Eyo.” This inde-

fatigable Governor of Lagos, whose indomitable

“ That your Memorialists protested against the cession by Her
Majesty of all British forts, possessions, and rights of sovereignty or
jurisdiction which she possessed on the Gold Coast to the westward
of the month of the Sweet River, for that the people of the aforesaid
territory have, from time immemorial, been allies of your Memo-
rialists against all ememies, and fought with them against the
Ashantees by the aid of Her Majesty's troops with success.

¢ That the people to the westward of the Sweet River aforesaid,
enjoying the protection and patronage of Iler Majesty, also pro-
tested against the convention.

“ That your Memorialists and their allies were in hostilities with
the Ashantees at the date of the convention, and that no settlement
of their difficulties has yet been arranged.

“That the protests of your Memorialists and others concerned
were ignored, and that the Dutch Government commenced coercive
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perseverance and real hard work has raised that
infant colony to the state of progressive civilization
which confers great credit on him, left soon after-

measares against the people formerly under Her Majesty’s protec-
tion ; consequently your Memorialists, in acecordance with the terms
of their alliance, immediately proceeded to the assistance of their
allies, and, for injuries received, determined to compel the people of
the Dutch to join the alliance of all the powers south of the River
Prah against further invasions or encroachments of the Ashantees.
[ence the difficulties which, up to the present time, have baffled all
the exertions of the officers administering Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment.

‘““ That the Dutch Government has fer many vears puast paid
tribute aununally to the King of the Ashantees, and been strongly
allied to that power, which in peaceful times supplied slaves to the
Dutch Government, who shipped them to Java.

* That during the Ashantee invasions against your Memorialists
and their allies, the people under the Dutch Government have pro-
posed neutrality, But during the war of 1824 they betrayed the
trust of your Memorialists and some of their people to Elmina for

safety. The property, consisting of gold dust, gold ornaments, &e.,

was never returned; some of the people were killed, and others sold
as slaves. Trom that time your Memorialists and their allies have
always mistrusted the people under Dutch rule, and had good
reason to Lielieve that they assisted the Ashantees with munitions of
war during hostilities, and further suspected them of intrigues with
that power. ’

“ That the Dutch possessions on the Gold Coast, up to the date
of the convention, were insignificant compared to those of Her
Majesty. The Dutch possessed no inland territory, while Her
Majesty's possessions extended north, east, and west of the Dutcly,
confining them to the seaboard. _

“ That your Memorialists, baving represented the mslgmﬁmna of
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wards for the Volta, and succeeded in crossing the
bar of the river with his steamer, which is the first
that has ever entered it. This movement, important

the Dutch possessions, beg your Excellency to consider the unplea-

- saul relations of the people of those places with your Memorialists

.
B
-

in time of invasion of their conntry by the Ashantees. At sucha time

it would be most embarrassing to have to contend with an enemy in

the rear.

““That your Excellency is acquainted with the importance of the
alliance of all the people under both Governments against the
Ashaptees. And your Memorialists hoped your endeavours to
arrange it on the occasion of your last visit to the seat of tlis
Government and that of the Dutch (viz., Elmina) would be success-

~ ful; but, unfortunately, your Memorialists were disappointed.

* They fully expected your Excellency would be suncecessful, for
they had reasson to believe the Elminas and others were at last
willing to join the alliance, and Lelieve they would hLave done so
but for the opposition of the Dutch Government.

“ That the opposition of the Dutch Government to an alliance of
their people with your Memorialists and others emanates from their
connexion with the Ashantee power, who supply slaves for export
as aforesaid.

 That the people who now refuse to become our allies are con-
neeted with us by fawily ties ; and, from the close proximity of the
territories of both Governments, we are at a loss to understand why
thevr continue obstinate unless by the direction of their Government.

“ That your Memorialists being satisfied that the proposed gene-
ral alliance wiil secure permanent peace by destroying the hopes or
ambition of the Ashantees, and lieing opposed to the present, or
hitherto so-called, neuntrality of the Elwinas and others, are deter-
wined by cvery means in their power to obtain the alliance aforesaid.

“That up to the present time your Memcrialists have maintaiced
the independence of their allies to the west of the Sweet River; aud.

G
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alike to the commerce, civilization, and the political
and general interest of the country, changed at
once the base of operation of the Awoonahs and
Aquamboes, who saw that, if they would continue
the fight, they must do so far in the inierior. Sir
Arthur, after remaining eight days at Acecra, joined
Captain Glover in the river Volta, convened a
meeting of the contending parties, fully discussed
the disputed point, and on board the colonial
steamer “ Eyo,” in the river Volta, a treaty of
peace was entered into, on the/3fth day of Novem-
ber, 1868, between the representatives of the
Awoonah and Adah nations.

in submission to your Excellency and the officers administerinz Her
Majesty’s Government on the Gold Coast, your Memorialists have
refrained from enforcing their determination of compelling the people
under the Dutch Government to join the alliance, in the hope that
this objact may be gained without farther bloodshed.

** That your Memorialists submit that a grievons error has been
committed by the high contracting parties to the convention of
March 5, 1867—first, by having failed to consult the people of the
territories to be transferred before the convention was made ; and,
secondly, in exercising coercive measures to enforce the fulfilment
and observance of the convention, when it was known by the officers
exercising such measures that the people were opposed to it.

“Your Memorialists now propose what appear to them the only
way of rectifying the error, and settling the difficulties it has in-
volved, and beg your Excellency to endeavour to carry out their

proposals, which are that negotiations be at once opened for the

1
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It stipulated that the river Volta was to be kept

open for all lawful trades; that the Governor-in-
Chief should be umpire in all difference or dispute,
whose decision should be final and binding upon
both parties ; that the allies be called upon to lay
down their arms, and consolidate the peace thus
formed. .

After the exploration of the river, and when
Captain Glover had completed his soundings, they
weighed anchor, and left for Lagos. The Aquamboes
and Ashantees, the most ‘t-roublesome of the allies,

were not represented in the meeting. About a week

purchase of the Dutch settlements on the Gold Coast by Her
Majesty’s Colonial Government.

“ Y our Memorialists further submit that the Dutch Government,
being at once and for ever debarred from obtaining slaves from
Ashantee, will have no object in maintaining their possessions, for
your Memorialists are not aware that the commercial relations of
the Dutch with their settlements are of any value, and the fact of
their decline is patent.

“ Y our Memorialists now beg your Excellency to endeavour to
carry out the prayer of this Memorial, which they consider fnd
believe will relieve their country of its present difficulties, and
elevate it to the condition of other dominions of Her Majesty.
Otherwise, they fear the whole country will be hopelessly involved in
the horrors of war for an indefinite period, to the detriment-of Her
Majesty’s interests as well as those of your Memorialists.

* And your Memorialists, as in duty bound. will ever pray.

“Gorp Coast, WEsT Arnica, November 1868,

G 2
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after the signing of the treaty, the Aquamboes,
with some Ashantee marauders, vigorously attacked
Creepee, a flourishing commercial province closely
allied to Accra, and committed severe bloodshed.
They stopped the navigation of the Volta; the

" Ashantee army attempted the invasion of the plains

of Crobhoe ; cold-blooded murder, plunder, and all
1ts conmcomitant mischief continued until February,
when the Acting Administrator, Mr. Simpson, landed,
on the 15th, at Accra. He held a meetino on the
next and following days with the kings, chiefs, and
leading merchants, as well as others of the commm-
nity, who informed him of the continued messages
from Akim, Crobboe, Aquapim, Creepee, and |
Agotins; that the Ashantees had poured large
forces into Aquamboe and Creepee, and that they
required help from them. On the 24th he left the
coast for the disturbed distriet in the interior, in
order to see and judge for himself the real condition
of %ﬂ'mrs. On theBth he arrived at Odumassie, in
the province of Crobboe, whegce he sent for the
King of Aquamboe, who flatly refused compliance
with his reciuest.. - He pmcwd-ed to Aquamboe him-

. self to meet the king in his own territory. He was

at first well received, and both the king and chiefs
gave him all assurance that his mission would be
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successful. Grand palaver meetings were held,
where the Acting Administrator, in eloquent and
convineing language, expatiated on the blessings and
advantages of peace. The king and chiefs apparently
became converted or coincided with the truth of his

argument, and eagerly signed a treaty of peace drawn .

“up by him. Mr. Simpson immediately wrote a dis-

patch full of confidence to the Chief Civil Com-
mandant of Accra, to proclaim to the merchants,
kings, chiefs, and all the people that peace was
established ; that the highway to the interior, the
Volta, was opened for legitimate trade; that he
would be at Addah on the 12th inst., where he
would expect to meet the merchants with their mer-
chandize, to accompany him up the Volta as far as

Kpong, thus to prove that peace was really

established. He at the same time ordered a
puncheon of rwm and twenty pieces of moree chintzes
as a dash to the kings and chiefs of Aquamboe.
The inhabitants of Accra one and all were in-
dignant at the receipt of the proclamation, and lost
all confidence in the tact and negotiating power of
Mr. Simpson. |

Having completed his business with the high

_ dignitaries of Aquamboe, who drank heartily to his

health, he informed them that he was now about to
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return to the coast. They received the message, but

quietly informed him that he and his parties were

their prisoners. They then called a secret council, =

and had a prolonged discussion as to the adwis- =

ability of decapitating the whole of them. The

- same night they put fire to the low grass hut where

he and his party were sleeping; fortunately, how- =

ever, they escaped unhurt. _
About tlus time there were about 35,000
Ashantee troops at Aquamboe, and Mr. Simpson,
either from diplomacy or from common ecivility, paid
marked attention to the general in command. Mr.
Simpson was made a state prisoner for five days,
and the Aquamboes were determined either to
detain him and his party as their prisoners, and
send them to Coomassie, or to execute them. The
latter determination prevailed in council ; but this
was ;}pposed and ultimately ovewuled by the
Ashantee General, who said that it was impossible
for the Governor of the Gold Coast to travel in
such a mean costume and so badly attended, with-

out retinue and without any insignia of power, but

cousequently they should allow him to depart. His

_that the prisoner before them must be only an
adventurer, and in search of something to do. That
they had no palaver whatever with any white man, :
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wise advice, backed as it was with his 5,000 troops,
'prevaﬂed, and Mr. Simpson was allowed to leave.
These prorzeedings, my Lord, which might have
led to very serious consequences, I consider as suffi-
ei-e-ut.ly instructive to men in power, who are very
fond of giving great importance to treaties signed
by native chiefs. The people of Accra have been
systematically abused for always contending that
treaties made by each successive Governor and Go-
vernor-in-Chief were not worth more than the paper
on which they were written, unless backed by a
sufficiency of moral force. Whilst the Aquamboes
were signing DMr. Simpson's treaty of peale they
had, at the very same time, a design on his life;
they signed his treaty one day and made him a state
prisoner the next. I am obliged to admit that on !

this coast the French are far superior to us in the |

making of treaties with the natives. X Whilst we
bring the chiefs to reason after long palavering and
pleasant phraseology, the French bring them to
reason at the point of the bayonet ; this treaty they
respect and keep, the other they laugh at and break® .

I have the honour to be, my Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant,
J. A. B. HORTON, M.D.
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LETTER No. VIL*.

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GRANVILLE, K.G., D.CL. =
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
&E., &C., Le.

Tur Castig, CAre Coasr,
February 12, 1870,

My Lonp, |
In the T\;“estern district of the Gold

Coast affairs with the Dutch territory continued
most unsatisfactory. On the 30th December, 1868,
a party of Dutch soldiers from Elmina attacked
Ag‘gogaﬁ"’ﬂ, a village of Fantee, situated about ten
miles from Klmina; they were driven back, the
sergeant in command killed, seven prisoners and
three breech-loading rifles captured, as well as five
women, who were employed as carriers. These
small skirmishes are of very frequent occurrence in
the Fantee villages in close proximity with Elmina.
After the attack of Elmina by- the Fantees in
May, 1868, the inhabitants became dissatisfied mth

the conduct of their Governor, and were determined

* Reference in Dispatch to Sir Arthur Kennedy, No. 126, dated
March 29, 1870. As to future correspondence on the aub]ect, Mxi # g
U'sshers letter, dated May 1. | | 'f_:: |
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to have him recalled. They, therefore, dispatchied 2
deputation to Holland, consisting Jof one Dutch
officer and a native merchant of intelligence, Mu.
George Emissang, to give full information to the
Minister of the Colonies of the exact state in which
they had been placed; and to request adequate assist-
ance from the Dutch Government. Colonel Boers,
the Governor, was recalled, and Colonel Nagtglas,
who had served out here for a considerable number
of years as Dutch Militarg-* Officer, and afterwards
as Governor, but had retired on a handsome
pension, was sent out as a Royal Commuissioner
with extensive powers. .
Immediately after his arrival, about the latter
part of May, 1869, a most unfortunate affair oc-
curred, which had a very disastrous effect on the
prestige of the Dutch on the whole Gold Coast.
About this time the Dutch man-of-war * Amstel”
anchored off the town -of Commendah. A boat,
manned by two officers and nine marines, was sent
to ply near the shore, take soundings, and endea-
vour to find out the mouth of a river which was
shown in an old chart in the possession of the
captain. The boat by some mishap got amongst

the breakers, a heavy roller struck her on her beam
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end and capsized her, the boat was washed ashore,
the senior officer and five of the crew were drowned,
and the rest escaped.

The Commendahs, on seeing the boat standing
ashore from the vessel, were on the alert, and
lay in ambush observing their movements, sus-
pecting some mischievous intentions on the part
of the ship’s crew. They observed the capsize,
and on the five men being washed ashore,
they opened fire on them, and closing in, fell
on them. One of the crew was wounded, and
three surrendered without resistance; the fifth
foolishly made a bold stand against them, and
his fate was sealed by a heavy blow from the
butt end of a musket. The Commendahs removed
them into the interior, where the wounded man
subsequently died. They then seut to the Fantee
Confederation to inform them of what had hap-
pened, who sent immediate instructions that the
prisoners should be treated with great kindness and
attention. . -

Colonel Nagtglas communicated with the Acting
Administrator on the circumstances of the case, and
asked Mr. Simpson to use his influence with the

*natives to get the prisoners restored. He imme-

"
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diately sent the Acting Collector of Customs and
Mr. James Daries, of Cape Coast, to Quissie Croom,
where they were imprisoned.” The Commendahs
refused to deliver them up, and they received
instructions from the Confederation not to deliver
them up unless a sufficient ransom was paid by the

Duteh Government.

The Hon. George Blankson, a native merchant

of Anamaboe, of great influence, and a member of
the Legislative Council, was dispatched to Quissie
Croom, in Commendah Bush, where the unfor-
tunate prisoners were held, as the representative
of the British Government; and the Fantee Con-
federation sent Mr. John Hammond and their
Secretary, Mr. George B]aﬁkson, junior, to repre-
sent them. A council was held, and the agents of
the Confederation, as well as the principal chiefs
of Commendah, demanded a ransom of 800 ozs.
gold dust, or £3,200 currency ; the British envoy, on
behalf of the Dutch Government, offered them £100
sterling, which they stoutly refused. After long
palavering and sundry reductions, the Confederation
accepted 300 ozs. gold dust, or £1,200 currency, as
the price of their redemption. On the guarantee
of the British representative, two of the prisoners



108 LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST.

were sent down first, and the other was held as a
hostage until the contract should be fulfilled.

Colonel Nagtglas, attended by Captain Le Jeune,
his aide-de-camp, came to Cape Coast 1n person to
pay the amount. He travelled by land ; on crossing
the Sweet River, when on British ground, he was es-
corted by 34 soldiers of the 1st West India Regin:;ent,
and was received at Cape Coast with the honours
due to his high position. The amount was paid to
the agents of the Fantee Confederation, the hostage
was dehivered up ; and after remaining five days,
his Excellency and suite embarked on board the
“ Amsel ” war-ship for Elmina amdst the infuriated
rage of the ¢ woAxa ‘

The prisoners detailed shocking acts of barbarity
committed on them by the Commendahs during
their imprisonment. They were deprived of their
clothes, and made to sleep on straw ; they had their
heads shaved as conviets ; the sailor who was killed
had his head and hands taken off and ecarried into
the interior as trophies; the skin of the head was

removed and used as a mask over the head and face

_ of the surviving officer. 'When, however, the Com-

mendahs were enjoined by the Confederation to

‘treat them carefully, they‘ ceased any further mo-

J
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lestation. The redemption took place early dn
July, 1869. '

The Fantee Confederation was satisfied with the
conduct of the Commendahs, and from the day of the
exchange have persistently refused to acknowledge
the Dutch flag, and have employed every stratagem
to exorcise it from the province of Commendah.
The Dutch Government were terribly annoyed at
the melancholy circumstances which had caused
them so many lives and so much money ; and their
subjects were determined at all hazard to expatriate
all British Fantees, either by fair or foul meuns,
from the Dutch territory. All the newly-trans-
ferred Brtish subjects were regarded with great
susplcion, as having some connection with the
Fantee Confederation.

One of the districts handed over to the Dutch
by the Enghish Government was Dixcove, the most
flourishing commercial town of Ahanta. Soon after
the Elmina war, one Appah Essrifi, an Elminan,
endeavoured to stir up the Dutch mhabitants of
Bousnah to demand for the purpose of execution
the delivery of all the Fantees of Dixcove. The
demand was made, but being refused by the kings
and chiefs of Dixcove, this bloodthirsty indi-
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vidual went to Wotopoh, a Dutch town in the
neighbourh;aod of Boutry, where four natives of
Cape Coast had resided peaceably for several years
as agriculturists, caught them, and would have

executed them, were it not for the timely inter-
ference of the chiefs, their friends. He, however,

~sold the whole of them as slaves.

The last affair at Commendah set ti:xe Elminas

and all the Dutch native inhabitants in open hos-
tility against the I'ixcoveams, whose only crime
was that they bad been English. and were, conse-
quently, suspected of possessing sympathy with the
Fantee Confederation. They, therefore, meditated
the destruction of Dixcove, as its inhabitants
showed, without open demonstration, a decided
antipathy against the Dutch flag.

About the 6th June, 1869, the Elminas residing
at Bousnah, about three miles from Dixcove,
caught a serf (pawn) of the principal native mer-
chant of Dixcove, a native of Cape Coast, who
had gone to a rivulet of the same name (Bousnah)

to fish ; this place was years ago under the Dutch

flag by conquest. They were determined to kill
~him, but the Dutch'Commandant residing at Dix-

cove, Mr. Alvarez, being ’prevailed upon by the
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Dixcoveans, relucta.ntlj; rescued him from the
Bousnahs. They told Mr. Alvarez that the man
had done nothing, but, being a Fantee and a British
subject, they, in retaliation for what the Com-
mendahs had done, were determined to kill him.
Mr. Alvarez, as it 1s reported, on hearing this,
justified their acts, and told them plainly that had

- they put the pawn to death he would have said

nothing to them, but since he was still alive he was
bound to give him protection.

On the return of Mr. Alvarez to Dixcove, he
held a meeting i1n the large Palaver Hall, in
the fort, with the kings, chiefs, elders, and
merchants of Dixcqve, and proclaimed an order,
wherein he 1insisted that not any of the in-
habitants of or British subjects residing at Dix-
cove should go to any of the Dutch towns and
provinces by which they were surrounded, without
wearing a proper insignia that he or she was a Dutch
subject—wviz., a miniature Dutch flag attached to

the end of their cloth, or on some conspicuous part

 of their dress—without which he, the Commandant,
- would not be responsible for the lives of the parties

- who thus left themselves open to be murdered.

Things remained in this disquieting state until
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the 12th June, 1869, a week after the Bousnah |
affair ; but rumours were afloat that the Duteh
-~ Governor_had supplied all the Ahantas, with the
exception of the Dixcoveans, with ammumtion.
On Saturday, the 12th, Mr. Alvarez demanded that
all the ammunition in the stores of the merchants, }
especially. Mensah Coomah, a native merchant who
had acquired immense wealth during the Enghsh =
rule, should be removed into the fort; but they re- =
fused compliance with this strange demand, and the
result was the bombardment and destruction of the
flourishing little town of Dixcove, formerly English,
but now Dutch. |

It appears that there was a tacit understanding
between the Dutch Commandant and the Ahantas
around Dixscove, for, on Monday, the 14th, two
days after the refusal of the Dixcoveans'to deliver
up their ammunition, at eight am. the town of DPix-
cove was invaded by the Bousnahs and other Dutch
Ahantas. Mr. Alvarez gave the signal for their
advance, by opening fire from his heavy ordnance
on the ramparts of the fort upon the town.- The 3
Dixcoveans sallied out, and by their impetuous .:
charges checked the progress of the Ahantas, and
between five and six o'clock p.m. drove them baa:k- _.
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On their return to the town Mr. Alvarez opened a

murderous fire on them, drove them into the bush,
cannonaded the respectable houses, set fire to the

town, laid 1t waste, and the next day handed it over
to the Dutch soldiers and the Ahanta army to be
pillaged and sacked.*

I have the honour to be, my Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant,

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D.

* The following is a faithful account of the position, commer-
cial origin and value, as well as the destruction of Dixcove, pub-
lished by Mr. A. Swanzy, of Liondon :—

“ Dixcove, situated in lat. 5 N,, long. 2’ 30" W., has long been
known to traders as a commercial town, hut it is only within the
last thirty-five years that its trade has been of any great importance.
About the year 1833, my brother, the late Mr. Frank Swanzy,
settled at Dixcove, and commenced business with the neighbouring
people, largely developing the resources of the district, and in-
ereasing the comfort and well-being of the inhabitants. He resided
there for abount twelve years, and, as commandant and meagistrate,
succeeded in preserving peace and administering justice with little
or no expense to the British Government. In 1845 Mr. Frank
Swanzy leit Dixcove, and I went to reside there, and for two years
carried on business and acted as magistrate, &c., and from that
time to June, 1869. the business thus commenced in 1823 has been
carried on, to the great benefit of the people, and with profit to
myself, all the best lLouses in Dixcove ha*mg been built by my
correspondents.

H
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“ For certain financial reasons a treaty was entered into hetw:eni
the PBritish and Dutch Governments, by which it was agreed that
on the 1st Jannary, 18638, the whole coast line west of Elmina
shoald be transferred to the Datch flag, and Dixcove, which for
over 150 years had been undder British protection, was incladed in
the transfer. This treaty was made and carried out withont consider-
inz the wishes of the natives or the interests of British traders.

“ Knowing the difficulty in recoverinz debts in the Datch settle-
ments, I resolved in reduocing my credits at Dixcove, and established
a factory instead. Vith this object I parchased a honse, and my
agent placed in charge of my business there a Mr. W. E. Sam, a
native of Cape Coast, who had besn some time previonsly in my
service. Mr. Sam carried on at Dixecove a large and profitable
business, paying large duties to the Datch Government, and con-
forming in every respect to the laws and regulations laid down
by it. |

“Early in June last Mr. Sam heard that an attack on the town
of Dixcove was likely to be made by the inhabitants of Bushwa,
Boutry, and other Dutch towas, and he consequently wrote to my
agent at Cape Coast, Mr. William Cleaver, bezzing him to come
up and take all possible measnres to provent the attack, and save
my property. Mr. Cleaver made the contents of this letter known
to Colonel Nagtgzlas, his Netherlands Majesty’s Commissioner on the
Grold Coast, and was assured by him that he need be nnder no alarm,
and that he intended to remove Mr. Alvarez from his post as com-
mander of Dixcove.

“On the 12th June Mr. Alvarez gave orders that all munitions
of war shounld be removed to Dixcove Fort, and Mr. Q. Mensah,
the principal native merchant of the place, refused to deliver up
his gnnpowder to Mr. Alvarez, when the latter said he would send
for Bushwa (or Bossnah) people to come and fight against the
people of Dixcove; and on Mr. Mensah's persisting in retaining his
gunpowder, Mr. Alvarez sent one of the Dutch landing waiters, in
company with Mr. Sam, to tell him that if he did not deliver up his
gunpowder he would seek the interference of Bushwa people to
compel him to do so. But Mr. Mensah, believing that an attack

p
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on Dixcove was imminent, and that munitions of war had been
supplied by the Dutch Government to the people of Boutry, &e.,
refused to give up his only means of defence. Mr. Sam wused his
utmost efforts to conciliate both parties, offering large security in

my name fo the commandant (Mr. 2lvarez) that Mr. Mensah

should not sell or use his gunpowder without the consent of Mr.
Alvarez. '

“ On Sunday, the 13th June, Dixcove was surrounded by Ahanta
people, including the people of Bushwa, Boutry, &ec., and Mr. Sam
used every effort to prevent bloodshed, offering to send large
presents to the principal Ahanta chief to conciliate him ; but Mr.
Alvarez refused his intercession. On Sunday evening, at a late
hour, Mr. Alvarez offered to permit Mr. Sam to remove my pro-
perty into Dixcove Fort, promising to write to Mr. Sam to that
effect on the following morning—a promise which, however, he never
fulfilled. TUnder any circumstances, the offer was too late, as it
was impossible to remove my property before the attack commenced;
and Mr. Sam distrusted Mr. Alvarez—a distrust showed by the Rev.
Mr. Laing, as stated in his affidavit—as the fort was filled wich
people inimical to Dixcove. Moreover, as my stores were imme-
diately nnder the fort walls, Mr. Alvarez could have protected my
property without removing it had he so desired.

“ On Monday morning Mr. Alvarez called at my factory, accom-
panied by a chief, and told Mr. Sam, in the presence of several
witnesses, that all was settled. Mr. Alvarez then bad a glass of
wine and returned to the fort. In about a quarter of an hour from
the time the Commandant left my factory, Dixcove was attacked on
all sides; and the Commandant at first positively refused to interfere
to prevent the attack, but afterwards agreed to accompany Mr.
Sawm to the scene of action. YWhen, however, his soldiers refused to
go with him. he marched back to the fort. Ar. Sam went alone to
the scene of action, and bezged the people of Dixecove not to fire,
doing all he could to prevent bloodshed.

% The fight commenced about eight o'clock A.ar, and during its
continuance the guns of Dixeove Fort, placed there for the protee-

tion of the town and people, were used for their destruction (the
H 2
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very first shot fired passed through my house and the ball lodged

in the piazzi). The guns continued at intervals playing on the
town, setting part of it on fire. 'Whether these guuns were fired by
the orders of Mr. Alvarez ar contrary to them I am unable to say,
and I leave the alternativ: to be appreciated by his superiors.
Notwithstanding this disadvantage the Dixeove people kept back
their enemies, although trained soldiers, armed with breech-loading
rifles, were among the latter ; but on the Dixcove people returning
to the town about five or six o'clock p.ar., the fort gnns again
were used against them, and, unable to resist such a destructive
fire, they retired to the bush abount dusk.

“On the following day (Tuesday, the 15th June) the people of
Bushwa and Bontry, &c., having no esemies within reach, pro-
ceeded to plunder and destroy all the property found in the town;
and this was done in the presence of Mr. Alvarez, who states in his
affidavit that he told the people not to plander my property, and I
theretore infer that he made no effort to stop the general pillage.

“The valoe of the property stolen was very great, consisting of
palm oil. A large quantity of cotton goods and all the gold on
hand were taken from my hounse, and some portions of my property
were carried into the fort.

“The Dutch native troops participated in the plunder; one of
my servants, Mr. Isaac Ruble, a native of Elmina, having actually
purchased from a soldier in Dixcove Fort two pieces of cotton
goods with my name on them; but on Mr. Ruhle being recognized
by a corporal the goods were taken from him.

‘ Moreover, some cotton goods stolen from Dixcove were landed
at Elmina from a canoe (which 1 believe to have been one of my
canoes), and were there taken possession of by Dutch soldiers or
constables. Again, Mr. Cleaver informed Colonel Nagtgles that
the supercargo of a Dutch vessel, then in Elmina roads, had pur-
chased a considerable quantity of my goods at less than one-third
the usual price ; and yet Colonel Nagtglas, as far as I know, took
no steps to ascertain the fact, but stated that all the plundered
property was removed to the bush.

“ The iron safe, in which was a large amount in gold dust, was

e
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found broken open and empty, close to Dixcove Fort, all my books
being also taken away or destroved.

“ Having stated the principal facts connected with this disgrace-
ful ontrage—facts which I believe can be completely substantiated—
I feel sure the Government of his Majesty the King of the Nether-
jands will, without delay, institute a strict inquiry into all the
circumstances attending it, and after making due reparation for
losses already sustained, will take measures to prevent any repetition

of such wholesale destruction of life and property in their Gold
Coast settlements.

‘A, Swanzy.

122, Cannon-street, Liondon, Sept. 30, 1869.”
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LETTER No. VIIIL

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GRANVILLE, K.G,DCL,

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
&e., &c., &e.

Toe Castie, Care Coasr,

March 12, 15870.
My Lorbp,

The bombardment and destruction of
Dixcove was by no means a happy event for the in-
habitants of the whole Gold Coast, inasmuch as it

created a feeling of universal distrust in the breast

of every individual member of the Gold Coast Pro- '

tectorate, and confirmed the opinion which they had
formed of the pernicious effects of the transfer of
territory, and the handing over of subjects attached
to the flag of England by tradition and universal
appreciation and predilection to the Dutch, with
whom they can never be reconciled.

Just hefore this bombardment, on the 12th June,
1869, Captain Pieter Willen Alvarez, Dutch Com-
mandant, went round the town of Dixcove, with
armed soldiers, and took an account of all the gun-
powder 1n the merchants’ stores, and placed a guard
upon every house supposed to contain it. The mer-

-
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_chants having refused to deliver over to him their
munitions of war, Captain Alvarez, who evidently
was 1n league with the Ahantas, destroyed the town.

The people of Dixcove, who have had a filial

regard for the British Government, rushed down to

Government House at, Cape Coast, and laid their

complaints to the Administrator, requesting him to
interfere and compel the Dutech Government to give
them ample redress for the losses they had sus-
tained. The factory of Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy
was broken into (vide Appendix No. 2), and
property to the amount of £7,998 9s. 7d., for which
he claims compensation, stolen. His Excellency

Governor Nagtglas accounted for the supply

of ammunition to the Ahantas around Dixcove

from information which he had received that King
Affo, in command of the Wassaws, had intended to
invade their territory (Dutch Ahanta), and that they
were to be assisted by the inhabitants of Dixcove.
He expressed his surprise that, during the attack of
Dixcove by the Abantas, assisted by the Dutch
regular forces from the fort of Boutry (who were
armed with breech-loading nfles), and the bombard-
ment by the Fort, the Wassaws did not come to the
assistance of the Dixcoveans. Adequate measures
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were not, however, taken to prove whether these
rumours were based on fact before this ruthless de-
struction of life and property took place.
Whilst these proceedings were going on along
the sea-coast, a movement which will remain im-
mortal in the annals of the Gold Coast was being
prosecuted at Coomassie, the capital of Ashantee.
At the death of Quacoe Duah, late King of
Ashantee, messengers were sent to all the allies of
the kingdom to inform them of the fact, and each
messenger, as he delivered the awful news, was
quickly dispatched into the unknown world to attend |
 upon the deceased monarch. In this case a message
was sent to the King of Elmina, who received the
mournful news with great lamentation, and dis-
patched the unfortunate teller to the region of spirits.
Soon afterwards he sent one of his chiefs, Andor by
name, to the Court of Coomassie to condole with the
nation -for their loss, and to assist in the funeral
obsequies.  After completing his mission, the
- present King of Ashantee sent him back escorted
‘ by several hundred armed men, under command of
Chief Atjiempon, the brother of the late king, by
route of Adwen (Awowen), with a message to the

king of that place to permit them to pass through |‘-.
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his territory. After passing through A&wen, one of
the chiefs of the Amantiful territory detained him
for nearly four months. A great many of the camp
followers returned. From Amantiful they marched
to Asmee, and the French Government permitted
Atjlempon, with three hundred of his followers, to
cross over the river Asmmee to Appoloma. At
Appolonia Atjiempon seems not to have taken that
reckless and bloody fit which marked his further
progress through the Dutch Territory on the Gold
Coast. Leaving Appolonia, one of the newly-trans-
ferred provinces, he proceeded to Axein, a province
which has ever belonged to the Dutch. His first
act, through the instigation of Andor, the Elminan,

was to cut off the tongue of a Fantee resident, and

subsequently his head, in the market place, about
300 yards from the Dutch fort.

After this, wherever he came, he decapitated
every Fantee who might chance to fall into his
hands, so that his name carried terror and conster-
nation to the breast of every Fantee resident in the
Dutch Territory, and they were to be seen flying
helter-skelter from the sea-coast into the interior

provinces of Wassaw and Denkera to escape the

 dreadful knife of the executioner.
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On the 14th November, Mr. Cleaver, agent for
Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, merchants, and Captain
Dale of the merchant brig “ Alligator,” landed at
Axein for the purpose of trading with the natives as

the former had oftentimes done. Atjiempon with
the King of Axein were determined to make them
prisoners, cut off their heads, or compel their
principal to pay a heavy ransom for them ; but the
firmness of the Dutch Commandant, who it might
be worthy of notice had English blood in him,
coupled with the resolute stand made by M.
Cleaver, prevented the carrying into effect their
mischievous intention. For let it be said that
Atjiempon, before he left Coomassie, took an oath
to kill any Englishman he might meet with.
During his bloody march through the SE&-CO{L-Sf;
he killed several of the Fantees whom he

chanced to meet in the towns and willages, and at

Tancoorah two became vietims of his atroecities. |
At Secondee, where there i1s a Dutch fort under

command of a Dutch officer, seven of the Fantee

residents, who had for years resided in Enghish and

Dutch Secondee, and formed connexions there, took |
refuge in the fort, and claimed the protection of B
the Dutch flag from the’ cynical butchery of the

1
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bloodthirsty chief. On the arrival of Atjiempon;
he demanded that the men should be given up, and
accompanied his demand with force, and ultimately
compelled the Dutch Commandant to deliver them
up to him for the express purpose of putting them
to death. And would 1t be believed that the Dutch
Commandant actually delivered these poor victims
to the ruthless hands of the Ashantee? I would cry
credo quic impossibile est, were 1 not In possession
of sufficient testimony on oath to corroborate every
tittle of the statement.*

* Statement of the Ashantee captive, Government House, 13th
Jannary, 1870.—The Chiefs of Cape Coast, Mr. Blankson, and
others, present. Qnacoe Adjapon, captured by the Fantees at
Agoonah, and ransomed by the Government, came down with
Andor (Dutch messenger) and Atjiempon from Coomassie. It is
about nine months or nearly a vear since he left. He came thongh
Amantiful's Territory, and was detained by him at Kunjaboe for
four months. A grear many Ashantees who had come went back.
When they (Atjiempon’s party) came to Axein, they saw the white
men from the ship. Atjiempon svanted to kill them, bat the Duatch
Commandant would not let them, but had great difficulty in pre-
venting them. At Appolonia they did not molest the Fantees, but
at Axein, Andor (the Elmina messenger) told Atjiempon to kill the
Fantces there. He accordingly killed one, and put one in log. He
did the same at every place till he came to Secondee. Previous to
their arrival at Secondee, he killed two at Tancoorah (Taccorary)
Seven Fantees were given up to Atjiempon at Secondee. They were
in the Dutch fort; so he demanded them from the Commandant,
who eventually gave them up to him, and he killed two of them.
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—used the executioner’s knife over the neck of two or

three of these prisoners, besides two other natives
of Cape Coast—viz.,, Enkookoo, whose nose was
first cut off and his jaw-bone carried on his horn

and his skull on his drum, and an aged man by the

name of Reynold, who escaped the horrible ordeal of
torture before being murdered. The rest of the

men escaped this awful fate through the re-
monstrance of Colonel Nagtglas, the Dutch Go-
Vernor.

The news of Atjiempon’s bloody march preceded

him to Elmina, and his approach was a signal for a

general decampment from that place of all its
Fantee residents, even those who had taken up
arms with the Elminas against their confréres of the
same nationality. At Elmina itself—where stand
strong fortifications, bristling with five muzzle and
breech-loading heavy cannons ; where Dutch marines
and Batavian regulars, with their improved rifles, in
vast numbers, occupy every stronghold of the town ;

At Secondee, the Commandant wrote to the Governor, who re-
monstrated with Atjiempon, and requested him to bring the rest to

Elmina, which he did. |
Before me; H. T. UssmEr, Administrator.

This Atjiempon—this rare avis in terris Hollandis _ l_
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where two men-of-war at her roadstead ride at
anchor with their broadsides commanding every por-
tion of the town—even here Atjiempon’s atrocious
acts, and the voice of the dead and dying, cry loudly

for vengeance against the civilized government of
Holland.*

* The following is an account of an attempt on the life of Mr.
W. C. Finlason, of Cape Coast, a creole of Jamaica (white), who
visited Elmina early this year :—

¢ Hamilton House, Cape Coast, March 26, 1870.

“My dear Horton,—In conformity with your request of this
date, I send yon the following account of the cowardly attack made
on me by the ignorant King of Elmind, aided by the barbarous and
cruel captain of Ashantee, named Atjiempon, on the night of the
12th instant, whilst on a visit to Elmina, by invitation of Mr.
George E. Eminsang, a member of the Dutch Legislative Council
at that place.

“I left Cape Coast on the 11th instant by the British barque
¢ Albert” (Captain WWebber). On the 12th we arrived at Elmina,
and about four o'clock p.m. I landed, and proceeded to Mr.
Eminsang’s hotel. After dinner I proposed to Captain Webber
and Mr. Eminsang that we shonld go for a walk; and just as we
were going out & lot of the King-of Elmina’s people rushed in, and
wanted to know what I was doing in Elmina, and desired that I
should go to the king's house. Mr. Eminsang, unauthorized by me,
told the messengers that we were going for a walk, and, as it was
moonlight, we would call in and see the king if possible. We then
proceeded on our walk about eight o’clock p.x. The first honse I
visited was the Hon. Mr. Molenar’s, After being there a quorter of
an hour we proceeded to Mrs. Charlotte Bartels’, one of the most
respectable ladies of Elmina. 'We had not been there half an hoar _
before the same men who came to Mr. Eminsang’s rushed in, and
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Q,lla.bina. Otoo, a native of Sra:ﬂ'ah, in British
Fantee, stated amongst other things before the
Administrator of the Gold Coast, Mr. Ussher, and
the chiefs and captains of Cape Coast, on the 10th
January last, that six of them (Fantees) were re-

asked Mr. Eminsang why I had. not come to the king’s house.
Mr. Eminsang ofiered some explanation, which did not seem to
please the men, and they went away. In ten minutes they retorned,
with an imperative order for me to proceed to the king’s house at
once, and dared me to refuse at my peril. Idid refuse; and told them
that I was a white man, and, what was more, I was not a Fantee, and
consequently I would obey no one but the Governor of Elmina.
This message, I presume, was taken to the King of Elmina, who,
in less than half an hour, roshed into Mrs. Bartels’ house with all
his people, and after a few moments’ silence commenced to accuse
me of writing against the Elminas in the 4frican Times, and also
with being secretary to the Fantee Confederation at Mankessimn,
and consequently I was an enemy to the Elminas, and that I only
came there to act as a spy against them. I indignantly repudiated
the whole of his accusations, and assured Lim Le was in error, and
that I never once wrote against him or his peeople; that all I ever
wrote was in their favour. He then gave me the lie, and accom-
panied it with a lot of low vulgar Fantee abuse. I then considered
it expedient to treat all he said with contempt. At this time the
people began to gather in hundreds round the house, and at the
hour of twelve o'clock at night a drum was sounded, which was
the signal for a general burst of yellng and weeping by Mrs.
Bartels and all her people. I inquired what was the reason of all
this, when I was told that the Ashantee captain’s death-drom had
sounded, and that was the signal for me to lose my head. My
friend Captain Webber, who was with me, got into a fearful state
of excitement ; and I immediately took off my wateh and chain and
handed it to him to keep, so that I might at least have a fight
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siding at Adjuapenin, a village in close proxim 1ty to
Elmina, and when they heard of Atjiempon’s ap-
proach, they endeavoured to make their escape to

Cape Coast in three canoes. ‘They' were chased by
two canoes from Elmina ; they captured the canoe

before parting with that most necessary part of my body. In a
few moments I saw a yonng, handsome fellow with a knife and a
bludgeon. This was the executioner; and I got up from my chair
as he advanced to me, and, holding a good-sized stick in my hand,
I defied him to advance. " During this critical moment, when all
hope seemed to have fled, the bugle soanded, and in an instant a
Datch officer stepped in the hall, with his drawn sword, and called
out for me. I immediately made my exit from the savage King of
Elmina and his bloody friend Atjiempon, who appeared perfectly
dumbfounded at my sudden release. Immediately on my going to
the bottom of the steps I found 150 soldiers with fixed bayonets
ready to escort me to the fort, which I reached about half-past
twelve o'clock. I was taken to the Secretary, Major Le Jeune,
who most kindly and hospitably entertained me. The next day
the Governor told me I could leave Elmina at ten o’clock if I liked,
and that he wounld give me an escort to tie landing-place. I gladly
accepted his Excellency’s kind offer, and accordingly, under an
escort of 200 soldiers, T was taken to the landing-place, and
escorted by Captain Alvarez, a Dutch officer, on board the
¢ Albert’ in the Government boat. On the 16th the Commodore
of the Dutch man-of-war ‘Koopman’ took me to Cape Coast,
where I landed. feeling indeed grateful to an overruling Providence
for the narrow escape I had met with. Mrs. Bartels’ great in-
fluence kept these savage wretches from earrying out their bloody
deed for nearly an hour, To her and the Governor and the officers
of Elmina I owe a deep debt of gratitude.—Y ours sincerely,

“Wu Cuas. FINxLASON.”
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in which be was, the others, however, escaped. His 3
uncle was killed in cold blobd, and his head was
brought and placed in his hand ; his mother was

beaten with clubs to death. It was determined by

Atjiempon that he should be killed, but fortunately
for him he slipped off the log which secured his
hand, and made his escape into the bush. This was

not an 1solated case at this time, as many of the

Fantees were beaten to death with clubs at Elmina.
Complaints were every day brought to the Ad-
ministrator of the English Gold Coast by relatives '.

of those who had been murdered in cold blood, and

the kings and chiefs complained most bitterly of the

conduct of the Dutch Government and the Elmi-

nans, so that Mr. Ussher dispatched a letter to his

Excellency Colonel Nagtglas, enclosing copies of all
the affidavits and declarations made before himself
and other justices of the ﬁeace of the settlement
relative to the murders which had been committed
on British subjects or persons under British«pro-
tection in Dutch territory, and also the infamous
march of Atjiempon from Appolonia to Elmina ;
and expressed hopes that his Excellency would inflict

condign punishment upon the Ashantee chieftain and
h13 PBOPI% as a warning to others attampm to agt. -*
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- In a similar manner. He informed him that at Cape
Coast he saw the Dutch sergeant of police walking
freely, unarmed, in the most crowded portion of the
town without molestation ; that at present several
persons, natives of Elmina, were residing at Cape
Coast, and when from the conduct of the Elminans
on their countrymen attempts were made to molest
- them, prompt and efficient measures were used to
repress 1t ; that early in 1868, when the Fantees
took up arms against Elmina, Quassie Ferocoo was
murdered by his own brother Cromantines* for re-
fusing to go to war against Elmina ; that he, the
Administrator, dispatched a large force to that
place, seized the perpetrators of the act, and sen-
tenced them to severe punishment from the king
downwards ; that at this present moment there were
at Cape Coast 30 Ashantees, who walk about the
town unmolested and happy.

Colonel Nagtglas was indignant with Atjiempon
for his unwarranted conduct towards the peaceful
~ Fantee residents in the Dutch terntory, and refused
to grant him audience ;—but for ouly a few days; for

* The Cromantines were people lately transferred from the

Dutch to the English rule.
: 1
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such is the desire of keeping up friendly relations

with the arbitrary potentate at Coomassie that

nothing further was done to him. He enjoyed and
__ is still enjoying unlimited liberty and licence at
E Elmina. 2

My Lord, the question now arises—What H‘_'
been the result of the convention for the exchange ©
of territory between the English and the Dutch =

f Governments on the Gold Coast ?

1st. It has led to a vast increase of the revenue
of the two Governments ; and whilst the expen-
diture of the English on their oificials has not
materially been increased, that of the Dutch has
been increased tenfold. : §

ond. It has established a compact Government
along the sea-coast of the British possession ; but
a state of disquietude, unhappiness, disruption, and
unsettled government in the Dutch sza-board towns.

3rd. It has led to the formation of a CoNFEDE-
raATION of all the kings of the interior of the British |
Protectorate for social improvement and muf:ﬂal:
support, offensive and defensive, loyal to the G’B-l
vernment of the sea-coast. In the Dutch interior, a
defiance and hatred of the Dutch rule by the interior 3

tnbea (Wassaws and Denkeras) whe ha,vg .mst beeng.'
: s .;,.’fi
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transferred ; a readinessto take up arms against the
E Dutch ; a state of feverish excitement and uncer-
¥ L tainty as to their future condition, and the formation
- of an alliance with the Fantee Confederation,
- offensive and defensive, against the Dutch and the
~ Ashantees. v
" 4th. Tt has produced peace, quietness, and pros-

perity in all the towns handed over by the Dutch
- to the Enghsh rule ; but insurrection, followed by
~ bombardment and destruction, of the important and
- flourishing towns handed over to the Dutch.
5th. It has afforded protection to the Elminas and
.~ Ashantees residing at Cape Coast and other parts
" under British rule ; but led to cold-blooded murder
of the Fantees who had made Elmina their home,
~ as well as those who had intended to end their days
in British Ahanta, now transferred to Dutch rule.

6th. It has led to a future of perpetual disruption
- and loss of influence over the potentate at Coomassic
by the British authority; it has brought that
l potentate and the Dutch Government into a closer
~ union and a more friendly relationship.
| I have the honour to be,

Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant,

: J. A. B. HORTON, M.D.
- . 12
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LETTER No. IX

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GRANVILLE, K.G, D.C.L,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
&e., &e., &c.

Cape Coast Casrre, 3

; May 2, 1870. ©

My Lorbp, : L4
As this will be my concluding letter on

the affairs of the Gold Coast Settlement, it is
necessary that I should give you a birds-eye view
description of the exact state of this settlement, and
its relation with swrrounding independent tribes.
At the western boundary of the Gold Coast, on
the borders of Asinee, there are at present 5,000
armed men from the King of Ashantee imploring
in vain the French Government for passage through
that country to the Dutch provinces on the sea-
coast. Appolonia, which at the time of the transfer
was partly in favour of the Dutch Government and
partly against it (vide Letter L.), is now suffering
from the ravages of a civil war. The Bainyeans, who
refused to accept the Dutch flag at the very com-

7
mencement, and whose town was bombarded by the

Dutch ship-of-war, have called to their assistance
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~ the King of Wassaw, and several engagements have

taken place between them and the Attawaboans ;
the cry of the combined army being to plant again
the British flag in the whole of the province of
Appolonia. The Dutch Commandant of Appolonia
has deserted the place, removed his men and stores,
handed over the key of the fort to the King of

o
Attawaboe, and marched to Axim, leaving the

natives to settle their dispute in the best way they
can. Axim and Ahanta, with the exception of Dix-
cove, which was so recently bombarded, and now
reduced to extremities, are for the Dutch. The
Wassaws, Chufuls, and Denkeras, interior tribes,
have not accepted the Dutch flag, and repudiate the
treaty placing them under Dutch rule. The Com-
mendahs are still in open hostilities with the Dutch ;
although driven into the interior they continue a
guerilla warfare with them. At Elmina things are
in a most unsatisfactory state; that bloody
Ashantee chieftain, Atjiempon, has committed out-
rageous murders on peaceful inhabitants without
any assignable cause.* The Elminas, influenced by

Atjiempon, crossed the Sweet River (boundary line

* The murder of Mr. Emissang’s serf in the neighbourhood of
Elwina.
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between British and Dutch territory), made a raid
on Fantee territory, attacked, pillaged, and burnt to i
the ground a Cape Coost village, and marched to :.
within ‘three and a half miles of Cape Coast Town,
and then retired. The whole of the Fantee tribes

are loyal to the British Government, but, seeing

that the Coast Government has done nothing

__, Wi A -
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towards their social and physical improvement, they
have united in forming a government of their own,
subject, however, to the orders of the British
authority on the sea-coast. The provinces comprise
Assim, Abrah, or Abakrampah, Inguah, Anamaboe,
Mankessim, Ajimacoo, Dominassie, Akumfie, Akim
(eastern and western), and Goomoor. The in-

habitants of Cape Coast and Moree are now

encamped on the borders of the Sweet River, with
the object of preventing a similar raid on Fantee
| land.

In the eastern, or Accra district of the Gold
Coast, affairs are even worse than in the western.

The combined army of Ashantees, Aquapims, and

Awoonahs, have made themselves masters of the
passes of the river Volta, and have entirely stopped
trade through that channel. The indefatigable
native general, Domprey, has kept them in check,
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- and prevented them from becoming masters of the |

| - western bank. Last month a convoy, composed of

ninety-five men, sent with ammunition to him, fell
~ into an ambuscade ; they were attacked and almost

cut to pieces. The whole of the people in the Acera

- district are now on thé move to the Volta. His

. Excellency the Administrator, H. T. Ussher, Esq.,
~ left Cape Coast on the 25th April for the disturbed

district, in one of the Lagos colonial steamers. He

intends to ascend the river Volta, accompanied by a

few of the Lagos Housa irregulars and thirteen
~ rank and file of the 1st West India Regiment. He
will endeavour to bring the refractory chiefs to

reason either by conciliatory measures or, if neces-

£ sary, by the use of force, and show them that he is

determined to open up that great artery to the
interior of the Gold Coast, the river Volta, and to
maintain in her a steamer for the protection of
commerce.

There are a few subjects connected with the
government of the Gold Coast which I will take the
liberty of bringing before your lordship, and the

3 proper consideration of which will tend to establish

"‘ that peace and concord on the whole of this Coast,
} which is so necessary for i7= development and im-
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provement. These I will consider under five heads, 1 i
—viz.: I. The Administratorship of the Gold Coast; b #
II. The Settlement of the Dutch Question; IIIL.
Improvement in the Educational Department ; IV. =
The Gold Coast Militia; V. The Fantee Con-“f .

federation.

I. TaE ADpMINISTRATORSHIP oF THE (Gorp CoAsT.

~ Unlike all the other Governments on the West-
ern Coast of Africa, that of the Gold Coast is in-
fluenced by many surrounding circumstances which
make it the most difficult of them all, and require
great tact and magnanimity in the executive. Its
close proximity to the settlement of a very small
European Power, whose policy of government 1s
totally different from that of the British ; its posi-
tion on the sea-coast, in front of a powerful potent- |
ate, who has a compact Government, and who
regards the people under British Protectorate with
hatred ; 1its commerce being almost wholly de-
pendent on that interior tribe—the Ashantees—who
are always at war with them, and who consequently
have the power of putting a check to the wants and
requireﬁents of the commercial population an
the British territory; its inhabitants, claiming
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- British protection, but disclaiming themselves as

British subjects, each regarding himself as an inde-
pendent individual in alliance with the British
Government ;—these circumstances make the Gold
Coast by no means an easy Government. Besides,
the extent of country 'is so large, the views and

wishes of the people in each province so different,

- the difficulty of access to the country so great, the

orders for non-intervention which the Adminis-
trators are constantly receiving from the Home
Authorities are so general, and matters of importance
within the Protectorate are so frequently arising re-
quiring prompt, decisive, and immediate action, that
it is no wonder that the Gold Coast Government is
considered by men of experience as a trying ordeal
for one who is appointed to fill the important
post of head of the executive there.

The Governor or Administrator of the Gold
Coast should be a man of tact, resolution, and great
independence. Whilst firm in his decision, which
should only.be arrived at after matured consideration,
he should be most magnanimous and conciliatory to
the inhabitants over whom he exercises supreme

authority. He should be a man who, by long
experience in the manners, customs, and habits of
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quate judgment as to the measures necessary to

avert internal disturbance, and to give them a gene-

ralized conception of the interest the Home Govern-

ment has always manifested, and will still continue

to manifest, towards their advancement. He should = =

be an official Nelson ; not a pedantic martinet, but
one who would dare to disobey from a paramount
sense of duty.

I verily believe, my Lord, that in the govern-
ment of a semi-barbarous race, where the aim is to

bring up the governed rapidly to advancement in

2

‘R

01,

industrial pursuits, education, and general social

condition, « little despotism s absolutely necessary,
But 1t must be understood that this despotism must
not be used for the exertion of uncalled-for arbitrary
power, which an intelligent race might think, simply
from its superior intelligence, 1t ought to exact over
the other as being less informed. But it should be
more on principles of equity, having this object in
view—the material advancement of the people. It
will, however, be a most deplorable thing for any
Government if this little despotism is exercised
for revenge, or for the purpose of saﬁsfﬁng private

pique.

|
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P TL Tre SeTTLEMENT or THE DUTCHE QUESTION.

. Events have now taken such a fearful turn in the
- Government of the Gold Coast, that nothing but a
- complete transformation of the mode of governing

the Dutch territory can lead to a happy conclusion

of the difficulties hanging over the political atmos-
phere of the settlement. Xvery day the difficulties

of the question become more and more apparent.

- The insubordination of even the Elminas to the
- direct commands of the Dutch Government, or their

- tardy obedience to its rule ; the atrocities of the few

A shantees who have found their way into the Dutch
eapital, unparalleled in the civilized history of the
Gold Coast ; and the enormous expenditure which
the Dutch Government at the Hague are, through
the unsettled state of the country, bound to keep up
—are sufficient @ priori arguments to prove that the

- present state of the Gold Coast politics is untenable.

There are two courses’ opened to the Dutch
Government—viz. :—
First—To declare against Ashantee, and induce

- their subjects to enter into an alliance with the

| Fantee, offensive and defensive.

Second—To get rid of their possessions in the best
possible way.
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It is not likely that the Dutch Government nor
their subjects would break up their alliance with .,?

I_ -
Ashantee, which from time immemorial has been =

i

]

cemented through various phases of struggles which
the Ashantees have had with the Coast tribes.
The Dytch Fantees or Ashantees would rather
maintain the statu quo as long as they are under the
Dutch flag ; the first course is consequentlv not
easily admissible,

The second course is the only one by whick the
Dutch will be able to close their affairs on this coast
honourably. They may come to terms for the sale of
their possessions either to the English, French, or =
North German Confederation. If sold to the
English, we shall have under command the whole of
the Gold Coast, with the exception of a small
portion to the westward, now cccupied by the
French ; and, with the judicicus supply of custom
officers, the revenue will be wvastly increased, so
that from being now between £20,000 to £30,000 a
year, we can safely reckon, when trade in the in-
terior is opened, on from £70,000 to £100,000. We
shall then be able to bring the Ashantees to terms
more easily and readily than before. But the

material advancement of the Coast would be ex- v




Losplel

LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST. 141

“ceedingly slow ; the field would be too large for the

means of ‘improvement at the Administrator’s com-
mand, a scattered machinery would most hLkely be
put to work, and the result would be unsatisfactory.

If sold to the French, they would have a con-
tinuous possession from' Assinee to the Sweet River,
a country of unknown mineral wealth. They would
disdain to uphold the pretensions of Ashantee; and
such is my knowledge of them in the Senegambia,
that I most assuredly believe they would quickly
form an alliance with our Government &ga.i;lst any
native Government, and would put down within a
very short time the waywardness of the Elminas.
The Wassaws and Denkeras would submit to
their dictation, they would open roads into the
interior to the boundary of Ashantee, and the capital
of Ashantee—Coomassie—would soon fall into their
hands. They would improve the country and
people, make good Catholics of the latter, put down
their barbarous customs, and teach them the
mechanical arts. Indeed their occupation, if mea-
sured by the improvements accomplished by them
at Daka, near Goree, only lately annexed by the
French Government, would be of immense advan-

tage to the Gold Coast. :
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If sold to the North German Confederation there
will be three powers within a coast line of only 300 : :
miles (as it at present is), whose interests would
differ greatly. The Germans are a hard-working -‘
plodding race. Whilst they would have very little
to do with Ashantee, they would not join so readily
with the English as the French wouvld to oppose
them. Not being a colonizing Governmens:, their

measures would be experimental ; the interior tribes
would not take very easily with them ; they would,
however, develop the resources of the interior, the
gold mines of Wassaw and Denkera would be profit-
ably worked, and there would be a great number of
German emigrants, which would be of great advan-

tage to the country.

III. InproVEMENT IN THE EDUCATIONAL DEPART-
MENT.

The greatest want on the Gold Coast is proper
educational establishments; the present schools are
lamentably deficient, and it is of the greatest im-
portance to know that the subject has the sympathy
of the Administrator,* who has now set on foot

* Letter from Dr. Horton to H T. Ussher, Esq., Admmmiﬂtﬁr,
with reply s=—

My dear Governor,—Permit me tvo offer mmymmthnh B
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certain measures by which the standard can be

greatly improved. His Excellency has requested
the Rev. Thos. Maxwell, Acting Colonial Chaplain,
and myself, to draw up a scheme for establishing a
good school on the Gold Coast, calculated to afford
encouragement to the Fantees for sending their
children for education there, and the following
scheme will be laid before him on his return from
his trip on the Volta, viz. :—

1.. That a Government Day School be organized
in each of the four principal seaport towns—viz.,
Cape Coast, Anamaboe, Winnebah, and Accra.

2. That an Academy be formed at Cape Coast,
under the auspices of the Government, for the more
advanced pupils, who should be drafted from the
Day Schools, and that the Academy be opened to the
public.

3. That well-trained teachers or schoolmasters be
secured, after due examination, from the Gold
Coast, Sierre Leone, or elsewhere, who should be

liberally paid by the Government.
4. That the Principal of the Academy be a man

for the liberal subscription yon have made for yourself and for the
Government over which you preside on behalf of the work which 1
am about to publish. This leads me to bring to your Excellency’s
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who has had experience in the training and bringing -
up of youths, and that his salary be from £200 to
£250 a-year.

5. That the Academy be made to furnish efficient
schoolmasters for the outposts in the Protectorate. ,
6. That a Board of Education, composed of
Government officials and merchants, be formed, any .
member of which Board should wisit the School at
- any time, and report in a book, kept for that pur-
pose, the condition of the School.

7. That in the Day Schools the principal studies

notice certain recommendations, which I have long ago considered
will meet with your approbation, relative to certain improvements in
one of the most important branches of this Government—I mean
the Educational Department. There is at present in the Grammar
School at Freetown, Sierra Leone, a native tutor who was educated
in England, and who is well conversant with the approved method
of teaching. He has a general knowledge of the rudimentary
studies necessary for bringing up young persons, as well as of
Greek, Latin, and mathematics. I have been speaking to the Rev.
Thos. Maxwell relative to the lamentable state of the schools here,
which is mainly due to the want of efficient schoolmasters. and he
spoke very highly of this tutor, Mr. Bowen, who he aiso said
would be glad to exchange his present position for another more
advantageous and lucrative. His companion, whilst in England, a
Mr. Kates, is now Government schoolmaster at the Gambia,
employed by Major Braoo, the Administrator ; and I think, if yonr =~
Excellency would consider the suggestion worthy of the good of the
country, the services of Mr. Bowen can be secured to commences

¥
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taught should be English grammar, arithmetic,

- reading, spelling, geography, writing, and dictation.

8. That in the Higher School the subjects for
education should include, besides grammar and

"geography, the rudiments of Latin and Greek, Eu-

clid, geometry, botany, mineralogy, and music.
9. That there should be appointed an Inspector

of Schools, who should report once or twice a-year

as to the condition of each School. That the
Administrator instruct the Commandant of each

substantial Government school here, under the superintendence of
the chaplain of the colony.—I am, &e.,
Arricaxvs Horronx.

REPLY.]
Government House, April 21, 1870.

My dear Dr. Horton,—The subject of schoolsis one that has
long had my sympathy. Although I am the head of the Executive
here, no one knows and recognizes better than myseli the very low
standard existing here in that respect. I bad a long talk with Mr,
Maxwell on the subject. I propose introducing into the cstimates
for 1871 a large grant towards educational purposes, certainly not
less than 1,000%. to begin with, and more if requisite. I have asked
the Acting Colonial Chaplain to furnish me, on my return from the
Volta, with full suggestions as to the best scheme for establishing a
good school here, which should be of a higher class than hitherto, and
also calculated to afford encouragement to the Fantees to send their
children. If during my absence you wonld like to talk to Mr. Max-

_ ~well and draw up & scheme with him, it shall receive my best atten«

tion.—Very truly yours, H. T. UssHER.
K
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'District, and that of the Academy in writing and

Commeons, in explanation of the reduction in M

district to have a general supervision over the

Schools 1n his command.
10. That there be two Sessions for the Academy

and Day Schools, one to commence on the first

Rl

Monday in July and terminate on the second
Monday in December, and the other to commence
on the third Monday in January, and terminate on
the first Monday in June.

11. That at the termination of each Session a
public examination should be held in all the Schools,
that of the Day Schools in wive voce, under the =
superintendence of the Civil Commandant of the

i o R e -
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wvea voce, and that the public be invited to attend.

I have no doubt that these propositions will meet
with the attention and support of Mr. Ussher, and,
if effectually carried out, a glorious future awaits
this special department of the Gold Coast Govern-

ment. A
IV. Tae Gorp Coast Miurrra.

Rumours are afloat tha.tmthm a very short
period of time, the troops serving on the Gold
Coast would be indefinitely withdrawn; and Mr.
Cardwell's speech of March 3rd, in the House of
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military forces in general, and the 3rd West India
Regiment in particular, stated that the present
Governor-in-Chief, whilst in England in October
last, informed your ILordship and himself that

“ what two regiments could not do five years ago,

two companies were able to do at present, and that
but for a temporary interruption of tranquillity
between the Dutch and some blacks in the neigh-
bourhood of the Gold Coast, he would have been
perfectly content with those two companies only at
Sierra Leone.” There is, therefore, a very great
presumptive reason to suppose that, should the
Dutch difficulties be removed, the troops would be
withdrawn entirely from the Gold Coast.

At present the Administrator’s hands are so tied
down, that the military are an expensive ornament
to him, because their movements, for even defensive
purposes, are accompanied with so many respon-
sibilities, that their assistance was scarcely ever
asked for in cases of disturbances not within the
precincts of the barracks; so that a good native
force, under the pay of the Colonial Government
(local) and command of the Administrator, will be
of more service to him. It is true that the troops

bring a large quantity of cash to the country, and
K 2
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act as a check to any offensive movement by the |
native tribes.on the Government of the sea-coast, ',
but for all other purposes they are of very little use
to the cclony. 1

The Local Government ought now to be on the
alert, and commence to embody and train up a
number of men who would form the Gold Coast
Militia, to replace the troops whenever the time for
their withdrawal shall arrive. It isat present under
contemplation to enlist a number of Lagos Housas
to serve on the Gold Coast. Without doubt, those
Housas which are met with in the Lagos irregular

force are a fine and trustworthy body of men

They require to be treated with scrupulous care and
attention before they can agree to serve as soldiers ;
and as a local corps on the Gold Coast, where the
living and habits of the people are very different
from what they are accustomed to, unless they are

very much attached to the person of the Adminis- |

trator, they would be found to be insubordinate and
useless, and would entail grea,t trouble and expenso
to the local authority.

- The Gold Coast Mﬂ.ltm, to answer the purposes
for which they would be enlisted, must be composed
of free Fantees. The Administrator should abtum:
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ten or more picked men from every province of the
Gold Coast under the Protectorate, who should be-
liberally treated; not be kept to strict military
discipline, but allowed greater liberties. They
should be drilled in Fantee, officered by Europeans
and natives, and taught bush fighting. When this
18 accomplished, the Administrator can with ease

dispense with the services of the troops.

V. Tee FAxTEE CONFEDERATION.

The political constitution of the interior tribes on
the Gold Coast is of a very primitive order, and
their social organization resembles most closely the
feudal system of Europe in the middle ages. A
king is acknowledged, who in former years exercised
the most unbounded authority as feudal lord, re-
taining paramount right or dominicum directum
over the life and property of all the wealthiest
nobles or caboceers of his kingdom. Under the
kings are powerful chiefs (barons) and princes of the
blood, who exercise considerable authority over their
vassals, lev;v taxes, command a division (cohort) of
the army,: undertake distant expeditions, receiving
under their protection inferior chiefs or free families
who are wealthy, but who do not possess sufficient
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chiefs. These families consent to hold their pro-
perty and estate as their feudatories, and may be re-

|

although not wealthy, have considerable influence ﬂ,

garded as the inferior nobility of the ancient feudal
states. Then come the free inhabitants, who,
in the country; these people are dependent on or :_
claim vassalage to powerful feudal caboceers for
protection. Then come the real vassals or serfs
(villicus), who cultivate the land, and who are gene-
rally slaves received into the inheritance of a feudal
caboceer (baron) or their vassals, \

Before the English became influential on the
Gold Coast, this feudal system was carried on toa
very high degree. The feudal kingdoms were con-
glomerations of many heterogeneous states, who
acknowledged .a king as their feudal lord, and he, 2
on his part, was to a considerable extent a vassal of
the powerful King of Ashantee. But since the
English Government has had a complete hold on the
sea-coast towns, and made the feudal lords or kings
independent of the Ashantee potentate, as well as
since it has exercised considerable influence over the

institutions of each feudal kingdom, a universal '_

» A
.
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spirit of disaffection and sedition reigns in the
interior ; the influence of each regal Government
has -declined in a very considerable degree ; each
feudal-baron or chief, according to his strength,
power, and audacity, finding that he is not de-
pendent on the king or feudal lord, but the kings
on him, according to the number of vassals under
his command, pays but very little attention to
his orders, in many cases, In fact, defying him
openly. In many places the king is deprived of
all regal power, and his retinue or comutatus is of
the poorest order, and even the external honour of
royalty 1s but meagrely accorded him. Internel
convulsions without much viclence are not un-
frequent ; and now a state of agitation exists in
the interior; the feudal system 1s tottering to its
foundation ; a more enlightened Government is
carnestly demanded by even the nominal feudal
lords or kings and the wealthy caboceers (barons)
and people. But the people are most woefully
deficient in the two essential elements of real liberty
and the means of having a settled order of things—
viz., education and industry.

If the Government of the interior tribes is to be

continued in the very unsatisfactory and undefined



N R S

- 152 LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST.

R R R R R R R R O R R R R R R R R B SRS =R, = Fmee s e ™ em e

manner in which it has been carried on for the last
century by the Government on the coast, it wall |
take more than three hundred years to bring it to-
that state of political civilization which will fit =
them for independence after fully shaking off the
yoke of their feudal lords. And I hazard the 4
opinion, my Lord, that if the regeneration and civi- .~
lization of the fine race of interior tribes is to be |
left to the present system of Coast Government, it |
will certainly take another hundred years to infuse
only the germ of civilization amongst them and to

enlichten them in the true principles of a civilized
Government. Examining the country in the light
which T have had the honour to bring before your
Lordship, i1t will be conceived that nothing but
narrow-minded prejudice or low servility to prin-
ciples and policies of government already exploded
since the conclusion of the ill-fated Ashantee war ,.
can induce any one to hamper any legitimate, loyal,
and democratic measures tending to improve the
tribes in the interior. -3
I do not believe, my Lord, that any European
Government can effect this improved state of things
in the interior without an enormous outlay, and

we natives of the Coast believe your Lordship p&*—
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3 sonally, and the Government of Her Majesty the

~ Queen, whose Secretary of the Colonies you are,

hail with delight any loyal, legitimate, and approved
means employed by the natives of the Coast to
further any political improvement amongst their
countrymen, so as not only to relieve the Imperial
exchequer from its heavy outlay, but also to lessen
the awful responsibility of"the Home Government
on matters relating to so distant and unhealthy a
colony. That means, in the interior of the Gold
Coast, is the formation of a Confederation of all
their kings, recognizing one person of influence as
their superior, and organizing a constitutional Go-
vernment, loyal to the British sea-coast Govern-
ment.

The Fantee Confederation, as I have stated in
my Letter No. 11., sprung into existence soon after
the exchange of territory between the English and
Dutch Governments, and its main object is to
advance the interests of the whole of the Fantee
nation, and to combine for offence and .defence in
time of war; the tentative manner in which it has
been carried on for nearly two years, and the
influence and power which it had over the kings in
the interior, especially when not hampered by petty
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annoyances from the sea-coast Government, is a
sufficient guarantee that it is the most needful and .
necessary constitution to advance the civilization of
the interior tribes, which, if left dependent on the
narrow and limited Government of the sea-coast,
will remain in utter barbarism. It is, therefore, the
anxious wish of every civilized native of the Gold
Coast, who has the interest of his country at heart,
that in this agitated political state of the interior, a
great desideratum to their country would be to get
a Codex Constitutionum from the British Govern-

ment on the sea-coast, defininz their powers, giving

them extensive latitude to improve the interior,

without their President, or whatever the head of the
Government might be called, being subjected to
constant humiliation by being ordered up to Cape
Coast ; in fact, so as to give “ stability, distinctness,
and extent to principles before unsettled, indefinite,
and limited in their operations ;” such laws as would
form the basis of further political devevelopment.
The Fantee Confederation is necessary to be
established as a compact Government of the Fantee
First. Because in a dispatch from the Right
Hon. Edward Cardwell, when Secretary of State

i

=

e

w —




LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST. 155

for the Colonies, to the éovernment of Cape Coast
in 1864, after the disastrous and ill-fated Ashantee
expedition, the kings were ordered to be told that
they were not to receive protection in future from the
British Government. Lieutenant-Governor Conran,
in a despatch to the Secretary of State for the
Colomes, dated 7th October, 1865, informed him
that he had put up a notice defining the limits
of British territory to a distance of a cannon shot
or five miles from each castle or fort, so as to bring
the natives within our laws, and check lawlessness
amongst them, but not interfering with domestic
slavery. Mr. Cardwell, in a reply dated November,
1865, distinetly informed him that he was “unable
to approve the step which he,” Colonel Conran,
“had taken in declaring the territory within five
miles of eight separate British forts to be British
territory,” and requested him to “recall the notice
in which he had done it;” and in a subsequent
despatch, dated December 22nd, 1865, he expressly
told him to “avoid any expression,” in any notice
issued by him, “which bore the appearance of
extended jurisdiction over territory at the Gold

Coast.”
Second. Because the Confederation will- in no
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way interfere with the British authority on the sea-
coast, but-will aid greatly in putting down cruel T'“:* |
punishments and exactions which are practised by
native interior chiefs.

Third. Because it will form a compact governing
body, composed of men of intelligence, protecting the
boundary line on the frontier of Ashantee, their im-
placable enemy, and capable of exhibiting such
force as would resist any attempt at invasion.

Fourth. Because the Coast Government has done
nothing, nor is it likely to do anything in years to
come, towards the improvement of the interior
towns. ‘

Fifth. Because in all previous invasions of the
Fantee territory, the Ashantee forces, since the
battle of Doodoowah in 1822, have cunningly
avolded the sea-coast towns where British troops
are stationed, but have ravaged the interior towns ;
and there being no compact governing body, and no
superior leader, the Ashantee forces have succeeded
in destroying each province in detail.

Surcth. Because the Dutch Government is an
‘ally of the constant enemy of the Fantees—the
Ashantees; and the exchange of territory, if accepted
by the Wassaws and Denkeras in the interior of '
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the Dutch sea-coast towns, will open a high road
mmmediately for the Ashantees, which would give
them considerable power over-the Fantee nation,
and would lead to constant trouble on the sea-coast.
That the Wassaws and Denkeras, who had thrown
off the yoke of Ashantee for the flag of England,
having refused to accept the Dutch flag, and having

made overtures to the Fantee nation, who are
composed of innumerable kings governing various
provinces, to form an alliance with 1t, it was abso-
lutely necessary that there should be a central
Government, from which there should proceed the
wishes of the nation from recognized and approved
authority.

Seventh. Because the Coast Government declines
oiving sufficient and adequate protection to those
who might attempt to develop the mineral re-

sources of the country, by placing officers of the peace

in the districts or provinces where the diggings are

worked, so as to prevent the chiefs from molesting
them, as the chiefs in the interior exhibit very
little respect towards the interference of the Go-
vernment on the coast in their social arrangements,
unless the Governor is able to march troops into

their provinces and compel the execution of his orders.
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Eighth.—Because wars have broken out in the in-
terior towns in the neighbourhood of the towns on the

sea-coast ; the country has been invaded by hostile

tribes ; treaties signed and sealed by these hostile
tribes with the British authority have been broken ;
and no physical force was sent by the Governor (nor
by orders can he do so) to quell the disturbance, but
guns and ammunition were given to the natives,
who ‘were left to do the best they could to repel the
invaders.

Ninth. Because education and industrial pursuits

have never been encouraged by the authorities on

the Coast amongst the interior tribes, and thereis no

reason to believe that they will ever be encouraged.
Consequently it requires the interior tribes to
organize a body of men who will give the subject
that attention and consideration which it deserves,
without, however, interfering with the Coast
authorities.

Tenth. Because the Gold Coast is considered by
the Home authorities as an expensive Protectorate,
the authority of the Brtish Government is limited
to a very great extent to the sea-coast towns,-and
the people still maintain their time-honoured

customs and practices, which, although in direct -

+'|
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opposition and repugnant to the British Colonial
Constitution, are tolerated and allowed free latitude.
That in the interior the CoastGovernment cannot
put down the more abominable practices; and a
native Government, whose authority is recognized
and accepted by all the kings, will have a great deal
more power to put them down. |

These are, my Lord, the reasons which I am able
to discover, and which, if carefully considered by an
unprejudiced mind, will be regarded as sufficient in-
ducement to give the Fantee Confederation all the
support requisite for 1ts compact formation.

Since the formation of the present Confederation
the whole of the Fantee nation has been combined
under one Government, whose status, although 1ill-
defined, carries great weight and influence amongst
the interior tribes. It forms a representative body,
to whom the various tribes who are anxious to
become allies of the Fantee race have been able to
communicate their wishes. It is the pivot of
national unity, headed by intelligent men, to whom

a great deal of the powers of the kings and chiefs
are delegated, and whose advice would have con-

siderable weight and power. Through it the whole
of the Fantee race, numbering some 400,000 souls,
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can now, for the first time, boast of a national
assembly, in which have congregated not only
various kings and chiefs in scattered provinces, far

and wide, but also the intelligence of Fantee-

land. It makes the King of Ashantee for the first
time throw off his supercilious disregard of the
formerly disunited Fanfee race, and tremble for
the safety of his kingdom. When the Confederate
tribes menaced it with the weight and power of their
combined army, even the King of Ashantee felt
the influence of the Confederation, and sent con-
ciliatory messages to its Court at Mankessim. It
enables the whole of the Fantee race to possess a
national purse, by which it is enabled in time of war
to supply each province with means for the purchase
of war materials, and also to send material aid to its
allies in men and money. The utility of the Con-
federation to the interior tribes is undoubted, and
1ts power and influence are increased in arithmetical
progression according to the support and counten-
ance 1t receives from the Governor or Administrator
Qn the sea-coast. When it is befriended by the
Governor, when he-lends it his advice and counsel,
when he supports its legitimate measures, and does

not regard it with a jealous eye, the Confederation
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grows 'strongr for good, its officers receive great
respect, the kings and chiefs have great confidence
in 1t, and its commands arve greatly respected. But
when the Governor or A dministrator circumvents the
officers of the Confederation with petty annoyances,
and humiliates its President in every possible
way before the eyes of the nation, the interest of
the Confederation, and the good results which its
formation prognosticated, become checked ; and the
Coast Government, which at present does not
attempt-to develon the interior provinces, retards
rather than supports its organization.

It i1s on this ground that there is now a loud
ery for a codex constitutionum for the Confederation
from the Government of the Coast. It is essential so
that every branch of the Government should have 1ts
power and limits well defined, protecting it against
agoression, and ‘ ascertaining the purposes for
which the Government exists,” and the rights which
are guaranteed to it; securing its rights in the
various provinces, and restraining it from exercising
functions which would endanger liberty and justice.
The present drooping state of the Confederation can
say with great truth, novus rerum nascitur ordo—
a new order of things 1s generated.
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There are, no doubt, many intelligent natives on
the sea-coast who are well disposed towards the

Confederation. Some of these men have told me
that, on account of the undefined and unstable state
of the Confederation, they have been afraid to act
their part towards it according to their feelings and
influences, which they would immediately do were
the British Government on the Coast to counten-
ance and support it in such a manner as to lead
them to believe that it would not, on shght occa-
sions, use its power to embarrass and ultimately
suppress 1t.

In a pamphlet on the political economy of British
Western Africa, with the requirements of the several
colonies and settlements, published by me in 1865,
I remarked in paragraph 1, page 6, that “it will be
necessary for the Government to be very circumspect
im the selection of its officials for the Coast, and
that the Governor-General, in particular, should be
a man who possesses a happy tact and natural
sagacity combined with experience, so as to hit the
right course, since to him will be given the ground-
plan of the future political government. He should
make it his first object to discover those salutary
measures which are necessarv, and endeavour to

g
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counteract those noxious influences which may sap

the healthy action of the community. He must
make himself perfectly acquainted with the internal
affairs of each colony, its revenues and expenses, its
commerce and agriculture, with the national cha-
racter of the inhabitants, and each section of their
Government. He should form a correct judgment
of the character of every prominent official in his
Government, and he should possess a talent for
comprehensive and rapid observations in the selec-
tion of fit instruments for different appointments.”
I am happy to say, my Lord, that the present
Governor-in-Chief of the West African Settlements,
Sir Arthur Kennedy, is one who has fulfilled the
hopes of the general public—one who answers to the

general description of the high official necessary for

the whole Coast. He is the right man in the right

place, and to him must the people on the Gold
Coast look as the steersman at the helm of the
Fantee national vessel to guide it safely into a quiet
and peaceful haven.®

The Constitution between the English Govern-

ment on the sea-coast and the Fantee Confederation

* The following memorial portrays in an especial manner the
fecling of the public in Western Africa ;—

L2
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should be somewhat distinet from that of the Act of
Confederation between the kings themselves; but
this latter Act should be supervised and modelled
according to the position of the different kings and
their provinces, as well as the condition of the
people, by the administrative power on the Coast,

by which means it will carry a far greater degree of

“To his Excellency Sir A. E. RKeanedy, C.B., Governor-ii-Clacf
of the West African Settlenents.
“ FreeTOWY, Nov.,, 1869.
“MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCT,

“The Memorial of the Sierra Leone native pastors
in connexion with the Charch of England, under the anspices of the =
venerable Charch Missionary Society, humbly and respectiully
sheweth :—

“That your memorialists bail with unmingled pleasure and satis-
faction the recent appointment of the Rev. George Nicol, late pastor
of St. Charles, Regent, to the vacant chaplainey of the Gawmbia, as
an era in the history of the West African settlements; and that,
whilst your memorialists thus give expression to their feelings for
the honour conferred on one of their body, they cannot let pass this
opportanity without expressing with thankfulvess to yoor Ex-
cellency their firm conviction that to the influence of your high
position is due the eredit of this appointment. ]

“Your memorialists will ever regard with unfeigned gratitude to
Almighty God the consecratiou of the Rev. Dr, Crowther to the
bishopric of the Niger territory, as a crowning act of Dritish
Christian philanthropy ; the admission of Drs. Horton and Davies
as staff assistant-snrgeons in the service of Ier Most Gracious
Majesty as a proof of British goodwill for the sons of Africa; but
they regard the present appointment with a lively interest as peculiar




P E—

LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST. 165

power, weight, and influence amongst the kings
themselves. The position and jurisdiction of the
British authority and the Fantee Confederation
must be strictly defined and _d,eﬁnitely laid down,
the position of the Administration of the Gold
Coast to the Confederation properly regulated, and

the sources of revenue, whether by a grant from the

in its character, in that whilst Dr. Crowther is a missionary bishop,
exercising the functions of his office in a territory not under British
rule, and Drs. Davies and Horton are employed in an entirely
military capacity, this is a civil ecclesiastical appointment to a post
not hitherto known in the history of these settlements to have been
filled by any in a full capacity except by Europeans.

“ Your memorialists regard the appointment in question as an
earnest of a happier day for the West African settlements, when
the prejudices of race, so prevalent in countries where civilization,
literature, and refinement in manners are in the growth, will be at an
end. They need hardly say that to yon, dear Sir Arthur, they look
with eager expectations for the speedy fulfilment of this blessed time,
for in this appointment, as in others of inferior though not of small
importance otheriwise, you have shown a just appreciation of merit
and character, and not a regard to mere accident.

“ Your memorialists cannot conclude without assuring your Ex-
cellency of their affectionate goodwill towards you perscnally, and
recording their gratitude to Earl Granville (to whom may it please
your Excellency to convey these expressions of our feelings) and
the British Government, and to the venerable Church Missionary
Society, to whose untiring and praiseworthy efforts three-fourths of
the educated portion in this colony are indebted.

¢ (God save the Queen!

(Signed) _ “Tae NATIVE PaAsToRs.”
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custom dues or by a small export duty on produce, 1
considered. Ample provision should be made for
the education of the young in every province, either =
by the employment of teachers by the officers of =
the Confederation, or by subsidizing the Wesleyans
for that express purpose. A distinct plan should =
be laid down for the purpose of improving the
industry of the interior tribes, and for developing :
the mineral resources.

The object of the Confederation being not only
for social improvement, but also to secure external
as well as internal peace, the Administrator of the
Gold Coast should be ex officio, by the Act of Con-
federation, the Protector of the Fantee Confederation.
There should then be elected a president, two
ministers—viz., one who superintends internal and
external affairs, and the other industry and educa-
tion—and a chief justice. For the purpose of
deliberating on the mutunal affairs of the Confederate
states, a Confederate Diet should be established at
Mankessim, having two divisions—the Royal, in
which all the kings, with the principal chiefs or
orandees, should have seats; the other, the Repre-
sentative Assembly, to which each province should
send a certain number of representatives, obtained
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by the votes of all the citizens. The fundamental
law of the country should guarantee to every citizen
equal rights and protection, and direct or indirect
participation in the Government. These Assemblies
should have the power of legislating for the Con-
federate provinces, the right of declaring pe;ace or
war (when the interest of the Government of the
Coast is not concerned), of forming alliances, of
regulating the taxation, the police, industrial
pursuits, education, &c. Disputes of the Con-
federate provinces to be decided at the Royal Diet,
and the decision open to appeal to the Governor.
The President of the Confederation should be made,
ex officto, a member of the Lepislative Council, where
his presence should only be required when subjects
affecting or relating to the interest of the Confedera-
tion are about to be discussed ; and should he hold
that appointment as a Government nominee prior to
his election, he should be called upon to resign it as
such, but assume the position of membership as
President of the Confederation.
Ce n'est que le premier pas qui coute.
I have the honour to be, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant,
J. A B. HORTON, M.D.
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No. I.
STATEMENTS OF MRER. FIYNN.

I was at Dixcove when the change of flags took place, and after-
wards was removed by the Mission to * Secondes.” I saw an Accra
man named Apainin, who was attempting to reach Cape Coast,
killed by the Duatch * Secondees.” I saw his head and tongue,
which had been cut off, lying on the gronnd; I also saw his body,
and was much frightened, and determined to go away to Cape
Coast. Mr. Leighton, some time after, came up in a vessel to
¢ Secondee,” and I applied to him for a passage for my wife and
family to Cape Coast, which he granted. The kings of Secondee,
on my telling them this, were opposed to my departare, as they and
their children would be deprived of my services. They wounld not
allow me to go, and recommended me to the protection of the Com-
mandant, named Van Drap, who was kind, and interested himself for
me. Governor Nagtglas came up shortly after in the man-of-war
“ Kroopman.” He asked me if I would like to go to Cape Coast or
remain. I said I had now no reason to go. He therefore told me
I was free to stop and follow my affairs. The king and people
wished me to stay.

Wishing to send my wife and people to Cape Coast, however, I
asked for a passage for them on board a vessel, which was granted.’
But when I got my family to the beach, the king and all the people
* went to the Commandant and told him they conld not allow my
family to go; that the. Ashantees were coming, and that I must
wait until they passed to Elmina.

When the master of the vessel heard this, he also refused to em-
bark my people. The Commandant then advised me to come to
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the fort for safety, which I did not do. He said, *“ Well, send
your family, and I will send two soldiers to protect youm from
Atjiempon” (the Ashantee headman). The Ashantees arrived and
went into the fort, and sent for me. The Commandant tcld them
who I was, and that I was there by desire of Governor Nagtglas.
Then Atjiempon blamed the Grovernor for allowing me to be there,
and referred to the capture by the Commendahs of the Datch sailors,
and the treatment of Elminas by Fantees. He also said the Governor
did it because he feared the English, and he then returned in angry
state to the town.

It happened that seven Fantees were detained in the fort, having
been taken by the Secondees, and these men were demanded by the
Ashantees for the purpose of being killed. |

The Commandant gave up six men to the Ashantees. I and my
family were then staying in the fort, as the Commandant feared the
Ashantees would kill me. The Secondees then came and demanded
I should be delivered up, bnt the Commandant wonld not.

When the six Fantees were delivered up, they were handed to
the Ashantees by the Secondees, and put in irons.

The Secondees made a desperate attempt to force the gates to
get me, but could not. Atjiempon then annoanced his intention of
getting me out himsclf, to kill me; on which the Commandant
wrote to Colonel Nagtglas, who told Atjiempon to do no harm to the
antees. The Commandant wrote again to the Governor. The
Ashantees made light of the Governor’s orders, and said they wounld
kill me. In the evening, as my property was being transported from
the mission-honse to the fort, a portion was plundered by the
Secondees. Next morning the man-of-war ¢ Amstel” came. The
Commandant sent for Atjiempon and sent him off, and I was taken
on board with my family. I thought I was going to Cape Coast ;
but, alas! they let go anchor at Commendah, and gave me to an-
other man-of-war, the * Kroopman.” The captain of her told me
I was now a Dutchman, and that I would remain and meet the
Ashantees. Three days after his Excellency the Governor came
up, and told me that I must remain in the man-of-war, to meet the
Ashantees at Commendah, as he had something against them ; and
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also because Atjiempon (the Ashantee) had made the Governor’s
head officer swear that I should not be allowed to go to Cape Coast
till they came to Elmina and got 3000z. from Colonel Nagtglas. For
these reasons I was to remain. After the arrival of the Ashantees I
was to go to Cape Coast. Three days after, the commander of the
“ Kroopman ” imprisoned me in the third story down below from the
evening to the morning, because I spoke to some Elmina canoemen.
He determined therefore to put me in irons. I went on board on
the 5th December, and arrived at Cape Coast on the 27th. During
this time I could for three days scarcely obtain water and food. 1
wrote to the Grovernor for permission to come ashore, but received
Do &nswer.

With regard to the six men (Fantees) delivered to the Ashantees
at Secondee, I have always heard that they were killed, as well as
a poor old Fantee man named Reynolds. His Excellency promised
that he would get back all my property from Secondee.

I should be ungratefol not to speak well of Governor Nagiglas's

kindness to me.
I do solemnly and sincerely declare that the foregoing statement

is correct and true in every particular.

(Signed) JOSIAH A. FY NN,
A Schoolmaster.

Declared before me this 6th day of January, 1870.
THOMAS JONES, J.P.
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No. 1I.

AFFIDAVIT OF MR. WILLIAM EDWARD SAM.

Personally appeared before me, Charles B. Mosse, Esquire, one
of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the Settlements on the
Gold Coast of Africa, one William Edward Sam, who being duly
sworn, saith as follows:—

I was born at a village on the seaboard adjoining Cape Coast,
called Amamful, and believe I am about thirty-two years of age.
I have always considered myself a DBritish subject. I am in the
employ of Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, of London and West Africa,
and have held a responsible position in the service of that firm over
four, and nearly five, years, and believe I have always given satis-
faction.

For some time previous to the fifteenth day of last month I have
had charge of a factory or establishment belonging to the aforesaid
firm of F.and A. Swanzy at the town of Dixcove, that town
having been ceded to the Dutch Government by the British
Government in the month of January of last year.’

On Saturday, the 12th day of June, 1869, P. W. Alvarez, Com-
mandant of the said town of Dixcove, went round the town with
armed soldiers to take an account of gunpowder in all the merchants’
stores, placing a gnard upon every house supposed to contain that
article. The last house he went to was Mr. Quabina Mensah’s, in
the magazine of which was stored a large quantity of gunpowder.
Shortly aiter the Commandant left me, at Messrs. Swanzy’s factory,
I heard the report of a rifle in the direction the Commandant had
taken. I was informed that the Commandant had ordered the re-
moval of Mr. Mensah’s gunpowder to the fort, without giving any
explanation beyond saying that he was acting on the Governor’s
instructions, and, on that account, Mr. Mensah had objected.
There appeared to be great excitement ; and I was further informed
that th. rifle was fired by one of the soldiers as a signal for re-in-
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forcements from the fort. Shortly after this more armed soldiers
arrived from the fort. On my interposition it was agreed by both
parties that the store containing the gunpowder should be sealed
with the Government seal. The Commandant then went back to
the fort for seal and wax. He returned; but refused to put a seal
upon the door of the magazine, saying that he had been told that
some of the gunpowder had been removed during his absence, and
that, therefore, he must remove it all to the fort.

Mr. Mensah still refused to allow his gunpowder to be removed ;
and while he and the Commandant were in the upper part of the
house, the soldiers removed from the lower part three chests, each
containing twenty guns, that were nnder cover outside the stores;
and this was so quietly done (no reference having been made to the
removal of guns) that Mr. Mensah was not aware of the robbery
until they were half way to the fort. On the Commandant’s return
to the fort he sent a soldier to tell all the Elmina people residing in
Dixcove to go to the fort on hearing the report of a cannon. The
soldier came to Messrs. Swanzy’s factory twice to tell some Elmina
people in their employ to go to the fort when they heard the
cannon; and these people said they would not go. About half an
hour after this a cannon fired, and all the Elmina people rushed into
the fort, except those in the factory of my employers, carrying their
personal effects with them. Seeing this, 1 felt greaily concerned
for the safety of the property in my charge, and instantly wrote
to the Commandant to the following effect: “I am qnite alarmed
at the signal of guns and rush of Elmina people into the fort.
What is the matter ? and what am I to do with Messrs. F. and A.
Swanzy’s property in case of any distarbance in the town? Pray,
Sir, put me in the way, and I will endeavour to prevent any such
thing,” Shortly afterwards the Commandant came to the factory
_and informed me that the signal from the fort was merely intended
- to collect the Elmina people together to assist in conveying Mr.
Mensah’s gunpowder to the fort, as he, the Commandant, was de-
termined to have the gunpowder on that day ; at the same time he
gave me to understand that I need have no apprehension concerning
the safety of the property under my charge. He returned to the
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fort, and shortly afterwards marched with ten or eleven of his
soldiers to take Mr. Mensah a prisoner. Mr. Mensah's people
seeing this prepared to resist the Commandant. When the Com-
mandant reached the gate of Messrs. Sivanzy’s factory I ran down
and begged hard that he wounld not make such a perilous attempt,
poiuting out to him the danger of it. The soldiers, seeing the folly
of what was about to take place, urged me to dissnade the Com-
mandant from proceeding farther, and I prevailed on him to return
to the fort. At the same time he sent me, in company with one of
the Government landing waiters, to tell Mr. Mensah that if he did
not deliver up his gunpowder that day he would ask the interfer-
ence of the Bushwah people to compel him to do so. Bushwah is
the name of a place near Dixcove, and the chief of all the Ahanta
towns. Mr. Mensah still refused to deliver his gunpowder, and, to
prevent bloodshed and destruction of property in the town through
the interference of the Bushwah people in the matter, I went back to
the fort, and offered one hundred ounces of gold dust as security,
in the name of Messrs. Swanzy, that Mr. Mensah’s gunpowder
ghould not be sold or used in the event of making custom, or even
of war, without the authority of the Commandant, or, in his absence,
anyone representing the Dutch Government, the Government seals
being first placed on the magazine. The Commandant thanked me
for this offer, but expressed his regret that he could not accept it,
on the ground that it would appear he had not carried out his in-
stractions. I now found that danger was greatly to be apprehended,
and that my entreaties and suggestions were of no avail to prevent
it. At last I proposed to the Commsaudant that, instead of going
further into the matter that day, the best plan would be to let it
stand over, and to write to the Governor of Elmina for further in-
structions, and meanwhile to give Mr. Mensah and the chiefs an
opportunity to communicate in writing to the Governor their
reasons for refusing to give up their gunpowder to the Command-
ant. The Commandant consented to this arrangement, and sent me
immediately to Mr. Mensah and the chiefs to inform them of it, and
request them to send some one with the landing waiter to the fort
to represent them. Letters were immediately written by the Com-
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mandant, Mr. Mensah, and the two chiefs of the town, addressed
to the Governor of Elmina. Mr. Mensah's and the chiefs’ letters
were afterwards taken by me into the fort for the Commandant’s in-
spection, who countersigned them after having read them, and they
were dispatched with one from him to Elmina. I wrote a brief note,
with the Commandant’s permission, in the fort to the agent of
Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, Mr. W. Cleaver, to the following
effect : “ I write this in the fort. There is a hard palaver between
the Government and Mr. Mensah for refusing to give up his gun-
powder to be lodged in the fort. I have tried to prevent bloodshed
to-day. - The Commandant has written for a man-of-war. Try and
come up in her, as you have more influence with Mr, Mensah than
anyone else representing Messrs, Swanzy.” This was also signed
and approved by the Commandant. The canoe was dispatched
about 5 .M. On Sunday morning, the 15th of June. the ©luina
people being still in the fort, and afraid to enter the town to buy
food, I consulted Mr. Mensah and the two chiefs in reference to the
propriety of sending the gong-gong round the town to caution the
people against molesting the Elminas, and to direct them to sell
provisions to the Elmina people; and this was done. I accom-
panied the crier with the gong-gong, and it was beaten outside the
fort as well as the town. Adfter this I went to the Commandant
and reported the fact. Towards the afternoon the sergeant came to
the factory and complained that he had been abused by some of
Mr. Mensah’s people, and said that if I were to let the Command-
ant alone in this matter the town would be destroyed instantaneously.
I begged his pardon, and told him not to mention anything to the
Commandant, and gave him about twenty pounds of rice for himself
and men. He seemed satisfied, and went back to the fort. This
was all that happened that morning.

Abont seven o’clock in the evening of the same day, I heard that
Dixcove was surrounded by Ahanta people. I forthwith went to
the forts and asked the COmmandant if the report was trne. He
said, “ Yes;” but that he could not prevent the people coming,
becanse Mr. Mensah and his boy Brahoon would not go to the fort
as prisoners for refusing to give up the gunpowder. I was rather
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astonished, as nothing had occurred on the part of the Dixcove
people to give annoyance to the Commandant since the letters
were dispatched to Elmina ; and I offered fifty ounces of gold dust
as security for the good conduct of Mr."Mensah and Brahoon until
an answer shonld come from the Governor. The Commandant
refused this offer on the ground that the enemy were so near that
he could not stop them. I then begged him to allow me to send
to Quaw Eshon, the paramopunt chief of Ahanta, and his chiefs one
puncheon of rum and ten large cases of gin to stop their people
from attacking Dixcove until an answer should come from Elmina,
telling him meantime of my friendship with the aforesaid Quaw
Eshon, through which I had no doubt I counld effect the desired
objects; but he wounld not allow me to carry out my_ proposal.
This was repeated over and over again, but all to no purpose. He
only said he thought it proper to give the Rev. T. Laing and
mysell notice in writing in the morning to remove our property to
the fort, which notice he failed to give.

It was now nearly midnight; and I went to the town greatly
distressed.

On my arrival at the entrance of the factory I met three men,
canght by Dixcove people, who were taken as spies from Bushwabh,
and, as they were about to be ill-treated, I tried to rescue them by
waiting upon the two chiefs or kings, who at once took them from
the people, and gave them to me to be delivered to the Com-
mandant for safety, as they had no palaver with the Government.
I took them to the Commandant the same night, and while in the
fort I recognized the guns stolen from Mr. Mensah’s house in
possession of the Elmina people.

At this time I had no hopes of doing anything to prevent blood-
shed and destruction of property. I returned to the factory with
the goldtaker, and, while meditating what other methods to adopt,
I suddenly heard a knock at the factory gate. On its being opened,
one of the Government landing waiters, with two armed soldiers,
came in, the former with a letter in his hand, which, he said, was
addressed to the Governor of Elmina; and he told me that the
Commandant sent him and the two soldiers expressly to inform me
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that he had considered all my troubles and endeavours to prevent
bloodshed, and found it expedient to take my advice, and wait
until an answer should come from Elmina, aud for that purpose
they had been sent to Bushwah to tell King Quaw Eshon and his
people that if they attacked Dixcove before the answer came from
Elmina, the responsibility wounld rest with him (Quaw Eshon) and
not with the Dutch Government. It cannot be easily imagined how
glad I was to hear this news; and I immediately took the three
messengers to the two chiefs of Dixcove, who were also very glad
to hear the news, and gave four armed men to escort the Com-
mandant’s messengers half way to Buoshwah. I accompanied these
people, and returned to Dixcove, intending to return shortly to
meet them at about the same place, and did so.

The Government messengers returned at about 5.30 on Monday
mornieg with news that all was settled. I aecompanied them to
the fort gate, and returned to the factory, having been up all night.
At about six o’clock, the Commandant went round the town with
soldiers. He came to the factory in company with a chief called
Ahimadakis, and the Commandant told the chiefl and myself, in the
presence of several witnesses, that all was settled, and that he wanted
to see Mr. Mensah and both chiefs in the fort at eleven o’clock.
The Commandant took a glass of wine with me, and then returned
to the fort.

It is really painful as well as astonishing to find that, notwith-
standing the assurances of the Commandant that all was settled,
that, in about a quarter of an hour from the time that he left the
factory to go to the fort, Dixcove was attacked on every side by
an army of Bushwahs. The Commandant then came to the factory
with three soldiers. I inquired what the matter was, and he replied,
“ An attack from Bushwah,” when I began to blame him for de-
- ceiving me, telling him that he was perfectly aware that my life and
the property were not safe from ecither side in case of a fight be-
iween the people of Bushwah and Dixcove. He then declared before
the Rev. Mr. Laing and myself that the Bushwah people were acting
in direct opposition to his orders, given not more than two hours
before. Mr. Laing then said to him, “If the people are acting
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contrary to your orders, it is then your duty to defend Dixcove
against them.” “That I will not do,” the Commandant replied.
I then told him to come with me to the field to endeavour to per-
snade the attacking party to retire. ~He refused to do so. Then I
offered him the keys of the factory, as I considered the property
in great danger. He refused at first ; but after some expostula-
tions he promised to accompany me to the field where the forces
were cﬂliected, when his soldiers refused to go, and, as he could
not compel them, he marched back to the fort. I then weat alone
to the field, and desired the Dixcove people not to fire upon the
attacking party, as the Commandant was coming to send back the
Bushwah people; and I requested the Rev. Mr. Laing to go to
the fort to bez the Commandant to come out. Mr. Laing went
to the fort, and returned, informing ‘me that the gates of the fort
were closed, that the Commandant was on the ramparts, and that,
seeing Mr. Laing, he told him he could not be admitted, but that
if he had anything to say he wonld hear him as they were situated.
Mr. Laing then begged the Commandant to go to the field to send
back the attacking party. e said he would not go.

A few minutes after this, I heard firing at one end of the field.
I ran to the spot with my hat in my hand, shouting as loud as I
could to the attacking forees, * Pardon, pardon! fifty ounces of gold
“ dust for satisfaction,” They kept rushing forward notwithstand-
ing ; and I narrowly escaped with my life. I saw a good mm:;y
Dutch native soldiers with their Snider rifles, who killed many of the
Dixcove people. The fighting, with slight intermission, lasted all
day ; and the enemy were repulsed on every occasion. Between ten
and eleven o'clock Mr. Laing sent to tell me that our factory had
been fired at by cannon from the fort, and that a part of the pre-
mises had been destroyed thereby; and I heard the firing of heavy
ordnance all day. .

As Mr. Alvarez had both publicly and privately told me the
Elmina people residing in Dixcove, then living in the fort, had
rancorons feelings against me, and as he seemed to be much under
their influence, I conclnded at once by this unprovoked attack of
his apon Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy's factory, he would by some
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indirect means injure my life during the fight. I therefore resolved
to remain in the field, in order to avoid that danger, and that I
might escape to the bush should the enemy overcome us. At the
close of the day, when the enemy had retired, and some of the
Dixcove people were abount returning to the town, they were fired
upon from the fort with rifles and heavy ordnance, and were
therefore obliged to retire into the bush; and I accompanied them.

I returned to Dixcove after seven or eight days, when I heard
that the Bushwah people, after burning or otherwise destroying
the town, had left the place. I found the store walls of Messrs.
Swanzy’s factory knocked down, part of the roof off, and the whole
of the property removed or destroyed, excepting sixty puncheon
packs, which have been since removed by me with the consent of
the officer in charge of the fort. Scales for weighing gold and my
private writing desk were shown me by the Commandant inside the
fort, and I accepted the latter. The property consisted of a large
quantity of cotton goods—both loose and in original packages—
rum, tobacco, and other merchandize, about ninety-seven pun-
~cheons of palm oil, a large quantity of palm kernels, gold dust,
cash, &e. The safe containing cash and gold dust had been re-
moved, and all the books and accounts of the establishment.

In conversation with Mr. Alvarez after my return to Dixcove, he
ackuowledged that a large quantity of Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy’s
property had been taken into the fort by the scldiers and Elmina
people, but had since been removed. He said he kumew at the
time the goods were being removed, but had not the power to
prevent it. He expected the Dutch man-of-war to arrive at Dix-
cove shortly, and he intended on her arrival to take the property
from the native soldiers by the aid of the marines, but when the
man-of-war arrived the goods were all gone. Speaking of the
burning of the town, the Commandant said he had been asked by
the Elmina people in the fort to allow them to go out and set fire
to the town during the fight,"but he wonld not permit it; but that
shortly after, being tired, he went to bed, and when he awoke he
found the town was in flames, I found the irom safe belonging to
the factory broken to pieces, close to the walls of the fort. I
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called the Commandant’s attention to it ; he langhed, and did not
appear at -all surprised. I have no doubt the safe was stolen and
broken up by the Dutch native soldiers. I saw & quantity of
Messrs. Swanzy’s goods in charge of the soldiers in the fort, which
I heard and believe they were selling at about half their value. I
bought two flasks of gin, the label and stamp of which was like
what I had in the factory, of one of the soldiers inside the fort.

One day, while inside the said fort, a soldier on guard called me
aside and offered to shoW me where he had seen some of his
comrades hide a puncheon of palm oil, belonging to Messrs.
Swanzy, if I would make him a present. I refused to have any-
thing to do with him.

It is seriously believed that the Dutch Government brought
about the destruction of Dixcove, preparations having been pre-
viously made for the event, as three days before the commencement
of the palaver—that is, Wednesday, the 9th day of June—muni-
tions of war were sent from Elnina to all the kings and chiefs of
all the towns surrounding Dixcove, excepting only the Dixcove
people, and the town was simultaneously attacked from places to
windward as well as leeward.

(Signed) W. E. SAM.

Sworn before me this 20th day of July, 1869, at Cape Coast Castle.
(Signed) C. B. MOSSE, J.P.
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PHYSICAL and MEDICAL CLIMATE, and METEOROLOGY
of the WEST COAST of AFRICA" With Valuable Hints to
Europeans for the Preservation of Health in the Tropies. 1 vol.
8vo., 10s, }

' Loxpox: CEEU'RGEILL & SONS.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS,

(From the A thenmum.)

“ Dr. Horton does not go into the question as to whether colonies of English-
men could thrive or develop in this part of the world ; but, with the intelligence
of a well-educated medical man, he enters upon the question of the general condi-
tions of human life on the West Coast of Africa, and in the most convincing manner
shows that, to a considerable extent, the causes of death and diseases in this
of the world are as much under the control of human intelligence as the fever-
hremlling courts and alleys of London, or the plague-stricken slums of Constan-
tinople.

“ The publie, and especially that large portion of it whose occupations lead
them to take an interest in the health of the inhabitants of our tropical
siens, owe a large debt of gratitude to the author of this bock for the inde-
fatigable industry he has displayed in giving this learned and interesting account
of the climate and meteorology of the West Uoast of Africa.”

(From the A frican Times.)

‘Tt contains much valuable information and advice, and will, we have no doubt,
be a permanent authority, as regards the West Coast, on the matters of which it
treats.”

(From the Medical Times and Gazetle.)

““ There is enough of valuable original matter to render this, the only work on
the climate, &c., of Western Africa, of great value to all interested in the preserva-
tion of European life in that malarious region.” g

(From the Lancet.)

“Dr, Horton's book will prove of value to all who are interested in the health of
the West African colonies ; and it will be most nseful as a work of reference.”

-

-

" (From the True Whig, a Liberian Paper.) e
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GUINEA WORM, or DRACUNCULTUS: Its symptoms and
Progress, Causes, Pathological Anatomy, Results, and Radical
Cuare. 2s. 6d >

POLITICAL ECONOMY of BRITISH WESTERN AFRICA ;
with the Requirements of the several Colonies and Settlements.
(The African View of the Negro’s Place in Nature.) 1s.

LoxpoN; W. J. JOHNSON, 121, FLEET STREET.

(From the A4 frican Times.)

““The pamphlet, of which the proof-sheets are now before us, Is indeed well
worthy of perusal, both here and in Africa.”

(From the Hastings and Si. Leonard’s News.)

“Whilst the negro’s enemies are so active in traducing him—enemies among the
friends of slavery and the teachers of pseudo-sciences—it is satisfactory to know
that there are educated Africans, like Mr, Horton, capable of speaking up for their
injured race. The pamphlet named abiove is written by one who well understands
what he is writing about. It is the voice of an African who knows his place in
nature, and has ability to make good lis claims. The facts and fizures of Mr.
Horton contrast stroogly with the guess works and fiction of the Bond-street tra-
vellers and theorists, who have succeeded in making themselves ridiculous of late
by their wropg-headed efforts to appear great and wise at the expense of the

libelled Afvicans.”

WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES and PEOPLES, BRITISH
and NATIVE. With the Requirements necessary for Esta-
blishing that Self-Government recommended by the Committee
of the Hounse of Commons; and a Vindication of the African
Race. 7s. 6d.

Loxpon: W. J. JOHNSON, 121, FLEET STREET.

——————

(From the A fimcan Times.)

¢ The book is a valuable one—is a book that is very much wanted ; that it is
caleulated to remove many misconceptions as regards the people and countries of
which it treats; tlat it ought to do much toward clearing away the thick haze of
prejudice in which the West Coast countries have been shrouded ; and that it
must, we think, convince every unprejudiced reader that those people and
countries have a future of great importance to the civilized world, and of deep,
soul-stirring interest to the Christian, who is praying, hoping, watching, and
striving for ths extension of the great Kedeemer’s kingdom.

“The earlier portion of the volume is devoted to an exposf of the gross errors
and mis-statements and absurd reasonings that bave been 1n vogue relative to the
West African races and the countries they inhabit. We are glad to have these
scientific and vulgar falsehoods and aberrations of intellect bronght thus unitedly
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before us and demolished by real scientific facts; and a clear and lucid reasoning |
upon then in defence and favour of his long-maligned and deeply-njured race,
thai establishes the truth, for which we have _811\'&%! contended, that present
indisputable mental suiperiurity of the civilized over the uncivilized
Afrfean is merely one o deFree, not one of kind—the result of circumstances, and
nat- of matural diversity. 'This work, by a native African, ought to do muchto |
rehabilitate in Ewropean estimation the Tace to which he belongs., It shows ~ice |}
powers of observation, great diligence, a clear appreciation of facts, and a menid  }
dariog that (ves not shrink from the great problems of the future of the varions
divisions of his race, cn which the light of Christian civilinztion is only now ©
bezinniug 1o shine, and who are for the most part placed under circumstances = ’l

most unfavourable to its increase, . ... . . . No that pretends to a
ey 'lection of books on Africa ought to be without this inferesting and valuible

volume.”

(From the True Whig, a Liberian Paper.) §
“ It is a work of rare, curious, and interesting merit." ‘

4 (From the Record, August 21, 1863,

“ One of the most strik nx vindications of the African race is the very fact that |
this voluwe hes been penned by one of them, Mz Horton being himselfl an African
who, aiter attaining varions academical and literary distinctions in Eng)lluud an
Frauce, holids the respousible position of Stafl Assistant-Surgeon of Her Majesty’s
Forces in Western Atvica.  He shows his appreciation of the true bope of Lis long
down-trodden land by dﬂlimting liis work 1 *he Rev. Hemry Venn, of the C.)LS.
His treatment of his subject embraces an account of the various West African
countries, a diseussion ol African nationaiity, sud a commehensive view of the
requiremients of the colonies aud settlements, the whole closing with advice to the

risllu;_f gunération of his country folk. . . . ., To Clhristian philanthropists the
practical lesson of Dr. Horton's book is “ perserere.' " > ‘
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