
PullulLed l'Y Su{;st.~riptionfor PTil..'a!~ Circulation only, 

. 

LETTERS 
OS THE 

POLmmL CO~l)ITIOX OF THE GOLD COAST 
~CE nn: n CH.1.'\OE OF TERRITORY I1ETWEF.."i THB 

E~GLISH A.'iD DUCH G O\ER~1lE~rS, O~ JA.'iUARY 1, 1OOS; 
• 

T OGETHER WiTH A SHORT ACCOUN!' OF 

THE ASH_~XTBE IfAR, 1862-4, AND 
A ITOOX1H If AR, 1866; 

THE 
• 

ADDRESSED TO THE RIGHT HON. E. CARDWELL, D.C.L., 
SEctrr.to\lty OF STATE FOR WAR; ~"D 

THE RIGHT HOX. E.~RL GRAl'\VILLE, K.G., D.C.L., 
SECRnAllY OF' SI.l.TE FOB 'l'~ CoLO~"IES, 

By AFRICANUS B. HORTON, 
M.O, F.OL'i"j F,R-C.S., 

Aut r <'f" I' . F> 'n~~' ,r lJr • ,ll W~~'!"II ... \Jrte:L. wilh the R<oqu.:rernenll or the !>cTCr.\\ c.:.lo. 
I", "1.1 :"_" _" . I l, and 'J, uca\ Ulm:\t\l afld llctt")rol ';''1 (of W¢krn Afhc.l:" 
,. \, t ,\':r .n l U:," ~. , , ,\ "', Br,' ,I. alhl :S_I~I'l'<'.,; :lUd'l Ymdlc:1.ll,'h "t the :SCb1"O n.le",;' 
",;L II', I'm. \ r 1,.,-., 'no .: :~: II :"~ -.," ~", l'r.~., C.m.,,~,l':l.th"I"':Je:11 An:\t,(j!IJY, r.~nlt .. . 
:0.:. J:. L,.\ I' r" ,-.~ ,'\',-,.\;';;: :"'--'o!: .\ •. , :"1"1.~UT.,Nn • r Ihr lbJc~I~"~ J-''''r~I!' Ln \\.::.1 .\f"C-.'l: 
.,\.- ,1,( 10::11" l "~", L"lIJ.,~: !:"r~ . .;n J-.1.<I,.. (of tt.,;; Ih,:"U1U:::\I ~.:>.:ictv "f ":'1mbHl'gh ~ t:~r. 
,. I. Ii )t"I"l,,~ • lL, lh I.~,,' .... ""'elv uf l\:a.l~·' l'''lk"", L<>nd'Jn; L.U(! I1rc:.ldcnt oftn<.' ('alL1o. 
1 c .i:"·,' 1" f t:. \.ubw-<,u : 1.Uo\1f of the !i(t(~l; SOCiety "f Edi.nburSh; l1~[Obor oftlleln!utu(.;) 
d'.ur.qu~ ~t t.u-..s, .:. .:.. , 0;'; ,Q;c. 

LO~DON: 

WIIJ.IU! JOm. JOfu,{SON, 12l, FLEET STREET, E.O. 

1870. 



1167~5 

IjDrl DT 5vl·5 1-\ II 
11. ,,; .. , <' ( S 



TO • 

SIR ARTHUR EDWARD KENNEDY C.B. , 
• 

• 

o. • 

HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S POSSESSIONS 
• 

. Oil '!'II& 

WEST COAST OF AFRICA, 

IS MOST RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED, 

AS A TRIBUl'E OF SINCERE RESPECT, 

• 

THE AUTHOR. 
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PREF ACE . 
• 

H Ro'.{E was not built in a day;" the proudest 

kingdom in Europe was once in a state of barbarism 

perhaps worse than now exists amongst the tribes 

chiefly inhabiting the West Coast of Africa; and it 

is an incontro,ertible axiom that what has been done 

can again be done. If Europe, therefore, has been 

raised to her present pitch of civilization by pro­

gressi,e ad,ancement, Africa too, -with a guarantee 

of the civilization of the north, -will rise into equal 

importance. The nucleus has been planted; it is 

just beginning to show signs of life and future 

vigour; it shoots out legitimate as well as extraneous 

buds. Political capital is made of the latter by 

narro-w-minded persons; -whilst the liberal-minded, 

"With more philosophy and generosity, make ample 

allowances for these defects, and encourage the 

legitimate growth. VIe may -well say that the pre­

sent state of IV" estern Africa is, in fact, the history 

of the world repeating itself. 

• 

, 
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The civilization of France and England, and even 

of Germany, dates from the time when Rome, 

agitated by social .contentions, made Julius Cresar 

proconsul of Transalpine Gaul; the brilliant con­

quest which he made over the then savage tribes, who 

lived in caves and miserable huts, and the wise but 

rigid government which he enforced, led in eleven 

hundred years to the gigantic discoveries and im­

provements which now startle the denizens of less 

favoured climes. 

. But I argue that modern inventions, such as 

printing, 0+ .'= agency (both as regards railways 

and ","vigation), and the electric telegraph, which 

Lclitate rapid communication in a most wonderful 

degree, leave not a shadow of doubt in my mind 

that, although it took eleven hundred years to bring 

France and England to the high standard of civiliza­

tion which they now occupy, it will take far less 

time to bring a portion at least of Western Africa 

to vie with Europe in progressive development. 

Descended from the royal blood of Isuama Eboe, 

and having had ample opportunities, -from close 

acquaintance with almost all forms of government 

exercised in the most important countries in the 

western part of Africa, of judging of·the influence 

• 
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• 
of civilization in modem times on races of different 

nnd most opposite character, I have hazarded the 

above opinion, and I am ceriajn that those who have 

made this view the subject of sober consideration 

will bear me out in the statement. 

On tills Coast the English element is unquestion­

ably the best civilizing agency. Their liberality in 

matters of Christianity, their sound and healthy 

judgment in colonization, their profound legislative 

ability, exhibited frequently in adopting proper 

mea.ns to suit the wishes and desires of the colonists, 

and their commercial policy, all greatly tend to 

foster the growth of civilization in a young colony. 

Occasionally, however, we meet with a few who find 

their way to the Coast, who endeavour to the utmost 

of their ability to undo what the well-disposed have 

done; but this must be regarded as the constant 

concomitant of progressive improvement in the 

early history of every country, when the civilizing 

agency comes from abroad. 

The following is the Convention between Her 

Majesty and the King of the Netherlands for an 

interchange of territory on the Gold Coast of 

Africa, signed at London, March 5, 1867; R'1.tifi­

cations exchanged at London, July 5,1867;-
• 
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. 
Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kmgdom of Great Britain 

and Ireland, and His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, bcing 
of opinion that an interchange of territory on the West Coast of 

Africa would condnce to their mutual ndvantage, and would 
promote the interests of the inhabit:lIlts, have resolved to conclude a 
convention for that purpose, o.nd have therefore DtuDed as their 
plenipotentiaries, that is to 5&y-{here follow the nomes of the 
plenipotentiaries)-who, after having communicated to each other 
their respecti'f'8 full powers, found in good and dae form, wl're 
agreed upon the following articles:-

AImCLE r. Her Britannic Majesty cedes to hi; Majesty thc 
King o[ the Netherlands nll Briti3h forts, possessioD.3, anll right.s 
of sovereignty or juri.:ldiction which she possesses on the Gold 
Coast westward of the month of the Sweet Ri'rer, where their 
respective territories nre conterminous j and his )l3j~1:y the King 
of the Netherlands cedes to her Ilritannic Majesty all ~etherknd 
forts,. possessions, and rights of sOT'ereignty or jorisdiction which he 
possesses on the Gold Co .. -t to the oastward of the month of the 

Sweet River, where their r&1>ective territories are conterminons. 
The boundary between the p03Sessioll5 of her Britannic lIajesty and 
those of his Majesty the King of the ~ etherlands will be a line 

drawn true north from the centre of the mouth of the Sweet Ril'"cr, 
M far as the boundary of the present .A.sbantee kingdom, bnt with 
such deviations within three English miles of the coa.st a.s shall be 
uecessnry to retain within nritisb territory nny Tillages which hare 
been in habitual dependence on the British GO'l'"emlllcnt at Cllpe 
Const, and within Netherland territory any nllages which h"e been 
in habitnai dependence on the Netherland Government at St. George 
d'Eimiaa. 

AnncLE II. The two high contracting parties aglee that the 
following tariff of duties of cnstoms shllli be enforced in their re­
spective possessions npon the Gold Coast :-

In the British Possessions: ale, beer, wine, and all spirits or 
spirituous liquors, per old wine sn,,1!on, sixpence; cigors, snnfr, or 
tobacco in any shape, per pound, ODe penny; gunpowder, per pound, 
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one penny; firearms of every description, each, one shilling; on all 
other goods of every kind, un ad vala,""" duty of 3 per cent. on the 

invoice price. 
In the Netherland Possessions: ale, beer, wine, and aU spirits or 

spiribous liquors, per litre, eight cents; cigars, snuff, or tobacco, 
in any shape, per kilogramme, ten cents j gunpowder, per kilo­
gramme, ten cents; firearms of every description, each, sixty cents; 
on all otber goods of e<ery kind, an ad valorem dnty of three per 
cent. on the invoice price. 

ARTICLE IlL In order to prevent frauds in tbe importation of 

goods, the high contracting parties engage to empower the officers 
of tbeir respecti« customs on tbe Gold Coast to require tbe masters 

of vessels to make declaration of tbe nature, quantity, and .alne of 

any goods whicb tbey may be allowed to land. If the officers of 
customs shall be of opinion tbat tbe vaine so to be declared is in· 
sntlicient, tbey sball be at liberty to take tbe goods on public 

ncconnt, on paying to the importer the amount of his valuation, 
witb tbe addition of 10 per cenl tbereon, and returning any duty 
wbicb may baye been already paid. 

ARTICLE IV. The tariff of customs duties specified in Article 
II. shall be put into operation from and after a day to be agreed 
upon between the two GO'rernments, and shall remain in force for Il 

period of ten years ; and furtber, nntil the ~xpiration of twelre 

montbs after either of the two contracting parties shall ha<e given 

notice to the other of its desire for 8. rension or termination thereof. 
ARTICLE V. The tarif! of cnstoms do ties may be enforced or 

rela:s:ed by the local authorities at their own discretion) or accord~ 

iog to tbe orders of their re:::pective Governments in respect of 
articles imported for the usc of those aolborities, or for tbe 
personal use anu cODsumption of officers in the actun.! serriee of 
the Go<ernmeot. 

ARTICLE \I. The moto.! transfer of forts, possessions, and 
rights of sO'rereignty or juriEdictioD) stipulated in Article I. of the 
present connntion, 1.3 dt"pendent upon :lnd subject to the est:lblb1-
ment 01 tbe proposed tarif!, und shall not take effeet until the G 0 -
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•• mment of eacb coantry sban have procured the enactment of any 
laws or regruatioDs necessary in order to establish that t:lJ'iff for the 
term and under the conditions hereinbefore described, and shall 
have actually pat th& same into operation. 

AnncLE \i II. Aiter the transfer allnded to in the foregoing 
Article shall have been made, a map shall be drawn of the new 
boundary division according to the tel'IIL3 of Article L Two copie3 
of the said map, duly atte:ited by the GO'fernmen.ts on either side, 
shall then be appended to this confection for the pnrpose of sbow6 

iug the bonndary, which shall nodergo no alteration, eren shoald nny 
of the villages mentioned at the end of Article I. be snbseqaent1y 
abandoned or the tariff be modified or witbdrawn. 

ARncLE Vll. The present conventi aiter receiring so far 
as may be De<:essary the approval of the legislative anthority, shnll 
be ratified, and the rotificatioIl3 shall be exchanged Ilt London 
within a. period or foar months, or sooner if possible. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed 
the same, and have affixed thereto the seals of their arms. 

\ Done at London, the fifth day of March, in the year of oar Lord 
One thowand eight handred and suty seven. 

C.A.BNARVOlf. 

SUNLEY. 

13DII1'iCK.. 

C. J. M. N .. Oroll .. 

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D., 
Staff Assistant-Surgeon 

Cape Coast Ctlstle, 

May 16, 1870. 
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CIRCULAR INTRODUCTION. 

THE history of a country forms a part of the history 

of the world, and its publication is necessary for its 

preservation. Thus Cresar preserved his brilliant 

conquests o,"er the Gauls in his Commentaries, and 

Cicero the glorious history of the Roman Republic 

in his ,"oluminous writings. 

"With the new of preserving in a continuous form 

t ~e history of the Gold Coast for the last ten years, 

I have in a series of correspondence with the 

Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, D.C.L., Secretary 

of State for War, and Earl Granville, K.G., D.-C.L., 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, given a full 

account of the political atmosphere of the Gold 

Coast a few years prior to and since the transfer of 

territory between the English and Dutch Govern­

ments, justif)ing the British Fantees under existing 

circumstances in refusing to acknowledge the Dutch 

flag, recounting the outrages at Commendah, the 

formation of the Fantee Confederation, the 

victorious attack on Elmina by the Fantee force, 

the inglorious campaign against the Ashantees 

under :Major Cochrane and Lieute!l~nt-Colonel 
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Conran, the Accra native Confederation, the 

Awoonah War, the bombardment of Di.x.cove, the 

atrocious march of Atjiempon from Asinee through 

the Dutch territory into Elmina, the Dutch capital, 

and the means necessary for placing the country in 

a more satisfactory state. 

It is, perhaps, needless to state that it has cost 

me about two hundred and fifty pounds for publish­

ing works on \Vestern Africa, whi h r am proud to 

say ha,e been, and r hope will be of futme benefit 

to the Coast. Considering with what little interest 

people in civilized countries regard subjects on 

Africa, works on Western Africa, unless wTitten 

to attract the fancy or to excite wonder, by recording 

acts of heroic enterprise, like the gorilla hunting, 

&c., are a dead loss to the writer. 

r intend, therefore, to publish these communica­

tions for privatc circulation only. It is likely to cost 

from £30 to £40. As it is for the future benefit 

of a part of 'Western Africa, r ask those who hayc 

the interest of the country at heart to subscribe 

something towards that expense. Se,eral cOl)ics 

will be forwarded gratis to subscribers, and all 

subscriptions will be acknowledged in the work by 

AFRICAN US HORTON. 
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LETTERS O~ THE POLITICAL CONDITION 

OF THE GOLD COAST. 

LETTER No. 1* 

TO TITE TIlGTTT rro:\. ED".oillD CARDWELL, HER 

)1AJESTrS SECRET.oillY OF STATE FOR WAn. 

:!II> DEAR Sm, 

In my 

, 

CAPE. COAST CASTLE, 

----12th August, 1869 . .-.----- . 

work on the "West African 

Countries and People, British and X ative, with the 

Refjuiremcnts'necessary for E:;tablish.ing that Self­

Go\-ernmcnt recommended by the Committee of the 

Hou"e of Commons in 1865, and a Vinclication of 

th" K egro Rac~," "hich I had the honour of per­

sonally presenting to you in July. 18GS, I endea­

youred to point out, as succinctly as possible, in 

pages 24G to 250, how utterly one-sided "'as the 

exchange of territory between the Dutch and Eng-

• Reply dated IltL OCtl11)(>f. and marked '0 Prh-ate:" 

B 
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lish on the .Gold Coast, as represented in the treaty 

signed by the plenipotentiaries of both countries on 

6th March, 186 7, and ratified on 6th July, 1867. 

And in that interview I entered fully on the feelings 

of the people, especially those who had been trans­

ferred to the Dutch authorities, without their being 

consulted; how that, at the time, they declared 

that, being under British protection, and not British 

subjects, they had a right to be heard on the 

subject; that most of the transferred subjects would 

not tolerate the Dutch rule; and that troubles were 

looming in the distance, which could only be averted 

by great conciliation and courteous beha,-iour on 

the part of the Dutch Government to those who 

were to be transferred. 

As the political state of the Gold Coast has been 

one of feverish excitement for the last two ,ears, 
• 

and as every month seems to bring fresh matters 

tending to agitate the public mind, I purpose to 

give you, in this and subsequent communications, 

as complete a statement as I can of the political 

condition of the Gold Coast since the exchange of 

territory between the English and Dutch Govern­

ments, which came into force on the 1st January, 

1868, free from all official reticence; and I hope 
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that it will enable you, who have shown so much 

good-will towards the proper government of the 

West African Settlements, to form a correct idea 

of our position, so that you may encourage and 

support any measure that will place the Gold Coast 

inhabitants in a more' prosperous and peaceable 

state. 

In December, 1867, a few days before the actual 

transfer of territory took place, the Administrator 

of Her Majesty's Forts and Settlements of the Gold 

Coast issued a proclamation, setting forth the con­

vention between the Dutch and Engli~h Govern­

ments relati'l'e to the exchange of territory, and the 

boundary agreed to by the two respective Govern­

ments. At the same time a friendly letter was 

written to the kings and chiefs of the EDglish Pro­

tectorate who were about to be transferred, nolens 

volens, informing them that, in order to facilitate 

trade and ciyilization, the hitherto Protectorate 

would be abandoned, that they would be handed 

over to the Go,ernment of the King of the N etber­

lands, trusting at the same time that their relations 

with them would be as satisfactory as those they 

had hitherto maintained with Great Britain. 

The principal Dutch tOWD to be transferred was 

B " 
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Dutch Accra; and accordingly, on the 3rd January, 

1868, His Excellency Major Blackhall, Governor­

Geneml of the West African Settlements, arrived 

at British Accra, with the Administrator of the 

Gold Coast; on the 4th, the Dutch Governor, from 

St. George d 'Elmina, anchored in the roads; and at 

four P.M. of the same day the Dutch flag was 

lowered in Fort Greeve Cceur, and the English flag 

hoisted in its stead, with much ceremony, and under 

double salutes from the English and Dutch ships of 

war and from the forts. All the Dutch towns, the 

most important of which are Appam, Cromantine, 

and Moree, surrendered to the British authorities 

without the sligh test opposition. 

But a different tale must be told of the transfer 

of the most important district under Bl~tish protec­

tion to the Dutch rule. These people formed nearly 

one half of the whole population of the Gold Coast, 

who had always been true and loyal to Her 

Britannic Majesty's Government, and who were 

determined, should the English Government refuse 

to concede to them their former protection, net"er to 

become Dutch, They therefore drew up a humble 

petition against the transfer, praying that the 

British Government would not desert them. The 
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chiefs of the important districts of Wassaw and 

Denkera would not accept either the proclamation, 

tren.ty, or con,ention. The towns on the sea-coast 
\ 

"ere compelled to tolerate the Dutch rule, except "\. 

the Commendahs. Theoe people, forming a small 

but determined race of men, situated within a few 

miles of the town of Elmina, capitn.l of the Dutch 

Gold Coast, refused peremptorily to ha,e the 

English flag lowered and the Dutch flag hoisted 

in its stead. This affront was not by any means 

sa,oury to the Dutch, who immediately bombarded 

the town, In.nded 180 men from their man-of-\rar, 

":;\Ietalen Krui:;," set Bre to the houses, destroyed 
• 

the canoes, killed iliany of the inhabitants, and y 

forced the rest to take refuge ill the bush. 

The born bardmen t of Commendah acted as an 

electric shock throughout the Protectorate; the 

subdued resistance of all the Fantee chiefs now 

cuhninated in armed oppo,ition; the whole of 

the Fantce race flew to arms; all the kings and 

chief. of the most importilnt provinces of ,Ya"saw, 

D':lllkera, Assin, Fantee, Goomoor, Akenfce, 

Anamaboe, m.d ,Yllinebah, repaired with the King 

of Manke".im to their ancient religious 

1Iankessim, \I here, after a council of war, they 
• 

• 
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decided to resist by fire and sword the occupation 

by the Dutch of towns formerly under Engli.h 

protection. 

They employed a figurative saying to express the 

wrong they suffered from the British Go,ernment 

by the transfer. Re":1rdin" that Government as o 0 

their father and protector, and th"ir difl"ren t 

tribes as the offspring of that Government, they 

maintained that the father had no right to make 

(enslave) them over to another ma,ter; and as they 

were brought up from their youth under the Briti"h 

flag, they were determined not to ha,e themselves 

handed over to the Dutch authorities. 

The inhabitants of Dixcove and British Ahanta. 

being under the 

obliged to submit 

guns of Dixcove Fort, were 

for a time to their fate, as they 
• 

were unable to make any open resistance to the 

Dutch rule; but the people of Wassaw anu 

Denkera, which are situate in 

refused to become Dutch. 

the interior, entirely 

Appolonia, whicL 
. 

consists of two districts-viz., Attawaboe and 

Bainyee, governed by separate kings, formerlr 

under British protection, were di'"ided; the 

Bainyeans refused to accept the Dutch flag, 

and the chief town on the sea-coast was conse-
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quently bombarded; and the natives retired to the 

bush towns. They sep.t to the English Governor 

at Cape Coast, whom they had always recognized 

as their chief, for munitions of war to fight against 

'the Dutch, and, baing refused, they applied to the 

Fantee chiefs, who ·supplied them with powder 

and lead bar, and se,eral ounces of gold dust. 

The Attawaboes, being near to the Dutch settle· 

ment of Oxeim, quietly a~cepted their flag. 

Thus it is that the transfar of territory, which 

the British Go,-ern,ment thought would have .led to 

the peace and quietude of the Gold Coast Settle­

ment, placed it, froUl the ,ery commencement, in 

a btate of internal commotion worse than it ever 
• 

bad been in before. 

• 

I have the bonour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. A- B. HORTON, M.D. 

' . 
• 

• 
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LETTER No. II." 

TO THE RIGHT HOX EDW.llUl C.llUlwELL, HER 
)fA.TESTY'S SECRETARY OF ST..l.TE FOR W..I.R. 

CAP!: COllY CA.STI.E, 

12th September, 1869. 
My DI:AR SIR, 

Although the Fantees :u-e akin to 

the Elminas under Dutch rule by consanguinity 

and by right of nationality- the l~cruage of the 

latter being only a kind of pronncialism of the 

former-the Fantees have, from time immemorial, 

regarded them as treacherous and not to be de­

pended on; consequently there has always been a 

degree of coldness between the nations. 

The Fantees .form .. compact race, extending 

from Was saw to Winnebah, and include many most 

important districts in that tract of land to which .. 
political as well as descriptive writers have applied 

the noma-Protected Territcny of the Gold Coast; 

whilst the Elminas, or even the Dutch, own an 

extent of country in all scarcely as large as the 

province of 'Vassaw . 

• Replies, d.~d 25th ~ovember, frow Mr. Cardwell (private) and 
from Earl Granville. 
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" 
The Dutch Government on the Gold Coast is an 

ally to the King of Asbantee a powerful African 

potentate, situated behind the Fantee territory, and 

who hM always been the implacable enemy of the 

Fantees. In years gone by this warlike nation 
• 

commenced a war of extermina.tion of the whole 

of that race. Therr skilful generals and warlike 

hordes poured like a swarw of bees from the various 

provinces of .Ashantee (Asanti) into every district of 

Fantee, paralyzed therr efforts towards united 

action, and produced alarm and consternation 

wherever they went. In a few pitebed battles, 

where, a{ter several stubborn engagements, ending 

sometimes in doubtful results, the Asbantees ulti-
. 

mately became victorious, many of the Fantees 

were laid !tors de comVat, therr homes were deso­

lated, therr women and children, and those men 

who had escaped the awful guillotine or the slugs, 
" 

were carried away captives and sold as slaves. 

In fact, they invariably signalized their triumph 

over the Fantees by the most sanguinaxy sacrifice of 
• 

hecatombs of captives. 

The A sbantees, animated by the most ferocious 

spirit, would have carried, unchecked, tbis work 

of extermination to its fullest extent, bad not a. 

• 
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-
stronger and "a more valiant arm appeared in the 

field of battle; and, by the aid of" the Congreve 

rockets, which fell with bloody effect amidst their 

ranks, a halt was put to their victorious march; and 

the ma.s=e of Doodoowah by English cannonading 

sent them flying, helter-skelter, a,.,oain to their 
-

homes; and, by the peace then concluded, the land 

had rest for several years. 

It must, therefore; be conceded that the Fantees. 

not being British subjects, were perfectly justified in 

refusing to recognize a treaty or ronvention which 

would give to their enemy so much power owr them. 

For the former military roads of the .d.shll'ltees in 

the western district of Fantee were situated in 

Denkera and Wassaw; but since those provinces 
" 

threw aside their allegiance to Ashantee and became 

British, or rather BU bmitted themsel..-es to be under 

British protection, these roads had been closed 
• 

against them. The King of Ashantee was ready, 
• 

even anxiously waiting, the bidding of the Dutch 

Governor, to send down his military force to his 

"assistance, so as to commence again their .long· 

cherished and favourite "war-whoop" on Flintee; 

"! and, as these last had been distinctly informed that 
I their former protector-the British Government-
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would have nothing to do with their wars, they I 

considered it their place to disown any arrange­

lllen t made between the English and Dutch Go­

Y8rnments that would place their whole race in 

jeopardy, and prostrate it before Ashantee. No 
• 

sooner, therefore, had the Fantee Kings found tbat 

the treaty or conyention was a fait accompli, than 

tLey, in solemn conclave, entered into alliance, 

offenoive and defensive, with the Kings of Den­

kcra and Wassnw to oppose the Dutch rule, and to 

form a confederation amongst themselves for mutual 

support. 

The con.vention was also objectionable to the 

inhabitants principally of Cape Coast, becau~e 

lllO"t of their impOlinnt villages and plantations 

were transferred to the Dutch rule along with 

other places, such as Mamfoon, Footoo, Esiachen, 

&c., so that they would be obliged to snbmit to 

Dutch imposts whilst reSident at Cape Coast. 

This con,ention brought to life a most important 

combination ou the Gold Coast, which is but the 

comlllencement of an independent self-government or 

confederation of all the provinces in the former Pro­

tectorate. In the House of Commons Committee 

of 1:>65, the thu·d l'esolution empha.tically stated that 
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the policy of the· Government on the West African 

Settlements should now be to encourage in the 

natives the exercise of those qualities which may 
• 

render it possible for that Government more and 

more to transfer to the natives the administration 

of all the governments, except perhaps one. TIut, 

from the steps taken on the Coast by some officials 

in high places in respect to progressive development 

of natives, as well as from tile treatment received 

by native chiefs, especially on tile Gold Coast, 

diametrically opposed to the spirit and letter of 

that resolution, every one on the. Coast begins to 

doubt the sincerity of the statement, and to consider 

it as a myth and a delusion, which, consequently, de­

senes to be placed in the same limho as many other 

good proposals about ·Africa once rampant but nOI\" 

entirely defunct. And I, myself, Sir, shoulel hn ,·0 

heen c"!Tied away by the popular belief, had I not 

become acquainted with the contents of a recent 

dispatch of Earl Granville, the present liberal Secrc­

retary of State for the Colonies, to his Excellency 

the Governor-General of the West African Settl~· 

ments, wherein he recommended that the natives 

should, as much as possible, be brought to know tlle 

intricacies of the ci viI government of the Coast, with 
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the ultimate view of placing them in responsible i 
governmental position. 

The Fantee Confederation sprang into existence 

soon after the promulgation of the treaty and actual • 

transt"'r of territory between the Dutch and English 
• 

rule on the Gold Coast. It is composed of all the 

Kings of Fantee "ho had, up to January 1, 1868, 

bee a under the British flag. The object. as has 

been detailed to me, is couched in two brief but 

pregnant phrases-nz.: 1st, To advance the interest 

of the "hole of the Fantee nation; and, 2ndly, to 

combine for offence and defence in time of war. 

At present this Confederation is in an embryonic 

state, \nthout any code of law which a civilized go- . 

vernment might .consider as binding, or necessary 

for the proper working of the Confederation; the 

people are, as it were, feeling their way qtutiously 

in the mystic labyrinth of constitutional self-govern­

ment. 

The King of Abrah, or Abacrampa, who from 

time immemorial has been regarded as the leader of 

the Fantce nation, without whose first move into 

the field the inhabitants would not leave their 

homes, feels jealous that King Edoo, of Mankessim, 

should now arrogate to himself the leadership of the 

, 
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Confederation, and would not recognize him as 

such; so that there is at present a slight coldnes5 

between the two potentates. There is, therefore, 

no real president to the Confederation; but a chief 

magistrate, who is also the treasurer, and a secre­

tary have been appointed, both chosen from the 

intelligent and educated portion of the population, 

and of known character and iufluence . 
. 

Ever since the Ashantee expedition of 1864, 
-

which ended in results not by any means prru"e-

worthy to the protecting power, the natives vI this 

Coast have been repeatedly told that they must 

defend their own firesides, and that the British Go-
• 

vernrnent would give them no assistance in case 

they were to be attacked in the interior, except, 

perhaps, by supplying them with munitions of war. 

The appeal to all the inhabitants to unite in fonning 

a self-government, and the necessity for making 

such appeal, is most graphically described in the 

following address to the Fantee nation, \uitten by 

one of them: "On the 18th July of the current 

year, after certain correspondence had passed be­

tween them, his Excellency the Administrator, H. 

T. U ssher, addressed a letter to the presidents and 

other chiefs of Fantee, at Ml1nkessim, in which. after 
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censuring the conduct of the &'tid presidents and 

chiefs, and after going into various circumstances 

connected with the Elmina war, his Excellency pro­

ceeds to state, 'Your conduct has been such that I 

can no longer have anY.relation with. you ;' and' as 

you voluntarily throw off your allegiance, you must 

not be surprised that _ I accept your act, and treat 

you, until you come to your senses, as apart from 

Great Britain;' further, that 'in case of war with 

the Ashantees, as you will have provoked it, you 

will bear the brunt thereof without help from Go­

vernment.' Such being the facts, the Ashantees 

haying already invaded the territories of our friends 

and allies (the Wassaws and Denkeras), the British 

Government having disowned us, and informed us 

tha.t we are not to expect any assistance from it in 

case of an Ashantee invasion---{)ur wisest and safest 

policy lies in our adopting, without delay, some 

measures for our self-government, and our self­

defence." 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. A. B. HORTON, l'ILD. 
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LETTER No. III." 

TO TilE RIGnT no". EDWARD CARDWELL, HER 

~U.fESTY'S SECRETARY OF ST..I.TE FOR" AR . 
• • -

CAPE COAST CA..STLE, 

12th OCloi><r, 1869. 

1fT DEAR SIR, 

Hitherto I ha,c cODsidered the impor­

tant combination which has been fonned between 

the ,arious kings of Fantee, who occupy the western 

district of the Gold Coast; but the eastern district, 

composed entirely of a different nationality, and 

,epa rated from Fantee by a natural boundary, took 

no part whate,er in this combination. {j nlike the 

kings in the interior of the western di.tricts, the 

kino-s in the iuteri.)r of the eastern dii<trict haye <;-

from time immemorial regarded the principallci.ng on ' 

the sea-coast town as tbeir head, so that any command 

or order issued by him receiyes immediate obedience. 

Circumstances which ha,e sprung up since the un· 

settled state of the country hn,e compelled the 

educated natives, in conjunction with the kings on 

the sea coast-viz., of James Town, Old Dutch 

• 
• • Reply, do.ted 2nd December, from Ear1 Gr.mville-. 
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Accra, and Christiansborg- to form a close political 

combination, whose first object is to bring to a 

speedy termination the wars and disturbances which 

Lr .. ,e nearly ruined Accra. Tt was stipulated at a 
. 
general meeting held on the evening of the 13th 

• 
August last, by the educated natives, which was joy-

fully assented to by the kings and chiefs- " That, 

considering the immense stake the educated natives 
• 

hold in the country, and the interest they therefore 

ha,e in the preservation of peace and order therein; 

and considering further that the kings themselves 

ha,e acknowledged their utter want of power to 

grapple with the political condition of the country, 

Resolvcd- That in future it shall not be competent 

for the kings of themselves to moot any question 

affecting the 0 bj ect set forth above, either by them­

selves personally or by communication ,vjth the 

Government, without first consulting with the body 

of educated natives and receiving their consent." 

A managing ';ommittee, consisting of six gen­

tlemen of education, was appointed, having W. 

Lutterodt, E_q., as the pre.ident, to act in con­

junction with the kings in conducting the affairs of 

the country ~enerally. TI1Eiy ha"t'e subscribed hand­

somely towards buying munition, of war, and haye 
c 
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tendered very wholesome suggestions to the officer 

in civil command of the district with reference to 

the present political cri"is of the country. * 

..,. The foHowing is a. letter addres5~d by )Ir .• Jame:. Bannerwtln 

to me relatire to the formation of the ..Accra ~ati.e Couretieration:-

• , :My DEAR DOCTOR, 
" Cape Coast, Sept. 21, IdC9 . 

II Referring to onr com"ersntion of the other e\"eoin~ 
relative to the present political flsped of nfi'a.irs io the enstern 

di.;;tricts of the Gold Coast ~enerallYI bot -.tecra ill particniar, I 
rejoice to ha'fe it in my power to inform yon that the political con­

dition of Accra poS.:iesses noW', althougll only in tbe germ. I may 
say, such elements of good, that, properly nod s.incerely fostered by 

the educated nntives, will, I feel sure, eventually be the sonrce of 
h\..Sting advantage to our part of the country. Tllerf'l bas very 
recently been formed a close poiitico.l combination b~tween the 
educated natives of Accra. nnd the kings of Jnmcsto,-m;ohl Dntch 
.Accra, nnd Christians borg, these three chiefs repre;';enting the tribes 
i ohnbiting the sen-bonrd and the interior of the eastern llistrieH, 
which combinatiou, formed on a Brm nnd apparently durable ba.-;is. 
appears to me to be the germ of that form of government (Re­
publican) which you ha.ve ad'i"ocated in your book on Western 
.lfrica. I will endeo.:ronr to explain as concisely as pOS3ible, bm 
imperfectly, how thi:J new, important wove. originated. and by what 

means it was accomplished. The result of the Awoonnh expetlition 
in 1866 forcibly proved to the euucated nnti .. es at ..iccm that uuder 
similar Cirl'UlU3tances in the future, if they should Dot be prepared 
nod dcttrmined to rely on their own resources. it was impossible 
that they could hope to meet with success in any future expeditious 
they lIlight undertake. It is true that for the ...i ,,",oonah expctlition 
Colonel Conran distributed to Kings Cogoe and Dowoonah 1.200 
Illllskets for the use of 81000 weu, with n. number of keg:J of 0011 
cnrtriuge. the use or whicb they lhd not properly omlf'f!.taou. and 
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Let us now turn to the "estern, or F antee dis­

trict, and we shall find that soon after the bombard­

ment of Commendah by the Dutch mau-of-war, the 

-
the European and Dll.tiYe trader;s also sub~cribed to a fund for the 

chiefs to purch3~e ammunition (the chiefs being really ~itbout the 

means to do anything for theID~elres)j but this assistance in muni­

tiODS of war W:l!; ultimately found to be ridiculously inadequate for -

c,-uTyiug Qut au exp(!uition of tbat k:ntl as had been planued by Col. 

Cl1uran j oml it ,,"as ouly got through the noble persoD:l.l efforts of 

PO)f Inine. who. :1.t great inconrenieuC'e and personal los5\ ulti­

'," lelYl'fOl:ured sullicient powder and lead for the chif::f::5. I t is trne 

tllc EIU'opcau and oath-e traders also subscribed to the fu nd for 

purdla..:-itlg' this ammunition, but it was in the proportion of 10i. to 

)Ir, In'ine's 401. I 5:1Y, then, this incident iu the e.xpedition fully 
shoKed U:5 edllcateu natiYc5 tbat the time had come wbeu it was 

jtuperatiTely incumbent on 115 to reJy on oorselns, and our5eln~ 

alone. llTHler iuture :::imil:lr drcum~tauces, a5 it was not likely tbat 
we ::.houh1 always pos:;c::-s European fri<:1lI1:; of the sallie calibre us 

':\lr. IrTrne. wbo had ~o thorou~hh ident.ificd him~e1f with thc real 
. - . 

interc .. ts oi the ('ouutry: Dar ougbt we expect from tbe local 
g-O\·erulliclIl more tLall it little sllu:::tantiul aid at it time, Oil our 

return froll the expeditiuo, therefore, the question wa.s Uloote>d 
~lUODg:'t U:5 \\-Lethel' ::-owe weans should not be ded::;ed amOD!!:::t tLe - -
educated uati-res aloue to guard our5E:l-re~ ugaiu:-t future similar 

(>mergencie~. In mentioning. bowe-rer, one day, in cooYersatioD with 

tbe late ':\lr In-ine. our intention in reference to this DlOren1t:nt. my 

frienll aPlwared aud exprt:;:::eu Liw;;eli really so hurt nt tile nry 

i(lea of beiu;! sererell frolD any future opportunity of joining: the 

lIatire,. in watters aUectin~ the couutry who::;e real intere:,-t::; Ile Lud - . . 
alway'S enue:lyonred failWully to nllrance, tbat it was d~tcrUli!J\:d to 

try other ruu\lt"s of proceeding. :.\lr. lniue':- lameutet.1 death 

rt"illored the only oh~t.\cle for our carrying (lut OUf propo .. et.1 plan 

of ('olHuination 8ruong5't our:,eJre::. Since the txpedition to 

• 
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Commcndans caught and killed a njl,tive of Elmin", a 

Dutch Fantee, and sent his jaw-bone to the Fantee 

king', who were then assembled at lIankessim for 

.. '!..wooDah other important cOIlsiderations bo:,e tenden to strengthen 

the determination formed by the educuted n:.lt1'es to put their 

shoulders to the wheel for the public goou. The most important of 

these considerations is the pn!ent and admitteu j:l~t of the iuahility 

( from sheel' want of means, in men or money) of tho chiefs to 

exerci3e the same kind of go,croment over their people on the ~e(l ­

board as tb~ir more wealthy brethren of t l . western dbtrict of tlte 

Gold Coast. (I say as regards controlliuz their subject~ on tho 
O;:C:l - COllSt; as far as the chiefs in the intt'rior nre concerned, the 

chiefs of Accra, by combined action in council in all matters affecting 

the whole eo.stern districts, can issue commands through King 

Tackcc to. and tho:;.e orders are obe-yed by, the other chiefs in the 

, interior.) The kings of Accra, nnlike the - Fnntees, ha'·e very few, 

if any, personal followers. and next to nothing of-what is eqnal to 

, <lny amount of slaves-the sinews of war. The educated natives 

o.lone cnD aid the kings with followers in times of war, the mell or 

slaves. whom they possess baving descended to them from their 

ftlther~, who purchased, or rather redeemed, their (the people's) 

nne-estol'S wbeu about to be shipped all the CO:lSt in the ancient dark 

'..lILys of the slave-trade. These men ho\"'e proved nnder their 

mnsters of some service· to the Government aD varioRs occasions in 
times past, from 1822 to 1863. I merely mention this in order to 

point ant to yolt plainly the ruling causes which have influenced n~, 

at this juncture of political affairs, to presnme to differ so dia~ 

metril:aUy in opinion from thllt which seems to ha\"'e been formed 

and adhered to by his E:tcellency the Acting Admini:;trator. who 

. thinks the kings quite capable of taking matters entirely into their 

own hands whether in peace or in war. In )[o.rch last, when the 

alliance between the Aqurunbocs nnd Ashantees a~snmfd a threaten· 

1 iDg aspect towards the ea.:;tern districts, and hostilities had actuall'y 
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solpmn deliberation on the events that had taken 

place. This organ was forwarded as a symbol that 

they had commenced hostilities against ~he Dutch . 

• 

- commenced between these two tribes and the Krepees, 'Who are 

closely allied to the .Accras, Mr. Simpson visited Accra for the 
• 

purpo;:;e of urging; the kings to make a mO're towards the seat of 

wm", anu for that purpose. he required them to furnish 2,000 men, 

with a captain in command, to hasten to the as!'istance of the Akim 

Chid Domprey, who, heading the Krepees, was fig~ting siDgle ~ 

• hanueu and gallantly resisting the combined forces of Asbant.ee, 

Aquawboe, and AWQOllab; his Excellency promising to supply 

them with ammunition RoO;; soun as they commenced to move. The 

kings readily, of course, consented to do what the Governor re­

quireu, and eogageu to send forward the 2,000 men in two weeks. 

Dis Excellency then, much satisfied w-ith tbis promise, and lJelieving 

in the nLility of the kings to perform it, gare them an order on the 

pul>lic cbest for 1001, in order to prepare the proposed e::s:pedition. 

Tbdr maje:ities recei'\ed the cash from the COllln.u~Ddant, and quietly 

t-bared it amongst themsel.es. A. few weeks nfterw'ards Lutterodt, 

CJelaud. myself, and others of the educated natives, who were quietly 

w;ltcbillg the CQUfse of ereots, ooe day met Kings Tackee and 

L",_\1(>, and asked them when th~ir contingent of 2,000 men 'Would 

llll.)\-e to tbe seat of 'W:lI'? They replied, >ery sheepishly, that they 

tlitl not know, a.nd they tllought they 'Would ultimately hare to seek 

3:-::<btance frow us. ~atter5 remained in this unsatisfactory state 

llIail tbe melaucholy death of poor Irvine occurred, and then was 

:HUU';CU ngain iu greater force than eler tue feelings amongst the 

educated nati.es thnt sOllletl/l'l1g must be done anlon.gst ourselves to 
as::-:ist the chiefs in restoring order to the country by finding means 

to check the in.asion of the territory by tbe A.sbantees. ~r. 

Simr:lOll~ after se-reral futile attempts to persuade tbe kings to 

keep their promise of Dlo\,lng 2,000 men to the seat of war to ~5:si~.t 

Dow,lJrey, gure IIp the tbankle:5s task in disgust and despair. Had 
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A council of war was immediately assembled, 

consisting of the following kings, with their chiefs 

and their-principal men- viz., Edoo of }fankes.im, 
• 

• 

:\t:r. Simpson taken the trouble to consult om educa.ted na.ti~e of 

respectability in this matter, he woald bo.\""e s3'fed himself much 

trouble and ridicule. -nnd the GUternment ~ome expem:e. On the 

12th A.ngo!5t )1r. William Lntterodt, reswing at old Dutch ..d.Ctm.. 

the acknowledged bead of the edoented Datins of ...\ccra. i!l'fited to 

0. meeting R.t his hpnse aU the edocated nati\"e$. nombering about 

sixty respectable persons, to hear what the kings hau decided Oil ~ 

doing in respect of the prosecntion of the ~ar. ~othing wha.te'fer 

resrnted from this meeting as regard.::;; the intention:; held by the 

kings, who plainly declared tbey were pow rIes:; mthout n~. lru­

mediately after the meeting broke up. in.it:ltions were b50ed to 

thirty of the priocipal edoca.teu. I'latites to meet at my hoose on the 

following evening (the 13th), nod accortlingly 00 the e,eoing of the 
l:"',th we. met together (llr. Bartel! ha,ing been reqoe3teu to oe 
present). I cannot now give yoo in detail aU that oecorreu; 
suffice it to say that, after the attention of the meeting had been 

forcibly drawn by se,en or eight prominent speakers to the pre~e-ut 
deplorable st!~te of the coontry, the inability of th~ Go,erornent to 

t do more tbilD give a. little pecuniary aiu alone ont]er the circnm­

~tances, and the acknowledgeu utter inability of the kings to do all:r 
thing nnn.ided by UR, it Il"as, after a further short I..!iscu~i'ion t\lUonf!~t 
the other per~ons at the meeting, nwmimowly resolved that aD 

!l.:isociation of the edu(.'tlted natives 5houlu at once be formed for 
the following purposes: That. con.5iuering tbe immense stake tl:t;!­
ellocated natives hold in the conntry, aou the interpst they therefort:! 
have in the prf"!servatioD of peace and order therein., nOll cOD!liJerin; 
fnrther that the kings them.5el.e:s ha.e ncknowletlged th~ir utter 

. want of pOll"er to compn~5 the object~ Cor which this meeting has 
been eODlened, tho.t in future it shall not be competent to tlie killg:­

of themselves to moot aDY qaestioos a.tIectiug the object.5 set furth 
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Otoo of Abrah, Akinney of Akumfie, A utable of 

Goomoor, Ammonoo of Anamaboe, and Meekor of 

~-\ j imakoo, besides other kings of lesser note. . E ach 

aho>e, either by tbemseloes or by communication with the Govern­

ment, without fir~t consulting with the body of educated natives and 

receir-illg theu- cousent. This 15 the pith and substance of the reso· 
lutiuu nrri\'etJ at on the erening of the 13th August. Before tb l' 

ull·eting:. howc'fcr, broke up, six of the educnted natives present were 
clt:c:ted by the meeting to act as a managing COUllll\ttee in the affa irs 

.of the country generally in conjunction with the kings, and this 

committee n"a;:i requested to draw up certain rules for the guidance 

of themselre:s and the kings, no nffairs of general interest, however, 

to he di:::cu::::::eu or carried out without the presence or the consent 
of the whole body of educated natiies. This commlttee is compo~ed 

of "'. Lutterodt (president). L. ilope, Geo. Cleland, J . E . R ichter, 
W . .l.uuor, and Illyself. Ou the 14th August the committee met the' 

kiu;;~ of .c\.ccra, anu laid beiore them the resolution which had been 
arrh"eu at at the meeting the preiious evening. The kings at once 
joyfully consented to the propo~itions laid before them, :lud promised 
iaitlifully for the future to act in all matter~, whether in peace or for 
lllfcig-n war, in conjunctiou :mu harmony with the educated natives, 
null to be guideu alone by their au,ice through their presidt;Dt. 
lwUl~diately after this the eowwittee communicated to Captaiu 
It tl:o-:'ell, the lnte Comm3.1u.laut of Accra, the re::mlts of the recent 

meeting; anu at a sub5~qnent iuten-iew with him, at hb request, th:l.t 

urucer heard with consiuerable nttention several ~uggestions offtTed 
by the cOlllwittee in reference to the present lJoliticlli crisis of the 

t: I~tcrn district. Captain Russell, while perfectly coinciding with 
tht.: npinions expressed by the committee, regretted his inability to 
t.10 anything for them, his term of office hn\'iDg that day expired, 
but he promi~cu to make knO'irD our snggestions to his succe~or, 

C:lptain Lees. wbo. be had DO t.1onbt. wouhl forward th~lD to the 
propt:r liuarll:!", aud Lc ,,"ouLl lecowrueuu him to uo ~o. At a 
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one took their great or fetish oath that they would 

stand or fall by the tribes who had been recently 

transferred, tight their battles, ann resist step by 

step any encroachment of the Dutch, And they 

agreed that preparations should be made to face 

the Dutch in their own territory, and ·.ttempt, if 
, 

possible, to drive them into the sea, and hand over 

the Dutch territory to the English Government. 

Their war-cry was that the Dutch Fantee should 

be conquered, and be made majeSlen populi .d.nglici 

cOlniter conservanto-i,e" loyally to acknowledge the 

supremacy of the English people. 

subsequent date, at the reqnest of Captnin Lees, the committee and 

the kings met Captain Lees, who also expre~ed his concurrence in 

our views geDeroJly, but also expressed his iDtlbility to assist os 

ODIl1tthorized by the Governor, but he gave os bis earne:st IlssuranL'e 

of all the aid he could possibly afford us. Thus bas been at Just 

formed this important combination, whicb necessarily is at present 

circumscribed in its objects and actions, which appear now to be to , 
bring to a. speedy close the wars and disturbances which bn-re well 

nigh brought Accra to ruin. and for this purpose the ellucated 
nlltives have subscribed out of their own pockets 300t. for ammuni­
tion for the chiefs i and it is to be hoped that the Go-rernmeut nnd· 
the Europea.n merchants will not be left a.t a distance by the t:ducateu 
nntives in this public subscription for the benefit of the whole com­
munity. So soon as success shall have crowned the efforts no\v 
being made to bring this wa.r to n. speedy issue, it ,,-ill be the duty 

f of the maoo.ging committ'ee to torn their efforts earnestly to the 
improvement of their country in the arts of peace and civiliution. 
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A few days after the atrocious conduct of the 

COIDruendahs, the Elminas, by ,,-ay of retaliation, 

fell unexpectedly on two families, to the number of 

twel-\-e persons, who had for years resided in one of 

their ..-illages as peaceful farmers, mortally wounded 
• 

• ome of them, and marched the rest as prisoners 

through the town of Elruina, where they were 

rp'cued by the Dutch authorities. The report of 

the.e audacious proceedings produced consternation 

in the ranks of the Fantee kings. Otoo of Abrah, the 

vanguard of the Fantee army, was ordered to march 

immeJiately to Effatoo with his men, where he was 

ana I doubt not tha.t, with God's help. we shall soon learn practi-

CJ.lIy the art of seli-go>ernment. This Yery imperfect skrtch, my 

ueaf Doctor, will gil'e you but a \"ery 51ight inkling of the uims nnd 
objeets of our lIew but import~nt mo.elllcut. I see in the future as 

the result of this combination the .t foundation of a good, u,:,eful, 
native seli-go,ernruent, pr()ut3.ble both to the English Go.ernment 

nn! the native population j" for the king::, left to tLemseh'cs ., the 
whole fabric of their Gm"ernmeot; rotten at the ba.....<:.e. lut$ fallen 

to the ground." .A. new reyil" has been established, which, sup­
porlou tnot pooh-poohed) by the Government, will in time attuin 
iuc:,tirna.uie re:mlt5. 

YOUl'S faithfully, my dear Doctor, 
J. BAKXERYAN. 

Dr. lIorton. )LD. 
P.S.-The _\.woonnh!', who signed the tre:\ty with Sir Arthur 

K~uuetlr, ;lOU the AqUllDlbves, who all s.igned the same treaty with 
Th. ~iiUp::,on, :If'e now at open war with the allies of the Accras. 

, 
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soon joined by Quachiframe, King of Denkera. The 
-,-

combined forces now moved on to Semue, and wel'~ 

there joined by King Edoo and his followers. All 

the different kings now rapidly arri,ed in camp, and 

took their disposition around Elmina. 

Whilst these movement~ were going on in the in­

terior, the Administrator of the Gold Coast issued 

a proclamation suspeuding indefinitely the sale of 

powder, lead bars, guns, fire-arms, and all other 

arms and munitions of war, from the Sweet I;iY<Jr 

to the River Volta; and making parties infringing 

the same liable to heavy penalties, iu addition to 

the confiscation and seiZllre of the goods so sold. 

The inhabita.nts of Cape Coast and di"trict were 

warned against meddling with the interior distUl"­

ances, and were impressed with the necessity uf 

remaining peliectly neutral. 

On the 28th February, 1068, the Admini.trat"l', 

H. T. U ssher, Esq., wrote to King Amfoo 0100 of 

Abrah, informing him that it had come to hi, 

knowledge that he, in common with the Fantee 

chiefs, had dispatched a large force tJ armed men 

to attack the Dutch at Comruendah, and to aid the 

rebellious people of that place, requesting to know 

the truth of the intelligence, and also wamin·,. theUl 
" 

• 
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not to compel him to use extreme measures against 

them, wh'o are dependents of England. . 

King Otoo, in reply to the Administrator', 

letter, acknmdedged the truth of the report, Lut 

alleged as an excu"e that the Ehnina people, who aTe 
• 

under the Dutch flag, had sent three companies to 

a",ist the Dutch Go,ernment to destroy the Com­

ll1cndahs. The kings stated that it was beyond their 

comprehension how the people of Commendah, 

who are not sla,es of either Government, could be 

bartered off in the transfer, and, when they refuse 

to go under the Dutch flag, their tOm} should be 

bomLarded, and the people sent adrift into the forest. 

The kings, whilst aclillowledging their loyalty to 

the British Goyernment, quietly reminded the 

Admini.trator tbat the land on which the neglected 

ri ver fort of Commendah now stands is the property 

of the people, and that they received ground-rent 

for it when the African -Company governed this 

coast. 

"-hilst negotiations were going on between the 

Administrator and the Fantee kinas, and whibt the 
" 

Fantee armed forces '''ere increasing around Elmina, 

reports of musketry were heard by the Cape Coast 

people in the interior on the Hh April, 1868. It 

• 
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appears that the Elminas, to the number of some 

.500 arm'ed men (report says 2,000), taking ad~antage 

of the unprotected condition of the left of the Fan-
• 

tee force, suddenly attacked a village belonging to 

Cape Coast containing from 150 to 200 inhabitants, 

killed four of them and ~ade prisoners of a few, and 

the rest escaped unhurt. This was a signal for the 

inhabitants of Cape Coast, who, being under the guns 

of the Castle and of Fort William, were hesitating 

(after receiving positive orders from the Adminis­

trator not to join the chiefs in the interior) what 

steps they should take. They now flew to arms and 

marched into the field, amidst the hurrahs of their 

women and children, with their" Headman" Att'lh 

as their leader, despite the remonstrances of t'he 

chief of the Executive Government. 

Foiled in his attempt of preventing the Cape 

Coast people from joining the Fantee al'wy en­

camped neal' Elmina, the Administrator issued a 

proclamation wherein he- accused Chief Quassie 

Attah of a breach of hi. oath of allegiance, in con­

sequence of which he was to be considered as "an 

outlaw, and deprived of his office and dignity," his 

property forfeited and confiscated to the Crown. It 

was further decreed-which decree was carried out to 

• 

, 
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the letter-that the house of Quassie Attah should 
. 

be pulled do\yn and demolished, as a warning to all 

seditious people at Cape Coast. r 

Whilst these proceedings \yere going on at 

Capll Coast. the forces of that place had arrived at , 

Abinah, the village which the Elrninas had attacked 

and lmrnt; they immediately advanced, opened fire 

on and drove back the Elminas. The Fantee force 

hao. now amounted to 15,000 fighting men (report 

says 30,000), and were thus disposed around 

Elmina :-

On the left, at the village of Abinah-the forces 

of Cape Coast, great and ~mall Cromantine, Moree 

(lately transferred from the Dutch to the English), 

an~ a portion of Goomoor. 

On the centre, encamped at Frampoon, were the 

forces of Abrah, Ajimacoo, Ayen, and Mankessim. 

On the right were the forces of Denkera. 

A namA-boe, Akumfie, and Cheefall. The Com­

mendahs were stA-tioned on the extreme right. 

\\hiJ.st the Fantee army was thus disposing itself 

in preparation for an attack, the Administrator 

dispatched Mr. T. B. Freeman to the camp to 

endeavour to prevent the hostile intention of the 

kings and chiefs, and if possible bring about ami-

• 
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cable arrangements between the Fantees and the 

Dutch; but his efforts were unsuccessful at first. A 

council of war was assembled on Saturday, the "3rd 

May, to determine the time and mode of attack. It 

was agreed that on Thursday following, early in the 

morning, the Commendahs on the extreme right 

should commence the fight, and a general attack 

should be made on the lines of the Elminas, the 

left to force in their right, and the centre to decide 

the fate of the day. This decision was to be kept 

as private as possible. 

Bnt the E lminas -were amongst those to ,,-hom, 

in the language of the Grecian bards, " the gods are 

willing to reveal themselves." 

There was a spy unrecognized in the camp in 

the person of a Fantee by birth, but who had 

resided for many years and found intimate con­

. nexions in E lmina_ He communicated the decision 

to the Elmin" chiefs, who, . with the Dutch regular 

troops, made a vigorous attack on the right of the 

Fantee forces early on Tuesday morning, the 26th 

i\Iay_ The Cape Coast force, although taken by 

surprise, met theUl resolutely, and dro,e them baek. 

The Elminas having now commenced the fight, 
• 
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whilst the left of the Fantee force was continuing 

the engagement, the centre, consisting of Ayen, a 

part of Abrah, and Mankessim, ad'-anced and 

att<l.cked the centre of the Elmina force; at the 

same time the Anaruaboes and others on the right 
• 

pres,ed them hard on the left. A general engage-

ment ensued, the Elminas and Dutch troops were 

d ri ,en in on all sides into the town. The victorious 

:trmy pursued them rapidly to the outskirts of 

the town, when a runrderous fire was opened by 

the heavy ordnance of the Dutch froru Fort St . 

. Tago, which staggered them for a moment. The 

Dutch camps were set on fire; several of their 

needle rifle, and _mall arDlS captured; attempts were 

made to oet the town on fire without avail. At 

~.30 P.lL the left and centre ceased pursuit, and at 

3 P.lf the right also ceased. The Elminas or Dutch 

Dl:tde no attempt to renew the attack, and it was 

decided by the Fantees -to commence operations 

again,t them the next day. 

In this engagement the greater part of the 

Fantee force took no part. The King of Abrah, 

either from jealousy or from the influence of the 

British envoy in the camp, withheld most of his 

men. The Commendahs on the extreme right, who 
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were to .commence the fight on Thnrsday, knew 

nothing of what was going on, but they were now 

ordered to join. Whilst preparations were being 

made for the work of the morrow, the British envoy 

redoubled his efforts for the maintenance of peace, 
-

and prevailed on the F";'ltee kings, since, as he 

argued, they had avenged the insult to their honour, 

to place the dispute between the Elminas and 

themselves in the hands of the A.dministrator for 

adjustment. The next day after the engagement, 

whilst most of the mea were preparillg to renew 

the attack, a report, which proved too true, was 

circulated, that the King of Abrah with his people 

had removed their encamping ground ten miles 

from the seat of war. Towards evening, their 

example was followed by nearly three-fourths of 

the army, and the Elmina war terminated with the 

retreat of the whole of the Fantee force the next 

day. 

A commission, consisting of ·W. H. Simpson, 

Esq., collector of customs, T. B. Freeman, Esq, 

envoy extraordinary, and W. Dawson, Esq., secre-

• tary of the Fantee kings and chiefs, were dis­

patched by the Administrator on board H.M . 

Ship "Pandora" to Elmina, to negotiate with 
• 
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the Dutch Governor and the kings and chiefs of 

Elmiua terms of peace, the substance of which 

was :-

1. That hostilities between the two parties should 

cease indefinitely. 

2. That the alliance between the Elminas and 

and Ashantees be suspended for six months. 

3. That the Elminas be allowed free intercourse 

with and through every part of the Fantee District. 

This treaty was to be prepared on parchment, and 

~igned by the king3 and chiefs of Fantee and 

Elmina, or their representatives, at the Sweet River 

which divides the two territories. The Fantee 

kings repudiated in toto the provisions of the treaty 

and refused to have anything to do with the pro­

ceeding, unless the Elmmas should make their 

alliance with AsJ...antee null and void, and unite 
• • 

with thelll, ofiEm,ive and defensive, against Ashantee. 

The Elminas on their part preferred retaining their 

alliance with the latter power; and since that 

tillle Ehnina has been besieged on the land side­

the inhabitants have been and still are in a state 

of semi-staryation. N ow and then sorties are made 

by one or other of the hostile people; an unpro-
• • 

tected yillage becomes the object of their fury; a 
D 
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few of the inhabitants are perhap. taken captives, 

~heir heads and hands cut off, placed in a basin or 

calabash, and p'traded round the town amidst yells 

of barbaric triumph. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Sen'ant, 

• 

J. A. B. HORTON, }LD. 
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LETTER No. IV." 

TO THE RIGHT HO",,- EARL GRANVILLE, K.G., D.C.L., 

. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 

CA.PE COAST CASTLE, 

12th November, 186V. 
:i\I Y LORD, 

In three successi,e letters, dated respectively 

tho l~th August, l~th September, and 12th October 

la8t, ,,·hieh I had the honour to address to the Right 

Hon. Ed\Yard C:ndwell, late Secretary of State for 

the Colonies, at present Her :Majesty's Secretary of 

i::ltate for War, I endeavoured to point out as clearly 

as possible the political state of the Gold Coast 

territory, from the time that the treaty of exchange 

of territory between tha English and Dutch Govern­

ments became an accomplished fact, down to the 

. tcrn.ina:icll of the Elillina war. In a letter, dated 

the 11th September last, the Right Hon. the Secre­

tary of State for War, in reply to my letter of the 

l~th August, informed me that as he "has no longer 

any immediate connexioll with the subject" treated 

of, he has fonnu:ded my letter to your lordship, "to 

• Re}ll)" dateu 29th D,'eoruber. 

D 2 
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,,·hom any further letters on the subject had better 

be addressed." 

It will be necessary for me, at this state of the 

subject, to take a retrospective glance at the political 

atmosphere of the whole Gold Coast territory just 

before the ratification of the treaty, and which in 

fact gave rise to the negotiation on the 3ubject 

between the Courts of St. James's and the Hague. 

Up to the end of 1862, "'hen Richard Pine, Esq., 

landed here as Go,ernor of Her :\Iajesty's Forts 

and Settlements on the Gold Coast, the country was 

in the most prosperous state; the blessings of peace 

had been felt and enjoyed for many years; all the 

kings and chiefs in tl,e inte:'ior were in perfect amity 

and concord with one anolher; the AshanteBs "'ere 

in the most friendly relations \\'ith Fantees and the 

British authorities; trade was in the most flourishing 

condition; bands of Ashantee merchants poured 

daily from the interior into the coast towns, 

loaded with gold dust, iYory, and other marketable 

articles, which they exchanged for European goods 

. and munitions of war. Even in .d.shantidom, their 
• 

interior Imrs had been settled satisfactorily, and they 

had celebrated a gala day in commemoration of their 

victories. The Ashantees, who are the life blood of 
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the Gold Coast commerce, were now (being freed 

from internal commotions) bent on carrying on an 

extensi,e trade with the sea-coast towns. The Crob­

boes in the eastern district, through the influence 

of Governor Pine, were gladly paying their debt . 
• 

There was a sort of happy lull in the political con-

dition of the whole country, when, about the 
• 

beginning of tlle year 1863, a misunderstanding 

arose between the British authorities and the King 

of Ashantee, which at first threatened the peace of 

d,c JJr"l~d'Jr;"~. ;11,,1 wl,i"h ultilll;1teh' l'ullllill~ted 

ill u}lt"ll 111l-.;rilitit" ... lwtwt"t"l1 tlifo fWd G/lYtnllll~Ht~. 

T]I~ aHilll' al,},e;u't:d :u fir:,1 tu lh~ Yery e[t .... y Hf 

'lll1i~·.tll)e an·;'lllg~"lJlt:'Ut. It Wa:-o I't:'}lortf'tl to tlJe Kiug 

of Ashantee that one of his lieutenants or chiefs, 

Quacoo Gamin by name, had, contrary to the laws 

of the country, found and appropriated to his own 

use a quantity of gold nuggets. The King sum­

moned him to appear in person at his Court in 

Coomassie (the capital) on a certain day. Gamin 

recei,ed the ~ummons and promised to' appear at the 

day and hour appointed; but being apprehensi,e of 

danger, he quietly fled ,,;th so of his adherents, sub­

jects of Ashantee, to the British protected territory 

of Denkera. Quacoo Duah, :K ing of Ashantee, onE 
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of the most peaceful rulers that has ever sat on the 

throne, sent a princely ambassador, accompanied hy 

a numerous and richly-dres •. ;d retinue, to Her 

:JIajesty's representative, to give the necessary in­

formation of the case and demand the extrawtion of 

the runaways. At a meeting held at the Pula,er 

Hall, in the Castle of Cape Coast, in which were 

assembled the Governor and Council, both executive 

and legislative, the Commodore of the station, the 

officer commanding the troop •. the principul mer­

chants (European and nati,e1, anu -the kings 

and chiefs principally of Cape Coast aLld its 

environs, the whole ,tfi,l,ir was warmly di'cllssed. 

The case of the King of Ashantee was set forth in 

a speech by his war-axe bearer, which was remark­

able for its fluency, rhetorica.l power. and argu­

mentati ve clearness, There was a division amon~t 

the members. Many of the merchants, mth Com­

modore Wilmot, stro~gly urged the Claim of the 

King of Ashantee, and recommended that Gamin 

should be delivered up ; whilst the chiefs of Cape 

Coast, who had been bribed by Gamin and some 

of the merchants, were of a contrary opinion. 

Commodore 'Wilmot endeavoured to influence them, 

by showing them how prosperous the country then 
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was and the evils of war, and clearly pointed out that, 

if they went to war with Ashantee, it would take fifty 

years to bring the country back to its then condi­

tion; but, qnot homines tot sententire, the voice of the 

multitude prevailed, and Gamin was quietly allowed 

to remain in the Protectorate. War was declared 

by the King of Ashantee, who made extensive pre­

parations to invade the Gold Coast territory. 

Viewing the state of affairs at this peculiar crisis 

of the country, an impartial witness cannot help , 
justifying both parties for the part they played in 

it-viz., Governor Pine in retaining Gamin, and 

the King of Ashantee in immediately declaring 

war; but the balance of justification rests with the 

King of Ashantee, and this I shall prove by my 

observations made at the time.* 

Governor Pine was justified, because, according 

to the British law, a refugee who cannot be proved 

to have committed any crime, and who claims pro­

tection from, our Government, cannot legally be 

delivered up to a tyrant or a despotic go'vernment. 

It is well known that the lives of the refugees, if 

they had been delivered up, would have been sacri-

\ 

• African Times, 1863-Page 138 . 

• 
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!iced. No sooner would they have crossed the 

frontier, than their heads would have been taken off 

and sent to the King of Ashantee at Coomassie; 

\ and Gami n requllsted that his head should rather 

: be cut off at the Castle-gate, than that he should be 
• 

deli,ered to the king. 

The. King of Ashantee was justified in declaring 

war, because First, the ,ery throne on which he 

sat was in danger. If he had not acted promptly 

in this affair, his people would have branded him as 

<L t:owal'd, and CC}Il:-O:t."LllleHtiy unWt ll'thy "to 1It..'t:UPY tht: 

.<tool "I' the k i 11 ..... :-: ,- uf 

_"\':·:]lHntet. ~te()l\d. if the I'efllg-et'-.... Were alllJwe~l tu 

relll<1in LI"idly iu the P"ute(;turate, lIit1uut :lUY 

demonstration being made regarding them, more im­

portant men would also have followed their example, 

and sought protection and security in the quiet 
• 

nile of the British Government. Third, before there 

was any commencement of actual hostilities between 

the two nations, the peaceful traders of the King 

of Ashantee were molested by the Fantees in the 

interior; their goods, consisting principally of muni­

tions of war, were seized, and the men themselves 

put in irons. They were, however, released, but no 
• 

• 

compensation was gi,en to them. Fourth, on such 
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an occasion, the generals and captains of the King 

of Asluintee would swear the great oath-viz., that 

the king had received an unpardonable insult, and 

that they were determined to avenge it. After this 

oath, the king would be powerless to prevent them 
• 

from marching an army against his enemies. It will 

therefore be seen that war was inevihtble, since the 

runaways were detained; and as regards the author 

of the war, in defence of the King of Ashantee I 

leave ~ronte.quieu to reply to it: he said. that" the 
. 

[rl1~ :llldlol" Ill' war i:-o 1I1)t Itt- \\ "01 rlt',·\ar,...,.: it. l)"t lit" 

aLllllt :al.HP(l JII\:"II . 
• 

King of A,Lalitt:c lJJaJ~ du<.:c grallJ JivL.iu1l~ uf Li~ 

army, and placed them under an experienced 

general of royal blood-viz., Prince Owoosookorkor 

or Osoo Cokkor. The smallest division, consisting 

of about ",000 men, was sent to the boundary of 

Wassaw on the west, witli. orders to avoid as much 

as possible any general engagement with the enemy, 

but to keep the Wassaws and Denkeras in check, 

and prevent them from joining the Fantee force. 

The second division, consisting of about 8,000 men, 

descended, after crossing the Praah, on the main-
• 

road towards Cape Coast, and pushed mpidly into 
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the middle of the country as far as it was safe, 

avoiding any engagement with superior forces. The 

third division and main body, under the personal 

command of Prince Osoo Cokkor, marched on the 

cast of Fantee through Akim, the most powerful 

lind warlike people in . the Protectorate, forcing 

everything before them. This tactic was intended 

to prevent the Aquamboos and _A..ccras from joining 

the kings in the eastern portion of Fantee. 

Whilst these preparations were being made at 

Coonlassie, the British force, c< ,nsisting of small 

detaohments of the 2nd and 3rd West India Regi­

ments, and the late Gold Coast Artillery Corps, 

numbering about 400 men, were distributed in the 

eastern districts of the Protectorate- at James • • . 
Town, Accra, Pram pram, Quanti-nang, and Kpong-

for the express purpose of effecting the early settle­

ment of the long-standing Crobboe fine. His 

Excellency Richard Pine, Esq., Governor, had per­

sonally visited that province, and whilst in that 

district he received a dispatch, confirming the 

rumour that three divisions of the Ashantee army 
\ 

had crossed the frontier and descended on British 

territory. Orders were immediately dispatched to 

recall the troops from the different outposts. 
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Fortunate' 't detachment of the 2nd West India 

Regiment, II Lagos, arrived at Accra at this 

opportune moment, on board the transport, in whioh 

the other troops were embarked for Cape Coast. 

Preparations were rapidly pushed forward for 

taking the field. 'Most of the natives who were 

able to bear arms left their towns to form various 

encampments in opposition to the Ashantee foroes. 

Great difficulty was experienced in obtaining- trans­

ports for the guns, ammunition, and other stores for 

the regular troops, so that women and children were 

employed for that purpose. Captain Wood, RX., 

l\ ro;'enue officer of the Government, received a com 

mission as major of volunt~ers, and was ordered to 

proceed to ~Iansoo to organize the native force 

there, which comprises the inhabitants of Assin, 

Abrah, Denkem, Cape Coast, and Anamboe. The 

Cape Coust Y olunteers were under the comman<l of 

Captuin Hutchinson, merchant; they were com, 

posed of the intelligent m.tives of that place. 

Whibt these prepamtions were being made on our 

si.de, a report was received that a severe encount~r 

haJ taken place in 11; cOllRiderable town of Agoonah, 

c:llIed Essicooruab. The Ashantees descending 

from Western Akim, whose kiag, Agiman, and 
• 
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subjects had fallen back as' the Asaantees ap­

proached, met an army of the agoonahs and· 

Goomoors, who had posted themselves in the forest 

and roads to give them battle. The Fantees first 

opened fit'e, which was warmly replied to by the 

Ashantees; and after a severe engagement, which 

lasted for six hours, in which both armies fought 

bravely, and many men on both sides were placed 

hOTs de combat, the Ashantees becnme masters of 

the field, and the Fantee force made a rapid retreat 

to the L',\UIP Itf ~.\.iilUHt:OO . 
• 
1IIII'ortant 

p I't:':-:ie rY €'I..l 

,,"LiJst it sntl('k t€'rrur tv rll'=' etH~ln~~, it lll"'pirl,a 

courage amongst themselves. Again, it opened a 

direct line of communication between their army at 

Assin and the main body. 

The British forces now hastened to the field. 400 

regulars and about 70 volunteers, under the com­

mand of Major Cochrane, marched, on the 19th 

April, 1863, from the seaport town of Anamahoe 

. to Mankessim. On theu' arrival, Captain Brown­

well, with 100 men, was detailed to proceed to 

,Vinnebah, which was then threatened by a body 

of the enemy. The troops remained ten days at 
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~Iankessim, which is about twenty-two miles from 

Essicoomah, which latter place formed the head­

quarters of Prince Osoo Cokkor, the Ashantee com­

mander-in -chief. They afterwards marched on to 

Bobecoomah, where a large native force (irregulars) 

\Vere collected. The Ashantee army, after the battle 

of Essicoomah, marched proudly through the pro­

,ince of Akumfie into Goomar, and in the neigh­

bourhood of Bobecoomah rashly advanced to a most 

dangerous position, where, if attacked with vigour 

and pertinacity, they would have been annihilated. 

The British force at Bobecoomah were now for the 

first time placed w~thin a ,ery short distance from their 

implaca1le foe. Scouts were sent out, which brought 

in positive evidence tha·" the Ashantees were within 

a quarter of a mile of the camp. Some of them 

had been wounded by the enemy, many killed, and 

others escaped unhurt. Yet still, with all these 

positive proofs before him, the officer cOlllmanding 

both the British forces and the native ilTegulars 

(~O,OOu strong) did not, or rather would not, permit 

himself to belie,e them, but issued immediately an 

order to the effect that the regular troops, as well as 

the greater part of the native troops, should march 

on to a small village called Endume, which was 
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some distance away from the enemy's camp; lea,ing 

only 5,000 at Bobecoomah. Some of the regular 
• 

troops, with a great many of their officers, and the 

whole of the irregulars who had been told oft; 

arrived the next day at Endume; the _ .... ojor com­

manding and staff, with the half of his .. ~gulars as 

body guard, marched iu a tangeut from Bobecoomah 

and Endume, and established his head-quarters at 

Mumford, on the seacoast, twenty miles away frOL' 

Endume. The officers of the ;lrd We.t Indi" 

Regiment, who had according to orders proceeded 

to Endume, were surprised not to find the oiliecr 

commanding in the camp the next morning. The 

whole of the force which left Bobeeooma.h were dis­

persed in every direction; some were at Mumford, 

some at Endume, whilst a detachment found its 

way to Winnebah. 

The Ashantees, flushed with the yictory of Es"i­

coomah, were detennined now to try their 'whole force 

with the combined native and British troops. .-tfter 

driving in the pickets of t.he allied army, and whilst 

this crazy manffiUTIe was being strategically per· 

formed, on Wednesday, the 12th ~Iay, 1 SG3, at two 

o'clock, the Ashalltees opened fire upon the nati,c 

army of Bobccoomah, whicL had been so disgrace-



LETTERS O:S THE GOLD COAST. 63 

fully deserted the day before. The battle lasted 

from t,yO until five p.m., leaving the Ashantees 

Ulo.sters of the tm\"ll. ,,-ith a large number of men 

in killeu, wOUllded, and prisoners. Th~ town ,yas 

razed to the ground; and had Prince 0800 Cokkor 
• 

pressed his victorious army further and marched on 

to Enduroe, he would have effected an easy vic' 'l'y 

over tbe panic-stricken host, which would ha,-e re­

taliateu for their losses in Doodoowah, nearly forty 

years ago. But he was a man of vacillating 

character, and, although loudly advised by tho 

,;e'l'eral princes of the blood who held subordinate 

positions as commo.nders of divisions in his army, 

includin!; two of the King's brothers, several of his 

sons, and the general's own elder brother, he refused 

to venture any further. 

About this time a reinforcement of j 80 men ar­

rived from Sierra Leone and Gambia in H.M. ships 

" Do.rt" and" Dover." Forty were sent to Accra, 

and the rest (140) were ordered to 1fansoo, under 

Captain, now Lieutenant-ColoneT iIarley, where a 

large native force had been remo.ining inactiye in 

camp for more than one month. 

Confusion now reigned' within the tanks of tho 

allied British and native forces, and nothing could 
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be heard but loud discontent in the mouths of every 

one. The Ashantees having defeated the allied 

force in twc! actions, and having successfully main­

tained their footing in the most fertile province of 

the Gold Coast for eighty days, during which time 

they lived on the produce o£ the towns and villages, 

burnt or otherwise destroyed the cereals and other 

native food, razed to the ground about thirty-four 

towns and villages, and about double the number of 

plantations, fell back upon their own resources, or 

retired on towns bordering on the frontiers of 

Ashantee on the 24th May, unmolested by an equal 

number of the allied forces who were watching their 

movements. 

-S oon after the action at Bo becoomah, His Excel­

lency R. Pine, under escOli of a body of volunteers, 

organized by and in the pay of Mr., then Captain, 

William Charles Finlason, of Cape Coast, l]larched 

into the field, and pitched his camp at Denkarc 

(Akum.fie), a few miles from Ajimacoo, where a 

large body of naii.ve force had congregated. A He 

elldeavollTed to. inspire Ihem with new spirit; and, 

in consultation with Major Cochrane, it "l'as agreed 

to make a sinlUltaneous attack on the ,·bh:mtee 

force, \vhich was then at Akim Swadrue. At this 
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time Prince Osoo Cokkor sent by one of the captives I 
i 

(Fantees) a symbolical message to the Governor, 

consisting of two sticks, one short and' the other 

long, and requested him to make his choice, If he 

took the short one, he was to give up the Ashantee 

runaways, and the war would be at once at an end; 

but if he retained the long one, he, the Prince, would 

continue the war for the next till:ee years amidst all 

difficulties. Mr. Pine retained the long stick, and 
, 

sent to inform the Ashantee general that he was 

prepared to prosecute the war for the next seven 

years, until the kingdom of Ashantee should be 

prostrated before the English Government. 

The Ashantee general-in-chief, knowing from ex-, 

perience how disastl"ous it is to keep a large army in 

the field during the miny season, principally from 

climatic affections, quietly withdrew int.o his O"Inl 

territory; and, after disbanding most of his men, he 

quartered a few in the principal high roads to the 

kinO"dom. o 

Governor Pine, shocked at t~e unsatisfactory 

termination of the war, from which a great deal of 

good to the Protectorate had been expected, was 

seriouoly taken ill in the camp, and 

do~m almo"t lifeless to Cape Coast. 

I 

was brouo-ht 
'" 

The regular 
L 

• 

, 
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tro,)p, returned r,) wim~r (rl1.iuy season) quarters 

within the fort,; ur: lle sea-coast towns, and the 

·, .... ti,e force retllmed each man to his own home. 

Thus terminated the first A shantee campaign. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Lordship's mo.t obedient Servant, 

J. A. B. H ORTON, }1.D. 
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LETTER No. V." 

TO TIlE mGHr HON. EA.RL GRA.NVILLE, K.G., D.C.L., 

. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, 

&c., &c" &c. 

CAPE COAST CASTLE, 

12th Decemb,,', 1869. 

~h LORD, 

Whilst the campaign was being vigorously 

prosecuted by buth parties with difrcrent modes of 

manomning, an episode ("hich tended in a great 

mcasuro to explain the feelings of the Fantees under 

Engli:;h rule to,,'ards those undm' the DutCh rule) 
• 

occurred which is worth recording In April, 1863, 

when the "'hole of the Ashant~e forces were in 
• 

Briti,h terri ton' , His Excellency Coloucl Elias, the - . 
Dutch Go,ernor, was in acti"e c,'rrespondence with 

the Commander-in-Chicf of th, Awantee army.' 
"' 

One of hi. letters was interceptet.. It ,,;as addressed 

-" To the Captain-General of the Ashantee army 

at ,,"ar against the British ;" and although it was not 

opeued on the coa:;t, yet still the ,ery fact of the 

correspondence haying taken "lace cau,ed :1 good 

• 
.; Reply tL.tcd 18th J.munr)", lSjv. 

'-' ., ... -

• 
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deal of ill-will amongst the Fantees against the 

Dutch.' On the 17th of August, the same year, 

King Quacoe Duah "Bnt through the English 

Go,ernor some 150 Dutch subject .. , nati,es of 

Elmina, "ho had been residiug in Coomassie for 

mercautile purposes, requesting him to for"ard them 

to Elmina, as they belonged to a neutral Go,ern­

ment. The Dutch Government, during the great 
-

wars between Ashantee and the British authorities, 

ex tending over ten years, including the years be­

tween 1820 and 1830, "hen the two great and 

disastrous battles of Essamacow and Doodoowah 

were fmight- disastrous, the one to the Ashantees, 

the other to the Er' tish, "hen Sir Charles ?!IcCarthy 

and others were killed- not only received the 
-Ashantees with OTl~n arms, but also sold powder 

and otber munitiop ' of war secretly to them. All 

tbese acts have pro Iced in the British Fantees an 

irreconcilable barrie' against any friendship or unity 
I 
i between them and the Dutch Fantees so long ao; 

I they remain under Dutch rule and allied to the 

I Ashantees. 

-

The utter failure rf the campaign, described in 

my last letter, led tc cries and meetings of indig-
, 

nation against the COl amander of the expeditionary 

• 
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force, and petitions to the Governor were presented, 

praying him to put a pressure on the home 

authorities, that prompt, adequate, and efficient 

measures might then be adopted to clear the Gold 
, 

Coast territory from all future troubles with their 

powerful neighbours, the Ashantees. 

In consequence, of strong representations from 

the Coast, the Government of Lord Palmirston 

ordered from tbe West Indies the 4th West 

India Regiment to tbe Gold Coast. About 450 

rank and file, under Lieutenant-Colonel Couran, 

in H.M. troop-sbip "Magrera," landed at Cape 

Coast Castle on the 13th August, 1868. The Gold 

Coast Artillery Corps were disbanded, and active 

preparations set on foot for taking the field, In 

December the first movement of the regulars for the 

field took place. The officer ,'ommanding diviued 

his armv into three divisions, to each of which WHe 
• 

to be attached bereafter 7,000 local militia volun-

teers and nati,e allies, A depot for the supply of 

the wbole camp "as formed at J'lfansoo, a place 

situated equi-distant between tbe sea-coast and the 

frontier, of tbe kinQdom of Ashalltee. 
~ 

The first di .. ' ,ion of the regular army, under 

Captain J'llackay, left Cape Coast alJout the 27th or 
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:':Stli of December, and arrive~ at Mansoo on the 

1,t .January, 136 4, where they. ware employed in 

building fortifications and clearing the bush around. 

A few weeks afterwards the detachment of soldiers 

at dccm received orders to move to Akim Swadrue, 

and join a detachment of men who had been sent 

there to protect the road. On the 25th January, at 

thre", p.m., the ~econd battalion of the first division 

of the army ( 4th West India Regiment) and the 

first battalion of the third division, composed of the 

~nd West India Regiment, undar Captain Knapp, 

left Cape Coast amidst the cheers of the population. 

They arrived at Mansoo on the 31st. On the 

morning of the 30th, Governor Pine, having pre­

>lously delivered over the entire military control of 

the Protectorate into the hands of Lieutenant­

Colonel Couran, commanding the troops, that officer, 

with his staff and the remainder of the force at Cape 

Coast, composed of a part of the ..ith and 2nd West 

I ndia Regiments, left the Castle for the Praah. The 

soldiers were in high spirits, determined 

" With rifle, gun, and sword in hand, 
To carry through Ashantee's crowdJ 

Our colours to Coomassie," 

They arrived at Mans()o on the 1 st, and left' on the 
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• 
3rd, arriving at the Praah on the 5th February, 

The army had to pass through dense and thickly­

wooded forests; at times they had to plunge into 

ravines of great depth, where the pestiferous ex­

halations of a humid soil steamed up amidst the 

incense of sweet-scented flowers, which shone 

through the deep gloom in every conceivable 

variety of colour. Here in some parts were exten­

sive pools of water, which they had to wade knee 

aud sometimes neck deep, to the great prejudice of 

discipline and good order; there a rapid and deep 

stream without a bridge over it, to be crossed in the 

best way each one could. Whilst passing through 

the forest, birds rivalling the fantastic variety of 

flowers, presented tints as brilliant and as beautiful 

as any of the ,egetable world; above their heads 

were chattering monkeys making grimaces, which 

occasioned not a little merriment amongst them; 

here and there were hideous reptiles of every shape, 

hue, and kind, from the gigantic boa, performing 

lIIDUSing gyrations amongst the lofty trees around, 

down to the alligators, which basked leisurely in the 

sun. 

Fifteen da,s before the first movement of the 
• 

regular furce took place, a company cOIDposeu of 
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!lity m·::;, trom the late Gold Coast Artillery Corps 

was organized by the Colonia.l Government, and 

T>1:t':ed under the command of Captain Hay, and 

order0,[ to march to Appolonia, the most western 

frantieT of the Protectorate, a.nd there serve as a 

corps of observation. 

At the commencement of the military move­

ments, His Excellency Governor Pine received 
• 

orders from the home authorities not to act on the 

offensive against the Ashantees, but to remain on the 

defensive. Subsequently his orders were that, if he 

found that he could not make a la.ting peace with­

out an offensi-.e movement on the enemies' territory, 

he wus to march to CoomaRsie. They therefore 

pl:\ced at his disposal about 600 additional forces, 

making a totn.! "f 1,2GO men ;-viz, 900 of the 4th 

W est India Regiment, 170 of the 2nd, and 220 of 

the 1st. 

The troops, after arriving at the Praah, com­

menced the building of an extensive stockade, and 

cleaTed the forest around the camp, as well as that 

in the enemies' country before the camp. The 

" Tamar" troop-ship, with the contingent of men 

expected, arrived on the 9th April, and 200 were 

detached and dispatched to the frontier. About this 



LETTERS O:-l THE GOLD COAST • 73 

• 
time the season had advanced, the rains had set in, 

and the river Praah had swollen considerably. Since 

the arrival of the troops on the enemies' frontier in 

January last, six months before, not an enemy had 

been seen; both officers and men who had served 

or were sening in the bush in camp, without any 

active engagement, were laid prostrate by climatic 

diseases, principally d:sentery and fever; the 

mortality amongst the officers and men who served 

in the bush was enormous, so that most of the 

troops were recalled from the interior. The debate 

in Parliament relative to the Ashantee war led to 

the entire withdrawal of the troops from the • 
ill-

terior, and the embarkation of most of the men for 

the West Indies. 

Thus terminated the second campaign against the 

King of Ashantee, which was by no means better 

than the first, as it left the original question in a 

worse state than it ever was, and the King of 

Ashantee in a position of moral conqnest. 

Confusion now reigned in the whole of the Pro­

tectorate; the prestige of the ruling power suffered 

fearfully; the inhabitants of the Gold Coast were, 

for the first time, distinctly told that, in case of an 

innsion, they were to be left to protect themselvWi, 



7<1 LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST. 

unless when the coast or towns in the imme­

diate vioinity of our forts were attacked; trade was 

stopped, and several of the merchants became bank­

rupts, and others in .a 'state next to it. 

Since the termination of the campaign in June, 

186-!, abortive attempts have frequently been made 

to establish a reconciliation between the Ashantees 

and the British Government. The most important 
• 

negotiation oIi th~ subject was made about the 

latter end of 186( when, through the influence of 

the Honourab,e George BlanJ;son, a native mer­

chant of Anamaboe, during the government of 
- . 

Colonel Couran, ambassadors with sixty-five re­

tainers were sent to. his Excellency the Lieutenant­

Governor to consider terms of peace. On the 16th 

January, a proclamo,tioll was issued, setting forth 

that, from communications received from Coomassie, 

through four duly accredited ambassad"rs of the 

King of Ashantee, dated 19th and 20th December, 

1865, and the 8th January, 1866, soliciting peace 

between his kingdom and the British Protectorate, 

peace was therefore declared and pl·oclaimed. The 
• 

King of Ashantee was indignant when he heard 

that the proclamation set forth that he had sued for 

peace. He emphatically declared that it was the 
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Governor, through his ~gent, who had commenced 

the peace negotiation, and that he now declined to 

continue the correspondence unless Gamin be first 

Through these circumstances the 

attempt at settling the Ashantec difficulties met 

. 
gIven up. 

with an .mtimely end, 'and the confusion between 

Ashantee and Fantee remained in statu quo. 

Hitherto I have said nothing whatever about the 
• 

eastern district of ,he Gold Coast, which comprises 

nationalities that took nu active part in the dis­

turbances of the western district,-viz., the A.ccrns, 

A.quapims, Crobboes, Creepees, and Adangmes. , 
They remained around their own . hearths enjoying 

their peaceful avucations. A few days after this 

delusive proclamation was posted up. for public good, 

war was declared between the Accras aud the 

Awoonahs, who resided on the other side of the 
• river Volta, beyond the present boundary of the 

Protectorate. 

The A woonah8, under the ' command of one 

Gemldo, a notorious slave-dealer, for some trifling 

misundershnding which happened eight months 

before, attacked Adah, a town within the Pro­

tectorate, situated at the mouth of the river Volta; 

seized the canoes, burnt K porng, the great em-

• 
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porium for cotton, and midway town between Accra 

arid Creepee, and destroyed a large quantity of 

goods. Geraldo, having selected a very favourable 

point as · the base of his operations, put an entire 

stop to' the trade through the Volta ri, er. Tidings 

of the daring pertinacity ?f the slave·dealer caused 

anger and cries for revenge throughout the whole 

of the mercantile community of Accra, and repre­

sentations were made to the Lieutenant-Governor 

to interfere and to compel the Awoonabs to give up 

Geraldo, and thus put an end to nny f.uther trouble 

in the matter. 

After some futile attempts at negotiation had 

taken place, war was declared by the Accras against 

the Awoonahs, and a large force, to the number of 

some 20,000 men, -was gathered at the plains of 

Adah. Colonel Couran, Lieutenant-Governor, sup-
, 

plied the expeditionary force with 1,200 muskets 

and about fifty ' kegs of ball cartridge, the whole 

native force being under the command of Lieut. 

Herbert, civil commandant of the eastern district. 

The expeditionaq force started from Accra on tbe 
• 

18th F ebruary, 1866; on the 18th March they were 

joined in the plains of Malamfie (which was selected 

as the ba~e of operations) by 50 regulars of the 3rd 
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West India Regiment," under Captain Hamilton, 

who, being the senior officer in camp, took over the 

command of the whole expedititm. He gave orders 

to the chiefs to carry out certain judicious measures 

~s prelill1inary to the final march on the enemy's 

terr;tory, but they refused point blank to obey his 

orders. He immediately withdrew from the camp 

with bis men, having no power to punish them, and 

he left Lieut. Herbert in command. 

After making som" preliminary arrangements, 

on the 25th March a force of about 15,000 men 

crossed to the left or A woonah bank of the river 

Volta. On the 3rd April they marched from Ado­

domey and reached Tojay, a branch of the Volta, 

which they cro~sed on the 4th, and encamped at an 

extensive grove of palm trees. Here they remained 

until the l~tL, and in a council of war it was decided 

that they should advance direct on the capital, 

Awoonah, on the sea-coast, which was about six 

hours' march. After marching about two hours, 

whilst passing through a narrow defile, surrounded 

by thick bush, the A wODoahS, about 8,000 strong, 

who had lain in ambush, suddenly opened fire on 

the leading men, and threw them into confusion. 

The Awoonahs now advanced and fired rapidly; 
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the guns, rockets, luggage, and everything were 

abandoned by the allied force, and there was a dis· 

astrous panic in the whole camp. The allied force, 

15,000 strong, were mercilessly shot down, caught 

alive, and driven in utter confusion by 8,000 of th 'J 

Awoonahs in the field. The day was inevitably 

lost; the. guns and rockets were captured and re­

captured by both parties; and, but for the timely 

arrival of Quow Daddy, King of Aquapim, with his 

army of -i,OOO strong, which opened fire on the 

A woonahs in their rear, a most fealful slaughter of 

the whole of the allied force would haye taken 

place. The panic-stricken army, the next morning 

becoming disorganized and dispirited, disobeyed the 

orders of the commander to ad'3.nce against the 

enemy or halt; but they made a precipitous retr~at 

to the Volta, where they arri,ed on the 13th 

(Friday) April, 1866, and crossed the next day. 

Every man now found his way home a~ best he 

could; and thus ended the campaign against the 

Awoonahs.* 

• . \ Illost faithful nnd es.tensil"e nccount of this.A. woouah cllm­
paign is to be fonnd in 3. letter nddre~~ed to the Af l'iccm Timr,~, 

published iu its number of September 2:?nd, 1866, page 28, which 
we quote as follows :-

• • 
In FelJruMY the Go,ernol' (Colonel Conran) determined to 
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In October, the Go,ernor, accompanied by two of 

the merchants of Accra, went to J ellee Coffee, the 

head-quarters of the Awoonahs, for the express 

purpose of endea,ouring to come to some amicable 

settlement of the whole affair. They proposed to 

the Awoonahs that Ge'raldo should be given up, 

and that 2,000 dollars should be paid by them on 
• 

account of the expenses incurred by the Accras 

through the war. To this the Awoonahs, who were 

victorious in the last expedition, rejoined that they 

could not deliver up Geraldo, he being a stranger in 

the cOlmtry; and that they, being the greatest 

sufferers in the war, could not afford to pay any 

indenmity. There was nothing decisive agreed 

upon, and the matter rested in this unsatisfactory 

state. 

The Ashantees, hearing of what had taken place 

in the eastern district between the inhabitants of 

the Protectorate and theiiC neighbours, must needs 

dip their fingers into the pie. The King of 

Ashantee sent messengers to the Aquamboos and 
. . 

~ist iu the pxpcdition against Geraldo and his band of robbers. 
~\fter hanng issued oat 1,200 old muskets and some fifty kegs 
of c1unaged ball cartriuge to Kings Cudjoe, of Jamestown, and 
Dnwoonoh, of Cbrbtiansburg. he gne them three da.ys to start 
ano take the Geld, under pti.ln of taking away the arms, &'c., should 
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A woonahs, offering them his assistance. The mes­

sengers took the great oath as to the truth of their 

mission; the A woonahs sent hostages to the king 

. 
they not leave within that time. This hurrying the people on so 
fast was the first error, and 3 very great ODe in the late affair. The 
consequence was tha.t, on the morning of Sunday, February 18, 
when Lieutenant Herbert, the civil commandllDt, commander-in-. 
chief of the expedition, started from Jamestown with King Cudjoe, 
there w"-,, not a soul that :u:companied them but Mr. John Smith, 
of Jamestown, who had charge of the rockets and gens, and Th. 
E. Bannerman, who had volunteered as a.djutant-general and 
private secretary to the commnnder-in-chlef, and the four men who 
carried Cndjoe's basket of state. At [) r .lI. on that day this party 
renched Pram Pram, twenty-eight miles from Accra. On the lath, 
at 6 P.lI., these were joined at Pram Pram by )Ir. Irvine nod :Mr. 
Clayton (the only English merchants who had engaged personally 
in the war, besides furnishing large supplies of money and mate­
rials), and two other of the Bannermans, with about 200 men, whom 
these four had equipped as 'Volunteers, :lIld tolerably well disciplined. 
The time fixed for stopping nt Pram Pram "Was tn-a days, and 
thought to be sufficient for enabling the whole of King Cudjoe's 
men to join; but it was nine days before the es:petiition conItl 
proceed, and then with only 400 men, to Xingo, the uext tOWD on 
the route to Addah, only eight miles from Pram. Pram. There 
it wailed three days for the J a.mestown people. But .King 
Dawoonah's force had taken the inland ronte; and the expedition, 
which up to that time had marched along the seashore, intending 
to go by tbe beach to -I.ddah, at tho mouth of the Volta, joined 
him on the 1st of March at Kanar, which W!l5i the place of general 
rendezvous. There the whole force remained for seventeen days, 
doing nothing. Kanar is about four honrs' foot journey from 
Addab, and two hoors from Melamfie on the Volta, opposite to 
which tOIVD, on the -I.woonah sille, Geraldo had encampeli The 
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-
and accepted his offer. He immediately dispatched a 

large army to their assistance, which commenced 

operations against the (,'reepees and Agotins, two 

whole force at K.n:ll' on l't ~Iarcb only ma.;tered 800 men; by 
the 8th, the Jalllestown an" Chri,tian,borg people bad joined their 

chief. besides the nntiH5 of Pram Pro.m: another of King Cudjoe's 

towm, which gale 3:000 arllled men. On the 11th and 12tll, 

tho natil'e5 of tue ..l.ccrn. tOWllS. under DarrOOllah- yiz., J...Jabaddy, 

leshie, Tellmah~ :llld Puney-mustering 3.000 more: joinerl. 
Durin,; this perioJ they bad been lD communication with the 

douutiul tribes in the 'Viciuity, most of whom had already eaten 

fetbh with Geraldo to fight for hiw, but seeing the large force 

preparing agninst him ha'i begun to waTer. Lieutenant IIeruert, 
thinking his fOfce sufficient to take the lieltl, dis.patched :Yr. Irvine 

:lUU )11'. Cbyton to Aduah to muster 100 large canoes and COllTey 
thew from .luuah to )lebmfie, to transport the force acr05S the 
Y olta to attack the enemy. Througb the u~ual clilatoriues5 of the 
n:lti.cs, it ~M four clays before tllt'Y could report that they ,,""cl:e 
reaJy to start from .lddah. "ith onll .sixt.-fi,e canoes. Accord-

o • 0 

ing-Iy. ou SaturJ:IY. the 1 itb :.\larch. at G 1~.'lI., Lient. He.rbcrt. with 
his G.cJOO men. marcheu. to :\Icl:.lrufic. tfbich was found to be quite 
desert cu. the inhabitants ha.ing gooe across to the euemy, who were 
euc3.m}l('J f:l.nctiy ('}lposite the plal'e (the ri,er is there about 400 

yurds "ide); but one man "as c:JI,tureU, who with aoother hall uceu 
left to watth; the other escnped b:' swimming acr05S the riYer, 
although at It:<l:'t fifty shots were fired at him. The enemy returncu 
the fire. whkh W.1$ quite harmless. Geralt.1o bim~elf firing his ::\lillie 
rine. This Ulall was recogllizell nt once, stnndiug in a very pro-

• miuent pO!'itivn. In con::et)uence of the 'fer)' difficult nature of the 
ground frol~l Kanor to :Melamfie. it was 3 r.:lf. beiore the rockets 
nOll fit:hl-1)icct'~ came up, wlder the charge of )Ir. Smith. On hie;; 
naivnl. Li<.>uttJlUllt l!el'bert directed him to throw a shell nnd 
rockets into Gtraldo's camp. 'The first rocket de~troyed hali their 

" 
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tribes in the interior, allied to the Accras. Whilst 

this negotiation was going on, about the 27th April, 

1867, died suddenly in his capital, King Quacoe 

ca.mp, a very exten5ire one. The enemy ma..st hni'e suffered great 
damage thi3 first dilY without 1055 to tl.5. On the lath, at 11 ..\,)[., 

Mr. Irvine arch'ed with 800 Addab3 in sixty-five canoe.:::, escorted 

by n guard ilf tilty ruen of the 3nl West Illdi~ Rep;iment, under 
Captain Humphrey and Lieutenant Stewart, with Dr. Daries, 

S.,A.S. (a native), in medical charge, a rocket, nnd one howitzer. 

On Capta.in Humphrey's acrinl he, as seninr to Lieutenant Herbert. 

a5:i umed Lhe chief commall(~ and directed lIr. Smith and Lientennnt 

Stewart. with their guns and rockets, to shell and destroy the re­

maining portion of the enemy's camp. Tbis W:l.S very speedily 

effected. Cuptain Humphrey, observing that Geraldo had :ie\'eral 
lar~e English canoes and boats hauled up on the opposite bank, 
ca.iled for fifty ~. )lunteers to proceed across the ri .. er and tnke 
po:;scssion of them. These fifty men, fnrnislJed by lIessr5. He5Se, 
B.riand, .J.ddi, nnd B'lnnennan, joined by 1.:;0 ..ldJahs, cro~:ied over 
in .,ixteen CallOe:i. anel, though opposeJ by some 300 of Gernldo's 
men poste? on an eminence, made good their landing, dro-;e the 
enemy from tueir positiou. killing large nuwbers; but, instead of 
rnrt'ying out their ordp.rs, and briDging Clwny the canoes :lnd boats, 
they pursucd the flying enemy inlanu, until the latter were largely 
reiufol'ced, ~nd drove them back. 

'£hey suc(!ceded, however, in bringing oli with them SL\: hrge 
cauoes, but at the very moment of pushing on another canoe, which 
contained the head chief o~ :lddah, was upset, and the enemy, being 
secreted in thick buslJes within ten yards, picked off this chief and 
fonr of his principo.l capto.ins, and some dozen inferior men; the5C wel'C 

killed outright, and some thirty-six more were wounJed. (Tbrough 
the skill of Dr. Da~ies every wouo.deu. mnn has since recoveretl .) 
This affair blld a ba.d effect on the whole campaign, as from that 
day the Addllhs had no leaders. On the 20th the remainder of the 
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Duah, the . most peaceft:l aud wise ruler of the 

kingdom of Ashantee, and was buried in the 

mausoleum of the kings amidst the most revolting 

force reacbed the camp. Quow Daddy, King of Aquapiru, a very 

brave m ... , but most bloodthir;;ty and crne~ arrived with 4,000 

meo. His men were by far the best in the field, being most amen­

able and obedient to anthority aud their king. King Tackee, the 

king at the wbole eastern districts, but residing in Dutch (1) 
..tecra, also lI.rnl'ed Con the same day TIitb about 4,000 men- briutr­
ing up the force to over 1G,000. "itb tbis Jarge force, Captain 

II umphrey decided to cross at once, and sent a body of Addahs 

over at daylight, on tbe 21st, tD establish themselves on a bjll to tbe 

left of the enemy's position, so as to 'U"itbdr:l'w their attention, 
• 

whilst tbe maiu body crossed in tbeir front. The Addahs gained 

their position without being opposed, and immeUiately sent one 

canoe back with the information- that the enemy bad entirely 

vo.nbbed. Oruee was then at nn cnd. Capt. Humphrey then wished 
to stllI't in pur~uit of the enemy nt once, with the Tiew of effecting 
the capture of GeralJo, who, it was repol'teu., hnu heen se,erely 
,,"ounded by the Lu"ting of • ,hell. nnt the people, who looked 

more UpOll King Tackee as the commander-in-chief than upon 
Captain Humphrey, grumbled and growleu and he,itated. Captain • 

11llwphrey thl:ll gale orders fOi' 2,000 men to occupy the po:£itioll 
recently 'r::u:'.lteu by the enemy; thi::; order the chiefs all, with the 
exception of Dawoonah, oi Cllristinn:::borg, refused to obey, 
DRwoollab, 'Who is :l ,ery sensible old man, educated in Copenhagen 
f3;Ollle ferly years ago by the Danish GOiCrnment, ordered his men 
acro:::; the riler, intending to go. hiJ.D::.elf, with his tent, &' c., next 
day. saying that he, as n Britiih subject, would not recognize the 
authority of ~ kin~ }i,ing unde-f the Dutch flag, :lIlU who had 
Lroug:ht Dutch fi::1.0'5 to the campaign. This createu much ill-ie:clin3 
iu the camp; auu, as nearly the 'tI.. 1,(,'C oi the othertowr.s :::it.lCtl. with 

Tuckee, the DutchmUD, they COll ]" ' ;\' l 'clwoonah to recall hi::; men 

F :l 

• 



• 

81 LETTERS O~ THE GOLD COAST. 

massacre of the population. He reigned twenty- . 

seven years, and was succeeded by his nephew, 

Coffee Culeary, a fiery young man of thirty-five, and 

from the other side. CaptlJilL R "mphrey. u'!!'~J this done ii, open 

defiance of his aut/wl-ity, at once l-?fl ji.i/· ..:ldd"l. ,t;I;/. !tid dt;lac1tJ/Eld, 

lem'in:J tlte expedition in. da,'ge of L ieut. He··bert. Lieut. Herbert 

caHcll :l general meetiug oi all the cl.Jici~, autI told thew phinly that 
if they rr:iased to obey his orders, and chose to look to the King of 
Dutch ..iccra as their chiei, he also would lea\e them, and take 

~way the gans and rockets, and thnt tt, Europeans und native 

gentlemen woald accompany him. They then pn:Huiscu \filling 
ohcuicnc:e from that duy. But us he baJ. !lot one regul:tr :\!,}hlicr 
with him,.he had no power to eo force ob(:di'~nce. 

On the 22nd, JIr. Irvine left )Iebmlie for ..l.ccr.-t and Cupe Coast, 
deputed to apply to the GO'fernor for il further supply of amOJuni· 
'tioD, Dud, in case of refusal, to purcha5e some. :Mr. Clayton, being 
sick, left with him, both on borseb[lck, 

jiciamfie is eighty wiles from Accra. tbrough n most magnificent 
country, but nothing to eat au the roau t:n you reach Pram rr~m. 

On the 2;3 rd, 24-th, and :!5th, the whole force cr05seJ. ovcr nnJ. 
encamped at u. place called Adodoway, exnctly oppo;;;ite )Ielawue. 
During the period from the 20th to the 2.)ch, some trrenty stragglers. 
belonging to )Ielawfie, who had joined GernlJo, but h;lIl lleserteu 
him, were caught. J..ll the56 the chiefs nominally umlC'r Lieut. 
H erbert executed in cold blood, as soon ns they iOUllll that they 
had foaght on the opposite side on the previous Suuday. T4eir 
heads were cut off, and the sli:ull~ baring been cleaned, were fixed 
to the drum~ as trophies! ~ ! Three ruen that were caught on the 
day of the enemy's retreat were re~cl1ed by 1fr. Ellmund Banner­
man. as Liel1t. Herbert hal issned orders that no oue !::hoolu be 
killed without beiug first brought to him. ..is he was conducting 
them to thot port of t!:le camp where he wns qaarterell, some of tho 
crowd following (about 5,000 ruen) recognized them as three of the 
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the old feud between Ooomassie and the protected 

telTitory was vigorously kept up. 

Since the peace negotiations of Colonel Couran 

principal of Geraldo's sopporters, two of tbem being blaclismitbs 
who had been engaged for six months casting ~finie bullets for him; 
tbe third, a fetish-man ",ho used to make fetisb for bim i-for be 
belie,ed io it. 10 less than fifteeo seconds their beads were ofi. 
nIl :Ur. Bannerman's efforts to save them being unava.iling j and b~ 
had himself a narrow escape, as the people, in their eagerness to kill 
them, were not particular as to the dire('tion in which they struck. 

The srenes in ('amp at tbis time 'l\e1'e truly awful. The cutting 
olI of heads:lIld the motilation of bodies, and leaving them to be 

disposed of by turkey buzzards aod patakoos (hyenas), dreadfnl as 
nll tbis was, were by no means the most painful sights. 

One day our people -heard that the wives and children of the 
lfelarufie::!, those who bad sided with Geraldo and fought against 
them, were biding in the bush close to Melamfie, near their camp. 

SOllle 800 of them at once proceeded to the spot, and captnred 
tbe whole, consisting of nbout 500 women and children, of from 
t"Wc'lve years down to infants. These, however, turned out to be 
not :'IIe!umfies. but belon~ing to neutral tribes, who, in fear, had 
hil1Llcn their familics in thl~ '\Tay. The Commandant, on this being 
reported to him by King Dawoonab, directed )Jr. Hesse aDd )ir. 
E. B:lunerman to go to e-rer)' chief and demand the restoration of 
nil th(>~(' poor creatures thus taken by their people. In this manne!' 
about ~50 were reco-rel'ed. The scene that took place when these 
-!.j(\ werc all collected !n front of the Commandant's quarters was 
truly painful. :'IIotbers wbo bad been separated from their snckling 
infants. anll chilt1rcn wbo had lost their parents, thus meeting again, 
no{1 ~till uDcC'l'tnin of their ultimate fate (for the men taken with 
them had heen \lecapit:lted in their presence), aUlI embracing anti 
clingiug to eaeh other, the whole weeping and wailing in a manner 
that might db~oh'e stones, bnt could Dot, and did Dot) have the 

-
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and the two Accra merchants, it was arranged that 

everything was to be left until the arTival of the 

Governor-General. On the 6th April, 1867, he 

s:i~hte~t effect on the persoll3 who had origin::tlIy panyurreu them, 
and. were eagerly watching for any want of vigilance to retake th~m. 
It wns in truth a. most painfnl sight. There were mWly of these 
womeo and children carried oil by the ..I.ddahs :lIld A.ccr<l5 before 

we conld interfere. I ,honld think tbat upwards of 100 so disap­

peared; and some who ooght to have been above sucb dealings 
participated in the horrid plunder. Those th.:lt were relellScd 'Were 
restorea to their barnes. With rega.rd to the e.xecntion of pri50ners 
in cold blood, the :lct itself perhaps was nC't so much to be blamed 
as the horrible and crnel mode in which it w.tS cnrried ont. )fost of 
those that were decapitated were deserring of death properly in· 
flicted. For instance, aU the lIelam.fies who were caught with arms 
in hamJ.::; shonld han beeu hong at once,·and would in most in· 
stances have been so hung had they been brought before the proper 
authorities; but they were generally d~capitated a3 soon 8.5 they 
wero recognized as MeIllDlfies. They may have deserved death for 
this renson: 1!elowfie is in the Protectorate, on this side the 1'" alta. 
Tbe Mel.mfies are n.turally .Ilie, of the idCoh. and therefore of 
Accra also. Tbey took .mmunition from tbe ..I.dd.h, for tbe par­

pose of aiding them to fight against Geraldo. T'Laey also recei,ed 
some from Gernldo with which they :lctoaUy ,ought against the 
Add.b" &c. Had tbey joined the Addahs, or even remaiced 
neutra.l, Geraldo could have given no trouble to the country. 
When the allied forces arriveu in Kanar Camp they came and 
offered to join. The night before the force left Kanar for :Melnmne, 
tbey decamped and gave Geraldo fuU information of aU movement .. 

Had tbe people capt1l1'ed a bona fide A.wooucb man they wonld 
never have executed him. They would either keep him as a slave, 
or let his family ransom him. In tbe heat of battIe they som.times 
do kill prisoners, but not always. 

By tbe evening of the 25th, some 16,000 meD were all OD the 
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(Major Blackhall) anchored off Accra roadstead ; 

heard the complaints of the merchants and people; 

proceeded down to J ellee Coffee with the Adminis-

..l.woonnh b.nk of the ri,er -'olt •. By the 1st April the (oree was 

weeded of some thousand or so cowards who did not relish going 
into the beart o( the enemis country, and disappeared. Ou the 3rd 

• 
~pril tbe (orce marched (rom Adodomay to attack the enemy, sup-
posed to ba,e encamped about a day's march from that place. On 
the -1(h it reached the ri .. 1' Tojay, a branch of the \' olta, amI, 
h:rring crossed it,· encamped in an immense grove of palm trees. 
The camp here was for once formed in regular order, especially that 
o( the Aquapims. 

It took four bours to visit the whole camp, hurriedly eren. The 
force hnlteu there till tbe ~2th, wben it advanced witb the intention 
of going direct to the sea· coast tOllD of Awoonah, the capital 
of .A. woo!Hl.h) nnd. residence of the king and head fetish . It was 
t;upposed to be six hours' journey. After marching about two 
bOUfS ycry sloHnly, with rocket-tube and field-piece in front, the 
Awoonahs, 8,000 strong, suddenly pt)uuced upon the expedition 
in a place most fa'lourable to tbem-a. 'rery narrow defile surrounded 
by thick bush. The enemy had pos;es,ion of the bosh in (ront and 
on ('neh flank. Their first fire threw the leading men (most of whom 
were carriers of luggage) into great confu::,ion; these falling back 
~ot mixed up with the women carrying ioacis. It was II regular sur­
pri:;c. Tue Commandant, with most of tb~ native gentlemen, were 
!lctually sitting down in front close to the gun when the first musket 
was fired by the encmy. tJofortunately. the carriers of the ammuni­
tion for the rocket-tube and howitzer were nowhere to be found. 
The enemy ndmncing rapidly. there WIlS no help for it but to sban­
dou gnn, rocket! baggage, nnd e,erything. A complete panic ensued; 
Dot a shot could be fired without hitting our owo people. Our men 
were being shot down, cut down, noll caught alire without resistancc. 
llere we were, 15,000 meo, wbo boasted of ha'riog conquered the 
Mhnntees, "ell-armed nnd no doubt brave, fiying before .t most 

• 
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tmt0r; received on board his yacht John Tar, 

merchant of that place, and a chief of a small 

bam let called Sro~b€y. The whole Palaver wus 

entl'r"d into, and ~Iajor Blackh"". the Go.ernor­

General pointed out to them the €.ils of war and 

the good tbey would deri.e by h(1:002' ' ~ce. These 

people made protestations "hilst on board of sincere 

contrition .. and agreed to and signed (l, treaty of peace 

on behalf of the Awoonahs. This treaty was only 

\"Olih the paper on ,,,hich it was wl:itten, inasmuch as 

8,000 A.wooollhs, whose only bullets were small stones! It W::J.3 

lihgracciu l. All efforts to check the flight \Tere in .aiD. _\. few, 
1'3peci:lUy the Dutch Accra:.-, m;; (le a stand, anu suITered most 

'H""'!j in COtlsc4ttcnce. hut it checked the er.:'\my. A.t length, 
Quow DJ.ddy, the KiD~ of A..qoapim. who hall with his 4,000 bra.e 
men tnken n different line of ruarcll. got to the rcnr of the .Awoonahs, 
::m,! pluced them in tueir Oml trap. They then begnn to turn, nnd 
tinnIly threw away their IlrtDS and Ued, being- pursued by the ..lqua~ 

pims and (\ iew ..lccras. These slnug-htcred them like sheep. X at. 
withstanding nIl thij tnrn of the tiNe at least 5,000 of our Olen 
continued theil' flight. The whole affair lasted only three or four 
hOUf!. Dl1rin~ this pefiod tbe glm was captured and recaptured a. 
dozt>n times. When the A'i\"oonnhs 6rst seized it. one of them 
jumped up on the top of it nnJ began to dance. lie was at once shot 
down. .another took his place. He was shot; and 5;0 on nntil ten 
b.d been so killed. Then they fought hond to bond for the gun until 

they ",ere finaUy driven awny. We lost about 6;; kill"l and 320 

wounded, and, as we hu.d now no Dr. Davis, nt least 150 of these 
subsequently died. The enemy was pursued almost as flU' ns Jellee 
Coffee and Awoonah. Notbing bad now to be done bot to follow 

• 
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at the very time of signature and subsequently, the 

A woonahs, "ith their allies the Aquamboos and 
• 

Ashantees, were committing the grossest acts of 

robbery, murder, and pillage in the Protectorate, 

had entirely stopped the navigation of the Volta 

and blockaded the roads to Creepee, and had formed 

fm alliance offensive and defensive with the Ashan­

tees, who 'were ·in arms against the Protec.torate. 

From the statements contained in this and the 

la~t letter, it is endent that the political atmosphere 

tllem 1lp with the whole force. and finish the war at one blow. But 
tbe morning's pauic bad totally disorganized and dispirited the whole 
force. They declined to obey the orders of Lieutenant Herbert, 

either to :1dmnce (lr bait. They preferred retreat. The chiefs also 

WE're not unlluimolls. King Quow Daddy was so annoyed at thi~ 

ctlIltlnct on the p:rrt of his nllic:" that he at once struck ills camp and 
llInrc1u:d hi~ hr;1\"e nrmy dirl't:t home, lending himself on foot, a fine, 
ttl!. hflll.homc man. The rest or the army, hnving confidence in no 
oue d5C hut Quow DauJ.y nml hi:; p~ople. nt once followed. This 
wu!' on t!.Ie morning of Frilluy, the 13th. The snme evening we 
rl'<1.ched the lolt:!., and cro5~eJ it Dext day. TVe then proceeded to 
..Adunh with our rockers nnd gunsj the majority of the army had left 
their chids 0.0 ,1 g'one home. The chiefs weot with us to Addah. 
Lieuteuant llerbert finding tbis wns the state of affairs. and being 
sick, left for ~\.ccrn, placin~ the command of such nn army as was left 
iu tue hnnds of l1r. He$~eJ who. with the other gentlemen that were left 
with him. nrl'il'"ed file clayS after in ..icera, le:l.\'in~ the three 1;:in"5 of . _ e 

Accra (Jamestown, DUlt.:h, aUlI Cbristinnsborg), who with their 
principal captains werc still at Addah, where they were determined, 
they said, to remain till G ernldo was captured. Thus ended the first 
cwnps.ign ngllill.<;t Geraldo and the .A.woonahs ! 

-
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of the Gold Coast territory, when the ratification of 

treaty 'between the Courts of St. James's and the 

Hague took place on the 1st January, 1868, was in 

a very unsatisfactory condition. The feelings of· 

the whole. Fantee race were in a state of morbid 

irritation; and although peace with Ashantee was 

looked for with great anxiety, yet still they refrained 

from accepting a humiliating peace.' The compli­

cations wi·.h the neighbouring tribes about Accra, 

which ·terminated in hostilities inglorious to the 

inhabitants of the eastern district, were still pending. 

The Dutch haviug kept up friendly intercourse with 

Ashant€e during the whole of their misunder­

standing with ]<'antee, and having acted llS the 

latter considered in a manner hostile to their in­

terest, were in great disfavour with the whole of the 

tribes under British rule. The country was in this 

state when,. dUI~ng the transfer of territory, the 

outrage on Commendah was committed, and the 

whole of the British Fantee. ill the western distJ~ct, 

unlike their usual procrastination, rose as ODe ma.n 

against the Dutch. 
• 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D. 
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LETTER N Q. VI.* 

TO THE RIGHT HON. EA.RL GRANVILLE, KG., D.C.L., 

SECRET.lllY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, 

1IY LORD, 

kc., &0., &c. 

Tnx CASTLE, CA.PE COAST, 

12t" Jan=ry, 1870. 
• 

After the retreat of the large force en­

camped around Elmina, as detailed in my letter 

No. III., each division of the army, according to their 

province, retired to their own homes, and the Elmina 

difficulties remained for a time in stat It quo, until 

His Excellency Sir Arthur Kennedy, the Governor­

General, paid his first visit to this part of the coast. 

During thi:; ti.ne, however, many small maraudiD.g 

expeditions 'vere taken for the express purpose of 

plunder by each conten~ng army. . One or more 

smull, unprotected ,illages generally fell within their 

reach, and cold-blooded murder, with the plunder 

of a few trifling articles, was the result of their 

midnight raid. Engagements at sea were not un-

• Reply tb.rough Administrator of the Gold Coast in Dispatch 
No. 116, dated 28th FebrUtlty, 18iO. 

• 
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frequent. Sometimes canoes from one Dutch settle­

ment were waylaid and attacked, their contents 

pillaged, and the men taken as prisoners; another 

time, a number of fishing canoes of the Fantees 

would suddenly make to and attack the same or less 

number of Dutch fish canoes. The result of these 

mimic engagements were invariably in 

the former parties. 

favour of 

His Excellency Sir Arthur K ennedy, Governor­

in-Chief, arrived at Cape Coast on the ~7th Octo­

ber, 1868, in H.M.S. "Lee," and immediately took 

measures to make himself thoroughly acquainted 

with the subject of di,pute between the English and 

Dutch Fantees, and then proceeded ' to adopt the 

most feasible method of putting a stop the mis-
• 

understanding. He repaired to Elmina, and "ith 

Governor Boers" com-ened a meeting of both Dutch 

and native authorities. He informed them that, 

being well acquainted from documentary and other 

evidences of all the pros and COilS of the quarrel 

between the Dutch and English Fan tees, he had 

.' personally appeared before them not to discuss the 
• 

. point in dispute, but to arrange matters amicably 

• 
... Dutch Governor of Elmina. 
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• 
between them, and therefore proposed, in a most 

statesmanlike manner, that in consequence of the 

e:.:change of territory between the two civilized 

Governments on the Coast, which had led to a 

great change in the political position of the neigh-
, 

bouring- independent tribe, viz., Ashantee, it. behoved 

the people on the sea-coast to be united in one 

common bond for mntual snpport, offensive and 

defensive, A treaty based on these conditions was 

the only means by which a lasting peace could be 

secured to the countries under British and Dutch 

Protectorate. The tall, fine, majestic figure of Sir 

Arthur Kennedy, with hi, silvery locks, urbanity of 

manners, decisi,e and rather imperious tone, struck 

the nati,es with a sort of ,eneration or re,erential 

awe, and brought vindly into their recollection the 

like stateliness of Sir Charles McCarthy, who was 

killed at the battle of Es'umacow. The Elmina 

chiefs retired from the c6uncil chamber to consult and 

frame a fitting reply to His Excellency's proposal. 

The Dutch (;o,e11101', perhaps obsel'nng the effect of 

the earnest appeal of the Go,erno1'-General on th@ 

Eimilllt king and chiefs, sent one of his officers to 

join them in their consultation, and so to dictate 

to them what reply suitable to the wishes of the 

• 
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Dutch Governor they should return. The chiefs 

refused in toto to ally themselves offensively and 

defensively with the English Fantees and give up 

paying tribute to Ashantee, and they further stated 

plaiuly that they preferred the friendship of the 

latter nation . 

Sir Arthur Kennedy now denounced their conduct 

and that of the Dutch authorities as being open to 

the gravest reprehension, and then retired from the 

council hall, and embarked soon aftenmrds for 

Cape Coast. He informed the chiefs of Fantee 

of the result of his interference, and told them that 

they were at liberty to undertake any expedition 

aga.inst the Dutch Fantees:" 

• In November, 1868, a Memorial, ~ettillg fortb the state and 

feelings of the conntry, drawn up bY"ID. Clea'f'er, Esq., agent of 
. Messrs. F. nnd A. Swanzy, wns intendeJ to haTe been presented to 
Sir Arthur Kennedy, C.B., Governor-in-Chief of the "e~t .A.fric8D 
Settlements, but which, unfortunately, was not forwarded; but as 
it treated on points of great interest with respect to the transfer of 

territory, I shall here quote it verbatim et literatim:-

" The Memorial of the kings, chiefs, &e., of Ber lIojesty's posses .. 
,ions on the Gold Const-Respectfully showelh:-

41 That the con,ention between Her ::Uojesty and the King of tbe 
Netherlands lor nn interch.n~e 01 territory on the Gold Co",,! 01 
Africa, signed at LondoD, March 5, 1867, hos prodliCed most 
disastrous re!'ults to your )!emorialist5l, inl"olring sacrifice of human 
iii. and the pence 01 the country nt prescnt nnd lormerly connected 

• 
with your Excellency's Government. 
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• 

Since the defeat of the Accras in the Trans­

voltine expedition and the peace proclamation of 

Governor Blackhall, the eastern district had re­

mained in a state of the most turbulent confusion: 
• 

small fights had occasionally taken place, men, women, 
• 

and children were caught and beheaded, trade was 

stopped, and in fact every thing had been in utter 

confusion and dismay. The arrival of Sir Arthur 

Kennedy on the lOth No,ember waS hailed with 

joy. He had se,eral interviews with the chiefs and 

. merchants relative to the disturbances at the Volta. 

Whilst at Accra he was met by Captain Glover, 

who arrived in his steamer the "Eyo." This inde­

fatigable Governor of Lagos, whose indomitable 

"That ~'-OUl' )feruorialist5 protested ngai~::;t the cc-s<;ion by Her 
Majesty of all British forts, possessions, and rights of sovereignty or 

jurisdiction which she possessed on the Gold Coest to the westward 

of the month of the Sweet River, for that the people of tlIe aforesaid 

territory htwe, from time immemorinl, been allies of your Memo­
rialists against all enemies, and fought with them against the 

Ashantees by the aid of Her Majesty's troops with success. 

"That the people to the -westward of the Sweet River aforesaid, 

enjoying the protedion and patronage of lier Majesty, also pro­
tested ngainst the cou'\ention. 

" That yoar Memorialists and their allies were in hostilities with 
the A.sh:mte.es at the date of the conTention, and that no settlement 
of their difficulties has yet bcen arranged. 

10 That the protests of your ~lemorialists and others concerned 
were ignored, and thnt the Dutch Government commenced coerciYe 
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perseverance and real hard work has raised that 

infant colony to the state of progressive civilization 
• 

which confers great .credit on him, left soon after-

• 
mea.snres agn.inst the people formerly nnJer ner )Iajesty's protec-

tion j cODsequently your ~feruorjalist5l, in nccortlo.ncc with the terms 
of their alliance, immt:ldiately proc~eded to the Msist:lDce of their 

allic5, and. for injuries re-cei.cd, determined to compel the people of 

the Dutch to join the alliance oi nIl the [lOiTers south oi the Rirer 

rrah n!:!aiu~t further illrasions or encro!l.chmeuts of the .J5·hnntees. -
Hence t.he c.1ifficulties wLh:b. up to the pre:::mt time. hayc baffied ell 
the exertions of the omcefs ntl.minbtcriL; Ber lI~jcsty':::; Go'VCrn­
ment. 

"That the Dutch Gonrnmcnt has fer many years P:lst paiJ 
tribute 8ununlly to tLe hin~ oi the .J..~h.L .. l1ee.::;! nnll been strongly 
allied to that powcr, which ill peu.ccful timc~ supplicu. sl:rre!i to the 
Dutch Gor(,l'ument, who sLippeu thew to Ja,a . 

.. 1.'U:lt during the J.!'lUllltCe iU\3!'iou'l against your lliworialist:i 
ulHl thcir allie:::, the people under the Dutl'll Goreromcnt ba.e pro­
posed ol'utrality. But during the war of 1824. they betrayed the 
trust of yunt' .:JIcmorinlists and SOUle of their people to ELwina for 
safety. The property, cou:::htiug of gold dust. ~old ornament:::. &c., 

was nenr returned; sowe of the pcople were killcJ. and others sold 

u.s shl'rc~. Frolll that tiwe your lIemOl'i:lli:,15 and till'ir allies ho:rc 

ahr:Jys mistrusted the pcople- Ullill2l' Dutch rule. anu. had g:ooJ 
reason to IJcl.icl'C !unt tht'y a~5i~tcd the ... hh:l.HtcE's with munitions of 
war during hostilitie::, anu. farther su::;pected them Clf intrigues with 
thut power. 

II That tIle Dutch pos~cs!'io!.!:, on the Gold Con~t, up to the date 
of the convention, were iosiguificant compal'cu. to tho~e of Her 
)lnjesty. The Dutch po~~e5scu no inland territory, while lIcr 
:\fajcsty's lJossessions extcnded north) east, nud west of the Dutell, 
confining them to tb~ seaboard. 

• 
.• That your Meworiulists~ ha\'ing rt'presented the insignificance of 

• 
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..,-ards for the Volta, and succeeded in crossing the 

bar of the ri-ver ..,-ith his steamer, ..,-hieh is the first 

that has e,er entered it. This movement, important 

the Dutch posscssioru, beg your EJ:cellency to consider the unplea­

!'3.lJt relations of the people (If those places ~ith your ~emoriQlisk5 
in time of inrasion of their conntry by the A.soantees . ..a.t snch a time 

• 

it would be most embarraEsin~ to h::rre to contend with an enemv in 
~ . 

• 
the renr. 

H That your Excellency is acquainted 'With the importance of the 

a!li::mce of all the peopie under both Gorernments against the 

A..::bantees. And your :.\!emorialists hoped your endearonrs to 

nrrange it OD the oc~ion of Jour last Tisit to the seat of t!..tis 

Gorernment and that of the Dutch (nz., Elmina) wouhl be sncces~­

fnl; but, unfortunately, your l1emoriali::ts were disappointed . 

.. They folly e~-pected your Excellency woulJ be snccessful, for 

they bad re!i5on to belit'l"e the Elmin3.S nnd others were at blSt 
willing to join the alii:lIlce, and uelietc t1ey would Late done so 
Lut ior the oppo~ition of the Dutch GO\·ernwent. 

.. That the opposition oi the Dotch GorerD-ment to an alliance of 

their people with your llemoriulb;ts and other:. emanates from their 

connexion mth the ~hantee power, who 5'Ollply siu.l"es for export 

as aforec'aill. 
"That the people who now rerQ~e to become our allies are con­

DC!cteu "nil ll:i hy i01.ruil:· tics; :mu. iram the clo::.c proximity oi the 
territor:t'" oi both Go\eruwcDt~. we are;,it:l Iv:;.:' to unJ(:r~ta.nd "hy 
the, cuntinue oh:,tiuate unle.:~ b, tbe direction of their Gi)H'r::u:nent. . . 

" That ~·o:Jr )lcDlorialisb being sa:i:::fh:d that tbe propo~ed et.ile­
ral alliance ,,:ii ::('cnre pCnUaDI'Dt rt.'3CC by dbtroyiug the hope~ or 

amhition of the .A.5-bantees, amI llt'il:g' oppo~eJ to the prcst.'Dt. or 
hitherto so-caUcJ. neutrality of tllt ElwiDJ::; and others, are uelcr­
t..::.iue;J by Cll:'ry mcans in tbeir po'iter tI..lobtain the alk:.nce aiorc5 ... ad 

" TLlt up to tIle present time you. :UeU1C'l'ia1io!t~ kn·c mJ.!IJtaiLieu 

the iDdcpel},1t'nct: of their 311:'::5 to the nest of tLe ~l'Ie(:t Hirer; :.tid. 

G 
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aljke to the commerce, civilization, and the political 

and general interest of the country, changed at 

once the base of operation of the A woonahs and 

Aquamboes, who saw that, if they would continue 

the fight, they must do so far in the interior. Sir 

Arthur, after remaining eight days at Accra, joined 

Captain Glover in the ri,er "\ olta, con,ened a 

meeting of the contencling parties, fully dj,cussed 

the disputed point, and on board the colonial 

steamer "Eyo," in the river "\ olta, a treaty of 

peace was entered into, on the {31th day of N ovem­

bel', 1868, between the representatives of the 

A woonah and Adah nations. 

in submission to your Excellency ::Lnd the officers administering TIer 
Majesty's Governmeut on the Gold Coast, your ~Iemori~list5 ha,e 
refrained from enforcing their determinntion of compelling the people 
onder the Dutch Government to join the alliance, in the hope that 
tlJ$ oLj~ct may be gained without fnrther blood5hed. 

,. 'That yoar Memorialists submit that 8 grier-ODS error bas been 
CI, mmitted by the high contracting parties to the con .. eotion of 
March 5, 1867-first, by having failed to consult the people of the 
territories to be transferred before the convention was DJade; and, 
secondly, in exercising coercire metlSnres to enforce the fnlfilment 
nnd ob5ervance of the cODrention, when it was known by the officers 
exercising snch mellSnres that the people were opposed to it. 

"Yonr ~remorialists now propose wh:lt appear to them the only 
way of rectUying the error, and ~ettling the difficulties it has in­

, valved, and beg yoar Excellency to endeavour to carry oat their 
I proposaIs, .. hieb are tbat negotiations be at once opened for the 
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It stipulated that the river Voita was to be kept 

open for all lawful trades; that the Governor-in­

Chief should be umpire in all difference or dispute, 

whose decision should be final and binding upon 

both parties; that the allies be called upon to lay 

down their arms, and consolidate the peace thus 
• 

formed. 

After the exploration of the river, and when 

Captain Glo,er had completed his soundings, they 

"'eighed anchor, and left for Lagos. The .Aquamboes 

and Ashantees, the most troublesome of the allies, 

,,'ete not represented in the meeting . .About a week 

purcbase of tbe Dutcb settlements on tbe Gold Coa;t by Her 

M8je~ty'5 Colonial Go,ernment. 
" Y oor Memorialists fnrther submit that the Dutch Government, 

being at once aud for enr debarred from obtaining sla,es from 
Ash3ntee, will ha:re no object in maintaining their possessions, for 
JOur )1eruorialists are not ::J.'rrare that the commercial rt:lations of 
the Dutch ~ith their settlements are of any Yalue, and the fact of 
their decline is patent. 

I. Your Memorialists DOW beg your Excellency to endea,our to 

carry ant the prayer of this ).Iemoriai. which they consider and 
• belie,e '\rill reliefe their conntry of its present cLfficulties, and 

, 

eIe-rate it to the condition of Cltber dominions of Her Majesty. 
Otherwise. tbey fear tile wbole country 'Will be hop('les~ly inTolnd in 
the horrors of war for an indefinite period, to the detriment -of Her 
Majesty's interests 3.S well ns those of your )Iemorinlists. 

lo And yonr )1emoriali::t:::. as in duty bonnd. will eyer pray. 
"GOLD COAST. ,rEST AFmCA • .... Y(!l·wlucr 1 ~68:' 

-
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after the signing of the treaty, the Aquamboes, 

with some A sbantee marauders, vigorously attacked 

Creepee, .. flourishing commercial pronnce closely 

allied to Accra, and committed ge,ere bloodshed. 

They stopped the navigation of the ,-olta; the 

. Ashantee army attempted the innsion of the phtns 

of Crobboe ; cold·blooded murder, plunder, and all 

its concomitant mischief continued until February, 

when the Acting Adm;niEtrator, )Ir. Simpson, landed. 

on the 15th, at Accra. He held a meeting on the' 
. 

next and following days ... ith the kings, chiefs, and 

leading merchants, as well as others of the commu­

nity, who informed bim of the continued messages 

from Akim, Crobboe, Aquapim, Creepee, and 

Agotins; that the Ashantees han poured large 

forces into Aqu:lmboe and Creepee, and that they 

required help from them. On the :!Hh he left the 

coast for the disturbed district in the interior, in 

order to see and judge for himself the real condition 

of alfuirs. On theJith he arrived at Odumassie, in 
• 

the province of Crobboe, whellce he sent for the 

King of Aquamboe, who flatly refused compJian"" 

with his request. He proceeded to Aquamboe him. 

self to meet the king in his own territory. He wad. 

at first well received, and both the king and chiefs 

gave him all a.~;;urance that his mission ,,"oulLi be 
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successful. Grand palaver meetings were held, 

where the Acting Administrator, in eloquent and 

convincing language, expatiated on the blessings and 

udnntages of peace. The king and chiefs apparently 

became con,erted or coincided with the truth of his 

argument, and eagerly signed a treaty of peace drawn • 

up by him. 1I1r. Simpson immediately wrote a dis­

patch full of confidence to the Chief Civil Com­

mandant. of Accra, to proclaim to the merchants, 

kings, chiefs, and all the people that peace was 

e3tabli,hed; that the high\ya:v to the interior, the 

Yalta, was opened for legitimate trade; that he 

,,·olud be at Addah on the 12th inst., where he 

would expect to meet the merchants with their mer­

chandize, to accompany him up the Volta as far as 

Kpong, thus to pro,e that peace was really 

established. He at the same time ordered a 

pUllcheoll of min and twenty pieces of nWl·ee chintzes 

as a dash to the kings and chiefs of Aquamboe. 

The inhahitants of Accra one and all were in­

dignant at the receipt of the proclamation, and lost 

all confidence in the tact and negotiating power of 

Mr. Simpson. . 

Ray ing comnleted his husiness with the hio-h 
~ • 0 

dignitaries of Aqua.mboe, who drank healiily to his 

health, he informed them that he was now about to 
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return to the coast. They ree.;rved the message, but 

quietly informed him tbat he and his parties were 

their prisouers. They then called a secret council, 

and had a prolonged discussion as to the adns­

ability of decapitating the whole of them. The 

same night they put lire to the low· grass hut where 

he and his party were sleeping; fortunately, how­

ever, they escaped unhurt. 
• 

About this time there were about 5,000 
• 

Ashantee troops at Aquamboe, 'lnd :\[r. Simpson, 

either from diplomacy or from common cinlity, paid 

marked attention to the general in command. :\Ir. 

Simpson was made a state prisoner for five days, 

and tbe Aquamboes were determined either to 

detain him and his party as their prisoners, and 

send them to Coomassie, or to execute them. The 

latter determination prevailed in council; but this 
• 

was · opposed and ultimately ovetl-uled by the 

Ashantee General, who said that it was impossible 

for the Governor of the Gold Coast to travel in 

such a mean costume and so badly attended, with: 

out retinue and without any insignia of power, but 

that the prisoner before them must be onI y an 
• 

adventurer, and in search of something to do. That 

they had no palaver whatever with any white man, 

consequently they should allow him to depart. Hja -
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wise advice, backed as it was with his 5,000 troops, 

pre,ailed, and ::Ilr. Simpson was allowed to leave . 
• 

These proceeding~, my Lord, which might have 

led to very serious consequences, I consider as suffi­

ciently instructive to men in power, who are very 

fond of gi\ing great importance to treaties signed 

by natiye chiefs. The people of Accra have been 

systematic9.lly . abused for always contending that 

treaties made by each successive Governor and Go-
• 

vernor-in-Chief were not worth more than the paper 

Oil which they were written, unless backed by a 

sufficiency of moral force. Whilst the Aquamboes 

were signing Mr. Simpson's treaty of pea~e they 

had, at tbe very same time, a design on his life; 

they signed his treaty Oile day and made him a state 

prisoner the next. I am obliged to admit that on 

this coast the French are far superior to us in the 

making of treaties with the natives. \ Whilst we 

bring the chiefs to reason after long palavering and 

pleasant phraseology, the French bring them to 

reason at the point of the bayonet; this treaty they 

respect and keep, the other they laugh at and break.'" 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient Servant, 

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D. 
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LETTER No. 1,'11.". 

TO TUE RIGH1' H()~. E.cl.RL GRA...\\lLLE, E..G., D.C.L 

SECRET ~~R Y OF ST.cl.TE FOR TIJE COLOSTEi'. 

&c.) &c., &c. 

:\IY LOI:D, 

TRt CASTU:, CAPE COJ-STI 

F dJ"!(ary 12, 18TO. 

In the 'yes tern district of the Gold 

Coast affairs with the Dutch territory continued 

most unsatisfactory. On the 30th December, 15GB, 

fl, party of Dutch soldiers from Elmina attacked 

Aggo;afful, a village of Fantee, situated about ten 

miles from Elmina; they were driven back, the 
• 

'~rgeant in command killed, seven prisoners and 

three breech-loading rifles capLUred, as well as fi,e 
• 

women, who were employed as calTier~. The;.e 
• 

small skirmishes are of ,ery frequent occurrence in 

the Fantee villages in close proximity with Elmina. 

After the attack of Elmina bv the Fantees in • 

:;\1ity, 1868, the jnhabitants became dissatisfied with 

the conduct of their Go,ernor, and were determined 

• Reference in Dispatch to Sir Arthur Kennedy, So. 126, dated 
~[arch 29, 1870. As to future correspondence ou the subject, 1[r. 
Ussher's letter, dated May 1. 

• 
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to have him recalled. They, therefore, dispatched a 

deputation to Holland, consisting = of OIie Dutch 

officer and a nati"l"e merchant of intelligence, ::ill'. 

George Emissang, to gi"l"e full information to the 

::ilinister of the Colonies of the exact state in which 

they had heen placed; and to reqnest adequate assist­

ance from the Dutch Government. Colonel Baers, 

the Governor, was recalled, and Colonel K agtglas, 

who had served out here for a considerable number 
• 

of years as Dutch :Military Officer. and afterwards 

as GO"l"ernor, but had retired on a handsome 

pension, was sent out as a Royal Commissioner 

with extensi"l"e powers. • 

I mmediately after his arrival, about the latter 

part of 11a .I, 1 S G 9, a mest unfortunate amir oc­

curred, which had a very disastrous effect on the 

lh'est ige of the Dutch on the whole Gold Coast. 

Abuut this time the Dutch man-of-war" Amstel " 

anchored oft' the town' of Commendah. A boat, 

manned by two officers and nine marines, was sent 

to ply neal' the shore, take soundings, and Endea­

vour to find out the mouth of a river which was 

.hown in an old chart in the possession of the 

captain. The boat by some Dlishap got amongst 

the breakers, a heavy roller struck her on her beam 
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end and capsized her, the boat was washed ashore, 

the senior officer and five of the crew were drowned, 

and the rest escaped. 

The Commendahs, on seeing thE' boat standing 

ashore from the vessel, were on the alert, and 

lay in ambush observing their movements, sus­

pecting some mischievous intentions on .the part 

of the ship's crew. They oh~erved the • 
capsIze, 

and on the five men being 

they opened fire on them, and 

washed ashore, 

closing in, fell 

on them. One of the crew "as wounded, and 

three surrendered without resistance; the fifth 

foolishly made a bold stand against them, and 

his fate was sealed by a heavy blow from the 

butt end of a musket. The Commendahs remm'ed 

them into the interior, where the wounded man 

subsequently died. They then sent to the Fantee 

Confederation to inform them of what had hap­

pened, who sent immediate instructions th~t the 

prisoners should be treated with great kindness and 

attention. 

Colonel Nagtglas communicated with the Acting 
• 

A dministrator on the circumstances of the case, and 

Mked Mr. Simpson to use his influence with the 

natives to get the prisonerS restored. He imme· 



LETTERS 01< THE GOLD COAST. 107 

diately sent the Acting< Collector of Customs and 

)1r. James Danes, of Cape Coast, to Quissie Croom, 

,,·here they were imprisoned: The Commendahs 

refused to deliver them up, and they received 

instructions from the Confederation not to deliver 

them up unless a sufficient ransom was paid by the 

Dutch Go.ernment. 

The Hon. George Blankson, a native merchant 

of A.namaboe, of great influence, and a member of 

the Legislative Council, was dispatched to Quissie 

Croom, in Commendah Bush, where the unfor­

tunate prisoners were held, as the representative 

of the British Government; and the Fantee Con­

federation sent :Mr. John Hammond and their 
-

Secretary, JUr. George BliLnkson, junior, to repre-

sent them. A council was held, and the agents of 

the Confederation, as well as the principal chiefs 

of Commendah, demanded a ransom of 800 ozs. 

gold dust, or £:3,200 currency; the British envoy, on 

behalf of the Dutch Government, offered them £100 

sterling, which they stoutly refused. After long 
• 

palavering and sundry reductions, the Confederation 

accepted 300 ozs. gold dust, or £1,200 currency, as 

the price of their redemption. On the guarantee 

of the British representative, two of the prisoners 
• 
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were sent down fum, and the other . was held as a 

hostage until the contract should be fulfilled. 

Colonel N agtglas, attended by Captain Le J eune, 

his aide-de-camp, came to Cape Coast in person to 

pay the amount. He travelled by land; on crossing 

the Sweet River, when on British ground, he was es­

corted by 34 soldiers of the 1st ,Vest India Regiment, 

and was received at Cape Coast with the honours 

dlle to his high position. The amollnt was paid to -
the agents of the Fantee Confederation, the hostage 

was delivered up; and after remaining fi,e days, 

his Excellency and suite embarked on board the 

" Amsel " war-ship for Elmina amidst the infuriated 

rage of the Co; 1I'"0,Um. 

The prisoners detailed shocking acts of barbarity 

committed on them by the Commendahs during 

their imprisonment. They were depri,ed of their 

clothes, and made to sleep on straw; they had their 

heads sha.ved as convicts; the sailor who "as killed 

had his hea.d and hands taken off and canied into 

the interior a.s trophies; the skin of the head was 

removed and used as a mask o,er the head and face 
• 

of the surviving officer. When, bowever, the Com-

mendahs were enjoined by the Confederation to 
• 

treat them carefully, they ceased any further mo-
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lestation. The redemption took place early <in 

July, 1869. 

The Fantee Confederation was satisfied with the 

conduct of the Commendahs, and from the day of the 

exchange have persistently refused to acknowledge 

the Dutch flag, and have employed e,ery stratagem 

to exorcise it from the province of Commendah . 
• 

The Dutch Go,ernment were terribly annoyed at 

the melancholv circumstances which had caused 

them so many lives and so much money; and their 

subjects were determined at all hazard to expatriate 

all British Fantees, either 

from the Dutch territorY. 

by fair or foul melLns, 

All the newl,-trans-
• 

ferred British subjects were regarded with great 

suspicion, as hanng some connection with the 

Fantee Confederation. 

One of the districts handed oyer to the Dutch 

by the English Go.ernrnent wa" Di:l:cc>ve. the most 

flourishing commercial toWn of Ahanta. Soon after 

the Elmina war, one A.ppah Essrifi, an Elminan, 

endea.oured to stir np the Dutch inhabitants of 

Bousnah to dellland for the purpo>e of executIOn 

the deli.erv of aU the Fantees of Dixcove. The 
• 

demand "as made, but being rcln...oo by the kings 

and chiefs of Dixco,e, this bloodthirsty indl-
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vidual went to Wotopoh, a Dutch town in the 
• 

neighbourhood of Boutry, where four natives of 

Cape Coast had resided peaceably for several years 

as agriculturists, caught them, and would have 

executed -them, were it not for the timely inter­

ferenceof the chiefs, their friends. He, however, 

sold the whole of them as slaves. 

The last affair at Commendah set the Elminas 

and all the Dutch native inhabitants in Oloen hos-
• 

tility against the r 'ixcoveans, who"e on lj' cnme 

was that they had been English, and were, conse­

quently, suspected of possessing sympathy with the 

Fantee Confederation. They, therefore, meditated 

the destruction of Dixcove, as its inhabitants 

showed, without open demonstration, a decided 

antipathy against the Dutch flag. 

About the 6th June, 1869, the Elminas residing -
at Bousnah, about three miles from Dixco,e, 

caught a serf (pawn) of the principal nati,e mer­

chant of Dixcove, a native of Cape Coast, who 

had gone to a rivulet of the same name (Bousnah) 
• • 

to fish; thIS place was years ago under the Dutch 
• 

flag by conquest. They were determined to kill 

him, but the Dutch'Commandant residing at. Dix-
o 

cove, Mr. _<\ lvarez, being pre,ailed upon by the 
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• 
Dixcovean~, reluctantly rescued him from the 

Bousnahs. They told Mr. Alvarez that the man 
• 

had done noiJJing, but, being a Fantee and a British 

subject, they, in retaliat.ion for what the Com­

mendahs had done, were determined to kill him. 

aIr. Almrez, as it is reported, on hearing this, 

.justified their acts, and told them plainly that had 

they put the pawn to death he would ha,e said 

nothing to them, bnt since he was still alive he was 

bound to give him protection. 

On the return of Mr. Alvarez to Ducove, he 

held a meeting in the large Palaver Hall, in 

the fort, with the kings, chiefs, elders, and 

merchants of DucQ"I"e, and proclaimed an order, 

wherein he insisted that not any of the in­

habitants of or British subjects residing at Du­

cO"l"e should go to any of the Dutch towns and 

pro.mces by which they were surrounded, without 

wearing a proper insignia that he or she was a Dutch 

subject-viz., a miniature Dutch flag attached to 

the end of their cloth, or on some conspicuous part 

of their dress-without which he, the Commandant, 

would not be responsible for the lives of the parties 

who thus left themselves open to be murdered. 

Things remained iu this disquieting state until 

• 
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the 12th June, 1869, a week after the Bousnah 

affair; but rumours were afloat that the Dutch 

':Y9verIloJ:...had supplied all the Ahanti\j;, "ith the 

exception of the Dixcoveans. with ammunition. 

On Saturday, the 12th, Mr. Alvarez demanded that 

all the ammunition in the stores of the merchants, 

especially. Mensah Coomah, a native merchant who 

had acquired ' immense wealth during the English 

rule, should be removed into the fort; but they re· 

fused compliance with this strange demand, and the 

result was the bombardment and destruction of the 

flourishing little town of Dixcove, formerly English, 

but now Dutch. 

It appears that there was a tjlcit understanding 

between the Dutch Commandant and the Ahantn.s 

around Dixco,e, for, on :lfonday, the 14th, two 

days after the refusal of the Dixcoveans to deliver 

up their ammunition, at eight a.m. the town of LJu­

cove was invaded bv the Bousnahs ruld othtl' Dutch 
• 

Ahantas. Mr. Al,arez gave the signal for their 

advance, by opening fire from his hca')" ordnance 

on the ramparts of t~e fort upon the town. Thc 

Dixcoveans sallied ont, and by their impetnons 

charges checked the progress of the Ahantas, anu 
• 

between five and six o'clock p.m. drove them back. 
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On their return to the town Mr. Alvarez opened a 

murderous fire on them, drove them into the bush, 

cannonaded the respectable houses, set fire to the 

t?"TI, laid it waste, and the next day handed it over 

to the Dutch soldiers and the Abanta army to be 

pillaged and sacked.· 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient Servant, 

J. A. B. HORTON, M.D . 

• The following is a faithful account of the position, commer­

cial origin and ,alne, as well as the destruction of Dixcove, pub­

lisbed by Mr. A. Swanzy, of London t-

" Dixcore, situated in lat. 5 X., long. 2' 30· W., has long been 

known to traders as a commercial town, but it is only within the 
IMt thirty.6~e years tbat its trade has been of any great importance. 
About the year 1833, my brother, tbe late :llr. Frank Swanzy, 
settled at Dixcon, &.nd commenced business with the neighbouring 
people. largely dereloping thE" resources of the district, and in· 
crea~ing the comfort and '\Tell-being of the inhabitants:. He resided 
there ior about tweh-e rears, and, as commandant and mcgistrate, 
succeeded in presernng peace and administering justice mlh littlo 
or no eApen~e to the British Government. In 1845 :\fr. Frnnk 
Slf:mzy left Dixcon .. and. I went to re~de there, and for two years 
carried on bm.ine~s and acted as magistrate, &c., and from that 
time to Jnne, Ib69. tbe business thus commenced in 18~3 bas been 
carried on, to tbe great benefit of tbe people, and with profit to 
my .. lf, all the best houses in Di>:coTe baoing been built by my 
correspondents. 

H 
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"For certain financial reasons a treaty was entered into between 

the British and Dutch Governments, by which it wa.s agreed that 

On the 1st Jannary, 1868, the whole coast Une west of Elmi1l::L 

shoold be transferred to the Do.tch flag, anu Ducm-e. which for 

Oi'cr 150 years had been under British protedioo, n-J.3 include~l in 

the trn.n:;rer. This treaty was made :1::).11 ca.rie.l out without cao:)iJer­

iug the wisi1es of the Dnti-res or the intereSli of Briti;;h traders. 

,. Knowing the difficnlty in rt'corerUl'; debB in tbe Dotch ~ettle­

ment.9, I resoio;-ed in reliacing my creuit" :J.t Dis, oj,e, arl,l estahlished 

!l (nctory ill5tead. With tlili object I pnrl.·J::':i~t.l :l hOiLSe. and my 

agent placed in charge of my business there n. ,:\[r. W. E. Saw, 3. 

nnti\"6 of Cape Coast, who ha.d been sOtn, time pren,)n-,~lr in my 
serVlce. l1r. SiLIll carriell on at Di.xC'o~e n. lar~e a;,.d profitable 

ba..sinc5.3, paying !!ll'ge dutie5 to the Datt:a GOl"ernmeut, and con· 

forming in every respect to the laws and regulations laid down 

by it. 
"Earty in Jane last lIr. Sam hen.rd that an attack on the town 

of Dixcove was likely to ~e made by the inhabitants of Bushwa., 

Bontry, aoll other Dotch tOWll3, :lllU he cou5eftnently WTote to my 

agent at Cape Coast, lli. William Clea.l'er, beg!'ing him to come 
up aud take all possible mellSUfes to pr~vent the attack, aod s:l're 

my property. Yr. Cleaver made the contents ot this letter known 
to Colonel So.gt::;las, hi3 Xetherlauds .Yaje<::ty's Commis.sioner on the 

Gold Coast, and was assured by him th;l.t he need be under no ahlrm, 

aod that be intended to remove Mr. AJmrez from hig post a.s com· 
mander of DL't:cove. 

"On the 12th June Mr. Alvarez gave orders that all monitions 

of war should be removed to Ducove Fort, and .Mr. Q. Jleosah, 

the principal native merch1lD.t of the place, refased to deli'i"er np 

big gnnpowder to Mr . ...uvnrez, when the hltter said he would sencl 

for Bnshw8 (or Bossnah) people to come and fight against the 

people of Dixcove; and on Mr . .Yensah's persisting in retaining his 

gunpowder, Mr. Alvo,rez sent one of the Dutch illD.ding waiters, in 
company with Mr. Sam, to tell him that if he did not deliver up hi. 
gunpowder he would seek the interfere nco of Bnshwa people to 

compel him to do so. But Mr. Mensah, believing that an attack 
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on Dixcove was imminent, and that mnnh,ions of war had been 
snpplied by the Dutch Government to the people of Boutry, &c., 
refused to give up his only means of defence. Mr. Sam used his 
utmost efforts to conciliate both parties, offering large security in 

my name to the -commandant (Mr. l.Jrarez) tbat Mr. Mensah 
should not sell or use his gunpowder without the consent of Mr . 
..t\.h-arez. 

"On Sunday, the 13th Juue,.Di.>:co1'e was surrounded by Aha"t. 
people, inclnding the people 01 Bu.;hw", Bontry, &e., and Mr. Sam 

used e,ery eflort to pre .. nt bloodsbed, offering to send large 

pre,ents to tbe principal Abauta chiel to conciliate him; but Mr. 
Alrarcz refused his intercession. On Sunday evening, at a late 
hour, lIr . .AJrarez offered to permit lli. Sam to remove my pro· 
perty into Duco,c Fort, proru.i5ing to write to Mr. Sam to that 
effect on the following morning- a promise which, however, he never 
fulfilled. 'Under any circnm::;rences, the offer was too late, as it 
was impossible to re:'.llove my property hefore the attack commenced; 
nnd Th. Sam di5trusled Th. A.11'are1r-' distrost showed by tbe Rev. 

Th. Laing, as stated in his afiilhrit--a.s the fort was filted with 
people inimical to Dixcoie. Moreoier, as my stores were imme· 

di.tely under the lort wa1l5, Th . .ilrarez could have protected my 

property without rerooiing it bad he 50 desired. 
"On )Jonuay morning ')lr . ..lliarez called at my factory, Dccom· 

p:lDied by a chlef, :lud told )lr. :5aro, in the presence of serernl 
wituesse~, that all 'lias settled. Th . .Alvarez then hila n. glass of 
wine aDd returned to the forL In about a. quarter of an hour from 
the tiwe the Commanuaot left my factory, Di.score was attacked on 
nIl sides; and the Commandant at first po:)itirely refused to interfere 
to pren~nt the attack, uut afterwards agreed to accompany lli. 
Sam to tbe sc~nc of action. "hen1 however, bis soldiers refused to 
go with bim. he marched back to the lort. Th. Sam wellt alone to 

the scene of actioD, and be~geu the people of Ducore not to fire, 
doing all he could to pre<ent blood5hed . 

.. The fight commenced about eight o'clock A.:u., and during its 
contiuuallce the gUllS of Di.s.co"fe Fort: phceJ there (or the protec. 
tion 01 the town and people, were u5ed lor their destruction (the 

B2 
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very first shot fired pllSSed through my h0113e and the ball lodged 
in the piazzi). The guns continued at interva13 playing 00 the 

town, setting pm of it ou fire. Wbether these guus were fired by 
the orders of Mr. Alvarez or contrary to them I am unable to say, 
and I leave the alterna.tiv~ to be appreciated by his superiors. 
Notwithstanding this disa.drant&ge the Di..Ico;e people kept back 

their enemies, although trained soldiers., armed with breech-loading 
rides, were among the latter; bo.t on the Di.Ico.e people retaroing 

to the town about five or six o'clock P . ll., the fort gilD3 again 
were used against them, and, unable to resist such :1 destrncti.e 

fire, they retired to the bQ3h about dusk. 

"On the following day (Tuesday, the 15th June) the people of 
Bnshwa and Bontry, &c., baving no euemies within reach, pro­
ceeded to plunder and destroy aU the property found in Ihe low,"; 

and this was done in the presence of Mr. al,arez, who states in llli 
affidavit that he told the people not to plunder my property, and I 
theretore infer that he m:l.de no effort to stop the general pillage. 

" The valae of the property stolen was 'fery great, consisting of 
palm oit A large quantity of cotton gooeJ. nod aU the gold on 
hand were taken from my hoase, and some portions of my property 
were carried into the fort. 

"The Dotch native troops participated in the plonder; one of 
my servants, Mr. Isaac Ruhle, a native of Elmina, having aclU>llly 
pnrchased from a soldier in DiI:cove Fort two pieces of cotton 
goods with my na.me on them; but on Yr. Ruhle being recognized 
by • corporal the gooeJ. were taken from him. 

"Moreover, some cotton goods stolen from Dcrcove were Inndcd 
at ElrnjnA from a canoe (which 1 believe to ha.n been ODe of my 
canoes), and were there taken possession of by Dutch soldiers or 
coastable.. Again, Mr. Cleaver informed Colouel Xagtgl103 that 

the aopercargo of a Dutch vessel, then in Elmina roads, had pur­
chased a considerable quantity of my goods at less tbaD ooe-thiru 
the usual price I and yet Colonel Xngtgla3, as far as I knoW', took 
no steps to ",certain the fact, but stated that all the pl.ndored 
property was removed to the bash. 

"The irOQ safe, in which was a large amOaDt in gold dust, was 
• 
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fouud brokeu open and empty, close to Dixcove Fort, all my books 
being ilio taken away or destroyed. 

" HaTing stated the principal f.cts connected mth this disgrace­
fn! outrage-lacts which I belie,e can be completely substantiated­
I feel sure the Gorerwuent of his Majesty the King of the Nether­
Jauds will, 1'fithout delay, institute a strict inquiry into cil the 
circumstances nttending i~ and nIter making due reparation for 

losses already sDstained, will take measures to prevent any repetition 
of such wholes.le uestrnctio'n of lile and property in their Gold 
Coast settlements. 

-
" 122, Cannon-street, London, Sept. 30, 1869." 
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LETTER No. VIII. 

TO THE RIGHT HaN. E.llU. GR~ ~ ILLE, K.G., D,C.L., 

SECRET.<l.RY OF ST.<l.TE FOR THE COLOXIES, 
&c.,cl-c.,J:c. 

TUE C...-ru; CAPE COAST, 

JIarcll 12, 1870. 
My LoRD, 

The bombardment and destruction of 

Dixcove was by no means a happy e,ent for the in-
• 

habitants of the whole Gold Coast, inasmuch n.s it 

created a feeling of uni,ersal distmst in the breast 

of every individual member of the GolJ Coast Pro­

tectorate, and confirmed the opinion which they had 

formed of the pernicious e/rects of the transfer of 

territory, and the handing over of subjects attached 

to the flag of England by tradition and uni,ersal 

appreciation and predilection to the Dutch, with 

whom 'they can never be reconciled. 

Just before this bombardment, on the 12th June, 

1869, Captain Pieter Willen Al,arez, Dutch Coni­

mandant, went round the town of Dixco,e, with 

armed soldiers, and took an account of all the gun­

powder in the merchants' stores, and placed a guard 

upon every house supposed to contain it. The mer-
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chants having refused to deliver over to him their 

munitions of war, Captain Alvarez, who evidently 

was in league with the Ahantas, destroyed the town. 

The people of Dixcove, who have had a filial 

regard for the British Govei'nment, rushed down to 

Government House at. Cape Coast, and laid their 

complaints to the Administrator, reqnesting. him to 

interfere and compel the Dutch Government to give 

them ample redress for the losses they had sus­

tained. The factory of :Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy 

was broken into (t'ide Appendix No.2), and 

property to th.e amount of £7,998 

he claims compensation, stolen. 

Governor K aO"tO"las accounted 
00 

of ammunition to the Ahuntas 

9s. 7d., for which 

His Excellency 

for the supply 

around Dixcove 

from information "hich he had receh-ed that King 

Afro, in commaud of the II assa"s, had intended to 

invade their territory (Dutch Ahanta.), and that they 

were to be assisted by the inhabitants of Dixcoyo. 

He expressed his surpl~se that, during the attack of 

Dixcovc by the ,,"-huutus, assisted by the Dutch 

regular forces from the fort of Boutry (who "ero 

armed with breech·loading rifles), and the bombard­

ment by the Fort, the Wa>sa\ys did not come to the 

assistance of the Dixcoveans. Adequate measures 
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were not, however, taken to prove whether these 

rumours were based on fact before this ruthless de­

struction of life and property took place. 

Whilst these proceedings "ere going on along 

the sea·coast, a m j -ement which will remain im­

mortal in the annals of the Gold Coast was being 

prosecuted at Coomassie, the capital of Ashantee. 

At the death of Quacoe Duah, late King of 

_\.shantee, messengers "ere sent to all the allies of 

the kingdom to inform them of the fact, and each 

messenger, as he delivered the :triul ne"s, was 

quickly dispatched into the unknown "orld to attend 

. upon the deceased monarch. In this case a message 

was sent to the King of Elmina, who received the 

mournful ne"s with great lamentation, and dis­

patched the tmfortunate teller to the region of spirits. 

Soon afterwards he sent one of his chiefs, Andor by 

name, to the COttrt of Coomassie to condole with the 

nation ·for their loss, and to assist in the funeral 

obsequies. After completing his mission, the 

present King of Ashantee sent him back escorted 
• • 

by several hundred armed men, under command of 

Chief Atjiempon, the hrother of the late king, by 

route of Aowen (Awowen), with a message to the 

king of that place to permit them to pass through 

• 
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his territory. .After passing through Aowen, one of 

the chiefs of the A mantiful territory detained him 

for nearly four months. A great many of the camp 

followers returned. From Amantiful they marched 

to Asinee, and the French Government permitted 

Atjiempon, with three hundred of his followers, to 

cross o,er the l~ver Asinee to Appolonia. At 

Appolonia Atjiempon seems not to have taken that 

reckless and bloody fit which marked his further 

progress through the Dutch Territory on the Gold 

Coast. Leanng Appolonia, one of the newly-trans­

ferred provinces, he proceeded to A.x.ein, a province 

which has e,er belonged to the Dutch. His first 

act, through the instigation of Andor, the Elminan, 

was to cut off the ton"crue of a Fantee resident, and 

subsequently his head, in the market place, about 

300 yards from the Dutch fort. 

After this; wherever he came, he decapitated 

e,ery Fantee who might chance to fall into his 

hands, so that his name carried terror and conster­

nation to the breast of every Fantee resident in the 

Dutch TerritolY, and they were to be seen Hying 

helter-skelter from the sea-coast into the interior 

provinces of Wassaw and Denkera to escape the 

dreadful knife of ilie executioner . 

• 
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On the 14th November, Mr. Cleaver, agent for 
• 

Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, merchants, and Captain 

Dale of the merchant brig "Alligator," landed at 

Axein for the purpose of trading with the nati.es as 

the fanner had oftentimes done. Atjiempon with 

the King of Axe in were determined to make them 
-

prisoners, cut off their heads, or compel their 

principal to pay a heavy ransom for them; but the 

finnness of the Dutch Commandant, who it might 

be worthy of notice had English blood in him, 

coupled with the resolute stand made by ~Ir. 

Cleaver, prevented the carrying into effect their 

mischievous intention. For let it be said that 

Atjiempon, before he left Coomassie, took an oath 

to kill any Englishman he might meet with. 

During his bloody march through the sea-coast, 

he killed several of the Fantees whom he 

chanced to meet in the towns and .iUages, and at 

Tancoorah two hecame victims of his atrocities. 

At Secondee, where there is a Dutch fort under 

command of a Dutch officer, seven of the Fantee 

residents, who had for years resided in English and 

Dutch Secondee, and fonned connerions there, took 

refuge in the fort, and claimed the protection of 

the Dutch flag from the: cynical butchery of the 
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• 
bloodthirsty chief. On the arrival of Atjiempon; 

he demanded that the men should be given up, and 

accompanied his dema.nd with' force, and ultimately 

compelled the Dutch Commandant to deliver them 

up to him for the express purpose of putting them 

to death. And would it be believed that the Dutch 
. 

Commandant actually delivered these poor victims 

to the ruthless hands of the Ashantee 1 I would cry 

credo quia impossibile est, were I not in possession 

of sufficient testimony on oath to corroborate every 

tittle of the statement." 

• Statement of the A..shnntee cuptire, GOl"ernment House, 13th 

January, IS"iO.-Tbt: Chiefs of Cape Coast, Mr. BluuksoD, and 

others, p""ent. Quoco. Adj.pon, captured by tbe FanWes at 
.Agoooah. :lnd ransomed by the Go't"ernment, came down with 
..imler (Dutch me5~en~er) and A..tjiempon irom Coomnssie. It is 
about Dine months or nearly :l year since be left. He came though 

Amantiinl"s Territory. and was detained by bim at Knnjab.oe lor 
foar months. A great m:my Ash:lntees who had come went back. 

\fhen they (Atjierupon's party) came to Acl:ein, they saw tbe white 
men from the ship. Atjiempon ",anted to kill tbem, bnt the Dotch 
Commandant wonld not let them, bat hod great diOicnlty in pre­
tenting them. At Appolonin they did Dot molest the Fantees, but 
at Axein, Andor (the Elmina messenger) told Atjiempon to kill the 
Fantces there. He accordingly killed one, and put ODe in log. He 
diJ the same at e'f'ery place till he CD-me to SecoDdee. PrevioDs to 
their uri'f':ll at Secoodee, he killed two at TllOCOOrah (Taccornry) 
Se'f'eD. Fautees were gi'f'en up to AtjiempoD at Secondee. They were 
in the Dutch fort, so he demanded them from the Commandant, 
who f'entnaJIy ga.e them np to him, and he killed two 01 them. 
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This Atjiempon- tbis 1"ara avis in tel7·is Hollandis 

- used the executioner's knife OT"er the ueek of two or 

three of these prisoners, besides two other natiT"es 

of Cape Coast-viz., Enkookoo, whose nose was 

first cut off and his jaw·bone carried on Ills horn 

and his skull on Ills drum, and an aged man by the 

name of Reynold, who escaped the horrible ordeal of 

torture before being murdered. The rest of the 

men escaped this awful fate throuQ"h the re­

monstrance of Colonel N agt" LlS, the Dutch Go­

vernor. 

The news of Atjiempon's bloody march preceded 

him to Elmina, and his approach was a signal for a. 

general decampment from that phee of all its 

Fantee residents, even those who had taken up 

arms with the E lminas against their confreres of the 

same nationality. At Elmina itself- where stand 

strong fortifications, bristling with five muzzle and 

breech·loading heavy cannons; where Dutch marines 

and Batavian regulars, with their improved riiles, in 

vast numbers, occupy every stronghold of the town ; 

• At Secondee, tho Commandant wrote to the Governor, who re-
monstrated with AtjiempoD, and requested him to hriIJg tbe rest to 
ElwiD., which he did. 

Before metH. T. U so""", AdmiDistrator. 
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• 
where two men-of-war at her roadstead ride at 

anchor with their broadsides commanding every por­

tion of the tOml even here Atjiempon's atrocious 

acts, and the voice of the dead and dying, cry loudly 

for vengeance aga.inst the civilized government of 

Holland. " 

• The following is an account of an attempt on tbe life of Mr. 
W. C. Finlason, of Cape Coast, & creole of Jamaica (white), wbo 
visited Elmina early tbis year :-

"Hamilton House, Cape Coast, Marcb 26, 1870. 
")1y dear Horton,- In conformity witb your request of this 

date, I send yon the following account of the cowardly attack made 
on me by tbe ignorant King of Elmin1l, aided by the barbarons and 
crnel captain of A.shantee, named Atjiempon, on the nigbt of the 
12th instant, whilst on a visit to Elmina, by invitation of Mr. 
George E . Eminsang, & member of tbe Dutcb Legislative Council 
at tbat place. 

"I left Cape Coast on tbe 11tb instant by tbe Britisb barque 
'.A.Jbcrt' (Captain Webber). On the 12tb we arrived at Elmina, 
antl about fonr o'clock P.". I lo.nded, and proceeded to Mr. 
Eminsang's botel. After dinner I proposed to Captain Webber 
and Th. Emiruang tbat we should go for a walk; 6lld just as we 
were going out a. lot of the King .of Elmina's people rushed in, and 
wanted to know what I was doing in Elrnjoa, and desired that I 
should go to the king's house. Mr. EminsD.Dg, unauthorized Ly me, 
told the messengers that we were going for a walk, and, as it was 
moonlight, we would call in and r:;ee the king if possible. We then 
proceeded on our walk about eigbt o'clock P.>I. The first house I 
TIsited was the Hon. Mr. MoleDQI's. After being there a. qoarter of 
an hour ire proceeded to Mrs. Charlotte Bartels', ODe of the most 
respectable Indies of Elmin.. We had not been tbere hall an hoar . 
before the same men who came to Mr. Emiosang's rushed in, and 
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Quabina. 0000, a. native of Sraffuh, in British ... 
Fantee, stated amongst other things before the 

Administrator of the Gold Coast, Mr. U ssher, and 

the chiefs and captains· of Cape Coast, on the loth 

January last, that six of them (Fantees) were re-

asked Mr. Eminsang why I had. not- come to the king' .. house. 

Mr. Eminsang offered some explanation, which cUd Dot seem to 
please the men, and they went away. In ten miDutes they retarned, 
with an imperative order for me to proceed to the king'::; bon..se at 

once, and dared me to refuse at my peril I did refuse; and told them 
thnt I was a white mao, and, what was more. I Wo.s Dot a Fnntce, lind 

consequently I would obey DO one but the Goy-crnor of Elmin:!.. 
This message, I presume, was taken to the King of Elminn, who, 
in less than hall aD hour, rushed into )lrs.. Bartels' howe with all 
hid people, and after Ii few momeuts'silence commenced to nCCU5e 

me of writing against the Elminas in the JJJrican Times, and also 
with being secretary to the Fantee Confederation at )lnnkes.::im, 

a.nd consequently I was an enemy to the Elwinns, nnd that I only 
came there to act as a spy against them. I indi~nant1y repndi3ted 
the whole of his accasntions, ond assured him Le ~:~ in error. nnd 

that I never once wrote against him or his people j that an I erer 

wrote was in their favour. He then gan me the lie, and accom­
panied it with a lot o[ low vulgar Fantee abase. I then considered 
it expedient to treat all he said with contempt. At this time the 

people began to gather in hundreds round tho hoase, anu at the 
hour of twelve o'clock at night a. dram was sounded, which was 
the signal [or a general burst of yelling anu weeping by :\Irs. 
Uarte13 and all her people. I inquired what Ira., the reason of nil 
this, wben I was told that tbe Ashantc. eapt.in's death· drum had 

• 
• oooded, and that was tbe signal for me to lo,e my heau. )ly 

friend Captain Webber, who 'tt':as with me, got into n fearful ~t::tte 

of excitement; and I immediately took oil my watch and chain :md 
• 

handed it to him to keep, so that I might at least have a fight 
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siding at Adjuapenin, a village in close proxim iW to 

Elmina, and when they heard of Atjiempon's ap-
• 

proach, they endeavoured to make their escape to 
• 

Cape Coast in three canoes. They were chased by 

two canoes from Elmjna; they captured the canoe 

before parting with that most necessary part of my body. In n 
few momt!nts I saw a young, hnndsome fellow with a. knife and a 
bludgeo!l. This was the executioner; and I got up from my chair 
a.3 he nd'anc,:r.d to me, and, holding a good-sized stick in my band, 
I uefie,j him to ad'rance .. Daring tuis critical moment, wben all 

hope seem'.:'d to ha re lied, the bugle sonnded, and in an instant n 
Dntch officer stepped in the hall, with his drawn sword, and called 
ont for me. I immediately made my exit from the savage King of 
Elwin. and his bloody friend Atjiewpon, who appeared perfectly 
dumbfounded at my sodden release. Immcdiat~ly on my going to 
the bottom of the steps I foond 150 soldiers witb fixed bayonets 
rendy to escort me to the fort, which I reached about hnlf.past 
t"el .. e o·clock. I was taken to the Secretary, Major Le Jenne, 
who most kindly and hospitauly entertained me. The next ciay 
the Go ... ernor told me I coold 1£'8 ... e Elmiu'1 at ten o'clock if I Liked, 
and that ho would gi<e me an escort to t ile landing-plnce. I gludly 

Drcepted his Excellency's kind offer, and nccordillgly, und~r an 
e:::cort of 200 soldiers, I was taken to the landing·place, and 
e~corted by Captain Aharez. 8. Dutch officer, OD board tbe 
'.Albert'io the Government boat. On the 16th the Commodore 
o[ the Dutch ma.n-of·wnr I Koopman' took me to C:lpe Coast, 
where I landed. feeliog indeed gratefnl t.o an overruling Providenco 
for the narrow escape I had met :with. Mrs. Bartels' great in~ 

Hnence kept these s:lvage wretches from carrying out their uloody 
deed for De:lI'ly an hour. To her and the Governor nod the officers 
of Elminn lowe a deep debt of gratitnde.-Yours sincerely, 

co WIL CRAS. FIl\"LA.SON." 
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in ~hich he was, the others, however, escaped. His 

uncle was killed in cold blood, and his head was 

brought and placed in his hand; his mother was 
• 

beaten with clubs to death. It was detenni ned by 

Atjiempon that he should be killed, but fortunately 

for bim he slipped off the log which secured his 

hand, and made ~ escape into the bush. This was 

not an isolated case at this time, as many of the 

Fantees were beaten to death with clubs at Elmina. 

Complaints were every day brought to the Ad­

ministrator of the English Gold Coast by relatives 

of those who had been murdered in cold blood, and 

the kings and chiefs complained most bitterly of the 

conduct of the Dutch Government and the Elmi· 

nans, so that Mr. U ssher dispatched a letter to his 

Excellency Colonel N agtglas, enclosing copies of all 

the affidavits and declarations made before himself 

and other justices of the peace of the settlement 

relativc to the murders which had been committed 

on British subjects or persons under British - pro· 

tection in Dutch territory, and also the infamous 

march of Atjiempo:Q from Appolonia to Elmina; 

and expressed hopes that his Excellency "'ould jnflict 
• 

condign punishment upon the Ashantee chieftain and 
• 

his people, as a warning to others attempting to act . 
• 
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in a similar manner. He informed him that at Cape 

Coast he saw the Dutch sergeant of police walking 

freely, unarmed, in the most crowded portion of ,he 

town without molestation; that at present several 

persons, natives of Elmina, were residing at Cape 

Coast, and "hen from the conduct of the Elminans 

on their countrymen attempts were made to "illolest 

them, prompt and efficient measures were used to 

repress it; that early in 1868, ,,-hen the Fantees 

took up anllS against Elmina, Quassie Ferocoo was 

lllurdered by his own brothel' Cromantines~ for re­

fusing to go to war agaiust Elmina; that he, the 

Administrator; dispatched a large force to that 

place, seized the perpetrators of the act, and sen­

tenced them to severe punishment from the king 

downwards; that at this present moment there were 

at Cape Coast 30 Ashantees, who walk about the 

town unmolested and happy. 

Colonel Xagtglas was indignant with Atjiempon 

for .his unwanantlld condnct towards the peaceful 

Fantee residents in the Dutch territory, and refused 

to grant him audience ;-but for only a few days; for 

.. The Cromantines were people lately tranefen'cd from the 

Dutch to the EDglish nue. 

1 
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such is the desire of keeping up fl~endly relations 

with the arbitrary potentate at Coomassie that 

nothing further was done to him. He enjoyed and 

is still enjoying unlimited liberty and licence at 

Elmina. 

My Lord, the question no,," arises- "\"hat h", 

been the result of the convention for the exch"ng~ 

of territory between the English and the Vlltch 

Governments on the Gold Coa.st ? 

1st. It has led to a vast increase of the reyenue 

of the two Governments; and whilst the expen­

diture of the English on their officials has not 

materially been increased, that of the Dutch has 

been increased tenfold . 

2nd. It has established a compact Go,"emment 

along the sea-coast of the British posses.ioll ; but 

a state of disquietude, unhappiness, disruption, and 

unsettled govemment in the Dutch sea-board towns. 

3rd. It has led to the formation of a CO~FEDE­

RATIOX of all the kings of the interior of the Bruish 

Protectorate for social improvement and mutu"l 

support, offensive and defensi,e, loyal to the Go­

vernment of the sea-coast. In the Dutch interior, a 

defiance and hatred of the Dutch rule by the interior 

trihes (Wassaws and Denkeras) who have just heen 
• 
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transferred; a readiness to take up anus against the 

Dutch; a state of feverish excitement and uncer­

tainty as to their future condition, and the formation 

of an alliance with the Fantee Confederation, 

oft'ensive and defensive, against the Dutch and the 

Ashantees. 

4th. It has produced peace, quietness, and pros­

perity in all the towns handed over by the Dutch 

to the English rule; but insurrection, followed by 

bombardment and destruction, of the important and 

flourishing towns handed O"I-er to the Dutch. 

5th. It has afforded protection to tbe Ehninas and 

Ashantees residing at Cape Coast and other parts 

under British rule; but led to cold-blooded murder 

of the Fantees who had made EJ Illina their home, 

as well as those who had intended to end their days 

in British Ahanta, now transferred to Dutch rule. 

6th. It has led to a future of perpetual disruption 

and loss of influence o,er the potentate at Coomassic 

by the British authority; it has brought that 

potentate and the Dutch Go,ernment into a closer 

union and a more friendly relationship. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Lordship's most obedient Scryunt, 

J. A. B. HORTOK, :.\I.D. 
I 2 
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LETTER No. IX. 

TO THE RIGHT HOC'[. ElitL GRD""VILLE, K.G., D.C.L., 

SECRETARY OF STA.TE FOR THE COLOXIES, 

&c., &'c., &:c . 

• 
C..lPE COA.ST CJ.STLE. 

J[o!J 2, 1870. 
My LORD, 

• 
As this will be my concluding letter on 

the affairs of the Gold Coast Settlement, it is 

necessary that I should give you a birds'-eye new 

description of the exact state of this settlement, and 

its relation with surrounding independent tribes. 

At the western boundary of the Gold Coast, on 

the borders of Asinee, there are at present 5,000 

armed men from the King of Ashantee imploring 

in vain the French Government for passage through 

that country to .the Dutch provinces on the sea­

coast. Appolonia, which at the time of the transfer 

was partly in favour of the Dutch Governmcnt and 

partly against it (vide Letter I.), is now sufiering 

from the ravages of a ci .. il war. The Bainyeans, who 

refused to accept the Dutch flag at the yery com­

mencement, and whose town was bombarded by the 

Dutch ship-of-war, have called to their a,sistance 
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the King of Wassaw, and several engagements have 

taken place between them and the Attawaboans ; 

the cry of the combined anny being to plant again 

the British flag in the whole of the province of 

Appolonia. The Dutch Commandant of Appolouia 

has deserted the place, 'remo,ed his men and stores, 

handed over the key of the fort to the King of 

Attawaboe, and marched to Axim, leaving the 

nati,es to settle their dispute in the best way they 

ean. Axim and Ahanta, with the exception of Dix­

co,e, which was so recently bombarded, and now 

reduced to extremities, are for the Dutch. The 

'vVa'saws, Chufuls, and Denkeras, interior tribes, 

haye not accepted the Dutch flag, and repudiate the 

treaty placing them under Dutch rule. The Com­

mendahs are still in open hostilities with the Dutch; 

although w'i,en into the interior they continue a 

guerilla warfare with them. At Elmina things are 

in a mo"t unsatisfactory state; that bloody 

Ashantee chieftain, Atjiempon, has committed out­

rageous Illurders on peaceful inhabitants without 

any assignable cam;e." The Elminas, influenced by 

Atjieillpon, crossed the Sweet RiYel' (boundary line 

.. The murder of :\Ir. ElUi5~nllg'<: ~('rf in the neighbourhood of 
Elwin., 
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between British and Dutch territory), made a raid 

on Fant0e territory, attacked, pillaged, and burnt to 

the ground a Cape Co~st village, and marched to 

within three and a half miles of Cape Coast Town, 

and then retired. The whole of the Fantee tribes 

are loyal to the British Government, but, seeing 

that the Coast Go,ernment has done nothing 

towards their social and physical impro,ement, they 

have united in forming a government of their own, 

subject, however, to the orders of the British 

authority on the sea-coast. The provinces comprise 

Assim, Abrah, or Abakrampah, Inguah, Anamaboe, 

~Iankessim, Ajimacoo, Dominassie, Akumfie, Akim 

(eastern and western), and Goomoor. The in­

habitants of Cape Coast and Moree are now 

encamped on the borders of the Sweet River, 'with 

the object of preventing a similar mid on Fantee 

land. 

In the eastern, or Accra district of the Gold 

Coast, affairs are even worse than in the western. 

The combined army of Ashantecs, Aquapims, and 

Awoonahs, have made themselves masters of the 

passes of the river V ulta, and have entirely stopped 

trade through that channel. The indefatigable 

native general, Domprey, has kept them in check, 
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and prevented them from becoming masters of the 

western bank. Last month a com'oy, composed of 

ninety-five men, sent with ammunition to him, fell 

into an ambuscade; they "ere attacked and almost 
. 

cut to pieces. The whole of the people in the Accra 

district are now on the mo,e to the Volta. His 

Excellency the Administrator, H. T. U ssher, Esq., 

loft Cape Coast on the 23th April for the disturbed 

district, in one of the Lagos colonial steamers. He 

intends to ascend the river Volta, accompanied by a 

few of the Lagos Housa irregulars and thirteen 

rctnk and file of the 1st West India Regiment. He 

will endeavour to bring the refractory chiefs to 
. 

reason either by conciliatory measures or, if neces-

sar~-, by the use of force, and show them that he is 

determined to open up that great artery to the 

interior of the Gold Coast, the river Volta, and to 

maintain in her a steamer for the protection of 

commerce. 

There are 11 few subjects connected with the 

government of the Gold Coast which I will take the 

libert" of LrincrinO' before your lord"hi)), and tho J 0 0 .., 

proper consideration of which will tend to establish 

that peace and concord on :1 () whole of this Coast, 

which is so necessary for ,. development and iJU-
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provement. These I will consider under five heads, 

- viz. : I. The Administratorship of the Gold Coast; 

II. The Settlement of the Dutch Question; III. 

Improvement in the Educational Department; IV. 

The Gold Coast :Militia; V. The Fantee Con­

federation. 

1. THE AmlIxlsTRATORSHIP OF THE GOLD COAST. 

Unlike all the other Governments on the West­

ern Coast of Africa, that of the Gold Coast is in­

fluenced by many surrounding circumstances which 

make it the most difficult of them all, and require 

great tact and magnauimity in the executive. Its 

close proximity to the settlement of a very small 

European Power, whose policy of government is 

totally different from that of the British; its posi­

tion on the sea-coast, in front of a powerful potent­

ate, who has a compact Government, and who 

regards the people under British Protectorate with 

hatred; its commerce being almost wholly de· 
. 

pendent on that interior tribe- the Ashantees-\\"ho 

are always at war with them, and who consequently 

have the power of puttino- a check to the wants and 
. " 

requirements of the commercial population on 

the British territory; its inhabitants, claiming 
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British protection, but disclaiming themselves as 

British subjects, each regarding himself as an inde­

pendent individual in alliance with the British 

GOTernment i- these circumstances make the Gold 

Coast by no means an easy Government. Besides, 

the extent of country 'is ~o large, the views and 

wishes of the people in each province so different, 

the difficulty of access to the country so great, the 

orders for non-intervention which the Adminis­

trators are constantly receiving from the Home 

Authorities are so general, and matters of importance 

within the Protectorate are so frequently arising re­

quiring prompt, decisive, and immediate action, that 

it is no wonder that the Gold Coast Government is 

considered by men of experience as a trying ordeal 

for one who is appointed to fill the important 

post of head of the executiye there. 

The Governor or Administrator of the Gold 

Coast should be a man of tact, resolution, and great 

independence. Whilst firm in his decision, which 

should only. be arrived at after matured consideration, 

he should be most magnanimous and conciliatory to 

the inhabitants over whom he exercises supreme 

authority. He should be a man who, by long 

experience in the manners, customs, and habits of 
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• 

the peculiar people of this coast, could fonn an ade­

quate judgment as to the measures necessary to 

avert internal disturbance, and to give them a gene­

ralized conception of the interest the Home Govern­

n:ent has always manifested, and will still continue 

to manifest, towards their advancement. He should 

be an official Nelson; not a pedantic martinet, but 

one who would dare to disobey from a paramount 

sense of dutv . 
• 

. I verily believe, my Lord, that in the govern­

ment of a semi-barbarous race, where the aim is to 

bring up the governed rapidly to advancelllent in 

industrial pUl'Suits, education, and general social 

condition, ct little despotism ;s absolu tely necessw·y. 

Bnt it must be understood that this despotism must 

not be used for the exertion of uncalled-for m:bitrary 

power, which an intelligent race might think, simply 

from its superior intelligence, it ought to exact over 
• the other as being less informed. But it should be 

more on principles of equity, having this object in 

view-the lllCtte?'ial aclm7:cement of the people. It 

will, however, be a most deplorable thing for any 
• 

Government if this little despotism is exercised 

for revenge, or for the purpose of satisfying private 
. • pique, 
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II. THE SETTLE~[EXT OF THE DeTeH QUESTIOl!. 

Eyents have now taken such a fearful turn in the 

Goyernment of the Gold Coast; that nothing but a 

complete transformation of the mode of governing 

the Dutch territory cs,n lead to a happy conclusion 

of the difficulties hanging oyer the political atmos­

phere of the settlement. Every day the difficulties 

of the question become more and more apparent. 

The insubordination of even the Elminas to the 

direct commands of the Dutch Government, or their 

tardy obedience to its rule; the atrocities of the few 

A.shantees who haye found their way into the Dntch 

capital, unparalleled in the ciyilizerl history of the 

Gold Coast; and the enormous expenditw'e which 

the Dutch Government at the Hague are, through 

the unsettled state of the country, bound to keep up 

- are sufficient d priori arguments to proye that the 

present state of the Gold Coast politics is untenable. 

There are two courses' opened to the Dutch 

Goyernment--viz. :-

First-To declare against Ashantee, and induce 

their subjects to enter into an alliance with the 

Fantee, offensive and defensiye. 

Secolld- To get rid of their possessions in the best 

pOBsi b Ie way. 

• 
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It is not likely that the Dutch Government nor 

their subjects would break up their alliance with 

Ashantee, which from time immemorial has beeu 

cemented through various phases of struggles which 

the Ashantees have had with the Coast tribes. 

The Dl,ltch Fantees or Ashantees would rather 

maintain the statl! quo as long as they are under the 

Dutch flag; the first course is consequently not 

easily admissible • 

The second course is the only one by w hieL tb e 

Dutch will be able to close their affairs on this coa>t 

honourably. They may come to terms fOl the sale of 

their possessions either to the English, F rench, or 

North German Confederation. If sold to the 

English, we shall have under command the whole of 

the Gold Coast, with the exception of a small 

portion to the westward, now 0ccupitd br the 

French; and, with the judicious 8upply of custom 

officers, the re,enue will be vastly increased, so 

that from being now between £20,000 to £30,000 a 

year, we can safely reckon, when trade in the in­

terior is opened, on from £70,000 to £100,000. We 
• 

shall then be able to bring the Ashantees to terms 

more easily and readily than before. But the 
• 

material ad,ancelllent of the Coast wonld be ex-



• 
LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST. IJI 

ceedingly slow; the field ,vould be too large for the 

means of' improvement at the Administrator's com­

mand, a scattered machinery would most likely be 

put to work, and the result would be unsatisfactory. 

If sold to the French, they would have a con­

tinuous possession from' Assinee to the Sweet River, 

a country of unknown mineral wealth. They would 

disdain to uphold the pretensions of Ashantee; and 

such is my knowledge of them in the Senegambia, 

that I most assuredly believe they would quickly 

form an alliance with our Government against any 

nati,e Go,ernment, and would put down within a 

very short time the waywardness of the Elminas. 

The "\l'a3saws and Denkeras would submit to 

their dictation, they would open !"Oads into the 

interior to the boundary of Ashantee, and the capital 

of Ashantee Coomassie-would soon fall into their 

hands. They would improve the country and 

people, make good Catholics of the latter, put doWll 

their barbarous customs, and teach them the 

mechanical arts. Indeed their occupation, if mea­

sured by the impro,ements accomplished by them 

at Daka, near Goree, only lately annexed by the 

French Government, would 

tage to the Gold Coast. 

1 .. , of immense ad,an-
, 



• 

• 
142 LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST. 

If sold to the North German Confederation there 

will be three powers within a coast line of only 300 

miles (as it at present is), whose interests would 

differ greatly. The Germans are a hard-working 

plodding race. Whilst they would have ,ery little 

to do with Ashantee, they would not join so readily 

with the English as the FreDch W"U ld to <>ppose 

them. Not being a colonizing G<)>fnl'])e:l~, their 

measures would be experimental; the interior tribes 

would not take very easily with them; they would, 

however, develop the resources of the interior, the 

gold mines of Was saw and Denkera would be profit­

ably worked, and there would be a great number of 

German emigrants, which would be of great advan­

tage to the country. 

III. IMPROVElIENT IN THE EDUCATIOXAL DEPART> 

lIENT. 

The greatest want on the Gold Coast is proper 

educational establishments; the present schools are 

lamentably deficient, and it is of the greatest im­

portance to know that the subject has the sympathy 

of the Administrator,'" who has now set on foot 

• Letter from Dr. Horton to H. T. Ussher, Esq., Administrator, 

with reply :- . 
My dear Governor,-Permit me to oller you my siDeere tbanks 

• 
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certain measures by which the standard can be 

greatly improved. His Excellency has requested 

the Re,. Thos. :Maxwell, Acting Colollial Chaplain, 

and myself, to draw up a scheme for establishing a 

good school on the Gold Coast, calculated to afford 

encouragement to the ·Fantees for sending their 

children for education there, and the following 

scheme will be laid before him on his return from 

his trip on the Volta, viz. ;-

1. That a Government Day School be organized 

in each of the four principal seaport towns-viz.) 

Cape Coast, Anamaboe, Winnebah, and Accra. 

2. That an Academy be formed at Cape Coast, 

under the au~pices of the Government, for the more 

ad,anced pupils, who should be drafted from the 

Day Schools, and that the Academy be opened to the 

public. 

3. That well-trained teachers or schoolmasters be 

secured, after due examination, from the Gold 

Coast, Sierre Leone, or elsewhere, who should be 

liberally paid by the Government. 

4. That the Principal of the Academy be a man 

for the liberal subscription yon ba'fe made for yourself nnd {or the 
Government ot"er whicb you preside on bchlllf of the work which I 
om about to publish. This leads me to bring to your ExcelleDcy's 

• 
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who has had experience in the training and bringing 

up of youths, and that his salary be from £200 to 

£250 a-year. 

5. That the Academy be made to furnish efficient 

schoolmasters for the outposts in the Protectorate. 

6. That :L Board of Education, composed of 

Government officials and merchants, be formed, any 

member of which Board should visit the School at 

any time, and report in a book, kept for that pur­

pose, the condition of the School. 

7. That in the Day Schools the principal studies 

notice certain recommendations, which I have long ago considered 
will meet with your approbation, relative to certain impronments in 
one of the most important branches of tbis Gonrnment--I mean 
the Educational Department. There is at prescnt in the Grammar 
School at FreetowD, Sierra. Leone, a natil"e tutor who was educated 
in England, and who is well cODrersnnt with the apprond method 

of teaching. He has a general knowledge of the rndimentary 
studies necessary for bringing up young persons, as l'\ell as of 

Greek, Lntin, and mathematics. I bn,-e been speaking to the Rev . 

Thos. Mo.xwell relative to the lamentable state of the schools here, 
which is mainly due to the wnnt of efficient schoolmasters. and he 

spoke very highly of this tutor, Mr. Bowen, who he ruso said 

would be glad to exchange his present position for another more 

advantageo1l8 and lucrative. His companion, whilst in England, a 
Mr. Kates, is now Government schoolmaster at the Gambia, 

employed by Major Braoo, the Administrator; and I think, U yoor 

Excellency wonld consider the suggestion worthy of the good of the 

country 1 the services of AIr. Bowen CUI. be secured to commenct a 
• 
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taught should be English grammar, arithmetic, 

reading, spelling, geography, writing, and dictation. 

8. That in the Higher School the subjects for 

education should include, besides grammar and 

·geography, the rudiments of Latin and Greek, Eu­

clid, geometry, botany, mineralogy, and music. 

9. That there should be appointed an J nspector 

of Schools, who should report once or twice a-year 

as to the condition of each School. That the 

Administrator instruct the Commandant of each 

substantial Goternment school here, under the snperintendence of 
the chaplain of the eolony.-1 am, &e., 

ArnIeAN"s HORTON. 

REPLY.] 
Government Hon,e, April 21, 1870 . 

. My dear Dr. Borton,-The subject of school:;; is ODC tbnt h:lS 
long h.d my symp.thy. Although I am tho he.d of the Executive 

here, no one knows and recognizes better thaD myseli tbe very low 
staudard existing here in that re~pect. I bad a. long talk with ~r. 
)!axwell on the subject. I propose introtlucing into tbe estimates 
for 1871 lllarge grant towards educational purposes, certainly not 
le~s than I,OOOl. to begin with, and more if requisite. I ha:re asked 
the Acting Colonial Chaplain to furnish mc, on my return frow the 
Yolta, with full suggestiolls as to the best scheme for estnblislung a 
good school here, which should be of a higber class than hitberto, and 
also calculated to alford encouragement to the Fantec5 to !'end tbeir 
chiluren. If during my ausenC'e you woold like to talk to )Ir. )Inx· 
~ell IlDd draw np n schewe with him, it ~hull receive my best ntten· 
tion.-\ery truly your" H. T. lhsHEn. 

K 
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distriCt to have a general supervision over the 
Schools in his command. 

10. That there-be two Sessions for the Academy 

and Day Schools, one to commence on the first 

Monday in July and terminate on the second 

Monday in December, and the other to commence 

on the third Monday in J nnuary, and terminate on 

the first Monday in June. 

11. That at the termination of each Session a 

public examination should be held in all the Schools, 

that of the Day Schools in Live, voce, under the 

superintendence of the Civil Commandant of the 

District, and that of the Academy in writing and 

viva 'VOce, and that the public be invited to attend. 

I have no doubt that these propositions will meet 

with the attention and support of Mr. U ssher, and, 

if effectually carned out, a glorious future awaits 

this special department of the Gold Coast Govern­

ment. -IV. THE GOLD COAST MILITIA. 

Rumours are afloat that within a very short 

period of time, the troops serving on the Gold 

Coast would be indefinitely withdrawn; and Mr. 

Cardwell's speech of March 3rd, in the House of 

Commons, in explanation of the reduction in the 
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military forces in general, and the 3rd West India 

Regiment in particular, stated that the present 

Governor-in-Chief, whilst in England in October 

last, informed your Lordship and himself that 

" what two regiments could not do five years ago, 

two companies were able to do at present, and that 

but for a temporary interruption of tranquillity 

between the Dutch and some blacks in the neigh-
• 

bourhood of the Gold Coast, he would have been 

perfectly content with those two companies only at 

Sierra Leone." There is, therefore, a very great 

presumptive reason to suppose that, should the 

Dutch difficulties be removed, the troops would be 

withdrawn entirely from the Gold Coast. 

At present the Administrator's hands are so tied 

down, tha.t the military are an expensive ornament 

to him, because their mo,ements, for e,en defensive 

purposes, are accompanied with so many respon­

sibilities, that their assistance was scarcely ever 

asked for in cases of disturbances not within the 

precincts of the barracks; so that a good natiye 
• 

force, under the pay of the Colonial Go,ernment 

(local) and cODlmaud of the Administrator, will be 

of more service to him. It is true that the troops 

bring a large quantity of cash to the country, and 
Kg 
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act as a check to any offensive movement by the 

native tribes .on the Government of the sea-coast, 

but for all other purposes they are of very little use 

to the colony. 

The Local Government ought now to be on the 

alert, and commence to embody and train up a 

number of men who would fonn the Gold Coast 

Militia, to replace the troops whenever the time for 

their withdrawal shall aITi ve. It is at present under 

contemplation to enlist anum ber of Lagos Housas 

to serve on the Gold Coast. Without doubt, those 

Housas which are met with in the Lagos irregular 

force are a fine and trustworthy body of men 

They require to be treated with scrupulous care and 

attention before they can agree to serve as soldiers; 

and as a local corps on the Gold Coast, where the 

living and habits of the people are very different 

from what they are accustomed to, unless they are 

very much attached to the person of the Adminis­

trator, they would be found to be insubordinate and 

useless, and would entail great trouble and expense' 
• 

to the local authority . 

The Gold Coast Militia, to answer the purposes 

for which they would be enlisted, must be composed 

of free Fantees. The Admillistrator should obtain 
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ten or more picked men from every province of the 

Gold Coast under the Protectorate, who should be­

liberally treated; not be kept to strict military 

discipline, but allowed greater liberties. They 

should be drilled in Fantee, officered by Europeans 

and natives, and taught bush fighting. When this 

is accomplished, the Administrator can with ease 

dispense with the services of the troops. 

v. THE F ANTEE CONFEDERATION. 

The political constitution of the interior tribes on 

the Gold Coast is of a very primitive order, and 

their social organization resembles most closely the 

feudal system of Europe in the middle ages. A 

king is acknow ledged, who in former years exercised 

the most unbounded authority as feudal lord, re­

taining paJ:amount right or dorninicum direclum 

over the life and property of all _ the wealthiest 

nobles or caboceers of his kingdom. Under the 

kings are powerful chiefs (barons) and princes of the 

blood, who exercise considerable authority over their 

-vassals, levy taxes, command a division (cohort) of 

the army, undertake distant expeditions, receiving 

under their protection inferior chiefs or free families 

who are wealthy, but who do not possess sufficient 
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numbers of vassals to protect themseh'es from the 

influences of neighbouring powelful caboceers or 

cwef8. These families consent to hold their pro­

perty and estate as their feudatorie~, and may be re­

garded as the infel'ior nobility of the ancient feudal 

states. Then come the free inhabitants, who, 

although not wealthy, ha,e c0nsiderable influence 

in the country; these people are dependent on or 

claim vassalage to powerful feudal caboceers for 

protection. Then come the real nssals or serfs 

(uillicus), who culti'mte the land, and who are gene­

rally slaves received into the inheritance of a feudal 

caboceer (baron) or their vassals. 

Before the English became influential on the 

Gold Coast, this feudal system was can-ied on to a 

very high degree. The feudal kingdoms were con­

glomerations of many heterogeneous states, who 

acknowledged .a king as their feudal lord, and he, 

on his part, was to a considerable e:s:tent a >assaI of 

the powerful King of Ashantee. But since the 

English Government has had a complete hold on the 

~ea-coast towns, and made the feudal lords or kings 

independent of the Ashantee potentate, as well as 

since it has exercised considerable influence over the 

institutions of each feudal kingdom, a universal 
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spirit of disaffection and sedition reigns in the 

interior; the influence of each regal Government 

has declined in a ,ery considerable de~r:ee; each 

feudal-baron or chief, according to his strength, 

power, and audacity, finding that he is not de­

pendent on the king or feudal lord, but the kings 

on hiI!l, according to tbe number of vassals under 

his command, pays but very little attention to 

his orders, in many cases, in fact, defying him 

openly. In many places the king is deprived of 

all regal power, and his retinue or comitatus is 0f 

the poorest order, and e,en the external honour of 

royalty is but meagrely accorded him. Internlll 

com-ulsions without much violence are not un­

frequent; and now a state of agitation exists in 

the interior; the feudal system is tottering to its 

foundation ; a more enlightened Government is 

earnestly demanded by e,en the nominal feudal 

lords or kings and the wealthy caboceers (barons) 

and people. But the people are most woefully 

deficient in the two e,sential elements of real liberty 

and the means of having a settled order of tbings­

viz., ed!lcation and industry. 

If the Go,ernment of the interior tribes is to be 

continued in the ,ery unsatisfactory and undefined 
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manner in which it has been carried on for the last 

century by the Government on the coast, it will 

take more than three hundred years to bring it to 

that state of political ciTIlization ,,·hich will fit 

them for independence after fully shaking off the 

yoke of their feudal lords. _-\ nd I hazard the 

opinion, my Lord, that if the regeneration and cin­

lization of the fine race of interior tribes is to be 

left to the present system of Coast Go,ernment, it 

will certainly take another h tmdred years to infuse 

only the germ of civilization amongst them and to 

enlighten them in the true principles of a ci,ilized 

Government. Examining the country in the light 

which I have had the honour to bring before your 

Lordship, it will be conceived that nothing but 

narrow·minded prejudice or low servility to prin­

ciples and policies of government already exploded 

since the conclusion of the ill-fated Ashantee war 

can induce anyone to hamper any legitimate, loyal, 

and democratic measures tending to improve the 

tribes in the interior .. 

I do not believe, my Lord, that any European 

Government can effect this impro,ed state of things 

in the interior without an enormous outlay, and 

we natives of the Coast belie,e your Lordship per-

'--
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sonally, and the Govern;nent of Her Majesty the 

Queen, whose Secretary of the Colonies you are, 

hail with delight any loyal, legitimate, and approved 

means employed by the natives of the Coast to 

further any political improvement amongst their 

c0untrymen, so as not' only to relieve the Imperial 

exchequer from its heavy outlay, but also to lessen 

the awful responsibility of'"the Home Government 

on matters relating to so distant and unhealthy a 

colony. That means, in the interior of the Gold 

Coast, is the formation of a Confederation of all 
• 

their kings, recognizing one person of influence as 

their superior, and organizing a constitutional Go­

,ernment, loval to the British sea-coast Govern­

ment. 

The Fantee Confederation, as I have stated in 

my Letter No. II., sprung into existence soon after 

the exchange of territory between the English and 

Dutch Governments, and its main object is to 

admnce the interests of the whole of the Fantee 

nation, and to combine for offence and ·defence in 

time of war; the tentative manner in which it has 

been carried on for nearly two years, and the 

infl uence and power which it had over the kings in 

the interior, especially when Dot hampered by petty 

-
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annoyances from the sea-coast Government,. is a 

sufficient guarantee that it is the most needful and 

necessary constitution to advance the civilization of 

the interior tribes, which, if left dependent on the 

narrow and limited Government of the sea-coast, 

will remain in utter barbarism. It is, therefore, the 

anxious wish of every civilized native of the Gold 

Coast, who has the interest of his country at heart, 

that 'in this agitated political state of the interior, a 

great desideratum to their country would be to get 

a Codex Const;tutionurn from the British Govern­

ment on the sea· coast, defini:,; "heir powers, giving 

them extensive latitude to improve the interior, 

without their President, or whate,er the head of the 

Government might be called, being subjected to 

constant humiliation by being ordered up to Cape 

Coast; in fact, so as to give" stability, distinctness, 

and extent to principles before unsettled, indefinite, 

and limited in their operations ;" such laws as would 

form the basis of further political deye>elopment. 

The Fantee Confederation is necessary to be 

established as a compact Government of the Fantee 
• race :-

First. Because in a dispatch from the Right 

Hon. Edward Cardwell, when Secretary of State 
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for the Colonies, to the Government of Cape Coast 

in 1864, after the disastrous and ill-fated Ashantee 

expedition, the kings were ordered to be told that 

they were not to j'eceive pI'otection in future from the 

British Government, Lieutenant-Governor Conran, 

in a despatch to the' Secretary of State for the 

Colonies, dated 7th October, 1865, informed him 

that he had put up a notice defining the limits 

of British territOlJ' to a distance of a cannon shot 

or five miles from each castle or fort, so as to bring 

the natives within our laws, and check lawlessness 

amongst them, but not interfering with dome.stic 

slavery, Mr, Cardwell, in a reply dated November, 

lS65, distinctly informed him that he was (( unable 
, 

to approve the step which he," Colonel Conran, 

"had taken in declaring the territory within five 

miles of eight separate British forts to be British 

ten~tory," and requested him to (( recall the notice 

in which he had done it;" and in a subsequent 

despatch, dated_ December 22nd, 1865, he expressly 

told him to (( avoid any expression," in any notice 

,issued by him, (( which bore the appearance of 

extended jurisdiction over territory at the Gold 

Coast, " 

Second, Because the Confederation will in no 



• 

156 LETTERS ON THE GOLD COAST. 

way interfere with the British authority on the sea-
. 

coast, but · will aid greatly in putting down cruel 

punishments and exactions which are practised by 

nati ve interior chiefs. 

Third. Because it will form a compact governing 

body, composed of men of intelligence, protecting the 

boundary line on the frontier of Ashantee, their im­

placable enemy, and capable of exhibiting such 

force as would resist any attempt at invasion . 

FOU1·tk. Because the Coast Government has done 
• 

nothing, nor is it likely to do anything in years to 

come, towards the improvement of the interior 

towns. 

Fifth. Because in all previous invasions of the 
-

Fantee territory, the A shantee forces, since the 

battle of Doodoowah in 1822, have cunningly 

avoided the sea-coast towns where British troops 

are stationed, but have ravaged the interior towns; 

and there being no compact governing body, and no, 

superior leader, the Ashantee forces have succeeded 

in destroying each province in detail. 

Sixth. Because the Dutch Government is an 

. ally of the constant enemy of the Fantees the 

Ashantees; and the exchange of territory, if accepted 

by the Wassaws and Denkeras in the interior v' 
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the Dutch sea· coast towns, will open a high road 

immediately for the Ashantees, which would give 

them considerable power over' the Fantee nation, 

and would lead to constant trouble on the sea-coast. 

That the Wassaws and Denkeras, who had thrown 

off the yoke of AshaJ'ltee for the flag of England, 

having refused to accept the Dutch flag, and having 

made overtures to the Fantee nation, who are 

composed of innumerable kings governing various 

provinces, to form an alliance with it, it was abso­

lu tel y necessary that there should Le a central 

Government, from which there should proceed the 

wishes of the nation from recognized and approved 

authority. 

Seventh. Because the Coast Government declines 

giving sufficient and adequate protection to those 

who might attempt to develop the mineral re­

sources of the country, by placing officers of the peace 

in the districts or provinces where the diggings are 

worked, so as to prevent the chiefs from molesting 

them, as the chiefs in the interior exhibit very 

little respect towards the interference of the Go­

vermnent on the coast in their social arrangements, 

unless the Governor is able to march troops into 

their provinces and compel the execution of his orders. 
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Eighth.-Becaw;e wars have broken out in the in­

terior towns in the neighbourhood of the towns on the 

sea-coast; the country has been invaded by hostile 

tribes; treaties signed and sealed by these hostile 

tribes with the British authority have been broken; 

and no physical force was sent by the Governor (nor 

by orders can he do so) to quell the disturbance, but 

guns and ammunition were given to the natives, 

who were left. to do the best they could to repel the 

invaders. 

Ninth. Because education and industrial pursuits 

have never been encouraged by the authorities on 

the Coast amongst the interior tribes, and there is no 

reason to believe that they will ever be encouraged. 

Consequently it requires the interior tribes to 

organize a body of men who will give the subject 

that attention and consideration which it deserves, 

without, however, interfering with the Coast 

authorities. 

Tenth. Because the Gold Coast is considered by 

the Home authorities as an expensive Protectorate, 

the authority of the Brit\sh Government is limited 
-to a very great extent to the sea-coast towns, -and 

the people still maintain their time-honoured 

customs and practices, which, although in direct 
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opposition and repugnant to the British Colonial 

Constitution, are tolerated and allowed free latitude. 

That in the interior the Coast -Government cannot 

put down the more abominable practices; and a 

native Go,ernment, whose authority is recognized 

and accepted by all the kings, will have a great deal 

more power to put them down. 

These are, my Lord, the reasons which I am able 

to discover, and which, if CaJ.·efully considered by an 

unprejudiced mind, will be regarded as sufficient in­

ducement to give the Fantee Confederation all the 

support requisite for its compact formation. 

Since the formation of the present Confederation 

the whole of the Fantee nation has been combined 

under one Government, whose status, although ill· 

defined, carries great weight and influence amongst 

the interior tribes. It forms a representative body, 

to whom the various tribes who are anxious to 

become allies of the Fantee race have been able to 

commnnicate their wishes. It is the pivot of 

national unity, headed by intelligent men, to whom 

a great deal of the powers of the kings and chiefs 

are delegated, and whose advice would have con­

siderable weight and power. Through it the whole 

of the Fantee race, numbering Ilome 400,000 souls, 

• 
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• 
can now, for the first time, boast of a national 

assembfy, in which have congregated not only 

various kings and chiefs in scattered provinces, far 

ana wide, but also the intelligence of Fantee· 

land. It makes the King of A shan tee for the first 

time throw off his supercilious disregard of the 

formerly disunited Fantee race, and tremble for 

the safety of his kingdom. When the Confederate 

tribes menaced it with· the weight and power of their 
. 
combined army, even the King of Ashantee felt 

the influence of the Confederation, and sent con­

ciliatory messages to its Court at Mankessim. It 

enables the whole of the Fantee race to possess a 

national purse, by which it is enabled in time of war 

to supply each province with means for the purchase 

of war materials, and also to ~end material aid to its 

allies in men and money. The utility of the Con· 

federation to the interior tribes is undoubted, and 

its power and influence are increased in arithmetical 

progression according to the support and counten· 

ance it receives from the Go,ernor or Administrator 

Qn the sea·coast. When it is befriended by the 

Governor, when he ·lends it his advice and cou!lsel, 

when he supports its legitimate measures, and does 

not regard it with & jealous eye, the Confederation 
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grows strong for good, its officers receive great 

respect, the kings and chiefs have great confidence 

in it, and its commands are greatly respected. But 

when the Governor or Administrator circumvents the 
. 

officers of the Confederation with petty aunoyances, 

and humiliates its President in every possible 

,Yay before the eyes of the nation, the interest of 

the Confederation, and the good results which its 

formation prognosticated, become checked; aud the 

Coast Government, which at present does not 

attempt. to de,elo~ the interior provinces, retards 

rather than supports its organization. 

It is on this ground that there is now a loud 

cry for a codex Cvil$tituti01iUIn for the Confederation 

from the Government of the Coast. It is essential so 

that e,ery branch of the Government should have its 

l)ower and limits' ,vell defined, protecting it against 

aggression, and "ascertaining the purposes for 

which the Government exists," and the l~ghts which 

are guaranteed to it; securing its rights in the 

various pronnces, and restraining it from exercising 

functions which ,,·ould endanger liberty and justice. 

The present drooping state of the Confederation can 

say with great truth, nOL'llS j·eruIn !IClSCltlll" 01"[ZO­

a new order vf things is gene.'ated, 
L 
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There are, no doubt, many intelligent natives on 

the sea-coast who are well disposed towards the 

Confederation. Some of these men have told me 

that, on account of the undefined and 1IDstabie state 

of the Confederation, they have been afraid to act 

their part towards it according to their feelings and 

influences, which they would immediately do were 

the British Government on the Coast to counten­

ance and support it in such a manner as to lead 

them to believe that it would not, on slight occa­

sions, use its power to embarrass and ultimately 

suppress it. 

In a pamphlet on the political economy of British 

Western Africa, with the requirements of the several 

colonies and settlements, published by me in 1865, 

I remarked in paragraph 1, page 6, that" it will be 

necessary for the Government to be very circumspect 

;'1 the selection of its officials for the Coast, and 

that the Governor-General, in particular, should be 

a man who possesses a happy tact and natuml 

sagacity combined with experience, so as to hit the 

right cour.~, siuce to him will be given the ground­

plan of the future political government. He should 

make it his first object to discover those salutary 

measures which ... re necessarY, and endeavour to 
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counteract those noxious influences which may sap 

the healthy action of the community. He must 

make himself perfectly acquainted with the internal 

affairs of each colony, its revenues and expenses, its 

commerce and agriculture, with the national cha­

racter of the inhabitants, and each section of their 

Government. He should form a correct judgment 

of the character of every prominent official in his 

Government, and he should possess a talent for 

comprehensive and rapid observations in the selec­

tion of fit instruments for different appointments." 

I am happy to say; my Lord, that the present 

Governor-in-Chief of the 'iVest African Settlements, 

Sir Arthur Kennedy, is one who has fulfilled the 

hopes of the general public-one who answers to the 

general description of the high official necessary for 

the IIhole Coa~t. He is the right man in the right 

place, and to him must the people on the Gold 

Con:;t look as the steersman at the helm of the 

Funtce national vcosel to guide it safely into a quiet 

and peaceful haven." 

The Constitution bet"'ecn the EnQ"lish Govern-
~ 

mcnt on the sea-coast and the Fantee Confederation 

• The followiu:I llleU10rial portrn.ys: in an especia.i mauner the 
fcdillg' of the puLlil' iu ,,'c:; tcru .\.fricJ.;-
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should be somewhat distinct from that of the Act of 

Confederation between the kings themseh·es; but 

tIlls latter Act should be slIpernsed and modelled 

according to the position of the difterent kings antI 

their provinces, as well as the condition of the 

people, by the administrati,e power ·Oil the Coast, 

by which means it will cany a far gre'lter degree of 

"To Itis Excellenc!I Sir A. E. A el/FlCd!h c.n., G,n'c,',·.-,r-ii,-Clli,j 

of tile TVe.st African Sett!tmtll!,i. 

"F.llE£TO~, ~YOt·, 1869. 

"MA.Y IT PLEaSE Yom EXCEI.LEXCT, 

"The lleworialof the Sierra Leone natile pastors 
in conne:xion ~ith the Church of EngJolDl1, under the auspices of the 
Tcnerable Church Missionary Society, humbly and respectfully 
sherretl! :-

II That yonr memori3.li~t5 bail with unmiogleu ple3.:mre WId satis­
faction the recent appointment of the ReI', GeOl'ge Xicol, lute pa..:;;tor 
of St. Charles, Regent, to the I'D.Cllut cl:.nplaiucy of the Gambia, itS 

nn ern in the history of the "·est Airican settit:weots; aod that, 
whilst your memorialists thus gi\-e expression to their ieelings ior 
the honour couferreu all olle of their body, they canoot let pass this 
opportunity without expl'cs~iog lrith thnnkfuloess to YODr Ex­
cellency their firm cODviction thnt to the iufluence of your high 
position is due the credit of this appoiutment. 

"Your rucruorinlists will eYer regard with unfeigned gr;\titude to 
Almighty God the coosecl'atiou of the Rev. Dr. Crowther to the 
bi;:,hopric of the Xiger territory, as a. crowning act of ])ritbih 
Christinn philanthropy; the ndLIli:i5ion of Drs. Horton and Dayies 
as staff assistant-sllrgeons in the ser-rice of TIer Most G rurious 
Majesty as 11 proof of British goodwill for the sons of ~friea; but 
they regllrd the present appointment with n lively iutcl'csL as pecuHa!' 
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power, weight, and influep.ce amongst the kings 

themselves. The position and jurisdiction of the 

British authority and the Fantee Confederation 

must be strictly defined and d,efinitely laid down, 

the position of the Administration of the Gold 

Coast to the Confederation properly regulated, and 

the sources of revenue, whether by a grant from the 

in its charactcr, in that whilst Dr. Crowther is .. missionary bishop, 

exercising the functions of his office in a territory not under British 
rule, and Drs. Da:ries and Horlon nre employed in an entirely 
military capacity, this is a ci,il ecclesiastical appointment to a. post 
not hitherto known in the history of these settlements to have been 

filled by any in a full capacity except by Europeans. 

" Your memorialists regard the appointment in qnestion as an 
earnest of a happier day for the West African settlements, when 
the prejudices of race, so prel"alcDt in countries where cil'ilization, 
literature, and refinement in manners are in the growth, wiJl be at an 
cnd. They need hnrdly say that to yon, dear Sir Arthur, they look 
,,-ith enger expectations for the speedy fulfilment of this blessed time, 

for in this appointment, as in others of inferior thoogb not of small 
importance otherwise, you bave sbown a jost appreciation of merit 
nnd character, and not a regard to mere accident. 

II Tour memorialists cannot conc1ude without assuring yonr Ex­
cellency of their affectionate goodwill towards yon personally, and 
recording their gratitude to Earl GraD~iIIe (to whom may it please 

your Excellency to conrey these expressions of our feelings) and 
tbe British Go'\"ernment, and to the venerable Church }.Iis::;ionary 
Society, to whose untiring nnd praiseworthy efforts three-fourths of 
the educated portion in this colony are iodebted. 

" God safe tbe Queen! 

(Signed) 
• 

U THE NATITE PA.STons." 

• 
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custom dues or by a small export duty on produce, 

considered. Ample provision should be made for 

the education of the young in every province, either 

by the employment of teachers by the officers of 

the Confederation, or by subsidizing the Wesleyans 

for that express purpose. A distinct plan should 

be laid down for the purpose of improving the 

industry of the interior tribes, and for developing 

the mineral resources. 

The object of the Confederation being not only 

for social improvement, but also to secure external 

as well as internal peace, the Administrator of the 

Gold Coast should be ex officio, by the Act of Con­

federation, the Protector of the Fantee ConfederatiolZ. 

There should then be elected a. president, two 

ministers viz., one who superintends internal and 

external affairs, and the other industry and educa­

tion-and a. chief justice. For the purpose of 

deliberating on the mutual affairs of the Confederate 
• 

states, a Confederate Diet should be established at 

Mankessim, having two divisions the Royal, in 

which all the kings, with the principal chiefs or 

grandees, should have seats; the other, the Repre­

sentative Assembly, to which each province should 

send a certain number of representatives, obtained 
• 
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by the votes of all the citizens. The fundamental 

law of the country should guarantee to every citizen 

equal rights and protection, and direct or indirect 

participation in the Government. These Assemblies 

should have the power of legislating for the Con-
• 

federate provinces, the right of declaring peace or 

war (when the interest of the Government of the 

Coast is not concerned), of fonning alliances, of 

regulating the taxation, the police, industrial 

pursuits, education, &c. Disputes of the Con­

federate provinces to be decided at the Royal Diet, 

and the decision open to appeal to the Governor. 

The President of the Confederation should be made, 

e."!: officio, a member of the Lcgislati,e Council, where 

his presence should only be required when subjects 

affecting or relating to the interest of the Confedera­

tion are about to be discussed; and should he hold 

that appointment as a Government nominee prior to 

his election, he should be called upon to resign it as 

such, but assume the position of member:;hip as 

President of the Confederation. 

Ce n' est que le premier pas qui cottte. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient Servant, 

J. A B. HORTON, M.D. 



A P PEN D I X. 

No. 1. 

ST.A.TEMEXTS OF :llR. FYX~. 

I wu.s at Dixcove when the change of B.ags took place, and after· 

words was removed by the Mission to H Seconc.lee." I saw an Accra 

Illao named ..1.po.inio, who was nttempting to rea.ch Cape Coast, 
kiUed by the Dutch "Secondees." I SIlW llli head and tongue, 
which had been cut off, lyiog on the ground; I also sa.w his body, 
nnd Wtl.d much frightened, and determined to go away to Cape 

Coast. :\Ir. Leighton, some time after, came up in Do vessel to 

"Secondee," and I applied to him for a pllSsnge for my wife nnd 
family to Cape Coast, which he granted. The kings of Secondee, 
on my telling them this, were opposed to my departure, 8..3 they and 

their children would be deprived of my services. They would not 
[tHaw me to go, and recommended me to the protectioo of the Com­
mandaot, named Van Dmp, who was kind, and interested himself for 
rne. Governor Xagtglas came op shortly after in the man-of-war 
H Kroopman." He asked me if I would like to go to Cilpe Coast or 
remalD. I said I ha.d now no reMan to go. He therefore told me 
I wo.s free to stop and follow my affairs. The king and people 
wished me to stay. 

Wishing to send my wife and people to Cape Const, however, I 
asked for a passage for them on board a vessel, which was granted: 
nut when I got my fnmily to the beach, the king and all the people 
went to the Commandant and told him they could not allow my 
family to go; that the. .J..gbautees were coming, and tbat I mast 
wait until they passed to Elmina. 

When the master of the vessel heard this, be also re{wed to em­
bark my people. The Commandant tben advised me to come to 
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tbe fort for safety, wbich I did not do. He said, "Well, send 

your family, and I will send two soldiers to protect yon from 
Atjiempon" (tbe .A.sbnntee headman). The .A.shuntees arrived and 
went into the fort, nnd sent for me. The Commandnnt told them 
wbo I was, and that I was tbere by desire of Governor Nagtgla.s. 
Then Atjiempon blamed tbe Governor for allowing me to be there, 
nnd referred to the capture by tbe Commendabs of the Dntch sailors, 
and the treatment of Ehninas by Fantees. He also said the Governor 

• 
did it because be feared the English, and he then returned in angry 
state to the town. 

It happened that seven Fantees were detained in the fort, having 
bee a taken by the Secondees, and these men were demnnded by the 
Asbll.ntees for the purpose of b~' iDg killed. 

The Commandant gave op six men to the Ashantees. I and my 

fnmily were then staying in the fort, as the Commandant feared the 
Ashanteos would kill Ille. Tbo Secondees then came anu demanded 
I sbould be delivered up, bnt tbe Commandant would not 

When the f::i.x Fantees were delivered up, they were handed to 
the J....ghantees by the Secondee~, a.nd pat in irons. 

The Secondees made 0. de:: pcrate attempt to force the gates to 

g ... t me, but could not. Atjiempon then annonnced his intention of 
gttting me ant hilll:S\ !f, to kill me j on which the Commandant 
wrote to Colonel Xllgtglas, who told Atjierupon to do DO harm to tlJe 
Fo.ntees. The Comlll.\llchtnt wrote again to the Goyernor. The 
Ashuotees made light of the Governor's orders, and said they would 
kill me. In the evening. tiS my property was being tro.osported from 
the mission-house to the fort, a portioo was plundered by the 
Secondees. Xext morning the mao-of-war" A...mstel" came. The 
Commandant sent for Atjiempon and sent him off, and I was tak<!n 
on board \Tith my family. I thought I was going to Cape Coast; 
but, alas! they let go tmchor tit Commendab, Dod gave me to an­
other man-of-war, the '~Kroopruaa." The captain of her told me 
I was now a Dutchman, ami th:lt I would remain and meet the 
A:;bantee.s. Three days after his Excellency the a overnor came 
up, anu told me that I !Dust remain in the man-of-war, to meet the 
Asbanteos at COmIllenuab, as be bad sometbing against them; and 
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also becaose Atjiempon (the Ashootee) hod made the Governor'. 
head ollicer swear that I sbonld .ot be allowed to go to Cape Coast 

till tbey come to Elmi.a and got 3000z. from Colonel Nagtglas. For 
tbese reasons I was to remain. AIter the orrivol of the Ashantees I 
was to go to Cape Coast. Three days .fter, the commander of (he 

"Kroopman U imprisoned me in the third story down below from the 
evening to the morning, because I spoke to some Elmina canoemen. 
He determined therefore to put me in irons. I went on board 1)0 

the 5th December, and ""rived at Cape Coast on the 2.th. Daring 

thi, time I conld for three days scarcely obtain water and food. I 
wrote to the Governor for permission to come nshore, but received 
no answer. 

With regard to tbe sil: men (Fante.s) deli<ered to (be Ash .. (ees 

at Seconde., I bave always heard that tbey were kiUed, 113 weU as 
a poor old Fantee man Il3.Dled Reynolds. His Excellency prom.Ged 
tbat he wonld get back all my property from Seconde .. 

I shonld be nngratelnl not (0 speak well of Go,"rnor Xaglgl,.·s 

kindness to me. 
r do solemnly and sincerely declare that the foregoing statement 

is correct and true in every particular. 

(Signed) JOSIAH A.. FY~;,::\, 

A Scbooimaster. 

Declared before me this 6th day of Jannary, 1870. 

THOlIAS JOJ'l.'ES, J.P. 



-
APPENDIX. - 171 

• 

No. II. 
• 

AFFIDA.VIT OF MR_ WILLTOf EDWA.RD SAM. 

rersonaDy appeared before me, Charles B. Mosse, Esquire, one 
of Her :liaje'ty's JD5tice. of the Peace for the Settlements on the 

• 

Gold Coast of .A.frica, one William Edward Sam, who being duly 
sworn, saith as follows :-

I was born at a village on the seaboard adjoining Cape Coast, 
called Amamlnl, and believe I am about thirty-two years of age. 
I bu.e alway. considered myself n British subject. I am in the 
employ of :liessrs. F. aud A.. Swanzy, of London and West .A.frica, 
and hU'f6 held n. responsibJe position in the service of that firm over 
four, and oeuly five, years, and believe I have always given satis­
faction. 

For some time previous to the fiiteenth day of last month I have 
ha.d cbarge of a fa.ctory or establishment belonging to the aforesaid 
firm of F. and A. Swanzy at the town of Dixcove, that town 

having been ceded to the Dutch Government by the British 
Go.erument in the month of January of last year: 

On Saturday, the 12th day of Jane, 1869, P. W . .A.Ivnrez, Com­
mandant of the said town of Ducovc, went ronnd the town with 
armed solLliers to take an a.cconnt of gunpowder in all the merchants' 
stores, placing a guard upon every house supposed to contain that 
article. The Ia.'t house he went .to was Mr. Qnabina Mensah·s, in 
the magazine of which was stored a large qu:mtity of gunpowder. 
Shortly after the Commandant left me, at Me55rs. Swanzy'. factory, 
I heard the report of "rifte in the direction the Commandant had 
taken. I was informed that the Commandant had ordered the re­
mo'\"al of Mr. Mensa b':) gnnpowder to the fort, without giving any 
expl:mation beyond saying that he was acting on the Governor's 
iD>tructions, and, ou that acconnt, Th. Mensah had objected. 
There nppeared to be great e:xcitement; and I was fnrtller informed 
that tL rifle wn.s fired by one of the soldiers as a signaI for re-in-

• 
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forcemenls from the fort. Shortly after this more armed ,oldiers 
arrived from the fort. On my ioterposition it wos agreed by both 
parties that the store cODtaining the gnnpowder ,hould be sealed 
with the Government seal. The Commandant then went back to 
the fort for seal and wax. He returned; bnt refused to put a seal 
upon the door of the magazioe, sayiog that he had been told that 
some of the gunpowder had been removed during his absence, and 
that, therefore, he must remove it all to the fort. 

Mr. Mensah still refused to nllo~ bis gunpowder to be removed; 
aud while he and the Commandant were io the upper part of the 
house, the soldiers removed from the lower part three chests, each 
containing twenty gUDS, that were under cover outside the stores ; 
and this was so quietly doue (no reference ha,ing beeD made to the 
removal of gons) that Mr. Mensah was not aware of the robbery 
nntil they were half way to the fort. On the Commandant's return 
to the fort he seot a soldier to tell all the Ehuioa people residiug io 
Dixcove to go to the fort on bearing the report of n. cannon. The 
soldier came to Messrs. Swanzy's factory twice to tell some Elmina 
people in their employ to go to the fort when they heord the 
caunon; and these people said they would not go. About half an 
hoor after this. cannon fired, and all tbe Ehuioa people rushed iuto 
the fort, except those in the factory of my employers, cnrrying their 
personal effects with them. Seeing tbisJ I felt greatly concerned 
for the safety of the property io my cbarge, and ill3tantly wrote 
to the Commandant to the following effect: "I am qllite alarmed 
at the signal of guns and rush of Elmina people ioto the fort. 
What is the matter? and what am I to do with Messrs. F. and A. 
Swanzy's property in cnse of any distnrbance in the town! Pray, 
Sir, put me in the way, and I will endeavonr to prevent any such 
thing." Shortly afterwards the Commandant came to the factory 
nnd informed me that the signal from the fort was merely intended 
to collect the Elminn. people together to as!:ist in conveying Mr. 
Mensah's gunpowder to the fort, as he, the Commandant, wos de­
termined to have the gunpowder on that day; at the srime time he 
gave me to UIlderstand that I need, have no apprehension concerning 
the safety of the property nnder my charge. He returned to the 
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fort, and shortly nftemnrds marched witb ten or eleven 01 his 
soldiers to take Mr. )lensab a prisoner. Mr. Mensah's people 
seeing this prepared to rc::ist the Commandant. "~hen the Com­

mandant reach~d the gate of :Messrs. Swanzy's factory I rau down 

anu begged hard that be would not make such a perilous attempt, 

poiuting out to him the danger of it. The soldiers, seeing the folly 
of 'What W:lS about to take place, urged me to di~snadc the Com· 
mandant from proceeding fnrther, and I prevailed all rum to return 
to the fort. ..it the same time he sent me, in company with ODe of 

the Go,ernment landing 'rraiters, to tell :Mr. :Mensah that if he did 
DfJt delinr up his gunpowder that day be would ask the interfer­
CIH;e of tbe Bushwah people to compel him to do so. Bnshwab is 
thc name of a place near Di,co~e, and tbe cbief of all the Abant. 
towns. )lr. )lensnh still refQ~ed to uelil'er his gunpowder, and, to 

prc'·cnt bloodshed and destruction of property in the towu through 
the interference of the Bushw3h people in the matter, I went back to 

the f0rt, nnd offered ODe hondred ounce3 of gold dust as secority, 
in tbe DaIDe of ::\lc~sr5. Swanzy, that ~rr. Mensah's gunpowder 
should not be sold or used in the enot of making custom, or eleD 
of war, without the authority of the Commandant, Of, in his absence, 
::myonc fepresenting the Dutch GOl'crnrnent, the Gm'eromcnt seals 
heing fir~t pIneeu on the magazine. The Commandant thanked me 

for thb offer. but expressed his regret tbat he could not accept it, 
au the ground that it lI"ouhl appear he bad not carried out his in· 
~trllctivus. I DO\'\" found that danger was greatly to be apprehended, 
nm] that my entreatics :lDd suggcstions were of no avail to prercnt 
it_ ~\.t 1:.1::-t I propo~ed to the Comm:u.dnnt that, instead of going 
fUTtlu:r into the watter th:.t dny, the best plan would be to let it 
stuud onT1 and to i>rite to the Governor of Elwina for further in­
struction:::. alll.llllc:lDwhilc to gire Mr. ::.\fensnh and the chiefs an 
opportunity to comlllunicate in writing to the Governor their 
reasou:; for refusing to gh-e up their gunpowder to the Command­
nnt. The Corumnndaut com en ted to this arrangement, and St'ut lllC 
immcdiately to lli. lfensah nnd the chiefs to inform tbem of it, nnd 
rerJ,llc:.'t th C: 1I1 to SCUll :somc one \lith the landing waiter to the fort 
to reprt::.'cnt thcm. Letters were immediately written by the Com-

• 

, 
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mandant, Mr. Mensah, and the two chiefs of the towD, addressed 

to the Governor of Elmina. Mr. Mensah's and the chiefs' letters 
were afterwards taken by me into the fort for the Commandant's in­
spection, who countersigned them a.fter having read them, and they 

were dispatched with one from him to Elmioa.. I wrote a brief note, 

with the Commandant's permission, in the fort to th(' agent of 

Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, :Yr. W. Cle::l'rer, to the ialloning 
effect: H I write this in the fort. There is :Ii. bard palaver between 

the Government and Mr. Mensa~ for refusing to give op his gun­
powder to be lodged in tbe fort. I bnve tried to pre,ent blood,heu 

to-day. The Commandant htlS written for a man-of-war. Try nnd 

come op in her, as you bllt'e more influence with Mr. )1e05011 than 

anyone else representing Messrs. Swanzy." This was also signed 

and approved by the Commandant. T lk caDoe was di'l1=::khed 

about 5 P.lI. On Sunday morning, the 13th of Jnnf' I:! '-:" ':lUl 

people being still in the fort, and afraid to enter the [0"0 to buy 

food, I consnlted ~1r. Mensah anti the two cb.iei::; in refereuce to the 

propriety of sending the gong-gong round the town to caution the 

people against molesting the Elminas, and to direct them to sell 

provisions to the Elmina people i and this was done. I accom­

pRnied the crier l\oith th~ gong-gong, and it was beaten outside the 

fort as well as the town. Aiter this I went to the COlllwaDl'lant 

and reported the fact. Towards the afternoon the sergeant came to 

the factory and complained that he had been Ilbuser! by :3oJme u! 

~Ir. Mensah's people, n.nd said tllat if I were to let the COlllID:l.ll.U­

ant alone in this matter the town would be destroyed inst30t3ncollsly. 

I begged his pardon, and told him not to mention :lDything to the 

Commandant, and ga\'e him about twenty pounds of rice Ior him-=elf 

and men. H~ seemed satisfied, and went back to the fort. This 
Wa3 all that happened that morning. 

About seven o'clock in the evening of the same day, I he3rd that 

Dixcove was surrouuded by Ahanta people. I forthwith went to 

the fort3 and asked the C"m01nndant if the report was true. lIe 

snid, "Yes;" but tha.t he could not prevent the people COUl:1l3, 

because Mr. Mensah and hi.s boy Braltoon would Dot go to the Iort 
o.s prisoners for refusing to give up the gunpowder. I Wtl~ rather 
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astonisbed, as nothing bad occorred on the part of tbe Dixcove 
people to give annoyance to the Commandant since tbe letters 
were dispatcbed to Elmin.; and I offered fifty ounces of gold dnst 
as secnrity for tbe good condnct of lli: Mensah and Brahoon nntil 
an answer should come from the Governor. The Commandant 
refused this offer on the ground ~hat the enemy were so Dear that 

he could not stop tbem. I tben begged him to allow me to send 
to Qnaw Esbon, the paramopnt chief of Abants., and his cbiefs one 
pnncbeon of rnm and ten large cases of gin to stop tbeir people 
from attacking DixcoT"e until an answer should come from Elmina, 
telling him meantime of my friendship with the aforesaid Qnaw 
Eshon, through which I had no donbt I coold effect the desired 
objects; but be woold not elIow me to carry ont my. proposal. 
This was repeated over and over again, hut all to no purpose. He 

only saill he thought it proper to give tbe Rev. T. Laing and 
myself notice in writing in the morning to remove our property to 
the fort, which notice he failed to give. 

It was now nearly midnight; and I went to the town greatly 
distressed. 

On my arrival at the entrance of the factory I met three men, 
caught by Dixcove people, who were taken as spies from Bushwah, 
and, as they were about to be ill-treated, I tried tn rescue them by 

wniting upon the two chiefs or kings, who at ouce took them from 
tbe people, and gaTe tbem to me to be delivered to tbe Cow­
mandant for safety, as they had DO palaver with the GOT"ernment. 
I took them to the Commandant the same night, and while in the 
fort I recognized the gnns stolen from Mr. Mensah's house in 

po"cs,ion of tbe Elmina people. 
A.t this tiwe I bad no hopes of doing anything to prevent bloo<l­

shed and destruction of property. I returned to the factory with 
the goldtaker, nnd, while meditating what other methods to adopt, 
I ,uducnly henrd a knock at the factory gate. On its being opened, 
one of the GO'fernment landing waiters, with two armed soldiers, 
came in, the former with a letter in his hand, which, he said, was 

aduressed to the Governor of Elwina; and he told me that tbe 
Commandant Sl:'nt him and the two soldiers e:\.-pressly to inform me 
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tbat he had considered aU my troubles and endcavour5 to prevent 
bloodshed, and found it expedient to take my advice, and wait 

until aD answer shoald come from Elmina, aud for that purpose 
they had been sent to Bushwah to tell King Quaw Esbon and his 

people tha.t if they attacked Dixcove before the answer came from 

Elmina, the responsibility ,,"ould rest with bim (QO'IV E'hou) aud 
not with the Dutch Government. It canoot be easily imagined bow 
glad I was to bear this news; and I immediately took the tbree 

messengers to the:two chiefs of l!is:cove, who were also very glad 
to hear the news, and ga ve fonr armed men to escort the Com· 
mandant's messengers half wny to Bushwah. I accompanied these 

people, and returned to Dixcove, intending to return shortly to 
meet them at about the same place, nnd did so. 

The Government messengers returned at about 5.30 on :\londay 

morning with news that all was settled. I accompanied them to 

the fort ga.te, and returned to the factory, h:n'"wg been up all night. 
At about su o'clock, the Commandant went round the town with 

soldiers. He came to the factory in company with a chief ca.ned 

Ahimadaki.3, and the Commandant told the chief and myseU, in the 

presence of several witnesses, thot all was settled, and that he wanted 
to see Mr. Mensah and both chiefs in the fort at eleven o'clock. 

The Commandant took Q, gloss of wine with me, and then returned 

to the fort. 
It is really painfol as well as .stonishing to find that, notwith­

stnnding the QSsot'nuces of the Commandant thnt all was settled, 

that, in about a qoarter of un hour from the time thnt he left tbe 

factory to go to the fort, Dixcove was attacked on e-rery side by 

nn army of Bosbwahs. The Commandant tben came to the factory 

with three soldiers. I inquired what the matter was, and he replied, 

".An a.ttack from Bushwah," when I began to bli1me him for de­

ceiving me, telling him that he was perfectly aware that my life and 

the property ",,'ere not sore from either side in case of a. fight be­

tweeu the people of Bushwab nndDixcove. He theu declared before 

the Rev. Mr. Laing and myself th.t the Bushwah people were acting 

in direct opposition to his orders, given not more than two hours 
• 

before. Mr. Laiog the •• aid to him, "If tbe people are acting 
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contrary to yonr orders, it is then your dnty to defend Dixcove 
against them." "That I will not do," the Commandant replied. 
I then told him to come with me to the field to endeavonr to per­
snade the attacking party to retire. • He refnsed to do so. Then I 
offered him the keys of the factory, as I considered the property 
in great danger. He refused at first j but after some expostuln­

tions be . promised to accompany me to the field where the forces 
"IYcre collected, 1\hen his soldiers refused to go, and, as he could 

• 
not compel them, he marched back to the fort. I then went alone 
t o the field. nnd desired the Dixco,e people not to fire upon the 
attacking party. as the Commandant was coming to send back the 
Bnshwah people; and I requested the Re,. Mr. L.ing to go to 
the fort to beg the Commandant to COllie onto Mr. Laing went 
to the fort, .nu returned, informing "me th.t the g.tes of the fort 
were closed, that the Commandant was on the ramparts, and tho.t, 
seeing ).Ir. Laing, he told him he could not be admitted, but tbat 
if he had anything to say he would hear him us they were situated. 
~rr. Laing then begged the Commandant to go to the field to send 
batk the attacking party. TIe said he would not go. 

A few minutes ofter this, I he.rd firing at one end of the field. 
I ran to the spot with my hat in my hand, shouting as loud as I 
could to the att :v:king forces, " Pardon, pardon! fifty ounces of gold 
U dust for sathifaction. I

' They kept rushing forward notwithst~Dd­
iog; and I narrowly escaped with my life. I saw a good mnny 
Dutch Dative soldiers with their Snider rifles, who killed many of the 
Db:co"re people. The fighting, with slight intermission, 1asted all 
day; nnd the enemy were repulsed on every occasion. Between ten 
nnd ele't'en o'clock ~lr. Laing sent to tell me that onr factory had 
been fired at by cannon from the fort, and that a part of the pre­
mises h.d been destroyed thereby; and I heard the firing of heavy 
ordnance all liay. 

As Mr. Alvarez h.d both publicly and privately told me the 
Elmina. people residing in Discon, then Jiving in the fort, had 
rnncorons feelings against me, and as he seemed to be much under 
their influence, I conc1nded at once by thls unprovoh-ed attack of 
his npon Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy's factory, he wonld by some 

-• M 
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indirect means injure my life during the fight. I therefore resolved 
to remain in the field, in order to avoid that danger, and that I 
might escape to the bosh shoold the enemy overcome 05. At the 
close of the day, when the enemy had retired, and some of the 
Dixcove people were about returning to the town, they WE're fired 
upon from the fort with rifles and heavy ordnance, and were 
therefore obliged to retire into the b05h; and I accompanied them. 

I returned to Di.:Icove after seven or eight days, when I heard 
th.t the B05hwah people, after barning or otherwise destroying 
the town, bad left tbe place. I found tbe store walls of Messrs. 
Swanzy's factory knocked down, part oi tbe roof oi!, and the "bole 
of the property removed or destroyed, excepting sixty puncheon 
packs, which have been since removed by me with the COIl5Cnt of 
tbe officer in obarge of the fort. Scales for weighing gold and my 
private writing desk were shown me by the Commandant inside the 
fort, and I accepted the latter. The property con.sisted of a large 
quantity of cotton goods-both loose and in original packages­
rum, tobacco, and other mercbandize, about ninety·se-rcn pon· 

. cheoos of palm oil, a large qaantity of palm kernels, gold dost, 
cash, &c. The safe containing cash and gold dust had been re-­
moved, and all the books and accounts of the establishment. 

In conversation with :Mr. Alvarez after my return to Di..I:cove, he 
ackaowledged tbat a large qaantity of Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy's 
property had been taken into the fort by tbe soldiers and Elmin. 
people, but bad since been removed. He said be knew at the 
time the goods were being remo'red, but bad not the power to 
prevent it. He expected the Dutch mo.n·of·war to arrive at Dix­
cova shortly, and he intended 00 her arri.aJ to take the property 
from the nativ. soldiars by the aid of tbe marines, but "hen the 
man-of-war arrived tbe goods were all gone. Spenkjng of the 
horning of the tnwn, the Commandant snid be bnd been asked by 
the Elmina people in the fort to allow thcm to go oat and set fire 
to the town daring the fight;bnt he woold not permit it; bot that 
shortly after, being tired, ha went to bed, .nd wben he awoke ha 
found the town was in Barnes. I foand the iron safe belonging to 
the factory brokan to pieces, cloae to the walls of the fort. I 
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called the Commandant's attention to it; he laughed, and did not 
appear at ·all surprised. I have uo doubt the safe was stolen and 
broken up by the Dutch native soldiers. I saw a quantity of 
Messrs. Swanzy's goods in charge of the soldiers in the fort, which 
I heard and beliere they were selling at about half their value. I 
bought two flasks of giu, the label and stamp of which was like 
whot I had in the factory, of one of the soldiers inside the fort. 

One day, while inside the said fort, a soldier on guard called me 

aside nnd offered to show me 1rhere he bad seen some of his 

comrades hide a puncheon of palm oil, belouging to Messrs. 

Swauzy, if I would make him a present. I refused to have any­
thing to do with him. 

It is seriously believed that the Dutch Governmeut brought 
about the destruction of Di.x.co're, preparations haYing been pre¥ 
\'iously made for the event, as three days before the commencement 
of the p.l.ver-that is, Wednesday, the ~th day of June-muni­
tiODS of war werE: sent from Elll1ina to all the kings n.nd chiefs of 
all the tOWDS snrrounding DixcOTC, excepting only tbe Dixcovc 

people, and the town was simultaneou:sly attacked from places to 
windward as well as leeward. 

(Signed) W. E. SAM. 

Sworn before me this 20th day of July, 18G~, nt Cape Coast enstle. 

(Sigued) C. D. MOSSE, J.P. 



WORKS BY THE AUTHOR. 

------
PITYSICA.L anHfEDICA.L CLDIA.TE, and METEOROLOGY 

of the WEST COAST of A.FRICA..- With 'olu.ble Rints to 
Europeans for the Preservation of He.lth in the Tropics. 1 vol. 
~o., lOs. 

LOmKlN : CHURCEULL &; SONS . 
• 
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(From the _it~m.) 

U Dr. Horton does not go into the quution 4!1 to wi",tller colonies of Engli!ib­
men could thrive or del"eJop in this pl\t'l ot the wort.{; but, with the intclli;::'t;Qo;e 
0/ a. 'veU·educlltf'd medic:t.l mnn, he enters upon the ~ttestion of the geD:l!rai conJi­
tlons ofhllm:ln life on the \Yest Coast of AfnC3, ::In,l In the most connonng manner 
:.bow~ tll:'Lt, to n consiJtr.1ble extent, tho) C:tUSCi of ,h:ath llUft (lbe~ ... es in thi .. p:1rt 
of the world nre :tS much UDder the control of hwuan intelli,;-'oce as the {eva­
bree.ling courts nnd alleys of Lonuoo, or the plague-stricken slunlil of ColUtJ..n­
Hoople . 

.. The public, And e~pecially thnt large portion (If it w'hose occupations l~a,l 
them to take :u) interest in the heo.1tb or tho inbilbiunu of our tropical pos~ti­
I'i .. ns, owe a large debt of !ml.tituue to tho autb<>r of tbL'i book: for the inJe­
fnti~"ble industry he has di!!p~aJcd in ,!:il'illg this lcame,! auu inh:re"tin.; ilccount 
of the climate rlUd mllteorology of the West Coast of Mric,'l." 

(From the African Times.) 

"It contains much valuable information and ru.lvice, and ""iIl, we ba.e no dnubt,. 
be n permanent nuthority, as regards tbe West Const, on the Dlllttas of whkh it 
treats ... 

(From the J{tdical T imu and Ocr.ulU.) 

" Thertl is enougb of .nluable original matter to render this, tho only work on 
tlu) elimnte, .,\Le., of Western Africa, of great nine to aU intcrcsteu in the [lI\::tCtl:l.­
tiou of Europe4Illife in that malarious region." 

(From the Lanett.) 

"Dr. Horton's book will prove of vnhte to nil ,vho nre interested in the be.111h or 
the West African colonies j n.nd it will be most useful as a work of reference." 

(From tbe 1'rtl4 Whig, a Liberian Pape.r.) 

" . •. The arguments of which show an nbundn.nt and co-e%ttnsive amount of 
research, n.nd au independent and origiD.ll1 turn of mind which prtse.nt.s d&ductivo 
fACts that .eem to be self-evidcntlt.ruth." 

• 



"ORKS BY THE At:THOR. 

GULXEA I\OR~I, or DRAC1:IICUL US: Its "'Yllptoms and 
Progress, Cn.u::)cs, Pathological Anatomy, Results, and Radical 
Cure. 2s. 6,l • 

POLITICAL ECOXO~n:' of BRITISH WESTER.' AFRICA; 
mth the Reflnirements of the several Colonies and Settlements. 

(The African ,iew of the Xegro', Place in Nature.) 15. 
, 

LoNDO:i: W. J. JOH:\SON. 121, FUET STREET. 

(From the African Tinw.) 

"The pamphlet, of wLich the proof.sheets are now before us, is inu1!ed well 
wNthy of perusal, both L~re and in Africa." 

(From th~ Hastings alld St. Le()'l/.ard's JYc'/;$, / 

"Whillot thcllegro's enemies are so adi,e in trD.duciog him-enemies among the 
fri .. Dd, of si:wI:ry :lDd tht: teachers of pseutio·scienocs-it is satisfaclory to kno\\' 
that thert: are t:,luCtl.t~d Africrul". like ~lr. Horton, capable of ,>peakiDf lip for their 
injuTt:cll"3cc. The l':trurb~et named above is Writttll by one who wei understeuds 
what be is 'Hitin~ abuut. It i" tbe ~oice of an African who knol'fs his pJac~ in 
n:lture. ao,\ has nlJility to In:l.ke good his claims. The facts an,I fi~T't:s of ?!lr. 
H, .. t,'u contr:lo.{ !'otroDgl\" with the gue.ss works and. tktlOn of the BODd-~rtet tra· 
,·..,i;,<'rs llIl.Il th~ori~t~, who have succt!€ued in making tbemseh'es ridic\\lOIl~ of !:lte 
j,y their 'n-ang.h~deJ drarts to arrear great and \\ise at the expense of the 
lihdll'.l Ah'irr.ll~." 

"EST AFRICA X COrXTRIES and PEOPLES, BRITISH 
and XATI\E. \'lith the Reqnirements necessary for Esta­

blishing thnt Self-GonrDment recommended by the Committee 
of the House of Commons; Ilnd a "\indication of the African 
Race. 7 s. 6d. . -

Lo:XDO:X: W. J. JOH..""SOX, 121, FLEET STllEET. 

--
(From the African Times.) 

"The book is a l'aluable one-is a book that is "fery much wnnte,}; that it is 
calculaJed to remcwe ~any mis('onct<ptionll IlS regards ~hE' people auJ c~lUulries of 
whicb It trenl~; t1at It Ollght to do much toward cleanng Ilway the thick haze of 
prl'jutUcf' in which the West Coa~t countr.es ban .. bt'en shrouded; and that it 
must, we think. COD\;nce el'ery unpTE'j\:diced reader tllat tho))e people :'Uld 
coun'Ties have 3. future of great importo,ncl' to the cirillied wor!J., and of deep! 
soul·stirring iuh'n:~t to tbe Cbristi:'Ul, who is praying, hoplDg, watching, aud. 
strinng: for ths exten!;ion of the gnat Hedtemer's Kingdom. 

<I The e:u-lier portion of the volume is del"oted to aD ~xpo!1 of the gTOs~ errors 
Ilnn mis-~tatl!lD.t'nts :'UlU tl.b"~urd ~as("lniDgs tbnt hal''' betO in vOl!:ue rcl:\til"e tv tht: 
West African met'S and the countrif's they inhabit. We:u-e glad to have these 
scitnlitic nnd l'Ulga.r falsehoo\.ls a.nd aberrtltions of intellect brought thus unitedly 
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belore us :).nd demolished by re31 scientific filets; and a c1e:LT anJ luchl rC:l.Soni~~ 
up<)Il thtlll ill ddeuce and favour ot' hi-; long·Ol3.1igned anJ deeply. njureJ race, 
tllat l'st:lbh"hrs the truth, for wbilh we ha't'c- always coott:uJ.:d, tll.:u t16 J'l~,;ellt 
lu.tisputJltll! ment:1.\ sup .. :riority of the ci\'iliz",d Europe:m o\'et t!.U! UllCl ... ilizf:J. 
Atr!, ':\0 h me~ly one of de~n~t:, not (me of kinJ-tbe rt·sult of cin:uUll;t.a[l~., !l.uJ. 
n.-,t of nnlarni di\'ersit~·. 'fili.:; work by!l. native ~Vn":tn, ought to uo much to 
rehabilitate- in EIlTOpl:an estimation ti,e n ee to w'Lio.:h he belon;.::_~. It ~how~ "h.'t! 
pow"r .. ot vbt:t\·.~tioll. ;::~at dili~\'Dce, a clear &rl'l'ir"i.:Ltlon of i:l.d.s, an,} II. DU:Dl.J 
,11l1"jUg that ,l"e~ not l'hrink from the gt"clit pl'ohlttnll of the futllT", of the \'Sri,:,U3 
,li"i~ioIlS uf hi~ rae,", vD which the li.,ht of Chrl.$li.o.n cilili:utlOD I,. Qul l' now 
bI"t!inning' 10 ~hine. and who are for tlle most part \,j3ced uuuer circumst;tlll.-.!~ 
m,·t uut';n'i')\l1'3ble to it.'! increase, ' •.. , .. ~o iUr:U'T that lJI'dl:nUs tu a 
c',· :,·'.ti"o or books 011 -Africa ought to be without thl.> intt:re"ting auu yah • . ble 
n .. !uwe, " 

(From the Tru~ Whi.?, 1\ LibtrUn Paper.") 

.. It is n work of rnre, curious, and'interest in; menL" 

(From the Rrcorrl, AUou~t 21, l'3ti!.'l" 

.. Ont' or the mo~t ~trik .,! Ylnruc:ltious (If tIle .\ trll an rote ii tile Yoc'T" b.c! th::! 
1L.s \'oll1l.,e Ii:':..; L\'I:II pclil.~J·l"r' 'Ot· 01 them, )1 ... Hurt(11\ heiu.;! Jliul~,.Jf aU AfflGLD, 
\' h", .'tt"ll\tlal!lill~ \'arb~l~ :lca<~"lu~l:a: all: :itd':.~' di~tin~·li ... u" ill 1:D::1:1o,1 ..I,d I 
Frar:,', iu.l.h ll~t' r"~''''lhILIt' l'0~ltl"n at' .... ,.111 Auu-t:lllt'~UT::!eun (If Her :'Ihj"ty's 
For~'t'li in \\""'''tau .\!n":3. U ~, sho\\s bi~ ai,pf' :.;ltlOll.'t tht: lnl(' L"pe ,11 La It'n'" 
(h'lI'll·arJ,ldl:U IltnJ. Ly d .. ,lic.Ltm;,:- Ii's work' • 'I. 1:",', il \'D)'" Yt'Dn, "I til ... e.)I.S~ 
Hh. tltutlU..,llt (,I' hi:; suh,j.-n ~',ul'ract'!\ au .. ' t.: 'tilt of t111:' " ,,!i(,U~ \\'. ~t Afd~·:t11 
o.:l'Ufltli.:s,:\ ,\is!;n~sion ul .-\frit-.'n Lation:I;I1~'. ollll,t a l',)mprt!b",u~I':" n",w ~,r th ... 
r~flui)dlkut,,?1' tbt' l·OI.l>lIi,'~ Dl;,\ ft(!!t:llLent." tL~ \\hn~l' ~Io.~ing l\'~th :\.hih to t~,i' 
riSIU,!" .:~m~r:ltl"n (If h~~ c{'l.:ut\v :ul... •• "Tv C),n"tl!l.U r1ul:mtbn'Io,ll;ti the 
prnctk;lll..,sj()D of Dr, B ortoll's buok is tl",~~n:.' '. • ! . , -


