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D E DIe AT I 0 NCo ,. 

TO 

CITIZEN VARRON. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I Inf~ribe to you this 

fecond part of my Travels. Y ~ur 
modefiy ':Vill take the alarm at this 

public addrefs :._ but ' I merely dir

charg~ a debt of long 'fl:anding, or 

rather I pay-in a ' feeble infialment 

upon the principal of what lowe 

you. Why cannot I difcharge the 
l 

whole, and pay you all which my 

VOL. 1. a friend-
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friendfhip prompts, and my grati

tude enjoins? 

It i$ not yet In your power to 

prefent to us the detail of a journey 

much more interefiing and ufeful 

than mine. You have feen wre,fied 

from you in a moment the fruit of 

four years exertions. Expofed to the 

poniards of the prieils of Rome, 

you were unable, when you fled 

their malice, to fave the moil pre ... 

-cious part of your~elf. 

In t~e mean time, deign to re

ceive the public homage I offer you. 

In accompanying m:e over the bar ... 

ren ,\TId hurning fands of Africa, 

Y4)U 
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you mull not expect to find thofe 

fuperb monuments the vaunted ,re

mains of which have, in two differ

ent journeys, been the object of 

your fiudies and refearches; but" 

you will every where encounter 'the 

genuine face of nature~ and it is to 

this circumfiance I trufi for the pro ., 

priety of the homage I am now 

paymg you. 

L"E V AI~LANTe 
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PRE ACE. 

THIS fecond part of my Travels 

ought to have followed much fooner' 

the fi-rR:. It was written a long time 
. ago. Private difputes and public 

affairs have counteracted its publica

tion. Of the firQ: part there was an . 

infinite variety of editions, pirated 

editions and tranilations. But the 

bookfellers never think _ they have 

got enough unlefs ·. they have de

voured both the author and his 

a 3 work. 
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work. Accordingly they pretended 

to doubt the fuccefs of the fecond 

part, after having experienced that 

of the £lrft: After a thoufand dif

appointments, I have at length met 

with an hond! trade'r. I pleafe my

felf with the opinion that fortune 

has directed mIT fieps to a houfe 

w here arts and letters are of fome 

confideration. 

It is- in vain for me to attempt to 
. -

deny it: the fucce[;} of my firft pub-
lication greatly furpaffed my e'xpec-

tation. It has no doubt been praifid 

much beyond its defc:rt. In the 

II)idft of the',eil1ogiums '1 have re

ceived, there were attacks to which 

I could 
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I could not but be fenfible. A cer

tain critic has been much irritated 

with the fale of my former work. 

I willingly furrender to him this fe~ 

cond part, which he has already 

devoured in imagination ; and God 

grant that it may in fom~ degree af ... 

fuage the bitternefs of his wrath! 

There is added to this edition a 

general chart of my travels. It will 

be fold feparately *. lowe much 

in this refpeR to the attention of 

the unfortunate Laborde, who made 

every exertion in his power to give 

effeR to its accuracy and precifiono 

* The map.alillded to by the author, will by 

found prefixed to the firfi. volume of the prc[em 

~ ranilation. 
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THE reader will recollect that I did not 

return to the Cape till after a ux months 

journey through the interior parts of the 

fouthern extremity of Africa. 

During ' my abfence, the 'Cape had expe

rienced many revolutions. On my arrival 

from Europe, I found there the French regi

ment of Pondicherrr; and, on ·my return . 

from this firfi: journey, the garrifbn was re~ 
inforced with the Swifs regimen't of Meu

ron and the legion de Luxembourg. I had 

been acquainted, in France, with feveral 

office-rq of the latter corps; and I felt, on 

feeing them again, all thofe tender fenfa-

..t'. tions 
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tions which' remind us of our country where. 

'ever we obferve its manners, its character, and 

its language. 

The females of the Cape, when I faw them 

for the firl1 tim~, had really excited my al1o

niiliment by their drefs and . their elegance; 

but I admired in them, above all, that mo

delly _and referve peculiar to the Dutch 

manners, which nothing as yet had cor

rupted. 

In the cOUl-fe of fix months, a great change 

had take~ place. It was no longer the 

French modes that they ~opied; it was a 

caricature of the Fren¢:h. Plumes, feathers, 

ribbons, and tawdry ornaments heaped toge

ther without t~fl:e on every head, ,gave to 

the prettiel1 figures a grotefque air, which 

often provoked a fmile when 'they appeared. 

This mania had extended to the neighbout

mg plantations, where the women could 

fc~ .. "ely 
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fearcely be known. A mode of dre[s en-, 

tirely new was every where introduced; but 

fo fantafiical, that .it would have rreen dif

ficult to determine from what country it had 

been imported. 

In the courfe of my journey; I had col

lected a large quantity of ofirich-feathers. 

which . I intended to tranfmit to Europe. 

When the ladies got notice of this treafure. 

it was impoffible for me to convey them to 

the place df their defiination. They flocked 

around me from all quarters to beg a fe~ 

of them. People even whom I did not know 

prefented themfelves in the name of this or . , 

the other lady, and .. mode my requefied the 

ufe of a ..dozen feathers for the evening. I 

difpofed, therefore, of all , my plumes as 

fpeedily as poffible, that I might the fooner 

!hut up fhop. Such was the folly of the day; . 

and this mode of infinuating one's-felf into 

tbe good graces of the fair fex was fo effica-

/ 
~!.. ClOUS, 
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ClOUS, that ina,ny officers fent to France fol." 

a cargo of feathers to gratify their paffion., 

The hu:fbands, on their fide, vying in gallan

try with the lovers, procured fome from 

Afia, and even from Holland. Africa could 

no longer fupply a fufFicient number; and. 

they were becomel dearer there even than in 

tUfope • . 

The French enjoy 0I1e advantage in par

ticular above every Qther n<;ltion. Where

ever their deftiny may lyad 'them, they [oon 

acg~ire a fort ·of empire over ev~ry thing that 

fwrounds. them. Their viv~city, foftnefs of 

manner, and attention to the graces, have 

fomething in them fo captivating, and even 
~ 

tbeir pre[umptiDn and fo~wardnefs [0 forcibly 

l1rike the· gen~rality of minds, and efpecially 

the,minds of worpen, that, in a little time, per

feCtly overcpme and fubdued, it is c;:pnfidered 

as a fort tlf duty and honour tD adopt their 

manners and language. Tho\1Sh the t(·)WIl 

_·.~'as 
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was occupied only with warlike preparations, 

and though an attack from the Engli{h fleet 

was every moment expeCted, the French 

officers had already, introduced a tafte for 

pleafure. Em?loyed, im the morning at their 

exercife, the French folcliers in the evening 

aCted plays. A part of the barracks was 

transformed into a theatre; and as wO'men 

eapable of performing female charaCters could 

not be found in the town, they affigned thefe 

parts to forne of their comrades, whofe youth. 

delicate features, and frelhnefs of complexion, 

feemed beft calculated to favour the decep~ 

tion. The[e heroines, of a new kind, height

ened the curiofity of the fpeClators, and ren

dered the entertain~ent {tiU more lively and 

interefting. With regard to the aCtors, [orne 

of them had adually very confiderable talents 

for comedy; and I recoiled that one of them 

aCted the part of Figaro, in the Barber of 

Seville, in [0 fuperior a fty Ie, that, at the Cape, 

t and 

~ 
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,and in his ,corps, he was afterwards always 

called by the name of his character. 

Thefe ingenious diverfion~ afforded me, I 

confefs, much amufement; but the idea that 

moft pleafed me was to fee them transferred to 

Africa; that is to fay, in the neighbourhood 

of lions, panthers, and hycenas. As for the 

Creoles, who had never witne£red before 

any thing of the kind, they were abfolutely , . 
inchanted. Nothing was talked of in every 

company throughout the town but the French 

plays. To add to the general pleafure, ladies 

of the firft ' rank confidered it as incumbent 

on them to lend 'to the military actors and 

attreffes, their laces, jew.els, rich dreffes, and 

mofl: valuable ornaments. But fame of them 

had caufe to repent of their condefcenfion ; for 

it happened more than once that the counters 

of Almaviva haviog left in pledge at the 

futtting-houfe her borrowed decoratioBs, the 

:2 D 
OW,ler, 
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owner, to recover tbem,' was obliged to dif. 

charge not only the bill due for brandy and ' 

tobacco, but alJ th€ other debts of the horoif.le. 

During th~ intoxication and ' giddiflefs oc

cauoned by thefe amufements, Love alfo did 

not fail to act his part; and certain little in

triples ' were, from time to time, brought to 

light, which gave employment to the tongue 

of fcandal, and introduced unhappinefs into fa

milies. Hymen, it is true, amidft the.fe ad

ventures, fometimes intervened to repair the 

follies of his brother; and many ·marriages, 

w~ich reftored every thing to order, werf! 

the refult of his n~gotiations.; but the com

I plaints, though ftifled, did not lefs exift. 

The watchfulnefs o(the mother was alert. 

The hulband, by fo much the more fecn~t1y 

irritated as he faw himfelf obliged to conceal 

his jealou[y, curfed in his heart both attars 

and theatre; while the matronly part of the 

c{)m\ru~iry, lefs on the referve, declaimed 

( 

). 
with 

/ 
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with , bitternefs againft the licenti~ufne[8 that 

prevailed, which they wholly imputed to this 

mode of theatrical entertainment. At lafi, to 

the great mortification of the young, but to 

the high fatisfaCtion of the old women and 

huiliands, the theatre was on a fudden £hut up. 

The caufe that effected this was altogether 

foreign to the complaints that were made, 

and of a nature that it was impoffible to 

forefee. 

Though the Cape had not been attacked, 

it had experienced fome of the ufual fcourges 

of war. A dread of the Engli£h fleet having 

prevented fpecie from being fent thither from 

Europe, ca£h in a little time became fcarce; 
~ 

the price of provifions was increafed; and a 

general alarm prevailed through the colony~ 

In this penury, the Dutch Eaft.India com~ 

pany thought proper to create a paper cur

rency; but this fictitious money, which was 

,fvpported by no other credit than a ,~on\len~e 

In 
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in the fignatures, in reality added one evil 

mare to what already exiited. The greater 

part of the planters in the interior of the fet

tlement were obitinate in refufing it; and 

many of them, apprehenfive of being p~id 

with paper, wou~d no longer bring provifions 

to the town. By this condua the value of 

every thing was quadrupled; and in a little 

time extreme fcarcity was the confequence. 

While matters were in this fituation, our 

aaors, who in all probability were not too 

regularly paid, or who at leaf!: did not receive 

an income proportioned to their expenees, 

found themfelves embarraffed. To extricate 

themfelves from th~r difficulties, two of 

them took it into their heads to imitate the 

paper money of the company, and to put 

their notes 4itl[o in circulation. Unfortunately 

they were fo badly executed, and the figna

tures)' in particular fo aWkwar.dlY copied, that 

they ,::er~ foon deteaed. Juftice laid hold 

\Ll.. l~ b of 
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of the affair;' the bufinefs a!fum€d a ferlon:;' 

afp~Cl ;. and it was for fome·time apprehended: 

that our two heroes of the ' fock would have. 

made a very tragi:cal ex·it. Every thing, how

ever, was at length ananged; and eitheF 

from r€gard to the iooividuals a!ld the corps

to which they IDelonged, or gratitude for the 

l~leafure th lZY had afforded, it was thought 

fufficien t to Bani ill them from the Cape, and' 

to put them on board a ve!fel that was about 

to return to Europe. I was prefen t when, 

they departed. Th.e theatrical company was 

thus rendered incomplete;.- an-d, aihamed of 

the adventure, they dared neither feek others 

to fupp ly th€ vacant places, nor refume their 

entertainments. '-

Intoxicating as w€re thefe p!eafures, Go

vernment mean while had not b~,"n inatten

tive to the danger which thre.atenec1 the co

lony. As they daily expeCled to b~ atta'j:ked. 

by the Eflgliili iket, they had increafefi the 

~~"ns -
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means of defence, and ordered di-fferent works 

and new fortifications to ,be conftructed. But, 

though thefe plans had been begun before I 
left the Cape, they were not finifhed- when 

I returned; and I every where found men 

at work, b~fily employed m eompleting 

them. 

At fira, the buune(s had Geen carried ort 

with activity and ardour; becaufe the inha

bitants, infiigated by their ptivate intereft, 

which was then confide red as involved with ' 

that of the public, had voluntarily offered their 

fervices, and mingled with the workmen. 

Young and old, foJdiers , and magiftrates, 

fai.lors and planters, all folicited the honour 

of co-operating for the general good and 

common fafety. To behold this heteroge- ' 

neous multit1'fcle-fome loaded with pick-axes, 

and fame with fpades, or other fimilar im

Pleme\ts-jarching out in the morning froffi _ 

the ttw;' _ and proceeding in high fpirits 

b 2 ~Q 
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to the ne~ .fortifications, was ~ fight truly 

. admirable. 

But this patriotic fervour was of no long 

continuance. Under pretence of fparing their 

firength, and that they might not weary them

[elves to no purpofe, they foon caufed their 

flaves to follow them with the tools and 

infhuments. In a little ·time they contented 

themrelves with fending their {laves only; 

and at laft thefe fubfritutes themfelves, in imi

tation of their mafters, or perhaps by their 

[eeret orders, gave over going al[o. Their 

enthuuafm, in iliort,' from the firft moment 

of its breaking out till the period when it 

was thus entirely cool~, had been the affair 

of fomething lefs than a fortnight. 

The works, however, thou-l~ abandoned 

to mercenary bands, were not inter;upted. 

Government caufed them to be conlinued 

with vigour; and, when I returned\fro~ my 

. j~y, 
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journey, the expence of them already amount

ed to a very conuderable fum. Nothing 

was to be feen but preparations for war and 

the means of defence. It appeared as if every 

inch of ground was meant ;0 be difputed 

with the enemy; and if the company had 

reafon to complain of tht7 enormous coil: 

with which thefe preparations were attel).deci, 

they at any rate proved, that thofe into whofe 

hands they had intrufted one of their moft 

important poffeillons neglected l nothing whi.ch 

they thought cakulatedto preferve it. 

From the Table Mountain to FaJfe Bay the 

whole road was lined with {mali redoubts, 

which, being conf!:n~ed in fuch a manner as 

to fupport each other, feemed likely to check 

the enemy, or at leaf!: retard him in his 

march. /' , 
Afother road which conducted from the 

tow!, to j}aie-aux-bois (woody bay) was for-

b 3 tified 
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tified in a different manner. Being both the 

moft beautiful, and at the [arne time the moLt 

pleafant of all the roads in the neighbour

hood, it formed a delightful w.a!k for the in

habitants; but from a dread that the EngIiili, 

-invited by the facility which it prefented of 

marching tp the town, might refolve to make 

their defcent at this bay, the road had not 

only been broken up throughout its whole 

length, but, at certain diftances, deep trenches 

and excavations had been cut in it. Thefe 

works, which were nothing in reality but mi

ferable deftruB:ion, I could not behold with-• out pain. The foad had become my favou., 

rite walk; and I had in rome mea[ure ap

lwopriated it to myfelf. It was here I was 
- "'--

fond of ihaying at thor!:! moments when i~ 

was deferted by others, to indulge at leifure 

in my reveries, and to reghlate t ~ plan of my 

journeys. I had counted every tree 0- ilirub 

th~t grew on its borders, and was acqui' nted . 

With every [.rot where I could fit\ ?p p to 
. . 

~lJ.°r 
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-enjoy m7 meditations. vVar ans1: its ptepa

'lations had rooted up the verdant turf, and 

the Bowers which had added to its beauty 

were faded or eIre totally difappeared. The 

t own had loil: what to me was its greateit 

{)rnament, its moD: hew itching .charm. 

In the neighbourhood, the who'le {hore" 

from Pointe d'es Pendu:f (gallows-point), near· 

,the Lion's Rump, to the bottom .of the Bay~ 

was defended by new works {)f every 'kind. 

The batteries were eveyy where increafed. 

Can!,!on, it is true, were wanting; but a fupply 

,of thefe had been promifed fl'Omthe Hle of 

France; and, if I remembe,r right, after a peace 

was concluded, ther actually arr.ived. , 

On the eail: the 'town -itfelfwas to be de

fended by y-ihong line of palifades, begin,. 

ning/"the ihore and ending at the bottom of 

:the Fevil Mountain. It was the Iile of France 

ll:gar ,thf t was to furniih the wood nece{fary 

, b4 fu 
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. for this .circnmvallation; and that engagemenf 

.was, at_ any rate, much better fulfilled than 

the preceding one. But was it not a {hame 

for a Government, poifeffing immenfe forefl:~, 
, 

to fend eight hundred leagues to folicit of a 

foreign power d Iiftance, which, without diD .. 

ficulty and ~Imoft without expence, it might 

have obtained by ~ea as well as by bod from 

. different parts of its own territories at horne? 

I have already publiilied [orne refleCtions 9n 

this fubjeB: in the account of my fir.ft tra

vels. On my return to Holland, I mentioned 

the circumfiance to [even! of the direB:ors of 

the c?mpany, and I have no doubt that [orne 

plan will be adopted in confequence, which 

their own interefi at the fame time fo power

fully recommends '*'. 

" The fl:ate of thi~gs finee there j"" "vere written 

ha s greatl,Y chan ged; it will, perhaps, chang· !tiJl mme, 

lInd facili,tate efl:ablifhments, which, by cufl:om, ~felfifh

nefs, and the interelt of partial afiociations, h 2Y long 

peen retarded. " J 

+ -As 
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As it was on the ,eafl:ern fide that the inha

bitants expeCled- the Englilh to make their 

attack, it was in this quarter they took care 

to confhuCl the fl: rongeft fortifications. Buti 
. 

among thefe new works, there was one which. 

was far from meeting with general approba~ 

tion. By profeffional men it was confidered, 

if not altogether u[ele[s, "as c~lculated at leaft 

very little to obftruCl the taking of the town. 

To prove who were in the right, and .who ill. 

t~e wrong, in the judgment of this matter, 

It would have beeI,l neceffary that , the town 

{bould aClually be beGeged; but this was am 

event that did n,ot take place. To the in,ha

bitants, however, the conftruclion of this fort · 

afforded a fubject c;t confiderable pleafantry. 

According to them, the contraClors had la

boured for th '1' own advantage rather' than 

for that ",of the colony; and by ,Colonel 

GOf~the fort was called in deriiion Fort 

Gu i et. 
'I _" , While 
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\Vhile the .means of defence were thus in~ 

. .creafed, Government endeavoured alfo to aug

ment the number of troops. With this view, 

every perfon without difrinEtion that offered 

himfelf WaS enEfred: be his defecrs what 

they might, not an individual was refufed. 

I do not precifely know what fuch foldiers 

'Would have done in cafe of an attac~; but I 

{ufpea they would have oppofed no very for

midable fa~e to the enemy. 

J ufl: the fame, In rny opinion, would it 

have been with a regiment of Hottentots that 

was' formed. Never did plan afford fo much 

[-cope for ridicule as this; and to be convinced 

how jufl: was the ridicule, a fight only of 

thefe grotefque tr~ops at their exercife was 

fufficient. One day as I w\ croiling the 

parade wher.e they were a{femb~ and where 

~me of the company's fervants was t "ching 

j"h,em what he called military ~volutio ' s, I 

.enj Iyed 
. --... 
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enjoyed this pleafur.e. I had never before 

lqughed fo heartily,. and have never thought 

of them fince without the fame convulfive 

merriment. Thofe who have feen at a fair, 

apes perform their exercife under the whip 

of a (how-man, joftle one another by con .. 

Crary motions, whed to the right when they 

(hould turn to the left, and ju~p about or 

leap on each others backs when they ought 

to march or to haIt, will have no imperfeCt 

image of the manreuvres of thefe demi-fa

vages. As none of them knew how to dif

tinguiih hi:s right hand from his left, the 

reader may judge hovv well they mufl: have 

obeyed the commands of their general. 

With a fiupid look,;.hey kept their eyes f!:ed

faftly fixed upon him; but fcarcely had he 

given the wor~hen, agitated as if by convul

ilons, . e~' erformed a different evolu~ion; 

and ~r "Ghat could be taught them was to re

mai in a line clofely fqueezed one againft 

~he ;1 the;,~. On the arrival of the firf!: bullet, 

, , and 
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and even on the firfl: report of a cannon, the 

.whole corps would have difperfed, like a flock 

of ftarlings, and never would it have been 

J?offible to rally them. 

There was one mode, ho wevpr, in whi, h 

perhaps they might have bee. re jJ .'(~j r 

ful: to have pofted them in fome fec.lr 

of ambufcade, where they could hav [> , 

thing to apprehend, and there to have em

ployed them in firing as occafion mrght offer. 

For it i.s fcarcely to be expected that the Sa

vage, a total {hanger to our prejudices, {hould' 

fe.t much value on the honour to J.,e acqui.red 

by remaining at one's poft, there to· await 

perhaps certain death., The favage prefers 

lying in ambufh for his enemy under the co

vel' of darknefs. 

the art of avoiding danger. 

is only when he thinks himfelf fure 0 " 'lIing, 

without on his fide running any rifk; a p to 

afk him to expofe his l1fe 

,< to 
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to thofe in whofe fuccefs he has no intereft, _ 

would be propofing an aCtion that he w-ou1d 

confider in the light of infanity. 

Of the merit and bravery of the different 

officers deftined to command the forts and the 

troops~ I have nothing to fay. They were 

all, no doubt, men of courage and talents~ · I , . 

all worthy of the pofts affigned, or the rank 

conferred upon them; but I very much regret .. 

ted that I did not fee among them the brave and 

'intrepid Staaring. This feaman, fince fnatch

ed by the hand of death from his family and 

country, had lately given an example of refo

lution that aftoni1bed the whole colony; and I 
( 

publiih it here wit) the more pleafure, as I 

iball thus, in -part, di[tharge what lowe to 

the memory o£ a man to whom I was exceed- _ 

ingly att.~b:LJ. 

P ihip under Daniih colours had an

ChOll d iI' , the Cape Bay; and there were rea

fons 
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fons to fufpea that fIle was an Englifh fpy. 

or at leaft a tranfport laden with warlike' 

flores for the enemy. Staaring, who was 

port-captain, thought it his duty, in that qua~ 

lity, to endeavour to obtain certain informa

tion on the fubj ea j and with that view went 

on board , his floop, and proceeded to the 

fhip to examine her. This was what the 

Dane had been afraid of. Scarcely. was the 

captain in his power when he gave orders to 

weigh anchor, and made prep.arations for put

ting to fea. Staaring, however, fufpeCting 

this treachery, had, before he quitted the 

fhore, taken. precautions to prevent its fuccefs. 

Accordingly, he made from the deck the fignal 

that had been agree'd upo~ and the weft bat

tery, which he had himfelf caufed to be con

firuCted, and which was calle ,by his name, 

immediately opened and began to ' : .r~harge its 
'. 

guns upon the ve!fel. In 'vain did the ':1ane 

threaten in his wrath, that, unlefs Staa ng 

gave a counter-fignal and filenced the-batt 'ry, 
,. !:\~ 
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he would lafh him to the main-mart, and ~x

pofe him to defl:rutlion from the Ihot of thofe 

very cannon which we,re fired in obedience to 

' his orders. \ This brave Inan was not to be 

intimidated; and inftead of barely complying . 

with the propofal, he repeated his fignal, 

which brought a fecond difcharge from the I 

"battery. "When the crew faw this, they be-

came alm6ft frantic with rage, fell upon the 

objetl of their vengeance, beat him feverely, 

and aClually tied him to the maft: but Staar-

ing, though furrounded by danger, derided 

his tormentors. "You know not what you 

" do," faid he with a fmile. "Perceive YOll 

" not that thefe bullets are fent by my com

" mand; that they know me; and will, there-,. 
"fore, do me no harm ?" .. 

"What ~<t" t1, . .1S faid in pleafantry, wonderful 

as it 'nay appear, was eventually realifed •. 

The J!hot fell in !howers on every £Ide, with

out o;le of, them touching him: but the vef-

/ 
I 

3 fel 
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fel was ·fo {battered, that {he was foon obligecI 

. to put about and to anchor with difgrac€' un

der the battery that had fired upon her. In 

:filort, this expedition, the fuccefs of which 

was the effect almoft of a momcwt, proved 

fo much the 111Qre honourable to the hero 

who conducted it, as the veffel, in reality, wa~ 

a fmuggIer; and, being judged a legal prize, ' 

was [o1d, I believe, for the benefit of the 

company. For fome time nothing was talked 

of ~1r the Cape but Staaring's intrepidity. 

But his private affairs requiring his prefence 

in Holland, he had reccm tly departed with his 

wife; and, to avoid being attacked by the 

Englifh, took his paffage on board a Daniili 

:!hip that was bound to Copenhagen. 

'The adventure at the Ca le had reached 

the court of Denmark; but the ;tGlpnfiances 

of the capture were n-ot difiinaly lmpwn j 

and Staaring had to fear that, if the ~,ourt 

ihould hear of his arrival, he might b.e arrrfted. 

- \ and 



- I N T ROD U C T ION: xxx.vii 

~nd perhaps put in irons' till more certain 

information could be obtained. Some friends 

forewarned him of his danger. He tbought 

it prudent, therefore, to withdraw; and de

parted privately from Copenhagen, leaving 

behind him his wife, who did not delay to 

follow him to Holland, where {he had the 

'misfortune [oon after to lore him. But he 

has left a fon who one day will doubtlds ful

£! the brilliant defiiny to which the name he 

inherits [0 powerfully invites him. 

The time I fpent at the Cape was not 

. loil to my iludies and purfuits. I had not 

only been able, with a part of what I had 

brought with me from my jonrney, to form 

an interefting collpdion; but fcarcely a day 

elapfed without Iny rambling into the coun

try to procure ither articles by which to en

large it~ -Nothing came amifs to me: beetles, 

flies, tutterRies, ;::hryfalides, neils, eggs, qua

drupeds, and birds of all kinds, had their value; 

V()L.r.' C and 

I 
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and all ferve<;l either to fill up a place III my 

-cabinet, or as objeCts of fiudy. At the houfe 

of Boers too -there was a kind of menagerie 

to w.hich I frequently reforted, in order to 

make, obfervatiorrs and fometimes expen

ments. 

It was by means of this menagene, added 

to what my two journeys had enabled me to 

obferve, that I fucceeded in obtaining a know.;; 

ledge of ~he food, propenfitie~, habits, and 

duration of life, m?re or lefs protraCted, of cer

tain animals. Some of thefe obfervations, 

which are highly wonhy the attention of na

turalifis, I £hall publii11 hereafter. At pre

fent, I mean to confine myfelf to a fingle ex

periment, which, not falling in wi th the 

thread of my narration, w '.lId be confidered 
'I 

as foreign to it; and confe '1ently can here 

only be inferted with propriety. ~ 

I had often ' rem arked that [piders ~'[pread 
\ their 
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their webs in certain folitary and clore places, 

to which it is very difficult for flies and even 

for gnats to penetrate; and J concluded that, 

as thefe animals muB: long remain without 

food, they were capable of enduring confider

able abB:inence and hunger. 

To be affured of this circurnltance, I took a 

large garden fp ider, which I inclofed ,under a 

f glafs bell, well faB:ened round the bottom 

with cement, and in this fituation I left it for 

ten months together. Not~ithftanding this de

privation of food, it appeared during the whole 

period equally vigorous and alert; and I re.

marked no other alteration than that its belly, 

which at the time of )ts imprifonment was the 

fize of a nut, dec~d infenfibly till at laB: it 
l 

was [carcely larger than the head of a pin. 

I tbi n put tinder the bell another fpider of 
the [~me kind. At fid!: they kept at a die. 

tance from ,each other, and remained motion.-

It 
c 2 lefs; 



~l I N T ROD U C T ION. 
I 

lefs; but prefently the meagre one, preffed 

by hunger, approached and attacked the 

{hanger. It returned feveral times to the 

-charge; and in thefe different confliCls its 

enemy being deprived of almoR: all its claws, 

it carried them away, and retired to its for

mer Gtuation to devour them. The meagre 

one itfelf had allo loft three of its claws, on 

which it equally fed; and- I perceived that its 

plumpnefs was in fome mea[urc reftored by 

'this repaft. At length, the new comer, de-

prived of all its means of defence, fell the 

next day a facrifice. It was fpeedily devour

ed; and in lefs tban twenty-four hours the 

olll inhabitant of the bell became as round 

as it had been at the fi rt moment of its con

finement. 
" 

Other animals can by no means, endure the 

fame degree of hunger. An abftinet"ce of a 

few days is fufficient to deR:roy them; and 

the term will be [horter or longt;r according 

to 
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to the ' nature of their food. Among birds, 

for example, the graniv.orous generally die in 

the fpace of from forty-eight to flxty hours, 

while the entomoph~gi, thofe who feed on in .. 

feas, will hold out for a iliort period longer. 

But thofe whloh can letaft bear abfti;. 

nence are {uch as live on fnlit; a property 

that is owing prQbably to their ftomach, 

which, digefiing more fpeedily, has more 

frequent need of aliment. This quick digef

tion, however, is attended with one advan

t'<lge, which is, that, reduced to an €qual de_ 

gree of inanition by abftinence, the animal, 

if affifted, will recover and refume its ftrength 

fooner than others vVirh the granivorous 

fpecies this is nof{:e cafe. Debilitated to a 

certain point, :.f nothing but the feeds on 

which tln y ufually feed be given them, they 

can Pi ver be reftored; their ftomach having 

loft, in part, its povl'er of digefiion'. ThCl 

carnivoroLls, on the contrary, retain their di-

c 3 geftion 
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geition to the lait moment; and hence it 

happ~ns that receiving the kind of food 

which is fuited to them, an initant only is 

neceifary to their recovery. 

A little refleaion will enable us clearly to 

perceive the cau[e of this difference. Fleih, 

from its affinity to the fubftance of the ani,,:, 

mal, becomes fpeedily incoporated with it; 

and, as its juices are highly nutritive, the 

ailiitance it g~ves is almoit initantaneous. 

With feeds the cafe iB ' the reverfe: to be di

gefted, they muft remain [orne time in the 

fiomach, where they require to be .previoufly 

foftened and triturated. This operation is te~ 

dious, and fuppo[es, bell les, a vital aCtion in 

th~ gullet; a nlOtion and to ·ce which failing 

cleitroys. 

-

What I have advanced upon this fu~ea is 

l10t only fupported by plaufible reafons; but

if) the refult alfo of experiment. 

I'took 

\ 
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I took ,two fparrows of the fame age, and 

in equally good condition, and reduced them, 

by the want of nourifhment, to fuch -a ftate 

of weaknefs that neither df them was able to 

take what was offered him, I then forced 

down the throat ef one fOine bruifed feeds, 

and of the other a little minced Belli. In a 

, few minutes the latter was quite well; while 

the former, two haws after, died, 

Conlidering, however, gramvorous birds 

with attention, it might be [aid, that feed, 

though it forms the principal part of their 
, 

food, is to thefe animals a food at the fame 

time that is infufficient and too little nutritive, 

{ince they add. thereto fruit, Beih, infeCts, 
'" ' {Ind: in a word{ whatever nutritive fubftanc: 

they meet wita. The carnivorous, on the 

other ha)'d, whether they Jive on Belli or on 

infeC}s, are uniform in their food. One , 
kind is fufficient for them; and 'they have no 

recourfe t9 feeds. 

Ot 

I 



xliv IN T ROD U C T ION. 

Of. all the feathered race, the [pedes moJ1 

fubjeCl: to hunger and to the frequent want of 

food have appeared to me to be the pi[civo

rou$, or [uch as feed on £lih. Nature has ac

cordingly given them large gullets or pouches, 

in which they accumulate, for future want, a 

larger £lore of provifion. 

With regard to birds of prey, they can en

dure hunger for a very confiderable period. 

I have made on this fubjeEt various experi

ments, but null content myfelf with relat~ 

ing a fingle fa,ct, which is truly a£loniihing, 

and .. [eems to prove fomething more than the 

mere capacity of el'lduring abfi:inence. 

I had a vulture . of the ~~ies called at the 

Cape chaJ1ejiente * (dung-itmter) which I 

* Tho author gIves here only a tranflation ~he name: 

u[ed at the Cape. The Dutch name isJlrontjaagel..< ; an d 

the bird alluded to is the [,nne kind of vulture as th'lt 

\l<l\tecl in the Weft-II\c1ies the carrion crow. :r 1 

wanted 
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wanted to kill, in order to fl:uff it. The 

animal appearing too fat for the purpofe, I 

obliged ic to fail. Upon vifiting it, ~ every 

day expeaed to find it dead, or reduGed a~ 

Ieaft to extreme weaknefs; but it always ap

peared in the [arne {tate of health and vigour. 

At lemgth, after eleven days of entire faft, 

feein g it fl:iH alive, my patie ;1 ce was exhaufl:ed; 

-and, as I had other cares to engage my acteu-

tion, I put an end to its exifl:ence. In pre;

paring it for prefervation, I perceived that it 

could have lived a mmh longer time; for, 

notwithitanding its abftinence, it ,{till fo a

bounded with fat, that r was obliged to ex

traa it before I could fucceed in my -ope

ration. 

f 

( 
The fame obfervation is applicable to qua-

drupeds. Such as live on fleih will endure 

hunger much longer thaI?- others; a faa fo 

well known and attefted, that I may [pare 

rnyfelf the trouble of proving it. 

1 The 
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The h~mari fpecies alfo furniIhes a very ftrik. 

ing inftance of the [arne truth in thofe nations 

which more or lefs feed upon fle~. The 

Hottentot whofe nouriiliment is milk and 

roots, or dried locufts, can by no means en

dure the fatigue and hunger which other Hot

tentots can who live by the chace, and who, 

often obliged to pals feveral days without 

eating, will fuffer no inconvenience from the 

circumftance. I have even remarked that 

this kind of aliment, whatever prej lldices 

may exift to the contrary, every thing eIre 

being equal, contributes to render the indi. 

vidual {honger than any other. Of all the 

races of men with which I have been ac

quainted, the largeft and 

opinion, are the planters a the Cape; and 

I know of nonE that are [0 addiCted to ani. 

mal fo~d. I myfelf, who, by the nature of 

my journeys, was obliged for feveral ye<\,rs to 

live folely on Befh, mull acknowledge that I 

never enjoyed a more uniform' or better ftate 

of 

\ 
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of health than at that period. I alfa never 

fo much abfhined from ftrong liquors; 

whereas, if the Engliih, who eat more ani

mal food than the other nations of Europe, 

can make upon it two meals a day, it is be

caufe they drink in the interval,~ tea, punch, 

and other beverages of the fame tendency, 

which accelerate its digeflion. 

Belldes the experiments I profecuted as to 

the power, more or lefs extenfive , that cer

tain animals have of fubfifting ' without food, 

I engaged in 'ethers as to the impaffibility, [0 

to exp,re[s m yfelf, of certain kinds of infeas, 

an impaffibility by means of which beings, 

the term of whofe \Xiftence is fix months, or 

even lefs, appe<J to have received from na

ture the gift of being indeftruCtible through the 

medium of thofe fenfations commonly called 

painful, which are ordinarily deftruCtive of 

every thing that has life. 

I took 
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I took a large red-winged locufl: of the 

Cape, opened its belly, and, pulling out its 

inteflimes, filled the cavity with cotton; and 

in that flate I fix.ed it to th~ bottom of a box 

with a pin, which palfed through its thorax. 

It remained the're for five months; and at the 

end of this period it ftill moved both its legs 

and its antenna:. 

I trlms.fixeci o~rler locufts in the fame man

ner, without, however, opening their beHies 

as in the former cafe; and, to try if I could 

fiifle them, I put in'to the box in which tItey 

were enclofed camphor and fpirit of turpen. 

tine, and they lived there notwithftanding 

fe¥eral days. 

" If you tear a leg from a fly," fays the phi

lofophical author . of Etudes de fa Nature, " it 

" moves abollt as if it had [uflained no ]o[s. 

" \Vhen deprived of [0 confiderable a mem

"ber, it neither fain ts nOl: is ~onvul[ed; 

" 'emits 
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" emits no cry, nor :!hews any fymptom of 

"pain. Children of a cruel difpofition amuf¢ 

" themfelves with thrufting long ftraws into 

" the anus of thefe infeCts; and, thus im

" paled, they fly into the air, or walk and per

" form their ufual movements, w'ithout feem

" ing to be in the leaft affected by it. Reau

" mur, one day,_ cut off the f1e:!hy and muf

" cular horn of a large caterpillar,which con

~(tinued to feed as, if nothing had happened 

" to it." 

I have fometimes attempted to drown in , 

fpirit of wine certain kinds of infeCts. The 

moO: robuO: carnivorous kind would haye 

been O:if!ed by it in lers than two minutes; 

whereas there in? ts were often alive after an 

immerflon of twenty-four hours. Ir is well 

known that Dr. Franklin recovered flies whiG:h 

he found in rome bottles of wine that had been 

rent to bim from Madeira; and which he had 

kept in hi~ cellar for upwards of fix months. 

Thefe 
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There exp~riments, which were a [ouree of 

. confiderable amufement, occupied my hours of 

leifure, filled up the interval between my two 

journeys, and ferved to moqerate my impa

tience. But at length the defire of again con

templating nature recurred with [0 much 

force, that a refidence at the Cape became in

fupportable, and I began to [hink feriQufly of 

my departure. 

TRA-
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TRAVELS 
INTO THE 

INTERIOR PARTS 
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A F RIC A. 

c bUNTRY OF THE GREATER AND iESS 

N IMIQ.Y AS. 

I Sit down at laft to difcharge my debt. Dif,;; 

ferent as are the circum8:ances under which 

I rerume my pen, the impulfe to write is be

come the more powerful. The beneht of my 

long and wearirome travels {hall not be 10ft. If 
the firft fruits have beel~ devoured by mercilefs 

oppretrors, the misfortune is amply repaid by 
the rpetl:acIe of public liberty. A fufficiently fine 
harveft 8:ill remains to make me anxious of of
fering it to my country; and this portion, at 

VOL. I. B leaft, 
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leaft, of the only pre[ents I am able to beftow,; 
. will neither be debafed by tares nor weeds. In 

the fituation in v:rhich I live, I find the image 

of my early independence. I. have no obfiacles 
to overcome, and no corrupt beings to dea~ 

with, that I may pay to nature the tribute of 

adoration, whien the has a Fight to expect 
from th~ moO: faithf),}l of her lovers . I re
en ter the de[aFts of Africa once more to vifit 

";~ her. I {hall paint her as {he is. She cannot 
bu~t:';)lea[oo at feeing me, when the learns 

the effo~~ that, in this happy portion of the 
earth , have be~n made to revive her wor{hip,. 
and rebu ild her altars. I win {how her her 
por traits. She will not d~[pi{e the dre[s in 
which they will be feen. Can £he be offended 
if, at fo great a clifiance from the.' country 

, where {he :firfi appeared to me without either 
paint or attire, a il ight veil be thrown over her 
charms? or rathe.r has {he not herfelf fixed the 
li mits where ehange of temperature, and greater 
wants imperiou!iy demand a modification of 
her e!fence? Let it then excite no afioni{hment 
if, i~ the re~ation of my adventures, and de
fi rous of preferving my fincerit):', a figh efcape 
~e at the fight ef her firft image. She had my 
whole affeCtionsj lowe to her an account of 

3- ~~ 
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all the fecrets of my heart; and this predilec
tion, which I cannot forego for the remote 
affylum in which I am deftined to take tip my 
refidence by her fide, is an additional homage 

that I render to the people fiiIl worin)" ofprae

tifing her leffons. 
Land of repofe, of ignorance, arid bf felicity; 

land that without toil haft fo long no:uriilieci 
me; ye filent roeks, where I depofited all re
membrance, and all regret of the paft; yeit\, 
thanting folitudes, troubled by no flgn, lihd 

foiled by no tyra~ni; ihould fome F;ehcliman 
thanee to wander tipon yoLir borders, open to 

him your delightful retreats, and rehaer frill' 

more augua the ineftlmable bleffing which 
his exertions have obtained for him! 

I was fcarce!y returned t~ the Cape of Good. 

Hope when my thoughts already turned upon 
another excurfior1; Sixteen months ince,ffantly 
occupied in travelling and hunting, had nei. 
ther cooled my zeal, nor accompliihed my 
willies. The pallion of increafing my know
ledge in natural hiaory became every day more 
imperious, arid feemed to acquire ftrength from 
the multitude of objects I had collected. My 
fatigues were no fooner at an end, than the re
membrance of them ended a1fo. Finding my-

B :z [elf 
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felf in the midil of a town; and :lbOtlt to eng<'l'ge 

in the g-offip of a fociety, for whi-ch I was by 

DO means f0rrned, I could nGlt help cafring be

hind me a longing look. I plunged in idea 

into thofe romant.ic retreats, thofe majefric fo

refl.s, of which I had taken poffeffion without 

difficulty; and could leave without protectors . 

. This ftrange mixture of feeling and mifan

th ropy, the ordinary guide of the aaions of 

..:::my life, abated ,the pleafure of feeing again 

friends vyho were fo dear to me; or in other 

words, the Cape was not tlile place in which it 

would have been moil pleafa.nt to me to have 

enjoyed their Gompany. From this ebb and 

flow of pleafure and uneafinefs refulted a fenti

ment ho lefs fingular. I mean a total indiffer

ence as to the difcoveries I had made, and with 

which it was my plirpofe to enrich the fineft 

and moft extenfive of all the fciences. The 
!5ght and developement of the curious objects 

1 had brought ba(;k with me to the Cape af

forded me b\1t little of heart-felt delight: The 

lramatic intereil was pa:lfed. Thus it is with 

the moil: charmin"g cORcert, which often, when 

the effect is produced, leaves a void ill the 

foul, aud the compofer is coldly employed in 

putting together the different pilns of his mulie .. 

By 
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TIy degrees my fociability returned, aHd I fdt 
an inclination for com pan y; but ·to enjoy alfG 

my trea[ures, I was forced t-0 become a firan

ger to myfelf. 

IR ail my attentiorrs friendIh'lp had the !ir!t 

place. I once more raw, and preired fa my 

heart, the refpetl:able Boers, whofe health had 

occafioned me fuc~ alarm, when I was yet a 
nundred and fifty leagues from the Cap~, and 

encamped on the borders of the. Kriga. ~ 
him was I indebted, from the pains he took to 

get me into his houfe, after my unfortunate dif
after in the bay of Saldanha, for all the fruits 

of fo curious an ~xpedition. He was eager to 

arcertain the ftate of the boxes I had brought 

with me, as he had before emp:loyed tht utrhot1: 

precaution ~n unpacking thofe I had remit,ted 

to him in the courre of my travels. His zeal 

had made him ingenious, and fuggefted means 

of prefervation that ab{olutely afioniilied me. 

To oblige me he had become a natural philofo
pher; :lnd my colletl:ion was not only unim,,

paired by pailing through his dextrous hands, 
but he had cla{fed the different fubjetl:s of 'it 
with great propriety and intelligence. Tbe 
arrangement of this cabinet, when I did not 

~ven krw'vY \vhether it had efcap.ed tb.~ ac.cidents 

B .3 of 



6 TRAVELS I~ 

pf [0 tedious a conveyance, was a fight truly 

. ravilhiqg. I had felt great anxiety refpeCling 
this firlt colleClion. When I called to mind the 

various ways in which it migqt he injured; the 

difiance from which it was rent, the nature of 
the roads, the [lJ.cceffive and continual effect df 
heat and r~in, aqd th~ carele!fnefs, perhaps, ofth~ 
per[ons to whom it pad heen intrufted, I expect

ed to find at beft nothing hut a wreck~ O-IVthe 

~~trary, my anirp.als had g(iined new Jife, and 
feemed to bre<!-the und,er the .eye of their maf

ter. Such cares, ~uch precaution and delicacy? 

~ould not fap to renper at Ian: my FeturI). agree-

able to me. ' 
A vifit to' the Qoxes which had arrivep with 

me comp~eted my fatisfactioQ.. Every thin~ 
they contained was equally brilliant and whole. 

My birds, which amounted to a thoufand and 

eighty, were as frelh as at the momeqt when 

~heywere killed and prepared; my but~erflies re

~ained all their purity~ and there was not an in

fect that had loft fo much as a feeler. On this ac-
" . ' . 
,count the method I employed in packing an4 

~onveyin~ them became additionally dear to 
me. The kind of box that I invented for the 
~u~po(e' h?§ b,~ep. l~efcribed in the firft volume 

.qf my former travels; and experience has {Q 
'.. ..... . fully 
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f ully convinced me of its excellence that I can

n ot too often recommend the ufe of it. 
The news of my return was [oon fpread 

th rough the Cape, a nd a crowd of idlers haflen';' 

ed from every quarter req uefting to fee what 

they called my new "curiouties. Th.e trouble at 
continuaUy op~ning and iliuttiog my boxes dt:!~ 
~ermined me to add this portion 'Of my riches 

to th at which my fri€I;ld had [Q ingeniouay ar~ 

r anged in my ab[cenc.e. I began with claffi"~ -

t he different fpecies 'Of bird~$ n Gt, indeed me

t hodically, bl,lt, in a natural [eries, by pairs, 

m ale and female together" 

Al~oll the whole :of Boers' hQ:ufe was con

verted into a ~abinet of l1atural hillary, and 

t his fort of decoration, C!-t once [plendid and 

n ovel, attw4,~d fQ much company, that one 

might have fuppo[ed it the general place of ren,. 

dezvous of th~ whole town. It was n,ever with- -

out vifitors. Wh;;tt kind of curiofity influenc~d 
t hefe vifitors, and what interell was feIt for 

the arts and fcien~es, by a people wholly en,.. 

g rolfed by mercantile fpeculations.. lJl!lY be 

j udged from the circumfi~nce, .that the objeCts 

which afforded them the gre,!-~ea 4e.1ig ht w:ere 

frequently thofe belonging to the cantons 

~ea):efi the town, and that tb.!!r~ WjlS not an in-

B 4- l;!abitan 
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habitant orthe Cape, whQ, even in his moft or-
. dinary walks, might not obferve fubje& of 
patnral hiftory, extremely valuable to any but 
an African. How is i~ when nature, at every 
fiep produces a miracle :under our feet, that 
men can be fo indifferent to her 'jNorihip, and 

that the love qf gold can compenfate the plea

fure which the difcovery of one only of her fe

erets is capable of afford~ng ? 
~ . Among thefe inquifitive perfonages there 

were many, however, "vhore deportment in 
fome degree flattered my fenfibility. At fight 
of the rareties which I had brought fo far, ~ 

remarked a much lefs. intereft for the fruit of , " 

my travels than. for the traveller himfelf. They 
could hardly conceive the poffibility of my hav
ing efcaped the numerous perils which had be-:
fo re been exaggerated to -!pe; and if, like 

Ulyifes, my fa~:nily had refided at the Cape, 
the report of my death would 'have given me 
Ipore than one fuitor to contend with, and 
lPore than one Eumeus to feduce. 

A frill greaternumber regarding my labours as 
futile and unproduCtive, were continually teaz
ipg me with the queftion, " . Well, what gold 
mine have you found?" Gold was the idol of 

fllefe !Den, and a fiflgle grain of this omnipo:" 
tent 
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.tent metal would have produced more effe~ 

upon them than the mof!: humane and generous 

.fentiments. Every expedition that brought fiG 

gold with it, was, in their eftimatioD, fo m uch 

time wretchedly mifpent. This pallion for 

gold is the chain that links together the/cat

terecl Dutch. I remember, that in my , early 

youth, when my father took me with him to a 

dif!:ance from the colony, and we brought -back 

with us, to Paramaribo, fome curiousobj eC1:s fr.\-
.the embeIliiliment of his cabinet, the in~habi
,tant3 never failed ~o a:fk why inf!:ead of thefe 

things we had not brought gold. 

But let me not forget that I found among 

the crowd fome enlightened amateurs, whofe 

fuffrage-were a counterbalance to thefe repeated 

mortifications, and by whom my labours were 

in a manner appreciated and felt. 

In the number of thefe judges I ought parti
cularly to ' diftinguiih Colonel Gordon. - r-re 

had traverfed, like myfelf, fome of the [outhem 

countries of Africa. To many of the literati 

of Europe his obfervations are known. Should 

he read this account, he will find in it the pledge 

of an efteem that is without bounds. May it 

induce him to ~xtend his reputation by pub

filhing his difcoverie~ He Owes tq Europe 

an 
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an account of {uch complete re[earches, and 
which relate, to [0 interefting a part of Africa. 
They are the property of the fcience, which 
would then no longer remain buried in obli
VIOn. The Colonel was frequently delighted 
with,the many and various fpecies I had collea., 
ed, and he hefitated not to acknowledge that 
the majority' of them were perfeaIy new to 
him. ' 

·~t is true, that, bound to fociety by no tie that 
interfered with, or controuled my favourite 

purfuits, abfolute mafter of my time, and dif
engaged from every affeaion but that of the 
.chace, I gave myfelf up to its exercife like a 
true favage. A favage indeed has no induce
ment but want; whereas I often affixed to the 
conqueft of a fingle objea whofe exiftence I 
had difcovered, a price that no watchings and 
no fatigue could counterpoife. Whenever, al., 
lured by the cry, or other token of fome new 
bird, the ordinary tneans were infufficient, I 
fet my invention to work that it might not 
efcape, and if it were n~ce{fary to fpend a 

whole month -in purfuing, or rather in waiting 
for my prey, I immediately pitched my tent, 
and never quitte~ the rlace till I had ob

~~~ned it: 
It 
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It is to this unbending perfeveriwce 1 ~ow€ 
the advantages of po ffeffing almo!Levery {pecies 

. of bird belonging to that part of Africa over 
which I travelled. I ufe the word almoR, be
cauCe there are ,certainly events that exceed th~ 
limits of our power. Who does not know, for 
inftao<:e, how much the changes of feaCon are 
q lculated to drive from the hunter, or bring 

within his reach, fpecies of birds, which he can 
then derive only from cbance? It is thus wi."', 
birds of pa!fage. In countries fubjea to heavy 
rains, to long droughts, or confiderable varie.,. . 
ties of atmofph.ere, [uch birds no doubt come 
,and go much oftener than in Europe; where 
,we experience no alternative but that of heat 

,and cold; and no fportfman, however dextrous, 
,ought t,o exp~a any thing more than to obtain 
;L colleaion that fllall bear fom~ degree of pro
portion to the variety of fpecie~ : to difcover all 
that exift of this ki[ld, the life of man would 
,be infufficient. 

My days were ufeful1y and al~oft wholly- ~ 
pccupied in claffing my treafures, keeping my 
cabinet in order, and thinkiBg lIpon the means 
of fuppl ying its deficieilces, in order to form a 
complete fyftem, that {bould one day, under 

~he infirmities of age, confole me for the inca-

pacity-
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pacity of frudying the elements at their fotIree, 

and deprive me of regret at the l"CcolleCtion of 

a difcipline that cannot be commenced again 

but by a recommencement of life. I promifed 

l~yfelfin idea greater pleafnre from my fecond, 

than I had enjoyed in my firfl travels. The 
compafs of experience would now be my guide 

and enable me tofurmount the mofttremenclous 

obfiacles. How far our foreught can extend, and 

~ow near a fecond fJrecipice frequently is to 

-that which we have efcaped, ,,,,ill be [een in the 

fequeI. 

I had in a manner prepared all that was ne~ 

ceiIary for my expedition: but the moment of 

my departure from the Cape did not advance [0 

rapidly as .I wiibed. A perfon whom I had 

looked for with the mo(l: tormenting impa

tience, whom I had not feen fince my return, 

and without whom I could promife myfelf nei

ther p Jeafure or {afety, was abfent. This was 

no other than Klaas, who at lafl fudden1y pre

rented himfelfbefore me. There was then at 

tbe hou[e of the fifcal, a [elect, but nllmerOllS 

.party of friends. Klaas enjoyed, wherever he 

went, no inconfiderab!e Hlare of reputation. 

The affociate of my travels, and entrufied by 

J:i).e more p3rti~ula:rly thq,n the reft with the exe .. 

cutioll 
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cution of my plans, I could not be too lavifu . 

in my praifes of this my faithful privy-coun

fell or. His fudJen arrival excited in the hou[e 

. of Boers the moft lively curiofity. No~bing 

was thought of but my friend, and, as he en- \ 

tered, everyone fpontaneoufly rofe from his I 

feat. I had ovved every thing to his attachment 

and fidelity, and he inftaDtly received t~0:i

monie3 of efteem th:tt were a fort ofcompenfa\ 

tiOD . . The fifcal drew his purfe and made hi',1\ 

a conflderable prefent; an example that was 

followed by the whole company. Stupified 
with afl:onifhment, Klaas looked at the wealth 

that was thus fhowered upon him, and thought 

himfelf as rich as the governor himfelf. 

p:-- fingle thought, however, with which ' his 

mind laboured, foon abforbed every fentiment 

that arofe from this unexpected reception. 

Upon entering, he had ' advanced towards me 

to teltify his joy, but his emotion was fo great 
as to deprive him of utterante. He alfo had 

a prdent to make. With half-opened mouth, 
and eyes brimful of tears, he held out a packet 

to me, confifting of a box or two, upon which 

he appeared to fix an ,extraordinary value. I 
played a little with his agitation, which in
creafed the filence of thore who were fnectators .. 

of 
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of the [cene. At hft I relieved him from his e'm': 
barraffrnent, or he would otherwife, I believe, 
have remained all night in the fame attitude. _ 
" VV ell,'~ [aid I, "for whom are th€fe boxes ?'; 
"For you, for, you!" faid he. "They are 
" full of thofe animals of which you are fo fond. 
" If I have been t4rdy in returning, it was only 
" that I might not come empty-handed, and 

[' without bringing with me fometbing to 

"Q',prove that I had not f0rgott~n _yoil. I am 
~ ' afraid, however, that the birds are neither [0 

" beautiful nor [0 rare, as thofe which we have 
,~' killed in our excurfion." 

J udge of my aftoniiliment and joy, when, 
upon opening the boxes, I p@rceived a well-ar~ 
ranged colleCtion of hand fame infeCts, with [orne' 

/ birds yery expertly {kinned, and agreeably to the' 
method which. he had feen me [0 often praCtice 
in the de[arts. I freely confefs that no tefti
mony of favour or efteem has ever filled my I 

heart with [0 pure a09 delicious a fentiment as 
this frank and artlefs proceeding on the part of 
my Hottentot, and the knowledge, that dur..: 
ing oUr feparaci6n, which had by nb meanS' 
been iliort, his thoughts had been employed 
folely upon me. Worthy and excellent na .. 
tion! ye wits of EuropeJ mat€h me if you 

ca~; 
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can, with All your i!Jgenious delicacy and fub .. 

lime ideas of generofity, a trait of friendihip 
and feeling, fi,mple and genuine as this. My 
dear Klaas, how often, invited to the hou-fes of 

perfonages of rank, complimented by fome. 

care{[ed by others, diftinguifhed by all, how 

often, in the miMI: ot flattering favours and 

brilliant promifes, have I opened your box of 
infeCts, and thanked you for the fhort, but del, 
licious infl:ants of pleafure, which formerly diA 1 

verfified the tedious hours, when my lingle reu 

[ouree was to difplay to you my knowledge~ 

and unwillingly to entrap your applaufe ! 
Klaas did not fray long afJer he had deliver

ed his prefent. The treafure he had received be4 

gan to embarrafs him. He thought of the ,wife I 
had given him, into whofe hands he was eager 
to depofit his wealth. ' Having firfl: learned 

from hil~,# that the ,other companions of my 
travels, fcattered here and there in the vicinity 

of his horde, were tranquil and happy, my cat4 
tIe in good condition, my waggons and furni~ 

ture under cover and fecure, and my whole ca
ravan ready to attend me at ,a moments fum

mons, r embraced my faithful' coadjutor aud 
fuffered him to depart. 

T4is unex.pected vifit 011 the part of Klaas. 

brought 
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· , brought to my recolleCtion another companio'H 

of my travels; a good friend, a faithful fervant, 
extremely cunning, fruitful in expedients in 
times of emergen<;y, and by whom I had more' 
than once b€en elftricated from embarraifments. 
The whole company were defirous Of feeing 
him, and we walked towards hIS houCe as if to 
inform hhri that I was on the point of fetting 
{)ff. There was a [ott of playful contention 

~ , Lwho fhould be the firft to tell him the ~ews. 
The reader will percei,'e that I am fpeaking 
of my ape. There could be no fellivity unlefS' 
he was of the party. Boers and myfelf were 
accuftomed to vifit him evety day after dinner. 
and to take with us fome of our ddfert. Na
turally gentle and careffing, he was free from . 
. the faults of his {pedes, and had rather imbibed 
thofe of his mailer. He feemed aifo to have 
acquired rome virtues, for he was fenllble to 
kindnefs and civilities, and always eager to re

,pay them. I knew but one pedan 'whom he 
would not fuffer to i,troke him; and to him he 
bore a moil extraordinary enmity. This wag 
an officer of the Pondicheny regiment, who 
lodged like myfelf in the houfe of the fifcal, 
and who, to try the affection of my ape, pre
tended one day to ihike .me. At this fuppofed 

iII 
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ill treatment Kees was in a terrible rage; and 

from that moment ~ook a diflike to the officer.; 

At whatever difian ce he perceived him ap~ 

proaching, his . cries and gefiures fufficien tly . 

denote~ the ddire he felt of avenging me. He 
grinded his teeth and made the mofi painful 

elforts to dart upon him. In vain had the of

fender frequently attempted, by the offet of 

dainties, to foften his anger. Refentment had 
left a profound ilatred in the fout of Kees,l 

which it required a long time to efface. 

The impotence of his exertions,. to wipe 

away the fiain which my honour had fuffered 

by the affwl1t, denote8 that th~ unfortuna..te 

animal was chained, It was the fear of lofing 

him that induced me to adopt fo degrading a 

meafure. His fame had gained him [uch nu'" 

merous friend>;, that, if he efGaped from the 

houfe, he was fure to be (tolen, e~ther by the 

failors who would have ~onveyed him on 

board, or by the inhabitants of the Cape, wh~ 
woul'd have fecreted him till I was gone, or 
even by the flaves who would have roafh;:d and 
eaten him. 

Poor Kees appeared to ilave a meiancholy 

renre of his flavery . . Boers, indeed, had pro

vided him with a very handfome kennel; but 

VOL. I. C 1S 
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is there any enjoyment without r.iberty ~ My 
ape, beGdes, potidf@d a degree of m<?ral per

ception, which rendered his Gtuation more 
painful th;g it would have been to a vulgar'" 

ape. The JPoment he faw me, he £ew the 
whole length of his chain to meet m€; and it 

• was me in particular that he feemed to upbraid 

with ingratitude for his captivity. The period 

t of rendering him happy ev€ry day drew nearer ; 
1 hardeNed myfelf againit his importunities, 
for I loved him too well to give him a·n impru

dent teltimo~y of l~y affeCtion. 
In reality, I {bould have had every thing to, 

fear if I had had the weaknefs to have yielded 

to pity. He might have ~rcaped of his own· 

accord .. A feJ;lt iment {hl.J {honger than fr iend

fhip might every infial'lt have aLlured him a.

way. , It is no t ·with the ape as with other do-

. meflic anima1s, whom infiinCt attaches to the 

foil where they have been brought up, and; 

who always retu rn to it; whether, like the dog" 
they have greater fondnef.q for the mafier than 

-the houfe; or, like the cat, more,attachment to 

the houfe than the mafier. The ape, on the 

contrary, indocile and refraaory, incapahle of 
la iling remembrance either of the one · or of 

the other, retains a propenGty to independenct;, 

3 which 
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which the mildeft education, or the t~ndereft 
treatment cannot correa. Befides, refembling 

in fome degree man, in the formation ..and \lfe 
of his members, he is like him alfo in the fa
culty of propagating at all times- his fpecies ; 

and the reverfe, ther~fore, of other animals, 
who, in this refpea, are in a fiate of virtual in

capacity, except in the 6xed and periodical fea

fons which nature has affigned them. Kees 
had fiill his virginity, and h~d never known '1 
pleafure. The' flight eft [park would have fet 
him on fire; an inftant was [ufficient to cOn
vert him into a libertine; and if, with all the 

indifcretion and vivacity of youth, he had once 

lufted after a female, his mafter would foon 
have been forgotten; he would have fol

lowed her into the depth of the woods, and ' 
would never more have returned. Extremely . 
fond of Kees, and unable to prevail on myfelf 

to lofe him, I ufed my power as a defpot, and 
chained him up that I Inight dirpofe of hiin as 
1 liked. 

The reader will forgive thefe details. They 
are interefting to a traveller like myfelf, who 
has no brilliant exploits to relate, and no 

wildernefs of invention in which to lofe him. 
felf. 

C z . Every 
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Every day I became more occupied with the 
excurfion I had in view. This neW enterprife 

;required numerous preparations. I flattered 

myfelf that in a few days they would all be 

completed. The fatigues of my former expe

dition were as {lerfealy diffipated as if it 
had been undertaken ten years ago. At length 

I was ready to depart. 

r' U nfqrtunately it was the drieO: feafon of the 
year. Such of the inhabitants to whom I qad 

communicated my projeas, and who were' 

moft interefted in my welfare, notwithftanding 

. the deGre they felt that I !bould complete my 
difcoveries, wen~ continually urging me to 
wait for a more favourable period. The wea

ther, they faid, was inaufpicious and unfeafon

able. As if the weather and feafons which pre

vailed at the Cape, and in ~he neighbourhood 

of the fea; muO: neceifarily be the fame at the 
diftance of fome hundreds of leagues in the in

terior of Africa. I had already forne experi

ence upon the fubjea; but I was weak enough 

to yield to the perfuafions of thefe ov~r-timid 
friends. Another project inftantaneoul1y oc

curred to my mind. I accordingly deferred 

my departure till the feafon arrived that was. 

reprefented as fayourabl~,. It will hereafter be 

feen 
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feen how fatal was this procrafiination, and to 

\!II bat calamities it expofed 'both my people and 

me. 
I had r.efolved to withdraw myfelf from the 

Cape. The circumftance by which I had been 

induced to adjourn my grand expedition, was / -

an additio,nal ljIlo,tive with me:: to ,undertake an 
excurfion in .the e.tlv.i,r,OQS of th.e tow·n. 'It would 
il.t .Iea·ft be food to my impatience; and I ihoul~ 
find in this re[ource, the only one that off"ere4') 
itfelf amidft the eternal w.eari[OIp~nefs with 
which 1 was befet, [or,ne .c,omp.enf~tiofl for the 

delay which the fea.[on had impoted upon 
me. I 'haclleamt, in the {hart .c.onverfation I 

had had with Klaas, tJ).at the twp Ho.t,tentpts 
to whom I had .co.mmitted the care of my oxen, 

and the equipage ,of my ca,r,av,an, w,ai-tin.g the 
figJJ.al for ,a fecond expe.dition, had .cenduEl:ed 
my c:little tothe ]!lailures of Gro.ene-kloof, and 

that my goats, agI;eeable to my ~ireaions, had 
remained in ,swart-land, under the eye of my 

iriend Slaber, who, un).form in his zeal to ferve 
me, had taken charge of them. 

What reproaches did I not caft .upoo myfelf 
for having negleCt:-ed, fince my return to the 
.Cape, this worthy and refpectable friend 1 By 

.what bufin,efs, what neceffity, what laws of de,-

- C J tCOrUID, 



TRAVELS IN 

corum, what infatuation of good company, had 

I been fo long prevented the paying rim a .vi

fit? 'Afhere could I taae a more pure and ge
nuine plea[ure thtln under the roof of this ho

nea ,planter, who, after my misfortune at Sal

danha bay, when I had 10ft 'every thing I pof
felfed, and was wandering in a ftrange land, 

without 'afylum, without money, without 
(;'lends, without any kind of refource, Laved me 

at once from linking in defpair? The recollec

tion of this virtuous African occauoned me the -

moa poignant regret. I fl ew to his habitation, 
which received for the third time one of his 

deareft .chiJaren. The cardfes of this charm

ing fa~ily were beftowed on me in profufiQn. 

l~rom the furprife and joy they ex.hibited, and ' 

the fudden diforder that prevailed in the houfe, 
one might have fuppofed it to be the celebra

tion of an ancient fefiival , or the return of fome 

importan\t perfonage from an illuarious expe
dition. N~tbing was thought qf but how tQ 

render my abode agreeable to me. The parties 
of pleafure that were mofi within their re,ad]. 
and my own , were parties of hunting. They 
contrived fuch as were particularly amufing. 
A fober and tranquil excurfion now and then 
interrupte~ the labour of this more fatiguing 

employment. 
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.emp10yn1en-t. The amiable daughters of Sla

ber were the directors of thefe excurfioqs, and 

ther:e was a fineife and a &race in their cou- . 

trivances for this purpofe, that one could. 

fcarcely have expected frDm women foremote 

from the cHfioms an<d coqliletryof El!rope. 

For -example, they imagined they .could not 

preCent to the regarcls of their impatient. and hu

mourous gue(ts, a fpectacle better calculatep ~" 

prolong his vifit than that , of his own horfes 

browfing in the fields nea~ their habitation. 

They led me; without my having the leaft: 

{ufpicion of the matter, to an agreeable afcent, 

where I found my little ftock in the l~oih:n. 
viable fl:ate Qf felicity and fatnefs. They Wer€! 

indebted for their profperity to the perfonal at

tentions of my fair friends. We c'ame nearer, 

and a new fubject prefented it[elf to my fur

prife. M~ny of my female goats had yean ed, 

and brought me fo many kids. No J;Ilan who 

has not been in the fame fituation can feel 

what I felt at this time. My animals were 

the only pofTeffiolls that had never occaGoned 

me regret, mortification, or uneafinefs. The 

benefit I had dd"ived from my goats in my firft 
journey, a£fured me of the (till renewed and 

:;lnd more conGderable benefits I lhould now 

C 4 RCciv~ 
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l'eceive. It is with pleafure I dwell upon thi5 

incident. May fUture traveJlers derive infiruc

tion from it; for, however ingenious may be 

their precautions ,in other refpe8:s, they muft 
e'xpec1: to fuffer amidft the defarts of Africa, if 
they dq not provide themfelves with mcen as 

frienqs, and young goats as play-fellows . 

It was '!-t lail: neceifary to tear myfelf from 

ttii~ incompar~ble family, whom I prcrriifed 

more thaI} onc~ to call upon, in the courfe of 

p1Y rambles round rhe Cape. I kept my word •. 

This tranquil and augufthabitatiem, indeed, like 
;tn irrefiftible loadftone, often attracted me at a 

conuderable diftanc€, and I experienced no 

fubject 9f pleafure that I did not haften to de
pout in th'e bofom of the ceIef1:i<j.l fociety that 

Occt.) pied it. _ 
I have fomewhere f'aid; that one of the men 

who were moft. attached to me, and from 

:whom I had derived the greateft fervices in 

periods of danger, was old Swanapoel. I 

~ad difpatched one of his comrades to requeft 
him to come to me at the Cape. He haftened 

thither im mediately. ,I con!id~red it as parti

cularly fncumbent upon me to ~ecompenfe his 
fidelity; and in telling him that we were to 
p,erart ~ppether upon a fecond expedition, I 

gavy 
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gave him,a proof of my friendihip thatwa: 

by no means trivial. 
An unfortunate event had formerly taken 

place, that had nearly coft him his life. In 
the heat of a quarrei, and fr9m a fud'den 
impulfe of anger, he had ft:ruck a Hottentot 
woman, who ' had died in confequel)ce 'of 

the blow. ' The circumftance having been re· 
prefented, in an unfavourable light, to tue 
juftice of the canton, who had no g~eat 

kindneD; for him, poor Swanapoel was fen
tenced to be baniihed, for the reft of his days, 
to Roben ifland. He had already reuded 
there feveral years, ' when the declaration of 
war between England and Holland cau[ed the 
Wand to be evacuated, and the convicts to be 
conveyed on board the company's {hips. It 
was at this period that I entered upon my £1rfi _ 
travels. I have fufliciently fpoken of him in 
the courfe of my narrative; and fo honefUy 
did he difcharge the offices, I appointed him, 
that I confide red his crime, which was known 
to me, as having long be~n expiated. My 
friend, the £1 [cal , who had enquired into the 
particulars of the old man's ftory, did not 

\'Vait for my report of his chan\~er to do ,him 

[orp" 
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fome degree of jufiice. Softening, on my 
,account, the laws of which he was the ioter-

' preter, he granted me, before I had time to 

;requefr it, SwanapoeJ's liberty, a~ Jong as I 
'iliould have need of his ~rvices during my 
abode in Af'riq.. I promifed on my return to 
,apply to the governm.ent in his behalf: but 
fOOD after, by an impulfe of generoGty that I 
p)"uld hardly expett, Boers fet hirll completely 
at liberty. He did mort: affcttted even to 
te'ars by the account I gave him of this man's 
conduCt, he was defirous of recompenfing his 
fidelity to me by a prefent, which he after
wards made him, of a complete fet of traveling 

• - accoutremeuts, and by an order that he {bouIn 

receive arr~ars of, pay fo):, the whole time 
that he had been with me. S)lch '",ere the 
dylicate and provident attentions by which my , 
friends, in emulation of each other, fought 
to encourage my f:eal, by interefiing in my 
.favour, in a thoufand ways, the companions I 
had chofeD to partake of my dangers: and 
thus, by afcribing to me all the merit of , 
aCtions of ' which I was but the objett, did 
they artfully infiill befo rehand in to my Hot
tentots, that {pirit of fubordinat~Qn and obedi.,. 

ence, 
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~ce" without which no traveller in Africa can , 
extend his obfervations beyond the limits of 

the colony. 
To enhance the favour, the fifcal had left 

entirely to me the pleafure of communicating; 

this intelligence, fo ~greeable to the perfo?
whom it particularly concerned. How fweet 
is the recovery of freedom and honour! 

Scarcely had I uttered the words, you are free; 

fcarcely had I begun to relate what my friend 
had done for him, ,than, impelled by gratitude, 
and as if refiored to new life, the old man 
threw himfelf upon my neck, which he 
bathed with his tC'ars. I was ftrongly im
pre {fed and agitated. It feemed as if it were -
I that had been torn from baniiliment and 
reflorecl to fociety. All the evils I had expe
rienced on board the Middleburg were at once 
piClured to my mind. I looked back, through 
a period of two years, to that dlfaflrous mo
ment, when I had rpyfelf flood in need of the 
pity of mankind; a moment fo fatal, that it 
was impoffible for me to fuppofe I iliould 'one 
day have an opportunity of exercifing towards 
another the fame commiferatioo-j at once fQ 

natural and affeCling, as I then experienced. 

When 
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When the emotion of Swanapoel W~ [om~ 

what appeared, and he was capable of attend
ing to me, I told him my projects, and 

promifed he iliould accompany me. In my 

gqmd expedition indeed this was impoffible. 
From its uncertainty and the difficulties that 
might attend_ it, and 'confidering too 'his 

advanced age and the fatigues of our former 
j~urney, I could not think of taking him fo 
far. But the colony ' afforded a n€ld fuf

ficientIy ample for me tD 'be defirous of availing 

myfelf once more of his fervices. 1 ihould 
have been hateful to my own eyes if, .at a 
time when he had fo much rea[on to rejoice., 

and when there yet remained of life a iliort 

interval "(hich he might fpend in tranquilli ty 

and honour in the bofom of his family, I had 
expo[ed him at a diO:ance to the riik of pe.

rilhing. The offer I made him of our tra
verfing the colony together feemed perfectly 
to fatisfy him; or at JeaO: if he felt mortified 
at the idea that I iliou1d take him no farther. 
he was carefl'll to -conceal it, and even after
waras~ in his inrercourfe with my people, not 
;a word of difcontent efcaped his lip~. 

J hav~ ,already ex,Plajned, i.n my former 

narrative •. 
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l)a,rrative, the reafoDs that induced me to ad
here inflexibly to my plan, of keeping at _a 
diftance from the habitations of the colony, 
and of having no intercourfe with the pJaryters. 
Befide the interruptions and inconveniences 
that their vifits would unavoidably occafion, I 
had always a confiderable fpot of ground, a 

fort of eftate, to overlook, which I never 
found in better order than wheI1 we had none: 
of thefe neighbours about us . . It may be 
remembered what caufe I had to repent a 

deviation from this rule at Agter-Bruintje~ 

Hoog~e. Though I had intercourfe with 
thefe planters for four hours only, it fpread 
fuch a fpirit of infubordimition in my camp, 
that it required all my firmnefs to re-efta- 
blilh order and a good underftanding. T~ 

this unlucky circumftance, to thefe firft fruits 
of fo dangerous a . communication, do lowe 
the misfortune of never vifiting the coun
try of Caffraria, a country fo extremely cu~ -
rious, as to merit of itfeif a feparate ex
pedition, and fo interefting, that I fhall 
all my li.fe regret the not having known 

, it. 

In my prefent plan of ttaverfing the colony, 
properly fo called, and fludying the humour 

of 
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of its half favage, 'half poliihed inhabitants, 1 
could not a~oid incurring fuch rilks. I took 
care, hewevet, to a{fociate wirh fuch Hot

tentots only from vvhom I had nothing to fear, 
or whom I could difmifs at my pleafure. This 

- little excurGon became every day more interef!:
ing to ~e. It -was in a man~er the frame 

of the grand picture I was defirous of iketch
ing. ' To have rambled, during my abode at 
the Cape, from habitation to habitation, in, 
the neighbourhood of the town, was little 

iratification to me. I mun: penetrate farther, 
a·nd make the tour of the 'colony at large, to 
procure, if poffible, a topographical plan of 
:it. A radius of forty or fifty leagues would 
be too inGgnificant a: difl::ance to prevent my 
:returning' the moment I defired it; and at 
prefent there feemed to be no plan better cal
eulated to confole me under the mortification 
I felt fro'm the fufpennon of my journey 
,into 'the defart. ' 

It' was in this -littl,e ~nterprife I eng~ged 
Swanapoel. I did fo with the Ids reluctance, 
as I confidered it only as a pleafant journey, 
that would be unaccompanied either with. 
fatigue or' danger. I ,allowed him a day or 
two to enjoy with his friends the liberty that 

, had 
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had been conferred upon' him, and appointed 
his return as the fignal of our departure. He 

was exaQ to his time, and the moment he 

appeared we mounted our horfes. I took with 
me fuch conveniences and fuch preparations 

only as are indifpenfable when the intention is 
to palS lome time)n tile cou ntry. The colo
ny was thoroughly known to Swana[lOd, who 

had advifed me not to incumber myfelf with 
ufelefs luggage, affuring me that I fhould in; 

all cafes find fufEcient opportunities for the 
fl.\pply of my wan,ts, and be every where 
received with the kindeft and moil: liberal 
hofpitality. The praCtice of this admirable 
virtue, which is almoft banifhed from the 
face of the earth, was Gf ufe to me on this 

occaGon; but it would have been fatal to my 
p<,:ople, whom it would have difgufted with 

the fatigues they had to {hare with their chiefs,. 

and infallibly prevented th€m from follow
jog me. 

1 tool~ the route of Hottentot-Holland, in
tending to proceed from thence to every point:' 
of the colony, as far as the Twenty-four Rivers, 

and afterwards to return by way of Swart

land, where I ihould have an opportunity or 

once 
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once mOTe repofing irryfelf tinder the roof of 

lJlY ~orthy friend Slaber.' 
I lhall tmter into .no p'articulars refpeC1ing 

the produC1ions of the different cantons, their' 
flare of cultivation, and other objeCt& of which 

I have already treated. I {hall confine myfelf" 
in the few obfervations I have to make, chiefly 

to the c,haraCter of the inhabitants, and their 
mode of living; di.grefiing only for a moment 
to notice an excellent [pring of hot water 

which the comp.any has converted into a 
bathing place for the fick, and which i~ 

therefore called the hot-baths. It was there 
that Boers, in a flate of defpair, and aban
doned by his phyficians , recovered his 

health. How gladly would I have ereCted 
a temple upon this fpot, which had ' been 

the mea~1s of faving a valuabl e friend whom 
death had fo long perfecuted! I would h<;lve 
furrounded it . with a fence1 and have had 

it deified. In imitation of the c~arming 

and magick ages of mythology, thofe days of 
profound and ingenious fiCtion, when rivulets; 
brooks, and fountains, had ' each their fecreli 
fymbols, and called to mind fome bendi,cent 
deity, I would have off~red to the naiad of 

thefe; 
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thefe waters a l;lOmage that pofterity would 
perhaps have confecrated. 

In viflting Fra~che Hoeck, I did not, as 
before, regard without intereft that race of 

French refugees, formerly perfet::~ted by their 
unjuft country, fhipped, profcrihed, diilionQur
ed as fo many wr~tches unworthy to exift. 
Victims of fanaticifm and intolerance, and 

deftitute of every other refuge, they repaired 
to this miferable folitude, which the pity of 
fome neighbouring governments affigrted 
them; a pity which would have feared to 
have allowed them a refidence too near the 
feat of their original difafter. Banifh'ed from 
France, they have even forgotten the language; 
but they have 'not forgotten their calamity. 
Their cuftoms they have bOHowed from the 

Dutch, their original character being totally 
loft; but they are diftinguiilied, for the mof/; 
part, by the darknefs of their hair, 'which fonns 
a ftriking contraft wit4 the almoft white hair of 
the other inhabitants. It is thus thatinvifibly 
are deftroyed the modifications that the life of 
man recei ves from his government, his educa
tion, and his laws. Every thing is gradually 
annihilated, recompofed, revived; a few tra~ 

VOL. 1. D ditions 
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ditions only remain, as a folitary teftimony 

through fucceffive ages. 

The lot of thefe unhappy fugitives, mar

tyrs of their religion, whatever it be, who 
have forfaken every thing, even the tombs of 
thei r anceilors,. to tranfplant themfelves to the 
extremities of Africa, excited in my breaft
the moft tender commiferation., of which they 
little fufpected the caJJfe. Since my return to 

France, though immenfe oceans feparate us 
from -each other, this intereft has daily in

creafed. Lib~rty would willingly eff~ce the 

very remembrance of fo daftardly a profcrip
tion. The younger children of thefe wretched 
parents will perhaps one day find, in their 

old counry, the enjoyment of all the bleffings 
which the rage of priefts and the fatal COffi

plaifance of a defpot have robbed them of. 
I can no where fo properly relate as here 

the manner in which grants of land were 
formerly made in this fo long uncultivated 
country. and the ufages that ftill take place 

upon the fubject. I coulC! willi the reader to 
be particularly attentive to this account, in 

which he will difcover fomething of the ori

gin of human poifeffions and eftabliihments. 
I 'owe 
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, lowe it to chance, which dire6l:ed my freps 
to the Rooye- Zand, or Red-fand colony. 

Fatigued with the , extreme heat of the 
weather, and defirous of refring myfelf, I 
one day at noon entered an habitation that " 
offere'd itfelf, where it was my intention to 
remain till the cool of the evening, There was 

nobody in the houfe but a young woman, of 
a charming figure, and who appeared to be 
about uxteen years of age. I paid my refpetl:s 
to her, and, agreeably to the cufroms of the 
country, faluted her. My eyes involuntarily 
wandered tound the room. Conceiving that 

my afroniiliment arofe from the circumfrance 
of her being alone, ihe anticipated what ihe 
imagined I was about to fay, by telling me 
that her father and mother were abfent upon 
buuners. Surprired 'they ihould be from 
ho~e in the burning heat of the day, I aiked 
by what accident they had been compelled tQ 
leave her. "\Vhy," faid ilie, "we were 
" told this morning that fomebody had plant-
" ed a baaken (a frake) upon our efrate; and 
" my va rents, alarmed at the intelligence, 
" immediately fet off to enquire upon the 
" fpot into the truth of the report," At a 
10[10 to conceive how a frake driven into the 

D 2 ~rot1nd 
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ground could be at fo' much importaI1ce as to 

oblige thefe planters, contrary to their ufua! 

cuftom, to expofe themfelves to the intenfe 

hea:t of the [un, and even to abandon their 

daughter, I replied v,ery fimply, that if one 

man, pailing by, had planted this flake, the 

next comer would perhaps take it away again, 

and that there was nothing in the circumftance 

[6 extremely urgent. I even offered, if her pa

rents did not fucceed in difcovering it, to pull 

it up myfelf if I pa([ed that way. The buuncfs, 

!he faid, depended neither upon them, upon 

me, nor any other perfon. But her father, 

!he added, would !hortly be at home, who 

would give m€ a more particular hiftory of 

the baaken. Meanwhile {he invited me to take 

[orne refrefhment, and to bear her company. 

Her parents, as fhe' had fuppofed, foon ar

'rived. The father careffed her for detaiaing 

me, and I was loaded with civilities on the 

-part of the mother. vVe fat down to 

table. An unrefhained cheerfulnefs prefided 

at the meal. The melancholy affair that had 

occauoned fuch alarm was arranged, and all 

parties fatisfied. 

I longed for the promifed hiflory of the 

flake. There good' people a're flow in their 

motions, 
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motions and it was not till after many pre·, 
, I 

ambles, in which however I gave myfelf uP . 
o the mofl: charming . difl:ratlions, that my 

hoft began as follows. 
" You mufl: know," faid he, "that, in this 

" country, to fee and to poffefs are nearly 
" the fame thing. \rVhen an inhabitant" of 
" the Cape wants to obtain il fpot of ground
" in the colony, whether for agriculture or 
" for grazing, he traverfes diff€rent cantons, to 
" look out for a fituation that may fuit him. 
" \Vhen be has found it, he fets up what is 
" called a baaken, as much as to fignify to 
" any on~ who may be looking out with a ' 
" fimilar purpofe, that the fpot is already 
"occupied. Then ' he returns to the Cape, 
" and appli\s to the government for a regular 
" permiffion and title. _ This fort of folicita
" tion is feldom ,refufed; but, as the grants of 

" uncultivated ground made by the company 
" are ufually a league fquare, it happens, 
" fometimes from miftake and fometimes from 
" malice, that the baaken has been fet up upon 
" the ground of a former proprietor; orthat 
" in the ~ircumference granted him; of which 
" the baaken is the centre, fame part of ano-

" ther man's land is included. In this cafe. 

D 3 " to 
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" to terminate the difpute, arbitrators are fent 

" for, and a deciGon obtained. If the quef
" tion be not much involved, a compromife 

" is eaGly made; but in many cafes it happens 
"otherwife. Then commences a regular 

" fuit at law, and an eternal fubjeCl: of va
" riance anl hatred ~ between the two parties. 
(, Another misfortune in fuch cafes is, that 

" the original proprietor is rarely at liberty to 
" quit his farm, and to undertake the rna·· 
" nagement of his own caufe, which aifured
" ly he is the perf on to underftand beft. 
" The trial, however, goes on, and · the ad
" vocate, who has f~equently never feen the 

" fpot, acquits himfelf as well as he can. 

" The Judge, who is equally in the dark, 
" gives fent~nce accordingly; and thus your 
" Europeans, who think that no people have 
" unde!fi:anding and rea[on but themfelves, 
" forget that they have not lefs a monopoly 
" of corruption and vice. The fimpleft dif ... 
" putes often terminate in the ruin of fami
" . lies, while nobody gains by them, except 
~, it be the judge, whofe trade thrives upon 
" this fpecies of nourifhment. The planters, 
" on the other hand, whofe condition re
~I ~oves them from the bul1le, fubtlety, and 

o " intrigue 
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" intrigue of large towns, fettle thefe things 

" in the cleareft and moft fagacious rrianner, 
" with no other inftruCtor but good fenfe, 

" and no other guide but reafon." Philofo

pher as my hoft affeCted to be, anq though 

his countenance, which became animated at 

every ilroke of fatire that. efcaped him againft 

the inrlitutions of fociety, was expreffive of 

conGderable energy, candour, and good fen fe, 

I have taken the liberty of abridging his nar

rative, leaving it to the reader's imagination 

to fupply wha.t I have omitted. 
I proceeded on my journey in the evening, 

after receiving a kifs of peace and ,good will 
from the whole family. ' 

From Rooye~Zand I pa{fed into the canton 

of the Twenty-four-Rivers, the molt pleafant 

fpot, beyond difpute, in the Dutch fettle
ment. It derives Its name from the numerous 

ftreams by which it is watered; and hence we 

may judge how produCtive and piCturefque it 

muft be. The -principal canals, alfo, by the 

dr,tins which are judiciouDy cut, convey 

abundance and fertility to all the cultivated 

grounds in the neighbouring farms; and the 

inhabitants exercife conliderable frill in in
creafing or diminiiliing the body of thefe wa-

D 4 ters1 
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ters, fo favourable to their, crops. In no part 

of the colony do the meadows enjoy the fame 

degree of fmiling verdure; the frefhnefs of 

which is fuch, that the fight alone is fufficient, 

iLl this burning climate, to fafcinate the eye 

of the traveller, charm his imagination, and 

actually furpend his fatigues. The canton of 

the Twenty-four-Rivers is the Eden of Africa, 

where we walk through groves of pampelmoes'f,~, 

citrons, and oranges; where the fmell is de

licioufly regaled by the perfume of the flowers, 

and where a flight ihade invites to repofe, to 

thoughtfulnefs, and meditation. Every thing 

round thefe gardens equally tends to fupport 

the delufion of enchantment. The eye ex

tends to a diilance, and beholds a magnificent 

horiLOn. Some riGng hills embellifh anddi

verGfy the plains, which are bounded by 

mountains, the fummits of which are hid 
among the clouds. We find at our feet 

whatever is necelTary to our wants, or that 

conilitutes the enjoyment and luxury of life. 

The ,attraction of this fpot is fo great, that 

we cannot help wi{hing we could build an ha-

"* A f pecies of citron that bears in the W ell:~India 
Illands the name of !haddock: th e fruit is larger than the 

prange, of a redder pulp, and a bitteri!h flavour. T. 

bitation 
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bitation and refide there for ever. " The houfes 
are clofer together, and are gradually increaf
ing ; fo that I fhould not wonder if they were 
{hortly to exhibit the fpeCtacle of a . fecon~ 

town in the colony, and the valley of the 

Twenty - four - Rivers bet:orne at Jaft the 
richeft and moft populous country in the en

virons of the Cape. 
1 have faid, . that it was my intention to 

return by way of Swart-Land to the Cape, and 
fpend a few days with my good friends, or 
rather, as I may call them, my good rela

tions, the Slabers. Among the diverGotts in 

which we were accuftomed to engage together. 

there was one that, at the time it was propof
ed, and even after I had made the experiment, 

fingularly aftonifhed me. They had promifed 
to procure me fome birds, which were not in 

my colleCtion, and which were unknown to 

me. Whenever a novelty of this kind was 
the queftion, I was always prepared the in{lant 
it W>1S fiarted. Accorciingly I took ul? my 
fowling-pi'ece, and was ready to be gone. 
" Stop," faid they, "leave if you pleaJe 
" your fire-arms, which will only incom

" mode us. The chace to which we invite 
" you is of a new kind; having never feen 
~, it, you will make but a forry figure. Follow 

" us 
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" us then, and be fatisfied for once with being . 
" an humbl,e fpectator." 

My gu~de yoked his oxen, and we fet off; 

he with a long and enormous whip, which 
the planters make ufe of, and which I have 

already d~fcribed; I with nothing but a fiick, 
/ 

which ferved me as a cane. Arrived at the 

fcene of action, he took his plough, and 
began to trace out a furrow. The !lew earth 
no fooner appeared, than I fa w a vafl: quantity 

. of very fmall birds flock. together from every 
fide, anp. almofi alight upon the plough-fhare, 
which they eagerly followed. Of what could 
thefe birds be in purfuit, that neither the 
infl:rument which was in motion, nor the 
man who dire8:ed it, could terrify them? 
Alas! they darted to tbe ground to devour 

creatures animate like themfelves, the maggots, 
worms, aqd infects which the plough expofed 

to their view. So unexpeCled a fight was al
mofi perfe~ ecflacy. It had one alloy, however. 
Empty-handed and without weapons, I was 
obliged paffively to contemplate thefe devourers 
of infetts, without be!ng able to fecure one of 
them. Thefe , birds were killing animals 
weaker than themfel ves; I was defirous of 
killing the birds; while perhaps behind me 
was fome more fer.ocious beafl longing to treat 

me 
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me with the fame kindne(~. 'Without the 

iligbteft preamble, Slaher c~olly aiked me 
which of the birds 1 fhould like to have; I 

ventured to point one Oll t, though I had no 

doubt he ",;as laugh ing at me. Immeci iately, 

f1ouri{hing his enormous whip, he brought to 
the ground with a fingle ihoke the very fame 
bird. In twenty inihnces that I put his ~iIl 
to the proof, he never once miffed his aim. 

This dexterity of the whip, indeed, is an 

acquirement general among the planters; but 

Slaber was an adept in the exercife, whom I 

never faw furpaifed. It forms an article in the 

educatioG of their youth, and is in my opinion 

of more worth than the imbecil fports of our 

fchools and colleges. I {hall return again to 
this fubj ect hereafter, thinking it entitled to a 

minuter inveftigation. 
There are fame cantons, meanwhile, in 

which this art is much lefs practifed than in 
others. All the planters have neither the fame 
occupations nor the fame ufages. They ' lead, 
indeed, for the moil part, a life Gmple and, uni

form; there are points of contact and habits 
of refemblance that apply to them all; on the 

other hilnd, they differ according to their ori
gin; and though the monotony of their life ex-

tends 
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tends over the whole furface of the colony, and 
they, in confequence, exhibit at firfl: fight to 

the traveller no difcriminate features, there are 

neverthe1efs !hades that deferve to be poi~ted 
out, and which may ferve the better to make 
known the character of this as yet new nation. 

The planters of the Cape may be divided 
iuto three claffes; thofe who refide in the vi
cinity of the Cape, within a diftance of five Ol' 

fix leagues; thofe who live farther off in the 

interior parts of the colony; and, lamy, thofe 
who, more difl:ant fl:ill, are found at the ex
tremity of the frontiers among the Hottentots. 

The firft, who are opulent proprietors, and 
have handfome country-haufes, may be likened 
to what was formerly called in France petits 

feigneurs terriers, and differ extremely from 
the other planters in eafe and luxury, and par
ticularly in their manners, which are haughty 
and difdainful. Such is the refult of wealth. 
The fecand, fimple, kind, -hofpitable, are cul

tivators, who live upon the fruits of their la
bour. Here we have an example of the good 
effects of mediocrity. The laft, poor enough, 
yet too indolent to derive fubfiftance from the 
foil, have no other refource than the produce 

of fame cattle, which they feed as they can. 
Like 
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Like the Beduin Arabs,- they think much of 

the troub ~ e of driving them from canton to 
canton, and from one paflurage to another. 
This wandering life prevents them from build

ing any fettled habitations. When their flock~ 
oblige them to foj ourn f-Or a while in the fame 
place, they confiruCt, in hafie, a rude kind of 
hut, which they cover · with matts, after the 

manner of the Hottentots, whofe cufloms they 
have adopted, and from whom they in no re
fpeCt differ, but in their complexion and fea
tures. And here the evil is, that there is no 
precife fituation in focial life to which thefe 
miferable beings belong. 

Thefe iluggiili' tribes are held in horror by 
their induflrious neighbours, who dread their 
approach, and remove as far from them as 
they can; becaufe, having no property of their 
own, they fieal without fcruple that of others, 
and, when in want of pafiurage for their cattle, 
conduct them fecretly to the firfi cultivated 
piece of ground that comes in their way. They 
flatter themfelves they !hall not be difcovered, 
and they remain till every thing is devoured. 
If detected in their thefts, fquabbles "and con
tentions enfue, and afterwards a fuit at law, in 

which, recourfe is had to the magiftrate (droJ-

jart), 
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fort), and which commonly terminates in mak", 

ing three men enemies, the robber, the perfori 

robbed, and the judge. 

Nothi ng can be fo mean and cringing as the 

condua of the tirre defcription of planters, when 

they have any thing to tranfaa with the prin

cipal officers of the company, who may have 

fome influence over their lot; and nothing fo 

abfurdly vain and fa fuperlatively tnfolent as 
their behaviour to perfons from whom they 
have nothing to hope and nothing to fear. 
Proud of their wealth, fpoiled-by reuding near 

a town, from whence they have imbibed only 

a luxury that has corrupted,-and vices that have 

degraded them, it is particularly towards {han

gers th at they exercife their furly and piti

fu l arrogance. Though neighbours to the 
pl~nters who i.nhabit the interior of the coun
try, you mufl not fuppofe they regard them as 
brethren; on the contrary, in the true [pirit of 
contempt, they have given them the name ot 
Rauw-boer, a wOlid anfwering to the lowell: 

defcripti.on of clown. Accordingly, when 

thefe honeft cultivators (;ome to the town upon 

any kind of bufinefs, they never flop by the 
way at the hcrufes of the gentry I am fpeaking 
of; they know too well the infulting manner 

in 
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in wh:ch they woiJld be received. One might 
fuppofe them to be two inimical nations, always 
at war, and of whom fome individuals only 
met at diftant intervals, upon bufinefs that re
lated to tbeir mutual interefts. ' 

What difgufts me the more in the infolence 
of thefe Africans is, that the majority of them 
are defcencled from that corrupt race of men, 
taken from prifons and hofpitals, whom the 
Dutch company; deurous of forming a f~ttle
ment at the Cape, fent tl;1ither to begin, at their 
ri£k and peril, the populatiop of the country. 
This ibameful emigration, of which the period 

is not fo remote but that many circumftances 
of it are remembered, pught, I conceive, t(} 

render particularly modeft thofe who are in 

the moft diftant manner related to it. On the 
contrary, it is this very idea that mof\: contri
butes to their arrogance; as if they flattered 
themfelves that, under, the guife of fupercilious 
manners, they could hide the abjectnefs of their 
ongll1. If a ftranger arrives at the Cape with 
the defign of remaining and fettling there, they 
conceive him to be driven from his country 
by the fame wretched circumftances which for
merly bani[hep their fathers, and they treat 

him with the moft fovereign contempt. 

This 
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This melancholy failing is the more to' be 

famented, as the cantagian has fpread thraugh 
almafi every refidence abaut the Cape, which 

is in reality ~ very charming cantan. Embel

lifhed by cultivation, by its numeraus vine
yards and plectfant cauntry-haufes, it every 
wh.ere exhibits fa varied and deliciaus a pra

fpdt, tnat, _ were it occupied by other inhabit

ants, it wbuld excite nO' fenfatians but thofe 
of pleafure. 

I myfelf even, whom no intetefied motives 

had brought to the Cape, whO' had nathing to' 
aik. of them, and who had come into Africa 
for the fole purpofe of fiudying nature, was 
e>nc~ fubjeB:ed to the impertinence of their re
ceptions, and learned from experience of what 
it confifl._ed. The adventure is pleafant : I have 

often laughed at it with Boers, and !hall di
gre[s for a moment to relate it. 

One day my friend took me to fee the fa
mous v'ineyard of Confiantia, and introduced 
lne to the proprietor. \Ve were received by 

him, not only with the fame attention and re

fpettful manner that all the inhabitants of the 
colony D'lowed towards its pri ncipal magifl:rates, 
but he was eager to lead us over the immenfe 
cellars, fa wide that the heaviefl: waggon might 

turn 
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turn round in them, arid to £how us the enor

mous cafks, with hoops of braes extre mely 

bright, and the age of the wi.ne marked upou 

each cafk, with legal atteftations. 

The name of this man was Cloete. When 

bufinefs of any kind called him . to the town, 

which was frequent, he feldom failed to pay 
his court to the fifcal, and in the courfe of t hefe 

vifits he pretended to be extremely defirous of 

feei.ng fue again at his houfe, at Conftantia. 

Finding little at traclion in the beautY' of a ceI~ 

lar, or a cafk, 1 had always excufed myfel£ 

But one day he was fo urgent in his entreaties, 

and propofed, in [0 obliging a manner, a hunr, 

in which his fons were to accompany m e, and 

which promifed confiderable amufement, with~ 

out requiring either prep:"rations or expence, 

that 1 fuffered myfel f to be prevailed upon, and 

fixed a day with him. 

I kept my wordo) and repaired to Confl:anti~ 

at the appointed time, in company with 

Larcher, one of Boen' s friends... Upon enter~ 

ing the habitation of our hoft, how great was 

our furprirc at the parade of oftentatious gran

deur, and th e air of fl:ately fuperiority, with 

which we were received, and which formed a 

VOL. 1. E fingular 
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fingulat contrafi ~ith the humble and fubmi;;' 

five demeariour I had ebferved in him at the 

fifcal's. Once returned to his domains, and 

finding himfelf more at his eaf@, this petty po

tentate forgot, in a moment, both the town and 

his fuperiors. 

"':rVe confidered this reception as an infult. 

In the ~rfi emotiolls of difpleafurc-, I he:itared 

whether to fiay or go j and confulting the loob 

of my companion~ whofe eyes in like manner 

ieemed to be interrogating mine, I waited only 
for his fignal to determine me: but, when re .. 

flection had calmed a little our refentment, we 

thought it much better to fiay; and amufe our

felves even with the haughtinefs 0f this lordly 

vlne·dreifer. 

The fupper "\las fplendid. There was an 
abundance and variety of dillies, elegance in 
the decorations, and every thing fuitable. The 

objec;c of this pageantry and magni£cence was 

to dazzle and leifen us . So li ttle did the p-leafure 

efhis infignificant guefts eoter into the account, 

that w~ were ferved with the common wine of 
the country, while he had the impudence to 

drink himfelf, before our eyes, fome choice 

Bordeaux, which his naves poured out for him. 
Haying 
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Having left the table, and retired ~o our apart. 

ment, we found this adventure {till more all}uf

ing than it was grofs. Vve reCoIved, how~ver, 
to be even with our holl, ~nd to read him, in 

, return, a ufefulleifon. . He had promifed to 

vifit us at the Cape, and we formed the plan, 
in recompenfe for his wine of Bordeaux, to 

prefent him with fome wine of the worfi: 
[pedes that could be procured; which, if it 

did not infpire gaiety, was at leall calculated to 

infpire wifdom into the inflated brain 0f thii 
African Jupiter. 

But how great was our ail:onifhment when 

we awoke in the morning, and were faluted 
with a moil: admirable concert playing under 

our windows! Delighted with the enchant
ing founds, we endeavoured to guefs their 
caufe. "Ve afked each other, how it could 

happen that this fatrap, the night before, fhould 
have !hown himfelf fo haughty, and now dif

play the moll refined attention? We concluded', 
that either his rudenefs was the affair of a day, 
or that, being fobered by a night's rell, he hall
ened to obliterate from our minds the negli

gence with which we had been treated. Our 

conjectures and our praifes were of inort du-
E 2 ratiolh 
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ration. The concert was intended for dTe 
amulement of oll'r haft, and nor for ours;. and 

~his WaS ' lJl8t the flrfl: time that it had falutecf 

the walls of his palace. This great mafr was> 

accuftomeci to be thus a-vvaked every morh~ 

rug; and he re taim~d , for the exprefs pur

pofe, fifteen :flav.es partiwlarFy :!kJfuJ in mu

ilcal execution. 

Before we fet out on onr return, we found 

<!lur prinee laying aGde a part ef his d'ignity. 

Perhaps he faw the effeCt that his gra·nd· airs had: 

produi:ed on me and mywmpanion. He was 
afr3id that at the Cape we iliouTd be difpofed 

tQ amufe the town's people at hi>s e~pel'lee ; and" 
for a p.arting gJafs, he prefented us with the 

ehoiceft produee of his eellar i the win~ fo much: 

!;;elebratecl in Europe, and which often le1'lds its 
}1ame to th€ moft impudent counterfeits, which: 

;are ofle,~ed te us with the higheft ofttmtatiOIl. 

What I have. faid of the difgtlliing and ab

fUfd pride of the pbflnt-el'S near the Cape, muit 
not be appTIed- to them an indifcriminately., 

Ther.e are fume? who, by no means, deferve 

lihe repFoach; and in this. number I particu7 

larIy include Becl;:er, whofe houfe is the abode' 
d' cafe and cordiality. No honefl: fhanger 

eve:; 
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ever enters ' it without experiencing tl:wfe pieaf

ing attentions, the refu!t at once of po! itene!s 

and generoiity. Becke;-, however, was not 

born at the Cape, but is, I believe, a Get-man. 
As we advance into the country, the planters -

a.re a fort of farmers; and c~nfi.itute, by thei{' 
manners, cufioms and occup.ations, a claJs by 
themfelves, perfeCUy di-ft:inCl: from . that I 

have been defcribing. Situated farther from 
the Cape; and, of confequence, not having 
the [arne opportunities for difpoDug of their 
co mmodities, they are lees rich than tbe tirft. 

\Ve fee among them. non e of tbofe agreeable 

co untry-houfes, whi-ch, placed at different dif

tances from the town, embelliih the cOlll1try as 
we pafs, and afford fu ch charming pro[pe8.s. 
Their habitation, which is about the Gie of a 
large coach-houie, i3 covered with tha tch, and 

·divided into three rooms by means o(two par~ 
tit ions, which reach only to a certain height. 
The middle apartment, in which is the en~ 

trance to the houfe, ferves at once both as a 

parlo ur and eating-room. It is there that the 

family reGd e during the day, and that they re
ceive their tea and other viGtors. Of the two 

pther rooms, one forms a chamber for the male 

E . 3 children, 



54- ' T R A VEL SIN 

children, and the other for the females, 

with the father and mother. At the back 

of the middle apartment is a farther room, {erv

ing for a kitchen. The refl of the building 
conGfls of barns and flables . 

SU'ch is the difl:ribution which is generally 

followed in the interior plantations of the co

lony: but nearer -to the frontiers, where there 

does not prevail the fame eafe of circumfl:ances, 

I - the habitations are much le fs commodious. 

They are merely a barn, conGfl:ing of a Gngle 

room, without any divifion, in which the whole 

family live together, without feparating, either 

. day or night. They fleep upon iheep- !kins, 
which lerve them a.l fo for covering. 

The dre[s ofthe[~ planter$ is fimple and 

rufiic. That of the men confifis of a check 

ihirt-, a waj~coat with Beeves, a large pair of 

trowfers, and a hat half uplooped. The wo- ' 

men have .a petticoat, a jacket fitt-ed t9 their ' 
ihape, and a: little round bon pet of muLlin. 

UD!efs upon extraordinary occafions, neithe-\" 

lex wears fiockings. Dm;ing a part of th~ -
year, the women even walk with their feet 

quite naked. The cccupatioqs of the wen re
qUire that thei{'~ ihould have fOAle covering; 

anQ 
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and this covering they make from a piece of 

the hide of an ox, applied and finped to the 

foot fOOIl after the animal is killed, and while 

the hide is yet frefi1. Thefe fandals are the 

only article of their drefs which they make 

themfel ves; the reft is the buunefs of the wo-

men, who 

wardrobe. 

mentioned 

cut Ot'lt and prepare their ""hole 

Though the equipment I have 

conllitute the every" day dr(lfs of 

the planter, he has, however, a coat of hand

fame blue cloth, which hewears upon days of 
gala and ceremony. He has then alfo fl:ock~ 

ings and ilioes, and is dreffed exaCtly like an 

European. EL)t this finery never ma-kes its 

appearance but when he goe:; to the Cape; 

and then, indeed, is not put, prj. ~i+l 4e arrives 
at the entrance of the town, 

It is commonly in thefe journeys that they 

pm"chafe fuch things as they may want to refit 

their wardrobe. There is, at the Cape, as well 

as in Pllris and London, a fpe.cies of 9Id-clothes

men, who deal in commodities of t11,is fort; 

~\11c1 who, from their enormous pro~ts , anc1 the 

extortion they pralftife, have obtained the name 

of CapJe-Smouft, or Cape Jews. Thefe traf

fickers contrive, at all times, to fell their goods 

~ ~ at 
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at a dear rate; but they vary the price in pm
portion as their flock is great or [mall; of 

courle they bear no fixed p rice, and' tl:e plante~ 

who comes f ' om the defert, and w ho can un~ 

derfland but little of this fluctuation, is fure to 

be duped: 

On the other hand 1 the regubr {bopkeeper, 

who knows the probity of thefe farmers, and 

how punc'cl,lal they are in the payment of their 

debts, exerts .every effol,'t to prevail on them to 

open an account with hi~n. He ~empts them 

by the pretend~d cheap price and excellent. 

quality of his fluffs, and offers t9 remit the 

payment till their next journey in the follqw

ing y~ar. It is feldom that thefe people, fim-: 

pie and unexperienced as t~ey are, perceiYe the 

craft that is pl:elcnted t? them under this guife 

of kindnefs and ciyiIit)" If they fuffer them-:

[elves to be prqailed UpO~l, they are {hackled 

for life. Upon their return, there are new 

pun .. hales to ~e made vpon the fam€ con

?itiQns; and thus, year aftyr year, always in 

debt, always buying without prompt payment, 

they become the prey of aI) ex~ortioner, who 

r aires to himfclf a fortune out of their weak-
, '. ' 

ncfs. 

I~ 
:t 
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It is true, thefe buyers, after being thus duped 

at the Cape, commonly return home only to 

make dupes of others. The cunning that has 

been employed to de,ceive them, they e:,nploy in 

their turn to tempt the Hottentots who are in 

their fervice. The remnants . of fluff, or the 

frippery garments which they bring back, are 

fold to thefe unfortunate fervants with fo great 

a profit, that commonly the wages of a year 

are inadequate to the payment, and they find 

themfelves, like their maGers, in debt for the 

year that is to come. In t~e end, therefore, it is 

the poor Hottentot that pays for the extortion 

at the Cape. The circumfl:ances I have here 

mentioned, are, an epitome of the praClices of 

the world in :111 conditien3 oflife. The fubtle 

knave always know~ how to impofe a tax 

upon the fool, who, having paid it, attempts 

to impofe it upon fome other fool; fo that at 

~aft it is the greatefl dolt that bears the burtben.' 

A~d thus do men chain themfelves together 

-by meal1S that ought in reality to difunite 
them. 

One might fuppore that the planters, of the 

,::lafs of which I am fpeaking, from their prac

ric~ of agricultqre, would befl:ow [orne atten

tion. 
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. tion upon the cultivation of vegetables and 

fruit. Thi's would be fo much the eaGer to 

them, as, having acquir@d gratuitouily a con

fiderable portion of ground, they can be in no 

want of a fpot for a garden . Meanwhile I have 

feen no roots or other vegetables regularly cuI. 
tivated in any of the interior parts of Africa, 

except in the country of the Auteniquas . Every 

,,,here elfe gardening is unknown ; and if you 

find a fruit-tree near any of their habitations, 
it is plaHted then2 Qnly as fome great qnd un

common curiofity. 
Cuftom has rendered the planters infenfible

to the want of fruit and pulfe. The facility 

with which they rear their cattle makes up for 

this privation, as their flocks afford them plenty 
of provifion. The chief food is mutton; ' and 

their tables ate loaded with fuch profufion as to 

difguft one at the fight. 

From this mode ofliving, cattle !Ire in the co· 
lonies, as in other places, not only a ufefuI ob
ject, but an article of the firfi neceffity. The 

planter undertakes himfelf the care of watching 
over his I flocks. Every evening, when they 

return from field, he ftands at his door, with 

a flick 1I1 his hanel, and , COUI:\ts tf\~lI~ over 
one 
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one by one,' in order to be [ure that none of 

them are miffing. ' 
People who have no other employment than 

a little agriculture, and the fuperintendence of 

a flock, muft have lo~g intervals of idlenefs. 

It is thus with the planters, particularly thofe 

who live in the interior parts of the country" 

and who being unable, on account of their dif

lance from the Cape, to difpofe of their corn, 

never raife more ' than is fufficient for their 

own confumption. From the profound in

ac:ti o,n in which they live, one would fuppofe 

their fupreme felicity to conufl: in doing no-

. thing. They fometimes, however, viue each 

other; and upon thefe occauons the day is fpent 

in fmoking, and drinking tea, and in telli n,g, or 

lifiening to, tales of romance, tha t are equal 

neither in merit nor morality to the fiory of 

Blue-beard. 

As every man always carries with him 

~ herever he goes, both a pipe, and a tobacco

pouch !\lade of the :fkin of the fea calf, he is 

{ure in there villt~ to have one {ouree of am u[e

menta \Vhen anyone of the company is 

deGrous of lighting his pipe, he takes out his 

rouch, and, hav~ng filled, paffes it to the reft. , 
2 
J 

This 
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This is a civility that is never omittecl. How. 

ever numerous may be the party, every body 

fmokes: the confequence of 'which is a clouel, 

that, rifing at firfi to the upper part of the 

room, increafes, by degrees, till it fills the whole 
houfe, and becomes at laH: [0 thick, that it is 

impoffible for the fmokers to fee one another. 
Sparmann has given of there [moking parties 

an account equally humourous and true. For 
myfelf, whom the fmel! of tobacco p<lrticubrly 
incommodes, I confefs that when there infec~' 

tious fogs began to dercend to a level with my 
head, I left the room and ran into the fields 

to breathe a purer air.-, and to cleanre my 

lungs. 
There is another cultom which, from an in

vincible repugnance, I could never prev:J.il on 
myfelf to adopt: I mean the evening bath; a 
cuftom fo efteemecl by the Greeks, and which 

recalls to the memory periods fo delightful, and 

man~ers fo happy. But how extreme is the 
difference between the UlyiTes and Nauficas of 

theGreeks,and thofeofthe Cape! I have already 

obferved, that neither the men nor the women 
wear fl.ockings, and that the latter alfo, for a 

confiderable part of the year, go without .fhoes, 

As. 
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As a praaice of this kind muft continually 

foil the feet, they remedy the inconvenience by 

a daily habit of cleanlinefs. Every evening, 

before they go to bed~ the Hottentot or negro 

w()man who performs ,the drudgery of the 

houfe, brings a tub of water into the middle 

of the room, and waihes the feet, firft of the 

father and mother, then of the children and the 

refl: of the family, and, iafily,' of the {h·angers. 

As the tub ferves-in turn for the whole com

pany, without the water being once changed, 

it may eafity be imagl:ed that I, who was to 

come lafl, di[covered lfO great eagernefs t'o leap 

m. To excu[e myfelf, I pretended that it was 

cuftomary with me never to take off my boots, 

till I was upon the point of getting into bed y -

and the excufe was admitted. 

Thefe civi lities howe\'er, diCTated by the 

pureit intentions, and which originate in the 

ufages of the remoteit antiquity, have in them 

a romantic and [acTed charaCTer that at firft 

fight £trikes the im3:gination. How ungrateful 

fhould I have been if I had teen only the dif-
o agreeable fide of the queaion, and had felt my 

heart lIninterefted-I, who place in the rank 

£If Liff! neceffaries that virtue, fo little known 

irr 
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our days, of hofpitaIity and all the duties 

which it enjoins? I have been too frequently 

the object of this brotherly love, which offers 

us a family and friends when at a di1l:ance from 

our own. I have ;tlways met with this tender

nefs and affection. E very one has been offi

cious to [erve me; father, mother, children, 

all have 1l:rove who fhould be1l:ow on me the 

greate1l: attention; not by thofe gentilities, 

t40Ce expreffions; hal f-formed, but fuJI of hy
pocrify and fal1hood, which are the portion of 

your well-bred people; but by that franknefs 

and fmiling good nature which place a man at 

his eafe, and baniih from his mind every idea 

of embarraffment and con1l:raint. 

Thofe who under1l:ood that I had made a 

I diftant excurfion into the country, and had 

paffed near their habitation, reproached me 

with unkindnefs for not having turned a little 

out of my way to vifit them. They [poke of 

t1).e pleafure it would have afforded them; and 

a{ked, in a tone 0'[ concern that was afFecling, 

how I could prefer fleeping in the open air to a 

comfortable lod ging in their houfe, where they 
would have cOl1fidered It as a duty to render 

my abode as pleafant as was in their power. 

But 
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13\.lt 'at that time the object for which I trav~lled 
amon g them depended, I conceived, for its 

fuccefs, upon my keeping ~t a difl:ance. 
What proves Hill farther th.e extreme good .. 

nature and benevolence of thefe people, is, that 

a {hanger, the mome,nt he is received by the 
mafl:er of the houfe, be€Omes in a manner a 

member of the family. Accufiomed to a family 

life, they delight in ties of affinity, and con

fider in the light of a relative every perfon they 

love. The children who climbed my knees, 

either for the purpofe of careffing me, or to ad

mire and count my buttons, called me their 
grand-father. I was the couiln 'of the parents, 

and the uncle 'of the daughters; and among my 
nieces, I frankly confefs, th~re was more tha~ 
one whofe artlefs imp0l1unities and .eloquent 

eyes have frequently made me forgetful of 
the hour I had fixed for leaving them~ 

Upon entering a hOlJfe, the form of faluta

tion is, to {hake hands firfi with the mafier, 

and then with every male perfon in the com
pany, arrived at years of maturity. If there 
happens to lYe anyone whom we do not like, 

the hand is refufed to him; and this refufal, 
of [0 common a tefl:imony of friend{hip, i$ 

looked, 
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looked upon as a formal declaration that th~ 

vifitOl; confiders him as his enemy. It is not 

the fame with the females in the company. 

They are all embraced one after another~ and 
to make an exception would be a fignal affront. 

Old or young, all mufr be kiffed. It is a be~ 
nefice with the duties attached to it. 

At whatever time of the day you enter the 

houfe of a planter, you are .fure to find the 

kettle and tea-things upo~ the table. This 
praCtice is un"iverfal. The inhabitants never 

drink pure water. If a frranger prefents him

felf, it is tea they offer him for refre{hment. 

This is their co mmon liquor in the interval of 

meals, and in one feafon of the year, when it 

often happens that they ha\'e neither beer nor 

wine, is their only beverage. 
If a frrang~r arrives at dinner time, before 

the cloth is taken away, he {bakes hands, em
braces, -and immediately feats himfelf at the 

table. lfhe wiilies to pafs the night, he frays 
without. ceremony, fmokes, drinks tea, afks the 

news, give~ them all he knows in his turn; and 
the next day, the killing and {baking hands 

being repeated, he goes on his way, to per~ 

form elfewhere tbe iime ceremeny. , To 
offer 
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()ffer money on thefe occafions would be re· 

garded as an in[ult. 

It will naturally be fuppofed that ~duca

tion, in fuch a country, IIltJ(t be totally dif-

; ferent frolll that of Europe. The childreq 
have not there, as with us, infigniliicant drums, 
trumpt;ts, and other pretty but ufelefs toys~ 
which we give them to drive away their petu

lance, and render them ]efs troublerome. Witl;t 
the Africans, the only amu[ement the children 

know, ferves at the [arne time as the com,. 
mencement of their education. 

It is cuftomary, when the cart or waggon 

belonging to a planter is not employed, to 
leave it in the open air by the fide of the houfe. 
A s foon as the children can climb to the board 
that ferves for a feat, they place themfelves upon 

it; and, with a whip in their hands, exercife 

themfelves in commanding the oxen, which 
are fuppofed to be pre[ent, calling them by 

their na!lles, {hiking the place of anyone that 

is thought not to obey with ftlfficient readinefs; 
in a word, in direCting the courfe of the wag

gon, in making it turn, go On, or recede, pte

cifely as they willi. After having fucceffively 
handled, in this manner, whips fuited to their 

VOL. I. F age, 
" 
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age, they arrive at Iaft to the management of a 

• bamboo, nicely tapered, fifteen or fixteert 
feet in length, with a thong at the end of it ftill 
longer; and with this inftrument they can 
fhike, at the diftance of more than twenty-five 

feet, a pebble that is pointed out to them, or a 

piece of money thrown upon the ground. I 
have already menti<med a pleafant amufement 

of this kind, which one of the Slabers procured 
me, who fi10g1ed out w~th aftonifhing addre[<;, 
among a multitude of birds, fuc~ individuals 
as I was defirous of having. Swanpoel alfo, 
the companion of my journey, would feidom 
rnif:; a par,tridge flying; and, notwithftancrtng 
his age, applied his whip with.· fo much force., 
that, in one of Qur excurfio'ns, I faw him 

ihike perfectly dead, a duck, of a much larger 
fpecies than the common one of Europe. 

\JVhen a young planter can drive a waggon, 
and exercife a whip, his education is nearly· 
completed; for they never think of teaching 
him either to write ' or read. At the age of 
fou~teen he is confidered as arriving at man
hood, and ranks in fociety accordingly. He 
:fhakes hands with the men, embraces the wo
men, and [mokes. A fufee alfo is giv~n him" 

with 
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~thliberty to hunt as much as he pleafes. 

Enter~ng at this period into the enjoyment of 

all the rights of man, he regards ' himfelf as 
fuch, and han:ens to choofe -among the girls of 

the neighbourhood a mif\:ref..q, whom he finally 

marries; for tt is feldom that a youth is found 

to pay his addreifes to feveral women. 

'Fhe planters being all hunters, from having_ 

their flocks and fields to defend from the ra.., 

vages of wild beafls, are provided with a certain 

number of fufees, according as the family is 

' large or fmall; 2nd refpecting thefe gun~, they 
employ a precaution that is {jngular. Expe

rience has taughr them that the brightnefs of 

the barrel frequently alarms, by its reflection, 

the animal of which they are in purfuit, and 
warns him to fly. To remedy this inconveni

ence, the barrels in Europe are browned; but 
the planters, who af(~ not {killed in this art, rub 

them over with 'the blood of fheep; an opera

tion which, though lefs neat, indeed, and plea

fant, produces the fame effect, fince the iof\:ru
ment becomes thereby equally tarnifhed. 

Upon the queflion of the excellence of fire 
arms, their prej udices and principl€s are very 

different from ours. In their efiimation a gun 

F 2, is 



6S TRAVELS IN' 

is never bad, if the fiock and furniture be good. 
This is the only circumfiance to which they 
attend, when they ,make a purchafe. As to 
the ban-el, they care but little whether it !hoots 
'well ?r ill, becaufe they boafi of having a me
thod that will correa the faults of the very 
wodl:. 

To cotrea, in their len[e of the word, is not 
to make a barrel good that was not fo before; 

it is merely to make it iliootfiraight, which with 

them is the fame thing. - There is, indeed, no 

great ingenuity in their method; but it is at 
leafi fimple, and its fuccefs, which is the refulr 
of experience, always cerJain. 

It confifis, as they expre[s it, dt roer of d~ 

fchoot, in bringing the gun to the mark: in 
other words, by dint of firing at a mark they 
afcertain its defe8:. If it ilioot too high or too 
low, to the right or to the left, they place upon ' 
the breech a fecond moveable fight, which they 
raife or fink, incline this way or that, as the
clefea may require, till they fucceed in firiking 
the mark. Arrived at this point, they fix the 

fight, and the g:-l0 becomes inftantly a good 
one. This operation, it mufi be acknowledged: 
requires extreme patience, and can only be per-

formed 
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formed by perfons who have a great deal of 
leifure at their command; but theoretical cal
culati0ns and the principles of optics are above 
their capacity. Iflt afterwards happen, in the 
cour[e of their fports, that they mifs their ob

ject, the gun, they fay, dO,es not yet anfwer to 
the level, and the fame operation is performed 

agam. 
In the courfe of this expedition I traverfed 

Stellenboch, the whole of Hottentot Holland, . 

Draaken-Steyn,.Bocke-Veld, Rooye-Zand, the 

canton of the Twenty-four Rivers, and Swart
land. Thefe different countries .'afforded me 
little that was interefting, except the profpects, 
and thefe even were all inferior in beauty to 
others which I had feen, and particularly to 
that of the Twenty-four Rivers. As to the 
miJ,nners of the inhabitants, I have already {aid 
that the fhades which diffinguifh one canton 
from another are very few and fcarcely dif
cernible; we find every where the fame fimple 
courfe of life, the fame love of eafe, of indo-
lence and inanity. 

, 

On my return to the Cap~, I found that 
Boers had experienced a relapfe of his diforder, 
and had been obliged to refort again to the baths. 

F 3 He 



T R A v E,L SIN 

He had written to Europe to ark leave of the 

cotnpany to refign his office. Having received 

and filled it with honour, he wifhed al[o in 

q ditti!1lg it t6 be without reproach; and he had 

laboured, thereforc? ,day and night to put every 

thing jn order previous to his departure~ which 

he intended fhould take place the moment the 

veifel arrived w.ith the intelligence that his re

tignation was accepted. This fedulous appli
cation. at an unfavourable period, before hts 

ftreogth was thoroughly re-eftablifhed, had oc

cafioned the relapfe. I hoped that the repofe

find tranquiHity likely to refult from a total re

miffion of the " fun Cl ions of office, and the 
anxieties attached to it, would be productive 

of the "effects he expected, and one day regain 

him the health he had loft. But the: veifel from - , 
Europe WflS not flrrived, " and fomething, I con-

ceived, ough~ in the mean time to be clone. As 

he had often expre£red a defire to vil1t the in

terior parts of the colony, and as I had myfelf 

farther obfervatlons to make in the charm in&, -

country of the Auteniquas, I rerblved, i(pof
fible, to re vive this deGre, and lead him of his 

pwn accord to propore the expedition. 

4\ Gcp+din~ly, fitting one evening Wit~l other 
. :p~rfOi":1S 
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perfons before the entrance of the haufe, under 
the iliade of the trees that furrounded it, I en

tered into a defcription of this country, the 
molt pleafant in the colony. I related every 

thing that had attached me to it when I for
merly encamped there; how p~re was the air, 
and how enchanting the profpeas. I infured . 

him a fpeedy convalefcence, a recovery in a 
few days, both from his bodily complaints, and 
that uneafinefs of mind to which he was con
tinually a prey. Thefe agreeable reveries, 
which roufed him a little, infenfiblv led us far
ther. We advanc~d even to Caff;ari'a. I vi

fited the worthy Haabas; I faw once more my 
dear Narina and her interelting horde; in 
iliort, I travelled over again, in imagination, 
the courfe which I had before travelled with 
my people. We promifed ourfelves the purer 
enjoyments, as we fhould have none of thofe 
obftacles to ftruggle with, which, from inex

perience, and a too numerous equipag~, had 
every inltant fprung up at my feet. The 
hope of vifiting Caffraria was particularly faf
cinating to me in thefe ideal excurfions; and, 
at this conjunaure, humanity, I thought, im
pofed it as a law upon me. There prevailed 

F 4 at 
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at the Cape, an opinion that the Caffres were a 

wicked and ferocious people; in confequence of 
, which thefe unfortunate beings were expofed 

to perfecutions that could Ilot fail to irritate 
their minds, and render thetn {till more for

midable. My friend himfelf had been m'ore 
or lefs infected with this ajmofi: univerfal pre

judice. I conceived t1;at, by graduaJ1y intro

ducing milder infi:itutions among thefe people, 
an important and interefi:ing revolution might 

be effected; which could not fail to take place, 

the moment their tranquillity and fafety, which 

I ignorance, and the terror alone of their name 

1!.ad for fo many years difi:urbed, ihould, by 

equitable laws, be fecured to them. The man 

beil: calculated to work this defirable change in 

the fituation of the Caffr~s, and their perfecut .. 
ing neighbours, w~s the 6fcal; {ince ' upon his 
J'eport to the company of the [tate of the ftlttle
ment, on his return to Holland, would depend 
the regulations tbat it might be thought pro

per to mtroduce for the melioration of the go

vernment, and the welfare of the inhabitants. 
It wall neceffary, therefore, that he {hould have 
perfonal experience of the truth of what I had 

twenty times told him, ~fthe evils that refulte4 
from 



from the impolitic adminiftration of the fron
tier parts of the colony, and the neceffity of 
appeaGng thofe hordes, c6ntinually haraffed 
by the moft flagrant injuftice, the moftJ'lorr~blc 
inhumanity, which left behind it fo keen are
fentment, and of the benefits that would flow 
from frlendihip and a good underftanding. 

I prevailed upon Boers to confent at leaft to 
make trial of this excurGon;- and I little 
doubted that, if I could once lure him into th.e 
-country, he would fufl"et me to guide him fiep 
by ftep wherever I pleated, without [0 much 
as noticing the diftance. His health, however, 
requiring particular precautions, it was re
folved, while the preparations for this journey 
were making, that we ihould fpend a week at 
my good friend Slabet's, who was as dear to 
Boers as he was to myfelf. Whether we de .. 
parted from Swart-Land, or returned to- the 
Cape, was of little importance; our route could 
not fail to be known, as it would be that which 
I had already travelled, and from which I had 
returned fix months before; and letters from 
Europe, therefore, might eaGly be difpatched 
to us, in the fame manner as Boers had dif
patched mine to me while I foj ourned in the 

country 
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country of the Auteniquas. It was accordingly 
a fettled bufinefs, and my friend conceived him
felf to be already in my tent. 

The converfation that took place upon this 
{}Cufion, and which powerfully interefied the 
company, reminds me of a curious event that 
happened at the fame time, and which I cannot 
pafs over in filence. 

OUf eyes were naturally attracted by the ob
jects. before us. Mine indeed, by an involun. 
t¥] impulfe, are fure t? be directed to what. 
ever trees are in fight. We perceived- the 
branche:s of one near us to move. Immediately 
we heard the piercing cries of a ilirike, and faw 
it tremble as if in convulfions. We firfl: con
ceived that it was held in the gripe of fome ~ 

bird of prey; but a clofer' attention led us to 
difcover, upon the next branch of the tree, a 
large ferpent that, with firetched-out neck, and 
fiery eyes, though perfectly ftill, was gazing at 
the poor animal. The agony of the bird was 
terrible; but fear had deprived it ~f ftrength, 
and, as if tied by the leg, it feemed to have 
loH the power of flight. One of the company 
ran for a fufee; but before he returned the 
:\br.ike wa,s dead, and we {bot oply the fervent. 

I n;-
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t requefied th~t the difl-ance between the 
p lace where the bird hui e~perienced the can .. 
'Vul IJ ons, and that occupied by 'the ferpeqt be~ 
fore it was iliot, might be meafured. UPOll 
doing [0, we found it to be three feet and a 
half, and we were all convinced that the ihrik-e 

had died neither from the bite nor the poifoll 
of its enemy. I firipped it aI[o before the whQle 

comp ' ny, and made them obferve that it was 
untouched, and had. pot re~eived the ilighteft 

wound. 
I had my reafons for what 1 did~ Ex tract

din,ary as the faa may ~ppear, and though the 
per[ons who had been the witnefTes could 

hardly believe, even after having feen it; it 
was to me not new. A fimilar adventure had 
happened to me in the canto'n of th~ Twenty-

. four Rivers, and I iHfl:antly rdated it t9 cou

firm what we had j ufl: feen. 

Hunting one day ina madhypiece of ground, 
I heard all at once, in a tuft of reeds, a piercing 
and very lamentable cry. Anxious to know 

what it was, I fiole foftly to the place, VI'here I 
perceived a [mall moufe, like the t}lrike on the 
tree, in agonizing convulfi.cins, and two yards 

farther a ferpent, wh9fe eyes were intently 

fixe4l 
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fixed upon it. The moment the reptile faw 
me it glided aw.ay; but the bufinefs was done. 
Upon taking up the moufe it expired in my 
hand, ~ithout its being poffible for me to dif
co\'er, by the ~oft attentive examination, what 
had occafioned its death. 

The Hottentots,- whom I confulted upon 
.this incident, expreffed no fort of aftoniih
Jllent. Nothing, they faid, was more com
mon ;' the ferpent had the faculty of attraCl:ing
and fafdnating fuch animals as it v,viihed to 
devour. I had then no faith in fuch power; 
hut fome time after, fpeaking of the circum
fiance in a company of more than twenty per
fons, in the number of whom was colonel 
Gordon; a captain of his regiment confirmed 
the account Of the I:I0ttentots, and affureq me 
it was an event which happened very fre
quently. I, My teftimony," added he, " ought 
~'to hav€ the more weight,. as I had once 
" nearly become myfelf a victim to thi~ fafci
." nation. While in garrifon at Ceylon, and 
-., amufing myfelf, like 'you, in hunting in a 
. " marili, I was in the courfe of my fport fud-
" denly feized with a convulfive and involun
H tary trembling, different from any tn-ing I 

': had 
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" had ever experienced, aad at the fam~ time 
" was ftrongly attraCl:ed, and in fpite. of my ... 
" [elf, to a particular fpot of the marih. Di
" reeling my eyes to this fpot, I beheld, with· 
" feelings of horror, a ferpent of an enormous 
" fize, whofe look inftantly pierced me. Hav
" ing, however, not yet loft all power of mo
" tion, I embraced the opportunity before it 
" was too late, and faluted the reptile with the 
" contents of my fufee. The repo~t 'was a 
" talifman that broke the charm. AH at once, 
" as if by a miracle, my cOflvulfion ceafed; I 
" felt myfelf able to fly; and the only incon
" venience of this extraordinary adventure was 
" a cold fweat, which was doubtlefs the effed: 
" of my fear and of the violent agitation my 
" fenfes had undergone." 

Such was the account given me by this oJ 
£cer. Ido not pretend to vouchfor its truth; but 
the fiory of the moufe, as well as of the lhrike, I 
aver to be faa. I will add alfo, that, Gnce my 
return to France, having had oecaGon to talk 
with Blanchot upon the fubjea, ' an officer 
who fucceeded Bouffiers in the government of · 
Senegal, he a!Tured me with confidence, that 
both a~ Goree and in Senegal the ,opinion was 

7 um-
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nnivertal; that afcending the river of thaf 

name, as far ·ev.en as Galarrt, three hundred 

leag~es from its mouth, it equ~IIy prevailed 

among the Moors, at the right, and the Ne

groes, at the left; that among thefe people no

body doubted this power in certain fpecies of 

f~rpents, of fafcinating both animals and men; 
and that the tradition was founded upon long 

experience, and the many misfortunes they are 
continuallY 'witneffingo 

Here again let it be remembered, that I am 
only the hifl:orian, and that I take upon me: · 

neither to validate nor explain thefe reports. 

With ref pea to .the two infl:ances I have ad
duced, and of which I a~ at once the recorder 

and the evidence, they will probably be re

garded by many of my readers, as the pure ef
fea of that extreme and involuntary terror 

which every animal eXperiences by infl:ina, at 

fight of an enemy that has power over its life; 

and ~hey will allege, perhaps, in fupport of 
this fuppolition, the example of the fetter, 

who retains in their place a partridge or a

llare. by the mere circum fiance of his prefence 

and look. 

To this I reply, that if a palotridge o·r a Tlare 

remaIn, 



-remain quiet before the clog, it is not [0 much 
from a fudden impulfe of fear as from de

liberate cunning. While c10fe upon. the ground 
they imagine themfelves to be concealed from 
the enemy. , What confirms this conjeaure \ . 

is, that if the dog approaches near encmgh w 
feize upon hi.s prey, the ' bird infiandy takes 
wing, and the hare fcampers away. It will 

, I 

certainly not be denied me, that it is fear ~hich 
makes them fly. Such is the powerful effect 
of inftinEt in e\Cery animal at the appearance 
of danger. But why do not the hare and 
partridge at fight of the dog remain fixe~ and 
motionlefs with terror, like the !brike and the 
moufe in prefence of the ferpent? Why !bouM 
fear give to the former new fhength, willIe the 
others die on the fpot, under all the increafing 
fymptoms of agony, and without the power of 
efcaping, as if retained by fome invincible 
force? The rat does not remain fl:ationary 
upon the approach of the cat, but hafl:ens away 
the moment he perceives her. May not then 
the look and pre(ence of a ferpent,and the na
ture of the corpufcles that emanate from i.ts 
body, produce a very different effeEt from the 
ematJation and look of the cat? 

HoW' 



SO' T R A VEL SIN 

How few are pur opwortunities of obferving 
nature? Let lls,filJdy her more dofely, and we 
thaIl perhaps 'find, that ilie ha,s many particu
lar laws of which we are yet ignorant. Before 
the di[~oV€ry of electricity, had an author ven

tured to affert that there exifled fi1n, which, 
though fmall in them[elves, could give to <It 

number of perfons at once fa viol~nt a ihock, 
as to mah them feel confiderable -pain in all 
the articulations of the body, the affertion 
would have been regarded as the mon: abfurd 
fable. This fuppofed fable, however, is be
come an indifputable truth; Without fpeaking 
of the torpedo, with which every body is ac
quainted, I ihall content myfelf with citing, in 
proof of this faCt, the Beif-aa!, or electrical 
eel of Surinam. I had for many years an op
p~rtunity of obferving this fpecies of fiili; as 
my father, for the purpofe of experiment, kept 
one continually in his houfe. Upon touching 
a fringed-fort of membrane, Gtuated under the ' 
belly, and extending the whole length of the 
body, I have always obferved a very violent 
fhock immediately follow. My father was 

- defirous of afcertaining, if the ihock would 

~e d~miniili.ed by being communicated to . a 
number 
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number of individuals at once; and, for this 
purpo[e, he collected together about ten perfons, 

who formed a chain by the junCtion of hands. 

No Cooner had they touched the membrane of 

the eel, than they felt themfelves equally [huck 

at the fame moment. Nor was this all. To 
convince the [pectators that the imagination 

had nothing to do in producing this effect, he 

had placed a dog as a link between t wo of the 

per[ons compofing 'the chain, who held him, 

.one by the right, and the other by the left foot. 

At the infl:ant of contact the ,,-nimal gave a 

aoud cry'; and his pain, which was the caufe 

of this cry, proved beyond difpute that that of 

the refl: of the party was not !e[s real. ' ' 

Reafoning phyfically upon this fubjea, I 
acknowledge that a confiderable differeoce 

()ugh,t to be made between an effect vifibly 

produced by the immediate action of a body, 

an d anoth ,r effect operated without any appa

l"ent contaD, any vj{jble medium, like that o,f 

the ferpent upon the animals in quefl:ion. But 

who will affirm that, in prefence of its prey, the 

ferpent coes not act phyfically upon it? Per

haps this death-dea ling g ua1ity belongs only to 

fo me p~rticu~ar [prts of ferpent. Perhaps it is 

VOj:.. I ~ C not 
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'oot enjoyed ,by them, unlefs at particular feaw 

fons, and in certain countries. The ancients 

have defcribed the baGlifk as killing with its 
look This is ~ertainly a fabJe; but is it not 

a fable, abrurd 'l,S it may appear, that originally 
had fome truth for its foundation? No doubt, 

in remote periods, circumflances may have 

been oblerved fimilar to thofe of my ilirike 

and my moure; or, perhaps, even to .that re

lated by the captain, Hence they might have 

concluded that a ferpem, impregnable himfelf, 

and always conqueror, fince he could kill by a 

look, could be no other than the king of his 

race. From hi.s royalty they would naturally 

have called him bafili{k; and as a fovereign 

rouft have fome particular fign to ;l.tteft his pre,. 

eminence, the poets, who often exaggerate by 

wifhing to adorn nature, may have added th~ 

wi.ngs, 'the feet iJ.nd the crown . 

This digreffion, of which, perhaps, the fub

jeB: vy-ould qave e[caped my memory, w~s de.,. 
'(erving, I ~Qnceived, ~f a place in my work; 

and, though it has fomewhat interrupted the 

dramatic effect, I ~ould not abftain from relat
~ ng it in the order in which it pre[mted itfelf 

tq lPY llJ.irlcjp Whil~ever~~~)e may be given to 

mr 
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my narrative, it is of little importance whether 

there prevail in it or not a fcholafii.c arrange

ment. The art of writing is not my object, 

but truth and c1earnelS. I am talking with my 

friends, and have nothingto do with the tram

mels of literature. 

I have [aid, that I had prevailed on Boers 

to accompany me in my excurfion. An un

expeC1ed accident hafiened our refolution. In

telligence was brought to the Cape, that a 
French vdfel, the crew of which had mutinied, 

was at anchor in the bay_ of Saldanha. This 

news particularly concerned Percheron, the; 

naval commHfary, who was obliged by his of

fice to repair to the bay in order to take cog

nizance of the matter, and, if poffible, remedy 
the evil. Underfb n,: ing that we Wfre nearly 

to take the fame route, he requefied a place in 

Boers's carriage, and was accordingly (ne of 

our party. An officer of {he PI ndicherry Jegi

ment, whore name was Larcher, made a fourth~ 

and we ret offin a' [art of hU ll ti ' g vehicle (cha
riot de chqlfe) drawn by fix horCes. 

The difii\Qce we had to travel was, in reality, 
but an caCy qqy's journey, and we intended to 
halt no longer than was neceffary juft to ihow 

G 2 our-
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felves to the crew; but, like thofe tempe!h 

which are al\vays preceded by fatal omens, 

we foend it that day not only impoffible to ar .. 

rive at Saldanha, but we had to lament by the 

way the unhappy fate of mCHe than one ~f our 
attendan~s. 

The Sout-Rivier (fait river), -,."hich it \".'3.5 

l1eceffary to crofs at a difl:ance from the to'.vn, 
had its banks almofl: covered with cormorants. 

We were defirous of killing fame of them, and 

we alighted for the purpofe. Upon fetting off 
again, a negro who was behind the carriage, 

taken at unawares, was thrown to the ground . 
by the fuddennefs of the motion, and fell with 
fuch vi9lence as to break his leg. He was an 

excellent [ervant ,of Boers and very much be

loved by his maRer. \Ve were obliged, there.,., 

for.e, to quit the road, and repair to the neareft 
habitation, to take the proper care of our un

fortunate patient. A litter was conftruB:ed, 
and we had him convey~d to the town. This 
accident having delayed us [eyeral hours, and 
'Boers wii11ing to regain the time that had been 

10ft, the coachman put his hor[es upon the gal
lop, and drove us like the wind. 

We had [op1e dogs with ps, Qne of them, 

very 
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\Tcry much heated by this extraordinary fpeed, 

and attraB:ed by a {heam that was at a difrance,' 

ran on before to bathe and refrefh himfelf. I 
have already obferved in my former travels, 

\ 

that, in Africa, every dog that plunges Into the 

water, under fuch circumftances, is almofl: [ute 

to die there, unlefs fomebody happens to be 

fufficiently near to take him inaantly out. Th,e 

dog in quefl:ion, when we arrived at the: 
1tream, had already paid the fatal tribute. 

Fac,1:s of this kind are fo common in the co

lony as not to admit the pallibility of difpute ~ 
and here I would fain a!k our philofopht:rs to 

account for' this circurnfl:ance, and tell us why 

the dogs of Africa are fo frequently fubjeB: to 

death, in a htllation where thofe of Europe do 
not experience the flighteft inconvenience. 

It Was late when we arrived" at the patri~ 

archal habitation of the worthy Slaber. The 
embracing and falutations being 0\7er, there 
was a general uproar, as it were, in the houfe. 

They hardly knew in what tel"rnS of j~y to ex

prefs their gratitude, as well to Boers as to 
the friend he had brought with him. All were 

eager to welcome this friend; I was fenubl e 
of this; at the fame time it was impoffible not 

G 3 to 
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to notice t~1e demonflrati~ns of kindnefs that 

were equally beftowed on their older ac

quaintance. The gids, in particular, waited 

upon him with a moll: captivating grace. One 

t€lO~ his ha~, and another his cloak. They 

ql.leflioned him as to hi,s health and his wants. 

They feemed to think him nor fufficiently un

referved, becaufe he c.mId not find €mploy

ment for aU of them at 0-flce. Delightful of
fidoufnefs, charming vivacity r which renaered 

ftill more agreeable, by the cGntrall:, the plain 

and honefi good-nature of t~e fathel' of the 

family. "When ~hey learned our intl!otion of 

flaying a week with them , their acclamations 

afjoy burfl: forth afrefh, <l>nd refounded tluough 

the haufe. It was the triumph of a: vitl:ory. 

Our fpiri ts were prefendy as cheerful as theirs; 

and fo perfealy were we at our cafe, that a 

ftranger would have beeH puzzled to fay who 

were the e;]tertainers and who the guell:s. The 
firll: even ing was fpent in arranging our plans, 

<rnd affigning to each d~y of our week its ap

p ropriate am u.[ements ~ an arrangement that 

w asoppofed BOW and then by the women, wha: _ 

<lid not {ail to ilupofe upon U~ fome hanl con

ditions. 
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Percheron, who was of the party, had aU 

this while nothing in his head but the ihip :md 
its refraCtory crew in the bay of Saldanha:. 

Before he furrendered himfelf to pleafure, he 

was defirous of pel forming his duty. , He 
aiked me, therefore, to fet off wirh him the 

next morning, 'and accompany him to the vef

fel. This was preciC Iy my intention. Every 

other perfon in my fitualion w (" uld probably 

have rnarded this propofal of the commiifary 

as extremdy imprudent. I, on the con:rary, 
was delighted with it, iwcl had refolved, if he 

had not forefialled me, to make it m yfelf. 

I had never feen a crew in a fi Jte of infurrec

tion againfi: their offi?ers ; the fcene was' per
fealy new to me; and every thing extraor

dinary, every thing which promifed a new fen

fation, had in my eyes an attraCtion that was 

not to be refilled. Accordingly, withou t re

fleCting upon the confequences of this temerity, 

without confidering that, in the gaiety of my ' 

heart, I was going to expofe ~y[elf to the moft 
imminent danger, I appointed an hour with 

Pe~cheron, and longed for its arrival. 

Though we had only four leagues to travel, 

and had entered upon this jo~rney immediately 

G 4 after 
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after bre3.kfa~, we were again fo inwmmoded 

on the way, that we did not reach the bay till 

the clofe of the evening: a €ircumftance that 

pur us extremely out of humour, and was fiot 

calculated to diminifh the prejud'l€e which we 

had before na~urally entertained againfi the 

mutineers. 

The fbaJes of night feemed to blacken on 

purpo[e, as if to conceal from YS the veifel ; a'nd 

it was with the utmoft difficulty, and by dint, 

as it were, of groping, that we found our way 

acrofs the downs. I twice difcharged my 
fu[ee ,to announce our -arrival, and to fignify 

our wifb that a boat might be fent us. DfeIers 

precaution! They pretended not to hear us. In 
danger of paffing the night in the watch-bo~ 

upon the ftrand, we cm[ed the fbip, the new, 

and the bay. The captain, it feems, fearing 

that we were fueh of th~ mutineers as had gon~ 

on {bore in the cour[e of the day, and who 

were: to r.eturn, in the evening, furnifbed with 

arms, ~as cautious of receiving us. At length, 

by repeatedly firing, and by our cries and vo

ciferations, we infpired rome confidence, and 

a 1.90at was hoifted out to fetch us on board. 

To form an accurate image of the diforder 

to 
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to which we were witne1fes it is necelfary to 
have [een it. A {hip floating in the ocean, 

and deprived of all external intercourfe, is of 

itfelf a 'world fufficiently ihange; and here, by , 
the mutiny that had taken place, it waS a world 

turned upfide-down. The crew, divided into 

groupes, occupied here and there the d.ifferent 
parts of the deck. On all fides were heard mur
murs, threats, tremendous imprecations, and 
horrible oaths i every where there prevailed a 

frightful tumult. The voices of the chiefs were 
drowned amidit the deafening cries of the men. 
From the impetuous motions of this unruly 

multitude every thing feemed to prediCt fome 
approaching and dreadful crifis. Some among 

them, more enterprifing than the reft, aCted 
with greater fury: they flew with rapidity 

from place to place, as if to communicate their 

indignation or their fears at the arrival of the 

commilfary. The feeble light that p:t:evailed in 
the velfel gave a gloomy tint to this fcene of 
horror that bordered on the [ublime. It was 
fo many demons amidG: the waves, bufy at the 
work of preparing torments for mortals. At 
the [arne time we were prelfed and enveloped 

by this licentious troop. Then it was that I 
felt 
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felt all the p~ril of our fituation. The title of 

commiifary which Percheron bore, was the re. 

verfe of giving us confidence; it feemed to 
have brought him purpofely ort board to 
puni"fh the ' rioters. The profcription that 

awaited him was fure to fall equally upon me~ 

who appeared to have accompanied him in or· 

der to lend him my affiLhBce. A general mur ... 

mur was excit~d againft each of us. A murmur, 

did I fay? Alas! we were the criminals; and 

the menacing looks of thefe terrible judges told 
us, in a language 'perfealy intelllgible, what , 

torments the power of force, combined with 
rage, was capable of inflicting on we<;tknefs and 

innocence. I had never fo ftrong a conviction 

as at that moment, by what a flender thread we 

fometimes hold our lives, and how unexpeCled 
is the chance upon which 'depends our fafety. 
Had one of thefe confpir\ltors pronounced our 
death, a hundred arms, no doubt, would in· 
fiantly have executed the fentence, and the 

fea would have been at once a tomb for us 

both., 
It is true, I had my double-barrelled f,!fee ; 

but my companion had nothing with which to 

defend himfelf; and, as to the officers, incapa
ble 
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hte of exerting the necdfary firmnefs, they 

feemed, upon our arrival, to be in a dreadful 

con!l:ernation, as if expeCting fame fatal ex

pioGon, that would defl:roy at once both the 

ihip and its inha:bitants. 
As it was impoffible to withdraw from the 

danger that threatened us, .we had no refource 

but to affume ~ tranquil countenance, and wait 

the event. This refolution gave us fortitude. 

Percheron, little difmayed by the threats of the 

violent, faid, in a tone of authority, that he 

wifhed to be informed of the caufe of this mu

tiny; and that the crew might depend upon re

orers, if their complaints were jufl, and upon 

being treated with lenity if they had unfortu

nately overflepped, through ml!l:ake, the neeef. 

fary bounds of obedi t'nce: and turning to thofe 

who feemed defirous of giving him the par

ticulars of the affair, he appear-ed not to notice 

the animated geflures and murmurings of the 

re!l:. His tranquillity by degrees [0 far apc 
peafed their anger, that we were able, at lafi, 

under pretence of doing ju!l:ite to every party, 

to adjourn the farther hearing of the bufinefs 

to the next morning. Percheron had hoped 

that fleep would in, the mean time calm their 

irri-
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irritated pa$ons, and fuggefl to his mind the 
nreans of termrnating the affray. 

There wasno way by which to quit the ve[.. 

fe-I; and, as we had arrived at this extremity, 

it would have been equally daftardly and in

difcreet to abandon the crew to the mercy of 

fo furiou s a tern pert. 

Th€ preparations for fupper afforded but 
little relief from the trouble in which we were 

, , I 

all plu~ged; and we thought, therefore, of re-

tiring to reft. The captain gave his bed to 

Pen;heron, Vi' hile I had that of the firlt pilot, 

which was Gtuated in a cabin upon the deck. 

I n this cabin was a window, th€ panes of 

which had been broken at thc' commencement 

of the dilturbance. . It is upon fuch things·, 

upon windows and lamps, that your malcon

tents always vent their firlt fpite; as if the 

noife occafioned by the breaking of them wa~ 

calculated to appeafeand fatisfy their ven

geance. There broken panes were a fubjea 

of alarming inquietude; I conGdered them a'3 

a fecond Judas; becaufe, fronting the head of 

my bed, they afforded an eafy opportunity to . 

any il'l.di fpo[ed perron in poffeffion of a piflol, 

tq ilioot me during the nigh~, !hould the dif-

turbance 
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turbance happen tQ~reak out afreih. To guard 

as much as ,pollible 4gainft furprife, I began 

with putting out the Jight; then having 

~hanged the diretl:ion of my bed, and plared 

my fufee, which was well loaded, by my 

fide, I waited the return of day, Deeping as,1 

could. In the intervals of my Deep, I heard, 

from tkofe who walked the deck, the moil fe

ditiou~ difcour[e, threatening the next day to 

!how no favoui[" to anyone: I faw fome of them 

pars before my cabin, and they appeare,d to ele

vate their voices that I might he'ar them. At 
length, day· light appeared: delightful day- light, 

which dillipates the phantoms of the imagi

nation, and renders alfo the ,wicked lefs d:.tring 

and plefumptuous! What we had hoped came 

to paIs; reBetl:ion, and ftill more perh'<lps the 

dr(!ad of a weH~deferved punifhment, had 

calmed the fury of the mor.: vehement. PeI

.cheron, judidoufly ernbraeing fo favourable a 

moment, addreffed them in a moll: animated 

ii)eech, in which he' painted in lively colours 

the ,;vrongs and injuilice of this rebellion, and 

.the fevere penahies which the law infliCts for 

fuch crimes; then, artfully afcribing the caufe 

(if ~p.e ~nilChief to the perfidy of thofe whofe 

love 



94 T R A VEL SIN 

rove of difor~er had {educed and drawn in the 

reft to the commiffion of fuch enormities, he 
-promifed pardon to -every man thus mifled, 

who !hould again return to obedience; and 
-concluded his fpeech with a !harp reprimand of 

the ring.lead~r, who, though in confinement, 
was, no doubt, hatching , in his mind new 

troubles. This man, perfealy naked and 

flretched at his length, was bound within 
a chicken-coop, which was faHened and barri

caded with c1'lTps of iron. - He was one of 

thofe beings to whom ~ature has given, with 

a robuft c~mHitution, [hat fortitude of mind, 

tha~ contempt of <lange'r and dea~h, fo favour

able to, and fo deihuaive in, faction s. He 
flill threatened. '1 hey had feized him at a 

moment whl n he was offhis guard; which was 

a neceffary precaution, as he was able of him

{elf to infpire terror i l,to the whole crew. The 

bufinefs of bringing tu trial and puni!hing this 

man devolved upon the chief magiilrate of the 
Cape; and accord ingly he was ordered to be 

conveyed thither. From this moment tranquil
lity was reftored; and we were convinced, 

from what we faw in this inftance, that, in . 

every cafe of tumult, nothing more is neceifary 

to 
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to recall a mifguided multitude to their fenfes, 

than to humble them in their own . eyes by 
!howing them the defpicablenefs of their con

duCt, or to take froIJl them their chi~f. :With 
refpeCt to ~he reft of the infurgents, they were 

deli vered over to the clemency of the captain 

and officers of the veffel, by whom a general 
amnefly was granted; and they all returned to 

their duty. 
H aving left the {hip, and being once ·again 

on {hore, we were eager to repair to our com

pan y, to relate the circumftances of the danger 
we had dcaped, and of which upon 'leaving 

~hem we had no fllfpicion. 
H ow ~ i tde did 1 expeCt that this fingulat ad

ven ture wasdefl ined to be followed by a new 
m Ol-til] atil n, of which the confequences were 

long in my memory, and that, in quitting for 
a da y my dearefl: friends) I {hould have to la
ment the lors of one of them, and fpeedily to 
prepare m yfelf for feeing him no more! 

As I drew near to the habitation of Slaber~ 
I di fc harged , as I had belm accufl:omed to do, 
my furee, to inform them of our arrival, and 

to invite them to meet us. In [pite of my re

reated fignaJs, no perron appeared j a filence 

~ of 
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of friendihip that feemed to announce to me 

rome melancholy news. 

My fufpicions were prefently verified, when 

upon entering the h:lll I faw the daughters of. 
Slaber approach me with an air of inquietude 

and dejection. . Alarmed at this reception, 

the caure of which I conceived related to 

themfelves, I anxiou:fly demanded what m i[

fortune, in fo ihort a fpace of time, had be

fallen them. "The misfortune I have to ac

" quaint you with'," [aid one of them, "is 

" perfonal to yourfelf: Boers is returned to 

"the Cape, and in a few days you will 101e 
" him. He has received, in your abfence, 

" difpatches from Holland, informing him that 

" his refignation has been accepted; and, as 

" there is a veffel in the bay ready, at this mo

U ment, to fail for Europe, in v"hich he is re

" folved, to embark, he inflantly m ounted his 

" horfe, w ith Larcher, to m ake without delay 

" the' n eceuary preparations. I neeu not fa y 

(, how happy we £bouJd e[teem ourfelves if, 
" after this lofs, we co uld prevail on you and 

"your friend to remain with us avvhile: at 

" the fame time it is my duty to tell you, that, 

" before he left us) Doers foreCa IN that you 
~ , would 
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"would perhaps be defirous once more to 
" afford him the pleafLlre of feeing you at the 
t, Cape: with this view he has left behind him 

" his carriage and horfes; and here is a letter 
" alfo which he has written, and which he re~ 
" quefled might be delivered to you." 

The beginning of this difcourfe had alarmed 

me, but, from fome caufe or other, I was re

vived by its co~clufio[1. I imagined that, from 

a fportive difpofition, they were deGious for a 

- moment of amuGng themfelves with me. A ' 
letter, the carriage and the horfes,-it mua 
furely be a pleafantry! And fo convinced was 
I of this, that, notwithfl:anding the air of feri
oufnefs with which it was told me, and -the 

proteflations of the whole family that he was 
auually gone, I vifited, with Percheron, every 
room of the houfe in fearch of the abfentees, 

not doubting but they had concealed them

felves to keep up tht! jefl:. Alas ! They were 
gone !- My benefaCtor had quitted me! And 
my only confolation was to hafl:en to the Cape, 
once more to embrace him before his depar
ture. 

The next morning as foon as it was light 

we entered the carriage, Percheron and myfelf, 

VO L, 1. H and 
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and were inftantly off. Arrived at the houte, 

of my friend,. the fir£l objects that faluted ' my 

. eyes were his trunks and packages colleCled' 

together to be conveyed· on board the {hip; 

which, as I learned from himfeIf, was to fai). 

the next day. In vain had the phyficians re

prefented that his health was in too feeble a 

£late to encounter fo tedious a' voyage; that 

he ought £ir£l to fpend two or three montHs 

in the country to regain the neceifary fl:rength ; 

ap.d that the {hip, befides, in which he pur

pored to embark, being t~o : fmaH' to admit of 

the proper accommodations, he was rafhly ex

pofing hi'mfeIfto almoft certain death: nothing 

could diifuade him. Prejudiced againft a coun

try in which he had ex.perienced a variety of 

troubles, and which were Ifkely to increafe, lie 

longed for the moment of withdi'avving from 

it. In Holland, too, he had left a refpectable 

fatber, whofe image was alive in his heart, 

and his feparation from whom he had always 
regretted. In a word, he preferred the hap
piners of feeing his family to the cares and 

anxiefies which accompany wealth and follow 

in the train of empty honours. 

Subject, myfelf, to Ilm;lar recolleCtions, and 
capable, 
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capable, in his fituation, of imitating his c6'u-' 

dua, I could not, {hong as was my attach

ment to him, atternpt iocombat fo deterillined 

a refoiution; and i tHerefore thought only 

how to employ to the' greatefi advantage the 

few and fleeting moments of friendihip that 

J"emainecl.. I w~s anxious 11€ {hould take witil 
" " . 

him fome pledge of my regard. He was no 

naturalifl, exce pt fa fa~ as he had imbibed 
from nie a tafle for the fiudy; yet I feleaed 

from every detcription .of my treafures a valu

able ca?inet of curioGties of natural hifiory, 

which I fent on board with his other effeds: 

and i had almoll refoIved to ~mbark myfelf, 

fo great was the dejeCIion o'f my m\nd at the 
idea that I fll0l1id nb longer have before "my 

eyes this judicious counfellor, this confoiing 

friend, whd had more than once received into 

ilis bofom the overflowings of my heal:t, at a 

time tao when he had his own vexations to 

devour. 

The 25th of Oaober 1783, a melanchoty 
epoch that has a thoufand times recurred to my 

remembrance, and that has oceaGoned me, of 

all the events of my life, the greatefi portio~ 
of wearifomenefs and regret, at length arrived. 

H 2 It 
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It was ne<;effary tci feparate. "I departt {ain 

he, previous °to his quitting me, " perfeCtly 
. " tranquil as to every thihg whkh n~lates to 

"yourfelf: I have recommended you to my 
" moil: intimate friends, whofe care you will 

"experience, and for whom I can anfwer ail 
" faithfully as for myfelf. Meanwhile, that I 

"may not, when abfent, be totally uncon

" neCled with your grand expedition; I willi 
" to contribute to it a few trifles, tnat are no 
~, longer neceffary to me, and which I beg you 

"to accept : they are my two hunters, my 

" two fufees, and, in iliort, to [ave you the 

" trouble of liftening to a dry catalogue of in

" fignificant articles, my whole [porting aC4 

~, coutrements." 

I was fo oppreifed that I could not anfwer. 
Without giving me time to fpeak, he pointed 
to a morning-gown placed on a chair, for which 
I had obferved in him a particular predileCtion, 
though he [eldom wore it except upon certain 
fixed days. "The fl:uff," [aid he, " of which 
" this garment is made, was once worn by my 
" mother, who, upon my departure for Africa, 
., entreated I would wear it in my turn out of 
" love to her, as a monument of her affeCtion 

" and 
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"and an eternal pledge of remembrance. I 

" have hitherto difcharged this duty with the 
" moil: filial tenderne[s, though it has long 

" painfully reminded me that this dear parent 
"is no more; but no.w that ~ am going to 
" reflde with my father to confole and comfort 
,6 him in his old age, can I any longer pre

" ferve what would inceffantly expofe to hi$ 
" view the lofs he ha-s fufl:ained? No; it is my 
" friend who muil: henceforth wear it for me ; 

" by this title is it, my dear Vaillant, that I 
" tranfmit it to you, not as an ordinary pre .. 
" fent, but as a legacy that was bequeathed me, 
" a legacy that I value, and of which I charge 

" you to acqllit for me the dllties, by uung it 
" agreeably to the intentions of my venerable 
'~ mother." 

Such a prerent a& a morning-gown to a tra
veller aCCD {tomed to a very different fl:yle of 
elrers, almofl: alway,s equipped in a hunting 
jacket and with a fufee in his hand, will ap.,. 
pear laughable enough to the reader, who will 
conceive it much better fitted for the ilioulders 

of one of our phyficians or [olicitors of the 
ancient mode. But the occaG.on of this fcene, 

which fQ many would look upon as calculatec! 

H. 3 for 
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. f0r a Barth910mew frolic, ftamps on it fuch 
affecting rrtarks of fimplicity, goodnefs, and 
Dncerity, that even to this moment it excites in 

my mind the tendereft emotions. The gown 
itfelf is of no value: but the ideas it revives are 

touching. The hand from which I receiveq 
it is fa qear ~o me, that now, after ten years 
have elapfed, I cannot contemplate without 
pleafure the remains of a garment, which I 
plade a point of wearing to [he lafi thread as 

foon as I became more fettled. The mort beau
tiful relic of antiquity would not h,+ve been 

more religio ufly preferved. 
I threw myfelf into the arms of my friend 

with tears in my eyes, and I felt his alfo 
moirlen my cheek . Hi$ houfe, where every 
thing was in motion, was an affecting fpectacle: 
it refembled the hurry of a removal upon the 

approach of robbers. The abandonment of 
places tp which we have 'been fo 'firongly at

tached, and in which we have tafted the truefi 

and m~fi innocent enjoyments, has in it, tQ 

minds of fee}ing; fomething that is dreary and 
difconfolate. T he habitation of my friend !bared 

~ little in . the regrets that I felt for the maHer; 
an article of furniture, the fimpldt things that 
".. . , ' " .' he 
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'he was in the "habit of ufing, painfully at-, 

traCted and fixed my regards. Th~s <ac1Jte [en

fibility is the inheritance and ' misfortune of a 
[mall ,number only of human beings : where.., 

ever it exil1:sit gives a~ual life to the moft in
animate objeCls, But w.hat ,rendered the [cene 

1iHll more affiiCling, was the mournful filence " 

'CDf our common fr}ends affembled round ,the 

,one who was leaving us. We accompanied 

him to the boat that was to tear him from .0ur 
embraces. As he would not Juffer;us to attend 

him to , the (hip., we remail1ed on the !hore 

following him with our eyes. A r:rived ,on 

boal'd, he waved hi,s handkerchief from the 
deck,as the :laft, tthe tar;ewel fignal pf ,friepd·· 

(hip. 
A ,perron ~ually dear to us 'both topk <pit.y 

,on my fufferings, and conducted me ,to :his 

houfe. We {pent the day in enumerating I the 
various inftances of benevolence which had 
honoured the public and private life of the 

beft of men. I-lis nam.e wasinceffantly in our 
mouths. 'While Wt! were ·thus .foothingly .oc

cupied, our grief was iuddenly renewed Py the 

report of the guns from ,the harbourafld the 

:rart, which announced th,e ckpa rtureof the 

yeiTel, 
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veffel, and faluted the, fifcal for the Iail: time. 
I flew to the turret of the houfe, and, with my 
gla[s, I faw the veffelfailing fo rapidly before 
the wind, that it quickly fu nk below the 

horizon. 
When night arrived, I returned to my old 

apartment. It feemed a prifon to me. Left 
to myfelf, I was like a culprit whom all the 

world had abandoned,' and who was delivered 

over to his remorfe. No lover eyer felt more 

acutely the pains of feparation. 
The next morning I was vifited by Ser

rurier, the new fifcal; Colonel Gordon, com
mandant of the place; Bakker, the fub
gov~rnor; Conway, colonel of the Pondicherry 
regiment, whom I have !ince had the pleafure 
of feeing at Paris; and, in {hort, by all the 
friends of my dear Boers, all the per[ons to 
whom he hadrecommeuded me, and who join
ed in aifuring me, that it {hould be their bun
nefs to make me forget, by their care, a lofs 
which was not lefs fenflbly felt by them than_by 

. me. Everyone entreated me to take LIp my re
fidenee at his hou[e; but among thefe offers I 
otlght particularly to notice that of Colonel 
Gordon, which was made in the name both of' 

him[~~f 
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himfelf and his wife, and with fo much impor
tunity, fuch extreme kindnefs and fincerity, that 
it was impoffible not to accept it. Befidse, in
dependently of per[onal ~bligations, and the 
fervices he bad rendered m~ from the moment 
of my arrival at the Cape, he had a tafie like
myfelf for natural hifiory; and I was attached 
to him by this circumfiance, . as well as by the 
ties of gratitude and friendiliip. I refolved, 
however, not to avail myfelf immediately of 
this obliging invitation, and I requefied that 
he ;ould fuffer me to remain in my prefent 
apartments till after the fale of Boer~'s effects: 
for the houfe was fiill completely furniilied, as 
he had taken with him fuch things' only as his 
voyage rendered abfolutely neceffary. 

When the fale at length took place, it proved, 
beyond any thing that had preceded it, the 
general dleem which the ex-fifcal had enjoyed 
at the Cape. The defire which every body 
felt of poffeffing fome portion of his effects, 
raifed them to a price greatly above their value; 
Among his friends there was even a warm con- _ 
tention who £hould have fu~h articles of the 
furniture as had been particularly appropriated 
to his perfonall1fe. All confidered it as a duty 

to 
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itO bave one lot at lean:; and I faw, with pe

.culiar fatisfaClion,1n the countenance of eac~ 

.. as they bore away their purchafes, a regret for 

t'he perfon to whom they had belonged. 
Previous to this {ale, the colonel had aiked 

m.~ to accompany . him in an experiment that 
he was de'firous of maKing in ,order to afcer

tain the pofi~ion and bearings ·of the Piquet 
mountain, as viewed from the Table mountain. 
The projeCl was no fooner known in the town, 
than a mlmber of officers belonging to the 
different regimen~s -of the 'gar-rifon ,requefied 
they ,might accompany :us. Of thefe perron

ages fome had 110 other inducement than that 
Qf enjoying, as mere lookers-on, t·he fpeClacle 
'cOf his labour, and others were idlers ata lofs 
how lto employ the day. The firft would be 
perfectly recompenfed with the fight · of :1 
magf\ificent profpect, and the bft with being 
able to fay, ,on their retum to Emope, that 
they had been at the tOF of the famous Table,. 
Though a troop like this w ould ,be more in
commodious .than ufeful, he yet acquiefced .; 
;md w~ fet out, .at .day-break, with the .necef
f.ary inltruments. A molt fortunate circum
.!.lance f.a vour,ed our operation: the i15:y, d,ur~ 

:lng 
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~ng the whole day, was perfetlly ferene, and, 
what is infinitely rare, not a fingle cloud upon 

the Table mountain came to annoy us. 

Up~m this occafion I experienaed the enjoy .. 

ment of a particular felicity; which was that 

of having killed, upon thlf platform pf the 

mountain, a bird of a new fpecies, which, till 
that moment, I had not feen in Africa, and 

which I have never met with fince. It was 

tlie rock black-bird. I bFOught it with me to 

Europe; it confiitutes at prefent an article in 

JIlY colleCtion, and will fOI'm, in the Ornithology' 
that 1 {hall foon publi{h, a new and interefiing 

fpecies, not unworthy the attention of the 
naturalifi. ' 

A bird killed fo near the town, and at the 

fame time new to all the inhabitants of the 

Cape, muft have been a {hanger to the place 
where I found it. 1 furpeCt it to have emigrated 

from that range of rocks and mountains, which, 

from their refemblance to chofe of the north 
of Europe, bear the name of the N orwegian 

mouNtains, ;'lnd which, detaching themfelves 

from the Table mountain, and firetc4ing to the 

J~)u l h, form what is called the foutbern p oint of 

Ajrica~ l\1any ~erfons ~av~ had the ~uriqfity 

~~ 
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to vifit this poi'nt" but they have arrived at it 
either by the [~a<-fide or by the route of Con-' 

. fiantia and Falfc-:Ba.y. I, on the contrary, was 
dehrous of finding my way thither along the 
top of the mountains themfelves. 

So Qew an enterprife feemed to promife m~ 
curious and unknown objects. I had nothing 
to dread on my journey but extreme fatigue, 
and the confideration of fuch an inconveni
ence was little calculated to flop me. 

A friend lent me two negroes, to whom I 
added a Hottentot, and I divided among them 

the labour of carrying my camp equipage, my 
carbine, a cloak, powder and {hot, fome dried 

provifions, and, in {hort, what appeared to me 
to be abfolutely indifpenfable; for, being obli
ged continually to a[cend and defcend, it was. 

neceffary that we {houJd have no incumbrance. 

118 for me, I carried my: double-hanelled fufee, 

had two piftols in my girdle, and was followed 
by three dogs, the choiceft of my pack. 

It was thus equipped, and favoured by the 
moft beautiful' weather, that I repaired to the 
fummit of the Table mountain: 

Seen from afar, and at a certain diftance. 
this mountain feems to terminate in a Bat top; 

<;\nd 
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~nd hence has arifen the nam~ of Table given 
to it by mariners and travellers. Its fummit, 
however, as I have already faid, is far from 
being a plain. InterfeCted throughout by 

enormous cavities, it at the fame time appears 
rugged with rid'ges, eminences, and high rocks; 
which, by their crumbling down and the 
changes they undergo, atteft how much they 
have loft their primitive form. Its longeU: 
fide is that which -looks towards the town. 
Not being provided with inftruments, it was ' 
impoffible for me to meafure the extent of it 
exaCtly. I however attempted it by walking 

feveral times over it; and I obferved that each 
time I went from the eaftern to the oppofite 
wefiern extremity, it required nearly twenty 
minutes: which certainly indicates a quarter of 
a league in length, at leaft. 

'While employed in my meafurement, my 

good fortune rendered me a fpefrator of an in
terefting phenomenon, w~ich the curious have 
often fought to ob{erve on the mountain, but 
which does not always prefent itfelf to the eye 
of the beholder with the fame magnificence: 
I mean the formation of one of thofe fouth
eafierly fiorms, produced by the accumulation 

2- of 
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of clouds on the fummit of the Table, whicH 

is vulgarly <;alled its peruke, as I have already 
{aid in my firO: Travels. 

This phenomenon I muO: here defcribe; but 

In the moft accurate manner; left the effect 

ihould be taken for the cau[e, and that which 

belongs to the one aferibed to'the (')ther. It 
was preceded by a train of fog, which we faw 
bruiliing .over the furface of the fea, and which 

advanced towards us, pailing over Table-Bay. 

lts approach announced to me a moft ·dreadfl:11 
tempeft; but I rejoiced that I was able fo be

hold and fiudy at this height the progrefs of fo 

beautiful a fpeB:acle, at the hazard of rome tri~ 
fling inconveniences, which could not be put in 

competition with the advantages I wa:sabout to' 

derive from obfervations, which, no circum..; 

fiances perhaps would ever put it in my power 
to repeat, if! fuffered the prefept opportunity; 
which prefented itfelf fo fortunately, to e[cape. 
\ Vithout delay, therefore, I pitched my tent 

towards the eafi, and as near as poffible to that 

part of the monotajn, which, aiready feparated 

from the Table by the progreffive and continual 

crumbling down of fragm(wts from the ac:tion 
of the wind~ and the rain, lS known by the 

I parti.cular 
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paorttcular name of the Devil mountain, and 
whieh is tending more and more to become 

infulated from the larg~ mars. 

The t,rain of fog foon covered t_he whole 

valley from FaIle-Bay to the bottom of the 

mountains, and at length entirely deprived Us 
0f the view of the charming landfcape of Can

ftantia, Nieuwland and. Ronde-B?fch; after 
which, becoming apparently larger, it foon 
reached the Table; and, in lefs than two hom::s, 

increafed to that degree that it not only covered 

~he fpace which feparated us from the Devil 

Luountain, but enveloped us alto on 'all fides. 

This mift wa;; fo oenfe that it was imp?ffible 

to diftinguifil any thing at the diftance of a 

foot from us. The atmofphere, however, 

lilotwithfl:anding the mQve~ent of this great: 

body of vapour, did not fe~m di'fturbed. I 
'"Quid not perceive a, breath of wind; but, in 

return, my clothes were infenfibly foake.d 

through. 

I have feveral times had aft, opportunity of 

remarking, that, when there clouds fpread 
themfelves ovcr the Table mountain, they 

covered only the ea!1ern part of it, while the 

weftern remil:ined pure and untouched. I knew 

alfo, 
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alfo, and' I have {aid elfewhere, that, during 

thefe fogs; a. plaflter, 'who fets out from the 

town in order tD go to Falfe-Bay, may make 

his chQice either to walk under a fcarch

ing [un, by ' proceeding to the weft, or to ex

pofe himfelf to continual rain byadvancmg on 

the cippofite Dde. But, as I was upon the 

mountain at the moment when the cloud W.:j.S 

condenfing itf<df I could eafily afcerti\in what 

part was ' cov~red, and what was not; and 

bei:.1g even enveloped in it I had nothing to 

do but to' walk ' forwards till I got out of it. 
This I di_d, proceeding towards the eaft of the 

plain, when I found myfelf expofed to the 

rays of an ardent fun, and 'under a iky in every 

part f(trene. 

My eyes were now gratified with, a view of 

the mqft beautiful horizon I had ever beheld. 

I could difiinguiIh all. , t~e- plantations which 

decorate the Tiger mountain, Blauw-Berg, 

Groene-I~loof and the Piquet mountain; the 

town lay almoft perpendicular under my feet; 

but when, with my perfpeaive glafs, I looked 

at the we~ther-cocks of the houCes, I obferved 
that they were turneo in e,~ery direCtion, whi'ch 

indicated that the greateft calmnefs prevailed 
there, 
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there; as well as on the mou'ntain, where there 

had not been the leafl: movement in the ;air, 

fince the leaves of fhe trees repored in pro

found tranquillity, 
The bay difpiayed a fpdl:acle ftill more 

afioniihing. The northern part of it waq ex

pored, at that time,' to a very violent gull af 
wind, which did not extend to the fo uthern 

part. Thus, three !hips in the latter feemed 

to enjoy a perfect calm, whi le all thofe which 

were at anchor in the other, were agitated by 

a furious blafl:. From this firiki ng contraft~ 

and I might almofl: fay incredible, in fo fmall 

a fpace, there ' refult~d a 'Very great difference 

in the colour of the watet. This double effect 

appeared to me like a Ihagic piaure; for it 
exhibited as it were in the fame frame, and 

without any interval, at once a calm and a 

tempefl:. 

The concluf!ons I · drew ftom it are as fol. 

lows: The wind, which had taken its rife on 

the furface of the Indian ocean, blowing with 
violence, entered by Falfe TIay, pa{fed to the 
Table Bay only through the defile that [epa
tates the two hays, and followed its direction 

in the northern part of the harbour; while the 

VOL. I. E projeaion 
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projection fc:mned by the mountains t0wanfs: 

the Cape" and at the Cape it[elf, dc:adened the: 

greater pal:t of. its forGe. It cannot be [aid~ 

therefore, that the eollecHofl of clouds on the 

fouth-weft,. which are- accumulated over the 

Table mountai·9-,-.aud. which thence precipitate

themfelves over the-town, oceafion there thofe 

fhlriousblafts of wind, fo inconvenient and at 

the [arne tim~ fo faluhrious to the inhabitants of 

the Cape; for I have feen ~he greatdl: tranqllil

lity prevail, not only in the town, but in aU 

that part of the harbour, which, being oppofite 

to the direCti<Jn of the mountain, mufl: naturally 
ihdt~Jr them on that fIde', During the whole 

time J reuded.at the Cape, I indeed always re-, 

marked: that the hurricane was never by any 

means fo violent wh<:;n the clouds remained in a 

flate of flag.nation, and, as it were, fufp.ende dl 

<?~er the fum mit of the moumtain: the fame 

circumfranG:e happens in all the interior parts 

of Africa; and every where, in {hort, where 

great heights oppofe a barrier to this impetu

ous wind. 
About one in the afternoon, judging that 

the cloud had attained its maximum of increafe, 

1. retired from it in order to [urvey it in a more 
l favourable 
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favourable point of view, and to afcertain, if 
pollible, its height. At a diflance it exhibited 

the appearance of a mafs of fog, forced toge
~her and compreffed by its own weight. Its ex- -

tremities, or upper and lower edges, were very 

apparent. I could perfeCtly diftinguiib. where 

it terminated, and I can affirm that its height 
was n(:)t more than fifty or fixty feet. 

The {harp and elaftic air of the mountain 

had given me fe>- keen an appetite, that, how
ever refolved I was to continue my obferva

tions during the remainder of the day, I was 

obliged to fufpend t,hem for a while, that I 

might go and tak~ fome refreihment in my 

tent: but fcarcely had I again entered the .fog 

when I felt a light wind, exseedingly cold 
and cutting, which had not exifted in the 
mormng. It was fo weak, indeed, that I af. 
cribed it to the motion of the vapour, which 

continued ftill increafing. As it, however, oc
cafioned me fome inconvenience, and I was 

here lefs than any where elfe in a fituation to 
continue my refearches, I 'caufed my tent to 
be removed, and went to pitch it at the eaftern 
extremity of the plain. 

My ne~roes and my Hottentot being totally 
I 2. ufelefs 
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ufelefs to' me in the bufinef-s I was engaged Jn 9• 

I was defiwlls of deriving lome other beneht 

from them, by employing them, for the relt of 

. the day, to fearch on the mountain for a pre

tended monument,. re[petting the exifience of 

which I had long been tormented. 

Kolben fays, that in 1680 the governor 
Van der Stel having made an excurfion to,tP...e 

Table mountain, in company with fevera:l 
ladies of the Cape, and particularly the lady 

of the gov.ernor of the Ind ies ; and being defi

rous of leaving. to pofi~rity a. folema,· f;Il.onu

ment of this party of pleafure, and of the great 

efforts made by his young compani·ons, he cau

fed to be etetted on the fpot a column or pyra,

mid,. with an infcription proper to tranfmit to 

after ages the remembrance of his great Elame. 

The autholi even enters into details, and relates 
particular circumftances of this journey, to in
duce the reader to give credit to it: but notwith

fiahding the diligellt fearch made by my compa
nions, they found not the fmalleft vefiige of this 
pretended coluron ; whkh, if the fiory of it be 

true, mufteither ba ve been deftroyed by time, or 
fome other hand inimical to fuch erettions. 

I fiill continued to follow all the move
ments 
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wents of the cloud. Part of it had detach ed 

:itfelf, and, paffing through the hoIl ow 'which 

feparates the De:v il from the Table mou'ntain, 

proceeded to (ettle 'On the 'bac'k of tae latter, 

where it appeared fl~{pended, as in a f!:ate of 

f!:agnati'Gn, wit.hout ·having a-ny further commu

nicati0R with the gr-aod mafs. Ab0'l1t fi ve 

,o'clock this detached 'part feemed to be prdfed 

down, and to have become h,eavier. I imagined 

thatit wasgoing to precipitate itle-If on thetewn, 

and to occafion there one of thore hurrica nes 

f-o common at the :Cape ,in the mooths ·of 

March and April, but uncommon at the{eZl[on 

when I obferved it. I was,' however, deceived. 

Without diminil11ing in height,it moved 

beyond the \B.at fummit, defcended below 'its 

edges, and, winding along the declivity , rejoined 

the cloud at the Devi'! mountain, with which 

it became confounded, fo that t'hey were again 

formed int'O one. All this was effeCted wit1:;l

out tbe leaf\: ·difurder 'in fhe a'ir. The harbour 

itfelf ceafed to be agitated by the wind; and fG 
u!Jiverfal was -the calm, as to lnake me renounce' 

a'll hopes of a florm, with the figbt of which I 

thould have been highly gratified; 'but whic'h, 

!by its effects, ' wml1d have affoi'ded no fuch 

, X 3 ;;lmlJfem~eat 
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amufement to the inhabitants of the town, who 

weie not equally interefted in making obfer

varions on it. 

The approach of night made me fame a. 
mends for thiE dif'appointment, by prefenting 

a very clifferent picture, lefs uncommon, in
cleeJ, but perl)aps more fublime than the grand 

tempeft with the fight of which I had flattered 

myfelf. The pitl.ure I mean, was the [un 

fetting in the ocean. One might have faid, 

that it was the arrival- of the mafter of nature 

at the boundaries of the \\ arId. I raw this 

globe of fire plunge vyith majefty below the 

waters, and vanifh from my fight. How en .. 

chanting was the fpeetacle he prefented to my 

a(tonifhed eyes; when, fweeping the furface of 

the deep. he feemed all of a [udden to embrace 

the abyfs, in order to regain, as Offian fays, the 

vaft palace of darknefs. On his approach, the 

waves raifed their agitated heads to be gilded by 

his light; but their colours, illuminated by his 

rays, infenfibly died a\vay, and totally vaoiihed 

the inftant he difappeared . . The ocean was no 
:ivnger enlightened, but the immenfe veil of 

c1buds which had colleClod on the eaft, ftill re

BeQed his flames from its upper fl,lrfa€e. Their 

whole 
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wh.o'1e ·ma:[s reprefent,ed mou'ntains of fnow, 

:and their -top difplayeda zone refplendtmt 
with aU the ,co}.ouTsof the rainbow: This 

fpeClacle lafted <mly for a moment; but at the 
diftance Clf abont thi,rty leagues to the north, 

dIe Piquet moutltains., fi:ill higher. than the . 
Table mountain, -retained, for fome time, the 

'11ght ·on their maJefric ;tClpS, that feemed to pro
jeCl from the purp~e apd vi01etground of the. 
fky. They mi'ght mave been fiyled light
houfes, ,de.ftined .tJo en11ighten the in,t,erior parts 

of the continent during the ohfcUTity {)f the 
night. How litde i-s man to this .ex.alted heigh~ 
and how w:retched ar,e his paffions when he 
-Compares himfelf with imtnenGty '! 

On theappmach '0f darknefs., ,the baboons 

had retired to theIr holes; the v\Jltl,lres had 

quitted the phin" arnd r,eturned to the l'o..cks: 

fome fma'll bi:r~s on~y fiiH flutter.ed aTOund me., 
and, fcatt~ed, ' ov.e.r the ilirubs amd the bufues~ 

f 

were celebrating with -their :concerts the dofe 

.of fo beautiful a day" Their f,Gn:g die.d away 

,with the twilight; ,obfcurity gave up the monn

tain to funereal birds of prey i and I, thought

ful and melancholy, returned to my tent, 

which my people had already flJrrounded with 

I f ~ large 
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a large fire, for the purpofe of keeping at a dif .. 

tance noxious -and deftrllctive ani~a1s that 
:!h un the light .. 

I ha' I rearon to expect that I {bonld meet on 

the mountain with <). kind of enemy frill tnore 

dan gel olls than there animals: I mean thofe 

fugitive :Oave~ who quit their mafters' habita

tion to re fi de am9ng the rocks , aqd who take 

ad vantage of the night to plunder the neigh

bouring plantatiom. I had to fear, tha,t for.pe,of 

~hef€ de[erters !nig4t be (:oQcealed in my neIgh

Qourhood, and that, favoured by the darknefs
l 

they might attempt to [urprife or attack: me. I 

had, however, taken the neceifary precautions; I 

was too well armed to dread fuch a combat;-and 

the vigilanc~ of 01)' three d.og!3, frill mor~ than 

my fires, enabl ed me to n;pofe dllring the whole 

night in fe curity. 

The fog becam~ fo inoiO: that, when day ap

peared , I felt myfelf in my tent quite pene

trated with cold l notwithfrClndiqg a v~ry thick 

~loak which I had wrapped round me, and 

with which I was entirely covered. If fuch 

was my utuation, it may be judged what my 

people mufl: have fuffe red. To recover from 

!'DY numbne[s? I determinep to remove to a, 

P'lH 
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part of the mountain 'wh~r'e f c;nceived there 

woulcl be no fog. I expeCled to Gnd the' funthere, 

as I had found him the preceding day'~ but the 

cloud had partly covered him, ana he did not 

make llis appearance till he had p~{fed the me

Tidian. 'Whl1e waiti~lg for his ' arrival to warm 

me, I 'traverred the platform with l"ny fufee, 

hoping to procure [orne proviGons, if I found 

-any game in my way. I, however, faw only 

fome vultures, which, perched on th€ edge of 

tbeir holes, benumbed by the cold, and foaked 

with the dew, were alfo waitiQg for the [un to 

dry themfel yes and take their flight. In this 

condition, they feemed to be incapable of mov

ing theif wings, and fuffered me to approach 

almoft clofe to them. I killed ieveral of them; 

and when the fun had re-appeared, ~nd I felt 

myrelf warmed, I ordered one to ' be roafted, 

intend ing to dine upon it with my people: 

but the fmell was fo dilgufHng, and the tafie fo 

detefiable, that I could not endure it. My 

t .. Y O negroes alfo loathed it; and even my dogs, 

after having fmel1ed to it, turned away wIthout 

Itouching it. My Hottentot alone ate of it; 

and to hiJU it WflS tolerable~ becall[~ it Wfl.S 

fat, 
'vVhen 
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\Vhen we had dried ourfe1ve.s thol'ougMy, 
we !truck the tent; and defcencliag OIl the fouth
eaR fide of the Table mountain,- I made my 
}'lay th'l'ough the th-orns and bullies to the 
F.alfe-Lion's-head; for fuch is the name of a 
mounta.in unfortunately celebratecl by fame 

fhipwrecks, and very jtafily dreaded by ma
riners. To und~.fland this, it mufl be recol- _ 

leB:ed that, as I have already feveral times ob
ferved, tkere is another mountaill called the 
Lion's-head.,which is aland-marktopi10tscom

ing from Eu,rope to the Cape. The [alfe head 
takes its name from ~the refemblance it has to 
the real bead, though it is not fa high; and 
this conformity is fo much the mOTe dangerous. 
as, near this mountain,· the,re is another, which~ 
terminating ·in a flat like the Table, reprefents, 
when {een fliCDffi a difta:nce at fea, the weftern 
face of the htter. In foggy weather, if the 
pilot, deceived by this reremblance, makes 
towm-ds the land, thinking to enter the bay of 
the Cape, he is loft, as his vdfel is [ure to be 
{handed on the fand- banks of the (hore. There 
is, however, a fure and infallible ,mark to di[.,. 
tinguifh them, which I think it my duty to 
point out. The LiQl),' S-hea? is totally infulated 

00 
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on the north fide; there being only ,the back 
. part of the Lion-mountain, in that quarter, I, 

that can !how itfelf, and which is confiderably 

lower; while the falfe hekd feems to,adhere 

without interruption to a chain of mountains 
which, on the north, becomes united with the 
Table mountain, and, on the fouth, extends to 
the point of Africa, where it forms the pro· 
montory. In very hazy weather, indeed, the 
mark I have here pointed out becomes ufelefs ;, 
becaufe, the body of the mountains being then 

involved in fogs, their fummits only which are 
above the vapour can {how themfelves. But 

. in that cafe there is another certain mark of 
diftinCl:ion. The Lion's-head having on ' irs 
northern fide no other mmmtain fo high as it. 
felf, its top muft be feen alone in that quarter; 
whereas the faKe head having, towards the 
north, other fummits equally elevated, thefe 
fummits and that of the falfe head ffil1ft be 
feen at the fame time. If the pilot, t?erefore, 
uncertain which of the two heads he perceives, 
fees to the north of that head, and in the fame 
line~ the tops of other mountaim, he cannot be 
mifiaken; it is the falfe head which prefents 

itfelf i bQt ~f he Qbf~rves nothing on the 
northern 
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northern fide 'of the point, ,and if of the moun- , 

tains he difHnguiilies it be the laft towards the 
north, it is the real hea,d; for the rump of the 

Lion; which for~1s part oEit, is low, and when 

feel'lcannot be miftaken. It will readily be 

remarked that the[~ appearances can occur only 

to veffels whic1i4 coming from Europe or the 
Indies, find themfelves to the fouthward of the 

entrance of the bay: thofe which are more to 
the north have a quite different view; and in 
that cafe it is impoffible for them to fee the faire 

head, as they muft thea perceive-the mountains 
ofLhe Cape, fuch, a-Imo.f!:, as they are here re
pre[ented; for whefl I took: the view of them 

I was up on Roben iilancl. - With regald to 
the other view, ,that was alfo taken on my ar

rival at the Cape; but, the drawing having been 

torn in two, I loft a part Df it. I have, how

ever, fubjoined here the remai111ng part, wh-ich 
I 

extends only to the Falfe Table. 
I ilialr not enlarge upon the importance of 

t~efe obfervations: to ptlbliili them is, in my 
opinion, ferving the ,cau[e of lHlInanity; and 

had l:ny voyage, after fa much expence and 
fatigt~e, been productive of no other good than 

that of preventin~ a fingle iliipwreck, I iliould 
hq.vf. 
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have applauded myfelf during my whole life 

for undertaking it. 
From the Table mountain to the Falfe head~ 

I every where obferv'ed,-througho.ut the whole 

tract of country that I traverfed, a great num

b€r of birds of the fpecies of the blackbiJ:d" the 

thru(l1., a~d , the black and yellow bird '* ; and 

after palling the latter mountain, a number of 

bee-eaters, of the kind which are Tound in th(;: 

fouthem provinces of France, and in Italy. ' At 

the Cape, as in Europe, thefe charming winged 

animals are birds of pa1Tage. They flew about 

in thoufands before me in the valley, and fettled 

in flocks on the bullies and llirubs with w.hich 

it is c;:overed. Under other circumfiances, their 

beauty wOlJld have been a fufficient motiVe 
with me to feek for them, but at that time thei r 

exquifite tafie was the temptation;, and wi th 

the advantage afforded me by their numbers, 

a few difcharges of my fufee direCted into a 

bulli procured a fupply of provifion for myfelf 

and people for a whole day. 

Their abundance in this place afionillied me 

the more, as I had obferved many birds of 

• See the note in page 259, Vol. I. of the Author's former 
Travel>. T . 

prey 
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prey of the hawk ,kind, which attacked them 

without m~rcy. The valley abounded too' 

with a prodigious ,quantity of green ferpents, 

()f from four to five feet in length. It was the 

humidity of the foil that attraEl:ed thefe reptiles, 

which was a:lfo favourable to their increafe. The 

multitude and uze . of them gave me no little 

uneafinefs; and I had the more reafon to be

lieve them venomOllS, as my dogs. which 

generally went before me in the bullies, now 
J"anged themfelves all three behind me, and 
advanced with feeming fear. To a£fure my

[elf of what I had to dread from thefe ene-

. -mies, I kille<il one, and examining its mouth I 

faw with joy that they were not dangerous. 
, For once my dogs were deceived; their in-

.' fiina was in fault; and I afcribed the error to 

the gradual change effeEl:ed in thefe dome/tic 
animals by education: wild dogs I am certain 
would not have thus been mifl:aken. 

Another caufe of uneafinefs, and one that 
appeared well founded, fl:ill alarmed m~: I 
mean the want of water on the tops of the 
mountains which I intended to traverfe, there
by to proceed to the promontory of Africa. 1 
was fearful I fhbuld be obliged to renounce my 

defign, 
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cleI1gn, that I might norbe diftant from fprimgs 

and fheams, or forced no de[cead cOflt~nually 

from dnioemces ~o quench our thirft in the 

valleys, wbich wouhd have ' oecaflomed at the 

fame time much fat-igue alilcd much laog·hl0r. 

We had al ready enough to fuffer from the C0r.J.

tinual afcending and defcending reql!lired il'li 

pailing from one mountain to anDther, without 
being fli1l forced to repeat feveral times a-day, 

under a {carching [1:10, this laborious exeroi.re. 

Happily however it wa-s not neceifary. Daring 

the five days that my journey lafted, I found 
in the difts and holes of the rocks.. {orne excel

lent rain water, and thefe fmaLl natural cifrern~ 

were fufficiently numerous, and had a fuffieiept 
abundance for all our wants. 

From the foot of the Table mountain to the 

point of Africa, the diftanceis generally reckoned. 

by the commonroute,to be eight leagues; I made 

it, by llJ.y windings and turnings, from twenty
five to thirty: but I experienced no obftacle, 

and I at length arrived at the formidable pro

montory, the moft celebrated and moft ftormy 

of all thofe of the antient world. The dangers 

of a fea almofl always raging oecafloned it to 

be: called, by the trft Portuguefe navigators, 

th~ 

l . 
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tIle Cape of Tempef1:s; a fatal appelJation; 

for which they foon after fubllituted the more 

'confoling 'ope of the Cape of Good Hope; 

when, upon opening to their fight th@ Indian 

ocean, it preiented to their barbarous avarice 

the polfeffion and treafures of the richell couu- _ 

try in the' uni verfe. 

Placed 011 a fpot of the glohe the moll fa

vourable, perhaps, for the grand fpectacles of 

nature; I had on my right . the Atlantic, oil 

-my left the Indian, and before me the South

ern ocean; which, breaking with fury at my 

feet, feemed as if defirous of attacking the 

whole chain of mou[).tairrs, and of fwallowing 

up Africa;, To re[).der more magl'rificent the 

fublime eifea: of this pi.cture, I had only one 

willi to make; which was, to behold one of 

thofe tornadoes that gave rife to the firft ap~ 

pellation of the promontory. For feveraI 

hours I entertained hopes of this gratification, 

upon feeing long trains of fog raifed by the 

wind from the fluface of the fea; but my ex

p-ectatio'!1s were foon frullrated, and the ai'r 

became fo pure and calm that I could verr 

clearly diftinguilli, at the eallern extremi~y of 

Falfe Bay, the fatuous Cape of Needles; which, 

when 
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whe'u [eamen have th'e misfortune to mif .. 

-calculate their longitude, expofes them to cer ... 

hin ihipwreck, and where were loft, among -' 

others, the ambaffadors fent by th~ king of 
Siam to the king of Portugak 

Notwithftandingthe ferenity whieh prevailed 
in the heavens, the fea experienced a degree 

of agitation. Its [welling, oppofed to feveral 

contrary currents, rendered it alfo noify-. The 
furgeshad not that rnajeftic regularity, in which, 
in happier climer;, we fee them roll to.wards 
the ihore; there, one after -another, to vaniih t 

Ii too faithful pifiure oflife, and of the annt'" 
hilation which follows it: 'on the contrary, 

broken agaihft each other; they dallied them'" 
,felves in confufion upon thofe ihoalsand rocks 
fo often buffeted by tempefts. 

As they reached the {hore, the waves threw 

out a number 0f ihells, and, among others, the 
ltauti/u.r papyraceu.r. Defirous of procurIng 

fOine of thefe univalves, fo delicate and tender, 
I went down to the ihore; but I foon pet-

. ceived that none of them were perfeCt, being 'all 

either broken and mutilated, or elre blackened 
by the putrefaction of the dead anlmal. Ob,

ferving fome alive, which the waves every 
VOL. 1. K. nQW 
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now and then prefented to our view, my pea .. 
pie waded into the water to catch them; but 

the m?ment· they appnvached their hands, 

the ihell inl.l:antly funk, and, with-all the art 
they employed, they cOhlld not get hold even 
of one; the inftina of the animal ihewed 

itfelf to be more fqbtle than they, and obliged 
them to give up the attempt. Amufed as much 

as difappointed by this dexterity, I called my 

fiihermen, who returned not ' a little aihamed 
a.t being out-witted by a ihell.n!h. , More fuc
ce£S.ful than they, ' I had the good fortune to 

kill feveraI mat'ine birds of the fpecies of the 

fea-gull and fea-fwaHow. One of the latter, 
charaCteriTed by a large bill of the colour of 

red coral, will form am~ng my def~r~ptions a. 

Ilew fpecies, entirely udknown to ornitho
logifts. 

BeGdes thefe birds, we faw foaring above 
the fea, and as far as our fight could extend, 
a prodigious nu'mber of white boobies *, which, 

with their wings folded and their necks ftretch
ed out, fuffered themfelves to ' drop heavily 
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trom the fry; like [0 many maffes of lead, 

upon the fifh which 'they obferved in the 
water. At the fame time the albatro{fes and 

frigats, more nimble in their motions, feized 

their prey, while bruiliing ~he furface of the 

waves with an eafy arid rap5d fl ight; and the 
pelican, with his huge body and broad-vyebbed 

feet, fwam majefticaliy along, filling his capa
cious gull et with the fmall fry, which he fiilied 
for with folemn gravity. Having, with a few 

tlifcharges of my fufee, difperfed all there 
winged tribes to a difiance, I retired. 

My tafie for new objetts led me' to avoid 

returning to the town by the way I had come: 

I knew that in the neighbourhood elf F alfe, ami 
near Simon's Bay, there were barracks, where ' 

a detachment of troops from the garrifon was 
always fiationed. A pofi fo difiant from the 
Cape is a kind of exile, during a great part of 

the year, to the men who are fent thither; and, 

for this reafon, care is taken everx three months 
to relieve them. ., 

A t that time, the commandant of this dreary 
defert was an officer whom I had often, had an 
opportunity of feeing at the houfe of Boers. 

1 was therefore defirous of paying him a vifit, 
K 2 and 



I and of taking advar.Jtage of this occafion to e1l

amine at le,ilure the bottom of the Bay. He 

not only r€!cei,ved me with cordiality, but, upon 
, t h e pretext that it was neceffary to arrange the 

fma ll collefrion of infects and binls which had 

been the, fruit flf my journey, preffet! me to 
fpend a few days with him, Wiilii-ng to vifie 
Cape FaIle, and the iliores oppofite the Bay, I 

accepted his invitation, and the next morning 
early a fifhing -boat that I met with conducted 

me thither. In traverfing this quarter, I beheld 
with aftoniiliment trwfe immenle hills of ihells, 

and (and whio:h, manifefl:ly formed by the lea1 

afterwards ferved it as a fuore, and are at pre

fent at a confiderabk diftance from it. Thefe 

undoubt~d monuments of its abode convinced 
'me, that this fea penetrated formerly to what 
is now a part of the' main land, and that it role 

there to a great height; that it has finee very 

confiderably retired, and, confequently, that it 
-daily loles ground, though it appears that it 

ought daily to gain, by the freCJuency of the' 
"fiorms, and the viol~nce of the winds, which 

, incel'fantly drive it towards the coafis. After 
my return from this trip, I fpennwo days m'ore

with the c;;om.mand.mt. Six hours, at mofi, 
were 
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were all that would be necefTary fol' me to re .. 

turn to the Cape by the ordinary route; but.L 

contented myfelf with fending back the two, 

negroes, that ~ad been lent me, l-oaded with 

the various objeB:s I had colleCled, and returned 

myfelf by the margin of the fea-{hore, follow

ing the windings of the bays ~nd creeks, be

ginning at the point of the nautili, andenrling 

on the fide at the weft. 

This journey, notwithftanding its !bort du

ration, was attended with fatigues which I had 

not farefeen. At every itep, fome obftac1e or 

other was fure to intervene. Here a projecting 

rock prefented itfelf, and there I was obliged to 

clambe.r a precipice with my Hottentot, affiit

ing each other in turos, and continually sx
pofing ourfel ves to the riik of flipping, and of 

being thereby precipirated into the abyfs'below. 

At one time, a rapid declivity oppofed our de

fcent, and we had no re[ource but that of com:

mitting ourfelves to its mercy, by gliding down 

on our backe, in danger of being mangled and 

torn by our fall. At another, after much toil 

and labour, I found myfelf ftoppeci by fome 

creek or piece of water, which, iordne; itfelf 

between t.wo high 'rocks, blocked up ~y paf-

K 3 iage, 
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fage, and obliged me to make long an dweari~ 

fome turnin~s , the leaf!: inconvenience of whicq 

was a mortify~ng ]o[s of time. 

My journey, however, was at length hap

pily accomplifhed. But it is not h ere that I 

:!hall give the refu1t of it. The excurfion w hich 

I made afterwards~as far as the tropic, enabled 

me to become acquainted with other circum

fiances of a fimilarnature, and to convinc~ 

myfelf, that not only the fouthern point of 

Africa, but alfo its interior mountains at a great 

diftance within the land, have in part been co

vered by the [ea. At fome future period I 
, \ ' 

fhallpubli!h my remarks and refleCtions upoq 

this fubjeCt; at prefent I !hall content ~y[elf 

with obferving, that the ideas I h~ve here [ug-: 

gef!:ed become [0 evident, upon viGting the 

coaf!:~ of the ~olony, that the~ have {huc~ eveq 

the H?ttentots themfelves; ~nd it is probable 

that the Table, as well as the two neighbouring 

~ountain$, and ;Il t~ofe whi~h form:,-the chain; 

extending to the promontory, were formerly 

il~ i{1~nd; feparat~a from th~ co~~in~nt by aq 
arm ?f the fea,w~ich reached, from TabI~ ' to, 

Falfe Bay., and formed a junCtion between 

th~~~ It is hardl! poffible to r~fufe to this 
con-
\.- " ..... 
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conjeCl:ure the force of truth, when we furvey 

the low plaiI1, and fee that it conG(ts of nothing 

but a mixture of [and and {hells half decom

pofed. 
To this ,evident faCt I {haH add another, 

which is, that this part of. Africa, which 
I affirm, and with great rearon, to have 

been an ifland, has formed three very dirtinct 

enes. I had a proof of t his in croffing the 

chain of mountains of granite, of which I 
have before fpoken. I obferved there two 

long defiles, lying in a direCtion from eaft to 

weft, and which, it is probable, were formerly 
ftraits. That which ends at the bottom of 

Falfe Bay, is ftill covered with a fand-hill ; the 

other terminates a~ Baie-aux-Bois (woody 
bay.) To point them out to the reader, I 
have taken care to dot them in my chart. In 
fllort, being on different levels, it carmolt be 
doubted that tl~ey 'Ycre formed at different 

periods. However ancient may be that epoch, 
there is one ftill more remote; when the Table 
mountain itfelf, ~levated as it is above the level 

of the ocean, feems neverthelefs to have been 
rartly covered by its waters. 

As to the natural niftory 

K4 
of this part of 

Africa 
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Africa which I travelled, I will freely confe.fs~ 
~hat I had formed of it too extravagant an 
idea j for, of birds, I found no other kinds than, 
are to be met 'with in abundance throdgh the 
whole diihic( of Conftantia, Ronde-Bofch, and 

Nieuw-land; where th€y may be obtained with 
kfs trouble than on thofe lofty mountains, 
which arefo difficult to be climbed. One alone 
feemed to prefer.a habitation among thefe {leep 

rocks; which was a particular kind of wood~ 
peeker, of the {ize of our green wood-pecker~ 
and with a reddifh belly. Nature, who does 
not confine herfelf to general rules, and who 
takes pleafure in attending to the minuteft de
tails, fporting with the fyftems of our metho
dical naturalifts, has given to this red-bellied 
wood-peeker, habits the very reverfe of what. 
are obfervable in all other birds that we know 
of the fame fpecies j for it never climbs trees, 
but perches itfelf, like other winged animals, 
upon the branches, and feeks its food in the 
earth, ·into which it forces its bill, and its long 
~ongue, armed with a dart, to drag out its 
vrey. in the fame manner as other wood-peek
ers do on worm-eaten trunks. 

The only quadrupeds that 
Q . 

inh:lbit thefe 
heights, 
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heights, befide baboons, are the Kai1??Ji ef the} 

Hottentots, or Klip-fpringer of the putch 

planters, a fpedes of antelope, found only on 
the moLt inacceffible rocks, and of which I {hall 

fpeak elfewher~. In the low bottoms aJld val
leY8, and pqrtic;ularly u,pon the borders of th~. 

fmali rivuleJ that pours itfe!f into Bale~aux-Bois~ 
are found fome Grys-bQc, and Duykers, two fpe
cies that I have formerly mentioned. 

Every evening I heard the roaring ofhya:nas, 
but I never met with any of them in the cOlJrfe 
of the day. Once only I had a p:;trtial view 
of a panther, among the fand-hills in th~ neigh~ 
bourhood of Falfe Bay. I faw alfo fome par
tridges of that large fpecies, very improperly 
called at tbe Cape, phearants. Shrubs and plants 
are very numerous on the mountains; but of 
thefe enough has been already faid by ThuIlh 
berg, Paterfon, and Sparmann. 

Upon quitting the lodging I had occupied 
at the Cape, in the houfe of Boer.s, I accepted 
one from Colonel Gordon, though it_ was pro .. 
bable that my plans would fuffer me to remain 
in it only for a very iliort time. 

Scarcely had I taken poifeffion of it, when I 
pegan top repare for my departure, and gave 

even 
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.even fome orders refpecHng my carriages and 
,cattle: but the Colonel, WUe> was acquainted 

with the couqtry through which I was abvut 

to commence my journey, and who had travel

led over a part of it, ftopped me in my career, 

by aiTuring me that, if I departed before the 
:rainy [ea[on arrived, I £hould find only parched 

and barren deferts, where I £hould infallibly 
die of thirft, with my whole caravan. 

This argument brought me to a determina
tioh; for it was impoffible not to yield to the! 

advice of a prudent ~lDd enlighteced man, who 
[poke from experience. My confidence in 
him was fo great, that I never even thought 

of objeCl:ing to what he faid. - He had travelled, 

indeed, to the north of the Cape, as I was 

preparing to do; but, as it was ~ot my in
tention to pur[ue the fame route, the advice he;: 

gave was by no means applicable tome; as, in 
the end, I too fatally experienced. I caution 
future travellers, ther.efore, who £h all undertake 

a fimilar. excmfion~ not to follow my exam pIa, 
but to fet out from the Cape at the time of the 
intenfe heat, or, at leaft l.. fo to f~ttle their depar_ 
ture, that) during the [llmmer of the country; 

that is to f~y, from November ~o February, 

lh~y 
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fh€y may be in a higher latitude than that pf 
!he frontiers of the colony. I fnilH- particu." 

larife e1fewhere my reafons for fp~aking in this 

p1anner, and the read er will fee in what mif

fortunes r was involved by un~ert!lkin!S thi~ 

journey at an unfeafonable perioq. 
, It was then the month of January, and, 

flgree;:tbly to the adviee of the Colone]~ I w;:ts 

p.ot to depart till May. By deferring it fo 

long, I ~ould make my preparations at my lei
[ure, with more Care, and ev~n with more eeo:

nomy: ano~henl:dvantage Was, that it woul~ 
~nabie JIle to complete, as far as poilible? a coi

l~cti()11 of the animals' of theeolony. My dif

after in the bay of Saldanha had confiderably 

inj l1red this projeCt, and now that it was iJ;l my 

power to finilhit, I coulc! not fuffer the oppor
tunity to efeape. 

Such of the' Hottentots as I had retained in 
f!1Y fervice finee my firft journey, wer~ at 

9roene-I~.loof, employed in 'keeping and loo,k
ing aft~r my oxen: I paid a vifit to my herds 
~nd their guardians, and had rea Con to be fatif_ 
ped with both. Remarking however that, 
fimong my cattle, there were three or , four 

'VYhi~~ h~~ been too much fatigued by their 

former 
", , 
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former excurfion, to be able to endure a [e

cond, I parted with them. Colonel Gordon 

le~t me fou·r .excellent oxen, which he had 
~rought back with him from his expedition, 

and I purchafed be fides a new team that coft , 
me a hundred and fixty-five rix dollars. \Vith 

regard to my people, they all not only {bowed 

the greateft ·eagernefs to accompany me, but 

had infpire th fame ar our into fome of their 

eomrades, whofe courage a?-d fidelity they in 

fQred, and who had requefl:ed them to beg that 
I would accept of their fervices. Could I fore

fee that fuch fair promifes would afterwards be 

belied? 
Ai the Cape, I experienced marks of kind

nefs from all quarters. The friends of Boers, 

become more particularly mine fince his de
panure, ftrove who fhould ?e the fi rfl to offer 

me fome prefent., either to add to my flores, or 
to complete my equipage. The wife of the 
Colonel referved to herfelf the exclufive privi-

I lege of fupplying me with fugar~ and other 

nece.£fary provifions for my table; while her 

hu:lband, military even in his gifts, begged me 
to accept of a new marquee, and the fervices 

of the annOllrer of his regiment to repair my 

fufee~. 
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fufees. Van Genep, the poil' captain, who 
had fLlcceeded Staaring, ordered 'me, from his 

fro res, a mof!: beautiful tent, in place of my 
own, which, from the continual rains I had 
experienced in the country of Auteniqua, had 
become ,unferviceable. , Gilkin, the cornman. 

clant of the artillel~, anel the officers of the 

garrifon, fent me a confiderable quantity of 
powder. In iliort, every perron was deurous of 
giving me fomethi ng'; and, fmm the general 
zeal difplayed in my favour, one might have 
fuppofed that my journey \,'as a public enter· 
priCe, to which all the inhabitants were bound 
to contribnte according to their abilities. 

I conudered myfelf as honoured by the fmal. 
lef!: trifles, and made it my duty to accept them. 
Among the prefents , of this kind I muft men~ 
tion ODe in particular, which was given me by 
the ~olonel, and accompanied. with fome plea~ 

fantry. It confifted of three grenadier caps, 
on the gilt copper-plates of which, lower than 
thofe of the French, was reprefented the 
crowned lion that forms the arms of Holland. 
He was aware that there caps were highly 
gratifying to the favages, and would gain me 

the 
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the good will bf the hordes whofe chiefs f 
fuould think proper to ornament with them . . 

I employed. !hem for that pt1 rpoie, as will 

hereafter be feen; in different places in the in

terior of the country; and I have often re

gretted the want of objeCts equally rare to the' 

favages; and which might have facilitated ad 

intetcourfe that it ' wou.1d be vain to attempt 

( in any other way. In general, and it cannot 

b€ too often repeated; it is only with toys, as 

One inay fay, that the fri enmlh ip of men 1n a 

flate of nature is to be conciliated. I aiD filled 
with a mixed fentiment of contempt and indig

hation1 when, in the accounts of travels among 
favages; I read hifiorie& of maffacres and wars, 

of which, without a bltifh; men often ayow 

themfelves the defenders, and which are exhr

~ited to Europeans as aas of prowefs, deferv.; 

ing of renown, . and worthy to be imita,ted; 

As for me, I have alre3.€ly faid, that my rea/on" 

ings upon this fubjeCt are very different: of thii 

the reader will be more and more convinced; 

as he follows me in my tnlvels. Experienced 

.as I am at pretent, it would be eafy for me fo 

to conduct myfelf, as ti0 avoid even: the thonght 
- or' 
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of an adventure thatfhould coil: the life of a 

fingle individual. It is in the name of lm
manity that I here exclaim againfl: the i~pu ... 
dent pretenfions of thofe travellers, who woufd 

go to the difl:ance of four · thoufa~d l~a~lleS 
from their native foil, to fubdue by the fword 

their fellow creatures, and make them adopt 

even their moil: ridiculous foJJles. By nature, 
man is neither good nor bad; fociety alone 

can render him worthlefs. I t req~ires no little 
add refs and fincerity to diveil: ourfelves all at 

once of our prejudices, and rife to a level with 
thofe whofe confidence and love it may be ne .. 

ce1fary ~o gain. , 
I did not delay, till the moment of my de~ 

parture, to provide myfelf with merchandife 

for barter, which might be ufefl1l to me in my 

rou,te. vVhenever a ve1fel had brought any 

trinkets- to the Cape, I procure9 an aifortment 

of them, and I had taken my precautions fo 

far back, as to be under nei uneafinefs on that 

head. My provifion of lead·, tobacco, glafs
ware, nails, and, above all, knives and tinder

boxes, was ready; and as my journey was to 

continue longer than the firil:, I had doubled 

the quantity, intending il:ill to augment them. 

ihould 
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fhould there be room in my waggons when t 
fet out. 

My kitch~n utenfils h aving been already 

. fufficient for me, I did not think it neceffary 

to make any addition to them. I only ex

changed a part of my porcelain for a few ar

ticles of the fame kind made of pewter. I fiili 
remembered the accidentthat had happened to 

it, when the waggon that carried it was ovel'

,turned in a river. Such conveniences are littl~ 

'of themfelves; but when cufiom has rendered 

them necdfary, we feel a degree of diflatisfac

tion at being reduced to a condition in which 

it is impoffible to procure them. 

- - I ought alfo to mention here other articles 

ho lefs effenfial, and of which I made ample 

.provifion. I mean needles, pins, and tweezers; 

. with a quantity of riband, and fome dozens of 

Indian handkerchie~s, particularly thofe of a 

red or blue c-olour. All thefe articles, which 

the wives or daughters of the planters incef .. 

fantly aile from travellers, are neceffary to gain 

.their affec\:ions, and perhaps fomething more 

when an opportunity offers. I tarried with 

me alfo, though very unfeafonably, a box filled 

with krcks alld padlo<>ks, imagining that by 
thefft 
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there I might rende-r a fervice to [orne of the in

'habitants in the interior parts of the country t 
but what would have afforded me confiderable 
plea[ure, in my firft journey, became uCelefs 
in this; as I found no occaGon of giving' away 
a fingle lock, except to a planter of Name;O'o) 

whO' accepted it, I believe, merely to oblige me" 
as I will,freely confefs I was ignorant myfelf 
where he could fix it, there being only two 

openings in his houfe, of which one, that 

ferved as a door, was {hut, during the night 
only, with an ox's hide; and the other, ferv

ing as a window, was dofed with the bottom 

of an old calk. Lafl:ly, knowing how much 
fnuff was in requefr among the women, I pro
vided myfelf with feveral pound6 of it. How
ever minute thefe details may appear, the'ir 

probab)e utility to future trav:ellers, who may 
undertake the fame expedition, leads m€: to 
-confider it as an indifpenfable duty not to pafs 
them over in filence. 

I had fent for SwanepO'el to town, to take 

'Care of my packages, and to confult him re
fpeB:ing my frotes. His knowledge in thefe 
matters was likely to he of ufe to me; and in

deed he reminded me of certain occurrences 
VQL, I. L ~hatl} 
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that, for want of the neceffary toofs, had occa"' 
f10ned us very great embart-aifments. To guard 

agai nft l.imilar -inconvenienceS, I appointed him 
infpettor-general of all my preparat'ions, charg
ing him to make a good alfortment of every 
thing likely to be ufeful, that we might be in 
want of nothing by the way. After difcharg
ing the duties ofltis office, he repaired without 
delay to the horde of Klaas, to inform him of 

the day of my departure, and to appoint a ren
dezvousin Swart-Land, at thehoufe of myfriend 

Slaber, ,:",here I purpofed to aifemble my whole 
caravan, and where one of my carriages had 
been previouDy fent a long time before. 

Of ' the Hottentots who had accompanied 

me in my firfi journey, there wer~ only eight 
with whofe conduct I had been Gonfiant1J' [a

tisfied. It was my willi, therefore, to retain 
{Jnly there eight, and I gave them notice of my 
lntention. In vain did the others come beg
ging that I wourd accept of their fervices; I 
kept to my refolution, and rejeCfed them. 
To fupply thelr place, Swaoepoel, on his re

turn, prepofed to me fome intrepid fellows of 
hIS acquaintance, for whom he became anfwer

able. Among- them were two exc€IIent markf-
-, ' men, 



~ ,~ . ' 

A F RIC A. 1>4-7 

hleri, who he thought might be ufeful, and 
whom; indeed, I accepted without heutation. 

I had it in my power to have enlarged my 
company with {everal perfons more. As every 
one at the Cape knew that my firft journey 
had been fortunate, that no other accidents 
had happened . to me than thofe which are 
unavoidable in fuch enterprifes; many pian
ters and Europeans wifned to be my at": 
fociates. I cannot repeat ail the requeO:s thai: 

were made me on the fubjeCt; but, faith
ful to my principles, and determined more 
than ever to remain perfeCtly free in my ope
rations, 1 fuffered my refoiution to be {hahn 
neither by perfonal confiderations, nor the 
moO: preffing importunities; and, under differ
ent pretences, foftened by politenefs and civI

lity, I found means to difembarrafs myfelf of all 
iny foiici tors. 

Among the number ,*-ras one in particular 
of the name, of PirJar, a keen fporlfman, a great 

frequenter of the woods; and more efpecially . 
celebrated for his dexterity in hunting ele

phants. This man, who by his great exploits 

in this way had acquired a certain celebrity in 
the colony, and of whom a hundred aCts of 

L 2 prowefs, 
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prowefs; ~a:C!:h more wonderful than anothd, 

were related, offered alfo to accompany me; 

and, by th~ .a~r of conSdence with which he 

prefemed himf< If, feemed perfuaded that I 
ought to elteern rnyfelf happy in having with 

me a hero of [0 ~xtraordinary merit. I ven

tured,.however, to: thank him j and my readers 

may juElge £er themfelves whe~her I was wrong 

in refullng. him, when I inform them that, 

having had the misfertune"to meet him on my 

way, he trad nearly oCGallo~d the death 0f my 

old Swan-epoel. 

I was; however, tempted to- make an ex

ception in: favour of a young. furgeon, who 

was extremely preffing in: his entreaties. The 

talents of a man of his profeffion might, in 

cafe of need, have become particularly ufeful 

both to me and my cara",TiNn. Befides, being 

oblige..d to have an intercourfe with the favage' 

tribes among whom I Was about to travel, I 
fhould have it in my power to adminifter to 

them affiitance, by whkh I fhould increafe to

w ards' l11 € their good-will and affeCtien: nor 

eould I reHeCt without pain on that unfortu

llateGonaqua man, whom I had feen in bis hut, 

abandoned to th€ moa dreadful tortme, with~ 

out 
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out my being able, from my ignorance of me
dicine, to relieve his fufferings. 

On the other hand, I had to fear thaJ the 

dangers and f;tigue of the journey would' be 
too great for the courage of my Efculapius. 
And what was I to have d'one, ihould that be 
the cate? I muft have returned the fame way 
I came, till I arrived at the colony" in order to 
leave him in a place of fafety; for I certainly 

inoulcl not have ab:mdoned -him to himfelf in 
the midi! of the debts. 

In this perplexity, I was firuck witp an idea 
that appeared to remedy the inconvenience, 
and preterve to each his perfonal independence. 

This was, to have a feparate carriage and efta
blifhment for him, in order that, ihould he be 
difpofed to return, he might do [0 freely, with

out interferi.ng with or impeding my progrefs. 
An arra11gement like this would have placed 
us both equally at our eafe. I propoied it to 

him, adding, that my confent to his accompany
ing me would entirely depend upon it~ but it 

was not accepted, and I 4ifmi{fed it from my 
thoughts. 

Among my acquaintance at the Care, there 

were fome who would fain have diifuaded me 

L 3 from 
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"from my plan, affigning as a reafon the pretend,. 

~d charaCter of the African tribes, w40~ they 
reprefented as"ferocious monfiers and cannibals~ 

" among whom I fhould foon be infallibly de

ftroyed. But, flattering myfelf that I knew. 

man in a fiate 9f nature bett~r than thefe fine 
talkers, whofe fuperficial knowledge had been 

derived from books defiitute of truth, I had 
no dread of the danger that was announcecl 
to me. I have had opportunities of fiudying 
human nature in its ~ncivilized fiate; every 

where it has appeared to me to be good; every 

where I have feen it alfo, when not irritated 

and treated with injuftice, to be hofpitable and 
friendly; and I here affirm, from the conviCtion 
of my heij.rt, that in thofe pretended barbarous 
countries? where the whites have not yet 
rendered .themfelves odious, becaufe they have 

, never been there, it would have been fufficient 
for me to hold out my hand in token offriend
{hip, to make the Africans prefs it with affec~ 
tion in theirs, and receive me as their brother. 

If I wifhed to obtain any fervices from them~ 

or!() barter with them! I had in my brandy, my 

toys, and my tobacco, very advantag~ous means 
of commerce. What black is there who would 
\ I ' , 
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!'lot, with tranfports of joy, have yielded Up' to 

me every thing he had, for goods in the poife[

fion of' which he wouid have found the moil: 

neceifary objeCts, and the moa delicious grati

fications with which he was acquainted? I re~ 
peat it then, If ~ have been thwarted in my 

projects, they are nut men, bu"t the fea[ons 

that I accure; the feafons, whore unfriendly 

oppofition I began to experience from the· mo~ 

ment of my departure. 

At every time of the year the roads of the 
Cape are bad: and, if fuch be their ordinary 

fiate, judge what they mua be when the rainy ' 

fearon commences. Scarcely had I proceeded 

a quarter of a mile from the town, when one 

of my carriages was dragged into a hole, and 

overturned in the mud; nOr was it pollible for 
my ten oxen that drew it, nor the exertions of 
my Hottentots, to flop i·ts fall. 

In an inaant the ~ccident was known Ol.t the 
Cape, and I was foon joined by a crowd of the 

inhabitants, rome attracted by mere curiouty. 

and others by a defire of being ufeful. I had, 
in reality, ~ed of alliftance to place the car
riage on its wheels again; for i~ was not pollible 

iD raife it without unloadil1g it, and tl1e boxe.s 

L 4 were 
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were fo 14lrge an~ fo heavy, that they could no~ 

be taken out and replaced without a multitude 
of hands. It ·was -neceffa,ry even to empty 

them on the fpot. Everyone lent his aid j 

~nd , as my effects were ta~en out, tbey were 

oepofited round my carriages in fuch places. 

as wer~ freeil: fx:ommud. In a little time, the 

whole fm-rounding fpace was covered with 
them, and every thing I poffeffed, expo[eq 

thereby to the view of the company. At 

length, ~11y whole cargo was again put in order, 
and I pur[ued my courfe; but not without 
many diiheiling reflections OJ) the part of the 
fpectators, who, from fo unfortunate a begin

ning, augured no good of my journey. 

Their prediaion~ were but t90 true; and 

I had foon reafon to apprehend a full accom- . 

pliiliment of them, by a fecond misfortune 

which I experienced. 

The accident which happened to my car
riage had confumed almoft the whole day. It 
,,'Vas half paft three in the afternoon before I 

c'ould proceed; the days were the iliorteft in 

the year, and, if my carriages travelled in the 

night, accidents ftiU more . difaftrous might 

til~e place, To prevent this, I refolved to ftop 
. ' towards 
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towards the clofe of the day, an'd I cau[ed my 
: t:attle to be unyoked. in Groene-.V",ley (green 

Jake), about two hundr~d yards from a pl~n.
tatiOl'!. 
- I ob[erve, in all the ffifiPS of f\frica, and all 

the accounts of the Cape of Good Hope, that 
the Dutch word valey is i:l'anflated valley. 
The word valey, however, fignifies a lake or 
marili, and not a valley, which in Dut!;h is 

#orj. 
This was a manor plantation that belonged 

to the governor. H is baas, or overfeer,faw me 
;m-i ve, and, while my oxen were unyoking, he _ 
fto.od quietly at his door i but no fooner were ' 

they let loo~e, than he gave orders to the Hot

tentots and negroes under his command, to feize 
them and convey them to the farm. At that 
moment I had juft caufed a fire to be lighted. 

Surprifed at the conciua: of the Daves, I went up 
to the overfeer, and deGred him to explain it. 
He repliecl, that there were particular ordl rs 

from government, which forbade any planter 
to unyoke and turn cattle adrift within his 

mafter's domains, and that, in confequence of 
doing fa, all my oxen were confifcated. Excel

kent logic for a knave devoid of all principle! 

l was 
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I was not a planter, and therefore the regu_ 

lation could in no manner affeCl me. As a 

{hanger, I was pardonable for not knowing it; 
. and befides this privilege of a Ilranger and a 

traveller, i had, from the governor himfelf,. 

particular letters, in which he enjoined all the 
inhabitants of the colony, not only to avoid 
throwj Dg the leaft impediment in the way 
(If my journey, and to allow me a free paffage 
wherever my curiofity might lead me, but 

alfo to give me, by authority of government, 

every affiftance I might have occafion for. All 
this I reprefented to 'the overfeer. I obfervecl 

to , him alfo, that, when my oxen were feized, 
t~ey w.ere in the downs , and confequently be
yond the privileged boundaries of the domain. 

In {hort, I complained to him of the uncandid 
manner in which he had behaved towards me, 
fince, inftead of giving me notice when he 
faw me unyoke, he contented himfelf with, 

being a filent fpea-atoF, as if highly gratified 
by feeing me fall into an error. 

To thefe remonftrances he made no other 
reply, than that h€ had a right to confifcate my 
(:attle: and in truth the capture would have 
been of fOIn(l worth to him. Tired of his 
, • . I 

iniquito~s 
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Sniqultous morality, I affurhed another tonet 

and, with all the energy that an honefl man is 

capable qf difplaying when heated by paffion, 
r gave him to underfland what a rareal I thought 

him. To this he made no anfwer; but order
t;:d his Daves to collea all my oxen, and con
dua them t'o another plantation of the gover
nor's, a lea'gue di{tant. I could then no longer 

~ontain my indignation; and clapping my 
double-barrelled fufee to my ilioulder, I de
clared aloud, that if any man dared fo much 
;is to to~ch one of my animal$, I would imme
diately blowout his brains. 

This threat had the defired effect. The 
baas and his Daves, equally intimidated, re
mained quiet, without daring to fiir. In this 
;:tttitude I left them; and, while they fcarcely 
ventured to move, I ordered my writing-box: 
to be brought, that I might inform the fifcal 
of what had happened, telling Swanepoel at 
the fame time, to take one .of my horfes and 
proceed to the Cape with my letter. Upon 
hearing the yvord fifcal, the overfeer began to 
tremble: he was afraid that, iliould my com
plaint reach his mafter, he might be deprived 
of his p\<!.ce. He begged me, therefore, to 

couqtermand 
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countermand the departure of SwanepoeI; 

ordered his people to fet my cattle at liberty; 

and apologized in the moft fuppliant manner 

for his conduct, throwing the .blame on the 

feverity of the orders h~ had received. 

What the knave (aid of thefe orders was per

haps true; fer, if there are fervants of the 
greatefl: meannefs, there are al(o mafters of the 

moft fordid avarice. This confideration pre- 

vented me fron~ feeking to puniili the over[eer ; 

and, after all, when my oxen were reftored, 

what more had I to defire ~ 
- As I could not, however, perfeaJy depend 

on the motives whic~ had dictated this man's 

excufes, I thought it Tight to be om my guard 

refpecti!1g my cattle. To turn them loofe 

to feed ·during the night would have been run~ 

ning the riik, ilicJUld the overfeer a1ter his re ... 

folution, of having them carried off without 

my knowledge: or he would have charged to 

my account, and perhaps have exaggerated, any 

da,mage they might have occafioned. I ordered 

them, therefore, to be all made faft round my 

carriages, and I phced at hand fome armed 

fentillels to defend them. 

Next morning, at break of day, I proceeded 
on 
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on my route towards Groene-Kia?! (green val
ley), 'a canton fo named from the beauty and 
excellence of its pailures. It is one of the: 
Company's poils, where they fatten cattle for 

fupplying the butchers in the town, and for 
victualling {hips in their way to and frorn 
India. Tile-day following, after pailing through _ 

Bavians-Berg andDaifen-B~rg, I entered Swart-
Land. Though the roads were frill equally 
bad, they ceafed to be dangerous to my carri
ages, becaufe we travelled upon fand. ~ifured 

that there was no longer reafon to fear their 
being overturned, and out of patienc,e at the 
flow pace they adv-anced, . I put fpurs to my 
horfe, and took the lead, in order to arrive be
fore them at the houfe of my friend Slaber. 

He was ill, and very mllch weakened by a 
violent ~yfentery; a difeafe that in warm 
countries is always dangerous; but particularly 
fo to perfons advanced in years. I threw my
felf into his arms; he preifed me in his, and 
by the pleafure that fparkled in his couJllte:' 
nance, I faw that my prefence reftoted; in fame 
tneafure, his ftrength, and alleviated his pains. 
Thefe fymptoms of convale(cence communi= 
cated delight to the whole family, and in';' 

6 creafed 

," 
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treafed the pleafure they feemed to experiet1c~ 
at feeing me again. In the midfi of their 

kindnefs and c~re{fes, Klaas came a1[0 to pay 

his refpects to me. I had appointed him ~ 
meeting ' at thli! hou(e of Slaber, where he had 

arrived the evening before with fame Hotiea
~ots, his co'mrades, trufiy perfons, whom he 

had fe1ected to accoinpany me, and whom he 

aecordingly introduced. The daughters of 
Slaber thanked me, with the tenclerefi affection; 

for the relief I had afforded to the fufferings 
Qf their father, and, to complete his cure, they 

be[ought me to fpend fome time with him. 
In vain did I repre[ent the embarraifment into 
which/they would be thrown by the numerous 

train that followed me: they redoubled their 
entreaties, and urged me with fuch terms of 

friendfhip, that I was obliged at length W 

comply. How, indeed, could I re(]fi there 

charming daughters, who, foliGiting In behalf 

of their father, allred, as a favour, what I ought' 

to have confidered as a kindn(2[s to myfeIf? 
At ,the Cape, the European manners have 

introduced into fociety the different games 

that' are common in Europe: but thefe games 

are unknown in the colonies, notwithfianding 
th~ 
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the inactive life and habitual idlenefs of the 

inhabitants. Neither cards nor diG:e are any 

where feen; their fole amuf~ment is the chace; 

and this, in general, they purfue with indo d 

lence, unlefs they have, as fpeClators and com

paniohs, {hangers who are k€ener [portfmen 

than themfelves. 

I was, therefore, treated with the chace. AU 

the {hooters of the neighbourhood were invited, 

and for feveral days together we ranfacked the 
whole country around. Slaber's daughters, 

in the mean time, were pot unmindful of their 

guelt; and never, even at the court of Alci

nous, was a ,ltranger the object of greater 

affidl1ityor more affectionate care. They ex

erted their {kill in paltry, and prepared for me 

cakes, bifcuits, and confectionary, to add to 

my ltock of provifions: delicate morfels, which 

I ought to have re[erved for moments of fa-

. mine, but which, after the manner of children, 

I was impatient to deyou~ and {hare with my 

people. 
The[e hunting excurfions prepared me for 

fatigues of a longer duration, and I imagined 

myfelf already engaged in them. I had not 

negleCled to arrange my caravan. To accuftom 

it 
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it eariy- to the revere difcipline that I wiihed~ -

if poffible, to obferve in this journey, I had 

encamped 'it ,at a diftance from the houfe, and 

placed it uneer the infpe8:ion of old Swane

poel; I recommeneed to him to difcharge 

his offi'Ce with the utmofl: fhiane[s, a~ if we had 

to dread fome hofl:ile neighbour. 1. did not 
fail to' obferve it myfelf with the eye of a 

l1:1after; and I watched, vi'ith particular atten
tion, th~ new comers that had been procured 

by Swanepoel: I was continually afraid I 

ihould hav~ caufe to complain of thefe men, and 
that their ardoul' migh-t GOol before I bad an 
opportunity of putting it to the trial. It ap
peared of importance to me, to bring eVen my 
oxen and hor[es to the habits they were here

after to follow, and for that reafon they were 

removed to the camp: my , goats alfo were 
tied up every evening round my carriages', 
The much-loved family ofSlaber were highly 
delighted with this fpeClac1e, which was per ... 

fealy new to them; and the girls, particulariy, 
often propofed to travel arid encamp with me, 
One of them railied me mote obftinately 
than the reft, and, repeated, that nothing ought 

'to ~xcuf~ .11Y , taking with .me a female com-
ramon. 

, 
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pa nion. Senfible {he was far from being in 
earneR, I ftrenuouDy refifted all {he couid urge 

on this head, and with great gravity refufed 
the offers of one whp certainly intended the 
boundaries of her fa tber's farm to be the limits 

of her excurfion. However, it is not without 
. fome vexation and regret that I now feel this . 

happinefs was wanting to render the enjoy
ments of my peregrination complete; and that 
nothing was more eafy than -to have departed, 
{hared the toils of the journey, returned, an.d, 
in a word, lived with me. 

Though it was now the middle of winter 

.according to the ideas of the inhabitants, that 

. is to fay, the rainy feafon, v:e neverthelefs en
joyed for our hunting excurfions very favour~ 
able weather, the rain not being fo frequent at 
this period in the mountains as at the Cape. 
This muft be afcribed to the colleClion of clouds . 
driven from the north towards the Table moun· 
tain, and wilich never fail to brea~ over the 
town and its environs. vVe reuded under a 
mild climate, and every day was more delight
ful than the preceding one. Thore terrible 

fouth-eaft winds, which often de[olate the 
whole country around, had fled from our at-

VOL. 1. 1\1 mofphere. 
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mofphere. The heavens were pure and fe

rene; and. I deliciouD y abandoned myfelf to 

the c'nj oyments of this fecond Capua. I be

came folitary and thollghtful. A t the fame 

time) regretted to fee [0 many charming days 

no better occupied than in killing infig niGcant 

game, and was refolved to arrange matters for 

my departure; but an unexpeCled incident in

tervened Rill for a {hort time to delay it. 

Nothing could be far ther from my thoughts 

at that moment than tbat unfortunate veffel 

the Middelburg, in which I had formerly loft 

my whole property, when it was [uddeniy 

brought to my recolleClion by une of Siaber's 

[ons, who came to tell me, that [orne neigh

bours, having examined the rem ains of the 

wreck in Saldanha Bay, had difiinClly per

ceived thtl -hull of the "veffel, at the depth of 

twenty ,feet under "vater; that curiofity, and 

the allurement of the riches it miGht contain, 

had induced fome of them, who were expert 

diven,. to plunge iuto the gulph, and that their 

labour a"nd fear-ch h ad not been fruitlefs. Se

~'eral of them, he [aid, had brOllght up fome 

valuable pieces of china; and that, fince, new 
divers, 
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divers; emboldened by their example, had ha

zarded a fimilar fub-aqueous pilgrimage, and 
endeavoured to found the fides of this iJl.-fat:ed 

veifel. It was natural for me, who had loft in. 

it the only treafun:s on which my hopes were 

founded, to put in a claim hlpo'n this occaiion 1 

and if by my efforts I obtained only a piece 

of a rope, or fome wretched add broken !herds; 
they would have appeared to me precious' re

lics, worthy of being carried away and pre .. 

ferved in remembrance of my misfortune. 

The cargo of the veifel had confiited chiefly 

of porcelain from China and Japan. Other 
planters, as I have faid, in imitation of the Brft, 
had gone to fearch the ,wreck, and had been 

equally fuccefsful; but the bufinefs, b,ecoming 
at bit too arduous, had been abandoned, I 

was refolved, however, to revive the attempt. 
The calmnefs of the weather appeared to be 
favourable to the enterprife, and I was , the 
more eager to €ngage in it, from the opport u

nity it would afford me, if I fucceeded, of pre
fenting fome elegant porcelain to my fair 
hoiteifes, as well as to fome of their neigh

bours, by whom, during my viGts to Slaber, 

M 2 I had 
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I had been treated with great kin-cinefs and1 

friend!hip, 

Accordingly, taking with me a ' party of mY' 

people and fame good fwimmers, 1 fet ou t for 

Hoetjes Bay, a fma ll creek into. which our !hip· 

had retired w hen attacked by the Engli{h 

fquadron. I found the Middelburg, as it had 

been defcribed to me; very riear the {hare, 

about twenty feet under water, and its hull, 

£i'om the ealmnefs of the Tea, perf~aly, percep

tible. 

Thi's- calri1ners aided the operations of my 

divers; and they entered upon the bufinefs with. 

fo mu ch ' alac~ity, that it was not long before 

they brought· up a number of loofe articles, 

which I depofited with great joy on the !hare. 

Vv' ith {uch prizes, however, they ~'ere not fatif

fed; though the tafk. was {a difficult, as the 

planters had experienced, that frequently, be

fore they fucceeded in an attempt, they were 

obliged to return {everal times to the furface of 

the water to breathe. 

At the bottom of the [hip there were whole. 

boxes; but they were too heavy for the ex

ertions of a fingle individual to lift. Tdean
while 
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'while i.t would be highly gratifyi.ng to them to 

procure me one; and ·to accompli fh it, they 

cevifed the plan of diving two_at a time, hold

ing one another by the hand, in order to Lbour 

,together on the fame box, and raife it, if pof

Jlble, by their joint efforts, one on each {ide. 

The manCJ::uvre fucceeded; and I faw them' 

ihortly appear with a complete box, ""hich was 

brought in fafetyto the lliore. 
Charmed with my trea{ure, and anxious to 

'know what it contained, ~ cauled it to' be' 

.opened; when I found, to my extreme fatif- ' 

faction, a handfome fervice of dillies and plates 

.of all {izes, well a1foited. Other divers hag 

furniilied me; with tea-cups"and fome magnifi

cent bowls, equaTly valuable for the beauty of 

their {bape and their extraordinary {ize. But 

by remaining fo long under water the colour 

.of this china was {omuch altered, that the part 

• originally white appeared as if variegated w1~h 
a tint of green'; and .whatwas fl:ill worfe, it 
had contracted, from the-fame caufe, fo naufeous 

a,nd fetid a marine fmell, that thofe of ill"\\' peo

ple who ' had opened the box, or 2:ffirred in 

emptying it, were, as "ell as myfelf, feized 

.witQ. a vomiting. From this circumftance I 
M3 loft 
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10ft all deury of purfuing any further my 
refearches. Beudes, night was approach
ing: my p'e~ple - therefore, after ' wafuing 
the china, each took up his burden~ and w(t 
returned. 

Flattering myfelf that this fl:range fmell had 

110t penetrated beyond the furface, my firft care, 
on my arri val at the plantatioQ, was to afcer
tain- this by caufing fome cups and other ar

t-ides to be immerfed for a while in boiling 

water mixed with allies. I t11en wiped th~ 

velfels thus iixiviated, and put fome tea in a 
tea-·cup, [orne victuids in a diib, and fome milk 

in a bow·]; but they infiantly acquired fo de
teftable a taite, and fo fiercoraceous a favour, 

as induced me to believe that ali my labour 

:would prove to be fmitlefs. In vain were 

o~her means tried to defiroy this odour and 
tafle: none of them fucceecled; and I gave up 
the attempt. 

In my difpleafure I had forgo\ten the bmd 
of mi-lk; and upon my going to fee it, two hours 
after, I faw with aftonifhment that it was turned 

to a curci. It "vas to be prefllmed that every 
other article of the cbina would have the {arne 

11uality. I ~ried two others, apd exa~ined by 
my 
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my watch what ti me they would require to 

produce a umilar effeC1~ In fourte en minutes 

the milk was curdled, and, wbJt was remark
able, it had no bad taile. This faa fupplied 

me '" ith as ufeful hint. It told me, that in 

the courfe of my journey I might fpeedily and 
whenever I pleafe\.\ have new cheefe; and the 

difcovery was of too much importance to me 
not to take advantage of it. During my firfl: 
excurfion a fortunate incident of a like kind 

had fupplied me with butter, my milk having 
been changed into that fLlbfhnce merely by the 
jolting of my carriage. F\-om my cows and 

my (he-goats I fhould now be a,ble to procure, 
without difficuhy, butter,cheefe, and whey. I 
carried with me, therefore, four of the bowls, 

which ferved me during my whole journey. 
They d~d -not, indeeel, retain their virtue in its . 

full force; after four or five month~ it dim i
niChed, and the milk was curdled more Dowly ; 

there were times even, according to the d,egrees 

of temperature, when the effe<2 was not pro

duced in lefs than five or fix hours; 'but it was 
fure to take place, and did not entirely ccafe till 
the end of fix or ~ ven months. The veffels, 

however, never loft their difagreeab~e ,mitrine 
talk 

Pre-
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Previoufly to my quitting the Cape, I had 
prepared fever-al letters for my family, in which 

I infortned them of my intended fecond expe
dition, and the means I had devifed for carry
in.g it into effeCt. It was not poffible to tell 
them the precife route I lliould follow, becaufe 

I was ignorant of it myfelf, as it 'Would depend 
entirely upon local circumfiances, which might 
happen to favour or thwart my willies. I 
merely faid, that my plan in general was to 
trofs, from [outh to north, the whole conti
nent of Africa, and then to return to Europe 
by the way of Egypt if the pa{fage of the N ile 
was open, arid iT not,by the coafl.s of Barbary; 
that this enterprife, from the beft calculations 
I cO,uld make, would require fix years; and 

that as, during that period, no opportunity 
might offer for writing to them, they ought 
not to be alarmed at my fil ence. 

Thefe letters I had refol ved nOt to fend ,tilt 
it ibould appear that no far ther obftacles would 
fiand in the way of my jom-ney. \Vhen fLire 
of this, I immediately difpatched Swanepoel to 
the Cape with them, requefting Colonel Gordon 

to fon\'ard them to their place of c1eftination 

by the firft neutral ve{fel th<;lt ibould fail. 

On his re lurn, Swanepoel brought me one 
from 
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from the Colonel, in which, as a new tefl:imony 
.of zeal and attachment, he had lketc/:led {Jut, 
p~int by point, the courfe I ougnt to pm-fue. 
Having himfelf made the fame exped~tion 

with Lieutenant Paterfon, he knew the pl;;tces 
where water was to be found, and he obligingly 
pointed them out. Not content with this fer
vice, great and import;l.l1t as it was, he fought 
to render me another, by procuring me the ac
quaintance of two perfo'nages, extremely de
:/lrable in an excurfion like mine; the one a 
planter, of the name o~ Schoenmaker, who 
lived after the Hottentot manner among the 
favages; the other a mulatto Hottentot, who 
fpoke with fluency the Nimiqua, language, and 
who would, on that account, be fingularly ufe
ful, if I could prevail on him to accompany 
me. To each of thefe men Colonel Gordon 
wrote a feparate letter recommending me to 
their care, and he fent them to me unfea.]e~, 

begging I would read them to the parties. It 
could indeed be no eafy taiJe to find in their 
deferts two fuch wandering and unfettled 
beings; but fo minute were the Colonel's di
rections, and fo laboriouily had he p'ointed out 

the means of tracking them, as I may fay, that; 

I arri ved 
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arrived in their cantons, I fucG:eeded, though 

not without difficulty , in my fearch. 

How ingenioLl.s are the devices of friencHhip ! 

And can I ever fllfficiently acknowledge my 

obligations to that of Colonel Gordon in this 

inflance, to which lowe not only my own life, 

but the lives of all my people? It was in the 

midfl of a dry and burning detert, when obliged 

to abandon my waggons and effeCts, after fee

ing all my oxep, one after another, periili with 

thirfl, when reduced, with my poor cOIl'lrades, 

tothedeflitute Gtnation of having no other drink 

than the milk of my goats, and when inevitable 

death feemed to await alike both them and 

me - it was in this extremity I called to mind 

the pl~nter and Hottentot to whom his provi

dent ki rld nefs bad recommended me. Guided 

by his infhuClions, I entered upon the purfuit 

of thefe men; I found them, and we were 

raved. But let me not ' anticip:lte moments 

of angnifb, of which the recollection will 

be fu fficien tly bitter when I come to defcribe 

them. 

'What rearon had I then to applaud myfelf 

for the precaution I took, and which clonbtlefs 

fome good genius fuggeited to me, of increaf~ 

ing, 
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~{)g, while at the houfe of Slaber, the llmnt.er 

of my goats! I purchafed feveral in the neigh". 
bourhood, and particularly young ones, which. 

though they afforded no milk as yet, would

foon become more exuberant than their mo-, 
thers. I added alfo to my :flock of cattle three 

milch cows. Among the articles too of do ... 

meitic confumption, I provided myfelf with a 

few facks of flower: not that I flattered myfelf 

dming my journey to be fupplied thereby with 
frefh bread; fuch an expeCtation would have 

been madnefs; 'but it would be pomble at leaft 

to 'have foups, paitry, and cakes; and thefe 

.would be a fort of fub:flitute. Every habit to 

which ,w"!- accuftom ourTelves becomes infen

fibly a want. This I had particularly experi

.mced in the beginning of my flrfl: journey. 

To be all at ,once totally without bread had 

been extremely painful to me; and I hoped 

now, by means' ,of ,this flower, gradually to 
wean myfelf from t'he cufiom, in order to be 

prepared againft a day of n'eceffity. Befides~ 

if circumftances proved favourable to the mak

ing of br~ild, I had (he wife of Klaas who - . , 
might render me this fervice. She had accom-

panied him in oll,r excur,~on, with rhe hope 

~hat, 
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!that, pailing near the country where he had firft 

met with her, I !hould pro.cure her an oppor

tunity of feeing again her horde and her 
friends. In the' eyes of a cit, this love of coun-

, tl:y, in favages whom he difdains, and whofe 

;e~ifl:ence appear-s to him a f.cene of uniform 
wretchednefs, will doubtlefs be regarded as im
probable. He will conceive that there can be 
De> happinefs but in towns, arld none of this 

:patriotifm except in places where there are to 
:be obtained what he caUs the conveniences of 

"life, that is, the. gratification of wants which 
.he has created himfelf, and which afterwards 
,become neceffaries. 

I bad fixed the 15th of June for my de
parture from the habitation of Slaber. On 

the I4th I made a general mufl:er of my equi
page and my people.' Including the wife of 

K laas, and my infpector-general Swanepoel, I 
had altogether nineteen perfons, thirteen dogs 
in high condition, . one male and ten female 

goats, three horfes, of which two, handfomely 
capari[oned, were thofe given me by Boers; 
thr~e milch cows, thirty-fix draft oxen for my 
three waggons, fo~rteen for relays, and two to 
,carry the l?aggage of my HotreJ;ltots. The[e 

fifty 
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Mry head' of horned cattle were ' fufficient for' 

fhe prefent fervice; but I meant to increafe 

them as it lhould become necelfary, and as I 
advanced farther fmm the ' colony, where,. in. 

the way of barter, I iliould be able to purchafe 

tlhem at a cheaper rate. The cock that, in my 

firfi: journey, had afforded me intervals of plea

fure, fuggefi~d the idea of having one again,. 

and, that it might be h'appier than my other 

had be~n, I gave it a mate. Laftly., for my ' 

amuferneJ;l,t, and, I may alfo fay, for, fociety, I 
. . 

rook my ape Kees; Kees who, chained up 

during my abode at the Cape, had apparently 

lofi: hi~ gaiety; but whb from the moment he 

regained his liberty gave himfelf up to fports 

and anticks that were extremely diverting. 

Such was the comp,my I alfociated in my 

enterprif~, and which I had conceived to be 

necelfary, either to in[ure its fucce[s, or for , 

the purpo[e of affording me fome pleafant re
laxations. 

Next morning every thing was ready for my 

departure, according to the orders I had given, 

and my people were waiting only for my 

fignal to begin thcir march. \Vhilfi: I was 

bidding a painful adieu to the Slabers, and 

,",hile 
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while my ,heart f we'lled \vith aft'eaio'nate gfi4 

titude, I a thoufand and a th6ufiind times em.;. -

braced the kind famil y, who till that ffi'ome.n~ 

had continued to load me witl1 marks of friend .. 

fu ip and care, an d from whom I thought my

{elf ab out to be feparated for ever. When on 

thevnypoint of quitting them, the young men 

of the neighbourhood prefented themfdves to 

take leave of me, and to affirt at my departure. 

Such is the etiquette of the country, when the 

inhabitants wifh to tefl:ify their rerpea for thofe 

whom -they efteem. The whole troop faluted 

me with a difcharge of muiketry; and I, who 

expeaed fuch a teftimony ofpolitenefs, re· 

turned it by another from my Hottentots. 

'When I-mounted my horfe, thefe young peo
ple accompanied me on horfeback alfo to the 

diftance of above a league. At length, being 

obliged to feparate, and having mutually 

fhaken hands, I was again {aluted by a gene

ral difcharge, to which I replied by firing my 

own piece"and cauGng my people to fire theirs. 

T? fpeak the truth. I regretted the lois of my 
gun-powder wafted in this manner to no pur

pofe; but cuftom r~quired this facrifice, and I 
could not a void it without a breach of polite-

nefs1 
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nefs, and without offending men who volun

tarily conferred upon me the greateft honour 

which the prejudices of their country allow 

them to pay. Some of the planters in the 

neighbourhood of the Cape keep fmall cannon 

on purpofe for fuch falutes. -

In the fouthem part of Africa it is eafY to ' 

make long , marches during the fine d~ys of 

fummer, that is to fay in January, when the 

day conults of fourteen hours; but at the foHlice 

in June, when the fun is in the no;-thern he-

- mifphere, the days being only nine hours and 

a half, the length of the night "viII not allow a 
traveller to advance as faft as he might willi. 

Such was nearly the period at which I fet out. 

Befic,les, being obliged to t:-averfe the colony, I 

had reafon to expe8: that I ili ould be every 

where retarded by the importunity and polite

nefs of the planters; and inueed this was the 

cafe the very firft day. I had 'prof ofed to en

camp near the reudence of Louis Kadten ; but 

that wort by and rerpectable planter, of whom' 

I have had occafion to fpeak in my urft jour

l~er, and at whofe honfe I paffed fome agree

able moments during my flay at Saldanha Bay, 

ieccnded by his wife and eight children, among 

whom 
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whom were four handforne daughters, came~ 

with the ufual faluteR, to invite ~e to pafs the 

, night under· his roof; and I could not refufe. 

However, in 'my next day's journey, to fave 
hoth my time and my powder, I firmly re
jected every folicitation of this kind, . and 
pitched my tent for the firfl: time; but as there 

had been a heavy fall of rain, and as, if it con
tinued, I might be !toppe-d by the overflowing 

ofthe Berg-rivier, I haftened to ~n~amp the 

fecond day on its banks, and the day following 
I happily left it behind me. 

This river, which has it'g mouth in St. He

len's Bay, but according to Kolben much 

higher. up, bounds, on the eaft and nottb, the 

diftriCt called Swart-Land (black-country), 
though the foil is far from being of tha't colour; 

Gn the contrary, it ,is fandy; and yet produces 

grain of all forts except oats, whi.ch grow no 
where ill the colonies, and in place of which 

"barley is fubftituted for horfes. In Swart-Land, 
thefe animals have no other food -.,vith their 
barley but chopped {haw. 1[1 fummel-, there
fore, when. gra[s is [carce, on account of the 

rivers and ftreams bei,ng dried up, the planters 

are obliged to remove their cattle to diftriCls 
lefs 
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Je!s parched, and to keep at h ome only thofe , 

abfolutely neceffary either for tilling the land 

or conveying their corn to the town . 
Every kind of large game, without except

ing ev~n the el ephant, was found formerly in 

th'is , country. At prefent nothing of that 

fort is to be fee n but a few bubels, and very 

rarely fom e pafans. The planters, by fettling 

h ere, have defhoyed Or driven away all 

the ref\:. With regard to fmall gabe, fuch 

as the a een-bock, the duyker, the' grys-bock, 

hares, partrid'ges, &c. it is fr ill very abun

dant , and, perhaps, too much fo for the hap,. 

pinefs of the country; fince it draws thither 

h y<£nas, jackals, leopards, panthers, and above 

all, wild ,dogs, which are a real fcourge to 

the floc ks in th is d~[hia. The lion feldom: 

makes h is appearance here. E ither from 

haughtinefs or prudence this animal iliuns in-, 

habited places; as if afraid -of expofi~g him

felf in an unequal contefl: , where his courage 

and his firength would be oppofed by fire

arms. 

To the north-eaft of Swart· Land is the 

charming and fertile difhiCl of the Twenty

four-Rivers. With freili pleafure I beheI'd this 

VOL. I. N ter- , 
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terrefl:rial paradife of Southern Africa; thde 

fmiliog plains which (have elfewhere de

fcribed; and, thole odoriferous groves of orange 

and !haddock 'trees,· which feparate the habit

~tiol1s from each other, and w hich make us re-

, gret that they are thereby too frequ ently br<:>ken 

and difcontinued. 

Though determined, agreeably to the refo

lution I .had formed, not to flop at the houfe 

of any planter, I could not however difpenfe 

with paying my refpecrs, as r paffed, to Hans 

Liewenburg, a rich land-holder, who on va

rious occaGons had treated me with conGder
able kindnefs and efieem, and with whom 

I had lodged in mypreceding excurGon through 

this difiriCl. Though Liewenburg, as well as 

.... his neighbours, employed the mofi prefijng fo

licita tions to detain me, I re'Gfied a long time; 

' hut it was impoffible pot to · com ply, when I 

one of his fo ns, uniting his entreaties to thofe of 
. his fath er, promifed to afford me an oppor

tunity of killing two magniflcent birds, which 

were continually feen near the plantation. At 
firft, this vague promife appeared to me to be 
only one of thore ingenious firatagems which 

politene[s fometimes allows itfelf to employ. I 
put 
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put therefore feveral quefiions to the young 

man, begging him to defcribe the birds iIi. 

quefl:.ion; and he did it in a manner fo clear 

and fo natural, that I readily difl:.inguifhed in 

the defcription the anhinga, an uncommon 

bird which I had not yet feen in Africa. 

This difcovery attacked me, fo to fpeak, on 

my. weakefl: fide. From that moment I was 

not at liberty to refufe; and I granted, to my 

fhame be it fpohn, to two birds, which I was 

not y~t fure of getting, what I had refufed to 

the folici tations of friendfhip. 

Next morning I reminded my young man 

of his promife, and he condutl;ed me towards 

a tree that was commonly frequented by t~efe 
birds. I foon found that I had not been de

ceived in my conjectures; I actually perceived 

two anhingas, but of a particular fpecies, 

different from the two peeuliar to America, and 

from that of Senegal, defcribed by Buffon. The 

young man, who had for a long time obferved 

their hab~ts, told me that it would oe necelfary 

for me to retire, if I wifhed to take a [ure and 

advantageous aim. He conducted me, there

fore, to a difl:ance of about two or three hun

dred paces from the tree; made me . conceal 

N 2 my. 
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myfelf, and returned to the fpot himfelf, to put 
them to flight, when, he aifured me, they 
would undoubtedly pafs over my head. His 
conjeB:ure was; however, not verified: thefe 

birds, more cunning than we, had perceived 

our ftratagem; and feeing but one perfon, in
fiead of two, they fufpeB:ed that the ·abfence 

of the other was to be dreaded, and accord
ingly flew off in a different direB:ion. By 
fearching the environs, it wDuld probably have 
been eafy for me to find them again; but then 

I lhould have run the ri1k of rendering them 
more {hy, and of making th em, perhaps, de
fert the country. BeGdes, I was not willing to 
fire at the one, till I {hould be certain that my 

iecond iliot would bring down the other. I 
deferred the excurfion, therefore, till after din
ner, and we returned to the houfe. 

In the evening, jufl: before fun-fet, I again re
paired to my lurking-place; and that I might 
not be obferved by the anhingas, I went thither. 
dir~aly, while young Liewenburg, on his part, 
proceeped alone to the tree. This time the de
ception fucceeded : the two birds, having no 
caufe of fufpicion, paifed me at the diftance of 

twenty paces, and by means of my double-
bar-
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I barrelled fulee I brought them both to the 

grouna. 
Become po{fe{for of an objeCl fa valuable in 

my eyes, could I quit abruptly, after 1 had ob
tained it, the complaifant hofts to whom I was 
indebted for it? No :-gratitude, friend{hip, 

and even decency, required that I {hould re

main forne days with them, and I obeyed the 
diClates of thefe fentiments. 

Though I referve for my ornithology the 
particular defcription of thefe birds, I cannot 
refra.in from giving the reader a {hort {ketch 9f 

it. The denomination of Slange-Hals-Voogel, 

(fnake-necked bird), which my Hottentots 
gave to the anhinga, charaClerifes it in a very 
fimple and accurate manner. Buffon, who 
was equally {huck with the conformation pecu
liar to birds of this kind, has delineated them 
by a fimilar expreffion. "The anhinga," fays 

he, " exhibits a reptile grafted on the body of 
" a bird." Indeed there is no perfon, who, 

upon feeing the head and neck only of an an
hinga, while the rea of the body is hid among 

the foliage of the tree on which it is perched, 

would not take it for one of thofe ferpents ac

wfromed to climb and refide in trees; and th6 

N 3 mife 
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miflake is [0 much the ealler, as all its tortuous , 
motions fing~larly favour the iIIullon. 

In whatever .fituatron the anhinga may be 

feen, whether perched on a tree, [wimming in 

the water, or flying in the air, the mofl: appa

rent and remark.able pa,rt of its body is [ure to 

.be its ,long and {lender neGk, which is con

tinually agitated by an of cilIa tory motion, un
lers in its flight, " .. ·hen it becomes immoveable 

and extended, and form~ with its tail a perfealy 

ft raight and horizontal line. 

The true place which nature feems to have 

affigned to the anhingas, in the num erous clars 

of the palmipedes, is ex.actly between the 'cor

morant and the grebe *. They partake indeed 
equally of both there genera of birds, having 
the {haight {lencler bi.ll and the long neck of 

the latter j while they approach the former by 

the conformity of Jh_eir feet, the four toes of 

'. whIch are joined by a fin gle membrane. They 

partake al[o of the cormorant by their flight; 

* This bird is called by Willu ghby, the -Greater .Loon, 

or Arfefoot; by Edwards, the Greater Dobchick ; and by 
Brifol1, Colymbus and Grebe, of which he enumerates 

eleven diflinCl: fpecies. See his OrnithoJogie, vol. vi ~ 

pa&e 33' 'J;. 
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having li.ke it the wings larger and fitter for 

the purpofe, than thofe of the grebe., ,~hich 
are ihort and weak. The tail of the anhingas 

is extremely long: a charatterifiic very fiugu
lar and remarkable in a water fowl, an.d which 
ought, it would feem, to render them totally 

difiintt from diving birds, whi-eh, ift general, 

have little cir no tail. 

By this trait, {hey approach fiiH nearer to 
the cormorants'*; for though the taUs of the 

latter..are fhorter, the tails of both have·a great 

refemblance to each other, hnce their quills are 

equally {hong, elaftic, and proper to form a 

rudder when .there fowls [wim through the 

water in pur[uit of fiih, which conftitute their 

principal nourifhment. When the anhinga 
feizes a filh, he fwallows it intire if it be fmall 

enough, .and if too large he carrie? it off to a 

rock, or the ftump of a tree, and, fixing 

it under one of his feet, tears it to pieces with 
his bill. 

Though water is the favourite element of 

this bird, it builds its neft and rears its young 

'" At the Cape there are fou,!" kinds of cormorants, 

o,ne of which has a tail almoft as long as that of the an
hin~a. 

on 
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on rocks and trees; but it takes great car,e to 

place th(m in fuch a manner that it can preci

pitate them into a river as foon as they are abl~ 

to f wim, or the fafety of the little family may 

require it. 

There are, in general, few animals [0 fierce 

and f6 cunning as diving ,birds; but, in my 

, opinion, the one lam defcribing [urpa{fes in ' 

fagacityall the other fpecies, particularly when 

fllrprifed fwimming; for it is tI l en very diffi

cult, I may fay indeed impoffible, to kill it, as 

its h ead, which is the only part expofed, 

~lungc s and di f..; ppears the infiant the flint 

touch es the hammer of the fufee; and if once 

,miffed, it is in vain to think of approaching it 
a fecond time, as it never !bows itfelf more, 

but at very great diftances, and then only for 

the moment neceffary for breathing: In iliort, 

fo cunning is it, that it will often baffle the 

fportfman" by pl unging at the difiance of a 
hundred paces above him, and rifing again to 

breath~ at the difiance of more than a thoufand 

paces below him; and if ,it has the,good for

tune to find any reeds, it conceals itfelf there, 

and entirelydifappears. 

Th,e IlJale anhinga, of which I l~ere [peak, 

4 differs 
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'differs from the female, which is [maller, in 
having the whole underpart of the body, from 

the breaft to the root of the tail, of a beautiful 

black, while the latter l1as the fame parts of a 
yello~ irabella colour. : It has alfo, on each , 

fide of its neck, a white ftripe, which extends 
from the eye to th~ middle of its length, and 
inter[eCts a reddifh ground. A very fingular 

chara¢3:eriHiG, common to all the <l:hhingas, 1$ 
that of having the feathers of the tail deeply 

ftriated, and a,s it were tibbed. r ihall pars 
I 

over other fingularities. which will be found 
in my general defcriptions. 

During the time I refided at the honfe of 
Liewenburg, I chiefly employed myfdf in 
again traverfing every part of the diftritt. The 

family, according to the cuftom of the coun-'. 

try, exerted themfelves to procure me oppor
tunities of enjoying the pleafures of the chace; 
and, in conformity with the _ fame cullom, 
the neighbours were invited to join in them. 
vVe killed a great quantity of fmall game, par
ticularly wood-cocks, which are very numerous 
on account of the abundance of rivers that every 
where form fmall marfhes; and we wandefed 

over thofe high mountains which are the boun-

daries 
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daries of this deligb.tful country. The fides 
of thefe mountains are covered with large 

trees, and among thefe we fell. in with a pan • 
. ther, which my dogs roufed from its den 

among the rocks. In an inftant, and at one 

leap, it fprang to the top of a tree, twenty feet 
in height above them; and as the briars and 

fallen trunks whichlay extended on the"ground 
retarded the quicknefs of my pace, I could 

not get within reach of it time enough to fire, 

which afforded it an opportunity of efcaping 
from tree to tree, as faft as it could have done 

on an open plain. Be{ides the an telopes of 
which I have fpoken, we found in the canton 

of the Twenty-four Rivers a number of zebras, 

pafans, bubels, and oftriches, which muft be 

hunted 0[1 horfeback; but the ground is fo 

'covered with bullies, and fo encumbered by 

the arched nefts built there by the termites, 
or white ants, that it is very dangerous to 

pur[ue them full fpeed, as the velocity of thefe 

animals requires. 
Naturalifts have for fome time.paft made us 

acquainted with this fpecies of ants, which, ad. 

vancing under ground like miners, conftrucr 

fpr themfe1ves, at certain di{tances, a fort of 
dome 
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dome or arch fe~eral feet in height. ' Smeathman 

communicated many years ~go tQ the Royal 
Society of London a very minute defcription of 

them, a tranDation of which has been inferted 

in the French edition of Sparman's ,Travels by 

the editor. In this account. we are told of the 

height and figure of the domes conflruCted by the 

termites; of the danger experienced by habita

tions in the neighbourhood of thefe infects; 

and of the deflruCtion ther frequently occafion, 

fo as to defhoy in one night the whole fur

niture of a hOl:fe; but thefe details are not ap

plicable to the termites of the Cape of Good

Hope, or at leafl to thore I have had an oppor

tunity of feeing, either in Camdebo, or the 

diflric.1 of Twenty,four-Rivers. I have found 

more than once termites in Afr:ca; but they 

were neither fo dangerous nor fo deflruCtive as 

thole mentioned by Smeathman. 1 he highefl: 

of their huts, which I faw, did not exceed four 

feet; and they were more or lefs folid, accord

ing to the fo lidity of the ground in which they 

were conflruCted. In fnort, inftead of being 

covered with motS and grafs like thofe feen by 

the Englifh traveller, they are always, in the 

part in which I ~ravelled, perfectly fmoath, 

~nd 
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and of the fame colour as the earth of which 

they have been formed. 
The Hottentots eat the nymphs of there 

ants, which tneyconfider as a very great deli
. cacy; and mine, when they fouod an opportu
nity, did not fail to open the neas to get at 
them. There are alfo many birds and quadru

peds which carryon war againil: thefe infects; 
'hut their moil: dangerous enemy is a fpecies of 

ant-bear, called by the planters erd-varken, 

(earth-hog), which makes them its principal 
pourifhment. \Vhen thefe retreats have been 

fearched and deferted, they become bee-hives, 
and f warm~ of wild- bees take PQifeffion of them 
in order to depofit there their honey and their 
young. My ape Kees £hewed a wonderful 
inftinct in difcovering thefe fecret repofitories 
of dainties, which he announced by repeatedly 
fkipping and jumping, and of which we ihared 
with him the profits: as for me, when I found 
any of thefe nefts empty, and when, having 

been opened only on the fides, their arched 
TQofs remained , entire and unhurt, I applied 
.them to a very ufeful purpofe; I made natural 
ovens of them in which we cooked our victuals. 
V cry little preparation was neceifary, except 

to 
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to clean them well, and afterwards to hea~ them 
with brufh wood. Our viCtuals couM then be 

cooked in the utmoft perfeB:ion. 
If we believe Kolben, Swart-Land and' the 

di{hiCl: of the Twenty-fom-Rivers, wheN the 
Dutch firft fettled there, were inhabited by fe

veral tribes of favages, th€ names of which he 
mentions. At pre[ent, not one ofthefe primi
tive and original nations is to be found, nor 

does tradition even fpeak of their exifrence. I 
have certainly too great a horror for crimes to 
attempt to excufe them, wherever they may 
be found; and if the firft planters got poffeffi(m 
of the two diftriCts I have mentioned, on.]y by 
exterminating the inhabitants, they were 
monfters w hofe name and remembrance ought 
to be devoted to eternal execration. But before 
we condemn them, fhouldwe not convinceo~F
felves by evidence that they are really guilty? 
May not Kolben, who in every page of his 
work commits fo many rniftakes, be erroneous 
alfo in this refpeCt? Have the people he men .. 
tions really exifted, and can we believe that 
the Dutch deftroyed them, w.hen fo many 

hordes of Hottentots, whom they have pre-

ferved, 



190 T R A VEL SIN 

ferved, [ub5ft in the country around and even 

in th e midft of them to this very day? 

However this may be, the diftriCt of the 

Twenty-f6ur~Rivers is at prefent, as I have al-

' ready faid, the moft agreeable part of the 

Dutch colonres ' at the Cape; for not only is 
grain of every fpecies, as well as pulfe, culti

vated there, but the inhabitants apply alfo to 

the clJlture of fruits; and this kind of com

merce is the more lucrative to them, as, being 

almoft the only perfons who carry it on, they 

have 'little to fear from competition. The 

fruits which they fend to the town for fale are 

principally lemons, oranges, limes, ihaddocks, 

Egs and pomegranates. They often tranfport 

thither waggon-loads at a time; and whatever 
be the quantity, fo great is the number of pur

chafers, that it is bought up almoft , imme

diately. The price of there fruits is general

If from four to fix fix-dollars per Hundred 

weight. There is a kind of orange, however, 

called at' the Cape nare(jes, which, notwlth.-

, fianding the fmallnefs of its fize, is fold at a 

,higher rate. The n;retje, difti.n gui.!hed like the 

ci rr,on by a protuberance at the upper end, ~ 
not 
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flot fo large as the common orange, but in tafle 

and flavour is infinitely fupe rior -to that and 

every other fpecies. Grapes thrive well alfo 

in this difiriC1, and tolerable wine and fpirits 

are made from them. 
I have already faid that the colony of the 

T~venty-four-Rivers owes irs name to a current 

that flows through it, and which receives into 

its channel a great number of fmaller ftreams 

that difcharge themIelves along with it into the 

Berg-rivier. This affemblage of rivulets, by 
the ready means which it affords of water

ing the lands, is the circllmfian<:e that has moil 
contributed to fertilize the difiriC1. As the 

\ 

mode of culture requires fcarce!y any labour, 

the inhabitants enjoy a peaceful and happy life. 
Tl: e population, however, _ is far from being 

numerous; a confiderable part ofthe land is , 

fiiH uncultivated; and there are fcarcely to be 

feen more than forty ot fifty plantations, 

whereas the number ought to be infinitely 
greater. 

Such of my readers who know that man is 

fme to mulLiply wherever he finds the means 

of living commodiou{]y, will not fail to lay this 

deficiency in population to the charge of the 

govern-
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government: fOl' myfelf, I blame not the g05 
"Vernment, but the numerous' abu-les introdu

ced, and continu~l1y increafed~ by the inferior 

agents it is obliged to employ. Government, 

undoubtedly, withes for t le pro[perity of its , 

colonies; its own intereil muil naturally infpire 

that willi; but in vain will it make wife regu

lations; in vain will it create numerous ella

b'liiliments, ' jf thofe to whom it entrufls its 

powers employ them only to its own detriment 

and the detriment of the colonies. 

Without preterrding to detail or examine 

thefe charges, which might be as imprudent as 

ufelefs a tafle, I iliall content myfelf with in

dulging a hope, that a town may be one day 

founded in the \ diilriCl: of the Twenty-four

Rivers. Situated in the moil fertile part of the 

colony, it woull foon, from the pleafantnefs 

of its fithlation and climate, furpafs the Cape it

felf; :lnd having the ready means of export

ation, the cultivation of ~ands wouJd necdfarily 

increafe 'vVith the population of the country. 

Its grain and its fruits, as well as the grain of 

a part of Sv,.rart-Land, might be conveyed in 

fl at-bottomed boats by the Berg-rivier to the 

Bay of St. FI,elen; and it would be eafy to 
, efta-
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ellabli!h frore-houfes on the baRks and at the 

mouth of the Berg., At the Bay itfelf there 
might be a magazine for th€ coafring trade; 
and this tracle might be carried on with the 

Cape by means of Doops, which, embracing the 
moment o( faveurable winds, would feon get 

thither with their merchandife, and weuld thus 

fupply with previfiens, very a(hantageeuily, 
and at a cheaper rate, beth the town itfelf, and 

all the !hips frem India and Eurepe which 
might put into Table Bay. From the abun

dance of pafrures ir: the difrriCl:, great numbers 
of cattle might alfo be raifed in it. This fer
tile ceuntry, fo highly favoured by nature, 
weuld furnifh even timber fer bui.lding; unce 
the trees, having lefs to fuffer in this quarter 

from the violence ef the feuth-eafr winds, 
Gould net fail to thrive, if the inhabitants would 
only take care to-form proper plantation·s. Sal

danha Bay might ferve lik~wife as a ce~tral 
magazine for all that part ofSwart-Lalld which 
Nes near it, and which is too far from the Berg 

to fend its grain down that river. This ma

gazine, befides the utility it would be of to the 

p1anters in the interior parts ef the fettlement, 
would become a real benefit to' the !hips of all 

,VOL. I. ' 0 Rations, / 
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nations, which, driven from their courfe by 

contrary winds, and unable ~o enter Table Bay" 

might take :fhelter in that of Saldanha, certain 

of finding there the refre:fhments neceffary to 

'enable them to continue their voyage. 

The wi:fh which I here form for the con

veniency of the planters, and the benefit of na- ' 

vigatorsin general, will doubtlefs long remain 
unaccomplifhed: for has the commercial po-

. licy of privileged companies ever been known to 

unite their private interefl: to the interefl: of the 

public, when ,that ardent thirfl: of gold, which 

rul~s fa powerfully 'the merchants of all nations, 

commands them, in fo imperious a manner, 

to oppofe, from mifl.aken felfifh motives, every 

thing that does not tend to increafe the ad van
tar;es which their greedy avarice leads them to 

expeCl:? It is alfo for another reafon fc.arcely to 

be expected that the Eafl In"dJa company will 

foon carry into execution either the efl:ablifh

ment in quefrion, or thofe I have mentioned 

refpecting the bays of the delightful couatry 
of A uteniqua, however evident it ~ay appear 
that they would promote the good and pro
fperity of the colonies; fince, from t'he fear it 

16 continually under that the captains in its 
fervice 
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fervice may fell, for their own behoof, a part - ,. 
Gfits commodities, and particularly the ipiceries 

with which the lhips that return from India 

are loaded, the company obliges them to 

touch at the Cape, where it is fuppofed they 

are watched more narrowly than they could 

be at any of the other adjacent bays. This 
fufpicion, which certainly does little honour 

to the officers it employs, is even carried [0 

far that a captain dares not take upon him to 

touch at a foreign port, without the mof!: urgent 

reafons; and every perron defirous afterwards 

of commanding a veffel would be obliged, in 

this ' rerpeCl:, to be f!:i1l more fcrupulous. I 
have myfelf experienced a melaq.choly proof 

of the feverity of thefe orders ' ; for on my re

turn from the Cape, during a mof!: unfortu

nate paffage, having firuggled nearly fix months 

againf!: contrary winds, and being in want of 

provifions, our captain would not venture to 

flop even for a moment at one of the Canaries, 
which we paffed within cannon {hot. 

One day, however, the company may per

haps deign to examine my plan, and order it 
to be put in execution; but till it is accom

plifhed, I {hall fincerely regret that fo fine a 

o 2 country 
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country,.£hould be fuffered to remain almoft a 
defert; and that for want of hands and cul
tivation it ihould lofe the benefit of every 
thing that nature has done f-or its fecundity. 

, I am per.[ua~ed that fugar canes, cotton and 

i~digo-, would grow extremely well in the 
diftrict of the Twenty-four-Rivers. 

My hoft, before I quitted him, begged me 
to accept a few bottles of lemon juice, which I 

foun~ afterwards of very great fervice; and 
at the fame time requefted that, on my return, 

I would bring him back a male and a female 
goat from the country of Nimiqua. He had 
h~ard this fpecies of goat highly extolled; and 
it is indeed the moft beautiful I have any where 
feen. His two fans made me promife alfo to 
fell to each of them one of my fufees. They 
expected that, when my journey was finlfhed, 
I {bonld pafs that way again to the Cap@, 

and were' n-Ot aware that my intention was 
to return; thither no more. ,On my d_epar
ture, the family faluted me with a difcharge
Df fire-arms, whieh I was obl-iged to return;. 
and the cafe was the fame at every oth~r planta
tion that I paired. All. the inhabitants- with
out exception ran with the utmoft eagernefs-

to, 
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to meet me, firing their pieces and wiihing 
me a happy journey: a circumftance that gave 

me the greateft uneafinef.~, becaufe, haraifed by 
the noify reception of thefe planters, who were 
continually retarding my progrefs, I was obli

ged alfo, in my turn, tb tefiify my gratitude by 

burning my powder to no purpofe in thefe 

tirefome adieus. 
Thefe inconvenient vifits confumed fo much 

Df my time, that I had advanced as yet only 
four leagues. Next morning, I found my
{elf in the difhiCl: of the Piquet mountains, 

and arrived, in good time, near the habitation 

of a refpeCtable veteran, named Albert Haane
kam. 

This planter was a kind of praCtical philo
fopher, who had ~evifed the means of render

ihg himfelf at once both happy and free; for 
happine[~ and freedom are not always one and 

the fame thing. He had formed for himfelf 

a plan of Efe that had no refemblance to that 
of his fellow-planters. Without wife 'Of 

children, having no conn~Ction with his neigh

bours, and no company, in iliort, but that of 
his own Daves, he lived, as one may fay, alone; 

yet knew fo well how to fupply the wam df 

o 3 fociety, 
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fociety, that time was not to him, as to the 

reft of the planters, a tedious and weadfQII\e 

burtht;!n. B r;: employed it fometimes in IG\.
bour, and fometimes in meditation; for he 

knew as little of reading as they did; and wa:; 

indebted fo r his philofophy folely to his own 

refleCtions, and the combinations fuggefted 

by nature. With all exiftenc;e of this kin4, 

and happy after his own m:mner, he had never 

become a p rey to languor; and the ferenity 

of his mind feemed even to have had an in ... 

flue nee Of) his ch~rader: at leaft I never, io 

any part of the coiony, ,,,titneiTed a 0 fprightlier 

converiation, or Illet with a mOore ami~b!e and 

entertaini ng old m,an. 

H aving been previoui1y informed that I was 

to pafs through his plantation, and to 0 vifit the 

Piquet m ountains, he came to meet me, ane;! 

offered to ferve me as guide in afcending th\,! 

hiOgheft of them, if I would confent to fpend the 

day with him. The fi rft part of his propo.,. 

fal was too agreeable to foe not to acquiefce in 

the fecond. I attended him therefore to the 

mountain, where I met with notbing th at de,.. 

fervecl particular obfervation, but w here I en.,. 

joyed the magnificent fpeCtacle of a view the 
~or~ 
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more extenuve, as the atmoflJhere was renJark

ably pure. The Table mountain was perfec:tly 

vifible to the naked fight, and with my glafs I 

could perceive alfo the town. _ 

Nothing elevated my imagination fo much, 

when raifed to this height, as feeing .the houfes 

of the Cape, on which I looked down.. J moved 

my glafs with great eagernefs over the mafs of 

buildings; and felt as if.l had gained a victory 

every time I concluded that I could diiHnctly 

perceive the btuation ' of a particular houfe. 

Thofe of my friends engaged my fight longeft. 
" They a-re, perhaps, at this moment," faid I, 
" thinking of me, ancl, by an involuntary and 

'-' natural retllrn, I am oceupied {)uly with 

.. ' them. They are expreffing their willies 

" for the fuccefs of my enterprife; imagining, 
I~ perhaps, that I am far diftant and hid in ob

" [curity; while, in reality, I am but juft 

I< exalted above the atmofphere which fur

'" rounds them." 

On my return to the plantatio,n, I found a 
fplenclid repaft waiting for me; fplendid, that' 
is, for the inhabitants of the colony , and fuited 
to the prejudices of their v:anity; ' for thefe 

good and fimple fouls have, as well as others, 

o .if their 
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their failiions and etiquette. It, however, 

prefented no idea of what we call a well ar

ranged tabl~, with delicate diilies and the 
.richeft viands: Magnificence here confifts in 

covering the table with a profufion of meat; 
and the heavier it is loaded, the greater is the 
honour, and the more, in their efl:imation, do 
they treat their gueft as a perfon of importance, 
entitled to their attentions and efteem. 

We were three only at table, my hoft, 
Swanepoel, and myfel£: Twenty grenadiers, 
after a forced march, would , however, not 

. have been fufficie.nt to devour fuch a quantity 
of provifious; the ' diilies themfelves were 

heaped, and that in the middle fupported a py_ 
r.amid of fix roilled fow Is, which were all of an 
enormous fize. 

This profufion, which would have fatiated 
even ogres *, prefented to me the loathfome 
piCture of a farm-yard entirely laid wafte. My 
appetite inftantly forfook me ; and, endeavour ... 
ing to forget ,my ditgui1 hy dwelling on the 
caufe of my jO\.lrney ftill prefent to my mind, 

'" A. kind of fabulous beings or monfl:ers, faid to feed 
upon human fieili, and which make a confpicuous figure 
in Fairy Tales. T. 

I occupied 
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I occupied myfelf, during the repal:l:, in ha~ 
railing with queftions the mafter of the houfe. 

As for Swanepoe1, his eyes were employed in' 

attentively furveying the central and fmoking 

pyramid; but incapable of enjoying any longer 

the gratification of eating, he could devour it 
only in imagination, and was almoft choked 

with fatiety and regret. I can compare this 

extravagant repaft, worthy- of the heroes of 

Homer, to nothing better than to thofe fide

boards which were feen, formerly, at certain 

peri:ods of our fefl:ivals, and which, bending 
under a multitude of all kinds of poultry, 

feemed expofed on purpofe to regale a famiihed 

people. 
As I had already put many queftions·to my' 

hoft during our excurfion to the top of the 
Piquet mountain, I converfed with him at 
dinner on his poffeflions and orchards. Tired 

of fitting, I contrived to exprefs rnyfelf in fuch 

terms refpeCting his fingular mode of life, as 
to ' make him at length think of leaving the 

table. He had no difficulty in juftifying the 
good opinion I had conceived of his activity 
and intelligence. vVe walked over all his 

srounds, in which I every where faw well cul-

tivated 



~o:t T R A VEL 5 I N 

tivated fields, trees in a thriving condition, plan
tations in the moil: admirable order,; in a word, 
an air of fertility and abundance, which I had 
not the ,pleafure of obferving on the other 

' farms and plantations of the colony. 
The difhic:t of Piquet-berg, according to 

what my hoft told me, does not contain more 

than twenty~five or thirty plantations; nor 
can it, in my opinion, ever contain more, be= 
caufe, having but a certain number of il:reams 
and rivl,llets, which the firft inhabitants of 

courfe took polfeffion of, thofe who may in 
future come to fett le will find only barren and 
parched fields tot'l,lly defiitute of water. Th~ 

foil, in general, is indifferent; yet the propri..., 
etors raife what corn is necdfary for their own 
confumption. The only trade whi~h the na
ture of the country allows them to carryon is, 
as at the Twenty-four-Rivers, that of fruit; 
and for this fruit there is no other fale than 
among the neighbouring planters, who feqd 
themfelves to fetch it; for the diil:ance from 
Piquet-berg to the Cape is too great to under
take a journey thither merely to difpofe of 
oranges. My philQfophic veteran was defi-

, TOUS of giving me a certain quandty of his? 
to 
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to fupply me on my journey. In vain did I 
reprefent to him that I had purchafed a fufE .. 
cient ftock, when at the houfe of Liewenberg. 
He went and examined my carriages himfelf. ' 
and filled every empty fpace he cO\.lld find 
with the produce of his orchards, which 
afterwards, and during the greater part of my 
journey, proved an agreeable relief both to me 

and my people. _ 
To this obliging mark of attention he added, 

with the fame kindnefs, a prefent which was 
much better calculated to afford me p,leafure. 
It confifl:ed of three pair of pigeons of a par
ticular fpecies, none of which I had ever be
fore feen. However agreeable to me might be 
fuch an acquifition; I would, however, accept 
but one qf the three pair, as that was fufficient 
for our amufement; and I begged my generous 
hoft to keep the other two till I came back, 
though I ha9 fl1l1y refo!yed within myfelf not 
to return. 

In pailing the plantations of Ifaac Feraffi 
and Gerit Schmit, I was expofed to a frdh 
perfecution from invitations; but as I had not 
the fame motives to induce ~e to accept thefe 

flS I h~d to ~ccept that of Haanekam, 1 abfo-

I fu~y 
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lutely refufed. I knew not a greater punilh

ment tha-n fuch interruptions; and every time 

I paffed through the cfiate of a planter, I.was 

feized as with, a fever when I faw the pro

prietor, with whofe compliments I was before: 

acquainted: that is, I rnuil: fleep at his hou(e, 

and fpend a whole day in drinking and fmok

ing with himr I employed myfelf on my 

journey almoft entirely in fearching for pre

texts to elude the purfuit of thefe good people, 

near whofe habitations I dared neither to itop 

nor encamp: a man fearful Df being robbed 

by them would not have fhunned their ap
proach with more care than I did. How of

ten, when talking with my companions, did I 
'figh after the moment when I :lhould fee be

bind me, the l~ft houfe of this too hofpitahle 

colony! 

I hafiened my march as much as poffi
.hIe, wi:lhing to encamp on the other fide of 

the Kruys. ' This precipitation was not unat

tended with danger, as I learned to my coil: ; 

fegr my life had nearly been the f.acrifice. 

When at the diftance of about a quarter of 

-a league from the river, night overtook me. 

Had I been more prudent I ihould have en

camped 
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camped where I was; but as the road, during 
the whole day,had appeared to be good, I ima- ' 
gined it would continue fo to the ~apks of the 
Kruys,andI ordered my people to advance. ~ 
for me, having tripled tl?-e diftance by continu
ally running after game, ~atigue at length,fur
priied me,and I got into my carriage, and threw 
myfelf upon a mattrefs, to r.efr myfelf for a mo

ment. 
The Hottentot who fat on the pole and di-

reCl:ed the lafl: yoke of oxen, difmounted from 
his feat and walked by their fide; but his com

panion, who wasbefor~ and who guided the 
, firfl: yoke, had quitted his, fo thatthe Hottentot 

behind could nDt wen fee where he drove them. 
The ground near the river became every irr
frant fteeper and more flippery. On a fudden 
a vioknt {hock threw the whole weight of 
the carriage on the pole, and it rolled, with all 
the cattle in confufion, to the brink of the river, 

without any of my Hottentots being able t~ 
flop it or to alter its direCl:ion .. 0 n this move

ment, as rapid as it was violent, I endeavoured, 
but in yain, to jump out. I imagined that I 
was precipitated among the rocks': However, 

notwithfianding my fright, I frill retained fuf-
iicient 
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fictent ' coolneis tp guard, as far as I Was abfl1, 

, againft the wodl: misfortune; and making with 

my arms and. legs under the tilt, in which I 

. faw myfelf buried, [0 many props to prevent 

contufions on the head, I waited with fiim

nefs till the carriage £hould ftop, as I found 

it impoffible to difmount. This fituation was 

extremely painful, but I continued in it only 

a few minutes. To. roll thus without know

ing where; to be iliaken about amidn: the 

darknefs of a dofe carriage; abandoned by my 
people for a confiderable [pace, and having no 

choice but that of being drowned or dailied 

in pieces, was certainly enough to have iliaken 

.. the moft heroic courage. 

My people, alarmed, both for themfelves and 

me, at the contequences of fo melancholy an 

accident, ran as faft as they could to affift me : 

. but as they were Ul~able to keep pace with the 

carriage, and as the darknefs of the night pre

vented them from feeing, in a road fe1dom 

t~'odden, the marks either of the oxen or the 

wheels; I heard them calling to me aloud, and 

talking to one another as if they had been dif

perfed. I replied .anu called to them in my 

turn; but whether through fear on their own 
account~ 
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account, or the dread of feeing me a mangled 
corfe, dallied perhaps to pieces, I was not 

heard, and their cries drowned mine. This 
noife was increafed by the rattling of the other 

two carriages, which had alfo been hurried 

towards the river'; but the drivers, more atten

tive to their cattle, had been able to moderate 

the violence of the impulfe. 
At length, however, w'~ met; and nothing 

could equal the joy of my companions when 

I a!fured them that I had fufiained no hmt. 

Tl1is was not the cafe with my carriages. My 
own, in particular, had fcattered as it flew the 
greater part of the utenfils it contained; and 
what was fiill more remarkable, of the IemGns 

which had been given me, not a fingle one re

mained1 I was obliged to wait till day-light 
-before I could colieC1 again the different articles, 

and repair all the damage occauoned by this 
precipitate defcent. On the other fide of the 

river, which it was neceffary we mould crof~ 

in order to continue our journey, there was a 

kind of plantation belonging to a p~oprietor 
named Dirck Coche. I had need of accurAte 

infiruC1ions and informati'on refpeC1ing the 

rOllte, which Cache was able to give me. It 
was 
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Was neceffary alfo that I ihould purcna[e a cel'''' 
tain number of iheep, and I flattered myfelf 
that he had ~t in his power to fupply me • 

. Whilft my people, therefore, were employed 

in arranging my carriages, and preparing to 
proceed, I fet out before them, and having 
forded the Kruys on horfeback repaired to the 

\ 

plantation. 
Scarcely had I entered into converfation with 

the owner, when his wife, fratting up in a 
fright, uttered fo piercing a cry that every 
perfon in the hou[e r:an to her allifl:ance. Two 
ferpents had actually touched her legs: upon 
her moving I perceived them under the feat. 
We aU armed o~rfelves in the beft manner we 
could with chairs and fricks to defl:roy them. 
When they faw this preparation, their raga 
was kindled, their eyes became enflamed, and 
raifing theirnecks, and hilling in a mofl: furious 
manner, they attempted to dart upon us; but
being upon our guard and attacking them with 
frill greater violence, they fell a facrifice to our 
repeated blows. . It was fortunate for the wo
man that ihe had not been bitten; as they 

proved to be of a moft venomous fpecies, called 

at the Cape kooper-kapd, and ihe would in-
7 fallibly 
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f~llibly have died in the [pace of a few mi'" 
nutes. 

Such is the inconvenience ~f a cour:try newly' 
inhabited. Man continually fees his tranquil
lity interrupted, and his life endangered there 
by troublefome infects, ferocious beafts, and 
venomous reptiles. Coche, by way of caution, 
told me that the kooper-kapel was very common 
in the diftriCl through which I was about to 
travel. After this intelligence, I formed a re
folution that I conceived to be highly necef
fary; which was, not to paIs the night in mr 
tlmt, but to fleep in my carriage, where Uhould 
have much lefs to apprehend from the formi. 
dable vifits of thele alarming guerrs. 

Whilft I was concluding a bargain with the 

farmer fot a few {beep, my carriag€s and their 
drivers croffed the Kruys; and I purfued my 
journey, keeping along the banks of the river; 
but I could not proceed far that day, as we had 
to travel over fand, and to crofs and r€-crofa 
the Kruys fix times. Next day oUr fitua
tion was ftill worfe; the fand was fo deep 
and fo loofe, that th€ wheels of my waggons 
funk almoft to the axle-tree; and for each ve
hicle I was obliged to add four more oxen to 

VOL. I. P the 
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the twelve that already compo{f:d the team. In 
this manner we paffed the plantation of J ofias 
Ingelbregt,' and at length quitted the ferpen-

. tine courfe of the Kruys, which waters this 

wretched country, _ and reached Swart-bas

Kraal. There are however men who, fandy 
and miferable as it is, inhabit this dilhiB:, and 
cultivate the few fpots of lefs barren land which 

are to be found there. One of them, named 
Hans Van Aart, had a plantation at La.nge 

Valey (Long Lake), where I was obliged to 
fpend the night, and farther on was another 
belonging to Hermanes Lauw. ' I did not flop 

at the houfe of the latter; in confequence of 
which I was forced to encamp on a dry pIai'n, 
where I could not find a {lngle drop of water 

to refrefh ;my cattle. By tho way I had met 
with a prodigious number of partridges, and 
had killed a.bout thirty, which I intended-for 
my own [upper and that of my people. My 
cu fl: om , on fuch occafions, was to boil my 
game; for I bad obferved that, when broil

ed or roafted, the fmell of the meat, being 
conveyed to a diftance by the winds, attraB:ed 
during the night a number of hy<enas and 

jackalls; 'whic4 being obferved and driven away 
by 
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Py my dogs, the howling and barking was fo 
incefTant that it was impoffible to enjoy a mO
ment's repofe. As r could not in the pref~nt 

inftance, for want of water, caufe my partridges 
to be boiled, I put one on the gridiron for 

myfelf, and gave up the reft to my people, 

who roafted them upon fmall fpits, :-vhich they 

placed round the fire: but what I was afraid of 

actually happened: a number of carnivorous 

animals, dnLwn towards us by the fmell of the 

game, kept prowllng round my camp, and my 
dogs barking at them did not allow us to {hut 

our eyes for an inftant. 

To this fatigue of the night was added 
thoughtfulnefs for the morrow. I did not know 

whether we iliould be fo fortunate as to find 

any water; and had rea[on to apprehend that, 

after one day of thirfl:, my people and my cat

tle would have to fuffer a fecond fiil! more 

painful. vVhen the morrow came, we found 

nothing but a fandy defert covered with briers 

and rufhes; but while I gave myfelf up to the 

moft melancholy reflections, I was roufedlrom 

my revery by the cry of a bird which paired 

over my head. It was a berg-eerld (I1lountain 

duck), or rather a beneficent geniqs wh.ich came 

P 2 to 
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te> revive my hopes by announcing a difcovery 

I had no ~·eafon to expeCt. 
Perfuaded that this bird was fI ying in fearch 

of water, and. that it would not fail to alight 

wherever it {hould find any, I put fpurs to 

my horfe, and followed it on a full gallop, that 
I might not lofe fight of it. I was right in my 
'conjeClurc: after a few minutes purfuit, I ob-

. ferved it defcend towards a large and high rock, 

where it alighted. I afcended this rock on 
foot, and found· a large cavity, forming a natu~ 
ral bafon, filled with rain water, in which the 

animal was f wimrI;ling, plunging, and flapping 

its wings, wit~l much apparent fatisfaClion. 

It would hav.e been eafy for me to kill it; 

but, after the fervice which it had rendered me, 
how lhameful would have been the ingrati
tude! I contented myfelf with endeavouring 
to put it to flight, in hopes that, as it had en

joyed for a {hort time only the pleafure of this 
bath, it would go in queft of another fome
where in the neighbourhood, and thus point 

out t<9 me a new cifiern. 1\1y expeClations, 
ll(')wev~r, were on thi~ occaGon difappointed ;. 
the bird indeed flew away; but, feared per

haps for the firft time in its life by a humaa 

being" 
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'being, it continued its Bight to a great difumce • . 

apd I foon 100: light of it. 
From the top of the rock I had made a fig

pal to my people to ' advance towards me: 

When they arrived, I ordered them to fill my 

jars. I had feveral in my waggons ; and I cer

tainly, upon leaving Lange Valey, would not 

have fuffered them to be empty, had it been 

poffible for me to forefee the drought that 
awaited us. The jars being filled, I directed 
my people to water my hor[es and a few of the 

fmaller animals belonging to my caravan. 
Thefe repeated draughts exhaufl:ed my cifi:ern, 
fo that nothing was left for my poor oxen: 
but I knew that ruminating animals can en
dure both hunger and thirfl: for a conGderable 
period; and I beG des flattered myfelf that, be
fore the day was elored, I mould meet with 
another fortunate incident, fimilar to that 
which I had jufl: experienced. My hopes, how
ever, were vain; during the whole day we 
had nothilig but a dry and burning defert to 
traver[e. After dinner two of my oxen, ex-

I paufted by thirfl: and fatigue, dropped down, 
~nd I was under the neceffity of leaving them 
behind-fad and melancholy preCage of the 

p .3 misfortunes 
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misfortunes that awaited me! In £hort, I was 

obliged in the evening, as the day before, to 

unyoke my.cattle, and encamp on a fl'ot to
tally deftitute of water, with the expeDation 

of a fate ftill more diftnal the day followi ng. 

A heavy fall of rain which happii y took 

place during the night,revi \ ed my h upes j but, 

heavy as it was, it appeared to ' me at the time 

as if it could be of no fer vke to my cattle; 

for what relief wer~ they likely to derive from 

water which difappeared as foon as it fell, and 

w as in Crantl y loft in the fand r They neverthe
Jefs found means to drink of this rain, which '1 

tl\ollght would be ufelefs to them, by a method, 

the poffibility of which I could never have fl}[

peeled, and wbich afforded me a new oppor

tunity of admiring the fagacity of anImal in
ftina. The water as it fell upon them formed 
itfelf into drops, which, uniting, ran down 

their {ides in [mall ftreams. On the commence

ment oftbe Jlorm they had alfembled in groups, 

and in t:lis pODtion, thronged one againfl: the 

other, licked and colleeled each from the 

body of its neighbour the fireamlets of rain as 

it trickled down. My cattle, by th is unex

peaed [upply, having quenched their thirft, 
and 
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and being at the fame time refrefhed, recover

ed their fhength: but what increaSed my 
aflonifhment was, that the two I had left on 

the road, worn out and expiring, had been al
fo revived, and doubtlefs in the fame manner; 

tor they both joined my camp in the night; 

and Klaas, who always took delight in being 

the fir 0: to communicate agreeable inteJligence, 
came to me at day. break, elated ,<vith joy, to 

in-form me of the circumfiance. 
I was now only a day's journey from Heere

logement (maller's refidence), where I {bould 

find, I was told, a very abundan t fpring of wa
ter, a moO: agreeable retreat, and groves and 

grottos covered with infcriptionf and figm-es'. 
By the defcription that was given me, it ap
peared as if a fecond Al'lgelica, or [orne Hotten

tot Medor, had vifited and embellifhed this 

fcene of enchantment. I banifhed, however, 
from my mind all this improbable romance, 

and indulged oril y the hope of finding the 

fountain. My wants were urgent; I looked 
forward to it, therefore. with longing expeCta
tion, and re[ol ved, if pollible, to reach it before 

night. I arrived; I found it; and, with what~ 

ever refpeCt the defcriptiGn of it ought to have 

p 4 infpird 
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infpired me, its waters were [oon rendered tur.., 

bid by my Hottentots and cattle. With regard 

to the grotto, the infcriptions, the creeping 
fhrubs hanging in feftoons, all thefe like a dream 
vani{hed on our approach. I faw only a large 

cavern, which [erved to fhelter me and my 
caravan. It was fpacious and lofty; anJ, being 

open at the eaft, ~e were covered without be

ing {hut up in it. Situated upon a fmall mount, 

it overlooked on one fide my camp and the 

plain, which, by the uniform and dreary pro
[peet it prefented, filled me with "melancholy 

and difcouragement; and on the other was 

joined to an 'immenfe chain of dry mountains, 
extending in the form of an amphitheatre~ the 
na:kednefs of which, and the qifferent tints of 

ochre, grey, and white, with which they were 
variegated, exhibited a view at once terrifying 
and majeftic. The remains of a habitation, " 

now fallen into ruins, attefted that the proprie
tor had b~e,n long forced to abandon this wild 
and unproductive wafte. I made preparations 
for pailing the night in the grotto; but I was 
obliged to {hare it with jackdaws and wood

pigeo!""10 which repaired to it at the clofe of the 

d~y, and perch<;d in l~undrec!s on a tree, the 
". root§ 
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roots of which were implanted in an enor

mous crevice, while one of its branches over

fpread the floor of this natural hall. 

The figures and infcriptions conGfred only 
of a few caricatures of the elephant and ofl:rich, 
with the names of three or four travellers who 

had probably ftopped here formerly, like my.,; 
felf, to refrefh themfelves. 

Though the fountain contained a :greater 
abundance of water than I expected, my \.!n

eafinef3 was not on that account diminifhed. 

We had frill to traverfe extenuve plains of [and; 
and every thing announced that I ihould, per": 

haps, not find in them fo much as a fpring to 

cool our thirfl:. A ray of hope, however, dif

fipated for a moment my fear. ' In the morn
ing, two large clouds which rofe on the horizon, 
and which approached towards us, feemed to 
promife an ahu~dant rain. Meanwhile no
thing more fatal could have prefented itfe'lf to 

our view; for thefe clouds confifred of myriads 
of locuf1:s,_ voracious and defhuctive infeCts, 
brought from afar by the winds. The fight of 

them threw my people into the utmof1: con
~l~n1atioll, by whom they were confidered as 

the 
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the harbingers Df drought and fierility. My 
ape alone was a firanger to this general alarm: 

he £hewed, on the contrary, figns Df joy and 

exultation, and followed wi.th his eyes the · di

reCtio:(J. of the locufis, expecting with impa

tience that fome of them would drop, that he 

mi:ght feize and devour them at pleafure. 

WhilH: we were indulged at the fountain of 

Heere-logement with a temporary enjoyment Df 

tlle nece(fary refre£h ments, we did not negleCl: 

Dur u[ual labUld1rs and refearches , Among the 

rooks, and on the mountains which furroundecl 

us, we found abt!mdance of thofe fmall qua

drup€ds call€d in the country daffm, and by 

Buffon the daman. I knew already by ex

perience that this {mall animal was excellent 

eating. To people who for a long time had 

lived on lean beef and mutton, this was a for

tunate opportunity of varying OUr food; and 

the £le£h ~f this anima!, howevet· fat it might 
be, could not bTIt be confiderel1l by us as a de

licious treat. My people devoured it with 

thei~ eyes, even before it was in our polfeffion. 

We all, theref6re, fet out in' purfuit of the 

'damans, and each procured as many as he 

4 could. 
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could. I had already killed a few, when, o~ 
turning a rock, I roufed a panther, which I 
fired at; but the fuot in my fufee being too 

fmall to {hike it inltantly dfad, it efcaped. It 
was probable, however, that, having found a 

fort of warren there to fupply it . with fooo; it 
would not retire fa; from its h.tunt, and that 
1. fuould meet with it aga:in. I aCeGrding

Iy fearch ed the environs with my dogs, aud 
fucceeded in finding its l!lfual place of retreat, 

where I faw feveral heaps of the b'Ql!les of 
damans, and the remains of various kinds Of 
fmall antelopes. 

This -difcot''ery promi~d me a c!l.oubJe [atlf ... 

fafrion; that of ki1ling the panther when 'it 

ihonld return to its hidrng-place, and that of 
finding game in tille neighbomrhoop f6'r my 

table, as the animal had fou~d for its repaft. 

Thefe pleafures, however, Were not re"alized : 

for neit'he'r I nor my people met with any ante .... 

lopes, which perhaps had all been defhoyed 

by the panther; and with regard to the ani

mal itfelf, I in vain fpent two wearifotne hours 
of the night waiting for it in ambuih :it did 

not appear; which induced me to believe that 

I had 
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I had re:alIy woundea it, and that it had pro
bably gone elfewhere to die. 

During my hunting excurfion I fell in with 

a Hottentot, fervant (0 a planter in the neigh
bourhood, for whom he was looking after a 
flock of !heep. Though I had already, among 
my animals, a tolerable lot of !heep; yet, as the 
barrennefs of the count,y I had begun to tra

ver[e made me apprehenfive that, with all my 

economy, they might not be fufficient for our 
confumption, I wi!hed to increafe the number 

I 

'by purchafing fame from the Hottentot. As 
a keeper, it is true, this ,man had no right to 
~ifpo[e of them·; .. but I offered him fa advan
tageous a price, that his malter could not but 
have been fatisfied with his bargain. He per

filted, however, in refufing ,me; arid the only 
benefit I . derived from our interview was it 
knowledge of my beG: and !hortefl: road to the 
Elephants-Riv,er, where I was anxious to arrive. 
, According to this !hep4erd, I had ltill a long 
~ay's journey to travel) wl}ich it would be 
neceffary when I fet out to accompli!h as 
fpeeailyas pomble, without interruption and 
without hii-Iting, as during the whole route 

neith~):' 
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neither water nor paftur<\ge would be found. 
He informed me alfo, that beyond the river I . . 
:fhould meet with the fame inconveniences, 

till I arri veci at the cQuntry of the Nimiquas ; 
and added, that though it was now the rainy 

[eaJon, the rain had univerfally failed; that a 
dreadful drought was every where experi

enced; and that never in the remembra,nce 

.of man had this part of Africa fuffered fuch 
difirefs. 

This intelligence troubled and difquieted my; 
mind. I forefaw nothing but misfortunes to 

my enterpiife; and we even already b€gan 
to experience them. ' Six weeks - on ly had' 

elapfed fince I quitted the Cape, yet my oxen 
were as much fatigued ~s they had been during 
my firfi journey after a march of fix months. I 

To give them time to reft themfelves and re
cover their firength, I remained at Heere

logement feven whole days, during which our 
table occafioned fuch a confumption of d4Jen 
or damans, that even my Hqttentots began to ' 

loathe them. At length, hovvever, on the 
fourth of July, the war we had declared againft 
there poor animals ceafed, and I quitted the 

place, after having left my name and the date ' 
9 . of 
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of my arrival in the gl'Otto, according to the 
cllltom of preceding travellers. _ 

Agreeably to, the advice -of the ihepherd, I 
fet out at break of day; and after a very fa

tiguin g march we perceived towards night, 

from the elevated point on which we then were, 

the Elephants-River winding below us, at the 

dHtance of about half a l!,!ague; but as I knew 

by experience the danger of defcending moun

tains in 1he night time, I refolved to encamp 

·on the eminence, and, notwithltanding the 

extreme fatigue of my cattle, to wait for the 

morning, before I ihould proceed to the river. 

On each fide it 'was bordered with very large 

mimofas, and various kinds of white trees of 

the fpecies of the willow; but the ground was 

, every where fcorched and dry, and the fmallefr 

trace of verdure was not to be perceived even 

under the trees. In vain did I fearch a-, 
long the banks in hopes of finding fame lees 

parched fpot which might afford grafs for my 
catt.le: I could not di (cover a fingle tuft of 

herbage; fa that they were obliged to be fati!:' 

fied with a few oily plants, and the leaves of 
ilirqbs. 

At a little difl:~nce from the river was a 
hou[e 
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houfe inhabited by a widow1 Va:a-Zeil, and 
I her family, which 1 difcovered by feeing fome 

cultivated fields. I repaired to it, and met with 
the molt friendly reception. The widow 
fold me [om.e {heep, and alfo four hundred 

pounds of tobacco, which I thought proper to 
, - . 

add to my fiock. For this tobacco, which 
was of her own growth, I paid at the tate of 
two-pence Dutch money per pound, which. 
made about eighty !ivres for the whole quan
tity. I purchafed alfo fome firong liquor, to 

fupp!y the place of that which I had ,already 
confumed. The widow, in the courfe of our 
converfation, confirmed the account sf the 
Hottentot fhepherd refpecting the difafirous 
drought by which the country was' deColated ; 
a drought indeeGl fo excellive, that all the 
hordes Of the Leifer Nimiquas had quitted the 
interior parts of the country, in order to ap
proach the fea-coaft. 

By the dreary profpeCt before me, I was enft 
abled to judge what the country would be in
to which I was about to enter; aI}d yet I frill 
entertained hopes, and endeavoured, as I may 
fay, to quiet my fears by deluGon: fo pallible 
<lnd even probable does that appear7 which co-

incidei 

.-
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incides with our ardent willies. If the coun .. 

try of the Leffer Nimiquas, faid I,has been de .. 

prived' of rain, this fcarcity of water has per

haps been only local; the difl:riCls iituated 

beyond it may not have experienced the 
fame drought, and may have had an abun

dant fupply of what has been hitherto want

ing in thofe through which I ,have travel .. 

led. 

Reafoning thus from very uncertain proba~ 

bilities, I employed ' my thoughts i~ devifing 

means for traverGng a country, the drynefs of 

which, however terrifying, might not be an 
invincible difficulty; and I hoped that it would 

be fucceeded by another better watered, the 

temperature and fertility of which would per

haps. make amends for all· my fatigue. 

'When the widow found that I was deter"

mined to depart, notwithfiandil'lg her advice 

and remonfirances, !he prepared for me a fmall 

fupply of bifcuit, and defired her two fons to 

[how me· the only ford at which I could crofs 

the river without danger. We were obliged 

to go along the bank downwards to a conG. 

derable difiance t(i) find ·this paffage, to which 

my guides conduCted me with their oxen; 
and 
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and as a te[\:im~ny of their friend£bip they 
wifhed to accompany me to the other fide, and 
to remain with me till the next morning; but 

I declined their offer, becaufe, as the weather 

vifibly threatened rain, I was apprehenfive that 

the l water might fuddenly rife, .and prevent 
their return. It was indeed fortunate for me 
that I croifed the river that evening; for dur
ing the night there came on a deluge, which 

continued, without interruption, fqr three en· 
tire days, and which flattered me · with new 

hopes o~ the happy fuccefs of my journey. Its 
violence was even fo great, from the vety firft 

moment it began, that I was obliged t~ ha!t, 
and to encamp on the border of the river. I 
was here favoured by my good fort\1ne; fince, 

had I been one day later, I £bould have found 
no ford, and £bould have been reduced to the 
neceffity of croffing on rafts; a laborious ~e~ 

thod, which would . have occafioned to my 
people much fatigue, and to me' a great lofs of 
time; befides that, the iheam being rapid and 

enclofed between fleep banks, the ufe of a raft, 

during an inundation, would hav~ been at~ 

tended with confiderable danger. 
The fecond day the waters {welled fo much VO/, Q... as 

-
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as to reach my waggons; and I was obliged', 

therefore, to remove my camp to a greater 

dillance towards the plain. Had the r1fe taken 

place during the night, my camp might have 

been fwept entireTy away; and my own fife, 
and the lives of my people, have been expofed 
to the moil immin.ent peril. 

At the Cape, I had often heard of the riik 

which a traveIfer runs in this part of Africa t 

whew he encamps too near-rivers. Refpeeting 

thefe dangers the planters had even told me 

wonderful tales, to which I gave little-credit, 

conGdering them only as the exaggerati0ns of 

the narrators; but experience has fince con. 

vinced me of their truth. Many a time, when 
-encamped during the moft beautiful wt:ather. 

and even after a very great drought, near [mall 

rivers, and at a diftance frgm their banks, have 

I feen them fo [well on a rudden, by the burft. 

ing of a ftorm, as, in leCs than three hours, to 

rile above the ' trees on their banks, inundate 

the plains to a confiderable diftance, and fOFill 

around me an immenfe lake. 

It is, 'therefore, prudent in a traveIl.er never 

to encamp near rivers, except 0'1 an eminence 

which, when at their greatefl:-height, they can· 

not 
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not reach; and it is eafy to afcertain this boun
dary by infpetting the tl:ees on their banks. In ' 

their overflow they carry ala-ng with .them 
teeds and grafs, which, being caught by the 
branches, remain fufpended, and atteft how far 
the water has rifen. in the day .. time we may 
without danger flation ourfelves on the banks, , 
under the fhelter of the trees. In general, in
deed, no {hade is to be found any where elfe; 
and if a~ inundation!hould happen, there would 
at leafl be little or no ri£k, as nothing could 
prevent its being feen; but to remain thus ' 
lit~ated in the night, would be expohng our
[elves imprudently, and efpecially during the 

. winter monroon. 

The rain having at length teafed the third 
day, I proceeded on my journey; and follow
Ing for three houts the courfe of the fiream 
oownwards, I arrived at the confluence of a ri
'vuiet, called in the Hottentot language k oig
nas, and by the Dutch Dwars-rivier (crofs
river). This fhearn, which; like the greater 
part of thofe in Africa, flows only during the 
rainy fearon, was fD deeply enclofecl between 
banks in the place whete we CQuld crofs, that 
we did not obfetve it till we were clofe UpoJl -

Q..2 itS: . 

- / 

-
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its brink. The palfage acrofs this rivulet, to 
fpeak the truth, gave me great uneafinefs ; not 

indeed on account of the Koignas itfe1f, which 
is very narrow, and, receiving little water 

from other fir_earns, had not been much in

creafed by the rain; but on account of the dif~ 

ficul!'y of approaching it, occafioned by the 

fteepnefs and height of its banks. The foil,_ 

befi.d~s, confified of glutinous earth, which the 

rains had rendered fo flippery, that the defcent 

was extremely dangerous for my carriages. 
Thus did drought and rain both confpire to de

feat my intentions ; and every thing, in iliort, 
feemed in combination to prefent at every fiep 

new obfiacles to my progrefs. 
Klaas, wi{l~ing to contribute by his care to 

the happy fuccefs of our Pil{fage, took upon 

- him to diretl: the firfi_ waggon, and put him
felf ~t the head of the oxen: but his foot hav

ing flipped in defcending, he fell down; and 
before he had time to rife he was not only trod 
upon by the firfi pair of oxen, but the other 

four a1fo palf€d over his body. Luckily I had 
obferved him fall, and ~y cries brought to his 

aid his companions, who, favouring by their 
refifiance the efforts made by the driver to 

keep 
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keep back the laft yoke, ftopped the carriage 

at the very moment that it was about to de
fcend, and juft ready to roll over niy 'unfor

tunate favQurite. I dragg~d him from below 

the oxen; and it is impoffible for me to ex
pre[~ the joy I felt, when, having placed him 

on his legs again, and interrogated him refpeCt

ing his fall, he informed me that he had 

received no material injury. He had however 

fuffered fome contuucJlls from the oxen; but 

thl:fe animals, ,though hurried down the de

[cent, had, from an inftinCl of which I admired 
the fagacity, fpared him as much as circum
fiances would allow: and indeed it is almoft 

incredible that fo many feet fhould have pa{fed 
over him without crufhing him to death. 

Having landed on tl1e right bank of the 
Koignas, I direCted my route, according to the 
information I had received from the widow 
Van-Zeil, towards the Vleerm'/-lp-Klip (rock 
of bats). As I advanced, I obferved the track 
of a lion quite frelli. This difcovery, which 

£Ince my departure fr .)m the Cape was the firft 
of the kind, warned me to be upon my guard 
in our encampment during the night. Th~ 

~ni~al had been lurking among the bullies 

<;L3 neal' 
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near the river, at the time of our croffing it» 
and had doubtltl[s been determined to fly tG 

the plain by the noife of my caravan. I went 

in purfuit of him with one of my hunters and 

[orne dogs, and we followed him the greater 

part of the day; but the approach of night, and 
the fear of 'lofing our way, as it was ' at laft fo 

dark that I could . no longer diftinguifh the 

tracks of the wheels of plY carria~es, ~9mpelled 
me. to return to my camp~ 

Swanepoel" to fupply me with a beacdn by 
which to direct my courfe, had caufed the fires 

~o be lighted fooner than UfUill! I hiive al
ready [aid that it was auftomary for. us to 

kindle feveral every evening; they fHved both 
to fecure us againft the cold,during the nighr, 

and , to frighten away hurtful and dangerous 
animals; but on this occafion they attracted a 
particular [pecies, from which it was impoffible 

for us to defend ourfelves. The rock I have 

!llentioned, near which we were encamped, 

Fontained an immenfe quantity of bats, and it 
is from this circumfhnce it takes its name. Of 
.thefe animals fame, feared by a light that was 
pew to them, made in their holes fo frightful 

a noife as almoft to ftun me ~ while others 
" fluttered 

Q.I.,(."_\ l 
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fluttered in hundreds around us, fqueaking, and 
every now and then flapping t~eir wings in 
our faces. . In vain din we attempt to defend 
ourfelves; the threatening crowd only in~ 

creafed, and we received blows from . every 

quarter. Favoured by the darknefs, I perhaps 
might have fecured myfelf againa their infults , 
by returning to my waggon; but h0w efcape 
from the piercing din of this countlefs multi
tude, which made the very rocks refound with 
their cries? My cattle alfo were as rriuch an
noyed by them a,s ourfelves; and every thing 
announced a difagreeflbie night, wi lhout . the 
hope ?f relief. In this diRreffing, fituation, I 
Caw only one courfe to be purfued; which 
was, to decamp immediately, and leave the 

field of battle to thefe troublefome and obfri

nate enemies. 
I accordingly gave orders to frrike our tents 

and yoke the cattle, and, proceeding down the 

Efephants~River, ~ncamped at a place called in 
the Hottentot language Krekenap, ami in Dutch 
J3ack-boove. 

Notwithlhnding the vexation and ill hu

mour into which this nocturnal decampment, 
~nQ ~he ' adventure that occafioned it, had 

Q.4 thrcWil 

/ 
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thrqwn us, I was pleafed with the idea of ad. 

Yftncing, from the hope of finding convenient 

pafturage for my animals, which were all re

duced to a mo~ deplorable condition, arid par

t,icularly my oxen and horfes, which, unce we 

left Heere-Iogement, having had nothing but 

fuc~ oily plants to feed upon as had been fpared 

by the drought, were feized with a loo[enefs, 
which gave me very great uneaunefs. That 
they might ~~cQver, I allowed them a few da 'S 

reft; during which ; deGrous of turning this de

lay to advantage,I refolved to traverfe theneigh

bout'hood, and to explore the country, efpecially 
the mouth ' of the Elephants-River, which, 
from the information 1 had received, could 

be only a iliott diftance from my new camp. 
Klaas, though he fiill felt fome pains from 

his fall, was ea~nefi in his deGre to accompany 
me. I fet out, therefore, attended by him and 

three more of my people; among whom was 
one of thofe Hottentots he had engaged in my 
fer vice, and who was loaded with my private 
tent, the only baggage I thought it nec~{fary to 
take with me. My intention was to proceed 
~long the bank of the river; and I conceived 

th~t by thus followin~ its ~ourfc I iliould 
ihorteI\ 
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fhorten the way, as J fhould run thereby the 
Ids riik of loling myfelf: bu~ the rain had the 
day before fo fwelled the river, that it had ill 
many parts overflowed, and had formed, efp>e

cially in the low lands, immenfe lakes. Thefe 
colleCtions of wa~er, which oftenprefented 

themfe! Yes, rendered it neceifary for us t.o m~ke 
long windings, that greatly retarded our pro~ 

grefs ; and to reach the fea, I was therefore 
obliged to employ more time thaI!, under other -

circumfl:ances, fuch a difl:ance would have re
quired. I would not, however, alter my route, 
becaufe the lakes were covered -with an lro
m~nfe multitude of aquatic birds of ~very kind, 
and p·articularly gulls, fea-fwallows, and !la~ 
mingos, which I faw in thoufands. 

I thought I mull: find among thefe innu
merable flocks new objeCts worthy of being 
added to my coll eCtion. I indeed killed feveral, 
and among thefe a charming bird three feet in 
height, which at prefent makes a part of my 
cabinet of natural hill:ory. Its head and throat, 
which are entirely bare, are covered with a 

!kin of the brightefl: red, terminated by a band 
of a beautiful orange, which feparates the 
naked part from that covere9. with feath-ers • 

. 4 The 
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The upper part of the wings, having broad 

ftripes of a fine violet colour, agreeably fhaded, 
is bord~red by a white band of feathers, the 
thic~ .and filky·beards of which, feparated from 

each other, have <), perfett refemblance to a rich 
fringe. The quills of the wings and t'l.il a.r~ 

of a greenifh black, which, a.s it receives the 
light in a more or lefs oblique diretl:ion, affumes 
the appearance of violet or purple. The refl: 
of the plumage is of a beautiful whlt~. The 
bill, which is 101'lg and [omewh3.t crooked, is 
yellow, as are the feet. This bird belongs to 

the genus of the ibis~ of which we are already 
acquainted with feveral fpecies. 

I-t~ving at ~ength arrived before ni~ht at the 
fea-iliore, I caufed my tent to be ereaed, and 
a fire to be kindled; but notwithfianding our 
great fatigue none of us could c10fe our eyes. 
The fea breeze was fo !harp, and the cold fo 
exceffive, that ""e were obliged to employ the 
whole n~ght in warming ourfel:ves. This fiat\:. ' 
of fuffering made me wait with impatience fpr 
the day? and as foon as it appeared I fet ou~ 
In. quefi of game with three of l1'ly people, ad .. 
vancing along the banks of the river. 

My cornraQi~ns [gon left m~~ and went to 

h4Ilt 
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}nmt among the fand-hills, w,ith a view of 

finding fome 'bird or animal with which I :was 

unacquainted, or any other extr~ordin?-ry ob

ject proper to gratify my curiofity. They 

gave themfelves cOI).fid~rable trouble ~ but their 

7eal was unaccompanied with fuccefs . . AU 
their [carch ended in the difcovery of a few 

antelopes (ree-bock), at which they fired;, and 
which, Bying towards me, followed ~a~h 

other in a firin g, as tpey p;dfecl the fpot where 

I {tuod. I h~cj aIt opportunity of firing at 

~hem ~n my turn; but at that rpoment I W!1$ 

~ngaged in viewing a prodigious number of 
'V ultures, and other birds of prey, · which I faw 
Bying round, or hovering in the air, ;md the!). 

IJ.l ighting at the difcance of a quarter of a league 

pefore me. M y rcople had kill~d ~wo of tho[e 
antelopes called Heen-bocks; bu~, regardl~[s of 
this acquifition, I was devouring with my eyes 

the cJ.rnivorous birds I had di[covered, which . 

w ere becoming every moment more Dume ... 
rous; and my curiofity was doubled, when I 
was told by my people that thefe birds were 
flttraCl:ed by the fmell of a dead elephant, or 

fome other animal, on which it WilS probable 
fhey were feeding! . 

, 

I 
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When we approached, we actually found 
on the {hare a fpermaceti whale about fifty 

feet in length. It was lying at the diflance of 
,more than a hundred paces from the fea; and 

had doubtl~fs been forced thither by the waves; 
but the fea mufl certainly have experienced a 
moO: ~remendous ftorm, to be able to throw fo 
far a mars fo enormoUs. It was attacked by 
a~ariety of ca'rnivorous birds, and by a num

ber of crows; but par·ticularly by different 

fpedes of thofe fmall quadrupeds, of the genus 
of the polecat and weafel, which, at the Cape, 
are known under the general name of muys

hondo All thefe animals were buGly feeding 
upon the whale, of which a confiderable part 
ha(} already been devoured by them; but our 

approach difturbed the enjoyment of their re
pail:. The birds betook themfelves to flight; 

the mZIJ'Jhonden fcampered away; the crows, 
however, a fpecies of carnivorous animals' 
more obfl.inate than an'y other, remained and 

were loth ,to quit their prey: without being 
frightened by our vifit, they hovered round 

,the carc'afe, and over our heads, croaking in the 

m oft frightful manner 
The fand, to the diftan'ce of more than fifteen 

feet 
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feet round the whale, was moift,ened with its 

blubber, which had been converted into od by 

the heat of the fun. The lofs of this greafe, dif
perfed in this manner, w as a fource of affliction 
to my Hottentots, who regretted that they had 
not within their reach one of my carriages load
ed with a dcnen barrels, that they might fiU 
them with oil; an event which would have 
rendered them happy during the whole jour-

I 

ney. Defire, however, foon begets indufiry : 
they thought of their antelopes, and requefied 

my permillion to difpofe of them. I):aving 
obtained it, they returned to the fpot \Where 

they were hid, and, flaying them, made Eags of 

their ik.ins, of which each was capable othold
ing more than forty pounds of oil. 

I endeavoured myfelf to derive fome &'nefit 
from the whale. Examining it with atteltion, 
I obferved various kinds Of beetles crai'vling 
over this immenfe body of carrion, ane em
ployed alfo in devouring it. Having cOlllted 
fourteen different fpedes, I began to hun~thefe 

{warms of infects; and f~me individuah {e

lected from each fpecies were, in turn, racri-
I 

ticed to my favourite r allion, and ferved 0 en-

rich my [mall colleCtion. The repofit<fY in 
yhich 
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which I preferved them was a Bat light h6~ 
made 'of deal, which I placed above the dawn 
of my hat; and in order that it might be car.;. 

tied the more ~ommodiouny, it was; lik€ the 

hat itfelfj of a round fdrm, and fecured as 

well as, fuadedby the ortrich-feathers 'with 

whieh I was aceufiomed to ornament my 
head. 

Mo re fatisfied with what i had cbIIeaed 
than ",ith the immenfe provifron of oil made 

by my Hottentots, I returned to my tent, 
which had been guarded i.n my abfenee by on~ 

, of m;" people. Having [een by the way, 
amons the fand-hills, a confrdei'able qtiantity 
of the dung of eiephants; I was induced td 

beiieve that thefe anrmais mtin abound in this 

diO:ri:.'1:, and that the river had not unJuftiy as· 
qnind its name from them. None of the dung 

was rndeed frefu ; but I concluded from this
clrcunftance that the eiephants ufualiy fre,;;; 
querred th(;l right bank of the river, and that; 

forcd at this fea[on by the drought to quit a 

fpot :hat was now beeome barren, they had 

croH:d over to the i~ft) whkh I ,fuppofed to bel 

lefs prched. 
T le[e, however, Were only conjeCtures; and 

proba~ 
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probability, perhaps', ought rather to have led 

me to believe that thefe animals, without 
changing from the one bank to the otner, had 

retired into the interIor parts of the' country. 
A deure of meeting with a herd or two,· and ot· 
hunting them, had neverthelefs (0 Heated my 

imagination, that, by attempting to gratlfy i't,. t 
expofed myfelf to the danger of being irr'epa.-" 
. rably loft, with the befl: Hottentot of my ca:· 

ravan. I {hail here give a particular account 
of this celebrated infl:ance of fool-hardinefs, 
which was nothing lefs than to crofs with my 

fire-arms, baggage, and attendants, a confider

able river {welled by inundations, in order to 
encamp on the oppoute fide. 

Fortunately I had with me excellent fwim~ 
mers, to whom the croiling of a rivef1 what
ever might be its breadth, could be no caufe of 
uneafiners~ With me the cafe was entirely dif. 
ferent. The reader will recollect that I once 
before imprudently rifqued my life, in my firft 
journey, when purfuing an eagle on the banks 
of the ~eer-Boom. 'War-ned by this danger, 
I had fince exercifed myfelf frequently in f wim
ming, and had indeed never neglected it when 
an opportunity occurred. I was however as 

yet 
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yet very imperfealy acquainted with the art; 
and I by no means found myrelf fufficiently 
confident to, attempt an overflowing river, 
whi(l:h was at the fame time extremely rapid 
and of an immenfe breadth. I held a confulta

tion therefore wi th my'people on-the courfe to 

be pur[ued, and the beft and moft prudent 
means to en[ure its fuccefs. 

The firft idea that fuggefted itfelf to us was 
that of a raft; which was the moft natural as 

well a's the moft convenient mode of convey
ance, and that which I had tried before without 
;my accident, but on rivers, it is true, lefs dan
gerous. Trqfting to the ftrength of my f wim- , 
mers, I imagined for a moment that it would 
be a~ eafy ta:fk for them t~ drag it 1:0 the op
pofite bank; but on examining the difficulties 
more minutely, 'we apprehended, and with 

reafon, that, as the raft would form an ex
tenfive, furface, it might acquire a velocity 
which it would not be pollible for the fwim
mers to overcome and to direa. It was neeef. 

fary however to find or 'to conilrua fame 
fpecies of float that would bear me, an'd they 
might be able to condua. My Hottentots had 
no :fkill upon Y:lis fubjea. How-indeed ihould 

they 

"

" 
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they be ingenious in r€fources of which none 

of them had any need? And by what ihange 

accident did it happen, that there fl:ood upon 

this ihore a native of Surinam, educated at 

Paris, and incapable of fwimming? The inca

pacity was all my own: it was therefore jufl: 

t hat I lhould invent the means of relieving it. I 

propofed to launch upon the fl:ream the trunk 

of a tree, upon which I lhould feat myfelf 

a{lride ; and my four compani0ns unanimoufly 

exhorted me to have courage, and they would 

anfwer wtth their lives for my fafe arrival on 

the oppofite ihore. 
Thus animated, I felt no longer the fmalleft 

hefitation : it remained only to find the fpecies 

of float requifite for my purpQfe. Of trunks, 
indeed. there was an abundance; for the in

undation, as is fure to be the cafe in thofe 

countries where trees and plants, pailing 

through the various :fl:ages of vegetable life, 

perilh as they fl:and, and wither on their roots, 

had overturned great numbers, and fcattered 

them along the banks; but the maj ority of 
them fl:ill retained their branches, and of t~of.e 

without branches, fame were too ihort, fa me 

too long, and others too {lender. It was need:' 
VOL. I. R fary 
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fary tei fix upon one that was in all n{pecr!l 

, f~vourable to our project; and after proceed

ing to a conlid'erable difiance up the river, we 
at length' fucceeded. The difficulty that had 

atte~ded this refearch had been accompanied 

with no little "murmuring; meanwhile to this 

very circumfiance, in the end, were we in. 
debted for our lives. 

Our firfi operation was to launch the tree? 

and to fix to one end of it . two firings of 

leather, to enable the fwimmer~ to drag it after 
them. vVe then rolied up in a bundle their 

k roifes and my tent, which we fafiened to the 

middle of the float, tying firmly at the fame 
t ime to this bundle the two leathern veifels of 

oil, one on each fide. Thefe ve!fels I thought 
would not only ferve to diminiih the weight 

of the machine, but alfo prevent it from over
fetting and plunging me into the water. 

It remained to find a method oftranfporting 
our powder-flaiks and artillery, and parti.cularly 
of preferving them dry! This care I took upon 
myfel£ It would be p"offible, I imagiped, to 

hold my fufees refiing on my ihoulders; and 
as to the powder-flaiks, I fufpended them from 

my neck, with my watch. The preparations 

being 
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being Bnifued, and every arrangement made 

for fo fingular a paffag€, I proe::eed, accoutred 

in this grotefque ma~J.ller, to my ftation. I enter 

the water aftride on my log, place myfelf erect, 
as if on a [addle, that is to fay, upon the kroffes 

and tent between the}eathern veffeIs ; 'my fwim~ 

mers dart forward, they take hold of the ftrings, 
they draw along the frail and perilous bark, · 
with its cargo and paffenger, and I behold my
felf adrift upon the ftream. 

So many precautions might [uiEce to fecure 
me againft every accident: I was therefore 
free from apprehenfion. At the [am~ time, 
not to exh~uft my fwimmers, to whom [0 wide 
a paffage muft prove trying, I [ettled with them 
that there ihould be only two of them in the 
front to pull me along, while the other two, 
refting upon the hinder part of the raft, might 
ftrike with their feet, and puih me forward 
with their bodies; thefe l.aft [erving to relieye 
the others as occafion ihould require: a plea
fant kind of Tritons, Wh0 were [oon to give a 
high degree of alarm, to their Neptune. ' 

At Brft we proceeded delightfully; becaufe 
the pa~t of the river which had overflowed the 
banks, fcarcely poffeffing any motion, offered 

R 2 of 
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of courfe very little refif!:ance. The fwimmers; 
therefore, dragged me along without difficulty; 
they were even ridiculing the fear they had 

entertained of not fucceeding, . and I myfelf was 

making merry' at my own expence. I could 

not help laughing at my ftiff and conf!:rained 
attitude; with my two arms raired aloft hold
ing in the air my inf!:ruments of death; with 

the collar that was about my neck, and the 

baggage which furrounded my waif!:, -ferving 

as ballaf!: to the mof!: fingular conveyance that 
the mind of man perhaps had ever invented; 
but the [cene was prefently changed, and the 
accents of our voices became expreffive of very 
different fentiments. 

Scarcely had we entered the current when, 
its rapidity overpowering our efforts, we raw 
tmrfelves gradually drifted out of our courfe; 
.and foon its violence was fo great that, notwith

ftanding the courage and dexterity with which 
my negroes combated with the water; we 
found ourfelves haftening towards the fea. 

Had we been aCtually carried thither, no 
exertion could have faved me: Imuft infallibly 
have perifhed. . However, as my good for

tune would have it, the wind, blowing from 
the 



A F RIC A~ 245 

the rea, counteracted in fOI?e-meafure the cur
rent, and retarded our defiruction: but, at th~ 
fame time, it excited waves that prevented us 
from advancing to our defiination, and which 

befides fo continually covered us with water, 
that we were every infiant hid from each 
other. 

By an inconvenience alfo which it was not 
poffible to have forefeen, and which would 

now admit of no remedy, the trunk, which had 

hitherto continued fieadily in its horizont~l 

pofition, could no longer Qe kept in it by any 
effort. Sometimes it preifed with violence 
upon the fwimmers that conducted it, and ren
dered it impoffible to preferve the thongs at 
their full extent; or to derive any adnntage 
from them. Sometimes it was urged with 
equal force in the oppoGte direction; in which 
cafe it hung with irreGl1ible weight upon 
the thongs, pulling back the guides, and {bak
ing them completely out of their courfe. Bur, 

what was worfe, it often funk entirely. under 
water at one end, while the other was raifed to 
a fituation nearly vertical. In this pofiure, the 
affifiance of th e f wimmers behind was rendered 
ufelefs; ~nd I faw myfelf, 111 fpite of all my 

R 3 Hotten-
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Hottentots could do, carried along by the cur. 
rent, toifed thiG way-and that-, and ready every 
moment to lofe my equilibrium. 

The danger was imminent. The fwimmers 

ip the rear precipitate] y quitted their poft, and, _ 
feizing the thongs, all four endeavoured to pull 
me forward with their utmoft ftrength. I at
tempted by the ufe of my feet to aRift their ef
forts. Their exertions were incredible: they 

had promifed to place me in fafety on the op
poute ihore, and they deemed - them{(Jves 
obliged rather to die than to quit their tlnder
taking; but, notwitbfianding their unihaken 
fidelity, I began to defpair. The force of the 

curre~t feemed fironger and ftronger; it drew 
, me every moment to. wards the fea; and I faw 

no profpect of fafety but in quitting the trunk, 
the accoutrements about my neck, my guns, 
and all my conveniences, and cafting myfelf 
up on the mercy o{my Hottentots, hoping that 
they , by furrounding me, would be -able to 

_ keep ine above water, and convey me either 

to the (hare we fought , or the ihore we had 
left. -

In the midft of the mofi lively alarm I had 

ever expe~ienced) would. it be fuppofed what 
was 
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was the nature of the confolation that dimi
nifhed my horror? I frrongly felt upon this oc
cafion how much the calamities of man are 

leifened _by being divided. I commiferated the 

poffible fate of my brave attendants, who feem

ed upon the point of facrificing their lives to 

their attachment to me: yet this attachment 
took away the bitternefs of death: I ihould' at 

leafr not be abandoned till I had experienced 
all the attentions of friend1bip. 

Meanwhile my poor Hottentots, panting, 
exhaufted, and deprived of frrength, called on 
each other with a feeble voice to perfevere. 

Not one relaxed his hold of the thong; not one 

ceared to fwim, or to oppofe fome fort of re

fiftance to the frream; they had recourfe to £kill 
where frrength failed, and ,were attentive to 
improve every poffible adva-ntage. One of 

them was wholly .qew to my fervice, a frranger 
to my intercourfe and my perfon; yet he did 

not yield to his comrades i.n pertinacity, and I 
believe would have been · one of the Brit to 
peri.ih in the exertion. 

Death feemed to f\:.are us in the face, when 
I began to perceive, by the diminiihed re

fiftance, that we had fufficiently cleared the 

R 4 centre 
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centre of the current; they perceived it too~ 

they collected all their force; they took breath; 

they found themfeIves in a perfeCt calm; and 

prefently they gained the iliallow, where they 

could touch the bottom with their feet. The firft 

who felt it announced it by a iliout, which was 

repeated by the r~[t. In vain iliould I attempt 

to paint the emotion which now burft forth 

from us all. . I difengaged myfelf from the 

grotefque frtuation, which had excited alter

nately our pleafantry and our alarms; I leaped 

upon the {bore; I thr~w myfeIf upon the neck 

of my deliverers, and th,ey embra~ed me with 

tranfport. 

OUf firft care was to kindle a large fire, by 

which to warm ourfelves and dry our clothes. 

From the combined effeCt of fear and thf! 

water, we ihivered as with al1 ague. My fwim

mers, by a happy forefight, had p~ovided 

themfelves with a calabaili of brandy. Not

withftanding my repugnance to this liquor, in 

the prefent inftance I partook of it with plea

{ure; an~ though the quantity I drank wa~ 

{mall, it braced up my nerves and inftilled new 

life into my frame. . In oroer to have the free 

ufe ?f fUY hands in clinging t9 tbe trunk, I 
, ,. ,.' had 
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bad been obliged during our paifage to fallen 

my aJ;tillery to my knees; it had accordingly 
been wetted; and I hallened to repair the 

mifchief by wiping and drying it. Twenty 
limes had I been drenched myfelfby the waves; 

yet the water had fortunately neither penetrated 
my powder-flaiks, nor injured my watch. 
What'rea[on had I to rejoice that I had fo far 

perfevered as not to abandon the raft! The lofs 
of my fire-arms ~nd my tent would have been 
irreparable; and not only would it have de
feat~d the objeCt fcir which I had croffed the 

river, but have greatly incommoded me in my 
gen~ral expedition. 

At the time, however, other thoughts occu
pied my mind. I congratulated myfelf folely 
on the dangerwe had efcaped; of the greatnefs of 

which I had no conceptio.n, till I obferved from 
pur landing.,place the dillance we had paffed. 
Then it was that I refleCted with ferioufnefs on 
the extravagaI\ce of my folly, and the rafhnefs 
of the enterprife. Upon viewing the paffage, , 

I 1huddered with terror. It was not a river 
~bat we had cro{fed, but a vail: inundation, of 
which the eye could fcarcely reach the extent. 

/is I had no infiruments to meafure it, it is 

9 impoffible 
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impoffible for me to fpeak with accuracy of 
its breadth; · but fome efi:imation may be 
formed from the time we were upon the water, 
which I obferved to' be a full half-hour: mean
while an allow'ance mufi: be made for the ra
pidity of the ftream, which drifted us from our 
courfe and retarded our pafTage. 

Perceiving my Hottentots to be recovered a 
little from their fatigue, I began to think of 
the moaeffeaual means of rewarding their 
fidelity; and I requefi:ed them to afk of me 
with freedom whatever they pleafed. 

Klaas was at this moment fitting by my fide, 
fqueezing me by the hand, and teftifying in 
the moa ' affeaionate manner the pleafure he 
felt at having once more contributed to my 
fafety. "I ha..ve a favour," faid he, " to afk 
" of you, not for myfelf, but for another. If 
"you think that my friend Jonker" (which 
was the name of my new Hottentot) " bas 
" aaed like 'a youth of courage, I could willi 
" you to beftow on him a fufee. It was I 
" who engaged hIm in your fervrce; it is I 
" who am refponfible for his condua; and be 
" afTured he will never give yOtl caufe to re
" pent this indulgence." 
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To underfiand this requefi the reader mufl: 
know, that I impofed on myfelf very fevere Jaws 

' in the diftribution of my fire-arms. They , 

were nc:t given to all my people indifcrimi
nately. On the contrary, I had granted this' 
favour to thofe alone with whofe charaCl:er 1 
was thoroughly acquainted, and who had fig

nalized themfelves as much by their fidelity, 
as by their courage and addrefs; and thefe I 
farther difiingui!hed by the name of hunters. 
Every month I gave them alfo a du_catoon (a 

piece of coin of about nine livres) as pay; while 
the reft received only a rix-dollar, which is 
one third lefs. This pay, to men who had no 
need, during our journey, to be at any ex
pence, added to other little profits which it was 
my intention one day to beftow upon them, 
could not but afford them the hopes of con
fiderable enjoyment when my excuruon ihould 
be completed, and they ihould return to the 
Cape. 

I promifed to Jonker what Klaas had a{k.ed 
for him; that is to fay, to give him, on my 
return to our camp at Krekenap, a fufee, with 
complete accoutrements and ammunition. I 
~ven conferred on him another favour; that of 

7 appoint-
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appmntl11g him one of the conductors of my 
principal waggon, the benefits arifing from 
which, added to his pay as a hunter, increafed 
his income -one half. Thus did I enjoy the 
pJeafure of difiributing rewards and granting 
promotion to my ~opJ.panions, without the in
fluence of any bafe intrigue, any infidious re
commendation, that might induce me to be Ja
-villi towards forne, and niggardly and unjuft 
to~ards others. In {hort, I happily governed 
my fmall caravan without the affiftance of thofe 
plodding intriguers, who yain of their know
ledge, and intruding themfelves every where, , -

arrogate to themfelves the right of meting out 
rewards, and pro~ouncing definitively I;efpetl .. 
iug the merits of others. 

Thefe marks of diftintlion, thefe various 

honours, conferred all at' once upon my new 
Hottentot, [0 elated him with joy, that he 
could not find words with which to exprefs to 
me his gratitude. Po ffeffe d of a fufee, and be

come the condutlor of the carriage of his 
mafier, he was in his own eftimation equal in 
importance to a grandee of Spain. To liften 
to this Hottentot, he had all the difpofitions 
requifite in a fportfman. He felt, he faid, the 

greateft 
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greatefl: deure imaginable to become a good , 
markfman; and though he had few opport\lni~ 
ties of improving himfelf, he found his {kill 
little inferior to his mofl: experienced neigh
bours: In iliort, he expatiated fo much, and 
with fuch umpliciqz, upon the method he 
prac:ti[ed for hitting the mark, as to afford ex:
treme amu[ement to his countrymen who knew 

him. Seeing how much they enjoyed the joke, 
I propofed a trial of !kill, nothing doubting 
that our new knight-errant would prove an 

inexhauftible fouree of entertainment. His 
three companions were all of them .expert in 
what they undertook: as to himfelf, the poft 
of fafety, by way of eminence, would have 
been to have placed one's-felf preeifely before 
the mark. 

As I raw he looked [omewhat ailiamed, and 
took the point to heart, and a~ he was even 
afraid that his mifcarriage would injure. him 
with me, I was eager to revive his confidence: 
I told him that, when I firl1 attempted to 
handle a gun, I {hot farther from my mark 
than he did, and that I had no doubt, with 
his enthuuafm upon the [ubjeCl, he would [oon 
prove a very excellent markfman. I iliould 

have 
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have been Iefs forward in my compliments to 

a fpruce petit-maitre of my own country, moil: 

efpecially if his foppery betrayed itfelf in the 
putting on il pair of [pectacles. 

What I had predicted in pleafantry was after

. wards confirmed : Jonker became in reality 

the moil: intelligent, and the firO: of my pur
veyors. A few obfervations will explain this 

fingularity. Hunting in Africa is a very dif

ferent purfuit from what it is in Europe. There 

the talent of the hunter does not, as here, con

fiO: only in having a il:eady hand~ and a [ure 

eye: w~th thef~ qualities he muil: po{fefs others 
ftill more e{fential, and without which nothing 
is to be done againO: the cunning of the an
telopes of the defert. He muO: have an acute 
fight, fo as to difcover the game at a confider
able difiance before they difcover him; he 

muO: employ great art to lure and to. deceive 
them; above all, he muil: po{fe{s an active body, 

capable of a{fuming every pofition, and of 
drawing itfelf patiently for a long time upon 

the ground, in order to get within reach with

out being perceived. Thefe are the qualifica
tions of gpod' African hunters; this it is which 

gives them that rare charatter, [0 highly 
eO:eemed 
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tfteemed by the planters and the Hottentots, 
and on account of which they are diftinguifhed 
by the name of wild-bekru)per, an appeliation 
equivalent to that of creeper-after-game. Such • 
a fportfman, though he may not !hoot fo well 
as another dellitute of this African talent, win 
at the fame time kill more gqme; becal1fe, by 
his fupplenefs and addrefs, he will contrive to 
drag himfelf along, till he approach f0 near the 
animal that the moft un:fkilful ihooter would 
find it impoffible to mifs. The Boihmen are 
generally confidered as the beft bekruyper;; 
meanwhile I have had frequent opportunities 
of admiring the fame Clgility in Jonker. 

His fight was fo keen,_ that he could often 
dillinguifh an antelope as it lay upon tlte 
ground, at a diftance that I could not obferve it 
even with my glafs; and, excepting Kees, he 
had the mof!: penetrating eye of my whole ca
ravan. 

Wild animals poifefs the fenfe of feeing i.n 
the greatefl: perfeCtion ;. becaufe, from the kind' 
of life which they lead, havi~g great difrances 
to traverfe, the faculty is in continual exercife, 
by the frequent need they have of meafuring 
thofe dif!:ances. For the ~me reafon, men 

alfo 
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alfo in a flate of nature enjoy this rente in a 
degree fcarcely lefs exquifite;. and if thofe in 
civilifed fociety are deficient in this quality, it 

, ~s b~cau[e t!:leir pro[pe?!s being almofi always 
more confined, they have much lees occafion 
to develop it; becaufe _ every thing that fur
rounds them, fuch as filks, gilding, reverberated 
and multiplied, lights, objeCts of luxury, va
riegated and dazzling colours, fatigue, without 
improving their light; and lafily, becaufe their 
profeilions, praCtices, and habits, their writing, 
reading, and the firange abufe of pleafures" 
mufi tend early to impair a fenfe continually 
ftrained and perverted, while nothing is at the 
[arne time prefented that can bring it to pe_r
feaion. Why have hunters, who refide in 
the country, and above aU mountaineers, better ' 
fight than the inhabitafl'ts of cities? The rea[Cln 
is plain; and I may adduce myfelf as an example. 
Bef~l,"e my arrival in Africa, my fight was [0 

weak tnat, to read or write, I was obliged to 
hold the book or pape·r clofe to my eye. But 

having [pent [everal years in the open air, traG 
verfing mountain,s and valleys, aad croffing vait 
rleferts, it has been conGderably firengthened ; 
and I can. now fee as far as another. 

Wheg: 
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When We had amufeJ ourfelves for fame 

time in firing at a mark, I thought it would be 

prudent to eni.ploy my powder in a more ufe

fut manner. As i't was for the purPbfe of hunt
ing elephants that I had croffed the river, at 

the hazar~ of my own life, and the lives of my 
four companions, I n!folved to go in purfuit of 

thefe animals. With thi.s view, accompanied 

by my three hunters, I ranged about and 

[coured the whole country; but we faw neither 

dung nor traces, which made me fincerely re
gret that I had fubjeCted myrelf in vain to fo 

much fatigue, and expofed myfelf ufelefsly to 

fo, many dangers. I t is probable, as I have al

ready faid, that the elephants frequented the 
tight bank of the river; but when obliged by 
the drought to change their refidence, inftead 

of croffing to the left bank, where they would 

have found an equal fcarcity of food, they had 
retired farther into the interior part of the de
ferrs towards the north. 

The feverity of the cold had prevented us 

from Deeping the preceding night, and we 

,were again equally unfortunate. A violent 
rain which came on continually extinguifhed 

our fires; nor was it poffible for us to re-kindle 
VOL. I. S them. 
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them. We were obliged, therefore, to fortify 
ourfelves with patience, and to wait till a new 

day fhould arrive to invigorate ollr f!:rength . 
It appeared, but without bringing more fa

vourable weather; and I refolved to return im

mediately to my camp by the fhortef!: way I 
could find. As the rain had rendered my tent 

and other baggage exceedingly heavy, fo that 
my Hottentots were likely to be overloaded, I 

advifed them to abandon the two ikins of oil, 

that their burden might thereby be lightened. 
This was r~quefring~ however, an impoilible 
facrifice; and rather than have made it they 
would have left behind them their clothes. Too 
mindful of the fervices they had rendered me. 
and unwilling to offend them, I contented my
felf with taking Klaas along with me; and I 
committed to 'his care my ibis, an objcill: of 
which I was as tenacious as were my Hotten
tots of their oil. With regard to the otner three, 
they were to take their own time, and return 
in whatever way they fhould find mof!: conve

nient.-
Towards evening we arrived oppoute m.y 

camp, to reach which we had only to crofs the 
river ; and we were 'tt a place where, with a 

little 
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Httle precaution, it was tolerably prafricabk. 
The darknefs of the night prevented Swane

poel from feeing us ~ but our cries reached him, 

and he fent two horfes ufed.to the water, and 

two fwiIhmers to guide us in oilr paifageLwhich 

We ,happily effected without danger. 

Behold me then returned to my family; 

atnQng my tents, my 'Carriages, my companions, 

and my ahimaisl Ho~ gre~t was my joy when 

I compared my prefent tranquillity with my 

fituation at the mouth of the river! I found 

tnyfelf, however, fo exceffively fatigued, and 

fo oppreited with drowfinefs, that, having 

taken off my wet clothes, and put on dry ones; 

I threw myfelf on my mattrefs, and flept with

out interruption till the n~xt day at noon, that 

is to fay, nearly eighreen hours, I ihduld 

even, I believe; have fallen into a lethargy but 

fbr the care ofSwanepoel, who, alarmed at my 

fleeping fo long, and fearing that I was iI,I, 
came to waken me. 

Jonker and the other two Hottentots, ,,·hom 

I left behind, had arrived in the morning; and 

they did not fail to relate to their companions 

all the circumfl:a'nces of our curious ad venture. 

Each made his r~Il'iarks according to his cha-

5 1 raCter; 
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raC1er; but the hiilo!-y of the whale diminilhed 

my imprudence in their eyes, and rel1dered me 

much lefs culpable_ They even confidered 

my journey to the coaft as the moil fo-rtunate 

. of our enterF~i[es; and they all regretted that 

they had not been chofen to accompany me: 

all , that is to fay , but Swanepoel, who alone 

feemed farry I had undertaken it, becaufe of 

t,he dangers to which it had expofed me. 

Sometimes he addrdfed his reproaches to the 

whole company, and fometimes ' to the four 

fwimmeFs in partiCtllar, whom he conudered 

as criminal for having obeyed me. I myfelf 

even,· as foon as I awoke, was not exempted 

from his cenfut.e. I refpeC1ed him on account 

of his age, and I liftened to his remonilrances ; 

but I regretted at the fame time th~t I ""as not 

able to anfwer him, by difplaying before his 

eyes the fpoils of a conquefl: more brilliant than 

that of an ibis, the only fruit of my perilous 

expedition. , 

At dinner, my four companions had filied 

the heads of the other Hottentots with an idea

of the great quantity of oil they might pro

cure· by going to the rea fhore where we had 

left the whale. During the reft of the daYt 

their 
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their converfation was engrofIed by this un
for~unate fubject; and [0 heated were their 

imaginations, that, when I -awoke the next 

morning, they came to me in a _body to beg 
I would allow fix men with tvvo oxen to 

make an excurfion to the {bore, for the pur

pore of collecting a certain quantity of the 

melted blubber, which would afford them fo de- 

licious a treat. This, however, was not pre. 
cifely the motive they alleged, to induce me 

to load my waggons with this additional in
cumbrance. They _pretended to have my 
interel1: in view; the traces and axle-trees of 

my carriages, they faid, had almofi: every mo

ment need of being oiled; they wanted it even 
at prefent, as they h3d not for a long time 

been greafed; and I {bould run, perhaps, the 

rifque of not finding again fo favourable an 
opportunity. 

There pretences, thmlgh apparently founded 
in truth, had with me very little weight. I 
had jufl: learned that, during my -abfence, two 

of my beft oxen, while drinking at the river, 

had been carried away by the current and

dr-owned; and there was reafon to apprehend 
th,at the fame accident might hap en to others. 

S 3 I had 
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I had befides flattered myfelf, that, by remain .. 

ing at Krekenap, I ihould find pafiurag-e 

which would have r~fiored my fick cattle; 

and it WqS jp. reality to give th~;n time -to re

cover that I had indulged myfelf il1 an excur-

, fion acrofs the river. This difiriCl:, however, 

had fupp\ied them witl~ no better food than the 

preceding ones; their dyfentery fiill increafed ; 

and I found them on my returQ much worfe 

than before. I had refolved, therefore, to de

camp the fame day, and to proceed with aU 
p'offible expedition iq fearcl) of a more fertile 

~nd happier fpot. 
Thts plGln was by nQ m!O'~ns favourable to 

that of a ,journey to the fea : but an ar~ent de

!ire is pot fp eaGly extinguifh~d; and I clearly 

faw that loonel: or later + mufi give way to it. 

Iy1 Y. l-Iottentots p~rfifitd in their requefl:, re

p refenting that it would in no marner retan;l 

my departure, if I woulq allow IJ onker to be 

of the party., who being a,cquaint~d with the 

deff!lts which I was going to explore, would 

ferve GIS a guide, and enable them ro jo~n jI1e by 

the ihorteft roads to the pla~e \,\!h~re I might 
happen to en'camp. · Had I continu~d any 

lo~ger obfi~nate, ~t might have excite;d top 
much . , 



A F RIC A; 263 

much di(content among my Hottentots. They 
received my confent with tranfports of joy 
that bordered upon gelirium. For the ,mo
ment, neither the evils we had fuffered nor the 
greater ones which awaited us had a !hare in 
their thoughts: every thing was forgotten : 
the hope alone of an abundant fupply of bluQ
ber was fufficient to conaitute the moa per
fea happinefs. 

So great was their eagernefs, that ~ was 
obliged to allow Jonker to fet off immedi~tely 
with the two oxen and his detachment. I 
gave him afufee and ammunition; and he was 
faluted by the acclamations of my whole com
pany. Enviable mortals , who could be con
tented at fo fmall an expence, and whom a 
little oil was about to render fo wealthy and 
felicitous! 

My own departure was lefs joyful; though 
I had {hong reafons for quitting without re
gret the banks of a river which had been fo 
highly. extolled to me, ' and whi~h had proved 
by my refiding there fo dif~arou~ to my cat
tle. But I was terrified at the P.tofpea befoT'e 
me, and I anticipated the misfortunes with 
which I was threatened. The fry was beau-

S 4 tiful 



tiful arid ferene, and we directed our coutfe 

towards the north: notwithf1:anding, however, 

the mildnefs of the weather, my cattle were fq 
weak that, after a march of three hours, they 

, - . " ~ 

refufed to drayv, and obliged me to halt. · In 
. th.e afternoon they were able to proceed only 

two lea,gues farther. I was ·t~en unger the ne: 

!=effity of unharneifIng, and of abandoning thre~ 

pf my oxen, which funk through fatigue, ~nq 
probably died on ~he fpot, ~s we never faw 

them afterward~~ In the nig~1t I loft five 

more, which I raw miferably periili in th~ 
·place where they had lain down, wichout my 
being able to afford them relief; and [0 weak 
and exhauf1:ed were the remainder, that, ano
ther league, and they would all perhaps be re

duced to the fame melancholy utuation. \V ~ 

had found, indeed, during the whole day, 

neither .water nor pafturage :. yet I refumed my 

journey, but 'with the precaution of fending 
out, in all direCtions, fuch of my people as I 
could [pare, in order to di(cover, if poffible, a 
fpring and a little herbage, near which we 
might encamp. 

Bl~t vain and fruitlefs was the precaution: 
~he foil, in this frightful defert, prefented every

where 
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where to their view the fame fcorched and un.!. 
productive furface. I , now reproached my
{elf for the valuable time I had wafted on the 
}Janks of the Elephants-River, by which my 
cattle had been deprived of the little fl:rength 
that remained to them, and were rendered in
capable of gaining .a lefs fatal diftriC'l:. \Ve, 

however, purfull!d our way through the naked 

fands, exhaufl:ed, melancholy amd hopdefs. 
At length 1 perceived at.a diftance the Krakkeel

KIt~{) (rock of difcord), where, I had been 

told, was a deep and (pacious hollow; and the 

late rains it was pollible mi-ght have filled it 
with water. As we drew nearer, we imagined · 

rhat upon the borders of this hollow we faw 
fome waggons: an idea that filled us with joy _ 
and revived our hopes. We inferred from 

this appearance, that the cavities of the rocl~ 
mufl: infallibly abound with water; and as to 
the carriageB, whether they were the property 

pf a Hottentot or be~onged to fome traveller~ 
we might promife ourfelves certain informa
tion of the route w~ had 'to purfue. Alas! 
it was all a delufion. LTpon our approach the 

waggons difappeared, and in their ftead two 

~normous clephant~ prefented themfelves t9 

p~ 
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our view, who had come to· this refervoir t<l 

«}uench their thidl:, and who betook them
{dves to flight the moment they perceived us. 

The cavity indeed contained fome warer, and 

a fufficrent abundance to ferveeven my whole 
. caravan. But how detefiable was its nature! 

Frequented by alI the wild an,imals of the difiricr, 
who repaired thIther to drink, the horders of the 

pond were covered with excrement and filth, 
which the rain continually diluted and carried 

,along , with it to the bott:om of the refervoir. 

Ey the fermentation of thefe putrid and infec

tious fubftances, it had acquired a greeniili co
lour, a naufeous fmell, and the mofi abomi
nable tafte. So great, however, was our diftrefs, 
that the diJcovery of this difgufting pond was 
confidered by us as a fortunate event. Before 
I fuffered my cattle to tafte it, I ordered the 
jars we had emptied the preceding evening to 
be filled; and to render it as drinkable as I 
could, 1 filtered i( carefully through feveral 
linen cloths; it was then pu~ on the fire; 
and afterwards I threw into it a few ounces -
of colfee that had been ground. By thefe 
operations it was clarified a little, and the 
taRe it had contraCted by the faline and ful-

9 Fhurous 
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phurous particles of the excrements diffolved 
in it wall fomewhat diminiilied; but the nox
ious qllality, communicated by thefe folutions, 
remainyd in all its forc::e. All who drank of 

it were fei~ed with a lQofene;:fs; and to fome 
it occafioned vomiting, hiccups, ~nd violent 
pains in the bowels, which made us appre
hend that the water might have been poifoned. · 

I wall th<;: only p~rfon it {pared; or rather, my 
fufferings were lefs becaufe, having mixed it 
with goat's milk, I h'ld drun~ but a very fmall 
quantity. 

from Krekepap ,to Krakkee1-klip, the diftapce 
WflS only eight le'ilglles; and thefe eight leagues 
had been the bufinefs 9f two complete days: 
during the fe(:pnd, indeed, I Wlj.ll able to ac
complifh 9n1y three, which coft me qo lefs than 
eigh~ hours march. For, exclufive of the 
general weaknefs of my oxen, which could 
with difficulty drag themfelves along at the 
rate of hillf it mile an hour, we had continu

ally to unyoke, in order to leave behind ns 
thofe ip particular, which, fainting through in
anition, were incapable of rifing again upon 
their legs. In a word, to form a jufi efiimate 
of the deplorable fituation to whic.h thefe ani-

mals 
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ruals were reduced, the reade~ muft be in
formed that, fince 'my laft departure, that is 

to fay , during the two calamitous days I have 

been fpeaking of, I had left feven~een of them 

extended hete and there on the road. 

Towards ev;ening, I faw arrive fucceffively 
at the rock different herds of antelopes (fpring
bocks) which were accuftomed no doubt to 

quench th eir thirfl: at the pond.- I n vain di d 

I attempt to get near enough tel k ill fome of 

them, thereby to -obtain. a "fupply of provifion 

for a day or two, and fave the few {beep I had 

left. They eluded my vigilance; and my-horfes, 
being equally exhaufted with my oxen, could 
not be employed in purfuing them. No utua

tion could be more defpemte. I imagined my
felf to have arrived at the boundary of my 
t'ravels, and I retired to reft overwhelmed with 

the moft painful and melancholy ideas. 
Next morning we ound our poor ani'mals 

~n fuch a ftate .of laffirude, that we unani

moufly agreed to fpend the day at Krakeel-

, ~lip, to afford them an opportunity of refting 

themfe1ves; and I employed the early part of 
th'e interval in once more giving chace to the 

aQtelopes with a few of my beft markiinen : 

b\lt 
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but the plain was too open and unc0vered for 
us to come within {hot of them. 

The pond was the only refervoir of water 
within a great diitance round, and fortunately 

fame-coveys of moor-fowl repaired thither to 

drink. My people: more fuccefsful than my-:
felf, killed about thirty brace of thefe birds? 
whi'ch afforded us a moit excellent repait. One 

of my oxen was in a {tate of agony, which 
feemed to indicate that before night I {hould 

lofe him. ! therefore refigned him to my 
Hottentots; and the Refh, when falted and pre
pared after their manner, fupplied them with 
a itock of provifions which laited fame time. 

I had retired to my tent, a prey to the 
bittereft reReCtions, when, in the middle of the 
night, Kees all at once fent forth a cry which 
was initantly anfwered by the barking of my 
whole pack of dogs. By the acutenefs of his 

fmel!, his hearing, and his fight, this animal 
was always the £iff!: to put us on our guard 
againit danger;. and, of all tge fervices which 

he rendered to me, this was the one which 
principally induced me to be fond of him. 
The alarm he had ,given fet every body on 
foot; for we had equally to dread the attack 

of 
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of the Bofhmen and that of ravenolis beafts 

of prey. The vicinity of the <:iRet'n might 
expofe us to either, and perhaps even to 
both at the fame time. Uncertain what 

. enemy I had to combat, I caufed a few 
ihots to be difcharged towards the quarter 
which my ape pointed out, and from time 
to time I took care they fuould be repeated. 

Thefe fuppofed enemies were my people, 

'who had gone in fearch-of the whale. They 
were now on their return; and, having difco .. 
vered our camp by means of the fires we had 

kindled, were haRening to join us. The noife 
of our fufees had frightened them; they kept 
therefore at a difrance ; and previoufly to their 

advancing they difcharged a fuot in their turn 
to inform me who they were. 

At that moment, however, prepoifeifed with 
the idea of being attacked, and having no ex
peGl:ation of their arrival at fo unfeafonable an 
hour, their fignal only increafed our alarm. 
We imagined them to be maroon Hottentots, 
who, provided with fire-arms, had come to 
affaffinate us and plunder my camp. The 
difcharging of the fufee firengthened this idea, 
and was confide red by us in no ot~er light 

than 
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than as the commencement of a battle. P.re
fuming th:tt the enemy was firing from [om<: 

amquih, and was endeavouring to dif.lodge 

us, I encouraged my people, and we refled 
under arms the whole night, refolved~ iR 
cafe of extremity, t.o feU our lives as dearly 

as pollible. 

When day appeared, I obferved indeed, at ;;it 

certain difl:ance, a group of Hottentots; biut 
though they were in reality my own, not feeing 

the two oxen which ought to have accompanied 

them, my mind became more and more con

firmed in the idea that pre-occupied it, and r 
did not know them. Obferving them, how
ever, approach towards _me, I went to meet 
them, and the illufion was prefently at an end. 
The a.ir of dejeclion with which theyaccofted 
me fufficiently announc~d ' how well founded 

had been my foreGght, when I oppofed their 

departure. They. told me that they had gone 
in quefi 'of me too far to the north, fuppofing 

me to be more advanced in my journey , but 

perceivin~ no traces either of my waggons or 

animals, and apprehenfive that forne accident 

jlad retarded me, they had thought proper to 
return, and had proceeded towards Krekenap. 

With 
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With regard to the two oxen, they had pe .. 

rUbed by the way for want of pailurage. Per
haps my Hottentots themfelves had occauoned 

their death .by fatiguing them too much , and 
obliging them- to carry a burthen of oil greater 

than their fl:rength would admit. I was in "
manner convince~ of the truth of this fufpi~ 

clOll: but, fituated as I was, I did not think 

it right to dHhearten them by reproaches. W ho 

could have believed it? From the moment the 
party had quitted the whale, they had neither 

~aten no r drunk; but the paffion for the oil~ 
of which they had gone in purfuit, had rendered 

both hunger and fatigue fupportable. They 

brought back about a hundred pounds 'weight i 

and there was nothing, as I conceive, that they 
regretted in this cruel di[ailer but the not ha v- . 

ing been able to bring the whale ,itfelf. 
I was afraid [0 much as to examine the flate 

of my caravan. From day to day it had be
come more deplorable, and my foul was fill ed 
with anguiih and apprehenfion. It was not 
without effort that I could fpur ,myfelf on to 
the review. I could, however, no longer dif

penfe myfelf from afcertaining the number of 

oxen that wer€ cppable of being again put in 
harne[s. 



A F RIC A. 

harnefs. Alas! it was dreadfully diminifhed, 

and I Was opliged to leave one of my vehicles 
behind me in the defert. It ,was the firil time 
fllch a misfortune had overtaken me ;' but 

there was no rerriedy, and my Africans ad
vifed me to fubmit. But this was not all: r 
knew not what was to become of us, whither 

we were to 'go, or to what point we were to 
direCl our cOUl-[e. This wa.s a new' and more 

horrible fouree of difquietude. I cannot de .. 

fcribe it in a more ihiking manner than by 

adding, that I defpaired of being able' to con

ceal thefe alarming circumilances from my 
companions, and therefore called them to
gether and laid the whole of the cafe before 

them. By one, I was advifed to return the 

way 1 had come, and to regain the Elephants

River: by another, to puih on to that of Swarte 
Dooren, which was i,n reality not a river, but a 

canal made by fome torrent; but which, from 
the late rains that had fallen, might perhaps 
fupply us both with water and pailurage. The 
firil of thefe projeCls was impraClicable, and, 
fo far from offering a refource, threatened de
ftruClion as well to ourfe1ves as to our cattle, if 
we were rafh enough to uqdertake it. We 

V"L, I. T ihould 
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fhould have, indeed, at the Elephants-River, 

though no paf!:urage, the confolation of water 

in abundance; but to return ,through the 

{corched plains we _had left beh-ind u's, and to 

. travel three days. more, with fu ch lean and ex

hauf!:ed animals, and in want too of every 

neceifary, was more than could be effected 
though fome god, bad been the charioteer. 

On the contrary, the other plan might plunge 

us itill deeper perhaps in the abyfs; but, con
e'ealed behind the veil of futurity, it was a r~

fource that afforded us at leaf!: fome food for 

our hopes. 
Obliged to make a choice, I therefore gave 

the fignal for advancing; and every thing was 

in mOlien for our departure. We abandoned 

the carriage, after taking fuch thingsIrom it as 

. I conceived v.ould be neceffary for our ufe, 

and fubftitu ting in their ftead fome heavy 

boxes from th~ oth€r two -vehicles, in order to 

render them lighter. Thefe a:rticles I intended 

one day to recover, if circumfbnc~s proved 
favourable; and in the mean time J. el1truited 

them to the care of heaven and th~, elephants. 

However, that no Hottentot hord~s 9r pl a nter~ 

fmm the frontiers, pailing th~t w~y, might 
fave 
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fave me this trouble, I ordered the carriage to 'be 

furrounded and even covered all over wirh the 

branches of trees, which gave it at a diftance the 

appearance of a bufh; and, as a fart-her precau

tion, my Hottentots took off one of the wheels 

. and buried it at a difl:ance 1n the earth. 

We refumed our journey, and by patience, 

courage..j' and ,perfeverance, arrived at JaO: at 

Schttit-Klip (boat rock), but not without lofing 

more of oUr oxen r though the diftance we 

travelled W<;lS only two leagues and a harf. 

Schuit-Klip is a ,fmall rock of an ova1 form, 

and, as its na-lne implies, hollowed out like a 

boat. It contained a [mall quantity of water, 
and, to add to our felicity) of a mort excellent 

kind. From the fteepnefs of its horders, the 

quadrupeds in the neighbourhood ,<vere unabl~ 

to trouble it, and it was not therefore fIJoil ed 

like that of Krakkeel-Klip. For the fame rea

fan, my horre? could not drink at this , refer

voir; but we drew from it a fuffi ciency to afford 

a little refrefhment both ~o them, and my 

oxen; and, always fanguine as to the future, 

I deferred till the: next day the continuance of 

our journey. So many obftacles, however, 

that feemed incapable ,of being furmo1:Jnted" 

T 2 did 
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did not fail to damp my courage; and though 

I affumed externally an air of tranquillity, and 

talked to my companions in a tone of cheerful

nefs l I was"i~w~rd!y a prey to the moll tor

.menting refleCtions., Swanepoel, better ac

quainted with Ipy charaCter and difpofition, 

and poffelling alfo more penetration than my 

dear Kl~as, came ' to' me to mak~ a very fatal 

propofition, which was that of leaving behind 

me anoth~r of my vehicles. " Your teams," 

faid he, " are reduced to a {tate of debility~ 

" which requires that yon £bonld be as fparing 

" of them as pollible. Notwithfianding om; 

" cares to ' diminilh the luggage, {till, if they 

" have two waggons to dra\;v, 1 fear that before 

" to-morrow night not a fingle ox will re

" main alive. In that cafe what will become 

~, of us? vVe are not far from the diftriCt of 

" Klaas Bafier, the man pointed out by Colo~ 

" nel Gordon as likely to be of ufe to us. Go 

c, in purfuit of him, continuing your journey 

~, w ith one waggon only. As you proceed, 

f' difpat~h YOll)." people different ways 'tprough 

~ , th!,! !=ountry; apd if you are fo happy as to 
~, fipd him, fend us affifiance. Give me only 

~, [olIr m~n, atld ~ will b~ anfwerable not only 
~, for 
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~ , for the carriage you ihallleave here, but aKo 
t, for that which we abandoned at KrakkeelQ 
~ , Klip." 

This advice w~s certainly, under fuch cir~ 

cumflances, the mofl: reafonable that CQuld be 
given. By huibandin'g the water of the rock; 
SwanepoeI would have wherewith to 1l1pply 
the wants of his fm all detachment; and fome 
ihowers of rain might happen to fill and aug..; 

ment the cifl:ern. I left with him: theref~re. 
a fupply of provifions ; removed into his wag
gon fuch heavy articles as were likely to em
barra[s me oU my way, and addte{fed to him at 

Illy departure a word of admonition: " My 
~' dear SwanepoeI," Taid I, " if my unlucky 
" flars, if the bad fortune which per[ecutes me 
" ihould bring hither a band of maroon Hot..; 
" tentots, or plundering Boihmeli, I ex:prefsly 
" forbid you to expofe 'either your own life or 
"the lives of your companions; let my car
"riage be robbed; haften immediately to 
" join me, and let me fee you again as fafe and 
" found as I leave you." 

Of the fifty-four oxen with which i began 
my journey, thirty-one had died. The twenty .. 
three that remained I divided into three teams f 

T 3 cop.vinced 
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convinced that eight would be (ufficient far 

my waggon after it had been fo much light

ened. 'At the fame time I took care to {borten 

the ftages, and to proceed only a league with

out changing 'the team; and in this manner I 
arrived at Oliphants-_Kop (Elephants- head). 

This like wife is a rock that has -acquired its 

name from its figure . . I flattered myfelf that 

. I fholl'ld find water here as at Schuit-Klip, 

and there had aCtually been rome Tn its differ

ent cavities; DU t, except a fittle moifiure, it. 

llad all evaporated. My oxen, which had not 

drank during the whole day, and which, th€' 

evening before indeed, had- only been fupplied 

with a few drops, viGted in vain all the 

clefts of the rock. So. great was the di!lrefs of 

thefe poor animals, that, wherever tbey fouad 

moiiture, they keld· thell'" oo(hil:s over it, as if 
refrdhed by its exhalation, 3nd endeavoured 

to la.p up with their tongues rhe aqueous par

ticles it might cO-'ntaio; while at the fame time 

they .preHed their [Ides and beat their t3if& 

agaiofl; the cavity , feeking to imbibe relief at 

every pore. As for me, I had frill a little 

water remaining i.n a j ar, whi,"h I {bared \vith 
the t welve Hottentots who accompanied me ;. 

.:\nd 
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and we found another refource in my goats, 

as their milk was not yet d{~ed up. 
The heavy and continued rains we experi

enced, when proceeding along the banks of 
the Elephants-River, had no't extended to the 

.difhiet of Oliphants-Kop; at, at leaft, if any 
had fallen here, as the cavities of the rock 

feemed to indicate, ' the quantity had been too 

fmall to produce a'ny vii'ible effeCl: on vege

tation. 
The country every where around exhibi'ted 

the moll: frightful fterility, nor did any thing 
feem to indicate a change. To the weft was 
an immenfe plain, which, extending perhaps 

, to the fea, pr~fented, as far as the eye could 
reach, an uniform ilieet of dry eart1.l, interfperfed 

here and there with a few oily plants only, 
and fome withered and ftunted bullies. At 
the, eaft a long ridge of naked mountains 

gloomily bounded the horizon; and, in iliort, 

filence, drearinefs, and defolation, prevailed on 
all {j des. 

In a fituation lefs deplorable I had formerly 
been indebted for my fafety to a bird, which, 

alighting upon a Tock, had given me reafon to 

conclude that it might contain watel'; and· I 
T 4 expected 
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expected the fame benefit here from flocks of 

lnoor-game, which I faw pars me in the air. 

Witb this hope I followed their flight with 

eagyr eyes; . for I knew that thefe birds repair 

regularly twice a day to the water to drink and 

wafh themfelves: but conceive the defpair in 

which I was plunged, when, fiy(ng at firft 

from north to fauth, I raw them return in a 

contrary direC1ion . without fiopping; which 

teemed to be an infallible fign that there was no 

fpring, nor the fmallefi refervoLr of water, any 

where in the neighbourhood. Thefe birds, 

however, flew at [uch a prodigious height, that 

my fight could not long follow them; and all I 
could conclude from their paifage was,that they 

were perhaps hafief,ling to quench their thirft 

at the Elephants-River. NQ rock bird what

ever alighted near us; which doubtlefs indi

cated that nature here "vas in a mofi: forlorn. 

fiate. Moor-f€lwl, in general, are inaufpicious 

birds, becau[e, living on feeds and infeC1s, they 

are to be met with only in dry and fcorched 

difiriC1s. I recolleC1ed that I had been under 

great ala.rm, during ~y firfijourney, by the 

circumfl:ance of the numeroUf: coveys of them I 
had feen in croffing the barren country of 

Karaw, 
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Karaw, after leaving Snewberg, and that it had 

proved a fign equally certain of the il:erility of 
the difhiCl: whereas neither in the fertile 

country of the CaRies, nor in the delightful 
groves of Auteniqua, had I ever obferved a 

bird of this kind: a contrail: that excjt~d in my 
mind the moil: melancholy fenfations. 

We had arrived at Oliphants-Kop at fo early 
an hour, that I hoped we fhould be able to p~d
cet!d a few leagues farther before the clofe of 

the day; and I was the more refolved to do 
'fo, as, feeing neither pafturage nor Water, it 
was neceffary ~or me to truil: to the chance of 
finding, at a greater diil:ance, a more commo
dious fp9t fqr encamping. I ga,ve orders 
therefore for our departure; but when my 
people began to harnefs my oxen, not one of 
them was found fit for fervice: they all lay 
down around the waggon {a apparently ex
haufted, that there was reafon to apprehend 
they would never rife again upon their legs. 

What .fituation could be more dreadfnl? I 
faw myfelf obliged to pafs the night in this 
parched and barren fpot, where my cattle were 
about to perifh for want of water and food, 
and we ourfelves, in like manner, were tor-

6 mented 
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men ted with the ~ofr devouring thirfr; and 
to -add to this difrrefs, not even the fmalleil: 

hope pre[ented itfelf of being able to extri
cate myfelf from my difficulties. Meanwhile, 
to leave no r·efource untried, I employed all 
my people, during the remai.ning paIt of the 
day, in fearching every VI here in the neigh, 
bourhood, each in a different quarter, for holes .' 
and caviti.es which might have been filled with 
rain; and 'I went myfelf upon the fame pur

{u.it with my ape and my dogs: but we ~1l re
turned, Hottentots and their mafl:er, one after 
another, dejetl:ed to the camp, with the fame 
tidings upon our lips, "-1 have found no
thing :" -dreadful tidings, that conllgned us 
over 'to frill farther f ufferings and mifery ! 

·What a crowd of black and ill-omened ideas 

DOW rulhed upon my mind! At fight of the 
deplorable fltuation of my unfortunate cattle, 

a deadly terror crept through my veins. The 
flate of my Hottentots, from whom I had en
deavoured to conceal a part of our evils, did 
not fail aLfo ' 1;0 add to my torments; and I 
curfed a thoufand times the blind confid'ence 

which had induced me to advance. 
A de[perate utuation leads to the adoption 

. of 
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tlf defperate ineaflires: I refolved therefore in~ 
ftantly to embrace tile only expedient 1 had to 

purflle; which was, to abandon my third and 

1aft v~hicle, together with the animals that re

mained, to pifhibute arms and ammunition 

among my people, u'}d to proceed on foot to 

the Elepharits- River with f~ch of them as 

would agree to follow me. 

This plan, with whatever difficulties it might 

be attended, was apparently the only rational 

one that remained: yet, when I propofed it to 

my Hottentots, not an individual approved of 

it. Convinced that the interruption of a jour:-

. ney, which they had feen me -fo anxious 1'0 

accomplifh, n;lUO: oecailoD. me the greateft mor

tification, they unanimouDy protelted that they 

would never abandon me, and that they would 

cheerfully go on with me wherever I ihould 

think prop'er to lead them. At the fame time 

each exhorted me to take courage, and to try my 

- fortune once more, by proceeding a few leaguell 

farther. Thofe who had gone in fearch of 

water towards the ealt affured me, by way of 

confolation, that there was a range of hills at 

the bottom of the mountains before us, and 

that the valleys between would rerhaps afford 

us 
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us excellent pafrurage and abundance of wafer i 
_while tho[e who had gone out in the bppofite' 

direCtion had obferved a cloud or two peep': 

ing above the horizon, from which they au

gured in thei~ turn that a florm was not far 

dillant, and that it would certainly make it5 

appearance either during the night or to-

morrow. 
Under the immediate preifure of difficulties 

and danger, fuch vague ~onjeCtures infpired 

me with little confid~nce: , but the affeCting 

tef!:imonies of attachment I ha~ received, ren
dered lefs painful to me the thoughts of a di[

folution, which Iconfidered as rapidlyap .. 

proaching. I exhorted all my people to be

take themfelves to ref!:; and I retired myfelf to 

my wag-gon, where I fpent the whole night in 

the mof!: gloomy refleCtions. At break of day 
I was [u denly roured from my reverie by a 

clap of thl.ll1der, which confirmed, to demon..: 
ftration, ",,,hat had been announced by one of 

my Hottentots. I jumped with alertne[s from 

the carriage, and, by a natural movement, raifed 
, my hands in adoration towards the clouds. 

,which the thunder feemed to be driving before 

it. My fri ends, tranfported like myfelf, ranged 
th€m'" 
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tiIemfelv"es eagerly around me. In a morpentthe 
whole heavens were overcaft, and the clouds 

plackened delightfully over our headq• My 
p.eart palpitated with joy and appreheo£lon. 
I waited with tile moft eager impatience for 

the happy effeCts of the ftorm; every inftant 

~xpeaing it to defeend upon us in a torrent of 
rain. TranGent hopes! horrible, horrihle j oy ! 

Scattered by the wind, the clouds d~[appe~red 
from over our heads, and funk belowthe hori.,. 

zon. This fpeCtacle fl:ruck everyone of us 

with fo great a coqften'lation, as to deprive Ul,) . 

,of all power of fpeech or motion . Defp~r 
be.came impreffed upon the r:r;0ft refolute of my 
people; and the dead £lIenee that followed. 
!hewed how vain it was to call upon them fo~ 
.c;;on[olation or affiftance. , 

During the night two of my oxen haq died~ 
.~nd three of my dogs had deferted me. I loft 
alfo one of my horfes, which I .raw expire be

fore my eyes. Thus was I 10Gng one by on~ 
my whole flock of eattle 'i anp I beheld them 

, perifh with the more regret, beca~[e, having 

!hared in my fatigues, I had become attached ' , 
to them as fo many fervap.ts of my houfehold. 

They approached flowly indeed to their 1aft 
" -
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moments, but thefe moments were fingularly 

painful. They were firft feized with convuI

fions, which ended in a long and dreadfuL 

agony. Scar~ely was one deprived of life than 

. another became a facrifice. Next after my 

horfe, this unhappy lot fell upon the very bel1 

of my oxen; and of all my lo(fes, this in,parti

cular occafioned me the greatefi affliction. The 

reader will pardon me in digrefs for a moment 

to tell him the reafon. 

I had given to this faithful fervant the name 

of Ingland. He was the oldel1 and firongel1 
beal1 I po{fe(fed ~: accordingiy _ ne had fuccefs

fuily encountered the fatigue of my fid! jour

ney, though, during the whole route, he had 

conftal1tly occupied the thill to my heaviel1 
and principal waggon. Difiinguifbed by an 

infiinB: fuperior to the other animals of his 

fpecies, my people, when they unharneffed 
him, gave themfelves no concern -to prevent 

him from efcaping; he wandered at will in the 

pafiure, and was committed, if I may fo ex

prefs myfelf, to the guidance of his own under
fianding; there was no fear that he would _ 

waeder from ~hf: place. When it was time to 

travel' another fiage, it was unneceffary to fetch 
~ him 
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him from the pafture, and bring him to the 
waggoD, as was requifite for the reft: three 
fmacks of the whip was our fignal for march, 

. and as fooD as he heard them he came to his 
poft. He was always the fir!l: to prefenthim
felf to the traces, as if he had been afraid to , 
lofe his priority, in a place which he had con

!tantly been employed to occupy. / 
If r went out for exercife, or to hunt, at ror 

return Ingland, as far as he could fee me, 
quitted his pafture, and ran towards me with a 
particular fort of bellowing, expreffive of his 
joy. He rubbed his head again!l: my body in 
differenl direc:tions, and care{fed !De after his 
manner. Fre51uently he licked my hands; 
and I was confhained to ftop long enough to 

receive his civilities, which fometimes laftcd 
for a quarter of an hour. At length, when r 

. had replied by my endearme~ts and by a kifs, 
he led the way to my t~nt, and walked quietly 
before me. . 

The evening before he died, Inglandlaid 

down near the {haft of his waggon; and it 
was in this place he expired. I raw his lail: 
agonies, but was unable to render him the 
flighteft affifiance • .Ah! how frequently, when 

friend-
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friendfhip has milled me, when [educing ap

pearances have allured my confidence, have I 

thought of poor Ingland, and 'involuntarily cafl: 

my eye upon the hand he had fo often licked! 
The rain which we had defired with fo much 

earnefl:nefs having failed us, we were deter

mined to quit OUI: northern direction, and to 

return to the north-eafl:, towards thofe paifes in 

the mountains from which we expected our 
fafety. ' 

For twenty-four hours not one of us had 

tafl:ed food. Not that we had been in any want 

of provifions; but we were apprehenfive that 

eating would enhance our defire to drink. 

Thus exhaufl:ed with fatigue, worn out with 

watchfulnefs, and tormented with thirfl:, we 

refumed our jourr~ey fl,nd proceedecl to the 

JIlount<J,ins, 

/ 
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