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A Jist of Ewe words and their angJici ;;;ed forms 

AdOl ri Acl Jtri Etoa El5a 
Adzovia AdzDvia Ewe Eve 
Afife M ife Gbota GbJta . 
Afino F lawu H e vi Xe vi 
Anlo A1JI J I-llowo HI~wo 

Avenor AvenD Kli kor Kli b 
Awadada Auadada Klobo Kb bD 
AwaJogom efia AualDgomefia Lafe Laf e 
Awanu Auanu Letsofe Letsofe 
Awom efia AWDmefia Notsie DDtsie 
Blae to vo adea B laet5 I'D ade~ Penyi Fenyi 
Dukomefia Dubmefia Weta u eta 
Dukowo Dubwo Wifeme U ifeme 
Dumegawo Dumegawo Yoboenu . YDXDenu 



SHORT NOTES ON THE ANlO CONSTITUTION 

The Framework of the Constitution 

1. Anlo land 

T he territory of th e A nlo State i n cl~des : 
a) The sandy coasta l .s tr ip of land bordering the 

Gulf of Guin ea from the mouth of the R iver Volta 
to Aflao, 

b) The Anlo Lagoon and its islands and creeks, a nd 

c) T he plains formi ng the hinterland of the Anlo 
Lagoon as far as the sOl,lthern frontier of Togoland 
under British Mandate. 

2. The People 

The Anlo people are a branch of the E we people 
who migrated westwards about the 15th or 16th cen tury 
from what is mod,ern Nige ria to T ado and on to N otsie. 
From Notsie the Ewe people spread into th ,:: E,y oo 
mountains and the la nds lying to the south as fa r as th e 
sea. T-he Anlo people were among those who migra te d 
sou thwards , and after man y wanderings established 
themsel ves OD the shores and islands of the Anlo Lagoon. 

3 . Div isions of the Land 

The Anlo State is built up of the following divisions 
k nown as D $tkowo (singula r, Duko). 

Duko Population Duko P opulation 
An10 Akuaku t~~ Wet a 6,857 -- , ~ 

Avenor 29, 1 ~3 Kliko r 6,264 

Mafi 10,787 H evi 4,911 

Some 10,620 Afife 4, 108 

Aflao 10]335 _ Penri 3,444 

Diodze 9,247 Ahunda 901 

Ave 

E ac h of these D ukowo is under a D ukomejza 
(Fz'a = kin g; chief). T here a re se ttle ments of various 
sizes in each dztko ; a l) c1 many of these se ttle ments have 
grow n into villages and tow ns, The bigge r se ttlements 
a re k nown as J:)uwo (s ingul ar, D u) wh ich a re under 



DUjillWO (sing ula r, Dujia). In some (jf the settlements 
there is more tha n one D ufia . The v illages a nd to wns 
a re genera ll y divided into T owo (s ingular, T o) or into 
groups of closely refated famili es eClich under a H anua 
( plural, Ha?Zuawe). 

4 . Military Organization 

Th e various dukowo of ·the A nlo S ta te a re di vided 
1nto three mi li tary units known as D ome, Dusz' and 
M ia respect ively. Each unit is. under the command of 
its own Awalogomefia a nd a ll th e mi li ta ry divisions of 
a ll the duk owCl of the Anlo S ta te are uoder the supreme 
command of the Awadada of Anlb Akuaku. In W ar 
the D z!fiawo who a re in cha rge of the vill ag€s a nd 
tow ns 9f the S tate se rve unde r th e Awalogomefiawo. 

Owing to the long sta ndi ng alliance bet-ween the 
A nlb A k uaku. Ashanti an a A kw<lm u- the Anlo accepted 
a n offe r of a ll ia nce from the Asantehene Kwaku D ua in 
1866-some As bant i mili ta ry te rm s have bee n introduced 
into the Ewe language a nd we th us find that in Anlo the 
D 7tfia is al so called A safohen~, and the Awalogomefia is 
also call ed A safohenega. The A nlo ' milita ry divisions 
lJttsi. Dome a nd A£ia are also termed lYe , Adotn' and 
Last/n' or K lobo respecti ve l~;, but: the orlgi n of these 
terms is not . very clear . 

5. The Awomefra (Paramount Chief) 

T he Awome fi a is th e. su preme head of th e Anlo 
Sta te. H e is e lected from A nl o Akuaku. 

6. Hlo 

The people of the A nlo S ta te are also di vided 
into a Iluhl ber of g rou ps based on descent fr om different 
pa te rna l ances to rS. Th ese g roups are kn ow n as H lowo 
(sin gula r, H io ), a nd th ere a re s ixteen of them al together 
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but there are fewer Hlowo in some of t.he dukowo <D f the 
Anlo Sta te. The names of the H lowo are as follows: 

A dzovia 
Agave 
A rne 
Amlade 

Bame 
Ba te . ~~ 
BIn -"I,,,, 

D zevi 

H edze 
.Klevi 
L afe 
L etsof ,= 

Like 
T ovi 
T s iame 
Wifeme 

T he im porta nce of these pat ril ineal g roups li es 
partl y in the fact tha t the Awomefia is elected al te rna tely 
fro m two of them i. e. from the Adzovz'a and the B ate 
groups. The Adzov£a and B ate groups a re composed of 
a great many fa mili es but there a r-e two R oyal H ouses 
from which the' A womefia is elected. T hese R oyal 
H ouses a re know n as F z'anye-A dzovz'awo (Yohoenu) a nd 
F£anye-B ateawo. . 

7. Assemolies of the Dukowo 

There are meet ings of each duko in the A nlo S ta te. 
A meeti ng of the A n!o A kuak u is termed A n!o g bota 
b!aeto vo adea /e takpekpe (an assem bly of {he th irty- six 
tow n!' of An·lo) or An!o .awanu etoa Ie takpekpe (a n 
asse mbl y of th.e three military wings of Anlo ). l'vl em­
bers-hip of thi s assembly is ope n to al l the people of Anlo 
Akuaku who are willing to attend. 

8. Closer Union of the Dukowo 

Before the beginnin g of th e 20th century, the 
ya rious dukowo of the Anlo State of today were inde­
pendent sister-s tates united by -ti es of common a nces try, 
hi s-tory, laflguage ' anJ cLls toms. Th e last forty years 
have witnessed th10 gradual cirawing toge th er of the 
various dukowo to form the :\nlo Sta te. A Council -
~nown as Dt.tkowo I e taipekpe(State C ouncil) has been . 
established, a nd representa tives of all the dukowo of 
the Anlo Stat@ come toge ther to di scuss matters of 
com mon interest. 



9. Th·e Anlo State Council I 

The membership of the Anlo State Council IS as 
follows : 

Awomefia ( Paramount Chit}) 
. Awadada (Head of Anlo Military Organiz«tion) 
Dukome6awo ( Civil Divisional Chiefs) . 
Awalogomefiawo (Military DiVISional Chiefs) 

~ Dufiawo (Chiefs) 
Dumegawo (Elders) 
H anuawo (Headmen) 

The position of the Dumegawo and Hanuawo needs 
some explanation .. The mass of ordina ry · adult citizens 
is known as Duawo, and it is from . the ra nks of the 
Duawl? that the du",negawo and h~nuawo co me. The -
most prominent amI public-spirited persons a mong the 
duawo are termed . dumegawo a nd tbey ' are th e elders 
who a re genera lly ap pointed to the councils of the 
d·nfiawo. The H anuawo are til e leaders of th e various 
a~sociations of the State. These assoc iations may be 
composed of fishe rmen, farmers, traders, drumming 
clubs etc. 

10. Tlie Anlo State and its Neighbours 

We bave deal t with the framework of tbe A nlo 
Consti tution by . itself. W e mus t ·now cons ider the 
position of the Anlo State in relation to the Constitution 
of the Gord Coast Colony of which it form s part. But 
this cannot be done without some reference to · the 
ethnography of the ne lg hbouripg states. 

The Anlo people as mention ed i,'1 paragraph 2 above 
are a n offshoot of the EWE tribe ' which has been 
part itioned an d in cQ rpo rated by the ruling European 
Powers in the follo,wing poli~ical units ; 

(1) T'ogolal:] d under French Mandate .. 
. (2) · T ogoland under British Mandate, and 
(3) Gold Coas t Colony. 
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The A nlo a nd some other E we g roups are incorpo­
r a ted in the E as tern Province of the G old Coast 
Colony together with th ~ following : 

(1) Ga-Adangme T ribes, a nd 
(2) Akan Tribes. 

E ach "of these tribes is d ivided into a number of 
- states, a nd each state is again di vided into units which 

are similar to the unit known in the A nlo State as D uko. 

11 . The Anlo Constitution in Relation tci the Constitution 
of the Gold Coast_Colony 

The A nlo S ta te is linked politicall y throug h various 
bodies to its neig hbours, and through the L egisla tive 
Council to th e rest of the G old Coast Colon y. We have 
seen that there are thirteen D ukowo in the Anlo S tate. 
-All these D ukowo belong ethnographically to the Ewe 
tribe. But there are other duko units of th e Ewe tr ibe 
which are a ttached to the Akan and the Ga-Adangme 
duko units to form separa te " sta tes . Peki S ta te is 
composed of an Ewe sec tion and an Akan sectipn . and 

- the senior partner is the Ewe section . In the Akwamu 
S rate, Akan and E we uni ts a re g rou ped together under 
the Akan section. The Ada State is similarly composed 
Df a Ga-8-dang me group and an Ewe group under the 
former. 

The states of the Eastern Province of the Gold 
C oast Colony -therefore fall into the followin g classes: 

(1) Akan States, e.g. Akim Abuakwa Sta te. 
(2) Mixed Akan and Ewe S tates, e.g. Peki 

State. 
(3) Ga-Adangme State, e.g. Ga S·tate. 
(4) Mixed Ga-Adangme and Ewe S tates, e.g. 

Ada State. 
(5) Ewe State, e.g. Anlo State. 
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All these sta tes are mpres·e t:lted in a Prbvincia l 
Council <Di ChI,iefs, a[.\(;1 tnrougr. this Council in the 
Legislative Co~ncil of the Gold Coas t Colon y.· 

The Eastern Provincial COU1Kil of" Chiefs is the 
highest Counci l of Chiefs in the' £as~em ,PnDvince of th e 
Gold Coast Colony. The .~membersh ip of thi s Council 
consists of th e foIl owi ng elements each of whi ch sel1ds a 
representative to the L egislative COlincil of the ColorlY : 

(1) The Akan Section 
including the mixed _ Ewe-Akan State of 
Akwamu an d' the ,other Rurely A kan States, 

~2) The Ewe Section 
includin g . the mix@d Ewe-Akan State of 
P eki and the purel y Ewe State of A nlo, 

, (3) T he Ga-Adang~e Se:ctiOJ.'l 
including the mixed Ewe-Ga-Adaflgme 
S tate of A da a nd the other purely Ga-
Adangme States. -' .. 

The Ewe Section ~as representea on the ' Legisl a-~ 
tive Council of the Gold Coast Colony from 1916 - 1942 
by Togbui Sri, II , C.B.~~., K.o-! .A.C. , Awomefia of 'Anlo 
S tate. He was succeeded in 1943 by Nana Nyarko VIr, 
Nifahene l Dusi Awa!?gomejia) of Peki State. 
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