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ABSTRACT

“The present can be considered as the product of the past. "
The truth of the statement is demonstrated in a study like this one
which uses the genetic approach. Such an approach makes it
possible for the present to be illuminated by the past: thus making
it possible to explain many of the elements in the environment.

This study on Asante reveals that the region had passed
through two major socio-economic phases since the formation of
the Asante Confederacy in about 1702. The date 1702, thercfore,
marks the beginning of the first phase which ends in 1901. During
this phase the dominant force (theme) which controlled the cultural
ecology was the Asante political power. The Asante Court controlled
the main economic activities, namely, trade and gold mining; as
well as the various crafts, such as goldsmithing, cire purdue
metal casting, cloth making and wood carving. The Court also
controlled the population growth and distribution. Unfortunately,

was not an ic venture,
therefare, it did not form part of the Court's deliberations. The
Asante political power did not flourish forever. In 1902 this power

collapsed completely and Asante annexed to the British Crown.



This saw the beginning of the second phase. This phase was
by the of Pax Britanica, Within

this peaceful the ion of cocoa was

This was the era of commercial agriculture. It was this
innovation which made all the difference in the cultural ecology
of Asante. The processes in this phase ushered Asante into
the contemporary by 1945, Indeed, by this date, it was clear
that the basic characteristics of the contemporary cultural
ecology were sketched. The various elements that make each
phase distinctive have been treated with the view of showing
both developments and changes that occurred.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER

INTRODUCTORY CHAPIEE
CONCEPTUAL BASIS

This work seeks to focus attention on a portion of the
ecarth's surface (Fig. 1. 1) which has been humanized by a group
of people, who can be identified as a cultural group: the Asante,
Various terms can be applied to such a study : Human geography,
human ecology, historical geography (because of the time element)
or cultural ecology. There is in reality little difference among
these, but cultural ecology will be used here since it is obviously
more expressive of the intentions of this study.

The term culture has a varicty of meanings, such as
tillage, good taste, refinements’, learning, good brecding etc.
In this context, the word culture must be looked at from the
anthropological point of view 2
1.

. The descriptive definition which

Edited by Thatcher, U.S., The New Websters Dictionary
of the English Language (Chicago 1965), p.209.
2. (a) Kroeber, A.L., and Kluckhohn, C., Culture

(Cambridge, Mass. 1952) pp. 81-142]
(b) Kroeber, A.L., The Nature of Culture (Chicago 1950) p. 10.
(¢} Kluckhohn, C., Mirror For Man (New York 1957) p. 20.
(d) Richards, Audrey, “The Concept of Culture in

Malinoswski's Work™ in
v | M and Cukure (London 1957),
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continues to be quoted very often is Tylor's : "Culture or
civilization is that complex whole which includes knowledge,
beliet, art, law, morals, customs and any other capabilities
and habirs acquired as a member of society. ! This definition
has influcnced anthropologists such as Boas, Wissler, Dixton,
Kroeber ctc. The above definition probably influenced Spencer
who defined culture simply as the “sum total of human experi-
ence”.2 This 'hbuman experience’ is acquired through sociali-
Zation, and it is this singular quality which man possesses that
sats him apart from other living things, as a unique evolutionary
product.

‘The word ecology was originally used by biologists to
‘mean a kind of shown by living to their

physical environment, and in relation to one -mxher.3 This

leads to the ifi of plants and
animals and their activitics, This term is, however, used
1. Quoted by Krucber and Kluckhohn, op.cit., p.81
2. Spencer, J.E., Thomas W. L., Cultural Geography(1969), p. 2.
3. () Henderson,].H. & W.D., Dictionary of Biological Terms,

. 160,
(b) McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science Techn. Vol. 4.
(c) Van Nonstrand's Scicntific Lncyclopedia (Princeton 1968),

an, Hdgewater W, & Ku The Columbla
Encyclopedia (Columbia 1956), i 5.0 The Columtle.
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continucs to be quated very often is Tylor's : "Culture o
civilization is that complex whole which includes knowledge,
beliet, art, law, morals, customs and any other capabilities
and habits acquired as a member of soctety. ! This definteion
has influenced anhropologists such as Boas, Wissler, Dixton,
Kroeber etc. The above definirion probably influenced Spencer
who defined culture simply as the “sum total of human experi-
ence™.? This “human experience’ is acquired through sociali-
zaion, and i is this singular quality which man possesses that
sets him apart from other living things, as a unique evolutionary
product.

The word ecology was originally used by biologists to

mean a kind of ip shown by living to their
physical cnvironment, and in relation to one anmher.3 This

rel leads to the of plants and

animals and their activitics, This term is, however, used

1. Quoted by Kroeber and Kluckhohn, op.cit., p.8L

2. Spencer, J.E., Thomas W.L., Cultural Geography(1969), p. 2.
3. (1) Henderson,].H, & W.D., Dlalona of Biological Terms,

(b) McGraw-Hill Ency th Of Sclence Techn, Vol. 4.
) Van Nonstrand's Sclaﬂﬂc Encyclopedia (Princeton 1968),

Tt The Columbia
M (Columhh 1956). =% 10e Colomtle.




differently by the social sclentists. It is broadly defined as

“the study of the recip 1 between

and its physical environment™'. It was this biological view

which Ratzel who sugg that
{5, in effect, human ecology.? In sociology it Is now used in
a way which does violence to its biological origin: "It Is
conceived as a study of spatial distribution and movements in
space of human beings, groups and institucions™3,

In geography it has been used to refer to the relation-
ship of man and his total environment. . Carl Sauer appears
dissarisfied with the use of the word ccology, because of its

biological bias. He writes: "It is better not to force into

too much bi Since we waive

the claim for of we may

use, in preference to eeology, the term morphology to apply to

cultural study, since it describes perfectly the method”,
T. (@ Madge, J., The Origins of Scicntific Sociology

P. 23,
(b) Edit. by O'Brien, R,W., Readings in General Sociol

. e T951), pp. .
2. l'b\m:, F. h.. The Development of Sociology (New York 1936)
i. ‘;:-‘ud,M'; N.. loc. cit. p. 139.

3 o ] Geography and Ecol in the
wni Clirares ln Rcadm sgln '(’)‘ﬂtur’ll Gt:)ogy

Mikese]
?d.:ﬂ"" fy“ 0., Land & Lif (Bcck(.lc\ 1967), Sclected works
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Jan Brock also criticised the word ecology on the grounds that
it sceks to concentrate on the local relationships of a society
nd its habitat, “virtually ignoring interaction between arcas”;'
The view of human ecology as cxpressed by Eyre and Jones
may not be fundamentally different from the definition above:

“a of such relati can be gained

only through disciplined investigation of both sides of the fence,
the natural cnvironment (physical and biotic) and the human or

cultural me.z

. This does not, therefore, escape the criticisms
noted earlier.

Whatever the criticisms, the concept can be maintained
if it is handled properly.  One warning s that the environment
must not be presented as something relatively fixed or static,

“a rigid stage upon which the unfolding human drama is
cnacted, ™ Indeed this is the critictsm Eyre and Jones *

found with Barrows' human ecology.5 The environment must
1. Brock, J.0O.M., - Its Scope and Spirit
lumbus » D. .
2 By SR, & jones, G.Roles as Human Ecolo,
e o ) ntroducton,

)
Barrows, H.H. "cm.mpny as Human Ecology” in

of Association of Ameri hers Vol. 13 No,’ !! l 14,



be seen as something evolving under the natural influences and
affected by the work of man of many and different outlooks,
very varied equipment, opportunity and initiative.
Methodologically it becomes clear that the basic
reasoning behind cultural ecology is that the subject is
anthropocentric. In this connection a name such as George
Perkins Marsh! must be mentioned because he raised the
polnt that man plays great role in shaping his home2 Other
great names such as Ratzel and Vidal de la Blache must bc
mentioncd when talking about anthropocentricity of Geography.”

Carl Sauer* in his article "Foreward to Historical Geography”,

three points and

that geography should well be based on the sister subject
anthropology, This assertion is true because there cannot
1. Marsh, G.P, Man & Nature (Massach, 1965) passim,
2. Brock,].O, M. », Op-cit. p.78

Glacken, C.]., ng Ideas of Habitable World" in

Man'’s Role In Changing the Face of the Eartl rth,
Edited by Thomas and others,

3. (a) Tatham, G., “"Geography in the 19th Century"” in
in the 20th Century Edited by Griffith-Taylor

(b) Blache, Vidal de la, Principles of Human Geography.
m&ﬁ—mnﬁ?‘—m. m

4. sauer, C. O, op. ch., p.35.




be any geography that does not consider man as an association
of skills, As a result cultural ecology is concerned with the
systems of human technologies and cultural practices, as
these are developed in prticular regions through time by human
populations, conceived as cultural groups. Some of the techno-
logics are strictly matcrial ones; for example, working with
stones, iron etc., others are social structural systems of
administration of both material and social affairs.

This study considers the changes that have occurred
as a result of man's creativeness and his ability to borrow from

another cultural group, This leads the cultural ecologist to a

form of and syster of human
occupance of the earth, Thus man is conceived as an active
agens of change. ! The evolutionary process is known to be
directional in time and is generally irreversible, and that In its
course it always gencrazes “novelty, greater varicty, more

complex organization and higher levels of awareness, "2

L (a) Broek, J.O.M., op. cit., p.23
(b) Edited by Thomas and others , op. cit., {passim).
2. Fried, M.H., op. cit. p.302,



The present study, itself to an y
or historical perspective. This is essential because the cultural
ecologist must be concerned not only with what? and where?
b also how? and why? for the period that the phenomena or
processes in uestion have been In existence. L

The importance of time dimension or genetic approach
in the study of cultural ccology cannot be overemphasized. In

his ion of the of the cultural

Sauer the of nme. Again, in
an address "Forcward to Historical Geography" in 1941, Sauer

stressed the of the view in y @

point which is also made by Hettner. He regretted Hartshorne's
neglect of this important contribution by Hettner that geography

in any of its branches must be a genetic science. Hartshorne®
later changed his mind on the importance of the genetic approach

in his book: Perspective On the Nature of Geography. 8

L. Carr, E.H., What is History (London 1965), p.87
2, Sauer, op. cit., p.343.

3. Ibid. p. 352,
4. Hanllnnn » R. The Nature of Geography, p. 187,
5. Hamshorne, R., ive on the Nature of raj

don, 1961), pp. T
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He agreed that in considering the earth as the home of man,
the interest of geographer is not confined to the present man
bur extends to the whole human race throughout its history. k
Andrew H. Clark clarified the point of view of historical
geography by stating that the genctic approach leads to an
examination of the past. This does not mean that one is to
seek simple causes in the past to account for contemporary
conditions, but rather the conditions observed at any period

of time are to be as y states in

and complex processes of change,
This approach has been employed fn the present study

n order that it may be used, whenever possible, to explatn
certain contemporary phenomena, 3 Secondly, the genetic
approach s bound to gencralize; and in so doing, It provides
general guides for future action which, though cannot be
regarded as speclfic predictions, are both valid and usctul,
L Bid p. 105
2. Clark, A.H., “Historical Geography” in American Geogr:

llwatu%m vro.pgé (Syr;wse 1954)—753&??15'%3&

2 prer
3. Dray, W.H. , Philosophy of History (Toronto, 1964), pp. 19-20,

4. Carr, op. cit., p.69,
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This is the realm of probabilism. In short the genetic approach
draws inferences from the past in order to conclude that it is
probabie that a particular process may develop either this way
or that way, However weak its predictive naturc is, it is better
than the one which does not throw any ray of light into the future,
This makes geography not only a study of the contemporary, but

also of the past and to some extent of the future,

SOURCE MATERIAL

‘The chief source material for this work is oral tradition.
In a noteworthy study devoted to oral tradition Vansina gives a
good definition, For him "oral traditions consist of all oral
and hearsay evidence concerning the past. " He thus distin-
guishes oral traditions from written evidence and from all
material objects which may be used as sources for knowledge
of the past. Only sources transmitted from mouth to mouth are
oral traditions. Thesc constitute aural evidence passed on
through the intermediary of language, including the drum
language. These communicate a fact neither observed nor
recorded by the informant himself,

\. Vansina, J., Oral Tragition(elgium, 1961), p.22.
(Chicago 1965) p, 19,
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To study the processes of cultural ecology of Asante
the present author has borrowed from Vansina the distinction
between “fixed” and “free” traditions. Fixed traditions are
transmirted within groups by specialists and in well-defined
forms. They are transmitted as prayers, as songs (eg.
Kwadwom) or as proverbs (the drum language) with strict
check on their accurate repetition, In each casc inaccurate

repetition is linked with penalty. On the other hand "free”

are freely from to .
Inaccurate repetition of them is not linked with any penalty.
They are passed on from generation to generation as stories,
lists and commentaries. Their function is to instruct the youth,
sometimes mrm.uy,‘ about the community's history, wander-
ings and heroes, Oral tradition (fixed/free) is known to be rich
and respected among the people? and could therefore be depended
on. In a society where written documents covering the period

before the 19th Century are non-existent or difficult to come by,

L. Efa, E., Forusic. (Aylesbury & Slough 1958) passim
2. This is cvidenced by the wealth of information collected by

Daaku and Darkwa, Oral Tradition of Mampon (Legon 1908)
Daaku, K.Y. Oral Tradition of Adanse i&xm\ 1969).
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such source marerial bocomes indispensable, ' There are
several shortcomings inherent in oral tradition which can
nevertheless be off-sct by the use of material from other
sources.
In the text several references have been made to Oral
Traditions collected by Kofi Darkwa and K. Y. Daaku. Daaku's
1 of Oral Traditions of Adanse has been published by

the Institute of African Studies, Legon and can therefore serve
a5 a dependable source of reference,? A number of references
have also been made to the stool Historles collected by

J. Agyeman-Duakhl of Institute of African Studics: Ashanti
Research Project, Kumase. These have also been published

by the Institute of African Studies. Agyeman-Duah's work

deals with the histories of royal houses in Asante, and was

1. Dickson, K.B., ‘Historical Geography in Africa”

In Progress in Historical (Bristol 1972)
p.le‘S Eak. Baker, Alan ﬁfﬁ =

2. The author's dependence on these sources s due to the fact
that he was a member of the panel of interviewers who
collected the Tradmuns from Chiefs and elders of the states

aware of thelr .

*  Sce the Table of Biblography.
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mainly used in the early chapters of the first part of this work

to cross-check the author's own information from oral sources.
As far as the collection of oral traditions by the author was
concerned the names of those interviewed are indicated in the
text ;md also provided in the appendix.

Next comes the primary written source material,
muadc up of colonial records, such as Blue Books, Anmual
Reports, Commissioners’ Reports, Census Reports, etc.

As far as Asante is concerned this source becomes important
from the time of annexation (1902). These reports, especially
Commissioners’ Reports, which are kept in the National
Archives (Accra & Kumase) and those kept by Balme Library,
Legon such as Census Reports, Annual Reports, ctc,, afford,
perhaps, the best information on the people’s economic and
social activities and on the decay of old enterprises and the

beginning of new ones. | The reconstruction of Asante during
E

The test of the significance of Archival materials is seen
in Kwame Arhin's “Aspects of Colonial District Adminis-
tration; The Case of the Northwestcrn District of Ashantl,
1?“4_1‘- hl:;‘l. LA.S. Research Review, Vol.8 No. 1, in

wi scusses Commissloners’ RGpOIts a5 a 8

Bl b T8' RCpOIts as a source
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the colonial period was made possibic by careful wilization

of this source material. Like oral traditions, they also have

their because one comes across
a biased statement which should not be accepted at its face
value.

‘The third source material for this work has been books.
Among the important books which provide first hand information
on Asante in the first two decades of the nineteenth century are
the works of T, E. Bowdich and J. Dupuis. These are invaluable
sources of information for contemporary writers on Asante.
Mention must also be made of the works of Huydecooper, a
Dutch who also visited Kumase in the second decade of the
nineteenth century.

These works remind one of an earlier European
visitor, David van Nyendaal, to Asante In the carly part of the
cighteenth century, Unfortunately, his report on Asante is not
available because he died soon after his arrival at the coast,
If his report were avatlable it would, no doubt, have thrown
light on Asante nation at its infancy, and served as a basis for

the study of the cultural ecology of Asante,
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There are also books of travel, such as those by
H.M. Stanley, Rev. T.B. Freeman, Ramseyer & Kuhne;
also works of British soldiers, such as G.A. Henty, F.Boyle,
etc. These works become relevant to the study of Asante
from the 18405, They reveal some aspects of the soclo-
economic conditions of Asante in the second half of the
nineteenth century.

Anthropological works, such as those of Captain R.A.
Rartray and Eva L. A, Meyerowitz, also servc as a valuable
source of information on crafts, customs, laws, government
and the nature of the Asante socicty. Meyerowitz worked in
Brong arca, therefore her works are not specific on Asante,
yet they serve as a valuable source of information since the
Brong are the Asante’s northern neighbours.

History books such as those by Reindorf, and W. E,
Ward also give some account of the history of Asante and
Ghana as a whole, and could provide information to supplement
thar from oral sources. It must be realised that there are

some generalizations from this source,
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Mention must also be made of the work of Sir Francis
Fuller, the second Chief Commissioner of Asante. His book
provides on-the-spot information of what happened in the
region from 1905 to about 1920,

Aside from these original works are some secondary
sources such as books written by Tordoff and K. A. Busia on
Asante. These have relied on the earlier works such as those
of Dupuis and Bowdich, No doubx, these also help to supple-
ment the information from the primary sources. On the whole,
attempts have been made as much as possible to check on the
validity of the Information from this general source, because
most of these books also suffer the same draw-backs as the

Colonial Reports and oral traditions.

PRESENTATION
The study covers the period from when a number of
independent principalities came together to form a kingdom
under the name Asante, after the Feyiase War (1701) up to the
end of the Second World War (1945). The significance of the

year 1702 (which marked the rise of Asante), (n the historical
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He contends that the significance of the rise of Asante s not
just political; Asante power also "had considerable influence
on the country s economic geography L,

The date 1945 1s considered by the present author as
logical point where the past makes a clear contact with the
present: around 1945 the broad patterns of contemporary
cultural ccology had crystalliscd and the growth which is seen
now only meant in-filling. Dickson ends his book on Ghana at
the beginning of the Second World War (1939).2 There, he
was generalising for the whole country, whercas this work is
only limited to Asantc. The difference does not Invalidate
cither of the dates.

Wichin this long time span (1702-1945) there is seen
a break fn 1902, when there occurred a change in the trend
of the cultural evolution or the processes. In short onc sees
a change in the emphasis of the values of the people of Asante
s a result of their intimate contact with an outside culture -
the British.  Again, this division s only true for Asante and

does ot conform to the divisions recognised by Dickson, 3

1. Ibid.
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Several methods have been employed by historical

geographers to reconstruct the past, One of the popular methods

. & 1
has beenthat of ‘sequence by
‘Sequence occupance’ is the same as cross- section through

time. The method sugges

s that stages could be recognised
during which human occupation of an area remained constant
in its fundamental aspects, followed by the onsct of rapid and
profound changes. By this method the present is clarified by
pointing out the impact of the past. This method is seen
employcd in some parts of Dickson's book; for example,
Chapters three, four and five form a cross-sectional study of
the country's human geography around the year 1700, Chapters
twelve and thirteen are also a cross-scctional study of the
“final picture period” of the country's human geography.

Ancther method emphasises development and change.

This is the evolutionary approach vmployed to discuss the

development of the major topics of cultural ecology and used

by many historical geographers. 2 If this method is used alone
1

Whittlcscy, D., "Scquence Occupance”, n Annals of

) American Assoctation of Geographers, 19 TI9Z9), pp. 162- 165,
. (a) East,W.G., An Hlsmrlcnl Geog

(B .C.; An Hluor o of Europe(Lond. 1935).

(©) Pollock, N. C.;

""m
.+ v, An Historical &
rica,

(Aylesbury, 1963)
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the result is an unconnected narration of topics. It can be
extremely useful if it is blended with the cross-sectional
approach as Dickson did. L ‘The biending of the two methods
calls for ingenuity and proper training in order to avoid
repetitions; and in fact, this is a rare quality (as far as
methodology s concerned), which Dickson's book possesses.
Whatever criticisms that may be levelled against the book,
the method 1s a break-through in the presentation of the
cultural ecology of a placc.

The other approach is the thematic one where a
dominant theme Is identificd for @ given time span and studied
in its logical relationships with all relevant variables. This
approach works on the principle of the open system, in that as
soon as something happens to the dominant theme, the system
is bound to change. This is the method employed in the present
study. It 1s believed that this method will make possible the
interrelation of relevant phenomena, while at the same time the
Pprocesses and changes can be seen.  For example, during the
first phase (1702-1901), the dominant theme was the Asante

polizical power embodied in the Asante Kotoko Court,

L Dtcklon,K.B,_E cit.
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It was the court which influenced the socio-economic life of the
kingdom. The influence of the court was directly seen on what

were considered to be the two most important economic

ventures: trade and i ‘These two
also had inter-connections. In turn they affected other elements
in the cultural ecology of the area as shown in (Fig. 1. 2).

The diagram shows the over-riding influence of the
court, and so long as the court maintained itself the above
system remained, This order was bound to change whenever
the dominant theme was affected, as it did in 1902 with the
annexation of Asante to the British Crown.

From 1902 onward, it was the colonial power which
created an atmosphere of peace under which the cultivation of
cocoa flourished, (Rig.1.3). It was this cocoa growing Industry
which made the difference. The result of thesc developments
was seen In road building, trade, settlements and population
growth/distribution. There are also scen inter-connections
between trade and roads, roads and settlements and settlements
and population,



ASANTE COURT

POLITICAL CONTROL

Popuiation
ey T e

Gathering Economy

FIG.1-2. SCHEMA SHOWING THE INFLUENCE
OF ASANTE COURT
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The work is broadly divided into two main sections.
Section ome begins with an introductory chapter, the present one,
which deals with the conceptual basis of the work and also intro-
duces Asante as a cultural group. This is followed by chaprer
wo which gives the background information of the territory
before 1701, Then comes the First Phase, chapters three to
six, which discusscs the evolution of the cultural ecology of
Asante from 1702 to 1901. The Second Phase is introduced by
the fall of Asante power and the establishment of the British rule
(the indirect rule and Pax Britapica). The remaining chapters
are about the cultural ecology of Asante from 1902 to 1945,

Finally in the presentation, some dates have been fixed
where nucessary in the text. In so doing, some documented
events of local significance have been employed as guides, e.g.
when an event is known to have occurred, say, a year after the
exile of Prempe 1 (1896) then the date can be fixed around 1897,
Dates so fixed can only be approximate, In a semi-literate
society where there is a paucity of written documents, and where
oral tradition has been carcfully handed down, and where it is
highly respected as a facet of historical study, this should be
accepeed as valid in fixing approximate dates, This method was
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used in the 1960 and 1970 Population Censuses.
Even though the study of place names may, strictly
speaking, fall outside the purvicw of geography, it can be
useful to the geographer by providing support for an argument,
or by helping to make a picture he has painted richer or more
lush,! Unfortunately, place names can be misleading if their
modern, apparent meaning is different from their original genuine
onc, especially as a result of changes in spelling, For example,
the name Efidwaase, originally meant Efiada-dwa-ase, (which
literally means Priday market); but with its contemporary
spelling of Effiduase, the word dua-ase means 'under a tree’,
completely renders the original meaning obscure and incompre-
hensible. In Asante, this problem arose because those who first
wrote these names merely wrote what they might have heard bur
not exactly what the informants said. This was because thesc
pevple were non-Akan, PFor example, Kumase (Kum-ase) which
means ‘under the Kum (tree)’ was first anglicized as Coommassie,
and is now spelt Kumasi, Bur without going into linguistics, the
suffix -asi Is not the same as -ase, because whereas -ase when

rendered freely means under, -asl may denote an end.

L. Lind, Ivan., “Geography and Place Names" in Readings Tn
o.xlx::al p ::d. by Wagner, P.L.& MnK.‘a‘H“L
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This problem is known to be prevalent in the place names of
Asante.

In order not to repeat an old mistake the spelling of
place names in this work has been written in Asante=Twi,
exactly as the chiefs and elders pronounced them to the au!har.1
These forms of spelling arc not very different from the spelling
used in 1960 and 1970 Population Censuses; in order that the
“new" spelling will not bring any confusion the old spelling is,
where necessary, written in parcnthesis, e.g. Juaben, Juaso,
and Ejura become Dwaben, Dwaso, and Adwera, respectively;
the major changes here being Jua- to Dwa- and Eju- to Adwe-.
Purthermore, the ending -si becomes -se, for example, Kumasi
and Obuasi become Kumasc and Obuase respectively. It is hoped
that these forms of spelling, based on exact pronunciation current
in Asante, will be a contribution to the spelling of placc names
in Ghana,

L. Because of this the author spent two weeks in Kumase
‘Traditional Court listening to the chiefs; and another two
wecks in Mamponhene's Court; he has also been to Adansehene’s
Court, all during the period of research as an observer.
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THE ASANTE AS A CULTURAL GROUP

The Political System of Asantc
One cultural index of the Asante was their political *

organization. The significance of this was the way this
phenomenon was utilised to make Asante the greatest middle-
man state in the greater part of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, (refer Chapter 6 ) and how it also indirectly affected
other human elements. Asante was known to possess an unwrit-
ten but elaborate Law and Constitution,! which was worked by

a arranged ally. At the

apex of the gove was the A and his

mational court, made up of the powerful Lords, (the Abrempon),
the paramount chiefs in the realm (Fig. 1.4). Next came the
various Paramount Chiefs and their State Councils made up of
the chiefs of the sub-states (Fig, 1. 5). The third tier, that (s
the court of sub-chiefs, also had a council made up of the village
beadmen (the Adikrofo). These in turn had the Apamfo or the
counsalors who were clan or family heads. At the lowest

stratum of the body politic was the family or clan which was the

1. Ramtray, R.S., Ashanti Law and Constitution (O, U, P, 1929)
T (passim)
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basis of the political system. This staggered arrangement
made the participation of the government of Asante an affair
for all.

It was the pational council, the Asante Kotoko Court:
which controlled the economy as referred to above. The com-
position of this court was very simple (Fig. 1.4). It was headed
by the Asantehene or the King of Asante, who was also the
occupant of the Golden Stool. The other members of the court
were the Amanhene, or the Paramount Chiefs of Mampon, Dwaben,
Kumawu, Nsuta, Kokofu, Bekwai, Adanse, Agona, Ofeso(Ofinso),
Edweso, etc., as well as the chiefs of Kumase. The occupant of
the Mampon Silver Stool was made the second in command after
the Asantchene.

The Asante political organization could be described as
a confederation, The following were some of the tenets of this
confederation:

(a)  Allthe Abrempon, that s, the Paramount Chiefs,
had to swear the oath of allegiance to the Asante-
hene (who in turn had to swear the oath of allegiance
0 the Amanhcne),

L. The Asante Kmah;o:mn 1 same
Court or the Asante Cou ""’ as The Asante Royal
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Whatever the measures to curtail the powers of the
Amanhene, the lawer remained jealous of their prgvileges and
powers and were ready to take up arms if the central authority
proved inclined to act too despotically. Dwaben took up arms
against Kumase in 1835 and 1875 for apparent despotic behaviour
of the men in Kumase. Indeed the commands of Kumase were
obeyed so long as the prerogatives of the Asantchene were
exercised according to established customs.

Politically, the decisions of the Asante court were
regarded as national and had to be carried right through to the
cottages and hamlets. In some cases, the Amanhene had to go
back to inform their various state counclls before final decisions
were taken in Kumase, Once agreed, they became laws, and
offences arising our of such decisions had to be settled at the
Asantchene's court at Kumase, By a careful study of the Asante
constitution, one would be right to conclude that the inion was a

loosc confederation,! and its success depended on the system of
decentralization,

Asante’s political rule aver the Provincial States (Vassal
Stares), (Fig. 1.6), was not direct as in Asante proper, The

L PFuller, F,.C., A Vanished Dynasty: Ashanti (London 1921), p. 34
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provincial vassal chiefs were left a measure of freedom to practise
their own customs, Whar they were obliged to do was two-fold.
Pirstly, they had to pay their annual tribute to Kumase regularly;
for example, the Dagomba had to pay their annual tribute of one
tundred each of the following items: slaves, fowls, cartle and
sheep. ! Secondly, they werc to supply men-at-arms to
replenish the Asante army whenever the Asante were going to war?
But the rulers were not obliged to attend the Odwira, nor werc they
made members of the Asanteman Council. Thus, the various
states which made up provincial Asante never regarded themselves
as Asante and cven detested being vassals to a distant monarch.
Each of the vassal statcs was put under one of the
Abirempon of Kumase. These chicfs never visited their
respective territories. So long as the latter paid their annual
tribute, they were left in peace to practise their own traditions
and customs. In short, the Asante's rule over the outer terri-
tories was only military, hence the many revolts in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. Indeed, it was due to this weak political

cuntrol over provincial Asante that made all the vassal states of

T
Mission From Coast to Ashantee
Tondon 181 53y, o eiee.

2. Bowdich,T.E.,
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Asante declare their independence in 1874 when Asante was
defeated by the British,
Politics and Society

‘The Asante political system permeated the socio-
economic life of the people, either directly or indirectly. A few
examples might make the above statement clear, In the first
place, the Asante royal court came to control the economy in
this part of West Africa, This was done by several means,

For example, by the beginning of the L9th century all the major
trade routes had been re-routed to converge on Kumase, the capital
of Asante; by this measure, all major trade routes came under

the political control of Asante, It is not an exaggeration to say

that the Asante court dictated the tempo of the coastal and

northern trade. Trade on the Gold Coast was disrupted when-

ever the Asante armics werc on the field: bt the same quickly
revived whenever the Asante made peace.

The next major sector of the economy which the court
deliberately controlled was gold mining (refer Chapter 4 on
Goldmining). The court also controlled such economic activitics
a8 lake fishing and professional mmting, Likewise, major crafts
such a8 kente weaviag, wood carving and goldsmithing came to be
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controlled in one way or the other by the court.

The political system also affected the growth and dis-
tribution of population, Throughout most of the Asante wars,
especially among the Akan tribes, the war captives were
resettled in parts of Asante, eg. the Denkyira, who were
resentled in Atwoma and the Fante and Assen who were resettled
at Lake Bosomtwe to teach the Asante the art of fishing. The
political system also sought to stabilise the concentration of
population around the traditional state capitals, because those
centres provided the needed protection in those days. The Asante
political power made a conscious effort to encourage other Twi
speakers who wanted to scttle in Asante to do so. By this means,
the population of Asante was augmented. Finally, the system
stabilised the political boundaries of the various states within
Asante and marked clearly the Asante national boundary with the
surrounding vassal states.

Milirary Organisation
One of the hallmarks of the Asante was their reputation

as being the bravest and most warlike of probably all the peoples
in this part of West Africa.! What made the Asante military

L. Rauray, R.S., Ashanti Law and Constitution, p. 120
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giants was not only their bravery but also their military organt-
sation which did not exist anywhere else in Ghana.! The Asante
military organisation included the following divisions:

a)  The Akwansrafo or the scouts; their duty was to
ind out the enemy's position.

b)  They were followed by the Twafo, the Advance
guard, (Twa means to cut, they cleared a path
through the bush). This group usually contained
several men whose guns werc charged with
“medicine”. They often advanced in two or three
columms, The first line fired, then standing back
to re-load, the sccond line passed through them,
they in tum fired; after which the last linc passed
through both and became the first line.  Reinforce-

ments for the Twafo were drawn from the Gyaasefo
and Ankobea, and even Kyidom, the rear guard,
Behind (MM{) were the Heralds and Afona soafo
(sword bearers) armed with whips, who flogged any-

one atempting to retire.

143) Rattray, R.S., op. cit., p.120
(b) Reindort, Rev. C., History of the Gold Coast and Asantep. 119
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d)  Behind these came the Adonten or the main body.

¢)  The King (chief) surrounded by his personal body
guards, the Gyaase in front and the Ankobea behind.

)  The flanks were guarded by the Nifafo and Benkumfo,
the right and the left wings respectively.

g  The rear guard, the Kytdom, in action always faced
to the rear (Rig. 1.7)L,

The Asante War Formation

a)  Akwansrafo -  Scows
b)  Twafo - Advanced guard
¢  Heralds - ‘pushers’ of the Twafo
d)  Adonten - Manin body
€ Gyassefo - King's body guards, (in fron).
f)  KING -

Ankobeafo - King's body guards, (behind)
b Nifafo - Right flank guards
) Benkumfo -  Lef flank guards
» idom - Rearguard

Each of the other states also had similar war formation,

e.g. Kokofu, (Pig.1.8)%
T
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The Kokofu State War Formation

a)
b)
L]
qQ
)
0

8

Akwansrafo

Twafo

Heir apparent who ‘pushes’ the Twafo

Akwamu

Kontire

Oyokohene, who pushes the Kontire and Akwamu
chiefs

The Chief
Kyidom

Ankobea

Gyaase

Right wing guards
Left wing guards.

In war, the last rallying point was round the chief's

stool (which was always carried to war), All members of the

aristocracy were expected to lay down their lives rather than

allow the stool to fall into the hands of the enemy. The Asante

saying "Fedee ne wuo a fayinam wuo” (if it is a choice between

dishonour and death, death is preferred) supports the above view,
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Purthermore, the Asante war cry: Asante Kotoko kum apem-a-
apem_beba, (literary, Asante porcupine, kill a thousand and a
thousand will reappear) attests to the bravery of the Asante.

Before lcaving home to campaign, all captains would
swear the solemm oath of Ntam-Kese Mmiensa before the
Asantehene to fight withoutr retreating until the head of the
enemy's captain was obtained. The ordinary soldiers would also
"drink ferish" (nom abosom), to fight to the end. This spiritual
and moral preparation beforc taking the battleficld was probably
not only limited to the Asante: other Akan tribes did the same,
but the former werc known to have used it cffectively in their
campaigns.

Before the final fall of the Asante in 1900, they were
described as "warlike". One would like to find out whether the
Asante were only interested in fighting since the Asante army was
constantly in the field from 1700 till 1900. It appears the Asanre
demanded justice and fair play, because they only went to war
when they had exhausted the field of diplomacy. In most cases,
they took the bartletield to arrcst a rebel vassal chief or to
punish a chief whose subjects had maltreated the Asante traders
and refused to apologise. Often, fighting ceased if the opposing
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leader was arrested or killed. Another factor which made the
Asantc warlike was that it was a landlocked state, completely
isolated from the coastal and northern markets, And as a nation
whose prosperity depended on trade, it was reasonable that it
should have an access to these market centres. As a result,
any state which obstructed the Asante traders quickly had a
reprisal from the Asante court. The very name Asante has a
connotation of a fighting people. It 18 said when the King of
Denkyira heard of the union of the Asante states a8 Kotoko, he
remarked that it had been formed because of war against him,
“Osa-nti” (literary, because of war). Thus, the members of the
union became known as Sa-mti-fuol, (corrupted o Asantefuo),
hence the name Asante.
Communalistic Spirit?

*  The coming together of the indcpendent states to form
the nucleus of the Asante nation was one of the greatest achieve-
ments of these people. This feat could not be achieved by other

Akan groups such as the Fante who remained fragmented. This

1. Busia, K.A., The Position of Chief in the Modern Political
System of Asbanti, (0. U. P. 1963), p. 52

2. This characteristic could
Yol chacaciselacic ik be tound smong the Akan of which
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coming together of the Asante infused in them a rare commu-
nalistic spirit, and built a society in which "each was his
brother's keeper”. [n time of war, they rose up as a united
group and fought, [n time of pcace, this spirit was seen at
work in many instances. In founding settlements, young men
came together and helped each other to build the houses,
Villagers communally provided and kept clean places of conve-
niences and sources of drinking water. It was through the
utilisation of this quality by the colonial government that much was
achieved in the form of rural development. Today, communal
labour s part of the rural life of Asante,

The Asante were pragmatic and were ready to experiment
and accept new ideas if the innovation did not undermine their
cherished traditions, This is seen in the evolution of their
mazerial culture, when they quickly acquired the knowledge of
gun warfare, and the use of European goods such as tobacco,
tinned foods, cloths; and in modern times, many sophisticated
g00ds such as asbestos sheets, etc,

Lystad, who worked in Asante concluded his work by
writing:
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- The Ashanti in their history have resisted
firmly where possible, yielded reluctantly where
necessary and grabbed eagerly where desirable,
‘Whatever have been the social changes Ashanti
have retained their identity and integrity as a

functioning satisfying society”. l

L. Lystad, R.A., The Ashanti: A Proud People,
(New Brunswick 1958), p. L88.
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CHAPTER TWO

‘THE PEOPLING OF ASANTE

The name Asante appeared for the first time in any
European literaturc at the beginning of the eighteenth century.
This was the time when some Akan clans had come together to form
a kingdom with Kumase as their capital, some few years earlier,
This territory was not the original home of the Asante, Originally
all the ancestors of the Asante lived at Adanse /Amansic!, Adanse
is therefore an important ancestral home of many Twi speakers.
‘The area is traditionally known in Akan cosmogony as the place
where God (Qdomankoma) started the creation of the world?,
It was the same area bounded by the Pra, the Ofe and the Oda
rivers where the Akan® developed some of their kasic political
and soclal institutions,® such as the ideas of the clan and kingship
which was personified in Awurade Basa (the first known Adanse

Chief) (04, 05, 06)" PFurthermore, Adansc was the first of the
T. (@ Claridge, W. W., A History of the Gold Coast & Ashantl,

oL T, m). 1915, p. 12.
(b) Daaky, K. Y., QOral Tradition of Adanse, (Legon 1969)
assim.
2. Reindort, C. C., The History of the Gold Colgt & Ashanti,

sel . 48,
3. The Fante, a section of the A&m do not appear to have
connections with the Adanse area.

4. Boaben, A.A., “The Origins of the Akan” Ghana Notes and
Querries (G.N.Q.), No.9, 195, pp, 910,

Look at Appendix two for the names of those who were:
e v sowws o Oral Tradidon,
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five principal Akan (Twi) states (The Akanman Piesie Num) of
Adanse, Akyem, Assen, Denkyira and Asante in order of
seniority.

Evidence of the above claim for Adanse is shown by the
fact that most of the ruling clans of the Akan forcst states trace
their origins to Adanse. The Asona who founded Edweso (Ejisu)
and Ofeso (Ofinso) in Asante and the Akyem Abuakwa state claim
that they originated from Kokobiante, near Sodua, a small village
which existed between Akrokyere (Akrokere) and Dompoasc. The
Assen both of the Ascnie of Atandansu (Fante Nyankomase) and
Asona of Apemanin, also the Afutuakwa of Fosu and the Aboabo
of Assen Nyankomase trace their original homes to that stretch
of territory between the Pra river and Kusa range. Their most
renowed sites were Nimiaso and Apagya for the Atandansu and
Ansa for Apemanin, The Agona who founded the kingdom of
Denkytra were known to have once occupled that land stretching
from Asokwa westward to the neighbourhood of Obvase and
Akrofuom to the confluence of the Oda and Ofe rivers, where
the capital, Abankesieso, was situated, The Bretuo of Mampon
and Kwau trace thelr home to Ayaase and Ahensan,

while Abadwan and Edublasc are known to be
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the early homes of the Oyoko clan (07, 06). Finally, the Ekona

of Romena claim to have originated from Adanse (Fig. 2. 1).

This place then could be said to have nurtured most of the impor-

tant Akan (Twi) clans, It is noteworthy that apart from the

tradition of Adanse all stories of migrations and modes of travel

tend to be ill-supported, hazy and, by and large, unintelligible.
Adanse area could rcasonably be idemtified on the

“Dutch map of the Gold Coast 1629 as Acanij, where "lived the

most principal merchants who trade gold with us” (Fig. 2.2).

It is from this place that the clans which later founded the

Kingdom of Asante migrated northwards. It must be emphasized

that at the time of their the of

the Asante had acquired many of their characteristics that made
them identifiable as a people with identical aspirations and mode
of life.

There Is 1o written literature to support the time when
the clans began to move from Adanse, but it must have been after
1629, because none of the states in Asante appeared on the Dutch
map of the Gold Coast. The only place which seemed to have been
known at the coast by that time was (Taffoe) Tafo. It is probable



48

THE CRADLE OF ASANTE

Ed 2 d [ (s
T T T

Savennah N
)

Savannas

AKYEM
l /
/

<]
"lﬁ'trl X




49




that the people started to move northwards after the death of the
third King of Denkyira, Aha, in about 1632. ' The reign of the
sixth King of Denkyira, Werempe-Ampem, (1640s) who had at

his disposal a powerfully organized state srmyz, must have been

a decisive period for the mass of these clans
Thus the movement of the ancestors of the Asante is associated
with the rise of Denkyira because this new power in the neigh-
bourhood of Adanse (Fig. 2. 3) was apparently a threat to the peace
of their neighbours.

The reasons for these migrations northwards are complex.
‘The traditions among the Asante appear to attribute the thrust
northwards to two basic causes: dynastic disputes and overpopu-
lation. For example, the Bretuo of Mampon were reputed to have
left Ahensan because of a disputed succession3  Bonwere tradition
also claims that they left Adanse because of a disputed successiond23)

T Kumak, T.K., "The Rise and Fall of the Kingdorn of DerioTear™
Notes and Querries No. 19, 1966 p. 34
2. Kumah, J.K., g . p.34

3. Ramray, R.S., Ashanti Law and Constitution(O. U, P, 1929) p. 253,
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entered into the calculations of the ancestors of the Asante, for
they efther had to stay in Adanse and be made slaves by the
military statcs being created in the south or move northwards

into comparative freedom. This view seemed to have been
cemphasized by Fynn while he rejected the economic factor put
forth by Wilks. Fynn writes: "this thesis Is unsatisfactory
because it underestimates the political and cconomic revolution
which had taken place in this part of West Africa”, | The author
belicves that such an extreme view is rather unfortunate, and

that even though commerce was not the prime factor it did play

a part in the movement of the ancestors of the Asante from Adansc
area as put forward by Wilks. The ancestors of the Asante knew
the importance of tradc and their settlement around Tafo should

be a significant factor that must not be rejected outright, because
Tafo was known to be rich in gold (refer Dutch map) and should

be ablc to artract these people who knew the importance of gold

in the then trade to the south. This lcads to the second factor

of importance, that is, the influence of the European trade,

These people might have moved out to a place where conditions

were favourable for effective participation in this trade;
L. Fym, J. K. »Op. cit. p.25,




- 83 -

On the other hand, the Kumawu say that they left Asumenya
because of a population explosion which resulted in an acute
shortage of farming and hunting land. ! Some nistorians® have
also tried to explain the reasons of the Asante migrations north-
wards from Adanse/Amansie areas.

In the author's view, the movement of the ancestors of
the Asante from Adanse/Amansie northward was the result of the
interplay of several factors which were internal and external,
The more important factor was the political atmosphere of the
Adanse area, as a result of the emergence of the Akwamu, the
Akyem and, most important, the Denkyira, It appears that the

or di familics”, 3 moved

northwards because of political pressures emanating from those
southern states, Thus a strong element of self-preservation

L. Ramray, R.S., Op.cit., p.217.
2. () Wllks, Ivor, "The Northern Factor in Ashanti.
Begho & Mande" in Journal of African History, ll L 191,
®) Fynn, 1 K. , "The Rise of Ashanti" in Ghana Notes &
Querries (G.N.Q.) No. 9,196, p. 25.

3. Bowdich, T.E., Mission From Cape Coast Castle to Ashanti,
(London 1819), p. 229.
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in their home arca they were too close to the trade- minded,
well-established states of Denkyira, Akwamu and Akyem. x

The last important factor which was internal was due
o population pressure in Adanse and Amansie. This factor
might have led to stool disputes which were rife among the clans
in Adanse, because as their numbers increased, the most powerful
personalities might have dreamed of building kingdoms that could
be as powerful as those of Denkyira and Akwamu, The importance
of this hypothesis lies in the fact that when they moved some clan
leaders succeeded in building powerful states such as Dwaben,
Mampon and Ofeso, This idea of organisation of state might have
been copled from the southern states, 2 (22)

Thesc ancestors of the Asante moved to the north because
a closer look at the distribution of Akan states in those days (Fig.23)
would show that the only chance open to the migrants was the north
where there were comparatively less powerful states, The Guan
who Iived in the environs of Kwabere and Sekyere (where the
ancestors of the Asante moved) were not powerful enough to resist

the movement of these invaders who used firearms,

L. Boaten, K., “The Asantc Before 1700° in Rescarch Review
Vol. 8 No. | XS University of Ghana, Logom, T970 ——

2. Osel Tutu, the founder of Asante nation, leasne ¢
ion, learnt the craft of
chiefship from the courts ‘of the Kings of Denkyira and Akwamu,
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There appeared to be two ways by which the people
moved: some migrated on a large scale as a whole settlement
decamped, en masse, and scttled in new areas. This was what
occurred with the migration of the people of Mampon, Nsuta and
Kumawu !, All these groups were led by powerful individuals
who larer became founders of the various settlements, Others
also moved in small numbers but in clans which included the
branches of the Ekoona, the Aduana, the Asenee, etc. It appears
that the Ekoona, the Aduana, the Asenee, etc. moved first; the
last two to move were the Bretuo and the Oyoko in that order.
The early Twi speaking states to be established by these clans
were Kaase, Amakom, Tafo, Wonoo, etc, all around modern
Kumase. It was left to the Oyoko clan to unite them into the
Kumase State of Asantc.

Up to this time the impression so far crcated may be
that the migrants moved into an empty territory and just took
possession of the land. Indeed the land was peopled, however
sparsely, and these immigrants from Adanse had to fight with

the old inhabitants of the land, to get some land on which to settle.

Oral :ndmon supports the idea that the Asante met some people
(13, 33)
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There is also archaeological evidence to show that modern Asante
area had been peopled for a long time, (however scanty the popu-
lation had been). Dickson ! in his book vividly discusses the
various phases of the cultural history of Ghana as a whole. His
map (after O. Davies) showing the distribution of Sangoan sites
(Fig. 2. 4) does not preclude the Asante area. Furthermore, the
Neolithic culture which was named the "Kintampo Culture"?
spread through modern Asante with a fair concentration of stone
celts in Adanse aread, The above archaeological evidence is
enough to support the view expressed by Rattray that "The forest
belt had probably been their (the Asantc) habitat from time
immemorial, "4

If the Asante themselves say that they met the Guan in
their new home, then the Guan may probably be associated with the
Neolithic people. Dickson suggests that the Guan “in view of their
possible countrywide distribution, could have been direct descen-

dants of the Neolithic population”, > The Guan lived in parts of

1. Dickson, K.B, Op. Cit., pp.3 - 13,

2. Davies, O., "The Invaders of Northern Ghana", Universitas
(Legon 1961), IV. S, s

3. Ibid p.12

4. Rattray, R.S., The Tribes of the Ashanti Hinterland, (OUP 1932)

L —
5. Dickson, K.B. Op.cir., p. 14
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Kwabere and Sekyere, and their tradition claims that before the
arrival of the Asante in this arca they had cstablished a huge
cmpire stretching from Gongya (Gonja) across the Volta River
(Firaw) to the coastal districts (19, 13). Atara Firaw had his
capital at Gyaneboafo in the Afram plains 1 (19, 13) far to the
east of Asante Reglon and north east of the present Kwau (Kwahu)
traditional area,

However fragmentary the archacological evidence and
however patchy the evidence from oral traditional sources may be,
Kwabere, Sckycre, Atwoma and Asante Akyem districts were
already occupled before the ancestors of the Asante moved in,
Aside from the Guan, there had been an advance movement of
some Twi speakcrs either from Adanse or elsewhere from the
south to this area, For example, in Atwoma the DormaaZ (01, 15)

had established a large capital at Suntreso near Kumase,

L (@) Ameyaw, K., "Kuahu - An Early Forest State”,
G.N.Q. No. 9, 1966, p. 44.
(b) Painter, C., "The Guan and West African Historical
Reconstruction” G.N.Q.,No. 9, 196, p.62.

(c) Rattray, R.S., Ashanti Law and Constitution, p, 218
(@) Efa, E. Forosie (Stough 1958), pp. 7-8.

2. Anarfi, An Historical ;"%@ﬁgﬁ of Atwoma (Legon 1970)
Unpublis] . A, Dissertation.
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In Asante Akyem, the Akyem Bosome were already therc. The
Bono at Takyiman had their territory stretching southwards to
the environs of present Ofeso.

Invaders from Adanse/Amansie had to fight these
people who were already on the land, In Atwoma the Dormaa
were defeated after several encounters and were driven beyond
the Tano river, The Guan were also routed. Finally the Akyem
who lived in modern Asante Akyem district were defeated. In
all these encounters the ancestors of the Asante drove some of
their cnemies away and absorbed others. Commenting on the
occupation of the modern Asante area by the Asante, Bowdich !
wrote that the Asante Kingdom was founded on the ruins of the Inta,

Looking at the successes of the Asante, one would
like to explain why they won most of their encounters. Several
factors might have contributed to their many successes which
led to the effective occupation of their new home. In the first
place, these migrants were better armed than those they met,
They moved at the time when gun warfare was known by well
organized states such as Denkyira and Akwamu, who were their

(Asamte’s ) adversaries. Burthermore, as traders to the coast
L. Bowdich, T.E., Op. cit, p.228
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they had, no doubs, acquired guns with which they fought against
the Guan and the Dormaa who might have becn {ll-equipped
milicarily. Asante tradition says that while they (the Asante)
uscd guns, swords and shiclds and bows /arrows, the Guan only
used the last two groups of war implements (01, 03).

Secondly, the temporary military alliances of the in-
vaders helped a great deal. The importance of this factor lies
in the fact that when the ancestors of the Asante moved from
Adanse they regarded themselves as the Dwaben, the Mampon,
the Nsuta, etc., and were bound together by such ties as
common origins, customs and language, but politically they only
Tecognised a loose relationship with one another. The basis of
their unity later on was the fact that they had to fight for their
survival, Intime of war against their common enemy, these
independent chiefdoms came together temporarily, There arc
a few examples of such temporary unions, Adu Gyamfi of Wonoo
(rom the Bretuo clan) assisted Obiri Yeboah of Kwaman (from the
Oyoko clan) to fight the Dormaa in Atwoma(03, 02). Later the
combined forces of Dwaben (Oyoko), Kwabere (mixture of clans)
and Kwaman (Oycko) routed the Dormaa and drove them away
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beyond the Tano river. InSekyere, the combined forces of
Kumawu, Beposo, as well as Agogo from Asante Akyem (13, 33)
marched against Atara Firaw from the west, while Nkwatia and
Pitiko from Kwau (Kwahu) (33) zonc fought from the east.

The last relevant factor might have been sheer
determination because having abandoned their home, the Asante
migrants needed somewhere to stay as a people. They knew
what it was like to be homeless, As a result, these migrants
grabbed land here and there from those they conquered. The

conquered territories later on became Asante,

The Early Asante Settlements and Formation of the Amantuo

A close study of the settlements reveals that most of the
carly scttlements did not spring up at their present sites all at
once, The general pattern of the movement from Adanse to their
new places appeared to have been as follows: as they journeyed
northwards, they stopped at certain places on their way, until
finally they settled at their modern sites. A few cxamples will
illustrate this point. The people of Ofeso moved from Adanse
and firse settled in Akyem Abuakwa, From Akyem they journeyed

northwards to Edweso where a section stayed, Then leaving Tafo
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behind they pushed northwards to the banks of the river Ofe
where they founded Ofeso Tutuase, Ofeso Annow, Asamankama,
etc. (35). The Efidwaase, led by their ancestral leader, Mposo
Frempon, started from Ayaase in Adanse and following the
ancient trade route to the north, stopped at Asokore Mampon

in Kwabere, from where they moved to their present site.

In the case of Mampon they started from Ahensan, and stopped
at Amoafro-Bogyawe, then at Kodiekrom, Takwa Buoho in
Kwabere, then still pressing northwards reached Akrofoso
(Old Mampon) (34). The Oyoko clan who lived at Santemanso
also moved to found settlements such as Bekwai, Kumase and
Dwaben (01). At this carly period, there appearcd to have
been a great deal of movement of people and shifting of scttle-
ments,

It seems that by the beginning of the sccond half of the
seventeenth century, the carliest settlements had been founded
or were in the process of being formed. Some of the early
settlements to be founded were Wonoo, Dwaben, Atwea,
Akrofoso, Anyinasu, Agona Akyempem, Kumawu, Kumase,
Kaase, Ofeso, etc. (Pig.2.5).
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A few of the ancestral leaders were able to build
large settlements because of the large followings they had.
As these leaders were Abirempon (Litcrally lords) their
settlements became the logical traditional capitals, c¢g. Kumase,
Mampon, Dwaben and Kumawu. Some of these traditional
capitals were reported to be very large and had sevenry seven
streas, e.g Kumawu, !

There were other sertlements of considerable sizes
ut which were not capitals, especially in Kwaberc, such as
2

Wonoo, Mamponten, Antoa, Faobaware, Kenyase, © ctc.

These were small pri ies entircly i

of onc another.
At this period some half dozen tribal units had
assumed sufficient size and importance to cause them to be

known as Amantuo, i.e. groups of Aman or tribes. These were

L. Rattray, R.S.,Ashanti Law and Constitution, Chapter VIIIL

2. Boaten, K., An Historical Geography of Kwabere, (Legon 1967).
An unpublished B.A. Disscrtation, p.S. Adu Gyamfi, the
founder of Wonoo, was so powerful in Kwabere that he was
made a regem at Kumase after the death of Obiri Yeboah and
was instrumental in crowning Osei Tutu, the founder of Asante
nation. But he could not subjugate rulers such as Sarkodie
Date Ascnso of Antoa and Kagya of Mamponten, all in Kwabere,
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Asumenya, Dwaben, Kumawu, Mampon, Kumase and Ofeso.
Neswea, Kokofu, Bekwai and Agona were all in existence but
were unimportant as Amantuo (Fig.2.6) These states were
independent of one another and consisted of the capital town

and several small scttlements which attached themselves to

the capital for protection. The name of the capital sertlement
became the name of the state, e.g. Mampon-Mman, Dwaben-
‘Mman, Kumawu-Mman, etc. They were both civic and military
in outlook. In time of war all the sertlements under a particular
head fought as a unit.  t was the politico-military unification
of these states that gave birth to the Asante Kingdom at the

beginning of the eighteenth century,
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CHAPTER THREE
EVOLUTION OF SETTLEMENTS AND POPULATION

SETTLEMENT

Evolution of Settlement Pattern

At the of the Asante C inabout

1702 the primary settlements had been founded. The distribution
partern of thesc settlements was as follows: there were the state
capitals (see Chapter 2) which were situated within a radius of
25-30 miles from Kumase; then around thesc state capitals were
the other scttlements. This partern reveals that there were
considerable empty spaces around while the settlements were
closely packed together in the core area (see Fig. 2. 5).

Many of the scttlements were very small by contempo-
rary standards; but the traditional capitals were considerably
large, ¢.g. people around Mampon-Akroforo near Efidwaase
(Efiduasc ) claim that the ruin of the old capital covered an
area of about three square miles (now most of this area is covered
with farms and sacred gm?'ves) (41,42). Other centres such as
Kumase, Kumawu cte. were repured to consist of seventy-seven

streets, (02, 32). This is now known to mean that the settlements
were not villages in the modern sense,
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The continued appearance of new settlements took
place by several means, In the first place many of the old
centres broke up only to result in the founding of several
settlements. Secondly, war prisoners were often resettled in
empty areas, and their camps became the nuclei of new
sctticments.  Thirdly, some Akan from Denkyira and Akyem
also moved into the Asante territory to settle because they
wanted the protection that could be obtained in Asante in those
days! (40, 15, 47).

The break-up of the existing centres occurred either
as a result of peaceful movement of the people due to congestion
or as a result of civil war. An cxample of the former cause was
the peaceful break up of Old Mampon. Mampon tradition says
that there was an acute shortage of farm land due to congestion
(34, 41). The Mampon were hemmed in by the people of Sekyere
to the east and consequently they moved northwards to a place
abowr eleven miles away (Fig.3.1) (48),

Agona Akyempem and Gyamfi Wonoo broke up as a

Tesult of civil wars, In the case of the former it was artacked

;l'he A:‘_nbn:c I:les chose a bartle ground outside their home
rea: The only exception was the artack of Kumase by Ebiri
Moro of Sehwi, but he attacked
were Mgiting the Ak at the time when the Asante
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by Dwaben and as & result most of its nhabitants fled the town.
Later they founded modern Agona and its saccllites (Fig. 3.2)
now forming the Agona traditional area (49, 50, 51). The
second example was Gyamfi Wonoo in Kwabere which was
stormed by Kumase In the early decades of the eighteenth
century. The people of Gyamfi Wonoo after their defeat

moved to the Mampon and the Apaa areas, (16, 58, 59). This
movement led to the establishment of Gyamase and its seven
setlements. 1 (60, 58). Gyamaase itself was founded at the
head of a pass to check any movement of Mampon enemies from
the south,

The Asante, realizing that their numbers were small
in comparison to their enemies such as the Denkyira and Akyem,
decided to suttle their prisoners of war in thelr territory. This
official policy led to the establishment of many settlements
peopled with the Denkyira, the Akyem, the Asscn and the Fante.
Many of the Denkylira, after the Feylase War, were scttled

around Kumase espectally in Atwoma and Kwabere (61, 40).

1. Wiks, Ivor, "A notc on the Traditional History of Mampong"™

in Transactions of the Historical Socfety of Ghana. VoL IV
patt I pp, 27-28.
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According to oral tradition the craftsmen among the defeated
Denkyira were resertled to practise thelr crafts (01, 30, 63).
Such centres as Kentenkronu, for brass casting, and Ahwiaa
for wood carving are but two examples, Many Fante and Assen
fishermen were resettled around Lake Bosomtwe to do fishing.!
(09, 10, 64), These new members of the Asante state also
promoted crafts or trade inthe kingdom.
One cannot tell in detail the distribution of these
naturalised aliens or of their scttlements in Asante, because
as soon as they accepted the Asante nationality they had to
swear to forget their origins on pain of death, Their scttlements
were put under the jurisdiction of some Kumase Abirempon,
(Kumase chiefs), that is, they became part of the Kumase state,
In the case of Asante Akyem, some of the Akyem
Kotoku who could not escape from the Asante army were allowed
to settle in their home arcas and were accorded Asante citizen-
ship. The ruling clan of Bompata was one such group of people
who have been allowed to retain thetr royal lineage to this day
(32, 65). Part of the depopulated Akyem area was also taken

over by the Dwaben who founded such scttlements as Dwaso(Juaso),

1. Dupuis, J. , journal of A Rcsidense in Ashanti (Lond, 1824)
Bsection
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Konongo and Odumase (65, 66, 67). ' Bécauis¢ of this mixture of
the Asante and the Akyem the area became known as Asante-Akyem
with a part of it under Dwaben and another under Kumase, e.g.
Agogo, Bompata, Patriensa etc. (32, 33, 68).

The founding of the new settlements strengthened the
powers of the paramount chiefs as their territories widened,

The paramount stools saw to it that the newly founded settlements
would continue to pay allegiance to them. In view of this every
new settlement was assigned a specific role in the chicf's court.
Again, the paramount stools gencrally saw to it that the new
settlements were built fairly close to the parent settlements,
This close proximity afforded the new settlements opportunity to
perform, withour much hindérance, their court dutics,

Another area of A;mc territory which was peopled
sporadically was the Ahafo arca (44, 45, 69). The owners of
Ahafo lands such as Hiahene’ Hiawuhene®, Akwaboahenc*

(all of Kumasc) and Nkawiehene* allowed their subjects to settle
in the forest to hunt for the Asantehene (44, 45, 46, 69) and
settlements such as Tepa, Akwasiase, Kunsu, Wioso, Datano and

Abescwa were consequently founded, On the whole the settlements
were characteristically few.

The word hene means chicf ¢g. Hiahene means chief of Hia,
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These developments resulted nd generalized
distribution partern which showed a clearly defined core area
which was intensively settled. This core area appeared longi-
tudinal on & line running from Fomena northwards through
Kumase to Mampon, Outside this core area there existed only
a few and isolated settlements in places such as Eastern
Sekyere, Northern Ofeso, Ahafo Ano and southeast /southwest
Adanse., This partern which crystallized at the begiming of the

19th century (Rig. 3. 3) has maintained itself into the 20th century.

Characteristics of Settlements:

All the Asante scttlements were nucleated. This
meant that such settlements had their houses grouped together
around a definite core, [n most cases the core was cither a
chief's house or a fetish house, with the houses of the clders
and the first settlers encircling the core. It is striking that the
Asante (Akan) characteristically lived in nucleated villages and

(W!\l.l

1. Dickson, K, B., "Nucleation and Dispersion of Rural
Settlements in Chana" In The Ghana
Social Science Journal, VoL.T No. 1,197

pp. L17-119.
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tended to be grouped together ‘ahd ardund the chief's forthe
necessary protection.

The Asante scttlements had houses whose arrangement
could be described as "confused", because it did not conform to
the modern concept of town planning in which houses are regularly
built with streets sct between them. A description by Austin
Freeman was typical of all the Asante settlements. ... along
cach side of the road was a row of houscs, and at the back of
these, other houses dotted about irregularly, leaving narrow
crooked alleys between. At the centre of the street was the
inevitable shade tree, a finc wide spreading fiscus with a huge
mass of contorted roots”!,

The arrangement of houses so clustered together
conformed to their clan and class system. It was normal
practice for the members of a clan to build their houses closely
packed together and the picture of the Akan settlement showed
thar the alleys between the houscs were not meant to serve as
streets.

In the case of old Kumasc some aspects of the morpho-
logy can be learnt from Bowdich's sketch map of 1817 (Fig. 3.4).

L. Freeman, R.A., Travels and life In Ashanti and Jaman
W, T8%%), pp. 37-38




78

THE, TOWN OF KUMASE (817) (BOWDICH)
T




- 79 -

On the map is found what can be described as “residential
scgregation”, or the grouping of houses according to clan or
Class e.g. Chief and members of the royal family had their
houses very close to the palace. Another example was what can
be described as the Muslim quarters inhabited by Baba and his
other Muslim friends, Around the core were the small villages,
“Croom"”, with pathways lcading to the suburban areas such as
Bantama and Asafo.

At present there are few preserved settlements built on
traditional lines, One such cxample is the core of Safo, a village
sixteen miles north of Kumase in Kwabere. In this section of the
settlement, the three prominent clans have their houses closely
built together. Here in the centre of the settlement is the fetish
house of Takora which Is more clegantly built than the other houses
around. A broad street divides the scttlement (Fig. 3.5) while the
characteristic shade tree is present, Bowdich who saw the tradi-
tional Asante settlements wrote of the general morphology: “Each
Croom presented one wide strect with the gernfan or cachon trec
at the extremeties”!  Cardinal also agrees that a broad street

and a shade tree were truc of all the Asantc semtlements2,
1. Bowdich, T. E., Mission From Cape Coast Castlc to Ashantee

2. Cardinal, A.W., In Ashanti and Beyond (London 1927), p. 51
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The location of settlements in Asante can also
interest the student of Asantc and its culture, Location, as a
concep, 18 known to have two aspects, namely situation and
site. Struation generally accounts for the existence of a settle~
ment in relation to its surrounding area, whilst the latter refers
to the specific spot where a settlement stands L

One major factor that guided the situation of many of
the Asante settlements was accessibility, This was so because
many settlements, including almost all the traditional capitals,
were built along the major routes. The one side effect of this
location pattern was that the settlements artracted some amount
of trade, especially the big ones, while the small ones sold meat
and food to the travelling traders,

A few of the scrtlements were located strategically
e.g. Kwisa, the first Asante scttlement on the Cape Coast route,
was built to guard the only pass which the route utilized, Another
example was Gyamaase (Jamase) which was deliberately built to

control the pass leading to Mampon (Rig. 3.6) (60, 34).

1. Broek, J.0.M., "Progress in Human Geography~ in

New View Points on Geography (Washington D, C.
T96T) edited by PrTm?‘n ames, p. 39,
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In siting settlements, the founders were often con-
cerned with the availability of good drinking water and enough
arable and hunting land. If these requirements werc lacking,
then there was the likelihood that the people would then go away
in scarch of a better site. For cxample, the movement of the
Mampon from Akofoso to their present site was due to scarcity
of arable and hunting land. In general, all the Asantc settlements
avoided the river valleys and marshes, but were normally built
fairly close to streams where water could easily be obtained
e.g. Old Asonomaso was built at a site where the people could
easily obxain water from four nearby streams (Fig. 3.7).

The Asante house typc was what Dickson calls
‘rectangular interior compound house'! (Rig. 3.8). Normally the
walls were efther wattle-and-daub or swish,2 The average
household conststed of four rectangular, single-storeyed rooms
and an open one facing on to the central yard. Stanley, writing
in 1874, described the Asante houses as he saw them, 3

1. Dickson, K.B., A Historical Geography of Ghana (0. U, P.19%69)
PP. 282-

2. (2) Hemy, G.A,, March to Kumast (London 1874), p. 335,
® ueen Notes on Africa Box SG. Furley Collection,

ary, versi Legon,
3. Stanley, H.M., Coomassic to Magdala (London 1874), p. 166,
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SOURCES OF WATER SUPPLY IN A TYPICAL
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A RECTANGULAR HOUSE

Interior Compound Mouse
(Warnie ene Dov)
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“The houses in the city of Kumase were of better
quality than houses elsewhere in Asante, Governor Winniett
had this to say: "The walls consist of wattle work plastered
with clay and washed with white clay". He further observed
thar this mode of building gives o the strects a " peculiar
aspect of cheerfulness” L

In a typical house, there were no provisions for such
conveniences as the bathroom and the lavatory. For the latter
the men constructed pit latrines for the gencral use. In the case
of the former, the men often had their bath at the corner of the
housc set aside for this purpose, while the female inmates had
theirs outside the house in a small hut, withour a roof, erected
for this purpose.

‘The women had their bath outside for one major reason;
it was taboo for a female in her menstrual period to enter the
house of men. The man's house was built as any other house but
its peculiarity was the fact that it served as a repository for the
black stools (ancestral stools) for the clan,

There was always one large opening lcading outside,
which w

elther closed with wooden tramework or not closed at all,

T/A50 (N, 7a) Whinler, Coverno
Despatch No. 72 of 15th November 1845, =5
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“The rooms had doorways which were sealed with raffia mats,
The floor of an average room had one half raised to about onc
and a half feet, which was carefully smoothed, stuccoed and
painted red with ochre, ! Ventilation was generally poor
because there were no windows. At times there were small
round holes up In the walls probably to allow in some light
and fresh air,

‘The above descriptions mainly refers to houses of
people of the lower order. Palaces, fetlsh houses and houses
of the clders were often more elegantly built. There arc some
descriptions of such houses by the early travellers to Asante2,

A living example of this type of architectural design
is the palace of Asantchenc at Manhyia (Fig.3.9). It was bullt
In 1925 on the lines of the palace of Kofi Karikari which was
destroyed in 1874, Each of the courts was devoted to a special
function e, g, the first and the largest court (Pramaso) was

where the chief sat in state to receive all his subjects,

L Boyle, F,, Fantcland to Coomassic, 1874, (Lond. 1874), p. 287.
2. (2) CardindTA W, Tn Ashant] and Beyond (Lond, 1927), p. 51.
(b) Henty, C.A, op. CIt. p.
(c) Skertchly,]LA,, Sport in Ashanti (Lond. 1880) pp. 100-101
@ Boyle, F., op,cit. (Lond, 1874) p, 347,
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At the farther end of a palace were the small houses for the
chief's wives - Hiaa or the harem. The elaboration in the
palaces is a testimony of the status of the chicfs in the hierarchy
of the social structure,

In the houses belonging to chiefs and elders were
Javatories, a deviation from what obtained for the general
populace. Bowdich could not help commenting: “What surprised
me most was the discovery that every house had its cloacae,
besides the common ones for the lower order. It is often situated
at the most retired corner of the house. The holes are of small

but dug to a depth and boiling water

is datly poured down, which effectually prevents the least offence”!,
In Asante apart from the Asantehene's palace ar Kumase, other
palaces worthy of mention were those of Dwaben, Mampon, Nsuita,
Kokofu, Bekwai, Romena and Kumawu, Among the well decorated
fetish houses were thosc of Takora at Safo and Asuhyiae, Fagyare
at Beposc near Mampon, Biribi of Kassaim and Yentumi of
Abirem near Antoa,

The adoption of the compound houses with interior
courtyazrd may be explained by cultural factors. The extended
L. Bowdich, T,E., 9p._cit., p. 300
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family system and the idca of belonging to the same clan
(abusua) might have generated the building of a large enclosed
compound house type where members of the family could live
an integrated life. If a member of the clan became individua-
listic in the family he was more or less ostracised, and this
was the worst punishment that a clan could inflict on a member.

What made the i stic way of life was that

a father and an uncle had personal interest in the progress of
their son and nephew respectively. Again, since the sort of life
a particular individual led was supposed to be a reflection on the
whole famtly and clan it was the sacred duty of the father and
uncle to see that a youth was properly brought up, and this was
better done in that atmosphcre where one ate with one's elders,
slept with them under the same roof; in short, where one

lived an integrated life with other members of the family,

Towns
‘The Asante sctticments did not all have the same
social status: a few of them were regarded as towns (plural;
Nkro, singular: Kro) while the rest were villages (plural:
Nuraa: singular: akuraa). Among the towns themselves




- 91 -

were distinguished the Ahenkro (literally the scat of a paramount
chief - state capital), and kro (the seat of a sub-chief). Ina
sense, traditionally, a town can be defined as the scat of a
chief, an Obirempon or a sub-chief (Fig. 3.10).

Wirth who worked on urbanism defined a town as
“a relatively large, dense and permanent settlement of socially

L. This may be found to be

inappropriate in the case of the Asante towns, because the
Asante towns might be large sertlements, yet socially the

could only be ibed as The

that may be applicable is the idea that a town is a place of domi-
nance.2 The Asante towns were, Indeed, the centre of political
and religious leadership. Because of this they also became
centres of commercial activity. But it was only the capital i, e,
Kumase where thls hegemony was unchallenged by the other
centres,  The towns were the seats of political dominance
because the chiefs resided there, and they were religious centres

because of the religious role of the chiefs.

1. Quoted by Morris, R.N., Urban Sociology. (Lond. 1968), p. 16,
2. (a) Mumford, L., City Development Lond. 1946 7-18,
() Stoberg, G.. ‘The Pro-Tndosterat ((l!g ©.0p 0
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In his study of pre-industrial citics, Sjoberg !
discusses certain characteristics that may be identifiable in
those settlements the Asante called towns. For example, in
the Asante towns there were the existence of rudimentary
techmology based on human labour and the presence of a political
clite  such as the clders of the chief, This class also dominated

the religious aspects of the life of the soclety by

rving as the

living represcntatives of the ancestors, 2

Growth of Towns:

The Asantc towns like any other towns started as
villages, For any scttlcment to grow into a town it must have the
necessary conditions for growthS, For example, there should be
food surpluses from the countryside to support the urban population,
Thus Kwabere and Atwoma villages supplied large quantitics of
foodstuffs and meat to Kumase, (15, 27, 02). Meat also came
to Kumase from Ahafo and Northern Ofeso.(70, 35). According
to Dupuis, Dwaben and Bekwai obtained theic food supplies from
east of Lake Bosontwe?, But the Asante did not store up thelr
1. Sjoberg, G., op. cit. p. 39
2. The religious lifc of the Asantc was based on ancestral

worship,

3. Morrls, RN, op. cit, pp.16-17,
4. Dupuls, J., op. Tt p. XXXI
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food surplised: T he foodstits knowh i-Asante wexe the
perishablc type, except maize which became known around the
carly decades of the nineteenth century. As a result there were
chances of food shortages. With the possible cxception of food
surpluscs, it appears that the conditions of the growth of
Pre-Industrial towns as they existed in other parts of the world,
for cxample, Roman Europe, or Middle East were not present
in Asante, In the case of transportation for example there were
the "high roads”! which joincd all the principal towns, but these
were not effective since transportation depended on head porterage,
Again, water supply did not play a major role in the growth of
towns in Asante, because some centres devcloped as towns and
yet taced acute water problem during the dry season, as was
the case of Kumawu and Mampon,

These shortcomings did not make for the rapid growth
of the Asantc towns, It scems when the Asante talk about consi-
derable sizes of their old towns they do not mean that the old
sizes could be compared with contemporary town sizes such as
those of Kumase, Mampon and Bckwai, Kumasc which was the

largest of all the Asante towns was estimated to be about four
L. Ibid., XXIX
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miles in circumference 1 while Dwaben was said to be about
half of the size of Kumase 2, There is no record of the sizes
of other centres in Asante, but it is likely no other town was
larger than Dwaben and Kumase, When the Asante talk about
the proverbial “seventy-seven streets or quarters” of their
towns 3, they mcan thar the towns were large In relation to the
sizes of other settlements.

Before 1900 thesc centres could reasopably be placed
in stage two of Lampard's 4 schema for the process of urbani-
zation, for all the towns still possessed definite rural charac-
teristics.  This was true of even Kumase which was regarded

as the metropolis of Asante.

1. Bowdich, T.E., op. cit.,p.321.

2. Preeman, Rev. ,Journal of Various Visits to the Kingdom

i;-;ﬁ] Aku and Dahomey(Lond. %811
pISe e

3. Kumawu still remembers the names of all the streets.
Ref. Rartray, R.A., Ashanti Law and Constiturion, Chap, VIl

4. Lampard's divisions arc: 1) Primodial stage
2) Definitive stage
3) The Classic stage
4) The Industrial stage
Ref. Lampard, E, E., “Historical Aspect of Urbanization" in
Study of Urbanization pp, 528-542 Ed. by Hauscr, P, M, and
Schnore, L. F,
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The growth and decline of Asante towns coincided
with the growth and decline of Asante political power. For
example, Joseph Dupuis | saw Dwaben In the 1820s and
described it as a large town. The Rev., Freeman who visited
Dwaben in 1840, after the first Kumase-Dwaben civil war in
1835, wrute of the extensive nature of the town judging from the
extent of its ruin, "I should think, it must have been half as
large as Kumase"2. Ramscyer and Kuhne saw a rebuilt Dwaben
“with a fine wide street with white washed and two storied
houses". They asserted in no uncertain terms that Dwaben was
“better built and more imposing than Coomassie”. But by
1876 Dwaben had shrunk to an insignificant size as a result of
a civil war,

In the case of Kumase the town was started by the
present ruling dynasty of Asante some time during the second
half of the seventeenth century. Its position was strategic in
several respects. Already the arca was the converging point

of some important old trade routes with Tafo only three miles

1. Dupus, op. cit., p. 136
2. Frecman, Rev.,op.cit. p. 156,
3. Ramscyer and Kuhne, Four Years In Ashanti (Bonn 1874) p. 88,




- 97 -

away as an important rest stop for traders. Furthermore,
around Kumase were the Kwaman states of Kaase, Amakom,
Tafo and Suntreso, and with the early subjugation of these
forest ‘city states'Kumase, the seat of the conqueror, began
to grow.

Kumase happened to be ruled by a chief whose
ingenuity made him King over the Asante and his town as the
capital of the newly created Kingdom. There is no doubt that
after this period the town grew fairly rapidly. Bowdich who
visited Kumase during the end of the second decade of the nine-
teenth century claimed that the town was bullt upon the side of
a large rocky hill or iron stonc and was insulated by a marsh.
He mentioned that the town was beautiful and large, covering
an area of four miles in circumference without the suburbs of
Asafo and Bantama, ' Bach of the streets had a shade tree In
the middie. Bowdich, disagrecing with the Asante that the popu-
lation of the town was about 100,000, estimated that the average

population was not more than 15,000 or less than 12, 000,

1. Bowdich, op, cit., pp,321-324.
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At the time of Bowdich's visit, Kumase had reached
the peak of its glory and had all the qualities of an African
metropolis, and a political capital. It must be assumed that
from the time of Bowdich the town continued to expand, whilst
there was considerable improvement in the quality of the bulldings.

About three decades after Bowdich Governor William
Winniext (in October 1848) described the town of Kumase. He
agrecd that the town of Kumase was very different in its appear-
ance from any of the native towns that he had seen in this part
of West Africa, )

The 1848 picture which was by and large an improve-
ment upon that of 1817 continued to be improved, In 1868, for
example, an attempt was made by the Asantehene to build a
brick palace with the help of Fante builders who worked under
the supervision of Ramseyer and Kuhne, the two white
missionaries who lived in Asantc as prisoners, This was a
rare event because the Asante did not previously know the art

of building with bricks,

1. Adm.1/450 N.A.G. Accra - Governor W. Winnictt in
Despatch No, 72 of 15th November 1848,

2. Ramscyer and Kuhne, op, cit, p. 98,
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The fall of Kumase in 1874 was followed by many
years of civil war and uncertainty, and Kumase deteriorated,
Austin Freeman ! who was in Kumase in 1888 was shocked by the
sight of the town. At that time the houses were irregular with
interrupting bushes: the streets were dirty and ill~kept. He
wrote: "these houses once stood in wide and regular streets
but since the destruction of the city in 1874, the natives do not
seem to have heart to rebuild them."? Yet he remarked thar
the town had a few vestiges to show what it had been in its hey
days. "A few broad well kept streets still existed, fine houses,
the admirable construction careful artistic finish and excellent
repair. 3 PFreeman was so impressed by the little that
remained in this old city that he remarked: “Indeed amidst the
universal ruins and decay werc hints of departed prosperity and
evidences of a culture far more superior than that seen in the
littoral regions, "#

‘The damage described by Frecman was visible in 1891

when Hall visited Kumase. He described It as covering a very

L Freeman, R A,, Travels and Life in Ashantcc and Jaman
Westm. 1898) p. 109,

2, Ibd., p.108, L

3, Thid., p.110

4. T, p.110.
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Jarge arca and enclosed for the most part a clreular road
about two and a half miles long. "The ruins of earlicr
buildings were still standing but were hidden by the bush and
grass. They had been replaced by small huts, The King's
palace comprised a large block of bamboo and swish buildings
though the Tulns of the old stone buildings were still seen”, 1

At the time of annexation Kumasc was a poor town with little

hope of its resurrection.

These cxamples of Dwaben and Kumase arc clear case
studics of the rise and fall of the Asante towns. The main deter-
minant of the growth of the Asante town was the incentive created
by the Asante political system, With the risc to power of the
Kingdom of Asante many of the traditional centres quickly grew
into considerable townships. The court duties demanded the
presence of a large number of people, which led to the concen-
tration of people in the towns, Again, because of political
protection which the towns offered many people drifted to the
towns and reslded there permanently.  Since the force upholding
the growth of these towns was political, the break down of the

1. Hall to Governor, 3 April and 27, Quoted by William Tordoft;
Ashanti Under the Prempeh, 1888-1935, p. 3, iam Tordoft
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political structure would witness the fall of the towns. And this
was exactly what happened. Dwaben was the first town to fall,
and its fall was precipitated by internal power struggle within
Asante. Then followed the collapse of the Asante political
system and the sack of Kumase, Civil war flared up all over
the Kingdom and the once large towns with "scventy-seven

streets” dwindled to rather insignificant sizes,

Hierarchy and Spatial Distribution of Asante Town:
Not all the towns In Asante had the same political and
economic status; the towns could therefore be arranged

to the order of The Asantc

themselves recognized that all the towns were not on the same
level of importance; this is secn from the words Ahenkro and
Kro. The main criterion used in this case was politico-
religious dominance,

At the apex of the hierarchy of towns was the capital
of the Kingdom i, e, Kumase, because it held both political and
economic dominance in Asante and its influence extended over
all the other towns, It was the home of the Golden Stool which
was reputed to bold the spirit of the Asante nation. Kumase
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adopted all means to maintain its suzerainty over the other
towns in Asante.

The next order of towns consisted of those of the
paramount chiefs of the realm. Each town was a centre of
politico- religious dominance with its influence felt in the state
of which it was head. For ¢xample, the influence of Fomena
was felt in the Adanse State, while Kokofu was head of the State
of Kokofu, etc. The economic dominance of these centres was
minimal,

The last tier in the hicrarchy were the Kro of the
Asante, These were only minor focl politically, while econo-

mically they were This

‘was in conformity with the political system of the Asantc.
A look at the spatial distribution of towns (Fig. 3. 10)
reveals an ar At a point

which can easily be regarded as the centre was situated Kumase,
the capital. The state capitals were situated within a radius of
between twenty-five and thirty-five miles from Kumase, This
arrangement may not have been a deliberate one becausc the

towns were founded by individual chiefs (who were independent
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of each other) before the creation of the Asante nation. But once
these independent states came together in a confederation this
distribution came to acquire some significance in that all the towns were
within easy reach of Kumase.

The distribution of the state capitals were irregular,
Some of them were fairly closely placed together e.g. Mampon
and Nsuta (about 3 miles), Bekwai, Kokofu and Asumenya etc. But
a8 places of political dominance there was no competition among
them. Each town exercised jurisdiction over its own tribal area.
Economically too one did not sec much competition since these
towns were only minor foci. Economic competition only became
meaningful in the twentieth century. As is to be expected in a
constellar pattern the Nkro, the smaller towns, were closer to onc

another than the state capitals.

POPULATION
Population figures for Asante during the eightcenth and
nineteenth centurics can only be rough estimates. On the basis
of social and political history of the people, it appears the population
was relatively small. Bowdich was the first European visitor to
Asante during the sccond decade of the nineteenth
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century who cstimated the population of Asante, His estimates
can be of some help since he came at the time when the popula-
tion itsclf could be discribed as fairly stable. Bowdich based his
cstimates on the military strength of the Asante states:

Kumase (Coomassie) ... 60,000

Dwaben 35, 000
Mampon v.. 15,000
Nsuta (Soota) wee 15, 000
Kokofu oer 12, 000
Aduaben (Adiabin) .ee 12, 000
Efidwaase ves 10, 000
Denyase .en 8, 000
Kontanase ves 8,000
Amoafo eee 6, 000

Total 204, 000

Bowdich did not think that the figures were exaggerated;

he even asserted that they probably represented only a fifth of the

total 1, to Bowdich, the popula-
tion of Asante could have been about one million.  He further

1 it, pp.315-316, Normally when the Asante
soldiers included the following men-at-

ed by the vassal states: Nkoranza 10, 000,

Asscn 8,000, Takyiman 6,000, Denkyira 5,000, Wassa 7, 000,

Schwi 4,000 Akuapem, 1,000, Boroon 12,000,
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worked out a sex ratio and claimed that out of the total population

of one million, 362,000 were males and 638, 000 were females.

This sex ratio appears to be exaggerated, despite the fact that it

was the men who engaged in the numerous Asante wars since 1700,

On the whole the population at the beginning of the nine-

teenth century must have been larger than that of the eighteenth

century since wars werc more frequent in the carlier century.

Towards the end of the ninctcenth century in 1874, another writer

came out with an estimate of the population of Asante, also using

the number of soldiers each traditional area was able to contriburel:

Dwaben ves
Mampon
Nsuta
Efidwaasc eee
Kumase e
Kokofu
Bekwai
Adanse
Asumenya
Amoafo
Asanso v
Adankragya ...

2,000
2,000
2,000
1,000
1,000
2,000
2,000
3,000

100

L. Brackenbury, H., The
o]

hanti

A Narrative (Edin, 1874)

Vol g —
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The total number of soldiers was 64, 800. If this force was
about the fifth of the whole population then in 1874 Asante
contained about 324,000, Brackenbury himself was very
skeptical about the above figures. They are not being used
here because they are accurate but it is possible that the
population had begun to show a downward trend when these figures
are compared with those of Bowdich about half a century earlier.
This downward trend of the population was caused
mainly by the wars with the British, These wars were waged
intermittently from 1824 till 1900, and the most devastating of
these was the Dodowa War, in which the British routed the Asante
army. Inthe final Anglo-Asante military clash, popularly known
as the 'Yaa Asantewa War', Adanse, Atwoma Kwabcre, and
Ofeso fought the British, According to the Asante, their losses
in this war amounted to about a thousand men, The number
which the Asante lost during this war could be higher, for being
unhappy about their defeat they would not like to give the accurate
number of deaths,

L. Fuller, F.C., A Vanished Dynasty - Ashanti, (London 1921)

p.211.
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Again, there werc numerous civil wars, especially
during the second half of the nincteenth century, among the various
stools, When the unifying force of the Asante broke up, various
states attacked one another, The most notorious was the Kumase-
Dwaben of 1874-75, The cffect of this war on the population was
not in the number of people who died, but rather in the number of
the defeated allies from Dwaben and the surrounding settlements
who migrated cn masse to Akyem and founded the state of
New Dwaben. Some of the scttlements involved in this migration
were Dwaben, Efidwaase, Asokore, Oyoko, Scniagya, Akuakrom
and Ntunkumso. There were other settlements which were never
rebuilt. Of the rebuilt setticments the vestiges of the war are
still visible, cspecially if one compares them with their counter-
parts in the Eastern Region of Ghana, These few cxamples are
enough to show how the political situation in Asante helped in the

redistribution of the population, and checked its growth, A side
cffect of the wars and civil wa

s that affected population growth
was famine. In those hard times, farms were left uncared for,

and the result was widcspread famine,
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As well as war, discases also took their toll of the
population, Bowdich wrote that there were too many of them!,
This does not mean that the Asante were ignorant of the cure
of some diseases, The Asantc had evolved their own art of
caring for the sick, but many of the discases that are not so
dreadful today owing to the knowledge and application of medical
science were were endemic in those days. Influenza and small-
pox were reputed to be the most notorious diseases that took
fantastic tolls of the lives of the people (mere mention of such
Incurable diseases as leprosy and small-pox was tabou)Z.

Finally, a look at the distribution of population shows

that in the and there had

two major clusters of population, The first included the old

areas in Adanse and Amansie, Even though a great number of
people migrated northwards, Adanse and Amansic area remained
as a major population centre, The second cluster which embraced
the traditional centres such as Kumawu, Ofcso, Dwaben etc. was

on a radius of about twenty miles from Kumase (Fig. 3. 11).

L. Bowdich, T.E., op.cit., pp.337-379.

2 lcf"ylxrhwpmn" ed (ommmim any of these In the course of
c ion you had to say “Mekuta dua mu” roughl
’V.,m.uc'l:;tood » which means thft the bad omen sr:ugldyruhcr
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POPULATION CLUSTERS IN ASANTE ¢Ii800

> o =

Source: FIELD INTERVIEWS FIG. 3.1
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Outside this area the population was either sparse
or non-cxistent (Rig. 3.12). Areas such as the Afram plains,
northern Mampon, northern Ofeso, Ahafo Ano, eastern and
Western Adanse arcas fell within this group, It appears the
Asante did not see the need to spread to all these arcas, as

the land in the core area was able to supply all their nceds.
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CHAPTER FOUR

PRIVARY ECONOMIC AGTVIT{ES

The Asante cngaged in hunting, fishing, gathering,
farming and gold mining. The first three economic activities
pre-dated the last two, but the last two economic activities
contributed to make the society more stable. Except gold
mining, all the other economic activities mentioned were not
regarded as major economic concerns; as a result they did not
featurc in the delibcrations of the Asante Royal Court. Farming,
for cxample was regarded as work for women, so that all
attempts by early European visitors to convince the Asante to
grow kola ! and cotton? on plantation basis failed because
commercial cultivation did not intcrest the court. Fishing and
hunting were also left undeveloped. In the case of hunting, for
cxample, the only apparent improvement that came was the
introduction of the gun, but the hunters were not rich enough
to acquire the more sophisticated type such as the double

barrelled gun until the twentieth century, Fishing also

1. Bowdich, T.F., Mission From Capc Coast Castle to
X shantce, p. 336,
2. Huydecvoper's Diary, ;ournal of His Mission to Coomassic
P to Y, 1917.p. 66,
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remained as before, becausc it was plagued by too many taboos,
cspecially lake (Bosomtwe) fishing which would have become a
substantial cash earncr if the lake fishermen were prepared to
adopt the fishing methods from the coast. Gold mining on the
other hand, though a primary economic activity, was one of

the major sources of the wealth of Asante. It was thercfore
regarded as work for men and was carefully controlled by the
Asante royal court. Its operation affected other activities in
Asante. For example, in areas where gold mining was important
it dictated the siting of scttlements and the alignment of routes .
It took many able-bodied men away and thus helped farming to

be relegated to women.

Gathering

Throughout the cighteenth and nineteenth centurics,
gathering was an important economic activity, the major reason
being that it was the basis of the kola industry, the single crop
on which hinged the northern trade (sec above chapter six),
The nuts of the kola tree (Cola accuminata and C, nitida)
which grew profusely in some parts of Asante (Fig. 4.1) were
collected by women and children,
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The kola trees were owned by those individuals on
whose land the trees grew: thus there was not a single tree
without an owner. Yet people were allowed to collect the nuts
which had fallen from the trees. Only the owners of the trees
had the right to pick the nuts from the trees. Bowdich urged
the Asante to cultivate the kola mut tree ! but the Asante did
not see the need to cultivate it since, according to them, it
wrew spontancously in the forest.

Apart from the gathering of kola, the Asante also
collected food items including fruits, snails and mushrooms.
The most important vegetable items collected were the Akam
(Discorca bulbifera), 8 subtcrranean tuber, single and round
or oblong, and several specics of wild yam (Discorea
prachensilis). They also collected products of the palm tree
(Elaeis guinecnsis) which like the kola tree grew wild in the
forest. It produced nuts which served as the main source of
cooking oil. At the same time the oil from the kernel was
used for making soup, pomade and cooking. The same palm

tree was also tapped for a local drink, palm wine, which

1. Bowdich, T.E., op. cit. p.336
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1
several carly writers described as delicious,

MHuetog

The cultural history of the Akan seems to support the
hypothesis that the Asante wore once mainly hunters, Bowdich
appears to support this view 2, At least, this is truc of the
older clans whose totems were animals, including the dog which
was probably first domesticated to assist in the chasc, The
legendary leaders of the Fante, Obrumankoma, Odapagyan and
Lison, were reported to be hunters. The carly Asante leaders
such as Obiri Yeboah of Kwaman, Adu Gyamfi of Wonoo, and all
the other early great leaders also knew the art of hunting (09, 100).
Hunters were mostly responsible for finding suitable places for

the founding of many setlements, 3 Furthermore, they were

L. Hutton, W., Voyage to Ashantee (Londonl21) p. 158,

(b) Bosman, W., A New Dcscription of the Guinea Coast

2. Bowdich, T.E. op. cit. p.230

3. This was, because of their knowledge about the physical
conditions of the districts where they made their chase.
Reference: Danquah, ].B., Nana Agyeman liwehwepassim).
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reputed to be responsible for the discoverics of useful cdible
foodstuffs, Hunters used dogs to experiment on the suitability

of any new foodstuffs, ! and it was by this simple mcthod that
the hunzers helped to widen the knowledge about edible foods in
the society. Furthermorc, hunters were better equipped
militarily and therefore were very powerful in the society.
Nevertheless, traditionally they were controlled by the chiefs.

In the first place, hunters had to acknowledge the ownership of
the land on which they made their chasc, They were also obliged
to scnd the thigh of any big game killed to the chief. In the case
of Asomofuo, clephant-hunters, they had to send the tusks, the
tail and the ears to the Asasewura (litcrally the owner of the land),
In such a casc If the Asascwura is dircctly under the Asantchene
or any of the Amanhene then the tusks would go to the latter,

1f a umter failed to acknowledge this custom, he was regarded
as a rebel and dealt with accordingly, Finally, like any other
citizen, the hunter had to perform his official court duties as

demanded by tradition (03, 02).
T The tradition of the discovery of the plantain - 5eC

Boaten, K. An Historical Geoy of Kwabere. An
unpublished By A, dissertation, raphy, Legon,
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Hunters often had their prescribed territories in which

they made their chase, and these boundaries were within the

1 state . Within their p d terri-

torics, hunters teamed up and founded hunting camps (nnanso)

where they lived with their attendants, (ayawfuo), during hunting
expeditions,

Before firearms became widespread, the hunters
might have used clubs, spears and arrows in hunting. But
hunting became more remunerative with the widespread use of
muskuts because they could now kill many big animals, inclu-
ding the clephant, the lion and the tiger.

The adept hunters knew the characteristics of all the
big game. It needed special techniques to encounter and kill
some of these big game (which were reported to have spirits -
5asa), and to learn these techniques an apprentice hunter would
have to remain in this “school”, under the tutorship of a master
tunger, preferably Asomofuo (i, ¢. elephant hunter), for

several years, !

L. (a) Efa, Edwin: Aslemire, Accra 1950) passim
() Asarc Opoku, K., : “Asommanatu” in Odawu.
Vol.4, 1971, pp. 14°T6.
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It must be noted that some scttlements in Asante
were regarded as traditional hunting settlements, c.g. Abofuo
and Akomadan in Ofeso (Ofinso) (36), Drobonso and Sumiso in
Sekyere. Also the defeat of Schwi gave the Asante the whole
territory up to River Bia, known as Ahafo, which became the
game prescrve of the Asante NFig. 4.2) (44, 45, 46).

In addition to professional hunting was the group
hunting (atwee) which was practised throughout Asante.

Group hunting expeditions took place during the dry scason,
Duc to the dryness of the forest at this time, it was fairly easy
for the people to walk freely in the bush, Group hunting had
to be well organized to avoid accidents (tubonc). Often there
were two main groups, the gunners who shot at the game, and
the unarmed who scouted the vegetation to spring the game,
During such an expedition, the people would decide to hunt in

a particular bush. The arca was then surrounded one half by
the gunners and the other half by the bush beatcrs.

Hunting had one general cffect on the Asante political
systum, in that it served as a training ground for the Asante

warriors. The Asante were known not to possess a standing

L. Fuller, F,C., A Vanished Dynasty: Ashantl (London 1921)
PP.26-27.
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army, and there was no formal training in gun warfare: it
was therefore in such hunting cxpeditions that they acquired
the art of accurate aiming and shooting.

T rapping went with hunting, The hunters also made
powerful traps for the big animals, Trapping was a widespread
activity and was not limited to hunters, Non-hunters could sct
their traps, but these went in for traps intended for small
animals owing to the dangers involved in sctting traps intended

for the big game.

Fishing
Large scale river fishing did not develop in Asante
in spite of the presence of big rivers such as Tano, Bosom Pra
and Ofc. In the casc of Tano and Pra, it was taboo to fish in
them because they were regarded as gods, | Throughout this
period this ban was doggedly adhered to.  There was also

small stream fishing known as ahwee, Rish traps were also

used, Both men and women engaged in fishing but on the whole
it was principally considered to be work for men. The Impres-
sion created so far could be that all small streams. could be
1. or example, Tano river was regar as the chi tl

80ds in Asaute and the fishes in them were the daughters
of the gods and, therefore, not caten,
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exploited for their fish, but this was not so in Asante; rather,
<ome streams were regarded as sacred or as gods; therefore
the fish in them were not eaten. Nevertheless, the number of
such streams was small, but each locality had one or two of

such sacred streams,

Lake Fishing:
Instead of the dugout canoes used at the coast, the

lake fishermen used a log of wood with a side roughly hewn,
which they called padua. This was made of very light wood
called Odwuma fufuo (Musanga smithii) and it measured six
feet to ten feet long and about a foot wide and between six to
cight inches thick. They could lash two or more of the mpadua
together to form mpata or raft \*

The appliances used for fishing were as simple as
the mpadua, They included various fish traps and ncts, such
as Nuakwa Mpapare, Kotoku, Kotoku Kese and Bagye (Fig. 4. 3).
There was yet another way of fishing in the lakc which was even
more primitive. The mcthod was called Abontuo, * A fisher-
man dived under the water for about thirty seconds and came

up holding a fish between his teeth to leave the hands free for
L. Rartray,R.S., Ashanti (O.U.P, reprinted 1969) p. 62.




LAKE FISHING IMPLEMENTS

Mpapors Kotokuo

Ntokwa (A Fisn Basker)
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At the beginning of the history of the Kingdom of
Asante the art of farming was known, but cultivation was on
small scale. Three factors were responsible for this. In the
first place, the Asante were armed with only crude implements,
therefore the gigantic trees and the thick vegctation defied their
technology. Secondly, the Asante regarded some of the big
trees as the abode of gods and therefore were not to be felled.
Lastly and most important was the fact that arcas which were
farther away from settlements were left undisturbed. On his
way to Kumase in 1816 Huydecoper noted that farms were more

1, because litle villages

numerous around the larger settiem

these large s the land in order

to supply the towns with foodstuffs 2.

During this period farming was practised on a purely
subsistence level, and the food produced from the farms was on
a very limited scale, as a result of scveral inhibiting factors,

the most important being the relatively small population,

L. Huydecoper's Diary op.cit, pp. 14-15

2. Dickson, K.B., "The Agricultural Landscape of Southern Ghana
and Ashanti/Brong Ahafo, 1500-1850" Bulletin of Ghana

Goographical Assselation Vol 9 No1 January, 19%4.
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Secondly, the people could obrain food from other sources such

as gathering. Thirdly, at that time, food production was the
concern of only the women because men were rather intcrested

in activities such as trading and mining, and these were the very
cconomic activities which received state patronage. Often farming
was interrupted when there was unrest in the state or ‘when the
Asante were on a punitive campaign outside their own territory.
During such hard times wild foodstuffs and fruits featured
prominently in the diet of the people.

Perhaps farming in Asantc remained on a subsistence
level because the court did not care for commercial agriculture,
It scems the Asante did not know the importance of commercial
farming. PFor example, all aremprs to Induce them to cultivate
corton on commerctal basis failed,! On this score one could
not describe the Asante as agricultural people (as today).
(onscquently, farm sizes were small; they were mere patches of
Cultivated ground, The average size of a farm might have been
less than an acre; however this depended on the size of the family

and its ability to work. Furthermorc, the farms in Asante did not

L. Sce Footnote 2 at page §20f this Chapter,
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develop any significant or clear cut shapcs such'as the strips of
the huza among the Krobo of Eastern Ghana L (Rig.4.4). The
shapes of the farms have been trregular patches of culrivated

grounds i poradi over the arcas (Fig. 4. 5).

This development was probably due to the nature of land-holding
among the people which lacked the rigid control seen among the
Krobo. Any member of the landowning group was allowed to
cultivate any place within the group's land, each according to

his capabilitics.

The farms in Asante were characterised by a system of
mixed cropping. In 1702; the Asante definitely knew and cultivated
the yam, cocoyam, the plantain and banana; these crops, espe-
cially the yam and plantain, dominated the farms. It seems
undeniable that yam was the first cultivated crop among thesc
people? (27, 28, 03). This conclusion derives from the

importance of the religious ceremonies attached to the cultivation

L Benneh, G. “The Role of Agricultural Geography in the
Economic Development of Ghana”

Bulletin of Ghana Geographical Association,
o] , 1967, p.62,
2. Posnansky, M., "Yams and the Origins of West African

Agriculture” in ODU: A Journal of West African
Studies No.1 April, 3
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ofthe yam are indigcnous to West

of the crop. ! Several spe
Atrica (Fig. 4.6) e, g nkamfuo, (Discorea dumerorum) and pona
(D. rotundaza) 2. Several species of the old cocoyam, (Colocasia
spp) were also cultivated and eaten by the Asance (26, 28).

Brobe (C. antiquorum)’was also cultivated bt it was not very

promincnt in the farms, It was only cultivated along the banks of
streams and, like water vam, did not feature promincntly in the
diet. &

Plantain, Musa sp. (AAB) which was known before 1702
was first cultivated afeer the yam. Its Asante name boa-ode,>
i.e. "supplement to yam", shows that the yam was the first to be
cultivated and eaten, After the yam, plantain was the next domi-
nant crop on the farms during this period, Ancther member of
the Musa family which was cultivated was Asante Kwadu, (Musa ABB).
This type of Banana was as widespread as plantain, yet its use was

only sccondary to plantain, Finally, there was the efre (Cucubira

1. Coursey, D.G,, "The Cultivation and Ukc of Yams in West
Africa” (The Yam Festival) in Ghana Notes and Qucries Vol, 9-1966,
2. Dalziel, J.M., The Uscful Plants of West Africa (London 1937)
T pp.4%0-492.
3. lbid. p.491.
4. I was believed that when a man ate it he lost his masculinity,
5. C.]. Taylor's assertion that 1t was introduced by the Portuguese is

very doubtful. Ref. Szm.%% and Silviculture in Ghana.
Ite name boa-ode or bro- ocs not mean the whiteman's yam,
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of the grain might have reached Adante in the eighteenth
century, There is no evidence to show where it was first
cultivated, But when the Asante had learnt its usefulness as
military ration in 1806 | its cultivation became widespread and
attracted the attention of Bowdich, 2 Unfortunately the crop did
ot feature as normal food in the diet of Asantc; it was only used
during funerals, and also when on active campaigns (it was fried
nkycwie or made into powder, kyekyire).

The last two crops whose introduction had a lasting
effect were cassava (Manihot utilissima), and the new cocoyam,
(Xanthosomia_segettiforlium). Both crops came In during the
second half of the nineteenth century. The new cocoyam was first
introduced into Ghana by the Basel Missionaries from the West
lmu-s‘, and was first cultivated and used at Akropon-Akuapem.
In Asante cocoyam is called Kukurantumi (which is a town in
Eastern Region near Koforidua- New Dwaben), It Is very likely
that those Dwaben who rcturned from Akyem (in Eastcrn Region)
introduced this new foodcrop in Asante in 1880s, It was first

Dickson, K.B. , “The Agricultural Landscape of Southern Ghana
and Ashanti /Brong Ahafo" op. cit. p. 27.
Bowdich, T.E., op.cit. p.338

jol B.F. . PP.
{mm 9p. cit, pp.25-26,
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cultivared in Dwaben traditional area, VIt was from Dwaben arca
that it spread to Sekycre, Kwabere, Atwoma and Amansie in 189%0s,
The crop's quick risc to prominence both as a crop and in the diet
of the people was due to its palatability.

Cassava also came from the coast, possibly through
the Dwaben who were near Accra where the crop was very
important (01, 98). It was introduced to the environs of Dwaben
and Efidwaase about the same time as cocoyam. Unlike cocoyam
which spread rapidly throughout Asante, cassava's diffusion was
rather slow, This was because it could not competc with the yam,
plantains and cocoyam. it was in Kwabere where it was accepted
not as a staple but as cash crop for the allen population in Kumase,
especially the coastal peoples such as the Fante, the Ga and the
Ewe. Indeed cassava's eventual spread throughout the core area
of Asante (and its rolc in the diet of the Asante) is only recent when
poor soils made the cultivation of yams and cocoyams dificult.
Cassava is a crop which does well even in poor soils, That is why
it is in Kwabere where (due to long hillage of the soil) cassava
cultivation is well cstablishod, '

Yet another crop which the Asante knew, but which

Bowdich and others did not mention as a foodcrop in Asante is rice,
G
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The foodcrop held a rather unique position in Asante. According
to the tradition of Tano Cult ! rice was used to fced the deiry when
yam was scarce (the period berween April and June) (25, 101).
Again during the same lcan yam period the paramount chiefs in
Asante, when washing their soul (i, e. wodware won kraa), used
rice in place of yam2 (25, 101). This idea was acquired from the
Brong, where the Tano Cult originated. The Brong knew and
cultivated rice along the Tain and Tano rivers. Since the Asante
only needed small quantitics of rice for the rituals mentioned
above, they did not care to cultivate it, becausec they obtained
their supplies first from Brong area and later probably from Wassa
and Nzima areas (25, 101). Its presence in Asante today 1s only

a century It ts in Asante-

Akyem around Dwaso and Obogu areas and also in Western Asante
where there are large rivers with considerable marshes. In the
environs of Kumase its cultivation is unknown perhaps becausc of
lack of extensive marshes,

Orher food items that were known and cultivated in the

ninctecnth century were sugar caned, fruit trees, legumes and
. is the chicf traditional T U sante, wi

original shrinc is at Tano Boasc (in Brong traditional area)

near Takyiman,

2. Rice is not a staple in Asantc even today.

3. Bowdich,T.E., op, cit., p.324.
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vegetables. One does not know exactly when the Asante acquired

such cultivated fruits as pineapple (Ananas comosa), lemon

(Citrus limon), which was frequently used as native medicine,

and oranges (Citrus sinensi, and Citrus aurantium), Oral

tradition recouncs that by 1800 these fruits were known (05, 11, 98).

The Basel Missionaries were reputed to have been responsible

for the introduction of mango (Mangifera indica), and the avocado

pear (Persea americana). These might have reached Asante during

the sceond half of the nineteenth century through Asante traders,

soldicrs, and the Dwaben who lived in the Eastern Region (65, 67, 102).
The Asante knew and cultivated groundnut (Arachies

hypogea). In Asante its home has been in the northern fringes

arvund Adwera., When the Mampon people spread northwards

after 1702 they saw the original inhabitants of Adwera cultivating

groundnuts on a large scale (90, 91), In the same transigional

zonc (between the forcst of the South and the savanna of the northy

legumes such as the bambara (Voandzeia sulxerranea ) and

cowpea (Mulla) were cultivated before the Asante

occupied it in the carly decades of the eighteenth century (91, 90, 98).
In the forcst areas the Asante cultivated vegetables

like okro (Hibiscus csculentus). This crop was mentioned by
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Bowdich, | Egg plant (Solanum esculentum) and tomato
(Nnenkyemono) were also cultivated by the time of Bowdich,
These crops were normally cultivated in back yezd gardens near
settlements. (03, 27, 98).

They also cultivated spices such as ginger (Zingiber
officinale), the malaguertla pepper (Piper nigrum and P, guincense),
and pepper (Capsicum  spp. ) (03,27, 40). These spices were
normally cultivated on food farms except the malaguetta, which
was raised separately. Ginger was cultivated on a large scale in
Atwoma around Nkawic and Toase> (40), Malaguetta was also
cultivated in Kwaberc around Safo and Asonomaso (27, 24). Both
crops (ntured into commerce. Pepper which was used in the diet
of the people as a spice was ubiguitous in Asante.

The food crops which were the principal elements in the
farms were raised under the bush fallow system of farming. It is
likely that this system developed from the shifeing cultivation, but
in 1700 this old system of farming, i.e. shifting cultivation was

already a thing of the past. The main characteristics of the bush

1. Bowdich, T.E., 9p. cit, p.325

2. Today ginger is produccd on commercial scale in and around
Nkawic-Toase arca,
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fallow system were, firstly, that a single farm contained various
Kinds of crops with different harvesting periods, and secondly,
this system was 8 means whereby the land was allowed to rest

in order to recuperate its lost fertility.

The Asante farmers had a clear idea of the climate
throughout the year and they tried to apportion their activities
within the framework of the climatic conditions. The farmers
knew that climatically the year was divided into four seasons:
December to March - the dry season, which they called ope bere
or the harmartan season; April-July - the big rainy season
called Bampon Suo (the fatlure of Bampon Suo was always fatal
to the farmers); August-mid-Scptember, a short dry period
(Otupe bere) and mid-September to early November - the minor
rains which they called Kyikirikyi Suo. Furthermore, some of

the scasons were with some

dg
c.g. the dry season - Ope bere, was associated with the shedding
of the lcaves of Akonkodic tree (Ceiba pentandra). Again the
arrival of Akobonso, a type of butterfly, indicated that the planting
scason had ended. ! (03, 27, 28, 98).

1. This was their conception of the seasons., Today the traditional
Asante farmer still counts the scasons in the same way.
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The farmers believed that the Créatd¥ was' résponsible
for giving rains and thercfore prayed through the gods for rain.

A little variation in the season could mean that someone in the
community had infringed some of the traditional taboos. This
called for propitiation of the gods. This belief was so strong that
farming activities were full of such customs of appeasing the gods,
e.g. the gods had to eat of the new crop, especially majze and
yams before the community did.

To make a farm a farmer selected a piece of 'grown up’
forest an the basis of indicator plants such as Odwuma, the silk
cotton tree. The selected patch was then weeded after a short
ceremony. Some of the trees were then felled to allow in sunshine
(Onyame anhunu afuo mu a enye yle, literally, the farmer believed
that without sunshine from God the farm would not be successful),
Then late January when the rains were about to commence, the
farmer burnt the cut bush, and the final preparation of the patch
started. The patch was then cleared of all weeded stuff. This
work was done up to the middle or end of March when the rains
had started.  March-April, the beginning of the rainy season, then

coincided with the planting of maize, yam, plantain, and other
vegetables. Planting continued throughout April until May.
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In June when the Akbbonso, 4 kind of burterily, drrived in'large
numbers, the Asante farmer then knew that there should be no
more planting of yam. The planting scason had passed.

Harvesting started in late June with young maize. The
farmer would leave some to dry in the farm during the short dry
period in August-September, This short dry period was utilised
10 preparc small patches for Apese buro, the quick growing corn.
With the commencement of the rains in September, the second
maize was planted, and this took only two months to mature for
harvesting in late October and early November. By the first half
of December, the yam would have matured, so that harvesting
continued unti! late January,

The harvesting of cassava and cocoyam was delayed
for a year while plantain normally took onc to one-and-a-half
years to mature, Such a farm would continue to produce food for
subsistence for a couple of ycars until after three to four years
when it would be left to fallow. During the first few years of the
fallow the farm's yield of plantain would continue to feed the farmer,

The Asante farmer uscd very simple tools, The two

prominent tools were the cutlass, adre and the hoe, aso,
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They also had an axc |, which was used in (felling) the small trees.
These locally made tools were not powerful farming implements,
and their use was, therefore, tedious. Such poor tools contri~
buted to the preponderance of small farms,

The relatively weak position of farming as an economic
activity could also be attributed to the kind of labour employed.
The unit of labour was the houschold, gemerally excluding the men.
Principally, therefore, the tilling of the land was the concern of
the women assisted by their children, The men only came in
during the early stages of farmrmaking, especially during the
preparation of the land, and sons-in-law werc obliged to work on
the farms of the parents-in-law especially during the season when
new farms were cleared. The son-in-law usually performed
this obligatory duty with the help of friends on the nnoboa or
co-operative basis. When an in-law became a father he was
then released from this duty. This source of labour was said to

have been important in the nineteenth century (11, 26, 58).

1. Hurton, W., Voyage to Ashantce (London 1821), P. 205,
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Gold is known to exist mainly in the Birimian rocks
which cover many places in Asante, But the anclent gold mining
did not take place in unweathered rocks, since the people’s
technology was inadequate for mining in that material. Never-
theless, the Asante won their gold from two of the three geological
formations all of which were closely related to the Birimian, These
were the alluvium from beds of rivers flowing on the Birimian c. g.
the Ofe (Ofin) and its tributaries, and alluvial deposits, some-
times covered by a lateritic crust, occurring on the gentle slopes
of old valleys of rivers flowing in Birimian terrain, The important

2

mines were found in Kunsu-Wioso, Manso !, Asanse? and

Odumase-Konongo-Obenimase areas in Asante Akyem (65, 66, 68).
Gold was also collected from bed of rivers and from gutters after
heavy rains 3. The collection of gold from river beds, which
went on throughout the year, was not so difficult but it was

gold digging which yiclded better and more gold!

ch Recor 7 LTI, g P. 37, Richest mines
m;mn of the 18ch Century Furley collection, Balme Library,
Ward, W.E.F. A History of Ghana (London 1958) p. 396,
(@) Letter From cter Nuijts at Elmina to Ass,X WIC,
& &Tnemwnn Apr!.l‘,l 24, 1706,

man, W. op. cit. p,
4. Ibid, p.71 L

S
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The miners sank shafts into the ancient alluvium. Pieces of
rock were then broken off the reef and hoisted to the surface,
The pieces of rock were then carried to the miners' houses
where they are pounded to fine powder in 2 wooden mortar, The
stuff was then washed, hammered once more and washed again.
Generally a brass pan containing about 121bs of this powdered
stuff would yield between S/- and 6/- worth of gold dust. This
method of mining and extracting gold, as described by G. E.
Perguson, is confirmed by many authoritics® (01, 94).

Gold mining was a well organized activity, People
went in companies to dig for gold. In the cightcenth and ninetecnth
centurics, the greater part of the underground mining was done
by slaves, especially those war captives from Gongya and elsc-
where in the north (01, 29, 94). The mincrs who travelled outside
their traditional homes to other stool lands had to scck permission
from the chief who owned that land. The two parties entered into
an agreement, that the miner would surrender all gold nuggets
found and pay a tribute of about half of the gold won to the stool

(01, 29). This means that mining was heavily taxed,

SXE cit. p. 530,

L.
o) Sec 38 pogtITE "
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Again gold mining was controlled by the state.
In the first place the Asantc regarded the sub-soil as belonging
to the King, This is supported by an Akan proverb: Brode asc
ye ohene dea i.e. the soil under the roots of plantain belongs
to the King, the Asantchene, ! For this reason all treasures
found in the sub-soil belonged to the King (01). This then
seemed to be the source of state control of gold mining during
this period. The King of Asante taxed all the chiefs whose stool
lands yielded gold. Secondly, all gold nuggets won during mining
operations went eventually to the King. Thirdly, the court ftself
organized mining expeditions using slaves under the Sanaahene (the
keeper of the King's trcasure) to seek for gold especially in Manso
and Kunsu-Wiaso mining fields, The court's control of gold mining
was not only limited to the gold fields in the vassal states such as
Akyem, Denkyira, Aowin, Wasa and Twifo where Asante court
officials were stationed to collect taxes (01).

Gold mining had some effects on cultural elements,
such as routes, settlements and goldsmithing while it might have

affected adversely farming and other primary economic activities,

1. The pnwcrb Wwas translated by “Krakye" Denteh of The
Centre, Legon. Personal intervicw.,
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In the case of the routcs, some gold fields attracted some major
trade routes, e.g. the Begho route to the coast passed through
Adanse goldfields, | The castern routc i..c. the Kwamu route
also passed through the Asante Akyem gold fields.

Some old gold mining centres such as Tutuka (now a
suburb of Obuase) Manso-Nkwanta, Kunsu-Wioso and Odumase/
Konongo did develop into permanent settiements.  Out of these
old mining centres Obuase and Konongo /Odumase attracted the
European gold miners and have developed into modern centres
of economic dominance. Gold mining's adverse effect on farming
was like that of trading; it led to the relegation of farming to the
background, which thus became the work for women, In mining
arcas, it was said that foodstuffs were not as plentiful as in non-
mining areas, because there the scrvices of the women were
required during the washing and panning st.gcs (94, 66, 68).

In the mining areas of Konongo-Odumase for example, food w.<
obained from Dwaso and Patriensa areas (33, 66) while Fomena
and Akrokycre were the matn sources of food supply for the
Obuase gold fields,

l. Dickson, K.B. A Historical Geography of Ghana,p, 89,
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CHAPTER''FIVE
CRAFTS

One major index of the culturc of a people is their
craft industry, Craftsmanship develops when a society has
passed through a purely hunting /gathering economic stage and
has entered a stage of scdentary agricultural life with possible
food surpluses for non-agricultural minority of the society,
possibly craftsmen. At such a stage, the society appreciates
leisurc, a state in which the creative mind is able to fashion new
things from conceived ideas,

The section of the Akan who later became known as
Asante passed through this statc long before they migrated from
Adanse. While in Adanse, they knew pottcry, wood carving and
blacksmithing. ! No doubx, the origins of these crafts go back
into the dim past abour which our knowledge is only fragmentary,
and our oral tradition does not scem to remember.

In 1702, when the Asante kingdom was in its infancy,
the following crafts were known: pottcry, wood carving, metal
L. Agyeman-Dua, J., Antoa Stool History LA.S. Acc.No.AS. 10

Ampatame SooT oy 1.5
cc.No, AS, 144

Asonomaso Stool History 1. A.S.
cc. No. AS, 155

Gyamfi-Wonoo Stool History 1.A.S,
Acc.No. AS.171,
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working invoiving! ifh, gold silver arl brass; cind weaying. !
But there seemed to have been tremendous improvement in the
designs during the cighteenth and the first half of the nineteeath
centurics. This was especially so in weaving, carving and gold-
smithing. Whenever possible Asante craftsmen copied from their
neighbours mainly from the nonh,z but also fashioned new things
in their own way. (23, 18, 61, 95).

In Asante the various crafts were patronised and given
royal recognition e.g. the wood~carvers, goldsmiths and potters
of Denkyira, the clothwcavers of Gongya and Gyaman and brass
smiths of Takyiman were encouraged by the Asante royal court.
To understand the development of the Asante art two main factors
must be considered: the interest of the Asante court in art and
Asantc's position in rclation to other states. As Asante expanded
its political control over the surrounding kingdoms, the already
established craftsmen were captured and resettled in Asante to

continue their craftsmanship, this time for the Asante Royal Court.

L. (a) Bowdich, T.K., Mission From Cape Coast Castle to Ashantee,

p. 319,
(b) Reindorf, Rev. C.C., The History of the Gold Coast and
and Ashantl, Second Edition (Basel I1889), p. 30.

2. Rattray, R.S., Religion and Art in Ashanti (O.U. P. 1927) p. 310,
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The arrival of the craftétiien in Asant 1ed t the founding of
some craft centres not very far from Kumase (Fig. 5.1); wood
carvers were scttled at Ahwiaa (5 miles) goldsmiths in Kumase

itself, brom: -smiths at Ki (6 miles) potters

at Tafo (3miles) and Pankrono (4 miles), and Adinkra cloth-
makers at Asokwa (3 miles).

The Asante crafts were not known to have featured in
the external trade of the Asante. The crafts were only important
in the Internal markets, where thewe did not appear to be any
competition between them and the northern goods. Nevertheless,
there appeared to have been competition between the European
manufactured goods and the Asante crafts, but this was a later
development, Thus, despite the influx of goods from the north
and the coast, the Asante craftsmen maintained their own until
the Colonial era.

All the crafts mentioned, cxcept portery, were
practised by full time In addition the had

to perform their court dutics, Some of the crafts aided other
economic activities c.g. blacksmithing supplicd farm and
gold mining tools,
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In Asantc itsclf, all the big settlements had their
own smithies where new tools were manufactured and old ones
were mended; this was because of the need for farm implements
the demands for which were great at centres with high population
concentration. Newerthcless the chief iron working centre was
F\lmeﬂull, where resided the famous blacksmiths from Sehwi
and Denkyira (18, 02). The site of Fumesua as centre for

cannot be i in terms of of

raw material; it was chosen simply for its proximity to Kumase,
Fumesua also came to serve the areas of Kwaberce and Atwoma.
Other important centres for iron working were Mampon (where

the name of one of the quarters Tunsuom i.e. smithy, s
reminiscent of this craft) Kumawu, Asaman and Atobiase (Fig. 5. 1)
(92, 05, 22), Thesc settlements specialized in this craft because
their early inhabitants from Adanse knew this craft,

were in the society
because of the significance attached to this craft and because of

the role of their artefacts in the day to day life of the people.

1. Fumcsua was known as Atomfo-kro which literally means

Town of Bl It was most
centre in Asante,
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The blacksmiths manufactared tools such as cutlass, used in

1
farming, as well as sword and spear which were war implements.

Bronze and Brass Castiny

The Asantc knew the art of casting in brass and bronzc.
From these they manufactured the Kuduo? caskets and gold
weights or abramuo® respectively.

The Kuduo caskcts were used as containers for gold
dust and other precious omaments. (93, 01). The Asantc gold
weights arc belleved to be the best known of Ghana's artefacts.*

In Asante the gold weights were cast into all sorts of shapes and

forms which depicted their socio-economic life (Fig. 5,2)°

1. Kyercmaten, A.A.Y., Panoply of Ghana (London 1964), The
spear is now hardly found among the regalia of any of the
rulers of the Akan as a military weapon, The Asante called
the levy raised when preparing for war as apeatuo i, e,

The spear toll. The spear, however, is preserved in the
cult of Tano, a traditional Asante deity, a fair indication
that the Asante knew the spear and manufactured it. Later
it was replaced by the gun,

2. Rartray, R.S. Religion and Art in Ashanti, p.312

3. Bowdich, T.E., op. cit. p. 312,

4. Kycrematen, A.A.Y., op. cit. p. 29

3. It scem to be an undeniable fact that these artefacts could be

used as a source-material for the study of the Asante
traditional life.
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The method of production of the gold weights and the
Kuduo casket ls fully documented by Rattray. 1 The spatial
distribution of this craft was very simple because it was only
limited to Kentenkrono near Kumase. This was where the
Denkyira craftsmen were settled to practise their craft. The
craft did not spread probably because the demand was not very

great as it was in the case of weaving.

Gold and Silver Smithing:

Gold was important not only because it entcred into the
external trade or because it was regarded as a medium of
exchange by the Asante, but because it was used for the manu-
facture of many kinds of ornaments such as rings, bracelets,
breast plate ctc, Goldsmithing has a long history and by 1702
thie.craft bl developito e faicly bigh standard, 294, Tl ds
evidenced by the craftsmanship of the Golden Stool of Asante,
The craft in Asante further developed with the arrival of

Denkyirahene's goldsmiths, and lastly the arrival of goldsmiths

L. Ratray, R.S,, Religion and Art in Ashanti,Chapter XXVHI
2. Agyeman-Dua, ]., Stool History of the Chicf Gold Smith
[AS Acc. No.AS.T3.
1dem Adanse Paramount Stool History, 1.A.S.
— Acc, ﬁo. AS, 89,
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from Takyiman in 17306’ (01, 94). These renowned crattsmen
came to Asante with new ideas and designs and conscquently
contributed to the development of the craft. Many of the state
symbols such as swords, linguist's sticks, ctc. were plated with
gold during the reign of Opoku wWareZ. (01,02,94). The royal
goldsmiths also had a singular privilege of casting the heads of
defeated vassal chiefs in gold (01, 02).

Apart from these royal goldsmiths there were others who
manufactured rather restricted articles for the ordinary people.
This means that not all gold ornaments could either be manu-
factured or used by the public, especially thosc designed for the
chiefs and elders, The main centre of goldsmithing was Kumase;
the other minor centres were Mampon, Dwaben, Nsuta, Bekwai,
Fomena etc. (Fig. S.1) which were traditional capitals. This
distribution reflects the association of the craft with royal
houses. latcr, lesser chiefs sent their sons and nephews to

learn the craft so that invariably it was chieftaincy which guided

L. (a) Meyemuz, E. ,"A note on the Early History of the ]Il‘ﬂ‘ll
nmacnnn- of the Gold Coast of Te

Huwnml Socf Vol. L Part IV 1955, pp. 141~ 143.
(b) Nketi uneral Dl es D( the Akan People

2, Meyerowitz Lva., Am‘rndlﬂm
MR Al oo Gogin 50n .




the spread of goldsmithing.

In the cightcenth and nineteenth centuries goldsmichs
formed an honoured class'. This was so because thelr craft
was regarded as the chief of crafts, while at the same time they
handled the most precious metal, The goldsmiths formed a
guild and any onc of them had the singular privilege of calling
a fellow goldsmith's wife 'my wife'. - ‘They were also allowed
to wear certain gold ornaments, which werc otherwise rigorously
restricted to kings and paramount chicfs. But they were not free
to manufacture any kind of ornaments for the public. Only royal
goldsmiths were allowed to work such ornaments as were used
by the Asantehene and the paramount chiefs,

Certain familics retained the art of goldsmithing, If
a son did not follow the father's trade, then the nephew was.
compelled to do so. On the other hand if a son followed his

father's trade he had the exclusive right to inherit his father's

ights and all his k to the I of any
member of his father's clan. Nevertheless, If a nephew happencd
to be in the same trade, then he, rather than the son would inherit
the deadman’s stock-in-trade,

L Rartray, R.S., Ashanti (0, U. P., 1925), p. 300
2. Ihid p301 T
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An allied industry was silver smithing, which was
{nvariably taken up by the goldsmiths, One of the ourstanding
monuments of silver working is the silver stool of Amaniampon,
which is a few years younger than the golden stool of Asantc.
Silver works never became as important as goldsmithing, yet such
things as nwereko, silver chains and breast plates, were exten-
sively uscd for funcral celebrations, in spite of the fact that such

works werc as costly as they were rarc.

Wood Working:

In 1702 wood carving was a specialised craft but not
very widespread. It was through the founding of Ahwiaa, a few
miles away from Kumase ! by the stool carvers of Denkyira
after their defear, that carving became important in Asante,
Abwiaa remained the only centre for stool carving. The main
reason was that the demand for carved stools was not as great as
the demand for either kente cloth or iron tools. Because of this

it was not a lucrative job to artract apprentices from other areas,’

1. Boaten, K., An Historical Geography of Kwabe An unpublished
B.A. dissértation, Wvﬁ_%_nmm of Geography, (Legon 1967)p. 2.
2. Today as Kente weaving and Adinkra making are spreadi

ng
especially throughout Kwabe: d i
g Kty v i o il ik o
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By the end of the period the carvers at Ahwiad hal developed

many complicated designs in stool carving (Fig. 5.3). All stools

for the chiefs and queenmothers * and stools for all the other

chiefs came from Ahwiaa. The Ahwiaa carvers also carved

fertility dolls, and the Oware board. “The trees used in

carving, inorder of preference, were the oscse tree(Funtumia sp.),

Pruntum (Funtumia elastica), Nyamedua (Alstomia sengensis).

Other carvings of domestic importance were wooden sandals,
(nkronnua) and combs. The last two items did not demand any
great skills; their carving was, therefore, ubiquitous. The trees
used in carving were the odwuma or the umbrella tree (Musanga
cecropioides) and the silk cotton tree (Ceiba pentandra).

Another object which received attention from wood
carvers was the talking drum. It was carved from the tweneboa

tree, the cedar of West Africa, (Harrisonia nccldenlalis)z.

1. The house of Akwasi Yooyoo, ope of the ancestors, carved
for the Asantchenc. Ref. Kycremateng, S. (M

rs. )
Wood Gl% at Ahwiaa, (Legon 1970). Ul\puhhshed B.A.
sertat] ment of Geography, Legon.
2. Ramtray, R.S. Religion and Art in Ashanti p, 270
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WOOD CARVING: TYPES OF STOOLS

Kotoko (Dwa) Stool

Inmin

Mmoarima (Dwa) Stool

FIG.5.3




- 160 -

Every paramount chicf used to have his own drum carvers, the
atwenesenfuo so that the spatial distribution of this craft was
defined by the distribution of the paramount stools,

This craft was hedged with a number of taboos. !
These taboos undoubtedly performed an economic function; for
example, the taboo which forbade non carvers to fell the tweneboa
tmz was to limit the utilization of such trees to only the carvers
and also to preserve them for their future use. Again the taboo
that women should not carve points to the fact that carving was
Job for men. This was so becausc it needed the male strength

“in all its stages.

Cloth Making:

This was a craft which was of great concern to all,
because the Asante abhorred the nudity of the adult, especially
female; therefore they quickly evolved a kind of cloth known as
the kyenkyen, which was made from the back of a trec, Antlaris
toxicana®, Though this cloth was coarse and clumsy to wear it
was durable. The manufacturing of kyenkyen cloth was simple,

1.
2,

Ibid. p.271

Nksll. LH % Drumming in Akan Communities (lmkkm 1%3)

3. Busia, K.A., Ashami (African World), p. 190,
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The bark of the treé was first stripped off in long ndrroW pieces,

a foot or so wide, These strips were softcned in water for about

a day. They were then laid over a trunk of a fallen tree and then

beaten with wooden mallets with round corrugated heads. This

simple process expanded the original width of the cloth considerably.
The Asante never acquired the animal skin cloth of the

north for the simple reason that animal rearing never became

important in Asante. But the Asante acquired the cotton cloth

from the same place. Before weaving became pupular In Asante,

they knew the northern cotton cloths such as Bomo and Nsaa.

It scems this idea of weaving migithave been introduced by the

Muslim traders to Begho and Gyaman areas, northwest of Kumas:

and the idea might have reached the environs of Kumase in the
1650s. It is believed that the man who incroduced weaving into
Asantc brought the art from somewhere in modern Ivory Coast,
probably Gyaman, or the Muslim Kingdom of Kong. He first
cstablished the industry at Bonwere ! (23) in about the second
half of the scventeenth cuury. Because of the great demand for
¢loths, many people from Bonwere learnt the craft and became

master weavers, (Fig.5.4), For the same reason apprentices

1. Rauray,R.A,, Religion and Art In Ashanti, p. 220
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from the nearby settlements such as Baman, ‘Amape, Adangomase,
Sakora Wonoo and Abira flocked to Bonwere to learn the craft

(23, 95,61, 96). So that a century after the establishment of the
first loom Bonwerc and its satcllites were noted for their Kente
cloths. It appears there was no royal court restriction on the
spread of Kente weaving: perhaps what guided its spread was the
distance from Bonwere:  scitlements closer to Bonwere more

casily acquired this craft industry, The mastcr weavers at
Bonwere kept close watch over the young kente waavers in and around
Bonwere in order that the latter would not manufacture unauthorised
cloths i e. those cloths designed exclusively for the Asantehene
and the other chiefs. This rustriction affected the lesser kente
weavers adversely because the technique of weaving certain

designs remained a secret to them.

Apart from kente weaving in Kwabere, cotton weaving
was carried on in many homes where the Gongya and Dagomba
slaves lived, because many of these domestic slaves from the
north knew the art of weaving and therefore wove for their masters,
(01,67,23). The cloth woven by these northern weavers lacked the

complicated designs of kente. ! The former was simple and coarsce,

L. The northern cloth woven in Asante was not called kente but kyekye,
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and looked like the strips of the northern smock. In both cases
the early fabric woven in Asante was made of cotton ohtained
from the corton plant grown and spun in Asante, [n the 17508
the kente weavers in and around Bonwere were weaving stlk
cloths with the thread unpicked from the silk clothes which they
purchased from the whites at the coast. Both the cotton and silk
cloths were woven on the Asante loom which according to some
European observers, operated on the same principles as the
Enghish loom, !

The other Asante cloths were the Adinkra and the
Kuntunkuni whose foundation was a plain fabric of white corton
woven on the same loom. After weaving the cloth was dyed
russet brown with the bark of the Kuntunkuni tree
(Sapindaceass sp.): this was the Kuntunkuni cloth, normally
worn during funerals. In the case of Adinkra cloth, after weaving
the desired designs were carefully stamped on the fabric. The
idea of this cloth was copicd from the Muslims who engraved
Koranic designs on the cloths they wore, which the Asante called
hyewo-a-enlye, Since the Asante could not write Hyewo-a-enhye,

The similarity m%rs‘am and northern loom is an indication

of probable 8
Mp o cultural borrowing with the former borrowing from
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they made lines and triangles (geomerrical shapgs) and called

such cloths nkrakra toma (literally cloth with writing). Later
in the first half of the 18th century the Asante copied the use of
motifs (Fig. 5. 5) from Takyiman when the latter was defeated.
The cloth then became known as adwinkra,’  Like the other
crafts whose centres were very close to Kumase, Asokwa used
to be the chief centre because that was the place where both
Gyaman and Takyiman adinkra makers were settled for the same
reason as the other crafts, (01,02). But later in the 19th century
it spread to Nronso and Kona, both on Mampon road, where some
adinkra makers settled through marriage. (01, 17, 20, 21, 97).
Up to the fall of Prempe | in 189, the Asuntc King
appeared to hold a copyright of all new Kente and Adinkra designs.
(01,97). He either preserved such designs for his personal use
or allocated them to the paramount chiefs and quecnmothers in
the Kingdom, From this one can infer that there was a consi-

derable measure of state control on cloth making in Asante,

1. Adwini mcans designs or motifs. The name Adwinkra later
changced to Adinkra after the latter had become a houschold
word with the defcat of Adinkra of Gyaman, This information
was given by Barima  Owusu Ansah, Kumase. (01),
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As it was in the other crafts therc were varied taboos
on cloth weaving. For example, it was a taboo to start weaving
on Friday, since the first loom was brought to Asante on that day.
The gods responsible for weaving rested and ate on Fridays.
Women were forbidden to weave, A woman in her menstrual
period might not even touch a loom and she was expected to speak
to a master weaver through the medium of a young child, An old
loom must on no account be broken up; if it was broken up acciden-
tally a fowl was sacrificed on it to appease the gods. All these
taboos were economically desirable; for example, since it needed
a lot of sitting when weaving, the weavers were made to rest at
least one day within the week by a taboo.  Again it was not regarded
as the work for women who incidentally were considered to be
inferior to men economically, Perhaps the taboo was to save the
women from long hours of sitting on the loom, an important pre-
requisite for this craft. Lastly, the wooden structure of the loom
was protected by a taboo which meant that one loom could last for
many years to méaimisc cost of production.

All the above-mentioned crafts developed guilds among

their members, so that one could speak of the gold-smiths guild,
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wood carvers guild etc.” Every craftsman usually belonged to
a particular craft guild. Generally, membership was open to
master craftsmen throughout Asante, The various guilds had the
traditional brotherly social functions of providing spiritual and
financial benefit of a fratemity, lodge or mutual aid society which
they called kuo e.g. ntamanwenfuo kuo (literally weavers' guild).
When a member died all the members of his guild (kuo) assisted in
the sertling of the funeral cxpenses of the deceased brother. !
When a brother was in debx his guild could help him financially.
Each member of a guild had a right of fixing his own
prices. Even though the retail prices were not dircctly under the
guild's control, they could come under the guild's surveillance.
An unscrupulous price cutter might encounter difficulties in
obtaining suppliers > or might cven lose his personal relationship
with the 'brother’ in the guild, This was counted a serious loss
in view of the soctal as well as the economic functions of the

group.

I Lystad, R.A., The Ashanti: A Proud People (Rutgerst 1958)
p. 1Sk

2. Rastray, R.S., Ashanti p,35,
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Pouery:
One of the oldest artefacts of man is pottery. Unlike

the other crafts, this one developed as the craft for women and
was maintained as hereditary craft handed down from mother to
daughter. ! It must have been a well cstablished craft in Adanse
before the Asante moved to their present home, Old Adubiase
was a great pottery centre, a single commodity that generated

an important weekly market before 1650. Another centre of the
craft was Tafo which was an important pottery centre before the
Asante camc 10 occupy Kwabere, When the Asante established
themselves around Kumase, Pankrono, founded by a rescttled
Denkyira, also developed as a pottery centre. Other areas which
also developed as centres of pottcry were Brenhoma, Apaa, Yonso
etc. (Fig.5.1). The fact that this craft had a wide distribution
showed the demand which it had to satisfy. Pots were necded in

all homes for many purposes, hence its wide distribution,

L. Rartray, R.S., Religion and Art in Ashanti, p.301.
It is stated that in ancient times pots were only
bartered for food and not for gold dust or currency
inuse; thus their manufacture was left to women.
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At the end of the period therc was some specialization
in pottery. Tafo and Pankrono specialized in small pots for
palm wine tapping (Aketckyiwa), Brenhoma went in for big carthen
pots (Ahina) for storing water; while Apaa and Yonso produced

small pots (ayowa) for cooking.

Marketing of Products of Craft Industries:

An important aspect of the craft industrics was the
marketing arrangements of the various crafts, Specialized crafts
such as gold and silver products were manufactured on demand.
‘This means that the crafts attracted the consumers to the crafts
centres. This might be true of the products, from the brass and
bronze casting. This is not to say that the craftsmen did not
manufacture some products on their own initiative.

On the other hand those crafts whose products were in

great demand such as cloths, pots, stools etc. had a different

. The produced them in large
Quantities, and the finishcd products were sent to the markets

cither by the or their 'S, say an appi

or by tiddlemen. The latter were very important in pottery.
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Middlemen from the large market centres such as Kumase,
Mampon etc. flocked to pottery centres and purchased them
for sale later on. By such arrangements all thesc important

commodities reached the consumers in the care area of Asante,
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CHAPTER SIX

TRADE

Among the Asante trade was considered to be the most
important cconomic activity, because it furnished them with
wealth not only in goods but also in such valuable posscssions as
domestic slaves. A careful assessment of the influence of trade
on the other aspects of the cultural ecology of Asante shows that
it had some effects, positive as well as negative on other spheres
of activity, For cxample, commerce affected the importance and
alignment of trade routes, siting of settlements and shifts of
population; it also stimulated the gathering of kola nuts. On the
other hand it might have affected, negatively, farming which was
relegatud to women folk. Trading was very important and it
received the greatest attention from the Asante court. The very
cconomy of Asante rested on trade,

Trade was the major economic activity as Asante became
the greatest middleman state in this part of West Africa. Because
of the importance attached to this cconomic activity, the Asante

court controlled it, cspecially the inter-state trade, as well as
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the major routes dlong which the trade flowed 19 44l role played
by Asante in this carrying trade seemed to have accomplished
one thing, i.e. the economic integration of the territory now
called Ghana. This was so since such commodities from the then
northern territories like the shea butter and slaves were sent in
large quantities to the coast, while salt, fish and European goods
reached Salaga and Gongya markets through the Asante traders. 2
Internally some families grew rich through trade; such names as
Kwaku Akore, Sikahene (chief of gold) of Adanse, (07,04) and
Kwasi Adae of Baman (23, 27) near Bonwere in Kwabere were
connected with trade.  Finally, through trade Asante had contact
with the north and the coast, as well as with the surrounding Akan
Kingdoms. Throughout the cightcenth and ninetcenth centuries
Asante benefited as moncy and ideas readily reached it through
the traders. It is likely that other tribes also gained something
from the Asante traders. This period is, thercfore, seen as one

of consolidation of Asante power through trade,

L. Boaten, K., "Trade Among the Asante of Ghana Up to the End
of 18th Century” L A.S. Rescarch Review,
Vol.7, No. 1. 1970, p, 40.
2. Arhin, K., "Aspects of the Ashanti Northern Trade in the
Ninetcenth Century” in Africa Vol. XL, No, 4
ct, 1970, p.363.
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Pamemns_of Trade

There were three different patterns of trade: the local,
district and the inter-state trade. Al these patterns of trade
have long been with the Asante.

Inter-State Trade:

By far the most important was the inter-state tradel,
and the economy of Asante unti! its annexation was based on it.
This trade followed two main directions: to the north and to the
coast. To the northern markets of the Dagomba, Gongya? and
Gyaman the Asante carricd kola nuts,> and from there they took
home slaves, livestock, crude iron bars, shea butter and coarse
woollen clothes such as Nsaa Kyemetam, Bommo ctc.

In the northern markets the chief currency was the
cowrie: the Asante traders had to exchange the kola nuts for

cowries with which they made purchases®. At first the northern
traders were not allowed to trade south of SalagaS. This measure

had both economic and political repercussions, Economically it

helped to popularize the northern markets while the Asante traders
1. Rartray, Ashanti Law and Cvnnzuutkm, p- 109,

2. Goody, J., and T . N.Q. No. 9, Nov. 1966, p. 25
3. Dutch Diaries and Corres; dawe Box 1815-1825, No.3
urley Collect!

£
i
i
5

.S., Op. cit, p.110
& i poug, RSl B
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dictated the tempo of this trdde by being the sole cirriers of
the chief commodity, kola nuts. Politically this measure
strengthencd Asante's position as it tried to encage the north-
ermers in their native markets.

The Asante's trade to the north could be designated
as the ‘kola trade’. This forest commodity was so highly prized
that it was used as medium of exchange on the slave markets.
A slave at Salaga was worth between 10,000 and 14,000 nuts. |
Bowdich also says that "2, 000 cowries or one basket of boosees
was the highest price given for a slave™,” Rartray's suggested
price of a slave was either exaggerated or probably it was the
price towards the latter part of the 19th century when slaves
were gradually becoming a scarce commodity. The price quoted
by Bowdich is what seems plausible in oral tradition on the slave
trade. . (O, 03). Aman's full load, called Apakan, was
made up of about 2,000 nuts of kola and one Apakan could purchasc

a strong slave, Weaklings cost something less, Most of these

cntered into the ( ) Atlantic Slave
trade, while a fair proportion were kept as domestic slaves in
the homes of the Asantc. One cannot tell the numbers of slaves

L. Rartray, R.S., op. cit. p. 110
2. Bowdich, T.E.,0p, cit. p, p
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who were purchased by the Asante traders from the north:
nevertheless the many domestic slaves found in practically all
the Asante homes attest to the extent and popularity of the slave
trade with the north.

This profitable trade was carried on right into the
beginning of the twentieth century but not without fluctuations.

The volume of the kola trade reduced with the inception of the
civil wars that plagued Asante from 1875 onwards, The Asante
kola trade transformed Kintampo into a large market (1880s),
but it seems the volume of trade that flowered to Kintampo did
not compare with that of Salaga a few years carlier.

The Asante also went to the littoral to trade. The
exports in this trade included gold, ivory, slaves, and shea butter;
and the imports were gun and gunpowder, European consumer goods
such as rum, schnapps, clothes and iron bars ! and other coastal
commodities such as fish and salt. (In Asante these exotic com-

modities except gun! entered into the local/district trade).

1. Rartray, R.S, op. cit. p, 110

Daaky, K.Y. , Trade and Politics on the Gold Coast 1600-1720
Tendon Pres pEer
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Throughots the clghtédneh Certliry thic Agdiice had, in
some cases, to sell their goods through the Fante middlemen.
This was true at Cape Coast. But the trade was so lucrative that
the Asante were determined to have direct access to the European
traders, and thus eliminate the Fante middlemen. This idea, vital
cconomically to Asante and desirable politically, had to be effected by
force: this led to the Asante-Fante war in 1806 ' and subsequent

encounters?

From 1807 onwards Asante was the dominant political
power and most powerful middleman state and virtually controlled
the trade in what is now contemporary Ghana, To maintain this role
and make it effective, the Asante purchased at the coast firearms
with which they clamped their power on the surrounding kingdoms.
Bowdich obscrves that the Asante never permitted firearms to pass
their country to the northem tribes ’. This was an Asantc court
decision designed to strengthen the military might of the nation.
Huydecoper recorded that the King of Asante could order from the

coast in one instalment as many as "a thousand of the best guns”. *

1. Dickson, K.B., 'Trm.lc Patterns in Ghana at the beginning of
h Cemuy" ra h!cal Review

LV1 J
2. Adm.No.51/5/17 p.u (Na:ionalArch|ves af Ghlnl,A.ccn)
3. Bowdich,T.E. gg.c.p. 100
4. Huydecoper's mcv ¥ Imina
Aydecoper s l&h Yon o E to Kumasi 28th



- 178 -

The coastal states could not be prevented by the Asante from
purchasing fircarms because of their nearness to the European
Forts and Castles.

Kumase became the chief commercial centre, as all
major decisions on commerce were taken there. At the same
time it assumed the role of a great inland entrepot and route
centre (Rig. 6. 1),

It must be emphasised that both the chiefs and their
subjects participated in this trade. In the case of the paramount
chiefs they had a special court officer known as Batahene, head
of the traders, who was under the Gyaasehene (head of the chief's
household). When the chief wanted to trade then people of his
household under the Barahene were sent with commodities cither
to the north or to the littoral. Other subjects freely gave up
their scrvices to act as the King's men. This was because
such carriers were permitted to carry on their own private
trade side by side with their official duties. At the same time
such traders cnjoyed the protection and the privileges of being
inthe King's caravan. The King or Chief's caravans were an

occasional affair and:most of this external trade was carried
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out by individials who becaimie-known/as Batafuo.

Joining a caravan was so popular that by the 19th
century it was 8 convention that every able-bodied Asante should
once in his life time go to trade either in the north (for slaves)
or on the coast (for guns). Because of the distances involved the
external trade was well organized, Danger from attacks of
brigands and wild animals made it unsafe for the traders to
travel in singles or even in small numbers. To ensurc safety

on the routes, the traders i into

larger groups which could be as large as forty carriers or more.
When the Asantchene's caravan was going to the coast,
it was often led by a special court official whom the Dutch called
the “Thiethie of the Zaay".! This official was the traditional
court crier who travelled with the group carrying his insignia of
office, which was sometimes a gold-hilted sword, The organisa-
tion of the caravan trade as it existed on the Gold Coast was so
costly that, by and large, it remained in the hands of mainly the
rich and partly the chicts who according to Rattray had a kind of
temporary monopoly.? Trading to nearby places such as Kintampo
L Lexter from Factor Landman at Axim dd. April 11, Vol 11 p. 36

Furley collection, Balme Library, University of Ghana,

2. Ramtray, R.S., Ashamti Law and Constitution, p. 109,
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and Atebubu where northern Lommiddities andslaves could be
obtained could be undertaken by men who were not 0 rich since
such a journey did not involve much cost.

The Asante court was very much interested in this
external trade. In the first place, when individuals in the nation
are well-to-do, it meant they could pay their occasional taxes
such as the apeatuo, war taxcs. Secondly, each able-bodied,
responsible Asante male had to own a gun, 2 sign of a person's
maturity. For this reason men travelled to the coast to purchase
fircarms, thus resulting in a saying enye Prasu na yeto otwo.!
The need for fircarms therefore forced many people from Asante
10 go to the coast as occasional traders specifically to byy them,

The wealth of Asante rested on this external trade; the
court, therefore, sought to control it. The court for example
cstablished what could be called customs houses at the fringes of

Asante proper along the main trade routes. Here the roads were

I. Literally one does not buy firearms at Prasu, which is the
southern post of the Asante territory. The implication is that
the Asante traders did away with the middlemen and personally
went to the coast to purchase fircarms from the White traders
in the castles and forts,
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blocked and heavily guarded.” All traders reaching these posts
were detained until enquiries had been made about them. After
they had given a good account of their political activitics they
were allowed to go on their journey. Even though the primary
purpose of these customs houses might have been political L3
their economic importance must not be lost sight of.

The Asantc stools were partly maintained through
taxes and tolls. Rattray wrotc that the tolls could either be paid
in gold dust or kola nuts 2. It seems the tolls imposed on Asante
traders were not a regular feature, Collection of tolls might have
been done only during certain emergency cases, when the Asante
court needed money. Generally, to ¢ncourage people to trade,
the court did not saddle them with tolls. No individual had the
right ro impose tolls on traders except the Asantchene, who did
it through those chiefs whose settlements were customs houses.

In the 19th century Adwera (Ejura) on the Salaga route
and Donkro-Ntwanta on the Kintampo route (Daboya) were the
customs houses on the Northern routes. On the Wenchi and Nsoko

1. Daaku, K.Y, "Akan Trade in the 17th and L8th Centuries” in
The Development of Indigenous Trade and Markets In
st Africa (0, U, P, P- 13
McTllassoux, C. & Forde »D.
2. Ramray, R.S., Ashanti Law and Constitution, p. 111
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routes, Akomadan and Nsuta served as customs houses respecti~

vely. On the Kwawu/Accra route, Ramseyer and Kuhne testify
thac “Sokorce near Afigyase was the customs housels While Kusa
was the customs house on the great Fante route (Fig.6.2). Since
the Asuo Firaw, i.e. River Volta, was the river of the Asantehene,
the court established customs house on it, the purpose of which
was both political and economic: political because so far away
from the centre, Bono/Guan traders could stealthily send guns to
the northern tribes yonder so long as they could get money. This
move was also cconomic, because the volume of trade going up
and down the river must be known so that tolls could be collected;
here collection was said to have been rigid since it did not involve
Asantc traders.

Sccondly, the royal court of Asante stationed on all
major routes, at vantage points such as crossing points of big
rivers and important road junctions, court officials (the Adamfo).
Some of the known points where these officials werc stationed
were Yegyi (Ycji) on the Volta, Tanoso on Tano along the Gyaman
route, Praso on Pra River on the Fante route, Mamfe un;AccrA

route. (01,28,32). Thuse officials had to sce that the routes were

L. Ramscyer and Kuhne, Four Years in Ashanti_p. 51
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kept open at all times. Furthérinore; onthe coastal routes
there were often stationed at known trouble centres Asante
armed men ' to protect the vital trade with the Europeans.
The Asante had no standing army to be able to make this a
regular feature, The Asante soldiers were only posted to such
centres when those vassal states rebelled.

Though the British at the coast did not like the Asante
they knew trade could only be effective when the Asante were at
peace with the people on the Gold Coast. Reindorf noted in 1833
that when there was peacc a single trading house could ship by
one vessel more than 1,000 - 10,000 ounces of goldz. But any
time the Asante were in the field on a punitive campaign, for
cxample, trade along the affected route virtually stopped. It
must be emphasized that since the wealth of Asante depended
on this external trade, it was the great concern of the Asante
court to keep open these “trajectories” along which the vital
trade flowed. When the Asante political power was broken in

1874, the British administration provided escorts for the Asante

1. Letter from Ractor Landman at Axim, Vol.1p,199 F.C.
2. Reindort, C.C., op. cit. p.13.
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traders {0 tiid cbust * (passing through dormer vassal states.
The British did this as a gesturc of encouraging the Asante
traders to the coast, without whom the volume of trade would
have diminished.

After 1875 Asante was plagued with civil wars, and
it was no longer safe for the Asante traders to go to Fanteland
because traders from Kumasc area were molested by the Adanse

and the Assin, 2

It was not very safe on the Ga route cither,

By the beginning of the 20th century, thercfore, the number of
traders to the coast had diminished markedly. The nature of
the northern trade had also changed. Traders did not travel

as far as Salaga to trade because the great northern route was
not safc throughout. The Bono at Atebubu had rebelled and
eloscd the route,” The Asawite theretarc only werit Kintampo
market which by 1884 was the largest northern market. Just
north of Mampon, the Adwera market was also gradually growing

into a large market, because it wa

4 major resort for Asante

traders,

1. Adm.11/1731 - Affairs of the Gold Coast, 1888, p.5
.A.G. Accra).

2, Ibid.

3. Adm. 11/1733: Note by Brandon Kirby p.86,(N.A.G.Accra)
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The organisation of the Asante trade after 1674 also
changed markedly.  Rirstly, duc to the inability of the central
authority to control the trade, it fell into the hands of some
Akonkofuo L e, retailcrs. These people were interested in
making the maximum profit from what they sold, There is no
wonder, therefore, that many of the raw materials that were sent
to the coast were adulterated e, g. the pure gold dust was adul-
terared and became the odutu (01, 44,64). Rubber which became
important in Asante as from the last decade of the century also
suffered the same fate, (25,26) which contributed to the decay
of the rubber trade. Secondly, the goods carried also changed.
The Akonkofuo were not interested in the gun trade, as the
chiefs and old traders had been. They were intercsted in the
general European goods such as tinned foods, clothes, and tools
for farming to mention only a few.

Trading was both through barter and with currency.

But barter was not the usual practice in the cightcenth and nine-
teenth centuries In the external trade. It was only in the slave
markets in Northern Ghana, for example, that slaves could be

purchascd directly with kola nuts; otherwise cowric shells or

other forms of currency were used,
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On the cvast the trade was known'as thet ‘Ounce Tndc'l.
The ounce trade represented an attcmpt to introduce a monetary
system into what had hitherto been a barter trade. In this trade
the price of slaves (or any African commodiry) could not be
accurately determined except in terms of the trade ‘ounce’, and
this unit account was made up of assorted Europcan goods e. g.
cloths, beads, guns, gunpowder, tabacco and iron bars, valued
locally in ounces of golcl2 at about 100% over the cost of the price
at home. Polanyi agrees that the prices of commodities were
‘traditional’ and accepted without qucsnon.3

In Asante irself gold dust was the main currency uscd *,
In the large markets such as Kumase, Adwera and Ofeso Kokote,
there were always present those who had specialized in weighing
gold for traders as well as customers. Not all the Asante knew
the weights: therefore money weighing became a specialized
activity in the markets.

1. Polanyi Karl, "Sorting and Ounce Tradc in the West African
Slave Trade"”, Journal of African History Vol. 3 (1964)pp. 381-393.

2. Newbury, C.W., The Western Slave Coast & Its Rulers

AoE:H P.

3. Polanyl, K., op. cft. p.384.

4. When in the second decade of the 19th century the sand in the
Kumasc market was collected and washed as much as about 800
ounces of gold was recovered. This shows the cxtent to which
gold dust was used as currency. Ref.Bowdich: op.cit. p,320,
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Local and [ncra-State Trade

Throughout the period in question there were the local
community market places where most of the local foodstuffs,
crafts and a few necessarics were sold. Trading in foodstuffs

fact which probably indicated

at this level was left to women,
thar foodstuffs were not considered to be of major importance
intrade. It is not surprising, therefore, that the small local
markets were invariably controlled by women, In these small
markets barter was practised extensively even as late as the
end of the ninctuenth century,

In addition to thesc ubiguitous local markets there
grew up districts and regional trading centres, which provided
higher order services. In these important markets exotic goods
could be obtained. These markets were normally weckly fairs
and were more seriously reckoned with, The traditions collected
from Effdwaase and Edubiasc are full of praiscs of their chiefs
during whose time the markcts grew up (39, 38, 06).

Such weekly markets were well organized. It was the
responsibility of the local rulers to maintain law and order during

market days. One important rule was that no onc should attend



- 19 -

the market armed with any dangerous implement. Market tolls
(adwafie) were collected from those who came to sell. Those
wWho had to pay in kind did so while others  like cloth or craft
merchants had to pay in cash. The collectors were the Nhenkwaa,
court servants, who collected for either the queenmother or the
Gyaaschene, the head of the chief’s houschold.

‘The most important market centre in Asante, whose
humble beginnings Jated as far back as the 17th century was
Kumase. By the 18th and 19th centuries Kumase had become
the great emporium of Asante. Curiously enough there was no
collection of tolls at Kumase market because those who kept the
market clean and supervised it, the Dwabisofuo, the Kumase
retail traders, wanted it to be so. Gold was used as the medium
of exchange. In the Kumasc market commodities ranged trom
foodstuffs to exotic marcrials such as shea burter and clothes
from the north and European goods such as rum, clothes, ctc,
from the coast. (01, 32).

Surrounding this markct were two regional markets
and several district markets, The regional markets were

Adwera and Kintampo now in the Brong Ahafo Region., Nearer
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Kumase were the district markets of Efidwaase, Mampon and
Ofeso, Other market centres in Asante were Agogo and Obogu
in Asante-Akyem, Gyaakye near Lake Bosomtwe, Edublase in
Adanse and Bekwai in Amansie (Fig. 6, 3). In these markets, as

in Kumase, gold was used as currency.

Market Hierarcl

It is possible to arrange the markets in Asante in the
order of their importance in the 19th century (Fig. 6. 4). Unfor-
tunately such an arrangement cannot be based on any statistical
data sincc they are not available. Nevertheless, it can be done
by using the sphere of influence and such factors as the nature
of the predominant goods sold (exctic or local goods), whether
‘market was a slave market and the type of currency used.

The exotic goods in this context were those commoditics
foreign to Asante, so that all European manufactured goods which
entered Asante from the coastal trading centres and those
northern gouds such as the woven cloths, shea butter and live-
stock fell under this, The greater the quantities of these goods
the more important was the market; the local goods were less

valuable since they were rcadily available in all the markets.
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MARKET HIERARCHY
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In those days grear importance was arachied to the
trade in slaves. Traders travelled to distant slave markets
purposely to purchase them. Markets that specialized in this

used to be ! in those days as the

Asante traders flocked there in large numbers to purchase
slaves.

In some markets only barter was practised; such
markets had not developed the complicated monetary system
and were, therdore'ecummicnlly not important. In those
markets where currency was used, one had to measure the
sophistications in the various currencies, Two major currencies
were predominant in the ninctcenth century and these were gold
dust and cowrie shells. By far gold dust was more precious

and its use more i because it a

of weighing, whilst the use of cowrie shells did not demand any
complicated computations. The usc of gold dust as currency
extended to the castles and forts on the coast.

The carliest currency used in Asante was either

Nnabuo or Ntweaa (45, 01, 03, 80) made from iron bars, Oral

tradition may have forgotten the various denominations of this
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currency; nevertheless it is recalled that it has been used
before. One cannot tell how widespread the use of this

currency was but it secms it was used in purchasing very
precious commodities. Then came the Dutu or brass currency.
Again one cannot give a precise date when this currency was in
use, but it might have preceded the use of gold as currency and
later used side by side with gold,

Trading became more sophisticated when gold dust
became the medium of exchange. Eva Meycrowitz's | assertion
that gold was first used as currency in 1660's seems to be
justified, because the Asante knew gold before they left Adanse
area and might have used it as currency, There were names for
the various denominations of money e, g. takufa 6d, takuo 1/- ,
doma 7/-, Suru 10/~ , Dwoa £1 10/-, Predwan £8. The use
of gold dust as currency continued in Asante up to about 1926,

Side by sidc with gold currency was the cowrie. The
idea of cowrie as currency came from the north, and it became
accepted a8 currency on any market where there were Northern
traders, Later the Asante used this among themselves as
currency for the purchase of ordinary goods such as foodstuffs
1. Meycrowitz, Eva., The sacred State of the Akan (Langm 1949)

P. 3

——=27crec otate of the Akan
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and vegetables, The cowric currency also had denominations

c.ge Nkronkronum - 5cowrics
toko - 20 "
oban - 30 cowrics - 1 farthing
mman-nan - 120 cowries - 1 penny

As late as 1900 cowrie shells were used as currency
in parts of Asante, The end of Asante political indcpendence
saw the end of these traditional currencies, because the British
administration introduced silver coins into the country and
officially forbade the usc of the traditional currencies,

‘The spherc of influence of a market could be measured
by knowing the home towns of the people buying and selling at the
market. This demands a more intimate knowledge of the buyers
and sellcrs in these markets, bur because of lack of the requisite
data all that could be said is that the more cosmopolitan a market
was the greater Its importance.

With the above criteria, markets in Asante could be
graded in the order of importance. There were three orders
of markets. The market that topped the hierarchy was that of
Kumase, becausc its influence was felt all over Asante. The
only factor which the Kumase market did not posscss was the

slave market. Apart from this the market had all the other
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characteristics. In the casc of currency, for example, both
cowries and gold dust werc used at Kumase, It was also the
mecting point of European and northern goods. s

The next group of markuts were the slave markets
of Adwera (Ejura) and Kintampo, Thesc markets attracted a
large number of people from both Asante and the north. The
chief currency in these markets were the cowrie shells,?
‘while kola from the forest of Asantc was an important com-
modity which could be used in exchange for the northern goods.
The Kintampo market had an unparalleled influence and next to
it was the Adwera market (90, 91, 13, O1) which had a fairly
wide sphere of influence. These were, by and large, interna-
tional in outlook, The third in the tier were the district markcts.
Each market (such as Kokote in Ofeso district, Bekwai in Bekwai
District, Obogu in Asante-Akyem south etc.) was important only
in its own district. In such markets the main currency was
gold dust. The quantity of gold used was relfatively amall when
compared with the quantity of gold dust used as currency in the

1. Bowdich, T.E., op. cit. p.324.
2. Bowdich claima that where Dagomba traders were plentiful
cowrie shells werc used.  Ref. Bowdich, op. cit. p. 345,
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Kumase market, The quancity of gold dust used In the district
markets was further reduced because of the importance of
barter in those markets. All exchanges involving food items
took place through barter, something that was rare in Kumase,
‘Thesc district markets were thercfore at the bottom of the
hierarchy.
Lrade Rowes'

Evolution of the routes:

At the hunting stage of their cultural evolution the
Asante developed hunters' trails. Some of these trails joined
the various settlements, and gradually, as the Asantc learned
to exchange goods and ideas, some of thesc trails developed into
open routes, With the ascendancy of trade as the major cconomic
activity, some of these routes developed into highways, Atempon,
which were constantly utilized by the traders. Soon therc was a
network of trade routcs joining the major trading centres.

Tafo in the Inta country of Kwabere was one of the
carly trade centres which was connected by the major trade
routes. Ivor Wilks mentions that by the middle of the seventeenth

century the trade route from Begho and the Mandeland passed
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through Thfo! " Alioehef foure from Haysaland in the northeast
met the Begho route for the first time in this area, and from

there radiated southward to the coast: one going to the Fanteland
on the west coast and the other to Ga area in the cast. The capital
of the kingdom of Asante was built on this already established

the Asantc

route partern. Once
stabilized this pattern and forced all the other new routes from
the coast to the interior to converge on Kumasc.

By the middle of the eighteenth century some routes
were well established and used by traders. (Fig. 6. 5). From
Kumase northwards some of the known routes werce the Kataakye
route which passed through Mampon Akrofoso (1. e. Old Mampon),
Atwea, then through the Afram plains to Atebubu and Salaga; this
was the main Salaga routc. Near Atwea a branch went castward;
this branch was the Krakye Dente route, Then there were also
the Daboya and Takyiman routes. To the west was the Gyaman
route along which the Asante subjugated the Bontuku, Towards
the cast went a route through Agogo and Kwau to Sokodee in Togo.
The coastal rowtes were many but oral tradition (01, 02, 03, 11, 25)

Temembers the Ga route which went below the Kwawu Scarp and

1. Wilks, Ivor, The Northern Factor in Ashanti History(Legon 1961),
p-13.
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passed through Akwamu. Another route, the Akyem route,
passcd near lake Bosomewe, ! through Akycm to Nkran(Accra)
and Simpa (Winneba). The last coastal route passed through
Adanse and Twifo where it sent off a branch to Oguaa (Cape Coast)
and the other to Appolonia and other western coastal centres.

Our knowledge of the great routes in this part of

West Africa became more authentic from the works of T, E.
Bowdich and Joscph Dupuis who were in Kumase during the second
decade of the 19th century. The major inland routes all com-
mencing from Kumasc were the following:

(a)  the Bontuku route passing through Nsuta and
crossing the Tano river, This same route
branched westerly to Suma and Drobo;

(b)  the Takyiman route to Banda and Duipe or Gongya
route through Nkoranza;

(c) the great northern route through Adwera and
Atcbubu across the Volta to Salaga, and the
casterly route through the Afram plains to Krakyi
on the Volta.

1. This was the roure wtilized by the
Which 1661 15 Abnee th oy by the attacking Denkylra army
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The coastal routcs were the Kwawu route which finally crossed
the Volta to Eweland (this route was used by Ramseyer and
Khune, the two white missionaries capturcd by the Asante);
the routes to Accra through Akyem and Akuapem, and the route
to Elmina and Cape Coast. |

A closer look at the two networks of routes shows that
some of them were very old, e.g. the great northern and the
Begho routes. As much as possible some of these routes main-
taincd their direction and their importance. But there was an
old routc in the 18th century which lost its importance by the
turn of the 19th century so that it was not mentioned at all by
Bowdich and Dupuis. This was the Kataakyc route (Fig. 6,6)
which was replaced by the 'great’ northern routc which passed
through Adwera, The Kataakyi route was the northern route
at the time when Mampon was at the old site and when Atwea
was an fmportant town. But in about 1800 Kataakyc route had
lost its impurtance and was only a minor route owing to the
influence of Mampon.  When Mampon moved to the new site
another route developed through Adwera to Atebubu, so that

L. Bowdich,T,E., op. cit. p. 170
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for a time the two routes ran closely parallel till they joined
at Atebubu. The fate of the Kataakyi route similarly befell the
Akyem route which passed through the lake area because it was
too close to the other coastal route which passed through
eastern Akyem.

The Krakyc Dente route had onc peculiarity about it.
From the populated Sekycre area it went through the sparscly
populated area of the Afram Plains. Travellers had to walk for
long distances before reaching the small hunting settlements,
But this route was maintained against all odds because its
destination was an important place for the Asante court, The
Fetish, Dente, had become the fetish of the Asante court and
was to be consulted on all important issues concerning the court.

The fact that thesc routes were built because of the
thriving commerce in those days camnot be denicd. Austin
Freeman who visited Asante during the last decade of the nine-
teenth century observed that “these great routes owe their
existence to